
( c j

history ot? the story that it is frequently ini possible to narra te 
ih-uTii. the one without referring to the other, however 

irrelevant the m atter may be to the main subject in
■ hand.1 ihyeibehhvye ■

1 Some idea may be formed of the original by the following translation of the 
fust jhupter of the BbagavadAfith, which comprises the appearance of fhc field of 
battle ou the morning of the first,day. I t will be soon that the Mind Aiahhtaja 
Dliritavfishtra is being informed by Ms charioteer Stinjaya of what had taken 
plane. The translation is by Mr J. C. Thomson, and hast been extracted from his 
valuable edition of th« Bhagavad-Giti.

“ Dhritar&shfcra spoke.
What did my followers and those of Piindudo, when'assembled for the parposeof 

fighting on the sacred, plain,-the plain of Kura, Sanjaya ?
“ Sanjnya spoke

When King Dnryodbana beheld the army of the Pfcndavas drawn up in order, he 
then approached his preceptor and spoke these words: ‘ Behold, 0  preceptor! this 
huge array of the sons of Panda, drawn up by thy clever pupil, the eon ofDrupada.
In it are -warriors with huge bows, equal to Bhima and Aijunsi in battle (namely) ■ 
Yiiyudhtaa and Virtita,. and Drupada on his great car; Dbrishiaketu, OheMtfma, 
and the valiant Kingqf Kftshi; Pnmjitah'd Kuntibhoja and Sbaivya, chief of men; 
and Tedh&.inanyu the strong, and ITttamaujas the brave, theigon of Subhadrk, and 
all the sons of Draupadl, too, in their huge chariots. But remark those, who are 
the most -distinguished amongst us, the leaders of my army, 0 best of Britkraans!
I will name them to time, that thou raayst know them.

“ 1 There are thyself, and Bhishma, and Kama, and Kripa, victorious in battle, 
AswatiMma, and Vikaraa, and fl.nmndatti loo, and many other heroes, who risk 
their lives- for my sake armed with divers weapons, all experienced in War. This 
army of mine, which is commanded by Bhishma, is not sufficient; but -that army 
of theirs, commanded by Bhima, is sufficient. And do you, even all. of you, drawn 
up in all the ranks of the array, according to your grades, attend even to Bhishma.'

'•« Then, in order to 'encourage him, the ardent-old ancestor of the Kurus blow his 
trumpet, sounding loud as the;, roar of a lion. Then, on a sudden, trumpets,- 
kettle-drums, cymbals, drums, and horns were sounded. That noise grow to an 
uproar. And standing on a huge car drawn by white hom-.ythe slayer of Matlhu 
and the son of P to h  blew their celestial trumpets. * Krishna (blow his horn called) 
Phnchajanya, the Bespiser of wealth blew ‘the Gift of the Gods ; ' ho of dread
ful deeds and wolfish entrails blew a great trumpet called Paundra; King V'ud- 
liishthira, the son of Kuntl, blew ‘ the Eternal Victory ; ’ Nakula and Sahadev*

!, blew ‘ the Sivoot-toncd’ and theBlooraing-with*jewels.’ The.King of Khshi,
renowned for the excellence tri his how, and Shikandin in his huge oliaiiot, 
Dhrishta-dyurana, and Virhta an 1 Butyaki, unconquered by his foes, and Drupada 
trad the sons'of BraupadJ, altogether, 0 king of earth ! and the strong-armed son 
of Subhadrh, each severally blow their trumpets. That-noise lacerated the hearts 
of the sons of Dhritarhshtta, an uproar resounding both through heaven, and earth.
Now when Arjiraa beheld the Bk&to&ahtras drawn up, and. that- the flying of 
arrows had commenced, ho raised hia bow, and then addressed these, words, 0 king 
of earth ! to Krishna.

“ ‘ Draw up my chariot, 0  Eternal One 1 between the two armies, that I may 
examine these men drawn up and anxious for battle, (and see) with, whom I have
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With those preliminary observations it may now ov
ho possible .to select those descriptions which may PA.a n.

to fight, in the strife of war. I perceive that, those who are assembled here arc 
about to fight, from a wish by bo doing to do a (‘wour to the evfl-miaded son of 
DImtarhshtra.’

“ Sanjaya spoke.
Krishna being thus addressed by Arjuna, 0  Blkratal drew np that best of. 

chariots between.the two armies; and before JJhiahma and Drona and all the 
kings of the earth, he said :

“ < Behold, G King'! these Earns here assembled.’ Standing there, the King 
beheld fathers and grandfathers, preceptors and maternal uncles, brothers, sons, 
grandsons, and friends, fathers-in-law and acquaintances, in both of the armies.
Gazing on all these relations drawn up (in battle-array), the son of Kuntf, moved 
by extreme compassion, spoke with sadness, as. .follows -

“ Atjuna spoke.
“ - Now that I have boheld herpthis kindred standing near together for the pur

pose of fighting, rnydimbs give way, and my fare is dried up (of the blood in my 
veins) and trend our is produced throughout toy body, and my hair stands on cud,
My bow, Gfcndiva, slips from my hand, and my skin, too, hums (with fever). Nor 
aih I able to remain upright, and my mind is, as it were, whirling round. .And I 
perceive adverse omens, 0  hairy one! Nor do I  foresee anything hotter, even 
when I .‘shall have stain these relations in battle. 1 seek not victory, Krishna, nor 
a kingdom, nor pleasures. "What should wo do with a kingdom, Govinda ? What 
with enjoyments, or with life itself, (if we slew these relatives) ? Those very men 
—on whose account we might, desire a kingdom, enjoyments, or pleasures-are 
assembled for battle, having given up their lives and riches. Teachers, fathers, 
and oven sous, and grandfathers, uncles, fathers-in-law, grandsons, brothers-in- 
law, with connections: also—these f would not wish to slay, though i were slam 
myself, 0  killer of Madhu!—" d  e ven for the sake of the sovereignty of the triple 
world, how much less for that of this earth ! Whoa-wehad killed tho Dbhrtarfcsh- 
trus, what pleasure should we have, 0  thou who art prayed to by mortalsi Wo 
should incur a crime were we to put to death these villains. Therefore we are 
not right to kill the .Dhhrtar&ahtiras, our own relations, for how could wo ho happy, 

l after killing our own kindred, 0  skyer .of Madhu ?
« ‘ Even if they whose reason is obscured, by covetousness, do not perceive the 

crime committed in destroying their own tribe, nor a sin in the oppression of their 
friends, should rve.not know how to recoil from such a sin —we, who do look upon 
the plough tor of one’s tribe as a crime, 0 thou who art supplicated by mortals ? In 
the <h'4 ruction of a tribe, tho eternal institutions (laws) of the tribe are destroyed.
These laws being destroyed, lawlessness, prevails throughout the whole tribe.
Prom the existence of .lawlessness the women of the tribe become corrupted,
Krishna; and wk-n the women arc corrupted, 0 son of Yrishui! confusion of 
caste takes place, Confusion of caste is (a gate) to hell both for the destroyers 
of the tribe and for the tribe itself. For their fathers are deprived of the 
rites of funeral-cakes and libations of water, and thus fall (from heaven).
By the crimes of the destroyers of a tribe, and by those who cause confusion 
of caste, the eternal institutions of caste and tribe are subyersed. We have 
learnt (from sacred writ) that a sojourn in bell necessarily awaits the men who 
subvert the institutions of their tribe, 0  Krishna! Alas! we have determined 
to commit a great crime, since, from the desire of sovereignty and pleasures, wo
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history  of s e rv o  t o  t h r o w  s o m e  l i g h t  u p o n  t h i s  a n c i e n t  'and .
INDIA. , ..

part ll. m e m o r a b l e  w a r .  I h e  h o s t i l i t i e s  a r e  s a id  t o  h a v e  

NaTOiOvt: of the e x t e n d e d  o v e r  e i g h t e e n  d a y s ; a r i d  t h e  n a r r a t i v e  

i n a J  h e  s u b d i v i d e d  i n t o  f o u r  p e r i o d s  o f  i r r e g u l a r  

apoadim™"the d u r a t i o n ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  d a y s  d u r i n g  w h i c h  t h e  

of the four smo- l o u r  s u c c e s s iv e  G e n e r a l i s s i m o s  o i  t h e  K a u r o v a s  h o ldeessive Goiters].- - ' , _ 1
w e  c o m m a n d .  U p o n  t h i s  p o i n t  i t  m a y  b e  r e m a r k e d  

Brim^Karua. t h a t  t h e  P f in d a v a s  r e t a i n e d  t h e i r  G e n e r a l i s s i m o ,  

D lm s h f c a -c ly u m n a ,  f r o m  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  u n t i l  t h e  e n d  

o f  t i i e  c o n t e s t ; b u t  t h a t  f o u r  s u c c e s s iv e  G e n o r a l i s s i -  

m o s  o f  t h e  K a u r a v a s  f e l l  u p o n  t h e  f ie ld  o f  b a t t l e ,  

lU ifg h m a , w h o  w a s  a p p o i n t e d  a t  t h e  c o m m e n c e m e n t  

o f  t h e  s t r u g g l e ,  w a s  s l a i n  o n  t h e  t e n t h  d a y  o f  I n s  

c o m m a n d .  D r o n a ,  t h e  o ld  p r e c e p t o r  o f  t h e  K a u -  

r a v a s  a n d  P a n d a  v a s ,  s u c c e e d e d  B l f i s h m a ,  b u t  w a s  
s la in  o n  t h e  f if th  d a y  o f  i d s  c o m m a n d ,  o r  f i f te e n th ,  

o f  t h e  w a r .  K a m a  w a s  n e x t  a p p o i n t e d  G e n e r a l i s s i 

m o , b u t  h e  w a s  s l a i n  o n  t h e  s e c o n d  d a y  o f  h i s  c o m 

m a n d ,  o r  s e v e n t e e n t h  o f  t h e  w a r .  F i n a l l y ,  o n  t h e  

e i g h t e e n t h  a n d  l a s t  d a y  o f  t h e  w a r ,  S i l ly a  w a s  a p 

p o i n te d  t o  t h e  c o m m a n d ,  a n d  s l a i n  b e fo re  n i g h t f a l l .  

A c c o r d i n g l y ,  t h e  e i g h t e e n  d a y s  o f  t h e  w a r  m a y  b e  

d i v id e d  i n t o  fo u r  t e r m s ,  a s  fo l lo w s  :-™~

( 1 )  B h i s h r n a ’s  c o m m a n d  . . . 1 0  d a y s .

(2)  D r o n a s  c o m m a n d  . . .  5  , ,

( 3 )  K a m a ’s c o m m a n d  . . .  2 , ,
( 4 )  S iilya,bs c o m m a n d  , . . 1 , ,

T o t a l ,  1 8  c la y s .

1st, Bhishrna’s T h e  n a r r a t i v e  o f  t h e  w a r  o f  B h a r a t a  d u r i n g  t h e
(imnnauil—ten ____ ._______ __________________________________ ^  _____________

are prepared to slay our own kin. Better wore'it for mo, if the Dhirtarfuditras, 
Being armed, would day me, harmless and unresisting in the %ht.’

i! Sanjayn spoke.
Having thus spoken in the midst of the Battle, Arjuiut, whoso heart was troubled 
with grief, I t fall his how and arrow, and sat down on the bench of the chariot.”
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ten d a y s  o f  B h f s h m a ’s  c o m m a n d  i s  l i t t l e  m o r e  t h a n  w sto iw  °* 

a  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  b a t t l e s ,  in  w hich .- n e i t h e r  t h e  K a n -  part il  

r a v a s  n o r  t h e  P d n d a v a s  g a i n e d  a n y  d e c id e d  a d v a n 

t a g e .  I t  c o m m e n c e s  w i t h  a n  i n c i d e n t  w h i c h  i s  Mytb>«a io>-y 

s i n g u l a r l y  i l l u s t r a t i v e  o f  t h e  f e e l i n g s  o f  r e s p e c t  a n d  

v e n e r a t i o n  t o w a r d s  B r a h m a n i c a l  p r e c e p t o r s  w h ic h  

p r e v a i l e d  in  l a t e r  t im e s .  I n  i t s  p r e s e n t  p l a c e ,  t h i s  0
i n c i d e n t  m u s t  b e  r e g a r d e d  a s  a  m y t h i c a l  i n t e r p o l a 

t i o n ,  h o t  i t  is  n o n e  t h e  le s s  w o r t h y  o f  c o n s id e r a t i o n .

It is a l s o  a s s o c i a te d  w ith , a n o t h e r  e v e n t  o f  d u b i o u s  
a u t h e n t i c i t y - ;  b u t  b e f o r e  o f f e r in g  a n y  c o m m e n t s ,  i t  

m a y  b e  a s  w e ll  to  r e l a t e  t h e  s t o r y  a s  i t  a p p e a r s  i n  

t h e  M a lu i  B h a r a t a :—

Now, when the night had passed away, and the morning Morning of dm 
of the first day of the great war dawned upon the plain 0f Iu UU-- 
KurakBuetra, both armies marched out and faced each 
other, and the air was filled with tho heating of drams and 
the -sounding of shells. And Yudhishthira suddenly do- YudWshthir*

, , tMVCOf'ls Oil foofi
seen dec! from Ins ehanot, and proceeded towards the army to tbo army of

of the Kauravas • and Arjuna and his brethren, and Krishna
and the other Rajas, dismounted, in like manner and walked
after him to see what ho purposed doing; and they earnestly
asked him the reason of his going, but he answered not a
word. At this moment a great, uproar arose amongst the '
Kauravas, and they said one to the o t h e r “ Terror has 
erot the better of Yudhishthira. and he has come to demand 
peace of Bhishrna; and certain it is t hat he is not a  true 
Kshatriya.” And they danced for joy, and then held their 
peace that they might hear what Yudhishthira had to say.
And Yudhishthira went first to Bhishma and paid him re- Askstbe'pemh-

,  , . . . , ., . , . ., Sion of Buisltma
voronce, and requested ins permission to fight against the and Drona to 
Kauravas, and Bhishma granted him leave; and he then KVimns. 
weal to  his preceptor Drona, and paid him reverence also, 
and in like manner asked his .permission, and Drona granted 
his request'; and Bhishma and Drona both said to Yudhiah- 
th ira :—h "VVe fight on the side of the Kauravas because for
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Bistort OP many years we have eaten their bread and salt, or ot& nvise 
i-iiii i t  Ye wo,dd have to nght for you.”  Then Yudin slit him ro-

r —— ...T'“ turned to  the army of the Pdndavas, and when lie was mid-
ii-'wm <«a«se way between them and the Kauravas, ho turned round andthemselves Itroai
fightrug for the said with a loud voice to the array of the Kauravas :— “  0  

my friends, whoever wishes well to our cause, let him come 
Ynrxtm,mt over and join us.” A t these words Yuyatsu, who was a 
yodhanajKww half brother of D-uryod liana, deserted his own party  and 
krt,jayj»8, presented himself to Yudhishthjra, and said :—“ I f  yon will 

take me by the hand, and promote me, I  will engage myself 
in your service.” Yudhishthira answered Come then, 
f  pray you, and I  will regard you as one of my own breth
ren/'' Then Yuyufcsu came out with all his followers from 
amongst the Kauravas, and he ordered his drums to beat, 
and -cried out <r I  am going over to the army of the P;7;- 
davas ; so let him who desires to hinder me come forth and 
fight me.”  But no man; come out- to oppose him. So 

7  utsu v\ ent over and presented himself in. due form to 
(Toy of tii'- p&n- j. udhishthiraj and the Pandavas and all their arm y were 

much rejoiced, and beat their drums in jo y ; and Yudhish
thira took oft the coat of mail from his own body, and had 
i! put upon Yuyutsu, and he called for another cuirass for 
himself.

K 'ofthT  Tlie apparently mythical character of the fore - 
t e >il!K iuui' going incidents may now bo briefly indicated. Tim 
'YmiWshlhL’s strange story of the visit paid by Yudhishthira to 
n i h m S f 05’ **hfehma a n ^  3.)ypna on the very .morning o f  the 

battle, and his Pharisaical request that they would 
permit hire to fight the Kauravas, evidently has Its 
origin in the abject submission to elders and pro- 
ceptors which is. so rigidly enforced by Brahirianieal 

oHiSia^d h l w - The proceedings of Bhfshma and Drona are 
f«s»d imSiiaiity equally forced and artificial, Their open declara

non tha t they would have fought-on the side of the 
Pandavas had they not eaten the bread and salt of 
the Mahdraja, is not only improbable, but inconsist*



ent with the post held by Bhfshma as Generalissimo history as 
of the allied armies df the Kauravas, and the esteem riar n, 
and respect in which both were held, by the sons of 
Dhritar&shira. At the same time such a declaration 
is perfectly in accordance with the mythical speeches t«.
said to have been delivered by those warriors at the at Kiistnia .-e> lists sy>
Council held at Hastindpur to receive Krishna as an 
ambassador from the Pdnduvas. Accordingly it 
seems highly probable that the incident has been 
introduced to harmonize the violent partisanship 
which they exhibited, at the Council in favour of 
the .Pdndavas, with the fact that they were prepared, 
to fight to the death in behalf of the Kauravas.
The desertion of Yuyutsu from the Kauravas to the Dubious an-

, t ■' . thentieity of the.
Pdndavas is somewhat dubious, i t  maybe either 
an actual fact, or a mythical interpolation. He is 
said to have been a son of the Maharaja, but only a 
half-brother to the Kauravas ; and it is easy to con
ceive of a jealousy between the half-brothers which 
may have led to the desertion of Yuyutsu on such 
an occasion. At .the same time, the existence of 
Yuyutsu is doubtful. The blind Mahdraja is not 
likely to have had a son by any woman save his 
wife Gdndhdrt. Moreover, as all the Kauravas are 
said to have been ultimately slain upon the field of 
battle, the Maharaja would have been doomed to 
the fate, so terrible in the eyes of a Hindu, of dying 
without leaving a son behind him. The introduc
tion of Yuyutsu as a son by another mother, and 
the preservation of his life by a timely desertion, 
saved the Maharaja from so dire a calamity.

The story of the commencement of the battle, First day of««v ? WHY*
and the combats which ensued on the first day of 
the war, may now be related as follows:—

%11,— THE GREAT WAR. ?.9f



iitRTOBY op Now after Yudhishfchira. had teturued to the army of tho 
pu't'h P&ndavas, Bhlshma advanced with the troops o> the Ranra-

..... — .—  was, and Bhftna marched out from amongst the 'Paneiavas to
Tiftttif) between confront him* And Bhishma blew his war-shell which 
ihuxiu, Mid sounded like the roar of a lion. And Krishna and. Arjuna
ilwta respective , ... . , . • ,
armies. sounded their shells m reply, standing in a .huge c ha not

drawn by white horses ; for .Krishna drove the chariot of 
.Arjuna on all the days of the war. At that moment there 
was a mighty uproar throughout the p lain; and the air was 
filled with the beating of drums and the sounding of war- 
shells ; and.the men shouted, and the elephants roared, .and 
the horses neighed, so that the earth and air resounded with 
a clangour which seemed to reach tho sky. Then Bmma 
cried out with a voice of thunder, louder than all the other 
noises; and the .Kauravas were deafened at his cries, and 
were as fearful as children who had. seen a demon ; and they 

Character of tho hurled a shower of darts at him. Then lluryodhana 
advanced with, ten of his brethren, and they shot their 
arrows at Bhuna and his soldiers, and thus the battle com
menced ; and the shouting of tho combatants, and the 
gleaming of the cuirasses, and the flashing of the s words and 
spears, were like a storm of thunder and lightning. And 
the other Pdndavas came out to help Bhfraa, and there was' 
as good a battle among them as lias ever been seen or 
hoard, whilst the dust dimmed the light of the sun, and the 
sword-strokes fell like heavy rain upon a mountain, And 

Singly combats. Yudhishthira fought Balya, and Dhrishta -dyuumo fought 
Drona, and Drupada fought Jayadratha, and there were very 
many other single combats between renowned warriors 
whose names need not be declared. And they fought fairly 
for about an hour or two, each man against his own. foe, and 
those who were mounted fought against those who were 
mounted, and those who were on foot; against those who 

Di**:«rdofthe were on foot; but then, like drunken Asuras, they forgot 
ruins of all tli0 laws of fair fighting, and fell to in great confusion.
Combat between And Abhimauyu, son of Arjuna, seeing that the battle was 
Abbimanyu wd going against the P^ndavas, went out against Bhisurua, and 
iihishma. fought with great valour; and he cut down the ensign on

?®5 . . <§L
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Bhishma’s chariot, and passed on and  killed some and  history of

wounded many* and as he was returning, many darts were hi.
thrown at him, but he regarded them as so many drops of ~
water j and Bhishma bestowed great praise upon Abhimauyu, ^jwdh^fK)rt
and said that of all the heroes ho had ever known, he had
noyor before seen a youth, whoso age was only sixteen
years, perform such prodigies of valour. And Uttar, son of Oombatw#pen 

■ 1 1 °  „  , Uttar and Sib ;' .
£aja Virata, was mounted on an elephant, and tought
against- S£lya; and his elephant overturned Siilya'a chariot
with his trunk, and S % a  fell to the ground j but Sdlyarose
up and discharged an arrow at Uttar, who thereupon fell
senseless from the elephant, and was carried off by his
father's people; and Sfilya slew the elephant, and. it fell to
the ground like a tower. Then Bhlshma charged the Combat betwgu
soldiers of the Pdudavas and made groat havoc, bub Arjuna Arjmw.
went out against him ; and Bhlshma attacked Arjuna first,
and the two fought together for a long while, until the sun
set and the drums beat to quarters, and the first day of the
great war of Bhdrata was fully over.

The foregoing account of the first day of the «n-
a> log tits b^typcon

war of BMrata is followed in the M alta BMrata by Yudwshthara 
a dialogue between Yuclhisbthira and Krishna, 
which is both puerile and mythical. The language 
is poor and the matter contemptible, whilst it seems 
to have been inserted for the sole purpose of as
sociating Krishna with the war. As, however, it 
may serve as a fair specimen of the many dialogues 
which are introduced into the story, it may be re
produced here, as follows :—

Mow when it was night, Yudhishthira went to the YudtiMhiMm 
■i -i xr • , , ,  . , , . . 1 Complains of thelodgings Oi Ivrishna, together with fas brethren, and fcivoo commitf °  , _ : ted by Bhishma,
l ) h  n s h t a -  d y u  ran a, and other warriors : and he said to him :—  proposes. retiring.
“ You have seen, 0  Krishna, how .Bhishma has fought this 
day, and how in his old age he so handled our army, that 
had not Arjuna stood out against him we should have been 
wholly discomfited: These people of mine compared with



HJSTOBY op .Blilslmia are Hko moths around a lighted lamp .; and I
rfstr ti. believe it would be better for me to dismiss them all, and

------““7'"— retire to the jungle, or step aside and slay myself,”  Krishna
C o o le d  by Mto ,  .. , v  *
rrimpuatrano«3 answered :— 0 Ram, why do vou despair so soon, whenof Krishna., who *’ '7 * 1 J
dwePaou tw vou have so many valiant brethren, and such famous 
fehUht warriors on your side P What if Bhlshma did make .havoc 
djumna. in your army, such is the nature of war, and a tiger does not 

fall back a t the first rebuff: Moreover, towards evening time 
Arjuna made equal havoc amongst the Karuravas i Resides, 
no army ought to despair which has Dhrishta-dyumna in 
command/-* And 'JDhvishta-dyumna was notch pleased at 
the words of Krishna, and the spirit of Yudhishthira was 
revived ; so they all took, leave of Krishna and returned to 
their own quarters.

jiavraiivw of tiw The narrative of the war from the second to the
war from the , . .•»' '■» . * •to u« tenth day contains some curious incidents, but de

mands no preliminary explanation. The story may 
be accordingly related as follows:—

Second day of .Now on the morning of the second day, the two armies
the war. , , .

appeared again upon the plain in battle array; and Duryod- 
hana commended the care which the Kaurovas had taken 
of Bhlshma on the preceding day, and desired that they 

dPha'T&nitiavas would Bow be equally' mindful, Then Bhlshma and theiDOUlSth! t>y _ ’’
Biiiainna, but Kaurovas rushed upon their enemy, and at the first onset
rallied by ..
Arjuna. they drove the Pandavas back ; and Arjuna seeing this, 

requested Krishna, who was his charioteer, to drive him 
against Bhlshma. And JDuryodhana reproached Bhlshma, 
.in that he had quarrelled with Kam a, who was the only 

Bhi.stimareiHo. warrior in the world who was fitted, to oppose Ariuna. A ndtftTifcly engages . . . . .  %, M ,. , .* Tr ,with Arjuna., Bhishma replied :—“ tehame be upon me tor being a. Ivsha- 
triya, for however reluctant I  m aybe, I  am compelled by 
honour to light my beloved Arjuna.”  And he immediately 
set out to do battle with Arjuna, and the two heroes fought 
and wounded each other. Meanwhile Dhrishta-dyumna was 

liMtna attached engaged in a hard contest with Drona. At this moment 
Bimini came up and was stopped by the Itaja of Magadhd, 
and hemmed in by the people of the Raja ; and Bhlina took

8 0 S  THE MAH.A MIAEATA.



■ f Ik I i' 1' , " .  > A , 1 ' I KfflB 1
! ■ ■■w M -  ■:' ■ ' b L

XII.—THE GREAT WAR. 308

Ills m ace and  struck  ab o u t him in  a ll directions, an d  a t history or 
every s tro k e  be killed, several elephan ts, and suck a  battle
took place between them as was fought in olden time ...............
between. Xn.dra and the Asuras. And the son of the Baja of season'of 
llagadha came up and killed Bhima’s charioteer and Ms Magaus! 
four horses, and Bhima slew him with one blow of Ms mace.
Then the Baja of Magadhd, to revenge the death of his son,
drov'6 Jus elephant at Bhima, who was now without horses
or driver; and .Bh ima leaped down from his chariot; and Vaults on anele-
rushod. forward with Ms sword, when another son of the aSnd'^.6y8
Baja of Magadiiti interposed with his elephant ; and. Bhima
put his hands upon the tusks of the elephant and vaulted
upon hig back, and cut off the head of the young man and
turow it at the feet of his father. And the Baja of Magadhd stays the taj*
almost died with grief at the death of both'his sons, and &  SgSK!
hud a fierce-battle with Bhima; but at length Bhima lifted
up his great mace and slew both the Baja and his elephant at
a single blow. Then the Baja's troops fell upon Blihua, but
he blew the shell of victory, and his own army heard it and
cfimo to Ms rescue ; and the Kuuravas were greatly troubled
when they heard that the Baja of Magadha and his two sons
were amongst the slain.

After this there was a great battle between Abhimanyu, Abhimanyu 
son of .Arj una, and Lakshmana, a son of Diuyodhana. The 
two youths fought bravely together, and Abhimanyu gained 
the victory and slew the son of Duryodhana. And when Attacked by 
Duryodhana saw that his son was dead, he flew with m a n y K S y  
of his Rajas to attack Abhimanyu, and the Pfindavas cried 
o u t T h e y  are murdering Abhimanyu by force of mini- 
bersf And Arj una heard these words, and pounced like a f%m or ail the 
falcon upon Duryodhana and all his forces; and all the *SofA.V 
Bajas fled at the very sound of his chariot, and left their 
arms, and their horses, and their elephants, and everything 
else behind them, for there was no one amongst them who 
would face Arj una. And Duryodhana called upon them by 
name to rally round him, but no one heeded his words, and 
Duryodhana finding himself alone was compelled to fly in 
like maimer. So Arj una gained the victory, and he and

'  I ( I d w i  i " i '1 \ ' i ,f')£ ' ad*; .t, ‘ { \ 1 A 11 t M 1 r ^  1 V f a  > i ) f f r ŝ /''
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history, ov Krishna blew their shells in triumph- Meantime the wise 
Vu/m *? Bhiskma perceived the disastrous condition of his army, and,

" ♦h—-— -  ̂- was much astonished, and he said to Drona j— et See  ̂worthy 
in» at tim havoc bredeptor, how Ariuua is committing fearful havoc: He is 
.iuua. dreadful as Tama, and I see no chance of defeating him this

day j and our own army is so shattered that wo cannot lead 
them .against the P&ndavas, who the more they tight soeinio 
grow the stronger i The gods are against u s; our warriors 
are weary and panic-stricken; and it would be unwise to 
expose them this day to another conflict: So pass "he order 
for leaving the field, and direct that all may be ready in the 
morning for to-morrow’s battle. ” Then Drona gave the 
order, and the Kauravas returned to their camp with sad 

successes of Hus hearts. But on that day the Pandavas had done .mighty 
things, and they and their troops returned to their quarters 
in great joy and glory; and so that night passed away.

Third day of the On the morning of the third, day the Pandavas drew up
g ^ „ ll<KW their army in the form of a half-moon, and made such a. 
k X ^ t t b e  charge that they fell at once' on the front and two flanks of 

the Kauravas. And they dashed on pell-mell and broke the 
enemy’s line and throw it into disorder, and then re-formed 
themselves and charged again ; and in the confusion 
charioteers and horsemen charged tho footmen contrary to 
rule, and slew them with, darts on which they had inscribed 
their own names j but order was soon restored by JBhiskma 
and Arjuna, and they then fought their equals only, as had 

Terrible siangh- been agreed upon at the beginning of the war. The Slaughter 
ter* on this day was terrible, and the plain was strewed with

heaps of dead, and weapons of every description, and. bodies 
without heads, and horses without riders; and the dust was 

crips of tiw laid with rivers of blood ; and the wounded writhed about in 
wounded. ^  directions aBd fiBed the air with their piercing shrieks

and melancholy cries; and still as they fell and rose they 
sfcruo'ded m combat with each other; and from the excess 
of bloodshed and carnage that day the battle was called 

Dead won rise Maharadra. Even the bodies of those who were dead rose 
mui tight eai-h without their heads and lought each other ; and when the 

people saw this they saw it  was an omen that the whole ot
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the iivingv.wonld -be slain. Then the great CHeftuins o f the histouy of 
Kaurovas felt upon the Pandavas,' and the battle'., raged
furiously, and was fearful to behold; for when the swords-of —------ -—«■
the warriors were blunted and tboir arrows spent, they tore 
up trees by the roots and slew each other with them, or fle w Th» wawtara 
a t each other with their clenched fists, and kicked, and 
wrpsfcled, and tore each other with their teeth and. nails.
And the Piindavas drove back the Kaurovas, and tho Umuisoom-e 
Kaurovas in their flight resembled the rushing of the waters 
at the new and fall moon.

DuryodhariJi, now saw that his forces were being rented, 
and he went to Bhishma and complained of his indifference n«ryodhmi» 
to the slaughter of the Kanravas, and begged that he would *̂ tferetwse;i» •

, , 0 0  BUUhuia.
exert himself to the utmost to defeat the Pkndavas. At
these words the eyes of Bluduna became rod with wrath, but Bin*!jmam:ov s
he sounded the- shells and trum pets,.and tho Kaurovas the Kaurayad
responded to the call ; and the battle raged again more *»y Aijun*.
furiously than before, and Bh.feh.ma drove the army of the
Pstndavas before him, and killed very many. But'A rjuna
requested Krishna to drive him against Bhishma, and the
Piindavns' turned back and fought desperately j and after a
long (rime the Kanravas were defeated, and retired to their
own quarters], and the Pandavas blew the shell of victory
and returned, in. triumph to their camp, and bestowed great
praises upon Arjuna, and thus ended the third day of the
battle.

And now the war raged every day from the fourth to the The w.wms*«i- 
ninth day, and sometimes the Chieftains fought single totVoaiUtOi .̂ 
combats, and sometimes the armies fought together pell- 
mell, bat though very many were killed on either side, yet 
the issue was as far off as ever, and the Pandavas were still 
unconqueted,. whilst the Kaurovas were much disheartened Kwiraw au 
at their ill success. On tho evening of the ninth day, when «^ne^gtiw 
the Kaurovas had ret urned to their quarters, Duryodhana,
Bakuni, Duhsdsana, and Kama held a consultation together 
about their disasters; and Duryodhana said :— t( 0  warriors, Duiy. '.ma-i 
why is it that whilst we have Bhishma, and Drona, and ^inail’sufilli 
Rripa, and Balya on our side, we are still unable to conquer 

- von. t , 20
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history of Hip PsmdaVas ? Why should 1 he defeated every day, and 

Pjvima. jxiy army 'decrease m num b cry, whilst the landavas axe still
..- Alive ? Let me know, I  pray you, how we can succeed in

Theyta- destroying our enemies ? ” Karim replied 0 Kaja, oast 
uw\«mS iv3 aside your grief! Arrange that Bhishma withdrawk from 
Jwvrtbocom. tJie g0 t ]mt I  may pat on my armour and do battle

upon the plain, and I  swear to yon that f  will clear the 
earth of the P&ndavas/3

Duryodtoaa So Duryodhana went to the tent of Bhishma and sa id : •
t “ If you will defeat the Pandavas according to your promise, 

ha should retire, ^  weU. if you are desirous of showing1 mercy to
the Pandavas, then do you lay aside your arms and permit 
Kama to destroy my enemies.3'1,

B itvinyia’s When Bhishma heard this reproachful language from
,vililh’ Duryodhana he was touched to the heart, and uttered not a

word ♦ hub presently he exclaimed, with a voice of thunder 
BMsiym̂ n- “  0  Raja, I am doing my utmost, and disregarding my own 
thaBtoda/won life, in order to serve you ; Why then do you still reproach 
^ri*rtiponyth' me With cruel words ! On the morrow however you shall 

either heholcl me dead upon the field, or you shall bo 
entirely freed from your enemies/3 So saying he dismissed 
Duryodhana and retired to his own couch..

'j'Mitii day of the Next morning, being the tenth day of the war, Daryod-
"w ' harm told all his Chieftains that Bhishma had resolved to

slay the Pandavas or to fall by their hands. Then the 
armies were marshalled, upon the plain, and Bhishma pro
ceeded to the front of his arm y; and challenged Arjuna to 

’terrible conflict battle; and there was a terrible conflict between Bhishma 
mn. and and Arjuna which lasted many hours, and all the warriors on 

either side ceased their combats in order that they might 
Bhishma mor- look on. At last after much fighting Bhishma received a 
tally Tffouudod. m0l,tai wound• arid he fell from his chariot upon the ground, 

and Arjuna went up to him and brought him water, and all 
the warriors on either side paid homage to the dying 
patriarch. But Bhishma did not give up the ghost, but lay- 
on the ground many days, and a guard was set upon him by 
Raja Duryodhana until he died.

Ho view of the . ,
the wa"llaysof The foregoing selections from the narrative ot
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the first ten days of the war are sufficient to iliu«- hibto&t or
trate the desultory character of the fighting; and pA«r ii. iff':; 
here it should be remarked that however popular 
some of the scenes appear to be, such as the mythi
cal contest between Bhfrna and the Raja of Magadha 
and his sons, the onslaught of Arjuna, and the' great 
charge of the army of the Pandavas in the form of 
a half-moon, still the interest centres in the single interest contw*

„ . , ‘ , in t!io stngto
combat between Rhishma and Arjuna, in which the 
former'was slain. The legend of this combat un-Aijlwa” 
doubtediy referred to a real event; but in the Mafia 
Bh&rata, the narrative is so overloaded with super
natural details, introduced for the purpose of ex
plaining away the unseemly character of the contest 
between the old patriarch and his youthful kinsman, 
that It will be sufficient to accept the bare fact that 
the two warriors, engaged in several single combats, 
and that ultimately Bhfshma was slain. One point, Sipjtti.tiar effort

. J  i  i .  • , % .BraiutianiKOhowever, in these mythical additions appears to be :,t
worthy of notice, namely, the palpable effort to 
Brahmanize the character of Rhishma. In what 
appears to be the original tradition Bhfsfima is re
presented as a loyal and venerated patriarch, who 
had withdrawn his claim to the Raj in order to 
gratify his father, and had subsequently educated 
the fathers of the Kauravas and Pandavas for the 
throne, and trained them in the use of arms. The 
Brahnvanical compilers, however, seem to have been 
desirous of reproducing so celebrated a hero in a 
character more adapted to their own religious ideas; 
and consequently, by the bold introduction of fa
bulous matter, they have actually succeeded, from a 
Hindu point of view, in transforming the rude and 
honest veteran into a pious ascetic and moral
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histoby qf teacher. Blifshma is saw! to have been so thickiy 
pii;Tln. pierced in every part of his body by the arrows of

yy...Ariium, that when he fell mortally wounded from
his chariot, he rested as it were upon the points of

couch formed of the arrows, A pillow for his head was formed by
arr wheadiynid. 1 -r  , ,  - i  . . .  ■>t.h«u deiiveroMi three more arrows. In this condition he lay m a
some moral «iia v -

y S di8' state of consciousness for many weeks, having re
ceived from his father the miraculous power of fix
ing the hour when he should die. In the first in
stance he called for Duryodhana, and in a lengthy 
address advised him before it was too late to restore 
half of the Raj to the Pdndavas; and subsequently 
tried to persuade Kama to desert Duryodhana and 
espouse the cause of the P&ndavas. Having failed, 
in both cases, he continued to lie on his arrowy 
couch, until long after the war was over, when just 
before giving up the ghost he took the opportunity 
of delivering to Yudhishthira a prolix discourse on 
the duties of kings,8 Such startling incongruities 
as these are only valuable as illustrating the character 
of the interpolations, which the Brahmanioal compil
ers have introduced into the national Epic; but the 
Brahmanioal teaching' involved in the discourses will 
be brought under discussion in dealing with the re
ligious ideas which prevailed at a later age.

2nd, .t>roi;ik’s The second period in the progress of the war
Vm* 'l comprises the history of the live days during which

a Another preposterous myth connected with the death of Bhhhmti may bo re
corded in a note. He is said to have received the mortal, wound not from Arjuna, 
but from a warrior named Sikhandin, who was a younger son of Baja Drupada. 
In a previous birth Sikhandin is said to have been a female named AmbV and w as 
indeed the elder daughter of the Baja of Kftsi whom BhLslima had carried away to 
he the wife of his half-brother Viohitra-virya. She bad perished in the jungle, 
but before her death she bad been assured by Barasu Rama, that she should become 
a man in a future birth, and cause the deu th of IShislimo, who had been the a ithor 
of all her misfortunes. B<w jpa^e 53.
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the command was lifeld \yy tbe preceptor Drona, who ntsTour.or 
succeeded Bhishma as Generalissimo of the Kaura- n. 
vas. At this stage of the contest the single combats ^ nkMsncool. 
became more prominent : and it is evident, t-hat' dn8b̂ **OTO.bal8- 
the original tradition it was in a great measure these 
combats that decided the fortunes of the war. The Thmstoiportma

ineidtmfs in the
narrative of Drona s command is characterized by 
three important incidents I

1st, The attempts of Drona and the Kauravas to 
take' Yudhishthira prisoner.

2nd, The death of Abhimanyu, son of Arjnna, 
and the tragical circumstances' which followed it.

3rd, The death of Drona, who was slain in a 
single combat with Dhrishta-dyumna, the General - 
.issimo of the Pan da vas,

These incidents will call for remark hereafter, 
but they may first be related as follows:—

Now it was on the tenth day of his command that election of 
BWdhma was mortally wounded; and Duryodhana, and hi,a 
brethren, and all his allies returned to the camp very 
mournful ; and they elected Drona, to tape the command 
in the room of Blushma,

Arid on the morrow, which, was the first day of Drona's Eleventh day of 
command, and the eleventh of the war, Drona - -promised first of Dr.;n»’s
.... ' . . . .  eomwmnd.
Duryodhana that he would take Yudhishttura p r i s o n e r o f » r o n »  
but he could not do as lie had desired, for Krishna and tllira pHsotleP’ 
Arjnna wore ever on the alert to protect Yudhi.shthira. K?febl^^dy 
And when it was evening, Drona said to Duryodhana:— “ I  Ar|lllia- 
cannot deliver Yudhishthira into your hands whilst Krishna 
and Arjuna are his keepers ,- but if you can draw’ away 
Asjuna from the field, I  can take Yudhishthira alive.”
Then Snsarman, Raja of Trigarta, said to DuryodhanaSusammn and 
{i I  and my four brethren will send a challenge to Arjuna on Ihim'scrPa 
the morrow to figh t us at some place far away from. Yud- Arjura?0 t0 
hishthira ; and it is certain that he will accept the challenge.
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Jtlft.TOBi' o f w ithout caring' for our superior num bers.”  A nd  Duryod-
V A titJ t ,̂ana approved of the plot, and Snsannair arm his brethren

— I -----— .took an oath that while life remained riie-y would not turn
their backs against Arjuna; and they kindled a lire and
adjured it to bear witness to their sincerity. So Susar-
man despatched a challenge to Arjuna to come out to battle
on the twelfth, day of the w a r; and Arjufia acquainted
Yudhishtbira with the challenge which he had received.
And Yudhishtbira said :•— “  This is a plot to separate yon.
from mb, that Drona may take.me prisoner according to his

a buna accepts promise/” But Ariuna rep lied :— “  I. am bound not to thu challenge, ,.
Ravicforrad6 r e *tlS 0  any challenge, nor to dispute about the place pro- 
hiahih'.ra. posed, nor to chaffer about superior numbers.”  So .A.rjuxia 

returned answer that he accepted the challenge.
Twelfth dn.y or When the morning of the second day of Drona’s eom-

of Dro- mom! and  twelfth day of the- w ar had  fully como, both, nil’s oonntsnistt. . . ■ . . . , ,
armies were put m battle-array ; and Arjuna, having
obtained the permission of Ylidhishthira, went to the place
appointed by Susarman, and found the brethren there, and

Arjwna defeats sounded his shell. And the battle lasted some time, but
liis brethreui Arjuna obtained the victory over all his enemies, and put

them to flight, and then taunted Susarman and his brethren
with the oath they had. taken not to tu rn  their backs upon
.him. Meanwhile, Drona advanced .to take Yiidhishtliira
prisoner, and Yudhishtllira retreated in great alarm; and

Tiidiiisht-hira being much pressed, he mounted a fleet horse and. galloped
Ksoapashejng out of sight- j for it is.no shame for a JfCshafcriya to fly away
by ihoila. u ' from a Brahman. And Duryodhana and Kama reproached

Drona, for having’ permitted Yudhishthira to escape out of
his hands.

'Thirteenth day On the third day of Drona’s command, and thirteenth 
thirkof Umua’s day of the war, Susarman and his four brethren sent a 

second challenge to Arjuna to fight in the southern quarter 
Afionafl^hts Gf the plain, and Arjuna again accepted the challenge, 
stioond time. Meantime Drona, who was very skilful in the a rt of war, 
■jDi-oua draws up drew up Iris army in the form of a spider’s w eb; so that if
1.1k) in T. . - * -j i  j * 11 * 11 » i *the form of a a Pandava made a charge., and got within the enemy's' lines, 
spidm s wc >. WOuid bo thereupon surrounded by warriors and unable



to  m ake h is escape. And w hen the Pfmdnvas saw  their mistoet of 
enem ies arranged  in th is  m anner, they  w ere aston ished , and
sa id :— ■“  As Arjuna, has gone out to fight Susarman and his ~—-— ------
brethren, we are unable to draw up an army in  the same abiVto oppose

. . .  i vi t the spider swb.
array as the K a u r a v a s . S o  the I ’andavaa marshalled 
themselves in the best form that they were able, and placed 
Bhrina in tlieir van, and their other Captains here and there.
Then Yudhishthira said to his principal warriors j—-"  The 
Kanravas have placed themselves in an array which no one 
■understands save Arjuna and K rishna; so until they return 
it will be necessary tha t some who are here should fight 
against them, lest it should be said that without Arjuna and 
Krishna we are no match for the Kanravas.”  A nd there 
was present the young and heroic Abhima nyu, who was only 
sixteen yearn of age; and he was the son of Arjuna, and 
had boon married to Uttard, the daughter of Kaja Ymita.
And Yudhishthira said to Abhimanyu :— “  A  sou is the Yudbtehttka 
essence of his father, and a lion’s cub has the valour and hfomayu tocharge (me
fierceness of the lio n ; 'so do you charge the Kauravas and spider’s web. 
break th is spider’s web of theirs.”  Then Abhimanyu 
kissed the feet of Yudhishthira, and said i— “  You desire 
me to pass through this impenetrable spider’s w e b , but I  
cannot consent to take the lead in  any dangerous under
taking.”  Then Yudhishthira said ;— u  J only ask you to 
enter the spider’s web, and make a passage for us : W e will 
follow immediately upon your heels : I f  you can once make 
an opening it will never close; and BMma and others of our 
army will take care to profit by your skill ”  Abhimanyu 
replied :— te 0  reverend Sire, I  shall enter the impenetrable 
spider’s web, as an insect falls upon a fire : But unless 1 kill 
one of my enemies, I  am not the son of Subhadra ; and if, 
seated upon my chariot, I  do not kill all the Kshatriyas who 
are here, I  will never acknowledge myself to be the son of 
Arjuna.”  Abhimanyu then ordered his charioteer to  drive AtWmr.nyu 
on, and ho entered the ranks of the enemy, and challenged riot h»to dm 
any warrior to b a ttle ; and the Kauravas caught him in  their and̂ orfomw 
midst like a whirlwind ; and Abhimanyu. fought manfully, valour, 

and he cut down all who came before h im ; but he- was as a
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history or single man against all the Kaiiravtis. Afeanwhilo the 'Pun- 
rlavas saw that the boy was•. being hemmed in, and they

........——-..- pursued: hint closely to deliver him ; but the wicked »laya-
venfaid bylaya- dratha saw virlmt they Wore striving to do, and the fire ol 
cuitifTAbisi* enmity was in his heart, for the humiliation he had received 

, after carrying away Dranpaii. And Jayadratha threw
himself into the way of the P&ndavas, so that they could not 

Abhitaanyn pass him and rescue Abhimanyu. At this time .Duhsdsana, 
^ “warrioRUM̂ and his son, and four other warriors surrounded the young 

Abhimanyu, and thought to slay him ; but he still withstood 
them all- A t last his foot slipped, and just as he was re
covering himself, the son of Duhsdsaaa struck him on the 
head with his mace and dashed out Ms brains ; and he died 
that same moment as pure a s  if he had never been born, 

Extreme beauty And he was Very young and verv handsome, and he left theantUpreyttsS or * :/■ ' "
Abbitramyu. world with such a display of valour as no mkn. has over 

seen ; and such sweetness, and beauty appeared upon his 
dead body, that all who saw him were astonished at his 
comeliness, and they lamented him very sore. And when 

4»refo«.a<J Krt«f Tudhishthira heard that Abhimanyu was dead, he rushed 
oi 'iiiuiiwiu.hu a. to spot and found him lying on the earth covered-with

wounds as befits a hero; and he could not endure the sight, 
but threw himself upon the ground, weeping and wailing, 
and casting dust upon his head ; for he knew that it was by 
his command that Abhimanyu had gone upon this service. 

General outory And all his friends and all the enemies of the Kaurovas 
o/jwOTtfiy Chief- alike condemned the manner of the. death of'Abhimanyu,
!\s hinmiiyu. for they said it was a cowardly tiling for • six experienced 

Chieftains to fall upon such a stripling.
Arjantfsiwer- No w as Amina was returning from ' fighting Susarman,iAwfcrfftg grief °  o o ■'
r •iis'a'of Ab̂ tl'° saw rflany ©vil omens, and he showed them to Krishna ; 
himajiyu. and when they returned to their quarters, Yndhishthira told 

him all that had.happened to his sou Abhimanyu; how that 
Abhimanyu had been beset by six heroes, and had fallen 
with the utmost glory, and how Jayadratha had blocked up 
the way and prevented the Pandavas from coming’ to the 

JS la tteYbe- re8©ue > but he did not say that ho had commanded Abhi- 
teom!MTOw0a manyu t°  charge the Kauravaa. When Arjuna heard that.his
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sou. was sk in , his grief Was beyond, all bounds, and  lie fell history oe 
down, like erne d e a d ; and when ho recovered himself he swoye viv-fri
that be would take the life of Jayadratha before the setting — —--------
of the'morrow’s sun, or else- enter the funeral pile ; but be 
was a changed man under the burden of his grief, and the 
perspiration ran down his face heavily. Then Krishna Krishna eon- 
said :— <e Your son has perished so gloriously’that his fame ” 
will endure for. ever, arid it might bo said that ho is still, 
ali ve : Children, like worldly'.goods, are given to us by God; \ 

and he can resume them at his own pleasured’ In  this ■ 
mannor Krishna in some degree condoled Arjuna ; and he ■ 
then wont off to comfort Subhadra, the mother of the ommv -ts su- 
young m an; and he said to. her :— “  How happy is the nuiwi th«
" ,, , . , .  ' , mother anamother whose son. has met with so glorious a aestihy iwidow of 
Thou ho spoke in like manner to the young widow Uttard, 
who was about to become a m other; and after a while ho 
administered - some consolation to them , for they had given 
themselves up to despair. He then dismissed nil the Rajas 
who had come to console Arjuna, saying :— u  I t  is now 
night, and the morrow i j  a great day for us, and you should 
not lose a moment of sleep that you. can possibly secure. •”
•So .the Rajas went to their several quarters, and Krishna'His touching' 
was left alone with Arjuna ; ami he took him by the hand, uikfeAptiWa 
and led him in, and seated him, ami lie laid many topics of night, 
consolation before h im ; for lie would not leave him alone 
lest he should rush out in despair and fall madly upon the 
enemy in the night tim e; but he ordered all the people 
about him to continue armed and on the watch through >ut 
the whole night. And when it was midnight Krishna called order, hi* Cha- 
to his charioteer, and acquainted him with the vow that morn to drive 
Arjuna had made to slay Jayadratha, and he ordered him 
to make ready his chariot at early morn that he m ight drive 
Arjuna to the battle.

Meanwhile a spy, that was in the camp of the. Bindavas, CswawUy «,t 
had gone to  Jayadratha and told liim of the vow that Arjuna arath»to'!Xv 
had made. And Jayadratha was sore afraid, and at night 
time lie went to Raja Duryodhana, and besought him for 
leave to depart; and Duryodhana took him to Drona, and
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history of told all ids story. But Droua made light of the matter, and 
irjl'cAr :— There are many great warriors here who can pro-

-....—~——  teet Jayadratha;' and on the morrow I will so arrange the
army that Arjana cannot come near him, and I will station 
him in the rear of the army." So Jayadratha was satisfied 
and returned to bis own quarters.

'FwiAmith day Now when the morning had dawned of the fourth day of 
fw rW p t Drona’s command, and fourteenth day of the war, A n ana
nKfed- went out to fight Jayadratha, and Sbtyaki and Bhima went
or An mm, with him ; but Buryodhaua kept them at bay : and thesefetytilti. ami , , . '■ **
lihu .a to reach iour Ohiettains were like tour gamblers, and Jayadratha was JayadnitBa. , ..... , r .

their stake. And .llama came up and fought Bhima, and a
8 &s*ty»ki 'whosc name wasBhurisrava, fought against Slityaki.
iuvLH1̂ the battle between Bhurisrava and Sat.ya.ki was very

hot, and when their weapons were all exhausted they came
nhitmmva to close quarters after the manner of wrestlers. And Bim-Patya ,
m mid w w ro a  m rava caught featvaki by the hair of his head, and kicked 
hearl- him on his breast, and dragged him along the ground, and

made ready to cut off his head. Now Sbtyaki was the .kins
man of Krishna, and Krishna seeing that his kinsman was 

Krishnarn- about to be slain, turned to Ariuna and said :— “ W e  mustquests Ai’junai .
t«interfere. hasten and release Satyaki.” So Arjuna threw a weapon
the arras of * which cut off the arms of Bhurisrava, and saved the life of 
Bhui ii.i.iva- g-ityaki. Then Bhurisrava opened his mouth in abuse of
S ' S k l f  Krishna and Arjtma, and sa id :— “  The Pbndavas once were 

famous for fair fighting, but it is foul play that whilst I  am 
engaged with my own antagonist, you.should come up and 
wound me unawares: Will Yud.hishthi.ra praise you for 
such conduct, or is it Yudhishthira, or Indra, or Brbhma 

Aunnft’s de- who has given you such lessons in war ? 5,1 Arjuna amswer- 
j ed i— JS W ar is altogether treachery and deceit, and the 
1 whole business of it is to get the better of one’s enemy : 

Now Sbtyaki is one- of our side, and you had seized him by 
, the hair, and were dragging 'him along the ground, and the 
' injury was as if it was done to m yself; and when you were 

going to cut off his head, where would have been any friend
ship in the world if I had not rescued him from your hands ? ” 

vi» rajniflJch*” But all the Kauravas bitterly reproached Arjuna for throw -
Arjuna.
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iug a. weapon at a man with whom ho was not uv conflict; iostokv o r  
and Arjm -i Kuto them took to themselves, who had. sent six pAjjx ii. 
of tfeenr- greatest warriors to murder his son Abhim&nyu, '•
who was a mere stripling and had done no harm. Mean- 
while, Bhnrisrara in consequence of his wound had let his tea
weapons fall to the ground, and prepared himself for death ; 
and Arjuna said to him :—“ Since i t .is I  who have caused 
you.r death, I  now send you to the assembly of Indra j so go 
thither until you are purified from all your sins.”  A t this 
time S&tyaki, who had been delivered from the hands of 
Bhurisrava, approached him in gfceat anger; and not wish- 
standing all that Krishna and Arjuna could say to prevent 
hip falling upon, a dying man, ho buffeted and kicked Bhuris
rava, and then he out off his head.

When Ssityaki had thus dam  his enemy, Arjuna wont 
with him and Bbima to fight against Jayadratha; and the 
day was far spent, and Duryodhana sent many warriors to 
fight against them, so that the sun might set without the 
fulfilment of the vow, and Arjuna bo compelled to enter the 
fire. Arid Atjuna fought desperately and defeated many 
Chieftains.of high renown; and at last he found Jayadratha, 
and engaged with, him in battle. And Jayadratha strug- 
gled with all his might, for the sun was going down in the Woresunwi. 
w est; and he and Arjuna came to kicks and buffets, and 
Arjuna at last; threw him upon the ground, and cut off his 
head only a moment before the setting of the sun.

Then Bhxma, when he saw the head of Jayadratha, set Exnjtotion.or 

up a loud shout of triumph ; and the hearts of the Kanravas 
were filled with, sorrow, whilst the Pandavas rejoiced with 
exceeding joy. And the sun set in the heavens, but the 
warriors would not stay the battle in the evening as they Battle con-

. .. T i n  tinned through*
had done on. all the previous days of the war, but they out the night, 
fought on and cared not for food or sleep ; and there was 
much slaughter, for every man was in great wrath. And 
when the darkness came on they fought at hazard, not 
knowing friend from foe. And the night became terrible Frightful oon- 
beyond all te lling ; fathers slew their sons and sons their uarknous. 
fathers, and they out and hewed like men that were mad.
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history o» Then Yudhisklhira, Boeing that the darkness was filling the 

j® )!̂  plain with unutterable horror, ordered many lighted torches 
piahi of Kn- be brought ; and every man took a torch and fought 
™ h ' Ufl with it in his hand, and ten torches were fastened to ©very 
Ha*«r- sofijits'by chariot. And the whole plain of Karukshotra was as light 
teoiihgij,. fts j fty.. an(j  |̂ie g0 ]fi en cuirasses of. the Bujas were as radi

ant as the sun; and the jewels on their arms and hands 
sparkled in the glare, and the swords and spears hashed 
like lightning. And they threw large stones at each other, 
and hurled chariot-wheels; and when a man threw Ms 
enemy down he cut off his head, and carried it in his hand; 
and their months were stained with blood as they thirsted 
for the blood of each other, and the plain was filled with 
dead corpses. And the son of Bh ima, by his Asm a ■wife, was 
amongst the slain.

Short interval And when it was about midnight, and sleep was over- 
miditfehtrat powering the eyes of all those who remained alive, Arjuna 

cried out with a loud voice that the battle should cease for 
a while, and that all men should rest and sleep. Then all 
the warriors on either side rejoiced at the words of Arjuna; 
and the rider of the elephant laid Ms head upon his ele
phant, and the horseman laid his head upon his horse, and 
for a brief space they were in a deep slumber; but presently 

Himp'vs.! of tht< the moon arose, and both armies were awakened and again 
light! ’’ 1 ' begirt themselves for shedding each other's blood. Then 

Duryodbuna reproached Drona. inasmuch as he had not 
murdered the Piiudavas whilst they were sleeping; but 
Drona objected to the wicked perfidy, and said that Arjuna 

Tins iiat'.'O goes could never be taken thus. And the battle raged furi- 
m,not(V»s. ously, and Xudhishthira was sorely wounded, and the Rajas 

Yirata and Drupada were both defeated by Drona, and 
.Drona cut off their heads upon the plain. Now the Pan- 
davas were nearly vanquished, for thousands of their war- 

Vu'vr>f Dhrishta- riors were slain; but DhrisMa-dyumna, the Generalissimo 
liroiia'.'1 *iUy of the PMidavas, vowed to avenge, the death of his father 

Drupada, and took an oath that he would not drink water 
•.. „ until he should have slain Drona. Then Bhltna said to

s?mui‘cn"fU Dhrishta-dyurnna :—"Y ou are too young a warrior to cope
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with such an experienced soldier as Drona, so let me engage history  op 
him firs; so as. to tiro him, and then do you come up and pAhdx
finish him.” Avid. BMma fought with Drona until the 7 : 7 ..— 7

rising of the sun, and then .Dhyisbta-dyuinna fought against 
Drona until it was mid-day, hut neither could prevail against command., . . o i l  , , DhrlshSa-dyuitv-
h im ; but at tins moment it'was falsely told Drona taa t Jus u»fights loom.I.'ro«JVovt'Moine
son AswattMma was dead : and .Drona laid down ms arms, |>y u.t îa of alie.
and Dhrishta-dyumna wished' upon him and severed his
head from his body. And Dhrishta-dyumna then took up ehvishta fiyaw-. na. hobnails
tho head of Drona, and throw it towards Duryodhana and Brtioa. 
the other Kuuntv&s, saying:—■“ Take the head of him in 
whom you prided yourselves, and I will cut off all your 
heads in like manner.”

Then all the IYtndavas rejoiced exceedingly, and Bhuna Kejokin|fcg>f 
ran to Dhrishta-dyumna and embraced him, and kissed his 
hand and face, and said:—“ To-morroW, when Kama also 
has lost Iris head, I  will kiss and embrace you again.”  But 
all tho Kauravas. were very sorrowful when they beheld' the Deep rearct «<■ 
head of Drona, and they were all disheartened, and. liko a tho aenth of ‘* v j XJron n
flock without a  shepherd ; and they were in great despair, 
and said.:—-" Tho Piindavas have' extinguished the light of 
ns all.”  Then they all burst into tears and forsook the field 
of battle. At this time, Aswatthdma, not knowing that his 
father 'Drona had been slain, went to Raja Duryodhana, and 
asked him why ho desisted .from fighting; and -when As- 
watthdma heard all .that had happened, he said ■:— f ‘ If I  do w»*o thedenth1 1 _ cf Iirona.
not revenge the death of my father, and slay Dhrishta-d) - 
urnna, and all his kinsfolk, I am not the son of Drona : So 
long as I  have breath will I  make war against the P&a- 
davas.”

TEe loregoing narrative of the five days of Rwiew of n- 
Drona/s. command comprises some of the most sig- 
mficant incidents in the history of the great war.t:0ilIHm5Kl- 
Whilst it has been found impossible on all occasions 
to separate the mythical from the real, stili the 
graphic pictures of barbarous warfare, and the 
terrible illustrations of the savage passion, for re-
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THSTOBY of venge, which are frequently presented to the imagina- 
vuit if. tion, throw a strong light upon the real character of 

this memorable conflict,
Tnimishtwrs, The first point which, demands consideration is
coivvA 0 the representation of Yudhishthira, not merely as a 

man of peace, but as an arrant coward, in the 
negotiations which preceded the war, he had offered 
to sacrifice so large a proportion of his own rights 
and those of his brothers as to excite the anger of 
Draupadi and the disapproval of Krishna. But in 
the foregoing narrative ho exhibits a pusillanimity 
which Is scarcely intelligible. When at Jacked by 
Drona he mounted a horse and galloped away; and 
such cowardice is excused on the ground that it was 
no shame for a Ksbatriya to rim away from a

XiraJiraatrical Br&hman. This assumption in favour of the Brain
ivasotutassigned . . . . .  „ . .  , . ,  ,
o r  hu w a r d ,  mans is startling from its very audacity, and may 

be ascribed to the same Brahmanical compilers 
who would convert Drona into a Brahmanical Guru 
or Acharya. Again, when Drona had drawn up his 
army in dangerous array, Yudhishthira refrained 
from charging the enemy himself, and commanded 
his young nephew, the boy bridegroom of sixteen 
years of age, to make the desperate attempt; but ho 
appears to have been so ashamed of his conduct on 
this occasion, that when he was called upon to tell 
the sad story to Arjuna, he carefully suppressed the 
fact that he had himself ordered Abhimanyu to 
charge the “ spider’s web.” How far this singular 
timidity formed a part of the real character of Yud- 
hishthira, or how far it is the result of the effort of 
the Brahmanical compilers to represent him in the 
character of Dharma, must of course be open to 
question. Possibly Yudhishthira, who is elsewhere
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treated as a model of goodness- and wisdom, is. in** histobt oi*G  ̂ y  > T O T H  A-.
tended as an apology for the un warlike conduct of Aid i%,
the Brail’.nans themselves, or for the cowardice of......
some priest-ridden Baja, who had been brought 
under the thraldom of the Brahmans.

The story of the death of Abhimanyu, and the 
tragical, incidents which followed, forms, perhaps, 
one of th e most to uching events in the history of the 
war. How far the details are mythical will be a 
matter of opinion.; but the main story is pain
fully pathetic. The boy bridegroom had been 
cowardly overpowered and slaughtered after per
forming prodigies of valour; and the beauty and 
sweetness of bis countenance in death excited the 
pity of all who beheld him. But the wrath of the 
spectators was excited not so much by the dastardly 
conduct of the six warriors who had surrounded 
the stripling, as by the malicious proceeding of 
Jayadratha, the ill-conditioned Raja who had endea
voured to carry off Draupadf in the jungle, and who 
on the present occasion, obstructed the Pdndavas in 
their efforts to rush to the rescue. Under such cir
cumstances the vow of the bereaved father io take 
the life of Jayadratha becomes intelligible, and the 
details connected with the performance of the vow 
are such as might have been expected in an ancient 
tradition which has been more or less embellished by 
the bards. Bat there are one or two collateral scenes 
which are very suggestive. The combat between &***» «fi»- 
Bhorisrava and Sdtyaki is fearfully savage. After a 
desperate struggle without weapons, B lm risravaya,ki' 
throws his enemy upon the ground, and drags him 
along by the hair, and then prepares to cut off his 
head. Arjuna interferes, contrary to the laws of
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hotoby of war, and saves Sdtyaki by mutilating Bhumrava.
i'aot h. Lastly, Batya'ki fells upon Iris wounded enemy, kicks 

. and buffets him, and then cuts off his head. .Such
atrocious proceedings seem to have excited both 
armies to madness ; and led to that desperate battle 
by torch-light which furnishes, perhaps, the most 
picturesque description of hand-to-hand carnage 
which can he found in the history of war. 

lleview of the The death of Drona, the venerable preceptor of
r.eaWi of Urona. . _

the Kauravas and Pandavas, was evidently regarded, 
as a turning-point m the great struggle. Ho had 
nearly vanquished the Pdndavas by the slaughter of 
their chief allies; but he in his turn was slain by 
the son of one of his victims. He had defeated 
and put to death his ancient enemy Drupada, the 
Raja with whom he had been at feud when he first 
entered the service of Mahdraja Phritardshtra ; and 
it is a curious circumstance that the IYiinlavas had 
originally aided their preceptor in revenging himself 
upon .Drupada, and had subsequently taken the 
daughter of Drupada to wife. Dhrishta-dyumna, 
the son of Drupada, swore to revenge the death of 
his father, and did eventually succeed in beheading 
Drona, as Drona had beheaded Drupada. But in 

w-thicaw, the Mafia Bhdrata the story of - the combat between 
b'iihoMs.Sifi l! Phrisbta - dyumna and Drona is complicated by 

mythical details, which have apparently a two-fold 
object in view; namely, first to represent Drona as 
a Brdhman, and a faithful worshipper of Vishnu; 
and, secondly, to cover or conceal a treacherous lie 
which seems to have been told by YudMshthira, 

MstnwnUnary The outline .of these mythical additions may be In-
of a lio *  .

I n i l S  dicated in a few words, and may perhaps servo as a 
lushthh-:,. sample of much of the religious matter which has



been grafted upon the original tradition. Tho msT-rav o\* 
battle between Dlinshta-clvinrma and Drona was 
fought with magical weapons, and gods and Risliis 
were amongst the spectators. Many armies came to 
the aid of Dhrishta-dyumna, but the martial skill of 
Drona, and his long and faithful worship of Vishnu, 
enabled him to .resist every enemy. At length Krishna sub- 
.Krishna, somewhat inconsistently with Ids divine 
character, told Yudhishfbira that if he would assure 
Drona that his son Aswatthdma was dead, the old 
warrior would immediately lay down Ids arms and 
become an easy prey. Tiidhishthira, however, 
utterly refused to tell a lie, even to secure the death 
of so powerful an enemy. Krishna then enelea- 
voared to overcome the difficulty by directing the ®tion* ■ 
Pandavas to slay an elephant which was named 
Aswatthama; as by so doing the statement that 
Aswatthama was dead would cease to be a He,
Blilma accordingly killed the elephant, and then 
toM Drona that Aswatth&ma was dead. But Drona 
was convinced that Bhfma was tolling a falsehood ; 
find in Ids anger he slew ten thousand cavalry and 
twenty thousand infantry, and would have destroyed 
alt the arniios of the Pandavas, had he not been 
restrained by tire gods and Rishis who reminded him 
that lie was a Br«ihman. Drona, however, was still 
disturbed by the idea that Aswatthama might bo 
dead, and accordingly asked Tudhishthira, who had. 
never been known to tell a falsehood. Yudhish- Marnor in 
ihira accordingly intended to say:~~“ Aswatthama S S *  
is dead; not indeed the man but the elephant.” No ***̂  ^  
sooner, however, had he uttered the first part of the 
sentence than Krishna and Arjuna sounded their 
war-shells with all their might, and Drona only
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history or lizard the words :—u Aswatth&ma is dead!  ̂ At 
pKw ir, tlx© same time Drona was assailed by evil omens.

....  ...His left eye began to quiver,, his left hand began to
shake, his heart grew weak, and tears flowed .from 
the eyes of his horse. Ho still, however, continued 
fighting until Bhlrna again assured him that As- 

Prows clie.i in watrMma was dead. Believing now that his son 
yoalu“m was really slam, he. stripped himself or 01,8 arms, 

and sat upon the end of his chariot cross-legged 
rises,pe of his like a Yogi. He then drew up all the breath of his 
Mwi ins y)0ĉ y ixit0 a- spot in tile neighbourhood of his heart, 

and drove it into Ids head, upon which the top of 
Iris skull was burst open, and his soul escaped through 
the orifice like a ray of the sun. Dhrishta-dyumna 
then rushed upon the expiring body and cut off the 
head. The terrible story of the revenge of A swat* 
tMma for the slaughter of his father will appear 
hereafter.

ard.Kmy* By the death of Dr On a the Kauravas wore once 
.̂ nwid-two m(?ye deprived of their Generalissimo, and Kama 

was elected to succeed to the command. Kama 
only held this post for two days, namely, the six
teenth and seventeenth of the war ; but within this 
brief period are crowded some of the most, decisive 
events in the great struggle. The most important 
combats which took place during' Kama’s command 
were as follows:—

Three important 1st, The battle between Kama and Yudhisli'
combats. '

tliira.
2nd, The battle between Bhima and Bulasa- 

sana.
3rd, The crowning battle between Kama and 

Arjuna.
The story of .these incidents is as follows:—
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Now Drona had been slain in  the fifth  day of h is corn- history 'op 
maud, and on.'the fifteenth day of the war : and w hen it was *')A;
evening1 the Kauravas assembled together and e lected - ......— ..
Kama to be their Generalissimo in the room of Drona,
Next morning th e ' Kauravas, commanded by Kama, again SuieSrSw. 
wont out to battle on the plain of K urukshetra; and there Wwnyufcy 
was a great slau ghter, and the-rivers'flowed with blood, and 
the whole plain was covered with corpses ; and when, it was Indeciahy .. 
evening the battle w ass stayed, and the Piindavas and ^ n m k ‘‘ 

Kaiuravas returned to their respective camps. Now after 
nightfall Duryodhana summoned Kama, and Duhs&sana, and 
Snkuui, and many others to Council, and said;—"T h is  is 
the sixteenth, day of our war with the Pandavas, and some 
of our greatest Captains, such as Bliishxna and Drona, have 
been slain to our great reproach.” K am a then smote his 
hands together, -and said:— “ I t  has so happened tha t the 
Paudavas have escaped with their lives from my attack this 
day, but you shall see how I  will deal with them to-morrow, 
as well as with their arm y; for I  have determined, with my - Kami 
seif either to  slay Arjuna and his brethren to-morrow, or to to”’yrA,j',u“' 
lay my head level with the ground.”  A t these words 
Duryodhana and the other Kauravas returned with great 
elation of mind to their several quarters.

On the morning of the seventeenth day, both armies-Swentcentiuiay 
bathed and perfumed themselves, and arrayed themselves ™ooiwi of 
iu all their splendour ; and they ail said to  each other :— maud.

I his will be the great, day of the war, and whoever comes 
out safely from this day’s battle will be like one who is 
bom again.”  And when both armies had been drawn up in 
opposite ranks, Kama ascended his chariot, and drove to 
the chariot of Duryodhana, and said:—“ This is the day on 
which 1 will, el ay Arjuna, and now if I  do not kill him you. 
sliaS i never see me again: But Arjuna has Krishna for his Kama desires 
charioteer ; and if fedlya, the Raja of jVladra, will drive my would drive hi« 
chariot, I  shall bo certain to get the better of Arjuna, for if  :,'kinut' 
any one in ail this army can match Krishna in driving, it is 
Salya.” So Raja Duryodhana went with some of his 
brethren to the quarters of S.llya, and Salya was not yet
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JI78TOHY of mounted for the battle ; and he received Da.ryodha.na with 
»*w>Ln ©vory mark of respect, and -seated him on the sam e' couch 

r-——— —  with himself.”  Duryodhana then said to Suiyft> et U here 
is not in nay army this day a single person who is equal to 

(tueiii.to.iiii.itt. and ju st as the Pandavas pride themselves upon having
Krishna, so do I  pride mySelf upon having you : Now X have 
a  particular request to make to you : To-day Kama is to 
combat with Arjuna, whose charioteer U Krishna, and wo 
have' no one among us who can drive like Krishna except
ing yourself; .M.y request is therefore that you will mount 
Kam a’s chariot this day, and drive i t  for him ; and then 
Kama will certainly be the conqueror of A iju n a”

Siii.'Vs indipma- When SiQya heard this speech he threw  himself into a 
.great rage, and rising up from his seat, he struck his hands 
together, and said ;—“ 0  X)r iyodhana, I  have committed 
one groat fault, that when I  'was going to join the Pandavas 
I  suffered m yself to bo persuaded to join, your army;., and 

!!«• sneers»tthe now I  am punished by being asked to be a charioteer to 
fis’up son ora Kama, who is himself the sou of a charioteer : I have a 

hundred persons in my service who are quite equal to his 
father, and shall I  make m yself'a servant to h im ?’’’ So 
saying, Sdlya went out in. a rage, but Duryodhana and his 

iioryoi.iiMta . brethren followed him, and said:—“ We all of us respect 
you as our Chief, and we know that there is no ono equal to 

Eriahna!” W,w‘ you in either army.save Krishna alone : We. did not imufce 
you.to bo charioteer to K am a out of disrespect, hut because- 
such a condescension on your part would, ensure us the 
victory; and surely it would he no. more derogatory tor you 
to drive the chariot of lia rn a  than it is for Krishna, to 
drive the chariot of Arjuna.” Salya replied :—‘‘'.Since you 
rank me w ith Krishna i am satisfied; and I. will drive 
Kam a’s chariot provided, he obeys iuy orders and does as X 
shall direct him .” And Duryodhana agreed to the condi
tion, and he..and all his brethren paid many compliments to 
Salya. So Salya rose up and went towards Kama’s chariot, 
and he said to K am a:—-“ A t the request of Duryouhana I 
have consented to drive your chariot on. the condition tha t 
you will not swerve from my advice.” Ivarna answered :



" A s  Siva was charioteer to Brfllmm, and Krishna is hiotoutt of 
charioteer to Arjnrui, so have you now conferred; a similar 

■ favour upon me/*
Kama, then ascended the body of the chariot, and drives  ̂

sounded his shell and beat his drum ; and he said to Balya:—  Aijunaf 
"  Drive speedily, I  pray you, to the chariot of Arjuna, for I 
have nothing to do with Yudhishtliira, or Bhima, or the 
other Pandavas,. but with Arjuna only.” And Balya drove 
off the chario t; and when they had gone a little way the 
four horses- suddenly halted of their own accord, and a hone Bvfl omens, 
fell upon Kam a from the air, and it could not be seen from 
whence it came. And Kam a said :—<f 0  Balya, these are had 
omens, and I  much doubt if J shall return.in safety from this 
battle ; bu t I  have no intention of returning, so drive me 
against .Arjuna and Krishna, and G od's will he done,”  Then 
Kama went to the field of battle, and there arose a conten- Contention be
tion between Kama and Balya, tor Halva would vaunt the jfed sai.va. re- . 
prowess of .Arjuna, and declare that K am a would bo alarmed of 
at the twanging of his'how. And K am a replied in a rage ;— Kama retorts 
“' I  have heard a description of the people of your country tothcdepmrad;

.| ,  customs oi-
f.f Madra, and you measure me bv what you are yotirseli: s*jysr» subjects. 
In your .country, wives and mothers, sisters and daughters, 
brothers and uncles, all commune together.without modesty 
or shame, and eat flesh and drink wine until they are drunk, 
and thou all dance together in a m edley; and if their enemy 
pray for quarter they continue fighting until they have killed 
him ; and if  the enemy prove victorious, they sacrifice their 
wiv es and ch ildren to him  without shame or concern : But I. 
have- taken you with me to assist me in this conflict, no t to 
try  and terrify me with Arjuna, and he a cause of mischief 
to m e; I f  your heart be right towards roe, conduct me at 
once to Arjuna, and you shall then see how I will deal with 
him; but if  you mean to deceive me, descend from the cha
riot before the battle begins, that I  may get another driver 
in time, and do what I  have to do ; for if during the combat 
I see any sign of treachery in you, I  will certainly slay you.”
And Salya, hearing these words, began to drive K am a to
wards the ranks of the Pandavas.

Now when Kama charged the Pandavas, Arjuna had
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TnfffOttY of again gone away to fight against Snsarmau and Ins brethren ; 
rsniA. ai!(|  ;g;anm bore down. upon, the Pandavas, and pressed on to

__—  the spot where Yudhishthira was, and commenced a battle
with him. And at first Yudhishthira wounded. Kama in too 

f  breast, but Kam a pressed him bard; and the people of Yud
hishthira placed, him on a fleet horse to favour his escape; 
but Kama pursued him, and pulled him oft the horse by the 

■ liepmchw neck, and said :—■*'< Had von been a true. Kshatriya and son 
tor tW coward- of a Rain, you would never have' turned your back upon the 
bfttflfrom field of ba ttle : but as you have spent so muck-of your time
.Bi'&Iusuins. . , .. .

amongst Brahmans, and have borrowed their disposition 
and -manners, yon cannot stand in the field against men of 
courage : Take therefore to your heels, for why should I  slay 
you? Though had you been Arjuna I  would have, put you 
to death without hesitation/-’ Bo Kama turned about, and 
left Yudhishthira upon the ground j and Y  udhishthira -vas 

wrath of Tun- presently removed by his own people,, but he bitterly re- 
tdtti- preached BMma and Dhrishta-dyuuina for. having suffered 

om pioteotiLii. ^ TO ^  s 0  greatly dishonoured in the absence of Arjuna.
Then BMma fell upon Kama, and a great battle ensued, and 
Kama once again bore down like a  lion upon the.ranks of 
the Pundavas. :ftea»time Arjuna had conquered Snsarmau 
and his b re th ren ; and hearing that Kama was making great 
havoc he became alarmed for his- elder brother Yudhishthira, 
and desired Krishna to drive him back to the side of Yud
hishthira. And Krishna did so, and Yudhishthira was re 
joiced to -see them, for he thought that Arjuna had left 

a vigor ofVud-- him to fight Kama. W hen however Yudhishthira heard 
Aiuna for Whs- that Arjuna had merely crone away to fight Susarmah, he 
wiiodie siioipd was m a great, rage; and he taunted Am ina with having lieu
.have been fight- °  y . , ‘ . . ..
iug Kama, from Kama., and bade him- give up his weapons to Krishna,
f a S ted and take himself the place of charioteer, so that Krishna

might go out and fight against Kama. Then Arjuna was
Draws ws furious at the  reproaches of Yudhishthira, and drew his
ihmtoTtp kill sword, and would have killed him on th e , spot, had not

!SKliru- Krishna interposed and prevented him. Arjuna then cried
o u t:— I have vowed to kill any man who should tell me to
lay aside my arms, a ad therefore I  must kill the Baja what-
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over guilt 1 may incur,” But K r i s t a  s a i d A w a y  with histoiiv Of 
you and your speech for threatening to kill your ihija S H
Have you never read the Vedug, or heard that any one who 
attempts the life of his father,'or elder brother, or .Raja, will 
never see Swnrga, for that God's anger will he kindled 
against him, and a perpetual curse fall upon him ? ” Then.
Arjuna was much abashed, and sa id :— “  How am T to escape 
from my guilt; I  am compelled to break my resolution to 
kill any. one who desired me to lay down my arms, and I  
have, threatened the life o f  m y  Raja and elder Trd her.”
Krishna answered ;—“ The satisfaction of Raja Yudhishthira 
will absolve you of both, and that satisfaction depends upon 
your slaying K am a/’ Krishna then went to Yadhishtlxira _»ceoncMto 
and interceded for Arjuna, and cast Arjuna at his feet , and ty Krishna, 
the two brothers were, again reconciled.

AH this while Bhirha had engaged in a deadly conflict :bwuu» atta^cd 
with Kama and Buryodhana; when. Buryodhanad brother 
Duhsdsana came up to their aid, and shooting an arrow from 
one side, he slew Bhtma’s charioteer. Now Duhsdsana was 
that wicked Kaurava who had dragged Pm ipadi into the 
gambling pavilion, and treated her like a slave g i r l ; and 
Hhlma had sworn a great oath that the  day should come 
when, he would drink the blood of Duhsasana. And when Deadly owfiiot 
Bhlraa saw Duhsasana he was filled with wrath ; and he andOuhAsaim. 
aimed such a stroke at Duhsasana with, his mace, tha t he 
drove him, chariot and all, to the distance of a bow -shot; 
and .0 uhsasiina foil with such force to the ground that he 
broke all bis bones, whilst his chariot was clashed to pieces.
Buhsiiaana trembled for a moment, and began to give up
the ghost, when Bhuna running up to  him lifted him from
the ground and whirled him round ids head, and shouted
with a loud voice : — “  O  Kauravas ! Behold Buhsasana has Bhtaa»s address
come to the aid of K am a, and see how I  have sm itten him ■tukheKaurams'’
Whoever of you has sufficient strength and courage, lot him
come and release Duhsdsana from my hands ! ”  No one
however dared to approach, and Bhhna continued thus :—-
“ This day I fulfil my vow against the man who insulted FaMpho vow
D raupadi! ” Then setting his foot on the breast of Duh-• susana.
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31 [STo s t  o f  strain, he drew his sword, and cat off the head of hits. 
viiiT  i i  enemy; and holding tiis two; -hands to  catch the blood, he

....------------ drank it off, crying o u t:—“ Ho! ho! Never did .1 taste
anything in this world so sweet as this blood/’ A t this 
sight the Kaurovas began to weep very bitterly, whilst the 
Paudavas rejoiced; and the 'Kaurovas threw away their 
arms and fled, s a y in g — “ Tins is not a man, for if ho were 
he would not dri.uk human blood ! ”

A.fjunii gofisj Meantime Arjurn. had gone forth, in hi a chariot, with 
Krishna for his charioteer, to - % h t against Kama ; and (his 

Kmnj,‘ battle was the most famous in all the war. And when • 
Arjuna and Kama behold each other they sounded their 
war-shells, and prepared for a terriblb combat; for e m u  
one was determined either to conquer his enemy, or bo give 

Tho armies stop up the ghost upon the plain. And all the warriors in both 
Ivoui tftlv 'if amues gave over fighting and stood round so see the great 

battle; and all the gods came down from heaven to behold 
the contest between Arjima and: Kam a; and Kama said to 

Arjuna :.nrt Sdlya:—“ This day now be so careful of myself and my
Kama wUlressr , ’ , , ,  , ,  - . 7: thfcirrespective chariot, that the whole 'world may resound with your 

commendations.” Arjima also said to Krishna:—“ You 
know full well the valour and prowess of Kama ; I therefore 
beseech y ou. so to manage my chariot that Kama may find 

n*battle. no occasion of advantage over me.” Then the battle 
commenced, each one shooting arrows a t the other from his 
own chariot, whilst all the armies of the P&ndavas and 
Kaurovas looked on; and for a long* time no man could say 
who would gain the day. At length. Arjuna was so wounded 
and stunned by the arrows of Kama that he would have 

A wheel of been, defeated, but a t that moment one of the wheels of
'Ilfw Karm/s chariot sunk deeply into the earth, and it would

not stir, notwithstanding all that Salya could do to urge the 
horses to the utmost. And Kama leaped from his chariot to 
relieve the wheel, and cried out to A r j u n a H o l d  your 

Arjuna Ktays band for one moment, to  give me the chance of recovering 
■ Of m y  wheel) for it is no mark of manhood to strike at me

whilst I  am in this extremity.” And Arjuna stayed his 
AbhfSy-u. hand, hub Krishna cried .out:— “  0  Kam a, what you say is



t r u e  e n o u g h , b u t  w h e re  w as th e  m a n h o o d  w h en  D ra u p a d i  history o r 
w as in s u l te d  in  th e  m id s t  o f  th e  a s se m b ly , an d  w h e n  y o u  a n d  r tu '^ w . 
.five o r  s ix  m o re  s u r r o u n d e d  th e  s t r ip l in g  A b h im a n y u , a n d  : 
p u t  h im  to  d e a th  w i th o u t  p i ty  ? ” W h e n  A r ju n a  h e a r d  th is  Arjuna sia^a 
a llu s io n  to  th e  s la u g h te r  o f  h is  so u , t h e  fire  o f  w r a th  h u r s t  crlw^XsbVpcd 

from  h is  ey es  a n d  n o s tr i ls ,  a n d  h e  d re w  fo r th  a n  a r ro w  w ith  
a  b ro a d  s h a rp  b lade  a t  th e  en d  s h a p e d  lik e  a  c re s c e n t  ; a n d  
h e  d is c h a rg e d  i t  w i th  nil h is  s t r e n g th  w h ils t K a m a  w a s  
e n d e a v o u r in g  to  r e le a s e  h is  c h a r io t-w h e e l, a n d  i t  s t r u c k  th e  
n e c k  o f  K a m a  a n d  s e v e re d  h is  h e a d  fro m  h is  b o d y .

T h e n  th e  P a n d a v a s  b e a t  th e ir  d r u m s ;  a n d  s o u n d e d  th e  Triumph of .-.ho 

t r u m p e ts  o f  t r iu m p h , b u t  th e  K a n r a v a s  w ere  f il le d  w ith  conkmktum or 
g re a t  g r i e f  a n d  c o n s te r n a t io n ; for t h e y  s a id  t h a t  th e y  h a d  “  * ' 
no  o th e r  h e ro  now  t h a t  B lu sh m a , a n d  D ro n a , a n d  .K a m a  
w ere  n u m b e r e d  w ith  t h e  s la in  , A n d  th  ey  fled in  a ll d ire c -  
t io n s '- l ik e  s c a t te re d  s h e e p , a n d  D u ry o d h a n a  t r i e d  t o  ra l ly  KdU,avAS- 
th e m  a g a in s t  A r ju n a , b u t  in  v a in . A n d  K r ip a  s a id  to  K riaa% i*s 
D u ry o d h a n a '-— “  T h o s e  h e ro e s  u p o n  w h o m  y o u  d e p e n d e d  fo r ^oindew^*®

-r . „ , '■ treaty.
su ccess  a r e  n o w  no  m o r e : I  th e re fo re  a d v is e  y o u  to  -en te r 
into- a  t r e a ty  w ith  th e  P a n d a v a s : F ro m  w h a t  I  k n o w  o f  th e  
c h a ra c te r  o f  Y u d h is h th ira  I  d o  n o t  c o n s id e r  t h a t  i t  is too  
la ic  to  p ro p o s e  peace  : I f  y o u  m a k e  y o u r  in te n t io n s  k n o w n  
to  h im , n o  w ill s ti l l  h e  g la d  to  s h a re  t h e  R a j w i th  y o u ;  
w h e re a s  i t  w o u ld  be fo lly  for you to  c o n tin u e  th is  d e s t r u c 
tiv e  w a r .”  D u ry o d h a n a  r e p l i e d I  am  p e r f e c t ly  a w a re  Kcftwai of 
of y o u r  f r ie n d s h ip  fo r  m e ,  a n d  o f  th e  se rv ic e s  r e n d e r e d  b y  1,ury<Klhana* 
you in  t i n s  v e ry  w a r  : I  k n o w  t h a t  w h a t  y o u  sa y  d o e s  n o t  
p ro c e e d  f ro m  an y  se lf ish  m o tiv e , b u t  from , a  p u r e  r e g a r d  
fo r m y  o w n  w e lfa r e ; b u t  I  c a n n o t  a c t  a c c o rd in g  to  y o u r  
co u n se l, a s  a  m an  w h o  is  d e s tin e d  to  d ie  w ill n o t  follow  
th e  a d v ic e  o f  a  p h y s ic ia n  : A f te r  a ll  th e  w ro n g s  I  h a v e  
in flic te d  upon, th e  P a n d a v a s , with, w h a t  face  c a n  I  n o w  a s k  
lo r  a  t r e a ty  ? I  am  th e r e fo r e  reso l v e d  to  c a rry  on th i s  w a r , 
bo th e  c o n s c i e n c e s  w h a t  th e y  .m ay.”  A n d  th e  w h o le  a rm y  
o f th e  K a n r a v a s  Was f ille d  w ith  new  life  b y  th is  s p e e c h  o f  
D u r y o d h a n a ; a n d  t h e i r  d e s p a ir  le f t  th e m , a n d  th e y  r e - ,  
sol ved t h a t  o n  th e  m o rro w  th e y  w ou ld  r e n e w  th e  a t t a c k  ut>on *-c*oive u< m Jw
tile  I Snd&Y&S, morrow.
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insToai of The foroffoin" narrative' of the war during the 
pa»® ii two days in which the command was .held by ,K.arna

ltwiey nf the scarcely calls for much consideration. On the first 
day the two armies confined themselves to general 
charges, but the second day is filled with single 
combats which seem to have decided the fortunes of 
the war. The battles between Kama and Yndhish- 
thira, Bhima and Duhsdsana, Arjuna and Kama, are 
all curious and interesting, but seem to require no 
explanation.3

M, s&iya’s The narrative of the eighteenth day of the war., 
and single day oi balya s command, is as ioi- 

.'lows:—-
Kieetionomiya N o w  o n  tli© e v e n in g  o f  th e  se v e n te e n th  d ay  o f  th e  

w ar, b e in g  th e  d a y 'in  w h ic h  K a m a  w a s  slain, b y  A r ja n a , 
th e  K a u ro v a s  a p p o in te d  S alya  to  b e  th e i r  G en era liss im o  in  
th e  ro o m  of K a m a . A n d  D n ry o d h an a  sa id  to  H ftlyn :—  
“ •The tim e  h a s  com e w h e n  frien d s a n d  enem ies a re  to  be 
te s te d  : I  considered , y o n  as  m y  frie n d  ; do you  th e re fo re  
prove y o u rse lf  to  be  su c h  by  a c c e p tin g  th e  p o s t o f  G e n e ra l
issim o.”  A n d  Salya r e p l i e d :— f<I  am  rea d y  to  do  a s  you

» The description of the tattle between Arjuna and Kama is overlaid in the 
original by many supeni.ati.mil details, and it may lie convenient, to record, in a 
note the seven mythical circumstances to which the death of Kama is ascribed by 
Mrada the sage.

1st, Ho is said to have surreptitiously induced Parasu llhma, tho Bnihmaitic.il 
hero, to teach him the Brahnianical mode of archery, which ought only to bo im
parted to a Brahman, after which Parasu fi&ma prayed That .the archery might 
fail, him in battle.

2nd, He was cursed by a Brahman for having killed the mini’s calf while aim
ing at a deer, that the earth should arrest his chariot-wheel in battle,

3rd, He had given to India the golden cuirass and earrings with which lie had 
been bom. This myth is connected with tho fable that he was begotten upon 
IKunti by the Sim god. A 1

4th, Ho had presumed to be the rival of Bhishma.
Cth, He had disobeyed his assumed mother Kunti by lighting Arjuna.

'  6th, His enemy Arjuna was steadily assisted by Krishna throughout: tho battle.
7th, W.uHt Kama shot a snake at Arjuna instead of an arrow, Arjuna was 

saved from certain, death by Krishna,, who miraculously lowered the chariot, and 
thus prevented the snake from, doing more than cut off Arjuua’s tiara.
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order : My Raj, my wealth, and my life, are all a t  your history of 
service ; I  accept the. post you offer me, and I promise that
the sun when it sets on the morrow shall either see you —;-----------
without an enemy upon this earth, or else see me slain upon 
the plain of Kurnkshetra.”  And Duryodhana and the re
maining Kaurawas rejoiced as they heard the words of S&lya, 
and they set up a loud shout which reached the camp of the 
Pdndavas; and Yudhishfchira, hearing that the .Kaurovas had 
appointed Salya to be their Generalissimo, issued the neces
sary orders for renewing the battle on the morrow, which 
would be the eighteenth day of the war. Then both armies 
retired-to rest, and slumbered until the dawn of morning.

Now the eighteenth day was the last of the great war, E%htee«ihand 
and the Kaurtwas, seeing that their 'numbers were few, made war,lt:i'v 01 iuo 
a new rule, that no man should engage in single combat with K»nmv*sab, 
any of the Pandavas, but that all should fight together.in sup- combats, 
port of the common cause. Then the bat tle commenced, and 
both sides fought desperately; and Yudhishthira engaged s«yit.siaAn by 

| Wlt-h S&iya, and slew him after much fighting. And the utterdetotof 
" Kauravas. were beaten on all sides, and .Duryodhana, seeing tto Kf f av“ ' 

that all was lost, fled secretly from, the battle like one dis
tracted, but he still carried his mace in. his hand,

Now there was a lake in the plain of Kmrukshetra, and Duryodhana 
Duryodhana possessed a charm by which he could remain un- SThfial‘(lmSni* 
der water for as long as he pleased, so he plunged into the 
lake, and no man knew where he was concealed. Meantime all 
the warriors'on the side of the Kauravas were slain, excepting Three survivor j 
Ihrco only, namely, Kripa, A.swatthama, and Kritavarman • 
but these three continued fighting with the Pandavas, until 
they saw that Duryodhana was no longer present in the 
field. Then they said one to a n o t h e r W e  are fighting* 
the battle of Duryodhana, but lo, he himself is not to be 
found'.': Wherefore then should we expose ourselves to the
last extremity for nothing ? Let us go and look for Duryod- 

i hana f ”  So i h e  tlu-ee warriors left the field of battle and g^ i ^ . - i, 
searched for Duryodhana all over the fatal plain of Kuruk- for ®Ufyodh<̂ a- 
shetra; and the Pandavas in like manner searched for Dur
yodhana, bu t they could find no trace of him, and accord-
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.msTOBY 6 i" ingly rotbrned to ihcii own quarters. Meanwhile fclie three
purf tv Kaurava warriors were told that Duryodhana had concealed

-  r  himself beneath the waters of th e lake, and they weiit to theTn>; three K»u- _ . . Mi
Tiivri warriors side of tho lake, and cried o u t:—“ 0  Kn a, arise out or wioinfijVrr Our-
yodha**!. wui water, that wo may still do battle in your service, and under 
new the ‘tattle. y0Ur auspices make another struggle for victory, Duryod- 
Duvyodhana liana replied with aloud voice:—•“ ! see you all threeirom  
mttjinitiendst where 1 am, and f. thank God that he has preserved your lives ;

" ' but his favour is now with the Pdndavas,' ’and it is not advisable 
for us to continue the contest against theta : Do you there
fore remain in quiet, until I  shall see what turn may be taken 

AswRith&ma, by.the hidden' events of faturity.” ' Aswatthdma rep lied :—- 
sfcnitcs. "B e  not too much troubled by the slaughter of-your armies,

for while we three are in your service, we are still able to 
slay: a thousand such as the lYuubivas; and if you will only 
come out of this lake wo will avenge you completely upon 
your enemies A

Pniinve of the Meantime Yv.ulhishthi.ra had sent many men. in alldiroc-Piuulavds to cii.s- m  " ..
Ouryoti- lions to procure tidings of Duryodhana, but they had all re

turned without finding him. And Yudhishthira and his 
brethren were very uneasy, and they said one to the other : 
—"A ll the anxieties and fatigues we have endured during 
this war are of no avail so long as Duryodhana; is missing.; 
for whilst lie lives he may yet find menus to raise another 

Bhimn/sam- army, and renew the war against us A .Now it fib happened 
(Wvei- a t .j.p-g some 0f the servants of Bhlma, who had

gone out to hunt game for their m asters supper, had come 
to the lake to drink water j and they overheard, this; dis
course between Aswatthdma and Duryodhana, and discovered 
that Duryodhana was concealed in the lake; and accord
ingly they hastened away to carry the news to the Pdnda- 
vus that they might obtain a reward for their discovery. 

The f&ndavas When the Pdndavas heard that Duryodhana had been, found, 
lake. they were overjoyed, and bestowed great rewards upon, the

servants of Bhlma, and all set oil at once for the lake. And. 
when Aswatthdma and Kvipa and Kritavarman saw them 
coming, they said to one another :— “  if .Duryodhana would 
join as we would certainly fight them, but as we have no



leader it is useless'. to expose' 'our lives.”  Sc the throe history, qv 
warriors Lid' themselves ir. a great tree, whence they could
sei ali that took place; end the P&ndavas came tip to -the --— .~ — -
side of the lake, and Yudhishthira called out with a Ipnxd cftUsuponBur- 
\ nice :— u  0  Buryodhana,- you have caused the death of so intake.u ‘"‘w° 
many thousands of people, that it is now shameful in you to 
hide yourself at the bottom of this lake : .You fought man
fully enough at'.first; so come out now and lot us see 
whether God. will give the victory to you.or to as ; A  man 
of your rank ought not to turn Iris face from a challenge;
Why do you, being a Kshafctiya, care so much for your own life 
after the sacrifice of the lives of your'friends and relatives?” 
Duryodhana replied :— “ I  did not enter this lake from fear ; nuryodhana 
but as all my people'have been kil led, and ra y arms and char-
. , n i i • ■ , •, . i the eo-mbai.lots are all broken in pieces, and my charioteer is slam, and
I  my self am extremely weary and worn out, I  am come hither
to rest, and refresh myself a little, and. when I  am somewhat
recovered, I  will come out and renew the contest with you /’
Y udhhhthira replied :— “  Our ease and comfort for to-day XaUhLshtbim., L ., , , * remonstrate.-:
m  to right with you : Como out therefore and fight us, and
if you conquer, go and take your ease upon the throne;
The refreshment you would now take at: the bottom of the
lake is too mean for you.” Duryodhana answered :— “ M y  Burywibany
Itej consisted of my brethren, and friends, and kinsmen : ^arLtotaiceiise
arid now that they are gone, what sort of Bujashrp. can [ tho
exorcise ? Take you the Raj, and I wish you joy of it, for
your brethren are all still living, and most of your friends
and your troops still remain to servo yon : Even now, if I
wished, I  could conquer all five of you. and all your allies;
but seeing that BMshma, and Drona, and Kama are no more, .
I  do not want to f ig h t; So leave me to ray fate, for 1 shall
assume the garb of skins, and retire in prayer to the desert ;
and do yon take upon yourself the government of the Raj,
and leave me to myself.”  Yiulh.ishthi.ra s a i d — “  Think not YtuniM.tWra \ 

, , . refuses to take |
of exciting any pity by speaking to me m  this manner : |
Your language now is not consistent with yonr former re
solution not to give us an inch of land except by w ar: You 
may now be disposed to give me ray share in the Raj, but I  
myself am not disposed to accept anything from you, even
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history op if  you offer me the whole'earth ; I  must establish my rights 
r^tTii l)y ebnquering you: You .cannot save your life by hose

—----------- tem pting offers to m e : I f  you and I remain alivo, people
will be doubtful of the result of this war.”

Ouryodiittna On hearing these words, Duryodhana smote his hands 
ihoY»lathwOT _ together under the water, and was almost provoked to come 
u?i|- will figut out from the lake; but he restrained himself, and again cried 

out with a loud v o i c e 1tf You know full well that f have 
neither friend nor brother remaining, nor even, a chariot to 
mount upon for the purpose of battle; nor have I  armour, 
nor bow and arrows, nor sword, nor spear' wherewith to en
ter into combat with you ; nor have I 'anything -now remain
ing save m y  m ace: So if yon all attack me at once, you. will 
kill m e  in a m om ent: But if you will bind yourselves to fight 
mo only one by one, I  will accept the challenge and come 
out and kill you o il; and you must engage to fight me fairly, 
and not make use of any stratagem or foul play against me :
If  then you will agree to these terms, and promise not to 
swerve from them, I  will fight y ou ; and as the sun over
powers the stars, and eclipses their light with his light, so 
shall my light outshine you all.”

Yndhisiithira Yiidhishfchira replied;—“ Now you have spoken in a 
S n o S th 'u  u" manner worthy of yourself and your own dignity, and we 

will engage ourselves by oath not to go from the promises 
we will make you.: If  you will fight us alone, as you now 
say, and shall conquer ns, your name and honour will redound 
to the world’s end, and every one who shall survive you and 
us will make a proverb of your prowess, and say :—: Baja 
Duryodhana slew all the five brethren, and so secured to 
himself the empire of the w orld/ ”

onrywihaiw, Duryodhana then said :— “  I  am on foot, and have no
fetipulales to , ' ,
hmicI oii’ij ih° weaPon here save my mace: Whoever fights with me must 

therefore only use that weapon, and must fight on foot like 
m yself; and then, even if Indra were to combat me with the 
mace, I  am certain to come off conqueror.”

Yu.SUishtWra Yudhishthira answered :— “  Whatever mode you propose 
aKr*1' ‘ will agree to, so come, out now, and take your choice as

,u which of us you will fight with,”

• c; ■ ' > § L
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Now" though Raja Yudhishthira repeated these assurances history of 
a hundred iirij.es, Buryodhana continued to repeat the con-
diiiomi which he demanded, without, making any advance------------- -
towards coming. out of the lake. So Yudhishthira said to jStlnyn.™S in 
K rishna :— “  You see that this man merely holds us at hay thofelty' 
with fair speeches.”  And Krishna answ ered:— “ I f  you Krishna adviwa 
would have Buryodhana come out of the lake in good earn- voice ihu$d- 
est, you should desire .Bhima to  speak to h im ; for he will mo water." 
never hear with Bhfma’s .provoking words, bu t will speedily 
coma out of the water.” Then. Yudhishthira commanded 
Bhima to call upon Doryodhana to como out ; and Bhima 
cried out with a  loud voice:—“  0  Buryodhana, how long do Bhwigs Mta.fr* 
you moan to shelter yourself by falsehood ? W e have con- Uuryodiuma, 
sented to every condition proposed by y o u ; why then do 
you delay making your appearance ? If  you hope to deceive 
us by  these speeches, and to escape from ns w ith  your life 
by such artifices, i t  will be of no avail; for i f  you are de
term ined not to come out, I  will, myself enter the  water and 
haul you out by main force.”

Buryodhana answ ered:—"  W hat you are now doing is nnryodhano 
altogether improper for a K shatriya : You say that it is fair tbemomw. 
and righ t for a Kshatriya to accept every challenge that 
is. offered him : Now I  do not say that I  will not fight you, 
bu t 1  say that it  is now mid-day, and I  wish to rest a little, 
and on the morrow I  will light you in any way you may 
desire.”

Bhitna then said :— “ 0  Buryodhana, you speak of the Bbtamthm-ms- 
rules which K shatriyas should follow, but w hat rules did haim mit of i'ho ’ 
you observe when you ordered poison to bo given to me, fei“ ' 
and when you plotted to burn ns alive in the city  of Vara- 
irivata, and when by foul play a t the gambling match you 
stripped us of our all, and compelled us to go into exile, and 
caused Draupadi to bo dragged into the assembly by the 
hair of her .bead ? But it is something that oven in your 
dying hour yon can call to mind the true principles of a 
K shatriya : A hundred curses bo upon that life to which you 
have sacrificed all your brethren and their families, and the 
venerable Bhishma, and your tu to r Drona, and your best
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iS ^ h  y ou f t n l  w ish  to  l iv e j  h u t  I  p ro ru is e  y o n  t h a t  u n le ss  y o u
---------- ---•— le a v e  th e  ta k e  w ith o u t d e la y  I sh a ll  e n te r  t h e  w a te r  a n d

’b r in g  y o u  o u t  w i th  m y  ow n  h a n d . ’*
nuryofii-ana 'W h e n  D u ry o d h a n a  h e a r d  th e s e  p ro v o k in g ' w o rd s  of.
ku/«, tin. uu,. jJe CQ|jp[|  D0 lo n g e r  e n d u r e  th e m , b u t  l if te d  his- h e a d

fro m  th e  w a t e r ;  a n d  h e  s ig h e d  so lo u d ly  t h a t  th e  s o u n d  
w a s  h e a rd  a  m ile  off. T h e n  t a k i n g  h is  inane  in  h is  h a n d  h e  

Laughter of the w a lk e d  o u t o f th e  w a te r  to w a rd s  t h e  P & ndavas. A n d  all th efollowcr-i of the
I’fuidavas. fo llow ers- o f  th e  P d n d a v a s  la u g h e d  a t  h im , c ry in g  o u t :—  

“ L o o k  a t  th e  B a ja  w h o  p o s s e s s e d  such  m ig h ty  a rm ie s  ! 
S e e  h o w  he- m o v e s  ! ”  A n d  D u r y o d h a n a  w a s  in  v e h e m e n  t  
w r a t l i  a t  t h e i r  l a u g h te r ,  a n ti  c r ie d  o u t :— “ -W hat d o  y o u  
s n e e r  a t  ? I  w ill now  slay  y o u  a ll, a n d  t u r n  y o u r  l a u g h t e r  
to  tears .-”  T h e n  h e  a d v a n c e d  w ith  h is  in ae a , a n d  h e  ap~ 

HisV'HtWlyap- p e a ro d  .so g r im  a n d  g h a s t ly  t h a t  m e n  to o k  h im  t o  b o  
tuahUhthtWi T a m a . W h e n  h e  cam e n ig h ,  B a ja  Y u d h is h th i r a  s a id  to  

h im  :— I  w ill p ro v id e  y o u  w i th  n il w e a p o n s , a n d  w h a te v e r  
’e lse  y o u  m a y  r e q u i r e .”  A n d  e v e ry  k in d  o f  w e a p o n  find, 
a rm o u r  w a s  im m e d ia te ly  m a d e  re a d y  a n d  p la c e d  b e fo re  
D u ry o d h a n a . T h e n  D u ry o d h a u a  to o k  u p  a  g o ld e n  c u ir a s s  

Question of wiw> a n d  p u t  i t  o n , a n d  sa id  :— “ O n e  man: s h o u ld  o p p o se  o n e  
Dta-yuabaua. m a n , o u t  c o m e  on  as  i t  is  y o u r  o w n  w ish , a n d  1 w ill f ig h t  

y o u  a ll  t o g e th e r .”  Y u d h is h th ir a  a n s w e r e d :— “ I f  o n e  m a n  
s h o u ld  o p p o se  o n e  m a n , h o w  w a s  i t  t h a t  so m a n y  o f  you. 
s u r r o u n d e d  th e  s tr ip lin g  A b h im a n y u , a n d  k i l l e d  h im  a m o n g s t  
y o n ? ”  D u r y o d h a n a  m a d e  n o  reply> a n d  Y u d h is h th i r a  
s a id  to  K r i s h n a I f  y o u  s p e a k  th e  w o rd  I  w ill  g o  a n d  

Krishna su#- f ig h t  h im  m y  se lf .” ' K r i s h n a  a n s w e re d  :— “ Y o u  a ro  n o  
gesc., -j.utui. in a t (yp fo r  D u ry o d h a n a  w ith  th e  m ace  ; so  d o  n o t  e x p o s e  

y o u r s e l f  to  b e  k i l le d  fo r n o t h i n g ; I t  is  a  c o m m o n  p r o v e r b  
t h a t  w e  m u s t  u se  a  s to n e  t o  b r e a k  a  s t o n e ;. S o  do  y o u  c o m 
m a n d  B M n ia  to  g o  a n d  f ig h t  D u ry o d h a n a , fo r  h e  is  h i s  

v.hiim.giaaiy e q u a l.”  B h im a  c am e  f o rw a rd  a t  th e s e  w o rd s , a n d  s a i d :—
......... . “ O n ly  s e n d  m e , a n d  u n d e r  y o u r  a u s p ic e s  I  sh a ll  c e r ta in ly

s la y  D u r y o d h a n a ; a n d  i f  h e  h a d  M s w h o le  a rm y  w ith  h im  I  
* w o u ld  k ill  th e m  a l l : So l e t  m e  g o  a n d  t a k a  m y  r e v e n g e  o n

M m ,”  Then. K r i s h n a  a n d  all. t h e  o th e r s  a p p la u d e d  B h im a  *



a n d  Blilina. w e n t  a n d  k is s e d  t h e  f e e t  o f  R a ja  Y u d h i s h th i r a  history OY 
'a n d o f  K r i s h n a ,  a n d  re c e iv e d  th e i r  b le s s in g s , a n d  th e  b l e s s -  T3

in g s  o f  a ll  h is  b r e th r e n .
B h im a  t h e n  to o k  h is  in a c e  in  h is  h a n d , a n d  w e n t  f o rw a r d  em™ ami

, ,  D u r y o d l m n a  re
in  a ,p o m p o u s  s ty le  u n t i l  h e  c a m e  u p  to  D u iy o d h a n a  j a n d  n o  pw«cheaoh
s a id  :•— u 0  D u iy o d h a n a , th i s  is  th e  d a y  fo r  m e  to  p u n is h  a ll  
y o u r  ev il a c tio n s  ; h o w  y o u  p la y e d  fo u l w i th  u s  a t  g a m b l in g ,  
a n d  s e n t  u s  to  t h e  ju n g le ,  a n d  in s u l te d  D r a u p a d i ,  a n d  d e 
f r a u d e d  u s  o f  o u r  R a j . ’’ .D u iy o d h a n a  r e p l ie d  :— ce 0  B h im a , 
tike h e ld  is  t h e  s c e n e  fo r  a c t io n  a n d  n o t  fo r  w o rd s  : I f  y o u  
h a v e  a n y  m a n h o o d  s h u t  y o u r  m o u th  a n d  p ly  y o u r  a r m s  :
C o m e  o n  a n d  le t  u s  t r y  o u r  s k i l l ,  a n d  se e  to  w h o m  G o d  w ill  

g iv e  th e .v ic to r y .”
N ow  i t  so  h a p p e n e d  th a t  a t  th i s  m o m e n t, j u s t  a s  th e y  w e r e  

on th e  p o in t  o f  f ig h t in g ,  B a la ra m a , t h e  e ld e r  b r o th e r  o f  
K r ish n a ,, a r r iv e d  a t  t h a t  p la c e ,  h a v in g  c o m p le te d  h i s  p i l -  
g i im a g e  to  t h e  s e p u lc h re s  o f  h is  f a th e r s  a t  F ra b h d s a , S o  
a ll  p r e s e n t  ro se  u p  a m i p a id  re v e re n c e  to  B a l a r a m a ; a n d  
Y u d h is h th i r a  to ld  h im  t h a t  h e  w a s  c o m e  j u s t  in  t im e ,  fo r  
t h a t  th e s e  tw o , D u iy o d h a n a  a n d  B h im a , w h o  h a d  b o th  b e e n  
h i s  p u p i ls  in  th e  u s e  o f  th e  m a c e , w e re  o n  t h e  p o i n t  o f  g o in g  
t o  l i g h t ; a n d  Y u d h is ld h i r a  a n d  h is  b r e t h r e n  b e s o u g h t  
B a la ra m a  to  s ta y  a n d  b e h o ld  t h e  c o m b a t . A n d  w h e n  D u r -  
y o d h a n a  a n d  B h im a  saw  B a la ra m a , th e y  b o th  c a m e  a n d  fe ll a t  
h is  fe e t, a n d  b e s o u g h t  h is  le a v e  to  e n g a g e ; a n d  w h e n  t h e y  
h a d  o b ta in e d  h is  p e rm is s io n , t h e y  c h o se  t h e i r  g r o u n d  a n d  
p r e p a r e d  fo r  b a t t le .  T h e n  B a la ra m a  - c a lle d  th e m  b o t h  t o  tn
h im , a n d  s a id : — “ I  p e rc e iv e  t h a t  o n e  o f  y o u  tw o  m u s t  be-^M ieonbo. 
s la in , a n d  th e  p r o p e r  p lac e  to  d ie  is  in  th e  m id d le  o f  t h e  pk,U1' 
p la in  o f  I C n r n k s h e t r a .”  A c c o r d in g ly  a ll  p r e s e n t  p r o c e e d e d  
to  t h e  m id d le  o f  K u r u k s ’h e tr a ,  a n d  Y u d h i s h th i r a  c o m m a n d e d  
th a t  a ll  t h e  d ru m s  a n d  t r u m p e t s  th a t  w e re  in  th e  c a m p  
s h o u ld  b e  s o u n d e d ; a rid  D n r y o d l ia u a  a n d  B h im a  s to o d  w i th  
t h e i r  b a t t le - a x e s  r e a d y  to  e n g a g e .  A t  l e n g th  th e y  com - Thehattu*. 
rn e n c e d  w i th  a  m o c k  s k irm is h , h u r l in g  t h e i r  m a c e s  in  th e  
a ir ,  o r  w h ir l in g  th e m  ro u n d  t h e i r  h e a d s  a n d  s h o u t in g .  T h e n  
th e y  r a n  a t  e a c h  o th e r ,  a n d  s t r u c k  each  o th e r  so  v io le n t ly  Desperate',7 struggle,
w iih  t h e i r  m a c e s  t h a t  th e  e a r t h  t r e m b l e d ; a n d  n o w  th e

vo.t. i. 22
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history or b attle  began , each s trik in g  a t1 the other w ith Iris mac®, or 
leaping in the uir, or stooping to the earth to avoid a blow,

— --------— whilst all the people werestanding round and looking on.
And many a time the one or the other was bee ton violently 
to the ground, whilst the noise of the blows reached to the 
sky, and the blood streamed from their bodies front the 

Kmima advises waist upwards. And Krishna said to ITndhishtliiift and- 
Arjuna, : — u  Bhiraa is superior to Duryodhana in strength 
of ’limb, b a t Duryodhana is his superior in agility and know
ledge of the mace, and will certainly gain the victory, unless 
Bhltna changes his mode of fighting.” Then Krishna hinted 
that Bhmm should fulfil the row, which he had made when 
Draitpadt was insulted, that ho would smash the thigh of 
D uryodhana; for otherwise not only would Bhltna be beaten 
by Duryodhana, but each out) of thp: remaining1 four 
brethren would bo in like manner beaten after him. 
Krishna also said : If, when Duryodhana came out of the
water, Raja- Yodhishthlra had not agreed to the conditions 
which he proposed, then yon, 0  Ptindavas, might have sur
rounded him find put him to death, in the same manner that 
the Kauravas surrounded ■ Abhimanyu and slew him .5 but 
now there will be no end to the feud, for during all. the 
thirteen years that you wore in exile. Duryodhana has been 
ever practising himself in the use of the mace, saying to 
himself:— ‘ If the Pindavas should overpower my armies, 
and kill every man of them, T will still fight them one after 
the other with this mace, and be the death of them all o’ 
In this manner he has rendered himself superior to BMma; 
and there is no other remedy but this little foul play of 
striking his thigh, which you must hint to Blum a to put 

Arjuna (eves the into- practice.” So Arjuna cast a significant look towards 
BMma, and. struck himself upon the right thigh w ith 'h is 
hand, and Rhlrna immediately comprehended his meaning, 
and began to shift and feint with his blows ; hut Duryod- 
hana, by his prodigious alertness, avoided every stroke. 
A t length they came to closer quarters and struck heavily 

k & anearly at each other; and Duryodhana gave BMma. so violent a 
B jfe jfe i ' blow upon tlie head that all present thought he was, killed;
yoibiswm.



when. BMma .suddenly jumped up and laid, about him in all history op 
directions, until at last, when DuryorJhana was leaping about
to a;m another blow, .Bhlma struck him so violently upon 1 h o --------------
right thigh, that it  smashed the bone, and Duryodhana 
fell heavily to the ground,'and the earth shook like a cup of 
quicksilver.

W hen Bhlma saw that Duryodhana had fallen, ha began UMmawna 
to strut and-wheel round him. like a war elephant, and com- tim'lsadf'"a °n 
ing. up to him he kicked -him on the forehead with his two 
feet, saying :— You have now received the retribution of 
all the abominable acts;.you have committed against us, and 
all your' offences against DraupacB ” And again Bhlma 
kicked him on the head twice or thrice. Then Baja Yud- wrath of Yuo- 
hishthira was exceedingly;wroth at the conduct of Bhlma, hl!,htlu?f 
and struck him a severe blow in the face with his fist, say- Yadhuwhira 
i ng:— A  curse be upon you! W hat villany is this, to thoftwk! 
expose us. all to be evil spoken of by all the world, who will 
condemn, us for ever for this baseness ? ”  Yudkishthir:. 
tli.en ordered A'jtum to take Bhlma, by the arm and. thrust 
him aw ay; and Yudinshthira came forw ard. weeping very 
bitterly and took the hand; of Bmyodhana, and sa id :— Addresses 
" T h is  evil yon have brought upon yourself: We have all 0utSodhima> 
acknowledged you to be our -lord, and would have served 
you with our lives and our hearts, but you bore malice 
against us, and drove us.from our-house and home iu to u ite r 
ruin : Itveu then we would have been content with five 
villages, bu t you refused ns, and desired our deaths, and 
forced us to go to war with you • But still you are our lord, 
and we acknowledge you to be our sovereign; and the 
curse of God will therefore rest upon this act of Bhlma, and 
if you command mo, 1  will even order him to bo put to 
death tor i t : Be not however concerned at your present 
condition, for it is your certain passport to eternal para
dise ; but as for our lot, it is hard indeed, for all those whom 
you leave behind you, all your wives and children, will curse 
and Condemn us for your fate,”

With those words Raja Yudbishthira again wept pro- v» in 
fusely, but by this time Balarama had risen up and ap^jjggjjjg^

plfty.
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