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1 Some idea may he furmed of the rmgmul by the following hamlatwn of tha' !
st shapter of the Bhagavad-Gith, which gomprises the appearance of the fleld of
' battle ‘ou the murmng of the first day. Tt will bo seen that the blind Maharain
| Dhritaashtra is being informed by bis chariotecr Sanjaya of what had taken'
| place. The translation is by Mr J. €. Thomson, and hat been extracted from liis
valuable echtwn of the Bhagavad-Gita,
' o & Dhritachshitra spo?se | i
What did my foliuwm and those of Pandu do, when assembled for the purpa'm of'
fighting on the sacred pliin, the plain of Ku, Sanjaga? - i
*¢ Sanjaya spoko.
When King Durvmlhana heheld the pmy of the Pandavas drawn up in ovder, ho
then approached his preceptor and spoke these words: ¢ Dehold, O preceptor! tlns-
" hugo army of the sons of Pandu, deaws up by thy clever pupil, the son of Drupada.
In it ave waryiors with huge bows, equal to Dhima and Arjuna in battle (namely):

Yuyvdhina and Vicata, and Drupada on his great oar; Dhrishtgketn, Chekitina, =

and the valiant King of Kashi ; Purwjit and Kuntibhoja and Shaivya, chief of men ;

and Yudhamanyu the strong, and Uttamnujas the brave the son of Subbadzt, an{l 4

all'the sons of Draupadi, too, in their huge chariots, But vomark those, who are
the most | distinguished amongst us, the leadgrs of my army, O best{ of Briﬂ:mam‘
T will name them to thee, that thow mayst know ther,

¢ Theve are thyself, and Bhishwma, and Karna, and Kripa, ucimmm in batt!é,
Aswatthéma, and Vikam, and Savmadatti too, and many other heroes, who risk
their lives for my sake armed with divers weapons, all experienced in wan. This
army of mine, which is commanded by Bhishma, is notsufficient ; but that RETIY
of theirs, commeanded by Bhima, 8 sufficient. | And do 'you, even a]l of you, draym
up in all the ranks of the army, according to your grades, attend éven to Bhishma.!

 Then, in order to enconrage him, the avdent old ancestor of the Kuxrns blew his |
tinmpet, sounding lond as thu goar of o lion.  Then, on o sudden, trampets,
keftle-drums, cymbals, dewms, and homs were sounded.  That noise grew fo un
uproar, And standing on'a hugn cor drawn by white horses, the slayer of Madhu
and the gon of Péinda blew their celestial trampets. » Krishng 1hlew his horn called)
Panchajanya ; the Despiser of w realth blow ¢ the Gift of the Goda: 7 he of drsads
ful deeds and wolfish entrails blew « great trumpet caln,d Paundra’; King Yod-

liishthira, the son of Kunti, blew the Bternal Victory ;" Nakula oud Sabadeva

blew ¢ the Sweet-toned’ and the ¢ Blooming~with- ;ewo}‘s The King of Késhi,
renowned for the excellence of his bow, and Shikandin in his huge charof,
Dhrishta-dyumna, ond Vicdta ani Hatyaki, unconquered by hisfoes ;. rmd Dropada
and the sons of Draupadi, altogether, O king of earth ! and the strang- <armed son

of Subhadea, each severally blew their trumpets. That noise lunerated the heats

of the sons of Dhritarashtra, av uproar resounding both through heayen and earth. |

Now when Arjuna heheld the Dhrtarashitras drawn up, and thet the fiying of
arrosws had commenced, he raised his bow, and then addressed these \wrtls, 0 kmg i
of earth! to Krishoa,

#¢ Draw up my chariot, O Ttornal f}ue | between the two armiea, that T may
examine those men drawi up and an:;mua for battle, (and see) with whom'[ hnm i
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o fight in the strife of war, _I_.per_cuim that those who ave assembled here ave '.
' gbiout to fight, from a wish by so doing to do a fuvour to the evil-minded son of
Dhsitarfshira. j '

) Sanjuy# spoke.

] "."-Kr.ia}mn' Deing. thus addressed by Arjuna, O Bhérala! drew wp that best of

(chariots between the two armies; and before, Bhishma and Drona and all the

kings of the earth, ho said :— _
|44 Behold, O King! these Karus here assembled.”  Blanding there, the King

! I'haﬁeldlfpthers and grandfathers, preceptors and maternal uncles, brothers, sons,

geandsons, and friends, fathers-jo-lnw and acquaintances, in both of the armies.

v Gazm.g on all these relations drawn up (in battle-airay), the son of Kunt, moved

' by extreme compassion, spoke with sadness, as follows i—

e L “ Arjuna apoke.
| 188 ¢ Now that T have hoheld hevs this kindred standing near together for the pur-

. pose of fighting, my limbs give way, and my face is dried up (of the blood in my
| 'veins) and tremotr i¥ produced throughout my body, and my hair stands on ¢nd.
My bow, Géandiya, slips from my hand, and my skin, too, burns (with fever). Nor -

o I able to remuin upright, snd my mind is, a8 it were, whirling round, AndI

‘percoive adverse omens, O hairy one! 'Nor do I foreseo anything better, even

_ when T shall have slain fhese relations in battle. T seek not vietory, Krishna, nor
o kingdom, nor pleasures. | What should we do with a kingdom, Govinda ? What

with enjoyments, or with life itself, (if we slew thess relatives) ¥ Those very men

| on whose aceount wo might desive a kingdony, enjoyments, or pleasures—are

’ﬁsﬁmﬁléd for batsls, having given up their lives and righes, Teachors, fathora,

" and even sons, and grandfathers, uncles, fathers-in-law, grandsons, brothers-in-

law, with connettions ulso-these 1 would nof wish to slay, though 1 wvere alain

A }--m_ygélf}'(l l_{_i_ller of Madhn l—not even for the sake of the soversignty of the tuiple

| world, how much less for thatof thisearth! When wehad killed the Dhértarish-

| tras, what pleasiro should we have, O thou who art prayed to by morfals}  We

should incur aaime were we to put fo desth these villains, Therefore we aro

| not right to kill the Dhrtarishivis, our own relations, for hoyw gould we be happy,
~after killing aur own kindred, O slayer of Madhu ?

¢ faven it they whose Teasun is obsenred by eovetousuess, do not perceive the

erime committed in destroying their own tribe, not a sin in the oppression of their

| friends, should wo not know how fo recoil from such a siti—iwe, who do look upon

the slangliter of one's tribe as a erime, O thou who art supplicated by mortals? In

' the destrction of a tribe, the eternal institutions (laws) of the tribe are destroyed,

Theso laws being destroyed, lawlessness prevails throughont the whoals tribe,

| Trom the existence of lawlessness the women of the tribe hecome corrupted,

Krishna; and when the women are corrupted, O son of Vrishui ! confusion of
caste takes place.  Confusion of caste is (a gate) to hell hoth for tho destroyers
of the tribe and for the tribe itself. For their fathers are deprived of the

. rites of funcral-cakes and libations of water, and thus fall (from heaven).

By tho crimes of the destroyers of a fribe, and by those who cause confusion
of casta, the eternal institutions of caste and tribe are subversed, We have
learnt (from sacred writ) that a sojourn in hell necessarily awaits the men who
gibvert the, nstitutions: of their tribe, 0 Krishna! Alas! we have determined
to commit 8 great erime; sinee, from the desire of overcignty and pleasares; we

 With these proliminary observations it may now msron
- be possible to _z;;;_e'le_ct th__(}se'..'dQSCI'iption.s which may e it



mm&'ﬂ? servo to throw same 11ght upon thls anc1enh -and '-
U INDIA, )
Cpovedi, memorable war. The hostilities are said to have:'

AN e

'."SN’“"““" ortm oxtended over eighteen days; and the narrative

i fightacn days of

| twardvild may be subdivided it four periods of irvegular

:"ut four e
; ,.,},j‘f,am, i dumtmn, according to the days durmg thh the

four commands

1 ofthe four aee. FORY SUCCESSive G—eneralmstmos of the Kauravas held
| cessive Generals

| lewosarde the command.  Upoen this point it may be remarked
ik in’,’;mﬁ’am, that the Pdndavas retained their C hnerahsmmo,
M Dhrishta-dyumne, from the beginning until the end
of the contest ; but that four successive Generalissi-
mos of the Kaurswas foll upon the field of battle.
Bhfshma, who was appointed at the commencement
of the struggele, was slain on the tenth day of his
command. Drona, the old preceptor of the Kau-
ravas and Pindavas, succeeded Bhishma, but svag
slain on the fifth day of his command, or fiffeenth
of the war. Karna was next appointed Genoralissi-
mo, but he was slain on the second day of his com-
mand, or seventeenth of the war. Finally, on the
mghtu,nth and lasgt day of the war, Sdlya was ap.
pointed to the ('nmmnud and slain before nightfall,
Accordingly, the eighteen days of the war mq,y he I
divided into four terms, as follows i '
(1) Bhishma’s command . .+ . /10 days.-

(2} Drong’s command | G GRS

(8) Karnals command iGN
(4) Balya’s command o LR EEE

e ——

Total, 18 days.

1st, Bhishma’s The narrative of the war of Bhérata during the
g;:::nnud—ten ! :

ate prepared to slay our own kin.  Better wore it for me, if the Dhértarfishiras,
being armed, wonld slay me, harmless and unrosisting in the fight,’

¢ Sanjayn epoke.
Having thus spoken in the midst of the battle, Arjuine, whose heart wis tronhleﬂ
with grief] let fall his bow and arrow, snd <at down on the hench of the ehariot)”




) jten da,ys of Bhishma. s cnmmand is littlo more than AISTORY 'n@
- a deseription of babtles, in which neither the Kau-  rare
ravas nor the Pindavas gained any decided advan-
tage, It commences with an incident which IS wythiesl stars

of Tuabishbliic ||
smgula.rly llustrative of the feelings of respect and rws repeet for

mr'ﬂwmm GR&.AT wm.

N ‘.

hi elders and
veneration towards Brahmanical preceptors which I;’,‘:;ﬁﬁ‘l}’:ﬁ?‘:;:d
sertion bo the

provailed in later times. In its present place, this pidame " | s
incident must be regarded as a mythical interpola- |

131011, but it is none the less worthy of consideration.

| It is also associated with another event of dubious
authenticity ; but before offering any comments, it

may be as well to relate the story as it appears in

ithe 'Ma.hé, Bhdrata :—

Now, whon the night had passed away, sud the morning worse of the
 of the first day of the great war dawned upon the plain o :

f first day.

Kurukshetra, both armies marched out and faced each

' other, and the air was filled with the beating of drums and :
the sounding of shells. And Yudhishthira suddenly de- yudnishehira

proceeds on fook

'ﬁcendod from his chariot, and proceeded towards the arry to tho aeory of

of the Kauravas ; and Arjuna and his brethren, and Krishn i s Kaveayna,

and the other Rajas, dismounted in like mannoer and walked
after him to see what he purposud doing ; and they earnestly

: _as}.od him the reagon of his going, but be angwered not a

word. Ab this moment a great uproar arose amongsh the
Kaoravas, and they said one to the other :—Terror has

. goti the better of Yudhishthira, and he has come to demand

peace of Bhishma ; and certain it is that he is not a true
Kshatriya,” And they danced for joy, and then held their
peace that they might heat what Yudhishthira had to say.

- And Yudhishthira went first to Bhishma and paid him re- sk tiepormis

of Bhishima
verenoe, and requested his permission to fight against the :;?f]llﬂl‘l:rna to )

agn nstﬂw

Kauravas, and Bhishma granted him leave ; a,nd he then lfmmma i
went to his preceptor Drona, and paid him reverence also,
and in Iike manner asked his permission, and Drona granted
his recuest ; and Blishma and Drona both gaid to Yudhish-
thiva ¢ We fight on the side of the Kauravas becouse for



;usmr m‘ mamy years we.lmré en,hen their brea& and salt,

Piffu we would Thave fuught for you.2. Then Yudh;_aht,hwa,
e tumed to the army of the Péndavas, and when he was mldq_'. '
- -_-Bhtshmu and

| Droms exonss  way batween them and the szmvm, he turned round &m‘l' i
,ﬁm rﬁvﬁrgﬁﬁ said with a loud vaice to the army of the Kauravas r=¢ 0
Fo - my friends, whoever wishes well to our cause, lot Lim come
'j -!«i-,mm nae  Over and jom us’? At thess words Yuyutsu, who was
'F-gﬂh".;; i.;m half brother of Duryodhana, deserted his own pm’fy and
~ presented himself to Yudhishthira, and said i Tf you will
e take me by the htmri and promote me, I will engage myselt
0 in your service.” Yudhishthira answored :— Come then,
gl & pray you, and T will regard you as one of my own breth.
ren.””  Then Yuyutsua came out with all his followers from |
amongst the Kaunravas, and he ordered his drums to beat, !
and eried out :—“ I am going over to the army of the Pens
davas ; so let him who desires to hinder me core torth and
fight me.””  Bub. no man came out to oppose him, 'So)
A Yu; utsu went over and presented himself in due form to'
By ot the pan:. Yudhishthirva ; and the Péndavas and all their army were
much rejoiced, and beat their deums in joy; snd Yudhigh«
thira took off ‘the coat of mail from his own body, and had
it put upon Yuyutsu, and he called for mmther cuirass for-__-..

i himself. . | | _
..I,ﬁyggﬁﬁlt{{&m 'The apparently mythieal character of the fore:
| tnreaming inei-

going incidents may now be briefly indicated. The '
| '.'{';ﬁgfgﬁlﬁ;“ .st;t'annp story of the visit paid by Yudhishthira to

Ty ta ral
R e Bhfshma and Drona on the very morning of the

-_'Iljl‘fr*&ﬂilffmm battle, and his Pharisaical request that they‘ would
‘permit him to fight the Kauravas, evidently has its
origin in the abject submission to elders and pm-_

ceptors which is so rigidly enforced by Brahmanical

igﬁggm law. The proceedings of Bhfshma and Drona are

II;-.:f‘,;“g;‘;;‘g’,‘,;‘:;my equally forced and artificial. Their open declara-
-.'-5'3;.&“ Pids tion that they wonld have fought on the side of the
: Pindavas had they not eaten the bread and Balt of

the \Ialxaa'aja, s not only improbable, but mconsmb -




:‘,__'j":ent vmh the pogt held by Bhfs,hnn as (}t,nerahssnno Hlﬁ%}g‘ 0?,-. i
| of the allied avmics of the Kauravas, and the esteera  pasr i |

~ and respect in which both were held by the sons of |
Dhritardshtra. At the same time such a declaration 125323&1“ vﬁﬂ;h".- |
(s porfeetly in accordance with the mythical specches theseesahes o0

said to have been delivered by those warriors at the i ‘i?.—?fﬁifi%'"l

- Council held at Hastindpur to receive Krishna as an i

ambassador from the Péndavas. Accordingly it

geems highly probable that the incident has been
ntroduced fo harmonize the violent partisanship

which they exhibited at the Council in favour of

. the Pandavas, with the fact that they were prepared

' to fight to the death in behalf of the Kauravas.

The dese_l*tion of Yuyutsu from the Kauravas to the Dubjous at:
Pandayas is somewhat dubious. It may be either goetion of

an actual fact, or a mythical interpolation. IHe is
gaid to have been a son of the Mahdraja, but only a
half-brother to the Kauravas ; and it is easy to con-

-cewe of a jealousy between the half-brothers which

may have led to the desertion of Yuyutsu on such

an occasion. At the same time, the existence of

--.'iuyutsu 18 doubtful. < The blind Mahdraja is not

likely to have had a son by any woman save his

wifo G‘réndh_ziri. Moreover, as all the Kauravas are

said to have been ultimately slain upon the field of

buttle, the Mahdraja would have been doomed to

the fate, so terrible in the eyes of a Hindd, of dying

without leaving a son behind him. The introduc-

tion of Yuyutsu as a son by another mother, and

the preservation of his life by a timely desertion,

saved the Mahdraja from so dire a cahmlty

. The story of the commencement of the battle, rirst day ot tne

. and the combats which ensued on the first day of i

the war, may now be related as follows :—-



i _ Ilm'umm oF Now after Yudhlshth:m ha,d 1otumod to the army of ﬂw"' _
|y INDIA, Pindavas, Bhishma advanced with the troops of the Eatlra.-'_" '

Pmr IlZ

! = vas and Bhima marched out from amongst tho Pindavas to |
Tattle hefweon confront him. And Bhishma blew his war-shell which

Bhishima an
'ﬂﬂg!:é gﬂd sounded like the roar of a lion.  And Krighna and Arluna,
SR sonnded their shells in reply, standing in & bhuge cliariot

drawn by white horses ; for Krishna drove the chariot of
Ar_]uxn on all the days of the war. At that moment there
was a mighty uprear throughout the plam ; and the air wag
filled with the beating of drums and the sounding of war-
shells ; and the men shouted, and the ﬂlpphants voared, and
the horses neighed, so that the earth and air resounded with
a clangour which keemed to reach the sky. Then Bhima
 eried out with a voice of thunder, londer than ali the other
noises; and the Kauravas were deafened ab his eries, and

. wore as fearful ag childven who had seen a demon ; and they
' Obnéri'gft_eroﬂha hurled & shower of darts at him. Then Duryodhana
advanced with ten of his brethren, and they shot their

arvows at Bhima and his soldiers, and thug the baftle eoms

menped ; and the shouting of the combatants, ‘and. the
glemnmg of the cuirasses, and the flashing of the swords and

gpears, were like a storma of thunder and lightning.  And

the other Pindavas came out to help Bhima, and there was

ag good a battle among them as has ever been seen or

heard, whilst the dust dimmed the light of the snn, and the
sword-strokes fell like heavy rain upon a mountain. And

- Smxlocombnts. Yudhishthira fonght Sdlya, and Dhrishta-dyumna fought
! Drona, and Drupada fought Jayadratha, and there were very
many other singlo combats between renowned warriors

whose names need not be declared. And they fonght fairly

for about an hour or two, each man against his own foe, and

those who were mounted fought against those who wore

mounted, and those who were on foob against those who

| Disrecard of the Wore on foot ; but then, like dranken Asurag, they forgot
PSSt AERUNE: ) tho laws of fair fi ighting, and fell to in great confusion,
\ &g;}i&tg‘e&wﬂ And Abhimanyu, son of Arjuna, seeing that the battle was
ihimanyu and going against the Pandayas, went ont against Bhishma, and

| the patrinren
hishua, fought with greut valour; and he cut down the ensxgn on




/i thrown at him, but he regarded them as 80 many drops of

; BMShmﬂ- 3 chimot and paased on. and kﬂlea some and ms'mm L)r.!;_'i-'?i'_'
 ‘wounded many; and as he was returnm , many. darts were I{f;lit%l .

1 waber ; and Bhishma bestowed great praise upon Abbimanyu, Lomahy L

Raja Virdta, was mounted ov an elephant, and fought

' ".'and said that of all the heroes he had ever known, he had L e of
'..nmer beforo seen a youth whose age wag only sixteen

| years, perform such prodigies of valour.  And Uttar, son of oomha:benwmu' Adlly
J :P I & Uttarand 8alyn. |

| against Sdlya; and his clephant overturned Sélya’s chaviof

 with kis trunk, and Sdlya fell to the ground; but Sélyarose

" up and discharged an arrow at Uttar, who therenpon fell
penseless from the elephant, and ‘was carried off by hig
| fathers people ; and Sélya slew the elephant, and it fell to
‘the ground like a tower. Then Bhishma charged the g;mgﬁ:a&:fm
; aolchms of the. Pindavas and made great havoc, but Arjuna Arjuna.
 wont out against him ; and Bhishma attacked Arjuna first,
and the two fought toget-her for a long while, until the sun
sob and tho drums beat fo quarters, and the first day of the
*great war of Bhérata was fully over.
iThe forefroing account of the first day of the mymicat dia-

i wa:r of Bharata is followed in the Mahd Bh: iram by iﬁ:@fﬁ?ﬁ:
i dm.]oguo between Yudhishthira and Krishna,
. which is both puerile and mythical. The language
is poor and the matter contemptible, whilst it seems
 to have been inserted for the sole purpose of as-
soclating Krishna with the war. As, however, it
may serve as a fair specimen of'the many dialogues
which are introduced into the story, it may be re-
produced here, as follows :—

Now when it was night, Yudhishthira went to the Yudhishthiv
lodgings of Krishna, together with his brethren, and olipeiala il
- Dhrishta-dyumna, and other warriors ; and he said to him :— af,?ﬁ,’{.?;i,':&“’“‘
- ““You have seen, O Krishna, how Bhishma has fought this S
day, and how in his old age he so handled our army, that
had not Arjuna stood out against him we should have been

. wholly discomfited : These people of mine compared with

' W

Praises has il

Ay



mmm ov Bh‘fshnm ‘ave hke mofha amund a. ]zghte& Iamp, ' 'an& I_

i ;ﬁf‘i‘r believe it would be better for me to dismiss them all, and
il m;;—- rotive to the jungle, or step agide and slay myself.” Krighna
( -.".'Efﬂ%omuﬂﬂ answered -~ O Raja, why do' you despair so soon, when,
"d‘?‘i‘é@éfﬂ?« you have go many valiant brethven, and such famots

151 hug warriors on your side?  What if Bhishma did make havae
yamna. 0 in your army, such is the nature of war, and & tiger does not
/ fall back ab the firsh rebuff; Moreover, towards evening time:
Arjuna made equal havoe amongst the Kauravas: Besides,
1o army ought; to despair which has Dhrishta-dyumna in
command.”” And Dhrishta<dyumba was much pleased ab
. the words of Krishna, and the spivit of Yudhishthira was
revived; o they all took leave of Krishua and returned to

their owa quarters,

| Naemtiveorthe | The marrative of the war from the second to the

wear from the |y ! . Al MBI e S _
et fo e tenth day countaing some curious incidents, but de-
b mands no preliminary explmmtion. The stery mmy

be accordingly related as follows :-—

i fawnnd ayot | Now on the morning of the second day, the two armies
thio war. 3 T , b it
: appeared again upon the plain in battle arvay; and Duryod.
hana commended the care which the Kauravas 'h;;d taken
e . of Bhishma on the preceding day, and desired that they
| he Pandavas would now be equally® mindful, Then Bhishma and the

rapuisad b e : R
i Bt but  Kauravas rushed upon their enemy, and at the firet onset
- xadlied : ; Lo .

Arjutia. they drove the Pdndavas back; and Arjune seeing this,

requested Krishna, who was his charioteer, to drive him

agu.inﬂt Bhishma, And Duryodhana reproached Bhishma,

_ : in that he had quarrelled with Karna, who was the only
A1 ﬁ'ﬁfﬁ’;“lﬁ L warrior in the world who was fitted to oppose Arjuna.  And
' with Ajuna, , Bhishma replied :~¢ Shame be upon me for being a Ksha-
' triya, for however veluctant I may be, 1 am compelled by

honour to fight my beloved Arjuna.” And he immediately

get out to do battle with Arjuna, and the two heroes foupht

file and wounded each other, Mesnwhile Dhrishta-dyumna was

| Bwims attacked engaged in a hard contest with Drona. At this moment
mlﬁ"ﬁﬁr Bhima came up and was stopped by the Raja of Magadhd,

otk and hemmed in by the people of the Raja; and Bhima took




. his manoo eud strick about him in ol divections, isToRY O
1 every stroke he killed several elephants, and such a battle %ﬁlﬁ ;

| took place betweon them as «was fought /in olden time ~—— il
iy _b:e.twaen Indea and the Asuras, And the son of the Raju of gﬁg\'ﬁamn?
- Magadhd came up and killed Bhinia’s charioteor and his Magsdi. AR
four horses, and Bhima slew him with one blow of his mace. i
- Then the Raja of Magadbi, to revenge the death of his son,’
' drove his elephant at Bhfma, who was now without horses i
‘or driver ; and Bhina leaped down from his chariot, and Vaultson ;r;iiie{"'
rushed forward with his gword, when another son of the % secont] th,-;’?s" i
~ Raja of Magadhd interposed with his elephant; and Bhima
/| puti big hands upon the tusks of the elephant and vaulted
« mpon his back, and cut off the head of the young man and .
o throw it ab the feet of his father. And the Raja of Magadhd. siags the Raja,
. almost died with grief ab the death of both his sous, and il
' had & fierce battle with Bhima; but at length Bhima lifted i
 up his great mace and slow both the Raja, and his elephant at
asingle. blow. 'Then the Raja’s troops fell upon Bhima, but
. 'he blew the shell of victory, and his own army heard it and
| eame to hig rescne ; and the Kauvavas were greatly troubled
| when thoy heard that the Raja of Magadhé and his two song
_.__._._wgre._amongst the slain, '
' After this thers was a great battle between Abhimanyu, svhimanye
son of Arjuna, and TLakshmana, & son of Duryodhana, The Duyeanmng,
| two youths fought bravely together, and Abhimanyu gained :
| tho victory and slew the son of Duryodhana, And when Attacked by
_ Duryodhana saw that his son was dead, he flew with many gﬁﬁﬁfﬁ?&’b&
of hig Rajas to attack Abhimanyn, and the Pindavas erieq "™
out :—* They are murdering Abhimanyu by force of num- |
bers"" And Arjuna heard thess words, and pounced like a }lﬁfﬁtﬁﬂﬂ the

i) ] L/ | ¢ u | i it
faléon upon Duaryodhana and all his forees ; and all the sind hgil"f&{j_u-'_
. ! na’s e PR

Rujas fled at the very sonund of hiy chariot, ond left their
- arms, and their horses, and their elephants, and everything
¢lse behind them, {or thera was no one amongst them who
would faco Arjuna.  And Duryodhana called upon them by
~mame to rally round him, but no one heeded his words, and
| Duryodhana finding himself alons was compelled to fly in
. like manner. 8o Arjuna gained the victory, and he and



' mwiony o Krishna blew their shells in rinmph. Meantime the wire
Ha I}fﬁ[ﬁ Bhiskma perceived the disastrous condition of ‘'his army, and
| ST much astonished, and he said to Drona € See, W_c_)rthy-
el s ives aroceploT, how Arjuna is committing fearful havoe: He is
. due. " dreadful ag Yama, and I see no chance of defeating him this
K day ; and our awn srmy is so shattered that we cannot lead
them against the Péndayas, who the more they fight seem {o
grow the stronger : The gods are against us; our wuriors,
| are weary and panicistricken ; and it would be unwise to
expose them this day to another conflict : o pass the order
for leaving the field, and direct that all may be ready in the
morning for to-morrow’s battle.”?  Then Drona gave the
i order; and the Kaurayas returned to their camp with sad
I ,_I'_%‘gﬁgﬁgﬂf_mﬂ hearts, Bnt on that day the Pdndavas had done mighty
ST things, and they and their troops returned to their quarters
|t in great joy and glory; and so that night passed away.
| mmddayotehe . On the morning of the third day the Pandavas drew up
1 | demenaows. their army in the form of a half-moon, and made such a
v _'i"“&?m_'v?;il‘i%at{'ne charge thab they fell at once on the fronb and two flanks of
T I the Kaurayas, And they dashed on pell-mell and broke the
i enomy’s line and threw it into disorder, and then re-formed
themselves and charged again; and in the confusion
charioteers and horgemen charged the footmen contrary to
rule, and slew them with darts on which they had inseribed
their own names; but order was soon restored. by Bhishma
Rt and Arjuna, and they then fought their equals only, as had
! (Ruribly slough heen agreed upon at the beginning of the war, The slaughter

L}
on this day wag terrible, and the plain was strewed with
heaps of dead, and weapons of every description, and hodies
_ without heads, and horses withont riders; and the dust was
[Criesatihe  laid with rivers of blood; and the wounded wrii;he&_about in
e all divections and filled the air with their piercing shrieks
and melancholy cries; and still as they fell ‘and rose they
struggled in combat with each other; and from the excess
of bloodshed and carnage that day the battle was called
. Dead mon riso Maharadra. Even the bodies of those who were dead rose
g e sty ch | without their heads and fought each other; and when the
' people saw this they saw it was an omen that the whole of



/e livengs 'aﬂl«l he alam. 'Then the graa.ﬁ Ohwft#,mns of tho ms'mm ar |
K auravas foll ‘upon tha Péndavas, and the battle mgtd sznlﬁx
I f‘uuems}y, and was foarful to behold ; for when the swords of ek o
. ithe warriors were blunted and their arrows spent, they tore o _

{ up trees by the roots and slew each other with them, or flew ?{hﬁt g b
@t each other with their clenched fists, and kicked, and ﬂaf&!s f’?t-m”b’%'-
'Wre%led and tore oach other with their teeth and nails. R
_ And the Pindavas drove back the Kauravas, and the %i;\atg?ugr’tha il
f ,Ka.ui'avas in their flight rosembled the rushing of the waters il

' af;. the new and fall moon,

| Duryodhans now saw that his forces were being routed,

| and he went to Bhishma and complained of his indifference Doryoathuge |
‘to the slanghter of the Kauravas, and begeed that he would o A
‘exert himself to the utmost to defoat the Pindavas. At '
' thesa words the eyes of Bhishma became red srith wrath, but Bhtshmarenews'

' he sounded tho shells and trumpets, and the Kauravas ?Eﬁé’cﬁ'ﬁl&{&ﬁ‘k
'renponded to the call; and the battle mgcd again more by Arjnn.
furiously than before, and Bhishma drove the army of the
Pindavas hefore him, and killed very many. But Acjuna

requested Krishna to drive him against. Bhishma, and the

. Pandayas turned back and fought dmpox ately ;- and after a

'\ long time the Kanravas were defeated, and retived to their
| own quarters; and fhe Péndavas blew the shell of victory
Cand returnod in Luumph to their camp, and bestowed great
pt‘tﬂsczs upon Arjuna, and thus endoed the thira day of the

bai?bla.

o Anél now the war raged every day from the fourth to the The war rges
! mnth day, and sometimes the Chieftaing fought single 0 et ey
comba.’ts, and sometimes the armies fought together pell- i
well ; but though very many were killed on either side, yet

 the issue was as far off as ever, and the Pindavas were still _

- ungonguered, whilst the Kauravas were much disheartened Keuravasais.

eartenedarno 00

ab their i1l success. On the evening of the ninth day, when gonauering the’, | |
_th‘u Kauravas had returaed to then' quarters, Duryodhana, s
Sakuny, Duhsisans, and Karna held a congultation together

_abont their disasters ; and Duryodhana said ;- O warriors, Duryedtana |,

.Wh}' 18 it that whilst we have Bhishma, and Drona, and E%‘?:lf{::ﬂ;g?%ﬁi '

wank of success
Kripa, and ;‘mﬁyu on our side, we are still unable to conquer ;

el ol 20



ok ‘Etmmm' OF ﬂm Pﬁ:n&avaﬂ? 'Why shoulél I be Elﬂfc&t\«d evary da.y, smd
FR gf;;[;‘; niy army decroase in nmnbera, whilst the Péandavas are srm
i _ alive?  Let me know, I pray you, how we can succeed in
X ".--"#ff*‘ii;‘;,%‘:h b destroying our eneries ¥ # Rarng replivd ¢ O Raja, cast

) Al hish-
L ik voina | Bide your grief!  Arrange thab Bhishma withdraws frow

' ';'fn"i%m % the Hght, so that T may put on my armour and do battlo
| upon ‘the plain, and I swear to you, that I will elear the
e . earth of the Péndavas.”
§ 'ZDnrMham ‘86 Duryodhana wenb to the tent of Bhishma and saui fi
B lf?:ﬁ%,‘ﬁ;m “1f you will defeat the Pdndavas according to your promise,
: { it will be well; bub if you are desirous of showing mercy to
. the Pandavas, then do you ]n.y aside your srms and permlt
LI Karna to destroy my enemies,’ ]
| Bishma's When Bhishma heard this roproachful langaage from
Yo Duryodhana he was touched to the heart, and uttered nob a
s . word ; but presently he exelatmed, with 8 voico of thunder -
j "’-:Bmshnmtn- f0 Iﬁmja, 1 am doing my utmost, and disregarding my own
| ages to do
:.:mﬁ{mﬂf»m on life, in order to serve you: Why then do you still reproach
.I_-]mfh upon the me with cruel words! On the morrow however you shall
either behold me dead upon the field, or you shall be
entively freed from your enemies.” So saying he dlsmmaed
\ Duryodhana and retired to his own couch. i
" menthdagorthe | Next morning, being the tenth day of the war, Dur yo&-' :
Il hans told all his Chieftains that Bhishma had resolved to
slay the Pindavas or to fall by their kands, Then the
armies were marshalled npon the plain, and Bhishma pro-
cecded to the front of his army ; and challenged Arjuna to
(] Eg;‘;,‘;’éfi‘;?{:ffg.” battle ; and there was a terrible conflich between Bhishmu
i and Arjuns. and Arjuna which lasted mauy hours, and all the warriors on
4 either side ceased their combaty in order that they might
' Bhtshmn mor. look on, At last after much fighting Bhishma received a
tally wounded: ) ta] wound 3 arid he fell from his chariot upon the ground,
and Arjuna went up to him and brought him water, and all
the warriors on either side paid homage to the dying
patriavch, But Bhishma did not give up the ghost, but lay
on the ground many days, and a guard was set upon him by
Raja Duryodhana until he died.

Al e Ly S

Raoview of th
L e, daet  The foregoing selections from the narrative of



b -'.here it should be remarked that however populax

- gome of the scenes appear to be, such as the mythi-

ﬁxe_ﬁrst tm da.ys ot 'tlia war a,re' ‘mla‘ﬁuent to 1llur§~ mssm ;
| trate the desultory character of the fighting; and

P’A_m‘ |

. cal contest botween Bhima and the Raja of Magadhd,

i'_-_zaml his sons, the ﬂnsla.urrht of Ar_}mm, and the great
charge of the army of the Péndavas in the form of

@ half-moon still the interest centres in the smfrlo Tutorest cmttl’ﬁa "

cmnb&t between Bhishma and Arjuna, in which the

n the singla

cmnimf lwtween
Bhishing and

 former was slain.  The legend of this combat un- 4w

;doubtedly referred to o real events but in the Mahg
' Bhérata, the narrative is so overloaded with super-
. natural details, introduced for the purpose of ex-

plaining away the unseemly character of the contest

between the old .1)atfiarc'h and his youthful kinsman,
 that it will be sufficient to accept the bare fact that
* the two warriors engaged in several single coruvbats,
and that uitxma’mly ]311 fshma was slain.  One point,
. however, in these mythical additions appears to be
 worthy of notice, namely, the palpable effort to
' Brahmanize the character of Bhishma. In what
+ appears to be the original tradition Bhishma is re-
© presented as a loyal and vencrated patriarch, who
 had withdrawn his claim to the Raj in order to
gratify his father, and had subsequently oducated
the fathers of the Kauravas and Pdndavas for the
throne, and trained them in the use of arms. The
Brahmanical compilérs, however, seem to have been
desirous of reproducing so celebrated a hero in a
. character more adapted to their own religious ideas;
“and consequently, by the bold introduction of fa-
- bulous matter, they have actually succeeded, from a
Hindi point of view, in transforming the rude and
. honest weteran into a pions ascetic and moral

Sm lar effort
v Hrahmanize

tlm charaeter of |

Bhishma,




ki :;'mm MAHA BHAR 4‘ i

:'_"-'mmm‘ on tc-a,cher. i Bhiahma is sazd to hme been HO.| ﬂm,kly
L pierced in every part of his body by the arrows of
'_,?".:.ﬁ‘;,t’hm oy Arjuna, that when he fell mortally wounded from
I?;’;‘m‘“i};{’;;“ his chariot, he rested as it were upon the points of
| o tom wdndr the arrows. A pﬂlow for his head was formed by

i [ arrow hends
| thonddiversd | ghyree more arrows. In this condition he lay in a

[ ome mm-n.l and
| mies A ghate of consciousness for many weeks, having re-
B ceived from his father the miraculous power of fix-
ing the hour when he should die. In the first in-
stance he called for Duryodhana, and in a lengthy
address advised him before it was too late to restore
 half of the Raj to the Péndavas; and subsequently
tried to persuade Karna to desert Duryodhana and
espouse the cause of the Pdindavas. Having failed
in both cases, he continued to lie on his srrowy
couch, until long after the war was oyer, when just
before giving up the ghost he took the opportunity
of delivering to Yudhishthira a prolix discourse on
the duties of kings.® Such startling incongruities
as these are only valuable as illustrating the character
of the interpolations, which the Brahmanical compil-
ers have introduced into the national Epic; but the
Brahmanical teaching involved in the disconrses will
+be brought under discussion in dealing with the re-
" ligious ideas which prevailed at a later age.

), ond, Drouns The second period in the progress of the war
i DYRANA-TIVE . " (AT » e LT "
e comprises the Iustory of the five days during which

2 Another preposterous myth connectod with the death of Bhishma may be re-
corded in & note, - He is said to have received the mortal wound not from Arjuna,
but from a wartior named Sikhandin, who wusa youuger son of Raja Drupada,
In o previous birth Sikhandiu is said to haye been a female named Ambi, and was
indeed the elder daughter of the Raja of Kasi whom Bhishma hiad carvied away to
be the wife of his half-brother Vichitra-virya. She huad perished in the jungle,
but before her death she had been assured by Parasu Rama, that she should become
aman in a tutare birth, and eause the death of Bhishma, who had beén the aithor
of all her misfortunics, See page 53. S



| Bhishmal was mortally wounded ; and Dup yodhana, and his

e succeeded mahma, as Genera.hs&nmo of tht, Kuura— Pmﬂ 1

- vas. | At this stage of the contest the single ‘combats mommesr
* became move prominent; and it is evident that in *'** °°_“""“‘“,
i\ the 0r1gma1 tradition it was in a great measure these

' combats that decided the fortunes of the war. The 'l*hrmimpm-tant ]
Cincidents in the ah

. naweative of Drona’s command is characterized bv };;:;oggg;ngm, :

Ithree important incidents :-—
Wilinidet he attempts of Drona and the Kauravas to
:.--t&kﬂ Yudhishthira prisoner.
. @nd, The death of Abhimanyu, son of Arjuna,
,___smd the tragical circumstances which followed it. =
Srd The death of Drona, who was slain in a |
-'f-smgle combat with Dhrishta-dyumna, the CGeneral-
| issimo of the Péndavas.
. These incidents will eall for remark hereatt{,r
| .'bub they may first be related as follows :—

‘Now it was on the tenth day of  his command that Blection of

Dirona.

' brethren, and sll his allies refurned to the catmp very
. mogrufal ; and they elected thona. to take the comnnmd

© in the room of Bhishma.
i And on the morrow, Whmh was the first day of Drona’s tfilevenm tl?w of
1€ WA 10

comm:md and the eleventh of the war, Drona l)mmmul gnr;r af D&-uns.é
Atnna .

', I-"I)uryodhann that he would take Yudhishthiva prisoner ; guotsof irma
but he conld not do as he had desired, for Krishna and {him oronee

Arjuna were ever on the alert to protect Vudhishthira. o aiod I
And when it was evening, Drona gaid to Duryodhana, ;- T Ariuua.
cannat deliver Yudhishthira into your hands whilst Krishna

and Arjuna are his keepers; but if you can draw away

. Avjuna from the field, I can take Yudhishthira alive.” _
Then Susarma.n, Raja of Trigarta, said to Duryodhana i~ swarmansnd |

his four bre-

I and my four brethren will send a challenge to Arjuna on thren send & |
the morrow to fight us at some place far away from Yud- sy

~ Rishthira; and it is certain that he will accept the challengo




: --_"_msmm' on Wiﬁhnut; carmg for oar supermr nrumblals.".’_- ﬁnd Durycul-
i I%t ‘hana a.ppt-oved of tho plot, and Snsamnan and his brethren
touk an oath that while life remained they would nob turn
 their backs agaiust Arjuna; and they kindled a fire and
a.djured it to beur witness to their sincerity. f::o Susar-
man despatched a challenge to Arjuna to come oub to battle
on the twelfth day of the war; and Arjuna 'mqua,mted
Yudhishthira with the challenge which he had réeeived,
And Yudhishthiva said :— This is & plob to separate you
from me, thah Drona ray take mo prisoner according to his
ausncoopts promise.’”’  Bub Arjuna replied :— I am bound nof to -

| #113 dhallenge,
nieary o the refuse any challenge, nor to dlspute about, the place pro-

_ gfﬂ?‘igud. posed, nor to chaffer about superior numbers.” 8o Axrjuna
i returned answer that he accepted the challenge. i
.ia:‘es.'qa{}d ot When the morning of the second day of Droua’s com-
Cseond ot Dro. - mand and twelfth day of the war had fully come, both
._'Tn“mma' armies were pubt in battle-array ; and Arjuna, having
B obtained the permission of Yudhishthira, went to the place
.\ appointed by Susarman, and found the brethren theve; and
U Ktna dotents, sotmded hig shell, | And tho battle lasted some ‘time, but
i ';-'-ﬁ'ﬁ'%wt?;a?}ﬂ Arjuna obtained the victory over all his enemies, and pat
them to fight, and then taunted Susarman and his brethren
with the oath they had taken not to turn their backs npon
him. « Meanwhile, Drona advanced to take Yudbishthiva
i prisoner, and Yudhishthira retreated in great alarm; and
“Yudluﬁhthlra being much pressed, he mounted a fleet horse and galloped
o R || o1t of sight ; for 16 i3 no shame for & Kshatriya to fly away
'_."_f.{_’_,}'_‘;‘,'}g;{;*_"“"" from & Brahman, And Daryodhana and Karna reproached
Drona, for having permitted Yudhishthira to escapo out of
/il his hands.
| Thirtdonth day On the thivd day of Drona’s command, and th:rteenth
EIEFE: cﬁ??rﬁ?ﬂ.s day of the war, Susarman and hiz four brethven sent a
T second challenge to Arjuna to fight in the southern quarber
i "'g!timm' fishts  of the plain, and Arjuna again accepted the challenge,
| TSR &
| seeond time. | Moeantime Drona, who was very skilful in the art of war,
| Drona deaws ap drew up his army in the form of a spider’s web ; so that if
il #;fﬁ}'fm a Péndava made a charge, and got within the e,ne.my’-s: lines,

spider’s web, ; ) il :
i ™ he would bo thereupon surrounded by warriors and unable




4 g make» hw esoape. And when bhe Pi’mdavas aaw bhexr HISTORY ta e

 enemies arrange& in this manner, thev were astonishod, and ;ﬁ)ﬁi
said == As Arjuna hag gone out to fight Susarman and his

Pandavis wi-

brethren, we are unable to draw up an army in the same able to oppose
array ag the Kanravas.” =~ So the Péndavas marshalled i mde”“b'

thomselves in the best form that they were able, and placed
. Bhima in their van, snd their other Captains here and there.
.~ Then Yudhishthira said to his privcipal warriors :—The
Kauravas have placed themselves in an array which no one
Junderstands save Arvjuna and Krishna ; so until they return
it will be necessary that some who are here should fight
against them, lest it should be said that mthout Arjung, and

. Krishua we are no match for the Kanravas.” And there

was present the young and heroiec Abhimanyu, who was only
- gixteen years of age; and he was the son of Arjuna, and
had been married to Uttard, the daughtor of Raja Virdta.
And Yudhishthiva, said to Abhimanyu ¢ A son i3 the Yudiishthira

conmmands A
egsence of his father, and a lion’s cub has the valour and D o1

fierceness of the lion ; so do you eharge tho Kauravas and spides’s web.
. break this spider’s web of theirs,”’ Then Abhimanyu

kissed the feot of Yudhishthira, and said :— You desire

me to pass through this impenetrable spider’s web, but I

" eannot consent to take the lead in any dangerous under-

| faking.”’  Then Yudhighthira said :~— ‘1 only ask you to
enter the spider’s web, and make a passage for us: We will

 follow immediately upon your hoels : If you can once male
' anopening it will never close; and Bhima and others of our

‘army will take cave to profit by your skill” Abhimanya

replied : =€ O reverend Sire, I shall enter the impenetrable
‘spider’s web, ay an insect falls upon a fire: Bub unless I kill

one of my enemies, I am not the son of Subhadrd ; and if,

seated npon my chariot, I do not kill all the K_shatnyag who

are here, 1 will never acknowledge myself to be the son of
Arjuna.”  Abhimanyu then ordered his charioteer to drive ahmmwyu b

drives his cha~

on, and he entercd the ranks of the enemy, and challenged riot uto the
enemiecs’ ranks,

any warrior to battle ; and the Kauravas caught him in their and pertueine
&4 0

midst like a whirlwind ; and Abhimnanya fought manfully, YAl
and he cut down all who came before him; but he was asa



8 *I"()Ii smgle man agaumtr&ll the Kauravas. M :
Hm"‘ . davas saw that the boy was' bomg hemmed iny a»n& they
— pursued him closely to deliver him ; but the wicked Jaya-
P:?ﬁ%:ﬁ} szu. dratha saw what they were strlvma to do, and the fire ot
£ A emm{,y was in his heart, for the humiliation he had recewed
after carrying away Draapadi,  And Jayadvatha threw
_ " himsgelf into the way of the Pindavas, go that they could not
;u,himmyu pass bim and rescne Abhimanyu., At this time D’uhsﬁsmla'.,
! 3&*&9&&2&3& and his son, and four other warriors sur rounded the young
i Abhimanyu; and thought to slay him ; but he still withstood
them all. At last his foot slipped, a,nrl just as he' was re-
covering himself, the son of Duhsdsana struck him on the
head with his mace and dashed out his brains ; and he died
s that same moment ag pure as if he had never been bom.
;‘g&mﬁm boanty And he was very young and very handsomo, and he left the
Wonfmanyn.  world with such a display of valour a8 no man has ever
L geen s and sueh sweetness and boauty appeared upon his
dead body, that all who saw him were astonished at his
comeliness, and they lamented him very sove, And when
'_ Pmﬂmnd et Yudhighthira heard that Abhimanya wasg r‘lead he rushed-
A ﬁ.or?udhmmmm’ to the spot and found him lying on the earth covered w1_t_h
. wonnds as befits a hero ; and he could not endure the sight,
but threw himself upon the ground, weeping and wailing,
and casting dust upon his head ; for he knew that it was by
_ hig comimand that Abhimanyu had gone upon this service,
i} 'Genml autry And all his friends and all the enemies of the Kanravas
-.-ﬁﬁ;‘ﬂh""?,;.wr. alike condemned the manner of the death of Abhimanyu,
Ly ‘x‘.‘{ﬁfmit““’ for they said it was a cowardly thing for six e&pemenee&
i Chieftains to fall upon such a stmplmg i
L Arjunas v Now as Arjuna was returning from fighting busarmau,

1 powering prief
| atheariug of the ho gaw 1aany evil omens, and he showed them to Krishna ;

il dhls:ﬂ:lgst“ and when they returned to their quarters, Yudhishthira ol
him all that had happened to his son Abhimanyu ; how that
Abhimanyn had been beset by six heroes, and had fallen
with the utmost glory, and how Jayadraths had blocked up
it the way and prevented the Péndavas from coming to the
__:}’g'mﬁgyb&. reseue ; but he did not say that he had commanded Abhi-

il {g‘;‘;‘;}‘;‘;‘ff" manyu to charge the Kauravas, When Arjuna heard that his




‘said ;== Your son has perished so gloriously that his fame
._ will endure for ever, and it mlght be said that he is still

ot and he can resume them at his own pleasure.’?  In thig b

then went oﬁ' to comfort Subhadrd, the mother of the bomi’mﬁ;ﬂu

e 'I‘hen ha spoke in like manner to the young widow Uttart,

"IN DA
Pam . I$

At Ief %ulci ﬁa,ke the hie of J ayadrn.tha bafor'e the settmg
Cff the morrow’s sun, or else enter the funeral pile ; but he
| was 8 changed man under the burden of his grief, and the

persplmt»mn ran  down his face heavily. Then Krighna Kriamie: et n
; Solek x}.rjuuﬁ. i\

b :ahve Children, like worldly goods, are given to us by God, ]

mﬁnner Krishna in some degree consoled Arjuna; and he ¢

| Bhidra and |\
.'.youmg moen; and he said to her i How happy is the l;{i?lr&. she i
motner arny
mother whose son has met with so glououz\ o desting | 7 widow A
. Abhimabyy

- who was ;t.bqut__. to hecome & mother; and after a while he
_ adminigtered some consolation to them, for they had given

| themselves up to despair,  He then dismissed all the Rujas

. who had come to comsole Arjuna, saying It is now
mght, and the morrow is a great day for us, and yon sh(m]t]
'nob lose a moment of sleep that yon con posmblv secure.’ S
- 8o the Rajas went to their several quarters, and Krishna i touehmg

*and led him in, and seated him, and he laid many topics of night.

atbandance

was left alone with Axjuna; and he took him by the hand, won Ariana. |
tlrougliont tho

. consolation before him ; for he would not leave him alons
'_.'-“-'}agt ‘he should rush. out in despair and fall madly npon the

W A_rJuna. to the battle.

“in the night time; buat he ordered all the people
'hml to continue armed and on the watch throughout

tha wholo night. And when it was midnight Krishna called orershis chg-p .
to his chamoteer, and acquainted him with the vow that :‘{a‘étr;ttg‘“fl}g:f !
Arjuna m_s

Arjunia had made to slay Jayadratha, and he ovdered him dayndingh
to maake ready his chariot at early morn that he might drive '

: Meanwhile a spy, that was in the cmmp of the Pdundavas, Cowardlyet:
had gone to Jayadratha and told him of the vow that Arjuna Eﬁ-ﬁ?}i%{vairﬁ?f '
_ had made.  And Jayadratha was sore afraid, and at night '
~time he went to Raja Duryodhana, and Vesonght him for

leaye fio depart ; and Duryodhana took him to Drona;, and



STORY OF told &Ii hls s&ory Bnt Dmha, mwﬁla ]1ghi; t}f tha m&tte‘z‘ and
m‘;"i‘r ' gaid 1~ There are many great warriors here who can pro-
b teCb Jayadmthn, and on the morrow 1 will so arrange tho
'  army that Arjuna cannot come near him, and I will station
him in the rear of the army.” So Jayadratha was aamsﬂed

il atd returned to his own quarters
-;-'.'E@;nl»m’uth dagr - Moy when the morning had dawned of the fourth day of
furthiof  Drona’s command, and fourteenth day of the war, Arjuna
%@f’}_ 0 went oub to ﬁght J syadratha, snd Sityaki and Bhim& wenb
_%1; i‘ﬂﬂi‘“’@d with him ; but Doryodhana kept thera at bay ; and these
' e o b roch four Chieftaing were like fonr gamblers, and Jayadratha was
, T thete stake. And Karna came up and fought Bhima, and a
i ?ﬁ?}{.‘ﬂ}? i Warrior, whose name was Bhurisrava, fought against Sfityaki.

- ¥ . j :

. and Rhwis | And the battle bebween Bhuvisraya and Sdtyaki was very
hot, and when their weapons were all exhansted they came
i A to close quarters ufter’t'b.a manner of wrestlers. A;l:d "Bhn-
e rigvava caught Stityaki by the hair of his head, and kicked
ead, him on his breast, and dragged him along the ground, and
made ready to cut off his head. Now Sétyaki was the kins-
N man of Krishna, and Krishna seeing that his kinsman was
| gddimre about to be slain, turned to Arjuna and said ;—¢ We mtzsix

ety
?hn?frmf?r‘;m hasten and release Satyaki,” So Arjuna threw a weapon

@

il g‘;:;?,,‘;.";*}‘ O which cut off the arms of Bhurisrava, and saved the life of

g:: :::;:f: Sityaki, Then Bhurisrava opened his mouth in abuse of
e reima  Krishna and Arjuna, and said :— The Pdndavas once were
o famous for fair fighting, but it is foul play that whilst T am

engaged with my own antagonist, yon should come up and

wound me unawares: Will Yudhishthira praise you for

{ such conduet, or ig it Yudhishthira, or Indra, or Brihms

| ?&ﬂl}f""’ de-  who has given you such lessons in war ?’*  Arjuna answer-
A ) od = War ig altogether treachery and deceif, and the
! whole business of it iy to get the better of one’s enemy :

Now Sétyaki is one of our side, and you had seized him by
RO the hair, and were dragging him along the gronnd, and the
0 injory was as if it was done to myself ; and when you weve
3 ~ going to cub off his head, where would have been any friend-
ship in the world if T had not resened him from your hands 7 *?

vﬂi‘;;’,f.:éﬂ‘ But all the Kauravas bitterly reproached Arjuna for throw-

s




. &nd MJuna Emdu them lﬂok to t»hemaelves, who had se:nb mx

RS t}.llijhi,l‘ until you are purified from all your sins,’ At thia S’ltml\iba’imarh_:

of thmr greatest warriors to murdor his son. Abhimanyu, = 1 ¥
Arjmmm tox

who was 8 mero sbnplmgf and had done no barm.  Mean. repctinghe

. while, Bhurisrava in consequence of his wound had let his murm‘%ﬁ :

weapons fall to the ground, and propart,(l bimself for death ;

and Arjung said to him = 8ince it is T who have ca.used A

your death, I now send you to the assembly of lndra go ol

| time Batyalki, who had been delivered from the hands of Gy

ik Bhurxsmva., approached bim in great anger; and notwiths |

| mva,, and then he eut off his head,

at&udmg all that Krishna and Arjuna could say to prevent
 his falling upon a dying man, he buffeted and kicked Bhuris.

iy

L When Sétyaki had thug slain his eneray, Axjuna went D(:spemi.ﬁ oo
i .W1hh hxm and Bhima to fight against Jayadvatha; and the munﬁﬁ‘;‘;‘:‘i“
. day was far spent, and Duryodhana sgent many warriors bo i
 fight against thew, so thab the sun mighti st without the
'\ fulfilment of the vow, and Avjuna be compelled o enter the
fire. | And Arjuna foughb desperately and defeated many
© Chieftains of high renown ; and at last he found Jayadratha, .
. and engaged with him in battle. And Jayadratha strug- 4 Arjuna beheads
§ Jayadrathe just
: -glad svith all his might, for the sun was going down in the betoresutisd, |

. west; and he and Arjuna came to kicks and buffets, and

:Arjlma. at last threw him upon the ground and eut off his

_ ,;he&d only a moment before the setting of the sun. :
. Then Bhima, when he saw the hbﬂ:(l of  Jayadratha, set I%xlﬂtmbton of 1
i p a loud shout of trivmph ; and the hearts of the Kauravas ?E.;&*;ﬁé‘}‘t}’?“m :
were filled with sorrow, whilst the Pindavas rejoiced with mw%'

exe_eadmg joy. And the sun set in the heavens, but the
' warriors would not stay the battle in the evening as they Butlo oo
had done om all the previous days of the war, but they o ?}?atgir;%sh-
~ fought on and cared not for food or sleep; and there was P
‘much slanghter, for every man was in great wrath, And Bl
' when the darkness came on they fought af hazard, not, i
i kuomng friend from foe. And the night became terrible priga m._' _
beyond all telling ; fathers slew their sous and sons their Et;?fﬁ‘n;'; L

fathers, and they cut and hewod like men that were mad,

-




RISIORY OF Then Yudh:shbhua., seemg that the darkness was lling 1 tht,
' ---wﬁ* plain with unuttar&ble horror, Grdm'ﬂd mwany lighted torches
min ot kno B0 bo brought; and every man took a torch and fought
?"”““‘" Wit up writh it in his hand, and ten torches were fastened to every
m%x j;ﬁ;neu by chariot.  And the whole plain of Kurukshotra was as light
. nsday; and the golden cuirasses of the Rajas were as radi-
' ant as the sun; and the jewels on their arms and hans
' sparkled in the glaro, and the gwords and spears fashed
like lightning. And they threw large stones at each other,
' and hurled chariot-wheels; and when a man threw his
enemy down he cut off his head, and carried it in his hand ;
and their mouths were stained with blood as they thirsted
for the blood of each other, and the plain was filled with
dead corpses. And the son of Bhims, by his Asura wife, was

i amongst the slain. M)
'érﬁdi%ﬁ"inwml " And when it was abont midnight, and utleep was 0ver~-
Saidmant, © powering the eyes of all those who remained alive, Arjona
cried out with a loud voice that the battle should cease for
a while, and that all men should rest and sleep. Then all
the warriors on either side rejoiced at the words of -Arj‘ﬁna._;
© and the rider of the elephant laid his head upon his ele-
phant, and the horseman laid his head npon his horse, and
VA for a brief space they were in a deep slumber ; but pmqently
) 'i‘f{é}’fﬁ}‘iﬁ tho the moon arose, and both armies were awakened and again
 dight. begirb themselves for shedding each other’s blood.  Then
Duryodhana reproached Drona, inasmuch as he had mnot
murdered the Péndavas whilst they were slecping ; bub
Drona objected to the wicked perfidy, and said that Arjuna
e battlegoes could never be takon thus, And the battle raged furi.
Poudivas. ‘ously, and Yudhishthira was sovely wounded, and the Rajas
| Virita and Drupada were both defeated by Drona, and
Dirona cut off their heads upon the plain. Now the Pén-
) davas were nearly vanquished, for thousands of their war-
,grm:gfmzl;?:ya- riors were slain; but Dhrishta.dyumna, the Generalissimo
o of the Pindavas, vowed to avenge the death of his father
' Drapada, and took an oath that he would not drink water
ﬁm.‘m@l «« tmtil he should have slain Drona. Then Bhima said to

i D",f",f}f}e““"“ Dhrighta-dynmna :—“ You are foo young a warrior to cope




him ﬁrsi; 50 05 | to brro }nm, lmd th.en do yon some up smd
'_.-ﬁmuh lum.” Aud Bhima iouglﬂ: wmh Drona m.m] th

b _Drona until it was Imd day, but nulthur could prwml ug&msb ﬁl”ﬂmﬂﬂ;“'ié ;
' him ; but at this moment it was falsely told Drona that his wa i %513‘%%
‘son Aswatthdma was dead ; and Drona laid down his arms, by weang ofw
and Dhrishta-dyumns rushed upon him and severed his
head from his body. And Dhrighta-dynmna then took np ?i‘iffﬂ.ﬁa tlyum». il
' the head of Drona, and threw it towards Duryodhana and Drova., "
“the ‘other Kowravas, saying i~ Take the head of him in :
:whorm you prided yourqi,lves, and 1T will cut off all your |
.'hﬂﬂds in like manner.’ - '
Then all the Péndayvas rejoiced oxcecdmg]y, and Bhima I%ﬁ_’uil)(ém Bvéf
ran to Dhrishta-dyunma and embraced him, and kissed his
hand and face, und said i To-morrow, when Karna also
has lost his head, I will kiss and embrace you again.”  But
- all the Kauaravas were vory sorrowful when they beheld the peep reerct of. _
‘head of Drona, and they were all dmhuu'teneci, and liko a E}}i é{fﬂﬂ?\: i
' flock without o shephe,rd and they were in great despair,
. and said < The Phindavas have extinguished the light of
ug all” Then they all ¥ burst into tears and forsook the field
of battle. At this time, Aswatthdma, not knowing that his
father Drona had been Blain, went to Raja J.)nrvodham, and {
| asked him why he desisted from fighting ; and when As- For of (m‘:a%- '
i W&ﬁthéma heard all that had happened, he said :—¢ If T do youira Lindomen
nbi' reveuga the death of my father, and slay Dhrighta-dy- :
. -nmna, and all his kinsfolk, I ani not the son of Drona: So
 long as I have breath will T make war against the Phn-

'davas.”

The {oregomg narrative of the five days of Reviewotéhs

Dron% command comprises some of the most sig- fﬁ';;";,?‘g%ﬁ?,f

commas

nificant incidents in the history of the great war, ™% (1
 Whilst it has been found impossible on all occasions i
to separato the mythieal from the real, still the
graphic pictures of = barbarous warfare, and the
terrible illustrations of the savage passion for re.!




. .-msmmr o wanwe, Whu:,h are fmquently presented to the imagina-
N
. vaern tion, throw a strong light upon the real chamcter of

this memorable conﬂict

vuansnis The first point which demands cons1doramon iy
ruprr*aanwd as a
Ceswad 0 the representation of Yudhishthiva, not merely as a

man of peace, but as an arrant coward. In the
negotiations which preceded the war, he had offered

' to sacrifice so large a proportion of his own rights
- and those of his brothers as to excite the anger of
Draupadi and the disapproval of Krishna. But in
the foregoing narrative he exhibits a pusillanimity
which iy scarcely intelligible. When attacked by
Drona he mounted a horse and galloped away ; and
such cowardice is excused on the ground that it was

. no shame for a Kshatriya to run away from a
Bansanial . Bréhman. This assumption in favour of the Brali-

[ rengons assign

| drbscoverd: mang s startling from its very audacity, and may
ik be ascribed to the same Drahmanical compilers
who would convert Drona into a Brahmanical Guru
or Achayya. Again, when Drona had drawn up his
army in dangerous array, Yudhishthira refrained
from charging the enemy himself, and commanded
his young nephew, the boy bridegroom of sixteen
years of age, to make the desperate attempt; but he
appears to have been so ashamed of his conduct on
this occasion that when he was called upon to tell
the sad story to Arjuna, he carefully suppressed the
fact that he had himself ordered Ablhimanyu to
charge the ‘ spider's web.”” How far this singular
timidity formed a part of the real character of Yud-
hishthira, or how far it is the result of the effort of
the Brahmanical compilers to represent him in the
character of Dharma, must of course be open to
question. Possibly Yudhishthira, who is elsewhere



4 .-";treamd as @ nwdel of goodnass and msdom, 18 in-
~ tended as an apology for the unwarlike conduct of
the Brdhmang themselves, or for the cowardice of
some priest-ridden Raja, who had been brought

- under the thraldom of the Bréhmans.
The story of the death of Abhimanyu, and the
-tragmal incidents which followed, forms, perhaps,
© one of the most touching events in the history of the
. war., How far the details are mythical will be a
. matter of opinion; but the main story is pain.
fully pathetic. ~ The boy bridegroom had been
~ cowardly overpowered and slauwhtered after per-
_ forming prodigies of valour; and the beauty and
- sweetness of his countenance in death excited the
pity of all who beheld bim. But the wrath of the
spectators was excited not so mueh by the dastardly
conduct of the six warriors who had surrounded
the stripling, as by the malicious proceeding of
Jayadratha, thu ill-conditioned Raja who had endea-

. voured to carry off Dra.upadf in the jungle, and who

. on the present oceasion obstructed the Pdndavas in
their efforts to rush to the rescue, Under such eir-
cumstances the vow of the bereaved father to take
thie life of Jayadratha becomes intelligible, and the
 details connected with the performa.nce of the vow
are such as might have been expected in an ancient
tradition which has been more or less embellished by
the bards.  But there are one or two collateral scenes
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which are very suggestive. 'The combat between Savage cha.

racter of the' 1"
tmulmt between

Bhurisrava and Satyaki is fearfully savage. After a Ehiiavasid.

desperate struggle without weapons, Bhurisrava
throws his enemy upon the ground, and drags him
along by the hair, and then prepares to cut off his
head.  Arjuna interferes, contrary to the laws of

atyaki,
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war, a,nd sa:ves Sé,bya.kz b_y mutmlatmg Bhumm\m.
Lastly, Sdtyaki falls upon his wounded enemy, kicks
and buffets hi m, and then cuts off his head, Such
atrocious proceedings scem to have exeited both
armies to madness ; and led to that desperate battle
by torch-light which furnishes, perha,ps the most
picturesque descuptmn of hand-to-hand camage

' whu,h can be found in the history of war,

The death of Drona, the venerable preceptor of
the Kauravas and Pindavas, was evidently regarded
as a turning-point In the great struggle.  He had
nearly vanquished the Péndavas by the slaughter of
their chief allies; but he in his turn was slain by
the son of one of his vietims. e had defeated
and put to death hig ancient enemy Drupada, the
Raja with whom he had been at feud when hLe first

entered the service of Mahdraja Dhritardshtra ; and

it is a curious cireumstance that the Péndavas had
originally aided their preceptor in revenging himself
upon Drupada, and had subsequently taken the
danghter of Drupada to wite.  Dhrishta-dyumna,
the son of Drupada, swore to revenge the death of
his father, and did eventually succeed in beheading
Drona, as Drona had beheaded Drupada. But in
the Mah4 Bhdrata the story of the combat between
Dhrishta - dyumna and Drona  is complicated by
mythical details, which have apparently a two-fold
object in view ; namely, first to represent Drona as
2 Brdhman, and a faithful worshipper of Vishnu;
and, secondly, to cover or conceal a treacherous lie
which seems to have been told by Yudhishthira,
The outline of these mythical additions may be in-
dicated in a few words, and may perhaps serve as a
sample of much of the religious matter which has



| been ‘grafted upon the ori rrmﬁl {:rachtmn. | The s
. battle between Dhrishta. th‘umna, and Drona was

‘fought with magical weapons, and gods and Rishis
swere amongst the spectators. Many armies came te

theaid of Dhrishta- ~dyumna, but 1 the martial skill of

.Drona., and hig long and ﬁmhful worship of Vishnu,

; wly h ) Z
“enabled him to resist ey ery enemy. At length i ;;;‘s;;g

.I Krishna, somewhat mconsmtcntly with his divine
| eharacter, told Yudhishthira that if he would assure
 Drona that his son Aswatthdma was dead, the old

;-_--_-.'_-_wamor would immedintely lay down hig arms and
| become an easy prey. Yudhishthira, however,

-’utteﬂy refused to tell a lie, even to secure the death

JIND!
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~of 50 powerful an enemy. ' Krishna then endea: Krishasme.

. Péndavas to slay an elephant which was named

| Aswatthdma; as by so doing the statement that
o Aswatthima  was dead would cease to be @ lie.
. Bhfma accordingly killed the elephant, and then

"-'-\_told Drona that Aswatihéma was dead. But Drona

. was convinced that Bhima was toﬂmfr a falsehood ;

- and in his anger he slew ten thonsand cavalry and

i I-_"'Z:t(w&nty thou.sand infantry, and would have destroyed

all the armies of the Paindavas, had he not been
. restrained by the gods and Rishis who reminded him
that ho was a Brahman. Drona, | however, was still
disturbed by the idea that Aswatthéma might be
dead, and accor dingly asked Yudhishthira, who had

~never been known to tell ) fa.lqehood Yudhish- Marnerin

s dead ; not indeed the man but the elephant.” No
sooner, howm er, had he uttered the first part of the
- sentence than Krishna and Arjuna sounded their

war-shells with all their might, and Dmm only
b0 Sl 21

gesta o mrevaris |

~ voured to overcome the difficulty by directing the o

which Yudhishe

‘thira accordingly intended to say i Aswatthdma f}gg&?ﬂﬂlg
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'I‘hrct,hnportants

f camha

hmrd f.he 'words'-' “Aswa.tthéma i deaqlf” At

the same time Drona was assailed by evil omens,
" His left eye began to quiver, his left hand began fo
shake, his heart grow weak, and tears flowed from
the eyes of his horse. Ha still, however, continued
ﬁg,htmg until Bhima again an1'eL1 him that Ase
watthima was dead. Believing now that his son
was really slain, he stripped himself of bis arms,
and sat upon the end of his chariot crosslegged
like a Yogi. He then drew up all the breath of his
body into a spot in the neighbourhood of his heart,
and drove it into his head, upon which the top of
his skull was burst open, and his goul eseaped throngh

‘the orifice like a ray of the sun, Dhrishta-dynmuoa

then rushed upon the expiring body and cut off the
head. The terrible story of the revenge of Aswat-
thima for the slaughter of his father will a.ppea,r
- hereafter,

By the death of Drona the Kaumvas were once
more deprived of their Generalissimo, and Karna
was elected to succeed to the command. Karna
only held this post for two days, namely, the sixs
tgenth and seventeenth of the war ;3 but within this
brief ]wriod are crowded some of the most decisive
events in the great struggle. The most important

sombats which took place during Karna’s command
were as follows :