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by the Guptas was equally Indian. It may be called the beneath his sway, and the Gupta power was evidently 
Origin of the Quota s e c o n d  Indian Empire Its kings acknowledged by the kings of Kabul and Cevlon, who

powe.t were Pure In(lians i !t embraced both maintained diplomatic relations with'Samudra
the greatei part of the Peninsula, Gupta. The revival of the horse-sacrifice also testifies 

but no territory outside India. Magadha, which had to the great power achieved, for none but a paramount 
been the centre of the first empire, now also became the king dared to perform this rite. But Samudra 
starting point of the second. About 280 A.D., a certain Gupta was not alone distinguished by success" in war 
Gupta, probably a Sudra, succeeded m making himself He was clearly an exceptionally gifted rider and a 

Rajah of Magadha. His grand- talented man, a musician, and a composer cf verse 
d?m 5tc! ' son, Chandragupta, more fortunate He took much delight in the society of the learned,
326 A,D.’ than he, married a princess of the and assiduously studied Hindu scriptures. He was

Lichchavi clan which seems to therefore a votary of .Brahmanism and not of Buddhism
have greatly increased in importance since it last It is interesting to notice that Samudra Gupta removed 
appeared in history during the Rationalist Age.* This his capital from Pataliputra, where his predecessors 
Chandragupta it was who laid the foundations of the had held their court, to Kausambi in Central India 
Gupta power. He styled himself King of Kings. He about go miles south-west of Allahabad. After the 
extended his territory along the Ganges to Allahabad, reign of nearly halt a century he died full of honours
and also ruled over Oudh. His power was. sufficient and glory and was happy in the peaceful accession

The Gupta Era to  w a r r a n t  the adoption of a new of his able son, the Second Chandragupta of the 
era, the Gupta Era, which has dynasty. This king was probably the Vikramaditya 

been certainly fixed as beginning in 320 A.D. (‘ sun of power’) of the legends, that great king who
His son, Samudra Gupta, was the founder of a more is associated in Indian history with the Hindu and

extended empire. Much of his long reign was devoted Brahmamc revival and whose glory
to wars of aggression, and the Asokan pillar of Allahabad arc D attracted to his court the nine
contains ail amazing list of his conquests. The ' 4 a ' ‘ gems of Sanskrit literature. But
Sanskrit poet who composed the panegyric so luckily the identity has not as yet been absolutely established
inscribed on this pillar “ classifies his lord’s campaigns Chandragupta II has, however, very definite claims 
geographically under four heads: as those directed to greatness. He was a wise and talented man a 
against eleven kings of the South ; nine named kings of reputed artist and a strong, vigorous ruler. Though’he
Aryavarta, or the Gangetic plain, besides many others never sought to consolidate an empire in the South, he 

not specified; the chiefs of the made successful expeditions to the North-West, as' we 
Samudra Gupta, wild forest tribes, and the ruiers are told by the iron pillar at Delhi
326-375 A.D. of the frontier kingdoms and H,s c ™ ^ st of tl,e and he finally destroyed the West-

republics,” The rajahs of the • ern Satrapy, thus annexing the
North were “  forcibly rooted up.” The forest tribes rich and populous Surashtra-Malwa kingdom to his 
mentioned inhabited Orissa and the Central Provinces, dominions. What the Andhra dynasty had failed to
Among the Southern kings vanquished were the chiefs accomplish, the Gupta Empire did with ease, and by
of the Pallavas, robber dans who had established the close of the fourth century few, if any, foreign 
themselves on the Coromandel Coast some centuries chiefs held sway in India. Some account of the insti- 
before. The Punjab was at this time, as in the time tutions of Northern India as also of the topography 
of Alexander, inhabited by a number of republican and religious condition of India at large can be 

His extensive dans: who had doubtless risen gathered from the narrative of the Chinese traveller
Conquests. an *he raLns ° f  the Kusliana Fa-hien, who stayed six years in

. . ,  ,E:npl.r<r- T,hesei lwe ê subjected ^  the country to which he had come
but not apparently brought under the direct rule of 4 5 4 1 . .  as a Buddhist pilgrim.* Naturally
Samudra Gupta, fhey assumed therefore the position his attention is chiefly taken up with Buddhist legends 
of protected states. The vast Southern conquests sites, monuments, relics, and holy books. Still the
also were not retained; the expedition to Cape incidental allusions to contemporary civilization are

•  Comorin was rather a gigantic plundering expedition both numerous and valuable. Fa-hien testifies to the 
ol the type so common in the East, and a nominal excellent and orderly government which the people then 
suzerainty was the only permanent memorial of these enjoyed. Taxes were light the movements of the 
years of warfare. Still the dominion under the direct population not restricted, corporal punishment rare 
government of Samudra Gupta comprised all the most The pilgrim is much impressed by the glories of 
populous and fertile countries of Northern India. It  the late capital, Pataliputra, where he inspected the 
extended from the Hooghly on the East to the Jumna ruins of Asoka’ s map-nifirpnt
and Chambal on the West, and from the foot of the State of the country. palace. H e  notices that char-
Himalayas on the North to the Narbada on the South. itable institutions abounded in the great towns
Surashtra, Gujerat anc. Malwa still retained undisputed and rest-houses were provided for travellers on 
independence under the Western Satraps, but the the highways. The free hospitals at Pataliputra 
remaining kingdoms, both in the North-West and in the are singled out for special praise. The poor of all 
extreme South, had been overrun and compelled to countries could repair to them, and “  received every 
acknowledge the Em perors suzerainty. No Emperor kind of requisite help gratuitously. Physicians in- 
snice Asoka had brought so many Indian states spect their diseases, and according to their cases, order

See p. 21 above. * See Beal’s Travels o f Ta-hien, etc. (translated from the Chinese).
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them food or drink, medicine or decoctions, everything the law of Manu claimed Ji® be tiio Piling of imiM- 
in fact that might contribute to their ease. Whencured, morial antiquity. It was called after Manu because the 
they depart at their convenience.”  Although the Brahmans declared it to be of dmne origin and 
ruling Emperor was a Hindu, and favoured the Brah- ascribed it to the first Manu, or Aryan man 30,000 ooo 
manic reaction, Buddhism was still professed by the years ago. Manu was regarded as the Father of the 
majority of Indians, and Buddhist learning flourished Aryan race, and figures m the Hindu version of the 
in gigantic monasteries. Toleration must have been Flood-story. •
one of the fundamental principles of the mild but The Institutes of Manu* are divided into twelve
strong government of Chandragupta Vikramaditya. books. A few of the matters treated of may be briefly
No government for centuries had been so effective alluded to. It must be Pre.I1|t!?e<* K ,v
' r „°  nouular laid down was Brahmamcal Hindu Law, and therefore

' Kurnara Gupta I, the son of Chandragupta, reigned in some respects not accepted by the1 Buddhists who 
with undiminished power until the during this period formed the majority of the popula- 

Later Gupta Em- middle of the century when the tion. Nor was it acceptable to the supporters ot the
perors, 413-480 A.D. ^  Huns began their inroads, new and debased Hinduism, which was now coming

One branch of this Mongol horde passed into Europe, into being. I t  prescribes Veche rites and sacrifices, 
under the leadership of Attila, the ‘ scourge of God, ’ and makes a stand against the growing 1 g * 
while a second branch remained in Asia, and under ship, and that mass of mytheflogy and ® ^ P ^ t^ o n w ^ e h

,n t  a , last f . ^ i t n e s s e l  and
Invasions Of the Huns throne of his father and inflicted the absolute necessity for them to speak the truth,
begin Ore. 450 a.d. a c]ecis;ve defeat upon the Huus 1 ‘ Naked and shorn, tormented with hunger and thirst

(Circ. 455 A.D.), which, however, only gave India a tern- and deprived of sight shall the man who gives fa-^  
porarv breathing space. .About 470 A.D ., a fresh swarm evidence go with a potsherd to beg food at the doorof 
^  nomads advanced into the interior, and the Gupta his enemy.’ ’ “  Headlong m utter darkness?hall the
Empire began to succumb under their repeated sinful man tumble into hell, who, being interrogated 
onslaughts. With the death of Skanda Gupta about in a judicial .enquiry, answers one question falsely.
480 A.D., the Empire perished, though the dynasty con- Manu divides the law into eighteen heads, of which
tinned to rule Magadha and the surrounding districts for Crim)nal Law. tlfd vU  cases T^e c J i m i l  lad  is
several generations. Members of the family also reigned to civil cases,
in Mahva for a time, and a third line, of foreign origin, disfigured by caste distinctions,, as1 111 jmevious s. 
took advantage of these troublous times to found the For instance, a Sudra who defames a Brahmant - <
kingdom of Valabhi.* But all these princes must have his tongue cut off, whereas no amount of de 

g have been tributaries of the con- famation on the part of a Brahman is punished more
Break-up of the Gupta quering Huns, who under Tore- severely than by line. But the barbarity ot 

Emp,re‘ mana and Mihiragnla established punishment with which Sudra offences are threatened
a paramountcy over Northern India. This Hunnic was probably much m ^'gated m practice Theft and 
Empire and its disruption belong, however, to the next robbery are regarded as very heinous offences and the 
or Puranik Period. Buddhism was now in its decline, king who does not afford protection to property will 
and the Buddhist Period may appropriately be closed at soon sink down into h e ll! Aduhery. except in the case 
400 A.D. It had witnessed the two greatest Empires of of a Brahman, was to be punished by death, an adul- 
ancient In d ia ; henceforth, with rare exceptions, the terer to be burnt and an adulteress to be devoured by 

country suffers from disintegra- clogs. The death penalty is enjoined for those vvho 
Supremacy of the Huns, t:on . j division No Empire slay women, children, or Brahmans, lor thieves caugnt 

Circ. 485-540 a .d. comparable in extent or stability with stolen property and their accomplices, for the 
to the Maurya and the Gupta Empires arose in India destruction of darns or tanks, for treason and for 
until the Mohammedans had established their supremacy. treasonable practices, such as the forging ot royal

edicts and the bribing of ministers.
VI.—Law and Administration in the Buddhist Age. Careful rules are formulated with respect to debt,

To this period, perhaps to the time of the early . . the rate of interest,f sales,
Guptas, m ay he referred the famous Code of Manu. ‘ partnership, and deposits. It is
This body of law is, however, merely one of several enjoined that a workman shoulc. not be paid unless he 
legal treatises which were written in verse, and for the did his work according to agreement, and the breaking 
most part modelled on the prose Sutras of the Ration- of agreements could be punished by fine, imprisonment 
alist. Age. The exposition in the metrical codes is gen- or even banishment. A very interesting provision 

erally clearer than in the Sutras, is that purchasers or sellers could cancel their bargain 
*t>* iMthutes ot but on some subjects the law within ten days. Such frequent occurrences as disputes 

has become severer. For instance, between owners oi cattle and servants were fully pro- 
the stricter prohibition against taking animal life vided for. Thus the herdsman was responsible lor all 
testifies to the influence which Buddhism had been animals lost by his negligence, while the owner was to
exercising upon the community* At the same time * The Institutes are translated by Buhler in Vol. XXV of the
J ___________________________ ______  *___________________________ Sacred Rooks o f the Fast .

* See p. 36 below. t  Cf, p. 22 above.
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be responsible by night, if the cattle were housed for dars of later times. There is evidence that much 
the night. In this connection it is interesting to find land was alienated to monasteries and temples after 
that a space of common pasture land was reserved round the fashion common in mediseval Europe. Such lands, 
villages and towns. Manu emphasizes the dependence of course, paid no taxes. The Code of Manu also con- 
of women on men, and insists that a dutiful wife should tains some interesting remarks upon warfare and 
not show aversion to a drunken husband. Widow Militarv administration military administration. The 
remarriage was gradually dying out, but the marriage y ‘ - importance of building fortresses
of a virgin widow is expressly permitted. Gambling is dwelt upon, and humane laws of war are laid 
and betting “  cause the destruction of kingdoms,” and down. Siege methods are detailed and the king 
were to be met by corporal punishment and banish- is enjoined after the conquest of an enemy to 
ment. The Law of Inheritance is the most fully treated respect the local customs and laws of the vanquished, 
of all subjects, but is too complicated for discussion In general it must be said that the principles of 
in these pages. It forms the basis of the modern Hindu administration inculcated by Manu were highly civilized,
Law of Inheritance, and was in its turn based upon the and there is every indication that the people were pros- 
Sutras of the Rationalist Age. But many portions perous and contented. Even in time of war the body 
of the Institute have ceased to be operative in the pres- of the population seems to have suffered little. Bu t 
ent day. “ The Draconic severity of the law towards the picture of Indian life and administration can be 
Sudras was probably never reduced to practice, even more accurately drawn in the ensuing period from 
in the days of Brahman supremacy, and all distinc- the materials collected by Hiuen Tsang, the great 
tions in punishment, based on caste, certainly ceased Chinese traveller. For in the case of a Code like that
to have operation after the Mohammedan conquest of of Manu it is sometimes difficult to differentiate the 
India. Men of superior caste do not marry women ideal from the actual, 
of inferior caste now ; widow marriage has altogether
been stopped since Manu’ s time, and many of the VII.—Society, Religion and Literature.
domestic rites insisted on by Manu have ceased to be The social conditions described by Hiuen Tsang
pei formed. . . . in the 7th century, which we reserve "for mention in

Economics and administration are touched upon in the following chapter, will apply broadly to the period 
1- • , , . . a few miscellaneous provisions, under discussion

tration. wf}1 , should be read m the light The Institutes of Manu are very informing on the
afforded by Megasthenes’ account subject of caste, but when the author attempts 

of Chandragupta Maurya s regime. Thus the king a historical inquiry of its origin he wanders 
could impose an ad valorem tax of 5%  on the sale of much astray. It must also be remembered that the 
all merchandise. In the case of Chandragupta we have principles enunciated by him were those of the Brah- 
seen that the duty was 10 % . The king could retain a mans and doubtless of the Hindu revival, but not of the 
monopoly of certain articles, and punish all who infringed Buddhists, and therefore it is dangerous to assert that 
upon it. He was entitled to fix all weights and mea- they were scrupulously observed
sures, and Manu gives us a lengthy list of the weights Caste- during the Buddhist Period. If
m use. He Ievieo customs and tolls, a part of the Manu were to be believed, some of the most necessary 

Taxation. r<B ’a prerogative in almost all trades in any social system were regarded with con-
... - 0 1 1 .  monarchies, both Eastern and tempt. Such were singers and actors, makers of bows
Western. 1  he body of the revenue, however, was and arrows, architects and messengers, trainers of horses

taXt’ YmCh Ma,mi fiXf S caY- a?  and other animals, instructors in arms, washermen, eighth, sixth or twelfth part of tne produce. A fiftieth hunters, goldsmiths and blacksmiths. Practically all 
part of the increment on cattle and gold, and a sixth artisans, shepherds and agriculturists were held in con- 
part of trees, meat butter earthen vessels, stone-ware, tempt and degradation by priests
etc., supplemented the land tax, the customs, and the Pernicious prejudices and kings Tittle chance was
and'the r lm r itv ^ f  .against. f  “ ssive taxation, S£dS? ^  maj°ri'y °f thus afforded to the aspirations
and the rapacity of officers is provided against by the of genius among the people, and

•  The Civil Service and appointment of superintendents— where a great artist or a great sculptor could not obtain 
the Royal Inspectors. *•*•>. inspectors— for_ each town, honour among his countrymen, there was little hope 

. ,, , , hierarchy of officials adminis- of that artistic fruit of the highest order, which springs
tered the country under the. eyes of these superintend- from the soil of a tolerant individualism. Whatever 
of ten i r i i W o f  a? pomted a lord over each village, lords. emancipation Buddhism may have brought about in 
a thondnU ii 0 tWTCy ’ ° \ u  hundred’ atld lastlY of these directions was reversed bv the triumphant 
nrnvffic^hnT t  - AbT  came the vlceroys ct Brahmanism of the 4th, 5th and following centuries.

- h  important functionaries were con- Even maritime navigation and commerce, which 
the more extenstve Empires, such as those of the had flourished for a time in the Buddhist period, was

t n S l i  f 1  k?n5 Sl .vSeT6n ° r el,ght ™ in,sters seem abandoned in accordance with the narrow dictates of 
to nave generally assisted the king in his administration, reviving Hinduism.
Y)torsSeina,taw ° ! ) cers were emPloyed ,as revenue col- Manu’s formidable list of castes includes all the non-
lectors, ami lor the management of mines and manu- Aryan races, and indeed almost all the known races of 

Payment of officials, iactures. The officials were, as a Asia. The Sakas, Pahlavas, Yavanas (Bactrian Greeks) 
lanrk ™  a by the assignment of and Chinese all figure in his pages as separate castes.

’ no doubt in perpetuity, like the jagir- His account of their origin is absolutely untenable, and

©
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hardly deserves mention. But the trades and profess* onwards the Brahmans, the gods they patronized, the 
sions, which, as above noticed, were despised by him, sacrifices they carried out, receive: ever-increasing notice 
are not regarded as separate castes. They still there- till the position of things is exactly reversed, and in the 
fore formed part of the great undivided Vaisya caste, 5th century A. D „ three-fourths are Brahman.and ttc 
and as this involved their retention of the privilege majority of the. rest are Jam. The in^ " P t]f ns5 *wt£

nf the twice-bom to acauire . . are the best witness to the growth
Professions did not yet religious knowledge, and perform Eviderce rf the insertp- ^  pre-eminence of Buddhism

form separate castes. reli| .ous riteS; it is difficult to followed by its gradual decline
see why thev met with such contempt. The community from the religion of a majority to that of a minority, 
was no doubt crippled by the stigma cast upon so During the period of Buddhist predominance we find 
many useful professions, but as yet the evil effects of the names of very few Hindu kings : most of the rulers 
the caste system were less seriously felt than in Puramk belong to one or other of the invading races who mean- 
times. The numerous profession-castes of a later and ed to Buddhism m its later form. Brahmanism, o 
the present day were as yet non-existent as separate course, continued to exist, but it occupied rather t 
castes with the result that for a Vaisva to pass from position of a non-conforming sect, though only rarely 
one profession to another was doubtless easier in the a persecuted sect. The low ebb to which Brahmamsm 
earlier centuries of the Christian era than it afterwards had sunk is proved by the fact that, the period we 
became. Disintegration had not as yet reached its have been speaking of has left no trace of a budding 
highest pitch. or sculpture devoted to the use of the Brahruamc

In the matter of sacrifice Manu sought to perpet- religion. Moreover, the few Brahmamc inscriptions 
uate the old Vedic rites which had been prescribed in that have been discovered are written in the Pal lot the 

the Brahmanas and Sutras. But current Prakrit, instead of m Sanskrit, thus confor-
Sacrifices. , ot+emni was vain for we .. ming to the deliberate Buddhistthe attempt was vain, IOI WC Buddhist architecture. f „mr>1nvintr a language

know that the ancient domestic saenhees (the grihya) habit of employ g ?  S
at the householder’ s hearth, and the Srauta rites intelligible to the people. While the inferior ty 
performed by priests, were fast falling into disuse, and of Brahmamsm is indicated by the absence of archi­
v in g  supplanted by the temple priests of Puranik tectural remains, the unquestioned superiority of 
Hinduism The status of woman, as gathered from Buddhism led to the construction of numerous bmld- 
the Code, was still a high one, but the average marrying mgs, of which a great quantity survive. Dr. 1  ergusson 
age for girls was being lowered and widow remarriage in his monumental History of Architecture pays breai 
was becoming rarer. It certainly existed, as Manu attention to the Buddhist remains. He classifies the 

testifies but was now disapproved works of the Buddhist Period under five heads. - 
Position Of Women. o£ p y  ’t h e  orthodox. This dis- (i) L uIs o t  stone pillars generally bearing mscrip-

approval, however, did not extend to virgin widows tions. Such were the stone pillars of Asoka,
Marriage between relations was rigidly prohibited, and and the famous iron pillar at D elh i, whicti
the ancient custom of raising issue on a brother’s belongs to the period of Buddhist decline,
widow seems to have fallen into disuse. A noteworthy (2) Stupas, cupolas or topes, erected to mare
fact is that slavery is recognised by Manu, and slaves some sacred event or site, or t °  p r e ^ e  sodm
are classified under seven heads, viz:, captives of war, supposed relic of Buddha, i he Bfiilsa stupas,
those serving for dailv food, slaves bom as such in the of which the great Tope of Sanchi is the
house, slaves bought or given by others, slaves inherited, principal, are the most famous Buddhist
and men enslaved by way of punishment. Slavery was stupas m existence as well as probably the
certainly a very ancient practice, and probably dates oldest. They can be ascribed to the times

back to the earliest Aryan inva- of Asoka, or his immediate successors,
slavery. sions when the aborigines were (3) Rails, generally erected to surround stupas,

frequently enslaved after capture in war. Though They usually contain elaborate sculptured
Megasthenes denied its existence in India,* it had contin- ornamentation and valuable inscriptions,
ued uninterruptedly throughout the Buddhist Period. Some are as old as the 2nd and 3rd
Debt apparently was not one of the causes of slavery as centuries B.C.
in Ancient Greece and Rome, but female slaves could be (4) Chailyas, or churches Most of these are ex-
pledged. like other property, by borrowers. With this cavated out of the solid rock, and the majority
brief notice of social conditions we shall pass to a are in the Bombay Presidency. The great
consideration of religion in the Buddhist Age: the cave at Karh is the finest cf all, but there
supremacy of Buddhism and the beginning of its decline. are others of older date. Karli probably

From the time of Asoka until the Gupta dominion dates from the 1st century of the Christian
the religion of Buddha was pro- Era, and the Chaityas of Ajanta ana. Eliora

The ascendancy of fessed by the majority of people, are a few hundred years later still.
Buddhism followed by a a n q  jj- alone has left prominent. (3) Viharas, or monasteries. The earliest monas-
reviv™aniCal and Sanskr,t traces. Thus in the inscriptions, ' tic buildings were not of stone, but wood

“ three-fourths or more of the per- gave place to stone early in the Christian
sons named, and the objects of donation specified, from Era. Fine Viharas survive at Ajanta, Rasik
Asoka’ s time to Kanishka, are Buddhist, and the and Eliora. They consist generally of a great ^
rnaioritv of the remainder are Jain. From that time hall with a verandah m the front, a sanc-

____ 1 ___ ___________ ____ —-— — tuarv in the back, and cells for monks on
* See p. 22 above. J
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either side. Many of these, like the Chaityas, Samudra Gupta possessed learning as well as mar-
are excavated. The world-famous monastery tial prowess, and it is probable that he and his great 
of Nalanda, where Hiuen Tsang studied successor, Chandra Gupta Vikramaditya, deliberately set 
in the 7th century, has unfortunately perished, themselves the task of assisting the recrudescence of 
It was not merely a monastic institution, Brahmanical Hinduism at the expense of Buddhism, 
but the greatest Buddhist university. and of classical Sanskrit at the expense of the more

After about the 5th century but few Buddhist popular literary dialects. But the
buildings were erected, and the architectural genius of e Hinduism!<ln' * new Hinduism was very different 
India found its expression in Hindu temples, which from the Brahmanic religion of
tended to become more elaborate and ornate until the the Epic and Rationalist Ages. Still more did it differ , 

rhanms • R„,Mhi«m eveof the Mohammedan conquest, from the primitive Vedic religion of the early Aryans.
Buddhism itself had undergone The extensive Pantheon of the later Buddhism was 

great changes before its ascendancy came to an end. drawn upon in the evolution of Puranik Hinduism,
The Primitive Buddhism, so suitable to India, with its while non-Aryan superstitions contributed to the new' 
union of practical ethics and religious speculations, neces- faith a number of rites and beliefs which the pre-Bud- 
sarily underwent modifications when it came to be pro- dhist Hinduism had never incorporated with itself, 
pagated amongst foreign people. Asoka’s missionaries In the words of Sir William Hunter,* “ Hinduism, 
came into contact with Grecian culture. The Saka and that is latter-day Hinduism, the Hinduism of the Puranas 
Kushanakings came into contact with both, and incorpor- and af terwards, is a social league and a religious alliance, 
ated Buddhist saints and Greek gods with their beliefs. As the various race elements of the
While Buddhism with its universal toleration pleased Brahmans. * Indian people have been welded
them better than Brahmanism with its exclusive caste into caste, the simple old beliefs
system, the pure Buddhism without deities gave no satis- of the Veda, the mild doctrines of Buddha, and the fierce 
faction. These people did not want a system of ethics, rites of the non-Aryan tribes, have been thrown into 
but gods whom they could see and to whom they could the melting-pot, and poured out thence as a mixture 
pray. So Buddha was gradually changed into a divinity, of precious metal and dross, to be worked up into the 
and the prevailing Greek art, e.g., of Bactria, supplied complex worship of the Hindu gods.’ ’ The new Hindu- 
his images, which hitherto had been unknown ism rapidly extended over the Deccan, and the Dravid- 
in Buddhism. The latter, once a select order of ian peoples of South India for the first time thorough- 
ascetic monks, now grew into a new popular religion !y adopted the religion of the Hindus. Thev seem 

Maha ism. with a pantheon of Buddhas "and to have been votaries of Buddha or of Jainism .for sever-
Bodhisattvas, and attendant dei- al centuries, but had never completely accepted the 

ties and demons, whose images were adored in spacious Brahmanic faith in pre-Buddhist times. Gradually, 
temples, with pompous ceremonial and noisy festi- then, the new Hinduism over-spread the Peninsula, until 
vals. This new Buddhism, as it embraced the whole by the 10th century, if not before, Buddhism became 
people, was called the Mahay ana, or ‘ the great vehicle ’ Extinct in India itself. Jainism, however, survived as a 
in contrast with the Hinayana or ‘ the little vehicle ’ of small and inferior sect, which had existed for centuries 
the primitive Buddhism, which had only been for a select parallel to Buddhism, though it had never gained any 
few.* Those changes took place early in the Christian great ascendancy.
Era, and had _ been preceded by the adoption of The literary revival which accompanied this reli-
elaborate pilgrimages and relic worship.f Some gious renascence is important because it produced some 
mention of the Mahayana form has been already made of the greatest masterpieces of the Hindu intellect, 
in dealing with the reign of Kanishka, who became the n  . , «, . . The language of the pundits, the
patron of the new Buddhism, just as Asoka had been " ‘ ’ classical Sanskrit, was elaborated
the patron of the old Buddhism. The new form rapidly from the old Brahmanic, or Second High Indian, f  the 
spread over India,_ and it was the Mahayana Buddhism language of the Brahmanas and Upanishads. But it was 
which took root in China, Thibet, and other Eastern greatly enriched by words taken from the . Pali and 
countries, while the Hinayana survived in Ceylon alone, the vernaculars. It must have been silently devel- 

The well attested prevalence of Buddhism during oped by the priestly schools during the predominance 
the two centuries preceding and the two centuries of Buddhism, and was first used in inscriptions in the 
following the birth of Christ, gradually gave way to Second century A. D., while from the 4th and 5th 
that famous Brahmanical revival of which the Gupta centuries onwards it became the literary language for 
Brahmanical and Sanskrit k in g s were the r a o s t  powerful all India. Thus the victory of the Brahmans was ac-
revivai becomes success- agents. It  became noticeable, companied by the victory of the language of their sacred

f cemuriesaAdD th however, as early as the second books. Just as the old religion became transformed
cen unes . . century, when Kadphises II  was and distorted almost beyond recognition to satisfy the

a devotee of Siva, and it was fostered during the popular taste, so the old language had perforce to in-
3rd century by the Saka Satraps of the West. The corporate popular elements to secure acceptance.
Gupta Emperors, who for the most part were zealous Of the works of a religious or semi-religious charac-
Hindus, and guided by Brahmans, strove to make this ter attributable to the close of our period, i.e., to the be- 
Hindu _ and Sanskrit revival a success, while at the ginning of the Sanskrit revival, the most important are 
same time they tolerated Buddhism and Jainism. the metrical legal treatises, such as the Code of Manu,

* Hoernle anti Stark’s History of India, See also p. 28 above. * B rie f History of the Indian Peoples.
+ See p. 18 above. t  See p. 15 above.
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spoken of above * and the three most ancient Pnranas. long time, knowledge of the ritual was rare and vague. ’ 
r « f i  signifying ‘ old/ applies! original- Of this type of work a teg.nmng wM  made rn the 
ly to prehistoric, especially cosmogonic, legends, and early days of the Sanskrit revival, but the g ; 
then to collections of ancient traditions generally. Hindu commentators, Rumania and Sankara Acharya,

p S S m g  some specie tori of B ,ah m a|ca l onhod„  
belief. Some teach the tenets of the Vishnuvite, others resulted in the e^aDoratio^pi yne
those of the Sivaite sects. For with the revival of six systems of Hindu philosophy. The earliest wntmgs 

Hinduism there grew up a great of these schools were contained m Sutra works.
The Puranas. division of the people into Vish- but in after times a great number_ of philosophical

naivas and Saivas, according as either Vishnu or Siva, commentaries came to he written, just as commen- 
both originally Vedic deities, were adopted as the taries were written on ritual and ceremonial. The 

’ " ' Supreme God. But this division two orthodox Mimansa schools had thundered m
Their purpose and scope. reap y only represents two different vain against the materialism of Kapila, and Kuitcma 
views of the same religion, a fact which is typified Imd conferred upon the Sankya system of Kapila a long 
in the Indian Trinity of Brahma, Vishnu and Siva, supremacy by incorporating many of its doctrines in his
the Supreme God in his three manifestations of popular religion. But the orthodox philosophy achiev- 
Creatop Preserver and Destroyer. While this ed its triumph with the revival of Brahmanism, 
frimurti or Trinity, is recognised by the Puranas, they Its greatest champions were Rum ania and Sankara 
are of a distinctly sectarian character. They “ include Acharya, just alluded to, who combined the defence of 
a mass of extraneous didactic matter on all manner Brahrnanic ritual with the refutation of all heterodox 
of subjects, whereby these works have become a kind philosophy. But one great philosophic commentary 
of popular' encyclopedia of useful knowledge. I t  is was certainly written before 500 A.D., that oi Sabaras- 
evident, however, from a comparatively early definition vamin on the orthodox philosophy of Jainism, the 
riven of the typical Purana, as well as from numerous Purva Mimansa School.!
coincidences of the existing works, that they are based Among the scientific studies begun m the Rational-
on. or enlarged from, older works of this kind, more „  *** or even m preceding periods,
limited in their scope.f ’ The legendary lore incorporat- VSanjaii. ' that °j  grammar_was not the least

ed in the Puranas is not always of J important. Pamni was now suc-
Some of them not with- a very authentic kind, for many ceeded by Patanjali, whose date is fixed for the 2nd 

out value in respect of his. fabrications were made in order to century B . C .  Patanjali wrote a great commentary 
toricai tradition. supply new rites and beliefs with on Panini and his grammatical system, and he
the sanction of antiquity. Still the genealogical tables incidentally supplies a variety of information regarding 
contained in some of the Puranas “ contain much truth the literature and manners of the period. He also 
mixed up with a deal of falsehood. The invariable makes important references to the Gneco-Bactnan 
form of the Puranas is that of a dialogue, in which kings and the Sunga dynasty.
some person relates its contents, in reply to the in- The scientific works of the Piiramk Age are tar
quiries of another.!”  The existing works of this class more exhaustive than those of the Buddhist Age, and 

are eighteen in number. The most our materials for the present period are unfortunately 
The Vayu, Matsya, and ancient are the Vayu, the Matsya very incomplete. Foreign invasions and the contempt 

is nu * uranas. an(f f^e Vishnu Puranas. These all subsequently given to works elaborated under Buddhist 
contain dynastic lists and preserve much important influences, largely account for this poverty of material, 
historical tradition. The Vayu Purana is the earliest So that it is by no means necessary to conclude that the
extant* it was probably compiled in the 4 ^  century intellectual life of the Hindus was suspended during
under the early Guptas. The Vishnu Purana, which Astronomy *he Buddhist Period. In the
treats very fully of early Hindu history and legend, w  Astronomy- department of astronomy, how- 
the organization of caste, etc., was probably composed, ever, we have ample evidence to show that consid­
er at least compiled in its present form in the 5th erable advance was made in this period. While
or 6th century A.D., while the Matsya seems to have astromony was studied with fruitful results m the
been intermediate between it and the Vayu Purana. Epic and Rationalist Ages, no separate astronomical 

Contemporary with the Puranas and the works on works of those times have come down to us.  ̂ The 
religious law ( e.g., the Codes of oldest which have been preserved or of whxcn we

Bhasbyas on (a) sacri- Maiiu and Yajnavalkya) there know anything were composed in the Buddhist Period.
r * appeared works on sacrificial Eighteen Siddhantas or astronomical works are

ritual. Of these the chief were the Bhashyas or com- spoken of by Hindu writers, and
mentaries on the Sutras of the Rationalist Age. Parasaia and Uarga' several of these are certainly
“  Since the sacrificial religion was being revived, the attributable to the Buddhist Age. The earliest is that 
necessity of a definite and authoritative ritual was 0f Parasara, who flourished not later than the second 
felt; and as the sacrifices had been out of use for a century B.C. Next comes Garga, who must also have
— -------------------------- --------------------- ---------------- ----  jived in the 2nd century. Both these writers make

I  hUiuPs S iS t a :  Sanskrit Literature. important historical references to the Bactrian Greeks,
+ H. H . Wilson : Preface to translation of the Vishnu P u r a n a . ------------------ - “  —7

Professor Wilson's Preface is full of illuminating matter, and the translation ^ee P- 16 aoove.
is the only complete English one of a Purana, up to date. ' hee- P- '7 aDove.
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while Garga also alludes to the Sakas and raedan invasion in x 194 is known as Puranik because 
Yueh-chi. Not later than the 4th century were during this time the . majority of the Puranas were 

The five siddhantas written a series of astronomical written— the oldest only, as we have seen, came into 
treatises without accredited au- being before this—and the new Hinduism, known as 

thors, and known as the Pancha-Siddhanta or ‘ The Puranik Hinduism, flourished almost uncontested.
Five Siddhantas. ’ These works mark a distinct Jainism was feeble, Buddhism was rapidly becoming 
advance in the science, in that they adopt the latest extinct, and the militant faith of Islam had not yet 
discoveries of the Greek astronomers. In aftertimes taken a firm root in Indian soil. The Brahmans had 
important ' commentaries were written on these Sid- ultimately scored a complete victory. They had 
dhantas, and the greatest Hindu astronomers un- perforce to sacrifice much that was best in their religion 
doubtedly flourished in the Puranik Period. Even- and to father a creed which was of hybrid origin and 
tually Hindu astronomy far surpassed that of the Greeks, not of Vedic simplicity, yet the order triumphed, and 
and the fame of the Brahman astronomers spread west- the priestly supremacy which had barely been estab- 
ward, at last reaching Europe through the medium of lished a thousand years before, when Buddhism 
Arab translations. As late as the 18 th century Raja arose to combat it, was now unquestioned. The 
Ja i Singh was able to demonstrate the great superiority Brahmans were at length the real masters of Hindu 
of Hindu astronomy. civilization, and it was now that under priestly dom-

In poetry as in science, the Puranik Period is more ination the worst features of that peculiar form of civ- 
prolific than the Buddhist Period. But the reduction ilization became apparent. The widespread accep- 
to its present form of the great national epic, the tance of the Puranik faith with its rigid caste system 
Mahabharata, cannot have occurred later than the . . . .  and sad lack of elasticity pro-
early centuries of the Christian Era. The beginnings DiilfuofinfthisnfgeCiV’ duced an unwholesome ' social 
of classical Sanskrit poetry are also certainly traceable s ’ disintegration and intellectual
to the later centuries of this age; several of the Gupta barrenness which sapped the sturdy manhood of the 

Poetry and Drama. Emperors themselves practised nation, and laid India as an easy prey at the feet of the 
poetic composition. Little work, Mohammedan conquerors, 

however, clearly belonging to this period survives, What, however, prostrated the country still more 
Kalidasa. unless we include the price- was the political disintegration which marks the period.

less compositions of Kalidasa, Large and powerful empires such as those of the Mau- 
the greatest Sanskrit dramatist, who is now usually rya and Gupta kings are a thing of the past. One 
assigned to the end of the 4th century. If Chandra glorious epoch there is, the reign of Harsha-vardhana ;
Gupta II  be really the Vikramaditya of the inscrip- but it was lamentably short, nor did the empire of 
tions, then Kalidasa must have flourished at his court. Harsha rival those of his greatest predecessors in point 
The ‘ nine literary gems ’ associated with Vikrama- of size. Anarchical autonomy is the keynote of the 
ditya need not all have been contemporaneous, as period.' The disruptive forces
tradition often jumbles together places and things Political decadence. always existent in the East pro- 
belonging to different times and places. Yet the duced ( 1 their normal result, a medley of petty States 
assertion that Kalidasa was one of the nine is incontro- with ever-varying boundaries, and engaged in unceasing 
vertible. _ The objection to assign so early a date to internecine war. ”  Foreign invasion had in times gone 
Kalidasa is that if he be anterior to the 6th century, the by been the principal incentive to the establishment of a 
Hindu drama leaps suddenly to perfection and the early strong paramount power, and the disruptive tendencies 
stages of its evolution are wrapped in mystery. But of the Puranik Period were largely the result of a long 
Shakespeare was, like Kandasa,_ the greatest dramatist freedom from foreign attack. The experience of these 
of his country, and yet dramatic composition in Eng- centuries, when compared with that of preceding pe- 
land hardly arose until after Shakespeare s birth. Such ri0ds, tends to prove that India’ s normal state is one 
an objection then is not insuperable, and should 0f anarchy and that the establishment of a central 
bear small weight in comparison with the hypotheti- despotism, whether the result of foreign attack or of 
f  n U ,earlY fo.r Kalidasa, based other causes and whether that despotism be indigenous 
on a study of authorities and inscriptions. Kalidasa, or not, is the only safe cure for the disruptive tenden- 1
r w S  i Ui1 i i t e v tiUre -tS grSatl St cies inherent in the country. When during the Puranik
dramas the Sakuntala the Vikramorvasi, and the Age India was left to work out her destiny in her own 
Malayikagmmitra (based on historical incidents), wrote fashion, she failed lamentably, and the period is a 
a series of short national epics, and some shorter bewildering record of conflicting petty States ac- 
poems which rival the best lyrics of the West for companied by decadence in government, literature 
richness of fancy and melody of rhythm. The successors religion and art ’

w o fk T o tllc ^ n h w!ua r ^ ^ nd p0! try ’ -as alS0 the +Hindu The Buddhist Period closed amidst the bloodshed worksothctiori, will receive notice in our chapter on and destruction wrought by the savage inroads of
the Civilization and Literature of the Puranik Age. the White Huns. Thefr a tta rs  L d  h!asfeneLhe d £

________ ruption of the Gupta Empire, and the dominions of
.. .■ r, Skanda Gupta had been divided

C h a pt er  V . T h e  P u r a n ik  P er io d . S™P Empire.16 up a UP into a  number of separate
i. Political History. kingdoms, all subject to the

~  , . paramountcy of the Hunnic Emperors in the north. Of
i  h e  period between 500 A.D. and the first Moham- these separate kingdoms, those of Malwa and Magadha,

i
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ruled over bv princes of the Gupta Family, achieved hero in whose Court Kalidasa and his brother writers 
no importanceP and in the case* of Malwa at least, flourished. That honourable title and position must

» 3  ~  Ihe ,a" 01 the
The Vaiabhi kings, circ. region. The genealogy of this second part Of 6th century p a t  empire in Central Asia and 

4̂ 0-770 a .d . f e has of late been elucid- India henceforth enjoyed immun-
„ted bv the discovery of numerous inscriptions, in ity from foreign attack for nearly five centunes. Ihe 

j  wp have a comolete list of the Vaiabhi latter part of the 6th century is nearly a blank as far
one of which • t Pthe end 0j the sth cen- as India is concerned, and no other paramount power
h i r f  unto* about 770 A D. The people of this nation seems to have existed until the Kanouj dynasty rose to 
were ricffi and powerful when Hiuen Tsang visited India greatness at the beginning of the 7th century 
^  the 7th century but in the darkness of the 8th For the 7th century, on the other hand we
and hQth? centuries ^ h ey  mysteriously declined. The have, besides coins and inscriptions, the evaluable 
and 9th centu y, y thedr succeSsors as the contemporary works, the travels of Hiuen Tsang, and
Rajputs seem to have been their ^ ^ h e  Ranas of the Harsha-Charita of Bana.* The oustanding event ot
greatest Powe ' , ‘ 1 • miestionable the century was the temporary establishment of a para-Udaipur trace them descent hough with questionable s o yereignty in ^ ortheyrn Ind]a by the Rajas
authority, from the \ alabhi lin • Hunnic Em- of Thaneswar, who were related by marriage to the

We have sP°kell  ta^ V lo ? e  of the =iS cenTuri a Guptas. Thaneswar, or Staneswara, was that region 
pire in the north. At the close ot the 5th century a f  j unma where legendary Kurus were
vast Asiatic dominion was carved out by the White to the west junm a i^ to \ aye i ived of Qid.
Huns. From the Chinese books we learn that m 5 19  Thaneswar Rajas. i t 1 was towards the end of the

The Hunnic Empire in ^ ' k ^ C ^ S V p l a S  6th century that the R ajas of T1- ~ d r  neLhbo^s'

. hA“ ; itc  Hu„  confederation^evlld »ho had ™ W d

” * , t e f r s i »,,h e “ Re S r : n°dbtt a^ r s s i nv t '

and Mihiragula, but ^ ^ a ^ le ^ o r t h r g r e ^ H u n n k  ther, about 606 A.D., rapidly^ raised himself to a 
lord. Toramana was the leader of the great H nmc q{ omnipotence in Northern India. His
invasion which successfully subjugated No dhern. nd a P q{ p  was calcuiating and deliberate,
prior to 500 A.D. He assumed the title of Sovereign ot ^  & large ^  well.organised host he waged war for

Hun kings of India, try his son, Mihiragula,in 510  A.D. the third part of a c e n t u r y  nd j  went from East to

s S S J W  r  ^ " ^ o a d S  phants w e ^ n T t S & E  £ ?subject ^o the H uns-broadly Jaeted_ .. He fixed his capital at Kanouj, subjected
the northern part—formed o^Y ° ne pro n th North.West, made the powerful king of Vaiabhi
the extensive Hunnic Empire Toramana a«<I Mdura & ^  and carried his arms to the coast of the
gula, paramount as they were in the peninsula, ruieci in g av of g en„aj Even Nepal
nominal allegiance to their great overlord m Central His conquest. submitted, and Harsha ruled
Asia. Mihiragula was a ^ I t fv e °rnw !  as undisputed master from the Bias to the Ganges,
worst sort, and his cruelty stimulated the native rulers ^  fro i* ^  ffimalayas to the Narbada. When, how­
to form a confederation against him. This contedera- hg attempted to subjugate the South, he met
tion, headed by Yasodharman, a raja of Central India, complete failure. The sturdy Chalukya King,

r . o A D decisively defeated the hated ty- pulekesin f I+ frustrated all Harsha’ s efforts to pene-
” 2 ' ' rant> aa i dr?,Ve h ‘m trate the Deccan, and established himself as para-

in Kashmny where he usurped the throne of his benefac mount lord o{ the South, so that Harsha enjoyed 
tor, and ended his life amidst bloodshed indescribable. ^  authority at all beyond the great river Narbada.

Yasodharman, who served his country thus wor- prom tjle wrjtings of Hiuen Tsang and that historical 
thily, is almost an unknown personage. He is not men- romance written by the poet, Bana, to eulogise his King,
tioned b y  Hiuen Tsang, and nothing whatever is known we can conjure up a sufficiently

of his ancestry or successors. On Administration. vivid idea 0f the administration
Yasodharman two columns of victory he boast- q{ Harsha. The King was untiring in his energy, and

fully claims to have ruled over the^greater past of trusted rathe,- to his own zeal and ability in the 
India, but the evidence which will suffice to make good rvision o{ his provinces than to any organized
this startling claim remains to be cliscovereffi and the ^  service_ The d v il administration was con-
importance frequently ascribed to YModhaiman seems ducted Qn eniightened principles, taxation was not
to have been exaggerated. His victory over the Huns
may have earned for him the title of V ikramaditya, sun --------------  ----------------------------
of victory/ but we are scarcely warranted in assuming * See page 44 below,
that he was the great Vikramaditya, the legendary t See page 39 below.
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heavy, all compulsory labour was paid for, violent 740 A.D. He penetrated as far as Kanouj and
crime was rare, official records of public events were inflicted a crushing defeat upon a certain Yasovarman,
kept in every province by special registrars, and the King of Kanouj. Doubtless Yasovarman inherited a
Government made liberal provision for charitable portion of Harsha’ s extensive Empire, but he must have 
purposes. The only blot on the administration is the been but one of many Kings who asserted their inde- 
cruel punishment meted out to prisoners. Sanguinary pendence upon the decay of the paramount power.* 
mutilation was all too common. Learning and liter- When the curtain rises partially in the 9th, and

" ature. flourished under the patronage of Harsha, and more completely in the 10th century, we find new 
the King himself is credited with having written a gram- actors and new scenes. Buddhism is practically extinct, 
matical work and three extant Sanskrit plays of consi- and a new and brave race, the Rajputs, have arisen
derable excellence. In religion the Emperor seems from obscurity to claim the dominion of Northern India.

Religious Policy t o  have consciously imitated The origin of the Rajputs has been the subject of con-
Asoka. After a period of eclec- siderable controversy. It is probable that they were, a 

ticism in belief he became a convinced Buddhist and Rise of the Ra‘ mixed race, largely of foreign,
a devotee; he issued stern prohibitions against the ise 0 e dJputs- g.g., Saka, Kushana, and Hunnic
destruction of animal life, and founded numerous stupas nationality, grafted on to the Hindu stock, and gra- 
and monasteries as well as benevolent institutions, dually adopting Hindu civilization and religion. They 
such as rest-houses for travellers and the sick. Though were hardly reckoned as Aryan Hindus before the 8th 
public disputations were held on religious differences, century, but having once been admitted to the pale of 
Harsha showed his special favour to the Buddhist Hindu civilization and religion, the new converts ‘ were 
pleaders, and Hiuen Tsang, the ‘ master of the law ’ , fired with an excessive zeal to revive the religion they 
became such a royal favourite, that any enemy who embraced. ’ They had little or no historical connection 
dared to touch or hurt him was threatened with with Buddhism, and therefore no regard for Buddhist 

, beheadal, ‘ ‘ and whoever speaks against him, his institutions. Consequently, where the native Hindu 
tongue shall be cut o ff .”  B y  such threats the monarchs had refrained from persecution, the Rajput 
Brahmans, not an inconsiderable party in the State, Kings and clans not seldom resorted to severe measures 
were reduced to silence, and had to bide their time in order to establish more firmly the Hinduism 
until a King who knew not Buddha should arise, they had so zealously adopted. The period of dark- 
It is only fair to say that in the great quinquen- ness which so closely resembles the Dark Age in Europe 
nial assemblies held by Harsha for the fuxdherance of consequent on the fall of the Western Roman Empire, 
religion, and the distribution of charity, images of Siva was followed by the rise to power of numerous Rajput 
and the Sun were publicly set up after that of Buddha Chiefs, the heads of warlike clans, and the determined 
had been venerated, and gifts were bestowed not only champions of P.uranik Hinduism. When in the 9th 
upon Buddhists, but on Brahman and Jain  priests as well century Indian History has once more some authentic 
as the poor of all religions, The Chinese pilgrim was facts to go upon, Rajput Chiefs are reigning over the 
present at one of these assemblies in 644 A.D., as well as greater part of the north, at Ajmir and Kanouj , in 
at a great religious gathering held in the capital, when Malwa, and probably even in Bengal. Other Rajput 
twenty tributary Kings attended on the Emperor and dynasties came to the front in the 10th century, and 
heard the Law of Buddha promulgated. On this latter almost constant warfare between these rival chiefs 
occasion the jealousy of the Brahmans prompted a base continued until the Mohammedan conquerors overthrew 
attempt to murder the King, which, however, failed to them in one common ruin. A continuous narrative is 
take effect. Harsha lived till about 648 A.D., and his impossible, where so many separate units are concerned, 
reign was followed, as it was preceded, by an almost , and the historian must needs
total blank in Indian History. N o sooner was the strong ^ l ife  end of thePuranllf po n te n t  himself with briefly not- 
arm of the great K ing withdrawn than the country Period. ing the fortunes of each state in
was plunged into disorder, and the Empire so turn according to a geographical
rapidly built up as rapidly fell to pieces. Arjuna, rather than a chronological division. Such a method, 
a minister of the late King, usurped the throne. But moreover, besides being the only practicable one, will 

* ' ■  a - having been foolish enough yield a11 ttle results required, since the period is singular-
to massacre a peaceful Chine.se barren of important historical events. It will be 

mission, the usurper underwent a disastrous defeat convenient to begin with the States of Northern India, 
at the hands of an allied army got together by the reserving those of the south and centre for separate 
Chinese envoy, and was himself captured and taken treatment.
prisoner to China. The Chinese Empire at this time While the majority of North Indian States were 
enjoyed unparalleled prestige by the conquest of the The Punjab now ruled by Rajputs, the
Northern and Western Turkis, and pretty constant . . outlying provinces of the west
communications seem to have taken place between wer® subject to a variety of rulers, some of whom were 
China and India through Thibet. After the defeat of foreigners. The Punjab, of which the history had been 
Arjuna the annals of Northern India are silent, and _

_  „  . the history of the country is
yasovarman of Kanouj, m  1  • * Another event which occurred during the fiist half of this ceutury

740 A .D . Y  apped, in almost impenetrable was the immigration of the refugee Zoroastrians from Persia. They settled
ClcirKIiesS tor about two centuries. chiefly in Gujerat, but their arrival was probably not regarded as dn 

One detached episode we have to record ; the invasion event of great significance. The wholly remarkable prosperity and in- 
of India by a powerful Kashmir King, Lalitaditya, about byan" w r t e s “ go/ at lhe present day was not foreshadowed

L
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more chequered than that of any other part of India, Tomara possessions south of the Ganges were seized by 
formed from the collapse of the Hunnic dominion, up to the Chandellas. The warfare between the two Houses 
880 Dart of a kingdom ruled by a Kabul dynasty known served the Tomaras badly in 1019 A.D when Mahmoud 
as Turki Shahis. The Brahman minister of the last of of Ghazni met with a but enfeebled resistance and 
these kings usurped the throne and founded ( 880 A.D.) sacked the imperial town of Kanouj. Still further 
the so-called Brahman Shahi dynasty. After about a weakened by this blow, the Tomara dynasty was finally 
century their dominion was limited to the Punjab, and overturned in 1040 A.D. by the chief of the Gaharwar

« * « - >  ° ” rth' OT"  b>,M ‘ hmo“ d oi r'hazn,i"  a s  w 2 r ^ i s
Sindh. »f which p e a r l y  h ij .o r y J ,  very obscure, F— ^ £ £ - > , £  “ o 1

Sindh. Indian affairs. It was Aryanised where the Kutb mosque now
in fairly early times and had been subsequently conquered stands. The Tomaras continued to enjoy this modern 
bv Alexander. It formed part of Asoka’s extensive principality for more than another century, until about 
empire, but was outside the boundaries both of the 1170 A.D. in default of male issue the State passed into
Guptas and of Harsha. When Hiuen Tsang visited . . .  . , the hands of the Chauhan Rajputs
Sindh, it was ruled over by a king of the Sudra caste. C '- h a n - f A j - »»* of Ajmir. For four centuries the
In 712 A.D. an Arab expedition extinguished the native Chauhans had maintained their
line and for a time Sindh along with Multan formed a rule in Ajmir where they had ably defended the western 
part' of the great Abbaside Caliphate of Bagdad. This marches of Hindustan. Prithivi Raja, the 25th ot the 
episode is important as being the first Mohammedan line, was the king in whose person the lordships ot 
invasion of India. The year 871 A.D. however ushered in Delhi and Ajmir were united. Famous alike as a bold 
another period of independence, which lasted until Sindh lover and a gallant warrior he ranks as one of the popu- 
and Multan like the Punjab, yielded to the conquering lar heroes of Northern India. He defeated a Uiandeffa 
might of Mahmoud early in the eleventh century. Raja and captured Mahoba, his. capital, and for some

When last they figured on these pages, Gujerat time he confronted the Mussalman invader in 1 19 1  A.D., 
and Kathiawar were ruled by the as the head of a confederated Hindu host. But in 

Gujerat and Kathiawar. powerful Valabhi dynasty. About 1193 A.D., Delhi succumbed to the stronger force and 
770 A.D. that kingdom became extinct with the death the native dynasty ceased to exist, 
of Siladitya VI, the nineteenth king. Probably an Arab The Gaharwar dynasty was founded by Chandra
expedition from Sindh was responsible for this. The Deva, who overturned the Tomaras in 1040 A.D. It 
only important point to notice about these provinces ruled a small territory North of the Ganges—between 
is that in 041 A.D. the Solankhi or Chalukya Rajputs . Kanouj and Benares—until the
inaugurated a rule which endured until the end of Th%&;“ ? A  d J Mohammedan c o n q u e s t  Ja ya
the 13th  century, when the country was annexed by Chandra was the last ot the line
Mohammed I Khilji. Immediately after the capture of Delhi, Kanouj and

The beautiful valley of Kashmir has a complete Benares fell into the hands of the Moslems, and the domi- 
history of its own, and possesses in the Rajatarangini* a nions of the Gaharwars were annexed to the empire of 

chronicle of surpassing interest. Mohammed Ghori. The bulk of the clan migrated to the 
Kashmir. Kashmir, like Sindh, was outside deserts of Marwar, where they became known as Rathors,

the dominions of the Guptas and of Harsha, but it had and founded the existing principality of Jodhpur. The 
formed part of the wider Maurya empire and had also Chandellas of Bundelkhand ( Jejakabhukti is the 
been incorporated in the Kushana empire of Kanishka. ancient name of the territory ), like so many other 
The authentic chronicles of the country begin about the dynasties, first appear in the 9th century, and by 
time of Harsha. Kashmir could boast of a long line of 910 A.D. had built up for them-
authentic kings, of whom, however, many were terrible ^ h a n d ^ S ^ V - iC sA D 1 selves a considerable dominion by 
tyrants. The country successfully resisted Mahmoud of ’ 3 9 the conquest of certain Tomara
Ghazni, but came under a local Mohammedan ruler in territories, as noticed above. The reigning family distin- - 
jogq. i t  did not form a part of the Mohammedan Indian guished themselves as builders, but being surrounded 
Empire until the reign of Akbar. by hostile states with which they were constantly at

In Hindustan proper a number of Rajput chiefs war, they never rose to a pre-eminence like that
waged incessant war upon their neighbours, and about achieved' by several other Rajput Houses. King 

half a dozen at one time or another Dhanga ( 950-999 A.D. ), who lived for more than 
Tomaras of Kanoui, circ- occupied a prominent position a hundred years, and built some superb temples, was 

830-1040.. . above their fellows. The first clan the most noted R aja  of the Chandellas. The family
to distinguish itself in this region were the Tomaras, who suffered at the hands of Mahmoud the Iconoclast, 
held an important position from 830 to 1040. Kanouj was and were finally (overthrown in 119 3  A.D. by a 
their capital and they even seem to have assumed im- general of Mohammed Ghori. Notwithstanding, they 
perial titles. But as other clans came to the front, lingered on as purely local chiefs for several 
the Tomara power diminished. The Chandel Raj- centuries.
puts of Bundelkand entered upon a fierce rivalry with A people who were in close proximity to the
their northern neighbours. About 910 A.D. all the Chandellas were the Kalachuris of Chech. Chedi cor­

responded roughly to Berar and the Central Provinces.
’ Ŝee the monuirientai edition of stein. “  A Rajput family ascended the throne in 860 A.D. and
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enjoyed the usual ups and downs of fortune until it The K ingdoms of Central and S outhern India.
K aw w u  nf r!«ai mysteriously disappeared in Apart from the pre-eminence of the Andhra

86o-i i 8i A.d/ ’ n 8 i  A.D., a few years before the dynasty during four* centuries little is known about 
Mohammedan conquest of North- the early history of the Deccan

ern India. Wars with the Chandellas occupied most The Chalukyas o f the or the great c e n tra i Table-land, 
of the attention of the Chedi dynasty, and though The blank which succeeded the
one King, Gangeya Deva, obtained something like a fall of the Andhras lasted for some three centuries, 
paramountcy over his neighbours in the n th  century until the great Chalukya dynasty, apparently a Rajput 
(1015-1040 A.D.), this extended dominion was over- family, rose to power early i n the 6th century A.D. 
thrown by a Chandella Raja in the time of his The Kingdom of the Chalukyas was rapidly extended 
successor. throughout Central India, and Pulekesin II carried his

An important contemporary power in the West arms successfully to Rajputana
were the Parmars or Paramaras of Malwa. This Rajput PuIekesinIt.6o8-942A.D. in ^  North ancj the Coro- 
clan began to reign in the old city of Ujjain about the mandel coast in the East. The Pallavasf were over- 

Paramaras of Malwa ^ep nni^g ° f the 9th century, thrown by this aggressive monarch, the kingdoms of 
circ. 800—1200 A.D. Like the other clans, they were the extreme South acknowledged his supremacy, and 

involved in almost ceaseless wars the great Emperor of the North, Harsha Vardhana, 
with  ̂their neighbours. Still the state of Malwa was was foiled in all attempts to penetrate Maharashtra, 
associated gloriously with the arts of peace, and many Courtesies were exchanged with the King of Persia, and 
writers famous m the later Sanskrit literature flourished Hiuen Tsang was much impressed by the greatness of 
at the Court of the Paramara Kings. Amongst the Pulekesin. But his career of conquest was at last brought 
most famous Kings were Harsha Deva, the fifth to a stop by the Pallavas of the
in descent, who greatly extended the dominions of his WarI0̂ « % PDllavas’ East Coast. Constantly defeated 
house, Munja, who, though a poet, fought ceaselessly and. " by him, and driven out of Vengi
as a rule successfully against the Chalukyas of the by the force of his arms, they at length turned the 
Deccan, and Bhoja, the model Raja, a celebrated patron tables upon their conqueror, overthrew Pulekesin, and 
of learning and no mean author himself. He flourished reduced the Chalukya power to a condition of vas- 
in the n t h  century, Munja and Harsha Deva in the saldom. For a century the struggle between the two 
loth. The native line preserved the throne until the Kingdoms continued : at one moment the Chalukyas 
beginning of the 13th  century, and although a Moham- reasserted themselves, at another the Pallavas obtained 
medan dynasty succeeded it, Malwa remained a the ascendancy, until in the middle of the 8th century, 
separate unit until its incorporation in the Mogul the Rashtrakuta family fought their way to the 
Empire in 1569. front and obtained the sovereignty of the Deccan. For

In. the East of Northern India two dynasties tower two and a quarter centuries this dynasty remained 
over all others m this period—the Palas and the Senas, supreme. But though the main branch of the Chalu- 

Pa!,, and Senas in Be- 9*.k century the kyas became extinct, there survived in the East of the
har and Bengal. Palas assumed possession of Be- Deccan what is known as the Kingdom of the 

, , , " af  a a d Bengal- Their origin is Eastern Chalukyas founded in
obscure, but the fact that they upheld Buddhism to The Eastern cha^kyas, 6 A D. by Vishnu Vardhana, 
the last, right up to the time of the Mohammedan con- 630 ,0?0 A'D' the younger brother of Pulekesin
quest, argues against the theory of Rajput birth. A II. The Chalukya Emperor had after the conquest of 
Brahman family, the Senas, who seem to have admin- Vengi, early in his reign, established his brother as 
lstered the Eastern part of the kingdom, asserted their Viceroy of that district on the East Coast between 
independence durmg the n th  century, and ruled the the Kristna and Godaveri rivers, and his brother had 
territoiy East of the Ganges until the Mohammedan shortly afterwards asserted his independence and 
invasion. They completely stamped out Buddhism founded a Kingdom which retained an unbroken 
m theur dominions and eventually brought Northern existence until 1070 A.D., when it became merged in the 
Behar under their domination. great Chola Empire.

m Adn S m ™ eT M WKe’ h0v^ t r> aw^  The Rashtrakutas, a family of considerable
ui 1193-94 A D. by one ot Mohammed G hons generals, antiquity, who succeeded to
who met with the feeblest opposition from the native rhe Rashtrakutas, „ rVialnkvaa in thp
dynasties. 750-973- western LnaiuKyas in me

y XT 1 t . Deccan, engaged like their pre-
Nepal alone amongst the outlying states m this decessors in constant warfare with the neighbouring 

iu rt MfKIndla Preserved jts  independence throughout States. Nasik was for a while their capital, but about 
the Mohammedan period. Having formed a part of 800 A.D. the centre of their power shifted more 

Nepal. Asoka s empire and been tribu- inland. Govinda III , the sovereign at the time, was
„  u a , . T T , .  ,t0, -the GuPtas and to the most remarkable figure of the dynasty. He
Wars. , t definitely established its power in the 9th extended his power from the Vindhyas in the North to
R n d d h k m ^ ^ S  u Chif  geS retained both Ranchi in the South, an Empire little less extensive
R l t  l i  I L  a -!Lei rl, e unG1 ,the Present da,y- than that of the great Pulekesin had been. Govinda’ s
S  e agAS !  ulst01T  13 mere1/  successors waged long and not altogether successfulof local importance, and need not here be noticed. 5
Orissa will be more conveniently classed along with ~ ~~--------- —--------------- ------- -— -----------
the Kingdoms of Central India. + p; abbê ;
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war with the Cholas and the Eastern Chalukyas. with varying fortunes until the inevitable Mohammedan
Throughout this period Buddhism steadily decayed, conquest, which however, did not take place until the
and although the Jains made considerable progress middle of the 16th century, later than the overthrow
under Rashtrakuta patronage, Puranik Hinduism was of the other Native States m the north and cen r .
more and more the prevailing religion of the country. The history of the Kingdoms in the south ol e

The Empire of the Rashtrakutas in its turn began Peninsula is, if possible, still more meagre as regards 
to wane and in 973 A.D. Taila, a its early periods. A great mass of inscriptions exist

The chalukyas of Kaly- descendant of the old Chalukya but with few exceptions they suffer from the taint ol
ana, 973-1190 A.D. dynast succeeded in regaining modernity, and little accurate information is available

the supreme power. He founded a dynasty known as for the centuries earlier than the 10th of the Christian
that of the Chalukyas of Kalyana (in Haiderabad), which Era. This portion of India seems to have early achieved
also lasted for two centuries and a quarter. All the an- a considerable civilization under the Dravidians, but it
cient territory of the Chalukyas was recovered by Taila, ^  Dravidian KingdomS
with the exception of Gujerat. But the kingdom un- of the South and the earlier Hindus, ana c ns q y
der his successors enjoyed a very chequered existence, Paiiavas. is but seldom referred to m the
being constantly at war with the growing Chola power, sacred boo s. e r , ,
and frequently defeated by it. Thus in 1000 A.D., tionalKingdoms of theSouth Were the Pandya, the Chola
Rajaraja the Great overran the country with fire and and the Chera. The two first of th,es® ■

sword, destroying without com- Asoka m the 3rd century B.C., and B  ddh '
The Hoysalas and Yada- punction men, women and child- arieswere despatched to the foot of the Peninsula by

VaVi9o-?3io A D m ren. The last powerful prince that zealous King. The Aryan civilization and ideas had
9 • •  of this Chalukya dynasty was probably penetrated to the South during some part of the

Vikramanka, and his death in 1126  A.D. Was followed Rationalist Age,* but the exact amount of Aryan mflu-
by the decline of the dynasty, the Kingdom being ence there obtained is as uncertain as the exact date of
absorbed about the year 119 0  A.D. by the Yadavas of its first appearance. Probably the pre-Buddhistic
Devagiri in the North and the Hoysalas in the South. Hinduism took little root m the South of India, and the
The centre of the latter’s power "lay in Mysore, that Dravidian religious ideas like the Dravidian languages,
of the former’s in the Western Ghats. Both dynasties held their own. The languages, Tami and Telugu
succumbed to the Mohammedans early in the 14th have survived to> the present day butt th e ^ ig e n o u s
century, and their doings are hardlv notable enough beliefs succumbed fiist to Buddh s J  >
to demand attention in this place. ' to Puranik Hinduism. A foreign race, the Pallavas

The dynastic changes we have catalogued above early gained a footmg m the South and although the l
are not of any great importance in themselves: but they antiquity cannot compare with that of the three tradi-
form a canvas on which a complete history of Central tional Kingdoms their authentic history is older. Some
India may perhaps some day be painted. At present account of it shall be given m due or err
the later Hindu period is the darkest period of Indian Perhaps the most ancient of the Diavidian King-
history, and the least instructive. Moreover, the vicis- doms of the South was that of the Pandyas. It was situ-
situdes of the Deccani dynasties are even less import- The Pandya Kingdom. a t e d  m , the South’ ^ d
ant than those of the Northern Kingdoms. Through- 1 g occupied, roughly, the mode™ <hs-
out Indian history the more important events have taken tncts of Tmnevelly and Madura. It was a flourishing
place in the North, and it is for this reason that notice Kingdom for some centuries before the Christian era,
of the Deccan so slender as this will prove sufficient. and was ordinarily divided into five principalities, the

Orissa, although now linked with the fortunes of seat of the capital was twice changed, and was finally
Bengal belonged of old rather to fixed at Madura. The Pandyas enjoyed the exclusive

The dynasties of Orissa, Cen|>ral’ than 'k , Northern India. monopoly of the pearl fishery and carried on extensive
A part of the early Kingdom of Kalinga, it had been commercial dealings with the Western world, A
conquered by Asoka; had later reasserted its indepen- Pandya King seems to have sent an embassy to Augus-
dence, then came under the Andhra Kings, and during tus Csesar, and a quantity of Roman corns have been
the last portion of the Buddhist Period was ruled over unearthed at Madura and other places. But no contm-
by a dynasty called Yavanas. This term, though it gen- uous history of the Kingdom is possible before the
erally means ‘ Greeks’ or ‘ Foreigners’ m ay simply have 12th century A.D. From about iooq A.D., when
been applied to a dynasty which introduced Buddhism, the Pandyas in common with the other Kingdoms of
for in districts where the old Hindu beliefs were cheri- the South were overthrown by the Chola Emperor
shed, the Buddhists were often known by this uncompli- Rajaraja the Great, until the middle, at least, of the
meritary name. About 474 A.D. the Buddhist Kings 12th century, the Pandya Kingdom was in the posi-
came to an end and were succeeded by the Kesari or Lion tion of a tributary State. But from the end of the Chola
dynasty, which introduced Puranik Hinduism, and rei- supremacy until the middle of the 16th _ century the
gned for six centuries and a  half. The glorious groups records are most numerous and the dynastic lists fairly
of Orissa Temples, of which those at Bhuvanesvara, the exact. A Sinhalese invasion in 1175  A.D. and the sack of
capital, are the most elegant, belong to this period. A  Madura by a Mohammedan host in 1310  A.D. are the two
dynasty, probably of Bengalee origin, and known as the events of outstanding importance m this period. In
Gangetic line, succeeded to the throne of Orissa in 113 2  the latter year the Pandyan dominions, like nearly
A.D. They were ardent votaries of Vishnu, as their p r e - _____________________________ .
decessorshad been ol Siva, and they retained their power * See p. 12 above.
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all the other kingdoms of the South, were subverted Kerala, but many philologists assert that the names 
by the Moslem general Malik Kafur. The period of these Kingdoms are identical. In any case their 
which ensued is almost a blank in the History of records are deficient, and they played no ascertainable
Southern India, “ Mussalman governors, representa- part in the wide field of Indian Political history,
tives of the old royal families, and local chiefs being This brief sketch of the Southern Kingdoms in
apparently engaged for years in violent internecine early and medieval times may be concluded by a 
struggles for supremacy.”* few references to the Pallavas. The importance of

The Chola country lay along the East Coast be- this race in the Political history of South India has only 
. tween the realm of the Pandyas _ of late years been recognised,

e oia mg om. an(j  Madras, and also included Pailava Dominion, and but the industry of archeologists
most ol the modern State of Mysore. It was an mde- has now made it possible to write
pendent kingdom at the time of Asoka, but its history an outline of Pailava history from the 2nd to the ioth
at this early date is a total blank. century A.D. On etymological grounds it is fair to

The boundaries seem to have been subject to much assume the connection of the Pallavas of the South 
variation, for at one time Kanchi was the seat of a with the Pallavas of West and North, who invaded 
Chola King, at another it was the abode of the head India early in the Christian Era, and were defeated by 
of the Pailava confederation, who after their the Andhra King Vilivayakura II.*  How, if this con-
arrival, perhaps at the very beginning of the Christian nection be a fact, an offshoot of the invading tribe found

era, obstinately contested with its way to the South, we do not know ; but in the 2nd
the Cholas the supremacy of the century A.D. the Pallavas were already a ruling race

A.D . ’ L South. What is known as the in the South-East of the Peninsula. They had adopted
Chola country was disputed with Hinduism, and they formed a confederation of three 

varying fortunes by the Pallavas from the 2nd to the separate principalities, the King at Kanchi generally 
9th century A.D. From the time when the Chola Rajas occupying the position of over-lord. Though the Pal- 
began to regain their authority—about 860 A.D.—up to lavas were defeated by Samudra Gupta in the 4th cen- 
the middle of the 13th century we have now a fairly com - tury, they had supplanted the Chola Kings in the South- 
plete list of Chola Rajas, and some knowledge of their East, and had penetrated through Mysore to the Malabar 
doings. Wars with Ceylon, the Pallavas, and the Coast. From 575 to 770 A.D. a complete Pailava geneal- 
Rashtrakutas took place in the ioth century ; and at ogy has been reconstructed. During this period al- 
last there arose a King, R ajaraja the Great, who became most incessant war raged between the Pallavas and the 
unquestionably the Lord Paramount of the South. Chalukyas. Although Vengi, the seat of the Northern 
The Pallavas had already been reduced to complete Pailava principality, was definitely lost, and became 
dependence, and Rajaraja, who inherited their quarrels the capital of the Eastern Chalukya Kingdom, the 
with the more Northern Kingdoms, completely defeated great war with the Western Chalukyas, Pulekesin II 
the Eastern Chalukyas and added Kalinga to his terri- and his successors, not seldom turned in favour of the 
tories. Having built a powerful navy, he subdued and Pallavas of Kanchi. The struggle was continued with 
annexed the island of Ceylon, and he must have reduced the Rashtrakutas who supplanted the Chalukyas in 
the Pandya Kingdom to the position of a tributary the middle of the 8th century.f When the Rashtra- 
State. He it was who built the magnificent temple at kutas themselves passed into oblivion, the Pailava 
Tanjore, the walls of which are gloriously engraved with power, though weakened, still existed in the South, but 
the story of his victories. The successors of Rajaraja the rising fortunes of the Cholas under Rajaraja the 
were as militant and successful as himself, but with the Great, at last put an end to the independence of the 
advent of the 12th century the Chola power began to Pallavas. For eight centuries the intruders had lorded 

decline. The Pandyas regained it over the Cholas, rightful possessors of the soil : but 
DeCKingdom,h0la their independence; a new dy- henceforth the Pailava Rajas held no more than a limit- 

nasty of mixed Chola and Chalu- ed feudatory position under the Chola Kings, and this 
kya race arose in Vengi, and the Hoysalas became they seem to have retained until the 13 th  century, 
prominent in Mysore. Though the Chola Kingdom sur- The nature of their dominion, a rule super-imposed 
vivedthe Mohammedan invasion of 13 10  A.D., its chiefs upon the legitimate territorial Kingdoms, their confed- 
only retained a local importance ; they continued to eration system, and their habit of levying blackmail, 
exist as late as the 16th century, but only as feuda- warrant a fairly close comparison between the Pallavas 
tories of Vijayanagar. The capitals of the Chola King- of the Hindu Period and the Mahrattas of a later day. 
dom had been first Kanchi, and then Tanjore. The II. Religious, Social and Economic conditions, 
sacred city of Kanchi (Conjeeveram) enjoyed the widest The most complete picture of India in the early
repute for learning and Sanskrit literature during the Puranik Period which we have is contained in the 
Puranik Period. It was a flourishing town when account of HiuenTsang, the Chinese traveller, who jour- 
Hiuen Tsang visited the South of India. _ neyed across the length and

The third of the traditional Kingdoms of the south ^ t o - q - A D 1'5” 8' breadth of the land slightly before 
Chera and Kerala was Chera, which lay  along the ■ ' ' the middle of the 7th century.

Malabar Coast from the South He came as a Buddhist pilgrim to visit the Buddhist 
of modern _ Travancore to Coimbatur. The Northern sacred places and to study the sacred books; but 
part of this region appears later under the name of during his stay  of 15 years he studied and observed

_ - — * §ee 2 r above.
^  Sewell s Dynasties o f Southern India, -j* §ee p. 39 above.
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I*,* wi+K aurh pffprt that his ward forms. An impersonal religion and an ethical 
throw T f lo o d  of light upon what would faith, such as Buddhism originally and essentially was,

otherwise be a very dark period of Indian history, could not permanently satisfy the superstitious long- 
ot her wise be a verF ‘ ‘d K ‘ ., t Emperor ings of the illiterate masses. This practical defect
Much of what we know about the great emperor 6 th rise of the later or Mahayana form of

£ r ™  *■. * * * * * which ?  s i ^ i s yfnt 1

s n r  s s n r “ “  “  “ J r  z s J S f S T J s

“ d “ P T ,iiion' ** ’p s r r 4
aourishing side by sid« Thence hejo= ed th= h % £ % £ * * £  Z e

mfcaZ ZtZZZaS p R  wB“ aSo .y  S “ S  S S S * > .  And .he priesthood found nbie coadjutors 

S - S  Rvjput^Rajas
was a zealous Buddhist, the people were almost equally C° ^ t the needs of the moment, and
divided between the t .o , rel,ig.ontc “ s ‘ ' " i c o f p S g  the more popular aspehs of
present at one of the great qui d The gQ us Buddhism itself, came at last to satisfy the conserve
which the Buddhists held at Ka ]•  ̂g tiye instinCts of the Hindus more completely than its
processions and idoktrons pagea y On these rival. Buddhism, which had lost its unquestioned pre­
unknown in the days of early ® u“ ehs1sS7 reelVna^ oenS® dominance as early as the 4 th century, and which 
occasions the King scattered his largess ireely among eadilv declining in the 7th, had sunk to a
tlfie ^°hPlA11 bot^staunchCentres position of absolute insignificance by the loth

Magadha, the holy land of the BuddlustS; T ^ h p u tra  cm ury. puranik Hindujsn5i whjch had thus established 
had crumbled into ruins but the coimtry abounded m advent of the Mohammedans,
Buddhist monasteries and The magnihcent « » “ ed "  »3 y  from the simple Vedic faith, both in
temple of Gaya and ‘ ' . .  “  T o  M  ln  e i f  t a t a  doctrine and observance. The elemental gods o theNalanda were the most impressive buildings in India. Veda, tQ whojJl alone sacafices
Hiuen Tsang remained five years at Nalanda studying Nature o£ Modern Pura- had been offered, were ranked
the Buddhist scriptures and the literature njk Hinduisra. Doctrinal together as minor deities-by the
Brahmans. Toleration bemg the most striking feature differences between « and p °  ik  faith, and almost entirely
of Buddhism, it is hardly surprising to find that this the Ved,e faith. ceased to be the object of propi-
great religious institution attracted Brahmans as well as b sacriflcei xhe Supreme Trinity,—Brahma the
Buddhists and offered facilities for the study of tha r  ̂ Creator Vishnu the Preserver, and Siva the Destroyer 
gion which was its greatest rival. From Magadha . d Indra,. Agni, Vanina, and their col-
Hiuen Tsang journeyed to Bengal, and thence towards „ods have not only taken a lower
the South of India through Orissa where Buddhism was eagles, ^  ^  attribute9
still the prevailing faith, and Kalmga, which was now P ';nature haye undergone change, and a host of new 
of inferior importance and overgrown with jungle. has bften elevated to a position of equality with
Passing through the newly established Kingdom o e The three supreme gods were recognised in a
Eastern Chalukyas, the nucleus of the anaen Andhra them Ihe ^
Empire, he arrived at Kanchi, one ot the finest cities semi-mvthical Indian Kings, were worshipped
of India. This old Chola city was now m the hands o as incarnations of the great god Vishnu. Wives also
the Pallavas, but Bud^ sJi 1“ “ { K  condition^/the had to be found for the gods, more especially the 
still abounded theie. The distuibed condition Trinitv and this necessity accounts for the appearance
South, and of Ceylon, induced the traveller to turn West Jn m ty  and^his i a n d  Kali. Legends
from this point and he_journeyed along the e se  n and tales innumerable anent these #
Ghats to Gujerat and Malwa through Maharashtra, Formation oi sects among „ods and goddesses were manu-
where Pulekesin II then held sway. Through most Pumnik Hindus. factured by the priests and incor-
of Western India, as in the valley of the Ganges, ■ , fn the Puranas. Then a further development
Hinduism was the prevailing rehpon, aQ loug  m belief took place. Owing to the difficulty experienc-
Buddhism was by no means extinct. Oi d . worshipping three several deities, sects arose

Decline of Buddhism. Buddh iST ^ was “  dedhfing in within Hindufsm, with the purpose of emphasizing Buddhism was declining m ^  ^  other o{ the supreme gods almost to the
India, and the. " ew ° ™  ° itf £ c e  Buddhism exclusion of the rest. While the more spiritual 
Hinduism,* rapidly taking its place, buddhism ^  Brahmans feed  their minds upon the
had grown corrupt : the spirit of the la th oneness in the deity in the person of
was .lead, and it had sunk to the level of an u o - g rabma the less cultured classes tended to worship 
trous system, taking delight m ceremonial and out- Qr giya as the Supreme God. Those
---------------- ---- -̂---------------- ------ :—--------- -------~ ~ ' who elevated Vishnu to this position wfere called

* [1 is to 1h: noticed that the decline of Buddhism was gradual, and VishnavaS, and those wllO paid theit respects
on the whole peaceful. Uttle persecution took place, and that was aJm0St exclusively to Siva, were known as
sporadic. . . .  , - V
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Sivaites.* The latter by the reverence they showed to prohibited, and widows had either to live and face ill- 
the Ltnga as the symbol of their deity earned also the treatment for the rest of their lives, or mount the 
name of Lingayats, by which they are generally known funeral pyre. The practice of Sati had been gaining 
to-day. But it must be remembered that these sects are gradual approbation for centuries, and it was now at 
nothing more than sects. ‘ ‘ They represent only two length universally recommend-
different views of the same religion—one more tender a ’’ ed, though it was never universal -
and refined, the other (the Sivaites) more coarse and ly practised. It is first mentioned in the Puranik 

passionate.”  As regards observ- Literature, although suicide in case of unsupportable 
a n S fflbenveen The °Vedic ance’ th? main difference between grief, whether of male or female, had been occasionally
and Puranik religions. the Vedic and the Puranik faith, indulged in from the very beginning of Hindu history.

is the absence of image worship in The widespread adoption of suicide in the case of 
the first, and its widespread adoption in the second, widows—under the name of Sati—affords ample proof
Temples and idols were alike unknown in the days before of the inferior position now ascribed to woman. Such
Buddhism appeared in India: they were both the legacy a barbarous custom was only possible when the res- 
of that religion after its decay. The custom of offering pect due to woman for her own sake had been lost, 
libations on the domestic hearth, peculiar to the Vedic On the other points the position of woman had changed 
religion, now gave place to gorgeous temple observ- for the worse before the 12th century. Child-marriage
ances, which increased the importance of the priests, was becoming more popular, and men no longer
and diminished the privileges of the laity. Religious married women of inferior castes, 
rites and knowledge became more and more the mono- Much interesting information about manners and
poly of priests ; the land was crowded with Brahmans customs can be gleaned from the Dharma Shastras of 
and with temples; ceremonies and pilgrimages were the period, as well as from the later poets of the Sanskrit 
organized on a gigantic scale, and on every such occasion revival. We find depicted in the dramatic litera- 
gifts were lavished on the priests, who thus fattened on ture of the time some pleasing pictures of domestic life : 
the ignorance and blind veneration of the multitudes, still they are clouded by the lack of an independent 

The triumph of Hinduism involved the triumph existence conceded to women. Complete lists of 
of caste. And here a difference is noticeable between n . R , domestic ceremonies are to be
the social conditions in the early, and those in the later, mes lc 11LS- found in the law books : every im-
Growing severity of caste. Puranik Period. The testimony portant event in a man’ s life from his birth onwards 

° f  the Dharma Shastras, from the was regulated by religion. The basis of these rules is 
time of Yajnavalkya to the dark ages of the 8th and to be found in the Sutras of the Rationalist Age, but 
9th centuries, proves that the first three castes were the tendency was for them to become more numerous 
still entitled to the performance of religious rites and and complicated as time went on. The rules laid down 
to the study of the Vedas, while even the despised , , f ° r civil and criminal law and
Sudras practised at least some inferior Hindu rites. ’ ‘ administration are so similar to
But, when Alberuni f  wrote in the n th  century, the those noticed in preceding chapters,* that no further 
Vaisyas were fast degenerating to the rank of Sudras, attention need be paid to them in this place. Albe- 
and had been deprived of their ancient heritage of runi tells us that £th of the produce of the soil 
religious learning. So great was the social and reli- was due to the ruler ; and labourers, artisans and 

revolution which had taken place since the time traders paid taxes calculated on their incomes. Only 
of Manu, and even since the time of Y ajnavalkya! Brahmans were exempt from all taxes, f  Immun­
is e  unhappy Vaisyas were henceforth given new names ity from capital punishment was another Brahman- 
accordmg to their professions, and relegated to the ic privilege which was still insisted on. The popula- 
bottom of the social list under the head of mixed tion seems to have still been addicted to gambling, 
castes, like the aborigines of old. while at the Courts of Kings drinking and immorality
11 + sj rr*llar degeneracy is apparent in the position Amusements Were too common. The wealthy

allocated to woman and in the matter of marriage. ' ' were still a comparatively small
Aitnough the absolute seclusion of women was unknown class, and they inhabited luxurious palaces in the great 
until after the Mohammedan conquest, their status was towns, besides possessing extensive villas and gardens in 

,  steadily lower, and there is even a marked the suburbs. Ujjain was an even larger and more pros- I
difference between the early and the later Puranik perous city than Kanouj in the period we are describing 
Decline in the status of Pen°d m this respect. E arly  mar- The progress of the sciences was considerable during 

Woman. rlage was commoner in the 5th the earlier centuries of the Puranik Period, and will be
„ . llr H r  u x -x century A.D. than in the 5th noticed in the following section. Arts and industries

^  f!x i y b u t ! t WStS not yet umversal, lf we are Arts and industries also flourished, particularly archi-to believe the poets. Again, women wrote and read, , In d ie s . ^  ^  conte >
? ayed music, and amused themselves by painting, by the upper castes for. all manual workers inevitably 
K,fd+T  / eT m age haxd been dylnS 0llt for centuries, prevented such higher progress in the arts as can only 
the Pnrnmt(,llAWaS U°\ yet extm ct But by the end of be obtained when intellect and manual skill work hand 

Puranik Age widow remarriage was absolutely ln hand. Gorgeous temples arose on all sides. Pecu-
becaw pop̂ T r̂ — ^ r than Architecture. o i ™ hitecture1 beecame

The evidence of literature and architecture is especially valuable in this D e c c a n  -inri tl.x. xt, afSOf lat5̂(1 wlth the North, the
connection. The most popular form of Vishnu-worshiD was the n.it of tJeccan, and the South, but these works shine rather h v
Ivrishna, an incarnation of the Preserver. ~  ----------------------------------------------- ----------- --------------- ;

t  See Note below. . rp ' I3 ’ 3°  above.
t  Alberuni s India, ch. P X V II. The book was written in 1030 A.D.
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, , , , , -1 mitrn+f. of Harsha.’ Whether these plays can really claim a royal

reason of their beauty m sculptuied detail and authorship or not, their merits in spite of plagiarisms
ornamentation than by any grand conception o g -  a Kalidasa are undeniable. The first is a love play,
The temples of Madura, Tanjore and^ Tmnevelly ™m Faiiaa. mssion of a king for a hand-maiden of his 
are amazing for their endless detail, and their dI n is beautifully described. The second is likewise a

a= :
L — — -the fine arts in India. < , , f/rounds intellect was of veneration. Such a blending ot beliet and oti]tcr oi

divorced from the.fine arts. But in their own sphere
the decorative artists of India have ever been A contemporary of Harsha and Bana was the eminent
vailed for their skill. Along with merchants and bank A contemporary o ‘ grammarian, philosopher
there flourished in the great towns capable workerst m D h artrm ari,^  | ork in verse is the Niti
stones and metals, jewellers, embroiderers and ca • ^  Qr , Qne Hundred Verses on Conduct.’ The
“  These artists found a market all through the kno , ’ th herein conveyed were especially valuable
world, and the products of their skill were appreciated moral truths therem and
in the Court of Haroun-al-Rasclud in Bagdad, a . A century later there arose Bhavabhuti, a native of
astonished the great Charlemagne and his rude barons A century later ^ r e  aro ^  ^  tQ the
who, as an English poet has put it, raised their visors 8th century. Bhavabhuti. „ rcatest dramatist of India. Des­
and looked with wonder on the silks and, brocades it hi f t ti and highly artificial style, he overwhelms
and jewellery which had come from the East to the g e  his p o w efo f por^ayhig the weird. In the Court
infant trading marts of Europe. . J  Kashmir King who had overthrown Yasovarinan

[ I I I . )  Literature and Learning . °  Kanoui Bhavabhuti wrote his masterpieces. Those
The present period was exceedingly prolific m - 1- , ’q ug are tbe Malati Madhava, ‘ The loves of

gious literature, although for the most the work of ^  and Madhava/  the Madahavira Charita, ‘ The 
that nature composed after 500 A D ,  lack me q{ Rama’s Early L ife ’ and the V tiara, Rama
authority of the earlier and more sacred books he dealh with the remainder of that hero’ s life,
majority of the Puranas belong to this epoch, ^ the Ch^ while his incidents and plot are unna-

_ 1nu name given to the period sn s , extravagant, displays a matchless power of
Puranshas^ .harma yet the ^ M a ^ l i d l e r h a S  description?' together with a" pathos and tenderness Purana, the Matsya and pernaps ^ v  inferior ^  that of Kalidasa. Above all, he ex-

the Vishnu Puranas were compiled in the Bkddh st y  In the Malati Madhava, for instance,
Age.* Similarly with the Dharma Shastras About upscenes that seize the imagination with
sixteen were written in the Puranik Age, but ail yie a  dt more vivid, and a spell more weird and uncanny
importance to the greater work of Manu, composed than ev e H h e  S h ’s scene in Macbeth or the Wal-
as we have seen, in the Buddhist Age. Probably a s t nnrms Nieht in Faust.” * This play is moreover valu-
Code of Y aj navalkya, frequently alluded to above was P |  N g it throws on certain phases of the
written in the 4th or 5th century. In am’ .ca se h e  s ^oVcrne superstitious rites of Hinduism, the
later than Manu. Some of the others, which in- their rfc tices £f the Saktas, or worshippers of the
present form date from Puramk bums 1weredoubtl s P ,^  q{ each deityj personified in a female form,
recast editions of earlier works, they wer® reca. = Finally we may notice a play of unknown author-
suit the changed beliefs and practices of the times,  ̂ and daL  but which has with some credibility been 
and accordingly they may with justice be used as so d bed to a period slightly anterior to the age of Har-
for the religion and law of the Puranik Hindus. hey Thig ig t£e Mrichchhakatika, or ‘ Mud Cart,’ a play
are more valuable m tins respect, than the bulk o 1 d ^ not with the exalted loves of princes and prin- 
Puranas, which underwent considerable change alter eesses but with men and women in the o rd in a ry ^ jis  of
the Mohammedan conquest. ..... ’ li£e. Mingled with the Sanskrit

The wonderful development of poetry and me The Mrichchhakatika. are the varjous p rakrit dialects, 
drama, which accompanied the Sanskrit revival under characters being represented as speaking the •
the Gupta Kings, continued its course unt 1 the dark ditteren  ̂ bel(£ X  tQ Northern l ndia.t  The »
Centuries of the Puranik Age. Ihus, some of the great- essentially from all other plays of the classic
est names in Sanskrit hteratUre belong to the 7th In its dramatic interest, in its realistic view of
and 8th centuries. Kalidasa had a host oi w oim y {lfe in its huraour andraciness, it is unique m the literary 
successors, who more or less consciously moulded meir of India. It is eminently dramatic, and has

„  works on his. me cunuicu , acted with success in Europe, a test which no other
1 he Drama. Harsha attracted to his court a drama of Indian literature is capable of support-

circle of learned men. He himself was the reputed Moreover, it throws much light upon the history
autfior of the two great 7th century plays. m e ^  le in those far.off days, revealing the different 
Ratnavali, or ‘ Necklace, ^and ^ . 7 ^ ^ lib rary  types of character as men of living flesh and blood, and

7th Century. Harsha and rri+;re ascribe the first, at least, ------------ - -  7,77 7TL „' Banabhatta. r̂U‘CS , V * ' mmonlv * Frazer’s Literary History o f India, p. 289.
to  B a n a b h a t t a ,  more commonly Sanskrit was already giving place to the Prakrits, the ancestors of

know n a s  B a n a , a u th o r  o f  the Harsha Charita, A  E u e  present day vernaculars. From the rise of the Rajputs onwards
Known ab  o d i w , ________ _____________ ____________ __________ _ s " nsicrit graduah y sank to the position of a dead language, such as Lat.n

7  ,. holds in Europe.* See p. 34 above.
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affording an interesting commentary on the police and Then came Brahma Gupta in the 7th century. His astro- 
judicial s3'stems of the time, the manners and occupa- nomical system is a monument of the learning of the 
tions, particularly the amusements, of the people. time. The dark age of internecine strife was likewise

, Few other Sanskrit plays are still extant, and those a dark age in literature and science. But with the
of inferior merit. But there are a number of Maha- Rajput revival learning also revived, and in the first
kavyas or short epics, belonging to the Puranik Period, part of the 12th century the renowned Bhaskaracharya

Poems epic and Kalidasa had worthy successors in wrote his immortal SiMhanta Siromani. It treats of
lyric. Hiis branch of literature, as in the various sciences, including algebra, arithmetic, trigo-

drama. _ Bha.rani has left a vigor- nometry and astronomy. The Hindus were the earliest 
ous and spirited epic, the Kiratarjuniam, which deals people to apply algebra to astronomical investigations 
with some episodes from the Mahabharata.  ̂ It is notice- and geometrical demonstrations. Their works on algebra 
able how frequently the two great Indian epics have been and trigonometry were translated by Arabian writers 
drawn upon by later Sanskrit poets for their subject- as early as the 8th century, and then found their wav- 
matter. Bhartrihan, the most versatile genius of the into Europe. It was through this channel also that the 
7th century, wrote epics as well as the Satakas. The decimal notation invented by the Hindus, together with 
period of Rajput greatness was also not without its the numerals from one to nine and the cypher, found 
poets. King Bhoja,* himself a versifier of note, attached their way to the West and became the property of the 
other men of letters to lus court. Jayadeva of Bengal, whole civilized world. It cannot then be too often 
who flourished in the 12th  century at the court of the repeated that the veneration of Hellenism should not 
Sena King, Lakshmana, wrote the Gita Govinda, ‘ ‘ the blind us to the debt which civilization owes to the most 
most melodious song that has ever been written in Eastern branch of the Aryan race.
Sanskrit, the Hindu counterpart of the mystical song The antiquity of Hindu medicine, and the progress
of Solomon. It has been rendered into beautiful English made by Hindus in the various branches of medical 
veise by S11 Edwin Arnold _ science has now been thoroughly established. The

India has not been deficient m prose romances. Hindus can be proved to have
Among Sanskrit works of fiction the following should be Medlc,ne' studied medicine before the

Fiction. noticed: (1) The Fables ojPilpay, Greeks, and even Hippocrates, the so-called ‘ Father of
, , .  . c,Irrent name for a series of Medicine,’ borrowed his Materia Medica from India,
tables anonymously compiled perhaps in the 6th But although medical science was well advanced on 
century and property known as the fables of the Pancha- the Ganges when the Greek learning was yet unborn 
tantra; (2) the Dasa-huMara-Ghanta (Adventures of the sc ie n tific  works on the subject were of a later date! 
fen Princes,’ an ornate and artificial work written by The writings of Charaka and Susruta are the most ancient 
Dandin m the age of H arsha; (3) the Kadambari of extant medical works of the Hindus. Charaka is now 
Bana, a wild story of overmastering passion, very ornate plausibly ascribed to the Kushana Period and Susruta 
and extravagant m style and incident; (4)̂  the Vasava- perhaps wrote early in the Puranik Age. Both divide 
datta of Subandhu, a love tale abounding m the super- their works into numerous heads, and are most exhaus- 
natural, also composed in the age of Harsha. tive. The structure of the bo4y, surgery, the various

I he present period was less prolific than the twopre- kinds of diseases, and their cure, epidemics and antidotes 
ceding periods in philosophic treatises. The six systems are a few 0f those divisions. The preparation of chemi- 
were already complete, but the ultimate triumph of the cal compounds and the medicinal use of metals were 

Philosophy. orthodox philosophy took place known to Hindu physicians. The number of vegetable
-r., . . .  , , m the age of Puranik Hinduism, drugs mentioned by thise writeijs is amazing. Sureerv
Ihe Vedanta systems and the Vedic rites were cham- which suffered such a marked/ decline in subsequent 
pioned, the first successfully, and the second unsuccess- centuries, in those early days attempted the most diffi-
u y, by the great commentaries of Kamarila and cuh operations. One hundred afid twenty-seven different
an cara Acharya whose theologico-philosophic contro- surgical instruments are described, and students are
ersies belong to the 7th and 9th centuries respectively.f recommended to practise on 1'getable substances and

Astronomy and mathematics claim more particular dead animals. The fame of Hindu medicine m the an-
n ' ° , j  e superiority of the Hindus in these sciences cient world was such that Alevlnder the Great employed

I  , H r  1 ‘ " I 11/  rhC PU/ anlk Age' ,  A ryab ktta, Hindu physicians for tasks/which were beyond the
,vt ear y m, ,e century, was a famous writer knowledge of his Greeks, andpleven centuries ago two 

on astronomy and algebra. He boldly maintained the * Hindufoctors were appointed as
Astronomy and theory of the revolution of the DeclmeofMed.cai Court /physicians to the Great 

Mathematics, earth on its own axis, and under- * KalipllHaroun-al-Raschid of Bag-
„ n j  1 stood the true causes of the lunar dad. But with political an| social degeneracy came
e s r f h ’ s ' r i m 2 f ™ r »  oreover, his calculation of the the decay of science and leajning, so that the aescend- 
shnrtlv c,,r ,.oori , iv  t, WP  accurate. He was ants 0f the pioneers of nfedicine and surgery are
w rite/ His (Treat wnrhra^ mR11? ’’ i'a cn07t-fnCJ C?paê 1f  now dependent upon the ijiowledge of the West in
astron'omv nfotpornlr / ’ 113 U ^anhita, deals with these as in all other branches of science. The civiliza-
Drecious stones n. aPhy> ^ora’ . an<J fauna, tion of the East arose and dXeloped earlier than that of
Fma^s and ofTJ ? dia, temples, the W est: but social and p lit ic il conditions, if not the
tible mine for the h is / r/m ^ a / l ' +1/ 1S anT‘ne^hau® ' structure of the oriental m ill, brought this flourishing
tible mine for the historian and the archaeologist, civilization to a full stop, Ind did not admit of that

* See p. 39 above. continuous progress whicA the irore energetic races
f See p. 34 above. of Europe have so signally displaced.

/ / > ------x V \IDI



( @ )  (2t

Fieli-Marshal LORD ROBERTS OF KANDAHAR, P.C, K.P., G.C.B.,

G.C.S.I., G.C.I.E., V.C., D.C.L., LL.D.

\
I  ■ • . ' ; /  '■ ■ ■ /.■  '' . ■■ ? .* ; ' ■ •. , ' ’’ ' ; ' v ' 1 , ' , ;■ ■ • ®



t il

The Army in India.
P art I—Historical Review. difficulty in obtaining recruits, till 1746, when each

„  ■ _ ; ■ ° f  these garrisons consisted of some 200 European
I h e  charter gianted to the East India Com- soldiers, including artillery.*

t. . „  T _ , Pan>T “ Y l6 6i empowered them to In addition, each European Company of soldiers
raise forces «nd to ° despatch ships of war, men and bada varying number of topasses (Portuguese recruited 

wage war. arms tor the defence of their locally), or lascars, attached to i t ;  and considerable
... . lactones, and to make peace or bodies of native irregulars, or peons as they were ordin-

war with any people who were not Christians. This arily termed, were maintained. The latter, serving 
power, which was somewhat enlarged by the charter under native leaders, were armed with swords and buck- 
ot ibg8 (which gave them authority to raise and lens, bows and arrows, or other primitive weapons, and 
maintain troops for the defence of their settlements), were intended primarily for escort and police duties, 

renewed in 1753 ; but it was not till the passing but at times were employed on military service. Al- 
° ! ! l r  °  Parliament of 1773,* that the competency though when disciplined some years later these men 
ot the Company to wage war was clearly and specifically made excellent soldiers, they were not at this time of 
recognized. much military value and, in times of special danger,

r  or some years prior to 1061, however, armed fol- were constantly displaced by Rajputs hired for the
Early military require- f w w  e n t e r t ? in ed  aS O ccasio n

ments. guaicis lor the Company s van- The European civilians were formed into trained
, ous factories and as personal bands, which furnished at one period a troop of Volun-

escorts for their employes, and these armed followers teer Horse and a company of Artillery towards the de- 
lncreased m number as the Company’s transactions fence of Fort St. George, and the Portuguese and other 
and obligations extended. Till the declaration of war inhabitants of the settlement were all liable to military 
with France in 1744, the European soldiers were few service ; for instance, in 1688, in face of a threatened 
m numbers and tlieir duties were limited to defence of attack by Mahrattas, the Portuguese and Gentoo in- 
the different settlements, while the native irregulars habitants of Madras were ordered to furnish “  1  man 
(peons, cofferies, buxarries or sepoys), were employed in arms for each house or family that have 2 men.”  
principally on civil or police duties. The capture of On the establishment of the Hughli factory in 1640 
Madras by the French in, 1746 and, subsequently, the Ben , \6ao-\hc t l̂e Nawabof Bengal limited the 
active and ambitious part taken by them in local _ ’ ■ ’ number of armed retainers to be
politics forced the hands of the F,ast India Company, maintained by the Company to an Ensign and 30 men ; 
who were obliged to turn their attention to the in 1681, on the appointment of a separate‘ English 
organization and improvement of the military forces Governor for the factories in Bengal, this party was 
at their command. reinforced by ‘ ' a corporal of approved fidelity and

Of the years 1628-1746, which are the first dealt with courage, with 20 soldiers; ’ ’ and in 1683 a further addi- 
Period 1628-.746. below, there is little to relate, as, tion of 2 companies was made : one of them consisting 

beyond a few attempted raids by of European soldiers from Fort St. George, the other 
Mahrattas and the expedition against the Nawab of being made up of sailors from the Company’s vessels in 
Dacca in 1686, the period is bare of noteworthy mili- Bengal. In 1699, Bengal became a Presidency and the 
tary incident. European military force at this time amounted to some

The first English military garrison in India was 300 men, including 100 artillerymen called ‘ ‘ the 
Madras, 1628-1746. that of the factory at Armegon, gunner and his crew.”  It gradually increased till

. ’ which in 1628 consisted of 28 r746 when it consisted of 5 companies of Infantry
soldiers with 12  pieces of ordnance. In 1644-5 small and 1 of Artillery.
parties of English recruits, with comparatively large As in Madras, the European companies were aug-
quantities of ordnance and military stores, were sent mented by the attachment of topasses and lascars ;
out for the newly built Fort St. George, completing native irregulars, called buxarries, were main-
that garrison to a  strength of 100 European soldiers. tained in comparatively large numbers; and the
This force and the garrison of Fort St. David, estab- civilian inhabitants were liable to military service in
hshed at Cuddalore in 1690-1, experienced many flue- defence of their settlement. It is to be remarked,
tuations in strength and, at times, c o n s id e ra b le ____________,______________________________

■ ■ _____ ‘__. * The Artillery Company or “  Gunroom Crew ” of Fort St. George
* 12 Gen TIT A i ,  Am  consisted in 1740 o f 1 Gunner and 4 Gunner’s Mates, 10  Quarter Gun-

3 ueo. i n „  ca p . ran. ners, 35 Europeans, 100 Topasses, 1 Kyrang, 2 ThafeHs and 35 Lascars.
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however, that it was not till 1742, that the [European, After the capitulation of Fort St. George, the Gov-
Armenian and Portuguese inhabitants were regularly Madras 1746-1706 ernor and Council at Fort St. 
embodied into a Militia. David at once began to raise

In 1662, Sir Abraham Shipman was sent from Eng- troops.
land with 400 soldiers to hold European Cavalry.— A troop of European cavalry

Bombay, 1662-1746. Bombay for the Crown. Owing to was raised in 1748, but it never attained to any appre- 
objections on the part of the Portuguese as to the mean- ciable strength, and by 1758 must have disappeared 
ing of the term Bombay, the party landed in Anjedeva entirely, for in that year, orders issued for the raising 
instead, whence they were transferred to Madras in 1664 ; of a troop of 2 officers and 36 N.-C. Officers and men. 
by 1665, when Bombay was ceded finally, Shipman and In 1762, there were 2 English troops and 1  troop of 
many others had died ; and the party that landed in foreign hussars, but they did not last long, for the latter 
Bombay had dwindled to 1  officer and 1 1 3  men. When were disbanded in 1769,. and the former, after dwin- 
Bombay was made over to the East India Company dling to a. strength of 30 or 40 for several years, were 
in 1668, the officers and men were offered, and accept- abolished finally in 1784.
ed, service under the Company. In 1676 the force in Native Cavalry—  In 1758, a body o f500native cav-
Bombay consisted of 2 companies of 200 men each, airy were raised by a native officer, but they were not a 
which by 1746 had increased to 8 companies (including success and had disappeared by 1768, when it was 
1 Grenadier Company), aggregating some 1,500 officers found necessary to organize native cavalry by mount* 
and men including artillery. This number, however, ing 500 selected sepoys. In 1784, 4 regiments of 
also includes topasses, who composed rather more than the Nawab’s cavalry, which for some years had been 
half the force. officered by Europeans, were taken over by the Com-

The native irregulars, called sepoys, consisted pany; they mutinied almost at once, however, and 
in 1746 of 6 companies, each under the command three of them were disbanded, 2 fresh regiments being 
of a Subehdar, and totalled about 700 of all ranks ; formed from the loyal rem nant: to these,. 2 regiments 
as regards their military value, these men do not were added in 1785 and another in 1787, bringing the 
appear to have differed materially from the peons and total to 5.
buxarries of Madras and Bengal, although, apparently, Artillery—  There was a small party of gunners at
somewhat better organized.* Fort St. David in 1746 under 2 ensigns and 2 master

The Militia at Bombay in 1676 had an enrolled gunners, who, in 1749, were raised to the strength of a 
strength of 600 men, who were all possessors of land company of 5 officers and xxo N.-C. Officers and men , a 
in the island. second company was raised for Fort St. George in 1752,

The years 1746-96 saw the Company’ s obligations where, in 1758, at the commencement of the siege of 
extended in every direction and, in Madras there were :—Royal Artillery, 148 officers and 

Period 1746-1796. consequence, the rapid augmenta- m en; Madras Artillery, 70 officers and men. In 1763-4,
lion of their military forces. The capture and defence the Royal Artillery were recalled to England, many of 
of Arcot in 17 5 1, followed by the recapture of Calcutta the men, however, accepting service under the Company; 
and the battle of Plassey in 1757, were the principal and this led to the organization in 1765 of 3 companies 
incidents at the beginning of a period which was to see of Madras Artillery. The strength gradually increased,
French, Dutch, Mughal Viceroys, Rohillas, Mahrattas and in 1768, a battalion of 5 companies was formed, 
and Tipu Sultan, all defeated in their turn, and the East which by 1790 had risen to 2 battalions of 5 companies 
India Company involved, further and further, in a policy each. The corps of gun lascars was organized in 1779 
which was to found the British Empire in the East. in 24 companies, to rise to 30 companies b y  1790.

The 30th Foot, the first Royal regiment to arrive Engineers—  There were a small number of Engineer
in India, reached Madras in I754> officers employed continuously throughout this period.

King’s Troops in India, an(j accompanied Clive to Bengal European Infantry,—These amounted to about 200
.746-179 • jp I757_ i n 3:758, the 79th, 84th at Fort St. David in 1746, and their strength was

and 96th Foot arrived in India, but were recalled in augmented after the capitulation of Madras by 
1764, when many of the officers and men accepted detachments from Bengal and Bombay of 100 men each, 
transfer to the Company’s service. In 1779, the and by 150 men from England. In 1748 ,7  companies .
71st Highlanders (then 73rd) were sent to Madras, 0f 3 officers and 81 N.-C. Officers each were formed, 
to be followed by 4 other battalions [the 72nd and by 1758 had so increased that they were organized 
Highlanders (then 78th), the 73rd Highlanders (then in 2 battalions of 7 companies each; their numbers still 
2.42nd) Fullerton’ s (98th) and Humberstone’ s (100th) continued to rise till 1770, when they were organized in 
Foot] and the 19th Light Dragoons. In 1787, four more z regiment of 4 battalions, altered in 1785 to 4 regi* 
battalions, whidh had been specially raised for the ments of 1  battalion each.
East India Company (the 74th and 75th Highlanders A foreign legion was raised in 1768 and disbanded
and the 76th and 77th Foot), were sent o u t ; the 36th in I78o. In 1795, the Swiss regiment of Neufchatel,
and 52nd Foot and the 14th and 15th Hanoverians also or ])e Murion, was transferred from the service of the 
reached India about this tim e: giving a total of 1  Dutch East India Company in Ceylon to the British
regiment of Dragoons and 13  battalions of infantry. service in India : it was composed of 10  companies and

was about 800 strong when it arrived in Madras.
—------------- --------- -----------------------~  ~ Native Infantry.—The peons in Fort St. David in

♦ Sir John Malcolm in his ‘ Government of India’ contends that it 1 7 4 7 ,  numbering about 3 ,00 0 , were organized in Com- 
was at Bombay that the first native corps were disciplined by the English tp u  ,  B  j „ r „  nTlrt wprp f  r a :T, „ f | nartiallvbv
about 1746-7: most other authorities give Madras, and a later date. panies under native leaders and weie trained palusury oy
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Europeans, but in 1758, when 2 battalions of them were establishment was fixed in 1786 at 3 battalions of 5
formed under the command of Lieutenant Charles Tod, companies each with 30 companies of lascars.
it was said of them that, though they had behaved well Engineers.—As in Madras, a small number of En-
under fire on several occasions, they were still undisci' gineer officers was employed continuously during this
plined and unable to manoeuvre in the field. In 1760, period.
6 battalions of them (of 9 companies each) were formed European Infantry.—The numbers of these after the
under the command of British officers (2 Subalterns, capture of Calcutta were reduced to about 200, but rose 
and 3 Sergeant Majors to each battalion). This expe- in the next two years to 900, and by 1765 we find them 
riment, the organization and success of which was organized in three regiments, each forming part of the 
mainly due to Major Stringer Lawrence, was the begin- brigades formed by Clive in that year : in 1786 their
ning of the Madras native army, which for the next 30 organization was changed into one of 6 battalions,
years or so continued to increase in numbers and im- Native Infantry.—The first battalion of Bengal
prove in efficiency. In 1765, when the force consisted sepoys to be trained, disciplined and clothed after 
of 13  battalions, British Captains were appointed to the European methods was raised by Clive in 1757 ; the 
command, and in 1773, to a force of 18 battalions, experiment was successful, recruits were plentiful and 
formed in 3 brigades of 6 battalions each, Adjutants easily obtained, and by 1759 five battalions had been 
were added to the Captain, g Lieutenants and 5 Ensigns organized. 111176 0 , each of these battalions had a 
with each battalion. By 1794, after various changes native strength of 1,000 with a European staff of 1 
in the size and number (per battalion) of companies, Captain, 1 Lieutenant, 1  Ensign and 4 N.-C. Officers, 
and also in the number of battalions, the force had Their numbers continued steadily to increase till 1786, 
risen to a strength of 36 battalions. when there were 36 battalions, each with a European

A corps of guides, for survey work and work under staff of Commandant, Adjutant, 8 Subalterns and 10
the Intelligence Department, was raised in 1774, N.-C. Officers.
reduced in 1782 and again raised in 1787. Militia and Volunteers.—In 1756, a company of Vol-

Militia, Volunteers, &c.—During the siege of Madras unteers was formed at Palta and formed part of Clive’s 
in 1758, three companies (1 European, 2 native) of Vo- expeditionary force which re-took Fort William, 
lunteer Pioneers were formed and did good service. About 1795, a corps of native Militia was raised in

Till the capture of Fort William, with its terrible se- Calcutta, which was found most useful in relieving 
Bengal, 1746-1796. ' ® ack Hole * in 1756, the Regulars of garrison duties when the latter were

and the subsequent arrival of required for active service : it consisted of 8 com- 
Clive in the following year, there is nothing of mili- panies of 90 men each.
tary interest in Bengal to relate. Artillery.—The artillery in Bombay, which in 1760

European Cavalry.—Two troops of European Dra- numbered 227, of whom 128 were natives, was formed 
goons and one of Hussars were raised from the European into 3 companies of 100 Europeans each in 1765, and 
infantry in 1760, were organized into one efficient troop into a battalion of 4 companies, totalling 302 
in 1764, and in the following year, with the exception of Europeans, in 1768.
a small number retained as a body-guard for the Gover- Engineers.—In 1777, the Court of Directors agreed
nor-General, the men returned to infantry duty. to officers being appointed to form a corps of Engineers,

Native Cavalry.—1 wo ressalahs of irregular cavalry and in the same year 5 companies of lascar Engineers, 
called the Mughal Horse, under native leaders, were and one of lascar Pioneers, each numbering 100 native 
raised m 1760 ; these, after an increase in 1764 to a officers and men, were organized, 
strength of 1,200, were reduced in 1765 to 3 ressalahs European Infantry.—B y 1760, the infantry left in
of 100 men each under command of British subalterns, _ . , Bombay were reduced to 662 men,
and were, disbanded in 1772 as being of httie use. The Bombay, of whom 255 were topasses ; in
Nawab Vizier raised 2 cavalry regiments officered by 1765, the establishment was fixed at 15 companies of 
Englishmen, in 1776, which were transferred to the Com- xoo Europeans each, which, three years later, were 
pany in 1777, when a third regiment, to complete a formed into 3 battalions of 7 companies each, aggregat- 
brigade, was formed. Two of these were disbanded ing 1,603 Europeans. In 1778, the European infantry 
m 1783, and the third, after service in Bombay to- left in Bombay was again reorganized, being formed 
gether with a troop of ‘ Kandahar Horse ’ raised at into 1  battalion of 12  companies (two of which were 
Cawnpur m 1778, formed in 1796 2 of the 4 regular to garrison Broach), totalling 670 officers and men. 
native cavalry regiments established by the reorganiza- Native Infantry.—In 1759, the companies of sepoys
tion of 1796. were reorganized, those required for civil duties being

Artillery,■—B y  1765, the company of 1746 had risen in formed into a separate corps, while a corps of 500 was 
strength to 4 companies, one company being attached to organized for purely military duties. In 1765, the 
each of the 3 brigades formed by Clive, the fourth being organization of the sepoys in Bombay into 2 battalions 
retained for garrison duty at Fort William, Palta and was ordered by the Court of Directors ; each battalion 
Baj-baj ; in the years 1777-85, some companies of Golan- which was to consist of 10 companies, with a total 
daz (native artillery) officered by Europeans were taken strength of 1,000 native ranks, was to have a European 
over by the Company from the Nawab of Oudb, but, staff of 1  Captain, 1  Lieutenant, 1  Ensign, and 10 
although apparently efficient, they were abolished Sergeants. This force gradually increased, till, by 1783, it 
m the latter year, the system of having companies of consisted of 7 battalions (including 1 of Marines) ;' by 
gun lascars being reverted to. The European artillery 17 8 8 ,12  battalions had been formed, and at this number 
had, in the meantime, increased considerably, and the they remained till the reorganization of 1796.



■ G£W\
S ' ' i

f 1 ) 1  §L
N~s- f̂r9

|  .................|

J^ S w ife S i-l^ y L ' •■ ««*. * '  * *  *S* •*■ • * ’ )

| j  |  ■ * j j ^ p j ^  l a s S L i p

;  ' ' ' & * • ' ?  ' )  " s I b *" ' ' ' " ' V .  ■ ! ;i f -  ) '

f  I  • '  v :  ' k * 4  J #  * #  | . «

i j J H E t a f c .
C‘ f- '. '■'>/ » MSr - ,6,

, J H M M i  ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■

LORD C l iv e . M Etjoi,General Sir D avid  O c h t e r u w y , B art. K .C .B .

______________  _____________ — -   ----------------------- rS S= £SSSSS^=£SSS=£^ lM »niw iiliiir a

m m t M m  m m  •..• H ^ M l i

M M sBfc ^ $ !B R  8yBiW«a^. i— ME

General Sir J ohn  N ich olson . Brigadier-G eneral S ir  H enry Ha v e l o c k .

SOME FA M O U S IN D IA N  G E N E R A L S  

Reproduced from Portraits and Engravings in the Victoria Memorial Collection.



v  / n

:(S): <sl

TH E CYCLOPEDIA OF INDIA. 5I

The recruitment of the Company’s European Member of Council of that Presidency, and it was not 
Recruitment, discipline forces was a  question of some till ” some 2 0  years later that they were allowed a  

and administration of Com- difficulty, and detachments were proper staff to assist them in their military duties.
OTDani*/uoCh oPi0V °  thU sent out” rom home> fronl time to In x774> the Governors of Presidencies were appoint- 

time, the gaols and the press gang ed Commanders-in-Chief of the forces in their respective 
being prominent recruiting agents; for the service was presidencies, and in 1786 Lord Cornwallis was appointed 
far from popular : but this source alone proved insuffi- the first Governor-General and Commander-in-Chief 
cient, and sailors from the Company’s ships, volun- in India. Brigadier-General Carnac, who resigned 
teers from the King’ s troops, foreign deserters and in 1767, was the first military Commander-in-Chief in 
prisoners of war were all had recourse to at different India.
periods; in addition, foreign mercenaries, notably Swiss, The military administration by Government was at
were often engaged in comparatively large numbers, first carried out by a branch of the so-called Public De- 
and even, at one time, slaves were purchased in Mada- partment under a Secretary. In 1773-4 Quarter-Master 
gascar to fill up the vacant ranks : with all this, num- General’ s and Adjutant-General’s Departments were 
bers fell dangerously low at times and, in consequence, created; and in 1776 a Military Board was organized 
in every presidency, topasses formed generally a large in each presidency ‘ ‘ for the management and direction 
proportion of the European companies. of military affairs.”  The constitution of this Board,

There appears to have been little difficulty ex- which at first was composed, of the Governor-General 
perienced, except at one time _ in Madras,. in obtaining or Governor and other Members of Council, was 
recruits for the various native forces ; it is probable changed in 1785, when it was composed o f:—
that, till disciplined native corps were organized about The Commander-in-Chief,
the middle of the 18th century, no great efforts were The Senior Officer at the Presidency,
made to recruit from good fighting classes, and it is The Senior Officer of Artillery,
not till this period that we find in old records parti- The Chief Engineer,
cular mention of the different classes enlisted. The Adjutant-General,

Pathans, Rohillas and Rajputs formed the greater The Quarter-Master General, and
part of the first Madras native battalions till the num- The Auditor-General.
ber of these began to outgrow the supply, when re- In 1786, were created two departments for the con­
course was had to the inhabitants of the Carnatic and duct of military business, each under a Secretary, called
the Circars : in 1795, unsuccessful attempts were made “ The Secret and Military Department ”  and “  The 
to recruit for Madras regiments in Bombay and Bengal. Military Department of Inspection.”  In 1793, the 

In Bengal, the first battalion was formed of Pathans, latter department was abolished and the title of the 
Rohillas, Jats, Rajputs and Brahmans, but as the army former department altered to Military Department, 
increased, the two latter classes rose in numbers till they The reorganization of 1796 was the first real attempt
predominated: in the first instance recruits came gener- D .. ,. , to treat generally, and from one
ally from Behar and Benares, but latterly most of the Reorgan,Z!,"on ° f point of * ieW) thye’ heterogeneous
men seem to have come from Oude and beyond Benares, forces of the various presidencies, and it is, therefore 

There was a curious mixture in Bombay regiments more or less possible from this date to deal, with the 
of Eurasians, Jews, Arabs, Abyssinians, local Mahome- army in India as a whole, 
dans, and low caste Mahrattas. The army was organized as follows :—

The military administration of this period was Bengal.-—European artillery, 3 battalions of 5 corn- 
corrupt in the extreme ; in questions of supply and panies each.
accounts matters were extraordinarily lax, perquisites Europeaninfantry,3regimentsofiocompanieseach.
being recognized as apart of an officer’ s legitimate Regular native cavalry, 4 regiments of 6 troops each!
emoluments and in other directions, affairs were Native infantry, 12  regiments of 2 battalions each,
little better. In consequence, discipline was most in- Madras.—European artillery, 2 battalions of 5 corn-
different, and mutinies, even of British Officers, were panies each.
frequent and had of ten to be suppressed with the European infantry, 2 regimentsof 10 companies each
greatest severity. As a result of all this the training Native artillery, 15 companies of lascars (attached
of the troops was far from perfect. The indifferent to European artillery),
position and prospects of the Company’s officers may Native infantry, 1 1  regiments of 2 battalions each,
have been responsible for a great deal of this. For Bombay.-— European artillery, r battalion of 6 corn-
many years no officers above the rank of Captain, panies each.
and very few even of that rank, were appointed, in European infantry, 1 regiment of 12  companies
order that the control of the Company’s civilian Native infantry, 4 regiments of 2 battalions each!
servants over their military forces might be entire and and a marine battalion,
unquestioned even in time of war ; and when senior Officers, who had hitherto been borne on one senior-
officers were appointed, their numbers were so few as ity  list in each presidency for promotion, were now given 
to make promotion unduly slow, and they were fre- promotion up to the rank of Major according to their 
quently superseded by officers of the K ing’ s troops regimental seniority. Lieutenant-Colonels and Colonels 
who had been granted local rank. were placed on separate lists for promotion in each pre-

It was not till the middle of the 18th century that sidency, and an establishment of Generals was laid 
field officers were appointed to the command of the down for the Company’ s army. Furlough regulations 
military forces in each presidency with a seat as third were also introduced!
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The establishment of the native army in Bengal was double battalion regiments were split into single batta-
, • n town ns follows :__ ' lion regiments and numbered according to the dates on
Native cavalry regiment, 16  European officers, including which they had been raised and which gave i  Co one
1 field officer, 4 European N.-C. Officers, 12 native and 22 European officers to each native legiment or
officers, and 465 native N.rC. Officers and men; N ative  battalion, fixed the establishment of the Company s
infantry regiment, 1  Colonel, 2 Lieutenant-Colonels, forces as below
2 'Majors, 8 Captains, 22 Lieutenants, 10 Ensigns, 1  1 ■' = = = ----——— —-  — *
2 European N.-C. Officers, 40 native officers, and • Ê roxan Rf “iat 'S ' f  Nat.
1,840 native N.-C. Officers and men. Artmlry. Artillery. Engineers. c.avy. Cavy.

The establishments in Bombay and Madras were Re*ts- Reg,s-
organized on similar lines. t  ; — ■ ~ ~

With the advent of Lord Mornington (Marquis Bengal,. 3 Brigades s Batins. 47iOfflce«. * 8 3
Wellesley) in 1798, started an pean and | I Corps, 1 1

Period .796-1857- era of war and conquest. British ^Native
cantonments gradually extended to beyond Delhi in . _______ _ _____ ____— 1  ---------------- - —----
the north and over the whole of the Dekhan and Madra, 2 Brigades 3 Banns. . Bating. a 8 .. 5a
Mahratta territories, and necessitated a large increase (. E uro- each of { Pioneers, |

’ to the army. In 1808, the Indian ,pnS $ $  tntC,’
Military forces, 1808. military establishment was con- lascaC'

stituted as follows ___ _  ' --'_______ _ _ _ _ _  _________ _ _ ..i,.,.. t - ~
_rr Bombay. 4 Troops. 8 Coys. i Corps 2 3 2 24

I Royal Army, j Company’s Army. Engineers___ _________1 ____________ ___ —-----  & 1 Corps !
, , European! Native Native Pioneers.

c-y. bS .  : ‘£  iSSS7  "  ££•- ---------------------------------------- 1 ------- --------L-------------
1 m ’ hons' ! lions. ; llons- ments. ments. and, in addition, various local and provincial corps.

------- -----!— — ■ —----- --------- —i—*----— ----- In 18x5, the first Gurkha battalions were formed from
Bengal ... | s i  5 1 * | 3 8 54 the men who entered the British service after the fall
Madras ... j 2 8 j 1 2 | 4 46 0f Malaun; in 1823, when the establishments and
Bombay - 1 I 7 j 1 j 1 ! ■ 1 duties of the various and nondescript irregular corps in
—---- —“— ----------  the Company’s service were fixed and laid down, we

Aggregating, in round numbers, 24,500 Europeans find 5 irregular native cavalry regiments mentioned, 
and 130,000 natives. which were the beginning from which sprung the Bengal

The war in Nepal and against the Pindaris, the two Silladar Cavalry.
Burmese and Afghan wars, the operations against From 1824 to 1856, the army experienced many
Sind and Gwalior and the two Punjab campaigns were fluctuations in strength (as the forces were reduced 
all responsible for increased military obligations, if not or increased in accordance with the policy and 
for expansion of territory, and gave cause for further requirements of the moment) and some slight 
increases in the military forces. changes in organization. In the latter year the

A reorganization of” the army in 1823-4, under which numbers stood as below :—

British (Royal and E. 1. Coy.’s) T roops. Native Troops.

Cavalry. Artillery. Infantry. Total. Cavalry. Artillery. ^Miners. Infantry. Total.

I
Bengal .. ... 1,366 3,063 j 17,003 21,432 I 19,288 j 4,734 M97 112,052 137,571

Madras ... ... 639 2,128 5,94* 8,708 ! 3,202 j  2,407 1,270 42,373 49,252

Bombay ... 68r 1,578 7,101 9,36° | 8,433 j 1,997 637 . 33,861 44,928

Local forces and Contin- , . j
gents. ... ... ... ... 6,796 | 2,n8 ] ... 23,640 32,554

Do. (various arms) ... ... ... j ... j ••• 7,756

Military Police ... ... ... ... ... ... •>« ... 38,977

________________ | _______________ _____________________ |___________________I_________
i !

Total ... 2,686 6,769 j 30,045 39,5°° \ 37,7 ’ 9 ” ,256 | 3,4°4 211,926 I 3” ,°3S
| Total British and Native ... ... 35°,538

__________  1 I_______ ■, i  •• . . ....

»
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The way in which the Bengal • »
doubled its numbers m tlm last 5» Period 1857-1895. unnecessary to enter into the
Madras army had slightly decreased and.t § tion here. Only a small portion of the Bengal army
in Bombay had almost remained y ’ remained faithful. V h e Bombay army generally proved
worthy of remark . , .  , m im W , thev true to their salt, and of the Madras army only one

Local corps had cavaliy gave tennbk. The Punjab Frontier
Local Corps. th the regular native troops, Force not only proved thoroughly loyal, but its services

aa?  there j S l  J j J  -  ^  SSSZ t W K S t

almost' exclusively (rout one caste, had ^rown dan- Bw.i, Trap.. m ln t^ h e ^ C ro w n .lt  w « d S ? d
gerously strong. Among the better k” ™  “  th, t tbe Company's European troops should be transfer-
local corps we may men, cm .-T h u  ^  ™ " to the C o V  T h ey ‘were accordingly amalgamated
raised m the Sutlej Mates m 1040, Vu F . , Rovai armv i n 1857 large reinforcements

I r S S P c S ^  the) H y de ralra^Con tin - ^ B r it ish  t r i p s  had^eached India and their establish- 
S n t  T h £  l a t e  force which w /  maintained by meat in the following year was approximately 70,000 
the* Nizam i f  H y i S a d  under the treaty ̂  .boo, The reorgauiaatron o^the nabve . - r - *

^ - y 1.  • n sssaz*

Punjab6 Irreguter X i T t '  a f m S “ y S  no ^ - d e s c r ip t iv e  Z  has long since ceased be

rs?& r s
„  - a s « r -  % & ± x £ 5 A '5 ,

-  S S S T J C  Si” ; S y f „ r ^ , S ^ S i i f  ii? E &  S S 5
Militia and Volunteers. t part to have dropped out of for Lieutenant-Colonel. . .

grl-  /  The native cavalry (except for the regiments m Mad-existence during this period. . . . .  ... rn en au v cava y \ v  • ■. o n the Silladar
The repeated »*„,< a ™ , system i

r V a c r „ i t f « " C ”™ ‘n i”  ain hatteties th, «er Foretr and Bemhay
infrequent army and the Hyderabad Contingent field batteries,

The position of commanding officers of native corps was entirely abolished. , , ,  ,
was anomalous in the S trem e owing to their liability In 1864, the establishment was as follows
to constant transfers ; the shibboleth of seniority, and ____________.— .----
the system by which officers once appointed to the staff Cavalry Artillery j infantry
remained permanently on the staff, imposed on the Regiments. Batteries. I Battalions.
army senile generals and staff officers out of touch ___ _______________ ________ n_______ j---------—
with the men in the ranks: these facts, and the j
excessive centralization of the army administration, *4 40
rendered the whole army machinery cumbersome and Bomhay ... 7 2 i 3°
unsuitable Punjab Frontier Force ... 6 S j l|

In x799) the Military Department was assigned a c ^ ’ :  2 | 5
place in the administration of each presidency, on much -----»—------------------ 1 .
the same footing as the civil public departments of Total | 42 IT total strength
Government and, in conjunction with the Military I of some 140,000
Boards, administered the military business of the raen-
country. The Military Boards were abolished finally
in 1855, when in each presidency the administration . 11 frnnt,>r expeditions be-
of the army devolved on the Military Department There were
and the Commander-in-Chief became the executive head ,860 78- also expeditions against China,

t t  S u S ^  f0rCCS Wh0e Stai retainmg 86 ° n Abyssinia and P e r a k X ^ C  - d  important

/ / > — x -v \f 1)1 §L
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, , , „  i-11 +1t„ Afo-hTn War of 1878-7Q In 1885, war with Russia appeared imminent, andoperations took place till the Afghan War ot i» 7» 7T it was decided to increase per-

forcea : i „ rthsqur r ^ ^ ? t L ^ s

o ' l J S T S S Z t u j o i  S ^ a s ^ r s t
question copiously and exhaust.™  y and had man, of British infantry ; and the
reforms to r e c o m m e n d ^ ^ ^ . ^  ^  fo‘UOTing strength of each battahon on the establishment was to

. r 6” ,b- "StsTLdiSb“ ded t a y ” *  S vryT eg im en T s0 o“ e r S  to hi
a Bengal, .  Bombay, and I  Punjab Frontier Force raised ,^hile a j o i u t h ^  to

rog1 t .V i  «T adT as d Bombay and r Punjab Fron- each — gm en t^ tw o native > £ £

li“  jS S s a m e ^ im e  a°substantial increase wasm .de in p a d d e d  to jd A r m y .  ^  ^  ^  ^

ofSinfantry, was reduced by n  batteries. _ a r m y m I nd ia jtood  as below ■ -

rr,tISh. Nat,ve-

------------ ------------------------ '' j '

Sappers
M »  Artillery. « « , .  I 'M .  C ™ . „ ,  A r.llle,,. ^  M M s  « *

Brnenl ... S.7*  7,°«4 - 1  » •  « • «  ' 'S° '  ' '43*

... MM M »  *  * *  •''*6 « "  3' '6' ’
Bombay ... « .  -W7 «  *'” * < *»  ™  ^

1,598 ... -  S.669 7t*67
Local Corps

2,000 S3« 5 °°4  7,54°
Hyderabad Contin- 

gent.

T otal ... 6,94. 12,689 283 53,689 73,602 25,6:3 2,767 3,868 ,20,844 , 53,09*
Total British and Native =  226,694

, , . . , „ oLom.-Kawi Kx, the the reauirements of Burma; and the control of the
All of this increase, however, was absmbed by the *qF  ti Force was transferred from the Punjab

requirements of the t a t o r j 3 an:nexec1 in land  adjacent to thfi Commander-in-Chief. In 1888 Gene-
to, Burma m 1885 and the following ye . rap s Commands were reduced

During the ten years 1885-95 military operations m ,888. {rom 33 to 30 and were divided

S . "  *»*o « t  class districts „ d e r  Major-Generals, and end

Frontier were almost continuous, while S o n s  wereplaced ™ i T c o “ nels ™  The S ta h '
period great strides were "J t ] o r c e l  Among theg district staff of the Adjutant-General's and Qnar-

i = r ‘ f™ tiK a s s
In 1886, arrangements for mobilization in the event In 1889, Mounted Infantry were organized for

g of war were placed on a proper ,88q. service m Upper Burma and
l886- footing ; a reserve was started for \  the Imperial Service Troops

the native army with a strength of some 23,000 men ; system was inaugurated. Regarding the latter a short 
military police were organized for service in Burma, and explanation is necessary. During the wai with Afghan- 
two additional nmuntain batteries were raised to meet istan in 1878-80 certain of the native chiefs had
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sent contingents to assist our forces, and these had was so anomalous as to amount to a real danger in time 
imperial Service rendered good service, generally of war. This had been foreseen by the Government of

Troops. on Hie hue ° f  communications. India who endeavoured, but without success, to impress
In *885, when a Russian war their views on the Home Government. It required the 

seemed imminent, most of the native chiefs had come Afghan war with its clear illustration of the evils of the 
forward with offers of assistance in men, horses or system, the recommendations* of the Army Organiza- 
money. The native armies of these chiefs—for the most tion Commission of 1879, and some years more of urgent 
part huge undisciplined armed rabbles—had for years pressure from the Indian Government before the ne- 
been considered a source of danger in case of a general cessary reforms were initiated. By 1888, most of the 
mobilization for war across our frontiers, and it was different presidential army departments had been con- 
decided to remove this danger and at the same time solidated under one head with the Government of India, 
increase our available reserves, by inviting all the great- and their transfer from the control of the local govern - 
er native chiefs to reorganize their armies by forming ments effected, and in that year the Indian Govern- 
corps which should be really efficiently armed, equip- ment was authorized by the Secretary of State for 
ped, disciplined and trained, and which should be at India to prepare the necessary orders for the division of 
our disposal in case of need. In order that the chiefs the army into four commands. Everything was made 
should take a sufficient pride and interest in these ready for carrying out the change in 1890, but sta- 
corps, they were to remain under the complete control tutory authority was necessary, and it was not till 1893 
of their own rulers during peace time, the only interfer- that the necessary Act of Parliament was passed. The 
ence _we allowed ourselves being that British Officers new system was introduced in 1895; but its inaugura­
lserving under the orders of the  ̂Foreign Department ) tion had been so long delayed that it had ceased to be 
should tram and inspect therm The scheme has proved appropriate to the altered circumstances of the case ; 
entirely successful, and Imperial Service Troops have and it was destined to last but a short period, 
rendered excellent service in more than one frontier The years 1895-8 saw large bodies of troops employ-
expedition and in China and Somaliland. ed across the North-West frontier •

In 1890, the three presidential staff corps of Bengal, >895 to .he present “  ™ ^  of British
1890. Madras, and Bombay, were amal- ' troops, from India was organized

gamated into one Indian staff and sent to Natal ; in 1900-01 the China expedition
corps, and the number of trans-frontier men in the was carried out; in 1901-2 extensive blockade opera-

1891. native army was increased. In tions took place against the W aziris; and in 1903-4 
1891, two Bombay infantry regi- there were expeditions in Somaliland and Thibet.

ments were reconstituted for service in Baluchistan; The last six or seven years of this period have been
an increase was made m the establishment of garrison prolific in changes and reforms. These are due to 
artillerycompanies; the pay of the native soldier was Russian movements in Central Asia and the near East, 
increased ; and recruiting centres for the Bengal army the entry of other European Powers into^the . eastern

1892. were established. In 1892, the political arena, the expansion of our own dominions till
n  ~ Intelligence Branch of the they march with those of Russia, Turkey, China and
yu a er-̂  as er-General s Department was reorganized France, the improvements necessitated by'the lessons
and certain Madras regiments were reconstituted for 0f the frontier campaigns of 1895- 8 and of South
seivice 111 ppei Burma. In 1893 the system of class Africa, and the amended finances of the Indian Empire.

1893. was introduced among The most important of these changes are detailed
the Hindustani regiments of the below :__

enga army, and the British troops in India were The commands, organized in 1895, divided the
1894. re-armed with the magazine rifle. country, roughly speaking, as fol-

,, T . In i 8?4, a reserve of officers for l8s5c ™ °™ ^ °n of 4 lows : the Punjab Command com-
, y was organized, but up to the present ' prised almost all the country

a t* n? °T6 a sPccess- administered by the Punjab Government; the Bengal
l.t nas already been shown how the different presi- Command, in addition to Bengal and the North-West 

Reorganization of dential armies grew up apart from Provinces (now the United Provinces ), took in Assam
i89S- torceoi circumstances. Gradual- and parts of Central India and the Central Provinces ;

o , however, as cantonments the Bombay Command included, in addition to the
.th,e country, and as external require- Bombay Presidency, Rajputana, Baluchistan, Aden 

S  w  u  the emPIoyment in one direction and the remaining parts of Central jlndia and the Cen-
tu, Ber an any one presidency could spare, tral Provinces; and the Madras Command contained

™  l ! w w mi-eS +Ci!me m° re an<!  more in contact. Burma, Hyderabad and Mysore in addition to the
Mam-oa n  u e pcogrcss of events, the armies of Madras Presidency. A Lieutenant-General with a large 

r Y+iCame t0 S.amson territories well be- staff of combatant and departmental officers was ap-
,  , , 1  4 S + those presidencies; and the Bengal pointed to each command and was'given powers to deal
2  i f f  r  afge ^  ' “ “ h?150®  forone coni’  with many cases which had hitherto required the

t m 3 1 -ef alRf lncroasin8ly apparent that a authority of Army Head-Quarters or the Government
system under which the central government, though of India, 
nominally the head of the army, had actually little real
authority over the British troops in the different p r e - ----~ ---------------------------- ----------------------------------- ~
sidencies, and no authority at all over the native troops, Corps: “ :mjr in India in'° 4 armr
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In 1806 the amalgamation of the Bengal, Bombay military force is obviated, and the interest of the local 
In 1896, the amalgamation ot ^  J  ’{ ^  ©  inhabi/ants in the maintenance of peace is aroused

T  . , . dian Medical Service, under a The native

D irtIn0 i897Mthe class^quadron and company system 19° ‘ „  partment was1 reformed re-
was introduced into the Hydera- named the Supply and Transport Corps , mounted 

,897‘ bad Contingent; sanitary officers infantry schools were established ; a fourth battalion
were appointed to each command; and the Central India of native infantry was raised for
Horse, the Bhopal and Merwara battalions and the duty; and accelerated promotion was sanctioned foso 
Oeoli and Erinpura Irregular Forces were transferred cers of the Indian Staff Corps, Captain s and Major s 
from the controfof the Foreign Department to that of ranks being attained after nine and eighteen years 
,1 ,. rnm>-mv,rW in-Chief service respectively.

An additional native mountain battery was raised ; An ambulance bearer corps ot 6 ooo^bearem was
the number of British infantry organized ; three held howitzer

i89S- battalions in India was reduced 9 batteries were added to) the es-
from 53 to 52, the establishment of each of the latter tablishment; a corps of frontier garrison arti1 ery was 
number being increased by 20 men ; and battalions of formed; the brigade division system lor horse and
native infantry were first lent to the Imperial Govern- field artillery was introduced, and ammunition
ment for d u tv iS £ 3  garrisons. columns were reorganized ; a fifth battalion of native

a first class district under the General Officer infantry was raised for Colonial garrison d u ty , the Im- 
A t o t  class d' f “ *k “ ® 6ttePlln jabFrontlel: perM Cadet Corps was established ; during the y e to

1899. Force was formed, embracing the 1898-1902 four battalions of Hindustani Mussulman.

*° Dera Gh“ ‘ S S l S S b %  sap .

The double ^  Indian S,at, Corps was changed
I9°°' mountain battery was raised ; 1903. to Indian army ; the1 whole o

were renumbered as .T „ ” e "|» y  ( an except.on i,e i.|  
delocalised • fnd the transport service was completely made m the case of Gurkha battalions and the Corps 
S g a t o e d .  A c o n s id e r X  change of M . W  j f  Guides ) instead oi by p r e s i d e s  and ™ g »  ar 
was inaugurated, as it was decided that all regular forces; Burma was made a separate district under a 
troops should be withdrawn gradually from Southern Lieutenant-General and was placed directly under 
Wazinstan the Khyber, Samana and from the Kurrarn Army Head-Quarters; the re-armament of the moun-
and Tochi’ valleys, their place being taken by local tain artillery was completed ; and the enlistment of Mah-
militia, and that movable columns of regulars should sud Wazms into the regular army was authorized, 
be maintained in frontier cantonments to support the © h e  composition and strength ot the array m 
militia in case of necessity. In this way waste of regular Tndia was as below :

B ritish  A rmy. N a tive  Army. j Au x il ia r ie s .

l i  S’ f is i i  T | I j  i» si I 1 1  i I .
COMMANDS. | S S -  1  6  . % >, _ M Jt S  ^  tfi °  °* g

©  1 ■= °j y  . «i is i<s a§ s | 11 i M  -3 is
I •1 |S p  | i  | l  | l  J U -l_  I s |S s Z* -5a~ g ^  « Is

Punjab ... 3 I 4 j  9 3 5 3 l »  ! M ‘5 7 1 ¥  4 ... 44 4

Bengal ... 3 5 IS 3-' • -  6 120 * »  11 1 6 5 26

Bombay ... I 1 a u  | ■ 3 9  11 11 ....................  9 2 3‘ 661 33 6
Madras ... 2 I 2 9 .................  1 66 6 3 .............................  9 " 31

Burma ....................................................................... -  -  4 -  «  -  «■ * * 7 '  _ _ _

Total ... 9 .3  I 45 7 8 21 408 p  4° 10 1 60 28 4 >39 <*j 33 6

Strength ... 3,646 14.577 ! 53,688 24.941 ? 7 ,4m 4,43° 121,.60  3V ™ 1 18,000 6,000 20,00c

_________________ ___________________ ’ ----------------------------- --------------------------© ------------- ------------------ '
74,170 i 157,941 75'000

'Bi * ______ ______________  1 -----
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The above numbers include native troops serv- The principle underlying this arrangement was
ing in Somaliland and the Colonies, but exclude the that the Army should in peace be organized and trained 
native army reserve numbering about 25,000. in units of command similar to those in which it would

In 1904, on the conclusion of a revised arrange- take the field. Each peace division ( except Burm a) 
ment with the Nizam of Hy- should be able to place in the field 1  cavalry and 3 in- 

I9°4- derabad regarding. Berar, the fantry brigades and should, in addition, comprise such
hvderabad Contingent ceased to exist as a separate other troops as were required for the maintenance’ of 
force ; its cavalry of 4 regiments of 3 squadrons each internal order in the divisional area when the division 
was reorganized in 3 regiments of 4 squadrons each itself was withdrawn for war. The scheme was estim- 
and its field artillery was disbanded. A pioneer battal- ated to take some years to. work out as new accom- 
ion to be composed of Hazaras was raised; an Assam modation was ’ required in many cantonments. The 
Gurkha battalion was delocalised; large additions were organization shown above will undergo further altera- 
made to the mule transport maintained permanently; tion before the scheme is completed, 
and it was decided to increase gradually the native army The peace combatant staff of ,a division was fixed
reserve till it reached a strength of 50,000. During at two Assistant and one Deputy Assistant Adjutants- 
the period 1900-04, thirteen Madras infantry battalions General; of a Brigade under a Brigadier-General at 
and the Madras cavalry regiments Were reconstituted one Deputy Assistant Adjutant-General and one 
by the enlistment in them of Moplahs, Gurkhas, Pun- Brigade-Major; and of a Brigade under a Colonel on the 
jabis, Ja ts  and Rajputs. Staff at a Brigade-Major and a 2nd class Station Staff

In this year a large reorganization scheme was Officer.
Reorganization of 1004. inaugurated. _ This aimed at a At the same time a regular programme of increas-

more scientific distribution of jng reserves and generally adapting mobilization 
the Arm y during peace and at the mobilization of a arrangements to suit the larger field army was entered 
field army of not less than 9 divisions and 8 cavalry up0n.
brigades. Under it the Madras Command was abolish- A staff college was started in India to train candi­
ed, and the commands and staff were reorganized Tates for staff employment; to
as follows I9°s- be located ultimately at Quetta,

it opened in temporary quarters in Deolali: a pro- 
COMMANDS d i v i s i o n s  a n d  b r i g a d e s . gramme of extension of strategic railways on the frontier

was initiated ; a large scheme for the expansion of 
i n d e p e n d e n t  b r i g a d e s  u n d e r  d i v i s i o n s . ordnance factories was started; and arrangements were

made to rearm the whole of the Horse and Field 
1st (Peshawar) Division! . Artillery with Q. F. guns.

‘ ' y)‘ At the instance of Lord Kitchener, who condemned
2nd (Rawalpindi) Divi- ( Abbottabad. . .  the existing system of military

sion ... .. \ siaikote (cavalry). Ne\̂ system of Military administration in India as one of
/■ juiiundur. dual con^ol and divided respon-

n o r t h e r n  UmbaSla (cavalry). sibility, the Secretary of State for India held an enquiry
3rd (Lahore) Division... I Sirfjind. into the question early in ,1905. On review of the whole

l Ferozepore. question and on the advice of a committee assembled
Kohat Brigade. for the purpose, the Government of the day at
Deraat^Brigade home decided that in future there should be two

eraja nga e. ministerial departments or agencies, through which the
4th (Quetta) Division ... ( Karachi. Governor-General in Council should administer the

t Nasirabad. army in India. The most important, termed the Army
sth (Mhow) Division ... t jhansi. Department, should be in charge of the Commander-

tjubbuipore. in-Chief, as Extraordinary Member of Council, and
w e s t e r n  ... should deal with questions of command, staff and regi-

6th (Poona) Division . . .i  Ahmednagar. mental appointments, promotions, discipline, training,
(.Beigaum. organization, distribution of the army, intelligence,

VAden Brigade. Bareilly mobilization, schemes of offence and defence, peace
r7th (Meerut) Division Garhwai. manoeuvres, war preparation and the conduct of war.

e a s t e r n  lMeerut (cavalry). The other, termed the Military Supply Department, in
1 ( Fyzabad. charge of an Ordinary Member of Council, usually a

,r , 1 J  Allahabad. military officer, should deal with the control of army con-
l8th (Lucknow) Dlv,s,on]  Presidency. tracts, the purchase of stores, ordnance and remounts,

5sam' the management of military works, the clothing and
/"Bangalore (cavalry). manufacturing departments, Indian Medical Service,

Bangalore (infantry). and the Royal Indian Marine. At the same time it was
DivSon” d e r a b a CT  suggested that the Military Accounts Department

Secunderabad (cavalry), should be transferred to the control of the Finance De-
u n d e r  a r m y  ' tgecunderabad(infantry). partment of the Government of India. Owing to the
h e a d -q u a r t e r s  _ /Mandalay. resignation of the Viceroy, Lord Curzon, and the change

Burma Division ... j  Rangoon' ' of ministry at home, the inauguration of the new system

' M — n V v ^

iii. §l
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was delayed till March 1906. ( For further informa- Since that date it has been the declared policy of the
tion on this subject see the published correspondence.) military administration to foster the movement. 

In the above it has been impossible to detail any- Grants for buildings, field days and camps of exercise 
thing like the whole of the have been made; wound and injury pensions to

1899-1906. many reforms and additions volunteers and pensions to their widows have been
made during the last six or seven years. About 500 granted under certain conditions ; the capitation allow 
British officers have been added to the regiments ance has been somewhat increased and small aliov- - 
of the native arm y; a great deal has been done to ances towards outfit to officers have been sanctioned, 
improve the health and the sanitary surroundings of Volunteers in India have been made eligible for the 
the soldier; frontier communications have been much Volunteer Officers’ Decoration and the Long Service 
improved; a policy of rendering India independent in Medal. Some new corps have been formed and the 
the matter of war stores of all kinds has been initiated strength of the force has risen to about 33,000, includ- 
and has made great progress by expansion of the ing however the reserve and cadets, of whom about 
various factories, & c ; much has been done to improve 31,000 are “ efficients. ’ ’ 
the armament, equipment and mobilization arrange­
ments of the Army ; the officialre gulations have been --------
revised and simplified and work has been decentral­
ized to a great extent ; special attention has been paid BIBLIO GRAPH Y.
to the higher military education of officers; the annual
grant for manoeuvres has been increased; military grass Gen eral.— The Imperial Gazetteer, India, 
and dairy farms have been started; and practically History of British India. Hunter.
every Army department has been reorganized. The various Regimental Histories.

During these years the net military expenditure History of the British Army. Fortescue.
has been as under Army Book of the British Empire.

Official.
1899- 1900 . .  . .  £14,968,399 Indian Polity. Chesney.
1900- 1901 . .  . .  15,019,576 History of Military Transactions in
19 01- 1902 . .  . .  15,703,582 Indostan. Orme.
1902- 1903 . .  . .  17,279,770 Madras.—Madras in the olden Times. Wheeler.
1 9° 3-I 9°4 • • • • I 7*792»405 Services of the Madras Artillery.
1904*905 Beghie.

(estimates). . .  . .  20,408,199 Services of the First Madras European
i 9 °5 ‘ I9 °d Regiment. A Staff Officer.

(estimates). . .  • • 2°>757>°32 History of the Madras Army. Wilson.
In looking at these figures it has to be remembered B ombay.—Bombay Gazetteer, Vol. X X V I, Pt. III . 

that, owing to the impoverished finances of India prior The Governmei;t of India. Malcolm.
to 1900, the military administration had been starved __ , , _  , ,  , TI7.„.
for many years. B engal.—History of the Bengal Infantry. Wilhams.

.. TXT 1 History of the Rise and Progress of the
There is little or no mention of Volunteer or Militia Bengal Army. Broome.

. Corps in the records of the first . , , „  , . ,
Volunteers. half of the nineteenth century, History of the Bengal Artillery. Stubbs.

and those in existence before that time appear to have History of the Bengal European Regi-
disappeared gradually. The mutiny brought several *nnes-
volunteer corps into being, some of whom did excellent The Services of the Bengal Army,
service, and the present volunteer force in India Cardew.
may be said to date its origin from that period. H yderabad .—History of the Hyderabad Contingent. 
Till 1885, when the strength of the Volunteer Force Burton.
stood at 13,368, they met with no great encouragement.
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The Army in India. Part II.
The Adjutant-General's Division deals with ques-

I h e  A r m y  a s  it  e x i s t s  T o-d a y . tions of recruiting, discipline, training, education and
T h e  Governor-General in Council, subject to the equipment of units

control exercised for the Crown . . f  .® Quarter-Master-Geneial s Division, which is 
by the Secretary of State for In- subdivided into four sections, (i) General Branch, (ii) 

dia, is the supreme head of the Army in India. The Cantonments (m) Supply and Transport, and (iv ) 
ministerial agencies through which the authority of ' etennary» deals with questions of accommodation, 
the Governor-General in Council is administered are movements and cantonments, and with the organiza- 
two : the Army Department and the Department of ™on> administration and training of the Supply and 
Military Supply. transport Corps (except the portion of it under the

The former of these is in charge of the Commander- department of Military Supply) and of the Army 
in-Chief, who is an Extraordinary Member of the Gov- Ve term ary Corps.
ernor-General’ s Council, while an Ordinary Member f he Medical Division deals with all medical ques-
of Council, usually a military officer, presides over the P°?.S’ s?^?e concei™ nS the administration of the
latter. In addition, there is a Military Finance Sec- Indian Medical Service, which is partially a civilian de- 
tion of the Finance Department to deal with questions Partment and is partly under the Department of Mili- 
of Army Finance. tary Supply

j s f e s s s s s s - s s s  k j s s sdepartments : they are responsible to the Governor- 0n the Armv Head Onarter* s+nff T T n l T  T
General in Council that the business of their depart- Lent of H t ^ u ^  dfpaLm eLtal^aff
ments is carried out in accordance with the authorized subordinate to it, the current Indian Army U st  is the
r l eL T  r n ey have cl‘reCt - T T T  t0 the Governor- best book of reference. At present th eysta n d  as 
General. They are each assisted by an establishment follows •__ 1 "V
of Deputy and Assistant Secretaries. Further, in
this connection,, the members of the A rm y  Head- A r m y  D e p a r t m e n t —
Quarters Staff perform two separate and distinct func- Serretarv with rank „ t v r * : '  r  ,
tions : one, as members of the Head-Quarters Staff in all i Dem tv Secretarv ̂ t v , M- i
matters in the control of the Commander-in-Chief as Cofonel or Colonel th k ° f Lleutenant'
such ; the other, the function appertaining to depart- !  Assistant Serretarv
mental officers of the Army Department, which does Assistant Secretaiy.
not, however, c a rry  w ith it a n y  of the powers of a Sec- A r m y  H e a d -Qu a r t e r s—
retary to Government. " D iv isio n  o f t h e  Ch ie f  o f  t h e  S t a f f -

Directly under the Army Department is the Army Chief of the Staff, with rank of Lieutenant-
Army Department. Head-Quarters S ta ff ; this is General.

separated into the following 2 Directors, with rank of Brigadier-General
divisions :— or Colonel.

Division of the Chief of the Staff. 4 Assistant Quarter-Masters-General, with
Adjutant-General’ s Division. ° f  Lieutenant-Colonel or Colonel.
Quarter-Master-General’ s Division. 1  P ePutT Assistant Quarter-Masters-General.
Medical Division. °  Staff Captains.
Military Secretary’ s Division. Attaches : no definite number laid down.

I fie Division of the Chief of the Staff, which is sub- A djutant-Gen eral ’ s Division— 
divided into two sections, (i) Military Operations, and Adiutant-General with +h« rant
(n) Training and Staff Duties, deals with the following General ’ ]
questions Military policy, organization, distribution, i  Deputy Adjutant-General with the rank- of
preparation for war, intelligence, mobilization, plans Colonel J uenerai, with the rank of

manmuvres0115’ education and trainin& and 4  Assistant Adjutants-General, with the rank
of Lieutenant-Colonel or Colonel.
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2 Deputy Assistant Adjutants-General. D E F E N C E  COMMITTEE.
i  Staff Officer for recruiting. P r e s id e n t — H. E. the C.-in-C.
i  Judge Advocate-General. M e m b e r s—The Hon’ ble Member in charge of
Attaches : as a rule limited to i  or 2. the Department of Military Supply.

A d ju t a n t -Ge n e r a l ’ s D iv is io n , I n sp e c t io n  Adfutant-GeneSf'
B ran ch  a ... Ouarter-Master-General.

3 Inspectors-General of Cavalry, Artillery Director-General of Ordnance,
and Volunteers respectively, each with the Inspector-General of Artillery,
rank of Major-General and each with a Director-General of Military Works.
Brigade-Major as an assistant. Officer in charge of Military Operations

Inspector of Gymnasia. Section, Division of the Chief of the Staff.
Qu a r t e r -Ma s t e r -Ge n e r a l ’ s  D iv is io n —  A d d it io n a l  Me m b e r s  f o r  Co ast  D e f e n c e —

Ouarter-Master-General, with the rank of Director of the Royal Indian Marine.
Major-General. Inspector of Submarine Mining Defences.

Qu a r t e r -Ma s t e r -Ge n e r a l ’ s D iv is io n , Mo v e- S e c r e t a r y —
W m en t s , O u a r t e r in g s  an d  C a n t o n m e n t  Officer m charge of the Strategical Branch,

S ec t io n __ Division of the Chief of the Staff.
I Deputy Quarter-Master-General, with the ______

rank of Colonel.
i  Inspecting Officer of Cantonments. A D VISO RY COUNCIL.
I Deputy Assistant Quarter-Master-General.

1 P r e s id e n t —H, E. the c .-m -u
Qu a r t e r -M a s t e r -Ge n e r a l ’ s D iv is io n , S u p p l y  Me m b e r s —
" and  T r a n sp o r t  S e c t io n — Chief of the Staff.

1 Inspector-General, with the rank of Major- Secretary to Government, Arm y Depart-
General. , ment. .

2 Assistant Quarter-Masters-General. Secretary to Government, Military Finance
2 Deputy Assistant Quarter-Masters-General. Department.
Attaches: as a rule two. Adjutant-General.

Q u a r t e k -M a s t e r -Ge n e r a l ’ s D iv is io n , V e t e r in - B k e c t o r ^ ^ r a f o f ^ ^ a n c e ,
a r y  S e c t io n —  Military Secretary.

i  Principal Veterinary Officer. Deputy Adjutant-General.

Me d ic a l  D iv is io n —  Office? K i p !  Military Operations
1 Principal Medical Officer Section, Division of the Chief of the Staff.
2 Secretaries to Principal Medical Off . Qn the two former committees, whose principal
i  Sanitary Officer. duties are to deal with the preparation of the Army for

M i l it a r y  S e c r e t a r y ’ s D iv is io n — war and the internal and external defences of India,
,  Military Secretary, with the rank of Lieutem respectiW y, ^ e S r » ^ c i “ ‘S = s T ^

, rsonai
|Bs t V o i \ K ~ d ™ «  Chief j  ' '  “  to p in g  the f.presen.atives of Govern-

There ,S “ h l , l w ? „ ? p e m t e „ ,  committees a . pro-
Army Head-Quarters to secure co-ordination in work- Mil y these quest? ns . it also enables the latter 
ing between the different parts of the Army : officers to represent the views of Government at an

M OBILISATION COMMITTEE. earlyu2 ^ 1L tDepaeratment1̂ f^ ffita i^ S u p p ^ y  are the
P r e s id e n t -—H. E. the C.-in-C. following Arm y Departments .—
Mem bers—T he Hon’ble Member in charge of the The Military Works Services.

Department of Military Supply. The Ordnance Departmen .
r i  ipf if the Staff The Indian Medical Service. , f ,
Secretary to Government, Arm y Depart- The Contracts and Registration Branch of the

t - Supply and Transport Corps.
Secretary to Government, Department of The Army Renmunt

a S F gS T  T h e n ' l l  M a n  M ? r L . '
P n in e r  Master.General. The Military Works S e r v t o  t o j w i t t t t .

Secretary— Officer in charge of the Mobilisation struction and maintenance of all military works and 
Branch, Division of the Chief of the Staff. buildings.

I
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, , Ordnance Department arranges for the supply required ; it has also charge of Government breeding
to tne Army of all munitions of war and a large part operations.
o its equipment. The Army Clothing Department supplies the Army

The Indian Medical Service is partly under the w*th clothing.
Home Department of the Government of India; the. The Royal Indian Marine, under a Director, who is 
Department of Military Supply deals mainly with the usually an officer qf the British Navy, arranges for sea 
administration of the military portion,of the service, transport required for the Army. It  is not an Army 
consisting of Officers, Assistant-Surgeons and Hospital Service, and is placed under the Department of 
Assistants. Military Supply for administrative convenience.

The Contracts and Registration Branch of the Sup- The fo]Jowing table shews the present organization
ply and Transport Corps deals with the contracts for Commands and Staff. of the Army in Brigades, Divisions
the supply of the Army and with the registration for , ,  „  „  and Commands with their pnnci-
war of transport animals. PaJ staff officers. I he organization , is-at present in a

Tlia 4rm» + T' . V . transitory stage, as the Secunderabad Division and
to all British y n T  T  D"Pa suPP^es re.mounts many of the Brigades are not yet organized as they will

s u j s A t  s z s s  r a s  wbo" the * -  * » >  i.

• i t h S . K K L  ™ “ S K NdiiO.

f ? elr>‘ 2® cer Comdg. / /Qenl. Officer Comdg.
„  , I Dy. Asst. AdjU-Genl.

, I-n a1*-^^s.-C en l. j Nowshera Brigade-Major.
/ fPeshawarl 1 Asst. Comdg. Royal Engr./(Peshawar) ... Comdg., Royal Engineer. I Senior Medical Officer.

Offr. Comdg., Divnl. Supply.
p5r' j -D’ ransf>t' I f  Col. on Staff Comdg.:VPrincipal Medical Officer. (.Mardan(Cavalry)-! Brigade-Major,

l i s t  Class Staff Officer.

(Col. on Staff Comdg.
* .  J  Brigade-Major.

Jhelum ...'j 1 st Class Staff Officer.
r„  . „ „  .. , (.Senior Medical Officer.Genl. Officer Comdg.
Ar-0.-C. /"Genl. Officer Comdg.

,nH a Asst. Adjls -Qertl Dy, Asst. Adjt.-Genl.
tRawMr,;nHn i  P y- Ass*. Adjt.-Geni. Abbottabad . .A  Brigade-Major.
(Rawalpindi) ... Comdg. Royal Engineer. ) Asst. Comdg. Royal Engr.

ru»r’ Comdg., Divnl. Supply, (.Principal Medical Officer.Offr. Comdg., Divnl. Transpt.
Principal Medical Officer. TGenl. Officer Comdg.

^Lt.-GenJ. Comdg. [ Sialkot (Cavalry) i  Asst. Adjt.-Genl.
Asst. M ilitary Secy.  ̂ 71 | Bngade-Major. , ^
A.-D.-C. • l  Principal Medical Officer.
Dy. Adjt.-Genl.
c Asst. Adjts.-Genl. , f GenlOfficerComdg
= Dy. Asst. Adjts.-Genl. K /m i!,™ *.. ! Dy-Asst. Adjt.-Genl.
Asst. Qr.-Mr.-Genl. Jullundur .A  Brigade-Major.
Dy. Asst. Qr.-Mr.-Genl. ( Principal Medical Officer.

D yi'C st?  Adjt.RGeAnl., R. A. f  A f - D .- C ^  C° mdg‘ f Gen! Officer Comdg.

Nor,hern - f e S S i ^ ? rps- (L^ re) ? L H S i S ; t e r  \ •Sanitary Officer.- 1 ) ... (Pnnc,pal Medical Officer.

Inspecting Vet™inlTv Offi'cer Offr. Comdg., Divnl. Transpt. Ambala /Col. on Staff Comdg.
ItKpector^Genl^o^OrdMime, lPrincipal Medical Officer. (Cavalry) ... { Brigade-Major.

Northern Circle. ’ r r
Staff Officer, Army Bearer L ,  f Col. on Staff Comdg.

Corps. 3 IFdrozepore -J Brigade-Major.
4 Recruiting Staff Officers. (.isQClass Staff Officer.
Inspector of Army Schools. , r „ ,  „  ,
Inspector of Army Signalling, ( ^ enlt 0g5c"  CT '

Northern Circle. K . . Dy. Asst. Adjt.-Genl.
'Kohat Brigade-Major.

Asst. Comdg. Royal Engr.
VPrincipal Medical Officer.

(Genl.lOfficerlComdg.
Dy. Asst. Adjt.-Genl.

Brigade-Major.
Asst. Comdg. RoyaljjEngr.
Principal-Medical Officer.

rCol. on-Staff Comdg.
• ’ ! Brigade-Major.

vBannu ...| is t Class Staff Officer.
I Principal MedicalfcOfficer.


