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by the Guptas was equally Indian. It mnay be called the
second Indian Empire. Its kings
Origin of the Gupta  were pure Indians; it embraced
i the greater part of the Peninsula,
but no territory outside India. Magadha, which had
been the centre of the first empire, now also became the
starting point of the second. About 280 A.D., a certain
Gupta, probably a Sudra, succeeded in making himself
Rajab of Magadha. His grand-
son, Chandragupta, more fortunate
than he, married a princess of the
Lichchavi clan which seems to
have greatly increased in importance since it last
appeared in history during the Rationalist Age.* This
Chandragupta it was who laid the foundations of the
Gupta power. He styled himself King of Kings. He
extended his territory along the Ganges to Allahabad,
and also ruled over Oudh, His power was sufficient
g to warrant the adoption of a new
The Gptc Eons era, the Gupta Era, which has
been certainly fixed as beginning in 320 A.D,

His son, Samudra Gupta, was the founder of a more
extended empire. Much of his long reign was devoted
to wars of aggression, and the Asokan pillar of Allahabad
contains an amazing list of his conquests, The
Sanskrit poet who composed the panegyric so luckily
inscribed on this pillar “ classifies his lord’s campaigns
geographically under four heads: as those directed
against eleven kings of the South ; nine named kings of
Aryavarta, or the Gangetic plain, besides many others

not specified ; the chiefs of the
Samutéri:cﬁllpi“n wild forest tribes, and the rulers
. of the frontier kingdoms an

S republics.” The rajg.hs of the
North were “forcibly rooted up.” The forest tribes
mentioned inhabited Orissa and the Central Provinces.
Among the Southern kings vanquished were the chiefls
of the Pallavas, robber clans whe had established
themselves on the Coromandel Coast some centuries
before. The Punjab was at this time, as in the time
of Alexander, inhabited by a number of republican
clans, who had doubtless risen
on the ruins of the Kushana
E:mpire. These were subjected,
but not apparently brought under the direct rule of
Samudra Gupta. They assumed therefore the position
of protected states. The vast Southern conquests
also were not retained; the expedition to Cape
Comorin was rather a gigantic plundering expedition
of the type so common in the East, and a nominal
suzerainty was the only permanent memorial of these
years of warfare. Still the dominion under the direct
government of Samudra Gupta comprised all the most
populous and fertile countries of Northern India. It
extended from the Hooghly on the East to the Jumna
and Chambal on the West, and from the foot of the
Himalayas on the North to the Narbada on the South.
Surashtra, Gujerat and Malwa still retained undisputed
independence under the Western Satraps, but the
remaining kingdoms, both in the North-West and in the
extreme South, had been overrun and compelled to
acknowledge the Emperor’s suzerainty. No Emperor
since Asoka had brought so many Indian states
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* See p. 21 above,

beneath his sway, and the Gupta'power was evidently
acknowledged by the kings of Kabul and Ceylon, who
both maintained diplomatic relations with Samudra
Gupta. The revival of the horse-sacrifice also testifies
to the great power achieved, for none but a paramount
king dared to perform this rite. But Samudra
Gupta was not alone distinguished by success in war.
He was clearly an exceptionally gifted ruler and a
talented man, a musician, and a composer cf verse.
He took much delight in the seciety of the learned,
and assiduously studied Hindu scriptures. He was
therefore a votary of Brahmanism and not of Buddhism.
It is interesting to notice that Samudra Gupts removed
his capital from Pataliputra, where his predecessors
had held their court, to Kausambi in Central India,
about go miles south-west of Allahabad. After the
reign of nearly half a century he died full of honours
and glory and was happy in the peaceful accession
of his able son, the Second Chandragupta of the
dynasty. This king was probably the Vikramaditya
(‘sun of power’) of the legends, that great king wko
is associated in Indian history with the Hindu and
Brahmanic revival and whose glory
attracted to his court the nine
gems of Sanckrit literature. But
the identity has not as yet been absolutely established.
Chandragupta Il has, however, very definite claims
to greatness. He was a wise and talented man, a
reputed artist and a strong, vigorous ruler, Though he
never sought to consolidate an empire in the South, he
made successful expeditions to tl:e North-West, as we
are told by the iron pillar at Delhi,
and he finally destroyed the West-
ern  Satrapy, thus annexing the
rich and populous Surashtra-Malwa kingdom to his
dominions. BVhat,-the Andhra dynasty had failed to
accomplish, the Gupta Empire did with ease, and by
the close of the fourth century few, if any, foreign
chiefs held sway in India. Some account of the insti-
tations of Northern India as also of the topography
and religious condition of India at large can be
gathered from the narrative of the Chinese traveller
Fa-hien, who stayed six years in
the country to which he had come
as a Buddhist pilgrim.* Naturally
his attention is chiefly taken up with Buddhist legends,
sites, monuments, relics, and holy books, Still the
incidental allusions to contemporary civilization are
both numercus and valuable. Fa-hien testifies to the
excellent and orderly government which the people then
enjoyed. Taxes were light, the movements of the
population not restricted, corporal punishment rare,
The pilgrimt is much impressed by the glories of
the late capital, Pataliputra, where he inspected the
ruins of Asoka’s magnificent
palace. He notices that char-
itable institutions abounded in the great towns,
and rest-houses were provided for travellers on
the highways. The free hospitals at Pataliputra
are singled out for special praise. The poor of all
countries could repair to them, and “received every
kind of requisite help gratuitously. Physicians in-
spect their diseases, and according to their cases, order

* See Beal's Tvaveds of Fa-hien, etc. (teansiated from the Chinese),

Chandragupta 11,
Cire, 375—413 A.D.

His Cawuest of the
est.

Fa-hien in India,
qo5—411 A.D,

State of the country,

L



30 THE CYCLOPEDIA OF INDIA.

them food or drink, medicine or decoctions, everything
in fact that might contribute to their ease. When cured,
they depart at their convenience.’’ Although the
ruling Emperor was a Hindu, and favoured the Brah-
manic reaction, Buddhism was still professed by the
majority of Indians, and Buddhist learning flourished
in gigantic onasteries. Toleration must have been
one of the fundamental principles of the mild but
strong government of Chandragupta Vikramaditya.
No government for centuries had been so effective
or so popular,

Kumara Gupta I, the son of Chandragupta, reigned
with undiminished power until the
middle of the centary, when the
savage Huns began their inroads.
One branch of this Mongol horde passed into Europe,
under the leadership of Attila, the ‘scourge of God,’
while a second branch remained in Asia, and uader
the name of the White Huns, defeated the
Persians, overthrew the Kushana kingdom of
Kabul, and at last penetrated into India. At this time
Skanda Gupta succeeded to the
throne of his father and inflicted
a decisive defeat upon the Huns
(Circ. 455 A.D.), which, however, only gave Indiaa tem-
porary breathing space. About 470 A.D., a freshswarm
of nomads advanced into the interior, and the Gupta
Empire began to succumb under their repeated
onslaughts. ~ With the death of Skanda Gupta about
480 A.D., the Empire perished, though the dynasty con-
tinued to rule Magadha and the surrounding districts for
several generations. Members of the family also reigned
in Malwa for a time, and a third line, of foreign origin,
took advantage of these troublous times to found the
kingdom of Valabhi* But all these princes must
have been tributaries of the con-
quering Huns, who under Tore-
mana and Mihiragula established
a paramountcy over Northern India. This Hunnic
Empire and its disruption helong, however, to the next
or Puranik Period. Buddhism was now in its decline,
and the Buddhist Period may appropriately be closed at
500 A.D. It had witnessed the two greatest Empires of
ancient India; henceforth, with rare exceptions, the
country suffers from disintegra-
tion and division. No Empire
comparable in extent or stability
to the Maurya and the Gupta Empires arose in India
until theMohammedans had established their supremacy.

VI—Law and Administration in the Buddhist Age.

To this period, perhaps to the time of the early
Guptas, may be referred the famous Code of Manu.
This body of law is, however, merely one of several
legal treatises which were written in verse, and for the
most part modelled on the prose Sutras of the Ration-
alist Age. The exposition in the metrical codes is gen-
erally clearer than in the Sutras,
but on some subjects the law
_ has become severer. TFor instance,
the stricter prohibition against taking apimal life
testifies to the influence which Buddhism had been
exercising upon the community. At the same time
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the law of Manu claimed to be the ruling of imme-
morial antiquity. It was called after Manu because the
Brahmans declared it to be of divine origin, and
ascribed it to the first Manu, or Aryan man, 30,000,000
years ago. Manu was regarded as the Father of the
Aryan race, and figures in the Hindu version of the
Flood-story.

The Institutes of Manu* are divided into twelve
books. A few of the matters treated of may be briefly
alluded to. It must be premised that the law as here
laid down was Brahmanical Hindu Law, and therefore
in some respects not accepted by the Buddhists, who
during this period formed the majority of the popula-
tion. Nor was it acceptable to the supporters of the
new and debased Hinduism, which was now corming
into being. It prescribes Vedic rites and sacrifices,
and makes a stand against the growing image-wor-
ship, and that mass of mythology and superstition which
was incorporated into the later or Puranik Hinduism.

Manu declares the king to be the fountain of
justice, and speaks at length on
the competence of witnesses, and
the absolute necessity for them to speak the truth.
‘¢ Naked and shorn, tormented with hunger and thirst
and deprived of sight, shall the man who gives false
evidence go with a potsherd to beg food at the door of
his enemy.’’ “Headlong, in utter darkness, shall the
sinful man tumble into hell, who, being interrogated
in a judicial enquiry, answers one question falsely.”’
Manu divides the law into eighteen heads, of which
sixrelate to criminal and twelve
to civil cases. The criminal law is
disfigured by caste distinctions, as in previous times.
For instance, a Sudra who defames a Brahman is to
have his tongue cut off, whereas no amount of de-
famation on the part of a Brahman is punished more
severely than by fine. But the barbarity of
punishment with which Sudra offences are threatened
was probably much mitigated in practice. Theft and
robbery are regarded as very heinous offences, and the
king who does not afford protection to property ¢ will
soon sink down into hell | Adultery. except in the case
of a Brahman, was to be punished by death, ar adul-
terer to be burnt, and an adulteress to be devoured by
dogs. The death penalty is enjoined for those who
slay women, children, or Brahmans, for thieves caught
with stolen property and their accomplices, for the
destruction of dams or tanks, for treason and for
treasonable practices, such as the forging of royal
edicts and the bribing of ministers. ,

Careful rules are formulated with respect to debt,
the rate of interest;} sales,
partnership, and deposits. It is
enjoined that a workman should not be paid unless he
did his work according to agreement, and the breaking
of agreements could be pumshed by fine, imprisonment
or even banishment. A very interesting provision
is that purchasers or sellers could cancel their bargain
within ten days. Such frequent occurrences as disputes
hetween owners of cattle and servants were fully pro-
vided for. Thus the herdsman was responsible for all
animals lost by his negligence, while the owner was to

* The Institutes are translated by Biihler in Vol XXV of the
~ Sacred Bovks of the Fast.
I Cf. p. 22 above,
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be responsible bﬂ night, if the cattle were housed for
the night. In this connectionitis interesting to find
that a space of common pasture land was reserved round
villages and towns. Manu emphasizes the dependence
of women on men, and insists that a dutiful wife should
not show aversion to a drunken husband. Widow
remarriage was gradually dying out, but the marriage
of a virgin widow is expressly permitted. Gambling
and betting ‘‘ cause the destruction of kingdoms,” and
were to be met by corporal punishment and banish-
ment. The Law of Inheritance is the most fully treated
of all subjects, butis too complicated for discussion
in these pages. It forms the basis of the modern Hindu
Law of Inheritance, and was in its turn based upon the
Sutras of the Rationalist Age. But many portions
of the Institute have ceased to be operative in the pres-
ent day. ‘‘ The Draconic severity of the law towards
Sudras was probably never reduced to practice, even
in the days of Brahman supremacy, and all distine-
tions in punishment, based on caste, certainly ceased
to have operation after the Mohammedan conquest of
India. Men of superior caste do not marry women
of inferior cast. now ; widow marriage has altogether
been stopped since Manu’s time, and many of the
domestic rites insisted on by Manu have ceased to be
performed.”’
Economics and administration are touched upon in
- .. a few miscellaneous provisions,
Feonomics and adminis-  which should be read in the light
afforded by Megasthenes’ account
of Chandragupta Maurya’s regime. Thus the king
could impose an ad valorem tax of 59, on the sale of
all merchandise. In the case of Chandragupta we have
seen that the duty was 109,. The king could retain a
monopolyof certainarticles, and punish all who infringed

- upon it. He was entitled to fix all weights and mea-

sures, and Manu gives us a lengthy list of the weights
in use. He levied customs and tolls, a part of the
) royal prerogative in almost all
old monarchies, both Eastern and
Western. The body of the revenue, however, was
derived from the land tax, which Manu fixes at an
eighth, sixth or twelfth part of the produce. A fftieth
part of the increment on cattle and gold, and a sixth
part of trees, meat, butter, earthen vessels, stone-ware,
etc., sup]%lemented the land tax, the customs, and the
excise. he king is warned against excessive taxation,
and the rapacity of officers is provided against by the
appointment of superintendents—
t.e., inspectors—for each town.
A hierarchy of officials adminis-
tered the couuntry under the eyes of these superintend-
ents. The king appointed a lord over each village, lords
of ten villages, of twenty, of a hundred, and lastly of
a thousand villages. Above these came the viceroys of
provinces, but such important functionaries were con-
fined to the more extensive Empires, such as those of the
Maurya and Gupta kings. Seven or eight ministers seem
to have generally assisted the king in his administration,
while separate officers were employed as revenue col-
lectors, and for the management of mines and manu-
factures. The officials were, as a
rule, paid by the assignment of
lands, some no doubt in perpetuity, like the jagir-
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dars of later times. There is evidence that much
land was alienated to monasteries and temples after
the fashion common in medieval Europe. Such lands,
of course, paid no taxes. The Code of Manu also con-
talus some interesting remarks upon warfare and
military  administration. The
importance of building [ortresses
is dwelt upon, and humane laws of war are laid
down. Siege methods are detailed and the king
is enjoined after the conquest of an enemy to
respect the local customs and laws of the vanquished.
In general it must be said that the principles of
adnunistration inculcated by Manu were highly civilized,
and there is every indication that the people were pros-
perous and contented. Even in time of war, the body
of the population seems to have suffered little. But
the picture of Indian life and administration can be
more accurately drawn in the ensuing period from
the materials collected by Hiuen Tsang, the great
Chinese traveller. For in the case of a Code like that
of Manu it is sometimes difficult to differentiate the
ideal from the actual.

Military administration,

VII—Society, Religion and Literature.

The social conditions described by Hiuen Tsang
in the 7th century, which we reserve for 1nention in
the following chapter, will apply broadly to the period
under discussion.

The Institutes of Manu are very informing on the
subject of caste, but when the author attempts
a historical inquiry of its origin, he wanders
much astray. It must also be remembered that the
principles enunciated by him were those of the Brah-
mans und doubtless of the Hindn revival, but not of the
Buddhists, and therefore it is dangerous to assert that

CARlE they were scrupulously ohserved

o ‘during the Buddhist Period, If
Manu were to be believed, some of the most necessary
trades in_any social system were regarded with con-
tempt. Such were singers and actors, makers of bows
and arrows, architects and messengers, traiuers of horses
and other animals, instructors in arms, washermen,
hunters, goldsmiths and” blacksmiths. Practically all
artisans. shepherds and agriculturists were held in con-

- o tempt and degradation by priests

P pocious  prejudices and kings, Little chance was
tades, T TR 00 thus afforded to the aspirations
of genius among the people, and
where a great artist or a great sculptor could not obtain
honour among his countrymen, there was little hope
of that artistic fruit of the highest order, whick springs
from the soil of a tolerant individualism. Whatever
emancipation Buddhism may have brought about in
these directions was reversed by the triumphant
Brahmanism of the 4th, s5th and Tollowing centuries.
Even maritime navigation and commerce, which
had flourished for a time iu the Buddhist period, was
abandoned in accordance with the narrow dictates of
reviving Hinduism.

Manu’s formidable list of castes includes all the non-
Aryan races, and indeed almost all the known races of
Asia. The Sakas, Pahlavas, Yavanas (Bactrian Greeks)
and Chinese all figure in his pages as separate castes.
His account of their origin is absolutely untenable, and
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hardly deserves mention. But the trades and profes-
sions, which, as above noticed, were despised by him,
are not regarded as separate castes. They still there-
fore formed part of the great undivided Vaisya caste,
and as this mvolyed their retention of the privilege
of the twice-born to acquire
religious knowledge, and perform
religious rites, it is difficult to
see why they met with such contempt. The community
was no doubt crippled by the stigma cast upon so
many useful professions, but as yet the evil effects of
the caste system were less seriously felt than in Puranik
times. The numerous profession-castes of a later and
the present day were as yet non-existent as separate
castes, with the result that for a Vaisya to pass from
one profession to another was doubtless easier in the
earlier centuries of the Christian era than it afterwards
became. Disintegration had mot as yet reached its
highest pitch.

In the matter of sacrifice Manu sought to perpet-
uate the old Vedic rites which had-been prescribed in
the Brahmanas and Sutras, But
the attempt was vain, for we
know that the ancient domestic sacrifices (the grihya)
al the householder’s hearth, and the Srauta rites
performed by priests, were fast falling into disuse, and
being supplanted by the temple priests of Puranik
Hinduism. The status of woman, as gathered fromn
the Code. was still a high one, but the average marrying
age for girls was being lowered and widow remarriage
was becoming rarer, It certainly existed, as Manu
testifies, but was now disapproved
of bty the orthodox. Ths dis-
approval, however, did not extend to virgin widows.
Marriage between relations was rigidly prohibited, and
the ancient custom of raising issue on a brother's
widow seems to have falleninto disuse. A noteworthy
fact is that slavery is recognised by Manu, and slaves
are classified under seven heads, viz., captives of war,
those serving for daily food, slaves born as such in the
house, slaves bought or given by others, slaves inherited,
and men enslaved by way of punishment. Slavery was
certainly a very ancient practice, and probably dates
back to the earliest Aryan inva-
sions when the aborigines were
frequently enslaved after capture in war. Though
Megasthenes denied its existence in India,* it had contin-
ued uninterruptedly throughout the Buddhist Period.
Debt apparently was not one of the causes of slavery as
in Ancient Greece and Rome, but female slaves could be
pledged, like other property, by borrowers. With this
brief notice of social conditions we shall pass to a
consideration of religion in the Ruddhist Age: the
supremacy of Buddhism and the beginning of its decline.

From the time of Asoka untit the Gupta dominion
the religion of Buddha was pro-
fessed by the majority of people,
and it alone has left prominent
traces. Thus in the inscriptions,
“ three-fourths or more of the per-
sons named, and the objects of donation specified, from
Asoka’s time to Kanishka, are Buddhist, and the
majority of the remainder are Jain. From that time

Professions did not yet
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onwards the Brahmans, the gods they patronized, the
sacrifices they carried out, receive ever-increasing notice
till the position of things is exactly reversed, and in the
sth century A. D., three-fourths are Brahman, and the
Inajority of the rest are Jain.’' The inscriptions then
are the best witness to the growth
and pre-eminence of Buddhism,
followed by its gradual decline
from the religion of a majority to that of a minority.
During the period of Buddhist predominance we find
the names of very few Hindu kings : most of the rulers
belong to one or other of the invading races who inclin-
ed to Buddhism in its later form. Brahinanism, of
course, continued to exist, but it occupied rather the
position of a non-conforming sect, though only rarely
a persecuted sect. The low ebb to which Brahmanism
had sunk is proved by the fact that the period we
have been speaking of has left no trace of a building
or sculpture devoted to the use of the Brahmanic
religion. Moreover, the few Brahmanic inscriptions
that have been discovered are written in the Pali or the
current Prakrit, instead of in Sanskrit, thus confor-
ming to the deliberate Buddhist
habit of employing a language
intelligible to the people. While the inferiority
of Brahmanism is indicated by the absence of archi-
tectural rtemains, the unquestioned superiority of
Buddhism led to the construction of numerous build-
ings, of which a great quantity survive. Dr. Fergusson
in his monumental History of Architecture pays great
attention to the Buddhist remains. He classifies the
works of the Buddhist Period under five heads :—

(1) Lats or stone pillars generally bearing inscrip-
tions. Such were the stone pillars of Asoka,
and the famous iron pillar at Delhi, which
belongs to the period of Buddhist decline.

(2) Stupas, cupolas or topes, erected to mark
some sacred event or site, or to preserve some
supposed relic of Buddha. The Bhilsa stupas,
of which the great Tope of Sanchi is the
principal, are the most famous Buddhist
stupas in existence, as well as probably the
oldest. They can be ascribed to thé times
of Asoka, or his immediate successors.

(3) Rails, generally erected to surround stupas.
They usually contain elaborate sculptured .
ornamentation and valuable inscriptions.
Some are as old as the 2nd and 3rd
centuries B.C.

(4) Chaityas,or churches. Most of these are ex-
cavated ont of the solid rock, and the majority
are in the Bombay Presidency. The great
cave at Karli is the finest of all, but there
are others of older date. Karli probably
dates from the 1st century of the Christian
Era, and the Chaityas of Ajanta and Ellora
are a few hundred years later still.

(5) Viharas, or monasteries. The earliest monas-
tic buildings were not of stone, but wood
gave place to stone early in the Christian
Era. Fine Viharas survive at Ajanta, Nasik
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hall with a verandah in the front, a sanc-
tuary in the back, aud cells for monks on
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- either side. Many of these, like the Chaityas,
are excavated. e world-famous monastery
of Nalanda, where Hiuen Tsang studied
in the 7th century, has unfortunately perished.

~ It was not merely a monastic institution,
but the greatest Buddhist university.
After about the sth century but few Buddhist
buildings were erected. and the architectural genius of
India found its expression in Hindu temples, which
tended to become more elaborate and ornate until the
Changes in Buddhism,  €ve Of the Mohammedan conquest.
n : *  Buddhism itself had undergone
great changes before its ascendancy came to an end.
The Primitive Buddhism, so suitable to India, with its
union of practical ethics and religious speculations, neces-
sarily underwent modifications when it came to be pro-
pagated amongst foreign people. Asoka’s missionaries
came into contact with Grecian culture. The Saka and
Kushanakings cameinto contact with both, and incorpor-
ated Buddhist saints and Greek gods with their beliefs.
While Buddhism with its universal toleration pleased
them better than Brahinanisin with its exclusive caste
system, the pure Buddhism without deities gave no satis-
faction. These people did not want a system of ethics,
but gods whom they could see and to whom they could
pray. So Buddha was gradually changed into a divinity,
and the prevailing Greek art, e.g., of Bactria, supplied
his images, which hitherto had been unknown
in Buddhism. The latter, once a select order of
ascetic monks, now grew into a new popular religion
with a pantheon of Buddhas and
Bodhisattvas, and attendant dei-
ties and demons, whose images were adored in spacious
temples, with pompous ceremonial and noisy festi-
vals. This new Buddhism, as it embraced the whole
people, was called the Mahayana, or ‘the great vehicle’
in contrast with the Hinayana or © the little vehicle’ of
the primitive Buddhism, which had only been for a select
few.* Those changes took place early in the Christian
Era, and had been preceded by the adoption of
elaborate pilgriniages and  relic worship.¥ Some
mention of the Mahayana form has been already made
in dealing with the reign of Kanishka, who became the
patron of the new Buddhism, just as Asoka had been
the patron of the old Buddhism. The new form rapidly
spread over India, and it was the Mahayana Buddhism
which took root in China, Thibet, and other Eastern
countries, while the Hinayana survived in Ceylon alone.
, The well attested prevalence of Buddhism during
the two centuries preceding and the two centuries
following the birth of Christ, gradually gave way to
that famous Brahmanical revival of wKich the Gupta
Brahmanical and Sanskrit kmgs were the most p_owerful
revival becomes success-  agents. It became noticeable,
ful in 4th and sth however, as early as the second
ptadl century, when Kadphises 1T was
a devotee of Siva, and it was fostered during the
3rd century by the Saka Satraps of the West. The
(Gupta Emperors, who for the most part were zealous
Hindus, and gnided by Brahmans, strove to make this
Hindu and Sanskrit revival a success, while at the
same time they tolerated Buddhism and Jainism.

Mahayanism.

Samudra Gupta possessed learning as well as mar-
tial prowess, and it is probable that he and his great
successor, Chandra Gupta Vikramaditya, delibérately set
themselves the task of assisting the recrudescence of
Brahmanical Hindnism at the expense of Buddhism,
and of classical Sanskrit at the expense of the more
popular literary dialects. But the
new Hinduism was very different
from the Brahmanic religion of
the Epic and Rationalist Ages. Still more did if differ
from the primitive Vedic religion of the early Aryans.
The extensive Pantheon of the later Buddhism was
drawn upon in the evolution of Puranik Hinduism,
while non-Aryan superstitions contributed to the new
faith a number of rites and beliefs which the pre-Bud-
dhist Hinduism had never incorporated with itself,
In the words of Sir William Hunter, ¥ ‘° Hinduism,
thatislatter-day Hinduism, the Hinduism of the Puranas
and afterwards, is a social league and a religious alliance.
As the various race elements of the
Indian people have been welded
into caste, the simple old beliefs
of the Veda, the mild doctrines of Buddha, and the fierce
rites of the non-Aryan tribes, have been thrown into
the melting-pot, and poured out thence as a mixture
of precious metal and dross, to be worked up into the
complex worship of the Hindu gods.”” The new Hindu-
ism rapidly extended over the Deccan, and the Dravid-
ian peoples of South India for the first time thorough-
ly adopted the religion of the Hindus. They secem
to have been votaries of Buddha or of Jainism for sever-
al centuries, but had never completely accepted the
Brahmanic faith in pre-Buddhist times. Gradually,
then, the new Hinduism over-spread the Peninsula, until
by the 1oth century, if not before, Buddhism became
extinct in India itself. Jainism, however, survived as a
small and inferior sect, which had existed for centuries
parallel to Buddhism, though it had never gained any
great ascendancy.

The literary revival which accompanied this reli-
gious remascence is important because it produced some
of the greatest masterpieces of the Hindu intellect.
The language of the pundits, the
classical Sanskrit, was elaborated
from the old Brahmanic, or Second High Indian,t the
language of the Brahmanas and Upanishads. But it was
greatly enriched by words taken from the Pali and
the vernaculars. It must have been silently devel-
oped by the priestly schools during the predominance
of Buddhism, and was first used in inscriptions in the
second century A. D.. while from the 4th and 5th
centuries onwards it became the literary language for
all India. Thus the victory of the Brahmans was ac-
companied by the victory of the language of their sacred
books. Jusf. as the old religion became transformed
and distorted almost beyond recognition to satisfy the
popular taste, so the old language had perforce to in-
corporate popular elements to secure acceptance.

Of the works of a religious or semi-religious charac-
ter attributable to the close of our period, i.e., to the be-
ginning of the Sanskrit revival, the most important are
the metrical legal treatises, such as the Code of Manu,

The later or Puranik
Hinduism,

Victory of the
Brahmans,

Classical Sanskrit,

* Heernle and Stark's History of India, See also p, 28 above,
t See p. 18 above,

5

* Brief History of the Indian Feoples,
T See p. 15 above,
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spoken of above,* and the three most ancient Puranas.
The terin Purana, signifying ‘old,” applied original-
ly to prehistoric, especially costnogonic, legends, and
then to collections of ancient traditions generally.
The existing Puranas are partly legendary, partly specu-
lative, histories of the universe, compiled for the pur-
pose of promoting some special form of Brahmanical
belicf. Some teach the tenets of the Vishnuvite, others
those of the Sivaite sects. For with the revival of
Hinduism there grew up a great
division of the people into Visk-
naivas and Saivas, according as either Vishnu or Siva,
both originally Vedic deities, were adopted as the
iels pazpoEatid Hetpa Supreme God. But this division
' ’ * really only represents two different
views of the same religion, a fact which is typified
in the Indian Trinity of Brahina, Vishnu and Siva,
the Supreme God in his three manifestations of
Creator, Preserver and Destroyer. While this
Trimurti, or Trinity, 18 recognised by the Puranas, they
are of a distinctly sectarian character. They ‘‘ include
a mass of extraneous didactic matter on all manner
of subjects, whereby these works have become a kind
of popular encyclopedia of useful knowledge. It is
evident, however, from a comparatively early definition
given of the typical Purana, as well as from numerous
coincidences of the existing works, that they are based
on, or enlarged from, older works of this kind, tnore
limited in their scope.t’’ The legendary lore incorporat-
ed in the Puranas is not always of
a very authentic kind, for many
fabrications were made in order to
supply new rites and beliefs with
the sanction of antiquity. Still the genealogical tables
contained in some of the Puranas “contain much truth
mixed up with a deal of falsehood. . The invatiable
form of the Puranas is that of a dialogue, in which
some person relates its contents, in reply to the in-
quiries of another.t”” The existing works of this class
are eighteen in number. The most
ancient are the Vayu, the Matsya
and the Vishnu Puranas. These all
contain dynastic lists and preserve much important
historical “tradition. The Vayu Purana is the earliest
extant: it was probably compiled in the 4th century
under the early Guptas. The Vishnu Purana, which
treats very fully of early Hindu history and legend,
the organization of caste, etc., was probably composed,
or at least compiled in its present form in the 5th
or 6th century A.D., while the Matsya seems to have
been intermediate between it and the Vayu Purana.
Contemporary with the Puranas and the works on
religious law ( e.g., the Codes of
Manu and Yajnavalkya) there
appeared works on sacrificial
ritual.  Of these the chief were the Bhashyas or com-
mentaries on the Sutras of the Rationalist Age.
““ Since the sacrificial religion was being revived, the
necessity of a definite and authoritative ritual was
felt ; and as the sacrifices had been out of use for a

The Puranas.

Some of them not with-
out value in respect of his-
torical tradition,

The Vayu, Matsya, and
Vishnu Puranas.

Bhashyas on (a) sacri-
ficial ritual,

* See p. 30 above.

+ Julius Eggeling : Sanskrit Literature.

+ H. H., Wilson: Preface to translation of the Visbnu Purana.
Professor Wilson's Preface is full of illuminating matter, and the translation
is the only complete English one of a Purana, up to date,

long time, knowledge of the ritual was rare and vague. ’’
Of this type of work a beginning was made in the
early days of the Sanskrit revival, but the greatest
Hindu commentators, Kumarila and Sankara Acharya,
flourished in the Puranik Period.

The cultivation of philosophy in the Rationalist
Period had, as above mentioned,*
resulted in the elaboration of the
six systems of Hindu philosophy. The earliest writings
of these schools were contained in Sutra works,
but in after times a great number of philosophical
commentaries came to be written, just as commen-
taries were written on ritual and ceremonial. The
two orthodox Mimansa schools had thundered in
vain against the materialism of Kapila, and Buddha
had conferred upon the Sankya system of Kapila a long
supremacy by incorporating many of its doctrinesin his
popular religion. But the orthodox philosophy achiev-
ed its trinmph with the revival of Brahmanism.
Its greatest champions were Kumarila and Sankara
Acharya, just alluded to, who combined the defence of
Brahmanic ritual with the refutation of all heterodox
philosophy. But one great philosophic commeéntary
was certainly written before 500 A.D., that of Sabaras-
vamin on the orthodox philosophy of Jainism, the
Purva Mimansa School.}

Ambng the scientific studies begun in the Rational-
ist or even in preceding periods,
Patanjali. that of grammar was not the least

important. Panini was now suc-
ceeded by Patanjali, whose date is fixed for the 2nd
century B.C. Patanjali wrote a great comnentary
on Panini and his grammatical system, and he
incidentally supplies a variety of information regarding
the literature and manners of the period. He also
makes important references to the Graco-Bactrian
kings and the Sunga dynasty.

The scientific works of the Puranik Age are far
more exhaustive than those of the Buddhist Age, and
our materials for the present period are unfortunately
very incomplete. Foreign invasions and the contempt
subsequently given to works elaborated under Buddhist
influences, I‘:trgely account for this poverty of material,
so that it is by no nieans necessary to conclude that the
intellectual life of the Hindus was suspended during
the Buddhist Period. In the
department of astronomy, how-
ever, we have ample evidence to show that consid-
erable advance was made in this period. While
astromony was studied with fruitfnl results in the’
Epic and Rationalist Ages, no separate astronomical
works of those tiines have come down to us. The
oldest which have been preserved or of which we
know anything were composed in the Buddhist Period.
Eighteen Siddhantas or astronomical works are
spoken of by Hindu writers, and
several of these are certainly
attributable to the Buddhist Age. The earliest is that
of Parasara, who flourished not later than the second
century B.C. Next comes Garga, who must also have
lived in the 2nd century. Both these writers make
important historical references to the Bactrian Greeks,

(b) Orthodox philosophy.

(¢). Grammar.

(¢) Astronomy,.

Parasara and Garga.

* See p. 16 above,
+ See_p. 17 above.
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while Garga also alludes to the Sakas and
Yueh-chi. Not later than the 4th century wer?
: written a series of astronomica
The five Siddhantas.  ¢reatises without accredited au-
thors, and known as the Pancha-Siddhanta or ‘ The
Five Siddhantas.’ These works mark a distinct
advance in the science, in that they adopt the latest
discoveries of the Greek astronomers. In aftertimes
important ‘commentaries were written on these Sid-
dhantas, and the greatest Hindu astronomers un-
doubtedly flourished inthe Puranik Period. Even-
tually Hindu astronomy far surpassed that of the Greeks,
and the fame of the Brahinan astronomers spread west-
ward, at last reaching Europe through the medium of
Arab translations. As late as the 18th century Raja
Jai Singh was able to demonstrate the great superiority
of Hindu astronomy.

In poetry as in science, the Puranik Period is more
prolific than the Buddhist Period. But the reduction
to its present form of the great national epic, the
Mahabharata, cannot have occurred later than the
early centuries of the Christian Era. The beginnings
of classical Sanskrit poetry are also certainly traceable
to the later centuries of this age; several of the Gupta
Emperors themselves practised
poetic composition. Little work,
however, clearly belonging to this period survives,
unless we include the price-
less compositions of Kalidasa,
the greatest Sanskrit dramatist, who is now usually
assigned to the end of the 4th century. If Chandra
Gupta IT bereally the Vikramaditya of the inscrip-
tions, then Kalidasa must have floarished at his court.
The *nine literary gems’ associated with Vikrama-
ditya meed not all have been contemporaneous, as
tradition often jumbles together places and things
belonging to different times and places. Yet the
assertion that Kalidasa was one of the nineis incontro-
vertible. The objection to assign so early a date to
Kalidasa is that if he be anterior to the 6th century, the
Hindu drama leaps suddenly to perfection and the early
stages of its evolution are wrapped in mystery. But
Shakespeare was, like Kalidasa, the greatest dramatist
of his country, and yet dramatic composition in Eng-
land hardly arose until after Shakespeare’s birth. Such
an objection then is not insuperable, and should
bear small weight in comparison with the hypotheti-
cal probability of an early date for Kalidasa, based
on a study of authorities and inscriptions. Kalidasa,
besides endowing Hindu literature with its greatest
dramas, the Sakuntala, the Vikramorvasi, and the
Malavikagnimitra (based on historical incidents), wrote
a series of short national epics, and some shorter
poems which rival the best lyrics of the West for
richness of fancy and melody of rhythm. The successors
of Kalidasa in the drama and poetry, as also the Hindu
works of fiction, will receive notice in our chapter on
the Civilization and Literature of the Puranik Age.

Poetry and Drama.

Kalidasa,

CHAPTER V. THE PurRANIK PERIOD.
1. Political History.

THE period between 500 A.D. and the first Moham-

medan invasion in 1194 is known as Puranik because
during this time the majority of the Puranas were
written—the oldest only, as we have seen, came into
being before this—and the new Hinduism, known as
Puranik Hinduism, flourished almost uncontested.
Jainism was feeble, Buddhism was rapidly becoming
extinct, and the militant faith of Islam had not yet
taken a firm root in Indian soil. The Brahmans had
ultimately scored a complete victory. They had
perforce to sacrifice much that was best in their religion
and to father a creed which was of hybrid origin and
not of Vedic simplicity, yet the order triumphed, and
the priestly supremacy which had barely been estab-
lished a thousand years before, when Buddhism
arose to combat it, was now unquestioned. The
Brahmans were at length the real masters of ‘Hindu
civilization, and it was now that under priestly dom-
ination the worst features of that peculiar form of civ-
ilization became apparent. The widespread accep-
tance of the Puranik faith with its rigid caste system
. and sad lack of elasticity pro-
Decadence of Hindu civ-  quced an unwholesome social
is age. o : .
disintegration and intellectual
barrenness which sapped the sturdy manhood of the
nation, and laid India as an easy prey at the feet of the
Mohammedan conquerors.

What, however, prostrated the country still more
was the political disintegration which marks the period.
Large and powerful empires such as those of the Mau-
rya and Gupta kings are a thing of the past. One
glorious epoch there 1s, the reign of Harsha-vardhana ;
but it was lamentably short, nor did the empire of
Harsha rival those of his greatest predecessors in point
of size. Anarchical autonomy is the keynote of the
period. The disruptive forces
always existent in the East pro-
duced ‘‘their normal result, a medley of petty States,
with ever-varying boundaries, and engaged in unceasing
internecine war. "' Foreign invasion had in times gone
by been the principal incentive to the establishment of a
strong paramount power, and the disruptive tendencies
of the Puranik Period were largely the result of a long
freedom from foreign attack. The experience of these
centuries, when compared with that of preceding pe-
riods, tends to prove that India’s normal state is one
of anarchy and that the establishment of a central
despotism, whether the result of foreign attack or of
other causes and whether that despotism be indigenous
or not, is the only safe cure for the disruptive tenden-
cies inherent in the country. When during the Puranik
Age India was left to work out her destiny in her own
fashion, she failed lamentably, and the period is a
bewildering record of conflicting petty States, ac-
companied by decadence in government, literature,
religion and art.

The Buddhist Period closed amidst the bloodshed
and destruction wrought by the savage inroads of
the White Huns. Their attacks had hastened the dis-
ruption of the Gupta Empire, and the dominions of
Skanda Gupta had been divided
up into a number of separate
kingdoms, all subject to the
paramountcy of the Hunnic Emperors in the nerth, Of
these separate kingdoms, those of Malwa and Magadha,

Political decadence,

Disruption of the Gupta
Empire,
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ruled over by princes of the Gupta Family, achieved
no importance, and in the case of Malwa at least,
lasted only for a generation or two. But the Valabhi
dynasty of Gujerat-Surashtra enjoyed a power hardly
less great and extended than that previously held by

e the WesteTrn Satraps in the same

e Valabhikings, ¢if¢. region, The genealogy of this

ATTD B family has ofglate bggn elucid-
ated by the discovery of numerous inscriptions, in
one of which we have a complete list of the Valabhi
kings from their beginning at the end of the 5th cen-
tury, up to about 770 A.D. The people of this nation
were rich and powerful when Hiuen Tsang visited India
in the 7th century, but in the darkness of the 8th
and gth centuries they mysteriously declined. The
Rajputs seem to have been their successors as the
greatest power in Western India, and the Ranas of
Udaipur trace their descent, though with questionable
authority, from the Valabhi line.

We have spoken about a paramount Hunnic Em-
pire in the north. At the close of the sth century a
vast Asiatic dominion was carved out by the White
Huns. From the Chinese books we learn that in 519
A.D., a Chinese envoy visited
the Hunnic Court, at a place
unknown, and that the powerful
monarch of the Hun confederation levied tribute from
forty countries extending from the frontier of Persia
in the west, to Khotan on the borders of China in the
east. This mighty potentate is probably not to be
identified with the Hun kings of India, Toramana
and Mihiragula, but seems to have been their over-
lord. Toramana was the leader of the great Hunnic
invasion which successfully subjugated Northern India
prior to 500 A.D. He assumed the title of ‘Sovereign of
Maharajas,” and was succeeded
by his son, Mihiragula,in 510 A.D.
As that part of India which was
subject to the Huns—broadly
the northern part—formed only one province of
the extensive Hunnic Empire, Toramana and Mihira-
gula, paramount as they were in the peninsula, ruled in
nominal allegiance to their great overlord in Central
Asia. Mihiragula was a blood-thirsty tyrant of the
worst sort, and his cruelty stimulated the native rulers
to form a confederation against him. This confedera-
tion, headed by Yasodharman, a raja of Central India,
o A D decisively defeated the hated ty-

e S rant, and drove him to seek refuge
in Kashmir, where he usurped the throne of his benefac-
tor, and ended his life amidst bloodshed indescribable.

Yasodharman, who served his country thus wor-
thily, is almost an unknown personage. He is not men-
tioned by Hiuen Tsang, and nothing whatever is known
of his ancestry or successors. On
two columns of victory he boast-
fully claims to have ruled over the greater part of
India, but the evidence which will suffice to make good
this startling claim remains to be discovered, and the
importance frequently ascribed to Yasodharman seems
to have been exaggerated. His victory over the Huns
may have earned for him the title of Vikramaditya, ‘sun
of victory,” but we are scarcely warranted in assuming
that he was the great Vikramaditya, the legendary

The Hunnic Empire in
Asia,

Hun kings of India.
Toramana and Mihira-
gula, Cire, 500-528 A.D,

Yasodharman.

hero in whose Court Kalidasa and his brother writers
flourished. That honourable title and position must
rather, as asserted in our last chapter, be associated
with the more historical character, Chandragupta IL.

The fall of the Hunnic power in India was shortly fol-
lowed by the extinction of their
great empire in Central Asia, and
India henceforth enjoyed immun-
ity from foreign attack for nearly five centuries. The
latter part of the 6th century is nearly a blank as far
as India is concerned, and no other paramount power
seems to have existed until the Kanouj dynasty rose to
greatness at the beginning of the 7th century.

For the 7th century, on -the other hand, we
have, besides coins and inscriptions, the invaluable
contemporary works, the travels of Hiuen Tsang, and
the Harsha-Charita of Bana.* The oustanding event of
the century was the temporary establishment of a para-
mount sovereignty in Northern India by the Rajas
of Thaneswar, who were related by marriage to the
Guptas, Thaneswar, or Staneswara, was that region
to the west of the Jumna, where legendary Kurus were
supposed to have lived of old.
It was towards the end of the
6th century that the Rajas of Thaneswar rose to emi-
nence, through successful wars against their neighbours,
including the remnants of Hun tribes who had retained
their settlements in the Punjab. Prabhakarvardhana
was the first of these Rajas to obtain an extensive influ-
ence, and his son, Harshavar-
dhana, who succeeded after the
short reign of his elder bro-
ther, about 606 A.D., rapidly raised himself to a
position of omnipotence in Northern India. His
scheme of conquest was calculating and deliberate.
With a large and well-organised host he waged war for
the third part of a century and ‘‘ went from East to
West, subduing all who were not obedient : the ele-
phants were not unharnessed, nor the soldiers unhel-
meted. *’ He fixed his capital at Kanouj, subjected
all the North-West, made the powerful king of Valabhi
a tributary, and carried his arms to the coast of the
Bay of Bengal. Even 'Nepal
submitted, and Harsha ruled
as undisputed master from the Bias to the Ganges,
and from the Himalayas to the Narbada. When, how-
ever, he attempted to subjugate the South, he met
with complete failure. The sturdy Chalukya King,
Pulekesin IIf, frustrated all Harsha's efforts to pene-
trate the Deccan, and established himself as para-
mount lord of the South, so that Harsha enjoyed
no authority at all beyond the great river Narbada.
From the writings of Hiuen Tsang and that historical
romance written by the poet, Bana, to eulogise his King,
we can conjure up a sufficiently
vivid idea of the administration
of Harsha. The King was untiring in his energy, and
trusted rather to his own zeal and ability in the
supervision of his provinces than to any organized
civil service. The civil administration was con-
ducted on enlightened principles, taxation was not

Second part of 6th century
a blank.

Thaneswar Rajas.
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606—648 A, D,

His conquest,

Administration.

* See page 44 below.
1 See page 39 below.
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heavy, all compulsory labour was paid for, violent
crime was rare, official records of public events were
kept in every province by special registrars, and the
Government made liberal provision for charitable
purposes. The only blot on the administration is the
cruel punishment meted out to prisoners. Sanguinary
mautilation was all too common. Learning and liter-
ature flourished under the patronage of Harsha, and
the King himself is credited with having writtena gram-
matical work and three extant Sanskrit plays of consi-
derable excellence. In religion the Emperor seems
to have consciously imitated
Asoka. After a period of eclec-
ticism in belief he became a convinced Buddhist and
a devotee ; he issued stern prohibitions against the
destruction of animal life, and founded numerous stupas
and monasteries as well as benevolent institutions,
such as rest-houses for travellers and the sick. Though
public disputations were held on religious differences,
Harsha showed his special favour to the Buddhist
pleaders, and Hiuen Tsang, the ‘ master of the law ’,
became such a royal favourite, that any enemy who
dared to touch or hurt him was threatened with
beheadal, ‘‘and whoever speaks against him, his
tongue shall be cut off. ’ By such threats the
Brahmans, not an inconsiderable party in the State,
were reduced to silence, and had to bide their time
until a Kin% who knew not Buddha should arise,
It is only fair to say that in the great quinquen-
nial assemblies held by Harsha for the furtherance of
religion, and the distribution of charity, images of Siva
and the Sun were publicly set up after that of Buddha
had been venerated, and gifts were bestowed not onl

upon Buddhists, but on Brahman and Jain priests as well
as the poor of all religions. The Chinese pilgrim was
present at one of these assemblies in 644 A D., as well as
at a great religious gathering held in the capital, when
twenty tributary Kings attended on the Emperor and
heard the Law of Buddha promulgated. On this latter
occasion the jealousy of the Brahmans prompted a base
attempt to murder the King, which, however, failed to
take effect. Harsha lived till about 648 A.D., and his
reign was followed, as it was preceded, by an almost
total blank in Indian History. No sooner was the strong
arm of the great King withdrawn than the country
was plunged into disorder, and the Empire so
rapidly built up as rapidly fell to pieces. Arjuna,
a minister of the late King, usurped the throne. But
having been foolish enough
to massacre a peaceful Chinese
mission, the usurper underwent a disastrous defeat
at the hands of an allied army got together by the
Chinese envoy, and was himsell captured and taken
prisoner to China. The Chinese Empire at this time
enjoyed unparalleled prestige by the conquest of the
Northern and Western Turkis, and pretty constant
communications seem to have taken place between
China and India through Thibet. After the defeat of
Arjuna the annals of Northern India are silent, and
the history of the country is
wrapped in almost impenetrable
darkness for about two centuries.
One detached episode we have to record; the invasion
of India by a powerful Kashmir King, Lalitaditya, about

Religious Policy.

Arjuna,

Yasovarman of Kanouj,
740 A D,

740 A.D. He penetrated as far as Kanouj and
inflicted a crushing defeat upon a certain Yasovarman,
King of Kanouj. Doubtless Yasovarman inherited a
portion of Harsha's extensive Empire, but he must have
been but one of many Kings who asserted their inde-
pendence upon the decay of the paramount power.*

When the curtain rises partially in the gth, and
more completely in the 1oth century, we find new
actors and newscenes. Buddhism is practically extinct,
and anew and brave race, the Rajputs, have arisen
from obscurity to claim the dominion of Northern India.
The origin of the Rajputs has been the subject of con-
siderable controversy. It is probable that they were a
mixed race, largely of foreign,
e.g., Saka, Kushana, and Hunnic
nationality, grafted on to the Hindu stock, and gra-
dually adopting Hindu civilization and religion. They
were hardly reckoned as Aryan Hindus before the 8th
century, but having once been admitted to the pale of
Hindu civilization and religion, the new converts ‘ were
fired with an excessive zeal to revive the religion they
embraced. *  They had little or no historical connection
with Buddhism, and therefore no regard for Buddhist
institutions. Consequently, where the native Hindu
monarchs - had refrained rom persecution, the Rajput
Kings and clans not seldom resorted to severe measures
in order to establish more firmly the Hinduism
they had so zealously adopted. The period of dark-
ness which so closely resembles the Dark Age in Europe
consequent on the fall of the Western Roman Empire,
was followed by the rise fo power of numerous Rajput
Chiefs, the heads of warlike clans, and the determined
champions of Puranik Hinduism. When in the gth
century Indian History has once more some authentic
facts to go upon, Rajput Chiefs are reigning over the
greater part of the north, at Ajmir and Kanouj, in
Malwa, and probably even in Bengal. Other Rajput
dynasties came to the front in the roth century, and
almost constant warfare between these rival chiefs
continued until the Mohammedan conquerors overthrew
them in one common ruin. A continuous narrative is
impossible, where so many separate units are concerned,
AW o and the historian must needs
The States of North India  content himself with briefly not-
G the cag ol oe Tuineik ing the fortunes of each stjgate in

turn according to a geographical
rather than a chronological division. Such a method,
moreover, besides being the only practicable one, will
yield all the results required, since the period is singular-
ly barren of important historical events. It will be
convenient to begin with the States of Northern India,
reserving those of the south and centre for separate
treatment.

While the majority of North Indian States were
now ruled by Rajputs, the
outlying provinces of the west
were subject to a variety of rulers, some of whom were
foreigners. The Punjab, of which the history had been

Rise of the Rajputs,

The Puanjab.

* Another event which occurred during the fust half of this century
was the immigration of the refugee Zoroastrians from Persia, They settled
chiefly in Gujerat, but their arrival was probably not regarded as dan
event of great significance, The wholly remarkable prosperity and in-
fluence of this small community at the present day was not foreshadowed
by any writers 1,000 years ago.
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more chequered than that of any other part of India,
formed from the collapse of the Hunnic dominion, up to
880, part of a kingdom ruled by a Kabul dynasty known
as Turki Shahis. The Brahman minister of the last of
these kings usurped the throne and founded ( 880 A.D.)
the so-called Brahman Shahi dynasty. After about a
century their dominion was limited to the Punjab, and
was finally overthrown by Mahmoud of Ghazni in
1021 A.D.

Sindh, of which the early history is very obscure,
had as yet taken little part in
Indian affairs. It was Aryanised
in fairly early times and had been subsequently conquered
by Alexander. It formed part of Asoka's extensive
empire, but was outside the boundaries both of the
Guptas and of Harsha. When Hiuen Tsang visited
Sindh, it was ruled over by a king of the Sudra caste.
In 712 A.D. an Arab expedition extinguished the native
line,,and for a time Sindh along with Multan formed a
part of the great Abbaside Caliphate of Bagdad. This
episode is important as being the first Mohammedan
invasion of India. The year 871 A.D. however ushered in
another period of independence, which lasted until Sindh
and Multan, like the Punjab, yielded to the conquering
might of Mahmoud early in the eleventh century.

When last they figured on these pages, Gujerat
and Kathiawar were ruled by the
powerful Valabhi dynasty. About

70 A.D. that kingdom became extinct with the death
of Siladitya VI, the nineteenth king. Probably an Arab
expedition from Sindh was responsible for this. The
only important point to notice about these provinces
is that in 941 A.D, the Solankhi or Chalukya Rajputs
inaugurated a rule which endured until the end of
the 13th century, when the country was annexed by
Mohammed I Khilji.

The beautiful valley of Kashmir has a complete
history of its own, and possesses in the Rajatarangimi* a
chronicle of surpassing interest.
Kashmir, like Sindh, was outside
the dominions of the Guptas and of Harsha, but it had
formed part of the wider Maurya empire and had also
been incorporated in the Kushana empire of Kanishka.
The authentic chronicles of the country begin about the
time of Harsha, Kashmir could boast of a long line of
authentic kings, of whom, however, many were terrible
tyrants. The country successfully resisted Mahmoud of
Ghazni, but came under a local Mohammedan ruler in
1339. [t did not form a part of the Mohammedan Indian
Empire until the reign of Akbar.

In Hindustan proper a number of Rajput chiefs
waged incessant war upon their neighbours, and about
half a dozen at one time or another
occupied a prominent position
above their fellows. The first clan
to distinguish itself in this region were the Tomaras, who
held an important position from 830 to 1040. Kanouj was
their capital and they even seem to have assumed im-
perial titles, But as other clans came to the front,
the Tomara power diminished. The Chandel Raj-
puts of Bundelkand entered upon a fierce rivalry with
their northern neighbours. ‘About gro A.D. all- the
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Tomaras of Kanoui, circ,
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* See the monumental edition of Stein.

Tomara possessions south of the Ganges were seized by
the Chandellas. The warfare between the two Houses
served the Tomaras badly in 1019 A.D. when Mahmoud
of Ghazni met with a but enfeebled resistance and
sacked the imperial town of Kanouj. Still further
weakened by this blow, the Tomara dynasty was finally
overturned in 1040 A.D. by the chief of the Gaharwar
Rajputs. Ananga Pala, the Tomara king at the time,
retained, however, a small principality in the West of his
original kingdom and founded a
fort and town at Delhi at the spot
where the Kutb mosque now
stands. The Tomaras continued to enjoy this modern
principality for more than another century, until about
1170 A.D. in default of male issue the State passed into
the hands of the Chauhan Rajputs
of Ajmir. For four centuries the
Chauhans had maintained their
rule in Ajmir where they had ably defended the western
marches of Hindustan. Prithivi Raja, the 25th of the
line, was the king in whose person the lordships of
Delhi and Ajmir were united. Famous alike as a bold
lover and a gallant warrior, he ranks as one of the popu- .
lar heroes of Northern India. He defeated a Chandella
Raja and captured Mahoba, his capital, and for some
time he confronted the Mussalman invader in 1191 A.D.,
as the head of a confederated Hindu host. Butin
1193 A.D., Delhi succumbed to the stronger force and
the native dynasty ceased to exist.

The Gaharwar dynasty was founded by Chandra
Deva, who overturned the Tomaras in 1040 A.D. It
ruled a small territory North of the Ganges—between
Kanonj and Benares—until the
Mohammedan conquest. Jaya
Chandra was the last of the line,
Immediately after the capture of Delhi, Kanouj and
Benares fell into the hands of the Moslems, and the domi-
nions of the Gaharwars were annexed to the empire of
Mohammed Ghori. The bulk of the clan migrated to the
deserts of Marwar, where they became known as Rathors,
and founded the existing principality of Jodhpur. The
Chandellas of Bundelkhand ( Jejakabhukti is the
ancient name of the terri‘ory ), like so many other
dynasties, first appear in the gth century, and by
910 A.D. had built up for them-
selves a considerable dominion by
the conquest of certain Tomara
territories, as noticed above. The reigning family distin- -
guished themselves as builders, but being surrounded
by hostile states with which they were constantly at
war, they never rose to a pre-eminence like that
achieved by several other Rajput Houses. King
Dhanga (950-999 A.D.), who lived for more than
a hundred years, and built some superb temples, was
the most noted Raja of the Chandellas. The family
suffered at the hands of Mahmoud the Iconoclast,
and were finally joverthrown in 1193 A.D. by a
general of Mohammed Ghori. Notwithstanding, they
lingered on as purely local chiefs for several
centuries.

A people who were in close proximity to the
Chandellas were the Kalachuris of Chedi. Chedi cor-
responded roughly to Berar and the Central Provinces.
A Rajput family ascended the throne in 860 A.D. and

Foundation of Delhi about
1050 A.D.

Chauhans of Ajmir and
Delhi.

The Gaharwars of Kanouj
1040-1194 A.D.

Chandellas of Bundel-
khand, 831--1193 AT
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enjoyed the usual ups and downs of fortune until it
] _ mysteriously  disappeared in
Kl e ap % 1181 AD., a few years before the
= Mohammedan conquest of North-
ern India. Wars with the Chandellas occupied most
of the attention of the Chedi dynasty, and though
one King, Gangeya Deva, obtained something like a
paramountcy over his neighbours in the 1rth century
(1or5-1040 A.D.), this extended dominion was over-
thrown by a Chandella Raja in the time of his
SUCCESSOT,

An important contemporary power in the West
were the Parmars or Paramaras of Malwa. This Rajput
clan began to reign in the old city of Ujjain about the
beginning of the gth century.
Like the other clans, they were
involved in almost ceaseless wars
with their neighbours. Still the state of Malwa was
associated gloriously with the arts of peace, and many
writers famous in the later Sanskrit literature flourished
at the Court of the Paramara Kings. Amongst the
most famous Kings were Harsha Deva, the fifth
in descent, who greatly extended the dominions of his
house, Munja, who, though a poet, fought ceaselessly and
as a rule successfully against the gha!ukyas of the
Deccan, and Bhoja, the model Raja, a celebrated patron
of learning and no mean author himself. He flourished
in the 11th century, Munja and Harsha Deva in the
1oth. The native line preserved the throne until the
beginning of the 13th century, and although a Moham-
medan dynasty succeeded it, Malwa remained a
separate unit until its incorporation in the Mogul
Empire in 1569.

In the East of Northern India two dynasties tower
over all others in this period—the Palas and the Senas,
Early in the gth century the
Palas assumed possession of Be-
har and Bengal. Their origin is
obscure, but the fact that they upheld Buddhism to
the last, right up to the time of the Mohammedan con-
quest, argues against the theory of Rajput birth. A
Brahman family, the Senas, who seem to have admin-
istered the Eastern part of the kingdom, asserted their
independence during the 11th century, and ruled the
territory East of the Ganges until the Mohammedan
invasion. They completely stamped out Buddhism
in their dominions and eventually brought Northern
Behar under their domination.

Both Palas and Senas were, however, swept away
in 1193-94 A.D. by one of Mohammed Ghori’s generals,
who met with the feeblest opposition from the native
dynasties.

Nepal alone amongst the outlying states in this
part of India preserved its independence throughout
the Mohammedan period. Having formed a part of
Asoka’s empire and been tribu-
: tary to the Guptas and to
Harsha, it definitely established its power in the gth
century and with slight changes has retained both
Buddhism and its native rule until the present day.
But throughout the middle ages its history is merely
of local importance, and need not here be noticed,
Orissa will be more conveniently classed along with
the Kingdoms of Central India.

Paramaras of Malwa,
circ, 8oo--1200 A.D.

Palas and Senas in Be-
har and Bengal.

Nepal,

Tue KINGDOMS OF CENTRAL AND SOUTHERN INDIA.

Apart from the pre-eminence of the Andhra
dynasty during four* centuries little is known about

the early history of the Deccan
The Chatukyas of the  or the great central Table-land.
: The blank which succeeded the
fall of the Andhras lasted for some three centuries,
until the great Chalukya dynasty, apparently a Rajput
family, rose to power early in the 6th century A.D.
The Kingdom of the Chalukyas was rapidly extended
throughout Central India, and Pulekesin 11 carried his
: arms successfully to Rajputana
FUlSR1Ebo0-om et S the - Nortk yand thg} Coro-
mandel ' coast in the East. The Pallavast were over-
thrown by this aggressive monarch, the kingdoms of
the extreme South acknowledged his supremacy, and
the great Emperor of the North, Harsha Vardhana,
was foiled in all attempts to penetrate Maharashtra.
Courtesies were exchanﬁed with the King of Persia, and
Hiuen Tsang was much impressed by the greatness of
Pulekesin, But his career of conquest was at last brought
; to a stop by the Pallavas of the
Wars with the Pallavas,  £ast Coast.” Constantly defeated
—750 A,D, . 5 ;
by him, and driven out of Vengi
by the force of his arms, they at length turned the
tables upon their conqueror, overthrew Pulekesin, and
reduced the Chalukya power to a condition of vas-
saldom. For a century the struggle between the two
Kingdoms continued : at one moment the Chalukyas
reasserted themselves, at another the Pallavas obtained
the ascendancy, until in the middle of the 8th century,
the Rashtrakuta family fought their way to the
iront and obtained the sovereignty of the Deccan. For
two and a quarter centuries this dynasty remained
supreme. But though the main branch of the Chalu-
kyas became extinct, there survived in the East of the
Deccan what is known as the Kingdom of the
L Eastern Chalukyas founded in
Theﬁg‘:j‘fgoc‘gf‘g’.k’as' 630 A.D. by Vishnu Vardhana,
the younger brother of Pulekesin
II. The Chalukya Emperor had after the conquest of
Vengi, early in his reign, established his brother as
Viceroy of that district on the East Coast between
the Kristna and Godaveri rivers, and his brother had
shortly afterwards asserted his independence and
founded a Kingdom which retained an unbroken
existence until 1070 A.D., when it became merged in the
great Chola Empire.

The Rashtrakutas, a family of considerable
antiquity, who succeeded to
the Western Chalukyas in the
Deccan, engaged like their pre-
decessors in constant warfare with the neighbouring
States. Nasik was for a while their capital, but about
8oo A.D. the centre of their power shifted more
inland. Govinda I1I, the sovereign at the time, was
the most remarkable figure of the dynasty. He
extended his power from the Vindhyas in the North to
Kanchi in the South, an Empire little less extensive
than that of the great Pulekesin had been. Govinda's
successors waged long and not altogether successful

‘The Rashtrakutas,
750—--973.

* See p. 23 above,
T See p. 41 below.
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war with the Cholas and the Eastern Chalukyas.
Throughout this period Buddhism steadily decayed,
and although the Jains made considerable progress
under Rashtrakuta patronage, Puranik Hinduism was
more and more the prevailing religion of the country.

The Empire of the Rashtrakutas in its turn began
to wane, and in 973 A, D, Taila, a
descendant of the old Chalukya
dynasty, succeeded in regaining
the supreme power. He founded a dynasty known as
that of the Chalukyas of Kalyana (in Haiderabad), which
also lasted for two centuries and a quarter. All the an-
cient territory of the Chalukyas was recovered by Taila,
with the exception of Gujerat. But the kingdom un-
der his successors enjoyed a very chequered existence,
being constantly at war with the growing Chola power,
and frequently defeated by it. Thus in 1000 A.D.,
Rajaraja the Great overran the country with fire and
sword, destroying without com-
punction men, women and child-
ren. The last powerful prince
of this Chalukya dynasty was
Vikramanka, and his death in 1126 A.D. was followed
by the decline of the dynasty, the Kingdom being
absorbed about the year 1190 A.D. by the Yadavas of
Devagiri in the North and the Hoysalas in the South.
The centre of the latter’s power lay in Mysore, that
of the former’s in the Western Ghats. Both dynasties
succumbed to the Mohammedans early in the 14th
century, and their doings are hardly notable enough
to demand attention in this place.

The dynastic changes we have catalogued above
are not of any great importance in themselves : but they
form a canvas on which a complete history of Central
India may perhaps some day be painted. At present
the later Hindu period is the darkest period of Indian
history, and the least instructive. Moreover, the vicis-
situdes of the Deccani dynasties are even less import-
ant than those of the Northern Kingdoms. Through-
out Indian history the more important events have taken
place in the North, and it is for this reason that notice
of the Deccan so slender as this will prove sufficient.

Orissa, although now linked with the fortunes of
Bengal, belonged of old rather to
Central than to Northern India.
A part of the early Kingdom of Kalinga, it had been
conquered by Asoka; had later reasserted its indepen-
dence, then came under the Andhra Kings, and during
the last portion of the Buddhist Period was ruled over
by adynasty called Yavanas. This term, though it gen-
erally means ‘ Greeks' or ‘Foreigners’ may simply have
been applied to a dynasty which introduced Buddhism,
for in districts where the old Hindu beliefs were cheri-
shed, the Buddhists were often known by this uncompli-
mentary  name. About 474 A.D. the Buddhist Kings
came to an end and were succeeded by the Kesarior Lion
dynasty, which introduced Puranik Hinduism, and rei-
gned for six centuries and a half. The glorious groups
of Orissa Temples, of which those at Bhuvanesvara, the
capital, ate the most elegant, belong to this period. A
dynasty, probably of Bangalee origin, and known as the
Gangetic line, succeeded to the throne of Orissa in 1132
A.D. They were ardent votaries of Vishnu, as their pre-
decessors had been ol Siva, and they retained their power

The Chalukyas of Kaly-
ana, 973—11g0 A,D,

The Hoysalas and Yada-
vas : important from
1150-1310 A, D.

The dynasties of Orissa,
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with varying fortunes until the inevitable Mohammedan
conquest, which, however, did not take place until the
middle of the 16th century, later than the overthrow
of the other Native States in the north and centre.

The history of the Kingdoms in the south of the
Peninsula is, if possible, still more meagre as regards
its early periods. A great mass of inscriptions exist,
but with few exceptions they suffer from the taint of
modernity, and little accurate information is available
for the centuries earlier than the roth of the Christian
Era. This portion of India seems to have early achieved
a considerable civilization under the Dravidians, but it
lay quite outside the scope of the
earlier Hindus, and consequently
is but seldom referredto in the
sacred books. The three tradi-
tional Kingdoms of the South were the Pandya, the Chola,
and the Chera. The two first of these were known fte
Asoka in the 3rd century B.C., and Buddhist mission-
aries were despatched to the foot of the Peninsula by
that zealous King. The Aryan civilization and ideas had
probably penetrated to the South during some part of the
Rationalist Age, * but the exact amount of Aryan influ-
ence there obtained is as uncertain as the exact date of
its first appearance. Probably the pre-Buddhistic
Hinduism took little root in the South of India, and the
Dravidian religious ideas, like the Dravidian languages,
held their own. The languages, Tamil and Telugu,
have survived to the present day, but the indigenous
beliefs succumbed first to Buddhism and Jainism, then
to Puranik Hinduism. A foreign race, the Pallavas,
early gained a footing in the South, and although their
antiquity cannot compare with that of the three tradi-
tional Kingdoms, their authentic history is older. Some
account of it shall be given in due order.

Perhaps the most ancient of the Dravidian King-
doms of the South was that of the Pandyas. It was situ-
ated in the extreme South, and
occupied, roughly, the modern dis-
tricts of Tinnevelly and Madura. It was a flourishing
Kingdom for some centuries before the Christian era,
and was ordinarily divided into five principalities. The
seat of the capital was twice changed, and was finally
fixed at Madura. The Pandyas enjoyed the exclusive
monopoly of the pearl fishery and carried on extensive
commercial  dealings with the Western world. A
Pandya King seems to have sent an embassy to Augus-
tus Cwsar, and a quantity of Roman coins have been
unearthed at Madura and other places. But no contin-
uous history of the Kingdom is possible before the
12th century A.D. From about 1000 A.D., when
the Pandyas in common with the other Kingdoms of
the South were overthrown by the Chola Emperor
Rajaraja the Great, until the middle, at least, of the
12th century, the Pandya Kingdom was in the posi-
tion of a tributary State. But from the end of the Chola
supremacy until the middle of the 16th century the
records are most numerous and the dynastic lists fairly
exact. A Sinhalese invasion in 1175 A.D. and the sack of
Madura by a Mohammedan hostin 1310 A.D. are the two
events of outstanding importance in this period. In
the latter year the Pandyan dominions, like nearly

The Dravidian Kingdoms
of the South and the
Pallavas.

The Pandya Kingdom,

* See p. 12 above,
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all the other kingdoms of the South, were -subverted
by the Moslem general Malik Kafur. The period
which ensued is almost a blank in the History of
Southern India, “Mussalman governors, representa-
tives of the old royal families, and local chiefs being
apparently engaged for years in violent internecine
struggles for supremacy.”*

The Chola country lay allong tlhe Efas%] C(l:’aStdbe-

! e tween the realm of the Pandyas
136 Chols, Kigdom, and Madras, and also included
most of the modern State of Mysore. It was an inde-
pendent kingdom at the time of Asoka, but its history
at this early date is a total blank,

The boundaries seem to have been subject to much
variation, for at one time Kanchi was the seat of a
Chola King, at another it was the abode of the head
of the Pallava confederation, who after their
arrival, perhaps at the very beginning of the Christian

o A e, ob?tina}il:cly contested iwiltlh
the Cholas the supremacy of the
i?{])‘:-v“’ wnd—gtheentty  Gouth. What ispknown as the
Chola country was disputed with
varying fortunes by the Pallavas from the znd to the
gth century A.D. From the time when the Chola Rajas
egan toregain their authority—about 860 A.D.—up to
the middle of the 13th century we have now a fairly com-
plete list of Chola Rajas, and some knowledge of their
doings. Wars with Ceylon, the Pallavas, and the
Rashtrakutas took place in the 1oth century; and at
last there arose a King, Rajaraja the Great, who became
unquestionably the Lord Paramount of the South.
The Pallavas had already been reduced to complete
dependence, and Rajaraja, who inherited their quarrels
with the more Northern Kingdoms, completely defeated
the Eastern Chalukyas and added Kalinga to his terri-
tories. Having built a powerful navy, he subdued and
annexed the island of Ceylon, and he must have reduced
the Pandya Kingdom to the position of a tributary
State. He it was who built the magnificent temple at
Tanjore, the walls of which are gloriously engraved with
the story of his victories. The successors of Rajaraja
were as militant and successful as himself, but with the
advent of the r2th century the Chola power began to
decline. The Pandyas regained
their independence ; a new dy-
nasty of mixed Chola and Chalu-
kya race arose in Vengi, and the Hoysalas became
prominent in Mysore, Though the Chola Kingdom sur-
vived the Mohammedan invasion of 1310 A.D., its chiefs
only retained a local importance; they continued to
exist as late as the 16th century, but only as feuda-
tories of Vijayanagar. The capitals of the Chola King-
dom had been first Kanchi, and then Tanjore. The
sacred city of Kanchi (Conjeeveram) enjoyed the widest
repute for learning and Sanskrit literature during the
Puranik Period. "It was a flourishing town when
Hiuen Tsang visited the South of India.

The third of the traditional Kingdoms of the south
was Chera, which lay along the
Malabar Coast from the South
of modern Travancore to Coimbatur, The Northern
part of this region appears later under the name of

Decline of Chola
Kingdom,

Chera and Kerala,

* Sewell’s Dynasties of Southern India,

Kerala, but many philologists assert that the names
of these Kingdoms are identical. In any case their
records are deficient, and they played no ascertainable
part in the wide field of Indian Political history,

This brief sketch of the Southern Kingdoms in
early and medizval times may be concluded by a
few references to the Pallavas. The importance of
this race in the Political history of South India has only
of late years been recognised,
but the industry of archaologists
has now made it possible to write
an outline of Pallava history from the 2nd to the 10oth
century A.D. On etymological grounds it is fair to
assume the connection of the Pallavas of the South
with the Pallavas of West and North, who invaded
India early in the Christian Era, and were defeated by
the Andhra King Vilivayakura IL* How, if this con-
nection be a fact, an offshoot of the invading tribe found
its way to the South, we do not know; but in the 2znd
century A.D. the Pallavas were already a ruling race
in the Sonth-East of the Peninsula. They had adopted
Hinduism, and they formed a confederation of three
separate principalities, the King at Kanchi generally
occupying the position of over-lord. Though the Pal-
lavas were defeated by Samudra Gupta in the 4th cen-
tury, they had supplanted the Chola Kings in the South-
East, a.ndy had penefrated through Mysore to the Malabar
Coast. From 575 to 770 A.D. a complete Pallava geneal-
ogy has been reconstructed, During this period al-
most incessant war raged between the Pallavas and the
Chalukyas. Although Vengi, the seat of the Northern
Pallava principality, was definitely lost, and became
the capital of the Eastern Chalukya Kingdom, the
great war with the Western Chalukyas, Pulekesin II
and his successors, not seldom turned in favour of the
Pallavas of Kanchi. The struggle was continued with
the Rashtrakutas who supplanted the Chalukyas in
the middle of the 8th century.t When the Rashtra-
kutas themselves passed into oblivion, the Pallava
power, though weakened, still existed in the South, but
the rising fortunes of the Cholas under Rajaraja the
Great, at last put an end to the independence of the
Pallavas. For eight centuries the intruders had lorded
it over the Cholas, rightful possessors of the soil : but
henceforth the Pallava Rajas held no more than alimit-
ed feudatory position under the Chola Kings, and this
they seem to have retained until the 13th century,
The nature of their dominion, a rule super-imposed
upon the legitimate territorial Kingdoms, their confed-
eration system, and their habit of levying blackmail,
warrant a fairly close comparison between the Pallavas
of the Hindu Period and the Mahrattas of a later day.

II. Religious, Social and Economic conditions.,

The most complete picture of India in the early
Puranik Period which we have is contained in the
account of Hiuen Tsang, the Chinese traveller, who jour-
neyed across the length and
breadth of the land slightly before
the middle of the 7th century.
He came as a Buddhist pilgrim to visit tlZe Buddhist
sacred places and to study the sacred books; but
during his stay of 15 years he studied and observed

Pallava Dominion, 2nd
to roth century A.D.

Travels of Hiuen Tsang.
629—645 A.D.

* See p. 25 above.
+ See p. 39 above,
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contemporary conditions with such effect that his
Travels throw a flood of light upon what would
otherwise be a very dark period of Indian history.
Much of what we know about the great Emperor
Harsha is derived from the Chinese traveller, and from
the same source we can gather much valuable in-
formation conceining the manners and customs of
the time. Passing through Afghanistan, where Bud-
dhism had degenerated intoa low idolatry, he arrived
in Kashmir where Hinduism and Buddhism were
flourishing side by side. Thence he journeyed through
Northern India from the Punjab to Bengal. Kanouj,
the capital of the Northern Empire, was a city of great
wealth and extreme magnificence. Though Harsha
was a zealous Buddhist, the people were almost equally
divided between the two religions. The traveller was
present at one of the great quinquennial assemblies
which the Buddhists held at Kanouj. The gorgeous
processions and idolatrous pageantry were of a kind
unknown in the days of early Buddhism. On these
occasions the King scattered his largess freely among
the people. Proceeding past the cities of the Ganges,
of wﬁich Allahabad and ﬁenares, both staunch centres
of Hinduism, were the chief, the pilgrim arrived at
Magadha, the holy land of the Buddhists.
had crumbled into ruins, but the country abounded in
Buddhist monasteries and sanctuaries. The magnificent
temple of Gaya and the vast menastic university of
Nalanda were the most impressive buildings in India.
Hiuen Tsang remained five years at Nalanda, studying
the Buddhist scriptures and the literature of the
Brahmans. Toleration being the most striking feature
of Buddhism, it is hardly surprising to find that this
%reat religious institution attracted Brahmans as well as

uddhists and offered facilities for the study of that reli-
gion which was its greatest rival. From Magadha
Hiuen Tsang journeyed to Bengal, and thence towards
the South of India through Orissa, where Buddhism was
still the prevailing faith, and Kalinga, which was now
of inferior impertance and overgrown with jungle.
Passing through the newly established Kingdom of the
Eastern Chalukyas, the nucleus of the ancient Andhra
Empire, he arrived at Kanchi, one of the finest cities
of India. This ald Chola city was now in the hands of
the Pallavas, but Buddhist monks and monasteries
still abounded there. The disturbed condition of the
South, and of Ceylon, induced the traveller to turn West
from this point and he journeyed along the Western
Ghats to Gujerat and Malwa through Maharashtra,
where Pulekesin I then held sway. Through most
of Western India, as in the valley of the Ganges,
Hinduism was the prevailing religion, although
Buddhism was by no means extinct. On the
whole there is no doubt that
Buddhism was declining in
the new form of Hinduism, Puranik
Hinduism,* rapidly taking its place. Buddhism
had grown corrupt: the spirit of . the faith
was dead, and it had sunk to the level of an idola-
trous system, taking delight in ceremonial and out-

Decline of Buddhism.

India, and

* It is to be noticed that the decline of Buddhism was gradual, and
on the whole peaceful. Little persecution took place, and that was
sporadic.

Pataliputra .
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ward forms. An impersonal religion and an ethical
faith, such as Buddhism originally and essentially was,
could not permanently satisfy the superstitious long-
ings of the illiterate masses. This practical defect
explains the rise of the later or Mahayana form of
Buddhism, which gave to that religion a fresh lease of
life and popularity in  India.
But when once Buddhism began
to make concessions to idolatry
and superstition, it was doomed to
failure. The Brahmans were far more skilful at such
compromise, and Hinduism in their hands was far more
adaptable. And the priesthood found able coadjutors
in the Kings. What the Gupta Emperers began, the
Rajput Rajas concluded. Hence the Hindu faith,
transformed to meet the needs of the moment, and
skilfully incorporating the more popular aspects of
Buddhism itself, came at last to satisfy the conserva-
tive instincts of the Hindus more completely than its
rival. Buddhism, which had lost its ungquestioned pre-
dominance as early as the 4th century, and which
was steadily declining in the 7th, had sunk to a
position of absolute insignificance by the Toth,
and was completely eclipsed by the 12th
century.

The Puranik Hinduism, which had thus established
itself so firmly before the advent of the Mohammedans,
differed greaily from the simple Vedic faith, both in
doctrine and observance. The elemental gods of the
Veda, to whom alone sacrifices
had been offered, were ranked

Buddhism one of the
constituents of Modern
Hinduism,

Nature of Modern Pura-
nik Hinduism, Doctrinsl
differences between it and

the Vedic faith. Puranik faith, and almost entirely

ceased to be the object of propi-
tiation by sacrifice. The Supreme Trinity,—Brahma the
Creator, Vishnu the Preserver, and Siva the Destroyer
—supplanted Indra, Agni, Varuna, and their col-
leagues. The Vedic gods have not only taken a lower
place in the modern indu faith, but their attributes
and nature have undergone change, and a host of new
deities has been elevated to a position of equality with
them. The three supreme gods were recognised in a
number of separate incarnations. Thus Rama and
Krishna, semi-mythical Indian Kings, were worshipped
as incarnations of the great god Vishnu. Wives also
had to be found for the gods, more especially the
Trinity, and this necessity accounts for the appearance
of new goddesses, such as Lakshmi and Kali. Legends

and tales innumerable anent these |

Formation of sects among

Puranik Hindue, gods and goddesses were manu-

factured by the priests and incor-
porated in the Puranas. Then a further development
in belief took place. Owing to the difficulty experienc-
ed in worshipping three several deities, sects arose
within Hinduism, with the purpose of emphasizing
one or other of the supreme gods almost to the
exclusion of the rest. While the more spiritual
of the Brahmans fixed their minds upon the
idea of oneness in the deity in the person of
Brahma, the less cultured classes tended to worship
either Vishnu or Siva as the Supreme God. Those
who elevated Vishnu to this position were called
Vishnavas, and those who paid their respects
almost exclusively to Siva, were known as

together as minor deities-by the

L.
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Sivaites.* The latter by the reverence they showed to
the Zinga as the symbol of their deity earned also the
name of Lingayats, by which they are generally known
to-day. But it must be remembered that these sects are
aothing more than sects. ‘‘They represent only two
different views of the same religion—one more tender
and refined, the other (the Sivaites) more coarse and

passionate.”’ As regards observ-
nDiff*-‘bf:?mni?he OE,S:JL ance, the main difference between
and Prifanik rallgions, the Vedic and the Puranik faith,

is the absence of image worship in
the first, and its widespread adoption in the second.
Temples and idols were alike unknown in the days before
Buddhism appeared in India: they were both the legacy
of that religion after its decay. The custom of offering
libations on the domestic hearth, peculiar to the Vedic
religion, now gave place to gorgeous temple observ-
ances, which increased the importance of the priests,
and diminished the privileges of the laity. Religious
rites and knowledge became more and more the mono-
poly of priests ; the land was crowded with Brahmans
and with temples; ceremonies and pilgrimages were
organized on agigantic scale, and on everysuch occasion
gifts were lavished on the priests, who thus fattened on
the ignorance and blind veneration of the multitudes.

The triumph of Hinduism involved the triumph
of caste. And here a difference is noticeable between
the social conditions in the early, and those in the later,
Puranik Period. The testimony
of the Dharma Shastras, from the
time of Yajnavalkya to the dark ages of the 8th and
9th centuries, proves that the first three castes were
still entitled to the performance of religious rites and
to the study of the Vedas, while even the despised
Sudras practised at least some inferior Hindu rites.
But, when Alberunit wrote in the 1rth century, the
Vaisyas were fast degenerating to the rank of Sudras,
and had been deprived of their ancient heritage of
religious learning. So great was the social and reli-
gious revolution which had taken place since the time
of Manu, and even since the time of Yajnavalkya !
The unhappy Vaisyas were henceforth given new names
according to their professions, and relegated to the
bottom of the social list under the head of mixed
castes, like the aborigines of old.

A similar degeneracy is apparent in the position
allocated to woman, and in the matter of marriage,
Although the absolute seclusion of women was unknown
until after the Mohammedan conquest, their status was
becoming steadily lower, and there is even a marked
difference between the early and the later Puranik
Period in this respect. Early mar-
riage was commoner in the 5th
century A.D. than in the 5th
century B.C., but it was not yvet universal, if we are
to believe the poets. Again, women wrote and read,
played music, and amused themselves by painting.
Widow remarriage had been dying out for centuries,
but the custom was not yet extinct. But by the end of
the Puranik Age widow remarriage was absolutely

Growing severity of caste,

Decline in the Sstatus of
Woman,

* Siva-wership became popular rather earlier than Visbnu-worship,
The evidence of literature and architecture is especially valuable in this
vonnection, ‘The most popular form of Vishnu-worship was the cult of
Krishna, an incarnation of the Preserver,

+ See Note below,

prohibited, and widows had either to live and face ill-
treatment for the rest of their lives, or mount the
funeral pyre. The practice of Sati had been gaining
gradual approbation for centuries, and it was now at
; length universally recommend-
yid ed, though it was never universal-
ly practised. It is first mentioned in the Puranik
Literature, although suicide in case of unsupportable
grief, whether of male or female, had been occasionally
indulged in from the very beginning of Hindu history.
The widespread adoption of suicide in the case of
widows—under the name of Sati—affords ample proof
of the inferior position now ascribed to woman. Such
a barbarous custom was only possible when the res-
pect due to woman for her own sake had been lost.
On the other points the position of woman had changed
for the worse before the 12th century. Child-marriage
was becoming more popular, and men no longer
married women of inferior castes.

Much interesting information about manners and
customs can be gleaned from the Dharma Shastras of
the period, as well as from the later poets of the Sanskrit
revival. We find depicted in the dramatic litera-
ture of the time some pleasing pictures of domestic life ;
still they are clouded by the lack of an independent

- existence conceded to women. Complete lists of

domestic ceremonies are to be
found in the law books : every im-
portant event in a man’s life from his birth onwards
was regulated by religion. The basis of these rules is
to be found in the Sutras of the Rationalist Age, but
the tendency was for them to become more numerous
and complicated as time went on. The rules laid down
for civil and criminal law and
administration are so similar to
those noticed in preceding chapters,* that no further
attention need be paid to them in this place. Albe-
runi tells us that jth of the produce of the soil
was due to the ruler; and labourers, artisans and
traders paid taxes calculated on their incomes. Only
Brahmans were exempt from all taxes.} Immun-
ity from capital punishment was another Brahman-
ic privilege which was still insisted on. The popula-
tion seems to have still been addicted to gambling,
while at the Courts of Kings drinking and immorality
were all too common. The wealth

were still a comparatively small
class, and they inhabited luxurious palaces in the great
towns, besides possessing extensive villas and gardens in
the suburbs.  Ujjain was an even larger and more pros-
perous city than Kanouj in the period we are descri bing.
The progress of the sciences was considerable during
the earlier centuries of the Puranik Period, and will be
noticed in the following section. Arts and industries
also flourished, particularly archi-
tecture, but the contempt shown
by the upper castes for all manual workers inevitably
prevented such higher progress in the arts as can only
be obtained when intellect and manual skill work hand
in hand. Gorgeous temples arose on all sides, Pecu-
liar styles of architecture became
associated with the North, the
Deccan, and the South, but these works shine rather by

Domestic Rules,

Law and administration,

Amusements,

Arts and Industries,

Architecture,

* See pp. 13, 30 above,
T Alberuni's India, ch, LXVII. The book was written in 1030 A,D,
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reason of their beauty in sculptured detail and minute
ornamentation than by any grand conception of design.
The temples of Madura, Tanjore and Tinnevelly
are amazing for their endless detail, and their decora-
tive skill, but the creative intellect which reigned
supreme in Greece, and alone could supply the master-
ieces of design, was rarely pos-
sible in India where on religious
and caste grounds intellect was
divorced from the fine arts. But in their own sphere
the decorative artists of India have ever been unri-
valled for their skill. Along with merchantsand bankers
there flourished in the great towns capable workers in
stones and metals, jewellers, embroiderers and carvers.
“ These artists found a market all through the known
world, and the products of their skill were appreciated
in the Court of Haroun-al-Raschid in Bagdad, and
astonished the great Charlemagne and his rude barons
who, as an English poet has put it, raised their visors
and looked with wonder on the silks and , brocades
and jewellery which had come from the East to the
infant trading marts of Europe.”’
(II1.) Literature and Learning.

The present period was exceedingly prolific in reli-
gious literature, although for the most part the works of
that nature composed after 500 A.D., lack the
authority of the earlier and more sacred books. The
majority of the Puranas belong to this epoch, as the
name given to the period shows ;
yet the more authoritative Vayu
Purana, the Matsya and perhaps
the Vishnu Puranas were compiled in the Buddhist
Age* Similarly with the Dharma Shastras. About
sixteen were written in the Puranik Age, but all yield in
importance to the greater work of Manu, composed,
as we have seen, in the Buddhist Age. Probably also the
Code of Yajnavalkya, frequently alluded to above, was
written in the 4th or sth century. In any case he is
later than Manu., Some of the others, which in their

resent form date from Puranik times, were, doubtless,

Tecast editions of earlier works. They were recast to
suit the changed beliefs and practices of the times,
and accordingly they may with justice be used as sources
for the religion and law of the Puranik Hindus. They
are more valuable in this respect than the bulk of the
Puranas, which underwent considerable change after
the Mohammedan conquest.

The wonderful development of poetry and the
drama, which accompanied the Sanskrit revival under
the Gupta Kings, continued its course until the dark
centuries of the Puranik Age. Thus, some of the great-
est names in Sanskrit literature belong to the 7th
and 8th centuries. Kalidasa had a host of worthy
successors, who more or less consciously moulded their
works on his. The cultured
Harsha attracted to his court a
circle of learned men. He himself was the reputed
author of the two great 7th century plays, the
Ratnavali, or *Necklace,’ and the Pn'yadmsikrz, or
Gracious Lady.’ Some literary
critics ascribe the first, at least,
{o Banabhatta, more commonly
known as Bana, author of the Harsha Charita, ¢A Life

Divorce of intellect from
the fine arts in India,

Puranas and Dharma
Shastras,

The Drama.

th Century. Harsha and
Banabhatta.

* See p, 34 above,

of Harsha” Whether these plays can really claima royal
authorship or not, their merits in spite of plagiarisms
from Kalidasa are undeniable. The first is a love play,
in which the passion of a king fora hand-maiden of his
queen is beautifully described. The second is likewise a
romantic drama, and describes the progress of a royal
love affair. It is especially interesting, in that Hindu
gods and goddesses are mixed up with Buddhist objects
of veneration. Such a blending of belief and objects of
worship was, we know from other evidence, common
enough at the time.

A contemporary of Harsha and Bana was the eminent
Bhartrihari, equally great as grammarian, philosopher
and poet. His most famous work in verse is the Ni#i
Sataka, or ‘ One Hundred Verses on Conduct.” The
moral truths therein conveyed were especially valuable
in an age of growing formalism and ceremonial.

A century later there arose Bhavabhuti, a native of
Berar, and next to Kalidasa, the
greatest dramatist of India. Des-
pite his fantastic and highly artificial style, he overwhelms
by his power of portraying the weird. In the Court
of the Kashmir King who had overthrown Yasovarman
of Kanouj, Bhavabhuti wrote his masterpieces. Those
preserved to us are the Malati Madhava, < The loves of
Malati and Madhava,’ the Madahavira Charita, * The
story of Rama’s Early Life’ and the Uttara Rama
Charita, dealing with the remainder of that hero’s life.
This dramatist, while his incidents and plot are unna-
tural and extravagant, displays a matchless power of
description, together with a pathos and tenderness
hardly inferior to that of Kalidasa. Above all, he ex-
cels in the weird. In the Malati Madhava, for instance,
he ‘* conjures up scenes that seize the imagination with
a reality more vivid, and a spell more weird and uncanny
than even the witch’s scene in Macbeth or the Wal-
purgis Night in Faust.''* This play is moreover valu-
able for the light it throws on certain phases of the
more obscure superstitious rites of Hinduism, the
Tantric practices of the Saktas, or worshippers of the
creative side of each deity, personified in a female form.,

Finally, we may notice a play of unknown author-
ship and date, but which has with some credibility been
ascribed to a period slightly anterior to the age of Har-
sha. This is the Mrichchhakatika, or ¢ Mud Cart,’ a play
dealing, not with the exalted loves of princes and prin-
cesses, but with men and wonien in the ordinary walks of
life. Mingled with the Sanskrit
are the various Prakrit dialects,
different characters being represented as speaking the
different vernaculars belonging to Northern India.f The
play differs essentially from all other plays of the classic
period. In its dramatic interest, in its realistic view of
life. in its humour and raciness, it is unique in the literary
history of India. Itis eminently dramatic, and has
been acted with success in Europe, a test which no other
classic drama of Indian literature is capable of support-
ing. Moreover, it throws much light upon the history
of the people in those far-off days, revealing the different
types of character as men of living flesh and blood, and

gth Century. Bhavabhuti,

The Mrichchhakatika.

% Frazer’s Literary History of India, p. 289,

+ Sanskrit was already giving place to the Prakrits, the ancestors of
the present day vernaculars, From the rise of the Rajputs onwards,
Sanskrit gradually sank to the position of a dead language, such as Latin

holds in Kurope,
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affording an interesting commentary on the police and
judicial systems of the time, the manners and occupa-
tions, particularly the amusements, of the people.

Few other Sanskrit plays are still extant, and those
of inferior merit. But there are a number of Maha-
kavyas or short epics, belonging to the Puranik Period,
Kalidasa had worthy successors in
this branch of literature, as in the
drama. Bharani has left a vigor-
ous and spirited epic, the Kirafarjuniam, which deals
with some episodes from the Mahabharata, It is notice-
able how frequently the two great Indian epics have been
drawn upon by later Sanskrit poets for their subject-
matter. Bhartrihari, the most versatile genius of the
7th century, wrote epics as well as the Safakas. The
period of Rajput greatness was also not without its
poets. King Bhoja,* himself a versifier of note, attached
other men of letters to his court. Jayadeva of Bengal,
who flourished in the 12th century at the court of the
Sena King, Lakshmana, wrote the Gita Govinda, ¢ the
most melodious song that has ever been written in
Sanskrit,”” the Hindu counterpart of the mystical song
of Solomon. It has been rendered into beautiful English
verse by Sir Edwin Arnold.

India has not been deficient in prose romances.
Among Sanskrit works of fiction the following should be

1 noticed:—(r) The Fables of Pilpay,
iction, .

the current name for a series of
fables anonymously compiled, perhaps in the 6th
century, and properly kncwn as the fables of the Pancha-
tantra ; (2) the Dasa-Kumara-Charita ¢ Adventures uf the
Ten Princes,” an ornate and artificial work written by
Dandin in the age of Harsha; (3) the Kadambari of
Bana, a wild story of overmastering passion, very ornate
and extravagant in style and incident ; (4) the Vasava-
datta of Subandhu, a love tale abounding in the super-

natural, also composed in the age of Harsha.

The present period was less prolific than the two pre-
ceding periods in philosophic treatises. The six systems
were already complete, but the ultimate triumph of the
orthodox philosophy took place
in the age of Puranik Hinduism.
The Vedanta systems and the Vedic rites were cham-
pioned, the first successfully, and the second unsuccess-
fully, by the great commentaries of Kamarila and
Sankara Acharya, whose theologico-philosophic contro-
versies belong to the 7th and gth centuries respectively.t

Astronomy and mathematics claim more particular
mention. The superiority of the Hindus in these sciences
was well maintained in the Puranik Age. Aryabhatta,
who lived early in the 6th century, was a famous writer
on astronomy and algebra. He boldly maintained the
theory of the revolution of the
earth on its own axis, and under-
stood the true causes of the lunar
and solar eclipses. Moreover, his calculation of the
earth’s circumference was fairly accurate. He was
shortly succeeded by Varahamihira, a most encyclopzdic
writer. His great work, the Brikat Sanhita, deals with
astronomy, meteorology, geography, flora, and fauna,
precious stones, the commodities of India, temples,
images, and a host of other matters. It is an inexhaus-
tible mine for the historian and the archaologist,

Poems, epic and
lyrie.

Philesephy,

Astronomy and
Mathematics,

* See p. 39 above.
t See p. 34 above.

Then came Brahma Gupta in the 7th century. His astro-
nomical system is a monument of the learning of the
time. The dark age of internecine strife was likewise
a dark age in literature and science. But with the
Rajput revival learning also revived, and in the first
part of the rzth century the renowned Bhaskaracharya
wrote his immortal Siddhanta Sivomani. It treats of
various sciences, including algebra, arithmetic, trigo-
nometry and astronomy. The Hindus were the earliest
people to apply algebra to astronomical investigations
and geometrical demonstrations, Their works on algebra
and trigonometry were translated by Arabian writers
as early as the 8th century, and then found their way
into Europe. It was through this channel also that the
decimal notation invented by the Hindus, together with
the numerals from one to nine and the cypher, found
their way to the West and became the property of the
whole civilized world. It cannot then be too often
repeated that the veneration of Hellenism should not
blind us to the debt which civilization owes to the most
Eastern branch of the Aryan race,

The antiquity of Hindu medicine, and the progress
made by Hindus in the various branches of medical
science has mnow been thoroughly established. The
Hindus can be proved to have
studied medicine before the
Greeks, and even Hippocrates, the so-called * Father of
Medicine,” borrowed his Materia Medica from India.
But although medical science was well advanced on
the Ganges when the Greek learning was yet unborn,
seientific works on the subject were of a later date.
The writings of Charaka and Susruta are the most ancient
extant medical works of the Hindus. Charaka is now
plausibly ascribed to the Kushana Period, and Susruta
perhaps wrote early in the Puranik Age. Both divide
their works into numerous heads, and are most exhaus-
tive. The structure of the body, surgery, the various
kinds of diseases, and their cure, epidemics and antidotes,
are a few of those divisions. /The preparation of chemi-
cal compounds and tle medicinal use of metals were
known to Hindu physicians. The number of vegetable
drugs mentioned by th:se writeis is amazing. Surgery,
which suffered such a marked/ decline in subsequent
centuries, in those early days gttempted the most diffi-
cult operations. One hundred afid twenty-seven different
surgical instruments are descfibed, and students are
recommended to practise on yegetable substances and
dead animals. The fame of Hpndo medicine in the an-
cient world was such that Alexgnder the Great employed
Hindu physicians for tasksjwhich were beyond ‘the
knowledge of his Greeks, andfleven centuries ago two

. . Hindu floctors were appointed as
n‘mh%‘iiﬁié\g eelicat Court [physicians to {)he Great
' Kalip!fHaroun-al-Raschid of Bag-
dad. But with political and social degeneracy came
the decay of science and leafing, so that the descend-
ants of the pioneers of npdicine and surgery are
now dependent upon the Howledge of the West in
these as in all other branch¢ of science. The civiliza-
tion of the East arose and dgveloped earlier than that of
the West : but social and pdlitical canditions, if not the
structure of the oriental miyd, browght this flourishing
civilization to a full stop, #nd did not admit of that
continuous progress whick the mdre energetic races
of Europe have so signally displaed.

Medicine,
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The Army in India.

PART I—Historical Review.

THE charter granted to the East India Com-
pany in 1661 empowered them to
Power of the . I. C. to . despatch ships of war, men and
’a's"“f:““ and t0 - arms  for the defence of their
ge war. -
factories, and to make peace or
war with any people who were not Christians. This
power, which was somewhat enlarged by the charter
of 1608 (which gave them authority to raise and
maintain troops for the defence of their settlements),
was renewed in 1753; but it was not till the passing
of the Act of Parliament of 1773,* that the competency
of the Company to wage war was clearly and specifically
recognized.

For some years prior to 1661, however, armed [ol-
lowers had beén entertained as
guards for the Company’s vari-
ous factories and as personal
escorts for their employés, and these armed followers
increased in number as the Company’s transactions
and obligations extended. Till the declaration of war
with France in 1744, the European soldiers were few
in numbers and their duties were limited to defence of
the different scettlements, while the native irfegulars
(peons, cofferies, buxarries or sepoys), were employed
principally on civil or police duties. The capture of
Madras by the French in 1746 and, subsequently, the
active and ambitious part taken by them in local
politics forced the hands of the East "India Company,
who were obliged to turn their attention to the
organization and improvement of the military forces
at their command.

Of the years 1628-1746, which are the first dealt with
below, there is little to relate, as,
beyond a few attempted raids by
Mahrattas and the expedition against the Nawab of
- Dacca in 1686, the period is bare of noteworthy mili-
tary incident.

The first English military garrison in India was

that of the factory at Armegon,
i i 2 which in 1628 ccglsisted ofg 28
soldiers with 12 pieces of ordnance. In 1644-5 small
parties of English recruits, with comparatively large
quantities of ordnance and military stores, were sent
out for the newly built Fort St. George. completing
that garrison to a strength of 100 European soldiers.
This force and the garrison of Fort St. David, estab-
lished at Cuddalore in 16g0-1, experienced many flue-
tuations in strength and, at times, considerable

Early military require-
ments,

Period 1628-1746.

* 13 Geo, II1., Cap. xiii,

difficulty in obtaining recruits, till 1746, when each
of these garrisons consisted of some 200 European
soldiers, including artillery.*

In addition, each European Company of soldiers
hada varying number of topasses (Portuguese recruited
locally), or lascars, attached to it; and considerable
bodies of native irregulars, or peons as they were ordin-
arily termed, were maintained. The latter, serving
under native leaders, were armed with swords and buck-
lers, bows and arrows, or other primitive weapons, and
were intended primarily for escort and police duties,
but at times were employed on military service. Al-
though when disciplined some years later these men
made excellent soldiers, they were not at this time of
much military value and, in times of special danger,
were constantly displaced by Rajputs, hired for the
occasion.

The European civilians were formed into trained
bands, which furnished at one period a troop of Volun-
teer Horse and a company of Artillery towards the de-
fence of Fort St. George, and the Portuguese and other
inhabitants of the settlement were all liable to military
service ; for instance, in 1688, in face of a threatened
attack by Mahrattas, the Portuguese and Gentoo in-
habitants of Madras were ordered to furnish *‘ 1 man
in arms for each house or family that have 2z men."’

On the establishment of the Hughli factory in 1640
the Nawab of Bengal limited the
number of armed retainers to be
maintained by the Company to an Ensign and 30 men ;
in 1681, on the appointment of a separate English
Governor for the factories in Bengal, this party was
reinforced by ‘‘a corporal of approved fidelity and
courage, with 2o soldiers;’’ and in 1683 a further addi-
tion of 2 companies wzs made : one of them consisting
of European soldiers from Fort St. George, the other
being made up of sailors from the Company’s vessels in
Bengal. In 1699, Bengal became a Presidency and the
European military force at this time amounted to some
300 men, including 100 artillerymen called ‘' the
gunner and his crew.”” It gradually increased till
1746 when it consisted of 5 companies of Infantry
and 1 of Artillery.

As in Madras, the European companies were aug-
mented by the attachment of topasses and lascars ;
native irregulars, called buxarries, were main-
tained in comparatively large numbers; and the
civilian inhabitants were liable to military service in
defence of their settlement. It is to be remarked,

Bengal, 1640-1746,

* The Artillery Company or ** Gunroom Crew” of Fort St. George
consisted in 1740 of :—1 Gunner and 4 Gunper's Mates, 1o Quarter Gun-
ners, 35 Europeans, 100 Topasses, 1 Syrang, 2 Tindalls and 35 Lasears,
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however, that it was not till 1742, that the [European,
Armenian and Portuguese inhabitants were regularly
embodied into a Militia,

In 1662, Sir Abraham Shipman was sent from Eng-
land with 400 soldiers to hold
Bombay for the Crown. Owing to
objections on the part of the Portuguese as to the mean-
ing of the term Bombay, the party landed in Anjedeva
instead, whence they were transferred to Madras in 1664 ;
by 1665, when Bombay was ceded finally, Shipman and
many others had died ; and the party that landed in
Bombay had dwindled to 1 officer and 113 men. When
Bombay was made over to the East India Company
in 1668, the officers and men were offered, and accept-
ed, service under the Company. In 1676 the force in
Bombay consisted of 2 companies of 200 men each,
which by 1746 had increased to 8 companies (including
1 Grenadier Company), aggregating some 1,500 officers
and men including artillery.  This number, however,
also includes topasses, who composed rather more than
half the force.

The native irregulars, called sepoys, consisted
in 1746 of 6 companies, each under the command
of a Subehdar, and totalled about 700 of all ranks ;
as regards their military value, these men do not
appear to have differed materially from the pecns and
buxarries of Madras and Bengal, although, apparently,
somewhat better organized.*

The Militia at Bombay in 1676 had an enrolled
strength of 600 men, who were all possessors of land
in the island.

The years 1746-96 saw the Company’s obligations
extended in every direction and, in
consequence, the rapid augmenta-
tionof their military forces. The capture and defence
of Arcot in 1751, followed by the recapture of Calcutta
and the battle of Plassey in 1757, were the principal
incidents at the beginning of a period which was to see
French, Dutch, Mughal Viceroys, Rohillas, Mahrattas
and Tipu Sultan, all defeated in their turn, and the East
India Company involved, further and further, in a policy
which was to found the British Empire in the East.

The 30th Foot, the first Royal regiment to arrive
in India, reached Madras in 1754,
and accompaniad Clive to Bengal
in 1737. In 1758, the 79th, 84th
and g6th Foot arrived in India, but were recalled in
1764, when many of the officers and men accepted
transfer to the Company’s service. In 1779, the
71st Highlanders (then™ 73rd) were sent to Madras,
to be followed by 4 other battalions [the 72nd
Highlanders (then 78th), the 73rd Highlanders (then
2-42nd) Fullerton’s (g8th) and Humberstone's (zooth)
Foot] and the 1gth Light Dragoons. In 1787, four more
battalions, which had been specially raised for the
East India Company (the 74th and 75th Highlanders
and the 76th and 77th Foot), were sent out ; the 36th
and s2nd Foot and the 14th and r5th Hanoverians also
reached India about this time: giving a total of I
regiment of Dragoons and 13 battalions of infantry.

Bembay, 1662-1746.

Period 1746-1796.

King's Troops in India,
1746-1796.

* Sir John Maleolm in his * Government of India’ contends that it
was at Bombay that the first native corps were disciplined by the English
about 1746-7: most other authorities give Madras, and a later date, i

After the capitulation of F ortCSt. George, the Gov-

. ernor and Council at Fort St.

Madras, 1746179 David at once began to raise
troops.

European Cavalry—A troop of European cavalry
was raised in 1748, but it never attained to any appre-
ciable strength, and by 1758 must have disappeared
entirely, for in that year, orders issued for the Taising
of a troop of 2 officers and 36 N.-C. Officers and men.
In 1762, there were 2 English troops and 1 troop of
foreign hussars, but they did not last long, for the latter
were disbanded in 1769, and the former, after dwin-
dling to a strength of 30 or 4o for several years, were
abolished finally in 1784.

Native Cavalry.—In 1758, a body of 500 native cav-
alry were raised by a native officer, but they were not a
success and had disappeared by 1768, when it was
found necessary to organize mative cavalry by mount-
ing 500 selected sepoys. In 1784, 4 regiments of
the Nawab’s cavalry, which for some years had been
officered by Europeans, were taken over by the Com-
pany; they mutinied almost at once, however, and
three of them were disbanded, 2 fresh regiments being
formed from the loyal remnant : to these, 2 regiments
were added in 1785 and another in 1787, bringing the
total to 5.

Artillery.—There was a small party of gunnersat
Fort St. David in 1746 under 2 ensigns and 2 master
gunners, who, in 1749, were raised to the strength of a
company of 5 officers and 110 N.-C. Officers and men ; a
second company was raised for Fort St, George in 1752,
where, in 1758, at the commencement of the siege of
Madras there were :—Royal Artillery, 148 officers and
men : Madras Artillery, 70 officers and men. In 1763-4,
the Royal Artillery were recalled to England, many of
the men, however, accepting service under the Company;
and this led to the organization in 1765 of 3 companies
of Madras Artillery. The strength gradually increased,
and in 1768, a battalion of 5 companies was formed,
which by 1790 had risen to 2 battalions of 5 companies
cach. The corps of gun lascars was organized in 1779
in 24 companies, to rise to 30 companies by 1790.

Engineers.—There were a small number of Engineer
officers employed continuously throughout this period.

European Infantry—These amounted to about 200
at Fort St. David in 1746, and their strength was
augmented after the capitulation of Madras by
detachments from Bengal and Bombay of 100 men each,
and by 150 men from England. In 1748,7 companies
of 3 officers and 81 N.-C. Officers each were formed,
and by 1758 had so increased that they were organized
in 2 battalions of 7 companies each; their numbers still
continued to rise till 1770, when they were organized in
1 Tegiment of 4 battalions, altered in 1785 to 4 regi-
ments of 1 battalion each.

A foreign legion was raised in 1768 and disbanded
in 1780. In 17903, the Swiss regiment of Neufchatel,
or De Murion, was transferred from the service of the
Dutch East India Company in Ceylon to the British
service in India : it was composed of 10 companies and
was about 800 strong when it arrived in Madras.

Native Infantry—The peons in Fort St. David in
1747, numbering about 3,000, were organized in com-
panies under native leaders and were trained partially by
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Europeans, but in 1758, when 2 battalions of them were
formed under the command of Licutenant Charles Tod,
it was said of them that, though they had behaved well
under fire on several occasions, they were still undisci-
plined and unable to manceuvre in the field. In 1760,
0 battalions of them (of 9 companies each) were formed
under the command of British officers (2 Subalterns,
and 3 Sergeant Majors to each battalion). This expe-
riment, the organization and success of which was
mainly due to Major Stringer Lawrence, was the begin-
ning of the Madras native army, which for the next 30
years or so continued to increase in numbers and im-
prove in efficiency. In 1765, when the force consisted
of 13 battalions, British Captains were appointed to the
command, and in 1773, to a force of 18 battalions,
formed in 3 brigades of 6 battalions each, Adjutants
were added to the Captain, 5 Lieutenants and 5 Ensigns
with each battalion. By 1794, after various changes
in the size and number (per battalion) of companies,
and also in the number of battalions, the force had
risen to a strength of 36 battalions.

A corps of guides, for survey work and work under
the Intelligence Department, was raised in 1774,
reduced in 1782 and again raised in 1787.

Militia, Volunteers, &c.—During the siege of Madras
in 1758, three companies (r European, 2 native) of Vo=
lunteer Pioneers were formed and did good service.

Till the capture of Fort William, with its terrible se-
quel of the ‘ Black Hole ’ in 1756,
and the subsequent arrival of
Clive in the following year, there is nothing of mili-
tary interest in Bengal to relate.

European Cavalry.—Two troops of European Dra-
goons and one of Hussars were raised from the European
infantry in 1760, were organized into one efficient troop
in 1764, and 1n the following year, with the exception of
a small number retained as a body-guard for the Gover-
nor-General, the men returned to infantry duty.

Native Cavalry.—Two ressalahs of irregular cavalry
called the Mughal Horse, under native leaders, were
raised in 1760 ; these, after an increase in 1764 to a
strength of 1,200, were reduced in 1765 to 3 ressalahs
of 100 men each under command of British subalterns,
and were disbanded in 1772 as being of little use. The
Nawab Vizier raised 2 cavalry regiments officered by
Englishmen, in 1776, which were transferred to the Com-
pany in 1777, when a third regiment, to complete a
brigade, was formed. Two of these were disbanded
in 1783, and the third, after service in Bombay to-
gether with a troop of ‘ Kandahar Horse ' raised at
Cawnpur in 1778, formed in 1796 2 of the 4 regular
native cavalry regiments established by the reorganiza-
tion of 1746.

Artillery.—By 1765, the company of 1746 had risen in
strength to 4 companies, one company being attached to
each of the 3 brigades formed by Clive, the fourth being
retained for garrison duty at Fort William, Palta and
Baj-baj; in the years 1777-85, some companies of Golan-
daz (native artillery) officered by Europeans were taken
over by the Company from the Nawab of Oudh, but,
although apparently efficient, they were abolished
in the latter year, the system of having companies of
gun lascars being reverted to. The European artillery
had, in the meantime, increased considerably, and the

7

Bengal, 1746-1796.

establishment was fixed in 1786 at 3 battalions of 5
companies each with 30 companies of lascars.

Engineers.—As in Madras, a small number of En-
gineer officers was employed continuously during this
seriod,
! European Infantry.—The numbers of these after the
capture of Calcutta were reduced to about 200, but rose
in the next two years to goo, and by 1765 we find them
organized in three regiments, each forming part of the
brigades formed by Clive in that year: in 1786 their
organization was changed into one of 6 battalions.

Native Infantry.—The first battalion of Bengal
sepoys to be trained, disciplined and clothed after
European methods was raised by Clive in 1757 ; the
experiment was successful, recruits were plentiful and
easily obtained, and by 1759 five battalions had been
organized. 1In 1760, each of these battalions had a
native strength of 1,000 with a European staff of 1
Captain, t Lieutenant, 1 Ensign and 4 N.-C. Officers.
Their numbers continued steadily to increase till 1786,
when there were 36 battalions, each with a European
staff of Commandant, Adjutant, 8 Subalterns and 10
N.-C. Officers.

Militia and Volunieers.—In 1756, a company of Vol-
unteers was formed at Palta and formed part of Clive's
expeditionary force which re-took Fort William,
About 1795, a corps of native Militia was raised in
Calcutta, which was found most useful in relieving
the Regulars of garrison duties when the latter were
required for active service : it consisted of 8 com-
panies of go men each.

Artillery—The artillery in Bombay, which in 1760
numbered 2z7, of whom 128 were natives, was formed
into 3 companies of 100 Europeans each in 1765, and
into a battalion of 4 companies, totalling 302
Europeans, in 1768.

Engineers.—In 1777, the Court of Directors agreed
to officers being appointed to form a corps of Engineers,
and in the same year 5 companies of lascar Engineers,
and one of lascar Pioneers, each numbering 100 native
officers and men, were organized.

European Infantry—By 1760, the infantry left in
Bombay were reduced to 662 men,
of whom 255 were topasses; in
1765, the establishment was fixed at 15 companies of
100 Europeans each, which, three years later, were
formed into 3 battalions of 7 companies each, aggregat-
ing 1,603 Europeans. In 1778, the European infantry
left in Bombay was again reorganized, being formed
into 1 battalion of 12 companies (two of which were
to garrison Broach), totalling 670 officers and men.

Native Infantry—In 1759, the companies of sepoys
were reorganized, those required for civil duties being
formed into a separate corps, while a corps of 500 was
organized for purely military duties. In 1765, the
organization of the sepoys in Bombay into 2 battalions
was ordered by the Court of Directors ; each battalion
which was to consist of 10 companies, with a total
strength of 1,000 native ranks, was to have a European
staff of 1 Captain, T Lieutenant, 1 Ensign, and 10
Sergeants. This force gradually increased, till, by 1783, it
consisted of 7 battalions (including 1 of Marines) ; by
1788, 12 battalions had been formed, and at this number
they remained till the reorganization of 1796.

Bombay, 1746-1796.

T
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The recruitment of the Company’s European
Recruitment, discipline 10TCES Wwas a question of some
and administrationof Com-  difficulty, and detachments were
pany’s forces prior 10 ¢ gent out from home, from time to
Sigalione Lo, time, the gaols and the press gang
being prominent recruiting agents; for the service was
far from popular : but this source alone proved insuffi-
cient, and sailors from the Company’s ships, volun-
teers from the King’s troops, foreign deserters and
prisoners of war were all had recourse to at different
periods; in addition, foreign mercenaries, notably Swiss,
were often engaged in comparatively large numbers,
and even, at one time, slaves were purchased in Mada-
ascar to fill up the vacant ranks : with all this, num-
%ers fell dangerously low at times and, in consequence,
in every presidency, topasses formed generally a large
proportion of the European companies.

There appears to have been little difficulty ex-
perienced, except at one time in Madras, in obtaining
recruits for the various native forces; it is probable
that, till disciplined native corps were organized about
the middle of the 18th century, no great efforts were
made to recruit from good fighting classes, and it is
not till this period that we find in old records parti-
cular mention of the different classes enlisted.

Pathans, Rohillas and Rajputs formed the greater

art of the first Madras native battalions till the num-
er of these began to outgrow the supply, when re-
course was had to the inhabitants of the Carnatic and
the Circars: in 1795, unsuccessful attempts were made
to recruit for Madras regiments in Bombay and Bengal.

In Bengal, the first battalion was formed of Pathans,
Rohillas, Jats, Rajputs and Brahmans, but as the army
increased, the two latter classes rose innumbers till they
predominated: in the first instance recruits came gener-
ally from Behar and Benares, but latterly most of the
men seem to have come from Oude and beyond Benares,

There was a curious mixture in Bombay regiments
of Eurasians, Jews, Arabs, Abyssinians, local Mahome-
dans, and low caste Mahrattas.

The military administration of this period was
corrupt in the extreme ; in questions of supply and
accounts matters were extraordinarily lax, perquisites
being recognized as a part of an officer’s legitimate
emoluments ;- and in other directions affairs were
little better. In consequence, discipline was most in-
different, and mutinies, even of British Officers, were
frequent and had often to be suppressed with the
greatest severity. As aresult of all this the training
of the troops was far from perfect. The indifferent
position and prospects of the Company's officers may
have been responsible for a great deal of this, For
many years no officers above the rank of Captain,
and very few even of that rank, were appointed, in
order that the control of the Company’s civilian
servants over their military forces might be entire and
unquestioned even in time of war; and when senior
officers were appointed, their numbers were so few as
to make promotion unduly slow, and they were fre-
quently superseded by officers of the King’s troops
who had been granted local rank.

It was not till the middle of the 18th century that
field officers were appointed to the command of the
military forces in each presidency with a seat as third

Member of Council of that Presidency, and it was not
till some 20 years later that ‘they were allowed a
proper staff to assist them in their military duties.

In 1774, the Governors of Presidencies were appoint-
ed Commanders-in-Chief of the forces in their respective
presidencies, and in 1786 Lord Cornwallis was appointed
the first Governor-General and Commander-in-Chief
in India. Brigadier-General Carnac, who resigned
in 1767, was the first military Commander-in-Chief in
India.

The military administration by Government was at
first carried out by a branch of the so-called Public De-
partment under a Secretary. In 1773-4 Quarter-Master
General’s and Adjutant-General’s Departments were
created; and in 1776 a Military Board was organized
in each presidency *‘ for the management and direction
ot military affairs.” The constitution of this Board,
which at first was composed of the Governor-General
or Governor and other Members of Council, was
changed in 17835, when it was composed of :—

The Commander-in-Chief,

The Senior Officer at the Presidency,

The Senior Officer of Artillery,

The Chief Engineer,

The Adjutant-General,

The Quarter-Master General, and

The Auditor-General.

In 1786, were created two departments for the con-
duct of military business, each under a Secretary, called
‘“ The Secret and Military Department ™ and ‘‘ The
Military Department of Inspection.’”’ In 1793, the
latter department was abolished and the title of the
former department altered to Military Department.

Thereorganization of 1796 was the first real attempt
to treat generally, and from one
point of view, the heterogeneous
forces of the various presidencies, and it is, therefore,
more or less possible from this date to deal with the
army in India as a whole.

The army was organized as follows :—
Bengal.—European artillery, 3 battalions of 5 com-
panies each.

Europeaninfantry, 3regimentsof rocompanies each.

Regular native cavalry, 4 regiments of 6 troops each.

Native infantry, 12 regiments of 2 battalions each.
Madras—European artillery, 2 battalions of 5 com-

panies each.

European infantry, 2 regimentsof 1o companies each.

Native artillery, 15 companies of lascars (attached

to European artillery).

Native infantry, 11 regiments of 2 battalions each.
Bombay.—FEuropean artillery, 1 battalion of 6 com-

panies each,

European infantry, 1 regiment of 12 companies.

Native infantry, 4 regiments of 2 battalions each,

and a marine battalion.

Officers, who had hitherto been borne on one senior-
ity list in each presidency for promotion, were now given
promotion up to the rank of Major according to their
regimental seniority. Lieutenant-Colonels and Colonels
were placed on separate lists for promotion in each pre-
sidency, and an establishment of Generals was laid
down for the Company’s army. Furlough regulations
were also introduced.

Reorganization of 17g6.
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The establishment of the native army in Bengal was
laid down as follows :—
Native cavalry regiment, 16 European officers, including
1 field officer, 4 European N.-C. Officers, 12 native
officers, and 465 native N.-C. Officers and men; Natwe
infantry vegiment, 1 Colonel, 2 Lieutenant-Colonels,
2 Majors, 8 Captains, 22 Lieutenants, 10 Ensigns,
5 FBuropean N.-C. Officers, 40 native officers, and
1,840 native N.-C. Officers and men.

The establishments in Bombay and Madras were
organized on similar lines. :

With the advent of Lord Mornington (Marquis
Wellesley) in 1798, started an
era of war and conquest. British
cantonments gradually extended to beyond Delhi in
the north and over the whole of the Dekhan and
Mahratta territories, and necessitated a large increase
to the army. In 1808, the Indian
military establishment was con-

Period 1796-1857.

Military forces, 1808,

stituted as follows :—

| Roval Army, ! Comrany's ARMY.

Native | Native

| S
Infy -E',ulrﬁp;:ﬂ“ Artillery Cavaley | Infy,

Cavy. Y fy.
l'{l-lll!"' lliil::,:i‘- Batn- | Batta- Regi- Regi-
lions. Lo ments. | ments,
e e e ] 1 g T |
| |
Bengal =z | s T 3 ¥ | %
Madras 2 | 8 | x z | 4 | 46
Bombay 7 1 T B | 18

Aggregating, in round numbers, 24,500 Europeans
and 130,000 natives.

The war in Nepal and against the Pindaris, the two
RBurinese and Afghan wars, the operations against
Sind and Gwalior and the two Punjab campaigns were
all responsible for increased military obligations, if not

THE CYCLOPEDIA OF INDIA.

double battalion regiments were split into single batta-
lion regiments and numbered according to the dates on
which they had been raised and which gave 1 Colonel
and 22 European officers to each native regiment or
battalion, fixed the establishment of the Company’s
forces as below :— -

| I ogmtaet Yoegea|
7 |Regular! Irregr.
AHOI;I“ A F‘cl']"" Engineers EEJ{!?P;N‘| ng' é\l’al. 11:1":3;
reillery. rtillery. A ¥ Cavy. avy. =
i Regts. | Regts. | Regts, Bautns
|
Bengal .. | 3 Brigades |  Battns, | 47 Officers, a 8 | 5 68
(o Euro-| (20 Coys.) | 185 . &M.
pean and Corps, 1
3 Native Pioneer |
troopsh Corps. i | |
Madras, . | 2 Brigades| 3 Battns. | 2 Battns, 2 l 8 52
(+ Kuro-| each of | Pioneers. | |
pean and | 4 Coys,
1 Native),, with 4 |
Coys, |
lascars, ‘ |
! I /| N
| | | |
Bombay. |4 Troops. |8 Coys. v Corps 2 3 2 | =4
Engineers |
& 1 Corps
Pioneers. ! |

and, in addition, various local and provincial corps.

In 1815, the first Gurkha battalions were formed from
the men who entered the British service after the fall
of Malaun; in 1823, when the establishments and
duties of the variousand nondescript irregular corps in
the Company’s service were fixed and laid down, we
find 5 irregular native cavalry regiments mentioned,
which were the beginning from which sprung the Bengal
Silladar Cavalry.

From 1824 to 1856, the army experienced many
fluctuations in strength (as the forces were reduced
or increased in accordance with the policy and

for expansion of territory, and gave cause for further requirements of the moment) and some slight
increases in the military forces. changes in organization. In the latter year the
A reorganization of the armyin 1823-4, under which numbers stood as below :—
— —— e e — = — —— ——
Brirrisy (Roval aNp E, 1, Cov.’s) Troors, NaTive Troops,
Cavalry, Artillery. Infantry. Total, Cavalry, Artillery. &&“;{plg‘:_‘; Infantry. Total.
|
Hengal 1,366 3,003 17,003 21,432 10,288 | 4734 | 1,497 112,052 137,571
Madras 639 2,128 5,041 8,708 3,202 | 2,407 | 1,270 42,373 40,252
Bombay ; 681 1,578 7,101 9,360 8,433 1,697 637 33,861 'I 44,928
local forces and Contin-
gents, 6,796 | 2,118 i 23,640 32,554
] |
Do, (various arms) 7,756
Military Police il 38977
|
e | | . |
| | |
ToTalL 7 2,686 6,769 30,045 | 39,500 37,719 11,256 1,404 | 211,926 ] 311,038
i_ [ Total British and Native . 350,538
=——. . |
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The way in which the Bengal army had more than
doubled its numbers in the last 50 years, while the
Madras army had slightly decreased, and the forces
in Bombay had almost remained stationary, 18
worthy of remark.

Local corps had been raised inlarge numbers ; they

Sl re were cheaper and more mobile

) than the regular native troops,
and their organization was fayoured on the grounds of
policy : for it was felt that the Bengal army, recruited
almost exclusively from one caste, had grown dan-
gerously strong. Among the better known of these
local corps we may mention:—The Frontier Brigade
raised in the Suflej States in 1846; the Corps of
Guides; the Punjab Irregnlar Force raised in 1849
the Oude Irregular Force ; and the Hyderabad Contin-
gent. The latter force, which was maintained by
the Nizam of Hyderabad under the treaty of 1800,
at first consisted of g,000 horse and 6,000 foot, with
European officers from the Company’s service: in
1853, however, anew treaty assigned Berar for the pay-
ment of the contingent, which, thereupon, ceased to
be a part of the Nizam’s army; it was then organized
in 4 regiments of cavalry, 4 field artillery batteries, and 6
battalions of infantry, under a general officer who took
his orders from the Resident at Hyderabad. The
Punjab Irregular Force was administered by civil
authority, namel{f the Provincial Government.

Many of the Native States also maintained contin-
gents with which they were supposed to come to the
Company’s aid if required to do so. The numbers of
these contingents varied greatly, but in ordinary times
they averaged about 35,000 men : they were of little
value in a military sense.

The different militia and volunteer forces appear
to have been neglected, and in a
great part to have dropped out of
existence during this period.

The repeated mutinies show that discipline was still
far from what it should have
been ; and indifferent conduct in
the face of the enemy was not

Militia and Volunteers,

Diseipline and Adminis-
tration.

infrequent.

Theé position of commanding officers of native corps
was anomalous in the extreme owing to their liability
to constant transfers: the shibboleth of seniority, and
the system by which officers once appointed to the staff
remained permanently on the staff, imposed on the
army senile generals and staff officers out of touch
with the men in the ranks: these facts, and the
excessive centralization of the army administration,
rendered the whole army machinery cumbersome and
unsuitable,

In 1799, the Military Department was assigned a
place in the administration of each presidency, on much
the same footing as the civil public departments of
Government and, in conjunction with the Military
Boards, administered the military business of the
country. The Military Boards were abolished finally
in 1855, when in each presidency the administration
of the army devolved on the Military Department,
and the Commander-in-Chief became the executive head
of the military forces while still retaining his seat on
the Couneil.

The causes of the Mutiny of 1857 have been so often
and so well described that it is
unnecessary to enter into the
question here. Only a small portion of the Béengal army
remained faithful. The Bombay army generally proved
true to their salt, and of the Madras army only one
regimentof cavalry gave trouble. The Punjab Frontier
Force not only proved thoroughly loyal, but its services
in helping to suppress the mutineers were invaluable.
In 1858, when the East India Company ceased 1o
exist on the assumption of govern:
ment by the Crown, it was decided
that the Company’s European troops should be transfer-
red to the Crown. They were accordingly amalgamated
into the Royal army. In 1857 large reinforcements
of British troops had reached India and their establish-
ment in the following year was approximately 70,000.
The reorganization of the native army took some
_— years to effect. It was decided
Reorganization ofthe o _reorganize the whole on the
““ jrregular’’ system. This term
appears to have been applied because a smaller number
of British Officers were appointed to each corps of the
reorganized army than were formerly appointed to
regular corps, and because each appointment was
considered a ‘ stafi’ appointment, The term was in
no way descriptive and has long since ceased to be
employed.
A staff corps was instituted, for each of the three
) ) presidencies, to provide officers to
5 D"gf;;?“cf,fr;:d’*‘“ hold the various offices and ap-
pointments innative regiments, on
the staff and in army departments, and also those in civil
and political employ open to military officers. Promo-
tion was to be by length of service ; 12 years’ service
to qualify for the rank of Captain, 2o for Major, and 26
for Lieutenant-Colonel.
The native cavalry (except for the regiments in Mad-
~ ~ ras)was organized on the Silladar
P A"'\’:gth"‘“‘b]‘m' system ; and the native artillery,
’ except for the few native mount-
ain batteries of the Punjab Frontier Force and Bombay
army and the Hyderabad Contingent field batteries,
was entirely abolished.
In 1864, the establishment was as follows :—

Period 1857-1805.

British Troops.

Cavalry t Artillery | Infantry

| Regiments. | Batteries, |  Battalions

e el e |

Bengal | 19 49
Madras : s | | 40
Bombay 7 | 2 | 30
Punjab Frontier Force 6 3 12
Hyderabad Contingent i 4 4 | 6
Other local Corps | 2 | e | 5

ToTAL a2 \ 11 425 Or A

total  strength
of some 140,000
men.

There were various small frontier expeditions be-
tween 1860 and 1878 ; there were
also expeditions against China,
Abyssinia and Perak, but no large and important

1860-78.
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operations took place till the Afghan War of 1878-79.
This campaign, which strained greatly the military
resources of India, showed many defects in the mili-
tary administration and organization. The Army
Organization Committee of 187¢ enquired into the whole
question copiously and exhaustively, and had many
reforms to recommend. In accordance with their

b i recommendations, the following
Reductions iu establish-  pative corps were disbanded
about 1881 :—

2 Bengal, T Bombay, and 1 Punjab Frontier Force
regiments of cavalry.

5 Bengal, 8§ Madras, 4 Bombay and 1 Punjab Fron-
tier Force battalions of infantry.

At the same time a substantial increase was made in
the establishment of every other corps.

The British army, which consisted of g cavalry
regiments, 86 batteries of artillery, and 50 battalions
of infantry, was reduced by 11 batteries.

In 1885, war with Russia appeared imminent, and

885 _it was decided to increase per-

: manently the British and native

forces. A fourth squadron was added to each British
cavalry regiment ; the 11 batteries of European artil-
lery, reduced in 1881, were restored; an addition was
made of 3 battalions of British infantry; and the
strength of each battalion on the establishment was to
be increased by Too men. Two Bengal and one Bom-
bay native cavalry regiments were ordered to be

raised, while a fourth squadron was to be added to

cach Bengal and Bombay regiment and 100 men to
each Madras regiment ; two native mountain batteries
were to be raised; and g native infantry battalions
were added to the Bengal Army.

The total increase amounted to 10,600 British and
approximately 20,000 natives and was carried out by
the end of 1887, in which year the establishment of the
army in India stood as below :—

BRITISH, NATIVE,
— = B
! R. E Caval Artill s Sy
Cavalry. Artillery. ik Infantry. Total, “avalry, Artillery, and Infantry. otal.
vl Y Officers. Miners,
o = P— e e ! S—
Bengal 3786 | 7,084 | 203 34,442 45,515 15,202 1,508 1,438 58,944 77,092
Madras 2,524 2,658 35 11,143 16,360 2,146 27t 1,495 28,737 32,649
Bombay 631 2,047 45 8,104 11,727 4,667 452 935 22,490 28,544
Local Corps 1,508 5,669 7v267
Hyderabad Contin- 2,000 536 5.004 74540
gent,
ToTAL 6,041 ‘ 12,689 283 53,689 73,602 25,613 2,767 3,868 120,844 153,002
Total British and Native=226,604

All of this incrc:;sc, however, was absorbed by the

the requirements of Burma; and the control of the

requirements of the territory annexed in, and adjacent
to, Burma in 1885 and the following years.

During the ten years 1885-95, military operations in
Burma and on the Eastern, North-
Tastern, and North-Western
Frontier were almost continuous, while during the same
period great strides were made in the improvement
of the organization and efficiency of the forces, Among
the principal changes we may mention the following :—

In 1888, was inaugurated a programme for the im-
provement of coast and frontier
defences.

Tn 1886, arrangements for mobilization in the event
of war were placed on a proper
footing ; a reserve was started for
the native army with a strength of some 23,000 men ;
military police were organized for service in Burma, and
two additional mountain batteries were raised to meet

1885-05.

1885,

1886,

Punjab Frontier Force was transferred from the Punjab
Government to the Commander-in-Chief. In 1888 Gene-
“ita ral’s Commands were reduced

L from 33 to 30 and were divided

into 1st class districts under Major-Generals, and 2nd
class districts under Brigadier-Generals, while the
larger stations were placed under Colonels on the Staff ;
the district staff of the Adjutant-General’s and Quar-
ter-Master-General’s Departments were amalgamated
into district staff officers, 1st and 2nd class, for the
higher class of military staff duties, duties of a routine
nature being relegated to the garrison or station staff.
In 18809, Mounted Infantry were organized for
service in Upper Burma, and
the Imperial Service Troops
system was inaugurated. Regarding the latter a short
explanation is necessary. During the war with Afghan-
istan in 1878-80 certain of the native chiefs had

188g.

L.
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sent contingents to assist our forces, and these had
rendered good service, generally
on the line of communications.
In 1885, when a Russian war
seemed imminent, most of the native chiefs had come
forward with offers of assistance in men, horses or
money. The native armies of these chiefs—for the most
part huge undisciplined armed rabbles—had for years
been considered a source of danger in case of a general
mobilization for war across our frontiers, and it was
decided to remove this danger and at the same time

Imperial Service
Troops.

increase our available reserves, by inviting all the great- °

er native chiefs to reorganize their armies by forming
corps which should be really efficiently armed, equip-
ped, disciplined and trained, and which should be at
our disposal in case of need. In order that the chiefs
should take a sufficient pride and interest in these
corps, they were to remain under the complete control
of their own rulers during peace time, the only interfer-
ence we allowed ourselves being that British Officers
(serving under the orders of the Foreign Department )
should train and inspect them. The scheme has proved
entirely successful, and Imperial Service Troops have
rendered excellent service in more than one frontier
expedition and in China and Somaliland.
In 1890, the three presidential staff corps of Bengal,
1890 Madras, and Bombay, were amal-
: gamated into one Indian staff
corps, and the number of trans-frontier men in the
native army was increased. In
1891, two Bombay infantry regi-
ments were reconstituted for service in Baluchistan;
an increase was made in the establishment of garrison
artillery companies; the pay of the native soldier was
increased ; and recruiting centres for the Bengal army
were established. In 182, the
Intelligence Branch of the
Quarter-Master-General’s Department was reorganized
and certain Madras regiments were reconstituted for
service in Upper Burma. In 1893 the system of class
regiments was introduced among
the Hindustani regiments of the
Bengal army, and the British troops in India were
re-armed with the magazine rifle.
) In 1894, a reserve of officers for
the Indian army was organized, but up to the present
has not proved a success.
It has already been shown how the different presi-
Bt ol ;ie.ntial a?'.mies grew up apart from
1895, orceof circumstances. Gradnal-
ly, however, as cantonments
spread out over the country, and as external require-
ments necessitated the employment in one direction
of forces larger than any one presidency could spare,
the three armies came more and more in contact.
Further, in the progress of events, the armies of
Madras and Bombay came to garrison territories well be-
yond the limits of those presidencies; and the Bengal
army had grown too large and cumbersome for one com-
mand. It thus became increasingly apparent that a
system under which the central government, though
nominally the head of the army, had actually little real
authority over the British troops in the different pre-
sidencies, and no authority at all over the native troops,

1891,

18ga,

1893,

18g94.

was so anomalous as to amount to a real danger in time
of war. This had been foreseen by the Government of
India who endeavoured, but without success, to impress
their views on the Home Government. [t required the
Afghan war with its clear illustration of the evils of the
system, the recommendations* of the Army Organiza-
tion Commission of 1879, and some years more of urgent
pressure from the Indian Government before the ne-
cessary reforms were initiated. By 1888, most of the
different presidential army departments had been con-
solidated under one head with the Government of India,
and their transfer from the control of the local govern-
ments effected, and in that year the Indian Govern-
ment was authorized by the Secretary of State for
India to prepare the necessary orders for the division of
the army into four commands. Everything was made
ready for carrying out the change in 18go, but sta-
tutory authority was necessary, and it was not till 1893
that the necessary Act of Parliament was passed. The
new system was introduced in 1895 ; but its inaugura-
tion had been so long delayed that it had ceased to be
appropriate to the altered circumstances of the case ;
and it was destined to last but a short period.

The years 1895-8 saw large bodies of troops employ-
ed across the North-West frontier ;
in 1899-1900, a force of British
troops from India was organized
and sent to Natal; in 1900-01 the China expedition
was carried out; in 1gor-2 extensive blockade opera-
tions took place against the Waziris; and in 1903-4
there were expeditions in Somaliland and Thibet.

The last six or seven years of this period have been
prolific in changes and reforms. These are due to
Russian movements in Central Asia and the near East,
the entry of other European Powers intolthe eastern
political arena, the expansion of our own dominions till
they march with those of Russia, Turkey, China and
France, the improvements necessitated by_the lessons
of the frontier campaigns of 18¢5-8 and of South
Africa, and the amended finances of the Indian Empire.

The most important of these changes are detailed
below :—

The commands, organized in 1895, divided the
country, roughly speaking, as fol-
lows : the Punjab Command com-
prised almost all the country
administered by the Punjab Government; the Bengal
Command, in addition to Bengal and the North-West
Provinces (now the United Provinces ), took in Assam
and parts of Central India and the Central Provinces ;
the Bombay Command included, in addition to the
Bombay Presidency, Rajputana, Bahichistan, Aden
and the remaining parts of CentraljIndia and the Cen-
tral Provinces; and the Madras Command contained
Burma, Hyderabad and Mysore in addition to the
Madras Presidency. A Lieutenant-General with a large
staff of combatant and departmental officers was ap-
pointed to each command and was given powers to deal
with many cases which had hitherto required the
authority of Army Head-Quarters or the Government
of India.

Period 1895 to the present
day (1906},

18gs.  Formation of 4
Commands,

* They recommended the division of the army in India into 4 army
corps : Punjab, Bengal, Madras and Bombay,
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In 1896, the amalgamation of the Bengal, Bombay
(896 and Madras branches of the In-
’ dian Medical Service, undei a
Director-General, was carried out.
In 1897, the class squadron and company system
57 was introduced into the Hydera-
’ bad Contingent; sanitary officers
were appointed to each command ;and the Central India
Horse, the Bhopal and Merwara battalions and the
Deoli and Erinpura Irregular Forces were transferred
from the control of the Foreign Department to that of
the Commander-in-Chief.
An additional native mountain battery was raised :
Y6 the number of British infantry
A% battalions in India was reduced
from 53 to 52, the establishment of each of the latter
number being increased by 20 men ; and battalions of
native infantry were first lent to the Imperial Govern-
ment for duty in colonial garrisons.
A first class district, under the General Officer
Commanding the Punjab Frontier
Bfg, Force, was formed, embracing the
North-West Frontier from Abbottabad to Dera Ghazi
Khan (including the Peshawar district).
The double company system was introduced into
the native infantry ; a new native
T mountain battery was raised;
three battalions of native infantry were raised for duty
in Colonial garrisons; Assam Gurkha battalion was
delocalised ; and the transport service was completely
reorganized. A considerable change of frontier policy
was inaugurated, as it was decided that all regular
troops should be withdrawn gradually from Southern
Waziristan, the Khyber, Samana and from the Kurram
and Tochi valleys, their place being taken by local
militia, and that movable columns of regulars should
be maintained in frontier cantonments to support the
militia in case of necessity, In this way waste of regular

BrITISH ARMY,

A OF INDIA.

military force is obviated, and the interest of the local
inhabifants in the maintenance of peace is aroused.

The native army was re-armed with the maga-
zine rifle ; the Commissariat De-
partment was reformed and re-
named the Supply and Transport Corps; mounted
infantry schools were established ; a fourth battalion
of native infantry was raised for Colonial garrison
duty ; and accelerated promotion was sanctioned for offi-
cers of the Indian Staff Corps, Captain’s and Major’s
ranks being attained after nine and eighteen years’
service respectively.

An ambulance bearer corps of 6,000 bearers was
organized ; three field howitzer
batteries were added to the es-
tablishment ; a corps of frontier garrison artillery was
formed ; the brigade division system for horse and
field artillery was introduced, - and ammunition
columns were reorganized ; a fifth battalion of native
infantry was raised for Colonial garrison duty ; the Im-
perial Cadet Corps was established ; durin,id the years
1898-1902 four battalions of Hindustani Mussalmans
were reconstituted ; and two ordinary and one fortress
(for Aden ) companies were added to the Bombay Sap-
pers and Miners.

The designation Indian Staft Corps was changed

xos to Indian army; the whole of the

h regiments of the Indian army

were renumbered as a single army ( an exception being

made irt the case of Gurkha battalions and the Corps

of Guides ) instead of by presidencies and irregulat

forces ; Burma was made a separate district under a

Lieutenant-General and was placed directly under

Army Head-Quarters; the re-armament of the moun-

tain artillery was completed ; and the enlistment of Mah-
sud Waziris into the regular army was authorized.

The composition and strength of the army in
India was as below :(—

1901,

1goa,

NATIVE ARMY. AUXILIARIES.
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The above numbers include native troops serv-
ing in Somaliland and the Colonies, but exclude the
native army reserve numbering about 25,000.

" In I9o4, on the conclusion of a revised arrange-

A ment with the Nizam of Hy-
i derabad regarding Berar, the
Ivwderabad Contingent ceased to exist as a separate
force ; its cavalry of 4 regiments of 3 squadrons each
was reorganized in 3 regiments of 4 squadrons each
and its field artillery was disbanded. A pioneer battal-
ion to be composed of Hazaras was raised; an Assam
Gurkha battalion was delocalised ; large additions were
made to the mule transport maintained permanently ;
and it was decided to increase gradually the native army
reserve till it reached a strength of 50,000, During
the period 1goo-04, thirteen Madras infantry battalions
and the Madras cavalry regiments were reconstituted
by the enlistment in them of Moplahs, Gurkhas, Pun-
jabis, Jats and Rajputs.

In this year a large reorganization scheme was
inaugurated. This aimed at a
more scientific distribution of
the Army during peace and at the mobilization of a
field army of not less than g divisions and 8 cavalry
brigades. Under it the Madras Command was abolish-
ed, and the commands and staff were reorganized
as follows :—

Reorganization of 1504,

COMMANDS DIVISIONS AND BRIGADES,

INDEPENDENT BRIGADES UNDER DIVISIONS,

[ - f Nowshera.
15t (Peshawar) Division Mardin {cavalev);
znd (Rawalpindi) Divi- { Abbiottabad,
sion .- | Sialkote (cavalry).
ullundur,
7 mballa (cavalry).
NORTHERS ard (Lahore) Division... 4 Sirhind, %
Multan,
Ferozepore,
Kohat Brigade,
Bannu Brigade,
Derajat Brigade,
r4th (Quetta) Division .,. { Karachi,
Nasirabad.
sth (Mhow) Division ... f Jhansi.
] Jubbulpore.
WESTERN Bambuy,
6th (Poona) Division ...< Ahmednagar.
Belgaum,
\Aden Brigade,
Bareilly,
7th (Meerut) Division .,.< Garhwal,
M 8 )
EASTERN eerut (cavalry)

8th (Lucknow) Division Presidency

Assam,

Bangalore (cavalry).
Bangalore (infantry).
Madras,

Southern,
Secunderabad (cavalry).
Secunderabad(infantry).

Fyzabad,

Allahabad.
‘gth (Secunderabad)

Division ..,
UNDER ARMY
HEAD-QUARTERS

Burma Division aie { Mandalay,

Rangoon,

8

The principle underlying this arrangement was
that the Army should in peace be organized and trained
in units of command similar to those in which it would
take the field. Each peace division (except Burma)
should be able to place in the field 1 cavalry and 3 in-
fantry brigades and should, in addition, comprise such
other troops as were required for the maintenance of
internal order in the divisional area when the division
itself was withdrawn for war. The scheme was estim-
ated to take some vears to work out as new accom-
modation was required in many cantonments. The
organization shown above will nndergo further altera-
tion before the scheme is completed.

The peace combatant staff of a division was fixed
at two Assistant and one Deputy Assistant Adjutants-
General ; of a Brigade under a Brigadier-General at
one Deputy Assistant Adjutant-General and one
Brigade-Major ; and of a Brigade under a Colonel on the
Staff at a Brigade-Major and a 2nd class Station Staff
Officer.

At the same time a regular programme of increas-
ing reserves and generally adapting mobilization
arrangements to suit the larger field army was entered
upon.
A staff college was started in India to train candi-

e dates for staff employment ; to

¥ id be located ultimately at Quetta,
it opened in temporary quarters in Deolali: a pro-
gramme of extension of strategic railways on the frontier
was initiated ; a large scheme for the expansion of
ordnance factories was started ; and arrangements were
made to rearm the whole of the Horse and Field
Artillery with Q. F. guns.

At the instance of Lord Kitchener, who condemned
the existing system of military
administration in India as one of
dual control and divided respon-
sibility, the Secretary of State for India held an enquiry
into the question early in 1905. On review of the whole
question and on the advice of a committee assembled
for the purpose, the Government of the day at
home decided that in future there should be two
ministerial departments or agencies, through which the
Governor-General in Council should administer the
army in India, The most important, termed the Army
Department, should be in charge of the Commander-
in-Chief, as Extraordinary Member of Council, and
should deal with questions of command, staff and regi-
mental appointments, promotions, discipline, training,
organization, distribution of the army, intelligence,
mobilization, schemes of offence and defence, peace
manceuvres, war preparation and the conduct of war.
The other, termed the Military Supply Department, in
charge of an Ordinary Member of Council, usually a
military officer, should deal with the control of army con-
tracts, the purchase of stores, ordnance and remounts,
the management of military works, the clothing and
manufacturing departments, Indian Medical Service,
and the Royal Indian Marine. At the same time it was
suggested that the Military Accounts Department
should be transferred to the control of the Finance De-
partment of the Government of India. Owing to the
resignation of the Viceroy, Lord Curzon, and the change
of ministry at home, the inauguration of the new system

New system of Military
Administration,

L
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wag delayed till March 1906. ( For further informa-
tion on this subject see the published correspondence.)
In the above it has been impossible to detail any-
o thing like the whole of the
2ogageh many reforms and additions
made during the last six or seven years. About 500
British officers have been added to the regiments
of the native army; a great deal has been done to
improve the health and the sanitary surroundings of
the soldier ; frontier communications have been much
improved ; a policy of rendering India independent in
the matter of war stores of all kinds has been initiated
and has made great progress by expansion of the
various factories, &c; much has been done to improve
the armament, equipment and mobilization arrange-
ments of the Army ; the officialre gulations have been
revised and simplified and work has been decentral-
ized to a great extent ; special attention has been paid
to the higher military education of officers; the annual
grant for manceuvres has been increased ; military grass
and dairy farms have been started; and practically
everE Army department has been reorganized.
uring these years the net military expenditure
has been as under :(—

1899-1900 it o« £14,068,399
I1900-190L o .+ 15,010,570
I90I-1902 = .. 15,703,582
1902-1003 ol va X7,2902770
1903-1904 e .+ 17,792,405
1904-1905

(estimates), . . 20,488,199
1905-1906

(estimates). ., 20,757,032

In looking at these figures it has to be remembered
that, owing to the impoverished finances of India prior
to 1goo, the military administration had been starved
for many years.

There is little or no mention of Volunteer or Militia

ok Corps in the records of the first

) half of the nineteenth century,

and those in existence before that time appear to have
disappeared gradually. The mutiny brought several
volunteer corps into being, some of whom did excellent
service, and the present volunteer force in India
may be said to date its origin from that period.
Till 1885, when the strength of the Volunteer Force
stood at 13,368, they met with no great encouragement.

Since that date it has been the declared policy of the
military administration to foster the movement.
Grants for buildings, field days and camps of exercise
haye been made; wound and injury pensions to
volunteers and pensions. to their widows have been
granted under certain conditions ; the capitation allow:
ance has been somewhat increased and small allow-
ances towards outfit to officers have been sanctioned,
Volunteers in India have been made eligible for the
Volunteer Officers’ Decoration and the Long Service
Medal. Some new corps have been formed and the
strength of the force has risen to about 33,000, includ-
ing however the reserve and cadets, of whom about
31,000 are “ efficients. *’
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THE ARMY As IT EXISTS To-DAY.

Tue Governor-General in Council, subject to the
control exercised for the Crown
by the Secretary of Statefor In-
dia, is the supreme head of the Army in India, The
ministerial agencies through which ‘the authority of
the Governor-General in Council is administered are
two : the Army Department and the Department of
Military Supply.

The former of these is in charge of the Commander-
in-Chief, who is an Extraordinary Member of the Gov-
ernor-General’s Council, while an Ordinary Member
of Council, usually a military officer, presides over the
latter, In addition, there is a Military Finance Sec-
tion of the Finance Department to deal with questions
of Army Finance,.

Under the constitution of the Government of India,
the Secretaries to Government in the Army Depart-
ment, the Department of Military Supply and the
Military Finance Department are the heads of these
departments : they are responsible to the Governor-
General in Council that the business of their depart-
ments is carried out in accordance with the authorized
rules, and they have direct access to the Governor-
General, They are each assisted by an establishment
of Deputy and Assistant Secretaries, Further, in
this connection, the members of the Army Head-
Quarters Staff perform two separate and distinct func-
tions : one, as members of the Head-Quarters Staff in all
matters in the control of the Commander-in-Chief as
such ; the other, the function appertaining to depart-
mental officers of the Army Department, which does
not, however, carry with it any of the powers of a Sec-
retary to Government,

Directly under the Army Department is the Army
Head-Quarters Staff; this is
separated into the following

Administration,

Army Department,

divisions :—
Division of the Chief of the Staff,
Adjutant-General’s Division,
Quarter-Master-General’s Division.
Medical Division,
Military Secretary’s Division,

The Division of the Chief of the Staff, which is sub-
divided into two sections, (i) Military Operations, and
(#%) Training and Staff Duties, deals with the following
questions :—Military policy, organization, distribution,
pre paration for war, intelligence, mobilization, plans
of ‘operations, higher education and training, and
manceuvres,

India. Part I

The Adjutant-General’s Division deals with ques-
tions of recruiting, discipline, training, education and
equipment of units, ;

The Quarter-Master-General’s Division, which is
subdivided into four sections, (¢) General Branch, (47)
Cantonments, (¢i#) Supply and Transport, and (4v)
Veterinary, deals with questions of accommodation,
movements and cantonments, and with the organiza-
tion, administration and training of the Supply and
Transport Corps (except the portion of it under the
Department of Military Supply) and of the Army
Veterinary Corps,

The Medical Division deals with all medical ques-
tions, except some concerning the administration 0‘1 the
Indian Medical Service, which is partially a civilian de-
partment and is partly under the Department of Mili-
tary Supply,

The Military Secretary’s Division deals with
appointments. promotions, exchanges and retirements
of officers,

For information regarding the numbers and titles of
the different officers serving in the Army Department
on the Army Head-Quarters Staff, and in the Depart-
ment of Military Supply or on the departmental staff
subordinate to it, the current Indian Army List is the
best book of reference. At present they stand as
follows :—

ARMY DEPARTMENT—

Secretary, with rank of Major-General.

1 Deputy Secretary, with rank of Lieutenant-
Colonel or Colonel,

I Assistant Secretary,

ARMY HEAD-QUARTERS—

D1visioN oF THE CHIEF OF THE STAFF—

Chief of the Staff, with rank of Lieutenant-
General,

2 Directors, with rank of Brigadier-General
or Colonel,

4 Assistant Quarter-Masters-General, with
rank of Lieutenant-Colonel or Colonel.

7 Deputy Assistant Quarter-Masters-General,

8 Staff Captains,

Attachés : no definite number laid down.

ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S DIvISION—

Adjutant-General, with the rank of Major-
General,

I Deputy Adjutant-General, with the rank of
Colonel,

4 Assistant Adjutants-General, with the rank
of Lieutenant-Colonel or Colonel,

L
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2 Deputy Assistant Adjutants-General,
1 Staff Officer for recruiting.

1 Judge Advocate-General,

Attachés : as a rule limited to 1 or 2.

ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S DIVISION, INSPECTION
BRANCH—
3 Inspectors-General of Cavalry, Artillery
and Volunteers respectively, each with the
rank of Major-General and each with a
Brigade-Major as an assistant.
Inspector of Gymnasia,
QUARTER-MASTER-GENERAL’S DIVISION—
Quarter-Master-General, with the rank of
Major-General,

QUARTER-MASTER-GENERAL'S Division, MovVEe-
MENTS, QUARTERINGS AND CANTONMENT
SECTION—

1 Deputy Quarter-Master-General, with the
rank of Colonel,

1 Inspecting Officer of Cantonments.

1 Deputy Assistant Quarter-Master-General.

QUARTER-MASTER-GENERAL’S DIVISION, SUPPLY
AND TRANSPORT SECTION—
1 Inspector-General, with the rank of Major-
General,
2 Assistant Quarter-Masters-General,
2 Deputy Assistant Quarter-Masters-General.
Attachés: as a rule two.

QUARTER-MASTER-GENERAL'S DIVISION, VETERIN-
ARY SECTION—
1 Principal Veterinary Officer,

MEDICAL DivISION—
1 Principal Medical Officer,
2 Secretaries to Principal Medical Officer.
1 Sanitary Officer.

MILITARY SECRETARY’'S DIVISION—

1 Military Secretary, with the rank of Lieuten-
ant-Colonel or Colonel.
1 Assistant Military Secretary.
(Both of these officers are on the personal
Staff of the Commander-in-Chief.)
There are the following permanent committees at
Army Head-Quarters to secure co-ordination in work-
ing between the different parts of the Army :—

MOBILISATION COMMITTEE.

PresipENT—H. E. the C.-in-C.
MeMBERS—The Hon'ble Member in charge of the
Department of Military Supply.
Chief of the Staff,
Secretary to Government, Army Depart-
ment,
Secretary to Government, Department of
Military Supply.
Adjutant-General.
Quarter-Master-General.
SecrRETARY—Officer in charge of the Mobilisation
Branch, Division of the Chief of the Staff,

DEFENCE COMMITTEE,

PrestpENT—H, E, the C.-in-C.
MeMBERS—The Hon’ble Member in charge of
the Department of Military Supply.
Chief of the Staff,
Adjutant-General.
Quarter-Master-General,
Director-General of Ordnance,
Inspector-General of Artillery.
" Director-General of Military Works,
Officer in charge of Military Operations
Section, Division of the Chief of the Staff,

ADDITIONAL MEMBERS FOR CoAST DEFENCE—
Director of the Royal Indian Marine,
Inspector of Submarine Mining Defences.

SECRETARY—
Officer in charge of the Strategical Branch,
Division of the Chief of the Staff,

ADVISORY COUNCIL.

PresipENT—H, E, the C.-in-C,
MEMBERS—
Chief of the Staff,
Secretary to Government, Army Depart-
ment,
Secretary to Government, Military Finance
Department.
Adjutant-General,
Quarter-Master-General,
Director-General of Ordnance.
Military Secretary.
Deputy Adjutant-General.
Deputy Quarter-Master-General,
Officer in charge of Military Operations

Section, Division of the Chief of the Staff.

On the two former committees, whose principal
duties are to deal with the preparation of the Army for
war and the internal and external defences of India,
respectively, the Department of Military Supply is
represented. The Advisory Council discusses all ques-
tions of importance under consideration at Army Head-
Quarters, thus co-ordinating the work of the different
divisions and keeping the representatives of Govern-
ment, the Secretaries to Government in the Army, and
Military Finance Departments, informed of the pro-
gress of these questions ; it also enables the latter
officers to represent the views of Government at an
early stage in the dealings with any question,

Under the Department of Military Supply are the
following Army Departments :—

The Military Works Services.

The Ordnance Department.

The Indian Medical Service.

The Contracts and Registration Branch of the
Supply and Transport Corps.

The Army Remount Department.

The Army Clothing Department,

The Royal Indian Marine.

The Military Works Services deal with the con-
struction and maintenance of all military works and
buildings.
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The Ordnance Department arranges for the supply
to the Army of all munitions of war and a large part
of its equipment.

The Indian Medical Service is partly under the
Home Department of the Government of India; the.
Department of Military Supply deals mainly with the
administration of the military portionof the service,
consisting of Officers, Assistant-Surgeons and Hospital
Assistants,

The Contracts and Registration Branch of the Sup-
ply and Transport Corps deals with the contracts for
the supply of the Army and with the registration for
war of transport animals,

The Army Remount Department supplies remounts
to all British, and a few' Native, mounted units, and
arranges for the importation of all horses and mules

COMMANDS
with Staffs of ditto,

2 Asst. Adjts,-Genl,

15t Dy, Asst. Adjt,-Genl.

- | Comdg., Royal Engineer,
Offr. Comdg., Divnl, Supply.
Offr, Comdg., Divnl, Transpt,
Principal Medical Officer.

( (Peshawar)

Asst. Military Secy,
Dy. Adjt.-Genl,

2 Asst, Adijts,-Genl, 4
2 Dy, Asst. Adijts,-Genl.

Asst. Or,-Mr.-Genl,

Dy, Asst, Or,-Mr,-Genl,

. DIVISIONS
with Staffs of ditto.

genh Officer Comdg,

required ; it has also charge of ‘Govérnment breeding
operations. =

The Army Clothing Department supplies the Army
with clothing.

"~ The Royal Indian Marine, under a Director, who is
usually an officer of the British Navy, arranges for sea
transport required for the Army. Itis not an Army
Service, and is placed under the Department of
Military Supply for administrative convenience.

The following table shews the present organization
of the Army in Brigades, Divisions
and Commands with' their princi-
pal staff officers. The organization is at present in a
transitory stage, as the Secunderabad ‘Division and
many of the Brigades are not yet organized as they will
be ultimately, when the re-distribution of the Army is
completed, :

Commands and Staff,

BRIGADES
with Staffs of ditto.

[ Genl. Officer Comdg.
g J Dy. Asst, Adjt.-Genl.
Nowshera ... Brigade-Major,
A ‘| Asst. Comdg, Royal Engr.
Senior Medical Officer.

Col, on Staff Comdg.

{Mﬂrdan[Ca\ralry}{Brigade-Major.
1st Class Staff Officer.

Col, on Staff Comdg,
Brigade-Major.

( Jhelum .. | 35t Class Staff Officer.
Senior Medical Officer.
Genl, Officer Comdg,
A.-D.-C, Genl, Officer Comdg.
2 Asst. Adjts.-Genl, Dy. Asst, Adjt.-Genl.
and Dy. Asst, Adjt.-Genl, { Abbottabad  ...{ Brigade-Major,
(Rawalpindi) ...} Comdg. Royal Engineer, Asst, Comdg. Roral Engr.
Offr. Comdg., Divnl. Supply. Principal Medical Officer.
Offr. Comdg., Divnl. Transpt.
Principal Medical Officer. genl. Olﬁi:r Comdgl.
: . Asst, Adjt.-Genl,
{Lt.-Gen, Comdg, \Sialkot (Cavalry) {Bﬁgadc‘Majc{r‘
Principal Medical Officer,

[Gen\. Officer Comdg,
Dy. Asst. Adjt.-Genl,
[ Jullundur .. | Brigade-Major.
Principal Medical Officer.

Col. on Staff, R, A, Genl, Officer Comdg, | Genl, Officer Comdg.
Dy. Asst, Adjt.-Genl,, R, A, A.-D.-C, , Dy, Asst, Adjt.-Genl,
Comdg, Engineer, 2 Asst. Adjts.-Genl, Ambala ...« Brigade-Major,
Northern 4 Inspector of S, and T, Corps. ard Dy. Asst, Adjt.-Genl, Asst, Comdg, Royal Engr.
" | Principal Medical Officer. (Lahore) Comdg. Royal Engineer, Principal Medical Officer,
Sanmitary Officer, - Offr, Comdg., Divnl. Supply,
Dy. Judge Advocate-Genl. Offr. Comdg,, Divnl, Transpt, | Ambala Col. on Staff Comdg,
Inspecting Veterinary Officer, Principal Medical Officer, (Cavalry) .. {B:igsde- Major,
Inspector-Genl, of Ordnance,
orthern Circle, Col. on Staff Comdg.
Staff Officer, Army Bearer \Fédrozepore  ...1 Brigade-Major.
Corps. 1st,Class Staff Officer.
f Recruiting Staff Officers,
nspector of Army Schools, Genl, Officer Comdg.
kIma ector of Army Signalling, : Dy, Asst, Adjt.-Genl,
orthern Circle, Kohat ...% Brigade-Major.
Asst. Comdg. Royal Engr,
Principal Medical Officer.
GenLiOfficer] Comdg.
. J Dy. Asst, Adjt,-Genl,
L Independent Brigades, < Derajat .4 Brigade-Major,
Asst. Comdg. RoyaljEngr,
Principal;Medical Officer.
Col. on'Staff Comdg,
Brigade-Major,
\Bannu ... | 18t Class Staff Officer.
Principal Medical, Officer,

reg



