Idol of Sarasvat, enshrined in Bhoja’s temple of 0l
e SArada (College). :
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FOREWORD.

e

This book was to have been only the first of & long
deries of historical studies which the late Professor
P.T. Brinivas Ayyangar had contemplated for publicabion
under the auspices of the Annamalai University., Uns
fortunately it has proved also his last. Death has too
soon soatched him away from us, and we are left with
only one memorial fo his agsociation with this Univer-

gity,

Prof. P. T. Srinivas Ayyangar's versatile intellect,
hig rare powers of disorimination, the thoroughness of
his method and his comamand of the English language
are so well known in these parta of the country that it
is needless for me to oxpatiate on them. I may how-
ever be permitbed to say thab in this book we have a
superb example of the kind of work we alwaye agsociated
with him. Inscriptions, tradition, literature have all
been pressed into service, and the unigue pisture of
Bhoja Raja of Dhard gtands out in bold relief against a
background of Hleventh Century India which he hasg
gucceeded in painting so graphically, I canonly wish
that Indian higtorians followed this method oftener
than they do at prosent,

Prof. P, 1. Brinivas Ayyangar had asked me bo go
over the proofs of this book, and, being pressed for tima,
I had excused myeelf to him. Is it not & curious
eoincidence, then, that I should at last be ealled upon
to do something for this book which he would have
very mauch liked me to do?

ANNAMATAINAGAR :
. 89th July, 1981, K. M. KHADYR.
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BHOJA
CHAPTER I
MALVA

The Adabala hills, anglicized into the Ardvallis,
and called the Pariydtra mountaing in the pre-

‘Christian centuries, form the oldest mountain range

of India, very much older than the Himilayas.
They divide Rajaputina, the home of the chivalrous
Rajaputs, into two parts. One part comprises the
great desert of India, which lies to the North-west
of the Aravallis ; it is the bed of a great primsmval

. sea, now dried up and overlaid with hills of blown

gand fifty to hundred feet high. Over it sail the
clonds of the South-west monsoon without parting
with a drop of their precious burden ; hence there
is little vegetation and but one river, the Liini, in
this region, Separated from it by the Ardvallis lies
Bouth Rajaputina, which is a part of the basin of
the Ganges. Hoere

“the ancient Rijaput dynasties rose to »n position of
pre-eminence among the dynusties of the continent.
The sand-drifted landscapes of the northarn regions of
Rajapubina are not wholly wanting to the south of the
Arbvallis, . . . Wind-blown sand always lies conspicu«

b " Gus on the northern slopes of the long stralght lines of

X rooky ridge which, south of the Arivallis for many a
league, indicates the ancient existence of a yet wider
mountain system. Yet further south and east, the desert
anpects of Rijaputina are lost, merged in the compara-
tively fertile forest-clad highlands of peninsular India.
Buk it is the Arivallis that mark the line of division.
Beyond them to the North-west lie the Indus and the
tertiary flats which the Indus divides. Bouth of them
are ancient red-sandstone strata of the continent, and a
region of broad open valleys and gentle slopes, with
rivers flowing in permanent channels, magnificent forests,
a comparatively even rainfall and temperate climate.’’?

i Imp. Gaz. Ind. i pp. 8485,



" The highest point of the Arvavallis is called the
Arbuda, ordinarily Mount Abi#i, where according to
Yegend, some of the Rajaput families arpse out of
the fire-pit of Iisi Vasistha, ag will be related later.
Of Mount Abu thus sang a poet-prince of Malva and
descendant of King Bhoja about eight hundred years
ago :— -
“Well-known is the glorions mountain Arbuda (Abii)s

it utterly humbles the pride of the noblest of mountainss
the splendid oolour which gpreads from its sapphire

orost, rivals that of the sky; on its top, which pierces -

the heaven, there are pools in which the lotus flower

gwings to and fro, and from if, pollen drops down and

forms a ocivele, as if "it were another vault of the sky.
One end of the hill pierces the reund orb of the earth

which is girt with the ocean ; the other piercesthe sphera :

of heaven which ends in the cirele of the horizon; bence
this mountain looks like the glorious axle of the chariot
of the Universe, one side of which lies down broken,
on the rugged road, while the other is lifted upwards.” *

Let us climb to the top of this Arbuda, very
nearly four thousand feet above sea-level and turn

our gaze to the south, Our eyes will rest on the =

Vindhyan range which stretches right across India,

BHOJA it L

and separates the plains of Arydvartta from the. Sl

platean of Daksinapatha. From our high perch the

Vindhyas look low and humble; that is why our

poetic forefathers wove the tale that Aga‘stya'i-' '

erushed the pride of the Vindhyas and pushed them
down till a large part of their height sank into the
bosom of theearth, North of the Vindhyas the = - -

land generally slopes down to the Yamuni. It slso” "

slopes west from the Aravalli_hills down to t.he s
Béetwa, < Broad, flat elevations, probably the debris -

of the Aravallis, accumnulated through many millen=

ninms, form the chief characteristic of the landscape.

Malva, says Sic John Malcolm, may

1 Ep, Ind, ii, p. 1801, (Keilhorn),




MALVA

*be congisely described as a tpble-land, in general open
and highly cultivated, varied with small conical hills
and low ridges, watered by numerous rivers and sraall
stroams, and favoured with a rich productive soil, and
# mild climate, conducive to the health of man and the
liberal supply of his wants and luxuries,’’ *

The rivers of Malva have been described by
Kalidasa with his delightful, unfailing poetic touch,
They were the Vétravatl (Bétwa) whose sweat waters
were undulating as if her face frowned when the
cloud thundered near her banks,® the Vananadi on
whase banks there were many jasmine-gardens,
where women whose ear-lotuses bad faded owing to
the trouble of wiping the sweat on their cheeks,
were gathering flowers,” the Nirvindbyd whose
girdle waa & row of noisy birds, and which showed
bavel-like eddies caused by stambling against rocks,*
the (Kdla) Sindhu, whose scanty water is braid-
like and is white on account of the withered lesves
which fall from the trees growing on ifs banks,® the
Siprd the breeze from which, sweet-smelling on
acconnt of its contact with the fragrance of blown
lotuses, lengthens the loud cooing of cranes,® the
Gambhird. whose limpid waters are like the pure
‘mind ""and the Carmanivati (Cambal), lowing with
the blood of the kine offered by Rantidéva in the
numerous sacrifices he performed, and appearing to
the celestials like the earth’s single-stringed pearl
necklace.®

These rivers and many rivulets have cut their
way through the basaltic rock of the Malva platean
and made an intricate network of interlacing ra-
vines. The rains washing down the trap-rock which

* Mal. Oen. Ind. i. pp. 34 § Mogh, 29,
 Mogh. 24, ® Ib. 31.
s Ib. 26, T b, 42.

% Ib, 28, % I, 47, 48.
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onoce covered the region and the yegetation that
then clothed it have covered the greater part of Malva

1k

with the black cotton soil called ma» or kali by the

natives, Hence the country is highly fertile, The
people are skilful and induastrious cultivators. The
principal crops are wheat, gram, jowdr, cotton and
poppy-*

Jirom Kalidasa’s lovely poem, the Meghadiita, in
which a yaksa of Ramagiri in the Central Provinces
sonds his message of love through a cloud-messenger
to his wife who resided in the land of Kubéra in the
Himilaya region, we learn that the garden-hedges
of Mialva were whitened by K&taki flowers open at
the apex, its trees were disturbed by the village-
hirds building nests therein, the skirts of its Jambu
forests were dark with ripe frait, and the gwans on
their march north halted there for a few days.?

The An-i-Akbari says that in Malva

4 g4 every two or three Kos clear and limpid stteams are

met on whose banks the willow grows wild, and the
hyacinth and fragrant flowears of many hues, amid the
abundant shade of trees. T,akes and green meads are
frequent and stately palaces end fair country-homes
hreathe tales of fairy land. The climate is so temperate
that in winter there is little need of warm clothing nor
in summer of the cooling properties of saltpetre, The
olevation of this provinee is somewhat above that of
other areas of the country and every part of it is
oultivable, Both harvests are oxcellent and especially
wheat, poppy, sugarcane, mangoes, melong and grapes.
{n Fasilpur the vine bears twice in the year and belel-
2 leaves of the finest quality. Cloth of the best texture is

woven.'" *
1 {mp. Gaz, Ind, xvil. p. 100,
2 Mégh 23,
3 Te, Jacrets il ppy 196-T.
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In ahotber passage the Ainei-Akbari specially
mentions the sweet mangoes and the luscious grapes,
and the Kiaude (Ketaks, t@iai) of lasting perfume
produced in Milva as being specially famous.

In the parts of the country not brought under
cultivation, there are dense forests, relics of the
ancient Dandakaranya, which aboundin fine timber,
egpecially the teak. The jungle is the abode of
wild animals, such as the tiger, the leopard, the
- bear, the wolf, the hyaena, the wild hog, the ante-
lope, 'the nilgi: and the s@mbur. So thereis no
lack of game to tempt the bowman-bunter, king or
forester, Among domestic animalg, the horned
catble of Malva have been so0 esteemed as to constibute
& large article of export; but not so sheep and goats.
Horses, too, have been reared but not of the quality
raised in the neighbouring province of Kathiavad.
Camels have seldom heen bred in Milva, as it lacks
the sandy and warm tracts such as are found im
Marvad.

e e e S bt L i



CHAPTER 11

EARLY HISTORY OF MALVA

In very old times portions of the forest were
cleared and towns built here and there in this region.
The earliest of these towns was built by Mucukunda,
son of Mandhata, the fixst Cakrovariy, or suprems
tord of all India, who lived probably five thonsand
years ago, It was called Miahigmatl, after Mahis-
min, & Haihaya King who rnled & century later, 1t
was situated on the rocky bank of the Narmadi, at
the foot of both the Vindhya and the Rlkea (Satpura)
ranges, at g place where the two ranges approach
aach other, It is now called Mandhata, the Omkara
Keétra, one of the holiest spots of India, on an island
n the middle of the river. Mahigwati was the
capital of Arjune Karttavirys, who was a great
emperor and earned the title of Sahasrabdhu, the
thensand-armed, because he was a donghty warrior,
Ta the fart of Mahismati be confined a Kayans, who

belonged to an age much earlier than that of the
Tiivana of the Ramayana and had dared to challenge
his might and invaded hig domimiots,

After Arjuna’s death, hig son, Juyadhyaja, reigtied
in Avanti, capitel® of the province of Avanit, as

| Mdlva s called in those days.  About a thousand
years later, the Bhojas, a branch of the Yidavas,
ynled in this part of the country. = Avanti sank into
obsctrity till the age of Gautams Buddha when it
became the great rival of Magadha and its King was
the fierce Pradydta (Pajjota) who ruled at Ujiayini
and wos the father of Vasavadattd, beloved of
Udayans, the king of the Vatsas, The story of



| EARLY HISTORY OF MALVA

i

U&aj:ana and Visavadabtd became the subject of &

beautiful drama by one of the earliest Sanskrit play-

wrights, Bliisa, who lived a few centuries after and
was also parrated in the Brhatkatha by Gunadhya
balf & millennium and more after the time of the
hero and the heroine and another half-millenninm
- later, when Kalidasa flourished, the story of Udayana
was the subject of conversation among the old
villagers of Awanti* who pointed out,
“Mera Vatsa-raja carried off the beloved daughter of
. Pradydta; hers too there was the golden garden of tale
belonging to that very king; here indeed roamed the
elephant Nalagiri (a furious elephant given, aceording
to legend, to Pradyota by Intlra) uprooting hig post in
madness; with these stories well-informed persons

divert their relatives who come on a visit to this
place.!! 2

Pradyota’s eldest son, Gopala, gave up the throne
to kig brother Palakka, and lived with his dear sister
Vasavadattd, at Kausimbi, the Vatsa capital.
Pilakka thereupon imprisoned Aryaka (Ajjaka), son
of Gopala; but Sarvalaka, a Brahmans, managed to
vaise a rébellion in which Aryaka slew Palakka and
¢ swyed his family and name’ as narrated in that most
humorous drama, the Mrechakatika by King Sidraka,
This play, thongh a few centuries later than the
events it deals with, gives us a vivid picture of life
in Ujjayiniin old days. Rogue elephants sometimes
broke loose, snapping the iron chain by means
of which they were tethered and wandered with
the broken chain dangling at the foot, while fright-
ened women ran away so rapidly that their anklets
dropped down, till the elephants which looked like
great mountains were felled down with an iron pole.

1 Magh. 80,
3 b, 32 (Pathak).
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In the sfreets abounded Banddha monks each carry-
ing a staff, a water-jar and a begging-bowl. Dogs
were sound asleep in the shops that looked outon the
market, Hetairae abounded, some who led ag self»
respecting lives as the chastest of wives. The science
and arb of thieving were cultivated by the profeges
of Skanda; they made holes in the walls where the
bricks had been eaten away by nitre and broke into
houses, The house of rich people had a number of
courtyards and the gateways of each were decorated
on festival occasions ; there were rows of balconies in
the first court brilliant as the moon or as sea-shells,
In the second courb cart-bullocks, buffaloes, horses,
monkeys and elephants were kept, In the third
coutt was a gaming-table, The fourth court was
reserved for musical performances, generally by
courtezans, The kitchen was in the fifth court.
Groldsmithis were working in the sixth court making
jewels for the ladies of the household and there
perfumes were being ground, Doves and parrots and
other pet-birds were kept in the seventh court. The
inmates lived in the eighth court where there was
an orchard, The king owned a garden outside the
city ; therein could be seen '‘trees adorned with
fruits and flowers, clinging creepers interlacing
round’ their trunks. Monkeys were hanging from,
the ‘leafy tree-top.' The administration of the city
was so much advanced that it possessed a law-couxt
presided aver by a judge and provided with beadles,
gild-wardens and clerks, The procedure of trials
was fixed by laws, though even in those days the
vich man could bend the law to suit his own

purposes,

The merry life of the people of Ujjayini is also
described by Kaliddss, Stdraka and Kaliddsa lived
much later than the age we are dealing with, Bat
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ag social life in India changes so slowly that
social conditions and the manner of life of the
peopie depicted in the mantras of the Rg Vada and
the Atharva Vada existalmost withont change to-day
in villages, it is quite probable that the Ujjayini of
‘Badrakn and Kaliddasa was in every respect the same
a8 that of Palakka, Bays Kalidasa,

#In the balconies of the palaces of Ujjayinl from the ayes
of the townswomen ' shot” unsteady side-glanoces
dazzled by flashes of lightning,” ** Exposed for sale in
the markets were brilliant pearlstrings with a precious
stone in the ocentre, crores of conch-shells and pearl-
oysters, emeralds dark-green like young grass, sending
forth rays of light., Ladies perfumed their hair with
incense which escaped from the latiice-windows. In the |
palaces filled with the scent of flowers and marked with
red lao from the feet of fair women, danced tame
peacooks,' 1

Into such a lovely city spread in the 4th century
B, C. the mild asceticism propounded by Gautama
Buddha and it soon became popular. Baunddha
‘Banyasis found the summits of the hills of Malva
and their peaceful atmosphere conducive to their
stadies and yoga practices; they founded several
monasteries there, Bauddha monasteries generally
.contained & very much larger number of Bhikkhus
‘than Brahmana or Jaina ones, becanse the rules of
the Saugata order were much laser than those of
the other congregations of Sanydsis. Hence ‘the
Sangharamas of the followers of Gautama were
built at spots which were sufficiently remote from
towns to permit of peaceful meditation apnd doctri-
nal debates, but yet close enough to the capitals of
kings or local chiefs toenable them to get a plentifal
supply of gifts of provisions for their larder and to
attract crowds of men and women to help to cele=
brate their gay festivals, The most populous of

3 Magh, 27, 33, 34.
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théir monasteries in Malva was that of Safici, a village

which redts on a hill, less than 800 ft, in height.

“ As with all the neighhouring offshoots of the Vindhyas,,
its formation is of sandslone, whish slopes, layer on
layer, in shelving masses down ite sides wherein the
Buddhist builders of old found a quarry for their stone
ready t6 hand and easily worked. In the various hues.
of this stone and in its rugged srags there is a wonder-
ful echarm alike of form and eolour, and thig charm is
enhanced by the wealth of jungle shrubs and trees.
which spring from every nook and orevice among the
giant boulders. The vegetation grows fres and dense
on allthe steeper slopes around the hill, but most luxuri~
antly on its southern half, in places where the high and
shady cliff's afford shelter against the sun, Here the aver~
green K hirni tree, with its sombre foliage, is especially
abundant, and here in the early spring the dhak or

. 'flame of the forest’,asit has been so happily called, sets.
the hill-side ablaze with its clusters of gorgeous
blossomag, affording a strangely gay and dazzling sétsing:
to the grey ruins that crest the ridges above." *

In a few centuries after the death of Gautama,
Bastern Milva (Akara) became separate from
Western Milya (Avant)) and the whole province:
came to be éalled Akardvanti. Adoka ruled over it as
Yuvardja before he ascended the throns of Magadha, -
Vidisa (now Bhilsa), 120 wiles east'of Ujjayini, was,
itg’ chief town, ' AsOkw, to signify his revercnce:
for the great ascetic Gautama, whose personality
dominated the minds of many Indians for about five:

,centuries after his Nirvina, built ab . Sifiei, or:
Kakanada, as it was called, In inseriptions, a siipe
of brick, (each brick measuring 16" X10% x 39,
probably “ roughly bhemispherical in shape, with a.
raised terrace encompassing its base and a railing and
a stone umbrella crowning its summit.” 2 Agoka also
set up a pillar on which was inscribed the dhamma.
that he preached for the benefit of laymen. ¥

i Marsh. Guide to Sitiei; p. 3.
2 Margh. op. cit. p. 32
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“About half a century after the death of AsGka,
- Kinge of the Simavediya Brihmaga family of the
‘Sungas suoceeded to the rule of North Tndia, Their
smain capital was Vidida. Pusyamitra, the first
_Bunga King, has been falsely aconsed of persecuting .
the Bauddhas, on the strepgth of an 1dle legend
recorded in late times, As a matter of fact, under
his rule and that of his immediate suceessors,
the brick stitpa of Safci was furnished with a stone:
envelope which made the dismeter of fhe siiipa
increase to over 120 feet and its height to abouf
54 feet, and & terrace was then added to it
“Over the masonry courses of both dome and terrace was
iaid a thiok coat of goncrete, finished off, no doubt, with
“'finer plaster, and possibly embollished with swags or

. garlands in relief and hanging from projecting turns, and
further relieved with colours and gilding.” *

On the top was then put an umbrella supported
by a pedestal box containing relies of the Buddba
with a railing round it. The next addition was @
ground balustrade of stone, given by various peaple
and made in imitation of a wooden railing. Then in
still later times were put up a processional path, &
gtairway flanked by balustrades and €nconmpassing
the terrace, gateways ((orapa) in the four direc~
tions, ete. :

The last king of the Sunga line to rule at Vidisa
was Bhagabbadra, and in the fourteenth yenr of his
reign, Heliodoros, a Yavana (Greek), ambassador of
Antialkidas, Yavana King of Taksasila, built a stone
pillar with the figure of Graruda on its top- This
pillar is now standing at a place called Desnagar,
near Bhopal, and was probably placed in the front
of s Vignu temple of wood which has now completely
vanished.  Heliodorog calls himself a Bhagavata,

"4 Marsh. op. oit, p. 33,

-
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which word, along with its synonyms, Sattvata and
Pafcaratra, meant in those days a worshipper of
Visnu, a Vaispava ; apparently in the pre-Christian
«enturies the walls of caste were not rigid and if
was not impossible for a mlgccha (foreigner) to
become a Vaisnava. This pillar is also noteworthy
becauge it proves that scbools of the Vaisnava
Agamas had made notable advances in philosophic
and ethical thought long before the 1Ind Century
B. €. They took over the simple concept of the three
steps of Visnpu, representing in early Vedic times
the three positions of the Bun-——at sunrise, noon,
and sunsel—and allegorized them as the throe steps
in the path that leads to immortality (érins amuia-
padani) viz., '
“ galf-control, self-denial, and watchfulness”’ (damo cage
apramada) for we find inscribed on the Garuda pillar
Trivd amutapadini. . . . (pta) anuthita ni, nayamii svago .
(m) damo cago apramade, * three are the steps to immor-
tality which. . . followed lead to heaven, (namely) self-
control, self-denial, and watchfulness.' *

TThe worship of Vignu and of Siva as prescribed
in the 4gamas, giving ample room for the manifesta-.
tion of the devotional (bhakti) instincts of man and
‘associated with a severe moral and spiritual training
were formidable rivals of the Jaina and Bauddba
.cults from their inception; as these latter made liftle
provision for man’s natural instincts of devotion to
God, they ‘soon obscured the former and superseded
‘entirely the latter, go that it does not exist any more
an the land of its birth and prevails only in foreign
countries shorn of the Indian agsociations which are
its soul and body.

A _century or two later, another city rose to impor-
tance in this region; it was called Dagapura, probably

LA, 8. R, 1908-09. p. 125.
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becanse it was made up of ten v_fi-lldges,_ which
together formed a unit of local administration. It

 was later called Mandasor and is to-day the

" headquarters of the district of the same name in

Central India Tt ig situated on the banks of the
Siwana, a branch of the Bipra, R

About this time or perhaps s little earlier, Avanti |
became the headquarters of a line of Ponrtiffs of the
Jainas. Then Avanti beeame subject to Baka-Pallaya
Riijas, who came over thesea from Sakasting on the .
borders of Persia. They were defeated and driven
out of Malva in the year 56 B, C. by a great hero
whose personal name is unknown,’but who had the
titles of Vikramaditys and Sakars; from this date
began the Vikrama Samvatsara, the era used in
Northern India up to our own days, After his fime
Jaina teachers began again to abound in Milva, and
to-day the reroains of numerous Jaina temples can
be seen in this province. In 77 A D, Castana, the
Saks, was crowned king of Milva and Surdstra.
From the coronation of this Saka king began the
era, now called the Salivahane Saka era, which
grevails throughout Southern India. These Baka

ajas, who were called also Ksatrapas or
Mabiksatrapas, ruled till 398 A.D, and during their
rule, the trade of India with Hurope was much
developed and the old town of Ujjayini became the
entrepot of India's foreign commerce, Goods from
the North, the East and the South were gathered in
that city by Srésthis (Seitis) whose descendants
are the Seths of modern days, and senf to the
seaports on the western coasts and thence 'to
‘Bgypt and Kutope. Greek astrologico-astronomical
knowledge spread from Alexandria to Ujjayini and
this, blended with Vedie astronomy, gave birth to
modern Indian astronomy, at first cultivated by the
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adholars of Ujjayinl which hence became the central
Jongitude from which all astronomical calculations
were made.

In the third century the power of the Saka
Ksatrapas declined chiefly on aceount of the rise of
Nagas, Murundas, Abhiras and other tribes, At the
end of the I11rd century A. D. & new line of kings
whose names ended in Varmd began to rulein
Hastern Malva, The famous Candravarma, one of
the early kings of this line, buils the famous Iron
Pillar get up now at Mehrauli in Delbi,

The last of the Saka kings of Malva was killed by
Candragupfa, son of Samudragupta, disguised as a
woman. With the exbinction of the Saka dynasty,
Milva became more or less subordinate to the
‘Gtuptas. Mandasor (then called Dasapura), men-
‘tioned in the inseriptions of the early years of the
Christian era, rose to prominence under Kumaras
gupta’s rale.

In the VIth century the Hiinas captured Milya.
‘Toramiina Sdha and his son, Mibhiragula, both devo-
tees of Siva, became its ralers. Then arose & great
Brahmana hero, called Visnuvarddhana Yasodhar

‘madéva, who, as he tells us in his Pillar Inscripiion
found near Dasapura, broke the power of the Litinas
and ruled as the over-lord of the whole country from

*“the nelghbourhood of Laukitya (Brahmaputra) fo the
mountain of Mahendra (in Orissa), the lands at the foof
of which are impenetrable becanse of the groves of
palmyra trees, and from the Mountain of snow (the
Him#laya), the table-lands of which are embraced by
the Gangi, to the Western Qcean,” *

Many great poets and scientific men flourished in
Malva during the reign of Ya&odharma Déva, who
‘was also hailed as Vikramaditya Sakari, "There is

* Gupta Inse., p.148.
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‘a tradition that “nine gems ' (navaratning) were the
ornaments of the Court of Navavikrama ; at the head
of them was Kilidasa, the greatest poet of India and

# native of Milva ; hence some scholars regard him
as belonging to the VIth century. 'Others of the

““nine gems” were Variha Mibira, (who himself
informs us that be belonged to the VIth century),
the author of the first extensive and systematic
treatises on Indian astronomy and astrology, Amara-
siihha, the lexicographer, Dbanvantari, a medical
writer, Bhatti, Vararuci, Sanko, Ghatakarpara, and

Ksapapaka, poets, ]

Yasodharmadsya's immediate descendants contin-
ued the patronage of literary men, but their power
soon waned ; the province of Milva broke up into
the ““Beven Milvas” and became the constant
battleground between the Pratihiras of Kanauj
(Kanyakubja) and the Ragtrakitas of Malkhad
(Manyakh@ta), who shared between themselves the
allegiance of its princelets. But the political
troubles of Malva did not interrupt the steady
pursuit of Sarmskrta studies ; not only did Vedic
lore flourish, but a steady stream of Bauddha
scholars flowed to Ohina, and in this period Buddha-
raksita, Gunabhadrs, Paramartha and Atigupta,
among others, went from Malva to Ohina and made
translations of Bauddha Samskrta works for the
benefit of the Chinese,



CHARTER II1

THE PARAMARAS

The (Navasahasankacarita by Padmagupta, one
of the greatest poets of Dhard, gives the legendary
history of the rige of the Paramaras, better than the
inscriptions which confain prasastis, eulogies, of

these kings. 1t says, :
«There (on mount Arbuda) the wise house-priest (Vasi-
stha) of the Ikavikus made s sage's grove, rich in wild
ri06, fruits, roots, fire-wood and K ule-grags,

His wish-granting cow was onoe gtolen and oarried away -
by the son of Gidhi (Viévimitra), as was that of Jama«
dagni by Arjuna, Kitavirya's offapring. ¢

Arundhat?, upon whose bosom thesilk garment was bathed

‘with tears, beoame 8 log, on acoount of her husband's
wrath, ( i

Thereupon the first of the judges of the Atharvaua songs
(Vasistha), with holy sayings, threw an offering into the
fire, which, kindling up with broad ‘flames, seemad to
bear an ascetic’s hair braid. \

Quickly & mansprang out of the firs, with bow and erown
and golden armour,

By him the cow of the wise man, led away by Visvimitra,
was brought back, as the sun brings bagk tha light of
day, which has been led away by the thick darkness.

Then tha grove-maidens took the cheek, weh with tears
of joy, from the supporting hand which is worshipped
by the devoutl. _

Jie received from the sage the fitting name of Paramira—
killer of the enemy—and & rular's power over the globe,
before ;whom. all the parasolg of all other kings were
ghut.”

In the post-Christian centuries when new families
rose to power and acquired the rale of large districte;

'__“1_- Ind, Ant, xxzvi, ps 162, (Nav, gih. Oar. xi; 64-TL)
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1t was the fashion to invest them with Ksattriya
status and invent an eponymous ancestor for them,
connecting, him with Vedic Rsis or epic heroes.
Such eponymous heroes wers Pallava, Cilukys and
Paramara. Princes who claimed descent from
Paramfira possessed the fort of Acalagadh near
Mount Abt and ruled over the surrounding districts
with Candrivati as capital. In the IX century a
line of Paramira princes became famous as the lords
‘of Malva and rose to such heights of power that
they became the protectors of the original Paramaras
of Acalagadh. This new dynasty was founded by
Upéndra, also called Krsnaraja. Like all founders
of new dynasties he had to contend with neighbout.
ing princes, and he celebrated his victories and estab..
lished the status of supreme sovereignty by enlist-
ing the aid of learned Brahmanas and performing
many Vedic sacrifices. Says Padmagupta,
" this sacrificer, before whom Indra was afraid (lest by
performing 100 ¥ajias, Upéndra should wsirp Indra's
throne), whose body was rendered holy by (many

avablirta) baths i.e. those taken st the end of sacrifices,
decked the earth with golden yiipas,”

Therefore an inscription describes him ag

* Upsndrarija, whose fame was proolaimed by the ime
mortals, satisfied by the multitude of all sacrifices,—
who wag a jewel among the twice-born and gained high
henour of kinghood by his valour,” 2

He liéad goon after 800 A.D., Hisson was also a

great warrior,

‘@ lion for the elephant-like hostile kings, the best of
heroes, Sri Vairisithha, who composced his own oulogy
by (erecting) pillars of vietory (everywhere) on the earth
that is bounded by the four oceans.” ¢

% Nav, xi. 78,
o R I

T Bd4-2
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’I'];; building of Jauasfhambhas was an old Indian
custom whieh Vairisiaha followed.

W From him sprang Sl Siyaka, & prince (standivg) in the
frat rank of conquerors, whose foot-staol was resplen-
dent and coloured by the rays of the jewela in the
diadems of kings.—he, the crowd of whoge enemies was
;ubtémrlged in the waves of the waters of the blade in his

an '!l

Prom the praises accorded to these Paramira kings
of the IX century, if can be deduced, that each
of them had to struggle hard with ‘neighbouring
princes and by means of vigtories over them build on

firm fonndations the rising power of Malva.

¢ From hinm sprang &1 Vakpati, a sun for (those) water-
lilies the eyes of the maidens of Avanti, {he who was)
resplendent with the rays of the sword in his hand, who
resembled Satamakha (Indra)and whosoe armies drank
the waters of the Gangd and of the Ogean.” *

This is the first definite reference to Ujjayini as the

capital of the Paramaras, A legend is parrated of
him that while encamped at Dasapura,

i during his father's life-time he found the people of thabt
digtrict on the verge of rebellion. He aalled the leaders
together and by his persuasive words oalmed theip

approhensions and averted u revolf. ¥rom that day he .

was given the biruda of Vikpatior the lord of eloguence.
The bards also oredit him with a campaignin Kimartipa
{Assam) in which he wag successful after 27 days’®
fighting.'" ? i ;

This explains the phrase in the inscription that his
armies drank the waters of the Gangé and the Ocean.

Mhe ingeription goes on to say that

“from him was born Vairisiriha 1L, whom the people
call Vajraba Svimi; by that king famous Dhard was
indicatad, when he slew the orowd of his enemies with
the sharp edge (dhara) of his sword.”

3B 1§ 287
9 Dhar State Gaz, p, 130,
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The rising strength of the Paramiras ronsed the
Jenlousy of rival princes and the necestity arose for
changing the capital from Ujjayini to DE&rd which
was better fitted naturally for effective fortification.
To distinguish the name of the place from dhivi
(sword-edge) it was called Dharanagari, but yet the
temptation to play on the several meanings of the
word (dhard) could not be resisted by later poets, as
will be noticed later om, Padmagupta 8ays  of
Vairisimhha that he was a
*“lion to bis enemies; his fame, bright as jasmine and lika
the moon, was as a mane to him j when the kingly swans
saw the bow of this prince, who was like Paulomi's

husband, they forsook the land, ag the regal swans
forgook the pond whoen they saw Indra's pond,” *

From him )

“ gprang he who is called his glorious majesty Harsa, tha
sound of whose trumpets was beantitul like the noise of
the roaring of \mighty elephants in the armies of
numerous hosfile kings, he, who, equalling the snalke-
eater (Garuda) in fierceness, took in battle the wealth
of King Khottiga,” 2

The Garuda was figured on the flags of Paramaras,
who were mostly worshippers of Vignu, Khotfign
who was defeated by this King, called by the several
names, Harsa Sinha, Harak Singh, $ri-Harsadéva,
Siyaka II, was the Rasirakiita king of Manyakhata,
who died in 972 A. D, A Prikrta poet, Dhanapila,
says in his Paiyalacchi that he composed that work

*when one thousand years of the Vikrama era and
twenty-nine besides had passed, when Mannakhsda
{M3nyakhtta) had been ‘plundered in consequence of an
attack (made) by the lord of Milva,” 3

s e

* Nav. xi, 83-4 (LA xxxvi, pp. 168-4).

i s v HR T -

* B. L ii, p.192.
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Siyaks II also conquered the lord of Radipati,
becides the head of a Keattriya house of the Hina
clan.* He was the first of & brilliant geries of hero«
Kings of Milva under whom that province became
the leading one in India. Giyaka 1T was succeeded
by Utpalarija, otherwise called Mufija, and Vakpati-
rija II. He was a great warrior, a poet and &
patron of poets.?
Moufija was
“the sole abode of good qualities, adorned the whole
earth, the growth of whose riches was proportionate to
' the deposits of wealth (which he received) from foes
that were conquered by his bravery, who, eultivating
sloquence, high poetry and the art of reasoning, coms
pletely mastered the lore of the Sdstras, who is ever
praiged by thevirfuous as his glorious majesty, Vak pati;
he whose lotus-feet were coloured by the jewels on the
heads of the Karnitas, Latas, Kbralas and Colas and
who possessed the fame of a tree of paradise, since he
granted to a crowd of suppliants whatever they desired;
who conquering Yuvaraja and slaying his generals, as
vistor, raised on high his sword in Tripurl,'' #

Tn this eulogy the mention of the Colas is merely
formal, because Mufija never came in contact with
¢hem ; nor can be recovered any details about his
fights with the Latas or people of Sonth Gujarat,
which had just been seized by a Canlukya prince
numed Barappa, probably some connection of Miila~
raja, the founder of the Caulukya (Bolanki) dynasty
of Gujarat, Yuvardja was the second Kalacuri king
of that name, who rrled oyer the C&di country with
Tripuxi (near Jabalpur) as his capital. He

“ P‘!‘Eﬁf‘i‘ she town of Tripurl so that it was like Indra's

city,

but was conquered by Mufija who slew him and his
generals and captured Tripu ¥i® Mufija’s most power.

i Nay, Sih, Car. xi, p. 89-90, 2 1, T, 1. pp. 224-27.

4, 1, 1 p. 237, & 1, L xii, p. 219, 5 @, L. i. p. 287,
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fal foe was Tailapa 1I, Ranarangabhima, terrible
on the fisld of battle, the exterminator of the Ry
trakita empire and founder of that of the second line
of Western Cilukyas. Six times (a legend makes it
sixteen) did Mufija invade the Calukya territory
and defeat Tailapa; he then added to his titles those
of the Rasgtrakiita emperors, viz,, Amoghavarsa, Sii
Vallabha, Prthvivallabha. But a rapidly moving
column of Tailapa’s soldiers kept on harassing,
whenever possible, Muiija’s subjects and the King of
Dhiard resolved to crash Tailapa finally. Rudraditya,
Mufija’s minister, was ill but yet tried very hard to
digsuade the King from starting on this project. He
reminded Muiija of an old prediction to the effect
that destruction would overtake him if he should
cross the Godavari, But Mufija looked upon
Tailapa with contempt, for he had defeated the-
Calukya six times before, In his overweening cor-
fidence, he crossed the Godavari and pitched his
camp south of that river, Rudriditya beard of the
King’s headstrong conduct and in despair entered
the flames of a funeral pile. Tailapa, with a sirong
army, whose ranks were swollen with contingents,
sent by several of his fendatories, suddenly fell upon
Muiija's grmy and cut it to pieces, '

Tu this battle took part, among others, Bhillama T,
a Mahasamanta, ©feudatory governor’ belonging
to the Yadava clan, which claimed descent from
tl Krgna, who therefore boxe the hereditary title of
** Bupreme lord of the town of Dviravati ” (Dvaraki)
and was a vagsal of Tailapa’s. He took Mufija
prisoner, binding him with a rope of mu#ija grass,
and thus ‘rendered firm the sovereign authority of
Ragarangabhima.’ Mufija was put in prison and
confined in & wooden cnge and on his head was
beaped insult on insult. While he was under con~ -
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finement, Mynilavati, widowed sister of Tailapa fell
in love with him and attended fo his wants, i

Meanwhile, certain of Mufija’s ministers dug &
tunnel which led to his prison in order that he might
escape through it. One morning when Muiija was
standing before a mirror, Mrnilavati approached him
from behind and saw reflected in the mirror, her
own wrinkled face by the side of the handsome face
of her lover. Her face turned dark with the thought
that his love for her would die soon, Muiija easily
road the idea that was passing through her mind
and said to her,—

tdavs Mullja, O weep not, Mrnilavatl, for thy fairness
departed, i

One pounds the hard crysfals of sugar, the powder still
tastes quite delicious.” ) .

But his face remained clouded, as he was brooding
over the plans of escape. Minalavati, to make sure
of the state of his mind, first gave him saltless food
to eat and then food with too much salt; he swal-
lowed both withont noticing the differspnce. Then
in order to wheedle his secret out of him, she ques-
tioned him in a charming voice, and at last he said
to her,—

T am about to escape from this prison by means of a
tunnel; if you will come with me, I will make you my
+ chief queen.'’

She thought that his love fox an elderly widow, who
had no good looks to stimulate love, would die soon,
but answered,— :

"“Wait & minute, T will fetoh my casket of jewels,”

and then rushed to her brother and betrayed to him
her lover’s secret plans. Mufija was thereaupon
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bound with cords and led like a chained monkey to

'beg from door o door, moaning,-~

*The hearts of men are filled with grief when they confide
in women,

Who wutter charming words of love to ocaptivate all
minds.”

He lamented,—
“ My horges, chariots, elephants, my foobmen, servants,
all are gone ;

O Rudriditya, now in heaven, call me; to join thes I
orave.”’

Mufija was finally led to the place of execution, and
he was told to think of his favourite deity (istadiva).
He, then, in imitation of the well-known Vedic
mantes recited during obsequies, ordering each
element of the body to go to the God whence it came,
exclaimed,—
* Fortune, his wife, will go to Govinda ;
To heroes’ heaven will go heroic fame}
When Mufja has departed from this earth,

" Saragvatl, abode of fame will be
Without a column to support her seab."’

[

He was then executed and his head was fixed
on & stake planted in the courtyard of the
palace of Tailapa II, and bathed everyday with
sour buttermilk. Verily, the Karnita King had
forgotten the old Indian ideals of Dharmayuddha,
warfare gnided by ethical considerations, which
inculcated chivalry to fallen foes, which required
the vigtorious king to grant respite to the defeated
one for the purpose of collecting a fresh army, which
forbade the victor to take advantage of the difficul-
ties of the enemy in the field of battle and which
ordained that all hatred should cease with the ces-
sation of hostilities !
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When young Bhoja, nephew of Muija, heard of
the savage treatment accorded to his uncle, he vowed
that he would avenge the insult when he became
King, Poets composed elegies on the misfortunes

of Muija. One pitiful lament may be quoted -~

o Phat treasure of glory, that Muija, the lord of Avanii
and elephants,
That long since was born ag abode of Sarasvatl, Goddesa
of Fortune,
The lord of Karnita imprisoned, despite of the wisdom
of ministers,
Tmpaled on a sharp stake; O verily dark is the path of
one's Karma. ;
The Lord of Ayodhys, he died out of sorrow for parting
with Rama,
Hlis earcase preserved in an oil-cask, delayed were his
funeral rikes long .
‘Beyond the dus seasen, prescribed for the purpose by
ordinances of Rsis.
Bowildered with moha of riches, thou laugh'st when
disaster o’eriakes one.
Thou feelest it strange that the fortunes of men are
inconstant? Yet knowest,

In watering ields with the water-wheel, the buoket now
empty is full soon ; i
The bueket that's full is soon found to confain not & drop

of water.”

Another elegy ran,
“He's dacked with a death's head, and his follower
Bhiigl is shrivelled in body 3
Fig riches an old bull; the state of the Great God ia
deplorable truly |
Then tell me, O sage, how poor Wwretches will fare when
misfortune and misery
Shall reach us and stand on our heads which are weary
with load of disaster |
The wide sea for moat and great Lanka for fortress, when
fortuno deserked him,
QGreat Rivana lostall. O Mifja, what room for despair
in thy case is "
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Mufija was an accomplished poet and attracted to
his court & large number of scholars and poets whom
he liberally rewarded, Many of Muiija's verses are
found scattered in Merutunga’s Prabandha cintd-
mani, Ballila’s Bhojaprabandha and similar chro-
nicles and also in works on dlahkara composed in
later times. Padmagupta, the greatest of the poets
0f his eourt, thng eulogized him.

* Wa worship his Majesty Vakpati, only support of the
creeper of heaven, great Vigl,
Through favour of Mufija we walk on the path of thia
prince of all poets on earth in our life-timd.”

Others of his proteges were Dhanafijaya, author
of the treatise on dramatic composition, Dadaripa,
his brother Dhanika, who wrote a commentary
thereon, called Dasaripivaloks and another work
called Kavya nirpaye and who calls himself the
Mahasadhyapdld, of Utpalarija, Dhanapila, author
.of the Lexicon, Paiyalacchs, and Halayudba, who
.composed a varttike on the Pingala swtras, who
praises Vakpati ““as the tree of paradise that grants
the wishes of all suppliants.”

Notwithstanding his constant wars, and his ardent
«devotion to the muses, Muiija found time for archi-
dectural activities. He is

v gradited with oonsiderable activity in the ersction of
buildings and the biggast of the twelve arbificial lakes
round Dhard, called the Mufja-sigara, is said to have
been one of his undertakings. Tradition has it thab
numerous fine bathing-ghats surrounded it; but of these
there are now no traces, and if they existed they musk
have been silted up. The tank near Jahiiz mahil at
Mindu known as the Muiija talio is also supposed to
be his handiwork. Ghats are said to haye been erscted
by him at Mandhats, Mah8séver, and Kubja-saiigam
{(near Dharmapuri) and he is credited with improving
the tortifications of Ujjayinl end beautifying Dhir with

19136

i Dhar State Gaz, p, 135
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- =-These were not the only forms of generosity
which Vakpati 1T practised. He built and repaired
iemples and gave grants of lands to them as well as.
to learned Brahmana teachers, Thus he made in
980 A, D, to the Bhattariki Bhattssvari, the form
of Kali who was worshipped as the presiding deity
of Ujjayinf, a grant of the village of Sembalapnraka.
‘When he made the grant the king was at Bhagava-
tapura, and the purpose of the gift was to provide:
for the worship of the goddess in the temple, and
keeping the building in repair,t A specimen of the:
second kind of gift was the grant in 974 A.D, made
while he was staying at Ujjayini of the village of'
Pippartka on the north banks of the Narmadi, to the
very learned Brahmana teacher, Sri Vasanticarya
~who had migrated from Abicchatra south to Malya.®

Sindhurija (Sindhula) was Muiija’'s = younger
brother. He took to wife a Nigs princes, named
Sagiprabhi, the daughter of Vajranknss of Ratnii«
vati, The relations between Mufija and Sindhnla.
were not always pleasant.® It is said that on
account of Sindhula’s unruly behaviour, he was
banished once, He then settled in Gujardt near
the town of Kasahrada near the modern Ahmadabad;
ultimately he made peace with Mufija, who, when
he started on his last expedition against Tailapa,
“ placed the earth in Sindhurdja’s arms.” After
Mufija’s death he mounted the throne and made
Padmagupta his chief court-poet, The poet refers
to this when he says i~

“ When his Majesty Vikpati was about to ascend to

heaven, ha placed a seal on my songs; Sindhurdja, the:
younger brother of that brother of posts, now breaks

it &
* Ind. Ant. xiv. p. 159. 8 B. I, L. pp. 228-29,
2 I'b. vi. p. 53. 4 Nav, Carii. 7.
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Sindhurdja succeeded his brother in 997 A.D..
He assumed the birudas of Navasahastnka snd
Kumara Nardyana. His chief minister was Yado«
bhata Ramingada and chief court-poet and bio«
grapher, Padmagupta. It was fashionable in those:
days for each king, as soon as he was crowned, fo
set about fighting with his royal neighbours.
Sindhurija fought with and defeated the chief of the-
Hiipa Ksattriya bouse as well as the rulers of the
Kosalas, of the inhabitants of Vagada, of the Litas
and the Muralas, The Kosalas were the people of
Mahikosald, south of the Vindhyas, in the Central
Provinces. Vagada was close to the north-western
frontier of Malva. The Muralas were the feudatories.
of the Caulukyas in the west coast of India,

" From the Prabandhakiras (authors of the chro-

nicles dealing with mediaeval Rajas) we also hear of |

‘Sindburaja’s struggles with the Caulukyas, Cimuan-
darija and Vallabhardja of Anahilvaid, Camundsraja
was a man of evil life and finally abdicated in favour-
of his son, Vallabharaja and proceeded on a pilgrim-
age to Benares. On his way through Milva, Ca-
mundaraja was deprived of his umbrella of state and
other marks of royalty. He proceeded on his journey,
but sent bis son a message praying him 6o take
revenge for this insult on the Malva King,* Vallabha-
rija, also called Madanadankara invaded Malva
and invested the fortifications of Dharh, but died of
small-pox during the siege. Hence Bhdoja, son of
Sindhurdja, inherited another feud, this time with
the Caulukya Rajas of Anahilvid, capital of Gujarat.

S8indurdja unlike his successor preferred to re-
side at Ujjayini, for Padmagupta says,

“reciding in the town of Ujjayini, he rules all around.” *

* Dhar State Glas. p. 140. REsm3Ia i, 76. LA, xxxvi. p.17L.
2 Nay. xi. 99.
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—_ _Bhaoja was the son of Sindhurdja and nephew of

Mufija. Like Ksattriya princes throughout the ages,
he underwent an extensive course of studies, He
‘acquired a ripe Barskrta scholarship., He studied
all the available Sarhskrta books on king-craft, Fe
became skilful in the use of the thirty-six weapons
used in those days in warfare. He mastered the Sixty=
foar arts which had then grown to perfection in
India, Above all, he became an accomplished poet
-and a scholar who could hold his own in learned de-
bates agninst the greatest scholars of his time.
Three bundred years after his death a story of his
youth found its way into books. It was probably
not *based on fact, but it is foo interesting to be
‘consigned to oblivion, Mufija, it would appear, be-
-came jealous of his nephew’s popularity ; but matters
came to & head when a celebrated astrologer exam-
ined the horoscope of young Bhoja and proclaimed
the following prediction :—

“For fifty years and five and six more moons besides
thres days

Shall Bhdja rule a’e; Siksinipatha and CGauda too,”

i. e, all over Tndia, both north and south of the
Vindhyas. ‘Rale’ in this prophetic utterance
merely meant the premier place among Kings,
Muiija thereupon resolved to remove this possibie
rival to his glory and ordered some men of the lowest
«caste, (Gonds from the interior of Milva, to take
Bhoja to the heart of the forest and slay him there.
The ruffians, however, were smitten with pity on
beholding the beauty of his person and hearing the
sweetness of his cultured voice, They agreed to take
to the king a communication from Bhoja. There-
upon the young prince-poet wrote on the leaf of a
‘tree a stanza to the following effect i—
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(AL Mandhiita, lord of earth, the ornament of the foremost:
. 'age of all, is gone; !
© Where's he who bridged the sea, the foe of Rivana,
possessor of ten heads. :
Yudhisthira and more, many more, O king, have reignod.
for long before thy time ; _ '
 Along with none of them did go‘the earth, with thee.
alone 'twill pass away ! ”

Muiija shed bitter tears when he read this missive
and ordered Bhdja to be brought back to him and:
restored to his rightful placein the royal court, The
legend goes on to say that Muiija, for the purpose-
of expiating his sinful attempt at murder, performed:
& pilgrimage to the Dharmiranya lying on the eagt:
of the lesser Rann of Kacch and founded there g
town called Mufijapuram, ,

On the death of Sindhurfija in the second decade.
of the XI century, Bhoja succeeded to the throne.
and permanently shifted the capital to Dhard, which
was Bituated on an island surrounded by a ring of
lakes joined together by deep ditches, with ramparts
40 to 30 feet high rising above them, Hence he
was frequently referred to as Dharésvara, a title not

' accorded to his predecessors.



CHAPTER IV

BHOJA’S CONTEMPORARIES

Let us study awbile the political map of Indis
in the first half of ithe XIth centuryand consider
which dynasties ruled over the different provinces
into which India was divided and which Kings
were the contemporaries of the great Bbdja Raja,
the most accomplished of the Kings of the time,
‘Gtandhara was the border province in the North.
west of India since Vedic times, if not earlier; but
the Bribmans Bahi kings of that district had,
before the century began, been driven to the banks
«of the Bindhu, From the commencement of the
century, when Bindhuraja was on the throne of
Malva and for several years after Bhoja succeeded
bim, Mahmid Y&min al Daula, Amir of Ghazni,
conducted almost every year his daring raids into
Indian territory. In the words of the great Muham-
madan savant, Al Bariini, he

atterly ruined the prosperity of the country and pers

formed there wonderful exploits, by which the Hindus

became like atorus of dust scattered in all directions,
and like a tale of old in the mouths of the people.” *

The Braihmana Sahi Kings had to bear the brunt of
the onslanght. Jayapila sought to wipe off the dis-
grace of defeat by entering the burning flames,
His son, Anandapala, fought valiantly with “ Ham-
mira (the Amir), leader of the Turuska army, fall of
atratagem ” and, though helped by contingents
gent by several Rajas, could not stem the flood of
invasion. Anandapila’s son, Trilécanapila was also
defeated by Mahmid, and «the royal glory of tha
Bahis vanished (down to their very) name.”? The

% Ind. tr. Sachau, i, p. 22.
2 Rajatar. vil. 66.
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~ greater part of the Punjab was added to the domin-
gons of the Ghaznavi dynasty. Sindh was conquered
by Wazir Abdur-Razziq, the general of Mahmiid in
1025 A.D. and passed to the hands of the Amir of
Ghazni.

Kasmir, protected by her mountain-walls, escaped
the cruel attentions of the Amir of Ghazni, and was
enjoying the benefits of peace after the stormy
reign of the dissolute Queen Didda, under the rule
of the Liohara Kings. Sangramarija, the first of

J

this line, helped Trilocanapila in his struggle

with Mahmiid. Anantavarmi, patron of scholars,
sncceeded himin 1028 A,D. and, when the Sahis
were finally expelled from their throne and theip
province wag brought under Ghaznavi doniinion,
the relics of the honse of Brabmapa sovereigns,
Rudrapila and others, took service in the Kasmir
cours and were given large salaries to enable them
_to keep up tbeirroyal style ofliving. Petty Himala-
yan states, like that of Camba were beyond the reach
of the long arm of Mahmid and were ruled by their
own chiefs, feudatories of Kasmir, Silavahana
and Somavarma of Camba were Bhoja's contempo-
‘ raries, They built shrines of timber adorned with
ﬁmceful wood-carving. But Mahmid cruelly plun-
ered and destroyed the holy temples of Nagarkok
and other places in the Kangra Valley, and the
ancient Trigarta, which Rajas of Jalandbara had to
rebuild, when the flood of Islam ebbed from their
boundaries. Indracandra of Kangra buils, after
Mahwiid’s refreat, a Siva temple with & nends in
fronf, covered by an open pavilion supported by
ornamentsl pillars.®

* A. 8. R, 1902-03, pp. 269-70.
. %Th 1905-06, p. 15,
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The Kingdom of Paficala, famonsas the premier
one of India in the later years of the Vedic period,
rose again to that proud position in the days of
Harsa (VIIth century) and of ghe Pratibira em-
perors Mihira Bhoja and Mahsndrapala (LXth ‘cens
tury). Kanauj, the ancient Kanya Kubja, extending
for abount four miles along the east bank of the
Gangh, and adorned with lovely gardens and tanks
of clear and sweet water, was its capital. Tt was ever
the home of Vedic lore and its Beihmanas were con-
gsidered the bluest blooded in Indis. But its power
waned in the Xth century ; Rijyapala was 1ts King
when Mabmid appeared before Kananj early in
1019 A.D. Rajyapila made a feeble resistance and,
thongh his capital had seven forts to protect ity let
it fall into the Amir’s hands in the course of one
day. Rajyapila made an abject peace withe the
vistor and retired. to the opposite bank of the
Ganga, for which piece of cowardice he was geverely
punished by the other Iindu princes as will be

presently narrated.

Jejibhukti, now kunown as Bundslkhand, lying
between the Narmadi and the Yamund, was ruled
over by Kings of the Rijput clan of (andéllas, who
wazed in strength as the power of Pancila waned in
the Xth century. The strong fortress of Kilafijara
wasocoupied by the Cafidélla king, Yasovarma in that
contury and this helped the dynasty to attain pres
eminence in North India and reduce the power of
Pancila. Farly in the XIth' century the Candglla
capital was Khajuraho, “a wonderful town— fnrnished
with big arches of great value”, built in 1000 A D,
by Kokalla, a petty chief and feudatory of the Cana-
d5llas, who also built there a temple of Vaidyanatha
with *“a lofty golden dome” and “a splendid
canopy ” for the god, and seftled *‘a very learned
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crowd” of Brihmanas near,* Meanwhile the
fortress of Gopadri (Gwalior), the ancient possession
of the Pratiharas of Kanauj, was captured by Vajras
‘dama, head of Kscchapagbiata (Kscchvaha) eclan,
who became the feudatory of the Candslla monarchs.
Ganda, ** the unrivalled hero” becawe its kingin
1001 A.D. When Ansndapila organized in vain a
eonfederacy of Hindu princes in 1009 A.D, to
oppose Mahmiid, it is said that Gapda seut a con-
tingent. The cowardly snrrender of Kanauj by
Rajyapala in 1019 A.D. encouraged Mahmid to fall
suddenly on Kalafijara, defeat the Candslla general,
Candra, and plunder the fortress, Thereupon Ganda
organized & confederacy of Hindu princes to punish
Rajyaspila. The head of the army sent for thig
purpose was his son Vidyadhara. Of this great
prince it is said that be
“gathered the flowers of the fame of hig enemies” and
* Bhojaddva (of Dhird) together with the Kalacuri-
candra, ‘ moon of the Balacuris' (GANgdyadBva), wors
shipped, full of fear, like a pupil, (this) magter of war-

fare, who had caused the destruction of the king of
Kinyakubja, and who was lying on a couph.™

Probably young Bhoja and Gangsyaddva took parf
in awarding punishment to Réjyepila. But the
actual person who put an end to Rajyapila’s ligg*
was Arjuns, fendatory of the Candgllas. Vidyadhara
was succesded by Vijnyapiladgva, o
i whoge conquest of the world was stopped only by the
ovean j when Gaigiyaddva, who had conquered the

world, perceived before him (this) terrible one . . . the
lotns of his heart closed the knot of pride in battle.”®

3 Wp. Ind. i. p. 152,
a.Ib, 1. p, 219,
s Iboi pe 219,
8443



" Read between the lines this merely means that
Vijayapiladsve bad no actual accomplishment to
hig credit, He was .

L Emluent by widespreading fame {and) purifying con-
act,” *

and quietly submitted to Bhoja.

Arjuna, the ruler of Gwalior, from 1004 A.D, to
1034 A.D., was

“an ornament of the Kacohapaghata family, (who)
anxions to serve Vidyadharadsva, slew in battle Sr¥
Rijyapala with many showers of arcows which pierced
his neckbones.” * _

He was succeeded by his son, Abbimanyun. Of
him it is gaid, :

i the celebrated King, Bri Bhoja, has widely celobrated the
skill which he showed in his marvellous management of
horses and chariots and in the use of powerful
weapons,”

In other words, he, too, acknowledged Bhoja as his
suzerain lord,

At Kanauj, Rajyapala was succeeded by Triloca.
papaladéva. He kept up the practice of bestowing
giits for the sake of spiritual benefit, In 1027 A.D,
he resided near Prayigs and distributed a village
among 6,000 Brahmanas.® But the greatness of
the Pratibiras was gone, never to return. The
Paramaras, the Candéllas, the Kalacuris and even
the S§olas of remote Tanjore interfered with the
affairs of Kanauj and appointed governors from
among their relatives to adminigter the states into
which Kapauj was broken up, Adventurers set up
independent government in parts of the proVince,

1 Ep. Ind, i. p. 208,
2 [b. ii. p. 232-6.
3 Ind. Anb. 2viil, p. 84,



Thus in the Badaun (Vodamayiita) district to the
north of the Candglla dominions was established s
petty line of Rastrakiita kingsin the XIth century by
one Candra; this state soon became a bulwark
capable of resisting the intrusion of the power of the
Hambirag (Ghaznavis) to the east of the Panjab,*

Kast of Sindh, south of the Panjab and the
west of the Aravallis in the desert vegion of Marvid,

a branch of the Paramira family ruled at Jalse

(Jabdlapura). This family was exterminated when
the Nadol Cahamana Kirttipila made Jaldr his
capital.

On Mount Abii itself yuled the original branch of
the Paramira family with Oandrivati as capital,
Dandhuraja of this line averse from rendering
homage to the Caulukya Bhimadava I, took refuge
with Bbojadéva. His son Kisnarija was taken
prisoner by Bhima and held captive till he was
compelled to release the Paramira by Balaprasada,
successor of Anahilla, the Cahamana chief of
Miarvad.?

On the eastern side of the Arivallis was Mevad,
where lived the Sisddias, the purest-hlooded amongst
the Rajputs. There at Citér or more propetly
Citorgadh, on a long isolated hill lying above seventy
miles to the east of modern Udaipur, was founded &
city by Bappa, who was born in the forest to which
his widowed mother had fled for refuge from & far-
away corner of Kathiavad, when her husband’s
kingdom was sacked and laid low and he died on the

battle-field. The child grew to manhood among the

wild Bhils and he became their chieftain and carved

* Ep. Ind. i, p. 64.
% Ib, xi, p. 68.
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st for himeelf a kingdom around the impregnable

rock of Citdr in the VIIIth century, and founded a
house which has continued the Ksattriya tradition
unbroken to our own days. Bhdja’s contemporaries
among the princes of this house were Naravarmi
and Kirttivarm%, who were not very -great
monarchs. frro

To thenorth of the Aravallig, still on high land is
 fhe lake of 8ambhar (Sakambhari), In the district
round this lake ruled the Cihamina (Cauh&n) clan,
destined to earn undying fame in the next century,
The Caubin contemporaries of Bhdja were Vakpati
and £ Candra. From this Sakambhari family
~ there branched off anotherline of Cahamanas, which
had its capital at Naddiila, the modern Nadal, in the
Jodhpur state of Rijaputana. The Naddila chief-
tain at the beginning of the century was Ahila who
fought with Bhimadéva of Gujarit, He was sne-
ceeded by his uncle, Apahilla, He continued the
feud with Bhimad@éva, captured Sikambhari, killed
fadba, o general of Bhojadéve, and defeated the
Turuska King, Mahmid of Ghbazni in one of
his raids.* The Cahaminas of Nado] exterminated
she line of Paramaras of Mount Abi at abouf the
end of the century. [Like the Paramaras of Can-
dravati, there was another minor branch of the
family, which ruled over another part of Arbuda,
Mandala, the region round Mount Abf. Purpapils
of this branch was the contemporary of Bhoja and
his widowed sister Lidhini restored an ancient témple
of the Sun and founded a tank (vapi) in Vats
(Vasantagadh) east of Ab®.* '

. Mo the west of Bhoja's dominions was the country
of the Caulukyas ZSﬁlaﬁkis), which was calied

1 ¥p. Ind. xi. pp. 68-9,
8 [b, ix. p. 11,
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Gujarat, Tts capitéi was Anahilavad. When the
century began the Solanki King was Camundadava.

Irhaling even from afar the breeze perfumed with the
ighor of his excellent elephants, Sri dindhurdja (of
Mslyva) fled together with his own elephants that wers
cowed by the smell of (their opponents,) rut and van-
ished in sneh wise that even the trace of the fame of
that prince was lost,” *

Before 1010 A. D, he was succeeded by his son
Vallabharija,

*a orést-jewel among princes who astonished the circle of
the earth by his bold deeds. Dengely dark smoke,
rising from the empire of the Milva King, who quaked

- on hearing of his marching, indicated the spread of the
fire of his anger.” *

As already said, Vallabhardja died of smali-pox
when investing Dhara, After him

*ruled hia brother, oalled Sri Durlabharija, who though
his heart was bent on love, was not eagily accessible
(duriabha) to the wives of others. When Glled svith
anger, he somewhat contracted his arched eyebrows,
that forthwith indicated its resulf, the destruction of

the Liata country.” 2

After him ruled Bhimadsva I, the great rival of
Bhoia,

‘'who, though terrible (bhima) to his foes, ever granted
- enjoyments to his friends (and) as ruler, carried this
load of the earth. What wonder was there that his
horses supremely skilled in accomplishing the five:
paces (called dhara) quickly gained Dhark, the capital of

.. the emperor of Milva.” ¥

This event as well as other dealings between
Bhima and Bhoja will be described in the next two
chapters ; but it may be mentioned here that
Vimala S, generala@ﬂvﬁmaayaka) of Bhima con-

AN s S

1 Ep. Ind. i, p. 802, Sindhurija, in this passage has been
understood as * King of Sindh.' We know of no such King
in this period,
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il gtructed on Mount Abii, one of the most beantifnl of
Indian temples in 1031 A.D, During Bhima’s reign
‘Mahmiid of Ghazoi is said to have done his final
act of greatest daring—the dash on Somandths in
Gujardt and the gpoliation of ity widely venerated
temple. This event, Al *Utbi, Mahmid's official
biographer, though he lived after it is supposed to
have taken place, does not mention; it is first
described by Tbn Asti, two hundred years after
Mahmid's time, The rebuilding of the temple soon
, after Mahmiud's sapposed destruction of it is not
; mentioned in inscriptions, and it is impossible to
| believe ‘the story that the hero-king of Gujarat, the
' rival of Bhoja, fled at the approach of Mahmiid and
concealed himself in a distant fort when the Amir

leisurely plundered and destroyed the sacred fane,

At Valabhi, in & corner of Gtujarib there lived
from the VIth century and perbaps much earlier a
family of Maurya chiefs. They were great patrons
of Brahmanas, Of this family Bhailéka and Bhimae
rija were contemporaries of Bhoja. /

Qonterminous on the east with the dominions of
Bhoja was the Kingdom of Cédi, famous from the
Vedic age. The Cédis claimed descent from the
Haihayas, famous warriors of the Vedic period. After
that age the Haihaya clan never lost hold of Central
India and under that name, or that of C&di or of
Kalacuri exercised dominion there, which now power-
ful, now weak, never became quite extinct. The
province was called Dahala; Gangéyadsva was its
King in the beginning of the XIth century. Taking
advantage of the decay of the power of the Drati-
hiras of Kanaunj, he extended his sway to Prayiga
and Kasi in the South-eastern part of the empire
over which the great Mihira Bhdja once ruled.
@angéyaddva was

BHOTA
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& on the heads of enemies, (and) the
lord of the fortune of the heroes with a chest broad like
an emerald tablot, (and) with smiling eves, (and) with
his two arms, surpassing the length of a city-bar, the
orest-jawel of crownad heads, he has become famous
under the name of Vikramiditya.' 2

Another inscription records that

** wishing to run away from him with dishevelled hair

(the King of Kuntala) who was deprived of his counbry
| oame to possess it again.' ?

Sueh conquest of provinces and restoration of them
to dofeated kings was & very common incident in
Indian History, for kings then fought not to annex
the countries of rival kings, but merely to prove on
the field of battle their superior prowess, Like
other kings of the age Gangeyadsva was a bailder
of temples. He built “a Msre without equal”,
Méru being a hexagonal temple with twelye stories,
variegated windows, and four entrances,® Gangsya-
dgéva was a great warrior; an inscription of the rival
Candglla royal house incidentally says that he ¢ had
conquered the world ”,* and Al Bériini mentions him
in his Indika,® which means that Gangsyadeyva
was 80 great a king that his fame reached the ears
of that foreign writer. Gangéyadsva was also a
very pious person, for,

“fond of residing at the foot of the holy fig-treo of Pra«

yAgs, hae found salvation thare together with his hundred
wives?’',

by drowning in the holy waters of the three united
atreams, the Gangd, the Yamuna and the concealed

1 Hp: Ind. i p. 6. 4 Ep. Ind, i. p. 919,
%15, xiiv p. 215. & Ib. i, p. 212,

3 Ib.ii. p. 15. ® Ib, xii. p. 215.
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T Sarasvati. His son was Kaena, the last of Bhoja’s

rivals, whose dealings with the lord of Malva wil}
be described in a subsequent chapter.

Fast of Benares, right up to Kamarfipa (Agsam),
ruled at Munghyr Manhipala I and after him Naya-
pala, devout princes who were Bauddhas and buils
temples of Siva, Visnu, and Siirya and gave gifts to
learned Brahmanasg, * for pleasing Gautamsa, the
Bangata ’’, who had about this time been recognized
ad ‘an incarnation of Visnu undertaken for the
purpose of inculcation of mercy fo animals and
patting a stop to the wholesale slaughter of them in
the name of the Vedic Yajrin, The Pilas practised
the Tantrika rifes which bad, in later Buaddhism,
usurped the place assigned by the Buddha to ethical
culture, and sent teachers of these practices to Tibet
where they have found firm root. At the same time
as the Palas, other dynasties ruled over the outlying
parts of Bengal, A family of kings whose nanies
ended in Varmi held court at Simbapuora in Ridha
in the north of Bengal. Jatavarmai, of thig line,
conquered a part of Kimariipa, He was the son-
in-law of Karna of Cédi. A line of Candras ruled
at Candradvipa in Hast Bengal. Govinda Candra
of this house was the contemporary of Bhoja, Over
Kamartipa proper ruled a family of kings whose
names, ended in-~pila, but who were different from
the Great Pilas of Munghyr. Dharmapala of thig
line reigned at the same time as Bhoja.

South of Bengal, in Orissa, the northernmost park
of Trikalings, which had absorbed its middle part,
Kongodha, and along with it a pset of Maha.
kosala to the west, wa3s ruled over by the Késari
line of Kings with Yayitinagar (now Jijnagar) as
capital. TIn the early years of the XTIth century, one
Indraraths ruled at this place. The temple of
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annith (Parl) was under the control of the Késaris
and in those days in that temple Purugdttama
(Vignu) stood between a Siva linga and a figure of
Durga., ‘

Bouth of the dominions of the Kgsaris was
Kalinga proper, under the rule of the Gangas, who
had emigrated in the IVth century from Kalahala
(Kolar in Maisiie Province): These kings built
numerous temples and Bhoja's contemporaries
among them were Kamdrnava and Vajrahasta III,

The Karnatd Kingdom, as the dominions of the
greab line of the Western Calukyas of Kalyani was
called, was, when tha century began, under the rule
of “the auspicions king of Kings, supreme lord,
supreme master, Akalankacarita (of spotless conduct)
Trivabedanga, (a wonder among those who pierced
their foes), ornament of the Calukya races, slayer of
Tamils, the auspicious king Satyidsraya ”.* He was
frequently fighting with the great Tanjore S5las
and had generally the worst of it in those battles.
One of his feudstories was Bhillama of S&nnadésa,
- *ornament of the Yadu race, attended by the fortune
of valonr—, . . . (and)a pain in the head of the
Mialavas ”2, for in the time of his former suzerain;
he fook Muiija captive in battle. Satyasraya was
succeeded by Vikramaditya V in 1009 A.D, and he
ruled for two years, One of his fendatories was
Iriva-Nolambadhirdjs, of a branch line which
sprang from the great Pallavas of Kifel. After
Vikramdaditya V, ruled bis brother, Jayasiraha II
Jagadekamalla (the sgole wrestler of the world),
Among hig fendatories were, besides Bhillama TI1,
the Yiadava, Oittardja who was ruling over the whole
of the Konkan in 1026 A.D. and the Kadambas of

* Ep. Ind. gvi. p, 75. ? Ep, Ind. xv, p. 37
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(toa. Jagdskamalla had to fight with Rajendra
Solw Parakesari Varmi, who planted a column of
victory 'in Kolbdpur in the Calukya territory?
Jayasitiha's relations with Bhoja will be deseribed
in the next Chapter. He was succeeded by his
gon, 36masvara I Trailckyamally (the wrestler of the
three worlds) and Ahavamalla. He had numerous
vassals, viz,, the Kadambas, the Siliharas, the
Sindas, ete. His relations with Bhoja will also be
veferred to in the next Chapter, G

A branch of the Sinda family, belonging to the
Nagavaraia ruled over Bastar (in the Central Pro-
vinces). Their capital was Cakrakota, which was
captured by Rijendra S5la, who invested the Naga
vaméa King when the latter became his vassal, a3
was the custom in those days with his title of
Madburantakadevi., «

In South India proper (apart from the Deccan),
from the banks of the Kysna and the Tungabhadrd
to Oape Comorin, the power of the Tanjore Sclas
wag supreme, Rajardjs Rajakssari, after a series
of vietories on land and sea established on fiem
foundations the Sola power, built at Tanjore
the temple of Brhadisvara, the first temple built in
India on a very large scale. In the second decade
of the XIth century, he was succeeded by Rijéndra
Parak@sari, who proved to be even a greater king
than his father, and agreater warrior than the Noxth
Indian heroes of his time, Vidyadhara the Candglla,
Gangeéyadéva the Kalacari, Bhoja the Paramara and
Bhima the Solanki, He conquered Idaiturainidun
in the Maisir tercitory, Vanavasi, the Kadamba
province, Mannaikkadakkam (Manyakhata), the
capital of the Rastrakiitas and the first of the later

8.1 1.1, p. 138,
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Calukya emperors ; then Ceylon and all the islands
round the South Coast of India; then Irattaippadi,
another part of the Cdlukya dominions: he then
started on a Napoleonic campaign towards the
north ; he captured Sakkarakkottam (Cakrakota)
and traversed Kalinga which submitted to him and
defeated Indraratha, the Kasari King of Adinagaram
(Yayatinagar) ; he subjugated Oddavisayam (Origsa),
Mihakdsala, Dandabhukti (Mrsidabad Dt.), defeated
Dharmapala of Assam, Ranasiira, Govinda Candra
and Mahipala and thus Kamarfips,Radha and Bengal
lay at the feet of the conqueror. His influence
reached Kananj, where he sef up one of his own
wmen to ‘rule’ the conntry, He then assumed the
title of Gangaikonda Sola, the $5la who conguered
(the region of) the Gtangd ; he then founded a new
capital, called Gangai-konda ﬁﬁ}apurnm, oot far
from the mouth of the Coleroon, a branch of the
Kiyari, larger than the mother-river, and a royal
palace five miles in circuit. Near his palace he built
a temple on the same scale as that of his father at
Tanjore and installed there a lingam, which well
deserves its name of Brhadisvara, the Great Loxd,
being thirty-six feet tall. He also built a large fresh
water lake called Ponneri, the golden lake and sances
tified it by having several pots of holy Gangd water,
sent to him daily by his northern feudatories,
poured into it. He then enlarged his fleet, invaded
Burma and compelled the kings of Burma, Siam
. and Java to acknowledge his sway, His inscrip-
| tions range {rom Kalings to Biam. Verily in the
first half of the XIth century India was the land of
giants ! )



CHAPTER V

BHOJA’S WARS

Tt was the fashion in those days for each great
Raja to keep fighting with other great Rajis, oppo=
nents worthy of carrying on passages of arms with
them. The motive of these wars was not so much
to annex any portion of the territoriés of his neighs.
bours as to prove the king’s prowess and to asgert his
claim to the more or less empty title of the Cakras
varéi, Supreme lord of Bharatavarsa, These Rajas
loved to include, in their official documents, grandi-
loquent phrases indicative of their suyperiority to®
others and describing the successes achieved by them
in battle and the acts of charity done by them.
From these phrases the history of India from
the age of the Mauryas almost up to that of the
establishment of the British Empire can be recons
structed. But often these epigraphs contain vague

-self-laudatory statements, conventional phrages,
meaning nothing in particular. As a rule, eulogies,
which are only exercises in general flattery and do
not mention facts, have fto be separated from
definile statements of historical events and treated
as useless for purposes of history.

The Prabandhas or chronicles, composed cen-
turies after the death of the kings whose life-stories
they propose to deal with, contain accounts of histori-
cal events, but also include anachronistic anecdotes
and also conventional hyperbolic phrases of praige
which cannot be accepted as sober history. Asan
instance of the anachronistic statements of the
Prabandhas, it may be mentioned that they relate
how, to avenge the savage treatment of his uncle,
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Muiija by Tailapa IT, Bhoja invaded the Deccan,
mptured Tailapa and sabjected bhim to the same
indignities as were loaded on Munja’s head. 'This
cannot be true, for Tailapa died several years before
Bhoja ascended the throne. But other statements
in the Prabandhas are corroborated by the con-
temporary testimony of inseriptions; yet others are
g0 probable, 80 consonant with what we koow of
the character of Bhoja and his times, that we can
 accept them ag true even without other evidenze to,
- confirm them. But some scholars have pursued the
dangerous game of extracting, by @ prior: methods,
the possible kernel of truth from manifestly impos-
- gible stories and have guessed that Bhija may bave
gafeat.ed Vikramaditya V, the weak sncoessor of
Tailapa and visited the son with pnnishment for the
sins of bis parent; * thig cannot be accepted as trae, -
for there is not the least indication anywhere else
to show that there was any war between the Para-
‘mwiras and the Calakyas between 997 A. D, and 1019
A, D,

The earliest reference to Bhoja in Deccan epi-
graphs occurs in the Kadamba inseription of
Irivabedangadéva, lord of Banavise and feudatory
of the Cilukya Emperor, Jayasimha 11 Jagadska=
malla; in this inscription Irivabedangadéva calls
his Suzerain, Jayasimha, ¢ bhdjanypambhija rajan
ine nibha téjan ’,* i.e, a moon (r@jan) to the lotug
(ambhoja) which was King Bhoja, glorious (féjan)
ag the Bun (nibha ¢na). Such vague praises of
kings and generals accompanied by dispraises of
their traditional enemies, without the mention of
particulars of battles, were common in those days

* B, H. D, p. 64 Ind. And, xlviil, pp, 117-8.
2 Ind.  Ant, v p. 15,
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and mean nothing. Thus Kﬂhdiga (Kundamarasa),
son of Irivabedangadéva Satyasrays, and. cousin of

Jayasimha snd feudatory governor of Banavase was
thus praised in one inscription,

() Kundiga, when they name thee in respect of counrage,
what further praise can others give? Isit not what ie
gaid by the troops of elephants of the Cola, the G-
goya (and) king Bhoja with open mouths as they flee
away in a batbtle where they are presssd by (thy)
elephants furious with storms of rutfing ichor, a8 they
flee away In'terror, through which they gallop off'with-
out waiting at all ko charge with their tusks? " *

Nothing can be inferred from this,

In a later passage of the former inseription there
occeurs what seems to be a definite gtatement of fact
with regard to Jayasirhha's fight with Bhoja. As
translated by the editor of the inscription, it says
that Jayasimha :

* searched ouf and beset and pursued and ground down
and put to flight the confederacy of Mblva ™ ;% )

from this it bas been inferred that Bhoja organized
a league sagainst Jayasimha, but was completely
defeated by the Calukya emperor, The passage,
properly translated, means,—

“The rising of the glory of Jayasiigadsva has enrbed

(or destroyed) the seven Milavas (Malavam elumam) in
such a way that they have to be searched for™ 2

"

* Bp, Ind. xv. p. 333

% Ind. Ant. v. p. 17,

3 The original has Malavamélumam puduke gattisidatiu
efc. Mr. H. Sesha Iyengar, Fellow in Canarese, Madras
Unpiversity, informs me that Malevamelumam is Malavam
elumam, 1.e., ‘ Malavas even seven’ and not Malava méla, i.e.,
Malava confederacy.’ * Tha rising of the glory’, the subject of
the sentence occurs lower down; it is fejadurbu, LA.
Y. p 161 1, 2.
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Since the middle of the VIIth century, Malva was
divided into seven little states, frequently men-
tioned in inscriptions as the Sapia Malavas., The
Pratibaras on the one hand and more often the
Rastrakatas on the other raided the seven Malavas
and annexed some of the states. Thus Dantidurga
subjugated the Milavas; * bence the destruction of
the seven Malavas was one of the great deeds attri-
bated to the Ragtrakiitas and the Cilokyas who
. succeeded to the titles as well as the dominions of
the former. Nothing more is meant by the phrase,
. Long before Jayasimba's time, 5.6, cyer since Up-
endra conquered Malva, it was a well-knit kingdom
aud the phrage ‘ Milva confederacy ’ became mean-
ingless, nor were there at that time seven great
powers near Malva, who could form a confederacy.

The Prabandhas themselves indicate that Bhoja
did not invade the Deccan in hot haste, soon after
his corondtion. He seems to have forgotten the
duty of punishing the Calukyas, and, on the other
band, been more anxions to establish by force of
arms his superiority to his great rival of Gujarat,
Bhimadava, 'The story goes thatin a certain year,
owing to the failure of rain, it was impossible in
Gujarit to obtain grain for men to eat, nor grass for
horses or cattle, and at the same time King Bhoja
was preparing for an invesion of the country.
Bbima heard of this and being unprepared for
fighting with the mighty lord of Malva, sent word
to Damara (Damodara), his diplomatic agent at
Dbars, to prevent the invasion at that juneture,
If necessary, by paying a fine to Bhoja. Diamara,
ugly-looking but extremely clever, presented himself
before the King, who accosted him with,—

* Tell me how many messengers ato there, balonging to
your king, holding the office of diplomatic agent ? "

LA, xi. p. 108, Ellora Inse, A.3.W.1., v. 87,
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“PDamara replied,—

G&

# Many like me, O Malva king, they are of threa degreas
Ag foreign courts are low or medium or high in rank,”

The king of Dhard then ordered the drums to be
beaten as a signal for the army to march on Gujarat.
A poet stood in front of the king and proclaimed,
«The §ola ig entering the bosom of the great sea
The Andhra is hiding in caves of the mountains,
The king of Karnita is standing bareheadaed,
The (tirjara Rajs has fled to the torrents,
The Warrior monarch of Cédi is trembling,
The Lord of Kanauj is bent double with serror,
O Bhoje, the fear of thy army alarms all
The floor of thy prison ig orowded with princes ;
They ave fighting for places for spreading their beds on,
¢ When a new one arrives thers, an inmate exclaims loud,
The Konkana sleeps in a corner, the Lita,
At the door, the Kalifga does lie in the courtyard
Vou, Kosala lord, just arrived hove, my father,
Did use to abide on this level spot here, Sir " %,

This kind of landation was in those days thought

to be proper when offered by poets to kings, and as

in every royal court it was indnlged in, and 1t was
the acknowledged convention of darbérs, it was not

considered to be bad manners or the expression of

haughtiness. s

Before the army actually started, a drama was
enacted in the royal presence, taking off all the
kings of the time. One of the scenes was laid in
a, prison, where Tailapa had established hiself in-a
comfortable corner, A new arrival tried to make
Tailapa give up the cosy spot, but Tailapa replied
to him,— s

¢ This corner is my heritage from great

TFobears, shall T resign my ancient home
To you who have arrived but yesterday ? ”’
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."Bh_ﬁja was plensed with the flattery implied and,
'~ tutning to Damara with a smile, asked him if it was
not & very witty play. Dimara said in reply, «

#The wit is there all right, but this fool of Tailapa holda
the head of thy uncle fixed on a stake.”

Stung to the quick, becanse he wag thus cleverly
reminded of the disgracefnl treafment undergone
by Muiija which he had apparently forgotten,
Bhoja gave up tbe design of subjugating Gujarat
and went straight ageinst the Calukya territory.
He marched soutb along the coast to Konkana,
which was a part of the dominions of Jayasimha,
grandson of Tailapa.

Avikésari, alias Késidéva, feadatory of Jayagithha
11, was then the vuler of Northern Konkana, He
belonged to the clan of the Sildhiras, The clan
was s0 called becauss its members claimed to be
descended from Jimutavibana, the hero of the
Bamskrta drama, the Nag@nandam. Jimutavihans
lay on a rock (sild) as food (@hare) for Garuda in
order to save a victim destined for the divine bird
and hance Jimutavihana's descendants called them-
selves Silaharas, (food on the rock) and ecarried ag
an emblem of this a Golden Garuda-banner,
(suvarne garuda dhveja). -Their capital was a
town named Puri, very near modern Bombay.
Bhoja gained a victory n the Northern Konkapa
and captured the province. '

Two of the three inscriptions of Bhdja dise
covered so far, refer to the war with the Calukyas.
One was issued on the fifth day (¢iths) of the bright
fortnight of the month of Magha, in 1019 A, D,
Tt is signed “in the own hand of Sri BhGjadsva”

" (Svahastoyam sribhojadevasya). In it he informs
all royal officers (rajapurusin) coming to Vatapad-
/ §44-—4
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raks included in  the Ghagradora District (bhoga)
of the Bthali province (mandala), and the Brah-
manas and other inhabitants,
© On (the occasion) of the festival (parvani) ocelebrating
the conquestof Konkatia, I have bathed and worshipped
the lord of the moviog and the motionless, Bhagavin
Bhavanipatl, and considered the worthlessness of
worldly life: it has been said, the rule of the earth is
ag shifting as the clonde beaten about by the winds;
the enjoyments of objects is pleasant ouly at the
moment when they are obtained; life islike the drop
of water at the tip of grass; dharma is the best com-
nion on the way to the other world. Wealth streams
away like the water flowing from the rim of the wheel .
of Samsara (when it runs ona flooded road); repent-
ance, therefore, is the fruif obtained by one who does nob
give it away (in charity). I have considered the changing
nature of the world and granted 100 nivaritanas® of land
in theabove mentioned village to the Brahmana Bhdila,
son of Vimana, of the Vagigbha go'ra, and of the Vaji-
Madhyandina §akha, whose ancestors had emigrated
from Chincha city {sthana)." #

In the same year,” a few months later, ¢.¢., in the
month of Bhidrapada, on the fifteenth day of the
bright fortnight, Bhojadéva gave the village of
Nalatadage, one of the seventeen villages of the
Nyiyapadra sub-division to a Brihmana named
Pandita Delha, son of Bhatta Tatthasikh, of the
Kausika goira and of the Madhyandina §akh@, who
came from Sthanviivara and whose ancestors had
come from the village of Vigilagrama. The ocea-
gion of the gift was the celebration of the vietorious
occupation of Konkana, (Eonkana-grahana vijaya
parvant).* Konkana then was included in Bhoja's

......__-l-—-—"_"“

1 A nivarttana is a square pisce of land, each arm
measguring 200 oubits.

a Tnd. Ant. vi. 53.

3 The year began not with Caitra but with Eirtika.

& Hp. Ind, xviii. p. 921, '
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Konkana recovered its
independence a little while after, for in the year 1026

A. D., Chittaraja, a Silabara chief, was described as
ruling the whole of Konkspa,* though this is not
decigive evidence that Bhoja lost all control over

the province he conquered.

The fend with the Célukyss did not end with the
punishment inflicted on Konkapa, Somésvara I
agcended the Calukys throne in 1042 A, D. Bilhaga,
Court-poet of his son, Vikramaditya VI, and author
of the poem Vikramankedévacaritamrefers in a few
§lokas to SOmesvara’s campaign against Dhbara.
Speaking of Somésvara I, Bilbana in a passage,
filled with the quaint conceits, fashionable in that
period, describes him ag a king,

“ whose sword, appsaring thirsty owing- to the nearness

of the blazing fire of his valour, swallowed the noble

{oity of) Dhara, which was the dharg (stream) of the
renown of the Pramira (Paramira) lord of the earth,

whose sword, even after drowning many royal families in
abysmal waters, could not, owing to the decline of the
fortunes of the King of Milva, stop shors of capturing
the sole (unparalleled city of ) Dhara,

who, having completely defeated the royal swans (the
best kings) by his sword, dark (powerful) ns the young
{newly risen) cloud, killed the swan of the fame, whioh
was encaged (ag it were) in the arms of King Bhdja,

whose fierce fire of heroism, glowing in battles, which
was like the fire that consumes the universe at the time
of ita destruction (Kalantakalaoni), was quenched
wonderfully (quickly) when he plunged Into the (dhara)

stream (ie., entered into the oity of Dhira) deserted by
King Bhoja,'' 2

Bilhapa in this passage does not wholly indulge
in a conventional praise of the father of his hero.
Forin aninscription of a general of this Somasyara I,

* Ind. Ant. v. p, 278,
2 Bit. Vik, Car. 1. 91-4,
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Trailokyamalla Vallabba, he ig described as “a
shatterer of the pride of the potent Cola monarch,
a submarine fire to the whole of the ocean that is
the tace of tha Malavyas.” * In the same inserip-
tion Nagadava, the general, who was the steward of
the household (driman mane verggade dandandyaka)
is called ‘ a Garuda to the serpent Bhoja’ (bhoja-
bhujang@hidvise).? In another inscription, another

eperal of Som@ivara, the Mahamandalésvare

amarasn, is described as ‘ a flame of doom to Bhoja,’
(bhajakalanala). Hence it may be concluded that
Smasivara did raid Bhoja’s capital, probably ata
time when Bhojs was engaged outside his province
in one of his smaller wars.

The greatest rival of Bhojadéva was Bhimadéwa
of Anshilavad. Tn the matter of skill in war, of
patronage of scholars, earnest discharge of the duties
of religion, and of the building of temples and other
charitable institutions, Bhima aimed af gaining as
much reputation as Bhoja. Bhoja’s desire tohumble
Bhima has already been referred to. After bis
conquest of Korkana, his mind reverted to his
desire of punishing Bhima for the nin of the latter’s
father, in invading Malva and investing the fort of
Dhata to the great distress of Bhoja’s fatber,
Sindhurdja. Bhima, on the other hand, was itching
for an opportunity for taking arms against BLoja.
But there existed a league of peace between the two
great kings. Being desirous of breaking the peace
and wishing at the same time to test the cleverness
of the poets of Grujarat, Bhoja composed a gathis to
the following effect,—

% The lion who oleaves with ease the heads of elephants,
whose might is noised abroad,

BHOJA

1 Ep. Ind, xv. . §7-8
4 Ib. xvi. p. 83,
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v elgns no to fight with the deer, yot none can truly say,
he keeps with him in peace '': '
and sent it to Bhima by means of a diplomatic agent,
Bhima got one of his posts to compose this retort,—
‘“ Bhima by fate oreatad to destroy the sons of Andhaka
Can he who fought with hundred foos now shrink from
Sl thes who are but ona 3"
This exchange of g@thids did not serve to cool the
military ardour of Bhoja,

_Another incident whetted his appetite for war,
Damars, the diplomatic agent of Bhima at the
court of Dhard, would often paint in pleasing
phrases the beauty of Bhima's person and rouse in
hdja's mind a longing to see the King of Gujarit.
When Damara returned to Anshilavad, he described
in such glowing terms the splendour of the court of
Dhard, that Bhima wished to observe it with his
own eyes, But the rigid etiquette of courts and the
fear of treachery stood in bhe way of the accomplish-
ment of the desire of the princes to meet each
other. Damara, wily as all successful diplomats
have to be, found occasion to convey from the
Solanki court costly presents to Bhdja and took
with him Bhima disguised as a betel-bearer, the
inevitable attendant of princes and nobles. Then
King Bhoja hinted that Damara might bring to hia
court the king of Gujarat, and Dimara replied,—

" Kings are independent persons, Who can force them to
do what they do not wish to do ? But, atill, some
servans may not be degpised by Your Majesty.”

Then Bhoja asked him how old Bhima was and
what his colour and form were like, and looked
round at the people who were present in the court,
Damara pointed to the betel-bearer and gaid,—

*He has the same shape, the same colour, the same beauty,
+ and the same age; the difference between him and tha
king is that betwsen glass and a wishing jewel.”



Then Bhaja, master of the science, aniong others,
of physiognomy, saw through the disguise and
concluded that the betel-bearer was king Bhima,
Damara, scenting danger to his royal master, ab
onoe ordered the betel-bearer to go to his quarters
and bring the rest of the presents intended for the
king of Dhara, Then Damara, to gain time, began
%o describe, in a dilatory fashion, the excellences of
the gifts already presented and to discuss other
subjects. Bhoja then impatiently demanded,~

 { ow much longer is your betal-bearer going tolieger? "

Diimara, suppressing a smile, replied,—

i A§ the end of every twelve ydjanas from Dhird to Ana-
hilavada stand horses ready littered; camels can go a
ybjana in one Indian hour (of twenby-four minutes).”

Then Bhoja realized that he had been cleverly ont-
witted and that Bhima had fled to the capital of
(rujordt, fearing possible treachery af the hands of
his rival. Some time after this, Bhima starbed on
an expedition to Sindh and Bhoja ordered hig
Commander-in-chief, Kulacandra, to invade the
dominions of the 8olankis. |

BHEOTA

An interesting story is related about the circume
stances which led to the appointment of Kulacandra
as the general of Bhoja’s army, The king, as was
his wont, was wandering about the town, after the
general assembly in the evening had been digsolved.
$lo then heard a Digambara Jaina reciting the
following gGthd,— .

" A failure is this birth of mine,
N6 aword of foe have I yet smashed,
Shrill sounding drams have I not heard,
Nor olung to neck of lady fair.”
The wman thus regretted that he had had no
opportunities of realizing either object of life, love
or war, dgam or Puram, s they are called in ancient
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Tamil poems. The king sent for the man the next
morning, reminded him of the gathd he had uttered
the previous night and asked him what be could
achieve. Hae replied by means of a couplet,—
i After the feast of the Row of Lampsis o'er, when ele-
phant's ichor flows,
VWithin thy one umbrella will T bring Dakginapatha and
Gauda,"
Daksipapatha meaning the country to the south of
the Vindhyas and Gauds, that to the north, He
was thereupon appointed commander-in-chief,

In the cold weather, when Bhima was away in
the region of the Sindhun, Kulacandra proceeded
to Gujarat, captured the august city of Anahi-
lavad, caused cowries to he sown at its gates and
extorted a Jayapaira, o letter acknowledging his
victory written by the general in charge of the town,
When he returned to Dbard and reported what be
had done, Bhdja jokingly remarked,—

' The taxesof this country (paid in cowries by the poor)
shall go to Gujardt, Why did you not have charcoal
sown? '’ :

Most probably an iron Jayasthambha-pillar was
got up in Dhard in honour of the victory obtained
by Kulacandra, which will be described in a later
chapter.

Kulacandra had acquired one object of life, success
in war; the other desire of his remained to be
accomplished, One night when he was sitting in
the company of Bhoja, bathed in the cool rays of
the full moon, the king recited the first half of &
atanza,—

“ Gpeedily flits the night like & short minute
When the beloved oneis sitting beside thee}

Seated apart from her, lonely, you feel that
Cold-rayed the moon may be, but yet she scorches,’”

BHOJA'S WARS
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. Kulacandrs completed this with an appropriate
half-stanza,—

" Know I noft either the love of a lady
Nor have I suffered the sorrow of parting;
Having no knowledge of loving or losing
Mirror.like, neither hot+nor yet cold shines she,"’

‘When he heard this, the king bestowed & beauti-
ful damsel on Kulacandra,

Begides these great wars, Bhoja must have been
engaged in a number of petty wars, buf there is no
record of these available. Some of 'the wars were
conducted not by hira in person; but by his generals.
Thus from an inseription of the Naddiilla Cahamanag
we learn that a general (dand@dhisa) of Bhojadsva’s,
called 8adha, was defeated or slain by Anshilla, son
of Mahéndra of Naddila.* Bhoja must have over-
thrown these and several other petty chiefs before
they acknowledged him as their liege lord and he
was hailed as supreme among the kings of India,
Another inscription says that Bhimadsva I tried
to compel Dhandurija of the branch of the Para-
mara clan that ruled with Candravati as capital, to
become his vassal, but the Paramira chief, averse
from paying homage to the Caulukya, took refuge
at Dbard.®? The military activities of Bhdja musk
then have been frequent, for in the first balf of
the XIth century, jealousies among the Rajapnt

- chiefs were rife and without ceaseless resort to
arms, the lord of Dhéard could not have maintained
his status as the premier one among the Rajis of
the time,

The Udspur pradastt sums up the military
activities of Bhoja in one 8loka i-—

L Hp, Ind, ix, p. 74, xi. p. 68.
% Ib, i. p. 238.
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' Seeing the Karnfitas, the lord of Lidta, the king of
(Giarjara, the Turuskas, chief among whom were the
lord of O&di, Indraratha, Toggala, and Bhima, conguered
by his mercenaries alone, his hereditary warriors
thought only of the strength of their arms, not of the
numbers of the fighters.” * ;

In the Parijatemanjart of Vijayars, a natikd
(a drama of four acts) by Madans, & Gauda (Bengal)
Brihmana,and preceptor (Edjagurw) of Arjunavarms
(a descendant of Bhojs, and king of Malva in the
first two decades of the XIIIth century), recently

L

discovered, engraved on a slab of black stone &b -

Dhird in the Bhoja Sili (now Kamal Maala
Mosque), there occurs a prefasti. It says,

' Viotorious i3 Krgga: like Krgna, Arjupa; and like
Arjunsa, the glorious king Bhvjadéva, who was able to
defeat (his enemies) by laaping arrows; who afforded
proteotion to the whole earth; who assumed the radha
{a parbicular attitude in shooting, being that of standing
with the foet a span apart, the shooting from which is
called raddfvedhs, in which Arjuna was proficiens),
which distressed (his enemies) by wounds from roaring,
torrible arrowsj and who had his desives speedily
fulfilled for a long time at the festive defeat of
Gangoya.'' 2

The latter part of the stanza, which has a double
meaning, has to be translated in the case of Krspa,

“who was able to defeat the leaping (demon) Béna; who
afforded help to all the cows (by liffing up the mountain
(ovarddhana):; who made Radhi distressed by being
smitten by manifest love,” *

The last phrase implies that Bboja defeated the
Kalacuri King Gingéya, as Arjuna defeated Bhigma,
the son of Gangs; but this is merely a piece of
flattery, there being no other evidence to show thab
Gangéya Déva and Bhoja fought with each other.

1 Bp, Ind. L p. 238,
2 A. 8. R. 1903-04, p, 241,
% Ep. Ind. viii, p. 93.




CHAPTER VI
BHOJA, THE MAN

Pessimism in India, especially in the part of the
conntry north of the Vindhyas, seems to be the
result of the action, on the minds of men, of the
environment in which they had to live. The vast
soale in which objects have been made by Nature——
the towering Himdlayas, with their grand glaciers
and other destructive agencies, the broad-bosomed
rivers, the Sindhn, the Ganga and the Brahmaputra,
whose floods destroy, not isolated villages and fowns,
but envelop at one gtroke large and populous diss
triots, the carthquakes which lay low imwense
structures and crack the surface of the esarth for
many miles, the monsoon storms which liff tall
and heavy bnildings and toss them afar, as easily as
bixds of prey lift and toss rats and vermin, the
rains which ruin the crops of wide acres of cultivat.
ed lands, the forest fires whieh easily consume
many miles of thickly wooded tracts—these fill the
mind of man with the deep sense of haman help-
lessness in the fight with nature’s forces of destruce
tion, and of the transitoriness of all earthly life and
the enjoyments the world bas to offer. Thus, in
the lives of even the least advanced races such ag
the Nagas of Assam, which one .would expect to
be marked by the spontaneous geniality bred from
continnous sensuous enjoyment nninhibited by the
melancholy of the cultured philosopher, there runs a
deep vein of sadness,

“The thought of death is neyer far from them aud the
foar of it is a potent factor in their lives...Thereis a

tendenoy in the vast majority of thelr songs to animads
vert on the brevity of life and finality of death.’t *

1 Hood, Prim. Cult. Ind. p. 45 (quoting from Hutton).
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The endless holocausts at the gorgeous sacrifices
offered by kings at the latter halfof the Vedic period
and the frightful slanghter of men on the field of
Kuruksatra during the Armageddon of the Mahd-
bharata, intensified this age-long Indian outlook on
lifo. Brahmana sanyasis renounced the world and
its ways, eagerly seeking for the permanent release
from the necessity of leading incarnate lives of
mixed joy and sorrow. The Agama, the Jaina, and
espocially the Bauddba cults opened the door of
renuneciation to men and women of all castes and of
all grades of society alike, Ultimately, the eloquent
exposition of the Advaita Vadanta, though intend-
ed primarily for Brahmana Sanyfsis, carried this
genge of the vanity of earthly life, this feeling that
all joys turn into pain at the moment of enjoyment,
all fraits turn into dust in the month, into the minds
of householders (Grhastas) and pessimism began o
reign in the hearts of prince and peasant alike,
This was accentuated by the frequent wars which
the morbid sense of honour felt by Bajaput princes
led them to and the consequent changes in theix
fortunes, DBhoja, the greatest scholar of his age,
gteeped im the immense philosophical literature
produced during almost two millenniums before his
time, and the greatest warrior of the century who
had tasted ostastropbic reverses of fortune since
his boyhood, always carried with him the thought
that life and its enjoyments were uncertain as the
waves of the sea, He would frequently repeat to
himself the following stanza i—

 Tf mien but saw the hand of death impending o'er their
heads,
F'en food would give no joy, muchless the deeds that
are not right,”
The remarks and gquotations embodied in the
copperplate grant quoted in p. 50 show how the
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sense of the transitoriness of all things had burnt
iteelf deep into the soul of Bhoja.

Oneday * when he was sitting on his thronein the
Hall of Audience, he put into his mouth and de-
voured a betel-leaf which his betel-bearer had given
60 him, without waiting for the spiced areca.-nut
to be handed over, His conrtiers were surprised at
:his unusual proceeding and he explained it as fol-

OWg ==
" a8 men are always between the teeth of death, what

they give and what they enjoy may alone be said to be
their own; sbout the rest there is & doubt.”

Therefore, on getting up from bed each day a man
must ask himself, ¢ what good can I do today ?’
# The sun will set in the western sky and take away with
him a part of life,
Men ask me daily * what's the news today, are you quite
hale and glad and fit?' \
How can we keep the body's health? Is not our life
departing day by day ? "

* Perform today the duty of tomorrow, the afternocon's,
before the noonj
For death won't wait to see if you have done the duty
of the day or no. A
Ls death now dead, is eld now deorepit, are life's disasters
now destroyed ?
The rush of illness quite arrested, that all these men are
logé in mirth?” i

One poet well understood the king’s bent of mind
and said,—
“ Well mounted on a steed that's moving fast, the Lord of
Death is nearing you, )
Hence always you must be engaged, my lord, in follow=
‘ing the path of Dharma.”

* These anecdotes, as well as many in the preceding and
succeeding chapbers, are taken with slight alterations from
%erumnga’s Prabandhaciniamapt, as translated by C. H.

awney,

I
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The king gave daily an appropriate gift to the
author of this stanza.

/%, Filled with thege thoughts Bhdja would go daily
to the ¢ pavilion of distribution ' and bestow gold
on petitioners waiting at his gate and summoned one
after another by his attendants. It is said that he
had, engraved on the bracelets that he wore, §lokas
to the following effect :—

“ Unoertain by nature ig human prosperity,

The time of possession is the time for bestowal;

Misfortune is certain to reach you quité goon,

Too late to discover a chance for well-doing?

0, full moon] now painé white the wide world all over ;,
with bright beams aboundiog, the full wealth thou
possessest;

Acoursed is fate who will suffer no part of thy riches
to stay here established for long.

O lake, now is the time for thy aiding suppliants with
coaselessly flowing rich streams of thy waters;

Moreover now water is easy to get, for not long since
the olouds sailed aloft in the heavens,

For but a brief time does the flood stay, though mount-
ing to greaf heights when ourrents were flowlng quite
fiercely ;

The mischief the flood does remain long, it lays low
the tall trees that grace both the banks of the river.'”

Bhsja had, also, incised like a charm on his neck«
let, » stanza composed by himself and containing
the following sentiment :—

41§ T have not given my wealth to suppliants before the
bright sun does set in the wost,

Oan any one man that is living assure me to whom this
my wealth will belong on the morrow."

This habit of giving away his wealth fto those

that sought it became really a vice and made wide
holes in the royal treasury, His minister Robaka
was alarmed but could not summon enough conrage

L.
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0 protest to the king in person, agninst the exfrava-
gance of the royal gifts; so he wrote at night with
chalk on the notice-board of the pavilion, a part of a
4ioka which ran thas;—
* One ought to keep his wealth against the day of want.”

The king, next morning, happened to notice this
hemistich and wrote underneath,— i
“ How can calamity befall a lucky man?"

The minister wrote therenndeor,—
“ At times, in gooth, does Destiny with anger raga.'’

The king then wrote in reply, in the presence of
the minister,—
“Then truly vanish piled-up heaps of gold,’

Thus completing the couplet, and said to Rohalca,—

“Even men like the prime minister oannot resirain the

elephant of my resolution with the elephant-hook
(anikuda) of wisdom.’'

The artistic sense of Indian princes made them
adorn their persons and their clothes profusely with
gold and the ‘nine gemg’, but this pomp and circum-
stance did not isolate them irom the common
people ; for the Riji was accessible to the poorest
of his subjects as some of the above anecdotes
sbow, Besides, they were always in the habit of .
wandering far and near both by day and by night,
for the purpose of acquainting themselves with the
condition of their subjects, their wants and disabili-
ties. On one such occasion in the winter season,
when he wag walking in front of a temple he heard
@ oertain man reciting stanzas to the following
effect ;=

*The firein my belly pinched with hunger, it blows and
parts my lips, but is quenched, i

When I'm shrivelled up like the fruit of the bean and
plnpgad deep in & sea of care} :
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' But sleep hag abandonsd me and gone far awsy, like an
insulted wife. f

The night dossn’t quickly waste away like wealth
betowed on a worthy man."’

'The king summoned the distressed wit the next
morning and asked him,
“How did you ondure the severe cold the rest of the
night 27
and quoted the Iast line of the stanza which the
man had recited. He replied,
By virtue of the three thick garments I managed o
. hold out against the cold.'
The king then asked bim,
* What is this triad of garments that youspeak of 9

The reply came in the form of a couplet,

“ At night the knee, by day the sun, the fire at both
twilights,
O king, did 1 endure the cold by knee and sun and fire.”

The king gave him a large present for this sally of

wit,

The most ordinary citizens, even those who
followed professions considered to be very low, could
rebuke the king if they thought themselves called
upon to do so, Bhoja degired to master the radhd
védhe and secured proficiency in that feat of archery
by dint of constant practice. 8o great did the king
regard the accomplishment that he ordered the city
to be illnmivated in honour of the event; but an
oilman and a tailor refused to take part in the rejoi-
cings, On the confrary the oilman stood in the upper
room of his honse and, to caricature the radhi vedha,
he poured from the upper storey a stream of oil
without spilling a drop, into the narrow mouth of
an earthen pot placed in the street. The tailor
stood on the ground and, on the point of an uplifted
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thread, caught the eye of a needle thrown down
from above and so threaded the needle. In this
manner they cut short the king's pride. .
Another story shows how freely the king moyed
with his subjects. One of the reasons why old
Indian kings wandered through the streets at nights
disguised, was that they thereby got into touch
with popular opinion on the king’s administration.
One uight, roaming about with & friend he was
afflicted with thirst. The honse of a hetaera happened
0 be near ; they entered it and the friend asgked for
waber on bebalf of the king, The woman readily
brought a cocoanut-shell filled with sugarcane juice
and apologetically remarked :
**In old times a single cane contained suough juice to fill
a pot; but now thab the king has faken to unjust ways,
one stalk of sugarcane yields juice only just enough to
fill a oup."
Then the king gave up the project he bad formed
to plunder a rich merchant. Numerous passages in
the ingcriptions as well as the Prabandhas, already
quoted and to be quoted may lead the modern man
to conclude that Bhoja was extraordinarily vain and
was pleased with silly flattery, It has already been
pointed out that the praises of the king by his
courtiers and others were not intended to be under-
stood literally nor were they so, but were couched
in conventionail langnage, Indeed even today the
econventions of certain religious sects require that
when two men talked to each other, each should
call the other a *god’ (deva) and himself a slave
(ddsa). Like the Knglish words ‘thanks’ these
are but dead locutions, mechanically repeated and
meaning nothing, Such epacimens of conventional
politenass ought to be congidered along with the
words used when, as already quoted, the poorest of
the poor unhesitatingly scolded kings for their evil

BHOTA
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deeds. The latter alone show the actual relations
between the kings and their subjects. How freely
courtiers spoke ous their minds to kings without fear
of royal displeasure is illustrated by the following
incidents,

Dhanapila was a Jaina and therefore had a great
regard for the sanctity of life, not only human but
also animal. Once when the king went out huni-
. ing, he pierced a deer with an arrow and looked at
the face of Dhanapala, expecting an appropriate
§loka of praise for his skill as a hunter. DBut the
§loka that issued from the poet’s lips was to the
following effect :—

#Wour wvalour in hunting deserves but a place in the

region of hell §

It's evil as polioy ; he who takes refuge is always held
guiltless ;

'hat the weak one igslain by the mighty is always &
matter for sorrow,

Oh| Woe worth the day when this happens; it shows
that the world is then kingless.'

The king becawne indiguént that he got a reproach

when he expected a compliment and cried,
“ What ig the meaning of this 2"

But the answer'came,

s Wyen foes who take grass in their mounths are reprieved
from sentence of death ;
Can you slay these most innocent beasts who have
always green grass in their mouths?”

Then a great pity rose in the heart of the king and
he resolved to break his bow and throw away his
arrows and to renounce the sinful habit of hunting
for the term of his natural life.

Dhanapila being a Jaina condemned Vedic sacri-
fices as being againgt the law of ahims@, bub
Bhoja being a Vaidika Ksattriya patronized them,

} 844—5
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" ‘Once the king while in the company of Dhanapila,
heard the plaintive cry of a goat which was fastened
‘to a yitpa, (sacrificial post), in the yajAasala, (house

of sacrifice) and he asked the poet,
“ What does the animal say ?"'

Dhanapila replied,

It is entreating not to be slain. Ttsays I am not desirous
of enjoying the fruits of heaven, I never asked you for
them ; I am always satisfied with eating grass; this
conduct does not bescome you, holy man,” 3

Ho then added,—

“Having made a sacrificial post, having slain beasts,
having made gory mire, if by this one goes to heaven, by
what doss one go to hell? Truth is my sacrifieial poss,
penanoe indeed is my fire, deeds are my fuel, one should
offer harmlessness as a burnt-offering, thus one's sacri-
fice is approved by the good,”

Huch was the utter want of fanaticism in ancient
' times, that the king heard this vigorous condemna-
tion of his religions beliefs withoat anger.

Dhanapila even went go far as to ridicule the
gods whom Bhoja worshipped, without ruffling his
temper, Dhanaphla once wvisited a temple in the
company of his master, and there noticed statues of
the God of Liove and of his wife, Rati. The poet
then laughed, and sang,—

“ Throughout the world is Siva famed for self-restraing
but yet
For fear of parting makes Umé a part of his own self ;
*Does Kiama want to congquer us?' he says and pais
her hand
With lllia and o'er this God of Love he triumphs laugh-
ingly,
Skyb-cluthed he is ; why then has he abow ? if he sporisa
ow,
Why ltlhan s he besmeared with ash ? If daubed with holy
ash,
How is it then be has a wife ? and if he has a wife,
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How ocomes it that he s said to hate the mighty God of

Love
Boholding thus his master's ineonsistent sonduct, Bhing
Is wa:l)rn“down to & skeleton and covered with network
veins,

On another occasion Dhanapila ridiculed the
worship of the cow, which was practised by Bhoja
and the majority of his subjects,—

« 8ho faads on human filth, she does not show
Discernment in her love, she weds her son,
She smites all areatures with her hoofs and horng,
What goud in her does make yon worahip her?
s it bagause she gives you milk ¥ 8o does
The buftalo, No better is the cow.'’

There is no reason to donbt the anthenticity of
these stories, They show that according to the
ideas of the time, the royal throne was not isolated
by the atmosphere of divinity and kings behaved
like ordinary men to all their subjects. Bhoja’s
affability, his heroism and his unstinted charity
moved 3itd, & cook by profession, to seek bis audi-
ence and sing,

* Hia valour has ruined the race of his enemies,
His glory has filled the wide vessel of earth,
His bounty has reached all the wants of petitionexs,
As earth does extend to the shores of the great ses,

His faith i§ does mount to the feet of the husband
Of Parvatl, daughter of the lord of $he mountain.”



CHAPTER VII

BHOJA, THE SCHOLAR AND THE
PATRON OF SCHOLARS

Samskrta literature had had an unbroken conrse
of evolation for several thousand years before Bhija
mounted his throne in the early years of the XIth
century, Ages of inspiration had alternated with
ages of criticism more than once. The lovely poetry
of the Vedic mantras with their direct contact with
Nature had been followed by the criticism, lower
and higher, of the Brahmanas and the Védangas,
the sublime spiritual flights of the Upunizads, by
the analytic expositions of the Swiras, the first and
the best Kavye, she Ramayana, and the Greab
rambling Hpie, forming the two Itihasas and the
Dramas of Bhiisa and other early playwrights, and
the Buddhacaritaof Aivaghosa, by the eaxlier dlai-
kara works, which have been mostly absorbed in later
tex t-books of criticism, till the swan-song of inspired
Sarhskrta literature issued from the lips of Kilidsa,
Hven before Kilidisa's time inspiration was
supplanted by ingenuity, poetic images derived from
an observation of the phenomena of Nature and
gpringing nnconsciously in perfect poetic form from
the deepest depths of the poet’s soul, had given way
to the endless play of ready but conscious wit and
the coinage of images by unbridled fancy ; tricks of
language, to music of verse, in short, poetic style to
estilo culto. Fven honey palls after a time and the
over-cloyed taste has to be whipped up by smarting
pepper. The age of Sidraka and Visakhadatta
and Kilidisa must needs be followed by that of
Subandhu, Bina and Magha. Composition came to
be loaded with ornament, just as in axchitecture the
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ity and symmetry that characterized the earliest =
stroctures wers concealed in later ones by the wealth.
of decorative detail. Meanwhile, the rheforiciang,
Bhamaha and Dandi, among others, instead of being
camp-followers in the army of poets, became the
directors of the march of poetry. Then came
Anandavarddbhana, who made the doctrine of
Dhvané reach a premise place in the field of
poetry and taught that the essence of poetry consist-
ed not in style mor in sentiment, but in subtle
‘suggestion by tone. {The net result of all these 18
that from Bhoja’s timé*a new form of poefry became
predominant, where emotion was less important
than ingenious play on words, where fantastic con-
ceits predominated over poetic images, and the sound
became as important as the sense, and the fech«
nique of poetry as important as its matter and com-
mentaries stifled the thought of the original writer
and the exposition of science usurped the place
of the appeal to the emotions. Bhoja is said to
have composed 104 poems to match with the 104
temples he built. Of these 28 have been discovered.
Perhaps 104 is a mere formal number indicating
¢yery many’. The books that bave been so far
fofund, arranged according to the subjects they treab
of are :—

1, Astronomy and Astrology
(1) Rajamarttinda
(2) Rajsmrgaika .
(3) Vidvajjanavallabha (prasnajnana)
(4) Adityapratipasiddbanta
II. Medicine
(5) Ayurvéda Sarvasvam
(6) Visrantavidydvinods
(7) Salihotra (a Veterinary Manual)



IFII. ‘gﬁpa‘astra
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(3) Samardnganasitradhies

IV. Grammar
(9) Sabdanusasanam

V. Philosophy
(10) Rajamirttanda (Vedinta) :
(11) » (acom. on Patafijali’s Yoga Sutras)
(12) Tatvaprakasa (Saivaism),
(18) Siddbintasangraha, i
(14) Sivatatvaratna Kalika i
(15) Yukti Kalpatarn ¥

VI. Dharma Sastra
(16) Vyayaharasamuccaya.
(17) Carucary.

VII. dArthasadtra
(18) Capakyaniti (Dandaniti)and Putramartanda.

VIII, dlankdra
(19) Sarasvati Kanthibharana
(20) Srngaraprakiss.

XX, Poetry and Prose.
(21) Ramayana campu.
(22) Vid%ﬁvinadakﬁvyam.
(28, M)D wo Prakrt poems (lately diseovered at
har). .
(26) Mahakalivijayam (a stotra)
(38) Sriigaramaiijari (prose tales)
(27) Bubhasitaprabandha.

X. Lexicography
(28) Nimamalika,
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 Alist in the Prabhavaka Caritra (¢, 1450 A, D.)
pames & good many more works.* Tt has been sug-
gested that ome man, and that & king who wag
‘engaged in many wars, could not have found time to
write so many works. Hindn scholars can easily
anderstand how this is easily possible, In India,
from boyhood scholars are trained to carry all books
they read in their memory, so that when they in their
turn begin to write books they need not spread om
their tables all the books that they have learnt on the
subject. Drawing from the inexhaustible stores of
memory, they can write new books especially on the
Gistras at & rate so fast that the foreigner cannot
understand their speed of composition,

. / Moreover, Bhojafounded at Dhard his famous uni-

i P‘*
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versity called the temple of Sarasvati, where lived o
host of scholars who must have helped Bhoja in hig
literary activity.

But it is not by the number of hiz works that
/Bhoja is remembered by posterity but by his daily
/intercourse with scholars and by the play of wik
and the flow of poetic images that characterized his
daily literary Darbars.

The forging of poetic images constituted the chief
{intellsctual enjoyment of Bhoja and his coteries of
| goholars. Somse of the stories, not all, relating to
these are anachronistic, but, genuine or not, they are
highly interesting. A few examples may be given,
One night a certain thief cat a tunnel beneath the
wall of the palace and entered the treasure-room
_ where the king was sleeping. The king suddenly
awoke at the midnight hour and seeing the moon
recently risen in the sky, “like the rising of his
literary soa,” there arose from his lips this half-
gtanza,— /

1 Ep. Ind. i, p. 231
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s Wh{if, Tippaars on the body of themoon like a strip of
GioW

They agsert is a hare but I thivk it doesn't wear that
form.”

The thief veplied,—
“Buf 1 think that the moon has its body well marked
with the brands of a hundred scars

Of the meteor-strokes of the side-looks of tha maidens
who are parted from the foes you have killed.""  ~

The thief was rewarded by the king very gener=
ously for this ‘exceedingly fine piece of poetic
flattery. There is nothing very improbable in the
; story, for some thieves of ancient India were so
5 learned that treatises on the art of thieving
| composed by them are mentioned in Bamiskrta
literature. Indeed one such book was attributed fo
the God Karttikéya.

On another occasion the porter af the door of the
king’s andience-chamber reported that the family of
Sarasvati, consisting of @ father, mother, son,
daughter and a wretched one- ~ayed maid-servant, all
- learned, were waiting at the gate, eager for an inter-
! view with the king, They were admitted and the
‘ king gave to the father this quarter-couplet to

complete -

% From unsubstantial things a man should ~substance
draw."”

The man replied,—
 Manificence from wealth, and truth frorn speech, and
fame and piety from life,
Doing good from ¢ne's own body, from unsubstantial
things a man should substance draw.”

To the son the king gave the following fo com-

plete,—
K # Him%laya, in truth, the king of hills
] Mens, afilicted with boreavements made.”
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“ By thy great valour's fire was melted down
Himilays, in trath the king of hills,
Mana, afflicted by bereavement, made
A bed of ghoots the refuge of her body.”
Mo the matron the king propounded the viddle,—
* Which am I to fead with milk??’
SHe replied,—
“ When Rivana, truly, was born with ten mouths, and
one body,
His 'Tl?:mh“ was wondering which am I to fead with
milk.”
_ o the share of tha maid-servant fell the follow-
ing quarter-couplet :—
#On whose neck am I to hang?"

She replied,—

% A gertain Indy, angered with noglect

Did drive away from home her wregchad spouse,
My friend, then in my mind arose this thought
' Hereafter, ‘on whose neck am I to hang'?”

The king rewarded them all but he did not test
the danghter. Al the next andience everyone was
allowed to ba present, and the king was walking up
and down with an umbrella held in the hand, when
the porter reminded him of the daughter’s presence.
He said, ‘ speak’ and she utterad this stanza,—

# O Bhoj, orest-jewel of kings. the light of your race,
Thaon holdest thy umbrella aven at night ;
Lost your face should make the moon abashed with

shame,
And chaste Arundhati beocome unchaste.'’

The king straightway took her to wife,

Another lady who won her way 0 the king’s
heart by means of her poetic talents was Vijays,
daughter of &its, the cook. When the rays of the
moon fell through the lattice upon the King, she
exclaimed,
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* O planet adorned with & spot, pray stop this spork,

Of touching buman beings with thy light rays

Thou art not fit for touching, because thou art

Remaing, of the adornment of the spouse of Candi.”

On one occasion when the king was going round
on hig daily circuit, he happened to reach the bank
of the river, Then he saw a Brahmana, fording
the river with a load of firewood on his head, The
king accosted him with the hemistich,——

“* How deep is the water, O Brithmana 7 »

The Brihmaga completed the line with,—
* O king, 1t is knes-deep.”

The king continued, .
" How were you reduced $o this state? "

The Brahmana replied,—
 Not everywhere are there patrons like you,'

all the phrases put together forming one §lgka.
The king gave a large present to the impecnnious
Brabmapa and dismissed him, On s subsequent
occasion when the king, seated on the royal ele-
phant, was going round the fown on his daily
circuit, he noticed that a certain beggar was pickin,
up grains of rice that had fallen on the ground,
Bhoja then uttered a half-stanza,—
 What's the uss of people being born who oan’t Rl their
own stomachs ¥ "’
The beggar finished the stansza with—
“ There's no use of people being born, who don't help
others though well able.”
The king retorted,—
%O mother, don't give birth to a son who's intent on
begging from neighbours 1'’
The beggar added,—

* Do not, O Harth, give support to those who refuse the
requests of their neighbours 1 "

1
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b

The beggar had been prevented by the chief

mén of the town from obtaining an entry into the
king’s audience-hall and resorted to this trick to

interview the king and benefit by his generosity.

_This display of poetic repartee became port of
diplomatic conversations also, Once Bhoja placed
in the hands of a Sandhi vigrahe (lit.), minister of
peace and war. the following couplet and sent 15 60
his rival, Bhima of Gujarat,—

“The lion who easily cleaves the stout forsheads of ele-
phants whose valorous progress
Is published abroad doesn't war with the deer and yeb
capnot be said to have peace with him."
Soon came the reply,—
*“ By destiny Bhims on the earth was oreated destroyer of
the sons of Andhaka.
He minded not hundreds of fues, can he care for you
who are but one such ? "
Bhoja was naturally proud of the learning and poetic
skill of the pandits of his country and contemptuous
of those of Gujarat, One day he remarked to the
G ujarati consul at his court,
“ Not one of your most famons scholars is fit to be
. weighed in the balance with a cowherd of my land,”
Bhima heard of this boastful speech and senf fo
Bhoja & learned man disguised as a cowherd and
also o hetaera. When the cowherd was taken to the
royal presence, he said,—
% Bhoja, tell me, is it proper, on your neck you wear
this jewel,*
Parting Laksmi on your breast and Vanl dwelling im
your mouth?”
The king was immensely pleased and then turned
to the hetmera, and noticing that the collyrium
which she had daubed at the outer corners of bex
eyes, reached up to her ears, asked ber,

i Barasvatikantdbharana,
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. "'Why here ?” B8he replied, “ They sre asking ’.
“The face of the king beamed with joy at the reply
and he ordered a large sum of money to be presented
to her. The courtiers were surprised at the magni~

tude of the reward; then the king said,~~

“Observing that the collyrium applied to her eyelids

. extended from the ouber corners of her eyes to her ears,
L asked her ‘ why here'? She diyined' my mesning
immediately and replied that her eyes hadgone dise
guised as ocollyrinm-streaks to her ears and were
agsking whether I 'was the very king Bhoja that the
ears had previously heard about.”

The completion of half-stanzas is a form of poetic
exercise which has always been a kind of amusement
in India and is even now an imporfant item in the
programme of learned assemblies, It is gaid that
Bhoja was daily surrounded by a hundred scholars
who were skilled in this kind of impromptu poebic
composition, The best example of fhis is the
following., While a certain short poem was being
vead in the royal presence by some pandits, they
came upon the following half-stanza,~ !

* Alss | indeed tha fruits of former deeds
Are terrible in the case of living men.'’

More than a hundred clever pandits attempted to
complete the $loka, but failed in the contest. Then
Dhanapila said,—
“Alas! Alas| those very beads which gleamed
On Siva's head are rolled about by kites.”

This Dhanapila was mentioned in a previous
chapter, as boldly criticizing the king and his relig-
ious beliefs and practices. But when seated in the
Darbar he could turn a compliment as neatly as any
other courtier, Thus,—

“The oreator wished, O Dhira Lord, to count the earthly
kings
Theu made a streak in the sky with a piece of chalk fo
note you down,
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"1 Tha shreak bagame this stream divine, for mone can
egual you, i
He let the chalk drop down  and it became Himalayas.”
Phe other pandits criticized the stanzas as reeking
with exaggeration. Then Dhanapila retorted,

# Valmiki makes the sea to be bridged with the rocks
that were brought by the mookeys and Vyasa by the
arrows of Arjuna; and yeb they are not charged with
exagreoration.” Ui

. @eing & great scholar and a skilful poet bimself,
the stream of Bhoja’s magnificent generosity was

' generally directed fo poets, especially those who
were witty. The poets of the period believed that

 their poverty was due to remissuess of kings in the

| matter of the patronage of learning. On oue occa-
gion a poverty-stricken poet, on being taken by the
porter to the royal presence, said,—

 The mother iz displeased With me and also with her
gon's wife}

The wife of the son mislikes her husband’s mother and
algo me ;
1 am displeaged with both this womean and slso with

the other;
O king, do solve this riddle, whose is the fault that has
this caused? "’ ;

The king recognized the justice of the rebuke
conveyed by means of this doggerel and ordered &
handsome present to be given to the poet, On an-
other occasion, the king promised to give & poet &
large reward for every stanza he composed, but the
poet kept up pouring such a continuous poetic flood
that the king exhausted bis resources rewarding him
and had to entreat him to stop. Thig story may
have a deep tinge of exaggeration, but it gives us a i
good picture of the lavish way in which Rajapat
princes kept up the old Indian tradition of the royat
encouragement of poetic ekill. Hence, one of the
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prasastis (enlogistic poems), of the Paramars royal
' “ lhouse says that ! -

* Bhojarija was a jewel without a rival, (a hero) who
eaused the best men to tremble, He, who resembled
King Prthu, possessed the earth up to Kailisa, up to
the Malaya hills, and up to the two mountains of the
setting and the rising sun; he scattered in (all) direc-
tions the weighty orowd of the supporters of the earth,
easily uprooting them with the shaft of his bow, and
giving highest joy to the earth. He accomplished,
ordered, gave and knew what (wasg) not (in the power)
of anybody else; what other praise can be given to
illustrious Bhoja, the poet-king,'' * 4

LE. L i pp 237-8.
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wwaited upon by the Ooda, Kuiiga, Huna, Gauda, Gurjara
3 and Kira princes,” 1

Absurd tales were told about the birth of Karna.
His mother Damati by name, was s mistress of
magic and delayed the hour of his nativity by her
magical arts o an hour when the benign planets
were in the signs of the Zodiac that contained their
exaltation (ucea) and were at the same time in the
fivst, fourth; seventh and tenth houses, which are
called centres, and the malign planets in the third,
sixth and eleventh houses. Because he was born
in such an suspicious moment, he conquered the
citele of the regions, he was obeyed by ‘one-hun-
dred and thirty-siz kings', be became master of the
¢ four royal sciences’? and was praised by Vidya-
pati and other poets thas,—

% I the forest, on the face of the wives of thy foes destiny
has hung the heavy necklace, (or heavy loss, hgra), on
their two eyes the heavy bracelet (or drops of tears,
kankana), on the hips bestowed the ornamental tattoo
(or & row of leaves for dress), and on the two hands the
(red) patch ($he tilaka tree). Why has this strange style
of adornment befallen them? Having abandoned the
breast of Visnu too mush engrossed with the gopis,
Laksm!, the goddess of fortune, resides in your eyes,
mistakiog them, I think, for lotusea. Since, O fortunate
king Karng, wherever goes the spray of your eyebrow,
wivy like bhe ocreeper, there is broken the seal of
poverty, brittle through fear'’.

Such flattery acted as & spur to his ambition,

One day he sent this message to Bhoja by the
mouth of an ambassador,

W Tn your oity there are 104 temples built by your orders,
and even so many in numbar are your postical composi-

' tions, and so many are your titles: therefore conguer
me in a battle with a foree of four arms (elephants,)

1 Tnd. Ant. xviil. p. 215,

2/ The triple veda, logic and metaphysics, the soience of
government and practical arts. i
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CHAPTER VIII

BHOJA’S DEATH

The last great rival of Bhoja was Karna, son of
Gangsyadava, lord of the Cadi country, He was
inspired by unbridled ambition and the desire to
attain to the supreme status of the overlord of India,
such as Bhaja enjoyed. So he

“honoured the quarters with the pearls from the frontsl
globes of the majestic elephants of his enemiies, cleft by
his sword.” *
He found soon that the three Kalingas, which
adjoined his dominions were in a digorganized
state and boldly proclaimed himself Trikalingadhs-
pati, the Liord of the three Kalingas, His fame
spread throughout the country, so that !
“the Pandya relinquished violence, the Murala gave up
his arrogant bearing, the Kuiga entered the path of the
good, the Varga trembled (along) with the Kalliga,

the Kira stayed at home like a parrot in the cage, (and)
the Hiina left off being merry.” 2

It will be noticed that only wvery minor princes of
the middle of the XIth century are mentioned, and
the Calukya, or the Solanki or the Paramara, are
not here referred to. The Pandya was then the
vagsal of the Sola, so, too, the Kunga, the chief of
Kongumandalam ; the Kira was a ety ruler,
subordinate to the kings of Kadmir. ILiater, when
Bhima of Gujarat was dead and the first Saln
empire had begun to decline and that of the Pilas
to flicker, it was claimed that Karna was

* Ep Ind. ii, p. 6,
o Thy ik pEB,
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chariots, oavalry and infantry), or in single combat, or
as a disputant in the four soiences, or in munificence,
and become the possessor of 106 titles: otherwise, by
conguering you, I shall become the lord of 137 kings.”

King Bhoja had now become old, and weak ; he was
weary of wars, and indeed of all arthy vanities. So,
be offered Karga this competition in temple-build-
10y
“T1 in Avanti and Karna in Kidi, shall, on the same day
and at the same moment, select the sites of two temples
fifty ocubits in height, and begin to bujld them, running
them ‘in rivalty with one another, and on whichever
king's temple the Kalaéa (finial of the spire) and the
flag shall fitly be set up, on thab day of festival, the
rival king must abandon his umbrella and cowriss
{symbols of royaity).”

Karnas succeeded in finishing his temple before
Bhoja's was completed. Probably the temple that
Karna erected in this contest was the golden temple
called Karna's Meru,

At this time Bhoja was attacked by the malady to
which ‘he succumbed in a few months, While he
was still stretched on the bed of sickness, Karna
entered into & league with Bhima for making war
with Bhoja, invited him to attack Malva in the rear,
while he hiniself was leading an army into it from
Benares, and promised him half of Bhoja’s kingdom,
It was no more a case of fighting for showing off
one's personal prowess, but one due to earth-hunger,
Bhoja, ill as he was, had all the mountain passes
and fords leading to Malva closed up, so that his
enemies could not penetrate into the province.
Their armies remained idle beyond the borders,
awaiting a favourable opportunity. Then Dimara,
Bhima's agent at Dhirs, sent throngh one of his
gervants to his master at Anahilavad the following
eryptic message,—

844—6
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The fruit of the mango is fully masure,

The stalk it does hang by is loose and the wind,

* It'blows so strong, the branch is decayed, '
The end of t he business who ean foretell ?

King Bhima read the riddle aright and the two
princes were biding their time.

In 1055, the icy band of death began to creep
over Bhdja’s body, He performed the duties pre-
! soribed in the éastras as appropriate o the occasion,
He then ordered,—

s After my death my hands ought to be'placed outside the
chariot which will carry my ocorpse and the following
stanza recited,

 Whose hand is this, O wife and son,

Whose hand, O all my house ?
Alone I oame, alone I go,
With nothirg on my hands and feet.” *

The people repeated this stanza all through the
town. 1t then reached the eaxrs of Karna and he
boldly broke the fortifications of Dhara and eap-
tured the city. Bhima thereupon demanded from
Karna half of Bhoja’s wealth as his share and was
given the revenues from all temples of Siva, Visnu
and Gianssa in the kingdom. . On account of this the
King of Gujarat was eulogized as follows 1~

851 Bhimadiva, though terrible {(dhima) to his foes, ever
‘granted enjoyments to hig friends, (and) as ruler carvied
this load of earth. What wonder was there that his
horses, supremely skilled in accomplishing the five
paces (called dhara) quickly gained Dhara, the capital
of the Emperor of Malva,” *

The death of Bhoja was bemoaned by means of a
number of elegies, One prasasts refers tothe event
in thege terms :—

1 Literally, * having rubbed ' them, so that nothing be-
longing to the earth, not even dust, might stick to them snd
be taken away by the dead man,

2 ®, LA p 802, 1
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& When that davotee of Bharga whose brilliance rosemblad
that of the sun, bad gone to the mansion of the gods,
4he earth, like Dhard, was filled with dense darkness, his
foes and hig hereditary warriors became infirm in
body,” * ' '

Bilbana, though attached to a rival court, mourned
the death of Bhojn in these touching terms,—

# Bhoja waa the lord of the earth, and not, indeed, com-
parasle to wulgar kings, Woe ig mel Dhara cried to
him (i.e. Bilhapa) through the voice of the pigeons
nesting on the lofty towers of her gates, * why dide's

" thou not come into his (Bhoja's] presence,'” 2

An anonymous enlogy says,—

4 wrhen the cloud of your hand had begun ils agcent
In the heavenly quariers, benignant ten, |

| And was raining the nectar-like flow of wealth,
Like the lightning did flicker your bracelet of gold
‘And the river of your fame then began to swell high,
Quite refreshed ware all virtues as well as the earth ;
The wide laks of petitioners filled, and the fire
Of poets that were poverty-sirickon was well quenched |
Like the wishing-tree, thy munificent gifts
They did frighten all poverty away from the world.
Like incarnate Brhaspati did he compose
His victorious worke, in a very short time;
In Radhavadhi, like Arjuna.
The immortals quite speadily summoned the king, =
By his glory their hearts were compelled to wish
Por his presence; and goon to heaven he went,

An inscription of Devapila, dated 1228, has it,—

# There was o king, great like Kamss's conqueror, all
‘ornament of the Paramira family, the glorious Bhoja-
diva, who oocupied the sorface of the earth by the van
of his army  When the lustre of the moonlight of his
glory overflowed the lap of the regions, there closed the
day lotuses of the glory accumulated by hostile kings,''?

T EI ip. 238,

4 Bil, Vik, Car, xviii, 96,
» B, I, ix. pp. 113-4,
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= Bhsin left shoh deep imprints on the sands of

fime that he became the one great Indian Emperor

remembered by prince and peasant alike even up to
day. Devariya of Vijayagaram felt it the greatest
honour possible to be compared to Bhoja in bhogas
{enjoyment, ¢.e. proper use of wealth (b76ge bhdjam-
ava).* Inthe XI11th Century the Hoysalas of Mysore
atruck a wedge between the Sdla and the Pandiya
territories by founding a capital at Kannanir in the
"Trichinopoly District, and huilding a temple called
Hoysalésvara temple. The name in Tamil became
Poysal#évara, and then Posalgévara. The com-
mon people aronnd, in time, forgot the Hoysalgévara
dynasty as they did many another dynasty; bat all

to-day the temple is called the Bojssvara temple
and legend bas it that Bhoja lived half the year in
‘hig capital and the other half fncognito in Southern

India and built this temple,

* Numerous similar comparisons are found in Soush
indien vernacular poems dating from the X Vih cenfury.

pec:iple remembered Bhoja (Tamil Boja) and so



CHAPTER IX

SOGIAL AND RELIGIOUS LIFE IN THE
TIMES OF BHOJA

Qoeial life in Tndia had not much changed since
Vedie times. Many of the customs referred to in the
mantras of the Vadas can still be observed unchang-
ed especially in the villages. Not so the religious

" life of the people. Lmuckily, the social and religions
life of the people in the age of King Bhoja have
been described by an impartial and well-informed
foreigner who resided in India during that period,

Abii Raihin Muhammad Ibn Ahmad Al Bérinl
was & councillor of the Prince of Khwarizm (Choras=
mia, now Khiva) and, when Mahmid snnexed the
provinge, was taken as & hostage to Ghazol (1017).
He was permitted to live in India and being &
learned munajjim (astrologex-astronomer), he was

. attracted by the Indian treatment of bis favourite
subject, mastered Sanskrit and Sanskrit lore, and
wrote his Indika. He was oue of the earliest and
most aceurate foreign scholars of Indian books and
his book, containing quotations from thirty Sanskrit
books, is & very valuable account of the Indian culture
of the XTth Century. Ie was very much attracted
by Indian philosophy, especially by the Bhagavad
Gitd which he quotes frequently ; but when he has
to condemn Indian customs he does so withoub
shrinking.

“ phey are by nature niggerdly in communiocating that
wrhioh they know, and they take the greatest possible
care to withheld it frow men of another caste among
their own people, still much more, of course, from any
foreigner.” *

* AT K P. 22
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His tairness is proved by the following statement.
“The Hindus believe with regard to Glod that he is one,
efernal, without beginning and end, acting by frea-will,
almighty, all-wiss, living, giving life, ruling, preserving ;
one who in his sovereignty is unique, beyond ail likeness
and unlikeness, and that he does not resemble anything

nor does anything resemble him,” *

Modexrn customs with regard to eating prevailed in
his days.

*¢ Bineo it is forbidden to eat the remains of a meal, every
single man must have his food for himself ; for if any
one of the party who are eating should fake the food
from one and the same plate, that which remains in the
Elata becomes, after the first eater has taken part, to

im who wants to take as the second, the remains of
the meal, and such is forbidden.” 2

After describing the castes, the author points out

that
“acoording to some, only the Brihmana and Ksatriya
are oapable of [attaining to liberation], since the others
cannot learn the Veda, while according to the Hindu
philosophers, liberation is common to all castes and
to the whole human race, if their intention of obtainj&g
it is perfect.'’ ® :
Thus by the Xth Century, the Vedantic restriction
of Sanyasa and Moksa to Brahmanas had generally
given way before the Agama extension of it to all
men. Al B&rinl is so unprejudiced as to point out,
after an elaborate account of idols,

* that such idols are erected only for uneducated low-
clags people of little understanding; that the Hindus
never made an idol of any supernatural baing, much
less of God;and . . . how the crowd is kapt in
thraldom by all kinds of priestly tricks and daceifs.” *

After pointing out that ' it was in China that
paper was first maoufactured " and that “ Chinese
prisoners introduced the fabrication of paper into

AL p 27, 8 A-Li. p 104,
2 Ib i, p. 102, % Ib, i, p. 192.
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Samarkand and thereupon it was made in various
places, he says, that in South India they wrote
on leaves “ of a slender tree like the date and
cocoanut palms " called ta@la (palmyrs) and “ bind a
book of these leaves together by a cord on which
they are arranged, the cord going through all the
. leaves by a hole in the middle of each,” and

i in Oentral and North India people used the bark of the
tiiz troe, one kind of which is used as & cover for bowa.
T{ i eallad bhurjm. They take a piece one yard long
aid as broad as the outstretohed fingers of the hand, or
| somewhat less, and prepave itin various ways. They
| pil and polish it so as to make it hard and smooth, and
then they write on it. The proper order of the gingle
leaves is marked by numbers, The whols book is
wrapped up in a plecs of cloth and fastenad betwesn
| tablets of the same size. Such a book is called puthi
) (pusta, pusiaka). Their letters and whatever they have

|| ko wribe, they write on the bark of the {Hiz tree.” *

There were in the author’s days eleven different
gepts used in India from the Siddhamdtrica of
Kggmir to Dirwar (Dravide) of the Tamil country,
¢l The Findus begin their books with ©®m, meaning

| | thareby o confession of she unity of God."” 2

| A ( s g

Al Bariini notes that in his days the Hindus alone
wint

/% beyond the thonsand in their numersal system ", ¢ ab
| least in  thelr  arithmekical teehnioal terms ', and
| {1 % axteond she names of the orders of numhers until the
| 18th order for religious reasons, the mathematicians
[ heing assisted by the grammarians with ‘all kinds of
atymologies.” ®

dortain Hlindu customs struck him as strange snd
heescribes them in a manner which will strike the

o Hiydu reader as curious.
R H The Hinduy ent singly, one by one, on & table cloth of

| [cow] dung. They do not make use of the remainder

' N\ of ameal, and the plates from which they have eafen
; A R e e AR 3
AL iip. 171, P AL A p1T8. I D ACIUE 14
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are thrown away if they are earthen. They have red
teeth in consequence of chewing areca-nuts with betel-
leaves and chalk. They drink wine before having vaten
anything, then they take their meal. They sip the stall
of cows (gomiitra), but they do not eat their meat.
They beat the cymbals with a stick. They use turbans
for trousers. Those who wank little dress sre content
40 dress in a rag of two-fingers’ breath, whicl they bind
over their loins with two cords ; but those who like
much dress, wear trousers lined witn ag much eotton
asg wounld suffice ko make a number of counterpines and
saddle-rugs. These trousers have no (visible) openings,
and they are so huge that the feat are not visible. . The
string by which these trousers are fastened is at the
back. Their Sidar (a piece of dress covering thy head
and the upper part of breast and neck) is similar \o the
trowsers, being also fastened af the back by buitons.
The lappets of the Kuriakas (short shirts fron tha
shoulders to the middle of the body with sleaves,
female dress) have slashes both on the right andlleft
sides . .+ ., Onfestive days they basmear their bulies
with dung (ashes?) instead of perfumes. The nen
use articles of female dress ; they use cosmetios, wear
ear-rings, arm-rings, golden seal-rings on the rirg-
finger, as well as on the toes of the feet . . , . Tiay
ride without a saddle, but if they put on a saddle, they
mount fhe horse from the right side ., . . W Tkhy
wear a girdle called yajéopavita, passing from the lit
shoulder %o the right side of the breast: . . . . Thiy
do not ask permission to enter a house, but when they
leave it they ask permission to do o, In their meekinks
they sit orogs-legged. They spit out and blow #hir
noses without any respect for the elder ones preseit,
and shey orack their lice [fingers ¥] before them. Thiy
congider the crepiius véniris as 8 good omen, sneezilg
ag a bad omen. ; s i
Thay use black tablets for the children in echool, a)d
write upon them along the long side, not the broad sife,
writing with a white material from the left to the rigt.
. . - They write the title of abook at the end of it,
not the beginning.’’ 1 i

BHOTA

which is prepared for people to eat upon it is plasteed

|
*In a country where not the whole spot in the hojse
with olay, where they, on the contrary, prepan a

{
* AL i pp, 180-2. {

|
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gnparate table cloth for each person eating by pouring
water over & spot and plestering it with tbe dung of
cows, the shape of the Brahman's tablo-cloth musk be
squatre.'' *

A man who performs a pilgrimage

“gets off to wander to some holy region, to some much
venerated idol, or to some of the holy rivers. He
worships in them, worships the idol. makes presents o

it, recites meny hymns and prayers, fasts, and gives

alms to the Brahmans, the priesfs, and others, He
ﬁhaves 2the' hair of his head and beard, and refurns
ome,"”

“Tn avery plece to which some particular holiness is
asoribed, the Hindus congtruct ponds intended for the
‘ablutions. In this they have attained to a very high
degree of art . + . » They huild them of great stones of
an enormons bulk, joined tu each other by sharp and
strong cramp-irons, in the form of staps (or terraces) like

' so many ledges; and these terraces run all round the
pond, reaching o & height of more than a man's
stature,’ d

“ T4 is obligatory with them [the Flindus] every day o give
alms as much as possible. They do not let money
beooms 4 yesr or a month old, for thiswould be a draft
on an unknown future, of which a man does Lot know
whether he reaches it or not. With regard to that which
he earns by the orops or from the oattle, he ig bonnd to
pey to the ruler of the country the tax which attaches
to the soil or the pasture-ground {ground rent ?].
Further, he pays him one-sixth of the income in recogni=
tion of the protection which he affords to the subjects,
their property, and their families. The same obligation
rosts also onthe common people, but they will always
lie and oheit inthe declarations about their Propersy.
Further trading businesses, too, pay & tribute for the
same reason. Only the Brahmaus are exempt from all
those taxes.” * i

# The Hindus marry at s very young age) therefore the
parents arrange the marriage for their sons.” ?

44 i p. 135, 3 AL ik p. 144
5 Ib. fi. p. 142, # Ib, 13, p. 140.
5 A< il p. 154,
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“If a wife loges her husband by death, she cannot marry
another man. She has only to choose betwesn two
things-—either to remain a widow as long as she lives op
to burn herself,” 1 ;

‘The judge demands from the suitor a document written
against the accused person in a well-known writing
which is thought suitable for writs of the kind and in
the document the well-established proof of the justice of
the suit. In oase there is no writien document, the
contest is settled by means of witnesses without a

© written dooument,’’ 2

Among other festiwals of the people the follow=
ing are described by Al Bériini:—the Hindoli caitra,
when the image of Vasudéva is swung in a cradle,
Yajhias for five days before the full moon in Vaida-
kha, the Vasanta on the day of the vernal equinox,
that on the first of Jyatstha, when fivst-fruits of all
geeds are thrown on water, the full-moon day of
Sravana when Brahmans are fed, the Mahanavams,
on the 8th Asvayujn when the moon is in the
Bkation Muwla, the pitrpaksa in Bhadrapada, the
first Karitka called the Dibali, when they light a
great number of lamps, and on the 16th Phalguna,
the Ssvaratri, and the Sankrintis, i.e., the days of
fhe equinoxes and the solstices, These extracts
from che Indika prove that the claim of Hindus
that their dharma, i.e., religious, social and political
institntions have been Sandtana, essentially unalter-
ed from very eaxly times 1s true, that the ordinances
of the SGstras were not merely theoretical rules, but
were acinally practised, and that the cause of early
marriages was not the advent of Muhammadans,
s is so often asserted, but they prevailed before
the Muslim conguest of the land, Though most
of the Ksattriya princes of North India were Saivas,
Al Batiini's account of Indisn religion gives us the

1K L i p. 155,
. fb. ii. p, 158,
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mpregsion that Vignu-worship' was universal in
India; from this we can infer that a wave of the
Vaisnava religion spread over India ab the time.

Buddhism was practically dead, Al Bériinl knows
almost nothing of the religion or its literature.

Bub Al Bariini was intimately acquainted with the
life of the people only in Sindbh and Gandhara,
Besides 'Vispu temples those of Siva and Strya
abounded in India in the days of Bhojs. The wor-
ship of Brahma was not neglected even in Hindh,
for an image of Brahma in bronze, three feet two
inches high with four shaven faces with a m@®
(rosary) in one of his two hands, discovered in Sindh,
ghows that in this age, as in laber times, temples of
the fivst of the Trimuris existed but very ravely.*

The Paramaras were Vaisnavas; they employed
the Garuda banner; but in North India in Bhoja's
days and before and after, there did not prevail the
fanatio hatred of Siva by the Vaisnavasand of Viepu
by the Saivas, such as has been the leading note of re-
ligion in South India since the Xth Century onwards.
Therefore we find the Parawifras praising both

iva and Vignu in their iuscriptions. The Jaina
cult, fully orgamized into & charch consisting of
ascetics and laymen, became popular in Central
India from the IXth Century, A legend current
about Bhoja's assembly of scholars throws light on
the friendly relations that prevailed among the
votaries of diffevent sects in those days. The king
held a sabh@ of pandits representing all sects and
asked them what was the true way of salvation.
Hach spoke in favour of the sect to which he belong-
ed ; and it was resolved finally that tbey should
propitiate the goddess Sarasvatl for six months and

1A B p, 1L
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hus find out the true way. At the end of the
Period, on a certain nighs, Sarasvati manifested
herself to them and said,—

| You must listen to the Dharma of the Bauddhas, you must
! practiss that of the Jainas, in daily life you must observe tha
of the Vedas, you must meditate on the supreme Hiva j

She then vanisbed from their view. The goddess
meant that all these religions taught the same
Dharma, but the Bauddha exposition of the Dharma
was the clearest, the Vedas taught how that Dharma
could be practised in the daily life of the common
man, the Jainas prescribed best the path of asceticism
for him who had renounced the world, but ail shonld
meditate on the supreme God to reach the goal. The
sabha of pandits summed this up as their final
decision on the true way in these words !

“Religion is characterised by harmlessness; one muss

bonour the goddess Harasvati By meditation one
obtains salvation ; this is the view of all the geclaries,”

Brahmanas, poets and others migrated to Dhird
in expectation of royal presents, By a copperplate
grant, dated the 3rd fithi of the dark fortnighs of
Magha in 1022 A, D., the village of Virinaka to the
west of Nagadraha was given by Bboja to_Dhanapati
Bhatta, son of Govinda Bhalta of the Advaliyana
Sakha of the Agastya gotra who had migrated from
Srivide.® The inacriptions of this period present us
with the picture of Bribmanas constantly immigrate

© ing from one part of India to othexs,

———
1 L-A, vi. p. 49,



CHAPTER X -

BHOJA’S MONUMENTS #
Bhoja is said to have built: 104 temples; an
inseription says, -

“ He made the world (Jagati, which means also * a gite for
buildings) worthy of its name by covering it all round
with temples, dedicsted to Kedaresvara, REmésvars,
S8omanitha, Sundira, Kila, Anala and Rudra.” *

His temples have all been destroyed by the hands of
time, of renovators and of iconoclastic Mussulmans,

The most famous of these temples was the one
bnilt at Dhica and dedicated to Sarasvati, where}n
was located the great university founded by Bhoja.
In 1t was enshrined the figure of Sarasvati, a4 mini-
fied photographic copy of which is the frontispiece
of this book.

“ It is a ehef d'oeuvre of rare beauty, inits exquisite sere-
nity of pose, in its entrancing and balancing rhythm,
in the elegance and suavity of its aquiline features, and
in the general restraint in the treatment of the anatomy
which is almost wholly free from any exaggeration.”’

. . 4 £

Tts general affiliation with Sola sculptures of the
period and partial resemblance to the contemporary
Pala und Orissan sculptures show that Indian art
has been essentially one throughout the country,
while & comparison with the figures shows the
steady, continuous evolution of Indian art through-
out the ages. An inscription on the pedestal, dated
1035 A, D., as translated tentatively by Mr, K, N.
Dikshit of the Archaeological Sarvey, runs as
follows i~ _

| Om, the Vidyadhari of the town Bhdja, the moon among

kings, having first made the mother goddess of speech
sl greab in fruit, created the auspicious image.
This was made by Manabhala, the son of the orafta-

tluagnl Sahira, written by Sivadéva in the Samvat Year
“ 0 'll

* ¥p. Ind. i p. 238,
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% “She is conceived with four hands, having a rosary, a
book, & vind or a kamandala or a goad, and the *expound-
ing gesture {vyakhyana mudra). She wears , . . .,
the holy thread and the breast-bands (K ucabandha).’!

She wears pearl garlands; her face is *serene ’
(Saumya mukhi) and her form lovely (e@ru-ripini),
A Muni is represented by the bearded figure in a
corner, The figure mounted on a lion is Parvati.*

_ Bhoja had, besides, a round tank constructed at
Kapilédvara in Ka§mir, S i '
# with heaps of gold that he sent. Ile had vowed that he

would always wash his face in water from [this], the
Papasidana tirtha "

and Padmarija, a betel-seller and favourite of the
‘contemporary Kiasmiri king, Ananta, :

““‘mede the fulfilment of his [i.e. Bhoja's] difficult vow
[possible] by regularly despatohing from this [firtha]
large numbers of glags jars filled with that water,” 2

Remains

*of the enclosure . . . [which] Bhdja construeted
among this gacred spring [are still extant]. The latter
pow rises in a cironlar tank of at least 60 yards in dia-
meter, which is enclosed by a solid stone wall, and by
steps leading to the water . , . IProm the formation
of the ground, it is evident that this tank has been

+ | formed by closing artificially the gully in which the
gpring rises on the hill side;” ?

An iron pillar has recently been found at Dhiri.
Most likely it belongs to Bhoja’s time when the arts
flonrished. Probably Kulacandra, after returning

1 Vide Rupam, No, 17, Jan, 1924, pp. 1-2,
2 Rajataraigioi, viii, 190-3,
8 b, (Btein’s note).
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wth Apahilvada, set ap an iron pillar to celebrate
his victory, At least three portions of a broken
iron pillar are lying at Dhaci. .

The pillar, when entire, was of a total length of
43 feet 4 inches and an average width of 10} inches
each way, I

“ The longest portion measures 24 feet 3 inches, and is
gquare in seokion throughout ; the second 11 feet 7 inches |
of which B feet 6 inches is square and 8 fest 1 inch of
ootagonal section ; and the third piece, 7 feet 6 inches
in length, and, with the exception of a circular collar at
the end, about 8 inches deep, is of octagonal gection
throughout. . . . [There are] ‘a number of small
holes at intervals in its sides, varying in depth from 1%
to 3 inches, and in diameter about 14* They run up
each of the four sides of the square shaft and the
gorresponding faces of the octagon . . . Thke holes in
all probability were made, as the mass of the pillar was
built up in order to hold the ends of crowbars or levers
with which the workmen ocould better handle and
roll over the great heavy column as bit by bit of semi«
molten metal was added and welded on to the white
hot stump of the shaft. The crowbars were removed
and sbifted from place to place asrequired :  one stuck
and was chipped off, leaving the end in the hole’ *

The pillar was probably topped by a Garada, the
figure of which was engraved on the seals of Bhaoja
and other Paramaras, There is no meauns of decid-
ing with certainty whether the iron pillar was set
‘up on Kulacandra’s return from Anghilvida or when

"Arjunavarmd, a descendant of Bhoja, invaded
Gujardt o century later and laid it waste. It is a-
unique pillaz of victory and was probably erected by
Bhoja to commemorate his victory over Bhima,
who was almost as great a warrior and a patron of
the arts of peace as Bhoja, Three pieces of the
pillar have been recovered and perbaps there still
lies somewhere concealed a fourth piece and the total
length of the original piece was probably fifty feet,

* A 8. R, 1902-3, pp. 205-7.




The Muhammadan rulers of Milva in the 15th
Lentury destroyed the temples with' which Bhoja
beautified Dbari and used the materials for new
structures of their own, like the Lat Masjid, outside
which lies one of the portions of the iron column
already described. In its neighbburhovd there is
the mosque of Kamil Mauls,

* where not only piliars and. building stones from Hindn
temples one of which was known fo the inhabitants as
Raja Bhoja’s School, probably his famous Séradd temple
where a university was located by him have been utilized,
but a large portion of the flooring of the praying chamber
is paved with black marble slabs, formerly covered with
Sanskrit insoriptions; and evea the lining of the Mihrab
itself was, by a fortunate chance, found to consist of
similar slabs, in thisicase with the engraved faces merely
turned inwards and the inscriptions thereon unharmed.” *

The story of the “fortunate chance” is this:

“ At the angle of junction of the side and black wall of the
Mihrab are some holes long enough to admib a hand and
arm, and it was entirely owing to the fortunate chance of
some one passing his band through one of these apertures
and discovering letters on the back surface of the stones
that the existence of fhe inscriptions was revealed. Tha
method employed to obtain a record of these inaccessible
inscriptions is also worth telling. Partial impressions
were fiaken in the first instance by an ingenious system of
paper rolled round jointed rods which were ingerted
through the apertures into the space behind the wall, and
then unrolled ; the impression was then made by rubbing
lampblack upon a pad fixed o the extremity of a similar
rod, This process was, of course extremely laborious bub
was deemoed well-paid by the results, so long at least, as
there appeared no chance of removing the stones,” *

Bince then, the slubs were removed from the
structure., They were found to contain two lon

inscriptions and several fragments. One of them
consists of two odes to the tortoise incarnations of

1A, 8. R. 1903-04, p. 44,
% [, 1903-08, p. 18.
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CNdsnd, called Advani kitrmmafatakam, written in i

‘Maharasgttl Prikrta and in the Aryd metre. The
substance of the first ode is to the effect that no
body has carried the earth as well as the tortoise
and no mother is so happy and worthy of praise ag
the mother of this tortoise, In the second ifis said
that even the tortoise has been surpassed by King
Bhoja who now carries the earth.

The two odes claim to be Bhoja’s compositions,
The first says,

“Even ¢~ the tortoise rest has been granted by King

Bhoj¢ alone. By him this Kurmme Satoka has been

composed after he had taken away all hope from the
eneroies,” *

The second has it,
“By whom the chief of mountains, (nay) all the moun-
tains here (on earth) have besn reduced in weight, by
this King Bhoja has this Sataka been composed.” ®

Bboja is in the second ode several times direcily
addressed, but this and the self-praise implied by
his anthorship, though repugnant to modern man-
ners, was allowed by the conventions of society in
those days and were not taken literally as the
modern man would do. Of the fragments “ all that
oan be said at present is that in all probability they
belong to odes to Bhdja of vast dimensions™ and
probably contained strings of verses in praise of the
bow (kodanda) of Bhoja,3

The grammatical serpentine inscriptions, though
actually incised a little after Bhoja’s time, repre-

A. 8. R, 1902-03, p. 18,
K. I, vili, p. 242,
A, 8, R. 1903-04, pp, 282-40,
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‘sents the initial gramwatical teaching imparted in
Bhoja’s Barasvati Temple. Among otherthings they
show that the Ka@tanire treatise on grammar sup-
planted Panini in North India from the Ist century
A. D, till it was revived in Benares in the XVIIth
century., The following account of these serpentine
ingeriptions is entirely taken from a note on the
subject by M, K, K. Lele, History Officer of Dhir
Btate.

There are two Sanskrit grammatical inscriptions,
in the Nagari characters, on two stone pillars in the
mosque near the tomb of Moulaina Kamaluddin at
Dhar, The mosque is still popularly called Bhoja
Raja Ki Nisal or Raji Bhoja's College. This corro-
borates the fact that the mosgue was built on the
gite of Raja Bhoja's College, held in a.spacious and
splendid temple of Barasvati, the Goddess of Liearn«
ing and Arts, discovered in the same mosque in
19002. There is ample evidence to show that the
mosque was built not only with the materials of the
temple, but on the very site of it. The existence of
numerons mutilated large Nagari inscriptions on the
pavement and of a part of the plinth of the original
temple with a G6-Mukha on the north-east corner
proves the fact beyond doubt. Moreover, the image
iteelf of Barasvati (Goddess of Liearning) recording
its ingtallation in the temple by Rija Bhojs himself
in Samvat 1091 (A, D.1035) exists in the British
musenm and its facsimile has been published in
Rapam (No. 17, January, 1924, Calcutta) (and repro-
duced as the frontispiece of this book).

The two pillars bearing the inscriptions are among
those that support the dome of the prayer hall, one
on each side of the raised pulpit. The one near the
pulpit containing the Sanskrit alphabet faces the easts
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The other, at a distance from the pulpit to the south,
contains the Sanskrit verbal terminations, facing the
gouth with two Sanskrit verses inscribed over it

containing the names of the two successors of Rija
Bhaja.

The inscriptions have been called Sarpa Bandbas
becanse the letters and terminations are inscribed in
the oblong open spaces formed by the twisting of
serpents length-wise and cross-wise, The tables are
ingenious in design and beautiful and mysterious in
appearance, The pillars being of gray limestone
nnsuited for engraving have undergone partial decay
in some places. The surface has been cut through
by lines which have deformed some of the letters,
The right corner of the base of one of the inserip-
tions has altogether disappeared. Most of the other
numerous Nagari insoriptions lying in this building
were engraved on darable black stone slabs. Many
of them were used for the pavement of the central
prayer ball with their inscriptions erased, while
those that have been recently discovered, whether
full or fragmentary bave their inscriptions intact.
T'he pillax inscriptions arealso tolexably well presery-
ed, Probably their inconspicuous position has saved
them from the fate which other inscriptions in this

' building have undergone at the hands of ignorant
~ fanatics, These inscriptions are called grammatical
because they deal with grammatical matters, One
of them contains a chart of classified Samskria
alphabet and the other, fables of verbal conjuga-
tional terminations like similar illustrations in a
modern school, The alphabetical chart is made
up by the windings of one serpent only, It con-
. taing the Bamskrta alphabet in Nfgari character
;. of the XIth or XITth century A.D. and the chief
inflectional terminations of nouns and verbs. The




former are given in classes in the body of the serpent
and the latter in the tail. The consonants do not
differ much from those in common use now, but the
vowels have quite different shapes, The letters of
the slphabet are more than half an inch in length
and breadth, while those of the terminationg in the
tail are much smaller, The whole inscription is
9 teat and 8 inches in height and one foot in breadth.
Thero are altogether 55 letters and symbols, and 21
nominal and 18 verbal inflectional terminations, As
the alphabet plays the chief part in this inscription,
it is called Alphabetical. The first letter at the top

is probably the letter & (Ksha) which is the last
but one letter in the usual serial order of the Bans-
keit slphabet § (jna) being the last. Itis placed
at the top and wibh the first letter 37 (A) it probably

indicates the 218THIH[ ov Indian rosary. The lebters

hegin with vowels and end with the three Visarags
(aspirates) Visacajaniya, Jibva Miliya and Upadh-
maniya, It is not known why the first two vowels
a1 (a) and [ () arenot given in full,  Bo also the

object of giving &, g and J in the loft band side
of the triangular base is not clearly seen.

The table of verbal terminations is bigger in size
being 24 feet in height by 1§ feet in breadtb, It 18
made up by the intertwining of two serpents proba-
bly a male and a female one, 1t containg chiefly
the 18 personal terminations of the ten tenses and
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{ moods, of classical Sarskrta verbs (exzcepting only
the Valdlka @'{) nrranged in columns, There are

three numbers in Banskrit, and two sets of termina-

tions (Parasmai pada and Atmang pada) for each of

the tenses and moods; so for the three personsin

each, there are altogether 180 terminations, ninety
- of each set as shown under ;—

 Parasmai pada, Atmang pada.
3rd, P. Sing. Dual. PL Bing.  Dual. P:‘..
2ndq P. ¥ - | »n M LE]

£} ] 2

lst- Po. 2y b ] ) EH]

" 2 i

Total 9 49 .= 18

Grand total for ten tenses = 180

Thus there are altogether 18x10=180 verbal
terminations, 90 of each set, given in the table.
They are duly nuwbered on the right hand side and
are arranged in slanting columns from the left fo
the right, and are given in the spaces, left between
the zigzag cross turnings of the serpents. The
two sets of terminations (Parasmai and Atmani), the
three persons (the 8rd or Prathama, the 2nd or
Madhyama and the 1s6 or Uttams) and three nume
bers (Singular, Dual and Plural) are noted on the
eft hand side in order. The names of the tenses
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~“and moods are marked at the top of the columns
by the initial letter of each. They are as under i~

Initials

r

L g N 8 g axn o

ST XN A w N~

i

%

Full name

FAATAl
qaH (7th)
g3t (5th)
Qe
AGAAT
e
ST
syt
qfqug=dy

Panini’s
name

1 &2

7 %

5 aﬁg

6 B3

8 7%

2 oz

3 gz

9 ANV
4 %z

ATt 10 =%

English
name,

Present.
Potential.
Imperative.
Imperfect.
Aorist,
Perfect.

lst Futare
Benedictive,
2nd Future.
Conditional,

Besides the primitive basis, Sanskrit verbs have
geveral derivative bases showling causality, desire,
intensity, etc. These and other details are indicated
in the round loops in the triangular base below the
principal table of terminations. The heading of the
inscription ig Y AFF (AT:) of which the

words “‘ 391q "7 stand between the heads of the

serpents and the last word H&Y straight down in

the base. The letters in this inscription are smaller
and therefore, in several places somewhat indistinet.
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. The names of the tenses and the details given
in the bage axe not taken from the Greaf Sansktif
Grammarian Panini, cir, 500 B.C. They are taken
from the Katantea (alse called Kalipa or Kaumara)
—a small manual of Sanskrit Grammar, which
appears to have been specially prepared in order fo
simplify the subject in 1st century A, D,, which
became very popular in North India for a long time,

This grammar ig still a text-book in Bengal and
was so muchin usein old times in other places from
Kasmir in the north to Mahdrastra in the south and
has taken such deep root in the soil, that a few early
sutras (formulas) of it are still learnt by heart, in
every 1ndigenous Vernacular School of Malvaj
Gujarit and other parts of India, under the name of
Sidba, Fvery child’s first lesson begins with Sidb ;
but in the month of unlettered Pandyas (Pedagogues)
and their ruder pupils the text has been so corrupted
that it can now be hardly recognised o be Sams-
krta. For illustration three or four corruptions are
quoted below = '

#rdr Ao, WAL, X WA AT &1 e
The correct sutras (aphorisms) of Katantra run
: i
thus —REAVHAFAT: IR G5 AGEAR! @
{81 '

Above this table and over the heads of the
serpents, there are engraved two Sanskrit stanzas
of the Anustubh Metre. These supply important
historical data and raise the inscription, from a mere
grammatical curiosity to the status of a valuable
bistorical document. The stanzas indicate the
period to which they belong ; they confirm the tradi-

tion about Bhoja 8ala or Bhoja’s School and indicate
the site of Bhoja’s Bchool,
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L. Tn the first couplet occur the names of Udays-
ditya and Naravarma, (father and son), in the second,
that of Udayaditya alone.

Now Udayaditya and Naravarma were the almost
immediate successors of the famous Raja Bhoja,
who ruled at Dbfr daring the 1st half of the 11th
century and whose name, as a scholar, writer and
greab patron of scholars and writers, has become a
housebold word in India. They, therefore, must
bave reigned at the end of the XIth and the begin-
ning of the XIIth century A.D. Hencethe two stanzas
In question, cannot be, in all probability, less than
800 years old, The grammatical tables themselves
may perhaps be older still. The wmosque in which
these inscriptions are now found was built by Sultan
Mahmid 8ba Khilji of Mandu about 861 Hijri or
1467 A.D. as can be seen from the Persian inscrip-
tion on the gate-way leading to the torub.

11 and IIT—Both the serpentine pillar inscrip-
tions being grammatical are of educational interest
and mugt have been designed by some ingenious
teacher and permanently engraved on the pillars as
charts in modern Schools. They may also have
some mystical or occult meaning,

. The two Sanskrit stanzas at the top read as under
1n modern Nagari ;- '

CHAFAR AT AL 9L )

FEMEHAERIE MR ) )

IIRA FTET 0091 F T |
A oot 9 e A R 0
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Purport. '

(1) This Sword of Kings Udayaditys and Nara-

varmi, the worshippers of Siva, was ready equally
for the protection of the (four) Varpas (classes of
society) and of the Varnas or alphabet (meaning
learning),

(2) This serpentine Sword of King Udayaditya
intended for the protection of letters (learning) and
social classes has been set up asa badge for the
breasts of poets (scholars) and kings (Rulers),

But the most wonderful of Bhdja’s constructions
was the Bhojpur Lake, * a feat of hydraulic engineer-
ing forgotten by all till its ancient bed was recovered
with great pains by Kineaid. The lake gpread on the
valley of Betwa to the extent of 250 square miles,

The holy Bétwa in its upper reaches sweeps.
round hills, glides down broad valleys and races
down narrow glens and the region round has been

 the focus of religious and commercial activities since
the days of Gautams, the Buddba, Here the first.
‘Bauddha Acaryas preached and wrote their books.
1t seems Bhoja was stricken with an unsightly
skin disease and in those days, as is done by
Tndians even to-day, it was diagnosed as a kind of
leprosy. Bhdja’s doctors could not cure it and, as
Indian Rijas always did, he resorfed to a holy San-
_yasi for advice. The sanyasi prescribed that the king,
should construct a lake, larger than any other in
India, and fed by 565 springs, one for every day in
the year, and bathe in it at & specially chosen auspi=
_cious hour., The Royal Engineers set about to-
discover a proper site for the construction of the
lake, and after long, tedious and expensive search,

 Ind, Ant, xvil, pp. 348-52 on -which this account is:
‘based,



found it in the region of the head-waters of the
Betwa, 20 miles from where Bhopal now stands,
. Here was an extensive valley bemmed in by a ring
of hills and in the hill.wall, there were only two
breaks, one a little more than & hundred and the
other about 500 yards wide. Bhoja’s engineers
gpanned them by two wonderful dams, each consist-
ing of & bund with an eartben core, faced on the
inner and outer sides with immense blocks of stone.
The skill of the artisans of the period can be judged
from the fact that the blocks were laid, one on the
other without mortar, but yet their edges fitted so
truly that the bund was absolutely water-tight,
It is needless to add that the faces of the bund
sloped mwards from the base, The greater bund
was about 40 feet high and 100 feet broad on the
top on which rung to-day a part of the road from
Bhopal to Kaliakheri,

But when the streams that lowed into the valley
were counted, it was found that they were only
850. The engineers cast about for means to bring
up the streams to the mystic number 865 that were
wanted by the sage ; then a chief of the Gonds, who
then (as now) inhabited this bit of the Dandake
forest pointed out another stream near, which was
fed by six hill-springs, The chief's name was
Kaliya and the grateful engineers called the river
Kaliasot. But the Kaliasot which could increase
the drainage area of the lake by about 500 square
miles, lowed outside the well-enclosed valley which
was to be the bed of the proposed lake. Mo utilise
the waters of the Kaliasot, the engineers built near
Bhopil twenty miles off, a magnificent cyclopean
dam, constructed exactly like the other two, but
immensely broad for its length and height. Thus
wasg created a storage tank from which the surplug
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waters could feed the Iake during the three dry
months that succeeded the rains; from here * the
river ran at right angles to its former course round
the hills into the Batwa valley and became a most
valuable feeder to the constructors of the great lake,
because it carvied the surplus waters of the great
lake into the larger lake.” The greater dam was 0
constructed as to turn the Kaliasot into the Batwa
and from the top of the bund the, old bend of the
Kaliasot can even now be seen. The bund itself is
now so covered with jungle as to be invisible unless
when very carefully sexutinised,

Thug was oreated the Bhojpur lake, in its days
the largest and the most beantiful lake that adorned
the surface of India, presenting to the view ¢ one
unbroken sheet of water, except where islands added
to itis beauty”, It was in places a huadred feet
deep and on all sides sarrounded by high hills,
It was provided with a waste weir by means of g
cutting through the solid rocks of one of the lower
hills on the east side”. ‘It is at the blunt a pex of
& triangular valley opening from near the great dam,
and is probably two miles from it in a direct line,
Its position so far from the dam affords another
proof of the practical ability of the Hindu engineexs
of the time ; for any error in the levels would have
quickly destroyed the dam which, though stone faced
on both sides, was filled in by earth and could
not long have withstood an overflow. There are
gigns on its rocky and unbroken sides which show
that high water-mark was within six feet of its top.”
The water weir is now buried in irapenetrable
jungle and was accidentally discovered by Col.
Kincaid, When the waste weir valley was accessible
a visit to it at the close of the rains would have
been well worth making, for there conld be seen the
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overflow falling down in broken cascades to the
Biatwa 100 feet below, and could be heard the
waterfall roaring like thunder, The lake was a
broad sbeet of sweet water, refreshing alike to the
eyes dried, and the lips parched, by the hot winds.
From the broad bosom of the lake peeped now aund
again green islandsg relieving the monotony of the
view ; the village of Dip (from Banyskrit Dvipa,
island) standing on a small hill and now a station
on the Bhopal State Railway, testifies to the fact
that it was 1n Bhoja’s time an island two miles in
length spread on a hill standing in the borders of
the Bhojpur lake. In those days trees like the
pippal whose ever-trembling Jeaves shiver the rays
' of the sun into ever-moving dots of light, grew all
around the lake; the ears were charmed by the
shrill chirping of birds overhead and the gentle
lapping of little waves at the feet, Here and there
the jungle was cleared, breaking the verdure which
clothed the hills round the lake and ran right down
to the water's edge and towns were built,  One such
town built first below the waste weir was Bhojpur
where more than one group of large flat stones mark
the sites of Bhoja’s boat-houses. In that ruined city
are the remsains of a temple celebrated for its
gigantic polished quartzite lingam. Not far from
the northern end of the lake was built Bhopal,
Bhoja’s pala (bund) on which nesties the ancient
fort to the west of the modern city; the fort is on
the brink of the storage tank already described and is
filled with remaing of Jaina temples and the fine
sculptures that characterise them. Beyond the
western shorée away on the mountains rose the
powerfully-built fort of Gonhr defended by a deep
dike cut out of the solid rock, Hvery morning
Bhoja would sail on boats across the lake and
leaving themn in the boat-house, would inspect the

L A
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b or visit the temples on the other shore and
ghrn to his palace for his mid-day meal. 'The
gt watery plain cooled the atmosphere all round
ﬁ sevetal miles and held up the water so that
e Bagwa was never in floods. Bhilsa and
0# below the  flood level of the

yer and they enjoyed immunity from muud&j;lons it
bich they do not to-day, for this wonder{d}" ' w} ;
ece of ancient Hindu enginecring wag destroyed

' 8hiah Hussain, the greatest of the Mandau

. Bultans, alittle more than 400 years affer it was
built, He coveted the fertile land which formed

e silt.covered bed of the lake for agricultural pur.
oses and ordered the smaller of the dams to be
proken. It required an army of labourers to work

r three months t0 destroy it and three years
apsed before the lake was emptied of its waters
gnd thirty before the bed became dry enough for -
uman habitation ; but Shah Hussain did not live to

o the consummation. of his hopes,. Then numer-
ous little towns arose which now stud the valley
where the lake existed; round the towns green
wheat waves where the cool waters once rolled and
the line of the Bhopal State Railway runs where
hoja’s pleasure boats sailed in the breeze, and
dia's sons pass ackoss the bed of the lake on which

iled their forefathers of nine centuriesago, ignorant

the history of the site, notwithstanding the silent
’teshmony of the great bund, the ruined temples and

he large stone pillars of Bhoja's boat-house past
which they are hauled by the railway engineg
‘enorting with a speed unknown to Bhoja’s boats
which once silently slid along. Human eyes stare
unintelligent on the jungle which has grown all
round, the verdant hills stand grimly looking on and
?f%‘laughmg at the mutations of human ambitions.
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Bhoja was the beaw ideal of his time in the matter
of ‘military beroism, patronage of poetry and other
fine arte, as well as of the useful axts, Modern
Indian princes exhibit their prowess not on the field
of battle, but only on those of cricket or football
or polo but have otberwise kept up the ancient
virtues, They and also modern princes of Industry
and Commerce still emulate Bhoja in the founding
of centres of learning and the erection of temples,
larger and more ormate than those of the Liord of
Dhari, and in thus helping the ancient culture of
India to keep growing on from more to more,
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