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FOREWORD.

This book was to have been only the first of a long 
series of historical studies which the late Professor 
P. T. Srinivas Ayyangar had contemplated for publication 
under the auspices of the Annamalai University. Un­
fortunately it has proved also his last. Death has too 
soon snatched him away from us, and we are left with 
only one memorial, to his association with this Univer­
sity.

Prof. P. T, Srinivas Ayyaogar’s versatile intellect, 
his rare powers of discrimination, the thoroughness of 
his method and his command of the English language 
are so well known in these parts of the country that it 
is needless for me to expatiate on them, I may how­
ever be permitted to say that in this book we have a 
superb example of the kind of work we always associated 
with him. Inscriptions, tradition, literature have all 
been pressed into service, and the unique picture of 
Bhoja Baja of Dhara stands out in bold relief against a 
background of Eleventh Century India which he has 
succeeded in painting so graphically. I can only wish 
that Indian historians followed this method oftener 
than they do at present.

Prof. P. T. Srinivas Ayyangar had asked me to go 
over the proofs of this book, and, being pressed for time,
I  had excused myself to him. Is it not a curious 
coincidence, then, that I should at last be called upon 
to do something for this book which he would have 
very much liked me to do ?

ANNAMAIiAINAGAB
89th July, 1S31. K‘ M* Khadtb*
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BHOJA
CHAPTER I 

MALVA.
The 5-dabala hills, anglicized into the Aravallis, 

and called the .Pariyatra mountains in the pre- 
Christian centuries, form the oldest mountain range 
of India, very much older than the Himalayas* 
They divide Rajaputana, the home of the chivalrous 
Rajaputs, into two parts- One part comprises the 
great desert of India, which lies to the North-west 
of the Aravallis; it is the bed of a great primaeval 
sea, now dried up and overlaid with hills of blown 
sand fifty to hundred feet high. Over it sail the 
clouds of the South-west monsoon without parting 
with a drop of their precious burden; hence there 
is little vegetation and but one river, the Luni, in 
this region. Separated from it by the Aravallis lies 
South Rajaputana, which is a part of the basin of 
the Granges. Here

“ the ancient Xtajaput dynasties rose to a position of 
pre-eminence among the dynasties of the continent.
The sand-drifted landscapes of the northern regions of 
Rajaputana are not wholly wanting to the south of the 
Aravallis. . . . Wind-blown sand always lies conspiou- 
ons on the northern slopes of the long straight lines of 
rooky ridge which, south of the Aravallis for many a 
league, indicates the ancient existence of a yet wider 
mountain system* Yet further south and east, the desert 
aspects of Rajaputana are lost, merged in the compara­
tively fertile forest-clad highlands of peninsular India.
But it is the ArSvallis that mark the line of division. 
Beyond them to the North-west lie the Indus and the 
tertiary flats which the Indus divides. South of them 
are ancient red-sandstone strata of the continent, and a 
region of broad open valleys and gentle slopes, with 
rivers flowing in permanent channels, magnificent forests, 
a comparatively even rainfall and temperate climate.”1

1 Imp. Gaz. Ind. i. pp, 31-35.
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The highest point of the Aravallis is called the 
Arbuda. ordinarily Mount Abu, where according to 
legend, some of the Kajaput families arose out of 
the fire-pit of I.isi Vasistba, as will be related later.
Of Mount Abu thus sang a poet-prince of Malvaand 
descendant of King Bhoja about eight hundred years 
ago

Well-known is the glorious mountain Arbuda (IbB ); 
i t utterly humbles the pride of the noblest of mountains! 
the splendid colour which spreads from its sapphire 
crest, rivals that of the sky; on its top, which pierces 
the heaven, there are pools in which the lotus flower 
swings to and fro, and from it, pollen drops down and 
forms a circle, as if "it were another vault of the sky.
One end of the hill pierces the found orb of the earth 
which is girt with the ocean ; the other pierces the sphere • 
of heaven which ends in the circle of the horiaon; hence 
tills mountain looks like the glorious axle of the chariot 
of the Universe, one side of which lies down broken, 
oii the rugged road, while the other is lifted, upwards.” 1

Left us climb to the top of this Arbuda, very 
nearly four thousand feet above sea-level and turn 
our gaze to the south. Our eyes will rest on the 
Vindhyan range which stretches right across India, 
and separates the plains of Aryavarfcta from the 
plateau of Daksinapatha. Prom our high perch the 
Vindhyas look low and humble; that is why our 
poetic forefathers wove the tale that Aga'sfcya 
crushed the pride of the Vindhyas and pushed them 
down till a large part of their height sank into the 
bosom of the earth. North of the Vindhyas the 
land generally slopes down to the Yamuna. It also 
slopes west from the Aravalli. hills down to the , 
Betwa. Broad, flat elevations, probably the debris 
of the Aravallis, accumulated through many millen­
niums, form the chief characteristic of the landscape. 
Malva, says Sir John Malcolm, may

1 ftp, Ind. ii. p. 1891, (Kcilhorn).

k> d ;kdd/','d;y:;.;. dd,y'i' •. k . >.;■ d'k/./d kd. fAkAA,'' d
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“ be concisely described as a table-land, in general open 
and highly cultivated, varied with small conical hills 
and low ridges, watered by numerous rivers and small 
streams, and favoured with a rich productive soil, and 
a mild climate, conducive to the health of man and the 
liberal supply of his wants and luxuries,’’ 1

The rivers of Malva have been described by 
Kalidasa with his delightful, unfailing poetic touch.
They were theVetravau (Befcwa) whose sweet waters 
were undulating as if her face frowned when the  
cloud thundered near her banks,3 the Vananad! on 
whose banks there were many jasmine-gardens, 
Where women whose ear-lotuses had faded owing to 
the trouble of wiping the sweat on 'their cheeks, 
were gathering flowers,'1 the Nirvindhya whose 
girdle was a row of noisy birds, and which showed 
navel-like eddies caused by stumbling against rocks,* 
the (KSla) Sindhu, whose scanty wator is braid- 
like and is white on account of the withered leaves 
which fall from the trees growing on its banks,5 the 
Sipra the breeze from which, sweet-smelling on 
account of its contact with the fragrance of blown 
lotuses, lengthens the loud cooing of cranes,0 the 
Qambhira whose limpid, waters are like the pure 

' m ind7 and the Carmaijavatl (Cambal), flowing with 
the blood of the kina offered by Rantideva in the 
numerous sacrifices he performed, and appearing to 
the celestials like the earth’s single-stringed pearl 
necklace,8

These rivers and many rivulets have cut their 
way through the basaltic rock of the Malva plateau 
and made an intricate network of interlacing ra 
vines. The rains washing down the trap-rock which

1 Mai. Oen. Itxd. i. pp. 3-4. 6 ilSgh, 29.
9 MP-gh. 24. » lb .  31.
3 lb. 26, v lb. 42.
4 lb. 23. « lb. 47, 48.
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once covered the region and the vegetation that 
then clothed it have covered the greater part of Maiya 
with the black cotton soil called mar or kah by the 
natives. Hence the country is highly fertile. The 
people are skilful and industrious cultivators, the 
principal crops are wheat, gram, jowar, cotton and
poppy-1

From Kalidasa’s lovely poem, the MeghadUtci, in 
which a ya'ksa of Kamagiri in the Central Provinces 
sends his message of love through a cloud-messenger 
to his wife who resided in the land of Kubera in the 
Himalaya region, we learn that the garden-hedges 
of Malva were whitened by EetaJd flowers open at 
the apex, its trees were disturbed by the village- 
fokds building nests therein, the skirts of its Jambu 
forests were dark with ripe fruit, and the swans on 
their march north halted there for a few days.2

The Iin-i-A'kban says that in Malva
“ -vt every two or three Kas clear and limpid streams are 

met, on whose banks the willow grows wild, and the 
nvacinth and fragrant flowers of many hues, amid the 
abundant shade of trees. Lakes and green meads are 
fremient and stately palaces and fair country-homes 
breathe'tales of fairy land. The climate is so temperate 
1 hat in winter there is little need of warrii clothing nor 
in summer of the cooling properties of saltpetre. The 
elevation of this province is somewhat above that of 
other areas of the country and every part of it is 
cultivable. Both harvests are excellent and especially 
wheat, poppy, sugarcane, mangoes, melons and grapes.
In Basil pur the vine bears twice in the year and bci .el- 

, leafes of the finest quality. Cloth of the best texture »  
woven.” ®

i imp. Gaz. Lid. xvil. p. 100.
* M5gh. 2S.
■ Tr. Jacret. ii. pp. 196-7.



In another passage the Am-i-Akharl specially 
mentions the sweet mangoes and the luscious grapes 
and the Kiauda (Keiaki, talai) of lasting perfume' 
produced in Malva as being specially famous.

In the parts of the country not brought under 
cultivation, there are dense forests, relics of the 
ancient Dapdakaraijya, which abound in fine timber, 
especially the teak- The jungle is the abode of 
wild animals, such as the tiger, the leopard, the 
bear, the wolf, the hyaena, the wild bog, the ante­
lope, the nilgai and the sambur. So there is no 
lack of game to tempt the bowman-hunter, king or 
forester. Among domestic animals, the horned 
cattle of Malva have been so esteemed aa to constitute 
a large article of export; but not so sheep and goats. 
Horses, too, have been reared but not of the quality 
raised in the neighbouring province of Kathiavad. 
Camels have seldom been bred in Malva, as it lack's 
the sandy and warm tracts such as are found in 
Marvacl,

\ % > - ^ # 7  MALVA f >
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CHAPTER II

EARLY HISTORY OF MALVA
In very old times portions of the forest were 

cleared and towns built here and therein this region.
The earliest of these towns was built by Mucukunda, 
son of Mandhata, the first Oakrmarii, or supreme 
lord-of all India, who lived probably five thousand 
years ago. It was called Mahisiiiau, after Mahis- 
man, a Haihaya King who rated a century later. It 
was situated on the rocky bank of the Narmada, at 
the foot of both the Vindhya and the Bksa (Bltpura) 
ranges, at a place where the two ranges approach 
oacb other. It is now called Mandhata, the Omkara 
Kstftra, one of the holiest spots of India, on an island 
in the middle of the river. Mahietnatl was the 
capital of Arjuna Karfctavirya, who was_a great 
i-mperor and earned the title of .Bahasrabahu, the 
! h; TK.and meed, because he was a doughty warrior, —« 
In the fort of Mahismat! he confined a B&vaJja, who 
belonged to an age much earlier than that of the 
Havana of the Ramayana, and had dared to challenge 
his might and invaded his dominions.

After Arjuna’s death. Ida son, Jf.yadhv&p, reigned 
in \vr>nti, c<mr-J1 of the province of Avanti, as 
k5;ilv;.i v . .. called in those days. About a thousand 
years later, the Bhojas, a branch of the Yadavas, 
ruled in this part of the country. Avanti sank into 
obscurity till the age of Gautama Buddha when it 
became the great rival of Magadha and its king was 
the fierce Pradyofca (Pajjota) who ruled at Ujjayim 
and was the father of Vasavaclatfca, beloved of 
Udayana, the king of the Vatsas, *t*he story of

1 Fargiter. Ancient Ind. Hist. Trad. p. 366,
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U Jay ana and Vasavadatta became the subject of a 
beautiful drama by one of the earliest Sanskrit play­
wrights, Bha-a, who lived a few centuries after .and 
was also' narrated in the Brjiatkathil by Guiiadfaya 
half a millennium and more after the time of the 
hero and the heroine and another half-millennium 
later, when Kalidasaflourished, the story of Udayana, 
was the subject of conversation among the old 
villagers of Avanti1 who pointed out,

“ Here Vatsa-raja carried off the beloved daughter_of 
fradySta; here too there was the golden garden of ta la  
belonging to that very king; here indeed roamed the 
elephant Nalagiri (a furious elephant given, according 
to legend, to Pradyota by W ra) uprooting his post In 
madness; with these stories well-informed persons 
divert their relatives who come on a visit to this 
place." 2

Pradyota’s eldest son, Gopak, gave op the throne 
to bis brother Fal&kka, and lived with his dear sister 
Vasavadatta, at Kaus limbi, the Vataa capital. 
Palakba thereupon imprisoned Aryaka (Ajja-ka), son 
of Gopala; but Sarvalaka, a Brahrnatm, managed to 
raise a rebellion in which Aryaka slew Falakka and,
* saved his family and name’ as, narrated in that most 
humorous drama,the Mrcchakatika fay King hiidraka. 
This play, though a few centuries later than the 
events it deals with, gives us a vivid picture of life 
in Ujjayini in old days.' Rogue elephants sometimes 
broke loose, snapping the iron chain by means 
of which they were tethered and wandered with 
the broken chain dangling at the foot, while fright­
ened women ran away so rapidly that their anklets 
dropped down, till the elephant which looked like 
great mountains were felled down with an iron pole.

~ ™  M§gb. 80.
3 lb .  32. (Pathak).



<SL
BHOJA

In the streets abounded Bauddha monks each carry­
ing a staff, a water-jar and a begging-bowl. Doga 
were sound asleep in the shops that looked out on the 
market, Hetairae abounded, some who led as self- 
respecting lives as the chastest of wives. The science 
and art of thieving were cultivated by the proteges 
of Skanda; they made holes in the walls where the 
bricks had been eaten away by nitre and broke into 
houses. The house of rich people had a number of 
courtyards and the gateways of each were decorated 
on festival occasions ; there were rows of balconies in 
the first court brilliant as the moon or as sea-shells,
In the second court cart-bullocks, buffaloes, horses, 
monkeys and elephants were kept. In the third 
court was a gaming-table. The fourth court was 
reserved for musical performances, generally by 
courtezans. The kitchen was in the fifth court. 
Goldsmiths were working in the sixth court making 
jewels for the ladies of the household and there 
perfumes were being ground. Doves and parrots and 
other pet-birds were kept in the seven th court. The 
inmates lived in the eighth court where there was 
an orchard. The king owned a garden outside the 
city ; therein could be seen ‘ trees adorned with 
fruits and flowers, clinging creepers interlacing 
round ’ their trunks. Monkeys were hanging from, 
the * leafy tree-top." The administration of the city 
was so much advanced that it possessed a law-court 
presided over by a judge and provided with beadles, 
gild-wardens and clerks. The procedure of trials 
was fixed by laws, though even in those days the 
rich man could bend the law to Buit his own 
purposes.

The merry life of the, people of Ujjayini is also 
described by Kalidasa, Sudraka and Kalidasa lived 
much later than the age we are dealing with. Bats
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as social, life in India changes so slowly that 
social conditions and the manner of life of the 
people depicted in the mantras of the Kg Veda and 
the Atharva Veda exist almost without change to-day 
in villages, it is quite probable that the Ujjayinl of 
i§adraka and Kalidasa was in every respect the same 
as that of Pal&kka. Says Kalidasa,

“ In the balconies of the palaces of Cj jayini from the eyes 
of the townswomen “ shot” unsteady side-glances 
dazzled by flashes of lightning.” “ ISiposed for sale in 
the markets were brilliant pearlstrings with a precious 
stone in the centre, csrores of conch-shells and pearl- 
oysters, emeralds dark-green like young grass, sending 
forth rays of light. Ladies perfumed their hair- with 
incense which escaped from the lattice-windows. In the 
palaces filled with the soent of flowers and marked with 
red lac from the feet of fair women, danced tame 
peacocks.” 1

Into such a lovely city spread in the 4th century 
B. G, the mild asceticism propounded by Gautama 
Buddha and it soon became popular. Bauddka 
Sanyasls found the summits of the hills of Malta 
•and their peaceful atmosphere conducive to their 
studies and yoga practices; they founded several 
monasteries there, Bauddha monasteries generally 
contained a very much larger number of Bhikhhus 
than Brahmana or Jaina ones, because the rules of 
the Saugata order were much laser than those of 
the other congregations of Sanyasls. Hence the 
,SanghUra-mas of the followers of Gautama were 
built at spots which were sufficiently remote from 
towns to permit of peaceful meditation and doctri­
nal debates, but yet close enough to the capitals of 
kings oi local chiefs to enable them to get a plentiful 
supply of gifts of provisions for their larder and to 
attract crowds of men and women to help to cele­
brate their gay festivals. The most populous of
......'“ i%hT 2r| 33, 34
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^ ^ S h S S fm on aateriea  in  M Slva w a s t h a t  o f B anei, a v illa g e  
w h ic h  rests on a h ill ,  less th a n  300 ft. in  height-.

“ As with all the neighbouring offshoots of the Vindbyasj; 
its formation is of sandstone, which slopes, layer on 
layer, in shelving masses down its aides wherein tlio 
Buddhist builders of old found a quarry for. their stone 
ready to hand and easily worked. In the various hu«8, 
of this stone and in its ragged crags there is a wonder­
ful charm alike of form and colour, and this oharm is 
enhanced by the wealth of jungle sliicttbs and trees 
which spring from every nook and crevice among the 
giant boulders. The vegetation grows free and dense- 
on all the steeper slopes around the hill, but most luxuri­
antly on its southern half, in places where the high and 
shady cliffs afford shelter against the sun. Here the ever­
green Khirni tree, with its sombre foliage, is especially 
abundant, and here in the early spring the dhdk or 
1 flame of the forest ’,a sit  has been so happily called, seta 
the hill-side ablaze with its clusters of gorgeous 
blossoms, affording a strangely gay and dazzling setting- 
to the grey ruins that crest, the ridges above.” 1

la  a few centuries after the death of Gautama, 
Eastern Malva (Akara) became separate from 
Western . MRlva (Avanti) and the whole province- 
carae to be called Akaravanti. A fiofea ruled over it as- 
Yuvariija before he ascended.the throne of Magadba. 
Vidisa (now Bhilsa), 120 -miles eaot of IJjjayini, was 
its chief' town. WAka, to signify his reverence- 
for the great ascetic Gautama, whose personality 
dominated the minds of many Indians for abou t five 
centuries after his Nirvaija, built at Salici, or- 
Kakanada, as it was called, in inscriptions, a slum  
of brick, (each brick measuring 16" x 10"-x 3"), 
probably “ roughly hemispherical in shape, with a, 
raised terrace encompassing its base and a railing and 
a stone umbrella crowning its summit.” a Asoka also- 
set up a pillar on which, was inscribed the dhamma 
that he preached for the benefit of laymen.

1 Marsh. U-uide to SiSuoi, p. 3.
a Marsh, op, cit.  p. 32.
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Abbot half a century after the death of ASOka, 
Kings of the Sainarediya BrahmaJirt family of the 
Suag&s aoobeeded to the role of North India.. Their 
main capital was Vidida. Pusyamitra, the first 
Bunga King, has been falsely accused of persecuting 
the Baud&has, on the strength of an idle legend 
recorded in late times, As a matter of fact, under 
his rule and that of his immediate successors, 
the brick stupa of Band -was furnished with, a stone, 
envelope which made the diameter of the stupa 
increase to over 120 feet and its height to about 
54: feet, and a terrace was then added to it.

“ Over tbs masonry courses of both dome and terrace was 
laid a thick coat of concrete, finished og, no doubt, with 
finer plaster, and possibly embellished ■with swags or 
garlands in relief and hanging from projecting turns, and 
further relieved with colours and gilding.’’ 1 .

On the top was then put an umbrella supported 
by a pedestal box containing relics of the Buddha, 
with a railing round it.. The next addition was & 
ground balustrade of atone, given by various people 
and made in imitation of a wooden railing. Then m 
still later times were put up a processional path, a 
stairway flanked by balustrades and encompassing 
the terrace, gateways (tdrana) in the four direc­
tions, etc.

The last king of the Snnga line to rule at. "Vidistt 
was Bhagabhadra, and in the fourteenth yea,r of his 
reign, Heliodoros, a Yavana (Greek), ambassador of 
Ahtialkidas, Yavana King of Taksasila, built a stone 
pillar with the figure of Garnda on its top- This 
pillar ia now standing at a place called Besnagar. 
near Bhopal, and was probably placed in the front 
of a Y'isiju temple of wood which has now completely 
vanished. Heliodoros calls himself a Bbagavata,,

■h Marsh, op. cit, p. S3.
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which word, along with its synonyms, Sattvata and 
I'ancaratra, meant, in those days a worshipper of 
Vifiju, a Vaieijava ; apparently in the pre-Christian 
centuries the walls of caste were not rigid and it, 
was not impossible for a mlecchci (foreigner) to 
become a Yaisnava. This pillar is also noteworthy 
because it proves that schools of the V aisijava 
Agarnas had made notable advances in philosophic 
and ethical thought long before the Ilnd Century 
B. 0. They took over the simple concept of the three 
steps of "Vispu, representing in early Vedic times 
the three positions of the Sun—at sunrise, noon, 
and sunset—and allegorized them as the throe steps 
in the path that leads to immortality ( t r tn i  a m u ta -  
p a d a n i )  viz.,

“ self-control, self-denial, and watchfulness ” (dumocago 
apraniada) for wa find inscribed on the (J-aruda. pillar 
Trfni am utapadm . . .  . (Ida) anuthitani, nayamti svaga 
(m.)'damocago apramado, ‘ three are the steps to immor­
tality which. . . followed lead to heaven, (namely) selt- 
dontrol, self-denial, and watchfulness.” i

The worship of Visnu and of Siva as prescribed 
in the Agamas, giving ample room for the manifesta­
tion of the devotional (bhakti) instincts of man and 
associated with a severe moral and spiritual training 
were formidable rivals of the Jaina and Bauddha 
cults from their inception! as these latter made little 
provision for man’s natural instincts of devotion to 
God, they soon obscured the former and superseded 
entirely the latter, so that it does not exist any more 
in the land of its birth and prevails only in foreign 
countries shorn of the Indian associations which are 
its soul and body.

A century or two later, another city rose to impor­
tance in this region; it was called Dasapura, probably

u T s  fi. 1908-09. p. 125.
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because II was made up of ten villages, whicK 
together formed a unit -of local administration. It 
■wjis later called Mandasor and is to-day the 
headquarters of the district of the same name m 
Central India. It is situated on the banks of the 
Siwana, a branch of the Sipra. . ■-

About this time or perhaps a little earlier. Avanti 
became the headquarters of a line of Pontiffs of the 
.1 ainas. Then Avanti became subject to Sa.ka-Pa.Uava 
Eajas who came over the sea fromSakastana on the 
borders of Persia. They were defeated and driven 
out of Malva in the year 56 B. C. by a great hero 
whose personal name is unknown,Tut who had the 
titles of V'ikramUditya and Sakari; from this date 
began the Vikrama Samvatsara, the era used in 
Northern India up to our own days. After his time 
Jaina teachers began again to abound in Malva, and 
to-day the remains of numerous Jaina temples can 
Ire seen in this province. In 77 A.D. Gastana, the 
Baba, was crowned king of Malva and Suras Ira. 
Prom the coronation of this Saba king began the 
era, now called the Salivahana Saha era, which 
prevails throughout Southern India. These Baku 
Kajas, who were called also Ksatrapas or 
Mahaksatrapas, ruled till 898 A.D. and during their 
rule, the trade of India with Europe was ranch 
developed and the old town of IJj jay ini became the 
entrepot of India’s foreign commerce. Goods from 
the North, the East and the South were gathered in 
that city by Bresthis (Settis) whose descendants 
are the Seths of modern days, and sent to the 
seaports on the western coasts and thence to 
Egypt and Europe. Greek astrolqgieo-astronomictu 
knowledge spread from Alexandria to Ujjayim and 
this, blended with Vedic astronomy, gave birth to 
modern Indian astronomy, at first cultivated by the
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scholars of Ujjayini which hence became the central 
.longitude from which all astronomical calculations 
were made.

In the third century the power of the Saka 
Ksafcrapaa declined chiefly on account of the rise of 
Sagas, Murundas, Abhiras and other tribes. At the 
end of the I ll rd  century A. D. a new line of kings 
whose names ended in Vasma began to rule in 
Eastern Malva, The famous Candravarma, one of 
the early kings of this line, built the famous Iron 
Pillar set up now at Mehrauli in Delhi.

The last of the flaka kings of Malva was killed by 
Caoclragupfca, son of Samndragupta, disguised as a 
woman. With the extinction of the Saka dynasty, 
Malva became) more or less subordinate to the 

. Guptas. Mandasor (then called DaSapura), men­
tioned in the inscriptions of the early years of the 
Christian era, rose to prominence under Kurnara- 
gupta’s rule.

In the Vlth century the Hfinas captured Malva. 
ToramSna Saha and his son, Mihiragula, both devo­
tees of Siva, became its rulers. Then arose a great 
Brahmana hero, called Visijuvarddhana YaScidhar- 
madeva, who, as he tells us in his Pillar Inscriprion 
found near DaSapura, broke the power of the Hunas 
and ruled as the over-lord of the whole country from

•'the neighbourhood of Lauhitya (Brahmaputra) to the 
mountain of Mahendra (in Orissa), the lands at the foot 
of which are impenetrable because of the groves of 
palmyra treeo, and from the Mountain of snow (the 
Himalaya), the table-lands of which are embraced by 
the Gahgil, to the Western Ocean.” 1

Many great poets and scientific men flourished in 
Malva during the reign of Ya^odharma Deva, who 
was also hailed as Vikramaditya Sakari, There is

1 Gupta Insc., p. 148.
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a traclitioJa that “ nine gems ” (navatatnUni)-werethe 
ornaments of the Court of Navavikrama; at the head 
of them was KSlioasa, the greatest poet of India and 
a native of M&lva ; hence some scholars regard him 
as belonging to the VEth century. Others of the 
"  nme gems ” were Varaha Mihira, (who himself 
informs ns that he belonged to the VTth century), 
the author of the first extensive and systematic 
treatises on Indian astronomy and astrology, Amara- 
simha, the lexicographer,, Dhanvantari, a medical 
writer, Bhatti, Vararuci, oankn* Ghatabarpara, and 
.Ksapanaka, poets.

YaSodharmadeva’s immediate descendants contin­
ued the patronage of literary men, but their po wer 
soon waned ; the province of Malva broke tip into 
the “ Seven Malvas ” and became the constant 
battleground between the Pratiharas of Kanauj 
(Kanyakubja) and the Kastrakutas of Malkbed 
(hlanyakheta), who shared between themselves the 
allegiance of its prineelets. But the political 
troubles ol Malva did not interrupt the steady 
pursuit of Samskrta studies ; not only did Vedic 
lore flourish, but a steady stream of Bauddha 
scholars flowed to China, and in this period Buddha- 
raksita, Guijabhadra, Paramartha and Atigupta, 
among others, went from Malva to Ghma and made 
translations of Bauddha Sadrskrta works for the 
benefit of the Chinese.

• G° i x
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CHAPTER III 

THE PARAMARAS
The (NavasUhasmkacarila by Padrnagupta, one 

of the greatest poets of Dhara, gives the legendary 
history of the rise of the Paramaras, better than the 
inscriptions which contain prasastis, eulogies, of. 
these kings. It says,

••There (on mount Arbuda) the wise house-priest (Vas,..
1 stha) of the IksvSkus made a sa g es grove, noh in wild 

rioei fruits, roots, fire-wood and iSTusa-grass.
wiah-Kranting oow waa orroe stolen and carried away 

i>v the son of (f dhi fVlivEmitra), as was that of Jama- 
dagni by Arjuna, Krtavirya’s offspring.

A-nhdhatl uDfm whose bosom the silk garment was ba thed
^ “ th tears became a log, on account of her husband's 

wrath.
Thereupon the first of the judges of the Atharyana songs 

lYasisi ha.}, with holy sayings, threw an offering into tuo 
fire, which, kindling up with broad flames, seemed to  
hear an ascetic's hair braid.

Quickly a mart sprang out of the fire, with how and crown 
and g olden armour.

Bv him the oow of the wise man, led away by VUwamitra, 
was brought back, as the sun brings haok the light of 
day, which has been led away by the think darkness.

Then the grove-maidens took the cheek wet with tears
* of*joy, from the supporting hand which is worshipped 

by the devout.
He received from the aage the fitting name of rarsmara— 

kUler of the enem y-and a ruler's power over he globe, 
before whom all the parasols of all other kings were
Shut.” 1

Tn the post-Christian centuries when new families 
rose to power and acquired the rule of large districts,

i  Iiid. Ant. xxivi, p. 182, (Nav. S»h. Car. x i ; 8A-”1.)
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a it was the fashion to invest them with Ksattriya 
status and invent an eponymous ancestor for them, 
connecting, him with "Vedic Esis or epic heroes. 
Such eponymous heroes were Pallava, Calukya and 
Parana a ra. Princes who claimed descent* from 
Paramara possessed the fort of Acalagadh near 
Mount Abu arid ruled over the surrounding districts 
with Candravatt as capital. In the IX century a 
line of Paramara princes became famous as the lords 
of MSlva and rose to such heights of power that 
they became the protectors of the original Paramams 
of Aealagarlh, This new dynasty was founded by 
Upendra,' also called Krsparaja. Like all founders 
of new dynasties he had to contend with neighbour­
ing princes, and he celebrated his victories and estab­
lished the status of supreme sovereignty by enlist- ’ 
i.ng the aid of learned Brahmaijas and performing 
many Vedic sacrifices. Says Padmagupta,

“ this sacrifice!-, before whom fndra was afraid (lest by  
performing 1.00 Fajitas, FpEndra should usurp Xndra’e 
throne), whose body was rendered holy by (many 
avabhrta) baths i.e. those taken at the end of sacrifices, 
decked the earth with golden yupas." 1

Therefore an inscription describes him as
“ UpandrarSjtij whose fame was proclaimed by the im­

mortals, satisfied by the multitude of all sacrifices.,— 
who was a jewel among the twice-born and gained high 
honour of kingbood by his valour,” 4

He lived soon after 800 A. D, Hie son was also a 
great warrior,

“ a lion for the elephant-like hostile kings, the best of 
heroes, Sr! Vairisimha, who composed his own eulogy 
by (erecting) pillars of victory (everywhere) on the earth 
that is bounded by the four oceans.” 2

1 Nav. xi. 73.
2 E. I. j. 237.

’ 844-3
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The building of j&yasthambhas was an old Indian 
custom which Vainsimba foilowed.

“ From him sprang Sr! Slyaka, a prince (standing) m the 
first rank of conquerors, whose foot-stool was resplen­
dent and coloured by the rays of the jewels to the
diadems of kings...-he. the crowd of whose enemies Wes
submerged in the waves of the waters of the blade in his 
hand.” *

Ifroitt the praises accorded to these Paramara kings 
of the IX century, it can be deduced, that each 
of them had to straggle hard with neighbouring 
princes and by means of victories over them buna on 
firm foundations the rising power of Maiva.

"From him sprang Sn Viikpati, a sun for (those) water­
i n g  th fey e s  of the maidens of Avan ti .(h e  who was) 
resplendent with the rays of the sword in his hand, who 
resembled Satamakha (Indra) and whoso armies drank 
the waters of the Ganga and of the Ocoaa.

This is the first definite reference to Ujjayini as the 
capital of the Paramaras. A. legend is narrated ot 
him that while encamped at Dasapura,

•» durina his father’s life-time he found the people ot thitb 
district on the verge of rebellion. Ho called the leaders 
together and by his persuasive words calmed their 
apprehensions and averted a revolt. From that day ho 
was given the biruda of Vakpaii or the lord ol e oq . •
The bards also credit him with a oampaipun Ramarupa 
(Assam) in which he was suooessful after -a days 
fighting,'*a

This explains the phrase in the inscription that his 
armies drank the waters of the Gangs and the Ocean.

The inscription goes on to say that
"from him was born Vairisimba IT, whom the_people 

call Vajrata Sv3mi; by that king famous X>h»» was 
indicated, when ha slew the orowd of his enemies with 
the sharp edge (dhara) of his sword.

J- E. I. i. 237. 
a Bhar State Gan. p, 130.
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The rising strength of the Pmm&cas roused the 
jealousy of rival princes and the necessity arose tor 
changing the capital from Ujjayini to Ph&rS which 
was better fitted naturally for effective fortification 
To distinguish the name of the place from dhika 
(srvord-edge) it was called. Dhar&nagari, but yet the 
temptation to play on the several meanings of the 
word (dhara) con id not be resisted by later poets as 
will be noticed later on. Padmagupta, ways * of 
Vairisimha that he was a

“ Iion 50 his enemies; his fame, bright as jasmine and like 
trie moon, was as a mane to him ; when the kingly swans 
saw the bow of this prince, who was like Paulomi s 
husband, they forsook the land, as the regal swans 
forsook the pond whan they saw Indra’s pond.” 1 * *

From him
11 sprang he who is called his glorious majesty Harsa, the 

sound of whose trumpets was beautiful like the noise of 
the roaiiog, of mighty elephants in the armies of 
numerous hostile kings, he, who, equalling the snake- 
eater ( M a )  m fierceness, took in battle the wealth 
of King Khoftiga, ’ 8

The Garnd* was figured on the flags of Paramaras, 
who were mostly worshippers of Visnu, Kbottimt 
who was defeated by this King, called by the several 
names, Harsa Simha, Harak Singh, gri-Harsadeva, 
Sfyaba II, was the Kasirakuta king of Manyakheta, 
who died in 972 A. D. A Prakrta poet, Dhanap’aia, 
says in his Paiycilctcchi that he composed that work

“ when one thousand years of the Vikrama era an<J 
twenty-nine besides had passed, when Manmkhertn 
(Mtnyakhsta) had bean plundered in consequence of an 
attack (made) by the lord of M'ilva.” a

1 Nav. xi. 83-4 {I.A xxxvi. pp. 163-4).
3 E. I. i. p. 237.
s E. 1. ii. p. 192.
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giyaka I I  also conquered the lord of Baihlpati,
besides the head o f  a Ksattriyft house oi th© K'una»
dan .1- He was the first of a brilliant series of hero- 
Kings of Malta under whom that province became 
the leading one in India. Sty aka II was succeeded 
by Utpalariija, otherwise called Mufija, and vakpati* 
xfxja II . He was a great warrior, a poet and a 
patron of poets.1 
Mufija was

“ the sole abode of good qualities, adorned the whole 
earth, the growth of whose riches was proportionate to 
the deposits of wealth (which he received) from foes 
that were conquered by his bravery, who, cultivating 
eloquence, high poetry arid the art of reasoning, com­
pletely mastered the lore of the Sast.ras, who is ever 
Braised bv the virtuous as his glorious majesty, vakpati, 
he whose lotus-feet were coloured by the Wwejs oa.ths  
heads of the Karniitas, LSifcas, KBralas and Colas and . 
who possessed the fame of a tree of paradise, since he 
granted to a crowd of suppliants whatever they desired, 
who conquering TuvarSja and slaying his generals, as 
V3ofcox* raised on high his sword in Tripuri.

In  this eulogy the mention of the Colas is merely 
formal, because Mufija never came in contact with 
them; nor can be recovered any details about bis 
fi.f»-b.ts with the Lataa or people of South Gujarat, 
which had just been seized, by a Caulukya pririco 
named Barappa, probably some connection of Mula- 
rgja th e  founder of the Caulukya (Solanki) dynasty 
of Gujarat, Yuvaraja was the second Kalacuri king 
of that name, who ruled over the Cedi country With 
Tripuri (near Jabalpur) as his capital, He

“ purified the town of Tripuri so that it was like Indra s 
city ,”4

but was conquered by Mufija who slew hirn and his 
generals and captured Tripuri6 Mufija’s most power-

*Na'v. SobfCur. si, pi 89-90. • E, I. i. PP.
* IS. I. i. p. 237. 4 E. I. Xil. P. SIS, 5 E. k *• P*23<-
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fal foe was Tailapa II, Ranarangabhima, terrible 
on the field of battle, the exterminator of the R&s- 
trakata empire and founder of that of the second line 
of Western Oalnkyas. Six times (a legend makes it 
sixteen) did Munja invade the Caiukya territory 
and defeat Tailapa; he then added to his titles those 
of the Bastrakilta emperors, viz., Amoghavarsa, Sri 
VaSlabha, Pjrthvfvallabha. But a rapidly moving 
column of Tailapa’s soldiers kept on harassing, 
whenever possible, Mania’s subjects and the King of 
Dhara, resolved to crush Tailapa finally. Kudraditya, 
Mufija’s minister, was ill but yet tried very hard to 
dissuade the King from starting on this project. He 
reminded Muiija of an old prediction to the effect 
that destruction would overtake him if he should 
cross the Godavari. But Munja looked upon 
iailapa with contempt, for he had defeated the 
Caiukya six tiroes before. In his overweening coo - 
fidence, he crossed the Gddavarl and pitched his 
camp south of that river. Budraditya heard of the 
King’s headstrong conduct and in despair entered 
the flames of a funeral pile. Tailapa, with a strong 
army, whose ranks were swollen with contingents', 
sent l>y several of his feudatories, suddenly felfupon 
Munja’s army and cut it to pieces.

In this battle took part, among others, Bhillama II, 
a Mah&samanta, ‘ feudatory governor ’ belonging 
to the Yadava clan, which claimed descent from 
on Krsna, who therefore bore the hereditary title of 
“ Supreme lord of the town of Dvaravati ” (Dvaraka) 
and was a vassal of Tailapa’s. He took Munja 
prisoner, binding him with a rope of muiija grass, 
and thus ‘rendered firm the sovereign authority of 
Itana ra n gabhfma. ’ Muiija was put in prison and 
confined in a wooden cage and on his head was 
neaped insult on insult. While he was under con"
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fiaament, Mipajavati, widowed sister of Tailapa fell 
in love with him and attended to his wants.

Meanwhile, certain of Munja’s ministers dug a 
tunnel which led to his prison in order that he might 
escape through it. One morning when Munja was 
standing before a mirror, Mrnalavati approached him 
from behind and saw reflected in the mirror, her 
own wrinkled face by the side of the handsome face 
of her lover. Her face turned dark with the thought 
that.his love for her would die soon. Munja easily 
read the idea that was passing through her mind 
and said to her,—

‘‘Says Munja. O weep not, Mrp&Iavatl, for thy fairness 
departed,

One pounds the hard crystals of sugar, the powder still 
tastes quite delicious,”

E a t his face remained clouded, as he was brooding 
over the plans' of escape. MiJjajavatr, to make sure 
of the state of his mind, first gave him saltless food 
to eat and then food with too much sa.lt; he swal­
lowed both without noticing the difference. Then 
in order to wheedle his secret out of him, she ques­
tioned him in a charming voice, and at last he said 
to her,-—

“ I am about to escape from this prison by means of a 
tunnel? if you will come with me, I will make you my 
chief queen.”

She thought that his love for an elderly widow, who 
had no good looks to stimulate love, would die soon, 
but answered,—

“ Wait a minute, I  will fetch my casket of jewels,”

and then rushed to her brother and betrayed to him 
her lover's secret plans. Munja was thereupon
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bound with cords and led like a chained monkey to 
beg from door to door, moaning,-—

“ The haarts of man are filled with grief when they confide 
in woman,

Who jitter charming words of love to captivate all 
minds.”

He lamented,—
" My  horses, chariots, elephants, my footmen, servants, 

all are gone;
O Rudraditya, now in heaven, call me; to join thae I 

crave.”

Munja was finally led to the place of execution, and 
he was told to think of his favourite deity (iftadeva). 
He, then, in imitation of the well-known Vedic 
mantra recited during obsequies, ordering each 
element of the body to goto the God whence it came, 
exclaimed,—■

,s Fortune, his wife, will go to Govinda ; *
To heroes' heaven will go heroic fame;
When Mu5ja has departed from this earth,
Sarasvatf, abode of fame will be 
Without a column to support her seat.”

He was then executed and bis head was fixed 
on a stake planted in the courtyard of the 
palace of Tailapa II, and bathed everyday with 
sour buttermilk. Verily, the Karnata King had 
forgotten the old Indian ideals of Dkarmayv.diha, 
warfare guided by ethical considerations, which 
inculcated chivalry to fallen foes, which required 
the victorious king to grant respite to the defeated 
one for the purpose of collecting a fresh army, which 
forbade the victor to take advantage of the difficul­
ties of the enemy in the field of battle and which 
ordained that all hatred should cease with the ces­
sation of hostilities!

' ' Gpi^\; " ■
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When young Bhoja, nephew of Munja, heard of 
the savage treatment accorded to his uncle, he vowed 
that he would avenge the insult when he became 
King, Poets composed elegies on the misfortunes 
Of. Munja. One pitiful lament may be quoted

“ That treasure of glory, that Munja, the lord of Avanti 
and elephants,

That long since was born as abode of Sarasvatl, Goddess 
of Fortune,

The lord of KarnSla imprisoned, despite of the wisdom 
of ministers,

Impaled on a sharp stake; 0  verily dark is the path of 
one’s Karma.

The Lord of Ayodhya, ha died out of sorrow for parting 
with Rama,

H is carcase preserved in an oil-oask, delayed wore his 
funeral rites long

Beyond the due season, prescribed for the purpose by 
ordinances of Rsis.

Bewildered with mdha of riches, thou laugh’at when 
disaster o’erta-kes one.

Thou foelest it atrange that the fortunes of men are 
inconstant ? Yet knowest,

In watering Helds with the water-wheal, the bucket now 
empty is full soon ;

The bucket that's full is aoon found to contain not a drop 
of water.”

Another elegy ran,
“ H e’s decked with a death's head, and his follower 

Bhfi'igl is shrivelled in body ;
His riohes an old b u ll; the state of the Great God la 

deplorable truly 1
Then tell me, 0  sage, how poor wretches will fare whan 

misfortune and misery
Shall reach us and stand on our heads which are weary 

with load of disaster 1
The wide sea for moat and great Lanka for fortress, when 

fortune deserted him,
Great RXvana lost all. O Mufija, what room for despair 

in thy ease is ?”



Munja was an accomplished poet ami attracted to 
his court a large number of scholars and poets whom 
he liberally rewarded. Many of Mmrja’s verses are 
found scattered in. Merutufiga’s Prabandhti cintti- 
mani, Ballala’s Bhojaprahandha and similar chro­
nicles and also in works on Alahkara composed in 
later times. Padmagupta, the greatest of the poets 
of his court, thus eulogized him.

“ We worship his Majesty VSkpati, only support of the 
creeper of heaven, great VSv'i.

Through favour of Mufija wo walk on the path of this 
prince of all poets on earth In our life-time.”

Others o£ his proteges were Dhananjaya, author 
•of the treatise on dramatic composition, Dasarupa, 
his brother Dhanika, who wrote a commentary 
thereon, called Damrupavaloka and another work 
called Kdvija nirnaya and who calls himself the 
MahasadhyapaB, of CJtpalaraja, Dhanapala, author 
■of the Lexicon, Paiyalacahi, and Halayudba, who 
•composed a varttikci on the Pifxgala sutrus, who 
praises Vakpati “ as the tree of paradise that grants 
the wishes of all suppliants.”

Notwithstanding his constant wars, and his ardent 
•devotion to the muses, Munja found time for archi­
tectural activities. He is

“ credited with considerable activity in the erection of 
buildings and the biggest of the twelve artificial lakes 
round DhiirS, called the Jlunja-stXgara, is said to have 
been one of his undertakings. Tradition has it that 
numerous fine bathing-ghats surroundedit, hut of these 
there are now no traces, and if they existed they must 
have been silted up. The tank near Jahilz mah'ii at 
MSptlu known as the Munja talao is also supposed to 
be hi's handiwork. Ghats are said to have been erected 
by him at Mandhata, MahBsvar, and Kubja-saugam 
(near Dharmapuri) and he is credited with improving 
the fortifications of ITjjayini and beautifying Dhsir with, 
many buildings.” 1

1 jDhar State Gaz., p. 135.

19136
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^-•i-^Theae^were^ not the _ only forma of generosity 
which Vakpati II practised. He built and repaired 
temples and gave grants of lands to them as well as 
to learned Brahmapa teachers. Thus he made in 
980 A. D. to the Bhattariki Bfaatfcesvari, the form 
ol Kali who was worshipped as the presiding deity 
of Ujjaymr, a grant of the village of Sembalapuraka. 
When he made the grant the king was at Bhagava- 
tapura, and the purpose of the gift was to provide- 
for the worship of the goddess in the temple, and 
keeping the building in repair.1 A specimen of the 
second kind of gift was the grant in 974 A,Id. made 
while he was staying at Ujjayiru of the village of 
Plpparlka on the north banks of the Narmada, to the 
very learned Brahmana teacher, Sri Vasantacarya 
who had migrated from Abicchatra south to Malva.®-

Sindhurfvja (Sindhula) was MunjVa younger 
Brother. He took to wife a Naga princes, named’ 
Saaiprabha, the daughter of Vajrahkasa of Batna- 
vati. The relations between Mtifija and Sindhula. 
were not always pleasant.* It is said that on 
account of Sindhula’s unruly behaviour, he was. 
banished once. He then settled in Gujarat near 
the town of KMahrada near the modern Ahmadabld; 
ultimately he made peace with Mnirja, who, when 
he started on his last expedition against Tailapa,
“ placed the earth in Sindhuraja’e arms,” After 
Tvlufija’a death he mounted the throne and made 
Padmagupta his chief court-poet, The poet refers 
to this when he says :—

“ When hla Majesty Vakpati was about to ascend to- 
hoaven, ha placed a seal on niy songs; Sindhurija, the. 
younger brother of that brother of poets, now breaks. 
it .” 1

* Ind- Ant. xiv. p. 159. s U, j , p p. 228-29.
a lb. vi. p. 53. * Nav. Car. i. 7.
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Sindhuraja succeeded his brother in 99V' A.D.
He assumed the birudas of NauasHhasahka and 
Kum&ra Narayana. His chief minister was YaSo- 
bhata Iiamangaria and chief court-poet and bio­
grapher, Padmagupta. It was fashionable in those 
days for each king, as soon as he was crowned, to 
set about fighting with bis royal neighbours. 
Sindhuraja fought with and defeated the chief of the 
Huna Ksattriya bouse as well as the rulers of the 
Kosslas, of the inhabitants of Vagada. of the Lataa 
and the Muralas, The Kosalas were the people of 
Mahakoaala, south of the Vindhyas, in the Central 
Provinces. Vagada was close to the north-western 
frontier of Malva. The Muralas were the feudatories 
of the Caulukyas in the west coast of India.

Prom the Prabandhak&ras (authors of the chro­
nicles dealing with mediaeval Rajas) we also hear of 
Sindh urn. ja’s struggles with the Caulukyas, Camuij- 
daraja and Vallabharaja of Anahilvad. Gamundaraja 
was a man of evil life and finally abdicated in favour ’ 
of his son, Vallabharaja and proceeded on a pilgrim­
age to Benares. On his way through Malva, Ca­
in uncjaraja was deprived of his umbrella of state and 
other marks of royalty. Ha proceeded on his journey, 
but sent his son a message praying him to take 
revenge for this insult oh the Malva King.1- Vallabha­
raja, also called Madana.4ankara invaded Malva 
and invested the fortifications of Dhara, but died of 
small-pox during the siege. Hence Bkoja, son of 
Sindhuraja, inherited another feud, this time with 
the Caulukya Rajas of Anahilvad, capital of Gujarat.
_ Sinduraja unlike his successor preferred to re­

side at Ujjayinf, for Padmagupta says,
“ residing in the town of TJjjayini, he rules all around.” 3
1 Bhar State Qaa. p. 140. Rasrnaia i. 76. LA. x irvi. p. 171.
9 Nav. Jt;i. 96.
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Bhoja was the son of Sindhuraja and nephew of 
Mufija. Like Ksattriya princes throughout the ages, 
he underwent an, extensive course of studies. He 
acquired a ripe Sarhskrta scholarship. He studied 
all the available Saiiiskrta books on king-craft. He 
became skilful in the use of the thirty-six weapons 
used in those days in warfare. He mastered the sixty- 
four arts which had then grown to perfection in 
India. Above all, he became an accomplished poet 
and a scholar who could hold his own in learned de­
bates against the greatest scholars of his time. 
Three hundred years after his death a story of his 
youth found its way into books. It was probably 
not 'based on fact, but it is too interesting to be 
consigned to oblivion. Mufija, it would appear, be­
came jealous of his nephew’s popularity; but matters 
came to a head when a celebrated astrologer exam­
ined the horoscope of young Bhoja and proclaimed 
the following prediction -

“ Forfifty years and fire and six mora moons besides 
three days

Shall Bhoja rule o’er j?  hsinapatha and Gauda too,” i.

i. e„ all over India, both north and south Cl* the 
Vindhyas. ‘R ale’ in tbi3 prophetic utterance 
merely meant the premier place among Kings. 
Mufija thereupon resolved to remove this possible 
rival to his glory and ordered some men of the lowest 
•caste, Goods from the interior of Malva, to take 
Bhoja to the heart of the forest and slay him there.
The ruffians, however, were smitten with pity on 
•beholding the beauty of his person and hearing the 
sweetness of his cultured voice. They agreed to take 
to the king a communication from Bhoja. There­
upon the young prince-poet wrote on the leaf of a 
•tree a stanza to the following e f f e c t »



*' Mii.ndhfitai, lord of earth, the ornament of the foremoat- 
age of all, is gone;

Where’s he who bridged the sea, the foe of Havana, 
possessor of ten heads.

Yuiihbthiru and more, many more, O king, have reigned 
for long before thy time;

Along with none of them did go' the earth, with thee. 
alone ’twill pass away 1 ”

Mufija shed bitter tears, when he read this missive 
and ordered Bhoja to be brought hack to him and 
restored to his rightful place in the royal court. The 
legend goes on to say that Muhja, for the purpose 
of expiating his sinful attempt at murder, performed 
a pilgrimage to the Dharmaranya lying on. the east 
of the lesser Kann of Kacch and founded there a 
town called Munjapuram,

On the death of Sindhuraja in the second decade 
of the X I century, Bhoja succeeded to the throne 
and permanently shifted the capital to Dhara, which 
was situated on an island surrounded by a ring of 
lakes joined together by deep ditches, with ramparts 
40 to 50 feet high rising above them. Hence he 
was frequently referred to as Dharesvara, a title not 
accorded to his,predecessors.

IH B  PAKAMARAS % ir
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CHAPTER, IV

BHOJA’S CONTEMPORARIES
Let us study awhile the political map of India 

in the first half of .the Xlfch century and consider 
■which dynasties ruled over the different provinces 
into which India was divided and which Kings 
were the contemporaries of the great Bhoja Raja, 
the most accomplished of the Kings of the time, 
Gandhara was the border province in the North, 
west of India since Vedic times, if not earlier ; but 
the Brahman a Bahi kings of that district had, 
before the century began, been driven to the banks 
of the Sindhu. From the commencement of the 
century, when Sindhuraja was on the throne of 
Malva and for several years after Bhoja succeeded 
him, Mahmud Yam in al Daula, Amir of Ghazni, 
conducted almost every year his daring raids into 
Indian territory. In the words of the great Muham­
madan savant, Al Be run!, he

“ utterly ruined the prosperity of the country and per­
formed there wonderful exploits, by which the Hindus 
became like atoms of dust (scattered in all directions,

, and like a tale of old in the mouths of the people.” 1
The Brahmarja bahi Kings had to bear the brnnt of 
the onslaught. Jayapala sought to wipe off the dis­
grace of _defeat by entering the burning flames.
His son, Anaudapala, fought valiantly with “ Ham- 
mira (the Amir), leader of the Turuska army, full of 
stratagem” and, though helped by contingents 
sent by several Rajas, could not stem the flood of 
invasion. Anandapata’s son, Trilocanapala was also 
defeated by Mahmud, and “ the royal glory of the 
Bahia vanished (down to their very) name.”® The

1 Ind. tr. Saohau, i. p. 22.
3 Rajatar. vii. 66.
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greater part of the Punjab was added to the domin­
ions of the Ghaznavl dynasty. Sindh was conquered 
by Wazir Abdur-Kazzaq, the general of Mahmud in 
1025 A.D, and passed to the hands of the Amir of 
Ghazni.

KaSmir, protected by her mountain-walls, escaped 
the cruel attentions of the Amir of Ghazni, and was 
enjoying the benefits of peace after the stormy 
reign of the dissolute Queers Didda, under the rule 
of the Lohara Kings. SahgrSmaraja, the first of 
this line, helped Trilocauapala in bis struggle 
with Mahmud. Anantavarraa, patron of scholars, 
succeeded him in 1028 A.D. and, when the Sahis 
were finally expelled from their throne and their 
province was brought under Ghaznavl dominion, 
the relics of the house of Briihmapa sovereigns, 
Budrapala and others, took service in the KaSralr 
■court and were given large salaries to enable them 
to keep up tbeirroyal style of living. Petty Himala­
yan states, like that of Camba were beyond the reach 
of the long arm of Mahmud and were ruled by their 
own chiefs, feudatories of Kasmir, g'Slavibana 
and Somavarma of Camba were Bhoja’s contempo­
raries. They built shrines of timber adorned with 
graceful wood-carving.1 But Mahmud cruelly plun­
dered and destroyed the holy temples of NS,garkot 
and other places in the Kangra Valley, and the 
ancient Trigarta, which Bajaa of Jaiandfcara had to 
rebuild, when the flood of Islam ebbed from their 
boundaries. IndracaDdra of Kangra built, after 
Mahmud’s retreat, a Siva temple with a nandi in 
front, covered by an open pavilion supported by 
ornamental pillars.®

1 A. 3. R. 1902 -03, pp. 269-70.
a lb. 1905-06, p. 15.
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The Kingdom of Paficala, famous as the premier 
one of India in the later years of the Vedic period, 
rose again to that proud position in the days of: 
Harsa (V llth century) and of the PrafcihSra em­
perors Mihira Bhoja and Mahendfapata (IXth cen­
tury). Kanauj, the ancient Kanya Kubja, extending 
for about four miles along the east bank of the 
Gahga, and adorned with lovely gardens and tanks 
of clear and sweet water, was its capital. It was ever

■ the home of Vedic lore and its Brahmanas ware con­
sidered the bluest blooded in India. But its power 
waned in the Xth century ; Rajyapala was its King 
when Mahmud appeared before Kanauj early m 
1019 AID. Rajyapala made a feeble resistance and, 
though his capital had seven forts to protect it, let 
it fall into the Amir’s hands in the course of one- 
day. Rajyapala made an abject peace with* the 
viator and retired, to the opposite bank of the 
Gahga, for which piece of cowardice he was severely 
punished by the other Hindu princes as will be 
presently narrated.

Jejabhukti, now known as Bundelkhand, lying 
between the Narmada and the Yamuna, was ruled 
over by Kings of the Rajput clan of Oandeilas, who 
waxed in strength as the power of Pancala waned in 
the Xth century. The strong fortress of Kalanjara 
was occupied by the Candelia king, YaSovarma in that 
century and this helped the dynasty to attain pre­
eminence in North India and reduce the power of 
Pancala. Early in the XltW century the Candelia 
capital was Khajuraho, “a wonderful town— furnished 
with big arches of great value”, built in 1000 A D. 
by Kokalla, a petty chief and feudatory of the Can. 
deltas, who also built there a temple of Yaidyauafcna 
with “ a lofty golden dome ” and “ a splendid 
canopy ” for the god, and settled *• a very learned
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crowd ” of Brahmapas near.1 Meanwhile the 
fortress of Gopadri ('Gwalior), the ancient possession 
of the Pifat shares of Kanauj, was captured by Vajra- 
dlma, head of Kaccbapagbata (Kacehvaba) dan, 
who became the feudatory of the CancfeiSa monarchs. 
Ganda, " the unrivalled hero ” became its king in 
:.Q0i’A.I), When Anandapaia organized in vain a 
confederacy of Hindu princes in 1009 A.D. to 
oppose Mahmud, it is said that Garicja sent a con­
tingent, The cowardly surrender of Kanauj by 
Kaj’yr.paia in 1019 A.D. encouraged Mahmud to fall 
suddenly on K&lahjara, defeat the CandSUa general, 
(Sandra, and plunder the fortress. Thereupon Gasula 
organized a confederacy of Hindu, princes to punish 
E&jyapfUa. The head of the army sent for this 
purpose was his son Vidyadhara. Of this great 
prince it is said that he

“ gathered the flowers of the fame of bis enemies ” and 
“  BhojadBv* (of Ohara) together with the Kalaourl- 
eandra, ‘ moon of the KalaeurU’ (GafgsyatiBva), wor­
shipped, full of fear, like a pupil, (this) master of war- 
fare, who had caused the destruction of the king or 
K-'Inyakubja, and who was lying on a oouph.” 2

Probably young Bboja and Gaugfiyadova took part 
in awarding punishment to Ilajyapala. But the 
actual person who put an end. to BSjyapala’s lifcf* 
was Arjuna, feudatory of the Candellas. Vidyadhara 
was succeeded by Vijayapaladeva,

“  whose conquest of the world was stopped only by the 
oceanw hen . G-Siigsyadrwa, who had conquered the 
world, perceived before him (this) terrible one . . . the 
lotus of Ms heart closed the knot of pride in battle.”3

1 %p. lud. i. p. 152. 
a Tb. i. p. 219,
s lb . i. p. 219.

, 814-3
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— Bead between the lines this merely means that 
Vijayapaiadeva had no actual accomplishment to 
his credit. He was

“  ambient by widespreading fame (apd) purifying con­
duct.” 1

and quietly submitted to Bboja.
Arjnna, the ruler of Gwalior, from JQQ4 A.D, to 

1034 A.I)., was
“ an ornament o f the Kaoohapaghata family, (who) 

anxious to serve Vidyadharadfiva, slew in battle Sri 
Bajyapala with, many showers of arrows which pieroed 
his neekbones.” ®

He was succeeded by bis son, Abhimanyu. Of 
him it ia said,

•* the celebrated King, Bn Bhoja, has widely celebrated the 
skill which he showed in his marvellous management of 
horses and chariots and in the use of powerful 
■weapons,” 3

In other words, he, too, acknowledged Bhoja as his 
suzerain lord.

At Kanauj, Bajyapala was succeeded by Triloca. 
napaladeva. He kept up the practice of bestowing 
gifts for the sake of spiritual benefit. In 1027 A.D. 
he resided near Prayaga and distributed a village 
among 6,000 Brahmanaa.3 But the greatness of 
the Pratiharas was gone, never to return. The 
Paramaras, the Candellas, the Kalacuris and even 
the Solas of remote Tan jo re interfered with the 
affairs of Kanauj and appointed governors from 
among their relatives to administer the states into 
which Kanauj was broken up. Adventurers set up 
independent government in parts of the province.

* Ep. Ind. i. p. 303.
* lb . ii. p. 232-(3,
s Ind. Ant. xviii. p. 34.
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Thug in the B affin  (Vddamayula) district to ttie 
north of the Candglla dominions was established a 
petty line of Rastrakata kings in the Xlth century by 
one Candra ; this state soon became a bulwark 
capable of resisting the intrusion of the power of the 
Hambiras (Ghaznavis) to the east of the Panjab.1

East of Sindh, south of the Panjab and the 
west of the Aravallis in the desert region of Marvad, 
a branch of the Paramara family ruled at Jalor 
(Jlbalapnra). This family was exterminated when 
the ISIadoj Cahamana Exrttipala made Jalor his 
capital.

On Mount Sbu itself ruled the original branch of 
the Paramara family with Oandravatl as capital. 
Dandhuraja of this line averse from rendering 
homage to the Gaulukya Bhlmadeva I, took refuge 
with BbSjadeva. His son Krenaraja was taken 
prisoner by Bhima and held captive till he was 
compelled to release the Paramara by Balaprasada, 
successor of Apahilla, the Cahamana chief ol 
Marvad.2

On the eastern side of the Aravallis was Mevad 
where lived the Siaodias, the purest-blooded amongst 
tbs Rajputs. There at Citor or more properly 
Citorgadb, on a long isolated hill lying above seventy 
miles to the east of modern Udaipur,' was founded a 
city by Bappa, who was born in the forest to which 
his widowed mother had fled for refuge from a far­
away corner of Ratfaiavad, when her busband’a 
kingdom was sacked and laid low and he died on the 
battle-field. The child grew to manhood among the 
wild Bhils and he became their chieftain and carved

1 E p. In d . i. p. 64.
3 lb . xi. p. 68.

' GcWX ' '



for himself a kingdom around the impregnable 
rock of Citoc in the Ylllfch century, and founded a 
house which has continued the Ksafctriya tradition 
unbroken to our own days. Bhoja’a contemporaries 
among the princes of this house were NaravarmS. 
and Kirttivarma, who were not very great 
monarches.

To the north of the Aravallis, still on high land is 
the lake of Sambhar (SakambharT). In the district 
round this lake ruled the C&hamana (Oauhan) clan, 
destined to earn undying fame in the next century. 
The Cauhiln contemporaries of Bhoja were Vakpati 
and fen Candra. From this Sakambharl family 
there branched off another line of Cahamanas, which 
bad its capital at Naddiik, the modern Nadol, in the 
Jodhpur state of R&japutana. The Nadduja chief­
tain at the beginning of the century was Ah iln who 
fought with Bhimadeva of Gujarat. He was suc­
ceeded by his uncle, Anahilla. He continued the 
feud with Bhimadeva, captured S&kambhari, killed 
fiadba, a general of Bbojadeva, and defeated the 
Turuska King, Mahmud of Ghazni in one of 
his raids.x The Cahamanas of NadSl exterminated 
she line of Paramaraa of Mount Abu at about the 
end of the century. Like the Paramaras of Can- 
dravati, there was another minor branch of the 
family, which ruled over another part of Arbuda, 
Maijdala, the region round Mount A.bii. PfLrsjapala, 
of this branch was the contemporary of Bhoja and 
his widowed sister L ihinl restored an ancient temple 
of the Sun and founded a tank (vapi) in  Vat a 
(Vasantagadh) east of Abu,3

To the westof Bhoja’s dominions was the country 
of the Caulukyas (Solahkis), which was called

i  U p .  I n d .  x i .  p p .  6 8 - 9 .
» J 6 . ix .  p . 11.
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Gujarat. Its capital was Agahilavad. When the- 
century began the Solanki King was CSma^adeva.

Mi . haling even from afar the breeze ,perfutned with the. 
*f“ ° r Ws excellent elephants. Sri SindhurAJa (of 
MSiva) fled together with his own elephants that wer** 
cowed by the smell of (their opponents,) rut and van­
ished in, such wise that even the trace of the fame o f  
that prince was lost." 1

Before IOJO A. D, he was succeeded by his son 
Vallabharaja,

" a  crest-jewel among princes who astonished the circle o f 
taa earth by his bold deeds. Densely dark smoke, 
rising from the empire of the Malva King, who quaked 
on hearing of his marching, indicated tho spread of the- 
fire of his anger.” 1

As already said, Vallabharaja died of small-pox 
•when investing Dhara. After him

1 ruled his brother, called Sri DurlabharKja, who though 
.his heart was bent on love, was not easily accessible 
(durlabha) to the wives of others. When filled with 
anger, he somewhat contracted his arched eyebrows 
that forthwith indicated its result, the destruction o f  
the Lata country.” 1

After him ruled Bhurtadeva I, the great rival of 
Bhoja,

“  who, though terrible [bhima) to his foes, ever granted 
enjoyments to his friends (and) as ruler, carried this 
load of the earth. What wonder was there that his 
horses supremely skilled in accomplishing the five 
paces (oalled dhara) quickly gained Dharfc, the capital of 
the emperor of MSIva.” -V

This event as well as other dealings between 
Bhima and Bhoja will be described in the next two 
chapters; but it may be mentioned here that 
Vi mala 85, general (da#rlan&yakaS of Bhima con-

1 Ep. Ind. i p. 302. Sindhuraja. in this passage has been 
understood as ■ King of Sindh.' We know of no such Kinsr 
in this period.

’ Go% x ' '  ' 1
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s true ted on Mount Abu, one of the most beautiful of 
Indian temples in 1081 A.D. Daring Bbiraa’s reign 
Mahmud of Ghazni ia said to have done his final 
act of greatest 'daring-—the dash on Soraanatha in 
Gujarat and the spoliation of its widely venerated 
temple. This event, A1 ’Utbi, Mahmud’s official 
biographer, though he lived after it is supposed to 
have taken place, does not mention; it ia first 
described by Ibn AsrT, two hundred years after 
Mahmud’s time. The rebuilding of the temple soon 
after Mahmud’s supposed destruction of it is not 
mentioned in inscriptions, and it is impossible to 
believe the story that the hero-king of Gujarat, the 
rival of Bhoja, fled at the approach of Mahmud and 
concealed. himself in a distant fort when the Amir 
leisurely plundered and destroyed the sacred fane.

At Valabhi, in a corner of Gujarat there lived 
from the Vlth century and perhaps much earlier a 
family of Maurya chiefs. They were great patrons 
of Brahmanas, Of this family Bbailefea and Bblma* 
raja were contemporaries of Bhoja-

Conterminous on the east with the dominions of 
Bhoja was the Kingdom of Cedi, famous from the 
Vedic age. The Cedis claimed descent from the 
Haihayas, famous warriors of the Vedic period. After 
that age the Haihaya clan never lost hold of Central 
India and under that name, or that of Cedi or of 
Kalacuri exercised dominion there, which now power- 
ful, npw weak, never became quite extinct. The 
province was called Dahala; Gangeyadava was its 
King in the beginning of the XIbh century. Taking 
advantage of the decay of the power of the Prati- 
haras of Kanauj, he extended his sway to Prayaga 
and KasI in the South-eastern part of the empire 
over which the great Mihira Bhoja once ruled. 
Gangeyadeva was



*'* thunderbolt falling on the beads of anemias, (and) th e  
torcl or too fortune of the heroes with a chest broad ilk# 
an emerald tablet, (and), with smiling eyes, (and) with 
Ins two arms, surpassing the length of a oity-bar, the 
oreat-^awei. or crowned heads, he has become famous 
under the name of Vikramidifcya.”  1 * *

Another inscription records that
“  wishing to run away from him with dishevelled hair 

(the King ot Kun'tala) who was deprived of his oounferv* 
came to possess it again,M 3

ijiiou conquest of provinces a»nd restoration of them 
to defeated kings was a very common incident in 
Indian History, fot kings then fought not to annex 
the countries of. rival kings, bat merely to prove on 
the field of battle their superior prowess. Like 
other kings ot: the age Giiiigeyadeva was a builder 
of temples. He built “ a Meru without equal”,
M-.'f u being a hexagonal temple with twelve stories, 
variegated windows, and four entrances.® Gahgeya- 
dava was a great warrior; an inscription of the rival 
Candglla royal house incidentally says that he “ had 
conquered the world and A1 Benin! mentions him 
in his Indiha,6 which means that GMgeyadeva 
was so great a king that his fame reached° the ears 
of that foreign writer. Gahgeyadeva was also a 
very pious person, for,

“ fond, of residing at the foot o f the holy fig-tree of P.ra- 
yaga, he found salvation there together with his hundred 
wives’ ,0

by drowning in the holy waters of the three united 
streams, the Gariga, the Yamuna and the concealed

1 E P. Ind. i. p. 6. 4 Ep. Ind, i. p, 819,
* lb . xii. p, 215. E ft , i. p. 312,
* rb ‘ P-1S- 8 lb . xii. p. 315.
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barasv&ti. His son was Kacna, the last of Bhoja’s 
rivals, whose dealings with the lord of Maiva will 
be described in a subsequent chapter.

East of Benares, right up to Kamarupa (Assam), 
ruled at Muhghyr Mahhipala I and after him Naya- 
pal a, devout princes who were Bauddhas and built 
temples of Siva, Visivu, .and Sflrya and gave gifts to 
learned Brahmairias, “ for pleasing Gautama, the 
Saugata ” , who had about this time been recognized 
as an incarnation of Yispu undertaken for the 
purpose of inculcation of mercy to animals and 
putting a stop to the wholesale slaughter of them in 
the name of the 'Vedic Yajfia. The Pa,las practised 
the Tantrika rites which had, in later Buddhism, 
usurped the place assigned by the Buddha to ethical 
culture, and sent teachers of these practices to Tibet 
where they have found firm root. At the same time 
as the Palas, other dynasties ruled over the outlying 
parts of Bengal. A family of kings whose names 
ended in Varma held court at Sirhbapura in Eadha 
in the north of Bengal. Jala varma, of this line, 
conquered a part of Kamarupa, He was the son- 
in-law of Karria of Cedi A line of Candras ruled 
at Candradvipa in East Bengal. Govinda Candca 
of this house was the contemporary of Bhoja. Over 
Kamarupa proper ruled a family of kings whose 
names, ended in—pala, but who were different from 
the Great Palas of Muhghyr, Dharmapala of this 
line reigned at the same time as Bhoja.

South of Bengal, in Orissa, the northernmost part 
of Trikalihga, which had absorbed its middle part, 
Kohgodha, and along with it a part of Maha- 
kbsala to the west, was ruled over by the Kesari 
line of Kings with Yayatinagar (now Jajnagar) as 
capital. In the early years of the XBh century, one 
Indraratha ruled at this place. The temple of
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dagannatl (Pari) was under the control of the Kesaris 
and in those days in that temple Purusottama 
(Vision) stood between a Siva lingo, and a figure of 
JJurg a.

South of the dominions of the Kesaris was 
Kalinga proper, under the rule of the Gangass, who 
had emigrated in the IVth century from ltdlahala- 
(K51ar in Maisur Province). These kings built 
numerous temples and Bhoja’s contemporaries 
among them were Kam&rnava and Vajrahasta III.

The Jlarqata Kingdom, as the dominions of the 
great line of the Western Calukyas of Kalyani was 
called, was, when the century began, under the rule 
of “ the auspicious king of kings, supreme lord, 
supreme master, Akalahkacarita (of spotless conduct) 
li.ivabedauga, (a wonder among those who pierced 
their foes), ornament of the Calukya races, slayer of 
Tamils, the auspicious king Satyasraya He,was
frequently fighting with the great Tanjore Solas 
and had generally the worst of it in those battles,.
One of his feudatories was Bhillama of Sennadesa,
*' ornament of the Yadu race, attended by the fortune 
of valour-—. . . . (and) a pain in the head of the- 
Malavas ”2, for in the time of his former suzerain, 
he took Mtitija captive in battle. Satyasraya was 
succeeded by Vikramaditya V in 1009 A.D. and he 
ruled for two years. One of his feudatories was- 
Irtva-Nojambadhiraja, of a branch line which 
sprung from the great Pallavas of Kaiicl. After 
Vikramaditya Y, ruled his brother, Jayasimha II 
Jagadekamalla (the sole wrestler of the world).
Among his feudatories were, besides Bhillama Til, 
the Yadava, Citstaraja who was ruling over the whole 
of the Konkan in 10*26 A. D. and the Kadambas of 1

1 E p, In d . sv i. p. 75. 8 E p . In d . xv. p. 37,
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Goa. Jagdekamalla had to fight with Bajendra 
Sola Parakesari Varrna, who planted a column of 
victory iu Kolhapur in the Oaluiiva territory.1 
Jayasiiuha’s relations with Bhoja will be described 
in the next Chapter. He was succeeded by bis 
son, Somesvara I Trailokyamalla (the wrestler of the 
three worlds) and Ahavamalia. He had numerous 
vassals, viz,, the Kadacohas, the Silaharaa, the 
Sindaa, etc. His relations with Bhoja will, also be 
referred to in the next Chapter,

A branch of the Sinda family, belonging to the 
Nagavamla. ruled over Bastar (in the Central Pro­
vinces). Their capital was Oakrakofca, which was 
captured by Bajertdra ffela, who invested the Naga- 
vatnfla King when the latter became his vassal, as 
was the custom in those days with his title of 
Madhurantakadeva. *

In  South India proper (apart from the Deccan), 
from the banks of the Krspa and the Tvmgabhadra 
to Capa Comorin, the power of the Taojore Solas 
was supreme, Rajaraja Rajakesari, after a series 
of victories on land and sea established on firm 
foundations the Sola power, built at Tanjore 
the temple of Brhadfsvara, the first temple built in 
India on a very large scale. In the second decade 
of the X lth century, ha was succeeded by BajSndra 
Parakesari, who proved to be even a greater king 
than his father, and a greater warrior than the North 
Indian heroes of his time, Vidyadhara the Candella, 
Hangeyadeva the Kalacari, Bhoja the Pacamara and 
Bhima the Sojahki. He conquered Idaiturainadu 
in the Maisur territory, Vanavasi, the Kadamba 
province, Manpaikkadakkam (Manyakheta), the 
capital of the Rastrakutas and the first of the later 1

1 S . 1 . 1 . i .  p. 133.

' G9^X 11 ‘ •.
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Csilubya emperors ; then Ceylon and all the islands 
round the South Coast of India ; then Iraitaippadi, 
another part of the Oalukya dominions. he then 
started on a Napoleonic campaign towards the 
n o rth ; he captured Sabkarakkottam (Oakrakota) 
and traversed Kalmga which submitted to him and 
defeated Indraratha, the Kesari King of idinagaram  
(Yayatinagar); he subjugated Oddavisayam (Orissa), 
Mubakosala,Dag<Jabhukti (Mursidabad Dfc), defeated 
Dharmapala of Assam, Ka^asiira, Govinda Oandra 
and Mahipala and thus Kamarupa.Kadha and Bengal 
lay at the feet of the conqueror. His influence 
reached Kauauj, where he set up one of his own 

, men to • rule ’ the country. He then assumed the 
title of Gangaikonda Sola, the Sola who conquered 
(the region of) the Gaiiga; he then founded a new 
capital, called Gangai-konda Sojapuram. not far 
from the mouth of the Coieroon~ a branch of the 
Kavgri, .larger than the mother-river, and a royal 
palace five miles in circuit. Near his palace he built 
a temple on the same scale as that of his father at 
Tanjore and installed there a lingam, which well 
deserves its name of Brhadisvara, the Great Lord, 
being thirty-six feet tall. He also built a large fresh 
water lake called Ponnsri, the golden lake and sane* 
tided it by having several pots of holy Gahga wafer, 
sent to him daily by his northern feudatories, 
poured into it. He then enlarged his fleet, invaded 
Burma and compelled the kings of Burma, .Siam 
and Java to acknowledge his bway. His inscrip­
tions range from Kalmga to Siam. Verily in the 
first half of the X Ith century India was the land of 
g iants!

|
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CHAPTER V

BHOJA’S W ARS
It wag the fashion in those days for each great 

Raja to keep fighting with other great Rajas, oppo­
nents worthy of carrying on passages of arms with 
them. The motive of these wars was not so much 
to annex any portion of the territories of his neigh* 
hours as to prove the king’s prowess and to assert his 
claim to the more or less empty title of the Gakra- 
vai't'i, Supreme lord of Bharatavars*. These Rajas * 
loved to include, in their official documents, grandi­
loquent phrases indicative of their superiority to'' 
others and describing the successes achieved by them 
in battle and the acts of charity done by them. 
From these phrases the history of India from 
the age of the Maurvas almost up to that of the 
establishment of the British Empire can be recon* 
structed. But often these epigraphs contain vague 
self-laudatory statements, conventional phrases, 
meaning nothing in particular. As a rule, eulogies, 
which are only exercises in general flattery and do 
not mention facts, have to be separated from 
definite statements of historical events and treated 
as useless for purposes of history.

The Prabandhas or chronicles, composed cen­
turies after the death of the kings whose life-stories 
they propose to deal with, contain accounts of histori­
cal events, but also include anachronistic anecdotes 
and also conventional hyperbolic phrases of praise 
which cannot be accepted as sober history. As an 
instance of the anachronistic statements of the 
Prabandhast it may be mentioned that they relate 
how, to avenge the savage treatment of his uncle,
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Tailapa II , BhSja invaded the Deccan, 
Tfaptured Tailapa and subjected him to the same 
indignities as were loaded on Muhja’s head. This 
cannot be true, for Tailapa died several years before 
Bhoja ascended the throne. But other statem ents 
in the Prabandhas are corroborated by the con­
temporary testimony of inscriptions; yet others are 
so probable, so consonant with what we know of 
the character of Bhoja and his times, th a t wa can 
accept them  as true even without other evidence to. 
confirm them. But some scholars have pursued the 
dangerous game of extracting, by a priori, methods, 
the possible kernel of tru th  from manifestly impos­
sible stories and have guessed that Bhoja may have 
defeated Vikramaditya V, the weak successor of 
Tailapa and visited the son with punishment for the 
sins of his parent; 1 this cannot be accepted as true, ■ 
for there is not the least indication anywhere else 
to show th a t there was any war between the Para- 
miiras and the Galukyas between 997 A. D. and 1019 
A. D,

The earliest reference to Bhoja in Deccan epi­
graphs occurs in the Kadamba inscription of 
Irivabedarigadeva, lord of Banavase and feudatory 
of tbe Galukya Emperor, Jayasimba I I  Jagadeka- 
m alla; in this inscription Irivabedarigadeva calls 
his Suzerain, Jayasimha, * bhdjanrpdmbhd-ja rajan  
itm  nibha tejan V  in . a moon {rajan) to the lotus 
(ambhoja) which was King Bhoja, glorious [tejan) 
as the Sun (nibha ina). Such vague praises of 
kings and generals accompanied by dispraises of 
their traditional enemies, without tfca mention of 
particulars of battles, were common in those days

> E. H. D. p. 64 lad. Ant. xlviii, pp, 117-8,
* Ind. Ant. v. p. 15.



and mean nothing. Thus Knodiga (Kundamarasa), 
son of Irivabecjangadeva SatyaSraya, and:cousin of 
Jayasimha and feudatory governor of Banavasa was 
thus praised in one inscription.

“  O Kundiga, when they name thee in respect of courage, 
what further praise can others give? la it not what la 
said by the troops of. elephants of the Cola, the Ctei~ 
gBya (and) king Bhoja with open mouths as they flee 
away in a battle where they are pressed, by (thy) 
elephants furious with storms of rutting ichor, as they 
flee away in terror, through which they gallop off with­
out waiting at all to charge with their tusks ? ” 1

Nothing can be inferred from this.
In a later passage of the former inscription there 

occurs what seems to he a definite statement of fact 
with regard to Jayasirhha’a fight with Bhoja. As. 
translated by the editor of the inscription, it says 
that Jayasirhha

“ searched out and beset and pursued and ground down 
and put to flight the confederacy of Mftlva *,; »

from this it has been inferred that Bhoja organized 
a league against Jayasimha, but was completely 
defeated by the Calnfeya emperor. The passage, 
properly translated, means,—

“  The rising of the glory of JayasihgadSva has curbed 
(or destroyed) the seven Malavas (Malavam efnmam) in 
such a way that they have to bo searched for ” 3

1 Ep. Ind. xv. p. 333.
3 Ind. Ant. v. p. 17,
8 The original has M alavatniium am  pttifuke gattisidattu  

etc, Mr. H. SSesha Iyengar, Fellow in Oanareso, Madras 
University, informs me that M alavamelwnam  is Mqiavam, 
etupiam, ‘ M,aiavas oven seven ’ and not M alava mela, i.e., 
Maiava confederacy.’ • The rising of the glory the subject of 
the sentence occurs lower down; it is te jadurbu. I.A. 
v, p, 16, 1. 2.

' ' / ^ l
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^  Since the middle ci the V llth  century, Malva was 
divided into seven little states, frequently rnen- 
tioned in inscriptions as the Sapta Mnlavas. The 
Pratiharas on the one hand and more often the 
B&StiakQtas on the other raided the seven Majavas 
and annexed some of the states* Thus Dantidurga 
subjugated the Malavas; 1 hence the destruction of 
the seven Mljavas was one of the great deeds attri- 
bnted to the. Ii&sfcr&kiifc£i3 sand the Caiukyas who 
succeeded to the titles as well as the dominions of 
the former. Nothing more is meant by the phrase. 
Long before Jayasiifaha’s time, i.e,, ever since Up- 
endra conquered Malva, it was a well-knit kingdom 
and the phrase * Malva confederacy ’ became mean­
ingless, nor were there at that time seven great 
powers near Malva, who could form a confederacy.

The Prabandhas themselves indicate that Bfaoja 
did not invade the Deccan in hot haste, soon after 
his coronation. He seems to have forgotten the 
duty of punishing the Calukyas, and, on the other 
hcind} b06n more anxious to Gstsblish. by force of 
arms his superiority to his great rival of Gujarat, 
Bhinaadova. The story goes that in a certain year, 
owing to the failure of rain, it was impossible in 
Gujarat to obtain grain for men to eat, nor grass for 
horses or cattle, and at the same time King Khoja 
was preparing for an invasion of the country.
Id dm a heard of this and being uuprepared for 
fighting with the mighty lord of Malva, sent word 
to Damara (Datnodara), his diplomatic agent at 
Dbari,, to prevent the invasion 'a t that juncture, 
it necessary, by paying a fine to Bhoja. Damara, 
ugly-looking’ but extremely clever, presented himself 
before the King, who accosted him with,—

Tvll m e ho w  m a n y  m essengers are there, belonging to 
^ holding fcha office of diploma fcic agoiit ? "

1 1 .A . s i . p. 108, Ell or a  lo g o .  A .3 .W .I . ,  v . 87.
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NX iX X Pam ara replied,—*
*• Many like me, O Malva king, tliey are of three degrees 

As foreign courts are low or medium or high in rank,”

The king of Dhara then ordered the drums to be 
beaten as a signal for the army to march on Gujarat. 
A poet stood in front of the king and proclaimed,

“  The S0.1 a ia entering the bosom of the great sea 
The Andhra is hiding in caves of the mountains,
The king of KarnSta is standing bareheaded,
The (iurjara fta'ji has fied to the torrents,
The Warrior monarch of C'Sdt ia trembling,
The Lord of Kanauj is bant double with terror,
O BhOja, the fear of thy army alarms all.
The floor of thy prison is crowded With princes;
They are fighting for piaoes for spreading their beds on, 

t when a new one arrives there, an inmate exclaims loud, 
Tiie Kortltar-a sleeps in a corner, the L ika,
At the doorj the Kalinga does lie in the courtyard!
You, Kosttlo lord, just arrived here, my father,
Did use to abide on this level spot hare, Sir ' ” ,

This kind of laudation was in those days thought 
to be proper when offered by poets to kings, and as 
in-every royal court it was indulged in, and it was 
the acknowledged convention of darbars, it was not 
considered to be bad manners or the expression of 
haughtiness.

Before the army actualiy started, a drama was 
enacted in the royal presence, taking off ail the 
kings of the time. One of the scenes was laid in 
a prison, where Tailapa had established himself in a 
comfortable comer. A new arrival tried to make 
Tailapa give up the cosy spot, but Tailapa replied 
to him,—

“ This corner is my heritage from great 
Bobcats, shall 1 resign my ancient homo 
To you who have arrived but yesterday ? ”

XCtfifc ■ G0(X . If:
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Bhoja was pleased with the flattery implied and, 
turning to Pamara with a smile, asked him it it was 
not a very witty play, Darnara said in reply,

“  Tha wit is there al! right, but this fool o f Tailapa holds 
the head of thy undo fixed on a stake.”

Stung to the quick, because he was thus cleverly 
reminded of the disgraceful treatment undergone 
by Mufija which he had apparently forgotten, 
Bhoja gave up the design of subjugating Gujarat 
and went straight against the Calukya territory.
He marched south along the coast to Konkana, 
which was a part of the dominions of Jayasirhha, 
grandson of Tailapa.

Arikesari, alias Kesfdeva, feudatory of Jayasirhba 
II, was then tha ruler of Northern Konkana. He 
belonged to the elan of the tlilaharas. The dan 
was so called because its members claimed to be 
descended from Jimutav&bana, the hero of the 
Sathsfcrta drama, the Naganandam. Jimutavahana 
lay on a rock as food (ahara) for Garnda in 
order to save a victim destined for the divine bird 
and bonce Jlmufcavahana’s descendants called them­
selves &ilahd,ras, (food on the rock) and carried as 
an emblem of this a Golden Garuda-barmcr, 
(suvarna garuda dhvaja), -Their capital was a 
town named Purl, very near modern Bombay. 
Bhoja gained a victory in the Northern Konkana 
and captured the province.

Two of the three inscriptions of Bhoja dis­
covered so far, refer to the war with. the. Calukyas,
One was issued on the fifth day (tithi) of the bright 
fortnight of the month of Magha,,in 1019 A. D.
If. is signed “ in the own hand of Sri BhQjadeva” 
(Svahastdyam srlbkojadevasya). In  it he informs 
all royal officers (rzjapurusan) coming to Vatapad-

8 4 4 - 4  ’
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raka included in the Ghagradora District (hhoga) 
oi the Sthall province (ntandala), and the Brah- 
inanas and other inhabitants,

ts on  (the occasion) of the festival (parvafti) celebrating 
th e  conquest of Konkafa, X have bathed and worshipped 
the lord of the moving and the motionless, Bhagavan 
Bhavftaipfttl, and considered the worthlessnessof 
worldly life : it has been said, the rale of the earth is 
as shifting as the clouds beaten about by the winds; 
ihn  onioymentH of objects is pleasant only at the 
nom eat whan they are obtained; life is like the drop 
M  water at the tip of gratis > dharma is the best ootn- 
ti'inkin on the way to the other world. Wealth streams 
away like the water flowing from the rim of the wheel 

e svirrcs’ixf’tt (when, it ewds on a flooded road); repent* 
a lo t  therefore, is the fruit obtained by one who does not 

away (in charity). I have considered the Cxiangmg 
nature of thYworld and granted 100 n iv a r tta m s ' of land 
iu the above mentioned village to  the Br&hmnna Bhaila, 
eon of Vlimana, of the Vasi^ha go'ra, and of the V«bj 
■ S hvandina Sakha, whose ancestors had emigrated 
from Chinoha city (atliana)," a

In  the same year,3 a few months later, t.cv, in the 
month of Bhadrapada, on the fifteenth day of the 
bright fortnight, Bhojadeva gave the village of 
Wilatadaga, one of the seventeen villages of the 
Svavanadra sub-division to a Brabmapa named 
Pandita Delha, son of Bhatta Tat^bMikh, of the 
S i k a  gotra and of the MSdhyandmo Ukha, who 
came from Stbapvffivara and whose a n c h o rs  had 
come from the village of Visalagrama. I  he occa­
sion of the gift was the celebration of the victorious 
occupation of Kopkapa, (K onka^f*ahana vyaya 
par mini)* Kopkapa then was included in Bhoja s i

i A nivarttana  is a square piece of land, each arm 
measuring 300 cubits.

« Xnd, Ant. vi. 53.
* The year began not with Caitra but with Kartlka.
* Bp. Xnd. xviii. p. 321.
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dominions for some time, Kohkaitja recovered its 
independence a little while after, for in the year 1026 
A . £>., Cbittaraja, a Siiabara chief, was described as 
ruling the whole of KohKaria,1 though this is not 
decisive evidence that Bboja lost all control over 
the province he conquered.

The feud with the Calukyas did not end with the 
punishment inflicted on Konkapa. Somesvara I 
ascended the Oalukya throne in 1042 A,D. Bilhaija, 
Court poet of his son, Yikramaditya VI, and author 
of the poem Vikramfthkad&Dacaritam refers in a few 
itdhas to Somesvara’s campaign against Dhara, 
Speaking of Somesvara I, BilbaJja in a passage, 
filled with the quaint conceits) fashionable in that 
period, describes him as a king,

*’ whose sword, appearing thirsty owing to the nearness 
of the blazing fir® of his valour, swallowed the noble 
■(city of) Dhara, which was the dhara (stream) of the 
renown of the Pramara (Paratnara) lord of the earth,

whose sword, even after drowning many royal families in 
abysmal waters, could not, owing to the decline of the 
fortunes of the King of MSlva, stop short o f capturing 
the sole (unparalleled city of) Dhar&,

who, having completely defeated the royal swans (the 
best kings) by his sword, dark (powerful) as the young 
(newly risen) cloud, killed the swan of the fame, which 
was encaged (as it were) in the arras o f King Bboja,

whose fierce fire o f heroism, glowing in battles, which 
was like the fire that consumes the universe at the time 
of its destruction ( R d la n ta K a la g n i), was quenched 
wonderfully (quickly) when he plunged Into the (dhara) 
stream (i.e., entered into the city of Dh5ra) deserted by 
King Bhoja.” *

Bilhana in this passage does not wholly indulge 
in a conventional praise of the father of his hero. 
For in an inscription of a general of this Somesvara I, 1 2

1 Ind. Ant. v, p, 278.
2 Bit. Vik. Oar. i, 81.-4.
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Trailokyatnalla Vftliabha, he is described as “ a 
Bhatteiec of the pride of the potent ^°i;* ™onarc'^  
a submarine fire to the whole of the ocean that is 
the race of the Majavyas.” 1 In the same inscrip­
tion Nagadgva, the general, who was the steward of 
the household (mman mane verggadedai^anayaka) 
is called ‘ a Gam da to the serpent Bhoja (bhoja- 
bhuianqah'idvisa).2 In another inscription, another 
general of Somesvara, the MaUmandaUsmra 
Jgmarasa, is described as ‘ a flame of doom to Bhc^a, 
ibhojakdlcinala). Hence ifc may be concluded that 
Somesvara did raid BhSja’a capital, probably at a 
time when Bhoja was engaged outside his province 
in one of his smaller wars.

The greatest rival of Bbojadeva was  ̂Bbimadevft 
of Anahilavad. In the matter of skill «
■patronage of scholars, earnest discharge of the dufeeu 
of religion, and of the building oi temples and other 
charitable institutions, Bhima aimed at gaimng_a.s 
much reputation as Bhoja- B hoja’s desire to humble 
Bhima has already been referred to. After his 
conquest of Kofikapa, bis mind reverted to his 
desire of punishing Bhima for the sin of the) Jattei: a
father, in invading M&lva and 
T)hita to the great distress of Bhoja s rather, 
Sindhuraja. Bhima, on the other hand, was dching 
for an opportunity for taking arms against Bhoja. 
But thereexiated a league of peace be||veen the two 
great kings; Being desirous of breaking the peace 
and wishing at the same time to test the cleverness 
of the poets of Gujarat, Bhoja composed a gat ha to

thS TheTion^who cleaves -with ease the heads of elephants, 
whose might is noised abroad,

i  Ep. Ind. iv , p. 87-8.
* lb. xvi. p. 83.
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Deigns not to fight with the dear, yet none can truly say, 
he keeps with him in peace '* :

and sent it to Bhima by means of a diplomatic agent. 
Bhlma got one of his poets to compose this retort,—

“  Bhlma by fate OTeatad to destroy the sons o f Andhakft 
Can he who fought with hundred foes now shrink from 

thee who are but one 1 ”

This exchange of gathas did not serve to cool the 
military ardour of Bhoja.

Another incident whetted his appetite for war. 
P&mara, the diplomatic agent of' Bhima at the 
court of Dhara, would often paint in pleasing 
phrases the beauty of Bhima’s person and rouse in 
Bhoja’a mind a longing to see the King of Gujarat. 
When Pacnara returned to Apahilavad, he described 
in such glowing terms the splendour of the court of 
Dbata, that Bhima wished to observe it with his 
own, eyes. Bat the rigid etiquette of courts and the 
fear of treachery stood in the way of the accomplish­
ment of the desire of the princes to meet each 
other. Pamarft, wily as all successful diplomats 
have to be, found occasion to convey from the 
Solanbi, court costly presents to Bhoja and took 
with him Bhima disguised as a betel-bearer, the 
inevitable attendant of princes and nobles. Tben 
King Bhoja hinted that pamara, might bring to his 
court the king of Gujarat, and Pamara replied,—

“ Kings are independent persons. Who can force them to 
do what they do  not wish to do ? But, still, some 
servants may not be despised by Your Majesty."

Then Bhoja asked him how old Bhima was and 
what his colour and form were like, and looked 
round at the people who were present in the court. 
Parnara pointed to the betel-bearer and said,—

. if® has the same shape, the same colour, the same beauty,
• and the same age; the difference between him and the 

.;ing is that betwaen glass and a wishing jewel.”
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Then Bhoja, master of the science, among others, 
ot physiognomy, saw through the disguise ana 
concluded that the betel-bearer was king Bnima. 
Damara, scenting danger to his royal master, at 
once ordered the betel-bearer to go to bis quarters 
and bring the rest of the presents intended for the 
king of Dhara. Then Damara, to gam time, began 
to describe, in a dilatory fashion. the excellencesi of 
the gift3 already presented and to discuss other 
subjects. Bhoja then impatiently demanded,—

“ How much longer is your betel-bearer going to  linger ? ”

Pamara, suppressing a smile, replied,—
- A t  the end of every twelve vtjana.i from DhtoStoAoa- 

hilavada stand horses ready littered ; camels . an go a 
ydjanti in one Indian hour (of twenty-four minutes).

Then Bhoja realized that he had been cleverly out- 
•witted and that Bhima had fled to the capital of 
Gujarat, fearing possible treachery at the hands of 
his rival. Some time after this, Bhima started out 
an expedition to Sindh and Bhoja ordered his 
Commander-in-chief, Kalacandra, to invade the 
dominions of the Solahkis.

An interesting story is related about the circum- 
stances which led to the appointment of Kuiacandra 
as the general, of Bboja’s army. The king as was 
his wont, was wandering about the town, after the 
general assembly in the evening had been dissolved.
He then heard a Digambara Jama reciting the 
following gUtha,—

“ A failure is this birth of mine,
No sword of foe have I yet. smashed.
Shrill sounding drums have I not heard,
Nor clung to nock of lady fair, *

The man thus regretted  chat he had had no 
opportunities of realizing either object of me, love 
or war, Again or Puram, as they are called in ancient
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Tamil poems. The king sent for the man the next 
morning, reminded him of the gatha he had uttered 
the previous night and asked him what he could 
achieve. He replied by means of a couplet,—

** After the, feast of the Bow of Lamps is o'er, when ele­
phant’ s iohor flows,

Vfithin thy one umbrella will I bring Dakjjinapatha and 
G-auda,''

Dakeigapatha meaning the country to the. south of 
the Vindbyaa and Gauda, that to the north. He 
was thereupon appointed com in ander-i n-chief,

In the cold weather, when Bhlma was away in 
the region of the Sindha, Kulacandra proceeded 
to Gujarat, captured the august city of Anahi- 
lavacl, caused cowries to be sown at its gates and 
extorted a Jayapatra, a letter acknowledging his 
victory written by the general in charge of the town.
When he returned to Dbara and reported what ha 
had done, Bhoja jokingly remarked,—

“ The taxes of this country (paid in cowries by the poor) 
shall go to Gujarat. Why did you not have charcoal 
sown ? ''

Most probably an iron Jayadhambha-pill ar was 
sat up in Dhara in honour of the victory obtained 
by Kulacandra, which will be described in a later 
chapter.

Kulacandra had acquired one object of life, success 
in w ar; the other desire of his remained to be 
accomplished. One night when he was sitting in 
the company of Bhoja, bathed in the cool rays of 
the full moon, the king recited the first half of a 
stanza,—

"  Speedily flits the night like a short minute 
When the beloved one is sitting beside thee}
Seated apart from her, lonely, you feel that 
cold-rayed the moon may be, but yet she scorches."
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Kulacandra completed this with an appropriate 
half-stanza,—

11 Know I not either the love of a lady 
Nor have I suffered the sorrow of parting;
Having no knowledge of loving or losing;
Mirror-like, neither hot»nor yet col it shines she."

When he heard this, the king bestowed a beauti­
ful damsel on Kuiacandra.

Besides these great wars, Bhoja must have been 
engaged in a number of petty wars, but there is no 
record of these available. Some of the wars were 
conducted not by him in person, but by his generals.
Thus from an inscription of the Naddflja Cahamanas 
we learn that a general (dandadhiba) of Bhojadeva's, 
called Sadha, was defeated or slain by Aijahilla, son 
of Mahendra of Naddula.1 Bhoja must have over­
thrown these and several other petty chiefs before 
they acknowledged him as their liege lord and he 
was hailed as supreme among the kings of India, 
Another inscription says that Bblmadfjva I tried 
to compel Dhanduraja of the branch of the Para- 
mara clan that ruled with Gandravatl as capital, to 
become his vassal, but the Paramara chief, averse 
from paying homage to the Oaulukya, took refuge 
at Dhara.3 The military activities of Bhoja must 
then have been frequent, for in the first half of 
the Xlth century, jealousies among the Bajapui 
chiefs were rife and without ceaseless resort to 
arms, the lord of Dhara could not have maintained 
his status as the premier one among the Bajas of 
the time.

The Udepur prasasti sums up the military 
acti vities of Bhoja in one sldka;—

■ Ep.Ind. is, p. 73. xi. p. 63.
3 lb . i. p. 338.
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. ----- - Seeing the Karn'atas, the lord of Lata, the king of
Gurjara, tho Turu?kas, chief among whom were the 
lord of CSdi, Indraratha, Toggala, end Bhima, conquered 
by hi a mercenaries alone, his hereditary warriors 
thought only of the strength of their arms, not of the 
numbers of the fighters.” 5-

In the PUrijcbtamanjarl of VijayaSri, a nUtiha 
(a drama of four acts) by Madana, a Gau$& (Bengal) 
Brahruana,nnd preceptor (Bajaguru) of Arjuna varma.
(a descendant of Bhoja, and king of Malva in the 
first two decades of the XXIIth century), recently 
discovered? engraved on a slab of black stone at 
Phara in the Bhoja $ala (now Xamal Mania 
Mosque), there occurs a praSasti. I t  says,

*' Victorious is Krsna: like Kfsna, Arjuna.; and like 
Arjuna, the glorious king Bhojadisva, who was able to 
defeat (his enemies) by leaping arrows; who afforded 
protection to the whole earth; who assumed the radha 
(a particular attitude in shooting, being that of standing 
with the_faet a span apart, the shooting from which is 
called radhavMhtt, in whioh Arjuna was proficient), 
which distressed (his enemies) by wounds from roaring, 
terrible arrows; and. who had his desires speedily 
fulfilled for a long time at the festive defeat of 
GSngSya.” a

The latter part of the stanza, which baa a double 
meaning, has to be translated in the case of Epspa,

,! who w as able to defeat the leaping (demon) Bana; who 
afforded help to all the cows (by lifting up the mountain 
GOvarddhana); who made RSdhS distressed by being 
smitten by manifest love.” 2 3

The last phrase implies that Bhoja defeated the 
Kalacuri King Glngeya, as Arjuna defeated Bhlsma, 
the son of Ganga ; bat this is merely a piece of 
flattery, there being no other evidence to show that* 
Gahgeya Devs and Bhoja fought with each other.

2 A. B. R. 1903-04, p, 241.
3 ISp. Ind, vjii. p. 93.
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CHAPTER VI 
RHOJA, TH E MAN

Pessimism in India* especially in the part of the 
country north of the Vindhyaa, seems to bê  the 
result of the action, on the minds of men, of the 
environment!; in which they hacl to live. The vast- 
scale in which objects have been made by Nature-— 
the towering Himalayas, with their grand glaciers 
and other destructive agencies, the broad-bosomed 
rivers, the Sindhu, the Gangs, and the Brahmaputra, 
whose floods destroy, not isolated villages and towns, 
but envelop at one stroke large and populous dis­
tricts, the earthquakes which lay low immense 
structures and crack the surface of the earth for 
many miles, the monsoon storms which lift tall 
find heavy buildings and toss them afar, as easily as 
birds of prey lift and toss rata and vermin, the 
rains which ruin the crops of wide acres of cultivat­
ed lands, the forest fires which easily consume 
many miles of thickly wooded tracts—-these fill the 
mind of man with the deep sense of human help­
lessness in the fight with nature's forces of destruc* 
tion, and of the transitoriness of all earthly life and 
the enjoyments the world has to offer. Thus, in 
the lives of even the least advanced races such as 
the Nagas of Assam, which one would expect to 
be marked by the spontaneous geniality bred from 
continuous sensuous enjoyment uninhibited by the 
melancholy of the cultured philosopher, there runs a 
deep vein of sadness,

“ The thought of death is never far from them and the 
fear of it is a potent factor in their lives. . . There is a 
tendenoy in the vast majority of their songs to animad­
vert on the brevity of life and finality of death.” 1

*Hood. Print. Cult. lad. p. 45 (quoting from Hutton).
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The endless holocausts at the gorgeous sacrifices 
offered by kings at the latter hall of the Vedic period 
and the frightful slaughter of men oa the field of 
Kuruksetra during the Armageddon of the Maha- 
bharata, intensified this age*long Indian outlook on 
life. Brihmana sanyasia renounced the world and 
its ways, eagerly seeking for the permanent release 
from the necessity of leading incarnate lives, of 
raised joy and sorrow. The Sgama, the Jaina, and 
especially the Bauddba cults opened the door of 
renunciation to men and women of all castes and of 
all grades of society alike. Ultimately, the eloquent, 
exposition of the Advaita Vedanta, though intend­
ed primarily for Brahinaija Sanyasls, carried this 
sense of the vanity of earthly life, this feeling that 
all joys turn into pain at the moment of enjoyment,, 
all fruits turn into dust in the mouth, into the minds 
of householders (Grhastas) and pessimism began to 
reign in the hearts of prince and peasant alike.
This was accentuated by the frequent wars which 
the morbid sense of honour felt by Kajaput princes 
led them to and the consequent changes in their 
fortunes. Bhoja, the greatest scholar of his age, 
steeped in the immense philosophical literature 
produced during almost two millenniums before his 
time, and the greatest warrior of the century who 
had tasted catastrophic reverses of fortune since 
hi3 boyhood, always carried with him the thought 
that life and its enjoyments were uncertain as the 
waves of the sea. He would frequently repeat to 
himself the following stanza:—

“ If men but saw the hand of death impending o’er their 
heads,

E'en food would givo no joy, tnuuhless the deeds that  
are not right,”

The remarks and quotations embodied in the 
copperplate grant quoted in p. 50 show how the

QtBHOJA, THE MAN 5 9
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sense of the trans.itoriness of all things had burnt 
itself deep into the soul of Bhoja.

One day 1 * * * when he was sitting on his th rone in the 
Hall of Audience, he put into his mouth and de­
voured a betel-leaf which his betel-bearer bad given 
to him, without waiting for the spiced areca-nut 
to be handed over. His courtiers were surprised at 
this unusual proceeding and he explained it as fol­
lows

" As men are always between the teeth of death, what 
they give and what they enjoy may alone be said to be 
their own; about the rest there is a doubt.”

Therefore, on getting up from bed each day a man 
must ask himself, ‘ what good can I do today ? ’

“ The sun will set in the western sky and take away with 
him a part of life.

Men ask me daily ‘ what's the news today, are you quite 
hale and glad and tit ? ’

How oau we keep the body's health!5 Is not our life 
departing day by day ? "

“ Perform today the duty of tomorrow, the afternoon's, 
before the noon;

For death won’t wait to see if you have done the duty 
of the day or no.

Is death now dead, is eld now decrepit, are life's disasters 
now destroyed?

The rush of illness quite arrested, that all these men are 
lost in mirth?”

One poet well understood the king’s bent of mind 
and said,—

" Well mounted on a steed that’s moving fast, the Lord of 
Death is nearing you,

Hence always you must be engaged, my lord, in follow­
ing the path of Dharma.”

1 These anecdotes, as well as many in the preceding and
.succeeding chapters, are taken with slight alterations from
Merutuhga’s Prabandhaaintamapi, as translated by .0, H.
Tawuey
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The king gave daily an appropriate gift to the- 
author of this stanza.

Filled with these thoughts Bhoja would go daily 
/  to the ‘ pavilion of distribution ’ and bestow gold 

on petitioners waiting at his gate and summoned one 
after another by his attendants. It is said that he 
had, engraved on the bracelets that he wore, ffika* 
to the following effect

" Uncertain by nature ia human prosperity,
The time of possession ia the time tor bestowal;
Misfortune is certain to reach you qjuitd soon.
Too late to discover a chance for well-doing ?
O, full moon 1 now paint white the wide world all over 5, 

with bright beams abounding, the full wealth thou 
possesses!;

Accursed is fate who will suffer no part of thy riches 
to stay here established for long.

O lake now is the time for thy aiding suppliants with 
ceaselessly flowing rich streams of thy waters;

Moreover now water is easy to get, for not long sine© 
the clouds sailed aloft in the heavens,

For but a brief time does the flood stay, though mount* 
fag to great heights when currents were flowing quite
fiercely;

The mischief the flood does remain long, it lays low  
’ the tall trees that grace both the banks of the river.

Bhoja had, also, incised like a charm on his neck- 
let, a stanza composed by himself and containing 
the following sentiment :—

“ If T have not given my wealth to suppliants before th* 
bright sun does set in the west,

Can any one man that is living assure me to whom this 
my wealth will belong on the morrow.

This habit of giving away his wealth to those 
that sought it became really a vice and made wida 
holes in the royal treasury. His minister Bohaka 
was alarmed but could not summon enough courage
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protest to the king in person, against the extrava- 
ganae °f the royal gifts; so be wrote at night with 
ebaL< on the notice-board of the pavilion, a part of a 
■iloka which ran thus:—

One ought to keep his wealth against the day of want.”

The king, next morning, happened to notice this 
hemistich and wrote underneath,-—

“ How can calamity befall a lucky man?”

The minister wrote thereunder,—
At times, in sooth, does Destiny with anger rage,”

The king then wrote in reply, in the presence of 
the minister,-™

“ Then truly vanish piled-up heaps of gold,”

Than completing the couplet, and said to Rshafea,—
“ .Even men like the prime minister cannot restrain the 

■elephant of my resolution with the elephant-hook 
(a w w a ) of wpaom .”

The artistic sense of Indian princes made them 
adorn their persons and their clothes profusely with 
gold and the ‘ nine gems’, but this pomp and circum­
stance did not isolate them from the common 
people; for the Raja was accessible to the poorest 
of his subjects as some of the above anecdotes 
■show. Besides, they were always in the habit of 
wandering far and near both by day and by night, 
for the purpose of acquainting themselves with the 
condition of their Subjects, their wants and disabili­
ties. On one such occasion in the winter season 
when he was walking in front of a temple he heard 
a certain man reciting stanzas to the following 
e f f e c t °

“ The fire in my belly pinched with hunger, it blows and 
parts my lips, but is quenched,

When I ’m Shrivelled up like the fruit of the bean and 
plunged deep m a sea of care;



But sleep has abandonsd me and gone far away, like an 
insulted wife.

The night doesn't quickly waste away like wealth 
betowod on a, Worthy man."

The king summoned the distressed wit the next 
morning and asked him,

“ How did you endure the severe ootd the rest of the 
night ? ”

and quoted the last line of the stanza which the 
man bad recited. He replied,

“ By virtue of the three thick garments I managed to  
hold out against the cold."

The king then asked him,
“ What is this triad of garments that you speak of 1 ”

The reply came in the form of a couplet,
“ At night the knee, by day the sun, the Are at both 

twilights,
O king, did I endure the cold by knee and sun and fire.’’

The king gave him a large present for this sally of 
wit,.

The most ordinary citizens, even those who 
followed professions considered to be very low, could 
rebuke the king if they thought themselves called 
upon to do so. Rhoja desired to master the radha 
vedha and secured proficiency in that feat of archery 
by dint of constant practice. So great did the king 
regard the accomplishment that he ordered the city 
to be illuminated in honour of the event; but an 
oilman and a tailor refused to take part in the rejoi­
cings, On the contrary the oilman stood in the upper 
room of his house and, to caricature the radha vedha, 
he poured from the upper storey a stream of oil 
without spilling a drop, into the narrow mouth of 
an earthen pot placed in the street. The tailor 
stood on the ground and, on the point of an uplifted

BHOJA, TUB MAN 6 3 ^ ) 1  J

. .X '.



H I  *:SL
bhoja

thread, caught the eye of a needle thrown down 
from above and so threaded the needle. In this 
manner they cut short the king’s pride.

Another story shows how freely the king moved 
with his subjects. One of the reasons why old 
Indian kings wandered through the streets at nights 
disguised, was that they thereby got into touch 
with popular opinion on the king’s administration. 
One night, roaming about with a friend he was 
afflicted with thirst. The house of a hetaera happened 
to be near; they entered it and the friend asked for 
water on behalf of the king. The woman readily 
brought a cocoanut-sbell filled with sugarcane juice 
and apologetically remarked :

‘‘In old times a single cane contained enough juice to fill 
a p ot; but now that the king has taken to unjust ways, 
one stalk of sugarcane yields juice only just enough to 
fill a oup.”

Then the king gave up the project he had formed 
to plunder a rich merchant. Numerous passages in 
the inscriptions as well as the Prabandhas, already 
quoted and to be quoted may lead the modern man 
to conclude that Bhoja was extraordinarily vain and 
was pleased with silly flattery. It has already been 
pointed out that the praises of the king by his 
courtiers and others were not intended to be under­
stood literally nor were they so, but were couched 
in conventional language. Indeed even today the 
conventions of certain religious sects require that 
when two men talked to each other, each should 
cal! the other a * god ’ (deva) and himself a slave 
(dasa). Like the English words ‘ thanks’ these 
are but dead locutions, mechanically repeated and 
meaning nothing. Such specimens of conventional 
politeness ought to be considered along with the 
words used when, as already quoted, the poorest of 
the poor unhesitatingly scolded, kings for their evil
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deeds. The latter alone show the actual relations 
between the kings and their subjects. How freely 
courtiers spoke out their minds to kings without fear 
of royal displeasure is illustrated by the following 
incidents.

Dhanapala was a Jaina and therefore had a great 
regard for the sanctity of life, not only human but 
also animal. Once when the king went out hunt” 
ing, he pierced a deer with an arrow and looked at 
the face of Dhanapala, expecting an appropriate 
m ka  of praise for his skill as a hunter. But the 
Stoka that issued from the poet’s lips was to the 
following effect •

"Your valour in hunting deserves but a place in the 
region of hell S „ . , , . ..

I t ’s evil as policy: he who takes refuge is always held 
guiltless;

That the weak One is slain by the mighty is always a 
matter for sorrow,

Oh! Woe worth the day when this happens, it shows 
that the world is then kingless.’’

The king became indignant that he got a reproach 
when he expected a compliment and cried,

“ What is the meaning of this ?”

But the answer'came,
“ Even foes who take grass in their mouths are reprieved 

from sentence of death ;
Can you slay these most innocent beasts who have 

always green grass in their mouths ? ”

Then a great pity rose in the heart of the king and 
he resolved to break his bow and throw away his 
arrows and to renounce the sinful habit of hunting 
lor the term of his natural life.

Dhanapala being a Jaina condemned Vedic sacri­
fices as being against the iaw of ahimsa, but 
Bhoja being a Yaidika Ksattriya patronized them.

844—-5
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Once the king while in the company of Dhanapala, 
heard the plaintive cry of a goat which was fastened 
to a yupa, (sacrificial post), in the yajnaa&lQ, (house 
■of sacrifice) and he asked the poet,

“ What doss the animal say ? "

.Dhanapala replied,
“ It is entreating not to be slain. It says I am not desirous 

of enjoying the fruits of heaven, I never asked you for 
them ; I am always satisfied with eating grass *. this 
conduct does not become you, holy man."

Ho then added,—
“ Having made a sacrificial post, having slain beasts, 

having made gory mire, if by this one goes to heaven, by 
what does one go to hell ? Truth is my sacrificial post, 
penance indeed is my fire, deeds are my fuel, one should 
offer barmlessnes3 as a burnt-offering, thus one’s sacri­
fice is approved by the good."

Such was the utter want of fanaticism in ancient 
times, that the king heard this vigorous condemna­
tion of his religious beliefs without anger,

Dhanapala even went so far as to ridicule the 
gods whom Bhoja worshipped, without ruffling bis 
temper. Dhanapala once visited a temple in the 
company of his master, and there noticed statues of 
the God of Dove and of his wife, Rati. The poet 
then laughed, and sang,—

“ Throughout the world is Siva famed for self-restraint 
hut yet

For fear of parting makes Uma a part of his own se lf ; 
‘ Does Kama want to conquer us? ’ he says and pats 

her band
With his and o’er this God of Love he triumphs laugh­

ingly.
Sky-clotbed he is ; why then has he a bow ? if he sports a 

bow,
Why then Is he besmeared with ash ? If daubed with holy 

ash,
How is it then he has a wife ? and if he has a wife,
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How ooraes it that he 1b said to hate the mighty God of

Beholding thus his master’s inconsistent oowiuot, Bhjngi,
Is worn down to a skeleton and covered with network. oi 

veins.”

On another occasion Dhanapala, ridiculed the 
worship of the cow, which was practised by Bhoja 
and the majority of his subjects,—

»• She feeds on human tilth, she does not show 
Discernment in her love, she weds her son,^
She smites all creatures with her hoofs and horns,
What good in her does make you worship her t 
Is it bemuse she gives you milk t So does 
The buflalo. No bettor is the cow .”

There is no reason to doubt the authenticity of 
these stories. They show that according to the 
ideas of the time, the royal throne was not isolated 
by the atmosphere of divinity and kings behaved 
like ordinary men to ad their subjects* Bhoja s 
affability, his heroism and his unstinted charity 
moved feta, a cook by profession, to seek hia audi­
ence and sing,

“ Hia valour has ruined the race of his enemies,
Hia glory has filled the wide vessel of earth, _ _
His bounty has reached all the wants of petitioners.
As earth does extend to the shores of the great sea,
His faith it does mount to the feet of the husband <
Of PSrvati, daughter of the lord of the mountain.’
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CHAPTER VII

b h o ja , t h e  sc h o la r  a n d  t h e
PATRON OF SCHOLARS

Sariiakrta literature had had an unbroken course 
of evolution for several thousand years before Bhoja 
mounted his throne in the early years of the Xlfch 
century. Ages of inspiration had alternated with 
ages of criticism more than once. The lovely poetry 
of the Vedic mantras with their direct contact with 
Nature had been followed by the criticism, lower 
and higher, of the Brahmanas and the V'ed&ngas, 
the sublime spiritual flights of the UpunBads, by 
the analytic expositions of the Sutras, the first and 
the best Kcivya, the Ramayana, and the Great 
rambling Epic, forming the two Itihasas and the 
Dramas of Bhasa and other early playwrights, and 
the Buddhacarita of Asvaghpsa, by the earlier Alan- 
hara works, which have been mostly absorbed in later 
text-books of criticism, till the swan-song of inspired 
Sarhskrta literature; issued from the lips of Kalidasa. 
Even before Kalidasa’s time inspiration was 
supplanted by ingenuity, poetic images derived from 
an observation of the phenomena of Nature a,nd 
springing unconsciously in perfect poetic form from 
the deepest depths of the poet’s soul, had given way 
to the endless play of ready but conscious wit and 
the coinage of images by unbridled fancy ; tricks of 
language, to music of verse, in short, poetic style to 
estilo culto. Even honey palls after a time and the 
over-cloyed taste has to be whipped up by smarting 
pepper. The age of Sudraka and "V isakhadatta 
and Kalidasa must needs be followed by that of 
Subandhu, Bana and Magba. Composition came to 
be loaded with ornament, just as in architecture the



■ '^ jO T # 7 . ., , ,. ,^ifiity and symmetry that characterized the earliest 
structures were concealed in later ones by the wealth, 
of decorative detail. Meanwhile, the rhetoricians, 
Bhamaha and Daruli, among others, instead of being 
camp-followers in the army of poets, became the 
directors of the march Of poetry. Then came 
Anandavarddhana, who made the doctrine of 
Dhoani reach a premier place in the field of 
poetry and taught that the essence of poetry consist­
ed not in style nor in sentiment, but in subtle 
suggestion by tone. /The net result of all these is 
that from Bhoja’a time"a new form of poetry became 
predominant, where emotion was less important 
than ingenious play on words, where fantastic con­
ceits predominated over poetic images, and the sound 
became as important as the sense, and the tech» 
niqua of poetry as important as its matter and com­
mentaries stifled the thought of the original writer 
and the exposition of science usurped the place 
of the appeal to the emotions. Bhoja is said to 
have composed 104 poems to match with the 104 
temples he built. Of these 28 have been discovered. 
Perhaps 104 is a mere formal number indicating 
‘very many’. The books that have been so far 
found, arranged according to the subjects they treat 
of are •
I. Astronomy and Astrology

(1) Bajatnarttapda
(2) liajamrganka
(3) Vidvajjanavaliabba {praSnajnana)
(4) Adityapratapasiddbanta II,

II, Medicine
(5) Ayurveda Sarvasvam
(6) Visrantavidyavinoda
(7) Salihotra (a Veterinary Manual)
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(B) SamaringapaSStradbara
IV. Grammar

(9) Sabdanngasanam
V. Philosophy

(10) R5jainartfcar)da (Vedanta)
_  , ” , _(acom. on Patafijali’a Yoga Sntras)

(12) 1 atvaprakato (Saivajam),
(13) Hiddhantasangraha, „
(14) givatatvaratna Kaiika
(15) Ynkti Kalpataru u

VI. Dharma lustra
('! 6) Vyavaharasamuccaya,
(17) Carucarya,

VII. A rthasU itra
(18) Capakyaniti (Daijdamti) and Patramartanda.

VIII. Alahkdra
(19) garasvati Kanthabharana
(20) SmgaraprakaSa.

IX . Poetry and Prose,
(21) Bamayana eampn.
(22) Vidyavinodakavyam.
(23, 24) Two Prakrt poems (lately discovered afc 

Dhar).
(25) Mahakalivijayam (a stotra)
(26) Srngaramafijari (prose tales)
(27) Subhasitaprabandha.

X. Lexicography
(28) Namamalika.



A list in the Prahhavoka Contra (e. 1480 A, D.) 
names a good many more works,1 It has been sug­
gested that one man. and that a king who was 
engaged in many wars, coaid not have found time to 
write, so many works. Hindu scholars can easily 
understand how this is easily possible. In India, 
from hoy hood scholars are trained to carry all books 
they read in their memory, so that when they in their 
turn begin to write books they need not spread on 
their tables all the books that they have learnt on the 
subject. Drawing from the inexhaustible stores of 
memory, they can write new books especially on the 
&astr*3 at a rate so fast that the foreigner cannot 
understand their speed of composition.

/  Moreover, Bhojafonnded atPharabis famous uni- 
/  veraity called the temple of Sarasvatx, where lived a 
I host of scholars who must have helped Bhoja in hia 
1 literary activity.

i But it is not by the number of his works that 
:Bhoja is remembered by posterity but by his daily 
- intercourse with scholars and by the play of wit 
/ and the flow of poetic images that characterized his 

I  daily literacy Barbara,
• The forging of poetic images constituted the chief 

intellectual enjoyment of Bhoja and bis coteries of 
scholars. Some of the stories, not all, relating to 
these are anachronistic, but, genuine or not, they are 
highly interesting. A few examples may be given.
One night a certain thief cut a tunnel beneath the 
wall of the palace and entered the treasure-room 
where the king was sleeping. The king suddenly 
aw o k e  at the midnight hour and seeing the moon 
recently risen in the sky, “ like the rising oii hw 
literary sea,” there arose from his lips this half- 
stanza,—

1 Up. Ind. i. p. 281.
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“ What appears on the body of the moon like a atrip of 
cloud

They assert is a hare out I think it doesn't wear that 
form,”

The thief replied,-—
•' But I think that the moon has its body wall marked 

with the brands of a hundred scars 
Of the meteor-strokes of the side-looks of the maidens 

who are parted from the foea you have killed."

The thief was rewarded by the king very gener­
ously for this exceedingly fine piece of poetic 
flattery. There is nothing very improbable in the 
story, for some thieves of ancient India were so 
learned that treatises on the art of thieving 
composed by them are mentioned in Samskrta 
literature, indeed one such book was attributed to 
the God Karttikeya.

On another occasion the porter at the door of the 
king’s audience-chamber reported that the family of 
Saraavati, consisting of a father, mother, son, 
daughter and a wretched one-eyed maid-servant, all 
learned, were waiting at the gate, eager for an inter­
view with the king. They were admitted and the 
king gave to the father this quarter-couplet to 
complete

“ From unsubstantial things a man should substance 
H draw.”

The man replied,—
“ Munificence from wealth, and truth from speech, and 

fame and piety from life,
Doing good from one’s own body, from unsubstantial 

things a man should substance draw.”

To the son the king gave the following to com­
plete,-—

" Himalaya, in truth, the king of hills 
Mcnt. afflicted with bereavements made,”



p

Immediately the son replied,—
“ By thy great valour’s fire was_ melted down 

Himalaya, in truth the king of h ills;
Mona, afflicted by bereavement, made 
A bed of shoots the refuge of her body.

To the matron the king propounded! the riddle,—
” Which am I  'id feed with milk t ”

She replied,—
“ When Havana, truly, was born with ten mouths, and.

His mother was wondering which am I to feed with 
milk.”

To the share of the maid-servant fell the follow­
ing quarter-couplet:—

“ On whose neok ain I to hang 1 ”
She replied,—

“ A certain lady, angered with neglect
P .d  drive away from hom e her w r^obed  spouse,
My friend, then in my mind arose tins J*W8n*
H ereafter,1 on whose neok am I to  hang

The king rewarded them all but he did not test 
the daughter. At the next audience eve^one waa 
allowed to be present, and the king was waking up 
and down with an umbrella held in the hand, when 
the porter reminded him of the daughter a presence.
He said, ‘ speak5 and she uttered this stanza,

“ O Bhoj, crest-jewel of kings, the light of your race,
Thf»ii boldest thy umbrella oven at nigut >
£ ^ t  your face should make the moon abashed with

And chaste Arundhatl become unchaste.'*
The king straightway took her to wife.

Another lady who won her way to the king’s 
heart by means of her poetic talents was Vijaya, 
daughter of feta, the cook. When the rays of the 
moon fell through the lattice upon the King, she 
exclaimed,

BHOJA, THE SCHOLAR 7 3 C jJL j
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" O planet adorned with a spot, pray stop this sport,
Of touching human beings with thy light rays 
Thou art not fit for touching, because thou art 
Remains, of the adornment of the spouse of Oandf."

On one occasion when the king was going round 
on his daily circuit, he happened to reach the bank 
of the river, Then he saw a BrShmaga, fording 
the river with a load of firewood on his head. The 
king accosted him with the hemistich,—

“ How deep is the water, O Brahmapa f ”
The Brahmapa completed the line with,—

“ 0  king, it is knee-deep.”
The king continued,—*

“ How were you reduced to this state t  "
The BrShmapa replied,—

“ Not everywhere are there patrotis like you,"

all the phrases put together forming one iWka.
The king gave a large present to the impecunious 
Brabmana and dismissed him. On a subsequent 
occasion when the king, seated on the royal ele­
phant, was going round the town on his daily 
circuit, he noticed that a certain beggar was picking 
up grains of rice that had fallen on the ground. 
Bhoja then uttered a half-stanza,—

“ What’s the use of people being born who can’t fill their 
own stomachs? "

The beggar finished the stanza with—
“ There’s no use of people being born, who don’t help 

others though well able.”

The king retorted,—
“ O mother, don't give birth to a son who’s intent on 

begging from neighbours 1"

The beggar added,—
“ Do not, O Earth, give support to those who refuse th# 

requests of their neighbours 1 ”
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The beggar had been prevented by the chief 
men of the town from obtaining an entry into the 
king’s audienee-hali and resorted to this trick to  
interview the king and benefit by his generosity,

f  This display of poetic repartee b e ca m e ^ part of 
I diplomatic conversation's also. Once Bhoja placed 
/ in the. hands of a Sandhi vigraha (lit;), minister off 
| peace and war. the following couplet and sent it to 
j his rival, Bhima of Gujarat,—

"The lion who easily cleaves the stout foreheads of ele­
phants whose valorous progress 

Is published, abroad doesn't war with the deer and ye* 
cannot be said to huve peace with him.”

Boon came the reply,—
“ By destiny .Bhima on the earth was created destroyer of 

the sons of Andhaka,
He minded not hundreds of foes, can he care for yon  

who are but one Buoh V ”
I Bhoja was naturally proud of the learning and poetic 
j skill of the pandits of his country and contemptuous 
' of those of Gujarat. One day he remarked to the 
| Gujarati consul at his court,

" Not one of your moat famous scholars is fit to b«- 
weighed in the balance with ft cowherd of my land.

Bhima heard of this boastful speech and sent to 
Bhdja a learned man disguised as a cowherd and 
also a hetaerci. When the cowherd was taken to the 
royal presence, he said,—

“ Bhoja, tell me, is it proper, on your neok you wear 
this jewel,1 ...

Parting Laki?ml on your breast aha Vasil dwelling ilk 
your m outh?”

The king was immensely pleased and then turned 
to the hetaera, aud noticing that the collyrium 
which she had daubed at the outer comers of her 
eyes, reached up to her ears, asked her,

% SaraavatSkaVfeabharana.
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Why here ? ” _ She replied, w They are asking 
■ The face of the king beamed with joy at the reply 
-and he ordered a large sura of money to be presented 
to her. The courtiers were surprised at the magni­
tude of the reward; then the king said,—

“ Observing that the ooltyriuni applied to her eyelids 
extended from the outer corners of her eyes to her ears,
I asked her ‘ why hero’? She divined my meaning 
immediately and replied that her eyes had gone dis­
guised as oollyrium-atreaks to.her ears and were 
asking whether I was the very king Bhoja that the 
ears had previously heard about.”

The completion of half-stanzas is a form of poetic 
exercise which has always been a kind of amusement 
in India and is even now an important item in the 
programme of learned assemblies. I t is said that 
Bhoja was daily surrounded by a hundred scholars 
who were skilled in this kind of impromptu poetic 
composition. The best example of this is the 
following. While a certain short poem was being 
read in. the royal presence by some pandits, they 
came upon the following half-stanza,-

' Alas 1 indeed the fruits of former deeds 
Are terrible in the case of living men.”

More than a hundred clever pandits attempted to 
complete the slolca, but failed in the contest. Then 
Dhanapala said,—

“ Alas i Alas! those very beads which gleamed 
On Siva’s head are rolled about by kites.”

This Dhanapala was mentioned in a previous 
■chapter, as boldly criticizing the king and his relig­
ious beliefs and practices. Bat when seated in the 
Darbar he could turn a compliment as neatly as any 
other courtier. Thus,—

“ The creator wished, O DharS hord, to count the earthly 
kings,

Then made a streak in the sky with a piece of chalk to 
note you down,
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streak baeame this stream di-vino, for none can
equal you. _ ,,

Ho let the chalk drop down? and it became Himalayas.
The other pandits criticized the stanza as reehmg 
with exaggeration, -Chen Dbanapala. retorted,

“ VSImlki makes the sea to be bridged with the rooks 
iffit w«e brought by the monkeys and Vyaga by the 
arrows of Arjiraa-, and. yet they are not charges with 

. exaggeration,” .
i ( Being a great scholar and a skillal poet hnopelt*

I the t „ L v g clBhoja's m a p ifica o t K enetw ty  was
i generally directed to poeta, especially Inobt, who 
I f e r e w i L .  The poets of the p e r i o d ^
1 their poverty was due ro of kings ffl the
I m atter of the patronage of le a r n ih jJ  On one ocoa^ 

sion a poverty-stricken poet, on boinfe taken by th e  
1 porter to th e  royal presence, said,—

“ Tho mother is displeased with me and ako with her 

The'wife of the son rnislikes her husband's mother and 

I am°displeas6d with both this woman and also with 

0 kdng',>do'«olve this riddle, whose is the fault that has.
this caused? ”

The king recognized the justice of the  rebuke 
conveyS by means of this doggerel and ordered a  
handsome present to be given to the poet. On an ­
other occasion, the king promised to give a poet a 
large reward fo r  every stanza he composed, bu t the  
woet kept up pouring such a continuous pocnc flood 
f h J  the king exhausted his resources rewarding him
S w V —  W » “> "tor- V f - S j  2 1hivp  q deep tinge of exaggeration, bu t it gives_uo a 
good picture of the lavish way in which Bajaput
S 5 M S ? p . -P  the Old Indian  tradition of the-royal 
encouragement of poetic skill. H ence, one oJ the
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pmsaslis (eulogistic poems), of the Paramara royal 
house says that

'* Bhojar i;a was a jaw el without a rival, (a hero) who 
caused the best men to tremble. He, who resembled 
King Prthu, possessed the earth up to Kailasa, up to  
the Malay a hills, and up to the two mountains of the 
setting and the rising sun ; he scattered in (all) direc­
tions the weighty crowd of the supporters of the earth, 
easily  uprooting them with the shaft of his bow, and 
giving highest joy to the earth. He accomplished, 
ordered, gave and knew what (was) not (in the power! 
of anybody else; wbat other praise can be given to  

illustrious Bkoja, the poet-king,” * 1

1 K. I. i. pp. 337-8,
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^  “ waited upon by the Coda, Kunga,Huna, Gauda, Gurjara 

and Kira princes.” 1
Absurd tales were told about the birth of Karija.

His mother Damatl by name, was a mistress of 
magic and delayed the hour of his nativity by her 
magical arts, to an hour when the benign planets 
■were in the signs of the Zodiac that contained their 
exaltation (ucca) and were at the same time in the 
first, fourth, seventh and tenth houses, which are 
called centres, and the malign planets in the third, 
sixth and eleventh houses. Because he was bom 
in such an auspicious moment, he conquered the 
circle of the regions, he was obeyed by ‘ one-hun­
dred and thirty-six kings’, be became master of the 
‘ four royal sciences’2 and was praised by Vidya- 
pati and other poets thus —

* in tho forest, on the face of the wives of thy foes destiny 
has hung .the heavy necklace, (or heavy loss, Kara), on 
their two ©yes the heavy bracelet (or drops of tears, 
kankana), on the hips bestowed the ornamental tattoo 
(or a row of leaves for dress), and on the two hands the 
(red) patch (the tilaka tree). Why has this strange style 
of adornment befallen them? Having abandoned the 
breast of Visrm too much engrossed with the go pis, 
Laksml, the goddess of fortune, resides in your eyas, 
mistaking them, I think, for lotuses. Since, 0 fortunate 
king Kama, wherever goes the spray of yocr eyebrow, 
wavy like the creeper, there is broken the seal of 
poverty, brittle through fear".

Such flattery acted as a spur to his ambition.
One day he sent this message to Rhoja by the 

mouth of an ambassador,
*' In your oity there are 104 temples built by your orders, 

and even so many in number are your poetical composi­
tions-, and so many are your titles : therefore conquer 
me in a battle with a fotoe of four arms (elephants,)

1 lud. Ant. xviii. p. 215.
2 The triple veda, logic and metaphysics, the science of 

government and practical arts.
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CHAPTER VIII 

BHOJA’S DEATH
l9st great rival of Bhoja was Kama, son of 

Gahgeyadeva, lord of the Cedi country.' He was 
inspired by unbridled ambition and the desire to 
attain to the supreme status of the overlord of India, 
such as Bhoja enjoyed. So he

“ honoured the quarters with the pearls from the frontal 
globes of the majestic elephants of;hiu enemies, cleft bv 
his sword.” 1

He found  ̂ soon that the three Kalingas, which 
adjoined his dominions were in a disorganized 
state and boldly proclaimed himself TrikalingMhi- 
pati, the Lord of the three Kalingas. His fame 
ajiread throughout the country, so that

“ the Paqclya relinquished violence, the Murala gave up 
his arrogant bearing, the Kittiga entered the path of the 
good the Variga trembled (along) with the Kaliriga,
*je Kwa stayed at home like a parrot in the cage, (and) 
the Huna lett off being merry.” *

I t  will be noticed that only very minor princes of 
the middle of the Xlth century are mentioned, and 
the Calukya, or the Solaiiki or the Paramara, are 
not here referred to. The Paijdya was then the 
vassal of the Sola, so, too,_ the Kunga, the chief of 
Longumandalam , the Kira was a petty ruler, 
subordinate to the kings of Kiaimrr, Later, when 
Bhima of Gujarat was dead and the first &ol.a 
empire had begun to decline and that of the Palas 
to flicker, it was claimed that Karna was

1 Ep. Ind, ii, p. 6.
• * lb, ii. p. 15.



chariots, cavalry and infantry), or in singlb combat, or 
as a disputant in the four sciences, or in munificence, 
and become the possessor of 105 titles; otherwise, by 
conquering you, I shall become the lord of 137 kings.”

King Bhoja bad now become old, and weak ; he was 
weary of wars, and indeed of all earthy vanities. So, 
he offered Karna this competition in temple-build­
ing,—

“ I in Avanti and Karna in SKA, shall, on the same day 
and at the same moment, select the sites of two temples 
fifty cubits in height, and begin to build them, running 
them in rivalry with one another, and on whichever 
king's temple the Kal&sa (finial of the spire) and the 
flag shall fitly be set up, on that day of festival, the 
rival king must abandon his umbrella and oowriw 
(symbols of royalty).”

Karija succeeded in finishing his temple before 
Bhoja’s was completed. Probably the temple that 
Karna erected in this contest was the golden temple 
called Karija’s Mdru.

At this time Bhoja was attacked by the malady to 
which he succumbed in a few months. While ba 
was still stretched on the bed o£ sickness, Karria 
entered into a league with Bhxrna for making war 
with Bhoja, invited him to attack Malva in the rear, 
while he himself was leading an army into it from 
Benares, and promised him half of BhojVs kingdom.
It was no more a case of fighting for showing off 
one’s personal prowess, but one due to earth-hunger.
Bhoja, ill as he was, had all the mountain passes 
and fords leading to Malva closed up, ao that his 
enemies could not penetrate into the province.
Their armies remained idle beyond the borders] 
awaiting a favourable opportunity. Then Parnara]
Bhima’a agent at DhUra, sent through one of his 
servants to his master at ApahilavaiJ the following 
cryptic message,—

844-6
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' The fruit of the mango is fully mature,

The stalk it does hang by is loose and the wind,
It blows so strong, the branch is decayed.
The end of t he business who can foretell t

King Bhltxia read the riddle aright and the two 
princes were biding their time.

In 1055, the icy band of death began to creep 
over BhSja’s body. He performed the duties pre- 
sccibed in the Sistra| as appropriate to the occasion. 
He then ordered,—

*’ After my death my hands ought to be'placed outside the 
chariot which will carry my corpse and the following 
stanza recited,

“ Whose hand is this, O wife and son,
Whose hand, 0  all my house ?
Alone I came, alone I go,
With nothing on my hands and feet." 1

The people repeated this stanza all through the 
town, ’ i t  then reached the ears of Karija and h& 
boldly broke the fortifications of JDhara and cap­
tured the city. Bhitna thereupon demanded from 
Karija half of Bhoja’s wealth as his share and was 
given the revenues from all temples of Siva, Vispu 
and Gaijesa in the kingdom. On account of this the 
King of Gujarat was eulogized as follows

“ Sri Bh'unadSva, though terrible (bhima) to his foes, ever 
granted enjoyments to his friends, (and) as ruler carried 
this load of earth. What wonder was there that his 
horses, supremely skilled in accomplishing the five 
paces (called dhara) quickly gained Dhara, the capital 
of the Emperor of Malva,” a

The death of Bhoja was bemoaned by means of a. 
number of elegies. One prasatti refers lothe event 
in these terms

1 Literally, ‘ having rubbed ’ them, so that nothing be­
longing to the earth, not oven duet, migbb stick to them and 
be taken away by the dead man. 

a E.I. i. p, 302.



“ When that devotee of Bharga whose brilliance resembled 
that of the sun, bad gone to the mansion of tha gods, 
the earth, like Phara, was filled with danse darkness, his 
foes and his hereditary warriors became infirm in 
body.” 1

Bilhana, though attached to a rival court, mourned 
the death of BhSja in these touching terms,—

“ Bhoja was the lord of the earth, and not, indeed, oom- 
paraVie to vulgar kings. Woe is me I P haia  cried to 
him (i.e Bilhana) through the voice of the pigeons 
nesting on the lofty towers of her gates, ‘ why dids’t 
thou not omue into his (Bhoja's) presence.1 ” a

An anonymous eulogy says,—
“ When the cloud of your hand had begun its ascent 

In the heavenly quarters, benignant ten.
And was raining the neotar-like flow of wealth,
Like the lightning did flicker your bracelet of gold 
And the river of your fame then began to swell high,
Quite refreshed ware all virtues as well as the earth ;
The wide lake of petitioners filled, and the Sre
Of pools that were poverty-stricken was well quenched j
Like the wishing-tree, thy munificent gifts
They did frighten all poverty away from the world.
Like incarnate Brhaspati did he compose 
Ilia victorious works, in a very short time ;
In BadhSvBdhS, like Arjunu.
The immortals quite speedily summoned the king,
By h is glory their hearts were compelled to wish 
.For his presence; and soon to heaven he went.

An inscription of Devapala, dated 1228, has it,—
“ There was a king, great like Kams&’s conqueror, ah 

ornament of the Paramara family, the glorious Bhoja- 
deva, who occupied the surface of the earth by the van 
of his army, When the iustro of the moonlight of his 
glory overflowed the lap of the regions, there closed the 
day lotuses of the glory accumulated by hostile kings.118

1 E.r. i. p. 238.
• Bil. Vik. Car. ivlii, 96,
* E. I. ix. pp. 113-4.

BHOJA’S DEATH J  .
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'  Bhija left such deep imprints on the sands of 
time that be became the one great Indian Emperor 
remembered by prince and peasant alike even up to 
day. Devaraya of Vijayagaram felt it the greatest 
honour possible to be compared to Bhoj’a in hhog® 
(enjoyment, i.a. proper use of wealth (bhogd bhdjcm- 

4va).1 In the X lllth  Century the Hoysalas of Mysore 
struck a wedge between the Sola and the Pandiya 
•territories by founding a capital at Kanijanilr in the 
Trichinopoly District, and building a temple called 
HoysalSSvara temple. The name in Tamil became 
Poysaltsvara, and then Posalehmra. The com­
mon people around, in time, forgot the Hoysalesvara 
dynasty as they did many another dynasty ; but all 
people remembered Bhoja (Tamil Boja) and so 
•to-day the temple is called the BojeSvara temple 
and legend has it that Bhoja lived half the year in 
his capital and the other half incognito in Southern 
India and built this temple.

1 Numerous simitar comparisons are found in South 
Indian vernacular poems dating from the XVth century.



OHAPTBB IX
SOCIAL AND RELIGIOUS LIFE IN TH E 

TIMES OF BHOJA
Social life in India baa not much changed since 

"Vedic fcimes. Many of the customs referred to m the 
mantras of the Vedas can still be observedl unchang­
ed especially in. the villages. Bat sso the «1 8’ons 
life of the people. Luckily, the social and religions- 
life of the people in the age of King Bhom have 
been described by an impartial and well-iotormed 
foreigner who resided in India during that period.

Abu Bailjan Muhammad Ibn Ahmad Al Berunl 
was a councillor of the Prince of Khwamm (Choras- 
mia, now Khiva) and, when Mahmud annexed thô  
province, was taken as a hostage to Ghaanx (. 011). 
He was permitted to live m India and being a 
learned munajjim (astrologer-astronomer),, he 
attracted by the Indian treatment of his fftvonrite 
subject, mastered Sanskrit and Sanskrit lore, and 
wro te his Indika. He was one of the ear best and 
most accurate foreign scholars of ln5 | ^  £ t

, his book, containing quotations from thirty Sanskn  ̂
books, is a very valuable account of the Indian cultu 
of the X lth Century. He was very ^ucl? a^racted 
bv Indian philosophy, especially by the Bhagavad 
O m  which he quotes frequently ; but when he has 
to condemn Indian customs he aoes so without 
shrinking.

“ They aw by nature niggardly in communicating J ia t  
wbicb. they know, and they taka the greatest possible 
ear is to withhold it from man of another caste among 
their own people, atilt much more, ol course, from any 
foreigner." 1

1 i. p. 22.

1 1 1
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His fairness is proved by the following statement.
“ The Hindus believe with regard to God that he is one, 

eternal, without beginning and end, acting by free-will, 
almighty,all-wise, living, giving life, ruling, preserving; 
one who in his sovereignty is unique, beyond all likeness 
and unlikenoss, and that he does not resemble anything 
nor does anything resemble him.’’ 1

Modern customs with regard to eating prevailed in 
bis days.

“ Since it is forbidden to oat the remains of a meal, every 
single man must have his food for himself ; for if any 
one of the party who are eating should taka the food 
from one and the same plate, that which remains in the 
plate becomes, after the first eater has taken part, to 
him. who wants to take as the second, the remains of 
the meal, and such is forbidden.” 3

After describing the castes, the author points out 
that

“ according to some, only tho Brahmana and Ksatriya 
are capable of [attaining to liberation], since the others 
cannot learn tho Veda, while according to the Hindu 
philosophers, liberation is common to all castes and 
to the whole human race, if their intention of obtaining 
it ia perfect.’’ 3 ♦

Thus by the Xtb Century, the Vedantic restriction 
of Sanyasa and Moksa to Brahmanas had generally 
given way before the Agatna extension of it to all 
men. A1 Beruni is ao unprejudiced as to point out, 
after an elaborate account of idols,

“ that such idols are erected only for uneducated low- 
class people of little understanding; that the Hindus 
never made an idol of any supernatural being, muoh 
less of God ; and . . . how the crowd is kept in 
thraldom by all kinds of priestly tricks and deceits.’’ *

After pointing out that “ it was in China that 
paper was first manufactured ” and that “ Chinese 
prisoners introduced the fabrication of paper into

* A.-I. i. p. 37. * A.-I. i. p. 10*.
a n .  i. p. 102. * ib. i  p. m .
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Samarkand and thereupon it was made in various 
places., he says, that in South India they wrote 
on loaves u of a Blender tree like the dafcê  and 
cooaanut palms ’’ called tala (palmyra) and '■ bind a 
book of these leaves together by a cord on which 
they are arranged, the cord going through all the 
leaves by a hole in the middle of each,’* and

“ in Central and North India people need the bark oi the 
fu* tree, one kind of which is used as a cover for bows.
It Is called bhurja. They take a pieoe one yard long 
and as broad a# the outstretched lingers of the hand* or 
somewhat less, and prepare it in various ways. They 
,jd and polish it so as to make it hard and smooth, and 
then they write on it. The proper, order of the single 
leaves is marked by numbers. The whole book: is 
wrapped up in a piece of cloth and fastened between 
tablets of the 'same ska- Such a book is called pulhi 
(pusta, pusta/ca). Their letters and whatever they have 
to write, they write on the bark of the tuz tree.” 1

There were in the author’s days eleven different 
Bciipts used in India from the SidclhamcUrka of 
Kthoir to DirioCkri (Draoi&i) of the ; Tamil country.

. “ The Hindus begin their books with dm, meaning 
thereby a confession of she unity of God.1’ 2

i A1 Beruni notes that in his days the Hindus alone
wlnt

■■ beyond the thousand in their numeral system” , “ at 
least in their arithmetical technical terms ", and

I 1 “ extend tho names of the orders of numbers until the
.! X8th order for religious reasons, the mathematicians 

being assisted by the grammarians with all kinds of 
etymologies.’’ 3

(Jartain Hindu customs struck him as strange and 
he describes them in a manner w hich w ill strike th o  
Hiidu reader as curious.

'* The Hindu! eat singly, one by one, on ft table cloth of 
[cow] dung. They do not make use of the remainder 
of a meal, and the plates from which they have eaten

' |A.-I. i. p. 17U * A.-I. i. p. 173. 3 A..-I. i. p. 174.
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are thrown away if they are earthen. They have red 
teeth in ooneequenoe of chewing areoa-nms with betel- 
leaves and ohalk. They drink wine before having eaten 
anything, then they take their meal. They sip the stall 
of cows (gomUtra), but they do not eat their meat;. 
They beat the cymbals with a stick. They use turbans 
for trousers. Those who want little dress are content 
to dress in a rag of two-tingers’ breath, which they bind 
Over their loins with two cords j but those who like 
much dress, wear trousers lined who as much ootton 
as would suffice to make a number of counterpanes and 
saddle-rugs. These trousers have no (visible) openings, 
and they are so huge that the feet are not visible The 
string by which these trousers are fastened is at the 
back. Their Sidar (a piece of dress covering th.i bead 
and the upper part of breast and neck) is similar |o the 
trousers, being also fastened at the back by buttons*
The lappets of the Kurlakas (short shirts fro it the 
shoulders to the middle 'of the body with sleeves, a 
female dress) have stashes both on the right and left 
sides . • . On festive days they besmear their bodies 
With dung (ashes?) instead of perfumes. The lieu 
use articles of female dress ; they use cosmetics, Wear 
ear-rings, arm-rings, golden seal-rings on the riW  
finger, as well as on the toes of the feet . . . .  They 
ride without a saddle, but if they put on a saddle, they 
mount the horse from the right side . . . .  Ttjy 
wear a girdle calted yajnopavita, passing from the Utt 
shoulder to the right side of the breast . . . .  Thiy 
do not ask permission to enter a house, but when th«,v 
leave it they ask permission to do so. In their meeting 
they sit cross-legged. They spit out arid blow thijir 
noses without any respect for the older ones preseit, 
and they crack their lice [fingers ?J before them. Tl«y 
consider the crepitus veniris as a good omen, sneezing 
as a had omen. ; . .

They use black tablets for the children in school, afd 
write upon them along the long side, not the broad she, 
writing with a white material from the left to the right.
. . . They write the title of a book at the end of it. 
not the beginning.” 1

" In a country where not the whole spot in the hoJsa 
which is prepared for people to eat upon it is plasteled 
with clay, where they, on the contrary, prepaif a

1 A.-I. i. pp. 180-2,
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separate table cloth for each person eating by pouring 
■wafer over a spot and plastering it with the dung oi 
cows, the shape of the Brahman's table-oloth must he 
square.” 1 *

A man who performs a pilgrimage
“ set* off to -wander to some holy region, to some much 

venerated idol, or to some of the holy rivers. Ha 
worships in them, worships the idol, makes .presents to 
it, recites many hymns and prayers, fasts, and give* 
alms to the Brahmans, the priests, and others. He 
shaves the hair of his head and beard, and returns 
home.” a

“ In every place to which some particular holiness is 
ascribed, the Hindus construct ponds intended for the 
ablutions. In this they have attained to a very high 
degree of art . . . .  They build them of great stones of 
&'D. 0 n or mows bulls, join© cl to ©a-cb ofciior by jjnctrp auci 
strong cramp-irons, in the form of steps (or terraces) like 
so many ledges; and these terraces run all round the 
pond, reaching to a height of more than a man’s 
stature.” 3

“ It is obligatory with them [the Hindus] every day to give 
aims as nraoh as possible. They do not let money 
become a year or a month old, for this would be h draft 
on an unknown future, o£ which a man. does not know 
whether he reaches it or not. With regard to that w»«ioh 
he earns by the crops or from the cattle, be is bound to  
pay to the ruler of the country the tax which attaches 
to the soil or the pasture-ground [ground run. ■ I■ 
Further, he pays him one-sixth of the income in recogni­
tion of the protection which be affords to the subjects, 
their property, and their families. The same obligation 
rests also on the common people, but they will always? 
lie and cheat in the declarations about their property. 
Further trading businesses, too, pay a tribute for the 
same reason. Only the Brahmans are exempt Irom all 
those taxes.” 4

“ T he■ Hindus marry at a very joung age', therefore the 
parents arrange the marriage lor their sons.

1 A.-I. ii. p- 135. 3 A.-I. ii. p. 144.
« lb . ii. p, 1'lt. * lb . ii. p. 149.

6 A.-L ii. p. 154.
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“ If a wife loses her husband by death, she cannot marry 
another man. She has only to choose between two 
things—either to remain a widow as long as she lirea or 
to burn herself.” 1

“ The judge demands from the suitor a document written 
against the accused person in. a well-known writing 
which is thought suitable for writs of the kind and in 
the document the well-established proof of the justice of 
the suit. In case there is no written document, the 
contest is settled by means of witnesses without a 
written document.” *

Among other festivals of the people the follow­
ing are described by AI Bernal:—the Hindoii aaitra, 
when the image of Vaaudgva is swung in. a cradle, 
r ajfias for five days before the full moon in YaUci- 
kha, the Vasanta on the day of the vernal equinox, 
that on the first of Jyaidha, when first-fruits of all 
seeds are thrown on water, the full-moon day of 
Sravana when Brahmans are fed, the Mahtinavami, 
on the 8th Asvayuja when the moon is in the 
station Mulct, the pi tr pales a in Bhadrapada, the 
first Kartvka called the Dibdl'i, when they light a 
great number of lamps,, and on the 16th Phd\guna, 
the Sivaratri, and the Sankrilnlis, i.e,, the days of 
the equinoxes and the solstices. These extracts 
from the Indika prove that the claim of Hindus 
that their dhanna, i.e., religious, social and political 
institutions have been Sandtana, essentially.unalter­
ed from very early times is true, that the ordinances 
of the fiastras were not merely theoretical rules, but 
were actually practised, and that the cause of early 
marriages was not the advent of Muhammadans, 
as is so often asserted, but they prevailed before 
the Muslim conquest of the land. Though, most 
of the Ksattriya princes of North India were Baivas, 
Al Bgmar’s account of Indian religion gives us the

2 kb . ii. p, 158.



—impression that Vispu-worship • was universal in 
India; from this we can infer that a wave of the 
Vaisi,iava religion spread over India at the time. 
Buddhism was practically dead, Al Berfmi knows 
almost nothing of the religion or its literature.

But Al Berum was intimately acquainted with the 
life of the people only in Sindh,and Gandhara. 
Besides Vispa temples those of Siva and Surya 
abounded in India in the days of Bhdjft. The wor­
ship of Brahma was not neglected even in Sindh, 
for an image of Brahma, in bronze, three feet two 
inches high with four shaven faces with a miUS 
(rosary) in one of his two hands, discovered in Sindh, 
shows that in this age, as in later times, temples of 
the first of the Trimurti existed but very rarely.1

The Paramaras were Vaienavas; they employed 
the Garuda banner; but in North India in BhbjVa 
days and before and after, there did not prevail the 
fanatic hatred of &va by the Vaienavaa and of Visrra 
by the ,6aivas? such as has been the leading note of re­
ligion in South India since the Xth Century onwards. 
Therefore we find the Paramaras praising both 
Siva and Visiju in their inscriptions. The Jaina 
cult, fully organized into a church consisting of 
ascetics and laymen, became popular in Central 
India from the IXfch Century. A legend current 
about Bfaoja’s assembly of scholar throws lighten 
the friendly relations that prevailed among the 
votaries of different sects in those days. The king 
held a sub ha of papdits representing all sects and 
asked them, what was the true way of salvation.
Each spoke in favour of the sect to which he belong­
ed ; and it was resolved finally that they should 
propitiate the goddess Sarasvati for six months and

* A. S. p. II .
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i'hus find out the true way. At the end of the 
period on a certain night, Sarasvati manifested 
herself to them and said,—

the Dhf ma ° f  theBauddhas, you mast
of th! V«ri !  f he J*lnas' \T1 daily lifa J OU must observe that o f tile Vedas, you must meditate on the supreme Siva;

She then vanished from their view. The goddess 
meant that all these religions taught the same 
iJharnia, but the Bauddha exposition of the Dharrna 
was the clearest, the Vedas taught how that Dharrna 
could be practised in the daily life of the common 
man, the Jamas prescribed best the path of asceticism 
tor him who had renounced the world, hut all should 
meditate on. the supreme God to reach the goal. The 
sabna of pandits summed this up as their final 
decision on the true way in. these words !

Religion is characterised by harmlessuess; one must 
Honour the goddess Sarasvati. By meditation one 
obtains salvation ; this is the view of all the sectaries.”

. Biahmaijas, poets and others migrated to Dhiira 
m expectation of royal presents. By a copperplate 
grant, dated the 3rd UtM of the dark fortnight of 
Magha in 1022 A. D., the village of Viranaka to the 
west of Nagadraha was given by Bhojato Dhanapati 
Bhatta, son of Govmda Bhatta of the Asvalayana 
ha kb it ot the Agastya gotra who bad migrated from 
Snvage,1 _ The inscriptions of this period present us 
with the picture of Brihmai.ias constantly immigrat­
ing from one part of India to others.

' •__

1 I.-A. vi. p. 49.



CHAPTER X
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Bhoja is said to have built 104 temples; an 
inscription says,

•“  He made the world (Jagtti. which means also • a site for 
buildings) worthy of its name by covering it all round 
with temples, dedicated to Kedaresvara, Rambtvara, 
Somanatha, Sundira, Kala, An»la and Rudra.” 1

His temples have all been destroyed by the hands of 
time, of renovators and of iconoclastic Mussulmans.

The most famous of these temples was the one 
built at Dbara and dedicated to Sarasvati, wherein 
was. located the great university founded by Bhoja. 
In it was enshrined the figure of Sarasvati, a mini­
fied photographic copy of which is the frontispiece 
of this book.

" It is a ehef d'oeuvre of rare beauty, in its exquisite sere­
nity of pose, in its entrancing and balancing rhythm, 
in the elegance and suavity of its aquiline features, and 
in. the general restraint in the treatment of the anatomy 
which is almost, wholly free from any exaggeration.”

Its general affiliation with &o.la sculptures of the 
period and partial resemblance to the contemporary 
Pa!a and Orissan sculptures show that Indian art 
has been essentially one throughout the country, 
while a comparison with the figures shows the 
steady, continuous evolution of Indian art through­
out the ages. An inscription on the pedestal, dated 
1045 A. D., as translated tentatively by Mr. K. X. 
Dikshit of the Archaeological Survey, runs as 
follows :•—

“  Om, theVidySdhari of the town Bhoja, the moon among 
kings, having first made the mother goddess of speech 
• ; • great in fruit, created the auspicious image. 
This was made by llanabhala, the son of the crafts­
man Sahira, written by givadeva in the Samvat Year 
I 091.''

1 Bp. Ind. i p. *38.
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Our linage presents besides some unique features.

• “ She is conceived with four hands, having a rosary, a 
book, a vinS or a kamandalu or a goad, and the “expound­
ing gesture {vydkhydna mudra). She wears . . . .  
the holy thread and the breast-bands (Kucabandha).''

She wears pearl garlands; her face is ‘ serene’ 
(Saumya mukht) and her form lovely (cam-rupinl).
A Muni ia represented by the bearded figure in a 
comer. The figure mounted on a lion,is ParvatL1 *

Bhoja bad, besides, a round tank constructed at 
KapaleSvara in KsWmir,

“  with heaps of gold that he sent. He had vowed that he 
would always wash his face in water from [this], the 
PapasXidana (irtha "

and Padmaraja, a betel-seller and favourite of the 
contemporary Kismirl king, Ananta,

“ made the fulfilment of his [i.e. Bhoja’s] difficult vow 
[possible] by regularly despatching from this [t'irthci] 
large numbers of glass jars filled with that water.1 ’ 3

Remains
“ of the enclosure . . , [which] Bhoja constructed

among this sacred spring [are still extant], The latter 
now rises in a circular tank of at least 60 yards in dia­
meter, which is enclosed by a solid stone wall, and by 
steps leading to the water . . . From the formation 
of the ground, it is evident that this tank has been 
formed by closing artificially the gully in which the 
spring rises on the hill side. " 3

An iron pillar has recently been found at Dhara.
Most likely it belongs to Bhoja’s time when the arts 
flourished. Probably Kulacandra, after returning

1 Vide Rupam , No. 17, Jan. 1924, pp, 1-2.
a Rajatarangini, viii, 190-3.
* /&. (Stein’s note).

' '"V... * ' ..



__. . p  .

bh o ja ’ s m onum ents  9,̂ y |  j

ijahilvada, set up an iron pillar to celebrate 
his victory. At least three portions of a broken 
iron pillar are lying at Dhara.

The pillar, when entire, was of a total length of 
43 feet 4 inches and an average width of 10| inches 
each way.

“ The longest portion measures 24 feat 3 inches, and is 
square in section throughout; the second 11 feet 7 inches 
of which 8 feet 6 inches is square and 3 feet 1 inch, of 
ootagonal section ; and the third piece, 7.feet 6 inches 
in length, and, with the exoeption of a .circular collar at 
the end, about 8 inches deep, is of octagonal section 
throughout. . . . [There are] a number of small 
holes at intervals in its sides, varying in depth from I f  
to 3 inches, and in diameter about lp . They run up 
each of the four sides of the square shaft and the 
corresponding fanes of the octagon . , . The holes in 
all probability were made, as the mass of the pillar was 
built up in order to hold the ends of crowbars or levers 
with which the workmen could better handle and 
roll over the great heavy column as bit by bit of semi- 
molten metal was added and welded on to the white 
hot stump of the shaft. 'I he crowbars were removed 
and shifted from place to place as nquired : one stuck 
and was chipped off, leaving the end in the hole.” 1

The pillar was probably topped by a Garuda, tha 
figure of which was engraved on the seals of Bhoja 
and other Paramaras, There is no means of decid­
ing with certainty whether the iron pillar was set 
up on Kulacandi'a's return from Anahilvada or when 
Arjunavamia, a descendant of Bhoja, invaded 
Gujarat a century later and laid it waste. It is a 
unique pillar of victory and was probably erected by 
Bhoja to commemorate his victory over Bhima, 
who was almost as great a warrior and a patron of 
the arts of peace as Bhoja. Three pieces of the 
pillar have been recovered and perhaps there still 
lies somewhere concealed a fourth piece and the total 
length of the original piece was probably fifty feet.

1 A. S. B, 1902-3, pp. 203-7.
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The Muhammadan rulers of MSlva in the 15th 
Century destroyed the temples with which Bhoja 
beautified Dharil and used the materials for new 
structures of their own, like the Lat Maejld, outside 
which lies one of the portions of the iron column 
already described. In its neighbourhood there is 
the mosque of Kamal MaaJa,

“ where not only pillars and building stones from Hindu 
temples one of which was known to the inhabitants as 
EiijS BhOja’s School, probably his famous ■fSSradS temple 
where a university was located by him have been utilised, 
but a large portion of the flooring of the praying chamber 
is paved with black marble slabs, formerly covered with 
Sanskrit inscriptions; and even the lining of the Vihrab  
itself was, by a fortunate chance, found to consist of 
similar slabs, in this case with the engraved faces merely 
turned inwards and the inscriptions thereon unharmed.” 1

The story of the “ fortunate chance” is this :
“  At the angle of junction of the side and black wall of the 

Mihrab are some holes long enough to admit a blind and 
arm, and it was entirely owing to the fortunate chance of 
some one passing his hand through one of these apertures 
and discovering letters on the back surface of the stones 
that the existence of the inscription* was revealed. The 
method employed to obtain a record of these inaccessible' 
inscriptions is also worth telling. Partial impressions 
were taken in the first instance by an ingenious system of 
paper rolled round jointed rods which were inserted 
through the apertures into the space behind the wail, and 
then unrolled; the impression was then made by rubbing 
lampblack upon a pad fixed to the extremity of a similar 
rod. This process was, of course extremely laborious but 
was deemed well-paid by the results, so long at least, as 
there appeared no chance of removing the stones,” a

Since then, the slabs were removed from the 
structure. They were found to contain two long 
inscriptions and several fragments. One of them 
consists of two odes to the tortoise incarnations of

1 A. S. R 1903-04, p. 44.
* Lb. 1902-03, p. 18.
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called Avani kurmmaiatakam, written in 
MSToarastr'i Priikrta arid in the Arya metre. The 
substance of the first ode is to the effect that no 
body* has carried the earth as well as the tortoise 
and no mother is so happy and worthy of praise as 
the mother of this tortoise. In the second it is said 
that even the tortoise has been surpassed by King 
Bhoja who now carries the earth.

The two odes claim to be Bhoja’s compositions.
The first says,

“ Even t'- the tortoise rest has bean granted by King 
Bhoj,- alone. By him this Kurrnma Sataka has bean 
composed after he had taken away ail hope from the 
enemies.” 1 *

The second has it,
“ By whom the chief of mountains, (nay) all the moun­

tains here (oh earth) have been reduced in weight, by 
this King Bhoja has this S'ataka been composed.’' *

Bhoja is in the second ode several times directly 
addressed, but this and the self-praise implied by 
his authorship, though repugnant to modem man­
ners, was allowed by the conventions of society in 
those days and were not taken literally as the 
modem man would do. Of the fragments “ all that 
can be said at present is that in all probability they 
belong to odes to Bhoja of vast dimensions ” and 
probably contained strings of verses in praise of the 
bow (kodanda) of Bhoja.3

The grammatical serpentina inscriptions, though 
actually incised a little after Bhoja’s time, repre-

1 A. s. r . 1902-03, p. 18.
3 E. I. vili. p. 243.
3 A. S. R, 1903-04, pp. 233-40,
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,J$p~4"? sents the initial grammatical teaching imparted in 
Bhoja’s Saraa vatl Temple. Among other things they 
show that the Katantro treatise oh grammar sup­
planted Panini in North India from the 1st century 
A. D„ till it was revived in Benares in the XVIIth 
century. The following account of these serpentine 
inscriptions is entirely taken from a note on the 
subject by Mr. K. K. Lele, History Officer of Dhar 
State.

There are two Sanskrit grammatical inscriptions, 
in the Nagari characters, on two stone pillars in the 
mosque near the tomb of Moulana Kamaluddm at 
Dhar, The mosque is still popularly called Bhoja 
Raja Ki Nisal or Raja Bhoja’s College. This corro­
borates the fact that the mosque was built on the 
site of Raja Bhoja’s College, held in a spacious and 
splendid temple of Sarasvati, the Goddess of Learn­
ing and Arts, discovered in the same mosque in 
1902. There is ample evidence to show that the 
mosque was built not only with the materials of the 
temple, but on the very site of it. The existence of 
numerous mutilated large Nagari inscriptions on the 
pavement and of a part of the plinth of the original 
temple with a Go-Mukha on the north-east corner 
proves the fact beyond doubt. Moreover, the image 
itself of Sarasvati (Goddess of Learning) recording 
its installation in the temple by Raja Bhoja himself 
in Sarnvat 1091 (A. D. 1035) exists in the British 
museum and its facsimile has been published in 
Bupam (No. 17, January, 1924, Calcutta) (and repro­
duced as the frontispiece of this book).

The two pillars bearing the inscriptions are among 
those that support the dome of the prayer hall, one 
on each side of the raised pulpit. The one near the 
pulpit containing the Sanskrit alphabet faces the east.

"  n
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The other, at a distance from the pulpit to the south, 
contains the Sanskrit verbal terminations, facing the 
south with two Sanskrit verses inscribed over it 
containing the names of the two successors of Raja 
Bhoja,

The inscriptions have been called Sarpa Bandbas 
because the letters and terminations are inscribed in 
the oblong open spaces formed by the twisting of 
serpents length-wise and cross-wise. The tables are 
ingenious in design and beautiful and mysterious in 
appearance. The pillars being of gray limestone 
unsuitecl for engraving have undergone partial decay 
in some places. The surface has been cut through 
by lines which have deformed some of the letters.
The right corner of the base of one of the inscrip­
tions has altogether disappeared. Most of the other 
numerous Nagaii inscriptions lying in this building 
were engraved on durable black stone slabs. Many 
of them were used for the pavement of' the central 
prayer hall with their inscriptions erased, while 
those that have been recently discovered, whether 
fall or fragmentary have their inscriptions intact.
The pillar inscriptions are also tolerably well preserv­
ed. Probably their inconspicuous position has saved 
them from the fate which other inscriptions in this 
building have undergone at the hands of ignorant 
fanatics. These inscriptions are called grammatical 
because they deal with grammatical matters. One 
of them contains a chart of classified Baihskrta 
alphabet and the other, tables of verbal conjuga­
tions! terminations like similar illustrations in a 
modern school. The alphabetical chart is made 
up fay the windings of one serpent only. It con­
tains the Samakrta alphabet in Nftgari character 
of the X lth or X llth  century A. D. aiod the chief 
inflectional terminations of nouns and verbs. The
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former are given in classes in the body of the serpent 
and toe latter in the tail. The consonants do not 
differ much from those in common use now, but the 
vowels have quite different shapes. The letters of 
the alphabet are more than half an inch in length 
and breadth, while those of the terminations in the 
tail are much smaller. The whole inscription is 
2 feat and 3 inches in height and one foot in breadth. 
Thera are altogether 55 letters and symbols, and 21 
nominal and 13 verbal inflectional terminations. As 
the alphabet plays the chief part in this inscription, 
it is called Alphabetical. The first le tte r at the top 
is probably the letter (Ksha) which is the last 
but one letter in the usual serial order of the Sans­
krit alphabet ff (jna) being the last. It is placed 

at the top and with the first letter (A) it probably 
indicates the or Indian rosary. The letters
begin with vowels and end with the three Visarags 
(aspirates) Viaarajaniya, Jihva Mfiliya and TJpadh- 
maniya. It is not known why the first two vowels 

(a) and 3TF (5) are not given in full So also the

object of giving $  and 3  in the left hand side 
of the triangular base is not clearly seen.

The table of verbal terminations is bigger in size 
being 21 feet in height by H  feet in breadth. I t is 
made up by the intertwining of two serpents proba­
bly a male and a female one. I t  contains chiefly 
tlia 18 personal terminations of the ten tenses and.



moods, of classical Samskrta verbs • (excepting onjy 
the Vaidika <?*) arranged in columns. There are 
three numbers in Sanskrit, and two sets of termina­
tions (Parasmai pack and A t mane pad a) for each of 
the teases and moods ; so for the three persons in 
each, there are altogether 180 terminations, ninety 
of each set as shown under;—

Parasmai pad a. Afcmane pada.

3M. P. Sing. Dual. PL Sing, Dual. PI,

2lX(.L I: . , i ji „ •, „ ,,

1st, i?, ,, ,, ,, ,, ,, )t

Total 9 +  9 -  18

Grand total for ten tenses « 180

Thus there are altogether 18 x 10» 180 verbal 
terminations, 90 of each set, given in the table. 
They ara duly numbered on the right hand side and 
are arranged in slanting columns from the left to 
the right, and are given in the spaces, left between 
the zigzag cross turnings of the serpents. The 
two sets of terminations (Parasmai and Atman',), the 
three persons (the 3rd or Pratharaa, the 2nd or 
Madhyama and the 1st or Uttarns,) and three num­
bers (Singular, Dual and Plural) are noted on the 
eft hand side in order. The names of the tenses

f C t ) |
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^ JIand moods are marked at the top of the columns
by the initial letter of each. They are as under ;—■

Initials Fall name PSnbi’8 En«lishname name.
1. sf Present.
2. g (7th) 7 T%H Potential
3. t t ^ r  (5th) 5 Imperative.
4. Imperfect.
5. 3{ 9f(?|cf5f|- 8 Aorist.
6. T f̂f̂ rr 2 Perfect.
7. ^  3 ~zz 1st Future
8. arr̂ fr: 3 ^ifrrr^f Benedictive.
9. h 4 o£2 2nd Future.

10. % fSCTTf̂ qffrr: [ 10 cSf Conditional

Besides the primitive basis, Sanskrit verbs have 
several derivative bases showing causality, desire, 
intensity, etc. These and other details are indicated, 
in the round loops in the triangular base below the 
principal table of terminations, The heading of the
inscription is 3TW j| SffSFT (*fn). of which the 
words u 3f*P3T<j!> stand between the heads of the 

serpents and the last word straight down in 
the base. The letters in this inscription are smaller 
and therefore, in several places somewhat indistinct.

n  ...
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The names of the tenses and the details given 
in the base axe not taken from the Great Sanskrit 
Grammarian Panini, cir, 500 B.O. They are taken 
from the Kafcantra (also called Kalapa or Kaumara) 
—a small manual of Sanskrit Grammar, which 
appears to have been specially prepared in order to 
simplify the subject in 1st century A, D„ which 
became very popular in North India for a long time.

This grammar is still a text-book in Bengal and 
was so much in use in old tiroes in other places from 
Kasmvr in the north to Maharastra in the south and 
has taken such deep root in the soil, that a few early 
Sutras (formulas) of it are still learnt by heart, in 
every indigenous Vernacular School of Malva, 
Gujarat and other parts of India, under the name of 
SidbS. Every child’s first lesson begins with Sidba ; 
but in the mouth of unlettered P&ridyas (Pedagogues) 
and their ruder pu pils the text has been so corrupted 
that it can now be hardly recognised to be Sards- 
krfca. For illustration three or four corruptions are 
•quoted below -

Bivf *T*rrg*Ti% v v  fm r ^  flfar.
The correct sutras (aphorisms) of Katantra run 

thus l l U l ^ ^ r f s i K T  m V .
\ \ v \

Above this table and over the heads of the 
serpents, there are engraved two Sanskrit stanzas 
of the Anusbubh Metre. These supply important 
historical data and raise the inscription, from a mere 
grammatical curiosity to the status of a valuable 
historical document. The stanzas indicate the 
period to which they belong ; they confirm the tradi­
tion about Bhoja Sala or Bhoja’s School and indicate 
the site of Bhoja’s School.
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I. In the first couplet occur the names of Udaya- 
dilya and Naravarma, (father and son), in the second,, 
that of Udayaditya alone.

No w_ Udayaditya and Maravarma were the almost 
immediate successors of the famous Baja Bhoja,, 
who ruled at Dbar during the 1st half of the 11th 
century and whose name, as a scholar, writer and 
great patron of scholars and writers, haa become a- 
household word in India. They, therefore, must 
have reigned at the end of the Xlth and the begin­
ning of the X IIth century A.D, Hence the two stanzas 
in question, cannot be, in all probability, less than 
800 years old. The grammatical tables themselves 
may perhaps be older still. The mosque in which 
these inscriptions are now found was built by Sultan 
Mahmud Sba Khitji of Manqlu about 861 Hijri out 
1157 A.D. as can be seen from the Persian inscrip­
tion on the gate-way leading to the tomb,
. I I  and III—Both the serpentine pillar inscrip­

tions being grammatical are of educational interest 
and must have been designed by some ingenious 
teacher and permanently engraved on the pillars as 
charts in modern Schools. They may also have 
some mystical or occult meaning.

. The two Sanskrit stanzas at the top read as under 
in modern Nagari:—

|j

m ^rm qfer^r u \ 11

3r?*rrrt?T ’i - m  11

w  n ^  u



. ^  Purport.
(1) This Sword of Kings JTdayaditya and Nam- 

varma, tbs worshippers of Siva, was ready equally 
for the protection of the (four) Vargas (classes of 
society) and of the Vargas or alphabet (meaning 
learning).

(2) This serpentine Sword of King TJdayadityfc 
intended for the protection of letters (learning) and. 
social classes has been set up as a badge for the 
breasts of poets (scholars) and kings (Balers).

But the most wonderful of Bhoja’s constructions 
was the Bbojpur Lake,1 a feat of hydraulic engineer­
ing forgotten by all till its ancient bed was recovered 
with great pains by Kincaid. The lake spread on the- 
valley of Betwa to the extent of 250 square miles.

The holy Betwa in its upper reaches sweeps, 
round hills, glides down broad valleys and races, 
down narrow glens and the region round ;has been 
the focus of religious and commercial activities since 
the days of Gautama, the Buddha. Here the first 
Bauddha Xcaryas preached and wrote their books..
It seems Bhoja was stricken with an unsightly 
skin disease and in those days, as is done by- 
Indians even to-day, it was diagnosed as a bind of 
leprosy; Bhoja’s doctors could not cure it and, as. 
Indian Rajas always did, he resorted to a holy San­
yas! for advice. The sanyasi prescribed that the king:, 
should construct a lake, larger than any other in 
India, and fed by 865 springs, one for every day in 
the year, and bathe in it at a specially chosen auspi­
cious hour. The Royal Engineers set about to- 
discover a proper site for the construction of the 
lake, and after long, tedious and expensive search,

1 Ind, Ant. xvii. pp. 318-52 on which this account is* 
based.

m ) )  BHOJA’S MONUMENTS J
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found it in the region of the bead-waters of the 
Bgtwa, 20 miles from where Bhopal now stands. 
Here was an extensive valley hemmed in by a ring 
of hills and in the hill-wall, there were only two 
breaks, one a little more than a hundred and the 
other about 500 yards wide. Bhoja’s engineers 
spanned them by two wonderful dams, each consist­
ing of a bund with an earthen core, faced on the 
inner and outer sides with immense blocks of stone. 
The skill of the artisans of the period can be judged 
from the fact that the blocks were laid, one on the 
other without mortar, hut yet their edges fitted so 
truly that the bund was absolutely water-tight.
It is needless to add that the faces of the bund 
sloped inwards from the base. The greater bund 
was about 40 feet high and 100 feet broad on the 
top on which runs to-day a part of the road from 
Bhopal to Kaliakheri,

But when the streams that flowed into the valley 
were counted, it was found that they were only 
359. The engineers cast about for means to bring 
up the streams to the mystic number 365 that were 
wanted by the sage ; then a chief of the G-onds, who 
then (as_now) inhabited this bit of the Dapdaka 
forest pointed out another stream, near, which 'was 
fed by six hill-springs. The chief's name was 
Kaliya and the grateful engineers called the river 
Kaliasot. But the Kaliasot which could increase 
the drainage area of the lake by about 500 square 
miles, flowed outside the well-enclosed valley which 
was to be the bed of the proposed lake. To utilise 
the waters of the Kaliasot, the engineers built near 
Bhopal twenty miles off, a magnificent Cyclopean 
dam, constructed exactly like the other two, but 
immensely broad for its length and height. Thus 
was created a storage tank from which the surplus
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waters could feed the lake during the three dry 
months that succeeded the ra ins; from here “ the 
river ran at right angles to its former course round 
the hills into the Betwa valley and became a most 
valuable feeder to the constructors of the great lake, 
because it carried the? surplus waters of the great 
lake into the larger lake.” The greater dam was so 
constructed as to turn the Kali as ot into the Betwa 
and from the top of the bund the old bead of the 
Kaiiasot can even now be seen. The hand itself is 
now so covered with jungle as to be invisible unless 
when very carefully scrutinised.

Thus was created the Bhojpur lake, in its days 
the largest and the most beautiful lake that adorned 
the surface of India, presenting to the view “ one 
unbroken sheet of water, except where islands added 
to i ts beauty ”, I t was in places a hundred feet 
deep and on all sides surrounded by high hills.
I t was provided with a waste weir by means of “ a 
cutting through the solid rocks of one of the lower 
hills on the east side “ I t  is at the blunt a pex of 
a triangular valley opening from near the great dam, 
and is probably two miles from it in a direct line.
Its  position so far from the dam affords another 
proof of the practical ability of the Hindu engineers 
of the time ; for any error in the levels would have 
quickly destroyed the dam which, though stone faced 
on both sides, was filled in by earth, and could 
not long have withstood an overflow. There are 
signs on its rocky and unbroken sides which show 
that high water-mark was within six feet of its top.”
The water weir is now buried in impenetrable 
jungle and was accidentally discovered by Col. 
Kincaid. When the waste weir valley was accessible 
a visit to it at the close of the rains would have 
been well worth making, for there could be seen the

' G°i^N\ / -v:'1 ' v. . . '/ ' ( '
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overflow falling flown in broken cascades to the 
Bgfcwa 100 feet below, and could be beard the 
waterfall roaring like thunder. The lake was a 
broad sheet of sweet water, refreshing alike to the 
eyes dried, and the lips parched, by the hot winds. 
From the broad bosom of the lake peeped now and 1 
again green islands relieving the monotony of the 
view ; the village of Dip (from Sanskrit Dvipa, 
island) standing on a small hill and now a station 
on the Bhopal State Bailway, testifies to the fact 
that it was in Bhoj.i’s time an island two miles in 
length spread on a hill standing in the borders of 
the Bhojpur lake. In those days trees like the 
pippal whose ever-trembling leaves shiver the rays 
of the sun into ever-moving dots of light, grew all 
around the lake; the ears were charmed by the 
shrill chirping of birds overhead and the gentle 
lapping of little waves at the feet. Here and there 
the jungle was cleared, breaking the verdure which 
clothed the hills round the lake and ran right down 
to the water’s edge and towns were built. One such 
town built first below the Waste weir was Bhojpur 
where more than one group of large flat stones mark 
the sites of Bhoja’s boat-houses. In that ruined city 
are the remains of a temple celebrated for its 
gigantic polished quartzite lingam. Not far from 
the northern end of the lake was built Bhopal, 
Bhoja’s pala (bund) on which nesties the ancient 
fort to the west of the modern city ; the fort is on 
the brink of the storage tank already described and is 
filled with remains of Jaina temples and the fine 
sculptures that characterise them. Beyond the 
western shore away on the mountains rose the 
powerfully-built fort of Gpnar defended by a deep 
dike cut out of the solid rock. Every morning 
Bhoja would sail on boats across the lake and 
leaving them in the boat-house, would inspect the



fort or visit tbe temples on the other shore and 
return to his palace for his mid-day meal. The 
vast watery plain cooled tbe atmosphere all round 
for several miles anti held up the water so that 
the river Be lwa was never in floods. Bhilsa and

r 'Other! towns hose below the flood level of the 
river and they enjoyed immunity from inundation 
which they do not to-day, for this wonderful 
piece of ancient Hindu engineering was destroyed 
by Shah Hussain, the greatest of the Mandu 
Sultans, a. little more than 400 years after it was 
built. He coveted the fertile land which formed 
the silt-covered bed of the lake for agricultural pur­
poses and ordered the smaller of the dams to be 
broken. It required an army of labourers to work 
for three months to destroy it and three years 
elapsed before the lake was emptied of its waters 
and thirty before tbe bed became dry enough for 
human habitation; but Shah Hussain did not live to 
.see the consummation of his hopes. Then numer­
ous little towns arose which now stud the valley 
where the lake existed; round the towns green 
wheat waves where the cool waters once rolled and 
the line of the BhSpal State Railway runs where 
Bhoja'a pleasure boats sailed in the breeze, and 
India’s sons pass across the bed of the lake on which 
sailed their forefathers of nine centuries ago, ignorant 
of the history of the site, notwithstanding the silent 
testimony of the great bund, tbe rained temples and 
tbe large stone pillars of Bhoja's boat-house past 

.which they are hauled by the railway engines 
snorting with a speed unknown to Bhoja’s boats 
which once silently slid along. Human eyes stare 
unintelligent on the jungle which has grown all 
round, the verdant hills stand grimly looking on and 
laughing at the mutations of human ambitions.

BHOJA’S MONUMENTS 1
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Bhoja was the beau ideal of his time in the matter 
of military heroism, patronage of poetry and other 
fine arts, aa well as of the useful arts. Modern 
Indian princes exhibit their prowess noton the field 
of battle, but only on those of cricket or football 
or polo but have otherwise kept up the ancient 
virtues. They and also modern princes of Industry 
and Commerce still emulate Bhoja in the founding 
of centres of learning and the erection of temples, 
larger and more ornate than those of the Lord of 
Dhara, and in thus helping the ancient culture of 
India to keep growing on from more to more,
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