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however, met with.great.opposition from the Toork- 
mans, aud the King, without having accomplished 
his object, was constrained to return to Ghizny.
A the year 428, the King com-
a.d. t032. rnai1ded Ahoon Tash to proceed from

. K hwaruzm, with his army, to oppose Ally- 
tugecn Suljook, who had invaded and conquered 
Samarkand and Bokhara. Altoon ‘rash marched 
to Mawnr-oobNehr, having been reinforced in the 
neighbourhood ofBuikh by 15,000 horse detached 
for the purpose from Ghizny, With this army he 
crossed the river Amoo, and continued his route to 
Bokhara, which having’ fallen without much oppo
sition, lie proceeded to Samarkand. Allytugeen, 
quitting the city, occupied a small village in the 
vicinity, having a river and a wood on one side, 
and a high mountain on the other. In this position 
he was attacked oy Altoon lash, when a party of 
AUytugeen’s horse, issuing from behind a hill on 
one flank, attacked the Ghiznevide army in the rear 
A great slaughter ensued, and Altoon Tash was 
severely wounded in a part of the body in which 
lie had formerly received a blow from a catapuita 
m taking one of the forts of Hindoostan. He, how- 
tvei, concealed' the circumstance from his army j 
ar,d having charged the enemy’s troops with great 
gallantry, they were put to flight alter an obstinate 
and bloody Conflict. After the battle Altoon Tash, 
assembling his principal officers, showed them his 
wound, and told them his end was approaching; 
that they nui -t now manage their own affairs; inti
mating, at the same time, that he thought it would be 
advisable to conclude a peace with the enemy. This
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"■ advice being approved, a messenger was despatched 
to Allytageen, that very night, with proposals, which 
were eagerly accepted. The conditions were, that 
Allytngeen should-keep possession of Samarkand, 
and that Bokhara should remain in the hands of 
Musaood. The two armies separated on the fol
lowing day, the one for Samarkand, and the other 
for- Khorassanf Altoon Tash died the day after ; 
but his death being concealed from the army, tire 
chiefs conducted the troops to Klnvnru/ni, When 
these accounts reached the King, he conferred the 
government on Haroon, the son of Altoon lash. 
During this: year the excellent Vizier Khvvaja 
Ahrnud, the son of Husstm Mymundy, died, and 
was succeeded in his office, by A boo Nusr Ahmad, 
the son of Mahomed, the son of A bool Sumud, 
private secretary to'Haroon, the son o f  Altoon 1 ash, 
who was now invited from Kh waruzrn for the pur
pose of receiving the official seals.

In  the year the King resolved on 
1' t  io33 -Making an expedition into India. He took 

the route of Soorsutty, situated among the 
hills of Kashmeer; the garrison of which fort being 
intimidated, sent messengers to the King, promising 
valuable presents, and an annual tribute, if  he would 
desist from bis enterprise. Musaood felt disposed 
to listen to the proposals, until he understood that 
some Mahomedan merchants, having been seized 
by the garrison, were then captives in the place. 
He accordingly broke up the conference, and be
sieged the fort, ordering the ditch to be filled up 
with sugar-canes*, from the adjacent plantations.

* This plant, is indigenous to India.
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This being done, he caused scaling-ladders to be 
applied to the walls; and the fort, after a bloody 
contest, was taken. The garrison, without distinc
tion, was put to the sword, except the women and 
children, who were carried off by the soldiers as 
slaves. The King, moreover, commanded that a 
part, o f the spoil should be given to the Maho- 
medans who had been prisoners in Soorsutty, and 
who had formerly lost their effects, This year was 
remarkable fo r  a great drought and famine in 
many parts of the world. The. famine was sue- 

a h 424, ceeded by- a pestilence which swept many 
a . :r>, 1039, thousands from the face o f the earth ; for

in less than one month 40,000 persons 
died in Ispahan alone. Nor did it rage.with less 
violence in Hindoostan, where whole countries 
were entirely depopulated. In the neighbourhood 
of Moosul and Bagdad also, the joodry (plague) 
raged to such a degree, that hardly a single house 
escaped without losing one or two of the family. 
a h In the year 4 2 3  Musaood marched his j.
a. a. 1034. a rm 7  to the north, in the direction o f

Amo! and Sary. The inhabitants op
posed him in liis progress, but they were dispersed 
by the imperial troops with little opposition. Aba 
Kalutyar*, the Prince of Tubristan, sent an am
bassador, subjecting- himself and his country to the 
King, at the same time sending his son Bahmun, 
and his nephew Sherooya, the son o f Soorkhab, to 
meet the King in the province of Koorkati. Mu-

* It is remarkable, i f  true, that any of the descendants of 
the ancient Persians should have reigned in Tubristan, without 
being converted, at so late a period as 424 of the Hijra.
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saood from thence marched towards Ghizny, and 
arrived at Nyshapoor. The inhabitants continued 
to complain bitterly of the incursions of the Sub 
jooks; and the King sent Boghtudy, and Boosein 
the son of Michael, with a force to attack them. 
When the Ghiznovide army reached the village, of 
Sendooz, a messenger came, from the Toorkmans 
with a letter to the following purpose : that « they 
fC were the King’s servants, and not at all desirous 
“ to disturb any body.but h is  enemies, provided 
“  they were enabled, by receiving an annual sub- 
“ sidy, to live at home without plunder, or were 
“ led out to war, that they might exercise what they 

deemed their only profession.” The .answer of 
Boghtudy was imperious and haughty. “  I hold 
“ no communion with you,” , said he, “ but with 
“  the. sword, unless you give over your cfepreda- 
“ tions, and submit yourselves implicitly to the .
“  authority of the King.”

The Suljooks, on hearing this message from their 
ambassador, advanced, and made a violent assault 
upon the camp of Boghtudy, but were repulsed, 
and obliged to fly, while Boghtudy, pursuing them 
with rapidity, took all their baggage, their wives, 
and their children. But returning from the pur
suit, while yet many of his troops were dispersed 
and intent on plunder, a body of the Suljooks 
issued from between two hills, and made a 
dreadful slaughter among his soldiers, whom 
he was unable to form with any regularity. The 
Ghiznevides defended themselves individually 
with great gallantry, and retreated for two days 
and nights, Hoossein, the son of Michael, could
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not be persuaded to quit the field, so that after 
most of iiis men were killed, be himself fell into 
the hands of the enemy. Boghtudy. fled, and 
carried advice of his own defeat to the King at 
Nyshapoor.

Musaood endeavoured, in vain, to conceal bis 
resentment and shame, and marched back 

a*>. loss, to Ghizny, in the year 426. In this year, 
also, one Tatiah an Indian chief) was 

employed to attack Ahimtd, the son of Daniel- 
tiigeen, who had rebelled in his government. On 
this occasion, Tatiah. was slain, and his troops 
defeated with great slaughter. Musaood, informed 
of this disaster, sent Tilok, the son of Jye Sein t, 
the commander of ail the Indian troops, to re- 
inforce him, who pursued the enemy so closely 
that many thousands fell into his hands, whtMs lie 
mutilated by cutting off their ears and noses.
Ah mud reached the banks of the Indus, and en
deavouring to cross the river, was drowned in the 
attempt. His corpse was soon after found, and his 
head being severed from his body, was sent to 
Gbizny.

In the year 427, a new palace was 
a® i &  finisiied at Cihizny. In it was a golden 

throne, studded with jewels, erected in

•  The name is written differently in various manuscripts, 
f  It is a remarkable fact, that even at so early a period of 

the history, the King of Ghizny should have a portion of his 
army composed of unconverted Hindoos, as is apparent from 
their names. It seems likely they were the local troops of 
Lahore.



"  ' a magnificent hall j over which was suspended, 
by a golden chain," a crown of gold, weighing-70 
nums*, emitting lustre from numerous precious 
.stones, forming a canopy for the King when he 
sat in state to give - public audience. In the same 
year be conferred the ensigns and drums of roy
alty on his son the Prince Modood, and sent him 
to the government of Bulkh, whilst he himself 
marched with an army to India, to reduce the fort 
of Hansy, which, according to the Tubkat Na- 
siry, is the ancient capital of Sewalik. The Hin
doos reckoned it impregnable, and were taught 
to believe it would never fall into the hands 
of the Mahomedans. On this occasion the Indian 
soothsayers, like-those of other nations, deceived 
their followers, for in the space of six days the 
King escaladed the place, and took it by storm. 
Herein he found immense t r e a su r ea nd  having 
put the fort under the charge of a trusty officer, 
he - marched towards the fort of Sonput Depal 
Hurry, the governor of Sonput, abandoned the 
place, and fled into the woods; but having no 
time to carry off his treasure, it fell into the con
queror’s hands. Musaood having ordered all the 
temples to be rased to the ground, and the idols 
to be broken, proceeded in pursuit of Depal Hurry, 
who was surprised by the King, and most of his 
army were taken prisoners, while he himself ef
fected his escape. From thence the King inarched 
against one Ram Ray, who, gaining intelligence of 
his approach, sent large presents of gold and 
elephants, excusing himself on account of his age,

* 1351b.
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from personally attending upon Musaood. The 
Ivvng received his presents and excuse, and re
frained from farther molestation ; then, leaving a 
trust) chief in Sonput, he took possession of all 
the countries in his rear, intending to return to 
(xhizny. When he reached Lahore, he left his 
son Modood there, conferring on him the govern
ment of that province, and the drums and ensigns 
of state; leaving with him Ayaz Khass, his fa
vourite counsellor and minister.

the year 4^8, Musaood again 
a! 1037. marched to Bulkh, to check the con

tinued encroachments of the Toork- 
nians, who, hearing of the King’s advance, left 
the country. The inhabitants of Bulkh addressed 
Musaood, and acquainted him that Toghrul Beg 
Suljooky, after his departure, had made frequent 
incursions into his territories, and crossing the river, 
had laid violent hands on the lives and property 
of his subjects, the King determined to attack 
Toghrul Beg in the ensuing winter, and in the be
ginning of the spring to make war on the other 
hordes of Suljooks in Khorassan. The omrahs of his 
court, with one accord, advised, him to march first 
against the Suljooks under Jakur Beg, who during 
the last two years had gained several advantages 
over the troops of Khorassan, and were daily ac
quiring new strength. Musaood at that time also 
received a copy of verses from one of the nobles 
of that province. “ The Suljooks,” said the poet,
“ who were once but ants, have now become 
“ little adders ; and if they are not soon destroyed,
“ they may in a short time become dragons.”
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But the -star of the King's fortune had now 
readied its zenith, and he would by no means listen 
to the advice of his officers. In hopes to con
quer the country lying before him, he threw a 
bridge over the Jylioon, anu crossing his at my 
without opposition, took possession of the whole 
province of Mawur-ool-Ne.hr. During the win
ter so much snow fell, that it v as v. un the ut
most difficulty he marched his lioops bach, to 
Gliizny. In the mean time, Jakur Beg Sidjooky 
moved from Suruksh against Bulkh, from whence 
Kh.wa.ja Ah mud, the vizier, wrote to the King 
begging that, as he had not a sufficient force to 
oppose tire enemy, the King would take steps to 
reinforce him. Musaood accordingly counter
marched his army towards Bulkh.

Toghrul Beg Suljooky, taking advantage of this 
circumstance, marched rapidly to Ghizny* plun
dered the King’s stables, and even sacked part of 
the capital before lie was repulsed. When Musaood 
reached the confines of Bulkh, Jakur Beg Sui- 
iooky retreated towards Mtitv. Ihe King, in 
conjunction with his son JVlodood, went in pursuit 
to Koorkan, when several persons came to camp, 
complaining of the ravages of Ally Koondoozy,
This Ally was little better than a common robber, 
though a man of considerable talent and cunning. 
Having refused to account for his conduct, and 
continuing his depredations, the King ordered a 
detachment to attack him, and he was driven by 
the King’s forces within the walls of a fort in the 
neighbourhood, where, with his whole family,, he 
was taken and subsequently hanged.



The Toofkmans hearing of the advance of 
the King towards Miirv, sent an ambassador pro
fessing obedience, provided the King would bestow 
on them a tract of country wherein they might 
settle. He consented to the proposal, and having 
despatched' a messenger to their chief, Mungoo 
Khan, invited him to come and conclude the 
treaty. The King, on their promise of future 
good behaviour, alienated a large territory for 
tlieif maintenance.

Musaood, after this event, marched towards 
H erat; but so little faith 'was kept by the Suljooks, 
that they attacked the rear of his army, carried 
off pan. of his own baggage, and slew a number of 
his guards. Incensed at this conduct, he shot a 
detachment in pursuit of them, which took a small 
party prisoners. He immediately ordered then- 
heads to be struck off and sent to Mungoo Khan, 
who excused himself, saying, that, for his part, he 
was glad they had met with their deserts, for he 
had no knowledge of their proceedings.

Musaood continued his march from Herat to 
Nyshapoor, and from thence to Taos. At Toos, he 
was attacked by-another horde of Suljooks, which 
he defeated with great slaughter; but having re
ceived intelligence that the inhabitants of Bad- 
wird had given up their forts to the Suljooks in 
that quarter, he marched immediately against them, 
retook the forts, and cleared that country o f the 
enemy. He now returned to ' Nyshapoor, where *

* 'FerisHta calls them, indifferently, Suljooks' anti Toorfe- 
maus.
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he spent the winter. In the spring of 
a . h . 430. t| ie year 430, he returned to Brdwird,
A 0 . 103.1. w,)jc ]) jiaj  been again invaded in his

absence by Toghrul Beg, who fled upon the Sooi- 
tan’s approach towards Badwird and Tedzen. 
Musaood returned by the route of Suruk.sh, 
whose inhabitants refused to pay the revenue,
Some of their chiefs being punished, the rest 
became more tractable, and after their submission 
the King continued his inarch to Dundunaken,
At this place the Suljooks, collecting their forces, 
surrounded the King’s array on the 8th hum- 

n s zan> A.II. 431, and secured the passes.on 
■XXSg. all sides. Musaood drew up Ids array in 
May 24. order of battle, to induce the enemy 

a .d . 1040. tQ c o m e  to action, which they by no 
means declined, advancing on all sides with bar
barous shouts, and with great impetuosity. This 
uncommon method of charging discouraged the 
Ghiznevide troops; and, whether through fear or 
perfidy, several generals, in the commencement of 
the battle, rode off with their whole squadrons, and 
joined the enemy.

The King, undismayed even by the defection of 
his officers, gallantly rode his horse to the spot 
where he perceived the conflict most bloody, per- I
forming prodigies of valour, unequalled perhaps by 
any sovereign ; but ids efforts were vein; for when 
he looked round he beheld nearly the whole of his 
array, excepting the body which he commanded in 
person, in full flight. The King thus deserted, and 
seeing no hope from the efforts o f his single arm, 
turned his steed, and trampling down the enemy,
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opened a road for himself with his own sword,
When he reached M n r v ,  he met with a few of the 
fugitives, who now began to collect from all quar
ters. He took from thence the way of Ghoor, and 
proceeded to Ghizny, where having seized the gene
rals who had so shamefully deserted him, he ordered 
Ally Dabye, Boghtudy, and Ameer Kajih Samany, 
to be conveyed to Hindoostan, and confined in hill, 
forts for life. Musaood, now finding himself un
able to withstand the power of the Suijoofc Toork- 
mansy resolved to withdraw to India, till he was 
able to collect forces sufficient to make another 
effort to retrieve his affairs. With this determin
ation, he left his son Modood, and his Vizier 
Khwaja Ahmud Bin Mahomed, the son of Alup- 
tugeen Hajib, to defend Bulkh, and ordered his 
other son, the Prince Madood, who had come from 
Lahore with 2000 horse, to secure Moultan. Mean
while the Prince Yezeedyar, another of his sons, 
was sent with a detachment to keep in check the 
mountain Afghans near Ghizny, who were in arms.
Having collected all his wealth from the different 
strong holds of Ghizny, and loading camels with 
it, he marched to Lahore. At this time he sent 
for his brother Mahomed, who had been pre
viously dethroned and blinded, as we have before 
mentioned.

When Musaood reached the caravan sei;a of 
Muriala on the Sind, (but according to others on 
the Jheehim, also called the Behut,) the house
hold troops, who had entered into a conspiracy 
with the camel-keepers, began to divide the trea
sure among themselves. The troops fearing the
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King's resentment, and not; choosing to refund the 
plunder, hastened in a mob to the blind Prince 
Mahomed, who had been before on the throne, 
and exalting him upon their shoulders, proclaimed 
him King, Musaood during this . time was col
lecting the only troops on whom he could rely to 
suppress the mutiny;  but no sooner was,it known 
that his brother was proclaimed., than ha found 
himself’ entirely deserted, and he became prisoner 
in the caravansera. .,'LThe mob pressing round him, 
he was constrained to give himself up into their 
hands, and was carried before the new King, Jia- , 
homed, who told him he had no design to take his 
life, and desired him to select some fort, whither 
he might retire with his family into confinement. 
Musaood, in this extremity, chose the fort of 
Kurry, but was left without the means of paying 
bis few menial attendants. This obliged him to 
send a person to his brother to request some 
money. v 1

Mahomed accordingly ordered the pitiful sum 
of 500 deenars to be sent him, upon which
Musaood, exclaim ed: “ O h ,...wont!crrftt 1 turn
W of fortune! A h,..cruel reverse' o f 'feted Yester-
“ day, I  was a mighty Prince, 3000 camels 
“ bending under my wealth * ; to-day I am

* I f  th is be taken literally , and that 3000 camels ca rried  bia 
w ealth, which must inc lude  all his cam p equipage, as, well as 
his treasure , the am ount would not exceed  belief. 3000 
camels, if all laden w ith silver, even, w ould not carry tw o and 
a half millions o f  specie, and we can hard ly  allow a g rea ter 
portion th an  one in ten o f  his carriage-cattle  for the convey
ance o f  gold and silver.
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** forced to beg, and am condemned, to receive but
c< the mere mockery of my wants.5-.f-W ith that-lie
borrowed 1000 deenars from his servants, and be
stowed them as a present upon his brothers5 mes
senger who had brought the 500 deenars, which 
he desired he might again carry back id his master.

On the - accession of Mahomed he advanced his 
son, the Prince Ahmud, to the government, re
serving-for himself only the name. The mind of 
Ahmud was by many supposed to be .strongly 

tainted with insanity. Shortly after his 
> o 1042 access‘°n.- in the year 4S3, -he, in conjunc

tion with his cousin Sooliman, the son 
o f Ameer Yoosoof Soobooktugeen, and the son of 
Ally Gheshawund-y, went to the fort of Kurry and 
assassinated Musaood with his own hand, while 
some affirm that he caused him to be buried alive in 
a well I t  has been by others asserted that Musaood 
was murdered by the orders of Mahomed himself.
God only knows the truth. The reign of Mu
saood, according to the Towareekh-Goozeeda, 
lasted nine years and nine months, and according 
to other histories, twelve years. He was a prince 
o f uncommon personal strength, and courage, 
affable, and of easy access $ generous to prodigality, 
particularly to learned men,-of whose company he 
was so extremely fond, that many were induced 
to come from all parts to his court. Among the 
most celebrated we must reckon Anvury Khan 
Khwaruzmv, a great philosopher and astronomer, 
who wrote an excellent treatise upon astronomy, 
called Musaoody; in reward for which he was pre

vent. r. i
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___ed with an elephant’s load of silver. * Aboo
Mahomed Nasahy was a man of eminent learning' 
in this age. He wrote a book entitled also Mu- 
saoody, in support of the doctrine of Aboo Hitneef, 
'which he presented to the King. The author of 
the Rozut-oos-s..dfa tells us,. that so extensive was 
the King’s charity, that on one occasion he be
stowed a lak of dinns f in alms during the month 
of Rutnzam, In the beginning of his reign he 
built many handsome mosques, and endowed 
several colleges and schools, which he caused to be 
erected in the different cities of his dominions.

* An elephant would not carry more than 3.5,000 rupees 
(3500 /.); and such a sum does not seem too large a remuner
ation for the author of a set of astronomical tables.

f  If we estimate the dirm. at 10d. the sum would exceed 
4144/
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Accession o f  M odood— takes revenge on the assassins o f  Ms 
fa th e r . •—  The Prince Maclood in In d in  refuses to acknow
ledge k u  brother k in g .—-M odood marches' to Lahore —  his 
brother dies suddenly . —  suljoohs invade 'I'ransoxania and, 
take B u lkh ,  —  The .Hindoo Rajas retake Ta hn esu ; -H a n s i f ,  
and Nugrakote, and advance to Lahore. —  Siege o f  Lahore  
By the Hindoos continues f o r  seven months —  is at length aban
doned. —  The Suljoohs defeated in Transoxanid by A lu p fn -  
geen H ajih.  —-  Voghnd B eg  Suljooky also defeated at Boost.
—-•Insurrections in the (ih izny  empire. —  Dissension.'’ among 
the chiefs o f  Modood  —  his death.

W  hem the news of the murder of Musaood reached 
the ears o f Mahomed the Blind, he wept bitterly, 
and severely reproached the assassins. At the 
same time lie wrote to the Prince Modood, then 
at Bulkh, that such and such people had killed his 
father, calling God to witness that his hands were 
dear of the wicked deed. To this Modood re
plied, sarcastically, « May God lengthen the days 
“ of k> good and merciful a king, and grant that 
‘ his mad son, Ahmud, may gain glory in the 

“  practice of regicide, till his reward be obtained 
“ from our bands! ”  Modood proposed marching 
immediately to revenge the death of his father, 
but was persuaded by his council to go first to 
Ghizny, where the citizens, upon his approach, 
thronged out to meet him, and expressed their joy 
in acclamations and congratulations.

i  2



( i f  f t )«; (ct
t(> 8001,TAN MODOOD-GHI2SBVY. I j l j

In the year 4S8, h«f inarched from 
I  v *1042 G hizny; while Mahomed the Blind, 

appointing his younger son, the Prince 
Namy, governor of Pishawvn andMoultan, inarched 
in person to the banks o f the .Indus, to oppose Mo* 
dood. The two armies met at D u n to o r ; an action 
ensued between tVie unde and nephew : victory de
clared in favors’: of Modood, while Mahomed with 
Ms sons, and the son of'Ameer Ally Cheahawundy, 
Noshtugeen Bulkhy, andSoohman, the son of Ameer 
Yoosoof, were taken prisoners. They were ah put 
to death, except the Prince Abdool Ruheem, the son 
of the late King Mahomed. Modood pardoceA 
Mm, because on one occasion, during the time his 
father Musaood was prisoner, when Abdool ftu- 
heem went with his brother Abdool Ruhrnan to 
visit him, the latter insultingly throw off Musaood'a 
royal cap ; Ruheem instantly took it up, and. re
placed it on the King’s head with much respect, 
reproving his brother for Ms ungenerous conduct.
' Modood having revenged his father’s death, built 

a town on the spot on which he had obtained the 
victory, and called it FuttehabacL H e carried the 
remains of the late Musaood sod h' &nr»;y. to be 
interred at Ghizny *, whither he returned, „md-ap
pointed Ahmud, the son of Hnssun Myrcnhdy, hfe 
vizier. But soon after, removing him from the office, 
he conferred the dignity on Khwaja Xanby aud de
puted the late Vizier Ahmud, with a force to Meni- 
tan, against the Prince Natmy the ma o f  .his uncle 
Mahomed* who was attacked and slain,. The King

*  The position is not determined.
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had now no rival of whom he was apprehensive'but 
his own brother Madood, who was then in posses
sion of Lahore and its dependencies. This brother, 
on the murder of his father, marched from Moul- 
tan, and, at the instance of his minister Ayaz 
Khass, occupied all the country east of the Indus, 
as far as Hansy and Tahnesur.

Modood, finding that his brother refused to pay 
him allegiance, ordered an army against him, and 
Madood, apprised of this circumstance, marched 
from Hansy, where he then resided, with his whole 
force, to oppose the troops of Modood, whom he 
met, before they reached Lahore, on the 6th Zilhuj,

Zilhuj n. The army of Modood was
so numerous, that Madood’s forces were

a '^T o.u 0,1 ° f flying» when several of the
chiefs deserting their colours, enrolled 

themselves under the banners of the latter. But 
fortune or treachery here befriended Modood. On 
the morning of the festival of Koorban *, Madood 
wasfbund dead in his bed, without any previous com
plaint or apparent cause ; and as, on the following 
day his vizier, Khwaja Ayaz, was also found dead, 
it is supposed they were- poisoned. Madood’s 
army now marched under the banners of Modood, 
so that the southern countries also submitted 
quietly. Nor was Modood less fortunate in the 
north. I he province of Mawur-ool-Nefar, which 
had for some time asserted its independence, sub
mitted to his authority. But the Suljooks (not
withstanding the King had espoused $ daughter

* fb is  festival is kept h\ commemoration o f  the intended 
sacrifice by Abraham of his son Isaac.

i 8
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of Jftkur Beg) began to make fresh incursions into 
his territories.

In the year 485, the Raja of Dehiy, 
a . h . 43,7. j n  conjunction with other rajas, retook 
a-w-JOA., H ,mg^  Tahnesur, ami their depend
encies, from the governors to whom Madded 
bad entrusted them. The Hindoos from thence 
marched towards the tort ot Nagrakbte, which 
they besieged; for four months ; arid the gar
rison being distressed for provisions, and no suc
cours coming from Lahore, was under the ne
cessity of capitulating. The Hindoos, according' 
to their practice, erected new idols, and recom
menced the rites of idolatry. We are told, that 
on this occasion the Raja of Dehiy, (aware, no 
doubt, of the embarrassed circumstances of the 
empire of Ghizny,) pretended to have seen a 
vision, in which the great idol of Nagrakote had 
appeared, and told him that, having now revenged 
himself upon Ghizny, he would meet him at Na- 
grakote in. his former temple. This story being 
propagated by the Bram‘ms, who, probably, were in 
the secret, it gained credence among the super
stitious, by which means the Raja was joined by 
zealots from all pans, and soon saw himself at the 
head of a numerous host. With this army, as we 
have already mentioned, he besieged Nagrakote, 
and when the place surrendered, he took care to 
have an idol of the same shape and size with the 
former (which he had caused to be made at 
Dehiy) introduced in the night, into a garden in 
the centre of the place. This image being dis- 

vered in the morning, great rejoicing occurred
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among its deluded votaries, who exclaimed that 
their god had returned from Ghizny. The Raja 
and the Brahmins, taking advantage o f the cre
dulity o f the populace, carried the idol with great 
pomp into the temple, where it received the ador
ation and congratulations o f the people. The story 
raised the fame o f the shrine to such a degree, that 
thousands came daily to worship from all parts o f 
Ilindoostan, as also to consult the oracle upon all 
important occasions; and at this particular time, 
the offerings o f gold, and silver, and jewels, brought 
and sent by the different princes from far and 
near, is supposed to have nearly equalled the 
wealth Mahmood carried away. The method o f 
consultation was this: —  The person who came to 
enquirer- into futurity slept on the floor of the 
temple before the idol, after drinking a dose which 
the Bramins prescribed to create dreams, from 
which they predicted the fortune o f the enquirers 
in the morning, according' to their own fancy.

The success of the Raja of Dehly gave such 
confidence to the Indian chiefs of Punjab (the 
province through which the five branches o f the 
Indus flow), and other places, that though before 
this time, like foxes, they durst hardly creep from 
their holes, for fear o f the Mussulman arms, yet 
now they put on the aspect o f lions, and openly 
set their masters at defiance. Three of those 
Rajas, with 10,(XX) horse and an innumerable army 
o f foot, advanced and invested Lahore. The Ma- 
homedans, in defence of their laws, their families, 
and their effects, exerted themselves to the utmost j 
and, during the period o f seven months, defended

i 4

' • • 1 .............>“>«



§( f  A  "
SOOJLTAN MODOOfrOIlIZNEFY. L 7 A .J

the town, street by street, for the walls being bad, 
were soon laid in -ruins. Finding, however, that, 
in the end, they must be overpowered, unless 
speedy .succours arrived, they bound themselves 
by oath to devote their lives to victory or martyr
dom; and making a sally, presented themselves 
in. order of battle before the enemy’s camp, . The 
Hindoos, either struck by their unexpected appear
ance, or intimidated by their resolution, betook 
themselves to flight, and were pursued with great 
slaughter.

In the year preceding (A.H. 484), the King sent 
Aluptugeen Hajib with an army to Tokharisten, 
against the ever-restless Suljooky. When he 
reached that place, he heard that Jakur Beg, the 

» son of Daood, had advanced to Annum * j but 
as the two armies drew up in order of battle, the 
chief of the Snljooks (a young man without ex
perience) marshalled his troops with such want 
of skill, that they charged before all the horse 
had properly formed. This circumstance occa
sioned confusion, so that being firmly received they 
were broken, and totally routed with heavy loss. 
Aluptugeen having returned from the pursuit, 
marched to recover Bulkh, which the Snljooks had 
taken. Not long after, the Snljooks returning 
with a powerful force, appeared before the same 
place Bulkh not being taken, and Aluptugeen, 
finding himself too weak to engage the enemy 
in the field, wrote to Modood for succour. But 
no reinforcements arriving, and the general’s dif-

* This place does not appear in any maps.
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lieu!ties daily increasing, he determined to aban
don his attempt on Bulkh ; and fell back by the 
route of Kabul on Ghizny, with a small portion 
of his army. 'I be popular outcry,.: however, was 
so strong against this unfortunate officer, that Mo- 
dood, in order to silence the clamour, suffered 
him to be put to death. About this time, the 
loorkraans of Toghrul Beg made an incursion into 
Hie Ghiznevide territories by the way of Boost, 
against whom Modood sent an army, which gave 
them a sign 1 defeat.

In the year 486 Khwaja Tahir, the 
t v .  w u . vizier> died> and Khwaja Abool Futteh 

Abdool Ruzak, the son of Ahmud, and 
grandson of llussun Mymundy, was raised to that 
office, in  the same year, Toghrul Beg # was sent 
with a force towards Boost; from whence having 
proceeded to Seestan, he brought the brother o f 
Abool Fuz! Oozbuky, entitled Aboo Munsoor, who 
had rebelled against the King, prisoner to Ghizny. 
f  he Suljooks, in the following year, having col
lected their forces, directed their march towards 
Ghizny, and plundered the palaces of Boost 
and Rubat Ameer. 1 oghrul Beg was ordered 
against them. He defeated them with great 
slaughter, and pursued them out of the country.
After this victory, Toghrul Beg marched imme
diately against the Foorkraans of Kandahar, called 
Kuzil-bash owing to their wearing red caps, and 1

1 i)is chiet must not be confounded with the famous 
Toghrul Beg Suljooky.

f  Kuzil-bash, literally red beads: the appellatlcm has de
scended to the Toorks of eastern Persia to this day.
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defeating them also, took many prisoners, whom 
he brought to Ghizny.

In the 488th- year, Toghfjil: Beg 
a’x-11M6 was aSain ordered to Boost, with a 

numerous army ; bu t; whenVhe. arrived 
at Tukeabad, he began to entertain treasonable 
designs against his sovereign. ‘News of his revolt 
reaching Modood, he sent some persons to en
deavour to reclaim him, with a promise of pardon.
To this overture Toghml Beg replied, that 
the reason of this step was to Secure himself; 
that he had information of a plot formed against 
Iris life, by those sycophants whose only business 
was to stand by the throne, and to amuse the ears 
of the King with lies and flattery, and that being 
once driven into rebellion, he had now gone too 
far to retreat. Though the King’s messengers pro
duced no effect on Toghrid, they found most of the 
chiefs with -him still loyal, and they induced others 
to abandon him, who had joined rather from the 
desire of novelty than from any real cause of disaf
fection. The messengers now returned, and having 
told the King how matters stood, he ordered Ally, 
the son of Rubeea, one of his generals, with 
@0,000 horse, to join the insurgents, and to pro
mote the dissensions already begun in their camp. 
Togbrul Beg, accordingly, was, soon after, deserted 
by his army, and betook himself to flight with a 
few adherents.

Ameer Bastugeen Hajib, another chief, was, in 
the same year, sent to Ghoor, to the assistance- of 
the son of Yehya Ghoory, who joined him with 
his force, and they both marched against, Aboo



Ah y, ruler of Ghoor, and drove him into a fort *, 
wherein he was besieged and taken prisoner.
Tiiis place was reckoned so strong, that no one 
had attempted its reduction for 700 years. When 
Ameer Bastugeen Hajib found himself master of 
die fort, he treacherously laid hands on the son 
of v ehya Gboory, whom he came to support, and 
carried him in chains, with Aboo Ally, to Ghizny, 
where the King ordered both to be beheaded. 
Ameer Bastugeen Hajib was sent soon after 
against Byram Daniel, a chief of the Suljooks.
He met the enemy in the districts of Boost, where 
A. ri 4S9_ he engaged and defeated them. In the 
a . d . 1047. y e/dV *,e was sent against Khoozdar, 

the ruler of which refused to pay the 
usual tribute; but he obliged him to comply with 
the King’s demands, and returned with his army 
to Ghizny.

In the following year, Modood, on one and the 
same day, conferred the royal dress, drums, and 
colours, on his two eldest sons. These were Mah- 
mood, whom he sent to Lahore, and Munsoor, 
whom he sent to the province of Burkistwar.
At the same time, Aboo Ally Kotwal of Ghizny 
was deputed to command the army in India, and 
to maintain the conquests in that quarter, Aboo 
Ally first marched to Pishawur, and took the fort 
ot Myhtiila, which had rebelled against the King’s 
authority, from fhence lie sent a letter to Bheejy 
Ray, a general of the Hindoos, who had done 
much service in the time of Mahmood, inviting

* The name is not mentioned in any of my MSS.

SOGLTAN MODOOD GHIZKTEVY. l S d ^ l .  J



Cki
^  J f2 1 )  SOOLTAN MODOOI1 GHIZKEVV. ~J

. i 1 ■'1-1 ,, *'' t"\ ' ' i 1 1.,

him to. come to. the court of Ghizny, whence he 
'had fled on account of some political dissensions* 
and had, taken tip his abode in the mountains 
of Kashmeer.

While Aboo Ally was employed in settling the 
countries on the Indus, some malicious chiefs in 
his camp forwarded complaints against him to the 
King, who, having sent for him to Ghizny, im
prisoned and made him over in charge to Meeruk, 
the son of Hoossein. This chiefs moved by former 
enmity, as well as by a design to extort money, 
put him to the rack, on which he died. Fearing 
lest the King should enquire for the prisoner, and 
order him to be produced, he endeavoured to 
divert Modood’s mind till he should be able to 
frame an excuse, for the death of Aboo Ally. He 
prevailed with the; Sooltan, in the first place, to 
undertake an expedition against Khbrassan, by the 
way of Kabul. Modood proceeded by the route of 
Shujawund add Logur *, and reached the fort of 
Sealkote t, where considerable treasure had been 
deposited. Here he was seized with a violent 
bowel complaint, and was obliged, to return in a 
litter to Ghizny, while his vizier. Abd. \  Ruzak, 
with the army, having matched into Seestau, 
opposed the Suljooks, and penetrated Into that 
country. 1

On the King’s arrival at .Ghizny, he ordered 
Meeruk Hoossein to bring his prisoner, Aboo Ally,

* This place appears, in Mr. Elphinstone’s map, SO inlles 
north of Ghizny, and about 20 south of Kabul, 

f  This is not the Sealkote in India Proper.
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in order that he might be released ; but Meeruk 
contrived excuses, and before the eridpf a week,
Eujub 24, t l̂e King died, on the 24th Rujub, in 
a. h. 4)41. the year 441, having reigned upwards 

Dec. 24. o f  nine years. Previously to his death,
'* he had prevailed on the provinces of 

Batnyan and Mawur-ool-Nehr to unite all their 
resources in order to act against the Suljooks j but 
as the stars of this race were on. the rise, they met 
with no obstacle to their final and entire success.

■ 1 ' ^
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SOOLTAN MUSAOOD II. BIN-MODOOD GHIZNEVY.

Ally Bin Rubeea raises Musaood, the infant son q f  Modood, to 
the throne. —  Aluptugeen espouses the cause o f  Abool Flussun 
Ally, a son of Musaood the First. —  The infant, Musaood, is 
deposed.

A f t e r  the death of Modood, Ally Bin Rubeea, 
Khadisn, formed a design to usurp the throne 5 
but concealing his intentions ill the first instance, 
he raised Musaood, the son of Modood (a child 
of four years old), to the musnud, Aluptugeen 
Hajib, one of the principal officers of Sooltan 
Mahraood’s court, not having been made ac
quainted with the measure, deemed himself in
sulted, and drew off with that half of the army 
which was in his interest. The troops, thus divided, 
came to action; in which Ally Bin Rubeea being 
worsted, the party of Aluptugeen Hajib espoused 
the cause of Abool Hussun Ally, one of the sons 
of the Emperor Musaood, who had escaped, the 
resentment of Ally Bin Rubeea, and proclaimed 
him king, deposing Musaood, after a nominal 
reign of sis days.



. .SOOLTAN A BOOL H U S SU N  ALLY

AiU'Htls Ijie throne, and marries the widoiv o f  the late K ing,
Meaood, daughter o f  Jahur Beg S u ljo o h j.— A lly  B in  
Ruhcea flies fro m  the capital, after plundering the treasury, 
accompanied by the household troops —  reduces a part i f  the 
country o f  the Afghans f o r  him self  —  A fpol Kusheed,'a son 
of Som an Mahmood, raises an army, sets up, his pretensions 
to the throne, and advances to Clhizny — i- feeb ly  opposed by 
Sooltan Abaci Hus sun A lly, who u  defeated and taken 
prisoner.

Shaban i. hhida) , the 1st of Shaban, in the
a. h. 441. year M<1, Sooltan Abpol Hussmi Ally
S^'ioiD ascended thc throne of Ghizny, and 

espoused the widow of his brother Mo- 
flood, daughter of Jakur-Beg Suljooky. In the 
mean time Ally Bin Rubeea in conjunction with 
Meeruk Hoosein, broke open the treasury, and 
plundering' from thence as much gold and jewels 
as they could conveniently carry, fled with a band 
of tiie household troops, and some of the chiefs 
whom they had brought over to their interest, to
wards Pishawur and Punjab, on the Indian fron
tier, At Pishawur, being joined by the natives, 
they raised a great army, and having reduced 
Mooltan and Sind, subdued, by force of arms, the 
Afghans who had declared their independence in 
that country. Phis nation had taken advantage 
of the public disturbances, to plunder those pro-

VOL. i. k

|(f) | ws <SL



A?' vinces which Ally Ilubeea held independently of 
the crown, till the accession of Sooltan Abool 
Rusheed.

In the year 443 the King sent for 
A' H‘ tJJ, his brother Murdair Sliah and Yeyeed- 
A,JJ‘ yar from the fort of Bulameea*, where 
they had been imprisoned, restored them to liberty, 
and treated them with affection and kindness.^
At this time, however, Abool Rusheed, a son of 
the Emperor Mahmood, formed a  party in  h is  Own  
favour. The King opened the treasury, and in
creased the strength of his army, but his power 
daily declined. Abool Rusheed advanced to 
Ghizny, and having gained a complete victory, as
cended the throne in the latter end of the same 
year. Sooltan Abool Husson Aliy reigned little 
more than two years,

* There is a town of this name on the north bank of the 
Khoorwn, about 50 miles due east of Gliizny,

SOOI.TAN- ABOOL HUSSUN ■ALLY. ( f i l
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Gatiies whisk led to the ‘pretensions set fo rth  by Soollari Ahool 

Rusktoed. — Aliy B w  Rubeea, who had occupied all she ter
ritory east o f  Kabul, is induced to acknowledge the supremacy 
o f the King o f  Ghizny, — Nagrakote retaken from  the H in 
doos by assault. — Toghrul, an officer o f  the government, who 
had espoused the daughter o f  Modood, is sent with an (trim/ 
to Seestan —*■ aspires to ike throne — besieges (Shinny. — The 
King compelled to surrender to the rebel, by •whom he is put to 
death.-*-* Toghrul causes the daughter o f  Musaood the First 
to marry him, — she is induced by Noshluge.cn Hajib to 
procure his assassination,

SooLTAsr Abool Rusheed, according to the most 
authentic accounts, was a son of the Emperor Mah- 
mood, and by the orders of Modood was imprisoned 
in a castle situated between. Roost and Isfira, The 
events which led to his accession are as follow: 
Abdool Ruzak, Bin Ahmad, Bin Hussun My- 
niundy, was the minister of Sooltan Modood, and 
had actually collected a force to quell an insurrec
tion in Seestan, when hearing of the death of his 
master, he put off the object of his expedition, and 
halted at Tuckeeabad with his army. Here, in con
junction with Khwaja Abool Fuzl, Rusheed the 
son of A!toon Tash, and Noshtugeen Hajib 
Joorjy, in the fatter end of the year 443,, Abdool 
Ruzak released the Prince Abool Rusheed, and 
placed him on the throne (according to his own 
statement), by the express command of the late 
Sooltan Modood.

K 2



Abool Hussun Aliy, then actually iti possession, 
made no resistance, but fled, and being seized by 
some of the zemindars of the country, was brought 
prisoner before Abool linsheeri, ami confined in 
the fort of Didiroo. * ' 1 he King now prevailed on
Aliy Bin Jiuheea, who had usurped the Ghiznevde 
conquests in India, to return to his allegiance, and 
to come to Ghizny. Nos.htuge.-n Hajib being ap
pointed ruler over the provinces east of the Indus, 
and having received the rank of m\ Ameer, pro- 
needed with an army to Lahore.

Here having heard that Nagrakotc had fallen 
imo the hands of the Hindoos, he proceeded, and 
bid siege to that place, and on the tith day scaling 
the walls, took it by assault. Toghrul Hajib, also, 
who had been raised to the rank of a noble by 
Modood, and who married his daughter, was now 
sent to reduce Seestan, at this time in a state 
of levolt, and which he soon brought under 
subjection. Impelled by a spirit of ambition, he 
conceived hopes of gaining the crown ; and raising 
a great army, marched towards Ghizny. Sooltan 
Abool Rusheed, almost destitute of troops, was 
compelled to remain shut up within the town, 
which shortly fell into the hands of Toghrul, 
where the King with nine of the blood-royal were 
inhumanly put to death by the usurper, who for
cibly espoused a princess of the house of Ghizny 
(the daughter of the late Sooltan Musuood), 
previously to ascending the throne. Toghrul did 
not long enjoy the fruits of his wickedness. He

* This place is not in any of the maps I have seen.
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wrote to Ameer Noshtugeen Hajib, endeavouring 
to prevail on that chief to acknowledge him. but 
he was answered with the contempt he deserved.
Not content with-'giving him a refusal, Noshtu
geen communicated privately' with the daughter 
of Mnsaood, whom the tyrant had compelled to 
many him, as well as with all the omras, whom 
he knew retained their attachment to the imperial 
family, urging them to revenge the death of their 
sovereign, so that a conspiracy was forthwith 
formed, and put in execution on new-year’s day * ; 
when, as Togjhml was stepping up to the throne to 
give public audience, he was assassinated. Thus 
the usurper at the end of 40 days met his well 
merited fate.

After this important event, Noshtugeen arrived at 
Ghizny with his army, and calling a council of 
state, enquired whether any yet remained.of the 
royal race of Subooktugeen. Being informed that 
the Princes Furokhzad, Ibrahim, and Shoojaa were 
still alive, but imprisoned in a fort, he caused them 
to be brought to Ghizny, and resolved that fortune 
should decide by lot who should reign. She fa
voured Furokhzad, who was accordingly raised to 
the throne.

The author of the Tubkat Nasiry states that 
Toghrul being one day asked by one of his as
sociates, what induced him to think of aspiring 
to the empire, replied, that when the Emperor 
Abool Itusheed despatched him to take the go-

* The nowroo?. is the day o f  the vernal equinox, on which the 
Persian year commences.
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vernment of Seestan, he perceived that his hand 
trembled; from which circumstance he concluded 
that he was destitute of that resolution requisite 
to retain a kingdom# The reign of Sooltan Abool 
liusheed lasted one year,

... : • \ . if,. .
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SOOLTAN -F.UROKHZAD GHfZNEVY.

Noshtugeen assists' in placing Fttrokhxad on the throne, and is 
created minister. — Jdlcur Beg Suljooly advances against 
G hizny  — is opposed and defeated by Noshtugeen. —  The 
King, attended by his minister, proceeds to Khorassan, tind. 
recovers it fro m  the Suljooks, — M utual exchange o f  pri
soners between, the Suljoohs and Ghiznevides. — .Death o f  
Furokhzad.

\ \ '  hen Furokhzad, the son of Musapod, placed 
the crown upon his head, he made over the ad
ministration of his government to Noshtugeen 
Hajib. Jakur Beg Daood, chief of the Suljooks, 
hearing of the late commotions in the empire, 
seized the opportunity to invade Ghizny, and ad
vanced .with, a numerous army, while Noshtugeen 
Hajib, collecting his forces, went forth to oppose 
him. Both armies having engaged, the battle was 
obstinate and bloody, and lasted from the rising to 
the setting of the sun, when the victory still re
mained undecided ; for though thousands fell on 
both sides, the troops continued to fight regardless 
of danger. Success at length declared in .-favour 
of Noshtugeen Hajib, while his enemies having 
taken to flight, left their camp-equipage and bag
gage to the conquerors, who returned victorious 
to Ghizny. This battle served to establish Fu
rokhzad so firmly on his seat, that he resolved to 
recover Khorassan from the Suljooks. The latter 
were commanded by Kulbarik, one of their prin-

K 4
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eipal leaders, who with a numerous army was 
defeated with great slaughter. Kulbarlk and 
several other persons of note were taken prisoners. 
Intelligence o< this disaster being conveyed to 
Jakur Beg Suljooky, be directed an army to march 
under the command of his son Alp Arshin. Alp 
Arslan advancing, opposed the King of Ghizny 
with undaunted resolution, and by defeating'him. 
retrieved the character of the Suljooks, who took 
manJ_ of the Ghizny officers prisoners in the 
pursuit. Furoklizad, having reached his capital, 
called Ivulbarik and all the Suljook prisoners into 
his presence, and bestowing on each a dress, 
gave them their liberty. The Suljooky, on Iris 
return home, represented in so strong a light the 
humanity of the King, that Jakur Beg, rather than 
be outdone in generosity, caused the prisoners of 
Ghizny to be also released.

bool tan Furoklizad, who, according to the, Rozul- 
OOSrSuffh, was the son of Musaood (though Ahmud- 
oolla Moostowfy calls him the son of Abool Ru- 

sheed), reigned six years. In the year 4.50 
a . d . 1058. became afflicted with dysentery, and 

died. The year before his death,' some 
of his slaves made art attempt on bis life while in the 
hatJi; but Furoklizad, wresting a sword out of the 
hand of one of them, killed several, and defended 
himself against the rest, till his guards, hearing 
the noise, came to Ids rescue, and put the slaves 
to death. His first vizier was Hussun, the son of 
Mehratn, and, ,tn the latter part,of his reign, Aboo 
Bukr Saleh,
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SOOLTAN IBRAHEEM BIN MOSAOOD L GHiZNEVY.

Furokhzad is succeeded by his brother Ibraheem  —  confirms to the 
Sutjooks a ll the territory in their possession which they had  

J i  m  time to time wrested fr o m  the house o f  Ghizny. —  The  
Prince M m aood, the K ing's son, is w a rn ed  to ike daughter 
o f  M idlik Shah Sidjooky . —  Ibraheem invades Ind ia  —  takes 
Ajoodhun , Itoodpal, and Derct. —  His death and character.

F urokhzad was succeeded by his brother 
Ibraheem. He was remarkable for morality and 
devotion, having in his youth subdued his sensual 
appetites. H e caused the fast of Ramzan to be 
continued during the months of Rujub and Shabao, 
and kept the entire three months holy with strict 
punctuality. This observance of religious forms 
did not prevent his paying due attention to .his 
government and to the administration o f justice, 
xs well as giving large sums in charity to the poor.
[t is related in the Jama-ool-Hikayat. that he was 
n the habit of hearing lectures on religion and 
morality from Imam Yoosoof Shujawjindy, who on 
such occasions used to take the liberty of reproving 
ns master, but neVer received any check from his 
sovereign on that account. This Prince excelled 
n the art of fine writing 3 and in the libraries of 
Mecca and Medina there are two copies of the 
Koran, written in his own hand, sent as presents 
o the Caliph. In the first year o f his reign he 
concluded a treaty of peace with the Suljooks,
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ceding to them ail the countries they had con
quered, on condition that they would make no 
further encroachments on his dominions. At the 
same time, his son Musaood espoused the daughter 
of Muliik Shah Suljooky, and a channel of friend
ship and intercourse was opened between the two 
nations. ■ ' ; fiA';

We are told that before this peace was concluded,
Muliik Shah Suljooky had evinced an intention to 
invade Ghizny, which greatly intimidated Ibra- 
heem, who being then in no condition to oppose 
him, adopted the following scheme. He wrote 
letters to the principal chiefs of Muliik Shah’s 
army, and despatched them.by a messenger who 
was particularly instructed how to proceed. The 
purport of these letters was to importune the chiefs 
to whom they were directed to hasten the King’s 
march to Ghizny, lest their plans should be pre
maturely discovered, and that they might depend 
upon his fulfilling his engagements to their satis
faction.

The messenger took an opportunity one day, 
when Muliik Shah was hunting on the road to 
Ghizny, to come running, towards him, but on dis
covering the King stole slowly away, which creat
ing suspicion, he was pursued by some horsemen, 
and brought back. On being searched, the packet 
was found on him, though he had previously suf
fered himself to be severely bastinadoed, without 
confessing that he had any papers. The King 
read the letters, but the power of the supposed 
conspirators was such, that he felt there was great 
danger in accusing them. The circumstance, how-
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ever, bad the effect' of exciting such suspicion in 
his mind that he, from that time, was desirous of 
peace, arid’ abandoned his expedition. Ibraheem, 
thus freed from apprehensions of the Suljooks, 
sent an army to India* and conquered many places 
in that country, , which before had not been visited ^  
by the Mussulman arms.

In the year 472, he inarched in per- 
A" d' 1079 son 'to that quarter, extending his 
A' D' "" conquests to the fort of Ajqodhun, 
called now Puttun of Sheikh Fureed ShukrGunj.
This place being taken, he returned to another 
fort, called ftoodpai*, situated on the summit of 
a steep'hill. A river embraced it on three sides, 
and a small peninsula connected it with other 
hills, entirely covered with an impervious wood, 
and much infested by venomous' serpents. These 
circumstances did not discourage the King from his. 
attempt, who ordered some thousand pioneers to 
clear the wood, which they effected in. spite of 
opposition. The rock on which the fort stood 
being soft, the miners carried their galleries in the 
course of time under the-walls, which were brought 
down .in ruins, and the garrison surrendered. The 
King marched from thence to another town in the 
neighbourhood, called D era t, the inhabitants of 
which came originally from Khorassan ; and were 
banished thither with their families by Afrasiab, for 
frequent rebellions. Here they had formed them
selves into a small independent statey and being

* The situation of this place has not been fixed.
f  ]>em seems a common name in the vicinity o f Mooltan for 

a town.
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cut off from intercourse with their neighbours, 
hy a belt of mountains nearly impassable, had, 
preserved their ancient customs and rites, by not 
intermarrying with any other people. The King, 
having with infinite labour cleared a road for his 
army over the mountains, advanced towards 
Dera, which was well fortified. This phee was 
remark able for a fine lake of water about ohp para- 
sang and a half in circumference ; the waters of 
which did not apparently diminish, either from the 
heat of the weather, or from being used by the 
army. At this place the King was overtaken by 
the rainy season; and his army, though greatly 
distressed, was compelled to remain before it for 
three months.' But as soon as the rains abated, 
he summoned the town to surrender and acknow
ledge the faith.

Sooltan Ibtaheenfs proposal being rejected, he 
renewed the siege, which continued some weeks, 
with great slaughter on both sides. The town, at 
length, was taken by assault, and the Maho- 
medans found in it much wealth, and 100,000 
persons, whom they carried in bonds to Ghiany. 
Some time after, the King accidentally saw one of 
those unhappy men carrying a heavy stone with 
great difficulty and labour, to, n palace which lie 
was then building. This exciting his pity, he com
manded the prisoner to throw it down and -leave 
it there, at the same giving him his liberty. This 
stone happened to be on the public road, and 
proved troublesome to passengers, but as the King’s 
rigid enforcement of his commands was universally 
known, no one attempted to touch it. A courtier
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one day having stumbled with bis horse over this 
stone, took, occasion to mention it to the King, 
insinuating* that he' thought it would be advisable 
to have it removed. To which the .King replied,
“ l commanded it . to be thrown, down and left 
“  there; and there it must remain as a monument 
“ of the calamities of war, and to commemorate 
u my sense of its evils. I t  is. better for a king 
“  to be pertinacious in the support even of an 
■“ inadvertent command, than that he should depart 
“  from his royal word/* The stone accordingly 
remained where it was ; and was shown as a curi
osity in the reign of Sooltan Beirarn several years 
afterwards,

Ibraheem. had 86 sons and 40 daughters by a 
variety of women : the latter of whom he gave 
in marriage to learned and religious men. The 
death of this monarch, according to some authors, 
took place in the year 481, which would limit Ins 
reign to 31 years; others fix it in the year402, 

which extends it to 42 years. In the 
A 'n 'im k  early part of his reign the vizarut was 

conferred successively on Aboo Soheif 
Knoojundy, and Khwaja Musaood Iluzehy; and in 
the latter part of his reign it was exercised by 
Abdool Humeed Ah mud, Bin Abdool Sumud, 
who became the subject of a poem from the pen 
of Aboo! Furr eh, who flourished in bis time.
This famous author was a native of Seestan, ac
cording to some, but according to others, of 
Ghizny.



SOOLTAN M U8AOOD III. BIN  IB R A IIE E M  
.GHIZNEVY

Succeeds his fa ther -— marries the daughter o f  Sooltan Sunjur 
Suljooky— . deputes his general, H ajili J'oghantugeen, to malce 
conquests in India» — Death o f  Sooltan Musaopd the Third,

’MusAopn, the son of' Ibraheem, ascended the 
throne on the demise of his father. He was en
dowed with a benevolent and generous disposition, 
nor was he less celebrated for his justice than tor 
his policy. He revised the ancient laws and re
gulations of the state, he abrogated such as he 
thought objectionable, and substituted others 
founded on better principles. He espoused the 
Princess Mchd-Irak, sister o f Sooltan Sunjur Sul- 
jooky.

In his feign Hajib Toghantugeen, ah officer of 
ids government, proceeded in command o f  an army 
towards Hindoostan, and being appointed governor 
of Lahore,' crossed the Ganges, and Carried '.-his 
conquests farther than any Mussulman had bebefto 
done, except the Emperor Mahmood, Like him 
he plundered many rich cities and temples of 1 heir 
wealth, and returned irj triumph to Lahore, which 
now became in some measure the capital of" the 
empire,, for the Snljooks having deprived the 
house of Ghizny of most of its territory both in 
Eeran and Tooran, the royal family went to reside 
in India.

■ S| , ' „  <SL
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After Musaood had reigned 16 years without 
domestic troubles or foreign wars, he 

a; »)in8. died m f l a t t e r  end of Mie year 508.
In the Towareekjh Goozeeda it is stated 

tHat his son, K umal-oud-Dowla Sheerni jad ascended 
the throne. He only reigned, however, one year, 
when he was assassinated by. his brother Arslan, 
who succeeded him, while other historian* make no 
mention of Kumalypod-Dowla at till.
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On his accession, seizes all Ms brothers, with the exception ' o f  
Beiram, who flies to K horam w, and finds protection with 
Mahomed, the brother o f  Mullik Shah Suljooky, — Sooitan 
Sunjiir Sulioah/ demands the release d) the 'princes imprisoned 
hy Arslan, which he refuses. — War ensues* — H e sends Ms 
mother, the sister o f  SoidHtn ..Sutyur, to , treat fo r  peace; bui 
she urges ike v$ar, and supports the pretension q f  M r son 
Beiram. — Battle betiin n Sooitan Sunjur and Arslan at
uhteny — the latter k  defeated* and file s  to H indoostan....
returns to Ghixny, and is again defeated — seeks protection 
'with the A fghans—  is seized hy hh  own troops, and delivered 
into the hands v f  Ms brother Beirut#— by whom he is pu t 
*o death«

A nsi a n , die son of Sooitan Musaood Bin Ibrahecm, 
having become King of Ghizny, seized and confined 
all his brothers excepting one, who avoided the same 
fate by flight. The Prince Beiram, who was so for- 
tun tte as to escape, foil ad protection with Sooitan 
Sunjur Suljooky, who on the part of his brother 
Mahomed, the son of Mullik Shah Suljooky, then 
ruled the province of Khorassan. Sooitan Sun
jur, the maternal uncle of Arslan, having de
manded the release of the other brothers (which 
was not complied with), espoused the cause of 
the princes, and ' made the refusal of Arslan to 
liberate them a plea for invading the kingdom 
of Ghizny. *

Arslan, hearing of the intended invasion, wrote 
letters of complaint to Sooitan Mahomed, the elder

VOL, I. L
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brother of Sooltan Sunjur, to induce .him to coun
teract the- movement, and that monarch pretended 
to be disposed to mediate a peace 5 but Sooltan. 
Sunjur continuing his march, .Arslan felt convinced 
that he could depend on nothing but his sword.
His mother Mehid Irak, offended with him for his 
treatment of her -other -children, with well-dis
sembled affection, prevailed on him to send her to 
negotiates peace, with a sum of dCKhOOO dc i.urs 
to Sooltan Sunjur, for the expense of his ex
pedition. Having arrived in the camp, she, ac
cording to her, design, excited Beiram her .son, 
and her brother ...Sunjur, to prosecute the war 
with vigour, so that instead of halting, Sooltan 
Sunjur continued his march with 30,000 horse, 
an d ' 50,000 foot, from Boost in Khorassan to 
within one fursung of Grhizny, where the army of 
Arslan was drawn up to receive him. Sunjur 
proceeded at once, to the attack; and dividing his 
horse into squadrons, and placing battalions of 
spearmen in the intervals, with elephants in the 
rear, to .be ready to advance when required, he 
moved slowly towards the enemy. Both armies 
fought desperately, till at length owing to the great 
good conduct of MuIJik A bool Fuzl Seestany, the 
Ghiznevide array was defeated, and Arslan, unable 
to renew the conflict, fled with the remains of his 
army to Hindoostan, .

Sooltan Sunjur, having, entered Ghizny in 
triumph, halted there 40 days, when, -giving the 
kingdom to .his nephew the Prince Beiram, he re
turned to his own. country. Arslan no .sooner 
heard of the departure of Sooltan Sunjur, than,

r.
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collecting all .his troops in the.'. Mahomedati pro
vinces of Hindoostan, he returned to recover his 
capital, while Bahrain, unable to oppose him, shut 
himself up in the fort of Barman, till he could be 
•reinforced by Iris uncle. Sooltan Stmjur again 
took the field, and expelled Arslan a second time 
from Ghizny. The latter sought protection among 
the Afghans 5 but was so closely pursued, that his 
army was dispersed, and the few of Iris officers who 
remained seized arid brought him to Beiram.
Arslan, as might be -'supposed, suffered a violent 
death, in the 27th year of his age, after a short 
reign of three years. In tire Tubhat Nasiry it is 
related, that in the reign of Arslan several ca
lamitous' 'phenomena happened; amongst others, 
mention is made of a thunderbolt, which falling at 
Ghizny, set ire to,‘ and destroyed most of the 
buildings of the city.

L 2
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SOOLTAN BEIEAM BIN MUSAOOD III. G'HIZNEVY

Patronises literature, —  Mahomed Bhyleem makes conquests in  
India  —  aspires at independence—  is defeated by the King,
and he and his ten sons are hilled____ Sooltan Beiram seizes
and puts to death his son-in-law, Kaotb-ood-Been Ghoory . —  

Seif-ood-Deen Soar, the brother o f  Kootb-ood-Deen, revenges 
his death —  marches to Gkizny, ’which is evacuated by Beiram.

The King returns to Ins capital,  —  The inhabitants q f  
Gkizny betray Seif-ocd-Deen into the hands o f  Beiram, by 
whom he is pu t to death noth great ignominy.-— AUa-ood- 
Been Soar, marches fro m  (Moor to avenge his brother's death,
—  Battle o f  Gkizny .  —  Beiram defeated —  retires to Lahore
—  his death, •*

S ooltan Beiram, the son. of Musaood, was 
blessed with a noble and generous disposition.
Having an uncommon thirst for knowledge, he was 
a great promoter of literature, and proved himself 
a liberal patron of learned men. Many of these 
resorted to his court, particularly Sheikh Nizamv, 
the author of the Mukhzun-asrar, dedicated to that 
monarch , and Svud Hussun Ghizne vy, both of them 
poets, and philosophers of great, fame. Several 
works were, by his order, translated from various' 
languages into the Persian tongue ; among which 
was an Indian book, called the Kuleel-oo-Dumna.
This work was sent formerly, before the dissolution 
of the Hindoo empire of India, by the king of 
that country, accompanied with a chess-board, to 
Nowsherwan, King of Persia, surnamed the Just,

L 3
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when it was rendered into tbePihlvy tongue by Boo- 
zoorjmehr, his vizier. Boo?:ooijmehr, after compre
hending the game of chess, is reported to have won 
several games from the ambassador ,who brought it, 
and who was famed for his skill, in the game of 
“ Nurd V ’ which it is said was invented on this 
occasion by ..Boozoojmehr, the minister of the 
Persian king. The present of the chess-board 
was said to be intended as. an. experiment of the' 
genius of the minister, and to indicate, that in the 
great game of state, attention and foresight were of 
more importance than chance ; while the book, in 
its whole ten our, strongly inculcated that wise 
maxim, that wisdom is always in the end an over
match .for strength. The nurd table, which was 
returned, signified, that attention and foresight 
alone- cannot always ensure success $. but that we 
must play the game of life, according to the casts 
of fortune.

The Kuleeboo-Dumna, translated into Pihlvy 
from..Sanscrit, in the reign of Nowsherwan, was 
rendered into Arabic, by Ibn-ool-Mukba, in the 
reign of Haroon-ool-Rushecd, and in the reign of 
Sooltan Beiram Ghiznevy it was converted into 
Persian from the Arabic, and subsequently, in the 
reign of Sooltan Hoossein Mirza Khwaruzmy, 
Manila Kussun Waiz Kashfy rendered he old 
Persian work, full of Arabic words, and of Arabic 
poetry, into plain and. elegant Persian, to which he 
gave the name of Anwar Sobeily. Beirain, in.the- *

* A game not unlike bacfcgarurmjn. It is known in England 
by its; Hindis name, pacbees.
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days of his prosperity, went twice into Hindoos- 
tan, to chastise his refractory subjects, and the 
collectors of the revenue. On the first occa
sion he reduced Mahomed Bhyleem, who had 
charge of the government; of Lahore on the part 
of his brother Arslan. Having defeated and 
Rumzttn 27. ta^en' him prisoner, on the ®fth of 
a. H, 512. Rumzah, in the year #i%. lie pardoned 
Y ^ ifjr  uPon ^ 's swearing allegiance.
J l" The: King then reinstated him in the 

government, and returned to Ghizny. In the 
mean time, Mahomed Bhyleem built the fort of 
Nagore, in the province of SewaJik, whither he con
veyed his wealth, his family, and his effects. He 
then raised an army, composed of Arabs, Persians, 
Afghans, and Khiijies, and committed great devas
tations in the territories of the Indian independent 
princes with such success, that he aspired at length 
to the throne. Sooltan Beiram, apprised of his 
motions, collected an, army, and marched a second 
time towards Hindoos tan. Mahomed Bhyleem
with his ten sons, who had each the command 
of a province, advanced to oppose the King as 
far as Mooltan. A battle ensued $ but the curse 
of ingratitude fell like a storm on the head of the 
perfidious rebel, who, in his flight, with his ten sons 
and attendants, sank into a deep quagmire, wherein 
they all perished. The King after this victory 
having appointed Salar Hussun, the son of Ibrahim 
Alvy, to the chief command of the conquered part 
of India, returned himself to Ghizny. He soon 
after publicly executed Kootb-ood-Deen Mahomed 
Ghoory Afghan, to whom he had given hisdaughter

t  4
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in marriage. Seif-ood-D.een-Soory, Prince of Ghoor, 
brother of the deceased!,' raised a great array to 
revenge his death, with which he marched direct 
to Ghizny, which was • evacuated by Beiram, who 
fled to Rinnan. This is not the Eirman of Persia, 
so well known, but a town lying between Ghizny 
and India, which had been built by the Afghans 
to guard a pass in the mountains. Seii-oodJJeen 
Ghoory, without further opposition, euteredGhizny, 
wliere, having established himself with the. consent 
of the people, he scut his brother, Al.ia-ood*Deen 
Soor, to rule his native principality of Ghoor, 
Notwithstanding his endeavours he failed in ren
dering himself popular at Ghizny j and the .inha
bitants conceiving a dislike to his government, 
secretly wished the re-establishment of their former 
king. Some of the chiefs, availing themselves of 
this favourable circumstance, informed Beiram of 
their disposition towards him. I t was now winter, 
and most of the followers of the Prince of Ghoor 
had returned to their families, when Sooltan Beiram 
unexpectedly appeared before Ghizny with a con
siderable army. Seif-ood-Deen being- in no con
dition to oppose him with his own troops, and 
placing little reliance on those of Ghizny, was 
preparing to retreat to Ghoor, when the Ghizne- 
vides entreated him to engage Beiram, promising 
to exert themselves to the utmost. This was done 
only to enable them to put their design of seizing 
him into execution. The Ghoory prince advance^ 
but was instantly surrounded by the troops of 
Ghizny, and taken prisoner, while .Beiram in person 
put the forces of Ghoor to flight. The unhappy
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I  captive had his forehead blackened, and was
seated astride on a bullock, with his face towards 
toe tail, In this manner he was led round the 
whole city, amid the shouts and insults of the mob; 
after which, being put to torture, his head was cut 
off and sent to Sooltan fciunjur Suljooky, while his 
vizier, Syud Mujd-ood-Deen, was impaled.

When, this news reached the ears of his brother 
Alla-ood-Deen, he burnt with fury, and having 

I v determined to take bitter revenge, invaded 
j Gfaizny, Beiram, hearing of his approach, pre

pared to receive him. He wrote him a letter, at 
the same time endeavouring to intimidate him, 
by vaunting of the superiority of his troops, and 

I advising him not to plunge the whole family of
Ghoor into the same abyss of misfortune. Alla- 
ood-Deen replied, u I  hat his threats were as iin- 
“ potent as his arms ; that it was no new thing for 
“ kin£s to make war on their neighbours, but that 

barbarity like his was unknown to the brave, and 
“ sue11 as he had never heard of being exercised 
“ towards princes; that he might be assured that 
“ God had forsaken him, and had ordained that 
u he ( Alla-ood-1 teen) should be the instrument of 
* thatyust revenge denounced against him for 

“ Pitting to death the representative o f the inde- 
“ pendent and very ancient family o f Ghoor.5'
Al! hopes of accommodation being thus at an end 
Beiram advanced to give Alia-ood-Deen battle'
I he oiler was not rejected, and the bloody conflict 
commenced with fury on both sides. At” first the 
troops of Ghizny, by their superior numbers* bore 
down those of Ghoor; till Alla-ood-Deen, seeing

XjS* ' c°‘SiX 1



his affairs desperate, called out to two gigantic 
brothers, denominated the greater and lesser Khur- 
mil */ whom he saw in the front standing like two 
rocks, and bearing the brunt of the action, to 
support him, and, forcing his elephants towards 
Beiram, these two heroes cleared all before him, 
Beiram perceiving Alia-ood-Dcen --stood, aloof, but 
his son, Dowlut Shah, who held the office of Com
mander-in-chief m his father's army, accepting the 
challenge, advanced to oppose his rival. The 
elder of the Khurmils intervening, ripped up the 
belly of Dowlut Shah’s elephant, but was himself 
killed by the fall of the animal. /llla-ood-Deen, 
meantime, transfixed the Prince Dowlut Shah, with 
Ms- spear. T he other Kina-mil attacked 'the 
elephant of Beiram, and after many wounds 
brought the enormous animal to the ground, but 
while he was rising from under the elephant’s 
side, being much bruised by its fall, Beiram es
caped, and instantly mounting a horse, joined :n 
the fight of his troops, which were repulsed on all 
sides.

Beiram fled with the scattered remains of his 
army towards Hindoostan, bu t over- 

A. h. 547. whelmed with his misfortunes, sunk 
a.'d. u b .- under the hand o f death, in the year
.547, after a reign of 35 years.

* [ have doubts w hether this word is as I  have written, it, or 
whether it  should not be Fmnil. T here  is a tribe so eaileti.

(«(fn,;) - (CT
^ g p l ' 5 4  ' BFJff AM BIN MUSAOOB III, QHI5SNEVT. ...J



n L1 iB> . il, ■

SO O L T A N  KHO O SRO W  BIN' B E IB A M  G H 1Z N E V Y,

Conduct o f  Alh-ood-Dcun, after the capture o f  Ghfany, towards 
the inhabitants. ■— Khoosrow attempts to recover Ghiztiy, but 
n  def erred, owing to the death o f  Sooltan Sunjur Suljdofaj, —
GMzny occupied by the 'Ghka Toorkmarts.-- hea th  q fS o d ta n
Kh cos row.

SooiiTAN K hoosrow, the son o f  Beiram, leaving 
the kingdom of Ghizny to his enemies, marched 
to Lahore, where. he was saluted King hy the 
unanimous voice of his people. In the mean 
time, Alla-ood-deen Ghoory entered Ghizny with 
little opposition, and that noble city was given 
up to flame, slaughter, and devastation. The 
massacre continued for the space of seven; days, 
in which time pity seemed to have fled from the 
earth, and the 'fiery spirits of demons to actuate 
men. Alla-ood-Deen, who for his conduct on this 
occasion is justly denominated Jehansooz (the 
incendiary of the, world), as if  insatiate of revenge, 
carried a number of the most venerable arid learned 
men in chains to Feroz-Kooh, to adorn his triumph, 
where he ordered their throats to be cut, tempering 
earth with their blood, with which he plastered 
the walls of his native city...

After the return of Alk-ood-Deen to Ghoor, 
Sooltan Khoosrow, hoping to recover his lost king
dom of Ghizny, and depending on the assistance 
of Sooltan Sunjur Soljooky, marched from Lahore 5

. 155  . ^
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but when he arrived on the borders of Ghizny, <
he received intelligence that Sooltan Sunjnr had 
been defeated and taken prisoner by the Toork- 
mans of Ghiza, who were, then inarching with a 
great array to Ghizny, to subdue that kingdom,.
This news obliged him to retreat again to Lahore, 
being in no condition to oppose them, and be 
governed the Indian provinces in peace, with'the. 
justice common . to virtuous . kings. The Ghiza 
l  oorltmans, in the mean time, expelled the troops 
of Ghoor, and kept possession of Ghizny for two 
years, but were expelled in their turn by the 
Ghoories. The latter did not long enjoy their con
quest ; for they were again expelled by Assunmd, 
a general of Sooltan Khoosrow, who for a short 
space recovered and held possession of'Ghizny.

Sooltan Khoosran died at Lahore In 
a* »’ m o year 555, after a reign of seven 

years.
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■ SOOLTAN K.HOOSBOW MULLIK BIN KHOOSROW 
GHKNEVY

Is in possession o f the territories in Initio! occupied by his grand
fa ther Heiram. — Qlt'mny recovered fro m  the, ToorUnions % 
Shahab-ood-Deen Ghoory. — Pijrawur, and all the territory 
west o f  the Indus, occupied by Shahab-ood-Deen Ghoory 
he invades Punjab, and besieges Khoosrow Mullik in Lalnte
— concludes peace. Mullik Shah, the son o f  JChototrow 
Mullih> w delivered up as it hostage. — Shahab-ood-Deen 
Ghoory returns to Lahore, and attacks it, but fa ils  
adopts a stratagem to seize Khoosrow Mullik, 'which succeeds.
— The end o f the dynasty q f the Ghiznevides,

W h en  Sooltan Khoosrov departed this life, 
his son Khoosrow Mullik ascended the throne, 
which he adorned with benevolence and justice, 
extending his rule over all the provinces of India, 
formerly possessed by the Emperors Sooltan Ibfa- 
hcem and Sooltan Beiram. In his time, Sooltan 
Shahab-ood-Deen Mahomed Ghoory, the brother 

" of AUa-ood-Deen, invaded the kingdom of Ghizny, 
which he reduced, and not satisfied with that 
achievement, marched an army into India, over- 
running the provinces of Pishawur, Afghanistan,

Mooltan, and the Indus. He advanced 
A.B.’iiso. at length to Lahore, and in the year 

57(3 invested Khoosrow Mullik in his 
capital; but being unable to take the place, peace 
was concluded. Mahomed Ghoory evacuated 
the country, carrying with him Mullik Shah, the
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' * son of Sdoitan Khoosrow Mullik, a child of four 

years of age, as hostage for the performance of the 
treaty.

The terms not being fulfilled by Khoosrow 
Mullik, Mahomed Ghoory, in the 

a' o’lm i year 580, returned to Lahore ; but 
being foiled in his attempt on the 

town, he subjected the, open country to devasta
tion by fire and sword. He then repaired and 
strengthened the fort of Sealkote, where fie left 
a strong garrison, and returned to Ghizny. In 
bis absence Sooltan Khoosrow Mullik- in alliance 
with the Gukkurs, besieged the fort of Sealkote ; 
but their enterprise proving unsuccessful, they 
Were obliged to desist.

Some time after these events, Mahomed, Ghoory, 
collecting his forces, attempted a third time to 
reduce the city of Lahore, which he effected, 
by treachery in the following manner. While 
he was preparing for this expedition, he gave 
out, that if was intended against the Sdjooks, 
writing at the same time to Khoosrow Mullik, 
that he was desirous of accommodating their 
differences by a treaty of peace. To convince 
him of the sincerity of his intention, he released 
his son Mullik Shah, and sent him back to La
hore with a splendid retinae. The escort had 
orders to make short marches, while his father 
Khoosrow Mullik, impatient to see him, advanced 
a part of the way to meet him. In the mean 
time Mahomed Ghoory, with 20,000 doaspa *

* Doaspa signifies double-horsed cavalry. For a description 
of this1 mode of attack, vide Malcolm’s Hist. Per*, voi. if. 
pp. 240, £41,

s~
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| cavalry, marching with incredible expedition, by
a circuitous route, turned the mountains, and 

j §  cutting off Khoosrow Mullik from Lahore, sur
rounded his small camp in the night. The Em
peror awoke in the morning as if from a dream, 
and seeing no means of escape, threw himself on 
the mercy of his enemy. Mahomed Ghoory de
manded the instant possession of Lahore. The 
gates of the city were accordingly thrown open 
to receive him ; and the empire passed from the 
house of Ghizny to that of Ghoor, as we shall see 
more fully in the history of that. race. 
a. h. 582. The reign of Sooltan Khoosrow 
a . d. 3186. Mullik lasted 38 years.
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CHAPTER II.

HISTORY OF THE KINGS OF DEHLY..

|fcj A ,r •' l-i:.̂ '̂OA '.B-V̂' ():)) : ■ :.v;'- '■ ) : :S3^

M AHOM ED GHOORY.

P  ’digree o f  the race o f  .Mahomed Ghoory,—  Gheias-rml-Decn,
King o f  Ghizi!)/ and Ghoor__ Moiv-oud■ Ween Mahomed, his
general', appointed governor o f  Ghizny — bedeges and takes 
Oocha — marches to Gliteral, and is defeated by the Hindoos,
— Invades India a second time — takes BUuhnda — is opposed 
by the Rajas o f Ajmere and Dehly, near Tahneswur, on the 
banks o f  the Soars a lly .— Battle o f  Narain. — Mahomed 
Ghoory defeated— retreats to Lahore, and thence to Ghoor. —,
Bituhtida retaken by the Hindoos. —  Mahomed Ghoory invades 
India a third tim e,’with 120,000 m m  -™ h  opposed on the 

form er field  o f  battle' by the Up)dobs. ■—Exertions made by 
them to collect a large army— they are defeated. — Clumund 
Hay) King o f  Dehly, is killed. — Mahomed, leaves Kootb~oad~
Dcvn Eibulc governor o f  Kohram and die new conquests in 

f h e  East. —  Mahomed Ghoory -returns id  India — defeats the |
Raja o f  Runoivj and Benares — takes A m y, Benares, and 
Kide, and retires to Ghizny,-- Returns again to India —
Byana and Gun-liar taken. —  MaJimood retreats to Ghizny. —
Kalpy, Budaoon, tend Kalunjur taken by Kootb-ood-Dcen 
iBibuIc, — Gheias-ood-Deen Ghoory dies — is succeeded by his 
brother Mahomed Ghoory.—- Operations to thewestward and 
northward o f  Ghizny. — Ghizny and Mooltan seized by his 
generals, who oppose Mahomed Ghoory on his return. —
Mahomed defeats them— proceeds to Lahore —is assassinated 
by the Gukkun in Punjab. — Distractions in Ike empire.

VOX,, f .  M ' ’
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H i stoitians .’date that about the time when 
Fureedoon subdued Zohak Many *, two brothers 
descended from the latter (Soory and Sam) were in 
the service of the former prince. Having incurred 
his displeasure, they fled with a party of their 
friends to Nehawund, where they took: up their 
abode, and possessed themselves of a small terri
tory, Soory became the chief of a tribe, and Sam 
was his general, Soory gave his daughter in 
marriage to his nephew Shoojaa the son of Sam. 
Shoojaa, after his father’s decease, .succeeded • him 
as general. But his enemies traduced him to his 
uncle, who, inflamed with jealousy and hatred, 
wished to take away Ids daughter from him. 
Shoojaa discovering this, fled in the night with ten 
horsemen and a few camels laden with his effects, 
accompanied by his wife and children, to the 
mountains of Goer, where he built a eastie, and 
called it Zoomyandesh. Here he was gradually 
joined by many of his friends, anti long maintained 
his post against Fureedoon, but was eventually 
obliged to submit, and to pay him tribute.

Thus the race of Zohak succeeded to this 
government, which: gained strength by degrees, 
till the time of the Prophet, when it was ruled by

* One of die earliest, of the fabulous monarch,s of Persia.
The origin of his receiving the appellation of Marry, or the 
Snaky, will be found in the Shah Naina, but does not seem to 
require any further observation in this place.

f  My MSS. all have Shoojaa. It-is most probably an error, 
as it seems very unlikely that such-a.purely Arabic word should 
have been adopted as a, family name among the people of 
Tooran, so long before the Mah'oiut dan conquest.
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Shist, who, as some assert, was converted to the 
faith by Ally, and obtained a grant of his king 
dam. The-genealogy of this race is thus derived * :
Shist, the son of Hureek, the son of Enoch,1 the son 
of Bhishty, the son of Zowzun, the son of Heyu, 
the son of Bharam, the son of Hecjush, the son of 
Ibraheem, the son of Sa&d, the son of Assud, the 
soi! of Shun ad, the son of Zohak, the son of 
Bostain, the son of Kitmaz, the son of Nureeman, 
the son of Afreedoo.n, the son of Sumud, the son 
of Sisfeed Asp, the son of Zohak, the son of Shim- 
ram, the son of Ilindasp, the son of Syarnook, the 
son of Jam, the son of Kurstasp, the sou of Zohak.
They are, therefore, properly denoted. Shisty. 
During the power of the caliphs of Oomya it was 
usual among the people to ascend the pulpits, and 
to caluminate the family of Aliy. The Ghoories, 
however, never lent themselves to this practice j but 
in the time of Aboo Mooslim, Folad Shisty assisted 
in putting down the enemies of the descendants 
of the Prophet. Ameer Yehya, the son-of Nathan, 
the son of Wonnish, the son of Wuimunish, the 
son of Purveez, the son of Shist, was contemporary 
with .5laroon-fiol Rushced.!' Sooty, the son of 
Mahomed, the nephew of the Ameer Yehya, was

* Tittle reliance car. be placed on these ancient genealogies, 
which are either imperfectly handed down to posterity by tra
dition, or more frequently composed on the occasion of any 
member of the family rising to distinction, as kings ; to please 
whom, poets and bards have indulged their imaginations in all 
ages.

f  The famous Caliph, so well known in Europe since the 
translation of the Arabian Nights’ Entertainments. H e was 
contemporary with Charlemagne.
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