
• Six .......■ v -....v

1 L (SI.M A H O M ED  <3 HOOEY.

contemporary with the Sufary dynasty, and Ma­
homed, the soil of Soory, was contemporary with 
Mahmood Ghiznevy. He refused to pay tribute, 
but being attacked by Mahmood, was defeated 
and taken prisoner: his son Aboo Ally was placed 
in his stead; and shortly afterwards, Abass, the 
son of Shist, son of Mahomed Soory, and brother 
of Aboo Ally, succeeded to his government. 
During his reign there were seven years of drought 
in Ghoor. so that the earth was - burnt up; and 
thousands of men and dumb animals perished from 
heat and famine. Aboo! Abass made war with 
Sooltan Ibraheem, by whom he was defeated and 
taken, prisoner; the kingdom being conferred 
upon his son Mahomed, who swore allegiance, to 
the empire of Ghizny. He was succeeded by 
his son Kootb-ood-Deen Hussun, who was killed 
while attacking a fort by an arro w, which entered 
his eye.

On tire death of Kootb-ood-Deen Hussun, his 
son Sam was obliged to fly to India, and follow 
the occupation of a merchant; by which he ac­
quired much wealth, and returned by sea towards 
his native country. But unfortunately he. was 
wrecked, and drowned. His son Eiz-ood-Deen 
Hoossein secured a plank, to which a tiger which 
they were bringing in the ship also clung, till at 
length both man and tiger were cast ashore, after 
driving with the tide for three days, When he got 
footing on land, he proceeded to the nearest town, 
but it being late before he arrived, he could obtain 
no lodging, and was obliged to creep under the 
first shed he could find. The watch going the
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rounds discovered him, and concluding him to 
be a thief, conveyed him to prison. He"was con­
demned without examination to slavery for seven 
years, and. only obtained li-is release casually in a 
general discharge of prisoners from the .'gaols,, on. 
the occasion of the recovery of the governor from 
a severe sickness. .Eiz-ooo-Deen Hoosscin now 
proceeded towards Crhizny, on the way to which 
place he encountered a gang of robbers, that had 
■for a long time infested the roads. On perceiving 
him to be a man of great bodily strength, and appa­
rently bold and daring, they insisted on his joining 
them. Unfortunately, on that very night, a party 
or the troops of the Sooitan Ibrahoem surrounded 
and carried them all in chains to the capital, where 
they were condemned to death.

When the executioner was binding up the eyes.
. of Eiz-ood-Deen Hoosscin, he raised a piteous com­

plaint, protesting, and calling God to witness, that 
he was innocent, which softened even the heart of 
the executioner, and on being required to state 
what lie had to say in his defence, he did it in so 
simple and circumstantial a manner, that the ma- 
gisti ate in attendance, believing him to be innocent, 
petitioned the King in his favour. On being 
brought before the King, he acquitted himself with 
such modesty and eloquence, that he was pardoned, 
and even taken into his service. Sooitan Ibraheenq 
some time after, created Eiz-ood-Deen Hoosscin 
Ameei Hajib, in ■which station he conducted him- 
f>eii so well, that the King gave him a princess o f 
the house of Ghizriy in marriage. He rose daily 
m favour and estimation, till Sooitan Musaood, the
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son of Ibfaheem, put him in possession of the prin­
cipality of Ghoor. •

Some historians affirm, that Eiz-ood-Deen Hoos­
sein was the son arid not the grandson of Kootb- 
ood-Deen floossein. By the Princess of Chinny 
he had seven sons ; viz,

1st. Fuklir-ood-Deen Musaood, King of Bamyan.
2d. Kootb-ood-Deen Mahomed, who married his 

cousin, a princess of Ghizny, the daughter of Soot- 
tan Beiram.

3d. Shajaa-ood-Deen Ally, who died in infancy.
1. tli. Nasir-ood-Deen Mahomed, who held the 

government of Zumecn Dawer, situated near Ghoor, 
and a dependency of Kundahar.

5th. Seif ood-Deen Soory.
Gth. Baha-ood-Deen Sam.
7®. Alla-ood-Deen Hoossein. During his life­

time, Eiz-ood-Deen Hoossein paid tribute to the 
Suljooks, as well as to the Ghiznevides. When 
Eiz-ood-Deen Hoossein died, his sons (entitled 
the Seven Stairs) separated into two divisions: 
the one gave origin to the dynasty of kings at 
.Bamyan, called also Tokharistan and Mohatila j 
and the other, to the Ghoory dynasty at Ghizny.
Of the latter race was Kootb-ood-Deen Mahomed 
(entitled the King of the Mountains). He married 
the daughter of Sooltan Beiram, King of Ghizny, 
and having founded the city of Feroozkooh, made 
it his capital. In the..vicinity of this place, having 
inclosed with a wall a spot of ground about; two 
parasangs in circumference, "as a hunting park, he 
assumed all the dignities of a sov ereign. At length 
he was induced to attack Ghizny. Sooltan Bei-
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ram obtaining intimation of hi$ intentions, con­
trived to get him in ins power, and eventual!) 
poisoned him. This is the' origin, of the. feuds 
between the houses.of. Ghoor and Ghizny.

Seifood-Deen Soory, the fifth sou, whp had 
accompanied his brother, escaped the snare, and 
fled to Ferooz-kooh, where, putting himself at the 
head of his brother’s army, he marched towards
1 O • ’ "P' 1 ' 1 *''' ’ y-\ii >,h; .. . . . .

Ghizny to revenge, his death,, as we have seen in 
the history of that kingdom. Ghizny. fell, and 
Sooltail Beiram fled to India. He returned again 
in the winter, when the troops of Seif-ood-Doen 
were most!) gone to Feroozkooh and (Floor, front 
whence they could not easily return, on account 
of the roads and deep snow. Seif-ood-Deen 
Soory, as before related, was betrayed into the 
hands of Sooltan Bei ram by the inhabitants, and 
with his vizier suffered an ignominious death.

This act of cruelty induced Baha-ood-Deen Sam, 
the sixth brother, to invade Ghizny, with an army 
from Feroo?kpoh. .and Ghoor • but he died sud­
denly, of the small-pox. The seventh brother, 
Aila-ood-Deen Hoossein (entitled the Incendiary), 
.however, took ample vengeance, and destroyed 
Ghizny. He carried his animosity so far as to 
destroy every monument of the Ghizny emperors, 
with the exception of those of Mali mood, Musaood, 
and Ibraheem ; but he defaced ail the inscriptions, 
even of iheir times, from, every public edifice. On 
returning to Ghoor, he appointed his nephews, 
Gheias-ood-Deen and Moyiz-ood-Deen Sara, (the 
sons of Baha-ood-Deen Sam, who had shortly be­
fore died of the small-pox,) to the government of
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a;province of Ghoor, called Snnja 1 ; but finding 
the revenues of that province did not support 
them in the style they, wished, they made encroach­
ments on their neighbours. This circumstance 
having reached the ears of Alla-ood-Deen, he sent 
a force against them, and seizing them both, con­
fined them in a fort of Joorjistan.

Alla-ood-Deen Hoossein, elate with, his new ac­
quisition, refused to pay to Sooltan Si injur Suljooky 
the tribute annually given by his father. He 
over-ran the provinces of Bulkh and Herat; but 
■yvas eventually defeated, and taken prisoner; not­

withstanding which, Sooltan Suujur Sul- 
1156. jooky restored him to his kingdom, and 

be died a natural death in the year 531.
Alla-ood-Deen was succeeded by ins son Mullik 

Seit-ood-Deen, who on his accession released his two 
cousins from their confinement in Joorjistan, and 
again conferred on them the government of Sunja.

: In little more than a year, he commenced a war 
with the Ghiza Toorkmans, and on the day of 
battle fell by the hand of one of his own soldiers.

He was succeeded by his eldest cousin, Gheias- 
ood-Deen, who appointed his brother, Meyiz-ood- 
Deen Mahomed Ghoory t, his general. This illus­
trious captain, in the name of his brother, subdued 
Khorassan, and a great part of India j and Gheiaa. 
ood-Deen annexed those countries to his own 
dominions. His death happened, as will-afterwards 
appear, in the year ,599.

On the accession of Gheias-ood-Deen to the
* Tllis place is not down in any of the maps 1 have consulted.
t  He is generally called, in history Mahomed Ghoory, by 

which name he will henceforward be recognised.
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throne of Ghizny and Ghoor, he appointed his 
brother, Moyiat-ood-Dcon Mahomed, governor of 
Tukecabad : the latter continued from that period 
to make incursions upon Ghizriy, which had re­
verted into the hands of some of the descendants of 

the house of Subooktugeen. In the year 
1’ 1171. Gheias-ood-Deen marched in person

against the officers of Sooltan. Khoosrow 
Mullik, the last of the Ghiznevides, and recovered 
Ghizny from them. He gave the government to 

his brother Mahomed, who in the year 
a.* o'. life. 5?2 led an army towards Mooltan, and 

having subdued that province, marched 
to Oocha. » The Raja was besieged in his fort; 
but Mahomed Ghoory, finding it would be diffic ult 
to reduce the place, sent a private message to the 
Raja’s wifi?, promising to marry her if she would 
deliver up her husband.

The base woman returned for answer, that she 
was rather too old herself to think of matrimony j' 
hut that she had a beautiful and young daughter, b 
whom if he would promise to espouse, and'leave 
her in free possession of her wealth, she would in 
a few days remove the Raja. Mahomed Ghoory 
accepted the proposal; and this Princess, in a few 
days, found means to assassinate her husband, and 
to open the gates to the enemy.

Mahomed only partly performed his promise, by 
marrying the daughter, upon her embracing the 
true faith ; but he made no scruple to depart from

* It was at this place that, Alexander was so severely 
wounded after scaling the walls, and where he so narrowly es­
caped with his life. Quint. Curt. lib. ix. cap. iv» v.
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his engagements with the mother; for instead of 
trustijig her with the country, he sent her to 
Ghiznv, where sl.se.afterwards died of sorrow and 
disappointment. Nor did the daughter long sur­
vive, for in the space of two years she also fell a 
victim to grief!

Mahomed Ghoory, having conferred the govern­
ment of Mooltan and Oocha upon one Ally Kir- 

( r many, returned to Chinny. In the
574, He again marched to Oocha 

and Moultan, and from thence con­
tinued his route through the sandy desert to Gu- 
zerat. The 1 Vince Bhhn-dew (a lineal descendant 
from Brahma Dew of Gnzerat, who opposed Mali- 
mood Ghizncvy,) advanced with an army to resist 
the Mahomedans, mid defeated them with great 
slaughter. They suffered many hardships in their 
retreat, before they reached. Ghizny.

In the year .following, Mahomed 
i ' £  ‘ft 79. cI fl001‘.y having recruited hisfbrces,

' inarched towards Pishawur, which in 
a short time was brought under subjection. He 

proceeded, m the course of the next 
■ r„ to', m o . year,towards Lahore, where he made 

war with Sod tan Khoosrow Mulftk, 
the last of the Ghiznevides, who being reduced at 
that time, by wars both with the Indian princes 
ami the Afghans, was unable to oppose him in the 
field. Mahomed Ghoory, finding he could not 
take Lahore by force, offered to treat with Khoos­
row Midlife, who having gladly availed himself 
of the circumstance, gave his son Mutlik Shah 
into his hands as, an hostage for the performance



of part of the treaty. Mahomed Ghoory nov re­
turned -to Ghizny; but in the next year marched 
towards Deebul, in the province of Sind, and 
overran the whole country as far as the sea-coast, 
returning laden with rich spoil.

In the year 580, he again invaded 
/ ,  Lahore, where Klioosrow Mullik, shut-

ting hutisel up m the tort, as before, 
sustained a long siege, from which Mahomed 
was at length compelled to desist. In this ex­
pedition he repaired the fort of Sealkote, wherein 
he left a garrison to command the. countries be­
tween the rivers Ravy and Chunab, placed by him 
under the government of Hdosqein Firm idly, while 
he - himself retired to Ghizny,. This fort, as we 
have before related, being successfully besieged, 
and taken by Klioosrow Mullik, occasioned the 
third expedition of Mahomed Ghoory to Lahore, 

of which he made lfmself master in 
I n' lilt; ^ ie year 582, by the stratagem men­

tioned in the conclusion of the history 
of Ghizny. He sent Khoosrow Mullik and hi.-*, 
family prisoners to his brother Suoltan Gbeias-ood- 
deen at Feroozkooh, who confined them in a fort 
in Joorjistan, where: they were some time after 
put to death, during the subsequent war with 
Khwaruzrn Shah, and the' dynasty .of Ghizny then 
became wholly extinct.

Mahomed Ghoory, having settled the province 
of Lahore, confided the government to Ally Kir- 
many, governor of Mooltan, and retired to Ghizny. 
a . h . 587. In the year <>87, ho marched again to
a , :c, not. Hindoostan, and proceeding towards

I if)! <SL
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Ajntere, he took the town of Bituhnda, where 
he left Mullik Zeea-ood .Dee;! Toozuky with 
above a thousand chosen horse, and some foot to 
fonn its garrison. While on his return, be heard 
that Pithow Hay,. Raja of Ajmeer, with his brother 
Chaw'uiul Ray, the Raja of Dehly, in. alliance with 
other Indian princes, were marching towards .Bi­
tuhnda with two hundred thousand horse, and 
three thousand elephants. Mahomed Ghoory 
marched to the relief of his garrison; but passing 
beyond Bituhnda, he encountered the enemy at 
the village of Narain, now called Tirowry *, on the 
banks of the boorsutty, fourteen miles from Tali- 
nesui', and eighty from Dehly, where he gave 
them battle. At the first onset his right and left 
wings, being out-flanked, fell back, till joining in the 
rear, his army formed a circle. Mahomed Ghoory 
was in person in the centre of his army, and being 
informed that both wings were defeated, was advised 
to provide for his own safety. Enraged at this 
counsel, he cut down the messenger, and rushing 
on towards the enemy, with a few followers, com­
mitted terrible slaughter. The eyes of Chawund 
Ray falling on him, he drove his elephant directly 
against Mahomed Ghoory, who perceiving his in­
tention charged and delivered his lance full into 
the Raja's mouth, by which many of his teeth were 

J  knocked out- In the mean time*the Raja of Dehly 
pierced the King through the right arm, with 
an arrow. He had almost fallen, when some of his 
chiefs advanced to his rescue. This effort to save

* 1 Jo not perceive this place in any of our modem maps.
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him gave an opportunity to one,,of his faithful ser­
vants to leap up behind Mahomed Ghoory, Who, 
faint from loss of blood, had nearly fallen from his 
horse, but was carried triumphantly o f  the field 
though, almost wholly deserted by his army, which 
was pursued by the enemy nearly forty miles. .After 
this defeat, when he had recovered of his wound 
at Lahore, he appointed governors to,.the different 
provinces he possessed in India, and returned in 
person to Ghoor. At Ghoor, he disgraced all 
those officers who had deserted him in the battle, and 
compelled them to walk round, the city with their 
horse’s mouth-bags, filled with barley, hung about 
their necks, j at the same time forcing them to eat 
the grain like brutes. The author of the Hubeeb- 
oos-Seer relates, contrary to all my other' authorities., 
that when Mahomed was wounded, 'he fell from 
his horse, and lay upon the field among the slain 
till night. And that in the dark, a party of his 
own body-guard returned to search for his body, 
and carried him off’his to his camp.

After the retreat of Mahomed G hoory, the allied 
rajas continued their march to Bitubnda, which 
they besieged for one year and one month, and at 
last were .obliged to grant favourable terms to the 
garrison. Mahomed remained, a, few months with 
his brother at Ghoor, who still retained the title of 
king, and then returning to Ghizny, spent the en­
suing year in pleasure and festivity. At length, 
having recruited an army, consisting of 120,000 
chosen horse, composed- of Toorks, Tajeeks, and 
Afghans, many'of whom had their helmets orna­
mented with jewels, and their armour inlaid with
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silver slid gold, he-marched from. G h l z n y  towards 
I ndia, without disclosing his intentions.

Wl: unite had advanced as far as l ’ishawur, an old 
sage o f Ghoor, prostrating himself before him, 
said, •— “ 0  King, we trust in thy conduct and 
“  wisdom, but as yet thy design has been a subject 
“  o f much speculation among us.”  Mahomed 
■ Ghoory replied, -— “  Know, old man, that since 
** the time o f my defeat in Hindoostan, not with*
** standing external appearances, I have never 
“  slumbered in ease, or waked, but in sorrow and 
i( anxiety. I have, therefore, determined, with 
“  this army, to red-over my lost honour from those 
“ idolaters, or die in the attempt.”  The sage, 
kissing the ground, said, —  ts Victory and triumph 
“  be thy attendants, and fortune be the guide o f 
“  thy paths. But, 0, King, let the petition o f 
“  thy slave find favour in thy ears, and let (hose 
“  chiefs you have so justly disgraced be permitted 
“  to take the same opportunity o f wiping away the 
“  stain on their character.”  The prince listened 
to his request, and sent an order to Ghiznv to re­
lease the disgraced officers.from confinement, com­
manding such o f them as were desirous of recover­
ing their character to attend him. T h ey all accord­
ingly joined the camp, and each received a robe o f 
honour, according to'his rank. T he next day, the 
royal standard was put in motion, arid the army 
advanced to Mooltau, where Mahomed conferred 
titles and offices on all who had been firm to his 
interest. He then proceeded to Lahore, from 
whence he despatched Kowam-ool-Moolk Humzvy, 
one o f his principal chiefs, ambassador to Ajmeer,
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'  vrltli a declaration of war, should the Indians refuse 
to embrace the true tkith. V •'

RithoW Ray sent a haughty answer, and imme­
diately wrote for succours, to all the neighbouring 
princes. Nor did his allies refuse.their aid, so that 
he was soon enabled to meet Mahomed till dory 
with an army, consisting (according to the most, 
authentic accounts) o f300,000 horse, besides above 
3000 elephants, and a body of infantry. The Hin­
doos waited to receive the Mahomedans on the 
former field of battle. The two armies encamped 
in sight of each other, with the river SoorsUtty 
between them.

The -Rajpoot princes*, to the number of 150, 
had assembled in this vast, camp, having, sworn by 
the water of the Gauges, that they would conquer 
their enemies,'or die martyrs to their mith. They 
then wrote a letter to Mahomed in these term s: —
«■ To the bravery of our soldiers we know you are 
«« no stranger and to our great superiority in 
“ number, which daily increases, your eyes bear 
«* 'testimony. - I f  you are wearied of your own exist- 
“ enee, yet have pity upon your troops, who may 
•‘ still think it a happiness to live. I t  were better,
« then, you should repent: in time of the rash rc- 
“ solution you have taken, and we shall permit you 
“ to retreat in safety i hut if you have determined 
“ to brave your evil .destiny, we have sworn by 
« our gods to advance upon you with our rank-

This title wfis applied to all the members of a family which 
enjoyed feudatory estates, and m ay be compared to  the. title of 
baron in Germany.
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)| breaking elephants, our plain-trampling horses,
“ ami blood-thirsting soldiers, early in tin* morning,
“ to cfush the army which your ambition has led 
j.‘ to ruin.”

Mahomed returned them this politic answer : -—
“ I  have marched into India at the command of 
f‘ my brother, whose general, only 1 am. Both 
“ honour and duty bind me to exert myself to the 
“ utmost in .his .service j I  cannot retreat, therefore,
“ without orders *, but I shall be glad to obtain a 
s< truce till he is informed, of the situation of 
** affairs, and till I  have received his answer.” 
This letter produced the intended effect> for the 
enemy conceiving that Mahomed was intimidated, 
spent the "night in riot and revelry, while he was. 
preparing to surprise them. He accordingly forded 
the river a little before the dawn of the morning, 
drew up his array on the sands, and had entered 
part of the Indian camp, before the alarm .was 
spread. Notwithstanding the confusion which 
naturally ensued on this occasion, the Hindoo line, 
was of such extent that they had sufficient time to 
draw out their cavalry, which served to check .the 
approach of the Mahomedans, until they themselves 
were able to advance, which they did. with great 
resolution and some order, in four lines/

Mahomed Ghoory, on seeing this, ordered his 
troops to halt, and commanded Iris army, com­
posed of four .divisions, to charge in succes- 

’ sion on the centre, and to renew the attack by 
turns, wheeling to the rear after they had "dis­
charged their arrows. If hard pressed, they had 
orders to give ground gradually as the enemy
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advanced with their elephants. In this- manner 
he fought, retreating in good order till sun-set, 
when, thinking he had sufficiently worn out the 
enemy and deluded them with a hope of victory, 
he put himself at the head of 12,000 of his best 
horse, whose riders were covered with steel armour, 
and making one desperate charge, carried death 
and destruction throughout the Hindoo tanks.
The disorder increased every where, till at length 
the panic became general. The. Moslems, as if 
they now only began to be in earnest, committed 
such havoc, that this prodigious army once shaken, 
like a great building tottered to its fall, and was 
lost in its own: ruins.

Chawund Kay, King of Dehly, and many other 
princes, were slain on the field, while Pithow Kay*,
King of Ajmeer, being taken in the neighbourhood 
of the Soorsutty, was afterwards put to death.
The whole of the camp-equipage, and wealth of 
the several princes, fell into the hands of the con­
querors, and the.forts of Soorsutty, Sataana, Koh- 
ram, and Hansy, surrendered after the- victory. 
Mahomed’Ghoon in person went to Ajmeer, of 
which he .also took possession, after having put 
some thousands of the inhabitants, who opposed 
him* to the sword, reserving the rest for slavery. 
Afterwards, on a promise of a p u n c  tual payment 
of a large tribute, he delivered over the country

9 P ith o w  K a y , o r, p ro p e r ly , P r i th i  R aj, wti*s r u le r  o f  f t a je s -  
th a n ,  a c c o rd in g  to  C olonel T od, A jm e e r w av  h is  p a tr im o n y .
C h ao n d , o r C h a w u n d , was h is  lie ile n a n t a t  p T h l y ,  w hose s is te r  
w as e sp o u sed  b y  P rith i I t a j : b y  h e  h e . 'u a d  a  so n , K a m a , w h o  
fe ll in  d e fe n d in g  D e h ly .

VOL.  I , N

• '■cnJX-' -'- ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■  '  ■ ;;/ ■.



r : / ‘- ( o r
/ y i y S  MAHOMED GHOORY. j

of Aj inter to the Gola, or natural son, of Pithow 
Hay. He now turned his arms towards Dehly j 
hut was prevailed on by the new king, with great 
presents, not, to prosecute the war further. On 
this occasion lie left his faithful slave and friend, 
Mtillik Kootu-ood-Deen Eibuk, in the town of 
Kohram, with a considerable detachment, and 
inarched himself with the body of his army towards 
the mountains of Scwalik, which He to the north 
of India, destroying and plundering the countries 
on, his retreat towards Ghizny. After the return 
ot Mahomed Ghoory, his General, MulJik Koytb- 
pocl-Deen Eibuk, took the fart of Merut and the 
city of Deify from the family of Chawund Ray; and 
it is owing to this circumstance that foreign nations 
say, «' The empire of Dehly was founded by a 

 ̂' “ slave.” In the year 589 he also took
a' »’ 1193. ^ie f(>rt of Kole ; and making Dehly the 

seat of his government, established him- 
self there, and compelled all the districts around to 
acknowledge the faith of Islam.

Mahomed Ghoory, in the mean time returning 
from Ghizny, marched towards Kunowj, and 
engaged Jye-ehund Ray, the Prince of Kunowj and 
Benares- who was at; the head of a numerous 
army of horse, besides upwards of 300 elephants. 
This prince led his frees into the field, between 
Chundwar and Etawa, where he sustained a signal 
defeat from the vanguad of the Ghlznevi.de army, 
led by Kootb- ood-D^cn Eibuk, and lost the whole 
of his baggage and elephants, Mahomed Ghoory 
then marched to  the fort- of Asny, where Jye- 
ehund Ray had laid up his treasure, which in a
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few days he also took, and found there goio, 
silver, and precious stones, to a large amount*
He marched from, thence to Benares, wheie, 
having., broken the idols in above 1000 temples, 
he purified and consecrated the hitter to the 
worship of the true God. From thence he re­
turned to the fort of Kole, where he confirmed 
Kootb-ood-Deen Eibuk in the vice-regency of 
India. After this, the King’s army, laden with 
treasure, took the route of Ghizny.

Meanwhile,.' one of the relations of Pithow Kay, 
whose name was Hemraj, expelled the Gola, ox 
natural son, of Pithow Hay, from Ajmeer. ‘The 
latter had immediate recourse for assistance to 
Kootb-ood-Deen Eibuk, who accordingly marched, 

in the year 591, horn Dehly, against 
A. h . 5 9 1 .  Hem-raj." This prince gave the Ma- 
a.b. 119*. homedans battle, in which he lost
both the victory and his life, kootb-odd-Deers, 
after this event, appointed a governor of his own, 
faith to control the Raja, .and led his army to 
Nehrwala, the capital of the province of Guzerat, 
where, having defeated Bheem Dew, he took ample 
revenge for the overthrow formerly sustained 
by his master. He remained some time plunder­
ing that rich country, but was recalled by orders 
from Ghizny, and commanded to repair instantly 
to Dehly.

In the following year, Mahomed 
a . h . 5 9 2 .  Ghoory returned to Hindoostan, and 
A"D” proceeding to By ana took it j and
having conferred the government on Baha-ood 
Deen Toghrul, commanded him to besiege Gua-

N 2
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liar, himself returning to settle some affairs at 
Gbizny,, in the mean time, the strong fort of 
Gualiar fell after a long siege. Kootb-ood-Deett 
Eifouk, ambitious of extending his conquests, led 
Ins army into Rajpootana, where, having experi­
enced a severe defeat, he was compelled to seek 

protection in the fort of Ajjmeer. 
a.'” ' m i  In the year 59S, Kootb-ood-Deen 

marched again from Dehly, and re­
duced Nehrwala, in Guzerat, with all its depend­
encies. After his return, he took the forts of 
Kalunjur, Ealpy, and Budaoon.

Mahomed Ghoory, meanwhile, being* engaged in 
an expedition on the west towards Toos and 
Suruksh, heard of the death of his brother Gheias- 
ood-Deen, who had long lost all power in the 
empire, preserving only the name of King, so 
that Mahomed Ghoory succeeded without opposi­
tion. He now' returned towards Gbizny, by the 
route of Badghees. and subduing part of the 
country of Khwaruzm, recovered it out of the 
hands of the Suljooks. He divided this new 
conquest among several members of his own fa­
mily, giving the government of FeroozkOoh and 
Ghoor to his nephew Mullik Zeea-ood-Deen, son- 
in-law of his late brother Gheias-ood-Deen, He 
also gave Boost, Furreh, and Isfurar, to the Prince 
Mahomed, his brother’s son, and the government 
of H irat and its dependencies to Nasir-ood-Deen, 
his nephew by a sister.

On his arrival at Gbizny, according to the will 
of his deceased brother, he was crowned in form ; 
and ascended the throne. In the same year he

' G°^X ' .........  . . .
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heard of the death of Mahomed Zeemk, Prince of 
Murv, and in the ’ beginning of the next'year 
marched to complete the conquest of Khwaruzm,
The King of Khwaruzm, unable to oppose him in 
the field, shut, himself up in the capital of that 
name. Mahomed Ghoory having encamped on the 
banks of the great canal, which had been formerly 
dug to the westward of the city, forthwith attacked 
the place, but lost many brave officers and men 
in an attempt to escalade-it.

Meanwhile news arrived that Kurra Beg, the 
general of Ghoorkhan, King of Khutta, and 
Oothman Khan Samarkantly, were advancing with 
armies to the relief of Khwaruzm Shah. Maho­
med Ghoory, unwilling to abandon his hopes of 
taking the city, delayed his retreat till the allied 
armies advanced so near, that he was compelled to 
burn his baggage, and to retire with the utmost 
precipitation towards Khorassan. His army was 
pressed so closely by troops from that province, 
that he was compelled to give battle, and was wholly- 
defeated, losing all his elephants and treasure; 
while the confederate kings, who had taken a 
circuit to cut off his retreat towards Ghizny, in­
tercepted him.

Surrounded thus by the enemy, he fought, as 
usual, desperately, though overpowered by num­
bers. Of his late noble army, there now remained 
scarce a hundred men, who still defended their 
King: in spite of which, with this small band he 
cut his wav through his enemies, and arrived in 
safety at the fort of Andkhoo, situated a short dis­
tance from the field of battle. Herein he was be»

n 3



65 5 %L
M A H O M E D  9U (K >JiV *

sieged; but onpaying.a large ransom to (Jothman 
Khan Samarkand}!', and abandoning the place, he 
was suffered to return to his own dominions.

When Mahomed Ghoory was defeated, one of 
his officers, named Zeenffi escaped from the field, 
and imagining his. master was slain, made his way 
to Mooltam, Having waited on Ameer Daood 
HiissjuOj governor of the province, he told him 
that he had a private message from the king. 
Ameer Daood Hussun retired with him into his 
closet, where the assassin pretending to whisper 
into his, par,, drew a dagger ami stabbed him to the 
heart. He then ran instantly to the court-yard, 
where he, proclaimed aloud, that he had killed the 
traitor, Ameer Daood, in obedience to the King's 
command, and producing a, false order, and com­
mission, to assume the government* h$ was acknow­
ledged by the army and the people.

The chief of the tribe of mountaineers, called 
G ukkurs, at this time, hearing' that the King was 
certainly slain,, aspired to; independence ; and col­
lecting in great numbers, advanced towards Lahore,, 
laying waste the country between, the rivers Jhee- 
lum ami Spdra. * Mahomed Ghoory had now ob­
tained permission of the allies to retire unmolested 
from, the fort of Andkhoo, and arrived, at Ghizny, 
where Ins own slave Yehlooz, having seized on the 
city, opposed his entrance,, which obliged the King 
to continue hjs route to Mooltan, Here Zeeruk’, 
who had rebelled against him, also resisted him ;

* Sod'n is a town in the Clnraab, where that river is called' 
after it, as if we should say, the London river instead of the 
Thames.
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but Mahomed Ghoory being by this time joined by 
many of his friends, gave him battle, and. obtaining 
a complete victory, took the traitor prisoner. The 
troops of the borders of India having rallied around 
him, he marched to Ghizny, and at the entreaties 
of the citizens forgave his rebel slave, and quietly 
obtained possession of the place. Mahomed 
.Ghoory .now concluded a treaty of peace with the 
King of Khwamzin; after which, in order to chas­
tise the Gukkurs, he-'marched towards India. 
Kootb-ooibDeen Eibuk, from Dehly, attacked the 
Gukkurs on the east, while the King engaged 
them from the west. They were defeated and 
dispersed; and Lahore being recovered out of their 
hands, Kootb-ood-Deen Eibuk returned to his 
government of Dehly.

During the residence of Mahomed Ghoory at 
Lahore, on this occasion, the Gukkurs, who in­
habited the country along the banks of the Nilab, 
up to the foot of the mo untains of Sewalik, exercised 
unheard of cruelties on the Mahometans, and oft t 
off’ the communication between the provinces of 
Pishawur and Mooltan. These Gukkurs were a 
race of wiki barbarians, without either religion or 
morality. It was a custom among them as soon 
as a female child was born to carry her to 
the door of the house, and there proclaim aloud, 
holding the child in one hand, and a knife in the 
other, that any person who wanted a wife might 
now take her, otherwise she was immediately put 
to death. By this means, they had more men than 
women, which occasioned tire custom of several

N 4
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husbands to one wife. * When this wife was 
visited by one of her husbands, she left a mark 
at the door f, which being observed by any of the 
other husbands, he withdrew. till the signal was 
taken away. This barbarous people continued, to 
make incursions on the Mahomedans till, in the 
latter end of this King's reign, their chieftain was 
converted.to the true faith when a captive. After 
becoming a proselyte he procured his release from 
the King, who endeavoured to persuade him to 
convert his followers, and at the same time ho­
noured him with a title and dress, and confirmed 
him in the title of chief of the mountains. A 
great part of these mountaineers, having very little 
notion of any religion, were easily induced to 
adopt the tenets of the true faith, at the same time 
most of the infidels who inhabited the mountains 
between Ghizny and the Indus were also con­
verted, some by force and others by persuasion ; 
and at the present day, being 1018 of the Hijra 
(A.D. 1609), they continue to profess the faith of 
Islam.

Mahomed Ghoory, having settled the affairs of 
India, marched in the year 602 from 

a , o ’ 1205. I^hore, in the direction of Ghizny, con­
ferring the government of Bamyan on

* Infanticide appears, therefore, to be an ancient custom 
among this people. I t was, probably, introduced, by the 
Scythian hordes in their emigrations into India. The plurality 
of husbands is, 1 believe, now confined to the Indians of the 
western coast,

t  In ah Asiatic countries, the shoes being left tit the door 
indicate the presence of visitors.
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one of bis relations (Buha-ood-Deen), with orders, 
that when he himself should move towards Toork- 
istan (which he shortly proposed doing), Buha- 
ood-Deen should march also with all the forces "of 
Batnvan, and encamp on the banks of the Jyhodn 
(or Oxus), there to await further orders. He was 
directed, in the mean time, to throw a bridge over 
that river. But Mahomed Ghoory was destined 
never to undertake this project j for on the second 
Shaban h Shaban, having reached the village
a. ii. 602. of Eolituk,... on the banks of the-Indus,
March 14. go Gukkurs, who had lost some of their 
A'J,‘ * relations in the late wars, entered into
a conspiracy against the King’s life, and sought an 
opportunity to carry their horrid purpose into 
effect. The weather being sultry, Mahomed had 
ordered the screens, which surround the royal tents 
in the form of a large square, to be struck, in 
order to give free admission to the air. This 
afforded the assassins an opportunity of seeing into 
the sleeping apartments. They found their way 
up to the tents in the night, and hid themselves, 
while one of them advanced to the tent-door, but 
being stopped by a sentry who was about to seize 
him, lie plunged his dagger into his breast. The 
cries of the dying man roused the guard, who 
running out to see what was the matter, the other 
assassins took that opportunity of cutting their way 
into the King’s tent.

He was asleep, with two slaves fanning him.
These stood petrified with terror, when they 
beheld the Gukkurs enter, who, without hesitation, 
sheathed their daggers in the King’s body, which

xSSt .si&X - ......:................................. , .........  ......
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DKas afterwards found to have been pierced by no 
fewer than 22 wounds.

Titus fell Sooltau Moyiz-ootl-Deen Mahomed 
Cflooryf in. the year 602, after a reign of 32 years 
front the corotuencernont of his- government' over 
Ghizny, and three from his accession to the 
throne. The Vizier, Khwaja-ool-Moolk, secured 
some of the assassins, and put them to a cruel 
death. Then calling the chiefs together, and 
having obtained their promise of fidelity in pro­
tecting the King's property, which, loaded 4000 
camels, he prevented the army and the slaves, who 
bad proposed, to plunder it, from carry ing their 
scheme into, execution. The body was conveyed 
is* mournful pomp towards Ghizny; but when the 
array reached Pishawur, a contest arose about the 
succession to the throne.

The chiefs of Ghoor claimed it for Balia-ood- 
Deen, the King’s cousin, governor of Bamyan, 
and one of the seven sons of Eiz-ood-Ifeen floos- 
seio; while the Vizier and the officers of the 
Tocrky mercenaries' espoused the- cause of. Mali- 
mood, son of the late King, Gheias-ood-Deeu, the 
elder brother of Mahomed Ghoory. The Vizier 
wished to march by the route of Kirman, where 
he knew the governor, Taj-ood-Dee® Yeidooz, was 
in the interest of Mahmood, hoping, th r o u g h  his 
-assistance, to secure, at least, the treasure foi his 
own. party. The chiefs of Ghoor, on the other 
hand, insisted on proceeding by the route which 
lay nearest to Bamyan, that they might the sooner 
be s u p p o r te d  by Bafra-ood-Deen. Botlv parties
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being thus on the eve of open hostility, the point 
was given up to the Vizier.

On reaching Kirman, after having suffered 
greatly by the attacks of 'the mountaineers, Taj- 
ood-Deen Yeldooz came to meet the Vizier and 
the King’s hearse, at sight of which lie .unbuckled 
his armour, threw dust on his head, and evinced 
every demonstration of sincere grief. He attended 
Shtibw 22. the funeral to Ghizny, where the King 
a . it. 6 0 2 . was buried, on the 22d Shaban, in a 
April 3. new vault which had been built for bis 

a. d. i a0&, daughter.
The treasure this prince left behind him is 

almost incredible. We shall only mention, as an 
instance of his wealth, that he had in diamonds 
alone, of various sizes, 500 mums*; the result of 
nine expeditions into Hindoostan, from each of 
which he returned laden with wealth, excepting 
on two occasions.

Mahomed Ghooiy bore the character of a just 
monarch, fearing God, and ever having the good 
of his subjects at heart. He paid great attention 
to learned and devout men, and was never 
deficient in serving them to the utmost of his 
power.

* t o n  lb s . w e ig h t .
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A  Toorky slave o f Mahomed Ghoory—  his form er life and  
history-— is left Governor o f  India  —  h  besieged in Hansy by 
the Hindoos, who are defeated, and compelled to retire —  quits 
Hansy to meet Mahomed Ghoory coming fr o m  Phhawur, 
Recapitulation o f  the campaign. —  Kootb-ood-Deen is styled  
son by Mahomed Ghoory— is presented with a white elephant.
—  Ajmeer taken front the Raja, and bestowed on Gola, his 
natural son. —  Hemraj, a relation, expels Gola. —  Kootb-ood- 
Deen marches to oppose the usurper, who is defeated.
Ajmeer tributary to the Moslems. —  Kootb-ood-Deen invades 
Guzerat —  defeats the Hindoos, and returns to  Hansy  —  visits 
Kohram and Dehty . —  The Raja o f  Guzerat smites with the 
Raja o f  Ncigoar to take Ajmeer. —  Kootb-ood-Deen marches 
to oppose them, but is defeated, and severely wounded. — -

Ajmeer besieged by the allies........ - Kootb-ood-Deen receives
reinforcements fro m  G hizny— - raises the siege, and pursues 
the Hindoos to Aboogur — ■ a bloody battle ensues, in which 
50,000 Hindoos are sla in—■proceeds to Guzerat, and leaves 
an officer to occupy the country. —  Kalunjur besieged and 
taken by the Moslems, —  Mahomed Bukhtyar Khiljy sent to
occupy Behar. - ...  Kootb-ood-Deen Eibuk invested with the
ensigns o f  royalty by the successor o f  Mahomed Ghoory —  

ascends the throne at Lahore, and assumes the title o f King  
o f  India  —  is attacked by Taj-ood-Decn Yvldooz, whom he 
defeats —  pursues him to Ghizny, and is again crowned —  

expelled fro m  G hizny— returns to Ind ia— death and cha­
racter. —  L ife  o f  Taj-ood-Deen Yeldooz.

Kooxb-ooi>~Doen was of a brave and virtuous 
disposition ; open, and liberal to his friends, cour­
teous and affable to strangers. In the art of war
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and good govern merit he was inferior to none, nor 
was he a mean proficient in literature. In his 
childhood he was brought from Toorkisfcan to Nj~ 
shapoor, and there sold by a merchant to Kazy 
Fukhr-ood-Deen, Bin Abdool Azee-z Kopiy, who 
finding that heaven had endowed him with genius, 
sent him to school, where he made considerable ■ 
progress in the Persian and Arabic languages, as 
well as in science. His-patron and master dying 
suddenly, be w a s  sold as part of his estate by his 
executors ; and having been bought by a rich mer­
chant for a considerable sum; was presented for 
sale'to Moyiz-ood-Deen Mahomed Ghoory,

That prince purchased him, and called him by 
the familiar name of JEibuk *, from having his 
little finger broken. Eibuk conducted himself so 
much to the satisfaction of his new master, that 
he attracted his particular notice, and daily gained 
his confidence and favour. One night his mas­
ter, having given a grand entertainment at court, 
ordered a liberal distribution of presents to be made 
among his servants. Eibiik partook of this muni­
ficence, but had.no sooner retired, than he divided 
his share among his companions. The King hear­
ing of this circumstance, asked him the cause; and 
Eibuk kissing the earth, replied, that all his wants 
were so amply supplied by his Majesty's bounty, 
that he had no desire of burdening himself with 
superfluities, provided he retained bis sovereign’s 
favour. This answer so pleased the King, that he

- There is a town, also, of the same -name, on the high road 
from Balkh to Ghoor, equi-distaot from those two places.
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immediately - gave him an office near iris person, 
and shortly alter appointed him master of the 
horse.

.In one of the expeditions against the King .of 
Kbwaruzm to expel that prince from Khorassan,
Eibuk commanded a foraging party on the banks of 
the Moorghab, Here Ire was surrounded by a body 
of the enemy, and though he did the utmost to save 
his detachment, he was, after the loss of most of his 
men, taken prisoner, and carried to the King of 
Khw utiziti, who put him in irons. That monarch 
being defeated a few days after, Eibuk was dis­
covered sitting on a camel on the field, and being 
carried t« Ids old master, he was reeAi*yy& with 
great kindness.

in the year 588, when Mahomed Ghoory took 
revenge of his enemies the Hindoos, he appointed 
Eibuk, now 4iguified with the title of Kootb-ood- 
Deen *, to the chief command of the army left to 
protect his conquests. In discharge of this duty 
he. took possession of many districts around,- and 
reduced the fort of Merut j he also laid siege to 
Pehly ; but, the enemy, finding their own numbers 
far exceeded the besiegers, marched out of the 
place, and gave battle, 'The conflict was i;|an~ 
gui-nary on both sides; the river Jumna was dis­
coloured with blood i the Rajpoots were at length 
defeated, and retired within their walls, and the 
garrison after a long siege, was at last reduced to 
surrender. In the year 58y, Jeewun Ray, a 
general of the Raja of Nehrwala, in Guzerat, ad-

♦ Pole star of the faithful.
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vanoed with an army to besiege Hansy. Kobtb- 
ood-I)een marched with his forces to relieve 
it, compelled him to raise the siege,- and pur­
sued the Guzeraties to their own frontier. In 
the year following he crossed the Jumna, and 
took the fort of Kole by assault,:., wherein he found 
a thousand fine horses, and much spoil; and being 
informed of Mahomed Ghoory’s approach towards 
Kunowj, he proceeded as far as Pisliawur to me# 
him, and presented him with a hundred fine horses, 
besides two elephants, the one loaded with golf and 
the other with silver. At Pishawmy he mastered 
before the King 50,000 horse, and being honoured 
with h was preferred to the command of the
advance of the royal army.

He commanded that division when it defeated 
the Raja of Benares, who, on seeing his army 
retreat, urged on his elephant in despair. Ivootb- 
ood-Deen, who excelled in archery, came in 
contact with Raja Jye-chund, and with his own 
hand shot the arrow which,-piercing his eye, cost 
the Raja liis life.

The number of slain on this day was. so g .. at, 
that it was long ere the body of the Raja could be 
found by his friends, who were permitted to search 
for i t ; till at length his corpse was recognised by 
his artificial teeth*, which were fixed in by golden 
wires. Mahomed Ghoory, following.with the body 
of the army into the city of Benares, took pos­
session of the country as far as the boundaries of

* This is a great proof of tire progress luxury had  made in 
India at that peviod.
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•Bengal, without opposition, and having.'destroyed 
all the idols, loaded four thousand camels with 
spoils. ivootb-ood-Deen on this occasion pre­
sented the King with above three hundred elephants 
taken from the Raja of Benares.

The drivers, on a signal given, made the elephants 
bow down when brought before the King, except­
ing one white elephant which refused, This 
animal was reckoned a great curiosity, and though 
■extremely tractable at other times, had on this 
occasion almost killed his rider, when he endea­
voured, to force him to make his obeisance,

The-v King, when leaving India, sent the white 
elephant back, as a present to Kootb-ood-Deen, 
styling him son in his letter. Kootb-ood-Deen 
ever afterwards rode this animal j and at his death 
the elephant is said to have pined away with 
visible sorrow, and to have expired on" the third 
day, This was the only white elephant of which 
1 have heard in Hindoostan, though it'is said, that 
the King of Pegu* has always two white elephants, 
arid that when one dies, orders are issued to search 
the foods for another to supply his place. Kootb- 
oo.d-Been, after the departure of the King, re­
mained some days at Asny, where the Raja’s 
treasure was found; thence returning to Dehly, he 
received advices that Hem raj, the cousin of the 
discomfited Prince of Ajrneer, issuing from the 
mountains of Alwur, had driven Gobi Ray, the 
reigning Prince, towards Runtunbhore, and that

* See a "description of white elephants in Siam, in Rnlayson’s 
Mission 3.0 Siam and Hue, p. 151.
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Henrraj’s General, Chutr-llav.. was moving with 
another airmj towards Delily. Kootb-aod-Oeori 
marched to oppose him; and separating twenty 
thousand horse from the rest of his army, engaged, 
the enemy, and pul them to flight. Some days 
after, however, having collected their scattered 
troops, they retreated in good order towards 
Ajmeer, pursued during the whole way by the 
Mahonif’dans. Hem raj being joined by his General 
gained confidence and gave battle.; hot in spite of 
bis own exertions on this occasion be wa's slain and 
bis army routed. Thus Ajmeer was restored to 
the Mahotncdan government, and wits afterwards 
ruled by its laws,,

In the year 501, Kootb-ood-Doexi 
a."».Ti94, marched towards Nehnvala, the capital of 

Guzerat. Jeewun Ray, the General of 
Bheem Dew, who was encamped under the walls, 
fled at his approach; but on being closely pursued, 
he drew up his army, and fought till he lost bis 
life, when his army-' resumed its flight. Bheem 
Dew, hearing of this defeat, fled from his domi­
nions; and ■ Kootb-ood-Deen having ravaged the 
country at leisure obtained much booty. He 
marched from thence to the fort1 Of Hansy, which 
he repaired, and having visited Kohram returned 
to Dchty.

Meanwhile''advices- reached him from the go­
vernor of the districts near Runtunbhore, that the 
brother tof Gold Ray o f Ajmeer, who lived in the 
hills, threatened to invade Ins territories. This 
news induced Rootb-ood-Deen to move to bis 
relief on which the enemy retired; and Kdotb-



ood-Deen paid a visit to... Gola Ray, who enter­
tained turn magnificently, land- at his ,'departure, 
presented him with some fine jewels, and two tents 
of gold tissue. He. soon after returned to Dehly; 
and it is related m the Taj-pol-Maadr, a work de­
dicated to Kootb-ood-Deen, that he wrote to the 
King a particular account of his conquests, which 
so pleased his sovereign, Mahomed Ghoory, that 
he ordered his attendance at Ghizny, .for 'which 
place he set out, .and was received.-with Every de­
monstration of joy and respect. Kootb-ood-Deen, 
same time after, having obtained permission to 
return to his .government, espoused the daughter 
of Taj-ood-Deen Yehlooz, governor of Kimiatt in 
Pislmwur, and celebrated the marriage-festival with 
great splendour after his arrival at Dehly, He 
soon after engaged in the siege of the fort of 
By an a $ but hearing that the King his master had 
taken the route of Iiindaostan, Kootb-ood-Deen 
went as far as Hansy to meet him,. Both now re­
turned to iByaria; which place was taken. Mia- 
homed Ghoory gave charge of it to Baha-ood- 
Deen Toghrui, one of his trusty slaves, and then 
proceeded to Gualiar, where the Raja, having 
agreed to pay tribute, purchased the forbearance 
of the King for the time with a considerable sum 
of money and jewels,

Immediately after these transactions Mahomed 
Ghoory returned to Ghizny, leaving Kootb-ood- 
Deen as before, viceroy of all the conquered 
provinces of India.

At this time news arrived that the Raja of 
Nagoor and many other Hindoo rajas had entered

0 2
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into an alliance with the Meres, a race of people 
in that country, and, together with the Iiaja of 
Nehrwala, had foi mod a design to wrest .Ajmeer froni 
the Mahomedans. The army of Koolb-ood-Deen 
being dispersed over bis provinces, he was forced 
to march in person against these confederates with 
the tew troops present in Delily, in order to 
prevent, if possible, the junction of the forces of 
Nehrwala; but luf was "defeated. After liar' ug 
been frequently dismounted in the ac ion, and 
having received six wounds, he still fought with 
his wonted courage, till being forced at length by 
his attendants off the field, be was carried in a litter 
to Ajineer.

The Meres, rejoicing at this victory, now formed 
a junction with the forces of Guzerat, and sat down 
before Ajineer. Intelligence of this event corn ing 
to the ears of the King, he sent a strong rein­
forcement from Ghizny to the relief of Kootb-ood- 
Deen. Ajmeer held out till the arrival of the suc­
cours, and the enemy raised the siege, Kootb- 

ood-Deen having recovered from his 
t. D. uue. wounds pursued the besieging army to 

Nehrwala, taking in his way the forts of 
Baly and Nadole. He there received advices that 
Wallin# and Darabarz, in alliance with the Raja 
of Nehrwala, were encamped near the fort of 
Abooghur, in the province of Sirohy, to defend the 
passes into Guzerat, Kootb-ood-Deen, notwith­
standing the difficulties of the road, and the disad- *

* I have been unable to .determine the first, of these names 
the latter, according to Colonel Tod, was the .last of the Po'war 
dynasty of Abooghur,



111 .. <SL
K00TB*0OD-DEEX EIBUK. ] ( y y

vantages ofground, attacked them; and on this
occasion above fifty thou^aorl nf *KrUUJ ™ojo,uul ot the .enemy are
aid to have xalieii on the field, besides twenty

. W(ho taltt!n Prisoners Vast spoils 
. ° . 11 dp the hands of the victors, Ravin-

lu“ a: some ^ t ,  Kootb-ood-Decn pursued
ŵ , Unl ‘® ‘!f °  Gu5Serat> ravaged th a t ' country 
1VILhout further opposition, and took the cifcv of 
Nehrwnla, where he left an officer' with a J o n -  
^arrisca. IJe now returned to Dehiy by the wa?

f lKt S®nt * lar«° <lliantlty of jewels and 
anddH-anl ai ? t manj S aVeS’ t0the Kin^ at Ghizny, 
ihUovv'soidim!6 reniamdei' ° f the Sp°iis amonS his

A .„. 599, ] n th c  y e a r  - m  he mustered,his forces, 
a. i). 12 0 2 . ;in« marched against Kalunjur, where .he 

was opposed by the Baja of that country,
«  iom he je fa te d ;  then, d isa rm in g  hi,
r  ' P  s,e«c •» «>« «>". The flap , « » * ,  htosX  
haul pressed, offered Koottwwd-Deen E buk  the 
same tribute and presents which his ancestor 

1 % merIf  P^id to Sooltau Mali mood. The 
tnoposal was accepted; but the Baja’s minister 
Who resolved to hold out without coa,iDg to t ™  ’ 
caused h,s master to be aSSas5in.,e d, gJ S h S
I esents were preparing, The Hindoo flag being 
again hoisted on the • te f
but the n!^.o t ts ge recommenced,LUi the place was eventually reduced

he l’P °f a *** V 4 ^hitwLh
upphed the garrison with water. The plunder of 

Kalunjiir was great in gold and jewels. ?

the Z h 7 o f r 1 ° 0W ffiarche<1 t0 Mahoba, capital of the principality 0i V  W  whicJj
; o 3
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place he also subdued, together with Budaoow, 
lying between the rivers Jumna and Ganges. 
Mahomed Bukhtyar Khiijy,. who had been ap­
pointed governor of Behai- by the King, but had 
for some, time back paid little attention to the 
royal commands, <<rne at this time to pay.a.visit 
to Kootb-ood-Deen, conciliating him with rich 
presente,

At the time when Mahom&l Ghoory, after bis 
defeat in Toorkistan, returned to India, ho was 
joined by Kootb-ood-Deen Eibuk, and .Shuitts- 
ood-Altmisli, another of Ms slaves, by whoso 
vjalour and fidelity he defeated .the Gukkurs in 
several actions,, and recovered Lahore from them. 
Matters being thus peaceably, settled, Kootb-ood- 
Deen returned to ibis government, and the. King 
was. retiring towards' Ghizny, when he was assas­
sinated by.: the.: Gnkkurs. Mahmoud,. his nephew,. . 
assumed tire royal, titles at Ghoor, and, on his 
accession, sent all the insignia of royalty, a throne, 
a'-canopy, standards, drums,, and the title of King, 
to Kootb-ood-Deen -Eibuk, desi rous of securing his 
interest, and being fey no means able to oppose his 
power, if be refused to acknowledge him.. Kootb- 
ood-Deen Elfeofc received these marks of favour 

I g with becoming respect at .Lahore, where 
a,, ii. 602." he ascended the throne on the 18th of 
July m> Zeekad, a. n. 002. He returned from 
a . d. 1206. 1|K.,jCe iu a few days .to„Peh.l,y,

Meanwhile Taj-ood-Deen Yeldooz marched an 
army from Ghizny, with an intention to take 
Lahore, which he effected fey-the.treachery of the 
governor, whom he afterwards expelled. Kooth-
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ofrt-Dcen hearing of this event, disputed fils right,
. F03 H°d in the year bOS a war ensued

a ‘, n. m s .  between tbese cljM** At. length Taj.
ood Been Yeldooz was expelled the city, 

anti obliged to fly towards Kirman M  Shivainm .j 
Kootb-ood-Been 'Eibuk pursued: him as far as ,
C:i hizriy, in which city he was again crowned, 
taking that kingdom also into his own hands.

K ootb-ood-Deen, after this, utiaccountably gave 
Iiirnself up to. wine and pleasure, till the citizens of 
Ghmiyi disgusted with ids conduct, sent privately 
to 1 aj-otxi-Deen i eluooz, acquainting him with 
the King’s negligence, and entreating- his return.
I  aj-ood-Been .raised troops with great .secrecy and 
expedition, adt unceu towards (lhiany, and sur­
prised kootb-ood-Dheii, who had no intelligence of 
his design till the day before his arrival.& It was 
now too late to attempt ■i defence, so that he was 
compelled to abandon Ghizny and to retire to 
JLanorc. Kootfa-ood-Deen now became sensible of 
Ids tody, and repented: after which he continued 
to eveici.ie justice, temperance, and morality; and 
his ■rir.gdoin was governed by the best (aws till 
. ■ bis death, which happened,in the year

a . d . 1210, w '»  b}r a from his horse, in a., 
match at chowgan. *

' * Tbf  gailu‘ ’>f chowgan, like o t«  .‘bot-balh -consists in two 
opposite pai-m:,; endeavouring t0 pro,.el a bail beyond certain 
hounds. The parties m this game, however, are on horseback, 
and il,e p-'nyers m e  bats, like our rackets, to strike the 'ball.
, *, ga™e was> lt is suPposed, introduced into Southern Asia 
bytiK. farter*, but it is last in India, and is, I believe, ;v? v 
never^dayed eyea in Persia*

o 4
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l-’is reign, properly speaking, lasted only four 
years, though he enjoyed "all the state' and. dig­
nities ol a king for upwards of twenty, if we reckon 
from the period of the capture of Delily, when he 
re ay be said , to have become' King of I ndia, though 
he assumed only the title of Comrminder-in-Chixf of 
his patron Mahomed Ghoory, He was certainly 
a great captain, and might be classed, among the 
greatest men in history, had not his licentious con­
duct at -Ghizny tarnished the glory of his life.
H e was famous throughout the East, for his gene­
rosity, for which he obtained the surname of Lak- 
bukhsh, Bestower of Laks.” When a man is 
praised for generosity in India, they say to this 
day, « He is as liberal as Kootb-ood-Deen Eibtikd ’

IJE E  OF.- TAJ-OOD-DEEN ' YEt-DOOZ.

JWahomed G hooky having no children excepting* 
one daughter, took pleasure in educating Toorky 
slaves, whom he afterwards adopted, f'udr of 
those slaves, besides Kootb-ood-Deen, became 
great princes, of whom Taj-ood-Deen Yeldooz 
was one. The, King having observed him to be 
a youth of merit, advanced him gradually till 
he conferred on him the government of the pro­
vinces- of Ki rin an and Shivuran, which he be­
tween Ghizny and India. His situation gave him 
an opportunity of frequently entertaining his 
prince, during his expeditions to and from the latter 
country, which he always did with great magnifi­
cence, making presents to all the King’s attendants-
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conferred o !  (^ ° o r y l i! \ llis  ,ast expedition to India,
.... 11 , 011 la j-o e iD e e n  the privilege o f 0 -

S  d ° hi^  au h^ i ’A ;! Was usVla11/  confined to the heir apparent 
es“ the death of that monarch, the Toorkyofficers

r T c S ?  “Trf tte PnUCe Mahmood̂f M iuf t co,l.[),e|t; but Mabmood being 
mambitious, and naturally indolent, declined *h 

additional cares of the Gbiznv government ami re
(S 'o l; « *  lh‘»™ « fh k  ancestors at
r n Z j ^ “ T dt l , ew * « s aJ, .tciaunpd laj-pod-Deen Yeldoa; K in co fG h izn v
coctc.rt receive homage fro,., that

1 ™ Wst act of Taj-ood-Deen, after I,is access,,,,,
»a» the invasion of the Punjab, and the seizure of 
(.al,ore, as we have seen in the former ' ° ‘
1* 1!C 1 occasion, being defeated by Kootb-ool- Deen 
rihok, lie lost his kingdom, which he, however

X I S r .....* - *
oi Sfestan. Mihmnnri .,1. , " ' P“ ^

Mahomed Shah, King of k S £ .  " S

t00t GWZ"-V'
ov 'm 'i finili”8 ihc norftiern hold'el an

1 !,,r c,i iorlnm> recruited bis army, andnwrehed 
some tUneafter tfie death of Kootb-oad-DceTSufe 
With a view to conquer India. After reduci 
lew of the northern districts, he was defeated mfar 
. ? 1 * y  * lums-ood-I^euAltmish, and beingr taken 
prisoner, died in confinement. The whole length 
- h -  reign was nine years. As we have already
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given the history of two of Maiiotmed Ghooiyfs 
adopted slaves, who assumed the title of 'King, it 
may not be improper here to say something of 
' Bahu-ood-Deen Toghrul, who ‘raised himself from 
the same low situation. Balia-ood-D^en Toghrol 
was a--chief of some repute in the service of Ma­
homed Ghoory. Vv1 hen the fort .of By an a was 
taken, the command of’ it was given to Baha-odch 
Be«. n Toghrul, and the King proceeded himself to 
Gualiar, as -w-e have seen before. But after he left 
Hiodoostan, Toghrul continued to infest the 
country about Gualiar, having been assured by the 
King at his departure, that if  he conquered'the 
place, he would confirm him m its governm ent 

..Seeing that all his.efforts were unavailing, dw ing 
to .the garrison find-ng means-of obtaining -supplies, 
he ordered small forts to be built all round, in 
'which he placed garrisons, and by this means 
effectually blockaded the hills. I t  held out, how- 
ever, nearly a whole year j when, being distressed 
for provisions, the Raja sent a deputation privately 
to Kootb-o.od-D.ecM Eibuk to come and tithe 'pos­
sesion of the place, rather than deliver it into tire 
hands of Baha-ood-Decn Toghrul Kooftnood- 
Been Eibuk accordingly sent his troops to occupy 
Gualiar, a circumstance which had nearly produced, 
a. war between the two chiefs. Death, however, 
terminated the feud,Tor at this moment, Toghrul 
suddenly expired. The actions of the other two 
princes, formerly. slaves ..of Mahomed Ghoory, will 
be found in the histories of Sind and Bengal, to 
which, they more properly belong.
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Succeeds h h  f a t h e r  on th e  th ro n e  a t  'DM,,.....~D  t e n s i o n s  in  th e

1 $ t * £  ° 0^ 8 ***** «*# %  Nasir-Quil-
I tp iu k o o o a c iw . ,  — B e n g a l  u su rp ed  h y  M a h o m e d  B u k h t m r  
A«“7,;y-* Im b e c ility  o f  A r a m  a p p a re n t—  A depu ta tio n  f r o m  
th e  nobles matt. on. K h u m s-o o d -B een  A ltm ish , the  s o n - i n - M  o f

, R o o tb -o o d -D e c n  JEikitr, in v i t in g  h im  to  a scend  the  th r o n e .—
A ra m  opposes A ltm ish , h i t  is  d e fea ted , a n d  loses h is k in g d o m .

A  kter the death of Koofb-ood-Deen, his son 
Aram ascended the throne of Dehly, though he 
was ill adapted to govern such an empire. Nasir- 
oori-Deen Koobacha, one of the adopted slaves of 
Mahomed Ghoory, marched with an armv towards 
;;';d> which he conquered, as aiso Moo]tan, Oocha, 
oJuvaran, and other places. Mahomed Bukhtyar 
JCh,,jy» another of the slaves of Mahomed Ghoory 
having possessed himself of Bengal, asserted his in­
dependence; and at the same time other dependent 
cinef threw off their allegiance in many parts of 
the empire.

In this state of affairs, Ameer Ally Ismael, and 
Ameer Daood Delimy, together with other nobles 
at Dchlyy becoming discontented, sent a derm- 
tahon to >Shurns-ood-Deen Altmish, the son-in-law 
and adopted son of Kootb-ood-Deen Eibuk (then 
governor of Budaoon), inviting him to ascend 
the throne. bhums-ood-Deen, without hesitation,
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marched Ms army to Dehiy, and by the assistance 
of his party met with a cordial reception,

Aram, fearful o f trusting .himself in his capital, 
hat' previously, withdrawn into the country, and 
having recruited a fine army, advanced and gave 
battle to Shums-Qod-Iheen AJtmish within sight o f 
the city, in which Aram lost the Victory, and 
with it his kingdom, which he enjoyed scarcely one 
year. ''
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SHUM S-OOD-DEEN A L T M ISH ;

H u  orig in-espouses the daughter o f  Kooib-ood-Deev Eibuk 
~  w created general-in-ciiief o f  the K ings army —  dom es  
his br(fther-m4m Aram., and ascends the throne. —  Dis~ 
sermons in the s la te . - T h e  Toorky cavalry quit him, and 
sou hue nf,er march to Deftly to dethrone him. — The 
i. corks are defeated. - -  T.aj-ood-Deen Yeldooz, hang expelled 

fro m  (,1/itzny by the troops o f  K h m rm m  Shah, occupies 
i  uryab, and even seizes on Tahneswur— is defeated by Alt- 
m sh.and taken — dies in prison. —  Altmish defeats Naiir-ood- 
Deeu tiopbacha o f  Mooltan, in two actions in Punjab 
proceeds to Bengal, and establishes his authority over Gheias- 
ood-Been, the son o f  Mahomed Bukhtyar Khiljy — leaves h k  
svr, Drmr-ood-Deen Mahmood in Behar. ~~ The letter defeats 
and kids Ghems-ood-Dem Bukhtyar in battle, and secures the 
occupation o f Bengal. —  Shuns-ood-Deen Altmish proceeds to %
1 1 a, Han —  expels Nasir-vod-Deen Koobacha, and leaves his 
minister, N/zam-ooi-Mool/c Jooneidy, in charge. —  Shums- 
ood-Deen reduces Runtunlhore, Mcmdo, and all M a lm  ~
An embassy fro m  the Caliph arrives at D ikiy. — Nasir-'ood- 
Deen Mahmood, the King’s eldest son, dies in Bengal. —
1 he title and territory conferred on the. King’s youngest son, 
.C j rt lng relakes Uwdiar, which had fallen into the hands

16 Hmdoos ~~ l<ikes Bhilsa and Oojein....proceeds towards
M oM an — is taken ill on the road — returns to DeUy -  his

lx . is related in the Tubkat Nasiry, that Shuras- 
ood-Deen Altmish was a descendant, on his 
mothers side, from a noble family of Khutta, and 
that his father was of the tribe of Albery, and was 
called Lelum Khan. In his youth he was the 
favourite of his father, and being envied hy the
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rest of his brothers, they determined to get rid of 
him. One day while hunting, they stripped him, 
and sold him to a company of liavelling- merchants.
The merchants carried him to Bokhara, and sold 
him to one of the relations of Siidr ' Jehan, prince 
of that country,, under whom he received a liberal, 
education. On the death, of his master he was 
again, exposed to sale, and purchased by a mer­
chant, who sold him again to another, who carried 
him to Ghizny.

Sooltan Mahomed Ghoory heard at Ghizny of 
Altm-ish’s beauty and talents,, but could not agree 
with the merchant about his price. He was there­
fore carried back to Bokhara, as none durst buy 
him on account, of the King’s displeasure, till 
Kootb-ood-Deen Eibak, obtaining the King’s per­
mission, .purchased him at Deidy, whither he had 
invited the merchants, for 50,000 pieces of silver. 
Kootb-ood-Deen Etbuk, also, at the same time, 
bought another slave, whom he called Tog-ban,
He was afterwards appointed governor of Surhind, 
Kootb-ood-Deen Hibuk had three daughters, the 
eldest of whom was married to Nasir-ood-Deen 
Koebaeha, the second to Shums-ood-Deen Alt- 
..isij, and upon the death of the eldest, Nasir-ood- 

Deen Koobacha was allowed to marry her sister , 
the youngest daughter.

Altmish, as the son-in-law of his master, rose- in 
rank till he was created general-in-chief; and, 
upon the death of Eibak, as we have before re­
lated, he advanced against the capital, expelled 
Aram, from the throne in. the year 6(>7, and de­
clared himself King with the title of Shums-ood-



T)een Altmish. On his accession he was acknow­
ledged by many chiefs and princes; but some of 
his generals taking-offence, went off with the greater 
part of his Toorky horse, the flower -f his army.
These, connecting themselves with other, Ihaiecon- 
tents-in the districts, advanced with a great force 
towards Pehly, where they were opposed by 
Altmish, and defeated. Their chief, Fiirokb, was 
slain in the field, .and the rest 'were, so closely 
pursued,, that in a short time they were all either 
killed, or taken, which established Aitmisli on the 
throne.

Soon after, this event,' Oodye-Sa,' the tributary 
raja, of Jahvtir, having refused to make the usual 
payments, the King was, induced to march and 
reduce him to obedience. Taj-ood-Been Yeldooz, 
at this time king of Ghizny,' sent to Altmish the 
ensigns of royalty, pretending to confirm him in 
the government of Ind ia; but soon after, when 
i'eldooz was himself defeated by the troops of 
Khwanizm Shah, and retired to Kirman and 
Sbivuran, he fumed his views towards the conquest 
of the East. In the first instance he seized the 
country of .Punjab, and occupied the city of
a h 612 ff'r*’hneswur in the year 612, where he 
A.ulms, endeavoured by his emissaries at the 

court of Dolby to raise a faction in his 
favour. Shums-ooil- Deed Altmish meanwhile col­
lected his troops, and advanced towards him. An ^  ;
action took place on the plains of iNkrain ; Taj- 
ood-Deen Yeldooz was defeated, and with many 
of his officers taken prisoner and imprisoned in 
Budaoon, where, according to some accounts, he

,a»»MS-ooD.ru:!ESF altm ish , &07
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.
died a natural death, but according to others, he 
was poisoned.

In  - the year 614, A itinish attacked 
a| jj‘ ’i^n, Nasir-ood-Deeo Koobacha, Jus brother- 

in-law, at Munsooreea, on the banks 
of the Chunab, and gained a complete victory. 
During the following year several chiefs of the 
tribe of Khilluj inhabiting the country near 
Ghizny, being defeated, by Nasir-ood-Deeri Koo­
bacha, ded for protection to Shums-ood-Deen Alt- 
mish, who espousing their cause, marched against 
Nasir-ood-Deen, and a second time overthrew, him, 
and recovered the countries lost by the chiefs o f 
Khilluj, after which he returned to Dehly. In 

the year 6X8, the famous bu t unfortunate 
Julal-ood-Deeu Khwaruzm Shall, being 
defeated in the north -by Chungiz Khan, 

retreated, towards Lahore, where Altmish opposed 
and compelled him to retreat towards Sind and 
Sewustan. Nizam-ood-Deen Ahmud and some 
other historians have placed the arrival of Julal- 
ood-Deen in Hindoostan subsequently to the death 
of Nasir-ood-Deen Koobacha j but their testimony 
in this particular does not seem to me to merit 
attention

In the year 622, Shums-pod-Deen led 
a! »’ 1225. bis army towards Behar, and Luknowty 

where he exacted tribute from Gheias- 
ood-Deen Bukhtyar Klhljy, then Frince of Bengal, 
whose history we shall give in its proper place. *

* This is another nam e for the city  of Goof, the site o f  w hich 
is laid down in all the m aps near Raj M ahal, on the Ganges.



He caused the Bengal currency to be struck in his 
own name, and, appointing his son KTasir-ood-Deen.
Mah mood to the government of Behar, returned to 
Dohly. But soon after war having broken out 
between Nasir-ood-Deen Manhmood, Prince of 
JBehar, and Ghoias-ood-Deen Bukhtyar,. Khiljy of 
Bengal, the latter was defeated and slain; and 
Nasir-ood-Deen - took possession of his principality 
and his treasure, out of which he sent ample 
presents to his friends at, Dehly.

According to the most authentic historians it 
was in this year (&‘I2 )  that Slnims-ood-Deon 
Altmish marched against; Nasir-ood-Deen Koo- 
bacha, who possessed the provinces on the Indus., 
and who, unable to oppose him in the field, left 
a strong garrison in Oocha* and retired to Buk- 
kui, Altmish detached Nizam-ool-Moolk* Joo- 
neidy, his vizier,'with half of the army, in pursuit 
of Naztr-ood-Deen Koobacha, while with the 
other half he 'himself laid siege to Oocha, which 
he reduced in two months and twenty days.,
When the news of the fall of Oocha reached Nasir- 
ood-Deen Koobacha, lie sent his son Alla-ood- 
Deen Betram to sue for peace. The terras were 
not settled, when information arrived, that Nasir- 
ood-Deen had been compelled by Nizam-ool-Moolk 
Jooneidy to attempt to cross the river, in which he

* It is worthy of remark, that this is the first vizier in Him 
doostan who receiv ed the title o f Nizam-ool-Moolk, It appears 
to  have been very generally adopted afterwards; and we find the 
descendant o f the last Nizam-ool-Moolk now on the nnisoud 
o f Hyderabad.

"lw  v o l , r. ' p  " v  |
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was drowned ; after which, the whole country sub­
mitted to AUiitisl)> " 'A
. Aq* In the year 60$, A 'finish reduced the 
a. 0.ig2e. tent of Ituutunbhore, and m the .yeat 
a . h. 624. @24, that of Mamie, and the country Of 
a, d. 1327- ;]yjajWjt  At this time - Ameer Roohany, 
the most learned poet and philosopher of ins age, 
fled from Bokhara, after that city was taken by 
Chungiz Khan, and sought protection at Dehty, 
where he wrote many excellent poems.

In the year 626, an, embassy .from 
n'[o% Arabia, bringing with it royal robes from 

the Caliph, arrived at Dehly. The King 
assumed them with joy, and made, a great festival, 
distributing; rich presents. In the: same year ho 
received intelligence of the death of .his eldest 
son Nasir-ood-Deen Mahmood, Prince of Bengal.. 
Altmish conferred the same title on bis younger 
son, whom be carried with him to that province 

in the year 627, and invested him with 
1'»"pj}so government, which had fallen , into 

confusion subsequently to the death of 
the former prince. Having entirely settled this 
country, he left .Eiz-ool-Moolk Alki-ood-Decn 
Khan# to superintend its .management, and re­
turned with his. son to Dehly.

Shums-ood-Deen Altmisli formed a 
a*» m l  design, in the year 629, to reduce the

; ....... ‘ fort of Gualiar, which had, during the
short reign of his predecessor Aram, again fallen 
into the- hands of the Hindoos, Having accord- 
ing-ly besieged it for a whole year, and the garrison 
being greatly straitened, the Raja Dewbul made

AS® ■A jx  v V , 1 :
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his escape In the night, arid the gdffison Capi­
tulated ; above three hundred of whoffit were put 
to death. Mullik Taj-ood-Deen Zoobei'y, who trass 
present at the capture, has commemorated the 
date of the transaction by tout hues Carved on1 a 
stone over one of the gateways. *

After the reduction of Gualiar, the Khig 
marched his army towards Malwa, reduced the 
tort Of I3i.ti.isa, and took the city of Oojein, -where 
he destroyed a magnificent temple dedicated to 
Mfthakaiy, formed uporl the same plan with that of 
Soniriat. This temple is said to have occupied 
three hundred years in building, and was sur­
rounded by a wall one hundred cubits in height. 
The image of Vikramaditya, who had been for­
merly prince of this country, and so renowned,

• that the Hindoos have taken an sera from his
death, as also the image of Malmkaly, both of 
stone, with many other figures of brass, were found 
in the temple. These images the King caused to 
be conveyed to Dehly, and broken at the door of 
the great mosque.

After his return from this expedition, Altmish 
marched his army towards Mooltan; but falling 
sick on the road, he was obliged to return to Dehly, 
Shabanso w^ere *ie died on the goth ofShaban, in 
a .h .633. tile year 633. His vizier, towards the 
A p r i l  so. latter end of his reign, was Tukhr-ool- 
a . d . u . i 6 .  ] \.]0 0 j j t  Assamy, who had been formerly 
vizier of the Caliph of Bagdad for thirty years, 
where he was much esteemed on account of his

* The stone and the lines are still to be seen.
V S
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-’"• wisdom and learning. H e left tliat, court on 
account of some offence, and came to Dehly, 
where he was appointed prime minister. NToor» 
ood-Deen Mahomed Oofy, the author o f the Jama- 
ool-Hikayat (a collection of historical anecdotes *), 
lived during this time at the court of Delily* T he 
reign o f Shums-ood-Deen Altmish lasted twenty- 
six years. He was an enterprising, able, and good 
prince.

* J his work is a .collection of stories illustrative of the 
virtues, vices, and calamities of mankind, but possessing' no 
real value in point of authenticity.
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BOOKN-OOD-DEEH PEltOZE

Ascends ike throne ~-  his dissipated and licentious'character ~  
jpermits Ms mother to exercise great cruelty. — She murders 
the widows o f  the late king, and one o j his sons. — Distracted 
condition o f  the court. — Pretenders to the throne. — Con­

federacy o f the great chiefs o f  the kingdom against the K ing  
they assemble forces at Lahore. — The K ing marches to 

oppose them — reaches Munsoorpoor, where' he is deserted by 
seven of his generals, who raise Rwseea Begum, the K ing’s 
sister, to the throne at Dchly, The King returns to his 
capital, but is seized by his officers, and delivered over to the 
new government.

I t appears from the histories of the times, that in 
the year 625 Shums-oochDeen Altmish appointed 
his son, Eookn-ood-Deen f  croze, governor of 
Budaoon, and. after the reduction "of GuaJiar, 
created him his lieutenant in the, Punjab. When 
his father died, this prince happened to be at 
Shaban 9A. Dehly, and ascended the throne, without 
a . it. 63,'). opposition, on Tuesday the 21st Shaban,

a.̂ ix *1236 ' n the >'ea: ’ 011 which occasion the
nobles made their offerings, and swore 

allegiance, while the poets of the age vied with 
each other in his praise. But no sooner was the 
ceremony over than he abandoned himself to 
licentious excesses, and neglected the affairs of his 
government.

fie lavished his father s treasures on dancin<T 
women, • comedians, and musicians, leaving the

p 3
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condiict of all public business {n hishnother, Shah 
Toorkan. This woman, originally a '1 porky slave, 
was a monster of cruelty. She murdered not only 
all the women of Shums-ood-leech’s harem, to 
gratify her hatred, but also put to death Kootb- 
ood-i)een, the youngest of that king's sons. The 
minds of the people revolted at these scenes. 
Gheias-ood-Deer) Mahomed, the King's younger 
brother, governor of Oude, intercepted tUe reve­
nues from Bengal on their way to the capita!,.ape! 
declared himself independent. At the same time, 
also, Mullik Eiz-ood-Deen Salar, the governor of 
Butfaoon, Mullik Alla-ood-Ueen Khany, governor 
of Lahore, Mullik fypbeer Khan, viceroy oflVfool- 
tan, and Mullik Seif-ood-Deeh Koochy, governor 
of Hansy, entered into a confederacy, which broke 
out into open rebellion. Ilookn-ood-Deen Fprojce, 
collecting' his troops, marched to Kelookpry, but 
was: there deserted by lfts vizier, Nizam-ooJ- Moo Ik 
Jooneidy, and by part of his army. .The vizier 
went towards Kale, where he joined Mullik Life 
ood-Peen Salar, governor of Budac.on, and they 
proceeded together to Lahore, at which place 
they firmed a junction with the nobles of the 
northern and western provinces. The King, mean 
time, marched towards the confederates; but on 
reaching|vlimsoorpoor, seven of his principal chiefs, 
vi.Ki Taj-ood-Deen Zqbeidy, Mullik Mahomed Pm 
beer, Baha-ood-Deen H ussuti, Mullik Ivureepw 
optl-Peep Zeea-ool-Moolk, Sheer Khan, Khwaja 
Kusheed, and Ameer Eukhr ood-Deen deserted 
him, and retired with their followers to Dehiy.
There they raised Suoltana liuzeea Begum, the
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eldest daughter oil' Shinns ood-Deen Altmish, to the 
throne, and itn prisoned ifte King's mother. When 
this news, reached the King, he returned hastily 
with his ..army towards Deftly, and having arrived 

at Kelookery, Sooltana Euzeea Begum 
\ t buf i r  on i'®th of' R ubbce-odl-Awul, in the 
a . /t. 634‘c year',634, advanced with a force against 
N<w. 19, him. Rookn-ood-Deen was delivered 

a. ,o. 1236. Up into her hands, and died in conjjtoe- 
rnent some time after; so that he reigned only six 
months and twenty-eight days.

,iS Is : y . »v$( \ '■ ' A"' y
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iOOLTANA RUZ.EEA BEGUM.

Character o f  the Queen —  A t v  qualifications to reign superior to 
those o f  her brothers. —  The confederated army m Lahore  
inarches against the Queen— her conduct on this occasion. —  
hows dissensions among the confederates—  they begin to 
suspect each other,  and separate •— are attacked by the Queen’s 

forces —  many o f  thechiefs overtaken and executed■ —  Khxvaja 
Mefidij created minister, with the title o f  \isam -ool-M oall.
—  Territorial limits —  Punfab; —  S ind  ■—  Bengal. —  The  
Queen confers on Jimal-ood-Deen Yalcoot, an A bym nian  
officer, the. dignity o f  Ameer-oo f  Qmra, ch ie f o f  the nobles. —  

fam iliar ity  between the Queen and Yalcoot. —  Jealousy o f  the 
chieftains. The governor o f  Lahore raises troops. —  The  
Queen marches to oppose him. —  lie  ktbtuihi and is pardoned .

—  M ullik Altoonia, governor o f  B ituhnda, revolts,— The  
Queen proceeds to put down the insurrection. —  The Toorhyt 
f h i f s '  i p u t i n y . T h e  favourite  is slain, and the Queen 
delivered into the hands o f  her enemy, M ullik Altoon 'u . —

The Toothy officers return with the ar my to Deftly, and raise 
the Queen’s brother Beiram to the. throne. — • The Queen 
prevails on btulldc Altoonia to marry her, and defend her 
rights—. they march towards Dehly, but are defeated by the 
new K ing s forces. — The Queen and M ullik Altoonia again 
in the f  eld  —  are defeated at Keituhl, by M ullik  Eiz-ood-Deen 
Bulhun , and arc both seised by the inhabitants o f  the country, 
and put to death. — ■ Reflections, by the author, on the fa te  o f  
Sooltana Huseea Begum.

H u z r e a  B e g u m  w a s  p o s s e s s e d  o f  e v e r y  g o o d  q u a ­

l i t y  w h ic h  u s u a lly  a d o r n s  th e  a b le s t  p r in c e s  ; a n d  
t h o s e  w h o  s c r u t in is e  h e r  a c t io n s  m o s t  s e v e r e ly  w i l l  
f in d  in  h e r  n o  f a u lt  b u t  th a t s h e  was a  w o m a n .

She read the Koran with correct pronunciation,,

t v f  J - ' r  * 1 7 ‘ ' S L



and in h ef‘ father’ s lifetime employed herself 
frequently in the affairs o f  the-governm ent; a dis­
position which he rather encouraged in her than 
otherwise, so that during the campaign in which 
ic was engaged in the . siege o f Gualiar, he ap­

pointed her regent during his absence. W hen 
asked by h is . officers, why he appointed lus 
daughter in  preference to any o f his sons, he 
replied, that-he saw his, sons gave themselves up 
to  wine and every other excess, so that he thought 

the- government too weighty for their shoulders ; 
hut that Iluzeea Begum , though a woman, .had a 
trap ’s head and heart, and was better .than twenty 
shelf sons. Iluzeea B egun!,. on her accession, 
changed her apparel, assumed the imperial robes, 
and every day gave public audience from the 

throne, revising and confirming: the laws, o f her 
father, which had been abrogated in the last short 
reign, and dispensing justice with impartiality.

T he confederates, consisting o f the Vizier. Ni- 
zara-ood-Moolk Jooneidy, Muitik AIla-ood-Denn 
Khany, M ulltk Sej&ood-Been Rooehy, Mui.Uk 
Eiz-bod-Deen Salar, and M ullik K ubeer Khan, 
who had united their forces at Lahore, now ad­
vanced to D ehly, and, encamping without the city, 

commenced hostilities. T h e y  at the same time 
sent letters to all the officers o f the empire, inviting 
them to jo in  their party. This news reaching 

M ullikN useer, Jageerdar o f  Oude, he raised troops, 
and hastened to the support o f the Queen , but on 

crossing the Ganges, being: attacked b y  the con­
federates, he was defeated and taken prisoner, in 
which condition he soon after died, from old age

t i l  <§lC f l  8  $ O Q l.T A S .\ m :% ittA . BEGUM.
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mid infirmity. T he Queen, meanwhile, was busily 
engaged in Rowing dissension among the rebel 
chiefs, ail'd with such success, that, distrusting each 
oilier, they shortly after broke up their eawjjp, cadi 
retreating to iris own government. Thu Queen's 
troops, availing themselves o f this event, pursued 
them. Muliik 5eifi-ood*Deen Koochy and Iris 
brother were taken . and put to death, .Muliik 
Alla-ood-Heen Ivhany was slain near Babool, and 
hi. head brought to Dehly, but the V izier Nizam- 
oobMaolk Jooneidy contrived to escape to the 

>Surtuore hills, where he died.
The Queen now conferred the vizanst cm 

Khwaja. Mehdy Ghiznevy, deputy to the former 
vizier, with the title o f Nizam-ool-Moolk, and 
gave the d iie f command o f  her forces to Muliik 
3eif-ood-Decn Kibuk, with the title o f  Kootloogh 
Khan. Kubeer Ivhan, having submitted t o  her 
authority, was allowed to resume the government 
o f Lahore, while the countries o f Luknowly on the 
south-east and o f Uobul and Sind on the south* 
west, were also confirmed to their respective 
lieutenants, on promise o f future obedience,

Kootloogh Khan, General o f  the Queen’s armies, 
soon after died ; and Kootb-ood-Deen Husnun, 
being appointed to succeed him, was sent with a 
force to relieve the fort o f .Euritunbhore then in­
vested by some independent Indian princes, who, 
at the approach o f the royal lorces, raised the 
siege, arid retreated. A fter K  ootb-ood-Deen Hus* 
sun’s departure fr o m  Kuntimbhore, Muliik Yekh* 
tyar-ood-Deen Aluptugeen was created Ameer 
Hajib, and Juirial-ood-Deen Yakoot, an Abyssinian,

/<5*e • G0J \ -  ’ .
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who was in great favour, was raised from the1 office 

o f  master o f  the horse, to that o f  Ameer-ool- 
Omra. '” T h e  nobles, highly offended at this pro­

ceeding; were disposed to examine narrowly the 
cause o f  so much favour. A  very great degree o f  
familiarity was observed to  exist between the A b y s­
sinian and the Queen ; so much so, that when she 
rode he always lifted her on her horse by raising 
her up under tiie arms. This intim acy, the great 
favour which he had suddenly attained, and his 

rapid elevation to the first rank in the realm, might 
naturally have excited envy had it happened to 
any ind ivid ual; but it became the. more mortify­

ing, when the favourite was merely m  Abyssinian, 

slave.
The first person who. began openly to evince these 

feelings was M uilik  Kubeer Khan, viceroy 

A* ° n ? 9  h f  Lahore, who in the-year 6 3 7  cast .off
.. ‘ ids allegiance, and increased his army.

T h e  Queen, collecting her forces, m arched against 

h im ; and the viceroy being deserted b y  some o f his 
colleagues, was obliged to make concessions, by 
which he obtained pardon. He conducted himself 
with so much art on this occasion, that the Queen, 
on her departure, either believing him sincere, or 
desirous o f binding him to her interest b y  gratitude, 
not only permitted him to retain his office as 

P’overnor o f Lahore, but added to it that, o f Mool- 
tan, which had been lately vacated by the removal 

o f  Muilik Kurra-gooz.
In  the same year, Muilik Altoonia (o f  the Toorky

* Chief of the. nobles. This Was the. highest station next to 
princes of the blood.

s Z & k c • ' ■ ' ’ , ,
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tr ib e  o f Chelgany), governor o f Bituhnda, revolted, 
on the plea o f  the Queen’s partiality to the A bys­
sinian. On hearing this intelligence, she marched 
towards Bituhnda; but about half way, all the 
Toorfcy chiefs in tier army mutinied. A "tumult­
uous conflict' ensued, in which the Abyssinian fa­
vourite was k illed ; and the Queen being taken, 
was sent to the fort o f Bituhnda, to Mullik 
Altoonia,

The army now returned to Dehly, where the 
Toorky officers elevated her brother, the Prince 
Beiram, a son.of the late Shurm-ood-Deen Altmish, 
to the throne. Meanwhile Mullik Alfcoonia having 
espoused the empress, was enabled, in a short time, 
through her influence, to raise an army, composed 
o f  Gukkurs, Juts, and others of the neighbouring 
tribes, which was also joined by many officers of dis­
tinction, with whom they marched towards Dehly.
Beiram, the new king, sent Mullik Eiz-ood- 
Deen Bulbun (afterwards called A lu f  Khan), son- 
in-law o f the late Shums-ood-Deen Altmish, with 
bis forces to oppose the Queen. T he two armies 
met near D eh ly: an obstinate conflict ensued, in 
which the Queen was defeated, and fled to'Bituhnda.
She some time after re-assembled her scattered 
forces, and was in a condition to make another 
bold effort fo r  the frown, and advanced to­
wards D ehly. Mullik Effi-ood-Deen Bulbun, who 
was again sent to oppose her, gave the Queen’ s 
Eubbee-ool- army a second defeat at Keituhl, on the 

Awui t. 4th o f IIubbee-ool-Awui, in the same 
a. h. 637. y ear. She and hm husband were seized

October 24 "
a. v, 1239.' by the Zemeendars in their flight, and
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R«bbci>ool- Xx‘m'*- both put to  death on: tho 4,5th o f 
AwuJ -25; the same month. O ne author relates, 

November 14, that they Were carried bound toBeiraffit,

Who ordered them to be assassinated im prison.
T h e  reign o f Sooltftna liu^cea Begum  lasted three 
years, six months, ami six days.

Those w!ib reflect on the fate Of this unfortunate 
princess will readily discover from w hence arose 
the foul blast that blighted all her prospects: —
W h at connection exists between the office o f  Ameer- 
ool-O aira o f D eh ly  arid an Abyssinian s la v e ; or 

how are we to reconcile the inconsistOTicy Of thd 
queen o f  a vast territory fixing her affections on so 
unw orthy an object ?
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Ascends the throne',. -—  1 ekhti/ar~omi-.Deen Aluptugeen and 
Kkivqja Mehdy assume great power, •—  The King endeavours 
to procure their. assassination in open court. —  Alupiugeen h  
killed.■ 'Khxnaja Alek< y  escapes With several wounds.-—4 A  con­
spiracy against the Kings' life , discovered by himself ““

: .persons concerned, gradually removed J u m  court, and assas­
sinated an their own estate*, according to secret timers from  
0ie K ing . ~  Invasion o f  Punjab by the Moguls o f  Cknhgiz 
Khan, — Lahore besieged. — The minister sent ieith am tinny 
to oppose the, invaders —> measures adopted by him to reduce, 
the army from  their allegiance. — The army, tender, the 
minister, marches to Dehly to dethrone the King. — The 
i it i m s deliver the K ing over to hts enemies —  suffers death.

W hen Sooltana Ruzeea Begum was confined in 
the fort of Bxtulmda, her brother Beiram, one of the 
sons of Shums-ood-Deen Altmish, ascended the
Monday,Barnzan2". d;rone on Monday the (i / : h c  

A.». 637. Rumzan, in the year $$%.. Yefch- 
A 5,1 nn i tyar-ood-Deen Aluptugeen, with 

the assistance of Khwaja Mehdy 
GhizncV}', having espoused the King’s sister, widot? 
of the late KaZy b ekhtyar-ood-Deen, by degrees 
got the entire government into his own hands.
He also maintained an elephant* at Ills gate, a

* At tMs period, I conclude, elephant* were considered ex­
clusively royal animals. Lieutenants of provinces were allowed 
them in. their government, but in the royal camp they used ail 
to be sent to the monarch. 11ns practice of reserving ele­
phants for the use of rulers still prevails in Siam.
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piece' of state reserved solely for royalty. This 
circumstance having excited much jealousy in the 
King’s mind, he employed two Toorky slaves to 
feign drunkenness, and' in that state l. ■ endeavour 
to assassinate, both Aluptugecn and "die Vizier. 
Accordingly, on a certain day, these Toorks, 
while the Ring was giving public audience, having 
pressed into the crowd, became very troublesome. 
Aluptugeen, who stood first in the rank of nobles, 
went to turn them out, but they drew their 
daggers, and first plunging them into Ins breast, 
ran to the Vizier, on whom, also, they indicted two 
severe stabs j but be escaped through the crowd, 
without being mortally wounded. The slaves were 
immediately seized and cast into-chains, but shortly 
after were pardoned and released.

The Vizier kept his bed for some days, on ac- - 
count of his wounds; but as soon as he recovered, 
he appeared again at court, as if nothing‘.had 
happened. Budr-o'od-Deen Sufeer Roomy, master 
oi requests, formed a scheme to depose the King, 
atm for this purpose, connected himself with a 
powerful faction at court. The Conspirators met 
together at the house of Taj-ood-Deen Kotwal, 
Suffer i t  on Monday, 1 7 th Suffer. Taj-ood- 
a . h .  638. Been, however, relenting, informed 
Sept. s. both the King and the Vizier of the 

a . n. 1240. wi10!e afTair. ,/V faithful servant of the 
King,: assuming the character of a madman, was 
allowed to overhear the conversation that took 
place at the meeting. The Vizier, although lie 
secretly favoured the conspiracy, excused himself 
from attending the consultations.


