
H I  . < S L

s o  ' AH MUD SHAH I.

re ta k e  T a n u a ;  b u t the G u z e ra t  p rince  h av in g  inti­
m ation  o f  his mo vem ent, p ro ceed ed  in pe rso n  With a 
s tro n g  d e tac h m e n t to in te rc e p t the  D eccan ies.
B o th  arm ies a rrived .befo re  T a n n a  on the. sam e  day j 
an d  an o th er ac tion  ensued, w hich la s ted  from 
b reak  o f  day till sunset, w h e n 'th e  D eccan ies-w ere  
u ltim a te ly  d e fea ted , and dispersed.. M uliik-oot- 
T o o jn r took  re fu g e  in C h ak u n , while th e  P rince 
an d  K h w aja  J e h a n  did no t h a l t  till th e y  reached  
D o w lu tab ad . A m o n g  the  a rtic les  tak en  on the  
is lan d  o f  M alum  w ere som e beautifu l g o ld  and 
silver em broidered, m uslins, w ith  w hich vessels w ere 
lad en  a ru ls e n t  to  A h m u d ab ad .

In  th e  year 885 A h m u d  Shah, leaving 
his e ld es t son a t th e  capital, m a rc h ed  iu 
person to  C h am p an e re ; an d  A h n tu d  

Shah  B ahm uny , in  order to  h av e  his rev en g e , also 
m a rc h e d  a t  th e  h ead  o f  an  arm y  to B u g lan a , a 
d is tr ic t con tiguous to  S urat, w hich he co m p le te ly  
d ev as ta ted , T h e  K ing rece iv in g  in fo rm atio n  o f 
th is a tta c k  co u n te rm arch ed  from  C h am p ao ere  to 
N u n d o o rh a r, destroy ing’ N a d o u t on his m arch,.
. A h m u d . Shah: B ahm uny , w h o  was a t th is  period 

e n g ag e d  in th e  s ieg e  o f-T u rn  b o le , re tre a te d  to  his 
cap ita l, and A h m u d  Shah o f  G u z e ra t re tu rn e d  to­
w ards A h m u d ab ad  : bu t he h ad  scarcely  re a ch e d  the 
riv e r T a p ty , w hen he received  in tim atio n  th a t  Ah- 
m utl S hah  B ahm uny  had re tu rn e d  to th e  a tta c k  of 
T u m b o le , a  m easu re  occasioned , it seem s, by  the 
K in g  o f  the D e c c a n  m istak in g  for- pusillan im ity  
th e  offers m ade b y  A hm ud Shah  to  n eg o tia te  a 
peace. A hm ud  S hah  o f G u z e ra t  now re tu rn e d  to ­
w ards th e  enem y, and  a rriv ed  w ithin a few  miles
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of the. town of Tumbole, when Ahmitd Shah Bah. 
munv resolved to make an attempt to carry the 
place by escalade that 'night,. A few Naigs were in 
consequence,selected for this service; some' of whom 
succeeded in gaining a footing on the ramparts 
before they were discovered ; but the alarm being 
once given, the commandant of the- garrison, Mill- 
lik Sadat Sooltanv, having collected a small-party, 
attacked the assailants, and nearly destroyed the 
whole. A few threw themselves over the works.
At the same .time.the garrison made a sally on the 
enemy’s camp, by which the besiegers suffered 
severely before they could oppose the attacking 
party, which escaped back to the fort under cover 
of the night, without loss.

On the next morning the Guzerat army arrived j 
and Ahmud Shah Balmainy, stung with vexation at 
the repeated defeats his arms had suffered during 
the late campaign, seemed determined to retrieve 
the character .of the Deceani.es in a general action.
When the two lines were drawn out. opposite to 
each other, Ajdtir Khan, a young Deecany noble­
man, galloped forth and challenged any of the 
nobles of Guzerat to meet him singly. The offer 
was accepted by Azd-ool-Moolk o f Guzerat, and 
they both fought- as the opposing armies advanced.
Aj-dur Khan was severely wounded, and taken 
prisoner, soon after which the action became gene­
ral. I t  was severe on both sides, and confirmed 
till sunset, when the retreat was mutually-sounded, j 
and this would have been considered a drawn battle, 
but; the King of the Deccan having experienced a
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very heavy loss in killed and wounded, commenced 
his retreat during the night,

Ahrnud Shah on the next; day went into the fort 
o f Turn bole, and with his own hands conferred 
donations and titles on Mullik Sadut and his brave 
garrison, which he reinforced, and then marched 
to Tain ere ; whence he proceeded to N adout; and 
having left Eiu-ool-MooIk in charge of that district, 
returned to Ahumdabad..

In the Siraj-oot-Tareekh Bahnauny, the account 
of - die siege of Tumbole is somewhat differently 
related ; but I  think the Deccan historian is not so 
clear in his account as the Guzer.it author, to 
whose tex t I have adhered, though God only knows 
which authority is most to be relied on.

In  the year 8 8 6 , Ah m ud  Shah having 
a . h .836. contracted his .on butteh Khan in mar- 
a . ». H'.>2. r ja g e wjth the daughter of the'Hay of 
Mahim, marched towards Nagoor and Mewat. On 
his arrival at Dongurpoor, he re c e iv e d  large pre­
sents, and exacted tribute from the Raja ; thence 
entering the country of the Kolies and Bheels, 
subject to Rana M o k u l of Chittoor, he laid it 
waste j and proceeding* into the district of Mey- 
war, he levied contributions from the rays of 
Kota, Boondy, and Nowbiye. During -.this cam­
paign he was joined by Ferozc Khan of Nagoor, 
who made an offering of several lacks o f tunkas, 
which, however, were not accepted by Ahrnud 
Shah. He now returned to Ahnmdabad.
A H. 889, In  the year 8S& M ah mood Khan 
a’. D, 1485 . Khiljy, one of the officers of the Malwa
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governm ent, hav ing  .rebelled, d rove M usaood  (th e  
g ran d so n  o f  Sboitan  O oosliung G h o o ry ) from  th e  
th ro n e , who so u g h t p ro tec tion  a t the  c o u rt o f 

G aze-rat. In  the  follow ing year, A h- 
"i, h, 840. m u j  Shah fe lt h im se lf b o u n d  to  m arch
A. 1>. 1 4 .% . , , . , , »

an arm y m  o rd er to  - re in s ta te  him* O n  
his a rriva l a t B asow da he d e tach ed  p a r t  o f  th e  fo rce  
in  advance  tow ards M an d o  to  in te rc e p t K h a n  Je - 
h an  *, th e  fa ther o f  th e  usurper, th en  on his m arch  
fro m  C h tin d e ry ; b u t w hen th e  la tte r  heard  o f  th e  
m ovem ent o f  A h m u d  Shah, he m ade fo rced  m arches 
to  th e  cap ita l and  re in fo rced  h is son, now  s ty lin g  
h im se lf Sooltan  M ahm ood  K hiljy .

Ahmu-d Shah a t le n g th  a rriv ed  before M an d o , 
an d  the  M alw ites m ade several trifling  sa ll ie s ; b u t 
in  ft n ig h t-a ttack , o f  w hich A h m u d  Shah ob­
ta in ed  previous inform ation , th e y  w ere so com ­
p le te ly  repu lsed  th a t th e y  alm ost all fell v ic tim s to  
th e ir  tem erity* O n-.the follow ing m o rn ing  A h m u d  
Shah de tach ed  his son M ah o m ed  K han , w ith  a  
body  o f  five th o u san d  horse , to  p lu n d e r  the  c o u n try  
o f  S arnngpoor, w ith  o rders to  jo in  O om r K h a n , a 
son o f  th e  la te  K in g  o f  Malvva, w ho, hav ing  ra ised  
a force, was also on h is m arch  fro m  C h u n d e ry  to 
th e .cap ita l. Sooltan  M ahm ood K h iljy , in  sp ite  o f  
these  d isadvantages, was enab led  to  hold o u t in  th e  
fo r t j fo r he h a d  la id  in  s to re  a  la rg e  q u a n tity  o f  
am m unition  and  provisions, w hile  th e  besiegers 
fo u n d  i t  difficult to  subsist. In  th is  sta te  o f  affairs 
he  m ade a sally from  th e  T a rap o o r ga te , leav in g  his

*  H is  real nam e is M ullik  M o g h d s K h iljy , and h e is m ud s  
distingu ish ed  in the h istory o f  M alwa under that name.

v o l . t v .  i)
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fa th e r in  charge  of th e  fort, a n d  m arched  to  Sarong.. 
poevr. -Oit; the  . road , having en co un tered . Muil-ik 
H a jy  A lly o f  G uzerat*  w ho w.us posted  to  g u a rd  a 
ite ”d on th e  C hum bu!, he a tta c k e d  and  com pletely  
d e fea ted  him, com pelling  h im  to  seek re fu g e  iti 
A h m u d  Shah’s cam p , Sooltan  -Mahmctod, follow­
ing  u p  bis success, a tta ck ed  th e  P rin ce  G am r-K h an , 
whom lie  .df.so d e fea ted  and slew , and ev en tu a lly  
estab lished  h im se lf on the th ro n e  o f  M afw a. At 
ihiii tim e  the  p la g u e  (a  disease v e ry  u n u su a l - in  I n ­
d ia * )  b ro k e  o u t in th e  arm y o f  A h m u d  Shah , so th a t 
m an y  o f  th e  dead  rem ained  u n b u ried . T h e  K ing  
E u b b ee -o o l-  o f  G azera t was, th e refo re , in d u c e d  to  

A w u l i'. q u it M alw a, a n d  to  re tre a t to  Ah- 
-mu{3nbad» w3jere he  even tua lly  died, 

a ' on tb e  4 th  o f  R ubbee-o o lrA w u l, in  th e
year 847 , afte r a re ig n  o f  n early  th ir ty - 

three- vearr. ■

* A s  th is is the o n ly  instance, I b e liev e , on xaeord , o f  th e  
disease know n to E u rop ean s by .the name, o f  the-.p lague'having  
m ade its  appearance in  India, n otw ithstanding the con stan t in ­
tercou rse b etw een  its  co a sts  and E g y p t, I  th in k  the au th or  from  
whom  Ferishta, quotes .ou st be m istaken* T h e w ord  is  w ritten
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Espouses, the daughter o f the Raja o / Idur —fa-acts tribute from  
the Raja o f Dongurpoor — Attach the Raja q f CJiampanerc, 
who obtain.: aid from the King o f Mitkua.— Mahomed Shall 
retreats,i -  Invasion of Guserat by the MeMit troops. — The 
pusillanimity o f  Mahomed Shah —flies to THk • is poisoned 
by his queen at the instance o f his officers,

flVi& Prince Mahcrned, the eldest son of" the late, 
king, succeeded his father, under the appella­
tion of Mahomed Shah, and immediately after, 
having marched to Idur, espoused the daughter 
of the Ray, to whom he restored his ancient 
.rights in • that district. Thence proceeding to 
Dongurpoor, he exacted tribute from the Raj a, 
and returned to Ahmudabad.

In the year 853 he marched towards 
a.II’S ) .  tbo fbl* °i Chain panere, where bbilg 

opposed by the Raja Gungadas, he 
defeated and compelled him to seek refuge in 
■his capital, Gtmgatlas, thus" situated, wrote to 
Sooltan Mahmood Khiljy of Malwa, stipulating 
for the payment of a lack of tankas of silver to 
hi,s army for every march. Sooltan Mahmood, in 
consideration of the pecuniary subsidy, and smart­
ing with resentment, under the treatment he had 
experienced in the beginning of his reign from the 
late king of Guzerat, assented, and in the end of 
the same year marched towards Champanere.

D  8  ’ " G 'i f y
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M ah o m ed  Shah, having lo s t m any  o f  th e  carriage- 
c a ttle  o f  Ills arm y d u rin g  th e  campaign* n o  sooner 
h e a rd  o f  th e  advance  o f  S oo ltan  M ahm ood  th an  
h e  se t fire to  th e  g rea te r p a r t  o f  his h eav y  bag­
gage, a n d  com m enced  his r e tre a t  to  A h m u d ab ad , 
in. sp ite  o f  the  earn est rem onstrances of h is  officers.

Some tim e  afterw ards (in  the y e a r  855), 
w hen Sooltan M ah m o o d  o f  M alw a,

A‘ ' * pe rce iv in g  th e  tim id ity , o f  th e  p resen t 
sovereign  o f  G u z e ra t, ad v an ced  with a  fo rce  of 
one h u n d re d  th o u san d  m en, w ith  the  reso lu tion  
to  co n q u er arid an n ex  i t  to th e  k ingdom  of M alwa, 
M ahom ed  Shah, so far from  opposing him , en­
deavoured  to  re tre a t to th e  island  of D iu  $ b u t 
the  G u z e ra t officers, feeling fo r th e ir ch arac te r, 
re so lved  to  cu t h im  off, a n d  instiga ted  his own 
w ife to  adm inister poison to  h im .*

M ah o m ed  Shah re igned  e ig h t years, n in e  m onths, 
a n d .fo u r days, h av in g  obtained , d u rin g  th a t  period , 
th e  n am e  o f  K u rre e m , o r th e  M ercifu l, an  appella­
tion  to  w hich, from  his m ild  n a tu re , lie seem s to 
have b een  en titled .

i yvy' vy;■ yiy, ;■ yiv'yy'if ,yy / yy’.y. .y-'w-v y, y. > fyv-d'yy' yy^y■■ ;l /yyyyy. ..y-. ytf. y-yy /y.y ./y y.yy/ y.y, ft

* This event, according to the MoontwkWb-oot- IWareekh, 
occurred on the 10th of Mohurrum, A, II. 855, which answers to 
the 12th of February, 1451.

!'4 '5** V'h* ■■ ■■■ >; 'V; V. ■». -'S' 'W O  . ■ . . .  : .’r ■ ‘ ‘ ,
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kootb shah

Is induced to oppose the King o fM d w .— Battle o f Surkech.
The King o f Malwa retires. — Peace concluded. — Shams 

Khan, the son 'of Feroxe' Khan 'of Nagodr, solicits the King*$ : 
aid against the liana Kumbha qf'ChUtoor. — Reinforcements 
sent to Nagoor. — 'The King's troops defeated,— Treaty o f  
offensive alliance against the liana concluded between the 
kings' o f Malum and Gazer at at C'kawpanere, — Ab(m taken 
hf the King o f Guptfat — he compels the liana to pay one 
thousand one hundred and seventy-six pounds- might off gold.
— Death o f Kootb Shah.

O n  th e  d e a th  o f  M ah o m ed  Shah he was su c ­
ceeded  by  his son K o o tb  K han , u n d e r  th e  t i t le  
o f  K ootb  Shah . T h is  p rin c e  was bo rn  a t N u n -  
doorbar, on th e  n ig h t o f  M onday  th e  S th  ■ o f  
Jum ad-oos-S any , in th e  y ear 855, (S th  o f  A u ­
g u s t, A . IX  1 4 5 1 , )  an d  ascended  th e  th ro n e  in  
th e  fo rty -n in th  year o f  Iris age. T h e  K ing  o f  
M alw a, S ooltan  M ahm ood  K hiljy , in  p ro secu tion  
o f  th e  w ar, o b ta ined  possession  o f  th e  tow n o f  
S ooltanpoor, b y  ga in in g  o v er the  g o v e rn o r  M u llik  
A lla -o o d -D een  Sohrab T o o rk . H e  ap p o in ted  
th a t  officer com m ander o f  his troops, and  m ade 
ra p id  m arches to  the  c ap ita l o f  Cxuzerat. K o o tb  
S h ah  was adv ised  by som e o f  h is co u rtie rs  to  
re tre a t  to  S o ru t *, and  allow  the  K in g  o f  M alw a 
to  occupy  for th e  p re sen t th e  eas te rn  p rov inces ?

*  W estern  G uzevat, ca lled  also K attyw ar.

B  3
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w h e n ' i t  was proposed, th a t, a fte r h is re tu rn  to  
M an d o , K oo tb  Shah sh o u ld  a tta ck  th e  M.xlwa 
tro o p s, an d  reco v er his losses. T h is  adv ice  was 
so en tire ly  in  m ason  w ith  th e  K ing 's" feelings, 
th a t  h e  ac tua lly  suggested  i t  to  th e  officers of 
th e  a r m y ;■ w ho, w ith one voice, p ro te s te d  ag a in st 
a  m easu re  so f r a u g h t  w ith  d isg race  an d  in ev itab le  
ru in .*  T h e y  rem in d ed  th e  K in g  o f 't h e  deeds of 
Ills w arlike g r^ n d sire  a n d  ancesto rs, a n d  used  
ev ery  m eans In th e ir  p ow er to  in d u ce  h im  to  lead 
Ids arm y  to  o p p o se  the. in v a d e r ;  a m easure  to  
w h ich  he  re lu c ta n tly  a ssen ted , and  m ad e  one- 
m arch. to w ard s  th e  enem y,

M u liik  A llaU xxi-D een, th e  G iiz e ra t officer w ho 
h a d  b e tray ed  th e  fo r t o f  S oo ltanpoor to  th e  enem y, 
an d  w ho now  he ld  th e  h ig h  p o s t .of Com m ander- 
in -c h ie f  o f  th e  M aiw a. a rm y , on  finding th a t  K ootb  
Shall was a c tu a lly  on  his m a rc h  to  re s is t the  in­
vasion , re tu rn e d  to  his a lle g ia n c e ,. a n d  w e n t over 
to  his king, w ho received  h im  w ith su ch  m arks of 
fav o u r, th a t  d u rin g  one levee  he. b esto w ed  u p o n  
h im  seven  d ifferen t fh ilu ts , a n d  co n fe rred  on him  
th e  t i t le  o f  A lia-oo l-M oolk .

W hen, th e  tw o  arinues w e re  w ith in  six  m iles o f  
each, o th e r, th e  G u z e ra tr ic s  a t th e  v illage o f  Sur-

* The spirited conduct' of the nobles' on this occasion must 
slot be mistaken for patriotism. They had each considerable 
landed estates for the maintenance of troops, which they, must 
have lost in 'the event of the King of Mutate succeeding, in sub- 
sluing Guzerat. 1 heir motives for lighting, therefore, appear 
quite natural • so that, although; this mode of paying the'army 
seems,- in some respect*, exceptionable, yet it tended greatly to 
promote union in cases of invasion by a foreign enemy.
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kech, an d  th e  M a lw ite sa tB u tw a , S'oollan M ahm ood  
addressed  some verses, conce ived  in  ta u n tin g  
language, to  K ootb Shah.,- who re tu rn e d  for sin a v e r  
th a t the p re sen t g en e ra tio n  had  not, fo rgo tten  th e  
conquest, o f  M alw a by M oozufFur Shall,- th e  
c ap tu re  o f  Sod!tan. l lo o sh u n g , an d  th e  re s to ra tio n  
o f  Ms k ingdom  a t th e  hands o f. his .g ran d fa th er,
A h tn u d  Shah.

. O n  the  n ig h t o f  th e  1st o f  S u lfu r, ■ 
a  h  i d .  A . II . 856 , S ooitan  M ahm ood  m o u n ted  
Feb. 10. a t dusk, w ith  th e  in te n tio n  o f  su rp ris in g  • 

a, ». 145S. t jje ( ju ^ e ra t  arm y, b u t, lo s t his w ay in
th e  n ig h t am ong  som e ru in e d  w alls h e a r h is ow n  
cam p. K o o tb  Shah, h earin g  o f  h is failure, o rd e red  
o u t his line, and  a t day-b reak  a tta c k e d  th e  M alw a  
forces, w ho w ere also  by th is tim e  u n d e r arm s.
In  th is action , the le f t w ing o f  th e  G u z e ra t a rm y  
was repu lsed , and  fled  to  A h m n d ab ad , b u t th e  
rig h t w in g  su cceeded  in  de fea tin g  th e  b o d y  o f  
t h e ! "enem y to  which it- w as opposed- N o tw ith ­
s tan d in g  th is  c ircum stance, Sooitan  M ah m o u d  of:
M a l w a , 'a l th o u g h  d ese rted  by  ail. h is arm y e x c e p t­
ing  th ir teen  troopers, ch arged  w ith  th is  sm all 
p a rty  as fa r as th e  roya l ten ts  o f  G u z e ra t, F ro m  
w hich he b ro u g h t aw ay the  crow n, the  K in g ’s 
g ird le , an d  m any o th e r  valuable jew els , to his ow n 
cam p. .On Ms arrival, he caused  a  rep o rt to  be  
c ircu la ted , th a t  he  in te n d e d  to a tta ck  the  G u z e ra t  
a rm y  again  on th e  sam e n ig h t ; w hich  b ecom ing  
know n to  th e  enem y, as ne in ten d ed , in d u c ed  th e  
G u z e r a t  lies to  rem ain  on  th e  a l e r t  Fids en ab led  
Sooitan  Mahmood, w hose troops had  been severe ly  
h an d led , to  re tre a t w ith o u t m olestation , if  we e x ­

it) V  '
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c e p t th e  opposition  he ex p erien ced  from  th e  K olies 
a n d  B heels. K oo tb  Shall, c o n g ra tu la tin g  h im se lf 
s in ce re ly  on h ay in g  g o t rid  o f  th e  M alw a forces w ith  
such  facility , re tu rn e d  to th e  c ity  o f  A h m u d a b ad  
w ith  h is  spoils, consisting, 'am ong o th e r articles* 
o f  s ix ty  . e lephan ts . A  co n sid erab le  d e tac h m e n t 
w as now  sen t to  re ta k e  S oo ltan p o o r j w hich  be ing  
effected, a  p eace  was co n c lu d ed  be tw een  th e  tw o  
sovereigns, by  which, i t  was agreed, each  should  
re ta in  w h a tev e r p laces h is tro o p s  now  o c c u p ie d ; 
an d  one a rtic le  en jo ined  th e  p a rtie s  to  w age p e r­
p e tu a l w ar ag a in s t H indoos, w hose d e s tru c tio n  w as 
so lem nly  a g re e d  on.

» I n  th e  y ear 860, F eroze  K h an , th e  oc-
a " »* irtnt cu P a n t ° f  N agoor, d ied , an d  his b ro th er, 

M u jah id  K h an , h av in g  ex p e lled  Sh inns 
K h a n , th e  son  o f  F e ro ze  K h a n , k ep t possession o f  
th e  e s ta te . S hun ts K h an  'im m ed ia te ly  ap p lie d  to  
l ia n a  K oom bho o f  C h itto o r fo r aid  j a n d  as th e  
flams,’s fam ily  b ad  lo n g  w ished  for an  o p p o rtu ­
n ity  to  h u m b le  th e  c h ie f  o f  N ag o o r, h e  m arched  
ag a in s t h im . T h e  garrison , w ith o u t offering  re ­
sistance, a g re ed  to  receive S hu ras  K h a n ; an d  he  
w as fo rm ally  re -in s ta ted  w ith  th e  u n d e rs ta n d in g  
th a t he  was to  d ilap id a te  p a r t  o f  th e  b a ttle m en ts  *, 
in  to k en  o f  subm ission to  th e  lia n a , a f te r  w hich  
h e  re tu rn e d . So far from  d o in g  th is , how ever, 
S im m s K h an  im proved  th e  fo rtifications, and  set 
th e  l i a n a  a t  defiance $ w ho, e n ra g ed  a t th is con-

* I t  was usual to require refractory chiefs to allow part of the 
battlements of their castles to be broken,' in .token of submission.
The act of repairing them, without permission, was the signal 
of i ebelii'OUi ;
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d u c ts re tu rned  to  C hittoor, on ly  to  collect a  large 
force, and  then  m arched against Nagoor. Shiim s 
K han, unable to cope w ith  him , le ft the  p lace, under 
charge o f  one o f  his best; officers, and p roceeded  
to  A hm udabad  to  obtain reinforcem ents.
■ K ootb  Shah becam e so well pleased w ith Simms 
K han , th a t he riot only req u ired  him to  reside  a t 
his court, b u t h e  even m arried his d au g h ter, and  
ordered  an arm y, u n d e r the com m and of' R ay  R am - 
ch u n d u r and  M ullik  G udday , to  reinforce th e  gar­
rison o f  N agoor, T h ese  troops no sooner arrived  
th an  an action ensued w ith the lia n a , who com pletely  
defeated  the  G uzera tties , and  k illed  m any brave 
officers and m en. K ootb  Shah, hearing  of th is  dis­
aster, m arched in person ; b u t despairing  o f  red u c in g  
C h ittoo r, he  p roceeded  in the  d irection  o f  Sirohy, 
th e  .Raja o f  which was closely connected  w ith th e  
R an  a o f  C hittoor. H e  was opposed by th e  R a j­
poots o f  Sirohy, whom he  defeated , and afterw ards 
en terin g  the  hills, he  reached K oom bulm ere. B  ere 
the  R a n a  a ttacked  th e  M oslems, b u t was defeated  
in  several engagem ents, and sited for peace, con­
senting  to  pay a large sum in  specie, and  a qu an tity  
o f  je w e ls ; a fter w hich K ootb  Shah re tu rn ed  to  
A hm udabad ,

O n  his road to  G u z c ra t he  was m et by T aj 
K han , an  am bassador from  fh e c o u rt o f  M alw a, who 
had  been sent to  propose an offensive alliance 
against R an a  ICoombho o f  C hittoor, whose co u n try  
i t  was agreed  should b e 'divided betw een the  allies.
A ll the tow ns to  th e  southw ard, and  ly ing  co n ­
tiguous to  G u z e rit, w ere to b e  a ttached  to  the  
kingdom  o f  Kootb Shah, w hile th e  d istric ts of

■■■ ■
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M ew ar * a n d  Afeeerwara shou ld  be. red u ced  and  
re ta in ed  by th e  M alw a forces. T h is  tre a ty  was 
solem nly signed :by  th e  respective  envoys- S t th e  
A H S(J0 .tow n o f  Cham ipaoere, in  th e  la tte r  en d  
k. ■»" M-56. o f  the  y ear 8 6 0 .

O n  the  follow ing year, p u rsu an t to  
t" a" 14-57 ^ ie ixeaiy  ,e f  C haiupancre , b ooth  Shah 

m arched  tow ards C h itto o r, -and on the  
road  s to rm ed  and carried  th e  fo rtress o f  A.boo, 
whesre h av ing  left a  garrison., fee p u rsu ed  his m arch ,
A t  the- sam e tim e Sookali M ah.m ood K h iljy  also 
com m enced  his a tta ck  on th e  side o f  M alw a. T h e  
R ana was desirous o f  opposing the M alw a arm y 
f ir s t ; b u t K oo tb  S h ah ’s approaches were so rap id , 
th a t h e  reached  Sirobyy and  e n te red  the hills, 
com pelling  the  l ia n a  to-- co-mo to  a  g en e ra l ac ­
tion, in  w hich  th e  R ajp o o t n m ly  was en tire ly  de­
feated , K oo tb  Shah follow ed up  his success, an d  
shortly  a fte r  b ro u g h t the  l ia n a  again to  ac tio n : 
lie was defeated  a second  tim e, an d  fled to  th e  
hills, w hence he d ep u ted  an am bassador, and  p u r ­
chased th e  re tre a t o f  th e  K in g  o f  G u z e ra t b y  the  
paym ent o f  fourteen, m a u n d s t  w eigh t o f  solid  go ld , 
and tw o  elephants' w hich  conveyed th e  treasu re . A 
seasonable donation was at the  sam e tim e m ade to  
Sooltan M ali m ood K hiljy , w ho w as also in d u c ed  
to retreat, to M alwa.

*  T h e-en tire  dom inions of1 the lia n a  constUttt® accord in g  to 
C olonel T o il, M e war, gr  properly M ed-w ar, the m idland or 
central reg ion  o f  India.

f  A  m a u n i o f  C hittoor.is equal tp eighty-four pounds : the 
w hole a m ou n t would w eigh  one thousand one hundred and  
seventy-sits pounds.
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Or: the following year, 862, the Eaua
H' ft? 'e b ro k e  th e  trea ty , and. m arched  to  a tta c k  

IMagocr w ith  p ity  thousand  horse an d  
foot j in tim ation  .of w hich  the  governor im m ediately 
despatched  by-a m essenger to the  K in g  a t A hm ud- 
abaci, K oo tb  Shah w as a t the  tim e  engaged  in  a 
course o f  debauchery , from  w hich h e  cou ld  n o t be 
re c a lle d ; n o tw ith stand ing  • w hich, th e  p rim e  m i­
nister, Im ad-ooi-M oolk, co llecting  p a rt o f  th e  arm y, 
m ade one m arch  from  th e  capital, b u t w as'obliged 
to  halt fo r a w hole m onth , before th e  equ ipm ents 
cou ld  be p repared . T h e  lia n a , hearing  th a t th e  
troops had actually  m oved, re tire d  to  C h itto o r; 
an d  th e  K in g  re tu rn in g  to A him idabad , con tinued  
to  spend -Ida tim e  in  licen tio u s  excess.

In the latter end of the same vear he marched.
to  Sirohy ; the  lld ja  o f  w hich p lace  being  re la ted
to  lia n a  K oprnbho, and  apprehensive o f  the  M aho-
naedati arm s, fled to  th e  hills o f  K oom buim ere,
w hile the Gfuzeratties laid w aste his c o u n try ;
a simultaneous movement was also made by the•/
M alw a forces against C hittoor, K ootb. Shah 
hav ing  p u rsued  the  l ia n a  to the Fort o f  KoombuL- 
m ere, found  th a t he was unab le  to  tak e  it, and  
co n ten ted  him self, therefo re , a fte r p lu n d erin g  th e  
coun try , w ith  re tre a tin g  to  A h m u d ab ad . Shortly  
a fte r his re tu rn  to  w hich  city, he  was taken  dan- 
Itujub 23. g e rousty iU* an d  died on the  23d o f R u - 
a . h, 863, jo b , 8 6 8 , H e  was buried  in the  vau lt o f  
May 25. M ahom ed S hah . I t  was generally  be- 

.a , d . ■1459. ]’eVed a t file tim e o f  his depth- th a t th e  
K ing  had beet! poisoned by Shuras K h an  o f N agoor, 
whose d au g h te r he had m a rrie d ; an d  tha t c h ie f
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suffered d ea th  in  consequence, b u t it  was afterw ards 
p ro v ed  he was perfectly  Innocent. * K oo tb  Shah 
is en titled  G h azy  ( th e  C ham pion oi th e  F a ith ) , and  
re ig n ed  seven’years  and  seven m onths, d u rin g  w hich 
p erio d  m any scenes o f  the  m ost w anton  c ru e lty  took 
p lace. H e  w as o f  a  v io len t a n d  capricious tem per, 
an d  o f  a sangu inary  disposition, often p u ttin g  to  
death , w ith o u t th e  'slightest- cause, som e of his 
m ost confidential servan ts an d  favourites, w ho usu­
ally  suffered d u rin g  the  tim e  o f  his d isgraceful 
debauches.

*  T h e author o f  the M oontukhib-oot-T ow areekh says, that 
K ootb  Shah's m other, su spectin g  the Q ueen, her son’s w ife, 
m ade her over to th e ven gean ce o f  her eunuchs, w ho literally  
tore her in p ieces.
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Jffc succeeds to the throne of his nepkeh> — ennobles persons of 
low birth*—is deposed by his courtiers.

A . f t e k  the  d ea th  o f  K oo tb  Shah, his u n c le  Da- 
w ood, a t the instance  o f  Iraad-ool-M oolk  and  the  
re s t o f  th e  nobility , was e levated  to  th e  th ro n e  j 
b u t  s h o r t l y  afte r ids accession* he ennob led  one o f  
th e  com m on sw eepers o f  the  household, arid con­
fe rred  on him th e  title  o f  Tm ad-ool-M oolk. T h is  
an d  o th er acts o f  im becility  in d u ced  the  sam e 
nob les who raised him  to  pow er to  depose him  on 
th e  seventh  day , and  to  p lace  his nephew  M ahm ood, 
a  you th  o f only  fourteen  years o f  age, on th e  th rone  
o f  his elder b ro th e r.

|( |) | ■ ' <$L
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ENTITOUD 3SEGURRA.

A conspiracy threatens to subvert the (krone, hut is suppressed by 
the- great vigour displayed by the King ~ -hemakes turn cam­
paigns to the Dcemn to assist Nizam Shah ttahmtny against 
the King of Makm— matches into the province of Sot ,U —. 
reduces Girnai — modes an inroad through Kutch as Jar as the 
Indus ■— inc'dds Moashifabitd in Sorut reduces Champanere 
— builds the town o f Mahomedabad — constructs the city wall 
o f Ak-mudabad — proceeds to DoHlal'tOad in the Deccan. —
Arrival o f the Turkish fleet from the Med Sea at Dili it is 
f  ined by the Guzerat Jieet, mid they proceed to attack the 
■Portuguese, ■— Battle o f Chqul, in ‘which both parties sijjtsr 
severely% and each claims the victory, » — Death of ’ Mahmood 
Shah Bcgurra.

S h o r t l y  a fte r the  accession o f  M ahm ood Shah, 
th e  affairs o f  the state, which h ad  been so m uch 
neg lec ted  du ring  the  re ig n  o f Koofcb S h ah ,b eg an  to  
assume a form o f regu larity . F iv e  or six m onths 
after, how ever, fou r nobles, who held small go­
vernm ents a t  a d istance from th e  capital, jealous o f  
th e  increasing  influence o f  the  m inister, Im ad-ool- 
Moolk, fo rm ed  a conspiracy against him, and  in ­
sisted on his rem o v a l; they  even w en t so fa r as to  
th rea ten , i f  he  were n o t instan tly  disgraced, to  d e ­
th rone  the  p resen t k ing , and to  p lace  his younger 
b ro th er H oossem  on th e  m usnud. T h e  nam es o f 
these officers wore, —
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Boorhan - ool- Mool k,
/Izd-ooI-Moolk,
Hissam-ool-MooIk,
Sully-oahMoolk.

In the history of Nizam-oofoDeen Ahrnud it is 
related that these officers represented to Mahmood 
Shah that Imad-ool-Moolk projected, to dethrone 
him, and intended to place the crown on the head 
of his own son,. Shniiab-ood-ldeet}. Notwithstand­
ing the. nature of this accusation., so likely to poison 
the mind of this young prinpe, he had sufficient 
discretion to see the matter *iu its true light, and at 
the same time too much prudence openly to avow 
his sentiments. Hey therefore, dissembled his feel­
ings, and determined; to avail himself of the first 
favourable opportunity to expose the accusers. In 
the first place, ho caused Imad-ool-Moolk to he 
confined in chains, thanked the informers for their 
loyalty and attachment, and assured them, that he 
would punish the traitor by putting him to death 
with his own hands.

This conduct, while it elated the four conspi­
rators with hopes of placing the Prince Iio,ossein 
on the throne, lulled them into security from any 
apprehension of a discovery of their plot.

On the following day the King having taken 
his measures, ordered the accused minister to he 
..conveyed; into the palace-yard., opposite the hall 
of audience. Upon his arriyai, he desired him to 
be brought into his presence, io order that he might 

* put some questions to him before his death, when 
be suddenly caused his fetters' to be removed.
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Some o f  th e  conspirators observing, this, and con­
cluding. th ey  were discovered, th rew  "themselves 
from  the  palace, on th$. pavem en t below, w hile 
o thers falling  on their faces p ro stra ted  them selves 
a t the  King’s feet, and  begged h is m ercy. In  
order th a t the  trium ph  o f  the m inister over his 
enem ies m ig h t be com plete, the  K in g  allowed him  
to  stand oh the  righ t hand o f  the th rone , w here he 
received th e  congratu lations o f  th e  court.

V H ajy  M ahom ed. K an d ah a iy  re la tes, that w hen  
the- four conspirators' heard  oC th e  en largem ent 
Im ad-ooi-M oolk they proceeded  w ith  a body o f  
th ir ty  th o u san d  men tow ards th e  palace,- w h ere  th e  
K ing  rem ain ed  w ith "three h u n d red  attendant*  
only, O n  th is  occasion, some resolved; to  sh u t 
th e  palace-gates, an d  defend them selves beh in d  
th e  w a lls ; while o thers  proposed to collect the  
crown .jewels',: and m ak e 'th e ir  escape. Mahmood.
Shah, how ever, in sp ite  o f  the  in equality  o f  num ­
bers; and  th o u g h  m erely  a boy, s lung  his quiver a t 
h is .back, and  -with a  bow  in his h an d  sallied fo rth , 
a tten d ed  on ly  by th ree  hun d red  horsem en, an d  
accom panied by all the  royal elephants, w hich 
d id  not am o u n t to  tw o hundred . O n  qu itting  th e  
palace, he caused th e  approaches- leading  to  i t  
to  be occu p ied  by elephants, p roceed ing  h im se lf 
th ro u g h  th e  m ain s tre e t in  slow procession, w ith 
th e  royal m usic  p lay ing  before h im . By th is cool­
ness and in trep id ity , several o f  h is  nobles w ere 
enabled to  jo in  h im ; and  ■ in a  short tim e th e y  
form ed a v e ry  considerable force, th o u g h  infinitely 
inferior to  th a t  o f  tite insurgents.

T he  reb e l troops hav ing  no room  to  oppose a

>3* •
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large ..front dispersed am ong. th e  streets, and p lu n ­
dered the  in h a b ita n ts ; w hile th e  conspirators th em ­
selves, being, in  a very short time, deserted , fled, 
and  were pursued. Boorhau-ool-M oolk, b e ing  o f  
an  unw ieldy bulk, th rew  h im self for tem porary  
safety in to  a  d itch  which runs, in to  th e  S ab im nu tty , 
in  the  village o f Surkeclt, where he was taken, and , 
by the  R in g 's  orders, tro d  to death  by elephants. 
Azd-ooU M oolk fled am ong the Girasias.,: who, re ­
cognising him t  o be the  same person  th a t had  on .a 
form er occasion p lu n d ered  them , p u t  him to  death . 
Hissum-oOl-M oolk took refuge w ith  his b ro th e r 
B ookn-ood-D een, th e  chief m agistra te  o f  P u ltu n , 
from  .w hence -both, fled to M aiw a j and  Suffy-ooh 
M oolk was taken p risoner ; bu t, as he was not .con- . 
sidercd .so gu ilty  as his confederates, the  R in g  
spared, his life, causing 'him to b.e confined in  th e  
fo r t o f  D id , w here he  died. O rd e r being  resto red , 
Im ad-ool-M oolk requested  perm ission to  resign th e  
seals o f office, and spend  the  rest o f  his days in re ­
tirem en t and  devotion ; and the  R in g  (to  convince 
th e  world b f  his a ttach m en t to his o ld  m in ister) 
appoin ted  his son, Shahab-ood D ehn, to  his s itu ­
ation, w ith the  title  o f  M ullik A shruf.

In  the y ear 8 6 6 , A h m u d  N izam  Shall 
a" t>‘ iufa Bah'm uny o f th e  D eccan,' a ttack ed  oil 

ail sides by  his enem ies, particu la rly  b y  
Sooltan M ahm ood o f  M aiwa, w ho had m arched  
tow ards 'h is  capital, solicited the  aid o f  M ahm ood 
Shah. T h e  K ing  no sooner received (his com m u­
nication than  he-determ ined  immediate!}’ to  m arch  
to  his assistance $ b u t his officers and  nobles re ­
com m ended that he should  send an  arm y, and

VOL. IV. B .

M AHM OOD SHAH I .  4 9



y $ S | S \  - r y

ill  it
5 0  M A M M fkm  SHAT! j .

him self rem ain  at hom e, in  order to  provide against 
any c o n tin g e n cy  w hich m ight occur during his ab­
sence. W ith  an a rd en t disposition, and  am bitious 
o f  glory, h e . could n o t be averted from his reso­
lution ; an d  lie. assum ed com m and o f the  arm y 
in  person, consisting o f  a large b o d y . o f  cavalry 
and in fan try , besides live hu n d red  elephants.
W ith  this force he m arched to JSomdoorbar, w here 
h e  was jo in e d  by K hw aja Jehan  o f G fvu lgu r, and  
proceeded to  -make a  diversion by  attack ing  th e  
territo ry  o f  th e  King o f  M alwa. T h is  circum stance 
com pelled Sooltan M ahm ood K hiljy  to re trea t from  
A hm udabad B idur, to which place he had pene­
trated, in o rder to  re tu rn  and p ro tec t his own 
c o u n try ; b u t the passes on" his d irec t .route being  
occupied, he was reduced  to the alternative o f  
m arching by  Eiiehpoor, from whence, penetrating  
throned! th e  G ondw ana woods, he arrived in■ o
Malwa,*' Such was the  end of this campaign,.

I n  the  following year, Sooltan M ahm ood K hiljy 
renewed his attack on th e  Dedcan $ a n d  the .King o f  
CHizerat, a t the entreaties o f A hraud  Nizam  Shah 
Bahm uny, m arched to  his re lie f b u t did not arrive in  
sufficient tim e  to .p rev en t Sooltan M ahm ood laying 
waste all th e  fertile coun try  in th e  vicinity o f Dow- 
lutabad, an d  carrying off many prisoners. T h e  .
K in g  o f th e  D eccan on  this occasion paid a la rge  
sum for th e  assistance o f  the  G u zera t troops to  
M ahm ood Shah, who, on re tu rn ing  to  A hm udabad, 
addressed a le tter o f rem onstrance to  Sooltan M ali-

* The M oontakhib'oot-Tow at'eckh states, that Sooltan M ah­
mood o f  Malwa-lost- one th ousand m en, w ho perished b y  thirst 
in this retreat.
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m ood K hiljy  to  this e ffe c t: — “  I t  is surely  far from  
“  the  p rincip les o f  the  fa ith  for you  to  wage w ar 
“  w ith tru e  believers. O n  th e  o th e r hand, i t  is  as 
“  d iscreditab le  to  refuse to  m eet y o u r enem y in th e  
“  field. D esist, therefo re , from  these invasions, or 
“  you  m ay re ly  on it chat the  moiftenfryou com m ence 
“ your march, again' to w ard s  t h e :D eccan , We will 
“ :m ake a p redatory  Ingfifsion in to  M ahva.'" Tin's 
le tte r  was answ ered by a  prom ise o f  re fra in in g  in 
fu tu re  from  any o ther invasion o f  th e  D eccan .

T w o  years afterw ards (8 6 9 ) , M ahm ood 
t". d» U65. Shah m arched  w ith a la rg e  arm y tow ards 

JBavur, an ■ ex trao rd in ary  hill-fort, co n ­
sidered im pregnable  by the  inhab itan ts, F rom  
th en ce  he p roceeded  to  D o o rs*  and P u rn a lla , 
places s itu a ted  betw een C on can f  arid G u ic ta t ,  and  
defeated  th e  infidels in  several actionsg and  the  
E a ja  was obliged to  give4 up  his forts, an d  to  th row  
him self' on  th e  ififercy o f  the M ahom edan  con­
quero r, w ho, after hav in g  ob tained  fro n t him  a 
la rg e  sum- o f  -money, resto red  his co u n try  in to  his 
hands.

A s an instance  o f  th e  im partia l -justice o f  
.Mahmood Shall it is re la ted , th a t  in the  y e a r  

8 7 0 , while on  a h o o tin g  p a rty  near A h - 
a*, i>. 146(3. tnw drm ggur, B aha-ool-M oolk, th e  son o f  

A h if  K han, one o f  his p rinc ipal nobles, 
in  a fit o f  passion p u t  to  death  a trooper, and fo r

* Probably Durampoor.
f  The country lying below  th e western range o f  m ountains o f  

th e  peninsula o f  India north o f  G oa is denominated' C oncan, 
and is divided in to  northern and southern Chilean b y  the P an- 
w ell river, w hich  disem bogues into the harbour o f  Bom bay,

s  2
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fear o f being taken  fled to  Id n r . T h e  K in g  im­
m ediately  sent M allik  I la jy  an d  Im ad-ool-M oolk, 
tw o o f  the  secretaries o f the g o v e rn m e n t, to. seize 
him  j -hut they , in  o rder to  screen the  rea l m ur- 
derer, on accoun t o f  his rank , gave a  sum. of 
m oney to  tw o  ■ o f  U aha-ool-M oolk’s servants, to  
acknow ledge, th a t they  p e rp e tra ted  th e  d e e d ; an d  
th e  secretaries prom ised to  save th e ir lives, by  using 
th e ir influence with the  K ing . T hese  un fo rtu n ate  
m en, .allured by th e  largeness of the  bribe, and  
re ly in g  on th e  fair prom ises o f  the two officers, 
avow ed th e  com m ission o f  th e  crim e, an d  being 
delivered  over to  the  co u rt o f  ju stice , w ere tried , 
condem ned, an d  executed . Som etim e after, w hen 
the  K in g  discovered the real state  o f  th e  case, he' 
paused th e  heads o f  the  secretaries to  be struck  
off no tw ithstand ing  they  w ere men o f noble family, 
and  in h igh  favour a t the tune . A fte r th e ir  execu­
tion  their shins w ere stuffed 'w ith  straw, an d  h u n g  
over the  gates o f  th e  tow n, as public  exam ples, to  
th e  res t o f  th e  nobles o f th e  court.

T h e  au tho r o f  th e  h isto ry  o f M ahm oud Shah 
rela tes, th a t in th e  year 872 th e  K ing  

a S* \ S k  8aw th e  h°ty  P ro p h e t (M ah o m ed ) in a 
dream , who p l a n t e d  before;him  a m ag­

nificent b an q u e t o f  the m ost delicate, viands. T h is 
dream  was in te rp re ted  by th e  wise m en as a sign 
th a t he w ould  soon accom plish a conquest by  which 
h e  w ould obtain  g re a t treasures $ w hich p red ic tion  
was soon a fter verified in th e  cap tu re  o f  CfirnaL

In  the  year 873, M ahm ood Shall 
A- **• f'7£: m arched tow ards th e  coun try  o f  G irnal,

the  capital of w hich bears th e  same

XS? '' ■“"Six ■
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nam e. T h is’ p lace  is s itu a ted  on a  m ountain , on 
w hich is con stru c ted  th e ' s tro n g est fortress in th a t 
p a r t o f  In d ia . I ts  reduction  had  been frequen tly  
in  the  con tem plation  o f  the  k ings bo th  o f  D eh iy  
and  G u zera t, b u t th ey  h? d  no t y e t been able to .effect 
it, and m any o f  th e  ancien t rajas o f  In d ia  had  in 
vain attem pted  to seize th a t form idable fortification.
T h e  accom plishm ent o f  th is ob ject was reserv ed  
fo r M ahmood. Shah B egurra. T h e  m oun ta in  on 
w hich , the. 'fortress stands is su rro u n d ed ,b y  low er 
hills situated  a t som e distance* and  ravines and  
broken .ground su rround  its approaches on. all 
sides, which lead th rough  narrow  defiles, O n e  o f  
these, the  D u m o d ry  (T h a t, has a s trong  ou tw o rk  
a t  th e  en trance , called  a t th e  p resen t day  Joo- 
n ag u r, T h e re  are, besides, tw o o th e r works, 
called  M tiliabilia. N early n ineteen  h u n d red ' years 
had  elapsed since th is  fortress, first cam e in to  
possession o f  the  fam ily  o f  M andulik*  Etfjs, w ho

*  This is the first tim e that Ferishta speaks o 1' a M andulik  
raja, T he''title im plies P etty  C hieftain, and it  is generally  
supposed  they w ere originally H indoo 'military, ch iefs, fre­
q uently  near relatives o f  the superior king, en titled  Sarwa- 
bhoom , “ Lords o f  the w hole C ountry,” A s the power o f  the Sar- 
wabhoorns declined , or passed into other hands, the M andulik  
rajas b ecam e independent. T h ey  h ave th e sam e description  
o f  authority as dess'ay'es, natgow rs, redd;/wars, zem indars, 
and pcligars, so called  in different parts p f  India; under which, 
appellations th e y  have, at various tim es, becom e known to the  
British governm ent. V iew ed .abstractedly, th ey  are the offi­
cers o f  som e greater sta te ; but circum stances frequently  render 
them  lent)tied • to b e treated as independent princes. T he  
M oontukhib*oot-T owftreekh g ives this p etty  prince the name 
o f  H um ber iluv.

' * ' ' 13 3 ■ f  Jjj "
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held  it  w hen M ahm ood Shah m arched to  a ttack  i t  5 

an d  excep ting  M ahom ed T o g h lu k  an d  A hm ud 
Shah o f G n zera t, n o 'fo re ig n  prince  had penetrated  
in to  th a t coun try . :

M ahm ood Shah, rely ing  on the in terpre ta tion  o f  
his dream, m arched tow ards G irna l with perfect 
confidence o f  reducing  i t  to  his subjection. O n  
his arrival w ith in  eighty miles, tie detached  a force 
o f  one thousand seven hundred  men. under his 
uncle  T o g h lu k  K han, in  advance $ and presenting  
every  man o f  th e  p a rty  w ith  x d irk  in a scabbard 
m ounted  w ith  gold, ordered th a t the  works called 
M ohabilla shou ld  be occupied a t all hazards before 
h is  'arrival. A s the approach o f  th is force was 
unexpected , the  Rajpoots, who bear the  nam e o f  
R ow , and  w ho were in trusted-'w ith' th e  charge o f  
th e  post, were attacked by surprise, and  cu t off.

M ahm ood Shah with th e  m ain body M o w in g  
soon after, passed the  defile .w ithout opposition.
T h e  R ay  o f  G irnal, hearing  o f  th e  occupation o f 
th e  M ohabilla post, descended from  the  hill-fort, 
and  attacked  T oghluk  K han, and  m ight have 
repulsed him , b u t for th e  arrival o f  th e  K ing  with 
th e  main body, when the  R ay  susta ined  a to ta l 
defeat, being  him self severely w ounded. T h e  victo­
rious arm y, w ithout a ttack ing  the  fo rt o f  G irnal, 
destroyed ail th e  tem ples in  the vicin ity  ; and th e  
K ing send ing  ou t foraging parties p ro cu red  abun­
dance o f provisions for the  camp. T h e  R ay, ra ther 
th an  sustain a siege, purchased a cessation o f hos­
tilities by p resen t submission, and  by the pay­
m en t o f  a la rge  am ount in jew els and in sp e c ie ; 
after which, the  arm y re tu rn ed  to A hm udabad.
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l a  the  year 874, the  K ing , who only
a.h . 874. ■wanted. some excuse to  invade. G irna l a  
a. ». 1470. , . ,f.

second tim e, urged,; as a  cause or com ­
p la in t against the  R aja, his hab it o f  assum ing the 
ensigns o f  royalty . H e , therefo re , o rd ered  an arm y 
o f  fo rty  thousand  horse to  m atch  to G irn a l, and  to  
e x ac t a  fine from  him on th is  account,. T h e  R ay, 
w ho  was n e ith e r able n o r w illing to  oppose th e  
M ahom edaii arras, paid  the sum re q u ire d ; an d  
N izam -ootl-D een A hm ud states in his h istory , th a t 
M ahm ood Shah d istribu ted  th e  m oney p roduced  
b y  this expedition , in one  n igh t, am ongst a se t o f  
fem ale dancers.

A b o u t th is period  a cu rious in c id en t occurred , 
a n d  the  anecdo te  will serve to illu stra te  th e  cha­
ra c te r  o f M ahm ood. H e  was engaged  on a hunt* 
in g  excursion, when a m ust e lephan t, ru n n in g  
tow ards him , a ttack ed  th a t on w hich th e  R ing was 
seated . A ll th e  res t o f  th e  p a rty  in stan tly  took  to  
fligh t, and th e  K in g  was le f t  alone. T h e  c ircum ­
stan ce  by  no m eans d isconcerted  him j b u t w ith a 
p resence  o f m ind  w hich n ever deserted  him , he 
received  the  anim al w ith  u n d au n ted  bravery., and  
w ith  a spear assisted his own e lephan t an d  d river in 
su ch  a m anner, th a t the in fu ria ted  b east becam e so 

•severely w ounded as to give up  the con test and fly.
In  th e  la tte r en d  o f  the  y ear 8 7 4 ,  the  K in g  again 

m arch ed  by w ay o f  S oru t to  G irn a l T h e  Hay 
decla red  his w illingness to  pay any  sum  o f  
m oney  lie co u ld  p roduce, to  p ro te c t h is subjects 
from  the  oppression an d  ho rro rs  o f  war. M ahm ood 
insisted  on his abd ica ting  th e  th rone, a n d  - govern ­
m en t in his favour. T h e  R ay m ade no answ er, bu t 
■ v . f T T ' l y ' / e  4  . 7
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sh u t h im se lf up  in  th e  fo rt o f  Jo o p ag u r, to  w hich 
the  K in g  la id  siege. S hortly  a f te r , having evacu­
ated  Jo o n ag u r, in  th e  b eg in n in g  o f  the  y ear 8 7 5, 
th e  R aja  again re tired  t o G i r r a l ;  b i t  seeing n o  end  
to  his m isfortunes, h e  a t len g th  consented to be­
com e ■ a p rosely te to  th e  M ahom cdan  fa ith , w hen 
he  was dignified w ith th e  title  o f  K han Jeh a n  5 and 
his descendan ts  have ever since occupied one o f 
th e  m ost respectab le  stations a t th e  G u z e ra t court. 
T h e  au th o r o f  th e  M iru t-Isk u n d ry  re la tes  the  
c ircum stance  o f  th e  conversion o f  th e  R ay  o f  G ir- 
na l in th e  follow ing w ords t —

T h e  M an d u lik  Raja,’* says th a t  au thor, (t be ing  
u  tak en  p risoner; w as sent to  A hm uclnbad. O ne 
“ day, perceiv ing  a  g ra n d  procession going  tow ards 
“  the  residence  o f  th e  holy S h ah  A lum  a t Rug.-. 
** sooiabad, th e  R a y  enqu ired  w ho  Shah A lum  
** was, an d  hi w hose service. H e  was to ld  th a t 
{< th is h o ly  person  acknow ledged tio  .master, b u t 
“  the  S uprem e B eing . S tru ck  w ith  adm iration  a t  
“ th e  rep ly , he  reso lved  to  visit h im , and  w as after- 
u w ards persuaded, by  him to  becom e a p rose ly te  
<! to th e  fa ith /*

T h e  K ing , being  desirous tha t.'the  tenets o f  Islam  
should be p ropaga ted  th ro u g h o u t th e  c o u n try  o f 
G irhai, caused a  c ity  to  be b u ilt, w hich he  called  
M oostufabad , for tire purpose o f  estab lish ing  an 
honourab le  residence for the venerab le  personages 
o f  the  M ahom edan religion d e p u ted  to  d issem inate  
its p rin c ip le s  j .M ahm ood Shai also took  rip his 
residence  in th a t c ity . H a v in g  by this m easure  
w ithdraw n his c o u rt ;nto a c o rn e r o f  the  k ingdom , 
the  g re a te r  p a rt o f  his dom inions was left to  the

I I I ':
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bad  m anagem ent o f  his officers, who. du ring  his ab­
sence neg lected  the ir du ty , the  evil effects of w hich - 
soon becam e apparen t. T h e  p u b lic  roads were 
so infested by robbers, din t it was dangerous for 
single tra v e lle rs  o r sm all parties, to  pass to  and  
fro in  G u zera t, so th a t th e  K ing  fo u n d  it necessary 
to  establish a  m ore active  police. A  c co rd in g ly .JV  
mat K han, the  son o f  Sheikh M u|H h, ennobled  w ith 
the  title  o f  M ohafiz K han , was appo in ted  to  this 
duty , w ith o rders to  reside a t A hm udabad , an d  he 
was au thorised  to increase the  po lice ,estab lishm ent.
In  a short tim e, five h u n d red  th ieves w ere pub lic ly  

. e x e c u te d ; and  som e idea m a y b e  form ed o f  the 
num ber o f  the  police retainers w hen it  is know n, 
th a t M ohafiz K han had , a t one tim e, in a tten d an ce  
one thousand  seven hundred  bargeer-U thass, or 
persons equipped by-him , and  r id in g  his ow n stable 
horses. H is  power was, in fac t, so little  w ithin 
control, th a t  his son M ullik  K h iz r, in the  absence 
o f the  K ing , m arched without, orders, and obliged  
the  rays o f  ld u r, W agur, and Serohy, to p ay  him  
tribu te .

T h e  K ing, who w as still a t  M oostufabad  su p er­
in ten d in g  th e  bu ild ing  o f  the new  city , now  heard  
th a t th e  inhabitan ts of K utch , fa r rem oved from  
B ch iy , h a d  long th row n  off all allegiance from  
th a t governm ent. T h is  people h av ing  hu t li t t le  to  
subsist-on, were hi th e  habit of plundering  th e ir  
neighbours, and  bad Lately in vaded  G uzera t. M ah- 
m ood Shah, who on ly  w anted an  object to  excite  
him  to  action , read ily  seized th is  o p p o rtu n ity  o f  
g ra tify ing  Ins am bition, en rich ing  himself, and  
o f  p ropagating  th e  faith . A ccordingly , in the
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y e a r  8 7 7 , ^  p ro ceed ed  tow ards K utch ,.
*• ^ 8J 5  a n d  by fo rced  m arches cam e su d d en ly  

u p o n  th e  en em y ’s e q ea m p w e b i a t Sbee- 
vm* w ith  o n ly  th re e  h u n d re d  cav a lry , th e  re s t  o f  his 
troops h av in g  been le ft beh in d  d o lin g  a  m arch  of 
s ix ty  cos's * w ithou t a h a lt. T h e  K u te b ie s  con* 
aisled  o f  fo u r th o u san d  archers, w ho drew  up  in  
g o o d  o rd e r. .Mahmdk>d Shah d ism o u u teu  to  p u t on  
h is  a rm our, an d  -with h is  sm all p a rty  c h a rg ed  th e  
enem y, w hich , n o tw ith s tan d in g  th e  d isparity  o f  
num b ers , was (fay th e  assistance of G o d )  d e ­
feated , a n d  nu m b ers  o f  th em  s la in ;  a fte r w hich , 
th e  re m a in d e r cam e fo rw ard  w ith  th e ir  w eapons 
s lung  ro u n d  th e ir  necks, to  im p lo re  m ercy . 
m ood  Shah , w'i.>hmg--tO''a»eert'.'rttt •rHb th ey  h a d  any 
knowledges th e  .prifieij^fe o f  th e  t ru e  fa ith , 
qu estio n ed  them  as to  th e ir  re lig ion . T h e y  rep lied , 
th e y  w ere  m en  o f  th e  d ese rt, w ith o u t t e a c h e r s : 
th e y  k n ew  th e re  was a sky, ea rth , an d  w ater, an ti 
f i r e ; th a t  th ey  h ad  no  w ants b u t th e  necessary  
a rtic les  o f  f o o d : b u t b e g g ed  h is M ajesty  to  sem i 
teach e rs ' am o n g  them , in  o rd e r  th a t  th e y  m ig h t 
becom e tru e  Mahometans. t ^ T h e  K u tc h ie s  a re  a  
la rge , t d l ,  ro b u st race , e x tre m e ly  ac tiv e , a n d  no­
to riously  g o o d ' arqfters. -Many of th e  ch iefs of th e  
tr ib e  acco m p an ied  the  K in g  on his re tu rn  to  M oos- 
tu fa  bad, w here  th ey  im bibed  th e  tru e  p rin c ip le s  
o f  the  fa ith  j a fte r w hich , a  c o n s ta n t in te rco u rse  
w as k e p t u p  b e tw een  th a t  city  an d  these  peop le .

*  A c c o rd in g  to  o rd in a ry  c o m p u ta t io n ,  n o t  much less than
n in ety  miles..

+ It w ould  appear from th e  original that th e  .K utctues w ere .
tin s  tim e , M aho tned isns. T h e y  a re  n o  lo n g e r  ho.
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F rom  them, th e  K in g  k a ru c d , th a t  b ey o n d  th e  
coun try  o f  S heevur, in  th e  p rov ince called  Sind, 
w ere four thousand  inhabitan ts o f  th e  J u t t  an d  
B u loch  tribes, who also excelled  in  the  use of th e  
bow  to th a t degree, th a t i t  was said o f  them  th a t  
th ey  could  sp lit a h a ir w ith an  arrow . These 
Buloehies, as well as th e ir  ne ig h b o u rs  th e  B ulochtes 
o f  Persia, are  o f  the  S heer., persuasion, an d  live b y  
dep redations, som etim es p en e tra tin g  as far as th e
G u z e ra t provinces. _ t j ,

In  the  en d  o f  the sam e year, M ahtftbod Shah 
m arched , tow ards Sind. O n  arriv ing  a t S heevur, 
h e  selected  a d e tach m en t o f  one thousand  cavalry, 
cach  -trooper lead ing  a  sc ro o d  horse w ith  a  w eek ’s 
p ro v en d er j a n d  by  m ak ing  forced m arches across 
th e  desert, h e  reached  th e  fron tier o f  th a t co u n try .
O n  th e  even ing  o f his arrival he  ha lted , in o rd er 
th a t  his m en  an d  horses m igh t be effective on the  
follow ing day, w hen he  a ttack ed  th e  enem y’s' 
cam p. T h is  delay, how ever,' enab led  som e persons 
w h o 'w ere  ten d in g  the ir cam els to  give in tim ation  
o f  this sudden  inroad, so th a t m any  of. the  -Bulo- 
ch ies m ade th e ir  escape iu  consequence, an d  tn e  
R in g  found  th e  ten ts  deserted , ex cep t by a  tfew 
persons .who h ad  concealed  them selves, These 
w ere , d rag g ed  ou t on b e in g  d iscovered  by  the  
soldiery , an d  put to  death  *, and  th e ir  cam p was- 
de livered  up  to  p lu n d er*  afte r w hich the  R in g  
re trea ted  to  hav ing  p en e tra ted  on
th is  occasion as flu* as th e  Indus.

M ahm ood  S hah’s n e x t effort was against th e  
p o r t of' J u g u t ,  with a  view o f m ak in g  converts  of 
th e  infidels, an  ob ject from  w hich he had  b een

-■ I t  t t w  ■ f t  w i t  f t .  " t h "  v f  ■ ■
^  I1 ^ kj A r v m  ̂ ^ ^  , m '
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h ith e rto  deterred  by  th e  rep o rts  he received of 
the  approaches to it. T h e  cause of m ak ing  the  
a tte m p t a t  th is tim e ' arose from  the c ap tu re  o f  
Mow! an a M ahm ood S am ark an d / by th e  people o f  
J u g u t. T h is  holy m an was one o f  the m ost learned  
philosophers o f  his age. "He h ad  spen t th e  g rea ter 
p a rt o f  his life in the  service o f  th e  B ahm uny  
kings, an d  being  in  th e  d ec lin e  - o f  life was re ­
tu rn in g  to  his native country . H av ing  em barked  
in a vessel b ound  to  O rm uz, it  was d riven  in to  
th e  p o r t o f  J u g u t, w here th e  inhabitan ts, a t th e  
instigation-.o f th e  bram ins, .boarded the  ship, and 
hav ing  tak en  th e  M ow lam  an d  fam ily prison- - 
ers, p lu ndered  him  o f  all he possessed, p erm itting  
him w ith  his tw o children, to  go, bu t de tain ing  
his wife."' T h e  ho ly  man b ro u g h t his com plain t 
to  M ahm ood Shah a t M o o stu fab ad ; s ta tin g  th a t his 
wife had  been seized and d e ta ined  by R aja Bheem  
o f  J u g u t ; and  he  persuaded th e  K ing  th a t lie was . 
b ound  in  duty , to  a ttack  these  infidels, w ho had 
thus dared  to  lay hands on the  faithful. M ahm ood 
Shah, having harangued, his array, s ta ted  th e  
necessity o f  m aking  ano ther cam paign against the 
infidels o f  Ju g u t, to  which,, a lthough  th e  troops 
had  been  sadly- harassed d u rin g  th e  last th re e  or 
four y e a rs ,. by severe m arches, they  cheerfu lly  
consented .

T h e  K ing, a fte r an arduous inarch, a t length  
arrived  before th e  fo rt o f  J u g u t, a p lace filled

* T h e pirates o f  Ju gut and B e ie  have been notorious for 
m any ages, ami th ey  are little less infam ous, C fear, in the 
•present clay than th ey  w ere several centuries ago- L o ca l cir­
cum stances account. Pot* their propensity ami for their su ccess.
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w ith  infidels, m isled  b y  the. in fo rm l-m i ru led  bra- 
rains, T h e y  w ere terrified  a t th e  ap p ea ran ce  o f  
th e  M ahom ed am . am i fled in  confusion to  th e  
island  o f  B ete. T h e  spot on  w hich  th e  K in g  
en cam p ed  was fu ll o f  wild beasts., such as lions, 
leopards, and  .wolves. Snakes, also, w ere so  n u ­
m erous, th a t  w ith in  th e  enclosure  occupied  by th e  
royal te n ts  no few er th an  sev en ty  * w ere k illed  
in  one day. T e e  a rm y  was em ployed  in  d estro y in g  
th e  tem p le  a t  J u g u t ,  an d  in b u ild in g  a m osque in 
its s tead  ; w hile m easures, w hich occup ied  th re e  or 
fo u r m onths in  c o m p le tin g , w ere  in p rog ress fo r 
e q u ip p in g  a  fleet to  a tta ck  th e  island o f  Bete. 
D u rin g  th is tim e th e  enem y a ttack ed  th e  K in g ’s 
flo tilla  on tw en ty -tw o  different occasions. A t  le n g th  
th e  M ahom edans reach ed  th e  is lan d , and  Sanded, 
and  having  g o t in to  th e  tow n, p u t  to d ea th  a  vast 
n u m b er o f  R ajpoots. R aja  B heem  effected  his 
escape in a  sm all b o a t d u rin g  th e  a ttack , th o u g h  
he was overtaken  an d  m ade p risoner by  som e 
vessels sen t in chase j and  b e in g  p u t in fe tte rs  was 
ca rried  in  th e  tra in  o f  the  K in g  to  M oosfcufabad, 
w here  he  was de liv e red  over to  th e  holy  m an  on 
whose a cc o u n t th e  w ar had  b een  u n d e rtak en , to

*  T h is  num ber o f  venom ous reptiles b ein g  lulled w ith in  an 
area o f  tw o or three acre:- m ay appear to  th e E uropean reader  
in cred ib le  ; b u t it will n ot surprise th ose  persons who h a v e  had  
occasion  to m ove about m uch in A sia , and  m ay be thus a c ­
cou n ted  fo r : W hen the royal tents, o ccu p y in g  an area o f  tw o or 
three acre;; o f  land, are p itch ed , and th e  spot en c lo sed  by  
screen s, th e w hole superficies is le v e lle d , and rendered  sm ooth  
to w alk on : in d oing th is, snakes' nests are frequently turned  up, 
and vast num bers o f  th ose venom ous rep tiles  are d isturbed.
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whom also his wife and  p ro perty  were restored .
T h e  E a ja  was, subsequently , a t the  instigation  
o f  M ow lana Mahmoocl, d ragged  around  th e  . c ity  
o f  A h m u d ab ad , and  p u t.to  .death, in  o rd e r to  d e te r  
o thers .from sim ilar conduct.

M ahm oocl Shah, conceiving' h is dom inions too 
■extensive fo r his own im m ediate  m anagem ent, di­
vided G u z e ra l in to  separate  provinces, appo in ting  
governors, to  each, .him self resid ing  a t M oostu tabad .

B ete  and J u g u t, —- Furhut-ool-M ooIk,
Songier, —  Im ad-ool- M oplk,
G o d r a ,K o w a m - o o l- M o o lk ,
T an n a , —.N iza m -ool-M oolk,
A hm udabad,. —  K h o o d ab u n d a  K han .

T h e  la tte r  ind iv idual was th e  p recep to r o f  th e  
P rince  MooZuffiir K han.

A sh o rt tim e a fter th is a rran g em en t took  place, 
K hoodabunda Khan., in  con junction  w ith R ay  
R ayan, an d  some o th er officers, concerted  a  p lan  
to  d e th ro n e  ..Mahmoocl, and to  p lace  his son, the  
P rince  M oozudlir, on his th rone , and  proposed  
tak ing  advan tage  o f  th e  Rum-zan fast, to  carry  th e ir  
p ro ject in to  effect. A m ong o thers  to  whom they  
com m unicated  their p lan  was Im ad-ool-M oolk , 
governor o f  Songier, whom they  sw ore to secresy.
T h e  force w hich he com m anded b e in g  at th a t tim e 
a t the  sea t o f  his governm ent, he h a d  no t the  pow er, 
even  had  he wished it ,,to  oppose the  co n sp ira to rs} 
he th e re fo re  p re ten d ed  to en te r in to  their p ro jec t, 
and  in  th e  m ean tim e sen t m essengers to o rd e r h is  
troops to  A hm udabad .

x • ®o.fx  ' ■ ■........... ..
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O n  the  la s t  day o f  th e '"R u m zan  *, Im ad-oo l- 
M o o lk  w en t to  th e  P r in c e ’s co u rt, accom pan ied  b y  
ills troops, a n d  a tte n d e d  him , as usual, to  read  
p ray ers  a t th e  E ed g ah , a n d  he re tu rn e d  w ith o u t 
m ak in g  any  a tte m p t to  p la c e  him  on--the th ro n e , 
as was .ex p ec ted . T h e  con sp ira to rs , th o u g h  d is­
ap p o in ted , w ere o v e ra w e d ' by  t h e ' fo rce  o f  Im a d - 
ool-M oolk , a n d  loo k ed  on  th e  p lo t as h a v in g  
fa iled . In  th e  m ean  tim e, K e isu r K h an ,' a n  
officer o f  th e  househo ld , m en tio n ed  th e  affair p r i­
v a te ly  to  th e  K in g , w ho p ro ceed ed  fo rth w ith  to  
G o g o , an d  em b ark in g  in  a  vessel sailed  to  C ain- 
b ay . O n  h is arrival,: th e re , he was m e t by m ost 
o f  th e  confedera tes, w.ho cam e to  w elcom e h im .
O n  th e  first cou rt-day , in o rd e r to  d isco v er how  

" th e y  -were disposed, tow ards him , h e  ad d ressed  his
courtiers,- say ing , th a t  as h is son M oozuffu r h a d  
n o w  arriv ed  a t  y ears  o f  d iscretion,, and  as h e  
u n d e rs to o d  th a t  som e o f  th e  nobles loo k ed  up to  
th e  P rin ce  in  p re fe ren ce  to  him , h e  h a d  com e 
to  th e  reso lu tio n  o f  a b d ic a tin g  th e  th ro n e  in  

• th e  P r in c e ’s favou r, an d  p ro ceed in g  to  M ecca  to  
p a y  h is devo tions a t  th e  ho ly  sh rin e . Im a d -  
ool,-M oolk o f  S ong ier e n tre a te d  th e  K in g , in  th e  
first place, to  p ro ceed  to  A h m u d a b ad . T h is  ob ­
servation  from  Im ad-oo l-M oo lk  a t o n ce  co n v in ced

* The month of Rumiftti is kept as a fast throughout all 
Mahomedan countries. On the last day of which, the whole of 
the people proceed to a building erected for the purpose, and 
say their prayers. This spot is called the Eedgah, “ the Place 
“  of Rejoicing,” after the month’s mourning and tasting. The 
edifice consists of a stone platform, on one side of which is built 
a single wall several feet high, facing Mecca.
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h im  th a t  h e  h a d  n o th in g  to  a p p re h e n d  from  th a t  
q u a r te r , he. th e re fo re  m a rc h ed  to  A h m tid ab ad , d e ­
c la rin g , th a t , a f te r  Ids a rriv a l, he  w ou ld  n o t e a t till 
th e  nob les c o n se n te d  to  h is  v is itin g  M e c c a . T h e  
ch iefs, h a v in g  by  th is  tim e  d isco v e red  that; th e  
K in g  o n ly  w an ted  to try  th e ir  fidelity , fo rb o re  to  
u rg e  h im ; a n d  .N izara-ooK M oolk re c o m m e n d e d  h im  
to  p ro ceed  a n d  su b d u e  th e  fo rt o f  C h am p an e re , 
fro m  th e  p lu n d e r  o f  w h ich  th e  ex p en ses  o f  th e  
p ilg r im ag e  m ig h t b e  d e fray ed . T h e  K in g  rep lied ,
“  G o d  w illing , le t  i t  be  ev en  so ,”  F o r  sortie days 
a f te r  he  a v o id ed  co n v ers in g  w ith  Im ad -o o l-M o o lk , 
w hom  he  k n ew  to  be  lo y a l ;  b u t  a lth o u g h  ac ­
q u a in te d  w ith  th e  w hole p lo t, he  h a d  y e t coin- 
lim u ic a te d  n o th in g  to  th e  K in g . A n  e x p lan a tio n , 
ho w ev er, a t  le n g th  to o k  p lace , w hen  th e  K in g  
d isg ra ce d  th e  m in iste r K h o o d a b u n d a  K h an , a n d  
cau sed  th e  p e rso n  e m p lo y ed  in  th e  m e an e s t office 
o f  h is  h o u seh o ld  to  be  cu lled  b y  his nam e, in o rd e r  
to  show  th a t  th e  m in is te r w as w o rth y  o f  n o  h ig h e r 
s ta tio n . M ah m o o d  S hah , a l te r  re m a in in g  fo r som e 
tim e  a t A h m u d a b ad , p roceeded , to  P u ttin g  fro m  
w h en ce  h e  d e p u te d  Im ad -o o l-M o o lk  a n d  K e isu r  
K h a n  to  lev y  tr ib u te  on  th e  ra jas  o f  J n lw a ra  a n d  
A b o o g u r. D u r in g  th e  firs t m arch , w h ile  e n ca m p e d  
a t  th e  sh rin e  o f  S he ik h  H a jy , M ujahU I K han* th e  
son o f  th e  la te  d eg ra d ed  m in is te r, to o k  th e  o p p o r­
tu n ity  o f  re v e n g in g  ‘h im se lf  on K e isu r K h an , w ho  
h a d  g iv en  th e  first in fo rm a tio n  o f  h is fa th e r’s 
d e fec tio n , a n d  e n te r in g  hip r e n t  a t  n ig h t, p u t  
th a t  n o b lem an  to  d ea th . T h e  K in g ’s su sp ic io n s  
o f  th e  m u rd e r  fell first on  A jd u r  Khan, w ho w as 
kno w n  to  b e  hostile  to  K e isu r K h an , a n d  he  was



p laced  in fe tte rs ;  b u t tlie  real m u rd ere r and  
bis accom plices hav ing  fled from  cam p th e  n ex t 
n ig h t, the  K ing  ' caused  K hoodabunda  K han  to 
be im prisoned, and  A jdu r K b an  to be •released, 
•fhe K in g  now re tu rn e d  to  ■ Ahmiidafead,- and. 
then  proceeded' to M oostufabad , w here h e  re ­

m ained  for some years. In  the year 88?', 
a ' v m b*. Prc pai’cd an arm y  to  move tow ards 

.Ciiarapaij^re"; b u t ab o u t th a t period , 
bearing, th a t tire B ulsar p ira tes  h ad  gained  su ch  an 
ascendency  at :sea as to  th re a ten  th e  invasion .of 
his dom inions, an d  laid already in te rc ep ted  th e  
trad e , he co llected  a fleet, on board  o f  w hich  lie 
em b ark ed  a  fore# consisting o f  gunners, m us­
k e tee rs  and archers*, w ith which' he sailed  from  
C am bay, A lte r  som e days th e  fleet fell in w ith  
the enem y and gave  chase ti ru n n in g  figh t a as 
susta ined  for som e hours, ..during w hich severa l o f  
the  p ira tical ..vessels w ere cap tu red . T h e  fleet re ­
tu rn e d  to  C am hay, an d  the  K ing  rep a ired  to  
A hn iudabad .

D u rin g  this year, ui consequence o f  an u n u su a l 
d ro u g h t, fam ine p revailed  in  G nzerat, o f  which. 
Zeefcad i. niany thousands o f  th e  in hab itan ts  pe» 
a . h . 887. r isk e d . O n th e  1st o f  Zeek.ad, th e  K in g ' 
Dec, 3. com m enced his preparations, for m arch- 

a. i>. U:v. iug against C ham panerc. T h is  fo rtress f,

*  This is the first mention, o f  artillery and musketry in the 
Guzerat history. They; tffero profatiy introduced by the 
Arabs and Turks, from die lied Sea and Gulf of Persia.

-j* It is now called P iwrungur, or the Stormy Rock, owing, 
i t  is said, to the violent..winds which prevail or its summit. 
The appellation may be modern, but i t  seems to  h a v e  super­
seded that of the Maiiomedan historian.
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situ a te  on a  h ig h  hill, was su rro u n d ed  by- s trong  
w orks o f-so lid  m asonry, and  was in possession o t 
D eny R ay , a c h ie f  o f the R a jp o o t tribe* I t  is so 
an c ien t th a t  no: trad itio n  even  exists o f  t h e  tim e o f  
its ■foundation,, T h e  p rin ces  o f  C ham pafiere  had  
possessed tlie  g o v e rn m en t from, tim e im m e m o ria l; 
a n d  six ty  th o u san d  R ajp o o ts  fo rm ed  th e  arm y  o f  
th e  R a ja ,-w h o  w ere devo ted ' to  his pe rso n  w ith an 
en thusiastic  a tta c h m e n t I t  is by  no  m eans, th e re ­
fo re , to  be w ondered  at* th a t  th is  fo rt, had  n o t y e t 
been  subdued , o r th a t its ru le rs  had  n ev er b e n t 
th e ir  necks to  the  M alrom edan  yoke* *

W h en  th e  R ay  h eard  o f  tire de term ina tion  o f  
M aiunood  S hah, b e  began to  lay w aste th e  co u n try  
con tig u o u s to  R ico o lab ad , a n d  p u t  to  death, m any 
o f  th e  fa ith fu l. O n  the  K in g ’s a rriva l a t  B aroda, 
re p e n tin g  o f  his conduct, th e  R .iy  s e n t am bas­
sadors to  solicit fo rg iv en ess ; b u t M ah rao o d  Shah, 
en rag ed  a t th e  devastation  com m itted  on R usoola- 
bad , refused to  lis ten  to  an y  accom m odation .

I t  w as in  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  y ear 888 

A' U‘ S q  before all th e  p rep ara tio n s  w ere  ready, 
a. ® T a j  K han,. E elrara K h an , E tib a r  
K han , and  A zd-ool-M ooik , w ere  sen t in  advance,
Suffiip 7 an d  a rriv ed  a t th e  foot o f  th e  hill cm th e  
r .1 IT ."Us. 7 th  o f  ISufiii r, A . H . 888, A f te r  th is  th e  
March 17, enem y  rep ea ted ly  a ttack ed  th ese  troops 
A*p * w ith o u t m uch  effect, till a t le n g th  th e  
K in g  hav in g  reach ed  th e  fo rt, lie en cam p ed  a t

* The Baja of Champartere was a Chowlttn by descent, of the 
tribe ofKecchy, and nfcariy allied to the head of the family who 
then occupied Gagrone as his capital; but on being dispos­
sessed by the race of Hara, he built the fort of liagoghur-Tod.
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G irm iry  on th e  M alw a road . B eo y  R ay  d e p u te d  
am bassadors, offering: to  pay  tw o  e lep h a n t loads 
o f  g o ld  i f  M ali m ood  Shah  w ould  desist fro m ' n is 
p u rp o s e ; •• b u t  find ing  n e ith e r h is entreat?es n o r  
offers o f  any avail, h e  co llec ted  h is troops, co n ­
sisting  o f  six ty  th o u san d  m en, b esid e  the  au x ilia rie s  
fu r n is h e d ’.by th e  n e ig h b o u rin g  - ra jas. W ith  th e se  
troops th e  R ajp o o ts  m ad e  fre q u e n t a tta ck s  on  th e  
b esiegers  ; till a t le n g th  th ey  co m p elled  th e m  .to 
ra ise  th e  siege ; an d  th e  R aja  d rew  u p  his a rm y  to  
en g ag e  th e  K in g , w ho now a p p ea re d  a t  th e  h e ad  of 
h is  fo rces. T h e  a c tio n  w inch e n su e d  was san ­
g u in a ry , 'an d ' o b s tin a te ly  co n tes ted  o n  b o th  s id e s ;  
a n d  th e  -H indoos, th o u g h  rep u lsed , re tre a te d  in  
good  o rd e r, w ith  a c o m p ac t body  o f  tw elve th o u ­
san d  m en. T h e  K in g  h av in g  fo llow ed  th e  en em y  
to  th e  foo t o f  th e  h ill-fo rt, ren e w e d  h is d isposition  
fo r th e  p ro secu tio n  o f  th e  siege, a n d  re tu rn e d  in  
person  to  G inaary , S h o rtly  a fte r, a  convoy  o f  p ro ­
visions- an d  stores, u n d e r  S y u d  M u d u n  .Lung, w as 
a tta c k e d  by  th e  R ajpoo ts, an d  th e  w hole c o n v o y  
seized.- In  co n seq u en ce  o f  th is, th e  K in g  rep a ired  
to  th e  cam p, and ' S uperin tended  in  person  the  o p e r­
ations o f  th e  siege, b o th  in  c o n s tru c tin g  th e  tre n c h e s  
a n d  c a rry in g  on m ines, T h e  flow er o f  th e  R a jp o o t 
a rm y  h ad  been d estro y ed  in the  fate action  j a n d  
th e  R aja , b eg in n in g  to  d esp a ir o f  sav in g  his c ap ita l, 
o r  o f  ap p eas in g  M ahm ood’s rage, sen t his m in is te r 
Shew  R ay  to  M an d o , p rom ising  SoOltah G h e ias- 
o o d -D cen  K hiljy  o f  M alw a  to  p ay  h im  a  la c k  o f  
to n k as  o f  silver fo r ev ery  m arch  h e  shou ld  m a k e  
m  com ing  to  ins assistance. C b l ic i - *opd*XI( t..??
assem bled  his arm y  for th is  p u rp o se  a t the to w n

7? 0• lit
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o f  N a lch a  |  w hen M ahm ood  S hah , leav ing  o rders  
for the  con tinua tion  o f  th e  siege, m arched  to  a tta ck  
h im . O n  arriv ing ' a t D ’har, M ahm ood  Shah  .heard 
th a t  Sooltan  G heias-ood -D een , on b e in g  rep ro ach ed  
b y  his nobles and  officers fo r en te r ta in in g  an in ­
ten tio n  o f  m arch in g  to. the  assistance o f  an  infidel., 
had  d isb an d ed  Ids arm y  and re tu rn e d  to  M au d e . 
M ah m o o d  Shah, in conseq u en ce , coutt te rm  a rch ed  
to  G harnpanere , an d  caused  a m osque to  be b u ilt 
in  th e  lines, in o rd e r to  con v in ce  his tro o p s th a t 
i t  was his reso lu tion  not to  desist from  th e  siege 
o f  th e -fo r t till it  w as red u ced . T h e  m ines w ere 
.now carried  on w ith  in c reased  ex ertio n , and the  
app ro ach es  b ro u g h t w ith in  a sho rt d is tan ce , so. 
m uch  so th a t th e  besiegers d iscovered  th a t th e  
R ajpoo ts  .left th e  p lace  th ro u g h  a  sally -port every  
m o rn ing  in o rd e r to  perform  th e ir  ab lu tions, T h e  
K ing, ta k in g  ad van tage  o f  th is  c ircu m stan ce , or- 
Zeekati 2. ^ ertx* a  p a rty  on th e  m o rn in g  o f  th e  Sd 
a, h. 889. o f  Z eekad , A . H . 8 8 9 , to  be close to  
•Nov. i,7. th e  walls a t  d a y lig h tj and  as th e  besieged  

a .  o. 1484'. quitted, them , m an y  o f  th e  M ahom edans 
ru sh ed  in to  th e  p lace , and p e n e tra te d  as fa r as th e  
second  g a te , w hile M-ullik E iaz  Sooltany  *, w ith  a  
sm all p a rty , escaladed  th e  w este rn  w all, w here a 
b reach  had  been  m ade  a few  days befo re  by on e  
o f  th e  b a tte ries , a n d  g o t possession o f  the  m ain  
ga te . T h e  R ajpoots see ing  n o  ch an ce  o f  escape, 
an d  find ing  th a t th e  K in g  re jec ted  all overtu res 
fo r -su rrender, m ade  a  fu n e ra l p ile  w ith in  th e  
walls, a n d  hav ing  b ro u g h t th e ir  p ro p e rty , th e ir  
wives, a n d  th e ir  ch ild ren , se t fire to  it, an d  eon-

'* This is the celebrated admiral who engaged the Portuguese 
fleet pff-Oboul, and who commanded for many years at Did.



Burned th em  to  a sh e s ;  a fte r  w h ich , th e y  re so lu te ly  
aw a ited  th e  s to rm . M ea n w h ile  th e y  m ad e  ev ery  
effo rt to  ex p e l M u ilik  E iaz  S o o lta n y  fro m  tire posi­
tio n  he  h a ft g am ed  ; b u t a shell * fa llin g  on  th e  
palace- o f  th e  -Raja, it  w as d eem ed  u n lu c k y , M ah - 
m o o d  8 h a h , w ho  was re a d y  in th e  lines, s e n t m o re  
tro o p s  to  s u p p o r t . M u ilik  • E iaz , w ho  o p en ed  th e  
gates., a n d  ad m itted -.th e  M ah o m ed an s, W ith  th is  
re in fo rc e m e n t th e  K in g  a rr iv e d  in  p e rso n  : a n d  
h a v in g  p la n te d  th e  c o lo u rs  on  th e  w orks, o b ta in e d  
e n tire  possession  o f  th e  ra m p a rts . T h e  H in d o o s , 
th u s  s itu a ted  c o lle c te d  in  a  b o d y , a n d  ru n n in g  to  
so m e  w a te r  n e a r  th e  sp o t, b a th e d , w ith  th e i r  n a k e d  
sw o rd s  a n d  sp ea rs  in  th e ir  h a n d s , a n d  th e n  ru s lie d  
o n  th e  M ah o m ed an s, T h e  R a jp o o ts  w e re  fo r  th e  
m o s t p a r t  k ille d  in  th is  assault* th o u g h  th e  v ic to rs  
a lso  su ffe red  severe ly , b o th  in  k ille d  a d d  w o u n d e d . 
T h e  R a ja  B eu y  R ay , a n d  his p rim e  m in is te r  D o n - 
g u rsy , w ere  b o th  w o u n d e d , a n d  fell in to  th e  h a n d s  
o f  th e  K in g ’s tro o p s.

A f te r  th is  v ic to ry , M ahm .ood Shah  caused  p u b lic  
p ra y e rs  to  b e  re a d , a n d  d ire c te d  th e  w o u n d s  o f  th e  
p r iso n e rs  to  h e  a tte n d e d  to . H a v in g  s e n t fo r B it ty  
R a y , he  asked  h im  w h a t c o u ld  in d u c e  h im  to  h o ld  o u t 
so lo n g , b e fo re  so la rg e  a fo rce . T h e  R a y  re p lie d , 
w ith  u n d a u n te d  firm ness, «  I  h o ld  th is  te r r i to ry  b y  
“  h e re d ita ry  r ig h t , arid b e in g  d e sc e n d e d  fro m  a  lin e  
“ o f  n o b le  an ces to rs , have  b e en  ta u g h t  to  re s p e c t 
“  th a t  n am e  w h ic h  th e y  h a n d ed  d o w n  to  m e, I

* The word is hooka. The use of shells at this early period 
is remarkable, although it is mentioned that the Moslems em­
ployed gremdoes in their ships at the time the Portuguese 
reached India.

; X I  M OOD S H A H  I .
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“  d e te rm in e d , th e re fo re , mot to  a c t  in a w a y  so as 
to  d isg ra ce  m y fa m ily .”  M alim o o d , a d m ir in g  th is 

sp ir i te d  a n d  m a n ly  c o n d u c t, o rd e re d  every  a tte n tio n  
to  b e  p a id  to th e  R a ja ’s w an ts  a n d  com forts .

•D u rin g  th e  t im e  th e  K in g  w as d e ta in e d  b y  his 
sick' a n d  w o u n d ed  a t C lia in p an e re , h e  la id  the 
fo u n d a tio n  o f  th e  c i ty  o f  M ah m o o d a b a d , a n d  also 
o f  a  b e a u tifu l  m o sq u e , in w h ic h  was a p u lp i t  w ith  
th is s e n te n c e  in s c r ib e d  u p o n  i t ,  co m m em o ra tin g  
th e  d a te  o f  its c o m p le tio n  : — *

«A«Awl& itJ « -*• »

“ Prayers and the pulpit.’5

B e n y  .Ray h a v in g  reco v ered  from  his w o u n d s , 
the  K in g  used  e v e ry  effort to  p e rsu ad e  both, him  
and M s m inister, to  em b race  t h e  M nh.om e.ikn. fa ith . 
T h e y , ho w ev er, p e rs is te d  in  re fu s in g ,, sw e a rin g  tha t 
th ey  p re fe rre d  d e a th  to  a b ju r in g  - th e ir  r e l ig io n . ’ 
M a h m o o d  Shah w as  in  hopes o f  shak ing , th e ir ,  con­
s ta n c y  by  confin ing  th em  se p a ra te ly , a n d  t r e a t in g  
them  h a rsh ly . T h i s  co n d u c t o n ly  tended  to  su p p o rt 
th e ir  re so lu tio n , t i l l  a t  le n g th  th e  K in g , a t  the 
in s tig a tio n  o f  so m e  holy  m e n  ab o u t Iris p e rso n , 
o rd e re d  th em  to  b e  p u t  to d e a th .

A t  th is  period, h e  caused  th e  c i ty  o f  A h m u d a b u d  ; 
to  b e  s u rro u n d e d  b y  a  wall a n d  b as tio n s ; a n d  on  its 
c o m p le tio n  had  th e  fo llow ing  se n te n c e , coinm em o* 
ra tlv e  o f  th e  d a te  o f  th a t e v e n t ,  in sc rib ed  o n  one 
face o f  t h e  fo r t if ic a t io n ; —

Us* l^jlf &bi

“  Whosoever is within is safe.”



I i j  the . y e a r  80CA so m e  ,mereiHints, . 
a ,/h- $p2. trave l] in o’ fro m  D ehly  w ith  horses lo r
A- o« I486* zz ' j , " * / 1. _G uzei.-at w ere pb;.riideved If) passing  i ’ iQ 
te rrito rie s  o f  a  H indoo chief. fe T h e  K in g . im ­
m ed ia te ly  s e n t  -a person  to  d em an d  re s ti tu tio n  of 
th e  p ro p e rty  ; and  such  "was the a w e  M uh jpood  
Shall had in sp ired , th a t  th e  m e rc h a n ts  were n o t  
o n ly  well, re im b u rsed , b u t  the  m essen g er w as 
handsom e,ly en te r ta in ed , and  m ag n ific en t p r e ­

se n ts  sen t h a c k  w ith  him  to  th e  iKingp 
A. H. 900. J j, tli-e year 9 0 0 , one B a h a d u r  Cfeelany,
A ' " ' f an officer o f th e  Deccan government* 
having revolted front ins master, collected.a force 
consisting o f  from  ten to twelve thousand .men,.and 
also- a fleet, w ith which he not only seized on th e  
po rts of G oa and  B abul, b u t went so far as today  
hands on som e G uzerat vessels trad in g  along.. th e  
coast. 'H e.afterw ards landed* and took possession 
o f  th e  b land  o f M rh im t, giving up the  town to 
p lunder. O n  information o f this ev en t, the ad­
m iral, Sufdur-ool-Moolk:, was sent to  Malum by 
sea, and Kowanwool-Mooik marched w ith  a force 
b y  land. T h e  fleet experienced a Heavy gale  
o ff the port, in  which m ost of the  vessels wexe 
stranded j on which occasion the enem y cam e 
dow n to the beach, and massacred th e  crews a? 
th ey  were w ashed ashore. 1 ue adm ital hioiseif 
w as taken prisoner, and all tne fleet fell into the  
enem y’s hands. Kowam-oot-Moolk hom ing of this 
disaster, on h is arrival n e a r  Maid.ni, sen t a ine-v-

*  T h e  nam e a n d  country p f  ib is  chief is  o m itte d  in d ie  

o r ig in a l, 
f  Bom bay.

M A H M O OD  SHAH I»
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senger to  -the K in g , and  h a lte d  till fu r th e r  orders. 
M ah m o o d  S h ah  now d e p u te d  an en v o y  to  th e  
K in g  of. th e  D eccan , com plain-tig  o f  th e  ou trag e  
com m itted  b y  B ah ad u r G eelan y :, a n d  th a t  m o­
n a r c h ’, m arch ing . against the rebel (n o tw ith s ta n d in g  
a  disaffection o f  th e  nob les o f  Ids c o u rt) , seized* 
h is  person , a n d  caused him  .to-be ex ecu ted .; and  
S u fd u r-oo l-M oo lk , th e  G u z e ra t  ad m ira l, was re ­
leased  from  p rison , and th e  fle e t o f  th e  la te  B ahadur 
G ee lan y , w h ich  fell in to  th e  hands o f  th e  K ing  o f  
th e  .D eccan, w as delivered  over to  th e  adm ira l’s 
c h arg e . A f te r  the  necessary  eq u ip m en ts , S u fd u r 
ool-M oolk. sa iled  from  M ah irn  to  th e  n o rth w a rd , 
ta k in g  w ith  h im  some v a lu ab le  p re sen ts  from  th e  
King- o f  th e  D e cc an , and also a le tte r, re q u e s tin g  th e  
in te rfe re n c e  o f  M ahm ood  S h a h  w ith th e  officers o f  
h is  arm y, an d  th e  nobles o f  h is  co u rt, w ho  were in  
a  s ta te  o f  a c tu a l revolt, M ah m o o d  S hah, p e rce iv in g  
th a t  m atte rs  h a d  gone too  fa r to  he en ab led  to  
r e n d e r  him  an y  aid, declined  en g ag in g  in  th e  affairs 
o f  h is court.

In  th e  y e a r  9 0 1 , M ah m o u d  Shah 
A .p .9 0 1 . m arch ed  tow ards th e  co u n tries  o f  W agur 

an d  Id u r , from  th e  rajas o f  w h ich  places 
h e  ex ac ted  la rg e  offerings, a n d  re tu rn e d  lad en  w ith  
tre a su re  to  M ah o m ed ab ad  C h am p an e re . T h re e  

y e a rs  a fte rw ards (A . I I .  9 0 4 ) , h av in g  
h e a rd  th a t A li i f  K h an  h ad  ra ised  th e  
s ta n d a rd  or re v o lt, the K in g  o rdered  

S h e ik h  B u rra  D eccan y , th e  K azy -oo l-K ooza t t  o f

*  B ahadur G e e la n y  w as f  illed  in action , lig h tin g  against a  
d etach m en t o f  th e  D e c c a n  arm y in th e vicin ity o f  K olapoor.
V id e  vol. ii. p, 543. 

f  C h ie f  ju d g e .
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A im m daba.d, to  m arch  ag a in st him  $ upon  w hich  
the  reb e l ffed to  M alw a, w here  h e  sh o rtly  • a lte r- 

w ards d ied  by poison. O n  th e  fo llow ing 
year (A . I I .  *905) A d ii K han  Fa rooky,

A’ *l'v ‘ ‘ ru le r o f  K andeish , fo llow ing  th e  ex am p le  
o f  A in f  K h an  and  th e  officers o f  th e  D e cc an , ra ised  
th e  s tan d a rd  o f  rev o lt, and  re fu sed  to  pay  th e  usual 
tr ib u te . Sheikh B u rra  was also  s e n t  against h im  ; 
b u t  A d il Khan, co m in g  in p e rso n  to M ah o m ed - 
abad  Cham.pane.re, th rew  h im se lf on  th e  K in g ’s 
m ercy , b rin g in g  w ith  him  th e  a rrea rs  o f  tr ib u te , 
as a  peace  offering. Som e h is to rian s  s ta te  th a t  
M ahm oud. Shah m a rc h ed  in  p e rso n  ag a in st A d il  
K h an , a n d  hay ing  a rriv e d  on th e  riv e r T a p ty , re ­
ceived  h is subm ission there .*

A b o u t this p eriod  M u llik  A s h r u f t ,  th e  g o v e rn o r  
o f  D o w lu tab ad , w ro te  to  M ah m o o d  Shah, s ta tin g  
th a t h e  h ad  possession o f  th a t s tro n g  fortress, a n d  
was b esieged  b y  th e  D eccan  a rm y  u n d e r A iim u d  
N izam  S hah  B h e iry  j offering, a t th e  same tim e, i f  
th e  G u z e ra t  m onarch  w ould  m a rc h  to  h is  as­
sistance, to g ive h im  possession, an d  hold  i t  as 
bis tr ib u ta ry . M ah m o o d  Shah, in  consequence , 
m a rch ed  to  the  sou th , an d  A h m a d  N izam  S h ah  
raised  th e  siege, a n d  re tre a te d  to  A m b u r, T h e  
Iving o f  G  uzerat d id  n o t h a lt  till he  reach ed  D o w ­
lu tab ad  5 w here  h av in g  received  handsom e p re sen ts

* It is  difficult to fancy a m ore w anton  exertion  o f  p ow er  
than that o f  the M ahornedan King o f  G u zera t d em and ing tri­
b ute from  th e  in dependent M ahornedan p rin cip ality  o f  K andeish*  
w hose rulers derived their titles  and au th ority  from the very 
sam e so v ere ig n  as did th e  k in g s of G uzerat.

t  T h e h istory  o f  M u llik  A sh ru f is fu lly  d etailed  in th a t  
o f  the N izam  Shahy k in gs o f  A hm u d m iggu r, V ide v o l. iii.
p . 20+,
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from M ulU k A sh ru fi he re tu rn ed  to  M ahom ed abaci 
C ham pauere.

In  th e  year 906 , th e  K ing  having 
d" I50ij d iscovered a consp iracy  -among some 

o f the  nob les o f  A h m u d ab ad , fo r the  
purpose o f  d e th ro n in g  him , w e n t th ither, an d  by 
strong  m easures d ic ta te d  -.by p o licy  - as w ell as by 
necessity , rem oved some tom  th e ir  offices, and  
caused o thers to  b e  execu ted .

In  th e  year 9 1 8 , th e  infidel E u ro -
T  r* 1507 Peam  *• wll°  had  la te  years u su rp ed  

the  dom in ion  o f th e  ocean , endeavoured  
to occu p y  for them selves some p o r t  on the  G u a e ra l .  
coast, o n  w hich  they  wished to se ttle  ; and th e  G rand. 
Seign ior o f  C onstantinople, desirous o f  opposing  
this m easure, d ep u ted  A m eer H oossein t  w ith  a 
fleet from  the R o d  Sea to en g ag e  them  in- th is 
quarte r. A m eer H oossein a rr iv e d  off th e  G u- 
zerat coast in th is year.- a n d  M ahtmood Shah, 
also, anxious to  a id  in the  expulsion o f  these 
strangers, sailed wit-1) a  fleet first to  H ainan, and. th en  
to M alu m . O n his- arrival a t  th e  form er p o rt, he 
o rdered  M ullik  E ia z  ..Sooltany, the  A m eer-ocl- 
O m ra, w ith  a la rg e  fleet, to  sail from D iu  to - 
a ttack  th e  enem y in concert w ith  th e  T u rk ish  fleet, 
whose ships were o f  a  larger descrip tion  th a n  those 
o f G u z e ra t. t

*  T h is  is th e  firs t m e n tio n  m ade o f  th e  P o rtu g u e se  in  th e  
G u s e ra t -h is to ry .

f  T h is is the same person  th e P ortu gu ese  call M eer H ashim . 
j. P ortuguese h istorian  states, that th e  Turks in  A rabia , 

having n o  m eans o f  con stru ctin g  ships th e re , procured tim ber 
to b e  se n t  from the m ountains o f  D alm atia to .-A lexandria, 
w hence it  w as conveyed  to  Cairo, and o v er  the desert o f  Suez.
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T he com bined  fleets fell in  w ith th e  P o rtu g u ese  
off the p o rt o f  Choui, w here  an en g ag em en t took  
place, in w hich  the  flag ship o f  th e  enem y (v a lu ed  
a t a crore o f  ru p ees* ) was sunk, a n d  every  m an on 
board perished . M ullik  E iaz, hav ing-thus defeated  
tire P ortuguese  fleet, re tu rn e d  v ic to rio u sly ; for ** al- 
Si though fo u r hundred. T u rk s  w ere honoured  w ith  
“  the  crow n o f  m arty rdom , no few er than  th re e  
u  thousand or four thousand  P o rtu g u ese  infidels 
“ were, a t th e  same tim e,'' sent to  th e  in fernal re - 
“  gionsf* A fte r th is  event, th e  K ing  h av in g  
p laced  th e  G rizerat p o rts  in secu rity  from  th e  
enem y’s attacks,, re tu rn e d  to  M ahoraedabad  C ham - 
panere. S hortly  after, new s a rrived  th a t D aw o o d  
K han F arooky , ru le r  o f  K andeish , was dead , 
and  th a t a  revolution h ad  tak en  place in  th a t 
country . A d il K han  F arooky  ( th e  g randson  • .of 
M ahm ood Shah) d ep u ted  a person  to  the  K in g , 
asserting h is righ t to  th e  governm en t, and c la im ing  
assistance from  him on  th e  score o f  relationship,.

I n  the  year 913, th e refo re , M ahm ood 
a . d! 1507. Shah m arched  with a  sm all force to ­

w ards A seer. O n  the  ro ad  th ith e r h e

on can ids. T h e fleet con sisted  o f  twelve sa il, and carried o n e  
thousand five hundred m en , under the com m and o f  A m e er  
H oossetn, w ho, with M ullik E ia z , the admiral o f  G uzerat, u n ited  
and attacked th e Portuguese in  Choui h a r b o u r ; on which o c c a ­
sion the la tter took two o f  th e  Turkish v esse ls , and lost on e o f  
their own, w h ich  w a s  blow n up. Faria*e~Souza, tome i. p art ii, 
chap, ii,

* A  m illion  pounds ster lin g . This affords som e notion  o .  
th e  estim ation in  which th ey  h e ld  the E u rop ean  vessels.

f  Faria-e-S o u za  states th e  Portuguese to  have lost e ig h ty -  
one m en, and estim ates the en em y 's loss at s ix  hundred.
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halted  to  ce leb ra te  -the R u m z an  a t the' tow n of 
C h ik ly , on the  banks o f the  N e rb u d d a ; w here he 
lea rn ed  th a t  A lu m  K han  F a ro o k y , b e in g  .invited 
by one  H issam -ood-D cen  of K antleish, a n d  sup­
p o rte d  b y  A h m u d  N izam  S hah  B h eiry , and 
Im ad-ool-M oolk  ru le r  of B erar, had  assum ed the 
re ins o f  g o v e rn m en t in A see r. O n  M ahm ood 
Shah reach in g  T a in  ere , he 'was. m e t by  A d il K han , 
and th e n c e  he sen t a  G u z e ra t d e tach m en t in  ad­
vance to  B oorhanpoor. In  consequence  o f  w hich, 
th e  u n ite d  forces o f  B erar and  A h m u d n u g g iu  
re tre a te d , and A d d  K h an  was p laced  a t th e  head 
o f th e  governm ent. L a ru n  K h a n  K hiljy, one  of 
the  p re ten d e rs  to  K andeish , w as gratified  by  receiv ­
ing th e  title  o f  K h an  Jehan  ; '  an d  lie o b ta ined  the 
d is tric t o f  A hw as in  jag eer. M ahm ood  S hah, on 
th is occasion, con ferred  titles also on m any  o th e r 
o f  th e  A see r officers a ttached  to  A dil K h an , and  
left a  b o d y  o f  G u z e ra t troops to  support his au ­
tho rity . I n  o rd er to  d e te r H issam -ood-D een  from  
m ak ing  any  fu tu re  attem pt, on th e  governm en t, he 
con ferred  on him th e  tow n o f D h o o r, in th e  d is tric t 
o f  Sooltanpoor. N o tw ith s tan d in g  these a rran g e- 
m erits, in te rn a l com m otions o ccu rred  a t A se e r 
du ring  th e  follow ing year, w h ich  were am icab ly  
ad justed  th ro u g h  th e  agency  o f M ah m o o d S h ab , w ho 
sen t h is ow n son to  ca rry  into effect his o rders, an d  
to  confirm  the  au th o rity  o f A d il K h an .

I t  is w o rth y  o f  rem ark , th a t an  em bassy, acco m ­
panied b y  valuable p resen ts , was s e n t on the  follow ­

in g  year from  S ik u n d u r L o d y  o f  D e h ly  
to  M ahm ood  Shah o f  G u ze ra t, th e re b y  

A'a' ' ’ acknow ledging , for th e  first tim e, th e
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independence  o f  th a t k ingdom , *• I n  the  la tte r  e n d  
o f  the  sam e year, M ahm ood Shall m ade a to u r  o f  
his k ingdom  ; p roceed ing , first, to  N ehrw ala  P u ttu n , 
w here lie solicited  th e  prayers o f  th e  holy  m en  
dw elling in  th a t p la c e ; an d  subsequen tly  to  A h m a d - 
abad, w hen  he paid his devotion a t  the  sh rin e  o f  
Sheikh A h m ud G eesoo-D ura/,, arid  re tu rn ed  th e n c e  
to  M ahoniedabad  C h a ra p a n e re ; w here  fa lling  d a n ­
gerously  ill, he sen t fo r his son th e  P rin ce  M oo- 
zuffur, the  heir a p p a ren t, from B aroda. S h o rtly  
afterw ards, recovering  sufficiently to  tran sac t b u si­
ness, he p erm itted  him  to re tu rn  to  his g o v e rn ­
m ent j b u t. in a few weeks after, hav ing  a re lap se  
o f  his com plain t, he ag ain  sent to r  th e  .Prince. A t 
th is period , Y ad g a r  B eg  K uzilbash  f  a rriv ed  as 
am bassador from Shah Ism ael, K in g  o f  Persia  ; b u t 
It'imzan % before he c o u ld  obtain an  audience. Mali* 

a . h , 917,. m ood Shah died, on th e  2 d  o f  R am za n ,
N ov, 2 3 . A . II . 917; in the  sev en tie th  y ear o f  his 

A.D. lo l l .  a n.e? ail(t th e  fifty-fifth o f  his re ign , t
H e  w as surnam ed B eg in , or B e G u rra . H is to rian s  

differ w ith  regard  to  th e  origin o f  th is  appella tion  : 
some assert it  was g iv en  to him b ecause  b eg ra  sig-- 
nifies cu r led, as the  h o rn s  o f  a cow , allud ing  to  th e  
shape w hich  his m ustachios assum ed.

* T h e  G u zerat historian, w ho prides h im se lf  much on  this 
event, seem s to forget that the em pire o f  D ehly had  also  
changed its m aster, and th a t th e pow er o f  th e T ogh lu ks had  
passed into th e  hands o f  th e  Afghans s in c e  the estab lishm ent 
o f  the kings o f  G uzerat.

f  K uzilbash , or R ed -h ead , is an appellation  given  to  th e  
Toorks se ttled  in Persia, ow in g  to their w earin g  red caps. V id e  
p . 80,

X H e is  buried  at S u rk ech , near A hm udabad, in th e shrine  
o f  Sheikh A hm ud K utloo.
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_ J  uraal-ood-D een Hoossei.ii, however, in
his h istory, gives his opin ion  in these w o rd s : —  

l i ie  w ord be, in .the G  uzieratfcy language, signi- 
"5 ties two,, and  g u rra  a  h il i /b r t ,  from  w hence th e  
“  m m o G u rra i,' derived  from  M ahm ood Shah 
“ having red u ced  tw o hill-fbrfs on th e  opposite 
“  s’’:-es of his dom inions, before deem ed itnprog- 

n ab le ; viz. Girn&l on th e  west, an d  C ham panere 
on the eas t. t i hi;* derivation appears to  m e 

sufficiently rational an d  probable.
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H r ascends the throne without opposition — engages to assist the 
King qfMalxiod, toho is espell'd from his throne by the Hin­
doos — besieges Mando, and takes it by storm, "on which occa­
sion fifteen thousand Rajpoots lose their lives — replaces the 
King o f Mcdiva on his throne.— The King ofM ahm  defeated 
by Ram Sanla o f Chdtoor — receives aid from  Moozuffvr 
Shah, whose army hrmg< a Chittqoi, — Peace concluded with 
the liana. — Bahadur, the King's wcotid son, quits his father’s 
court in disgust, and proceeds to Dehly. — Death of Moo- 
zttffkr Shah IS.

M ahm ooo  S h a h  was su cceed ed  b y  h is son M co- 
zuffur, who w as born on T h u rsd a y , th e .2 0 th  o f  S h u - 
val, A . I I .  8? 5 , ( 10th  A pril, 1470 ,) a n d  ascen d ed  
th e  th rone  in th e  forty-first year o f  h is ag e  5 im m e­
d ia te ly  a fte r w hich he n o m in a ted  M u llik  K hoosh  
K u d d u m , e n title d  Im ad-oo l-M oo lk , a n d  M u lltk  
liu sh e e d , e n title d  K h o d aw u n d  K h an , h is  tw o m i­
n isters. O n  th e  fo llow ing m onth , Y a d g a r B eg , 
th e  Persian  am bassador, re ach ed  th e  cap ita l, and  a ll 
th e  p rinc ipa l officers an d  heads o f  d ep artm en ts  
w ere  d ep u ted  to  m eet him  a t some d is tan ce  from .the  
c itv , in o rd e r to  w elcom e h im  in the  K in g ’s nam e, 
a n d  to escort h im  to  a  handsom e p a lace  fitted  up  fo r 
h is  recep tion . A t  his first aud ience , th e  am bassador 
d e liv e red  h is c red en tia ls  a n d  som e o f  th e  ra rities  
o f  Persia, w hen  he an d  th e  rest o f  Ids su ite  w ere 
honoured  wifi) robes.
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Som etim e afterw ards th e  K in g ’ w en t to  B aroda, 
th e  nam e o f  which tow n he cau sed  to  be ch an g ed  
to  D ow lutribad, ' .U pon his a rriva l th e re , he found  
Sahib-:.-..Khan f  (a  p rin ce  o f  th e  b lood-royal of 
M alw a), w h o  had. fled from  th e  persecu tio n  o f  his 
b ro ther. M oozuflu r b h ah  received  him w ith a t­
ten tion , and  trea ted  him  w ith  th e  considera tion  
due to  h is rank . T h e  K in g  th e n  p roceed ing  do 
M ;jhom ctiabad  C ham pane re, d ire c ted  K eisu r K h an  
to .g o -to  D o h u d , in o rd e r  to  a sce rta in  the  s la te  o f  

. affairs in  M alw a. T h is  m easure w as ad o p ted  p re ­
viously to  send ing  any  troops in a id  o f  the  fugi tive 
prince, Sah ib  K han, w hose im patience  he res tra in ed  
b y  te lling  h im  th a t a t p resen t th e  rains, h a d  se t 
in , and  i t  w ould be Im p ru d en t to  com m ence a 
cam paign ; b u t  th a t w hen the  season was m ore  
favourab le  b e  w ould, G o d  willing,, resto re  to  h im  
his ju s t rig h ts .

'D uring h is residence a t  .court, Sahib  K h an  u n ­
fo rtunate ly  co n trac ted  a  close in tim acy  w ith  th e  
Persian  am bassador, w ho, to g e th er’ w ith  his su ite , 
h ad  becom e ex trem ely  obnoxious to  all classes, an d  
w ere called  by  the inhab it ants Soorkh K oolia, in all u ­
sion to  th e  nam e o f  th e ir  tribe, K uzilbash  sign ify ­
in g  in  th e  T o o rk y  language R ed-head . T h e  re su lt o f  
th is  in tim acy , on die p a r t  o f  Sahib K han , a t le n g th  
ended  in  a  scuffle be tw een  the  K uziibashes an d  
his people in  th e  am bassador’s palace. Swords w ere 
d raw n on  b o th  s id e s ; a n d  th e  In d ian s  being ro u ted , 
th e  K uziibashes p u rsu ed  them  in to  th e  s tree ts , *

* It is no lo n g er  known b y  d ie  latter appellation.
f  T he adven tu res o f  Sahib K han will b e  found  in the M alw a  

history,



arm ed  with bow s and  arrow s, and  w ounded  several 
persons w holly unco n n ec ted  w ith th e  affray. -A. 
ru m o u r im m ediately  spread  th rough  th e  tow n th a t 
th e  T oorkm ans ( th a t is to  say, the  K uzii bashes,) 
h a d  seized th e  person o f  Sahib K han , an d  i t  was 
som e tim e before  .peace'-was restored. T h e  M alw a 
p rince , who fe lt h im self to  blam e, was so asham ed 
o f  his conduct, th a t he  q u itted  th e  - court, w ithou t 
ta k in g  leave, w en t to A seer and B oothanpoor, and  
u ltim ately  'to B erar, w here  h e  solicited th e  assist­
an ce -o f Itfiad-ool-M oolk. A  m ore fu ll acco u n t o f  
Sahib  K han’s adven tures will be found  in th e  M alw a 
h isto ry .

T h e  d ep artu re  o f Sahib K h a n  was followed by  
--intelligence; th a t  the P o o rb y  R ajpoots had com ­
p le te ly  d e fea ted  Sooltan M ahkiood K h iljy  o f  
M alw a, an ev en t which in d u ced  the  K in g  to go  
to  G o d ra  in  o rd er to  m ake a rrangem ents for a 
cam paign  in Malwa*. En>odl-M oolfc, governo r o f  
P u ttu n , was d irec ted  to  b rin g  his division to A h- 
m udabad , w hen Bheem  R ay  o f  Id u r , ta k in g  ad ­
van tage, of his absence, p lu n d e red  an d  la id  w aste 
th e  su rro u n d in g  coun try  as fa r as the  S ab u rm u tty . 
In  consequence o f  this p roceeding , E in-obl-M dolk  
was ordered to  p roceed  to  M ahrasa,- w here  he was 
a tta ck e d  and defeated  by  the  I d u r  R a ja ;  and  
A bdoo l Midlife, an officer o f  d istinction , w ith tw o 
h u n d re d  m en, w ere  left dead  on tire field.

T h e  K ing, hearing  o f  th is d isaster, instantly 
m arch ed  tow ards Id u r. O n  reach in g  M ahrasa 
he  caused the whole o f  th e  Id u r  d is tric t to  be laid 
w aste. B heem  R ay  took refuge in  th e  Reesui- 
n u g g u r  m ountains ; bu t th e  garrison o f  Id u r, con-
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s ittin g  o f  on ly  ten  R ajpoots, defended  it against 
the  w hole o f  th e  K ing’s army; w ith  o b s tin a cy } 
they  w ere, how ever, ev en tu a lly  p u t to  death  on th e  
cap tu re  o f  th e  p lace j and  th e  tem ples, palaces, 
and  gard en  houses, w ere levelled  with th e  dust. 
M eanw hile  th e  R ay  d ep u ted  one M udun  G opak  a 
bram in, as envoy to  the  K in g ; s ta tin g  th a t E in - 
ool-Moolk; had  w antonly devasta ted  his coun try , 
a n d 1 th a t th e  'action, w hich had  b een  • fo u g h t oc­
cu rred  in consequence o f  his outrages. B heem  
R a y  expressed  his re g re t a t th e  c ircum stance, an d  
sen t one h u n d red  horses an d  two h u n d red  th o u ­
sand  tunicas, as an offering, which, in consideration  
o f  th e . p ro jec ted  cam paign  in  M alw a, th e  K ing  
accep ted , an d  overlooking th e  c o n d u c t o f  .Ray 
B heem , gave  th e  m oney to E m -ool-M ooik  to  raise 
troops, w ith  orders to  jo in  the  arm y. O n th e  
K in g ’s re tu rn  to  G o dm , having  left his son Si* 
Jkundur K h an  in charge o f  M hhotnedabad, Ohara* 
panere, .he m arched to  P o h u d , from  w hence he 
d irec ted  K e isu r K han  to o ccupy  th e  tow n o f  
D y d la ; b u t having heard  th e re  was good  h u n tin g  
g round  in th e  v ic in ity .o f  D ’liar, he  le ft the  arm y 
under' Kowam-ool-M oolfc, a n d  p roceeded , w ith an 
escort o f  tw o thousand cavalry  and  one hundred  
and  fifty e lephants, to  th a t p lace , w here he was for 
som e tim e en g ag ed  in th e  am usem ent o f  th e  chase.
A t  th is  period , N izam -oohM oolk, who had been 
sen t w ith a  fo rag ing  p a rty  to  Nalch'a, was a ttack ed  
by a  body o f  P oorby  R ajpoo ts o f  M alw a, b u t suc­
ceeded  in repu lsing  them  w ith o u t loss. In te lli­
gence  was now  received, w hich  com pelled th e  King* 
to  re tu rn  to  G u z e ra t j and th is  p artia l skirm ish led


