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Ills first visit, at an. j unreasonable hour of the night, not 
regarding the very uriseasoimbleness was enough to render 
it suspicious. Souza .received him upon his guard : they 
discoursed of things indifferent, The King went away, 
believing he had ensnared Souza; and lie had given him a 
sufficient caution. * Nu.no de Cunha, being advertised by 
Emanuel de. Souza of the posture of affairs at Dili, thought 
it strange that .he had not secured the King when in his 
power, and his wicked intentions were known ; and that 
he had given out that ships were come from Portugal with, 
great supplies.

“ This invention endangered Nuno; for Badur resolved to 
murder him first, that he might not come to the relief of 
the fort when Souza was killed. H e writ to him, desiring 
he would come to Diu about important affairs.

« N unp ,. though he kimjy his wicked designs, made no 
difficulty of going. H e set out of' Goa on the 9th January, 
and what with the vessels he carried, and those which fol
lowed hhii, appeared there with near three hundred sail 
He put in at Choul, and found that: Nizamaluco, induced 
thereto by Badur, had been there with eight thousand men, 
pretending it was to divert his women at sea, but in reality 
with an ill design on that place, which was disappointed 
by the care of Simon Guedez, who commanded there. At 
Ba^aira (Bassein) he took up his brother-in-law, Anthony 
di Silveyra, a man. of great worth, and left in his place Ruy- 
vaz Pereyra. King Badur was at that time in the moun
tains hunting. Nuno sent to visit h i m b u t  he who let 
slip no opportunity, now especial ly, prevented him by send
ing to him first one John de St Jago, not long before a 
Christian, but fallen again, and become a favourite of 
Badur by the- name of Frangur Cham. Cunha was indis
posed, and feigned himself worse; so lying off of Did, he 
sent to excuse himself to the King for not landing imme
diately.

* This passage ought to be, '** though'in reality he had put 
him on his guard.’'
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« The King feigning great friendship presently enters 
into 'ft boat, in which he had sent iNuno a present of venison.
There went with him thirteen men of quality, and Emanuel 
de Souza, who had carried the last message from None de 
Cunha to him. He received him on board the galleon in 
the best manner he could. Being seated, they discoursed 
of indifferent things; hut tin; King was surprised to see a 
page whisper Nuno de Cunha: it was a message from 
Emanuel dc Souza, who believing he was to be there 
secured, or killed, sent word that some captains were 
waiting his orders. The King was somewhat quieter seeing 
Cunha did not mind the page, and soon arose and W ent 
away. Cunha had thought it strange that Souza did not 
secure the King when lie had him in the fort alone; and 
now hav in g  him aboard the galleon, he did not detain him *
Nuuo ordered all the officers to accompany the King .irst 
to his palace, and then Emanuel de Souza to the fort, where 
he proposed to secure the King when he came to visit him, 
as the King, on the other side, had resolved to seize him at 
a dinner he had a design to invite him to, and send him 
to the great Turk in a cage. Emanuel' de Souza was going 
to invite the King to the fort, while Nuno de Cunha got 
thither. He came, up with the King’s catur or barge, and 
made the offer by the means of Rume Cham, who at the 
same time advised, the King not to go, because he suspected 
they would secure him. He slighted the caution, and bid 
Souza come into his barge, who stepping over, fell into the 
sea, but being taken up, the officers who came with him 
carried him to the King. At; the same time came up 
another of our barges, and some gentlemen, who, seeing 
Emanuel de Souza, entered' hastily into the K ing’s. He 
suspecting their hasty coming aboard, together with the

* This passage should be, “ Cunha thought it strange on a 
former occasion that Emanuel de Souza did not seize the 
King when lie had him alone in the fort; but is; seems more 
strange that Cmiha did not now seize him when m  hoard his 
vessel-”
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caution given by Rume Cham, ordered his officers to kill 
EmanusI de Souza, James dp Mesrjuita understanding 

at, and,wounded the King, whilst t|,ey killed that 
valiant captain. There was a bloody fray, in which, four 
of our gentlemen were killed, having slain seven of the 
enemy, Other of our barges coming up, received some 
damage from a page, w ho shot several with the King’s Tow, 
till• killed with a musket-ball Three of the King's ships 
(boats) came up to rescue him. He seeing the danger began 
to fly, but was stopped by a cannon shot, winch killed three 
of his men that row ed. The King thought pow to escape 
by swimming, hut being in danger of drowning, cried out, 
discovering who he was. Tristan de Payva de Santarem 
coming up, reached out to him an oar to bring him aboard 
his vessel, when a soldier struck him across the face with 
a halbert, and so others, till he was killed. He was a. little 
while above water and then sunk, and neither his nor 
Emanuel de Souza his body could be found, though Nun.o 
de Cunha caused-them to be diligently looked after, to give 
them the due funeral honours.'’

E xtrac t from  the .M -irat-Iskundry,

An Account of the. inode in which the Portuguese obtained 
a footing in Din by stratagem, and of the martyrdom of 
the King by the hands of the treacherous captain, or 
governor, of the Portuguese.

‘hit is suited, that when Bahadur Shah; was compelled 
to fly, owing to the unfortunate events- which have been 
previously related, he came to the port of Did. The 
Portuguese' made offers of their assistance, and endea
voured to console him, saying, that the sea port., along 
the coast were in their hands, and that they, were prepared 
to afford an asylum to the King in any of them he might 
select, for his residence. Bahadur Shah, owing to his 
distresses, received these offers with thankfulness. One
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clay the .Portuguese represented that their merchants, who 
were in the habit of trail log to Dili, were obliged to lint! 
warehouses for their'-goods in separate remote parts or the 
town ; they requested, therefore,/.that:.permission might be 
granted, them to occupy a h iS . of' land, on which they 
might construct, an enclosure, to contain and protect their 
goods.. This request being acceded to, the King left Dili 
and proceeded to put down his enemies. The Portuguese, 
availing themselves of the 'King’s absence, cut the hide of 
a cow into - strips,'and measured out a spot equal to the 
length of the thongs, where 'they built a strong stone fortifi
cation, o’n - which they placed guns, and occupied il with 
soldiers. The instant the King heard of this, lie became 
much disturbed, and began to consider how he should 
expel those infidels.-f'Ho wished, however, to  effect it by 
stratagem, so that the object might be gained with facility.
He therefore proceeded from Ahmudabad to  Cambay, 
and thence to Diu. The Portuguese concluded that this 
step was not undertaken without some treacherous design; 

and though the King did all in his power to allay their 
suspicions, they continued to 'think bis conduct was hypo
critical. It is stated that when the King arrived at Gogo, 
on the const of Diu, he deputed Noor - Mahomed Khu~ 
ieei, one of 'the confidential officers .of his court, to the 
Portuguese chief; with instructions to use every artifice 
to persuade him to come -and pay a visit to the King.
When this envoy me', the Captain, he was thrown off his 
guard by .the abundant civilities and attentions shown, to 
him. White they were drinking wine together, the 
Captaift . asked Noor Mahomed Khuieel what were the 
King’s real designs ? and the envoy communicated that 
which ought not to have been told, and exposed the King’s 
secret intentions. The night passed away, and on the 
morning the Captain said, * I am the .King’s sincere friend; 
but owing to indisposition, l find, it impossible to wait on 
him in person.’ .Noor. Mahomed Khuieel returned and 
delivered the message. The King, supposing that the 
Captain was deterred from fear,, resolved to go on board
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life vessel, on the plea of enquiring after Isis health, but at 
fact to allay his suspicions. Fie ordered his barge, there
fore, and was accompanied by five dr six of his favourite 
officers: such as

A m e e r  N u s  *  Farooky,
Shooja Khan,
Lungin; Khan, the son of Kadur Shall of Mando,,
Alnp Khan, the son of Shooja Gukkur,
Sikundur Khan, the governor of Sutwas, and 
Kuns Row, the brother of Medny How.

He directed that his attendants should not even carry arms 
with them,* and although his ministers and officers repre
sented that it was undignified and imprudent in the King 
to no, it was of no avail: for it is recorded in holy writ, that 
6 when death comes, it will not delay for one moment, nor 
will if. be stopped in its progress.’ He placed his foot in 
the barge, and set off. The Captain having: laid his plans 
for seizing the King, proceeded towards the shore to meet, 
him, and attended him on board his own vessel, where lie 
began to exhibit various apish attentions and politeness, 
though treachery was at the bottom. Bahadur Snail was 
also contriving something of the same nature; but fortune, 
did not second, his plans, and they failed.

“ During a pause in the conversation, the Portuguese 
d o g s  made some preconcerted signals to .each other. 1 lie 
King perceived that he was betrayed, and that fortune 
and prosperity had turned their backs on him, His 
officers addressed him and said, * Did not tv e tell you before 
that we should all be ruined?’ He replied, ‘ If so, fate has 
ordained it;.’ The King now arose, and was attacked on 
all sides by the Portuguese. They say he was near his 
own boat, when a Portuguese soldier struck him over the. 
head with a sword, and threw him into the water. Those 
persons who were with h>wi also shared in the honour ot 
martyrdom.

* This name is written the same i n  three MSS. i n  the East- 
India-House library,but it is probably o n o b e o u s  m all of them.
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.« This event happened on the Sd of the month of Rum> 
zan, A. H. 943, (14th of February, A. D.. 1537,) and has 
been commemorated in the following words, comprising 
the numerals which form the date of the year wherein 
it occurred; which chronogram was compostd by the 
minister Yekhtiar Kh an: —-

“ « The king of the land became a martyr at sea.’
« Bahadur Shah was twenty years of age when be ascended 

the throne, he reigned eleven years, and was, consequently, 
thirty-one years old when he was killed.”

From these extracts it appears plain, that both Nuno de 
Cunha and Bahadur Shah were resolved each to seize the 
other-; that the followers of both knew the intentions of 
their respective masters, and suspected the opposite party; 
so that nothing was wanting to bring about- bloodshed but 
such an affray as arose, originating entirely out of an ac
cident, which blew the embers of suspicion and mistrust 
into a blaze, and produced the melancholy result winch has- 
been related.

The Turkish historian Perth, according to Chevalier du 
Hammer, relates that when Bahadur Shah was compelled 
to retreat to Diu, he sent Ids family and the royal jewels to 
Medina. They consisted of three hundred Iron chests, the 
accumulated wealth acquired from the Hindoo princes of 
Joonagur, Champam re, Aboogur, and Chittoor, and also 
of the property of the King of Malwa. These gorgeous 
treasures never returned to. India, but fell into the hands 
of the Grand Seignior of Constantinople, who from their 
possession became entitled to the appellation of Soliman the 
Ma*>i-$ceht. The celebrated waist-belt, valued at three 
mil', ion of aspers, which had been three times taken and re- , 
taken in the wars in India, (vide pp. 39.—-83. and 124.) was 
sent to Soliman by an ambassador whom Bahadur Shah 
deputed to Constantinople to solicit the aid of the Grand 
Seignior against Hoomayoon.
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In default o f heirs, Meeran Mahomed 'Shah o f Kandeish is 
. raised to the throne *» he dies suddenly*

O n the death o f  Bahadur Shah, his mother, Muk» 
doomaJeha'n, left Hiu; and repaired to Ahmudabad.
On the road she beard of the arrival o f Mahomed 
Ztibiau Mii-sso, who had previously proceeded to 
Lahore for the purpose of causing a diversion 
on the north-west frontier of Dehly, Having 
learned the death of the King, this prince put on 
mourning, and came to condole with the .Dowager- 
queen, for the purpose, as it would appear, of 
gaining her confidence and plundering the royal 
treasures. After having been hospitably entertained 
for several days in the most splendid manner, lie 
one night attacked and defeated the guard over the 
treasury, and carried away seven hundred boxes o f  
gold, with which he made his escape, and raised a 
force of twelve thousand -men, consisting of Moguls 
and Hindoostanies. The Guzerat officers, how
ever, convening a meeting, resolved on inviting 
Meeran Mahomed Khan of Kandeish, nephew 
o f Bahadur Shah, who was then in Malwa, to 

% ascend the throne j and without further hesitation, 
coins were struck, and public prayers read in his 
name. Meanwhile Imad-ool-Moolk, at the head
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o f  a la rge  force, m arched  ag ainst -M ahom ed Zu- 
inan  Mirsja, who tho u g h  sufficiently am bitious, 
was so devoted  to his p leasures, th a t h e  was a t
tacked , and  'his arm y defeated , h im se lf m ak ing  his 
escape to  Sind, . A fte r  w hich period  lie never 
again  in te rru p ted  th e  peace; o f  G u ze ra t. M eeran. 
M ahom ed Shall d id  no t long survive his elevation.
H av ing  been tak en  suddenly  ill, on reach in g  G u 
ns era fc, he d ied  a fte r a short re ign  o f  six weeks,
A, M. 948,

x j i  ‘ G°ioX ' ■' • ' '
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M A H M O O D  S H A H  III.

Mahnood, the son of the Prince Luleef Khan, and who had been 
confined in Aseer fo r many years, is raised to ihe throne — 
is basely assassinated by his minion Boorhan.

O n the  death  of M eeran M ahom ed Shah, there  
rem ained no heir to  the  crow n o f G u ze ra t ex
cep ting  M ahtnood K han the  son o f L u te e f  Khan, 
nephew  o f the  la te  B ahadur Shah, by whose order 
he h a d 'b e e n  confined under M eeran M ahom ed 
K han 'Farooky a t Boorhanpoor, because d u rin g  his 
uncle’s reign he once aspired to  the  crown, in  this 
state o f  affairs, the  G uzera t nobles deputed  M okbil 
K han, th e  brother o f  Y ekhtiaf K han, to B oorhan
poor, inviting  M ahtnood to  th e  capital, in  order 
to  acknow ledge him  as th e ir sovereign. This 
m easure m et w ith opposition from  M eeran Moo- 
barik K han, the b ro ther o f  th e  late k in g )  bu t 
the  G u zera t chiefs m arched to  B oorhanpoor, and 
demanding- the release o f  th e  P rince M ahtnood,
M eeran M ooharik K han was com pelled, from mo
tives o f  policy, to  com ply w ith th e ir  wishes. H e left.
Zcef id 10 B oorhanpoor for G u z e ra t on the  10th  o f 
a . h. 944'. Zeekad, in the year 91-4, and was form- 

A pril 5 . ally crow ned a t  A hm udabad, an d  Yekh- 
a . x). 1538.. tiar K han becam e prim e m inister. In  
the following- year, Y ekhtiar lvhan hav ing  lost 
his life in an affray, Iinad-ool-M oolk was created

;-v:ww;. ...■ ..... >................ ■....,....... . ......... ... .....................
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. Y m eer-ool-O m ra, a n d  .D uria K h a n  w as ra ised  to  
th e  office o f  p rim e m in ister ; b u t  in  th e  end. o t th e  
sam e y e a r  je a lo u sy  a n d  d issensions a rose  • b e tw e e n  
th ese  tw o  • nob les. .D uria K h a n  p e rsu a d e d  th e  
K in g  to  q u it A h m u d a b a d , a n d  p ro c e ed e d , on  th e  
p le a  o f  h u n tin g , to w a rd s  .C ham panere . Im ad -o o l- 
M o o lk  b e in g  th u s  sep a ra ted  fro m  th e  c o u r t ,  co l
le c te d  tro o p s  an d  fo llow ed . T h e  Soldiers p e n e 
tr a t in g  th e  sec re t o b jec t' o f  h is m a rc h  d e m a n d e d  an  
ad v an ce  o f  p a y ;  a f te r  w h ich  th e y  le ft h im  in  th e  
co u rse  o f  th re e  o r fo u r  m arches, a n d  w e n t o v e r to  
th e  K in g . Im ad -o o l-M o o lk , th u s  ab an d o n e d , was 
g lad  to  com prom ise  m a tte rs  w ith  D u r ia  K h a n , an d  
a g re e d  to  re tire  q u ie tly  to  his e s ta te  o:f .B u rungaum , 
in  th e  d is t r e t  o f  S p ra t , an d  th e  K in g  r e tu rn e d  to  

A h m u d a b a d . fn  th e  y e a r  94*7, D u ria  
iW - m o  K h a n , 0T? E a rn in g  th a t  Jm ad -o o l-M o o lk  

w as again  ra is in g  troops, m a rc h ed  a g a in s t 
h im , a n d  the  h itte r  b e in g  d e fe a te d  fled  to  A se e r , 
a n d  p laced  h im se lf  u n d e r  th e  p ro te c tio n  of .JVlecran 
M o o b arik  K h a n  F a ro o k y , w ho e sp o u sed  his c au se .
M ali m ood  Shah G u z e ra t ty  now m a rc h e d  in to  K a n - 
deish , a n d  w as opposed  a t  som e d is ta n c e  from  B oor- 
h an p o o r, w hen  M e e ra n  M oobarik  K h a n  was d e fe a te d  
a n d  fled to  A seer, a n d  Im a d -o o l-M o o lk  so u g h t sh e l
te r  w ith  K a d u r  K h a n , ru le r  o f  M a lw a . : M a h m o o d  
S h ah , availing  h im se lf  of his g o o d  fo r tu n e , laid 
w aste  th e  c o u n try  o f  K a n d e is h ; an d  M e e ra n  
M o o b a rik  K h a n  was in d u c e d  to  com e in to  th e  
G u z e ra t  cam p  to  e sk  p a rd o n , a cc o m p a n ied  b y  
his m o s t . re sp ec tab le  n o b les. T h e  m in is te r D u r ia  
K h a n , w h o  h ad  no c o m p e tito r  a t  co u rt, ex - 

w on . IV. L
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ercised  unlim ited  control in th e  G u ze ra t co u n c ils ;
: and in a sh o rt tim e it becam e apparen t 'th a t Mali- 

m ood Shad had dw indled:into--a-m ere pagean t.
T h e  K ing, perceiv ing  his d eg raded  condition , 

m ade his escape one n ig h t to D undooka, the  
ja g e e r  o f  A lum  K han  T ody , who espousing his 
cause, collected a fo rc e . of. ib u r  thousand  cavalry,
■while D u ria  K han , in co n cert w ith M ohafiz K han 
and som e o th e r  .o f his relations, e levated  a .p o o r  
c rea tu re  of iow origin to the  th ro n e  u n d e r  th e  title  
o f  M oozuffur Shall, .exercising au th o rity  in  his 
nam e. I n  o rder to  conciliate th e  nobility, the ir 
esta tes'w ere, en larged , the salaries o f  pub lic  officers 
w ere increased, an d  the  p re ten d e r w ith his m inister 
m arch ed  w ith an  arm y u> D ow luka, w here  they  
w ere opposed b y -A lu m  K han, who m ak in g  a. des
p e ra te  charge on th e  advance , o f  the- enem y -disr 
persed  i t ; b u t on p en e tra tin g  to  th e  main body, after 
a b loody  action  he was obliged  to  re trea t, no t 
hav ing  m ore th an  five horsem en left w ith him , In  
th is  dilem m a, how ever, he h ad  presence o f  m ind to 
escape w ithout notice, and  reach in g  th e  fo rt o f  
D o w lu k a , c ircu la ted  a re p o rt th a t D u r ia  K han 
be ing  defeated  had fled to A hnm dabad , b u t  th a t 
as p a r t  o f  his a rm y  still rem ained  firm, i t  becam e 
necessary, to  secure  the gates  o f  th e  fo rt. D u ria  
K h a n ’s officers h earin g ' he h ad  fled, lost no  tim e 
in  g o in g  over to  tire opposite  p a r ty ;  and  he, 
who conceived  he had  g a in ed  a  victory, was sur
prised  to  d iscover th a t m any  o f  his officers had. 
jo in e d  the K ing. F inding  affairs had taken  this 
U nfavourable tu rn , D uria  K h a n  conceived i t  pm -
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d e n t to  re tire  to  B oorhanpoor, from w hence he 
eventually  joined. Sheer Shah a t D olby, A lum  
K han, seeing h im se lf w ithou t rivals, th o u g h t o f  
n o th in g  else th an  o f  Usurping th e  crow n o f G u- 

* ze ra t j b u t th e  K ing , pen e tra tin g  his design, ob liged  
him  to fly, an d  B e  also jo in ed  Sheer Shah. T h e  
K ing  hav ing  now recovered, h is au tho rity , caused  
a city  to  be b u ilt w ithin tw elve cuss. o f  A hm ud- 
shad , arid called' i t  M ahm oodabacl, b u t th e  p lace 
was never com pleted .

. I n  th is  reign  th e  Ib r t  o f S u ra t, on  the shore  o f  the  
sea o f  G om an, was com pleted  by  Suffy A g h a  T o o rh , 
com m only called K hoodabunda K han,-before w hich 
tim e th e  E uropeans w ere in  th e  hab it o f  a tta ck in g  
th e  M abom edans a lo n g  th a t coast. T h e y  m ade 
several a ttem pts to  p rev en t th e  bu ild ing  o f the  
fo rt o f  Surat, an d  even b ro u g h t arm ed vessels 
to  effect the ir purpose, b u t they w ere g en era lly  de
fea te d . T h e  w ork h: strong and  well co n stru c ted .
O n  the' tw o sides opposed to  th e  land is a d itch  
six ty  fee t wide ; arid the  cu rta in , which is six ty  
fee t h igh , has a  ram p art thirty-five y a rd s  in 
w idth . T h e  whole o f  the. m asonry  is co n n ec ted  
e ith er by bars -of iron- or lead. W ith in  th e  tow n  is 
a beau tifu l bu ild ing  fou r stories high, w h ich  th e  
H indoos call CJhowktmda, a n d  the E uropeans 
com pare i t  to a P o rtu g u ese  p a lace . F ind ing  th ey  
cou ld  n o t p rev en t by  force th e  co n stru c tio n  o f  
th e  to rt, th e  P o rtu g u ese  . o f f e r e d  large sum s o f 
m oney to  induce K h o o d a b u n d a ' K han n o t to 
fofitify Surat, bu t th e ir  gold was rejected . M ah 
moud Shalt re ig n ed  w ithout opposition till the

r  2
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year 9ft 1, w hen he  was : p u t to  death  
A‘ H- 9r6i  by  D o w iu t, a t th e  instigation o f  one 
a, d. B oorhan, while reposing  ofi his couch.
T h e  cause- which le d  to  this transaction  n ill he found  
in the  follow ing acco u n t o f  th e  life and adven tures 
o f  B o o rh a n : —

B oorhan  was th e  P esh  N iin a / (p riva te  enap la in ) 
o f  M ahm ood Shah. The K in g  having' reason to 
be offended with h im  caused h im  to he b u ilt up in 
a m ud-w all, l e a v i n g  his head only exposed, w ith  the 
in ten tion  o f  allow ing him to be  starved to  death. 
Shortly  afte r, the K in g  passing th e  place,h is eyes fell 
on B oorhan , and  b e in g  still a live  he m ade a bow, 
w hich in d u ced  th e  K ing to  o rd er him  to  be 
dug o u t ; b u t th e  con trac tion  o f  the clay  and  
long fasting  had  reduced, him , and  bru ised  hitn 
to  th a t deg ree  th a t it becam e necessary  to  p reserve 
him for a  considerable tim e in  co tton , d in in g  
which the K in g 's  physicians a tte n d e d  him until lie 
recovered . In  sp ite o f  the K in g ’s m ercy,' how ever,
Boorhan always bore  m alice against his sove
reign, a n d  secretly  -sought his hie. Som etim e 
after, d u r in g  a h u n tin g  excu rsion , the  K in g  again 
becam e offended w ith  Boorhan. A s it is custom ary  
in  the  co u rts  o f  all m onarchs to  b e  in  favour a to n e  
tim e a n d  in  the b ack -g round  a t  another, B oorhan  
was again  subm itted  to  d eg rad a tio n , and a second 
tim e pardoned. O n  his re tu rn  from h u n tin g  
one d ay  th e  K in g  lay  down on a  couch, an d  i t  
occu rred  to  B oorhan  th a t th e  p resen t afforded a 
favourab le  opportun ity  for rev en g e . T h is  • officer 
while in  favour a t co u rt was ini.rusted w ith  th e  
command o f  a band  o f  two h u n d red  m en, called
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th e ' Tiger-killers, no m an  b e in g  em bod ied  in  th a t  
corps w ho h a d  n o t k illed  a tiger* W ith  th is  band 
lie h o p ed  td  have h is  rev en g e ,-an d  su g g es ted  to  his 
ow n nephew , D o w lu t, th a t  i t  w ould  be  easy  to  
kill th e  K in g  w hile asleep, and  by th a t  m e a n s  .Boor- 
ban h o p ed  to  ascen d  th e  th ro n e  o f  G u z e ra t.

D o w lu t assen ting  to  th e  p ro p o sa l, and  b e in g  in 
th e  h a b it o f  co m b in g  th e  K in g ’s hair, w h ich , h e  
w ore v e ry  long , h e  m ade p rep a ra tio n s  for fum i
g a tin g  i t  a cco rd in g  to  custom  ; b u t  find ing  th a t  
th e  K in g  s lep t sound ly , he tied  h is locks to  th e  bed 
post, a n d  severed  h is head  from  his body., i  be  
deed  b e in g  done, B o orhan  co n ce iv in g  he m ig h t 
now  reach  th e  th ro n e , to o k  m easu res  a cco rd in g ly  j 
an d  h av in g  ordered , in  th e  K in g ’s nam e, te n  o f  th e  
tiger-k ille rs  in to  a  p riv a te  a p a r tm e n t, gave  them  
in s tru c tio n s  to  p u t to  d ea th  all w ho  cam e in . T k  
first persons sum m oned  w ere K h o o d a h u n d a  K h a n  
an d  A sufi K han, w ho  the  m o m en t th ey  e n te re d  
w ere p u t  to  d e a th . T h e  ex ecu tio n e rs  su p p o sed  
th ey  a c te d  by  the  K in g ’s o rders, and  th e  nob les 
im ag ined  they  w ere g o in g  to  a  p riv a te  au d ien ce .
M any  officers thus fell v ictim s to  the  snare, t ill  a t  
leng th  E tim ad  K han  b e in g  sen t fo r, he re fu sed  to  
go , as also Afoul K h a n , an o ld  nob lem an , u p w ard s  
o f  seven ty  years o f  age. B oorhan  p re te n d in g  th a t  
th e  K ing was offended w ith K h o o d a h u n d a  K h a n  
and  A s u f  K h an , had  o rd e red  th e m  to  be e x ec u te d , 
and  s ta ted  th a t M ah m o o d  S hah  had  a p p o in te d  
A fzu l K h an  p rim e m in ister. T o  su p p o rt th is  
assertion he  sen t A fou l K han  an  honorary  d r e s s ; 
b u t  th e  o ld  man, su sp ec tin g  tre a ch e ry , re fu sed  to  
w ear it till h e  saw th e  K ing . O n  tins, B o o rh an ,
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tak in g  him  in to  the p riv a te  ap artm en t, w here th e  
K ing  lay w eltering  in h is blood, said, “  I  nus h ave  1 
«  slain h im , and th u s  have 1 k ille d  m any of. th e  
«« m ost p o w erfu l nobles, b u t 1 now  appoin t you my 
«< m in is te r /3 A fzu l K h an  was so affected and  
shocked a t th e  spectacle , th a t he b u rs t in d ig n an tly  
in to  the most, .virulent curses an d  im precations on  
th e  head  o f  th e  wretch, who ad d ressed  hiro $ .and 
B oorhan , s tu n g  with sham e, and bod ing  w ith rag e , 
drew  his sw ord , and slew  th a t v en erab le  noblem an 
on the  spot. T h e  w re tch  then  a d d re s s in g th e e x e -  
eu tioners, g av e  them  la rge  p re sen ts  and  titles, 
a n d  h im se lf sa t on the th rone, ap p aren tly  g lo ry - 
in g  in th e  b loody  scene j a fter w h ich  he co n tin u ed  
to  lavish, la rg e  sums o f  m oney till th e  fo llow ing 
m orn ing . N e x t day h e  gave th e  e lephan ts a n d  
horses o f  th e  royal s tab les  to fellow s o f  th e  low est 
descrip tion , en d eav o u rin g  by  th is m eans to o b ta in  
popu larity . T h e  death  o f  the  K in g  was no sooner 
know n a t th e  capital th a n  Irnad-ool-IVIooik, A u w u i 
K han A byssin ian , and  m an y  o th er officers, assem 
b led  a fo rce , and m a rc h e d  to d e th ro n e  B oorhan , 
w ho cam e fo r th  to oppose them , hav ing  the  w h ite  
canopy b o rn e  oyer his head , an d  fbdow ed by th e  
populace on whom be had  b esto w ed  the  ro y a l 
treasures. 'T h e  conflict was sh o rt b u t  sangu inary .
O n  th e  first charge o f  th e  cavalry  th e  mob w as 
d isp e rse d ; a n d  the assassin, w ho sty led  h im se lf 
Boorhan S h ah , was am ong  th e  s la in ; a fte r w hich h is 
body  was d rag g ed  th ro u g h  the s tre e ts  at th e  foot 
o f  a |  e lep h an t. T h e  re ig n  o f  M ah m o o d  Shah lasted  
e igh teen  years, th ree  m o n th s , and  som e days, in  
th e  same y ear, also, then  Sulim,, th e  joti oi Shout



§L
. M A H M O O D  S H A H  I I I .  1 5  1

Shah o f D ehly , and N izam  Shall, the  K ing of A h- 
m udnuggur,

M aliuiood Shah was considered a ju s t prince, 
fond o f encouraging literature, particularly  punc
tual in keep ing  public festivals, and  liberal in  the  
distribution o f  charity.

The m ost'rem arkable work o f his age is the  park  
wall*, fourteen miles in - circum ference, on the  
banks o f th e  Kary, in which was p lenty  o f gam e, 
and many pleasure-houses. Mali m ood carried  his 
fancy to • such ...lengths, in the em bellishm ents in 
this park, as to clothe the trunks o f  many o f  th e  
trees round the pleasure-kous&s. ...with green and  
scarlet velvets. H e  left no heir, having given 
positive instructions to  ail the  a ttendan ts in the  
seraglio, th a t  when an y  o f  the ladies became p reg 
nant, m edicines should be adm inistered to p roduce 
abortions, rather than  incur the necessity of-in
fanticide after birth ; for be conceived this to be th e  
only means o f  Securing him self from the  attacks o f  
his children. I t  is w orthy o f rem ark, th a t he  p e r
mitted Etirnad Khan, originally a H indoo slave, 
who persuaded the K ing  he had  destroyed his 
virility by th e ' use o f  camphor, to  reside w ith in  
the seraglio w ithout restraint.

The following lines, com m em orating th e  date  o f 
the death o f  the three kings who died in this year, 
were .w ritten by the au thor’s father, CJiudam A lly  
Hindoo S h a h : —

* This spot, situated in the neighbourhood of .-Surat, is par
ticularly mentioned end-described by Abool Fuzl in the Ayeen 
Akbuwy,

i ,  4<
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fĉ 'k*dl *.X\1 1

,j /■•wii ,̂ jj"a ^ t o ^ a  a.5-

.. $ f | l i  ' v'" •'».
slij ilj «w £. }iwt£

^ 4} <%.

T h ree Icings m et w ith destruction in the sam e year ,
B y  w hose wise ru le  H ind was th e abode o f  prosperity™
T he first was M ali m ood $hah o fG a z c r a l,
W h o like iris own state  was in his full prim e.
T h e second was. Islam  Shah, King o f  D eh iy ,
\T ho in his vast dom ain was a ty p e  ,o f A lexander.
T h e  third was N izam -ool-M oolk  B heiry,
W ho in the territory o f  the D e c c a n  was an' exam p le to other  

princes.
A s to the period w hen these three sovereigns d ied ,
W hy ask it o f  m e ? . « It was the destruction o f  k in gs.” *

* Ik e  words £ M I9 jpu*a» ^ \t,j make up the number 9 6 1 ,

the date alluded to.
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Ahmudis raised to the throne by Etimad Khan — /*<? imprudently 
betrays his hatred o f his minister and benefactor— 'is found 
dead one morning in the streets,

M a h m o o d  Shah having left no hear, and there 
being no relation on whom the succession might 
devolve, Etimad Khan resolved, rather than see the 
kingdom in absolute anarchy, to elevate a youth, 
whom lie asserted to be the son o f the Prince 
Ahmud, formerly governor o f Ahmudabad, and 
declared him the legal successor to the crown, 
Etimad Khan and Meeran Syud Moobarik Bokhary 
assuming the titles o f protectors. The boy remained 
in this state o f tutelage for five years; after which,
.having made a friend, o f the second protector, 
Meeran Syud Moobarik Khan, he retired to Mali- 
moodabad, and there, in concert with some military 
chieftains, put himself at the head o f a force, 
while Etimad Khan rind Imad-oof-Moolk *, with 
several other officers of Ahmudabad, marched to 
oppose him. The armies met near Mjthmoodabad, 
where Meeran Syud Moobarik. Khan being killed, 
the King was obliged to fly; but he subsequently

* This title iu'- 'Guzerat, "like Nizam-ool-Moojk and Meev 
Jootala in other courts, seems to have belonged to the person 
officiating as minister of state.
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returned, and having granted jageers to most of 
the officers with Etimad Khap, became reconciled 
to that chief. The power assumed, by the minister, 
however, created jealousy in- the mind of the nobles, 
and a confederacy was formed at the instance of 
the K ing/at the head o f which was Tartar Khan 
Ghoory and Imad-ool-Moolk, who one day attacked 
his palace, and planted cannon against it. Etimad 
Khan flying,, made, his escape to the country o f  
Poloh, in the suburbs o f the Champanere district, 
where having collected a force, he returned to Ah- 
mudabad; and through the intervention of some 
of the officers was again acknowledged prime 
minister, f ie  received, at the same time, the whole 
country lying between the sea and Mai fra, and the 
rivers Mehindry and Nurbudda, in jageer. The 
King could not conceal his animosity against 
Etimad Khan ; and on one occasion drawing his 
sword he cut a plaintain tree in twain at a blow, 
and said, “ Would to God it had been Etimad 
« Khan.” Shortly after this, the King was found 
assassinated, lying at the foot or the palace w a il; 
and a report was spread the next day, that he had 
been carrying on an intrigue under the windows of 
some nobleman’s house at night, when the master 
of the house, without knowing him,, ran out, 

fought him, and put him to death. The
m m .  weak and inglorious reign of Ahmud 
A, D. 156! • ghah lastcd eight years.
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Eli-mad Khan raises a supposititious son o f Mahmood IE  to the 
throne.— The King remains a pageant, in the minister $ hands.
— The kingdom divided among the nobles into seven provinces.
— The rulers o f each 'contendfor supremacy. — Civil rear in 
Gnz.emt, — Arrival o f the Mirras, the sons o f Mahomed 
Sooltan Mirza — their extensive power — they are expelled hy 
Chungiz Khan, governor i f  the southern provinces. — Chungiz 
Khan dies, — The M inas return from Mahua, and re~dccupy 
their estates. Etimad Khan invites Akbti-r into Gugerat— - 
The Mirzas expelled by Akbur. — Their territory occupied. — 
Maaxufftir Shah abdicates the. throne,.and retires to Agra.—  
Moozuffur Shah, after nine years, quits Agra, .and re-ascends 
the throne o f  Guzerat — is expelled, and eventually taken pri
soner,[and dies.

..Immediately after th e  d e a th  of A h m u d  
f t& 'lS i  Shall I I , .. in  th e  year 9 6 9 , E tim ad  K h a n  

p roduced  a  la d  nam ed H u b b o o  *, w h o m  
he  s ta ted  to  be the  so n  o f  M ah m o o d  Shah I I .  ; 
asserting  th a t  his m o th e r  h ad  co n cea led  th e  c ir 
cum stance o f  her p re g n a n cy  till th e  fifth m o n th , 
w hen  th e  m edicines g iv e n  to p ro d u c e  an ab o rtio n  
hav ing  no  effect th e  c h ild  was .born, but, b ro u g h t 
up  p rivate ly  ; to w hich fac ts  lie p ro c u re d  w itnesses 
to  swear. T h is  te s tim o n y  being received  as suffi
ciently ' sa tisfac to ry , th e  b oy  was d u ly  crow ned, u n 
d e r the nam e' o f  M o o zu ffu r Shah I I I .  y and E tim a d

* Familiar contraction pf HubecR
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Khan.was appointed sole protector, with the title 
of Vizier. The kingdom of Guzerat was now 
subdiv ided  into separate provinces, and allotted to 
the several, officers in the following manner : —

The Puttun district as far south as Kurry was 
allotted to Moosy Khan and Sheer Khan Folady,

The districts of Iladunpoor, Neriad, and Tehr- 
wara, as far as Moonjpoor, were made over to 
Futteh Khan Buloch.

The districts between the Saburmutty and
Mehindry rivers were reserved by Etimad Khan * **
for himself.

The . province of Surat, and the districts of 
Nan dote and Champanere, to Chungiz Khan.

The province of Baroach to Koostoom Khan, 
the nephew o f Chungiz Khan.

The districts of Dowluka and Dundooka to 
Syud Meeran, the son o f  Syud Moobarik Khan 
Bokhary.

The province of Sorut, including the fort o f  
Joonagin ,. to Ameer Khan (loony, who afterwards 
withdrew from the confederacy. Matters being 
thus arranged, Etimad Khan retained Moomffur 
Shah as a sort of state-prisoner ; but he was daily- 
exhibited a,; court sitting upon the throne ;• and 
though the minister went through ttes form of 
saluting him, many o f the chiefs refused, to do so. 
T h in g s  continued for some time in this state, till 
at length Chungiz Khan governor o f Surat, and 
Sheer Khan Folady of Puttun, came to reside 
at the capital. Sometime after a dispute arising 
between the civil officers of the Puttun and Ra- 
dunpoor divisions, . the governors in support of
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tbeir servants made war on each other *, and the 
latter chief, being defeated, Fatteh Khan l»uu,c, . 
joined Etimad Khan at the capital, who ^imme
diately marched to attack Sheer_ Khan Folady.
Sheer Khan, unable to oppose him in the Held, took 
shelter in the fort of Puttun, and made overturn.-, 
for accommodation ; but these not oeing attended 
to, the inhabitants of Puttun finding they bed no
remedy resolved to light; and marching out with 
less than three thousand cavalry, attacked Etimad 
Khan’s army, 'consisting of thirty thousand horse, 
with a desperation for which the latter were unpre
pared. Etimad Khan’s army was defeated, and 
sought safety in flight. Hajy Khan, an officer 
who had joined Etimad Khan from Dehly, and 

•who commanded his troops, abandoned his cause, 
and joined the Foladies. hiotwithstanding the 
defection of Hajy Khan from ais party, he d e
manded to be allowed to enjoy the revenue of bis 
estate, which was in the hands of Etimad Ivltan.
To this the latter refused his assent, till compelled 
to do so by the Foladies, who inarched to occupy 
it. The Foladies were opposed by Etimad Khan 
at Chowt’hana, where he was defeated a second 
time, and fled to da roach. Etimad Khan now
entreated the''.assistance of Ghungiz Khan, Enough 
whose mediation a peace was concluded, and 
Hajy Khan’s estate was restored. The' reverses 
which Etimad Khan had sustained induced Chun- 
giz Khan to write to him on the subject of the 
person whom he styled Mooztiffur Shah, say
ing, “ You have placed upon the throne a hoy 
5‘ whom nobody knows, but whom you declare to

• Z^^"' ' '•... ...... ...... ' ■ ... ■



' ^ 2 - ’̂ b S  * MOOZOFFOIt SHAH III .

“ he the son of Mahmood Shah; if  this be true,
“ how is it you prevent his communicating with 
“  any one but yourself', and how do you venture to 
“ sit in his presence, which I  am informed, you 
“ are in the habit of doing ? If, on the other hand,
“ he is not the son of Moozuffur Shah, by what 
« authority did you impose upon the nation, by 
“ swearing that be was heir to the crown?” Eti- 
mad Khan replied, that it was sufficient that he 
himself knew the circumstances of his b irth ; ob
serving that Chungiz Khan’s father, If alive, could 
also swear to the facts alleged by him, and to the 
identity of the King’s person; that it therefore 
behoved him to treat him with the respect which 
his father had always paid to the late king. Sheer 
Khan Folady, .becoming acquainted with this corre
spondence, made overtures to Chungiz Khan to seize 
Etimad Khan, recommending, in the mean time, that 
no measures of hostility should yet be undertaken. 
Chungiz Khan, who had now become acquainted 
with the timidity of Etirnad Khan’s'character, des
pised him, and merely demanded an increased 
portion of territory to support the troops which 
had collected about him. Etimad Khan, tin- 
willing to refuse, pointed out to him the district 
of Nundoorbar, on the banks of the Tapty, which 
had been usurped by the ruler of Kandcish 
during the late anarchy in G uzera t; observing 
that the King was entitled to recover it, either 
by negotiation or by force. The object o f Eti
mad Khan was to get rid. of the importunities 
of Chungiz Khan, and to direct his attention 
towards Kandeish instead or' G uzera t; hoping

.....  : ..... ' ‘ ' ' ... .. ..~........................ *
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that he would he induced, if successful, to 
attempt the conquest of Kandeish, or if unsuc
cessful, that he might be subdued: i a  either 
of which cases Ktimad Khan would get rid of a 
formidable rival Chungiz Khan caught at the 

idea j and having occupied Ntmdoorbar 
a . h . 974. jfl tjie year 974, was tempted to march 
a . d.1566. on tQ Xalnerc, where he learned that 
Mahomed Shah Farooky, the son of Meeran Moo- 
barik Shall, accompanied by Toofal Khan, go
vernor of Berar, was in full march to oppose him. 
Chungiz Khan occupied a strong position among 
the broken .ground and heights near 1.alnere, 
and placed, bis artillery and his baggage carts 
in the roads which run along the ravines leading 
towards it. * Meeran Moobarik Shah iaiooky 
arrived at daylight, but delayed attacking till 
he had reconnoitred Chungiz Khan s position, 
whom he could by no means induce to quit his 
advantageous post. A t night, however, be com
menced his retreat towards Baroach, and was so 
closely pursued by the Kandeish troops, that all 
his baggage arid artillery fell into their hands. 
Nundoorbar was immediately retaken, and a strong 
garrison placed therein. At this period the sons 
of Mahomed Sooltan Mirza, five in number* 
who had been confined in the fort of Sumblud, 

by order of Akbur Padshah, when that 
a. h.975  ̂ Monarch marched-in the year 97-5 for 
A,,D-1567, the purpose of subduing Malwa, now 
made their escape, and sought an asylum with 
Chungiz Khan at Baroach. In this history they

* This accurately describes the approaches to 1 alnere.
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"are styled M kzas *  ■• their names are as 
follow : —

Mall ornetl Hoossem. Mirza',
Ibrahim Iloossein Mirza,
Musaood Iloossein Mirza,
Alugli Mirza,
Shall Mirza,

Chungiz Khan conceived that by receiving 
among his dependents these fugitives he should 
add to the respectability of bis government, and 
did not hesitate to enrol them among the number 
of his officers, assigning to them estates out of 
his own district , and sometime afterwards be 
marched, accompanied by the Miraas, to subvert 
the power of Etimad Khan at the capital, In the 
first instance lie took possession of Bared a with
out opposition ; and having- arrived at Mahmopd- 
abad, within fifteen c o b s  .of Ahmudabad, he wrote 
to Etimad Khan, saying,

“  I t  is well known to all the world that, my 
“ attack oil Talnere was in consequence of your 
“  advice, and my defeat on that occasion arose 
“ front your withholding reinforcements, 1 now 
“ write to inform you, that 1 am thus far on my 
“ road to pay my respects to the K ing ; and 
“  as it seems likely, if  you are in the city 
« of Ahmudabad on my arrival, quarrels may 
“ .ensue between our soldiers even in the streets,
“  I recommend, in order to prevent the oc- 
“ currcnce of such an event, that you imme-

* The history of these princes is fully detailed in the reign 
o f Akbur, in the second volume of this work.

/ d i Q f e x  ' ' _
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" diately.quit the capital and retire to your own

“  estates, permitting the King to retain around his 
“  person such people only as may be most a o  
« ceptable to him.’3’ Etimad Khan, previously to 
the receipt o f this communication, had collected 
the army, and, marched, with Moozuffur Shah at 
its head, to the town, of Kunoory, twelve miles 
from Mahmoodabad, where his and Chungiz Khan’s 
troops met $ but Etimad Khan is said to have been 
so dismayed at the appearance of Chungiz Khan’s 
force, that he fled to Dongurpoor before the ca
valry had even drawn their swords ; and his 
officers, no doubt approving his conduct, followed 
his good example, and took different routes. A 
few only remained with the King, and escorted 
him back to Ahmudabad. Chungiz Khan marching 

• on encamped at B utw a; and the King on the next 
day flying from his capital, Chungiz .Khan entered 
arid took possession. Sheer Khan Folady, who 
had formerly concerted with Chungiz Ivhan the 
downfall of Etimad Khan, apprehensive that the 
whole of the latter chief’s estates would fall into 
the hands o f  the former, insisted on an equal, 
partition, and marched to enforce his demand. 
Chungiz Khan, deeming it imprudent to dispute 
the point with Sheer Khan, ceded to  him all 
the country westward of the Sabum utty . Meeran 
Mahomed Khan, who had defeated Chungiz Khan 
a t Talnere, ventured now to penetrate into the 
centre of Guzerat, and arrived w ithout oppo
sition within a  few miles o f the capital. Chungiz 
Khan, however, having attacked and completely 
defeated him, compelled him to retreat to Aseer. 

von. iv. m
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. After this event, Cbungiz Khan gave up the 
territory contiguous to Baroach for the support 
of the Deftly princes, who were -shortly after 
joined by Shurf-ood-Deen -Hoossein Mirza, the 
son-in-law of Hoomayoon Padshah, and who had 
lately escaped frond the court of Akbur, I t  was 
not long before the Mirzas began to complain 
that the estates allotted -to them were insufficient 
for their support, and seized on other places with
out consulting Cbungiz Khan ; and he was obliged 
to oppose them with ten. thousand men. The 
Mirzas did not hesitate to meet this force; and 
having defeat ed it, followed up their success, and 
took many prisoners, both. Abyssiniahs and Guze- 
ratties. Those who were young and beardless 
were retained as personal attendants,-and the more 
aged were put to death under the most cruel and 
indecent tortures; some few only were permitted to 
depart alive. The M.irzas, however, perceiving that 
Cbungiz Khan was making serious preparations to 
attack them, marched to Boorhanpoor, and having- 
plundered it, proceeded thence into Malwa. The 
remaining pa rt of the history of the Mirzas has been 
related in its proper place. * Shortly after this event, 
the officers who held the person of the King in 
subjection delivered him over to Etirnad Khan at 
Dongurpoor, and remained some time with him j 
but his reduced circumstances having prevented 
his complying with the demands they made on 
him, they left Dongurpoor; and Hijaz Khan, Alugh 
Khan, and Seif-ool-Moolk, with some others, going

* Vol, ik reign of Akbur Padshah.
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to Ahmiidabad, joined Chungiz Khan, Somo 
time afterwards, a, confidential servant informed 
these officers that Chungiz Khan intended to 
invite them to play at chowgan* on. the next 
day, when he proposed to seize and put them to 
death. « If/-’ said they, “ Chungiz Khan should, go 
& to the palace, and send for you there, your cases 
■(t will be more desperate, since you will then have 
“ no opportunity to make your:escaped* The chiefs 
had scarcely obtained this information, when a 
servant of Chungiz Khan entering, said that; Ins 
excellency proposed going out on the following 
day to play chowgan, and that he requested they 
would all be of the party. The officers who 
had lately abandoned Etimad Khan now concerted 
measures for their own safety; and on the next 
day, when they attended at the palace to ac
company Chungiz Khan to the chowgan plain,
Hijrz Khan took the right hand, and AI ugh Khan 
the left, as they entered the play-ground, when 
giving each other a mod, Hijaz Khan drew 
his sword, and galloping up to Chungiz Khan, 
with a single blow struck off his head. The 
persons engaged in this transaction were, for 
the most part, Abyssinians, They immediately 
left the- play-ground, and retiring to their own 
houses, prepared to oppose- -Chungiz Khan’s 
party; but his nephew, Roostoom Khan, hav
ing collected the troops, caused the corpse of 
his uncle to be raised on his own elephant, and 
retired to Baroach, while the successful Abys-

# This game has been described, vol. i. p, 199., in a  note.
m  ii
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sv riians, plundering the rpahice, wrote to Etimad 
Khan, inviting him to join them from Dongur- 
poor. Etimaci Khan ‘ shortly alter arrived with 
the King. The Mirzas, #ho had taken possession 
of part of the Malwa territory, on hearing of the 
death of Chungiz Khan, marched to re-occupy 
the countries of Surat and Baroacli. Koostoom 
Khan defended the estates for two years, hut was 
at last obliged to jcome to terms with them. On 
the first intimation of the advance of the Mirzas,
Etimad Khan wrote to Sheer Khan Folady of 
Puttun, asking his advice; on which it was agreed 
that an army, consisting of three divisions, should 
be immediately assembled to expel them : that
the first division should proceed in advance under 
Alugh Khan, an Abyssinian ; the second under 
Etimad Khan, and the reserve under Sheer Khan 
Foiady, to bring up the rear. The first division, 
under Alugh Khan, marched to Mahmoodabad, 
but Etimad Khan, with his accustomed cowardice, 
threw obstacles in the progress of the second 
corps, which he commanded, and refused to move; 
and A high Khan and the Abyssinians, disgusted 
at his pusillanimity, resolved to provide for them- 
selves, by seizing on the districts of Cambay 
and Pitlaud. This measure, however, was frus
trated by a quarrel which ensued between Alugh 
Khan and Hijaz Khan. The crafty Etimad Khan, 
taking advantage of this circumstance, induced 
Hijaz Khan to come to Abnmdabad, and to leave 
Alugh Khan to join Sheer Khan Foiady. Amid 
these dissensions the King fled from Ahmudabad, 
and joined the Foladies at Gheiaspoor, near Sur-
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kecb. Etimad Khan now proposed to. Sheer 
Khan that; they should invite1 the Mirzas, then 
at Baroaeh, to assume the reins'of government; 
but Sheer Khan not assenting, Etimad Khan 
sent .an agent to Akbur Padshah of Dehly in
viting him to occupy Guzerat, and add it to the 
territory of Dehly, as in former times. Akbur 

having at . this, period, vizi .A.. PI. 980,
Cached Nagoor on his march to the 
•southward, detached Peer Mahomed 

Khan to reduce Sirohy, where he was met by 
the Guzerat .agents, upon which he lost no time 
in advancing on the capital of that kingdom.

: p:! Sheer Khan Folacly fled, and the Mirzas, who
were at Ahmudabad, retired to Baroda and Baroach.
Etimad Khan, and Alug'h Khan the Abyssinian, 
alone had the honour of kissing the K ing’s hands, 
and were enrolled in the list of the Dehly nobility;
Ritjub while the kingdom of Guzerat was 
a> h,980. dissolved and re-united to Dehly, as a 
Nov. 20.  ̂ province of the empire of Hindoostan, on 
a. i). 1572. the 14th of Rujnb, of the year 980.

IV!oozuffiir Shah abdicated his throne in favour of 
Akbur, and was sent to Agra in the first instance, 
but. was subsequently given over in charge to 
Moonyim Khan, to accompany that nobleman on 
his assuming charge of the government of Bengal.
Akbur, however, shortly after, remanded Moo- 
zuffur Shah into close confinement'; from which 
he not only effected his escape, but flying into 
Guzerat, collected a respectable force, attacked 
the viceroy, Kootb-opd-Deen Khan, and slew him 
in action; and after an imprisonment of nearly

m  3 : ■
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•nine years .re-ascended the throne of G uzerat.
H is  reign was, however, o f  short d u ration ; for 

iti the year 991, A kbur "having dfe- 
a. h. 99L puted M irza Khan, K han Khan an, the 
A*I>* ~ son o f  Beifain K han, to  retake the
kingdom  o f  G uzerat, M oozuffur Shah was de
feated in a p itched battle, and tied to Joonagor.
T h e  checkered .and unfortunate reign o.t M oo
zuffur Shall lasted for thirteen years and. some 
m onths (exclu sive  o f  nine years'5 confinem ent), and 
his downfall terminated the dynasty of the M ahoroe- 
dan kings o f  G u zera t; since which period that king
dom has been considered as a province o f  D eh ly , 
and the Em peror appoints a governor from his 
own court.
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H IS T O R Y  O F T H E  K IN G S  O F  M A L W A ,

SG O LTA N  DILAW UK, G H O G RY ,

The origin o f  his coming to Mahva explained. — • He receives 
Makmoad Toghlul 'qf Dehly after his expulsion by Tamerlane.
•—  Mahnootl returns to his capital, —  Ditawur assumes the 
title o f Shah, and causes himself' to be acknowledged King q f 
Maluia. —  Death o f Dturwur Shah Ghoory.

,

T he country- of Malwa is extensive, and. accord
ing to the best authorities has always been governed 
by independent rajas.; It is bounded on the south 
by the river .Nurbiidda, on the north it has the 
Chumbtil* ; to the west is Guzerat, and on the 
east are the districts of Bundelkund and Gurra 
MundSa. T h | Hindoo histories go back as far as 
the reign of Bikramajeett, after whom reigned Raja

* Ferishta evidently means, that after G uzerat ceases to be 
the western boundary about Kota, thence the Chiunbul running 
in, a north-easterly direction towards the Jum na forms the 
northern limit of Iviahva.

f  The accession of this monarch has given rise to an era 
which commences fifty-six years before Christ.
■ /..fy /.yS ' m  4  j ■*< it ■■
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Bliqj and many .others, who are all mentioned 
among the rajas of Hindbostan. During- the*reiga 
of Gheias-ood-Deen Bulbun of Dehly, in the year 

7 1 0 , the Mahometans 'first invaded and 
t* r/ liio -conquered the province of Malwa, after 

which it acknowledged allegiance to 
, ,, 7c.n that crown until the-, reign of Maho- 

a . ». ,i-387. med IL, the son of .Feroze xoghluK,
A. H, 78If

At this period Diiawur Khan; Glioory, whose 
real name was Hussun, a descendant on his mo
ther’s side from Sooltan Shahab-ooiKDeen Ghoory 
of Damascus,' was appointed governor of Malwa, 
previously -to the-accession of Mahomed the son of 
Feroze, and he subsequently established his in
dependence. After him eleven princes reigned 
until the time of Hoomayqori Padshah, in the year 
977 (AM). 1569), at which period Bahadur Shah of 
Guzerat, and, some years alter, Akbur Padshah, 
made incursions into Malwa j and the latter event
ually subdued the kingdom, and attached it again 
to the Dehly government.

Diiawur Khan on assuming independence took 
up his residence at D*har» and very shortly after
wards brought under his subjection all the petty 
rajas of the province j but although he considered 
D-har as the seat of Ids government, he frequently 
visited the city of Mm:do, remaining there some
times for months, together.

In the year 801, Mahmood Toghluk 
o H98 being driven from his throne by Ameer 

Teimoor Korka-n, made his escape from 
Dehly and fled to Guzerat; but not being received
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by Moozuffur Shah in the manner he expected, he 
became disgusted, and sought protection in Malwa.
On his arrival at the frontier, Diiawur Kliao sent 
some of his relations, and the most respectable 
officers of his government, to meet the exiled 
monarch, and to pay him such attentions as were 
due to the elevated situation from which he had. 
so lately fallen. On his approach within three 
marches of D’har, Diiawur Khan himself went 
forward, and meeting him, accompanied him to his 
capital, where he proffered for his acceptance all 
his wealth, both in specie and in jewels ; declaring 
they were much at his service, and that both he 
and all Ids family considered themselves his Ma
jesty’s subjects. Alp Khan, the son of Diiawur 
Khan, disapproving of these acts of courtesy, 
quitted D’har on the first intimation of his father’s 
intentions, ami retired to Mando, where he remained 
during the residence of Mahmood Toghluk in 
Malwa. It was at this time he laid the foundation 
of that celebrated fortress which was afterwards 
completed by him. The work is constructed of 
solid masonry, and is deemed one of the strongest 
fortifications in that part of the world.

In the year 801 Mahmood Toghluk, at 
a. 1 'hoi.. the instance of the Dehly nobles, quitted 

Malwa, in order to resume the reins of his 
own government, faking from Diiawur Khan such a 
quantity of money and jewels as he deemed requisite.
On his departure, Alp Khan returned and joined 
hh father at JD’har, after an absence of nearly 
three years. Diiawur Khan, at the instance of his 
son, shortly afterwards assumed royal state and

< S L



( f e  1 ' ' y  , „ <,' * <■ • v : ■ ;  1 • ■■ % L

1 7 0  S O O L T A N  D .1L A W U U  G liO O ftY .

titles; such as the white canopy and scarlet pa
vilion,, and coining money: he caused public prayers 
to be read in his name.

It is said that the. grandfather of Dilawur .Khan 
came from Ghoor, and held a high, office undei the 
Dehly government; that his father was enrolled 
among the nobility, and received a title ; and that 
JDilawur Khan himself attained the highest rank 
in the reign of Feroze Toghluk, During- that, 
of his successor, Mahomed, he was nominated 
to the government of Mahva; and in the reign 

of Mahmood., in the year 804, he as- 
a. h. 804. gamed royalty, and divided his kingdom. 
a . d. l ,i'0i. ip t0  estateg among his officers, whom
he en n o b led ,. Dilawur Khan only survived his 
assumption of the royal titles four years; for 

in the year 808 he died suddenly ; and 
a.h. so8._ some historians have even asserted that 
a. d. .L405. jl0 was p0isoned by his eldest son and
successor,; but the accusation seems unsupported 
by any well-authenticated proof, and has been, hi 
consequence, generally doubted.
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SOOLTAN HOOSHUNG G H O O E Y

Ascends I k  fa ther s throne— k  accused o f  poisoning kis fa tnqr  
—  is attacked by Moosuffur Shah L  King o f  Gttzerat — is 
taken prisoner, and the government placed in the hands o f  
Noosrui Khan. — 1 lie inhabitants o f  M ahm  revolt fro m  
Ndosrut Khan, to ho is obliged to fiy.~~~ Sooltan Hooshung is 
released, and restored to his throne —- ha invades Guzerat, and 
supports a pretender to the croton. — Ahniud Shah invades 
Medina. Battle o f  Sarungpoor. — Retreat o f  AJimud Shah,
Sooltan ; Ilooshimg besieges Gualiar — besieges Kelpy, and 
■makes the governor submit to kis authority — w ests Kehrla 
out o f  the hands o f  ‘he Hindoo raja. — Sooltan Hooshung 
appoints "his son, Gkizny Khan, his successor, and dies.

A-Etek the death of his father, Alp Khan as
sumed the title of King of Malwa, under the name 
of Sooltan Hooslnmg Ghooryy and the. R o b le s  
coming to court, paid their allegiance:; but. a rumour 
being prevalent at the time, that his father had been 
assassinated by him *, M'oozuffur Shah of Gu~ 
z e m t,  in consideration of the intimacy which ' had 
subsisted between him - and the late king, marched 
against Sooltan Hooshung; and in the beginning 

of the year 810, Moozuffur Shalt reached 
a! hoy tiie ^ r t of D’har without resistance, 

where Sooltan Hooshung opposed him.

* I have met with no details of this dark event; but the 
defection of the Malwa officers, and the attack made by 
the King of Guaecat, on the ostensible ground of deposing 
the murderer .of -a father, lead to strong suspicions against 
Hooshung, although {’erishta states that the accusation against 
him i.s generally doubted.
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. I  lie armies came to action on the plain in front of 
the town, and engaged with mutual ardour ; on 
which occasion MoozufFur Shah was wounded, and 
Sooltan Mooshuog was unhorsed; but the troops 
still continued to fight desperately, till at length 
fickle fortune, who does not always favour the 
bravest,..turned the scale in favour of Guzerat. 
Sooltan Boos hung threw himself into the fort of 
D’har, wherein - he was closely besieged by the 
Guzeratties; but conceiving himself unable to 
cope, with success against MoozufFur Shah, lie 
surrendered at discretion,

Sooltan Hooshung was delivered over in charge 
to some of the Gnzerat nobles, and Noosrut Khan*, 
the victorious King's brother, was left in charge of 
the government of Malwa, with a strong detach
ment from the Guzerat force; and the Malwa 
troops were directed to obey hint as. their.leader. 
MoozufFur Shah then retired to Guzerat.- Noosrut 
Khan, .extorting large sums of money, and other
wise oppressing the inhabitants, created universal 
disaffection ; so that MoozufFur Shah had scarcely 
retired from Malwa when Noosrut Khan, appre
hensive of remaining longer ip. D’har, commenced 
his retreat to Guzerat; while the Malwa army, 
taking advantage of the circumstance, attacked 
and destroyed part of his force. The Mai wiles, 
however, dreading the vengeance of MoozufFur 
Shall, abandoned I)5 bar, and took refuge in Man do, 
where they considered themselves safe, and created

* He m also called Shams Khan, and appears to have been 
the possessor of Nagoor, which descended to his children, as 
appears in the Guzerat history.
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Moosy Khan, nephew of the late Dilawur Khan, 
their leader. When this ..information reached Gu- 
zerat, Sooltan Hooshung, although a state-prisoner, 
wrote a letter with his own hand to Moozuffur 
Shah, saying, « Considering your Majesty as my 
“ father and uncle, I am induced, thus to address 
** you! The insinuations with which interested 
“ persons have assailed your royal ear, I take 
« God to witness, are false. It is now reported 
« that the chiefs of Malwa, forgetting their duty ** to the respectable Noosrut Khan, have insulted 
“ him by electing Moosy Khan as their leader,
« and that having usurped the control over the 
“ territory of Malwa, they breathe the spirit or de- 
« fiance. If your Majesty will condescend to raise 
“ me from the dust to w hich 1 have fallen, it is nos- 
“ sibie that I may recover the usurped dominion.’" 
Moozuffur Shah, after imposing certain conditions 
on Sooltan Hooshung, released him from confine
ment, and ordered his grandson, the Prince Ahmud, 

to reinstate him on his throne. In the 
A’H’ho8 year 811j i*rincc Ahmud, accompanied 

by Sooltan Hooshung, left Guzerat, and 
proceeded direct to D’har, which they soon re
duced; and having reinstated Sooltan Hooshung in 
his authority, the Prince Ahmud returned to Gu
zerat. Sooltan Hooshung remained for some da ys 
in the city of D’har, where being shortly after 
joined by many of the Malwa officers, he sent 
communications to those in Mando, many of whom 
rejoiced at his arrival, and were ready to join him ; 
but their families being in the fort they were 
unwilling to abandon them, and were, therefore,
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unable im m ediately to form  that ju n ction  w hich 

th ey so m uch desired, Bool tan H o o sh u n g ' co l

lected  a •small force and laid  siege to M ando j but 

having lost a number o f  men w ithout gain in g any 

advantage, he conceived i t  -better to disperse Ids 

■ ’ ' arm y into separate detachm ents, in order to  occu p y

the towns in the different districts.

In the mean time, M u llik-M ogh eis, the cousin of 

Sooltnsn Hooshun'g, held a private consultation 

w ith MiiUiiv K h izr, com m only called  - M eean A gh a, 

saying, M N otw ith stan din g M o o sy K han is a fine 

*< young man, and is also my cousin, yet in point of 

«« courage, ability, and good ju d gm en t, H ooshung 

« has borne aw ay the palm from the rest of the 

*g fam ily. W e  have the means o f  pu ttin g him in pos- 

« session o f  the throne, and £ am desirous o f  pro- 

« m otirig th e  object, both on accou n t of his cha- 

« racter and claims, as w ell as on accoun t o f m y 

«* affection for him, for he was brought up prim*

“  cipally under m y  own m other’ s ch arge.”  M eeart 

A g h a  approving o f  the m easure, th ey  both quitted  

the fort during the night, and cam e d ire ct to  
'Sooltan H ooshung, w ho'appointed M u llik  M ogh eis 

his minister and deputyVluring bis absence, i f  such 

ever took place again. M oosy K han 'having 

learned w hat had occurred, and despairing o f  

m aintaining his authority, abandoned the fort to 

Sooltan H ooshung, who assumed the govern m en t

o f  M ai w a
in  the year 81.8 , M oozufFur Shah o f  

a . h . 8im G u ze ra t d yin g, Iris grandson, the P rin ce 
a , a, 1 no. ^Jjnriul, su cceeded to the throne, ac

cording to the will o f  his grandsire. O n  this oc-
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easion F ero ze  K h an  and H eib u t K han. sons* of. 

the late k in g, and uncles to A h m u d  Shah, having 

determ ined to oppose him, raised tro o p sin ,B aro acln  

and invited Sooltan H opshung to march to their a s

sistance. H ooshung, unmindful, o f  the gen erosity  o f  

M oozuffur Shah, and forgettin g  the personal- obli

gations he owed to A hm ud Shah, recollected  only 

the first cause o f  the invasion o f  M alw'a,-aod there

fore resolved to m arch and lay w aste part o f  G n - 

z e r a t  A h m u d  Shah having taken  tim ely pre

cautions, .marched w ith  a large force d irect to 

Baroaeh, w here the pretender and his brother w ere 

reduced' to throw: them selves on his m ercy, w hile 

Sooltan H ooshnng returned im m ediately to D ’ har.

B u t s o . restless was the disposition, o f  this prince, 

or so in veterate his enm ity to th e K in g  o f  G u ze ra t, 

that he shortly afterw ards in volved  h im self in a 

new war.
In the year 816 , h avin g heard that 

A‘ H* 816’ A h m u d  Shah had m arched against the 

A'13' "J" Ita ja  o f  Jtilw ara, and invested his ca

pital, Sooltan ■ H ooshnng, in spite o f  the g ra ti

tude he ow ed the K in g  o f  G u zerat, led an 

arm y into his territory, and laid it. w aste. A h m u d  

Shah for the present postponed the attack on 

Julw afa, and -sent bis troops to the east, tow ards 

Cham  pan ere, when Sooltan H ooslu m g tied w ith 

precipitation to M alw a, At this period, M u ilik  

N useer, the elder son o f  the late ruler o f  K a n - 

deish, h aving seized on T ain  ere, the hereditary 

estate o f  his yo u n ger brother, M ahom ed Ifiik h ar,

* ft has been explained in vol. iv. p. -that these princes 
were the sons of Noosrut Khun, called also Shams Khan Dun- 
dany, and consequently the nephews of MoozufTnr Shah,
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the fatter solicited the aid of Sooltan H o o sh u n g, 

w ho sent his son G h izn y  K han with, fifteen 

hundred cavalry  to  the south, w hen h avin g  se

cu red  th e fort o f  T a ln ere; he proceeded to  attack 

Sooltan poor, a district o f  G u z e r a t ; but on the 

approach o f  A h m u d  Shah, the P rin ce  of M a lw a  

retreated. A h m u d  Shah had no sooner g o n e  to  

Sooltanpoor than the rajas o f  G o zera t, parti

cularly th ose o f  Juiw ara, C ham panere, N ao d o te, 

and Idtir, tak in g  advantage of bis absence, w rote 

letters to Sooltan H ooshung, saying, that although 

th ey  had not su cceed ed  in their last attem pt, 

y e t i f  he w ou ld  now invade G u zerat, th ey w ere 

prepared to assist him  with all their fo rce s; pro

m ising, at the same time, that th ey  w ould furnish 

guides to lead his arm y b y  an  unfrequented 

route into the cen tre o f  G u ze ra t, w ith ou t A h 

mud' Sh ah ’ s know ledge* Sooltan H ooshung, re

solved to w ipe aw ay1 the stain w hich his ch a

racter had sustained in his late  unsuccessful 

invasion o f  G u zerat, co llected  his army* and 

m arching in the yea r # 1 ,  entered the 

a . h. s s l , co u n try  b y  the route o f  M ahrasa. M ean- 
a .». 1M8 w y | fl; Ahiisiul Shah h avin g reached 

Sooltanpoor, G .nizny K h an  fled precip itately to 

M alw a, and M u llik  N u seer to A s e e r ; but A h m u d  

Shah w as surprised., to  hear th a t the K in g  of 

M alw a had in the interim  arrived  at M ahrasa. 

W ithout a m om ent’ s delay, A h m u d  Shah co m 

m enced his return to  G u zerat, in  spite o f  the 

h eavy .rain w h ich  fell at that tim e ; and b y  rapid 

m arches arrived  in the vicin ity  o f  his capital, 

before inform ation o f  his approach was brought to 

Sooltan H oosh u n g by the rajas. H e  a cco rd in gly
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'sent for those chiefs at whose invitation he had 

entered into the con fed eracy, and accused them  of 

treach ery  in co n cealin g  from  him  • th e fa c t  o f  

A h re n d  Sh ah 's near approach, and m ads th eir 

silence an excu se to  retrea t b y  the same ro u te  lie 

h a d . advanced, abandoning the rajas, an d  lea v in g  

them  to m ak e,th eir w ay to their different districts, 

overw helm ed with ch agrin  and disappointm ent.

O n  A h  m ud S h ah 's arrival at M ahrasa he halted  

o n ly  a sufficient tim e to refresh his troops, and 

■ then- in archin g into -M alwa, h e  p en etrated  as far 

as the tow n o f  CalH ada near Oojein.. H e re  he was 

opposed b y  Sooltan H ooshung, w ho was defeated, 

and fled to  M ando, pursued b y  the G u z e r a l 

ca v a lry  to  the v e ry  gates o f  th e fort, w hile 

A h  m ud Shah fo llow ed  as far as N alch a . A t  this 

p lace  he. halted  for som e tim e, sen d in g  his lig h t 

ca v a lry  to scour the cou n try, aw are th at the fort 

o f  M an d o w as too stron g for him to a tta ck  with 

success. A h ra u d  Shah, therefore, co n ceived  it 

prudent to confine his operations to  D -har, to  w hich  

p lace he m arch ed ; thence he' in ten d ed  to return 

to' O ojein , b u t th e  ra in y  season settin g ftp Ids 

m inisters advised him  to  defer th e  con quest o f  

M alwa, fill the n e x t year, w hen the cam paign  

m igh t be opened under e v e ry  a d v a n ta g e ; 
a . it. 822. 80 that he returned . to  G u z e ra t  in th e
a . i). IMS?. year

Sooltan H oosh u n g had long evin ced  g re at 

partiality tow ards M u ilik  M ahm oo.d, the son o f  

his cousin M u ilik  M o g h eis, and was at this tim e 

indu ced  to confer o n  him  the title  o f  K h an , and 

th e  office o f  bis fa th er's  deputy. H e  also d irected

V O L , I V .  N
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th a t w h en ev er he shou ld  take th e  Meld this y o u n g  
m an sh o u ld  accom pany him, w hile  M uli'k  M og- 
heis rem ained  a t ' the  capital, In  th e  la tte r en d  ot 
the  year, A hnm d Shall re tu rn e d  fo r the  pu rpose  of 
com pleting  th e  conquest o f  M a lw a , b u t on Sooifcan 
H oo sh u n g  sending  am bassadors w ith  m agnificen t 
presents to  appease, his wrath, he accep ted  term s, 
and re tu rn e d  to  A hm udabad .

In  the y e a r 82-1, Sooltan  Hooshung 
m arched  to th e  fort o f  K ehfla, on th e  
fro n tie r of Beriir, an d  th e  K:vja, N u rs in g  

R ay , opposed him w ith  an- a rm y  o f  fifty th o u 
sand m en. - A  severe action ensued , w herein th e  
M ahcroedans were v ic to rio u s ; an d  N u rs in g  H ay 
being  slain , they, besieged  th e  fo rt o f  S a ru n g u r, 
and  took  eig luy-fonr ■ e lephants, to g e th e r w ith  all 
the  R a y ’s treasures.-' N ursing  K a y 's  son, b e in g  
in th is fo rt, signed a treaty , by w h ich  be co n sen ted  
to  pay  a n  annual, t r ib u te  to  th e  K ing  of M ahva, 
after, w hich th e  la t te r  re tu rn ed  to  .'M ando lad en  
-with booty .

In  th e  y e a r 89b. h e  le f t  M an d o  w ith
a . h. 8§s& one thousand  chosen cavalry, ''assuming
A, a. 1W1. -• , , ,, . " , , g

th e  c h a rac te r of % jUierchant, and,, 
m arcbed  to  Ja jrm ggur, one m o n th ’s jo u rn ey  from  
M alw a. I n  o rder th e  b e tte r to' concebl his ob jec t, 
lie took  w ith  him  horsey o f  d ifferent c o lo u r s ; 
viz. b r ig h t bay, b r ig h t  c h es tn u t, and  d ifferen t 
shades o f  grey, such  tis the  P r in c e  o f  Ja j n ug 
g a r  was know n  to  adm ire  m ost, a n d  m any  o th e r  
k inds o f  m erchand ise  considered  scarce in  his 
coun try , w hich th e  K in g  in ten d ed  to b a rte r  for. 
e lephants. T h e  p re te n d ed  m erch an ts  hav ing  aw ■



‘c o x m U y ,  in tiim  ' is i* Jetittoti i ,tot*aU  to  in sp e c t 
th e  linen goods, a m l th e n  e ith e r f;o purchase! th em  
with m oney , o r to  b a r te r  elep b a h ts  for them , T h e  
ap p o in ted  day arrived , and  th e  goods w ere spread , 
o u t oo tire g ro u n d ;  b u t  dm a c c o u n t o f,jibe  h eav y  
ap p ea ran ce  o f  th e  w eather, Soolt&n H o o sh u n g  to ld  
th e  p eo p le  th a t the. a rtic le s  w ou ld  be  d a m a g ed  it' 
la in  cam e on, T h e  R aja 's- se rvan ts , how ever, in 
sisted  o n 1 th e ir  rem a in in g  exposed  - t i l l  th e ir , m a s te r  
c a m e ; di: th e  sam e tim e , th e  ho rses also w ere  all 
sadd led  ..for in spection . T h e  R a ja  a t  len g th  a rr iv e d , 
and  a th u n d e r.s to rm  com ing  o n  shortly  a fte r, th e  
e lephan ts o f  his c av a lcad e  tra m p le d  over th e  m e r
chand ise , w hich . w as m uch dam aged,, S oo ltan  
H o o sh u n g , sm artin g  undei th e  loss he b a d  sus
ta in ed , o rd e re d  ids fo llow ers to  m o u n t, and w ith o u t - 
hesita tio n  a tta c k e d  th e  R a ja 's  e sco rt, m any o f  w hom  
w ere slain , and  tire P r in c e  h im se lf  taken  p r i s o n e r ; 
a fte r w h ich  Sooltan  H ops h u n g  in fo rm ed  himr o f  
Ins real ra n k . T h u s  s itua ted , th e  R a ja  o f  Ja j- 
n u g g iir  pu rchased  b/s lib e rty  w ith  seven ty-five  
large. elopftants'j'. b u t  Sooltan U nonhung  obliged: 
h im , a s  a- m easure o f  p re c a u tio n , to  accompany 
him- m  fa r  as, th e  confines o f  his co u n try , w hence  
he  p e rm itte d  him  to. re tu rn , b u t  n o t w ith o u t 
hav ing  rece iv ed  from  him  a few  m ore o f  his 
finest e le p h a n ts . * O n  his a p p ro a c h  to ' M ah v a ,

* However romantic the whole of this expedition may ap
pear, the fact of its occurrtovo N so fully/authenticated, by 
all-; contemporary authors that it can hardly be doubted. 
Elephants', iso important tv the wairite of those days, were,

■ *r $  S ’
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Sooltan  H o o sh u n g , h ea rin g  th a t A hm tid  Shah of 
G u z e ra t h ad  invaded  th e  k ingdom , a n d  was b o w  

abso lu te ly  em ployed  in th e  a tta c k  of M ando , en
te r ta in e d  fea rs  for th e  fa te  o f  th e  cap ita l. O n  
h is arrival- a t  Ivehria h e  in d u ced  th e  R a ja  to  jo in  
bins with h is  troops, a fte r which- H o o sh tm g  se ized  
h is person, a n d  p laced  h im  in close croniinemcntj, 
b y  w hich m eans th e  K in g  secu red  th e  fo rt o f 
K eh rla , an d  left, a g a rrison  o f  his ow n troops 
therein., in  o rd e r  to  en su re  a position to  fall b a c k  
u p o n  in ease  .Mando sh o u ld  fall. H a v in g  tak e n  
th e se  steps h e  m arched  t o  M ando , an d  e n te red  
th e  fort by  th e  T a ra p o o r  - g a te , on  th e  sou th  
face . T h is  fo rtification  b e in g  one o f  th e  m o st e x tra 
ordinary in -the w orld, I th in k  i t:p ro p e r  in  this p la c e  
to  g ive som e d escrip tion  o f  it. If, is b u ilt on th e  
su m m it 'o f  an  in su la ted  m o u n ta in , said to  be n ineteen  
coss in c ircu m fe ren ce  ($28 m iles). 'I  h e  place' of a  
reg u la r d itc h  is supp lied  b y  a  deep  rav ine , fo rm ed  
b v  n a tu re  ro u n d  th e  fortification , w hich  is so d e ep , 
th a t  it  seem s im possible to  tak e  th e  fo r t  b y  re g u la r  
app roaches. W ith in  the. fort, .is a b u n d a n c e  o f w a ter 
a n d  forage, th o u g h  th e re  is n o t sufficien t space fo r 
th e  purposes o f  cu ltiva tion . A n y  a rm y  besieg ing  y  
M an d o  m u s t confine its  opera tions chiefly to  
b lo ck ad in g  th e  road's y fo r it  is sca rce ly  possib le  
to  invest a p lace  o f su c h  e x te n t  M a n y  o f  th e  
ro ad s  from  th e  fo rt a re  steep , an d  difficult o f  
access. T h a t  lead ing  to  th e  sou th , k n o w n  by  th e

absolutely necessary to enable Hooabung to oppose the King 
of Guzerat. in the field { mJL the King of Malwa probably 
thought no person so.fit to- select them as hitnsel*.

* * *  û~J‘'' *T" *',' T,T‘ii**r>‘" ,■»'■' :"r ‘',"" ••■ ■ '■ - j . •■ • • . . .̂v̂ i
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name of the Tarapoor gate, is so rough anti sleep 
that cavalry can with difficulty be led up, anil 
oh whatever side it is approached a pass must be 
surmounted 5 so that the enemy's force, though 
it occupies the several accessible roads,: is ne
cessarily divided, and one party may be cut off 
without receiving assistance from another* The' 
road on the north leading to the X)ehiy gate is by 
far the most, easy of .access. Ahmud Shall, finding 
it useless to besiege a fort of this nature, sent 
.out detachments from the army to occupy the 
surrounding country, himself marching through 
Oojeiu towards Sanmgpoor. Sooitan Hooshung 
took advantage of his retreat to make forced 
marches by a more -direct route; and reaching Sa- 
ttingpoor before him, lie sent a communication, to 
the King of Guzernt, in order to delay his approach, 
saying, t1 The blood of the faithful depends on us 5 
'*•* let us restrain,:. then, our hinds from mutually 
tc destroying' the true believers. I beseech you,“ therefore, to desist from this, warfare, and return 
“ to Guzerafcy meanwhile let hostilities cease, and 
“ receive my ambassador with the usual oderinas,
I* who has power to conclude -an eternal peace 
“ between usd* Ahmud Shah, relying with con
fidence 00 so solemn an 'appeal, neglected the or
dinary military precautions necessary in an enemy's 
Mohurrum 14, country i and Sooitan Hooshung, avail- 

a. h. 82G. ing himself of the circumstance, 
l>ec. 29. marched with his army on the 14th of 

a . d, 14-22. JVJohurrum, in the year &Mt and made 
a sfight-attack upon the Guzerat camp.; the con- 

■ • to 3 ■.

■ Gô X
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sequence was, that many of the Guzemtties were 
'killed without opposition. The Malwites pene
trated to the royal pavilion of Ahmad Shah, 
which was guarded by five hundred Rajpoots 
under the command of 'Savant Itay, Raja of Dun- 
dooka, afterwards known by the name of the Kurry 
Raja. These brave men fought desperately, am! 
were nearly all destroyed. Their gallantry alone 
enabled Ahmad Shah to make his escape under 
cover of the night 5 but lie remained, on the 
skirts of the camp, actively employed, m col
lecting, his dispersed soldiers, and at day-break 
he led a small but' ‘resolute party against the ■ 
victorious Malwites. Sooltan Hooshmig behaved 
with great bravery,- and I.bright desperately-: both 
he and Ahfnu'd Shah were wounded; but the King 
of Malwa, on whom the face of victory never' 
smiled, was defeated,, and threw,Himself into the fort 
of Sanmgpopr. Ah mud Shah, by this event, not 
only recovered all the properly' he had lost, hot in 
addition took twenty elephants from Sooltan Uoo- 
shudg, besides seven -of those lie had lately brought 
from Jajnuggur, and which conveyed his treasure.

O n theMtiv o f  Rubbee-oos-Sdny A h -
Eubbee-sxis- m.ucj Shall commenced his retreat toss any 4‘.At k, 826. ■ wards G u z e r a t; and Sooltan B ooshirag,

March 16- elated by this movement, pursuer! and 
A- ®* GGc .harassed, the roar of bis army daily*

H e  com pelled him at length to halt, and await 

the result o f  an action. T h e  M alw ites at .first 

succeeded in breaking one w ing o f  the G u zerat 

fine j but- it was so w ell supported by A h mud

*>
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Shah hi {.va-s'Si."L,, that he repelled the onset, and 
■was at length victorious, obliging Sooitan Hoo- 
shung to fly to Sarurigpoor. The Mahvn array 
lost, in killed, wounded, and missing, on this 
occasion, four thousand nine hundred men ; and 
Ahmud Shah reached his frontier willin',it further 
molestation. Sooitan I.fooshung repaired to Man- 
do, aiul Teeriiifed his defeated arm)'. With respect 
to the jp.Mr.ney of Sooitan (loot hung to Jajnuggur, 
a different aecpirotVis ..given of it by one historian ; 
but as 1 conceive that narrative, not to be; so 
authentic as this, and having given both accounts 
at .length in; my Guzerat history, I shall content 
myself 'with what has been already said on tins'■•> ' - 

ylehS| subject.
Sooitan Hooshu ng, having' .reeruitfed bis forces, 

marched: .to besiege the fort of (xagrorie, which 
shortly fell into Ills hands: from thence he pro
ceeded to attack 'Gualiar, and had closely in
vested it for one month, when he heard that 
Syiid Mookuik* the- son of Khiar Khan, was on;
Iris march to. the, assistance of the Raja, by way of 
liyana. Having raised the siege, Sooitan Moo- 
sluing advanced as tar as DWpoor to meet, hint, 
when, after a few days* negotiation, a peace was 
concluded, mutual presents were exchanged, ami 
both returned to their respective -countries.

lii the yea?: 83S, Ah mud Shah Ball- 
Am* ftvg rnuny, ’King of the Deccan, made an 

attack on the'fort of Kelirla With a- large 
force. Sooitan Hooshuug obtaining information of 
this event from the late Nursing Kay’s son, marched

< ’m M  1 S f f f '' w  ^



to his assistance j but the Deccanies, hearing of 
his 'approach, commenced their retreat,, and were 
.pursued by the King oi* Maiwa.' Ahmud Shah, 
Batimuny, h o w e ver, being hard ■pressed, eaitseu the 
army to move on by rapid inarches, and remained 
in the rear with a select -body of troops, At length 
the Deccanies...offered Sooltan Hoosiumg. battle, 
The-conflict was not declined,*, but Ahmud Shah 
Balimunv remained in ambush with a select body 
of cavalry. The King oi Medwa. (as had been 
anticipated) attached the main body with fury, but 
was steadily received by the Deccanies; and oeing 
unprepared for the ambuscade into which he had 
been drawn by his enemy, was attacked in the rear, 
and Bis t.rdops, .according to custom, heel in great 
disorder, leaving in. the hands of the enemy all 
their heavy baggage, and the followers of the army. 
.Among the latter were the females of Sooltan 
Hoosbung’s family ; to whom, after treating them 
with every respect, and allowing them a few days’ 
rest, Ahmud Shah Baiun any gave an escort of five 
hundred cavalry, with, orders to convey them back 
to Mando,

In the year 835, Sooltan Hopshung 
a . h . 835. lliarched • for the purpose of taking the 
A,x>* m4" fortress of Khlpjv then in ch arge oi* one 
Abdool Kadur, a Dohly officer. On arriving 
witliin a few miles of the place, be heard that. 

Ibrahim Shah Shurky of Joonpoor war also on his 
marc!) to reduce K alpy $ and conceiving it neces
sary to defeat him in the first instance, Sooltan 

Honshu ng marched to oppose him. The Maiwa,

1ST  SOOl.TVN HOOSHU.NG G HOOKY*
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and Jponpoor armies were wdhhi sight o f  each 

other, and a 'battle was hourly .expected, when 

Ibrahim  Shah S b u lk y  (hearing' that S yp d  Moo- 

bank, K ing o f  D el.ly, was on hi? m arch to attack 

J o o n p o o r,): com m enced his retreat, to  his'--capital 

■ without delay, leaving Sooluri I lo o sh im g  t o . re

turn to K a ip y , 'which shortly - after surrendered, 

H avin g ordered public prayers to- be read In his 

name, and havin g received homage from A b d ool 

K ad-iir, Sooltan Moo**hung delivered over the charge 

o f  the governm ent to him, & ' before, and returned 

to  M alw a. O n the road, he obtained inform ation -kb 

.that a -band o f daring freebooters-'from  the Jam  

hills had taken up their abode at the H ouz-i- 

Bheem , and infested the country o f  Maiw a. H e  

consequently m arched in that direction $ and hav

in g  destroyed t h e . HouzM -Bheein, he returned to 

M ando, from w hence he proceeded to H ooshung- 
abad, where he rem ained during the rainy, season.

I t ' is related, that about this period Sooltan 

H ooshung, b ein g one day on a hunting-party, lost 
a ruby from his tiara. O n the th ir d . day it was 

found and brought to him by a foot-passenger, 

who received five hundred tunkas .for his honesty. 

Sooltan H ooshung observed, “  This circum stance 

’ ( (puts me in mind o f  a sim ilar event w hich  hap- 

“  pened to F cro ze  T o g ld u k , K in g  o f  3)eh!y, pro- - 

u  viously to his death. O n e  day that k in g  having 

"  lost a ruby from o ff Ills head on a hunting

- p a r t y ,  gave' five .hundred tunkas to a peasant 

(l who found it, Som etim e after, F eroze said,

-  ‘ 'th is  is a hint to me to prepare for m y lon g

-  journey into the other world, when I must part

.
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<c with all the-rubies;and other jew els w hich .{. pos- 

“ k£$s.* ’ * SooUau H ooshung also rem arked, that 

he was sure this- circum stance portended his own 

dissolution* T h e  courtiers observed, that he shorn u 

recollect that when d’eroze m a d e  this speech -he 

was upwards ■ of- ninety years o f  *age, and it was 
not..surprising, therefore, that death very .shortly 1 

•verified his pred'chore “  Your M a je sty / ’ they 

said, « is, by the 'blessing o f  G od, ju st now in 
m  th e  prime o f  life, the circum stances, therefore,

« appear altogether different/* H e was, however, 

shortly after afflicted with a  violent attack o f the 

stone. On the approach o f  this -dangerous disease, 

he marched towards M ando, having form ally 

proclaim ed his eldest son, the Prince G h izn y  Khan, 

his successor ; and laying hold o f the yo u n g  man's 

band ,in public durbar, delivered him  into the 

hands o f  his favourite minister, M ahm ood Khan, 

w ho promised to support his right to the tiirpuo, 

even to the fast drop o f  his blood. T h e  K in g  
then dismissing the durbar, sent for wtahmood 
Khan, whom ho knew to bo ambitions, and sus

pected  -that lie m ight some day take advantage of 

the. division, o f interests am ong the you n g princes 

to  usurp the-governm ent. H e  told him plainly o f 
his a p p re h e n s io n s , and made him again swear to 

defend G h izn y K han, and also to be vigilant in 

w atching the motions o f A h m ud Shah o f  Guzerat,- 
who, ho observed, was “  an ambitious and enter- 

« prizin g prince, and contem plated the eventual 

« conquest o f  Maiw/sfo M ahm ood K h an  swore 

the most im plicit obedience to G h izn y  K han, and 

the w hole o f  the present royal family} and the K in g,
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at liia instance,, 'jeonsented to  release the: yoking 

P rin ce, O othm ati Khan, from  confinem ent, and to 

g iv e  him tin estate on w hich he m ight reside, and. 

h ave  no plea fo r disturbing the reign of G th zn y  

K h a n .: T h e  heir-appatent, having''heard w hat was 

in  contem plation; sent fo r ..-Ma'iniood K han , and 

proposed that his brother should be required, to 

ta k e  the oaths o f  a llegian ce to him in th e K in g ’ s 

presence. M ali mood K h a n .' 'returned to  his own 

" house, -where he received a secret'd ep u tatio n  from 

M  tillifc O a th m a ii Jul wany and the ®fe Doth, man

K h a n . T h e  agents com m enced b y  flatterin g  M ali- 

m ood .Khan, a n d  observing, that th ey  w ere sur

p rised  at a person o f  his discretion recom m ending 

G h iz n y  K han as the King*?,successor;, ’who, although 

th e  elder,.teas b y  no m eans to  be com pared, either 

in  courage or talents, to  his y o u n g s  ’ .'brother*. 

M ahm ood 'Khan was not; disposed to dispute the 

qualifications ascribed to  Qotlm san K ban, but was 

u n w illin g to h ave his. co u ra g e  or ab ilities brought 

in com petition w ith  those plans w hich  he biiv.sei f  

m editated on the throne j being fu lly  con vin ced , 

th a t neither the disposition nor ab ility  o f  G ftizn y  

K h a n  were calcin ated  to w ithstand the; efforts he ;;,:' 

had resolved to  m ake to  forw ard his o w n  view s for 

th e  eventual usurpation o f  the government M ah- 

mOod K h an  th erefo re  rep lied  to th e  d ep u ties,1 that 

it  w as his b u s iq e #  to  obey the will o f  his sovereign, 

w ho had d eclared  G h iz n y  Khan his successor, and 

rem arked  th at he had n ever presum ed lo  oppose 

his wishes,

■ Zufiur K h a n , a  person o f  'Prince O othm aids 

p a rty , despairing o f  the .K ing’s life, fled f rom cam p,


