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public affairs- fell, into a. state'-of disorder. * Sheer 
Khan ol Ghefnek'ry, taking advantage of these 
diavi at lions, rebel!,ed, and was', joined by Ma~ - 
habut: Khan of Mundsobr, as will as by many 
other of t! e imlecoutfenfc nobles, who assem
bling 9 force advanced by the route of Depal- 
poor towards the capital, Sooltku Nasi.r-ood~.Deen 
marched to attack them, and was joined by Eiti- 
ool-Moolk and many other of the Nlalwa chiefs, on 
which Sheer' .Khan retreated ; but hb was reduced 
to the. necessity of fighting a battle near Sarung- 
poor, where he experienced a total defeat, and 
fled through Glniiidery -to Eerich; to the former 
of which places the King pursued him before 
he returned* The adherents of Sheer Khan 
now wrote to him, that the King had retreated 
to.Mando on account of the rains, and advised 
lii.ni to repair to Chunderyy when by the assist
ance ' of ' the inhabitants he might still collect

* The author of the Moontukhib-oot-Towareekli has ex
plained the state of affairs more fully than Ferishta, Tie states, 
that after Sooltan Gheias-ood-Deen had placed the administra
tion of his government into the hands of Nasir-ood-Deen, his 
younger 'brother, Shoojat Khan, through jealousy, united with 
lla/iy Khoorsfieed, one of the King's favourite mistresses, to 
poison the King’s rnind against him, so that Nasii-ood-Doen 
was induced to fly from Mando, Shoojat Khan, in concert 
with the Rany, and Without the King's knowledge, raised a 
force to attack Nasir-ood-Deen, but was defeated, and event
ually pursued by the heir-apparent to Mando. Here several 
officers of rank joined Nasir-ood-Deen, and after a few days 
admitted him into the fori. Shoojat Khan and the K ings 
mistress were seized ami imprisoned, and Sooltan Gheias- 
ood-Deen became reconciled to his so:-.
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a sufficient force to oppose the King, SooUan 
N asu-ood-D een, on hearing that Sheer Khan was 
again in the field, detached Yekhal K h a n  and 
M ullqo Khan against him, w ho having attacked  
i - w i t h i n  two coss o f  Ghuiiderv, Sheer Khan re
ceived a mortal wound, and his colleague Sikundin 
khan was killed on the spot, Mahabut Khan o f  
Mundsoor placed Sheer Khan on his ow i elephant. 
arid tied, but he died o f  his wounds on the road. 
Soolfcau N asir-ood-D een arriving at the place where 
he was interred caused his: body to be disentombed,
■md hung up in the town o f  C hundeiy, the govern
ment of which place he conferred on Hiramut 
Kfian, and after proceeding to Adilpoor he re
turned to jViando. O n his arrival at the capital, 
tie abandoned him self to the roost shameless - ex 
cesses, particularly that of drunkenness.. l i e  made 
it his business to discover and put to death all th e  
adherents o f  his late brother, whose sins time 
ought to have buried in oblivion , and his own 
personal servants also suffered from his c ru e l ty .
It; is said, that one day while ly in g  in a state o f  
intoxication on the verge o f  a reservoir o f  water, 
he fell in, Four female slaves w ho were standing 
by, laying hold o f  him, at the risk o f  their own liv e j  
pulled him out, and taking off* his w et clothes 
dressed him again. On recovering from his in
toxication he complained o f  v iolent head-ache j 
and the female slaves m entioned the circumstance 
o f  hi- falling into the reservoir in order to account 
for it •; the King, however, was so enraged, con
ceiving it to  be untrue, and that the fem ales only  
said so by way o f  reproaching him for his inebriety,
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h e  drew  his/sword* ah a pu t th em  all to death w ith  

his owu hand, in spite o f  their c u e s  tor m ercy, and 

alth o u gh  they'''exhibited the- w et clothes w h ich  t h e y  
had taken o ff from  him.

In  the year 908, Sooltan N asir-ood- 

a*».*?!&.• D een  m arched to a tta ck  - the R ajpoots 

o f  Keechiwara-. O n  arriving a t A k b in v  

poor, lie built a splendid palace, w hich was then 

m uch adm ired b y  all who saw it. H a v in g  plun

dered the w hole o f  the. Keechiwara - d is tr ic t he 

returned to  M ando, and on th e  fo llow in g year 

(viz, 909) he proceeded tow ards C hit- 

t . v '  iS is ,  teor, w here having received  a la rg e  p re
sent in nionejf from th e R ana, and having 

procu red  'from' R aja  Jew undas, one o f  th e subor

dinate rays, his d au gh ter, he returned to M ando.

T h is lad y was afterw ards dignified with the tit le  o f  

th e Chitfcoor Q u een ,

On. the road b ack , news arrived that A h m u d  

N izam  Shah B h eiry, h aving d eclared  war against 

D aw ood K han the ru ler o f  K andeish, had m arch ed 

to  redu ce that p rovin ce, and com pelled  th e  la tter  

c h ie f to ta k e  post in  A seer. T h e  ru ler o f  K andeish  

ow ned allegiance to the present K in g  o f  M a i wa, 

and he considered it his duty to assist him Y e k b a l 

K h an  and K h w aja Jeban  w ere therefore, ordered  

to p ro ceed  with a la rg e  force to  th e south ; b u t 

before it reached its destination, A h m u d  N izam  

Shah com m enced his retreat to  A b m u d n u g g u r, 

and Y ek b al K han, a fter cau sing th e public p rayers 

to be read in the nam e o f  S o o itln  N asir-ood-D een 

at Bporha-ppoor, returned to M a n d o .'

Sooltan N asir-ood-D een during the lifetim e o f  his

u  2  ■'
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lather had often opposed., his w ill, and- having 

subsequently revolted, attacked his capital. T h e  

K in g  now dreaded test his ow n sons might,- in 

imitation o f  him, rebel also,. H e in consequence 

always view ed them with distrust and jealousy.

T h is fe e lin g 'w a s so apparent to his sou Shahab- 

ood-Deerj, the declared heir to the throne, that he 

always entered his father’s presence with apprehen
sion ; and th e  nobles, in  the year 916 , 

a. , k . 9 W. wearied and disgusted w ith the persecu

tion and cruelty o f  Nasir-ood-Dee:o, 

persuaded his son to assume ch arge of. the govern 

ment a t once. F o r  this purpose he left M ando 

and collected  a large force. Sooltan Nasir-ood- 
Deen, however, having opposed and defeated the 

Prince, the latter fled to D e h ly , and, in spite o f 

the remonstrances o f  his father, refused to come*
back. O n the return o f  Sooltan Nasir-ood D een 

towards M ando, he was seized w ith a fever, brought 

on by excess, at the town o f  .Burtpoor; during 

which illness, although in the cold season, lie 

bathed, and in a few days after died. H e reigned 

eleven years and four months, having previously 

declared his third son, M ahm ood, his successor.
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Ascends the throne, and secures the person o f  his nrother Sahib 
K h a n , SaAiA KAa» «  released, an! is proclaimed King*r~
Mahmood retiresfrom Mando, and meets with assistance J> om 
Medny Ray, an officer o f his government. — 1 he Prince 
Sahib Khait is defeated, and flies. -■■ The Prince S h ch a b yd -  

' Been dies on his road from  handeish to Mahva, leaving a 
son, the Prince Musaood. —  The governor o f M ik a  espouses 
his cause, while the governor o f  Chuhdcry espouses that of 
Sahib ifkah. — The K ing ofD chly joins the league in favour  
i f  Sahib Khan, hut it is dissolved 'by the ability o f  M m  vy 
llaift who obtains an entire supremacy in the government . ~
Sooltan Mahmood retires to Guzerat, and obtains the aid of 
Moozaffur Shah■ — Mando taken fro m  the Hindoos, and 
Sooltan Mahmood is replaced on his throne. —  The Guzerat 
army retires. Sooltan Mahmood is* defeated and taken
prisoner by the Hindoos, but is restored to his government.
'The King o f Guzerat dies. — Contests fo r  the throne. —
Sooltan Mahmood o f Mahva receives one o f  the pretenders at 
his court, where he carries on intrigues against Bahadur H ah  
o f Guzerat. —  War ensues. — Mando taken by the King o f 
Guzerat. ~~ Sooltan Mahmood and his fam ily  fa l l  into the 
hands o f  Bahadur Shah—  they are sent to Chamfinere, and 
are put to death on the road thither. — Extinction o f  the race 
o f Khiljy.

O n the news of the death of Sooltan Nasir-ood- 
Deen reaching his son Shahab-ood-Deen, lie re
linquished the idea of prosecuting his journey 
towards Dohiy, but returning to Malwa, arrived 
ai the capital, while his young brother, Mah
mood, still remained at Naieha. The command-
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ant o f  M an  do, M ahafiz K han, h avin g  refused him  

adm ittaiice, the Prince .fled, to A se e r  on the ap

proach o f  his brother Mahmoocty who, on enter

in g  M ando, was form ally crow ned w ith great: 

pom p j upon which occasion no few er than seven 

hundred, elephants, with ve lve t housings em broi

dered in  gold , form ed part o f  the procession. 

Shortly after his accession, a con spiracy was form ed 

against one B u sw un t R ow , a personal favourite o f 

the K in g , who had attended him from  the period 

o f  his birth ; an d .h e was put to  death by the con

spirators, w ho declared that he 'had laid a ‘schem e 

to  overturn the g o v e rn m e n t: they also stated, 

in an address to the crown, th a t one N izm n -od - 

M ootk, another o f  the K in g ’s friends, had trodden 

in the footsteps o f  B u sw un t R o w , and they- con

sequently insisted on his b ein g d elivered  over to  
them  for trial. T h e  K in g  was alarm ed at these 

desperate encroachm ents on his prerogative, b u t 

thought it advisable to  g ive up N izam -ool-M oolk  

to be tried, reserving the punishm ent in his ow n  

h a n d s; b u t in spite o f  his wish to spare him, 

the K in g  was constrained to banish him. M.ahaflz 

K han, th e  governor o f  M arulo. presum ing on 

the K in g ’ s easy tem per, had the boldness to ad

dress him  one day in open durbar in the fo llo w in g  

w o rd s: ** Y o u r elder brother is now in confine- 

« m ent in  this fort, and only waits for an op- 

«  portu n ity  to put y o u  to death, and ascend the 

“  throne. I f  you  h ave any desire to retain yo u r 

*< crown, y o u r only chance o f  securing it is to 

t( order his im m ediate execution. I f  not, von 
« will m erit the late  w hich aw aits yo u .”  T h e
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King was at first confounded with this language, 
and asked the governor in an angry tone how 
he presumed thus to address him? Mahafiz Khan, 
seeing he had gone too far to retreat, continued 
to answer the King in a disrespectful tone and 
manner, The King, unable to restrain himself, 
seized the sword which lay by his side, and with
out drawing it front the scabbard struck Mahatix 
Khan two blows on the head with all his strength.
The blood liowed from the wound, and Mahafix 
Khan made his escape home, where collecting all his 
personal attendants and guards, he marched to the 
palace. The nobles, who rather promoted than 
wished to suppress the rebellion, remained quiet iup 
their houses; while the King, collecting his body
guard, consisting chiefly of foreigners, such as 
Arabs. Persians, and Abyssinians, made a stand in 
the palace-yard, and compelled Mahafiz Khan, after 
having lost many men, to retreat to his own house.
The King now used his endeavours to collect a 
larger force, but in vain ; for most of the officers 
with their retainers had joined Mahafiz Khan.
The royal part) remained under arms all night, 
and in the morning, assisted by some of the inha
bitants, forced their way out of the fort. The 
King’s departure was the signal for Mahafiz Khan 
to release the Prince Sahib Khan, and to place the 
crown on his head. Sooltart Mahmood, having en
camped on the plain, summoned the chiefs of pro
vinces to attend him ; and the first person of rank 
who joined his standard was Medny Kay, a Raj
poot chief, accompanied by all his family ,, and a 
large force of his tribe. After him came Khirza

a. 4
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K h an , govern or o f  C h u u d ery, and su bsetn o n tly  

% ;b>y otri r ftobles o f  th e ' suiTOiindjng districts, 

t h e  K in g  now issued a prociam atioiu Inviting, with 

promises o f  prom otion, all persons w ho should q u it 

th e  standard o f  Sahib K h an  and M ahafiz ||hao, 

and join  the royal arm y. At. the sam e tim e lie 

m arched tow ards the. capital,, and was "opposed by. 

the rebel forces. A  severe en gagem en t took place, 

d u rin g '.which the P rin ce Sahib K h an  ch arged  in 

person at the bead  o f  a sm all body o f  cavalry , and 

attack ed  th e K in g ’s personal guard, b u t he was 

rep u lsed . T h e  fate o f  the action was even tu ally  

decided  by th e gallan t co n d u ct o f  M ed n y  R a y  and 

th e R ajpoot infantry, w ho preserved a com pact 

phalanx, and with spears and daggers broke th e  

enem y, and obliged  Sahib K han to take refu ge 

•in the fort o f  M ando, m any o f  his troops being 

com pelled  to seek protection  in  the caves sur

rou n d in g  the hill. Sooltau M ahm ood, u n w illin g  

to  drive his brother to extrem ity; sent word to him, 

th at notw ithstanding w hat had happened he for

g a v e  biuj on . accou n t o f  th eir m other, and pro

m ised  to allow  him a stipulated annual amount, 

w hich  he m igh t receive w heresoever he chose, 

provided he relinquished th e  idea o f  ascending the 

throne, w hich, the K ing observed, he considered it 

h is d u ty  to defen d  with his life. Sahib K h an , re ly in g  

on th e  strength  o f  the fort, refused to acced e  to 

term s. Sooltan M ahm ood now closely  in vested  the 

p lace , and received  overtures from som e o f  the 

ch iefs within, th at th ey w ould adm it him  into the 

fo rt bv a certain gate. T h e  P rin ce Sahib K h an , 

and M ahafiz K h an , d iscoverin g the correspondence.,

<SL
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and placing no .further reliance on their adherents;,
. secured all th&jewels They could collect,' and made 

: sfiiival, their escape to Guzerafin the month of 
*•«* 91$ Shuval, in the year 917 i where a dispute 
.December, having arisen between the PHncd Sahib 
A. D. i.n^ Khan ftnd the ambassador of Shah Is
mael of Persia, he was compelled to quit Guzerat* 
also, and go to A seer; where having collected three 
.hundred cavalry he went to Gavul, and solicited 
.the assistance of I mad Shah,, That prince being 
on friendly terms with Sooltan Mahmood refused 
his aid to replace him on the throne, though he 
assigned to him an estate and the revenue of 
a few villages. Meanwhile, Sooltan Mahmood, 
having been re-established on his throne, gave a 
new form to his government. It is proper to 
observe here, that at the period when Sooltan 
Mahmood made his escape from the capital, his 
eldest brother, the Prince Sha.hab-ood-Deen, who 
had taken refuge with the ruler of Kandeish, 
marched towards Mando, for the purpose of bring
ing forward his claims to the throne, both as the 
eldest son of the late Sooltan Nasir-ood-Deen 
and because he had been originally declared 
heir-apparent. His constitution, however, being 
weak, and the heat of the weather excessive, he 
contracted a fever on the road f, which terminated

* For the details, see history of Guzerat, vol. iv. p.80, 
f  No other cause .seems necessary to account for the sudden 

death of the Prince than the bare circumstance of his travel
ling between Kandeish and Malwa in the months of November 
or December, The experience of several late years has 
proved that few individuals can traverse those unhealthy re
gions with impunity at that: season of the year.
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his existence, leaving h h  son, MukJasoos Khan, 

under the care o f  his minister, Yekbal K h a n , 
who instantly proclaim ed the b o y ’s title to the 

throne, under the name of" Sooltan H ooshung I I .  

F inding, however, a n  his arrival in M alw a, that 

Sooltan M ahm ood was firm ly seated on the throne, • 

after show ing some trifling opposition, the Prince 

and hi| minister threw  them selves on th e K in g 's  

m ercy. Shortly afterwards M ed n y l ta y  *, who 

had gained an undue influence in the K in g 's  

councils, persuaded him that both Y e k b a l and 

M ukhsoos K h an  w ere carrying on a' treasonable 

correspondence with the K in g  o f  the D eccan .

Sooltan M ahm ood, too easily g iv in g  credence 

to these insinuations, ordered Y ekb al K h an  to 

b e  k illed  th e next day as he cam e to the dur

bar, a sentence which was carried into execution  

before a ll the hy-standers, S o o IU n  M ahm ood, at 
the instigation o f  M ed n y Kay., sent for Bohjufc 

K h an , governor o f  G hiindery, and some other 

chiefs, to the capital j but they w ere so m uch 

alarm ed, both at the influence o f  M ed n y  R a y  

and at the sudden execution  w hich had ju s t taken 

place, that B o h ju t K han, in particular, pleaded

* \Ve must receive with great caution the accusations made 
by the Mahomed an historian of Mahva against Medny Ray.
It appears that he first joined the. King when the Mahomedan 
nobles deserted him ; that his followers gained the battle of 
Mando against the Prince Sahib K h an ; and it is natural to 
suppose that the King, whose partiality to Hindoos in the 
early part of his reign has been recorded, should now give 
his confidence to one possessed of such power and influence 
among his relations and east, and who had evinced an early 
devotion to th e  King’s c a u se  and id  his person.

►
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the near approach o f  the rainy season as an ex 

cuse for non-attendance at court. -The K in g  took 

no measures against. B oh ju t K h an , but deputed 

M unsoor - K han, a nobleman o f  rank, to reduce 

Sikundur K h an  o f  Bliilsa, and bring him to c o u r t  

O n  hearing o f  this, Sikundur K han abandoned 

Bhilsa, arid proceeding- to  the south, occupied the 

cou ntry ly in g  between •Kuhndw a and Shalgibad *, 

w here the rays o f  Gondvvana had brought a large 

force to assist him. U n d er these circum stances, 

M unsoor K h an  w rote to court that th e  troops 

with him were insufficient ' to oppose the united 

arms o f  the rays o f  G ondw ana and Sikundui 

Khan. M ed n y .Ray, w ishing to see the w hole 

o f  the old officers disgraced, in order to secure to 

h im self all the court influence, answered the letter 

in the K in g ’ s name, te llin g  M unsoor K h an  that 

the appearance o f  the royal troops alone w ould be 

sufficient to deter the enem y from attack, and that 

his application for a reinforcem ent was m erely 

a  subterfuge to avoid fighting. M unsoor K han , 

astonished at the tenon and style o f  this letter, 

m arched instantly with B u khtiar Khan, arid jo ined  

Bohjut K h an  at C hundery. T h e  K in g , hearing 

o f  the assemblage o f  troops at that place, took 

th e  field in person, and proceeded to D ’ har, having 

previously sent M ed ny R a y  with his own adherents 

and one hundred and fifty elephants against bikun

ci ur Khan. M ed n y R a y  soon induced the forces o f  

Sikundur K han to disperse j and having made terms

* Probably Siiahpoor.
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with the latter chief, both retu rn ed ’' with- M ed try 

R a y  to Bhilsa,'■ Which, was ag:iin rc|iore.ti to -Si- 

ku iah ir Khan. T h e  influence o f  M edny R a y  after 

this event increased daily. G o  his return to camp, 

he heard that a faction at M an do had created one 

■of their party k in g, and had placed on his head 

tire white canopy, from o ff the tomb; o f  Sooltan 

G heias-aod J)ee.o  j but the kotw al o f  the city 

having;R ehaved with m uch presence o f  mind and 

resolution, had p u t a stop to the. com m otion, and 

restored order. Bohjut K h an  o f  -Chtindery and 

his party, perceivin g the inordinate and increasing 

pow er and influence o f  M ed n y R ay, w ere more 

than ever alarm ed j and they accord in gly  deputed 

persons to Grav u I, inviting the P rin ce Sahib K han 

to return, and to assume th e  reins o f  'govern

m ent * ;  w riting, at the same time, a .petition" to 

S ikundur B od y o f  D eh ly , stating that the infidel 

R ajpoots had gained  an alarm ing ascendency over 

the M ahom edans in M a h v a ; and that one M ed n y 

R ay, a ch ie f o f  that tribe, had virtually becom e.

* The Moontukhib-oot-Towareel<h states, that Sahib Khan 
readied Chundery, and was met by Bohjut Khan and Munscpr 
Khan, who proclaimed him King, After a long negotiation, 
the Prince was induced to forego his title to the whole 
kingdom, on condition of receiving the fort of R a is e e n ,  the 
town of Bhilsa, and the district of Dhamony. ; ’or his im- 
mediate expenses the King sent eleven lacks of tankas., and 
presented him with twelve elephants. Bohjut Khan, under 
the title of Sahib Khan’s minister, embezzled the money, and 
usurped the districts, so that the Prince Sahib Ivhan was 
at open war with him. Bohjut Khan, in consequence, tied 
to the Mogul court.
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m aster o f  th e co u n try  and its resources, h aving 

persuaded the K in g  /to destroy marly o f  the old 

and confidential officer.- o f  the state, w hile those 

ydio were le ft1 had taken the alarm , and fled: to dif

feren t parts o f  the kingdom . T h e  petition  pro

ceed ed  to state, that although Sooltan M khm ood 

n ow  regretted  having exa lted  M ed n y  f la y ,  and. 

having placed all his reliance on the R ajpoots, y e t 

h e had so g iven  h im self up in to  that c h ie f ’ s' hands, 

th at he not on ly  refused to listen to  his. M ah'om edan 

officers and subjects, b u t seem ed w illing, in con cert 

w ith Ids H indoo m inister, to cu t o ff the tew  w ho 

rem ained. T h a t  as for the law s o f  the prophet, 

and the true w orship, th ey had been w holly  aban

doned every w here, and that the mo.stjv».es had been 

converted  into recep tacles for infidels. f t  was 

in d eed  ex p ected  th at R a y  R ayan , th e son o f  

M ed n y  lin y , w ould in a short tim e openly declare 

his accession to the throne. *  I f, th en ,”  says the 

petition , ‘ 4 yo u r M ajesty  will condescend to send a  

“  force, around w hich the fa ith fu l may ra lly , Sahib 

“  K han, the brother o f  the present king, w ill en ter 

“  the country, and pu blic prayers may b e  read in 

«?' his name as K in g  o f  M alw a in C liu n d e ry  and in 

et the surrounding d istricts.”  M ahafiz K h an , the 

partisan o f  .Sahib K h an , w ho defended the fo rt 

o f  M ahdo, and had fled to  G u ze ra i w ith  that 

prin ce, was now  at D e h ly  $ and a force con sistin g 

o f  tw elve thousand cavalry , under th e  com m and 

o f  Im ad -oob M oolk  L b d y  and Syeed  K h an , a cco m 

panied by M ahafiz K han, m arched to raise Sahib 

K h a n  to the throne o f  M alw a, with the title o f  

Sooltan M ahom ed.
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■ At this period, also,'M oozuifU r Shah, King* o f  

G u zerat, with a large arm y .arrived at. D ’har, and 

Sikundur K h an  h aving again raised the standard 

o f  revolt, p lundered the cou n try, ’M o d a y  R ay, 

aware that every th ing depended upon Ills ex 

ertions,-, d irected  M u llik  Laclo, the govern or o f  

K ubndw a, to oppose. S iku n d u r K han, w h ile  lie 

h im self m arched, accom panied b y  th e K in g , against 

the forces o f  G u ze ra t, w hich had now 'arrived 

wi thin a short distance o f  M an d o ; but. b ein g at

tacked and defeated, M oozuffur Shah retreated  to 

Ahm uda'bad. M u llik  L ad o  defeated S iku n d u r 

K h a n ; b u t one of.M s dependents, w ho had suffered 

from M u llik  L ad o, attacked him u n aw ares,,an d  

stabbed ban  to the h e a rt S ikun dur K han, in eon- 

sequence, ra llyin g his troops, a tta ck ed  and defeated  

the .King’ s forces, w ho were now  w ithout a leader, 

and h avin g taken six elephants, to g eth er'w ith  oth er 

booty, he returned to Seevas.

Sooltan M ahm ood, deferring the punishm ent o f  

S ikundur K h an  for th e present, m arched against 

the forces under B o h ju t K han at C h u n d ery. O n  

the road to w hich  p la ce  he heard that Sahib K h an  

had, at th e instigation o f  the. Ch undery con fe

derates, arrived near his army, and had assum ed 

the title o f  king, supported b y  a  f orce from D e h ly  

under Xm ad-ool-M oolk L od y, and accom panied by 

Mahafiz- K h an . T h is  in telligen ce occasioned the 

utm ost distress to Sooltan M a h m o o d ; added to 
w hich, tw o parties o f  cavalry, th e one under Sud- 

dur K h an , and the other under the Prince M ukhsoos 

Khan, deserting the royalists, jo in e d  the enem y.

Sahib K h an  now detached  a fo rce  under one
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M'ah mood K h an  to  o cc u p y  S a r im g p o o r ; b u t that 

officer, alarm ed at the approach  o f  the King*# arm y, 

fled  d isg ra cefu lly , A ffa irs  w ere  in  this state w hen 

im a cl-o o l-M o o ik . and S y e e d  .Khan, at the secret 

instigation  #  M e d n y  H ay, reco m m en d ed  B oh jw t 

K h an  to  read p u b lic  prayers,, and to.coin,.m oney*

«u the nam e o f  th eir own m aster, S ik u n d p r L o d y  

o f  D e h ly  * a m easure calcu lated , o f  all others, to 

separate the, interests o f  the D e h ly  and C h iin d e ry  

chieftains-. . T h e  proposal b e in g ' m ade to B o h  jut 

■ K han, -he.spurned th e  idea o f  d esertin g  th e cause 

o f'S a h ib  K h an , w h ich  opened to h im .n o  advan tage 

w hatsoever, and he a cc o rd in g ly  m ade an excu se  

to separate h im self from  the D e h ly  forces, d ie  ob

je c t  o f  all others w h ich  M ed n y  R a y  desired, M ean 

w h ile  an order arrived  for the r e c a l l  o f  the D e h ly  

troops. I t  is stated  that p u b lic  prayers w ere  a c 

tu ally  read , and coin  struck, in th e  name .o f  .Sikun- 

d ur L o d y  j but on h earin g  that Sooltan M  ah m ood 

o f  M aiw a, w ith a large  arm y, w as on his m arch  to 

oppose Ids. small detachm ent, and b e in g  un able 

to spare m ore troops at the tim e, S ik u n d u r or

dered. his arm y to fa ll back  on D e h ly , A t  all 

events, Sooltan M ahm ood, on the retreat o f  th e  
D e h ly  troops, co n sid erin g  i t  a  m ark o f  the in

tervention  o f  D iv in e  favou r, offered up  prayers 

on th e occasion, w hile, in the mean tim e, M a- 

hafiz K h a n  and K h w a ja  Jeb an , ta k in g  a c ir 

cu itous route, m arch ed  b y  o rd er o f  Sahib K h an  

to  invest M an do. T h e  K in g , ob tain in g in te lli

g e n c e  o f  this m ovem ent, d etach ed  H nbeeb K h an  

with a large force o f  R ajp oots to oppose th e 

P rin ce  |  and in  the n eighbou rh ood  o f  N a le b a  an
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actiqw took phtog, rh which. MaHaftz Khan. was 
hilled, and his force dw,ported, The 3Vince Sahib 
.Khan and ..Bohjut. Khariydeprived.<f nil hopes" of 
assists;u e,“ now though*, it ‘advisable to make over
tures for peace j anti one' Sheikh Gwlht wasdepu.cd 
as: envoy to, the King "for that purpose. Sooltan 

. > 'Afcttiood, who prayed for nothing more, gladly 
ceded the forts of .Raiseen, Bhilsa, and Dhamony, 
to Sahib Khan for his support; at 'the same time 
•presenting . him with ten lacks of copper tunicas 
and twelve elephants; after which conciliatory 
letters veto written to the different officers who 
had. espoused the cause of Sahib Khan. On the 
King's1 return to ins capital lie was guided entirely 
by flic advice of Medfy Kay, who was daily 
■employed in the destruction of one or other of 
the Main>mcdan chiefs, They were irbquentlv 
put to death without cause, their houses plun
dered, and their estates confiscated. At last 
the King* evinced Ids dislike for .all the nobles, 
and for Mahomedans' ..in general, so that most 
of the officers who held, situations under the late 
Nasir-oqd-Deeii and GheiaKood-Deen were put 
to death, and their offices idled by Rajpoots. 'The 
very Mahomedun females who had heed .educated 
in the seraglio of Sooltan Gheias-ood-Deen now 
became the raist-esses of Medny. Kay and the. rest 
of die Rajpoot officers. The guards at the gates 
were composed entirely of Hindoos, and the old 
system of government was completely subverted,
Ghalih Khan, the late governor of Mando, became 
so offended at the ascendency obtained by the Hin
doos, that when the King was out on a hunting-
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party with his infidel- .Rajpoots -he-, shut the gates 
of the garrison, -and refused 'them. admittance. 
Sooltari Malimood immediately proceeded to in
vest the fort. Ghallb Khan, on able to hold out: 
against 'fill royalists, escaped; but the King 
sent a party of Rajpoots to seize him, by which 
he was overtaken in a few days and brought 
into Mando, where he was. executed. After this* 
Medny .Ray removed the "few remaining Mahome- 
dans from their public situations, so that except
ing the personal servants of the King, amounting 
to about two hundred, the whole of the offices of 
government were filled, with Rajpoots. Affairs had 
now assumed a very alarming appearance in the 
mind of the King, who, for the first time, began to 
.reded; seriously on the situation- to which- he was 
reduced* ami resolved to dismiss all the Rajpoots. It 
is customary in India, when a servant is discharged, 
for his master .to give him a leaf of pdn, as a token 
that he has received his formal dismissal, arid that 
lie bears him no malice 5 so Aeolian Mahmoud 
having ordered forty thousand packets of pan to 
be brought him, he sent them in a basket by the 
hands of Amish Khan to Medny Ray, stating that 
it was his Majesty A .pleasure to discharge- the whole 
of the Rajpoot army, consisting of so many per- 
' sons ;■ -anddie-directed Medny Ray to distribute the 
pan amongst them, and to disband them accord, 
inglyv The Rajpoots declared to a man that they 
were pie-pared to shed the last drop of their blood 
for i;he Kings that they had always defended his 
person and kingdom wit If bravery, and were not 
toy are of what they had been guilty, to be thus dis-

V O L . IV. S
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ch arged  a t a -m om ent’*' warning;* But. th ey  went 

to M e d n y  R ay, and p r o p o s e d to ' rem ove iSooItan 

M ahm ooH and.place R a y  Jiayan, 'the'son o f  M e d o y  

IlaV i o n  th e throne. M he w ily  statesm an replied,

•“  A s  to tire govern m en t o f  M aiw a, it has lo n g  been 

“  in m y  b a u d s; b u t i f  I w ere to usurp th e crow n, 

“ the k in g s o f  G u ze ra t, o f  K au d eish , arid o f the 

** D e c c a n  uniting, w ould v e ry  soon red u ce M aiw a 

u  to their subjection, in spite o f  every.,effort on our 

1 p a r t : th e b est th in g  that can now  b e done, is to 

**■  g o  and b eg  the K in g  to forego  his intention o f  

“  d isch argin g  yo u /" M ed n y .Ray su cceeded in 

his w is h ,. w hi/h w as granted, on  condition, that 

the personal offices o f  the state should J.e filled 

b y  M ah o M ed an s; - th at the old officers still alive 

should be .replaced in  their form er s itu a tio n s; 

that all 'M ahom edan women should b e  released . 

from  thr seraglios o f  the R a jp o o ts ; - and th at no 

H in d oo  should-he Id any civil office at c o u rt  T h ese  

term s b ein g acced ed  to  b y  M e d n y  R ay, he was 

m ore than ever assiduous' in g a in in g  th e K in g ’ s 

good, w ill, l in t  SaU/harr*, a  R ajp o o t officer o f  

rank, provoked  him  b y  repeated insults, till, at last 

Sooltan M ahm ood, w ho had on ly  two hundred 

personal attendants, ordered them  to w ay la y  both 

Salb ’ han and M ed n y  H a y , a n d .to  iharder -them. 

T h e y  w ere  a cco rd in gly  attacked  : the form er, was 

killed , b u t the latter made his escape to his house, 

though covered  with wounds. T h e  R ajpoots w ho 
w ere devpted to both these officers, on h earin g  o f  

the death o f  Salb ’han, and th e  attack  m ade on

■* Salivahan. - ”
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M ed n y l i ;ay, proceeded to assahlt tifie palace. Sool- 

ia.u M ahm ood, who though a fool in,the cabiriet, had 

1!° ' : hi* equal in courage, in th e  h o u r b f  d ag g er, g irt 

on ..iiia sword, and sally in g  forth w ith  sixteen  horse

m en and a few  infantry attacked th e  Rajpoots- w ith  

desperate resolution, m any o f  w h o m  he slew w ith  
ids own hands;., and absolutely beat them  back from  

tlu^ palace. A lte r  being checked, th e y  collected.- 

at M ed n y H ay 's  house, and called on him to head 

thenr H e replied, that although the K jp g  his 

.master had sought his life, he had n o -righ t fo 

take up <i»"nis againsr h im : he said, m oreover, 

that he was ready, even  now, to subm it to an y 

punishm ent which the K in g  chose to  inflict, rather 
than bead an: arm y against him . M ed n y R a y  

concluded this address b y  ordering the troops 

instantly to retire to th eir quarters j and sent w ord 

to the K in g , inform ing hifn th at he was out o f  

danger from the wounds w hich he had received  

from  the K in g ’s servants, who had w aylaid him 

for the purpose of pu ttin g him to death ; that he 

was ready, for the good o f  the state, to la y  dow n 

h is life, $ and that i f  his M ajesty  was b f  opinion th at 

his death was necessary for the prom otion o f  th at 

object* he was prepared to  subm it h im se lf to  e x e 

cution. Sooltan M ah m ood; convinced o f  M ed n y  

11  a y ’s fluelity, again received  him  into favour ; 

b u t the latter being eve r after suspicious o f  th e 

K in g  s intentions,. went iji future .to the p alace 

attended by an escort o f  five hundred men. T h is  

measure so greatly  disturbed the K in g ’s m ind, 

that one n igh t leaving the fort o f  M ando w ith  

one horseman and a fe w  foot-attendants, he did 
, ' " s 2 ■
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not draw rein till he arrived on the confines of 
Guzerat. * The . oncers on the-- frontier, after 
hearing his s to ry , received him with the utmost 
respect, and wrote to Mooziiffur Shah, who imme
diately despatched Keisnr Khan and Taj Khan to 
put themselves under- his orders for the present; 
and after his army was collected, the King of 
Guzerat marched thither himself, and placing 
Sooltan Mahmood oh his right hand on Ids own 
throne., treated him in every respect as an equal 

In the year 923, the two kings pro-
a m. <m. ceeded at the head of the Guzerat army 
A. i>. 1 5 IT. ,towards Malwa.

Med ny Ray having left his son Bhew Hay t in the 
fort of Man do, collected twelve thousand cavalry 
and a large force of infantry, and inarched to occupy 
D?har, and to repair its fortifications. On the near 
approach of the two kings, he reconnoitred their 
forces, and conceiving he could not oppose them 
with success in the field, sent five or six thousand 
cavalry, and about ten thousand infantry, con
sisting of bowmen, musketeers, and artillery-men, 
to reinforce the garrison of Marsdo, and quitting*
I.)’liar left Malwa, and went to Chittoor, in order 
to obtain assistance from Rana Sank a. The Gu- 
z rat army having arrived before D’har, it instantly 
opened its gates, after which the two kings marched 
to Mando, a n d  laid siege to that fortress* which 
had hitherto proved impregnable. At the same time

*  H e was accompanied by his favourite mistress and the 
master of the horse.—- MoontuJMb’Ool-To'waraekh.

f  The title of this young man was Ray Raynn, or the Prince 
of Princes.

' .............................7 .....7 7
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the King of Guzerat detached AM Khan, ruler 
of Aseer, at tho,head of his own troops and a 
■detachment of Guzerat cavalry, to watch the move
ments of Medny Kay. .After a close siege for

H ear SOme raont:{ls’ i« the year 9^4, the fort 
A.e. 1519. (J[ Afando was taken by assault, and 

■nineteen thousand Rajpoots.were slain, 
including those who were destroyed, in the per
formance of the Jowb uf} a ceremony involving the 
.sacrifice of tneir women and children on a funeral 
pile, boo) tan Mahmood, who entered in rear of 
the storming party, after the capture of the foi t went 
up to Moozuffur Shah, and having congratulated 
him oil his victory, asked what was to become of 
him. He answered in the most noble manner,
“ congratulate you on the acquisition of your 
“ kihgdprn, which I have now restored to you,” 
ami immediately quitting the fort, the King of 
Guzerat returned to his own camp. On the follow
ing' day he communicated to the lung of Mahva, 
that as the latter might require some time to arrange 
Ids affairs in the fort, he would march on to Oojein,

;"'pfhd reduce the Rajpoots in that quarter, Moozuffur 
Sl aih proceeded, however, in the first place, toD’hag 
where he received information that Add Khan’s 
detachment was still at Depalpoor; for the Raj
poots, having heard of the fall of Mando, had 
dispersed. Moozuffur Shah now halted, for some 
time at I.) har, till joined by Sooltan Mahmood, 
who requested Mm to return and spend a few 
days with him at his capital, to which he as
sented. On Ms arrival, a magnificent festival 

: , y  ^ ll> y  ■ 1  S 3  , ' 0 ; \ V ;  y,/V ti
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w as p r e p a r e d ,  u p o n  'w h ich  o c c a s io n  th e  K in g  of 
M a lw a  b r o u g h t  in  a  t r a y ,  a n d  w a ite d  o n  th e  K in g  
o f  G u z e f a t .  A f t e r  w h ic h , h a v in g  a c c o m p a n ie d  
h im  as  f a r  a s  th e  b o rd e r s ,  a n d  h a y in g  rece iv ed , 
f ro m  th a t  m o n a rc h  . a n  ■ auxiliary  fo rc e  o f  th r e e  
th o u s a n d  c a v a lry , u n d e r  A a u f  K h a n  G 1.1z e ra t.ty , to  
b e  s ta t io n e d  a t  M''aridOi,..:8 o o l ta n  M a h m o o d  r e tu r n e d  
t o  h is  c a p i ta l .  T h e  fo r ts  o f  T h u n d e r y  a n d  G a -  
g ro n e  b e in g ; in  p o s se s s io n  o f  M e d n y  K a y ’s  so ld ie rs , 
a n d  th o s e  o f  B h iisa , R a i s e d ) ,  a n d  S a n in g p o o r  iu  
t h a t  o f  S i lh u d d y  P o o r b y ,  i t  w as re s o lv e d  to  w rest, 
th e m  o u t  o f  th e i r  h a n d s ;  f o r  w h i c h  p u rp o s e  th e  
K in g  m a r c h e d  to  G a g r o n e  a g a in s t  M e d n y  K a y , w h o  
b e in g  j o in e d  b y  H a ifa  S a n k a  n o w  r e tu r n e d  w ith  a n  
im m e n s e  a r m y . T h e  M a lw a  fo rc e  h a d  m a rc h e d  
s e v e ra l  m ile s , a n d  h a d  b u t  j  l is t  a r r iv e d  a t  i t s  g r o u p  4  
w h e n  th e  K in g  w as  s u rp r is e d  to  h e a r  t h a t  lie.: w as 
c lo se  to  th e  e n e m y ;  o n  w h ic h  h e  im m e d ia te ly  o r 
d e r e d  t h e  l in e  u n d e r  a rm s , a n d  in s is te d  o n  b r in g in g  _ 
o n  an. a c t io n , a  m e a s u re  to  w h ic h  A s u f  K h a n ,  th e  
G u zera fc  g e n e r a l ,  o b je c te d ,  r e p r e s e n t in g  th a t  b o th  
h o rse  a n d  f o o t*  w e re  f a t ig u e d ,  a n d  h a d  b e e n  lo n g  
w ith o u t; fo o d , so t h a t  i t  w o u ld  b e  b e t te r  to  d e la y  th e  
a c t io n  t i l l  th e y  w e re  r e f r e s h e d .  T h e  K in g ,  w h o se

*  T h o s e  p e r so n s  w h o s e  e x p e r ie n c e  h a s  n o t  le d  th e m  to  
o b se r v e  t h e  d iffe r e n c e  in  th e  c o n d u c t  o f  th e  sa m e  tr o o p s  
being brought in to  a c t io n  a t  o n e  t im e  h u n g r y  a n d  ja d e d ,  
a n d  a t  a n o th e r  t im e  w h en ''in  fu ll s t r e n g t h ,  c a n  h a r d ly  u n d e r 
s ta n d  th e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  s tu d y in g  th is  o b j e c t  } n o r - is  t h e  e ffe c t  
of p h y s ic a l  c a p a c ity  on  a n im a l sp ir its  a t  a ll t im e s  su ff ic ie n t ly  
c o n s id e r e d . O n e  o f  th e  m o s t  v a lu a b le  le s s o n s  w h ic h  a  g e 
n e r a l ca n  le a r n  is  t o  k n o w  p r e c is e ly  t o  w h a t  h is  so ld ie r s  
a r e  e q u a l , a n d  b y  n e g le c t in g  th is  k n o w led g e*  th e  b e s t  tr o o p s  

m a y  b e  d e f e a t e d  e v e n  w h e n  o p p o s e d  to  in fe r io r  n u m b e r s .



|I| - ^ <sl
so o lt a n  m a h m o o d  i i . 2 6 3

te m p e r was im p a tien t and san gu in e, and h im se lf  as' 

b ra ve  as a lion, in sisted  on e n g a g in g  th e  e n e m y , 

w h ich  -rem ained stea d y  and re a d y  to  re c e iv e  him , 

w h ile  th e  fo rce s o f  M a lw a  w ere  n e ith e r  p ro p e r ly  

d raw n  up nor in a co n d itio n  to  a tta c k . T h e  Guz.erafc 

ca v a lry , h ead ed  b y  th e  K in g  in person, co m m en ced  

th e  a tta c k  b y  c h a rg in g  th e  R a jp o o t horse, esti

m ated  a t n early  fifty  th ou san d  - m en. O n  th is 

occasion  A s u f  K h a n 's  son and a lm o st th e w h o le  

o f  th e G u z e ra ttie s  w e re  k ille d , a fte r  b e h a v in g  in  

th e  m ost g a lla n t m a n n e r.*  T h e  K in g ’s life  was 

sa ved  o n ly  -by th e  -strength o f  th e a rm o u r he w o re , 

an d  he was le ft  on th e  fie ld  w ith  o n ly  te n  h orse

m en. W ith these fe w  m en, w hom  he ad d ressed  a n d  

e x h o rte d  to  d ie  as m artyrs a g a in st th e  in fid els, he 

again  ch a rg ed  and fe ll into th e  h an d s o f  th e  en e m y  

co v ered  w ith w ou n d s, th e w h o le  o f  liis sm all 

p a r ty  b ein g  k illed . T h e  asto n ish ed  R a jp o o ts , 

su rro u n d in g  him  as th e y  p e rc e iv e d  h im  W eltering 

in  his blood, lo o k e d  on him  as m o re th an  m o rta l.

I l l s  en em y, R a n a  S a n k a  o f  C h itto o r , ca u se d  

him  to be b ro u g h t in to  his ow n tent, d ressed  

h is w ou n d s, a tten d ed  him  in  p erso n , an d  sh o w e d  

him  e v e r y  m ark o f  atten tio n  * and a fte r  his re 

c o v e ry , he fu rn ish ed  him  w ith  an e sco rt o f  on e 

th o u  sand R a jp o o t horse, an d  sen t him  to  M a n - 

do, w h ere  be re-assum ed the re in s o f  g o v e r n 

m en t, t  D u r in g  th e com m otion  w h ic h  o f  la te  had

'* T h irty  officers o f rank in the M alwa arm y lost their lives, 
j- Sooltan Mali mood was con’ eyed, in the first instance, to 

C hittoor, where the  place o f his confinement is still show n; 
but he was released on recovering from his wounds. I t  is im 
possible not to contrast the chivalrous conduct o f the Hindoo

s 4/
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shaken the very  foundation o f  the MaKva m onarchy f. 

m any o f  the districts had been occupied  and r e 

tained by the different chiefs, w ho appropriated 

the revenues to their own: use* O f  these especially 

were the follow ing : — Sikundur K h a n  o f  S eevas; 

M'edny "Ita y , who held, possession o f G agro n e, 

O him dery, and other p laces; Silhuddy, w ho o c c u 

pied Bhilsa, Raiseeti, and Santngpoor, besides 

many others holding small, ja g e e r s ;  so th at by 

■ this m eans the finances o f the state were redu ced  

to a low  ebb.
Sboltan .Mahmoud, contrary to the practice o f 

the other kings o f  glorious m em ory, w ithout e x 

ercising his reason or jud gm en t, con ceived  k in g

doms w ere to be ruled by the ed ge o f  the sw ord  * ;
and in the year 0 2 6 , he m arched against 

A D 1519 Silhuddy of Sarungpoor, b u t m iscalcu lat
in g his strength, he was attacked by the 

Rajpoots, b y  whom lie was com pletely defeated. 

In this situation, ra llyin g a few  troops, w hile the 

enem y were engaged in plunder, he again charged 

and dispersed them, and pursued the fugitives so

p r in c e s , 'in  th e ir  b e h a v io u r  to  M a h o m e d a n s  m  g e n e r a l, w ith  
t h e  so r d id , c r u e l ,  and  b ig o t  te d  c o n d u c t  o f  th e  la t te r  to w a r d s  
H in d o o s . I t  s e ld o m  h a p p e n e d  th a t a  H in d o o  p r in c e , ta k e n  
in b a t t le , w a s  n o t in s ta n tly  b e h e a d e d  ; an d  l ife  w as n e v e r  
sp a red  b u t  w ith  th e  s a c r if ic e  o f  a  d a u g h te r  d e liv e r e d  u p  to  a  
sort o f  h o n o u r a b le  p r o s t itu t io n , or b y  t h e  p a y m e n t  o f  v a s t  su m s  

o f  m o n e y  a n d  je w e ls .
*» p e r ish  ta  a llu d es , h e r e  to  th e  im p o lic y  o f  r e ly in g  o n  fo r c e  

o n ly  to  r e c o n c i le  fa c t io n s , an d  o f  t h e  K in g ’s tr e a t in g  a ll h is  
n o b le s  a s  e n e m ie s ,  w ith o u t  s e c u r in g  fr ie n d s , o r  p e r m itt in g  a n y  

on e to  r e m a in  n eu tra l an d  in a c t iv e ,
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closely Into the fort o f  Saruu gpoor, that lie  ob- 

taiiied  possession o f  it as also o f  tw en ty-fou r 

elephants, S ilh u d d y m ade his escape ; and w ith 

o u t attem p tin g to regain  S aru n gp oor w as co n ten t 

to  o ccu p y B hilsa and Raise'en. T h e  K in g  now  
return ed  to M atido,

In  the y e a r the go vern m en t o f  

a * !!’ iM i .  ^ UMrah on  the death o f  M o o zo ffu i 
Shah, d evolved  on his sou, B ah ad u r S h ah ,

• w hose yo u n g er brother, C hand K h an , l e d ,  an d  

sought protection  with Sooitan M afnnood a tM a n d o ; 

who, on a cco u n t o f  the personal obligations lie ow ed  

to his hither, re ce iv e d  him  w ith kindness, and paid  

him  the. u tm ost attention. A t  the sam e tim e, also, 

R u zy -o o l-M o o lk , one o f  th e  G u ze ra t nobles, h avin g  

gon e to D e h ly  to in d u ce B abur Padshah to d e

throne B ah ad u r Shah, and to p lace C h an d K h an  on 

the throne, now arrived a t M an d o ; and b ein g  p e r

m itted to have a private and secret, co n feren ce w ith 

that prince, returned to  th e  M o gu l co u rt at A g ra . 

B ah ad u r Shah, b earing o f  these circum stances, 

w rote to Sooitan M ali m ood, rep ro ach in g  him  for 

g iv in g  cou n ten an ce to th e  in trigu es ca rry in g  on b y  

R u z y -o o l-M o o lk ; w ho su bseq u en tly  arrivin g a 

second tim e at M an do, and com m un icatin g w ith  

the Prince C h an d  K h an , after th e  rem onstrances 

o f  B ahadur Shah, again  returned to  A g ra . B a 

h adur Shah, though he took no im m ediate steps, 

reso lved  to be reven ged  on the K in g  o f  M alw a fo r 

supporting th ese treasonable p ro ceed in gs against 

him . S.he fall of the house o f  X h iliy  app earin g 

n ow  to be inevitable, Sooitan M ahm ood did n ot 

adopt m easures to p reven t its o ccu rren ce, or even
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to ward o ff the im pending destruction w h ich  

seem ed ty threaten biro, lia n a  Sanka of C h itta o r 

dying about this period was succeeded by hip 

son, l ia n a  Rut tun See * ;  and Sooltan .M ahtflood, 

w ithout an y provocation, d ep u ted  Siiirza K han 

with a fored from. M an do to a tta ck  that prince 

for which, purpose the M alw a troops m arched 

and laid  waste som e o f  the C bittoor districts. 

E iitturi See, fu lly  aw are o f  th e dissensions w hich  

existed betw een th e M alw a and G u zerat sove

reigns, proceeded tow ards the form er kingdom  ; 

and Sooltan  M fthm ood made a m ovem ent, by 

the route o f  O ojein  and Sam ngpoor, to oppose 

him. O n  reach in g th e latter p lace, th e K in g  

sum m oned Silhuddy o f  Bhilsa and M oyin  K h an , 

the ad opted  son o f  the late Sikundur K h an  o f  

Seevas, to  join his arm y, to oppose the C h ittoor 

forces u n der R n ttim  See. O n  their arrival, he 

conf erred the title o f  Musrrnd A l ly  on M oyin K han, 

and presented him w ith  the scarlet pavilion, on ly  

used b y  'kings. M oyin. K h an  was the son o f a 

butter-m ao, but adopted by S ik u n d u r K han . T h e  

K in g  also conciliated  Silhuddy, by g iv in g  o ver 

to him  in perpetuity some v illa g es contigu ous 

to R aiseen  and Bhilsa. T h e s e  honours, so un

e x p ected ly  bestow ed upon tw o  persons w ho so 

little deserved them  at Sooltan M ah m ood ’s hands, 

w ere fo llow ed b y  circu m stan ces w hich roused 

their su sp icio n s; an d  th ey co n clu d in g  the g ifts 

w ere o n ly  intended to  lu ll them  into secu rity , 

deserted the K in g ’ s cam p, and jo in e d  the fo rces o f

* In  t he Guzerat history he is simply styled Kuttun.

lSi.
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E u tlu n  S e e ;  after w hich  Sil buddy, w ith  his son 

ShowpU t, M oyin  K h a n , and R u ttu n  See, a ll w en t 

and paid their respects to B a h a d u r ' Shah o f  G u 

zerat, then encam ped on the banks o f  th e river 

G u fch yv* Sooltan M  ah mood, h earing o f  th e  c ir 

cum stance, deputed D u ria  K h an  L o d y  to w ait on 

the K in g  o f  G u z e ra t; acquain tin g him, that o w in g  

to  the obligations conferred on him  b y  Lthe late 

M oozu ffu r Shah o f  G u zerat, he wished to  show 

the respect he ow ed to  his fam ily, b y  g o in g  to 

p ay his personal respects to his son, and to con

gratulate him on his accession to  the throne. B a 

hadur Shah received, the m essenger w ith  g re a t 

coolness, b u t said th at he should be g lad  to  see 

the K in g  o f  M alw a. R ap a  R u ttu n  See return ed  

to C h ittoor $ but S i!b u d d y con tin u ed  in the G u - 

zetat cam p till th e  m eeting betw een the tw o 

kings should take p lace . Sooltan M ahm ood, how 

ever, asham ed to v isit B ahadur Shah after his co n 

duct in g iv in g  cou n ten an ce to th e intrigues carried  

on betw een R u zy-ooI-M oolk  and the P rin ce C h an d  

K h an  against the K in g  o f  G u z e r a t , evaded the 

m eeting, u n der the plea o f  the necessity o f  his 

p roceed in g  against Seevas. H a v in g  m arched 

thither, and being o u t on a h u n tin g  p arty , his 

horse fell, and he b ro ke his r ig h t arm f  j on 

w hich he sent an ex cu se  to th e  K in g  o f  G u z e ra t

*  T h is  is  c e r ta in ly  a  m is t a k e  in  t h e  o r ig in a l .

f  I t  h a s  b e e n  a lr e a d y  s e e n ,  •in  th e  G u z e r a t  h is to r y , v o l .  iv .  
p .  1 1 4 .,  t h a t  h is  arm  w as n o t  b r o k e n  ; a n d  th a t  th e  a c c id e n t ,  o f  

w h a te v e r  n a tu r e  it  w a s  in  r e a l i t y ,  n e e d  n o t  h a v e  p r e v e n te d  h is  
v is i t  t o  Bahadur S h a h .

<SL
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for fils n on-attendance,: and returned to M an do, 

where he'em ployed him self in repairing the forti
fications. Bahadur Shah now plainly perceiving 

it was the inten tion o f  Sooltan Mahrnood to avoid a 

m eeting, m atched towards the capital. O h  his en

tering M alw a, he was daily jo in ed  by deserters from 
Sooltan M ahrr ood’s arm y, and among those o f  note 

was Shirza K han, governor o f  Dfhar. Bahadur 
Shah having reached M ando surrounded it j and 

m aking his observations, marked out the ground 

for the mines and batteries. Sooltan M ahm ood 

w ith  three thousand men defended the place $ but 

th ey  were m uch harassed by the attem pts made 
n ight after night by the besiegers to carry the 

fort by escalade ; and though invariably repulsed, 

the garrison was w orn out by incessant w atching,

S h a b a n  9. on the 9th o f  Shaban, in the year 
a . h . 932. 932, the banners o f  G 'uzerat appeared

M a y  20. at daylight w aving on the battlements. 
a . x>. 192b. '-£'ji e  p r | UCe  Chanel Khan, the brother 

o f  Bahadur Shah, fled to the D eccan , and Sooltan 

M ahm ood retired to his palace, which he resolved 

to defend till the last, but was at length  induced to 
surrender. Bahadur Shah was disposed to treat him 

kindly, and even to restore to him his g o ve rn m en t; 
h u t the irritability o f Sooltan Mali mood’s tem per 

and his pride combined hurried him aw ay so far, 

that he abused Bahadur Shah grossly to his face.

H e  w a s. in consequence ordered into confinement 

with his seven sons, and sent to the fort o f  Champa- 
ncre unde: A s u f  K h an *, who attended them with an

*  T h is  w a s  th e  sa m e  o fficer  w h o  commanded th e  G u z e m t  

a u x ilia r ie s  in  th e  b a t t le  o f  G a g r o n e .
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SJiaban 14 , e sc o r t .  F iv e  d a y s  a f te rw a rd s ,  v iz .  o n - th e  
a . a, 932. 1 4 th  o f  th e  sa m e  m o n th ,  th e  d e ta c h m e n t  

May 25, w a s  a t t a c h e d  b y  tw o  th o u s a n d  B h ee ls  
a, i>. 1526. a n d  k p lf .e s  in  c a m p  a t  D o h u d  ; a n d A s u f  

K h a n ,  s u p p o s in g  th is  fo rm id a b le  a s s a u l t  w as  m a d e  
fo r  th e  p u r p o s e  o f  e ffe c t in g  th e  r e le a s e  o f  th e  
M a lw a  ro y a l fa m ily , o rd e re d  th e  K in g  a n d  h is  so n s  
to  bp  p u t  to  d e a th  ® j so th a t  ( e x c e p t in g  S a h ib  K h a n ,  
w h o  h a d  b e e n  fo rm e r ly  c r e a te d  S o o lta n  M a h o m e d , 
a n d  w as th e n  in a t te n d a n c e  on  B a b u r  P a d s h a h ,)  n o t  
a s in g le  m a le  o f  th e  h o u s e  o f  K h i i jy  r e m a in e d  j a n d  

th e  k in g d o m  o f  M a lw a , in  th e  y e a r  [M l, * 
a , in m l  b e c a m e  in c o r p o r a te d  w ith  t h a t  o f  G u -  

z e r a t ,  u n t i l  i t  w as e v e n tu a l ly  c o n q u e r e d  
in  th e  y e a r  9 7 8 , b y  A k b u r  P a d s h a h , E m p e r o r  o f  
D e h ly . t

*• During the confusion that occurred in the night-attack,
Sooltan Mahmood disengaged the chains from his feet, and 
the sentries, fearing he might effect his escape, put him to 
death without orders. H e was buried in the vicinity of the 
tank at Dohud ; and his children, with the remainder of his 
family, were conveyed to Champanere. — Momiukhih-oot- 
Twwrecih,

t  Here the Malwa historian • ceases: the remaining part of 
the narrative Perishta collects from the histories of' Guzerat 
add Dehly.



B ah adu r Shah o f  G u zera t distributesr M ah va  <\mang several 
chiefu —  M ah va  subdued by H odm ayoor. —  H ydinayoon is 
<.-spelled f r o m  In d ia , an d  K a d u r K h an , an <ffic(r o f  the 
K h iljy  governm ent, occupies the c o u n t r y . t i e  p ro fo k es ah 
attack: J r  qm , Sheer Shah S oar, who places Ms nfynister and  
relative, Shooja K han, in  charge o f  the governm ent. Shooja  
K han dies, leaving  three sons, D orvlut,'M oostu fa , an d  B a ye -  
zeed■ ~ i  T he two fo rm e r  are m urdered by the la tter , who 
assumes the title  o f  B ag B ah adur. —  A kbu r, E m peror o f  
D eh ly , a ttacks him. —• B a s  B ah adu r defeated, and the go vern 
ment o f  M a lw a  is g iven  to  P eer  M ahomed, K han. —  B'ag: 
B ah adur attacks P eer  M ahom ed K han, who is sla in , an d  the  
form er recovers his country. — M ahva reconquered by A kbur, 
an d  B u z B a h a d u r expelled. —  H e even tually , enters the ser
vice, o f  A kbu r, as tin officer o f  t.m  thousand.horse..

O  n  t h e  d e a th  o f  S o o lta u  M ah ff io o d , a n d  th e  s u b 
s e q u e n t  o c c u p a t io n  o f  M a lw a  b y  B a h a d u r  S h a h , 
th a t  m o n a rc h  g a v e  o v e r  to  S ilh iu id y  P o o rb y , w h o  
h a d  b e e n  th e  first p e rs o n  to  jo in  h is  s ta n d a rd ,  th e  
d is tr ic ts  o f  O o je in , S a ru n g p o o r , an d  R a i - e e n ; 
b u t  w e  f in d  in  th e  G u z e r a t  h is to ry , t h a t  so m e  
tim e  a f te rw a r d s  h e  g a v e  o ffe n c e  to  B a h a d u r  
S h a h , a n d  b e in g  a t t a c k e d  in  th e  fie ld , h e  f le d  to  
R a is e e n , w h e re  he  p u t  h im s e lf  to  d e a th , a n d  h is  
son  B h o w p u t  m a d e  h is  e sc a p e  f ro m  M ahva . B a
h a d u r  S h a h  th e n  a p p o in te d  A lu m  K h a n  o f  K a ip y  
g o v e rn o r  o f  R a ise e n . B u d r  K h a n  o f  M a lw a  w as 
c r e a te d  g o v e r n o r  o f  O ojein ,, a n d  Y e k h tia r  K h a n

CONCLUSION OF THE HISTORY OF MALWA.
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g o v e rn o r  o f  M a n tle  ; a f te r  w h ic h  th e  K in g  r e tu r n e d  
■ '0 C h a m p a n e re . A t  a s u b s e q u e n t  p e r io d ,  w h e n  
i io o m a y o o n  1 'a d s h a h  o f  D e h J y  s e iz e d  G u z e r a t ,  h e  
p re v io u s ly  o c c u p ie d  M a n d o , a n d  o r d e re d  p u b l ic  
p ra y e r s  to  b e  re a d  m  Ins n a m e , le a v in g  h is  o w n  
o fficers  in  th e  g o v e rn m e n t, o f  M a iw a  j h u t  s h o r t ly  
a f te r  h is  r e tu r n  to  A g r a ,  M u iio o  K h a n ,  .one  o f  th e  
o ffice rs  o f  th e  la te  K .h iljy  g o v e rn m e n t ,  r e to o k  a ll 
th e : c o u n t r y  ly in g  b e tw e e n  th e  N u r b n d d a  a n d  th e  
to w n  o f I lh d s a  a f te r  a  s t r u g g le  <■■■■' tw e lv e  m o n th s  
a g a in s t  t h e  D e h ly  o f f ic e r s ; w h o m  h a v in g  e v e n tu a l ly  
s u b d u e d , h e  c a u se d  h im s e lf  to  b e  c r o w n e d  in  
M a n d o , u n d e r  th e  t i t l e  o f  .K a d u r  S h a h  o f  M a iw a ,
A t  th is  p e r io d , a lso , B how pe.it a n d  P o o r u n m u l ,  so n s  
o f  th e  la te  S i lh u d d y , m a rc h in g  f ro m  C h i t to o r ,  o b 
ta in e d  p o sse ss io n  o f  t h e  f o r t  o f  R a ise e n , b u t  a c 
k n o w le d g e d  a l le g ia n c e  to  K a d u r  S h a h , a n d  p a id  
h im  t r ib u te .  S h o r t ly  a f t e r  h is  a c c e s s io n , K a d u r  
S h a h  re c e iv e d  a  f irm a n  *, w ith  a  s e a l on  th e  f a c e  o f  
i t ,  fro m  S h e e r  S h a h  P o o r b y  A fg h a n , K in g  o f  B e n g a l ,
• s ta l in g  t h a t  H o o tn a y o o n  P a d s h a h  w a s  o n  th e  m a r c h  

a t ta c k  h im , a n d  t h a t  h e  d e s i r e d  th e  K in g  o f  
M a iw a  w o u ld  m a k e  a  m o v e m e n t to w a rd s  A g r a ,  
w h ic h  w o u ld  d is tra c t  th e  o p e ra t io n s  o f  th e  K in g  o f  
D e h ly , a n d  g iv e  t h e  fo rm e r  a n  o p p o r tu n i ty  o f  
a c t in g  w ith  e ffec t o n  th a t  m o n a r c h ’s t e r r i t o r y .
O n  th e  r e c e ip t  o f  th is  f irm an  o r  o rd e r ,  K a d u r  S h a h  
w as so in c e n s e d  t h a t  h e  in s is te d  o n  h is  s e c r e ta r y  
w r i t in g  a  f irm a n  in  r e tu r n  w ith  th e  sea l u p o n  th e

* Communications between equals are sealed on the b ack ; 
of inferiors, at the foot of the writing; and of superiors and 
masters, on the top, and on the face of the letter, where, in 
Europe, we frequently affix the date.
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fa c e  o f  i t ;  W h e n  S h e e r  S h a h  re c e iv e d  th e  answ er., 
h e  to r e  o f f  th e  sea l, a n d  p u t t i n g  i t  o n  th e . p o in t  o f  
h is  sw o rd ; sa id , £c I f  i i  p le a se  G o d  th a t  I ;  s h o u ld  
*c e v e r 'm e e t - w i th  K a d u r  S h a h , 1 w ili th e n  p u t  a im  
*• in  m in d  o f  h is  im p e r t in e n c e  in  p u t t i n g  h is -se a l on  
“  th e . f a c e  o f  a  l e t t e r  to; m y  a d d r e s s  a n d . i n  con-.... 
s e q u e n c e , w h e n  th a t  m o n a rc h  a s c e n d e d  th e  c ro n e  

o f  p e h t y ,  h e  m a rc h e d  in  . th e  y e a r  84!J 
A*.H* H h9'r to  c o n q u e r  th e  k in g d o m  o f  A ia iw a . O n  
%  ». .fa.g a r r ^ ,a j tx o a r 'S a n m g p q o r , K a d u r  S h a h , 

w h o se  m il i ta r y  r e s o u rc e s  w e re  in c a p a b le  o f  r e s is t in g  
th o s e  o f  S h e e r  S h a h , d e te r m in e d  to  th ro w  h im s e lf  
on  h is  m e rc y . A c c o rd in g ly ,  w ith o u t; th e  k n o w 
le d g e  o f  a n y  o f  S h e e r  S h a h ’s o ffice rs , h e  s u d d e n ly  
m a d e  h is  a p p e a ra n c e  in  d u r b a r  ; a n d  a f te r  h a v in g  a 
s e c re t  c o n fe re n c e  w i th  t h a t  m o n a r c h ,  r e c e iv e d  fro m  
h im  th e  g r e a te s t  h o n o u r s ,  w as  a llo w e d  to  s le e p  in  
h is  p r iv a te  t e n t ,  a n d  w as p r e s e n te d  w ith  t h e  d re s s  
w h ic h  S h e e r  S h a h  w o re  a t  t h e i r  m e e t in g . O n  th e  
n e x t  d a y  S h e e r  S h a h  m a rc h e d  to  O o je io , 'w h ere  h e  
r e q u i r e d  h is  m in is te r  a n d  r e la t iv e , S h o o ja  K h a n ,  to  
pay. o b e d ie n c e  to  K a d u r  S h a h  a s  K in g  o i - M a i  w a.
B u t  th is  k in d n e s s  w as n o t  to  l a s t : fo r  o n  th e  fo l
lo w in g  d a y  h e  to ld  K a d u r  S h a h  t h a t  h e  c o n f e r r e d  
o n  h im  f ile  d is t r ic t  o f  L u k n o w  as  a  r e s id e n c e ,  o f  
w h ic h  h e  m a d e  h im  g o v e rn o r , a n d  said, t h a t  h e  e x 
p e c te d  h im  to  re m o v e  w ith  h is  fa m ily  in  a  fe w  d a y s . 
K a d u r  .S h ah , a s to n ish e d  a t  th is  r e s o lu t io n , w h ic h  lie  
c o n s id e re d  e q u iv a le n t  to  p e r p e tu a l  b a n is h m e n t ,  tie d  
w ith  h is  f a m ih  to  G u z e r a t .  S h e e r  S h a h  th e n  m a d e  
o v e r  th e  c o u n t r y  a r o u n d  O o je in  a n d  S a ru n g p o o r  to  
S h o o ja  K h a n ,  a n d  c r e a te d  h im  g o v e r n o r  o f  M atw a*  
h im s e lf  m a r c h in g  to  R u n tu n b h o r e .  K a d u r  S h a h
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having made his escape., it became politic to se
cure the persons, of tire other Malwa nobles., to 
prevent their forming a junction with him at some 
future, period. Shooja Khan first seized the per
son of May in Khan of Seevas, who 'was at that 
time in camp,. This measure induced his son 
Nuseer Khan to revenge his father’s cause ; but 
Shooja Khan being joined by the Raja-of Gualiar 
defeated Nuseer Khan in an action near Saiung- 
poor, whence lie fled into the Gondwana hills. Sub
sequently to this .event, information was received 
from Hajy Khan, the governor of IVliar, that 
Kadur Shah, with a large force,, had arrived in 
his vicinity from Banswala, and that he expected 
an action to take place in a day or two. Shooja 
Khan no sooner heard the news than instantly 
proceeding in his palanquin to D’liar, he arrived 
there in the evening, in time to make dispositions 
for a night-attack on Kadur Shah, which com
pletely succeeded. Shooja Khatds activity en
abled him in a. few months to possess himself of 
the whole of Malwa without fighting another act ion.
Having ruled Malwa for many years, an Afghan 
named Oothman Khan came one day into the Dee- 
vankhana, or Hall of Audience, of Shooja Khan, 
in a state of intoxication, and began to spit about 
on the carpets. The servants rebutted, and said 
they would be spoiled, but he took no notice, till 
at last they desired him to go out |  on which he 
was so imprudent as to strike one of them in the 
face, and beat him severely, Shooja Khan, hear
ing of this circumstance, ordered Oothman Khan's 
hands to he cut off. Oothman survived the* oper-

V O L . I V .  T
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atiou, and carried his complaint to Sulim Shah* of 
Dehiy at Gu altar, who i* Id him- that he might, if 
he chose, take revenge on • Shooja Khan, who 
would soon ho at that; city, .When Shooja .Khan 
heard this, he merely observed' “ Sulim Shah is a 
“ fool Ibr his stains.” Some-days after, .when going 
to the durbar, he saw Oothman Khan sitting -in 
the corner of & shop wrapt up in an old mantle, 
Shooja Khan ordered his palanquin, to stop, and 
was going to ask if he wanted any thing, and in
tended to relieve Ids distress j but Oothman Khan, 
who only waited such an opportunity, jumped up, 
and with the blade of a sword, which was fastened 
round his arm, made a blow at Shooja Khan, whose 
servants' immediately attacked the ruffian, and put 
him to death. Sulim ft hah was much vexed to hear 
that this affray had ended in the death of Ooth
man; not only because he had sanctioned the at
tack dir his part, but Ms indignation had been 
roused against Shooja Khan dor having called him 
a.fool. Sulim Shah drew upon him the curses of 
the whole of Shooja Kharfs family and servants, 
when they learned that their master had received a 
dangerous wound in the side from the hand of the 
ruffian Oothman Khan, who had been instigated to 
the act by the King himself The irritation pro
duced on account of this affair induced Shooja 
Khan to quit Gualiar with out. taking- leave, and to 
march towards Sarungpoor; on which Sulim Shah 
ordered a detachment in pursuit,and in a. few 
days after he marched himself to seize Shooja

* It is- to be recollected that. -Sulim Padshah"' was himself of 
the tribe of Afghan.
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Khaifs person' and family, although that nobleman 
was one of thirty-six. -persons who were personally 
engaged irr placing' his father, Sheet; Shah, on the 
throne; 0)6 Jtiie arrival of. Sulim Shah ■near Sa- 
riingpoor, Shooja KUaft declared that h e . never 
would sutler any one over whom he had power to 
draw-his sword against the son of his old master., and 
.he therefore tied to Banswara, leaving Sulim Shah 
at liberty to; place Eesy Khan in the.government of ' 
Malwa ;' after which he returned to Gualiar. But 
some time after* when Sulim marched towards La
hore-*, he reinstated Shooja Khan to the government 
of iRlalwa. On this occasion the latter divided the 
country into the following districts: Oqjein and its 
dependencies were placed in charge of his son,.Dow- 
Jut Khan. Raiscen and Ithilsa were made over to 
Moostufa Khan, Iris;youngest son, Himdia, Sdevas, 
audits .dependencies, to Mulljk Bayezeed, his elder 
son, himself retaining, the government of Sarong- 
poor. Some time elapsed before the government 
of Dehly was completely subjected by IToomayoon 
Padshah, on his return from Persia; and during 
that period .Shooja Khan, as well as the other 
chiefs of the empire, were on the point of declaring 
themselves independent, and of coining money, 
when cruel fate snatched the cup of prosperity 
from his lips, and death presented him-with the 

potion . of mortality. He died in the 
a'u jS  year 1)62 ; and his eldest son, assuming 

the title of Baz Bahadur, took the reins 
of government into his hands.

* Vide vol.ii. p. M l. Sulim died in 1547, and Hoomayoon 
'regained the empire of Dehly in 1555. Virk vol.ii. p. 17(>.

.  ̂ .x  2  'K '
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T h e administration o f  Shooja Khan in Malw&  
from first to last, was twelve years. A m on g  
the public works which do credit to his m em ory  
is the town o f  Shoojalpoor, near the city  o f  O ojein, 
independent o f  which are many other memorials o f  
life reign in different parts o f  the kingdom  of’M alw a.

A fter the death o f  Shooja K han, his e ldest 
son, M uljik B ayezeed, inarched from H uiid ia to  
Sarungpoor, and assum ed charge o f  the govern- 
ment, tak ing possession o f  all his father’s effects.
His brother, D ow lut Khan, w ho had been a great 
favourite o f  Sulim Shah, and had the Sarungpoor 
division o f  troops to support him, asserted" his- claim  
to  a .partition o f  the kingdom  ; add after gome n e
gotiation, the districts contiguous to Oojein and  
M aude, together with some villages, were ced ed  to 
him, T h e  districts o f  Sarungpoor, Seevas, Bheel* 
wara, and the private estates o f  Shooja Khan, were 
considered as belonging to B ayezeed , and the  
districts o f  Eaiseen and. Bhilsa, with their de- m  
pendencies, were le ft in the hands o f  M oostufa  
Khan. A fter  this arrangement, Bayezeed m arched  
to O ojein, on pretence o f  paying a visit o f  con
dolence to  D ow lu t K han, on the occasion o f  their 
lather’s death. T h e  latter, unsuspicious o f  any 
other notice, was put to death by his elder bro
ther, T h e  head o f  D ow lu t K han was sent to 
Sarungpoor, and hung up on on e  o f  the gates  
o f  that to w n ; after which, having taken posses
sion o f  m any towns in  Malwa w hich were pre

viously alm ost independent, in the year
a . h . 963. p ( j3  B a y e z e e d  w as c ro w n e d , u n d e r  th e  
A .u. 1535' , , ,* ,, .. ... . _

title  of Sooltan Baz Banadur, A fter
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this event he ■ marched to Raiseen to expel his 
remaining brother, 'Mbostitia Khan, who, after 
sustaining several actions, was e ventual ly completely 
defeated, and his army dispersed. Moostufa Khan 
fled from Malwa, leaving Bax' Bahadur to take 
possession of the forts of Raiseen and Bhilsa.

About this period, having met with opposition 
from some of his officers, Bax Bahadur caused 
them to be seized and thrown into deep well's 
alive, where they were either drowned or starved 
to death* Some time after this he marched to 
invade Ootid warty in which campaign his uncle,
Futteh Khan, was killed, after which he re
turned to Sarungpoor, and made preparations to 
reduce the fortress of Gurra. On his; arrival in 
that vicinity, he was opposed by the troops of 
the Ranv. Doorgawutty, the widow of the late 
Ray Kristin Sing, who governed the country.
Baz Bahadur was opposed by the Goods, on 
the summit of a pass where their infantry were 
strongly posted, and having been drawn into an 
ambuscade, his troops were so completely routed 
that he ivas compelled to make his escape singly to 
Sarungpoor ; but his army was completely sur
rounded, and made prisoners, most of whom were 
pot to death. Baz Bahadur was so much affected 
with; this disgraceful termination of the war, in 
which bis army had been destroyed, without being 
able to make resistance, that in order to drive 
away care he abandoned himself to sensual plea
sures. At this period the science of music had 
attained considerable perfection in Malwa, and 
Baz Bahadur devoted himself entirely to its cut 

A  : : ' | f | y  t  8  ' .
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tivation and encouragement; and his attachment 
to ifpop Muny, a' celebrated courtesan of that age, 
became so notorious, .that the loves of Baz Ba
hadur and R'oop Muny have been handed down to 
posterity in song, Akbur 'Padshah of -. Dehly, 
taking advantage of the state of Malwa under Bass 
Bahadur, ordered an army commanded by Adhiitp 

’’ Khan, in the' latter end of the year 
A* xk 1560. if to march and occupy that country., •• ■

Raz Bahadur heard .nothing of the §f|f| A-.] 
movement of this force until" it arrived within 
a short distance of his capital, when, he collected 
his troops around Sarungpoor, but they had hardly 
time to join, before the Moguls were within, two 
miles of the place. ■ His"eyes were now opened to 
his situation;. and entering on the field of action 
with as little .concern as if going into the com
pany of females, he advanced impetuously,- 'though 
w ithout order, into the battle. He personally bo- . 
hav'ed with great gallantry; but his troops deserting 
him, he was obliged to fly, leaving Adhum Khan 
to occupy Sarungpoor. After some time, Adhum 
Khan being recalled, Peer Mahomed Khan Sheer- 
wany was sent in bis stead to the government of

f-r 969 Mn*wa* *n the year 969, Peer 'Ma- 
A.»*. 1571. homed Khan marched to oppose B.az

Bahadur on the frontier, who had c o l -  ■ 
lected a force in conjunction with Toofa.I Khan, 
regent of Be.rar, and Meeran - Moobari k . Khan of 
A seer. Peer Mahomed Khan advanced, in order 
to lay waste the country of Boorhanpoor j but the 
confederates so distressed him, that he was obliged 
to retreat to Malwa, whither they pursued him,
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a n d  d r iv in g  th e  M o g u l, t r o o p s  o u t  o f  .M alw a, r e 
p la c e d  B a z  B a h a d u r  on  t h e  th ro n e . H e  h a d  
s c a rc e ly  t im e  to  d ra w  b r e a th ,  w h e n  in  th e  y e a r  

:i)70 A b d o o ila  K h a n  O o z b u k , a n o th e r  o f  
t '  Tr% t h e  o ffice rs  o f  A k b m  P a d s h a h , o c c u p ie d  

M alw a '. B az  B a h a d u r  f le d  to - th e  h ills  
o f  G o n d w a ra , f ro m  w h e n c e  h e  m a d e  o c c a s io n a l 
s a ll ie s , a n d  fo r  a  tim e  to o k  a n d  re ta in e d  p o sse ss io n  
o f  so m e  s m a ll  d is t r ic ts  $ b u t  w h a t  h e  g a in e d  b y  
f o r c e  o f  a rm s  h e  v e ry  so o n  lo s t  ag a in , o w in g  to  th e  
in d o le n t  h a b i ts  in  w h ic h  h e  in d u lg e d  :• a t  le n g th  
h e  th o u g h t  . i t  b e s t  to  d e l iv e r  h im s e lf  tip  to  A b 
h o r  P a d s h a h . I n  c o n s e q u e n c e  h e  l e f t  h is  r e t r e a t  

in  th e  y ea r 9 7 8 , a f te r  a  r e ig n  o f  sev en - 
a ' m 1570. te e n  yen.cs. .H e so m e tim e s  l iv e d  in  ihe .

lu x u r ie s  o f  a c o u r t ,  a n d  a t  o th e r s  s u b 
m i t t e d  to  th e  p r iv a t io n s  p i  a  c a m p  ; a n d  f r e 
q u e n t ly  w a n d e re d  a n d  b e g g e d  a s s is ta n c e  f ro m  o n e  
s ta t e  to  a n o th e r ,  a b id in g  in  th e  w o o d s  a n d  h ills  
f o r  w h o le  m o n th s  to g e th e r ,  fro m  a n  a p p re h e n s io n  
o f  b e in g  s e iz e d . I n  th is  y e a r ,  h a v in g  j o i n e d  A k b u r  
P a d s h a h  a t I .)e h ly , B az  B a h a d u r  r e c e iv e d  a  c o m 
m iss io n  as a n  o ff ic e r  o f  tw o  th o u s a n d  c a v a lry .  F ro m  

t h a t  p e r io d  til! t h e  p re s e n t  y e a r ,  b e in g  
A ,u ’ J.1?*®* 1 0 1 8 , t h e  k in g d o m  o f  M a lw a  h as  b eenA TV j plJU "

in c lu d e d  a m o n g  t h e  p ro v in c e s  o f  th e  

e m p ir e  o f  D e h ly .

T 4
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HISTORY1 OF THE KINGS OF KAN0 EISH.'

MULLIK RAJA FA ROOKY.

Origin o f  this chief. —  Accidental circumstance o f  his being first 
brought to the King’s notice — t* raised to the. rank o f  a noble 
, f  two thousand horse, arid receives the districts o f  Talnere 
and Kiironde. in jageer— compels the Raja o f  Buglana to 
pay tribute  —  invades the districts o f 'Sooltanpoor and Nun -  
doorbar, belonging to the King o f  Guzerai, but h  obliged to 
retire to Talnere— concludes peace, with the King o f  Guzerat
_ _ assigns Talnere to his youngest son, and leaves the rest o f
his territory to his eldest son, "Nuseer Khan Farooky. ■—  Death 
o f  Mullik Raja — his pedigree derivable from  Oomr Farook.

T he first person who assumed independence in 
the province of Katsdeish was Mullik B aja, the 
son of Khan Jehan Farooky, whose ancestors were 
among the most respectable nobles at the Delily 
court, in the reigns of Alla-ood-Deen Khiljy and 
Mahomed Toghluk.

On the death of Khwaja Jehan, his son Mullik 
Raja was very young, and inherited only a small 
patrimony. He was diffident in his disposition, 
and, at the same time, too proud to thrust himself

f(Jpl . (ct '
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GENEALOGY OF THE KINGS OF KANDEjSH,. . .  W; 1 .
E N T IT L E D  FAROOKY.

':f  '' ' 1 " 1
Mullik Raja.

Nuseer Khan S$$j Daughter of Sbol an Hooshunu 
| ofM alva.

H * ?  V ;

S , ' "]f*
Daughter of Mahmood Shah Begurra g^g Hussuti Meeran Adil Elian,

of Guzerat. | I

8
Daughtei o f Moozuffur Shall II. dA Add Khan. Meeran Moot urik.

' . * *--V./ ,47-Lii  '
Meeran Mahomed Shah. M$eran Moobarik. Adil Khan I. * Davlood Khan._I

■, • y  ^

12 <ri f ‘ .
Raja Ally Khan. Meeran Mahomed Khaiy Ghi :ny Khan.

f  f  , 13
Bahadur Shah. Meeran Hoossein.

* Adil Khan is supposed to have had a son called Azeez, from whom Shah Shums-ood-Deen Farooky of Boorhanpoor claims 
descent. Vide note, vol. iy. p. 299.
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into notice through the throng of abject courtiers 
who usual!v attend on monarchy. When he ar
rived at a' certain age, he found h’e had expended 
the little property which he inherited, and he 
therefore entered the King’s array as a private 
horseman. He was excessively addicted to the 
chase; and one day haying attracted the notice 
of some of the courtiers on a hunting party, while 
he attended the King, he was admitted into tire 
ghotam Jcha$t\or the life-guard of Feroze Toghluk.

“̂‘’'■'(Sorn’e time, after this, it..happened when the King 
was on a sporting excursion in Guzerat. that his 
Majesty followed an antelope thirteen or fourteen 
coss (from twenty-six to twenty-eight miles), and 
his attendants, excepting one or two, were all left 
behind. The King and his steed were completely 
exhausted. Far removed from the camp, and 
with his horse jaded, it appeared improbable that 
Ire could reach it . for. many hours. At this 
moment a .horseman was descried at a distance, 
leading a brace of greyhounds, whom the King’s 
party beckoned towards them. Upon his arrival 
he was asked if any thing could be procured to 
eat. He replied, pointing to his steed, which 
carried some game,- that he had some venison, and 
if his Majesty pleased he would instantly strike a 
light and dress it, Fdfh.e King, upon learning that 
his host was Mullik Raja, the son oft he late Khan 
Jehan, an officer of respectability, resolved to 
prptnote him ; and at the very first durbar raised 
him to the rank of an officer of' two. thousand- horse, 
and shortly afterwards conferred on him the dis
tricts of Tain ere and Kuronde, situated on the 
borders of the Deccan,
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• h lit the year 77*2, Mullik Raja marched
fH  j/jYo. with a fores to his' frontier, and not 

only took peaceable possession .of .his 
own small district, but reduced Bharjy, Raja of 
Buglana, to consent to the payment of an annua! 
tribute to the King of Delily, In this Gist ex
pedition he .received .a tribute of five large ele
phants and ten small, besides, a quantity of pearls 
and jewels as well as Specie. On his return, he 
caused the elephants to be covered with velvet 
housings, embroidered with gold; and having laden 
several camels with muslins, and other manufac
tures of Kandeish, and also some pearls, he sent 
them'as an offering to the King. JTeroze Toghluk 
observed, that the very duty winch the governor 
of Guzerat ought to have performed long age: 
bad- been fulfilled .by Mullik Raja. lie was, in 
consequence, honoured with the title of. Sipah 
S a l a r *  of Ivandeish, and raised to the rank of a 
commander of three thousand horse. In the 
course of a few years he could muster twelve 
thousand horse, and levied contributions from 
ll>e rays ofGondwana as .farasGurra Mundla; and 
such was his fame, that the Ray of Jajnuggur, 
notwithstanding the distance, established a friendly 
intercourse with him.

After the death of Feroze, when Dilawur Khan 
Ghoory assumed independence in Malwa, an in
timate connection took place between the latter 
and Mullik Raja, so much so, that Dilawur Khan 
gave bis daughter in marriage to Mullik Nuseer, 
the son of the governor of K&ndeish. At this

* Sipah Salar, Conrniandef in-chief.
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■period, MoozufFur Shah pfG'uzerat declared him
self independent ; and some internal commotions 
subsequently arising,. Mullik Raja, relying on the 
■ support of Dilawur Khan, invaded the Guzerat pro™ 
vinees, and laid waste' the districts of SooHanpoor 
arid Nundoorbar. MoozufFur Shah, though engaged 
in reducing the infidel Hindoos in his kingdom,
.on hearing of this inroad, made rapid marches to 
Booltanpoor, from whence Mullik Raja was glad to 
retreat, and to : seek protection in the fort of Tal- 
nere, wherein he was closely invested by the King 
of Guz-erat. On this occasion Mullik Raja em
ployed the most accomplished and learned men 
about him to negotiate a peace; and as MoozufFur 
Shah hoped to obtain assistance from the governors 
of Kandaish and Malwa, in reducing the infidels, 
he consented to terms. After -which period, Mullik 
Baja confined his military operations- entirely to 
his own country, and was. indefatigable in pro
moting the arts of civilisation and of agriculture 
during the rest of his life, Before his death, he 
sent for his two sons,- Mullik Nuseer and Mullik 
Iftikhar. To the former lie gave the <f garb of 
“ desire and assent/* which he received from, his 
preceptor and tutelary saint, Sheikh ZeimoochDeen 
of Dowdutabad, and nominated him Ins successor.
On his younger son, Mullik Iftikhar, he bestowed 
the fort and district of Tain ere; and on the £2dof
Sir-ban 22 ^ie moath of Shaban, A . H. 801, Mullik 
a. a. 801. -Baja died, and was buried at the town 

.April <28. of Talnere, after a reign of twenty-nine 
a . i s  1 3 9 9 . years.#

* Several of the tombs o f  the early Faroolty kings, cor,.
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In the year' 1013, (A,I). 1604,) when the 
author attended the palanquin of the daughter of 
Ibrahim Adi! Shah from Beejapoor. • to Boorhau- 
poOr, he asked M irza Ally Lsfahany, after the 
capture of Aseer, if any history existed of the 
Farooky family. The: Mirza .replied, he knew of 
none j but said that he oner saw a genealogy of 
the family down to Mullik Raja, which lie 'copied 
and had by him, which contains the descent of 
the Farooky family. It is as follows —

Jlt Mullik Raja, the first Mahomedan ruler of 
/§ Kandeish, is descended from the Caliph Ooror 

Farook, and traces his pedigree thus: Mullik 
Raja, the son of Khan Jehan, the son of Ally 
Khan, the son of Goth mad Khan, the son of 
Simeon Shah*, the son of Ashab Shah, the son of 
Arraian Shah, the son of fbrahim Shah of Bulkh, 
the son of Adlwm Shall, the son of Ahnitid 
Shah, the soil of Mahmood Shah, the son of Ma
homed Shah, the son of Azim Shah,'the son of 
Asghur, the son of Mahomed Ahmud, the son of 
the Imam Nasir Abdoolia, the son of Oomr-oob 
Farook, entitled Khuleefa, or representative of the 
■last of the prophets.

Mullik Raja became the disciple of the holy

structed in a peculiar style of architecture, are still in tolerable 
repair at Tain ere, but there are few, if any, inscriptions legible 
on them

* The wort! Shah, in its original signification, means Saint, 
and was first adopted by the Sofy kings of Persia, who engrafted 
the sacred title on that o f royalty when they ascended the 
throne; and the kings of India subsequently assumed the title, 
without reference to its sanctified origin.
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saint Zeln-ood-Deen of Dowlutabad, and from 
inm received the “ garb of desire and-assent, whi.eh 
h.e delivered.to his son Nuseer, who in like manner 
transmitted- i t  to his son, and in this way it was 
handed down from father to son for n e a r ly  two 

■ •hundred years;; and Bahadur, the son of Raja 
Ally Khan, the last of the independent riders of 
Jvandeish, possessed this' precious relic when he 

; "lost his ’kingdom, f f
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TfusEi-jt KEANr FAR’OOK l,

T rea ch ero u sly  ob ta in s possession  o f  A scer  — deprive?  h is brother 
o f  the f o r i  o f  T a in  ere, a n d  (mad::; the d is tr ic ts  o f  S ao llan poor  
a n d  N u n d o o rb u r , belonging  to  G u zera l —  is  com pelled to sue  
fo r  term s  —  b u ild s  the c ity  o f  B o o rh a n p o o r, and f o r t i f ie s  A s te r  

"'— g ives  h is d a u g h te r  in  m a rr ia g e  to th e  h e ir  ̂ apparent o f  the  
Tiahm uny 'kingdom  —  su p p o rts  th e  f u g i t i v e  R a ja  of J id m ir a  
against th e  K in g  o f  G u ze ra l, and in du ces the K in g  o f  the  
D eccan  to  d o  so likew ise . — T h e  Guzerai; K in g  .proves m d o n o u s .
....... ffusGGT K h a n  supports som e rebellious chiefs of fht D ecca n
in B e ra r  a g a in s t th e ir  K i n g .. -■ he is com pelled  I f f y j B n i i
B o o th  nupoori T he ba ttle  o f  L u llin g , hi w h ich  he is d e fea ted .

—  H is  d ea th .

I n the reign  o f  M uliik  N n seer  th is fam ily  grea tly  
e x te n d ed  its  pow er. M n ilik  N u so er  Khan also as- 
Burned th e  ensigns, o f  royalty . L earn ed  m en w ere  
in v ited  from  all parts, and literatu re was m u ch  
prom oted . H e  received  from th e  King, of G u z e -  
rat the t it le  o f  K hai$ and caused  th e  p ilb iic  prayers  
to  be r ea d • in his nam e, rea lisin g  th e  w ish  that. Ids 
father carried, w ith h im  to th e  grave, n am ely , 
th a t o f  assu m in g  tine royal p av ilion  and can op y .
H e  also se ize d  the fort o f .A se e r  from  A sa  A  beer.*

* The word Alicer signifies cow-herd. It h worthy of 
note that many of the most undent hill-forts in India have 
reference to the pastoral lives of their possessors'{ ;aud when 
the Indians are at a loss to fix an era for any ancient

. f . . .  . ... '!, , .th w ,:,; . . «»*.  MwL . TOT 'I * ...........,..i« .... ..
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As the story  relative  to  the fam ily  o f  the o r ig in a l 
possessor o f  A seer  is interesting,, I shall g iv e  it  at 
tuli, len g th , O n th e  su m m it o f  a h igh  h ill in  
K andeish liv ed  a herdsm an w ho possessed  m uch  
agricultural w ealth . Me was, i n  rea lity , one o f  the  
principal landholders in that; country.- H is  an
cestors had. for n early  seven  h u n d red  years re
tained  the estates., and  at an early  p eriod  b u ilt a 
w all round the - h ill o f  A seer, in  order to -p ro tec t  
their nu m erous herds o f  cattle from  th e  ban ds o f  
robbers w inch  .in fe sted  th e  m ountains. A sa su c
ceed ed  to his father’s p ro p erty t b e in g  a thrifty  
person, his herds increased  to d ie  num ber o f  five  
thousand buffaloes, five th ou san d  cow s, tw en ty  
thou san d  sh cep , and o n e  thousand  brood nrar.es, 
in d ep en d en tly  o f  w hich he had t w o  thousand re
tainers, w ho w ere em p loyed  hi all p u rp oses o i  hu s
bandry, as w ell as tor his protection . T h e  farmer?, 
bota  of Goinnv&na and Kiwideish, w henever th e y  
w cio  in d istress, alw ays found relief by appiyinp* to  
.,A,bd A n e e i, p v  the herdsm an, for so  he .continued to  
be railed , in spite of Ins w ealth  and power, f t  
happened th a t a short tim e before th e  arrival o f  
M ullik ,R aja- at I a lneredam .. - aged  in i ia n d e ish  
and in G ond w ana, and n o t m ore than tw o  or th ree  
thousand Individuals of' the jfcoly or B  heel tribes

structure or sculpture they  invariably refer it to the period 
o.( the shephera lungs. Am ong the most rem arkable instances 
oi hiH-lorte which occur to me at present are the fo lia tin g  :
A seer, the cow -herd ? Asa's dwelling; * Gavulgur, the cow -herifs 
f o r t ; Golla-comU‘.(.CloJconda), the shepherd’s, h i l l ; Icnna-conda  
piiacondi), bu tter bi l l ; and Gualiar, which has probably refer
ence to the sam e'origin.

— < V \  - • 1 . ^
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escaped its effects. Asa had at this time many store
houses, both in Gotrdwaisa and Xandeish, which 
his agents .opened In order to set), the corn ; but 
his wife, who was of a charitable disposition, prayed 
her husband to allow the grain to he served-out to 
the poor without payment, and by that means 
secure to himself a good name in this world, and 
eternity in the next. It was to assist them, also, 
that he was induced to have the old walls of 
the town of Aseer levelled, and to cause a fort 
to be built of masonry, by which means he em
ployed many labourers. He also distributed food 
to the aged and deerepid, who were unable to per
form manual labour, This work went by She . 
name of the fort of Asa Aheer, and was after wards 
called Aseer,*

Upon the assumption of the authority of all 
Kandeish by Mullik Raja, Asa, being a peaceable 
and unambitious man, was the drat of all. tire 
landholders to acknowledge fealty to him; and, 
moreover, presented him with many things which 
he required on the establishment of his family,
Mullik Raja very soon saw that a fortification like 
that of Aseer, in the hands of’ an ambitious chief, 
in the centre of his province, would enable such. a 
person to shake the very foundation of his govern
ment; but he felt himself under too many obligations

* The temple of Aseer is mentioned as the residence of 
Aswathama many centuries before this period, Whatever 
might have been its condition under the Hindoo?, the mosque 
and battlements made to receive cannon, with other modern 
improvements, attest, that it owes much of its present efficiency 
to the Mahometans.
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to Asa to wrest It by force out of his hands."1 Mullik 
Nuseer,-also, when he succeeded to the govern
ment, received many personal favours from Asa, 
find, knew from his peaceable • disposition that he 
never would give him a plow to attack him. He, 
however, resolved to seize Aseer, and to piake it Iris, 
capital, and adopted the following plan to carry 
his scheme into effect: — Be sent a letter to Asa.., 
saying, that the Rajas of IJughma and Antoor had 
collected large forces, and that they did not con
duct themselves to him in the manner they had 
done to his father, the late Mullik Raja. The 
Raja of Kehrla also threatened him,,. The. fort 
of Talnere, be said, agreeably to his father’s will, 
was in the possession off his brother, Mullik If- 
tikhar, and that of Lulling, was situated too near his 
enemies to offer him a'safe retreat ,j he begged* 
therefore, that, his family might be received into 
Aseer. Asa willingly consented; and ordering 
suitable apartments to. be fitted up for the re
ception of Mullik Nuseer’s ladies, directed that 
every attention should be paid, to theirs- On the 
first day several dolies t  with women came into the

* Asa was- probably, one -of the hereditary provincial go
vernors of the court of Dewgur (Bowhitabad) ‘before the 
conquest of the Deccan by the M ahometans, On the ex
tinction . of the royal race at Dewgur the dependent chiefs 
became emancipated from all allegiance, and resisted the  arms 
of the invaders as long as they could,. Many of the provincial 
chiefs, in that case, would naturally become independent; but 
we. have no certain accounts of the fate of those of the  Dec- 
can, and, therefore, much must be It#  to surmise.

f  Covered litters, like palanquins, for the conveyance of 
females and sick persons. Vide vol. ii, p. 11,5.

V O L .  T V .  U
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place, and were visited by Asa’s wife and daughters.
On the second day a report arrived that two hundred 
dolies, filled with the wife, mother, arid the rest of 
Moilik Nusecr’s family, were coming. Asa accord
ingly ordered the gates to be thrown open .to receive 
them, and went with all his sons a considerable 
way from the female.apartments to meet them; but 
what was his astonishment, when, instead of women, 
he found the dolies filled with armed soldiers, 
who leapt out and murdered him with the whole 
of his family, not leaving a male child of his race.
The inhabitants of the fort were so dismayed 
that they fled with their families from a scene of 
such horror. Mullik Nuseer, who was at this 
time in the fort of Lulling, on hearing of the 
success of his plan, repaired to Aseer, and em
ployed himself in strengthening the fortifications.
It is, however, & well authenticated fact, that the 
property of Asa was never appropriated by any of 
the Farooky dynasty to their own use; and all the 
money and jewels taken on this occasion fell into 
the hands of" Akbur Padshah, when he marched 
to the southward, and took the fortress of Aseer,. 
two centuries afterwards.#

The moment that this news reached Sheikh Zein- 
ood-Deen of Dowlutabad, the tutelary saint of the 
family, he proceeded towards Kandeish to corn 
gratulate Mullifc Nuseer on his success against

*  Ferisbta’s Mahomedan feeling is quite absorbed in his in
dignation towards Nuseer Khan and his race. The observation 
regarding the property o f Asa is meant to imply that Providence 
prevented Nuseer Khan's family from enjoying the benefit of 
its possession.

’ , , .fl/  ‘ l'- ' ,Ljr f 1 * T V 1 1 ‘ (f $§ , ' , ' \j(t ' 1 '
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the infidels; arid the latter, with all his family, 
marched toiheet the hoiy personage, and encamped 
<>n the western bank of the river Tapty. Sheikh 
Zein-oori-Decn arrived with a .number of his dis
ciples, and they- pitched their tents on the eastern 
bank, Muliik Ntiseer went over the' river, and 
endeavoured to persuade the Sheikh to return 
with him to Aseer $ but he declined doing so, as he 
said he had not permission to cross the Tapty,
After remaining some time in their respective en
campments on the western and eastern banks, the 
Sheikh desired to take his leave j but Muliik. Nu- 
seer begged that he would condescend to accept 
ot aii -estate in Kandeish. The Sheikh answered, 
that dervishes had no occasion for estates'; but 
begged of Muliik Ntiseer to build a town on the 
eastern bank of the river, and call it after himself, 
Zeinabad *, and a city on the western, where he 
was himself encamped, to be called Boorhanpoor, 
in honour of the famous Sheikh Baorhan-ood- 
f)ee 111 of Dovdutabau; and he recommended, also, 
that he should make the latter his capital: both 
of which towns were accordingly built; and Boor- 
hanpoor afterwards became the capital of the 
Farooky dynasty.

There is an old but a very true saying, that
a rug will contain ten dervishes, but a king- 

“■ doth is too small for two r u le r s /S o  was it with 
that of Kandeish; for as soon as Muliik Nuseer

* Jehanabad of the maps.
t  These two holy personages arc buried at the :own of 

Roza, near Dowlutabad, and their names are still held in great 
veneration in the D eccan.

' - y u  % b
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obtained possession of Aseer he cast a jealous 
eve upon his brother’s estate of Talnere; and in 
order to secure it he induced the King of Malwa 

to assist, him. To this end, Muliik Nu- 
a!ixHI7 seer marched, in the year 9SO, towards 

Talnere with a force, and procured the 
aid of; his brother-in-law, Sooltan Hooshung of 
Malwa. Muliik Iftikhar, astonished, at the ap
proach of his brother’s army, remonstrated with 
him, and wrote, but in vain, to Ah mud Shah of 
Glizerat for assistance, Ghizny Khan, the son of 
Sooltan. Hooshung, and nephew to Muliik Nuseer, 
arrived with a force of five thousand horse from. 
Malwa, to support Muliik Nuseer; and by their 
united efforts, in a short time the fort of Talnere 
fell, and Muliik Iftikhar was taken prisoner, and 
sent to the fort of Aseer. After the capture 
of Talnere, it was agreed that the allied forces 
of Kan dels h and Malwa should march .and oc
cupy Sooltanpoor in the name of the King of 
Malwa ; for which purpose they absolutely moved 
and invested the fort of Sooltanpoor. On this, 
Ahmud Shah of Gaze rat marched the whole 
of his army to the south, and sent a very con
siderable. detachment under Muliik Mahmood 
Toork in advance. On hearing this, Ghizny 
Khan of Malwa fled to Mando, and Muliik Nuseer 
retreated to Talnere, wherein he was closely be
sieged by .Muliik Mahmood Toork. Meanwhile, 
Ahmud Shall arrived at Sooltanpoor, Muliik 
Nuseer, thus deserted by the Prince of Malwa, 
was reduced to the extreme of distress in Tal
nere $ and made overtures to some of Ahmud


