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it was not long before some of the principal articles 
were broken,, the origin of which way as-tfbllows—
One Meer Jakur * Zund, with his two sons, Meer 
Sheheed. and Meer- Shahida, came from Solypoor 
to Mooltan. & izam-ood-Deen Bukhshy states, 
that Meer Shahitla was the first person who disse­
minated the principles of the Sheea faith in India; 
but he leaves us quite in the dark as to who this Meer 
Jakur Zund was, from whence he came, or what 
was his origin, his family, or connections. Mullik 
Sohrab DuvaSJy having great influence with Mali- 
mood Longa, prevented the reception of Ameer 
Jakur in Mooltan, who out of revenge went, over 
to Jam Bayezeed, by whom he was graciously re­
ceived, and who gave him a jageer in the district 
of Oocha, to the great vexation of Mahmood 
Lunga, Jam Bayezeed was a man of strong 
mind, exceedingly learned himself and a liberal 
patron of literature. Some ignorant writers have 
stated that he used to send provisions ready cooked, 
as daily food, from Sheevur to Mooltan, down 
the river Chunab, for the holy persons residing In 
the latter city; but such idle stories are too ab­
surd to merit belief.

In the year 930, Babur Padshah 
"a . -dI U l23 . having conquered the country of Pun­

jab proceeded to Dehly; from whence he 
wrote an order to Hoossein Arghoon, governor of 
T’utta, informing him that he intrusted him hence­
forward with the direction of affairs in Mooltan. *

* The name of Jakur occurs before among the Suljook 
Toorks. Vide voi. b p. 107.
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That chieftain, in consequence, crossed the Indus, 
near the city of Bhtikkur, with a large army, 
Mahmood Lunga. of Mooitan no sooner heard of 
this circumstance than lie deputed Sheikh Baha- 
ood-Deen Koorelfhy to wait on Hoossein -Arghoon, 
accompanied by Mowlana Bheilole, one of the 
most learned men of the age. The ambassadors, 
on reaching Hoossein Arghooifs camp, were re­
ceived with all possible politeness. He replied to 
their remonstrances against his approach, by assur­
ing them that he was only going to Mooitan to 
carry into effect some new regulations ordered by 
Babur Padshah, and also to pay his devotions at the 
shrine of Sheikh Baha-ood-Deen Zacharia. Mow­
lana Bheilole replied, that there appeared no ne­
cessity for his going in person to enforce his re­
gulations ; for he had only to express them, and his 
master would carry them into effect ; and that with 
regard to his visit to the shrine of Sheikh Baha-ood- 
Deen *, he himself had come to anticipate his steps. 
Hoossein, however, was not to be thus averted 
from his purpose, but continued his march, and 
the ambassadors returned. Shortly afterwards, 

Mahmood Lunga, being seized with the 
A*H> cholic, died, A. H. 931, after :a reign of 

twenty-seven years.

* [t wiU occur to the reader that the ambassador’s name 
was Sheikh Baha-ood-Deen, and the descendant ot' Zacharia. 
the evasion of the Mowlana was a play upon his nn.ee.
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Hoossein, the son o f  the late. King, is placed on the throne. —
Mooltan it besieged and taken by Shaft Hoossein Arghoon, 
and becomes a dependency o f  Deftly.

O k the death of Mahmoud, one Lushkur Khan, at 
the head of, the tribe of Lunga, deserted to Hoos­
sein .Arghoon, having previously laid ,waste.;.the 
small villages surrounding the city of Mooltan.
The rest of the army, left without leaders, sought 
protection in the fortress; and the ameers raised 
the son of the late King, although a minor, to the 
throne, under the  name of Hoossein Lunga II . 
Notwithstanding the title which the boy received, 
he was only a pageant in the hands of. his sister’s 
husband, Shooja-ooI-Moolk, who assumed the office 
'of-protector* -under, the appellation .of vizier.} and 
although he had not a month’s provisions in the 
fort, he was so fool-hardy as to prepare to stand a 
siege; and. Shah Hoossein Arghoon, conceiving 
the capture of the city as already accomplished, 
marched t o ; invest it. The place had been at­
tacked but a very short time, when provisions 
becoming scarce, the cavalry officers went to the 
protector, proposing that they might be led out 
against the enemy while their horses had yet 
strength, and adopt the only method of raising
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the siege. .Shooja-ool-Mooik gave no answer to 
this proposition at the moment; but afterwards, . _ n, 
having sent for the officers, rejected their offer, 
by stating that; the King was not yex firmly seated 
on his throne 5 that the. army had no personal 
attachment to him, and that it was probable many 
of the soldiers would go over to the enemy, while 
the few who did fight would fall victims, without 
conferring any good on their .country, ..f rom a 
document in my possession in the hand-writing of 
Mowlana Sad-oolla of Lahore, who was himself in 
the city during die siege of Median, ] have, made 
the following extract; — sr After the garrison had 
(£ been besieged for some months, and the place, so 

■ u closely invested that if was- impossible for any 
tf one either to enter orquii it, the distress for pro- 
«* visions was so great, that if one of the garrison 
“ could catch a dog or cat he killed it, and hoarded 
*f up the flesh as a treasure. Besides this, Shooja- 
0  ool-Moolk promoted a vagabond by the name 
f* of Jopnui to the command of the fort, and 
*• placed him at the head of three thousand militia 
“ infantry. Wherever this monster heard of any 
“ grain, he used to march down with a party 
** and seize i t ; so that the inhabitants were driven 
“ to the alternative either of submitting to die by 
“ famine, by the sword of the enemy, or, by throw- 
** ing th emselves over the walls; attempt, if possible,
“ to escape. At length, at. midnight, in the year 

“ 93%, Mooltan was carried by escalade, 
a . b . 9 3 2 .  i( anc( many poor creature's were killed.

** On the following morning all the m- 
w habitants between the ages of seven and seventy
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1S years were imprisoned, among whom w ere.
« my lather and myself. When our situation be- 
** came known we. were released, from fetters,
“ but the'" treatment •we experienced brought my 
o poor father’s givy hairs to the grave. The City 
« of Mooltan thus fell into the "hands of Hoossein 
« Argboon. The young prince was kept a 'State 
<* prisoner •; and the" place so completely/; sacked,
«f and the habitations so destroy ed* that no .one 
“ could then suppose it would ever regain, its 
« former splendour j but Hoossein Argboon left 
«<one of his ameers, called Shums-ood-Dccn, in 
“  charge, with orders to rebuild i t ; and having 
« nominated Lushkur Khan Lunga his "deputy, he 
« returned to Tutta. Lushkur Khan was the 
« means of rebuilding Mooltan; after which, having 
v  procured, a party to assist him, he expelled 
« Shums-ood-Deen, and assumed the title of go-

veitiiorA
When Babur Padshah abdicated the throne in 

favour of his son Hoomayoon, the latter prince 
gave the country of Punjab in jageer to Mirza 
kamran. On his arrival at Lahore, he sent for 
Lushkur Khan, and .appointed a place for him to 
reside in, which is now included in one of the 
oiohullas or wards of Lahore, and is called alter 
him* At the same time he made over the district 
of K abul to him, in lieu, of that of Mooltan j since 
which time the kingdom of Mooltan has continued 
a province of the empire of Debly.
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I .  HEREDITARY MONARCHS OF THE SOOMUNA RACE.
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ELECTIVE KINGS OF THE SOOMUNA RACE.
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Jam Nunda.
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Jam Feroze.'

DYNASTY OF ARGHOON.
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Shah Beg Arghoon.
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DYNASTY OF TURKHAN.
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MAHOMED KASIM.

Invasion  o f  S in d  by M ahom ed K a sim . —  D eebul, ca lled  "Kufkh 
ta k en .— 'The A rabians p ro c ee d  u p  the r iv e r  Indus. — - S e l m a n  

ta k e n .—  M o o lia n  taken. —  M ahom ed K a s im  recalled ac­
count o f  k is  s in gu lar dea th . —  Subversion o f  the M a h o m eta n  
pow er in S in d  and M o oltan .

I t is related in several histories, such as the 
Kholasut-ool-Hikayat, the Huj-Nama, and the his­
tory of Hajy Mahomed Kandahary, that the first 
establishment of the Mahbniedan faith in the 
country of Sind occurred under the following 
circumstances: —
. Hijaj (the son of Yoosoof Shukfy), governor of 

Bussora at the time when Wuleed, the son of 
Abdool Mullik, was ruler of the provinces of both 

Iraks, resolved on invading India. Ac- 
X'p i q s  eordingly, in the' year 87., he deputed 

Mahomed Haroon with a select force 
into Mikran, who subdued that country, and made 
converts of many of the inhabitants called Bulo- 

v o l . i v , . o  o



<Sl.
M A H O M E D  K A M M .

does; and having there established a regular go- V; 
vernment, the Mafroraedan faith may be said to 
have prevailed in that country from the period g(j 
alluded to.

W q are told that in those, days, also, th e ’in­
habitants of the island of SeJandeep (Ceylon) 
wt ie accustomed to send vessels to trie coast of 
Airiest, to the Red Sea, and to the Persian Gulf 
a practice prevailing from the earliest ages; and 
that Hindoo pilgrims resorted to Mecca and Egypt 
for the purpose of paying adoration to the .idols, to' 
which they looked -with the utmost Veneration. It 
is related, also, that the people trading from Sedan- /,’•. 
deep became converts to the', true faith at as early 
a period as the reign of the first caliphs, and that 
having thus had intercourse with Mahomedao 'na­
tions, the King of Selandeep despatched a vessel 
laden with various rare articles, the produce of 
hh country, to the caliph Wuleed at Bagdad.'*

* I have been unable to procure the original works quoted 
by Perish t& at the head of this chap ter; but it is to be hoped 
they are attainable in Europe, and that on consulting ihetti 
•iooie light may be thrown on the intercourse said to prevail 
between India and Egypt previously to Mahomedism. This 
subject is full o f interest, and opens an extensive field of in­
vestigation for the Oriental antiquary, as leading to the de­
ve lo p m en t of the history of a period at which India and Egypt 
were closely connected, as must once have been the case, from 
rhe identity which seems to pervade the mythology, astronomy, 
and the calculation of time, o f both nations. The travels o f  
Ibn Batoota, a learned Mahomedan o f the fourteenth century, 
is now in the hands of M r. Professor Lee of Cambridge, 
who is about to publish an English translation, with copious 
annotations. From a hasty view of this work, I  am led to sup­
pose a  vast deal of valuable information on the intercourse
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On this vessel amviig at the entrance of the 
Persian Gulf it was ■ attacked 'and captured by 
orders of the ruler of Deebul *, together with seven 
other boats, in which were some Mahomedao. fami­
lies going on pilgrimage to Kurbula. Some of the 
captives making their escape carried their complaint 
to Hijaj, who addressed a letter to Raja Dahir, the 
son of Sasa, ruler of Sind, and sent; it to be. .tor- 
warded from Mikran by Mahomed Haroon. Raja 
.Dahir replied, that the act of hostility was com­
mitted by a powerful state, over which lie had no 

y'-;, , control. . p w .» b
On the receipt of this letter Hijaj obtained the 

consent of Wuleed, the son of Abdoo! Mullik, to 
invade' India, for the purpose of propagating the 
faith; and at the same time deputed a chief of 
the name of Budmeen, with three hundred cavalry, 
to join Haroon in Mikran, who was directed to 
reinforce the party with one thousand, good soldiers 
more to attack Deebul. Budmeen failed in his 
expedition, and lost his life in the first action.
Hijaj, not deterred by this defeat, resolved to 

follow up the enterprise by another. In 
A jJ’rn  consequence, in the year 93, he de­

puted his cousin and son-in-law, Imad- 
ood-DeenMahomed Kasim, the son of AkdShukhiy,

earned on between the. early Arabians and the coast o f  India 
will be found ; and it is to be hoped that such gentlemen as 
Professor Lee, who devote themselves exclusively to litera­
ture, will, in time, develops the rich materials of Oriental history 
and science that lie hidden in the depths of languages so little 
cultivated, so vaguely understood, and so meanly appreciated.

*■  Modem Tutta, on the Indus.
r> J> 2
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th en  on ly  seven teen  y ears  o f  ag e , w ith  six th o u sa n d  J 
soldiers, chiefly A ssy rians, w ith  th e  necessary  im p le ­
m ents fo r tak in g  fo rts, to  a t ta c k  Deebvd. T h is  
arm y p ro ce ed e d  b y  th e  rou te  o f  S h iraz  and  M ik ra m  
O n  re a c h in g  th e  to w n s o f  D eb o o n  and  D u rs ila , on 
th e  confines o f  th e  S in d  te rr ito ry , M ah o m ed  K asim  
h a l t e d ; and  h av in g  taken, th e  necessary  s tep s  for 
a d v a n c in g  he m arch ed  on to  D eeded , s itu a ted  on th e  j 
ba nks o f  th e  In d u s , w hich  tow n is now  called  T u tta .  I

O n  reach in g  th is  p lace, h e  m ad e  p re p a ra tio n s  
to b e s ieg e  it, b u t th e  ap p ro ach  was c o v e red  by 
a fo rtified  tem p le , su rro u n d e d  b y  a s tro n g  w all, 
b u ilt  o f  hewn stone  and m o rta r , one h u n d re d  
and  tw e n ty  fee t in he igh t.*  A fte r som e tim e  a 
brarn in , b e lo n g in g  to  th e  tem p le , be ing  ta k e n , and  
b ro u g h t before K asim , sta ted , th a t  four th o u sa n d  
R a jp o o ts  d e fen d ed  th e  p lace, in  w hich w ere  from  j 
tw o to  th re e  th o u sa n d  brain ins, w ith  sh o rn  heads, 
and  th a t  all his efforts w ou ld  be  v a in ;. fo r the  
s ta n d a rd  o f  the  te m p le  was sa c re d  j and  w h ile  it 
rem a in ed  en tire  no  p ro fan e  fo o t da red  to  s te p  b e ­
yond  th e  th re sh o ld  o f  the holy edifice. M a h o m ed  
K asim  hav ing  cau se d  th e  c a ta p u lta s  to  he d ire c te d  
a g a in st th e  .m ag ic  flag-staf£ . su cceed ed , on  the  
th ird  d ischarge , in  s tr ik in g  th e  s tan d ard , a n d  b roke  
it  dow n . In  a few  days after w h ich  the  p la c e  fell,

* The Mahomedan historians seem to have confounded Dee- 
bul, properly Devul, meaning the T e m p le , with the town of f 
Tutta. The defence of which Hindoo temples are capable has I 
been frequently exemplified. The reader of modern. Indian 
history will find several instances mentioned by Orme in the f 
wavs of the Carnatic, particularly those o f C’hilumbrum, and of j 
Seringham at Trichinopoly. j
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Mahomed Kasim levelled the temple and its wails 
with the ground, and circumcised the brain ins.
The infidels highly resented this treatment, by in­
vectives against him and the true faith. On which 
Mahomed Kasim caused every braroin, from the 
age of seventeen and upwards, to be put to death : 
the young women and children of both sexes were 
retained in bondage; and the old women being 
released, were permitted to go whithersoever they 

' chose.
The booty of the temple amounted to a large 

stun, one fifth of which was sent to Hijaj, together 
with seventy-five female slaves. The rest of the 
pi under was distributed among the soldiery. Ma­
homed Kasim, having home for the purpose of pro­
pagating the faith, proceeded to invest the town of 
Deebul, from whence Foujy, the son of Dahir, with 
a party of soldiers, forced his way to the fort of Bra- 
minabad*; to which place he was pursued by 
Mahomed Kasim, who having closely invested it 
for some time, the lives of the besieged were spared, 
and they were allowed to retain their private pro­
perty, on condition of surrendering.

Mahomed Kasim marched thence into See- 
vustaii, to a place called Sehwan, the inhabitants 
of which country, being braining, represented 
to then chief, Kucha Kay, the cousin of Dahir, 
governor of Sind, that as the spilling.of blood was 
contrary to  the' tenets of their religion, it appeared 
to lum advisable to submit quietly to the payment of

*  The Hindoo name of Banumwasy is evidently sunk, and 
the Mahometan appellation is given by the anchor,

h 1 < D d 3
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th e  t r ib u te  req u ire d  by  K asim . K u c h a  R a y , despift* 
mg* th e  id ea  o f  th is com prom ise , re fu sed  co m p lian ce , 
a h d , th e  M a h o m ed an s p ro c e e d e d  d o  in v es t Sell- 
w ait. A f te r  a  w eek ’s -siege, a. p a r ty  f r o m . th e  
g a rr iso n , m altin g  th e ir  e sca p e  b y  n ig h t, fled to  
th e  H ay ' o f  Sulim  *, in  o rd e r  to  g a in  re in fo rce - 
m ee ts ;, b u t  th e  brain  in s g av e  tip  th e  p la c e  on die 
fo llo w in g  m o rn in g , a n d  M a h o m e d  K asim  d is tr i­
b u te d  th e  p ro p e r ty  a m o n g  th e  tro o p s , reserving* 
o n e  fifth  f o r . H ija j. f r o m  h e n c e  he m a rc h e d  to  
th e  fo rtre ss  o f  S u lim , w inch  h e  also re d u c e d , an d  
d iv id ed  th e  spoils a c c o rd in g  to  th e  p ra c tic e  of* 
th o se  tim es- ;:'g |f

A t  th is  p e rio d , H u lly  Sa t ,  th e  e ld e s t son of R a ja  
D ah ir, h a v in g  co llec ted  a  la rg e  fo rce , m a rc h e d  to  
oppose  M a h o m e d  K asim  j a n d  the  la t te r  to o k  up  a 
s tro n g  p o s itio n , a n d  e n tre n c h e d  h im self. I n  th is  
s i tu a tio n  his. reso u rces b e in g  c o n trac ted ,, a n d  m any  
o f  h is  .c a rr ia g e -c a ttle  d y in g , th e  so ld ie rs  becam e  
d isc o n te n te d , a n d  at. le n g th  b ro k e  in to  op en  m u ­
t in y ;  M a h o m e d  K asim , h o w e v e r, e n c o u ra g in g  his 
tro o p s  w ith  th e  h o p e  o i a id , w ro te  to  M ijaj b in  
Y o o so o f  w ho h a v in g  h e a rd  o f  h is s itu a tio n  befo re  
h is  le tte rs  a rr iv e d , h a d  a lre a d y  d espa tched , a  r e in ­
fo rc e m e n t of one  th o u sa n d  ho rse , w ith  o th e r  re q u i­
sites, to  S ind , O n  re c e iv in g  th is  seaso n ab le  as­
s istance , M a h o m ed  K asim  again  to o k  th e  field, a n d  
attacking* th e  y o u n g  R a y , severa l b a tt le s  e n su ed , 
th o u g h  n e ith e r  p a r ty  a p p e a rs  to  h av e  o b ta in ed  
any  a d v a n ta g e  o f  co n seq u en ce . R a ja  D a h ir  hav-

* The early M ahom etan writers have so m utilated the 
Indian names, that they are frequently no t'to  be recognised.

f  Pc. linos H urry  Sa.

' ■■ ^  ■ n
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ing consulted his astrologers and bramins on
the present crisis of his* affairs, they declared that 
it was written in the ancient books *> that at a 
if certain period a prophet would arise fiorn among 
<■* the people of Arabia, who would succeed in con­
st verting many nations to a new persuasion; alter 
•« which, in the lunar year 8 6 , the Arabian fou.es 
« would invade the borders of Sind, and irs 
« year 9 6  they would subdue all those countries.
Baja Dahi.c having in many instances found the 
predictions of his astrologers verified placed great 
reliance on them, but resolved to defend himself 
with a courage becoming his rank and family.
The cup of his life being now filled to: the brim, he 
joined his son’s army, of winch he assumed the 

iup7m in command in person; and on Wednesday 
a . s" 93. * the 10th of 'Ramzan, in the year 93, 
a. O' aCJ. Ŷith a force consisting ol fifty thousand 

men, composed of Rajpoots, Studies, and Mool- 
tanies, he marched to attack the Mahometans.

Mahomed Kasim, with barely six thousand 
troops, mostly Arabian cavalry, waited the onset.
Raja Dahir at first took up a position near the 
Mahomedan Hues, and endeavoured by skirmishes 
and manoeuvres to entice the enemy from the strong 
position which he occupied; but failing m every 
attempt he resolved to storm it. Part of the Arab 
cavalrv quitting the entrenched camp galloper 
forth and engaged the Indians singly; a mode of 
warfare in which the Arabians had the advantage,

* Io this prophecy the flimsy vest o f the Mahomedan Ins- 
tor inn is easily penetrated.

d n 1
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fro m  th e  su p e rio r m anagem ent- o f  th e ir  horses, an d  
th e ir  skill in  th e  use o f  th y  sw ord. A t  le n g th  th e  
a c tio n  becam e m ore genera l, an d  D aliir w ith  his re la ­
tio n s led  on th e  In d ian s  in to  th e  c e n tre  o f  th e  enem y, 
O n  th is occasion , one o f  th e  A ra b  firem en th rew  
a  n a p h th a  ba ll*  on th e  w h ite  e lep h an t o f  D ah ir, 
■which becam e so a la rm ed  a t  th e  te rrib le  d f e c t  of th e  
liq u id  flam e, th a t lie ran  o if  to  th e  riv er, in  spite 
o f  th e  efforts o f  his d river, a m i ,p lu n g e d  in to  th e  
stream . T h e  tem p o rary  ab sen ce  o f  th e  R aja  com ­
m u n ic a te d  a  p an ic  to h is a rm y , w hich in s tan tly  fo l­
low ed . M ahom ed  K asim  p u rsu e d  th e  fu g itiv e s ;  
b u t  th e  e le p h a n t hav ing  com e o u t o f  th e  w ater 
R a ja  D ah ir again  drew  up  his troops, an d  m ade a 
re so lu te  s ta n d  on  the  b anks o f  th e  In d u s , w hen re ­
ce iv ing  an a rro w  w ound he  fell. H e , how ever, 
in sis ted  on b e in g  p laced  upon  a h o rse ; an d  a l­
th o u g h  th e  w ound  was v e ry  severe, h e  ch arg ed  
in  th e  m ost g a lla n t m anner in to  th e  m idst o f  th e  
A rab ian  horse, w here he d ied  like a  h e ro . O n  
h is  death , th e  H indoo  tro o p s fled in  confusion 
tow ards th e  fo r t  o f  A ]d u n  T h e  M ah o m ed an s 
g a in ed  a v ast q u an tity  o f  p lu n d er by th is vic­
to ry . M ah o m ed  K asim  now  p ro ceed ed  to  A jd u r . t  
Bully 8a, th e  son o f  D ah ir, a fte r leav ing  a sufif

* Naphtha balls thrown from engines, and arrows to which 
lighted tow dipt in naphtha was affixed, were used-for the pur­
pose-of setting. fire not only to the linen trappings o f the enemy 
but also to thatched houses, barns, and stacks of corn and 
straw. The naphtha, or petrolmm, is a substance not unlike 
tar floating on the surface of wider. The translator saw several 
pits of this resinous oil in Persia, where it abounds.

f  This may perhaps have been Oocha, The Persian or Arabic 
letters would admit of the words being mistaken by copyists.



(si.
:-r'S•;V̂: :  '.■■'■■;̂:,v-i' . *V.rfv';!., “̂:j J i ’ ' v . . - / ; ' ' ' ' ’' '” H''* j  \ ,’ ■ V . 'A:

M A H O M E D  K A S I M ,  4 0 9

cient garrison in that fort, proposed to meet the 
Mahoniedan forces in. the field; but his coun­
sellors dissuading him, he retired to the fort of 
Braminabad. j§ ||y A ^

The widow of Raja Dahir resolved to adopt 
■the measure abandoned by her son; and with a 
truly masculine spirit, placing herself at the head 
of fifteen thousand Rajpoots, prepared to meet 
the Mahomedans. Mahomed Kasim, however, 
giving orders to his troops not to attack, they 
merely stood on the defensive; and the Rajpoots 
quietly withdrew with, their female chief info the 
fort of Ajdur, which was now closely invested. The 
siege being-protracted to a great length of time, 
the garrison were, nearly starved o u t ,  when; they 
came to the final alternative of performing the 
Jowlu.r, a ceremony which requires the Hindoos to 
sacrifice their women and children on a burning 
pile ; and the men, after bathing, rush on the point 
of the enemy’s lances sword in hand, This dreadful 
step being taken, the gates of the fortress were 
thrown open, and a body of Rajpoots, headed by 
the widow of Dahir, attacked the Mahomedans in 
their camp, and all lost their lives.

The heroes of Assyria having repulsed this 
attack forced their way into the fort, where they 
slew six thousand Rajpoots, and took prisoners 
three thousand more. Among the latter were 
the two daughters of Raja Dahir. These princesses 
were sent by Mahomed Kasim to Hijaj, to be re­
ceived into the seraglio of "Wuleed; and after having' 
placed, all the towns of Si nd under Arab governors,
Mahomed Kasim proceeded to reduce Mooltan,



'̂Sk .......  ! f *i ", ■

ill llflf ?- (SI.
4 | ( )  M A H O M E D  K A S IM *

which was also subject to the authority of Dalur.
On reaching Mooltan, Mahomed Kasim also sub­
dued that province; and himself occupying the 
city, he. erected mosques on the site of the Hindoo
temples* . m .

When the two daughters of the King - ot bind
arrived at the court of Hijaj at Bussora, he for­
warded' them to the seraglio of the Uajhpn ftulefec 
at Damascus, where they remained until the year 

j)G, when having sept for them into his
a.ii. 96. .presence, he enquired their names. Hie 
ti‘'0" 7!4' cider replied that she was called durpa 
Bevy, and the younger Burred Devy. I. he 1.afiph 
becoming' enamoured of the elder, wished, uer 
to submit to his embraces, when • she burst into 
tears, and told him that she was unworthy of him, 
since she had been disgraced on three successive 
nights by Mahomed Kasim. The enraged Caliph, 
whose will was the law, wrote with his owe hand, 
an order to Mahomed Kasim, requiring him to 
clothe himself in a raw hide, arid embrace that 
death which he so richly merited. The faithful i, 
Kasim submitted to this unjust decree ; and caused 
himself to be sown .up in a raw skin, which pro­
duced his death. After which his body was sent 
to the Cali ph , Upon the arrival of the corpse, the 
Caliph, sending for Surpa Devy, said, y Behold 
<« Mahomed Kasim in his shroud : it is thus I 
w punish the sins of those servants who insult the 
« deputy of the prophet of Cod.’ bur pa Devy 
replied, with a smile full of triumph and of sarcasm, 
ft Know, oli Caliph, that Mahomed Kasim re*
«'t spooled my person as that of his own sister, and
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« would no mote have polluted my- bed than that • 
i( of his mother. He, however, put to. death niv 
(i father, my mother, my brother, and my ci$mtiy“
*« men, and* in his death, inditfisrent to ray own 
** ikiêrl;- have gratified that revenge which has 

■« go long been consuming me.” *• Ihe Cabph 
bee am 0:. m u'ch d isc on c e r t c d j an d h a vi 1511 dis i m i ss e d 
the damsel, he lamented over the body oi his 
faithful an d innocent servant.

On ,the death of Mahomed Kasim, a tribe who 
trace-their origin from the Ansaries established a 
government:."in -Sind; alter Which the zeminoaib, 
denominated in their country boo nun a, usurped 
the power, and held independent role over, the 
kingdom of Sind for- the space of rive hundred 
years j but neither the names nor the histoiy of 

. these princes • are, I - believe, at present extant, 
since I have failed in .my endeavour to procure 
them. In the course of years (although we have 
no account of the precise period), tub dynasty of 
SoomUra subverted the country of another dy­
nasty called -Soomuna, whose chief assumed the 
title" of Jam. During the reigns of these dy nasties 
in Sind the Mahomhdan kings of India Proper,
.such as those of Ghizny, Ghoor, and Dehly, 
invaded Sind, and seizing many of the towns, ap­
pointed Mahomedan governors over them. Among

. * I t  is difficult to give credence to this romantic tale; but the 
gratification o f revenge in Indiana, where their honour is con­
cerned, is so strong, the fortitude of Hindoo females so great, 

the devotion of the servants of d ie  caliphs so pure and 
disinterested, that the .s to ry  may he allowed to  hold its place 
among 'others not k  remarkable m the annals of the world.
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tiiese ru le rs , N asir-ood-D een  K u b b a c h a  asse rted  h is 
in d e p e n d e n c e , and c a u se d  the  p u b lic  prayers to be 
read in h is  nam e as K in g  ofS incl. I  shall th e re fo re  
in tro  u ce  i n j  reader to  him  as th e  firs t M a h o m ed a n  
■ ing p i  S in d  ot w h ic h  we h a v e  any a u th e n tic  

aecouiit. W ith re s p e c t  to  th e , 'f i r s t  invasions o f  
the b h iz n y y  O h o o iy , a n d  D elily  tro o p s 'in to 'S io .d , 
accoun ts of them  h a v e  been: a lre a d y  given in  th e i r  
piope* p la c e . I.sha ll rec o rd , th e re fo re , this h is to ry  
of S ind fro m  such s c a n ty  m ateria ls as X have b e e n  
enabled  to  co llect o f  th e  S o o m u ra  an d  S o o m u n a
dynasties, th o u g h  they he im p e rfe c t and u iisa tis- 
factory .



NASIR-OOI3-DEEN KlIB|ACHA.

Obscure 'origin o f  NasL '-(tod-JDecn — his character—  is made 
governor o f  Mootian ■— becomes independent — extends his 
conquests over the Punjab, and nearly to fdebit/ — his power 
is gradually circumscribed by ihe Gukkurs, aided by Julat-aod-
fleeii pjmmruzfn Shah -...is attacked by Shutns-ood-Deen
Attrrdsh*:'■— Oocha taken. —  ■Bhullmr besieged, — He attempts . 
to jly  with his fam ily down the I n d u s p e r i s h e s  in a storm.

" N  o ? w it h s t a n d in g  - th a t fo rm e r  h is to r ia n s  h a v e  
ra n k e d  N a s ir -b o d -D e c n  a m o n g  th e  s e rv a n ts  o f  t h e  
k in g s  o f  D e h ly ,  a n d  d e n ie d  him  a  p la c e  in  th e  l i s t  o f  
In d ia n  m o n a rc h s , p r o b a b ly  on  a c c o u n t  o f  h is  lo w  
o rig in , th e  C om piler o f  t h i s  w ork , d e v ia t in g  in  th i s  
in s ta n c e  f r o m  th e  p r a c t ic e  o f  h is  p re d e c e s s o rs ,  h a s  
e le v a te d  h im  to  th a t  s ta t io n  in  h i s to r y  to  w h ic h , a s  
th e  ru le r  o f  a  c o n s id e ra b le  em p ire , h e  a p p e a rs  j u s t l y  
e n ti t le d . H i s  p e d ig re e  is  o b scu re , a n d  a ll th a t  s e e m s  
k n o w n  o f  h im  is, th a t  h e  w as  one  o f  th e  T o o rk y  s la v e s  
o f  S h a h a b -o o d -D e e n  M a h o m e d G h o o r y ; from  w h ic h  
s itu a tio n , h a v in g  r is e n  to  th e  d ig n i ty  o f a  th r o n e ,  
h e  p ro v e d  h im s e lf  w ise , b ra v e , g e n e r o u s ,  a n d  jpo- 

- ■ life . T h e  g r e a te r  p a r t  o f  h is  life  w a s  s p e n t in  t h e  
se rv ice  o f  S h a h a b -o o d -D e e n  5 a n d  w h e n  th a t  m o ­
n a rc h  e n g a g e d  th e  S u ljo o k s , H a s ir -o o d -D e e u  K u b ~  
b a c h a  w as l e f t  in  c h a r g e  o f  th e  g o v e rn m e n t  o f  
O o c h a . P re v io u s ly  to  th is  p e r io d , h o w ev er, h e  
e sp o u se d  t h e  d a u g h te r  o f  K o o tb -o o d -  D e en  E ib u k ,

— T  • U S  a i | ii S |
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viceroy of India, and after the-death of his first 
wife he married her sister. Subsequently to faking 
possession of his new government, he frequently 
came to Dehly, in order to pay his. respects to his 
sovereign and father-indaw, Kootb-ood-Deen $ after 
whose death, having .seized many of the towns 
subject to the Sind government, he. 'reduced, the 
territory of the Soomuras, whose subjects were a 
. mixture' of Mahometans and Hindoos, to the small 
tract of country around Tiitta, hounded by the 
desert. At first the inhabitants tied to the hills, 
but his proclamations of protection soon brought 
them back to their respective homes ; after which 
he declared himself King of Sind, and caused pub­
lic prayers to be read, And money to be coined, m 
his name, thus' relinquishing his allegiance to the 
throne of Dehly. Besides Sind, bis kingdom em­
braced the provinces of Mooltan, Kohraov hnd 
SoorSetty. He was twice attacked by 1 aj-ood- 
Deen Yeldooz of Gbissny, but he successfully re­
pelled both these invasions.

In the .year 611 the armies of 
A*w* f,rf: Khwaruzm and Khulij, having reached

Ghizny, made some impression on the 
Seevustan frontier; on which occasion Nasir-ood- 
.Deen Kubbacha opposing, them slew many o.t the 
Tartars: but he was at length compelled to fly 
before the a.my of Ghizny, commanded by the 
mi n is ter Mooveiud- ool-Moolk >S u nj u r ry.

In the year 614, Kasir-ood-Heen 
a , h. 6j v. bavine marched for the purpose ot sub-
A T) 1 1 1 , ,duing Lahore, conquered in that cam­
paign the province of Surhind; but being pursued



by Shums-6 od:I>eett Aiimish of* Deify, the successor 
Qf Kootb-mpd-Deen E'buk, Nasir-ood-Bieen lied 
through the Punjab to the banks of the Neelab;

/,‘M which river, not being’ fordable, .the Dehly monarch 
dashing his charge? that rapid stream, fob 
lowed by part of the a rm y .  Many were drowned» 
hot the King, with a few pfhis troops]-; gained the 
opposite bank, and gallantly attacking the Sin dies, 
completely defeated them, compelling Xj^ir-ood- 
Deen to retreat, and make, the best of'his way to 
Mooltan s on which occasion his standard and kettle- 
drums fob into the hands of the conquerors.

On the invasion of Chungiz K.Man into Too ran, 
the nobles of KhoraSsatt, Ghizny, and Cihoor having' 
fled to the epurt of :Nasir-oodd)ecn ICuhbacha at; 
Mooltau, found honourable employment in his 
service; till at length Julal-ood-Deen, the son of 
the Kang of Khwaruzih, haying been expelled 
from his own 'country by the resistless forces of 
Chungiz Khan, marched to the south, and attacked 
the country of Nasn’-ood-Dcen.

The following seems a correct account of this 
event * • —** nlai-ood-Deen having been driven from 
Khwaruzm retreated towards India, and arrives:'! 
on the banks-of the At lock* wnere he was overtaken 
by the ibices of Chungiz Khan, fothis1 situation 
theie appealed, no alter native' but to. perish in 
the waters or repel the enemy, He chose the 
latter resource, and gallantly opposed the infidel 
Tartars, many of whom he slew with his own hand 5 
but at length his army being broken, be retired 
with seven, hundred horse, He was again pursued, 
and again defended himself for several hours in.

■NAftlR-OOD-ftEtift k u b b w c m a , ;&!$
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t h e  m o st g a l la n t  m a n n e r ;  b u t  w as a t  la s t co m p e lled  
t o  seek  sa fe ty  i n  fligh t, h is  hovse b e in g  scarcely  
a b le  to  'su p p o rt h im . t n  h is  r e t r e a t  h e  jo in e d  bis 
so n s , and  m o u n tin g  a  . tires h c h a rg e r , o n c e  m o rey  \  I 
c h e c k e d  th e  p u rs u in g  e n e m y  ; a t  la s t, o n  be ing  
q u ite  o v e rp o w e re d  by n u m b e rs , he r e t i r e d  fig h tin g  
d e sp e ra te ly  till lie  re a c h e d  th e  ban k  o f  - th e  riv e r 
I n d u s ,  where, h a v in g  ta k e n  o ff  his a rm o u r  a n d  
s e c u r e d '. his ro y a l  c an o p y , h e  sw am  th e  s tream  
w ith  on ly  se v e n  fo llo w e rs ; a n d  o n  th e  o p p o site  
b a n k  he  c a u se d  h is  can o p y  to. be e re c te d , in  s igh t 
o f  1 h e  T a r ta r  a rm y . >J,t is s a id C h u n g iz  K h a n  cam e 
to  th e  bant: o f  th e  r iv e r  to  w itn ess  th e  sp e c ta c le ,

* a n d  ex p re ssed  h is  a d m ira tio n  o f  his c h a ra c te r ,  say* 
higv ** Ju la l-o o d -D c e n  is in d e e d  th e  Hon Off b a ttle , 
a  a n d  th e  c rocod ile , of th e  w av es ;-" S o m e  of Iris 
t ro o p s  hav ing  v o lu n te e re d  to  c ross a n d  se iz e  h im , 
C h u n g iz  K h a n  re b u k e d  t h e m , . and  sa id , “ No!  
“ 's u c h  a h e ro  sh o u ld  o n ly  fa ll in th e  h e a t of 
«  a c t io n .” - " T ie  rem a in e d  c o n c e a le d  in  th e  n e ig h ­
b o u rh o o d  o f  th e  r iv e r  fo r tw o  o r  th re e  d a y s ; ,  an d  
h a y in g  c o lle c te d  b e tw een  f if ty  arid s ix ty  o f  his 
fo llo w ers , w ho h a d  e scap ed  w i th o u t  them  arm s, he 
a t t a c k e d ,  a  p o s t  co n sis tin g  o f  a b o u t tw o  h u n d re d  
m e p , who, u n c o n sc io u s  o f  a n y  en em y  n e a r ,  w ere  ' 
.reg a lin g  th e m se lv e s  w ith  a  l e a s t . . T ire"- a tta c k
..m a d e '.. on. .them . , fe..thug.,,,... r e p re s e n te d  : —
o o d - 'P ' ^  h a v in g  o rd e re d  e a c h  o f  b is p e o p le  to. 
c u t  a  good  la rg e  stick  fro m  th e  ju n g le ,  iny  d is­
p e rsed *  th e  p a r ty  o f  so ld ie rs  w ho w e re  feast­
in g , avid p lu n d e re d  them, o f  th e ir  a rm s a n d  pro- 
p e r tv .  H e  th e n  m o u n te d  h is  ow n m en  on  th e ir  
h o rs e s , ' ' a n d  w as en ab led  n e x t  d ay  to  m u s te r  a



troop of one hundred and t\ivent o irien'. In a fe w 
flays 'after, .hearing of a gua'rti.'fcMinposed of three 
thousand 'men being near him, he sdlldenly assaulted 
them, and obtained so large a fpiantSjjty.of money as 
enabled him, in a shoi'lidline, to appear in consider* 

. able force, mid make several successful attacks 
on the troops in the Punjab, driving them before 
him like sheep, till at length his army amounted 
to four thousand cava] ryt.v When Chungiz Khan 
heard, ol these successes he detached some of his 
best officers across the river to attack Jtilfthood- 
D een; but the moment the Tartars advanced, 
he tied before them towards Ilerwfy, plundering 
the country as he proceeded,, On his arrival near 
Dehly, he'deputed one of - his principal officers to 
wait on Shums-ood-Deen Altrnish, relating- his mis* 
fortunes, and requesting a small tract of con t o t  to 
reside on; unless, indeed, he tholight fit to furnish 
him with a sidHeient: force to oppose Chungiz 
Khan, and enable him to regain his crown.

bhum^-ood-Iieen determined not to permit so 
dangerous a person to remain in his■'dominions j 
and it is even said he- caused his ambassadoi' .to be 
privately murdered. He however sent some valu­
able presents to Julal-ood-Deen ; but declared tliat 
the air of India was so unwholesome to strangers, 
that he could not recommend any spot on which 
he; might take up his residence. Julai-odd-Deen, 
comprehending the purport of this message, retired 
towards the (yukkurs, among the hills of Bilal-a and 
Nikola, from w^pnee he sent Taj-oodd.)eeft IChiljy, 
one of his officers, to plunder in- the .food hills,'

V O L .  I V .  E E
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Julal-ood-Deen, having collected about twelve thou- - 
sand men, deputed an ambassador to proceed to the 
court of the Gukkiir chief who bad some time 
before been converted to Mahomed ism, .soliciting 
the hand of his daughter in 'marriage. To this the 
Gukkur .readily assented; and deputed. Ids son to 
escort the Princess to JulaLood-Deen, at the same 
time .stipulating for his assistance in repelling the 
frequent attacks of Nasir-ood-Deen Kub.bacha,
King of Sind, Jida,l-ood-.Deqn at this time con­
ferred. on his wife's brother the title of Khullij 
Khan, and shortly after deputed his Barbik (Usher), 
one of the most distinguished of bis officers, w ith . 
a body of seven thousand men, to accompany the 
Gukkur prince. This force proceeded to the banks 
of the Indus, and encamped near the city ofOocba, 
where it was opposed by Nasir-ood-Deen with 
twenty thousand men. A sanguinary conflict en­
sued, wherein the latter was defeated, and compelled 
to seek safety in a small boat, in which he crossed 
the Indus, and retired to the fort of Muggur.*
Un this news being transmitted to Julal-ood-Deen, 
who had just learned that an army from Dehly 
was on its march to attack him, he left the lulls of 
.Bilala, and marching to Oocha occupied Nasir- 
ood-Deerfs palace. From thence he wrote, de­
siring him to deliver into his hands one Anw-ur 
Khan and his family, who had deserted him on the 
day of the battle of Attack with Chiuigiz Khan.

* I am not, acquainted w ith any town o f the  name in that 
•part of India . Colonel T od says there w ere seven towns, or 
nuggurs, called  Oocha this may, therefore, be one of them.,
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Nasir-ood-I)een complied with his request, and 
also sent to JuM.rOod-D.een some valuable presents, 
himself retiring to Mooltan ; in consequence of 
which* the latter returned to the country of Bilala, 
whence lie had come. On the march lie .attacked 
a small fort, where he received an arrow wound 
in his arm; and his troops became so irritated 
at the event, that upon the capture of the place, 
they indiscriminately slaughtered men, women, and 
children. At tills period Julal-ood-Deen heard 
that Choghtay, the son of Chungiz Khan, was on 
his march to seize and convey.him to the presence 
of the Tartar conqueror; but as he was unwilling 
to cope with his former enemies, and conceiving 
that Nasir-ood-Deeii bore no ill will towards him, he 
marched to Mooltan, and there demanded some 
moks for the transport of his baggage. Nasir- 
ood-Deeh, who expected the Tartar forces would 
invade his country on -JuIal-ood-Deetfs account, 
refused his assistance, and he returned from 
Mooltan to Oocha; where not meeting with the 
support he expected, he laid that city in ashes, 
and marched to the south towards T u tta ; and 
whenever he arrived at one of Nasir-ood-Deen’s 
Villages on the route, he either laid it under heavy 
contributions' or destroyed it. On reaching Tutta, 
the Ray, whose name was Jeisee, of the dynasty of 
boom Ufa, fled; and putting all his baggage - and 
family in boats on the Indus, departed for some of 
the contiguous islands. Julal-ood-Deen now oc­
cupied Tutta; destroyed all. the temples, and built 
mosques in their stead; and on cine occasion de­
tached a force to Nehrwala (Piittun), on the hoc-

E E 2
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dei of Guzerat. In the year 6:20, bav- 
£* {ff% mg heard that Ms brother Gheias-ood-

Been had established him sell' as King 
of Irak, Julahood-Deen abandoned his views in 
India, and proceeded through Mikran to Persia ; 
and a s  the acts of the subsequent part of his life are 
related in the Persian histories, I  shall leave them 
to furnish the reader with any further account 
of this prince, and return to N&sir-ood-Deen 
K u b b ach a , The Prince C h o g h ta y  Khan hav­
ing readied Mooltau, laid siege to that place; 
but Nasir-ood-Deen conducted himself with such 
bravery, that he compelled the Tartars to withdraw.
The Tartar prince inarched to the south, and in­
vading both Mikran and Kecfi laid waste those 
countries, and wintered at Kalinjur, a place situated 
on the borders of Sind; but finding provisions 
scarce in his camp, he put to death ten thousand 
Indians of all classes, whom he had taken prisoners, 
rather than liberate them. Notwithstanding this 
barbarous act, famine and plague both raged shortly 
afterwards, which compelled him to move ; and 
having heard no more of Julal-odd-Deen, he re­
turned to Tooran.

In the year 622, Shums-ood-Deein 
A*H* ?toA - Altmisb, King of Deldy, made several 

attempts to remove Nasir-ooa-*iJeei) 
from his government, and even marched for that 
purpose as far as Oocha; but Nasir-ood-Deen 
having made preparations for a siege, took post 
with a respectable force in the town of Bhuk- 
kur. The King of Behly sent his general, Ni- 
zammol-MooIk Mahomed, (the son of Aby Syeed
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Jooneidy, to whojtn the Jaina-ool-Hikayat is dedi­
cated,) to attack the latter place, while he engaged 
in the attack of Opcha, which Toll to the D.ehly 
anus after a siege of two months and twenty clays.
Oil receipt of this intelligence, Masir-ood-Deen 
deputed his son, Alla ood-Dcen.Beiram, to Oocha, 
to treat; lor peace j but before it was concluded the 
garrison of .Bhukkur became so straitened tor 
.supplies, that Nasinood-Deen, accompanied by 
his family, embarking in boats, proceeded down 
the Indus for the purpose of taking possession of 
one of the islands. During the voyage he was, 
however, unfortunately drowned. Another, and 
probably the most authentic, account of this inva­
sion states, that when Shums-ood-Deen Altmish 
arrived at Oooha, he left the army with his minister, 
Nizaiipool-Moolk Jocmeidv, to besiege that place, 
which after two months he succeeded in reducing $ 
that from thence the King proceeded to the attack 
of Bhukkur, to which place Nasir-ood-Deen had 
retreated j but having no hopes of eventually re­
pelling the arms of the Dehly monarch, he placed 
his family and personal attendants, with his trea­
sure, in boats, and endeavoured to occupy a con­
tiguous island ; but a storm coming on, the boat 
in which he had himself embarked foundered, and 
every person perished. This monarch reigned in 
Sind and Mooltan for a period Af twenty-two years.

| |  e 3
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ACCOUNT OF THE D Y N A STY  OF SOOMUNA *,

E N T I T L E  J>J? A M .

J a m  A fra  re ig n s  f a r  three y e a rs ,-a n d  is succeeded b y  his b ro th er  
iChoban, who re ign s fo u r te e n  y e a rs , a n d  is  succeeded b y  his  
nephew J a m  B a n y —  a ttem pts io  th row  o f  M s allegiance f r o m  
D e h h j, bu t is  a ttacked  b y  F ero ze  Toghluls, a n d  taken  p r iso n e r  

he is c a r r ie d  to  D eh h j, bu t is  subsequen tly  restored  i o  his  
govern m en t —  is  succeeded by J a m  T im m a jy . — T h e Soom unas 
em brace M ah om cdism , J a m  SuIah -ood-D een  ascend* the  
throne —-is succeeded b y  h is son , Ja m  N iza m -o a d -D e e n , who  
is  succeeded b y  J a m  A lly  Sheer  —  he is succeeded by his son  
G ira n , in  w h om  the lineal descent becomes ex tin c t. 'The -peo­
p le  elect J a m  F a iteh  K h an  as k in g  —  he is  succeeded b y  h is  
brother J a m  T o g h lu L —  T h e  chiefs, ra ise  J a m  S ik u n d u r, th e  
son o f  F u tteh  K h a n , to the  th ron e. —  J a m  S u n g ttr  is  e lected  
b y  the p eo p le . —- Ja m  N urtda is  elected. —  S in d  in va d ed  b y  th e  
troops o f  S h a k  B e g  A fg h o o n , ru ler  o f  K a n d a h a r . —  T he f o r t  
o f  S tu d y  taken,, B hukkicr taken . —  S in d  overrun  b y  the  
A rghoon s, who qu it the c o u n try • —  D e a th  o f  J a m  N u n du  —  
is  succeeded b y  J a m  F eroze. -— C ontests betw een J a m  S u ta h -  
ood- Deeu a n d  J a m  Feroze. —  S u la h -o o d -D een  is  su p p o rted  b y  
an arm y f r o m  G a ze  ra t . —* F eroze calls in  th e  a id  o f  the A t -  
g h o o n s ,- -  S u Iah -ood-D een  ■ is  k illed . —  T h e  G u zera tties  a re  
expelled , a n d  the A rgh oon s se ize  the co u n try .

T m ; zemindars of Sind were originally of two 
tribes or .-families, the one denominated Sooiimna 
a n d  the other Soomura, and the chief of the former

* Colonel T o d  observes, that this race o f Jam  W.as of Eajpoot 
origin, and o f the Jureja branch of Yadod, descended from 
Sham a or Sama, the  black god Krisiim
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wasdistinguished by the appellation of Jam, In 
the latter end of the reign of Mahomed Toghluk 
of Ilehly, Sind owned allegiance to that monarch j 
nevertheless, occasionally taking advantage of local 
circumstances, the Sindies contrived, for a con­
siderable period, to shake oil* their allegiance. The 
first of the family of which we have any account was

: I  J AM AFRA.

a ,  h /  740, O f  th is  p rin c e  w e' have no- fu r th e r  
a , o, 1339. n o tic e  than  th a t  he  d ied  a  n a tu ra l  d ea th , 
after a reign  of th re e  y ears  a n d  six m onths ,

JAM CHOBAN.

J am € t?o b a n  was nominated by bis predecessor 
to succeed in m in the government of Sind, We are 

told he was famed for his forbearance 
:1' d ' l l S .  and moderation, and reigned peaceably 

for a period o f  fourteen years.

JAM BANY.

O n the death of Jam Choban, his nephew Jam 
Bany, the son of Jam A fra, having set up. his 
claims to the government, established them, and 
succeeded his uncle Jam Choban. During his 
reign he publicly asserted his independence from 
the throne of Dehly, and refused to pay the 

accustomed tribute. Owing to this, in 
I'm l o g o . t îe year 762, Feroze Toghluk of Dehly 

inarched with an army to Sind. Jam Bany,
E E 4
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incapable of making resistance, fled, but having 
previously secured a large quantity of provisions 
and forage for his cattle, lie laid waste by fire for 
.many miles the surrounding country. By this 
stratagem Ins enemies were reduced to the utmost 
distress for forage, and compelled to fall back on 
the cultivated plains of G uzerat, where Feroze re­
mained during the rainy season. After which the 
grass having grown, and being too green to be 
burned, .Feroze was enabled to prosecute his 
march into Bind. Jam Bany was now reduced to 
submit to the Dehly arms, and threw himself on 
the mercy of Feroze Toghluk, who appointed his 
own governor over the provinces of Sind and 
Tutta, and returned to 'Dehly accompanied by 
Jam Bany, and other principal Sind chieftains in 
his train. Being some time after perfectly satisfied 
of their fidelity, he reinstated Jam Bany in, his go­
vernment, which he resumed with all his former 

dignities. Shortly after this he died, 
a n*i%7 having reigned for a period of fifteen 

years,

JAM  TIM M A JY .

O n the death of Jam Bany he was succeeded 
by his brother Timmajy, who after having 

A*n'5so Passe^ a peaceable reign of thirteen 
years died. It appears from the fore­

going few names that the Sind princes were 
liitherto bramins. *

* By bramins, Ferislita, perhaps, simply means Hindoos.
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JA M  SU LA H -O O D -D EEN .

A fter the death, of Tiimmijy, he was 
f ' !** 7 S  succeeded by Jam iSulah-ood-Deen, who 

reigned tor a period or eleven years, and
then died,

JA M  N IZAM -0 OD-DEEN,,

u | | |  On the death of his father. Jam Nb 
a’ », I39s, zam-ood-Deen succeeded to the govern­

ment j but after a short reign of two 
or three years he died,

JAM ALLY SHEER.

J am A lly S heer succeeded his father, Ni zam- 
ood-Deen, and from the first period of his reign to 
its close, we are told that his government assumed 
a shape more respectable than any of his prede­
cessors; but his reign, like that of the world, was of 
comparatively short duration, and he was snatched 

from his affectionate subjects after the 
£  ĵ *9 short space of six years, when he died,

universally and deservedly lamented,

JAM GIRAN.

A ll y Sheer was succeeded by Jam Giran, the son 
of Jam Timmajy; but fate being jealous of his 
good fortune deprived him of his dignities on the 
second day of his accession.
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JAM FUTTEH KHAN.

C; pQN' the death of J a m. Cxi ran, a consultation of 
the chiefs of the Sind tribes was held; and we find 
 ̂ f . they elected Futteh Khan Sooomna, the 

t l  1423. 8011 Isknndur Khan, to the govern­
ment. He .Tilled ever that country for 

a period of fifteen years, and died.

JA M  T O d k tU X ,

Totten Khan was succeeded by his younger 
brother, Toghluk, who was universally beloved. 
During his reign, the empire of Dehly being re­
duced io a state of. anarchy, and. the King obliged, 
to fly from his throne, Jam Toghluk looked towards 
.mizerat, that nad lately declared its independ­
ence, foi support. To obtain this end, he opened a 
friendly intercourse with that kingdom, which con­
tinued during the period of: the Soomima dynasty.
" *̂am feghluk died, after a reign of
A?f 1450. twe«ty-seven years, and was succeeded 

by his kinsman, Jam Moobarik, who 
was deposed, after a short reign of three days.

JAM SIKUNDUK.

The chiefs of the tribes.having deposed Moo- 
bank on the third day after his accession, placed in

- - g_‘ 9̂ ••. •  ̂  ̂ ^  '
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hi,« stead Sikuodur, the son of Jam Futteh Khan, 
and nephew to the late Jam Toghluk $ hot his 

reign was also of short duration, for he
a! u* i'i52. in the space o f eighteen months

after his elevation.-

JA M  SUNJUIL

SiKU’srjDua was succeeded by Sirojur, a de­
scendant of the .former kings of Sind, who was 
elected from among the people as - their ruler, not 
only on account of his descent, hut from his 
personal virtues. He reigned with justice for 

a period of eight years, and was suo 
ceeded 'by Jam' Nizam-ood-Deeii, com­
monly called

JA M  NUNDA.

. N izam~ood-D e^n- H onda was a prince who 
promoted the prosperity of Ids country- He 
was contemporary with. Hussun JLunga, King 

of Mooltan. We find that in the year 
I  iI’kS ' 890 Shah Beg Arglioon made a descent 

front Kandahar, and besieged the fort of 
Sewiy, then commanded by Bahadur Khan Study, 
which he took by assault} and having left his younger 
brother, Mahomed, in charge, he retreated to Kan­
dahar. Jam Nunda. deputed one Moobarik Khan to 
retake Se wiy, Upon his approach lie was opposed by
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M ahom ed B e g  A r g h o o n ; and several en gagem en ts  
to o k  p lace, m  one o f  w hich th e  la tter  w as h ided ,
•and th e  fort o f  Sew ly  again reverted  to th e  govern - 
m oot o f  S ind. T lie  m om en t th e  K in g  of K an ­
dahar heard th is, h e  ap p oin ted  M irza  K esy I u »  
khan to  o c cu p y  th e  post o f  hia brother j and Jam  
N rnida c o lle c te d  an army, and sen t it, n »d er  th e  
com m and o f  M oobarik  K han, to  oppose h im . A  
severe en g a g em en t occu rred  on th e  frontier, m  
w h ich  the S in d ies w ere d efea ted  w ith  great loss, 
and M oobarik  K h an , who was h im self w ou nd ed , 
fled  to  the fortress o f  B h uk kur. .Shah B e g  A i»  
g lioon , hearing o f  the su cc ess  o f  his general, c o l­
le c te d  a still larger force, and m arched in  person to  
B h uk kur, w h ere  he was op p osed  by K a zy  K avun, 
w h o  was at la st ob liged  to  subm it, and h a z il B eg  
G ok u ltash  w as le ft  in th e  govern m en t o f  that pro­
v in ce . Shah B e g  then  p ro ceed ed  to Sehw an , w hich  
l ie  also red u ced  j and h av in g  p laced  K hw aja B ak y  
B e g  in charge, and d eem in g  th ese  con q u ests suf- 
c ie n t  for h is first cam paign, he returned to  K a n ­

dahar. T 'a .i  .
ja m  N rnida exp en d ed  large sum s for the pur­

p o s e  o f  co llec tin g  a force in  order to recover the  
fortress o f  S ew ly , but was u n su ccessfu l m  every  
attem p t. In d e e d  th e  S in d ies, who had on ce  b een  
d efea ted  b y  E e sy  T urkhan , cou ld  never  be brought 
to  face th e  T oorkm ans again . S u ch  was the  
dreaa. w h ich  prevailed  at that tim e am ong th e  
S in d ies, th at o n e  day a Toorkm .au hav in g  dis­
m o u n t e d  for th e  purpose o f  fasten in g  th e  g irth  o f  
; r  1 one, w as su rrounded  by a party o f  forty  
Sin dies. T h e  astonished, T  oorkm an m ounted  his
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horse in dism ay, in order to  effect his e sc a p e ; 
but the Sindies im agining it  was to attack them , 
th e  whole troop dispersed over the face o f the  
country, and th e  Toorkm an rode up quietly  to  
his comrades, who were at a considerable dis­
tance, H istorians relate that this circum stance, 
connected with others equally disgraceful to the 

credit o f  Ms subjects, broke the heart 
** u‘ o f Jam Nim da, who died after a reign o f
A. i>. 0

thirty-tw o years,

. JA M  FEROZIv, ■

O n the death o f  Jam N unda, he was su cceeded  
by lhs son F eroze, who appointed his relation, D uria  
Khan, to the office o f  prime m in iste r ; shortly  
after which, Jam  Sulah-ood-D een, a distant rela­
tive, set up his pretensions to the governm ent, 
when, after several, engagem ents with Jam  Feroze, 
h e fled to G uzerat. M oozufftir Shah o f  G uzerat 
espoused a first cousin o f  the Sind pretender, and  
was induced to send troops to assist him in deposing  
Jam  Feroze. On reaching the confines o f  Sind, 
Sulah-ood-D een gained D uria K han over to his 
interest, and took many o f  the towns on the con­
fines. Jam Feroze, however, eventually  succeeded  
in repelling these a tta ck s; and although D uria  
K han, in the first instance, joined Sulah-ood-D een, 
lie subsequently returned to Ms allegiance to  
Feroze, and com pelled  the pretender to retreat to  
G uzerat, covered with shame and confusion.

M oozuffur Shah o f  G uzerat, notw ithstanding his
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late disappointment, again assisted Sulah- 
t '  \ m  oodJDeen with a force, in the year 9^6, 

with which he marched, and succeeded 
in expelling Jam Feroze, and himself occupied 
Sind. Reduced to the utmost extremity, Jam 
Feroze applied to Shah Beg Arghoon for assistance, 
who deputed one Soombul Khan with a -respectable 
force to expel the usurper, and re-establish Jam 
Feroze in his father’s government. The two armies 
m et near Sehwan, where a bloody: engagement 
took place, in which, though Sulah-ood-Deen dis­
tinguished himself by his valour, he fell, and the 
government o f Sind reverted to Jam Feroze. Shah.
Beg Arghoon having long contemplated the entire 
subjugation o f Sind, availed himself o f the present 
moment to accomplish i t ;  and considering that 
no one would be more interested in wresting it 
out of the hands of Sulah-ood-Deen than Feroze, 
he permitted the troops to act in his name, but 
after his success he determined to seize the country 
for himself. This period had now arrived; and, 

accordingly, in the following year, 927, 
t ’ d* m i  Shah Beg marched to conquer Sind, and 

occupied the whole country, even to the 
possession of T u tta  itself.

On the re-assumption of the government by Jam 
Feroze, Duria Khan was restored to the office of 
prime minister, and subsequently fell in action 
against the troops of the King of Kandahar, while 
his master, who attempted for some time to collect 
a force to recover his throne, was eventually com­
pelled to fly his country and seek safety in Guzerat; 
but upon his arrival, finding that Moozuffur Shah



Iffil
JA M  FER O ZE. 431 . ^

had died, and had been succeeded by BahadurShah, 
lie returned to Sind; when seeing no chance of 
recovering his government, he resolved to enter 
into the service of Bahadur Shah of Guzerat. From 
this period may be dated the downfal of the 
Soomuna dynasty, and the establishment of that of 
Arghoon.
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H « '  origin — -  expulsion from  Kandahar by Babur  —  invasion 
and occupation o f  Sind  —  A m  death .

T h e  founder of this dynasty was the son of Mirza 
Zoolnoon Beg Arghoon, the Commander-in-chief 
and head o f the nobles at the court of Sooltan 
Iloossein Mirza, King of Khorassan *, his family- 
having always been considered, since the invasion 
of Chungiz Khan, as the first in the empire. 
Sooltan Iloossein Mirza, in the year 884, (A. D.
1479,) nominated Zoolnoon Beg Arghoon to the 
government of Kandahar, and the provinces of 
Zemeen-Dawur, Samira, Lowluk, and Ghoor, not­
withstanding one of the princes of the blood- 
royal was styled Prince of Kandahar, and some­
times, for form’s sake, went to visit his principality. 
Zoolnoon Beg, at length taking advantage of cir­
cumstances, declared himself independent. On 
this occasion he nominated his son Shooja Beg, 
commonly called Shah Beg, to the government of 
Kandahar, The provinces of Samira and Lowluk 
were given in charge to Abdool Ally Turkhan, 
and the government of Ghoor to Ameer Fukhr-

* Sooltan Iloossein Mirza is the fourth descendant of 
T&sherlanc by his son Oomr Sheikh, King of Khorassan, vide 
Genealogy of the Great Mogul, vol.ii. p. 1.
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ood-Deen, while he himself spent the remainder of 
his day- in the government of Zemeen-Dawur,
About the period .when he established ids inde­
pendence, -a lucky incident occurred which se­
cured it for him. The Prince Budee-ool-Zuman 
Mirza having quarrelled with the King, retired in 
disgust to his old friend, Mirza Zoolnoon Beg, 
who not only received him with hospitality, but 
even gave him his daughter in marriage j and 
on the reconciliation of the father and son, Zool­
noon was not only forgiven, but the interest ob­
tained through the marriage of his daughter pro­
cured for him confirmation in his government.
Mirza Zoolnoon Beg was subsequently killed in 
action j and after his death the province of Kan­
dahar devolved on his son Shah Beg, who after 
having first reduced the towns of Sewly and 
Bhukkur, as before mentioned, resolved to extend 
his conquests over Sind. At this period, Babur 
Padshah having invaded the province of Kandahar,
Shah Beg, in spite of his efforts, was unable to 
resist him, he therefore availed himself of the op­
portunity that occurred, in the differences between 
Jam Feroze and Sulah-ood-Deen, to carry his fa­
vourite project into effect; and having subdued 
Sind, settled himself as king in that country. His 

reign was, however, but of short dur- 
1’ d" l V2'i at*°n» ft>r he died two years after the 

conquest, in the year 980.
Shah Beg was exceedingly well read, and is 

mentioned as the patron of literature by many 
authors in their works. His courage was so fierce 
as to be nearly allied to rashness; he always Jed

VOL. IV. F F
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his own troops iuto battle. He. has been often 
heard to say, after an action, that be was. as'much 
astonished at himself, as others who related his 
conduct, and constantly confessed: .that he lost all 
self-control after the first charge.* • ••.-.

*  How many instances of this.temporary frenzy do we meet 
with among men who can form plans of attack with coolness, 
precision, and' judgment, yet when they go into battle are 
bereaved of all reflection, and who, instead of.attending to  
their troops and to the events passing before them, seem wholly 
devoted to the exercise of their own personal prowess. As 
such men seldom survive many actions, they are usually to be 
found among the junior ranks of the army. ‘ Some of my mili­
tary readers, however, may be able to bring to their remembrance 
individuals, in whom this courageous frenzy prevailed, who had 
been so fortunate as to attain high rank in the army.
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SHAH IIOOSSEIN ARGHOON.

^  « « « " *  Ms fa th e rs  throne —  completes the subju-
gi'tion o f  Sind  —  f c f c  Mooltan, ’which h  retaken hi/ the inha- 
bitanU. —  Hooviayoon Padshah tah s refuge In Sind, token; 
he continues f o r  two pears and a h alf — Conduct < f Shah 
Hoossem — promises his dqu fitsr in martian: to Yacigar 
Nasir M irza, and proclaims him King. — Hoamai/oon quits 
Smd. Shah Hoossein expels Ya cigar M ir z a .- -  Kamran 
Mirza conies to S ind —  receives in marriage the daughter o f  
Shah Hpossein. — Death o f  Shah Hoossein Argkooh.

.A*t e e  the death of Shah Beg, he was succeeded 
by his oldest son Iloosseiu, who, following in the 
path of his father, reduced those towns in Sind 
which had not yet been subdued by his prede­
cessor, He also rebuilt the fort of Bhokkur, and 
strengthened that of Soli wan.

At the period that Babur Padshah directed his 
A h 9yi. S’̂ nerals to reduce Mooltan, in the year 
a .  d .  1.524. Mahmood Lunga deputed some 

officers to wait on him, entreating him to 
forego the conquest of his country; to which Babur 
consented, on his acknowledging fealty, and paying 
tribute. But Mahmood dying suddenly, was suc­
ceeded by his son Hoossein Lunga. Slmh Hoos- 
sein Arghoon of Sind scarcely gave him time to 
ascend Ins father’s throne, when he invested Ids 
capital $ and after a close siege, of fifteen months

F f  2
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took it by storm, putting to death some of the in­
habitants. Many, however, were taken prisoners, 
among whom w*as Hoossein Lunga himself. .'Having 
placed the fort.of Mooltan in the hands of Khwaja 
Shums-ood-Deen, he returned to Tutta. After quit­
ting Mooltan, an insurrection of the inhabitants 
occurred in favour of one Shu tush eer Khan , a 
noble of the Lunga government, who expelled 
Shums-ood-Deen, and Shah Hoossein did not find 
it convenient at that time to take revenge for 
the revolt.

In the year 947, when Hoomayoon 
» i54o h'iuLlml! was driven from India by Sheer 

Shah, and endeavoured to collect troops 
from all quarters, he marched from Lahore into Sind, 
and halted near the city of Bhukkur. Thence he sent 
an order to Shah Hoossein Arghoon to assist him.
Shah HooSsein, doubtful of the sincerity of Hoo­
mayoon, delayed his visit for six months, and then 
returned an answer sufficiently indicative of his 
determination not to visit him at, all. Hoomayoon, 
incensed at this neglect, invested his uncle, Yadgar 
Nasir Mirza, with the government of Bhukkur, and 
proceeded himself to Tutta, Shah Hoossein pro­
mised his daughter in marriage to Yadgar Nasir 
Mirza, and also offered to assist in rendering him 
king of Sind; in proof of which, he caused the 
public prayers to be read in the name of Yadgar 
Mirza. A't the same time, Shah Hoossein, having 
embarked in. a boat, landed near the royal army, 
and succeeded in cutting off Eloomayoon’s supplies, 
owing to the influence he possessed among the 
inhabitants. Hoomayoon, thus situated, was com-
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polled to sue for peace, and deputed as his am­
bassador Beiram Khan Bharloo, a Toorkmau chief. 
Affairs being amicably adjusted, Hoomayoon pro­
cured from Shah Hoossein camels, boats, and other 
necessary equipments for his journey. After having 
remained two years and a half in those countries, 
he marched towards Kandahar. Shah Hoossein, 
having gained his point, by separating the interests 
o f Hoomayoon and Yadgar Nasir Mirza, did not 
hesitate now to drive the latter out of Bhukkur, 
and compelled him to retreat to Kabul.

In  the year 9 $ p  Kamran Mirza, the 
I". I. son of Babur Padshah, having separated 

from Hoomayoon, joined Shah Hoossein, 
by whom he was treated with every attention. H e 
even gave him his daughter in marriage ; and pre­
senting him with a large casket of jewels Kamran 
proceeded to Kabul, in order to establish his claims 

in that province. Shah Hoossein, after 
n’ having reigned for a period of thirty-two 

’ years, died A. H , 962.

O x the death of Shah Hoossein, the govern­
ment of Sind was divided between two rivals, 
Mahmood the governor of Bhukkur, and Mirza 
Eesy Turkhan governor of Tutta ; who both as­
sumed the title of king, and between whom fre­
quent dissensions arose, and battles were fought.

Mahmood of Bhukkur was either mad, or such a 
monster of iniquity and cruelty as we seldom read of; 
such, at least, is the character given of him by his­
torians. Akbur Padshah, on coming to Lahore, de­
puted Mohib Ally Khan to conquer Sind, and that

F p 3
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officer reduced the whole province of Bhukkur, 
exclusive of the fo rt; till at last Mahmood being 
reduced to extremities, wrote a petition to Akbur 
Padshah, saying, that he was ready to give up his 
only remaining fortress to any other officer, but 
would not surrender it to Mohib Ally Khan. Akbur 
Padshah in consequence deputed Geegoo Khan to 
receive i t ; but Mahmood died before bis arrival, 

in the year 98(3, after a reign of twenty 
#’« t o  years. Bhukkur thus fell without far- 

ther opposition, by which Akbu r 1 adshah 
became possessed of Upper Sind, and put an end to 
the hopes of the race of Mahmood.

’ " ..................... ..................
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MIRZ A E ES Y ■ TURKU AN

Succeeds to the government o f  Sind after the death o f  Shah 
Hoossein Arghoon.

M jh z a  E e s y  T u r k h a n  also d ie d , after a  reign of 
thirteen years, A. H. 975 ; but as we 

a.'d. 1470. have no account of the transition of the 
dynasty of Arghoon to that of Turkhan 

we cannot form any probable conjectures on that 
head., I t appears to me, from all I  have read, and 
from what I can learn on the subject, that Mirza'
Eesy Turkhan was a Toorkman, and commander- 
in-chief of Shah Beg’s army.

f  f 4
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MIRZA MAIIOMEI) BAKY TUUKHAN.

Contests between M irza Mahomed Baity and Khan Baba, the 
sons o f  M irza Eesy Turlhan.  —  'Mirza Mahomed Baby ts 
successful.

.A fter the death of Mirza Eesy Tarkhan, his two 
sons, Mirza Mahomed Baky and Khan Baba, 
both set up as rivals for the government; but the 
eider brother, Mirza Mahomed Baky, having 
collected the more numerous' force, succeeded in 
establishing himself; and during his rule he al­
ways maintained a friendly intercourse with Akbur 
Padshah of Dehly, frequently sending presents, 
and acknowledging fealty to that nonarch $ but 
during the life of Mahmood of Bhukkur, like his 
predecessor he was sometimes engaged in war, 

and sometimes at peace. He died, 
a d."ism . a*'ter a reign o f eighteen years, in the 

year 993.
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MIRZA JANY BEG TURKMAN.

Mirsa Jaily Beg, the grandson o f  M irza Mahomed Beth/, suc­
ceeds him •—  is attacked by Mirsa Khan, the son o f  Beiram 
Khan Toarkman— concludes peace— gives his daughter in 
marriage to M irsa Eerich, the son o f  Mirsa Khan. —  M irsa  
Jany Beg attends the Mogul army to Deftly  —  is enrolled 
among the nobles. —  Sind attached to Deftly .

U pon the death of Mirza Mahomed Baky, he 
was succeeded by his grandson, Mirza Jany Beg. 
Akbur Padshah,. who before the death of Mirza 
.Mahomed Baky had gone to Lahore and remained 
there for some years, expected a personal visit 
from the ruler of Tutta j but being disappointed, 
and having already taken Bhukkur, he proceeded 
to take measures for the subjugation of Tutta, the 
remaining province of Sind. In the year 999, 

therefore, he presented the government 
a" d’ 1590 of. Mooltan and Bhukkur to his com- 

‘ ’ maoder-in-ehief, Mirza Khan, the son of
Beiram Khan, directing him to proceed and occupy 
it in his name.

This officer, in the first instance, attacked the 
fort of Sehwan; on which occasion Mirza Jany Beg 
collecting a large force, and being aided by the 
zemindars, embarked in boats and vessels, and 
went up the river towards Sehwan. Mirza. Khan 
raising the siege, proceeded to attack Jany Beg’s

' ,c«w \ ' ■ ■ ’
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forces. On reaching Nvseerpoor, within eight coss 
of the Sindian army, lie found that Mirza Jany 
Beg had with him upwards of one hundred large 
vessels, exclusive of two hundred boats filled with 
archers, musketeers, and artillery, though he had 
only twenty-five vessels. With these he boldly bore 
down to engage the Sindy fleet, himself taking up, 
a commanding position on the bank of the river 
Indus, whence he hot only surveyed the events of 
the action, but erected a battery on shore to act 
against the enemy. A  |ho t having struck one of 
the Sindy boats, it caused confusion, which,enabled 
the Mogul fleet to capture seven of the Sindy 
vessels, in which they put to death two hundred 
T . 9r men. The action occurred on the 
a!h4 io{X>: 26th of Mohurrnm, A .H . .1000, and,

November 3. lasted for a  whole: day and night, 
a . d .  i,59i. when the Sindies were eventually de­

feated. After this, Mirza Jany Beg taking up a 
position flanked on each side by a marsh on the 
bank of the river, strengthened it by throwing up 
a In east-work, all round. Mirza Khan now pro­
ceeded to invest this entrenched camp ; and daily 
skirmishes took place between the two armies, in 
which neither gained any apparent advantage, 
though many lives were lost. The Sindians, how­
ever, having cut off the supplies from Mirza Khan’s 
camp, reduced it to a state of absolute famine, and 
compelled him to desist from the attack. Mirza 
Khan now marched to the south, and encamped at 
Ah wan (near the city of Tutta), detaching a force 
to renew the siege of Sell wan. Mirza Ja ny Beg, 
conceiving himself able to cope with that detach-
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ment, marched to intercept it. Mirza Khan, hear­
ing of this movement, detached Dowlut Khan with 
reinforcements to join the Sehwan division ; and 
Jany Beg gave battle, but was defeated, and taking 
to his boats tied, to, Arnool, where he prepared for 
another attack. The victorious army pursuing him, 
invested Arnool, where they were • shortly after­
wards joined by Mirza Khan in person. The be­
sieged held out obstinately, though reduced to eat 
their horses and camels. But eventually Mirza 
Jany Beg offered to acknowledge fealty to the 
King of Dehiy, to surrender the place, and to 
proceed, to the presence in three months from the 
date of the peace, while it was agreed by Mirza 
Khan, on the other hand, to refrain from all hostile 
measures till orders could be received from court. 
Mirza Khan shortly after celebrated the nuptials 
of his son Mirza Eerich with the daughter of 
Mirza Jany Beg. After the rainy season of the 

year 1001, having occupied the forts of 
t ”: j'lo)’ Bbukkur, Sehwan, and. Tutta, Mirza 

Khan accompanied Mirza Jany Beg to 
the presence.of Akbur Padshah, who created him 
a noble of the realm, and his dignities were en­
rolled in the public records, while Mirza Khan re­
ceived great honours, also, from his sovereign; and 
from that date the whole kingdom of Sind reverted 
to the sovereignty of the empire o f Dehiy, as if: 
continues at this day.

/C’X ' I J j , : ' . '  .'.ft .... : A
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THE HISTORY OF KASHMEER.

Some account o f  the situation,the climate, and the productions o f  
Kashmeer, from  the histories o f  M irza Heidur Doghlal and 

from  the Zvfur Narna.

T h e  following brief account o f Kashmeer is ex­
tracted from an interesting and authentic work on 
that country, written by Mirza Heidur Doghlat, who 
is himself mentioned in the course of this history 

Kashmeer lies to the M, E. of the district of 
Pugiy, iii the Punjab : it is almost surrounded 
by mountains; and the valley called Kashmeer 
is one hundred coss in length, and from ten to 
twenty in breadth. The soil is in general, rich, 
and produces fine crops both of grain and saf­
fron, the latter of which is particularly good $ bpt 
the meadows on the banks of rivers being' in 
general too moist for the purposes of cultivation, 
they are allowed to lie waste, and are covered with 
fine grass, interspersed,with shamrocks, violets, and 
iris. The climate of Kashmeer, different from that 
of Hindoostan, is divided into four seasons as in 
northern countries. In  summer the artificial aid 
of fans is not requisite, as a cool refreshing breeze 
constantly blows over the valley from the inotm-
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tains; while the piercing cold of win ter is tempered 
by its-proximity to those hills covered with' snow, 
which shield this favoured spot from the bleak blasts 
that prevail in the neighbouring: steppes of Thibet 
and Tartary. Fires are commonly used in houses 
in winter, and are often absolutely necessary.

The houses in Kashmeer are high, most of them 
having five stories i they are' commonly built of 
ebony. The streets are paved with cut stone.
They have no bazars as in India j and there appear 
to be no open ,shops, except, those of money-changers 
•and linen-drapers. The butchers, cooks, bakers, 
and grocers, used not to expose their goods as in 
other countries; and even now the artisans take, 
in work and execute it in their own houses. >Is .......41*' Since the invasion of the Choghiay Tartars (Mo- •
gigs), the people expose their articles for..sale.
Kashmeer has always been famed for its fruit: 
it abounds with • mulberries, (cherries,; and other 

■ ini its of the north, all of which are of excellent 
quality.- The .former, both large and small, are in 
great plenty, but seldom, eaten by the natives; as 
the trees are cultivated for the sole purpose of feed­
ing the silk-worm, the produce r Tvhich is in great 
demand for exportation. Among the curiosities of 
Kashmeer are the Hindoo temples, the walls of 
which are composed .of blocks of hewn stone laid 
so even upon each other, that they look, at a short 
distance, as. if  entirely one solid'slab;! they are nei­
ther cemented by mortar nor connected with leaden 
bars: many of the stones are from forty to sixty 
feet in length, and from three to fifteen feet in 
thickness and in width. Most of these edifices are
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surrounded b y  square w alls from  five to six h u n ­
dred fee t in len g th , and in  m any parts n ea tly  on e  
h u nd red  fe e t  in h e ig h t . ' T h e  tem p les are situated  
w ith in  th ese  squares, and g en era lly  erected  upon a 
ston e  terrace supported  b y  m a ss iv e  so lid  colum ns, 
each o f  a s in g le  s to n e : th e  apartm ents w ith in  are 
sm all, being" hi gen era l on ly  ab ou t tw e lv e  fee t  
square, and on th e  w alls are scu lp tu res o f  hum an  
figures, som e representing’ mirth, others grief. In 
th e  m idd le  o f  one o f  th e  tem p les is a throne cu t Out 
from  the so lid  rock , on w h ich  is a  m inaret w ith  a 
dom e. M f T h e  tem p les in K ashm eer are, on th e  
w hole, so m agnificent, th at I find m y se lf  u n eq u al 
to  g iv e  an ad eq u ate  id ea  o f  th e m ; and I  im a g in e  
th ere  are no su ch  b u ild in gs o f  the k in d  in  th e  know n  
w orld . N ea r  to  K ash m eer is a d istr ict ca lled  
Tuan a f ,  w h erein , at the foo t o f  a h ill, are som e h ot  
sp r in g s ; w h ich , th ou gh  dry all th e  year round  
besid es, g u sh  ou t from  th e  rock boiling, hot w h en  
the sun enters- th e  sign T a u r u s ; and  during th a t  
period tw o  or th r ee  mills' are k ep t in m otion  by the  
rapidity o f  th e  stream  ; but after a certai n tim e  th is  
phenom enon  ceases, and the spring dries n p .f  
T h e  m onth  o f  cav ity  from  w h en ce  it takes its 
rise has been  freq u en tly  b u ilt up w ith  hew n ston es *

* These appear to have been like the Cyclopeian cities of 
which we read, and which are occasionally discovered even in 
m odem  times.

j  I t  is celebrated for Its shawl'm anufactory. T he  best are 
called Tirana shawls.

j. Bernier visited the spring, and ascribes the "phenomenon of 
its running only in the hot mouths to the molting' o f the snow 
at its source, which he conceives to  be rem otely situated within 
the mountains.


