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And in'Particular,

A N  AC CO U K  T of the E N G L I S H  W A R S  in R E NG AL„

With a cicumftantiaj detail of the Rife.and Fall of the Families of

S E R A D f  - E, D -1> A'U L A H, and SK U D f  AH- E D - D O  W L  A Hi.* *■*
. 1 Gb  L A S T  S OVE R E I GNS  of B E N G A L  aK-d OW'D:■ W ’ «

To which the Author has added,

A .CRITICAL EXAMINATION OF THE. ENGLISH GOVERNMENT AND PO- ,
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T H I S  H I S T O R Y  OF I N D I A ,

By M IR -G H O f.A M --H O S S E IN -K H A N , X ,
• ■ S  f

IS HUMBLY INSCRIBED, Y

’• ™; x : /'  ̂ I
T O T  U E H  O N O R A B L E  f t '

W A R R E N  H A S T I N G S ,  Esq,, j  '
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TWO r u n  A'-TER ms D EPAR TU R E FROM BENGAL, '

B T  T H E  T R A N  SLAEOR,
Y B ’■ yVY.VYVj''-'Ly■ Y- >Vy‘- i"/-A.. r>$ ' 4> V'E

H IS EVER OBLIGED,

RESPECTFUL SERVANT;

N O T A - M A N U S .

Forfan et k#c olitu metninljje juvabit*---- — -—V irgil,
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Copy o f a Letter fuppofcd to have been left In the Hinchinbrooke, in the Hear 

i • 8 5 , as it has neper been anftwered.

*to the Honorable W arren  H astings, Ffq. late Governor General of the 

Bdtijh Loniinions in the luift Indies,

(a) Lacknozi/f i §th February, 178 c.

HONORABLE SIR,

J t  is to-day five years fince I have had the honor to fpeak to you ; nor has it 

been in my power to fee you thefe-two years. Your time is too important, 

honorable Sir, to be mgmiTed, even fbr a moment, by any thing ftiort of 

fomc material bufinefs on my part; but, yet I have been enjoying you all this 

while: I have been enjoying you, honorable Sir, in that reverential awe 

and that high admiration you have imprefled all Hindoftan with; in that 

love d f tlieirb which the Natives have more than once forcibly exprefled for 

your pertbn, and to which you are the only European that ever had any accefs :

* So that whenever in letter; from London, or in public papers, I chanced to

obferve that the belt qualified ju.lgm in Europe had at laft doled with the 

high opinion entertained of your talents in India* 1 exulted in that univerfal 

approbation, as if Lord Stairs's ( 1)  excellent trails had refleded fome I t if t ie

upon even me. Gone are now our joys, honorable Sir---------you are

quitting us— — this piee'e o f Intelligence to which you feemed to have pre

pared our minds, lias Shaken my whole frame, as if it were fome fudden
, '  ■ -vffl'K IdSaBE-M' vbli*'5;' ; x -i • mbsw i ; ff&y ..l.’v, V ; ?tK

unexpe&ed ftroke; (2) to no purpoL' do I fearch for {place in roving from 
_ _ a _ ---------— ------- ---------------- -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- —

(a) Liukoow, at nine hundred miles fre-n Calcutta, is the Capital of the ASd, and I arrived there juft as 
the Governor had quitted it to r; turn ro Bengal

( i )  In one of theft tra ll~ white tliat deop—th’nkin* nohleman examinri critically the ftate of hi; avion, 
and of «Hirfe that of aUKurna ■, in; lay;, that tlieEngliill ar ns hive bee i nnfuce.;Tsful every where, exc- pt in India, 
where ;hev have triumph. J : a fm&ularity which he aferibes to the Clients of the Chatham of Use fsaft (and that.
Ishi»e»ptsfliont).\ .. . :L

(*) The Governor had already feat his C0nC.1t  to England,
fa ‘

rr te'L v. i i r  1
v 1 ; . L iK  J  t r ■ b.'

' ' f 'v . U ,*
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feat to feat, and frpm garden to garden: Toft equitem fid.'t atra Cura -— — -

v V, .<'V ' * tb < 11 V / ' ft V* iV’TC*" * %\
Nothing is green for me now in thofe once pleafing fpots: they are become

fo many dreary defarts; nor am I evef fenfible of my being gone in or

come out, but when I am put in mind of it by my people.

T o  no purpofe is it to repeat to myfelf, that the Englilh are but fo many 

ftrangers to me, and that yourfeif, after all, are' but one of thofe ftrangers.

Soon my heart recoils at the facrilegious argument; and a recolle&ion partly 

pleafing, and partly painful, never fails to inform me internally, that after an in- 

tercourfe of five and twenty years, thofe ftrangers are become my only country

men; that yourfeif, honorable Sir, are my oldeft acquaintance amongft thofe 

countrymen, and, moreover, my partial., and munificent patron; and that, if 

inftead of fhining in die world as the Chatham of theEaft, it had been your 

fate to have moved only in an humble ftation, you would have been my

bofom-friend.

It has been a {landing rule hitherto with me, honourable Sir, never to t:<' e 

a perfonal leave of my friends. But many are the alterations occafioned in 

me'by your departure; and it. is not without a fenfr of jealoufy, I fee Colonel 

Martine (3) hurrying down to bid you his daft fa.rewel, Twice have I attemp

ted to return to Europe, and twice have I been obliged to come back after hav

ing loft every thing; fo that ten years ago, I had fat myfelf down with a refo- 

lution to lilten to the voice of Providence, and to end my days in India: But 

India is become a dreary wafts forme no.v; and I am now preparing to quit 

it for the third time, were it but to'get rid of that emptynefs which every where 

forrounds me.

( ,> ,colonel Martine is or. of thofe French, who driven todejjjairby the miferyand famine that defolated 
Pondicherry in 1760, threw themfejves amongft the Englifti. lie has ever been with them fine© that day ■, 
and alrhoi';’ conftantly employed in difporate affairs, (fo lays the Hiftorian Orate, one of the belt informed, as *

M one of the molt eloquent men the: ever wrote fiiftory), he has never been wounded. Colonel Martine 
is ; man defnous of ail hinds of knowledge ; and, although he is at the head of a large fortune, Which he owes only 
'tc, his induftty, he works whole days together at all the arts that concern Watch-making and Ctwt-faith-work, 
with as much bodily labor, as if he had his bread to earn by it. As an archite£t, (and he is every tiling) he has 
built himfelf at Lucknow a ftrong elegant houfe, that has neither Beams nor Cupola,.and is fo contrived that 
* fmgleman might defend it *gainft multitudes.

t.m»S}t. ■
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I have known your perfon, honorable Sir, thefe five and twenty years: the 

life ofdifpute and contention to which you have been doomed this long while, 

cannot have altered the original fenfibility of your heart: receive then, ho

norable Sir, an offering worthy cjf it : this letter, this artlefs diforderly let. 

ter, has been in many a {pot bedewed by the tear of affedion, and more than 

once interrupted by the fob of regret, and the fcreain of deep-felt woe.

May that Providence, that has over lhadowed you in many an awful occa- 

Con, continue to watch over your perfon in your intended journey; and when, 

after a long feries of yyars glorioufly fpent, your laft hour (hall have come, 

may you depart with recollection enoVigh to remember, that you have been 

an ornament to your nation, a benefador to your country, and a refource to
$ — , X

an infinity of diitreffed. , \ *

I am, with an everlafting attachment,

Honorable Sir,

Your ever obliged, refpedful Servant j 

M O T  A - M A N  US.

TH E

I | C \  N ; v 's /I/*' : V- X&J ■ "<:k .• ■
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A D V E R T I S E M E N T .

T HE public has been already informed at the latter end of the preface that

the Italian or rather the Scotilh Alphabet has been made ufe in this work

to write the oriental names; but as fome objections have been made to 10 gefieral

a definition, it has been thought proper to give here the particulars of it.,
A ll the vowels are to ha pronounced in the Italian or Scottifh way; but as 

there are numberlefs places wher§ the found of the Englifh oo is preceded by an ot 
and three fuch -ps might look ftrange and would infallibly miflead the Reader, the 

figure 8 that is the Gree'ck a has been ufed to fignifie the found intended by the 

double o. It is thus the word Seradj-ed-do’slah is written, or thus Seradj-ed-do’ulah, 

the Acute Accentor the double dots •• marking tire letter on which the Emphaiis 

is to fall, and the voice to beraifed: however the work having been printed by 

feveral Printers, this has been d/fregarded by fome, who have adhered to the 

ufual fpelling; fo that the double o is often feen where there ought to be a 

'Greek as
y'9 ■ j

qh. and alfo kh anfwer exaHly to the Scottifh ch is Cariarach, Gknorchi: that 

is, that compound letter is be pronounced like a ftrong h  or afpiration fetched 

from the throat.

Gh. is to be founded every where as the Scottifh Gh in Daughter, and even 

more gutturally; although in the word Djaghir and fome others in ufe atnongft the 

Englifh, it has been thought proper to follow the ordinary fpelling, and of courfe 

to fuller its retaining the found o f the Englifh gh. in Moningham.

T he Engliih j  i n jay lor has been put after aD , becaufe that fame /  in num

ber of places bears in this work the fame found as the final! * in initials. It is 

for that reafon that we write Djaafer-qhan.
T he

U  v ( ■  .

*  ^ *
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T he words Rao and Ray are often written with two dots upon the hr ft vowel to ? 

denote the elevation of the voice, and alfo to diftinguifh thofe and fome other 

fimilar words, in two fyllables. In general the Acute Accent, or the two dots upon 

a letter denote its being to be pronounced diftinQly from the preceding vowel.

The word Vezir, has been in fome places Vizier & c ; nor have my endeavours been 

able to wean the Printer from that pra&ice and fome pthers.

B ut Printers have been guilty of an infinity of alterations both through chance 

and though wilfulnefs; let it be a Handing rule then that all the vowels of a name 

are to be founded each diftin£tly and in thd Scottifli manner.

Contents of this Firft Volume, in Eight Se£tions..
Civil wars that follow Aoreng-zib’s dtrnife. Bahadyr Shah, Emperor. Ejehandar Shah; , 

Emperor. Origin of the Syks, an order of mendicants who turn Soldiers, and found a 
monarchy, Feroh-Syur Emperor, the two Seyd-Brothers, abjolute difpofers of thb 
Empire. Mahmed-Shah, Emperor. Origion of the Marbattas Empire and Royal family.
Invafion of Urn do ft an by Nadyr-Shah, alias Tahm-Afp-Csli qhan ; Ahmed-Shkh, Empe
ror. Blinded! by his Vizir, irruption and origin of the Durranies, alias Addalits.
Civil Wars, Alemghir fecend, Emperor, blinded. Aliverdi-qhan, Viceroy of Bengal 
becomes independent. Founds a new dynafly in Bengal; which ends in Seradj-ed*

Dow la.

..... w  r —■ - ■

Contents of the Firft Seftion.I ■ v a'- i. v A

The Emperor Aortngeii after a long reign departs this life aged ‘ninety-two years having 
divided his dominions between his children. Civil Wars. Azcm Shah ajeends the throne.
Solian Maazzem, his eldejl fon afeends the throne. Battle of Agra between the two 
brothers, wherethe Jeccnd brother dies fghting valiantly. The elder brother acknowledged 
Empero runder the title pf Babadyr-Shah, proves very [crapulous in his word, but very feeble

in
■ • _  .

\\\JJ  * fdfHif:f-: V * ;7 -,;l
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in-his adminif ration.'Dies fuddenly. Civil Wars hitweett his children. Civil War again,
Muhzeddin, the elder brother unexpectedly victorious, afcends the throne under the title of Dje- 
hmdar-Shah, wants to promote to a Viceroyalty the brother of a dance girl, his tnijlrm. 
is oppofed by his Vezir is a very curious farcafticalfpeech. A rival to the Empire arifis in 
Bengal: it is Feroh-Syur whofi party is efpoufed by two Styd brothers, Viceroys of two 
provinces. The Emperor fends his fon to fight his Rival by whom the young prince is 
defeated, the Emperor himfelfi defeated, flies fo r his life, is arrefcd by his Vezir, .and 

firangled by his competitor. Feroh-Syur Emperor. Feroh-Syur’s fanguinary executions, his 
mean character. Jealoufes between the Emperor and the two Brothers. Singular fpeech of 
one of them in full audience. The younger appointed Viceroy o f all the D scans. Religious 
troubles in Ahmed-Abad Gudjrat and in the capital. Account and origin cj the Sycks, an 
order of mendicants founded by Nanec-Shah, their Patriarch. They turn warriors and 
commit horrible 'ravages. Band-qban-Pini, a famous Afghan general oppof&s the new 
viceroy in Decan and is fa in  in the middle o f his viSlory. his Radjpat Confort refufes to 
live, opens her own belly with his poniard, dexieroufy extraSs a child which f i t  tenderly 
recommends to the by fanders, and dies unconcerndely. Death and admirable character 
of the old Vezir A fe i fa n , Vezir to Aorengzib. Feroh-Syury, who hadfirangled that 
Minifter’s fon, now humbles himfilf before him, and fends him by a perfon o f importance 
a very fingular mefage, io which the dying rtiau returns a very curious anfwr, which 
proves Prophetic.

" .. 1 -.‘V' ( < ■ " ■ >
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P R O P O  S A L S
For P U B L I S H I N G  by S U B S C R I P T I O N ,

IN  THREE VOLUMES QUARTO, EACH CONTAINING ABOUT THREE HUNDRED & FIFTY PAGES,
{ p R I C ® . , - ^ S T T T T - F  OUR S I C C A  R U P E E * ]

• A T R A N S L A T I O N  o f  t h e ,

S E I R  M U T  A Q H E R I N ;
V I E W  OF  M O D E R N  T IM E S ,

B F. |  N O A N

H I S T O R Y  O F  I N D I A ,
F R O M  T H E  Y E A S  I I l 8 ,  T O  T H E  T E A R  I , 94 ,  OF T H E  H E D J R A H ;

C O N T A I N I N G ,  I S  O I B E J H ,

THE REIGNS OF THE SEVEN LAST EMPERORS OF HINDOSTAN,
ANI> I N P A R T H T U L A R ,

AN ACCOUNT OF THE ENGLISH WARS IN BENGAL;
W I T H  A C I R C U M S T A N T I A L  . ' D E T A I L  OF  T H E  R I S E  AND F A U  » F  T H E  F A M I L I E S  OF

S E R A D J -E D -D O W L A H , A N D  S H U D J A H -E D -l3 6 \V L A H ,
THE LAST SOVEREIGNS OF "BENGAL AND OWD ;

■Ta •which the fbitbcr has added, a critical Examination o f the .English Government and Policy in thofs
Countries, as fa r  Jozvn as the Tear 1783 :

THE WHOL.5 W R I T T E N  IN P E R S I A N,
By S E I D-G H O L A M-H O S S E l N-K H A N,

-Aw inu 1 an No&leman <f high Rank, ivho wrote both at Actor and SffcIatif-Eo

i  ^HIS H I S T O R Y , although dedicated to Governor H adlngs, was 

notaddrefled to him in London (it wars intended to regale him with 

thefurpriie o f it) but to a Correfpondent, eminent in the mercantile 

line, who was informed that it had been hurried thither in the 

rough Rate in which it was, merely to afford fome timely abidance 

to that great man, by elucidating upon fo competent and fo uncon

cerned r v’deuce as our hidorian, feveral articles that went far

A . 2. towards

;/|'T 1
|  \ 1 S> J \
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towards ■ •clearing the Governor’s Chara&er: • thefe weijc; u  the high o~- 

«• pinion conceived by thenatives o f h i s talents for G overnm ent; and 

«« the attachment they bore to his p erfon ; thefalfehoodofthe Ro- 

‘ ‘  hiliah nation’s having been e xtjrpated, or,even intended for extir- 

“  j-atuVn : the juft grounds cn W hichShudjahxd-ciaidah w ept to- 

«• war with them  : the erroneous opinion conceived by fome per- 

‘ f  - fops, o f the treasure uj, the handsoiithe Pri’rxcefe at Fejshaci, which'.

“  they fancied to be private property, whereas it was public pro- 

“  perty, depofited as fuch by that Prince him foll at a particular 

“  conjuncture, which our author joints out with its date and mo*

** tive : the o n  .on of the .* ives on N  artdeepnaar’ s death; and
X y  - : ; f e ........... '  ........  ■’ •

**• th ek  deteftatioB of the perfecution undergone by the Governor 

“  from General Clavefiug and his party.” — A ll thofe points, w ith 

fome more, w e re to b e fe t in a .ftron-g. lig h t by this /publication 

B ut in the rough fiate in w hich it had been hurried 'to England, it 

unavoidably wanted much correction in the diitribution and divi- 

fo n s  of the iubjeCt, in the punctuationof the fen fe, and in the fly  le:. 

all w hich defects required the iafpection of a reviewer before it 

could be fent to the prefs.-—Unfortunately, the perfon to w hole 

judgement and care the w hole had been lubmitted (and this was no 

iefsthan an eminent hiftorian in a nation that has now  taken the lead 

o f all Europe, after having been for feveral centuries.. {hocking!y 

defective in that branch o f literature) unfortunately, 1 fay, that 

gentleman proved to be deaf, and upon his death-bed: fo that m y 

correfpondent, unable to fpare any time hlm felf for the infpe&ion 

o f this work, was obliged to lay it by, until a perfon properly quali-
Cu

fied m ightbefound out, and, ofcourfe, untilfrefh m ilr ■ aons ihould

come
f j t O .  /  ;$*/

■■ pp:h7f77V’7'7f V,*/ , '7  If W  7 % *\p-
: , k. .;!■ I 7*7 ■; ’ 't ' ;
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«ome from India. But fuch an . incident being likely to take up a 

whole year more, and the original intent o f the publication being to

tally marred-and already defeated, there remained no other refource 

than that of fupplicating the Britifh public in Bengal, indead of ad- 

dr effing the Britifh public in London.---This alteration was fol

lowed by another : indead. of applying, the profits of this publica

tion to the benefit o f the little fum I had placed in the Engli'fh funds, 

for the education of m y schildreii lent to LiigLnd, I tnoug.u it lull 

as proper to transfer them to the benefit of tiis Bntiiiunfolvent deb

tors in Bengal.

N ot that f  am unaware of the cenfure paffed upon the exclufire

liefs of that difpofition:" but there were drbng motive* for it— la  a 

fojourn of more than thirty years in India, and in particular in 

Bengal, I have obliged, abided, relieved, an infinity o f Indians 

and other Afiaticks, made the fortune of footle, and have never \ } y \

met with any other return than perfect indifference or the blacked 

ingratitude.-—1T h e cafe is very different with the Britifh : taken up 

by diem after a fh ip-wreck, 1 have been atliiled and relieved with 

fo much generofity, that at lad a fmall competency was put in my 

w ay; and the only return I ever made for fuch important benefits, 

amounts to one or two advices conveyed to government, and iome 

fmall trifling relief afforded to five or fix individuals wrecked or 

diftrefieel; a merit too diminutive certainly to be-fet tc account 

in the line o f return.---In red rid ing, therefore, to Britlfli infolvent 

debtors only, the benefits of this publication, l  am confeious ofadt- 

ing with great propriety ; nor is this any new th ough t: the wor

thy Captain Ih o rn h ill, whofe probity and benevolence are univer-

|  • Tally
1 ' ..-"*v V" i  \ p**' \

’ v.A -W. .E ' ' ■ ‘v ' '«T
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Tally kn ow n , w il l ,  I hope, aver, that having fo early  as the year 

i 774 , dedicated a yearly fum  o f  a thoufand Rupees to a charitable 

fociety at the head o f  w hich  he;w as, 1 broke m y connections w ith  

it, on their objecting to m y rertrifting the donation to Britirti infol- 

vent debtors on ly, againft the fpirit. o f the Inftitution.

U n lu ckily  for me, (and m y regrets fall entirely upon the ufc I 

intend now to make o f the w o rk ) this publication has unavoidably 

loll: by delays and contretemps, the only merit it could pretend to* 

w h ich  was N o v e l t y .— I t is now  fuperfeded and totally eclipfed 

by a Gentleman w  11 know n in the literary w orld , and in the line 

o f  tranflation in particular, \ ;o, ’ publifhing his General H ifto- 

r y  o f India (a w ork greatly fuperior to this in arrangement and per- 

fpicuity o f  fubjeft, as w ell as elegance o f rtyle) has very nearly 

A . rendered this flender performance fuperfluous and nugatory. H o w -

V ever, as I cannot divert m yfe lf totally o f all regard For tw enty-four

folio quires o f  paper, that have coft me fo much money, and fo 

m uch bodily labour; and as I fancy that the generality o f that gen

tleman’ s plan cannot have admitted an infinity o f  fafts and details 

peculiar to this performance ; I cannot help flattering m y fe lf that 

this hum ble offering o f  ,a w ell m eaning individual w ill rti.il find 

grace w ith  .the public.

A lth ou gh  this addrefs be poifibly too long already, fain I ana 

to add two fbort articles more.— -A  year ago I intended to print 

the ffrft V olum e at ,my own. expeneg. anti to fiibm ltthat trial to an 

indulgent public ; but the copy fent to England b y  triplicate, hav

in g  cort m e more than tw o thoufand rupees ; and m y little  com 

petency (n o w  greatly impaired by misfortunes and bankruptcies, as

A T )  /  w ell

M \ Vx-r/  • • ’ ... \  /
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w ell as by a variety o f infidelities, that have at laft forced me ro 

look out for ibnae livelihood in Calcutta) being unable to furnilh 

the gieat ex-pence required by this publication, I have thought it 

expedient to lupplicate the public on that head, rather than to give 

any trouble to a gentleman Ikillel-iu/Perlian, w ho had in ip S o  

goiierou.1 /  o lb re l his p i> ronrp, for the purpofa o f  getting it 

printed here by fubfeription..

A ll,  or by m uch the great eft part o f  the pencils fpok en o f  in 

this Illftory, were to have a- plate in their proper places; and 

plates were alio to be occafionally inferted, of fortrefles, palaces,
* un. ' ■!. : ,ii f I* y- y : *

buildings, arms, ceremonie^ & c. See. bur all that is become im- 

poflible, cr nearly fo : the five hundred miniatures fent for that 

purpofe to England being Hill there.— Neverth clefs, as a few m i

niatures have been'procuredfrnce, antTothers may be found amongfls 

the curious o f Cafcutta, this publication m ay fliH"have fome plates, 

or rather as many as the public (hall encourage.

T h is  performance having been originally intended” for European 

readers, was o f  courfe interfperfed w ith a variety o f notes and re

m arks, abfoiutely necefiary to- them ; and although there is no 

doubt o f their becoming nearly fuperfluous in, India, y e t it has 

been furmifed that they would, not prove totally unacceptable to  

fhme Indian readers, even in B en gal! and they have been there

fore fudvicd to fraud as they were,, •

|  ^   ̂ * ' V 1 CONDITIONS
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C O N D I T I O N S .

I. The work to be neatly printed, -upon the belt Patna Paper,

I I . The Subfcription to be Sixty-four Rupees, a Price which, it is hoped* 

may appear moderate, compared to fome other publications.

I I I . Each Volume to be delivered to the Subfcribers, as foonas ftnifhed,

anti to be paid for on deliver}7,

IV. The Printing to be commenced, as loon as a Hundred Names lhall .be

Subfcribed.

V. Although the Tranflatof has diverted himfeif of all pecuniary Views,

he cannot venture on the Expence attending this Publication, but after the 

Subfcription fhall have amounted to a hundred names, fo as to  encourage die 

Printer to go on with, his Work. , ■

SUBSC RlEtlON-S WILL BE TtECEI V£l>

i  ■ By Captain T H  O RN  H IL L ,

M r. PH ILIP .DA C R U Z E , in the China Bazar,

AND

By Mr. JA M E S W H IT E , at his Printing Office,

. * ' vrbv7:;'vC:b-bD'''.hb/bur.'!V--'-: ,• . L  '' ..-•LLb,;';:bi.
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i  T R A N S L A T O R ’S PREFACE.

T T 1 IAT *e- man who has not. the honor to be bom an Englishman, and 

is far from being a Perfian; who never has feen England, and never hadany\ 

other matter in either language but him-fdlf, Ihould attempt to tranttate 

from the Perfian into Englifh, and moreover to appear in print, is fuch a 

ftrange proceeding, and borders fo much upon impudence and temerity, 

that the ieaft I owe to an indulgent public, and to my own character, is to fub- 

mit to their pleafure fome account of fo unufual a tranfa&ion, that they may 

fee themfelves by what a chain of ftrange circumftances I have been infenfibly 

drawn into fo adventurous an undertaking. And hereA am confcious that 

I am going to fall, (through contagion probably) into abqurfe of irkfome - 

egotifnxs ; but as my ftory is likely to give many an inlight into the cuftoms 

and characters of HIndoftan and I have no other way of accounting for the 

temerity of my tranfation, I humbly conceive that, on that foie account, it 

may find grace with many of my readers, if ever I ihall have any.

A bout eighteen years ago,1 when I was matter of an Eaftern Library, and 

of a Cabinet of Eaftern Curiofmes*, I had conceived a defign of fpending 

my leifure hours in a variety of tranflations,' and likewife in a reafoned cata

logue of my Library, Oriental Miniatures, and Antiquities: But all that, with

(*) Thefe had been Collecting for years together, at a time when, Governor Vanfittart and Mr. Haftings ex 
cepted, I was the only European that under lfor>d a little-Perfum; and of courfe, when Perfian and Indian books, 
miniatures, and curiofities bore their own price in common with all other ohjedte of commerce and no more.; 
and when likewife I was the only man that everthought offucha collection: at fuch a time, the collection bad 
colt me full four thoufand Rupees ; and, if a Shah-Name-'Muffevver, which then coft me only fifty Rupees, would 
now fetch athoufand or note with the otheratticles in proportion, I have every reafon to behove, that the cu ■ 
rious in Oriental Literature, a fpecies of knowledge that abounds now in Calcutta, and in which feveral Eng- 
litlimsn might prove alters and teachers, would have inltandy fwept my Collection for two or three Lacks.

c rite .

\ )  w
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• the remainder of my fortune, was facked and plundered at Djeddah and Mecca 

in 1770;'and I returned to India, with an intention indeed to begin the world 

a-new under the patronage of my friends (the Englifh), but with a firm refo- 

lution never to employ any money in books: I had even taken a diflike to 

them, I mean to Oriental books; when an event happened that reconciled me t 

to them again. Such a narrative, I acknowledge, would figure pretty well 

at the end of the one thoufand and one nights, but it is,never thelefs true, and 

to my forrow, but too true,

I h a d  feen fo much bad weaker in my youthful days, and fo often differed 

both hunger and thirft in India, that whilft I was fcraping together the little 

fortune which I fince loft at Mecca, I thought it prudence to abftain from, 

many a comfort of life, in’ order to-lay-by the fooner a provifion for a day 

of diftrefs: But when I returned to India, and faw myfelf introduced by the 

national munificence, and private partiality of my Englillv friends into a little 

competency, I thought it prudence, to fnatch as faft as I could at thole grad-
ft \ * V'

fixations of which 1 had deprived myfelf hitherto, and at thole pleafures which 

were now leaving me one after another. In time, I came to think it more 

prudent and more delicate to employ my fnduftry and time in affembling a 

Seraglio of my own: this gratification, fo lufeious and tal'cinating in theory, 

but fo irkfome and cloying, as well as dangerous in practice, and which to

gether with an Indian cabinet of curiofities, had always been a wifli of my 

heart, was foon acquired ; and whilft many of the Englifh, who fancy I never 

. travel without fome mighty fcheme in my head, thought I was actually upon 

the wing for fome political project • I di verted myfelf with the ludicrous pur- 

pofe for which I was really taking fo many trips to Lucknow. But men on 

the decline of life, who after abandoning t% fcheme of making a collection 

of books, jump at once into the projed of making a colledion of Female 

Beauties, muft lay their account with cutting now and then,a capital figure in 

certain adventures, which never fail to fpring-up in a houfe where youth and

0  A  — baaty
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beauty are junibled/togethcr with old age and wrinkles. I difcovercd that a
beloved girl of mine, was in intrigue with one of my dependants; and the 

confequence of that amour loon proved of a nature which felf-love could not 

put up with, but which a fenfe of humanity and a high regard for the girl, 

would not permit me either to chaftile or tofupprefs. Atlaft I refolved on turning 

the girl out o f  my houfe with a fum of money in her hands; but: upon recol- 

ledion, 1 remembered'that a dear bought experience had taught me, that mo* 

ney and liberty, together, were the very worn prefents that could be made to 

young-women who have alwtys lived immured within lofty walls; and 

fain was 1 to provide for her in another manner. A  Muihatta, that is a 

Procurefs, wasTent for, I mean one of thofe difcreet, fhrewd, inquifitive, old 

■ women, fo common in Hindoftan, where the bufinefs of finding a wife or a 

hufband, is neceflarily tranfaded by brockerage : after rumaging the whole 

.dty of Lucknow for three months together, and rejeding a number of par

ties, a young man of about thirty, flout, and of a good mien, was found out 

at laft. It was a Mogul-Baccha, or man of Mogul origin, and a trooper; 

and of courfe, according to the notions univerfaily received all over Hindof- 

tan, a gentleman to all intents and purpofes. Contrary to the rules of die 

country, an interview was managed between the young folks; and by dint of 

jeatoning and entreaties, I prevailed upon the girl to accept him. She was ie» 

peatedly heard to fay that flic felt bo inclination for his company, but I ob- \

jeded that 1 could not with any regard to myfelf keep her at home, nor with 

any regard to her own well-fare, entruft her perton to her felf. “  You 

want then” faid the girl, with an air which, ftruck me, “ You want then to

turn me out of the houfe, and to chain' me to that man’’?— -----“  Be it fo’*

added the girl,-------- after a ps.de---------“  But you fhall one day repent of

•it” . Witneffes were, now procured, a coritrad was pafled, and die wa- mai * 

ried. The girl received with her own cloaths and trinkets, lomelrnall prefents,

.anda purfe of three hundred rupees; and ilie was carried away by her Jauf-

\  C z -0̂ )  band .
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band.. But what is lingular, {he was bathed in tears, and all the'women o f the 

houfe were weeping likewife; and although fuch a circumftance is always part 

of the etiquette on fuch occafions, there was now an air of fmcerity which 

greatly affefted me.

A  M onth had not elapfed, when (he found means to fefid the complaints, 

and to with herfelf dead : this Was her ex predion ; and there were many others.

In two months more, the girl in a dark rainy night prefented herfelf at my 

door; and I was aflonifhed to find her in my houfe again. I informed her 

that I had divefted myfelf by a public writingfJof every right over her perfon;. 

that (he was another man’s wife ; and that my interfering in their quarrels,, 

would neither do her good, nor redound to my honour i She, fell a weeping, 

and complained that her hufband, in  antiphyiician profefied “ (as are moft 

Moguls,) paflfed his time.in a company of non-comformifts, and had belides 

gamed away her little dowry; fo that (he fomedmes fuffered for want of ne- 

cefiaries, the government being in arrears to him by full nine months. T he 

unfortunate girl's cafe was truly afie&ing; and her tears,— and her protefta- 

tions, that fhe would jump into a well, (and fhe attempted it) rather 

than return to him, would have melted a ftatue of done, and puzzled a man 

offenfe. At laft, after three days deliberation, I hit upon a party, which I 

prevailed upon her to ' admit; for her inexperience was Rich, that Hie 

thought (he could live fecurely in my houfe: I hired a garry or a covered 

coach in a didant part of the town, and fometime before day-break I had 

her conveyed thither in a hamper, after having, as I thought, attended to her 

neceffities, by putting in her hands a draught of two hundred Rupees upon 

Benares ; and provided for her fafety by recommending her to an old man 

who had orders to fee her landed in that city. 1 likewife contrived to get her 

efcorted as far as one day’s journey from Lucknow. We parted with tears on 

both fides; and Ihe was feen fafe at twelve cofles diftance. Seven days, after, 

as I was getting out of my houfe at day break to take an air ing, 1 perceived
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a bag clofe to my door; and on my ordering one of my people to fee what 

it could be, I went to look at it myfelf, and the firfl objed that caught my fight, 

was an arm with a mole and an elegant hand, on a fmall finger of which I foon 

recolleded a ring made of hair and gold wire : There was no Handing fuch 

a fpedacle : f I returned into the houfe, and my troubled imagination made 

me fee in the hall, right before me, the girl in tears, and faying :.« be it fo—  

but you fhall repent.”—

F ew  weeks had tlapfed after this event, when I received intelligence that 

Governor Haftings was going -to depart for Europe : this circumftance, to 

which he feejjned to have been preparing our hearts, (a) completed the unhin

ging of my mind, as if by fame unexpected ftroke. That Gentleman had been 

one of my olddl acquaintances among tlfe Englifh : I had conceived an 

affedion for his perfon fa early as twenty-five years ago; and he had proved 

in the fequel, the principal author of my well-being : his quitting India at a 

time when 1 was yearly lofing fame of my friends by their departure for Eu

rope, or by death ; and when my mind, affeded by thefe difcouraging Ioffes, \

and impreffed with the thoughts of that ill-fated girl, wanted fame potent re* 

lief, became a calamity that overwhelmed all my faculties. Some people ob- 

ferved that I was talking to his pidure, a pidure of linking likenefs, by the 

inimitable Zophanii. I was fenfible myfelf that fo i e Arrange alteration had 

taken place within me, -and I was thinking how to make a cliverfion to fo much 

accumulated farrow, when my. good fortune interpofed.

O n my going into one of the Navvab’s feats, an old woman, among 

other articles of fale, offered me fame broken leaves of a dec ayed book, in 

which the author talked with encomiums of the Englifh Parliament in Europe, 

and with fame afperity of the Englilh Government in Bengal. A Perfian dif* 

courfe upon Englifh Polidcks! ftrange indeed! I took the broken leaves, 

and perufed fame of them in the Garden; and the flyle, as well as the matter,

(a) lie  had Already Cent his contort two yi-au betore,

f y c  f :  having
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^ -  ^  having awakened my curiofity, I fazed  on this opportunityto afford fome relief

to my wearied mind. I refolved to tranflate it, in order to drew the author’s

opinions to a,couple of friends; but on tranflating, 1 found that I hadrin hand

only fome broken leaves of a fecond Volume, and that the firft and third were

wanting; and thefe I found at Moorfhoodabad, on my fbon Returning to

Bengal. M y views by this time had been greatly enlarged by t̂he perufal o f

my author; and after having lightly thought o f translating fome parts o f his

Book, merely as an object of curiofity, but efpecially as aiefource againft grief

and deep felt farrow, I refolved to tranflate tjie whole of it:, as a matter of

honor and benefit, being then intent op fending two of my children to

England, and anxious to add fomething to an independent fund which I

wifhed to efeabliih for their education. Shall I end thephrafe ? I tranflate it

now as a matter of information, which it is incumbent upon me to impart to

fny adopted Countrymen (the Englifh) ; and as a warning which I owe to their

pro! peri ty. Having lived or ftrolled full five and twenty years among them; be-

/ ingle far accullomed to their language, that I cannot, lor want of practice,

write any other fo fluently; having been this long feri.es of years an admirer of

their language and liiftory; and being indebted to their national munificence,

as well as to their private partiality, for the little competency upon which I

now fubfift; the tranlkionis but natural, (and this is but a very fmall merit,

if any at all) from fuch a let of fentiments to fuch another, as would render

me a well-wifher to their government and a friend to their proiperity : my own

welfare, has flowed from their’s, and even now does flow from it.

T he general turn of the English individuals in India, feems to be a tho

rough contempt for the Indians (as a national body). It is taken to be no 

better than a dead flock, that may be worked upon without much confidera- 

don, and at pleafure : But beware! that national body is only motionlefs, 

but neither infenfible, nor dead.— There runs throughout our author’s narrative,

& fubterraneous vein of national refentment, winch quits vapour/ now and

Q} { . * then
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then, and which his occafional encomiums of the Englifli, can neither conceal 

nor even palliate; and yet he is hi ml elf but a voice that has fpoken among 

a million of others that could fpeak, but are filent: Nor have figns of this, 

national fullennefs been wanting thefe fixtecn years. Living myfelf in the 

center of Moorfhoddabad; wearing an Hindodany drefs, and making a prac- 

1 tice in the evening to walk the fleets with only a fervant, either to Men to, or 

to mix with, any company I meet with either there -or in the marketplace; I 

neceflarily get a Variety* of information, which is often out of the power; and al

ways out ofthe way, of any others European: for an example of this, I fhall ap

peal to the tefhmony ofMr. William iVVroughton, now Chief at Dacca, a gen

tleman, to whofp perfon and abilities, no man in Bengal will objeft : Full fxf- 

teen days before government- had received any official account of that cala

mitous event, I wrote him an affe&ing note about the ferment actually* 

caufed in the city of Morfhoodadad, by the defeat at Vargarn near Poonah ; 

and expreiled a wiih that government might receive an early notice of it.

I h ope  it is admitted on all hands, that fmall accidental (lories, and un

premeditated expreffions on an important event, will better point out the na

tional turn of mind, however dormant, than any profelTed reafoning. The- 

unfortunate affair at Benares with Cheyt-Sing, was repeatedly reported at 

Moorfhoodabad with fuch woe-ful circumftances, as feemed to partage the 

Whole Nation (b) : numbers were deeply affedted (and to be affected for an 

European governor, or indeed for any European at all, is a very novel matter 

in India) and they ufed to fay : “ Pity ! a great pity! the father of the

(b) A thoufand rupees had been promifed by the Nabob Mubaric-eddoiilah, to any one that would bring a cer
tain intelligence that lie bad fu n  the governor, (for the uuiverfal and conflant report was that he had difappeared).
Ten Hircanas or meffengers fet out upon that errand ; and one of them comingbackin twenty three days, faid 
that he had feen .his head and right hand hanging at the gate of Bidjaigur. The Prince lhed tears; and 1. could 
hear nothing through out many ftreets, but tbcwvords Afsoos, Jlfioot, and the very words I ha e mentioned. If 
ever an European has been regretted by the Natives, it is this man. Poflfibly my Teftimony may appear fufpicious, 
but I promt that 1 fpeak here* without any biafs : I do not believe that the aflertion can admit of a doubt: 
a general regret has pervaded all ranks, fince that man’s departure ; and lam much mistaken, if tha English 
themfelves, among whom there was once a violent party againft him, are not now pretty unanimous in praif- 
ing and regretting "him. As for the lefier focieties, fuch as tire French and Dutch, &c. I do not hear of a ftngle 
tliiTenting voice.

t o c -  |
v, j  “ Hindoflanies
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it Hindoftanies is gone,— we (hall never fee fuel* another man/* But others, 

and this was the majority, left the perfon out of'the queftion ; and minded 

only the crifis. “  W h at! are we not men as well as Cheyt-Sing’s People ?

“  and what could prevent me from giving a flap to one or two of his chair- 

t* men ? (the Governor’sJ they would have dropped his palenquin, as by a 

a  fignal, and any man could have killed him with erfe. I faw him 

a  at Barwa (c) : he had not an armed man by him ; and his chairmen 

*( were but a dozen of people; and this would have at once produced a 

tt revolution™You talk to me of the Brigade at Behramporc; it is a 

tt name only— there are not two thouftrid men in it ; and a full half of 

“  them will defert on hearing of his death— well, Sir, and the other half? well,

“  the other half— are they not Hindoftanies ? and at all events we are fuck 

«, multitudes here— with each a brick-bat in our hands, we would knock 

s< them down to a man.” thefe and the like expreflionsl heard at that very 

time in one of the beft companies in Moorlhoodabad.

T w o  days after, as a Regiment of Sepoys on it’s way to Chunar-ghur, 

was marching through the City at day-break, I went out, and was (landing 

to lee it pafs by, the Regiment halted ; and a few men from the center ran 

into a dark lane, and layed hold of a hen and fome roots: the people fereamed.

*t Do not make fomuch noife”  fiid one of the men in his Bodjpooria Idiom(e);

■“  we go to day with the Frenghees, but we are all fervants (tenants) to 

JCheyt-Sjng, and may come back to-morrow with him ; and then the queftion 

•will be not about your roots, but about your wives and daughters.” The 

ftreet, although the main thorough-fare, could admit but fix men in front, and 

there had been two halts more, in which time I had opportunities of hearing

(c) Baryva is a village twenty miles Couth of Moorlhoodabad, and Behrampore is another village at one half 
.of that diftance, where there is an army of Europeans and Natives, cantoned in the fineft and healthieft b,macks 
that any nation can boaft-ef. They form a regular elegant town. The army confifls of general in a regiment, 
or two of Europeans, I'evcn or eight regiments or battalions of Sepahees, and a train of Artillery, with fifteen 
or twenty field pieces.

{d) The Bodjpooria Idiom is that fpoken by Cheyt-Sing’s people.

fuch
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ftcli fufpicious words and cxpreffions* that I refolved to write a letter to Co- . 

lone! Ironfide on that fubjed. But two days having been accidentally fpent 

in determining upon the expediency or propriety of the letter, I thought it 

better to take counfel from-time itfelf, apd I went to pay my retpeds to that 

Commander, who kept me to- dinner. He haul a great deal o f talk with me;

“ 1 find no great harm/’ laid the Colonel, “  That now and then, a Cover*

“  nor, with a couple of Colonels or two, fhoulxl make way for others; but 

“ what givfcs me u.acem is, to hear that we are not liked in the city, and 

“ that fome dilalfedion has crept amongft our oWn Sepahees/” Finding the 

man upon the right way, I thought it better to drop my own information, as it 

might produce a counter order to tlie regiment, with lome other ferious in- 

eonveniencies.

W h a t  has been juft (kid, may ferve for a fpecimen of the turn of genius 

of the people of Moosfhoodabad at that time. Here is a fpecimen of the tem 

per of the inhabitants o f Benares' at that critical moment: “ Kill that man/faid 

a young Mogul to Mirza-Saadet Ally, as they were both marching to Chunar- 

Ghur.~-—“ Kill chatman: he is only with another Frenghee in that field yonder, 

flying for his life; fay but one word, and four of us fhall go and chfpatch 

tliem both, and bring you his head; and after that, march' down from 

<f hence to the very gates of Calcutta. There is not one man in arms front 

hu.i ̂ e to Moorfhoodabad, or if there be any, on feeing the head, they will 

ti alldefert to you; all the Zemindars will join you with a whiffle; this day 

u Cwo months I will falute you Lord of Bengal—-one word,— fay but one word.

—-Has any among-.t you, ’ faicl the Mirza, looking to the right and left—

Has any one of you a lancet about him? No*” anfwered a voice: <c A pen*

*  knife? a pen-knife ? ” replied another, “  We? No to be fare. A lharP pifhcabz 

“  or poniard?” “  Yes,— what for pray?” «  Only to let fome blood from that 

man inftantly: Do not you fee that he is in a high fever? Man, you are very 

ill certainly; get yourfell blooded, or go to die Ganges yonder, and take

D  • c< feveral
VjCjr / ~ *
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— cc feveral' plunges, until you are thoroughly cooled and cured: I  he fun in-

tl deed is fultry.”

A f t e r  fo ftrange an anecdote, (and I have heard of twenty more fuch fto- 

ries) the reader has a right to afk m  my voucher, as I was not preient my- 

felf. Here it is: The man himfelf had been an acquaintance of mine about 

ten years ago'at Moorfhoodabad, where I vifed tornake him dine with me Some

times, giving him plenty of liquor, whereas i  never drink ihy myfti. As 

he was a handlbme young fellow, and in high favour w\h ibme Ladies, he, 

when once in his cups, ufed not only to mention tneir names at length, (the 

very thing for which I fought his company) but he had inch' a knack at mi

micking their particular tones o£ voices,"and fome other particulars in a day 

of engagement, as would have raifed a horfe-laugh in a dead man. As I was 

jpft landed at Benares, and examining the fculptures in a famous Gentoo chap

el, in Sevalena, (the very critical fpot where the tragedy bad been a£ted but 

a year before, and where Saadet-Ally himfelf lived) the man percei ved me 

and camedown; and I found that he was in the Prince's fervice at a hundred 

mpees per month, on condition of furniPnirig four horfemen more at fifty ru

pees each. He invited me to fee his lodgings’, a genteel feat, full of fculp

tures; and, to oblige him, f  carried two bottles of liqueurs. As foorr as tire 

man was a little heated, he became talkative, and informed me himfelf of his 

converfation with Mirza-Saadet-Ally, and of fome very curious particulars 

o f the then temper of the citizens.of Benares, as well as of the neighbouring 

Zemindars.

O n quitting my drunken Mogul, I  went to a large ftone Caravan-Sera, 

where I took up my quarters, waiting for my baggage, when in comes my 

old toothlefs broker— Khoob Chelaw,” ftid the'man for ail filute, and 

with as emphatic at a gefture and tone of voice, as if the mafiacre had hap

pened but the day before. u Tke Sabre has worked well” flid again the worthlels 

blockhead, without minding the reprimand I gave him,.for his making iucli 

a mighty matter of a couple of hundred men cut down by multitudes, whilft
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they were either preparing their meat or taking their afternoon nap, without 

any one of them having fo much as a ball to his mu.fqviet: <e And fuppofc 

they fticmld have hat!,’ ' broke out the wretch in fury, “ Ten Thoufands would 

184 have been pouring upon them, indead of Ten Hundreds; and the whole 

fV city would have rifth upon the Frerigees and-their adherents.”

I could  fill a volume of fuch and the like dories, either from my own 

knowledge or 1 ora hear-fky. But this is not a ll: tire man (I mean theMogul,) 

had been fo impniS|«t in his cups, as -to banter Saadet upon his faintnefs 

of hearty and the latter having attempted to fee the other’s wife, they parted 

upon bad terms together; fo that the man loft his horfes as well as his ap

pointment. He came to Lucknow, took fervice with Affefted-doiilah, the 

prince of the country, -fell into a courfe of drinking and gaming, and in 

one unlucky day, gamed-away Loth his wife and horfe, and that too, to a 

man he -was jealous of; infomuch that, rather than fubmit to the latter for a 

a fum-of four hundred rupees, he apbipd to me, and I took his bond, his 

horfe, and his wife, which remained with me a couple of months. The latter had 

been a famous finger and an elegant dancer at Benares; and fo efteemed by 

her troop, that but for Saadet-Ally’s intereft and fupport, he would never 

been able to have carried her away. She was a woman of an agreeable 

perfon and much fenfc; and fhe not oiily confirmed to me the above ftory, 

but mentioned feme other matters, which fbew that the difaffcction to the• i

Englilh had rifen at once to a height all over the country, and amongft the 

principal men that frequented Saadet-Ally's court. Two months after, the 

man came to me wounded, and brought me three hundred and twenty 

rupees, and T returned him his bond, horfe, and wife.

, T he inference to be drawn from thefe fentiments of the people at large, 

is now known in Europe; and fome perfons o f Bengal, to the number of 

eight or ten, may Have at that time fufpefted the difaffe&ion of die natives;

bra I had opportunities of knowing it feveral -years before; when about the
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year 1778, I made application to Mr. B. for his inter#, as I intended to 

obtain the office of provincial Fodjdar of Moorfhoodabad. In enumerat

ing foms of the qualifications, neceflary fora man in that ftation, I chanced 

to mention.an open table; and I added, that as the emoluments of fuch an 

office could not afford the expence, I would endeavour to find it in my 

own private parfe, as a political engine of great ufe. X was going on with 

my harrangue, whilft we were walking towards die tea-table, tirough a dark 

hall, when at the word political engine, I obferved the gentleman turn his 

head to the right, and endeavour, but in vain, to ftifle a bu.rft of laughter; 

the Ladies in the room prevented my defcanting any more upon that new 

political engine. Surely a man of fo much genius and knowledge, was not 

to be informed, that in a populous capital, the umbaffiidor, who, being abfte- 

nious hinffelf, can give entertainments ofineil, is always the beft informed.

By the fame rule, an open table for a dpzen of perfons, and an exhibition 

of fin© dancers once a week, ought to be two important parts of the politicks 

ol a Fodjdar of fuch a city in time pfjvar : theffi will attvad fucteffively, all; 

the company good or bad in the city: men naturally unbend their minds 

and fall off their guard in fuch affemblies of pleafure ; and if he be in intel

ligent man himfelfj, and by all meins an abftemious one, and alfo heartily 

mixes in converfatioa, he will learn more in one week’s time with an open 

table, than fifty harcaras or fpies could tell him in fix months. Mr. B. 

feated at the top of a towering lofty tree, could defcry from a far the elephants 

and rhinocerofes that came to tear off feme branches of the tree, and the 

tygers and bears that wanted to climb up to it : In the humble ffation in 

which I moved, clofe to the trunk, I was too low to difcover any rising 

of thofe : elephants and tygers, but very properly feated, however, to difcover 

Liiofe myriads of white ants that were approaching the trunk in their covered 

ga. u ies; an;, aknough I pretended to no knowledge either in politicks or in 

phyfics, I knew for certain, that if  ever they devoured the bark, there was an 

end of the tree. f^""\ rj.
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T he reader accufiom.ed to read the accounts of India tbefe twenty or thirty 

years paft, will poffibiy wonder at my warning him againft the difafFe&ion 

of a nation, which, by all accounts, feermto be the tamed, and mod pufil- 

lanimous fet of men, on the face of :he earth, and the mod incapable of 

any manly exertion, I acknowledge the charge; but even after having 

admitted it in a very extent!ve fenfe, wc (hall dill find that it cannot be 

an iadifedrainite one : we mall find here and there exertions that would do 

honour to any Et *opean nation. W e {hall find a Hadji-Yooluf-Khan,

-defending Madura, with an activity and perfeverance, that cod the 

Englifli more blood and trouble in s  few months time, than had done the 

whole French war in India in as many years : W e Khali find a Morari-Rab, 

breaking; with fifteen Troopers through a whole regiment of European 

Englifli, ranged fquare upon four in depth, and after the fquare had clofed 

■ up arid fhut him within, we llvdl find him breaking out on the oppofite 

fide, binifelf the fixtk, and cfcaping fafe : We {hall find in the A8d province 

a finr.ll, pityful, mtid-enclofiire, defended only By twelve Radjpoots, who, re- 

fufirtgtofurrcnder, wound and kill tWo 'Englifli and fifty SipaheeSj (that is 

twenty times more in proportion, than had cod the great and decifive battle 

of Plafly and Baefar,) fiuppoft aflaultS and reduced to fix, are taken wounded'

and fighting, - ■ ■' ? J '

N or are thefe, fo folkary fifei b as we are apt to imagine : to-my wonder 

and amazement 1 find that they are only feme loofc finks of a chain that feerned 

once to bind the whole nation at larg f̂- TKe perufal of the prefenc hbtory has 

neceffarily altered my private ideas of t he Indians; a foreign yoke and a long 

peace may have enervated, and emafeuLuedthem ; and theequalind fteady, 

though li ght preffure, of the Etigliih gtkff may ie e p  their necks bowed to 

the gro1 jnt5 . yjit this liiitory evinces, that tKt> have been very lately quite a- 

notht 0f  men from what they appear to. be now. What fhall we fay of a 

man t jiat tells his friend, “  get upon my Horfe, and fly : I win ftand alone at

, j  “  th e
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<£ the door of your tent and fight myfelfout againfl: thefe armed men that are

*fi coming for yon : I will be cut down at laft undoubtedly * but you (hall 

gain half an hour’s diftance ;■ and this will fave you, farewefl”— the rnah 

does' as ;he fays, and is Cut down ; tut his friend diftances his purfuers and 

~efcap.es vinlilirt. What flaU we fay of a woman, a delicate Ptincds of the impe

rial biped* who poffdfy‘had never heard the report e f  a mulquet ?. ’ her quar

ters,; fomewhat afunder front the main army/ are attacked j y  a Tuperior 

force: the troops placed for her guard are going to be over powered ; in 

that critical, trying -moment, this delicate priacefs, .turns out an heroine at 

once ;: ihe flings away her mafk and veil, gets upon a war-Elephant, pufhes 

on to the enemies, kills and wounds people to the right and left with her ar

rows, arid repeatedly cries aloud : “  If you behave like women I declare to 

** you that women fliall behave like men»’J

L ook  yonder at that inactive, incapable, e-fTeminate Cotan+JVritfr •; he is at 

tjiis moment mightily .taken up with admiring flights of,pigeonsj'- and he has 

been admiring them tilde twenty years paft feme thoufands of .times.

Would you fufpecl: .him to day to be the ielf-identical man, who con

trived and executed, that hercical repeat of his., through the ■ huddle 

of ten thoufand nreiulia: had broken igfo hivhoufe, ^nd were-actually firing at 

him from the top of the wails? he contrives-and executes that retreat through 

a whole army, himfelfthe fixtf;enth : he executes ft, like jt; rough determined 

grenadier, killing and wounding , five or fix men to the right.and left : fifty 

times turning about upon hi$; purfuers, y ard. fifty times pafiung forward only 

to gain fome refpite, in order to turn aimout again fifty times more : his num

bers at laft are reduced to fix men, foment with the exertions of the retreat and 

the fatigue of the way, lie is goirig to be over powered;, •*? J>rinee> cries a •

“  young man of twenty two, your life is deftined to procure a Jfubfift-ence to.

“ thoufands and ten thoufands ; but mine is only that of an individual: Ruli 

“  forwards and gain a couple o f hundred yards: I undertake mean wl “ ’ie to 

bring our purfuers to a Hand .’’— This young man does as he fays, is

, . ^  overpowered
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' overpowered and cut down ; but mean while the Prince duhnces his purfuers,

and efcapes nimfelf the fifth. This Prince is no other than Shah-Aalum
1 •. „ *V . ... % ,,,•

himfeif, the reigning Emperor of Hindoftan.

Bn rail this, however, feems to be greatly inferior to Aly-Verdv-Kban's re

treat from Midnapore to Catwa, for the fpace of feven days, through a miry 

country, under inceflant Ihowers of rain, with no bed for any man in the army

but the baregi uind, no coveting but the Canopy of heaven, and no food but
v  ■ x

field-grafs and leaves. Uiilory records but two retreats to my remem

brance : that of the ten thoufand, which implies contradictions and impro

babilities without number, and bears evident marks of being a romance, 

like the life of Cyrus; and the other, that of MareLial de Bellille from 

Prague. Both the one and the other were conducted over a mountainous 

trad of Land ; and both armies were never overtaken, but partially. Bel- 

lifle in particular had ftolen a march on the enemy, and was never attacked, 

but by his light Cavalry. But Aly-Veidi-Khan’s retreat was over a flat 

ground, and over boundiefs plains, under a perpetual feries of engagements, 

and under all the difadvantages which we have juft mentioned, and which 

may be feen at length in our author.

T he Indians then have been a'more dangerous nation than they feemto be i

now: They may be in a Humber; but they may awake, and they defervea |

more watchful eye than the Englifh Government feems to think; our author | !

fays, a more winning deportment, and a more carefling hand, than feems to
' I  Sr

be the genius and turn of mind of rbbir conquerors.

• A fter having taken fo much liberty with the public, as to differ from it

on the- opinion that ought to be entertained of the Indians ; and prefumed fo

far upon the patience of my readers, as to have talked To much of myfelf, it

may be expedted I (hould fay fomething of my author j his matter is cer tainly

novel, there being no other hijftory extant on that fubjedt in any language;.

and as fuch, it cannot fail to pleafe, at a time when all Britain is intent upon

| ■" ....— di e
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tbetraniadious intheEaft: he will, however, be found to fpeak for himrelf abr n> 

dandy: he fpeaks of himfclf, of his family, of his connedicas, of his own pri

vate concerns, in. fo many places of his hiftory, that he has, without designing 

it, delineated the features of his own mind : he appears almoft every where, 

a fenfitle, well informed, grave, fincere man : hk  ftyte is free enough 

from thofe blemifhes which would give offence in Europe, and which 

charade-rife all Eaftern produdions: I mean, metaphors and allegories with

out end, and antithefes without number, with a greatef ■ ■ utvntion to the jing

ling of a cadenced profe, than to.the clearnefs of the fente, or the accuracy of 

die didion. He performs exactly enough the promife made in his preface, of 

his intemlmg to-recount in- a plain nnotnu-mented ftyk > and h- appears, m. 

general to be an honed, man, and a zealous patriot; but fliould any rigorous 

reader take offence at fome defeds which are to be feen in his fafffory, and 

which ought to be attributed rather to the writer’s education, country*. and 

ap-c, his feverity would be infallibly difarmed on perufmg the following paf- 

fage, which I dial! tranferibe whole.

After having recounted the unjuft death of two illuftr-ious brothers, inhu

manly hacked to pieces by Seradj-ed-dowlah’s orders, and in his prefence, he. 

goes on in thefe words: “  The innocent blood fpilled on that occafion, prov- 

« ed to be as fertile as that of Siavofh of old : It produced a feries of events 

“  that proved fatal to that power and dominion, which Aly-Verdi-Khan Had 

{< been rearing with fo much labour, and with fo much toil: It lighted up a 

“  blind fire/ which commenced emitting fmoke foon after thefe two murders 

«  had heen perpetrated; and, which brealfng out in flames at laft, deftroyed,

« in its progrefs, all that numerous family; and extending its ravages fiir and 

« wide, confumed every thing in thofe once happy regions of Bengal, and 

u  proflrated and overwhelmed totally thofe rich provinces, which it has re- 

« duced to a heap of afhes and yet fmoaking coals: It verified that tremendous 

« fentence, once revealed to die Prince of MeffengerS: So JJ.alt thou Have fan's y 

,f and fo Jhalt thou receiver ..,, A r t s
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ee A fter that unhappy tranladlion, Aly-verdi-khan returned to his capital, 

and his fcm-irs hw, Sayd-ahmed-qhan, took the road of Pooraniah; but the 

“ latter was uneafy in his mind, and thoughtful, at what he had leen and heard 

“  lately; and as this had put an end to all the confidence which he had hi- 

w therto repofed in his uncle and the nephew, he refolved, henceforward, to

“ fpare nothing that might fecure himfelf in his poll; and it is from that ve-
i . • *

“  ry time, that an avenging providence commenced providing materials 

“ for it’s future exertions. But, as it is the faithful hiftorian’s duty to bring 

“  to light whatever he knowi with certitude, I fhall take the liberty to af- 

f/ femble fuch events as are come to my knowledge, and to fpeak o f them 

** precifely as«they have happened, without being biafled by either envy 

e< or love, and without flattrering either fide or party. I repofe fo much 

tf confidence in the candor and equity of my generous readers, as to flatter 

“ myfelf, that without fuffering their minds to be darkened by the drift of 

u  difcontent, they fhall abate in behalf of the poor man (me), fomething 

ee of the punctilious delicacy of their tafte; and that they fhall overlook aH 

“ the Wemiihes of this hiftory, in favour of it’s fmcei ity and exadtkude: I flat- 

“ ter myfelf, I fay, that they fhall cover the writer with the cloak of forbear- 

“ ance, flrould they judge the writing itfelf unworthy of their praife.”

After an harangue fo affedting, it is difficult to judge die author with any 

feverity: If then, I have been obliged to fpeak of fome blemillies of his hiftc- 

ry, it is becaufe I felt that they might difguft European readers, little accus

tomed to put a difference between the defects Of the compofition itielf, and 

thofe which are incident to the writer’s education, language and country ; and 

likewife becaufe I have been obliged to account for fome flight alterations and 

additions into which I have been occafionally drawn, in order to adopt my nar

rative to the prejudices and particular tafte of my readers; and it is in that 

view, that I fhall touch upon certain obfervations, which feem particularly to 

be of the tranflator’s province, how faulty and inadequate foever Ills tran-

flation may prove. f  '\x r  \
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A ll the Eadern Authors, at leafl thofe T have feen, know mtlmig of tranU- 

tlon, that is, of that art, which by the means of one or two-pnrafes that look 

either way, connects two feparate fuhjeds, and fcrves as a bridge of communi

cation to crofs over from one to the other. They feem to be {bangers to that 

art; fo that the reader at every new fubjed, is flopped Short, to be ,.ried 

over by a boat. Our author, like every one of them, pafles fom  one fubjed
"V- .. ■ %. |

to another, with an oo, that is, the particle and: From the A fghan War, to the 

affairs of Bengal. But here I have fome fmall refource againft fo hidden, and 

fo abrupt a change of hands: I can lay, and I have {aid; Matters were not fo 

prefpereus m Bengal: •—  Let m nozv refume the affairs c f Bengal: — the courfi of 

our hi fiery requires that we fim ld  revert to the affairs of the capital: —  It is to he 

mjksd we couldfpeak with as much prec'tfwnof the affairs of the Decan;— -and thefe 

little additions will anfwer fome purpofe, and {hall be forgiven me, I hope, 

by the public; but how to manage with a man, who often interrupts the nar

rative of public affairs, to talk of himfelf, of his brother, Naky-aly-kban, of his 

Djaghir or Landed Effate, of his glorious Mother, whofe JhadozU may long re~ 

main fir etched over her fon, the poor man,— &c. Sec. Who, after hay in? menti

oned with wonder, how Governor. Mailings conceived and e.xcuted the 

projed of fending two Englifh armies acrofs the whole continent: of India,

and was very nearly doing with Poonah, what fome others had done with Moor*
P 'v lv X P y fp  P

fhoodabad and Lucknow, gives a fpnng at once, jumps over my head, and

then twins abcut, to tell me abruptly, and the poor man went to Calcutta, hadfomt

iniertdews with the Navvah Djiladet-djmng, the valiant Governor Hujhtin, and

J’Poke to- him of his Djaghir, I have no fdource againfl fuch an unexpeded leap;

I am obliged to have recource to fame aukward addition o f my own, and

to bring the new' fubjed about by Lme fuch words as thefe: It was in thofe days

c f  trouble and anxiety that I  was obliged to repair to Calcutta; and to a d d r e fs  the

Governor upon my Djaghir. He Jdid, befaid, and he faid; are the only words the

iEaftern Writers make ule of, to repeat a dialogue, even a mod animated one;

h i ; mt-
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«or were the Greeks and Latins much before them in that particular, the 

Fdcts efpecially, although to make us feme amends probably, they never fail 

to inform us that their hero fpoke with his mouth (a). No European reader 

now will bear fuch a repitidon of the words; he [aid, and I am obliged to en

liven the dialogue by intermixing it with the following expreffiens, fo com

mon in an European conversation: He anfwerad— his antagon'/ rejoinedNo

'■ /aid he, with a/urpi ife : youwgbt replied the othet with a fmik,
\  ’

M ah m eo - y a R', aii officer o f determined courage, was fent with two 

thoufand men to intercept a convoy of treafure : He marches over a trad of 

feventy-two codes, in fix and thirty hour?, over-takes the convoy with only 

feventy men, and had defeated the efcort, and leased the mohfey, by the time 

'his troops are joining him by fcores. Our author adds, with one and the fame 

breath, and the Navvab was difpleafed with him, and he quitted the fervice. Here 

the narrative ieems to be interrupted by feme chafm; and I am obliged to 

fill it up by adding: “  Such an important fervice, inftead of making his for- 

<e tune, ruined him in the Prince’s mind: He took ombrage ac lb daring a 

■‘c character : A  coolnefs enfued; and the man difgufted, quitted die fervice.”

Such and the like inch;fpenfihle..liberties, although taken with ever fo {par

ing a hand, (hall poffibiy lurprile thofe Gentlemen employed at the public of

fices of Calcutta, in mandating Perfian Letters. I acknowledge with them, 

that Letters connected with twenty matters actually paffing in review, may 

.bear, nay often require, fuch a dry, (cmpulous tranflation, where even the 

turn of the phrafe is obligatory; but In a narration of any length, in an hifto- 

•ry of the times, I am convinced that it could not anfwer ; and-I hope that 

they {hall upon clue confiderarion, indulge me with their connivance, if  not 

favour me with their approbation.

I h ad  atfirft translated about a hundred pages.ofmy author, (the laft part of 

■ his firft volume) in that fcrupulous manner; and thetranflation went pretty eafily

(a) Ore fatus: Qre effeta.

h- a  ̂ j i^ p  down
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' down WJth me on my perufing it by a couple of pages at a time, juft as I. tram

fiated it_but when I came to read the whole, 1 acknowledge I found myfelf

tired, fick, of my performance, jaded to death, and unable to drag my atten

tion to the twentieth page; and if this has been the cafe with mylelf, how 

could I pretend to engage the attention of my readers ? I have been obliged 

therefore to fct-up a method of my own: I read a few pages of the original in 

the evening, thought the whole of them in Englifh a coup! of hours after; 

and the next morning chewed the cud over, by reading and tranflating phrafe 

after phrafe; fometimes connetting by one or two words what feemed dis

jointed, and then parting what 1 thought confufed; and not Seldom pruning 

what appeared too European in my tranilation, or elfe paring what feemed 

to ftep afide from the text. I acknowledge,, indeed, that I might have 

read a whole page, and after having thought it in Englifh, might have 

couched it down in one and the fame breath; but this would have proved to 

be my own ftyle, of which the public cares little,and not the ftyle of Seyd 

.— Gh81am— huflein— khan. Upon the whole then, I can affure the pu

blic that this tranilation, aukward, and inadequate as it ihail probably 

come to be, is in general a faithful and a literal one.

A nd here it becomes proper to inform the reader, of fotne other devia

tions from the letter of my author, to which, I have thought myfelf obliged.

The author for inftance, (peaks firft of .Mahmed-amin, then of Saader-khan, 

a few pages after of Burhan-el-mulk, laflly of Burhan-el-mulk-faadet-khan; 

and yet it is one and the fame man. At the fiege of Bedjapoor by Aoreng-zib, 

his eldefl fon Soltan-mliazzem, is called within the Short period of fix pages, 

Shah-aalum, then Sdltan-mahommed-muazzem, then Mahommed-tniiaz- 

zem, then Bahadyr-fhaw, then Soltan-mahommed-bahadyr-fhaw, altho 

this prince was not complimented with the title of Bahadyr-fhaw, but 

feveral years after, when he afeended the throne, Suchafucceffion of names on

. • ' \__J  . : s
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the fame man occafions in the reader’s idea, dill more confufion thanthofe 

titles of Earl and Duke of fuch and fuch country, caufe in the Englifh hif- 

tory, where you fee the fame title, or if you will, the fame name, borne fuccef- 

fively by noblemen that had not a foot pf land in thofe countries, and were 

of different, and fometimes of inimical lamilies. But yet, in the Englifh 

In dory, the fame man carries the fame title or name, throughout a 

whole reign, or even farther, whereas, here the felf fame man palling' 

and repaffing before you, round and round, with a number of new 

perfonages, and at each time with a new mafk, and in different drefs; 

you come at lafl to miftake and confound the indenticity of his per- 

fon (6). To remedy that confufion, which has fo much puzzled meat 

times, I have made it a point to flick invariably to the firft name under which 

I .be a man, and to carry him under that name throughout his whole hiftory.

But even this rule, general as I have made it, has differed fome deviations* 

which 1 have thought to be unavoidable: for intlance, there is no mentioning 

a Mirza-djeladdeen-haider, fiili left a Mirza-mehmedor or a Mirza-fhah- 

cooly-khan : for the Englifh know nothing, but of Sudjah-ed -Doulah, andr 

nothing but of Seradj-ed doulalv. Neverthelefs fuch is my hard cafe, that 

although I have mentioned this, is an exception to. my rule, I have been 

obliged to except upon the exception itfelf: 1 have been obliged amongfl 

the feveral fucceffive names of one and the fame perfon, to attend to that 

which the Englifh were raoft accuftomed to; for inftance, in my original,

Naffyr-ed-doulah Viceroy of Decan is the name generally ufed: it is that known 

in the Decan and in Hindoftan; but the Engiilbare aecuilomed to Naffyr- 

djung; Mehabet-djung, is the name generally ufed in Bengal.— But the 

Engifh never heard but of Aly-verdy-khan.— By the fame rule Alemghir is

(6) This teeming-defeit arites from that cuftom in Hindoftan offtianaging the convei fatk n in fuch a man
ner with a great man, as that all his titles ihould fucceffively, and yet undefignedly, find a place in i t : this at, 
tentionis of the bon ton, and is never difpenfed with amongft the natives. The Engiiih always fupported hy a 
number of brafs fpeakers, and fure of being heard with attention, if not with applaufe, do not mind fuch nicer 
ties; and they content themfelves with tranflating an Engiiih thought on fo many Hindoftany words.

, excellent
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X''5sl'-S^  coatfcaatly Aoreng'-aib with me, Burham-el-m oik. is esrtllaady Saadet-khanq

nor do I ever part with 'Sultan, miiazzem, hut when himfe.lt,. on afendittg

his throne, parts with that name to adept that of Bahadyr-fnah.

Long, very Long as is this addrds, I am obliged to add two remarks 

more: were an enlightened foreigner to read a tranflation of fome of tholo 

excellent books publifhed in fuch numbers by the Englifh, or of the de 

bates in Parliament, or of the protefts of the houfe of Lords, he would be 

apt to believe, that the language fpoken by fuch a nation of thinkers-bom, 

mull; ne .ids be the mod regular language that ever was fpoken by the 

mouth of man; and yet on learning it himfelf, he would find that this 

language of their’s, beautiful, nervous, energetic, abundant, verfatile and 

commodious, as it is, is neverthelefs inconfequent: the grammar of iuch a 

nation is inconfequent; and their alphabet is ftill more inconfequent; 

although the alphabet of all the nations which have adopted the Roman Let* 

ters, is more or lefs liable to the fame imputation, yet I cannot help believing 

that the Englifh alphabet is nearly intractable. I have been therefore obliged 

to write ail the Oriental names of this liiftory in the Italian alphabet, or if you 

will the Scotifh alphabet, as the found of its letters is lqfs variable, and it re*, 

quires the fewer letters for One word.

My fecond obfervation is an thofe numerous poetical quotations, with 

which our author abounds, as well as all the Oriental writers. When I 

compare thofe inimitable tranflations of the /Encid, and of the Iliad, made 

by the Englifh, with thofe prole-trand.atio.ns publifhed by the French; 

and I confider what a figure the latter never fail to cut when fet againffc 

the former, I become convinced at once, that nothing but poetry ought to 

mandate poetry; and that our author's Perfian verfes, ought to have been 

trandated by Englifh verfes at lead, if not by Englifii poetry .---But here I 

found myfelf out of my depth at once ; and although, fometimes an Englifh 

verfe or two, would drop from my pen, when I lead; thought of it ; I found

■ J t y  M in r ,)  f e )  ‘ * hY |
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by ^ woeful experience, that the mufes would not come near me, when I 

was moft inclined to court their company.— Over-ruled by the fenfe, and 

brow-beaten by the quantity, as Well as endlefsly bullied by the rhyme, I be

came tick of my talk : 1 became tired of cudgelling a refractory word into 

its place, and of dragging a rhyme by the hair; and I have therefore, man

dated in prole all the verfes of my author: the more fo, as I was afraid of 

affording a handle againft the genuinefs of the trandation, by applying for af- 

iiftance to a better verfificator than myfelf; nor was this apprehenfion ground

less ; for an ingenious friend having chanced to otherve, that I could hardly fay 

in two lines what the author had faid in one; furmifed moreover, that

I mult have been affiled or corrected by fome Englidi hand. Such a

remark having given much ofience to my fincerity, or if you will, to my vanity; 

and being myfelf on the other hand, fo very proud of my acquifitions in tire 

Englidi language, I beg leave to declare, that the aukward and uncouth 

gown, in which I take the liberty to come forward, and to make my’.ref- 

pedtful bow to the public, is entirely of my own cutting and ftiching: Nor 

am T afraid, that thofe, to whom I have the honor to be known thefe many 

years, both in London and in Bengal, {hall ever refufe their full affent to 

the veracity of my affeition.

Calcmia, zd November, 1786.

' , ' •  *
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MIR-GH8LAM-H0 SSEIN-KHAISrs PREFACE,

A? the Flame of the mqjl bountiful, mojl forgiving God:

. n r( 0  JL HANKS without meafure, andpraifes founded on eternity, ought to 

be fprinkled over the magnificent and exalted Court of the Juft One without 

equal, fince the multifarious fyftem of  worlds, with a tongue both ideal and au

dible, warbles melodioufly a confeffion of his unity in endlefs duration, and 

from primeval origin; and the many-coloured variety of ages, in all the vicif- 

fitudes of places and limits, and the interchange of night and day, indicates 

and pronounces on the broad diploma of his greatnefs, the ftupendous diver- 

fity of events and revolutions: Salutations alfo from eternal time without be

ginning, to eternal time without end, are juftly due to that fplendid prefent 

from heaven, viz. the Chief of Prophets, and to the family and companions (z ) 

of that noble being, the final caufa of exiflence, and the means of connecting 

the fuftenance in this world, ami a provifion for the other: T o  him and to 

them be grace and peace to the day of judgement and confternation!

( i )  This elegant and poetical tranilation, from the word Thanks to the word Ct>nflcrnahont is of the learned and 
ingenious Sir William Jonts, who, by correcting three words in the original Manufcript, put it in the tranfiator’s 
power to underftfcid the text; and were we to conceal fuch an anecdote, the theft would be pointed out by 
the extreme difference betwixt that florid expreflive language, arid the drynefs of the reft.

( l )  ^^e Reader accuftomed to know Mahomet but only through the writings of Chi iftian Divines, all equal
ly ignorant of Eaftern Literature, and equally rancorous, would be furprifed to hear who were thofe compani
ons, of whom the author fpeaks. Thefe conMed in thirty-nine men of Mecca, who, having believed in hi* 
million, followed bum in his retreat from that city, and were therefore called Mohadjerin, or the Seceders; and 
infixtyothers, men and women, allChriftians from Medina, then called Yatrcb, who, having believed whim,

C“ hiS u ™  and rePUtatJOn* were called the Succourers: two appellations which came to diftinguilh,’
m the fequel, all the companions of the Prophet, that is, ail who at any time had fought under him, or fol’ow- 
ea. his party = Thefe, at his death,amounted to one hundred and thirty-four thousand men.

F lT
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It is agreed and ccnfeffed amongft thofe that look on the regifler of time,

and the vicifritudes pi’days and nights, that books of hiftory, and a review of the 

different Rations and various fucceffions of men, are of manifold conveaiency, 

and produce an infinity of advantages, as if theinfpedtion of the hiftorical page 

afforded an infight into the phenomena of the Almighty Artift’s full powers, 

and a glimpfe into the moft glorious part of tire Creator’s performance: It af

fords information likewife about tire feveral races of mankind, and an infight 

into the inftitutions and good qualities of their principal leaders, as well as 

in the adions of their followers, and in the irritative motions of thofe that have 

copied thofe adors of lo exalted a ftage, On the other hand,* men, by fuch an.

infpedion of the meannds of infolence, and of the turpitude of oppreffion, are 

often put upon their guard, and often reclaimed horn their Ihameful condud *

All truths fo well known to the intelligent and virtuous, and fo. utiiverfaily ad-, 

mitted amongft thofe endowed with experience and penetration, that it would 

be needlefs to infill upon them. It is, therefore, in that view, that this moft de

fective of mankind, and this humbleft individual in the creation, namely, 

Gh81am-hoffein, fon to Hedaiet-aly-khan, grand-fon to Seid-aalim-pllah, 

and great-grand-fon to Seyd-faiz-ollah, the Tebatebake, o f the race o f 

Haffen (3), (on all whom may God’s mercy reft for ever, through the 

merits of his Prophet, and of his Saint (4), has thought proper, in the 

victorious month of Sufur, of the year, 1194 of the retreat of the Pro-

(3) All over the E.ift, it is cuttomary to defign one’s fell always by the'third peiL h, anrf by feme of tliofe 
words that figmfy the fekir, the poor, the petitioner, the feeble, fcc. &c. But none but people of the higheft
rank dare call themfelvcs the lafi of men in their letters. The Author’s a w e  w.,s Mir-GhSlpm-hutfem-khan, 

and he fupprefies, through modefty, the firft andlaft words, thefe being bjs titles; ai;d they fignify, the firft 

(M ir) Commander, 'a word, which, as well as that of Sad ,' which figaifies of Lord, is become the title of 
all thofs that are of the race of Mahomet : Tbefs two words are Arabic. The other title is that of Khan, which, 
is Turkifh, or Tartar; and it fignifies onljfa Lord in India, although originally it fignili-d what it fignities 
ftlU inl'iirkeftan or Tartary, that is, King 01 Lord of a Tribe.

(4) This Saiut of God, is Ally, Couhn of Mahomet, who had by Fatenvi, .the latter’s Daughter, two fons, viz,
Haffitn, who was poifoned at Medina, by Iris own wife 5 and Huficjn, who was killed ia the little of Kerbela, 
near Baghdad’. It is from thel'e two brothers that defeend thofe numerous Scute that fwarni u, tSjtt Mahomedaa 
world, but efpectall) in India, being divided in two races, the Haffeinites, and the HulTeinites,

phet*
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T o  undertake thishvdrk : his intention being to furnifh to fome intelligent man 

the means o f giving the public at fome diflant time hereafter, an idea of the 

preceding reigns; and to prevent his bring flopped fhort, as by a chafm, on 

difcovering that links are wanting from the chain of paft events; for it is cer

tain, that to this day no one has thought o f filling-op the chafm, by wri

ting thehiftory ot India fince Aorengzib’s deniife ; It is then, to pot fuch 

a due in his power, that I have impofed on myfelf this talk: trufting there

fore to my perfonal knowledge, and to what I have been gathering from 

perfons of eminent rank and credit, I have flrung the whole together in a 

plain unornamented fiyle, where my errors fliall be the more excufable, as I 

cite perpetually my authorities; and by God’s bleffir.g, T have entitled it 

Seir Mutaqherin (Review of Modern Times,) as containing the whole feries 

of events, from the year i n 8, to the year 1195, fince the venerable flight 

of die lafl and chief of meflengers, down to the prefent days.

D a  i f, * T H E
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S E I R  M U T A Q U E R I N
O R

R E V I E W  o f  M O D E R N  T IM E S ,
B E I N G  A N

H I S T O  R Y o f  I N D I A
FROM THE-T E A R  1118, TO T H E  T E A R  1194, O F  T H E  H E D J R A H .

( 0  HE E M F E R O R  A O R E N G -Z 1B -A A L E M G B IR , after having 

fpent fo great apart of his life in conquering and bringing under controv.il the 

region of Decan, without being able to latisfy himfelfon that head, abandon

ed at laft his expedition, and turned towards Shah-djehan-abad, (2) which 

was the capital of the Empire of the houfe of Babr (3O, and the glory of 

the cities of Hindofhm: But he had no time to execute his defign: He. was

( , )  The author has Mahmed, for Aorengzib-aalcmgirorall Mahometans are fuppofed to have the word Ma
im e d  for f  eir prenomen; and the word is always underftood fo, if not sxpre&d ; excepted however, when, a 
man bears the casne of Muflcepha, which being the Prophet's title (it fignifies feleft) he cannot bear the tribal 
pfen0men alfo. Ao>mg-*ib, is pure Perfian, arid figinfies the Ornament of the Tbront. Aalw gir, is partly Per

sian and partly Arabic, and l? unifies the Conqueror ; it-was the Emperor’s title.

( t )  Shah-Djehan, father to Aoreng-aib, having added a new city to the very antient city of DehU, called the 
whole Shah-djehan-abad, or Slwh-djeharis Colony, and made it the principal capital of the emptre: for Labor, 

and ftiU more fo, Acbar-abad (alias Agra) are capitals of the empire hkewife.

{ > Atihougb Timur, (Alias Tamerlan or Tamer lang, that is Timur the lame,) is the root of the imperial 
houfe of Hindoftan, however, as his poflcnty refxded only in Turkeflan or Euzbeg-Tartary ; and none of them 
ever thought of making fern heme of Hindoftan, but Soltan Bahr, hit great-grand-fon, hence the Itnpe- 

rial Houfe is callsd the hovrittof Bahr, as well as the Tirawian family.
once
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overtaken by fate at the city of Ahmed-nagor, where, in -the ninety-fourth 

The Emperor year of his life, and the fifty-fecond of his reign, his venerable perfon was at

jorrifion'5ofehis once affaukecl by a variety of difeafes, that reduced him. fo low, that he del-
extenfive domi-
aiows- paired of his life. — He had then in his camp, two of the Princes, his Tons,

Cambaqhlh (4), the youngeft, and moft beloved, and Aazem-fhah, who 

bore the chstr acler of a man of valor And abilities, arid was fond of military 

glory. Pie fent immediately for the young prince, gave Mm the viceroyalty 

of the kingdom .of Bidjapoor, and bid him- fet out direrilly.,.. with all the 

pomp and all the retinue of a king, recommending to-him at the fame time 

to purfue his journey by long ftaggs. •'■ ><! to pulh forwards without Hop

ping. The order bore that be Ihould let out on a Tudday, the seven

teenth of Zilcaad, four hours before day-break (5). The intent o f 

fuch precife inftr actions was to put early the young Prince out of the* 

reach and purfuit of his elder brother Aazem-lhah. Seven days after hav

ing taken that, precaution, he ordered that fame Aazem-lhah, his fecond 

fon, to fet cut for his government of Malva, four hours after fun-rife, with 

injan&ions to make fhort fiages of about five colics a day (6), and to 

flop two days at each ftage, fo as to march only every third day.— In giving 

fuch an order, the Emperor made him underhand, that it was to put it in his 

power, to prevent the diforders that might happen in that country, in cafe of 

a vacancy of the throne, and mean while, to be at hand, to avail himfelf of 

his father’s demife, for taking polTeffion of his inheritance.. But the Empe

ror’s real view was, to keep fo enterpriling a Prince, at fome diftance from 

him, and topreven; his availing himfelf fo far of his enfeebled Hate of body,

(4) Should one take away the Greek termination ts, and recoiled! that the Greeks always rendered the ftund 
i< by a Simple/or by an x, he would ealily .find Cambyfes in Cambaqhfh.

(5) This minute precifion about days, hours and half hours of the day or night, isowing to the author’s belief 

in Aftrcdegy, and alfo to the general belief which that kind of knowledge has obtained all over Perfia and Hin- 
doftan.—In general, fuch fcruplous reckoning ot time are cut fhort in this tranflafion.

( 6 )  1 here are ieveral Kinds of coifes ;n India : the fheneft is of about two choufand two hundred geometrical 
facets.

1 p - *■
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as to seize and confine his perfon, that is, to prevent his ufing him juft as him-

ielf had ufed his own father, Shall-dj chan (7). But hardly had the Prince pro- 

ceded a few ftages, when the Emperor fell into a ftate o f extreme feebleness 

and having lent an ear to his maker’s invitation, he anfwered k by the words;

(8) ; “ I am ready, O lord/’ and departed for eternity. It was • on a Friday, 

the twentieth of the month, one P a ir, and three garri.es after day-break,

■ which' anfwers to five aftronomioal hours after fun-rife.

T his intelligence reached Aazem-fhah in a few  hours: he haftened

back to thelmperialteiu advh li he entered on a Sunday, the twenty-ninth ■ o f 

die fame month, .about one guar. . of> n hour before k was dark ; and the 

next day, two hours before fun-rife, he lifted up the imperial Coffin, and 

carried it a few paces on his (boulders (9) ; after which he fent it to Aorenga- 

bad. On the morning of the eight of the next month, he ordered the impe

rial; mufick to ftrike-up (10) ; arid on the following Wednefday, which was 

alio the day of Sacrifice, ( 1 1 )  he attended the throne of his anceftors, and bent Aazem -Shah
attends the

his thoughts on gaining the hearts of the Nobility, and on endearing his reign

(7) He *a.! confined tilWi in the fqrterefs.cf Qgaliar, where he died qf vexation and a broken heart after a 

jcsatinewieot of Eight years.

(8) Tfiefe wo#’»are arubic, Leticic, cdl.‘ib^ma,dtbcic ,^‘rtady, my lord, ready,or command, my lord, command.—Thefe word* 

jnnft be repeated federal time; abrtni bv every Mahometan before he tofts his fenfes, and after, he has made
akmd'iMS prefettioft of faith ; or th,ey are repeated for him by the by-ftandersi They are alfo the words which the 

Pilgrims pronounce by thonfands at a time at -the footof Movnt Arefat, near Mecca, where they have been already 
.naked thefe two nr three days; enveloped with s ;•winding Sheet, 'like men. dead,-

(9) The Coffin rf-the decenfed, is always lifted up by his neareft relations, and by hk friends, who relieve 
each other by the way, where they.*re alfo relieved !>y ehofe that pafs by,' who ail make it a. point to  he affifting

in fo meritcriovts a work. In ad'-ancing towards the burying ground, they cry inceffantly their profeffioa of raith £  

vVhiih is this : th a t i. m  God b::t G ,d, cad Mchamm&it bit me-fjenytr. Look at the note iz th , [c&ien 151A

(10) This mufic, which 1 ortfrfU Of a > ariety of Drums, haut-boys, and trumpets, has been a mark < ffoverr.Vnty.y 
.and although it it to day niurped by all the Nawohs or Viceroys, it is ftill deemed a mark of fovereignty and 
always of command •: It plays fpnr times b,y day and once by night, and ferves alfo to announce tome good 
.news to the public.

(■t s ) This cla'y which is deemed lucky, al ways falls on the tenth of the month Zilhidj. This facrifice is re
peated every year, by , every houfe keeper, not hi commemoration of the Sacrifice, of Iftiac, which the Arabian* 
look down as afpurious pretention of the Jews, but in Commemoration of Ibrahim's having attempted to Sacri
fice his el deft ion, Krpail, who is the Patriarch of the Arabic nation.

( i f  I  t0
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to his people. The next day, he took poffeffion of the Imperial Treafurcs, 

invited to his Court the Nobility of the Province, and the abfent Grandees of 

the Empire, and gave a public audience (12 ), his intention being to oblige 

every one, according to his rank orilation. With that view, lie confirmed

Affed-khan in the high office of Vezir, and Zolficar-khan, the fon of that ml- 

nifter, in that of Generaliffimo of the forces: In a word, no one felt any dif

ference from the change of Prince; and every one was left in tile place which 

he held, or was advanced to that for which he was fit.

M ea n  while, the news o f the Emperor’s illncfs hrdng fpread all over the 

Empire, every one made halte to fecure himfolf in his poft, by every means in 

his power. In this confulion of the times; Soltan Muazzcm, ekldl fon to the 

deceafed, was then at CabSl, a city and fortrefs upon the frontiers of Iran (13 ), 

where he refided as Viceroy. Pie is the Prince w£o did in fad fucceed his fa

ther, under the title of Bahadyrdhah. Pie had with him his two younger fons, 

Quhodjiftah-ahtar, and Refi-al-cadr; whilft his elder ion, Muaz^edin, re

fided in MSltan, of which he was the Governor; and his fecoad fon, Azim- 

vilh-Jhan, the ableft of the four, and the object of his grand-father’s favour, re

fided in Bengal, of which lie was the Viceroy, It appears, that the deceafed Em

peror intended to leave the Empire of Plindoftan to his ejdeft fon, Soltan Muaz- 

zem; the dominions of the Decan (13) to his fecond fon, Aazem-foah, and 

the kingdom of Bidjapoor to his beloved Cambaqhfii, in full hopes, that 

thofe three Princes would remain fatisfied with their lot, and would promote,

(17) Thefe Public Audiences are called Rar-.m, The Emperor appears there at a window, raifed about three 

feel from the ground, whereon ftand his Minifters and Generals in two rows, through Which the meaneft Pe
titioner can go up to the Emperor. The Emperors of Hindofbn nfed’to give two fuefi Audiences to their fuh- 

jsdls in the week, and each was of two foil hours,; and this practice was imitated by all his Viceroys and Go
vernors, down to Mir-caffim-khan.

ft  a) There is no ether word for Perfia,all over the Eaft, but that of Iran. Pars or Perfia, is only one erf it* 
provinces.

(13) All the Countries to the South of the Nerbeda down to Cape Comorin are called Decan, or South,- 
nor are they deemed Co be in Himioftan aomorethan Bang or Kengala, which fignifies South Eaft; nor is GSaiiar 
itfaif in Hir.-Joftan.

■ T r ;  ano t he r



ffeh on his fid£, the we Ifiare of the peopte of God ,* but -who is the man who fiii , : 

tiotftlt the torments of ambition? —  and how could fo experienced a'Prince 

fetter hirafeif, that his fobs' wohld'be free fro® it ?

C a m b a q h sh , who governed Bidjapoor in fofi fdvefeignt)%f&emed finished 

with his lot, the mote (6, asAazem-ffiah, to pleafe his mother, had added 

another Province to his dominions, and given him leave to coin money, alnd 

to have the Qhotba, pronounced: in hu own name (17) : 81$ matters Were nOt 

fo eafy towards Hindoftari: For Sfiltath MuaVXe®,’ oh1 hearing of his father's 

iilnefs, had fet out from CabSl, is did his feOonri fob, Azimmftfr-/han, from 

Bengal; and both thofePrinces, taking what Troops and Artillery were at hand*, 

had marched, each on his fide, towards EcfceiN-abad, a great city, on the high 

road that leads to Decan. Suhtii Muazzem was on his march, when he re

ceived the news of Ms father’s' derr.ife. Immediately he a’ffumed the Imperial 3 

name, and afrended thi. ftirdne. It was on the fir'ft Wednefday of the'Month z<-p. t''cle'1 Sori 

of Mohafein, in the year u  19, precifely at midnight, it being the critical » toright!' '”e 

hbur pointed out by the Aft’rologers, in the figri c f  Leo; and after that inaugu

ration, he wrote to his brother Aazem-fi:»ll, ** That if, fathflfcd with his lot of 

« the Decan, which was a very extenilve dominion, arid that which their fe- 

“  thcr had & . apart for his portion, he did not meddle with the Empire of 

« Hindoftari, fuch a conduit would not fail to produce numberlefs benefits, and ■

<£ endlefs bleflings/’ This infinuation made no imprefllon upon Aazem-fhah, 

who trailed to his own perfonal merit and prowets, and made no account of his

J'"' i ".... -
( ig ) The Qhotba, oi* Speech,Sl'fiioUgW always pronounced ia the ojSen fields, oh the day of the Sacrifice, if 

pronounced in Mofques every Friday, and on feme other particular occafioas. At the end of noon-day prayers, 
the Official with a fword in the Scabhard, if the place had been taken by dffauit, and with a ffiuT only in' his 
}.and if otherwife, turns his face towards the people, and after having read or pronounced fome prmfes andTalii- 
tations m behalf of Mahomet, and his fobr firft ftlcceffors, a', well as for hi* companions, he recommends to'the 
congregation to fay the fW w ,' for fuch and fuch an'one, tho reigning Prince, to whom may God grant a 
long life, &c. Sec. This Fattha, which is the tirft' Chapter of the Koran, and imfwers to the dominie,'.! prayer of 
the Chriftians, is then repeated in fe low voice by the people, whilft the Official' hat turned again towards 
the altar ; and the ceremony is ended, by every one ftroaktng bis face and beard, and faying aloud, SlUub >

*
i, e. God is Great. This Qh-Aba amounts to an oath of allegiance.

G »• brother,
f  5  p
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brother, to whom he anfwered by the well- known adage,<f that is was impoflible 

for two kings to live together upon the lame t h r o n e a n d  he commenced to 

make preparations for fuppordng his pretention; but which ended in nothing 

but what was of his own feeking:

S ultan M uazzem was already at Labor, where, in a few days, he was 

joined by Muezzeddin, his fon, who, on his father’s orders, had fet out from * 

M8kan with what Troops and Artillery he could bring together on fo fhort a 

warning : There he was admitted to the honor of killing his father's feet, after 

which he pronounced a fpeech in his praife, pr./ed tor profperity and length of 

days to his reign, and then followed *.hL to Ecber-abad. Fortune feemed to 

favour this inauguration: ForAzim-ufh-ihan, who had fet out from Bengal with 

a numerous and well-appointed army , and was .then on his march to Ecber- 

abad, hearing of a convoy of a.coror of rupees (i 1), (being the tr'buteof Ben- 

gal,j which the Divan 01 Intendant of that countiy. was finding to the capital 

he feized the whole of it, but kept it untouched, for his .ather's difpofah 

H e alfo laid hold of Moqhtar-qhan, the Governor of the Province of 

Ecber-abad, a nobleman of importance, who had given his daughter in 

marriage to the Prince Bidar-baqht, and was a hearty welt-wiiher to the 

caule o f Aazem-fliah ( i 9) ;  he confined that nobleman and having 

feized at the fame time, the vaft treafure, and that infinity of royal .fur- 

rature, which had been depofited thefc many ages in die Imperial palace

O )  A Coror is ten times a lac, or ten times a hundred thonfand. Were we to form an idea r
gr3,S £!W •mCit'at ,ml!jnS tad made “» otiier tc ieaces, by the perfection to which they had carri • J til - 
M > WC * ° M  C0I'£eive the * * *  “f ^ i r  keennefs and penetration ■ por ^ d ec maT *
counting, wh.ch the Europeans learned from the Arabs i„ the eleventh century, thafe fort a, t r , ‘ ? ?

kk,“ s : “  w  ^ • * * * « » of  w
t-e. Indian vVritms, or Cyphering.. On the other hand, the words, Arrib, N i l , Vadd™  *
much more ptecife idea to the mind, than the words Bill,on and * c. ~  ’ * *

. • (I9 ) ^  the K :ag0 fS ,° ^  fignifiesthn>glorious. , fim m  .
pom p; b l u . ^ r U n ,  the hdner or the h. nored of the law m u r n A  i , ' » w unm enfe

T -.  01 * w t “  « *>  > ^  — i— er h t a L  % ■«£,«*  w .!°Cky T

¥ ,> ...>?!
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o f that city, he bent his thoughts on encrealing the ftrength of his par~ 

ty, on conciliating the minds o f the inferior governors and comman

ders, and on gaining the hearts of die nobility and people. In this he 

fucceeded fo well, that his army as will as his party, were gaining daily 

acceffions; But he could not prevail on -the Governor of the citadel of 

Ecber-abad, who refolutely anfwered, “  That at a- time when die Imperial
*. at-

thione was difputed with daughter and enmity, between three princes 

of the Imperial blood, he could not, with any propriety, deliver the 

fortrefs to any of them, :iinlefs that one fhould have eftahlifhed his 

government, in which cafe, lie khe% too well what became him; both*

“  .as fubjeft and a fervant, to miftake his duty”  With this anfwer he kept 

his forte refs Ihut up, and p reyed  to fupport a fiege. The Prince thinking 

it inconvenient to lofe any lime in an affair of fo much length, went on with 

i other affairs ^importance, until his father Solan Muazzem being arrived, 

he effected a j motion with him; after which he made Kim a profound bow, 

prated length of days and prolperity to his reign, and prefented the pre

cious cffocls and money he had had the good luck to bring together. Mo 

fuccour could be more welcome : for the troops which had already become 

clamorous %& want of pay, were buffering fuch great hardffiips, that they had 

become ddpirited; and fuch a timely affiflance being taken for a good omen,

Sokan Muazzem, from that moment, conceived the fbnddtl hopes on the /  

fuccefs of his undertaking : he returned thanks to God, diftributed his trea- 

fure according to the neceffkies of his people, and changed their paft dif- 

ftrefles into prefeat coinfort. At this very time Aazem-ffiah, who had only 

tarried a few days in the Imperial camp, to take poffeflion of the numerous 

well-appointed army which he had found ready under his hand, was letting 

out for Ecbier-abad, refoived to difpute the crown with his elder brother,

Vvhom he looked upon .to be his main rival. The natural ardor of Iris temper 

being inflamed by fuch thoughts, he marched with fo much rapidity, that

^ 2 he
' ‘. " ' .. ■ f  i. V!

*
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Ke left bedrid moil of kistroops, and almoft the whole ot hkartill^iry : After 
continual marches, he arrived at the foot of die fortr ,f$ of G&alkr, wh'ere 

he cdablilhed his head quarters. It was on a Monday, the eleventh of the, 

find: R.ebd in. the year i t 19, Seven days after he advanced towards his 

enemy, whom he tdund encamped on. the plains of DjadjfS, dofe to Ecben* 

abad. It happened that fome troops of his having advanced nearer to the 

enemy., had fee on fire-fome part of Sokan Muazzem’s head quarters, and 

difperfed fome cavalry. Aazymufh-fhab was himfeif encamped there, and . 

the combat Laving giro yen warmer, he found hnneq o;er-powered, and he 

flopped lhoit to fee wh&b Soltam M ua^ b.fortune would-operate in lik 'be-, 

half. This Prince, who was then on a hunting party, no (boner heard of 

Ba--'e die enemy’s being fl> ne^r, than he flew to hr ionYaffidance, bringing with

Bmtw«.thuv,<> him hisekiefct fcn Mueazeddin, and his beft generals with their t oops; .the 

combat was growing warm, when an event happeled;. wh'^Yb - turning the 

fortune .of’the day, was taken for-a token of approbation from providence on 

his enterprife. Ac-once there arofe fuch a violent wind, as feemed to give 

the combatants an ideaof tbedreadft.il Sc: -Ser that buried the whole tribe of 

Aad under the lands of Arabia (20); it blew on the back of Sokan-Mnazzera, 

and fell in the idee of AazemdhahYarmy. This laft Prince havLe given, the 

command of his left wing to his eldefl fbn, Bidar-baqht, and that of his left, 

to his fecond (on, Vala-dja, was marching to the enemy, having his youngeft 

fon, A!y-tebar, then a child, upon his elephant.. But he had left Affed- 

khan, his Vezir, at the camp of GSaliar with a body of troops,. As he was 

pufhing fo. wards with ardor, Zolficar-khan his genemliflimo., who “had al- 

fo been generaliffimo under Aoreng-zib, reprefented to him: « That as the 

" day was fb much fpent, and fuch a violent temped blew right in his face; 

u  an<̂  on die other hand great part of his troops and artillery were dill at a dif

(10) This V.br, with that of Semod or 7  hnmod was buried in the fands of. Arabia, by a violent tempeft of 
faRd wbjch the Arabians called Str-Ser, Mahomet fpeaks of this event in the Coran.

■ *> .
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f tancebehind, it would not be advisable to rift a battle fora thrrne oh 
■“  finch difadvancageous terms: that he thought it expedient to remain fetifV 

“  fied with the advantage gained over the enemy, by having burned one of
*

“  his quarters, and defeated part of his ■ cavalry ; and chat to-morrow, when 

“  the remainder of the troops with the artillery fhould have cosne-up, icWould 

“  be time then, to 'take in hand the bridle of profipei ity,- and to put the fo6t 

u in the ftirrup of fuccefs and fortune, in order to fall with one joint effort c n 

“  an enemy already intimidated.” This fipeebh made a ftattigeUflWfe: t.ic  

s J:>nnce 'v'bo had a hiMtipSSk&tf. his otvn -militiry character, and that of his 

troops, and made little account dr^tffd'Jftkher and his party, having anfwer-

od by fome expreffions that betrayed''his-ahger and referitment, the g e n e ra l
«8> .

fimo, who was known for a of much valor and fniich difeernrnent, re-' fe.v ■ . % , #*' ’ ’
hlied that ’% ce his maieftyjwould not lifted to ah-advice dictated by zeal and 

prudence, am* he. chofe fo run head-long irftb his dwn rviin, he hoped he 

would not fin', fault with him, if he took his leave of a caofe that looked fo omi

nous The Price - foil of indignation, havingTfciomed by a few broken words 

of bittemefs ai l̂ anguilh, turned his face from that officer, juft as fortune had 

now tumM herefrom himfclf-; and Zulficar-khart, without further explana

tion, fpurre’̂ his hodh, and went to join his father who had been left in the 

camp of GSaliar.

A azivM-shat-!, without mi - --ding hb retreat, fell on the enemy with the 

utmoft fury ; and the valorous -oh both'fcfos being as eagdr-as himnlf to fhew 

their prowefs, a. mighty daughter wits rtak:ihg pla&cfe on both fk fo : But the

wind blowing with more violence titan ever, railed fiueh clouds of dull and 

land, thitt the field of battle was 'entirely darkened, the troops were blinded; 

and it became impoffibie to diftiuguilh the friend from the foe. It has been 

allured by fever;i\ ‘perfion's of character who had fo ight in that battle, that the 

fand 'v as fo hot and fo big, and it chbaked fo efftaually the months and eyes

of the combatants, that no one could ftffid fiueh a tempefl, -but by turning
his

(Srsr ) 'i * . *



, - ‘ * *. V f
{ ( I ) L  * T  H  E  5 E  I R  v C T

10
‘ . ■ ' ■ . ' . ■'.’ ‘ , j

bis head about; no arrow fallen from a bow could be diffinguifhed at mote 

than a only a few paces diftance; and beyond a few paces it could be taken- 

«p no more. Notwithflanding; all thefe difadvantages againft tHenr- 

felves, the troops of Aazem-fhah were gaining ground; the enemy’s army-'was 

in danger; and the fury both of officers and men was fo great, that to 

this day this battle of Ecber-abad is renowned all over Hindoftan for obfti-

nacy and daughter.
T here was then in Aazem-fhah’s army, an Afghan officer, of great ilrength 

of body, and much'prowefs, called Munew er-iar.n.; he was followed by 

five thoufand men of his nation; and ^  hw died to fay that a day of battle was 

a wedding, day for the brave, he had d relied him felt in cloth of gold, and 

had given a fimilar turban to every one of hitmen, every one of woom was 

ready to died his blood with that of the enemy. I his officer-having found a

favourable moment, drew near Aazem-fhah, and ^quefted ; 'e to get on 

horfeback, in order to rufh on the enemy, and fiiew to all je' world how 

zealous he was for his mafter’s caufe, and how prodigal of c's blood in id no

ble a fctvice. The Prince anfwered his requefl, by clearing.him to -emain.

' upon the elephant lie had been allotted from the imperial Babies (_ o); and 

the officer mortified, at the refufal, pufhed at the head of his troops.as far as. 

the center, where commanded Azimudi-fhan himfelf. He was oppofed by 

Huflein-aaly-khart and feme other officers of character, who were Tons to the 

illuftrious Seyd-abdollah-khan of Adjmir, better known under the appdla- 

tion of M'ia-khan. But the enemy pufhed-on with fo much violence, that, 

mod of thofe officers were flam together with their men; and Huflein- 

aaly-klian himfelf, having received feveral hideous wounds, fell fenfelefs on the.

(*o) This rrfufal did not arifo from either peevilhneft or impolicy; for'in-India every commander ofoonfe- 
quence, and every general in chief, being (bated on a throne mounted on an elephant, and proceeded i mmediately 
by feme large ftandards fixed on elephants, nothing was more common for a whole army than to turn it’s back 
the moment they perceived the general’s feat empty, But the Europeans havifig thefe forty years pail gained! 
many a battle by only pointing a four pounder at the main elephant, the Indian Generals have abandoned that
cuftom, and they now appear on horfeback i  Kay, they have learned to dicipline their troops, and to have an 
artillery well forvcd.
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ground. The enemy had loft full as many men; but Munevver-khan, hav

ing exhorted the few that remained toiiim , pufhed as far as Azimufh-fhan’s 

elephant, and having then in his hands one of thofe fpears called Belem by the *
t

Indians, he ran it with fo much violence agamft the boards of the Prince’s 

haodah, that it came out at the board on die oppofite fide; and he Prince 

had infallibly been killed, had he not fhunned the blow, by inclining his bo

dy quite to the left. That brave man after performing fuch feats of prowefs,,
*

fell at laid among the’ few intrepid men -that had refufed to furvive their he- 

roical commander.
f  f  \ »

T h is-bloody adior^coft tbeT .^ of.$ p  infinity of illuftrious pcrfons: The

Prince Bidar-baqht, who commanded, the left wing, fell dead, as did Vala- 

his brother-*, a young p^nrje who had never feen an action, and then

.lank up to die dregs the fitter potion prefented him that day by the grim
:'VK J

cup-bearer, ‘jjggh. It bdcame neceflary to announce thefe two Ioffes to
. V‘; ' * , ‘ Vfsi ‘ N

Aazem-iiah^their father ; and this unfortuuate Prince, who tenderly loved

* his children, and Vat a particular affection for the eideft, fetched a deep figh, 

and faid, thatJviclory and life were henceforward of no ufe to him. With thefe 

words he oruered his driver to carry him into the middle of the enemy’s ranks, 

where his hdodah was fo thick'ftuck with arrows, that one would have 

imagined there had rained arrows that day’: Fie was followed by a chofen 

s body, perfonally attached to him, not one of whom would leave their matter*

The Prince carelefs of his own fafety, but anxious about the royal child Aaly- 

tebar, had covered him with his bucler, after having made him fquat in the 

hiiodah ; and he hi raft; If now remained uncovered; Hill he was pufhing-on, fill

ing his bow inceffantly: But vain were ail thofe efforts: the day was already far 

fpent; fortune had declared herfelf ; and his bed officers were (lain, fuch as 

Terbyet-khan , Aman-ollah-khan, and Metleb-khan, with the two brothers 

Munevver-khan and Khan-aalem, together with the Gentoo Princes, Radja 

Ram-fing and Radja Dilpet, widi an infinity of their troops : in one word,

'>  his
( $ 7)
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