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^ ^ B ^ 'h a i r  of his head would tie touched. Such an offer could nor long re

main alecret; and Emir-djumlah who felt all the confequences which it 

would infallibly produce, exerted himfelf in warding off the blow. He for that 

purpofe difpatched the new high-fteward, Tuccerrub-khan, in hopes, 

that his bemg a Mogol, &c. as well as Zolficar-khan, would give him the 

more influence on that General’s mind. This Nobleman having found 

a heartier ‘welcome withjhe peneraliflimo on that very account, “  repre- 

u fented to him that as the Emperor was diflatisfied in fecret with the eX- 

“ ceflfive pbwer afemed by the two Seyd brothers, to reckon upon fuch 

** a fupport, and to make, his peace with the Emperor through their mediation,

“ would be as much as to . “an agamft a rotten tree that would produce no- 

“  thing but repentance and d. appointment. But where is the neceffity of re- 

(i curring to others, added he, ahd what need is there of any mediation ? lb 

ft foon as you (hall have payed your refpecls, and tranquilized your own mind,

*• you {hall become yourfeif a perfon to be recurred to by all the courtiers and 

“  all the grandees of the Empire, as your dignities and influence are to be 

augmented indubitably; for the Emperor, who has the highelt opinion of 

« your talents, intends tc make ufe of them, and expe&s the moft eminent 

«  fervices from your attachment.’’ This fpeech of Tukurrub-khan’s, hav

ing been clofed by the moll folemn affeverations; arid oaths having been ex

changed upon the glorious word o f God, both father and fon i’eemed to 

give their confidence to the vnelTenger: The old man was in earneft; but 

the fon could not rid his mind of fome doubts that remained about the Em- 

perbr’s fincerity, and Specially about that, of his tninifter. T  o difpcl there

fore thefe e-L ..us that hung ftill about his mind, Emir-tljemiah himfelf went 

to the Generaliflimo, and after having renewed his oaths and infmuations, he 

bound his hands together with a {haul, and introduced him to the Emperor i 

It was in that condition he payed his obeiffance to the new Monarch,■ whild the 

venerable Affed-khan having faid a few words in extenuation ot his ‘bn s

mifeon-
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mlfconccived pafl conduit, fupplicated the imperial forgivenef. in his behalf, 

1  he Emperor with the greateft appearance of kindnefs imaginable, coni' 

manded his hands to be let at liberty, and a drefs of honor of the higbdft 

diilin&ion to be brought in with a fet of fuitable jewels: lie then difmifled the 

lather on account of his great age, butdefired him to let his Ion remain in 

an outer tent for a few moments, as he had fome queftions of conf quence to 

put to him, and fome objects of moment on which he wifhecl to have his ad

vice. This unexpc&cd turn rendered the old nobleman uneafy; and he 

went away in a great perturbation of mind; as to the fan, who’ now doubted 

of hi? fafety, he was too far advanced to recede, and he did as he was bid. 

He was hardly feared, when the tent was furrr Ended by a number of men 

forwarded from the Imperial prefence; and the Emperor at the fame fent him 

fome' taunting meffages, in which with bitter expredons of refentment he 

charged him with his father, Prince Azim-iih Ilian’s death, the General, who to 

all his innate loftinefs of mind, and to his generous feelings, added an un

daunted courage and a rough temper, having anfwered with reproaches and 

with haughuncfs,t:heCalmucDilacliin-beg (now becoif eBahadyr-dil-khan) (6 1) 

who flood behind, feized a favourable opportunity to throw a leathern thong 

round his neck; and w hi !ft 'he was ftrivirg herd with'the general, a num

ber of men rufhed-in who icon difpatched him with their poniards. That 

fame day a number of men were difpatched to the Citadel o f Shah-djehan- 

abad, who having palled a leathern thongabout Djehandar-lhah’s neck, fent 

him on his travels in the regions of annihilation.

I t was after fuch horrid executions that the Emperor thought of makings 

triumphal etitry in the Citadel and in the Imperial palace; *. ’ people be

lieved that fuch frightful feenes would be over; but as foon as he was fettled 

in the palace, (and this was on a Tuefday die feventeenth Muharrem in the 

1125 o f \hc Hedjrah) “  he directed that Djehandar-fhah"s head ftiould be

(6i) TU Uuutl of tiiB l.tait.

) ;  2j  “  fixed
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«  fixed on a fpear, and his body thrown acrofs upon an elephant, to who,e 

« tail Zolficar-khan’s bodylhould be made fa ll: that both bodiesfliould be car- 

« ried throughout the moft frequented parts of the city, and then thrown be- 

te foretlremain gate of the Citadel, there to rot. Not fu is tied with all this, he 

“  ordered that Affed-khan himfelf, the venerable Affed-khan, ihouid be
» .  0

“ feized and put in a Paleki with only wlmt cloaths he ihouid have actually 

« on his1 back.; and that ,in t\m  condition he Ihouid follow the elephant in.

(C quell on, attended by all the ladies of his family in veiled carriages, after 

,tt wjjjch he' wa., Ss be confined for life in Qhan-djehan’s palace, and his 

“ whole property as Well ,as that of his fon, to be confifcated.” Whilfl:

’,4' that mournful’proceffion waa going round the principal ftreets, the Emperor 

recoileded that a Gentoo of' liftindion, called Radja Soba-chuhd, had 

been too free of fpeech; and he ordered his tongue to be cut off, and his 

property to be confifcated; the man underwent the operation in all it’s rigor, 

and what is Angular, he continued to fpeak as freely as ever. At leaft fo is. 

the general report.

“  Never lole light that, the day of retribution is to come,”
“  Nor ever forget that whtw arifes from wheat, and that barley produces barley.”

It was by fuch bloody oeginnings that Feroh-fyur marked the firft days 

of his reign: nor was Zolftcar-khan the only viftim he facrificed to his refent 

ment or to his fear*. Moft of the grandees of the old court underwent the 

fame t reatment, and finilhed their days by the leathern thong. I  he Princes 

of the blood themfelves were as mercilefly ufed: Yezzeddin, fon to the late

Biehandej-fhah ; Aaly- ebar, fon to the late Aazem-fhah; and even the young 

HomaiSn-baqht, younger, brother to Feroh-fyur himfelf, were deprived of 

the Benefit: of light by a large red-hot needle which was drawn accrofs their eyes.

So-many cruelties at the very beginning of a reign, and fo many unjuft: mur

ders unnecdfarily perpetrated, excited fo much terror in the minds of every 

one, from the highcfl to the lowed:, that people having continually the im

age of inftant death before their eyes, did not think themfelves fure of their

exiftcnce,
1 1(3
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exigence for one Tingle day: So that fuch perfons as were, by their toons* 

or by the duties of their offices, obliged to attend every day at Court, never 

failed, on returning home alive, about the evening, to receive the congratula

tions of their equals, and the Nuzurs of their inferiors; and nothing was To. 

common, on coping home fafe, as to diftribute, late at night, money to the 

needy, and thankfgmng-viiftuals to the hungry, juft as it is cuftomary for 

people to do, when they have efcaped from feme imminent peril (6 t)

It isinthe middle offochmcrcilefs beginnings, that people perceived a e x>lncfs, 

and then very bitter difcontcats, between tie  Emperoi and the " o&aa*,. thclu tw o 

potent Lords, that hadfaved his life at the rifle of their own, andthen railed him to 

thethrone: Thefe difeontents grew to a great height-t—to fuch a height, indeed- 

that in their confequeoces they have produced the ruin of the Imperial family, 

and the defolation of the whole empire. The fcft fpark of that fire, that has 

fince biased out, and caufed fuch a conflagration all over Hindeflan, was per

ceived on the following occafton: Abdollah-klian, who, immediately after the 

gain of the battle of Agra, had been difpatched to the capital, with orders to 

quiet the minds of the people there, and to bring bad* the affairs of date into- 

their accuftomed channel, had, amongft many other promotions,, beftowed 

' the office of Divan of the Qhaliffah-office, or of rirft Lord of the Treafuiy, 

then vacant, on L8tfollah-khan-fadyc, the very perfon affociated to him in 

that Commiflion; and he had alfo confirmed Seid-amdjed-khan, in die office 

of Supreme fadr, or great almoner, of which that nobleman had remained mevefted

(61) In India when a man returns from a long voyage, or Iras elcaped fosj . danger, tti* cuftomary
J t  his friends Ihould fend him fmaU prefers in fluffs, and that his inferior? . <hoi;d congratulate him with 
their Nuzurs. But the —  of the family (and net er the men) fend him a tray c  — w.tl that nellow 
pulfe ca]leit <W £ , in the middle of which is funk a fneaker full of oil. It it always an out * *  ad-

m I m * .  and it is in thefe terms, < * * *  f i*  « •  ^  ^  ’
throws a few lentils in it, fetches a fob, and adds: be f t  All this together with e.cra hays
more, covered with piles of bread and cakes, is diftributed to the poor, but never touched by the famdy ; and 
poflibly it is to t'nofe frequent difrributinn of Viftuals as well as to the heat and extreme fertility of the climate 
that we rrnift look for thofe innumerable multitudes of Beggars that fwarm in every Town, every City and every

Village of India.
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as Bahadyer-thah’s reign. Unfortunately, whill he was belbwin*

tlisfe ©ffi es in virtue of his Commiffion as well as i.i virtue of his Vgzirul
'4

r -.vers, the Emperor was difpofing of them in the plains ofEcberabad, 

re he give the fuperintendence of the Treafury to Chebilram-nagur, 

and the fupreme Sadr-Ha ip, to Afzobkhan, who had once been tutor to 

, ,en. Some days after, the Emperor arrived at the capital; and 

p nis taking cogniance of fome offices of Hate, and of feme promotions, 

and in * .'Fhcular of thofe two important ones, theie enfoed a long dialogue 

between die theminifter. The latter.offerved, “  that if in die

tt  v e r y  beginning of hi® administration, a wound flrould be given to his au- 

<r< thority, he could no mofe pretend to execute £o important an office 

with credit to himfelf, or advantage 30 the public;” and on the other 

hand l mir-Djemlah inculcated to the Emperor, “  that be die powers ever 

« fo foil and fo illimited which Sovereigns found it fotnetimes expedient to 

delegate to any of their fervants for a time, Hill it would never follow 

«  that a fervant {bould therefore forget himfelf fo far as to difpofe of fuch 

important offices at his own pleafure, and without having previoufly 

t( applyed for his lord’s cfnfent. l  ie added thefe two varies from the poet:

“  L* t a mailer be ever fo i/ofufe in d e le tin '; -unlimited authority,

“  Still is the fervant never Ui f>fe fight of his own di fiance.
•»It was at laft agreed that the Qhaliflah fliould remain with LSt-fol* 

iah-khan-fadyc, and the High-fadyrfhip, with Atzool-khan ; but this agree* 

ment, which teemed to have quafhed much acrimony and difcontenc, diet 

not fill to leave d*ep ihnpreilioris on both lidos : Neverthelefs tne o. iginal 

caufe of thefe elm motions in the Empire, and of the infubordination 

in. the grandees (commotions which redounded to .the ill renown of tbs 

Skids, and which at laft overwhelmed their own houfe and family), 

the original caufe of the commotions in the empire, I fay, may be r-.rot1_fy,,r>i
, incfln'C'tv md

traced in die Emperor’s incapacity and in the particular caft of.hisge- meanchara&e* 

jiius. Feroh-i) ur had neither the extent of genius, nor the firmnefs of

P temper
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temper, nor the keenefs of' penetration, requifite in an Emperor. He

was low-fpirited, and homely minded, as well as fordidly inclined;
» *

or if at any time he chanced to fhew any liberality in his dif pofition, it 

when he enjoyed the company of tome low vile people, equally deftitute o. 

morals and capacity ; and then he would thougklcfly beftow on them, 

prefents which they did not know what to do with, and officev which they 

were unable to manage. Such a difpofition of mind, bordered upon 

digality undoubtedly, but yet produced fome prelent advantage  ̂

being layed hold-of by fycophants and other people Koi that (lamp, never, 

failed to be received with the highefl applaufe : b at fuch applaufe however, as 

will never reach poflerity. No wonder' after that, if Ferohdyur was fond 

of keeping company with common ftreet-Oi? pers; and hence the reafon of 

his being fb wedded to an Yticad-khan, and to a fee of people upon a par 

with his Yticad-khan. The truth is, that b ing totally incapable of holding 

the reins of an Empire, and indeed incapable of ary command at all, he 

was at a lofs how to fpend his time; and what is frill more unfortunate for 

him, that Emir djemlah his confident, that opiniathd man, of fo much am

bition, fuch high pretenfions, and lo much obftina<$ and oppofiton, was him- 

feif unfit for any higher office, and yet wanted pfv overtop all the grandees of 

the Empire; and this unworthy favorite, wlTo had made nothing of pulling 

down and deftroying the families of an Afled-khan and a Zolficar-Lhan 

two men whofe houfes were thefe one hundred and fifty yeats pall in fbfleffion 

of immenfe wealth, as well as of the highefl- dignities md offices of the flare, 

now thought of no lefs than demoliflflng two fuch .obh.nen as the Seidsi 

two men who had conferred the highefl: obligations on his and who

now figured in the world, as the two principal men of the Empire. But 

this was precifely what wounded his jealous mind, and what let daggers in his 

rancorous heart.

hiy-  H ow  e v e  a
\! \x3F
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^  ver. die difeafe that had fattened on the vitals of the ftate, would 

have never rifen to fuch a head, had not the administration of the raoft im*f  i . . ..v , ■j/* ; ' Z .. ... .. ..
portant affairs been flrangely neglected by the very perfons at the head of 

the Empire. The Vezir Abdollah-khan was a man of abilities indeed, but 

fo paffionately fond of fine women, fo addicted to feafting, mufick, and 

dancing as Well *as to all kinds of pleafures; and of courfe fo defirous of 

jafe^ that heVas leaving the whole management of both his immenfe houfe- 

hold an djiis high office to his Divan, Ratan-chand, a man who had been once 

a fhoo-keeper, 'but who by all means was too endiufiaftlc in his falfe religion 

to difcharge decently all th; duties of that important charge; and too nar- 

row-minded like wife to feel his own confequence and to ad with a temper 

iuitable to it. And yet it wa. fuch a man who under his matter's name car

ried every thing with a high hand, and enjoyed an uncontroied influence 

all-over the Empire of Hindoftan. In confequence of fo much incapacity 

on one fide, and fo much doth and fupinenefs on the other, enmities gained 

daily ground, anti daily fuel was added to attentive rancour : and thefe en

mities in their conferences rofe to fuch an amazing height as to overtop 

the Sublime columns of die Timurian throne, which they crulhed down at 

laft under their weight, involving in its down-fall the families of the two 

Seids which they demolifhed entirely, and ultimately altering the very 

conflitution of the Empire.

A x laft Emir-diemlahand the Emperor with fome others who expected 

great things from contrived, or at leaft thought diey had contrived, a 

Scheme for part, ig tl e two brothers, whofe union and prefence had becoms 

id' ,fs-- it was propofed to Moffein-aaly-khan, the youngeft, to undertake 

an expedition againft Radja Adjet-fing-rhator, a powerful Hindoo Prince, 

who fince the demifebf the EmperopAorengzib, had affirmed great airs ofinde- p for

pendence, and had been guilty of fome unwarrantable actions, fuch as demo

lishing Mofques in order to raife idol-temples on their mins; and all that in

P a  - the
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t^c very middle of Oodeipoo:-, his capital. Such, exceTes had. neceflanly 

paffed unnoticed during the whole reign of Bahadyr-fhah, who being eternally 

involved in civil wars, or bufy in dell toying the Syks, had no attention to 

fpare for fo inferior an objeft: for the Syks fora a fraternity of mendicants, 

had in his time become a whole army of Bandities, which ruined and delo- 

lated the whole province of Lahor. Hoflfe'in-aaly-khan, who was fond of 

glory atxd military achievements, foon clofed with the propofol, and he fet o% 

at the head ol a numerous .well appointed army, followed by a train o f . -cillery, 

kh^ '̂undtr’  well-ferved (66). . Being arrived in the Radja’s country, !i ‘ k/uxiu him gon®
takes an expe
dition aga,mt a inCO a difficult mountainous tratSl, where he had concealed his family, treasures.
G cat oo fnuce* J 5 9

and even troops, having never thought hknfelfa match fork powerful an ar

my; but what is fmgular, and ftrongly charafieriles the genius of the Court 

is, that, the Hindoo Prince was actually receiving letters from the capiial, in 

which the Emperor exhorted him to (land upon his defence, and to endh his 

invader by every means in his power. 1 he Hindoo Prince, unmoved by thefe 

impotent exhortations, thought it much more expedient to come to terms, and 

to obtain a pardon; nor would he have obtained it cifily, if at all, had not 

Hodem-aaly-khan, at tills very time, received intelligence, that the jealous 

and envious of his family, had layed hold of the opportunity affhrded by his ab- 

fence to fpread a fnare for entrapping and lei zing his edler brother, Abdol- 

lah-khan. The latter, who had no certain intelligence, but who fufpe^d. 

miichief, lent letter after letter to requeft his brother’s immediate attendance, 

fh d e  letters having rendered HoiTetn-aaly-khan exceedingly anxious,, he 

thought it better to liifen to the Radjali’s fixpplicatiqns, tnd *) grant hirnlomc

(66) The expreffion of an Artillery wdl-ferveil, is fou.nl more than once in om* author} Hit n "  not 
to milt, id an European read, r s F.-r, although Artillery .has in India, no lets than five-thoUfimd years of hiitori- 
eal antiquity, w 1! attefted, (fir, arras being exprufiy forbidden by ’one of their Saints and' legiflators, who-wrote 
tw ,,-tooiiland years bf tor. Chnft) and guns, nia.«!e of irort-hoops, but of great antiquity, have been found in va» 

f  riwK P'aces H India ; yet it is certain, that artillery had fallen inwdiWelong before the arm al ofFuropern*
in India, and rjiat it is from them that tie: Indians have learned tp  corredt tlie auk ward cv,roberfomnel*'of their 
carriages as well a- tb ir ignorance in the fervae of cannon t (bear forufles are vvta • i u  r.,u foyer.,; ftjiM.es
in i nuja, have now au arcilki j wed mounted auu rcrvsd.

terms
(11^ )

» ‘



y&L-^ ■ cnns: And thelc were, that he flhoukl fend his {bn to humble himfe'f, in h’s
father’s name, before the Imperial General, and alfo forward his daughter 
to the Imperial Seraglio, with a large fan of money, and a fuitable fet of pre- 
fents.

Hossein-aaly-khan having put an end to this expedition, returned An end p*
the expedito the capital, where Iris prefence could not fail of. railing a frelh ferment: For tioa

y  the two brothers, in confeqtience of their enjoying the two higher! offices 
of tiie empire, pofieffed an unbounded influence in every affair, civil, and 
military; and b n'r-diemlah, on his fide, who wanted to render them odious, 
and to conciliate the favour of the public, was making it a point to ufe quick- 
nefs and difpatch in whateve /application was made tohim: For (befides his 
being Keeper olthe Emperor’s -Private Signet (67) he had fofar engrofled his 
mafter’s affedlion, that the latter Lad decked more tl an once, in full Dur
bar, or, in full Court, that, “• Ern'r-ijemhlSs Tongue and Manual Sign, wete 
Ferob-fyur's Tongue and Manuals' A Em:r-dj mlah, I fay, found fo much 
his account in forwarding the peep!ft Lufmefs, he was therefore an eye-fore 
to the Vezir, AbdolLih-kinn, or, rather, to Lis minifter, Rotan-chund, who, fo 
foon as he could difeover binir-djtmlah’s finger in any thing, or his fignet in 
any patent, was fare of fetbng it afide without ever letting it pafs the feals; 
whereas, whoever made a fuitable prefent to himfelf, and another to his mailer, 
was certain of carrying his point, and that too with difpatch. Such a conduct 
could no;, fail to fet daggers in the Emperor’s .heart; 'and it mutt be acknow- fiefbawelntb#

Emperor’s favo*ledged, that this man had conceived fuch high notions of himfelf, both on ac- rite and ins two
0  0  miaitters.

count of his unmet • b .ve .1th, and the unbounded influence of his mailer s, t at 
lie had beporoe. an infolence intolerable, which rendered him a general to-

(67>The tmp- rcr, befit!, s hi* Broad Seal, lias fever..! iei&r ones whi h are in the evil dy >f a pn p-r off;, er,
V auu,y3 a man of importance » and one of them is likewift ent.u.K! to a Lady °  the Se. ̂ ho.The lall ot ti.cle

fa carried by the Emperor bim.elf, and ,t is < no f h;, rings, containing h-s name and th t ot .ns tuchnr. ^  a . 
ftone or piece of mat .i ,f one , .« K r  ofan p a r . Toe droad Sea, and t , b  are -
fquare, are full two inches or.two md.es and a half diameter, ami coutam U> btat.Uu* OuM ttm , 

name and titles, with the m a -  of ni> Uher. pic
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pic for both obloquy and refentment t  the more fo, as by reprefenting Emir-, 

djumlah’s difpatch and acceffiblenefs, as full of defign and craft, he had ren

dered it odious to both brothers.

E m ir-dj o m ia h  on his fide, was perpetually dropping in the Emperor’s 

prefence, words and expreffions, all which had a tendency to depreciate the 

.two brothers whom he thought his duty to reprefent, as overbearing, and of 

fuch a conduct and deportment, as feemed highly unduaful, and fbongly r-> 

voured of independence : Moreover, he refle&ed, now and then, jpontheir

abilities, as wholly unadequate to the high polls they pretend .J fiU.lt was 

upon fuch and the like infinuations, that the Emperor bad become fo fufpiciou; 

and fearful, thafhe had formed the plan of feifinj, Abdollah-khan’s perfcn; and * 

itwason thataccount that he had put himfelf on the footing of coming often put 

of the Citadel fometimes under pretence of a hunting, and fometimes under that 

of taking an airing in thofe delightful feats that adorn the fuburbs, and efpeci- 

ally in Mohfen-khan’s garden (68); but although he had the cunning to vary 

his pretences and fchemes, he was too undecided and too faint-hearted to 

bring any one to bear; nor did all his contrivances produce any other 

effeft, than that of heaping averfion upon av.rfion, and rancour upon 

rancour. But what is lingular, and yet is uniyerfaily reported, the Emprefs 

■ mother herfelf, out of regard to the oath £he had taken upon the Coran at 

Azimabad, and out of fcruples of conference, had more than once given 

die two brothers fecret advice of what was adlually planning ag-unfc, them.

 ̂ £ - ■ i le<its ,11 ..he eav irons of the capital, as well as thofe. all qv r India, without exception
!,1 ' t e m  ° Pea t0 311 * e worW 5 and m y onc may give entertainments fere , %  jwfs feveral days in any of

an Indhn hlT ^  ”  * *  * * *  <*“  * * *  « »  «*** ™  t o e  tlw  . -  nvWUficent,) is wti»
T T  Wh^ tewnthe‘effW8J»with their feats and gardens alw, „ fc»t *  - o f a y

. the hind iftanies, when they chanced to jo  to Calcutta. This freedom of Garden a, d L  / . .  ' {
a-e all ready forfiiflied and attended by a number of fervW i ■ r • ■ ’ (which by the bye
Miibarec-ed-ddSb, the nominal Navvab or Kina of Benral \  ^  ed m th« ln<iisa minds, that
feat of Sadyc-bagh, ftrock at J e L  "he £ 1  *  to * •*  unexpeaediy by water at his
with a natch, that is with the performance t  ’ k * * Eentiemar' was amn®nK himfelf and friends
faring to get aw ,y, received t r Z J  ^  DiWce-Women- Ths having got up and pro
Tienty of L > Z ’t £ Z t  ^  *° S°  ° °  - L I
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iT was in fuch circumftances that Hoffein-aaly-khan fupplicated from the 

Emperor the Viceroyalty of Decan. Not that he intended to rq air him- 

felf thither: nothing was farther from his thoughts4 he expected only 

that the immenfe emoluments of fo rich a government, would enable him 

to keep his footing at court; tor his intention was only to fend thither as uSSSw fc'
, . - . _ ( Viceroyalty o£
tus Lieutenant, the famous Da8d-khan-peni , who was to return him the fame Demk 
contribution, winch he ufed to pay to his late lord, Zo’ficar-khan. 1 his was 

the vcv  . -verfe of what the Emperor and his. favorite intended ; for they

reckoned that nt ” ?frTd repair to thofe rich, but very difhftt countries, and 

Dave his brother alone. Tlys could not fuit Hoffein-aally khan, who 

thought it very improper to lerfve his brother alone expofed to all therefent- 

ment/of the Emperor and to all the machinations of his Minifters. Such 

a difference in opinion having given vent to a number of peevifh expreffions, 

full fraught with haughttnefs and reproach, matters at once (hoot-up to 

fuch a height, that the two brothers henceforward abftained from court and 

alfo commenced fortyfying their quarters, which the} frilled with troops.' The 

Emperor on hearing of this fent for Emir-Djernlah, Mahmed-amin-khan, and 

QhandoSran, and fome Outers, with whom he was holding Councils every 

day and every night, witho ut coming to any determination ; for he was 

fo irrefolute and fo faint-hearted, that he could put nothing in execution.
/• ‘ ' i . 't _
Mean., ivhile the report of thefe. dMentions being fpread far and near, oc- 

calioneadfiau a dearth of all kinds of eatables in the capital, that inhabitants
the Emperor &

as well as travellers found it difficult to fupport life, although letters and Xrs^X'son

m erges were coidnud|iy paffing and repaffing on that fubjed between, # ,,,
die Empei br and the two brothers j and God knows how far the diftreffes 

of the poor had been carried, had not the Emprefs-mother been fo* 

affeded by what the heard of their miferies, that (lie came out of the palace, 

and went to pay a vilit to Abdollah-khan, on whofe mind (lie gained enough 

to engage him to be reconciled to the Emperor, on condition, that the two

/, brothers
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brothers, on going to pay him their refpeds, fhoull have full perariffioi; itM  

take for their own fafety fuch precautions as the} fl ould deem fufBcicnt: after 

which they fhouid attend at court as heretofore. 1 ’he treaty having had its full 

execution, the two. brothers appealed Lefore the Emperor, implored his for- 

givenefs for the errbrsof their paft conduct, and bitterly complained of certain 

fuggeflions and infinuations that filled his Imperial brcaft with fufpicions, 

and eft ranged his Princely mind from them, his zealous and faithful fervarr? * 

Crown warm w ith the occafion, they both Icoiened their-fibres from lltir 

placed them both at the Empeior’s feet; and the cl' '*•<’? ' . Uts. on with this 

Speectirfone' addrefs : “  If we be guilty, here are our two heads, and there are twitflu m tothsScn-
peron « Swords j. or if remembrance of our paft fei . ices ftiould render our ejjecu-

“ tion unwelcome, pleafe to diveft us of our offices, and to difmif, us ahege- 

‘ Ether from your fervice, that we may be at leifure to take a journey to the 

houfeof God; in order to heap honors upon our heads by vifiting the tomb 

of the Prince of men (our glo; ions Anceftor, on whom be peace forever) !

*\ or if your Majefty chufes to draw fotne further fervices from us, and to 

“  keep us near your facred perfon, vouchfafe, Treat-fire, to difmifs your 

“  fufpicions, and ceafe to liften to the fuggeftions of a fet of covetous, 

envious, defigning tale-tellers, that are pe petually aiming at the lives 

“  of fuch faithful fervants as we, without once minding how much blood 

we have fpent in the imperial caufe. Be reconciled, great fre. to thole, .your 
“  two approved fervants, and ceafe to harbour fentimenfs equally repugnant 

ef to that feme of gratitude, fo natural to generous minds, and to the fta- 

“  bility of an agreement confecrated by the tnoft ot men/ ous oaths.’’ h 

This feene Teemed to have affeded the Empetor, and ' produced 

a.momentary reconciliation: After many conferences it was agreed, that the only 

•way to put an end to fuggeflions and dtfiemions, was to part the rwo advetfa- 

rits* Emir-djemlah was ordered to quit the court, and to repair to Azimabad, 

tuc government of which was given him for an honorable exile; and Hof- 

• / I .  ■ ffc'ia-aaly-Uun
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fei'n-aaly-khan agreed to fet out for his Viceroyalty of Decan, where nothing but 

his prefence could curb the refradory of thofe countries, and quiet thofe that had 

fubmitted. This agreement which fatisfied both parties, was not much re- 

Iiihed by Emir-djemlah, who thought himfelf facrificed to the refentment of 

- the two brothers; whereas in reality, the whole intent of it on the part of the 

Emperor, was to encreafe his favorite’s means of power, and alio to exafpe- 

-ate his mind. HoiEV-.aaly-khah’s patent at the fame time was drawing up, 

and oix crs were blued to the Governors of provinces and fortrefles in all diole 

parts; to all commanders, and to all crown-officers throughout the fix and a 

hah Soobadaries or provinces of Decan, in whatever flation they might be; to 

fubynit to the new Viceroy and to be henceforth obedient to his commands.

I  wo letters of recall were likew :fe difpatched, one to Chia-kylydj-kban-nizanx 

-el-mulk, Viceroy of Decan with orders to quit his office, and to repair to 

the prefence; and the other, to Da8d-khan-Peni, Governor of GSdjrat, re

quiring him to repair to Boorhanpoor, there to wait the new Viceroy’s arri

val, whofe commands he was to obey. But this was only the oftenfible letter: 

a ferret, but a flrong ont̂  was at the fame time conveyed to him, enjoining him 

to lay in wait with a ftrong. army at. Boorhanpoor, where he was to fpare no Ths EmP®* 

means to deftroy Hoflein-aaly-khan and his troops, as in that cafe, he would V‘ 

hirnfeif be appointed Viceroy in his (lead, and become a proper objed for far- 

favors and diftindions. It was after difpatching thefe fecret inftrudions, 

that the Emperor thought of celebrating his nuptials with Adjet-fmg’s daughter, 

as we fhall foon reEry; but as Da8d-khan-Peni is going to cut fo great a fi- 

gure in our hiftot r, it .vill not be out of its place to infert here an idea of his 

perfon -:.J charader, by giving fome account of the difturbances and troubles 

to which his impudence and partiality had given occafion between the Mu- 

fulmen and Hindoos of Ahmed-abad, his capital.

In the fecond year of that officer’s adminiftration, which was Iikewife the 

firfl of the Emperor’s, it happened that in the night, in which the Gentoos

Q have
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have it in cuftonv to burn their H 81y (69), one of them was going to per

form that rite in his own houfe-yard, a (mail part of which appertained to 

fome Mufulmen’s houfes, when thefe laft objected to it. The Hindoo hav

ing pleaded that every man was mailer in fils own houfe, payed no regard to 

the objection, and burned his H 81y. The very next day, the Mufulmen taking * 

advantage of the Hindoo’s plea againft himfelf, brought a cow within that 

very yard, and killed her with intention of eating in common, and 

butimt fome victuals to the poor, as it was the day of the dero\e of the 

crown of created things (70). This adion brought upon them all the gen- 

toos of that quarter, who having overpowered the Mufulmen, put them to 

flight, and obliged them for their lives to conceal themielvesin their hcules.

The Gentoos tranfported by a religious fury fought out the butcher who had 

flaughtered the cow, and on not finding him, they dragged his fon, an in

nocent youth of fourteen, into that very yard, and Slaughtered him m atorie- 

* menr for what they deemed a facrilege. The Mufulmen thocked at fuch a

(69) As it is impoflible to draw any lights, from either the common HindSs; who know nothing but the bark of 
their religion ; and from the higher elafles or tribes,/which are of a fhynefs’unconquerable on that fubjeft, w« 
flv>u content ourfelves with faying fomething of the H8li of the Gentoc-.s, without diving into what.it was in- 

' tended to be. It is properly the C&maval of India, where the populace,, extremely modeft and referred at afl' 
times becomes licentious in thofe three days, and do and fay what thtv pleafe. At the third day at about noon 
they roll tbemfelves in the duft naked, and throw handfuls of it at each other. At about two o’clock in the 
morning they make a bonfire of whatever combuftibles they can lay hold off, and this is called burning the HS/s.
The ceremony of throwing handfuls of duft is fo facred with the Gentoos, that even an Engliflunan, that divi 
mty on earth, would not be exempted from it. One of them who was freihly landed from Europe, any knew , 
nothing of this ceremony, vyas approached with many bows and many excufes, by two whole fcore ,1 -ofo 
naked men,, and two handfuls of daft , were, not thrown, but put,, m a corner of his Palenkm: The Eng-
liihman confounded at what he faw, wasafking what they meant i don’t be angry, my Lord, faid two of them,

• jt is our cuftonv we grow mad thefe three days. But his dog, who compretefi; d as little as his mafter at

what he was feeing, having grumbled, and barked angrily, one of the two fjpeakey made him a falam, and 
told him in a refpedtful foothing tone of voice: do not be angry, my lord, It i’s our v tftora i it is our cuftorr. : 
we mean no harm.

(70) There was an enormuos malice in this affticn of the Muffntmen: For Sefides that, only a fmall pai i. of 
the yard belonged' to them, they certainly could kill an ox as well as a cow : but by the by, the latter is not 

* cuftomary; and as the killing of a cow in a Gentoo’e houfe, renders it uninhabitable for hint ever after, and ex~
pofes him, as well as all the by ftanders, to the pains of hell, onlefs they be redeemed by a whole life in pit- 
grimmager, and a whole fortune in aims, the whole family becomes polluted, aid ip/o/atfo interdiaed ajuaet »£*, 
among all the Gentoos. In one word, it was for ever excluded from fociety; and the whole quarter partook 

of the pollution. The Crown of created fubftances is, Mahommed.

" \  v  fight
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fight, fet-up a general hue and cry throughout the city, and drew after them, 

not only multitudes of the Mufulmen inhabitants, but likewife fome thou- 

lands of Da-Sd-khan-Peni’s Afghan foldiers; and all tliefe repaired to the 

Cazy or Supreme Judge’s lodgings. The Judge, who did not chufe to med

dle in an a flair where he knew that the Governdr had taken fide with the 

Hindoos, Unit his door in their faces. This could not but incenfe the Mu- 

fulmen, who carried away by their own prejudices, or poffibly dire&ed un

der hanenby the Cazy himfelf, demolifhed and burned his gate, and having 

taken the magifirate’s perlon amongfl themfelves, as if to authorife their ac

tions, they proceded to let fire to the fhops in the market-place, and to as 

many Hindoo houfes, as they met in their way; and they would have gone- 

on burning anchdeftroying, had'they not been oppofed by one Cop8r-chund, Religious
. w . troubles in Ah

and eminent jewel-merchant, much in favour with the Governor, but a moft mabad. 

violent zealot againft the Mufulmen. This man feeing his own quarter in 

danger, armed himfelf and friends, fiiut the gate of his quarter, and put 

himfelf upon his defencê  He placed mufqueteers on the gate, opened 

port-holes, and a fray enfued between the two parties, in which numbers of 

lives were loft. The turmslt continued for fome days, the fhops were fhut, 

throughout that great city, ahd bufwiefs was at ftand. When the tumult had 

fubfided, the Mufulmen who thought themfelves the aggrieved party, depu- 

tc^Threemen of note to carry their complaints to court, and tliefe were the ve

ry meri that had been pitched-upon before, to manage an accomodation be

tween the Mufulm.au,in  one fide, and the Governor and Gentoos, on the other;

* tc wit,- Sheh-abdol- vahe’d, Shell mahmed-aaly an eminent preacher, and Abdol-

aaZp  0ff8d-khan himfelf, who found his perfon compromifed in this affair, 

deputed Cop8r-chund, after having put in his band a S8rut-hal, or narra

tive of the whole difbrrbance, figned by the governor, by the Cazy, by the 

commander in chief, and by all the crown officers, which certified that the 

Gentoos were lioCm the wrong, and that the Mufulmen were the aggrefTors.

0^2 But
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But as Toon as die three deputies: were arrived at the capital, they were all 

three call; in prifon by Ratan-chund’s management, a man zealous in his fed, 

who found means to flilTe their complaints : And God only knows how long 

thefe innocent perfons had remained in prifon, had not Qhoadja-mahmed 

djaafer, the dervifh or religious, chanced to hear of them, and concerned, 

liimfelf in their unhappy cafe. This perfonage was no lefs a man than a 

brother to QhanddSran, one of the principal lords of the court: a pious man,

Who devoted to the love of God, had renounced the world and lived retired.

It was in his retreat that he heard of Ratan-chund’s cruel partiality; and 

from thence that he requested his brother to get thofe unfortunate per

fons, releafed. So great a favour made fuels an impreffion tipon one of them, 

namely on Sheh-mahmed-aaly the Vaez or preacher, that from that moment 

he attached himfelf to his benefactor; and as it was cuflomary for a number of 

public fingers and comedians to alienable in his retreat, and in the effufions of 

their ardent zeal, to fing verfes in honor of the crown of created things and of 

lus twelve defeendants, to the unfpeakable delight of the iUultrious holy man; 

the preacher who now was become a frequenter of that retreat, made it a prac- 

Retigious tice, after he had done preaching, to lay a few fentences in honor of the mef- 

Capita!. , fenger, and then to launch out in the prtifes of the twelve Imams or Pon

tiffs, his pious defeendants: a novelty which was likely to excite commotions 

in. the capital, but which however excited none, as we lhall fhortly mention.:

Our bulfnefs at prefent being to fay a few words about the Emperot nuptials 

widi his intended bride, the daughter of the Hindoo Prince Radja-adjelt- 

fing (71). Her father in diltniffing her, had put in her hands a number of 

important papers which fhe was to deliver to the Empefor, namely the. letters 

and order he had received for oppofing and deftroying HolTein-aaly-khan by 

any means in his power. Whether during that nobleman’s journey to court,.

(7 1) The Emperors of Hindoftan have it in cuftom lo tike to their bed two ortnrfe Ccntco Prince fies, dang 

Cers of the four melt potent Radjah’s of Hinolbm, namely, of thofe particular families that have in antient time* 
poffefled the throne. The ceremony of their reception amounts only to this. that they are made to pronounce 

lire Mahomedan profeflion of faith on their entrance into the feraglio, and receive Mahometan names. I
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'K̂ ^ > 'o r  during the Ranie’s or Gentoo Princes’s refidencein his palace, it is certain

that Hoflein-aaly-khan found means to get at thefe papers, and alfo to quiet

the inquietude, which the Ranie felt on finding that they had been in his hands.

Thefe papers of courfe were produced by the two brothers to the Emperor,

who made an apology for them, when his mother managed an agreement

' between her fon and them. This explanation having put an end to the dif-

fentions and difputes, and peace having been further confirmed by Emir-

djemlah’s being exiled from court, the Emperor thought of celebrating his

nuptials with the Rani, as it had been agreed, that after that ceremony ihould

be over, Hofl'ein-aaly-qlian would fet out for his Viceroyalty of Decan.

T he Emperor therefore layed his commands on his houfehold-officers for
*

making the necefiary preparations for that folemnity, and they in a fhort 

time performed their bufmefs. Rut this riot fatisfying Hoflein-aaly-khan 

who thought Ids honor concerned, as the Princefs had been brought to court 

by his means, had been all this while lodged in hi:; palace, and might 

be deemed his adoptive daughter; he made it a point to give that folemnity 

all the magnificence and all that fplendor for whiqh Hindoftan is. famous; 

and he made fuch preparations both for the bride and the bride-groom as * Magnificent
I , » preparatives

exceeded all that had e ven been heard in the capital, as well as all that had r?ade by ofr  the two bro-

been done for the greateft Radjalis and Kings of Decan, or for even the limnity1 of**#
'  Emperor’s nup,

.nagnific’ent Emperors of Hindoftan. The furniture, jewels and illurnina- iitidooWpnn-

jons furpafled by much any thing that had been done by the Emperor

himfelf. As loon as nig’ it came-on, an infinity of fires and imitative ftars

threw out at once fuch a blaze as feemed to difpute of preeminence with the

ftary hoft of the firmament, and to reproach it with its inferior twinkling:

Whilft the artificial parterres, by the variety of their colours* and the differ

ent fhades of their hues, gave the beholder an idea of the celebrated gardens

of
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of Irem (72). Plcafures and (hews of all forts, as well as fplendid entertain

ments, followed each other with fo uninterrupted a profufion, that the lowed 

• man in the city could partake of them, as well as the higheft; and furprife, de

light, and hilarity, would run after every one of the fpeclators, like fo many 

"beings putin motion by fome animal inftinft. Such were the throngs and 

the crowds of attendance, and fuch the concourfe of fpe&ators, that the ftreets 

and markets of fuch aa immenfe city, feemed® to have become "narrower, and 

each of them more imeafy than the heart of a lover in defpair; and, on the 

other hand, pleafure and joy were enlivening every face with fuch a bloom of 

florid freflmefs, that the flowers of the gardens were flung with the pangs of 

envy, and rofes felt themfelves feated on the thorns of jealoufy. Atdaft, 

after feveral days of fb animated a fcenery, the Emperor attended by his whole 

Court, repaired to a-noble hall of Hcflein-aaly-khan’s palace, where an illuftri- 

oas aflembly was waiting for him; and the reading of the marriage ritual hav

ing clofed the ceremony, the Emperor took his bride in his own cortege, and 

in the middle of a mufick, whofe delightful founds filled the air with gladnefs, 

he haftened to his Imperial habitation. It was on a Thurfday, the 22d of 

Ziihidj, in the year of 1127 of the Hedjra. «

W ho would have thought that fuch a {eerie of pleafure and delight, would 

have been followed at Once by religious diflurbances ? Sheh-abdollah, £ divine 

of Note, fiom MSltan, having come to the capital 011 fome particular bit- 

bulinefs, took his abode near the cathedral, where he often preached to crow

ded audiences, with whom lie foon acquired fo much celebrity, that the very

paffages to that Mofque were always thronged. Once he went to pay avifitto
*

Qhoadja-djafier, that religious nobleman, of whom we have already fpoken; 

and on obferving that fome of the latter’s followers and difeipies always falut-

(71) Gardens once exifting in a Southern part of Taman or Arabia Frelix, and which were deftroyed a thou- 
fend years before Mahomet, by a very ftrange accident for Arabia Land, to wit, an innundation. The dyke 

that contained a vait natural refervoir, formed by tliefe mountains, giving way at once, fwept away the very 
foil of the Gardens.

. ■ \ cd
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cd him with a proftemation, in which they killed the ground; and alfo, that 

the Comedians and Singers, who frequented that holy retreat, made it a 
practice to fing verfes in honor of the Meflenger’s Immaculate Spirit, and that 

of his facred offspring; he wasfeandalized ; and he remarked, “  that profterna- 

“  flernation was appropriated to God Almighty alone, and of courfe, unlaw- 

t( ful and indecent for any other: That to liften to fongs and verfes in mat- 

(f ters of religion, was reprobated and forbidden: And that to content 

“ one-felf with a few praifes in honor of the crown of created things, in 

“  order to launch out in the praifes ofhis defendants, without faying a 

“  word of his venerable four fucceffors, was repugnant to the Principles of 

Mufllilmanifm.*5 Qhoadja-djafter artfwered, that as religious perfons as well as 

their folloxvers acknowledge the Omniprefence of no being exifling, but that of God 

Almighty, Jt was impofible that they fhould pay a profler nation to any other 

being", and of courfe, iinpoffible that their Directors fhould connive at fuch a prac

tice', but that at any rate, men, who, tranfported by the extacies of their %eai, 

fancied every where prefent the objehl of tbeir adoration and love, and there foie 

proflrated themfdves on that ground, and biffed it devoutly, would not be likely tet 
give over their practice upon any one's reprefentations: and i f  that were the cafe, 
how could he prevent it; and zvhere was his fault in not putting a flop to it “ He * 

ended by thefe verfes:
“  T h e  traveller, the friend at your fide, and your neighbour, are all hisr 
“  Whether in the beggars rags, or under the gqld-cloth of kings, they are all his;
“  Whether divided by diftance, or ailembled under one roof,
U They are all his, indeed they are all his.”

<( As to the finging of the comedians, and the verfes of public lingers, thefe people 
fing nothing bnt what they have learned from their maflers; nor do Ichufe to in
terfere in their flnging, it being' no bujinefs of minei As to your own part,

*
i f  you know of any verfes in praife of the four Lords (7 3), do impart them to thefe

(73) This was an injudicious requeft, worthy of a defigning Syah: For, were as the Syabs have an infinity 
of Verfes in praife of Aaly, and his two ions, &c., the Sunnies reprobate all Verfes on that fubjedt, and content 
themfelves with only mentkwing in fome of their prayers, the names of the four Lords, (every one of whom < 
had either protected Mahomet, or ittved his life,) with only the addition of greeting and feau  be mto them.

peoth
g*-  ̂ 0 2 ^ ' '

\V" ' ’ S '



04 t h e  s  e  i  r  ( g j

people; that they mayfing them; and that it may become a praBke for them at all
times, and in all places.

T his anfwer could not fatisfy Sheh-abdollah, whoftrongly fufpeding that 

it could not have come out but from a man inclined to the Shyah fed, went

away difcontented; and on his next fermon -day, he refleded on Qhaadja-djaf- 

fer’s words, as favouring of Shyifm, and condemned them openly. He add

ed fome invidous affertions: ff For inltance, that Aaly Morteza, fon of Aab8» 

taalub, was not within the cloak (74): That it was improper to call him a 

(£ Seid; and that the expreffion offive pure bodies (75) w*s contrary to the prim*

“  ciples of Sunmfm; for, whoever fliould admit, the fame would thereby give 

“ an implied exciulion to the three other Lords, as not being equally pure.(|

He added feveral words and expreffions, all * tending to depreciate the 

Imarnite fe d ; and he feemed to aim at calling refledions and llric- 

tures upon its tenets and pradices. Qliaadja-djafter, on hearing of that fer- 

mon, fent him word, that to drop fuch expreffions from the pulpit, was dijfonant 
prom the current belief \ and repugnant to the cujlom and ufages of the Sunni feel, 

and might pojfihly give offence, and excite dijjentions : T'hat Jhould he chufe to 
come to his humble cottage, or to any ether place, where a number of learned per- 

Jons might be affemhkd, he flattered himfilf that the trouble he would be put-to 
would not be without its advantage, as h: .night thereby find an opportunity of 

having his doubts tryed by the rules of reafoning and the authority of tradition: For, 

in that cafe, they would be referred to* the mojl approved writings of the Sunni fed , ,

and to the fix holy collodions.

(74) Aaly is. ca'led the MSrtera or Agreeable, becaufe, betides Mohamet, he is the only man living menti
oned in the Coi'an. As to that obfeure exprefiion of the c/swf, it refers to this fadt It is reported that the 
Chriftians of Medina, (who however were the firft profelytes of Mahomet’s Principles) having challenged the 
Meflfenger to perform fome piodigy; and their chief having on his fide offered to perform one, eavelopped 
himfelf in his cloak, in the open field. The MetGpnger did the fame on his part; but it was remarked, that he 
took within it only his daughter Fatemah, and her two fans, Halien and Holfein, to the exclufion of Aaly, their 
father. He then commenced an invocation of the name of God, upon which the Chriftian defifled from bis chal
lenge.

(75) The expreffion of the five pure todies, is a tranllate of t hat oath. It is an invocation, common in India, 
lad  runs hr thefe words; Pandj-aten-pac, which is a corruption of randj-tru-puc.
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T his meflage was received with expreffions of pcevilhnefs and refent- 

ment; and a few days after, a multitude of young thoughdefs men, of 

an Iranian, extraction (7b), having affembled at the cathedral in fermori 

time, placed themfelves full in the preacher s face, with theii beaca and 

Amulets of Kerbella clay before them (77), ufing at the fame time fame 

threatening exp.eftions and geftures; This was refented by two or three 

tlioufand of his followers, all of the Sunni fed, who fufpeding this fccne 

to have been concerted by Qhoadja-djafer, and the whole intended againft 

their preacher’s fafety, took fire at once, and falling upon the young men 

with reproaches of impiety and blafphemy, they drove them out of die 

Mofque: And,this affair was likely to end there; but an ill-fated Hindoo, 

who was a Military man of fame charader, and had come to hear the fermon, 

having chanced to go out immediately after them (78), was remarked by fome 

people, au l in particular by one of the farvants of the Mof pie, who taking 

him to be one of thofe that had juft given Co much offence, ran after him with 

an intention to ftop or kill him; but the man having turned round and killed 

his purfuer, he was foon overtaken by fome others, who hacked him to pieces; 

nor would the multitude for three days together fuffer his body to be tak

en up) being in expedation to get fome further lights from fuch as might

(7«) Although t h « * ^ w o  or three pro 4  m Iran or Ferfi,, fuch as Shimn, the Daghiftan, and the 

D'rghafin Sec. that follow the Sunni principles, heverthelef, th. bulk of the Iranians Pcrfians,are ot he  
feu, which they tlyle Imami, as they adm t only of Aa'y for Imam, Pon ,f or Sueceffor to Mahomet, to 

the exclufionof Ab4-hea, Omar and Q ta m . who i * l *  hare been the immediate fnccelfors, and of courfe

r l , for „urpol'e: It ist'A. cr three inches in diameter, and ofa cncular

Porttifs The b Us part is ftamped witn the Pandj-ten-pack, or the name of the five pure bod.es, which are, M *

LnmeJ-, hjsfomm-law and Cohn, Aaly; his daughter, Fatemah; and her two fan*. Haflan andHofl m.

17SV Thofe that a, e eternally atcufmg the Mahometan religion of .to  ini propagated us tmetsby thefwo.d (

S  ™ T « l .th) ought to come to fndta and Ceethofe fhoalsof Oentoosthat embrace -v e r y  day; and 

we may remember th ,t on the Portugal. landing in India for the firft time at Calem , w •  

were only merchant* they‘found that the reigning Emperor's father, (Peromu *  “ ^  °  * *^ MeccJ
whole Matib.,r, had embraced the MahomeC.fm and quitted his Crown to perform the p. g

where he died. COme

ffii)
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come to do him that office. After this unhappy affair, fome of the mofl zealous 

o f the preacher’s followers having found accefs to fome principal courtiers, and 

by them to the throne, went in a body to the Emperor, and complained, that 

Qhoadja-djafer wanced to excite a fchifm in the Sunni fed, fimilar to that 

which had excited commotions in the reign of Bahadyr-fhah, when that Prince 

attempted to introduce the words Aaly is Heir to God’s EleEl into the Muflul- 

man Profeffion of Faith: And they added, that as fomething (fill more ferious 

feemed to be in agitation, it was better that the offender fhould be command 

ed to quit the capital.

O ne would hardly believe that fo fmall a commotion fhould have excited 

fuch beats in that irnmenfe city; for whereas it was heretofore common enough 

to fee profeffed fingers and others go fmging about the ftreets the praifes of 

the pure and holy offspring; and numbers of even learned men ufed often to 

flop and to take a plealure in hearing their verfes and mulick; now matters 

became fo much altered, that fuch fingers were fure of being hooted, and 

accufed of impiety and blafphemy. The Emperor on hearing of this new 

difturbance, confulted the Cazy Sheriat-ollah-khan on the fubjed, as the 

moft eminent divine that attended the Court. The theologian anfwered 

that <e what Sheh-abdollah had faid would not (land the left of a con- 

<! frontation with the beft treatifes on the Sunni tenets; and that therefore it 

“  would prove difficult to convid Qhoadja-djafer of heterodoxy; but as on 

“ the other hand it would be proper to put an end to this ferment, he gave 

e< it as his private opinion, that the Qhoadja fhould be requefted to change 

“  his abode, by retiring to the fuburbs, the more fo, as there would be nei- 

“ ther harm nor trouble in that.” This decifion was no fooner rumoured 

about, than Qhando8ran one of the principal Lords of the court, and a mi- 

mfter of ftate, having fent for the preacher, inquired of him what might be 

the fubjed of his wifhes in coming fo far to the capital, and whether he had 

any commands for him ; And the preacher having anfwered accordingly,

QuandoSran
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? « QhanddSran difpatched his bufinefs in a few days, and willaed him a prospe

rous journey to MSltan, his native country. At the fame time he pay 

id  a refpedful viiit to his holynefs, Qhoadja-djafer, and in the courfe of a 

converfation on that fubjeft, he Supplicated in humble terms the Holy man’s 

condefcenfion, giving it as his private opinion, that if he would change his a- 

bode for a time, fd far as to take his refidence at the monument of Saint Ni- 

zammed-din, in the Suburbs, Such a conceffion would effectually fliut up the 

mouths of his opponents. In this manner the commotion which bore a 

threatening afped, fubfided at once. It was high time; for very ferious 

troubles were riling in the northern parts of the Empire.

In the year one thoufand one hundred and twenty-eighth of the Hedjra, 

that is in the fifth year of Feroh-fyur’s, a bloody adion happened in the plains 

of the Pendjab, between the Sycs and. the Imperiaiifts, in which the latter 

commanded by Abdol-femed-khan, a famous Viceroy of that province, gave 

thofe inhuman free-booters a great defeat in which their General Benda, fell in 

to the vidor’s hands. This barbarian, whom nature had formed for a butcher,
efpecially of

trufting to the numbers and repeated fucceffes of thofe. other butchers he com- 

manded, had exercifed upon the people of God cruelties that exceeded all be- their patriWCh, 

lief, laying wafte the whole province of Labor: flufned with victories, he had 

even afpired to a crown; and we Kail fay fomethmg ot his hiftory and perlon.

He was a Syc by profeffion, that is one of thofe men attached to the tenets ^
of G8r8-govind (79), and who from their birth or from the moment of

their admiffion, never cut or ihave either their beard or whilkers or any hair

whatever oftheir body. They form a particular fociety as well as a fed, which

diftinguifh.es itfeifby wearing almoft always blue cloaths (80), and going armed

at all times. Tliefe, when once admitted into that fraternity, never make any

difficulty of mixing or communicating with one another, of whatever tribe or

'79) The words G8r8-govind may be' rightly twmflated by thofe of Bifhop Govind. The G ot :os without 
coming to any particulars, make however a kind of conf«liibn otl vtfiting their C 3 r3 , and tins always is done by 
nroftrating the whole body at fell length on the ground, with the hands joined and ftre-tohed behind the head.

( to )  U is true that they wear only a Ihort blue ac.ket, and blue longdraws: but they like-ife the yellow 
and the white in their turbants, as well as the blub, although by the by the latter is the general colour.

R 2 cIto
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clan or Acfe tksf may hive bssti hitherto; nor do they ever betray anything 

of thofe fcniples, precautions, 'and antipathies and cnfbms (8 x), fo deeply 

footed in the GehtOO mind, whatever diverfity or oppohiion there may have 

hitherto been in their tenets, principles, or common way of life. This feet or fra

ternity,, which Ipread itfdf far and near about the latter part of A orengzib’s reigrr, 

reckons for its inllitutor a GSrS-govind, one of the fucceffors of Nanec-fnah, 

the patriarch of thefeft; and here is what weltnow of this Nrfnec-fhah. He 

was fon to a grain-merchant of the Catri tribe; and in his youth he had been as 

remarkable for a gQgtd conduft and a laudable character, as well as fot the beau

ty of his face, and the fenfibleneis of his repartees (82) • Nor was he destitute of 

money. There was then in thofe parts a Fakir or religious of note, called Seid- 

haffen, a man of eloquence as well as wealth, who having no children of his 

own, and being {mitten with the beauty of young Nanec, upon whom bechanced 

to call his eyes, conceived an a fit ft ion for him, and charged himfelf with 

his education. As the young man was early introduced to the knowledge oi the 

mofl; efteemed writings of the Mufulrnen, and early initiated in die principles 

of their moil approved fophies (83) and contemplatives, he improved fa

(Si) Thofe fcrapul^sand antipathies are fa rooted, that even thofe that become chriftians at Fondichcry and 
elfewhere, are not to be reafoned with on that bead. A Gintoo will abftain not only from any. thing prepared 
or even touched by an Eutopean, hut even from his water,o~',. his knife, his cloaths; and likewile from any 
thing prepared or touched by any perfonof a different tribe, or even by a perfon they are not familiar with, he 
he of their own tribe. The Brahmans alone or the Levitical tribe are out of this rule, They eat nothing but 
what they have themfel.es prepared, bu: every other tribe deem it an honor and blefling to receive it at their 
hands; and hence the reafon w hy Brahman cooks are in fuch high repute.

(8t) The Mufulrnen, and probably it is the defcemlants of thofe fo inhumanly nfcd by the Syc’s, tell ftrange 
things of this fnrprifing beauty of young Nance's, and of the affefiion it kindled in his tutor’s breaft • and thefe 
things although fo very incredible in England, would have nothing furprifmg in India. The Sy.cs an  fil nt on that 
head, and bring Nanec at once from th > age of twelve to that of thirty, at which time he had followers. There 
is another religion, of very great pretentious in this world and of Hill greater opes in the other, which 
very prudently leaps from the Srft year of its Patriarch to his twelfth, an 1 then again,tabes another mighty jump 
up to his fitieth year, w here his hiftary is clofed : fo important it is that the particulars of the fpi ing, and fnm- 
rner, and even of the antum of a legfflator's lifelhould be concealed by a venerable cloud of impenetrable obliu 
rity. Of all the patriarchs, none lias ever had his whole life written with any detail but Confu-tfe or Confucius, 
and Mahomet; this lad, in the moft ci.rpumftantial deta 1 that has ever exifted.

(83) The word Supii from whith the Greeks have made jopbos, has at all times, fignified a wife man, conU-m- 
■ -p'atif and. virtuous; but as thefe people made it a point to wear nothing but wooilen fluffs or camhlets, called

f>jf> ail over Ttirky and Pcrfia, it is not impoflible but the garment Ihould have communicated its name to the 
men. Hence there am ia Engliih fuch words 25 black-friars and white friars; this much is certain, that one of 
the firft, braveft, and moft -virtuous .Emperors of the Turks, was called or firnumed, Jbfi becaufe he wore no- 
Hunt; but/./. It was Sultan-Morud, thefirft.

much
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much In learning, and became fo fond of his books, that he made it a prac* 

tife in his leifure hours, to tranflate literally or virtually, as his mind promp

ted him, fuch of thole m ixitns, as made the cLcpeft impreflion upon his 

heart. This was in the idiom of Fendjab (84), his maternal language.

Little by little he ftrung together t’nefe loole fentences, reduced them into 

fome order, and pot them in verfes ; and by this time he had fo far Ihaken 

©ff thofe prejudices of Gentilifnj which he had imbibed with his milk, that 

he was become quite another man. His collodion becoming numerous, it 

took the form of a book, which was entitled Greet, and became fo famous 

in the times of Soltan Babr, as to give celebrity to its author, who from that 

day was followed by multitudes of fped itors or well withers. This book is 

to this day held in fo much veneration and efteem amongft the Sycs, that 

they never touch or read it, without putting on a refpe&ful air and pofture,

And in reality, as it is a compound of what he had found moll valuable in 

thofe books which he had been perufing, and it is written with warmth and 

eloquence, it has necelfarily all the merits and attractions peculiar to truth 

and found fenre.

In times of yore, the religious perfons of that fraternity, Could not be dif- 

ftinguifhed either in their garb or their ufages from the Muiuimen fakirs; nor 

is the difference eafily perceptible even to this day. They live in communities 

both in villages and towns; and their habitations are called Sa’ngats (85) 

where we always fee fome one that prefides over all the reft. Nanee, their 

Patriarch left: only two children, one of whom when grown-up, ufed to a- 

mnfehimfelf with hunting and all the other pleasures of high life; and m 

this he has been imitated by his defcendents to this day, all of whom are re

paired heirs and partakers of his authority. The other fon, having addicted 

himfelf to a religious life, and .taken up the garb of it, his followers have 

done the Game, and look to all intents an l ourpofes like fo many Mufulmcm 

(84.) The Pendjcbi dialed of thellwdoftany, but like all the languages of Hindoftaft, tonoroos, foft and 

(8-) The word Sangat, fignifies, together and alto fraternity It comes immfung  which fignifies with, as

well as/«. Fakeer.



Fakirs. But wlnt is ftrange, Nanec-fhah had not for his immediate *

fucceffor either the one or the other of his children, but only a fervant of his,

The Patriarch Called An gad, who fat on the patriarch’s carpet with foil authority (86).

htschildren” but The ninth in fucceflion from this Angad was one Tygh-bahadyr (87), who

WsLnLit. £ was 0f  fuch an extraordinary character, as drew multitudes after him, all which

as well their leader went always armed. This man finding himfelf at the 

head of fo many thoufands of people, became afpiring; and he united his 

concerns with one Hafyz-aadem, a Mufulnnn Fakir, and one of thofe that 

{Filed themfelves of Sheh-ahmed-ferhindi’s fraternity. Thefe two men no 

fooner faw themfelves followed by multitudes, implicitly addicted to their 

chiefs will, than forfaking every honed calling, they fell a fubfifting by 

plunder and rapine, laying wafte the whole province of Pendjab: for whilft 

Tygh-bahadyr was levying contributions upon the Hindoos, Hafyz-aadem 

was doing the fame upon the Mufulmen. Such exceffes having foon attracted 

the notice of the crown-officers, gazetteers and intelligencers, they wrote to 

the Emperor Aorengzib that thefe two men made it a practice to live by 

plunder and fac: in anfwer to fuch an advice, the Emperor commanded the 

Viceroy of Pendjab, refiding at Labor, to feize thefe two mifcreants, and to

fend the MufuUnan to. the country of Afghans, quite up to the laft limits of
*>

Hindoftan, beyond the Atec (88), with defenfe to him to crofs it

(86) This right of fiting upon another's carpet implies the right of fucceding to his rights and authority; and 
this ceremony and expreffion is fpread all over the Eall’ from whence it has been brought to the confines of Eu
rope, where we fee the Crim-tartars ufmg the fame ceremony. As the Khans of the Crim-tartars, as well as 
ail the Tartarian Princes, deduce their pedigree from the famous conqueror Djenghis-khan, .we fee that when 
theyintendto atknowl. dge a nee Khan or King, they make him fit upon a fmall carpet which hasfervedtothat 
anceftor of then’:, and four men raifmgtbe carpet and the new king as .high as they can fhout out in the middle of 
the C8r8ltay or afiembiy: Choc-yajba: live long. A fhout that is, echoed by the reft, but as a carpet four hundred 
years old would not Hand fuch a teft, it is always placed upon anew. one.

(87) Tygb-bubadyr fignifiesa valiant blade.

(88) This river, the Indus of the antient is the fame as the Sind which pafles at Bacar, and Tatta, and emp
ties itfelf hy two mouths into hefea, one of which is that of Divel. It bears the name of Aiec only in thofe parts 
where it ferves as boundary to the Empire of Hindoftan : for to-day as well as two thoufand years ago none 
could be ferried over without a pals from the Governor of a Fort, Hence called A m  from the verb Aucna to 
flop or to be Hopped

/ p ... "\ /  1
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under pain o f death. Tygh-bahadyr, the other free-booter, he was to 

fend prifoner to the caftle of GSaliar. The Governor executed his orders 

punctually. Some days after there came an order to the Governor of G8a- 

liar, to put Tygh-bahadyr to death, to cut his body into four quarters, and 

to hang them at the four-gates of thefortrefs: a fentence which was literal

ly executed. But this execution was followed by mournful confequences.

Hitherto the Sy*cs had always worn the Religious garb without any kind of 

arm or weapon at all: but G8r8-govind having fucceeded to his father, The?.k fom 

diftributed his numerous followers by troops, which he put under the command com« Mdfert)

of his beft friends, to whom he gave orders to provide themfelves with arms 

und hcrfes. As foon as he faw them accoutred and mounted, he commenced 

plundering the country, and railing contributions. But he did not go long 

unpunifhed; the Fodjdars of the province joining together, fell upon thofe free

booters, and foon difperfed them; but G8r8-govind’s two fons having fallen 

alive in their hands, were put to death. The father’s fituation was now become 

full as dangerous: hunted down every where like a wild bead;, he retired to a 
ftrong hold which fecured his perfon for the prefent, but at the fame time, 

precluded his efcaping to his country and family beyond Serhend; the coun

try betwixt being full of troops an4 garrifons. The man prompted by his 

critical lituation, applied to the Afghan mountaineers that live behind Serhend, 

and he promifed diem a large fum of money, if they could contrive to carry 

him to place of fafety. A  number of thefe accepted the bargain, and com

ing down from their mountains, they engaged himtolet grow his beard, whii- 

kers, and every other hair of his body; and when they faw it of a proper length, 

they put upon him a fhort blue garb like that ufed amongft thofe highlanders, 

brought him out o f his flrong hold amongft themfelves, and made him tra- 

verfe the whole country, not only with perfect fafety, but also with honour.

For whenever any one put any queftion about this man which they payetl fo

much refped-to, they would anfwer, that he was a Pir-zada or Holy-man of
their’s,

: ■ ( T S t )  ' \

m 1 V '■

' . , ' . - ■' S  ii

f ( W J .  M U T A CL H E R I N. 91 < S L



' G°%\ . * lip . . mm . .

t C S ) 1  9* T H E S E I R  G ]
: I 1 ‘

their’s, thePir-zadaof 8tch. G8r8-govind having been fo lucky as to extricate 

bimfclf outjof fo great danger, conferved the Afghan garb in memory of that 

event; and he even made it henceforward the diftin&ive garb of his followers, 

no one of which could be admitted into it, uolefs his hair and beard proved 

of the proper lengt h, and his garb of the proper pattern. But the lofs of iris 

children had made fo deep an impreffion on his heart, that he loft his mind, 

fell in demence, and fhortly after died of grief and farrow; he was fucceeded 

by Benda, that butcher-like man, of whom we have fpcken above, This infernal 

man having affembled multitudes of defperate fellows, all as enthufiafts, and all 

as thirfty of revenge as himfelf, commenced ravaging the country with fuch 

a barbarity as had never had an example in India. They fpared no Mufvd- 

man, whether man or woman or child. Pregnant women hathheir bellies rip- 

eft open, and their chidren dallied again!! their faces or again!! the walls. The 

Empe- or, (and it was the mild Bahadyr-lhaw) jOhnddered on hearing of fuch 

atrocious deeds. H e was obliged to fend again!! thole barbarians not only the 

trdops of the province, but entire armies, and these too, commanded by Ge* 

neials or Importance, fuch as the Lord of Lords, Munaam-qhan, who at the 

head of thirty thoufand horfes endofed that federate in the fort of L8hgar, 

where he befieged him. 3 he man after having defended himfelf for fome 

time, contrived to give him the flip by an expedient in which he (hewed as 

much fagacity and wifdom as animal courage and prowefs. Neveithelefs 

being ftdl purbied, he was encircled again by three Generals that had joined 

theii troops together: It was Mahmed-amin-qhan, Aghyr-qhan,and Roftem-dil- 

qhan; but his genius fertile in expedients, extricated himfelf again : Not that he 

made any flan J before the Imperial troops; he hardly gave them an opportunity 

to lee hi in : Perpetually on the wing, he kept out of their way, when having 

given them the flip, he fuddenly faUied forth at an oppolite fide, like 

fume lavage efcaped from the hunter's nets, and then he put every thing 

to fire and fwoid, maflacreing every Mufuliaan, and ddlxoying every

-7 , temple
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temple and every Sepulchre of their’% which he could find; in fo much 

that his ravages and barbarities feerned to go on encreafing; and fuch 

was the flate of things, when Bahadyr-thah departed this life. His children, 

occupied in difputes about the dirone, had no attention to fpare for Benda, 

fo that his power became formidable at >aft. On Feroh-fyur’s accefiion to the 

throne, Lfiem-khan, V iceroy of Labor, received orders to deflroy thofe 

free-booters; bht thofe frec-booters defeated him totally in a pitched battle; 

and that Viceroy after iofing the greateft part of his men, retired within 

Lahor with his full meafure of ihame. Benda elated by fo unexpected 

a fuccefs, recommenced his barbarities with more fury than ever. It was 

time after this battle that Bayezid-khan, Fodjdar of Serhend, hearing 

of Benda’s approach, thought it better to meet him half way ; and he was 

encamped without the walls, when in the evening he retired to a private 

tent where with a fmall congregation he was performing the afternoon pray*

. ers, when a Syc, as delperate doubtlefs as any of Haffan-faba’s devoted 

young-men (89), having creept under the wall of the tent, gave him a 

mortal flab, as he was proftraring himfelf; and in the confufion and fur- 

prife which ertiued, he-reared to Kis brethren without receiving any hurt.

This piece of intelligence having .foon reached the capital, the Emperor 

commanded Abdoktemed-khan, a T8ranian Viceroy of Cafhmir, who en

tertained fcveral thoufands of his Country-men, to march againft thofe fee- 

Jerates; and to encourage him in that expedition* the Emperor fent him 

the patent of the government, of Lahor for his don, Zecariah-khan. This 

General, wbofmee became lb famous, had with him feveral thoufand troo

pers of his nation with federal commanders of the higheft diftindion, fuch 

as Kamer-eddin-khan whom we fhall fee Vezir-aazem in the fequel, Mah-

(8g) Sirnnmetl Safai is the man known ttl the ernfades under the name of tlii old man of the mountains
which is a "bungling- r.inflate of the words Skb-el-DjtM , the" F rir.ee of the hilly country. And as his devoted 
}oi.Qgtnen were called la ArSbic JfnjUinM, or the Hai&nMtis, this word has given birth to the word Haflafin or 
Aiialliu, that fignofie* auipderer, in fix or (even 'languages ol Europe.

S med-amin-khan,
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med-MTun-khan and Aghyr-khan * they were at the head of their own 

troops, to which the Emperor added feveral bodies of his own guards, 

fnch as the Vala-fhaliies, and die Ahedians (90).

With fuch reinforcements Abdol-femed-khan, who waked only fora 

train of artillery, fet out forLahor, after having appointed for his Lieute

nant at Cafhmir, his own {lave Aref-khan ; and taking with him the troops 

he found en ramped at that city, he marched in quell of the barbarians.

As he had a good army in which were feveral thoufands of his own country 

men, thefe troops fell with fuch fury upon thofe wild beads, and they re

peated their attacks with fo uninterrupted a perfeverancc, that they cnifbed 

them to atoms; nor did the General give over the purfuit, until he had 

made an end of them. That mifcreant of Benda flood his ground to the 

amazement of all, and in the firll engagement he fought fo heroically, that 

he was very near giving a compleat defeat to the Imperial General; for 

although beaten and vigoroully purfued, he retired from poll to poll, like a 

favage of the wildernefs from thicket to thicket, lofing endleflly his men, and 

occafioning Ioffes to his purfuers. At iafl worn down by fuch an incelfant 

purfuit, he retired to Goordas-poor, the native country of raoft of thofe 

Barbarians, and where their chief had long ago built allrong caflle, in which 

they kept their wives and families with the booty they ufed to make in 

their courfes. The Imperial General blockaded it immediately, nor was the 

place unfurnifhed with provifions; but the multitudes that had fucceffively re

tired thither were fo confiderable; and the befiegers kept fb watchful a guard, 

that not a blade of grafs, nor a grain of com could find its way to the fort j 

and the magazines within being at lafl emptied of their contents, as the block
ade drew to a length, a famine commenced it s ravage amongft the befiegers,

(90) The Emperor’s houfehoid amounts to forty thoufand men, at! cavajjy, but ferving on foot in the citadel 
*nd in the palace. It confifts of feveral corps fuch as the Sorqh-pofhes or Red-wearers 5 the Soltanies, or Royals * 
the Vala-fhahies, or high Imperials; the Camf-f*/httar Cuirafs-wearws; the ALidians* or Serving fiogif, h *  
tatrfe thefts h&  have the Emperor for their immediate Coienei.

7-1,6 vha
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who fell a eating any thins that came in their way: afles, horfes, and even TheSycsaf.

O  J a j  w . j ter a multitude

oxen became food, and what is incredible, cows were devoured. Never- areXftro T̂* 

thelefs fuch was the animofity of thofe wild beafts, and fuch their con- 

fcioufnefs of what they had deferved, that not one of them would talk of 

a furrender. But every thing within, even to the mod venerable, as well 

as to the moft loathfome, having already been turned into food and devoured; 

and this having produced a bloody flux that fvvept them by fhoals, the furvi- 

vivorsafked for quarter and offered to open their gates. The Imperial General 

.ordered them to repair ro an eminence, where they would fee a pair of 

colours planted, and where they were to depofe their arms and clothes, 

after which they might repair to his camp. The familhed wretches oblig

ed to comply with an order which forboded nothing good, obeyed punctual

ly; like beafts reduced to their laft Ihift; and having been made fait hand 

and foot, they were made over to his Moguls or Tartars, who had orders 

to carry them clofe to the river that ran under their walls, and there to throw 

the bodies, after having beheaded them all. The officers and principal 

men were put in irons, and ordered to n arch in a body, mounted upon 

lame, worn-down, ma ngy afles and camels, with each of them a paper- 

cap upon his head; and it was with fuch a cortege that the General entered 

the city of Lahor, which he reached in few days. It happened that Baya- 

zid-khan’s mother, an old T8ranian woman, lived in that city; and hearing 

what had happened, and that her fon’s murderer was amongft the prifoners, 

fhe requefted her attendants to point him to her: Tor, the man having ac

quired a character amongft his brethren by fuch a daring aCtion, had been 

nick-named Baz-fing by them (91), and had bepn promoted to a confidera-

(91) The Falcon-Lion, or Lion with the rapidity of a Falcon. The e Titles are common all over India, amongft 
the Gentoos j but <Specially in Decan, where, any one that has k  lied a Tyger, without (hooting him, is hence- 
forwards ftrnamed, Matfi. In Hindofbm, he that had killed a Lyon with a fahre, pike, or poinard, a flamed 
the Title of Simg, or Lyons and it is this inilitutibn which the Mahometans had in view, when on their making 
conquefts in India, they perceived fo many Generals with the Title of Sing. This infutution they copyed, by 
giving to their braved chiefs, the Title of Djm* which implies fome remarkable character in war and bat
tle ; For thole of V & lu , ad Mult, have been copyed from the QUahfat, or Arabian monarchy.

S t  ble
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ble office. The old woman having got upon a terrace that overlooked the 

ftreet, lifted up a large ftone which fhe had provided, and being dhefted by 

the found, (for fhe was blind) fhe let it fall fo luckily, that fhe killed him out

right : and the old lady, after this aft I on faid, that fhe would nsw die fatisfied, 

and revenged. But this aftion having, as a fignal, roufed the people of that 

city; and the General conceiving that he might lofe all his prifoners through 

the fury of the mob, ordered them to be conveyed to a place of fafety amongft 

the baggage, where they were covered WJth trappings of elephants, and every 

thing that could conceal them from the people’s eyes. The next day, he fet 

out of the city at day-break, and with the fame precaution; his intention being 

to prefent them alive to the Emperor : For further precaution; they were put 

under the care of Camer-eddin-khan, and his own fon, Zacariah-khan ; and 

fowarded to the capital, under a ftrong efcort. As (bon as they had arrived 

in the cut-fkirts of the city, the Emperor fent out Mahrned-amin-khan, with 

orders to bring them in, mounted as they were; but'preceded by a number o f 

heads fixed upon pikes, amongft which fhould be feen Benda, with his face be- 

fmeared with black, and a wooden-cap on his head. That wretched himfelf, 

having been brought before the Emperor, was ordered to the caflle, where he 

was to be fhut up, with his fon, and two or three of his Chief Commanders. 

The others were carried by a hundred at.a time every day, to the Cotvals tri

bunal, -where they were beheaded; until the whole number of them, was com

pleted; but what is lingular, thefe people, not only behaved quietly during 

. l ê execution, but they would difpute and wrangle with each other, who 

fhould be executed firft; and they made intereft with the executioner for 

that very purpofe. In this manner the whole number of thefe wretched be

ing told over, and every one of them having received what he had fo long 

deferred, Benda himfelf was produced; and his fon being placed on his
Benda under- . . _ ■

af> the father was ordered to cut his throat, which he did without uttering 

one wend; Being then brought nearer to the M agnate's tribunal, the

,,r..... latter
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fatter ordered his fled) to be torn off with red-hot pincers; and it was in thofq 

\ torments that he expired, his black foul taking its flight by one of thofe holes 

towards the legions for which it feemed fo well fitted. It is reported, that
jr ;

Mahnied*amin -khan, having had the curiofity to come clofe, and to look 

at the man, was furprifed at the noblenefs of Iris features. Struck with 

fuch an appearance, he could not help fpeaking to the wretch. u It is 

“ furprifing, faid he, that one that fliews fo much accutenefs in his features 

<c and fo much abilities in his condud, fliould have accumulated upon his 

head a multitude of horrid crimes that would ruin him infallibly in this 

“ world as well as the other; crimes that had brought him at laid to fo ex- 

ei cruciating an end.” The man with the greateft cotppofure, anfwered in 

th’efe term‘d : £t I will tell you, my lord. Whenever men become fo corrupt 

££ and wicked, as to relinquith the path of equity and to abandon them- 

££ felves to all kinds of excefles, then it happens in all countries and in all 

£c Religions, that providence never fails to fufcite fuch a murderer as me,

<£ whofe only office is to chaftile a race become totally criminal; but 

<£ when the meafure of punifhment has been filled, then the butcher’s office 

££ ceafes, and his miflion is over : and then that fame providence never 

u fails to fufcite fuch a mighty man as you, whofe miflion is to lay hold 

of the Barbarian, and to configr. h im to condign punishment.”
M Why fliould this oppreflbr’s haughtyncfe and violence lalt fo long ?

“  Is it becaufe God Almighty’s fcourge ftrikes without a found r”

After having been carried thus far by a digreflion which we thought we 

owed our readers upon the Sycs, it is but natural that we fliould revert to the 

thread of our hiftory, efpecially as the diflentions at Court carried a moft 

threatening afpedt, and feemed to prefage infinite ills to the whole Empire.

We have already related how it hail been agreed between the two rival con

tending parties, that on Emir-djem kill’s quitting die Court, Hoflein-aaly~ 

khan fliould repair to his poft in Decan j. and how his departure had been

delayed1



delayed on fome particular accounts: At lafty after having accomplifhed

all his views, that Viceroy fet out, but not without repairing firft to Court,

Threat of one d tellin^ the Emperor and his confidants, plainly, “  that if in his abfence
of the brothers o  x
touhe Emperor <( ^  thing rnoulcl be attempted againft Iris brother, the V £zir Abdollah- 

« khan, his Majefty might reft alfured that he would quit every thing,

« in order to be again in the Capital within twenty days at m o l” This 

opetr threat having only ftrewn the Emperor, how powerful the Viceroy 

thought himfelf, he was no fooner gone, than the Miniflers difpatched 

letter after letter to T)a8d-khao-peni, Governor of GSdjrat; an-Afghan 

of an illuftrious pedigree, who had acquired fuch a high character in thofe 

Southern countries by his great bodily ftrength and his lieroical prowefs, that 

he was revered in all that trail, and held in the higheft efteem with the rulers 

and Generals of the Marhatta Empire, Thofe letters brought him the patent 

of the Government of B8rhanp8r added to his own, with orders to repair 

thither at the head of his army, it being on the high road to Decan; and 

to demolifh Hoffein-aaly-khan and his troops, by any means in his power, 

after which he would of courfe fucceed him in that Viceroyalty then become 

vacant. On the receipt of thcle inftruftions Dii8d*khan, who made but 

little account of his enemy, repaired to B8rhanp8r, where he without hefi-
CiSd-ktisn-

S io r  t3rvZ tfttion affumed all the ftate of a Viceroy of Decan. This intelligence having 

cp%(eSin- been foon conveyed to Hoffem-aaly-khan, the latter wrote to the Afghan,
ally-khaft. J

“  that as he (Hoflein aaly-khan) was actually invefted with that Viceroyalty,

** it was but proper that he, Da8d-khan-peni, fhould come to pay his 

“  refpe£ls to his fuperior, and fhew himfelf ready to execute his commands,

“  this being fo very conformable to the rules of fervice: elfe, he had 

better repair to the Emperor’s Court at once, without giving fo unjufti- 

“  fiable an example to thofe refractory countries, and rendering himfelf 

« guilty of proceedings that could end in nothing but in difturbances and 

« diflendons.” Tliis letter having not made die leaft Impreilion upon Da8d-

kliaa
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khan, he came out o f BSrhanpSr, and encamped in die plain fully relblved 

on a vigorous opposition* He at the fame time invited over a number of 

Marhatta. Generals, who had become Crown-fervants, having been deco- 

rated wiih grades and commands of honor and emoluments, fuch as of five 

and feven thoufand horfes, fo early as the reign of Bahadyr-fliah. The 

moft confiderable amongft thefe was Bimba-find'iah, who enjoyed the whole 

territory of Aurengabad in lieu of his pay. All thefe came and remained 

encamped with Dii3d-khan until the twenty-fifth of Ramazan, at which 

time Hofle m-aaly-khan appeared at the head of twenty fix thoufand horfes, 

the only ones that were able to keep pace with him, but all veteran troops, 

accuftomed to be led to fuccefs and victory under his command. This hap- 

pened in the fourth year of Feroh-fyur’s reign. The Viceroy being arrived 

within fight of the enemy, endeavored to reclaim that haughty imprudent 

Afghan, by fending him feveral very inviting meflages; but finding him 

deaf to all remonftrances, he thought only how to reduce him by force. He 

therefore ranged his army in battle array, mounted his Elephant, and 

marched down upon the enemy : the latter did the fame on his fide, after 

having placed on his front a body of Afghans, all his country men, every 

one of whom thought himfelf equal to a Roflem (92). The battle proved ob- 

ftinate and bloody : the valorous on both Tides, prefling upon each other, 

as in the day of judgement, were rulhing forward, regardlefs of every tiling 

but how to engage amongft the foremoffc. In a moment it commenced 

raining heads, which dropped like hail from the clouds raifed by the in-

(  91) Roftem, RSftam, and alfo Roftan is the Hercules of theEaft. Like him, he was of a prodigious ftrength 
of body, like him he founded a potent family and a Principality 3 like him he purged his country of monfters, 
ferpents, dragons ami lions as well as of tyranical kings j 1 ke him he wore a Lion s hide, but the dif
ference is entirely in favor of the Perfian hero : the latter was juft, temperate, and an amiable Prince ; ha 
alfo had blue eyes and a red beard, whereas the Greek had them both black : laftly, the Grecian wore his hide 
juft as he had got it from the animal flayed, whereas the Perfian bad it made into a clofe drefs, not unlike that 
«f a Buffer, and in fuch a manner as that the head and mouth came fo low as his forehead: and formed a head- 
cap, which laft circumftanco proves his having lived in a more civilized country than the Grecian.

flamed

.
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flammed Sabres (93) ; and feeams of blood pouring down from the hands 
of fo many heroes in fury were drenching the dry thrifty earth. How-many 
bodies hitherto acctiftomed to all the conveniences and delicacies of a ilc- 

TheWoody uiibus life found that day their bed on the bloody hard ground? and how.
‘fcanle of BSr-
haiipow- many heads dreaming with blood, did colour the point of fpears, like fo

many full blown rofes, fixed on their ftaiks ? the ponderous earth eternally 
lhaken bythe inceffant roaring of cannon, teemed to have aiiumed a motion 
like the heaven, whilft heaven itfclf confounded at the appearance of fo 
many blood-drunk warriors, flopped fhort, and flood motiomels, like a 
ktmpilh clod of earth (94)- Da8d-hhan had given orders to his conductor  ̂
to carry his Elephant clofe to that of Hoffem-aaly-khan’s, as foon as he 
could defery him. But mean while Hiramon, a valorous Getitoo, who- com
manded the Afghan's van, had puflied as far as the enemy’s artillery, where 
he was making a great daughter, when he was himfelf given for food to 
the famiihed fibres of a body of Seids of Bar, who threw them [elves in 
his way, and killed or wounded every one of thofe that had followed 
him. But this lofs did not divert DiiSd-khan from his defign.; he was 
eagerly pushing forward amongft a body of officers mounted like himfeffi, 
ainongft whom he towered out as terrible as the man on the Elephant mention
ed on the Coran (05) . He was flecking his rival every where, being pre

ceded

( gl The Perfian and Indian fabres being made of a particular Heel, particularly tempered, look, when po» 
lUhcd and prepared j*ritli fome miner;-.! acid, as if a plentiful ftream of water or of firs was actually pouring 
down upon the whole furface, from the hilt to the point; and hence thofe methaphorical expreffiens fo com- 
*inon m our author, At well as inall the Orientals, of a devouring Jabrt— a John vomiting 'fire anAf.ames— tfi an 
enemy drinking' fU m futty e f'tb t jr ta m  running down firm  thi Jabrc c f bis vi3or. Thefe fabres are made in In
dia, m Labor,- and Delilt. In Perils, they are made in Com, Ifpnhan, and efpecially at Larj In Turkey they 
arc made at Damafcns and m Mefror Cairo. Look at the Remark *46, Seaion sd.

(' 4-' Tht fe that fhall read this animated deferipfon, fhwil probably find this Eaftem ftyle fbperiorfo all 'hofa 
f"-- - of turope, where no Poet can fpeak ot battle Without introducing thofe imaginary beings of Mars anti 
Btihna, Sec. '

(9«) T here is made mention In the Coran of an Ethiopian General, who, after having conquered Yaman, 
pr Ar.'bia Foelix, came to attack the Hedjaz, and Mecca, its capital, at the head of an at nay of fifty thoufandmeni 
fife w'fstiounted upon an elephant; and this happened about twelve-hundred years ago, and fifty years before 
Mahomet. This piece of hiflory gives aa inhght into what muft have happened in iisne other countries of

world
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/^ S^ ^ ced ec! by three hundred flout Afghans, who armed with battle-axes, were 

hewing down every dung in their way. This formidable body (truck a pa

nic in the enemy’s ranks. It was there that fell the bravefl of the Viceroy ’s ar

my : Mahamed-y$ffSf, Commander of his artillery, as well as Rollem-beg 

and Beffalet-khan at the head of their troops which were mowed down 

by fhoals, and now returned their acknowledgements to their matters by 

torrents of their blood : Aalem-aaly-khan with Qhan-zeman -qhan and a num- 

j, o f perfons of diftinfOon, were wounded there grievoufly. The Afghans 

nlaking their way with fuch a daughter, Da8d-khan at latt found himfelf 

, againft Mir-mufbreff, an ancient General perfonnally attached to Hoffem- 

aaly-khan. He was armed Cap-a-pie, and looked like one cafed in Iron: 

,Ba3d-khan mifhking him for the Viceroy, cried out who he was himfelf, 

and faid, zvhat for do you keep conceded behindyour muffler, like a woman ? up 

.with your vi/or, man, that I  may fee who you are. Da8d-khan faid this out of 

contempt, became that Afghan never wore but a Djama of muffin on the day 

of battle. He hid, and putting an arrow to his bow, lie with an unerring 

aim, lodged it in Mir-mufhreFs neck: that officer fainting with anguilh 

and I n f s b l o o d  fell down from his haodah, to which he juft held by one 

of his hands. In this fituation Diipd-klian’s driver, making a ftout ufe 

of his Iron-crook (99), gave him oh the back two or three blows, fo well 

conditioned, that the nobleman remembered them for the remainder of his 

days; and feveral years after, on recounting all this detail, he could not help 

carrying his hand to his back,* and faying that they were fevere blows indeed,

world, where arts and Sciences muft have appeared jndd.fappeared at certain periods. It thews that twelve cen
turies ago, the ^Ethiopians were a c i s ilized people, that underftood the art of taming elephants, and that of build
ing ftups, winch inlt implies all rue arts, whertas to-day, all their flopping. confttts in hollowed logs of wood, 
and all their art in bewildering and then killing elephants for food.

(96) This iron inftrtitnent is called an and may weigh twelve pounds. It is one Inch in diameter, and 
three feet long, ending in a fjiarp point. At eight inches below that point, there (hoots out another which 
bends downwards like a hook} and it is chiefly with this laft that the animal is dire&ed and thaftifed, although 
the ftraight point, and its routwfbottom, ferve occafipaaUy.

X  and
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ajac| that he felt them ftill. Whilft this terrible execution was taking place, 

Mir-mufhrefF’s elephant-driver feized this opportunity to part the two beads; 

and as he hung ftill by the hand, a report fpread throughout the whole ar

my that he was flain; and this report only increafed the Panic, and now the 

Afghan drawing near Hoffein-aaly-khan’s elephant, people thought that all 

was over, and numbers fell oft" their ranks, whilft others fled in earned: • a 

fignaf difcomfiture was going to enfue, few choofmg to ftand by their Gene

ral, but a body of men of note, who refolved to perilh rather than to for- 

fake him. Matters grew critical, and the confufion as dreadful as that of 

the day of judgment, when a mufquet-ball, as if by exprefs order, ftruck 

Da8d-khan, in the forehead, killed him outright, and changed the mourn- 

m8d-khan fog of his life and glory into an everlafting evening. The drivi t  feeing his 

InkSfe ’of to mafter witliout any fign of life, turned his elephant about, and fled with 

thofe that fought to avoid the edge of the purfuing fabre. At fight of this, 

Hoflein-aaly-khan ordered his military mufick to ftrike-up in token of victory 

and rejoicing; and fending his people after the Afghan s elephant, which 

was foon overtaken, he ordeied his corps to be fattened to that animal’s foot,

and dragged throughout the whole city of B8rhanp8r.
. .. . " f  ] , '

lx  may be aiked what has become ofBimba-dji and his Marhatta Cavalry, 

of which we have faid not a word > And the anfwer will be fhort: The man, 

like a true Marhatta, contented himfelf with fcampering about at the begin

ning of the adlion, and then remained motionlefs like any common fpedlator; 

fo that when he faw that viftory had turned towards Hofiein-aaly-khan, he 

galloped-over, and prefented him his Nuzur as did all his officers: And all 

this while his Mahrattas having broke in the enemy’s camp, were plundering 

every thing they could lay their hands upon. Neverthelefs there ftill remain

ed much booty for the vi&orious army; and the whole of DaBd-khan’s 

equipage, money, horfes and elephants were feized for the Viceroy’s ufe: a

final!
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J  * **/fman pait 0f which only he vouchlafed to fend to the Emperor, and that 
too, after a length of time.

D\8d-khan had left at Ahmed-abad a confort, by whom he was tender-
\ly loved A Shi -was the daughter of a H indoo Zemindar, or great Land-lord 

of that kingdom, where it was a Handing rule, that fome of thofe Gentoo 
Princes fhould give their daughters to the Viceroy in being. 1 his lady who 

• had been initiated in die Mufulman Religion, on her entrance into the Serag
lio, was now pregnant, and leven months gone with child; and (he had in- 
treated for the liberty of following her hufband, of whom at his departure, d(,fetra”̂1 
foe had obtained his poignard, as a token of his love. The news of his death . contort, 
in the middle of a victory having now reached Ahmed-abad, (he took the 
poignard, and opening her own belly with a precaution and dexterity that a- 
tnazed every one, (he carefully drew out the child, and tenderly recommend
ed it to t' e by-ftanders; after Which few words, (he expired (97).

The report of this victory foon reached the capital, and it was remarked 
that the Emperor could not conceal his concern and regret. He even faid in 
the Vezir AbdoUah-khan’s prefence, “ that it was a pity that fo heroical a man 
as Da8d-khan fho.ilcl have been flain; and he added that he had been unwor-

Severe an-thily ufecT. This expreffion was taken-up by the Vezir, who anfwered “ that fwer 
« had his brother being ftain by thaî fivage of an Afghan, his death, he fop- °enxp̂

, Cog a concern
€f p0fed, would have appeared very proper, and at any rate would have been M̂8a"qha“’®
*< more welcome to his Majefty .

W hen dialogues between the Emperor and the Minifler could be tainted 
withfo much acrimony, it was not difficult, to conje&ure how far matters 
might proceed; and this was foon put to the teft by two events that happen-

(o7) It mull he recollected that this lady had been bred in the Kadjpoot notions, which incurcate that a wo
man who burns herfelf for her deceafed hufband, refuftitc prefently to live happy twelve hundred tboufand years: 
tenet, which engage Radjpoot women to burn themfetees by fcores, and this lady being debarred m the Serag
lio from fuel, a liberty, and unwilling to furvive her hufband, took this method of following him wituout hurt.

* ing ter drill!: For pregnant, women are not allowed- to burn themfelves.
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.^*y cd immediately alter this converfation : Thefe were the fuddeft difiniffion of

a body of choice men which the the Emperor had ordered to be railed, with 

a high pay, from, forty to nine hundred rupees per month, a pay which was to be 

affigned on crown-lands, or Djaghires, and in expedition of which"they had 

been promifed one w ith another, fifty ruj ees in ready money; but twelve months 

had already elapfed face that creation, and they had as yet touched nothing1; 

when at once the body was broke and difmiffed; and its fay-matters were told, 

that at prefent, there was no money in the treafury. The fecond event is the *; 

fudden arrival of Emir-djemlah from Azim-abad, where over and above the 

Handing troops of his Government, he had railed a large body of Moguls, and 

odier foreigners; and as the revenues of the country, very-ill managed by him, 

could not afford to maintain thofe additional troops, they fubftfted lay pillaging** „ t 

the Hat country, and exercifing violences even in the middle of its capital, where 

they put under contribution the poor people, as well as the nobility, Such enor

mous diforders could not but render Emir-djemlah’s adminiffration an object 

of uni verbal deteftation; but as he had alfo moft extravagantly fquandered away 

the public-money, and no refource remained for him againfl the infolencies of 

thofe people who threatened his perfon, here is the expedient he imagined would 

extricate himfelf: He got into one of thofe veiled -chairs that are ufed to convey 

women; and without imparting even a Hint of his defign to his moft intimate 

friends, or even to his menial fervants, he fled towards Dehli, where, terror 

adding wings to his fright, he arrived in fifteen days; and where, in the very 

middle of a dark night, he fuddenly made his appearance at the caftle-gate, 

like a ghoft from his grave, This was at a time when terrible reports were 

fpreading every where throughput the city, as if  fchemes were actually in agi

tation, about feizing the Vezir’s perfon: And, indeed, as the Emperor had 

now conceived a rooted averlion againft the two brothers, a rumour ran, that 

Emir djemlah had been fent-for under-hand. This much is certain, that when 

that Governor made his appearance, at Court, he was ill-received; and that

t o f ,  ' “ “ft# ' j ■
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reception having only added to the bad opinion which the World had con'- 

'tV:a ceived of his character, he turned himfelf towards Abdollah-khan, to whom be 

cornrhenced paying an affiduous courcfhip, as he was, faid he, refolved, hence- 

yTorwar<Kjto demote himfelf folely to his family; but all thefe proteflations were 

attributed to artifice by the public, and even to a concerted fcheme of feizing 

Vezir’s petfqp. It was even fufpc&ed-, that the unexpected difmiffioit 

of the eight thoufand troopers, together with the vaft crouds of Moguls, and 

other difbanded foldiers, who arrived daily in flioals from Azimabad, and went 

every where armed and mounted about the ftreets, and especially to the palaces 

c f  Mahmed-utnin-khan, the Pay-mafter General, and of Emir-djemlah, and of ,
J The diflenti-

AhanddSran, were nothing more than fo many contrivances to circumvent the g J J g 'J 'g
. . .  ,  1 n  ■£ n 1 r  Ve*ir rile high-

Aezir ’ and they raifed fupicions in every one s breait, as if ail thefe ma- er man ever, in
■ J  ̂J A the latter KMtif

noeuvres meant no more than to fall unexpectedly upon his palace. That J* S " a*e£
' . . Uoops,

Minister, at laft, came to think fo hitrtfelfj and now giving way to his appre- 

henfions, he ordered his quarter and his habitation to be put in a date of de

fence, and a number of troops to be raifed. It happened, that his nephew, Ghai- 

rat-khan, who had been appointed Fodjar of Narndol, and had gone out oi 

'tfee .cirjr with a [lxong body, to take pofleffion, came foon to-hear of thefe dif- 

turbanccs; and he turned about, and took his quarters round his palace, not 

only with what troops he actually lfad with him, but a!fo with lame new levies 

which he made by the way, and chiefly with a large body of SC ids of Bar, 

who had flocked into the city, on hearing that the Vezir, whom they looked 

upon not only as their countryman, but alfo as their kinfman, was in danger 

from his enemies. Such terrors were fpread every where, and fuch appre- 

henfions conceived, tha .Abdollah-khan’s friends, who had fortified them- 

felves in his quarter, or in its neighbourhood, were now fitting upon their 

elephants the whole day, and (landing to their arms the whole night; the 

more fo as flioals of difbanded foldiers were now feen armed and mount

ed in almoft every large flreet. But what looks very Angular is, that it 
% *s

was
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was fuch a time of miftruft and confufion, that Emir-djemlah, at a lofis 

what to do with his own perfon, chofe to refugie hhnfelf in Mahmed- 

amin-khan’s houfe, after having rendered himfelr not only odious, hut even 

contemptible and ridiculous by his thoughtleis behaviour. It was with 

fuch a pufiUanimous conduct, and in fuch art abjett ftate of body and 

mind, that he ftill harboured thoughts of not only contending with fuyh
I

mighty men, as the viAorious Hoflein-aaly-qhan, and the Vezir Abdollah- 

qhan, the pole of the Empire, as well as with the late Zolficar-qhan, the Prince 

of Princes, bnt alfo of overtopping them in the ftate. Amidft all thefe move

ments and troubles, the Emperor who felt his own inability as well as his 

favorite’s incapacity, and who through his innate levity of rani bad already 

grown fick of thefe commotions and preparations, undertook to put an end to 

the whole, by discarding Emir-djemlah. He was difmiffed to his native 

country of M 81tan; and Ser-b&lend-qhan, appointed to his government of 

Azimabad-patna. But ail this repentance, and all thefe changes produced no 

conviction in any min cl amongft difcerning men; and the Emperor’s infin- 

cerity was now fo publickly known, and fufpicions had taken fb deep a root 

on that head, that whenever the Emperor went out a hunting, or the leaft g p  

tion was obferved'in his houfehold,. the report was prefently fpread'that the 

Vezir had been feized. No wonder after that, if that nxinifter continued to 

raife troops, and to prepare every thing for his defence.

T his year, which was marked by fo many troubles and difientioms, became 

alfo memorable by the demife of Afled-khan— the venerable Afled-khan— that
Death and ad- J

*rraof*ttlrroid wife Afleff (98) of the State, who had been fo long Prime Minifter to Aoreng-
Vezir, Alfed-
khan’ zib. He departed to the manfions of eternal mercy, after having completed

die ninety -fifth year of a virtuous life, full ofmerits: it was the fixth of Feroh- 

fyur's reign, and the fcven hundred and twenty-ninth of the Hedjrah. He may

(9i )  This s!Qcf was Crime Mmilter to Suft.man, or Solomon, and his name has ever after been ufed as an 
encomium on a wife Prime Miaiiter

He
(f fz)
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be faid to have been the Teal and laft member of that antient nobility, of Hin- U

do!tan, that had done fo much honour to the Empire. He had every qualifies- 

tion tfiay can conftitutc a charader equally eminent in public, and amiable in 

private; o f  a placability of temper, and of a benignity of difpofition fo en

dearing, that to this very day, his name is affedionately remembered by every 

ne. Withoutof the having ever (looped to any Lords of the recent Courts, he 

lived with dignity an A fplendour to the very laft, conferving uninterruptedly, 

his boundlefs influence over every part of the Empire, where, to his immor

tal honour, as well as to the emolument of all contemporaries, he never ceaf- 

ed to employ his credit, as well as purfe, in obliging any one that predated

himtelf, whether a friend or ftrange/.
“  Merits or demerits, that is the whole of what we can carry to the grave,

H ap p y he Who fhall go  thither perfum ’d b y  his m erits.(59)”

May God Almighty be metciful unto his Soul— Amen.

I t is well known that the proper name of that venerable Lord was Ibrahim 

(100), and Ifmael, that of his fori; this was no other than that fame Zolficar- 

khan, fo unjuftly, fo inhumanly murdered by Feroh-fyur’s order, in the very 

beginning of his reign; and people remembered, that the fon being unwilling 

,.hmit to the new Emperor, and fully ab’e toaflert his own independence, 

was foothed by the father’s entreaties, and totally fubdued by the weight of
fir*. ■ "•$».' rioijn'r' ' ',V| v 1 f ‘ * '">.W

paternal authority, which engaged,! him to lay afide all thoughts of oppofi- 

tion, and to repair with him to Feroh-fyur’s quarters : Upon which, there 

were then handed about two very affeding lines, that deferve to be preferv- 

ed. They are as follows:

T h e  evening echo w ith tears o f  blood dream ing from its eves,

“  R epeats, lo !  H ibrahim , is leading his IfmaTl to the done o f facrifice.”

Long before this veneaubie man’s demife, the Emperor, whofe main vice of

(99) This alludes to the rite of not only (having, wa(hing with foap, and perfuming all dead bodies, butef- 
peeially to the cviftom of putting dry rofe-leav s, and other odor.ferous druggs under their arm P it, &c.

(100) The Arabs Know nothing of A’ raham carrying his fecond (on, Ifaac, to the (tone of facrifice : They 
only know of HiOrahim, carrying his eUleft fon IfiBiul, thither, which Ifnwi! is alfo their Patriarch.

lorn
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adminiftration was to have never diicerned real merit, and who now repent- - n l  j 

ed of his precipitation, had rendered all his efteem and good will to that for-, 

lorn family: He was himfelf wondering at his precipitation, the mqpado, as 

he now felt deeply the fatal confequences of it. On hearing tj)y*f&fled-khaa ‘ 1
ror’I heiTOmb]e was upon his death-bed, he feat him a man of diftindion, who after having
meffage to him . . . . .  . .  . . .  , ,
juft before iris humbled himfelf in his name, had orders to pay him a viiit or coadokmce, qp
death.

his part, and to addrefs him in thefe terms: “  It is a pity that we (100). flxould
• t

have not been at firft lenfible of aft the merits of your llkiftrious family, and 

“  that fuch a fatal ignorance fhould have brought about a mournful event, that 

“  ought never to have happened. Now we repent, aad regret and fob; but 

“  all thefe come too late, and prove of no avail. Nevertheless, fuch is the 

“ high opinion we have conceived of your Highnefs’s eminent character, efpe-„. Jft 

'«  cially for benevolence, and fuch are the emergencies of our flotation, that we 

“  flatter ourfelves, that you (hall not deny us kune piece of advice, on what •

«  we arc to do with the Seids. Such a favour, after all, would not prove a 

The dying “  novelty in a charader fo renowned for fenflbiiity and benevolence.”
man’s remarka
ble anfww. T he venerable old man, after having attentively liftened to the meffage,an-

fwered in a mild tone of voice: “  You have committed a very grea^dor;

“  but fuch doubttefs was ourdeftiny,— and you was yourfelf under die adual

“  impulfe of fate;— but now the day pf retribution, I am afraki, feems at

% hand; you are full in its way;— and f much fear, left under the appearance

“  of thefe diffentions, ruin and deflation fliould have crept under the

“  columns.-of the Timurian throne. Now that you have fo unfortunately

“  given up your authority and Empire into the hands of the Seids, it is

retrogade ; on the contrary, fpare nothing to keep them eafy

4:4 and fatisfied, left thefe diffentions, by being protra&ed to a length, fhould

“  give birth to matters of a high nature, and reduce you to the neceffity of

* Offering the reins of your liberty, to flip abfblutely out of your hands.”
— *------- -—“—,— —;---------- ------- -—   —-— ------ r-   .<  —  .   ............ . -t;,

(101) f bd Emperors of Eittjoitaa never fpeak of, or defign th«ni<sly*«, but in the pi r.ral number, whether in- 
tetters or iacoavemtioa.

if I Nothing
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Contents o f the Second Section.

F e r o h  S y u r  tabs umbrage at the enormous power of the two Seids, who had 
. placed him on the throne— high difputes between the Minifler of the Finances and 
the Vezir— breach between the Emperor and the two brothers— depredations and 

fncceffes of the Marhatta CattdS -Beb'ary— the Viceroy (one of the two brothers) 
undertakes to put an end to them—fecret orders font from Court ago inf him— the 

,  . Marhattas avail themfelves of ibefe dffentions to eftoblijh a double-headed tribute 
all over the Decan— the younger brother (Viceroy of Decan) difregards every or
der from Court— rife of MSrady fnce filed Tticad-qhan, the favorite and mini- 

' on of the Eniperdr’s— the latter flrongly addibled to unnatural fraBices— refolute 
propojai-fij three eminent Commanders againfl the exieffive power of the two bro
thers—f  range anfzver of the Emperor’s— his timidity, irrefolution, flcklenefs—  
the Viceroy repairs to Court at the head of an army—fets up a pageant of an Em
peror— intimidates F e r o h  S y u r — affeftingfiory— the Vezir arms— M s bro
ther enters the capital like a conjuercr— tbe Vezir takes poffefion of both the cita
del and the palace— the Emperor dethroned—a body of Marked ta-iorfes defrayed 
within the city by the mob—feveralfkirmifhes in the f  reels bein'ten the Imperial- 
ifs and the Minifer's adherhents— Prince Refi-ed-derdjat proclaimed Emperor—
*nrrible nieffage of the Viceroy’s to his brother the Vezir-— F EftOH S t  un. dragged 

, " out of Woe Imperial Seraglio with enormous indignities, and confined— ,manner i f  
his death related in two different ways, by eminent contemporary authors, prefent—  
the two brothers take poffefion of everything in the palace— the young prince dies
is fucceeded by his younger brother Refi-ed-d'dZla —  and then by NicB-fyur -—  Ro- 
Jhen-aqhter ,fince Mahmed-Jhah, is proclaimed by the two brothers—furious com
motions in Cajhmir— Nizam-ul-mulk revolts againfl the twoBrothers and by dint 

*■ :,«* 0jQ energijfoip) gains three great baltlesagainfi their relations and partisans— no
ble action of ̂ Governor ofD'dZlet-abad--a confpiracy is formed at Court againfl the 
brothers-—the younger brother is affaffinated—the elder is defeated in a battle zvhich 
lafled thirty hours, and is taken— Mahmed-Jhah enters in poffefion of the throne,

O TH IN G  could be wifer than the dying Nobleman’s advice : but it made 

but a momentary impreffion, and the Emperor continued as thoughtlefs as ever.

Eternally obfeded by courtiers equally imprudent and ambitious, he ufed to

U  bellow

.(iff)

109 ( n T



bellow on their recommendations al! the fubordinate offices and employments ‘ ■ 

of Decan ; and fo boon as any one was requeued, fo foon was the patent of it 

drawn-up and bellowed, to the great difeontent of Hoffem-aaly-qhan, the ac

tual Viceroy, %ho looked upon all thofe promotions, as derogatory to his au

thority, and as-even dangerous to his fafety. His conftant practice was to fet 

afide the promoted with fair words, and fometimes with raillery, and to ad

vance his own creatures to all polls of trull: a conduct, that could not fail to 

occafion endlefs heart-burnings at court. Nor was Abdollah-qhan the other 

brother, more fcrupulous. His divan, Ratan-chund, pioud of his mailers ; 

Unbounded influence, meddled at pleafure with the Imperial regifters, without 

minding the Mutufuddies or crown officers and lervants, whofe province .it 

was to keep thofe books. Even the Divan of the Qhaliffah offipe, who is 

properly fpeaking, the minifter of the finances, or at lead the accomptant ge

neral, was become a mere cypher, or- a body withot a foul; and every matter 

of revenue and adminillration paffed through the hands of that Gentoo, who 

in a few hours time would tranfad bufmefs to the amount of feveral corors.

He leafed out all the# Crown-lands. A  concluft fo over-bearing and fo deci

sive could not but embarrafs both Ettefam-qhan, who liad been put at t;b» 

head of the Qhaliffah-office, on QhandoSran’s recommendation, and me Rai- 

Ta'lan, or chief counfellor who had the Divanlhip or Infpedion general of 

all the mullets; the more fo, as thefe two officers were differently affeded: 

the former inclining to the Emperor’s fide, and the latter to the Vezir’s : an 

ambiguous condud which expofed them to the dilpleafure of both lides, and 

which at laft rendered it expedient for them to give both their refignatfons 

of one common accord : So that thofe two officers were vacant, when Yna'i- 

et-ollah-qhan made his appearance at. court on a fudden. 'I his nobleman 

who had fallen in difgrace in the firll year of the Emperor’s reign, had made 

the Pilgrimage of Mecca, from whence he was now returned. As that no

bleman had acquired a great character for acutenefs and fidelity in the feve

ral

( s s i )
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V251' r a l  offices of adminiftratfon and finances, which he had held under Aoreng- 

zih’s and under Bahadyrdhah’s reign, and he palled for an able minifter and 

an excel!'-nt accomptant, the Emperor could not but be pleafed with the ar- 

rival of a tnaft of whole talents lie wanted to avail himfeif for the purpofes of 

remedying thofe diforders occafioned by Emir-djemlah’s incapacity; for he 

was now confcious to himfeif* how improvident he had been in detnolifhing 

the ancient nobility. He, therefore, call his eyes upon hint as the fitteft per- 

fan he could t'ubftitute to Ettefam-qhan in the two offices, which die latter 

1;ad thrown-up, tired of two employments that expofed him perpetually to 

.nfurmountable difficulties* and rendered it impoffible to manage two fuch 

oppofite parties as thofe of the Emperor and the Vezir's. The Emperor ha

ving received his relignation for thofe two offices, and given him the Go- 

vernment of Cafhmir in exchange, immediately appointed Ynaiet-olloh qhan.

This nobletoan Ihewed much backwardness in affuming two offices which he ynayet-oihv 

conceived he never could difeharge to his own or to his mafterb fatisfadion, 

fo long as Abdollah-qban or his minifter fhould continue to carry every thing ^ lced̂ »M> 

with a high hand; nor was this laft minifter himfeif pleafed to fee appointed

w w °̂̂ e Severity he had more than once experienced in Aorengzib’s ^

reign, luckily  that this difagreernent was put an end to by Yqhlaf-qhah, 

a Gcntoo convert of Bahadyr-fhah’s reign, a wife, learned, ingenious man, 

who although profeffionaliy attached to the two Seids, was too much dif- 

pleafed with the complexion of the times, to accept himfeif any office.

He lived a retired life foleiy occupied by the Emperor’s order in writingC>
the Itiftory of his time, under the title of Feroh-fyur-narneh, or hiftory 

of Feroh-fyur. This nobleman having connexions with either parties 

and enjoying the efteem of both, propofed the following expedient: that 

Yna'it-oflah- qhan fhould he appointed, under condition that he would! 

never propofe any thing to the Emperor without having firft confulted 

Abdollah-qhan: there were too more ftipulations. The firft, that Ratan-

^  2 chund
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chund fhould not interfere in Yna'iet>o31ah~qhan5s province: the fecund, that 

Abdollah-qhan himfelf fhould be more afltduous in the difeharge of his of

fice of Vezir, as the only means to put an end to the clamours of am infinity 

of men, whofe bufmefs was at ftand, for want of his feal or of his fignature.

It was agreed that Abdollah-qhan fhoiskl repair twice a week at lead: to the 

caftle, where hr- fhould fit in ftate under the Vexirial canopy, ready to hear 

petitions, and to determine differences. And with this agreement, the Vezir 

complied for fome time ; but he was fo arerfe to the Emperor’s prefence, 

and on the other hand, he was fo addicted to women and indeed to every lpecies 

of pleafure, that he foon relapfed into his former floth and negled, having 

time to fpare for public bufinefs.

W hilst  this minifter’s effeminate conduft, left every thing to take its 

own Courfe, Ynaiet-ollah-qhan was increafmg the confufion by an exad- 

nefs and a levereity, of which his difeemment ought to have pointed out the 

inexpediency and danger at prefent. Without fufficiently attending to the adu- 

al complexion ofthe times, or to Ratan-chund's boundlefs influence, he propo

se! to the Emperor to enforce certain laws relative to the capitation levied on 

Gentoos; and the Emperor approved of the propofal On the otherhand/^ 

the Court and palace were full of Eunuchs, Gentoos, and Cafhmirians, Who had 

availed themfelyes of the inattention ofthe Vezir’s adminiftration, to get at 

exorbitant falaries, to engrofs the beftDjaghirs, and to difappoint or to render 

very precarious the preteafions of thole who afpired to fuch emoluments on 

better titles, the minifter of the finance proposed that part of thole exhorbitanc 

grants and falaries, fhould befuppreffed, and part reduced within properbounds, 

or that they fhould begranted on fuch terms as were pointed out fay the Imperial 

regifters, Thefetwopropofals having proved highly difagreeable toRatan-chund 

and to all the pillagers and defaulters, they complained to Abdollah-qhan, to 

whomlikewife they proved unwelcome; and all the guilty joining together in a 

general combination againft the propofer, gave rife to a coolncfs, which brought

; " ' on
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neglect of the leveral articles agreed-to between the Vezir and the Minifter be"!feh„ ^ " f

of his finances, daily" bickerings gave rife to daily difgufts, and a breath en- nance* afid the
Vezir’s depen-

fued openly on the following occafion.

A  G e k r do who managed fome crown-lands, was found indebted to the ti ea- 

fpry in a large ballance, for which he was put under confinement, notwith

standing the repeated applications which Ratan-chund had the front to make 

on fo glaring an occafion; fo that the man who was conlrious of his guilt, 

corrupted his guards, and made his efcape to Ratan-chund s houfe, where 

he was protected. Yniaet-ollah-qlian having reprefented the matter to the 

Emperor, engaged him to fend a detachment of the palace-fiaves, to fetch 

the delinquent; but Ratan-chund’s. people having put themfelves upon theii 

defence, matters from high words and an altercation were proceeding to an 

affray; when the Emperor fhockcd at fo much daringnefs, commanded the 

Yezir to difmifs his Divan, which the other promifed without having ever 

thought of complying really with the order. But the main fubjeCt of diffen- 

tion, which brought all heart-burnings to a head, and proved that the Empe

ror had loft all power, was Churamon, the D]att s an an.

T his was a powerful Zemindar or Gentoo prince in the neighbourhood of 

Ecber-abad, who was of a family which at all times had proved fo trouble- 

fome, that fevers! Emperors had nut difdained to march againft his anceftors in 

perfon, and to bring diem under controul. t ie  had himfelf been once chafti- 

fed for his refractory, turbulent difpofition, ev er ripe for commotions. This man 

becoming troublefome again, the Emperor at the beginning of S.hevvul in the 

year 1129, appointed the Radja Djehi-fing-fevai, firnamed Radja Dehiradj,to 

bring him to order. The Emperor on appointing him to command that expe

dition, raifed his military grade, and preiented him with an elephant, a fuit 

of the jewels, and fome lacs of rupees. After his departure, he difpatclied to his 

affiftance a large body -of troops under the command of Seid-qhan-djehan, 

brother to AbdoMi-qhan. By this time the Gentoo prince was arrived be

fore

( j s k  /  v ;
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Fore the Djatt’s foiterefs, where he had pufhed his trenches clofe to the place, 

after a great lofs of time and blood. It was at this conjuncture that the new 

General arrived. The latter being young and fiery, difapproved of the flow- 

nefs of thefe approaches, and gave feveral affaults, w hich proved fo unfuc- 

ciefsft.il, that the camp was full of wounded men. But yet the place being 

already inverted this whole year, and buffering diftrefs from the want of every 

thing, could refill no longer ; fo that Churauion wrote to his Vekit or agent 

at Court, to apply to the Vezir Abdollah-qhan, offering to fubmit, to fend a 

Peilhcufh or prefent in money, and to attend at Court, Should the Emperor 

be pleafed to forgive the errors of his part conduct. But all that only, Under 

the exprefs condition, that the negotiation would not be communicated to 

Radja Djehi-fing, nor that Prince, his enemy, admitted to any (hare m the 

treaty. All that was no fooner agreed -to by the Vezir, than the Gentoo received 

advice of it, and was fhocked at his cxclufion. He quitted the army, re

paired to Court, and infufed his refentment in the mind of the Emperor, 

who found himfelf compromifed in this affair and humbled. As an addition 

to all this, Churamon himfelf arrived a few days after at the capital, and 

took up his quarters clofe to the Vezir’s palace. After all thofe provoomuns, 

he had the affurance to prefent himfelf to the Emperor, who detefting his 

perfon, would fee him no more; and hefeemed greatly affedecl by the turn 

which this affair has taken, at a time efpecially when nothing but difagreeable 

news were daily arriving from Decan, where troubles had arifen that involved 

the Emperor and the Empire in their tonfequences.

W e have left Hoffem-aaly-qhan at the head of an army become victori

ous againft all appearances to the contrary. After fo important a victory, he 

returned to Aorerigabad his capital, where he fpent his time in introducing 

order and fubordination every where, when he heard from the province 

of Qhandefs, that Cand8-bchary, one of the principal Marhatta Generals in

the Radja SahS’s fcrvice, was committing enormous exceftes in that province

where

• : ■ ' • -V  h ’ ' . ' ( j t ^
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where he enjoyed an extenfive command. It is obfervable that although 

that country was within the viceroyalty of Decan, and of courfe of Hof- 

fem-auly-qhan’s jurifdidion, yet if had, as well as the other provinces of that 

extenfive .country, a Marhatta Commander, upon a par with the Imperial 

Governor bimfelf, and whofe bufinefs was to manage on his mailer’s part, 

the choSt or quarter, that is that part of the grofs revenue allotted him by trea

ties. This ftrange cdlom had found its way all over the Decan, ten or 

twelve years alter th,e demife of the Emperor Aorengzib, at a time of trou

bles and civil wars, and when the Princes of the Imperial blood, fully oc

cupied by their own Inteftine broils, had no thoughts to fpare on thole dii- 

tant parts. This Marhatta General having lined the road from BSrhanpSr 

up to Susat, the principal port of India, with a number of mud-forts which 

he had garrifoned, made nothing of Hopping merchants and whole Cara

vans, and exading one quarter of. their goods’: to which exadion if they fub- Depredations &
fucceiTcs of

mined, all was well; elfe, he ufed to get the goods plundered by the way, 

and the merchants ranfomed at fo much a head. Such arbitrary prac

tices having raifed a general clamour againft him, the Viceroy difpatched 
•

pwn pay-mailer ( i oi) Zolftc.ar-beg, at the head of a detachment of eight 

thoufand men, Cavalry and Infantryl to put to order thofe rapines. Zolfi- 

car-beg having got with tome difficulty over the difficult pafies that are 

beyond Aotenga’oad, was marching in that trad of hilly ground which 

borders on tire Qhandefs as well as on the the territory of Surat, when he 

difeovered Can.lS-behari at the head ot eight or nine thoufand veterans, 

all cavalry, and all effective men, but which had been fwelled by fame as 

far as fifteen or fix teen thoufand. It was at about leventy coffes wefhvard / 

of Aorengabad, on the confines of the Buglana. Zolficar-beg immediately 

prepared to attack; but the Marhatta, who was aecullomed to fight only on 

his own terms, declined the combat; and he went on retreating untii he had

( i o i )  It muft be o^ferved once for ever that in India the office of pay-mafier, ia both civil and military, and., 

anfwers to’that of major-general in Europe.

( k f )  <
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drawn his'enemy into adfficult country, full df underwood and uneven ground.

In vain Zolficar-beg’s h&ftdras and fcoitts informed their mailer that this 

was not a proper fpot for engaging filth a fet of expert free-boomfs as the 

Marhattas, he made no account of the advice; but proud of his owh prowefs, 

arid full as thoughtlefs as a dumber of Seid: of Barr that followed him, he 

fell upon them di redly, and killed a number of thofe uncircumcifed, whom 

he fent to the bottom of hell. The Marhattas faithful to their own cuftom, 

gave way on all fides immediately, their General feeming to fly likewife with 

rio more than five-hundred men, although this manoeuvre was calculated to 

draw the Mufulmen farther and farther into that dangerous country, which 

obliged them at each turn to fplit into feveral diftind bodies parted from 

each other by ravines and brufh wood. This was precifely what Cand8-be- 

hary had intended. As foon as he faw his enemies entangled within fuch a 

net, he fecured the few paffes by which they might join again, and having 

fallen at once upon them on all Tides, he flew their General at the firft onfet, 

and killed or wounded every one that fell in his way. The maffacre lafted 

h i  foine time, when thofe that furvived it, having exchanged their late 

hauglninefs for prefent humility, obtained that their lives Ihould be fparedv :,u 

condition of parting with their horfes, arms and clothes, and of remaining pri- 

foners. y  ‘

So difgraceful a defeat having Ihocked the Viceroy, he appointed Radjah 

Mohcum-fing, his firft Minifter, with a good army of veteran troops, to avenge 

the honor of his arms; and not fatisfied with that, he got him followed by ano

ther body of troops, of which he gave the command to his ownyonnger bro- 

. ther, SeHf-eddin-aaly-qhan, whom he appointed to the Government of B8.r-

hanpSr. The two Generals who had orders to a£l in concert, were refolved to 

put an end to the Marhattas; but Cand8-Behary, who had no inclination to 

fight on fuch difidvantageous terms, retreated fouth-ward with all his people, 

whom he placed in feveral ftrong holds of the Sah8 Radjah Js dominions. As 

to his mud-forts, as foon as one of them was belieged by a detachment, it

was
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was dire&ly evacuated; but no fooner had the troops marched farther, than 

the garrifon returned: And although Mohcum-fmg defeated and difperfed R 

another > ,ody of free-boorers that advanced from Ahmed-nagor in quell of boo** 

ty and plunder, and he putfued them inceflantly to the very gates of Satara, 

nevenhelefs, Zolficar-beg’s defeat and death remained unrevenged.

Su ch a difgrace could not but affed the Viceroy’s credit, as well as the ho* 

iiour of his Government: The more fo as the people of thole parts, at all times 

unruly, were now become fenfible of the inteftine diflentions, between their 

viceroy and the Emperor, and had grown refra&ory and rebellious; a diipo- 

fition which was not a little encouraged by letters from Court, where not only 

the Radja S.ah8,5 but alfo all the crown-fervants and Subordinate Governors of 

Decan were directed to deny Hode'in-aaly-khan’s authority, and, moreover, 

to d * every thing in their power, to ruin and deflroy him and his army. Such 

fecrec orders could not but excite troubles and refiftance; and although at this 

very time, Mubariz-qhan, a nobleman famous in thofe parts, and Governor 

o f the kingdom of Ha'iderabad, fubrmteed to the Viceroy, who received him 

with great honours, and confirmed him in his poll; yet neither that kingdom, 

the no, drat of BjdjapSr, nor that of Camatek, could be brought under complete 

order and controui; and the Viceroy fenfible from whence the wind blew, and 

convinced that all thefe manoeuvres we’-e calculated to undermine him ftlendy, 

refufed, on. his fide, to admit thofe Divans, or Supermtendants o f Finances, 

that were lent him daily from Court; and he either tired them with endkft 

delays, or cut them Sort with a fiat: denial s?cret onfe:n,

S uch a fubterraneous war-fare between the Viceroy and the Court, jamft the v>c«-
roy of Pecan*

could not but undermine the foundations of that little tranquility and or

der, which the warlike and victorious Aorengzib had been at fo much 

pains to eilablilh in countries, where he had fpent fo great a part of h:s life, 

aiid dilperfed all the treafures amaffed by that fecund Lord of the Conjunc-

X  don,
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