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eon, the' Fdbpefor Shah-djehan, his father (162). '<■ 'With infinite labour 

and perfonal roil he had in a campaign which laftld full' fi-V'e' and twenty 

years, wrefted thirty or forty fixong holds from the hands o f the Marhattas,- 

driven that reftlefs nation from it’s own home, and reduced it*to hike fhelter 

in fkulking holes and in faftneffes. But fome years after his death, mfeftine 

wars and troubles having drftrA&ed. the attention of the pretenders to hi:- Em 

pire; and Rahadyr-fhah, who at laft mounted the throne, having’ chofen for 

his refidence, the City ofLahor, a place remote from the center of the empire, 

and (fill far ther from thofe trouhlefome frontiers, how become the fcene of lb 

much action • the Marhattas availed themfelves of this overfight as well as of 

the general inattention, to rufii out of their Faftneffes; and to fpread them

felves over all the neighbouring provinces, where ftep after ftep, they not 

only recovered, fe veral of their ftrong holds, with m od1 o f the conquefts made 

upon them, but committed fuch ravages in the Imperial territories, as obli

ged them to redeem themfelves by fubmittirig to pay them a yearly tribute of 

one full quarrer o f their revenues, under the appellation of ch68t (103); whIHt 

thofe that ref 1 fed to bend under fo infamous a yoke, were configned every 

year to all the atrocities of fire and fworcl. Not but that, they met with a 

vigorous refifiance in fome particular fpots, from whence after a blockade of 

fqme length, they retired with fhame and lofs ; but it was in order to return 

again. Such a ftate of eternal warfare had tired the Marhattas themfelves; 

and fo early as the latter end of Aorengzib’s reign, Rana-bai, the refit! of 

Ram-radja, had fupplicated that Prince to put an end to the miferics o f man

kind by granting her a D.efmueky (104), in lieu of all her pretenfions, that is 

’ ' ; r~ ~  ‘ “  .. ' 1 T’- ~  “  “  ~
1 (icrY ThisCenjunCtoin t  tli; t of Jit; it erarsd W re, which is always reckoned victorious; and, whoever, was 

btHv, under fuih a conjunc non,, wa reputed a Uicceisfpl Prime. lfiftory reckons but threeiPriocesdiflinguilh- 
cd by the appelL.tion of S h..b Kuran, or Lord of the Conjundticn, to wit, Timur, who is called Tam t lanc in 
£u> ope, front Tamar-Lin;*, i. f . Tirnv.r the Lento, although he does pot bear amongft his own countrymen any 
other name then that of Timur Adac, sv h ch has the fame fignificatton. The fecond is Shah-djehnn, Emperor 
ofludia ; the third Is Ntnjyr-ihah, known «i Europe under the appellation of Tamas, i. e. Tahjn-afp, C Mi-khan.' J

(103) The word Cbcit fignifies quarter part,

( ‘°4f The vioiusDeJ-mki, fortifies the tenth-handfuh
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' i d  1 tenth of rhe revenue of the h i provinces that corapofeJ the Viccroyalty of 

Decan; this propofal met with a flat refufal, whether out of avarice and-parfi- 

mony, ;or from a principle of honor, and a delicacy upon the dmiedit that 

would fall or! the Mufulman religion mould he comply with fucb a difgrace- 

ful propofal. The Prince’s ambaffadors however, now joined to thoLeof S.ihB- 

Radja, were more favorably received at rhe court of B ihadyr-fhah. But this 

Prince, who wMied far fame reft, was difappomted in hiswifhes, by tne dif- 

fentions which loon after took place between the Prince's relitSfe and the reign

ing Prince: and matters remained on that uncertain footing until the times 

of the famous Da8cl-khan-peni who governed all thtift countries as Lieute

nant of the Vedir £ ’olficar-khan; this Lit utenant for whole prowefs anti bodily 

ilrength the Marhatfas entertained rhe Ifigheft refpefty and who li^ed m a 

commerce of amity and brotherhood with them, found means to bring 

them to this agreement: that they wou'd “  henceforward abftain from any 

« demands on fuch tracts ind territories as were-held in apanage by the Prin- 

“  ces of the royal blood; but that as to any others that fliolld belong to the
t _ The Marhat-

«« grandees of the court, or any o'thersf whether asDjaghirs 6r under any other •

«v dtHe, their cho8t would be levied by Hiramoti him(elf, Lietitanant of Da8d- Decaa*

« khan’s, without their interfering in it in any manner whatfcever’V

T his agreement which feetoed to pdt an end to all broils and pretenfians, 

gave birth to art infinity of bickerings arid troubles, which always ended in > 'j 

forne blood. Under the government of Nizam-el-mulk, which lalted no 

more than one year and fome months (105), the ChoSt which had been 

-hitherto levied by mutual agreement, ended in battle and blood. Fie 

chaftifed the Marhattts once, arid took from them a vaft number of 

mares, and two or three elephants, which laft. he Pent to the Emperor under 

the care of Mirza-beg. But this Viceroy, who was a man of vigor, hiving

(105) The author means the fir ft time Nizarti-U-muIk went into Deean; for at thafccond time, he govern ft 
it as an abfolute mcnarch, during no leU than thirty-eight years.

X  2 been

( \  1



' GO l̂ \

( i ( W %  xw  T H E  s E I R ( . |-

been fucceedcd by Hoflein-aaly-khan, whofe attention was wholly eng-ohcd. 

by his mifintelligence with the court, the t i , es proved fo unfavorable, that 

no agreement could take place for two years together, and no effeftual oppo- 

ft J  could be made to die Marhattas. His attention was perpetually dt- 

vcited to the machinations of an mnduous court, who by perpetually exciting 

a*S»h8 Radja to his ruin, ar.d by encouraging the Radjas and Governors of 

thofe diftant parts in their rcfekStpry difpofition, effectually marred every mea

gre which he could devife. Unfopported by his mailer, whofe dehgns he

had every reafon to dread; and foUickous to ftrengthen himfelf agamit h*

perfonal enemies; he thought it belt to turn his attention wholly to that tide, 

by coming to an agreement with the Marhattas on the following conditions;

«< that over and above what had been agreed to under Da3d-qliar,-pends ad- 

« miniftration, as to their due, they foot#  be entitled to their Dd-muckt or 

« tenth, upon all the Revenues of the fix, and a half of the provinces of Decan ;

« and that the Marhatta-generals, Djefvent and Chuuna-tafoculd Ufuie at 

« Aorengabad at the head c f  a good body of veteran troop s near the Rite

TheMwtwif” « p e f e  as deputies from the SahS-Radja, in whofe name they might 

« colled their ChoSt from theDjaghir-hokkrs, as well as their Defmuc : 

t o - aU °Vtr f< or t£nlk handful from the tr.yots or commcn hufbandmen”.

j H confequence of this definitive treaty, an end was put to the dupives, 

quarrels, pillages and maffacrea that had this long while fo far defolated fo 

great part of. Decan as to be reputed cullomary, and matters of courfe; and 

the minds of the inhabitants commenced to enjoy the thoughts of tranquility; 

but hence forward, the talk of colledor ,of the Revenue or of j equtiior,

Governor or renter, became troubkfome, complicated, and preg

nant with encllefs heart-burnings; all thefe men being now obliged to deal, 

with three diftmd governments: the colledor of the Imperial Revenue, the 

colledor of the Ch68t, and the colledor of the Def-muckL Hoffeln-aaly-

khan after exchanging the ratifications of this treaty, and admitting die
Mareattas
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u^»f3^rha£ta$ in all the cities 'of his 'imtijenfe government, Tent notice of k to 

the Emperor, with a petition in which he fupplicated his Majefty’s approval, 

and his letters of Juflion to command its execution to every one. lh a  

Emperor jndig-ited by thofe nearell his perton, difapproved the-whole treaty, 

as highly derogatory to the honor of the- Empire, as iritroduito ’y or whole 

bands, of free-booters within the Imperial territories, and as favoring ftrongly 

that fpirk of independence with which its author was fo much infected., Ax 

■ the fame time he appointed Djan-neflTar-khan to be the Viceroy’s Lieute

nant in -the province df Qhandefs: an ahtient nobleman, who bor'e a high 

charades both for valor and prudence, and who derived a new Lind of ilhif- 

tration from his having once exchanged turbants with the old Abdollah-khan, 

alias MWkhan, father to the two Seids, The Emperor on difinifling him 

prefented him with a fumptuous drefs of honor, an elephant, and a ferpitch 

or a piece of jewel work for the forehead. This was in public: in a private 

audience, he charged him with forne admonitions for Holiein-aaly-k-han,

'n hopes that as that antient nobleman was reputed an uncle to that Viceroy, 

and in fad was held as fuch by him and treated therefore with the utmoft 

refped and condefcendence, he might by die weight of his authority prevail 

on his nephew to behave with more fubmiffion to the Emperor. I his hap

pened in the fixth year of his reign, which anfwers to the 1 130 of the 

' Hedjrah. He at the fame time appointed Mahmcd-aamin-khan to the 

Viceroyalty of Malva, on the frontiers of which he was to receive his patent 

,-ith letters of recall for Radja Djehi-fmg-fcvai. But the general report was 

that he had let out .upon a very different errand, and that there was at the 

bottom quite another fcheme; and it is this rumour which engaged Djan- 

neflar-khan to ftop on the borders of the Nerbedda, the fit ft boundary of 

Decan, with hardly any thing more than his ufual retinue ; being too pru

dent torilk rendering his perfou fufpiciousor odious; by appearing with a

body of troops on the frontiers of a province, to which he had indeed been

appointed

( [ £ ? )  , ; ' ■



appointed, bat where it was doubtful whether he would find admittance.

On the other hand Mahmei-aamin-khan after having advanced to Serondj

the firft great town of Malva, Hopped fhorr to take fome red; and inftamly

W a report fpread throughout Decan, that he was .marching to Aprengabtd

at the head of fifty thaufandhorfes, and that, his vanguard of eight tho.fund

holies and tnor, had pufhed forwards under Pjafi-ne.fiar-qhan. This piece

o f intelligence hiving been circulated in that great city by the novelifts

with which all;capitals fwarm, at laid imprefled tire Viceroy hiipfelf with

appireherhloas... All thefe doubts however vaniftied on letters coming front*

Djan-neffarkhan .diimfdf, where he requefted a fmail number of troops to
*

efcortlum through certain narrow and difficult paffages, where a free-bqot.ec 

of die name, of Sinta, was robbing and pillaging on his own private account, 

Djan-naflar- without any dependence on the Radja Sah8, his mailer. T he Efcort was
tjhan, ..ppomt- W

- a S " -  fent,. and it brought Djan-neffar qhan, who immediately waited on the Vice

roy; Th,e latter who knew that the Qhaniels was his northern frontier 

againlt any invafion from the fide of the Court, did not chufe to put luch a 

country in the difpoal of a nun of the Emperor’s recommendation; but as on 

- the other hand he profeffed hhnfelf a high regard for his perlbn, he made it a 

point to pay him every kind of honor, and to welcome his arrival wkfi fe ve

nd very rich prefents. Three other perlbns of importance arriving at this 

very time from court, with letters patent for two great offices in Decan, fer- 

yed only to fhew how the Viceroy midrufted the Emperor’s defigns, and how 

little account he made of orders fent from the capital. Thefe were Zya-ed- 

din qhan; who was a Pprfian born,and a Sheriff of Qhoraffan (106), who on 

the deatii of ITanet-qhan nephew to Enianet-qhan, had been appointed to 

the office of Divan, or Controller of the finances in Decan : the two others 

were 1 jclal-e ’din-qhan, appointed Divan of B8rhanpSr, and Faiz-ollah-qhan,
. ... r Jjr. I t t l  1 ' !'.’ *. V* ; V V-!'.' ’*> r*: ■ ,■ |

( t o d y A  Sheriff is ne that is born oi a SeiCanee or SeM Woman, be his Caber what he will; whereas a Se'id it 
he that is born of a S*id Father, be his Mother what fhe will. Qhoraffan, as its name implies, is the ’ltafter*moft 

proviaee <o( Ijran -or Verfia, and one of the fijt grand oivi&ons of that Empire.
* <*'. ' * .. .

defignec!
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tfigned Pay-mafter of the forces in thofe parts. Zya-eddin-qhan who was

furniftied with a letter of recommendation from the Vezir Abdollah-qhun, was

admitted to take pofieffiorf of that great charge, where he had the prudence

always to ad in conformity with the Viceroy's pleafure,. and to keep himeafy

and fatisfied. Djelal-eddm-qban received for a while the fuperintendence of

the Barar, inftead of that of Qhandefs, to which the Viceroy had objections;

and as to the defigned Pay-mafter of the forces, the Viceroy did not even 
$

ouclifafe to return him: the falute. Thefe pieces of intelligence having foon 

round their way'to court, railed the Emperor’s grief and refentment to a 

-itch; but without howcv r occafioning any change in his manner of living, or 

ngaging him to conceal from the public fight the infamous vices to which he 

as now found to be ftrongly adddided. It was on the following occafiont: Th„ Emp(>rnr
. . . . . ftrongly addic-

One Mahmed-morad, a Cafhmman, at all tunes reprobated for his vicious ®d to" unnatural
practices.

life, but now univerfaliy held in abomination for the. unnatural pradices to 

which he feemed fo prone, was by a countryman of his prefented to Sahaba- 

riifvan (107), the Emprefs-mother, and by her, to the Emperor her fon, who 

gave him a private audience. The man faid that he had thought of a vari

ety of expedients to feize Abdollah-qhan’s per fon, and to demoluh his bro

ther, without it being neceflary to recur to open force, or to any violent ex

ertion. This advice was immediately embraced by the Emperor, who being 

too faint hearted to betake himfelf to any vigorous meafures, was glad to hear 

of any expedient to circumvent his enemies; and he increafed his affcdton 

for his ad vifer in proportion to the importance of his advice. He changed 

his name into that of Yticad-khan or the the trull-worthy Lord; and as he 

\vas himfelf fo ftrongly addicted to unnatural pradices, he was overjoyed to 

find fo able a partner, who hence forward became his bofom-fiiend, and to. 

whom he configned his mind as he had already configned his body.

(id;) Siibuk-Hjiati, iigui&M tbs tody Of the lex.

T his
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Z*Jy- T his man. infimiating himfelf.deeper and deeper In die Emperor’s good

graces,Toon became the foul of all his motions, as well asthedepofitosy of all his 

fchemes againft the Seids: and now titles and dignities and honors commen

ced raining upon- him;: his name and titles were lengthened into tiiofe of 

Yticad- qintn-feroh-niahy-roc8nred-d631ah, which fignities the prop of the Em

pire, as well as the truft worthy of the Emperor Feroh-Jyur. Thefe titles were 

followed by the military grade of feven thoufand horfes with the full pay and1 

command of ten thoufand; and? thefe were followed by daily prefents of an 

immenfe value, and by jewels of an exquifite beauty, to which were added' 

die mod curious and cofttyHuffs from the Emperor’s wardrobe/ All thefe 

were bellowed upon him with lb unbounded a profufion, that the man hirii- 

felf came to be lick of them, and was at a lofs what to do with fuch a deluge 

of gifts. Mean while politicks had become the topicks of the whole court, 

efpecially as the Emperor was every day holding councils with his new favo

rite. in one of which it was at lad agreed that three perfons of great impor

tance fhould be fervr. for to court from their different ftations: Ser-b81end- 

qhan from his government of Azimabad; Nizam-el-mulk, from MSrada- 

Cover- fcadj and Radja-adjet-fing, from G8djrat: all men of talents and military
fteit fent , - H i  • ,

, .a court character, whom it was intended to gain over by heaping Honors upon them, 

and by promiffng them the higheft offices of the Empire. But hardly was 

Mzam-el-mulk arrived) than his Fodjdary of M 3radabad together with 

* the rich Djaghir he enjoyed in that province, were both transferred to Yticad- 

qhan with thefe further circumilances, that the name of M8radabad was 

changed into that of Rocgn abad, or Roc8n-ed-dd81ah’s colony ; and that 

the whole was bellowed upon him as Altimgha. Altimgha,  that is as a freehold,, 

irrevocable. With all this thoughtlefnefs, the Emperor, who now and then 

reflected on the impolicy of difcontennng powerful men fo unworthily ufed, 

thought proper to make amends to the Gentoo Prince, at lead by the title of 

■ hetad, a or great Prince,and by pointing out tohim allthegraces and dignities

1 ( 2 ) 1  t h e  s  e  i  R  ( d |
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- to which he would-be entitled, fa foon as he ihould compafs the min and Hef-

truflion of the two Seids. But the Gentoo Prince, who was fully apprifed 

of the Emperor’s levity and pusillanimity, declined taking any concern in
’i '

Such an affair; and fenfible of both the innocence and the great power of 

the two brothers, he went over to their fide, and became Abdolhh-qhan’s 

bolom friend. As to Nizam-el-mulk and Ser-bolend-qhan, who had come 

from fo far under the promifes of being promoted to the high offices of Su

preme Vezir and of Pay-mafter-gencral, they net. only were difappointed in 

that promife, but moreover loft even the polls and emoluments they had hitherto 

enjoyed. Their furprife and difeontent had no bounds; but yet as they had

fet their heart? on thofe offices, and as they were men of valor and execution,
' ■ / - “ ■ . . » '■ " .. ■

ec they lupplicated his majefty to entruil the Calket of the Vezir-fhip, to either

“ of his fakhfulfervants, then prelent, if he wifhed to undermine Abdollah- pofal rnrule by
two of them.

u  qhan’s over grown power and influence; after which change-that noble-- 

“ man would meet with what chailifement he deferved, if he continued to 

“ prove refraftory and affuming: and that they took his point upon them- 

<c felves.” T o  tiiis refolute propofal the Emperor made this'eurious anfwer;

I  knozu no man fitter for a Vezir, than iTuad-fian. There were then at Court

feveral great Lords of both Iranian and T8ranian extract ion, all men of known
1 *

characters, and all men of execution; but fo foon as any of them would 

open hi* mouth, and propofe to rid the Emperor of the two Seids under 

the condition of having the Vezir-fhip as his reward, he was immediately fa- 

luted by thefe ridiculous w ords: I  kmzv no man fitter for a Vezir, than Tticad 
jfban, Such a fong repeated at each, turn, could not but difguft every one : 

and every one retired with indignation, no man chullng to expole his life 

•for fo childifh a mailer, or to ferve under fo infamous a miuifter. What made 

. all thofe lords fo forward in offering tlieir endeavours on that trying piece of 

dr vice, was the favourable opportunity afforded by the approaching feafl of

Y- t h e

(171)
%W)[L ^  »
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the Corban or facrilice (108), where the whole city would pour out and 

advance beyond the fuburbs to pray m the open Helds, ttnd it mull he ob- 

ferved that the retinues and troops brought by thofe two Lords and by the Gen- 

too Princes added to thofe always attending the Emperor’s perfon, could not 

amount to lefs than feventy or eighty thoufand effedive horfes: whilftit was 

/ well-known that, the Vezir Abdollah-qhan had no more than lour or five

thoufand troopers about, his perfon: nor could it be denied but that on that 

very day a general report had run all over the city that Abaollah-qhan was 

going to be arrefted or flam. And yet with all thefe favourable circum- 

ftances, and with fo favourable an opportunity, nothing was done, and not a 

man raifed his voice. Nay this very report ferved only to put Abdollah- 

qhan more upon his guard; and he that had hitherto admitted no man 

but thofe of Barr, whofe foldiers, being all Seids like 'himfelf, lie was in

clined to trull m ol, now ordered twenty-five thoufand horfes to be railed, 

forthwith, without any diftin&ion of country or nation. The report was 

of fo preffing a nature, that it had already reached the O’her brother, Vice

roy of Deem: imoreffed with well grounded fears for the fafety of his brother, 

and alfo for that of his family and wealth, which he had left in the capi

tal, he refolved to polpone every other objedl, and to quit the Decari 

in order to march to that city, where he intended to rid himfelf of all ap- 

prehenfions for the future, by crufhing 'at once all the enemies of his fami

ly and power.

T his defign having taken poffefSon of his mind, he rememberd of Muezed- 

din, a negleAed young man, now at the Sah8 Radjah’s Court, where he
pair to Court at •
f e  M o f  aa paffed for. a fon of Prince Ecber, youngeft fon of the Emperor Aorengztb;

he fent an elcort to bring him, and he made hirn enter the city of Ao-engabad 

in the middle of a pompous retinue; but in fticH a manner, however, that no one

(jo??) That dnv thr wh^Te peopl© march out of the city in the open fields, where prayers are laid in the 
open air* Look at the note 17, fe&ion iff*

could
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could difhnguiflr the young man’s features. This event was now made a pa

ragraph in his difpatches to the Emperor, and infractions were requeued there

on: ,To din he added, a private fupplicatioa of his own,£< where he intimated 

<f htsbein'g forced to quit his fat ion, and to repair to thecity in order to recover a 

“  health impaired by the air and water of Decan, as well as broken by the fatigues 

“  of lb continual* and fo laborious a campaign”. Thefe letters f  tghtened the 

Emperor : His natural pufiilanimity was deeply imprefled; and to get rid of 

his own uneafinfefs at1 a time when one of the brothers was coming to the city 

with a powerful army, whilft the other was enlifting men on all hands, here-

fiolved to make his aciommodement with fo powerful a family. He there-
‘ j

fore Cent the Gentoo Prince, Adjet-fiag, to carry an apology to Abdolla qhan; 

and as the meffienger was of a fincerity of charafler welcome to both parties, 

he foon found means to lelien the diftance that divided the Emperor from his v

Vezir, as he had attached himfdfto the latter for life, and had obtained ma- 

*Uy favours on his recommendation, without fo.feiting, for all that, the good 

opinion which the Emperor entertained of him. d o put a feal to this recon

ciliation, which took place at the end of Shevval, the Emperor let out of the 

citadel, accompanied by his favourite Yticad-qhan, and his Miniiler Qhan- 

doSran; and with a deal of pomp and magnificence, he went in fate to pay 

a vifit to Abdollah-qhan, to whom he fwore that Henceforward he would be rheT^ nt
, , - • C ctimitl-tiu.

his friend in full fincerity, and without any referve, or any_remainder of 

rancour; and thefe proteftations having produced a fcene of excufes for 

pad errors, and of f-dernn promife of future attachment, the Emperor re

turned {wished to his palace; butfiich was the indibuity and ficklenefs of his 

temper, that he never continued ih the fame mind for any length o! time; but 

fhifted endlefsly— now fubmitting quietly to his fate, and taking diilimulation 

and acq* liefcence for his part—  and then relolving on coming to extremities 

with the Seids, and making them feel all the weight of Imperial refentment:

And all this alternately juft as his mind chanced to be influenced by the dif-

Y  a ferent
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ferent opinions of his confidants and favourites, who being like himfelf nar

row-minded and pufillanimous, difcoiyaged the men of valour and refolution, 

who were fully able to execute the moll difficult orders. The latter, of conrfe, 

refufed to be diftated-to by fuch a vile fet of men as had the Emperor’s ear, or 

even to have any concern at all with them: fo that they, retired one after another 

* to their lodgings, fujl of indignation at the enormous credit of thofe worthlefs

men that approached die Emperor’s perfon. And ev en the very men whom the 

Emperor had fent for from afar, in order to ftrengthen his own.caufe by their 

valour and advices, had, by this time, loft the employments they had hither- 

to enjoyed; and they lay negleded and unthought of, as was the cafe with 

Ser-b81end-qhan, and Nizam-el-mulk, who had corne over upon his preft 

finginvitations and. his exprefs commands, and who had his Imperial promifes 

under his hand-writing. Once thefe two Generals being joined by Mubaruz- 

el-mulk, and the RadjahDjehi-fing-'ftva'i, went in a body to the Emperor, 

and propofed, “ That Abdollah-qhan fhould be difmifled from his office 

“  forthwith, as the whole bufmefs depended upon dropping the veil, and a&> 

te ing openly, after which, himfelf, as well as his younger brother, might eafily 

“  be crufhed; and, in that cafe, they undertook either to prevail on the two 

1 “  brothers, by dint of reafoning, to behave henceforward like dutiful fub«

“  juXs, or to fight them as incorrigible rebels, guilty of numberlefs infolen- 

“  cies and infults.” So bold a declaration did not roufe the Emperor: He 

continued to liften to his favorite, difappointed and difgufted the two Gene

rals, as we have already laid; and as if he had not done enough yet, he took 

a rich Djaghir from Serb81and-qhan, and to this affront added the greater one 

of bellowing it upon Emir-djemlah, that vile diifembler, who had already- 

perpetrated the rui n of Affed-qhan’s family, afid was working hard for derno- 

lifhing the empire likewife.

T he Emperor, on returning to his palace... fent for Yqlafs-qhan, a nobleman 

whofe intimate connexions with the two Seids were known, and he gave him the

_  comtniffion
(fly
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tommiilian of quieting Ahdollah-qhan’s mind, fo as to reclaim him from exci* 

ting tro; ibfes, and to engage him-toprevent his brother from quitting the Decaii, 

fo r  the report ran ftrong that he was already in full march; and this much 

is certain that he had already lent his younger brother Seif-ecldm-aaly-qhars 

to B8rhanp8r, at the head of a body of four or five thoufand horfes, with or

ders to prepare a camp-equipage and a train Of artillery, l  ie had been 

roufed by the troubles that were riling in the capital; and he intended to 

march, when he received intelligence that the Emperor had gone to vifit 

Abdollah-qhan jin order to bury all the pad: in oblivion, and to fwear an 

eternal fnendlliip to their family. Tins contrary intelligence could not but
f 1 -

perplex iris mind, but yet he flayed., the preparatives he was making for his 

"departure, andrefolvcd to wait for further advices from the capital i and he 

. was in a fufpenfe of mind, when to his amazement he was rOufed again by a 

preffing letter from Abdollah-qhan, who requeued his haftening to his afflf- 

tance without a moment’s delay. At the fame time the general report was 

at Aorengabad that his brother, the Vezir, was reduced to extremities at *

the capital; and that he had not a moment to lofe, if he wanted to five 

him from deftru&ion. What added greatly to his inquietude, was an an- 

fwer returned to his fupplication by the Emperor, which purported that “  It 

tt might be better for him to repair to Ahmed-abad in G8djrat, if he only 

*« wanted to change his air; elfe, he might come to the capital, where his'

«  Majefly would fee him with pleafure*”  This was accompanied by an or

der to fend to Court, the pretended lbn of Prince Ecber.

W h i l s t  the Viceroy was preparing every thing for his march, his bro

ther Abdoilah-khan was inlifting troops with ail his might at the capital: in ' 

which operation he was greatly feconded by the wretched circumftances in 

which not only the train of artillery at die capital, as well as all the troops 

in and about that immenfecity laboured, but alfo by the diftrefs which even the

body-guards with the whole Imperial houfehold fuffered for want of pay and

/■ .. , fubfiftenceQ7£)
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. /ubfiftence. Full nine months in arrears were due to them, whether in confequence 

of Abdollah-qhan’s neglect, or perhaps through his own contrivance.' They 

had received nothing in that long while, and their difcontcnts had rifen to a 

height; but they had no one to direct it, or to lead them to ad ion: So that 

Abdollah-qhan’s levies amounted by this time to full twenty thoufand horfes; 

and he had befidesthe art of adding to his ftreng.h by a winning deportment.

Here is an inftance o* it:

$.£r - bSlen d - qj’an was by this time reduced to an extreme neceffity, 

not only becaufe he had been at all times indigent, and his Efaghirhad been 

taken fro Pi him of late, but efpedally becaufe he had fpent his all,in fjpponing 

the troops he had brought with him, which were now perfecting' him for their 

arrears and pay. Driven to defpair by fuch large demands which he could 

not fatisfy our of his own purfe, without depriving himfeif of every thing, 

he bad now refolved to get rid of the clamdurs of his troops, and of the 

perfection of his other creditors, by abandoning to them, his .elephants, 

horfes, equipage, furniture and jewels, as far as they would go ; after which 

he intended to put-on a religious gaib and to turn Fakir. Hor was Nizam- 

el-mulk better circumftanced: that General who had been fent for to court 

with fuch preffing invitations and under a folemn promife of the calket of 

the Vezir, not only had been difappointed, but he had belides loft a rich 

Djaghir which he poffeffed; and he had the mortification to Re it bellowed 

on Yticad-qharr, this new favorite, on whom the Emperor feemed fo far to 

doat, that he feemed to have no eyes and no ears but for him. He now lived, 

retired without ever going to Court, and was pining away in difeontent. The 

Vezir being informed of all thefe particulars, engaged the two Generals 

by dint of intreaties to come to his palace; and when they were arrived, he 

lent for Ser-bolend-qhans military officers, and his other creditors, and af

ter having adjtitled all their demands, he payed them out of his own pri

vate treafury, and more over recommended hifli to the government of CabBl,
-% ' then

) 1  / 1I f l (9/ ,
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the vacant. Turning then his attention towards Mizam-el-rnulk, he made

him hope that he would fliortly be appointed to the government of Malva- 

two actions that gained him entirely the hearts of thofe two Lords, It was 

juft at this time that Mahmed-aamin-qhan arrived fuddenly at Court from 

Malva without any leave and without any letters of recall. This deigned 

governor had advanced as far as Serond where receiving no further infrac

tions from court, and hearing alfo that HoftHn aaiy-qhan, Viceroy of Decan 

was upon his 'march for the capital, he quitted his poll, and repaired to 

Court, where t p  Emperor would not fee him; and he moreover difmifled, 

him from his lervice. Abdollah-qhan no former heard of this, than he fent 

for him, and ay dint of prefents and favors gained him to his party : and 

he was fo.fuccesful in chfo kin3 of warfare, that Qhandcdran himfelf, who in 

fociety with Emir-djemlah had been fo inftrumetal in blowing the coals of 

diflentions, now went over to the Vezir’s fide, and was admitted to all hi$ 

fecrets.

So many defertions could not but four the Emperor's mind; and he wâ , 

contriving expedients every day to chaftife thofe deferters. One day the 

Emperor going out with a hunting party, had agreed with his courtiers, that 

at his return he would call at the Vezir’s; and as Maharadja-adjet-fing s 

lodgings were upon the road, and ctofe to that minitier's palate, it was ex

pected that the Gentoo Prince would fraud out to make his bow and prefent his 

Nazur, in which cafe he might be feized eafiiy, without the Emperor’s appear

ing to be of the plot. Unluckily the Gentoo Prince, who was fearful of whafe 

might come to happen, being confcious how much his attachment to the Sei as 

had rendered him obnoxious; or who poffibly had received timely intelli

gence of what was intended, thought proper to repair to the VexkH palace,, 

where he tarried. This miicariiage could not but afteft the Emperor's tpirira; 

and although part of his retinue was already severed at the. Vezit’s, and

that minifter himfelf had come out and waned on the ftrand lor the moment

of
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a{ paying his bow, the Emperor kept his eyes fix - 1 on the oppoiite fide, and 
having ordered his bargemen to fleer by the middle of the dream, he foon ar
rived at the citadel

th e  Viceroy By this time Hoflein-aaly-qhan- had quitted Aorengabad, and was on full
in full march . .IwiShSy march towards the capital Although his army was numerous, and his camp- 

followers fill more fo, he made them obferve fo exad a difcipline, that no 
•man was bold enough to offer the leaft injury to any one in the many villa
ges enclofed every night within his encampment- One day • a girl, ciaugh- 
ter to a poor widow, that could hardly fubfift, came out of one of thefe villagê  
■and impelled by the pangs of hunger, fhe availed her fell 'f the darknefs 
of the night to droll about the tents in qued of fome food. A man was ac
tually dreffing fome viduals; and-having afkecl ntty whether fhe clwfe to toi>- 
low any one that would take care of her, She confented, and fell afleep 
dole to the man, who overcome by the fatigues of a long march, ilept found- 
ly the whole night, without ever thinking of the girl. At day break he got 
her mounted upon a-camel drat carried his things, and font her with the bag
gage. Mean while, the widow, who had in vain, waited late at night for her 
daughter, could not obtain a moment of deep; but at day- br eak, fhe took, 
her pod upon a rifing ground, clofe to which fhe knew that the Viceroy

Ati 3»&0i7* would pafs. On deferying his elephant, (he fereamed otic, “ that a virgin
« daughter, the only property left to his afflifted fervant having ftrayed lad 
“night about the camp in queft of fome food, had to all appearance been 
-« enticed away by fome of his peopled She added with a flood of tears, 
“'that, fhe hoped that the Viceroy out of a tender regard for afflided widows 
“ and all injured people, would condefcend' to.flop, until her daughter 
ee fhoulcl be found out, as fhe could not bear to live without her only chill’8 

The Viceroy greatly affeded by the woman’s tears, flopped fliort, and 
after having (worn that he would tafte neither food nor drink, until fhe was 
'minted, Ire ordered ftrict fearch to be made throughout die whole army.

f l i t )  Gd‘
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On tills order the Pay-maflers produced their rolls, and fending their offi

cers every where, they enjoined to each commander to fend a riumbe of 

trufty men amldft the ranks in order to fee up an exact featch ; and as there are 

angel's always ready to fecond the intentions of virtuous meh in High offices, 

this irnmenfemultitude, that equalled the crouds at the day of the judgment; 

and which,moved like the waves of a tea, proved of no oUtruhtion to the 

fearch; for after a flight inquiry; the man and the girl were both found out, 

and both brought beflrethe General. The latter turning towards the girl, 

afked her how 'he cameto go affray; and whether her perfon had been med

dled with? tnelgirl anfwered, that tired with buffering every day the- pangs qf 

hunger, and the thoughts of fkudne, Had followed the mm of her own 

free-will, in hopes of putting an end to her fufferings: and that as they had flept 

die whole night foundly, he had not touched her perfon. The General, 

on this anfwer, returned thanks to God Almighty, that her chaility had re

mained undefiled in his camp, and that he had ir. in his power to gratify the 

difconfolate mother. At the fame time he Tent one of his guards with her, 

with orders not to quit her cottage, until the whole army fhould be gone, 

and at a difiance (109).

I t has been mentioned, that Hoffein-aaly-qhan had fent his younger bro

ther to B8rhanp8r to prepare a camp equipage and a train of artillery. It was 

.the fifteenth of Shevval, in the year 113 1 of the Hedjrah; but that, city being 

upon the high road to Shah-djehan-abad, he waited there for another letter from 

the capital, refolved to take his final refolution upon it; but on receiving intel

ligence of his brother’s danger, he fi t out immediately, and having tarried 

only a few days in that territory to dtfpatch fome prefling biffin eh, he com

menced his march: It was in the beginning of Muharrem, in the feventh year 

of the Emperor’s, which anfwers to the year 1132 of. the Hedjrah. He was

(109)' It is a pit/ tltMthis narrative, like fo many others, fliould difappoint the reader's expectation. The 
Author has laid nothing about the Viceroy’s having apconspauietl the girl's refticution by, a handful of gold to- 
the mother.

Z  accompanied

( , 7 /  a  >
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accompanied by a vaft number of perfons of diftin&ion, fuch as a fon of his 

own uncle, called the holy Navvab, but whofe name was Afled-ollah-qhan;

He had alfo all that Nobleman’s children, together with Djan-neflar-qhan ; 

Yqhlafs-qhan, Deputy to the Governor of Berar; Affed-aaly-qhan, the mai

med, a relation to Aali-merdan-qhan $ together with Dilir-qhan ofPaniput, bro 

ther to Qhan-faadycj and Yqhtifas-qhan, nephew to Qhan-aalem; as well as 

Had] i-feif-clhh~qhan, and Zyaeddin-qhan, Divan of-the whole Decan, with 

Firoz-aaly-qhan, the Paymafter, one of the rnoft ri-nowpad Seids of Bar.

Several Gentoo Princes had likewife accompanied him of ti sir own motion, 

fuch as Radja -partab-fing the Bundlah, and Radja-mohcum - dag, one of the 

principal -Lords' of the Viceroy s Couit. l i e  was. alfo attended by all the 

crown-fervarits of Decan; Fome of their own accord, and fome much againft 

their own will. His army as numerous as the billows of the fea, covered the 

whole plain; his Cavalry alone, amongft which were ten or twelve thonfand 

Marhattas, amounting to full thirty-thoufand horfes; the infantry was innu

merable, as numbers of Manfobdars, or Military Officers, who had never 

moved from their homes for either Viceroy or Prince of the Blood, had 

now been obliged to attend. As to the fortrelfes, fome like Ahmed-abad, 

were garrifoned by liimfelf, and fome he left to be garrifoned by the Mar

hattas.

A ll thefe arrangements being taken, and fome days fpent in difpatching 

bufinefs about B8rhanp8r, he departed, and proceeding by continual marches, 

he eroded the fiver that flows by AcbarpBr: On his arrival at Mandou, he was 

met by Yqhlafs-qhan, the nobleman that had been fent by the Emperor to footh 

HofTe tn-aal y-qhan’s mind, and to prevail upon him to return to Decan. T his 

nobleman in a private audience recounted,how4‘ An accommodation had been 

fe two different times agreed to, and two different times broke: Flow the feeds of 

«* difconienf and diffentJon feemed to fhoot-up every where: How the Gran-

“  dees of the Empire were flocking to the capital: Hew botit Nizam-ul-mulk

and
....... 1 ■ (! fee*
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-f and Mahracd-amia-qhan continued fallen in their difcontent: And how 

« the Emperor was more than ever addicted to Yticad-qhan.'* All thefe 

matters being reprefented in their proper colors, could not fail to render tha 

Viceroy anxious about his brother’s fate. He was advancing with ardor, and 

receiving on his way the homages and compliments of all the Governors and 

Commanders, on his paflage; but he had the mortification to find hiinfelf 

flighted by Merhamet-qhan, an officer of character, who commanded at Man- 

clod, win |ier lit had been font from Court for the purpofe of bringing to 

order the refra lory Zemindars of that country; a feryice which lie had 

performed mach to his honor. This officer having neglected to pay a vifit 

to the Viceroy, could not fa*1, zi  giv.uw "'h.n.e, knd of becoming obnoxious, 

as he experienced in the fequtl. Whillt the army was on full march about 

Odjein, news came, that the Emperor, intimidated by the Viceroy’s march,to 

wards the capital, had payed a vifit to the Vezir, /\bdo!iah-qhan, in which ho 

had entered into a frelh treaty with him, and an end had been put to all differs 

tions. He had fwom to his promiles upon the glorious word of God, had.'
. . n 1 New aceom*

folemnlv nrornifed to be henceforward a friend to his family, and had en- mod.ition with
J r thi VciJ-.

ded his vifit by taking' liis own turbant from his head and pu ring it up

on that minifler’s, as a token of1 a * brotherhood indifloluble. The Empe

ror not content with thofe proteflations had aimed towards Yticad-qhan and' 

his other favorites, and had ftrongiy recommended to them to bury ail dif- 

contents in oblivion, to look upon this day as the lafl of the difiemious that 

had diffracted his Court; and henceforward to live upon good terms wich 

his minifter. This recital having feemingly affeded'HoTein-aafy-qhan, he 

faid aloud in the middle of his Court, that as the “ Emperor was fincerely 

“ reconciled to them (the two brothers) lie might red :fibred that they on 

« their fide would henceforward behave as dutiful fubiefb: and I intend no- 

** thing more now’” add he“  than to pay my refpe&s to the Emperor, and 

« then to return to Decan.” The greate t part of die adembly being com-

Z  2 poied..
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pofed of Decaners, could not be but much pleafed at thefe words, as eVe- 

ry one of them expected foort to return to his own home. But the Vice

roy’s bofom-friends though,, very differently; efpecially fmce that 'Viceroy 

being in private with them was heard to fay that, all that vifit of the* Ena*

♦  peror’s was but a farce, and all thofe proteftations of his, but a tale to 

a  ]u}{ a. fleep f n o )  or at leaft to put a flop to his march: and 

w that there was not the leaf: truth in the monarch’s promile, whom he 

« hivew too well to repofe any confidence in him; and reft a fire  1,” added 

<4 he, that “  ifthe Emperor finds an opportunity to get us within his clutches,

« he will not mifs it on any account; nor will it be poftiblc to fave either 

ft our honour or our lives-: but iv» d fe c u  Jf c  t,bat if he falls within our’s,

*> we fhall not ufe him better.”

.After  having pronounced thefe words with much ddiberatends, he de

camped and advanced into the territory of the Radja of Gohud, where fome 

villages were plundered, and fome havock committed. But on the Gentoo 

Prince’s Vekil car Ambafiklor appearing with a peifhculh or a firm of money, 

the country was fparcd, end fullered no further damage; fo drift were the 

orders' given on that head. This was not the cafe with Radja Djehi-fing-fi- 

vai’s dominions:’ the whole country was facked and plundered, to punifh its 

owner for his liding fo warmly with the Emperor. In vain did the Prince’s 

principal agent humble Irimfelf before the Viceroy, to whom he prefented a 

conf derable fum of money. The compliment was rejeftal; and every thing 

in bis country was, abandoned to the rapacioufhels and fury of the foldiers.

Tilled fields without, number were ravaged, and young perfons of both fexes, 

carried into captivity; nor wps any inquiry made about thofe diforders. In 

a little time the army arrived at about three or four days journey from the 

capital; and the roads became thronged with the retinues of people of the

( ioi) There are in India Menial fervanU, whole tHifineCs is to lull men a deep by repeating certain tales or 
Rories which they have learned by heart. In Serajrlioes this office belongs tq women: and thele are held in 
much higher eftmraiion than the men, being welcomed in the heft companies.

highefi:

'' G°*&x f{ *•
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iiighefl' diftindtion, who flocked to pay their Court to fo powerful a Viceroy.

■ : 'L  Zzi(a-qhznwas of the number, as well Raan-chucd. All thefe together

« i * a  vrttmoltituJe of the wealthier citizens behaved refpe&fuily, and were 

received with regard; bat Zaufer-qhan who had made a fliow of his nume

rous rkinue, and on that account fecmed fomewhat aifuming, had the mortifi- - 

cation to fee him!cif flighted* and even rendered ridiculous. This haughti- 

nels in the Viceroy as well as in his brother the Vezir, was continually fed

bv num 'iers of \r!e-!crters, who ckfirous themfelves of novelties on their own
' ' k; J

account, 'pc/poifoning their minds by reports true or falfe; and who una-i
» I ,

wares of the coaftquences that might enfue from fuch diflentions, were

everyday conu^'flf esn eT ^  o.. m die breach which always fubflfled

between the two brothers and the Emperor. The principal of thefe was 

Ratan-chund, who impelled m  general by his religious zeal againft Mufful- 

men, and in particular by his enmity to the Emperor and to fo many gran

dees of the Empire, made Inch envenomed reports, and irritated the Vice- 

rov’s mind to fuch a degree, that in became totally incurable. Iacenfed be

yond meafure, he had advanced clofe to the city, and encamped under 

Firoz-fhah’s fteeple. It was the firft of Reb;y. On. approaching hjs tent, 

tthe rnufick played to him, which is never done but for the Emperors them

felves ; and after having entered it with a retinue and a pomp truly Royal, 

he was heard to fay, that as hi did not think himfilf <jf Jul&eSt, he did not

mre to pay fo much deffiermce to the etiquette. doeT^T'S;

E ven ail this, did not roufe the pufilbnimous Emperor; Eternally floating j * f eU 

and undecided, he talked of the Imperial indignation, and of the chaftifement 

which might be the confequence of i t ; and a day after, he fpoke only of for 

bearance and difflmulation, and even, made advances towards a reconciliation 

and a renewal of promifes and ftipulations. So much feeblenefs difeouraged 

even his moll zealous femntsRadjah.Djehi-fmg, tired with fo much uncei-

tafoty once propofed to fom to come refolutely out of the caftle, to put hitn- 
" fclf
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ftlf at the head of- his houfehold and troops, and to fall hidden* upon thole 

tw0 rebellious brothers. “  The moment,”  find he, “ that your rroops and 

friends, (aid thefe after all cannot be reckoned at left than twice the B * »

-  -  her of thofe thatfollow your enemies) the moment your friends lhall pen® VC

a f t ? ~  «  that you are ading openly and with vigor, they will- flock to you from at,

*  1 .< parrs, and will put it in your power to pumih your enemies. 1 am even

« inclined to believe, that at fuels a, fight, numbers that ieem to follow • »

.. t o u t e d  of the two brothers, wiU quit it, to return to the* 1**M . make,,

« and will be aflifting in crulhing them to atoms: So that thelc, laid.,lg  at oncs 

« from the height of their hopes, lhall be obliged to C um *to y a- ,r pleafuie- »

T his generous advice did not pmdd-e S„, So *!^none of. the.

Lords of die Court, who faw the Emperor’s levity of temper and ins infa

tuation for his unworthy favorites, thought it expedient to declare themfelves, 

or to take the lead in an affair in which himfelf fcemetl quite ptfftvc. And. 

wha. is lingular, whilft Djehi fing’s advice lay unminded, no firm refolution 

was taken to come at leaft to fome fincere accommodation. 1  he falser advices 

of fo many Grandees zealous for the honor of the crown, were dllregarded j 

and the Emperor approving nothing but what was fuggefted by his own mind, 

or by his thoughtlefs favourites, fpread the difeoutagemenc every where, and 

was ruining his own affairs. No wonder then if at lad he faw what came to pafs:

For numbers of Grandees, equally wife and brave, on,beholding Inch a tie- 

plorable fate of things, were broiling on the fire of impatience and mJigna- 

,ion; and they groaned at having tlieir hands tied-up, and at finding them

felves condemned to inaftion. Nay, fome tbadiad heretofo e been put under 

the Vezir’s command, now quitted his party of their own motion, on difeover- 

tog  to what lengths his ambition and arrogance might proceed, and matters 

. . might have taken another turn; when the Vezir, aware of his danger, anti

obliged to haflen a crifis, fern the following raeffage to the Emperor i “  Should

.< yourMajefty vouchfafe to difmifsDjehi-fmg, that known enemy ot our family,
“  from(M)



‘ ' r0rn your Court, and to fend him back to his own country; and fhould you 

u condefcend to add to that favor the two others of bellowing on our friends TheVezir’*
artful meflage

<( the two offices of Grand Mafler of the Artillery, and of Superintendant of 

“  d"e two Halls of Audience ( m i ), with full leave to us to take our own pre- 

ct.'ttions in the Imperial Caftle, we, the two brothers, your faithful fervantj,

“  being henceforward free fromour apprehenfions, would attend yourMajefty’s 

*<! perfon, as we did heretofore.” The Emperor, without betraying his real 

/“'himeiw at fich a 1 leffage, anfwered calmly, that “  In fad, thofe two offi- 

“  ces we e m ire Vezir’s poffeffian, or in that of his friends; and that nothing 

“  had beet ivith-hel J from them but the execution of the laborious part,

“  which of ourfe devolved on Ytfcad-gjiar-, ks Deputy to the Vezir; but 

“  that aw any rate, his Deputy flip would ceafe of itfelf on the New Y  ear’s Day:

“  That as to Djthi fing, that' Prince had already received, fo early as the 3d 

“ ofReby, an order to repair forthwith to his own country, and had quitted 

sc the Court accordingly.”

So moderate an anfwer ferved only~to embolden.the two brothers; the more 

fo as it became glaring every day, that Feroh-fyur had not a grain of courage 

in hits conftitution; and although .lie detefted the Seids, and wifhed their de- 

Itruelion; and he was eternally exhorted by the boldeft of his fervants to put 

himftlf at their head "and to fall ay once upon thofe rebels, neverthelefs, 

fuch was his pnfillanimity, that he did not dare to put himfeif upon his 

defence, and Hill lefs to fally forth and attack his enemies. Againft his own 

conviDion and inclination, he fent the content requefted by the Vezir; 

and on the 5th of the 2d Rebi, that Minifter repaired to the Caftle in the 

middle of a crowd of perfons of diftinclion, devoted to his intereft, 

amongft which Adjet fing was the foremcft: He difmiffed the Emperor's 

troops and officers from all their polls and offices, and placed his own in

( n  1) There are two Halts of Audience, the Public and Private; the latter-is in the Gh&JUqhaua,-.or bath
ing p!ac ; that is, the .private .appartments. The Grand Mailer, an important office, fom-timtf bat not al
ways deigned by the zxpieifion of Mir ateffii, or Lord of Tire. He lias the right to poll guards all round in 
the citadel of Dehly, in which is Seated the Imperial Palate.

.• - their

M U T A  Q. H E R I N . ,3, (fiT



/j#*- ' G0lv \  I

their-dead I To that of all that multitude of men of diftin&ian, who atteiidea 

The Vszirin daily on the Emperor’s perfen, there remained no one but Vticad-khan his

E lSacttadtl favorite, Imtiaz-rihan, the Comptroller of the hotifehold, and Zafer-qkn 

the iritfodu&or, with a few others of which the Vezir ufed to make nr ac

count at all, together With a few menialiervants and eunuchs. A  hous 

after, the Viceroy furfotmded by a pomp truly Imperial, put himfelf at. the 

head of his troops, marOhed through the city in battle irray, and having tak

en pofieffion Of the gates and ramparts about which his'troops spread %' as ton l 

feveral Greets, he continued his march to the caftle, where having .lighted he 

payed a very fhort vifit to the Emperor. It was n marked that very few 

words were exchanged between cLx* • m l  mVbougg the F ,rperor prefented 

him with a quantity of elephants, horfes and jewels, he vouchfafed his accep

tance only for a few, excufed himfelf a? to the reft, and on his departure 

made fo carelefs a bow, that it gave general offence. Even fuch a feene did 

not roufe Feroh fyur: he continued motionlefs, and paffively faw himfelf 

diverted of his dignity and patrimony in the middle of his palace. Two 

days after, the Vezir returned to the caftle, difmiffed the few perfons that re

mained attached to the Emperor, placed his own creatures every where; and 

giving the charge of the gates to a trufty .friend of his, he fent for the keys of 

the private flairs, the dormitory, and of all the courts of juftice. As foon as 

the Viceroy was informed that all was quiet witiiin the citadel, he fet out in 

as much ftate and pomp as before, and taking his march along feveral ftreets 

which had been filling thefe two whole days with his troops, he repaired to 

his own palace, called Shahiftah-qhans Bara-dery (112), which was clofe 

to the citadel. What is lingular, he had with him the pretended fon of 

Prince Ecber, but mounted upon an elephant in fuch a manner that his face 

could not be diftinguithed. The next morning the Vezir went to die caftle,
■ L...J . ■ iHMMi.n.'iHa-i—!u£--------- ~ ' —— — — • * — -i—  — : -• j  ' ....................................— -   ...........................T--------- —"

( i u )  This Palace took its ngmefjrom a Pavillicm, common in India, being built upttn twelve columns, or 
being open by twelve Porticoes, as the words import, for the purpofe of receiving a ffeih gals from whereto* 
ever it might blow. r  ,'  n

and
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• and after having again requefted the offices he had once mentioned, he went 

on enumerating the many grievances which he as well as his brother, had 

N' been buffering theft many years: and hiftory has conferred his very words:

It was in thefe terms: “  In return for the important fervices wehaverender- 

‘ ' cd yoii in your times of impotence and diftrefs; In return for the blood 

“  we Have flied in your fervice, as we had already done in that of your fa- 

ft therand grandfather, fuch faithful fervants as we, have met with nothing 

bur miftruft, lufpkpns, and a variety of fchemes againft our lives and ho- 

fc nor. For proof of which aflfertion we want no more than this letter which 

y°u 'wrou' tr that lavage of DaSd-qhan-peni, to exhort him to arm him- 

felf for thevleftrudlicp of fo meritorious and fo innocent a fervant as my 

brother; (lo >vVt llCed any other vouchers than thefe repeated and

nreffing orders which you were continually fending to all the great men of 

«  Decan, for the purpofe of exciting them to our ruin and dettruelion.

“  Now. there remains but one expedient capable of quieting the minds of 

“  us, your faithful fervants; and that is, to put us in pefleffion of the two 

■ offices which we have already requefted, inftead of leaving them ftill in.

<e tilt hands of ftrangers; who make it a point to miflead your mind; For 

«  urkfs we obtain thofe two favors, it will be unfafe (or us to come as fub- 

«  je&s to the cattle; and as fervants, impoffible to ferve our matter with 

“ any peace of mind.”

T o  this fpeecb the Emperor, as uncautious and as thought!efs as ever, an- 

fwered only by promifmg that fhortly he would comply with all their rc- 

quetts, although he faw full* enough that matters had come to fuch a critis,
Altercation

that he had no other party left but that of acknowledging the Seids for hi? 

matters. The converfation mean while being protrafted to an imexpefted £heVezir* 

length, degenerated into an altercation in which high words and harfh ex- 

preffions were exclianged. The Emperor unable to contain himfelf called 

both the Vezir and Ydcad-qhan names, and made ufe of unbecoming lan-

A  a guage;

J
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gnage : and the latter foolifhly endeavouring to pacify them, the Vezir flop

ped him Ihort, by giving him the moil opprobrious abide, and commanding 

his being taken out of the caftie immediately. Yticad-qhan, thunderllruck 

by fo unexpe&ed a command, loft all prefence of mind; and hardly atfe to 

diftinguifh his feet from his head, he thought it high time to lave his life* he 

retreated, and meeting his Mufhreff or head-accomptant’s Paleky, he got 

into it, and fled as fail as his chairmen could fly. d hat very moment 

every part of the city was in an uproar; and this uproar which was o c c * honed 

by multitudes of people running to and fro through every dreet *ncl ever) 

lane, gave the Emperor an infight into his real fituation. H t  fubrmtted to 

his fate, and retired into the fanduary or women * apartm/^> whe.t 

took-up Iris abode, unmindful all the while of ctw $ enlace of 

God: Death Jhall find ye m t be ye jhut up even in iron towers: a dreadful 

fentence which then did not occur to his mind.

A m idst  all this uproar and this hidden reverie o f fortune, all enligh

tening Sol, putting dull upon his head, had defeended like Feroh-fyur s fta
TheEmperor

Hives up the below the horifon; and frightful night in her fable veil Aiding gradual!;

down from the battlements of heaven, had covered every thing, widr dirk- 

nefs and horror: fhut were the gates of the Citadel, thofe once doors oflecurb 

ty and peace of mind; fhut were they, and barred forever! The Ve

zir with Adjet-fing flept that night within the caftie, whilft the Emperor’s 

zealous fervants were obliged to take their abodes without.,

« Everyone, confounded, remained motkmlefs, anxious to fee

*  «  What further feenes would bring forth the pregnant womb of time.”

I f  that night of fereatns and confufion, which like that darknefs which 

is to precede the day of judgment, covered with its fable veil the whole extent 

of the. city, nothing was heard" but confufed noifes; nor did any one know what 

might a&tuily be doing within the caftie: for the Vezirs troops having 

taken poileflion of every great ftreet and market, as well as o f every gate of

. r*—x  . the
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die city, paffed the whole night tinder arms, whilft the Marhatta officers 

with their whole Cavalry remained on horfe-back, in expedition of being in*

V ftantly called to a&ion. But the moment the day commenced dawning,

every one of the citizens rofe in a ftate of incertitude, and with a mind that 

floated betwixt hope and fear; and whilit Sol was Ihedding his firft rays 

on the golden ftandard of the "V exit’s fortune, a report ran that he had 

been killed; and nothing was heard in the flreets and markets but cries 

and./creams. Juft 4  that moment of lufpenfe. feme considerable Lords, ;rt ova the «. 

mcenfed at the ‘reverie of fortune of which they heard only from common 

report, thought it incumbent upon themfelves to run to the Emperor’s af- 

fiftance, and as they thought, to fupport his defenders: tliefe were Saadet- 

qhan his father-in-laW, 'Ghazi-eddin-qhan, the goat’s beard; and the brave 

Aghyr-qhan, the T u rk : thefe three mounted, and advanced towards the cab 

tie, with what troops they could colled. But Nizam-ei-mulk and QhandoS- 

ran, thought it would be prudent to flay at home. On the other hand Mah* 

medaamin-qhan mounted likewife, but it was to go to the Vezir’s affiilance.

But as a body called the Cammul-polhes or blanket-wearers(105), were going ,

to join QhandoSran, their commander, they fell-in with a body of troops of

Ma hatta horfes, who forbad their palling farther; and this threat having

been received by the others with a Thower of arrows whilft Mahmed -imin-

qhan’s flandards were making their appearance on the oppofite fide, the

Marhattas who took them all for fo many enemies, and did not relifh their

finding themfelves cooped within a city’s walls, where they could not fight

but in flreets and lanes, took fright, and putting fpur to their horfes, they fled

on all fides without further inquiry, to the unfpeakable fatisfaction of thofe

idlers and fharpers who thronged the ftreets, and efpecially to the great joy of

the Mo go Is and other difbanded foldiers of the Emperor’s, who already in*

(105) The word Cammujl, which ligqifieS a coarfe woollen blanket, imports alfo aCuirafs ; and there are in 
India, Cuiraffes of quilted cotton as well as wool, that will Hand the ftroke of a fabre. There are feme ones 
fluffed with the tefufi of raw filk, and thefe refill not only the fubre and lance, but alfo the bullet.

A a 2 cenfed
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M arhtcatorfe eenfed at the haughuaefs of thofe infidels, rafted amongft them pell-mefl,
deftroyed with- .
inthecitybythe ejid commenced killing and flopping the runaways. The Marbattas con-
mob.

founded to find nothing but foes in every ftreet and at every door, difperfed f 7 

and fled farther, a$ fax as the camp, but not without leaving fifteen hundred of 

their’s upon the fpot, who as well as the whole corps of one Sinta and of two 

or three officers more, were hacked to pieces: They had alfo numbers of

wounded. The holies of all thefe flain were laid ho’d-cf by the vidors and 

by the mob, who on breaking fomc faddles by accident, were fufprifed to 

find the fluffing full of pieces of gold.

It was at this very time that Mahmed-aamin-qhan arrived with his troops 

in the Viceroy’s camp, where he was received with tne highef. applaule for 

his readinefs. Whilft all this was pairing in the ifrer-s, oadxt-qhan with 

bis five fons, was arriving near the caftle at the head of a body of troops, 

as did Ghazi-eddin-qhan with another; and the oppofite ftreets were filling 

by thofe brought by the favorite Yticad-qhan, and the late grand-mafter of 

artillery, Seyd-qhan: thefe were followed by three thoufand HindSs in the 

Emperor’s pay, under the command of Manhar, an officer of truft: all theft 

were taking poffeffion of pofts in and about Saad-ollah-qhan’s market, ,and 

preparing for an attack. Thefe movements, being rumoured in the Vice

roy’s camp, as well as the Vezir's pretended death; and the Maihatta? con

firming the account by their disorderly flight and their wounds, the whole of 

the Viceroy’s army was in an uproar; and one rumour more, and it difperfed : 

luckily for him that certain intelligence arrived at this critical moment of
Several fkii'- , . . . .

mimes in the tl»e Vezir’s being alive and fafe. This having revived the Viceroy s (pint,
ftreets between °
toe two parties. ^  difpatched a choice body of his beft troops to drive thofe that had af- 

fembled in Saad-ollah-qhan’s market. Thefe troops pufhing forwards with 

ardor, fell upon the enemy, and commenced a (harp engagement. In the 

jnidft of a hot fire, Ghazy eddin-qhan’s elephant being wounded in the 

trunk by a rocket, turned about, and ran away with Ins matter, who was

immediately
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amediately followed by Ids whole corps. Sadat-qhan was woumied at the 

fame time together with his five Tons, and he quitted the field; and Yticad- 

qhan, after having given himfelf fotne motions, without any inclination to 

come to blows, retired to his houle, and intrenched his quarter. His perfon 

was but of fmall moment; but here by his trepidation and flight it became 

a Cgnai for falling upon feveral fhops and flxeets about Saa.l-dlah-qhan's 

market, which were all plundered and backed: And as if no effort made 

in favour of Feroh-fyur was to meet with fuccefs, the brive Aghyr-qhan 

who now appeared from the fuburbs at the head of a body of Moguls arjd 

other foreigners, found the Labor-gate {hut up, and the walls lined with 

•troops. Mortified a - fuch a disappointment, he was obliged to return,

Some filing-ana lonie fighting was itnl kept-up.in the flreets and lanes, when 

proclamation was made by a number of public cryers that Feroh-fynr wm 

confined, and that the Prince Refi-ed-derjat had afeended the throne. The 

■ Imperial mufick flriking-up at the fame time, and quarter being proclaimed R 

every where, with injunctions to every one to retire to his home, the pe,or. 

vanquifhed recovered from their defpair, the citizens retired to their homes, 

and the tumult feemed to fubiide.

W e have left Feroh-fyur within the apartment of the ladies; and the 

Vezir with the Gentoo Prince was waiting in expectation of his con;mg 

out to hear what further they had to fay, and of his furnifhing them wit i an 

opportunity to i’eize his perfon, as thetumult% that had apparently fubfidedj, 

had commenced a frefh, and pillage and flaughter were going-on. But 

Feroh-fyur did not come out; and the Viceroy fenfible of the eonfequence 

of a moment’s delay, was fending meflage after meffage, reprefenting to 

his brother “  that the tumults were inoreaiing; that the throngs of armed Trrr'Wemep
fageoftheVice

« men were becoming more numerous; that a general revolt was going to roŷ cp his bro« 

“  take place, and would not fail to raife a great blaze: and that therefore 

«. the buiraels was to be put an end to fome way or other, as a moment of

“  delay,

■ ( i  c» y



“  delay, might prove irrecoverable.” Whilft the laft meffage was deli

vering, a body of Afghan foldiers mixed with fome of the Vezir’s Haves, 

had found means from the top of the houfe of Nedjm-eddin-aaly-qhan, 

y ounger brother to the Vezir, to. delcend within the yard of the Imperial wo

men’s apartment, which was clofe to it, and which proved guarded by a 

nnmber of Habelhinian, Georgian, and Calmuc women (106). i ’hefe be

ing driven away, the foldiers penetrated within the gate, and fell a rumaging 

every apartment in fearch of Feroh-fyur. At lift fome women too delicate 

to bear the tortures to which they were expofed, pointed to the place of 

ferrf ?yw confinement, and the foldiers ran to him. At this fight the Empe- 

aw^eragiSwith ror’s mother with his confort and daughter, unable to endure fuch a fpefta-
enormonsindig- .
nitiiis and confi- cle, ran to his afiiftance with a number o f Princeffes .aj>d ladies of die firft 

rank, who having enclofed him within a circle which they formed round his 

perfon, fell to prayers and intreaties. But of what avail could be thofe tears 

with a troop of Soldiers ? and in fuch a moment whofe pity could they move ? 

At laft after a deal of ftruggle, he was difengaged from thofe women, dragged 

upon the ground, and confined in a dark fmall room on the top of the Tir- 

po81iah(io7), and all this with fuch outrages and fuch indignities as had 

never been afforded to the Imperial perfon.

H is reign, without reckoning the time elapfed from Muezzendin-dje- 

hander-fhahs exaltation, lafted fix years and four months. All the foregoing 

events have been collefted from memoirs or memorandums written at that 

very time by perfons of credit and diftin&ion, who wrote either as witnef-

Z - T —’  -----------5— ~
(106) . bis guard amounted to feme hundreds of women, moftly armed with the fibre and the target, but fe • 

veral were folikewife with the fpear or the mufquet. As to the Georgian women, whofe charms make fo 
much noiie all over Turley and Perfia, they ara deemed in India too flout and too fieihv for beauties. Small 
delicate women, with a beginning pjumpnefs, being the peculiar tafte of the Indians. This guard was com- 
pofed partly of Calmuck or Tartar women and of Gordjenies or Georgians, and partly of Nfgroe and Habelfi- 
nian women, who promicuoufly bear in India the appellation of Habeftiies. Seradj -ed-do 8 1 a had in Bengal 
fuch a female guard in his Seraglio.

(107) This is a lofty building railed either in the middle of a market, or on the gate of a fortrefs or a pa
lace. It is called TirpoStiah, becaufe always railed upon five bodies of mafonry, malsi ig three porticoes, but 
the vulgar pronounces Ti.ipt8 1 iah. That building looks exadtly like a triumphal arch.

r"  * ef
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fefs or as tranfadors: and fome of thefe being men of letters and ingenious, have 

found in this fentcnce of the holy writ, take warning ye that have eyes, the 

chronogramme of this event

'The Vezir having difpofed of Feroh-fyur in this manner, thought that as 

the whole city was yet in an uproar, it was incumbent upon him to proclaim 

another Emperor; and he got him proclaimed accordingly under the names 

and titles of §herns-«ddin-ab8-al-berecat-refi-ad-derdjat(ioS), younger fon 

to Refi-al-cadrnephew to Bahadyr-fhah, from a daughter of Prince Ecber, 

younger fon of Aorengzib. It was on a Wednefday about nine o’clock in the 

morning of the fecond Reby, in the year 1132 of the hedjrah. The young 

Prince was then twenty years old; and as the fcreams all over the city did 

not allow any time fiiffipent to fend him to the bath, or even to make him 

(hut his clothes, he was drawn in all hafte from the place of his confinement, 

and in all hafte placed upon the throne, with only a. chaplet of large pearl 

which the Vezir had juft time to throw ever his apparel, fuch as it was.

The Imperial muftek having (truck up immediately to announce this event 

i 0 the people, die fcreams and uproars ceafed at once, and in a little dm© 

mere the tumults fribfided every where.v ;
* T he Vezir after fo critical and fo perilous a day, thought proper to pad; 

that night in the citadel, furrounded by a numerous body of his braveft and 

truftieft friends; having previoufty placed at the only gate left open, a guard 

on which he could depend. Not fatisfled with all thofe precautions, when it be

came neceflfary to form a houfehold to the young Emperor, he appointed the 

whole of it from his houfehold and dependants down.to the Eunuchs, Cham

berlains, Menial Servants, Cooks, and Water-carriers. As a f  arther precaution 

he placed his own guards every where, and filled all the avenues of the palace 

and even of the private apartments, with his own dependants. The next day

(108) Thefe words fignifie Refi-ed-derdjat, t ie fun of religion and the father of blefiings, and likewife the 
bringer. of cheapnefs. Ren-ed-derdjat fignities of a fubliroe degree or dignity.

the
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' the new Emperor having according to the cuftom given a public genera! au

dience, Adjet-fing and Ratun-chund fupplicated that the Hindoos - all over 

the Empire might be releafed from the opprobrium of the capitation (109) : 

this favor was granted, and orders were at the fame time difpatched every 

where for confirming all Governors, Commanders, Viceroys, and Crown-offi

cers, in their refpe&ive commands. In the mean time the famous Yu cad- 

qhan was confined with a deal of contumely, his Djagldr relumed; and his 

Palace, where he had amaffed an immenfe treafure in gold and filver, coftly 

of Ytic'Zqiian jewels, and cxqnifite fluffs, was taken poffefTion o f; But what is lingular, on 

rumaging for treafure, there was difeovered another fecret hoard of his, which 

conflfbed only of gems and jewels of an amazing value: all prefeiits from I e- 

roh fyur, but which now ferved only to enhance his 's’ !h,race, and the many 

gjfFronts put upon him. The whole was feized for the Vezir’s ufe, without 

his taking the leafl notice of the outrages and contumelies, that had been of

fered to their late owner.* At the fame time were refumed all the Djaghirs 

and lands which Feroh-fyur had bellowed on his fycophants, and none was 

feared but that which was enjoyed by the Rani, late confort of that dethro 

ned Prince; and this was rather out of regard to Adjet-fing, her father. The 

Manfobdars and officers of the body-guards, called Vala-fhahies, who enjoyed 

lands and Djaghirs, until they might be payed in ready money, were flopped 

in the fame manner; and as to the common troopers they were given to un- 

deifland that if they wanted fervice, they mull repair to the Viceroy's camp,

Great changes where they would be inlifted at the rate of fifty rupees per month, ready mo*
and refump-

ney one with another. Mahmed-aamin-qhan, already Second Paymafler, was

(109) The capitation which rites in France from twenty Sols to two thoiriand Livres, this being what the 
Barphic htmfelf is taxed at, am! which the clergy itfetf pays nnder the name o f W w !M: the Capitation, 
w hich cots to great a figure in Raffia, and rites in Turky from three half crowns to eleven, is but a fmaU ob- 
jea in India, wh e it is called Djeziat, and has never been of more than three half crowns per head : it is now 
fallen in fevrfe all over India, where Hindoos or GentOos continue Rill to be dift.nguiftied only by them Djama - 
or coat folding upoh the breaft from right to left, whereas that of the Mnfluimen fat* fro* r-ght to left.

confirmed
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confirmed in his office; and Zaafer-qhau was fubflituted to Seif-ollah-qhan, third

Pay matter. Nizam-ul-mulk was appointed to the T ':eroyalt) of Maiva, al-
. . ..... '

though he was fo far from liking the complexion; of the times, that he had re

peatedly refufed that office. Ser-b81end-qhan, who had been appointed Go-
’ /

vernor of Cab81 fome-time before the Revolution, and on that account had
’’*N r: * ' .

flopped at fifteen cofes from the capital to fee what would be the fate of the
. ̂  d : Vi’ . V ‘ :-V Y ; 1ij' '■ V,.V' ’V
Empire, was fent for, add he recei /ed a new the patent and invefliture of that Go- 

vemrhent; after which ceremony he was difmifTed with honor and diflinclion.

The rich Fodjdary of MSraciabad was given to Seif-eddin-qhan, one of the 

Vezir’s younger brothers. One Maluned-reza, a new nun, was appointed 

Supreme Judge and Cafuifl of the Court; and Emir-qhan-aalemghiry, who 

had enjoyed the Government of Ecber-ubad, was made Sadr-el-fSd8r ( iio ). 

Dianet-qhan was made Divan oy SuperintendanC of the Revenue Office, as 

was Radja-baqht-mul of the Military Cheft; but all.thefe, together with every
««u

one of the Officers of Finance and Adminiftratron, were held to be no more 

k ffian fo many Lieutenants of Ratan-chund’s. Himmet-qhan one of the Vezir’s 

' V ofom-friends was made Comptroller of the Privy Purfe, and moreover T u 

rn: to the young Prince; and over and above all that, feveral lucrative offices 

were bellowed upon him. As to the Offices and Governments that proved at 

a diftance from the capital, no change at all was attempted in diem, for fear 

of lofing all command over thofe diftant parts. Only the Government of 

MandoS was taken from Merhamet-qhan, that Officer o f merit, who had 

flighted the Viceroy, when he paffed by his diflrift; and it was given to Qhad- 

jem-cSli-qhan, a TSranian or Tartar; but Radja-adjet-fing ( i  r x), who to 

. get rid of the eternal curfes and hootingsof the populace, wanted to be gone

n o )  The office of Sadr of Sed res anfWers to that of grand;almoner in France, and more ^ 2

of the King’s Confeflbr, inafmnch aS he has the d.fpofal of the Eccl^ft.ca henefices 
SSdS. it. India, is the Superintendant of the charity-lands, that is, lands let apart for decayed fam.hes, 
thefe lands cannot ampont to left than feveral Corors a year all over the empire.

( m )  He was fatherto the Raru.or Gentoo Priaceft, contort of Fetoh-fyur, and the more odious on accent* 
of the part he bad taken agaitift his Son-in-law.

\ B b “
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to his Government of GSdjrat, could not obtain leave, and was requeued to /

remain in the city.
rJ T  -1 As to the dethroned Emperor, his exit being related in two different manners 

£ S J  br two different men of diltinftion and credit, then upon the fcenc of-aftion, we 

w  0iall infertthem both, refting the truth or the fahhood of either narrative on

the refpeaive merits of either author : For it has been reported to me by men 

o f honor and veracity, that the two brothers bad never entertained thoughts of 

attempting Feroh-fyur’s life (1x2), or had ever intended to oner him any til

la g e ;  their only view being to make fure of his perfon; and for that purpoie 

they had put him under the care of a trnfly Afghan-oEcer, who was to have 

him under his care night and day. Neverthelefs it happened that Feroh-fy ur 

availed himfelf fo well of a moment of abfenCf / that he dole away unperceived 

in the dulk of the evening, and going from terrace to terrace, he wanted to jump 

down, being already at a diftance from the place of his confinement; when the 

Afghan returned. On not finding his prifoner, and knowing that bis life was 

at flake, he looked narrowly every where, and fpying at a diftance fome one 

that was lurking under the ihadow of a wall, be tan thitliei, and finding it wa. 

his prifoner, he threw h; nfelf upon him, and brought him back. That vil e 

fellow had no fooner feenhim in the place of confinement again, than making him
9

fit on the floor, he, with that hardnefs of heart and that brutality which feem to 

make the bafis of the character of an Afghan, fell a beating and a cuffing him 

unmercifully. Feroh-fyur, unable to bear fuch vile ufage, ran to the wall with 

all his might, and dallied his head with fo much violence agamft it, that his fkull 

was broketo pieces, andthatvery moment he departed to themanfionsaf eternity.

( t i i )  This is what fays a Sei'd for another Sei'd, and a Shyah for another Stiylih. But we have juft feen a 
few pages above, that HoffeVn-aaly.tjhan, the younger brother, had faid the very reverfe of that alfertion ; and 
we have feen that he had ailed conftantly up to that notion of his; nor had they ordered Feroh-fyur to be 
dragged and beaten fo outragcoufljf, and then confined fo unworthily, had they intended no more than to fe- 
cure his perfon.

{113) Thrt Nobleman, who enjoyed the higbeft offices in Aorcngzib’s court; and lived with that Emperor 
on the footing of a friend, tooX the title of Slhaaf, or timid and circurtifpedi, or concealed, to defign the ftyle of 
his hiftory, ,

( S t )  B,r



B ut Hafhem-aaly-qhan-qhafi, thehiftorian, fon toQhadja-mir,thehiftorian, 

refers Feroh-fyur’s death to an exprefs order from the two brothers, betraying 

at the fame time throughout his hiltory the ut mod detection and enmity againft

them, as well as again!! their family. As on the other hand it is poffible that
/ '

I, the poor man, ihould incur the imputation of fome partiality for them, I 

have thought it belt to refer Ms very text, without taking any liberties with it, 

lave that o f conedfeg fome talfe conltrudions which had crept in it, either 

through the writer’s, inaccuracy or the copyift’s ignorance. Let then the 

credibility of the follbwing* narrative reft entirely with the author. It is 

as follows:

“  T  wo months had already elapfed fince that unfortunate-Prince had been 

u  confined in that dark place, where he experienced a variety of haref-

** fhips, when a red-hot needle was palled over his eys; a cnrel operation,

“ which however, did not deprive him entirely of the light of, the day. Tired 

“ of luch repeated feenes of barbarity, that ill-fated Prince, in the limph- 

“  city of heart, natural to a man in diftrefs, and in that love of command,

fo capable of putting a man off his guard, and of letting at nought every 

“ other principle, betook himlelf to feveral expedients for putting an end to 

“  his bufferings : At one time he would fend to his enemies excufes for his 

“ former conduct, promifingto let th*em difpofe of the Empire, if they would but 

u place him on the throne as before : At another, that unfortunate man, bu- 

“ ried alive, wou'dtum towards the Afghan, Abdollah-qhan, (forfuchwas 

“ his keeper’s name) and would tempt him with an immenfc fum of money,

“  if he could but carry him as far as the dominions of Radja-djehi-fing-fivat,

“ All this did not fail to be exactly reported to the two brothers, who being 

£< endlefsly inftigated by their adulators, as well as prompted by their own 

f< fears, thought it high time to put an end to fo dangerous a life. To effect 

te their purpofe, they got poifon to be mixed at two different times in his vidu- 

“  als, and this hac no effed or very little; but the third time, the dofe operated 

v \ J  B b a “  and
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• S( and as they went to fee bow the unfortunate man’s foul was wrung out of

ft hisixxly, he loft all patience, and After having reproached them in fevere

ft terms for their atrocious ingratitude, and that faithleffhefs oftheir’s that had

«  fo often taken the facred word of God to witnefs, and had fo often pledged

f* the holy writ for their fidelity; he apoftropized that facred volumeitfeif,

« and wondered how it had not worked a miracle inftantly for the punifhment

« of fo much perfidy : He even vented reproaches againit the Majefty of

*l Divine Juftice, which had fupinely fuffered, as !ie faid, fuch faithlefs men

« to be ftill alive; and as he continued to exhal: his feelings in that reproach-

“ ful drain, the Vezir impatient, ordered a leather! thong to be ftrained

« round, his neck fo as to put an end to his talking; but the unfortu-

5  nate Prince having layed hold of it with t yth ha>,d„, fo as to keep it afun-

e< der from his neck, and having ftrugglec} hard with both hands and feet;

*.i the two Barbarians tired with fo much refiftance, ordered his hands to be

te parted by dint of blows; and the Prince having fuffered for a length of

e(. time all the agonies of a lingering death, at laft departed this fragile world.

“  Beware o f ftretching fo cafily thine hands towards that table fpread by time, >
“  For every morfel upon it is tainted with deadly poifon.

“  It is tme that a report ran then, and it runs fo to this very day, that the

u dying Prince proving too tardy, the rwo brothers finifhed him with plung-

“ ing their Qhandjars (144) in his bowels; but neverthelefs this report is con-

<c tradidfed by the very man who fuperintended the execution, and who ne-

u ver could relate that mournful event, without fhedding abundance of tears,

“ and without bitterly lamenting the neceffities of his fituation. He has been

u heard pofitively to fay, that tliere had been no dabbing at all. Be it as it

“  may, the body remained for fix and thirty hours unattended to and unbu-

,£ ried; and it was only after fuch an interval of time, that it was thought of;

“  then only it was purified according to the rites of religion, put upon a bier,

(* *4) The Ghandjar is a poignand with a bent blade, peculiar to the Turks, who carry it upright and on the 

right fide j  but it is oecafionly worne by both Perfian and Indians, the latter on the left fide and inclined.

“  and
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te and carry ed to die Emperor H 8mai8n’s Sepulchre, On'its-being brought
f  j %  ■ 1 _

** out, two or three thousand needy men and women, who ufed to find a re- 

“ fource in his liberality, tore their deaths, covered their heads and faces with 

** rh-h, and having furrounded the bier, they accompanied it the whole way, 

t! fhedding abundance of tears, and pouring forth all kinds of cubes and ex- 

“  ecrations\upon his enemies, whom they loaded with opprobrious language.

<e Two perfons of cVdlra&ion, to wit, Dilaver-aaly-qhan, and Seyd-aaly-qhan, 

i( both Paymasters to the brothers, had been fent to attend the body as Chief 

“ Mourners; and they were followed by a multitude of the principal citizens,

“  all melted in tears % but 40 fooner had the proceflion quited the fuburbs,

“ than the Chief Mourners Were hooted feveral times, and feveral times af-

“  faulted witn jftqgffs, Luck-i/ts, and clods of earth: Nor would any one
 ̂ . V

“  out of that multitude of needy people ftoop to accept of the money they had
f

ec brought for diftribution,or partake of that quantity of victuals which they had 

** prepared in conformity to the cuftom ; but on the third day after, a vafi 

'** number of poor people and beggars having afTembled in an orderly man- 

4 4 ner at the place where Feroh-fyurs body had been wafhed and perfumed, 

ft made a collection amongft themfelves, and prepared with it a large quanti- 

“ ty of victuals which they diflributed to others; they fent like wife for feveral 

u  readers of the Coran, palled the whole night with them in prayers, and 

ie lamentation;, and departed in an orderly manner.”

(i W onderful G od ! how thy divine juftice did manifeft itfelf in the 

“  feveral events of this revolution! his enemies had fo many realons for 

“  being expeditious with him, and fo many motives of hatred befides, that 

<c one would think it was incumbent upon them to make him pafs rapidly 

u  and at once from this little fragile habitation into the other world. ‘But 

u  no: Feroh -fyur in his days of power had ftrangled his brothers, yet in 

u  their tender years, murdered numbers of innocent perlons, and blinded 

“  fome others: and he mtift therefore favour the flavour of all thefe crueb

A m T ) “ ties
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(i ties, before he is permitted to make his exit: he muft from the hands 

“ of others experience all thofe agonies which others had fuffered at his hands.

“  Nor did the two brothers efcape the day of retribution, or go themfelves 

u  unpunifhed. In a little time they met with that lame ufage which ;.nty 

<c had offered toothers.” Thus far Hafhem-aaly-qhan-qhafi.

*o“ Srftoench- To return to our own narrative, the two brothers after having difpofed of

nthe fa....  Feroh-fyur, took poffellion of tire Imperial (lores and treahwd: Elephants,

horfes, rich furniture, ready money, exquilhe jewels; in a word whatever 

they fhewed a mind to, was carried away and mixed with their own ftores, 

in what manner they thought proper, (haring the whole amongft themfelves.

It is even reported that Ahdollah-qban, who v’as exceedingly addicted to the

fex,, carried away fome women of incompatible beauty from the Imperial
*

Seraglio: But this God only knows.
j

Soon after this fatal event, it was remarked that all cordiality had ceafed 

between the two brothers; and although that coolnefs did not appear in pub

lic, it was foon perceived by thofe friends of their’s who knew their refpeftive 

tempers; and feveral matters tending that way were fucceffively, but iilently 

taken notice of by the bye ftanders. There was likewife fome unequality in 

merit between the two brothers; and indeed it was univerfally acknow- 

Hofiln3-ni-°.f lodged, that Hoffien-aaly-khan, the younger brother, was far fupeiior to 

«itbj-other"5' his elder in difcemment, bravery, and many other valuable qualifications 

which a bountyful heaven had implanted in his conftitution. In power he 

feenied fuperior to all the Princes of his time, nay to feveral that bore a. 

chara&er in hiftory for having beftowed kingdoms and crowns, and con

quered Empires. Unfortunately neither his power nor his life lafted any 

length of time: If they had, it is highly probable that the times which we 

have the mortification to behold, would not prove fo humiliating and fo 

deplorable, as they are; nor had the honor of Hindoftan been thrown to 

the winds; nor had the Indian nobility and gentry been-reduced to that de-

a t  o eto b !e
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" ^  plorable condition to which we fee it reduced. But ns the morals of the

whole nation required the iron hand of correction, it is not furpriling that

the perfon and power of that hero, fhould have been only fhewn to the

Let us therefore fubmit to our fate: for God ordains what he pleafeŝ

and adds as fa pleafes.
U n f o r t u n a t e l y  for the two brothers, and for the difpofitions they

had made, the young Emperor, Refi.-ed-derdjat, laboured under a cohfump-
H E ; " . .  ‘ K • ,

tion, and was fabjed to L fpitting of blood, which foon put aft end to his

reign; in fo much that three mjonths and fome days after he had fubmitted to the Em™*r
V i . . . . of a confump*

odium of afeendins thfe throne, he departed his life on a Saturday, being tion, and is fuc.
,  ceded by his

the5 twenty-firft ofRedjeb. His younger brother Refi-ed-d6SIa, was brought gjjj?8er bro*

forth and feated in Lib udad: vdhilft the two SSids continued to difpofe of 
.

every thing in the Empire, and fiflb as great a fway as ever. As thefe two 

fickly young Princes may be faid to have iuft made their appearance 

upon the theatre of the world with the bare title of Emperors, in order to 

be immediately withdrawn; and they m y be compared to two travellers 

who juft made a fhort paufe on the throne, in order to continue their jour

ney towards the regions of eternity; W e hardly kn^w any thing ol them: 

and the rife of Nico-fyur, fon to Prince E'-bef, and Grandi'onto Aoteng- 

'’’’b a young Prince, then confined, at Ecber-abad, having taken place in 

Rcfi-ed-doSlah s life-time; we Lave thought it expedient to bring into one 

point of view whatever we have been able to colled about thole three j r- 

fons of the Timurian family, in order to conned it with the body of ourtuT- 

tory, and to give to the whole an orderly appearance; for the reader may 

reft allured that what little the younger Princes afford to this hiftory, has been 

carefully afeertained, although their lives have been fo obfeure and fo little 

an objed of talk, that their very names are hardly known to tins day: m Hiort

it amounts only to this little:
j t * ' " 9" '  ’ '^ V  ?: E-:,-;,;e  e U " . 'y  ' \ 'X.

■ ( / .  C>0 A



• ' ■'■ ■■ ‘ ■.... * ....■ *...... . ......^ ....“ ...~ ................ . .............  ' r /o

f (  f ) !  ,J6 T H E 5 £ I R (C T
\ \ \ y Ai. ’ j

• ••
A  short time after Refi-ed-do81ah had been brought from his prifon to 

a throne, another young Prince of the Imperial family, but who was confined 

in the citadel of Ecber-abad, the fecond capital of the Empire, was proclaimed 

by the Governor and Officers of the place, as well as by the Militia of tin. 

lages dependent on that fortrefs, and the Manfobdars and Cavalry dependent 

on the Governor of the province : all which foon formed a court about his per- 

fon. His name was Nico-fyur(t 14), a younger fs|t of Prince Ecber’s.

They were affifted by the inhabitants of the city of Ecber-abad, who feeing 

the-convulfions that defoliated the Imperial family, w llingly embraced his 

party. Such an event being likely to prove of 4  dang crus confequence, the 

two brothers refolved to ftifie it in it’s very beginning. They quitted the 

capital, and taking-with them bath the younr Pfiik.; i;:! efi-ed-dbS'ah, and

the principal perfons of the city and court, th;y marched to Ecber-abad, and 
layed fiege to it’s caftle. And although Nico fyur did not betray any want

of valor or capacity, in defending the place; neverthelels the gates were 

foon layed open, and he was feized and confined. The Garrifon was chang- 

' ed, and a proper, punifhmeat infli&ed on the officers of the caftle, and the

commanders of the Militia, who had planned the whole revolution. But 

this little fuccefs did not much tranquilize the minds of the two brothers. A  

flux and a conlumption were preying on the young Emperor Refi-ed-do8- 

lah; and although the Vezir fpared no pains in bringing lOffffeE, the ableft 

Phyficians of the Empire, his care and anxiety proved of no avail; and the 

Prince after a nominal reign ftill Ihorter than that of his PredeceiTors, gave 

evident figns of his drawing to his end, and of his being on the point of quit

ting the borrowed hofpice of this world. In a iliort time his life was defpair- 

ed of; and the two brothers, who needed a pageant upon the throne, fent two 

perfons of nett, to fetch another Prince from the caftle of Selimgur which is

a part of the citadel of Shah-djehan-abad. Thefe were Nedjm-eddin-qhan,
.....■■■-■■, ....... ....... . .. ---------- — . ... ..... . ..—  ------•— ■■■" ^

(114) Nico-fyur, a name o ft  he fame ijrpcrt asFej oh-fyur, lignite of a virtuous ai/pofition.

then

. „ ... ft
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firft, as Governor of the province of Dehli, was alone entrufted with that com- 

r.uilion/ and that the othet only did accompany that nobleman. The orders 

- M bring forth Rolhen-aqhter (i 15), fon to Q j > Ije'hh-aqhte’r, aius- 

Djehan-fhah, who was fon to Bahadjrr-ihah. This your.g Prince was theh 

in his eighteenth year; and fo early as Muezzeddin’s acceffion to the throne ». 

under the name of Ljehtnder-ihah, he had always lived in obfcurity and 

confinement, in an apartment of Selimgur-caftle (116); He was a youth of 

a charming afped, a |>eard' juft budding, and a beautiful face, in which 

Atone fomuch acutends ofn.-nd both in his air and forehead, as feeraed to 

prognofticate all his future ejection. He was not yet: arrived at Ecber-abad, 

nay, he ivas yet in me environs of the capital, when news arrived that Refi- 

ed-ddSiah was departing this fugitive world, and had already put off the gar

ment of confcioufnefs. His death was kept a fecret for a whole week, others 

lay for ten days, until his fuccefior could be at hand. On his arrival, the 

coffin of the deceafcd Prince was carried to the Maufoleum of Qhadja-C8t8b- 

ed-din and buried there in the fame manner as had been his brother. This 

death left the throne open for Roftien-aqhtcr.

T his young Prince conduced by his rifing fortune arrived at Fateh- 

P-’ ‘ ! I7)> anti on the fifteenth of the fame month, in die year n i l .  of the Rqften-aqh-
I *■  1- 7 J “  J  > ter afeends the

meffenger’s retreat, at about four aftronomical hours of the morning, he a- S S T S S ?  

vailed himfelf of a victorious hour and of the luckieft moment, to ftep fordi 

on the theatre of the world, and to grace the throne with all the attractions of 4 
his beauteous perfon. It was then that the fteps of that fublime place were 

dignified by the mention of his name; and then that the filver and gold coin 

diftributed on the occafion, received an acceffion of value from the honor of

: ' (115) Rolhen-aqhter, fignif e$ of a (tuning ffeor, that is, of a bright deftinj-.
(u 6 )  Seiimgur is a real cai e and fortiiicitioft at one comer of, and within the cita-lel of Delhi- 
(117) Ihe author alludes to die name of that town, winch imparts as much as Sucaji-ioviti would m Eng* 

lift.

 ̂ C c his
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Iris ftamp. He affumed the aufpicious titles of the Succourer of Religion *■ *=£

the Father of viritory (i 18). From that moment provisions that had rifento

au immoderate price, commenced becoming cheaper, and once mo-e plenty

(hewed-it’s face in every market. It was remarked that the Navvab ( i

Cadeffiah, his mother, a Princefs of great keennefs of mind and great wif-

dom, had taken care to nurfe in the (hade of obfcurity and Hence that fond-

lir>g of the fun of glory. Fully fenftble of the complexion of the times and

of the neceffities of her fituation, (he made it a paint to conform herfelf to.

the pleafure of the two brothers, who were now become the omnipotent dif-

pofers of die Empire; and her precaution went io far, that when (he quitted

the capital to pay a vifit to her fon, gone tc Ecber-ribad, (he fet out with fo

modeft a retinue, and fhe appeared with fo mich referve, mat (he declined the * »
voluntary attendance of numbers of people o. diftm&ion, that had been in her 

hufband, the late Djehan-foah’s fervi.ee; On hearing that they were pre

paring to follow her, and to augment her cortege, die requefted them to 

forbear, and even forbad their coming to the gate of her apartment and 

fending in their Nuzurs and offerings.

It being obferved on her fan’s afeending the throne, that the three pre

ceding reigns had being fo momentary and fo confofed, as to ierve only 

to confound, hiftory, it was enaded that to prevent all coufufion die 

records, the feven or eight months that had elapfed under the fhort lived 

reigns of thofe three Princes, fhould be omitted intirely; and that they (hould 

be comprehended within Mahmed-fhah’s reign, which of courfewas made to 

commence immediately on Feroti-fyur’s demife. At the fame time to pro

vide for forneof the moft urgent expenctfs of his mother’s female houfehold,

( t ig )  Abol-fetah-naflyr-tUdiu-niatimed-lhaK.

(119) The word CaAtffmh fignifies S J i t  i and it appears by thefe words (Navvab Cadeffiah) that, the word V  
K a vva t, which is no more than an Arabic plural of the word H d ’b. Deputy, after having figntfied a Govern r, 
has. come to fignifiy a King, fo foon as thefe Governors came to afiert or even to afl'ume an independence 
from court. Some Engliih have then rightly iranAated it by the word £»g»  and we fee here that it hgpiha 

alto a Queen.

>V -  " A  *
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■ a fi»,m of fifteen thoufand rupees was allotted for that purpofe. But the

command of the G 81al-para (120), and the otii.ce of Nazur, or Tuperin-

u-nd 'nt of that houfehold, were conferred on trufty Eunuchs of thi Vezir’s
4

jndence, as it had been pradiced with the three preceding Princes; (on
• ■ <l. : ■ • *

whom be mercy for ever!) and the minuter in providing-eunuchs, guards, 

uphoiiterer’s, elephant-drivers, menial fervants, cooks and even water-car

riers, took care to place pone ia that number, but his own fervants. It was 

on the fame principle,, that Hirnmet-qhan, one of the Vezir's intimates, a
• V » 1

man who enjoyed already i ve or fix offices, was prepoled over the new 

monarch’s perfon, as his Tu or; and more over entrulied with thesprivy 

purfe, as well as with the tre-fury of the palace. All this was patiently 

fubmitred to by the young Emperor, who fenfible of the criticalnefs of his
J J °  - The Voting

fituation, formed no oppofitior: to any of the Vezir’s pleafures, and had circlet1 itay and
1 - , . 9  night: hy the

befides the good fenfe to fhew him every demonftradon of deference and tlepea'

regard. But this did not produce the leaft abatement in the jealoufy, 

with which he was watched; for whenever he went abroad, which happened 

once or twice a month, for the purpofe of taking an airing, he was encir

cled by a body of Seids who did not lofe fight of him, nor ever carried 

him farther than the feats and gardens in the fuburbs, which at moft are at 

oriefi ° r two codes from the caflle; and then it was always in order to come 

back before the dulk of the evening. But whilfl the Vezir was bufy in 

quieting the capital, troubles were rifingin the neighbouring provinces.

C hebi l R-AM-Na a g u r , Governor of the province of Ilahabad, refufed 

to acknowledge his authority, and even thought it unfafe, on account of fome 

improper behaviour of his to the two brothers. Thefe in return took a refolu- 

lion to make an example of him; and Hoflein-aaly-qhan had already fent 

his camp-equipage forwards: when news came that the obnoxious Governor

(n o ) Golal-para is the name of that paling that furronnds the Imperial quaitei* in a camp j it it always at 
fifty yards from the can its, that is the enclofure or wall cloth, feven feet high, that forms a common enclofure to 
ail the Emperor’s tents.

C c 1 had
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had died fuddeiJy-. This piece of news could not but pleafe the Vice’’:;f; 

but however as it deprived him of an opportunity of fignalifing himfelf, he was 

heard to tbb and to fay: Is it not a pity that zvt Jh&vld'hf deprived of V 

The (over- fare of feeing that proud man’s head on the point of a /pearl Immediately a.

that piece of intelligence;, news came that Gurd-hur-bahadyr, fon to Dixi-ba-
knowleiige his ; . , ,
authority. hady r, Coufin to Chebilrarn, whofe Sword-bearer he had beenf had Idled  

on thh Government after his uncle’s demife, and war failing troops, as well' 

as repairing the towers and fortifications of Ilahabid. The Viceroy oh tlifr 

intelligence ordered' a bridge of boats to1 be thtbwn dh. the Djtumnah; and 

folding for Mahnled-lhah to Ecber-abad, he pablifixed that he was going to 

take Ilahabad ; ordering at the fame time, his; to march inftantly.

It was at this conjuncture that Emir-djemlni thought proper to make a- 

gain'his appearance upon the frage of the world, in order to be inveflecl with 

the office of Grand almoner; but this did not hinder Ratan-chund from con

tinuing to ad in'all matters relative to finance and government, and even in 

thole relative to diftributive juflicc and to Ecclefiaftical matters vith fo un

bounded a fway,«tliat the Motefeddies and Crown-officers were like fo many 

cyphers in His 'prefence : Nor did they give any fign of life, but when any pa

per was to pafs in their cuftody. At laft even matters of diftributive juftice came 

to be of liis refort ; and it was impoffible to become a C a z y y  fjfiSC 'city, or 

to have any Judicial or Ecclefiaftical preferment, without his good-will being 

previoully fecured. One day he brought to the Vezir a perfon of whom he 

had made Cazy or judge of a certain city: the minifter at fuch a fight turned 

towards a nobleman over again!! him, and faid 'with a fmile u Our Ratan-
-t . . . .  »  V  f i  f  G-'f • 'i f t  *f ftf" ' ’’ "  t r rf

u chund, do you fee, can manufacture Cazies alfo; and lie recommends 

f( likewile to EccIf fiafticiil preferments.” The other anfvered: “ true, my 

“ Lord, the Lord Radja after .having finiflied, his worldly affairs, is turning 

his attention to-religious matters. " '  : '

-■ i A lt*
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A l l  this -while the preparatives for the fiege w ee going-on with fo touch 

vigor, that Gurd-hur’s Vekti or Agent, thought u. high time to com-; to camp 

l to entreat the Viceroy’s fcrgiyenefs for his mailer’s mifdeeds. t ie  offered 

'unit; on condition of being iuifered to remain, in his Government, or of 

; mg it exchanged for feme other with the addition of fame title of honor, as 

an atonement f6r, his iofs, The conditions having being accepted, Gurd- 

hur was to come out of thy caftle of Ilahabad, to fin-render his Goverment with
A ■-% '-':x V 4-r.;vVV'? '/  ̂  ̂ . . r , • ..

the, place, and to be transfer.:ed to that of A8d, with the title of Baliadyr or Val- 

liant. But whilft this agreement was difeuffing, commotions and broils were

riling in the country of Bundi in conlequence of certain difputes -about an he-
*

reditary principality from whir.) Radja Bihim-fing one of the heirs, had been 

tje&ed by Bedha-fingthe other 1 cir. Thedifpoflefled Prince retired to the Vice

roy’s camp, to whom he payed his Court afltduoufly in hopes of being re-infta- 

ted in his right; and at M l, he obtained a body of fix-thoufand horfes, all ve

teran troops, and all Seids of Bar, who reckoned them (elves to be fo many 

countrymen, afrdfo'-mtiaykinfneivof the two brothers. They were commanded 

By his Paymaflfer General, Seid  ̂.'lilavcr-aaly-qhan, who had orders to reinflate 

the Gentoo Prince, and them to repair with bint add'with another Gentoo 

Prince, Called Gudj-fing, as fir as the frontiers of Malva, Where he was to 

vrait tA  f'v'(X' >■ ders. On the Other hand, as little reliance was repofed on all 

the promifes made by’Gurd-hur, a large body of good troops was fent under 

Haider-c81i*qhan, towards Ilahabad, to enforce the execution of the treaty.

Haider-bSli-qhan, who Was a mah' of character and abilities, layed fiege to that 

foitrefs, and pufhed his works fonvard; but as lie did not command alone, 

little progefs' was matte-in the fiegO, 'the Governor making it a praftice to en- 

5 ntb a negocMldti for furrendering the place, arid then to Hand again upon 

■* his .defqpce, and to drjve-the ,befiegers from their works. The fiege draw

ing to a lehgdii Hoifem-aaly khan crofted die Djumnah, and marched to

wards Ilahabad ; and tire report of his march having intimidated the befieged.

, , -a Gurd-hur• -1 J ¥ \ J< * N-v -.
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GuM*hur, who now found no (afety for himfelHn the plain, retired within iiis 

fortrelsj Vo which he condu&ed hitnfelf a great quantity of amunnion, and a va

riety of plovifions. His family, at the fame time, gave countenance to the re. uv - 

tory fpir/ts of that province; and the holders of Djaghir-landsin particular, la') 

hold of that opportunity to with-hold their rents. Such a ftate of things ha

ving engaged die Viceroy’s attention, he reflected on the natural ftrength of 

the place, v/hich was at the confluence of tivo mighty rivers ( i z i ) ;  on the 

courage aud pcrfonal abilities of Gurd-hur; and on the difficulties he would 

to all appearance have to encounter in a liege like!' to be protracted to a 

length; and which would confuine in that Angle operation a precious rime, 

which was required in other parts of the Empire, where the enemies of his 

family might avail themfelves of his ablence o excite commotions, iufeepti 

ble of blazing into a mighty flame. Senfible of all the difficulties of ms fltu 

ation, he was likewife difeouarged by fome fparks of difunion which then bioke 

out between himfelf and his cider brother, the Vezir Abdollah-qhan. it mas 

about the divifion of the jewels and treafure found at the caftle o. Ecber 

abad; and meflages full of difeontent and peevifhnefs were palling and *c 

palfing between them; but only in fecret, Ratan-cinmd doing every thing in 

Ms power to conceal thefe diflentions from the Public eye. Whilft the Viceroy 

was revolving in his mind how lie mighc ad, letters came from ,w  Grv tMipr 

Gurd-hur, which promifed tliat he would fubmit, if Ratan-chund were fent 

to him with full power to grant what concerned his former demands, 

as well as the fafety of his perfon. t he two brothers pleafed with fo fail an 

opportunity of fmorhering a flame which might have rifen to a great heigth, 

difmiflfed Ratan-chund; who, fetting out with a good body of troops about

the end of the fecond Rebi, foon arrived, at the city of Illahabad, where the

---—------------------------------“ ‘ ' %..
(i2j)  The Ganga and Djumna. Nor mull an European Reader make cheap of the River* of 'ndia f he 

Ganga, in particular, has a eourfe of more than fourteen hundred miles within the I units of India alone; and it. 
runs, efpeci.ilty in the rains, at the rate of ten miles per hour, upon fix, feven, or ten fathoms in depth, and in 
munberiels pUtes, of feveral miles in breadth.

2 ; y, Governor
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x ^ 5  jn v̂ernorof  the fortrefs payed him a vifit* and a treaty was .(bon concluded fye*

tween thefe two Gentoos, to which they both (wore upon the waters o( t i!V, 0 an- T'lf‘ Govt** 

ga, this being the moft (acred oath arnongft. them. By this treaty, the ( jovem- iuUlluti' 

men. jt  the Province of A8d was given to Gurd-hur, with all the Fodjdaries 

contained in it, as an atonement for his parting with the fortrefs of Ilahabad; 

and this being evacuated accordingly, it received a new garrifon, and came again 

within the power of the two brothers. It was the jecond year of Mahmed- 

fliah’s reign. Ratan-chund.. after putting the finifaing hand to this treaty, re

turned to his two maftt's, who received him with every demonstration of re* 

gard and and honor.

W h ilst  they were (hutting ho a breach in the northern parts of the Empire, 

difcentents and k ; e l  o f  a very threatening afped wererifing in the fouthern 

ones. We have already mentioned that Nizam el-mulk iiad reludantly ac

cepted the Government of Malva. He found the Province infeded with whole 

troops of Banditries, and its tranquillity difturbed by a number of refractory 

Zemindars; nor were all thefe brought to a thorough fubje&ion, without a 

deal of trouble and perfeverance: But the fubjed which (Iruck out a fpark 

and filentlyfet on fire all that combuflible matter heaped every where, was Mer- 

hamet-qhan, ttfatFodjdarand Governor of thefortrefs ofMandb8, whohadbeen 

“4gd by Hoffem-aaly-qhan for haying (b far (lighted him when he palled 

clofe to the walls, as not even to pay him a vifit. Tins- negled cod him his 

poft; and Qhadjem-c81i-qhan, aTBranian, had been appointed in his dead; 

but without being able to take polfefiion, as Merhamet-qhan delayed the 

rlfliverv of the fortrefs under a variety of pretences: he therefore wrote to Decan folloŵ
/  by open re-bci•

court to complain of the aflefted delay, from whence he obtained an or- 

der to NIzam-cl-mulk, Governor General of the province, to fee him righted.

The General who entertained an advantageous opinion of Merhamet-qhan, 

fent for him, and perfnaded him to furrendet the fortrefs quietly; and as he

lrnd obferved talents, with a deal of valor in that officer, he took him in his
own

C x .c « )
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0$n fervfce,-where he always eXprelfcxl for his perfhn a fin,cere regard, 

jn|  ", ;vry opportunity to employ his ah>Uicies. And as in the coafufions that 

ka£j prevailed in the p r in c e  in confequence of the inattention of the court, 

the fort efs of Rat-gur had been feized by a certain refractory Zemihdfr of 

the neighbourhood, whom Nizam-el-mulk, now honored v.r.h the title of 

Fateh-djung, received orders to expel; he diipatched Merh-tmet-qhan tKithei 

at the head of a good body of troops. This fervico was performed by that 

officer with his ufual vigor and dilpatcb; and lie flattered himfelf that it 

V/ould M e n  the minds of the two brothers in his favo •: But they were irre-J ft ’
conciliable; and Nizam-ei-mulk to make him feme amends/ gave him the 

oifice of clearing the whole province of die Pkntlitries that, lurked in it, and 

of'bringing its Zemindars to a thorough fufemiffion, x XxL.̂  feme© aifo was 

fuccefsfohy performed by that officer, who took care befides to bring under 

lubje&ion certain difficult paffes, and certain ftrong holds of the diftrkx of 

Chandiry, which ferved for a retreat to a number of free-hooters.

As foon as Nizam-el-mulk faw every thing fettled in his Government, he 

turned his attention towards encreafmg the number of his troops, filling his 

magazines, exercifing his officers and folders, and in making continually 

new acquifitions from the rebellious province of Chandiry.

Such  warlike preparatives could no! be concealed from AMollab fj|jan>

, who received dayly intelligence from the Imperial intelligencers, and the

crown-officers; but he had a nearer fubjerf of inquietude: he was informed 

that Mahmed-aamin-qhan now and that made ufe of the Turkifh lan- 

guage( 122), to enter into a dole converfadon with the Emperor, and he

( m )  The Turkifh language having been the maternal language of Timur or Tamer lang(Timur the lame) 
there is nothing extraordinary m its being underftood by the Hindoftany Emperor?, his I'ucceffors and defeendaw s.
As to Mahmed-aamin-qhan, it was his vetnaculai language,.he being born a Turk, that is, an Eulbheg-Tardr, or 
Tartar. The Bizarerv is, that today the Perhan, and not the Turkifh, llculd be the language of government in 'V ..
Hindoftan, wh.Ul theTurkifti, and not the Perhan, has been for thefe feveral hundred years paft the language 
of government ail o m  Iran or f’erlia, wii.re iikewue the TvirkiUt is the vernacular of feme northern provinces,

» * knew
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knew that he held a fccret correfpondence with Nizam-el-tnulk, about whole 

perfo-4, people could obferve any more troops than he had ocfapdn tor, 

vvh.lft he entertained a Rill more numerous body with die difcontented officer 

: .io :  ;met-qhan. All thefe intelligences having given fome inquietude to 

tlie two brothers, Hoffein-aaly-qhan, the younger, who was Viceroy of De

can, wrote to Nizam-el-mulk, that as both himfelf and his brother, with a 

view to put an end to the eternal troubles of Decan, wifhed to eftablifh theh 

refidence in the province of Malva, which was midway betwixt the Decan '' i

and the capital, they both hoped that to accommodate them he would take 

liis choice of the the four governments of M8kan, Qhandefs, Ecber abad 

and Ikhabad. This letter chanced to produce the very breach it was inten

ded to prevent. Ni/.r.e J-mufb already difcontented at Dilaver-aaly-qhatds 

being encamped upon the limits ;pf his government with an army; and fufpi- 

cious of his motives in effeding a jun&icn with the Gentoo Princes, Radja 

Bihim-fing and Radja Gudj-fing, whofe neighbourhood to a province but 

very lately quieted, had already excited commotions amongft the Zemindars 

of his frontier; anfwered .the moderate letter of Hoffein-aaly-qhan’s in k 

haughty taunting ftyle; and to fliew how little he was inclined to conceal his 

defigns, he added with his own hand thefe two verfes of his at the bottom, of 

the, letter:

** I am no. it •S?lrf>lofs fiilfe man as to- fwear to you™ 
u  But as 1  am not like you, neither,— * now fwear to you—■

the two brothers having foon comprehended the meaning o f thefe two verfes, 

fent for his principal agent at court, and they had a very bri/k conversation with 

him, which ended in threats againffc his mafrer ; and Nizam el-mulk, hav

ing foon received intelligence of it, and knowing at the lame time that Mah- 

med-aamm-qhan was endeavouring to kindle a fpark of indignation in the 

young Emperor's bread, he concluded that the confervation of ids honour, 

power and life, as well as that of all the Mogul Lords, and of an infinity of

D d perforj
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' pprfons of diftin&ion, depended on the downfai of the two brothers, whole L '

pride wounded his feelings, and whofe enormous power and pretentious left 

no fafety for any one, but for their creatures. He was alfo exceffivelv fhoc- 

ked at the infolence and overbearing behaviour of Ratan-chund and of Adjet- 

fing. Full of' thefe ideas, he held a confultation with his molt difberning 

friends, and with the bfift of his Generals; and; on difmiffing the affembly, 

he declared that he was refolved to commit his cale to, his own fortune', anti 

to difplay full open the llandard of refinance and oppoStion.... His refolution 

being now taken, he wrote a fhort letter to the two brothers; and coming 

out of his palace with AbdoWahirn-qhan, Merhamet-qhan and Rahim-qhan, 

he put himfelf. at the head of his army, which by comprifmg both his old 

troops and his new levies, amounted to;twelve thot&ad horfes- It was about 

the middle of the fecond Djemady (123), in the year 1132 of the Hedj- 

rah, which anfwers to the fecond of Mahmed-fhah’si H e was then about 

the town of Seronj, where he had been encamped all this while to over awe 

into fubmiffion a number of refractory diftricb on that frontier. Hispurpofe 

being now accomplifaed, he, decamped on a . fudden, and marched to 

the fouth,

T h is  intelligence arrived at Ecber-abad in a few days, and became pub

lic in a moment. The Vezir wrote immediately to Diiaver-aaly-qhan, and
* • T„... ;"V'

t o  the two Gentoo Princes to follow NIzam-d-mulk ftep by Itep, recom

mending to them at the fame time to omit nothing that could gain to them 

caufe the numerous clans of Afghans fettled throughout the Decan: after, 

which their bufinefs would be to crulh Nizam-el-mulk before lie (hould 

have time to make any further progrefs.

T he confufion and diforders in the Empire being of fuch a nature, as tor 

fet open a bad example, it was very natural that the meaneft men Jfhauld,

(113) There are two Djemadys, and two Rebys in the Midiomedao year, Thefe, as well os all the others,, 
ire Lunar sr.onthi jfrmn twenty-ma# to thirty days, each.

■ • avail/ i *5 \
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wail themfelves of their very diftance and obfcurity toafpire at aninlepen- 

dencc.

O .N E  HofTeln-qhan, an Afghan Qhorfhky, who was head man of the town of 

Collar in Pendjab, had thefe many years taken pofleffion df the bell diftrida 

about Coffor and Labor, where he aded as an hereditary Lord of thofe terri

tories. There troubles commenced, whi’ft Abdol-femed-qhan, the Viceroy, 

was occupied againft 'the Syks; and the Afghan had commenced by turning 

away both the eolledtors and crown-officers from his town. After this exer

tion he affembled troopV; and hearing that'C8t8beddm, an officer of charader
TVouMw in

was marching againft him with a body of ho fes, he met him half-way,
• deal otdifiicuL*

killed that commander, deftroyed or difperfed his Cavalry, and took pof- hr- 

feffic'n of his haggage. This vidory having railed his charader as well as 

enlarged his views, he foon fou id himfelf at the head of eight or nine thon- 

fand horfes, with which he eftablilhed his contributions far and near: So 

that the Viceroy himfelf, although with only feven or eight thoufand horfes 

about his perl on, found it worth his while to march againft him; and the 

two armies met at Chaony, about thirty codes from Lahor. Abdol femed- 

qhan gave the command of his center to Ker:m-c:81y-qhan, his pay-mal'cer; 

and at his right he placed Djany-qhan and Qhoadja-rahmet-ollah, two rela

tions of his, and both men of tried valor, whom he put under the com

mand of Hafyz-aaly-qhan, brother to Qhan-mirza, after having advanced 

before them a body of a thoufand Rohilla Afghans, whom he knew to b; 

perfonal enemies to the Rebel. At his left he placed Aref qhan his own 

lieutenant, with Aghyr-qhan, and took his own poft in their front. On the 

oppolite fide Hoffein-qhan placed his own nephew Muftepha-qhan in his firft 

line, together with Rahmet-qhan, Behlol-qhan, Seid-qhan and fome other Af

ghan commanders, ail refolute men, all mounted upon elephants, and all 

men of tried valor. But no fooner had the combat commenced by a fi e of 

mufquetry, than Hoffein-qhan having advanced on a full gallop on the

D  d a enemy’s m
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enemy's artillery, which he left behind, puihed-on to Kerirn-cSly-qhan, 

whom he unhorfed at. the firft onfet, making a great daughter of his men. Con

tinuing his blow, he fell on A ghyr-qhan, whofe troops being moitiy new levies, 

could not ftand fo furious an attack, and fled on all tides; fo that Aghyr- 

qhan remained only with five or fix hundred men of old troops, who were 

all Turanians or Tartars, armed with bows; and thefe unwilling to'forfake 

tl].tir commander, let fly fuch Ihowers o f arrows, as difordered tire Afghans, 

and flackened their ardpiv This was no foorrer obferved by Aghyr-qhan, than 

he ruflied upon the enemy, bringing down a man, at each time he fhot an arrow; 

and encouraging his men with both his voice and example, he foon made fo 

much havock arnongfl the Afghans, that Muftepha-qhan was flam, with the 

heflypart qf the three thoufancl men that had tallowed hip?,. Hoffe'in-aaly- 

qhan without minding this lofs, was pufbing with ardor to Abdol-femed 

qhan himfelf; and he fell upon him with fo much vigor, that die Mogol-ge- 

neral was upon the point of being borne down, having none but men wounded 

or flain round his elephant. At. this critical moment, arrived Aghyr-qhan 

with Ids body of victorious Mogols, and here again he clanged the face of 

die day. Jult at this moment the driver of Hofilun-aaly-qhan’s elephant fell 

dead from his feat; and one Shah-bohlhec, fpiritual dire&or to that General, 

who ufed always to carry him feated on his right hand, being aifo killed, that 

brave rebel himfelf was (truck in the. forehead by a mufquet-bail (hot by Ha- 

fyi-aaly-qban, and fell down iikewife; and from this moment a paniek Tented 

bis croups, and the,trappings and cu'fhiqns of the elephant having taken fire 

at the fame time, the Afghans who had loft aimed ail thefe officers, fell off 

their ranks, and at la ft fled openly on all fides. This flight having left a full 

vt&ory to A'xlol-femed-qhan,, he rewarded his commanders upon the field 

of battle; and as Aghyr-qhan had fo much contributed to the fueeefs of the 

day, he railed his military grade by five hundred horfes, added two hundred 

fr -> the fix hundred he commanded already, and umdo him a preient of

an
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an elephant, a poinard and a febre. The report of this vi&ory having

reached the court, the two brothers wrote letters of encomiums to the Vice

roy, and added the title of Seif ed-dd81ah, or fwdrd of the Empire, to all 

thole with which'he was already decorated.

W hi lst thefe events were taking place in Pendjab, the Decan was beco*

Bring a feene of moft ferious commotions. Nizam-el molk, refolved not to 

tubmit to the Seids, had patted the Nerbedda, whh.i is the northern boundary 

of that extenfiVe Viceroyalty. His fortune to which he had entirely commit-
/• ■ !• i , . « . ■ furrenders to

red Ivimfelf, had favored him io early, that on his fording that river at Ac* Ni/am-ei-muik
Without a blow.

har-p3r, the fortrefs of Afsir, that had coft years of fiege and labour to the 

viAoriom Soltan Ecber, furrendered to him without a blow.- The officers and 

troop" :£ the GawMbn, affembled at the inftigatiob of their commander, Taa- 

lub-qhan, who owed both his appointment and fortune to the younger of the 

tw o  b r o th e r s; and they delivered'the keys to NFizam-ehtrtulk, who payed them 

inttantly the twenty-four months arrears which were their due, and befidea that, As does the
* _ citadel of B8r-

Conferred many favors on them. The citadel of B8rbanp8r fell in his hands in handSr. 

much the fame manner; and to crown fo happy a beginning, Gho3fs-qhan,

Governor of the province of Barar, who bore the chara&er of a man of valor

and talents, came to join Nizam-el-mulk, to whom he was nearly allied, and Fortune Mes

brought with him a good body of did troops and a train of artillery. Hard- muik.

ly was he in crop, when Simbha, a Marhatta officer, who was difeontented

with the SahS Radja, his matter, quitted his fervice, and with two thoufknd

horfes, which he commanded, he joined Nitam-el tnulk. Ibis example

was followed by foots Zemindars of thole parts, and by feme Afghan cliief-

tains’, fettled this long while in that country. The defeAioin becoming eontar

gious, even Aiwer-qhan, Governor of the province'of Qhandeis, or B&rhan*.

p8r, who owed every thing, to Abdullah <jhan, one of the two brothers, came

over likewife. What looks prertyTingular is, that he was actually tn Aalem-aa-

ly-qlian’s camp, who being a nephew to the two Seids, had been appointed

their Deputy all over the Decan; there hearing of tire progreffes and motives
Of
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of Nizam el-rmilk’s, he at once forgot all the obligations he owed to .the two 

brothers} and under pretence of providing tor the city of BSrhanpSr, he 

went over to his benefacto’s enemy. The approach of fo fucdesfbl a Gene

ral as Nizatn-el-mulk (and he was now called Aflef-dja) (124), ftruck 

a terror throughout .ail that trad't of ground; in fo much that numbers of 

Marhatta commanders, who at the bead of their troops, were collecting the 

Ch68t every where for their nutter, the Sah8-Radja, .fell off from their na

tions, and gradually retired; to Satara. Whilft Ntzam-el-mulk was advan

cing fouthward, an adventure happened that fee that man’s charafter in a ve

ry advantageous light. A Lady of the higheft diftindion, who knew no- 

thing of the revolution which was adually taking place, was advancing to

wards the north. It was the mother of Seif-eddin-aaly-qhan, and of ourfe 

a  fitter of the two Seids: (he was going to .he capital to pay a viftt to her 

fon, and Ihe carried with her his confbrt and feveral fmaU children. On

reaching B8rhanp8r ihe was amazed to hear of her being upon an enemy’s 

ground, and that Nizam-el-mulk was advancing that way : ftruck wich 

the difficulties of her fituation, Hie fent him a man of diftindion, with an of

fer of whatever money and jewels fhe might have at her difpofal, in humble 

. hopes, that he would be contented withfuch afacrifice, and would fuller her 

to proceed on her voyage with honor and iafety. Nizam ul-mulk ftniled on 

perufing the letter; and fending for a drefs of honor, he ordered his inti aauo 

tor to put it on the Lady’s Agent, whom he requested to take care of fbme fmit 

which he was fending for the children; and calling at the fame time for one of 

his officers who commanded two-hundred horles, he bid him wait on the Lady 

with his corps, and gave him ffirid inftru&fom not to lofe fight of her, until 

he nad feen her Me in the camp of Dilaver-aaly-qhan, who commanded the 

Vcxir’s army which was marching to attack him. This General, who was 

provided with every thing neceffiirv, had orders to fight and demqlifh Nizam-

(i»4) Irfke AHef miaifter to Solomon.
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«I-mulk; ,(2.14)


