
' ul-mulk; and Hoflcm-aaly-qhan waited only for letters from him, in order to 

fet out himfelf for Decan. Ratan-chund indeed had more than once propos

ed to get rid of Nizam-ul-mulk, ay relinquifhing to him the Viceroyalty of 

Decant but fuch a propofal lhocked all. the feelings of his Mailers, although 

the northern parts of the Empire fbemed convulfed as much as the fouthem 

ones : For violent commotions and bloody troubles had arifen in Calhmir.

O ne Abdot-nebi, a Cafhmiriam, better known by the appellation of Muhte- 

vi-qhan, a man, who was this long while infefted with the folly of hating all the 

Gentoos, availed himfelf of the confuhon of the times, to give vent to his 

averf on. He affembled a number of idle; d’forderly, inconfiderate people, 

from among! the Mufiiiimen ; and went at their head to Mir-ahmed, the De

puty Governor, and to the Ofey,'or Supreme Judge of the Province, to whom 

he propofed, that henceforward, Hhd8S of ail forts (hould be forbidden the 

ufe of horfes, djamas, green-turbanis, and arms (12 5 ); and alfo that they 

.ft10Uld be forbidden to go at their ftated hours to gardens and bathing places 

(126). The Governor and Supreme Magiftratc anfwered calmly, tha tt{ W hat-

7 ^ 7 -ree'g^ n  turban and color, abmT^hkffi the Turks make fo much noife, was not the color of 
the meffenger’s daeis, for his furcoat, which hai hem prefented him from the Governor of Datmfcus was pan - 
ed red and whites and his cloak, was blacks nor was it of his main ftandard neither, this was red : and m  
j dn th • green is a color of mourning, as we ,5 as the black. nor do the. Hindoos or any others care to we r 

• , t  ’ color which is difficult to catch, and is never of any duration— The Duma folds upon-the bread, which 
aNima does not; and in order to have a tolerable idea of ether, the European reader muft foppofe alhort 
drefs, reaching to the navel, and fitting fo dole to the body, as well as the arms, as to look like another 1km S 

' at thenavd h fewa to it a petticoa, that reaches to the. ancles or lower, fo ample as re be fovea or «g it, m 
ten and fifteen times ampler than any European woman’s petticoat ; DOft-mahmed-qhan had at O  ,u ta a } 

ma of an hundred and one breadths of Muknul.
( r j6) This was a great hardfhipi for befides being invited to the bathing places by the heat of the clim-te, 

the Hindoos, either man or woman, ape enjoined very frequent abhitious- by their religion.; nor can they taka 

~  meat, «  proceed on th e , devotions without a previous a b fo t,,
though both faxes in general bath’s pell-mell, with hardly any dffiance ^ ^ e e n th e  ^  ^  ^  ^

feveral times in the day time,) there ,s no example ol the ^ j | J °  a qnanti«y, that they
bodies naked down to the navel, and the women wear fuch ^  ‘ a fence to COme affior. in
might bfe eafity feen throughout. The wonder ,  how they "  *  ^veiling over a
their wet clothes, and to put on dry one-,, without *  being poll *  /  . . it m„ft be obferved
woman’s body, to make the fmalkft difeovery. As to what the authoi c, ^  • for ;hc beau m0nde, y«C
that although there are not in India fuch public gardens as thole m-London ^  for nl,xcil oneS) to
nothing is more common for companies of men, and companies of worn-n, »  a garden, an or-
Teppir to any gardens or feats that chance throws in their way in the lube » or ;a pond ; and no
chard and a feat being time out of mind/ as free to all the World ^  {o m M y  feats, and
thing amazes ind difgvrfts (he Hindoftanies more when they come to Calcutta, than

gardens, attjhat up, CV CT.

f y ,  ' . { § >

' ' ' 'v" "  1 ' ....................  ^
(if W m f  M U T A Q ^ H E R I N .  171 ( ny



® r ’ ' k' * ”fc‘ ' "  ^  r
x7z ■’ T  H  E  S E 1 R  ( n r

H ever regulations his Majefty (hould think proper to promulgate by the ad- 

fs vice of the learned Di vines of his C o m  on thoffe matters, as a (landing rule 

“  for all the Hindis of his dominions, would of courfe findt their way into 

“ CMlimir, where it would be their bdfinefs, as his (pedal fervants, to put them 

“ in execution.” This anfwer having not proved farisfa&ory to Muhtevi- 

qhan, that man henceforward made it a practice to atack every blind 8 he chan

ced to meet, and to life him according to his own wild notions. One day as 

Sahab-rah a.Gentoo of diftindion, was giving an entertainment at a garden in 

lti$fuburbs,.thatfotelliteofthedevii, inftigated by his leader, fell unexpe&edly 

on theft innocent people, and killed, and wounded, and mangled as many as 

he could come at. Sahab-rax finding himfeli aimed at, lied to Mir-ahmed* 

qhan the Governor’s lodgings; and whiift he was concealed there, his houfe 

in town was fet upon by Muhtevi-qhan and his followers, who plundered and 

backed it leiiurely. They likewift plundered that whole Gen too-quarter, af

ter which they fet it on fire, killing and difperfing not only as many Gentoos 

as came out to entreat their mercy; but as many Muflulmen befides as at

tempted to intercede for the latter. Heated with this performance, they march

ed down to the Governor’s lodgings, which they attacked at firft with (lories and 

brick-bats, and at lad with arrows and mufquet-balls; and whoever came 

out of it, or fell otherwife in their hands, was fure of being intuited and plun

dered, if not killed and dripped upon the fpot. The Deputy Governor re

mained befieged for a whole day and night; nor would it have been poffi- 

ble for him to eftape, had he not riiked feveral contrivance , and expoftd 

himftJf to die mod imminent peril. The next day he aflembled forne foldiers, 

and fome other people, mounted his horfe, and being (upported by his Pay- 

mader, Shah-yor-qhan, and by feveral Manfubdars and crown-fervants, he 

advanced towards the fedkious wretch; but that infernal man, who had re

ceived advice of his defign, had aflembled a vaft number of men of his own 

damp, with intention to ftand his ground; and on obforving that die

Deputy

(z
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" *' Deputy Governor, had advanced on this fide of a bridge, then full in vie y, ,

he feat feme of his fatellites who fet it on fire; and who following then J g £ » « £

% Tflow, fet on ’fire all the Greets in his flank and rear, whilft fome others of 

his people getting amongft the ruins, as well as on the tops of the houfes, 

made inceffant difeharges of mufquetry, arrows, ftones and brick-bats; and
& _ ■ , , ■■ t , * " p v i'-V «;j. ......... •*

their wives and children were driving to out do them, by tolling bafkek 

fuis of human dung and other immanences, and by throwing every mif- 

file they could think .of; and a furious combat was going-on. In a lit

tle time Se'id-veli, Nephew to the Deputy-governor, and Zolficar-beg the 

Com bs Lieutenant, were flain, with a number of others; and many more be

ing grievoufly wounded, or difabled, Mir-ahmed-qhan faw himfelf almoft a- 

lopp Unable te. go back, and afraid of advancing, as Well as of flopping, he 

had recourfe to intreaties and fupplications; and after undergoing ever} fort of 

opprobium and outrage, fhortof death, he was differed to efcape. Muhtevi-qhail, 

now fiercer than ever, returned to the Governor’s houfe, where Sahab-ra'i had 

taken flicker, with a multitude of Gentoos of all forts; and having forced it m 

a twinkle, he feized every one of them, killed fome, cut the nofe of others  ̂

and circumcifed all thofe he thought proper to conferve, but all this with fo un

feeling a precipitation, that fome had their penes cut off. The next day, he re

paired at the head of a great th rong to the cathedral mofque, where of his 

own authority, he depofed the Deputy-governor, proclaimed himfelf in his 

ftead by the flyle and title of Dindar-qhan (127), Supreme Ruler of the Mu» 

fulmen, and ordered that until the arrival of another Deputy-governor, the 

Cazy fhould hear and determine all matters relative to diftributive jufticej 

intbmueh that for five months together, Mir-ahmed remained a private 

man in his own capital; Muhtevi-qhan fitting every day in Gate in the cathe

dral, and hearing and determining all contentions about matters of finance 

and government, or,even about whatever concerned the difiributive juftice.

»
U17) The Lord endowed with faith.

E e • T hese
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T h e s e  difturbances having been taken notice of at Court, Moommin- 

qhan was fent to Calhmir, as Deputy on the part of Ynaiet-ollah-qhan, y  ; 

who had the Government of the Province : This intelligence intimidated' 

Muhtevi-qhan, who by this time had very much* cooled, lb as .to become 

fenfible'of all the confequenoes of what he had done. In the firft emotion 

which he felt, he took two fmall children of his by the hand, and went with 

them to Qhadja-Abdollah, one of the principal Religious of the city, with whom 

he had an acquaintance ; and as he had heard that he intended to go out to 

meet the New Deputy-Governor at the head of the principal Religiousand the 

principal citizens,, he wiflied to be of his company in fuch a day. The holy 

man anfwered that he had no obje&ions; but that he thought he would act 

with more propriety, were he to go to the Paymafter, Mir-lhah-yor, firft, 

whofe forgivenefs he ought to alk for what had palled. Muhtevi-qhan be

ing of the fame opinion, went to the Paymafter’s lodgings, where the latter 

had, by die Qhodja’s advice, concealed a number of men from,the Djud-bel, 

that much injured quarter of the city. On his entering the room, a few 

words were exchanged with him, when the Paymafter feeling fome urgent 

.neceffity within his body, excufed himfelf and went away; and this being 

the fignal agreed upon, the concealed men rulhed from their corners, and 

firft: of all ripped open in his face, the two children’s bellies, and then fall

ing upon him, they put him to death with all that variety of tortures which 

refentment could contrive. Hardly had this execution taken place, when his 

followers refolved to revenge his death; and running to the Djudd-bell, they 

commenced killing, wounding, beating, and mangling the inhabitants, after 

which they fet the houfes on fire. About three-thoufand men were hacked to 

pieces by thefe federates, and thefe proved to be moftly Moguls, Merchants, 

and other Strangers come for the purpofe of trade : An infinity of women and 

children were likewife feized on, and carried away as fair booty. Property to

the amount of feveral lacs was carried away likewife, or fpoiled utterly; nor
is

( Z i » )



is there any deferibing the ufage oiffered to thofe defencelefs people that were 

carried away by thofe mifereants. Thefe infernal men, after having finilhed 

'\vhat they called the firffc volume of their religious war, proceeded to the fe- 

cond, that is, they marched in a body to the lodgings of the Cazi, and of the 

Pay-mafter. The latter found means to remain concealed: the Cazi change 

ed his drefs and flunk away: and die federates incenfed at his efcape, tore 

up his houfe from the foundation, and handing the materials about, they 

deft not a brick on the fpot. It was fome days after this execution that 

Moommin-qhaH, die hew commandant, arrived. His firfl care was to fend 

Mir-ahmed-qhan to a place of fafety; his fecond, to re-ellablifh order and 

fubordination: a difficult talk this in a country known for a difpolition to 

t’ribtiiency, and for being inhabited by a wicked race of men with whom 

. man in power muf: make a fhift to live fome times by yielding and as often 

by ftiffening.

W hilst the northern parts of the Empire were recovering from a ftate of 

con vulfion, the fouthern ones were becoming the theatre of a very dangerous 

war, that ftruck at the very being of the two brother Seids. W e have left 

Dilaver-aaly-qhan in full march for B8rhanp8r. Nizam-el-mulk, informed 

of his motions, fent againll him fome of his beft Generals with his bed 

troops, to whom he foon joined Gho8is-qhan’s cavalry, with a train of ar

tillery and a camp-equipage: the whole under command of his trufty friend,

Ynaiet-qhan: himfelf mounting his elephant, came out of the city with 

GhoBfs-qhan his kinfman, and the reft of his army, and he encamped in the 

neighbourhood, fo as to be at hand to fuccour Ynaiet-qhan. As foon as the 

enemy was difeovered, Ynaeit-qhan drew up his army, and purfuing Nizam- 

el mulk’s inftru&ions, he placed the greateft part of his light and heavy ar

tillery behind a bufhy ground, where it remained loaf ed with that fmall ball 

called churra in India. It was along a brook whole fhady banks feemed 

calculated for concealing it from fight; and fuch was its comnundei s imenbon,

E  e 2 ^h0
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%v]jo had under his orders a numerous body of men, whole vaior had been tried, 

and which Nizanv-el-mulk knew to be capable of conferving their pretence of 

mind in a moment of trepidation and danger. On the other hand Jilaver- 

aaly-qhan, with that fircy courage peculiar to him, and that obtufujels. of un- 

dedbmdmg become proverbial for the men of Barr, advanced armed and 

mounted, an company with Doft-mahmed-qhan, an Afghan Cbnnnander; 

and he ranged his army in this manner. He was hmifeli at the head of 

eleven thousand horfes; and the two Gentoo Pieces Behitn-fmg and Guclj- 

4ng Mowed with .a compad body of RadjpSts. On the back of thefe were 

feis artillery, ’and behind all, were his war-elephants. It was with fuch an 

order of toattie he was advancing in a frantic manner againft the ers -my 

who waited fteadily for him. Ynaiet-qhan on the contrary was watchLg the 

motions of his enemy. The battle commenced by dif arges of mufq 

and rockets, dvhen Dilaver-aaiy-qhan, inflamed by the fight of his foes 

and unable to contain himfelf, advanced farther and farther on the retiring ene

my, without ever fufpeding any thing of the ambufeade which lay in waif 

for him; until he found himfelf upon very unequal ground, which necefiarily 

obliged his troops to break and difeompofe their ranks. Unmindful of this

Battle of ciiforder he was pufliing-on, until he arrived over againft that bufhy ground 1  \
ESrlwopSi. 9 1

which concealed the Ambufeade, and where he was expected by a Ready body 

•of men, who taking aim leifurely, let fly a .general difeharge of mufquetry,

• canon and rockets, which brought down almoft the whole of thofe that fallow

ed. him fo eagerly. Thole behind, terrified by that terrible execution, availed 

themlelves of the fmokc which had covered the plain, to quit the combat 

and to retreat: in fo much that Dilaver-aaly-qhan was left almoft alone, and 

-with no one about: his perfon, but the two Radjas and about four or five nun- 

*dred men. As the ground was too uneven for either a hotfe'Qr an elephant to 

-move,with eafe, and the greateft part of the cavalry withthe RadjpSts werelaying 

dead or wounded on, die field of battle, whilft tire reft were flying on all Tides;

Doft-malnned-qhan

( p . 1 )  '
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Doft-mahmed-qhan, that Afghan of fo much courage and fc great a charac

ter, thought proper to retire likewife : the fenfe of honor having been fiiper- 

feded in hiih by a fenfe of fear; for fortune had already turned her back 

on the two brothers, and nothing that concerned them could be brought to 

take a favourable iilue. Dilaver-aaly-qhan in defpair to fee the difconjiiture 

of his whole army, hill pufhed-on with the two Radjahs pnd his brave 

troops, refolved not to furvive his fliame; and thefe being (hot at like fo many 

marks, were all Ham to a man. This victory which had aim oh destroyed 

the enemy’s army, coil hardly any thing to Nizaimel-mulk; and it is agreed 

Oil all hands that he did not lofe a ilngle officer. The enemy hying every

where, a fliout of victory arofe in the victorious army; a* id Dilaver-aaly-qhana 

. military-cheft, baggage, artillery, and equipage, with every thing that could 

« a general pif *, was taken pofleffion offer Nizam-el-mulk's ule, This 

General, now in M  pofleffion of victory, returned in triumph to B3rhanp8r, 

where he fpeat his time in cheriihing the inhabitants, and in rewarding his troops 

with elephants, dreffes of honor, rich arms, and other favors, whilft he took 

care to relieve the wounded by giving them money and medicines.

T he report of this victory havingfoon reached the capital, gave a fecret but 

frneere fatisfabtion to the Emperor, as well as to Mahmed-amin-qtian, and to 

all thofe who profeffed an attachment fo that Prince; but it {truck the two bro

thers with fear and anxiety. They were holding confultations every day: Some

times they propofed to march againft Nizam-el-mulk together: And fome- 

times they thought it better to carry the Emperor to the capital, where he ftiould 

be left under the care of the elder brother, whilft Hoftei'n-aaly-qhan, the 

younger, fhould march againft the dangerous rival that had rifen in Decan.

At one time, they had a mind to carry die Emperor in the middle of the thea

tre of war, fo as to make him partake their own danger; and at another, they 

thought it more decent firft of all to fend for Hoffdn-aaly-qhan’s confort and

children, and then only to think of marching againft Nizam-el-mulk. Another

■ objeth
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obied of debate amongft them was Mahmed-amin-qhan, who did not doubt
■ V

himfelf of his giving them very great umbrage, infomucn that the public report 

was one day, that he had been put to death by the Seids, or at lead, arrefted;

'and another, that a reconciliation had taken place, and that every fubjed of 

animofity was buried in oblivion. They fay, that the younger brother voted

b e t w e e n f o r  his being put to death; but that die elder, who objected that oaths and 

two brothers. prornifes had intervened between himfelf and the T8ranian Lord, objected

that fuch a death would begun enerous, and at any rate, difnonorabie, and 

even inexpedient. The difpute grew warm on that fmgle fubjeft; and the 

elder brother was heard to fay : “  My life is a pendant of his ; i f  you be bent on 
killing him, then M l malfo, or let me kill myfelf” It was after fuch debates 

that his life was fpared at lad; and indeed, as he was pwdeftinated to kill 

HofTe'in-aaly-qhan himfelf, how could he come to be killed by him ?

T.he mighty events with which the womb of time was evidently pregnart,

’ feemed to have been prognoflicated by the convulfions which ah the elements

underwent at this time. On the twenty fecond of the bleffed month of Ra

mazan (128), in the year 1233, as the people were aflembled at the cathedral 

at a little paft iwelve, to fay their noon-prayers, and to aflift at the Qothba, on a 

fudden the whole building was fhaken by a violent earthquake, and bricks fell 

from the cupola to the great terror of the congregation; who thought that fome 

thing mighty and unufual wasprefaged by fuch an event, orthat itreminded- 

The carnal them of fome paft one. Moft of the houfes in Shah-djehan-abad and in Old 

aJmoft deftroy- Dchty fell down, or were fhaken to the very foundations. - Numbers of in-
edbyan earth-
qu,.k«. habitants were crufhed under the mins, and numbers were wounded and

maimed ; and the rumbling noife under ground was fo frightful and repeated,

(128) The Ramazan is the leaf-time of the Mahometan*, who fay that the gates of Paradile remain at that 
time, full open. But an European reader would he egregmufly miltaken who fhould think that this lent has any 
thing imil-ir to- that of the Chriftian <r. rvho abftain from flefti, to fere luxurioufly on fifh. A Mahometan 
c .mot touch any food or drink from fun-rife to fun-fet: touching a wom^ri, touching one’s felf voluptuoufly ; 
lco >r>g at a woman .uxu, ioufiy , Irhoak.ny,! taking inuft; /ffisjihg to perfumSt or flowers; looking at any 
tiling with pleatwej renders the fart, void and of no merit.

that
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that it {pread difmay and confternation in every heart. There were that day 

no icTs than nine fucceflive (hocks., and they overturned moft of the houfes in 

die city. The earth continued (baking violently for forty days and forty nights 

together, producing every day fome new damage to the (battered buildings.

Noifes, voices, and groans were now and then heard from under ground; and 

the affrighted inhabitants were in fuch a difmay, that no man in his fenfes had 

the daringnefs to deep in a place (hut-up, or under a, roof. After thefe forty 

days of continual (hs-king, the earth feemed to have fettled indeed, but not 

without undergoing now and then fome (lighter commotions during the four or 

five months that followed. And commotions were yet felt, when on the firft of ■

Ziicad, it was determined in a grand council, that the Emperor’s camp-equi

page, with that of die Vezir’s, lhould quit the environs of Ecber-abad, in or- 

der tc march to the capital; and that the younger brother Hoflein-aaly- 

qlian, who was fond of war, (hould with a number of noblemen accuftomed 

to a camp-life, let out at the head of a numerous army, for an expedition into 

Decan.

W hilst the preparatives for fuch a campaign were making, the tale

tellers were fo bufy, and the fupicions entertained of all the I Branians were 

fo rooted, that Mahmed-amin-qhan’s life and death came again to be an 

an object of debate; difputes arofe about his fate, and the differences in opinion 

having tranfpired abroad, becamea general topick all over the city: matters be

came fo critical, that expecting everymomentan attack upon his perfon, heuied 

to deep in armour, and to be furrounded day and night by a body of T  8 Ira

nians devoted to his interefts. At laft, and whilft extremities of the moft 

fatal kind were expeded, both parties came to an accommodation: and 

mutual promifes, and folemn and tremendous oaths were enterchanged with 

folemn afleverations of a (incerity quite diftant from difguife and treafon.

How far all thefe proteftations were fincere on the parr of one of the two 

parties, we (hall fooh have occafion to fee; and mean while we iliaii refume 

our narrative of the projeded campaign in Decan,
t: '#•
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As the vainquifhed army had been almoft deftroyed, the wry few that had 

efcaped from that field of daughter, but which did not amount to more than 

two or three thoufand men, madethe bed of their way t0 Aalem-a'aly-qltan s a> 

my in cine in oft wretched condition imaginable, whilft Nizam-el-mulk em

ployed that time of refpite in repairing his artillery and camp-equipage, in 

providing ammunition, and in diftributing medicines to his wounded; as web 

as in quieting the minds of the citizens, and in recruiting his troops, whofe 

* hearts he was gaining by every means in his power. But his main bufinefs,

although in fecret, was how to debauch and entice away Aalem aaly-qhan’s 

folcliers and officers; the more fe, as while he was bufy in debauching the 

other’s foldiers, he was lofing feme of his own. Anver-qhan, that ungrate

ful man who had fo far forgot all the obligations he owed to the two brothers, 

as to go over to Nizam-el-mulk’s party, now turned again to the other fide, 

as if a fingle treafon could not have anfWered his turn. He wrote to Aa- 

lem-aaly qhan, “  That Nizam-el-mulk was not grown fo powerful, as that 

« he might not be crufhed by a timely diligence and a rapid march,

« whilft he fpent his time in making up medicines, and in eftabliftiing con- 

« tributions: an inaction which afforded a precious opportunity, which men 

“ of genius would not let flip out of their hands.” This lettfer having 

been intercepted, ferved only to render the writer defpicable, and to bring 

fo much the neareuhe punition which he deferved.

A a l e m -a a l  y -qhan , who had no need of fuch an incitement, fet o.. 

in the beginning of Ramazan, with an army of twenty-five thoufand horfes,
.....  ' ' 1 ' ■■■’ i

amongft which were ten or twelve thoufand Marhattas of the Sah8 Radjah s, 

under the command of Cand8-dehary and tSancradji-malkar. He was like- 

wife attended by feme Commanders of charatSter, who remembering how they 

had feed their blood more than once under Hofiein-aaly-qhan’s command, 

were attached to his caufe, and devoted to his perfon. Several other officers

and perfens of diftin&ion were in his amiy, feme out,of fmcere zeal, and feme

by
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by a principle oftime-ferving. W ith thefe troops, Aalem-aaly-qhan thought 

himfclf a match for the enemy; and having with feme difficulty earned Ins at- 

my through thedilficult pai's ofFeiidap8r, which is midway betwixt the Qhan 

drfs and thfe Aorengabad, he encamped in the neighbourhood of the latter ci 

ty; where his Mahrattahoife, flithfal to their wonted cuftom, Ipread all over 

the plain and pHtadmd all the villages. Thefe ravages engaged Nizam-el- 

mulk to fend his family and heavy baggage, within tile foraels of Alstr, an« 

then to meet his enemy in the held. But the river PSrna, which flows at about 

leventeen cofl'es from B8rhanp8r, being then fwollen by the rains, was likely 

to occaGon much delay, had he not been extricated by Ghd8fi-qhan. Tins 

General, who was acquainted with the country, propofed to march about eigh

teen colics higi- ' • the left, towards a fpetwhich he knew to have a ford; 

and to 'his they arrived fooner than expefted by byc-ways, which were pointer', 

out by the Zemindars of the country i So that Nizam-el-mulk, having forded 

over, was alte’ady in foil march towards the enemy, before the latter knew 

any thing of his approach. At lad he received intelligence, and inarched up 

to his antagonift, whitft die latter’s Martians boric to be before hand with 

what booty might be had, ran-forwards, and by fanning the country, occa- 

fioned a dearth and a fcarcity in Nkam-el-mutk’s army; efpecially, as the 

heavy rains which were falling daily, had fpoiled the roads, and the Marhatta 

h o *  were perpetually harrafflng him on all Cdes: Infomuch, that it be

came difficult to move; and here again ChdSfs-qban was of great Service .

At the head of feme thonfands of thofe Mathatta-horfe that fetved in Nizam- 

d:mt,lk-s army, he cut his way through the other free-booters, and was fol

lowed by that General, who found himfelf obliged to advance through per

petual fkkmillies; his intention being to avoid a general-action, until he 

might find a field of battle to his mind. Having found it at laft about the 

town of BalapSr, he prepared for a battle. So foon as the two armies had 

got fight of each other, Aalein-aaly-qhan prepared to attack the enemy; and

* E  e
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this was the fifth of Shewal. He put his firft line under the command of Mun- 

Deftruftiv* evver-qhan and Ghalub-aaly-qhan, the Decanian, and fupported their right 
a8%wm«two by feveral corps commanded by Aamin-qban, brother to Qhan-aalem »% 
S t f 3  Umcr-qhan, coulm to the late DaSd-qhan-peni, and by Shimfhir-qhan, EA- 

ref-qhan and Fidvi-qhan, which laft was Divan to Muritehi-qhan : That 
officer, as well as Mahmedi-beg, his brother, were two Commanders of con- 
fequenee, renowned ffir their valuor and military talents. His left he filled 
with the feveral corps, commanded hy Refa’iet-taaieb-qhan, and Qhadja-rak- 
met-qhan, and by feme other officers of-charafter, to whom he added all the 
Marhatta cavalry, with ftrift injunftions not to mix their ranks: Aalem-aaly- 
qhan himfelf took his prift in the center, where he ihared his elephant with 
Ghaiaffi-qhan. His artillery marched in front Grounded by ten or twelve 
thoufand Mufqueteers of the Carnatec, fupported themfelves by a number of 

' war-elephants, that looked like fo many mountains cafed in iron. The 
General having reviewed his order of battle, feemed eafy in his mind, and he 
was advancing with a cheerful countenance, pleafed to find he was going to 
an engagement likely to prove deeifive. But he was but freffily arrived m 
thofe parts, unacquainted with the nature of the country, and.totally unexpe
rienced; and although he was informed that Dilaver-aaly-qhan had loft both 

v his life and army by giving way to the ardor of his temper, which had carri
ed him head-lbng into an ambufeade of which with a lkde more precaution, 
he might have got timely intelligence; neverthelefs, he fell himfelf head
long in the fame fnare, where after exhibiting prodigies of valor and activi
ty, he few his fweet life cropped up in the very flower of his youth. The 
truth of the matter is, that he was under the aftual impulfe of fate, and that

« By no fcheme and by no contrivance i& one’s deftiny to be e leaped,,

« Be it by a hoary old man or by an unexperienced youth.”

On the morning of the fixth of the month, Aalem-aaly-qhan, furrounded by 
thirty or forty commanders, all mounted on elephants,̂  marched to the ene
my with a blind fecurity,. which hiltory can neither conceal'nor diifemble.

W l Z A M - E L - M U i K
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N i z a m - e l - m u l k  Oil his fide gave the command of his firft line, to the 

brave Merhamet-qhan ; and to make a trial of his foil, Ghazi-eddin-qhan s for

tune, he joined him to that renowned officer. Abdol-rahim-qhan, Raiet-qhan,

Smd-ed-dih-qhan, Darab-qhan and Camiab-qhan and Ynaiet-qhan, all at 

the head of their troops, were diftiibuted in his right and left wings, together 

with thofe corps commanded by Cadyr-dad-qhan, AhtifalT-qhan, and Rohol- 

lah-qhan, and Dilir-qhan and Anver-qhan: to thofe troops he added all the 

RadjpSts commanded by iome Radjahs, and all thofe brought by fome com

manders,'highly d ifcontented with the two brothers, as well as fond of war and 

battle. Himfelf took hispoft in the center, with Gho8ff-qhan at his fide. As 

to the troops brought by fome ReminciArs, as well as lome thoufcnds ot lYlsrhat- 

ta cavalry, he thought it better to leave them in his camp under Renbah, their 

General, with orders to fecure his camp againft the enemy’s Marhatta horfe.

He had a numerous artillery, which had been vaftly augmented by what he drew 

from, the fortreffes of Afsir and B8rhanp8r, but efpecially by that whole train 

which he had found after his late victory. All this he placed in his front, in 

full view of the enemy; but as foon as it became dark, he fent great part of 

it to the left and right, where it was concealed by a bufhy ground from the 

enemy’s fight, and ranged with /kill by men of tried valor and abilities. All 

thefe were loaded with churrah or fmril ball, and intermixed with fwivels, 

wall-pieces and rockets, ftationed by his own particular direction. He had 

hardly done, when Aalem-aaly-qhan’s army was feenin motion; and die ac

tion commenced by the forlorn hope, confifting of ten or twelve thoufand 

horfes, which under the command of Munevver-qhan puftied for the enemy s 

artillery. But upon the firft difcharge he was flain together with fome of the 

braved of his men, who were all from Bar or from Decan. On fight of this, 

the firft line of Nizam-el-mulk’s, which was moftly coitipofed of Moguls, 

charged the enemy’s line which they threw inftantly into confufion ; and this 

being reported to Aalem-aaly-qhan, he took a number of choice troops and 

# F f  2 marched
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marched in hafte to repair die difordcr which he how perceived in his center; 

and here the battle growing warm, Aalem-aaly-qhan, who was die c >re noil 

in every attack, overthrew the enemy, Confounded their rank: and made 

them lofe ground. Flnfhed with this fuccefs, he pufhed on with aider,

but without the lead caution: the enemy was falling back:, Aalem-aaly- 

qhan was purfuing; and both parties were drawing nearer and nearer 

to that fatal fpot, wliem fuch an infinity of fire-mouths were concealed.

Ali this artillery was under the management of a body of cued men,, 

perfonally ininfical to the two Seics; and fire being given. to it, all thofe 

guns loaded wkh grape, and all diofe fwivels and rockets, went off at one 

and the fame time, and gave an image of the day of Judgment. The fun’s 

light was darkened by the fmoke, and the day was turned into night. When it 

cleared up a little, Munewer-qban the commander of the van, with Ghalub 

qhan, and Shimfhir-qhan, and Afhref qhan, and C^Vlja-rahmet-qfian, and 

Muntehi-qhan, and Mahmedy-beg with a vaft number of the b.avdt com. 

manders and soldiers were feen dead, or fprawling in their own blood, 1  he 

bed and greateft part of the cavalry was deftroyed or difabled. But this did 

not difeourage Aalem-aaly-qhan; akhough wounded,- he made a {land, and 

rallied round his perfon a number of veteran fokliers, all aecuftomed to battle, 

all ready to part with their blood in bis caufe, and all capable to face fa  many 

lions in a wildernefs. With thefe he kept on advancing; when he was flopped 

by Yqhtifafs-qhan, and by Ynaiet-qhan, who had juft been wounded in the 

eye by an arrow, as well as by numbers who could not help admiring the valour 

of that young hero ; and here commenced a long and bloody canted, which, 

could not be ended but by Yqhtifafs-qhan’s joining Alem aaly-qhan-, and cutting 

off ope of his arms at one blow. This wound having difabled him, he was over 

powered by fome of the braved of the enemies and flam on the fpot, together 

with nineteen ocher commanders of character, and the greateft pait of that 

brave body that had kept pace with, him. The young Seid cheerfully parted with

all

' * tiuSh'
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aU his Hood> nnd witU a faCe Rowing with victory, he wept to .join his holy 

and valiant anceaors(i29), Sancradji, the Madiarta commander, who follow, 

ed nexi to Adem-aaly-qban with a run t er cf the biavdl of Lb nation, was 

w ounded ,and taken prifoner, as was his brave troops.

W h il s t  % h  a feene of fl*dghl#r occupied every one, Oner-qhan, bro

ther to the iate'DaSd-qhan-penh and Aamin-qhan, brother to * .ffian-aaiatt, 

two commanders who had trcwcheroudy taken femce*wirfo •AaJeni-aaly qhan, 

availing themfelves of the general coafufiotn, feized on three or four elephants 

and oh three or four lacs o f rupees, and flyly parted with the field di b'ttle.as they 

thought, but as they really did, with their own honour, and character : W nee- 

linn round with " t  number of troops as treacherous as themfelves, they went
to Aalem-aaly-

to fa,render ri> th™m-cl-mulk. That Ge >eral orderel the eae.ny's anltery, 

military cheft, camp-equipage, and Whatever belonged to the commanders 

flain in battle, to be ic*z.cd on for his me, as much of it at leaft as could etcape 

a general plunder. It was obferved in this fecond battle, as had been already 

in the former, that the vigor’s troops fuffered fo little, that not a man of 

charader was flain amongft them, and that he had hardly any wounded.

Some citizens and fome officers who were of the number, were foon cured 

with-the unguent of his liberality, and the cerate of his encomiums and

favors. *
W h e n  intelligence of this difafter was brought to die two brothers, It 

threw them into a ftate which it-would be difficult to deferibe; elpeclally the 

younger, who from his deep fenfe o f fucha reverie of fortune, was conluming 

inwardly by grief and impatience; and he really fuffered .the agonies of 

death, whenever he refle&ed that his confort and family were yet in Decdn.

of cowfe d i a l e d  from 4  * « •  - a  5  ^

in ge«eral an UK ftjatt of antaent da* ^  S *  M.lu.nu-UU-, w e* U> a 
warriors; nor would uuwarUfce miuls be liked by tire M.u;uimtu; fo that 3
Icooped to buraell a doak of tree-ftone, w*h wh Ovh. uieU to rW ab<,ut m tL- f :
amongft them even to-day ; no more than he, who peteM on the top of a.lo^, colpmn, *  wclbaa he who tu& 

fered. himfelf to be eaten op by vermin in order, as he faid, to gam heaven.

Fortunately

&
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Fortunately for him, in a few days more he received intelligence that before

Nizam-el-mulk’s approach to Aorengabad, the Governor of Do81et-abad, 

(130), although ill ufed by the two Seids, and very dillatisfied wkii their 

proceedings, had had the generality to receive that forlorn family win all thyir 

dependants and effe&s within that ftrong fortrefs. What is iirgular in that 

S(3o" Governor is, that he was a&ually upon ill terms with the very man to whole
vernor Do21et-
abab* confort and children he was affording all the affiftance and all the convcni-

encies in his power. In a word he took an ample revenge of the two 

Seids by conferring upon them an important benefit at a mold critical time.

“  To return evil for evil is fo me times a very eafy matter 
“  Return good for evil, if thou be a man.”

, v'-f J"'- i ' i '- f L iV iV  : "■ $vP- : fv" . W ? • 1 „ . ' w i i i W i .  :'C i  V

Hoffein-aaly-qhan on hearing fuch a comforting piece of 1 ews, recolle&ed 

his wonted firmnefs, and became eafy in his mind; although he. heard at the
.a*

fame time that Mubaruz-qhan, Governor of the kingdom of HaiJerabad, 

as well as Dilaver-aaly-qhan his brother-in-law, had both quitted his parry, 

and gone over to Nizam-el-mulk, to whom they carried a body of feven or 

eight thouland horfes.

T h e  news from Decan becoming every day moreferious, the two brothers 

held frequent councils together on the fubjcA; and after much examination 

and debate, it was at laft determined'that AbcMah-qhan, who was the Em

peror’s deputy by his office, fhould march to the capital, in order to over-awe 

it into fubmiflion and quiemels; but that Holfe'in-aaly-qhan IhouId march 

with that Prince in Decan at the head of a numerous army. This refolution 

having been feveral times examined and confirmed, the Viceroy turned his

(*3°) Ub8!et*abad, b ke (,8;diar anti Ca îdi-cotta and to.many other fortresses in India, has tie fame advan
tage which have Gibralter and Malta all over the world : they are inattackable. DdSlet-abad occupies a moun
tain divided in three enceintes one above a-nother, to none of which there is any accefs but by a fwbterraneous 
paftage cut in the rock, which by a ladder and a grate of iron enables a man to get into the ftory or enceinte a- 
Vive. The lower one is wrhin, level with the rock, and without, it is elcarped to the height of a hundr <1 feet- 
and this frightful rampart is defended by a frightful fo®, lixty or a hundred feet deep, full as much in breadth 
and teeming with alligators.5 The whole mountain is cut into fubterramous apartment* for the garrifon and for 
immenfc ftores of water, and provifion: and all that is bomb-proof as well a»Jmine-proof,

wlM ,e
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whole attention towards making great additions to his army and to his artiiie-,

ry. With that view he difpatchcd Seid-mahmed-qhan with money and let

ters of array,to the brave inhabitants of Bar, and to the Afghans who lived 

beyond ttam, whole braveft commanders he invited over to his fervice; and 

he was fo wdi ferved, that in a little time he faw himfelf at the head of fif

ty thoufand ha des: lie had the Imperial guards befides, and a number of 

Radjas with their RadjpSts; and he was followed by an infinity of perlbns of 

diflindtion, who went as volunteers, defirous to Cgnalize themfclves under HofleVn-aaiy,
qhan after many

fuch a commander. His train of artillery was composed of fuch large cannon,
*11V, , marching toDe*

that it feemed intend i  for (baking the earth on iH foundations; and it was caniaParfo».

under the care o a numerous bof v of mufqueteers formed by himfelf, whole
- 1 ;

untuing b;.' $ oed to he fo ..anv exprefles <u fpatched by fate. All this 

army having been reviewed about the end of Shevval, Hollau-aaly-qhan 

fent his equipzye uyea me high road of Decan; and that fame day he ad

vanced with the Emperor at two cofTes difiance from- Ecber-abad. But as 

the laft hour which was allowed him. by his deftiny was at hand, he became 

guilty of feveral improper proceedings, which cannot be afcribed to any 

thing elfe, but to the imperioufnefs of fate. He took from Seid-qhan- 

djehan the office of Grand-mailer of the artillery and gave it to Haiderc81y- 

qhan: an office of the utmoft importance, and which always involved the 

difpofal of the Emperors houfehold, family and even, perfan. Several days 

more having being fpent in that encampment it was the ninth of the next 

month of Zilcaad, when the Emperor, quitting the Imperial refidenee of 

Ecbcr-abad, advanced three codes on the road of Decan on i (pot

of ground which he enobled by his prefence. H e was attended by the

(i3 r) This flownefs of motion and the fmallnefs of thefe luges ape in the notions of the lindians a part of 
the ftatc that mu ft: attend a great mao, together with an immenfe retinue, that keeps the mailer involved ina 
perpetual cloud of duft. But all thefe notions have been overturn::J by the Englifh Conquerors, who travelling 
by land with no retinue at all, and with all the expedition poffible, have taught the Indians to enjoy anatmof- 
jhere free tram dull, and even to travel inpoft.

Vezh?

>■’ I t ,*>•
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Vczir Abdollah-qhan, who waited only for a proper opportunity to take 

his leave and to commence his journey towards the capital: for as the ariniver- 

fary of the Emperor’s coronation was at hand, and fell on the ftteenth, 

he wanted to affift at the ceremonies and rejoicings ufual on th»! occahcfh, 

and then only to commence his journey (132). Holicin-aai r qhan objedt- 

ed to fo much delay ; and he engaged the Emperor to difmifs the Vezir more 

early, after which he decamped himfelf with the Emperor; and on the 

fourteenth, he had marched one full ftage more, to flop at Fateh-poor at 

which town he fpent thVe® or four days in rejoicings-for the nnniveriary of 

the Emperor’s coronation Thefe being over, he tb £0ht only of march

ing by long ftagcs'to Decan. But his brother AbdoUah-t^an, remained in
1: .

the fame fpottwo or three days more with (lanied-qhan, uncle to "Nizafu-el-niuik 

and fome other lords that had neither wings-nor feathers, fuch as Ghazi-eddin- 

qhan, Ghalub-qhan and many others. After this flay, the which no one

could guefs, he fet out for the capital, and iil the road was met by iviahmed- 

qhan bangaih, the Afghan; who not fatisfied with fome lacks of rupees 

which he had touched from HofTein-aaly-qhan, under promife of following 

him with his body of national troops, protefted a want of money, and got 

fifty thoufand rupees more from the Vezir. The latter continued his march 

to the capital whilft his brother was intent on marching into Decan.

The Vezir continuing to advance, was at two ihort journies from the ca

pital, when he received intelligence that his brother had been killed, toge

ther with his younger brother N8r-eddin-aaly-qhan and his nephew Ghairet- 

qhan.' This intelligence was contained in a Ihort note brought by a drome

dary corier, which Ratan-chund had hurryed away on the firft tumult.

And here is a detail of this event.
(f j» )  One of thefe ceremonies confifts in weighing the Emperor’s perfon in a pair of goMenfeates againft 

.1 quantity of articles, which being fo diffimilarto each other, mult have fome meaning or fome intention con
cealed under thefe appearances: thefe articles are gold, quick-fflver, artificial perfnmes, mufk, vitriol of forts, 
intoxicating drugs (fuch as opium, bang, &c. See.) feverai kinds of grain, namely, wheat, barley, rke, badjraw 

Dal, &c. &c. fait, boiled butter, iron &c.

i 2̂ --  a *
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the Emperor was a mere cypher in his own dominions, his fituation 

fet daggers in the beaus of forne Nobles and Lords of the Old Court of 

ASrengzib’s, fuch as N izam-el-mulk, Mahmed-aamin-qhan aud fevearl

others, \v>. d btheld with indignation the enormous power of the two brothers,
| ' \  * , *

andj were perpetually revolving in their minds the various means by which 

they might Jae delivered from a boundlefs influence, fo injurious to the 

Imperial family, and fo capable to eclipfe them with every one of their 

party. MahmeJ-aamin-qhan, although narrowly watched, had found means 

to fay a few words of Turkilh to the Emperor, bo;h to obtain his confenr, 

and to put him upon his guard; and this confut having been impar

ted to Nizam-el-ny dk, it put him upon affeiting his own independance and 

upon wrefting *■\ 1 ae Decan from the- two brothers ,* and it is to thefe intrigues 

at court, and to that General’s exertions in the field, that Dilaver-aaly- 

qhan h A?lem-aaly-ah''„i owed their misfortune: although after all, it 

|}g...denied but that the whole did happen by the immediate impulfe 

of an unavoidable delliny. For Mahined-aamin-qhan, who faw that the p 

Viceroy was bent on the deftru&ion of his confederate, Nizam-el-mulk, and 

who lufpecled that the latter was not a match for his adverfary, concluded 

that his ruin would be followed by his own downfal and that, of all the T 2- 

ranians. ImprefTed with fuch ideas, ne was watching clay and night with his 

confederates for a favorable opportunity of falling at once upon Hoffctn-aaly- 

qhan, and of making an end of him. But it mud not be believed that they
1 , , Confpiracy

would have raifed their views fo high, had they not been allured of a vigorous 

fupport by a powerful party; and this they were augmenting every day. The 

firft perfon they thought of acquiring, was Seid-mahmed-aamin, better known 

under the name of Saadet-qhan, an Iranian bom at Nifhap8r in Qhoraffan,

This man’s firft rife in the world was by appearing as Colonel or Heziry in 

that corps of Mufqueteer-guards, called Vala-fhahies. It-was in Feroh fyui s 

time. Some time after, he was promoted to the bojdary of Hepdoa-biaru,

.....Y  h \ ■ s : ! .-w.fe-;, <v
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one of the principal and mold refradtory diflrids of the Province of Ecbcr- 

aibad. It was here he fisld gave a fpeciniem of his valor and abilities. With 

a few troops which he obtained from the Vezir Adbollah-qhan, and a few 

more which he added of his own, he found means to bring that whole coun

try under order and controul; and this fervice having produced nim an aug

mentation of five hundred horles to his military grade, he henceforward be

came known at Court, where he bore the charader o f a refolute man and 

an able commander; and he was now come to camp to carry fome points of 

hisown. Mahmed-aarmi -qhan finding by his looks that he was exadly cut out for 

his purpoieinfinuated h infjhfo  artfully into his mind that he became hencefor

ward his bofom companic n and the depositary of all his Id.' "ts: and as this afTo- 

ciation had been greatly facilitated’b '’ tbei'i ucins both Mo;r< 7? ( ’ 32)1 they cart 

their eyes upon a third Mogul, a man altogether fit for their purpofe: this was
0

Mir-hai der-qhan, a DJagatai-Calrnuc (152), of f e  ..hole fa

mily enjoying thefe many years the office of fword-bearer, or to

the Prince of that Northern country, had affirmed the appellation of Mirs 

or Miranics. He was founded by the two confederates; and Mir-Haider, 

who was a man of an intrepid daring temper, whom no danger could appale, 

accepted the propofal, not only out o f a principle o f ambition, but alfo out of 

a religious zeal, he being as zealous a Sunny,, as the Viceroy was a zealous 

Shyah: He even took upon himfelf the talk o f difpatching him with his

own hand, a delperate attempt that had never entered the head of a man in 

his fober fenfes, Thefe three refolute men being clofely knit together by a

(»!** H be«> already obferved that ail Grangers of a fair complexion are called Mogols in India: afidf- 
take Wiling from that nfinily of Iranians or Perfiaus which were in the Mogol-army that invaded India under 
Djeng - (fun an I under amer-Jang j fc that the Indians, who till then had no other name for all the north
ern people but that of Turk, which they pronounced Tgrk, took them to be all o f the fame race, and have 

fines given them the appellation of Moguls, fometirt.es diftinguifhing them into Mogols TSranian and Iranian.

The Turks that inhabit to-day that part of the Roman Emp re known to the Afiatick', are called R8mis or Ro- 

mis. an appelat on which tfve Turks themfejves give to thofe inhabiting Romania and Anatoly. Tbs European 
are all called Frenghis or French,

(133) Tumtr-lang as well as Djengis-tjhan were of the Djagati tribe.

/  w « 7 ' \  conformity
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v^ ^ ^ ^ oaform ity of chambers and a fimllarity of views, were examining amongfl: 

thernfeives who Ihould give the firft blow, and in what manlier; and having 

ion this purpaffe applied to the Coran, the fort fell on Mir-haider, that man 

unworthy of living either in this world or the other. This man without fuf- 

peding hot' hear he was to his own end, framed a petition full of complaints 

againft Malim d-aamin-qhar.; and to prefent it, betook for his partner a 

countryman of his, who was his particular friend, and whom he knew to be 

as flout and ab atin g  as himfelf. It was on aTuekiay, which fell on the 

hxth <pt Ziliiidj in the year 1132 of the Hejrah. T ie  army was encamped 

at fifty coifes fauth if Ecber-abad; and the F-v.aeror was juft alighting 

to -get into his o.uprfers. This moment having, been feized by Mahmed- 

aamin-qhan, • drop a few T u ’ '̂Ch words . ^  winch he advifed him to be 

ready and upon his guard, he made his bow, and retired to the quarters 

l T'’ idef-cSly-qhan, who was one of the principal confpirators. As he 

' •̂s retiring, the Viceroy advanced, and having accompanied the Empe

ror as far as die firft entrance of the Ladies enlofure where he faw him enter, 

he withdrew, and took the road of his own quarters, which being in the 

V--* vanguard, could not be at lefs than one code diflance. As he was approach

ing die outlet of the Imperial paling, called Calal-para, Mir-haidcr, who 

had availed himfelf of a rifing ground to Chew himfelf from, afar, and to 

make his baw, raifed his petition as* high as he could; but the chopdars, 

and Slave-guards, having forbidden his approaching nearer, fate, unavoi

dable fate, put it into the Viceroy’s mind to becon to the man, and to com

mand his people to let him draw nearer. Mir haider having augured well 

01 this extraordinary condefcendence, drew clofe, prcfentcd his Petition* 

and as the Viceroy’s paleki was going-"n, he went-on likeuife, holding, 

as it is ulual on thofe occalioas, the foot of that carriage with one hand ( r 33),

(1^3) The Paleki. b..ing a kind of bed, repofes upon four or eight feet, about, eight inches in height.

^  S z  wliiKl
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whilft he gefticulated with the other, in explaining the objefts of his corrb 

plaints. But the moment he faw his attention engaged by the contents of 

the Petition, he drew his poinard, and gave that valorous emocerv S*id 

fuch a violent ftab, as threw him on the oppofite fide of the Paleki, where 

he expired without a grown, and in an inftant poi on the drdwh jpf martyrdom.

But even in falling on the oppofite fide, he gave his murderer a violent kick
rated.  ̂ .

in the breaft which o verier the paleki, but the body fell mottonlels on the 

ground. N8r-oIlah-qhan, a relation of the Viceroy’s, was likewife march- 

combafabour5 ing on foot, and holdiri he paleki likewife; but on feeing the blow, he drew
tiis body® ..v.//.

his fibre* and felled th gderer to the ground, /‘nd was himfelf felled
' r;. ‘ ‘"ir&v. jh

down by the Mogul, of econd partner,' who was himfeii ollared and killed 

By Mir-mufhref, who ah. ig ■ vounded m t ’''ndle. r~und.

means to efcape alive: from that moment a promifcuous daughter took plat e 

round the paleki; but numbers of Moguls arriving ->ne. after aiiCt.kf, tuo 

ground was cleaved, and both the heads of HofTem-aally-qhan. IVor- 

ollah-qhan being fevered from their bodies, were carried to the Emperor’s 

quarters. This fight made fo deep an impreffion on the Eunuch MachSl, 

fuperiritendant of the Viceroy’s Seraglio, that affirming courage from his very %

defpair, he drew his fabre, attacked the Mogols vigoroufly, and received 

feveral wounds of which he died three or four days after. Whifflt fo much. 0 4 U %
noble blood was .{beaming round HolTem-aaly-qhan’s body, his head water- 

bearer and head Scavenger, taking to their fibres and buclers, ran with all 

their might towards the Imperial paling; and throwing rhemfelves head

long amongft the body-guards, they cut their way towards the Emperor as 

far as the past called Tefbigh-qhanu, where they were hacked to pieces, or, 

as fame others fay, hewed down by Saadet-khan, who barred the paflage 

widrhis body— A troop of refolute men, attached to Mohcum-fing, Divan 

of the murdered Viceroy, having on the very fir'd tumult, ran with drawn 

fibres as far as the Calal-para, through which many of them cut their way

, as
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as far as the main tent of audience, fought valiantly; and although they were 

moftfy wounded, they cut their way back on hearing that their matter could 

life, recover. As for HofFeln-aaly-qhan’s mufqueteers, who had already com

menced firing, .they were foon fiienced, or they difperfed of themfelves, on 

hearing the all was over.

T he news of FIofTein-aaly-qhan’s death was diredlly carried to Ghairet- 

qhan, his Nephew, who was actually in camp. That valorous young man, 

without calling-up his troops, or bringing-up his artillery, or even giving 

himfelf time to affcitble his friends about his perfo t ; without fending word, 

or waking until the) ihould come, diredly q d the meal he was taking, 

and having wiper1 kii mouth ant is with a handjtetchief (134), he mounted

his Elephant |l without uttg" / w or A. he advanced to fight himfelf againft

the Emperor ana oh the m dcrers of his uncle. With about three thoufand horfe 

:.Kl‘ pwr ’nr joined him r̂oop by troop by the way, he rufhed on the enemy 

■ 'kb a fory which can be compared to nothing but to the rapidity of lighten

ing or to the fury—-of a ftorm. Whilil he was advancing,. Saadet-qhan, 

and Mahmed-aamm-qhan with Ha'ider-c81y-qhan, fenfible of the Empe

ror’s danger had milled head-long amongft a number of enemies that hacT 

penetrated as far as the women’s enceinte, and were thronging and barring 

tire very entrance; and having cleared the paffage by mere bodily ttrength 

and a vigorous execution, they called on the Emperor to fhew himfelf: but 

the Emperor was a&ually held body to body, by his mother, and entangled 

amongft a crowd of women that had feized onhispeifion. Saadet-qhan fenfible 

of the importance of the moment, and how little rules of etiquette deferved 

then his attention, had the boldnefs to rufh beyond the door, and having 

intreated the Emperor to ibew himfelf at the head of a number of faithful

( 1 34) Amongft the Afiatlcs, the Turks walh their hands before fifing at table ; they have a towel and wafh 
again with foap after their meal. But the Indians, and Perfiahs walh before meal'—hav no towel— arid waTo a- 

. gain after meal, but with foiitie flour made of pulfe, which ans wers all the purpofes of foap. Ghiiyret- qhan’s 
eagecneft was fuel), that he did not give hirofllf time to call for water and floor, but laid ho d of a white hand* 

kerchief where lay his penknife and his watch, or fume fuch thing, and wiped his mouth with it.

fervints
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fervants ready to fhed their blood in his caufe, he 'sized his hand, and 

having by mere ftrength of body idifengagel him from the. women, he 

brought him out tO'Mahmed-aamin-qhan, who mounted him tipon Ids. ele

phant, and took.bis poll in the Qhavvas behind, toproted his perfon. As it wa.s 

cuftomary for the Emperor’s guards and for fome other corps to affe ole early at 

the entrance of the Imperial enceinte; and they had haftened t ither that day 

earlier than ufual, whilil fome. troops of Moguls were ha-demng towards Sa» 

adet-qhan, and fome others-were joining Mahmed-aimin-qhar by detached 

bands; the Emperor a ce appeared iurrounded by a rdpe&able body 

of men. But flill his yer had been great, but ftp Haider-eSli-qlmnb 

aftivity, who fenfible th, ;ne fuch emergency was at Vyyd, had had the 

forefight to exercife every day1 mps of -t-Vc artillery, who,, ’-.pats he.,had 

been gaining all this while by his liberality; in fo much that on the fi til report 

of the tumult, he-had marched up to the Em pert ;h .«■ waiters.' al,4.. Truitt 

Gha’iret-qhan was advancing on one hand with a confufed difordt’dy -body 

of men, he was marching up on the other with-afteady pace and a numerous 

troop maiihalled in. order, with which, he furraunded the Emperor’s perfon, 

forming without his own circle another circle of field-pieces and war-ele- 

phants.. This once done, he went up to a body of his own horfe, and ad-
Emperor’s par- ,
ty ami chat of vanced to the charge, himfelf the foremoft'. It was high time: a battle, as
of the Viceroy s, a

terrible as the day of judgment, had already commenced. Ghalret-qhan,

latter, lofes his who had come with all the fury of a hungry lion or a famifhed tyger, was
life-with the

vtaory. broiling like incence upon the fire of impatience; his eagernefs did not

give him time to take breath, folitte was he apprehenfive that all his eager

nefs would onlj ferve to precipitate him into the abyfs of eternity. He had 

refigned his-own life, and was ready to part with it, if he could but revenge 

his uncle’s murder, and clofe with the Emperor’s peifon, or thofe of Mah- 

med-aamin-qhan and Ha'ider-c8li-qhan. The Car.non and mufquetry of this 

general accuftomed long ago to order, were already filing with aileady hand,

/<;.**
Q ty
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W p  ■ - jnd already balls were raining as thick as if had been a ftorm of hail, i'he 

tvt<o adverfc parties were engaging wkh fo much’fury , that nothing was 

*,fe£4 !?ut dn: groans of (he dying and the cries of bWt at you. For by this 

x 16 Loids of the Emperor s party were flocking from all parts round his 

perfon; akf Gha'iret-qhan’s troops were likewife haftening to their Lord's 

afliftance; i’o that the two parties, which had now aflumed the appearance of 

complete armies, wee already come to hand-blows, and engaging body to bo

dy. In a little time Ghairet-qhan had advanced fo near Haider-c81i-qhan that 

he had (hot an arrow at him, which funk with lb m >ch violence in the latter’s 

°w, that it required -ilterwids a great force to extr id it. This was no fooner 

leen by Saadet -qh a p find Camer-ecldin-qhan; chan they ran to his alliftance, and 

performed exploit. worthy of their attachment to die Emperor. This Prince 

himfelf was incefTantiy filling his bow and -/hootingarrows on ail lldes. Whilft 

th- '-'vo nanics^vere folclv intent on each others’ deftrudion, the {harpers and

rubbers of both ’tides, availing themfeives of the confufion, fell on Hoffem-aa- 

ly-qhan’s quarters, fet them on fire as well as all the tents of his body of 

• Seids; and whilft the fervants were bufy in putting out the fire, they plun

dered out of the Viceroy’s tents money and jewels to the amount of feveral 

crores. It was at fucli a time that QhandoSran arrived to the Emperor’s af- 

fiftance; the aclion Teemed then inclining to one fide. Ghairet-qhan enfee

bled already by two wounds, now received a third. He was Ihot dead with 

a mufquet-ball by an Habefhinian who fat in the Qhavvas behind Hai- 

der-c81i-qhan; and the young Seid, without uttering a groan, went to fit 

clole-to, and to wait upon his glorious anceftor, the Dodor Aaly, the Prince of 

the pious, (on whom be grace and mercy for ever!) all this while the Vice

roy’s baggage had been plundered leizurdy, and there remained but little of 

it to be fecured for the Emperor’s ufe.

T he Vidory Icing now feet .red, Ha’idcr-c81i-qhan fent word to Moh- 

cum-fing, Prime Minifter or Divan to Hoflein-aaly-qhan, that he advifed

hint
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Ns5sl̂ /  hifn ■ " p?y his homage to.the Emperor, as that Prince had ordered that h i•

life and property % u ld  be fpared. He.came, and on his making.his bo;*?, 

the Emperor forgave the errors of his pair conduct, and augm?nted his mili

tary grade to fix thoufand hones.- Word was alfo lent to Ratan-chund, but is 

ft om that General himfelf, that he might come and be fafe. But Rptan-chund, 

who knew how much he was detefted, made hafte to difpatch a dromedarv- 

coutier to Abdollah-qhan, as we have already find; and getting into his paleki, 

he was battening to his «nvn quarters. But he was foon flopped by feme Mo

gul* as well as by crow of mob, who, interned this long while at Ins vi

olent behaviour and at hr : ppreffions, flew at him, and having torn him from 

his Paleki, they gave huh i’ fevere beating, and dragged him ftark naked to 

.Mahmed-aamin-qhans quarters, who immediately ordered h p  lome clothes, 

but feat him into confinement with a chain at his feet. Rakferomendafs, a- 

gent-general to Abdollali-qhan, was more lucky: obfefving how matters wmt, 

he lhaved his beard and whilkefs, changed his apparel j and wflilft his baggage 

was pillaging, he went like a thief into his his own tent, took fame jewels, 

and retired fucceffively to the quarters of fomt crafty friends, who fuccef- 

fively found means to conceal him: at laft he made his efcape good to Ab- 

dolkh-qhan his matter. But Mir-aaiy-qhan did not meet with fo much 

good lock: he was a fervant attached this long while to Hoffein-aaly-qhan, 

who fet fo muih value upon his fervices, that he had failed him to feme 

offices equally lucrative and honourable, fuch as that of Dagh-teffi.ya; (13 5). 

and he in acknowledgement for thofefavors had now approved himfelf a worthy 

brave companion of Ghairet-qhan’s. He was -now plundered as well as 

others, and fent into confinement, after having been refpeded for three days 

together by that fame populace, that had proved fo licentious with others.

(135) The hi rfes of the Cavalry being numbered, deferibed and regiftered, are alfo marked with a hot 

:rtm uportttie thigh '(for the trooper finds himfelf in horfe as well as clothes, accoutrements, arms, and victuals) 

for fear , f  coat rfeits: Hence the aieceffity and importance of fuch a regiftcr, addoffocha mark s the latter 
feemg c.Jled a-Dagh-Tdfaya, produces a great perquifite.

, 2\ cut
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jM'trmufhreff who had cut fo conlpicuous a figure, when Hoffem-aaly-qhan, ’

wa; murdered,jwas now offered offices and even money: But he thought

it incumbent upon him to decline both., and he retired to his houfe where he

lived for a long while unthougiit of and in .obfcurity; when die Emperor of

his own motion fent for him and took him in his own lervice.

As to the three corpfes of Hoffem-aaly-qhan, f  |reddin-aaly-qhan and

Ghairet qhan, they were wrapped-up in doth of y by Mahmed-a-rmiii-

qhan’s order, and decently put into coffins, that nobleman intending thereby

to fcreen himfelf from the reproaches of the public. He even went to the

place where they lay it date, made his devotions at the foot of them* per*

formed the ufua! jHtes, nndfaid aloud; Here litis three valotms JUom ajkep.

/liter this he ordered the three coffins to be raken-np and Carried to the fa-

mi;y monument at Adjmir,-, where lies lurried the great Abdollah-qhan, alias

M’ia-qhan, the lGTkfer of that family. Dotibtlefs the intention of the gold

cloth and other cofdy ornaments, was to excite by the Way the cupidity of the

banditti and highway-men, who by plundering the whole, and committing

a variety of indecencies, might render the pnxeflion ridiculous, but if fuch

was his idea, he was disappointed. Wherever the coffins were deferred from afar

people of all ranks would flock to them, and out of a refpe&ful regard, would

accompany them a great way; and it was with fuck a cortege they arrived at

Adjmir, where they were depofed in the family monument:

H The world-, O rty-fon, is- no permanent property:
** Never- exped that if can. abide forever in tfiefame place.
1£ Have you not lee n the morning and evening of all Soleiinan’s power (on whom 

“ peace (336) ! ■ ' '' V
** And has not his Empire gone to wreck as-well as fo many others.*
<t Did you not fee that he went to wreck himfelf at lafl ?

Happy! that he could carry with him the merits of his wifdcm at;djp»8WPr?

Thanks be to God Almighty, that thefe two qualifications■' have. ctMeflediy

feined in 1 loffein aaly-qhin’s character; and it appears from suthentih

(<136} Suleiman, Zbu Da&J. Solomon, ion of David.

H  h • memoirs
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memoirs and unquefdoriabie teftitoonies that what befet Feroh-fyur and fc’me 

others of his enemies, was of his and their own feekirig, and had never 

. taken place but in his own- defence. And indeed where is the man that wd-uld 

not drive for the conferVation of his life and honour? Tr is unheard to this 

day that any man of the world fhould have ever parted with either, whilft 

he had power to defe id them. It may even be faitl that few men have 

been found of a ftanfard fo free from ahoy, as to have Eyed their lives 

and honor in the eaufe of God and of his Melfenger, although a total dere

liction of either or o f both in fuch a mighty cafe, of divine obligation:, 

and never foils cp produce in the other- world the ligheft degree of hap- 

pinefs and glory: whereas the like, dereliction in rite eaufe 6* our own {pecies> 

is for from producing fuch a glorious return. And how lhaH it be believed that 

it can. whilft the many important fervices rendered Feroh-iyur by theft 

two brothers at the, expenfe of fo much blood and property, were no better 

rewarded than by his perpetually endeavoring, to make them fall a (aerifies

to fuch vile reprobate, men as an Emir-djemlah and an. Y dead-nban_The

moil contemptible and mod profligate wretches that ever difgraced a. court ?.

T h e .vigor’s lenity was never fo confpicuous as in his condefeendence 

Tb« Empe- towards, thole perfons,attached to the Seids. Aifed-ollah-qhan, better known
ror’s lenity to
the vanquiUisii. under the name of Navvab Evliah, a fonto Holfetn-aaly-qhan’s aunt, ha v

ing loft all' his effedts in this general confufion, as well as his credit and in

fluence, obtained leave to quit the Court,, and he went in pilgrimage to the 

lioufe of God in the glorious Mecca. Gholanvaaly-qhan, who had the 

merit of having been one o f  thoft that went to fetch the young Emperor 

from Selimgur- caftle, and on that account had been (pared both in his honour

and property, no fooncr faiv himfelf a! full'liberty, than he made His efcape 

to A'bdcUah-qhan. hfofret-yar-qhan, one of the principal Se'ids of Bar, who al

though much difFatisfied with Abdollah-qhan, Had had the generofity to march 

to his brother’s afllftance at the head of his body of, horfe, and was al-

ready



idy af three codes diftance, finding on his arrival that all was over, ’ 

applied to GhapdoSran with whom he had an tnrercourfe of friendfhip and 

civpiities; and he was fent for by rliat Nobleman who prefented him to the 

Emperor. On, his paying his obeilfance, he was raifed to the grade of five thou, 

fand horfes, with an addition of two thoufand more, to his command.

I his favor teemed to lerve as a fignal for bringing forwards a variety of promo

tion. Malimed-aamin-qhan, wh o enjoyed already he grade of eight thou, 

fatid horfes, was complimented with the effectual command of fo many 

t roopers at two horfes each, prefented with a donative of two Corors and 

a half of Dams ( 13 7), and decorated with the dignity of Supreme Minifter, ' 

under the title arc! ftyle of Vezir-el-memalic, Zaafer-djung (188). The of- 

i.iie of Paymafter o^ieras was given to QhandoSran, together with the grade 

of eight thoufand horfes, and the title of Emir-ul-.umera, that is, Prince of 

Princes. Camer-eddin-khan, Ion to the adtual Vezif, was inverted with 

the fecond Pay-mafterfbip, and the fuperintendance of the Baching place, 

which implies the private apartments: He was alfo complimented with fome 

other offices, and promoted to the command of five thoufand horfes, with 

the grade of feven. Haider-cSly-qhan, who had cut fo confpicuous a 

figure, was promoted to the fame grade, with the effectual command of 

fix thoufand troopers at one and two horfes each; and he received beiides 

the title of Naffer-Djung, that "is, SuccOurer in battles. Saadet-qhan was 

piomoted to the grade and command of five thoufand horfes, and com

plimented with the title of Bahadyr or Valliant, and with a nagarah or a 

large kettle-drum of command. Zaafer-qhan had alfo a fhare in the Impe

rial favor; in one word no one of the Emperor's friends antient or recent 

were forgotten, and every orte was rewarded in officer, dignities, and em

ployments, as his merits pointed out, or as he had intereft at Court.

(*17) A Dam or PeiATa, hu a v r ety of values in th_ market, being a very thick Copper coin 5 but in the 
Exchequer accounts, it is always; the fortieth part of a rupee.

(t^S) Victorious in battles. ‘

H h  2 A bdoi.yah-qhan
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A uvo i \  h - Qj-l Ai? had advanced about forty cofles, and he was already at rtfo 

fiiorc journies from the capital, when he received that notei which Rat in- 

chund had hurried away on the very firft tumult: that mournful note which 

* darken 1 the light of the day for him, blinded his eye-bails, dnd'rendered

his exigence a burthen, with eyes brimful with tears, and a mountain

load of grief on his br ift, lie thought it unfafe to flop, and was for march

ing-on to the capital Some of his friends objetSed to this notion, and 

were of opinion that as the-Emperor Was not yet joined by the troops of 

the- Provinces, and had not had rime to praflife upon the inclinations of 

many tiioufands of old Soldiers attached to his fate brother, it was expedient 

to return to Ecber-abad, and to fail at once upon the Emperor, before he 

fheuki find ieifure to fortify his party, “ this advice did not pleafe Ahdclbh*

«.« qhan, who obfenred, that there was no feccefs to be expefted by attack*

‘ f ing with difpirited, diminifhed troops, on a Prince firmly feared upon 

“ the throne, and Surrounded by an infinity of Lords and Generals clofely 

“ linked together : That for his part, he firmly believed that in fecit a 

4l: cafe the match would prove too unequal, and quite kiaaifpicious, unlefs 

|< he Ihewed to his party a Prince of Aorengzib’s blood ; w'hofe perfcn might 

attrad the eyes of the multitude, and cond? satethe hearts of fo many Lords 

« of the old couit» who were now living in the capital, and who by form* 

f* j: g a tot'rt to the hew Prince might afford' him time to affemble troops 

«■  and Artillery.,af This advice of the, Vezir’s having been approved, fie 

comin Jed bis journey t<fc the capital. But matters were already much altered 

in that territo y. rl! «fe

Fok as foon as the news of the revolution had fpread far and near, the 

peafatws had.joked- the. highwaymen and bond!ties, and made it a practice 

to plunder every one of thofe that chanced to lag behind, or even any baggage 

That happened to be at feme difiance from the main ; and although they 

were more than once chaftH'ed, there was no weaning them from fuch prac

tices
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i;ce s. One day a body of foot, with their officers at their head, was cut o ff’
f - ' W » ’ <* ■ ■.

near Abcfollah-qhan’s quarters, and almoft within his fight: Another day 

they furrounded a convoy that came from the capital with a vaft quantity of 

eilcfts for Hoffem-aaly-qhan, and plundered it entirely, ftripping all thofe 

that compofedit; and this at only two cofies from Abdoilah-qhan’s camp.

On the other hand, all the lands and Djaghirs. t belonged to the cw4 

brothers or to their adherents, had been layed 1 i of by the Zemindars, 

who took poffeffion of the revenues, until, faid they, they might know 

to whom they were to remain. All thefe however being but inconfiderabic 

obje&s, Abdollah-qhan difpatched ohudjahat-oilah-qhan and M8rteza-qhan 

two Noblemen o f importance, to the capital, with orders to bring from 

thence one of the Princes of the Imperial blood ; and he wrote to his young

er brother, Nedjmeddin-aaly-qhan, Governor-general of the province of 

Dehly, in which the capital is feated, to raife as many men as he could, 

and to provide a camp-equipage with every thing requisite for raking the 

field. •" ’* *

T he letter arrived in the evening of the eighth of Zilhidj, that is, fome 

time before any certain intelligence could arrive at the city; but as fome 

rumour had aleady found it’s way thither, the Governor had fent a number 

©farmed men with the (city Cutval at'their head (139), to take pofleffion of 

Mahmed-aamin-qhan’s palace, which they had kept encircled for the great- 

eft part of the night whilft the people within (hewed a refolution to defend 

themfelves; but in the morning the Governor, whether from his own motion, 

or in confequence of an order from Abdollah-qhan, recalled the Cutval, 

and defifted f  om a proceeding fo hazarded. His attention was befides
,J.n. .  ---------------------- ------------: *---------------------- — ------------------ ----— -------- — :--------

(139) Thecutvi.l is an officer partly civil awl partly military, 3 kind -of Centra! juftice of peace, but with 
much more extenfive power, which brings his office to a par with that of the Lieutenant de Police at Par s, it 
muft he.ablerve.* that the palaces in Dehli,. being built of ftone, to the very roof, beams and joifterst and 
being terr affect w ith jftrne snd furrounded by wails anti battlements, Ibut up by doors foitihod lik.s fo many 

Dungeons, they ate. all eatable of tlefenfe.

■*> , jfo
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fo diverted to obje&s. of much greater importance; 'or two days after, 

that is on the tenth of Zilhidj, which is always the day of Corban jj>r 

facnfice, he went out of the city to make his devotions in the fields, as is 

the cafto.n, with avail multitude of people; and on returning to town, he repair- 

ed diredly to the caftle, where are guarded the Princes of the Imperial blood: 

he was accompanied by Vbdollah-qhan’s two Envoys, and it was with them 

he prefented himfelf at 'the door of the apartment where lived the Princes, fons 

o f Muezzeddin-dj'ehandar-fiiah, whom he reqnefled to come out. But fo far 

were they from complying with fuch a requeft, that they all refilled to a man, 

and event one of them, Nico-fyur by name, Hole away, and hid himfelf. The 

Envoys confounded at fuch a repulfe, repaired to Soltan Hihraiurn’s apart

ment, a young Prince, who was fon to Refi-al-cadr, and coufin-german to 

Bahadyr-thah, and having prevailed upon him to accept their prollcr, they 

brought him out; and on the next day, they placed him on the throne under the 

name ,and ftyle of Abol-fetuh— Zehir eddin— Mohammed-hebriham (140). 

Abdollah-qhan being arrived two, days after, went immediately to pay his

homage to the new Prince, from whom he obtained for Ghazi-eddin-qhan 

the office of firft Pay-matter-general, with the grade of eight thoufand horfes,

AMoiiah- ancj the rjpe Gf Emir-ul-umerah. Nedimeddin-aaly-qlian was made fecond
qhari places on 5

v r f t o M ^ e t  Pay-mafter; Selabet-qhan, third; and Bayram-qhan, fourth. Favors and 

promotions were likewife granted to their relations and friends; and then the 

minilter turned his attention towards many antient Lords, who having been of 

the court of Refi-ed-derdjat, now lived at borne, without office and without 

employment, utterly neglected and forgotten. Thefe were now fent-for, receiv

ed with,refped, accommodated with offices and employments, and affifted 

with Turns of money, adequate to all their wants, from fifty thoufand down to 

a lac each. Some who had ferved with diftindion, were propofed to the

(140) MalimeJ-iiibrahim, the vjfitor of religion, am! the father of fuceefs.

ft
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command of feveral new bodies of ho, fe, which they were to raife at the rate ■

oi| eighty rupees per month for each trooper. Hamed-qhan, uncle, to Ni-

zam-el-mulk, but upon bad terms with him, was complimented with a new

Ljagbir over and above that which he enjoyed already, and with a large fum
* •

of money. Several Nobles and Lords attached to Feroh-fyur, fuch for in* 

fiance, as Yticad-qhan, Shahifta-qhan, Sefi-qhari, ; \  tflam-phan, with ma

ny others more, who lived neglected this long wb and moreover uncer

tain of their fate, were now requeued to attend, and promifed honors and 

dignities, if they would attach themfelves to the young Prince, Some of 

them, like Iflam-qhan and Mahmed-yar-qhan and Seii-qhan, who did not 

like the complexion of the times, excufed themfelves upon their bad health, 

and abfolutely refufed to meddle with honors or dignities or offices. But Y - 

ticad qhan and Seif-qhan'agreed to the propofals, and accepted a fum of mo

ney for their neceffities, but without having really any fincere intention : for 

both thefe Lords,, as well as feveral others that had commanded in the 

guards called Vala-fhahies, returned home after having followed Abdoilah- 

qhan for forms fake during one or two days march. The dignitaries or 

Manfobadars of leffier note, fuch as thofe from five hundred to a thouhni 

hotfes, proved more fincere in their attachment, and were therefore preferred 

according to their merits.. As to the common troopers, their pay was carried
The Vez:r

from fifty rupees a month to full eighty. But as men and horfes were pro- **^r“ndp̂ tl‘
. . r  i i r t ]■ i c  little time rail s

mifeuoufly admitted, without giving a due preference to old loltuers, theleas within the city
an incredible

well as thofe that were advantageoufly mounted and armed, took offence at army' 

an imdiftingvnThing inattention, that confounded them' with enadequate new 

levies, and they became difeontented. N everthelefsthe neceffities of the time3 
not allowing the rulers to pay to their difcontentall the attention it deferr

ed, the levies went-on without much minding the diftindions of old or new fid

dlers, and full lefs that ol the tribe and race; infomuch that whoever brought 

a horfe, was inlifted of eourfe, without much inquiry about what nation or

uribe
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tribe he might be. In this manner an army of ninety thoufand horfes was n

a little time levied fan the capital, at the expence of one coror of rupees or

levy-money (141).

T he feventeenth. of Zilbidj, drat is five days-after the Coronation, Abdij- 

lah-qhan brought the new Emperor out of the citadel, in the middle of as 

much cortege and as much royal pomp as could be put together on fo Short 

notice, and he marched with him to the Yid- -ah (142), out of the city, where 

he encamped, and where he was joined by feveral perfons o f ccnfequenee,, 

who quitted the Imperial army, and joined him- with their troops. At the 

fame vane GhSlam-aaly-qhan and Nedjabet-aaly-qharq (the latter was Ccufin- 

german to Abdoilah-qhan and only fourteen years old,) were lent back to- 

the city, with eommiflior to keep it quiet and free from tumults. And as 

the news he now received allured him that Mahmed-fhah was advancing by the 

Djatt country, he took to the road of faint CoStBb-eddin’s monument in or

der to be on his paffage; but on being better informed, lie (truck to the 

left and encamped at Fcri.d-p8r; whilft Maktted-fhah was . coming through

out Ecber-abad. There he made fome flay in expectation of being-joined, 

by his younger brothers Seif-eddin-aal'y-qhan, and Seid mahmed-qhan, as well 

as by fome other Lords and commanders who were to-bring a body of Seids 

o f Bar with their own troops. This thorc ftay proved offervice to him, 

as every day he was joined by fome body of troops, as well as by die bravetl 

v  amongd the Afghans; betides feveral' ccmfiderable Zemindars who flocked
m~~\ "  . ■   .........——................- ■■    ----------------— --------------- ----------- ---y--------- »   »«.

(141) We rmy guefs at the fize and populbufnefs of Dfehli by the rapidity and fuccefs of'tflefe levies. Nine- 
t f  thoufand hotfes is a force which no kingdom-of Europe can afford at even ten-years warning, and yettthefe 
ninety thoufand troopers were exdM ve of two hundred thoufand men more, which every one. knows mu(t 
have attended them, exclufive of two hundred thoufand men more that had came out 'of the city with the 
Emperor and the twobrothers, and excHifn e oc tli fe mn'fitudesmore that 'remain J neutral: and all. this is only 
military-men, exelafively to that infinity of other forn of men that jtnuft have {warmed nr'.hat immenfe eiy, and 
exchifively to the women and children; Ttv»% therefore that have faid that.Dehli contained about two millions 
of men, were not wide Of rh« rrurkj-and this is flu population, which the jlfuits, the men intelligent tr avellers 
that ever wrote, gave to JPek ng and Nanking tire twu capitals a  China, as1 well as to Uehli and Agra in- 17S0*

(142) The Yid-raH or feaft-place is a wall with a niche-feeing Mecca, buteredled in the open fields, lor the 
puipoie of celebratma there the PrajersiiiU r.tes uiual an tire day of Cotban or fetfifice There the whole 
WJiigregaUeu prays in die open aur,

to
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aipongft the Afghans ; befides feveral confiderable Zemindars, who flocked 

td him fiom the environs at the head of their men. Shoals of Hoflein-aaly- 

qhan’s veteran foldiers, who had been prevailed upon to inlift with Mahmed- 

lhah, and to touch one month of his pay, now made it a practice to fteal 

away and to come by hundreds and two hundreds at a time, all mounted 

and armed. Abdollah-qhan thus ftrengthened, moved to Pel83, where 

he was joined by his two brothers, and by forne other commanders, who 

befides thekf own troops’, had brought one hundred and fifty Cart-loads of 

Seids of Bar, every one of whom thought himfelf equal to a Ruftem and 

an rfafliab. Thefe were ordered to form a circle round Abdollah-qhan's 

elephant: a pcft for which they had fhewn much eagernefs,' not only in 

hopes of preferment, but alfo to exhibit their regard for thar Minifter with 

whom, as Seid’s, they claimed the rights of kindred and brother-hood.

As to the veterans brought by his two brothers, they amounted at leaft to ten 

thoufand effedive troopers; and hardly were they in camp, when they 

were followed by Churamonthe Djatt (father to Bedun ling and grand father 

to Barchund) a powerful Zemindar of the Province of Ecber-abad, and owner 

of the very ground whereon Mahmed-lhah was treading. Immediately

after, arrived Radja Mocum-fmg late Divan to HolTein-aaly-qhan, the fame 

who had been fo kindly ufed by Mahmed-lhah. But his inclination over- 

tallancing thofe new ties, he fled from that camp and came to Abdollah* 

qhan, bringing with him a good body of troops with feveral \ eteran officers 

and commanders. All thefe feveral fuceeffive bodies were in addition to that 

numerous army brought out of the capital, and they formed fo immeniea fur-
The Vezir'H

face, that the foil unclertrodden by fo much cavalry and infantry difappeared a™**

at once and could not be feen but after feme fearch. All thefe forces were
• camp,

in fuch high fpirits, that Chummon having gone a fkirmilhing the very day 

of bis arrival, he bi ought away three or four elephants and a large number 

©f camels, belonging to the enemy, all which he prefeated to Abdoiiah-

I » qhan
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chan, as an aufpicious beginning; but which that General requeued him 

to accept at his hand, as an earned: of future vidory. T he two adverfe armies 

had advanced fo near, that Mahmed-fhah was encamped in the neighbour

hood of Shah-p8r, and the diftance would have been reduced to nothing 

had not that Prince Hopped there, to wait for the famous Abdol-femed-qh m 

Governor of M8kan, and the Radja Dehiradj djehi-fing, who however did 

not appear, either through the badnefs of the roads, or for fame other reafon.

It was then the ninth of Moharrem ; but in that interval MaV med-qhah- 

bangafh joined him with three thoufand horfe, as did Ghairet-chan, the 

Rohilah and Bayazid-qhan the Mevati with their refpedive corns; a.: 1 iri a 

little time more, four thoufand effective troopers, arrived from Radja Djehi- 

fing’s country.

M ean while the neighbourhood of the two armies had occafioncd feveral 

fkirmilhes, in which the two parties were eflaying each other; and atone 

time Churamon direded by Abdollah-qhan, had been very near fetting fire to 

the park of the enemy’s artillery; and at another he had been very near 

decoying and bringing away all the bullocks, belonging to their train. 

Neverthelcfs it was the tenth of Muharrem before the armies could face each 

other, and they were ranged in battle immediately. Haxder-cSITqhan, grand 

* mailer of the artillery, who had been fo inftrumental in laving it from Chura

mon’s attack, was put at the head of the firft line: Saadet qhan, with 

Mahmed-qhan-bangalh, commanded the right wing; and QhandoSrani 

widi Nufret-yar-qhan and fome other commanders of diftindion, com

manded at the left, in the center of which appeared Azzcm-qhan with a 

body of veteran troops. Mahmed-aamin-qhan, the Vezir, with Haddy- qhan 

and Cammer-eddin-qhan, and Aazim-olUh-qhan and lotne other command

ers of the firft-rank, was in the center of the whole,, where Mahmed-lhah 

took his poft furrounded by the troops commanded by Shir-efken-qhan and 

Terhiet-qlun, befides a numerous, troop of perfons of the higheft tank, who

fO C sHi fought;
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fought as Volunteers, being perfonTly attached to the Imperial perfon. ■

Mir-djemlah and fo.ne other commanders, among! which were Radja-gopal* 

fing-bohdSdia, were ordered to cover the flunks; and A fled-oil ah-qhan with 

§|if-qhm and Radja Ddiiradj, were placed fo, as to ferve as a corps de re-
•ti >. ^

ferve, and to watch over the Emperor’s female houfehold. The war-ele- 

phants, like fo many mountains, cafed in iron, were Rationed in front of all, 

but behind the artillery, and mixed with a number of light horfes, that 

fought fingj.'y, or in detached parties.
JF • 4

Ashe uL \ m-qha n  on his fide, who on the twelfth of Moharrem was ar-' f/ ■ ' •
rived at HoiiVi.vp3r,three codes Abort of the enemy’s encampment, ranged
• f

bis army in battle array. But the troops as well as Officer of the Bar, who on 

account of the kindred which they claimed, pretendeSeto a kind of equality with 

him, proved exceedingly troublefoma, and unruly; and the) took-upfo much

time in being brought to feme order, that it became neceflary to marfhall therm
• $

three feveral times: at lad they were prevailed upon to remain in front of Abdol- 

lah-qhan’s elephant, under command of their three Generals, Se'if-eddin-aaly- 

qhan, Seid-mahmed qhan. and Shahamet- qhan every one of whom proved 

full as head-ftrong as any of their men, which as well as they were Seids of 

Bar, but all fo full of themfelves aŝ to pretend to an equality with the Rof. 

terns and the Afraffiabs of old(i43). Hamed-qhan and Seif qhan, and Bay- 

ram-qhan and YqhlalT-qhan the Rohilah, with Omer-qhan the Afghan, and 

feveral other commanders Afghan and Rohilahs, amongft which were Snud- 

jah-qhan-pdoly and Abdollah-qhan-tirin, all of them Zemindars, and all of 

them mounted on elephants, to the number of feventy, w ee placed with 

their troops in the right and left wings. But Abol-mohkn-qhan, the Bay- 

mailer-general, and Sc id aaly-qhan Fay-mafter to the regular corps, and Hi- 

rarnon Fay maler of the troops from Fir, with twenty-five tho t 1 1 ' ’ 1

t<4j) T «*» Iwijes ui M t i ijuiiy.
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all in Abdollah-qhan’s private pay, and all his veteran troops, were placed 

before his elephant, which was already encircled by a body of men all Seids 

of Bar, and all Infantry, who confidered thetnfeives rather as the country

men and kinfmen of Abdollah qhan’s than as foldiers in his pay. The am 

being marfhalled in that order, patted that whole night, which was that o f 

the thirteenth, under arms. That very night Radja Mohcum-fing, who al

though Divan to the late Hoflein-aaly-qhan, had been ufed with Pi le

nity by Mahmed-fhah, and even taken into favor,’ and prompted to the 

grade of five thoufand horfes, having found a favorable opportunity, 

came over, and prefented himfelf to Abdollah-qhan, to whom he brought a 

body of eight hundred horfes with Qhoda dad-mirza and Qhan Mirza two 

officers of diftincttion at tneir head. At the dawn of the day, as fioon as the 

trumpets founded, and the heralds had’ publifhed three times, as ufua), that 

mirage was always f'.fer than cowardice, the foremoft on both fides fainted 

each other (144), and made ufe of the whiffling of arrows and the whizzing 

of mufquet-balls to compliment each other, and to afk about each, others 

healdi: this was the moment which Mahmed-fhah, then in the center of his 

army, had appointed for Ratan chund’s fupplice. The head of that odious 

man was prefented to him, and fattened to the foot of his elephant, on which 

he fat in his Imperial attire. Upon this, as upon a fignal, that numerous ar- 

poor which lafts my which moved like the waves of a fea, or like an innundation that has ro-
tturty hours

vered the whole plain, advanced fhouting, 'and with a firm refolution to wring 

the fouls o f its enemies out of their inimical bodies; and thofe that beheld the 

ammofity of the combattanrs, and heard the confufed roife of trumpets and 

kettle drums, concluded that no quarter would be a/ked or given that day by 

either party. The artillery was already fweeping whole ranks ; and fa many 

fire-mouths opening their jaws at once, carried terror into the heart of the 

bravefl, hkefo many mefiengers difpatched by inevitable fate; whilft the incef-

(144) This circumftance which has never been feen in Europe but at the battle of Fonteaoy, whet* the 
French <wtl- then the hngihh Saluted each other, is not uncuntruoa ia India,

- i m t
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font fhfbing of rockets in fire put an end to the boafts of the moft courage

ous: nor can it be denied but that the artillery directed by fo adive a man 

as Ha'idcr-c81i-qhan, who had under his orders a body of expert men, accuf- 

tomed to fire with fteadinefs, performed wonders that day. But this did 

navdiy intimidate the oppofite army, where thoufands of brave men, anima

ted by a 1 pit it. of party, and carrying the hearts of fo many dragons, threw 

■ themfelves fearlelly before thofe infernal months that vomited fire and death; 

and althoir 3h numbers were fvvept away every moment, thoufands were pref- 

fing forw _rd and were advancing with a fteady ftep s. fo that the faint-heart

ed of ’ vlahmed-fhah’s artillery were looling ground, and at laft had betaken 

to m  open flight, efpecially after Nedjmeddin-aaly-qhan had given a turn to 

the day by a manoeuvre judicioufly conceiv'd and as bravely executed:

With twelve thoufand hor f  es and foot lie had detached himfelf from his main, 

to take pofleflion of a grove that lined a village ; and from fuch a cover he 

made fo hot and fo inceflant a fire, that imagination itfelf had its wings 

and feathers burned. If his ambition was to give a turn to the fortune of the 

day, his wifli was accomplilhe d ; for his fire proved fo galling, that the 

field became too dangerous for the Imperial troops: the rofes on the cheeks 

of the braved: loft their hue : even a fenfe of ihame difappeared ; and their 

trepidation being fuch that they could no more cliftinguifh their feet from 

their heads, they confounded their ranks, and were ready for an open flight 

Such a date of things ha ving been obferved by Haider-c81y qhan and Qhan- 

dc.Sran, they took with them Nufretryar-qhan and S abut-qhan with tome 

other valorous commanders, and detatching themfelves from the main, they 

advanced boldly on that bread work from which Nedjmeddin-aaly-qhan 

was pouring fo much definition: by dint of canon-ba hs they made a

breach, and rubbing upon it \yith fhouts as to>an alfuault, they carried every 

thing before them, reducing the enemies to a Hulking fire from behind broken 

walls and fallen trees, from which they were finally dr i veni n fo much chat

HakUr-c Sly - qhant’
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;HaIder-c3Iy-q1ian remained mailer of that Important poll. ? In this flats' 

o f things, and the two parties remaining on their field of battle after a 1 loo V  

undecifive day,:.AbdolIah-qhan at fun fet, ordered a Imail tent to be pitches 

for him on the fpot where he was; but on recollecling his lols, he lobbed * 

obferved that no reft remained for him now in this world* and count:..- 

'jnanded the tent.

As foon as it grew dark Ha'ider-cSlyqhan who commanded the Im- 

pedal artillery, found means to put it in motion j he advaheet’ firing and 

gaining ground, until he had taken an advantageous poft, from whence 

he kept fuch an mceflant firing the whole night, as killed and wound xi an 

infinity of men. Wo heart could Hand fo deftrucl i\ c a canonade, *, uc3 
whole bodies not being abl- io bear it’s violence, returned to camp, Where 

he mo- flai exrofed to a rain of balls, they fled farther; fo that mod of thofe 

Vdlliant commanders, that had cut fuch a Confpkuous figure on their Ele

phants in the day-time, now fought their fafety in a fhameful flight, but were 

intercepted in their retreat from camp, by armed bodies of peafants who 

ftriped them of every thing. About the dawn of the day, a bail of a canon 

having broke the Hiiod .h on which fat Mohcum-fing, he jumped down 

in a fright, and took ho le and fled with fo much earneftnefs, that a long 

time elapfed before any ti lings could be had of his being dead or alive.

The day broke out by this time, which was the fourteenth of Moharrem 

1 1 3 3 ; 'and it appeared that out of fifteen or fixteen rhoufand horfes that 

had flood during the night that terrible canonade, not one had eaten 

any thing thefe twenty four hours, or even drank any water, that element 

being too far off, and moreover in the goffeflion of a body of Djatts: fuch 

was the fenfs of honor, and fuch the lenfe of zeal among A them, that not 

one of tbit whole multitude ftirunk from his poft: they were moflly Seid's 

of Bar, commanded by their own countrymen, and equally with them 

jealous of their honor, as wdl as zcalouily attached to AbuoUuh-qhan's perfon.

EqjTAj.
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E qual ftcadinefs was exhibited on the oppofite fide. Mahmed-fhah
f ■' t

mounted on his favorite Elephant, called Shah-pefend (145), was gracing 

by his perfon all that hod of officers, commanders, and illuftrious volunteers
4 ft ■ .

that furrounded his throne: It was remarked that he had remained filing 

tils' v:4ple night as well as the whole preceding day. At day-break the 

enemy was already in motion; and Nedjmeddi.i-aaly-qhan at the head of a 

bodyof Seids of Bar and another body of truily foldiers, advanced again 

io the charge with the refolution of one refolved to carry the day, or to 

pertlb.it> he attempt.’ Setting at nought the thundering of that deflr’u&ive 

Artillery that had done fo much havock the whole night, he made a furioys 

attack that gave an image of the day of judgement, being refolved to recover
4 _ jh.

that important pod:; he was oppqfed by Haider-cCk-khan and QhandoSran, 

who fenfible of the importance of example in fuch circumltances, came out 

of their bread; work re encounter the enemy : and they wereiupported by valo

rous troops and valiant commanders, amongft which laid was Nufret-yar-qhan 

a Seid of Bar, who although priding himfelf in his being related to both 

Netijmeddin-aaly-qhan and Abdollah-qhan, wilbed to fignalize himlelf againfl 

them. And here again the contefl became bloody and obllinate : the valo- 

' ’ rous commanders on both fides, having made fo many targets of their breads, 

exerted themfelves heroically as if emulous only of waffling away with the 

waves (146), flowing from their fibres,.the doubts which might have re

mained in their minds about each other’s bravery. Both fides were ruffling 

forward like fo many crocodiles emerging from out of an innundation, or 

like farnifhed lions from out a howling wildernefs: and fuch fciearns and 

fuch.an uproar rofe every where as would hive drowned thoie at the day of 

judgement. From the repeated conflict of fo many fteely fabres againfl the 

flinty firmn'efs of fi> many intrepid commanders, a fire vas {buck out which

(145).The K,iiis;’s favorite., , .
(146) This is agittn an <*ienta! altufion to thofe muhtlatiors wh!ch h'-ifR c’ ĉr than the waters of aik 

.EngUihTaby, leem to pour plenUfuiy from the hilt of a. forfeit or Indian Ubre down to. the point.
y ' blazing.
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blazing like lightening, confirmed thofe brave men by fhoals, and mined 

th eir forlorn families, by thoulands.

■ Sa  a b e t - q h a n ,  who faw this dangerous conllicd, and wifhed to acquire 

honor, advanced leveral times like an elephant in rut, to the affiftancc of 

thofe that were fliedding their blood in the Emperor’s caufe; and h<* made 

leveral vigorous charges; and Shir-eken-qhan, who marched to their aflifl:- 

ance by the Emperor’s exprefs commands, threw himfelf on the enemy’s 

pointed fpears and threatening lances, like a familhed tyger that fits the hun

ters at nought. Neverthelels the Imperialifts feemed to loleground ; and Der- 

vifh-aaly-qhan, commander of QhanddBran’s artillery, Abdol-ghani-qhan, who 

commanded that of Haider-cSli-qhan’s, with Meiaram his fecretary, and h/ ah, 

med-djaafer, nephew to Iloiiein-qhan, with an infinity of others, were already 

flain, and lay itretched on the ground. Nufret-yar-qhan had two arrows 

fixed in his body; and Doft-aaly-qhan with a multitude of others, was 

wounded and difabled. On the part of Abdollah-qhan Shahamet-qhan, a 

commander of great renown, with one of his Ions, was flain, together 

with Abdol-cadyr- qhan, brother to the Cazi, Mir Balia-dyr-fliahi, and his 

brother Fa-teh-yar-qhan, and Tahover-aaly-qhan ; and this was the fate 

of Abdol-ghani-qhan, fun to Abdohrahim-qhan Aogrenzebi (147), and 

Gholam muhi-eddin-qhan, and Sabqhat-ollah-qhan firnam-ed Sheika, and 

Gholam-aaly-qhan the illuflrious warrior; all three brothers and all three 

commanders of importance in Abdollah-qhan’s army, as well as Situ— 

djah-qhan fon to Beloli. They were all flain in that 'trying occaflon, where 

none but the braved could fh :vv their faces: all of them, after exhibiting 

feats of prowefs and attachment that aflonilhed the beholders, fiibmitted 

cheerfully to their fate, and without befnation drank to the dregs the bitter 

potion prefented them by death. After they had exerted themfelves to their

(147) TUeie epiiUeC of Baludyr-Ituin ami Aorengzebi, defiga taw  having long f«r\red troter the Prince*.

• ■:'i'
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lafl breath in wrenching out the fouls of their enemies. Vaft numbers of . 

thei. men, whd had gamed away the capital of their lives in that feene of 

•(laughter and bloo i-drinking match, quitted the werid in hafte, and like fo . 

many bankrupts that had loft their all, they plunged at one dip into the abyfs 

,f eternity. The valorous Nedjmedchn-aaly qhan, who had hitherto been 

the h.ghe l  bidder in that marker of death and flaughter, after having receiv

ed f: veral wounds by hand-blows, was at laft Kitted by an arrow, which dick-
W  ' ■ . • J

ir,g into his eye, deprived him of the delightful garment of fight, to the un- 

fpeakable furrow of hk brother Abdollah-qhan ; who obferving how matters 

went, marched-up to his affiflancc with all the braves of Bar that remained 

about his perlon. At this very time, and whilft every one’s attention was ta- 

ken-up with the critical fituation of things, Cheramon the Djatt, who was 

the beft partizan in Abdollah-qhan’s fervice, wheeled iv md and fhi 

the Emperor’s rear which .He filled with confiifion and fereams. *. lefeized ^

on a thoufand fpare-bullocks belonging m the Imperial artillery, with a num

ber of camels laden with the chancellcty and kitchen offices, all which were 

grazing on the banks of the Djumna; and pufhing h;s point, he went tar 

as the Imperial camp, where he found at lafl people ready to receive hum 

The Emperor himfelf fhot an arrow at him ; and Mahmed-aamin-qhan and 

Hadi-qhan marched againft him with the infantry which was round the Im

perial elephant. Abdollah-qhan occupied only with what was paffing ora 

fcls front, was marching to the affiftance of his people; when his flank 

was attacked by Saider-qhan, Hatder-c81i qhan, and Mahmed-qhan Bangafh; 

and this motion being obferved by AbdalUh-qhan, he wheeled round and 

matched up to them. But his people were exceedingly galled by Hatder-e8- 

li-qhan who had always his bow in action, and by that body of expert mui- 

queteecs whom he had trained hi nfelf. Abdollah-qhan loft two officers of 

merit by this attack: Sheh habilah, commander of his artillery, and Seid-aa- 

ly -qhan, brother to his Pay 1 after-general, Abol-mohfen - qhan. iliis attack

K  k laying
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_ having fomewhat difordered the ranks o f Haider-c81i-qhan’s men, he form

ed them again, and being joined by a good body brought by QhandoSran, 

he renewed his attack with fo much vigor, that Abdollah-qhan loft Ins uiual 

prefence of mind. It had been a {landing rule with him in the many battles 

\ which he had' ieen, and in which he had often been reduced to extremith% 

never to be guilty of die. though tleffirefs of the Hindoftany Generals, who on a 

moment of danger, ufed to quit their elephant  ̂ and to combat on foot, mixed 

with the crowd. Abdollah-qhan on ;he contrary had always cbnierved his 

prefence of mind on inch occafions, and had made it a point to oppoie firmnefs 

and fteadinefs to forwardnefs and impetuofity : Like a lion lying in wait forthe
<r

moment of failing on his prey, he kept difplayed the ftandard of afcendant and 

fuperiority, (which after all ought to be the intent of prowefs), and looked upon 

ih ujnei’. and pp-fe'verance as more iriftrumental in the gain of a battle than 

ardor and impetuofity. Neverthelefs his {lore of good luck being now fpent by 

this time, and fo tune having turned back upon him, he forgot his own 

maxims, and jumping without any necefiity down his elephant, he took to 

his fibre and bucler, and mixed with the crowd; without once minding that 

he had Hill three thoufand Seids of Bar about his perfon, who feemed like

ly to hand by him to the very laft. But as fortune after having quitted his 

party, feemed now bent on counteracting all bis fchemes, he was hardly 

down, when moil of his officers and men, taking it for granted that he was 

flain or difabled, or that he had defpaired of victory, abandoned their polls 

far and near, and betook themfelves to flight. Some other accounts fay that 

,-nan totaiiyû " Seif-eddin-aaly qhan, his very nephew and one of his beft Generals, had al- 

L«n. ready quitted his flation, before Abdollah-qhan had thought of jumping

down; and that his example had been followed by all the others. Be it as it 

will, Abdollah-qhan, although aftonifhed at this deferdon, kept his footing 

vigoroufly; but being now furrounded on all fides, and the weight of his ar

mour obflrucling his activity, he received an arrow in his forehead, and then

tW°  '
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two fucceffive cuts on his neck and hand; and being .prefled clofe and over

come with fatigue, he was feized oh by the claws of fate, and made a 

prifoner. It was at the very moment his younger brother Nedj-meddin-aaly- 

qhan, was ciofing with him, refolved to fliare his fate; aud they were both going 

to be flain, when Abdollah-qhan was recollected by Haider-cSli-qhan, who 

refcued them both from the hands of the foldtery. The defliny of thofe tw'O 

noble perfons affc&ed the feelings of an infinity of men; and people thought 

they faw them defigred in thefe verfes which were then handed about:

“  I am be who in an .attack could run the point of my fpear through a golden ring,

“  But being now forlaken by my good ftar and reje&cd by fortune,

I have been in my turn furrounded by a ting and taken.
O f what avail could be my helmet .and my Cuhafa, 

u After my good fortune had already turned her back upon me ?

When the key of Victory ceafes to be in a hand,
** To no purpofe will the arm attempt to break open the d3£“ .jpf fuecefs.”

Haider-e81i-qhan having mounted »tke two wounded Noblemen upon the 

fame elephant, camea them to ths? Emperor; and this Prince, who had a 

great deal of benignity in his nature, call a look of compaffion at them, and 

then cmigned them both to Ha ider-c8 li-qhan’s cuftody: after which he 

ordered the Imperial mufick to fir ike up for fo fignal a victory. As to 

the vanquifhed army, fome bodies of it fled, feme mixed with the viftorb- 

ous: and Ghazheddin qhan availing himlelf of this moment of fufpenfe, re- 

- turned to camp, and packing up as much of Abdollah-qhan’s baggage, as 

had not been yet plundered, he fled towards Dehli, at the very time when 

the commanders and officers of the victorious party, were prcfenting their 

Nuzurs, and congratulating each other, and returning thanks to-God for fo 

important a Victory * As to the enemy’s-camp, and his baggage immenfe, 

whatever was of a nature to cfcape a general pillage, was fecured for the Em

peror’s ufe.
. . . A (insular

A  s T N GULAR anecdote, which then became a general topick, is reported by pr̂ na™ on7 the fate o t th e

men of authority and credit. On the very beginning of the divisions between

K k z rife
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the Seids and the TSranian party, a perfon attached to AbdoTih-rhan re- 

pared to the lodgings of a learned man, renowned for his Ik ill in astrological 

predidlions, and put to him a variety of queftions about the future event of 

thsle diffentions, as well as about the fuccefs of the expedition. The philofo- 

pher without ere&ing any fcheme, extracted his anfwer from the veiy wo ds 

made ufe of by the prOpounder, and they proved to be thele letters : Ghaiit, 

tarn, Be, Ain, Dal, lroio and C,if, which on being affembled in the ufual 

manner, formed the Arabic words: Ghalub Ad'ica, that is thine enemy Jhall 

prevail; and on being inverted, fignifyed, thine end is come. And in foci 

tliefe words were not belied by the focceeding event, and few predtdions 

have proved fo fortunate: for Soltan Hibrahim, who had fled nom the field 

of battle, had been purfued. and fent back to his former apartment; and a 

comnlete vi&ory had been gained after a bloody conteft of thirty hours.

T hu news of fo decifive an engagement reached the capital in the even

ing of the fourteenth of Moharrem, being V Friday, arid they tranfported an 

infinity of people with joy, whilft they afflided an infinity of others with all 

the pangs of furprife and confirmation. Thofe that were attached to the 

throne ordered the Imperial mufick of the citadel, to announce that happy 

event to the public; but the family and houfehold of the three Seids fiain, 

recommenced their mournful rives (148). The women Specially belonging 

perfonally to Abdollah-qhan’s three brothers, exhibited the moil affecting 

pidure of difmay and unutterable woe ; whilft fome of them, but of the in

ferior fort, availed themfelves of the eonfuiion and opportunity fo far, as to- 

lay their hands upon whatever precious came in their way, and ftole away 

tinder the difguife of dirty clothes and the cover of homely veils; they dif- 

appeared fome time before the police thought of taking poffeffion of the

(148) Thofe mournful rites ought to be over the feventh night of Moharrem, which is called Sb ki-cailor 
the nig'»t of the occifion, at which time the death of Hoffein the firft of ! a ds, is reprefented in a theatrical1 
manner and with theatrical fesnery. But two days more being taken by the Pevotees in lamentations, and in 
carrying the coffin* nr rather the catafalcoes to the graveand three day., more by the hirer-devotees in diftri* 
bulling drelfcd victuals to each ether and to the poor, the whole awkss-up twelve or thirteen days.

0 ’ 8 v1
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- ^ l io u fc .  Some of thefe women fell with their booty into the hands of the 

Police-officers; but fonie made good their el cape. As to the La ! its ot 

Abdollah-qhan’s race or bed, lo tar from {lining out of the houfe, they re

treated within their own chaftity; and covering themfelves from head to foot 

wit’ the veil of decency and modefty, they fat weeping in a circle, . thout 

any one offering to move or to avail herfelf of the d.fmal fccne which now 

was taking place. For Abdollah-qhan-Calhy, whom Abdollah qhin, his old 

friend and benevolent , mailer had entrafted, with the care of his Conforts, La-
,  at *** - ,

dies and Seraglio, no fqaner heard of the difafter tliat had befallen his benefacl-
°  3 Aftormnanro

or, than forgetful of all that was expected from him, even as an honed man qiun-
calii to his maf*

and ,a Gentleman, he carried the daringnt fs fo far as to put a facrilegious foot u tm  bmi.

within thofe facred precin£ls, and to give vent at ope and the fame time both to» 

his infamous lull and to his treacherous cupidity. He ivc - came to an under*

Handing with the Hindoo who commanded the guard (149) » anĉ  getting 

within the fani^uary of the wo;mr thofe two wretches feized and car

ried away whatever perform and effedls they could fix their claws upon; So 

shat this villain has ever been from that moment pointed out with the finger 

of deteftation, as a Renegado to his God, a traitor to his mailer and friend, 

and an invader of the moil facred rights of mankind. Fortune that had 

now turned her back on that forlorn family, feemed bent on rendering abor

tive every attempt made by any of its members; and Gholam-aal-qhan and 

"Nedjabet-aaly-qhan, two nephews of Abdollahqhan’s, who- by changing 

their apparel, and altering their frees, had endeavoured to make good their 

retreat to Djanfita, a town where they were born as well as himlelf, were in

tercepted by the way and carried to the Emperor.

T his Prince now fixed irrevocably on his throne, and freed from all an-
' - ............ .... ...... ■ —- . .. j ___________ _______ — — .   ----------- ----------------- ----- --------------- — -------- , ,. —  — r--------

( £49  ̂ The great men it; India prefer for their women, an Hu)dS guard to any othe r, as Hind8s cannot de
file themfelves wvth women different from their tribe, without incurring damanation in the other world, *>ni 
toeing interdicted fire and wate' j in this They cannot fo much as touch their water, or their water-pp** 
aheir knife* or make ufc of any tkin^ that has iu v e d  to them.
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: xiety and folicittlde, turned his thoughts towards the means of rewarding
*

that number of Generals and Lords, who had fo well deferved of his caufe.

Thofe whole golden nature and undebafed fidelity had beer, tryed in the fie- 

ry crucible of the late bloody battle, and found to be of a pure ftandard, 

were now expofed to the fun-Urine of diftintftion and favour, honored wLi a 

variety of titles and offices, and rewarded with high preferement. The fix- 

teenth of Moharrem having been fixed-on for the Emperor’s aufpieious de

parture from that memorable fpot, he mounted the Palefrey of atchieve- 

merit and vidory, and turned its reins towards the capital of his Empire, 

fbortening his diftance, and haftening his march with fo much expedition, 

that on the nineteenth, he was already at the monument of faint Nizam-ed- 

din-Evliah, in which venerable fpot he performed his devotions, and be

llowed favors and liberalities on every one of the attendants. Here he 

fpent two days in expedition of a lucky moment; in which time he 

raifed Haider-c81y-qhan’s grade by a thoufiuid horfes, foas tomakehim aMan- 

fobdar of eight thoufand troopers, with the effedual command offeven. Saa- 

det-qhan was honoured with the title ofBahadyr-djung, or Valliant in battles, and 

decorated with the infignia of the Mahl or fifli (160), whilft a variety of favours 

and offices were pouring on every one of their friends and dependants; but 

Nedjabet aaly-qhan having been brought-in whilft the Emperor was beftow- 

ing preferments and diftindions, that Nobleman was received with a look of 

compaffion, and configned over to Haider c81y-qhan’s cuftody.

11* 11 k fo matters bring over, and the Ceremonial of the Emperor’s entry into 

his capital, being adjufted, he now thought it high time to fhevv himfelf to his 

people. This aufpieious event happened on a Saturday, being the twenty-fecond 

of Moharrem, in theyear 1133 of the Hedjrah, in the middle of a pomp and an 

eclat that dazzled theeyes of all the beholdersin the very fun-fhineofa fine day,

(150) This C'fign, which is fo uncommon in hindoAan, i, more common in Decan i it is a fifli of copper gilt fouf 

feet in length, carried horizontally upon the point of a fpear; and this anfigtj is always joined to another which 
i» a human head, alfo of copper gilt, carried uorxuoatally likewise,,upon the point of a fpear.

/ . whim
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' fL-rwhilil the regions of the air, were rent as high as the fphere of the moon and fan, 

with the mingled founds of an infinity of trumpets and kettle-drums. The Em

peror’s cortege was followed and preceded by lofty c’ephants, refplendent with 

gold and filver-trappings; by beautifiil llave-boys and young men, in gold- try f̂Mai*,^
] Ihali’sin.tne ca-

clo* 0 ; by thrones and Imperial chairs of gold and by fedans of jewel-work ; by pital> 

embroideredenfignsandftreamersequally fuperb and elegant; and by crowds of 

fervants fhining in gold and filver tifl’ue, that fhed fuch a luftre, as rendered the

fun’s rays of ifnaU value in comparifon: All thefe were interfperfecl amongft bo-
• 18 " ’ '■ .

dies of troops that marched in battle-array, and in ranks differenced by rows of 

commanders and noblemen, all ad vantageoufly mounted, and all confpicuousby 

the brightnefs of their arms, as well as by the richnefs of their apparel. Already a 

number of the moft beautiful horfes with enamelled faddesof gold and jewel- 

work, were announcing from afar the Emperor’s approach ; ~->d now this Pd»c<* 

adorned by all the graces of youth and beauty, was making his appearance 

mounted on a mountain-like eleptW.u and feated upon a throne that blazed 

with a profufion of jewels and elegant ornaments, l ie directed his march 

through Che Adjmir-gate, fprinkling his way with handfuls of gold, and enrich

ing by fuch a kmg forgotten liberality, a multitude of needy people, that had 

this long while fixed the eyes of expectation on fuch an aufpicious moment: In  ̂ ^

the victorious moment ot the fifth hour of the day, he arrived at the Imperial introduction in
to the Imperial

caftie, and landed at his auguft habitation; where the Emprefs Cadeffiah, his mo- feagiio.

ther, with a Cortege of chafte Princefies and Ladies of the higheft diftinction 

was waiting for him at the inner door of the facred apartment. I he Empr eis- 

mother holding a large plate of gold and filver, filled with gold and filver 

coins of feveral denominations, as well as with a variety of gems and precious 

iewels, poured the whole as a libation over his head; and alter wifhing him a 

long and profperous reign, Ihe introduced hun by the hand within the Impeiial 

fanCtuary.
SECTION
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Promotions at Court*—death of the Fezir— the Emperor ref/fes the roverfion of 
the decea fed’s immenfe eftate— a Per fan adventurer fet$ up a whimfical new 
feci— the Carnal(c ravaged by waters— troubles in GSjdrat, ir Adjmir, in
Cabol and in various parts of the Empire— curious expedient of the Etn- 
peror’s to render his per Jon more accoffiLlc— he takes a* con fort— ’Nizam el-tnulk 
made V'dir, endeavors to introduce, but in vain, a reform at court— The Em
peror to. rid hitnfilf.bf Niwam-el-mulk's gravity, gives hint the government of 
G 'drat•— A girl called Cfi ki been mes a female Minfer, rallies at the Emperor : 
efiminacy and difor decs at Cvcrt— S’tphtentfs of the Emperor—-A war undtr hand 

. between the E v 'dfor on ' fide, and Nizam-elmulk, his deputy, on the other 
- —the letter defeats Mnbariz-qban, and finds Nuzurs of Congratulation t§
C ; trt, as i f  the Imperial arms had been F Jorious— The h it Fczic Abdollah- 
qban, po'fined— Ser-bSlend-qban appointed General from court, beats Nizam- 
el-mulk's troops, and wrefts the G ift rat out of his hands— the Marhattas 
feverek handled by Nvijoteddin-'iUy-qhm. L'eictenant to Ser k$iend-qhatt,—» 
immenfe acqtiyions of Jo tie favorites, reficned—i be vi .Ionovs Ser-hBlead-qhao, 
tirgleJeJ'andftperfeJed— be beats his rival, the Gentoo Prince, and then goes 
to in fit him alone— the Marhattas, excitedly Nizam -el-tnulk, make conquefis 
in IJindfian— Mal-va vigor ofiy defended by its governor— the Marhattas conquer 
la ‘ b G jdjrat.andMiha.— Calm-qbarf heroically refines his father Mahmd-qhats 
B ’ imps f . o n em 'neat dan >-:r— -[edition at De bli on acco ent of a Hadji murdered 
by Gentoos:— the Makrattas continue. their ravages—-an ittfielipus flench pervades 
all Hindcfian— a feverefrfi at Debit, where the river freezes— ridiculous expe
dition again ft the Marhattas.—terrible rain of thirty hours in Debli and its 
neighbourhood.—fugitives enormity of Adjadj'i, Zemindar of Optra, ■who i| 
punifhedr— introduction to the revolutions of Bengal—origin and\ rife of Ally- 
verdi-qh.in s family—.-reduced to the utmofi mifery, he hardly finds money to repair 
to Sbndja-qhan's tourt in Srefia, where he is employed, and where he approved 
himfilf a goo. ( jficer, a good Soldier, and a good financier.— Djfier -qban, Go
vernor of Bengal, thinks of procuring his patent to his own grandfon, Ser-Efraz- 

qbun—but is fjgphnted by his fon-in-lazvShudjah-qban— Sir-Efraz-qhan fubmits
—.to
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to his father— excellent cbarahter of Shudjab-qhan— he promotes AlU-verffi • 
relations to offices in fa te — -Alli-verdi-qban appointed Viceroy of Admabad,
adopts his own Nephew and grandfon, Mirza-mehmed, alias Seradj -ed-dliSla_-

‘ bis excellent conduct in his Government— an expedition againjl the Marbattas 
ty  foth the Fezir and §handbZran, who prove defecfive both in courage ami 
k talents Sa&det-qhan alone, Jacce/sfulagainjl the Marhattas— his ardor damp
ed by the je Aonfy of the twp‘Imperial Gene cals.— The Mar hattps avail them- 
fives of-this fu [pence to turn the rear of the Imperialifs, and to plunder the 
flbtirbs of the capital—-the Emperor with his whole Council confents to pay a 
tribute to the Markauas— Seif-qhan, an old Parti fan of the two brothers, turn- 
ei>.out of his Djaghir and fa in— ruin of the town of Di.in-fta.— a feeling def 
cription of it- tremendousfgns in the air by which heaven fgnifies its zvrath,

Jm L. L I T T L E  after this ceremony Abdol-femed-qhan, Viceroy of Lahor, 

who had fet out early with his fon Zekaiiah-qhan, Ms General and Deputy 

Aghyr-qhan, and fome other Noble perfonages, but could not arrive in time, 

was adrmued r3-the honour oi paying his obeifance, and diftinguilhcd by a 

chefs of honor, a. circlet of jewells, a poniard and feveral. other noble prefencs.

Zeckan '.h-qhan had his grade railed by a thoufand horfes, and no.v his com

mand became of full five thoufand. Radja Djehi-fing, and Radja Gurd-hur,

» not being arrived in time, were on the commencement of Safer admitted to the 

ttappinefs bf'kiflmgthe ground of the Imperial prefence, and they were tran- 

qillzied with a remiiTion of their tranfgreffions and pad error s. An order was if- 

fued a little after to put in force the capitation-tax upon the Gentoos; but it was 

remitted on an elegant apology which Djchi-img made for them. Nizam-el- 

mulk’s petition, congratulating the Emperor on his victory, and wifhing him, a 

length of days and a profperous feign, was honoured with a glance of the Im- Promotion at
; . . . .  .  Court.
penal eye; as did another fupphque from Moorfhaod-cooly-qhan, Viceroy of 

Bengal, which was fraught with congratulations on the viftory, and a pray- x 

er for length of days and dominion; it announced likewife the arrival 

of the Revenue from that province, with another large fum by way of 

Nazutv. Honors and dignities were bellowed that day on a number of

L  1 nobles;
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N'ŷ 5L̂2< nobles: Haider-c81y-qhan was decorated with the title of (151) Muez-ed-
ddSIab, over and above that of Nalfyr-djung which he had already, as was 
Zafer-qhan with that of Rofhan-ed-do8 lah. The fuperintendence of the 
body-guards was conferred onr Saadet-qhan; and Zeckariah-qhan received he 
government of Cafhmir in lieu of Ynaiet-ollah-qhan, difmitled. But on 
a Tuefday, being the tvventy-fecond of the firft Reby, the Emperor being 
gone out with a hunting party, an harcara paeffenger informed him that his 
Vezir Mahmed-aamin-qhan, had been fetzed with fo*fudd-:n and fo excrq- 
eiating a pain in his bowels, as would deprive him of the honor of holding 
the Imperial ftirrup. The next day his d.idem per increafing in violence, a to
tal alteration was perceived in that mibifter’s perfon; and his Cholic aug
menting from moment to moment, role to fucha heigbth, that the remedies of 
phyffeianu fkilful men produced no effedl: a terrible vomiting took place, 
and he threw towards nothingnefs the garment of his exigence; in fo much 
that on the twenty-ninth of that fame month he departed towards the regions 
of eternity, after a fhort lived miniftry of three months and twenty-two days.
His eftate, mightily fwollen by his confifcation of Hoffem-aaly-qhan’s for

tune, and the feifure of his baggage, and by feveral favings and benefits, 

was fo amazingly great as to be reckoned only by corors, and yet it was 

left entirely to his heirs; but by his death the people of God were releafed 

from the oppreffion they were likely to fuller. They fay that intending to 

enlarge his palace, and to enclofe more ground within its yard, he with a 

Aingle command of his had difpoflefled feven hundred houfe-keepers of his 

neighbourhood (152), who all quitted their homes and delivered their keys 

to Ins officeis, Neverthelefs after his death all thefe were returned to their

( . 5 <) M ^ d - d ^ U gnifiesthe honoured of the Empire, a, U ufjr-djw v  fignif.es, the fuccourer m buttes.

(15z) This to an Toropean ear cannot found but very fcarfh; b. t it is not fo with an Indian, who knows that 
nothing. »  more c m on rlw .Cob., It fm I rh del e.i tenements on rented grounds, where it is always exphin- 

and as o f* , fubunderftood, that the Land-Lord at fo many days warning can recover his landj fomePme, 
the term .s fixed, ofttmer it is indefinite. And fuch things happen every day in great towns , nor would the 
author himfelf have been fcaudalifed at all, had he not conceited as much antipathy , that minifter »
***** mlIuller ‘“ d conceived againfl the Siyds, of which tribe the author himfelf, was a xnok higottec! member.

( t i i f owners
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~ ; owners by Camer-eddin-qhan his fon, who on his being acknowledged his

heir, renounced the invidious acquifmon, and exchanged if for the applaufe

%£ mankind and die bleffing of God. It is on luck an occafion that '4tun .'**
' * ■’ \

cne may obferve of Mahmed-flbah, who was generally taxed with tena-mMtj
Cify and parfimony, that he does not appear to have really had fuch a 

character, frnce on Mahmed-aamin-qhan’s demife, the imperial treafury 

was pretty much drained; for the mighty futns drawn from all parts of the 

^Empire by the two brother Seids having been very much thinned by their 

v immenfe levies and preparatives, the Emperor had been very little benefited 

by what remained in their coffers, the whole having been made away by the 

pillagers of the army and by his own generals; fo that the ornaments of 

gold and filver which decorated the public and private halls of audience, 

and which in thofe days of calamity had. been torn away and ■ • med into dam

ped coin, remained tmreplaced t triat day; and the halls themfelves with 

the other apartments, wanted a the rough repair immediately: neverthe- 

iefs when the lift of the deceafed minifter’s property came to be pre- Th0 Empe.
ror refutes to

fented to the Emperors (and it amounted to feveral corors, reckon- accepts rever- 
1 lionof hiseilate.

ing only the gold, filver, gems and precious fluffs;) he payed no atten

tion to it, and ordered the whole to be left to the natural heirs; and yet 

it was an eftablifhed cuftom with all the Emperors of the Babrian family, 

nay, with all thofe of the Timurian race (153), to take poffdTion of the ef- 

flates and wealth of their deceafed minifters and fervants, to the exclu- 

fion of the natural heirs; to whom they were pleafed to vouchfafe as a 

favour fuch a {hare as they thought they deferved, or it was their pleafure

(153) This remark of our author's as well as the laft is to be understood with a Grano Satis. What if 
the Emperors of the B.vbrian family ihould have promoted their houfehold-flaves to the higheft polls of the 

Hate ? And what, if the confifcation being always expelled, thofe flaves become minifters of Itate, always took' 
care of their families before hand ? and what, if thsfe families, fenfible of th: approa hing ltorm, always ma 
naged fo, as that the imperial officers (hould not find at home, but fo much as had been left there on pnrpofe ?
Jfor are all thefe many fupp&itions wholly groundlefs: they are no more than what the author himfeif 
mentions with regard to tiie confifcation of a viceroy of Moltan, reputed imra wifely lich.
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