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t( I come only to requeft of you a travelling equipage, and fome money to clc- 

fray my charges.” This fpeech which was delivered with all the franknefs of 

an okl foldier, aflonifhcd the by-ffanckm, and the Gen too Prince more than any: 

he had his enemy in In’s power: neverthelef?, flruck with the General’s high 

character, and with the anecdote it brought to his mind, he thought his honor 

concerned in oliiging him to the utinoft of his power; and fending for his Stew­

ard and treafurer, he ordered thorn to comply with rvhatever diredions Scr- 

hSknd qUn fhoulci give them. A little before the end of the v-iffr/the Gene­

ral having again mentioned the former friendfhip that had fubfifted between 

him and the Gentoo Prince’s father, offered to renew the tics o f it, and to 

f  rengthen them a new; he took down his own plain turban, and put it upon 

Abi-fing s head, and railing up the latter’s turban, which was enriched with a 

variety of gems of mighty value, he put it (224) upon his own; after which 

they embrace ! each other again in token of fHeiidfliip and brother-hood ; and 

he departed content and fatisf/ed to his own camp : where the money and 

equipage arriving form after, ha quitted the country and took his journey 

- towards the Capital. But all this manauvre gave much difeontent at Court; 

and QhandSoran informed that contrary to his own pleafure and to the Imperial 

command, he had dared to come to a battle with an Imperial Governor; after 

which only the General had thought of setting outfor the Capital; he wasexceed- 

ingly incenfed; and he Co far exafperated the Emperor againfl him, that a ge­

neral order was Cent to tire guards of the high-ways to flop- hin whenever he 

fhould make Ms appearance, with injundions to hinder his advancing one ftq> 

farther until he had obtained a pardon for his miffkmeanour. Moreover two 

hundred guards extraordinary, were Cent, one half towards the road of Adjmir
■ *“ **■ ' ' ‘ ' * ---------- ---- ------- ------ ----- —-- - - . ....... J!

(«H ) The turbanbeing a very delicate yieee of-Malmnl or thin Mi din of about two feet in breadth atuHbom 
fifty to a hundred feet in length, may Vi-embroidered; and in dieffes of Ceremony, add in Q lylaats, it is.smb.'oi- 

-dered ; but cannot be. ennctpr'wiJb the Sr.rpitcb, 1 owever, is often enriched with jewels. It is b.m.-nl
round the Turban clofe to 1 Se forehead,.and accompanies the face elegant y. The Gt too P> mcc prnb ibly wore *
on hisTuiban aCalghyj arid this-is always an aigrette of jewel work, and alia aSer-bend, which is alto apiece of 
jewel work, and is lajted fiat on the fore part of the Turban,
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and the other half towards that of Aeber-abad, in which flation they waited his 

coming. The General being arrived about this laft City, was flopped Short 

by the Imperial order, and forbidden from advancing farther. Ser-bSHd- 

qhan, obliged to tarry for feveral days at that dry in order to deprecate the 

Emperor’s difpleafure and to obtain leave to proceed to court, was fet upon 

by the difbanded troops that accompanied him: they mutined, rofe upon him, 

and fiercely afked their arrears, and were ready to commit infolencies. Luckily 

for him, that Saadet-qhan was then in that City : this .^Viceroy, who remem­

bered to have once ferved under Ser-bSlend-qhan, and to have been promot­

ed by him to a higher command, was fhocked to hear the iofuks likely, to 

• be offered to his old umander; and he feat him a refpedful meflage 

ing, “ that if he were pleafed to refer theie mutineers and their anaars to 

« him, liis faithful fervant and grateful well-wifher, he would undertake 

“ to fatisfy their claims.”  This generous meffage inflead of focthing the Ge­

neral’s grief, ferved only to wound his pride: he politely declined the offer, and 

anfwered “  that thanks be to Providence, matters had nor come yet to fuch 

f  a height, as that he Ihould prove burthenfome to his friends.” After this 

anfwer, he went into the apartment o f the Ladies (225), and taking ffqjne 

gold which he kept within for a refource, he difcharged tire arrears due to 

tnofe troops, and the tumult fubfided qf itfelfj

T hu inconfiderafe and difgraceful infults that had been offered to fo 

meritorious a man as Ser-b81end-qhan j and the ungrateful and impolitical 

behaviour of the Minifters in general, put Nizam-efmulk upon his own 

guard: he took warning and refolved to give them full occupation hence­

forward by engaging the Marhattas to invade Hindoftan; he applyed to Ba~

(21 i)  It is ncedlefs to report here thatwa always tr?nfi?fe the wort! Wiram  and Baram-hra, by the word 
faniSitury, and thofe words fignify full as much, a place forbidden to HP>y <>• *, hut it is not needlefs to repeat that 

yublick money is often kept with n the feraglio, as a place highly refpected ; anti chat private money, or rather 
the privy putfe, is always kept there, even private men keep their mom j  there. -
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c’jbao, thrprincipal man of the Cctirt of Saho Radja (2.26), who was 3 Ge-

M al of a high character in thofe parts and of a h?gh pedigree, as drawing his

origin from' the Rad jas'Simbha and Sevai, the founders of that Empire. He

propofed to ft:m to conquer the Malva- from the hands of Radja GSrhd- tasT^Sby
tt 1 , . Nizamei-m«k,
hue, the Governor of that fine province; and to recover the Gudjrat md# tn» Nat* 

from the hands of Radja Abi fing-rathor; of atleaft toruinand defblate thofe two 

Cb rnt-nts, fo as to render them of nO ufe to his enemies. Nothing being more 

Welcome at ail times to the Marhattas than fuch propofals, Badjirao and the 

other Marhatta rulers, affembled a mighty army with which they invaded both 

the Muiya and the GSdjrat at one and the lame timet in the latter they gain­

ed leve ah ■ dyantages over Abi-fing’s Lieutenants and ', undefed a great ex­

tent of country; but this was not the cafe in Malva: RadjaGurd-hur, who 

commanded in that country with a fmall body of troops, could not bear to 

fee his country, ravaged; and being a man of valor and even of temerity, he 

engaged feveral times Badjirao, after having in vain requefted affiftance from 

rbr<" afAlal. His repeated fupplications to the throne, and his reprefentations to 

the minifters, produced nothing; and that brave man, having confumed his 

fmall force in that war of endlefs fkirmi hes, at laft' fell himfelf, and was ftripped its eoVk̂  

of the garment of exigence. He was fucceeded in his command by Radja 

D'ia-bahadyr, a relation of his, and fon so the brave Chebileram; who purluing 

Gurd-Iv .r’s plan, did not ceafe to barrefsche Marhattas, givingthem no reft, and 

taking none himfelf; and he wrote to the principal minifters, “  that fo long as he 

« lived,;he would provelike a wall in thepafTage of the enemy towards Hindof- 

*< Ran; but that after his death the minifiry might depend upon their fpreading 

« like an inundation all over die Empire/' None of tliefe reprefentations

produced any thing; and that brave man was at laft flam in an engage*
... .....  -- -- -   — -■ ■■ — ■ — - —  ■—--- ---------------- -------------- f •—

(,*.26) Sa8h-Radia fignif i  ir is raid,'the glorious Kings Ssvai is the name of that warlike Prince that gave fa 
much exercife to AOWnfzib, and fowttft means to plunder the rich city of Surat of one Coror.—But as we have 
been mentioning fo many Gent oo words, it will not be improper to add the words of SrvZi, Magur aud Pkeor that 
occur in this work are names o fvlans or of Gentoo families of confccpicnce
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njcnt, in which he departed the confines of this fragile world, It was in tl 

year 1145 of the Hedjra. The minifter little affcclcd by this death, appointed 

Mahmed-qhan-bangafii to fuccee.l hint, with full powers to manage the affairs* 

o f Mhlv.i; and the latter advanced as far as Oodjeiu; but as the country was 

ravaged on all directions 'by.the Marhattas, he could not takercotjn it; and 

the court didatisfied with his luke •warrnnefs, gave his government td, Radja 

I)jehi-fjng-fevai. It was in the year 1145, and this was alfo done by Qbojsdcd- 

ran’s advice. The new Governor, who inclined to the ,'Mui hattasy by prin­

ciple of religion, proved full as luke-warm in his adminiftration; anqdid no­

thing worth notice. However his advice prevailed j for three years after, the 

•Court, whether out of weary nefs, or out of Ibrae new principle i.uprnticvsv' 

thought proper to confer the government of that country on Badjirao hirpklf; 

and in that, manner the Maiva palled under die Marhatta dominion. Nor • 

did theG^djrat meet with a better fate: theMarhattas-availing‘ihcmfelvesof. 

Abi-fing's incapacity and neglect , made them !elves mailers of the whole coun­

try ; and this conqueft, which occUfiont-d an infinity of the itii: ifehplV

Ths-MaUary rdcrvcci only to exliibit in glaring colours., all the incapacity of the .minifter* 

Susdjr& d and all the: wcaknefs of the admi;fiftratioa To remedy fuch diforcl./a

required the. £rong hand of valor, and the curbing grafp of zeal and pro-’ 

wei's; .but this was more than could b$ expected from, a fet of men defti- 

tute of perlonal courage, and loft, to all fenfe of honor. And indeed what, 

figure can tb. iox cut in the lion’s den? and what can be expected from a 

wooden, f.v dogpofedto a keen fteely:blade ?. QhamidSran having fancied to 

•Itimfelf that -th-s evils that were undermining, the Empire of Hindoftan could 

.b,e remedied by dint of.policy; and loft countries, recovered by art and cunning, 

expedited to bring every thing Into order again by a knack at negotiation, and
• •' • ‘ • ''V ' ■' 1 t . ' '' ■’ V' N

by tricks o f icgei'-clo-rnala: he even'had the f0.lJ.y4c; think that fuch powerful
i  ^ ;. .,-v

enemies ns’Nizain-el-mulk and the Marhattas, might be rcc pccd. to order by 

keen raillery, and overawed by a battery of bon mots plating in proper time.

This
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This was juft lighting a fire upon the furface of a • >f vatef.' Thi*' 'i- f* .

neral this irfinifter was excebingly unhicky: e tv y  fcl.t me -which he ptq'Lf*

ed, turned out to the detriment and dishonor of"the Empire; io that the fac* 
i  ' ’ ■», >' 1 '

tious grandees, fenfible of die debility of adminilhation, wc e confirmed in their

febemes of independence and revolt: the field of difienumi grew wider and

wider; arid the mate;ials of a revolution becoming daily more abundant, feetn-
| P  L 'M  ’ ' ' ‘ . . . .  _ . > %  ,

n.ov<:r to be aHembled in heaps. Such a (late of things recMired quite

aaotne'i mar ^^,/^a^d68;ian: and to lop of that towering treeot ihf.ibordina-

tion and ^rdependence which was perpetually Shooting forth new branches oil
«

all fides, equired the finewy arm of tome aGive'valorous prince, who after har- 

ing h/l^itJdown with repeated blows of his battle-axe {honk!find figacify 

enough in uimfelf to dig out all its roots, and to tear them one by one;

Nothing,lefs could anfwer the neceffities of the ftate than the exertions of fuch
* V' ; ', ' »

vigorous minifters, as a Zolficar qhan and a Hode'in-aly-qhan, two men, 

who with a flrOng arm, would have bpnt the necks of. tefra&orynefs within 

the filing of ^rir bows, and Id, angled it at once,

■ pIIE Mariuttas now. efiabliiheJ k> their con quells of Mdva and GSdjrat, 

found their views enlarged ; and encouraged by the tlillnefs and puiillanimity 

of an adminittration that feemed motionlefs, and gave but faint ligns of life, 

thev now commenced af.firing to fame more acquifitiorw, being- continually4
bufy in providing quarrels, with the Impefial governors their next neighbours : 

little by little they ihetched their feet within tin: frontiers of the provinces, of 

Ecber-abad and Ilah-abad ,drove the Fod rears next to their own ConqueRs and 

infenfibly extended their limits to the detriment of the Imperial territory. Vv LUl 

the Marhattas were perpetually encroaching on the Imperial territory, Mah- 

med qhan-banpfii, filled the Ghazenferr-t'j mg, or Lion in war, had afi'em- 

bled a good army from his own ch i, that is from the RohiDa Afghans, and 

a train of artillery fibm fits lortrefles, which he marched into ‘the country of

Bundelcund, a. dependence of Ilah-abad, with intention to make a conquefl
of

- -  * f i  ( 3 X 7 ■ - | ■ j
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of it, and to drive away the Radjas Cheterfal and Naga, the rnoft powerful 

princes of that region. He advanced into the very heart of the country, made 

himfelf matter of all the ftrong holds; and having feized on the capital, he 

refolved to take; his rainy-quarters in it, in order to accuftorn his new iujeit 

to the yoke. The difpoflefled Radjas with the other princes of that tract, 

fenfible of the weaknefs of the Empire, and making as little account of the Mi* 

nifter’s refentment as of his influence and attention, turned their v ews t • * 

wards the Marhattas of the great NagpSr (227): (a city w& regto. that cught 

to be reputed a dependence of Aoreng-abad, face it is in the Fix vince of 

Barar, which is on the back of the Bundelcund;) or poffibiy they applfod to the 

generals left by Badjiraoat Oodjein, the capital of his new conqued tT ^Talva,

Be it as it may, the difpofTefftd Radjas, on promifihg a fum of mo <cy and a 

ceffion of part of their territory, obtained an army of Marhattas, with which 

they returned into Bundelcund, where Mahmed-qhan-bangafll, had thought 

himfelf fo fecure in his conqueft, that he difmiffed the greateft part of his 

Afghans to their homes, retaining only a (mull bedv 7 and as uc had been 

Mahmed-qhan- t0°  *‘x^e b me xri ^ie counl'’ v to be informed of all its inlets and pages, the 

thTBuoIt’ ucunds UifpofkjTed princes found means to be upon him, before he had any admee
and is befieged,

of their coming. He had hardly time to mount his horfe and to march with 

what little force he found under his hand; but being foon over powered 

by numbers, and obliged to quit the field, and to think of foroe place of 

fhelter, he after wandering two or three days, found a fort called Djeit-gur, 

where he had juft time to throw himfelf with his troops and followers, and 

where he was immediately befieged; and the Radjas with their Marhattas 

were fo intent in their bufinefs, that not a blade of ftraw could find its way to 

the fort. As a great multitude of all fexes and ages had taken (belter in it,

(227) Great Nagpoor is fo  called from its extent, andalfo to (lifting?? it ft orn rK otaor little Nagpoor, which h  

»town in the w e fo n t dependencies of Bengal. Great Oagpoor is at fo tr or five hi tdred coffes' Couth weft of' 
Calcutta, and the refidenee of a Jfamily of Marhana princes that are powerful a«d fe ta  to adU tooft inder-cn. 
ifcatly from the court of Fona.- *

? •
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a Scarcity ofproviffons was Foon felt; and itfoon ended in a complete famine.

Cows, bodes, and affes came foon to be eaten ; things horrid became food; 

and a oead bead attracted a thoufand eyes. Ivor was it pofhhlc to receive any 

fupply without, or to get out of the fortrefs. Such a date of didrefs could 

not long remain concealed from Mahmed-qhan’s family. On the fird news of 

the blockade, his confort and children had quitted Feroh-abad, the place of wfoS
,  , own fan, who

rar r iulence, and had repaired to the capital, where with cries and tears 

ihey J-ia in’tnuicu minider’s affidance, and tire Emperor’s attention; no 

omn tooi notice of them, or minded their defolation; and this forlorn family 

ln defpaf, applied, as a lad refource, to their own tribe and clan, the Afghans 

of tĥ> WhiUcund. The mother feat her veil round amongft their principal 

men; and Caim-qhan, the elded fon, addrefied them himfelf, Such afpec* 

rude produced a full effect; the Afghans touched with the deep didrefs of fo 

principal family, refolved to make an effort in its behalf, and to five 

their countrymen from impending deitniction; and having put up with the 

little monepanaj-wdr v, men the mother and fon could afford to didribute 

amongd them, they affembled in numbers, and appointed that fon himfelf to 

iead them to adion, as their general. The Afghans by inceflaqt marches, ar­

rived in the nick of time, attacked the befiegers, and getting ro the gate of 

the forterefs, they drew out Mahmed-qhan-bangafh and their countrymen, and 

carried them fafe to Ilah-abad; an adion ever memorable, by which this worthy 

fon immortalized himfelf, in faving his father’s life. But the miniders likewife 

performed their part from the capital; and as a punition to Mahmed-qhan- 

bangafh, for his having rhifearryed balds expedition, lad,a battle, and differed 

himfelf to be blockaded, they deprived him of his government of IJah-abad; 

which was trasferred to Ser-b8lend-qhan, whole roifdemcanors were now for­

given. This general accepted *he employment, but fent thither his fo n, Qhane- 

zad- qh’.n, as. his deputy; md himfelf remained in the capital, but however, 

without much appearing at Court, his difeontent being fuch that he moftly 

kept himfelf in his own houfe. A



A s t r a n g e  accident tlofed the end of this year, the Qhaff-qhana ofHaF* 

strange event* der-cSly-qhan’s (2.2S), took- fire of itlelf", and [mothered its mailer. But the be
at the end of the
a^egiAmnJ gining of the next year, was no lefs remarkable in fihgular events: On Wed- 

nsefday, the eighteenth of the fecoad Djerhady, m the year 1136, two or three- 

hours after-fuff riling, Mahmed-yar-qhan, Nephew to- ShatftaS-ahan the an- 

tient lord of lords, a nobleman who fo early as. the times of Aoren^ub, had 

always enjoyed the government of the Province of. Shah-djehan- bad jf 

Dehly, departed his life on a Hidden, and repaired 'to 'Lc ma«iKns G divihb- 

mercy; and a few days after, being a Friday, the office of Miratefhy or 

Grand Mafter of the boyl hold and of the artillery, vacant by Hafter-CSlysr 

qjhan’s demife, was. entrufted rt> Muzafer-qbatv (d)y brother to vjjhi : ,'fn’"' ,4i 

In. this fame year the Magazine of powder that went by the name oi 'b3:i barr­

el-mulk’s, having taken fire, blew up, and carried with it the fceeple of Ff. 

roz-fhah ’&>. with the buildings adjoining:; and the whole was torn from 

it foundations and thrown at feme diftknee. In this year alfo the brave Nedj- 

eddin-aiy-qhan repaired to the manfions o f 'divine- mc^ty; asr.d his go­

vernment of Adjmir was bellowed on Muzafer-qhan, who was already err- 

truftedwith the high office of Mir-atdhy or Grand Mafter of the Imj/eria*! 

houfeholdv On the Wednefday of the tenth of the fecorid Diemadv, in the 

year 1141, the Emperor felt an acceflion of fever and ficknefs; but it ended in 

a Hill recovery. In the lame year, being the month of Shaaban, news came 

to court that the Marhattas of GScljrat, had advanced Moto the-contiguous 

phe country of Radja Abi-ling’s. The-Gentoo Prince who had jtift been ex­

pelled from that kingdom, finding: bis hereditary dominions attacked, ob-

(228) A Qhatfcqhnna is s ''mall roorri mr.c'e Up of four walls and a tent like roof, the mate-inls of which are 
f°lely, of Qhafs, a long gntf , that finks tie- p in the ground, cud exhales an agree,hie £r>e!l, Thcfe wall* 

tonftantly kept fprinkled with plenty of water '• the hot we. ther, emit by their innumerahle 
jn,eraicps a fweet f.cnted Zcpbir, that Hills-the foul to feep, u'jije twyellers f;!t! dead one the high wsvj. 
and poor-labouring people, pferifh by fcores. General Carnac once de■i.anifuw dv Wtudja-eiidbulah wheth r he 
fuffered molt from luat or fco.n cold }. from n it -er, atifvy.'red thij i-i ;idodany pr, 'ce : 1 make" my own. cli- 
ntatft? The avails are only one inch thick, and being bound with twine, may be put-up and lolded down exactly
like thole of a t.ni, -

*

(12>C) t3Jned

....; f ;;;-;. ; / .  *- ‘ * . ' 1 i , ■ v ..;
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Gained leave, and repaired in all fpeed to Djodehi-p8r-Merta, his capital.

About the end of this fame year, it being a Friday, the Pendjabi fhoe-ma- 

xers and feme other Muffuiraen tradefraen, rifing in a body, excited a great 

-difturbance. In the diforders ufual in the days of Hooly (227), one of their 

body, a man highly refpe&ed for his having been in pilgrimage to Mecca 

(228), iappened to be killed by the Gentoo jewellers, and that too, unjuftly; 

his 1”  d. -en 'hocked their complaints unattended-t© by a fet of inatten­

tive minifters, who rather inclined to favor the adverfe party; and unmind­

ed by a groupe of grandees, little addi&ed to religious confiderations, and Greatfeditioa 

who pay'd no attention to the account they would nave one day to render in count of a Hadji,
1 . murdered

the other . ..rid; left the body for three days together utipurified and unburied 

<229), refolved not t® meddle with it, unlefs they had revenged the man’s 

•death. The grandees, taken up, every one of them withconcerns of their 0Wh> 

were biify amortgftthemfelvcs; and hot one of them thought Ot affording eithd* 

y juftice or con'folation to thofe idjared ptople. Tht fhoe-makers mcenfed at

fncii a neglect, railed a fedirion, took poffedion of the great moique and for- 

f f  bade divine fervice to be performed or any prayers to be faid, or any body of

j ;‘ Mtdllilinen to affemble there, until their wrongs were redreffed : the Caziofthe

TheHooly is a Gentoo feilival where not on’y gaming » aHowdfor threeda?!’ but all kindsof rioting;
*,1 dilorders, fuch however as may be eKPefted from a ear,*, of ah amaring meckncfs
nefr Yet frays happ« fomttimte betweentha Ge iM°e, on * * * * *  wb< fe U ly  day ‘oemg * < *  «  -c *
lotion are immobile. and the Muffulmen on the other, wbofc feftivais and other ceremonies, being *«nar, " ■

. I  S ^ U w W e y t  ,•  The Hoo-y 1  *  three d a*  the third *  w U * at a W  eleven at night they burnfr, t l «
Isihe populace, naked, andbefmeared with,duft thrown at eachother by handbills b ra door, ofl rav , , J

, J Z  „  « * * » .  X j -  «
the MufdBueft that wore nt the* ’Muharrem or .day a nit /  h countrv- At what time

you that are in the wrong : an anfw r that did honour to the mart, go. .d lenie, H

|'  • Every i *  > .« .
A Hadji or png im, to his ta  v ,  -and tfci. name is hfeid m wsaerat.w.

If <*,.) Thebo.'y of a M mLan deeded is immediacy ftaved, wafted with a great fed  of w j^ ^ u red  up^

*. a  - *  »•  .... -  f t  » “ / ■
■ ether parts of his body ; nor can it be buried unlefs thefe «sM nave been pet wrm ,

T  £ c k ?
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city having attempted to pacify them, met with nothing but infults and dil— 

graces. The tumult being upon the increafe, at lad attrailed the attention of- 

the Court; and Carner-edd’m-qhan theVezir, as well as Zaifer-qhan the m > 

nifter, were feat on a Friday to perform their devotions, and to fee divine fer v ice 

performed in the Cathedral. They came with their own .retinues Susks. a numbcf 

of other Lords, and were preparing to commence prayers, v.hen the- u.Lied 

and much injured people, commenced curling i h t  reproaching the.,, > tb (J. 

mal-adminiftration as well as their (hocking f  ipineftefs anc> odious lukfl-warrhneis 

in what ever concerned Religion; and proceeding from words to deeds,'they fell 

upon them and put them to flight. Zaafer-qhan being elofely putTed, took 

flicker under the bucklers of the Afghan foldiers that accompanied, r mi; ;e 

flioemakers purfuing their blow, continued throwing their flippers at thofe 

guards and at the Lords and their foldiers, and put them to flight again. The 

Vezir alone, flood his ground; and on his ordering feme unboxed rockets to 

be fired and thrown over their heads, the feditious were reduced to fllence, and 

3 imprefled with feme fear, and the tumult fubfided a little;/ the Vedr feding i

it is annexed them reduced to fame order, addrelfed them in mod eft terms ■ and bv etnolov-
by the Vezir ’ " * t J
Camer-eddut. , fog, by turns,, expreflions of feverity and confoiation, he prevailed upon tlwra ' \

to difperfe. The Poet has (aid:

“  Firmnefs and condelcendeuce mull h* employed together t 
“  'Flic Chirurgeon that opens the vein brings his bandage with him.”

I lie tumult had rifen to fuch a height, that mofi of the grandees were in fid ted •

anti as the people were preparing to proceed farther, fome great event

as terrible as the day of Judgement might have taken place, but for the

Vezir’s exertions.

A t  the end of the year, between the months of Shevval and Zilcaadeh, 

there arofe for forty days together out 01 die ground, fuch an abominable 

flench all over the city, that the po >r and rich King equally affe&cd by it, 

were attacked by an epidemical fever that filled the houitft with fick; the

<3 3 2 .}  flwps !
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fhops and markets were (hut up; the flreets became defart, and the city look­

ed like a place forfaken by its inhabitants. People faid that they had never 

fe-sn or heard offuch a calamity. The flench and ficknefsfLjo), commenced at
An infeiitioo

Patna, and Ilah-abad, from whence it proceded to Ecber-abad and Dehly, and 

: -ied fpreading over Paniput and SerhencJ, until it extended to Lahor, 

ipped. By a favor of divine providence, none of the fick died; they 

■ d, except a very whofe laft hour was already arrived. This 

J L , , . evert was folio .ved by a ftranger one; the winter proved Co very fevere
c v c ; Strange froffcthis year m Shah-djehan-abad and old Dehly, and its environs, thatthe water 

wor ld f eeze in vefiels of copper which were all burfl. Running waters, 
an ' Lc dwy itBf froze likewilL This happened for three nights together in the 

month of Redjeb of the year 1143- It alfo rained ice in feveral places: this 
tiiahtful year ended by an expedition which the Emperor undertook.

O n  a Tuefday, being the fifth of Redjeb, oftheyear 1145 oftheHedjra, he 

fet out of the Citadel of Shah-djflnn-abad with his Vezir, Camer-eddin-qhan, .

the Lord,of Lords QLurtoHran, and his whole court, and marched to Eaz- 

abad and Berhot and Soniput, where he encamped, fpending a whole 

month in the pleafures of a general hunting. Returning from thence, He alight­

ed at a feat and garden called Betal-caatra (231), where he amufed himfelf 

with the beauty of the place: from thence he advanced to the banks of the river 

Djumna, which he eroded at Feroh bahfha’s feat and garden, where he fayed ten 

or twelve days. There, hearing that the Marhattas had made an Jncurfion as far 

as Ecber-abad, he rtfclved to march and to chadifethat race of free- hooters; and 

advancing two ftages more as far as the little river of Heniden, he encamped

, , t  t-wrdft h Centurv cb̂ t depopulated all Afi&and aU Europe/, ■% r*. ic remarkable that ths famous n ague, pt tpt tweitta L-en 1 . ..

j  w .  * 1  » h , . h .  -  * « .  * * *  -  « * *  -  ~
the northern world.

, „ n  B*-tel-caatra the m .  of j, W * W  From Shah-dphan-^d or Dehly It malt
( ri) cwtra ,, .u ■ n(K-<.l.>s it require t-.s owner slease to.b-obtervedthatanyarden and feats o ' l n i k . a . , 1  a r e , p o . w . n / h m . n o . o  . t et,t

go t  a n d t  amufe 4i « ,H  d n r  W , m -W j, * d  “ “  “  A  ^
« . arukid pond, a we i, » d  a cyOeru, * e  always deemed pious and pubkc

T  t 2. *
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at the Sera ( n \ )  of Burigjhil, where he f lo p p e d  feven or eight days. But the 

freebooters having difperfed and quitted thofe parrs, on the report of H i 

'  march, he returned by Taloutt to Feridaba.l, and on the month of Sevyal, he 

under the aufpices of fortune and profpcrity, alighted at his palace, the feat of

glory and royal pomp. \ ,v '

T h i s  hunting party of the Emperor’s ft-cmed to he only a prelude . 

thing more ferious: for on the fixteenth of Ramazan, m die vea, - die

Hedjra, about three hours and a half after fun-rp ng, Muzafer-qhan, brother to 

QhandSSraa and G and-mafter of the houfehold, received orders g> march 

and chaftife the Mirhatcas; he was in veiled with a Qhylaat, which he put 

on; and without giving himfelf time to go home, he marched at onap out of 

the city and encamped at the feat of Djivandas. It is true that the Mariet­

tas, after having completed the conquefts of GSdjrat and Malva, had conti­

nued their ravages and incurfions, op finding that no one moved from the 

capital to oppofe their ulurpations; but it is no lefs true, that they had been 

fatisfied with • fettling contributions, and then had reded a little: however, fa 

• foon as they faw that no notice was taken of their motions, they recommen­

ced again, affirmed the dominion of thofe diffrifts, and by encroaching upon 

one or two territories niore, they kept the imperial frontier in a retrogading 

pofture; till at .aft through perpetual encroachments and continued induftry 

on one hand, and the molt (hamefi.il negiect and mod barefaced fupinenefs, 

on the other, they poffefled themfelves of all the territories as far as GSaliar, 

which is a famous and import mi fortrels of Hindoftan, and quite in the neigh- 

fcauAootl of Ecber-abacl* Elated with tnele fucceffes, they talked no.lung

but"of new conquefts, being encouraged thereto chiefly by Nizam el-mulk 

who blew the coals of anunofity and conf.b'on, and excited them inceffantly

to new e^editions. The Marhanas, fenfibk of d'1 e weaki ?fs oc the Empire,
------------;—  -----------------------------------— — —  -------- -— *---------- -a — i—— - "«tr— --------- —

(* ,4} A  Sera, is a Caravan Jkra built of jtoue, brick, or thaw for tire accommoJatioi. >f travellers. Nona- 
‘ben of vdiujesarc built dofc to them, as well as towns.

and



... .̂... ...................................... ■ n
t ( W  n  ' M  U  T  A  C f  H  E R  I N. >89 \ Q 1

and convinced of die pufdlanimity of its minifters, did that as a compliment 

to Nizam-el-mulk’s interefcs, which they would have done of themfclves 

without any fuch motive or invitation: allured then of {o powerful a fupporc 

they advanced to the very gates of GSaliar, and puthed their contributions, 

as far as Ecber-abad on one fide, and as far as Adjmir, on the other- Qhan- 

do8ra.o, who was too knowing not to feel the confequences of fuch encroach­

ments, :(it who thought it improper to march himfelf againft them, fent Ms 

brother ivnraaffer-qban, to put a Hop to thofe encroachments: this was a man. 

fo full ojfhis own valour anc,. prowefs that he endleffiy talked of it The 

Empero/ difmifled hit 1 with a deal of diftin&ioa; and he fet out at the head 

of the J.nperial troops, as* well as of thofe belong'ng to feveral Lords, who to 

the number of two and twenty were commanded to attend him : fo that the 

whole formed a fine fpedhcle, and a vaft multitude that covered the plain.

Muzaifer-qhan invefbd with full power, and at the head of a numerous ar- 

my and a numerous artillery, put his foot in the ftirrup of authority and com­

mand, and marched out to encounter the enemy, relblved to give the Mar­

iettas battle. But thefe free-booters accuftomed to wage war only by fkir- 

milhes and incuriions, without ever coming to a general engagement, never 

ttn’ade a Hand before him, but kept him marching and purfuing, as far 4s Se- TheMarhat.1 c ran tas continue

roncf, where Muzafler-qhan thought proper to (lay. On this the Marhattas re-
s . . . . pile the general

turned, furrounded his camp, and by continual Ikitmifhes, fo {heightened his 

quarters, that provifions and neceflaries beeame lcarce in his army ; but he con­

tented himfelf with confervinghis perfon, and waiting for orders from his bro­

ther and from the Emperor. An order for his return being at lalb arrived, he was 

fadsfied with bringing his army entire, and he returned to the capital,‘where on 

a Tucfday being the thirteenth of M.iharrem, in the year 1147, he had the 

honor to pay his obeifance to the p--fence, and was complimented with a plate 

full of jewels and 1 ir which, he repaired to his own palace which had

been

3 s.sr>
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been at all times the fcope of his withes; and. where aims were (233) difo-i- 

buted by him, exvotoes payed by his friends, and Nuzurs offered by his favo­

rites and flatterers, in tharikfgivings to providence for its exertions in extri­

cating to illuftrious a general from the manifold dangers of that mighty expe­

dition; all, all with one common voice extolled the. amazing; abilities and 

the aftonifhing conduct he had exhibited in that dangerous campaign ; and 

they felicittated him and themfelves on his fafe return, as on a pie* of good 

luck that had been beyond their molt (anguine hopes: bur .yet psecole that 

Knew the man, and were unconnected with hi n, did not fail to mendoQ often 

the following verfe:

u  You to perform fach a b u finefs! Is it fo that the braves behave ?”

This year the forgiven prince Aly-tebar (234) fon to Aazem flrah, took his 

journey towards the manfions of divine mercy, it being the flxth of Moha- 

rem, and he was buried clofe to his mother Kerpa-pSry (235), in the Mau­

soleum (he had built for her felf. On the twenty fourth of the fecond Djema- 

dy in the fame year, the truft worthy of the Empire, the Vezir Camer-eddin- 

qhan, and the Prince of Princes, Qhandooran, were both appointed to chaf- 

tife the Marhattas, Both thefe heroes fet out together, and after having-fought 

the Marhattas for a long time together, they returned to the city together; 

and this expedition ended like that of Muzafer-qhans. On the return of 

thefe generals to the capital, the accurfed free-booters attacked and plundered 

the town of Sanbehr, which is only at a hundred cofTes from Shah djehan- 

abad. The Fodjdar of that place, by name Fahr8, to redeem himfelf and 

the town from fack and plunder, agreed to give them four elephants, and three 

lacs of rupees, with fame other effeCts; and he .punctually performed his part:

( 2S3 ) Thefe exvotoes and ceremonies are cuflomary when a roan comes back from an expedition or a voyage, 

fee the remark 59, Station r.

(ij4 ) The word forgiven is iifed ont of refpedl, and fignifies tilts Aly Tebar, %nifics of iljttflri-
•us race, an t *Mb of high deftioy.

($55) Kirpa-pSry is c rtainty a Oenfoo name; and fhe ntnfl have been either a Gen. to Princefs, who would 
not, like the other:, aflame a MulMroan name, or fotne dance-woman, taken into the a-raglio.

b u t
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ittfe freebooters after having been payed to the fall, layed their hands tip.
jt

on his perfon, and plundered him fo effectually, that he was left with no other 

property in the world, than the clothes on his back. The Cazy or Chiefjuftice 

o f the ’place, unwilling to truft to thofe infidels, gave way to what they call 

in Bindoflan, a point of honor, that is, he put to the (Word his Confort, his 

Children, and his whole family; and then taking to his arms, he with a few 

friends defended hisboufe m the laft drop of his blood; and it cannot be deni­

ed, T v  that he believed valiantly, and performed feats of provefs and bodily 

fb iiigdu It was after f  'ch calamities all over the Empire,that the elements Teem­

ed to have confpired ap'u \it tlW inhabitants of the capital. On the eighteenth of 

the fecond Reby of the year 1 148, in the evening of the Wednefday, a rain A 

commenced that continued for thirty hours together with fo much violence, Emf**™** 

that moftjofi the houfes fell down in the capital; and the little ft ream at the 

Sera of Rofhen-arrl, role to luch a heighth, that fe\ era! firearm of five feet in 

depth, ran through all the ftreets: and news came that the city o f Ecber-abad 

had likewife felt the fame calamity at the fame time.

W h i l s t  the Empire labored under the confufion we have mentioned, and 

ever/ one was making his particular profit of the troubles to pufli his own 

point, no wonder that a Zemindar, that is, a man reftlefs and refractory by na­

ture and by trade, Ihould afpire at independence. Adjadj8, a Zemindar of the 

Checlaw of Corra, availed bimfelf of the weaknefs of the miniftry, to revolt 

againft the Fodjar of that did riff, under whofe command he was; and ha 

ving killed him, and plundered his effeffs, he moreover took pofllflion of 

his family. The Fodjdar was no lefs a perfon than Djan-neffar-qhan, brother 

to .the Vezir Camer-eddtn-qhan. The latter ftiocked at the enormity of the 

crime, lent Azirn-olfah-qhan. his kinfrnan, to punifh the Zemindar, and to norm 1 ty of a
, Zcmiudar.

refeue the deceafed’s family and confort from his hands. But Adjadj8 who 

was accuftomed ib mife Vief, and knew how far he had become obnoxi­

ous, quitted hri ufual refidenceto Azim-ollah-qhan, and retired to fomepart

of

^ 3 l )  . . -
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p£ his country which he knew to be of difficult accefs. This retreat having h 

trayed Azim-ollah-qhan into a miftake of the man's being but of little con 

fequence, he concluded that his commiffion was not an objebt worth his while,

* and he made only a fliort day in the country ; where he left Qiaclje’m-beg- 

qhan, a TSranian, with fome other commanders, whiift himfelt was repair- 

ing to the capital. But no fooner did Adjadj8 hear of the other s deykrtute, 

than become prouder than, ever, he yielded to the violence of his tem­

per, and quitting his flrong holds, he fuddenly.fell upon Qhadjem-beg-ahap, 

and his troops, which he put to the fworcl Jamerericlin-qban on,.heating 

fuch an intelligence, was confounded; but beirg hirni If too deficient in per- 

fonal courage and in firmnefs of mind to remedy evils of fuch a nature, he 

applied to Saadet-qhan, Governor of A8d, whom he entreated, if he had 

any regard for the Mogul name, and any zeal for the Mufulman religion, 

to come and chaftife that turbulent feelerate. Saadet-qhan, who was a man 

of perfonal prowefs, and a zealous affertor of his Religion, no fooner receiv­

ed the letter, than he refolved to undertake the expedition. H e was already up­

on his march to the capital on fome other bufinefs, when receiving Camer- 

eddin-qhan’s letters, he quitted the main-road, and ft ruck upon his right, 

with intention to chaftife the Zemindar. The latter wanted to amufe this ge­

neral alfo with fair words; but fin ding that the other would not catch at fuch 

a bait; and being befides a man of much pride and courage, as well as elated by 

his late fuccefies; he refolved to ftand his ground and to fight: and he only 

waited for the enemy's arrival to commence the attack. It happened that 

the Viceroy fatigued with his day’s journey, was juft renting to his tent to 

take fome repofe, when AdjadjS’s fpies, who were juft at hand, went and in­

formed their mafter that the Viceroy was a tall flout man, d re Ted in green,
’ ht

with a flowing white beard ; and they adclod that he had juft got into his 

tent. The Zemindar who juft waited for fuch an getting direftly

from out of his arabufeade, prefented himfelf at the head oi pis troops. On

light
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fight >f this Saadet-qhan got upon his Elephant, and was exerting himfelf in 

putting his troops in battle ; he advanced with what people were at hand, and 

in the condition they were at that time. It happened that Saadet-qhan hav­

ing flopped himfelf of his dully clothes, had juft put on awhite apparel; and 

that one of the foremoft of his commanders who advanced to engage, 

was A p 8 -t8rab-qhan, the TSranian, one q-f his ancient and bell officers, who 

was that lay dreffed in g;~en, and was remarkable by a long flowing white 

beard as well as himfelf. AdjadjS having fpyed that officer upon an ele- 

pharl, €>ok him to be Saadef-qhan himfelf; and with a number of bravoes 

that followed him, heha h on $ full gallop to that part; and foon joined the 

elephant, when brand if rung his fpear, he gave the old officer fuch a violent 

blow, as pierced him through and through, the fpear * coming out at his back, 

and lodging itfelf into the board of the haodah. Saadet-qhan’s foremoft troops 

intimidated by the man’s proweft, and by the execution done by that feleft 

body which accompanied him, commenced to fluctuate, and to lofe courage; 

when Saadet-qhan himfelf with a chofen band flew to their affiftance; and 

after having difcharged fhoweps of arrows on him and his followers, he clofed 

at once with him, and engaged Sabre in hand. At this very moment a Gen- 

too officer, called Durdjun-fing, a relation of the Zemindar’s, but from along 

time in Saadet-qhan s fervice, having difcovered the man, pointed him out to 

his matter, and fpurring his horfe, he engaged him-with reproaches mixed dar ĉ f̂tiw. 

with blows; and AdjadjS receiving at the fame time two wounds, one by a 

ftroke from Durdjan-fing, and another by an arrow from Saadet-qhan, 

fell down and was under trodden. From this moment a zephir of victory, 

feemed gently to raifethe drooping ftandards of drat General; and the divine 

favour blowing in full upon his troops, gave his. troops a complete viftory.

The victorious General took poiicffion pf the enemy’s camp, and ordered 

the Zemindar’s h-ad to re fent to the Emperor, and his fkin fluffed with 

draw to be p dented to the Vezir: after which leaving to Ab81-ManfBr-

V  v qhan
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tjhte; his nephew and fdtffii ia^the-greateft part of his troops, with thfco; 

hiahd'df tlWcohlitry, he pushed ills march to the Capital; arid on thd feVenf 

of Kedjefc In this fain  ̂ year he payed Ills obeyfance to the Emperor, tomvhbm 

hmpiefenHxfa-Nhzur'- of one thOuffmd and nine Efthefees, with a curious 

poinaid and ffibrt.'The Emperor honoured him with a rich Qhylkatyto vridrh 

he added h poinard aiid a fahre; enriched with jewel's, a horfe and 

T%d months after he'Was recalled fo the field a pat'’ by letters from Ah tSl-Man- 

frbrii'Sheh'-abdollah, and 'from fome other commanders of In y who 

rdpeatedly'ihforined'him that the Marhattas, whom AdjkdjS had caiaAvo ■ «*, 

hMffkntte, were at hand,

3 A  trotr r dhts Strife- it being the fi xth of Zricaad' inf he fame yearfY ad-gar-qhan 

fhe^aihfriirian, a pariicidaf friend of QhandoSraiffs, and a fhrewd, fubtile/ well- #

ffpoken man, was difpatched to Radja Djehi-fing-fevai, and to badjtriio the 

MaAifo* Gehfemliffiriio, which latter had been heretofore fen ; by the Radja 

"Sahoo, V; iib ordCrs to ihake COhquefls in Hindoftan. Thd envoy was eiitrufted 

by the Enipcfor with a patent for the two provinces Malva 'and GSdjrat, 

which Badjiriio held already By the tenure of the fVoM, and with a’ eommif-  ̂

fion to gain thar general Over to the Imperial 'lervice; by a promife of mighty 

honors anti a variety of rewards; Radja Djelii-fing’s part w'asto ah aS medi­

ator in this affair. It was in this fame year and. on the fourteenth off Zilhidj,

"at about three hours before midnight, that Zaafer-qtun departeu his life■ a 

’Lord that had acquired a charter for many valuable qualifications, biit eff 

'pecially for his munificence ancV the benignity off his difpofthoh. 'lie  had

cohtra&ed an intimacy with Shah-blgah, a Fakir, whom he had made the di­

rector ofhis confcieirice, having taken him for his Tutelar faint, and fubmitred 

to his directions in every chi ng. But 'it is time now to leave thofe fmall occur­

rences, (and indeed whatever came to pafs 'a. he capital had this long 'Imft 

ceafed to defferve a better appellation); and let ufturn out eyef towardsthofe

Eaftern parts of the Empire, which after having lain in' obfcPrity stud oblivi­
on

.  ■ ;  . .  &
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v<c , 'on for fuch a length of time, now emerged at once to become la theatre fertile ‘ 

in thofe important events that have paved the way for the iconqurift which 

ftrangefs have made in them, and which they have ftretched as far as the neigh­

bourhood cf the capital of Hindoffan. The fcene opens at Azixnabdd.

I am  not informed which governors fbcceded Nufret-yar-iqhan in t!he go­

vernment of that province: I only know that .in the year 1x40 Fahr-eddo- 

iah, bro her to Zaafer-qhan, having obtained the government of that pro­

vince .einain'ed five 3-ears in k ’} but as he was a man that could neither read 

T,n. write, and was light-headed befidcs, his actions favored of negled and 

ignorance. He was alto very proud.and very prone to anger; and at the 

fame time fo inoonfiderhte,. that for a finall fuhjeiff, he fell out with Shell- 

,' Abdollah, a man o f confequence in thole parts, who feemed to be the main, 

hinge of all the government-bufinefs in that province; for he had been, for 

a length of time always .employed, by" every governor, either as. his deputy, or 

as a general-farmeir of the Revenue: he had connexions with almoft all the 

Zemindars, wa& greatly refpeiffed by every one of them, and had acquired die 

good wifi of the troops, as well as of every individual in the province, where 

lie was univerfaliy refpe&ed. Falir-c.UloBlaU incited by a-fenfe of icaioufy,

/  fet up feveral chicannes againft him, and he made, him fo uneafy, that the 

other thought it expedient to quit his houfe at Azim-abad, (a houfe which he 

had bought with his own money.) and to repair to tfic other fide of the Gan- 

ga, where he had built a mud fort, about die town of Sevan, and bought fe-

"veral villages’ with adealofgfennd, where he now retired much difcontented.
. • f . , • *  *

The governor not fatisfted with this retreat, croffejl the river after him, and 

bdkged him in thefaid caftle; and, he wanted no.lefsthan to . obtain poffef- 

fidtt of the fort and tofeize and ill ufehis perfon. The man reduced to ex­

tremities, applyed to Saadet-qhm, governor of ASd, his next neighbour; 

to whom he exppfeU his lituation, with the fubjed of the difference: and ou 

his bdxig tent, ior by him, he lallyed out of the fort, forced biavely his pat

Y  v 2 • (age
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fage through Fahr-eddo8Ws camp, and effected his retreat: by a valorous 

aft ion, in which he eluded Fahr-eddo81ah*s inimical defigns, and approved 

himfelf a foldier as well as a financier. Sheh-Abdollah being arrived at Rtad- 

et qhan’s court, was received with diftinftion and honour; and tKc inimi­

cal Governor having miffed his prey, returned to the capital, where he 

fome time after commenced a quarrel with Qhadja-M utaafTem, wh >m. he 

greatly difobligech This Qhadja or Fakir, was nc lefs a man than a brother 

of Qhand68ran’s, who under the garb of a Fakir, 'arid the refignaiion « r a reli­

gious retired from bufmefs, lived at Azim-abad in al1 the fplera’.or of . .. no­

bleman of the fiiffc rank. Shocked at the imprudence and the. imperiouf- 

nefs of the Governor’s behaviour, and at the levity of his adtionS, he quitted 

Azimabad, and repaired to the capital, where on his brother’s enquiring abou 

the fubjeft of his coming, the other informed him of the Governor’s tyranical 

conduft. The minifter who had already heard of it, procured Fahr~eddc>8- 

lah’s difmiflion from his appointment; and having annexed the government of 

Azimabad to that of Bengala, he lent the patents of it to Shudjalrqhan, 

who on the demife of Djaafer-qhan, his father-in-law, had fucceedad him in 

that government. And as thofe Eaftern countries are now going to cut a 

capital figure in our hiflory, it will not be impioper to introduce their aftual 

introduction. ruler to the reader’s acquaintance.
to th" revolu­
tions m Bengal- (236) Sh u d ja h -edpo8l a h , alias Shudjah-qhan, the then SSbahdar or

Viceroy of Bengala, was a native of B8rhamp8r, a city in Decan; and by 

origin, an Afshar, which is a tribe of Turks dwelling in Qhorailan, a pro­

vince of Iran (237) : he was one of the principal men of that city; and

, f • , ‘ ' . ;■ ' ' 1 g- r, i .yt”;.1
(436) His titles were Muatemen-el-mulc—Shudjah-ed-diiSla,—Shudjah-ed-dm-Mohammed-qhan,Bahailyr,—  

Affeil-djun-- The trull worth/ of the Kingdom, the valorous of the Empire, the brave Shudjah eddin-Moham- 
med-qhan. The Hon like in battles,

(137) The Qhoralfah, or Eaftern parts of Iran or Perfia, as Tell as the northern ones of that Empire, from 
Tarviz to Msfhhed are foil of Titrkiih tribes that h habit tents rm»ttly,' i. ' '4o;« follow any other profeffion 
than that of foldiers, fhephprds, and hufbandmen. Thofe are the foldiers that SH the Perfian armies ; for the 
originaryParfiars made no a: count of, and are tailed 'Iars,'Iaats,oi-Tradjfmen,and Tasjrks ot fturghdrs by deri. 
fionj altho’ there are fome Perfian tribes that are excellent foldiers, for inflanee, the Bahty . -ies or 4
are all mountaineers, and yet all cavalry. Kerim-qhan was-a Bahtyari, or Lori; but Nadyr-ftiah, was an Aflhar

f a i )  • havins
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having contrafeed an alliance with Djaafer-qlian another man of confequence 

of the lame city, he lived with that Nobleman, who in Aorengzib’s time 

had become Divan of Bengali, and in procefs of time, had obtained like-

wife the .N.zainet, or Military Government of the fame province (238).
.. .* ■ •

TRy means of the alliance between them, every preferment obtained by Djaafer- 

chan pv»vedan acceffion of influence to the fon-in-law likewife; and the father- 

in-law b?-;ng joined in his perfen the diftind offices of Divan and Nazem of 

the to Governments of Bergala and Sreffa, procured the S8bahdary, or 

, Iceroyalcy of the latter province for Shudjah-qhan; who went and eftablifh- 

ed his refidence there, not only in order to infped himfelf the affairs of his 

Government, but alfo becaufe there had arifen fuch a diverfity of tempers and 

opinions between thefe noble perfons, that they could no more live together 

upon thofe terms of concord which decency preferibed; the fon in-law there­

fore widled to live at a didance from his father-in-law. He was a man of a 

moderate temper and a lover of juftice; and he bore a character for many va­

luable qualifications that had acquired him. the efteem and retpeft of all the 

world. ' Djaafer-qlian was the very reverfe of him, and univerfally known 
for fuch. Another fubjeftof difference, was the diffike taken at Shudjah-qhan, by 

his confqrt Zinct-en-neffa-bcgum (239), daughter of Djaafer-qhan and mo­

ther of Ser-efraz-qhan. This Princefs, who was of a virtuous difpofition, and 

a pattern of chaftity, had her heart alienated from her hufband, not only on 

account of his being upon fuch bad terms with her father, but especially ora
( l j8 )  The Nazem is the governor of the province a military man who conanands the troops and fortrefTes, 

and infpefh the diftributive juftice. The Divan is the fuperintendent of finances, fomschiag very like the Inten- 
dant in France, "but quite independent from the Nazem, on whom lie is a check.’ But when a Governor join* 
both thofe offices in his perfon, he is  called a SSbahdar or Viceroy-

^ 39) ZitM-m-ntffa, fignifies the ornament of the fex. Begum, pronounced Biiesn lay both Turks and tatars, 
or Tartars, is a title of Turkifh origin and the femUine of keg, which fignifies Prince, both in 1  artary and in 
Turky, hut means no more than a trooper'both in Pbrfia and in India, a trooper of Mogol origin. As to her 
hufband's incredible ardor f r v-umeH it is notorious that he codld not live four hours together without a 
woman -; and in full audience, and whilft actually occupied in bufinefs of flat ' or in rendering juftice, he ufed 
to  ftep behind-, a, partitio C, and to come back after a full half hour i his’excufe for fuch ftrange ablence is no 
Icli vii'igu'. u . •* Gentlemen, I am curfed with the moft hungry aad moll unruly Tatt8 (Poney) on the face of 
** earth ; he is eternally teizing me for grain.’’ ,

__ ^ account

0
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account of his exceffive pronenefs to the love of women. She parted with 

him, and taking her fon with her, (he chofe her refidence in Moorfhoodabad- 

a city founded by her father, and named with his title which was Moorfl’ jod- 

cSly-qhan ; w here (he lived in great fplendor and where (lie would Have pro-
«■ i

bably continued to enjoy tranquillity, had not fate fufeited a man predefine 

ed to overturn her family, and to change the face of thefe countries. There 

appeared at this time at court aperfon called, M : za-mahmed, huf)and to a 

kdy, who being herfelf of the Afshar tribe, was allied to Shudjah-qhan. T hh 

Mirza-mahmed had with him an elder fon of his, by name H  adji Ahmlu,
Origin of Ali-

ver-di-qh»n’s fa-  ̂a voun2ef< fon Mirza-mahmed-aaly, fince known under the name of A ly-
miiy and power - J o

yerdy-qhan, and the title of Mehabet-djung. This Mirza-mahmed had been 

in the fervice of Aazem-fhah the forgiven; and on his mafler’s death, he was 

reduced to the utmoft poverty and diitrefs, having lived a long time out of em­

ployment, and being obliged to fupport a family, equally numerous and in­

digent. In .Ins extremity Ivlirza-tnahmed-aaly, ion to jVTirza-muhmed, betook 

him (elf to the expedient of fending his mother and father to die court of 

Shudjah-qhan; and this happened in the beginning of Mahmed-fhak’s reign.

That governor glad to oblige a relation, conferred feveral favors on Mirza- 

mahmed, took him into his fervice, and (hewed him fo much kindnefs, that 

Mirza-mahm ed-aaly, the fon, refolvcd to repair likewiie to the couit of Ben­

gal and 8reffa; a refolution which he effected with the utmoft difficulty, 

on account of his being intirely deflitute of the means of performing fo long 

a journey. H e at laft arrived an the court of Sreffa; and being a man of 

a keen genius, of an infinuating turn of mind, and of a temper capable of the 

AK-verity ap- nl0ft delicate affairs, to the niceties of which he knew how to adopt himfelf;
proves himfelfa

ajTmlny-foW he foon joined to thefe civil qualifications, the military ones of an intrepid brav­

ery, and an undaunted prowefs; and he acquifed fo gyeat a character, that Shud- 

jali-qhan congratulated himfdf on tne acquifition of io excellent a fubjedt,

and looked on his arrival- as upon an event of unexpected gootTfeck, tfc# F<dg -

nofticated

( 3 W )
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noflkated the fife of his protector’s family; in io much''that Mirza-mahmed- 

aaly foie in favor and in credit from day to day, and was promoted to the 

higi^ft offices; and now the plant of inclination and attachment having taken 

a firm foetjng between chefe two perfons, and its flrengt'h having been tryed 

.and confirmed ky experience; Mirza-mahmed-aaly fent for his brother Hadji 

Ahmetk with theconforts, children and relations of the whole family, which 

then liv' fat Shah-djehan .bad - and the latter having accordingly.affembled 

the vhole of them, he travelled into Bengal, from whence he repaired to the 

' court cf 8rdTa, where being arri ved, he was, as well as his younger brother, taken 

into favour and promoted to offices and employments; and as the two bro­

thers were both men of abilities, of much verfadlity of mind, and offuch a per- 

fervance as was capable of furmounting the great eft difficulties, they ftrength- 

ened fo much Shudjah.-qhan’s government, as to become the foundation of 

that elevation to-which it rofe in the fequel. Particular arrangements were 

introduced into the department of finances, and the revenues greatly argumen- 

ted by thelf application and their induftry; but Mirza-mahmed-aaly, who to 

the political abilities of his brother, joined a brilliant character, as a foidier, 

and had always difplayedt a greater extent of genius, than either his father or 

brother, came loon to eclipfe all his relations, as well as all the peHforis in Shud- 

jah-qhan’s fervice, in fo much that he became in timeexpofed to the fiiafts of 

envy, both from relations and firangers; this envy had rifen to a pitch, when 

his protector, who kept feveral of his agents at court, obtained for him a 

grade of honor with the appellation of Mahmed-aaly-verdy-qhan (240): adif- 

undion which jealoufy could not bear.J Djaafer-qhan
A ll this while Djaafer-qhan continued difpleafed with his fon-in-law; and BSnVgai"°thkki

of procuring
as his life was drawing to an end, he conceived the prosed of procuring the his patent for

1 J 1 °  his own fon,

Nizametof Bengal for So^efmz-qhan,his grandfonby Zinet-en-nefTa: ayoung Ssr-efi»-^han

(140) Thpfr w ords t|n ify the qhan or Lord beftowei! by A t l j ,  or Ally's gift Virdy is Turkjfh for he gavtt 

' ‘'and jk m  £  >rd or Prince M abm d-dufy  are both Arabic,

U  u z prince
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prince, who had already the Divan-lhip or Intendance of that p?w ihce: foil of

that fchcme, he wrote to Bis agents- at Court, and fpared no pains and no ex- 

penfe to obtain an object that had now become the wifh of his heart, and on 

the completion of which he expected to be fucceeded by his grand-fgnin both 

thole offices. This project having come to the knowldge of Shudjah-qhan, 

the latter applied to both Aly-verdy-qhan, and to Hadji Amed, his-bother, 

for advice. The two brothers agreed in giving,-one and the fame .wninfel: 

and in pointing at one and the fame method of fucceeding they firft -Sail; 

Recommended fome acquaintances of then ’s, men o f talents, and of a reao, 

fpeech, to be difpatched immediately to the court of Shah-dj chan-abad, with 

foil powers to treat; and then, they brought the minutes of (applications which 

it became neceffary to write to the Emperor, to the Vezir, and to the Prirke 

o f Princes, QhandoSran. Thefe were drawn up in an elegant, conciliating 

ftyle, calculated to footh and to perfuade: and they requested the pa­

tents of Divan and Nazem in ShudjaB-qhan’s name, for both the provinces of 

Bengal and Griffa. W ith thefe credentials, the Envoys were difpatched to 

the capital and ordered to make the utmoft difpatch. Other trufty men 

o f the military krnd, were at the fame time difmiffed, upon fome pretence from 

Shudjah-qhauh fervicc, but in fad, were only difpatched by various roads to 

Moorfhoodabad, with orders to keep themfclves disjointed, but in the envi­

rons of Djaafer-qhan’s palace, fo as to be night and day, ready to execute foch 

new orders as would be lent after them- But as the rainy feafon was at hand, 

and it was forefeen that the lanundation would ncceffarily predude all com­

munication from Cateckto Moorfhoodabad, a vaft number of boats of all fixes, 

and for all ules, were therefore provided, and a multitude of boat men, affembled 

and kept in pay, to the end that on the very find intelligence o f Daafer-qhan’s 

deraife, Skudjah-qhan might, without hinderance, proceed to Mooffioodabad 

immediately. A  fecret pod was alfo eftablifhed betwixt Cateck and Shah-
.........* »• O., ....... jJ. Sfc ... . ..’yi ' ft

^daaa-abad, not only for the fake o f removing as foon as poffible the delifeti

^  * Patent
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patents/ but alfo for being every day furnifhed with intelligence from both 

that capital and Moorfhoodabad. At laft a letter of undoubted credit having 

inforalvd Shudjah-qhan, that Djaafer qhan had hardly five or fix days to live, 

he fet out from Cateck, taking with him Aly-verdy-qhan, and iuclia number 

of friends and troops as he thought fufficient, and lie proceeded haftily to Moor- 

flioodabatj, fometimes by water, and lbrnetimes by land, juft as opportunity 

feved, H * had a fbn by a lady different from Djaafer-qhan’s daughter: It was 

Mahried tacky-qhan, and him he appointed his deputy at Cateck. Whit'd 

he was proceeding with fo much expedition, he received certain intelligence 

that Djaafer-qhan was dead; and a few days after being yet upon the road1, ’ 

he received the patent for which he had applyed to court. This fpot proving 

foaufpicious to him he flopped a while, and called it, Mubareek-menzil, 

o f the aufpicious flage. From thence he proceeded with as much expedi­

tion as a Ample courier, and in a few days he arrived at Moorfhoodabad; where 

without giving himfelf time to take breath, he diredly repaired to the Che- 

hel-fStSn, a’place railed by Djaafer-qhan on forty pillars (241) for fuchfolem- 

nities; ,.nd fending for the Vacaa navifs or gazetteer, and the Sevaneh-nuvifs or 

crown-intelligencer, with fome other crown-officers, and the principal men of ^  

the city, he produced his patents, got them read aloud by thofe two officers, fin“n-nw,shV.
jah-qhan.

and having procured himfelf to be acknowledged as the, lawful S8bahdarofthe 

two. provinces, he took pollcffion of the Mcfucd, fat-in it, and ordered the Impe­

rial mufick to ftrike-up in rejoicing; after which he received Nuzurs, of acknow­

ledgment and congratulation from every one prefect. What is very lingular, 

is that,his fan, Ser-efmz-qhan, an unlufpebting young man, faft afleep in the lap 

of ignorance and fecurity, and was actually- at a country leat about two 

miles from die city, in the full confidence that he was the defigned an.* 

undoubted heir of Diaafer.-qhan his grand-rather in his offices and eftate; and

(241) Che'«’ • (gt3 a Ognifia* fotty pillars: it. was a building with a flows Cupola, leaning on forty column:> of 
none, ana v.pio-on nli fodss. Thi* bvilUhxs occupied the /He oi what they call to day Seradj-edddulah's palace, 

but exifts no snore, ' . . ,

that



® , ' # • s w . '■ J f  ' f:% "':v-

.«>> T H E  S £  I R

that there was no man daring enough to difpote his title; nor did lie know 

any thing of what was paffing within the city. The flrft intelligence he had, 

was from the found of the Imperial Nagara(24i) and from the mufick'which 

had ftruck up. Confounded and affonifhed at the intelligence th.it was foon 

brought him, he flopped Ihort, and ailed his principal courtiers, and the 

principal officers of his troops, what they thought was to be done ? mod of 

them anfwered unanirnouily, “  that as his father had received and noclaimed 

“  his patents; had taken poffeffion o f the Mefned of command as we.’ as of 

“  the palace and the c ity ; had been peaceably acknowledged; and was 

' “  matter of thetreafury; there remained no other party, but that of fub- 

s«r»Efraz-qhan “  niiffiond’ This unanimous opinion of their’s having been fubmitted to by
fubmits to his ,  . , , , . _
father. the young man, he left lus princely retinue behind; and taking only a few

fervants  ̂ he advanced brift ly; and whether he would or not, he kiffed las 

father’s feet, prefented his nuzur, congratulated him on his acceffion, and 

dropped every thought of difpute and contention. This inauguration being 

over, Shudjah-qhan turned his mind, (and he had an excellent one) tow­

ards putting in order the affairs of Government and finance.

H is  chief touncellor and advifer was Aly-verdy-qhan : But he availed 

himfelf l ikevife of die abilities of Hadji-ahmed, the latter’s brother, and of 

Excellent cha- thofe of Ray-aalcrn-chund, an antient divan or minifter of his, who was real- 

i»b.qiun. jy a Hindoo of merit, and fuch as deferved ail the confidence and trufl repofed

in him. H e alfo called to bis councils feveral wcll-wilhers of his, and efpecially 

Djagat-leat-fatth-chund, A  famous banker of thofe days, whofe wealth was 

reckoned by corors, and who has never had his equal. All this affiflance 

was only for public hufinefs ; but in private matters, and in every difference 

between man and man, he would tmfl to no one whatever; but fending for 

the parties, and iiicening patiently and leifurely to the tales, o f each, he ac­

curately fummed-up the rcafons of both Tides, and with much fubtility drew

(141) A large Kettle drum of lion.

Up
{3> W :  ■ ■ '
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•up his conclufians from them, pronounced the fentence, and had it executed

with difpatch and punctuality. No reco mmendation, no intreaties from the

neared relation, would avail, if they proved to militate againft the juftice

ariling from a thorough examination of the cafe. His equity and humanity

were no lefs conspicuous to the Zemindars and other land-holders of Bengal,

Thefe under Djaater-qhan's adminillration had been moftly kept in prifon and

confinement, and tormented in fuch a variety of manners, that it would be

a pity to fpend any paper or ink in defcrihing or mentioning them. It is

doubtlefs fuch were the characters and morals that the Poet Saady had in

view when he wrote thefe verfes: . ■

11 Never be guilty of fuch a&sons as diflionour your family and perfosi, 

t l  For fear left people one day llipuld curfe both your perfon and family.

Shudjah-qheo, after having firmly efiablifhed his Government, difmiifed

fuch Zemladr-ts and other land-holders, as he found to be innocent, and free
\ '•• s w■: ;; HOOi 2x*.. ,\H\fT3tilC*1C L * ! C ' t  ' l.!

from crime or fraud; u3 rr. the others,; he ordered them to be all brought

into his prefence and to form a'circle round his perfon; and this being done, 

he afked them, how they would behave in future, fhould he releafe them 

from the miferies of confinement and reftore to them the blefling of liberty 

and ihe fweets of free air ? The poor people, who had been for years languifh- 

ing in confinement, and had undergone a variety of torments and racks, 

furprized at this addrefs, broke forth in encomiums on his generality and 

goodnefs.j and after fupplicatingheaven to grant him a long feries of profpe- 

rous years, they unanimously railed'their voices, and promrfed that hence­

forward they would pay their rents with a thoufand times more punctuality 

than they had done heretofore, and would moreover, prove obedient and 

dutiful in whatever Services his goodnefs might think fit to Cbmtrahd.-, This 

promife they couched down in a particular writing, which was authenticated 

by the proper formalitiesi and after having oppofedtheir hands and leak to it,

Urey confirmed cheir protnifes with the mofl facred oaths, and with the mofr 

folernn execrations againft any one'that fnould aCt contrary to its tenor .This

matter

( g j )  ' : ■ ■  ■ •:
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matter being over, Shudja-qhan fent for a number of rich Qhylaats, in which' 

they were ikeffed every one of them according to theirrefpedive rank and 

ftation; in io much, that there was not a man in that aflembly that did not re­

ceive a (uitable prefent: after that ceremony they were 'all difmifled to

their regretted homes, with injundions to tranfmit henceforwards their rent by 

die means of Djagat-feat.

I t is in confequence of fomuch benignity of temper, and fuch a celeftial 

diflributioa of juftice, that the kingdom of Bengal, which in books is -.ailed 

the terreftriai paradife, came to enjoy ib much profperity, as to exhibit'every 

where an air of plenty and happjnefs quite analogous to the tide it bore. The 

inhabitants of that happy region enjoyed under his government every cafe and

benefit, which a government founded on juftice mnd beriignity could beftow;

and every one 0? them were unanimous in offering up their (Applications to 

heaven for his confervation and profperity. As foon as the zemindars were 

h* promotes ’ difmifled, he turned his views towards the diftribuuon of offices and empioy-
Ally-verdi’s re- _ ' - _ '
lotions to offices pnents: and firft of all he continued his eldeft Ion, Ser-efraz-qhan, in the lot-
tnftatt. ? " ,

vanffiip of Bengal, as he did Mahmed-tacky-qhan, his feepnd fon, in the go­

vernment of 8 rvfla. The government of Djchan-ghir-nagur-Daca he beftow- 

ed on his fon in-law M 8.sffiood-C81y-qhan. The family of his friend and fa­

vorite Ali-verdi-qhan, could not fail to partake of that diftribution of graces, 

and employments; and as the favorite had three nephews, to whom he, had 

given his three daughters, they were promoted equally. Sayd-ahmed-qhan, 

fecond fon of Hadji Ahmeded, was appointed to the -Fodjdary of Rungp8r; and 

Zin-eddin- ahmed-qhan, the yovmgeft, to that of Acbar-nagur, Radjepm-

hal. But Nuvazilh-mahamed- qhan, die eldeft, was, invefted with the office of 

Paymafter of die forces (2.43). Thefe were particular offices: for in the general 

affairs o f government and finance, he had formed a kind of council competed

( U 1 )  th e  paymafter of the forces very often i a i  as Majftr-gcfctrat r Nay, at pehly, he is always the t o o t *  
cpmau&der of the Imperial forces, the 5 ipah-£U*r or, geneftUiflimOj being .the Jirii

' ' ’ ' '* ‘ o f

(3 5 p )'
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of Aly-verdi-qhan— Hadji Ahmed-—tlie Ray-rayan (244)— A&lem-chund,
r

and the’Djagat-feat-fateh-chundvand iheie were invefted with the power of 

binding and loafing, and ailed as his chief minifters. Matters remained in 

that ftate, untill Fahr-eddo8lah being difmiflfei from his government of Azi- 

n abad, that province was annexed to the Viceroyalty of Bengal, and the 

patents *of it were fent to Shudja-qhan by QhandoSran, his particular pro­

testor.

S hxji)] a -q h a n  on being invefled with the new government, turned his 

thoughts towards difcovering a proper fubjeft to fend thidler, as his deputy; 

and feveral perfons were propofed to him by his council, to all of whom he 

objected: at laft he refolved to fend one of his two Tons. But Zinet-en-nefla, 

lus conforr, would not confent to her being parted from her (on, who ailed 

already as Bsyan of Bengal; And on the other hand, the objected to Mah- 

med-taky-qhsn, as to a ftranger; fo that her hufband at laft became of the 

ianie opinion. He -refieilict'fhat the Bihar was a country that required a cur­

bing hand, 'that it bordered on the ASd, the Uah-abad, the Barar and the 

dependencies of Aoreng-abad, with the governors of which countries, it 

ought to keep a correfpondence; and he concluded that fuch a pod could 

not be properly filled by any but by Aly-verdi-qhan. On his propofing him 

to his council, his choice was unanimoufly approved, as none of his counfel- 

lors had any views of his own; and they payed many encomiums to the pene- qhan appokued 

tration of his mind, in Angling out the very man wanted. The appointment maba2  ofAzi

being publiflied, Shudjah-qhan refolved to decorate Aly-verdi-qhan with 

new titles, and new honors, and dignities. The title of Bahadyr or valiant an4  

that of Mehabet-djung, or the formidable and majeftuous in battles; an 

addition to his military grade that (liquid raife the whole to the command of

(244) Riy-Rayan, is a title given to Gentoos only, and figrufies the Coonfellor of Ccunfellors, Chief of 

Counfeilors.

X X five
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five thoufand horfes: a fringed Paleky (245), a {laudard, and a kettle-drum, 

were the new honors which he wanted to W)'r fer upon him, and for \Vnich he 

‘■ immediately applied through his agents to the Emperor, and to his favorite 

niinifter. Qb and 68 ran. Zinet being informed of the new appointment, expref- 

fed her approbation j and willing to confer an obligation on Aly verdi-qk n, 

fire fent for him to the gate of her apartment, and having ordered a rich Qhy- 

laat to be put upon his fhoulders, fhe conferred upon him the Go v ernment of 

Bahar, as from herieif (246). And it was only after this invefture, that SHud- 

jah-qhan himfelf fent for him, and prefented him on his part alfo, with the 

Qhylaat of the Deputy-thip or Niabet of Azim-abad, to which he joined the 

' patent of it, with an elephant, ar fibre, and a quantity of jewels. A  number 

of forces was appointed to ferve under him; after which he was difmffled, 

with injunctions to bring the province under a proper order 40.1 fuboidina- 

tion. Hiftory ought to remark that a few days before this elevation, 

a grand fon was born to Aaly-verdi-qhan from f e  yQimgeft daughter (><]), 

married to his youngeft nephew*, Zm-eddin-ahmed-qhan; and as he had no 

fon of his own, he called him Mirza mahmecl, after his own name, adopt- 

S £ 5 mir* ed him for his fen, and had him educated in his own houfe. He aferibed to
Seradj-el dbSIa . . .  -  ,
gram! ton and pjs aufpicious birth, that hidden flow of honors, dignities, and ravomy ana
Neph wtoAily- *

on that account he redoubled his affection for him. Aly-verdi-qhan before 

his departure obtained leave to carry with him two of his fons4 n4 aw, with

The fringe offuch a Paleky, (for all Palekies have one) i< made in the form of a net-work; the 
Itand.ird, is a large one, always carried upon an elephant, and flit at half its length. Ihe kettle-drum is made 
c f beaten iron, and twice as big as an Englrfh one.

(146) This invefture (hews that fhe  thought herfelf, and wal thought by her hufband and by others, the real 
*nd iole heirefs of Djaafer-qhan's Government and eftate. Nor ai-e fuch inftances uncommon in Indian h'ftory, 
or in the Eaftern hiftcries; nor is it extraordinary to fee women take the lead in adminiftration. The mother 
©f the Turkiffi Emperor, then a minor, affembled the Grandees, and from behind a curtain, fpoke to them, and 
rt commended to them diligence in their offices, and fidelity to her fon, whom fhe called her young Lion.

(247) His youngeft daughter was Amna-begum, who became famous in Moorfhoodabad alter her hufband’* 
death by her amour? and gaUantry— ThisMim-mahmed, isthe fame as Badlhali-C8ly-qhan, alias Ser.dj -eddoSlah.
The reader will ©bferve with wonder and amazement that, that child to wliofe aufpicious birth all the honors 
then heaped on his family were attributed, and at wliofe coming Into the world it made tie  firft fi rides towards 
dominionand fovereignty, proved to be the very peribn in  whom both the family and foverewnty ended for ever.

Moorfhoodabad
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feveral of his relations; and after a profperous journey, he made his entry in 

Azim-abad: and having flayed a whole year in the province, he returned to 

Moorfhoodabad to pay his refpeCts to his benefactor and mafter, was receiv­

ed with every mark of diftinChon and favor, and fent back to his Government; 

nor was it long before he received the patent of thofe dignities and thole ho­

nors that had been devifed for him by his protestor. He recieved from 

court the fringed Paleky, and the ftandard and kettle-drum, with the other in- 

iignia of his dingity; and thefe did not contribute a little to the exaltation of 

his character in the minds of the people, by adding fo muchluftre to his pomp 

and retinue. But be was not dazzled by them: being a man of wifdom and 

induftry, endowed with a lofty enterprifing mind, ever intent on high de- 

figns, he foon obferved how precarious was his fituation; and he therefore 

commenced his adminiftration by introducing order in the city, augmen­

ting and inuring. his forces, gaining the hearts of the fubjeCts, attaching the 

military to his perfon, arid Gfaftifing hild bringing to order the Zemindars 

and other refraftory perfons and' inlurgenti of the province. Above all he 

made it a Handing rale to bring into his fervice as many military of character 

as he came to hear 01 in the neighbouring provinces; and by thefe means he 

in a l.ttle time found himfelf at the head of an army, well appointed, and fur- 

nilhed vith every thing that could infure fuccefs. Intent on adding to his 

power, anti preparing himfelf for higher atchievements, he was alerc in chaf- 

• tiling fuch of his dependants as attetripted to go aftray from the path of duty;

and he made them ferve for an example. He had taken into his fervice one 

Abdol-kerin-qhan, an Afghan Rohila, who commanded fifteen hundred of his 

countrymen, and had fuch an opinion of his own ftrength and provvefs, as to 

make little account of others; and in reality he deferved the high opinion he 

had conceived of his own felf. Aly-verdy-qhan who had made ufe of him 

in many an arduous occafion, could not be but fatisfied with his fervices; but 

he wanted, likewife to reduce him to the rules of'fbbordtoation, and to reprefs

X x z that
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that forwardnels of his, which prompted him to ftretch his feet beyond the 

carpet of obedience and fubmifiion.The Afghan proud of his prowefs, ii inding 

no fuperior, and fearing no one, fet his matter at defiance, and continued to be 

guilty of actions that fttongly favored of an attaining refradory temper, and of a 
fpirit of independence that fpurned at controul. Aaly-verdy-qhanrefleded, ti at 

to’ diffemble'with him any longer would only add to his prefumption and excite 

that of others; and that to connive at his excefier andinfolencies any more, might 

prove highly imprudent, and even dangerous; and he was convinced at the fame 

time, how exceedingly improper it would be in a perfon of bis high ftation to 

defer the punition cf a head-ftrong man, whofe punition ought to be held up in- 

terrorem to others, The day then being fixed for that execution, Aaly-verdy- 

qhan ordered a number of his truftieil men to keep themfelvesin the hall of 

audience, and to fall upon him with their fabres, as foon as that Aighan fliould 

enter, and prefume to anfwer to a reprimand which h ejn tesM  to give him.

Effedively the next day the man as ufual preferred himfelf with ten of his lol- 

lowers, armed; but as he had always at the gate a couple of hundred of hi? 

men ready to fupport him, and he was himfelf a man of great perfonal ftrength 

and prowefs, it \yas not an eafy matter to come at him, or to find people that
Mj M

could match the man. Three fuch men having been pitched upon at lab, were 

ordered to attend and to difpatch him : the next morning the execution 

took place, fo that the fmoke that ufed to arife from the heads of the,refradory, 

was at once diffipated. The foldiery began to tremble, and many of the Zemin­

dars, who had hitherto proved refradory and had aded with all the freedom 

and infolence to which the weaknefs of the former adminiftration had accuf- 

qhaiVscxceiient tomed them, were fet upon one after another, and feverely chaftifed. Some
contludl in his
Government. were tom out by the roots, and fome, that were guilty likewife, but who had ’ 

flrewn tokens of fubmiffion and attachment, were not only forgiven but taken 

into favor, and they attached themfelves to his perfon. In confequence of fuch 

a vigorous adm niftration, which never abated from its vigilance; he

B ut
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■ Z. found means both to conferve Shudjah-qhan’s good will andefteem, and to

ftrengrliui his own power, and influence,
I . . .

B ut before we go on with that great man’s biftory it -is proper we (hould

enter upon fome events that have happened either in the capital of the Empire 

or in its environs; after which we fhall refume our account o f Aaaly-verdy-. 

qhan and the affairs of Bengali

W e have already mentioned that Yad-ghar-qhan the Caftrmirian had been 

font from Court to the Marhatta camp to commence a negociation with Badjrao 

by the mediation of Radja-diehi fmg-fevai2 and that thefe two envois had 

oeen entrufted with the Patents of the governments of both Malva and Gudj- 

rar for that Marhatta General. As this exrraord inary ftep and this conch- 

fcendance on the Emperor's part did not produce the effed expe&ed ;and as 

it was fo far from extinguifhing the flames of the Markina ambition, that it 

feemed to have added fuel to that nation’s prefumption, to have infpired them 

v/ilh higher and higher'nc^ons of themfelves, and to have excited new en­

croachments and frefla infolencies on their part; it was rclblved to have recourfe 

to force. On the feventh of Zilcaadah of the year 1149 of the hedjra, about 

fix hours after fun rife, the Lord of Lords QharroSran departed, on an expedi­

tion h r chaftifing thojfe rree-booters : that General on receiving his., leave was 

honoured with a belt; and that mmifter with a view to acknowledge this 

mark of liftinttion, fet out immediately, without fo much as'going home*

He marched out of the city and encamped atTalpat which is nine coffes from 

ShahTdjehan-abad. On the twentieth of the fame month, the fupreme Vezir Ga­

iner.eddin-qhara was equally honored with a belt, and fet out likcwiic on the 

fame ex pedition ; and to change, his Ration (248)? he went and encamped at

Tp change his ftation: this exprnflion to an Englilh reader requires a Commentary : all the hindoftanee* 
being extremely addidfed to artrolocical predidlions, and to the ohfervation of llicfcy and unlucky days, and a’fo 
so the tfaghara, which is another kindof divination, the higheft as well as the Sowed of them, will not move a 
foot, unlefs it be precifely at the time pointed out by the heavenly bodies; and when that moment of departure 
is come, they quit > heir" houfes and repair to fotne other fpot upon "the road, he it even ac fo Hctte 2 > two hundred 
yards iliftance, that their journey be deemed commenced at that precife hour.

Char-bag
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Char-'bag (2 49 .̂ On that fame day QhandbSranat the head of his own troops, 

and of thofe numerous bodies of Imperial Cavalry that had been, pa under 

his command, to the amount of about forty thoufand horfes, marched for- 

1vard with a numerous train of artillery, and all the neceflaries for *  cam­

paign, and he encamped in the territory of Ecber-abad.. There he y 

joined by feveral eminent Radjas with their troops; and his forces now be 

tame fo numerous, the Iris army covered, the plains, and brack, the eyes 

with admiration and terror. It was expected he would advance dired’y 

§ £ & £ *  upon, the enemy; inftead of drat he who had fet out to fight the Marhattas, 

•contented himfeif with loitering his time at about forty codes from the capital 

M o ft o f his troops, divided betwixt fear and hope, like men in fufpenfe be­

twixt life and death, were anxioudy waiting for what might happen. Nor 

did the Vezir Camer-eddin-qhan behave with more earnettnets. Thrs rnmifter 

had fet out, at the head of a numerous body of Moguls ?;.td rlindoiranees, 

•attached to. his perfon and in his own pay; and he Eui joined them to a who* 

army of TSranin-Moguls, all ontkmt fervants of the Empeior, anti ait u*

'fuch high eftimation, that the whole province of Sehrind had been aligned 

t o  them for thev pay 1 with fuch a numerous army, he had marcbeu towards 

ftdjmir, with imention to make an end of the Marhattas. He had w<th him 

every neceflary for a campaign and an, infinity of volunteers, who fought for 

opportunities to fignalife tiremfelves and to acquire promotion. jThepDmp* 

and eclat of his march are hardly to be deferibed; but after marching a .iit.de 

on the frontiers of that province, he flopped (hort to wait for the arrival of 

the Marhattas.: fiich was the cant-expreffion. Here he was joined by Mabmed- 

qhan-bangaih, who having quitted Feroh-abad, his refidenee, (a town which 

was built and' named in honor of Feroh-fyur his prote&or), was come with a  

good body of troops; and he waited alfofor the arrival of the Marhattas. But 

not one of thofe illuflrioiis wariors, and not one of thofe famous generals had

(149) Char-bagh a particular teat near the Capital in the middle of four gardens, as its lame imports, whis& 
has been railed near Dehli, in imitation ofacbamuiif fpot near Isfahan in Iran, called Chsi -bagh likewise.

refolutiori
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refclution enough to advance himfelf on thofe devoted free-booters, to give 

diem a thorough defeat, and to acquire a character in the Empire by chafe 

tififlg tnem properly for their repeated infolencies. QhandaJran without mov­

ing from his place, was .perpetually .contrijiring fchemes, the purport of which 

. communicated to Djehhfing; and the latter after haying added what further 

occurred to his mind, tranfmitted the whqie to the Ve/.ir. As to Radja A- 

bi-fing-rhator, inftead of repairing to camp, he retired to his capital, where 

he addicted himfelf to a courfe of intoxication, which he kept up by the 

ufe of opium. He flept the whole day, and fpent the whole night in afe
The Imperial

king what was to be done; but yet he knew fo well his own backwardnefs o g  

that whenever he was feat for by QhandoSran, he ufed to exculpate himfelf  ̂̂ 2*3*. 

by all edging the necefiity of (defending his own heriditaiy dominions, .ano by 

bringing forwards fame fuch futile excufes. On the other hand, Camer-ed- 

din-qhan, the ■ iiTegjir, fometiroes out ol himieif, and : )me times intent only 

^h confeving his army, fpent his time in contuldng with his friends, and with 

the TSraniatM, his country-men- (But his fufpenfe continued, and he kept 

his eyes fixed on the fuccour which he expected from Nizam-el-mulk. The 

lattet, who had quitted the court exceedingly difgufted with the Emperor, 

and with his favorite QhanddSran, payed but little attention to the troubles 

that w ee ruinrng Hindoftan : he even wilhed to fee,the minifters as well as all 

the grant ees humbled to the daft, by any means whatever. On the other hand, 

the Emperor had conceived too ftrong iufpicions againft him, and was too 

much obfeded by QhandoSran, to refolveon an application to him; he had 

©ven fo bad an Opinion of all the T  3 ranian grandees ofhiscourt, that he made 

it a point to abftain from confulung any of them, Mean while, whole days 

and nights paffedin confultations and incertitude; and no decihve part was 

taken; and iadeed no principle of life and action could be communicated by thofe 

impotent Lords, and thofe Monfubdars and dignitaries fo fertile in excufes, 

who fwarmed in the capital as well as in camp, and moft: of whom were men

,of
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of no capacity at all. As to thofe amongft them, that were capable of think­

ing, they did not dare to open any advice, that might clafh with Qhand.38ran’s 

opinion; and the Emperor himfelf, wbofe favorite he was, and on whofe 

mind he had acquired an unbounded influence followed by an abfolute pov 

cr over the whole Empire, was unwilling to liften to any thing that might gw 

him umbrage. That Prince ufed to write both to QhandoSran on one hand, 

and to Camer-eddin-qh m, on the other, whatever came into his mind ; and 

thefe uvo did not fail to excufe themfelves by far-fetched reafons, and out of 

the way confiderations. Letters and confutations were perpetually puffing 

and repafling between the Emperor and QhandoSran ; and as an open com­

munication was maintained betiyixt the city and camp, it came at laft to be 

the general wifh of the court, that an agreement fhould take place with the 

Marhattas. QhandoSran himfelf, now fully fenfible, that to g ,»c a com- 

pleat defeat to thofe free-bo'oters, was more than he could penorm and much 

beyond his courage, thought it beft to leave both peace and war in a pro- 

found obfcurity, and to envelope them both in a cloud of delicate policy 

that left every thing in fufpenfe. Such a management he thought to be a 

fhvewd ftroke of, politicks; but mean while to extricate himfelf from hit dif­

ficulties, he let out on his return to the capital. Things were in this woeful 

fiate, when by one of thofe ftrokes of providence, and by an unexpected 

piece of good fortune, news came that the Marhattas had been cfaftifed by 

Saadet qhan in the manner they deferved ; and this intelligence tranquilized 

the minds of the whole courr.

T his exertion v as the more unexpected, as Saadet-qhan had no other Go­

vernment than that of A8d, and no other office or command, than that of 

the Pike-man of the prefence ; in number of troops and in plenty of money 

'he was reputed inferior to moft of the grandees of the Empire; and more-over 

his Government being on the north of the Ganga, he teemed to haven© 

concern at all with thofe that were on the fouth of that mighty river,; and

fiili
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4 ui. icfs, with the Marhattas themfelves. But he was likewife a man of great
*Sadec-qHah

petfonalj courage, full of a fenfe of honour, jealous of the glory of the Em- 

pi re, always intent on foirie high undertaking, and fond of military glory luU>:" 

and renown : Shocked to fee the pulillanimous behaviour of men at the head 

< fuch numerous armies, and fired with indignation at the incefllmt en­

croachments, and endlefs infolencies of the Marhattas, he refolved to avenge 

the honour of the Empire, and to take that talk upon himfelf, as a particular 

bufinefs of his own. Full o f  thole high notions, lie reviewed his troops, (and 

' thefe were always kept in readinefs,) augmented their number, furnifhed them 

with fuch amunit on and fueh a quantity of provifions as he thought necelfary ; 

and joining to them a train of Artillery, he quitted A8d his capital, taking 

with him his Nephew and fon-in-law, A b81-manf8r-qhan; and he marched 

at the head of his army, firmly refolved to fight the Marhattas. With this 

view, he crofie 1 the Ganga, and wanted likewife to crofs the Djumna, in 

. qrder to^give rdfiftatice to Radja jBchdaor,. a friend and a dependant of his.

This Radja being,befieged in his fortrefs by an army of Marhattas, had ap-
’V L r> ’ f . ,

plied .to Saadet-qhan for abidance. The latter anfWered him by this fhort 

notep Be fore not to be di/mayel, and be. fore not to give therq one farthing; for 

look; I  will be rvith you infant ly. After, writing fa much, he fet out: but as ~ 

the Rabjas of Bundelcund had,joined the Marhattas, and both were intent in 

watching 'he fords, of the Djumna, fuch a pafiage was become difficult, and 

not to be performed in hafte; and mean while the Radja his friend had re­

ceived a great defeat, and was reduced to the Jail: extremity. At the fame 

time, Malrao, who was. one of the greateft Generals of Badjirao’s array, ha­

ving found means to crofs the Djumna, and to turn Saadet-qhan’s rear, with­

out his fu I pectin g any thing of the matter, had fallen at once upon the pro- 

'  vince of Atiiya and was actually burning and facking every thing from the

gates of that city, to the feat of Moty-bagh, which is clofe to Ecber-abad; 

ytherever he palled he left nothing but daughter, defolation and afhes: from

thence

( 3 5 S )



thence he turned towards the towns of Saad-abad and Djelair, and was going 

to ferve them in the fame manner; when Saadet-qhan, on the 22d of Zilcai- 

dah of the year 1149, iuddenly appeared in the Marhatta’s rear, like a dorm . 

that threatens deftiuCtion from afar; and finding the free-booters difpetfed, he 

fell fo vigorouflv upon them, that he never ceafed killing and daughter,, 

until he had chaced them beyond Ytimad-abad, which was at four codes dis­

tance from the field of battle. Heaps of dead where to be feen every where, 

and the road for eight miles together was drewed with corpfes. Three Ge­

nerals of charadter were taken pritoners; and Malrao himfelf being Severely 

wounded, thought himfelf happy to make his efcape with a few followers.

{ T h e main of the run-aways, having thrown away their booty, fled towards

the Djumna; and having in their hurry and condernation, miftaken one 

place for another, they plunged into a part o f the river that had ro fu d , Where 

difappearing in the eddies of annihilation they perifhed in fb/ah. Malrao with 

the few that kept pace with him, found with infinite pains his way to Bacfr"* 

rao’s camp, to whom he prefenced himfelf in the mod difinal condition, for 

this Generalifllmo of the Marhatta Empire, was then encamped at Coutele, a 

little town inhabited by Seids, clofe to Gwaliar. Whilft that wretched wag; fly­

ing, Saadet-qhan was purfuing inceffantly at the rate o f ten codes a clay and 

more, until he reached the town of Deholp8r-bari, which is at eighteen 

codes from Ecber-abad, and on this fide of the river Chunbul, whe re he had 

heard that Badjirao was encamped with the main army, and where he inten­

ded to attack and ferve that Generalifllmo in the fame manner, he had fer­

v id  Malrao, fo foon as he fhould have done with the remains of the run-a­

ways. He wifhed by fucb a double victory to recover the fullied honor of

the Hindoflanies; but finding after a fruitlefs purfuit that not one man of
. - - * 

that accurfed race was to be difeovered, he returned to his own camp, where

he gave two days red to his troops. At the end of that time, he pubiilhed

that every trooper fhould keep himfelf ready to march with four days provi-

fions
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lions and water; and that if any •onc-lhoukl be found in his tent after the 

hour cf departure, his h-orfe would be hamftrung (240), and himlelf carried 

ih deiifion round the camp. Mean while he ordered a number of ox-fkins 

and other leathern veffels to be filled with water; and a vail quantity of cakes 

; bakdk to the end that the troops might not want for either vi&uais or 

in the intended purfuit. Some light-artillery he loaded upon ele­

phants, and a quantity of wail-pieces and fwivel: upon camels; and having 

diftributet! his water and provifions upon his mules, camels, and other beafts 

o f burthen, he publifhed that he was refolved to purine the enemy beyond 

the Chunbul, arid that he would be the firft at the head of his troops to threw 

himfelf into the water, and. the foremoft to give his men an example of cou­

rage and perfeverance. Whilft he was fetting out on this expedition 

which -had now engroffed his affection, letters came from Qhandouran:

That minifies had heard of Saadet-qhan’s bravery and decifive condud,

2nd flung to the quick by a iuccefs that refleded fq much difhonoi up­

on himfelf, he wanted either to join that general and lliare in the honor of the 

expedition, or by withholding him from it, to make him a {barer in his own 

inaction and difgrace. With thefe id âs he wrote him feveral letters, in which 

under the moft(‘ fad ed oaths, he affured him that he was fetting out to join him,

«  and recommended his waiting a little until he might proceed with him on 

“ the deftt uction of thofe free-booters, but by all means advifed him to avoid 

“ all precipitation.” Saadet-qhan who had juft: mounted his horfe, found him­

felf flopped Ihort by thefe letters of the minifter’s, and greatly at a lofs how to 

act. Neverthelefs, he thought proper to fufpend his march; and three or four 

days after, he was joined by Qhandouran who on the approach of the Mar- damped by tin
, VezirandQhan-

hattas, had been ordered by the Emperor to join Saadet-qhan with feveral Jea‘

other lords and commanders. All this while the Vezir Camer-eddin-qhan was
____ j _______________ ____ ____...--+------------—---- ------- --

(a jo) The Hindoftany troopers find themfeives not only in victuals, eloathing, arms and accoutrements, but 
alfo in horfes, and this is the main reafon of their backwardnefs to face any fire of artillery or mufquetry : their 
whole fortune is at Itake.

encamped
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encamped at thirty coCes from the capital on the high road of Adjmir; and

Mahmed-qtian bangafh, with his body of troops, was alfo on that fide, watt- 

ing the arrival of the enemy. On the junflion of Qhandouran with Saif*at- 

qhan, fix or lev en days were fpent in vifits and entertainments; and this delay 

having been perceived by the Marhattis, they availed themfdves of it to recc 

ver breath from Saadet-qhan’s purfuit; and taping fuddenly his rear, they march* 

tasTa7athem- ed ftraight to the capital, which they rightly fuppofed to be empty of troops;

peace to turn this they did with fo much rapidity, that on the eighth of that Ziihidj- of that.

aTepten̂ rroto fame year they were at Toghl8c-p8r, under the command of Badjiriip, 

the capital/ °f oeneraliffimo of that nation. As that town was filled with an irrimenfe multitude 

of Muffulmen and Hindoos from the city, who had flocked thither both on 

' a principle of devotion, and on parties of pleafure, they were all lcifarely plyrv* 

clcred. An immenfe booty was made here; and the IvJarhattas .havLipg. 

the night near Qhadja-c8t8b-eddin’s monument, the iiextkUy, which was 

Atefat (2 tj 1) day, they plundered,the ftreet inhabited by the’ jewelers, and 

facked and burned all the (hops of that town. About noon they proceeded 

farther and facked the-town-of Palem.; from whence the fhoals of runaways 

and wounded flying into the city, filled it with dreadful accounts of what they 

had feen and felt; and the citizens, without further inquiry, loft both their 

courage and fenfes, filled the city w itha general uproar; and the whole oon be 

came one continued feene of difinay and confufion. I he Lmperoi hearing 

of this fudden approach of the enemies, ordered the few lords and troops that 

were about his perfon, to fally forth and to repell the Mai hattas: on liis or­

der, Emir-qhan, Radja BaHqt-mul, and Mir-haffen-qban-gocabtalh, with 

Munevver-qhan, brother toZaafer-qh'an, and Abdol-MaabSd-qban, and the 

Hindoo Sb’iS-fing, Colonel of the corps called Amberies, with many other 

commanders, Tallied forth, and advancing out of the city to an advantageous

(451) The Arefat-day is always the ninth of the month of Ziihidj ; and is fo called becaufe the Pilgrims at 
Mecca, return that- day to that mount to perfom the faciifice or Cbrbari, Which always falls on the tenth. The 

mountain itfelf is fo called, becaufe Adem and Hevah,, after foms hundred years feparatiew, met again on that 

(pot, and knew each other.

( 3 L 2 )  P *
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■ poll near the Cazif-fera and the Laat catm, they ext ended their ranks, arr! pre­

fer) te ' battle to the enemy. Mir-haiien qhan and Shy 8-fing who had more cou- 

r. • -etkaneither experience or pru lence, advanced farther; although Emir- 

. qhan who was endowed with both, repeatedly fent them word to Hop, and to 

obfenre that to fight the Ma. hactas at this particular time, fo as to part from their 

main, was a itep utterly improper ;-He thought it better that they fliould keep 

together with the others. But this advice made no effect on thofe two imprudent 

m en; they would not hear it, and continued advancing. The Marhattas at fijffc 

appeared at a diflance by one or a few at a time, until they had drawn them 

farther and farther into the plain; and then they all at once fell upon them, 

and with their fhort fpears and long fwords commenced fuch a terrible exe­

cution as threw the whole into the utmoft difmay. A man wounded found 

means to efcape, and running-up to Emir qhan, he had the boldnefs to re­

proach him with backwardnefs and negled : “  What are you doing here, faid 

*•' he, whiifta Seyd and an Imam is cutting down Emir-qhan who was ai 

man fertile in bon-rnots, and of fuch a turn of mind that for any thing in the 

world he would have not miffed an opportunity of giving way to his vein for 

raillery, heard the meffage with a fmile, and even at fuch > moment he had 

the fang fraid to anfw-er : “  friend, we are perfe&ly fatisfied with twelve Im­

ams ; if fbme one has a mind to be-a thirteenth and chafes to be cut down, 

we have noobjedions to it (252)." As the people of Hindodan have not that 

tfkill (2 pt>) in the art of fighting on horfe back, which charaderifes tbeMarhat- 

tas, moll of them were flain, and their leader Mir-haflen-qhan, with the few that

(252) Em.r-qhan, as a pretended Shy a, admitted on./ twelve Imams or Po.it.fs, defeendad from Hultein,
Kid according to their tenet , to whoever Ihould admit any other for an imam,is a reprobate and dtiieiveSI death.

<*5 3 ) 'Whether Indians are lets flexed than other nations in figl.t ngon borfeback. is very much to be doubtedt 
for t.fey have been fitted by nature, idjp good horlemen, and in fact they prove always fo, h tvmg much longer 
flunks a-ul longer legs in proportion than Europeans aad Moguls. They have alto m general no mor tb.,n fr iq 
nine to eleven Ribs, w.iereas thofe nations ha.e the.it from ten to twelve and fourteen. Hence the navel with 
an European is at the middle ot biS body, whereas with an Indian .t is tour inches higher i nenoe there is nn 
groom in Hindoftin; who will not jump readily upo h.s m tier’s hone, without any Jtirrup or t.elp ; henca 
the generality of the Indians are fo light-footed, that they make nothing of following and preceding fcn. li-hmen 
on a full gallop, whether the latter be in a coach or on a fleet horit. Common fervants have been leea 
who would run down a hare.

Y  y remained
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remained, with him, made his retreat, wounded, and hardly alive, and the 

run-aways defpoiled of their arms and liorfes, crept back every one to his 

houfe. Emir-qhan and the other commanders, after having tarryed at tb . 

pod the whole day, on the dulk of the evening returned to their tents. Mean 

while the plundering and backing of Toghl8c-p8r, and the danger whic&i 

threatened Shah-Djehan-nabad having been rumoured abroad, the Lords at 

the head of the armies in the environs of the capital, knowing that the Em­

peror was left alone, and that the Marhattas had fuddenly dilappeared, haf- 

tened to court with the rapidity of fo many Couriers. The Vezir Came 

eddin-qhan who was the neareft of all, being only at thirty codes, arrived the 

firft; and having had on the ninth of Zilhidj a fiurmifh with the Marhattas, 

he on the next day, which was the day of the facrifice, encamped in the fu~ 

burbs of the capital, at which fight the Marhattas retired a little farther. Saadet- 

qhan on his fide, quitted Eeber-abad where he was, and having, meafured fixty 

five caffes in two days, (354) he arrived on the evening of the fecond day 

at Talpat which is dole to the city. Qhandouran who had fet out with him, 

arrived fome time after; and the third day Mahmed-qhan-bangalh joined 

them. As the :M  .rhattas had already felt the weight of the blows dealt out 

by Saadet-qluh, and they had plentifully drank of the water (455) that flow­

ed from his fibre, they did not like to fee him again and in fuch numerous 

company ; and being befides heavily loaded with booty, they wheeled round 

and retreated, burning, and facking, and utterly destroying in their retreat the 

towns o f Rivari and EatSdi; after which, they marched on to Malva and 

Gudjrat, their new conquefta, ruining and deftroying every thing in their 

The Emperor journcy> but without tarrying any where. The refult of all thofe troubles 

ofuncit conienw and movements was, that the Emperor obferving that of fo many generals and
to pay a tribute
tocheMariettas Lords, not one but Saadet-qhan had thought of attacking the Marhattas or

(j  54) The b acts:- fo much efteemed all over the Eaft are of a fteel, that looks waved, and hence fuch a fabre 
if it has thofe waves v<fry clofe and ihort, is called Ab-dar or ivatry ; and the waves themfelves are called a i, 
water. Hence fo many aliufions and metaphors quite natural to ons, that lias feen Perfianand Hindoitaunee 
fabres,

i .(155) About one hundred and fifty miles.
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>i purflvmg them; and that they had all of them availed themfelvcs of feme

excufe, to remain where they were, without moving a foot; he fell into a ftate 
«•
~ dependence, and concluded with his whole council that it would be ex­

pedient to put an end to all his anxiety by paying them a chout, or tribute.

T h a t  prince although completely convinced tbatNizam-el-mulk was the 

contriver and director of this meurfion, was likewife lenfible how difficult it 

would be to punilh him for fuch a condud; and thinking it better to ufe po­

licy, he wrote him fevcral letters full of kindnefs; gave him the title of Afiei- 

dja (256), raifed his military grade to eight thoufand horfes, and flattered hia 

pride Co much, that the other refolved to come to court. Leaving therefore 

his fecond for Nizam-eddoulah-nafr-djung (257)> Deputy anc  ̂Lieu­

tenant in the kingdom of Decan, he fet out for the capital; but the rumour 

of his coming being fpread every where, Qhandduran hurried with ail his 

might the agreement with the Marhattas, to prevent his having any 

concern in the treaty. It was ftipu'ated that they would henceforwards ap­

prove themfelvcs the Servants of the Imperial court, and obey his Majefty’s 

commands, as well as the directions of his minifters, without keeping up any 

correfpondence with Nizam-el-mulk, or fiding with him in any manner. This 

was the purport of the agreement; but the Marhatta General perceiving the 

pufillanimity and cowardice of the grandees at court, and fenfible of the 

want of difeernment in the minifter, made a treaty with both parties, and 

kept fair with both the court and Nizam-el-mulk. The latter being arrived 

at Shah-djehan-abad On the 16th of the firft Reby in the year 1150 payed 

hisrefpeds to the Emperor; and about a month after, the Qhylaat of the 

two governments of Malva and Gudjrat, were confered on his eldefl fon 

Ghazi-eddin-qhan on the difmiffion of Djehi-fing and Badjiiao. On the 

Friday following news arriving of the deceafe of Abdol-femed-qhan, the fa-

(*5*0 The wife minifter that fits inftead of Afief, Minifter to Suleiman or Solomon.

(1157) Nafr-djung is the prince affaflinatedin his own camp by fome malcontents fupported by Dupleix, the 
Governor of Fondii. berry.

y y 2 mous
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. I # 7 mous Viceroy of Lahor, a Qhylaat of confblation was beftowed on the

Vezir Camer-eddin-qhan his brother; and other QhyLats of condoiunee 

were fent hkewife to that General’s family at Lahor, together with a partir 

lar one to Zekeriah-qhan, his fan who received thereby a confirmation of the 

Governments of Lahor and MSUan. At the fame time Nizam-el mulk in 

obedience to the Emperor’s command, marched out to chaftife Badjirao; and 

he advanced to Acbar-abad; and having Iked as his deputy in that city, a 

gelation of his own, he marched to Malva by eroding the Djumna at Acbar- 

abad ; and having paffed to Atva, he recrofied that river at Calpi and arrived 

in the Bundelcund, where he arrefted the Radi a or Prince of the Country.

From thence he advanced to Bhopal, which is a town of the dependency of 

Malva. Badjirao hraring of his defign, came out from the Decan at the 

head of a mighty hod, and meeting Nizam-el mulk. on the plains o f that 

town, feveral bloody engagements took place ; but as none of them proved 

decifive, the latter who now received intelligence that Nadyr-fhah had invaded 

Hindoftan, thinking the Marhattas but a fmall object in con.pari fon, pre­

ferred an accommodation with Badjirao, and leaving thofe enemies behind, lie 

returned to the car.’cal with all expedition.

T roubles and evils of this magnitude were reckoned but fmall obje&s 

by a fet of Traitorous grandees, who intent only on ruining each other, made 

no account of the confequences, if they could but compafs their private ends: 

nor did they make any fcruples, when necefiary for their purpofe, to Ihed 

the blood of Mufulmen, and to flaughter a whole race of Seyds. Seif-eddin- 

aaly-qhan, one of thofe noble perfons attached to the late Abdollah-qhan, had, 

qn that Vezir’s defeat, retired upon his paternal eftate, where he fubfifted 

upon a fmall revenue afforded by a Djaghir of Imperial gift and aTaallookof 

land (258), which had been hereditary iii his family. This Bender fubfiftance,

(158) In order to underftand thouronghly this affair, the reader muff, be intern ed that 3 Djahir is a gran! of 
land' in free hold, or for a quit rent or for fome expected iervice, but in general, revocable at the donor’s 
pleafure; and a Taallo ik, is a fpot of land either purchffed by the acquiror’s money or held by him under a 
fixed rent or as a copy hold ; whereas a Zemindary is alw ys held in Capita. It is often hereditary, but not 
at ways. The alcemgab is a Djagtur irrevocable,, and at' courts M s within tbs defeription of charity-iand.

juft
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■ juft enough to fupport life, he lliared with a number of old, impotent, or
ruined perfons of his family and dependence; and it was this final 1 eftite that 

proved an eye lore to Camer-eddin-qhan and to the Turanians, who unable 

to bear the fight of a Seyd, and chcrifhing in heir bofbms an enmity to the 

whole race, were refolved to extirpate every relation of Hofft:in-aaly-qh;:n’s.

With this in’eniion Camer-eddin-qhan appointed one Huflrmet-qhan tq the 

Command of the cbeclaw or divifion of Soharen-poor, who had orders to 

take poffeffion of, and cOnfifcate the lands and eftates held by Seifieddin-a tly- 

qhan and the other perions and dependants of Hoflein-aaty-qhan’s family*

That wretched being arrived on the fpor, extended the hand of ufurpaticn and 

violence on the pofleffions of the Prince of the children of Adam (2 59), and 

wanted to deprive Seif-eddin-aaly-qhan and thofe unfortunate people of that 

little which conflituted their very fubfiftance. Reducedtothe laft extremity, and 

at a lofs how to efcape from the claws of that wrenched, they, according to the 

fenten.ee, defpalr knows no laws, rofe in their own defence, and deprived their 

oppreifoi of the garment of life. This aft of neceffity was highly refented by 

die Vezir and his brother Azim-ollah-qhan; and thofe men that had put up pa­

tiently with Djan-neflar-qhan’s death, and with amifereant Gtatoo’s taking pof- 

fefiion of a Mufulman's confort and family; thofe men that had made fo final! 

account of fo black a crime; and had fo little fenfe of honor and fhame, as to 

have not thought fo much as once hpw to take an adequate revenge for fuch towa'of^jw! 

an enormity; thofe very men now looked upon fuch an ait o f neceffity, and 

the killing of Hufhmet-qhan by a Seid’s hand (260), to be a flagitious affront 

that concerned the honor of government, and refiefted upon the unfullied cha-

(  5 >) Rio amncil.— the ..uthors bigotry and nai rownefsof mind is throughout this ltory exhibited in Arango 
colour's ; and he all a long make? nothing of a private man’s railing the Aandard.of rebellion, againft an oftabliiH- 
cd Prince, whom lie had fo :ght with an arrted hand, who had fuffered him hitherto to live quietly, and whole 
followers he had undoubtedly ferved with refumptions and con!.Cation, had his pa tv prevailed.

(260) This notion of the peculiar blefifii»\g.attendingthe being killed bya SeVd’s hand is hardly known in India, 
fm to thi day after a lapfe of twel ve Centuries, it is fo rooted amohgft even camel-drivers o f Mecca, Medina and 
Ta f, that the meaneft of them on being detailed in a theft on loading and unloading a traveller’s things on their 
om eis, never fails- to reprimand him by thefe very words vtihat an th*>« p-mhimrfir/ <m l  m/ tty Lord mimap# f 
any a.ipute about filch a pretention would be followed by a blow, and that by a ftaU

* Z  z rafter
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rafter of its minifters; and nothing now could expiate fuch an enormity, but 

fpilling the blood of an iliuftrious Seid and putting to the fword a whole 

family of needy people. The expedition was thought of importance enough, 

to require no lefs an appointment than that of that fecond AbSfoffian, 

(261), his own brother, Azim-ollah-qhan, who with the remains of the ar­

my of Damafcus, that is with a body of TSnmians under his command, and 

a body of Rohillas under that of Aly-Mahined-qhan Rohilah, joined fome o- 

ther troops of Ferid-eddin-qhan, and Ozmet-olIaK-qhan’s, both Sheh-zadas 

o f Lucknow, the latter of whom was Fodjdar of M8rad-abad on the p:\,4 
of Camer-eddin-qhan, and they marched to deftroy the Nobleman in queffion, 

and all the Seids of Barr (262), Thole wretches animated by a diabolical 

fpirit of revenge, being arrived in that country, ranged their troops in order of 

battle; and Seif-eddin aaly-qhan on his fide having put himfelf at the head or 

his dependants and kinfinen, and the few that chofe to Hand by him in that 

critical moment, both parties advanced againft each other,, the injured SeicI, 

being refolved to defend his honor, life and property : lie was inferior in num­

bers, and deftitute jpf artillery and of fome other neceflaries; neverthelefs he 

drew fo much ftrength from his own defpair, that he repulfed Azim-ollah- 

qhan, and made him lofe a great deal of groundp he was even going to fend 

this wretched with his mifcreants to their deftined feats at the bottom of hell, 

when another army of accurfed RohilaAfghans made its appearance on the 

Scid’s Hank, and poured fuch a violent fire of mufquetry and rockets, as 

made all thofe fields with their Lord at their head drink of the cup of martyr­

dom. After that they advanced to Djanfitah, a town where the unfortunte

< i6i ) Aboo-fofian, an uncle of Mohammed’s hod always approved himfelf an inveterete enemy to the Prophet, 
but with the author a bigotted chiWrfh Shy a, he had another flaw, he was father to Mdaviah, wfiofet at nought 
Aly’s pretences to  the qhaiifat, or (apr-me dominion, aiuTfent fiorn Damafcus, his refidencs a numerous arm# 
to fight bin.

( i6 i)  The Mafutmen of India divided themfelves into four races : Moguls,'or white men—Grangers andthefe 
are called a race of Kings-Parans, or Afghans, or a race of fohtiers, Shefcs or a race of learned men : and thefe 
lart ;,re either converted Gentoos or defendants fromarabians, as (he word Sheh-zadah implies; laftly Seids or 

■ 3 race faor A, that is thofe pretended to be descended from the prophet; and in no other country of the worJJ 
as the appellation of Seid, fo much ufurped or fo much refjxcad.

Seid
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>3xl Seid had tahen ip his refidence, as having been built and peopled by his 

illuftrious anceftors; and liftening only to the dictates o f infolence and 

avidity, t ^undered and facked it, throwing themfelves on the houfes 

of thole unfortunate Seids, nor were they alhamed to lay their prophane 

hands "pon thofe chafte Seidanee matrons that had never fet a foot on a ftreet, 

and to expofo their nakednefs (263), to the open air after having covered their 

heads with the allies of w oe and defilement. That unfortunate town became for 

fume days a pi&ure of the Laft Day’s defolation. The cries and lamentations 

tl, ; inceflanriy came from fo many impotent people llriped of their all, and the 

fcrcams that role from thofe defolate habitations emptied of their contents, found 

their way as fk  as the cupola of the feventh Heaven. For it is reported by per- 

fons worthy of credit, that for feveral days together after the perpetration of all 

tbefe enormities, fuch an uncommon rednefs overfpread the horizon morning 

and evening, that it feemed as if the hem of tyrannical heaven had been deeped 

in the blood of thofe unfortunate people, and the eye of the day and night had 

been Shedding tears of blood on the fate of thofe afflided women. Thele violen­

ces exercifed upon Seids, and the confequent rednefs of the horizon gave room 

to the conjedures of thofe tbx were vei led in hiftory; and perons skilled in 

unravelling Phyficai caufes, and who, to that knowledge of times and Phe­

nomena, added an acquaintance w ith the niceties and particulars that are the 

refult of the heavenly bodies, were all unanimous in affirming, that this 

country would infallibly be afflided by Ibme General maflacre and a 

variety of miferies, as a punition for the Vezir’s blind obllinacy, and as a 

chaftifement for the violences exercifed by that accurfed Azim-ollah-qhan on 

the defcendants of the Prophet: For they affirmed that fuch and the like ca­

lamities had always been portended by fuch an extraordinary rednefs of the 

Sky.

(*«3) a  Seidanee is a Said woman ; in India Seydanees make it a point ever to take 4  fecond huiband, altho* 
in other refpcfts they take freedoms enough in all continence : Neverthclefs fame o f t e n  ©try She point fo for 

•  to ftarve Uensfclws to death, or to take poifon after lofmg a hufoand,

iVr- : . . Z Z ft ‘ ; 1 vri.f -JZ . .
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O f  th e  S e i r  M u t a q h e k i n ,  or  R e v i e w  o f  M o d e r n  T i m e s ,

Contents of the Fourth Se&ion.

Qhan&oZran by neglettlng the narrow paffes on the frontiers of CabBl, puts i f  fa 
Nadyr-fbah's power to invade Hindojlan with eafe— the Indians afford countenance 
and Jbeil er to the Afghans ofCmlahar— Several ambaffles and complaints fruhlefly 
fent from the court of Iran to that of Dehli— Nadyr-Jhah fends amv'cr ambaffy 
to Debit, and then ten mffengers— CabBl fur renders to Nadyr-fhah—his ten mefi 
ffngers maffaered by the people of Djelahtbad— Nadyr-ftah jacks Djelal-abad—  
Naffr-qhan Viceroy of CabZl, defeated and' taken-—.Zecariah-qhan, Viceroy of 
Labor, is beaten, and furrenders— Mahmed-Jhah marches out, but veryjlowly, 
to oppofe the enemy-—‘amazing fupinenefs of the Indian army— Action at Can, J., 
which proves ■■decifive— ^handUBran, Jlain, and Saadet-qhan, taken by the Ira­
nians— Nadyr-ffah agrees to return to his dominions on being payed two Corors—  
but this treaty is overjet by court intrigues— Mahmed-Jhah is fent for to the Iranian 
Camp, and arnfted— the Hindof any army being difbanded, djperfes— the Iranians 
enter the city^-The Iranians fet upon and maffaered on a report of Hadyrjhab'f 
death— Nadyr-fhah incenfed, orders a general maffacre— He rejlores the crown 
of Hindojian to its owner, after having appropriated to himjeif fane teritmies 
of it— Mahmed-ffah on that conqueror's departure, thinks of difmiffmg the I r a ­
nian party from th: adminifiraiion— is dijuadedfrom fuck a jtep by the very favo­
rite he wanted to raij-’ on their ruin.— Admirable cbarchter of Shudjah-qhan Viceroy 
of Bengal— -He is fv.ee.eded by his fon, Ser-efraz-a1 an—-who is foon dijpoffeffed by 
Ally-verdi-qhan— lie latter imparts his dejhn fs hi: troops, after having harangued 
them— Artfully feizes otfNbe pafs that opens into flengal— his artful infidious ma­
nagement— Battle of Gheriah, in which Ser-efraz-qban is Jlain— heroical death of 
GhbZs-qhan and of his two fans— Alii verdi-qhan takes poffeffion ofMdrjhMabad—  
his Jingular fpeeck to the deceafed prince's mother— admirable char abler of the new 
Viceroy.

J S  Y  this time Qhando8ran’s power and influence had rifen to a heighth; but 

fuch a ftrange perverfity had grown up in his mind, or he was naturally fo 

very unfortunate, that whatever he took in hand or contrived, was lure to mif- 

carry, or to be produ&ive of feme mifehief; and fo foon as he had done any 

thing, he always had reafon to repent of it : luch was his treaty with the 

Marhattas, mentioned in the foregoing Iheets; and this is to be underftood 

as a farnple from a quantity, and as a handful from a heap- .His connivance, 

at the peculation exercifed in the article of public money fent to Cabul; anti

ins
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Ms negled in the guard of the narrow paffes and defiles of that province 

are of that number, together with the little attention he payed to the complaints 

of the troop , appointed to guard thofe inlets of that mountainous province; 

nor can it be doubted but that to fuch a negled is owing the mighty calamity 

which Hir'doftan fuffered from Madyr-lhah’s invafion. For had he attended
• V QhandoSrait

to the payment of the Mountaineers, deftined to guard thofe difficult paffes; the r̂ownSaf- 

and had lie taken for the confervation of that province, fuch other precautions (faceofeawT
( puts it in the

as the cafe required, it is probable that Nadyr-lhah would not have thought Jĥ To°L̂ ad!» 

ol .nvading Hindoftan ; or if he had, that he would not have found in his eaiv!' wlW* 

paffage thofe unexpeded facilities that fomuch expedited his march. Nafyr* 

qnan, the Governor of that important province, was a pious man, that (pent 

his whole ;(rae either in hunting, or in devotions and in reading the Coran ; he 

had never made the leaft reprefentation to QhandoBran on the latter’s with­

drawing, as <jf no purpofe, the penfion of twelve lacks a year, which ufed 

to be Cent for the guards and garrilons ©f thofe parts. Flense the vallies and 

and defile’s uf the province were left unguarded both by he Governor, who 

did not mind them, and by t>e minifter who did not. '.auk them of fo much 

importance, as to trouble hi, head With them. Hence the guards being ill- 

payed, abandoned their polls, and the garrilons being utterly neglected, 

invited the invaders; and the report of the minifter’s inattention, and of the 

weaknefs of government, being rumoured every where, everyone without 

fear of controul or examen, thought only of cutting for himfelf without 

minding any conlequences. The roads and paffes being neglected, every 

one paffed and repaired, unobferved ; no intelligence was forwarded to court 

of what was happening ; and neither Emperor nor Minifter ever afked why 

no intelligence of that kind ever reached their ears. But this negled was 

followed by another ftill more ruinous in it’s conlequence.

' t f . :

A  2 I t
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I T j5 a finciularobfcrvation that the Princes of the illuftriousrace of 

never had the Icaft occafionto apply to theEmperors ofHimloffim loranyler- 

vice; and cm the contrary that Emperors o f Bindoflan, namely, Sultan Babr 

and Sultan H8raat8n, took refuge in the Courts of the immortal Sbafa-ifnuul 

and of his virtuous fon Shah Tahmafp, (that precious gem worthy c t \ y E c e  

in paradife,) and that they were cherifhed and affifted by thofe Enacts in the 

recovery of their dominions. Neverthelefs h  is certain and notorious that the 

Emperors of the Sefevian race, although no ways influenced by neceffity, or 

any views of their own, kept by Embaffies and congratulations, acomhnt inter - 

conrfe with the Emperors of Hindoftan, and thereby exhibited proofs of their 

good nature and civility ; neverthelefs fo uncivil was the Court of Sh ili-djehan- 

abad under Mahmed-fhah, and fo unatcentive to thofe marks oftimity and 

friendlhip, that If feemed intirely infenfible to them, or even ha 1 atFumed op- 

poiite fentiments: for on the fubfiding of the civil wars in the Empire ol Iran, 

and onShah-Talhnafp the fecond’s taking poffieffion of the,T hroneof his an- 

ceftors, and driving from thence the Afghan t o v i jM  Mahmed-ihab, fo far 

from taking any be/ommg concern in that ewbt by a congratulation or any 

other mark of attention, on the contrary had)kept a friendly correfpon- 

dence with the Afghan Pir-veifs, and had thereby opened a door for meflages 

and letters, although Pir-VeiAs fon had never made any difficulty of invading 

MSltan and putting every thing to lire and Avoid m that province, during 

the little time his family kept polfeffion of Candahar. It is no Ids certain 

that Shah-tahmafp,after pofleffing himfelf of Ifpahan his capital,and deftroying 

the Afgan power, had fent one of his Lords to the Hindoftany court with an ac­

count of thefe events, and alfo fome letters that inftnuated that thole ungrateful 

and perfidious mountancers having been chaftifed according totheit defeits

, (164) The Sefevian fan. ly, of which there are feveral branches pow in India,audm B ngalu- the year , 746

l  «  m  app lUuve nan, of the f«n«y that had in ttwo
and h. s been exy < lied by Cmce called Jtad)'ir-toih: h»w event« >

who toaukiwi that fanity. ,
and

. E'.'B : j v. "■/: v. ;i '''c’-yv-' .  ... V-".. : >HvJ
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sfnd driven out oflran, ha 1 now noplace left in the world for refuge, againft the 

deftroying arm of the Iranian troops but the Empire of Hindoftanj that is 

was therefore incumbent, upon the prudence of the Hindoftany Court to refuijgf 

admittance to thofe -mifereants within their territories. However neither the 

ter. hu5 the atnbafly were taken notice of* but after a deal o f time, and it was 

only to returf’; an ambiguous f.ivolous anllver by the fame ambaflador. On the 

Imperial Prince Abbafs-mirza’s mounting the throne of I ran, another fueh am- 

baffy and another inch requeftwas fent from that Court into Hiodoftan, and 

trds mifiifter too after a deal of time, was difmiiTed with fuch another letter as the 

preceediiag, a letter full of words that faid nothing to the purpofe. Another 

envoy came again from the fame quarter on Nadyr fit ah’s being firmly edablith 

ed on the throne; and it was a Cuzzul-bafli (265) of character who biought it i 

but the ambaflador having been plundered by banditties on the road, it was with 

the utmoftdifficulty, and not but after many entreaties that he obtained from 

them to return him his credentials; and.thefe proved to be vie letter for Saa- 

det-qhan, who liad now become one of the rnoft confult .able Lords of 1dm- 

dodan, and one for Mahmcd fliah- With all the pal. s imaginable, he per­

formed his journey to the capital, and delivered his medage and letters, but 

with out having the means of returning home. Nor did M ihmed-lluh 

or any of his Minifters much fnind his dillrefs. They were wholly 

ablorbed in wondering at fo many envoys’ and fo many meflages fent 

from Iran: but furprifed at the fame time, to hear that H odaa-q'un, the 

Afghan had taken poffeflion of Canduhar, whe:e he got himfc if crowned, 

and from whence he made incurfions into M 3 lean, a Province of rlindoflan ; 

they fent for Nizam-el-mulk from Dccan with intention to avail thanfelves 

in cafe of need of the abilities of an old General, who had ferved with difhnc* 

tion under Aoreng-zib the conqueror, and palled for a vod that had feen

( i « 5)  C uxxti-ktfi fign ft. s red head, a name gi.-eit to a body of tweUe tlvutaiul men ranee f«r is S' »<
Ww firft Shah-hawil* aud which the Turks are p l a i i  to give ax dendou to the w x w *  U m o t  i  e* w*

n.ycli
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much bad weather, was much experienced in the ways of the world, and 

thoroughly apprifed of the difference betwixt day and night. They kept 

him at court, although he wanted to return to Decan; and they were refolved to 

put his abilities and his experience to the tell, fhould any untoward emergen­

cy come to take place; for about this time Nadyr-lhah had advanced as T. •« 

Candahar, which he belieged; and from thence he had feritagan Mahmed - 

qhan the Turk-man, with a repetition of his former meffage, and a complaint 

upon the former fubje&s. The envoy being arrived at, the capital, deljver- 

Kadyr-ftu’i fed his letter and meffage, and was delired to wait a little, but with no poll- 

ArabMfyteDci- tive anfwer although he infilled upon his departure. The minifters difputed a-

raelIcn2ers‘ mongft themfelves, fometimes about the purport of the anfwer, and fome-

timet about what ftile was to be ufed, and what title lliould b t g> ver> to 

Nadyr-lhah : they went fo far as to think it a piece of good policy to delay 

the Ambaflador’s return ; and they waited to lee whether the Afghan-huffein- 

qhan, after having ruined Nadyr-lhah’s forces before Candahar, would not 

fo far weaken that ounce, as to reduce him to n idling ; after which there 

Would not be any oc:aff>n to write' an anfwer it all. Mean while the fiege 

o f Candahar being converted into a long Mockadc, and Mahmed-qhan not 

making his appearance, Nadyr-lhah wrote him a letter, and fent it by a few 

horfemen; the letter inquired about the reafons of fo much delay, and it recom­

mended deligence, and a fpeecly return, with an anfwer. But all this did 

not haften his departure; and he continued to be detained under a variety 

o f pretences, without being able to obtain any anfwer at all. The blockade 

of Candahar drawing to a length,Nadyr-lhah ordered a town to be built over 

againft it, which.he called Nadyr-abacb; and from thence the fiege was re­

newed, and admits given ; until at laft a body of Cuzzelbalhes efcaladed the 

walls, put the Afghans to the fword every where, and took the forterels to- ^

( , 6 6 1  A province i» the north ofPerfia or iron, called A foW ,™  from the mazy-woods with which it w 4  
in ancient times overfpread, and with which it is to tins day furruimded, the woi'd mm* having the fame hgn.fi- 
ention both in English .-and Perfian. Nor is this particular to be doubted of asbefides the wordsfather, mother 
< i . , , b r o t h e r ,  to,amt, ieckrw,toJlanH,t*f r, with the words Pear, bore, burthen, bill, teg tec. and above a 
hundred more ail moaoiyllubss, or at molt dyidlabes, are i-oth EngUfh and Pvtiian,

together
( 3 1  ̂  ' '



M  U  T  A d .  H  E  R I N . 525 ( n y

.. , u L L
^ ^ e r h e r  with Huffein-qhan, who was Tent to end his days in Mazanderan where 

lie was confined.

I t niufi be obferved, that finee the fignai defeat given the Afghan’s at 

Shiraz in Iran, they had led a wandering life without King and without G o  

X r $ ; c ia » in fo-much that moil of them, hard preffed by their enemies, had 

fpread all eve Hindoftari where they had turned hufbandmen in fome parts, 

and foldiers in others, fettling themfeives in feveral provinces of that Empire, 

where they incorporated with the other fubjefts. Aly-mahmed-qhan, called 

Roiiiila, was one o f them. In the battle againfi: Seif-eddin-aaly-qhan,, he 

had rendered an important fervice to Azim-oilah-qhan, that had recom­

mended him to the notice, and alfo to the favor oi the irezir Camer-cddin- 

qhan, who gave him in free gift fome Lands and fome Djaghtrs dependent 

on the Qtjaliffah office. This man, although only an adoptive fon to an Af­

ghan, being originally a Gentoo Ahir or herdftnan, found means to approve 

himfeJfa man of courage and abilities; and having taken Into his fervice, and 

ajfembkd about his perfon W e  herds of Afghans that were continually flying 

from Candahar, he formed tVeni into an army, and b) their means fpread 

his authority in the countries c /ntiguotis to hisDjaghiry lands, fuch as AnoBlah,

Sumbul, Moradabad, Bedahon, Bcrheily and fome others, of which he took 

poffeffion. From this narrative it will appear that the propofa! made to Mah- 

med-fliah for (hutting the paflages of Cab 8 3, (o as to prevent the Afghans front- 

flocking into India, was in fact beyond his power; for the garrifons ofthoie parts 

having been totally negkded ; theeuftomary remittances in money from the 

Capital, foppreffed j and the guards of the defiles and difficult pafles, left un­

payed and unthought of, whilft the Governor himfelf was contented with refi­

ning at L a te r ; wtere was the man that would mind tbofe troops of free-boo- 

ters, andthofefhoalsof Afghan banditries that -were continually paffing and re-- 

. palling J and even fuppofrng that any one had fuch a mind, where was the 

■ power to enforce a prohibition ! and how probable coc.J tt be that afet o

minitlers, who, with fuch a man as Nidyt-ihah at their elbows, for years
together


