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III.

The tafle of every manly fport is o’e r ;
And every wonted joy, is joy no more;
The change his comrades fee with fad furprize ;—

His comrades never faw the heaven of ■—— ’s eyes.

Verfes to the Memory of my B r o t h e r ,

T h e  em blem  o f  his foul, a  p leafing  form ,
Of manners mild, as of affections warm:
A bolder fpirit and a gentler mind,
To frame the happiefl temper, ne’er were join’d.
Grave without pride, l'edate but not aullere,
Whofe word was always to his thought fincere ;
Whofe nice ideas vice could ne’er deprave,
Whofe wifdom, virtue, honour, morals gave :
Who knew, with eafe, the gen’rous choice of friend 
With the fond brother’s native tie to blend.

The lilent gaze, the big tear-fullied eye,
The bofom burffing to fupprel's it’s figh,
Or fadder figns of melancholy woe,
To meaner forrows may relief bellow :
Mine on the dear remembrance ever lives,
The caufe alone the confolation gives; •
Let me in ravilh’d fancy Hill enjoy 
The fond ideas of my vanilh’d joy.
Tir’d of the bufy buflle of the day,
And thofe purfuils which fnatch the man aw ay;
In you alone a calm my cares could find;
You footh’d each ruffling tumuli'of the mind,
Lull’d vain ambition dawning in my foul,
Or taught its meanefl motions to controul;
Deaf to my call if Fortune turn’d away,
Or fmil’d returning with more gladfome ray,
Your Heady mind, which no extremes could move,
Each drain’d emotion fail’d not to reprove;
’Twas you firit bid me dare to think with eafe,
And taught reflection’s glare the means to pleafe ;
You gave at once a labour’d life’s whole bent,
And fhow’d that all its blifs was but content;
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Or if you gaily wore the cheerful brotr*
And bid Imagination warmlyglow
W illi livefeft beam while bnght’ning Fancy thooa, *
Undazzled Judgment dill prffprv’d her throne.
No partial I'cantUi fooihYi dbiiatur’d pride,
Nor envy i'coff’d life blifs (he not enjoy'd.

A l riling follies Wit unerring tmw,
The world luppiicd us follies cve|‘ new.
Though^ flop thy wing, nor trace the difmal hour 
That'bid faeh virtues be-on earth no more.
Long-ling’ring Death his arm fulpended held;
And thy indifference with amaze l>ehdd;
Each horror wore that cdu’d infpire a dread,
Yon fmii'd and gently bow’d the willing head,
Sunk like a lily drooping to the rain.
With brighter beauties to revive again.
So when amidft a herd of youthful -liters,
One proudly tow'ring o er the raft appears,
His aweful front with facred fillets hound 
B y virgins fair with flowing honours crown’d,
He ftalks raajeftic thro’ his native field,
His humbler fellows the precedence yield ;
Ah ! what avails to know he far exceeds 
Each fallen rival in the neighbouring mead* ?
For him alone the burning altars wait,
His haplefs beauties but infme his fate;
His haplefs beauties doom him, from the crowd,
Alone a vidlim worthy of a god- 
I f  fpirits pure may cult their eyes below,
And blifs eternal can a refpite know,
Vouchfafe to hear a fuppliaat brother's prayer :
Make him in heaven, as once on earth, thy care;
Oh! let thy influence brighten all his way,
On every virtue beam th’ enlightening ray ;
With gentle hand fuJlain his iaulV’ring foul.
Teach when its powers to urge, and when controu!;
O f every paffion lull the impetuous gale,
Let moderation foftly fwel) the fail,
While heady reafon holds the certain helm :
Storms may tumultuous rife, but let them not o’erwhelm ;

, f Then give me, landed from life’s varied fea,
a enjoy at once tlry God, thy Heaven, and Thee.
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A n Angel’s face, a killing form,
Sure, without will, each heart to warm ;
A fenfe, that loftnefs feldom knows ;
A wit, tiiat unaffected glows: ,
Say, is not this a finifh’d piece,
Or can fuch charms l'tiil want a grace ?

Fond Nature, ftriving not to err,
Gave every ft rake too fierce a glare; *
Perfection afk-s a fofter touch,
And had been hit, if not fo much;
Amaz’d the wond’rous draught we fee,
The foul is from emotion free.

Then, haplefs Strephon, let me mourn 
Thy love, that never can return;
Ah ! what avails thy fprightly fenfe,
Thy wit, thy eafy eloquence ;
Thy happy mind, thy gentle form,
The generous foul, as juft as warm ?

In vain her paflion thou would’ft move,
For Chloe’s foul can but approve ;
And gives with reafon’s jufter eye 
Efteom, which envy can’t deny.
The wax which now thy billet leals,
Infinite thy fate reveals:

That ne’er imprdlive foftnefs knows,
But when in ardent flame it glows;
The ftamp which then you fail to ufe,
The hard’ning liibftance will refufe.

L I N E S ,  written Auguft 1749.
T h e  Mufe no more with rapture fmiles,

Nor gives the tranfport that each care beguiles;
She fees averfe her vot’ry prove 

The wretched liibject of all-pow’rful love.
h “ Adore,
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<r Adore, with cruel zeft, fhe cries,
“  Thy wanton god of tortures, pangs, and fighs $

But ever loie the hour o f cafe,
“ W hich 1 alone could ever teach to pleafe.”

Vain is 'advice, experience vatu,
The willing Have is curs’d without his chain*

A 1 moil two twelvemonths now are pail,
Since Lydia rul'd, the tyrant of my breaft.

The joke of friends, the Iheer of foes,
Perplex'd, not cur’d, my fondly nourifti’d woes.

The filent; gaze, the languid eye,
Fetch’d from my in mod heart the heaving fi-gh.

Betray’d diffirnulaf ion’s mien,
And all the lover, all the wretch was feen *,

But when the heart-expanding bowl 
Pour’d forth each cautious fecret of my foul.

To you my bed and beft-Iov’d friend,
Fond my fick heart as well as health to mend,

I wept the melancholy tale,
Nor bhdh’d unmanly follows' to reveal;

This tyrant paffion lords alone,
And bears no rival near his cruel throne-;.

E lfe rage for undeferv’d difdain,
Tor all the ftudy’d triumphs o’er my pain,

Or fcorn to fee unequal worth,
The affluent dulnefs o f fame ion o f earth,

Preferr’d to fpirit, parts, and fonts,
I f  riches fail to gild the fair pretence,

Long finee had made me quit the field,.
.And to my meaner rivals'proudly yield1.

W hile thus I talk’d with brow fever.*,
You fondly, anxious to retrieve each care,

Advis’d long abfence for toy cure,
And urg’d the means its. anguiih to endure-*

But all that reafon could faggeft.
Was loft amidft the tumults o f m y breaft:

I  full dragg’ l on th’ alternate chain 
O f Love, Diflike, o f Paffion, and Difdain,

Now' Chloe reigns without eontroul,
The charming miftrefs of my foul,

Gentler
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Gentler than all her fex her air,
But not. more gentle than divinely fair:

Away Advice with ferious brow,
And Ridicule with lelf-conceited glow;

In vain you check my Chloe’s fway,
She’s form’d to reign, as I  am to obey.

* * .

September 1749.

H I N T  taken from H orace. Bk ii. Od. 8. »
Ulla fi Juris tibi pejerati.

If for the perjur’d faith and broken vow,
Thy blooming cheek had loft its lovely glow ;
I f  for the gods, fo oft invok’d and fcorn’d,
Thy fick’ning eye its lively luftre mourn’d;
I  might perhaps believe the guileful tale,
And each falfe tear might to thy wilh prevail.

But while the partial gods protecft that form,
In fpight of all their wrongs, from ev’ry harm ;
Nay, bid thy guilty beauties brighter (hine,
And each offending charm be more divine;
Amaz’d, the aweful hand of Heav’n I  fee,
And own its worft o f pefts confirm’d in Thee.

“ Venus, you fay, and Cupid, are your friends,
’Tis they dire eft, and you but work their ends.”
True ; for I  fee the boy, with cruel finile,
Urge all thy arts and temper every wile,
His angry heart beats for th’ expected hour 
O f deftin’d vengeance for his injur’d pow’r,
Tho’ now each anxious mother fadly fear,
Her only hopes (hon’d catch th’ infectious air,
Tho’ now the weeping bride in filence mourn,
The figh unable to oblige return ;
Whilft, by thy wiles allur’d, the headlong youth 
Quits for thy charms the charms o f worth and truth;;
Yet e’er thofe charms to wrinkled age (hall bend,
Thy every pleafure in difeafe (hall end ;
Whate’er they feel who (acred love profane 
Shall heighten’d rage in every guilty vein.

11 3 Tht5
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This vengeance injur’d Venus Avail prepare,
To fhow that love, not luff, can claim her care *
Then from tfcjy cheek iba.ll fade the lively bloom,,
Nor more thy eye its fparkliug life afTuine;
In vain thy wile# fliall plot Lie happy hour,
While loathing lovers /htin thy dang’rous door,
No fimpte youth fhall heed the guileful tale,
And each i Defeating wifli no more avail,

■ ’ %•

T II E T  R A I N  O F  V E N U S,

G oddess of Paphos and the Leibian Me,
Queen of the blooming check and dimpled fmile,
Oh ! deign for once to let thy Cyprus mourn,
W hile thoufand altars blaze for thy return j.
T is  Lydia calls, Oh ! hear her raptur’d vow„
And hid her incenSenviai thy influence glow.

Sire comes, and finding leads the fervent boy,
Who gives to gods and mortals all their jo y  ;
With 'zones unloos'd the Graces next appear,
Their blooming forms ne’er breath’d fo loft an a ir ;
The Nymphs around in decent rneafures move.
But move regardful of the Queen o f Love,

See fprigbtiy Youth, of blooming years too vain,
Exulting ftep the foremoft o f the train;.
She leads a Nymph known by the filter’s rien,
Health, hpnfcious favourite o f the‘gentle Quean;
The- for lies o f Venus all their movements crown,
She gives the grace, the beauty all her own,

But fee aloof a Youth o f form divine.
Lively his look, but threat’ning fly deflgn ;•
Thro’ all th’ affected caution o f his brow,
Allur’d fuccefs betrays its conic ion# glow ;
Him fhun, ye Nymphs, beware his gentle lim bs.
His wreathed art#, infinuating wiles,
His foft addrefs, his too perfualive fenfe,
Confeft the dang’rous god o f Eloquence..

;. l v  ' A D D R E S S
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a d d r e s s  t  o  t  h  e  m o o n .

Written on the Terrace at Madras, 1757. -
• v

S tay , filver M oon, nor haften down the Ikies,
I leek the bow’r where lovely Chloe lies;
No midnight felon alks thy trembling ray 
To guide his footfteps to the dang’rous prey;
No murderer, lurking for his hated foe,
Aiks thy pale light to guide the vengeful blow 
The bread with love poffeft no furies move,
No violence arms the gentle hand of love;
I  meditate no theft; the willing fair
Shall yield her beauties to my well-fraught prayer:
Stay, filver Moon, nor haften down the Ikies,
I  feek the bow’r where lovely Chloe lies.

*** A colle&ion of manufeript poems, written by our Author, ami 
correfted on a fubfequent revifion, is known to exift ; which, pro­
bably, he may have lent to fome friend. If  the poftelfcu of it 
would have tine goodnefs to fend it to the pubhlher of this vo­
lume, that copies may he taken for the ufe of any future edition, it 
would be efteemed a great favour—It is a fmall volume m octavo, 
hound in Morocco leather.

Mr. Orrne likewife wrote, at Madras, a poem on the death of his 
friend Admiral Watfon, i5th Auguft 1757- I t was penned on a 
blank leaf in one of his printed books, which, probably, was lold 
When his library was difpofed of, in 1796. I f  the purehafer of Rich . 
volume would permit a copy to be, taken, the publilher woulc e 
greatly obliged to him.

1 A „Among
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Among Mr. O tine's papers was fount! the commencement of a prole 
tranllation of-Homcv’s Iliad; but whether he ever had it m contempla­
tion to complete fueha verfion, we do not learn. He records, that he 
began to read Poetry in the year 174-2 ; that it was his chief amufe- 
rnent; and that he remembered more of that, than of any other kind 
of reading, till the year 1754. Even the dates of his courfe of reading,
.he was attentive enough to regiftev ; thus:'

Pope's Homer, Iliad, and Odyffry. 1742.
Dryden’s Virgil. 1742.
Horace in L at with the Notes of IXAcier and Sarmdon. Tins with attention,

1743;
’.Petronias in Lat. with the TranflatVn of Nodot. Thefe two books, I  

remember, fixed what knowledge I have of* the Latin Tongue; $nd at 
the .fame time appli ed m« to the French.

Virgil. Lat. with attention, and repeated fmce. 1743. 1753.
Livy. Lat. 1745. attentively,
Catullus. Lat. 1748.
Rhetoric, to Herrenins. Lat. 17 5 1. with attention,
Suetonius. L a t 17 5 1.
Congreve’s Plays 7
Prior. I

.Shakefpear’s Plays > from 1742 to 1750,
Vanburgh’s ditto |
Parquh&r’s ditto J
Milton’s Parndife Loft: (never the Regain’d.) 1749.
Tatler, Spectator, Guardian, by piece-meal; and not completed to this day.
.The Agoniltea of Milton, three times. 5749, 1750, 175 1.
Gordon’s Tacitus-; which l have raoftly forgotten, except the hardnefs o f 

the llyle. 1744.
Rapin’* Hiftory of England, 1743 ; of which I  do not remember & word,
Pope’s Works, J752.
Sw ifts Works, 1752.
Patriot King, twice. 1750, 2752.
Orrery’s Life of Swift. 1,752. in one day.
Clarendon’s Hiftory, 1745. of which I remember little,
-Efpcil des Loix. Fr, attentively. 1752.
Periian Letters. Fr. 1747. attentively.

? T? Wharton5** * . i- Wj'H/ '' .■■■■■.;
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Wharton’s True Briton. 1753 .
R e v o lu t io n s  o f  R o m e .  V e r t o t .  1745- fo r g o t te n ,

M id d le t o n ’s L i f e  o f  C ic e r o .  1 7 4 6 .  fo r g o t t e n .

Grandeur des Romanis. 1747* hr. Montefquieu.
Rollin’s Roman Hiftory, continued by Crevier; which I  have forgotten,

1753.
Daniel’s Hiftory o f France, abridged: in liafte, and forgotten, 1 753*
Juvenal. L a t .  1748.
Turkifh Spy. 1750 . as nonfenfe.
Cacfar’s Commentaries. Lat. 174®*

I  arrived at Madras (fays he) September 14 , 1754 ; from which 

time, to the Sift December 1756, I have read-:

Quintilian. Lat. *
Herodotus. Eng.- - -Littlebury.
Thucydides. Eng. — Smith.
X e n o p h o n ’S G r e e k  H if t o r y .  E r .  A b la n c o u r R

----------- —  C y r o p a e d ia . F r .  C h a r p e n t ie r .

........... Hiero. Fr. De Cofte.
.I ■ -  R e t r e a t  o f  th e  T e n  T h o u fa n d . F r .  A b la n c o u r t ,

— ■ ■ ■  — — Memorabilia. Fr. Charpentier.
-------—. Life. Fr. Charpentier.

Diodorus Siculus. Fr. Tcrraftbn.
Juftin. Lat.
Quintus Curtius. Lat.
Arrian’s Hiftory o f Alexander. Eng. Rooke.
Theatre des Grecs. Fr. Brumoy.
Ariftotle’s Poetic. Fr, Daeier.
Orations of Demofthenes. Fr. Tourreil, with the preface. A  ufeful work,
P o ly b iu s ,  t r a n f l a t e d b y  T h u i l le r ;  a n d  th e  C o m m e n t a r y  o f  th e  C h e v a l ie r  ,

F o l a r d . , F r .
Xouvelles Decouvertes fur la Guerre. Fr. Chevalier Fo lard ; with the 

Criticifm .of his Syftem in the Sentimens d’un Homme de Guerre, Sic. and 
the Defence, by Folard.

Hiftoire U niverfelle; the two firft volumes corrupted ; the third, acknowledged 
by Voltaire. Fr.

Guerre, de. 17 4 1. Fr. imputed to Voltaire.
Orphelin de La Chine, Tragedy. Fr. Voltaire.
Pucelle d’Orleans. Fr. a whimftcal Poem, . ,

Plutarch s-

\ OSf/  1 * 9
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Thdarch’s Greek Uvea, eftfw \'r. D ’Acier.
'Fhcorie tie S:.'utur.K'Uii A^reabies, hr. Ammyrae. ^
Aiabomefs Life. Eng. IVideauv: witli a fboltfh Differtation. . ;
Diogenes Laertius. L«t. Lorigoliua.
Me.noiresAe Gtauy Trouenne. Frt •
Meinoires de Puyfcgur. f?r. but not liis Reflections fur la Guerre. » « n «

' : v* to the ■ MareieFal.
• Reflections on Learning. Eng. Baker; in one day, }j, •
‘ Cornelius Nepr*. fiat, t M

Vindication of PoHngbroke and the Diatribe in otic pamphlet; two excenent
pieces: fupjatfed by Voltaire.

Life o f Genghifcan. -Bug. from the French.
I-iiftory of die TasrtRi*. Eng. from the French; a jumbled, piece of work;

I only read the find volume.
‘Mierotnceas. Tr Voltaire, . .
Reie£tions on the Hiftury o f England, Bolingbrofce; with the attention that

fo noble a woik dcTerves.

A ll .of the beforemenlioned Books, that merited it, I have read with jtitlea- 
tion, having had regard tO’Geography, Chronology, and. Diction,

He does not Teem to have continued the record o’f Iris courle of 
reading beyond the year ij5 6 ; or, if he did, the memoranda have 
been loft.

Our Author was lingularly happy in the cotnpofftton of monu­
mental Ir.fcriptions ; o f which he wrote very many, for his friends,
on various occasions. _ ,

Mr. Orrne, af the tim e  of his death, held the office of Jisftono- 
oraph- r to the F.aft India Company ; and that be was not an idle or 
unprofitable fervant, his very numerous MSS, fufticiently tefufy (gg)

Many

(go ) Theft, he committed to the care of his friend and < ..xecutor John Roberts, Eftp late 
Chairman of the Court of Directors, w.ith feveral. maps, % part ofhi‘  printed books, and 
a vara .. of other''valuable hntoncal materials,'to be by himjuefenUd to the Honour­
able 12a, tt India Company. Tbisrtuft was faithfully executed, and they arc now depo- 
fited in the library at. the India iiouie.—They confift of one hundred and ninety traA»
prinwd in riKTY-ONi: VoiaTMKS, on the nib .r ttof India, and the Honourable Com- ;u|;
pauy’s affair s, from about the year 1?&3 down to tlieyeat 17.88.

' Two
.. ; ' - . p f  7 n ;



| | |  • <8L
v OF T H E  A U T H O R .  Ixv

®. •

Many of thefe were of recent compofttion; in fad, lie continued 
to make extracts from very interesting materials till within a fliort 
period of his death; and the Company, as well as the Public at large, 
will hereafter be greatly benefited by them, if any or Mr. Ormes 
fucceffors in office fhall with fpirit purfue the path that has been 
pointed out by him, who lias frequently been denominated the Britiih 
Thucydides, and certainly may with great truth be called the Father 
of Oriental Hiftory.

His fmaJl work here reprinted, called “  Historical Fragments,” on 
which lie prided himfelf even more than on his voluminous writings, 
coil him infinite labour, it is wel) known, that he read over many 
huge volumes of tire Company’s records to colled a very few fads, 
and fometimes merely to afeertajn a date, or fix the fituation of a place; 
it need fcarcely he remarked, therefore, that its contents, fo elabo­
rately collected, ar.e of great value. A  reference to his Authorities, 
printed at the etui of this volume, will give the reader fome idea of 
the laborioufneis pf the talk, when it is conlidered that he found all 
thofe references neceffary to the accurate compilation of only 4 1 0  

fmall pages in odavo.
W e may therefore, with ft rid propriety, confide.r him as having been 

an old and faithful fervent, as well as a liberal benefador, to the 
honourable Eaft India Company; and we venture to predid, that the 
refiftlefs feythe of Time will have cut deep into pofterity, before an 
Hiftoriographer will be found to employ more induftry, perfeverance,

and

T w o  Hundred and Th ir ty -one Volumes, in  m an u ferip t o f  v a rio u s  l iz e s ,c h ie fly  

bound in  ve llu m , co n ta in in g  a  vaft b o d y  o f  in fo rm atio n  upon th e fu b je fl  o f  In d ia , w ith  

m an y  ufeful In d e x e s .

S e v e ra l Bundles o f  Letters, ch ie fly  fro m  M a d ra s  and  B o m b a y , up on  the fu b je ft  

o f  the C o m p an y 's tra n fa ftio n s  in In d ia .

TiiiRTYrfivE large Volumes in  fo lio  and quarto, con ta in in g  maps, p lan s, and  
v iew s in the l ’ en in fu la o f  In d ia , p r in c ip a lly  b y  the C h ie f  E n g in ee r, an d  g iv e n  to M r,
O rm e b y  the feve ra l E nglish  C o m m an d ers in  In d ia ,

Four la rg e  Port Folios, con tain in g  m ap s, p la n s , v ie w s , Sec.
Twenty Bolls, containing fundry m ap s, plans, Sec.
A  Rust of M r. O u m e ,  executeq by M r . Nollerens.
Six  Figures in brafs, representing fome of the principal emblems of th e  divine 

attributes, according to the mythology of the Hindus.
i
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and learning, to iiluflrate the Iliftory and Commerce'of-the Eaft, than 
we have- fhown to'have been -employed by our Author. The eireum- 
itanees that he 1 as recorded will ferve as examples to future ages; 
hut, move eipe«. ialiy, the noble acts of humanity which the Briliih 
conquerors have exereifed among the poor and oppreffed Indians, 
will ever thine with the brighieft luftre.

Our liberality in victorious war, and the mild principles of con­
duc'd which are dictated by our equal fyftem of laws, have exhibited 
rt (hiking contrail to the arbitrary and imperious proceedings of 
Afiatic defpots; and this object is (till more effectually promoted by 
the cftablilhment of independent Courts of Judicature, now introduced 
into the different parts of the Britilh dominions in India, for the 
purpofe of reflriffing ail unauthorized afts of power in the fervants 
and dependants of the Government, without infringing the inoffen- 
five cidioms, religious or domeftic, of the natives’; by which jultice 
is adrnini iii red f6 all ranks of people in a manner thatfwiil tend to 
raife that mimetous, though feeble and fubmiffive race, to a rank in 
human exigence worthy of the Bntifhname.

I f  may fc'dy be aiierted, that the natives of India now enjoy a 
protect ion for their lives, property, and induftry, which bad hereto­
fore been cither unknown of precarious among them, as numerous 
examples in our Author’s writings affcdhngly evince. Nor is this 
a ll; for ?:he extenfmn of the Britilh dominion in India opens to the 
learned world an amazing fund of knowledge, which had lain buried 
in oblivion on the banks of the Ganges from the earlieft tiroes.

The ficctfshd iriduftry of a-few gentlemen, in tire roqft difficult and 
laborious purt* of Ealtern learning,' particularly in the ftudy of the 
Sanferii language; the eftablilhnient of an Oriental Library auci Mu- 
feuro al-the Tail 1 mlia Horde ; the formation of the Afiat ic Society at 
Calcutta for the promotion of refearches Into the hiftory, languages, 
and authorities' of Edftern nations ; and, finally, the iottitutjon of a 
College in this country for the inftrudiyji of young gentlemen 
intended for the Civil Service of tbe.JEait India Company abroad, 
promife to be of important feiviee to mankind in general, but to this 
country in particular, and Will mark the vemhiencement of the 
19 tlr century as a grand'epocha in the republic of letters.

Though/* * ' - b : ' ' r G 1'
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Though our Author was not profoundly verfed in the learned lan­
guages of the country ; yet his active fpirit of inquiry, and fagacioits 
oblervation, had no fmall lhare in recommending eftablilhinents of 
fuch lingular national benefit.

To conclude:—Never had liberal and honourable Mailers a more 
zealous, faithful, of difmterefted fervant, nor the Country a more firm 
friend, than tire late ingenious and amiable R obert Orme.

London,
July ro, 1805.
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The N O T E S  are placed at the end o f  the Volume.

TTTTE have already publiflied fome portion of the military sect.
“ * tranfa&ions of the Britifh Nation in Indostan, from *• 

the year 1744. In that publication the affairs of Bengal are 
brought down to the month of September 1758, when the 

* prefidency of Calcutta detached a confiderable part of their 
force to attack the French poffeffions in the Northern pro­
vinces of Coromandel. Very foon after the departure of this 
armament, the province of B eiiaii dependent on Bengal was 
invaded by the Siiaii Zada, which title may be interpreted, 
the acknowledged heir of the Mogul Empire : who fome 
months before had made his efcape from Delhi, where his 
father had been dethroned, and was kept in clofe confinement 
by the Vizir. After a variety of diitreffes, the prince had col­
lected a body of troops, which, with his own name, and fup-

%
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sr,€T. pofed aversions againft the government of Jaffier* he thought 
fuflicient to reduce the city of Patna. From this poffefhors he 
expected to acquire the means of re-eftablMhing his fathers, 
or at leaft his own authority, at Delhi.

The degradation to which the fovercigntv of the Moguls 
was at this time reduced, in every province ot their dominion, 
proceeded from evils which had been inereafmg ever fince the 
death of A urentgzebe, and cannot be developed without a 
general view of his reign, as well as the reign of bis fucccffbis.
This period comprize!*, one hundred years. The events, if we 
had acquired the knowledge of them in time, would have 
formed a proper introduction to the later portion of hiftoiy, 
which we have already publilhed: and the narrative they 
require is too extenfive to find place as an infection in the 
continuation of that work. We therefore give it apart, and only 

Xotc i. in the charadterof F r a g m e n t s , which the want of more mate­
rials difables us from difpofing into a more regular form.

A u r e n g z e b e  dated the commencement of his reign from 
1659. the 12th of May 1659. His father,,Shah Jehan, died after 

feven years confinement in the caftle of Agra, on the B i l l  of 
r, 2. January 1666. The enquiries of Europeans have not hitherto 

procured any hiftory of Aurengzebe compofed by a native of 
Indoftan, which extends beyond the 13th year of his reign,

3, anfwering to 1671 of our sera. Mr. Frazer, who was at Surat 
w 4 in 1740 , fays that he forbad his life to be written: Cation 

fays quite the contrary; but that he prefcribed the mode.
Accordingly,
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Accordingly, the Alumguirnama, which comprizes the firft sec t . 
ten years of his reign, was compofed under his immediate 
infpetftion, and is a fhamelefs apology for the depofal and n. 5.
imprifonment of his father, and the deftrudtion of his three 
brothers, with fix of their fons; whofe removal cleared his 
way to the throne. But fhould there be no confecutive hif- 
tory of the fubfequent part of his reign, different portions of 
it will probably be found in the annals of the provinces he 
ravaged, and of the princes he fubdued.

The empire, at the death of Shah Jehan, extended from 
Cabul to the N erbeddah, weft ward of this river to the 
I ndus, and to the eaftward comprehended B engal and 
Orixa. And to the fouth of the Nerbeddah which bounds 
the Decan, the Moguls had reduced the countries dependent 
on B rampore, Aurengabad,A iimednagur, and B eder, >
which had been connected into one government; this territory 
was bounded on the eaft by B erar, weftward by the hills to­
wards Concan ; and by the dominions of Golcondaii and 
Viziapore to the fouth.

Aurengzebe held this government of the Decan under his 
father, and acquired in it the means of dethroning him.
Even at that time, his capacious mind had determined to 
annex all the unconquered countries of the peninfula to the 
empire j and it is probable that he would have profecuted 
this enterprise in perfon, as foon as releafed from the anxiety 
of his father’s life, whofe death is imputed to him, if wars and 
infun cations had not demanded bis prefence in the northern 
paits cf his dominions. In the meantime a power was riling 

+ *  B  3
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s e c t , m the Decan to refill the onfet, and, after various vicifiitudes, 
v-J'.w to vet.;hate on his fu ccefibrs the injuries of his (word.

Sr.VAtH was the founder of the prefen t nation ofMorat.toes.
Ifc drew his lineage from the Rajahs of Chi tore, who boaft their 

n. 7. defcent from Poms, and are efteemeclthe modftancient eftabfifti- 
n. 8. me nt of U indoo,princes, and the nobleft of the Raj pool tribes*:

The father of Sevagi, with his three ions, had employment 
under the King ot \ riziajK>re. Sevagi, aifuming on the merit 
of feveral military fuccefles, and on the confeioufnefs of his 
talents, gave fufpicions to the minifies*, of which he prevented 
the etiects by retiring with the troops of his own command to 
the mountains of the Tea eoait, in which' be got potfei’iion, 
without reiiftance, of feveral (thong forts. The feeuriiy of thefe 
retreats, and the connexions he contrived to maintain in the 
army of V im pure, brought feveral bodies of troops to his fer- 
vice ; and the reputation of his lineage, and abilities, induced 
many, of the Rajpoots of his own tribe, to devote thenafelves to 
his fortunes; and the more, becaufe he was in hoftilitywith a 
Mahomedan power, againft whom they are always fond of 
fighting. The plunder of the champaign country was the 

/  means offubfdtence, The king of Viziapore fent a confiderable

# The defcent of the Chitore Rajahs from Poru«, although afferfed by European 
travellers,does not feera to he eftabldhcd by Indian writers. In the hiftory de». 
feribed in p. \liii o f the L ife , and compiled by a Hindoo, they are Rated to have 
Wen dtablilhed from 30 generations, and to have poffeflbd'a revenue of 10  millions 
<1. rling. But even that, at the ordinary computation, would not bring them with*

* *n 800 years of the age of Alexander (350 years A. C.). Boros, who w;ts con­
quered by .Alexander, is by the fame hiftonan ftiied Rajah P ’hool, Sovereign of 
Lanoge, and is called Phoor in the hifloricai poem of the Slifrh-riameh. We 
draw the fubftanee of this note from a paper communicated to Mr. Grme by Sir 
Ghatles Ronie Boughton, hart.

force

/ * "  /% ■ . . ' • /  ' : /; /
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force againft him, of which he feduced the commander Abdul sect.
to a conference, by profeffions of fubmiffion, and (tabbed him ,_
with his own hand; it is faid, by a device, which, if pra&i- «• 9- 
cable, could not be fiifpedecl; on which an ambufcade cut 
down all the retinue, except the general’s fon, who efcaped 
back to the camp, which immediately broke up and dif-
perfed,

Aurengzebe commanded at this time in the Decan, and was 
meditating his ambitious return to Delhi; he had broken the 
force of Golcondah, but Viziapore ftill remained formidable, 
and would become much more fo after the departure of the 
belt troops and generals, whom he intended to take with him.
Ilis fagacity faw a fubftitute in the enterprifing fpirit of Sevagi; 
whom he congratulated on his victory over Abdul, exhoited 
him to perfevere, gave him two or three forts, which opened 
into Viziapore: but not forefeeing the extent of the concefiion, 
or confident of retrieving it, promifed that he Ihould hold, 
exempt from tribute to the Mogul, whatfoever territories he
might conquer belonging to that kingdom.

Pannela was one of the ftrongeft fortreffes in the Concan, «. xo. 
towards the capital of Viziapore, and Sevagi got poffeffion ot 
it by a ftratagem. Seven or eight hundred of his beft troops 
were led off by their officers, who had buffered themfelves, 
fome to be affronted, others to be chaftifed by him: they took 
fervice in Pannela, which Sevagi fome time after invefted, and
the officers on a fet night, at a part where trees were growing

as

M l <SL
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s e c t , as high as the walls, received as many of his men from witli- 
S**J<*c out» m> w,tJl thole within, were fufticient to overpower the gar- 

nion ; and then opened the gates. Sevagi acquiring more 
troops with the inereafe of his reputation, extended his ravages 
ii ill farther into the dominions of Viziapore. The king tent his 
whole force again ft him, under the command of the ion of 
Abdul., Sevagi kept the field* but out of reach, until he h id 
bought one of the generals, who commanded a confiderable 
parte of the cavalry; and then flood the ihock. The tainted 
general kept aloof, which fpreading fufpickms of more treafpns, 
the efforts ofperfoiiai valour in Abduls fon were not freonded, 
and he retired, although with much greater numbers, little lefs 
than difeomfited from the field. Many of the fubomed ca~ 
valiyy although not the general, joined Sevagi; who foon after 
appealed plundering, in the mode of the Morattoes'of this IC 
*.;ay, within light of the walls of Viziapore: on which the 
Icings army marched againft Panada, which called back 
Sevagi to its defence. The fiegc was concluded by Siddee Jure, g  |  \
an officer of long Handing and reputation, who held the govern­
ment of the port of Dunda Rajapore, with the adjacent couu- 
ti) ? and was admiral of the fleet, which the king maintained 
on the coaft, to protect Ins trading fhips againft the Porfcu- 
guefe, and the government of Surat. Siddee Jure mrefted 
Pannela dofely, and a long while, foot to no effect. At length 
sScvagi negotiated, and having made it publicly believed that 
he was on the point of giving it up on certain terms, went

fecretly
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fecretly out of the fort:, and arriving fuddenly with troops sect . 
from his other ftations at Dunda Rajapore, produced an 
order, as from Siddee Jore, for the delivery of this place, as 
the condition of the furrender of Pannela. His appearance 
gave credit to the forgery; for it was not fuppofed that he 
could have got out of Pannela without the permiflion of 
Siddee Jore; and lie was admitted into the town on the land: 
but the commander of the fortified ifland, called Gingerah, 
which is the valid bulwark of the harbour, entertained lufpi- 
cions, and would not deliver it up.

On the lofs of Rajahpore, the fiege of Pannela w as raifed, 
and Siddee Jore went to exculpate himfelf to the king, who 
d idem bled his refentment; which the Siddee neverthelefs dis­
covered, and left Viziapore, intending to retire to his own 
domain. He was accompanied by the troops of his command, 
who were a ftrong body; a larger was fent in purfuit of them, 
whom he defeated ; on which the king himfelf took the field ; 
but as a furor method, bought fome of the officers ucareft to 
the Siddee, who aflaflinated him on the night before he in­
tended, to give battle. Meanwhile Sevagi at Rajahpore was 
trying all means to get pofieffion of the fortified ifland; but 
the governor was the heir of Siddee Jore, and from defire to 
revenge his death, as well as for the more fplendid cftablifli- 
ment of his own fortune, treated with the generals of Aureng- 
zebe iu Guzerat and the Pecan, proffering his fervice with the 
fort of Gingerah, and the whole fleet of Viziapore: his terms

C were

/
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SECT, were a c c e p t e d ,  and h e  was appointed the Mogul’s admiral,
™ith a large ftipend on the revenues of Surat, from whence lie 
afterwards continually received fuccours againft Sevagi. Thefe

16G0 . events happened in the years 1660, and 1661; and fuch was 
the origin of the power of the Sin dees under the Mogul 

Sevagi had fcarcely thrown this confufion into the kingdom 
cf Viziapore, when it was increafed by the death of the king- 
leaving Ids fon a minor, and the nobles difputing the regency.

1662. faking advantage ot thefe circumftances, Sevagi fent detach­
ments to reduce the domains of Vkfeapore along the .fea-coaft 
of the ( oneun. Some places they ravaged, and levied contri­
bution in others; of others they kept pofleifion, and fcarcely 
met reftftance in auy ; for the diffentions in the adminiftration 
prevented fuccours. In the feaports which he intended ter 
maintain, lie encouraged, inftead o 1 fuppreffing, tlieir ancient 
practices of piracy.

At the fame time Sevagi himfelt, from his forts in the 
northern hills, iit’ued into the plain, and on oppofition from 
tee troops of the Mogul, contrary, as he pretended, to treaty, 
directed his ravages againft his territory, between Admednagar 
and Aurengabad. Aurengzebe was at this time hi quiet pol- 
fetlion of the throne, having deftroyed his three brothers, and 
reconciled the people to the iinprifomnent of his father: he 
heard with indignation thefe infer Its of the adventurer he had 
encouraged ; fuch as the powers of Viziapore and Golcondafi 
had long been deterred from attempting : and peremptory

orders
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oilers were fent to Chaeft Khan, the Subah of the conquered SECT. 
territories in the Decan, and uncle to the emperor by mar- 
riage, to extirpate Sevagi, and liis adherents. The Subah 
marched with a multitude of troops, to the foot of the hills, 
and reduced moft of Sevagi’s out-pofts without much lclift- 
ance, but was flopped much longer before Chagnah, which, n. 12. 

although on the edge of the campaign country, wras a rock 
inaccetiible to aflault, and he is faid to have taken it by 
flying a paper-kite with a lighted match at the tail, which 
blew up the magazine of powder; and the explofion de- 
ftroyed the garrifon. The feafon of the rains and florins in 
thcfe hills and the coaft below them, permits no operations 
abroad from the beginning of May to the latter end ot 
Auguft. In the next campaign, the forces of the Decan were 1663. 
joined by thofe of Guzerat, under the command of the Maha 
Rajah Jeflwont Sing, of Joudpore, on whom Aurengzcbe 
had conferred the government of that province. Religion, 
power, birth, and pride, concurred to fet the two Subahs at 
variance, not unknown to Sevagi, who tendered his ferviccs 
to the Mahali Rajah to affaffinate Chaeft Khan; which was 
accepted. The event is related different ways ; in one, that 
Sevagi a&ed in perfon: it is certain he provided the 
affaffms.

They got into the tent of Chaeft Khan after midnight, who 
efcaped with a fevere wound in his hand, defending his head; 
but his fon, ruffling in to his affiftance, wras flain. The con-

C 2 fufion
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sect, fofion and fufpicion produced by this event, and the incapa- 
w \^w  city to which Chaeft Khan was reduced by hfe wound, put 

an end to offenfive operations during the reft of this cam* 
paign ; and Chaeft Khan returning to Del in, the next was 
not opened with the return of the fair feafon, which gave 
Sevagr room to appear again abroad from his inward retreats 
in the hills. Nor did he lofe the dpportunity.

1664. The blow he meditated was again!!; Surat. I t  is faid he 
went into the city in difguife, and remained in it three days, 
picking up intelligence, and marking the opulent houfes.
To conceal his intentions, life formed two camps, one before
Chaul, the other before Baflein, as if his defigns were in
thofe quarters. He then took 4000 horfe from his camp at
Bafteiti, ordering the reft to continue the fame watches, and
lmrfic, as if their numbers wfere not dimimfhed, and him fell
not abfent. He led his party through unfrequented tracts,
which he had himfelf e x a mi n e d a n d  appeared in fight of
Surat before his approach was known. The city at this time
had only one wall, and that of earth ; nor were the gates of
any ftrength. The governor of the town took refuge with
him of the Cattle, and his example was followed by all who
Could gain admittance. From this terror no refiftance was r
made in the town, but the cattle fired continually after Sevagi
had entered, which he difregarded ; but, apprehensive of
troops from Ahmedabad, remained only three days in the
town. The booty he cohered  in treafure, jewels, and pre- 

* • , cious
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cious commodities, was eftimated at a million fterling; which sect. 
is not improbable, for he knew where to feek and demand 
them; and the annual importations of gold and filver from 
the gulphs of Arabia and Perfia, befides what came directly 
from Europe, amounted at this time to 50 ,00,000  rupees, 
and two families in the town were the riclicft mercantile 
lioufes in the world ; there were many others of great wealth.
The Englilh and Dutch factories flood on their defence, but 
Sevagi gave them no moleftation. This happened in January 
1664 . 1664.

Befides the abundance of its commerce, Surat was in high 
renown, as being the port through which the Mogul’s fubjedts 
made the pilgrimage to Mecca, of which, in the archives of the 
empire, it was called the port. Aurengzebe felt the difgraee, 
as well as the detriment of the infult; and forefaw it might be 
repeated, until the city were better fortified, which required 
time; unlefs Sevagi were coerced by the ftrongeft neceffity of 
felf-defence. The whole army of the Decan invaded his terri­
tory : the conduct of the war was committed to Jyfing, the 
Rajah of Abnir; who had a fecret inflrudtion to entice Sevagi 
to Delhi, but preferred the nobler exercife of the fword, until 
the adtive and obftinaterefiftance of Sevagi produced a folcmn 
affuranceof fafety from Aurengzebe hhnfelf; on which hefet 
out for Delhi, accompanied by a decent retinue, and his eldeft 
fon. He had formed feveral excellent officers, worthy of trull, 
and ordered them to keep up his whole force, under the ufual

ftrictnefs,
B5
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s e c t , ftriclnefs, and ready to move at bis call; but forbad them to 
tri|d any letters from himfelf, unlefs confirmed by the verbal 
meffages of particular perfons whom he took with him, in ap- 

m, 13. pearance os menial femmts. He was received by Aurengzebe 
with much courtefy; which continued, until the ladies of the 
Seraglio, incited by the wife of Ghaeft Khan, in revenge for 
the death of her fon, and the difgrace of her hatband, foliated 
Aurengzebe, not unwilling, to del troy him. But the high 

x Omrahs faid they had no other fecurity for their own lives,
than the word of the king, and that the Hindoo Rajahs would 
revolt at fuch a breach of faith to one of their own condition.
Sevagi, at the public audience, upbraided Aurengzebe with 
the intention, and faid that he thought Chaeft Khan and Surat 
bad taught him better the value of Rich a fervant; then drew 
bis dagger to ftab himfelf, but his arm was ftopt. Aurengzebe 
condefcended to footh him, repeated his firft aflurance of 
fafety, and requefted his ferviee in the expedition he was pre­
paring againft Candabar. Sevagi replied, he could command 
bo troops but bis own, and was permitted to fend for them.
Neverthejefs his dwelling and all iris doings were narrowly 
watched. He fent bis letters by his trufty melfengers, who 
carried orders very different from the letters. His army 
moved into Guzerat, on the road to Delhi, and finall parties, 
too finall to create fufpicion, were fent forward, one beyond 
another, with the fleeteft horfes. When the foremoll reached 
its Ration, Sevagi and his fon were carried out of their dwel­

ling
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ling at night in covered balkets, fucli as fruit and repafts are sect . 

font in from perfons of diftinCtion to one another; and a boat, ^ ‘/^J 
as for common paffengers, was waiting at the extremity of the >
city. They paffed the river unfufpecfted, when Sevagi giving 
the boat-man money, bid him go and tell Aurengzebe, that he 
had carried Sevagi and his fon acrofs the Jumna; then mount­
ing with the fir ft party, they fet off at fpeed, and recroffed the 
river at a ford lower down ; after which their track and fta- 
tions were through an unfrequented circuit to the weft of the 
great cities, and amongft the mountains. The fon, who had not 
yet reached his growth, emulating his father, funk, and died 
in the way, of fatigue; and the father, leaving attendants to 
perform the obfequies of his funeral pile, puflied on until he 
joined his army in Guzerat; which lie turned with burning 
vengeance againft the Mogul’s lands, wherefoever they were 
not appeafed by money, or oppofed by ftrong lit nations,
Surat, as the mull fcomful defiance, Sevagi referved to himfelf.
A new' wall was begun, but far from finilhed ; and the inhabi­
tants, to prevent his troops from entering the city, as well as 
to remove them from the manufacturing villages around, ca­
pitulated with him in his-camp, for a ranfom, which he did not 
raife to excefs, as lie intended to come again for more. The 
Rajah: Jyting was again employed to oppofe him, and, as be­
fore, with inftruCtions to perfuade his return to Delhi; to which 
Sevagi replied, that he did not think Aurengzebe fucli a fool, 
as to think him fuch a one, to truft himfelf a fecond time to the 
man who had once deceived him. • »

A ll
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s e c t . AH accommodations being at an end, the Mogul troops bc« 
longing to the governments of Aurengabad and Ahmednagar, 
moved again to the bills ofConean, and paffed the campaign 
at the foot of them, watchful to prevent the incurtions of 
Sevagi into the plain country; but made few .attempts on his 
ftrong holds within the mountains; nor were they felicitous to 
give protection to the territories, on either fide of them, be­
longing to the king of Viriapore, with whom they were at con­
tinual variance, on the account of difputed diftridts, or default* 

n. 14* ing tributes. Their principal Ration was at the city of Jen- 
neah, which lies under the impregnable fortrefs- of the fame 
name. Sevagi, who never preferred the fame to the utility ol 
his exploits, determined to avoid ail encounter with the Mogul 
troops, without certain advantage to plunder in Vizi a pore, 
when molt convenient or neceflfary ; but to perfevere withput 
ceafmg in reducing the country between the hills and the lea.

Every fuccefe, howfoever extrwneous, which inereafed his 
ftrength, was now confidered by Aurengzebe, as effe&ual ob­
stacles to bis own (rhemes of conqueft in the Decan: nor was 
he affected with lei's refentment by the fpoil of his own terri­
tory, in which the bands of Sevagi, defeending fuddeuly from 
the mountains, committed ravage, as it were at will; eluding 
both refiftance and purfiiit. To reduce him by the fvrord was 
out of the queftion j nor was the dagger more likely to fucceed 
ngainft a man, who had uled it with fo much fubtlety and 
expertnefs; and Aurengzebe concluding that he could only 

. ‘ • - be
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be taken in the toils of ambition, formed a plan, which, even sect. 
if  failing in the main end, would, like many others of his pro- 
found fagacity, operate to other intentions of his policy.

In 1667,* he appointed his fon, Mahomed Mauzum (now 
become the eldeft by the death of his brother in imprifonment) 
to the viceroyalty of the Decan, and gave him in fecret con­
ference the inftru6tion of his conduct. The prince marched 
from Delhi with a numerous and chofen army, and amongft 
the officers were feveral of whom Aurengzebe entertained fuf- 
picions. It is faid that Sevagi, difguifed like a peafant, 
waited his paffage through a village near Brampore, and pre- 
fented a plate of cream, which, from its appearance, Mauzum 
ordered to be ferved at his meal; within was a note inclofed 
in wax, written by Sevagi, declaring, that curiofity had led 
him to view the mighty prince, who now condefcended to 
become his antagonift in the lifts of fame; expediting to ac­
quire more from this conteft than from all his former achieve­
ments. The gallantry of the defiance, if true, muft have 
wafned the prince (had there not been proofs before) of the 
dangerous refources of his intricate intrepidity.

The Mogul army fpread along the foot of the hills to the 
north and fouth of Jenneali-gur, but with fiich carelefs 
watch, that the bands of Sevagi made excurfions through 
them, even to the gates of Viziapore, and returned with rich 
booties and impunity: much lefs were they interrupted in 

*  This date appears in Mr. Gentil.

' D reducing
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s e c t , reducing the fea coaft of the Concan. The Mogul foldiery 
r. murmured through envy, and criminated the indolence of their 

generals, who call the blame on their prince. Aurengzebe 
received accounts from many bands, of the Hate of the army, 
and anfwered them by fufpieions of his foil; whom he never- 
thelefs ordered the accufers to obey at all eventŝ  that he 
might difcovcr his real intentions, which, if fmifter, he re­
ferred to himfelf to puniih; at the fame time he initfu&ed 
his fon, to make the vindictive difpleafure of his father the 
plea of the revolt, which had been concerted between them 
before he left Delhi. And fo many evidences of the Empe­
ror's miftruft were in the camp, that few fufpected the db~ 
fimulation. Jy&ng of Abnir commanded the auxiliary forces 
of the Rajahs, and Deli re Khan the Mogul troops, under 
Saltan Mauzum. Jyfrog was attached to the prince, from 
refpect to his birth; for his mother was the daughter of a 
Rajah of high antiquity. He concurred in the revolt, and 
giving his own, not only procured the fignature of all the other 
Rajahs in the army, but likewife induced Jeilwont Sing, of 
Joudpore, to promife that he would join the itanbards of Sul­
tan Mauzum, when advanced as far as his country. Services 
which Delire* Khan had rendered Aurengzebe in his wars for 
the throne, had only left fufpieions, inftead of gratitude; 
which had not efcaped his penetration, and now in turn led 
him to fufpect feme machination of Aurengzebe in the revolt

4 of his fon; in confequence of which, he marched away with 
. , the
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t h e  t ro o p s  o f  h is  c o m m a n d  to  D e lh i ,  a s  a p r o o f  o f  h is  f id e l i ty ;  sect. 
w h ic h  o n ly  d i f a p p o in te d  A u r e n g z e b e ,  w i th o u t  c h a n g in g  h is  

o p i n i o n : w h o  n e v e r th e le fs  o rd e r e d  h im  t o  h a l t  i n  M a lv a ,  as an 
a d v a n c e d  g u a r d  a g a in f t  t h e  a p p r o a c h  o f  S u l ta n  M a u z u m , and 
m a d e  p r e p a r a t io n s  to  m a r c h  h im f e lf  to w a rd s  A g r a .

T h in g s  b e in g  in  th is  a p p a r e n t  ( l a t e  o f  c o m m o tio n ,  S u l t a n  

M a u z u m  a p p l i e d  to  S e v a g i  fo r  a f f i f ta n c e , r e p r e f e n t in g  t h e  

m o tiv e s  o f  h is  re v o lt ,  a n d  th e  a d h e r e n ts  h e  h a d  g a i n e d ; a l l  

w h ic h  S e v a g i k n e w  b e fo r e  b y  h is  f p i e s ; b u t  f u f p e & e d : a n d  

i n  o r d e r  to  o b t a i n  c e r t i t u d e  f ro m  t im e ,  p r o m if e d  t ro o p s  w i th  

h i s  o w n  fe rv ic e  in  p e r f o n ,  in  th e  d a y  o f  c o n f l ic t .  T o  r e m o v e  

h is  d o u b ts ,  M a u z u m  m o v e d  w ith  h is  a r m y  f ro m  A u r e n g a b a d ,  

to w a r d s  th e  n o r t h ; n e v e r th e le fs  n o t  S e v a g i  f r o m  h o m e ; b u t  

w a i te d  in te l l ig e n c e  f ro m  h is  e m iffa r ie s  a t  D e lh i ,  w h o  c o u ld  

d i lc o v e r  n o t h in g :  fo r  A u r e n g z e b e  h a d  r e v e a le d  th e  c o l lu f io n  

t o  n o  o n e . B u t  h e  a p p e a r e d  w i t h o u t  a n x ie ty  in  h is  c o u n te ­

n a n c e ,  n o r  w e re  th e  m i l i t a r y  p r e p a r a t i o n s  u r g e d  w ith  h is  u f u a l  

a c t i v i t y ;  w h ic h  d e c id e d  th e  j u d g m e n t  o f  S e v a g i.  S u l t a n  

M a u z u m ,  m a r c h in g  o n w a r d ,  r e m o n f t r a t e d  t o  S e v a g i t h e  e v il  

c o n fe q u e n c e s  o f  h is  d e la y  to  j o in  t h e  a r m y ; a n d  to  c o n v in c e  

h im  o f  th e  r e a l i ty  o f  t h e  r e v o lt ,  f o rm a l ly  d i f t r ib u te d  a l l  t h e  

g r e a t  e m p lo y m e n ts  in  t h e  e m p ire .  S e v a g i  a n fw e re d , t h a t  t h e  

S u l t a n ’s f o rc e  a lo n e  w a s  m o re  t h a n  fu f f ic ie n t  to  d ifc o m fit  t h e  

la n g u id  e ffo r ts  o f  h is  f a t h e r ; b u t  p r o m if e d  to  g u a r d  th e  D e c a n  

in  h is  a b fe n c e ,  a n d ,  in  t h e  c a fe  o f  h is  d e f e a t ,  a l lu r e d  h im  o f  

r e f u g e  in  h is  o w n  t e r r i t o r y .  T h e  S u l ta n  n o w  b e g a n  to  t h in k

d 2 that
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sect, that Sevas'* might fpfpedfc his fcheme, and, as a I aft trial, re- 
pro ached him with the h a z a rd o u s  venture he had made, iiom 
reliance on his ’affiftance iff the hour of deeifion, -which was 
now become inevitable; and offered him the poll of captain- 
general of’ his army and future empire. Sevagi advifed him 
not. to wait for his troops, but give battle without hefitation; 
if defeated, to fall back into the Dccan, where he would join 
in maintaining the war againft Aurengzcbe, until the laft ex­
tremity ; which it is probable he would have done.

By this time the army was arrived at the river Schambal, in 
Malva, and Sultan Mauzum was convinced that Sevagi had 
difeovered the fnare. On which he changed his fee ret corre* 
fpondence with his father to an open negotiation of apology, 
and by his order returned to Aurengabad, and continued in 
the government of the Decan.. Jyiing died of poifon,’imputed 
to Aurengzebe, on his arrival at Brampore; feveral officers, 
who had been the moll zealous in the revolt, were leized, arid 
imprifoned for life; and alt the others were made known to 
Aurengzebe; who moreover by this complicated ftratagem, 
fixed, as he had forefeen fucli general diftruft on his ton, as 
was likely to prevent him from gaining fupport in any future 
intention of real rebellion. Sultan Mauzum returned to Delhi, 
and arrived there on the fucceeding January, a few days after 
the death of his grandfather Shah Jehan. Thefe events clofed 

l665, with the year 1665, during which the empire was threatened 
"*15‘ with invasion from Perfia, at this time ruled by Shah Abbas the 

• ' ' . x fecund,
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fecond, wliofe troops were continually repairing to Kan- sect. 
dahar; and both fovereigns intended to command their armies 
in perfon : but before either were ready, Shah Abbas died at n. 16.
Tauris in September 1666 , and the infancy of his fucceffor 1666.. 
changed the councils of Portia to peace: neverthelefs their 
intrigues had town the feeds ot future commotions in the 
Mogul’s empire; for feveral of the Pitan tribes 6f Piiliavir 
and Cabul had confederated to join the Perfians; ana being 
left by the death of the Sophy to the mercy of Aurengzebe, 
were punifhed with vindictive feverity. Tumults enfued, 
which were quelled and revived, until time and defpair united 
all the tribes in lleadfaft rebellion.

Sultan Mauzum was recalled to Delhi in 1667 , when the 1667 . 
command of the Decan devolved on Bahadar Khan, an 
Omrah of high birth, and little enterprife, which Aurengzebe 
endeavoured to fupply by fending back Delire Khan to adt as 
his fecond, whom he thus removed with the appearance of 
favour from the hope of employment againfl his own country­
men the Pitans, amongft whom he could not be trufled. Both 
the generals were enjoined to exert their utmoft efforts in 
repreffing Sevagi, who was continually gaining ground.

The Concan is that region, which extends along the weftern '
coaft of India from the territory of Goa to Daman, in length 
two hundred and forty miles. The vail range of hills which 
accompanies the fea coaft, and always in fight of it from Cape
Comerin to  D a m a n ,  is  c a l l e d  th e  Gauts, a n  I n d i a n  w o rd  which ». 17.

fignifies , .

- f=»3 *



1(1)1 . <SL
22 HISTORICAL FRAGMENTS

se c t . signifies p a tfa g e s . T h is  c h a in ,  n e v e r  m o re  t h a n  f if ty , o r  I d s  t h a n  

t h i r t y  m ile s  f ro m  th e  fe a , l ia s  in  i ts  w h o le  e x te n t  v e ry  few 
p a f te s  w h ic h  o p e n  in to  th e  in la n d  c o u n t r y  b y  w in d in g s  

a m o n g f t  th e  m o u n ta in s  w h ic h  d im in if i i  th e  a b r u p tn e f s  o f  th e  

a f c e n t .  I n  a ll o th e r  p a r t s ,  a n d  e fp e c ia l ly  in  t h e  C o n c a n ,  th e  

w h o le  c h a in  fee m s o n e  c o n n e & e d  w a ll, to  t h e  f u m m it  o f  w h ic h  

e v e ry  p a th  h a s  b e e n  h e w n  b y  th e  h a n d  o f  m a n ,  a n d  u e v e r th e -  

lefs is n o t  to  b e  a f c e n d e d  e v e n  b y  t h e  t in g le  fo o t  o f  th e  

t r a v e l le r  w i th o u t  t h e  f a t ig u e  o f  h o u rs .  T h e  e a f te m  f id e  o f  

th e  r id g e  is n o t  fo  f te e p , n e i th e r  is i t  fo  h ig h  ; b e c a u f e  t h e  lev e l 

o f  th e  c o a f t  lie s  m u c h  lo w e r  t h a n  t h e  le v e l  o f  t h e  in la n d  

c o u n tr y ,  w h ic h  n e v e r tb e le fs  c o n t in u e s  b r e a k in g  fo r  m a n y  m ile s  

fro m  t h e  fo o t  o f  th e  G a u t s  i n to  f e p a r a te  m o u n ta in s ,  o f  w h ic h  

fe v e ra l n e a r ly  v ie  in  h e ig h t  w i th  t h e  G a u t s  th e m fe lv e s . T h e  

fe a  c o a f t  is  i n t e r f e r e d  b y  m a n y  r iv e rs , a l l  o f  w h ic h  d e fc e n d  

f ro m  th e  G a u ts .

S e v a g i  w as  a t  th is  t im e  in  p o f le ff io n  o f  a l l  t h e  r id g e  in  th e  

e x te n t  f ro m  R a ja p o r e  to  D a m a n ; b e f id e s  w h ic h  h e  h a d  fe v e ra l 

d e ta c h e d  fo r tre f le s  o f  g r e a t  f t r e n g th  to  th e  e a f tw a r d :  P a n n e la ,  

b e tw e e n  P o n d a h  a n d  V iz ia p o r e ,  S a f e r  M o le r  o n  th e  T a p t i  e a ft  

o f  S u r a t ,  R a i r i  t h i r t y  m ile s  to  th e  f o u th  o f  J e n n e a h - g u r ,  a n d  

l ik e  i t ,  a n  e x te n f iv e  fo r t i f ic a t io n  o n  t h e  t a b l e  o f  a  v e ry  h ig h  

ro c k . A t  th is  p l a c e  h e  f ix e d  h is  t r e a f u r y ,  a n d  th e  r e f id e n c e  

o f  h is  c o u r t .  E x c e p t i n g  C h a u i ,  w h ic h  c o n t in u e d  to  th e  

P o r tu g u e f e ,  h e  w a s  in  p o f te f f io n  o f  th e  fe a  c o a f t  f r o m  th e  

r iv e r  o f  R a ja p o r e  to  t h e  r iv e r  P e n n ,  w h ic h  flow s in to  t h e  h a r ­

b o u r  o f  B o m b a y .

I T h is  ,

Qtf
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This ifland had been ceded to the crown of England in sect.

1662, as the dowry of Katharine, princess of Portugal, on her v«̂ v̂ ' 
marriage with C h a r l e s  the second, who sent a fquadron 
with a regiment to take pofleffion, accompanied by a new 
Viceroy of Goa to effect the furrender; but the Portuguefe 
gentry, amongft whom the lands of the ifland were divided, 
pretended that the terms of ceffion were contrary to their 
rights, and being abetted in their cavils by their connexions 
at Baffein and Goa, refufed to acknowledge the Viceroy, if 
he perfifted. On this the armament went to the road of Swally, 
where the troops landed, and alarmed the governor of Surat 
fo much, that he threatened to deftroy the Engliih factory in 
the city, which at this tirr̂ e was the prefidency of all their 
fettlements in India. The armament therefore failed away 
to the ifland of Anchidiva, near Goa, where they continued 
negotiating until one half of the troops and feamen died 
through the inclemency of the climate; and amongft them 
Sir Andrew Shipman, who had been appointed to govern 
Bombay. His fecretary Cook, prefuining on fame delegation 
of powers, concluded a treaty with the council of Goa, very 
derogatory from the rights granted by the crown of Portugal.
This treaty was executed on the 14th of January 1 (565, and 
foon after the remains of the armament failed to Bombay, 
and were permitted to take poifeftion. However the treaty 
was difavowed in England, and Sir Samuel Lucas was ap­
pointed governor, ftill for the crown; but King Charles foon

tired

■ G0l̂ \
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s ec t , tired of the expence, and granted the ifland to the Eaft India 
company, with extraordinary privileges, by a charter dated 

1668. the £7th of March 1668; when the company appointed com- 
miffioners to govern it under the controul of the prefidency 
of Surat.

The trait of land on the main, which extends from Tull, th e 
fouth point of the harbour, to the river Penn, which lies deep 
within the bay, is extremely fertile, and was called the 

n. x8. Core Airs, meaning di ft riots; from which Sevagi permitted 
the new fettlers to draw provifions, and treated them as wel­
come cuftomers whilft they continued defenceless: Neither 
fide feem to have had any competent notion of the value, of 
what the one had acquired, and the other had neglected to 
get poffeffion.

It was near thirteen years fince Sevagi had gained the town 
of Dunda Rajapore, from whence lie had every year opened 

J9- batteries againft the fortified ifland of Gingerah, which frauds 
within iialf a rnile of the fhore : but the Siddee kept G alii vats 
under the walls, and fhips in the harbour, which Sevagi had 
not veffels to withftand, and therefore could never venture to 
tranfport his troops to the afiault.

The Mogul’s generals efrablilhed their principal incamp- 
ment at Jenneah-gur, which, fince Sevagi had fixed his 
yefidence at Rairi, became frill more the proper fituation to 
watch his excurfions either towards Surat or Aurengabad; 
but he continued to elude their vigilance, and at the end of

1669
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1669 appeared fuddenly at the head of his army before Surat: sect.
a part of the wall Hill remained unfinilhed, at which his troops
entered with little refiftance; and the governor of the town 1669.

. . n. 20.
pretending furpnfe retired into the caftle. Every houfe
which did not pay competent ranfom was plundered, but the 
Englifh and Dutch factories were exempted, as in 1664, from 
either moleftation or demand. The booty was regularly col­
lected, and carried to Rairee. The governor was fufpeCted 
of connivance, and foon after died fuddenly of poifon, ad- 
miniftered, it is faid, by the order of Aurengzebe, who could 
fcarcely have recurred to fuch means of removing one of his 
own officers, but from the .apprehenfion of his efcape, if 
apprized by ufual warning. {

The infult exafperated Aurengzebe as much as the former 
fack of 1 6 6 4 : lie renewed his injunctions of exertion to his 
generals, and reinforcements were ordered to join them even «• ?*• 
from the province of Behar; probably becaufe none nearer 
to the perfon of the emperor could be fpared, from his re- 
ferves for the war of the Pitans. But as a furer means of 
confining Sevagi to his own defence, he ordered vetTels to be 
built in the ports of Surat and Cambay, which were to carry 
troops, and make defcents on the fliores of the Concan, in 
conjunction with the fleet commanded by the Siddee. : n. 22,

Thefe preparations only increafed the exertions of Sevagi 
to extend his conquefts along the coaft. In 1670 he fent a 1670. 
large detachment to attack the town'of Rajajiore; which is

E fituated

19250
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s e c t , litnatcd on a fine river, forty miles to the north of Gheriab,
Wv-w anc- had long been, as at this time, a very frequented port, 
l670‘ immediately belonging to the king of Vimpore. Refiftance 

was made even in the field ; but the town was carried, and all 
kind of property, although much belonged to the trade of 
hates with whom Sevagi had no quarrel, was plundered 
Without remiffion or diftir f tion. The Engiifii at this time 
had a factory in the town, and eftimated their lofs at 10,000 
pagodas.

1 6 ? !. In the beginning of 1671, be appeared again before Surat,
*4' ravaging and plundering until the city paid him a large con­

tribution in money. We find him at Ilairee in December, 
and his agent at the fame time gt Bombay treating about a 
compenfation for the lofs, which the company had fuftained 
at llajapore.

.1672. In .the beginning of the enfuing year 1672, Delhi re Khan 
took a flrong fort called Pinna Chaukna, in Sevagi’s upper or 
northern country, and put all the males above nine years of 
age to the fword. Sevagi immediately called troops from all 
his garrifons, giving out that he intended to offer Delhire 
Khan battle, who although he had 60,000 horfe, was deceived 
by invented reports, and waited in expectation of the en­
counter at Jenneah, until he heard that Sevagi. had marched 
round forty miles to the north with a large convoy of provi­
sions, and had effected his real purpofe of victualling Saler 
Moler; from whence he returned, again out of the reach of

Delhire

j «RCI
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Delhire Khan, to Rairee, where he arrived in February; and s e c t .

immediately came down the Gauts toDecir; when it was _,
believed, that he defigned to proceed to Surat; but as he ne- 1672. 
ver did the thing he feeined to mean, went back to Rairee.
Soon after the rains and ftormy feafon fct in, during which 
operations in the field are generally precluded until the end 
of September; but in the month of July Sevagi came down 
the Gauts again with his army, and advancing from Decir 
along the lower mountains, font forward his general Morah 
Pundit with 10,000 horfe to Surat, intending to bum the fleet 
which had been built by the Mogul’s order, and was a (Tum­
bled in the river ready to fail with the Siddee’s, as foon as the 
feafon would permit. It would have faved a double march if 
he had made the attempt on Surat immediately after he had 
victualled Saler Moler; but the city, as well as the camp at 
Jenneali, had taken the alarm ; and by deli fling at that time, 
and again, when he came down the Gauts before the rains, he 
prevented all fufpicion of his intention at this adverfe feafon.

Whilft waiting the refillt of Morah Pundit’s expedition,
Sevagi himfelf continued with the reft of his force in the ter­
ritory of Ghonr and Ramnagur, which bordered on the dil- 
trieis of the Portuguefe at Daman, and belonged to two 
petty Rajahs, who had allowed and concealed his march when 
he furprifed Surat in 1664, and afterwards whenfoever re­
quired. Thefe ferviees had been requited with money and 
attentions: and now as a compliment, Sevagi tendered a vifit

e  2  t o
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SECT, to the Rajah o f  Banmagur in his fort; and being admitted,
.,JI; u_. feized, and kept pofieffion of it; lay mg that it was inconve-
1672. njent to truft him any longer with the key of his treafury; for 

fuch he was wont to call Surat. The ftations in the moun­
tains were the only value of the territory belonging to the 
Rajah’s; to whom the low land of the Portuguefe paid tribute 
for refraining from the plunder of its harvelb. Sevagi font a 
body of tro o p s , who having fufficiently difplayed themfelves, 
halted quietly at the barrier of Daman, where their appear­
ance, a s  it was intended to try. railed the utmoft condensation; 
for although a regular fortification, nothing was in readtnefs 
for defence. After feme guns had been hauled up from the 
ditches to the baftions, an officer was fent to inquire the inten­
tion of Sevagi’s, who anfwered that he was an embaflador 
come to eftablilh the fame tribute, which ufed to be paid to 
the Rajahs.

At this time Sultan Mauzum had returned to Aurengabad, 
entrufted again with the fupreme command of the Decan, 
although immediately after his releafe from a confinement of 
two years, in flitted for caufes not mentioned; but probably 
from difeoveries, which left doubts whether he would not have 
revolted in earned, if Sevagi, when invited, had joined him in 
16(56. The continuance of Delhire Khan in his command after 
the return of Sultan Mauzum, feems to authorize the notion: 
which the redoration of Sultan Mauzum does not contradict; 
fmee it was confonant with the deep and undaunted policy of

Aurengzebe,

*■ !6V  . .

l i f t  ' ;: <SL



I l l  • ■ ' ; §L
OF  T H E  M O G U L  E M P I R E .  29

Aurengzebe, to truft whom he fufpe&ed, with means which s e c t . 

might tempt the venture; and a perfuafion prevailed in the 
country that the Sultan was in intelligence with Sevagi on 1672.
his arrival.

Morah Pundit failed in the intention of burning the king's 
veficls, which rode under the protedtion of the Siddee’s Ihips, 
and of the caftle; but he clofely befet the town, and hopped 
all accefs, whether of trade or provifions. The new governor 
was a dependant on Sultan Mauzum; for in Indoftan the 
connexion between the patron and client laft through life, un- 
lefs diflolved by permiffion, or treachery. Morah Pundit 
demanded an exorbitant ranfom from the town, it v as flip-* 
pofed by the governor's advice, who ufed the pretence to levy 
extravagant fums, even by violence; which with the continu­
ance of the diftrefles from the enemy without, were intended, 
it was thought with the approbation of Sultan Mauzum, to 
drive the inhabitants in defpair to open their gates to Sevagi.
However as foon as the feafon permitted the fleets to put to 
fea, Morah Pundit compromifed for the retreat of his army, 
at much lefs than his firft demands: but the fum was ftill 
great, and the governor referved more of what he had coT 
letted, for himfelf.

Sevagi* in the mean time was looking, out another way.
England and France were at this period united in war againft

* W e have taken this excurfion of Sevagi to Goleonda, in 16-72, feomCarre.

the
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s k c t . the States o f  Holland. In the beginning of the year 1672 

,̂ t 1 the fleet which Mr. He La Ilaye brought from France, failed 
1(572. ixom Surat to make an ellablifhment in the bay of Trincono- 

malee, where they were oppofed by a larger fleet of the 
Dutch, commanded by Rickloffe Van Goen, the governor of 
Ceylon. Mr. De La Ilaye leaving a part of his troops to 
maintain the works he had raifed in the bay, failed to the 
coaft of Coromandel, and receiving fome intuiting anfwers 
from the Moorifh governor of San Thome, landed and carried 
the town by affault, which at that time belonged to the king 
of Golcondah, whofe forces had taken it thirteen years before 
from the Portuguefe; and the conquefi, as from Europeans, 
had been proudly rated. All the Rationed forces of the pro­
vince from Nelore toSadrafs affembled to retake it, advanced 
•aukwardly, and the king prepared to fend a better army, as 
foon as the feafon fhould permit in December. Sevagi 
received intelligence of thefe events and intentions from 
his emiflaries at Golcondah and in the Carnatic ; and 
in the month of November went oft’ from Rairee with 10,000 
horfe. No one knew whither the florin was directed : it was 
expected at Viziapore, Ahmednagur, and even at Aurengabad, 
when he appeared almoft as foon as the news ot his approach 
at Golcondah. The adjacent city of Hyderabad was at this 
time open, but very populous, and the relort of much opu­
lence ; he threatened to lay it in allies, if he were not imme­
diately paid two millions or pagodas; >t is laid that the

demand
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d em an d  was com plied w ith, b u t we can n o t believe to the sect .

extent. With the colle&ion he returned to Rairee as rapidly
as he had come; and without interruption, although Sultan l6'2’
Mauzurn was at this time advancing from Aurengabad, on a 
vifitation to the king of Golcondah, from whom he intended 
to draw an offering to the Mogul. Still to add to the boldnefs 
of Sevagi’s excurfion, he left his coafls, at this time thieatencd 
by the fleets from Surat, which anchored off the ifland of 
Bombay, at the end of October, and afked permiflion to come 
into the harbour, intending to lay wafte the Corlahs ot Sevagi, 
but were refufed admittance by the prefident Angier, who had 
lately come from Surat to regulate the doubtful date of the 
ifland : On which the fleets fir tied to Dunda Rajapore, routed 
the attack on Gingerah, which continued from the fliore, and 
deftroyed feveral of Sevagfs veflels in the harbour; from 
whence they proceeded down the coaft, landing in feveral 
creeks and rivers, in which they burnt the towns and veflels; 
but all this ruin was, at leaft in pecuniary value, more than 
compenfated, by the money which Sevagi got at Golcondah.
The Siddees returning haughty from this expedition, now 
came into the harbour of Bombay, without alking leave, on 
the twenty-fourth of December ; and were received with con- 
drained civility. The Sicldee urged an alliance againlf Sevagi, 
wliofe agent on the ifland threatened an invaflon as the con- 
fequence. The Siddee feemed to acquiefce to the dilemma; 
which left the Englifh no choice but Arid! neutrality; and

after
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sect, after it month ftay departed for Surat fo well fatisfied with 
i- his reception, that he promifed by his faith on the Alcoran, 

l# 2 . never to commit hoililities on the Corlahs of Sevagi, if he 
fliould at any time hereafter be admitted into the harbour 
But his people, with the habitual infolence of the Moors, 
efpecially in the ferviee of the Mogul, burnt, as they went 
away, feveral of the houfes in the town of Mazagong, which 
had been allotted for their refort during their day. We find 
nothing more concerning Sevagi and his date in the comic of 
the year 1672.

1673. The Dutch commodore Ricklofte Van Goen, who had op- 
*• *5- p0fe(| Mr. De la Haye at Trinconomalee, came in the begin­

ning of the next year, from Ceylon to the coaft of Malabar, 
with twenty-two flops, having on board 1000 regular troops.
T h e y  p ro c e e d e d  to  th e  n o r th w a r d ,  b u t  a d v a n c e d  {low ly, in  

o r d e r  t o  d ifp la y  th e i r  fo rc e  to  t h e  p o r ts  a n d  p r in c e s  o f  th e  

c o a f t . T h e  in te n t io n  o f  th e  a r m a m e n t  was to  a t t a c k  B o m b a y , 

a n d  R ic k lo f te  f e n t  fo rw a rd  a  negotiation w ith  Sevagi fo r  th e  

a ff if ta n c e  o f  3000 o f  h is  men f ro m  th e  m a in  : o ffe r in g  in  re ­

t u r n  th e  a f l if ta n c e  o f  h is  f le e t  in  t h e  r e d u c t io n  o f  G in g e r a h ;  

b u t  S e v a g i h a d  c o n c e r te d  a n o th e r  e n te r p r i s e  w h ic h  p r e c lu d e d  

th is ,  a l th o u g h  f e l ic i to u s  to  h im  ; a n d  R ic k lo f te  h a v in g  w a ite d  

fe m e  t im e  f o r  h is  a n fw e r , f a i le d  o n  to w a rd s  B o m b a y ,  w i th o u t  

t h e  a f l 'u ra n e e s  h e  e x p e tf fe d .

». *6. Thefe delays gave warning equal to the alarm. Five French
fhips had come into the harbour from Portia on the 3 8 th of

D e c e m b e r
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December, and two days after failed to Surat, where four of . s e c t . 

them were lying, when the certainty of Rickloffe’s approach v—i w  
was known, and immediately returned to Bombay, under the 
command of Mr. Baron, the French director, feeking and 
bringing protection. There were in the harbour a Dutch prize, 
and two frigates with three floops lately built by the company 
to protect their trade from the Malabar pirates, who ranged 
at this time from Callicut to Surat. The Englilli prefident,
Mr. Angier, exerted himfelf with the calrnnefs of a philofo- 
pher, and the courage of a centurion. He aflembled, and as 
far as the time allowed, difciplined the militia, which, Chriftian 
and Pagan, rvere 1500 men, all equally black: the genuine 
European military were 400 . Of thefe troops he took the 
immediate command, as well as of the whole defence. The 
French lliips and the company's vefiels were Rationed clofe 
to the fliore, leaving proper openings for the cannon of the 
fort.

Rickloffe flood into the harbour in the night of the 20th 
of February, but kept at the bottom of the bay. The next day 
he came near enough to examine the difpofitions of the 
defence, and then flood out to the weftern fide of the ifland, 
off' which his fleet kept plying and founding for two days, and 
at length threatened a defeent in the channel of Mahim, 
which feparates the north fide of the ifland from Salcette.
Mr. Angier marched thither with the troops, and difplayed 
them in defiance along the fliore ; and Rickloffe was difeou-

F raged,
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a k c t . raged, although he had 6000 Europeans on board ids fleet.
He failed for Surat, from whence four flops belonging, to the 

,b73’ Englifli company, and richly laden, had been difpatehed for 
England before his arrival.

Scvagg who had been as if were a spectator from his fllores, 
of the eoiileft amongft the three European nations, commen­
ced foon after the expedition he had in contemplation. The 
king of Viziapore died in December, and the general Bulla!
Khan gave the diadem to a prince, who although of the 
family, was not the heir of the throne. The election difeou- 
tented Feveral governors of provinces, who were abetted by 
.Sevagi, and not unwilling to fee the averfion againft the ad* 
miniftration increased by the detriments of his hoftilities ; 
who accordingly lent, off an army to the country on the eait­
em fide of the mountains at the back of Carwar and Goa, 
which abounded in manufacturing villages under many towns 
of mart, which traded with the capital and the fea. Sevagi’s 
troops deftroyed every tiling they did not carry away. Their 

n. 27. booty was great, but in no one place lb valuable, as at Hubely, 
where they found a great ftore of cloth for exportation, and 
sail kinds of imported commodities, of which Hubely was the 
depofite. The country refounded with the caravans of plun­
der, which were continually coming, and difeharged at 
Rairee.

Sevagi himfelf foot after returned blither to make the moft 
of iiis booty, and to appropriate the produce to his freafury ;

but
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but be brought back with him farther fchemes againft Vizia- sect.
nore, and left behind clandeftine means of accomplilhing 
’ 1673 .
them.

Excepting the territory belonging to the Portuguefe at 
Goa, the fea coaft with the country weft of the mountains, 
from Rajapore to Mirzeou fouth of Cat war, ftill belonged to 
the king of Viziapore; fome parts in immediate fovereignty, 
others through the hereditary vaffalage of feveral Rajahs, and 
more chiefs of leffer note, called Deloys. Ihe moll conlidci- 
able of thefe Indian principalities was the territory of Sun- 
dah; and of the immediate governments, Carwar. Sevagi, 
during his late incurfion on the other fide the mountains, fent 
letters, emiftaries, and money, to all thefe dependants on 
Viziapore, or to their officers, inciting them to rebel, and pro- 
mifing his affiftance.

The Englilh company, as before, at the taking of Rajapore, n- 28. 
had loft effects to a confiderable value in the fack of Hubely.
They had long been negotiating for compenfation of the 
former damage. It happened in May, about the time Sevagi 
returned to Rairee, that the Moguls and Siddee’s fleet from 
Surat, anchored off Bombay, and required permiffion to pafs 
the impending monfoon in the harbour. This o p p o rtu n ity  

was taken to fend an Englilhman again to renew the Raja­
pore demand, adding to it the new damage of Hubely. Sevagi 
promifed immediate fatisfadftion, and every advantage which 
his dominions could afford, if they would treat the Siddec as

r 3 an , ^
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sect, an enemy, and affift in-reducing Gingerah. But nothing at 
this time acquirable in India, could have compenfaiecl the 

lo?3. company’s trade at Surat, which placed their fortune in the 
power of the Mogul; and in deference to this danger the pre- 
jident Angier, permitted the four principal frigates of the 
.Mogul’s fleet, to be hauled in Ihore under the care and pro­
tection of the gaiTtfon ; but fuffered none of the crews to flay 
with them, and utterly refilled any of the reft, or of the 
Siddee’s fleet, either veflels or men, to remain in the harbour, 
or ifland, who accordingly went away in much difcontent, to 
get much lets convenient (belter at Gingerah. Sevagi ap­
proved this conduct, and promifed ; fpeedy adjuftment of 
the Rajapore claim; but faid he knew, of nothing taken at 
Ilubely, beyond the lift produced by his officers, which con­
futed of a parcel of furniture and trumpery valued at two 
hundred pagodas, whereas the real lots exceeded eight thou- 
fand. He however preffed the EngUfti to fettle again at 
Rajapore, with which they ioon after complied; and to fell 
him a great many cannon for the equipment of his fleet, 
which they evaded.

‘fiie feas were left to the ftorms and tempefts of tlie feafon, 
and the mountains to their thunders, and Sevagi, who impa­
tiently waited other fignals than the elements, to appear 
abroad, which happened in the beginning of July, by the 
open revolt of the Phoufdar or governor of Car war, who feized
all the fubordinate officers of his jurifdiciion, whom he fid-

pedted
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pedted of loyalty to liis fovereign of Viziapore, then 3, i t  ticked s e c t . 

fuch of the Defoys as refufed to join him, and admitting no 
neutrality, took what ftragglers or property he found unpro- 1673. 
tedted belonging to the Portuguefe at Goa; and even be- 
fieo-ed the Enslifli factory at Carwar, becaufe they refufed to 
fupply him with arms and money. Eight thoufand horfe fet 
off from Viziapore, (the fear of the Mogul’s army prevented 
more) and waited at the foot of the mountains, to pafs againft 
the rebel. Sevagi, whofe intelligence was as quick as his 
views, was prepared to take advantage of this confufion, and 
directed his force from various quarters, where they had been 
ffationed with this intention, and invefted the ftiong and im­
portant fortrefs of Satarah, which Hands on the weftern fide 
of the ridge, but itfelf on a mountain, furrounded by many 
others, which with the weather fecured his circumr allation.
No affiftance came from Viziapore, and the place furrendered 
towards the end of Auguft, it was the depofitory and refuge 
of much opulence and treafure. The filver, gold, jewels, and 
all the other plunder of value, were brought with oftentation 
to Rairee. Immediately after this expedition much buftle 
enfued by the motion and change of troops from one Ration - 
to another, and twenty thoufand wrallets were prepared at 
Rairee, as if to bring away the plunder of fome city. The re­
port of the wallets turned the attention of the Mogul s army 
to the protection of Surat, and quieted the apprehenfions oi
Viziapore, concerning Sevagi’s intention to fuccour tire rebels

of
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S.ECT. of Carwar. But both were deceived, for in the beginning of 
*• October 25,000 men, marching over different pailes of the

1673. Gants, and by various routs within them, fuddenly united, and 
invefied the fortrefs of Pondah, which was li United 300' miles 
from Rairee, and forty s. w. of Goa. It hood on the plain 
near the foot of the Gauts, and commanded the approach to 
the moft frequented pal's leading from the coalt of Sundah an<l 
Goa, to the inland of Viziapore; whole troops, engaged againlt 
the rebels of Carwar, immediately retired over the Gauts by 
other paffes, leaving nothing to interrupt the liege of Pondah; 
which from its fituation alone was capable of long defence 
ao-ainft fuch modes of attack as were in thofe days ol ufageO
in India, and which even the genius of Sevagi had but little 
improved. He had previouflj pure! in fed eighty pieces of 
cannon, and lead fufficient for all his matchlocks, from the 
French director at Surat, who had lent them to Kajapore, 
and they were brought as requifite to the camp at Pondah.
The Siddees Reef; which had wintered under Giogerab, and 
the Mogul’s frigates, winch had been hauled on fliore at Bom­
bay, put to fea on the return of the fair feafon, and cmiaing 
viown the coaft took many veflfels of trade and forne ot war 
belonging to Sevagi, and his country; and others by wilful 
miftake, which, as neutrals, the Siddee was bound to protect.
On the l oth of October the fleets, without meirage or warning, 
came again into the harbour of Bombay, and keeping at the
bottom of the bay, landed at the rivers Penn and Negotan, w*

the
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the Corlahs of Sevagi, which they laid wafte, with much unne- s e c t . 

cefiary blood thed, and brought away many of the inhabitants, ^ J ; ^ r 
men, women, and children, to be fold tor Haves. Bombay at io73. 
this time drew all its provifions from thefe Coilahs, to; the 
Portimnefe, who had ever fmce the furrender of the itland 
regarded the Eriglifli eftablifliment with malice, had lately, 
upon fome difpules about duties, ft opt all fupplies fiorn Sal- 
cette. Mr. Angier remonftrated to the governor of Surat, as 
well as to the Siddee, againft the violation of the harbour, of 
the Mogul’s protection, and of the Siddee’s oath; and repre- 
fented the rifques to which* the illand was expofed fiom the 
refentment of Sevagi in return for their deference to the Mogul, 
by giving lhelter to his fleets. But no arguments availed, and 
Mr. Angier reftrained his indignation, from finking the Siddee’s 
fhips when they infolently anchored before the fort. On which 
the Siddee renewed his depredations in the Coilahs . but after 
fome days, troops arrived from Rairee, who furpiifed one hun­
dred of the Siddee’s, and cut every one of them to pieces 
without mercy. Soon after came down more, which com­
pleted 3000 , who aCted in conjunction, with council and vigi­
lance. The Siddee landed the bcft part of his force, to try 
their ftrcngth, of which he was not well informed, and his 
troops wrere defeated with confiderablc lots. On this he re­
called his fmaller veffels from the mouths of the rivers, to the 
Ihores of Bombay, where, making a merit of fear, he piomifed
to defift from farther hoftilitics in the harbour; and in De­

cember
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sect , cember went away with the whole fleet to crnife at fea: where 
meeting with little fuceefs, he returned ■ to Surat, and de-

1 6 7 3 . inarided money of the governor for the great espence of his 
exploits; which fet them a quarrelling.

1674. The opening of the enfuing year found Sevagi foil lying 
before the cattle of Pondab, on which his artillery had made 
fo little impreflion, that he compounded with the governor, 
to leave him unmolefted in the cattle witii its dittrfot, on condk 
1.ion that he ihould give no interruption to Sevagi’s troops in 
maintaining the adjoining pals over the mountains, againft the 
troops of Vizi a pore. Sevagi, in this invafton, reduced all the 
coaft, from Rajapore to the Aland of BasV.cz, which belonged 
to the Portugude, and was feparated only by the harbour 
from the city and Aland of Goa. The city was not a little 
alarmed by the neighbourhood of Sevagi’s operations, which 
greatly dift retted their trade and markets: neverthelefs, not 
attacked, they refrained from acting offensively j for the iword 
of their ancient valour had long cankered in its fpoils.

Sevagi, leaving fufficient force to maintain thefe new acqui- 
fltions, returned to Rairee in the beginning of April, fo well 
fatisfied with his fuccefs, that he ordered preparations for his 
enthronement as a Rajah or Hindoo fovereign: He had long- 
been entirely independent of any other power ; but the cere­
mony fanctified by the bramins, was intended not only to 

infult the Mogul, and the two other mahomedan kings with 
whom he was at war; but efpecially to authenticate to his own 

5 people
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people bis title, and the fucceffion, as king of the Morattoe sect. 
nation : of whofe ancient territory, long divided into many 
portions of foreign yoke, he had now gathered the greateft l̂ 4, 
part into one Rate, under his own authority : for the Morattoe 
language extends along the coaft from the ifland of Bardez, 
to the river Tapti, of which Chaul, Bafiein, and Damaun 
belonging to the Portuguefe, and Surat to the Moors, were 
the only diftriets under other jurifdidtion, and even to thefe 
he aflerted r ig h t: on the other fide of the mountains he had 
likewife conquered much of the ancient Morattoe country, 
and intended to comprife the whole under his dominion.

Although incenfed by the late devaftations of the Siddee,
Sevagi was fatisfied with Mr. Angicr’s endeavours to prevent 
them, and repeating his former requeft for cannon, invited an 
embaflador to fettle former differences ; but unluckily at this 
juncture, letters and meffengers were continually coming from 
the governor of Surat, requefting that the Siddee’s fleet might 
pafs the approaching monfoon in the harbour; on which 
Sevagi threatened the effectual vengeance of affifting the 
Dutch fleet with 10,000 men to attack the ifland.

This fleet had returned from Surat to the coalt of Coroman­
del, where in Auguft they met, near Metchlepatam, a fleet of n.,so. 

ten Eaft India men juft arrived from England; which not- 
witliftandingthe fuperiority of Rickloffe s, which were twenty- 
two fhips, would not, as they might, avoid the encounter; 
which was, neverthelefs, maintained with obftinacy by only

G three
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.s e c t , three of them ; of winch, two ditin ait ed were taken, and the 
x- other ran afhore, rather than ftrike. Rickloffe Icon after foiled 

* 1674. fo Ceylon, and in the beginning of this year came again on 
the coatt of Malabar ; and was advancing to the northward, 
fending; forward reports of his-intention to reduce Bombay, in 
which he had tailed the year before.

This perplexity was increafed by the appearance of the 
Sid dee's fleet, which anchored off'the entrance of the harbour, 
on the 24th of April. The fame evening arofe a violent gale 
of wind, which (had they not intended) would have forced 
them to feek fhelter under the l tland. As loon as the wea­
ther abated, they were requetled to depart; intread of which, 
a great number of boats rowed up in the channel which di­
vides the Aland from the main; and landed at the north eaft 
point in the town of Sion, out of which they drove the inhabi­
tants, and took pofleflion of their houfes, intending to eiia- 
blifh their quarters here, during the monfoon but were dri veil 
out. by a frigate and part ot the gairiton. Soon alter boats 
with 500 men in armed array, endeavoured to land at Maza- 
o-onff the former ftation of their refidenCe; but were beaten 
back by the fire of cannon from the thore. Thefe exertions had 
been encouraged by news that the Dutch fleet with Rickloffe 
had feparated at Vingorlah, fornc going to Sural, others to 
Perfia, others back to Ceylon. It was then agreed, that only 
300 men of the Siddees fliould continue on ihoie at a time,
without other arms than their fwords, and under the watch, ot

guards
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guards from  the garrifon; and that this permifiion fliould s e c t . 

ceafe if they infcftcd the Corlahs. The agent of Sevagi was 
at this time on the iiland negotiating a treaty, and reprefent- i674, 
ing wliat he had feen with integrity, Sevagi agreed lo receive 
the embafly.

Mr. Henry Oxenden was deputed, and Sevagi received his n. 31 
vifit of compliment with politenefs, but referred him to liis 
minifters for the completion of the treaty, and aftei wards em­
ployed himfelf for a month in purifications and other religious 
ceremonies dictated by his bramins, as neccftlu y piepaiations 
for his enthronement; previous to which, he was publicly n. 3s. 
weighed againft gold, and the fum amounting to 16,000 
pagodas, was given to the bramins. The ceremony of the 
enthronement was magnificent, and imitated the Moguls. At 
the conclufion of the feftivals 100,000 pagodas more were dif- 
tributed aroongft the bramins, and to the fame amount in 
rewards to officers. Soon after the minifters concluded the 
treaty with Mr. Oxenden, admitting eighteen of twenty arti- «• 33- 

cles propofed. Of the two rejeaed, one was the currency of 
Bombay money in Sevagi’s dominions, which was made incon- 
liderately, becaufe implying at lead a partial controul of his 
ireafury: Sevagi neverthelefs difmiffcd it mildly, faying that 
he could not compel his fubjects to take foreign money, but 
according to their own judgment. The other, was the ex­
emption of Englifh wrecks on his coaft, which he laid had 
been the property of the fovereigns from time immemorial,
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s e c t . and if yielded to the Englfh would be demanded by the 
other European nations. In the articles admitted, were com- 

1674 . priferl fuffieient terms of amity and commerce, but no alliance: 
by a feparate article Sevagi allowed 10,000 pagodas for the 
damages fuftained feven years before at Rajapore, one half 

* to be paid in ready money, the other in beetle and cocoa nuts,
to be delivered there ; but agreed to nothing for the lofs at 
Hubely.

Mr. Oxen den tendered the mediation of Bombay, to make 
peace between him and the Sid dees, which, it fhould feem, • 
neither Bombay could guarantee, nor the Siddee accept, with­
out utter offence to the Mogul: Sevagi faid that Gingerah 
had coft him too dear to relinquish the intention of reducing 
it, and at this time a body of his troops were renewing batte­
ries againlt it from the Ihore; in which mode they had for 
fifteen years been endeavouring, without fuccefs, what three 
fbips of war would have accompli died in three hours, Em- 
baffadors from Viziapore had like wife followed Sevagi from 
Pondah, propofingan alliance againft the Mogul, who threat- 

' ened Viziapore as conniving at the fucceffes of Sevagi, even
in their own territory. The embaffadors were detained until 
the feafon of action approached, when Sevagi difmiffed them, 
faying he was fuffieient to his own defence.

In the beginning of An guff, his general Morah Pundit came 
n. 34. down the Gauls with 10,000 men, and quartered in the ruined 

town of Gallian, oppofite to the illand of Salcette, from hence,
4 l whilft
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