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iGtG. Turkifh territories on the eaft: this commiffion Shirley de- 
Ucto0' figned for hhnfelf, but avoided the mention. Neverthelefs 

lids intent ion was penetrated by thevklr, and feveral other 
of the principal nobleiuen, who laid that the propofal was1 
the artful ii/heme of a needy adventurer, feeking the fump- 
tuous enjoyment of exalted fortune at the rifk of an empire ; 
but the king inclined to the war, which he regarded as inevi­
table; and reafoned, that if the million of Shirley fliould be 
ineffectual, the detriment would be no more than the lofs of 
the ex pence, which he fOrefaw would, even in this event, 
increafg the reputation of his magnificence, without dinii-* 
milling the foiitl eftinmlion of his abilities.

.But whilfl he was weighing in his own mind the ultimate 
probabilities of fuccefs, two incidents intervened, which were 
of oppofite tendency to each other in the decifion of this 
important quell ion.

The Porluguefe at Ormus, who with all their poffeffions in 
the call, as well as their Hate in Europe, were at this time 
fubjedt to the king pf Spain, had ftopped a prelent of thirteen 
female Haves, which the Great Mogul, Acbar, had tent to 
Shall Abbas, and nine others which had been purehafed for 
Alaverdi Khan, the military favourite of Shah Abbas, who 
had hitherto encouraged the fchemes of Shirley; but this 
injury changed his opinions,,. and urged him to join with 
Shirley’s opponents in reprefentations, that it would be vain 
for the king to place any reliance on the chriftian princes in

Europe,
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Europe, fince the fubjedts of one of them, from whole alii- H3i6\ 
anpe much was exposed, had dared to commit fuch an ()cto!j 
outrage againft his majefty, at the very gate, as it were, of 
his own dominions.

The other event, was the arrival and conduct of an cmbaf- 
fador from the Grand Signior, who came from Bagdad, where 
he commanded the janifaries of the garrifon, This man, in 
a very pompous fpeccli at his audience, required the king to 
reftore the prince of Chorafan and his people, whom he had 
lately fubdued, to their former Rate and condition ; and de­
manded the return of ten thoufand families, which had quit­
ted their country under the Turk, to feek refuge in that part 
of Curd ill an which was fubjccl to Perlia. To thefe imperious 
demands, he added reafons, arguments, and advice, in terms 
which would have been infulting even from a pedagogue to 
his pupil. The king anfwered with temperate magnanimity, 
in what related to his own rights, againft the demands of the 
Grand Signior, and bid the embaflador depart, as a fool unfit 
to be employed on the bufinefs he had been fent: he ap­
peared no more.

The next morning the king went to Shirley’s houfc, and 
entered fully into the difeuftion of the war and embafly to 
Europe, affedting to expedt little hope from it, but to comply 
merely as a teftimony of his extreme regard to Shirley, from 
whom he had received fuch undoubted proof of his own, by 
the fatigue and expence of his journey to Perfia, and the

3 d  2 rifques
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1616. rifques to which he now offered to expofe hirnfelf for his fer- 
Oitufr. vjce Shi,*K»y? in a very long difcourfe, explained all the 

probabilities, of his plan : that the emperor of Germany was 
already at war with the Turks; that the pope Would excite 
all the other catholic princes ; that the king of Spain was at 
continual enmity with the government of Algiers, which was 
fuhfervient to theTurkiflf empire; that the imitations of the 
king would attract merchants, and chriffians of all other arts, 
trades, and occupations, who would npt only increafe the 
commerce of his country, but introduce new methods and 
inventions of great utility, efpecially to tire improvement of 
his warfare; and that the liberal fchifm of religion, which the 
king wiflied to promote as a dcfcendant of Sefi, between his 
own fubjects and the Turks, would be encouraged by the 
intercourfe of chri Ilians, whom they would be accuftomed to 
fee drinking wine, and exercifmg other tolerances, which the 
Turks held in del citation.

The king ftiil cautioufly avoided any expreffions which 
might indicate much expectation, or any folicitude of allifi­
ance from the chriftian princes; in which lie properly main­
tained his own dignity, by not trailing to the report of a 
ft ranger fuch a confeffion of the hopes or wi flies he might 
entertain; but appeared much content with the probability 
of drawing European merchants to Ids country; for the in­
creafe of its trade had long been a principal attention of Ms 
government. . On this ground he contented to the embaffy,

7 and
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a n d  required Shirley to undertake it; who, after many apo- 1616. 

logies of his infufficiency, accepted the commillion with as Octob‘ 

much fatisfa&ion as he had pretended diffidence. Shirley 
requefted, that a young nobleman of diltindtion, named 
Allan Cawn, might accompany him, to be the witnefs of his 
conduct; which was granted, but foon after revoked by 
reafon of his marriage with an aunt of the king; when 
Shirley, to conciliate the vizir, and other minilters, accepted 
Cuchin Allabi, a man of ordinary rank, and fufpetffed cha­
racter. As Shirley could not pafs through the Turkifh domi-/ 
nions to Aleppo, excepting in dilguife, it was refolvcd that 
he fhould proceed through Ruffia; which at this time was 
fo little frequented by travellers, and fo fufpicious of them, 
that the king font forward one of his officers as an embaffador 
to the Czar, in order to announce his million, and to procure 
him good reception through the country.

The day before the day appointed for his departure, the 
king vifited him, as if to recapitulate all the points of the 
various negotiations which he had entrailed to his conduct; 
and now, with his ufual forefight and fagacity, broke his lalt 
propofal, which, although dictated by warrantable fufpicion, 
he clothed with the garb of elegant compliment. It was, 
that Robert Shirley Ihould remain at his court during his 
brother’s abfence. Robert was prefent; and, without waiting 
his brother’s anfwer, proffered himfelf to remain. This refolu- 
tion produced a new arrangement in the retinue of Anthony;

and n
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i6l6. and feveral of his Englifh followers were left with Robert. 
tMlob. 'j'^g king, as the laft compliment, according to Shirley’s rela­

tion, rode with him, when he let out, fix miles on the way 
from Ifpahan; and then, he fays, took leave of him, not 
without tears ; although they had never lpoke to one another, 
but through an interpreter.

The travellers were two months, not without evil chances, 
before they bad palled the Cafpian to Aftrachan, where they 
found the embaffador, fent to the Czar * * * *

* Tins curious iruQ was left unfinyhed by the Author,

-f

v-

f . ! j§ ' '• UfcX •
 ̂ '



G EN ER A L ID EA

OF T H E

GOVERNMENT a n d  PEOPLE

OF
' M , i ' i,* ^  : „ ~ „ - t*. . , | , t, ■' ) , J» , '  ̂ 1 ■' ,/ ' '̂ ’5 V

I N D O S T A N .

BY

R O B E R T  O R M E.

September lft, 1753.

' 0&2?

put  ' <SLV*C--- VV



v i .......,»
» ’■. ■.; ■;;' ./’ V̂A/,. !■ :■ ' v '. ... * !(||  |'l/|v

.. - , . ■ ’'■ / *'■ '■ '■  •' : / riffriy

•\ 'AkA :\V ’"■■> I: |  A':' : «v-". -*» V / ‘ :'«v ■•*!-* • |  v' ^ | ; * ';«V I.' v ; ■'

Som e S m a ll parts  o f  th is  e s s a y , and  o f  th e  fu b fe q u e n t one,

0«  jf/te EF FEM IN ACY OP TIIE I N H A B I T A N T S  OF IN D O ST A N ,  

a re  p r in te d  h i the m s s  l u x a t i o n  p re fixed  to the f i r f i  

volum e o f  the m i l i t a r y  t r a n s a c t i o n s  o f  the Br i t i s h  

n a t i o n  in  Tndojian: but th e  w h o l e  is here rep r in te d  

fro m  the A u th o r ’s n ianu fcrip is, th a t  the  n a rra tiv e  m ay n o t be 

broken  in to .
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JP R  E F A C E.

ALL general ideas are fubjed to exceptions, and I doubt 
not but that feveral may be made to this General Defcription 
of the Government and People of Indoftan. But if the far 
greater number of the examples which may be produced, 
are correfpondent to my obfervations, the intent of giving a 
general idea is anfwered.

I can only fay in favour of the following flieets, that they 
are the refult of an attention given to this fubjed duiing 
a refidence of feveral years in India; and that although J 
may be* deceived myfelf, I can have no end in mifleading 
others.

I am of opinion, that fome refledions, of no mean import­
ance to the commerce of the Indies, may be drawn from an%
attention to this work.

*' - > v'. *
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b o o k  I.

OF T H E  G O V E R N M E N T  A N D  T E O P L E  O F  I N D O S T A N f .

cap. i. Nature of the government of Indoftan in general, 
n . Particular government of the provinces. 

h i . Of the lands,
iv. Of the mechanics,
v. Of the arts and fcicnces.

vi. Of the people, 
vn. Of the manufactures, 

vm . Of the trade,
ix. Of the war.

B O O K  II.

C H A R A C T E R  OF TH E MOORS A N D  GENTOOS OF IN D O S T A N .

cap. i. Of the Moors of Indoftan. 
ii. Manners of the Moors.

h i . Of the politenefs and ceremonials of the Moors,
iv. Of their ditfimulation.
v. Of the Gcntoos in general.

vi. Of the Brachmans.
vn. Of the Gcntoo principalities.
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B O O K  III.

OP T H E  LAWS A N D  J U S T I C E  OF I N D O S T A N V

cap. i. Of the laws of Indoftam 
ii. Of civil cafes.

h i . Inlieritance and commerce permitted; and from 
hence arife the civil cafes of Indoftan.

iv. Spirit of the Moors and of the Gentoos, in litigious 
contentions.

v. Of the adminiftration of juitice in civil cafes,
vi. Of arbitrations, 

vn. An objection anfwered. 
v iii. Abule of the forms of juftice. 

ix. General idea of the oppreflions of the government,
x. Of criminal cafes, and of the juftice adminiftered 

in them,
xi. A reflection.
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OF T H E  G O V E R N M E N T  A N D  P E O P L E  OF I N D O S T A N -

B O O K  I.

C A P .  I .

N ature  o f  the Government o f  Indojlan in general.

WHOEVER confulcrs the vaft extent of the empire of 
lndoftan, will eafily conceive, that the influence of 

the emperor, however defpotie, can but faintly reach thofe 
parts of his dominion which lay at the greatcil diitancc from 
his capital.

This extent has occafioned the divifion of the wliole king­
dom into diftinA provinces, over each of which the M ogul 

appoints a Vice R oy.
Thefe Vice Roys are, in tlieir provinces, called N abobs’, and 

their territories are again fubdivided into particular djftridts, 
many of which arc under the government of Rajahs. Thefe 
are the defeendants of fuch Gcntoo Princes, who, before the 
conqueft of the kingdom, ruled over the fame diftrieds.

The Gentoos, having vaftly the fuperiority in numbers 
throughout the kingdom, have obliged the Moms to fubmit 
to this regulation in their government*

The Nabobs ought annually to remit to the throne the re­
venues of their provinces, which are cither afeertained at a 
fixed fum, or are to be the total produce of the country*. >

authenr
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authenticated by regular accounts, after deductions made for 
the expcnces of the government.

If the officers of the throne are fatisfied, which is oldener 
effected by intrigue, than by the jufticc of his adminiftration, 
the Nabob continues in favour; if not, another is appointed 
to fucceed him.

A new appointed Nabob fet out from Delhi, riding with 
his back turned to the head of his elephant: his attendants - 
allied him the reafon of that uncuftonmry poiture; he laid 

v that he was looking out for his fucccflfor.
On the temper of the Nabob or his favourites, depends the 

happinefs or mifery of the province. On the temper of the 
King or his minifters, depends the fecurity of the Nabob and 
his favourites.

The Rajahs who govern in particular diflriCts, are notwith­
standing their hereditary right, fubjeCi to the caprice and 
power of the Nabob, as the army is with him.

Even this appointment of Vice Roys was found too weak 
a reprefentation of the Royal Power in the extreme parts 
of the kingdom; to which orders from the court are three 
months in arriving.

This infurmountable inconvenience occafioned the fub- 
jeCting fevcral provinces, with their diftinCl Nabobs, to the 
authority of one, who is deemed* the liigheft reprefentative
of thcJtfogrtL

Princes of this rank are called Subahs. N izamalmuluck 
was Subah of the Derail (or fouthern) provinces. He had 

1 under
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under liis government all the countries laying to the fouth of 
A urensabad , bordered on the weft by the M oral toes and the 
M alabar coaft, to the eaftward extending to the fca. The 
Nabobs of Condanore, Cudapah, Carnatieu, Yalore, &c. the 
Kings of Tritehinopoltf, M yforc , Tanjore, are fubjeft to this 
Subahjhip. Here is a fub jed  ruling a larger empire than any 

in Europe, excepting that of the M ufcovite.
The confequence of fo large a  dominion at fueh a diftance 

from the capital has been, tha t an active, wily prince, could 
overwhelm the empire itfelt, which N i z a m  a l m u  l u c k  actually 
did, by bringing T hamas Iaouli K uan  into the kingdom.

A lla v erd y  Khan the Prince of Bengal is a Sitbah. l ie  

too lies a t a vail diftance from Delhi. He is a great warrior, 
and has never paid the court any tribute. T he M orattocs 
were fent as free-bo&tcrs into his country, to diveit him bom  
attem pting the throne itfelf. He has, notwjthftanding, been 
able to add to his dominion the whole province of P atna, 

which before was dependant only on the King. Ilis relations 

are a t this time the N abobs ot that province.
Thus the contumacy of V ic e -r e g e n ts  refilling their fove- 

reign, or battling amongft themfelves, is continually pro­
ductive of fuch feenes of bloodfhed, and of inch deplo­
rable devaluations, as no other nation in the univerfe is 

fubje6t to.
I f  the fubje&s of a defpotic power arc every where

miferable, the miferics o f the people of Indoflan are mul­
tiplied

. . .  1 ■
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lipliecl by the incapacity of the power to controul the vail 
extent of its dominion.

CAP. 11.

¥  articular Governm ent o f  the Provinces.

Every province is governed by a fubovdination of Officers, 
who hold from no other power than that of the Nabob.

Nabob (derived from N aib, a word fignifying deputy) is 
a title which, at Delhi, none but thole who are ftylcd thus 
in a commiflion given by* the King, dare to affume. In 
diflant provinces Nabobs have governed, who have been 
regifterod as dead at Delhi. A Nabob, although appointed 
by a Subah, ought to have his commiflion confirmed by 
the King, or one with an authentic commiflion appears 
to fupplant him. lie then depends upon his own force, 
or the fupport of his Subah, and a war between the com­
petitors enliies.

A Nabob is fo far defpotic in bis government, as he can 
rely upon the protection of his fovereign or his fuperior.
Secure of this, he has nothing to apprehend, but poifon 
or affaflination from the treachery or refentment of hit
fubjechs.

Nabobs more particularly attach thenofelvcs to the com­
mand of the army, and leave the civil adminiflration to the 
D u a n .

D u a n —
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Duan is properly the judge of the province in civil mat­
ters. This office is commonly devolved on a Gentoo, in 
provinces which by their vicinity or importance to the throne, 
are more immediately fubjedi to its attention. This officer 
holds his commiffion from the King. But by the nature of 
the government of Indoftan, where all look only to one head, 
he is never more than an affiftant: he may be a fpy; he 
cannot be a rival to the power of the Nabob.

He therefore comprehends in his perfon the offices of 
Prim e M inister, Lord Chancellor, and Secretary o f  S ta te , with­
out prefuming to advife, judge, or iffiie orders, but according 
to the will of his matter, or to the influence which he has 
over it. Under the Duan is an officer called the B uggjh i, or 
B uxey, who is the paymafter of the troops, and the dif- 
burfer of all the public expences of the government.—This 
nntft be a poll of great advantage. The B u xe y  has under 
him an A m uldar, who is the overfeer and manager of all the 
occafions of expence.

Revenues, impofts, and taxes, are levied throughout the 
country, by the appearance, if not by the force of the foldiers.
The other officers of the province are therefore more imme­
diately military.

Piioufdar lignifies the commander of a detached body of 
the army, and in the military government, is a title next to 

* that of the Nabob. As the governors of particular parts of
3 F the
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the provmcc have always lame troops under thou command,
Alt it governors are called Fkoufdan.y although very often the 

. , Nabob himfelf holds no more than t his rank at the court of
Belhi, from whence all addretfe to the rulers of inferior pro­
vinces* make ufc only of this teftn. ....... f . \

Polh/gnr, from the word Folium, which fignifies a town 
fituatod in a wood, is the governor of fitch a town and the 
country about it’; and is libewile bqcotne the title of all who 
rule any couliderable town, commanding.’a-'large-diltri& of 
land, This term is only ufed on the conft of Coromandel.
In other provinces of the empire, all inch governors pafs 
under the genera! title of Zemindars,

A llatildar is the officer placed by the government to 
fuperiutend a finall village.

The 1 hivildnr plunders the village, and is himfelf fleeced by 
the Zemindar; the Zemindar by the Phoufclar; the Phoufdar 
by the Nabob, or his Duan. The Doan is the Nabob’s head 
Alive ; and the Nabob compounds on the belt terms he can 
make, with his Subah, or the t hrone.

W hetever this gradation is interrupted, bloodfhed enfues.
KcHidar is the governor or commander of a fort.
Munjnbhar is now a title of honour held from the throne, 

and exalted according to the number of horiemen which he 
is p e rm it te d  in h is  cominilHpn 10 command. There are- 
Munjubbars of ten tlioufand, and others of two hundred

and
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and fifty. This title originally ligoificd a commiflioned 
officer, who by favour from the throne had obtained a par­
ticular diftrkT of lands, to be allotted for his maintenance 
inftead of a falary.

Zem indar, derived from Zem in, the word fignifying lands, 
is the proprietor of a traiSt of land given in inheritance by 
the King or the Nabob, and who ftipulates the revenue which 
lie is to pay for the peaceable pofleffion of it. Such Zemin­
dars are not now to be frequently met with; but the title 
every where : it is transferred to all the little fuperintendants 
or officers under the Phoufdar.

C azee  is the mahomedan judge ecclefiaftical, who fup- 
ports and is fupported by the A lc o ra n . He is extremely 
venerated.

In treating upon the adminiftration of juftice in Indoftan, 
farther lights will be thrown upon this fubject of the govern­
ment of the provinces.

CAP. I I I .

O f  the Lands.

A ll the lands in the kingdom belong to the King: there­
fore all the lands in the provinces are fubject to the Nabqb,
With him, or his reprefentatives, farmers agree for the culti­
vation of fitch an extent, on referving to themfelves l'uch a 
proportion of the produce. This proportion is fettled ac-

3 f 2 cord ing
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fording to the difficulty or cafe of railing the grain, and 
fold on* exceeds a third.

On the ooaft of Coromandel where exceffive heats and 
infrequent rains exad the utmoft labour to bring rice to per­
fection ; if thefc farmers were not. mildly dealt with, they 
would undertake nothing, and the whole country would be 
famithed. Here therefore encouragement is given to them, 
and the government will fbnaetimes be at the expence of 
works to alii ft them in the labour of raffing and conveying 
water through the land.

The province of Bengal is the moft fertile of any in the 
univerfe, more fo than Egypt, and with greater certainty.—
A  ftraturn of the rielicit mould upon a bottom of land, the 
equal level of the country, and not a ftone to be picked up 
in the fpace of feme hundred miles, wliiffi ihells are found 
every where. Such iigns declare the foil to have been formed 
by the retreat of the fea; and in fuch a foil exceffive rains 
falling at particular periods, cannot but render the cultivation 
of it to be fearce a labour.

.1 he country about Dacca, where the Ganges difembogues 
itffilt by a hundred mouths into the ocean, is alone fufficient 
to fupply the whole province of Bengal with rice : and every 
other part of the province, if duly cultivated, would produce 
exceedingly more than its occasions.

Here therefore the people depend more upon the elements 
than on themfelves for fubfiftence. No encouragements are 

1 . given,

VA-ifr *; ■ /



OF  I NDOS T AN.  405

given, or regulations made, concerning the grain; and the 
farmer is as little exempt from violence, as any other fub- 
jeCt. Nature, at times, will leave her ordinary courfe. If 
the rice countries fail, the levereft of famines alHiCts this 
land of exceffive plenty, as no part of the province is cul­
tivated in proportion to the wants of the inhabitants who 

.refide on it.
This has happened in the year 1752: at Muxadavad the 

capital of Bengal, rice became fix times dearer than the ufual 
price: the confequence of which, in a country where nine- 
tenths of the people daily fpend what they daily earn, may 
be ealily conceived.

CAP. IV.

Of the Mechanicks.
Thf. mechanick or artificer will work only to the meafure 

of his neceffities. He dreads to be diftinguifhed. If  he be­
comes too noted for having acquired a little more money 
than others of his craft, that w ill be taken from him. If con- 
fpicuous for the excellence of his fkill, he is feized upon by 
fume perfon in authority, and obliged to work for him night 
and day, on much harder terms than his ufual labour ac­
quired when at liberty.

Hence all emulation is deftroyed ; and all the luxury of an 
Afiatick empire has not been able to counteract by its pro-

penfity
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peniit.y jto magnificence and fplendour, th<t difpiriting effects 
of that fear which reigns throughout, and without which a 
(lcfpotick power would reign no more.

If any improvements have been made in the few years of 
a milder adminiftration, they are utterly loft again when the 
common methods of government fucceed.

Hence rudenefs and inelegance are feen in all the works of 
wealth and magnificence; and Milton has juftly faid,

---------The gorgeous call with richeft hand
Ppurs on her tons Barbaric pearl aud gold.

CAT. V.

O f  the A r ts  and Sciences.

, I n happier climes, the arts and fciences have been courted,
to heighten the bteffings of life, or to a {lift the labours and 
wants of it. ■ :

But fncli a fpirit cannot ex ift where mankind are treated on 
Principles directly contrary to all ideas of their happinefs.

V Ore the ideas of virtue, morality, and humanity, difeuffed 
by inch genii as have enlightened happier nations, notions 
would foon be eitabIHhed, which would teach men what was 
due to them—notions which would overfet every principle 
and every practice of the eonftitution.

M ho therefore ihall dare to make fuch refearches his ftudy 
or difeourfe ? ^

W«
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We cannot therefore admire, that arts and fcicnces of all 
kinds have been able to make no greater progrefs in the 
empire of Indoftan.

# ' ■* f t* ' ' f if.- fx •> ■ r%i { f <v. ; it >J . r * «

CAP. VI.

O f  the People.

Where the human race is ftruggling through fuch mighty 
ills as render its condition fcarccly fuperior to that of the 
brutes of the field; (hall we not expect to find throughout 
Indoftan dreary plains, lands uncultivated, nftferable vil­
lages thinly interfperfed, defolated towns, and the number 
of inhabitants as much diminiflied as their miferies appear 

, multiplied.
On the contrary, we find a people equalling if not exceed­

ing in numbers the moft populous ftates, fuch as enjoy the 
belt of governments and the belt of laws.

EftcCts of the climate of Indoftan feem to counteract,, in 
favour of the human race,, the violences to which it is fubjeCt 
from the nature of the government.

l. The fun forbids the life of fuel, and renders the want of 
rayment to be fcarcely an inconvenience, L2. The bare earth, 
with the flighted; hut over it, affords a repofe without the 
danger of difeafes to a people vaftly temperate. 3. Pro­
ductions peculiar to the foil of India exceedingly contribute 
to the eafe of various labours: a convenient houfe may be

built



built in three days, with no other materials than what are 
furnifiled by the bamboo and kajan: a boat, with all its 
appurtenances, may be.made from the (ingle coco-nut tree; 
which at the fame time lupplies oil, and a nourifhmeot in 
much requcli; the eafe of producing and manufacturing- 
cotton is evinced by the plenty and price of linen. 4. Health 
is bed preferred in this climate, by the flighted and iimplcd 
diet: perhaps it is from this confideration that religion has 
forbid the life of flefb. meats and fpirituous liquors amongft 
the Gentoos.

Th us the general wants of other climates become extremely 
lelfened in this. Now if men multiply in proportion to the 
eafe of gaining a fubfideucc, it will no longer be admired 
that the kingdom of Indodan ftiould, even under the iron 
fway of defpotifm, continue populous; efpeeially if we add 
this better fundamental caufe, which, refulting like the other 
frotn tlie efforts of the climate, is dill rendered more effectual 
by the mod fticred of cuftoms.

In Indodan, the fecundity of the women is extreme; and 
the propenlity of the men to propagate their lpecies is equal 
to it. Every Gen too is by his religion obliged to marry, and 
is permitted to have more wives than one. It lias been 
proved, that the number of females exceeds that of the males; 
lb that a plurality of wives produces not the effect in India,

* which it is imagined to do in other countries, that of decreaf-
ing the numbers of a people.

f  C A P .
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CAP.  V I I .

O f  the M anufaM ures.

A  people born under a fun too fultry to admit the exercife 
and fatigues neccflary to form a robuft nation, will naturally, 
from the weakuefs of their bodies (especially if they have few 
wants), endeavour to obtain their fcanty livelihood by the 
ealieft labours.

It is from hence, perhaps, that the manufactures of cloth 
are fo multiplied in Indoftan. Spinning and weaving are the 
lliffhteft talks which a man can be let to; and the numbers 
that do nothing ell’e in this country are exceeding.

It is obfervable, that the manufacturers of cloth prevail 
molt, both in quantity and perfection, in tliofe provinces 
where the people are leait capable of robult labours.

In the northern parts of the kingdom, where the men 
have more bodily ftrength, they weave hair, or the coarfell 
of cloths. .

On the coall of Coromandel, and in the province of Bengal, 
when at fome dillance from the high road, or a principal 
town, it is difficult to find a village in which every man, 
woman, and child, is not employed in making a piece ol 
cloth.

The affiftanee which a wife and family are capable ol 
affording; to the labours of the loom, may have much con-

s G tributed
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trlbuted to the preference given by a lazy people to this, 
inanufadture.

'i’he thread is laid the whole length of the piece of cloth: 
hence the weavers live entirely in villages, as they could work 
no where elfe in this manner;

A  weaver amongft the Gentoos is no deljpieable call. He 
is next to the feribe, and above all the mechanics. He would, 
lofe his caft, were he to undertake a drudgery which did not/ 
immediately relate to his work.

Alter what has been laid of the difcouragements to which 
the mechanic of every denomination is fubjedt; it may be 
afkedj, in what manner the amazing perfection to which the 
linen manufacture* has been brought in Indoftan, can be 
accounted for.

l lie difunctions of drefs in Indoftan conlift entirely in the 
linenefs of the linen of which the habit is made. The habit 
iias at this day the lame cut which it had a thoufand years 
ago. Ornaments of gold and filvcr are marks of foppery, 
which are indulged only to the children : jewels are not wore 
about the perfon, excepting on particular occafions, even by 
the grandees: the richeft man in the empire affects no other 
advantage in his drefs, but that of linen extremely fine. The 
particularity of this tuite m.uft have been a great encourage- "
ment to the linen manufacture.

Let it be again oblervcd, that at prefent, (whatever it may 
have been formerly) much the grcatclt part of whole pro­

vinces
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winces are employed in this fingle manufacture: and this will 
be allowed another good reafon for tire improvements which 
have been made in it.

Other trades in Indoftan are not fubdivided as they are in 
Europe, where fix or feven mechanics contribute to the 
making of a fingle iuftrument. Here one man makes all the 
parts hinifelf: by which he becomes exceedingly liable to 
oppreffion; for when once his fingle perlon is fccured, all 
that is neceflary is fecured.

It is quite contrary in regard to the weaver: to this trade 
fix or feven hands contribute. To get a piece of cloth made 
by compulfion, a man, with one or two wives, and five or fix 
children, muft he taken up; and inltead of being confined to 
a narrow room, muft be placed in a fpacious orchard: all 
this would be vaftly inconvenient.

If guards were placed upon the village, which is the only 
method of compulfion that can be ufed, the alarm would be 
taken; and half the country, by the retreat of thefe people, 
would be depopulated in a day’s time.

But doth being the ftaple of the trade of Indoftan, and 
trade in general being better encouraged than it ufually is in 
a defpotie ftate; fuch proceedings would too much injure 
the public revenues, in one of their greateft refourccs.

This m&nufadure is therefore left liable to outrages, 
than any other trade; and hence another caufe of its 
improvements.

3 G 2 *
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But it will be laid, that although thefe reafons may account 
§ . . ■ » . * for the quantities of cloth made in Iridoftan, yet there re­

mains a puzzle: how works of fuch extraordinary nieenefs
t

can be produced by u people, who, if what is faid of their 
mechanics be true, mult be deprived of fuch tools as feem 
abfolutely neceifary to finifh fuch fine manufactures.

The furpriae will be heightened when we find, that at 
Dacca, in the province of Bengal, where all the cloths for 
the ufe of the king and his feraglio are made, thefe are of 
fuch wonderful finenefs as to exceed ten times the price of 
any linens permitted to be made for Europeans, or any one 
die in the kingdom.

As much as an Indian is born deficient in mechanical 
ftrength, fo much is his whole frame endowed with an ex­
ceeding degree of fenfibility and pliantness. The hand of an 
Indian cook-wench fhall be more delicate than that of an 
European beauty: the fkin and features of a porter fhall be 
fofter than thofe of a profelied p e tit rnaitre.

The women wind off the raw filk from the pod of the 
worm. A fingle pod of raw lilk is divided into twenty dif­
ferent degrees of finenefs; and fo exquilite is the feeling of 
thefe women, that whilft the thread is running through their 
fingers fo fwiftly that their eye can be of no alhitance, they 
will break it off exactly as the aflbrtments change, at once ■ 
from tire fir It to the twentieth, from the nineteenth to the 
fccond.

The
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The women like wife fpin the thread defigned for the 
cloths, and then deliver it to the men, who have fingers to 
model it as exquifitely as thefe have prepared it. For it is

•S'- 1 t' "* »
matter of fact, that the tools which they ufe arc as fimple 
and plain as they can be imagined to be. The rigid, clumfy 
fingers of an European would fcareely be able to make a 
piece of canvafs, with the inftruments which are all that an 
Indian employs in making a piece of cambric.

It is farther remarkable, that every diftindt kind of cloth 
is the produce of a particular diftridt, in which the fabric has 
been tranfmitted, perhaps for centuries, from father to fon— 
a cuftom which muft have conduced to the perfection of the 
manufacture.

I fhould perhaps, with my reader, have thought this detail 
of fo fimple a fiibjedt unncceffary, had I not confidercd, that 
the progrefs of the linen manufacture includes no lefs than a 
description of the lives of half the inhabitants of Indoftan.

c a p . vnr.
Of the Trade.

T he numerous produdtions of Indoftan, and the differ­
ence of wants in different parts of it, afford a large Icopc 
for an extenfive trade within itfelf; which is carried on 
with no {mail degree of application, wherever the fword is 
iheathed.

Tlier
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The European natrons, importing bullion and metals, 
which the Indians want, and exporting- the cloths which 
they can eafily fpare, have much contributed to confirm the 
Spirit of trade.

1'hc king, l)y being proprietor of the lands, fells to his 
I  fubjedts their lubfiftence, inftead ol receiving fupplies from

them. Hence a rcfource exceeding that of all the taxes, 
'imports, and cuftoms of other governments; but ftill a ro- 
fource incapable ol producing gold or lilver without the 
atiiilance of commerce.

I he multitude of valuable productions, the cunning and 
induftrious temper of the people, the avarice of the rulers 
ol Indoilan, have all equally concurred to eftablilh the ex* 
tenfive commerce of this country. The government has 
found, by repeated experience in the coufequences of op~ 

prellion, that they bell conlult the intereft of their revenues 
in coalulting the fecurity of their merchants.

1 he cuftoms and impolls throughout Jndoltan are fixed and 
unalterable. The merchant may at any time make an exatft 
calculation of the deductions to which his trade is fubjedL 
C uftoms paid at any of the Mogul’s ports, are not to be de­
manded at any other for the fpace of twelve months.

Phe diamond mines, like all other lands, are the property 
of the fovereign, who receives a vaft revenue from the farmers 
admitted to work in them. This revenue Is certain, be the 
fucccls what it will; and all diamonds above a particular and 

v ' very
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very moderate weight, belong to the king. The penalty of 
death, to all concerned in concealing a large done, is exe­
cuted with the utmoll rigour, and is the caufe why fo few arc 
feen in Europe,,except when a Nazir Jing is murdered*.

None but princes who have been as weak in their intellects 
as violent in their inclinations, have dill re fifed the merchants 
under their jurifdi&ion, by outrages exceeding the common 
bounds of impofition.; which the llavery of an Indian fpirit 
contentedly receives as his lot.

When the Europeans entered India, they found at Surat 
one of the greateft marts in the world. Arabia, Perfia, and :
China, were from hence fupplied with cloths, and all other 
productions of the kingdom. Later we have known a 
merchant of that city the fiole proprietor of twenty Ihips, 
none of lefs burthen than five hundred tons: at prefent 
the merchants are feen ruined by the violences of an im­
politic government, and we now only hear of the trade of 
this .city..

Some years ago the province of Oude, laying to the north- 
weft of Bengal, became quite impoveriflied by the exccfs of / 
the cuftoms and the feverity of the collectors: the trade 
went round the province, inltead of going through it. When 
Munfurally Cawn, the prefent Vizir of the empire, obtained 
that Nabobfliip, he inftantly rectified the errors of hisprede-

* See Hie Military Tranfa&ions in Indollan, vol.i. page 162.

cellars*.
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cellars. He lowered the cuftoms exceedingly, and fubjeded 
the collodion of them to better regulations. This province, 
being tire fhofteft thoroughfare, immediately recovered its

0  ̂ .
loft trade, and flourilbed under his adminiftration beyond 
what it ever was known to do.

Bengal, by its iituation and produdions, has the moll 
extenlive commerce of any province of the empire. Delhi 
is from hence fuppiied with all its linens and fdks; the 
foreign marts of India, Arabia, and Perfrn, with ftlk, raw and 
manufadured, with cloths, with fugars, opium, grain, See.
The European nations make their largeft and moll valuable 
inveftments here. The Nabob Allaverdy Khan obtained the 
government by his lVord, and by that has ever lince main­
tained it. The pay of a very numerous landing army has 
obliged him to be move rapacious than any of his predc- 
cellbrs were; the merchants therefore are obliged to buy 
their trade at dearer exadions than they were ever known to 
fuller: but this prince has not yet exceeded fo much, as to 
leave the commerce of his province deftitute of a profit fuffi- 
eient to excite adventurers.

The European nations are pofteffed of conlklerable fettle- 
ments and much property within his territory; by quitting of 
which their com pathos would be ruined : this Allaverdy 
Khan knows full well: lie therefore hefitates not to make 
exorbitant demands from them ; and if matters are not foon 

d ■ compio-
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tom promifed, he iflues forlli orders to Hop every branch of 
their inveftments, which are difperied throughout the country 
at great diilances from their principal factories.

It is not to he expedited that navigation thould have made 
great progrefs anwngft fo enervated a people as thofe of 
fndoftan. They are unlkilful practitioners, and worfe theo- 
rifts. It is common to find a Moor fliip wafting three years 
on a voyage which might eatily be performed in one : hence 
the Europeans are the general carriers of lire eafl.

With this advantage, with the advantage of particular fili­
ations, the colonies abroad are enabled to create many private 
fortunes, without interfering with the interefts of the com­
panies on which they depend.

CAP.  IX.

O f  the W ar.

The rudenefs of the military art in Indoftan can fearcc be 
imagined, but by thofe who have feen it. The infantry con- 
fifls in a multitude of people aflembled together without 
regal'd to rank and file: fome with fwords and targets, who 
can never fland the fhock of a body of horfc: fomc bearing 
match-locks, which in the bell of order can produce but a 
very uncertain fire: fome armed with lances too long or too 
weak to Vie of any fcrvice, even if ranged with the utmofl 
regularity of difeipline.

3  U  L i t t l e
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Little reliauee-is therefore placed in this force. To keep 
night-watches, and to plunder defencelefs people, is their 
great eft ferviee, except it conli its in their being a perquihte 
to their commanders, who receive a fixed price for every man,, 
aud hire every man at a different and lefs .price.

As the Moors are the lords of the country, they arc of 
cohfequence the warriors of it. Thefe derive from their 
originals, the tartars, the affection which that people are 
famous for bearing towards their horfes; and the love of 
eafe, in an inclement climate, has fixed this preference. The 
strain of all the war refts upon the numbers and goodnefs of 

■ horie which are found in an army.
Every man brings his own horfc, and offers himfelf to be 

mlifted. The horfc, and not the man, is carefully examined ; 
aud according to the fize and value of the bead, the matter 
receives his pay. A good horfc will bring thirty or forty 
rupees a month. Sometimes an officer contra&s for a whole 
troop which he has iulifted.

A horfc in Iudoftan is of four times greater value than in 
Liu ope. If the horfe is killed, the man is ruined. Strange 
'.bat Inch a regulation thou Id be eftabliihed, as makes it the 
interest of the foldier to fight as little as pollibJe.

1 he privileges of free-booty and plunder, together with 
hidden and Xanguinary executions, in fome meafure check 
tiiis confequence. The officer who commands a troop which 

1 he
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h e  h a s  ra ifed  h im fe lf , is r e fp o n f ib le  fo r t h e  b e h a v io u r  o f  h is 

m e n : h e  th e re fo re  b r in g s  th e m  o f  h is o w n  fa m ily , o r  a t  le a i t  

ias lie  c a n  d e p e n d  o n . T h e  lb  in te re f ts  a n d  c o n n e c t io n s  d o  

b u t  in d if fe re n tly  f u p p ly  th e  e ffec ts  o l a  r e a l  lo v e  to  th e n  

c o u n tr y ,  o r  a  re a l  a t t a c h m e n t  to  t h e i r  prince—p r in c ip le s  

w h ic h  a r e  v e ry  r a r e ly  fo u n d  to  in f lu e n c e  th e  p e o p le  of 

In d o f ta n ,
T h e  v ic to ry  is c o m m o n ly  d e c id e d  b y  th e  fa ll o f  t h e  p r in ­

c ip a l  m e n  in  th e  a rm y . T h e fe  b e g in  th e  o n fe t , a n d  a ic  fo l­

lo w ed  b y  th e  h a rd ie f t  o f  th e i r  p a r t i s a n s ;  w h o  n o  fo o n e r  fee  

th e i r  c h ie f  d e f tro y e d  th a n  th e y  ta k e  to  f lig h t. N u m b e r s  ot 

fuc li fk irm ifh e s  c o m p o fe  w h a t  is c a lle d  a  b a t t l e  in  I n d o f ta n .

T h e  g re a te f t  f la u g h te r  fa lls  a r o u n d  th e  c o m m a n d e r  in  c h ie f , 

a s  th e  v ic to ry  is c o n f i rm e d  in  th e  in f ta n t  o f  h is  d e a th .

A rm ie s  m o re  e n c u m b e re d  w ith  th e  c o n v e n ie n c e s  of life , 

t h a n  w ith  th e  p r e p a r a t io n s  fo r w ar, fo rm  lo o fe , d r a g g l in g , 

a n d  d ifo rd e rly  c a m p s , a n d  m a k e  i r r e g u la r ,  d i la to ry  m a rc h e s .

T h e  m u tu a l  in a c t iv i ty  b e c o m e s  th e  g e n e ra l  f e c u r i t y ; fo r a s  

i t  is a  c u f to m  o f  th e  e a t t  t o  m a k e  th e  g r e a t  m e a l  a t  n ig h t ,  

a n d  o f  c o n fe q u e n c e  to  fa ll in to  d e e p  f le e p  im m e d ia te ly  a f te r  

i t ,  a  h a n d fu l  o f  r e fo lu te  m e n  m ig h t  e a fily  b e a t  u p  a  c a m p  o t 

m a n y  th o u ia n d s .

T h e  c o u ra g e  o f  th e  p e o p le  d e p e n d s  o n  th e  c l im a te .  I n  th e  

n o r th e r n  p a r ts  o f  th e  k in g d o m , f irm e r f ib res  p r o d u c e  a  p io -  

p o r t io n a b le  d e g re e  o f  r e f o lu t io n :  in  th e  f o u th e r n  a ll  is fen ii-
3  n  s  b i l i ty ;

(t Qf
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b i l i t y ; a n d  f e a r  m u l l  b e  p r e d o m in a n t  i n  fn c h  as  a r e  in fin ite ly  

fu fc e p tib le  o f  th e  m in u te f t  i jn p re lf io n s .

P e r fo n s  o f  h ig h  r a n k  a n d  d if t in & io n  a re  fe ld o m  w a n t in g  in  

a n  in t r e p id i ty  a s  l i t t le  fe n f ib le  to  th e  a p p re h e n f io n s  o f  danger*  

as th e  p u f il la n im ity  o f  th e  lo w e r  a n d  m e a n e r  p e o p le  is in c a T 

p a b le  o f  re f ill in g  fu c h  im p u lfe s .

HKD or THE FIRST BOOK.

Compofed at Calcutta in September 1752.

CorreBed on board the Jkip Pelham, September 1753.
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c a p . r .

Of the Moors of Indofan.

T H E  D e f e e n d a n t s  o f  th o fe  Moors o r  Tartars, w h o  u n d e r  

th e  c o m m a n d  o f  T a m e r la n e  c o n q u e r e d  I n d o f t a n ,  a r c  n o w  

b e c o m e  e x c e e d in g ly  n u m e r o u s ;  a n d ,  i f  c o l le c te d  to g e th e r ,  

w o u ld  fo rm  a  v e ry  p o p u lo u s  n a t io n .

B u t  b e in g  d i fp e r f e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  v a l t  e x t e n t  o f  th is  

e m p ir e ,  th e i r  n u m b e r s  a p p e a r  fo  v e ry  fm a ll ,  w h e n  c o m p a r e d  

to  t h a t  o f  th e  G e n to o s ,  w h o  a r e  a ll  t h e  o r ig in a l  p e o p le  o f  th e  

c o u n t r y ,  t h a t  n o th in g  b u t  a n  e f fe m in a c y  a n d  r e f ig n a t io n  o f 

fp ir i t ,  n o t  to  b e  p a r a l le le d  in  t h e  w o r ld , c o u ld  m a k e  i t  c o n ­

c e iv a b le  h o w  th e f e  c a n .  r e m a in  fu b je d te d  to  m a i le r s  w h o m  

, th e y  o u tn u m b e r  t e n  t o  o n e .

T h e  n u m b e r  o f  M o o rs  in  t h e  n o r th e r n  c o u n tr ie s ,  a n d  a b o u t  

D e lh i  t h e  c a p i t a l ,  is  f o u n d  v a i l ly  to  e x c e e d  t h a t  o f  t h e  

f o u th e r n  a n d  m o re  d i f t a n t  p r o v in c e s .

I n  th e  p r in c ip a l  c i t ie s  o f  t h e  p r o v in c e s ,  th e y  a r e  lik e w ifo  

in  g r e a t  n u m b e r s ,  a s  f o rm in g  th e  g r e a te f l  p a r t  o f  t h e  fo ld ie ry , 

o r  d e p e n d in g  u p o n  t h e  o f f ic e rs  a n d  o ffic e s  o f  th e  g o v e rn m e n t .

O u t  o f  th e fe  c i t ie s  i t  is d i f f ic u l t  to  f in d  a  t r a d e  o r  m an u -f 

f a c tu r e  c a r r ie d  o n  b y  a  M o o r .
T h e
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T h e  M o o rs  in  I n d o f ta n  m a y  b e  d iv id e d  in to  tw o  k in d s  o f  

p e o p le ,  d if f e r in g  in  e v e ry  r e f p e d ,  e x c e p t  in g  in  th e  p ro fe tlio n  

o f  th e  la m e  re lig io n . U n d e r  th e  firft a re  r e c k o n e d  t h e  d e ­

f e n d a n t s  o f  th e  co n q u e ro rs* : T a r t a r s  c o n t in u a l ly  n a tu r a l iz in g  

tb e tn fe lv e s  in  I n d o f ta n ,  t h r o u g h  th e  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  w h ic h  

th e i r  m a r t ia l  fp ir i t  is  lu r e  to  r e c e iv e ;  A r a b ia n s  a n d  P e r f ia n s  

w h o  h a v e  q u i t t e d  t h e i r  o w n , to  fe e k \  th e i r  fo r tu n e s  in  th is  

c o u n tr y .  T h e  f e e o n d  r a n k  o f  M o o rs  c o m p r e h e n d s  a ll  th e  

d e f e n d a n t s  o f  c o n v e r te d  G e n to o s — a  m ile  ru b le  r a c e ,  a s  n o n e  

b u t  th e  m o f t  m if e ra b le  o f  th e  G c n to o  c a ffs  a re  c a p a b le  o f  

c h a n g in g  their r e l ig io n .

CAP. I I .

Of the Manners of the Moors.
T h e  T a r t a r s  a re  k n o w n  a m o n g f t  th e m fe lv e s  to  b e  o f  h o n e ft 

a n d  fu n p io  m a n n e r s ;  a n d  i f  a t  t im e s  f ie rce  a n d  c ru e l ,  th e y  

c e a ie  to  b e  fo w h e n  th e y  c e a fe  to  b e  e n e m ie s  o f  w ar.

T h e  c o n q u e f t  o f  I n d o f ta n  w as m a d e  b y  th e m  w i th  l i t t l e  

d if f ic u l ty , a n d  h a s  A lice  b e e n  m a in ta in e d  w i th  l e f t :  a  d i f t in c -  

t io n  o f  r e l ig io n s  ( th a t  o f  M a h o m e d ,  a n d  t h a t  o f  th e  G e n to o s )  

h a s  e n fu e d , w h ilft t h e  c o n q u e r o r  m a y  w i th o u t  c o n tr o u l  v a u n t  

h is  o w n , a n d  in fu l t  t h a t  o f  t h e  f u b je d t  ; t h e  fu b jcC t, b y  

b e in g  m o r e  n u m e r o u s  lia s  o n ly  b e c o m e  m o re  d e fp ic a b le ,  

from  th is  p r o o f  o f  n o t  d a r in g  to  e x e r t  h is  l l r c n g th .  A lm o ft

th e  w h o le  w e a l th  o f  th is  v a f t  t e r r i to r y  is d iv id e d  a m o n g f t  th e

M o o rs ,
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M o o rs ,  th e  e ffe c t o f  t h e i r  te n a c io u fn e f s  in  k e e p in g  a ll  o ffices  . 

o f  th e  g o v e rn m e n t  a m o n g f t  th e m fe lv e s . 1  h e  p r in c ip le  o l th e  

g o v e rn m e n t  h a s  n e v e r llie le fs  r e d u c e d  a ll th e f e  m ig h ty  lo rd s  

to  b e  as m u c h  th e  H aves to  fo m e  p o w e rs , a s  o th e r s  a r e  H aves 

to  th e ir s .  A  l ic e n tio u fn e fs  a n d  lu x u r y  p e c u l ia r  to  th is  e n e r ­

v a t in g  c l im a te ,  h a v e  f p re a d  th e i r  c o r r u p t io n ,  a n d  in f te a d  o f  

m e e t in g  w ith  o b f ta b le s  f ro m  la w s  o r  o p in io n s , is c h c r iH ie d  as 

t h e  f u p re m e  g o o d  to  t h e  u tm o f t  e x c e f le s .

A ll  th e f e  w ill f in e ly  b e  d e e m e d  c a u fc s  fu ff ic ie n t  to  hav c 

c h a n g e d , in  th e  p r e le n t  M o o rs  o f  I n d o l ta n ,  th e  I p in t  w h ic h  

th e i r  a n c e i lo r s  b r o u g h t  w ith  th e m  in to  i t :  a n d  f ro m  h e n c e  

m a n y  a n d  d r e a d f u l  v ic e s  a re  n o w  n a tu r a l iz e d  a m o n g f t  th e m .

A  d o m in e e r in g  in fo le n c e  to w a rd s  a ll w ho a r e  in  fu b jed ftio u  

to  th e m , u n g o v e rn a b le  w illu ln e fs , i n h u m a n i ty ,  c r u e l ty ,  m in ­

d e rs  a n d  a f la f l in a t io n s ,  d e l ib e r a te d  w ith  t h e  fa m e  c a lm n e f s  

" a n d  f u b t le ty  a s  th e  r e f t  o f  th e i r  p o l i t ic s ,  a n  in fe n t ib ih ly  to

re m o rfe  fo r  th e fe  c r im e s , w h ic h  a r e  fc a rc e ly  c o n f id e re d  o th e r -  

w ife  th a n  a s  n e c e f la ry  a c c id e n ts  in  th e  c o u rfe  o f life , fe n lu a l 

e x c e fle s  w h ic h  r e v o l t  a g a in f t  n a tu r e ,  u n b o u n d e d  th i r i l  o t 

p o w e r , a n d  a n  e x p a c io u lh e f s  o f  w e a l th  e q u a l  to  th e  e x t r a v a ­

g a n c e  o f  h is  p ro p e n f i t ie s  a n d  v ic e s — th is  is th e  c h a r a c te r  of 

a n  I n d ia n  M o o r ,  w h o  is o f  c o n fe q u e n c e  fu f l ic ic u t  to  h a v e  

a n y  c h a r a c te r  a t  a ll .

I t  w o u ld  b e  in ju f t ic e  to  h u m a n  n a tu r e ,  w e re  w e  n o t  to  

t h in k  a ll g e n e ra l  d e fe r ip t io n s  o f  i t  l ia b le  to  e x c e p t io n s .

I n h u m a n i ty

' » ' ■ (jQ  1 , • '■ : ,
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I n h u m a n i ty  a n d  c r u e l ty  is n o t  a lw a y s  th e  p ro p e n s i ty  o f  a  

M o o r , a s  I n c h ; b u t  as o f  a  m a n  d e te r m in e d  to  re m o v e  all 

e b f ta e le s  to  h is  a m b i t i o n : th is  e f l 'e d e d , i t  is c o m m o n  to  fee 

th e  p r in c e  o f  a  d ifp o f it io n  le f t  f a n g u in a ry  th a n  t h a t  o f  th e  

b e d  o f  h is  c o u r t ie r s .  S u c h  is A lla v e rd y  K h a n , t h e  p re fe n t 

N a b o b  o t  IV’n g a 'l ; a n d  w h a t  is m o re  fm g n la r  in  a  p e rfo n  o f  

h is  f ta t io n  a n d  re l ig io n , th is  p r in c e  h a s  a lw ay s  p e d d le d  to  

live th e  h u f b a n d  o f  o n e  w ife .

I t  r e m a in s  to  fp e a k  o f  th e  m il i ta ry  re fo lu tio n  o f  th e  

M o o rs . W h e re  a l l  is m a in ta in e d  by  t h e  fw o rd , i t  is n a tu r a l  

t h a t  t h e  p ro fe f lio n  o f  a  fo ld ie r  Ih o u ld  b e  th e  n e a re f t  ro a d  n o t  

o n ly  to  h o n o u rs  b u t  to  p o w e r . E v e r y  o n e  urges? o n  to  b e  as 

h ig h  in  th e  r a n k  o f  (laves a s  h e  c a n ; a n d  Tom e h a v e  e v e n  

a f f e d e d  in ti re  * in d e p e n d a n e e .  A  g o v e rn o r  o f  a p ro v in c e  will 

fc a rc e  b e  a b le  t o  m a in ta in  i t ,  i f  h e  is n o t  a  v e ry  b ra v e  m a n , 

a n d  a t  e v e ry  in  ft a n t  r e a d y  to  e n te r  t h e  f ie ld ; n a y ,  fu c h  a  

d ig n ity  is ra re ly  c o n fe r re d , b u t  u p o n  f u c h  a s  h a v e  g iv e n  

p ro o fs  o f  th e i r  a b il i t ie s  to  c o m m a n d  a n  a rm y  in  p e rfo n .

W h e re  c o u ra g e  is  b e c o m e  To in d ifp e n f ib le  a  q u a lif ic a tio n , m  

a ll w h o  a t t e m p t  t o  b e t te r  th e i r  fo r tu n e s  in  th e  ( la te ,  i t  is n o  

w o n d e r  t h a t  w e  fe e  a ll o f  t h e  h ig h e l l  r a n k  o f  M o o rs  po ffe fled  

o f  i t  in  n o  c o n te m p t ib le  d e g re e .

# Nizamalmuluck, the Subah of the fouthern provinces; Allaverdy Khan, the 
Nabob of Bengal.

CAP.

v ; I f  4  fe
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O f  the Politencfs and Ceremonies o f  the Moors.

The c lim a te  a n d  h a b its  o f  I n d o f ta n  h a v e  e n e rv a te d  tiic  

i iro n g  fib res  w ith  w h ic h  th e  T a r ta r s  c o n q u e re d  i t ; a n d  th e  

ru d e  fen fe  o f  t h a t  p e o p le  is n o w  re f in e d  in  th e ir  d e f e n d a n t s ,  

in  a  g r e a t  m e a lu re , to  th e  fe n f ib il i ty  o f  th e  I n d ia n s .

I  m u l t  a p o lo g iz e  fo r  r e m in d in g  th e  r e a d e r  fo o f te n ,  o f  th e  

g r a d a t io n  o f  f la v e ry  w h ic h  fu b lilts  th r o u g h o u t  I n d o f t a n ; 

w i th o u t  c a r ry in g  th is  id ea  c o n tin u a lly  w ith  us, i t  is im p o f lib le  

to  fo rm  a n y  id e a  o f  th e fe  p e o p le .

T h a t  t r ib u te  o f  o b e d ie n c e  w h ic h  a  m a n  p a y s  to  h is  fu p e -  

r io r, h e  n a tu ra l ly  exa<5ts fro m  h is  in f e r io r ;  a n d  w h e re  ev e ry  

m a n  is o b lig e d  to  p a y ,  a n d  e x p e & s  to  r e c e iv e , th is  o b e d ie n c e , 

i t  is n a tu r a l  t h a t  a  c h e c k  f lio u ld  b e  p u t  to  a ll o u tw a rd  in d e ­

c o ru m . I f  to  th is  w e  jo in  t h e  id e a  o f  a  p e o p le  in  w hom  

fu b ti lty  h a s  b e e n  fu b f l i tu te d  to  im p e tu o u s  m a n n e rs , w e (h a ll 

n o t  w o n d e r  to  fee th e m  b e c o m e  v aftly  p o l i te .  I t  is d e f tro y in g  

th e  n a tu r e  o f  th in g s , fo r a n y  m o re  th a n  o n e  o r  tw o  perfo n s 

in a n y  a f le m b ly , to  b e  o ff th e i r  g u a rd  in  th e  p o in t  o f  c e re ­

m o n ia l o r  b e h a v io u r .

Vie f in d , th e re fo re , a m o n g f t  th e  M o o rs ,  th e  c e re m o n ie s  o f  

o u tw a rd  m a n n e rs  c a r r ie d  to  a  m o re  re f in e d  p itc h  t h a n  in  a n y  

o th e r  p a r t  o f  th e  w o rld , e x c e p t in g  C h in a .  T h e fe  m a n n e rs  

a re  b e c o m e  a  f u n d a m e n ta l  o f  th e ir  e d u c a t io n ,  a s  w ith o u t

3  J th em
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them a man would, inflead of making his fortune, be liable 
to lofe his head.

, An uncivil thing is never faid amongft equals: the
moft extravagant adulation, both of gefture and words, is 
lav ill ted upon the fuperior. Thp grandee is feated in his 
* Durbar, where all who approach to pay their refpedts arc- 
ranged according to (heir refpedtive degrees of Ration or 
favour. All is attention to his countenance: if he afks a 
queftion, it is anfwered with the turn that will pieafe him; 
if he aliens, all applaud the truth: does he contradict, all 
tremble : a multitude of domeilicks appear in waiting, as 
filent and immovable as ftatues. This is the ceremonial 
of paying court. I fpeak not of the Durbar as the tri­
bunal of jultice: there injuries mull cry aloud, or will not ^
be beard.

By the experience which they have had of Europeans, 
they deny us all pretentious to politenets. Our familiarities 
appear O&ockiilg to their notions of awe and refpeCi; our 
vivacities quite ridiculous to their notions of* folemnity. I 
Avail be pardoned for giving an infhuice of this.

The gentlemen of one of the European factories in Bengal, 
were invited to fee the ceremony of a facred day at the 
Nabob’s palace, where all the great men of the city were to

# Durbar is the name of the place in which the prince makes his public 
appearance to receive hoina<p\ and like wife of that ia which juftice is athuini-

l  tiered hy hixnfelf or his officers*

be

’/;■  ̂ f
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b e  a flfcm b led . T h e  E u r o p e a n s  w e re  p la c e d  n e a r  th e  N a b o b s  

p e r fo n . T h e  fe c n e  w a s  in  a  l a r g e  a r e a  o f  t h e  p a l a c e ; in  th e  

m id d le  o f  W h ic h , d i r e & ly  o p p o f i t e  to  th e  N a b o b ,  a  f o u n ta in  

w a s  p la y in g .  T h e  M o o r s  w h o  e n te r e d ,  a p p r o a c h e d  n o  n e a i e r  

t h a n  ju f t  b e fo re  t h e  f o u n t a i n ; th e r e  m a d e  o b e if a n c e ,  a n d  

t h e n  r e t i r e d  to  th e i r  f e a ts .  A  m a n  o f  fo in e  (l ift i n e t  io n  a d d e d  

a  f te p  o r  tw o  to o  m u c h  to  h is  r e t r e a t i n g  b o w , a n d  fell b a c k ­

w a r d s  in to  th e  c i t te r n  o f  th e  f o u n ta in .  I  q u e f t io n  w h e th e r  

h a l f  th e  fo re ig n  a m b a f la d o r s  o f  a n y  c o u r t  in  E u r o p e ,  c o u ld  

h a v e  fu p p re f ie d  th e i r  m ir th  o n  f u c h  a n  o c c a f io u  : o u r  f o re ig n  

v if i to rs  b u r t t  i n to  r e p e a te d  p e a ls  o f  l a u g h te r ,  a n d  f lu n g  th e m -  

fe lv e s  in to  a ll  th e  a t t i t u d e s  w h ic h  u f u a l ly  a c c o m p a n y  th e  

e x c e fs  o f  i t .  N o t  a  m u fe le  w as c h a n g e d  in  t h e  c o u n te n a n c e  

n o f  a n y  o t h e r  p e r f o n  in  t h e  a f te m b ly . T h e  u n lu c k y  m a n

w e n t  o u t  w i th  g r e a t  c o m p o f u r e ,  t o  c h a n g e  h is  r a i m e n t ;  a n d  

a ll  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  c o m p a n y  w a s  d iv e r te d  f ro m  h im  u p o n  

th e  b o i f te ro u s  m ir th  o f  t h e  f t r a n g e r s ,  w h ic h  b e c a m e  r e a l  m a t ­

t e r  o f  a f to n i lh m e n t  to  th e fe  n ic e  o b fe rv e rs  o f  d e c o r u m .

T h e  d e p u t i e s  o f  a n  E u r o p e a n  f e t t l e m e n t  o n  th e  c o a f t  o f  

C o r o m a n d e l ,  a r r iv e d  a t  th e  C a m p  o f  N a z t r j in g ,  l a t e  S u b a h  o f  

t h e  f o u th e m  p ro v in c e s , w h o  h a d  a t  t h a t  t im e  o c c a f to n  fo r  t h e  

fe rv ic e s  o f  t h e i r  p re s id e n c y . I n  f t ip u la t in g  th e  c e re m o n ie s  o f 

th e i r  a u d ie n c e ,  t h e y  in f i l le d  t h a t  t h e y  c o u ld  n o t  f it  c ro fs -  

le g g e d  u p o n  th e  g r o u n d ,  w i th o u t  b e in g  c r a m p e d  : i t  w a s  a n -  

fw e re d , t h a t  th e y  c o u ld  n o t  b e  a d m i t t e d  to  f i t  u p o n  c h a i r s  

( a c c o r d in g  to  th e  E u r o p e a n  c u f to in )  in  th e  p r e f e n c e  o f  a  

p r in c e  o f  N a z i r j in g ’s d i g n i t y ;  a s , a c c o r d in g  to  th e i r  c u f to m s ,

• 3 i 2 no
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n o  u .^ r i o r  c o u ld  b e  p la c e d  o n  a  fe a t  ra i le d  h ig h e r  th a n  th a t  

o n  w h ic h  h is  fu p ev io r w as fe a te d . T h e  d e p u tie s  th e n  d d i r e d  

th a t  a  h o le  m ig h t  b e  d u g  in  th e  g ro u n d  o f  th e  ten  in  w h ich  

th e y  m ig h t  p u t  th e i r  leg s  w i th o u t  in ju r in g  d ie  d ig n ity  o f  th a t  

p r in c e .  I b i s  was g r a n te d ,  to  th e  no  final! a ft.o n d lu n .en t o f  a ll 

prefq.pl, t h a t  thc lo  g e n tle m e n  fh o u ld  c h u fe , o n  fu ch  a n  o c c a -  

lu jn , to  a p p e a r  in  a  l i tu a t io n  w h ic h  a in o n g f t  th e  Moors is a  

p u n i lh m e n t  fo r  m iid c in c a n o rs  c o m m it te d  b y  th e  lo w e r  clafs 

ol p e o p le . I t  h a d  j u f t  the  la m e  effect u p o n  th e m , a s  u p o n  

us w o u ld  h a v e  the. r e q u e f t  o f  a  i l r a n g e r ,  w ho a t  fu c h  a u  

in tro d u c tio n  Ih o u k l d e fire , i n l l c a d  o f  a  c h a ir ,  to  b e  f e t  in  a  

p a ir  o f  R o ck s .

'The M o o rs  a r e  m u c h  a t t a c h e d  to  fu c h  E u r o p e a n s  as 

c o m p ly  c a iily  w ith  th e  lo lc m n ity  a n d  c e re m o n ie s  o f  th e ir  

m a n n e rs  ; a n d  n o th in g  rev o lts  th e m  (boner th a n  a  c o n te m p t  
o f  th e i r  c n fto in s .

P e r fo m  o t d iftineftion  h a v e  b e e n  k n o w n , th ro u g h  a  fenfe  o f  

fh a riic , to  m a k e  a w a y  w ith  t l ie n d c lv e s , a f t e r  h a v in g  c o m m it te d  

a n  in v o lu n ta r y  in d e c o ru m  in  t h e  p re fe n c e  o f  th e i r  fu p e r io rs ,

N e e d  I f a y  a n y  th in g  m o re  o f  th e ir  n o t io n s  o f  b e h a v io u r  

a n d  d e c o r u m ?

e  A F .  I V  .

O f  their Diffi/nulation.

h o  p o ll  ten  els- o f  o th e r  n a t io n s  m a y  h a v e  i ts  r ife  from  a  

n a tu ra l  e a fe  a n d  h a p p in e f s  o f  te m p e r , a  p o in t  o f  h o n o u r , th e  

id e a  a  m a n  c o n v e y s  o f  h im f e lf  b y  th e  r e f p e d  h e  (how s to

o th e r s ;

■  r;;; -
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Others; but the decorum with' which the common cere­
monies and occurrences of life are conducted in Indoftan, is 
derived from the conftant idea of fubordination, joined to 
a conftant habit of the deepeft difguife and diftimulation 
of the heart.

In Indoftan, every man may literally be faid to be the 
maker of Iris own fortune. Great talents, unawed by fcruples 
of confcience, feldotn fail of fuccefs: from hence all perlbns 
of diftindiion are feen running in the fame courfe. The per- 
feverance neceffary to attain his end, teaches every man to 
bear and forbear contrary to the common inftindts of human 
nature : and hence arifes their politenefs.

Let us carry thefe reflediions a little farther. The general 
competition has put an end to mutual confidence: a fenfi- 
bility capable of difcerning every thing, is foon taught a 
difguife capable of concealing every thing. Where morality 
has no check upon ambition, it mnft form the blackeft refo- 
lutions; and the diftimulation neceffary to carry thefe into 
execution, will, amongft a people circumftanced as I have 
defcribed them, be carried to excefles, which different man­
ners and better morals will fcarcely imagine human nature to 
be capable of.

An expreflion of indignation has coft a conftdcrable officer 
his life, three months after he had betrayed himfelf to the 
apprehenfious of his general, who never afterwards thought 
himfelf feeure from the refentments of a man whole vio­

lence-

$ < 5 f  ■
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Jem'e was capable of trwnfj^rting him to a public mahi-
foliation of dilghil; * in the interim, nothing but the iitmofl

cotnplaifanee m &  reiperit has fubfdted between them. Jttil
as the mfli man has thought his peace was made, he has
fo u n d  b is d e ftru d tio n  d e te rm in e d .

I  cannot atk cm lit for tire multiplicity .of facts of  this nature,
which 1 could relate: flow many,princes hate Leon ftabbed

<*

in full Durbar? flow many have been poifoned in their beds?
Chiefs of armies circumvented and cut off at conferences in 
the held ? f avourite courtiers ffrangled without previous 
notice of their crime, or whilft they thought themfelves on 
the eve of deftroying their matters ? A century of the po­
litics of Indoftan would afford more examples of this nature, 
than can be found in the whole hiltory of Europe imee the 
reign of Charlemagne.

How grateful, how noble are the reflections inspired by 
fuch a retrolpedf, in favour of the caute of Chrdtianity, atul 
in favour of the enufe of liberty !

CAP. V.

Of the Genloos in general
A  people believing in metampfyehofis, who are fotbid by 

their religion to deftroy the fmalleft infedt; a people conti­
nually aflhmbling to celebrate the feftivals of their gods, who 
believe that a£ts of charity to the poor can atone for all their 

d* fins,■ i > : V -,v f ;  ;■■■- ; " -■ . i ■ ■ ;■ ■ . f ' ; :
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fins, who are fond to excefs of the enjoyment of a domeftic 
life, and extremely folicitous in the cares, of it fuch a people 
mull acquire humane and gentle manners.

The Gentoos are very affe&ionate parents, and treat their 
domeftics with great mildnefs. They are charitable, even to 
relieving the neceffities of ft rangers: and the politencfs of 
their behaviour is refined by the natural effeminacy ot their 
difpofition, to exceed even that of the Moors.

The fway of a defpotic government has taught them the 
neceffity of patience; and the coolnefs of their imagination 
enables them to pradtife it better than any people in the 
world. They coneeive a contemptible opinion of a mans 
capacity, who betrays a n y  impetuofity in his temper.

Slavery has fharpened the natural finefs of all the fpirits 
of Afia; from the difficulty of obtaining, and the greater 
difficulty of preferving it, the Gentoos are indefatigable in 
bufmefs, and matters, of the moft exquifite diffimulation in 

*all affairs of intereft. They are the acuteft buyers and fellers 
in the world, and preferve through all their bargains a de­
gree of calmnefs, which baffles all the arts that can be 
oppofed again ft it.

The children are capable of affitting them in their bufinels at 
an age when ours fearer begin to learn. It is common to fee 
a boy of eleven,years enter into an alterably of confiderable 
men, make his oheifanee, deliver his mefiage, and then ictire
with all the propriety and grace,of,a v e r y  well-bred man.

- ‘ It
\ *’ %
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I t  h as  bcibrfc b e e n  faith, t h a t  th e  G e n  to p s  in  g e n e ra l  a fe  a  

v e ry  t im o ro u s  p e o p le . I n  th e  n o r th e r n  p a r t s  o f  th e  e rn p ir s  

t h e y  a r e  o f  W ronger b o d ie s , r u d e r  m a n n e r s ,  a n d  h a v e  fe a rc e  

a  religion,* w h e n  it is c o m p a r e d  to  th e  m u l t i t u d e  o f  c e re ­

m o n ie s  a n d  o b fe rv a n c e s  w h ic h  th e  lo u t  h e rn  G e u to o s  a d h e r e  

fo h i  ic ily  to :  h e re  t h e y  a r e  b e t t e r  fo k iie rs , a n d  fo ro e tim e s  

t a k e  th e  field  a g a io i l  th e  M o o rs , b u t .ra re ly  w ith  fu ce e fs .

c a p . vr.

O f the Brachmans.

E v er y  fo n  o f  a B ra c b in a n  in h e r i ts  th e  p r ie f th o o d  o f  his 

f a t h e r :  fro m  h e n c e  th e i r  n u m b e r s  a r e  m o re  th a n  r e q u i i i te  to  

a t t e n d  th e  fe rv ic e  o f  t h e i r  g o d s  ; and m a n y  o f  th e m  a re  f e e n  

v e r f a n t  in  t h e  c o m m o n  o c c u p a t io n s  o f  life , w i th  n o  o th e r  

d i i l i  n a tio n  t h a n  th a t  o f  p a r t i c u la r  r e v e re n c e  p a id  to  th e ir  

p i r lo n s  b y  a l l  w n o  a c c o f i  th e m , b e in g  e v e ry  w h e re  e o n tid e re d  

a s  th e  h ig h e f l c a l l  o f  G e n to o s .

T h e  in f lu e n c e  o f p r ie f lc ra l t  o v e r  T a p e  rfti d o n  is  n o  w h e re  fo  

\ i f i b l e  a s  in  I n d ia .  A ll th e  c o m m e rc e s  o f  l ife  h a v e  a  f tr id i 

a n a lo g y  w ith  th e  c e re m o n ie s  o f  r e l ig io n ; a n d  t h e  B m c h rn a n  

h a s  in c u lc a te d  fu ch  a  v a r ie ty  o f  fl r a n g e  p C rfu aflo n s, t h a t  th e  

G e n to o  finds h im fe lf  e v e ry  h o u r  u n d e r  th e  n e c e f f i ty  o f  c o n -  

fu lt in g  his f p ir i tu a l  g u id e .  T h e  b u i ld in g  o f  a  p a g o d a ;  a n d  

m a in ta in in g  w ith in  i t  a  f e t  o f  p r ie f ls ,  is b e lie v e d  th e  b e f t  

a c t io n  w h ich  h u m a n  v i r tu e  is c a p a b le  of. E v e r y  o ffe n c e

is

- ' y C  0 .C |
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is c a p a b le  o f  b e in g  e x p ia te d  b y  la rg c fle s  to  th e  B ra c h m a n s , 

p re fc r ib e d  b y  th e m fe lv e s  a c c o r d in g  to  th e i r  o w n  m c a fu re s  o f  

a v a r ic e  a n d  fe n fu a li ty .

N e v e r th e le f s  i t  m a y  b e  a f le r te d ,  t h a t  i f  e v e r  fu p e r f t i t io n  

p r o d u c e d  a n  u n iv e r fa l  g o o d , i t  is in  In d o f ta n ,  w h e re  w e fee  

i t  th e  f o u n d a t io n  o f  a n  u n iv e r fa l  b e n e v o le n c e .

T h e  f u p rc m e  g o o d  o f  th e  B r a c h m a n s  fe e in s  to  c e n te r  in  

t h e  id e a  o f  p le n ty  e n jo y e d , in  p e a c e .  T h e y  q u i t  n o t  th e  

f ile n c e  o f  t h e i r  g ro v e s  to  jo in  t h e  tu m u l ts  o f  th e  f ta te ,  n o r  

p o in t  th e  b r a n d  f la m in g  fro m  th e  a l t a r  a g a in t l  th e  b a t t l e -  J
m entis o f  t h e  c i ta d e l .  T h e i r  id e a s  o f  p o w e r  a r e  c o n f in e d  to  

th e i r  o w n  l i t t l e  c o m m u n i t y : h e r e  th e y  liv e  in  a  f ta te  o f  

fu b o rd in a t io n  w h ic h  k n o w s  no  r e f lf ta n c e , a n d  d u m b e r  in  a  

v o lu p tu o u fn e fs  w h ic h  k n o w s  n o  in te r r u p t io n .

B u t  i f  th e  p r e c e p ts  a n d  e x h o r ta t io n s  b y  w h ic h  th e y  o b ta in  

th is  a f f lu e n t  fu b f lf te n c e , r e c o m m e n d e d  n o  o th e r  o b je c t  b u t  

t h e i r  ow n  im p o r ta n t  p e r fo n s  to  th e  c o n f ld e ra t io n  o f c h a r i ty ,  

th e y  w o u ld  h a v e  a ll  t h e  w orld* e x c e p t in g  th e i r  b ig o ts , fo r 

e n e m ie s ;  a n d  th e fe  to o  m ig h t  b e c o m e  u n d e c e iv e d , b y  th e  

f la g ra n c y  o f  fu c h  in te r e f le d  c o m m a n d s .

A w a re  o f  th is ,  th e  B r a c h m a n s  h a v e  m a d e  th e i r  g o d s  r e q u i r e ,  

b e fld e s  th e  n c c e f l i ty  o f  e n d o w in g  th e i r  te m p le s , th e  p r a c t ic e  

o f  a ll  o th e r  k in d s  o f  c h a r i t ie s ,  b y  w h ic h  th e  n e c e ff lt ie s  o f 

h u m a n  n a tu r e  m a y  b e  r e l ie v e d . A  th ird  p a r t  o f  th e  w e a l th  

o f  e v e ry  G e n  to o  is e x p e n d e d  u p o n  fu c h  o c c a flo n s . W e fee  n o  

w h e r e  fo n u m e ro u s  a n d  fu c h  v a f t fa b r ic k s  b u i l t  to r  th e  fenvfice 

o f  r e l i g io n : re fe c to r ie s  b u i l t  o n  t h e  h ig h  ro a d  fo r  th e  re lie f

3 K  ; a n d* /
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and lodging of paflengcro: fpaeieus ponds dug for the eafo 
of the labourer, and the convenience of the inhabitants;; m  

daily diftri bution of victuals given to the poors—fuch effects 
concur to give us an idea of the charity of the Gentoos, not 
exceeded by that of the practice of Chvillians.

The Braehmans themfelves profefs great hoipitality, and 
by this addrefs preforve that extreme veneration, which other- 
v ife would he loft through the effe&s of envy, in a detection, 
of their impofitions.

Far be from me the malignity of attributing to the weak- 
neft ot human nature, the effects which might juftly be given 
to its virtues; were not the Gentoos infamous for the want 
of geaerefity and gratitude in all the commerces of friend- 
flap; were they not a tricking, deceitful people, in all their 
dealings; their charily could not. be deemed to arife from the 
influence of fuperdition..

A very it range cuftorn- prevails in fome parts of India: a 
Lrachman devotes himfelf to death, by eating until he ex­
pires with the forfeit.. It is nx) wonder that fuperffition is 
convinced of the neceflity of cramming the prieft, when 
he profeffes to eat like a cormorant through a principle pf 
religion.

c a f . vir.

Oj the Gentoo Principalities,

It is a remark warranted by conftant obfervation, that 
wherever the government is udminiftered by Gentoos,. the

p e o p le

. . .  * S o b
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people are fubjeeftto more and feverer opprefiions than when \ 

ruled by the Moors.
I  have imputed this to intelligent Gentoos, who have con- 

fefled the juftiec of the accufation, and have not fcrupled to 
give their opinions concerning it.

A Gen too, lay they, is not only born with a fpirit of more 
fubtile invention, but by his temperance and education be­
comes more capable of attention to affairs, than a M oor; 
who no fooner obtains power, than he is loft in voluptuouf- 
nefs; he becomes vain and lordly, and cannot difpenfe with 
fatiating the impulfes of his fenfual appetites: whereas a 
Gentoo prince retains in his Durbar the fame fpirit which 
would actuate him if keeping a  fhop. Avarice is his predo­
minant paftion; and all the wiles, addrefs, cunning, and 
perfeveranee, of which he is fo exquifite a matter, are exerted 
to the utmoft in fulfilling the dictates of this vice; and his 
religion, inftead of infpiring, frees him from, the remorfe of 
his crimes; for whilft he is harafting and plundering his 
people by the moft cruel oppreftions, he is making peace 
**ith his gods by denying nothing to their priefts.

The prefent king of Travencore has conquered or carried 
war into all the countries which lay round his dominions, 
and lives in the continual exercife of his arms. To atone for 
the blood which he has fpilt, the Brachmans perfuaded him 
that it was neceflary he Ihould be born anew: this cere­
mony confifted in putting the prince into the body of a

3  k  £  golden
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golden cow of imrqenfe value, where, after he had laid the 
time prefcribecl, he came out regenerated, and ft eed trom 
all the crimes o f  his former life. The cow was afterwards cut . 
up and divided amougft the seers who had in v e n te d  this 
extraordinary method for the remifliou ol his tins.

* ’ * ■ , . ; V  ' « ; * '

END or THE SECOND *VOOK.
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Compofed at Calcutta m September 1 7 5 2 .

Correctedi retrenched in fame, enlarged in other places, on hoard 
the Peikun,in September 1 7 5 3 .
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B O O K  I I I .

OF THE LAWS AND JUSTICE OF INDOSTAN.

c a p . r.

O f  the L a w s  o f  Indoflan.

A  government depending upon no other principle than 
the will of one, cannot be fuppofed to admit any abfolute 
laws into its conftitution; for tliefe would often interfere 

with that will.
There are no digefts or codes oi laws ekifting in Indoftan: 

the Tartars who conquered this country could fcarcely read or 
w r i t e a n d  when they found it linpofhble to convert them 
to Mahomcdanifm, left the Gentoos at liberty to follow their 

own religion.
To both tliefe people (the lords and' flhvesof this; empire) 

cuftom and religion have given all tile htgulations which are 
at this time obferved in Indoftan. The fa nation of fuel! im- 
preflions continue the policies of this empire, fuch as they 
are, with a conftancy not exceeded in legillatures founded 
upon the beft of principles.

A detail of thefe cuftoms and policies is not to be ex­
pected. A whole life fpent in fucli enquiries, would at the ^
end remain ignorant of the hundredth part of them : every 
province has fifty feds of Gentoos; and every fe& adheres 
to different bbfervances. My intent is only to give a general

idea

* ■ - e; f \
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idea of the fources cf civil and criminal cafes, and of the 
methods of procefs by which they are adjudged.

* - c a p . 1 1 . ..1 .. . i
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Of Civil Cafes.

It is a maxim, that civil inftitutions will always be found 
infinitely more circumfcribed, and much lets complicated, in 
defpotick ltat.es, than in thofe of liberty. If thefe in Iudoitan

w  v . •;*. ' . ■"■■ 'f  7vJ;'i“’- rff. ,-7l.7r' f  7 :V 7v' , ; ' 77. ■
are found lefs frequent than in freer governments, they cq~ 
tainly are more than could be expected in one fo abfolute: 
and this I (hall endeavour to account for.
- No property in lands admits of difputes concerning them.
The flavery to which the rights of parent and hulband lub- 
je<S>s the female (who neither an ion git the Moors or Gentoos 
is fuffered to appear before any of the other fex, except her 
neareft relations) abolilhes at once all fuits of dowries, di­
vorce, jointures, and fettlements: but if thefe two of the 
fundamental caufes of difpute are removed, the other two 
remain; commerce and inheritances are permitted, and 
naturally produce contentions.

c a p . m .

* inheritances and Commerce p e rm itte d ; and fro m  hence Civil

.7 Cafes arife in  Indoftan.

Although tike notion of abfolute |>ower admits of nothing 
which can be fan&ifyed from its grafp, whence the king, as

in
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in  o th e r  d e fp o t ic k  H a te s , m a y , i f  h e  p le a fe s , b e c o m e  h e ir  to  

a n y  m a n  in  h is k in g d o m ;  y e t  e u f to m  h a s  n o t  e f ta b l i fh e d  

th is  r ig h t  to  h im  in  I n d o f t a a ; a n d  th e fe  p e rh a p s  a r e  th e  

re a fo n s  w h y  n e i th e r  t h e  M o o rs  o r  G e n to o s  h a v e  b e e n  fu b -  

j e d le d  to  i t .

, 1. A ll t h e  p o l i t ic a l  in h ib i t io n s  o f  th e  G e n to o s  a r e  fo

V b le n d e d  w i th  th e  id e a  o f  r e l ig io n , t h a t  th is  is g e n e ra l ly  e f­

fe c te d  w h e re  th e fe  a re  c o n c e rn e d . T h e  fo f tn e fs  o f  m a n n e r s  

w h ic h  th e fe  p e o p le  re c e iv e  f ro m  th e  c l im a te ,  h a s  fixed  a ll 

th e i r  a t t e n t io n  to  th e  fo laces  o f  a  d o m e f t ic k  life . T h e r e  a rc  

n o t  m o re  t e n d e r  p a r e n ts ,  o r  b e t t e r  m a ile r s ,  in  th e  w o r l d ; 

fu c h  a  p e o p le  w ill m a k e  w ills  in  f a v o u r  o f  th e i r  o f f s p r in g : 

a n d  th e  p r in c e  finds h im fe lf  r e t r a i n e d  b y  p o lic y  fro m  e l ta b -  

lif li in g  a  r ig h t  fo u t te r ly  lh o e k in g  to  th e  n a tu r e  a n d  d ifp o -  

l i t io n  o f  th e  fu b je d t. H e  is lik e w ife  r e l t r a in e d  b y  r e l ig io n :  

th e  n a m e  o f  G o d  in v o k e d  in  t h e  te f ta m e n t  o f  a  G e n to o , 

g iv es  i t  a s  f a c re d  a n  a u th o r i ty  a s  w i th  th o fe  w h o  h a v e  b e t t e r  

n o t io n s  o f  a  D e i ty  ; a n d  th e  B r a c h m a n  is to o  m u c h  in te r e f te d ,  

a s  f a th e r  o f  a  fa m ily , to  fa n d tify  a  p r a d t ic e  w h ic h  w o u ld  

a ffed l h is  o w n  p r o p e r ty .  T h u s  th e  G e n to o  p r in c e s  w ere  

n e v e r  feen  to  a ffe rt th is  r ig h t ,  e x c e p t in g  w h e n  a v a r ic e  h a d  

g o t  fo f a r  th e  a f e e n d a n t ,  as n o t  o n ly  to  c o n fo u n d  a ll  t h e i r  

n o tio n s  o f  p o l ic y , b u t  e v e n  to  m a k e  th e m  lo o k  o n  r e l ig io n  a s  

th e  p r e ju d ic e  o f  e d u c a t io n .

2. T h e  M o o rs , in  th e  firft o u t r a g e s  o f  c o n  q u e l l ,  d o u b t le f s  

po ffc ffed  th e m fe lv e s  o f  a i l  k in d s  o f  p r o p e r t y : b u t  w h e n  th e

G e n to o s

' 5 H  * .
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G e n to o s  w o u ld  n o t  b e  c o n v e r te d ,  a n d  w e re  le f t  to  th e  ofo/hrv- 

a n c e  o f  th e i r  o w n  r ite s , th e  r ig h t  o f  te f ta m e n ts  w as c o n tin u e d , 

a n d  frill fu b fifts  a m o n g l l  th e m . T h e  G e n to o s ,  b y  th e i r  f tib -  

t i l ty  a n d  a p p l ic a t io n ,  f in d  m a n y  m e a n s  o f  g a in in g  w e a lth  

u n d e r  th e  M o o rs ;  a n d  th is  w e a l th  th e y  d e v o lv e  b y  w ill to  

th e ir  m a le  c h ild re n  r  T h e  o b f ra e le s  w h ic h  th e fe  m a y  m e e t  

w ith  in  t a k in g  p o fie llio n , w ill b e  e x p la in e d ■ h e re a f te r .

3. T h e  id e a  o i b e in g  fe l lo w -c o n q u e ro rs  ; th e  c o m p la c e n c y  

a id in g  fro m  p e r p e tu a l  v ic to r ie s ;  th e  im m e n fe  w e a lth  w h ic h  

th e fe  c o u q u e f ts  a f f o r d e d ;  m ig h t  h a v e -b e e n  th e  c  a u fe s  w h ich  

p r e v e n te d  th e  fir®, M a h o iw e d a n  p r in c e s  o f  in d o f ta n ,  fro m  

e i ta b ii fh in g  a m o n g f t  th o fe  o f  th e i r  o w n  re lig io n , th is  t ttm o ft 

e ffo r t o f  a b fo lu te  p o w er. T h e y  w ere  c o n te n te d  w ith  k n o w in g  

t h a t  th e y  h a d  a t  a l l  t im e s  th e  p o w e r  to  fe i,« \ w i th o u t  d e c la r in g  

th a t  th e y  in te n d e d  to  in h e r i t  e v e ry  m a n ’s p ro p e r ty .

4. W h e n  th e  k in g d o m  c a m e  to  b e  d iv id e d  in to  d ill in d t

p ro v in c e s ;  w h e n  m a n y  o f  th e fe  p ro v in c e s  r e n d e r e d  th e i r  

N a b o b s  a lm o ll  in d e p e n d a r i t  o f  th e  th ro n e  ; i t  w o u ld  h a v e  

b e e n  th e  h e ig h t  o f  im p o lic y  to  h a v e  a t t e m p te d  fu c h  a n  

in f t i tu t io n ;  i t  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  im p o d ib le  to  h a v e  e f ­

f e c te d  it.. ' h i - tii „ i .

5 . H a d  th e  th ro n e  a t t e m p te d  fu e h  v io len ce  u p o n  f itc h  

fu b je C b  a s  w ere  m o re  im m e d ia te ly  w ith in  its r e a c h , th e  n e x t 

p ro v in c e ,  o r, i f  n o t  th a t ,  o n e  b e y o n d  i t ,  w o u ld  h a v e  afforded 
a n  a fy lu m , w h e re  a  p a r t  o f  th e  p e r f o r a te d  w e a lth , b e llo w e d  

w ith  a d d re f r ,  c o u ld  n o t  fa il to  p r o c u r e  fai'e ty  a n d  p ro te c t io n

x  to

S i x  *
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to the remainder; especially it the heirs, as they doubthislv 
•would, took fanduary with princes, who either were dif- 
fatisfied with, or difregarded, the authority of the court; 
hence confufions and revolts may be ftrengthened, if not 
produced.

6 . If a Nabob thought his power fufficiently eftabhflied to 
perpetrate, and lhould attempt tlie violence ot fuch acqui- 
litions, the fubjedl would remove to the government of the 
neighbouring prince, wtiom lie would probably find in a Hate 
of war with him from whofe outrages he had fled.

If the right of inheritance in the fovereign were as chime­
rical a notion as it appeal's inconliftent with the exiftence ot 
a powerful nation, I fliould not have infilled upon thefe 
conjedures; but this right is certainly eftablifhed in the 
dominions of the Turk ; and the emperor of Japan is not 
only the abfolute lord of the property of his fubjeds, but is 
likewife fo, in the utraoft lignification of the term, over their 
perfons, which he maffacres and tortures at his pleafure, at 
fome times exterminating a whole city for the offence ol a 
Angle man.

The different methods of inheritance amongft the Gentoos, 
are fettled by their religion, according to the different calls 
by which they are dillinguiflied. In general, the females are 
recommended to the care ot the brothers; and thefe aic com­
monly ordered to divide equally: fometimes full coulins, 
efpecially if born under the fame rool, fliaie equally \vith the
brothers ; fometimes the firll wife of the dcccafed is intrufted

3 L with
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with the management of the whole m a t e  during life— n  

euftom attended with no confequences prejudicial to the 
children, as the cannot enter into a fecond marriage. It is 

* always recommended hy the parent, that the lioufc, if in a
way of trade, fee not divided; and as furely it happens, that 
mviflons enfue amongft the heirs.

If the rights of inheritance are fcen to be a fource from 
whence a multiplicity of litigation- may' a rife in Indoflan, the 
free exercife of commerce w ill be found to produce Hill more 
frequent occaiions of difpnte.

The varied and extenfive commerce which ex ills in In- 
doftan, both by fea and land, is more than can be imagined 
by thofe who are unacquainted with the multiplicity and 

1 value of the productions of this wealthy empire: the high
roads are full of caravans; the navigable rivers of boats ; the 
fea-coafts of barques ; and fhips with the richeft cargoes 
make voyages from one part of the kingdom to another

C A P .  I V .

Spirit of the Moors mid of the Getitoos, in Litigious Contentions.

I t m a y  n o t  b e  th o u g h t  u n n e c e f f a ry  to  v iew  th e  d ifp o f itio n s  

o f  tire p e o p le  o f  I n d o f la n  in  l i t ig io u s  c o n te n t io n s .

The Moors hold the office of a feribe in contempt: com­
merce therefore cannot be held by them in honour. The 
Moors who engage in it have nothing but the name of the 
merchant; the bufmefs is tranfadted bv fume fubtile Gentoo, 
who, when he wants his mailer to confirm a bargain, is fure 

,~i~ to
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to find him in the women’s apartment, or falling afleep over 
his Kaloon*. Nothing is fo indolent as a Moor out of the 
track of ambition: he will readily compromife a caufe, if he 
entertains the leaft doubt of gaining it; and if there is a 
necefifity of profecuting it, lie fends a Gentoo to the Durbar, 
as his reprefentative folicitor.

That pusillanimity and fentibility of fpirit, which renders 
the Gentoos incapable of fupporting the contentions of dan­
ger, difpofes them as much to profecute litigious contefts.
No people are of more inveterate and fteady refentments in 
civil difputes. The only inltance in which they feem to have 
a contempt for money, is their profution of it in procuring 
the redrefs and revenge of injuries at the bar of juftice.
Although they can, with great refignation, fee themfelves 
plundered to the utmoft by their fuperiors, they become mad 
with impatience when they think themfelves defrauded ol 
any part of their property by their equals. Nothing can be 
more adapted to the feminine fpirit of a Gentoo, than the 
animofities of a law-fuit.
" ■’ s *■ -■ * * -• ‘ «yr ' ■ *■ ' 4 : 1$ ' K

C A P .  V .

O f the A d r n in ijlr a t io n  o f  Juftice in  Civil Cafes.

T h e  fuperiority o f  their numbers in every province oi 
Indoftan, may have firft given rife to the cuftom of de­
volving the office of Duan upon a Gentoo: and the fenfe

* An infmunentput of which they f in ohe tobacco,
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