. Turkifh, térritories on the eaft: ‘this: commiffion ‘Shirle

486  ESTABUISHMENT OF THE!

figned for himfelf, but avoided the mention. Hmt}mle&
thisintention was penetrated by theivizis, and feveral ‘other

of ithe principal noblemen, who faid that the propofal was'

the artful fcheme of ‘a needy adventurer, rfeeking the;fumps
tuous enjoyment of exalted fortune atithe rifk of an empire 5
but the king inclined to the war, which he regarded as inevi-

tahle; and reafoned, that if the miflion of ‘Shirley fhould'be

neflectual, the detriment would be no more than the lofs of
the expence, which he forefaw would, ieven in' this event,:
mcreafe the reputation of Lis magnificence, mthmrt dirm«

I mﬂung the.folid eftimation of his abilities. | 7!

. But whilft he was weighing lin his own mind the uimhatei
probabxhtnes of fuccefs, twoincidents intervened, which were!

of oppofite tendency to, each jother in: the: decifion of I;hisf
important queftion., . wulipl iluetesisbs ey Sahise Tl

ANE

'The Portuguefe at Omus whmwﬁl all their pﬂﬂ'eﬁ%mlﬁi 3

tlm calt, as well as their fiate in Europe, were at this time-
fubject to the king of Spain, had ftopped a prefent of thirteen
temale flaves, which the Great Mogul, Achar,! had fent to!
Shah Abbas, and nine othexs awhich had been purchafed for!
Alaverdi Khan, the military favourite of Shah Abbas, who
had hitherto encouraged ,t}ge, fchemes, of Shirley; ‘but this:
injury (‘hangcd his Opipiqﬁs,; afllld. urged him! to join' with'

Shirley’s opponents in Tepmfenmuons, that it would be' v&m. 4

for the king to place any reliance on Lhe chriftian princes in
- Furope,

45
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Eumpe,uﬁnee_:ﬁmfubje&a of one of them, from whofe alli- 1616.
ance! much was, expeéted, had dared to commit fuch an Y9
outrage againft his majefty, at the very gate, as it were, of
his own dominions. - : o |

The other event, was the am»al and comlu& of' an embaf-
fador from the Grand Signior, who came from Bagdad, where
he commanded the janifaries of the garrifon, This man, in
a very pompous {peech at his audience, required the king to
reftore the prince of Chbrqf@n and his people, whom he had
lately fubdued, to their former ftate and condition ; and de-
manded the return of ten thoufand families, which had quit-
ted their country under the Turk, to feek refuge in that part
of Curdiftan which was fubje& to Perfia. To thefe imperious
demands, he added reafons, arguments, and advice, in terms
which would have been infulting even from a ‘pedagogue to
his pupil. The king anfivered with temperate magnanimity,
in what related to his own rights, againft the demaunds of the
Grand Signior, and bid the embaflador depart, as a fool unfit
to be employed on the bufinefs hc had been fent: be ap-
peared no more. 8 il :

The next morning the king went to. Shirley’s houfe, and
entered fully into the difcuflion of the war and embafiy to
Europe, affecting to expect l_iti;le hope from it, but to comply
merely as a teftimony of his extreme regard to Shirley, from
whom he had received fuch undoubted proof of his own, by
the fatigue and exl;e_nce of his journey to Perfia, and the

3D 2 ' rifques
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rifques to wﬁich he ‘now offered to expefe |
vice. '/ Shiifey, in a very lehg difeourfe, “explained
pr obabilities of his pian that the <empm-or of *G}ermamy was
ahﬁnd y at war with the Turks; that the pope would excite
all the other catholic princes ; that the king of Spain was at
continual enmity with the goverminent of Algiers, which was
fubfervient to the Turkifh empire ; ‘that the invitations ‘of the
king would attract merchants, and ‘chriftians of all other arts,
wades, and occupations, who would npt only increafe’ the
commerce of bis country, but introduce new methods and
inventions of great utility, efpecially to the improvement of
li¢ warfate; and that the liberal fehifin of religion, which the
king wifhied to promote as a defeendant of Sefi, ‘between his
own fubjects and the Turks, would be encouraged by the
intercourfe of chriftians, whom they would be accuftomed to
fee drinking wine, and’ exermﬁﬁg ‘other to}elances, whwh ﬂae
Turks held in deteftation.’ SR oH ;
The king ftill cautionfly avoided any exprefiic "ﬁé "*ﬁ'hich )
might indicate much expé&ation, or any folicitude of afiifi-
ance from the chriftian princes; in which he pmpexly mfam-
tained his own dlgml:y, by not trufting to the ° teport of a

- firanger fuch a confeflion of the hopes or mﬂws he mrgitft ;

catertain; but appeared much content with ﬂle T

of drawing European mercharits to his conntry; for ﬁle in-

creafe of its trade had Jong been a principal attention of his

government.g On this ground he confented to the embafly,
7 and

Yeo
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- and required Shirley to undertake it; who, after many apo-
logies of his infufficiency, accepted the commiffion with as
- much fatisfaction: as he had pretended. diffidence. Shirley
requefted, that a young nobleman of diftinétion, named
Aflan Cawn, might accompany him, to be ‘the witnefs of his
condu¢t; which was granted, ‘but foon after revoked by
reafon of his marriage with an aunt of the king ; when
Shirley, to conciliate the vizir, and other minifters, accepted
Cuchin Allabi, a man of ordinary rank, and fufpected cha-
racter. As Shirley could not pafs through the Turkifh domi~
nions to Aleppo, exéepting in difguife, it was refolved that
he fhould proceed through Ruffia; which at this time was
fo little frequented by travellers, and fo fufpicious of them,
that the king fent forward one of his officers as an embaffador

to the Czar, in order to announce his miffion, and to procure

him good reception through the country.

The day before the day appointed for his departure, the
king vifited him, as if to- recapitulate all the points of the
various negociations which he 'had entrufied to his conduct ;
and now, with his ufual forefight and fagacity, broke his laft
propofal, which, although di¢tated by warrantable {ufpicion,
he clothed with the garb of elegant compliment. It was,
that Robert Shirley fhould rémain at his court during his
brother’s-abfence. Robert was prefent; and, without waitin g
his brother’s anfwer, proffered himfelf to remain. This refolu-
tion produced a new arrangement in the retinue of Anthony;

and

1616.
Oétob.
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"1616. and feveral 0f hm Englith fo!lawers were *ldﬁ with Rbhmt. |

“irhe kmg, as the laft compliment, acmwdmg to Shirley's rela-
tion,. mde;mth him, when he fet out, {ix miles on the way

from - prahan and then, he fays, took ha.ver of him, not

A.mthout tears ; although they had never fpoke to one ainother,
'but through an interpreter! S M iae i i
The travellers were two months, not w:thout evil cha.nces,
before they had paffed the Cafpian to Aftrachan, where they
found the embaffador, fent to the Czar = % Al M
W e e e A W s
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Some Small parts of this BSsAY, and of the [fubfequent one,
on the EYFEMINACY OF THE INHABITANTS OF INDOSTAN,
are printed i the DISSERTATION {-freﬁi;gd to the firfl
volume of the MILITARY TRANSACTIONS of the BRITISH
NaTION in Indofian: but the wuoLE is here reprinted

Srom the Author's manuferipts, that the aarvative rnay .mot ‘be

broken into.
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ALL general ideas are fubject to exceptions, and I doubt
not but that feveral may be made to this General Defcription
of the Government and People of Indoftan. But if the far
greater number of the examples which may be produced,
are correfpondent to my obfervations, the intent of giving a

general idea is anfwered.

I can only fay in favour of the following fhects, that they
are the refult of an attention given to this fubjeét during
a refidence of feveral years in India; and that although I
may be’ deceived myfelf, I can have no end in mifleading

others. )

I am of opinion, that fome reflections, of no mean import-
ance to the commerce of the Indies, may be drawn from an

attention to this work. ; "

WI,
Kk JA
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OF THE GOVERNMENT 'AND PEOPLE OF INDOSTAN.
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r1. Particular government of the provinces.

111, Of the lands. 5 b 9dpy
1v. OFf the mechanics. =
v. Of the arts and fciences.
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1x. Of the war.
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CIIARACTER OF THE MOORS AND GENTOOS: OF INDOSTAN.
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1. Manners of the Moors.
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el
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OR THE LAWS AND JUSTICE OF INDOSTAN.

¢ap, 1. Of the laws of Indoftan.

11. Of civil cafes.
111. Inheritance ond commerce perm:tt.ed, and from
hence arife the civil cafes of Indoftan.
1v. Spirit of the Moors and of the Gentoos, in litigious
contentions.
v. Of the adminiftration of juftice i in zml cafes,
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OF THE GOVERNMENT AND PE(.';PLE OF INDOSTAN.
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CAP. I
~ Nature of the Government of Indofian in general.
HOEVER confiders the vaft extent of the empire of

Indoftan, will eafily conceive, that the influence of
the emperor, however defpotic, can but faintly reach thofe

parts of his dominion which lay at the greateft. diftance from |

his capital.

This extent has occafioned the divifion of the whole king-
_dom into diftinét provinces, over each of which the Mogul
appoints a Vice Roy.

Thefe Vice Roy's are, in their provinces, called Nabobs; and
their territories are again fubdivided into particular diftricts,
many of which are under the government of Rajahs. 'Thefc
are the defcendants of fuch Gentoo Princes, who, before the
conqueft of the kingdom, ruled over the fame diftricts. -

The Gentoos, having vaftly the fuperiority in numbers
_ throughout the kingdom, have obliged the Moars to fubmit
to this regulation in their government.

The Nabobs ought annually to remit to the throne the re-

venues of their provinces, which are either afcertained at a -

fixed fum, or are to be the total produce of the country,
authen~

(f 7



108 GOVERNMENT AND PEOPLE
authenticated by regular accounts, after deduétions made for
the expences of the govci‘nment. ' .

If the officers of the throne are fatisfied, iv'ﬁicliris"oﬁéner
effected by intrigue, than by the jufiice of his adminifiration,
the Nabob continues in famur, if not, another is appointed
to fucceed him.

A new appointed Nabob fet out from Delbt, riding w1t11
his back turned to the head of his elephant : his attendants

afked him the reafon of that uncuftomary pofture ; he faid-

¥ ¥

that he was looking out for his fucceffor.
On the temper of the Nabob or his favourites, depends the

happinefs or mifery“of the province. On the temper of the

Ring or his minifters, depends the fecunty of the Nabob and
his favourites, i
The Rajahs who govern in particular diﬁ;n&s, aré: ndthth—
ftanding their hereditary right, fubjeét to the caprice and
power of the Nabob, as the army is with him. = =

Even this appointment of Vice Roys was found too weak
a reprefentation of the Royal Power in the extreme parts
of the kingdom; to which orders from the court are three
months in arriving.

This infurmountable inconvenience occafioned the fub-
jecting feveral provinces, with their diftinét Nabobs, to the
authority of one, who is deemed. the higheft reprefentative
of the Mogul.

Princes of this rank are called Subakhs. Ni1zAMALMULUCK

was Subah of the Decan (or fouthern) prounces. :He had
1 under

W70
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under his government all the countries laying to the fouth of
Aurengabad, bordered on the weft by the Morattees and the
Malabar coaft, to the eaftward extending to the fea. The
‘Nabobs of Condanore, Cudapah, Carnatica, Yalorve, &c. the
Kings of Tritchinopoly, Myfore, Tanjore, are fubject to this
Subahftip. Here is a fubjed ruling a larger empire than any
in Furope, excepting that of the Mufcovite.

The confequence of fo large a dominion at fuch a diftance
from the capital has been, that an active, wily prince, could
overwhelm the empire itfelf, which N1zamarmvnuck actually
did, by bringing Tranas Kov Lt Kuax into the kingdom.

ArnaviErpy Kuaxn the Prince of Bengal is a Subak.  He
too lies at a vaft diftance from Delhi. He is a great warrior,
and has never paid the court any tribute. The Morattoes
were fent as_free-booters into his country, to divert him from
attempting the throne itfelf. He has, notwithitanding, been
able to add to his dominion the whole prevince of Petra,
which before was dependant only on the King. His relations
are at this time the Nabobs of that province.

_ Thus the contumagey of Vice-regents refifting their fove-
reign, or battling amongft themfelves, is continually pro-
ductive of fuch fcenes of bloodfhed, and of fuch deplo-
rable devaftations, as no other nation in the univerfe i3
fubject to. |

If the fubjeéts of a defpotic power are cvery where

miferable, the miferies of the people of Indoftan are mul-
tiplied

l_;‘]{



460 GOVERNMENT AND PEOPLE
tiplied by the mcapac:ty of the power to controul the vaft

extent of its dominion.

oy
CAB. 'If.
Particular Government of the Provinces.

Every province is governed by a fubordination of Officers,
who hold from no other power than that of the Nabob.
Nabob (derived from Naib, a word fignifying deputy) is

a title which, at Delhi, none but thofe who are fiyled thus

in a commiffion given by the King, dare to affume. In
diftant provinees Nabobs have governed, who have been
regiftered as dead at Delhi. A Nabob, although appomted

by a Subah, ought to have his commiflion confirmed by

the King, or one with an authentic commiflion appears
to fupplant him, He then depends upon his own: force,
or the fupport of his Subab, and a war between the com-
petitors enfues. _ '

A Nabob is fo far defpotic in: his govemment, as he can
rely upon the protection of his fovegeign or his fuperior.
Securé of this, he las nothing to apprchend, but poifon
or aflaflination from the treachery or refenﬁneat of his
fubjedis. ' :

Nabobs more particularly attach themfelves to the com-

¥

mind of the army, and leave the civil adminifiration te the
Dauan, '
Duan—

o T
s
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- Duan is properly the judge of the province in civil mat-
ters. This office is commonly devolved on a Gentoo, in
provinees which by their vicinity or importance to the throne,
are more immediately fubjeét to its attention. This officer
holds his commiflion from: the Ring. But by the nature of
the government of Indoftan, where all look only to one head,
he is never more than an affiftant: he may be a fpy; he
cannot be a rival to the power of the Nabob.

He therefore comprehends in his perfon the offices of
Prime Minifter, Lord Chancellor, and Secretary of State, with-
out prefuming to advife, judge, or iffue orders, but according
- to the will of his mafier, or to the influence which he has
over it. Under the Duan is an officer called the Bugg/hi, or
Buaxey, who is the paymafier of the troops, and the dif
burfer of all the public expences of the government.—This
muft be a poft of great advantage. The Buxey has under
him an Awmuldazr, who.is the overfeer and manager of all the
occafions of expence.

Revenues, impofts, and taxes, are levied throughout the
country, by the appearance, it not by the force of the foldiers.
The other officers of the province are therefore more imme-
diately military. '

Phoufiar fignifies the commander of a detached body of
the army, and in the military govermment, is a title next to
that of the Nabob. = As the governors of particular parts of

- 39 the
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-the: provinee haﬁeiainqaqmi'. i

fuch governors aretcaﬂed“Pkanmj |

I -Nabob bimfelf holds no'mone' than thmmﬂkmrme)mrs af
- Dellii, from wheniee all a&ldmifwmdhe‘m-mﬁrihﬁﬁw pﬁe
vinees; make ufe{éﬁ]y gfiﬂ“g ez ol - Gig ol

Pollygar, from the word Pollum, which fignifies a Jtéw:
fituated in » wood, is' thegovernor of fucki o ‘town and the

country about it énd is lkewife beconie the title of all whe

rule any conliderable towny commanding a-largerdiftrict of
land.  'Phis term is only: ufed von - the 'coaft of ‘Coromandel.

In other provinces«of 3&:&%@5&, all ml g@tmm _

under 'the general tithe ofi@emindars. 1wl 1o i ik
A Havildi s the oﬁtﬁarnplaned be tlse gmeium&nt to
f‘ubumtmd o inntl villigoy 1oitimy s adt moorlin sty
The Havilday plunders the ‘ﬁ!‘l’&g&, ana is hmfeif flecced by
the Zemindaty the Zemindar by the Phoufdar ; ‘thb Mﬁﬁ!ﬁ
by the Nabob; orhis Duan.  'Thé Daari i4 the N__ . '_f )'s lies

{lave: and the Nabob compounds on t‘h‘e 'beﬂ: Wﬂ can, ‘

make, with his Subab, orthe throne” - 1 ;r‘a'm! o
Wherever this gradation is mter‘ru‘p'te’& afh
Kellidar is the governor or commander of *i‘ﬁr%.
Munfubbar is now a title of honour held ﬁ’w thb tlirone
and exalted according to the number of horfe emen which he
is. permitted n his commiflion to cémﬁdﬁd "There are-
Mimfubbars of ten thoufand; and others of two hundred
X : and
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and fitty. This title originally fignificd a commiffipned
officer, who by favour from the throne' had obtained a. par-
ticular diftriét of lands, ‘to be a]lot,bed'for his maintenance
inftead of a falary. ' TR ;
« Zemindar, derived from Zemin, the word fignifying lands,
is the proprietor of- a tiac of Jand given in, inheritance, by
the King or the Nabob, and swho ftipulates ‘the revenue which
he is to pay for the peaceable pofieffion of"it. - Such Zemin-
dars are not now to be frequently met with; but the title
every where : it is transferred to all the little fuper mtendmlts
or officers under the Phoufdar. £ Yo' asnive I
Cazee is the mahomedan judge cccleﬁaﬁlcal who fup-
ports and is fuppo:‘ted by the dlcoran.  He is extremely

venemted o4 ¢ f r Hans ooy il

In treating upon the adminiftration of Jjuftice in Indoi’mn,

farther lights will be thrown upma this: fubge& of the gm ern-
ment of the provinces. |
: 3 ¥

i 4

'CAP 111,
Of fke Lands.

ALL tlm lauds in t,he .ngdom bﬂlong to the King: therc;-
fore all the lands in the provinces are 111!)_;(,&_ to tlu_:_,,h abab,
With him, or his reprefentatives, farmers égre& for _t_h_é culti-
vation of fieh an extent, on referving to 'themfelves fuch a

proportion of the produce. . 'This pm{mrmm is-fettled ac-
[ 3re cording

Q.
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cording to' the daﬁculty*crr eafe ‘of m&gﬁb gmm, and
feldom exceeds a third. il R g g
On' the coaft of Cmdmmld:e! nbemewkchﬁiwe Ihénu’and
mf‘requmt rains exaét the utmoft labour to bring rice to pers
fetion ; if ‘thefe farmers ‘were not mildly dealt with, they
would undertake nothing, and the whole country would' be
famifhed.  Here thexefore encouragement is givesn to' them,
and the government will fometimes be at the expence of
works to affift them in the lubour of‘ raiﬁng and conveying
water throughy the Tand. : Tis o1 Sawpie o Ll g P
"The province of Bengal is the moﬁ Terﬁia of any in the

univerfe, more fo than Egypt, and with greater certainty.—
A ftratum of thie richeft mould upon a bottom of fand, ‘the

equal level of the country, and not a fione to be picked up,

in ‘the’ fpace of fome hundred miles, whilft fhells are found
every where. - Such figns declare the foil to have been' formed
by the retreat of the fea; and in fuch a foil exwﬁvemms
falling at particular periods, cannot but render the culuvatlon
of it to be {carce a labour. |
The country about Dacca, where the Ganges dlfembogucs
itfelf by a hundred mouths into the’ ocean, is alone fufficient
t6 fapply the whole provinee of Bengal with rice: and every
other part of ‘the province, if duly cu?nvawd,'would produce
exceedingly more than its occafions. A b
Here therefore the people depend more upon the elements
than on themfelves for fubfiftence. ' No encouragements ‘are
1 ' ' given,

utb
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eiven, or regulations made, concerning the grain; and the
farmer is as little exempt from violence, as any other fub-
je¢t. Nature, at times, will leave her ordinary courfe. If
‘the rice countries fail, the fevereft of famines affliéts this
land of excefiive plenty, as no part of the province is cul-
tivated in proportion to the wants of the inhabitants who
~.refide on it. | ' .

This has happened in the year 1752: at Muxadavad the
capital of Bengal, rice became fix times dearer than the ufual
price: the confequence of which, in a country where nine-
tenths of the people daily fpend what they daily earn, may
be eafily conceived.

CAP. IV,
Of the Mechanicks.

Tur mechanick or artificer will work only to the meafure
of his neceflities. He dreads to be diftinguifhed. If he be-
comes too noted for hayving acquired a little ‘more money
than others of his craft, that will be taken from him. If con-
Ipicuous for the excellence of his fkill, he is feized upon by
fome perfon in authority, and obliged to work for him night
and day, on much harder terms than his ufual labour ac-
quired when at liberty. .

Hence all emulation is defiroyed ; and all the luxury of an

Afiatick empire has not been able to counteraét by its pro-
penfity

Ce1
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~ penfity to magnificence ari& Cpleﬁdbun the difpiriting efiedls
of that fear which mlgns thmughont and without wluch a ;

defpotick power would reign no more. .

1f any improvements have been made in the few years of

a wilder adminifiration, they are utterly loft agﬂ.m when the

common methods of government fuceceed.

Hence rudenefs and inelegance are feen in all the Works of
wealth and maguificence; and Milton has juftly faid,

- =—=—=The gorgeons eatt with richeft hand -

Pous on her ons Barburic peacland god.

4 [ g 1 3
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Of the Avis and Sciences.

Ix happier climes, the arts and fciences have been courted,

to heighten the bleﬁings of life, or to afiift the labours and

wants of it 4 Fd il | chas B RLE
But fuch a fpirit cannot exift where mankind ave mteﬂ‘on
principles directly contrary to all ideas of their happinefs.
_Were the ideas of virtue, -'\méralitj'; and humanity, difeufled
by fuch genii as have enlightened happier nations, notions
would foon be eﬁal)li'ihed, which would teach men what was
due to. them—notions which would overfet every principle
and every practice of the conftitution. o g S

Who therefore fhall dare to make fuch refearches hls ﬁudy
or difcourfe ? - : ARETITARE i vy

'

We
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- We cannot therefore admire, that arts and fciences of all

kinds have been able to make no greater progrefs in the

empire of Indoftan. .
CAP. 'v.r,.
'Of fhe Peo'péé |

- Wuere the human race is S fir ug;_.,hng through fuch mighty
l]lS as render its condition fcarcely fuperior to that of the
brutes of the field; fhall we not expect to find throughout
Indoftan dreary plains, lands upcultivated, miferable vil-
lages thinly intqrfperfg_d_, defolated towns, and the number
of inhabitants as much diminifhed as their miferies appear
multiplied. N

On the contrary, we find a people equalling if not exceed-
ing in numbers the moft populous fates, fuch as enjoy the
beft of governments and the beft of laws.

Effeéts of the climate of Indoftan feem to counteract, in -

favour of the human race, the violences to which it is fubject

from the nature of the government.
1. The fun forbids the ufe of fucl, and renders the want of

- rayment to be fearcely an inconvenience. ¢. The bare earth,

with the flighteft hut over it, affords a repofe without the

danger of difeafes to a people vaftly temperate. = 8. Pro- "

duétions peculiar to the foil of India exceedingly contribute

to the eafe of various labours: a convenient lioufe may be
builg

|
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bmlt in three days, with no other ma‘bmﬂs than what are
furnifhed by the bamboo and kajan: a boat, with all its

appurtenances, may be.made from the fingle coco-nut tree;
which at the fame time fupplies oil, and a nourifhment in

much requeft; the eafe of producing and manufa&urmg
cotton is evinced by the plenty and price of linen. 4. Health
is beft preferved in this climate, by the flighteft and fimpleft
dict: perhaps it is from this confideration that religion has
forbid the ufe of ﬂeth meats and fpuituws hqum-s -amongﬁ
the Gentoos.

Thus the general wants of other climates become extremely
leflened in this. Now if men multiply in proportion to the
eafe of gaining a fubfiftence, it will no longer be admired

that the kingdom of Indofian fhould, even under the iron

fivay of defpotifm, continue populous; e-Fpleciaer if we add
this better fundamental caufe, which, refulting like the other
from the effoéts of the climate, is ftill rendered more eﬁ'eﬂual
by the moft ficred of cuftoms. \

In Indoftan, the fecundity of the women is extreme; and
the propenfity of the men to propagate their {pecies is equal

to it.  Every Gentoo is by his religion obliged to marry, and

is permitted to have more 'wives than one. It has been
proved, that the number of females exceeds that of the males;
{o that a plﬁra]ity of wives produces not the effed in India,
which it is unagmcd to do in other countries, that of dmﬁ

ing the numbers of a people,
CAP,
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¥
CAP. VIT.

Uf the Manufa&w es.

A people born under a fun too fultry to admit the exercife
and fatigues neceflary to form a robuft nation, will naturally,
from the weaknefs of their bodies (efpecially if they have few
wants), endeavour to -obtain their fcanty livelibood by the
eafieft labours. ‘

It is from hence, perhaps, that the manufactures of cloth
are fo multiplied in Indoftan. Spioning and weaving are the
flighteft tatks which a man can be fet to; and the numbers
that do nothing elfe in this country are exceeding.

- It is obfervable, that the manufacturers of cloth prevail
moft, both in quantity and perfection, in thofe provinces
where the people are leafi capable of robuft labours.

In the northern parts of the kingdom, where the men
Jiave more bodily {h’ength they weave hair, or the coarfeft
of cloths.

On the coaft of Coromandel -and-in-the province of Bengal,
when at fome diftance from the high road, ora principal
town, it is difficult to find a village in which every man,
woman, and child, is not employed in making a piece of
cloth.

The afiifiance which a wife and family ave capable of

'1ﬁordmg to the labowrs of the leom, may have much con-
3 G tributed
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tributed to the prcfereuce gwen by a, lezy people to this.
manufacture.

The thread is laid the whole ]ength of the piece oi’ cloth :

hence the weavers live entirely in villages, as they could work :

no where €elfe in this manner: -+ .+ )
Asweaver amongft the Gentoos is no defpicable caft. Tfe
is next to the foribe, and above all the mechanics.  He would:

lofe his caft, were he to undertake a drudgery whtch did not
immediately relate to his work. jid

After what has been faid of the: dxﬁ:oumgemem to wluch

the mechanic: of evety denomination is fubjeét; it may be

afked, in what manner the amazing perfetion to which. the
limen anufadture: has boen. -brought in Indofian, can be
‘accounted for, : ”

‘Phe diftinétions of. d:‘efs in Indoflan confilt entmely in the
finenefs of the linen of which the habit is made,  'Ilie habit
bas-at this day the fame cut-which it had:a thoufand years
ago. . Ornaments of gold and. filver are marks of foppery,,
which are indulged only to the children : jewels are not wore
about the perfon, cxcepting on particular oceafions, éven by

the grandees: the richeft man in the empire affets no other

advantage in his’'drefs, but that of linen extremely fine. The
particularity. of this tafle muft have been a great encourages
ment to the linen manufaéture.

Let it be again obferved; that at prefent (whatever it may

have been formerly) much the greateft part of whole pro-
vinces;

ugL
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~inces are employed in this fingle manufacture : and this will
be allowed another good reafon for the im pmvements which
have been made in it.

‘Other trades in Indoftan are not fubdmded as they are in
Furope, where fix or feven mechanics contribute to the
making of a fingle infirument. Here one man makes all the
gy parts himfelf: by which he becomes exceedingly liable to

oppreflion; for when once his fingle perfon is fecured, all
__ that is neceflary is fecured.
: It is quite contrary in regard to the weaver: to this trade
| fix or feven hands contribute. To get a piece of cloth made
by compulfion, a man, with one or two wives, and five or fix
children, muft be taken up; and inftead of being confined to
a nartow room, muft be placed in a fpacious orchard: all
this would be vaftly inconvenient.
- If guards were placed upon the village, which is the only
method of compulfion that can be ufed, the alarm would be -
taken; and half the country, by the retreat of thefe people,
would be flepopulated in a day’s time. : '
But cloth being the ftaple of the trade of Indoftan, and
trade in general bemg better encouraged than it ufually is in.
a defpotic ftate; fuch proceedings would too much injure
the public revenues, in one of their greateft refources.

~ This manufacture is therefore lefs liable to outrages, .

than any other trade: and hence another caufe of its

“ unprevements.
362 But 4
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- But it will be faid, that although thefe reafons may account'
for the quantities of cloth made in Indoftan, yet there: re-
mains a puzzle: how works of fuch extraordinary nicenefs.

can be produced by a’' people, who, if what is faid of their

mechanics be true, muft be deprived of fuch tools as feem.

abfolutely neceffary to finifh fuch fine manufadtures.
"'The furprize will be heightened ' when «we find, that at

~ Dacca, in the provinee of Bengal, where all the cloths for

the ufe of the king and his feraglio are made, thefe are of
(uch wonderful finenefs as to exceed ten times the price of
any linens permitted to be made for Eurepems; or any one
elfe in the'kingdom. - & '
As much as an Indian is born deficient in ‘mechanical
' ftrengthy fo much is his whole frame endowed with an ex-
ceeding degree of fenﬁbifity and plizotoess.  The hand ‘of an
Indian cook-wench fhall be more delicate than that of an

Furopean beauty: the fkin and features of a porter fhall be
fofter than thofe of a profefled petitmaitre..

The women wind off the: raw. filk from: the pod of the
‘worm. A fingle pod of raw filk is divided into twenty dif-

ferent degrees of finenefs; and fo exquifite is the feeling of
thefe women, that whilft the thread is ranning through their

fingers fo fwiftly that their eye can be'of no afliftance, they

will break it off exactly as the affortments change, at once -
from the firft to the twenticth, from the nineteenth to the

' fecond :
The
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The women likewife fpin the thread defigned for the
cloths, and then deliver it to the men, who bave fingers to
model it as exquifitely as thefe have prepared it. For it is
matter of faét, that the tools which they ufe are as fimple
and plain as they can be imagined to be. The rigid, clumfy
fingers of an European would fcarcely be able to make a
piece of canvafs, with the inftruments which are all that an
Indian employs in making a piece of cambric.

1t is farther remarkable, that every diftinét kind of cloth
is the produce of a particular difirict, in which the fabric has
been tranfmitted, perhaps for (;,euturies,' from father to fon—
a cuftom which muft have conduced to the perfection of the
manufacéture. _

I fhould perhaps, with my reader, have thought this detail
of {o fimple a fubject unneceflary, had I not confidered, that
the progrefs of the linen manufacture includes no lefs than a
defcription of the lives of half the inhabitants of Indoftan.

CAP. VIIT.
Of the Trade.

Tue numerous produétions of Indofian, and the differ-
ence of wants in different parts of it, afford a large feope
for an extenfive trade within itfelf; which is carried on.
with no {mall degree of application, wherever the fword is
fheathed..

The:
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‘The European. nations, lmportmg bullion “and metals,
which the ‘Indians want, and exporting the cloths which
they can eafily fpare, bave much c@ntnbuteél to confirm the
pirit of trade. '

The king, by bemg proprietor of the lands, fells to hxs
fubjeéts their fubfiftence, inftead of receiving fupplies from
them. Hence a refource exceeding that of all the taxes,
impofis, and cuftomns: of other governments; but fiill a re-
fource incapable of producing gold “or filver without the
atlifiance of commerce. i

The multitude of valuable produéhom, the cunning and

| nduftrious temper of the people, the avarice of the rulers

| - of Indoftan, have all equally concurred to eftablifh the ex~
tenfive commerce of this country. The government has
found, by repeated experience in the confequences of op-
prefiion, that they beft confult the intereft of their revenues
-in confulting the fecurity of their merchants. & -,

The cufioms and 1mpoﬂs throughout Indoftan are ﬁxed and
unalterable. The merchant may at any time make an exaé
calculation of the deductions to which his trade is fubje&.
Cuftoms paid at any of the Mogul’s ports, are not to be de-
manded at any other for the fpace of twelve months.

[ The diamond mines, like all other lands, are the property
l of the fovereign, who receives a vaft revenue from the farmers
‘| admitted to work in them. This revenue is certain, be the
fuccefs what it will; and all diamonds above a particular and
' very
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very moderate weight, belong to the king. The penalty of
deafth, to all concerned in concealing a large fione, is exe-

cuted with the utmoft rigour, and is the caufe why fo few are

feen in Europe,. except when a Nazir Jing is murdered*.

None but princes who have been as weak in their intellects.

as violent in their inclinations, have diftrefled the merchants
under their jurifdiction, by outrages exceeding the common:
bounds of impefition; which the flavery of an Indian fpirit
contentedly receives as his lot.

When the Europeans entered India, they found at Surat
one of the greateft marts in the world. Arabia, Perfia, and
China, were from hence fupplied with cloths, and all other
productions of the kingdom. Later we have known a
merchant of that city the fole proprictor of twenty fhips,
none of lefs burthen than five hundred tons: at prefent.
the merchants are feen ruined. by the violences of an im-
politic government, and we now only hear of the trade of
this city.

Some years ago the: province of Oude, laying to the north-
welt of Bengal, became quite impoverifhed by the excefs of
the cuftoms and. the feverity of the collectors = the trade
went round the plovmce, inftead of going through it. When
Munfurally Cawn, the prefent Vizir of the cmplre, obtained
that Nabobfhip, he inftantly re€ificd the errors of his:prede-

* See The Military Tranfactions in Indofian, vol.i. page 162.

ceflors,.
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cefiors, He lowered the caftoms excecdingly, and ﬁbge&ed
the colleétion of them to better regulatwns This province,

being the fhorteft thoroughfare, immediately mccwied its

loft trade, and flourithed under his admmiﬁm:tlm beyend :

what it ever was known to do.

Bengal, by its fituation and pmduéhom, has the moft

extenfive commerce of any province of the empire.  Delhi

8 from hence fupplied with all its linens and filks; the

foreign marts of India, Arabia, and Perfia, with filk, raw and
manufactured, with cloths, with fugn.rs,oplpih, grai:lt, &e.
The European nations make’ their largeft and moft valuable
inveftments here. The Nabob Allaverdy Khan 'obtained the

| government by bhis fivord, and by that has ever fince main- :

tained it.  The pay of a very numerous flanding army has
obliged him to be more rapacious than any of his prede-

ceffors were; the merchants therefore are obliged to b_n-.jy'

their trade at d{ arer exa@ions than they wmmﬁmﬁnﬁ

leave the commerce of his pa:o‘vmce deftitute of a proﬁt fuiﬁ-—
cient to excite adventurers.

The European nations are poffefied of confiderable fétﬂa-

-ments and much property ‘within his territory ; by qmtl.mgd' :

+ which their companies would be ruined : this Allay
Khan knows fall well: he therefore hefitates not’ to make
exorbitant demands from them; and if matters are not foon

a © | compro-
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tompromifed, he iffites forth orders to flop every branch of

their inveftments, which are difperfed tl‘nroug'hbut the country
at great diftances from their principal factories.
It is not to be expected that navigation fhould have made

great progrefs amengft fo enervated a people as thofe of

Indoftan. They are unfkilful praétitioners, and worfe theo-
rifts. It is common to find a Moor fhip wafting three years
.on a voyage which might eafily be performed in one: hence
the Furopeans are the general carriers of the eaft.

With this advantage, with the advantage of particular fitu-
ations, the colonies abroad are enabled to create many private

fortunes, without interfering with the interefts of the com-

panies on which they depend.

‘CTA'P. IX.

Of the War.

Tuz rudenefs of the military art in Indoftan can fcarce be
imagined, but by thofe who have feen it. The infantry con-
fifts in a multitude of people affembled together without
regatd to rank and file: fome with fwords and targets, who
can never ftand the fthock of a body of horfe: fome bearing
match-locks, which in the beft of order can produce but a
very uncertain fire: fome armed with lances too long or too

weak to be of any fervice, even if ranged with the utmoft

regularity of difcipline.
s H ~ Little
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Little reliance-is thercfore placed in this force. To. kmp-
night-watches; \and to plunder defencelefs, people, is their

oreateft fervice, except it confifts in their being a penq;.uﬁta '

- to their commanders, whe reccive a fixed price for every man,
~and hire every man at a different and lefs price. o

- As the Moors are the lords of the country, they are cff
mululuencc the warriors of it. Thefe derive from theie
originals, the Tartars, the affection which that people are

famous for bearing towards their horfes; and the love of

eale, in an inclement climate, has fised this, preference,
strain of all the war refts upon the numbers and goedm& of
horfe which are found in an army.
Every man brings his own horfe, and offers himfelf t.o \be
inlifted.  The horfe, and not the man, is carefully examined ;
and according to the fize and value of the beaft, the raafter

-receives his pay. A good horfe will bring thirty or forty

rupees & month.  Sometimes an officer contraéts for a whole
troop which he has inlified, i : |

A horfe in Indoftan is of four trmes grcater valm. than in
Europe. If the horfe is killed, the man is ruined. Strange
that fuch a regulation {hould be eftablifhed, as makes it ths
ntereft of the foldier to fight as little as poflible,

The privileges of free-hooty and plunder, togcther thh
fudden and fanguinary executions, in fome meafure check
this confequence.  The officer who commands g troop whicly

1 e he
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he has raifed himfelf, isii%fponﬁhle for the behaviour of his
men: he therefore brings them of his own family, or at leaft
s hie can depend on. Théfe interefts and conneétions do
but indifferently fapply the effets of a real love to their
country, or a real attachment to their prince —principles
which are very rarely found to influence the people of
Indoftan,

The vuitnry is comnmonly decided by the fall of the prin-
cipal men in the army. * Thefe begin the onfet, and are fol-
Jowed by the hardieft of their partizans; who no fooner fee
their chief deftroyed than they take to flight. - Numbers of
fuch fkirmifhes compofe what is called a battle in 1 ndoftan.
The greateft flaughter falls around the commander in chiely
as the victory is confirmed in the inftant of his death.

Armies more encumbered with the conveniences of life,
than with the preparations for war, form loofe, -firaggling,
and diforderly camps, and make irregular, dilatory marches.
The mutual ina@ivity becomes the general fecurity; for as
it is a cuftom of the eaft to make the great meal at mght,
and of confequence to fall into deep fleep immediatély after
it, a handful of refolute men might eafily beat up a camp of
many thoufands. |

The courage of the people depends on the climate. In the
northern parts of the kingdom, firmer fibres produce a pro-

~ portionable degree of refolution: in the fouthern all is fenfi-

3 HS hility ;
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bility ; and fear muft be predominant in fach as are infinitely
fufceptible of the minuteft imprefiions. |
Perfons of high rank and diftinction are feldom wanting in
an intrepidity as little fenfible to the apprehenficns of danger, g b

as the pufillanimity of the lower and meaner people is incas \m)
pable of refifting fuch impulfes.

- |

_ BEND OF THE TIRST BOOK..

Compofed at Calcutta in September 1752; : ,
Correéled on board the fhip Pelham, September 1753..
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B.O OX II
CAP. .

Of the Moors of Indofian.

THE Defcendants of thofe Moors or Tartars, who under
the command of Tamerlane conquered Indoftan, are now
become excecdingly numerous; and, if collected together,

would form a very populous nation.

But being difperfed throughout the: vaft extent of this

empire, their numbers appear {o very fmall, when compared
to that of the Gentoos, who are all the original people of the

country, that nothing but an effeminacy and refignation of |

fpirit, not to be paralleled in the world, could make it con-
ceivable how thefe can.remain fubjected to mafters whom
they outnumber ten.to one.

The number of Moors in the northern countries,. and about

‘Delhi the capital, is found vaftly to exceed t;hat of the
fouthern and more diftant: provinces. '

In the principal cities of the provinces, they are likewife
in great numbers, as foi\m.ing_ the greate{t part of the foldiery,
or depending upon the officers and offices of the government.
Qut of thefe cities it is difficult to find a trade or manu-
facture carried on by a Moor.

The-
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The Moors in Indoftan may be divided into two kinds of

people, differing in every refpect, cxceptmg in the profeflion
of the fame religion. Under the firft are reckoned the de-
{cendants of the conguerorsy Tartars continually naturalizing
themfelves in Indoftan, through. the encouragement which
their martial {pirt is fure to receive; Arabians and Perﬁans
who have quitted their ‘own, to feeR thieir fortimes in’ this
country: “The fécond rank of Moors compnchen&b all the
defeendants of cotiverted Gentons=4a miferable race, as none
but the moft miferable of thc Gcﬁ’wb chﬁa are éaphb}e of
changmg their rellgldn | I

_ CABy: & 3 i el
- Of the Manners of the Moors. '

Tur Tartars are known amongf themfelves to be of }mhelt
and fimple manners; and if at tinies fierce and ‘¢tuel, t]iey
ceale to be fo when they ceafe to be enemies of war.

The conqueft of Indoftan was made by’ ‘théﬂ? with' little
difficulty, and has fuce been maintained with lefs: a diftinc-
tion of religions (that of Muhottied, and that of the (:rentoos)
has enfued, whilft the conqueror may without controul vaunt
his own, and infult that of the ft’lbjl'l& ‘the fubje&, by
being more nunmerous has only become more defpmble,
from this proof of mot daring to exert his firength.  Almoft

the whole wealth of this vaft territary is divided aniongft the

Moors,

uay -
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 Maoors, the effect of their tenacxoufnefé in keeping a]l offices

of the govemment amongft themfelyes. The principle of the
government has neverthelefs reduced all thefe mighty lords
to be as much i_lle flaves to fome powers, as others are flaves
to theirs. A licentioufnefs and luxury peculiar to this ener-

vating climate, have fpread their corruption, and inftead of

meeting with obftables from Jaws or opinions, is cherifhed as

the fupreme good to the utmoft excefles. _
All thefe will furely be deemed caufes fuﬂicnen.t to have

changed, in’ the prefent Moors of Indoftan, the fpirit which

their anceftors brought with them into it: and from hence

many and dreadful vices are now paturalized amongft them.

A domineering infolence towards all who are in fubjection
to them, ungovernable wilfulnefs, inhumanity, cruelty, mur-
ders and affaffipations, deliberated with the fame calmnefs
and fubtlety as ithe veft of their politics, an infenfibility to-
remorfe for thefe crimes, which are fcarcely confidered other-
wife than as neceffary accidents in the courfe of life, fenfual
excefles which reyolt againft nature,. unbounded thirfi of
power, and an expacioufnefs of wealth equal to the extrava-
gance of his propenfities and vices—this is the character of
an Indian Moor, who is of confequence f{ufficicnt to have
any character at all.

1t would be injuftice to human nature, were we not fo:
think all general defcriptions of it liable to exceptions.

' Inhumanity
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Inhumanity and’ cruelty is not always the propenfity of ‘a
Moo, as fuch; but as of a man determined to remove all

ebftacles to his ambition: this effetted, it is common to fee

the prince of a difpofition lefs fanguinary than that of the

beft of his codrtiers.  Such is Allaverdy Khan, the prefent
 Nabob of Bengal; and what is' more fingular in a perfon of -

His ftation and religion, this pnnce hm always perﬁﬁed to
live the hufband of one wife,

Tt remains to fpeak of 'the military refolution of the
Moors. ‘Where all'is maintained ‘by the fword, it is natural
that the profeflion of a foldier fhould be the neareft road not
only to honours but to power. ' Every ‘one urges on to be'as
high in the rank of flaves as he can; and fome have even
affected intire * independance. A governor of a province will

fearce be able to mawtain it, if he is not a very brave man,

and at every inftant ready to enter the field; nay, fuch a
dignity is rarely conferred, but upen fuch as have given
proofs of their abilities to command an army in perfon.
Where courage is bécome {o indifpenfible a quﬂiﬁc'ation, m
all who attempt to better their fortunes in the ftate, it is no
wonder that we fee all of the higheft rank of Moors poﬂ'eﬁed
of it in no contemptible degree :

* Nizamalmuluck, the Subah of the fouthein prowlw Aﬂnwﬂ.v Khan, the
Nabob of Bengal,

CAP.
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; | CAP. IIL :
Of the Politenefs and Ceremonies of the Moors.

Tue climate and habits of Indoftan have encrvated the
firong fibres with which ‘the Tartars conquered it; and the
rude fenfe of that people is now refined in their defcendants,
mna great‘-meaih‘re, to the fenfibility of the Indians.

‘I muft apologize for reminding the reader fo often, of the
gradation ~of flavery which fubfits throughout Indoftan;
without carrying this idea continually with us, it is impoffible
to form any idea of thefe people.

“That tribute of obedience which a man pays to his fupe-
rior,’ lte‘nafuréiiy exalts from his inferior; and where every
man is obliged to pay, and expedls to receive, this obedience,
it is natural that a check fhould be put to all outw ard inde-
coram. If'to this we join-the idea of a people in whom
fubtilty has been fubflituted to lmpetuous manners, we {hall
not wonder to fee them become vaftly polite. It is deftroying
,the nature of thmgs, for any more than one or two perfons
in any aflembly, to be off theu- guard in the point of cere-
monial or behaviour, -

We find, therefore, amongft the Moors, the ceremonies of
outward manners carried to.a more refined pitch than in any
other part of the world, excepting China. Thefe manners
are become a fundamental of their education, as without

' sI : them
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them a man would, inftead of makmg his fm'tune, be liable
to lofe his head.

. An_ uncivil thing is never fazd amongﬂ; equals the .

moﬁ extravagant adulation, both of gefture and werds,
lavithed upon the fuperior.  The grandee is feated, in his
* Darbar, where all who approach. to pay their, refpeds, are.
ranged zicco;d_ing to their refpeftive degrees of {lation or-
favour. All is attention to. his. cbuntmg;{g.e if he afks a
~queftion, it is anfwered with the  turn, that will pleafe him :
if he aliuts, all, 'Lpphmd the truth: dm%md;&m%,

tremble : a multltude of domeflicks appear. in waiting, as.
filent and immovable as ftatues.  This is, the ceremonial,:

of paying comt. T fpeak not, of the Durhar as the tri-

bunal of juftice: there mjunes muit ery aloud, m'.awallr not.

be heard. i o

By the (,xpernence wlnch they have had o£ m;%
they deny us all pletenﬁona to politenefs,

appear fhocking to thenr notions of awe W%«M* OuE,

vivacities quite ndlcglous to the:r nobg%pmw &
fhall be pardoned for giving an inflance of m, RS

The gentlemen of one of the Eqmﬂeap fe

were invited to fee the ceremony of a w gday at, m‘ X

Nahob's palace, where all the great men of the. city were to.

i W J ithd "I'T“-' $ 1

* PDurbar is the name of the place in which the prince r.e_alzes s public
appearance to receive homage, and likewife of thatin whichjultice'is admini-/
fiered by himfelf or his officers, Gl

uab
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‘be affemnbled.  The Turopeans were placed near the Nabob's
‘perfon. The feene was in a large area of the palace; in the
middle of which, dire@ly oppofite to the Nabob, a fountain
was playing. The Moors who entered, approached no nearer_
than juft before the fountain; there made obeifance, and
then retired to their feats. A man of fome diftinction added
‘a ftep or two too much to his retreating bow, and fell back-
wards into ‘the ciftern of the fountain. I queftion whether
“half the foreign ambaffadors of any court in Europe, could
‘have fupprefied their mirth on fach an occafion : our foreign
‘vifitors burft into repeated peals of laughter, and flung them-
felves into all the attitudes which ufually accom pah y the
-excefs of it. Not a mufcle was changed in the countenance
‘of ‘any othier perfon in the affembly. The unlucky man
“went ‘out with great compofure, to ehange his raiment; and
all the attention of the company was diverted from him upon
the boifterous mirth of the firangers, which became real h:na_t-
ter of aftonifhinient to thefe nice obfervers of decorum. |

"Thé deputies of an European fettlement on the coaft of
Coromandel, arrived at the camp of Nazirjing, late Subah of
the fouthern provinces, who had at that time occafion for the

fervices of their prefidency, = In fipulating the ceremonies of -
their ‘audience, they infilted that they could not fit crofs-
legged upon the ground, without being cramped : it was an-
fwered, that they could not be admitted to ‘it upon chairs
{according to the European cuftom) in the prefence of a
prince of Nazirjing’s dignity; as, according to their cuftoms,
312 no

'(,,l A C}
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- no inferior t,ould be placed on a ﬁfat qa.d'ﬁqahrgbw- than tlmt
on which his fuperior was feated The dqpu&;eqi&hen defired
 that a hole m:ghﬁ be dug i in the gro&nd of the tent, in mhu,,h

they. might put their legs without i injuring the dignity of that

prince. 'I'his was granted, to the no finall ajtm;ﬂmtem:ﬂf all

prefent, Lhat thefy gentlemen fhould chufe, on fuch an ocea-
dian, to appear in a fituation which amongft the Moors is a

punifliment for mifdemeanors cmmmtmd by the lower clafs
of people. It had juft the fame em upon them, as upon-
us would have the requeft of a firanger, who at fuch an
introduction fhould deﬁre, qa.&eaql ofﬁ.chﬂu m,be fﬁtm a
pair of ftocks.

The Moors are much attashea.l to chhf Etu'opﬁam as
comply eafily with the folemnity and. ceremonies: of, their
manners ; and. nothing meolta them: fooner than a contempt
of their cuftoms. e E

Perfons of diftinction have been knotvn, tbmg@;,gfﬂn& of

fhame, to make away with themfekves, after having committed
© an mvoluntary indecorum in the prefence of their fuperiors,

Need I fay any thing more of t.hpl,r notions of behaviour
and decorum ?

, & €AP. ¥V, v
t smm&v
OF their Drﬁm&zfatwm _

..-'1"-1, l’

Tur politenefs of other nations may have its rife ﬁ'om a
natural eafe and happinefs of temper, & _pojag of honour,. the

idea a man conveys of hlmf'elf by the refpe& be fhows o
- chet&a"

S 60
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- others; but the decorum with: which the common cere-
‘monies and occurrences of life are conduéted in Indoftan, is
derived from the conftant idea Qf fubordination, joined to
a conftant habit of the deepeﬁ difguife and dlﬁimulatmn
of the heart.

In Indoftan, every man may htcrally be faid to be the

- maker of his own fortune. Great talents, unawed by feruples
of confcience, feldom fail of fuccefs: fromn hence all perfons
of diftinétion are feen running in the fame courfe. The per-
feverance neceffary to attain his end, teaches' every man'to
bear and forbear contrary to the common inftinéts ‘of human
nature : and hence arifes their politenefs. 95 8
Let us carry thefe refle¢tions a little farther. The general
competition has put-an endto mutnal confidence: a fenfi-
bility capable of difceming every thing, is foon taught a
difguife capable of concealing every thing. "Where morality
has no check upon ambition, ! it'muft form ‘the blickeft refo-
lutions ; and the diflimulation ' neceflary to carry thefe into
execution, will, amongft a people circumftanced as I have
deferibed them, be carried to excefles, which different man-
ners and better morals w111 feareely imagine human nature to
be capable of. Jonsnoy ni ook il
.+ An exprefiion of indignation. has, coft a conﬁdemble officer
_his life,, thl;l‘fe months; aﬁeq he, had betrayed, himfelf, to the
-apprehenfious. of his_general, who never aftcrwardq thought

himfelf focure from, the refontments, of 4 man whofe vie-

A lence

Sef
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Jence was capable fof mﬁf}mﬂagtm Mu wmm Mp ;

efeﬁwlon of difgtlt s dw> the mm 1

“complaifance and mpeamwmmammmm&mwﬁ :

va8 the mafly vhan has thought his peace’ was made, de Has

found his defiruction determined. opimpd ol
v Leanmot adk credit forthre niwdt plivity of fadsiof thishature,
which I could relate: Howmany. princed EWBMWI '

m full Durbar? How manyhave been poifoned in theirbeds?
Chiefs of armies circumvyented and cut/off at emmfin
the ficld # Favourite, | courtiers fitangled swithout prev
“notice of their crime; .or whilft they thought M%u*ﬁn_
the eve of deftroying theirmafiers ? A century of * the ' po-
Jitics of Indoftan would afford moréi examples of this nature,
~than can be found ih:-.?ﬂmmhm#ymﬁ'ﬁdmp&iﬂﬁfm
xeign of Charlemagunes o o b g ﬂmrsl‘ﬁﬁ y gl it

How grateful, how noble*m the refleétions infpired iby '

...fzwh ‘& retrofpe@, in favour of the caufe of /Chriftiani .-
mfmd’tﬁemufenf :hbum;ma o B

g L t] 3 @utﬂxuﬂ ﬂ § O AEh b b SR b A
3 e . * "W"l e Y o (RO E S R e P o e 1 ?
CA
T -' 11; 1 Rt S e s e

Of the Gmﬂm in gemm& i Shingmaried

A people believing in metutnpfychofis, who are forbid by
their religion to'deftroy the fmalleft infe@; a people conti-
nually affembling to celebrate the feftivals of their gods, who

believe that aéls of charity to the poor can atone for &l sk |
+ fins,

SO
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fins; who are fond to-excefs of tbéxefijoyment’ of a domeftic

life, and extremely folicitousin the cares.of 1t——fuch apeople

muft acquire humane and: ‘gentle manners.- ’ 3
" The Gentoos are very affeGtionate parents, and treat, their

domeftics with great: ‘mildnefs. They are charitable, even: to

relieving the neceflities of ftrangers : and the politencfs of”

their behaviour is refined by the natural’ effeminacy of their
* difpofition, to exceed even that of the Moors.

The fway of a defpotic government has taught them the
neceffity of patience; and the coolnefs of their imagination
enables them to pradife it Better than any people in the
world:  They conceive a/contemptible opinion -of a,man’s
capacity, who: betrays any impetuofity in his temper. . |

Slavery has/fliarpened the: natural: finefs of all ‘the: fpirits -
of Afia; ﬁdm:rthei;difﬁcuitg:nfmbmining;iaanda:thez greater..
difficulty of preforving.it; the Gentoos,are: indefatigable, in,
bufinefi;, and mafiers, of the.moft exquifite diffimulation in -
“all affairs of intereft. They are the acuteft buyersiand: fellers..
in the sorld, and preferve; throughall their bargains. a. de-
gree, of, calmnefs, which baffles %lh the arts; that can, iba;

oppofed againft it.o | aoniler o :

The chil dremare capableof affifi pgﬂlcm in thdu huﬂaeﬁrat. |
anage ‘whemouss fcaree;begin to Jeam., It is common t0.fee
a boy of eleven,years, cnter,intgjan affembly, of confiderable. .
men, make his obeifance,; deliyex;his: meffage, and then. xetire .

withyall the propriety and.grace.of,a very well-bredman.
{ N It

5.0
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a weligiony v!han ,ﬁ: is: memmi* iﬁ ihmnmltrmdam%a&%-
monies and obfervanees which' the fovithera Gentoos: sidhere
fo. firictly toz; hére' they: are: better foldieis, mmm
take the field agamﬁ the. Moors; buﬁxﬁmlymth ﬁmz&sd 4t
vt i g o Sl om S ol 6 TebRYale
f_--_','-.:-_'l.;,-. b ey ’“ﬁ’a‘ﬁ zﬁ; ST itw. Ay ,mi a1t \

gATaR i windd b doadeon st b a0l wq %0 gk
OBy We Q{lfkﬁmmq%nf 03 ot cala il

‘:;E'.wzmr ﬁbn ‘of a Brachman-iiherits the priefthood of 'his
father: from herice their niimbers aremore than‘réquifite to

attend the fervice.of their gods ; and many of ‘them are foen
verfant in’ the' common’ ‘occupations ~of Jife, with no other
diftinétion than ‘that of particular reverence’ W&ﬂww’
perfons by all who aceofi them, bmngmry where confidered
as the higheft eaft of Gentoos, w0 (0 M*ﬁ"mh il
Theinfluente of pricficraft ovet' fuperftition
vifible'as in‘Tridia. - All the comimerces

has inculeated fuch a variety’ of firange perfuations, 'that the

Gentoo finds him®lf ‘every hour under the mamlafm -

fulting his fpiritual guide. 'The building of a pag

maintaining within it a fet of priefls; is believed the beft

action which human virtue is’ capablé of. Every offence
\ is

5 oh

rees of life have a fri@ ©
analogy with the ceremonies of religion; and the Bradhivan



TOF INDOSTAN, 'V N
is capable of being expiated by largefies to the Brachmans,
preferibed by themfelves according to their own meafures of
avarice and fenfuality. ' : '

Neverthelefs it may be afferted, that if ever fuperfiition

. pwduced an univerfal good, it is in Tndoftan, where we foe

it the foundation of an univerfal benevolence.
“"The fupreme good of the Brachmans feems to center in

the idea  of" plenty enjoyed. in peace. They quit not the

filence of their groves to join the tumults of the ftate, nor

point the 'brand: flaming from the altar againft the battle-

ments ‘of the citadel, Theirideas of power are confined to

Ithcin own -little community : here they live in a ftate of

fubordination which knews no refiftance, and {lumber in a

- voluptuoufnefs which knows no interruption.

- But if the precepts and exhortations by which they obtain
this afluent fubfiftence, recommended no other objeét but
their own important perfons to the confideration of charity,
they would have all the world, excepting their bigots, for
enemics; and thefe ‘too miight become unde(,ewed by the
flagrancy of fuch interefted commands. - AL
©» Awarcof tlis, the Brachmans have made their gods reqiire,
befides the neceflity of endowing their temples, the ﬁra-étite
of all other kinds of charities, by which the necefiities of
human nature may be relieved. A third part of the wealth
of every Gentoo is expended upon fuch occafions. We fee no
where fo numerous and fuch vaft fabricks built for the demvice
of religion: refectories built on  the high read for the relict

Ty 3 K : and
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and Jodging of pafféngerss’ fpacious ponds ; fof the eafe

of the labourer, and the convenience af the inhabitants :
daily diftribution of viétuals given to the Peorm-fwh effecis
concur to give us an idea of the charity of the Gm‘tmd, not
exceeded by that of the pra&ice of Cluiftians. .

The Brachmans themfelves profefs great hofpltaht.y, fm&
by this addrefs preferve that extreme veneration, which other-
wite would be loft through the effeéts of envy, in a deteftation
of their impofitions: i

Far be fiom me the mamxﬁy of &ttnblﬂmg to the‘ weak-
nefs of human nature, the effects which might jufily be given:
to its virlues: were: not the ‘Gentoos infamous for the want
of genmerefity gu,d gratitude in all the' commerces of friend-
fhip; were they nota tricking,: deceitful people, in all their
dealings ; their charity eould nat be ‘deemed to arife from the
mfluence of fuperfiition. L

A very firange: cuftom prevails in fome paﬂs ef In&a a
Brachman devotes himfelf to deatb, by eah,ng:unid: he ex-
pires with the f{wfeit. It is no wonder that fuperftition is
convinced of the neceflity of cramn . .
he profeffes to eat like a cormomt through a prmclpler of
rdlgu;m. , i : A AR Dy e

CAF. VIL.
Of the Gentoo Prmcq)alztxes R W
Ir is a remark warranted by confiant nbd’mtmn, that

wherever the govemmant 18 admuuﬁered. by Gentoos, the .

people

$0b

ng the prieft, when -
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q)ﬁopla- are fubject to-more and feverer oppreflions than when
ruled by the Moors.

‘T have inmputed this to intelligent Gentoos, who have cou-
feffed the juftice of the accufution, and have not ferupled to
give their opinions concerning it.

A Gentoo, fay they, is not only born with a fi)irit of more
fubtile invention, but by his temperance and education be-
comes more capable of attention to affairs, than a Moor ;
who no fooner obtains power, than he is loft in voluptusuf-
nefs; he becomes vain and lordly, and cannot difpenfe with
fatiating the impulfes of his fenfual appetites: whereas a
Gentoo prince retains in his Durbar the fame fpirit which
would actuate him if keeping a fhop. Avarice is his predo-
minant paffion; and all the wiles, addrefs, cunning, and
perfeverance, of which he is fo exquifite a mafter, are exerted
to the utmoft in fulfilling the dictates of this vice; and his
religion, inftead of infpiring, frees him from, the rémorfe of
his crimes; for whilt he is harafling and plundering his
people by the moft cruel oppreflions, he is making peace
- with his gods by denying nothing to their priefis.

The prefent king of Travencore has conquered or carried
war into all the countries which lay round his dominions,
and lives in the continual exercife of his arms. 'T'o atone for
the blood which he has fpilt, the Brachmans perfuaded him
that it was neceflary he fhould be born anew: this cere-
mony confified in putting the prince into the body of a

3K 2 golden
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OF THE LAWS AND JUSTICE OF INDOSTAN.
i nOARS T ()
. (Of the Laws of Indoftan. . ..

A government depending upon’no - other principle than
the will of one, ¢annotbe fappofed:itoradmit any abfolute
laws info its oanﬁmunmmmﬂ Hbr'ﬂnﬂb:wwnﬂdloﬁﬂnisuurﬁmt
wﬂhthztwﬂjuo.* Esagrs ad bluoh m ol 1 9%

There are no dlgeﬁa oricodes of laws ainlﬂ:uig in Indo‘l’dan
the Tartars who conqueréd this country could fearcely read or
write ; and when: they found: it impofiible to convert them
to- Mahomedanifin, left the Gentoos: atdlberty to follniw the:lr
mdnhmhggmy‘n wlio &l e 1otad TEN S «

- T'o both thefe people: (#Be loi'drmiﬂkﬂhws'vf‘ this éin}uveé
cuftom and religion have gmmﬂﬂ‘mé végulations which are
at this time obferved it Tndoftan. ' Phe fan@ion of fuch im-
preflions continue the ‘policies' of this® empire; fach: ‘as they
are, with a conftancy not excéeded’ ﬁplegmatuus founded
upon the befi of prmcxples‘ i

A detail of thefe cuﬁoms arfd pohcles 1s not to be ex-

e&ed. "A whole life f At in Tuch enqumes, would at the
end remain ignorart of Eh}: Rundrédth part of them: every
province' has fifty fects! of" Gentods s and évéry 6@ adheres
o mm!bmvdmw: T Myiidtetit is°otilyto’ give a gereral

idea

‘l
1§ 4
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idea of the fources of civil and cnmmnl cafbs, and of ﬂte :

methods of procefs by which tt{qy are a@udgeﬂ
4:;3 WA A WAL SR {_ {7 I
Of Civil Cafes.
Ir is a maxim, that civil inftitutions will always be found

 infinitely more ciréumferibed, and much lefs complicated, in
 defpotick ftates; thanin thofe of liberty.. If thefe in Tudoftan

are found. lﬁfb frequent dhan in freer governments, they cer>
tainly are more than could be expe&ed in one fo %m
and this 1 fhall endeavour to account for.. : :

« No property in Jands admits of dxfputes concerning them.
The flavery to which the rights' of pavent and hufband fub-
jects the female (who'neither-amongft the Moors or Gentoos
is fuffered to appear before any of the other fex;Mt her
neareft relations) abolithes gt once all fuits of (dowries, di-

vorce, jointures, and fettlements: but if thefe two of the

fundamental gaufes of difpute are ;rqmgmed, the other two

remain ; ‘commerce and, inheritances are permitted, and

naturally . produce contentions. © fuo o DL
4 ' b giodg
CAP. 111 R
Iuhcnmﬂen and Commwe pnmatted, mzd Jram hmﬁ'ml
s Lafes arife in Indoflan.

Amnouan the mahon of abfolute /‘ow aﬁ#ﬁtz of not:bmg
which can be fanétifyed from. its gralp, whence the king; as

in

i
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in other defpotick ftates, may, if he pleafes, become heir to
any man in his kingdom; yet cuftom has not eftablithed
this right to him in Indoftan; and thefe perhaps are the
reafons why neither the Moors or Gentoos have been fub-
- jeted to it.. .

1. All the political inftitutions of the Gentoos are {'o
blended with the idea of religion, that this is generally ef-
fected where thefe are concerned. The foftnefs of manners
which thefe people receive: from the climate, has fixed all
their attention to the folaces of a domeftick life. There are
not mbre tender parents, or better niaﬁers; in the world :
fuch a people will make wills in favour of their offspring:
and the prince finds himfelf refirained by policy from eftab-
lifhing a right fo utteily fhocking to the nature and difpo-
fition of the fubject. He is likewife reﬁraiﬁed‘by religion :
the name of God invoked in the teftament of a Gentoo,
gives it as facred an authority as with thofe who have better
notions of a Deity ; and the Brachman is too much interefted,
as father of a family, to fanétify a practice which would
affet his own property. Thus the Gentoo princes were
never feen to affert this right, excepting when avarice had
got fo far the afcendant, as not only to-confound ajl their
notions of policy, but even to make them look on religion as
the prejudice of education.

2. The Moors, in the firft outrages of concueft, doubtlefs

pofiefled themfelves of all kinds of property: but when the
Gentoos
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Gentoos would not lse converted,and avind lefbitotle ohferv

ance of their own vites, the right of: wﬂwmmmtwd;-

and fill fubdifis amongft themu The Gentoos, by their fab-
tilty and apphication, find many meais .ﬁ!m weulth

under the Moors; and this wealth they devolve bgrh%*w,

their male children;~ The oblacles whichl thefe ! may méet
with in taking pofieflion; will be'explained: luﬂeaﬁer b :bu el
8. The idea of being fellow-conquerors ; the' complacen

avifing - from/! perpetual viCtories ; mmmbnkfwm M '

thefe conquefts afforded §» might-have!been theicanfes which

prevented the firft Mahomedan: princes: of Indoftan, from

eftablifhing amoigﬁﬂmﬂa of their own m%giong'tti‘ﬂ'i fitmoft
effort of abfolute poswer: They were contented with knowing
that they had at all times the power to !‘f.q%, w&ﬁdﬂwﬁg
that they mtchde&twgph@ztdtérymihs propexty. |1 1o cuiid

4. When the kingdom: came to be divided into'diftiné
proviices; ‘when many. of -thefe provinces rendered’ their
Nabobs' almoft independarit of (the' throne i #W’iﬁ%

been the /height of impolicy to have @ttempted fueh' an

mﬁrtumx g wiould have ﬁeen-‘?Mé to helwe efs
&&edrut.. wbiquoas Jumebe Ml t

. Had the thmlw atteinpted fuch violence ' ﬁﬁéﬂ ﬁm&
ﬁzbjea:s as were more mmedaatelymthm its reach, the' next
province,-or, if not that, one beyond -it, would ha’*ﬁ’mﬂed
an @yluin, where a part of the perfeeuted wealth, beftowed

with aﬂﬂrefsg»coul& ot fail to procure ﬁ:ﬁiy’aﬁd pmtc&iaﬂ
219G 11988 to

G172
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to the remainder; efpeciaily if the heirs, as they doubtlefsly

would, took fanctuary with princes, who either. were dif-
fatisfied wi'th, or difregarded, the authority of the court:
hence confufions and revolts may be firengthened, if not
produced. , ‘

6. If a Nabob thought his power fufficiently eftabliflied to
perpetrate, and thould attempt the violence of fuch acqui-
fitions, the fubject would remove to the government of the
neighbouring prince, shom he would probably find in a ftate
of war with him from whofe outrages he had fled.

If the right of inheritance in the fovereign were as chime-
vical a notion as it appears inconfiftent with the exifience of
a powerful pation, I fhould not have infifted upon thefe
conjectures ; but this right is certainly eftablifhed in the
dowinions of the Turk: and the emperor of Japan is not
only the abfolute lord of the property of his fubjects, but is
likewife fo, in the utmoft fignification of the term, ovey their
perfons, which he maffacres and tortures at his pleafure, at
fome times exterminating a whole city for the offence of a
fingle man.

The different methods of inheritance amongft the Gentoos,
are fettled by their religion, according to the different cafts
by which they are diftinguithed. In general, the females are
recommended to the care of the brothers;-and thefe are com-
monly ordered to divide equa]ly': fometimes firft coufivs,
efpecially if born under the fame roof, fhare equally with the

brothers: fometimes the firft wife of the deceafed is intrufted
3L with

'
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w:th t]::e management of uHua who‘fe e ?teo |
euﬁ:um att(,nd)ed with | no coﬂibquences pr"-‘ o
children, as fhe cannot enter into a fecond m' rtiage.
always ru:mnmendud by the pa rent, ﬂ}at th:é“h im 'if“'iﬁ

way of tmde, be not divided; and as f'ulel_y 1t happeﬁi M

- ‘l "2 I

divifions enfue amongﬁ the he:rs
If the rights of inheritance are feen i be afonrce ﬁoﬂi
whence a muTtxpl!mty of hhgatwm may arife i Tndoﬂan, the
free exercife of comm wﬂl be found {0 prﬁﬁtme ﬁﬂf rtmré
frequent occafions: of 31§pute. Al iy gt

A

The varied and extenfive commerce wh;cﬁ ex}fts i’n &.[nt

doftan, both by fea and land, is more than ean be 1magmed
by thofe who are uuacq_uamted thh the mdnphcnty and
value of the produétions of this wcalthy emplre' ﬂw hlgﬁ

roads are full of caravans; the na,wgable vivers of baatp the"

fea-coafts of barques s and fhips with the richeft cargoes

I 1k n‘ b
make \'oyaces fmm one part of' the kmgdcm to nn e
,ff.' "' e
CA P, BVt R Y
Spirit qf the Moors and of the Geﬂmos, in inzgzom C’ontentwm

It may not be thought unnelceﬁ'hry to view the d}{poﬁtlons
of the people of Indoftan in hngxous content:ons.‘ oo

The Moors hold the office of a feribe in cont‘em'pt' Bom-r
merce therefore cannot be he}d by them m hmman The

| _Moum who engage in it have nething but the name of t}le

merchant ; the bufinefs is tranfacted by f’ome fubtile Gentoo,

who, when he wants his mafter to confirm a bargam, is fuw

"
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OF INDOSTAN. e

to find lmn in the women's apartment, or falling afleep over
lus Kaloon* Nothing is fo indolent as a Moor out of the
track of ambition: he will readily compromife a caufe, if he
cptelftz_iins the leaft doubt of gaining it; and if there is a
neceflity of profecuting it, he fends a Gentoo to the Durbar,
as his repreﬁ'eutati\?e {olicitor,

That pufillanimity and fenfibility of fpirit, which renders
the Gentoos incapable of fupporting the contentions of dan-
ger, difpofes them as much to profecute litigious contefts.
No people are of more inveterate and fteady refentments in
 civil difputes. The only inftance in which they feem to have
"a contempt for money, is their profufion of it in procurmer
the redrefs and revenge of injuries at the bar of juftice.
A]though they can, thh great refignation, fee themfelves
_plundmcd to the utmoft by their fuperiors, they become mad
with impatience when they think themfelves defrauded of
any part of their property by their equals, Nothing can be
more adapted to the fef_ninine' fpirit of a Gentoo, than the

animofities of a law-fuit.

CAP. V.
- Of the Adminifiration of Juftice in Civil Cafes.
The fuperiority of their numbers in every province of

Indoﬂan, may ha,vc firft given rife to the cuftom of de-

vo}v:ng the office of Du'm upon a Gentoo: and" the fenfe

* An -gx;ll_rumex_;t@ut of which they finoke tebacco, _
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