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Letter fr o m  the Q o rm w o s - Ojbnbiuz an d  C ouncil o f  B en g a l, to  the GorsrJtOR and O p v m n ,  B om ba y ,

Gentlemen,— Wehavereceived your letters of the 31st December, containing as well the gener
al state we required of the political situation of affairs of your Presidency as the particular accounts 
of your hite operations at Salsette and Bassein. The first will be taken into consideration as soon 
as the hurry of other business will permit us, and directions in consequence will be transmitted V . j I 
to you, As to 'the last, tthe lateness of your adviced almost precludes us from saying anything, 
at present on the subject. Our sentiments-of this inattention will be sufficiently known to you 
by our letter of the 3rd February, triplicate of which accompanies this. W e  must however 
add that we cannot admit the plea of your being unacquainted with the new Government having 
taken place here, because we conceive that the operations in which you Were going to engage 
were too interesting to the Company’s affairs at large,'.and too likely in their consequences to 
affect this settlement not to have become matter of the most early intelligence'to the Presidency 
under the late Administration.

W e  have received advices from Fort St. George of the steps they had taken in consequence 
of your application to them for assistance. For the reason we have already given we suspend 
our opinion on your late measures and the consequence of it, but can assure you, we shall he 
ready to afford you such support in your present circumstances as may be necessary for pre
venting, as far as may be in our power, any injury to the Company’s affairs.

We are alarmed at the declaration of your intentions of joining Raghoba. We must 
disapprove this as inconsistent with your, negotiation with the ruling powers at Poona, and with 
the authority of this Government. Your own report of his decline and of the power of his oppon
ents prove it to be a measure, dangerous’; and may force us into a rupture with Sabdji Bhonsla, 
his declared enemy and our neighbour, with whom we are on terms of friendship. We cannot, 
ratify your engagements with Righoba without such reason as we cannot now foresee, and we 
therefore positively bid you to suspend your negotiations with him until you receive our 
further instructions.

We were disappointed in not receiving an account of the forces on your establishment, 
with the general state of your political affairs which you sent us, more especially as you in
formed us of your having found it' necessary to require A reinforcement from Madras, We 
therefore desire that you transmit us such a statement by the first opportunity.

We also desire that you will prepare and transmit to us an accurate statement of the 
whole revenues of your Presidency, specifying the gross amount charges and net produce of

each branch.
We are, &c.,
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WARREN HASTINGS,

|  . JOHN CLAVERING.

7  GEORGE MONSON.

I PHILIP FRANCIS.

Fort William, 8th March 1775,
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T hm Hon blk WARREN HASTING^* E squire, ^  :

Govejmor General, and Council*

at Fort William.

Hon’bub Sir and Gentlemen,—-Our letter of the 1st instant (which lias been already 
forwarded in duplicate) acknowledged the receipt, of your favour dated the 8th" of March.

In that letter we communicated to you the. progress of our army under the command of 
Lieutenant-Colonel Keating; we have not since received any farther advices from him, nor have 
we received any letters from you since our last; this, therefore is chiefly to reply to.your letter 
of the 8th oi; .March, agreeable to what we. promised in oar address of the 1 st instant

We trust that the reasons which have been assigned in our letter of the 30th of April, for 
not sending more early intelligence of our designs and operations against SAlsette, will prove 
sufficiently satisfactory, more especially when you consider that it was, as we well knew from 
the distracted state the Marathi Government, totally out. of its power to disturb the tranquillity 
of the Company’s possessions in Bengal or those of their allies, on account of our proceedings 
on this side of India, and so the event has fully proved; and provided our present operations in 
support of Raghoba are crowned, with that success which we hope they will, the treaty we have 
entered into fully binds Raghoba and Ms successors- from ever taking part against the Company, 
and indeed we doubt not but that the gratitude will induce him always to be ready to act in 

their behalf.
Your Honour and Council observe ‘‘ that you are alarmed at the declaration of our intentions of 

joining Raghoba, which, you add, you must disapprove as inconsistent with our negotiations 
with' the ruling powers at Poona, arid that it is a measure which may .force you into a rupture 
with Sabaji Bhonsla, his declared enemy and your neighbour, with whom you are on terms of 

friendship.”
We never had any negotiations with the Ministerial party, who we suppose you mean by 

the ruling powers. We only acquainted you on this head, long before we concluded the treaty 
with Raghoba, and at a time that there was little probability that it ever could he concluded, 
that in case they gained the advantage in the present contest, that we should endeavor to re
concile them by explaining our motives for attacking Salsette. The conclusion of the treaty, 
and the part we in consequence took against them, rendered any explanation or negotiation on 
this account quite unnecessary, and therefore all thoughts of a negotiation with them independ
ent of Raghoba have been long dropped; and though Raghoba’s affairs have an unfavorable 
aspect, yet we make no doubt but that a steady perseverance and proper conduct will enable 
him with our assistance to overcome his enemies, or also.to accommodate matters favourably with

them.
When, your Honour and Council take this subject into your consideration, we request that 

yon will particularly attend to the following circumstances; first, that the part we have taken 
is in support of the rightful supreme Governor of the Marathiis, and who had been in possession 
of that dignity; and that the Ministerial party are his subjects who have rebelled against him, 
and most unjustly are endeavouring to dispossess him of his seat. Secondly, that by acting in 
the manner we'have done, we have secured to the Company by the most effectual grants (and 
which Raghoba was the only person who had any right to give) the right of possessing those 
I 1 Is, such as SAlsette and Bassein, which they have repeatedly and earnestly enjoined us to. 
procure for them, and even more. What is still further for their benefit, the expenses that 
will be incurred in this war are to be amply repaid to them, and in the end we* doubt not
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such a currency will be given to the affairs of the-Company in these parts, and to trade in gener
al, as will be attended -with singular benefit to them and to individuals trading under/their 
protection, in this light we flatter ourselves you will view our proceedings when the whole 
comes before you. . ?

Me were and are convinced that your Honour and Council may be perfectly free from any- 
apprehensions of being forced into a rupture with the Bhomlas on account of our proceedings, p ' ! 
even Had Sabaji been yet alive; for from the death of Jarioji Bhonshi, which happened about 3 i 
years ago, till ► Sabaji was killed (as he was lately by Mud&ji) that Government which was com
monly known to us by the name «of the Berar Government was torn in pieces by the civil 
dessensions between Sabaji and Muckiji; but since the death of the-former it. has' been restored 
to quiet and as Muddji (who now governs for his sou that was adopted by the late J&noji) is a 
known friend to IWghoba, he. will, 'consequently be rejoiced: at the part we have- takeh, instead, 
of: being'disgusted with.it. ... $

Tims we hope that we have removed your Honour and' Council’s objections to our entering 
. lllb> the treaty with ,R£ghqba, and that you will concur With ns in opinion that we- were and arc 

pursuingtthe- true interest of our cmployers, for had Ve not laid hold of the present opportunity, 
wh,i:ch was so very favourable to procure grants of the places that we wished, to possess, it is more 
than probable that another such Would never again haye offered.

Mi' b< g leavi here to remark that a- your Honour and Council are situated so very distant 
from this Presidency, it would be totally impossible for us to benefit by Circumstances as they 
lull ou t, provided we always wait for your directions. We heed produc&hao other instance than the 
letter before us, which .is dated the 8th. of March, not being received here till the 2.1st ultimo, 
and is an answer to. our advices of the 31st December Jaffc; had wo waited .for your reply to 
Uit-se advices, "Raghoba would have been entirely lost, and the advantages the Company gain by 
treaty gone most probably for ever; th£. Legislature'--has indefed provided against this great 
inconvenience in the late. Art of Parliament which we pake no doubt but that you will always 
..consider, and we assure you that we shall take no.'material step in any political matter, without 
your concurrence, unless when it may be dahgerou- to postpone for so long a time coming* to . a 

* determination thereon.

In the preceding part of, this letter we acquainted you that we had no advices from 
Lieutenant-Colonel Keating since the date of those noticed in .our'-last address, but private letters 
from burnt mention that the army is arrived in 'the■ neighhdurihood, of Broach in its march 
towards Poona, that our forces have had another engagement;, with the Ministerial, army in 
which the latter were again worsted, and that the affairs of the confederacy owing to their 
* aid, of money and' to dissensions amongst themselves are in a. very declining way.

!he MarMhas lately made an attempt on Salsette by landing about 3,500 men from Bassein, 
but they were quickly driven off by a detachment, only from the Madras battalion of sepoys, 
with very considerable loss on their side, while on ours we had only one sepoy killed and two or 
three wounded.

j Y / . b W e  are, &e.,
WILLIAM HORNBY, *

and M em bers qf the Select C ommittee.
Bombay Castle, 24th June 1775.

— :— _  . ....■Xri ■ .■> . - ■■ • "~t;—rr------— t
h e ite i- fr o m  th e  G overn or  and  C ou n c il , C a lcu tta , to the G overn o r  and Co u n c il , Bombay..

Gentlemen,— - We have not been favoured with any letters from you or your.Select Com
mittee respecting the political affairs-of your Presidency since your letter dated the 31st of 
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December, nor have we received any authentic advices of the late occurrences in your parts, but 
from private letters and other intelligence all concurring in the same.points; we understand you 
have entered in an offensive treaty with Rdgtioha, and have sent a considerable force to his assist
ance which has actually taken the field; this last is confirmed by letters received by the Com
mander-in-Chief with returns of the force actually sent. Embarrassed and perplexed, with these 
reports, the truth of which we cannot doubt, and ignorant of the force of your enemies, and of the 
immediate plan of your operations, we ave obliged to remain inactive in circumstances which ; 
may possibly require our utmost exertion for your support and relief.

in this situation your silence becomes truly astonishing, but under the-want of precise and 
authentic information from yourselves, ,/»vc axe obliged to suspend our final judgment of your v 
Proceedings* and in the meantime protest against all the consequences of any hostile measures .1 
taken, or offensive engagements entered into by you without our consent. We consider them as 
directly contradictory to the provisions made in  the Act of Parliament for uniting the several 
Presidencies under the political superintendence of this Government, and equally contrary 

. to the common principles of prudence and policy; since the partial re s o lu ^ s  and operations 
of a single Presidency may eventually involve all the Company’s settlement® in a general war, 
without any previous concert, or a general plan for conducting it.

Our letter of the 3rd .February last contained very explicit orders on these heads and; we 
expect you will be full and circumstantial in your answer to it, and in explaining the motives 
for your late conduct. ;

■4 , 1 ,| -
F ,r t  William , 25th 1 % ' 1775. We are, &c.,

— ■'
i WAR REX HASTINGS.

KhtP: ' '• r'-' Viv iSf* ; YlX î r.'V-'yv ',$ ?') 'T ail'll- Y  Y 'V'' '  t  ' b/ G g ; ' V. l ' - W ;pv'.; “ *• <i .

^ ,  - , ■ j  ~  1 . ' ; ■ ■

■ GfENTtKMEN,— We have received your letter of the 31st of March with the copy of your 
treaty with Raghoba enclosed and the advice of your subsequent operations.

Our duty imposes upon us the painful necessity of declaring that we totally condemn the 
measure which you have adopted, that we hold the treaty which you have entered into with Emdioha 

f  invalid, and the war which you have entered into against the Mardtha State impolitic daxUer- 
ous. unauthorized and unjust; both are expressly contrary to the late Act of Parliament You 
have imposed on yourselves the charge of conquering the whole Mardtha empire fora man wh(> 
appears incapable of affording you any effectual assistance in it; the plan which you have form
ed, instead of aiming at a decisive conquest, portends an indefinite scene of troubles without an 

i adequate force, without money or certain resources to extricate you from him nor have you 
the plea either of injury sustained from the party which you have; made your enemy, or of any 
prior obligation to defend the man whose cause you have,espoused, i

• We solemnly protest against you for all the consequences, and peremptorily require you 
to withdraw the Company’s forces to your own garrison in whatsoever state your affairs maybe 
unless their safety may be endangered by an instant retreat. We leavfe the means of effecting 
this to you, but shall expect your punctual compliance with our commands. You have neither

1



informed us for what purpose the detachment was sent to a distance so remote from the obvious 
scenes of its operations as Cambay, nor what plan you have concerted for their subsequent progress. 
You have not informed us of the situation of the places assigned you for paying the subsidy, 
in whose possession they were, from whom they were to be either peaceably surrendered, os 
taken by force, nor of the amount of the revenue of the.ceded island; all which pointswe con
sider'to be necessary for our information.

In the dangerbus consequences which we apprehend from the state in which you have placed 
the Company’s affairs in your quarter, we do not advert to ,any part of your conduct which respects 
merely the formal line of your conduct. Yet as this Gov^nment has been charged by a solemn 
Act of Legislature itself with the general interest, of the Company in India, and armed with con
trolling powers over the other Presidencies, we cannot pass, by without noticing the entire dis
regard which you appear to' have shown to opr authority. For the past we content ourselves with 
leaving to you the consequences of your own act, but for the future in cases of like inattention 
on your part, alter the peremptory injunctions we have found it necessary to prescribe for your 
conduct, we shall deem oursclvisp accountably if Ure neglect to exercise the authority vested ip us 
by Act of Parliament for supporting the authority committed to us.

In order that nothing may be omitted on our'parts to extricate you from any difficulty to 
which your immediately relinquishing your engagement with Ilaghoba may expose you, it |S 
our intention to open a negotiation with the ruling party of the Maratha State at Poona as soon 
as possible. jWe shall advise you of the measures we take for this purpose; in the memdhjnfc 
we direct you to receive 'and. encourage any na/iific overtures that may be proposed to you, 
making the instant cessation, of your arms and a continuance of your possession of the island of 
S&lsette and flassein, your first object, but you lie not to aim at more extensive acquisitions, nor 
conclude any definitive treaty without our appr jbation.

1 > ‘ t A We are, &c.,

fo r t  William. ) I WARREN HASTINGS.

O ld  May 177o. i * jj - JOHN CLAVERING.
1, GEORGE MONSON.

: RICHARD BARWELL.-i
|  ;  Ay :: / 'Y :v ■ Y; ' jj  . J|Y PHILIP FRANCIS.

■

■
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To ' ; ' ' 1
T HE Hon’ble WARREN HASTINGS, Esquire.

Governor General, and Council,
at Fort William.

Hon’ ble Sir and Gentlemen,— We; addressed you in duplicate under the ,6th instant, and have 
sjnee received the duplies it; of your letter of the 31st May, the contents whereof give us great con
cern, not .only because the interest of our hon’ble employers we apprehend must be very materially 
affected by the measures yon have thought proper to adopt for bringing about a general pacification, 
and the due right of this-Government affected in a manner we fear scarcely to be retrieved by the 
letter to Sakharam Bapu. at Poona, hut also because your Honour and Council seem to think we had 
been guilty of a premeditated and intentional disrespect to the power entrusted by the Legislature to
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your Government, which, we take this early, opportunity to assure you was by no means the case; 
but the negotiation for the, treaty with Raghoba began before your administration commenced, and 
as we thereby secured to the Company the possession of Salsette, and the right.to Bassein and 
the parganas near to Surat, all of which our holi’ble employers have repeatedly enjoined us to 
procure for them; and as the revenues of these parganas can be collected without much trouble 
or expense, and is so considerable as to amount, including Salsetto and Bassein, near 20 lakhs of 
rupees per annum, which mil be the means of enabling this Presidency to support itself, without 
being longer a burthen to yours, of which the late administration frequently com.plained; and 
as it was moreover absolutely requisite for us to determine filially whether we would conclude 
the treaty or whether we would reject i t ; for any delay in the then situation of R-ighoba’s affairs 
would, we judge, have been the same as if we had determined to remain inacti ve, Wo say, for 
all these cogent reasons, we thought that we were not precluded by the late Act of Parliament 
from purusing the. measures we did.

Another weighty consideration also impelled us to this measure. We had been induced from 
the motives we f ully stated to your Honour and Council in our address of the 31st December last, 
to attack and reduce Salsette, and we think that the welfare of this Presidency entirely depended 
on our preventing that island from again falling into the hands of Portuguese; in this situation, 
we are of opinion, policy absolutely required that we should side with one of the contending 
parties in the Maratha State, that it might bfe reconciled to our motives for that attack, and to 
our continuing in possession of that island. This necessity being allowed, justice doubtless 
requnedllidtVe should take part with Raghoba, the Peshwa, and in duty to our employers wo 
made this decision as advantageous to them as possible, as we think is evident from the treaty.

We are induced to hope from these reasons that your Honour and Council, will not continue 
to consider our treaty as invalid, nor the war, which was a'consequence of it, either unauthorized, 
impolitic or unjust: that it .was not. dangerous the event of it hitherto has shown; but even bad it 
been so in some degree, we Hatter ourselves y our Honour and Council will admit that something 
might have been risked for the great probability we had of acquiring a revenue of nearly 
£250,000 sterling per annum for the future necessary support of this Presidency, and this by 
a means that equity, as we conceive, allowing for circumstances cannot censure; for though we 
have not the plea of injury sustained from the Poona party, yet it must be observed that their 
party is composed of the traitorous and rebellious subject of Raghoba who by his large offers for 
our assistance, his just pretensions, and the necessity for our taking a part- for the reasons above 

* assigned, induced us to espouse his cause and to hope for your Honour and Council’s concurrence.
ft

Wc are convinced that were you fully acquainted with the equitable and undeniable preten
sions of Raghoba to the dignity of Peshwa, of which lie has been near two years in possession 
(as 'you please to observe on reference 'to a letter from Mr. Mostyn, Resident to the Darbar, to 
the late Select Committee at your Presidency under date 29th November 1773); and that a large 
party of the Maratha Empire at present acknowledge him such was the fair prospect we had 
of shortly fixing him therein; and also of the distracted state of the affairs of the rebellious 
confederacy, without an adequate army or effectual means to procure one ; together with the 
detriment that must accrue to the Company and the disgrace to this Presidency by the orders 
y ou have given for annulling our treaty and in consequence'deserting Raghoba ; we say that had 
your Honour and Council been fully apprised respecting all these points, we cannot but flatter‘our
selves, that your orders would have been very different, or at least that you -would have left to 
us to have carried into execution your resolution for a general pacification, which we are satis., 
fled might have been done with honor and credit, had you not, at the same time that you peremp-
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tori'!y/required ns t() withdraw our forces  ̂ acquainted the Ministerial party so expressly of your 
having done so and of yony condemnation of our conduct.

/  This intel/igence we received from Poona in a letter to the President as per Copy enclosed, 
find at the sarile time we received a copy of one from Governor Hastings to Sakhdram JMpu. 
.Both were delivered hy: to  Agent from that party which had been here some time to solicit 
peace, but me; indisposition of this Agent, and of our President afterwards, prevented his pro
posals bei/g received till after he had got this letter; and he will now make no other overtures 
than tha/on condition of delivering up Baghoba and the island of Sdlsette, and of relinquishing 
our pretensions, to Bassein and a,11 other places ceded by treaty, our expenses may be defrayed; 
thought we are satisfied that those he came with were widely different indeed. He also assures us, 
as well as the letter from Poona, that order's are, gone to their army to cease all hostilities, 
which orders the Agent declares he understands extend to Baghoba, his officers and adherents. 
In obedience to your positive injunctions we have also sent directions to our Commanding Officer 
to cease from all acts of hostility, and as soon as the season will possibly admit, our forces will 
be withdrawn .into our own garrisons.

But in order, more fully than can be done by letter at so great a distance, to represent to 
your Honour and Council the motives for all our proceedings, the present situation of affairs, 
with the danger and discredit that must attend our treaty being cancelled and Baghoba desert
ed, as well as to represent to you at large the particular interest of this Presidency, we have 
deputed to your Honour and Council Mr. William Taylor, who from being long a member of our 
Board and of the Select Committee, is.sufficiently qualified to give your Honour and Council every 
requisite information ; and we earnestly request that you will attend to the representations 
that be may make you on the subject in question, and on all others dependent on it; when we 
hope, that or. further consideration you may he induced to revoke your present orders, to confirm 
our treaty and to permit us to carry Baghoba to Poona in the manner first proposed; for we 
can assure your Honour and Council that: with, y our countenance and support we are'firmly of 
opinion, no ill consequences can result therefrom, but on the contrary that great and permanent 
advantages must he secured to the Company thereby. We hope also that you will do -us the 
justice to believe that it  is our wish and intention at all times to pay the most implicit obedience 
to your authority; wd would willingly take upon ourselves the consequences of the war for 
which your Honour and. Council by your protest declare we are responsible, provided we have 
your support and are allowed to conduct it to its issue.

For any other requisite information as well with regard to the places .ceded by treaty, as 
for those granted for the'.subsidy, also for the situation of the parganas' that have been since 
made over to the Company by Baghoba and by Fattesing, for mediating the reconciliation of 
the latter with the former, likewise for the Company’s general interest, at this Presidency in its 
present situation, pern.it us to refer your Honour and Council to Mr. Taylor. Assuring that we 
remain, ; /

Your, Ac.,
WILLIAM HOENBY.

Bombay Cvstle, 8§rd August 1775.

H ow’bu e  Bi b  and G en tlem en ,— We are favoured with your despatch of tfie 1st of last 
month, which contained amongst others some advices of the operations of the armŷ  of Baghoba 
and of yours with them.

We find these accounts so incomplete and unsatisfactory that we are still at a loss to form 
a true idea of these affairs from them. The only part of Colonel Keating’s correspondence 
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■ which, you have communicated to us Is a broken extract from a letter confining a relation of 
his transaction beginning in the middle of an engagement, from which .we are unable to iudg? of ' 
his Intention before the battle, or of the operations he proposed in consequent o\it, We only 
know that he has arrived near the river Mahi, and had persuaded Eaghoha to dj-oss it before' 
the rains, which appears to us rather contrary to your information of his being ii.v full march 
towards Poona, It should rather seem he meant to cross the river with an intent to p.(jt his army 
in quarters during the rains. . -fy

We therefore think it necessary to require copy of your correspondence y ith . Colonel 
Keating from the beginning- of the campaign, and that you continue to furnish ns /with isppy of 
what may pass between you in future.

We cannot avoid observing that notwithstanding our instructions of the 8 th. of March last 
and the peremptory style in which we found it necessary to convey them, you have still thought 
it proper to ‘send Mr. Mostyn as Public Minister to Baghoba’s camp, without: informing us , 
of the design or object of his mission, or the measures which yon have taken fpr a compliance 
with those instructions, although it appears that ten days had elapsed from the receipt of them 
till the date of -your letter now before us. Neither have you informed txs what supply you have 
received or expect from R&ghoba for maintaining the burthen of- the war you have entered 
into in his behalf. In a word we are still as much in the dark as we were mn the first intelli
gence of your projected campaign, notwithstanding our earnest entreaties to' be furnished with 
every information to enable ns to judge what aid our duty might make it incumbent upon us to 
■render you. We now desire, in addition to the other lights we have required from you, that you 
send us a copy of your instructions to Mr, Mostyn, and that you give orders to him to transmit to 
us by every opportunity successive intelligence of thq state of affairs in R&gaoba’s army while 
he continues there, and of all other /affairs relating to his mission and the state of the present 

j war with the Mardtlias as may fall under his notice.
From what we have said you will perceive that we can in no shape approve of your late 

transactions. It is painful to us to repeat remonstrances j we shall leave you jto answer for this 
Conduct to the Court of Directors; in the meantime while we lie in the uncertainty of which we 

§j ; complain, we cannot think ourselves justified in sending you the supplies you require; we 
remain in hopes that the letter you promise us in answer to ours of -the Stjii March will be 
more explicit, and both enable us to afford you our aid and point out the objects which are 
to be obtained by it. " *

We have already advised you of our intention to open a negotiation with the ruling party 
at Poona for the re-establishment of peace with the Marathas. We also have written to 
Sakharam Bdpu at the same time on that subject, acquainting him of our desire to send a 
person to treat.- with him there.. We have since appointed Lieutenant-Colonel Upton to this 
charge, who is now ready to set out and will wait at Kdlpi on the river Jamna for passports from 
Sakharam _ Bdpu.

We enclose a copy of such part of his instructions as we think materially necessary for 
your information. I

W e are, Gentlemen,
Your, &c„

WARREN HASTINGS.
JOHN CLA V ERING.
GEORGE, MONSON.
RICHARD HARWELL

Fort William, 10th July 1775, PHILIP ERANCIS.
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: ..In a letter from the Governor General and domicil ot Bengal, dat( Uhe 10th of July,
(hey acquainted us of their having appointed you to proceed to Poona and of the object of your 
mission - at the same time they transmitted an extract of such part of their instructions to you 
as they said was necessary for our information.

The Governor General and Council in their letter to us mention that they are much rnis- 
informed as to the then situation of affairs, and it appears by their instructions that in most 
points they have been able to give you discretional orders only. In this case we think it  be
comes a duty we owe to our double employers to offer you every information that you can 
possibly want, to enable you to discharge the high commission with which you are entrusted,

 ̂ and as we learn by some of the Ministerial Agents here of your arrival at Kalpi on the river 
Jamna from whence they shortly expected you at Poona, and as we are fully satisfied that you 
will receive very partial accounts from the Ministerial Confederacy of the real state and present 
situation of the affairs of Raghunithi av and of the Company, so far as they are connected, we 
will therefore most readily give you, on your signifying your desire for it, every information 
that you can wish for relative to both, either by letter, or by deputing a gentleman to you from > 
hence to Poona, properly instructed and fully'acquainted with the whole, should you prefer, j , 
We request that you will procure the necessary passports for him, and on your sending them 
hither he shall proceed immediately. At any rate we wish you would take no material step 
in the present business entrusted to you relative to this Presidency till after we may receive . 
your reply to this letter. .

In case you should prefer our only writing to you on the subject above-mentioned; it will 
be then necessary that you should acquaint us whether yon are in possession of the Company’s 
large or small cypher for your correspondence. ..

We transmit this letter in quadruplicate by different routes in hopes that it may safely 

reach you.

' ■ ■ We are, &c.,
; WILLIAM If ORNBY.

B o m b a y  C a s t l e ,  1 1 t h  S e p t e m b e r  1 7 7 5 ,

L e tter  from  t i e  Q orm tN ox  a n d  C o m c u ,  B om b a y , to  t i e  Q o m u t m  Gm x s b j l  an d  C o r n e t t ,  F o r f  W il lia m .

iloN-’Bti: S.IB- anb'Gbntuembis,— We had the.honor to, address you the 4th instant., and agree
able to what we,then mentioned we shall now proceed to reply more fully to your letter dated 

the 10th July. . ■

We are .much concerned that you should still continue to think you have reasons to com
plain of our not being sufficiently full and explicit in opr advices respecting our proceedings in 
consequence of the treaty with lUghoba* which we cannot but in a great measure attribute to 
your not having then received our letter of the 30th <Jf April of which you have not acknow
ledged the receipt, and we flatter ourselves that all cause of complaint on this head will be 
entM y  removed by our uucceriing loiters, and the information Mr. Tavloj will personally 

give you.

In compliance with y our requisitions, we now transmit a complete series of our correspond
ence with' Lieutenant-Colonel Keating, - beginning ..with . the instructions given him on his

... . . . .

~ . v  ; ’ J f  :
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first proceeding wilh our troops' to join R%lmba, and wc shall not fail regularly to transmit
copies of all letters that may in future pass between us. We also enclose a copy of the instruc
tions we had prepared for Mr. Mostyn, by-which your Honour Unci Council will perceive that 
the objects of his intended mission were only to press Raghoba to march with all possible expe
dition towards Poona, to hasten the accomplishment of some points of the treaty, and to relieve 
the Commanding Officer from, all charge of business with the Darter and negotiation with the 
country powers. The treaty with Bighoba had been executed, long before our determination 
for sending Mr. Mostyn to. the army, and we did not conceive this measure to be in the least 
repugnant to the directions contained in your letter of the 8th of March, being solely intended 
to hasten the conclusion, of the war which had been already begun, Mr. Mostyn, however, was 
prevented from proceeding to join the army by the unusual severity of the monsoon,mini this 
design was afterwards entirely dropped, upon the receipt of your letter dated the 31st of May.

We most sincerely regret the resolution your Honour and Council have taken to send 
Lieutenant-Colonel Upton to treat with SakMram iUPu at Poona without waiting for further 
advices from us. We did entertain hopes, that we should have convinced your Honour of the 
justice of Eighoba’s pretensions to the Peshwlshlp, and that we should have met with your sup
port and assistance in the prosecution of the war, when we did not doubt, but in the course of 
next campaign, we should have conducted Bdghoba to Poona and fulfilled our engagements with 
him These hopes, we now fear, are not only defeated by this measure, but the dignity and 
consequence of this Presidency amongst the neighbouring powers very sensibly injured. We 
cannot, think we were unreasonable in our expectations, that a negotiation in which the- interests 
of this Presidency were so. materially concerned, Should have been, carried on in concert with 
us, and which indeed we concluded to lie your intention from the tenor of the Governor General’s 
letter to Sakhdram Bapn; but when we advert to the extract you have favoured ns with from 
Colonel Upton’s instructions, we find him vested with the most extensive powers, and not the 
least reference to be made to us even for advice or information, the Want of which is avowed in 
these very instructions, and which from the vicinity of Bombay, to Poona we could convey 
to him in two days. Notwithstanding this we thought it our duty to afford Colonel Upton every 
information,we could give to assist him in the execution of his'important Commission, being 
satisfied that he would only receive very partial accounts at Poona both of Eighoba and 
affairs in general, and we at first proposed to send a gentleman fully instructed to meet him 
there to confer with him respecting the interests of this Presidency so far as you have committed 
them to his charge; but not knowing whether this step might be agreeable to your Honour and 
Council we despatched a letter to him by different routes, a copy of which is enclosed, wherein 
we* made him this proposal,.or that if he preferred information by letter, we offered to give him, 
the' most full and satisfactory advice on every point he might wish to be informed of. We 
have not yet received an answer to this letter, or any advice of the Colonel’s arrival at Poona, 
though we heard so long ago as the 9th ultimo that he arrived at Kilpi on the river

Jarnria. ' > If* . i>V. . (1 “ ‘

The letter from Colonel Keating, dated the 30th August, will show you in what man
ner Raghoba r e c e iv e d  the news of your Honour and Council’s determination to open a negotia
tion with the Ministry, and of your positive orders for withdrawing our forces from the army, 
r od a cessation of hostilities taking place. His subsequent letter, dated the 2nd of September, 
will apprize you of the negotiation; but in the meantime he demands very pertinently 
from what source he is to supply his exigencies for money until the conclusion of this 
important adjustment, which must necessarily take up some months, and then makes the 
following proposals which we intend to communicate to Colonel Upton when we hear of his



> ' '  ̂ . THE FIRST MARATHI WAR.
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apprehension that we shall apply to any purpose inconsistent with your directions, and likewise 
that you will if possible assist ns in paying off our .bond debt, which unless we are confirmed 
hi possession of the places ceded to us by the treaty we see no prospect of being able to effect

ourselves. :
We should have .been more particular in explaining the pretensions of ihighoha to the 

Peeliwasliip had not Mr. Tayler been commissioned to give you full information on that head 
He will also he able to acquaint you with any particulars you may warn, to know respecting 
Fattening and GoviiuMv, thejsons of JMmdji. or as they axe commonly■ termedl the Gfikarvars tho 
mention of whom scr frequently occurs in the letters from Lieutenant-Colonel Keating. \v e dial 
only here observe that this family till lately collected a share of six-tenths of the Broach revenues 
in participation with tis, and that it was tlleir share we wished, to obtain, and not the Moguls , as 
mentioned in your instructions to Lieutenant-Colonel Upton. The Moguls’ share devoir ed upon us 
when we reduced'the town, and Fattesing having lately given us aPhirmaund for the Gaika,war’s 

share, we are now entitled to the whole revenue d£ that district.

Bombay Castle, H th October 1775. have,^& c.^^

Letter f r o m  S a k u A kAx  B J v v  to  th e G overnor  a n d  C o u n c il , B o m b a y . U

The Hon’ble Company of England having sent two or there gehttemen of Council to Ben - 
gal, who having consulted with the Governor there,-he has written two letters to this'Sarkar 
(SakMram Bapu). This it is necessary the Governor of Bombay should .be acquainted with. , 
Therefore in the Sarkar’s letter are enclosed copies -of those Uvo letters which you will pie,sent 
to him, and let his answer be sent to me with the news.

T r a n s la tio n  ( f a  c o p y  o f  a  letter f r o m  the H o n ’ble W a r r e n  H k s f i m s ,  B s q .,  o f  B e n g a l , U> S a k u ARAh  B a n d it . ' ; j

I am sure you have a full power over the Mardtha Government. It is therefore right that 
I should write you about a dispute that arose between the English Company and your Sarkar.
I heard by- the Governor in Council of Bombay that they have joined with iiaghunathrav and 
sent a large army to get hifh placed in the Government of Peshwa. i Ins conduct is against the 
Company’s order, because they have ordered all officers in India not to make any-war nor enter' 
into any dispute. My employer, the'King of England, ha§ .directed.; that^all the Company’s 
Governors in Iniiiia should obtain mine and my Council s permission as King s Governor and> 
Council of Bengal either to make a war or peace; we have therefore sent an. order to the Gov-! 
ernor and Council of Bombay to recall the army that-they have sent to the assistance of the said \ 
Rahmnathrav; and hot to meddle with any MaratUa officer unless* t-Vy be obliged to do it for 
tlnlr seli-prfevatiffn* I have an intention to send a trusty, wise and deserving man to Poona, 
that place being the/capital city of the Peshwa’s Government and is near to Bombay, to settle 
the dispute that arose between the Government, of Bombay and the MaratMs and to conclude 

a lasting friendship: but I will defer sending the aforesaid man till such time as 1 may receive 
your’ answer and know what you want, but you will in the meantime order all your officers 
positively to suspend a war with the English, in doing which.no hindrance will come between 
the, settlement of peace. The Company having recommended me the bare of their affairs, and in 
order to strengthen and renew a friendship withtheMarathas I write you this. I have htaid ot 
your wisdom and Capacity from everywhere, .therefore trust in your person that you will not. 
fail to get the business done through'your interest. If the business is hot done agreeable to mine 
as well as vour intentions, we shall both be blamed for the same.
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■Lettc? from the Preside XT and Covxcll to" Lieutenant-Colonel K itfhG . '
\.

Sir, — We direct that• a» soon.as tM  weather and road will permit, you return with tlie forces 
under your command and with- ail the; gums and stores into either the Broach or Surat parganas 
dependant on the Company, as may be most convenient. Acquaint Raghoba, it is our advice 
that lie and such a large part of his army is he may be able to keep together and to provide 
Cor should, continue with you till the embarkation of the troops or till we may he acquainted 
with the final Resolution, of the. Governor General and Council respecting the matter at present 
depending.

Your letters of the 30th July and 6th ultimo have bemi duly recei ved.

We can by no means comply with your desire, and that of the officers' of the army at pre
sent under your command, by consenting to an. allowance of double batta, as.it would ot only 
be a most expensive and dangerous precedent for the future, but the orders of our hon’ble 
employers are express against.

Captain Fames request to be allowed batta. as Major is very unreasonable. The answ ;i Iff 
you gave him was a very proper one.

i..;':- /■ ' ' We we, &c„

* WILLIAM HORNBY.

Bombay Castle, 5th September 1778. ■ \ y ,A\j
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F rom '' ' : '  ̂ \
WILLIAM TA YLO R ;

To ’ '' v ': : ' ' Wi'A'
The GOVERNOR, GENERAL, and COUNCIL, ' 1

! l.A .b  ■ J j  ' L ' '  F ort* W illia m .I - j ■
Hon’ble'S ir a n b  Gentlemen,— By the “ Good will ” I Acquainted you with my arrival here 

the 30th ultimo. On the 6th instant I received notice from the Secretary to attendThe Gover
nor General ami Council on Monday the 0th for taking into consideration the business on which I 
had been deputed from you.

Deeming it necessary to give them the fullest and mo$t,l|erfect information of. every cir
cumstance in the least .rclativp-to the primary objects of my Imputation, I had previously stat
ed at large the nature of the office of Peshwa, the origin of their independant power, the rise and 
progress of the. late divisions'in the Poona Government to the time of Ragboba’s application to 
us, the state oi the Marathay Empire and the different power,* connected with it to that period, 
the political and commercial views of the Company, the progress of the war, the offers of the 
Nizdm evinced on one hand bow much the honor and good faith of the nation, the interests of 
the Company, the dignity* of your Government, were- concerned- in . the strict .adherence-to our 
engagements with the Peshwa, and on the other the disadvantage, danger and disgrace that, 
would attend  ̂the abandoning of them : earnestly conjuring them to warrant and assist you to 
prosecute your original plan: and as a previous measure instantly to revoke their orders for 
withdrawing our army from Raghoba,

These representations i  delivered in the form of an address, which was duly perused, and , 
sundry questions put to me ; but it is with infinite concern I must acquaint you, that there ap
pears not the’ least hope of persuading this Government to alte.y their former resolutions, for 
notwithstanding all 1 had to urge, they wrote me in answer, that after duly considering the re-

■ a . ‘ ; v . / a- > : ■ . ■ 1 * ■ . ■ ■ . . ■ '
,cA". - A - A  / . f:V '■ A.Y/ ^ A...--------'. A*. -
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presentations I had been pleased to make to them, as well as the several informations which 
I had Communicated respecting the nature, motives and objects of your engagements with 
KAghpba, and the present state of the Mar At ha Government at Poona, they had for the present 
to acquaint me that they were confirmed in their opinion of the expediency of the Company’s 
troops being recalled from the service of Eaghoba into their own garrisons. Their orders for 
this purpose would therefore remain in force. But as I seemed to understand their directions 
implied the recall of the troops to Bombay, they thought it necessary to explain their meaning 
to have been, that it should remain at your option to withdraw them to such of your garrisons, 
and distribute them as you might see fit, of the protection of the Company ’s possessions in
cluding SAlsette. .

The words Company’s possessions appearing to me indefinite I requested it might be ex
plained, whether they meant to include by them such of the several districts ceded to us by the 
Peshwa and by Fattesing GAikawAr as are in our possession, or whether they meant to confine them 
only to SAlsette and the territories belonging to the. Company pre vious to the commencement of 
our engagements with the Peshwa, to which they returned me for answer that their meaning 
by  the Company’s possessions was the territories possessed by the Company previous to the date 
of the treaty with RAghoba, and that they added including SAlsette, because you had taken pos
session of it before that period.

You have been advised of Colonel Upton’s being deputed from this Government to the Poona 
BarbAr, in order to settle a treaty with the Marat has. I yesterday received a copy of his in
structions, and instantly remonstrated in the strongest manner against this measure desiring,’ 
his recall, but have not yet received an answer. By the “ Terrible,” which I have spared at 
the request of this Government, to convey five lAkhs of rupees for Bombay to Sir Edward Hughes 
at Trinconomali, I will transmit copies of every paper that has passed. In the interim I re

in main with respect,

Hoii’ble Sir, &c., 
WILLIAM TAYLOR.

Calcutta, 13th October 1775.

To ’ *

T he H on’b le  WAR RE N flAST ING S, Esquire,

Governor General, and Council,

Calcutta.

H on’ble S ir and G entlemen,— The Hon’ble the President and Council of Bombay 
having deputed me to represent to your Honour and Council the motives of their proceedings 
in their engagements with the Peshwa' RaghunAthrav BAlAji, the situation of the affairs there, 
the danger and discredit that must attend their treaty with him being utterly cancelled, the 
general interests of the Company at that Presidency, with other matters as n^ntioned in 
their address of the 22nd ultimo, I shall, now proceed to enter as fully and clearly-as I am able 
on the several subjects.

The better to explain them it will be necessary to advert to a period antecedent to that in 
which these engagements commenced $ for this reason though it may at first appear foreign to 
'my present purpose, yet I trust your Honour and Council will not deem this recapitulation an 
unnecessary one.



In the ancient constitution of the MaratMa Empire, the affairs of it were conducted under 
the supreme'■ authority' of the Raja, by a Council consisting of eight persons, being the , eight 
principal officers' of the Klute. By the last account J have seen of this Council, it consisted of 
Brafemans who were generally employed in all civil departments of the State : the command pf 
armies' and Oliver military matters was confided to the Manitha or Rajput Caste.

■ The ■ principal .of these/Ministers in power was the Peshwa, which literally means he who 
preceded the rest. The nature of his office resembles that of the Mahomedan Vazlfs,

IMJajiTislrvandth, a Brahman, born in the district of Eijapur, from an inferior state in'the • 
reign of Slidhii R&ja rose by his abilities to the high office of Peshwa. By degrees he soi far 
gained on the confidence of the Raja as to persuade him to divest himself of all the cares of 
Government and resign them to him. The Shihu Rhja accordingly invested him with all the 
t usigns of authority find power incident to the R&jaship. All orders and every detail of Gov-, 
moment .issued immediately from the Peshwa, who was further styled by the Il&ja, Pandit 
Pradh.au. or chief and elect of the Pandits.. This form of Government.subsists Jto this day. On 
the death, of a Peshwa Ids.successor goes to Sahara: in order to be formally invested with the 
sirpdv. of office- by the Raja.- There, is in the Poona Darbar a person nominally esteemed in 
gome degrfec superior even'to the Peshwa, It is the Pratinidhi, who is the delegate and imme
diate representative of the Raja* and formerly Rfc fiat was necessary to give a proper validity 
te all acts of Government; besides the SMhu Raja had also reserved to himself a considerable 
degree of actual force, the reyegues. of a - large district were collected by him, with which he |  
maintained a considerable body of troops under his own immediate command.

Tbe Peshwa Balaji Vishvanuth had well availed himself of the indulgence of the Raja, 
by creating a number of adherents, for we find bis son and successor Bajiriv BaLMI possessed - 
in fact the supreme power in the Marbtha Empire, as he paid little or no regard to his prince. 
The Ehja indeed at first possessed entire liberty of person, but whether it was that the Peshwa 
did it more effectually to secure his power, or that the intrigues carried, on against him render
ed it necessary for his own safety thc.Rdja was "Soon 'confined to.SsitAra. At his death he was 
succeeded by the present Raja Ram, his adopted sori, who continuing under the same restriction 
as bis father, the Riija, has ever since been in mere name, an linage of authority in the Mardtha 
Empire, /.:.h .,'hg.y'-y

The conquests of Chimnaji Appa, brother to Bajiravj first engaged the attention of 
. the; President and Council of Bombay--towards the Mar.ithas.* xBy the: acquisition of Salsette and 
Bassein they became our neighbours ; and as the Peshwa. family; also early turned their thoughts 
towards the establishment of a marine, it u is foreseen that sootier or later some points of dis
cussion must arise which might lead-to disputes. It was therefore thought prudent, to prevent 
them by stating our several rights h: a treaty, as the Raja had formerly ceded to Bdjirav in his 
own right ail the countries conquered from'the Europeans. It was feared the attempts of his 
-brother Chimnaji Appa might not stop at the Portuguese settlements; the President and Coun
cil seemed to think they might effectually secure themselves by an -application to the Raja, and. 
a gentleman was therefore sent to him ; but judging-from the state of matters at that Court, it 

• was justly to be feared an offer to treat immediately with- the Raja .might k in g  down on us 
the resentment of the Peshwa; sundry articles of agreement were concluded with Chimnaji in 
behalf of-his brother Bajirav. Since that time the Raja has never been thought of, hut finding 
the Pesbwas in absolute possession of all power we have constantly in all transactions with the 
Mardthas applied to and treated with them, as though they were the lawful Princes of the 
Empire.

1 Vide the English Embassy to. the Mardthda in .1739, page 07.
; b 1122--63
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Tlpfe wisdom and policy of Bajirav firmly established in his family the power they had 
usurped, and accordingly oh Ms demise he was peaceably succeeded in the Peshwaship by his 
eldest son Bfldaji Bajirav, more generally known by the appellation of Nana, who, in the year 
17/61 was also regularly succeeded by his sen MrWKavrav Bahiji, then a minor of fourteen. »

On the death ot Nana, his brother Raghunath conducted the affairs of the Maratha Govern
ment as Regent during the minority of his nephew, the young Peshwa. There is a treaty subsist- 

v ing between the English and Mddliavr.lv formed under the administration of Ragboba. He 
had conducted matters during the critical situation in Which the invasion of 1 he Ni|ain had 
plunged the Marathas, and there is no act to prove that ever he sought to embrace the oppor
tunity of the 'possession of power to secure - it. to himself in perjudice to the rights of his

nephew.
In all the civil departments of Government the P.eshwas continued to employ the caste of 

Brahmans. By the influence this gave them they raised immense fortunes, in order to give 
the security to their power which a large fortune in this country always endangers; their next 
dens were to create to themselves a consequence. This they sought to effect by dividing the 

• family of the Peshwa, and occasionally siding with the party which policy d ie te d . Hence 
early began those scenes of intrigues from whence spring the different factions and divisions 
which first disclosed themselves in the minority of Madhavrav, and have nearly brought the 
power of the Peshwa to a total decline, on the ruins of which has arisen the high, inftuepce o 
ihxye persons now known in the Poona Government by the appellation of the Ministers.

The wise and just administration of Ragboba- would have totally .defeated the viewsj those 
men had formed of benefiting themselves by the"minority of Madhavrav. They therefore exert
ed every artifice and intrigue to deprive Ragboba of power. Gopikabai, the widow^of Mna, was 
a woman deeply given to intrigues of every kind and her scandalous licentiousness justly attract
ed the reproach of one so nearly concerned in, the honour of the family as her husband’s brother. 
Hence first arose the bitter hatred of Gopikabai to Eaghoba, The ministers availed them
selves of this circumstance and of her influence with her young son, to breed a coldness 
between the uncle and nephew, wbiehended in a declared breach, the- total deprivation- of powpr, 
and at length in some degree in the confinement of Eaghoba. . \)

Their ends thus compassed in this point, they industriously adverted to the prinyary 
object to which this was only intended to lead: all, favours of Government now flowed from 
the Ministers, and as none are granted in this country without a valuable consideration, by 
means of presents and peculations, these men increased their fortunes arid influence to an im
mense degree, whilst from the withholding of the tribute by the Northern Jaghirdars, and by 
such otherof the Pandits on various pretences, as purchased, friends to protect them, the treasury ot 
the Peshwa became almost exhausted, and as money alone commands troops, Ms consequence would 
Inve declined with it. But Madhavrav as lie advanced in ’ years showed a firmness and 
ablities which made him dreaded and respected by every one: in the short time he governed, 
his wise conduct and great abilities procured him the respect of every power around him, and as 
he woil knew the designs of the Ministers, there is no doubt had his life been longer he Would 
have effectually restored the influence of the Peshwa, :but unfortunately for it lie died in 
November 1772 at the age of 25, leaving no children.

The gradual progress of his disorder giving him time to reflect on the consequence of 
'hi- death, Madhavrav on perceiving his end approach revolved seriously in his mind the fate 
■ nid situation of Ms family. His brother Narayanrav who was to succeed him he knew to be a 
weak hasty young man, easily swayed by any counsel and particularly under the influence of his 
mother Gopikabai whose deadly hatred to Eaghoba he was also well apprised of. He was sensible
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of the ambitious and independent views, of several of the leading Ministers which if not well 
counteracted must in time wrest from his family the power, and perhaps the office of Peshwa.
In thi| dilemma nothing better presented itself than to repose a confidence in Rstghoba. It 
was true that Raghoba had lately made sonic secret steps towards liberty and an accession of 
power, but reflecting on the appearance of his own approaching end. and knowing the influence 
that would guide his brother’s actions’ Rhghoba’s attempt appeared to Mddhavrav only a prudent 
act of self-preservation. He therefore called them to him, explained his views, remembered them 
of their ancestors, and joining their hands conjured Haghoba to protect the young man, advised 
NdrayanrAv to confide in their uncle, arid never to listen to the insinuations of their mother 
Gopikabai, whose deadly hatred and revenge he himself had. experienced would stop at nothing 
to be gratified.

For a short time after the decease of his brother, Narayanrav carried it fair to his uncle. It 
was settled that all business should be conducted by Rdghoba as Niib, subject to the control of 
Narayanrav, and accordingly when the latter was invested by the Baja with the . Sirpdv of 
Pcshwaship, he confirmed on the former that of Naib, This harmony was however soon in
terrupted by the intrigues of the Ministers, but especially by the ascendency of Gopiktbai over 
her son.

Madhavrav had advised his brother chiefly to regard the counsels of Sakhar&m Bdpu, 
the Divan, but it seems his inclinations rather led him to attach himself to Nina Fadnavis ' { 
whose age and disposition was better suited to bis own. Hence arose two parties in the Ministry.
His confidants in the interest of Gopikabai had instilled into him jealousies of his uncle. The 
hatred of this singular and enterprising■woman had received an additional force from his 
adoption of Amrutravj a young lad in a measure connected with Mudaji; this adoption she repre
sented as contrary to The custom of their caste while he had nephews of his own, as singularly 
unjust.by depriving his family of the riches he might die possessed of, and .impolitic as it 
might in time tend to deprive their race of Hip Feshwaship. His connection also with so ']) 
powerful a chief/as Mudjiji Bhonsla was likewise'hinted as a circumstance to prove his own 
ambitious designs. By'these arts and insinuations the good counsels of his late brother were 
entirely effaced; 'from the mind of the young Pesljwa, He deprived his uncle of all powers, then 
made him a, sort of prisoner at large, and on the pretence of Raghobd’s concerting a plan with 
a, Naik of Ilyder. Alii for his escape, he on the l  lih  April 1773 closely confined him to a chamber 
in the Darbdr debarring’ him as well as he could 6f all access. • . .

Had Nardyaprav possessed the least, degree of prudence, he might have remained secure in 
the Peshwaship, for though by the instigation of his mother and the choice he had made of 
confidants he had.created to ‘himself a deadly enemy in the Divdn Sakharam Bapu, yet the 
influence and abiliJes of the Fadanavis, Ndna and Moroba, and their adherents, were more than a 
counterpois to him. But without the least share of judgment and wholly devoted to low vices 
and pleasures, N&rayanrav paid not the least regard to any one; on the contrary he behaved in 
so senseless, imperious and disregardful a manner even to the Ministers in his own party, that 
they became lukewarm in his interest and in time suffered him to fall a sacrifice to the machi
nations of his enepiies.

It is said by di âus of Mudaji bhonsla the Divan Sakharam received information of an 
intention to assassinate him and Raghoba, at the instigation of Gopikabai. Certain it is that this 
woman was well known to have beep constantly advising her son to deprive him of the Divan- 
ship which was the first step to the loss of riches jmd perhaps of life. From this instant 
Sakharam and his party set about concerting the .means of deposing Ndrayanrdv, releasing 
Raghoha, and placing him in the Peshwaship.



Chiefly by means of the intervention of the .Divan, Jlahomed Essuf and Sumersing, two 
Subhedars, wore won over to execute the deed. On the 18th August 1773. at two in the 
afternoon they "led their party of 500 men to the Darbar under pretence of being mu&lere • , 
they forced the gates and put the guards to the sword. Narayanrdv apprehensive of their 
design ran to his uncle Rdghoba begging him to take the Government but spare his life. Ha- 
ohoba it seems wished to save him, as nothing more than his imprisonment was. ever meant, but 
owing to the resentment of a slave of the family whom Ndr&yaardv haa caused to be publicly 
whipped his death was determined upon. The assassins threatened instantly to destroy both if 
he did not loose his nephew; he then thrust him from him, and the young man soon expired at 

his feet.
On the death of his nephew Rdghoba was instantly complimented by the Divan and other 

Ministers at Poona m  Pesliwa; and he proceeded to the discharge of that office, Nina and 
Moroba.Fadanavis with some of their party on hearing of the late event had instantly quitted 
Poona, fearinu they might become a sacrifice to their enemies, but Raghoba equally cognisant 
of the design of ali the Ministers, had no particular attachment, or aversion to any of them, and 
therefore found means to calm the apprehensions of the Fadanavis, who relumed and reserved 

- their former offices. Every day for a time seemed to wear the appearance of peace, and Ra- 
S r S f h i s  son Amrutrdv to Sitira to obtain from the Baja in his name the m a t u r e  of 
the Peshwaship, which was accordingly granted with every requisite form and solemnity,. 
Every officer in the Maratha army then at Poona paid Baghoba the usual compliments on the 
occasion, and he was publicly and solemnly acknowledged by us as ieshwa in a visit especially 
paid him by Mr. Mostju, a Member of the Bombay Board, appointed by the Hon ble Company 
to be their Resident at Poona. Accompanied by the usual presents and the same pioo o. on 
friendship, as had ever been usual on the accession of a new Peshwa, he made him an engage
ment to maintain the articles of peace and alliance entered into with his ancestor Bajn*v.

Tim appearance of tranquillity between Rdgboba and the Ministers was of no great, dura- 
ti Sensible, of all their designs he could place no confidence in any of them. _ He had 

pointed no Divdn, but transacted most affairs himself; it seems that in imitation of his brotliei 
the Nam’s policy, he wished to form a body of troops solely dependent on himself; to effect 
this money was principally necessary, and as Madhavrav just before his death had disbursed 
eighty Midis of rupees in discharge of the Sarkar’s debt, and the troubles during the short . 
reifi-n iff Ndniyaurav had prevented the regular receipt of the revenues, the treasury of the- 
Peshwa was found very bare. To replenish it Baghoba seems early to have turned Ins thoughts 
towards the Karnatak, but being diffident of the troops with him, he wrote to Mudaji Rhonda 
to come down and assist him, and having joined his army proceeded against the combined 
forces of the Nizam-, commanded by Rueun-ud-J low la and Sabaji Elionsla,

Evirn those Ministers who had been most forward in establishing him in the Peshwaship 
. -'m eant hVshould acquire the least, degree of, independent influence, well, knowing that the 

fx A  effect would be an invasion of their treasures; seeing him therefore at the head of an army 
W u e d  with Mudaji Bhonsla in a way to acquire money and of course troops of his own then* 

rehensiom- led them to confederate against him. On different pretences they left the 'camp, 
SuT those who remained betrayed Rdghoba to the Mogals. In an action he was not only 
Y  Anted but narrowly escaped being cut off, as a party of the enemy had been allowed to 
advance to his tent without opposition, and dangerously wounded him before he could retreat.

Notwithstanding the late advantage over the Mardtha army, the Nizam thought proper 
to treat with Baghoba and a peace was concluded between Ruckun~ud~I)owla promising in behalf
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of the Nizdm to comnly witji Raghobi’s demand of twenty Mklis of JagMr and tbte cession 
of two or three forts, but the Nizam at an interview he afterwards had with Raghoba, pleading 
poverty and inability to comply with what liis Vazir had promised, Raglioba agreed to w&v r 
the whole demand on his engaging to assist him with a body of forces on any particular emer
gency. From hence Rughoha directed his steps towards Hyder, from whom he demanded the 
arrears of Chautb, and as a pretence to the same demand meditated on him, IMghoha wrote to 
Mahomed Alii, NaMb of Arcot, for assistance, knowing he should meet with a refusal, Hyder 
compromised matters by paying down twenty six lakhs, for which he obtained the cession of. 
the three provinces of Madgewaog, llansutak and (Jhivdinrug.

Having thus se ttle d  with Hyder, Raghoba then declared Iris intention of inarching into 
the Karnatak in hones to get from Mahomed Alii a sum of money a&arrears of Chauth. The 
prospect of plunder attracting evei-y desparado who could muster a horse and sword, his army 
was soon increased to a very considerable number, and he was in fall march towards the Kar- 
natak when-his attention was diverted, to. another quarter..

Justly apprehensive of Riglxoba’s acquiring sufficient force to be wholly independent of 
them, the Ministers, while they had it in their power, were determined to prevent lum; accord
ingly the two parties united, and a confederacy was formed under the name of the. 1. aneb Midi 01 
five brothers, five principal persons being the leaders of it. Their intention wm  to have seized 
Righoba and confined’him, to have carried on the government in the name of GangAbdi, N r̂d- 
yanr&v’s widow, till the birth of the child, .She was then industriously reported to be pregnant, 
whose issue, if a boy, was to be proclaimed Peshwa.- In the month of I  ebruary 1/74 a p<u i-,y 
of them seized Gangabiii and Pdrvatibai, the wife of Sadoba, and carried them to the fort of 
Purandhar. The better to secure, it is supposed, a male child somehow, live Brahman women 
in the same state as the widow of NArayanrav were said to have accompanied her, every poison h: 
suspected to be in the interest of Raghoba was guarded, and the\ a mfederates immediatuv |
about collecting troops to support this declared rebellion against the Peshwa.

Fortunately for Raghoba, he received the news of this confederacy a few horn» 
before the ministerialists had advised the partisans in his camp of their design, and 
he retired to Gutti, a fort under the comniand of Monimiv Gopalrav, a Maratha Chief of big 1 
influence. The Ministers hew imagined his ruin certain, as Morarrav had always inclined to 
their party, but they were mistaken by his declaring for, and openly joining Eaghoba. As, the 
impolitic avarice of the Brahmans had clearly evinced their intentions to avail themselves of 
their present possession of power to call up the Maratha Chiefs for their arrears, whenever a 
fortunate event gave them hopes of success, many Maratha Chiefs quitted their 'party and joitn d 
Raghoba, which enabled him to face the ministerial army, and by stratagem in the month of 
March he gained a complete victory, taking prisoner Trimbakrav Mama, the Commauder-m- 
Chief, and one of their most respectable partisans. v \

This unlooked for event threw the confederates at Purandhar into the utmost consternation , 
they hourly expected to be surrounded by the victorious army of Rdghoba. In this dilemma 
they had once thought of releasing the Raja at Sitrira and restoring the ancient Government in 
order to gain over the Maratha Chiefs $ but justly dreading the. evils they might -bring on 
themselves, in revenge- for the usurpations of. their caste, they dropped all thoughts of this 
expedient, and had. recourse to that of publishing the birth of a pop to Gang&bat, t̂he 
widow of- Ndrdyanrav. This child they immediately acknowledged as lawful Peshwa. I he 
partisans of Raghoba declared it to be a fraud, and indeed the general report at this time, the 
certain circumstances of the pregnant women who accompanied Gahgabai to Purandhar, the 
utility of it to the ministerial cause, inclined many then to doubt the reality of this child, and
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the information since obtained by the Resident at Poona, the caution of die Ministers to conceal 
(hinged by surrounding her house with a strong wooden fence, together with .he mam 
vducVthe treats this reputed child in his late proposals tor pacific measures, give much

room to doubt the authenticity of the birth of Madliavrdv Nardyan. y  4 !

The causes ol the subsequent retreat of lUghoba to the country of Holkr-r, Ills junction v ,lh 
ttoikar ancl k d ia ,  together E h  all his tra ,« tto „s  and those of the
in the confederacy against him till the period of his mussing the p p t. and h.s uraro to». 1  
Poona, I find, are fully explained in the letters from Mr. } ostym, the uruuent th re to he he
Government at C alcu tta  from April to November 1774, and to them I thereforebe^U; .......
you for every necessary informal ion during that time.

From the divided state of the Ministerial party the doubtful mien of thosei. they, deenmd 
their allies, and the respectable force of R-ighoba, his success almost seemed infalljbh.. 1  6 
better to secure it. he, however, in the month of August, made overtures through ins Vakil to the 
Government of Bombay for a body of troops to 'assist him; his offers were then such, as con e 
riot bp *ireputed consistently with the plan laid down to them by.t/he lion bi.e company as tne 
o rand object of every military and political engagement, which Alley were unremitting y to-
pursue, and constantly to watch every opening afforded, by the p o l l e d  o h a ^
tt <>(>llld notbe brought to cede*either SMsette or Rassem; exclusive thqt he Biahmans have 
ever^ ^ I h i g n L  Mention to depress every growing power in the west o them dominions 
and have always beheld with particular jealousy the advancement of the English there, a point 
‘ c , is concerned in the preservation of these territories pit is the family property of the
Peshw&s acquired  by their famous ancestor Chimnaji Appa, and tjhe.only forts and countneji t ui 

were conquered by natives of Hindystdn from the Europeans. ;
It is not well known whether he had any just cause to suspect them or whether it ivas only 

an artifice of the Ministers, very'usual in this country, but it is said Raghoba intercepted, letters to 
H o t e  2 a  L i a ,  (therein they appeared to be bargaining for hie deeU-uctioo. 
be found means to quit their army, gave out that hp was -flying to Delhi but turned oil at Indui 
and joined Govindrdv Gaikaw&r, then before Baroda, who agreed to assist him with all hisMorce. 
Their combined army was then said to consist of forty thousand men. ;

Jlolkar and Sindia deeming Rdghoha’s affairs desperate by his late desertion, though! best 
+n pnter srriouslv into terms With the Ministers. A  new confederacy was then formed consisting 
of twelve persons, partly Brahman Ministers and Maratha Cheife, under the denomination of the 
■R4ri mJ o v  twelve brothers. The acknowledgment of Madhavrav iW y a m  tor whom they 
t wl‘ ~hHined from the TUja ! lie Sirpdv of Peshwa. and the total exclusion of Rnghoba from all 
shard in the Government was the basis of their agreements; their private stipulations were not

known. , 1 ' .
To form the better judgment of the force ahd expectations of the two parties, it may not 

amigst0. takc a slight view of the state of affairs'in the Maratha Empire at this period, and 01

the States around so far as they have any relation with them.:, * /

The Bhonsla is by far the most formidable of the Maratha Chiefs, /both by the extent of 
dominions and the goodness sad number of his troops. The late hijioji Bhonsla having no 

children had adopted his nephew Mghoji, the son of lusyounger brother Mudap Bhonsla this 
occasioned a warm dispute, between the surviving brothers Sabaji and Mudaji; the former 
S T , ,  ri«ht of Government as the elder brother, and the latter as father and guar-chan to 
+ 1 . 1  ted child. The Ministers had embraced the party of Sdbaji; and Riighoba, while in 
power 'that of Muddji, who partly for this reason and on account of Raghobd s adoption of



Am ruiriv was strongly in hrs interest. They at first each -afforded assistance to the different 
causes they espoused, but at this period their own affairs, it was thought, would frilly engage 
their, attention and compel them to remain neutral.

The Gflikawar, aMar&tha family, possessed the whole ,of the Gnjnrht country down to-Daman.
It was reduced from the Moguls by PtMji, grandfather of the present Gaikawhr, and was held for 
some time independent of the Poona Darbdr, but in the Government of Nana they compelled 
Damdji, the son of Pilaji, to yield them several places, part of the revenues, and to 
furnish a certain quota.'of troopers when wanted. The whole of. the revenue is estimated._ at 
about. 80 lakhs of rupees, and the Gdikaw&rs generally maintain a force of between twenty ahd 
thirty thousand horse. During the late disturbances at Poona tins family had been prevented, i 
from taking any active .part;by their own intestine divisions. On the one hand Fattesing was v  1 
in possession of the Government by orders from Poona, in the time of Madhavr&v having 
obtained it by high bribes to . the Ministers. On the other hand, Rdghoba,-on his accession, had 
granted this Government to Govindrdv,. the brother - of -Fattesing, who after various successes in 
the field, was then besieging his brother in his capital city of Baroda.

The two northern Jaghirdars,.Tu^ojt Hoikar and MaMdji Sindia, had indeed entered into the 
confederacy and were the great hopes ai\d support of it; but as they had till now studiously avoided 
interfering with either party, from the political, motive of profiting by the divisions among the 
Brahmans, the longer to withhold theiritribute, it was imagined they would never heartily 
endeavour at the total suppression of I\$ghdba.

Murirdv Gopdlrav, an old and experienced Mardtha, who possessed the Fort of Gutti with, a 
considerable district bordering on the Nizam’s country, seemed only attentive to secure himself 
in his Jaghir, without siding with either party.

The Nizam, whose,interest it especially is to; keep,the Poona Government divided and f t  
•depressed, had essentially profited by.tfie present feuds, l i e  had obtained'cession of forts and 
countries from both parties (with considerable sums1 of money from the Ministers) without show- 

' ing the least intention.effectually to assist either. • A.. (

Hyder, wh ose interests are in respect to the, Poona Government the. same as those of the 
Nizam, was also pleased to see the division among the Brahmans. He wa  ̂employed in reducing 
the forts for which he had the Saiiads from Ragoobp, to whom, if we may judge from his be
haviour, he seemed rather to incline. \

The reduction of the Boiiilla had left the Company fully at peace in evm-y part, nor was 
there the least appearance of any occasion f o r t h e  employment o f their troops in the east of 
Hindustan.

Such was the situation of affairs whoh the Peshwa Raghundthrdv applied to the' President 
and Council of Bombay for the assistance of a body of troops to join his army, then generally 
allowed to consist of about 40,000 horse, in order to reduce to obedience certain of his subjects 
leagued in a rebellious confederacy not only to deprive him of the Peshwaship, which was. his 
acknowledged right, but of every share of the Government of the Maratha Empire.

To form a proper judgment of the motives which guided the Government of Bombay at', 
this juncture it wall be.necessary to be acquainted with the views of the Hon hie Company in 
that settlement. ■

The safety and accessibleness of the harbour of Bombay at all seasons of the1 year, together 
with its vicinity to the Marathas, and particularly to one of the. passes through which the whole 
of the country above the Ghdts might be supplied with the articles of England, seem chiefly to



have engaged the attention of the Company in the acquisition of this island Their speculations 
were.'perfectly just, as woollen and the other staples of England are disposed- of at .Bombay ana 
the markets which it supplies to the amount of 14 lakhs annually.

Besides this, the convenience of the harbour lias "secured to the English, and to those who 
trade under their protection, almost the exclusive trade in Indian commodities with the country 
of the Marat hits, as well as in the cotton with which Bengal and China is supplied, the whole 
bringing in an annual profit of lakhs of rupees in customs to the Company.

The mfluence which the Company have in the Government of Surat not only enables them 
in a great measure to give a considerable check to the commerce of the European nations already 
established there, but if well exerted, to prevent any others from interfering, a power the more . 
valuable, as Surat'is next to Bombay, the chief mart for the vend of staples, the entire monopoly 
of which is their great and leading commercial view on the west side of India.

For a considerable time commerce alone engaged the attention of the Company of Bombay; 
but the construction of the docks and the excellent timber with the number of artificers readily 
procurable there, gave it a consequence in a military light. Nothing more need be said of this 
than, that the testimony of the Commanders of his Majesty’s squadrons, and indeed the utter 
impossibility of proper repairs elsewhere, serve to evince that to the docks at Bombay and̂  the 
ready assistance found there was chiefly owing our superiority at sea .in this .quarter of .the 

globe last war, „

Sensible of the importance of these objects and of the defenceless state in which Bombay 
v was, the Hon’ble the Court of Directors in the year 1768 sent out Colonel Campbell to inspect 

the state of the fortifications, with positive orders implicitly to follow his plan, and knowing also 
the inadequacy of our garrisons to the defence of the place they very considerably enlarged our 

military establishment.

Previous to this the expense of Bombay exceeded its revenues, but this great increase 
they were sensible must distress the Government,; therefore they mean to defray them, and. furnish 
their investments for' Europe and China. Knowing also that a territorial acquisition alone would 
furnish a revenue equal to the necessities of that settlement, they laid down a system for the at
tainment of one. This was the acquisition of Salsette and Bassein with the Maratha share of the 
revenues of Surat, which they imagined would complete their views; and this, I must again 
repeat, they urgently and especially enjoin us to embrace every opportunity to attain, and to this 
alone'to direct all our political and military operations, declaring it at the same time to be the 
utmost extent of their wishes on the west of India.

In the cessions stipulated for by the treaty with the Peshwa, the views of the Company 
have been completed beyond their hopes, as exclusive of the chief consideration— a revenue 
equal to its expenses and occasions— the commercial and military advantages of Bombay are most 

permanently secured to it.

On SMseite, Karanja and Bassein, Bombay may safely depend for provisions of all kinds, 
and possessing Bassein and its districts we ensure to ourselves a part of the timber necessary 
to our marine yard, the want of which would greatly distress our works there; that were this place 
to fall into an enemy’s hand, or any dispute with the M arthas to subsist in the time of a war 
with France, the docks which are now so material would be rendered almost useless for want 

of this indispensable article.
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In th e  districts ceded in the Gujarat country grow s the cotton for the Bengal market, which 
secures to  the English and those under their protection, the entire trade in this article, and of 
course to the’Company the whole customs on it.

Exclusive o f these actual advantages, we shall entirely preclude the D u tch , w ho'have lo n g  
been soliciting a settlement at Bassem, from  all rivalry with the Company in the trade to  the 
Maratha dom inions; besides preventing the dangerous -consequences' that m ight attend the 
neighbourhood of so . active and .enterprising a nation, w ho have never been known to let slip  ail 
opport unity of extending themselves, and should they at any time embrace ah 'opportunity to  g e t 
possession of Bassem with the means they would have to  distress ours, and carry on their own 
trade, i f  seems very  probable that but litt ’ vould be le ft  to  the E nglish  at Bom bay. This a c 
quisition also defeats the known and declared designs of the Portuguese and th e ,probable views o f 
the French, who, from  form er steps and their now sending so many ships to the west o f India, 
seem to incline also to, participate with us in the com m erce there.

The striking advantage of these possessions will I  trust be deemed w orthy of the most 
serious regard, when it is considered, that the maintenance o f Bom bay is necessary in the general . 
system  of the Company’s  affairs. From  an annual loss of above £150,000 sterling, a burthen 
upon your'Presidency, troublesome at best, bu t perhaps dangerous in the end b y  having to rem it 
specie, and all ch iefly  for a local advantage till then uncertain, B om bay would becom e a winning 
settlem ent of near eight lakhs, which w ill be a difference to the Com pany of £250 ,000  annually ; 
it would be in a state to  afford certain assistance o f all lands to a squadron in time o f war, 
secure the com m erce of the. west o f India in the English hands, and above all frustrate the great 
rivals o f the Company in their views of participating in our trade w ith the Maratha dominions, 
an ob ject alone o f .great importance, as on this trade depends their chief vend o f woollen and 
other staples of our native country.

Such were • the great and .leading motives, w hich induced the G overnm ent'of Bombay to 
engage with the Peshwa Raghunathrav. I t  seemed the very crisis wished for b y  the Company, 
an opportunity o f accom plishing the objects they had so strenuously .enjoined, them  ever to keep 
in view,, with honour, with justice and without the hazard of a general war with the whole Mara
tha Em pire. W  ith their special and repeated orders on this head before them unrepealed b y  the 
very letter which accompanied the new A ct, so far from  meaning a disregard to that A ct, or 
to the power with which it vests your H onour and Council, the Government o f Bom bay would 
have deemed themselves wanting in their conception of it, to the spirit o f the Legislature 
expressed in the words “  except in such cases as when the'said  President and Council respectfully 
shall have received special orders from the said United Company”  and m ost h igh ly  neglectful to 
their employers, had they so slumbered over their interests, as to  let pass by, unregarded this 
opportunity, perhaps the only .one that m ay ever offer again of establishing their affairs on the 
w est o f India on the footing they have so long sought to  place them. To have hesitated closing 
with the Peshwa, would .in effect have been the same as a plain refusal, for in the situation he then 
was, he must certainly have had recourse to  other assistance-; and from  the respectable footing 
in w hich the late increase of their military and total change of Government has placed them , 
would most probably have been to the Port uguese, who would gladly have cherished a stroke o f 
fortune, so unexpectedly co-operating in the very  view s to which all their late expenses and 
arrangements have solely tended, viz., the recovery o f  the provinces o f the North- - th e  grand 
ob ject o f their interest and honour ever since, the capture o f them in 1739 by Chimnaji A p p a ; 
and which they would certainly have now obtained had it  not been for  an interference equally 
tim ely and fortunate for the H on’ble Company,
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Besides these, other strong inducem ents w ere riot wanting to take the part they d id ; the 
reduction of Sdlsette without the consent of either party rendered it necessary to side with one, 
in order to  procure a degree o f t itle to the possession, and to  prevent the disagreeable alter
native of either endangering the safety of the settlement b y  relinquishing this conquest, or 
sustaining at some period a general war with the combined forces .of the Mardthas to maintain it.

A due attention to the safety and tranquillity of the Company’s possessions in the east of 
Hindustan was also no small moj.ive in these engagements. I t  was judged that should the suc
cess of the confederates at Poona end in the total depression of Raghoba, and (/nee g ive  
them leisure to advert to  other objects, the very first that would strike their attention would be 
to  enrich themselves b y  the collection  of the- Chauth in the name of their Sark-if ; in this all 
parties am ong the Marathas never fa il to concur. I  cannot pretend to say how far the Bengal 
provinces m ight be endangered, but from  the vicin ity of the Harnatak there seen is no doubt to 
their paying it a visit. They never want a pretence, and the reduction of Fanjore had given 
great jealousy at Poona, particularly to  the Mardtha Chiefs, as the Rdja oi Fanjore is related 
to their Raja. The safety  find tranquillity of the Company’s territories in the east would for 
these reasons be insured for a longer time by  n ot suffering' the ministerial confederacy to predo
minate. B y  the treaty with thegPeskw a this great ob ject i s f o r  ever accom plished as far 
as solemn engagements can bind, akd could circum stances adm it o f a general assertion at this 
period our success in thisf point m ight be still m ore perfect.

Induced b y  these several m otives the Governm ent of Bom bay concl uded a treaty with the 
vakil of Rdghoba. It was m uch to  be wished that their resources in m en and m oney had been 
more adequate to this undertaking, but trusting that the same sentiment would generally  p re 
vail of the policy and utility  o f tlieir engagements, the aid o f the other Presidencies was not 
doubted. A ccord ingly such troops as could possibly be spared embarked for  Surat, from  whence 
they were to  proceed to  form? a junction with the army o f Rdghoba, in the manner that circum 
stances on  tlieir arrival might point out to be most expedient., th e  capture of the capital, 
o f the Gaikawar would put the officers of Govindrdv in possession of the country , and direct th e  
march towards Poona w hich could then be done in  greater safety, as we should leave a country 
in alliance with us in our rear. \ - | • '

Haripant /  Fadkia, a Brahman, i n e  of the confederates, and Com m ander-in-Chief of the 
army, hearing of R aghoba’s intention to secure our aid, judged  no time was to be lost, and there
fore determ ined if possible to attack him, while they had yet. the superiority. H e accordingly 
directed hi/s march towards Baroda, which obliged Raghoba to raise the siege o f it, and retire 
to  the northward o f the Mahi, a river near Cambay. Fattesing Gaikawar joined the con 
federates, and being w ell acquainted with the country, led their army b y  short routes through 
passes and defiles, crossed the Mdhi, came unexpeteedly on the army o f Rdghoba, and attacked 

- the centre o f it where he was. A  smart action ensued, but a party of Arabs whom Rdghoba had 
got from  Govindrdv declining to  engage, he thought him self betrayed, quitted the field and 
narrowly escaped to Cam bay with about 1,000 horse. Ilis General. Mankoji Phaneria retreated 
with the best oi his troops and valuable effects to the F ort of Kapadvanj, about 50 kos from  
Cambay, as did Govindrdv and Khanderdv.

* ~ ' ' „
F rom  Cambay the Peshwa made the best o f  his way to  Surat, where our arm y found him.

The treaty agreed on by  his V ak il .was here ratified by him , and having received advice from  
his General and allies o f their safe retreat to  Kapadvanj, from  whence: they acquainted him 
that they  doubted not o f  effecting a junction w ith  the English troops, cou ld  they advance to Cam- 
bay, it was therefore determ ined our army should proceed there, as we could transport it by  sea,
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and were well assured o f its perfect security  5 -it a ccord ingly  arrived there the 18th M arch, and /  
though the ministerial arm y was at first [between us and our allies, ye t b y  a concerted, m otion  / 
the Com m ander-m -Chief having brought him self in a secure post, between the enem y and the 
Peshwd’s troops, a junction was happily form ed with them  the 19th. April.

The com bined army then consisted o f  35^000 horse and fo o t  belonging, to  R ig h ob a  an/j 
Govindrav, and 2,500 English troops: the arm y o f  the confederates had suffered a very m aterial 
reduction  o f '.their best troops b y  the desertion of M aM d ji^ in d ia , the Jagbirdar o f Ujjain, ow in g  
to  the  im politic avarice o f the  Brahmans, who deem ing Raghoba’s ruin certain on his late defeat, 
paid no further attention to their northern friends, but sent orders to  Haripant Fadkia to 
seize Mahadji Sindia and send him to Poona to  settle his accounts. The Maratha got in te lli
gen ce  o f this and knowing the true m eaning was to  fleece him, h e  decamped w ith about712 ,0 0 0  
o f the best horse in the arm y under pretence that troubles in his own Jaghfr called Mm there.

A s  soon as possible after the j unction, Colonel K eating the C om m ander-in-C hief o /o u r  forces, 
advanced, towards the enem y in order to  bring them  to  an engagem ent, but though som ething 
superior, they studiously avoided it, and fled before us at different tim es. A t  the Request o f  the 
Peshwa for som e particular reasons, our irm y  m oved  towards the North, hut Poona being our 
final object, as the Peshwa’s arrival there would bring matters to  a  conclusion, Colonel K eating 
was ordered n ot 'to be d iverted  from  it  by  any ob ject so rem ote from  his destination but with 
all expedition possible to d irect his m arch south wards.

D iscouraged by  the defection  o f so considerable a partisan as Sindia, b y  the doubts they 
were in regarding their other northern a lly  Holkar, b y  the du p licity  o f the N iz im ’s conduct, 
who notwithstanding their cessions had still declined advancing any /troops to  their assistance, 
by  the loss o f their ally SJbaji Bhonsla cut o ff by  his brother Mudaji, b y  their fears of 
several leading men who n ot only refused to join';the- con federacy but th ey  judged  w ould de
clare openly for Raghoba as he advanced to Poona, and knowing the utter im possibility they 
were in to resist should the engagem ents o f the E nglish  becom e general, from  these several 
m otives the Junto, at Poona, it is said, directed Haripant Fadkia at all events to risk an en
gagem ent w ith fis, at any rate their prospects could not be worse, and a fortunate success m ight 
g ive  a favourable turn to a negotiation  w hich  Sakhar&n Bapu and Nana Fadanavis w ere then 
meditating with the President and Council at B om bay, n

W hen the Peshwa was com pelled to fly, on the unfortunate surprisal o f h is army, he had 
only brought o ff w ith him  abojut six M khs of rupees in  jewels, .the rest o f his valuable effects 
were secured in the Fort o f D M r with M s fam ily. T hese six lakhs w ere insisted on as a pledge 
for  his engagem ents with th e  C om pany; he w anted to make a loan at Surat, but ow ing 
to  the uncertain state o f his affairs, the shroffs did not choose to  trust him, m erely on his own- 
security, and the President and Council cou ld  not in prudence engage the cred it o f the Company. 
F rom  this want o f m oney infinite distress su cceed ed ; and advantages w ere lost by  it  as it 
is w ell known the hired troops of India can never he brought to  engage w ithout some prospect 
o f immediate satisfaction. T he M inisters knew this, and were therefore m ore desirous to  com e 
to  action, before a turn to  his affairs m ight re lieve  him from  th is distress, which they were 
sensible would in  fact deprive him  o f  any great benefit from  his own troops, whatever their 
num ber m ight be.

A ccord ingly  on the 18th  o f May th ey  made dispositions to engage ; accounts have already 
been transmitted of this action  in which the confederates were d e fea ted ; and though by  som e un
fortunate accident on our side, and the inaction o f the Peshwa’s troops, it was not so com plete



victory as might.have been hoped for, yet it  sufficed to throw their troops into otter dis- 
couragement, and they never could be brought to face ns again, but suffered us quietly to pur
sue them through defensible passes arid defiles without opposition, till ofi the 7th o f June-we came 
up with their rear in crossing the Narbada, killed several people, obliged them to sink 
their cannon in the river, and many horses, camels, &c., were afterwards, found floating down with 
diem, Haripant Padkia having fled with the remains of the army entirely out of the Guja- 
rat Province.

T he approach o f the monsoon when it would be impossible for our troops to  march, forbade 
all thoughts of advancing further southward before the rains; not to  loose any tim e however it  
was determined by  the Colonel to avail him self of the remaining part of the fair season to. in 
duce Dubhoi, a fortified place situated between Broach and Baroda, where our army could 
winter, and on the opening o f the season be easily joined, from  Broach by  such reinforce
ments and supplies as m ight be sent from  Bombay and from thence march to reduce Baroda, 
should the negotiation then on foot between Fattening and the Peshwa fail to  secure us a friend
ly country in our rear. On the march of the army towards Poona, the reduction o f  Dubhoi 
was effected without loss, and with it concluded all our military operations in that campaign.

The engagements of Fattesing Gaikawar with the confederates seem to have been solely 
witii the views o f  preventing, the ravage and destruction o f his country, for even at the tim e 
he joined their army he made distant overtures to  B igheba. He knew that the interest which 
the late cessions gave the English in the welfare of Gujarat would protect it on their side, and 
his junction with the ministerial array secured it on the other. As soon therefore as the re
treat o f Haripant Fadkia confirmed his safety in that' quarter, he began to make serious 
overtures o f accommodation to Raghoba, who from the general face of things he judged must 
prevail, and in that case his Government must be for ever lost to him, as the former ; appoint
ment o f Govindniv and his firm  attachment to Raghoba left no doubt of his rival being estab
lished in the G&ikwar possessions. The better to ensure success he applied for the mediation 
of the English, to  whom he not only gave a confirmation of the grants engaged by  the Peshwa 
to be obtained from  the Gaikawar, but f  urther convenient cessions in perpetuity to the amount 
of about Its. 1,78,000 per annum. W ith Rdghobahe stipulated for the usual Chauth and aids due 
to the Poona Darbar, and. what was most convenient in  his present circumstances 26 Idkhs to 
be paid, in 60 days j the Peshwa having previously ratified with Govindrstv, a treaty of peace and 
alliance was finally concluded in the month of July last,

A t  sea the MardtMs made at first a formidable appearance, induced by  the hopes of 
making some rich captures. The officer at Gheria equipped a squadron consisting of -

1 Skip ... ... 46 guns
1  q0. ... ... 38 do. • 2 gailivaie of 9 guns.
1 do. ... ... 32 do. 8 do. from 2 to 4 besides.
2 do. ... ... 26 do. swivels.

This formidable fleet in appearance was met on the 2nd by the "R even ge”  and “ Bombay 
G rab "under the command o f  'Commodore John Moore. The Commodore immediately stood towards 
them  when their whole fleet bore away: He however singled out the Admiral’ s ship called the 
“  Samsher Jang ”  of 46 guns, and directed the “  Grab," being the best sailor, to  chase. The 
ship stood in for  the shore w ith a design to run her aground, but the “  Grab ”  came up with.her, 
and began engaging, which giving time to the Commodore to come up also, he kept up a smart 
fire for about tw o hours when she blew up, and was entirely destroyed with her Commander and 
m ost of her people.



| Proper convoys being given to the t e l e  going up and down tile Malabar Coast V e  met
| with no loss whatever at sea, except a small pilot sloop which was, surprised by two giilivats
I under the colours of the Siddhi of RAjdpur, our ally, not knowing,! at the time, of ou'rheih^ at 

war with the MardtMs. 1 .
i . , 1 1' ) 1 ')' b  ) i

As your Honour and'Council-'have desired' particular information regarding the se veral places 
ceded to us, I will conclude with the account of them at this period.

Ceded for ever by the treaty with the Peahwa:—
fealsetie with Earanja/Hog Island'and Canary... 0,50,000 
Bassem and its depenrleacies ... ... ',4,00,000
Olpad ... ... ... 3,50,000
Jambusar ... ... 4,00,000
Broach, the G-̂ ikawdr share ... ... 3,50,000
To bo paid auuually from Ankles'hvar ... 75,000

h K k 8| — - 19,25,000
Presented to the Company since, by BSglioba, and 

Fattening on the conolubion oftho treaty be
tween them, viz. Corial near Broach ... 50,000

Clukhli (Surat) ... ... ... 1,00,000
Variav (Surat) ... . .. ... 28,000 ‘

j A mod adjoining fco Broach .... ... 1,50,000
I . " : ' ------ ;-----3,28,000

Ceded for ever to,the Company ... ... ! ... 22,58,000

Made over by the Peshva for the payment of the subsidy, A'mod (since entirely, given up) 
and therefore the others Remain as a pledge for the payment of the subsidy.

A'mod ... ... ... ... 1,50,000
A'nkleslmr, the pargaxus. of, its Revenue ... 1,10,000 
HSnsot ... ” ... ... , ... 1,27,000
N.ersaul ... ... ... ... 1 ,00,000 _ S

, V; . ' 1 h   ̂ « — — 4,87,000

Prom the southward (port of Bassein to the point of Chaul, the land forms a deep bay, in,
■vvhie!? are, situated the islands of Sdlsette, Bombay,' Karanja, Hog Island, Elephanta and 
KAneri, Bombay is situated about 8  miles from the continent, and forms the harbour to which 
it gives its name.  ̂ :p A A  ;V'V a  \ ..

Siflsette lies north of Bombay, from which it is divided by a narrow channel of about half a 
mile in breadth; it is about 20 miles long and the same breadth on a medium. Its chief produce 
is rice, it is capable of much improvement, not being above two-thirds cultivated and great part 
of it is also breached by the sea. The fort of TMna commanding a fordable channel dividing 
Salsetre from the main, is about the middle of the eastern side of the island.

Karanja is a small island on the east of Bombay forming part of the eastern side of the 
harbour; its chief produce is also rice; it is at present worth about Its. 6,000 per annum and is 
capable of improvements. Elephanta is a small island valued at about Ks. 800 per annum. Hog 
Island and Kaneri are little more than barren rocks; the latter is in the mouth of the harbour.
Of all these (except Kaneri which was not worth reducing) we have possession and the regular 
sanads for them from the Peshwa. 
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/  * 1 ' f
Bassein is a peninsula formed by a large river on the north, by the sea on the west and 

by a'terge river which divides it from Salsette and. to which it gives its name, on the south' a rivule t 
which when filled makes it an island in the, time of the rains. It produces rice, many fruits and 
particularly fine sugarcane; and an extensive fort on the south commands the river. The district, 
of Bassein extends to Baida,paid! northward within 8  kos of Daman including Tdrdpirty Ma.. 
him, Arnala and some other towns situated on small rivers flowing from the Ghats. We hafre the 
sanads for Bassein and its districts, but as we had not sufficient force to reduce them, after 
the, departure of bur troops to the northward, and as conducting the Peshwa to Poona was 
the great object, which was to ensure us the peaceable attainment'of these places, It was hot 
thought prudent to delay that, or diminish our force by the previous reduction of them; they are 
not therefore in our possession as you imagined, but still in the hands of the ministerial party.

These are all our acquisitions to the southward of Surat, forming a continued chain with 
Bombay of about 8 6  miles from north to south; two additional battalions of sepoys will X 
imagine be sufficient to maintain the necessary posts, which being called in, on any apprehensions 
from the French, will be a considerable reinforcement to the standing army of Bombay.

/ i
From Bassein to Danse and the, rivers comes great part of the timber indispensably neces

sary for the ships. Siilsette, &c., with Bassein and its districts are only estimated at 7'2,lakhs, but 
under our Government they will I doubt not in a few years produce ten at least.

For all the cessions to the north stipulated by the treaty with the Peshwa we have not 
only the sanands, but absolute possession. The sanads for Corial, Chikhli and Yariav 
were just received by the very last accounts, and no doubt we had possession, soon after we were 
in possession of Amod, of all the places assigned for payment of the subsidy. , yj
t  { < i * *r ' > * (( y  / i 1 • i p i  | p  # i \ h

Olp&d, Yariav and Chikhli, lying contiguous to Surat, I  see no increase of expense 
will be requisite, on their account, except the necessary one for collection. 1

The cession of the Gffikawir share of the Broach revenue is only what is called the Chatith, 
collected from the same towns we did, so that this is all clear profit. Jarnbusar is a large 
commercial town near a river to which it gives its name ; from its vicinity to Broach very, few  
charges will be requisite, as the same garrison which defends the territory of the one will serve 
for the other. Am od is a large towh ; its districts and that of Corial are, all contiguous to 
Broach. From Ankleshvar when th| subsidy is paid, we have only to send a person to collect 
annually Ks. 75,000.

Ankleshvar, the first of the. parganas from which we are to reimburse ourselves for the 
stipulated subsidy, is between Surat and Broach, Hansot adjoins to our pargana of Oljjad. 
Nersaul is about 40 miles to the southward of Surat, situated on a river from which n great 
quantity of timber is exported. As it is from the net produce of these assignments that' j h b  

Company are to be paid, f fe  necessary charges of collection will be on account of the Peshwa.

Although these cessions are not literally the Maratha share of the Surat revenues, by 
which is to be understood those collected by the Peshwa, yet, as they generally answer the 
views of the Company, it was preferred accepting them for many reasons; different persons 
collect in many of the districts. Broach being reduced since the date of their orders, they 
could have no views nor interest in the districts ceded adjoining to it. But another still more 
forcible reason is, that in order to have completed the sum we had in view, the Peshwa must 
have -taken from the G&ikawir dominions, and, at that period it was very material to conciliate

-



the affections8 of that family, who may aim be made,useful allies to the Company, ^should you 
deem this a fit Junction to form a system for counteracting any future designs;of the; Poojya 
Darbar.

At the conclusion of the Treaty with Fattesing, the general aspect o l  affairs/was very 
flattering to the hopes of JJaghoba; he had already; experienced that with the greatest force 
they could ever hope to collect, the 'confederates had never dared to make a bold and determined 
stand against our army as it then was, although for want of pay his own troops had never been 
brought to act with any degree of efficacy. This army would have been increased after the rains 
by .Captain Kelly’s battalion of sepoys from Madras, which - from the experience and the activi
ty' of the Commander, the attention of his officers and tin excellent discipline the men were in. 
was judged by the military gentlemen tp.be but little inferior bn the field to Europeans. Add 
to this,the junction of Fattesing’s troops, and the effectual service that might now be expected 
from the PeshwiVs troops, when they found him enabled to satisfy their demands for arrears, 
it \vjAs natural to imagine the confederate army would not dare to face us. .The Gaikaw&r’s 
country, extending far on the road to Poona,' secured onr rear and provisions to the army. 
With this force alone, it might not be very rash to pronounce that we should have reached our 
destination during the course of thp ensuing campaign, had \ve received the requested rein- 
forci merit from Madras. It seems to rue there would not have been the least doubt of it.

To increase his hopes, by the latest accounts Mudaji whoylSy the death of bib brother 
Sifbaji now enjoyed undisturbed, possession of the Bhonsla dominions, was advancing with 
a y^fy  respectable force to his assistance, as was also Ismael Khan at the head of about 4,000 good 
.horse. Appaji Ganesh then in charge of Ahmedabad, was in treaty for the surrender of it to the 
Pelhwa, part of whose troops were gone to take possession of it, 'which w ien el looted would 
-have left him free from any enemy to the northward of the Narbada.

but above all the conduct of the Niz&n at this juncture,: most fortunately co-operated with 
ot/HPevents, to give ns a mcltt perfect assurance of-conducting our engagements with the-: ; 
Peshwa to a happy issue. It was perfectly.of a piece with that policy which had attentively 
watched every turn in the Mfratha affairs, to return what the Government had usurped from 
lj.hu in its prosperity, on tlie defeat.of their army, and the bad aspect of their aftuu». v\ hen 
the -Peshwa crossed the Nariada, the confederates w ho' would advance nothing of their own, 
thought to bribe the Nizdm to action by the coksion of the strong and important fortress of 

/ Davlatabad with Brahimpur, Assay, and some other districts formerly conquered by the Mara- 
theis. He accordingly'entered into a solemn engagement with them. They had actually 
evacuated Davlatabad, and Were withdrawing their troops from the other cessions; in point of 
territory it seems he had now got all he wanted, but judging that if the English entered 
generally and heartily into t|ie re-establishment of Raghoba his retaining it might he very 
doubtful, in order to'secure, himself more thoroughly, he applied to the north of Surat, to sound 
whether he could not compass his admission into the party of R&ghoba. His terms were the 
confirmation of all that the Ministers had ceded to him, for which the English were to 
I income 'guarantees, for this he offered to act against the Ministers with all his force consisting 
of b,0 0 0  sepoys and a train of artillery, which were to he further joined by 8 ,0 0 0  good horse 
of Mudaji Bhonsla, should the terms be accepted. Should the Nizam once be determined 
to act against them the confederates must lose all hopes, and there seems no reason to doubt 
that lie would, with the guarantee of the English to secure him in the stipulated cession, as 
without it;he would have little hopes of peaceably retaining them any -longer than just during 
the continuance of the present divisions. ►

Exclusive of this application to the English, the Nizffm had also sent Vakils to Raghoba 
with proposals of a general accommodation between all parties on the following plan. That



thigh oba. was to enjoy all the honors and sufficient revenues to support the dignity of the Pesbwa, 
but the /government to be carried on in the'name of his son Amrutr&v, and the .administration 
of affairs to h i with Moroba FadanaVis, all places stipulated to be ceded by the Minis
terial party to be confirmed to him by Rdghoba, and the confederates fully pardoned and 
secured in the possession of their fortunes and effects ; exclusive of the policy of it, which 
suffices to account for the conduct of the Nizam, it is imagined the death of Ruckun-ud-Dowla,' 
who was said to be deeply bribed by the Ministers, was partly the occasion of these overtures.

Far different frojn this flattering situation was the state* of the confederacy ; they had 
been deserted by Mahadji Sindia and Tukoji. Holkar, on whom rested their chief dependence, 
Narso Appa,. the Governor of Poona, a man well respected, was dead, Moroba, FadanavisJ a 
Minister of the first consideration, with several others, could not be brought to join the confeder
acy, and his influence was so high thatffbey dared not'm olest him even in Poona. Already 
some of their party by no means inconsiderable had quitted it ; such were Appaji Ganesh, the 
Governor of Ahmedabad, and Fattening (Mikawar, to whose knowledge and influence in the 
Gujardt country, they are solely indebted to the success they met with previous to. our junction 
with Raghoba, S&Mji Bhonsla, wiio had formerly been of great service to them, was dead. 
Always' doubtful of the Nizdm, the death of Ruckun-ud-Dowia now defeated all their hopes in 
that quarter* They know the utter impossibility of resisting the united efforts of the English ; 
add to this the jealousy entertained of the views and ambition of the confederacy made several 
dread their success almost as much as that of Raghoba. Such was the state of politics at Poona.

Their dependence on their army was nothing better. The Maratha Chiefs who had been 
brought to engage in the confederacy were given to Lope for supply of cost from the Ministers, 
but here again the Brahman avarice combated the general interest, for though. they have large 
sums of their own, yet no one being perfectly assured that any particular benefit would espe
cially accrue 'to himself by parting with it, constantly refused every application and referred to 
the treasures of the Sarkar, which being*only the temporary collections, were soon exhausted in 
subsidies to the Nizhni, Haripant Fadkia foreseeing the confusion this want of money 
would make, absolutely made .pacific overtures to the Peshwa at the head of his army when it 
was in Its most flourishing condition ; however fit the Mlanitlia troops may be for predatory 
incursions, strong reasons may be assigned why they will never willingly, be brought to act 
against an army with a well served artillery ; from these reasons, and from the. little prospect 
they had of plunder, the army of Haripant Fadkia very soon showed strong disinclination to 
serve, and having lost numbers of horse in the different attacks, we had made on them, the men 
now became clamorous on their leaders for arrears of pay, who again importuned .Haripant 
Fadkia. By the account of persons sent for intelligence and to watch his motions the. Minister 
had sent bills of fifteen lakhs of rupees, but the ..shroffs had'refused to answer them, from whence 
may justly be inferred they had not even in this situation advanced the amount. Haripant 
Fadkia had designed to winter to the northward in order to be at ljand to watch oar motions 
on the opening of the campaign, but his. troops had absolutely refused. .-By the last accounts 
he was at Indore in full march towards'Poona with between twenty and. thirty thousand men, 
horse and foot: in his way through Tukoji Holkar Js country they had'violent disputes regarding 
some money which. Fadkia demanded, but Holkar could not be induced to furnish; and under 
pretence that the death’ of Suja-ud-Dowla, and his third son being in arms, might render his 
presence absolutely necessary in his own Jagbrr, he drew off his troops from the confederacy.

iSakharam Bapu and Nana Fadanavis had sent two Vakils to treat of an accommodation, 
but from the indisposition of one of them, and afterwards of the Resident, they had not men
tioned their offers; and though it was rather wished to. secure to the Company the late cession by 
way of peace than of war,-,yet the precipitancy of dispensing with the President’s negotiation,
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I  it was thought, might have bespoken too great an eagerness on our parts, and an impolitic doubt 
f  of success in the undertaking we were then engaged*

Such, gentlemen, was the situation of the Peshwa on the receipt of your letter of the 31st 
May last. I leave you to judge how different from that desperate, friendless and forlorn state, 
you seemed to apprehend him in- Had you.but been pleased to signify to the Government of 
Bombay alone, your pacific determinations, there is no doubt but a general accommodation 
might soon have been effected, with honor and credit to the Company, and,ail the cessions and 
advantages secured to them, which are Stipulated for in the treaty with the Peshwa, as the 
terms of that treaty were never understood by either party to extend. further than our assist
ance to defeat the Ministerial Confederacy, and by conducting hjm to Poona to reinstate him 
in the Peshwaahip, whether this was effected by force or negotiation the Company were equally 
entitled to the several benefits which induced them to form these engagements.

But much do I fear, that whatever your future resolution may be in consequence of these 
my representations, the letter from the Hobble the Governor General to Sakhalin Bapu, and 
.f our positi ve orders to withdraw our troops from the Peshwa, will'utterly destroy all the fair 
hopes of success, which from circumstanced we had’ a right to conceive. Nothing can give a 
stronger idea of the unfavourable consequences which, may probably ensue than the triumphant 
insolence of the confederates, as expressed in their offers subsequent to the receipt of Governor 
Hastings’ .letter. Instead of permitting us to retain Srilsette and Bassein (the last of which 
I have observed is not in our possession), they demand Rdghoba to be delivered up to them, 
Salsette and other acquisitions to he restored, for which they will deign to reimburse our charges.
But a few days before I may venture safely to assert they would, have been glad to have 
compounded for the guaran tee of the English to the safety of their persons and property. It is 
not in their nature to conceive that;a spirit of justice dictated this apparent concession; they 
attribute it to fear or a conscious inability of performing our engagements.

As the Ministers will take every advantage of this circumstance, a n #  no doubt highly 
exaggerate it, 1 must confess myself at a loss to judge with precision what, consequences 
may ensue.. , i f  c ' < ‘ d

f  1 \
The first, that strikes .me is that Pattesing will fly off from all his engagements,\ retain such 

part of his 26 lakhs as are not paid, and refuse the Company quiet possession of; the several 
districts he had ceded to them ; by this means the Peshwa will lose all the dependence he had 
m GujarM; , for having been obliged in some, measure to disappoint Govindrsiv in his expectations 
on that province, in order more effectually to secure so important an object as having the whole 
Gaikawar family at his devotion, it is not to be doubted but that Govindrav, when he finds the 
Peshwa incapable of performing his late promise, will accommodate matters with his brother 
iattesing and . both decline any further interference. 1  U

By our desertion and that of the Galkawdr’s, and probably most of his troops for want of 
money, the Peshwa will really find himself for a time that forlorn and abandoned man which you, 
gentlemen, Imagined him to be. Whatever part he. may then take must be detrimental to the
interests of the Company in the west of: India, and perhaps dangerous to their possessions' 
m the east. J i

Ifhe embraces the offers of the Nizam, and is reinstated by his means, the Company must 
n° y forego all hopes and title to further possessions, but relinquishing Sdlsette, encounter 
a e difficulties and inconveniences of a Maratha war, which are by no means counterbalanced 
ay t e revenues, of that island. Exclusive of this, we shall lose about 12 lakhs which will he
roine ^ue fof arrears of subsidy; and as we shall have everything to expect from the just
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resentment of-Rdghoba, the’ commerce of the Company, and the English in general will be 
impeded if not totally interrupted by the discouragement which will be in his power to give With
out coming to an open rupture.

The same consequences will ensue should he throw himself on the protection of Hyder 
Alii with the additional disadvantage of increasing the power of a man who has so mortal and 
declared an aversion to the Company and their allies; and his open partiality to and encouragement 
of their declared rivals render every accession of country or connection the just object of our 
jealousy. Hyder has already assisted him of kite with money, and no doubt would willingly . 
undertake his cause for much,smaller concessions than have been made a> u s : with 30,00.0 hoi sc, 
a body of well disciplined infantry a good artillery served by about 000 Europeans, he is lately 
said to have agreed for those with the Dutch; this force, joined to the allies of lUghoba, would 
be irresistible by the confederates, and then it rests with you, gentlemen, to determine, with 
the combined armies of Hyder and the Peshwa,- in what safety would be..our possession in the
Karnatak.

His other resources are in his -.ancient ally Mudaj< Bhonslaj in t.lolkar and Sindia 
always inclined tp his party and now utterly discontented with the contt delates, in Moroba 
Fadanavis and: his party arid even in Uaripant Fadlna whose treatment by the Poona Junto 
has led him to make frequent overtures. to Ragboba: all which equally deprive ns of the 
advantage of ike. stipulated cessions, and are pregnant with dangers to , the Hon’ble Company's 
settlements.

But there is another object/ gentlemen, on which 1 would wish to fix your serious attention : 
it is the sabred honor of.the English nation and the Company,-'and'that firm reliance which 
their hitherto taiviolated faith has given all the powers nround on our word and engagements.
It is /well known that among the princes of Hindustan the violation of the inost solemn com
pacts enters into the common course- of business,-therefore they are lightly.formed and little 
relied on. Fa/different with the English ; they .have beheld them backward to engage, and 
making no treaties but with the most deliberate consideration ; but then they have ever found 
them steadfast to their word, and of faith inviolable. The Maratbas have beheld us in the 

/  very Zenith of their formidable power, with not half our present force, bid defiance to all their 
threats and boldly oppose ourselves in aid o f  an inconsiderable ally. After a two years'siege, 
we hoisted our colours on Janjira which they were on the point of reducing ; they admired our 
good faith and respected our resolution by withdrawing their- troops though not without 
murmurs and. strong discontent. j

In what light then will they regard our desertion of Ragboba, after the solemn treaty so 
publicly entered into with h im ; for whatever errors there may be in the conduct of the ’Govern
ment of Bombay, the application of the'Nizam, of- the Gaikawar, and the. behaviour of all the 
neighbouring powers strongly"-bespeak - their idea of the. force and solemnity of the engagements 

1 oi the English, They can. hardly ever fie brought to comprehend the nature of that limited and 
discretional power, the exact explanation of which can. alone ol-ear the Prescient and Council of 
Bom bay ;in-their minds of an unworthy and intended fraud in forming engagements they must 
know were invalid; by this, and by the public manner in which you have proclaimed their depend
ence, I  am afraid that the requisite respect and opinion of their authority, which are necessary in 
the common conduct of their affairs, will he totally destroyed * and should they lose this, oppor
tunity of accomplishing the views of the Company in-the -west of India, we buay for ever bid 
adieu to all hopes of it, howmuchsoever the 1  Directors may recommend a coplmuanee of our 
attention to them ; for it is. only by availing ourselves of such circumstances as mjust be embraced 
the moment they present themselves, that I foresee any probability oi bringing / matters to the
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j.., i;cai';i tdev were previous to the receipt, of your orders of the 31st of May. The lotor-tiou 
of the legislature in the clause of exception before quoted, will, I apprehend, be utterly •

, frustrated.0  Who again will ever apply to us ? ; : They must; be sensible the whole face of things 
may be changed before your consent can be obtained.

Exclusive of our breach of faith with,the Peshwa, which would be rendered doubly 
glaring by espousing the man who was the notorious contriver and conductor of the plot 
against Narayanrdv, with which vthe’ confederates now afl&ct to stigmatize the character of 
Rdghoba; exclusive of this there appears to hie many strong objections aghinst acknowledging 
the administration of Sakharam Bdpu and thefoona Junto. Sakharam has always shown himkelf 
the-determined enemy of the Company. Beatles that dread and jealousy of their advancement' 
in the west of India, common to every MaijftMk who has a just sense of the interests of their 
Governnignt, another good reason may be as signed jordt y whether it was from the poverty v of 
his parents, or that the duties of the men id  csrayky lie was brought up in, prevented him frog), 
giving the necessary application, but unfortunately he does ruff possess the requisite advantages 
of'education, scarcely being able to read or w rite; this necessarily, when he came to the charge \ 1 

of affairs, compelled him to repose a confidence in some person who could read and write,
His confidant is one Tkljipsnt Leie, a Brahman, who having long been Supreme Governor of 
Konkaii, in which are Saisette and Bassein and its districts, and knowing the views of the Company, 
has ever opposed with all his influence, the least favourable inclination in the Darbar at Poona 
to comply with them. He has ever fomented, disturbances and jealousies between us. Being a 
man of intrigue and ability he is said to have great weight with Sakhalin, and as he is from 
interest deeply concerned in preventing £ur acquisition of these places,, 1  imagine that should we , 
utterly abandon Raghoba, and the confederates; perceive his other resc.ources lively to fail bon, 
whatever they may promise us at first should they at length have no fears from him, they will 
never acquiesce in any of the cessions made by the 1 eshwa. Indeed rheii offers before men
tioned sufficiently bespeak their intentions. I leave you, gentlemen, to judge what will be the * j 
sentiment of ffur hofiTJe employers on this occasion, after such a-sacrifice of men, money 
honour and national faith, to become the contempt and ridicule of the power in the west of India.

Bad and disgraceful as this may be, it appears to me yet trifling to the serious consequence 
that mav ensue to their territories in the east, on the undisturbed possession of which the 
very existence,of the Company depends., I hold it as a political maxim that’ all the powers in 
India are interested in the continuance of the Brahman Government: the jealousy which from 
various causes ever subsists between the Maraliw Chiefs and the Btfsthmans will prevent that 
union of the whole empire, which must be most formidable to the rest of India. The sur
prising rapidity with which they overran almost the whole dominions of;.^he Mogal, the 
numerous armies, they sent forth to all quarters, and. the bravery of the Kajputs, under thc.ii 
own Raja, and ied forth by Chiefs of their own caste, are sufficient circumstances to make us 
deprecate their reunion. Should the administration continue in the hands ot the confedmated 
BrJhmans, what with their ofvn dominion and other circumstances, it seems, to me very pro
bable that some of the Maritha Chiefs will expel them from, the Government,, and either 
re-establish the; JUja or reign themselves. ’"Mudaji Bhonsla. whose bravery, policy, and daring- 
character are well known aijitd dreaded, was suspected; of this design. Disencumbered from his  ̂
brother Slbaji, he may perhaps turn his thoughts to effecting it. Should such an event take 
place and the whole ]>owcr of the empire be collected in one. hand, what prospect of a lasting 
tranquillity can there be .o the other States of India ? The Government o| a Pfeshwa, under
proper checks and limitations of power,--seemsto me theon ly  certain way to avert this evil. •
And should this object be deemed worthy your attention, I apprehend the present, crisis to be
fittest that may ever agaiij offer for effecting it, ( ,f.
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I have thus, gentlemen, as fully and as clearly as In my power explained to you, tlie rise, pro- 
oress and present state of undertaking with the Jffe&wa Raghunathriiv. . On one hand you m  
perceive the interests of the Company and the tynor of the English, nation deeply concerned _m 
fulfilling our engagements, ; on the other hand y o i may judge of the detriment, danger aim < is- 
honour attending the utter abandoning of them! I am happy to perceive that the genera 
manner in which the letter from the Hon’hie the Governor General to Sakhalin Bdpu is 
worded, by implying you unacquainted with th| nature o f our previous acknowledgment of 
Baghoba as Peshwa, .on which is founded the equjly of our late treaty, reserves as yet unviolate 
the honor and good faith of the Company, and haves you free in the choice of measures. I do 
therefore most solemnly entreat you in the -name|)f the Government of Bombay to warrant am 
assist them to fulfil their engagements with tte; Peshwa., as m their opinions and m mine on 
the most mature consideration, this appears h  \k the only safe and honorable expedient at thm 
juncture, and is perhaps the m l?  opportunity Ihfct may ever offer again oi accomplishing the 
several important objects before explained to, you, and establishing the affairs of the Company on 
that system in the wesi of India which they have so frequently and strenuously recommended.

But whatever may be your intentions I must earnestly recommend to you, gentlemen, 
instantly to revoke your orders for withdrawing our army from .Raghoba. This may prevent 
the effects to which they are immediately liable, by keeping, all parties m suspense till your 
final determination is known; and whether yon may be led to terminate this affair by arms or 
negotiation it is equally important to your success, and pardon me if 1  add, to your national 
reputation not to utterly abandon him. The desertion of all his allies would be the infallible 
consequence of ours, and his death most probably* of both, which the. world judging on y  >y 
appearances would lay to our charge. In a word, gentlemen, whatever judgment you may enter- 
tain of the original measures this seems to me to be no longer the proper object of your con
sideration. If we have unnecessarily engaged m a war, to winch we had no just provocation, 
yet its continuance is now become necessary to our safety, for the recall of our army wi 1 no 
onlv throw us at the mercy of a perfidious enemy who will not iail to take the bases. ad
vantage of our weakness, but it will cut off all our hopes of future resources by so dreadful 
an example held out to those whose alliance we may hereafter find it necessary to solicit. It 
voij sutmose that we have violated former treaties, and,any,neutrality which the Company may 
have recommended to be maintained with the Maratha State by the treaty lately formed with 
Righoba, permit me to say that we have the plea of those very engagements to justify us m the 

art we fiave jaken with the only legal or known representative of the Maratha nation, and that 
bavin0" executed a new treaty with him in all its forms, we have pledged the nation s faith and 
honour to the performance of it. The Government of Bombay alone is responsible, and willingly 
lakes upon itself the responsibility for the past and for the future. It is our duty to set before you 
the alternative which we kno w depends on your resolu tions. On the one hand we are convince- 
that conquest and honor, the acquisition of revenues and an influence in the first state ot India, win 
he the issue pf the enterprise which we have happily prosecuted to'this time, if we are allowed 
, 0  arry it to a conclusion : on the other hand weakness, disgrace and ruin will inevitably follow 
the retreat of our forces, unless an accommodation shall have first taken place, by which the 
interests of each party shall have been secured and their safety effectually guarded against all 
future claims and hostilities.

I have, &c.,
W. TAYLOR,

Calcutta, 9th October 1773,
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L etter  fro m  the,' Governor G e^ erai, and C ovactr, to IV. T at lo r .

g.t,— After duly considering the representations which you have been pleased to deliver t|
* well as the several 'informations'; which you have communicated, respecting the nature, m otive! 

o u objects of the engagement^’ of tljie Bombay Presidency with Raghoba and the* present state o l  , 
t'\e Maratha Government at Pdona, we have for the present to acquaint you that v/e are confirmed!
<:h our opinion of the expediency of the Company’s troops being immediately re called from the ! 
service of Kighoba into their own garrison. Our orders for this purpose will therefore remain , 
in force. ' "  ' { Yd : Y ' ! «

But as you seemed to understand, by the proposition which you urged at faking leave’ o f 
the Board, that our directions implied, the recall of the Company’s troops to Bombay, we think, it 
necessary to explain our meaning to have been that it sjhould remain at the option of the Pres?.-, 
dent and Council of Bombay to withdraw thfem into such of their garrisons, and distribute them 
as they might see fit for the protection of the Company’  ̂ possessions including f&lsette.

We are, &c.,
|  'I | WARREN HASTINGS. '

i 1 E. BARWELL.
P FRANCIS.

Fort .William, 9th October 177o.
■* v .Y  - — — 7------ -------------------,

To •' W B a f g l /
?Lieutenant-Colonel U P TO N .

S ir ,— Having thought it necessary to depute you to Poona, the Capital of the Maratha State, 
ivith powers to act on' behalf of this Government in.settling with the Peshwa or Acting Minister of 
that nation, the terms for a restoration of peace with the Government of Bombay, we direct that 
you proceed thither with all despatch and attend to., the following instructions:—

1st,— On your arrival at Poona you will deliver the credentials herewith given you unto 
Sakhardm Blip a, or the Peshwa, or Acting Minister for the time being, and take the first opportunity 
of expressing to him the regret of this Government for the hostile ^ a s  tires which have been 
adopted by the, President and Council of Bombay in. concurrence witlf jft&ghoba; you will inform 
him that we entirely disapprove of the treaty they have entered into with him, which was done 
without any authority from us, that oujr only desire is now to re-establish that peace which has 
been infringed by the Presidency of Bombay, and to live in amity and union with the Mardtha 
nation, _ - , ( |g| 1$  I

2nd.— You will use your endeavours to obtain a cession of the Islands of Salsette and Bassein 
to the Company with the other conquered islands, that is Karanja, Kaneri, Elephanta and Hog 
Islands. You will represent the intentions of the Portuguese to have seized these Islands, arid 
that a naval force had actually arrived at Goa for this purpose; that the Government of Bombay 
possessed themselves of them as soon as they were informed of this intention without the least 
degree of enmity to the Maratha Government, but merely to frustrate the designs of the Por
tuguese which have since -proved evident in this respect, they having formally protested against 
our proceedings and asserted an old claim to the possession of the above places. I,t might be 
further urged that the Portuguese will continue to keep a watchful eye upon them, but their 
Court being at peace with the English nation they would not pretend to set on foot any expedi-
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Hob against them while they continue hi our harnfs, ami if they should be given up ag.\ tjie 
HaratMs, the Portuguese would not fail to take the first occasion of making an attain. npon 
lilrein, and either overpower the garrisons usually stationed for their-defence or make it net 
iiary to maintain /in them such a force in constant pay as the revenues could by no means affe^

,t'o support. | /  . "■ I  s||'
3 r<y.__lx there is any foundation f(.r the intelligence which we have lately received, and

which we believe to be authentic, of some signal advantages which have been gained by Rdghoba 
Over the ministerial army, we apprehend you may be able to obtain the cessions oi Sdlsette and 
Bassein with tlie other conquered islands . without much difficulty, and in this case you may also 
have it in your-power to gain more substantial advantages to be. yielded to the Company; your 
J X(, object must therefore be to obtain *4 formal surrender of the moiety held by the MaratMs 
„£ the revenue M the town mid pargana'of Broach, but vf:e must leave these and other points 
Which you may lie able to secure for Hub interests of the Company to your discretion, and you 
Will propose tiieijh or not, as you see orloasion from the Court, the event ot the operations of 
ftdghoba and the! inclination of the Ministers to a pacification; if any offers shall have been made 
before your arrival by the Ministerialfparty to the Government of Bombay it is unnecessary to 
recommend to you to invest on'them |f they should be  to the advantage of the Company,

__Although we do not mean to insist absolutely upon all these concessions if, manilesi.
Advantage should have been gained a,gainst the Company’s arms, yet we are determined on no 
account to relinquish the possession of Salsette and Bassein, therefore should the Peshwa hold 
outji against yielding them to the Company, you are at no rate to agree to restore them, declaring 
to them if necessary, that the matter) having been referred to the Hon’ble the Court of Directors 
it is1: impossible to relinquish these,-places without their express permission, and you are to 

. advise us immediately of what has; passed.
Althoueh we have thought it necessary to disapprove of the measures of the President 

and Council of Bombay in entering into the treaty with Raghoba, and have ordered' them to 
withdraw their assistance from him, y4t we think it consistent with the honor of the nation 
and this Government, to endeavour /to stipulate some conditions for him with his adversaries. 
What these should be must depend on the circumstances in which you may find him on your 
arrival. We must therefore leave this chiefly to your discretion, and only direct in general, that 
in whatever treaty you *ngy negotiate with, the Marjithas you will endeavour to include 
Raghoba, and make such 0 ms for him as in his actual situation it may appear to you reasonable 
to expect, and whihk/may not frustrate the immediate objects of your negotiations.

We enclose the translation of a letter which the Governor General has lately written to 
Sakhar&m Bapu, 'ok the subject of our intentions to deputy a person to the Maratha Court, also 
a copy of the treaty entered into by the Presidency of .Bombay with Raghoba, as they may 
serve as a guide to you in your negotiations.

WARREN HASTINGS.

R. HARWELL.
P. FRANCIS.

' •  ' ' ;Fort William, filst June 1775.

; AvW ! ' : ■ ■ ; :0aa--,
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'*i\ i u ist rudi ^  n ■ . I < .

-Sip.—W e think it *| g lve y o«th e . foUowin^nstructUrus in addition to your former, and 
require you to pay M  due attention to them ito ^altering upon' your negotiation at Poona,

As the o f Areo^i is a particular friend ahd ally of the English, and as his intentions 
may be affect*** by any treaty that you conclude with the Ma attha Government, we direct that 
you make the Maratha Child: acquainted with the union that subsists between him and the Com 
pany, and insist on including him in the treaty in aft express sirticle to the M o w in g  e ffe ct ; that 
the Nabab Wallah Jah. BahMur, Nahab of the Earnatak, havin|g been f«r  a consider,hie course o f  1 \ 
years united to the English Company by the strongest ties of Offend,ship and alliance, and the 
Company having ever considered his enemies as their enemies, and his friends as their friends, 
it is agreed that the Maratha Chiefs likewise shall hereafter regajrd him  as their friend, and his 
enemies'-as their enemies, *

. A t the- same time, we are to acquaint you that we have desired-the N aM b of A rcot if there 
are any particular articles which he wishes to. have stipulated for him, to state these articles to 
m, assuring him that we would t\tke them into consideration, and g ive  you  such further orders -, ...» 
respecting them  as shall be compatible with the other objects which we have in view, in con
cluding the treaty o f peace with the Manithas.

We have further to direct that whatever treaty you enter into with the Maratha State, you 
require that it be signed by all the Chiefs collectively and individually, and that you insist on this 
as a point from which you cannot depart.

A  duplicate of this letter will lie’.delivered to you by. the NaMb of Ascot's Vakil at Poona, \ 
with whom you will consult upon anything which he may have to propose for his master’s \  
interest, and attend to his representations, as far as may be consistent with the general tenor \  
of your instructions. / \ \

W e enclose fo r  your information' copy o f a treaty which was executed, between -the Pre- 
' sidency o f Bombay and the Mardtha Government on the 12th October 1756.

’ " - W e are, &c.,
Fort William, 16th August 1775. WARBEN HASTINGS'.

i f  — .....~ ....~.. ...............  \  ' '

L etter  from  the Governor G eneral and C ouncil, F ort William, to the G overnor and C ouncil, B om bay.

Gentlemen,—-'We have just received your letters of the 13th July arid 6th A ugust; that of: 
the 24th June had before reached us.

The last advices which you acknowledge the receipt of from  us being dated the 8th March, 
we take this opportunity of transmitting you copies of all our letters since that date, to your 
Presidency.

* The sense we entertain o f your engagements with Rdghoba and the whole of your conduct 
in. respect to your transactions with him cannot m ore fu lly appear than from the tenor of those 
letters.
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We are very sorry to find ‘the truth of our*Conjectures as ^  the consequence ol this 
enghgemenR that the whole W o n  of inexpen sive  war undertow by you in suppiH ot 
M ghoM ’ 8 claim to the Peshw dshijW  iallex'i upon yourselves, an<̂  that u  dependence can he
placed on the assistance of his troops,
’ We have been »  particularly enjoined by the Court of W M  
tion of peace in general, with tfoe com try powers throughout India, that wo thought it 
necessary in our letter of the 81st May to give you positive orders U> recall yom avmy turn 
lid io h a  10  yom* "own garrisons, m whatever state your affairs m igft be, unless then safety 
m-nht be endangered by an instant retreat. We hope you have acted m conformity thereto; 
if not we now repeat those directions, judging it more particularly requisite at t h i s 1 

tn e a r l  that RJhoba is not able to fulfil his part of the, treaty, and we require you to confine

the revenue of Broach given up by Fattening, in the beat mama.i you ,m »  o. , ,
have also instructed our Minister at Poona to securp if possible by the treaty with that Mat..

We cannot consequently grant our consent to any further reinforcement ol troo^ bemg 
sent to join you from this side of India, and have therefore forbade the Council at I art *A- 
Georee to comply with Jour request for 300 - Europeans and 2 ' battalions of sepoys. Another 
t a i n  w rich 1 as weioil wMlr-us against supplying you with troops is that having appointed | 

U t o »  to prooecd-to Poona to negotiate a treaty of peace with the M a 
terial party there, he t i l l  most' probably arrive and open the business of his mission to that ■ 
tn irt before-any reinforcement of troops could be brought to operate with your army, even 
sunnosin »• they should still remain in their quarters at Dubhoi. The junction ol frcA  troop 

■ inhdit he alarmin'01, to the Mardthds, and appear contrary to good faith at a tim ewe are treating 
m neace We h L  the greatest reason to hope that Colonel Upton will find the Ministry in- , 

dined to listen to his proposals for an accommodation, especially if they reflect on the justice and 
moderation of this Government in the part it has taken, and discover by this that, it is our wish 
S X o n  th promote a general pacification. Colonel Upton will no doubt under these 
circumstances effect an honorable peace for the British nation, and upon terms of security to 
the Company’s possessions in India.

We have agreed to furnish you to the amount of 20 MMis of rupees m the course of tlic 
nresent year commencing the first of May last, in which, we include the drafts accepted from, 
lour Presidency and Surat since that date, and we authorize you to continue drawing upon us 
for such sums as you may be able to obtain at the most reasonable exchange m your power to
that extent. We are, &c.,

WARREN HASTINGS.
J. CLAVERING.
G. MOMSON.
R. BARWELL,
P. FRANCIS.

p OTt William, 7th February 1775,
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