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BOOK IV.

PROM THE ESTABLISHMENT, ON LEGISLATIVE AUTHORITY,
OF ONE EXCLUSIVE COMPANY, IN THE YEAR 1708, TIIL
THE CHANGE IN THE CONSIITUTION OF THE COMPANY,
BY THE ACT OF 131H GEO. III. IN 1773,

CHAPTER L.

The Constitution of the East India Company, its practical
Arrangements for the Conduct of Business, and Transac-
tions till the Conclusion of the War with France by the
Treaty of Aiw-la-Chapelle.

WHEN the competitors for Indian commeree wera united BOOK 1V.
into one corporate body, and the privilege of exclusive omar. 1.

trade was founded on legislative authority, the business of ————
the East India Company became regular and uniform, 1708
Their capital, composed of the shares of the subscribers,

was a fixed and definite sum. Of the modos. of dealing,

adapted to the nature of $he business, ?itt.lo information
remained to be acquired. Their proceedings were reduced

to an established routine, or a series of operations periodi-

cally recurring, A general deseription, therefore; of the

plan upon which the Company conducted themselves,

and a statement of its principal results, appear to com-

prehend every thing which falls within the design of g

history of that commercial body, during & period of several

years, | { :

VOL. 111, B
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When a number of individuals unite themselves in any
CHAP.I. common interest, reason suggests, that they themselves
should manage as much as it is convenient for them to
manage ; and that they should make choice of persons t0
execute for them such parts of the business as cannot be
conveniently transacted by themselves.

It was upon this prineiple, that the adventurers in the
trade to India originally framed the constitution of their
Company. They met in assemblies, which were called
Courts of Proprietors, and transacted certain parts of the
common business ; and they chose & certain number of
persons belonging to their own body, and who were called
Committees,) to manage, for them, other parts of the
business, which they could not so well perform themselves.
The whole of the managing business, therefore; or the
wholo of the government, was in the hands of,—

1st. The Proprietors, assembled in general court ;

2ndly. The Committees, called afterwards the Directors,
assembled in their special courts,

At the time of the award of the Earl of Godolphin, power
was distributed between these assemblies according to the
following plan ; :

To linve a vobe in the Court of Proprietors, that is, any
sharo in its power, it was necessary to Lo the owner of
£500 of the Company’s stock : and no additional share,
contrary to a more early regulation, gave any advantage, or
more to any proprietor than & gingle vote,

The directors were twenty-four in number; no person
wes competent to be chosen as a Director who possessed
less than £2,000 of the Company’s stock ; and, of these
Directors, one was Chairman, and another Deputy-Chair-
man; presiding in the Courts.

The Directors were cliosen annually by the Praprietors
in their General Court ; aud no Director eould serve for
more than a year, except by re-election.

Tour Courts of Proprietors, or General Courts, were hield
regularly in esch year, in the months of December, March,
June; and September, respeotively ; the Directors might
swmmon Courts at other times, as often as they saw cauge,
] and wero bound to swemon Courts within ton days, upon

V Commitiees; 1.0, pernons fo whom something is committed, or intristed..



% requisition signed by anynine of the Proprietors, qualified B
The Courts of Directors, of whomn thirteen were requi-

site to constitute & Court, were held by appointment of
the Directors themselyes, as often, and at such times and

places, as they might deem expedient for the despatech of
affairg .

According to this constitution, the supreme power was
vested in the Court of Proprietors. TIn the first place they .
held the legislative power entire : all laws and regulations,
all determinations of dividend, all grants of money, were
made by the Court of Proprictors. To act under their or«
dinances; and manage the business of routine, was the
department veserved for the Court of Directors. - In the
second place, the supreme power was securved to the Court
of Proprietors, by the important power of displacing,
annually, the persons whom they chose to act in their
behalf, {

In this constitution, if the Conrt of Proprietors be re-
garded as representing the general body of the people, the
Court of Directors as representing an aristocratical senate,
and the Chairman as representing the sovereign, we have
an image of the British constitution ; a system in which
the forms of the different species of government, the mo-
navchical, aristocratical, and democratical; are mixed and
combined,

“In the constitution, however, of the Easp India Com-
pany, the power allotted to the democratioal pact was =
great, that o small portion muy soom to have been reservod
to the othor two. %ﬁ only were the oovumty, and the
aristocraey, both elective, bub thoy were elocted from year
to year : that i, were in a ktete of complete dependence
upon the democratical part, This was nob all: no deerces,
but those of the democrany, were binding, ab least in the
1ast resort ; the aristoeragy, therefore, and monarehy, were

Tioois ond subject, Under the common impression
subordinate, and subject. ) ) e
of democratic ambition, irregularity, and yiolence, it might
be concluded, that the democratic assemably would grasp
at the whole of the power ; Would constrain and disturh
the proveedings of the Cheirman and Directers ; would

1 Letters: Patent, 10 Will. 111, Collection of Charters, ete.

3- N
K 1V

CUAP, I.

1708,
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. deliberate with violence ‘and animosity; and exhibib all
cuar. 1. confusion, precipitation, and imprudence, which are SO
———— commonly ascribed to the exercise of popular power.

1708, The actual result is extremely different from what the
common modes of reasoning incite common minds to infer.
Notwithstanding the power which, by the theory of the
constitution, was thus reserved to the popular parts of the
system, all power has centred in the Court of Directors ;
and the government of the Company has been an oligarchy,
in fact. So far from meddling too much, the Court of Pro-
prietors have not attended to the common affairs even
sufficiently for the business of inspection ; and the known
Pprinciples of human nature abundantly secured that unfor-
tunate result. To watch, to scrutinize, to inquire, is labour ;
and labour is pain. To confide, to take for granted that all
is well, is easy, is exempt from trouble, and, to the great
mass of mankind, comparatively delightful. On all ordinary
oceasions, on all occasions which present not a powerful
motive to action, the great mass of mankind are sure to
be led by the soft and agreeablo feeling. And if they who
act have only sufficient prudence toavoid those ocourrences
which are celeulated to rouse the people on aceount of whom
they act, the people will allow them abundant scope to
manage the common concerns in a way conformable to
their own liking and advantage. It is thus that all consti-
tutions, however democratically formed, have a tendency
to become oligarchical in practice. By the numerous body
who constitute the democracy, the objects of ambition are
beheld at so great a distance, and the competition for them
ig shared with so great a number, that in general they make
but a feeble impression upon their minds ; the small num-
ber, on the other hand, intrusted with the managementy
feel so immediately the advantages, and their affections
are 50 powerfully engaged by the presence, of their olject,
that they easily concentrate their views, and point their
onergies with perfect constancy in the selfish direction.
The apathy and inattention of the people, on the one hand,
and the interested activity of the rulers on the other, are
two powers, the action of which may always be counted
upon ; nor hag the art of government as yet exemplified,
however the seience may or may not have discovered, any



OF CONDUCTING THE COMPANY.

4

y-be prevented.! ;

For conducting the affairs of the Company, the Directors
divided themselves into parties called Committees ; and
the business into as many separate shares.:

The first was the Committee of Correspondence, of which
the business was more confidential, as well as extensive,
than that of any of the rest. Its duties were, to study the
advices from India, and to prepare answers for the inspee-
tion of the Court of Directors: to report upon the number
of ships expedient for the trade of the season, and the
stations proper for eath: to report upon the number of
seryants, eivil and military, in the different stations
abroad ; on the demand for alterations, and the applica~
tions made for leave of absence, or leave to return : all
complaints of grievances, and all pecuniary demands on
the Company, were decided upon, in the first instance, by
this Committee, which nominated to all places, in the trea-
sury, and in the sceretary’s, examiners, and auditors
offices. It performed, in fact, the prime and governing
business of the Company : the rest was secondary and
subordinate,

The next Committee was that of Law-suits ; of which
the business was to deliberate and direct in all cases of
Litigation ; and to examine the bills of law charges. 1t
i8 not a little remarkable that there should be work
of this description sufficient to engross the time of a
committee. A

. e Committee of Treasury. Its business
wafht‘o.?iov ‘-.M’%i the orders of the Court, for
the Pn,yment of dividends and interest on bonds ; to nego-

tiate the Company's' loans ; to purchx}se gold and silver for
exportation : to affix the Company’s seal to bonds and

X Not {n the East Indls Compagy :‘RSIE ﬂ‘:.ﬁ?‘,‘,':ci?&ﬁ?x‘,""ﬁ?,; e B
constitution of which is St el it way Joinkatock assoclation 1 tho history
cireumatances be found lb‘i) little does experience the dang!
of British Commerce, Y always cager 10 grasp oy to mtich power, that
muxim, of the poople's DR P g5 "overiment, fs, to. gt thewn reafly o

the grh?nt‘;ll':glz::gx‘;f’:ﬁ;n their own exerclse of which good government

exercise A

absolutaly requires, ived from an offioisl report on the business
* The tollawing account 18 ANV o, "g purd”of Controal, and tranamiey

of the Cc;lmum?o& ‘t‘:‘?l of Directors, of which the substance fs givin in

mchs’(m’ a‘loxloal View of Plans for the Government of Brisish India,

P ’

600,

L

eans by which the unhappy effects of that action BOOK IV.

CHAPD. I,

1708,
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: . other deeds ; to examine monthly, or oftener, the balance
cmar.x. of cagh: and to decide, in the first instance, on applica-
= tions respecting the loss of bonds, on pecuniary questions:
1708, 3n general, and the delivery of unregistered diamonds and

bullion. !

T.he Committee of Warehouses was the fourth. The
business of importation was the principal part of its
charge, Tt framed the orders for the species of goods of
which the investment or importation was, intended o
consist : it had the superintendence of the servants em-
ployed in the inspection of the purchases ; detormin‘ed
upon the modes of shipping and conyeyance; superin-
tended the landing and warehousing of the goods ; erranged
the order of sales; and deliberated generally upon the
means of promoting and improving the trade.

The fifth was the Committes of Accounts ; of whose
duties the principal were, to examine bills of exchange, and
money certificates ; to compare advices with bills ; to exa-
miing the estimates, and accounts of cash and stock ; and
1o superintend the office of the accountant, and the office
of transfor, in which ave effocted the transfers of the Com-
pany’a stock and annuities, and in which the foreign lottors
of attorney for that purpose are examined.

A commitive, oallad the Committee of Buying, was the
sixth, Tts business was, to saperintend the purchase and
prepavution of the standurd articles of export, of which
lead aud woollens constituted the chief ; to contract with
the dyers and other tradesmen ; to audit their avemuts,
and keep charge of the goods till deposited in the ships for
exportation,

The Commitieo of the Houso was the seventh, and its
business was mostly of an inforior and ministerial nature.
The alterations and repairs of the buildings, regulations
for the attendance of the several officers and clerks, the
appointment of the inferior sevvants of the House, and the
control of the seorctary’s accounts for domustic dighumse-
tonts, were included in its provinee. j

The ¢ighth Committee, that of Shipping had the churge
of parchasing stores, and all othor articles of export, ex-
copt the grand articles appropriated to the Committee of
Buying ; the business of hiring ships, and of ascertaining
the qualifications of their commanders aud officers : of dis-
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he outward cargoes ; of fixing seamen’s wages ;

ships, packets, &e., of which the Company were proprietors ;
and of regulating and determining the tonnage allowed for
private trade, o the commanders and officers of the Com-
‘pany’s ships. i ) "

The ninth was the Committeo of Private Trade ; and its
occupation 1 w‘%o adjust the accounts of freight, and other
chm-geyMe on the goods exported for privatenceount,
in the charbered ships of the Company ; to regulate the
indulgences to private trade homeward: and by examining

_ the conmanders of ships, and other inguiries, to aseertain

Tow far % o regulations of the Company had been violated

1e tenth Committee was of a characteristic description.
It was the committee for preventing the growth of private
trade. Its business was to take cognisance of all instances
in which the license granted by the Company for private
trade was excceded 3 to decide upon the controversies to

. which the encroachments of the private traders gave birth;

and to make application of the penalties which were pro-
vided for transgression. So closely, however, did the pro-
vinces of this and the preceding committee border upon one
another ; and so little, in truth, were theirboundariesdefined,

. that the business of the one was not unfrequently trans-
© ferved to the other.
Other

her transactions vespecting the e
and the go

time to Epe
ther. ¥ .
The chairmen, a8 the peme imporks, preside in the
Gourts, whether of divoctirs or prepristors ; they are the
e, of official comuignicetion botween the Company
:;?1““:‘}“0‘_ parties, anid wve by office members of all the
Acommittoas. A A
: log in which the export branch of the Indian
& aﬁieht?:ﬁ%;:g‘ consisted are bullion, lead, quicksilver,
v;oolhn cloths, and hardware, of whiel the proportivns have
jed ol various times. g
",?;m oﬂiuigl'v:lue of all theexports to India, for the year

Oy bt i

G,

orders for building, repairing, and fitting out the —cmar 1.

1708.
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X708, the year in which the union of the two Companies
was completed, exceeded not £60,915. The following year

it rose to £168,357. But from this it descended gradually

till, in the year 1715, it amounted to no more than £36,997.

It made a start, however, in the following year; and

the medium exportation for the first twenty years, subse-

‘quent o 1708, was £92981 per annum.! The average

annual exportation of bullion during the same years was
£442,350, :

The articles of which the import trade of the East Lndm:
Company chiefly consisted, were calicoes and the other
Woven manufactures of India : raw silk, diamonds, tea, por-
celain, pepper, drugs, and saltpetre. The official value of
their imports in 1708 was £493,257 ; and theirannual ave-
rage importation for this and the nineteen following years
Was £756,042, At that period, the official value assigned
to goods at the Custom House differed not greatly from
the real value: and the statements which have been made
by the East India Company of the actual value of their
exports and imports for some of those years, though not
according with the Custom House accounts from year to
year, probably from their being made up to different periods
in the year, yet on a sum of soveral yoars pretty nearly
coincide.® The business of salo is transacted by the Kast
Indis Company in the way of auction. On stated days, the
goods, according to the discretion of the Directors, are put
111121 i(;]o saloat the India House, and transferred to the highest

idder,

At first the Company built and owned the ships employed
in their trade. But in the progressand subdivision of com-
morce, ship-owning became a distinct branch of business;
and the Company preferred the hiring of ships, called alr-
tering. It was in hived or chartered ships, accordingly,
that from this time the trade of the Company was chiefly
conveyed; and o fow swift-sailing vessels, called packets,
moro for the purpose of intelligence than of freight, formed
witls some oceasional exceptions, the ouly article of ship-

4 Custom House Accounts, Sue Sir Charles WISEWOUEHs Tatlgs, p. 9.

ke gllr“;',o for exzmple. the sum of the exports 107 NeNLy yeuss, from 1710, in
Sir Chiarles Whitworth’s Tables, aud that in mu’ _(,-;:‘ﬂlwny 4 nocounts: the
tulle, for instance, Nd, 7, In the Appendix to N 1.‘ Macphergon's Higtory of
Burojiosn Commurce with Tndia. Ses, 100, the averages i Bruce's Mistoriéal
View of Ligns for British Indis, p. 206,



the Company, for direct traffie, or the simple transactions
of buying and selling.!

That part of the business of the Company which was
situated in India, was distinguished by several features
which the peculiar circumstances of the country forced it
to assume, The sale, indeed, of the commodities imported
from Europe, they transacted in the‘simp]est and easiest
of all possible ways; namely, by auction, the way in which
they disposed of Indian goods in England. At the begin-
ning of this trade, the English, as well as other Huropean
adventurers, used to carry their commodities to the inte-
rior townsand markets, transporting them inthe hackeries
of the country, and established. factories or warehouses,
where the goods were exposed to sale, During the confu-
sion, however, which prevailed, while the empire of the
Moguls was in the progress of dissolution, the security
which had formerly existed, imperfect as it was, became
greatly impaired; and, shortly after the union of the two
Companies, & rule was adopted, not to permit any of the
persons in the Company’s service, or under their Jurisdic-
bion, to remove far into the inland country, without leave
obtained from the Governor and Council of the place to
which they belonged. According to this plan, the care of
distributing the goods into the country, and of introducing

them to the consumers, was left to tho native and other
independent tribes,

For the purchase, coll and custody of the goods,
which coustituted the fiwsi to England, a complicuted
systew of operations was requived. As tho state of the
country was too lowin respect of civilisation and of wealth,
to possess manufacturers and merchants, on a‘lm-g.-s scale,
capable of executing extensive o.rders, and delivering the
.goods contracted for on pressppointed days, the Company
were under the necessity o!‘emplv:)ymg their own agents to
collect throughout the country, in such quantities as pre-
sented themselves, the different articles of which the car-
gaes to Burope were composed.. Places of reception were
required, in which the goods might be collected, and ready
upon the arrival of the ships, that the expense of demur-

1 Ninth bye-law of the Company, in Russel’s Collectlon of Statutes,

cht

Walghthey properly called their own. This regulation BO
et free’a considerable portion of the funds or resources of cnar. .

L

<1V,

1708,
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. rage might be reduced to its lowest terms. Warehouses

were built; and these, with the counting-houses, and other

apartments for the agents and business of the place, con-
stituted what were called the factories of the Company.

Under the disorderly and inefficient system of govcrnmenﬁ

which prevailed in India, deposits of property were always

exposed, either to the rapacity of the government, 0%

under the weakness of the government, to the hands o0&

depredators. It was always, therefore, an object of impor-
tance to build the factories strong, and to keep the inmates
armed, and disciplined for self-defence, as perfectly as 1™
cumstences would admit. At anearly period, the Company
even fortified those stations of their trade, and maintained ©
professional troops, as often as the negligence permitted, 0¥
the assent could be obtained, of the kings and governors of
the countries in which they were placed. ‘

P. ‘ Of the commodities collected for the Huropean market,
that part, the acquisition of which was attended with the
greatest variety of operations, was the produce of the lgom-
The weavers, like the other laborious classes, of India, are

k- in the lowest stage of poverty, being always reduced to the

;’ ‘ouve mivaps of the most seanty subkistonco. They must ab

. all timnes, therefore, be furnished with the mwterials of their

work, or the means of purchosing them ; and with pubgjs-

tence while the piece is under their hands,  To transact in

this manner with ench particular weaver, to watch lijm that I

he may not sell the fabric which his employer has enablod |

him to produce, and to provide a large supply, is'a work of
infinite detail, and gives employment to a multitude of
agents. The Buropean functionary, who, in each distriet is |
the head of as much business as it is supposed that he can
superititend, has first hie banyan, or native secretony,
through whotn the whole of the business is conducted ; the
banyen hires a speeies of broker, called o gomashtal, at

#0 much o month: the gomashtah repairs to the aurung,

or menufacturing town, which is aseigned as his station,

y and there fixes upon a habitetion, which he calls his

" eutohery : Le is provided with o suflicient number of peons, 1

3§ w sovt of armed servants, and hircarahs, meseengers or lot~

. ter corviots, by his eruployer; these ho immediataly de-
A < mpatolios aboul the place, to summon to him the
Pyeios aud weevers: the dalldls and pyciuws are two sets uf

-

[ o
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whom the pyefrs are the lowest, transacting BOOK IV.
iness of detail with the weavers; the dallils again cmap. 1,
transact business with the pyeiirs: the gomashtah transacts ~~——
With the dallals, the banyan with the gomashtah, and the 1708
Company’s Buropean servant with the banyan. The Com-
pany’sservant is thus five removes from the workman ; and

it may easily be supposed that much collusion and trick,

thet much of fraud towards the Company, and much of
Oppression towards the weaver, is the consequence of the
obscurity which so much complication fmplies! Besides
his banyan; there is attached to the European agent a mo-
hurrer, or clerk, and a cash-keeper, with a sufficient alloyw-
anco of peons and hircarahs. ~ Along with the gomashtah is
despatched in the first instance as much money as suffices
for tho fivst advance to the weaver, that is, as suffices
to purchuse the miaterials, and #o afford him subsistence
during part ab least of the time in which he is e
with the work, The eloth, when made, is eolleote
warehouse, adapted for the purpose,
Each pieco is marked with the woeave
the whale is finished, or when it is co

mnshtih, he kolde @ Fottak, a5 the business is called, when
each pioce is examined, the price fized, and the money duo
upon it paid to the weaver. This last is the stage at which
chiefly tlie injustics to the workman is said to take place ; s
ke iuthen obliged to content: bimself with fiftoon or twenty,
and often thirty or forty per cent. leas than Lis work, would
febeh in the murkot. Ahis i upqgudtmﬁow orudd
not exist but where the ruless of il -mh{m vour-
able to the denlor; u.mnnp’,h»m. which increasad
the productive powers of the labowwrs slded diveotly in
India to the incomeof the rulérs, their protection was but
m denied. S M

861’1%1‘;3 business of India was at this time under the govern-
ment of three Presidenciss; one at Bombay, another ub
) ‘thio natives ta thelr estabiishied codtoms, ren-
dn:’rl::" "\Tﬂnm‘ :zl Il:}‘ﬁnxeq:ralc: ‘\"hh'h on iy cocaslon ey Ymve formed ;
ey 0 A of thair TWiudrs sl g tor, wlilel. dtsttngnishos

and, wnder the JROORANOS The Compmity's sereatite, it wowld B TUSSIBVouS 16
tho greeiter e it :!':e agent; howover, Is utelligent, and acquainted with the
atbempt it. umm the peaple; he dues simpily niad lmxm\-e the busi-
hﬂl\lm ﬂﬂl‘\.}"'l‘:l‘: . aid were 16 performed By men who hsit an Interoyt
%‘:“‘:‘:‘“m' thotnseivea I e eauttiy, and who would mske 1t a business, 1t

grad hich the intorest of o rationa) 4
woulil ually soquire (hat rational form w
hﬂiﬂ"t\ would rétopmentl.

gaged
d ina
and called a kottah.
r's name; and whon
mvenient for the go-
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. Madras, and a third at Calcutta, of which the last had

been created so lately as the year 1707, the business ab
Caleutta having, till that time, been conducted under the
government of the Presidency of Madras, These Presi-
dencies had as yet no dependence upon one another; each
was absolute within its own limits, and responsible only
to the Company in England. A Presidency was composed
of a President or Governor, and a Council ; both appointed
by commission of the Company. The council was not any
fixed number, but determined by the views of the Direc-
tors; being sometimes nine,and sometimestwelve, according
to the presumed importance or extent of the business to
be performed. The Members of the Council were the
superior servants in the civil or non-military class, pro-
moted according to the rule of seniority, unless where
directions from home preseribed aberration. All power
was lodged in the President and Council jointly; nor could
anything be transacted, except by a majority of votes.
‘When any man became a ruler, he was not however de-
bnrreq from subordinate functions. § apd the members of
council, by natural consequence, distributed all the most
lucrative offices among themselves.! Of the offices which
any man held, that which was the chief source of his gain
failed not to be the chief object of his attention; and the
business of the Council, the duties of governing, did not,
in general, engross the greatest part of the study and care
of a Member of Council. It seldom, if ever, happened, that
less or more of the Members of Council were not appointed
as chiefs of the more important factories under the Prasi-
dency, and by their absence, were not disqualified for
assisting in the deliberations of the governing body.
The irresistible motive thus afforded to the persons
intrusted with the government, to neglect the business
! There were no Incrative offices, for many years, uoder the Company's
adwinlstration. For some time, the salaries of the ehlefs of Bombay and Fort
St. Gearge, dld not excoed 3004, per annum, and those of the merchants and
factors were but 307 and 20/, per annnm. Even as Jate as the acquisition of
all real power In Bengal, the salary of a counsellor was 2504 per annum ;. of a
factor, 1404 ; of & writer, as then lately incrensed, 1301 Py advantages
mude by the Company’s seryants, arose trom thelr engaging in the internal
trade, and also in the trade by sea to all eastern ports north of the equator,
exeapt Tongquin and Formasa (see the texy, p.37). In elther of those branchos
of trade, much dopended wpbn convenience of situation; and, so far, the
Campany's servants were dopondant upon the prineipal, with whom 1t rosted

Where to employ them, The officlnl smoluments attached to wiy wltuation,
weore, in ull cases, of small amount.—W.
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EOvErfiment, occupied a high rank among the causes to BOOK I1V.
ich the defects at that time in the management of the omar. 1.
Company’s affairs in India may, doubtless, be ascribed. =
Notwithstanding the equality assigned to the votes of all . 1708.
the Members of the Council, the influence of the President
was commonly sufficient to make the decisions agrecable to
' his inclination, The appointment of the Members to the
| gainful offices after which they aspired, was in a conside-
rable degree subject to his determination ; while he had it
in his power to make the situation even of a member of the
Council so uneasy to him, that his continuance in the ser-
vice ceased to be an object of desire. Under the notion of
‘ supporting authority, the Company always lent an unwil-
ling ear to complaints brought by a subordinate against his
superior; and in the case of councilmen disposed to com-
plain, it seldom happened, that of the transactions in which
they themselves had been concerned, a portion was not unfit
to be revealed. .
The powers exercised by the Governor or President and
Council, were, in the first place, those of masters in regard
to servants over all the persons who were in the employ-
ment of the company ; and as the Compuny were the sole
master, without fellow or competitor, and those under
| them had adopted their service as the business of their
‘ lives, the power of the master, in reality, and in the ma-
Jority of cases, extended to almost everything valuable to
man, With regard to such of their countrymen, as were
not in their service, the Company were armed with powers
to seize them, to keep them in confinement; and send them
to England ; an extent of authority which amounted to
confiscation of goods, to imprisonment, and what to a
European constitution is the natural effect of any long
confinement under an Indian climate, actual death.! At
an early period of the Company's hls.tory, it had been
deemed necessary to inteust them with the powers of
martial law, for the govesnment of the troops which they
maintained in defence of their factories and pl_*esxcl’cucwa ;
and by a charter of Char}es H-g gmuw! them in lbﬂl‘, the
Presidents and Councils in their factories were empowered

ing & prizoner fromalr, Hght, and exercise alto.
et hnpﬁmﬁrﬂcng\ggl’mwfﬂﬂgwd in Indis by an English Kovernment,
ﬁtct:lhrlrs' iﬁ"?;-‘:'.'“m-m; If 1t iad Leen, would not bo necessatily wore fujurious to
s, )
1ife than ginflar treatient elswhere—W.




laws of England. Under this sanction they had exercised

—- judicial powers, during all the changes which their affair®
- had undergone ; but at last it appeared desirable that 80 -
importent an article of their authority should rest on @

better foundation. In the year 1726 a charter was granted)
by which the Company were permitted to establish &
Mayor's Court at each of their three presidencies, Bor~
bay, Madras, and Caleutta ;! consisting of a mayor and
nine aldermen, empowered to decide in civil cases of al
descriptions® From this jurisdiction, the President and
Uounail were erected into a Court of Appeal. They were
also wested with the power of holding Courts of Quarter
Sessions for the exercise of penal judicature, in all cases,
cxcepting these of high treason. And a Court of Re-
quests, or Court of Conscience, was instituted, for the
decision, by summary procedure, of pecuniary questions
of inconsiderable amount.

This reform 'in the judicature of India was not attended
with all the beneficial offocts which were probably ex-
pucted from it, Negligence was loft to corruph the bhusi-
ness of detail.  The charter is said to have been procured
by the influence of an individual, for the' extension of his
own authorvity ; and when his' ends were gained, his so-
licituds expired. The persons appointed to fill the jndi-
cial oflices were the servants of the Company, bred to
commeree, and nursed in'its details ; while a manuserint
book of instructions comprised the whole of the assistance
which the wisdom of the King and the Compuny pro-
vided to guide uninstructed men in the administration
of justice.

Nor was the obscurity of the English law, and ihe in-
experience of the judges, the only source of the many
evilg which the new arrangements continned, or produced.
Joalousy arose between the Counmcils, and tho Mayor's
CQourts. The Councils complained that the Courts en-
aroanched upon their authority ; and the Courts complained

1 Mndras hind Teen iously formed fnto & municipality, fn December 1687,
undor the suthority of the 8{#‘ in Coundl, conslsting of 4 mayer, twulve alder-

mgn‘.', mnlmnlny "3 ! o prehonded the three Presidoncies, hut
- by a4 ﬂwmﬁ 1763, whichis the flual \nﬂ.muﬂi"m 0:!. oy
ot 6f the different Kuropean cousts sthen anthorised.  (Seo Boventh
of Beoret » 1178)—W.
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[to exercise civil and criminal jurisdiction according to the
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¢ dissonsions often prevailed ; and many of the

members of the Mayor’s Courts quitted the service, and

went home withi their animosities and complaints.
Besides the above-mentioned tribunals cstablished by

the Company for the administration of the British laws’

to the British people in India, they erected, in the ca-
pacity of Zemindar of the district around Calcutta, the
usual Zemindary Courts, for the administration of the
Indian laws to the Indian people: the Phoujdary Courg
for the trial of crimes; and the Cntcherry for civil causes;
besides the Collector’s Court for matters of revenue. Tho
Judges, in these tribnnals, were servants of the Company,
appointed by the Governor and Council, and holding
offices during pleasure ; the rule of judgment was the sup-
posed usage of the country, and tho discretion of the court;
and the mode of procedure was summary. Punishments
extended ‘to fine ; imprisonment ; labour upon the roads
in chaing for a limited time, or for life ; and fagellation,
either to a limited degree, or death. The ideas of honour,
provalent among the natives, induced the Mogul govern-
ment to forbid the Europeun mode of capital punishwment,
by hanging, in the cage of a Mussulman. In compensa-
tion, however, it had no objection to his being whipped
to death ; and the flagellants in India are said to be so
dexterous, as to kill & man with o few strokes of the
chawluek. !

The exeoutive and judicial functions were combined in
the Councils, at the Indian 3
of justicen of (he peace being granted to the members of
Council, and to them alone. ¥ complaints were not want-
ing of the oppression by thuse authoritiés upon their fel-
low-servants, it is abundautly evident, that the Company
were judge in their own cause in all eases in which the
dispute existed between tliem and any other party. _

The President was (Jomander-in-Chief of the military
fores togintained within his pmdonuy:. It consisted,
partly of the reoruits gent out in the ships of the Com-
pany ; partly of deserters from the other Buropean nations

he Committee of Seerecy om tha Btato of tho East
o m&pﬁ;ﬂ;& mim Theae Jatter particulars are nut found in A\
%’m refesred to,—W.

5

/were oppressed by the Councils. The most BOOK IV.

CHAP: 1.

1708,
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K5y settled in India, French, Dutch, and Portuguese ; and
aw 1, partly, at least at Bombay and Surat, of Topasses, or per-
———— sons whom we may denominate Iudo-Portuguese, either

1708.  the mixed produce- of Portuguese and Indian parents, or

converts to the Portuguese from the Indian faith, These
were troops disciplined and uniformed ; besides whom
the natives were already, to a small extent, employed by
the Company in military service, and called Sepoys, from
the Indian term Sipahi, equivalent to soldier. They were
made to use the musket, but remained chiefly armed in
the fashion of the country, with sword and target ; they
wore the Indian dress, the turban, cabay or vest, and long
drawers; and were provided with native officers according
to the custom of the country; but ultimately all under
English command, It had not as yet been attempted to
train them to the European discipline, in which it was
possible to render them so expert and steady ; but con-
siderable service was derived from them ; and under the
conduct of European leaders they were found capable of
facing danger with great constancy and firmness, Whab
ab this time was the average number at each presidenocy,
is not particularly stated. It is mentioned, that at the
time when the presidency was established at Caleutta in
1707, an effort was made to augment the garrison. to
300 men.
The President was the organ of correspondence b
. o R
letter, or otherwise, with the country powers. It rested.
with him to communicate to the Council the account of
what he thus transacted, at any time, and in any form,
which he deemed expedient ; and from this no slight ac-
cession to his power was derived,

The several denominations of the Company’s servants
in Tudia were, writers, fuctors, junior merchants, and
semior merchants: the business of the writers, as the
term, in some degree, imports, was that of clerking, with
the inferior details of commerce; and when dominion
succeeded, of government. In the capacily of writers they
romained during five years. The first promotion was to the
rank of factor ; the mext to that of junior merchant ; in
each of which the period of service was three years, Af-
tor this extent of service, they became senior merchants,
And out of the class of senior merchants were 1aken by
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Ahe members of the Council, and when no par- BOOK IV.

“iar” appointment interfered, even the presidents them- cmae. r.

y after the first great era, in the history of the 1708

ritish commerce with India, the nation was delivered
from the destructive burden of the long war with France
which preceded the treaty of Utrecht : and though the
accession of a noew family to the throme, and the resent-
ments which one party of statesmen hn.d' to gratify against
another, kept the minds of men for & time in a foverish
anxiety, not the most favourable to the persevering studies
and pursuits on which the triumphs of industry depend,
the commerce and the wealth of the nation made i
advanees. The town of Liverpool, which was not formed
into o separate parish till 1699, so rapidly increased, that
in 1715 a new parish, with a church, was erected ; and it
doubled its size between 1690 and 1726. The town of
Manchester increased in a similar proportion ; and was
computed in 1727 to contain no less than 50,000 inhabit
ants: the manufactures of Birmingham, which thirty
years before was little more than @ village, are stated as
giving maintenanco at that time to upwards of 30,000
individuals? In 1719, a patent was granted to Sir Thomas
Lombe, for his machine for throwing silk, one of the first of
those noble efforts of invention and enterprise which have
raised this country to unrivalled eminence in the useful
arts.  The novelty and powers of this machine, the model
of which he is said to have stolen from the Piedmentese,
into whoss manufactories he introduced himeolf in the
guise of o common workman, excited the highest admira-
tion ; and its parts and performances are described to us
by the historians of the tiwe with cwrious exnchness ;
26,586 wheels, 97,476 movemonts, which worked 73,736
m’rdg of organzine silk by every revolution of the waber-
= 5 0 yards in one day and o night : s single
wheel, 318,504,960 yards : ¢
water-wheel giving motion to the whole machmg, of which
pent might be stopped without ob-
geparate MOVeIDE b sl
structi}'lg the rest; and oue fire communicating warmth
by heated air to every part of the manufactory, not less

S ittes, 1783, p. 11,
1 See Ninth Report. bulcgl Committes, :
2 Anderson’s History of Qopmeree, Auno 1

(o)
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increased by several new parishes. And from the year
1708 to the year 1730, the imports of Great Britain, a¢-
cording to the valuation of the custom-house, had in-
creased from 4,698,667, to 7,780,0197. 5 the exports from
6,069,0897 to 11,974,13572

During this period of national prosperity, the imports
of the East India Company rose from 493,2571, the impor-
tation of 1708, to 1,059,7592. the importation of 1730, Bub
the other, and not the least important, the export branch
of the Company’s trade, exhibited another rosult, As the
exportation of the year 1708 was exceedingly small, conl-
pared with that of 1709 and the following years, it is fair
to take an average of four years from 1706 to 1709 (two
with a small, two an inoreased exportation), producing
105,773 The exportation of the year 1730 was 1354844
while that of 1709 was 168,3572.; that of 1710, 1263103
that of 1711, 151,874/ ; and that of 1712, 142,329¢,

With regard to the rate of profit, during this period, or
the real advantage of the Indian trade, the Company, for
port of the year 1708, divided at tho rate of five per cont.
per aunum to the proprietors upon 3,163,200 of capital;
for the next year, eight per eent.; for the two following
Years, nine por cont.; and thence to the year 17] G, ten per
cont. per annwn. In the year 1717, they paid dividends on
a capital of 3,194,080Z, at the same rate of ten por cent.
per annum, and so on till the yaar 1723, That year the
dividend was reduced to eight per cent. per annum, ap
which rate it continued till the year 17323

In the year 1712, on the petition of the Company, the
period of their exclusive trade was extended by act of
parliament, from the year 1726, to which by the last regu-
lation it stood confined, to the Yyear 1733, with the usual
allowance of three years for notice, should their privileges
be withdrawn,¢

In the year 1716, they obtained a proclamation against
interlopera. Their complaints, it seems, were oconsioned
by the enterprises of Dritish sulijects, trading to India

1 Anderson’s Fistory of Comnierce, A.p, 1719,

2 Sir Charles Whitworth's Tables, part 1. p, 78.

* Third Report fram the Secrot Committes of the Honse of Commons on the

of the East ludia Conpany in 1778, p. 74,
€10 Annye, 28, Sec Collectign of Statutes, p. 49,
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. than the eighth part of a mile in length! TLondon was



OSTEND COMPANY.

not the wishes of the Company, nor deterrfid their
countrymen from seeking the gains of Indian traffic, even
through all the disadvantoges which they incurred by in-
trusting their property to the protection of foreign laws,
. and the fidelity of foreign agents; they were able, in 1718,

Drocure an act of parliament for the punishment of all
such competitors. British subjects, trading froin foreign
Countries, and under the commission of a foreign govern-
ment, were declared amenable to the: laws for the protec-
tion of the Company’s rights ; the Company were authorized
to aeizo mérchants of this deseription when found within
their limits, and to send them to England, subjoct to n,
penality of 004 for each offence,!

The Company's present alarm for their monopoly arosn
from the establishment for trading with India, which
under the authority of the Emperor, was formed at his
port of Ostend, After the peace of Utrecht, which be-
stowed the Netherlands upon the house of Austria, the
people of those provinces began to breathe from the
distractions, the tyranny, and the wars which had so long
wasted their fruitful country. Among other projects of
improvement, a trade to India was fondly embraced. Two
ships, after long preparations, sailed from Ostend in the
year 1717, under the passports of the Emperor; and
several mare soon followed their example. The India
Companies of Holland and England were in the higheat
degreo alarmed ; and easily communioated their fonrs and
agitations to their reapective governments: Thewe govern-
meuts not only expostulated, wnd o the highest degreo of
importunity, with the MHmperor himself; but, amid the
important negotiations of that diplomatio period, hardly
any interest was more earnestly eontended for in the dis-
cussions at the courts bath of Paria and Mudn‘d.' 'l“ho
Dutch captured some of the Oaterfd Eaat‘ India ships.
The Emperor, who dreamed of an inundation of wealth
from Tadian trade, perseycred in his purpose ; and granted
his commission of reprisal to the merchaunts of Ostend

1 Anderson's History of Commerce; A.D. 1716 and-1718, and Collection of Stz

tn;c;;w Coxe's Memolrs of Sir Robert and Lord Walpole, and History of g

Houso of Austrin, ad gnnos,

I

Sreign commissions. “As this proclamation an- BOOK 1V.

CHAP. T,

1708-28.
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. In the beginning of 1720, they sent no fewer than six ves~
cHAr. 1. gels to India, and as many the year that followed. The
English East India Company pressed the Governnient with
1708-23  renewed terrors and complaints. They asserted that, nob
only the capital, with which the trade was carried on, a8
to a great degree furnished by British subjects, but tho
trade and navigation were conducted by men who b
been bred up in the trade and navigation of the British
Company. They procured, in 1721, another act of parlid-
ment, enforcing the penalities already enacted ; and as this
also failed in producing the intended effects, another ach
was passed in the spring of 1723 ; prohibiting foreign ad-
ventures to India, under the penality of triple the suml
embarked ; declaring all British subjects found in Indi®
and not in the service, or under the license of the Easb
India Company, guilty of a high misdemeanour; and em-
powering the Company to seize, and send them home for
punishment.! The Emperor had been importuned, by the
adventurers of Ostend, for a charter to make them an ex-
clusive company; but, under the notion of saving ap-
pearances in some little degree with England and Holland,
or the maritime powers, a5 they were called in the diplo-
watic language of the day, he had induced them to trade
under passports as individuals, In the month of August,
however, of 1723, the charter was granted; in less than
bwenty-four hours the subscription-books of the Company
were filled up; and in less than a month the shares were
sold ab o premium of fifteen per cent. Notwithstandin
the yirulent opposition of all the other nations, already
engaged in the Indian trade, the Ostend Company expe-
mienced the groatest success. At a meeting of Proprietors
in 1726, the remaining instalment on the subseriptions,
equal to a dividend of thirty-three and one-third per cent.,
was paid up from the gains of the trade. But by this time
political diffieulties pressed upon the Emporor. Ho wag
abaudoned by kis only ally, the King of Spain, and op-
posed by & triple alliance of France, Bngland, and Holland.
To give satisfaction to this potent confederacy, and to ol-
tain their support to the pragmatic sanction, or the gua-
rantee of his dominions to his daughter and only child, he
submitted to sacrifice the Ostend Company. To suve ap-
f 1 b Geo. 1. 0.24; 7 Geo. e 21'; O Geo, 1. ¢. 96,
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and consult the imperial dignity, nothing was BOOK IV,
Pulated in words, except that the business of the Ostend cmar. 1.
ompany should be suspended for seven years ; but all men TR
understood that, in this case, suspension and extinction 1705-23.
were the same.

By theact of 7 Geo. L. c. 5, the Company were authorized
to borrow money on their common seal, to the amount of
the sums lent by them to government, if not beyond the
sum of five millions sterling in the whole. They were
permitted, however to borrow solely for the purposes of
their trade. They were expressly interdicted from re.
ceiving moneys in any of the capacities of a banker s and
for that purpose several restrictive clauses were inserted
in the act; they were not to borrow any sums payable on
demand, or-at a shorter date than six months; they were
not to discount any bills ; or to keep books or cash for any
persons sole or corporate, or otherwise than for the veal
business of the Company.!

When the Company commenced o
upon the new foundation on which their affairs wore placed
by the grand arrangements in 1708, Shah Aului, succes-
sor of Aurungzeb, was Emperor of the Moguls., His se-
cond son Azeem-oos-Shaun had been appointed Vicoroy of
Bengal before the death of Aurungzeb ; and hayin g bent his
chief attention to the amassing of a treasure, against the
impending contest between the com petitors for the throne,
he aceepted the bribes of the compaiy, and them
proportional privileges. Under his mthum had
purchased, in 1698, the Zemindasship of the thres towns
of Sutanutty, Cueutta, amd Qovindpore, with their dis-
tricts. When Az¢em-cosShuun left Bengal to assist his
father, in the war which ensued upon the death of Aurung-
z6b, he left his son Ferokhser his dep}lt.y. In 1712 Shah
Aulum died; Azeem-oos-Bhaun lost his 1ife in the strugele
for the succession ; and Ferokhser, by the help of two able
chiefs, the Syed brothess, gained the throne. The govern-

i r devolved upon Jaffier Khan, and the
ment of Bengal now g .

mpany experienced u change. This chief, of Tartar ex-
::nc?ifx’l, was born at Boorhanpore, in i.h? Devean; and roxe
to eminence in the latter part of the reign of Aurungzah,
by whom he had been appointed dowan (or comptrolley of
1 Collection of Statutes, p. 50,

G

perations in India,
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the revenues) of Bengal. It would appear that he was no-
minated, by Shah Aulum, to the viceroyalty of Bengal,
shortly after his accession to the throne ; but it is probable
that, during the short reign of that prince, the appoin®-
ment never took place; as, at the time of his deatl
Ferokhser was in possession of the province. Upon the
departure, however, of Ferokhser to ascend the imperial
throne, Jaffier Khan was invested with entire authority, &%
subahdar of Bengal; and the English Company, along with
his other subjects; began speedily to feel the effects of i
severe and oppressive administration.!

In 1713, the first year of the reign of Ferokhser, the
President of Caleutta applied to the Company at home for
leave to send an embassy, with a handsome present, to 'fvhe
Mogul durbar, in hopes of obtaining greater protection
and privileges. Two of the Company’s factors, under the
divection of an Armenian merchant, named Serhaud, seb
out for Delhi; and the Emperor, who had received tho
most magnificent account of the presents of which they
were the bLearers, ordered them to be escorted by the
governors of the provinces through which they were to
pass.

They wrived at the capital on the eighth of July 1715,
after & journey of three months; and, in pursuance of
the advice which had been veceived at Caleutta, applied
themselves to gain the protection of Khan Dowrang a
nobleman in favour with the Emperor, and in the intevest
of Emir Jumla, Whatever was promoted by the interest

1 Orme's History of the Military Transactions of the British Nationin India,
L 17—19. Seor Mutakhareen, i. 17 and 206,

2 Ho is naned Canndoreh by Mr. Orme (1bid. p. 20), who erroncously makes
Houssain, Instead of Abdgolah Khan, Vizlr, . It has already been inti~
mated, that & great distination 16 to be made in the merity of Qrnie a5 bg histo-
rian.  For sl that regards the transactions of the British in 1ndia e may be
relled on: he was present at much that he rélates: he wad scquainted with
the prineipel persons enygaged, and maintalned an active sorresp e with
them 3 and he made dllr:;wnt use of many valusble public sand private doeu-
ments in the English langusge ; but it 15 evidout thit he was no Orientalise ;
and, consequontly, had no secess to written native Informistlon nwhat regards
tranactions purely Indian ; fherefore hio 35 by no mesus a sufo authority, se
he constantly jolsitates names, and confonnds pevauiy and events,  Khan
Dowran waa the name of the nobleman whom he calls by the yulgar corruption
Caundourah, and beskdes the milsstatement of one Syed Urotlier for the other,
here polnted out, N ls wrong as to (he name of the futher of Ferokliser's bride,
Wit wae AJIL Blaty uot Josswant Siah, an e calls Wi, and who bore an fmpor-

part in the events of this period. Scotr, who devives his knowledge fram
native historiens, is much more aceurate,  Auruugzebe’s Successors, 180, T'oa
Rajasthan, 1. 401 —W.




¥ dumla was opposed by that of the vizir, The BOOK IV.
e also of Jaffier Khan was cxerted to defeat an cmar. 1.
application, which tended to abridge his suthority, and ————
impeach his government. The embassy and costly pre- 17 9820
sent of the Company were doomed to imperial neglect,
+ had not an accident, over which they had no control, and
the virtue of a public-spirited man, who preferred their
interest to his own, opened an avenue to the grace of
Ferokhser. The intemperance of that prince had commu-
nicated to him a secret disease, from which the luxury of the
harem does not always exempt. Under the unskilful treat-
ment of Indian physicians, the disorder lingered : and the
Emperor’s impatience was augmented, by the delay which
it imposed upon the celebration of his marriage with the
daughter of the Raja of Jodpore. A medical gentleman of
the name of Hamilton accompanied the embassy of the
English Company. The Emperor was advised to make
trial of his skill: a cure was the speedy consequence. The
Emperor commanded Lis benefactor to name his own
reward : and the generous Hamilton solicited privileges for
the Company.! The festival of the marriage, however, en-
sued ; during which it would not have been decorous to im-
portune with business the imperial mind!; and six months
elapsed before the ambassadors could present their peti-
tion. It was delivered in Januar y 1716 and prayed,
“ that the cargoes of English ships, wrecked on the Mogul's
coast, should be protected from plunder ; that a fixed sum
should be received at Surat in liew of all duties ; that three
villages, contiguous to Madras, which had been granted
and again resumed by the goyernment of Arcot, should bo
restored in perpetuity; that the island of Diu, near the
port of Masulipatam, shoulid be given to the Company, for
an annual rent; that all persons in Bengal, who might be
indebted to the Compauny, should be delivered up to the
presidency on the first, dumand ; that a Pasaport (dustuok,
in the language of the vountry), sigucd'l)y ihe prosident of
Caloutta should ex‘elnlft the gooils “g;{“‘} it ;PR‘“R')‘ from
stoppage or esmmination by the officers of the Bengal

¢ i 1 with some adilitiona) eireamstances by Seott, Mistory
1 This iniﬁﬂm{\: ls"“"fl‘::f{‘m‘ p. 180, Erom the manner in which he speaks

of Auruny . ‘s disease (he speaks veéry viguely), hs appeara not to haye

;n‘fl t‘lllv"-'ml'-'."‘l;l““";;u sort which is generally represeuted : the qaostion is of sl
0

fmportauce.
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5K 1% /government ; and that the Company should be permit
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to purchase the Zemindarship of thirty-seven towns, iRt
the same manner as they had been authorized by Azeem-
oos-Shaun to purchase Calcutta, Suttanutty, and Govind-
pore.”. The power of the vizir could defeat the grants of
the‘ Emperor himself; and he disputed the princi

articles. Repeated applications were made to the Em-
peror, and at last the viziv gave way ; when mandates were
issued confirming all the privileges for which the petition
had prayed. To the disappointment, however, and grief of
the ambassadors, the mandates were not under the seals of
the Eraperor, but only those of the wvizir, the authority of
which the distant viceroys would be sure to dispute. It was
resolved to remonstrate, how delicate soover the ground on
which they must tread ; and to solicit mandates to which
the highest authority should be attached. Tt was now the
month of April, 1716, when the Emperor, at the head of
au expedition against the Seiks, begun his march towards
Lahore. No choice remained but to follow the camp.
The carapaign was tedious. It heightened the dissensions
betweon the favourites of the Emperor and the vizir ; the
ambassadors found their difficulties increased ; and con-
templated a long, and probably a fruitless negotiation,
when they weve advised to bribe a fuvourite eunuch in the
seraglio. No seoner was the money paid, than the vigip
himself appeared eager to accomplish their designs, and
the patents were issued under the highest authopit S
There was o secret, of which the eunuch had made hig
advantage. The factory of Surat, having lately been op-
pressed by the Mogul governor and ofticers, had been
withdrawn by the Presidency of Bombey] as not worth
muintaining. It was recollected by the Moguls, thet, in
cousequence of oppression, the factory of Surat had onco
bofore been withdrawns immediately after which an
Boglish floet had appeared ; had swept the sea of Mogul
ships, and inflicted o deep wound upon the Mogul trea-
sury. A similer visitetion was now regarded as g cer-
tain consequence ; and, as many valnable ships of the
Moguls wore ab sea, the event was deprecated with pro-
povtionsl avdour. This intelligence was transmitted to
the eunuch, by his friend the viceroy of Guzerat. The
ounuwh know what offect it wonld produce upon the mind



EGES FROM THE EMPEROR.

ir ; obtained his bribe from the English: and BOOK 1V.
el Communicated to the vizir the expectation prevalent cmar. .
I Guzerat of a hostile visit from an English flect. The £ :
vizir hastened to prevent such a calamity, by granting 1708-23.
Satisfaction. The patents were despatched; and the am-
bassadors took leave of the Emperor in the month of J uly
1717, two years after their arrival.

The mandates in favour of the Company produced their
Tull effect in Guzerat and the Deccan: but in Bengal, where
the most important privileges were conceded, the subah-
dar, or nabob as he was called by the English, had power to
impede their operations. Tho thirty-seven towns which the
Company had obteined leave to purchase, would have given
them a distriet extending ten miles from Caleutta on cach
side of the river Hoogley; where o number of weavers,
subject to their own jurisdiction; might have been esta-
blished. The viceroy ventured not directly to oppose the
operation of an imperial mandate; but his authority was
sufficient to deter the holders of the land from disposing
of it o the Company; and the most important of the ad-
vantages aimed at by the embassy was thus provented. The
nabob, however, disputed not the authority of the Presi-
dent’s dustucks, & species of passport which entitled the
merchandise to pass from duty, stoppage, or inspection;
and this immunity, from which the other European
tm‘:}em were oxcluded, promoted the vent of the Company’s
goodal

The tradeof the Company’s gervants oocasioned anothor
dispute. Besidos the business which tho fuctors and agents
of the Compuny wore engaued Lo perform on the Company’s
account, they had been allowerd to carry on an independent
trafic of their own, for their own profit. Every man had
in this manner a double occupation and pursuit; one for the
benefit of the Company, and one for ‘tha benefit of himself.
Either the inattention of the feelily uﬁ‘.sra.-ebet! Divectors of
o commuon concern had sverlooked the premium for neg-
leoting that concern, which was thus hestowed tipon the
g : 1 with it in India ; or the shortness of
individuals intrusted wi : .
their foresight made them count ‘thm neglact 8 smnllgr' evil
than the additional selaries which their servents, if' de-
bu;l-ml from other sourees of emolument, would prol)ably

-¥ Orme, Hist, ut Tgll-g 2

0
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. require. The President of Calcutta granted his dustucks
caap. 1. for protecting from the duties and taxes of the native
—_— government, not only the goods of the Compariy, but alse
the goods of the Company’s servants; and possibly the
officers of that government were too little acquainted with
the internal affairs of their English visitants to remark the
distinction. The Company had appropriated to themselvess
in all its branches, the trade between India and the mother
country. Their servants were thus confined to what was
called “the country trade,” or that from one part of India t0
another. This consisted of two branches, marvitime an
inland; either that which was carried on by ships from one
port of India to another, and from the ports of India to the
other countries in the adjacent seas; or that which was
carried on by land between one town or province and ano-
ther. When the dustucks of the President, therefore, were
grauted to the Company’s servants, they were often granted
to protect from duties, commodities, the produce of the
kingdom itself, in their passage by land from one district or
provinee to another. This, Jaffier Khan, the viceroy, de-
clared it his intention to prevent; as a practice at once
destructive to his revenue, and ruinous to the native
traders, on whom heavy duties weve impoged ; and he com~
manded the dustucks of the President to receive no respect,
except for goods, cither inported by sea, or purchased for
exportation. The Company remonstrated, but in vain, Nor
were the prétensions of their servants exempt from unplea-
sant consequences; as the pretext of examining whether
the goods were really imported by sea, or really meant for ex-
portation, often produced those interferences of the officersof
revenue; from which it was so great a privilege to be saved.
Interrupted and disturbed in their endeavours to grasp
the inland trade, the Compeny’s servants directed their
ardour to the maritime branch; and their superior gkill
soon induced the merchants of the province, Moors, Arme-
ninng, and Hindus, to freight most of the goods, which they
exported, on English bottoms. Within ten years from the
period of the embassy, the shipping of the port of Caleutia
increased to 10,000 tons,

The year 1730 was distinguished by transactions of con-
sillerable moment in the history of the Comipany. In
England a nowsovomi?n had but lately ascended the throne;
L 'Y,

.

1730,
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OF THE COMPANY’S SERVANTS.

ind powerful Opposition made a greater use of BOOK 1V.
and more employed the public mind as a power CHAP. 1.
in the state, than any party which had gone before them; ————
success rendered the trading interest enterprisingand high-  1780:
minded; intellect was becoming every day more enlight-
ened, more penetrating, more independent ; and experience
testified the advantages of freedom in all the departments
of trade.

Though the gains of the East India Company, had they
been exactly known, would not have presented an object
greatly calculated to inflame mercantile cupidity; yet the
riches of India were celebrated as proverbially great; the
boastings of the Company, in the representations they had
made of the benefit derived to the nation from trading
with India, had confirmed the popular prejudice ; and a,
general opinion seems to have prevailed, that tho British
subjects at large ought to be no longer debarred from
enriching themselves in the trade which was in\'idiuusly,
and, it seemed imprudently, reserved for the East India
Company.

Three years were still unexpired of the period of the
Company’s exclusive charter : yet the plans of those who
desired a total alteration in the scheme of the trade were
moulded into form, and a petition, grounded upon them,
was presented to the legislature so early as February,
1730.

As the payment of 3,200,000L which the Company had
advanced to government at an interest of five per cout.
HaR dition preliminary to t beliti of their ex-
clusive privileges, the petilioners offered to Jend to go-
vernment an egual sum on far more favourable terms,
They proposed to ady&nce the money in five instalments,
the last at Lady-day in 1733, the date of the expiration
of the Compﬂ“)"s chm-?er; requiring, till that poriod, in-

& on the money paid a6 the rate of four per cont., but
by to accept of two per cent. for the whole sum,
Oﬁmni time forward : whence, they observed, a saving
5 g blic of 92,000/ per anuum, worth,
would acerue to thc‘ pu (,300 Sod
at twenty-five years’ purchase, 2,500,000%

g Is pro and
o S it e ot S o o s srocctines

"arliament, conanit the Journals, with Boyer's Political State, and Hansard'y
%’hﬂumunmry Higtory.




For the more profitable management of this branch of

cmar.x. the netional affairs, the following was the scheme which

1730.

they proposed. They would constitute the subseribers 0
this original fund a company, for the purpose of opening
the trade, in its most favorable shape, to the whole body
of their countrymen, Tt was not intended that the Com~
pany should trade upon & joint stock, and in their corpor
rate capacity ; but that every man in the nation, who
Pleased, should trade in the way of private adventure:
The Company were to have the charge of erecting and
maintaining the forts and establishments abroad ; and for
this, and for otber expenses, attending what was called
“the enlargement and preservation of the trade,” it was
proposed that they should receive a duty of one per cent-
on all exports to India, and of five per cent. on all import#
from it. For ensuring obedience to this and other regula-
tions, it should be made lawful to trade to India only
under the license of the Company. And it was proposed
that thirty-one years, with three years’ notice, should be
granted as the duration of the peculiar privileges.

It appears from this account, that the end which was
proposed to be answered, by inoorpomting such a com-
Pany, was the preservation and erection of the forts,
buildings, and other fized ostablishments, required for
the trade in India. This was its only use; or intent ; for
the business of trading, resigned to private hands, was to
be carried on by the individuals of the nation af larpe.
And, if it were true; as it has been always maintuined,
that for the trade of India, forts and factories ave requisite,
of such a nature as no individual, or precarious combina.
tion of individuals, is competent to provide, this project
offers peculiar claims to consideration and respect. It
promised to supply that demand which hes slways been
held forth; as peculiar to Indian trade,as the grand exi.
gency whiely, distinguishing the traffic with India from all
other branches of trade, rendeved monopoly advantagoous
in that peouliar case, how wuch soever proved 1o be ix-
Jjurious in others, While it provided for this yeal or
pretended wantd, it left the trade open to all the advan-
tagus of private entenprise, private vigilanoe, private skill,
and private economy ; the virtues by which individuals
thrive, and nations prosper: and it afforded an intorest
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SAL FOR A NEW COMPANY,

e increase of the trade, and of course, with the
facilities and accommodation by which the trade was
Ppromoted.

As no trade was to be carried on by the Company, the
source, whence dividends to the proprictors would arise,
was the interest to be received from Government, and the
duties upon the exports and imports; and as the torri-
torial and other duties belonging to the forts and esta-
blishments in India were deemed sufficient to defray the
expense of those establishments, this source was described
as competent to yield an annual return of five or six
per cent. upon the capital advanced. Under absence of
rigk, and the low rate of interest at the time, this was
deemed o sufficient inducement to subscribe. Had the
pernicious exarple, of lending the stock of trading com-
panies to Government, been rejected, a very small capital
would have sufficed to fulfil the engagements of such a
company ; and either the gains upon it would have been
uncommonly high, or the rate of duties upon the trade
might have been greatly reduced. i

The friends of this proposition urged ; that, as the
change which had taken place in the African trade, from
monopoly to freedom, was allowed to have produced gread
national advantages, it was not to be disputed, that a sinai-
lar change in the India trade would be attended with
benefits so much the greater, ns the trado Tore
valuable ; that it would produce a lary eﬂﬁ%d
our own produce and manufactures to 8, and ereate
employment for & much grester number of ships and
geamen ; that it would greatly veduce the price of all
Indian commodities to the people at home ; that it would
enable the nation to supply foreign markets with Indien
commodities at a cheaper rate, and, by cousequence, to a

ount ; that new channels of traffic would thenve

13!20}‘ “‘::i : ‘& ia and America, a8 well as in Burope ; that
Eof:l:ntmhf wﬂm dia would inerease the produce of the
; 2 «thereby lessen the mationa]
g\exiio.n:st:;di:::;m ?:i'oduoc a }x,mmh more extensive
employment of British shipping from ove part d Indi 1o
angbher, from. which great profit would arise ; and that ig

ed Company, in the careful discharge of its BOS: L
profits were to increase in oxact proportion ocmaP. L.

-1780.
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J V. would prevent the nation from being deprived of the re”

ciar, 1. sources of those who, for want of permission op opportunity

780. |

at home, were driven to employ their skill and capital i

the Indian trade of other countries.

The attention of the nation seems to have been lu'ghlf 3

excited. Three petitions were presented to the House ¢

Commons, from the merchants, traders, &c., of the thre? ]

chief places of foreign trade in England, London, Bristf{l'
and Liverpool, in behalf of themselves and all obher Hi?

Majesty's subjects, praying that the trade to India might

be laid open to the nation at large, and that they might

:

sk

be lieard by their counsel at the bar of the House, The

press, too, yielded a variety of productions, which com”
pared with one another the systems of monopoly and free
dom, and showed, or pretended to show, the preference due
to the last, Though competition might appear to reduce
the geins of individuals, it would, by its exploring saga-
city, its vigilance, address, and economy, even with an
equal capital, undoubtedly increase the mass of business ;
in other words, the annual produce ; that is to say, the
riches and prosperity of the country. The superior eco-
nomy, the superior despatch, the superior intelligence, and
#kill of private adventure, while they enable the dealers to
traffic on cheapor terms, were found by experience to yield
a profit on the capital employed, not inferior to what was
yielded by monopoly ; by the business, for example, of the
Hast India Company, whose dividends exceeded not eight
per cent. Whatever was gained by the monopolizing
company, in the high prices at which it was enabled to sell,
or the low prices at which it was enabled to buy, was all
lost by its dilatory, negligent, and, wasteful manage-
ment. This was not production, but the reverse ; it
was not enriching a nation, but preventing its being
enriched.!

The Company manifested their usual ardour in deferice
of the monopaly. They magnified the importance of the
trade ; and asked if it was wige to rislg the loss of known
advantages, of the greatest magnitude, in pursuit of others

! Tt was asséried by the merchents, aud, a5 far as l})paan. withont contra-
letian, that forelgners possossed at loast a third part of the stock of the Fast
s Company 5 snd ano-third of their #nln Wita thus made for the beneds of

otliok counteien. Polltical State, A.D. 1780, xxxix, 240,

v
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varo/only supposed ; they alleged that it was envy B
bifulated the exertions of their opponents ; covet- crav, 1.
ing the gains of the Company, but unable to produce any ——
Instance of misconduct, without going forty years back for 1730
the materials of their interested accusations : the Com-
pany employed an immense stock in trade, their sales
amounting to about three millions yearly, The customs,
about £300,000 per annum, for the service of Govummont,
ought not to be sacrificed for less than a certainty of an
»  equal supply ; and the maintenance of the forts and fag-
tories cost £300,000 a year. Where, they asked, was the
security, that an open trade, subject to all the fluctuation
of individual fancy, one year liable to be great, another to
be small, would afford regularly an annual revenue of
£600,000, for customs and forts ? By the competition of
80 many buyers in India, and of so many sellers in Europe,
the goods would be so much enhanced in price in the one
place, and s0 much reduced in the other, that all profit
would be destroyed, and the competitors, as had happened
in the case of the rival companies, would end with a scene
of general puin,

Under the increased experience of succeeding times, and
the progress of the socience of national wealth, the argu-
ments of the Company’s opponents have gained, those of
the Company have lost, a portion of strength, To exagge-
rate the importance of the Indian trade ; and, because it
15 important, assume that the monopoly ought to rensain,
is merely to say, that when a thing is important, it ought
never to be lmproved ; in things of no mement soviety
may be allowed to make progress ; in things of magnitude
that progress ought ever to be strenuously and unbuudingly
opposed. This argument is, unhappily, not confined to
the case of the East India Company. Whoever has atten-
tively traced the progress of government, will find that it
has been employed by ihe enemies of 1mprm:emeut, at
every stage ; and only in so i:ng as it has been disregarded
and contemned, has the condition of man ascended aboye

A life. Instead of the maxim, “ A
the miseries of savage , :
thing is important, therefore it ought not to be ln'l’rq"eﬁh"
reason would doubtless suggest that the more anything iy
iraportant, the more its improvement should be studieq
and pursued. WWhen a thing is of small importance, g
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;/Amall inconvenience may suffice to dissuade the purgui !

its improvement. When it is of great importance, a greab
inconvenience alone can be allowed to produce that un”
happy effect. If it be said, that where much is enjoyeds
care should be taken to avoid its loss; this is merely
to say that men ought to be prudent ; which is very
true, but surely authorizes no such inference, as that im-
Provement, in matters of importance, should be alway?
opposed.

The Company quitted the argument, to criminate the
arguers: The objections to the monopoly were the impure
and odious offspring of avaricious envy. But, if the mono-
poly, as the opponents said, was a bad thing, and free
trade a good thing; from whatever motive they spoke,
the good thing was to be adopted, the evil to be shunned-
The guestion of their motives was one thing; the truth or
falsehood of their positionsanother. When truth is spoken
from a bad motive, it is noless truth ; nor is it less entitled
to its command over human action, than when it is spoken
from the finest motive which can enter the human breast;
if otherwise, an ill-designing man would enjoy the wonder-
ful power, by recommending a good cowrse of action, to
render a bad one obligatory upon the human race.

If, as they argued, the East India Company had a large
stock in trade, that was no reason why the monopoly
should remain. The capital of the mercantile body of
Great Britain was mueh greater than the capital of the
East, India Company, and of that capital, whatever prapox-
tion could find & more profitable employment in the Indian
trade, than in any other branch of the national industry,
the Indian trade would be sure to receive.

With regard to the annual expense of the forts and fao-
tories, it was asserted by the opponents of the Company ;
and, as far as appears, without contradiction, that they
defrayed their own expense, and supported themselves,

Asto the customs paid by the East India Company ; all
trade peid customs, and if the Indien trade increased under
the system of freedom; it would pay & greater amount of
customs than it paid before; if it decreased, the capital
now employed in it would seek another destination, and
pay customs and taxes in the second channel aswell as the
firet. To lay stress upon the customs paid by the Com-

:



RENEWAL OF THE CHARTER.

itlister, or of a parlisment was absurd.

The argument, that the competition of free trade would
Inake the werchants buy so dear in India, and sell o cheap
in England, as to ruin themselves, however depended upon,
was contradicted by experience. What hindoved this effect,
in trading with France, in trading with Holland, op any
other country ? Or what hindered. it in every braneh of
business within the kingdom itself? If the two Fast India
Lompanies ruined themselves by competition, why reason
from a case which bore no analogy whatsoever to the one
under contemplation ; while the cases which exactly cor-
responded, those of free trade, and boundless competition,
led to a conclusion directly the reverse. If two East India,
Companies ruined one another, it was only an additional
proof, that they were ineligible instruments of comimerce,
The ruin proceeded, not from the nature of competition,
but the circurastances of the competitors. Where two cor-
porate bodies contended against one another; and the ruin
of the one left the field vacant to the other, their conter-
tion might very woll be ruinous ; becauss each might
hope, that, by exhausting its antagonist in a competition
of loss, it would deliver itself from its only rival.  Where
every merchant had not one, but g maltitude of com-
Petitors, the hope was clearly vain of weariug all of them
aut by a eontest of loss, Every merchant, therefore, would
deal on such terms alone, as allowed him the wsual, or
more than the usual rate of prafit ; and he would find it
his interost to observe an obli , rathor than u hostile
deportment towards others, that thoy might do the same
toward him. As it is thia principle which produces the
harmony and prosperity of teade in all other cases in which
freedom prevails, it remained to be shown why it would
not produce them in the Indian trade. !

The subject was intouiluced into parliament, and dis-
cussed. But the advocates for the freadom of the trade
were there overruled, and those of ‘monopoly triwmphed,

In order to aid the parliament in coming to aut_:h a de-

<kt g Josived, and to counteraet in Some
cision as the Company ¢ Y
degree the impression likely to be made by the propgse
JETO6 | Ly cept of two per cent. for ghe
of their antagonists to accey Hered
whols of the lotn to Government, they offered to regyeq
VoL ur, 9

L.

dess to take advantage of the gross ignorance of a BOOK 1V.

CHAP. L.
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cmarit. for the renewal of their charter; to contribute a sum’ F

1752,

£200,000 to the public service. On these conditions it
was enacted that the exclusive privileges should be pro*
longed to Lady-day in the year 1766, with the usual addi-
tion of three years’ notice, and a proviso that nothing i
this mrangement should be construed to limit their powe?
of continuing a body corporate, and of trading to India o
their joint stock with other of their fellow-subjects, eve?
after their exclusive privileges should expire.!

On the ground on which the affairs of the East India
Company were now established, they remained till the year
1744. From 1730 to that year, the trade of the Company
underwent but little variation. Of goods exported, the
amount indeed was considerably increased ; but as in this
stores were included, and as the demand for stores; by the
extension of forts, and increase of military apparatus, was
augmented, the greater part of the increase of exports may

be justly set down to this account. The official value of .

the goods imported had kept rather below a million
annually ; sometimes indeed exceeding that sum, but
commonly the reverse; and some yeoars to a considerable
amount ; with little or no progressive improvement from
the beginuing of the period to the end. The exports had
inoreased from £135,484; the exportation of the first year,
to £476,274, that of the last. But the greater part of the
increase had taken place after the prospect of wars and the
necessity of military preparations ; when a great addition
was demanded in the article of stores?

In the year 1732, the Company first began to make up
annual accounts ; and from that period we have regular
staternents of the actual purchase of their exports, and the
actual sale of theirimports:. In the year 1732, tho sales of
the Company amounted to £1,640996. ° In 1774, they-
amounted to £1,907,506; and in all the intermediate years
were less, The quantity of goods and stores paid for in
the year 1732 amounted to £105,280; the quantity peid

! Ap o corporate bndy is seldomy hurt by ibs modesty, the @, .
_‘qge, had a right, by u'euudin“ Act of Parlisment, ty (he anﬁ"m
ity but, to aveid disputos, tf Q{ consented to walve thiy olslin for a
of Tu yoars. 3 Geo. 11,¢- 14, Collootion of Stusutes;p. 3.
iﬁi 1740, ~ Political Btate, 2X%IX. 288,
. Whitworth's Tables, past . p. 9.
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¥, the interest from five to four per cent., and, as a premiw



COMPANY’S TRADE. &

, to £231,318, The quantity of bullion exported BOOK IV.
, was £393,377 ; the quantity exported in 1744, was cmir. 1.
£458,544. ' The quantity, thén, of goods exported was in- ;
creased, and in some degree, also, that of bullion, while the 1744
quantity of goods imported remanined nearly the sane, It
follows, that the additional exportation, not having been
employed in the additional purchase of goods, must have
been not merchandise, but stores., It is to be observed
also, that in the amount of sales, as exhibited in the Com-
pany’s accounts, were included at this time the duties -
paid to Government, stated at thirty per cent.; a deduc-
tion which brings the amount of the sales to nearly
the official valuetion of the imports at the Custom-
house.!
In 1782, the Company were obliged to reduce their
dividends from eight to seven per cent. per annum ; and
at this rate they continued till 1744, in which year they
returned to eight per cent? The Dutch Bast India Com-
pany, from 1730 to 1736, divided twenty-five per cent. per
annum upon the capital stock ; in 1736, twenty per ceub. ;
for the next three years; fifteen per cent. per annum ; for
the next four, twelve and a half per annum ; and, in 1744,
as much as fifteen per cent? The grand advantage of the
Bnglish Bast Indin Company, in the peculiar privilege
of having their trade exempted from duties in Bengal
and in the other concessions obtained by their embassy
to the court of tlhie Mogul, lad thus produced no im-
provement in the fifial result, the ultimate profits of the

The Company seem to have been extremely anxious to
avoid o renewal of the disvussion on the utility or fitness
of the monopoly, and, for that purpose, to forestal the ox-
citement of the public attention by the approach to the
conclusion of the privileged torm. A% a moment accord-
ingly, when no one was prepared to oppose them ; and in
the middle of an éxpensive war, \vhpn the offer of any
pecuniary facilities was a powerful bribe o the Govern-

1 Titird Report of the Committee of Stcresy, on the State of the East Tndia,
Ooymy (ﬁﬁm of Gommons, 1773), . 75
Thid, . 7

3 bilssseraens, eft., dans 1q
. et Polit. des Esta ey 4 Deux
xn:.:l," ;%.fm’ﬁ:: il Roynal, lv.ficsoct 3L Fable at tho ang of the
volunse.
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ent, they made a proposal to lend to it the su

million, at an interest of three per cent, provided the
period of their exclusive privileges should be prolonged @
three years’ notice after Lady-day, 1780. On these con=
ditions, a new Act was passed in 1744; and to enabl®
the Company to make good their loan to Governments
they were authorised to borrow to the extent of a million
of their bonds,!

On the death of the Emperor Charles VI, in the year
1740, a violent war, kindled by competition for the impe~
rial throne, and for a share in the spoils of the house of
Austria, had begun in Germany. In this contest, France
and England, the latter involved by her Hanoverian inte-
rests, had both engaged as auxiliaries ; and in the end had
become nearly, or rather altogether principals. From 1739,
England had been at war with Spain, a war intended to
annul the right claimed and exercised by the Spaniards, of
searching English ships on the coast of America, for con-
traband goods. FEngland and France, though contending
against one another, with no ordinary efforts, in a cause
ostensibly not their own, abstained from hostilities di-
rectly on their own account, till 1744 ; when the two (Go-
vernments came to mutual declarations of war. And it
was not long before the most distant settlements of
the two nations felt the effects of their destruective con~
tentions.

On the 14th? of September, 1746, a French fleet anchored
four leagues to the south of Madras; and landed five o
six hundred men. On the 15th the fleet moved along the
coast, while the troops marched by land ; and about noon
it amrived within cannon-shot of the town. Laboundon-
nais, who commanded the expedition, then landed, with
the rest of the troops. The whole force destined for the
sioge, consisted of 1000 or 1100 Europeans, 400 Sepoys,
and 400 Caffres, or blacks of Madagascar, brought from
the island of Mauriting : 1700 or 1800 men, all sorts in-
¢luded, remained in the ships?

*s History of C ,4d, an. 1744 Collection of Statutes, p. 84,

1A
i A 8N i
""a}mul:(\ powr Tabonrdonnais, 1. 124, M. Orme, 167, says the thind, llt':'
mmgm Daing tint of the styles. The o1d style, It appears, was used by o

Il Wstorian

5 Miluolre, wt sapia, p. 125, Osee, p. 07,




MADRAS SURRENDERED.

brincipal settlement of th English on the Coromandel
<oast. The territory belonging to the Company extended
five miles along the shore, and twas about one mile in
breadth. The town consisted of three divisions. The
first, denominated the white town, in whicl resided none
but the English, or Buropeans under their protection,
consisted of about fifty houses, together with the ware-
houses and other buildings of the Company, and two
churches, one an English, the other a Roman Catholic
church. This division was surrounded with a slender
wall, defended with four bastions, and four batteries, but
weak and badly eonstructed, decorated with the title of
Fort St. George.  Contiguous to it, on the north side, was
the division in which resided the Armenian, and the rich-
est of the Indian merchants, larger, and still worse forti-
fied than the former. And on the northern side of this
division was a space, covered by the hovels of the country,
in which the mass of the natives resided. These two divi-
sions constituted what was called the black town. The
English in the colony exceeded not 300 men, of whom 200
were the soldiers of the garrison. The Indian Christians,
converts or descendants of the Portuguese, amounted to
three or four thousand ; the rest were Armenians, Moham-
medans, or Hindus, the last in by far the largest propor-
tion ; and the whole population of the Company’s territory
amounted to about 260,000, Wiih the exception of Goa
and Batavia, Madras was, in point both of magnitude and
riches, the most important, of the European establishraents
in Tudiat \

The town sustained the Lombardment for five days,
when the inhabitants, expecting an assault, capitulated,
They had endeavoured to saye the place, by the offer of 8
ransom ; but Labourdonpais coveted the gl«;ry of display-
ing French colours on the ramparts of fort St George.
He engaged, however, lis honour to restore the settlement,

dia Stock, published in 1750, by o
i et la. pmpr:;:%risf‘ﬁg government of Madras at the tm,e,‘:?::::
PRIl Kluitly 'f.:“.fﬂ, only few, but of & very indifferent description that
%‘;‘gxu:‘:r:lr;rnvmed with ammugition lm"':‘l’r :‘::“:l:ﬂ‘ 118 fortificagigng
Ware Iu & ruinous condition : the nocessity for rigld e a‘ ¥ u‘(i home, hayiy
Withheld the meaus of maintaining the Toad in o sate
oy .—W.

L

L,

had, during the space of 100 years, been the BOOK IV
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—and content himself with a moderate ransom ; and o

these terms he was received into the town! He had no¥
lost go much as one man in the enterprise. Among the
English four or five were killed by the explosion of tH2
bombs, and two or three houses were destroyed, Labout”
donnais protected the inhabitants, with the care of a mat
of virtue ; but the magazines and warehouses of the CO
pany, as public property, were taken possession of by the
commissaries of the French.? )
Labourdonnais, with the force under his command, had
arrived in India in the month of June, 1746. At that tim®
the settlements of France in the Indian seas were unde®
two separate governments, analogous to the English Pre-
sidencies ; one established at the Isle of France, the othe*
at Pondicherry. Under the former of these government?
were placed the two islands ; the one called the isle of
France, about sixty leagues in circumference, the other
that of Bourbon, of nearly the smme dimensions. Theso
islands, lying on the eastern side of Madagascar, between
the nineteenth and twentieth degrees of latitude, were dis-
covered by the Portuguese, and by them called Cerne, and
Mascarenhas. In 1660 seven or eight Frenchmen settled
on the island of Mascurenhas ; five years afterwards Lhey
were joined by twenty-two of their countvymen ; the
remains of the Freuch colony which was destroyed in
Madagascar sought refuge in this islind ; and when it
beeame an object of some importance, the French changed
its name to the island of Bourhon, The island of Cerne
was, at an early date, taken possession of by the Duteh,
and by them denominated the island of Mauritiusy in
honour of their leader Maurice, Prince of Orange ; hat,
after the formation of their establishment at the Cape of
Good Hope, was abandoned as useless. The French, who
were subject to great incomvenience by waut of a good
harbour on the island of Bourbon, teok possession of it in
1720, and changed its name from the isle of Mauritius to
the irle of Frauce. Both islands are fruitful, and pro-

1 The niemoly clted In the preceding note, di witlel took
Plikog at howe, n regand to the payment of eerialn bhondy given by the

R Nndras & Talso mosey to the $XOBL Of 100,000 pugatlas, which, it ia

pod wmpr-omdmmtllnmmmm‘"lhrums price of e mode.
.mk\;ul;n pour Labourdonuals 1. 126—142.  Ormg, 1, G148
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obrn of Europe, along with most of the tropical B -

ductions.  Some plants of coffee, accidentally intro- omae. 1,
duced from Arabia, succeeded so well on the island of ————
! sl:;bon,«as.w render that commodity the staple. of the 174G
1 d! - :

Pondicherry was the seat of the other Indian govern-
ment of the French. It had under its jurisdiction the
town and territory of Pondicherry ; and three factovies,
ox Comptoirs, one at Malié, not far south from Tellichavey
on the Malabar coast, one at Karical on one of the branches
of the Coleroon on the Coromandel coast, and one at
Chandernagor on the river Hoogley in Bengal2

The form of the government at both places was the
same, It consisted, like the English, the form of which
was borrowed from the Duteh, of a Governor, and a Coun-
cil ; the Governor being President of the Council, and
allowed, according to the genius of the government in the
mother country, to engress from the council a greater
share of power than 1n the colonies of the English and
Duteh. The peculiar business of the Governor and Coun-
cil was, to direct, in conformity with instructions frem
home, all persons in the employment of the Company ;
to regulate the expenditure, and take care of the re-
ceipts ; to administer justice, and in general to watch over:
the whole economy of the establishment. Iach of the
inlands had o Gouncil of its own ; but one (lovernor suffloed
for bhoth.?

+In 1746, Labowdonnais sintod Governor of the
islands.  This wus a remarkable man.  Ho was horn ab St,
Malo, in 1699, and was en on board o whip bound for
the South New at the age of ten. In 1713, he made a
voyage to the East Indies and the Philippine islands, and ;
availed himself of the nresence of a Jesuit, who was a pas-
senger in the ship, to asquire a knowledge of the mathe-
matics, After perfopming several voyages to other pavts
of the world, he enteved for. the first time, in 1718, into
; i » Bast India Company, as second licute-
the service of the > d i

1 to Surat. He sailed again to India,
nant of & vessel bound & & sl
as first lieutenant in 1723 ; 804 & e

3 Raynall, i, 271 Mémolre pour Ilnnh:";:m";"r 58,9, Orme, i 92,
3 Méniofee, ut soprs, p- 94, Raynsl WG contre :
rﬁ«ﬂ:ﬁ'\fé&u o bonrlodnals, 109 388 Drapleix, p. 8.
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% captain in 1724. In every voyage he found opportunity
cuar. 1. Yo distinguish himself by some remarkable action ; an
= during the last he acquired, from another passenger, a1
1746, officer of engineers, a knowledge of the principles of forti-
fication and tactics. He now resolved to remain in India,
and to navigate a vessel on his own account, He is sal
to have been the first Frenchman who embarked in what 13
called the country trade ; in which he conducted himself
with 80 much skill, as to realize in a few years a consider-
able fortune. The force of his mind procured him an
ascendancy wherever its influence was exerted : a violenb
quarrel was excited between some Arabian and Portuguese
ships in the harbour of Mocha, and blood was about to be
shed, when Labourdonnais interposed, and terminated ﬂ{e
dispute to the satisfaction of the parties. So far did his
service on this occasion recommend him to the Viceroy of
Gloa, that e invited him into the service of the King of
Portugal, gave him' the' command of a King’s ship, the
order of Christ, the rank of Fidalgo, and the title of agent
of his Portuguese Majesty on the coast of Coromandel, In
this situation he remained for two years, and perfected his
knowledge of the traffic and navigation of India; after
which, in 1733, he returned to France. Apprized of his
knowledge and capucity, the French government turned
its oyes upon him, as a man well qualified to aid in raising
the colonies in the eastern seas from that state of depres-
sion in which they remained. In 1734 he was nominated
Governor General of the isles of France and Bourbon,
where he arrived in June 1735, So little had been done
for the improvement of these islands, that the people, fow
in number, were living nearly in the state of nature. They
were poor, without industry, and without the knowledge of
almost any of the useful arts. They had neither maga-
zine, nor hespital, neither fortification, nor defensive force,
military or naval. They had noroads ; they had no beasts
of burden, and ne vehieles. iverything remuined to e
done by Labourdonnais ; and he was eapable of overything,
With the hand to execute, as well us the head to contrive,
ho gould construct o ship from the keel: he performed °
the functions of engineer, of architect, of agriculturist : he
broks bulls to the yoke, constructed vehicles, and made
roada ; heapprouticed blacks to the fow handicrafts whom




LABOURDONNAIS. 1

out with him : he prevailed upon the inhabi- BOOK IV,
cultivate the ground ; and introduced the culture cmar. .
of the sugar-cane and indigo: he made industry and the =
useful arts to flourish ; contending with the ignorance, 1746,
the prejudices, and the inveterate habits of idleness, of
those with whom he had to deal, and who opposed him at
every step. To introduce any degree of order and vigi-
lance into the management even of the hospital which he
constructed for the sick, it was necessary for him to per-
form the office of superintendent himself, and for a whole
twelvemonth he visited it regularly every morning. Jus-
tice had been administered by the Councils, to whom that
function regularly belonged, in a manner which produced
great dissatisfaction. During eleven years that Tabour-
donnais was Governor, there was but one law-suit in the
Isle of France, he himself having terminated all differences
by arbitration,

The vast improvements which he effected in the islands
did not secure him from the disapprobation of his em-
ployers. The captains of ships, and other visitants of the
islands, whora he checked jn their unreasonable demands,
and from whom he exacted the discharge of their duties,
filled the ears of the Company's Directors with complaints ;
and the Directors, with too little knowledge for accurate
judgment, and too little interest for careful inquiry, infer-
red oulpability, because there was accusation, He returned
to France in 1740, disgusted with his treatment ; and fully
determined to resign the government : but the minister
refused his consent. It is said that being asked by one of
the Directors of the Company, how it was, that he had
conducted his own affairs 80 prosperously, and those of the
Company so much the reverse ; l‘ae replied that he had
conducted his own affairs according to his own judg-
ment: those of the Company according to that of the

: 1
Dlll;:?z:{:iu g, by the state of affairs in Burope, that a rup-
ture was spproaching bebween Risos _anq - Saatitine
powers, his fertile mind conceived a project for striking o
fatal blow st the Boglish trade n the Bast. Tmparting
the design to some of his friendt, Wb pejaton thflt ho
should bo aided with funds sufficient 2o equip, as shipg of
1 Raynal, liv. 4 seck 30.
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1% /war, six vessels and two frigates ; with which, being 9%

the spot swhen war should be declared, he could sweep :
seas of the English commerce, before a flest could arrive
for its protection. He communicated the scheme to the
ministry, by whom it was embraced, but moulded into &
different form. They proposed to send out. g fleet, OB
posed partly of the King’s and partly of the Company ®
ships, with Labourdonnais in_the command ; and thou
he foresaw opposition from the Company, to whom neithe
he nor the scheme was agreeable, he refused not to len i
himself to the ministerial scheme. He sailed from I;Orien 3
on the 5th of April, 1741, with five ships of the Company *
one carrying fifty-six ; two carrying fifty ; one, twenty-
eight ; and one, sixteen guns ; having on board about 12.00
sailors, and 500 soldiers. Two King's ships had been 18
tended to make part of his squadron ; but they, to
great disappointment, received another destination, He
also found that, of the ship's crews, three-fourths hod
neyer before been at sea : and that of either soldjers: 0¥
#ailors hardly one had ever fired a cannon or a musket
His mind was formed to contend with, rather than yield t@
difficulties: and he began immediately to exercise his men
with all his industry : or rather with as much industry a8
their loye of ease, and the opposition it engendered, ren-
dered practicable.  He arrived at the Islo of Hrance on the
14th of August, 1741, where he learned that Pondicherry
was menaced by the Mabrattas, and that the islauds of
France and Bourbon had sent their garrisons to its assist-
ance, . After a fow necessary operations to put the islands
in security, he sailed for Pondicherry on the 22d of August,
whore he arrived on the 30th of September. The danger
there was blown over ; but the sottloment ab Mahé had
been eight months blockaded by the natives, . e ropaired
to the place of danger ; chastised the enemy; re-estal-
lished the factory ; and then returned to the islands to
wail for the declavation of war between Frauce gnd Eng-
Iand.  There ho soon received the mortifyiug orders of the
Comwpany to send home all the vossels under his command.
Upon this ho again requestad loave o resign, and again
the minister refused hia b IS Views were now
- Goufined to his islunds, sud he betook hijself with hig
Pristine ardour to their improveluent. On the 14th of
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744, in the midst of these occupations, the BO

; arrived of the declavation of war between cmae. 1.
-l and England ; and filled his mind with the mor-
tifying conception of the important things he now might  1746.
ave achieved, but which the mistaken policy or perver-
sity of his employers had prevented.

Unable to do what he wished, he still resolved to d
what he could. He retained whatever alips hmimvog
at the islands, namely, one of forty-four guns, ene of
forty, oue of thirty, one of twenty-six, one of eighteen,
and another of twenty-six, which was sent to him from
Pondicherry with the most pressing solicitations to hasten
to its protection. The islands, at which unusual scarcity
prevailed, were destitute of alwost every requisite equip-
ment of the ships ; and their captains, chagrined at the
interruption of their voyages, seconded the efforts of the
governor with all the ill-will it was safo for them to show.
He was obliged to make even a requisition of negroes to

* mman the fleet. In want of hands trained to the different
operations of the building and equipping of ships, he em-
ployed the various handierafts whom he was able to
muster ; and by skilfully assiguing to them such parts of
the business as were most analogous to the operations of
their respective trpdes; by furnishing them with medels
which he prepared himsclf; by giving the most precise
directions, and with infinite diligence superintending
every. operation in persen, he avercame “in some measure
the difficultios with which he was surrounded. An the
meantime, intplligence was brought by o trigate, that five
of the Company's ships whigh e was required to protect,
and which he was authoviged Ly the King to command,
would arrive at the islands in October. They did net
arrive till January, 1746, The delay had consumed a
great part of the provisions of the former ships : those
whicl arrived had rem#ining for themselves a supply of

b . ey were in bad order : and thers was
only four months {

. ls, nor hands to repair them. Only :
1o time, nor materials, e 1

sed. It was necessary ¥ should all be

RO S ans for that purpose were totally
armed ; and the me 2 i

: .o orows, invorporated with the negroes
wanbing. The ships’ erows, doppuis Ebimied. into
and the hondicrafts, Labourdoy t n _com-
ponies; he faught them the manul 0;;““’“’9? and military
Moverents ; showed them how 1o 5eale & all, and apply




the most dexterous among them in preparing themselves
to use a machine, which he had invented, for throwing
with mortars grappling-hooks for boarding to the distanc®
of thirty toises.!

He forwarded the ships, as fast as they were prepﬂmd}
to Madagascar, where they might add to their stock ©
provisions, or at any rate save the stock which was already
on board ; and he followed with the last on the 24th
March. Before sailing from Madagascar, a storm arose bY
which the ships were driven from their anchorage, O1°
was lost; and the rest, greatly damaged, collected ther?”
selves in the bay of a desert island on the coast of Mads”
gascar. Here the operations of repairing were to be 1¢*
newed ; and in still more unfavourable circumstances. 19
get the wood they required, a road was made across ’_
marsh, a league in circumference ; the rains were incessants
disease broke out among the people; and many of the
officers showed a bad disposition ; yet the work was pro-
secuted with so much efficiency, that in forty-eight days
the fleet was ready for sea. It now consisted of nine sail,
containing 3342 men, among whom were 720 blacks, and
from three to four hundred sick.

In passing the island of Coylon, they received intelli-
gence that the English fleet was at hand, Labourdonnais
swmmoned his captains on hoard, many of whom had
shown themselves ill-disposed in the operation of in-
dustry ; but all of whom manifested an eagerness to fight.
As Labourdonnais understood that he was superior to the
English in number of men, but greatly inferior in weight
of metal, he declared his intention to gain, if possible, the
wind, and to board, On the 6th of July, on the coast of
Coromandel, the English fleet appeared to windward, ad-
vancing with full sail towards the French?

! Tlhiis seems (o 1o the same invention, exactly, with that of Captain Manty,
for throwing s r on board a vessel threatered with shipwreck. Seo an
Xanuy on the Pyéscrvation of Shipwrecked Persons, by G. W, Manby, Esq,,and
e pour Lakx is, i.680, The 1L of training the
aailora for land operations, is of high importance; and it argueg Jittle for the
hently of those who have conilucted enterprises in Which the muriners might
Nave been, or were to be, 10y 3 lan 8, that such training
B0 rarvly beens rugorted 8. Holy much more NSteuckive than it of the vul-
0¥ dotils of war, i the fon of the ¥, the industry, -um

Bmvmme of fuch a man 4s Labourdonnals, in the varigus erjtical situs
J ";'lzhgn was placed !
PP- w--uf'

#bove detalls respecting 1abourdonnals, see Mémolre, ut supra,
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THE ENGLISH FLEET.

L

€ach, one of fifty, and a frigate of twenty, commanded by
mmodore Barnet, had been despatched to India. It
oruized, at first, in two divisions ; one in the Straits of
Sunda, the other in the Straits of Malacea, the places bost
fitted for intercepting the French traders, of which it
captured four.  After rendezvousing at Batavia, the united
fleet appeared on the coast of Coromandel, in the montl
of July, 1745. The Governor of Pondicherry, the garrison
of which at that time consisted of only 436 Europeans,
prevailed on the Mogul Governor of the province, to de-
clare Pondieherry under his protection, and to threaten
Madras, if the English fleet should commit hostilities on
any part of his dominions, This intimidatey the govern-
ment of Madras, and they requested Commodore Barnet
to confine his operations to the sea ; who accordingly leff
the coast of Corvomandel, to avoid the stormy season,
which he passed at Mergui, a port on i
and returned in the beginning of 1746. His flest Wi NOw
reinforced hy two fifty gun ships, and a frigate of twenty
guus from England ; but one of the sixty gun ships had
become unfit for service, and, together with the twenty
gun frigate, went back to England. Commodore Barnet
died at Fort St. David in the month of April; and was
Bucceeded by My, Peyton, the second in command, who
Wa8 cruizing in the southward of Fort St. David, near
Negapatnam, when he descried the enemy just arriving on
1
thﬁ;::auidannds formed his line, and waited for the Eng-
lish, who kept the advautogo. of the wind, and frustrated
his ,clesigu of boarding, A distant fight began about four
in the afternoon, and the fleets separated for want of light
about seven. Next morning Mr, Peyton called o council
A eghlved, because the sixty gun ship
of war, and it was resd
was leaky, to sail for Trincomslee. The enomy lny to ‘the
Wiole o expeoting that the English, who had the wmd{
Y, 6Xp ment. The French, however
Would return to the engage : :
: ¥, ssue, and sgiled for Pondicherry,
Were in no condition to pursue, hth day of the mont}, 1
8t which they arrived on tho eig :

1
raie, 1. by, 60-<63. ,88—00. Mr, :
E grm'. Lob. W@ 68 Mdaiolrs, ut 89178 2D e Sy iy

ellintely after the declaration of war between France BOOK 1V,
Eland, a fleet, consisting of two ships of sixty guns cmar. 1.

1746,
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)0 Joseph Francis Dupleix was at that time Glovernor ;
1. Pondicherry; having succeeded to the supreme ¢omma
of the French settlements in 1742. To this man aré
1746. e traced some of the most important of the modern 1%
volutions in India. His father was a farmer-general of
the revenues, and a Director of the East India Cornpa¥:
He had set his heart upon rearing his son to a life ‘7‘
commerce ; and his education, which was liberal, was cat®
fully directed bo tharend.) As:the study of mathematic®
of fortification, and engineering, seemed to engross
attention too exclusively,! his fatherin 1715 sent him o
sea ; and he made several voyages to the Indies and Ameé
rica, e soon imbibed the taste of his oceupation, a8
desiring to pursue the line of maritime commerce,
father recomtnended him to the East India Company, and
had sufficient interest to zend him out in 1720 as fi
Member of the Couneil of Pondicherry. Impatient 0
distinetion, the young man devoted himself to the busi*
ness of his office ; and beeame in time minutely acquain J
with the commerce of the country. He embarked in it
on his own: account ; a species of adventure from w |
the poverty of the servants of the French Company had ‘
in general debarred them. In this station le continued
|
l

for ten years, when his knowledge and talents pointed himd
outas the fittest person tosuperintend the business of the
Company at their sctblement at Chandernagor in Bengel.

Though Bengal was-the richest part of India, the Frenclt

ﬂmllonm of Labourdonnais was only a feint, and tlmt he was in 1o condition
to ronew He If; in he 10 says that it was not 8 !
tei;v‘t. md that ce ful avee un exiréme lcgrct qu'il vit lea Angloisiui dchappers \‘

T'his axsertion can ba h the French squadrvon
qu more nmerons than the I nglluh the fnrmer consteting of nine, ﬂ:} |
latter of Tive sliips, yet of the latter, font exceeded in nu m'bh; and weight l
E;:-l.uu Iaryest vessel in Labourdennais’ fieet: It Is very probabie, thave-
it Orme whs fight.—W. "
he mnw nt lchoin bc-n a resomblance to what 19
e or(N]o( Napoleon Bonaparte : ulh il e Tivra & I’M

m mnmdmmqn- le aa 1S oll lexn nm um
i paseisedtent ‘i ITivIAb % au-ﬁ

u elle parnt Jal ﬂtmncr. el. 18 mn\m ulin ttm
q odhm % e?x p.2 l:oln
ﬁn‘- e % L of Prussis Prosa whl! % the ro
{15
e n.nwm'mm Jﬂmmurﬂummu
(ampa. avunt que de ré;

ro, mals, 00 récom, (ot
Fréderinue Sophic wxlhwlmm de anmm Wh%.




DUPLEIX,

Was'still to be formed ; and the activity and resources of

the new manager soon produced: the most: favourable

The colonists multiplied ; enterprise succeeded
to langour ; Dupleix on his

OWn account entered with
ardour into the country trade, in which he eny

inheritance he derived from Lis father, and had frequently
not less than twelve vessels, belonging to himself and his
partners, navigating to Surat, Mocha, J edda, the Manillas,
the Maldivias, Goa, Bussora, and the coast of Malabar,
He vealized a great fortume: during his' administration
more than 2000 brick houses were built at Chandernagor.
He formed a new establishment for the French Company
ab Patna, and rendered the. French commerce in Ben,
an object of envy to the most commereial of the Euro-
Dean colonies,
_ The reputation which he acquired in this situation
Dointed him out as the fittest person to ocoupy the station
of Governor at Pondicherry. - Upen his appointment to
is chiaf command, he found the Company in debt ; and
O Was pressed by instructions from home, to effect imme-
ately a great reduction of expense.

1e reduction of expense, in India, raising up-a hoat of
“Remies; ig.an arduous and a dangerous task to a Eumpq&n
governpy, Dupleix was: informed that: war was impending

Detwoen, France and the maritime powers,  Pondi
as entirely open to the sea, and very imperfeotly ;
aven towgy He LSl gl
wards the land. proveed ‘Dhough: ex-

dustry, t, inquire, to plan and to execute. D

s b B nder the present cirenmstances of the
Pressly forbidden, u for fortifications, he, on
Mpany, to incur any m maritime powers, made
the Dbrospect of o ;:: "‘a primary object. He had boen
Siaging vi tho Sl of o rsousen S
the strong temptation of extonded views, about four yeurs,
When, Labourdonnais o though ambitious, active, and
. The mind of Dupleix, th _but Tittle clovation,
igeni : - effeminate ; and he
His vanity was excessive, and o of jealousy and re-
Was not exempt from the infirmitics of jealousy re

\ Mémuise pour Duplels P H=50

ployed the

kbhat province had, from want of funds and from BOOR IV,
26 matiagement, remained in a low condition. The colony cmAPi L.

L.
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1v. venge. In the enterprise in which the flest was destin® f |
onar. 1. to be employed, Labourdonnais was to reap the glory !

1746,
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and from the very first he had reason to complain of the 8
of haughtiness and reserve which his rival assumed, A%
the English were warned out of the seas, and nothing W
to be gained by cruizing, Labourdonnais directed hif
thoughts to Madras. The danger, however, was great, 5%
long as his ships were liable to be attacked, with the |
greater part of their crews on shore. He, therefore, d0}
manded sixty pieces of cannon from Dupleix, to place hit®
on a level, in point of metal, with the English: fleet, an® &
resolved to proceed in quest of it. Dupleix alleged the|
danger of leaving Pondicherry deprived of its guns, and
refused. With a very inferior reinforcement of guns,! witl"’
8 very inadequate supply of ammunition, and with wate
given him at Pondicherry, so bad, as to produce the dysen”
tery in his fleet, Labourdonnais put to sea on the 4th of Au-
gust. On the 17th, he descried the English fleet off Ne-
gapatnam, and hoisted Dutch colours as a decoy. The
English understood the stratagem, changed their course; |
and fled. Labourdonnais says he pursued them all that |
day and the next ; when, having thé wind, they escaped?

He roturned to Pondicherry on the 28rd, much enfeebled
by diseaso, and found all hearty co-operation on the part
of the governor and council still more hopeless than
before. After a series of unfriendly proceedings, under
which he had behaved with a manly temperance ; aftor
Dupleix had even commanded him to re-land the Pon-
dicherry troops, he resolved to send the fleet, which he
was still too much indisposed to command, towards Ma-
dras, for the double purpose, of seizing the vessels by
which the people of Madras were preparing to send away
the most valuable of their effects, and of ascertainining
whether his motions were watched by the English fleet.
The cruize was unskil;ﬁly conducted, and yielded little in
the way of prize ; it afforded presumption, however, that
the English fleet had abandoned the coast. Labourden-

1 Labourdonnals (Mdmoire, 4. 109,) dogs 1ot stata the number of the
from Pondicherry, with which e was obliged! 16 Content himpolf, Ormc,ﬁ‘g
faya, he abthinad thirty or forty pleces ; Bt It 19 8 grievous defect of Mr. Ornie’
M’g‘r;;"l:lllt he ncmrbfl“r:a his :.“L]Trli\:;.:!' P 110, 4nd 6 &
re pour onnals, v » I 110, and Orme, p. 64, who hers”
Sdopts the account of Labourdonsals, i

e i S S —"



- He left Pondicherry on the 12th of September,
and on the 14th commenced the operations, which ended,
as we have seen, in the surrender of the place.

It was in consequence of an express article in his orders
from howe, that Labourdennais agreed to the restoration
of Madras.! But nothing conld be more adverse to the
views of Dupleix. e advised, he entreated, he.
he protested ; Labourd is, however, proceeded with
firmness to fulfil the conditions into which he had en-
tered. Dupleix not only refused all assistance to expedite
the removal of goods, and enable the ships to leave Ma-
dras before the storms which accompany the change of
monsoon ; he raised up every obstruction in his power,
and even endeavoured to excite sedition among Labour-
donnais’ own people, that they might seize and send him
to Pondicherry. On the night of the 13th of October; g
storm arose, which forced the ships out to sea. Two were
lost, and only fourteen of the crew of one of them wers
saved. Another was carried so far to the southward, that
shé was unable to regain the coast ; all lost their masts,
and sustained great and formidable injury, Disregarding
the most urgent entreaties for assistance, Dupleix main-
Bainied his opposition. At last, a suggestion was made,
that the articles of the treaty of ransom should be so far
altered, as to afford time to the French, for removal of
the goods ; and Labourdonnais and the English, though
with some reluctance, agreed, that the period of evacuation
should be uhmmm the 151k of O to the 15tk
of January. waa all that 'ﬁ)n_ x desired. Upon
the departure of Labourdenusis, which the state of the
sepson rendered indispensable, ':ha place would be de-
livered into the hands of Dupleix; and he was not to be
emburrassed with the fetters of a treaty.®

lumwmmd‘“&";‘“ s pour 1o conserver.  Mém. p. 105, This

R e Gl N, o
;a:‘l;ﬂﬂ.l"lllxﬂmklh ﬁ::. all iden otl' mq“?;:;‘i‘;m:lw .;:.‘”“ of M. Labowidonsialy

s et Fm»&:-*mga 0"" pot 1o form .‘M ':‘“":':‘:‘“: and

Rm;":wmm I osee Wl T © o

Pronoh East Indis Compunly was to
% M{“cl:‘._ em ;h;:n;dor 0";‘ at lenst Dofore mew Ones Wers esgy.
Blighiod. .

i it

Méiiioiro, ub wypra, pp. 12920, Orme, L 6072 Duplels, tn Lis apos
g ;
VOL. 111, B
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térefore, a chance of executing his plan upon BOOK IV.




citar. 1. adduced. Upon his return to Pondicherry, the oppositi gE |
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may be sho

which he had formerly experienced, was changed to 0P
hostility. All his proposals for a union of councils ant
of resources were rejected with scorn, Three fresh shif
had arrived from the islands ; and, notwithstanding
loss occasioned by the storm, the force of the French W&
still sufficient to endanger, if not to destroy, the whol®
the English settlements in India! Convinced, by 9
counteraction which he experienced, that he possess® b
not the means of carrying his designs into executio®
Labourdonnais acceded to the proposition of Dupleix th#*
he should proceed to Acheen with such of the ships ®
were able to keep the sea, and return to Pondicher®
after they were repaired ; resigning five of them to D¥
pleix to carry out next year's investment to Europe. A%
its departure, the squadron consisted of seven ships; @
which four were in tolerable repair ; the rest were in sué®
a condition that it was doubted whether they could res |
Acheen ; if this was impracticable, they were to sail {0
the islands, In conformity with this plan, Labourdo®
nais divided them into two parts. The first, consisting ¢
the sound vessels, was directed to make its way to Acheel
without waiting for the vest: he himself remained with
the second, with inteution to follow, if that were in hi
power, The first division outsailed, and soon lost sight !

logy, involves the cause of his opposition to Labourdonnaisin mystery. It
6 seeret, forsooth! And a secret, too, of the ministry aud the company{ 1
disgrace, then, was tripartite : Great consolation to Labourdonnais | And greal
satisfaction to the nation | Le Slear Dupleix,” says the Mémoire, * reapecté
lex ordres du ministére et ceux de 1o Compagnie pour oser publier ici ¢ |
qu'il lul 8 ét6 enjoint d’ensévelir dans le Elns profund secret:” p. 27, In thd
usual style of subterfuge and mystery, this is ambignons and equivocal. THE
word ordres may signify orders given (0 him to bebaye aslie did to Labonrdons
mals; aud this is the sense in which it is understosd by Vollaire, who says, ‘Lo
gmvemnr Dupleix s'excusa dans ses Mémuires siir dés ordres secrets di i
re. Mais il n'avait pa recevoir b six mille ligues des ordres concernant uné
conquéte quon venait de faire, et que le ministere do France n'avait jamuls p
évoir. Sl cesordres funestes avaient ¢td donnés par prévoyance, ils dtotern
nir aveo cenx que la Bourdonnals avoif 3.
Le ministere aurall eu A o roprochier la peets de neut milligns dent on prive.
e France en violsnt I capi miais ut le cruel traitement dont i1
wya 16 génie, 1a valeur, cb 13 magnanitité de s Bourdon; -J'-W.
B sur Iinde, Art. 3. But the word ordres may nlso slgiify, orders
MM not .t:hdwmn tiie mgn;'dmm.’ 4 :."lmlnl pie o(h(hg:u_ yp&
ever suspeeted § & a groa

%:tolhe m.mhﬁrmmuuf,&m.




FATE or LABOURDONNAIS,

i ve for Acheen, at last directed his course to
the islangs, Hastening to Burope, to make his defence,
or answer,_the accusations of his enemies, he took his pas-
sage in a ship belonging to Holland, consequence of
the declaration of war sho was forced into an English
harbour, Itubourdonnais Wwas recognized, and made g
prisoner; but the conduct which he had displayed at

ras was known and remembered. All ranks received
him with favour and distinction, That he might not be
detained, a Director of the East Indig Uompany offered
to become security for him with his person and property.
With a corresponding liberality, the government declined
the offer, desiring no security but the word of Labour-
donnais, His treatment in France was different. The
representations of Dupleix had arrived : A brother of
Dupleix was a Director of the East India Company ; Dy-
pleix had only violated & solemn treaty ; Labourdonnais
had only faithfully and gloriously served his country ; and
he was thrown into the Bastile, He remained in that
prison three years ; while the vindication which he pub-
lished, and the authentic 'documents by which he sup-
ported it, fully established his innooence, and the ardour
and ability of his services. He survived his liberation a
short time, a memorable exaniple of the manner in which
4 blind government encourages desert.! :

He had nob taken his departure from Madras, when the
troops of the Nabok appeared. Dupleix had heen able to
dissuade that nutive ruler from yielding his protection to
Madras, a serviee which the ¥nglish, who had prevailed
on (lommodore Barnet to absiain fr9m molesting Pondi-
cherry, claimed as their due. Dupleix had gained him by
the promise of Madras. The Moor (s0 at that time the
Moslems in India were g&uemlly called) quickly however
reeived, that the promise was 2 flalumon; and he now
pe Kk etiice by driving the French from
s iy o g It i i dis-
the place, As soon as Labou e
_ umerous army of the Naligh, led by his son,
appeared, o 1 2 he disaster, however, which haq
invested Madras. From the : 4
\ ire, ut supra, pp. 221—280. f?",‘,"}fiixz::'nl‘l.’cl'll:]pc»‘;: f,;u"“"‘ e
th:ilig:oami'd othier pralses, says of him, g S

ise ! iy rrive Qb fui, o oo cd
'Inde, ce gul p'étoit Jama A i
nA‘:‘;- "d"‘:‘;‘:;\:‘l?-ﬂ u}w Histor. sur I'Inde, Art. &

S,

S-other; with which Labourdonnais, finding it in BOOK 1V,

CHAP. 1.
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 befallen the flect, Labourdonnais had been under the 7
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cessity of leaving behind Lim about 1200 Europeans, 4%
ciplined by himself: the French, therefore, encounte’®
the Indians ; astonished them beyond measure by 158
rapidity of their artillery ; with a numerical force Whie
bore 110 proportion to the enemy, gained over them a @&
cisive victory ; and first broke the spell which held #*
Europeans in subjection to the native powers.t B

The masters of mankind, how little soever disposed
share better things with the people, ave abundantly wi
to give them a share of their disgrace. Though, on otB®
oceasions, they may affect a merit in despising the pub¥
will, they diligently put on the appearance of being ¢
strained by it in any dishonourable action which the)
haye a mind to perform. In violating the treaty wit™
the Euglish, Dupleix recognised his own baseness ; med¥ ik
were therefore used to make the French inhabitants %
Pondicherry assemble and draw up a remonstrance again®®
ity and a prayer that it might be annulled. Moved M
respect for the general voice of his countrymen, D%
pleix sent his orders to declare the treaty of ransom afh
nulled ; to take the keys of all magazines ; and to sei®®
every article of property, except the clothes of the weare?
the moveables of thie houses, and the jewels of the womon
orders which wore executed with avaricious exactnes?
The governor and principal inhabitants were carried ¥
goners to Pondicherry, and exhibited, by Dupleix, in
species of trinmph.?

The English still possessed the settlement of Foup S

! Méwoire pour Dupleix, p.28; Mémoire pour Labourdonnais, i.948, *
Was now more than a century,” says Mr.Orme, i. 76, * since any Eurgpe®
vﬂonl had i u decigive advantage in war st the ofticars of tho GroAs

ul. The espevionce of farmar uumooausftl ward, and the scantiness o
1ol abilisles which p in all the <olonies, from it

o, had nded them that lmmnm.‘dm‘
il rsu in & =
- 2 : m:":iaugm'ﬁmuuﬂkn

enumy: when the Fretioh At oneo lLroke through
opinion, by ndunni: whole army with & baita

2 Ménolre po bonrd i, 262, Oroi, 3. 77, Dupleix, in
apotogy (Mé. p. 97), deelines defending thild Brodeh of fuiyy, ing
ﬂarmarerwm of meresy, to which, he y fh0 Miniatry anu the C iy
enjoined hitn.  Experience fustifiss three Inferences ; 1, That the disy )

a8 oxp would enh ; 2.1 o \ C 8

Neare smmn in fty i n
upon kil L

ul :
8 That ha such partners, his safoly o
18 fustificatlon, §°."d§'1:i‘-:§3lc s certaln i wai Tinocon, b e
nistry and the oy canting m. It was ! r that
was JEmocent, o TURC Mntg-nﬂ:'hﬂ gomm:: mm 1
{hwan u maxim at that time I thata Ewmﬂm
the Jnference was Jogloal. ,



- FORT ST, DAVID.

v Hie coast of Coromandel. It was situated twelve BOOK 1V.
h from Pondicherry ; with a territory still larger emar. 1,

than that of Madras. Besides Fort St. David, at which =

Were placed the houses of the Company, and other Euro- 1746

Peans, it contained the town of Cuddalore, inhabited by

the Indian merchants, and other natives: and two or

three populous villages. The fort was small ; but stronger

han any of its size in India. Cuddalore was surrounded,

on the three sides towards the land, by walls flanked with

bastions. On the side towards the sea, it was open, but

skirted by a river, which was separated from the sea by

a mound of sand. A part of the inhabitants of Madras

had, after a violation of the treaty of ransom, made their

way to Fort 8t. Dayid ; and the agents of the Company af

that place now took upon themselves the functions of the

Presidency of Madras, and the general administration of

the English affairs on the Coromandel coast.!

Dupleix lost no time in following up the retention of
Madras with an enterprise against Fort St. David, thie re-
duction of which would have left him without a European
rival. In the night of the 19th of Decembor, a force con-
sisting of 1700 men, mostly Europeans, of which fifty were
cavalry, with two companies of the Kaffre slaves trained
by Labourdonnais, set out from Pondicherry, and arvived
nest morning in the vicinity of the English fort. The
garrison, including the men who had escaped from Madras,
amounted to no more than about 200 Europeans, and 100

- Topasses. At this time the English had not yet loarnsd to
train Sepoys in the Enropean dissipline, though the French
had already set the example, and had four or five dis-
ciplined companics at Puuu.mhwn'y' They bad bired, how-
ever, 2000 of the undisciplined soldiers of the country,
who are armed promiscususly with swords and ta
bows and arrows, pikes, lances; matohlocks or muskets,
and known among the Buropeans by the name of Peons ;
among these men they hed distributed eight or nine
hundred muskets, and destived them for the defence of
Cuddalore. They had also applied for assistance to the

1 Orme, 1. 78. ! ring Todia wero: lat, ¢ 4
m:;l':'e :':Lo :ﬂ&t?;;ﬁn?::cg;ﬁ?‘; fg‘sggg‘l‘:‘e dlgclplme: 2lly, Tt:c l;‘gll\l‘t? ‘:‘

Impacting that discipline to natives in the European service, - Both discoyprigy
wére mate by the French,

T
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/ Nabob ; and he, exasperated against the French, by *

defeat at Madras, engaged, upon the promise of the Englmb
to defray part of the expense, to send his army to assis
Fort St. David. The French, having gained an advant®
geous post, and laid down their arms for a little rest, W“‘;
exulting in the prospect of an easy prey, when an army ©
nearly 10,000 men advanced in sight. Not attempting
sistance, the French made good their retreat, with twelt
Europeans killed, and 120 wounded. Dupleix immediate
entered into a correspondence with the Moors, to deta®
them from the English ; and, at the same time, meditat
the capture of Cuddalore by surprise. On the night of t_ho
10th of January, 500 men were embarked in boats, with
orders to enter the river and attack the open quarter ©
the town at daybreak. But, as the wind rose, and the sur’
was high, they were compelled to return. .
Dupleix was fertile in expedients, and indefatigable i
their application, He sent a detachment from Madras int®
the Nabol's territory, in hopes to withdraw him to its d&
fence. The French troops disgraced themselves by the
barbarity of their ravages ; but the Indian army remained
at Fort St. David, and the resentment of the Nabob was

inereased. On the 20th of January, the four ships of La~

bourdonnais’ squadron, which had sailed to Acheen 0
refit, arrived in the road of Pondicherry. Dupleix con-
veyed to the Nabob an exaggerated account of the vast
accession of force which he had received ; describing the
English as a contemptible handful of men, devoted to
destruction. “ The governments of Indostan,” says Mr
Orme on this occasion, “ have no idea of national henour
in the conduct of their polities ;-and as soon as they think
the party with whom they are engaged is reduced to great
distress, they shift, without hesitation, their alliance to
the opposite side, making immediate advantage the only
rule of their action.” A peace was accordingly concluded ;
the Nabob's troops abandoned the English ; hig son, who
commanded the army, paid a visit to Pendicherrys
was received, by Dupleix, with that display in which ke
delighted ; and was gratified by @ considerable present.?
! Orme, 1. 7983,

= i sbour ts, 1. 269, Mémoire pour Dupieix,p-£9. Orme
L“'lgl?onpoan pat upleis, s




.ON FORT ST. DAVID DEFEATED. 5.

Ap, as it would have been, from receiving sup- BOOK 1V.
the British ships at sea, and by the Nabob'sarmy  cmap. 1.
on land, Pondicherry, but for this treaty, would soon have
been reduced to extremity.! And now the fayourable op- 14T
Portunity for accomplishing the destruction of Fort St.
David was eagerly seized. On the morning of the 13th of
March, a French army was seen approaching the towi,
After some resistance, it had crossed the river, which
flows a little way north from the fort, and had taken
possession of itssformer advantageous position ; when an
English fleet was seen approaching the road, The French
crossed the river with precipitation, and returned to Pon-
dicherry2

The fleet under Captain Peytou, after it was lost sight of
by Labourdonnais, on the 18th of August, off Negapatnam,
had tantalized the inhabitants of Madras, who looked to it
with eagerness for protection, by appearing off Pullicat,
about thirty miles to the northward, on the 3rd of Sep-
tember, and again sailing away. Peyton proceeded to
Bengal ; because the sixty-gun ship was in such a con-
dition as to be supposed incapable of bearing the shock of
her own guns. The fleet was there reinforced by two
ships, one of sixty and one of forty guns, sent from Eng-
land with Admiral Griffin ; who assumed the cominand,
and proceeded with expedition to save Fort St. David, and
menace Pondicherry. The garrison was reinforced by the
arrival of 100 Buropeans, 200 Topasses, and 100 Sepoys,
from Bombay, besides 400 Sepoys from Tellicherry ; in
the course of the year 140 ern wore landed from the
Company’s ships from England: and in the month of
Januavy, 1748, Major Lawrence arrived, with a ecom-
mission to command the whole of the Company’s forces in

dia?
InThe four ships which had arrived at Pondicherry from
Acheen, and which Dupleix foresaw would be in imminent
danger, when the English fleet should return to the coast,
he had, 8 soon as he felt assured of oncluding peace with
the Nabob, ordered from I"onchchorry to Goa. I.“r.om Clog,

uritius, where they were joined b

Enggoosadnd 10 A LA Wk Sl 4
throe other ships from France, About the middle of June,

1 x himself, Bém, p. 29. )
3 ety 97" M. pout Dupleix, . 90 * Qrme, . 66, 47, a9,
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BOOK ¥V this fleet was descried off Fort St. David, making sail, ad ¥
eiiet, it intended to bear down upon the English, Admirél
- Griffin waited for the land wind, and put to seq at nighh

1747, expecting to find the enemy in the morning, But the

French Admiral, as soon as it was dark, crowded sail, até
proceeded directly to Madras, where he landed 300 soldier®
and £200,000 in silver, the object of his voyage ; and th?’%‘, L
returned to Mauritins, - Admiral Griffin sought for him 3’"'2]3
vain! But Dupleix, knowing that several days would b
necessary to bring the English ships back to Forb SF ;‘r
David, against the monsoon, contrived another attack upo?
Cuddalore. Major Lawrence, by a well-oxecuted fail“’f' Y
allowed the enemy at midnight to approach the very wallé
and even to apply the scaling ladders, under an idea t 'I?'
the garrison was withdrawn, when a sudden discharge of -
aptillery and musketry struck them with dismay, ‘
threw them into precipitate retreat. N
The Government of England, moved by the disasters o {
“the nation in India, and jealous of the ascendancy a.ssumﬂdj f
by the French, had now prepared a formidable armamen®
for the East. Nine ships of the public navy, one
Beventy-four, one of sixty-four; two' of sixty, two of fifty,
one of twenty guns, o sloop of fourteen, a homb-ketch wiblh
Ler tonder, and an hospital-ship, commanded by Admiral
Boscawen ; and eleven ships of the Company, carrying
stores and troops to the amount of 1400 men, set sail fromt
England toward the end of the year 1747, They had in-
structions to capture the island of Mawritius in theiy way ;
a5 a place of great importance to the enterprises of the
French in India. But the leaders of the expedition, after
examining the coast, and obeerving the means of defence,
were deterred, by the loss of time which the enterprige
would eccasion, On the 9th of August they arrived ak j

I

! Adeiral Grlia, on his retuvn 1o England, was broushit 0 & court-maptial 'i'
nd guspendsd, thy service, for neglikence in not lll"l'lﬁ #ood out to sos upon
t recelving biftemation of the eneimy's u; Hﬂ"'—‘h’ Y Qolng Whlumt ﬂ: }
el i g o v&:mnfh““""“"‘“::'m.
¥ ! . He pu an sentence, o
533& nmhpt:nhh iy X thelu‘nm-‘“iﬂﬂ“mmo :311& mm‘:nguum# i
slght, in y ; Oven an en- i
apunter vlmhwhu his o;n‘r#mlm ryoprosented s a superior mno,’):y which o f
10 Be attacked < W, % )
* Orme, |, 8801, Ormo says that 200 soldiers only wera landed iy the
: ﬂ.:‘ndm.ul')npldxh mMmmmmqu -
‘Mdm. p. 5




¢ David, when the squadvon, joined to that under BOOK IV.

.

i formed the largest European force that any one ciae:
Power had yet possessed in India.t y
Dupleix, who had received early intelligence from France L%
of the preparations for this armament, had been the more
eager to obtain an interval of friendship with the Nabob,
+ and to improve it to the utmost for laying in provisions
and stores at Pondicherry and Madras ; kuowing well, as
soon as the superior force of the English should appear,
that the Nabob would change sides, and the French settle-
, ments, both by sea and land, would again be cut off from
supplies.®
Preparations at Fort St. David had heen made, to ex-
pedite the operations of Boscawen, and he was in a
short time ready for action ; when all Englishmen exulted
in the hope of seeing the losa of Madras revenged by the
destruction of Pondicherry. Amid other points of prepa-~
ration for attaining this desirable object, there was one, to
wit, knowledge, which they had, unfortunately, overlooked,
At a place called Ariancopang, about two miles to the
south-west of Pondicherry, the French had built a small
fort.  'When the English arrived at this place, not a man
was found who could give w description of it. They re-
solved, however, to take it by assault ; but were repulsed,
and the repulse’ dejectod the men. Mime was Procious ;
for the season of the rains, and the change of monsoon,
wero at hand @ A smoll detachiaent, teo, loft at the fort,
might have held the ferble garvison in chook : but it was
resolved to take Avia ab any expense: batterioa
were opensd ; bub the enemy defended themselves with
s gpirit : Major Lawrence was taken prisoner in the trenches,
Several days were consumed, and more would have been
added to them, had nob & part of the enemy's magazine of
powder taken five, which so tervified the garrison, that they
blew up the walls and retreated o Punﬂnthrry. As if suf
ficient time had wot been lost, the English remained five
days longer to yepair the fort, in which they resolved to
leave a garrison, lest the enemy sbould resume possession
mg the si
d“';'ll‘:gy advssg:.d to Pondicherry, and opened the trenglyey

i 998, - 4
; mim pour Dupleix, p. 31, 33,
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Zon the north-west side of the town, at the distance of
1,500 yards from the wall, though it was even then cu&"
tomary to open them within 800 yards of the covered way*
The cannon and mortars in the ships were found capabl®
of little execution ; and, from want of experience, the ap”

proaches, with much labour, went slowlyon. At last they

were carried within 800 yards of the wall s when it Was
found impossible to extend them any further, on accou®®
of a large morass ; while, on the northern side of the tows
they might have been carried to the foot of the glaci®
Batteries, at the distance of 800 yards, were constructed o
the edge of the morass ; but the enemy’s fire proved
double that of the besiegers ; the rains came on ; sicknes?
prevailed in the camp ; very little impression had beo?
made on the defences of the town ; a short time would
make the roads impracticable; and hurricanes were appre-
hended, which would drive the ships from the coast.
was therefore determined, by a council of war, thirty-one
days after the opening of the trenches, that the siege
should be raised. Dupleix, as corresponded with the cha~
racter of the man, made a great ostentation and parade on
this unexpected event. - He represented himself as having
gained one of the most brilliant victories on record ; he
wrote letters in this strain, not only to France, but to the
Indien princes, and even to the Great Mogul himself ; he
received in refurn the highest compliments on his own
conduct and bravery, as well as on the prowess of his
nation ; and the English were regarded in Indig as only a
secondary and inferior people.

In November news arrived that a suspension of amag
had taken place between England and France: and this
was shortly after followed by intelligence of the treaty of
Aix-la-Chapelle, in which the French Government had
agreed to restore Madras. It was delivered up in Augnst,
with its fortifications 1auch improved, At the distance of
four miles south from Madras, was the town of San Tomé,
or St. Thomas, built by the Portuguese,and, in the time of

= says 4]
P e 0 DAL e ST, it e s v
e Tt O S e Bt
{ibtininad for the care with which lie kopt aé & 1Stance from shot, by ackat.

16t gue le bruil des armes suspendoit 208 TAETIONS, ¢t gue 1o calma sel con
Wﬂ‘?‘m.p.'ls. ,‘ : 33
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MADRAS RESTORED.

perity, a place of note.

by Christians, had hardly been regarded as a possession by
Y of the European powers. It had been found that the

man Catholic priests, from the sympathy of religion,
had conveyed useful information to the French in their
designs upon Madras. To prevent the like inconvenience
in future, it was now taken possession of by the English,
and the obnoxious part of the inhabitants ordered to with-
draw.! '

No events of any importance had occurred at the other
presidencies, during these years of war. The Viceroy of
Bengal had prohibited the French and English from pro-
gecuting their hostilitics in his dominions, This governor
exacted contributions from the Buaropean colonies, for the
protection which he bestowed ; that, however, which ke
imposed upon the English did not exceed £100,000. A
quantity of raw silk, amounting to 300 bales, belonging to
the Company, was plundered by the Mahrattas ; and the
distress which the incursions of that people produced in
the province, increased the difficulties of traffio.s

The trade of the Company exhibited the following re-
sults —

Gold and Stores exported,  Builion do, Total.
iy T, £231,318 ..., £458,544 ... £689,862
Hrdbe 81,364 . ..oiie 476,853 ... 568,217
17461 conie,. 265,818 ... 560,020 ... 825,838
MAT ] et SABSYE . e TIREEG  .ope.s . 887,235
1748 cuned 11D7.084 4 706,800 ..... . 834,114

The BRills of Exchange for which the Company paid
during those years wore :—

1744, | vosae- £103,349 1747 .ovio £441,651
1746 .vuones | 98,218 1748 iiusn 178,419
1746 voooe  ALT647

amount of ssles for the same yoars (including
thgltl; per cent of duties, which remained to be deduoted)

PRET £1,997,606

1745  woenee 2,480,966
1746 ...... 1,602,388

1 Orme, 1, 107, 75, 181.

:”m:‘l&:ﬁ& from lia Committse of Searecy, 1773, p. 76,

1747 1evere 1,738,159
1748 oo 1,768,041

L.

It had long, however, BOOK 1V.
reduced to obscurity, and though inhabited mostly cuar. 1.

1740,



The official value at the Custom-house of the jmport?
and exports of the Company, during that period, was 88

——— follows :

Tmports, Exports.
V744 (coseonns £743,508 sonveness £476,274
1745 .coie 973705 iuvivies 293,113

1746 ..is 646,697 803,540
1747 viayones 128,733 345,526
15484y s LgDDBITLOY 4 o pitcss 306,357"

The dividend was eight per cent. per annum, during the
whole of the time.?

During the sawme period, the trade of the nation, not-
withstanding the war, had considerably increased. The im=
ports had risen from £6,362,971 official value, to £8,136,408)
and the exports from £11,420,628 to £12,351,433; and, iB
the two following years, to £14,009,366 and £15,132,004.°

—_—

CHAPTER II.

Origin, Progress, and Suspension, of the Contest for establish-
fng Mokammed Ali, Nabob of the Carnatic,

A NEW scone is now to opon in the history of the Fast
A Indie Cowpany. Befove this peried they had main-
tained phe character of mere traders, and, by humility and
submission, endeavoured to preserve a footing in that dis-
tant country; under the protection or oppression of the
native powers. We shall now behold them entering the
lists of war ; and mixing with eagernoss in the contests of
the princes. Dupleix, whose views were larger than, ab
that time, those of any of the servants of the Company, had
alveady planned, in his imaginabion, an empive for thoe
French, aud bad eutered pretty deeply inbe the intrigues
of the ocountry powers, The English weve the first {o
draw the sword; and from no higher indudettent than the
promise of & trifling settlement on the Coromandel oast. '

A prince who, amid the revolutions of that couniry,
lind, some yoars before; possessed and lost the throme of
Tanjore, repaired to Fort St. David, and entrented’ the as-

P BIN O, Wiitworth's Tablea, part il p: &
g ?"«m b sups, g 74, il Whibworth's Taples, 9. §: part 78,
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TANJORE.

o English. He represented his countrymen
Cad y‘;f, ?:.gpmhe for his restoration j and promised
the fort and country of Devi-Cotah, with the payment of
all expenses, if, with their assistance, he should recover his
vights. The war between the French ang English had
brought to the nthlamm:i:l oif b:th mh&m in that quarter

' India, reater quantity T00ps than was necessary
g, mu.m : Endwith the mastera of troops it seems
to be a law of nature, whenever they possess them in
greater abund than is ry for defence, to eraploy
them for the disturbance of others, The French and
English rulers in India showed themselves extremely
obedient to that law. The interests of the Tanjore fugi.
tive were embraced at Fort St. David ; and, in the begin-
ning of April, 1749, 430 Buropeans and 1000 Sepoys, with
four field-pieces and four small mortars, marched with him
for Tanjore,

Tanjore was one of those rafaships, or small kingdoms,
into which the Molmmmednns, at their fivst invasion of
India, found the country in general divided. It oceupied
little more than the space enclosed and intersected by the
numerous mouths of the river Cavery. The Coleroon, or
most northern branch of that river, bounded it on the
north, and it extended about seventy miles along the coast,
and nearly as much inland from the soa.  Like the rest of
thudneighbouring country, it appems to have hocome de-

eut upon the more powerful jaship of Beejanuggur,
&?om thopoesiuh‘}iuhmenl; of the }uhmnmdn
in the Decoan; aud af upon the kingdom of Beeja-
pore, bub mubject still b its own laws and its own sovereign
ar raju, who held it in the character of g Zomindar, In the
time of Aurungzeb, it has been already seen, that o very
vemarkable personuge, the father of Sivajee, who had ol
tained o footing in the Usrnatic, had entered nto a con-
fodoracy with the Raje or Polygur of Mudkul or Madura,
against the Raja o zemmdmj or Nuig (for we find all thoss
titlos applied to him) of Tunjore, whom they ‘dofented ang
slew ; that aftorwards quarralling wikh the Raja of Mudk,
about the division of the conquered territary, the Mahryitg
Shigped Lim, of bib ALt Jeul pidssmcian: bot, .of
Mudiul and Tanjore, end transmitied them to J,

18 pPos-

G,

BOOK IV,
CHAP. 11,

1749,
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ferity.! His grandson Shacjee was attacked and taken
cmar. 1. prisoner by Zulfikar Khan, who, to strengthen his partdy
~—————— 1restored him to his government or zemindary, upon

1749, death of Aurungzeb. Shaojee had two brothers, Shurfaj®®
and Tukojee. They succeeded one another in the gover™”
ment, and all died without issue, excepting the 188
Tukojee had three sons, Baba Saib, Nana, and Sahujee: -
Baba Saib succeeded his father, and died without i§5“9'
Nang died before him, but left an infant son, and his widoW
was raised to the government, by the influence of Seid, th®
commander of the fort. This powerful servant soon de-
prived the Queen of all authority, threw her into priso®
and set up as raja a pretended son of Shurfagee. It suito!
the views of Seid to allow a very short existence to thi®
prince and his power. He next placed Sahujee,
youngest of the sons of Tukojee, in the seat of govern”
ment. Sahujee also was soon driven from the throné
Seid now vested with the name of sovereign, Prataup
Sing, a son by one of the inferior wives of Tukojee. This
was in 1741. The first act of Prataup Sing’s government
was o assassinate Seid. It was Sahujee who now crave
the assistance of the English: And it was after having
corresponded for years with Prataup Sing, as King of Tan-~
jore; after having offered to him the friendship of the
English nation ; and after having courted his assistance
agoiust the Trench ; that the English rulers now, without
so much as a pretence of any provocation, and without
the allegation of any other motive than the advantage of
.possessing Devi-Cotah, despatched an army to dethrone
him?

1Vide supra. Also Anrungzeb's Operations in the Decean, by Seots, p. 6.—M.
Also Duff’s History of the Mahrattas, i, 199.—W.

2 Mistory and Management of the East India Company, from an authen(ic
MS. acoount of Tanjore. See also Orme, i. 108, whio, In some particulars, was
miginformed.-—M. Duff calls im Synjee; and adds he was & legitimate son.
Pratanp Sing was the son of & concubine,—W,

3 “The mn\llngeor Lsky Jetter is to let your Majesty know, T shall esteem it o

honotr o e upon such terms with your Majosty, a6 may be cotivenlent
g both ; for whish reuson, I hope, this will meot with a gracious ncceptance, a8
likewise the few th 1 send with it.””  Letter from Governor Floyer to Pras
taup Sing, King of Tanjure, dated 30th November, 1746.—] rq d your
letter, and am glad to hear of the King of Tanfore's regard and civility towards
tho English: Yon mnl)l' Lo assured, that afler the 8rrival 6f gur ships, which
#ill be very soon, 1will serve the King, and all the h“{?‘nle that will do o gpod
whn tho Fremnch, who are enemies to all the workl." " Tapter from Guvernor
“m 10 Maccajeeniko, officer of the King 0f Tanjore, dated 3d Jam. 1747~

I 1o acquaint your Majosty of the go0d News we have yeesiyed from
Eurdpe two d.:;l pm.mz"ne Frenah navion (eneinios Lotk o your Majesty and




TANJORE.

proceeded by land, while the battering-
provisions were conveyed by sea. They had
© proceed when the monsoon changed, with a vio-
lent hurricane, The army, having crossed the river Cole-
Toon, without opposition, were on the point of turning
into a road among the woods, which they would have found
inextricable, Some of the soldiers, however, discovered a
Passage along the river, into which they turned by blind
but lucky chance ; and this led them, after a march of
about ten miles, to the neighbourhood of Devi-Cotah,
They had been annoyed by the Tanjorines ; no partisans
appeared for Sahujee; it indeed appears not that so much
as a notice had been conveyed to them of what was de-
signed ; and no intelligence could be procured of the ships,
though they were at anchor only four miles off at the
mouth of the river. The army threw at the fort what
shells they had, and then retreated without delay.

The shame of a defeat was difficult to bear; and the
zulers of Madras resolved upon a second attempt., They
exaggerated the value of Devi-Cotah ; situated in the most
fertile spot on the coast of Coromandel ; and standing on
the river Coleroon, the channel of which, within the bar,
was capable of receiving ships of the largest burden, while
there was not a port from Masulipatam to Cape Comorin,
which could receive one of 300 tons: it was true the
mouth of the viver was obstructed by sand ; but if that
could be removed, the possession would be invaluable,
This time, the expodition, again commanded by Mujor
Lawrence,! proceeded wholly by sea ; and from the mouth
of the river the troops und stores were conveyed up to

ish) had fitted out a force with design to drive the Xn lish out of
,I"nl\?llf?fnd )lmxl they been succesiful, they wonld never have mﬁ,m there ;

but would have made settlements in whatover parts of your couBtry they liked -
‘best, a3 they have already done at Cavical.  But it pleased Goa that theie vile
designs have been proventéd ; for our ships met them at gen, and took and
destrayed the whole of them.‘,o e 1 do not -:‘ »\8‘ T.?(:livt.vl::t u-;c I‘lnq
v P y al, e

i ‘:nm:cﬁ ;ﬂ?‘f‘u:}?-uwlmmg from Goversior Floyer to the lnns of ore,
4o mmm Jan, 1743, See i. 25, 26, of 4 Collection of Papors, entitied Tanjore
o ublighied by the East Inidis Company in three 4to volumes, fn 1777,
I‘mmruA PRDEY oV fon of the ey, drawn ap by their counsel,

G

CHAP. II.

1749,

S0 Ttons, in nnswer to two pimplilets; one cntitiel, “ Stats of Facts nla. |
. n

v * Origionl  Pupers relative to Tanjore.”
mmﬂngog;’e "thle Sg‘ﬁ" commanly qtiote, under the short title of u:ﬂ;!:
Aqlzndanl:hmnce did not comand on the g;"_'wmﬂﬂ of Tanjore, the foreq
was lod by Oaptain Gope.  Rous's Appendix; 30—W,
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OOR Y. Dovi-Cotah in boats. The army was landed on the &d¢

cuAr. . of the river opposite to the fort, where it was prop:

===—— to erect the batteries, because the ground on the sam®

1749, gide of the river with the fort, was marshy, covered Wit

wood, and surrounded by the Tanjore army. After thré®
days’ firing a breach was made ; but no advantage coul
be taken of it till the river was crossed. This was dad”
gerous, as: well from the breadth and rapidity of @’_‘
stream, as from the number of soldiers in the thicket®
which covered the opposite shore. To the ingenuity of *
comumon ship’s carpenter, the army was indebted for thO‘
inyention by which the danger was overcome. A raft Wi
constructed sufficient to contain 400 men ; but the diffi*
culty was to move it across. John Moore, the man wh?®
suggested and constructed the raft, was again ready with
his aid. He swam the river in the night ; fastened to &
tree on the opposite side a rope which he carefully con®
coaled in the bushes and water; and returned without
being perceived. Before the raft began to move, som®
pieces of artillery were made to fire briskly upon the spob
where the rope was attached ; and moved the Tanjorine$
to a distance too great to perceive it.. The raft was moved
acrosa ; it returned, and recrossed several times, till the
whole of the troops were landed on the opposite bank.
Major Lawrence resolved to storm the Vreach without
“delay. Lieutenant Clive, who lLad given proofs of hi#
ardent courage at the siege of Pondicherry, offered to Jead
the attack. He proeeeded with a platoon of Europeans
and 700 Sepoys ; but rashly allowing himself, at the head
of the plateon, to be separated froma the Sepoys, he nar-
rowly escaped with his life; and the platoon was almost
wholly destroyed. Major Lawreuce advanced with the
whole of his orce, when the soldiers mounted the breach,
and after a fooble resistance took possessiou of the place.
Au avcommodation between the contending parties was
offected soon after. The reigning king agreed to conceds
10 the English the fort for which they contended, with a
territory of the aunual value of 9000 pagodas ; and they,
“on thigir part, not ouly renounced the support of him for

whom they had pretended to fight 88 the true and lawful

: but agreed to seeurs bis person, in order that he

might give no further molestation to Prataup Sing, and




WAR IN TANJORE,
o ly 4000 rupees, about £400, for his annual BO L i

952" 1t may well: be:snpposed; thab $o conquer CEAZ. .
& for him would have been a frantic attempt. But
1o such reflection was made when o zsal for the justice of 1740
his cause was held up as the impelling motive of the war;
nor ean it be denied that his intevests were very coolly
resigned. It is even asserted that, but for - humanity
of Boscawen, he would have been delivered into the hands
of Prataup Sing2 He found means to make hLis
from the English ; who imprisoned his uncle and kept him
in confinement for nine years, till he was: released by the
French, when they took Fort St. David in 17582

While the English were ocoupied with the unimportant
conquest of Devi-Cotah, the French had engaged in trans-
actions of the highest moment ; anda great revolution was
accomplished in the Carnatie. This revolution, on which
a great part of the history of the English Fast Indis Com-
pany depends, it is now necessary to explain. Carnabio is
the name given to a lavge district of eountry along the
coast of Coromandel, extending from near the river Kistna,
to the northern branch of the Cavery. In extending west-
ward from the sea, it was distinguished inte two parts, the
first, including the level ecountry bebtween the sea and the
first range of mountains, and entitled Carnatio below the
Ghauts ; the second, including the table land between the
fivst and second range of mountains, and called Qarnatic
above the Ghauts. A corresponding tract, extending from
the northern branch of the Cavery to Cape Comorin, some-
times also recvives the nawe of Carnatio ; but in thab case
it is distinguished by the title of the Southern Carnatic.s

1 Opma, 1. 100—119. History and Msnagement of the East Indla CQompany
b N

% flistory and Management, p. 60, .
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W/ The district of Carnatic had fallen into dependen!
11, the great rajaships of Beejanuggur and Warankul ; and

after the reduction of these [lindu powers, had been
united to the Mohammedan kingdoms of Beejapore and
Goleonda.  Upon the annexation of these kingdoms to the
Mogul empire, in the reign of Aurungzeb, the Carnatic was
included in the general subjugation, and formed part of
the great Subah of the Deccan, In the smaller provinces
or viceroyalties, the districts or subdivisions, were propo
tionally small ; and the sub-governors of these Mivisions
were known by the titles of Zemindar, and Phouzdar 0¥
Foujdar. In the great Subahs, however, particularly that
of the Deccan, the primary divisions were very large, a?
the first rank of snb-governors proportionally high. They
were known by the name of nabob or deputy ; thab 1%
deputy of the Subahdar or Viceroy, governor of the Subah
and under these deputies or nabobs were the Zemindals
and Foujdars of the districts. The Carnatic was one ©
the nabobships, or grand divisions of the great Subah of
the Deccan. During the vigour of the Mogul governments
the grand deputies or nabobs, though irnmediately subject
to the Subahdar, or Viceroy, were not always nominated
by him. They were often nominated immediately by the
Ymperor ; and not unfrequently as s check upon the dan-
gerous power of the Subahdar. When the Subahdar, how-
ever, was powerful, and the Emperor weak, the nabobs
were nominated by the Subahdar.

When Nizam al Mulk was established Subahdar of the
Deccan, a chief, named Sadatullah, was nabob of the Car-
natic, and held that command under the Nizam till the
year 1732, when he died. Sadatullah, who had no issué
male, adopted the two sons of his brother: Dost Ali, and
Bikir Ali. Bakir Ali he made governor of Velare : and he
had influence to leave Dost Ali in possession of the nabob-
ship at his death. Nizam al Mulk claimed a right to
nominate his deputy in the government of the Carnatic;
and took displeasure that Dost Ali had been intruded
into the office with so little deference to his authority ;

anciertly, the name of Dravida, *although,” 24ys tho Colanel, * tho greater

. h':’ Ity‘n Krowr to Eumm-nn‘udmi\‘u‘? vy the name of Carbatle.” Tt wax

h‘b the Mohammedans, Carnatle belew the Ghauts, ns Canara preper was
calléd Carnatio above tho Gbauts.
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the affront. Dost Ali had two sons and four daughters.
Of these daughters one was married to Mortiz Ali, the son
of his brother Bikir Ali, governor of Velore ; another to
Chunda Saheb, a more distant relative, who became
dewan, or minister of the finances, under Dost Alj, his
father-in-law. }

Trichinopoly was a little govereignty bordering on tlhe
west updh Tanjore. Though subdiued by the Mogul, it
had been allowed, after the manner of Tanjore, to retain,
as Zemindar, its own sovereign, accountable for the reve-
nues and other services, required from it as a district of
the Mogul empire. The rajas of Tanjore and Trichinopoly
wera immediately accountable to the nabobs of the Car-
natic ; and, like other Zemindars, frequently required the
terror of an army to make them pay their arrears. In
the year 1736 the Raja of Trichinopoly died, and the
sovereignty passed into the hands of his wife. The
supposed weakness of fomale government pointed out the
occasion as favourable for enforcing the payment of the
arrears ; or for geizing the immediate government of the
country. By intrigne and perfidy, Chunds Saheb was
admitted into the city; when, imprisoning the queen,
Who goon died with grief, he was appointed, by his father-
in-law, governor of the kingdom.!

The Hindu Rajus were alarmed by the ambitious pro-
ceedings of the Nabob of the Carnatic and his son-in-law,
M;t?y Mr, Orme, i, 41, Colonel Wilks , on yerbal authority, that tle

rittas were nvited by tie cldest sy of the Nabob, Jualoits of Chiunds Subey,
i, p. 201Me e from Orme, who states that the cailection
5 Uy
O the re e L relast, the zéal aljact hoing fo fake advuniage not of
Tomle woaknoas, but of 8 disputed ey, N0 ana ichogh e Thncy
and 1 i il ! s
co:; Je ?leel:lht‘:pﬂ:’c I;::is;\:‘\l :rﬁ};o‘f; rance of tho Moliammedan states .}‘Fﬁu,,,ur or
Goleon nmp had preserved Dhele htdepo“"“’wm“.m“:ﬂum. ey TG Ty
3 ""‘"“d:h‘"{' ative yrinces was owIE 1o e b b5 g
ferredl Tanjore to a Mahratts rulie; And gave Co M StooraIn B to Deltan)
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eMappened to be engaged at the time in disputes BOOK IV.
ie BEmperor, which rendered it inconvenient toresent cmar. ir.
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7Zand incited the Mahrattas, as people of the same origi® -#
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and religion, to march to their assistance, The attentio?
of Nizam al Mulk was too deeply engaged in watching th®
motions of Nadir Shah, who, at that very time, was prosé
cuting his destructive war in Hindustan, to oppose & |
prompt resistance to the Mahrattas ; it has, indeed, heet* o
asserted, though without proof, and not with much probs”
bility, that as he was but little pleased with the appoints
ment or proceedings of Dost Ali,he instigated the Mahrattas
to this incursion, for the sake of chastising the pre?sumptioﬂ 1
of his deputy.
An army; commanded by Ragojee Bonslah, appeared off i
the confines of Carnatic, in the month of May, 1740. The |
passes of the mountains might have been successfully
defended by e small number of men ; but an officer of |
Dost Ali, a Hindu, to whom that important post was com-
mitted, betrayed his trust, and left a free passage to the
Mahrattas. Dost Ali encountered the invaders ; but lost
hls life in the battle. Sufder Ali the eldest son of the
deceased, retired to the strong fort of Velore, and began
to negotiate with the Mahrattas., A large sum of money {
was partly promised, and partly paid ; and Trichinopoly,
which rendered Chunda Saheb an object of Jjealousy to the
new Nubob, was secrotly offered to them, if they chose the
trouble of making the conquest. They returned i g faw |
months and laid siege to Trichinopoly. Chundy Sahebr
defended himself gallantly for several months, byt was
obliged to yield on the 26th of March, 1741 ; and was
carried a prisoner to Satarah + while Morari Row, & Mak-
Tatte chief, was left Governor 6f Trichinopoly. Sufder Al
afraid to trust himself in the open city of Arcot, the capital
of the Carnatie, took up his residence at Velore. Bakir Ali
was dead, the Iate governor of Velors, and uncle of the
Nabob ; and Mortiz Ali, his son, was hl::: gQVerl{: in x
lace. By instigation of this man, w ispogition w
;yrﬂdinfz and cElnwl, Sufder Ali was ussassinated ; and an !
atterupt wis made by the murderer 1o establish himself |
in ihe government of the %:;u;m?e ’h : b:‘!nta’-t ﬁ;&i? ;‘ﬁ: |
‘orts ho he shut himeelf up i his
:‘l‘dr:«.he nll’;lz:s‘ son of Sufder Ali was proclaimed Nabob !

i ol the Decean n detaf], gee Grme, I 36-~62 ; Cam-
Fﬂl".m‘l_lnpl‘l: l’l’ll‘(“l‘l,’ ‘]:;“;YEGD; History and Hmm‘gﬂuﬂlf. of the East 1:31



I, and returned to his government of the Deccan. To cia. ir.

Arrange the troubled affairs of the Carnatic, he arrived at
Arcot in the month of March, 1743. He treated the son of
Sufder Ali with respect; but appointed his
Abdoolla, to the government of the Carnatie ; and com-
pelled Morari Row, and the Mahrattas, to evacuate Trichi-
aopoly. Cojah Abdoolla died suddenly, apparently through
poisen, before he had taken possession of his government, ;
and the Nizam appointed Anwar ad din Khan, to supply
his place. Anwar ad din Khan, the son of a man noted
for his learning and piety, had been promoted to a place
of some distinction, by the father of Nizam al Mulk, and
after his death attached himself $o the fortunes of his son.
When Nizam al Mulk becamse Subahdar of the Deccan, he
made Anwar ad din Nabob of Ellore and Rajamundry
e year 1725 to 1741 ; and from
of Cojah Abdoolla, he served as
In ostent, Nizam al Mulk con-
the Carnatic upon Anwar ad din,
Mohammed, the young Son of
at the years of manhood ; but, in
signed him to the guardianship of
Avwar ad din, and in g short time the young Nabob was
murdered by g party of Patan soldiers, who clamoured for
Arrears of Pay, due to them, or pretendod to be due, Dby his
father, Aviwarad din escaped not the imputation of h"“:sl
the 8uthor of the erime, but ho was supparted by Nmad
Ulk, and appointed Nabob in form. It B Sl
din, wh WI;E the Covernor of the Carnatic when the
Frenol and English contended for Madrn%fmwd whom
Duyeix treated alternately as o @mgn?{lgwer. were oal-
lzam o] Mulk, whose abilities which he had made in
"Culated to ponfm the mmmm life wpent in tho
the Deccan, died in 1748, after a e i TR
toils and agitations of oriental ambition, § s
. ugi rnment of Sadatullah and
d‘m'll‘ytgaoilm. The m\ﬂnr in the Camatic; that of
family bad been highly pop
M

Governor of Goleonda,
ferred the government of
©nly for a time, till Seid
Sufder Ali, should arrive
the mean while, he con

Sinpany, 1. b0_72; Wdmoire pouE Dbt B T et o e ,,?,‘,‘,
Tlulx o 80 Révolution dgﬁﬂm.':ﬂ“_ It bs weltten with partiagjey
: ANamymonslyin two volwimes mod, sndamanof Wlents, The leading
ety ebx ; bt tio author s well infore

Nreshortly noticed by Wilks, ¢h.
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. Anwar ad din Khan was very much hated. A strong desir®
ciap. 1. prevailed that the government of Anwar ad din should be
——— subverted, and that of the family of Sadatullah restored

1749 the death of Nizam al Mulk opened a chamnel through
which the hope of change made its way. Chunda Sahe
was the only member of the family of Sadatullah, who
possessed talents likely to support him in the ascent ©0
the proposed elevation. The keen eye of Dupleix hi
c:nu-ly fixed itself upon the Pn,mpgul. of the elscugjl.icxlnty o
Chunda Haheb ; and if that chief shiould, Ly e o#
sistance of the French, acquire tha government of the
Carnatio, the most important concessions might be 0%°
pected from his grabitude and friendship. Ab the firab
ivruption of the Malirattas, the whole family of Dost Ald
had been sent to Pondicherry, (so strongly had the In-
dians alveady learned to confide in the superiority of Eo~
ropean power,) as the place of greatest safety in the pro-
vince. They received protection and respect; and the
wife and family of Chunda Ssheb, during the whole time
of his captivity, had never been removed. Dupleix treated
them with the attention caleulated to make a favourable
impression on the man whom he wished to gain, He even
correspouded with Chunda Saheb in his captivity ; and
agreed to advance money to assist in raising the sum
which the Mahrattas demanded for his ransom. e was
liberated in the beginning of the year 1748, and even
furnished, it is said, with 3000/ Mahratta troops. He
entered immediately into the quarrels of some contending
Rajas, whose dominions lay inland between the.coast of
Malabar and the Carnatic, with a view to increase his
followers, and collect treasure ; and he was already at the
head of 6000 men, when the death of Nizam al Mulk oc-
curred.

To maintain his anthority, in his absence; both at court
and in his province, Nizam al Mulk had procured the high
office of Ameer al Omrah, for his eldest son, Ghazee ad din
Khan, who always attended the person of the Fmperor.
His second son, Nazir Jung, had resided for the most part
in the Decean, and had officiated 48 his father's deputy as
often as the wars of the empire, ot the intrigues of the
court, had called him away. Though the obedience of
Nagir Jung hed been so little perfect as to have been
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< ehastised even by imprisonment, ho was present
herl his father died ; the army was accustomed to obey
him ; he got possession of his father's treasures ; the Em-
peror was far too weak to assert his right of nomination ;
and Nazir Jung assumed the power and titles of Subahdar
of the Dececan.

There was, however, a favourite grandson of Nizam al
Mulk, the son of a descendant of Sadhoollah Khan, Viasiv
to Hhal Jelas, by a daughter of Nizam ol Mulk. i
anitie was Hedsyot Moliy ad din ; to whicli lie addedl tho
title of Moosuffer Jung, Ho had been Naboh of Beojapore
fur several yuars, duriiig the life of his grandfutbier ; who,
it was now glven out and belioved, had nominated him
successor by hig willt  Sueh a competitor for the BOVeris
mont of the Deccan appoared to Chunda Saheb the vory
man on whom his hopes might repose. He offered his
services, and they wore greedily received, To attain the
assistance of Dupleix was regarded by them both as an
object of the highest importance; and in a Subshdar
of tho Deccan, and a Nabob of the Carnatie, whom
he himself should be the chief instrument in raising
to power, Dupleix contemplated the highest advan-
tages, both for himself and for his country. Chunda
Saheb persuaded Moozuffer Jung that they ought to
commence their operations in the Carnatic; where the
interest of the family of Chunda Saheb would afford
advautages. Their troops had inoreased to the num-
ber of 40,000 men, when they approached the con-
fines of the Carnatic. They were juined here by the
Freuch, who consisted of 400 Enropeans, 100 Caffres, and
1800 Sepoys, commanded by M. d’Auteuil: They imme-
diately advanced towards Anwar ad din, whom on the 3pd
of August, 1749, they found encamped under the fort of
Amboor, fifty miles west from Arcot.  The French offered
to storin the intrenchment; and though twice beaten baglk,
they advanced three times to the charge, and at last pre-
vailed. Auwar ad din was slain in the engagement, at the
uncommon age of 107 years; hiz eldest son was taken pri-
soner ; and his second son Mohammed Ali, with the wreclk

! Soor Mutakliareets, iii. 115, Wilka séy's ho was governor of the strong ot

ot;\ﬂg;:alc;);. pr;{u_ Ja Compagnic des Tndes contra le Sienr Duploix, . 80,

BOOK 1V.
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¥, of the army, escaped to Trichinopoly, of which he W3

Governor.!

Dupleix affirms, that had the victorious leaders, aceord-
ing to his advice, advanced without delay against Trichi®
nopoly, while the consternation of defeat remained, they
would have obtained immediate possession of the place:
and the success of their enterprise would have been 85°
sured. They chose, however, to go first to Arcot, that they
might play for a while the Subahdar and Nabob ; they
afterwards paid a visit at Pondicherry to M. Dupleix, wbO
gratified himself by receiving them with oriental display i
and was gifted with the sovereignty of eighty-one willage?
in the neighbourhood of the settlement.?

They marched not from Pondicherry till the very end
of October ; and instead of proceeding directly ugainﬂf'
Trichinopoly, as they had settled with Dupleix, they di*
rected their march to the city of Tanjore. The urgency
of their pecuniary wants, and the prospect of an ample
supply from the hoards of Tanjore, made them undervalu®
the delay. The king was summoned to pay his arrears of
tribute, and a large sum as compensation for the expense
of the war. By negotiation, by promises, and stratagems,
he endeavoured, and the softness of his enemies enabled
him, to occupy their time till the very end of Decembers
when news arrived that Nazir Jung, the Subahdar, was on
his mareh to attack thems

Nazir Jung had been summoned, upon his aceession, to
the imperial presence ; and had advanced with & consider-
able army as far as the Nerbudda, when & counter-order
arrived. Informed of the mmbitious desings of his nephew,
he nccelerated his reburn ; and was arrived at Aurungabad,
when he heard of the overthrow and death of the Nabob of
the Carnatict The impolitic delays of his enemies afforded

? Ormae, i 127 ; Mémoire, ut supra, p. 40; Mémeire pour Je Sleur Dupleis,
"-‘fm‘amwm pour Dupleix, p. 47. The Prench Company assert, in thely Memolr

t Dupleix (p, 44), that it was to gratify his vanity by this display, thet
aliefs delayed the wmarch to Trkjﬂnopo'{: which sectas the invenfion of
malignity. Onne says, with botter reasons, that 10 keen the army in obedience,
it waa neconsary to ebiasin money, which they lovied by contribution in tie
prgg;:::a...“ 188—136; Mém. pour Dupleix, p.61. The French Company scouse
l}ﬁrz‘::mtm‘“uf.}‘ﬂk! «;,r belng te antlior bf th DI-timed inyasion of Tenjors;
“%fesr Mulakhareen, 1. 115. Mr, Orme (1. 136) 18 mislaken when 1o
?x:.":::’ ltN:ll‘; nf'ﬁ"ﬁ:\?r“.ﬁnéﬁ?'ﬁ';ff tﬁg{?{ﬂunm’:& d'fn mcd for the
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# his preparations; and they were struck with con- BOOK TV.
Tnation when they now heard of his approach. They ocmar. it

broke up their camp with precipitation ; and, harassed by
2 body of Mahrattas, in the service of Nazir Jung, returned
to Pondicherry.!

Dupleix was admirably caleulated for the tricks of In-
dian policy. Though he exerted himself with the utmost
vigour to animate the spirits, and sugment the force of
his allies ; lending them 50,000L, declaring that he would
lend them still move, and increasing the French forces to
the number of 2000 Europeans ; yet contemplating now,
with some terror, the chauce of a defeat, he sought to be
prepared for all events, and endeavoured secretly to open
a negotiation with Nazir Jung. He addressed to him a
memorial, in which he set forth the enmity which was
borne by Anwar ad din to the French nation ; and the ne-
cessity under which they were placed to avail themselves
of any allies, to secure themselves from its effects; that
the death of that Nabob, however, had now freed them
from such obligation, and they were ready to detach them-
selves from the enemies of Nazir Jung ; that they hadl al-
ready manifested their friendly dispositions towards him,
in sparing Tanjore, and suspending the siege of Trichino-
poly, which the victorious army of them and their allies,
thers was no doubt, might have easily taken? It wns
only, says Dupleix, the arrival of an English force in the
camp of Nazir Jung, that prevented tho Subabdar from
embraeing the proposal?

From the bq;uuu? of 1747, the English had been in-
triguing, both wi izam al Mulk and with Nazir Jung,

i the French. Besides a letter from the English
Governor to the same effect, Commodore Griflin, in a lettoer
to Nizam al Mulk, dated March 6, 1747, smid, I shall nob
enter into a particular detail of all the roblwries, crueltice,
and depredations, committed on shure upon the King my
Master'’s subjects, by that insulent, perfidious nation the
French ; connived at, and abetted by those mmder youy
Excellency, (the Nabob of Aveot) whose duty it was to
have preserved the peace of your country, insbend of salling
the interest of 4 natien, With whom yoa have had the

1 e, . 136, 197, R
* Mdmaire pour Dupleix, p. 58 ! W p. 5a,
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¥V strictest friendship time out of mind;a nation that has
cimav, 1. heen the means nob only of enriching. this park of the
country, but the whole dominions of the grand Mngu] i and
1749, that to & people who are remarkable all over the wor
for encroaching upon, and giving disturbances and disquiet
to all near them ; a people who are strangers in your coun
try, in comparison of those who have beenrobbed by them
of that most important fortress and factory, Madras; and
now they are possessed of it, have neither money nor cre-
dit, to carry on the trade——And now, excellent Sir, W@
have laid this before you, for your information and consi
deration ; and must entreat you, in the name of the King
of Great Britain, my Royal Master, to call the Nabol to an
account for his past transactions, and interpose your power
to restore, ag near as possible in its original state, what
has been so unjustly taken from us”  Application was ab
the samne time made to Nuaziv Jung for his interest with
Liis futher, whioh that prince assures the English by lelter
he had effectually employed. A favourable answoer was 16~
ceived from Nizam al Mulk,and a mandate was sent to Auwar
ad din Khan, called at that time by the English Anaverdy
Khan in which were the following words : “ The English na-
tion, from ancient times, ave very obedient and serviceable t0
us : besides which they always proved to be a set of true
people, and it is very hard that they wet with these trou=
Blen, miaforbunos, and destruction. 1 do thorefure write
you, to proteot, aid, and assist thor in all respects, and
use your best endeavours in such a manner, that the
French may be severely chastised and rooted off, that his
Majesty’s sea-port town may be vecovered, and that the
English nation may be restored to their right, establish
themselves in their former place, as before, and carry on
their trade and commerce for the flourishment of the
place”  An agent of the English, & native, named Hajee
Hodee, who dates his letter from Arcot, the 10th of Mareh,
1747, presents them with the real state of the faet in re-
gard to Anwar ad din, the Nabob : “ 1 take this liberty to
aoquaint your worship, that as the Nabob is but o Renter;
he does not much regard the distress of the people of this
Pprovince, but in all shapes has respect to his own interest
and benefit; therefore there is no trusting to his promises.
The French are very generous in making presents of other
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rogard the money, as Governor Morso did, but part with it
for tho mufety of your settlomont.” Another of thoir
agonts, Boundla Mootal, informed them that if they ex-
pected any cordial assistance fromn Anwar ad din, they
must send him money for it. The second son of Anwar
ad din, Mohammed Ali Khan, showed himself during this
period of French ascendency, rather favourable to the
English : probably, from that spirit of discord which pre-
vails in the ruling families of the East, because his eldest
brother displayed a partiality to the French.!

When, after the deaths of Nizam al Mulk and Anwar ad
din Khan, and the captivity of the eldest son of Anwar ad
din Khan, Nazir Jung marched into the Carnatio agninst
Chunda Saheb and Moozuffer Jung, he summoned Moham-
med AL fo joln him from Trichinopoly, and sent to Fort
Bt David to solioit assistance fromn the Boglish. The arvival
of Moozffor Jung, the defeat of Anwar ad din, whiol haps
pened when they were engaged in the attnok of Tanjore,
and the apprehended schemes of Dupleiy, had struck the
English with alarm. “They saw,” says Mr. Orme, “the
dangers to which they were exposed, but were incapable
of taking the vigorous resolutions which the necessity of
their affuirs demanded,” I'hey allowed Mr, Boscawen,
with the fleet mud broops, to set sail for England ab the
ond of Oobobor, and sent only 180 Baropeans o suppoit
Mohanuued Ali ab Trichinopaly® The presenve, kowover,
of Nazir Jung, at the head of a great avmy, encouragad
them to comimand the detachment at Trichinopoly to
accornpany Mohammed Ali; and a fow days after their
arrival in the camp, Major Lawrence, with 600 Europeans
from Fort St. Duvid, joined the army of the Subahday.

The two armies were now uuﬂ:‘m.iently near to skirmish ;
when thirteen French officers, displeased that they had
not shared in the spoils of Tanjore, resigned their i
sions, and infused terror and alarm into the men thay
were destined to command. D'Auteuil, considering it 4o
Tonger safe to venture into action with men thus affecteq,
decamped the might before the expected battle, and re-
treated in the direction of Pondicherry, leaving Mooz for
*0rme, i, 130, 133, 138,

1 jtous's Appendix, 1. §—2%
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=8 gooda, both to the old and young” He adyises tho BOOK 1V.
inglish to be equally liberal with their gifts,and says,“Don't - amaw, 1,
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DDRAY. Jung and Chunda Saheb, in o state of despair. Moozuffer
ciar 1. Jung thought it best to yield himself up to his uncle, bY

1749.

whor he was iramediately put in fetters ; Chunda Sabebs
with his own troops, made his way to Pondicherry.t

The dangers were formidable and imminent which now
stared Dupleix in the face ; but he had confidence in the
resources of his own genius, and the slippery footing of 82
oriental prince. He sent an embassy to the camp of
victorious Subahdar, offering terms of peace; and at the
same time entered into correspondence with some i
affected chiefs in his army ; these were leaders of tfh"
Patan troops, which Nizam al Mulk, as the principal 18-
strument of his ambition, had maintained in his gervice;
and of which he had made the principal captains Nahob#
of different districts in his Subah. It was the standing
policy of all the Mohammedan princes in India to coBl
Pose a great part of their armies of men drawn from the
more havdy people of the north, the Tartars and Afghans.
‘Of these people the men who arrived in India were mere
soldiers of fortune, accustomed to seek for wealth and dis
tinction through crimes.  If the master whom they served
were able to chastise their perfidy, and feed their hopes
of plonder and aggrandizement by the prospect of his
conquests, they were useful and impertant instruments.
The moment they appeared to have more to gain by de~
stroying than by serving him, they were the most alarming
source of his danger,

Nazir Jung had the usual character of & man educated
a prince. He devoted his time to pleasuve, and withdrew
it from business; decided without consideration, hence
unwisely ; and was at once too indelent and too proud to
correct his mistakes. Under such a master, the Patan
lords expected, by selling their services to a competitor
to udd both to their treasures, and to the territories of
which the government was lodged in their hands,

The deputics of Dupleix had returned from the camp of
Nazir Jung, when D’ Auteuil, who continued to watch the
mations of the army, observing the negligence with which
#the camp was guarded during the night, detached an

) Sambidge’s War In India, p, 6—11; Orme, i 138—148; History and M-
Miiasent of the Enst Indis Compary, p. 78; Mémoire il Iapleix, p. 51 ;
b ‘omtrs Duplokx, p. 47 Révoltion des Indes, 1, 39,



upwards of a thousand of the enemy ; and returned with
the loss of: only two or three men ; another proof of the
extraordinary weakness of an Indian army, when opposed
to the force of the European mind.,

The Subahdar, alarmed at the presence of so enter—
prising an enemy, hastened to Arcot ; while the English
quarrelling with him about the performance of his pro-
mises, and the abandonment of their cause by withdrawing
his army, left the camp in disgust, and removed the only
important obstacle to the machinations of the conspirators
and Dupleix.

While the Subahdar spent his time at Avcot in the
pleasures of the harem and the chase, of both of which he
was immoderately fond, the French eshibited new speci-
mens of their activity and enterprise. A small body of
troops sailed to Masulipatam, at the mouth of the river
Kistna, once the principal mart of that region of India;
attacked it by surprise in the night, and gained possession
with a trifling loss: and another detachment seized the
Pagoda of Trivadi, about fifteen miles west from Fort St,
David.  Mohammed Ali obtained permission to detach,
hiraself from the army of the Subahdar, for the purpose of
dislodging them from Trivadi; in this he obtained as-
sistance from the English, who were deeply interested in
preventing the Frouch from gaining a position so near,
Some attacks which Moh 1 Ali and the English muule
upon the pagods were unsuccessful; and theso allies
began to quarrel. Mohammed Ali would neither advance
pay to the English, nor move his troops between the
pagoda and Pondichierry ; upon which they left him. The
French, who expected this event, waited for its arrival ;
attacked Mohammed Ali; gained an easy vietory, and
made him fly to Arcot, with two or thre‘e attendants. The
French, still aiming at further acquisitions, advansed

against the celebrated Fort of Gingee, situated on a vast
insulated rock, and deemed the strougest fortress in the
Carnatic. They stormed the fortlﬁuhomp to the very
summit of the mpuntain ; and conterplating afterwards
the natural strength of the place, felt astonished at their

OWh success.

ITH THE FRENCH IN THE CARNATIC. @IEE’

ith 300 hundred men, who entered it unobserved ; BOOK 1V.
ated into it a mile ; spread terror and alarm ; killed cmav. .
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This last exploit disturbed the..tranquillity and the

cnar. 1. amusements of the Subahdar ; and he offered to enter upo

1750.

negotiation. The demands of the French were lofty ; Nazll
Jung, therefore began his march to Gingee. But it Was
now October, 1750, and the rains began. The Subahdar
kept the field ; but felt exceedingly weary of the contest s
and at last appeaved inclined to concede whatever Was
demanded by the French. Dupleix negotiated at once let_h
the traitors and the Subahdar. He had just concluded his
treaty with the Subahdar, when his commander at Ginge®
receives from the traitors the concerted call. He marches
with his whole force ; attacks the camp of the Subahdaly
and is joined by the traitors ; by one of whom Nazir Jung
is shot through the heart. In his Memoir;, Dupleix affirmis,
that he wrote immediately to inform the Commander ab
Gingee of the conclusion of the treaty, and to prevent ful-
ther hostilities, but that his letter arrived not till after the
revolution was performed.!

Moozuffer Jung was now freed from his imprisonmenty
and vested with the authority of Subahdar. Immediately
however, the enormous demands of the Patan nobles, %0
whose perfidy he owed his power, began to oppress him ;
and le only parried their importunities by asserting the
necessity of forming his arrangements in coucert with
Dupleix. Lofty were the hopes, in which that ambitious
leader seemed now entitled to indulge himself, Moozufler
Jung advanced to Pondicherry, and lavished upon him every
testimony of gratitude and friendship. Dupleix exerted
himself to satisfy the Patan lords ; who, seeing his deter-
mination to support their master, permitted him to re-
trench their demands, and freasured up their resentments
for o future day. An adept in Indian policy, when he had
men of their dangerous character within the walls of
Pondicherry , would have taken care how they made their
escape.

Dupleix was appointed Governor of the Mogul domi-

1 Jt in worthy of remark that (he death of Nazir Jung, and the troubles that
ansued, might possibly have bheen prevented if there had been one amongst the
English qualified to with the hidar it a0y native luy . Major
Lawrence had been Informed of soms of the Intrignes bétwean dus and
e Fronch, and ** at an audlence endeavounred to aequaint Nazir Jung with what
@ Ind heard, but his Interpreter hnd not cournge o muke a deglaration wiich

WOl probably have cost him his life, and misrepresented what lie was ordered
10 00y ~Orme L 145.—W.
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the coast of Coromandel from the river Kistna to BOOK IV.
Comorin; and Chunda Saheb his Deputy at Arvcot. crar, 1.
Mohammead Ali, who had fled to Trichinopoly, upon the =
( assassination of Nazir Jung, now offered to resign his pre- 1791
tensions to the nabobship of tho Carnatic, provided Du-
Pleix, who listened to the overture, would obtain from tho
now Subahdar a command for him, in any_other part of
his dominions.
Moozuffer Jung left Pondicherry in the month of J: anuary,
1751, accompuauied by a body of French troops, with
M. Bussy, who had signalized himself in the late transac-
tions, at their head. The army had marched about sixty
leagues; when a disturbance, in appearance accidental,
arose among a part of the troops; presently it was disco-
vered, that the Patan chiefs were in revolt ; and that they
had seized a pass in front through which it behoved the
army to proceed. They were attacked with great spivit;
the French artillery carried every thing before it ; and a
victory was gained, when the impetuosity of the Subahdar
carried him too far in the pursuit, and he was shot dead
with an arrow.! M. Bussy was not a man who lost his pre-
aence of mind, upon an unexpected disaster. Te repre-
seated to the principal commanders the necessity of agree-
ing immediately upon the choice of a master; and as the
son of Moozuffer Jung was an infant, and the present state
of affuirs requirved the authority of a man of years, he re-
comisended Salabut Jung, the eldest surviving son of
Nizam al Mulk, who was present in the camp, and who
without delay was raised to the vacant command. Salabut
Jung promised the same concessions to the French whicl
had been made by his predecessor, and the ariny conti-
pued its march towards Goleonda.?
The Europesus in India, who hitherto had erouched at
the feet of the meanest of the petty governors of o distriet,
were astonished at the progress of the French, who now

vas' killed in poracnal confliot with the Nablb of
C;n(o):{‘.] obyu\?'ls;ml;:eh: was thrust through the forehead with o Javelin. |,
4. —W.

8 Nk taily sep Orme, 1. 142166, History and Management of
the E;;s?‘gn?aﬂ(’:g::vml;y, p. 74—70; Cambridge's War in India; p. 10—1g:
Soer Mutakharean, ifi. 113118, the author of which says that Mooxuffer Jung
Yiad a plot against th Patans, who o this occasiun were not €he aggressors;
lmn.? ir Dupile, p, 56—68, wio says ke entered into Mo conspiracy

l:umﬁ‘:uir Jutig beoausy he would ot lsten 1’2? peace; Mémoire confro
mmm . 47—61: Wilks, chap vil.,, with whom Dapleix is a favourits,
D :
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7" seemed to preside over the whole region of the Deccart-
crap, 1. A letter to Dupleix, from a friend in the camp of Salabub
—— Jung, affirmed that in a little time the Mogul on hi%
1751, throme would tremble at the name of Dupleix ;  and how-
ever presumptuous this prophecy might appear, little was
wanting to secure its fulfilment,

The English, sunk in apathy or despair, were so far 45
yet from faking any vigorous measures to oppose a tor-
rent by which they were likely to be overwhelmed, that
Major Lawrence, the commander of the troops, on whose
military talents and suthority their whole dependence
was placed, took the extraordinary resolution, not op-
posed, it would seem, by the Council, of returning at this
critical juncture to England. They used their influence
indeed, to prevent Mohammed Ali from carrying into
execution the proposal he had made to the French of sur-
vendering Trichinopoly ; but Mohammed Ali, and the
English in concert, made offer to acknowledge Chunda
Saheb, Nabob of all the Carnatic, with the exception of
Trichinopoly and its dependerncies. This the French
treated as o departure fromr the original proposal of Mo-
hammed Ali, and replied with haughtiness and contempt.
The English now engaged to support him, and he resolved
to hold out. The governor of Madura, however, a small
adjacent provinee, formerly o Hindu rajaship, declaved for
Chunds Saheb, and an attempt, made Ly a party of the
Iinglish, to reduce it, was repelled.

Towards the beginning of April, Chunda Saheb began
Lis march from Arcot ; and about the same time Captain
Gingens, with the English, was despatched from Fort St.
David: Chunda Saheb was encamped near the Fort of
Voleondah, on the great road between Trichinopoly and
Avcut, when the English appronched. A battle was
brought on ; but the English officers spent so much time
in deliberation as to discourage the men ; and the Eure-
pean soldiers fed shamefally from the field, even while
the Caflres and native troops mainteined ihe contest.’
The army retreated ; and though it posted itself, and en-
cumpad ot two different places, Utatoor and Pichonda ; it
quitied both upon the arrival of the enemy, and at lnst
toek shelter under the walls of Trinhhw&.‘ Ogunh

1 Mémolre cotifre Dupleix.



WAR WITH THE FRENCH.

51 the opposite side of the town.

The city of Trichinopoly, at the distance of about ninety
miles from the sea, is situated on the south side of the
great river Cavery, about half a mile from its bank ;
and, for an Indian city, was fortified with extraordinary
strength. About five miles higher up than Trichinopoly,
the Cavery divides itself into two branches, which, after
separating to the distance of about two miles, again ap-
proached, and being only prevented from uniting, about
fifteen miles below Trichinopoly, by a narrow mound, they
form a peninsula, which goes by the name of the Island of
Seringham ; celebrated as containing one of the most re-
markable edifices, and one of the most venerated pagodas,
in India ; and henceforward remarkable for the struggle,
constituting an era in the history of India, of which it
was now to be the scene.

The presidency of Fort St. David, somewhat roused by
geeing the army of Mohammed Ali driven out of the Car-
natic, and obliged to take shelter beyond the Cavery,
made several efforts to reinforce the troops they had sent
him ; whom, after all, they were able to augment to the
number of only 600 men. There was another misfortune ;
for notwithstanding the urgency with which, in the de-
pressed and alarming state of their affairs, the English
:""9 called upon for the utmost exertions of their virtue,

a fatal spivit of division,” says Major Lawrence, “had
unhappily crept in among our officers, so that uany oppor-
tunitios and advantages were lost, which gave the country
alliance but an indifferent opinfon of our conduct.”* The
French, however, made but feeble efforts for the reduction
of tlie place ; and the English were too much impressed
with an opinion of their own weakness to hazard any
enterprize to dislodge them?

| Lawrence's Narrative in Cambridge’s War in India, p. 98, “In themidile
of July,” says Ovme, 1. 183, * the discontent which prevailod smoeng the offi-
cers, made it necessury to rembve x"fﬂ of them, 4t & thme when there were
: few fit to sicoeed to theiy posts.
ve;)xfaw, the commander of the Freach forces, whom T am much more in-
clined to believe than Dupleix, one of the most audacious contewners of truth
that ever engaged in crooked politics, asserts his want of strength for gn v
afficient operation ; as Dupleix, who had entered into & corvesnondenice with
Moammed Ali, and reiied upon his promise to "ﬁ'ﬂhlwllhv French the gates
of Trichinopoly, sent lim; not to attack T n_"hl""’f"u-‘" but to FeCEIve possession
. He ndds,' that when they were gurprised by Mobammed Al's fiving upon
@

Iar,

the French lost no time in following, and sat BO
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While the war thus lingered at_fl‘richinopoly, Clive,

m who had been made a captain, to supply some of the e

movals occasioned by the recent discontents, persuaded
the Presidency to create a diversion, by sending him 0"
attack Arcot, the capital of Chunda Saheb, left with &
very slender defence. This young man was the son of ®
gentleman of small fortune in Shropshire. From tho
untractableness of his own disposition, or the unsteadines®
of his father'’s, he was moved when a boy from one t@
another, through & great variety of schools ; at which he
was daring, impetuous, averse to application, and impa-
tient of control. At the age of ninetecen he was appointe

& writer in the service of the East India Company, an

sent to Madras.  There his turbulence, though he was nab
ill-natured, engaged him in quarrels with his equals; his
dislike of application and control prevented his acquiring
the benevolence of his superiors: When the capitulation
with Madras was violated, Clive made his escape in &
Mobammedan dress to Fort St. David, and when the siege
of Pondicherry was undertaken, he was allowed to enter
into the military service, with the rank of an ensign. At
the siege of Pondicherry, and the enterprise against Devi-
Cotah, he rendered himself conspicuous by courting posts
of danger, and exhibiting in thom o during intrepidity,
Discerning men, however, perceived, along with his rash-
ness, a coolness and presence of mind, with a readiness of
resource in the midst of danger, which made Lawrence,
at an early period, point him out as a man of Promise.
Upon the conclusion of the affair at Devi-Cotah, Clive

retwmed to his civil oceupation ; but no sooner did his

<countrymen resume the sword, than his own disposition,

them from the walls, they Nad not o single F'“e of buttering or heavy canpoft
An tho camp; that it was three months betare they were :uuimlnl With any ¢
that at first the wiole wrmy consisted of 11,860, haf afler the detwelmeyt sent
for the fecovery of Avcor, it consisted anly of 6,680, of widm G600 ouly were
Eunropeans, See Plainte du Chevalier Law, contre sfeur Dupleix, p. 9123
Dupleix, on the other hand (Mdmoire, p.74), spoaking in. round numberss
sy that the nutives who had jolned Chunde Saheb, vaksed the anmy to 30,000
aeu. So widely ssander are (he statements of these two men, at the hemd of
the departments, ¢ivil snd military. P

! See s panegyrieal 1f of him, for which bis family farnishod materidls, in
Kippia's Diogrephia Brltannics, vol, iji. art. Clive.~—3

e Inte Llugrapher of Clive, Sic J. Malcolm, adyerting to { -
Temarks, that the fustice of the applisation of the opithel s B a0t
biirha out by the fats.  Uortaindy there is nothing in this nwg{a ado~
lestance 10 warrant the application; he secms to. havo BURIL SHUBOM and.
s ¥ather than tarbulent,—W.




RISE OF CLIVE.

: reity of officers, again involved him in opera- BOOK 1V. d

7 far better suited to his restless, daving, and conten- cmap. 1.

tious mind. He had accompanied the troops sent for the

defence of Trichinopoly, till after the affair at Voleondah, = 1752

and had been employed by the Presidency in conducting

the several reinforcements which they had attempted to

forward, He was now furnished with 200 Europeans and

300 Sepoys ; and to spare even these, Fort St. David and

Madras were left, for their defence, the one with 100, and

the other with fifty men. To command them he had

cight officers, of whom gix had never been in action, and

four were young men in the mercantile service of the

Company, whom his own examplelhad inflamed. For

artillery they had three field-pieces; and two eighteen

pounders were gent after him, The enemy, who remained

in garrison ab Arcot, which was an open town, defended

by a fort, abandoned the place, and gave him possession

without resistance. Expecting a siege, he oxerted his ut-

most diligence to supply the fort; and that he might

prevent the fugitive garrison, who hovered around, from

resuining their courage, he made frequent sallies ; beat up

their camp in the middle of the night ; defended himself

with vigour when assailed ; and harassed them by inces-

sant and daring attacks., In the meantime Chunda Saheb

Mﬂhﬂd 4000 men from his army at Trichinopoly, whial

were joined by his son with 150 Ruropeans from Pondi-

chierry; and, togothor with the troop e Raverry

in the neighbourhood, to the number of ‘enterad

the city. Clive immadintaly resolyed upon a violent at-

tempt to dislodge them. Going out with almost the whole

of the garrison, he with his artillery forced the enemy to

leave the street in which they had posted themselyes :

but filling the houses they fired upon his men, and obligeid

him to withdraw to the fort, In warring against the

people of Hindustan, a fow men so often gain unaccount-

able victories over a host, that on a disproportion of num-

bers solely no enterprise can be safely condemmned as

rash ; in this, however, Clive ran the groatest risk, with

but a feeble prospect of suocess. He lost fifteen of hig
Europeans, and among them a lieutenant ; and his o]y

‘ wrtillory officer, with sixteen other men, was disabled,

‘ ext day the enemy was reinforced with 2000 men frop
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¥, Velore. The fort was more than a mile in circumferonce #

cHir.gr. the walls in many places ruinous ; the towers inconVe

nient and decayed ; and everything unfavourable to 4
fence : yet Clive found the means of making an eﬂ"ect“'ﬂ"
resistance, When the enemy attempted to storm at W
breaches, one of fifty and one of ninety feet, he repulst
them with but eighty Europeans and 120 Sepoys fit 108
duty ; so effectually did he avail himself of his feebl®
resources, and to such a pitch of fortitude had he exaltet
the spirit of those under his command. During the fol=
lowing night the enemy abandoned the town with pre-
cipitation, after they had maintained the siege for fifty
days. A reinforcement from Madras joined him on the
following day ; and, leaving a small garrison in Arcot, he
set out to pursue the enemy. With the assistance of &
small body of Mahrattas, who joined him in hopes
plunder, he gave the enemy, now greatly reduced by the
dropping away of the auxiliaries, a. defeat at Arni, and 10
covered Conjeveram, into which the French had throw®
a garrison, and where they had behaved with barbarity t@
some English prisoners; among the rest two wounde
officers, whom they seized returning from Arcot to Ma-
dras, and threatened to expose on the rampart, if the
English attacked them. After {hese important transac-
tions, Clive returned to Fort St. David about the end of
December. The enemy no sooner found that he was oub
of the field than they re-assembled, and marched to ravage
the Company’s territory. Reinforced by some troop#
which had arrived from Bengal, he went out to meet them
in the end of February. Theyabandoned their camp upon
bis approach ; but with intent to surprise Arcot, from
which the principal part of the garrison had marched to
the reinforcement of Clive. They expected the gates to
be opened by two officers of the English Sepoys, whom
they had corrupted ; but the plot being discovered, and
their signals not answered, they did not venture to make:
sn attack, and suddenly withdrew. Though informed of
their retreat, Clive was still hastening his march to Arcot,
when at sun-set his van was unexpectedly fired upon Ly
the onemy’s ertillery ; and a hot engagement ensued. The
superior force of the enemy afforded them great adyap~
tages, and seemed likely to decide the contest; unlegy ky
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pedient their cannon could be seized. At ten at BOOK IV,

live detached a party, who, favoured by the dark- cmar. 1.

‘ 1653, came upon it unexpectedly in the rear ; defeated the &
troops who were placed for its defence; and succeeded 1752
completely in that important enterprise. _After this dis-
aster, the enemy dispersed ; and before Clive could under-
take any new exploif, he was ordered to the presidency ;
where it was determined to send him, with all the troops
under his command, to Trichinopoly. It was fortunate
that the enemy, dispirited by the last, in addition to sp
many former disappointments and defeats, disbanded
themselves at the same moment ; the country troops de-
parting to their homes, and the French being recalled to
Pondicherry.

While these active operations were performing in the

\ province of Arcot, Mohammed Ali, though he appeared to

[ have little to fear from the attacks of the French upon

| Trichinopoly, began to have everything to dread from the

deficiency of his funds. The English, whom he engaged

| to maintain out of his own treasury, were now obliged to

r be maintained at the cost of the Presidency. His own

[ troops were without pay, and there was no prospect of

|

keeping them long from mutiny or dispersion. He had
dpplied for assistance to the Government of Mysore, a
¢ ble Hindu kingdom, which had risen out of the
wreck of the owpire of Beojanugger, and viewed with
dread the elevation of Chunda Sahaly, who had formerly
almed at its subjugation. Molammed AL renewed bhis
importunities ; and, by promising to the Mysorcans what-
ever they chose to ask, provailed upon them to march to
his assistance. 'I"hey arrived at Trichinopoly about the
middle of February, 20,000 strong, including 6000 Mah-
rattas, who had entered into their pay, and of whom a
part were the same with those who had assisted Clive
after the sicge of Arcot. Their arvival .determinod the
King of Tanjore, who till then had remained neutral, to
send 5000 men. A few days after Clive was rocalled to
Fort St. David, he was again prepared to take the field 3
Dut on the 26th of March, Major Lawrence returned from,
England, and put hisself at the head of the reinforcernayy
Which consisted of 400 Europeans and 1100 Sepoys, ity
b fisld-picces, and & large quantity of military stopeg,
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IV, Both parties had their eyes fixed upon the reinforcements
cuar, i and Dupleix sent repeated orders that it might be inter=
icepted at all events. The efforts, however, of the enemys
1752, proved unavailing ; and Lawrence in safety joined the
camp,! S gt
It was now determined to attack the enemy in their
camp. This attack the French had not the resolution; ¢
the means to withstand, and formed the determination ©
passing over to the island of Seringham. Chunda SaheP
it is said, remonstrated, but without avail. In the h
of their retreat, the enemy were able to carry over only *
part of their baggage, and burned ‘what they were uua"?‘ T
to remove of the provisions which they had collected
their magazines.? i
As delay was dangerous to the English, from the ¢iI"
cumstances of their allies, it was their policy to redut® &
the enemy to extremities within the shortest possib_l'g ‘
time. With this view Clive advised them to detacha
of the army to the other side of the Coleroon, for the p¥”
pose of intercepting the eneniy’s supplies. Though ther®
was hazard in this plan; for an enterprising enemy, bY &

! Dujileix accuses Law with greut violence, for not litere thig eonte
voy ; -‘t‘dtm B lmwmnm‘:m readily joined vl& m&mm'&ww‘
faots asserted W arg frue, it wus from want of means, not of capacity of
inelination, that he fulled. He says, that the whole army, even after it wad
Jjoined by the remalns of the detachmentsent to Areot, and by the body under
Aulum Khan, did not amount to 15,000; while the enemy were three times
the number. That the cavalry of Chunda Saheb, who had long been withou?
pay, vefused to act; and were joined by several other corps of the nativ®
army, That from the importunate commands of l)upleix, to blockade M‘
starve Trichinopoly, he had extended his posts much beyond what the ulﬂ'“; ]
ness of bis means rendered advisable; and was weak 4t every point, LD
he made syery effort to fntercept the convoy at a distance, but the eaw
of Chunda Saheb refused to act; and Aulum Khan, after promising to supp! 1
tha detachment, fafled, on the pretext that there was not a_farthing to F‘ -
him.  See the detalls, as stated by Law, Plainte, P, 20—~28. n,(!amg:‘u Bt
thol: reply to Duplelx, defend the conduct of Law, Mem: contre pic“'
P T4,

3 This mavement has been violently condemned, and Dupleix ascrives to ‘: J
the defeat of his schemes; but Major Lawretice ENarvative, . 31) sy, dha
“they (the English oficers) reckonod it o prodent measure gt the (e
Froni the sweakness of the French,a rotroat was wievoidable, Law qsiris
that hud they itted the English to teke p of Seri
were taken i Cuudlne forks, He psserts, albi, that they were alfo
ing for want of provisions, and that, between absndoning Fpich
gether, and the resolution which he sdopteds there was yo middle:
Wise cturse woilld have Liean, no donbt, 1 sbandon Trichinopaly
Law suys, lie wan abundantly awarg.  But this, the roiterated
o da of Dupleix abpolutely forbad. L confuss (e defonce
1o me satisfuotory. }'mmu (’In chel:ui-ﬂ:‘l-”l: !';l-al. O A o Rering- ]

burned 8 great store of provisions, ey, i over >

m ;’ Dut what Law says, fa much More Probnblam tho ‘army ‘was /
‘alfeady beginnivg to US in want.

=




FATE OF CHUNDA SAHEB. Im

% one of the divisions, might gain a decisive advan- BOOK 1V.
tage Defore the other could arrive, Lawrence accepted the cmae. 1.
advice ; and Clive was detached for the performance of the ———
service. It was exccuted with his usual activity, spivit, 1752
and success. Dupleix made the strongest exertions to
reinforce and supply his army ; but was baffled in every
attempt. D'Autenil, at the head of a large convoy, was

first compelled to suspend his march 5 was afterwards at-

tacked in the fort to which he had retired, and at last

taken prisoner. The enemy wete soon in distress for pro-

visions ; their camp was cannonaded by the English ; the

troops of Chunda Saheb left his service ; and he himself,

looking round for the means of personal safety, chose af

last to trust to the generosity of the King of Tanjore, and
delivered himself, under the promise of protection, into

the hands of the Tanjorine commander, The F¥rench

soon after capitulated, and surrendered the
soners of war.

The fate of Chunda Saheb fwas lamentable, He was
immediately put in fetters by the faithless Tanjorine. A
dispute, under the power of which of them he should re-
main, arose between the Mysorean and Mahratte chiefs,
the Tanjorine Generals, and Mohammed Ali. To Compro-
ik the dispute, Major Lawrence proposed that he should
Lo o ined in one of the English forts, The parties sepa-~
M OUb coming to an agreement ; and the Tanjorine
lmmadiﬂdky ordered him to ho assasginabed. Dupleix
affivis that he was murdered by the expross command of
VI iich it is difieult 1o suppose that
Dupleix must ot have kitown to bo untruo, But it is
true, thet Lawrence showed an indifference about his fate
which is not very easy to be reconciled with either huma-
nity or wisdora. He well knew that hig murder wag, in
the hands of any of them, the probable, in those of some
of them, the certain consequence, of thejp obtaining the
charge of his person. He well knew, that if he demanded
him with firmness, they would hayve all cousented to hig
confinement in an English fort." And, if he did not know,
it is not the less true, that in the hands of the English he’

A\ Gome says it was ’;?efm’”cd by Lawrouce, but that the con

fedorutes vy, 1
: inglish were not o well a uiq
mab wssont. At this y . the Engiiok . saured of ghajy
P to the uetive princes with whom they
#9 to prefend to dictate to the they ~Opera-
E"’ —W, il i

mselves pri-



' Giav. u.‘ counterwork the machinations of Dupleix. At any rate,
——— Dupleix, of all men, on this ground, had the least title to

raise an aceusation against the English, since he had re-
golved to imprison for life his nnfortunate ally, and to
reign sole Nabob of the Carnatic himself.! :

The failure of the enemy at Trichinopoly, the possessx'xollla
of which both parties appear to have valued too high,
produced in the breasts of the English hopes of undisputed
superiority and of that tide of riches, which unbounded
sway in the affairs of the Carnatic pronnse@ to their
deluded imaginations. Major Lawrence was in haste to
march through the province, investing his tnumpl_mllt
Nabob ; and saw no place, except Gingee, which he imia-
gined would retard his progress.?

He was not a little surprised when the delays of the
Nabob indicated much less impatience. The Nabob wisy
in fact, engaged in a troublesome dispute. Among the
inducements which he had employed to gain the assistance
of the Mysoreans, he had not scrupled to promise tbe
possession of Trichinopoly and its dependencies. 'The
i{ysurcn.n chief now insisted upon performance ; and the
Mabratte captain, who eagerly desired an oppurtunity of
obtaining ‘I'richinopoly for himself, encouraged his pre-
tensions.

Intelligence of this dispute was a thunderstroke to Law-
rence. His country had paid dear for Trichinopoly; yob
now it appeared that it could not be retained, by him for
whom it was gained, without a flagrant violation of honour
and faith, The violation of honour and faith the Nabob,
in the Iudian moanner, treated as a matter of entire insig~
nificouce. The Mysorean could not but know, he saidy

1 This is directly afirmod by the French EBast Ingtin Conipany (M&nolc?
contre Duplelx, p. 703, and evidenced by extracts wlich thuy produce from
the lotlers to Duplelx, written by his own agerit at tive court of the Sytahdar.
By, Ormo says (1. 252), that the patent of Nubol was Actually Produred poro
Chuuda Saliel’s dewth, Tlie truth i, that efch of them, Chunity Sabwh o d
Hitself, winled to got rid of the other, und to be Nahol slouey uya v
endovouring, by mutoal treachery, to disappoint asch other's doglgns, S,
ut supre, and s Appendix, No. vi.  For the atove details, fram !

muflor &nx. suee Ormfe, 3, 180942y Hiatory and Man
“het [hdia Company, p B0—$2; Cuanbridige’s War In Dby, 167, ““”P
?ﬁ, Duplels, p. 71—771 M{ vontre Duplolx, p, 7054 P18 : o

Wvalicr Law, p.10 -3 Law payn, p. 33, that they oiade sane attemy '&’r
ﬂ&m&‘nf Cliunda Salied by water, bul the river Was 100 W the
v o Boas the et

Wrence's Norrﬂtlvo. p.38.
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-might have become a powerful instrument with which to

I

i
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ch a promise was never made to be fulfilled ; and BOOK IV,

doubtless no Indian can believe of any man, that he will ocmav. 11

keep more of 4 promise than it is his interest, or than he
18 compelled, to keep.! )

After some time lost in altercation, the Nabob promised
to fulfil his engagement, and deliver up the fort in two
months; and with this the Mysorean, finding no more
could be obtained, allowed himself for the present to
appear satisfied. The English, leaving a garrison in the
fort, sot forward to establish their Nabob ; but the aux-
iliary troops of Tanjore, and of Tondeman, had marched to
their homes ; and the Mysoreans and Mahrattas refused
40 depart from Trichinopoly.

Dupleix was not reduced to despondency, by the stroke

which the English imagined had realized their fondest
hopes. As it was the chavacter of this man to form
schemes, which from their magnitude appeared romantie,
s0 was it his practice to adhere to them with constancy,
even when the disasters which he encountered in their
execution seemed to counsel nothing but despair. Nor
did the resources of his mind fail to second its firmmness.
He still found means to oppose a nearly equal, in a little
time a more than equal, force to his opponents.
o I6 was resolyed, and very unwisely, that the first ope-
"m’t‘!ﬁha English should be the reduction of Gingee ;
gurisoned by the French ; and the only place in the pro-
vinee expected to yield a sevious resistunce. Major Law-
ronca wl}demnml {his plan of sperations, and recommended
the previous révovery of the province, and the collection
of the rents ; but by the in'mme of Mr. Sanders, the
Prosident, his opinion was over-ruled.* Dupleix despatehed
a foree for the purpose of seizing the passes of tho moun-
tains by which Gingee is surrounded, and of intercepting
the English convoys. The detachment of the English
army, which had arrived ab Gmgea, marched to dislodge
them ; but, instead of succeeding in their objeet, sustained
a defeat, )

The French, slevated b)' this advnnta,ge, reinforced their
victorious party with as many troops as they found it Pos-

) 1 Wilks is very severe on the treachery lor.i ?\:nlxolu, and on the
w';:rl.b‘c‘uiﬁa it l)E'\smrlcnl Sketclies, ut supra, p. 286—<29],

o Lawrency's Narrative, p. 42.
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. sible to send into the field. Thig army, by way of triumPh'

marched close to the very bounds of Fort St. Davids
ccompany of Swiss, in the English service, wero senb on
this emergency from Madras to Fort St. Dayid, in boats,
contrary to the advice of Lawrence, who entregted 'fh:i
might be sent in aship of force ; and Dupleix, unrestrai®
by the vain forms of a treaty of peace, subsisting P
tween England and France, while both parties were ¥}
lating the substance of it every day, took them prisone®
of war by a ship from Pondicherry road. Tawrence hos”
tened toward the ememy. His force consisted of 400
Buropeans, 1700 Sepoys, 4000 troops belonging to thé
Nahob, and nine pieces of cannon. The French army
cousisted of 400 Europeans, 1500 Sepoys, and 500 horse 5
who declined a battle, till Lawrence, by a feigned retreat,
inspired them with confidence. The action, which took
place near Bahoor, two miles from TFort St. David, was
decidedly in favour of the English ; but would have been
far more destructive to the French had the Nabob's cavalry
done their duty, who, instead of charging the routed foo,
betook themselves to the more agréenble operation of
plundering their camp. - After this seascnable vietory,
Captain Clive was employed, with a small detachment, {o
redace tho two forts, called Covelong and O}xingljput
which he executed with his usual vigour and address ;
and then returned to Burope for his health, About, thc;
same time the monsoon compelled the avmy to withdraw
from the field,

During these transactions, Nunjeraj, the Myzorean
Goneral, was not idle before Trichinopoly. He wmade
severul sttempts to get into the fort by surprise, as well
s fo corrupt the troops; and his efforta held Capiain
Dalton, commanding the English garvison, perpetually on
the watch. The views of that chief were now, also, diveoted
toward the Frenoh ; and so much progress had been made
in the adjustment of terms, thut & body of 3000 Mahws
wore aetunlly on their march to join the enemy, wi
viatory jat Bahoor produced a revolution in theie

aud they joined the Englinh, 05 if thoy had mayehe o :
Trichinapoly with that exprese design, Du;qb ¥ e
val of winbor-quarters, the nogotintions with rench

wars completed, and the Muhrattes, at an @arly perigd,

|

1



d to Pondicherry; while the Mysoreans, to give BOOK V.
themselves gl possible chances, remained before Trichino- omar. 1t
Poly, as still allies of the English ; but they declared them- .»
selves, before the armies resumed their operations ; and 1792
attacked an advanced post of Captain Dalton’s, defended
by sixty Buropeans snd some Sepoys, whom they destroyed
to a man.

Before theke designs of the Mysorean and Mahratta
chiefs were brought to maturity, Major Lawrence lad
given his advice to seize therm, in one of their conferences
with Captain Dalton.! If there was any confidence, during
negotiation, reposed in the English by the Indians, beyond
what they reposed in one another, a confidence of which
the loss would have been risked by such a blow, we are
not informed ; the danger which might have heen averted
by securing the persons of those enemies, was of consider-
able amount.

Dupleix, though so eminently successful in adding to
the number of combatants on his side, was reduced to the
greatest extremity for pecuniary supplies. The French
East India Company were much poorer than even the
English ; theresources which they furnished from Europe
were proportionally feeble ; and though perfectly willing

. ghave with Dupleix in the hopes of conquost, when

was spoedily promised, their impatience for
o iﬁm%hem soon tired of the m:.;‘ m&l‘ QWWCZ;
' unafel ing Dupleix to the means

: nqh; _AI] m wmm ies Dupleix had
employed his own fo o, and hisown it, in answering
the demands of the war ; und, us o last resource, lie uow

turned his thoughts to Mortiz Ali, the Governor of Yelore.

He held up to him the prospect of even the Nabobghip

itself, in hopes of drawing fron? him the ricties which h$

was reputed to possess. Morkiz Ali repuived to Pondi-
chierty, and evensulvanceda considerable sum ; but finding

1 j awrence, It Dust be remarked Ut thls advice wag
gtve:i“ng:’v“l’f:m:n u?:‘%g«&lmx of 6 plot, st b fuct by thie Mysorean gonoral,
fo assassinate Captain Dalton, and surprise l‘mhumpu:{‘. thoo boing no apen

0 e yet even with Mohammed AN, much loay with tho Euglish, 1t wqs
e u’a«-nwrv of this,” says the Majir, © that 1 proposed’ Daiton shoyta
B s the Maissorean and Morarow, which ho mieht easily have done by o
poize on l;c often hatl conferences with them; and 1 must own | thought,
[ %&:‘ ool Hiave' Heeh ‘-,%n to hnve done i, but the Presidency were

opinton.”  Lawrence's nrrative, p. 30.—~W.
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. that much more was expected, he broke off the negotiation;
cmar. 1. and retired to his fort.
The contending parties looked forward with altered
1762.  prospects to the next campaign, By the co-operation
the Mysoreans, and the junction of the Mahratta8 the
latter of whom, from the abilities of their leader, and (,l.zell'
long experience of European warfare, were no contemptl
allies, the French had greatly the advantage in numertt
force. In the capacity, however, of their officers, and 1
the quality of their European troops, they soon felb &
remarkable inferiority, Lawrence, without being a man 0
talents, was an active and clear-headed soldier ; and the
troops whom he commanded, both officers and men, ap-
peared, by a happy contingency, to combine in their little
body all the virtues of a British army. The Europensn
troops of the enemy, on the other hand, were the very
refuse of the French population ; and Lawrence, himself,
candidly confesses that their officers were frequently seens
in the hour of action, making the greatest efforts, and
without effect, to retain them in thejr ranks, Among
their commanders, not & man showed any talents ; and
Dupleix with grest bitterness complains, that, with the
exception of Bussy, he never had an officer on whose
ability he could place the smallest reliance.!

1 In his letter to the French minister, dated 16th October, 1763, he says the
recruits whom the Company sent him were, * enfuns, diderotenrs, ot bandits,”
He says, ** L’exemple que vous a présenté I'Angleterre en n'envoyant qne des
troupes aguerries anraiv du engager la Compagnie i avoir Ia méme attentinn
duns Je choix.” He addy,  Je ne saig que penser de celui qui est chirgé des
Tetrues, mais je crois qu'il n'y employe pas la somme que ls Compagnie 1ai
passe paur chaque homme: ce n'est sans donte pas votre intention ni la sienne,
nials Il n'en st psx molns vral que fout cé qul nous parvient n'est qu'un ra-
mszsis de la plue vile canaille.—Permettez mof, monseigneur, de vaus anpplier
du dontier b ce sujet los ordres les plus précis ; la gloiredu rai y st inté
e Wl vonis paroltrs plus que suffsant pour exiger toute yolrg atten 5
Je n'oke vous dire tous les mpnvaly Propos qui s¢ tiennent sur Fenvol de ces
malhetrenses troupes ; 1"Anglols on falt de gorges chaudes, il n'a qu que tro;
d'iccastons de Tos méprizer; les Maures of lea Indieny commencent pérdre Is
heute idde utu'lh axglent cotigue do nous, et nos offieleis 16 6 metteny que
anplgrd oux A leur 0 ; ce n'est qu'un cri h ce #WJor.” Mémoire pour Dupleix,
Piiwtes Justific. Loth. de M, Dupleix, & M, de Machsult, p, 50, .lu thy same
letter ho says, “ Pour loa officlers i1 ¥ en a pau, 08 Ponr misux dire lmmt d
tout qui solont en @t de commander; 1n bravonres ne 1ear mangue jy
Jes talons n'y rdpundent pan 3 dany Jo nombre aur-tout de cenx arrivés

fice, In plupurt wtalent que des enfans, ssns ln molidro tejntny
¥let:; I soldat s'sn mogric, ot svuvent avec Juste valson.” Nhig,y ),
B tho same letter of Ihe services of Bussy, Moug with Salnhat &
an Krols un second lof, Jo vona proteste, thonseignagr, ol 664

vette partle sorofant tormindes, 11 ¥ & plus de den Senilat,
P BT Nor was this an empty Dosgt i S0 DOAr way he to the 8000 '1 e
ment of leis object, without any such Important assfstance, thint the wicnts
:1' e:d wan lke Busay, fn the Carnatle, would soon Lxye placed him at ity
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n January the two armies again took the field : BOOK IV.

horse ; 2000 Sepoys ; and 4000 Mahrattas, commanded by
Morari Row. The English consisted of 700 European in-
fantry, 2000 Sepoys, and 1500 horse belonging to the
Nabob. The French, to avail themselves of their supe-
riority in cavalry, avoided an action, and employed them-
selves in making war upon the English convoys. This
they did, with so much effect, that Major Lawrence was
frequently obliged to escort his etores and provisions with
his whole army from Fort St. David. In this manner the
time was consumed till the 20th of April, when an express
arrived from Captain Dalton, that he had only three weelks’
provisions remaining in the fort.

When the English, after the capitulation of the French
at Seringham, marched from Trichinopoly, and left .
Dalton Commandant of the English garrison, the brother of
the Nabob was at the same time appointed Governor of
the town. By an unhappy oversight the magazines were
loft under direction of the Mohammedan Qovernor ; and
Captain Dalton satisfied himself with asking, from time
to time, in what condition they remained. When the
Mysoreans, however, had shut him up in his fort, and,
scouring the adjacent country with their cavalry, had
Prevented for some time the arrival of supplies, it ocourred

N, rather too late, that he had hetter see with his own
eyes on what he had to depend. His ally, he found, had
been selling the provisions at an enormous price to the
people of the town ; and ho was loft in that a arming con-
dition, of which he hustened to make report to Muajor
Lawrence.

Only one resolution was left to the English commander,
that of marching directly to the support of Trichinopoly,,
His army suffered greatly on f»hb. march, both by desertion
and sickness ; and, upon his arrival at the place, he found
that all the force e could muster for offensive operations,
after leaving the proportion necessary for the duties of the
garrison, consisted of 500 Europeans, and 2000 Sepays.
The Nabob had 3000 horse, bub t}ley were badly ]mu}, and
executed their duty with pmpm‘.twlml neglect snd disobe-
dionco, The French followed with 200 Etlmpef\gs and 500
Bagiogs, to'the support of the Mysoreans ; and T tichinopoly

aptain

rench, consisting of 500 European infantry and sixty cmap. 11.

17568.
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*became once more the seat of a tedious and harassing
warfare: :

It;m;leserves remark, that Major  Lawrence, who had.
vecommended the seizure of the Mysorean and att
chiefs, uniformly disapproved of the atbemp® tl" ri’:’“;‘
Trichinopoly after the promise to give it up: Pr
equally worthy of remark, that the delicacy of thef ;}f‘;
sidency withheld their hands from the persons of i
hostile chiefs; but easily endured the 'vxolntlon of the
engagement respecting Trichinopoly. Delicacy Woul‘d ha.}w;e
been less violated in the one instance, by following the
advice of Lawrence, and prudence would have beep mgre
consylted by following it in both. The cession of Trichi-
nopoly to the Mysoreans would have enabled the English
to establish their nabob, with little opposition, in the
sovoveignty of the Carnatic, and would haye saved them
from two years of expensive warfare.

It was on the Oth of May, 1753, that Major Lawrence
again arvived at Trichinopoly ; and from that day to the
11th of October, 17564, the most active operations were
carried on. Neither the French, with their aliies, were
sufliciently powerful to reduce Trichinopoly ; ner had the
English sufficient force to compel them to raise the
The two parties, therefore, bent their eudeavours; the
English, to supply the gerrison with a sufficient quantity
of food, to enmable them to prosecute their objects in
another quarter ; the French, by cutting off the supplies,
to compel the garrison to surrender: On both gides the
greatest exertions were made ; severe confliots were fre-
quently sustained, in some of which decisive advantages,
ot one time on one side; at another on the other; were ot
the point of being gained: and never did English troopd
dizplay move gallantvy and good conduet, than in defence’
_of the unimpertant city of Trichinopoly. More than &
- yonr had been spent; and neither of the contending
' parties seemed nearer their object, when a new gcene was

introduced.® i
"
‘
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NEGOTIATION CONTINUED. I"J

S wbjects, which fired the ambition of the European BOOK 1V.

rernors in India, were too distant to warm the imagi- cmAr.w

nations of the Dircctors and Proprietors of the French and

English Companies in Europe ; and to them the burden of 1754
the war had become exceedingly hateful. Aware of the
Passion for peace which now animated his employers, and
of the opinion disseminated in Eurape of his ambitious
and warlike views, Dupleix had opened o negobiation with
Saunders, the Governor of Madras, in January, 1754, The
real point in dispute was whether or not Mohammed Ali
should be acknowledged Nabob of the Carifatic ; the
English contending that he should he recognised by the
French, the French contending that he should be given up
by the English. The parties were far from being disposed,
on either gide, to concede the point ; and the state of eir-
cumstances was little caleulated to facilitate & compromise :
the negotiation turned, therefore, on matters of form ; and
never, surely, did negotiation find more ridiculous matters
of form on which to employ itself. Ina country in which
all questions of dominion are determined by the sword ;
in a question whioh, without any consideration of vight,
they themselves had, during four years, been labouring to
decide by the sword, they affected to sit down gravely toa
comparison of pretended titles and grants. The authority
weh bobli parties appealed was that of the Mogul,
Wl Ehie Mogu] himself, in the districh in question, was
1 uSwper, and that of g very recent d:;: 8 l&aﬂuﬁh-thn
such b h 1O Hore
authority in the Du'ﬂl m. me%'mum The antho-
rity on which ths government of the Carnatio immediately
depended was that of the Subal of the Decean ; and

the Subahdar of the Decoan waa Salabut J; ung, the friend

of the French: so fax, i point of title, they had the

undoubted advantage. The patents, however, which Du~

pleix had received from Sal:}but .!u.ng, and which placed

the nabobship of the Carnatic entively at his aj osal, he

asserted o have been confirmed by the Mogul. The kng.

lish, on their side, affirmed that they had & patent consti-

i tuting Mohammed Ali Nabob of the ?am.atno i and the

called upon the French to produce their documoents, iy,

' woh did exhibit somo papers, which the Eiglish, ang

&ﬁlﬂy with truth, asserted to be forged. The English
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¥, were called upon to produce their pretended patent, and

had none to produce : upon this, with mutual erimination,
the proceedings broke off:t g

The parties upon whom the decision depended in Eu?:lI:
camo together with minds more disposed t0 ﬂ"f"’m'; qof
tion,  The English Corapany had, from an early P‘ir that
the war, importuned the ministry with complml?E i’ Tk
during the existence of a treaty of peace between r gdaﬂ'
and Frauce, they were oppressed by the burden © ah oy
gerous war, produced by the ambition of a Frenc % 4
vernor in India. The same subject had formed the matte
of remonstrance between the English and French g"v"nls
ments ; and ib was at last agreed that the dispute shou:
be terminated by a distinct negotiation. M. Duvelaer
arrived in London, vested with the powers of the F renolt
East India Company ; Lord Holdernesse negotiated on the
part of the English; while the Duke of Newecastle, 85
minister of England, and the Duc de Mirepoix, o ambas~
sador of France, shared, when, necessary, in the co8”
ferences and decisions,

Dupleix, in stating afterwards the reasons of his conduct;
assertod that, in the situation into whicl the Decemt was
thrown, upon the death of Nizamal Mulk, au int
in the affairs of the country was not a metter of choice.
The chiefs who contended for power, supreme and subor-
dinate, were all ready to tempt, and by the most important
concessions, the European nations to grant them support.
If one nation, from an extraordinary effort of self-denial,
should decline such advantages, what was to bie expected
but that another would embrace them ? and that, rising
in power above its rivals, it should first oppress, and
finally expel them from the country ? Dupleix was the
first to perceive these consequences; and, from the promp=
titude aud decision of his character, the first to act upoX

3 b s 0 2 : H
e, T 338, The Bt hiers w1 e i of WAk ke 1

Allasiyn fo any pretanve of i patent hold ent by thie Eriglish. Iint i i

»
Huetly asserted by Dapleix, who appeals to the letters of Sannders, th Wl
Tils opponents had aceess, that T doubt not the fact.  The English W ' y

are very pevore upen the French forgeries, say thiut the cunhm

y flst
Broken off when the French, who had permitiod their Wy 40
wmby !;w }l;ug!lsh. lr'uh?r:w S uﬁm ";? &:5’;5'1 Loy i s Mu"f'ﬁ{
were A o hand, W

To forge i ::;»lnix - J, 'ﬁe °§f,‘:;,'., d!‘-:m;‘g,.e En 'to prodace any

lon, 1k
on which m.lat undergo the same “Wﬂ‘&h
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y«diicovery, This priority; which naturally promised BOOK IV.
00 advantageous to him, was the roverse. It stamped CIARIL.
his wholo career with the character of aggrossion; though e
the English themselves drew the same conclusions, as soon
38 they were suggested to them by the proceedings of
Dupleix ; and guided their proceedings by the belief that
it was not safe for them to see their rival aggrandized by
favour of the native powers., That to play a high gamo in
Indin, was a wish dear to the heart of Dupleix, sufici
appears ; but that there were strong reasons for the part
which he acted, no one soquainted with the affairs of India
will attempt to dispute.
The French Kast India Company, however, and the
. French Ministers, were but little acquainfed with the
! affairs of India; those who envied, aud those who hated
Dupleix, accused him of wastitig the resources of the Com~
pany in mmbitious wars; and the English Company and
the English ministry accused him of embroiling the two
nations in India; and there was a general prejudice against
him and his proecedings, both in France and in England,
at the time when the conferences in Liondon were held,
The English ministry prudently despatched a cougiderable
fleet to India, while the negotistion was still proceeding;
The French ministry had no fleet to spave ; and drended
the superiovity which such o force might bestow. The
Fronch OOmpmxy.' wore, ut the sawe time, extremely cager:
to tnste the  gaius of commerce, which they promissd
thetmselves in penco ; and, frow nll thess cawsos, wore dis-
posed to yuake amplo conceusions. 1t witimately appeared,
. that mmm“w be mide except upon
the apot.  The Tanglich, howover, oxclaimed against any
negotintion which was to he ermducted by Dupleix, the
object of which, they aflitmod, his ambition and artifice
would be sure to defeat. The F_mpah Tinistry were not .
far from harbouring the 5:'-'” "O!;'“z:‘i and ensily enougl
to the pmposition of cotmissionors
ﬁmm to sottle the differences of the two natisns
which their forbune in lodia sery probahly hinged ; for
after the short interval of two yoars, war wos po.
woll batweon the English nud French; when the Engligh.
VOL. 111, 4



pleix remained at the head of French affairs in India, the
scheme of that enterprising governor, to render himself
master of the Carnatic, and the Subahdar master of Ben-
gal, would have stood a-fair chance of complete accom=
plishment, inted

On the second of August, 1754, M. Godheu, appoin ed
commissary to negotiate a peace with t'he' English, an
vested with authority to supersede Dupleix in the govern-
ment of all the French possessions in India, a:ITI'VGd ab
Pondicherry. Dupleix affirms, that in the negotiations ab
London, for the sake of removing all local prejudices !m.d
views, it had been established that the governors in India
on both sides should be removed ; and commissioners,
free from all bias, should be sent from England to ter-
minate the costly disputest If this was a condition really
made, the French, it would appear, consented to a de+
parbure from it, as they raised no complaint against Mr.
Saunders, who continued the President of Madras, The
English, in this manner, obtained the important advantage
of having the negotiation conducted on their side by &
person conversant with the affairs and interests of the
two netions in India, while it wag conducted, on the part
of their antagonists, by a man to whom they weres in a
great measure unknown,

Godheu lost no time in taking upon himself the exercise
of his authority, and in commencing his negotiations with
Saunders. The strong desire of his employers for peace
appears to haye been the predominating consideration in
his mind ; and he manifested, from the beginning, a dis
position to concede, of whigh the English made ample
advantage. On the 11th of October, & suspension of arms
was established for three months; and on the 26th of
Pccembur, & provisional treaty, to be confirmed or altered
in Europe, was signed at Pondicherry. By this trenty,
overything for which they had heen contending was gained:
by the English ; every advantage of which they had come
into possession was given up by the French, Ry the sti-

1 . 1 v
IR R DI . 58, Ao s arion e e s gy
Diupletn, s 1y ook Jemied fn the Angsrer of the Company ta tie Métolro of

s entitied to credis,
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were expelled from Bengal; and the influence of Bussy
was paramount at the court of the Subahdar; had Du-
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L.

‘to withdraw effectually from interference in the BOOK IV.

SIS of the native princes, Mohammed Ali was left, by cnae. 1.

the fact, Nabob of the Carnatic or Arcot. And by the
tipulation to arrange the territorial possessions of the
WO nations on the principle of equality, the important
acquisition of the four Cirvears was resigned.l Till the
decision of the two Companies in Europe should be given,
the contracting parties were to abstain from hostilities,
direct or indirect ; and their possessions to remain as they
were.

That the severe strictures which Dupleix made upon
this treaty were in some degree overcharged, is not to he
denied. There is no reason to beliove him, when he asserts
that Trichinopoly was on the point of surrendering for
want of supplies ; for, at the time of the suspension of
arms, the relative advantages of the contending parties
appear to have been nearly the same as they had been
twelve months before, 1t is equally impossible to believe,
what the English writers affirm, that the advantages of
the English were now so great as to make it politic on the
part of the French to conclude the treaty, unfavourable
a8 it was. Admiral Watson had indeed arvived with a
iloet, consisting of three ships and a sloop; having on
board a king's regiment of 700 men, with forty artillerys
men, and 200 recruits. But 1500 European troops had
arrived with Godheu on the part of the French ;2 and
Dupleix boasts, with some reason, that he could have
added to these the Mahrattas, the Mysoreans, and, on cer-
tain conditions, the King of Tanjore.” Bussy, too, had
improved with so much ability his situation with Salabut
ghas 1 o aniSMLIAL Bk worhrdmmst o b ity Of the extenemasine
valuable provinces of the Northern Cirears were not noticed in the troaty,”
awhen the very first article of the treaty says, “The two Companies, Euglish
and French, shall renounce for ever afl Moorish cnvvrnment and digaity, and
ghiall never interfere in any differences that arise between the princes of th
country.” Mr. Orme, too (so wily:nlh‘c jn?g;}u?t g i "“"3
men when their passions am engas P "n t world have been no
fnfFingement of the trealy, to ussist the raltas with Eaglish troopy

2 pose of compelling Salabut Jang to, dismiss
gx‘:g o :o,;“tc]{: and ‘deprive tliem of the Northorn Circars, Orine,
i 40

- 406, by Lawrence, Nerrative, p, 95; Ormo, 1. 3n
u;nﬁ?’:;&@%xﬂrgﬂgdlcr{a téw r’)‘u dcl;. m;vnﬂ&:‘q ‘g\‘li‘le!inig;o hi ;
H 3 . pour Duy oY x himselg
““""‘(s{'.ﬁ}f‘pf'x iy, n(;:lzehn; the troops newly arrived Tils freo was yor, o
to that of the English.
Mémoire pour Dupleix, p. 111

754,
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J‘ /Jung, that he ruled in a great measure the counbcils of the
1. Subahdar of the Deccan.

After displaying, in the most brilliant manner, the es-

1754, fraordinary superiority of European soldiers, in the subju-

gation of the Patan rebels, he compelled Salabut Jung to
zaise the son of Moozuffer Jung, the late bul.m'hdar,and
friend of the French, to the government, originally en-
joyed by that unfortunate prince, of the strong'l}"ld of
Adoni and its territory, augmented by the possessions of
two of the Patan nobles, by whose treachery the father
wasslain.  “An example of generosity,” says My, Orme,
“which, if true, could not fail to raise admiration in @
country, where the merits of the father are so seldom of

advantage to the distresses of the son.”?
The settlement of the dominions of Salabut Jung was
formidably opposed by the Mahrattas, who, in the weak-
mesd which ensued upon the death of Nizam al Mulk, were
actively employed in adding to their congquests as niuch
a8 possible of the Subah of the Deccan. A Mahratts
general, named Balajee Row, had opposed himself, at the
head of 25,000 horse, to the march of the Subahdar; be-
tween the Kistnah and Golcenda, but, by negotiation and
o suitable present, was induced to withdraw. Within &
fow months he appeared again, with & force which would
have enabled him to gain important advantages, had net
the talents of Bussy, and the execution of European five-
avms, which astonished the Indians, decided in g variety
of engagements the fortune of the day. Danger came nos
from one quarter alons. Ghazee ad din Khan, the eldest
son of Nizam al Mulk, destined by his father to maintain
the intevests of his family at the court of the Mogul, had
apparently asquiesced in the accession of his second
brother $0 the government of the Decean, to which, as to
wdostined event, ho had been nooustormed to look. Upon
the doath, Lowsver, of Nazir Jung, as he bad heeoms very
unensy jn his situation st court, lie solicited, as the eldest
Bon aid successor of Nisam al Mulk, the intment of
Bubahdar of the Doccan, The asseit of the Hrapevos,
which was now & mere form without Power, was eueily
mmud; and Ghaves ad din arvivesl at A ingahad in
ha beginning of Ootober, 1762, ut the head, it is waid, of

1 Orine, I, 240,




' SITUATION OF BUSSY.

of whom a large body were Mahrattas, com- BOOK IV.
: y Holkar Malhar Rao. At the same time Balajee cuar. m.
Row, anl another Mahratta general, named Ragojeo Bonsla, ——
In concert, it is said, with Ghazeo ad din Khan, entered 170%
province of Goleonds with 100,000 horse. To meet
these formidable armies, Salabut Jung and Busay took the
field with very unequal numbers ; when Ghazeo ad din
Khan suddenly died. He was an old man, worn out by
the pleasures of the harem ; and his sudden death was by
10 means a suwrprising event; but, as it was singularly
opportune for Salabut Jung, it was ascribed to poison, said
to be administered, at his instigation, by the mother of
the deceased; and, as the event was favourable to the
Trench, the story of its odious canse has been ndopted,
with patriotic credulity, by the English histerians® The
Malatta generals still continued the war; but were in
every encounter repulsed with so much slaughter by the
French, that they soon became desirous of peace, and
Salabut Jung was happy to purchase their retreat by the
eession of some distriots to Balajee Row, in the neigh-
bourhood of Boorhanpors, and to Ragojee Bonsla, in the
neighbourhood of Berar ; where that Mahratta chief had
acquired for himself an extensive dominien, By the ser
vices which, in. all these dangers, Bussy had rendered to
the eause of Salabut Jung whom he alono preserved upon
the throne, his influence with that prines bad risen to the
groatest height: and though the envy and jeslousy of the
ministers, and the weak charaster of the Hubabdar, ex-
posed his puwer to perpetual jeopardy ; and on one ccca-
sion, when le was abscut for the recovery of his helth,
hedl almost destroyed it ; the pradence and dexterity of
that able leader enabled Lim to tri aver all opposi-
tion. In the latter end of L763; he d for bis countuy

: . Seer Mutilihsreon, wihom, i M
b ffx‘:;:{;ef this perg 10 l!l:;(fuun &'g.:.' s e = "E
ded suddeniy, without an a— story

indeed, prosented In & not the I'l!:n ;:u m however, ',“I

3
e fact to the nivther of ce od Din, but of his Naser in

s oriental historian describes the af the Fronch uwﬁtom
[n,r:mn n m:lh etpnu:nm ne these : * AL I tinse tho French, witl
quiokm“ ; m‘] t " st number e men, u‘fﬁ. the l’rn:gr?‘cg..

G L vty ) | "

ﬁ-‘rﬁ“ﬁ .nu:'n e o sltars of tielr ardilery® Soer Mutakharecn,




he four important provinces of Mustaphanagar, Ellove;

CHAT; 11, Re,ja.mundry, and Chicacole, called the Northern Circars ;

1764,

@ which made the French,” says Mr. Orme, “ mastors of
the sea-coast of Coromandel and Orixa, in an uninterrupted
line of 600 miles from Medapilly to the Pagoda of Jager-
naut ;7' and “which,” “says Colonel Wilks, “not only
afforded the requisite pecuniary resources, but furnished
the convenient means o6f receiving reinforcemen'ts.a of meg
and military stores from Pondicherry and Mm!mtlus ; and
thus enabled Bussy to extend his “political views to tlzg
indirect or absolute empire of the Deccan and the sol_xtll- ;
All these brilliant advantages were now cordially resigned
by M. Godheu ; and it will certainly be allowed tha‘t few
nations have ever made, to the love of peace, sacrifices
relatively more important. .
“Dupleix,” says Mr. Orme, whose concluding stricture?
upon his enemy are equally honourable to the writer and
the subject, “departed on his voyage to Europe, ou the
14th of October, having first delivered his accounts with
the French Company to M. Godheu, by which it appeared
that he had disbursed on their aceount near three millions
of rupees more than he had received during the eourse of
the war. A great part of this sumi was furnished out of
Lis owu estate, and the rest from moneys which he bor-
rowed at interest, from the French inhabitants at Pondi-
cherry, upon bonds given in his own name. M, Godheu
referred the discussion of these accounts to the Directors
of the Company in France, who, pretending that M, Du~
pleix had made these expenses without sufficient authority;
refused to pay any part of the large balance he asserted to
be due to him ; upon which he commenced & law-suit
againgt the Company; but the ministry interfered and put
a sbop to the proceedings by the king's authority, without
entering into any discussion of M., Dupleix’s ¢laims, or
taking any ueasures to satisfy them. However, they gave
him letters Jof protection to secure him from being pro-
seeuted by any of his creditors. So that his forbune was
left much less than that which he was possessed of liefors
he entered upon the government of Pondicherry, in 1742,
His conduct cortaiuly meritod a very different Toquital
from his pation, which mever had o suliject so desirous
! Grine, 1, a4, 3 Wilks, ut supra, p. 886,
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TIONS AGAINST THE POLYGARS. 3

© of extending its reputation and power in the BOOK 1V:
3 (ies; had he been supplied with the forces he amar.m.
desired immediutely after the death of Anwar-ad-din i

a1, or had he afterwards been supported from France 1754k

in the mannor necessary to carry on the extensive projocts
he had formed, there is 1o doubt but that he would have
Placed Chunda Saheb in the Nabobship of the Carnatioc,
given law to the Subah of the Deccan, and perhaps to the
throne of Delhi itself, and have established g sovereiguty
over many of the most valuable provinces of the empire ;
armed with which power he would easy have reduced all
the other European settlements to such restrictions as he
might think proper to impose.

When we consider that
he formed this plan of conquest and dominion at a time
when all other Buropeans entertained the highest opinion

of the strength of the Mogul government, suffering tamely
the insolence of its meanest officers, rather than venture
to make resistance against a power which they chime-~
rvically imagined to be capable of overwhelming them in
an instant, we cannot refrain from acknowledging and ad-
miring the sagacity of his genius, which first discovered
and despised this illusion.”t

In a short time after the conclusion of this treaty, both
Saunders and Godheu took their departure for Europe ;

pleasing themselves with the considerntion that, by means
of their exertions, the bl

ossings of peace botween the two
netions in India were now permanently bestowed. Never
was expeotation more completely doceived, Thair treaty
procured not 50 muoh a8 a moment's repose. The Eng.
lish proceeded to reduce to the obudience of their Nabol
the districta of Madwra and Tinivelly. The French ox-
claimed against these tmmwt«icnsz 88 an infringemoent of
the treaty with Godhou ; Tt ﬁndmg_t.hair remonstrances
without avail, they followed the English example, and sent
a body of troops to rednee to their obedionce the potty

ignty of Terriorts

“‘i‘{:ﬁﬁt&u a small kingdom, bordering on Tric»hh;opoly
towards the south ; and Tinivelly wasa kmg_dom of siilay
gxtent, renching from the southern éxtremity of Maduyrq

Brme - " ¢ (Précls du Sidcle de Louls X1y, ch, xxxly,),
bl: 1' b 3-3171{1: E?ili‘:;me?)h Paris les lrh!::n res:‘cﬁ dcl |88 fortune COMntre l)n

Ps lll:‘};s Indgs, 6t & solliciter des audiences dans V'antl-chamypg o beg
Juges. [} en monrut blentdt de chisgrin.
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omap; 1. gupremacy of the Mogul government of the Deccan, and

had paid tribute through the Nabob of Arecot, Whew

175, Chunds Seheb was mastor of Trichinopoly, he had set up

his own brether as Governor of Madura; but during the
disturhances. which followed, a soldier of fortune, named
Aulum Khan, obtained possession of the city and govern=
ment. When Aulum Khan marched to the assistance of
Chunda Saheb at Trichinopoly, where he lost his life; he
left four Patan chiefs to conduct his government, whf)
acted as independent princes, notwithstanding the preten~
sions of Mohammed Ali, as Nabob of Arcot. To compro=
mise the dispute about Trichinopoly, Mohammed Al had
offered to resign Madura to the Mysoreans, And upon his
liberation from the terror of the Frencharms, by the t{%"?
of Godheu, hie provailed upon the English to afford: hin
body of troops to collect, as e hoped, and as the English
believed, a large arvear of tvibute from the mouthern
dependendies of his nabobship,

The troops proceeded to the city of Madura, which they
took. Tho Polygars, as they are called ; the lords, or petty
sovereigns of tho several districts ; everawed by theterror
of Buropean arms, offered their submissions, sud promised
bo digchorge the demanded arrears ; but for the present
had little or nothing which they were able topay. Instead
of the quantity of treasure which the Naboband the Engliah
expected to receive, the money colleeted sufficed not o
defray the expense of the expedition. Thedisappointinent
and ill-humour were consequently great. The conduct of
the English offieer who commanded became the subject of
blswe. He formed a conexion, which promised to be of
considerable importance with Mavawar, a distriot, governed
by two Polygars, whioh extended along the consb on the
eustern side of Madure, from the kingdom of Wanjore 4l
it joined Tinivelly ; but this connexion gave wmbrage to
the Polygar Tonderman, and the Rajn of Fanjore; in aabis-
fation to whom it was renounced. With Maphuz Khan
the brother of the Nebob, who otbended the expadition,
s fubiare governer of the country, the officer formpd an

t out, 0t rent which was afterwards condermnnad, ay
; one balf of the reguisite amount: end tho ]
d%%.

. u ita retwrn, wns im?”"\lﬂ% ! d i
M’“‘l’hm it suffeved poverely by the people 3
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V. - From all these eduses, the existing displea- e
#4904 an objoct and @ vietim, in the nnlueky officor, cmaw: 15
" Was tried, and dismissed from the Company's servico.! e

About the same time with these transactions in Madura,
- but Ju ied by Bussy and the French

00ps, marched against the kingdom af Mysore, to extort
arrears of tribute, said to be due from it, as & dependency
of the Subah of the Deccan. Upon this emergency, the
Mysorean army before Trichinopoly (the Mysoreans had
refused to abandon their pretensions  upon ‘Trichinopoly,
when the treaty was eoncluded between the English and
Tyench,) was recalled. As the Mysoreans wore threatened
ab the same time by an army of Mabrattas under ji
Row, they wero happy to acquire the protection of Salebut
Jung, by acknowledging his authority, and paying ns large
@ swm as it was possible for them to raise.

By the departure of the Mysoreans from Trichinopoly,
Mohamimed Ali was left without an ostensible opponent
in the Carnatic : and ho was vested, as pompously as e~
sumstances would permit, with the ensigns of his office
and. dignity, at Arcob: Tt still remsined to compel the
Zemindars or Polygars, aud othor Governors of forts and
distriets, to yield him a revenue, The English, after sti-
pulating to receive one balf of all the moneys collected,
ent with him a large detachment to enforce o tribube

the northern chicfs, who recognised the anthovity of
the Nabob, and produced a portion of the demauded swms.
The reputed riches of Mortiz Ali, the Governar of m
rendered his subjugation the main: objest of desive:
English dot was strougly reinforced, and encampod
with Lhe Nahok within cannon-shob of the fort. Mortiz
Al uM)lil’d to the French. M. Dulaymt, vkamUmmu
of Pandichorry, informed tho English Prosidency, that he
i proceedings at Velore as s violation of the
s I PP DS A S e
treaty, and that he edistely withdrawn. T,;:
twoops. were not mv lore could not he ensily taken,
rulers, soon aware (;hé\t ;roo‘ the thesst of Deleyrit, whe
and unwilling to put to 4 tuke tho fickl
and 2000 Sepuyn ekl
bad made 700 Buropenns atbompt was
tocalled the army to Madews. An i

AWar in Indla; p. 100118,
L% Omme,L 450--gar; Cambeidye
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V. obtain a contribution for the Company from Mortiz Aliy

but the negotiation terminated without any effect.t y
Meanwhile the Polygars of Madura and Tinivelly, who
had made an ostensible submission during the presence °f
the English troops, were affording dangerous employment
to the Governor Maphuz Khan, A confederacy was formed,
which it soon appeared that the Governor was altogether
unable to withstand. The English sent a large body of
Sepoys ; but in spite of this support, the refractory chiefs:
continued unsubdued ; the country was thrown into con~
fusion by a petty warfare which extended itself into every
corner of the provinces, and no tribute could be raiseds
Highly dissatisfied with the unproductive state of a coun="
try which they had fondly believed to be the richest
dependency of the Carnatic Nabob, the English deter=
mined to manage it themselves ; and Maphuz Khan was
ordered to return to Trichinopoly. But the chief entered
immediately into confederacy with the Polygars ; seb
himself in opposition to the English ; obtained possession
of the town and fort of Madura by a stratagem: and,
with much uneasiness to the English, the disturbances in
Madura and Tinivelly were prolonged for several years?

During these transactions of the English, not very eon-
sistent with their agreement not to interfore in the dig=
putes of the native princes, or add to their territory in
India, the French were vestrained from that active oppo~
sition which, otherwise, it is probable, they wonld have
raised, by the dangerous situation of their affairs under
the government of the Subahdar.

The enemies of Bussy, in the service and in the con=
fidence of Salabut Jung, were both: numerous and power=
ful ; and exerted themselves in concert and with eager-
ness, to change the confideuce and attachment of their
feoble-minded master into distrust and hatred. It was
now about two years and w half since the grant of the
northern Civears ; when certain favourable ciroumstancess

! Orme, I. 848, 398, 410 ; Cambridge, p. 111, 117, 110,

# Ormo, i. 399, 430 Cambridge, p. 168,

4 1t Is not extraordinary shat there shonld have Been d atrong in he
Sairt of the Nizam opposed to the ¥renul, who Were ready o lvdmmlm

Gvery opportunity (0 influcnce the mind of Salnbut Jung aginet thivm.  Na.
Uve seecunts confirm the statement of Orme, that Shahmavag I&mm, e chioe

ster, way ab thelr head ; thie oirenmstance of Wil he yuade Presont nsg
WA diiva loen related ae it-is fally dotalled by Ortie, Tl Nieaw had lang
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE FRENCH.

em to make so deep an impression ¢én the mu{d 13005 :;‘t
1s prince, that the French troops were order(ﬂ to quit cHAP.IL
his territories without delay. Bussy, in expectation, pro- 1756,
bably, that the necessities of the Subahdar would speedlly
make him eager to retract ‘his command, showed no hesi-
tation in.commenecing his march. It was continued for
eight days without interruption : but his cnemies _lmd a
very different intention from that of allowing h_!m to
depart in safety. When he approached the city of
Hyderabad, he found his progress impeded by large bodies
of troops, and the road obstructed by all the chiefs of the
neighbouring countries, who had orders’ to intorcept his
march. Upon this he resolved to occupy a Post of con-
siderable strength, adjoining the city of Hyderabad, to
defend himself, and try the effect of his arms, and of his
intrigues among the chiefs, whom he well knew, till the
reinforcements which he expected from Pondicherry should
arrive. Though surrounded by the whole of the army of
the Subahdar, and so feeble in Pecuniary means, that his
Sepoys deserted for want of pay, and he durst not venture
them in sallies, for foar of their joining the enemay, he
f9und the means of supplying himself fully with Ly
Slons, and of resisting every attack, till his succours
arrived ; when the Subahdar sent to demand a reconcilia-
tion, and he was restored to u still higher degree’ of influs
ence ang authority than he had previously enjoyed. sallp
Tong the meang which had been 0}1111105‘:;_“:::"]?‘?“05*
¢ mind of Salabut J ung to the di-mM_ng BREr ke
Was the Prospect held up to him of r: mieasures against
glish. " No syoner, thevefore, Nk v;“ wade for a body of
58y devised, than an uPl»Hﬁ':&l;n& To the Presidency of
5 to the Presidency of resented & more dazzling
few things could have ¥

vamal, Who was supported in
el of o dleebeoy s, " Tha wovethiunt of
sege to Savanore, the rest dtia partisan, Moracl Tao, S gover ity e
Sislatance by the Muhrdlls FEC SIS snting i on conditinn that
rTerey yeas indebted to e O, SRRl
, en; to reliauish b g o mgm&na.“d Shahnavaz Khan
Jusy, Who was with the Nizam, & ndition Was e truth, that Bussy had
of the citedel of Sayansre. 110 %% 1o mare that af Salsbut Jung, It was
e Nisam el Ciyroeu (o thows of Selabul Jung, It Nl

L the Interests of his COUNIE S french wire the auther of
of ¢hiy duct ":n:lﬂnh -~ ..0‘.":‘:;1‘1 n.\;:u-ly Mnxuma“
renchy e v
Survice, upon the strong e Bt nobloma
of thu

n
of Shalinavaz Khas,
ﬁ. ABI6.— W5,




- 4 Lba S8 I
!
|
HISTORY OF BRITISH INDIA.

KSFY, prospect of advantage ; and in any ordinary situation of
cmaAp, 1. their affaivs, the requisition of the Subahdar would have'

~——— meb withan eager acceptance. But cvents had before this'

178,  time taken place.in Bengal, which demanded the utmiosh

exortions of the English from every quarter; made thenl
unable to comply with the proposal of the Subahdar; snd'
thenceforward rendered Bengal the principal scene of the
English adventures in India.!

CHAPTER IIL

Suraja  Dowla, Subahdar of Lengal—takes Calewttd—
attucked by an army from Madras—dethronad— Moo
Jaffier st up in lis steac. X

DURING the latter part of the reign of Aurungzeb, the
Subahs of Bengal and Orissn, together with those Of
Allahabad and Bahar, were governed by hiy grandsotl
Azevm-ovs-Shan, the seeond son of Shnh Aulum, who suo~
ceeded to the throne. Azeem-oos-Shan appointed as his
deputy, in the provinees of Beugal and Orilsy, Jaffier
Khan, who had been for some time the dewan, or supor-
intondent of the finances, in Bengal; a man of Tartar
descent, but a native of Boorhanporo in the Deccan, who
had raised himself to eminence in the wars of Awrur 1
Upon the death of Shah Aulum, and the confusions which
ensued, Jaffier Khan remained in possession of his jme
portaut government, till he was too powerful to pe
removed. While yet a resident in his native city, he had
martied his daughter and ouly ¢hild to a man of eminénes
in the swme plavs, and of similar origin with himself, by
uame Shujah Khan,  This relative hagd ropaired with him
to Bengal ; and when Jaffier Khan was clevated to the
Subshdnery of Bengal and Ovisgs, Ovinsa wag placed under
the govertment of Shujeh Khan, a8 deputy or nawab of |
the Subahdar.* ¥ d v i

% ndfa, P
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STATE OF BENGAL.

the adventurers who had been in the service of BOOK TV.
the second son of Aurungzeb, was a Tartar, cmae. nz

and the ruin of his party, Mirsa Mohammed remained 1755
Without, employment, and was overtaken, after some years,
‘With great poverty. His wife not only belonged to the
Same place from which the family of Shujah Klan was
derived, but was actually of kin to that new ruler. By
this wife he had two sons: the eldest named Hajee
Almed ; the youngest, Mirza Mohammed Ali. Upon the
news of the elevation of their kinsman, it was deherm.ined,
in this destitute family, that Mirza Mohammed, with his
wife, should repair o his capital, in hopes of receiving his
Protection and bounty. The disposition of Shujah Khan
Was benevolent and gemerous. He rveceived them with
fayour, The success of his father and mother induced
Mirza Mohammed Ali, the youngest of the two sons, to
bope for similar advantages. With great difficulty his
Poverty allowed him to find the means of performing the
doumey.  He obtained employment and distinetion. His
Pioapacts being now favourable, he sent for his hrother
HW_W Ahmed, and removed the whale of his family to
0, ®38. The talents of the two brothers were eminent,
?‘l?ﬁ Ahmed was insinuating, pliant, clis.::eming,l and 11;

i equally skilful and assiduous, Mirga Mohamme
Ali to all the wgdmas and intelligence of his brother added
%0 highost talents for war. . Thoy gt el o oo
m"t,emmdencyinthaaomcfwnd S
o abilitics addod groatly to the strenghls and splendour

A oo Y ; but destived Soreffraa Khan
h_isg de“wm,_m fathor of that
mnﬂe,nmwith > Le lived not on frivndly terms, to the
<} 'hmnym dress und activity of the two bro-

;‘x;wh ofm;'\;m Kh‘:fm 1729 ; and the younger of the
0 Tirothers, on whon wis bostowed the
Khan, wus intrusted with its administration.



HISTORY OF BRITISH INDIA, L

P . himself, with assiduity and skill, to give prosperity to the
omAr. 11, provinee, and to acquire strength in expectation of future®
~— eovents.! In 1739, the same year in which Nadjr Shal
1755 ravaged Delhi, Shujah Khan died, and was succesded by
Serefiraz Khan, his son. Sereffraz Khan had been educated
2 prince ; and had the incapacity, and the servile subjec
tion to pleasure, which that education usually implies,
He hated the brothers ; and began with disgusting &"4
affronting when he should have either exterminated, O¥
reconciled. The resolution of Aliverdi was soon taken.
He employed his influence, which was great, at Delhi, t0 }
obtain his nomination to the government of Bengal Bndl‘
the united provinces ; and marched with an army to de-
throne Sereffraz, who lost his Iife in the battle. With the
exception of the Governor of Orissa, whom he soon re
duced, the whole country submitted without opposition.
He governed it with unusual humanity and justice; and
defended it with splendid ability and unwearied perse-
verance,

The Mahrattas, who had spread themselves at this time 4
over a great part of the continent of India, seemed resolved
upon the con. uest of Bengal, the richest portion of the
Mogul empire* The dependence of the greatest events
upon the slightest causes is often exemplified in Asiatic
story. Had Sereffraz Khan remained Subahday of Bongal,
the Mahrattas might have added it, and all {he adjoining
provinces, to their extensive dominion, The English, and
other European factories, might have been expelled.  Nq.
thing afterwards remained to check the Mahratta Progress,
The Mohammedans might have been exterminated ; ang l
the governmont of Brahrvons and Kshatriyas might have
extended onee more from Caubul to Cape Comorin,

Aliverdi was on his return from the expedition againsg
the Governor of Orissa, and had disbanded a great portion
of his army, in contemplation of tranguillity and enjoy-
ment, when he learned that a large army of Mahrattas ’
had entered through the valleys in the Mountaing, at eight
days’ journey west of his capital Mool '
Mahrattas, besides possessing themselves of Kandeish and

o e e, B 1D e v 1

i T gaw donveying to him i 4 boat.
: Mutakbareen, |, 298~ 340; Orme, il. 2032,
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hefore this period, overrun and subdued the BOOK IV.

ole province of Berar, where a general, named Ragojée cHAP. 11,

Bonsla, of the family of Sivajee, had established himself -

ina widely-extended sovereignty which acknowledged but 1765

2 nominal subjection to the primitive throne. The do-

minions of Ragojee Bonsla were separated from Bahar,

Bengal, and Orissa, by only a chain of mountains, which

it was easy for the Mahrattas to' penetrate in many parts.

And now it was that the said ohief, either urged by the

hope of adding the richest part of Hindustan to his em-

pire, or ab the instigation, as was alleged, of Nizam al

Mulk, sent an army under a Brahmen general to invade

Bengal® Aliverdi marched against them instantly with

the small number of troops which he had about his person,

and was hardy enough to venture a battle; but the Afghan

troops in his service were discontented with somie recent

treatment, and were inclined to make their advantage of

hig necessities. They acted coldly and feebly during the

engagement. Aliverdi found it difficult to avoid a total

defeat, and remained surrounded on all sides by a numerous

and active enmemy. Ile resolved to fight his way back;

and though he suffered prodigiously from the sword, from

fatigue, and from famine, he effected a glorious retreat ;

but reached not his capital till a detachm

hod taken and plundered the suburbs.?
The Muohrattas, instead of returning to their own

country, determined to remain during the peviod of the

roins : and collected the revenne of almost the whole of

territory south of the Ganges. Aliverdi made the greatest

exertions to oollect an army; and marching out at the

termination of the rains, surprised the Mahrattas in their

camp, and put them to flight ; pursued them from pogt

! yatta accounts, which appear to be most authentio, refer the invae
h:n 1;1;%1’1;1‘:‘ to a different canse—the invitation of Mesr Hubocl, tl\ol?)e':::n
:( the Governor of Orissa. Thi Mahrattas, Lowover, were too lste in thejr
invasion of the latter provines, and therefure tarned nortliwards, penitraty
inw the districts of Midnapore aud Burdwan: in the latter they defeate,
Xli‘ rdi Khan. They were prevented from following np fheir success, ang
marching to Moorshedabad, by m;;:;gv"f' n:':n(m‘ﬁ"mh:‘e:pﬂﬁnywﬂ Norso
A R e i ; , Whore ng
::;‘;ﬂi‘;’;h};‘:::\?:r “;;icplugdergge ll‘:lm‘::;;:ﬂﬂ‘ b::“ of o wiilliony ang
; . . Seer wen, 1. 420.—W,
.l’m' “tu‘li‘“s"“:; t!;e:t‘lll‘ \: province, At |ht. “ﬁm appartunitioy of *
uing many of the parieulars, gives (ntereating Hstorica Fvont, i 115y
alle u.:n;"uym of $iids Teiroat, Wiiich 1 celeUraies as oue uf the most yrjjayy
explolts in the annils of warfare.

ent of the enemy



£ to post; and at last.compelled them to etaciate his d0-
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minions. 5

1£ Aliverdi flattered himself that he was now delivered
from & dangerous foe, he knew not the people with whom
he had to contend. The Mahrattas appeaved the very
next year with Ragojee Bonsla himself at their head-
Another army of Mahrattas, belonging to the government
of Satarah, entered the provinee; but whether with hostile
or friendly intentions, is variously asserted. It is mat
doubtful that, at this time, Aliverdi-delivered himself
from his enemies by a sum of money, upon receipt of
which they retired

After a little time the general of Ragojee again entered
by the prowinee of Orissa, whence he advanced towards
Beugal. By a train of artful and base negotistion, he was
brought to trust himself at & conferance in the teut of
Aliverdi. He was there i 5 and his death was
the signal of dispersion to his " -

The next invasion of the Mahrattas was encouraged by
tho rebellion of one of Aliverdi’s prinoipal officers, The
good fortune of that chief still seconded his vigour, The
formidable W;&W in batile, and the Mahrattes
"ﬁ.m ressure, incossantly returning, .
froquently repelled, seldom failed, in the long ruy, ,;hm
the opposing body recede. The subjects of Aliverdi syero
grievously harassed, and the produce of his inions was
greatly impaired by these numerous invasions, and by the
milifary exertions which were necossary to oppose them,
In & new incursion, headed by Janojee, the son of Ra-
gojos, the Mahrattas possessed themselves almost com-
1 Seor Matalhaveen, 4. 407498 ; Ornu Orme anil
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SURAJ=-AD-DOWLA.,

mong his Afghan and Tartar oficers, which it required
some address to allay. His youngoest nephew, who was the
most distinguished for ability of all his rclations, and
whom he had appointed Nabob or Deputy (overnor of
har, had taken into his pay two Afghan officers, who
had retired in discontent from the service of Aliverdi,
These leaders murdered their young master, the nepliew
of the Subahdar ; and with & body of Mahrattas, who had
entered the province on purpose to join them, and a con-
siderable army of their own countrymen, whom the host of
Aliaed Shuh Abdallee, then covering the upper provinces
of Tlindustan, enabled them to collect, erected agninst
Aliverdi the standard of revolt. Never was that governor,
or rather king, for it was but a nominal obedience which
he now paid to the thyone of Delhi, in greater danger. He
was obliged to meet the enemy, with a very inferior foree;
yeb ho gained a complete victory ; and the Afghan lords
were killed in the battle. The Mahrattas, however, ouly
retived on the road towards Orissa, without erossing the
mountaing, und halted at Midnapore. He followed ; pur-
sued them into Orissa, with great slaughter ; and even
Tecovered the capital Cuttack ; but was obliged to leave
the provinee in so defonceless a condition, that the Mah-
rattas were not long deprived of their former aoquisitions.
During the fifteen years of Alivordi’s governmont of
reign, scarcoly o year passed fros front ruinous invasions
of the Mahrattas ; though during the infirmities of his
Intter yoars He had, by o tributary payment, endeavoured
to procure some repose. e died b the age of eighty on
the Oth of April, 1756.* Aliverdi never had o oy, He
had three danghters, and his brother had three song.: He
married his threo deughiors to his three nephews; all of
whom were men of einsiderabls merit, The Youngest
was alain by the Afghan lords, us slready related ; und the
two elder both died a little before the :eomu of Alivend;,
n ting aecount of the government of Allverg),
s S Ahikinn P o1, e e o e (1" 37 ud
by ?3:&'&3&:&&"&% or with ono ):("mA w1 T (“:&vc-
fe,) Halwell says wan stolen from

s iverdi had only one daughter. The antyq, of Wy
Ser m‘llm::uum‘:v.htg .\:a? l!xz‘l:frnwr rolation, says ko had three, |, 304, “
wen, 3

VoL, 111,

L.

iy of Orissa. The attention of the Subahdar was BOOK 1V,
°ngaged in another quarter. Discontent again prevailed ocmar. s

——
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 Tho eldest; son of his youngest nephew had. from his birth
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been taken under the immediate care of Aliverdi himself#
and was the objeet of extreme and even doting fondness:
The youth, on whom had been bestowed the title of
Buraj-ad-dowla, was, upon the death of his unoles, rogarded
as the destined successor of Aliverdi ;v and took the reins
of government without opposition upon his decease, ;
. Suraj-ad-dowla was educated a prince, and, with more
than even the usual share of princely consideration and
indulgence, He had, accordingly, more than the nsual
shavo of princely vices. Ho waa ignorant ; he was volup=
tuous ; on his own pains and pleasures he set o value.
immense, on the pains and pleasures of other men, 10
value at all ; he was impatient, irascible, headstrong, =

The first act of Suraj-ad-dowlw's government was to
plunder his aunt, the widow of his senior unecle, eldest
daugliter of Aliverdi, reputed immensely rich. To this .
uncle had belonged the government of the pProvinge of
Dacea ; and orders were despatehed to that place; to geize
the receivers and treasurers of the family, Hig gocond
uncle, who was Nabob of Poorania or Purneah, o provinee
on the northern side of thoGanges,diedduﬁngthaM
illnoes of Aliverdiyand left the government in the hands
of ks wov, whose. eonduct was imprudent, and his mind
vicious, Jealousy, or, the desire of showiug Dowe by
mischief, excited the young Subahdar to resolve upon the
destruetion of his cousin, the Nabob of Purnesh, Tie hud
advanced as far as Baj Mahl, when he received intol]
thiat one of the prineipal officers of finance in the sorviae
of his late unclo at Dacea, had given the slip to his gunrds
and found an asylum at Calcutta, {
\ Suraj-ad-dowla had manifested aversion to the English,
even during the lifo of his grandfather ; the appearnao

etion,
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J-AD-DOWLA ATTACKS CALCUTTA.

L

otk ls remonstrate with the governor ; but as the mes- BOOK tv.
sougor entored the town in a sort of disguise, the gOVELNOF CHAP, 11t

ought proper to treat him ss animpostor, and dismissed
him from the Company’s territory. With a view to the
war botween Fpance and Tugland, the Prosidency had
bogun to jmprove their fortifications.  This, tod, was
matler of displeasurs to the Subahidar ; caud the explana~
tion offored by the English, which intimated thak thosa
strangers were sudacious enough to bring their hostilitios
into Lis deminions, still more inflamed his resentmont,.
The factory at Cossimbuzar, near Moorshedabad, was
feirod ; and ite chief, Mr. Watta, retained o prisgonor. Tlie
Prosidency were now vary eager to appease the Subaldar ;
they offered to submit to any eonditions which he pleased
to impose; and, trusting to the success of their hamility
and prayers, neglected too long the means of defence,
The Subahdar had a wish for a triumpl, which he thought
might be easily obtained ; and he was greedy of riches,
with which, in the imagination of the natives, Caloutta
wag filled.

The outposts of Calcutta were attacked oa the 15th of
June, 1756. There was but libtle of military skill in the
place, and it was badly defended. After a short experi-
ment: of resistance, a general ‘consultation decided upon
thie policy of retreat. It was agreed that the women and
effects shoyld be p on board the ships in the cowrse of
the next, day ; -nrb | in b

of defenco should escape in ne manner tlw following
natives always eloss their operations with the closo of the
day ; but by some inadvertenos no orders ware
published respecting the twode in which the plan was to
be carried into offect. 1t was kuown that retreat
was intended : when the embarkation next morning hegan,
overy person imagined he waa to shift for hin and
TR b e o e, Bt e
i v ;saeudlu o thoty albsbioh | Wid ﬂﬂrw b Mo
lown Lhe fivor: Uhe dange of biing Lo : sy iy
vabeant now fasliod O W6 W0ds OF g vy,
shore ; and te boabs weie el wad Boue in gy
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<accountable manner were, the Governor My, Drake, M1

AP ait. Macket, Captain Commandant Minchin, and Captaitt

1758,

Grant.” ! Great was the indignation among the people
of the fort, upon hearing that they were in this manne?
abandoned.  Mr. Holwell, though not the senior servants
was by the general voice called to assume the command ;
and exerted himself with great vigour to preserve order,
and maintain the defence. Signals were now thrown
out,” says Mr. Cooke, from every part of the fort, for the
ships to come up again to their stations, in hopes they
would have reflected (after the first impulse of their panic
was over) how cruel as well as well as shameful it was, 0
leave their countrymen to the mercy of a barbarous enermy,
and for that reason we made no doubt they would have
attempted to cover the retreat of those left behind, now
they had secured their own; but we deceived ourselves ;
and there never was a single effort made, in the two days
the fort held out after this desertion, to send g boat or
vessel to bring off any part of the garrison.”’ 2 “Never,
perhaps,” says Mr. Orme, “ was such an opportunity of
performing an heroic action so ignominiously neglected ;
for a single sloop, with fifteen brave men on board, might,
in spite of all the efforts of the enemy, have como up, and
anchoring under the fort, have carried away all who suf-
fered in the dungeon”® During these trying days Mr.
Holwell made several efforts, by throwing letters over the;
wall, to signify his wish to capitulate ; and it was during
8 temporary pause in the fire of the garrison, while ex~
pecting an answer, that the enemy approached the walls
in numbers too great to be resisted, and the place was
¢arried by storm. The Subahdar, though humanity was

! Evidence of John Qooke, Esq. (who at that tinie was Secretary to the Gos
vernor mnd Uouncil of Calentta), in the First Report of thé Committes of s
House of Commons, appointed ** to inguire into the Nuure, State, and Condition
of the East Indis Company,” n 1772.—M,

Mr. Holwell adds to these Messrs. Mnnninrhnm and Wmckland,' members of
the Council, vh? ;:: ':‘h-!:l u:mrllu o{ hu.x- :hme.':ﬂm?:l:;v:l’m-b rgﬁy, ;n Mm
’e’.”.‘."ﬁ'&i&' '3.’3":3» of thn|:h|l“':rfx?lrl‘ow:d“0u e mﬂrhlng of the 1G¢h, 'i‘,hc Fart

th. : bt that the w) {
wae taken on tlie 2000, There can be no dm;ﬂd TIPS B iole of the garrison

t have been carvled ofF by (e shipping 8 on eithir coniuct op
0 i amongst th priuua:{ mn-m,:gn je Company.  Holwell's Address t©
Secret Committee,  Indly Tracts—W.
2 Report, ul supra. Mr, Gooke, from noles written | Intaly afioe thy
paactions, gives a very Iuhrru(llg narrative, from the death of Aflveral, )
Vm\n'f ov the night of the Hiack Hole.
e, 1, 70,
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THE BLACK HOLE, @IHZ'

arb Of hig character, appears not on the present occa- BOOK 1IV.
Z#iorio haye intended eruelty; for when Mr, Holwell was cmA®. 111,
carried into hig presence with his hands tied, he ordered ~———
them to he set loose, and assured him, upon the faith of a  1766-
Soldier, that of the heads of him and his companions, not
a hair should be touched. When evening, however, came,
it was a question with the guards to whorm they were in-
trusted, how they might be secured for the night, Some

search was made for a convenient apartment ; but none

was found ; u which information was obtained of o
place which the English themselves had employed as g
prison. Into this, without further inquiry, they were im-
pelled. It was unhappily a small, ill-aired, and unwhole-
some dungeon, called the Black Hole; and the English had

their own practice to thank for suggesting it to the officers
nfinement.  Qut of

the morning, The horror of the
situation may be conceived, but it cannot be described.
“Some of our company,” says Mr, Cooke, “expired wery
soon after being put, in ; others grew mad, and having lost
their senses, died in a high delirium.”  Applications were
made to the guard, with the offer of gre

at rewards ; but it
Was out of their power to afford reliof. The only chance

¢onsisted in conveying intelligence; by means of a bribe,

! The atrodities of Baglish iy risonment gt Jomae, g i) to Qutes-
ation by the labogirs '.‘x“qu':f mn_nu:r:lly‘ recal “,ﬂl il ‘l"’gﬂﬂ
ote  "Thad numone: of Bl R AL R £l
5 no el o
Be s A e o e, i Sl

ok Mol : A won Ve U u i 8, Kven so
S i of R Rt Select Comnittes, & o

miserable and pestilential place.” Phat € o wit
on th‘:sln!u of 5:: common gaol of Eku!u. Oue pal

d, “Phe gao) |
ruin of 2 house ; there were very few winduwy to admit ale, ms‘; y\“ i
small, Hoasked the gaoler how many souly were then contly
Who answered, upwards of 170, blucks and wiijtes melidnd—giiag thore was
no goul allowance, that many persons had dfod for wang n? the neoesesries of
life. The nanseous smells, abging from such & crowde Blaco, were beyond
xpression.  Besides the J»mmzors. the number of wolnen and
‘Chfly In provisions and Acess victials, was s groat, WAt it
m?nuy person conld long sarvive such & situation, [t was the must Ro-
rible placo he ever saw, fake it “““g‘f“‘m 'l‘lwl other witnoss sai, *
18 divided into mmall apm;:m?\ﬁ-' :‘;wm"m’ ‘m: em l:";f\eh dready
and mﬁ“‘;;&"ﬁ?’é&m‘mtme windowe are Hgither 1arge hor py 5,
ia no thoiougl e it would b Imposiibde for any Edtopegy 6 exls
— the rwm’f“:i‘t’l i %ﬁu:h ¢ prison — that delitors and ¢ minals wope Dot n;t
any ::‘:;E‘_hn A doos, Mohammeduns, aud. Kuropeans,” pp g
Prendix, No. xi
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BOOEK AV, to some officer of high authority ; and to no éne does it

CHAF. 111, gppear that this expedient occurred.! '
The news of the capture of Cossimbuzar arived ab

1756 Madras on the 15th of July, of that of Caleutta on the

¥ The aecount of the capture of Caleutt has been taken from the Iieport
abave quoted ; from the uccounts of My, Holwell and Mr. Watts; from Scraftons
}:‘57*97; Orme, ii. 49—80; and Seer Mutakhareen, 1,716 - 721, Tle trans~

or of this werk says, in o note, * There is nota word here of those English
shut up in the Black Hoie, to the number of 131, where they were mosti
smothered, The truth 6, that the Hindostanees, wanting only to secure f
for the night, s they were to be presented the nest morning to the print
shut them up in what they heard was the prison of the fort, without Lav
any idea of the capacity of the room ; and indeed the English themselves I
none of it. This much is certain, that this event, which cuts so capital 3 1l it
in Mr, Watts’ performance, is not known in Bengal ;: and even in Calcalts.
s unknown to every man out of the 400,000 that inhabit that ity : nt 10
it Is difilcult to meet a single native that knows anything of it: so carelese
and so incurious are thoss people.  Were we, therefore, to aceuse the Jndisnd
of cruelty, for such a thoughtless action, we should of course accuse (€
Eﬁ;lllh, whe, intending to embark 400 Gentoo Sepoys, destined fuf
Madras, put them in boats, without ore single necessary, und at last 168
o u)‘n overset by the bore, whent tiwey all perished after a three d
' The spirit In which Hiis transnction s noticed, in this and the precedof
‘note, s well ssin the text, is wholly n a deliborsi® I
act of watton cruelly by erronéous assumptions and inapplicable analogies-
»'n:onlukKvbmnudnn@eondnl!;itmachnmm-bovu o
small and ill-airod only with to the ber of forced inta it B
but affording abundast light and air to many more than it had ever 1
under the English administration, According to Holwell (Letter to D, Davify
th Feb. 1757 ; publistied in Holwell's India Tracts), it was a raom. elghisest
oot square, with & docr oh one side, and two windows on another, Tn 1508 &
t was shown In the 0d Vort of Calcutia then

of 1768 ity situatlon did not corvespond exactly My, T

of It, But If not the smue, It waw a rooin of the sate eyt

- e

A_\-I =

o *

b

, Bueh w6 18 very common awmongst the oflices of Ao
bulldings in Calentta, and 1o doubt accurately yrlm:md’l%‘;“;mdo];rlrm
4 g . place
‘which was the scene of this ocenrrence. It bore by no eans the dinracter of
a prison. 1t wasmuch more light, airy; and spacious, than meay of
used formerly Ly the London watch, or at present by the pelice, for p,
of teiporary durance. Had o dozen or twenty people been i
ieh timits for & night, there wonld have been no hardship whatever in Whuir |
znpﬂsummt, and in all probability no guch number of persens ever was eon-
fined i it. The English, then, in the vhjectionable sense in which the auther
dhgoms to tmderstand the * Black Hole,” never had such a prizgon. The state by
Of the Caleutta gaol, in 1782, like that of the comuwon guols in England or In
e, Wis, 20 doubt, bad enough ¢ but ib i not suid that ite Suvates had |
ever died of want of alr, or Ut ene hundred nnd WM'W in a s
of the

umea’.mfrmm:;r- l:{'l:w 'mmu%
t were Clan, queite 0urdb]
'bosn there three days Wittt Jom. Thora ia nh sty
A T
7 AR Madirott
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 both upon the const, Admiral

on the coast of Coromandel, the monsoon obliged bim to
sail to Bombay, from which he returned in the January
following, by & very sble navigation against a coutrary
monsoon ; and was now joined by Mr. Pocock, who had
arrived from Englend with two ships of superior force,
He remained on the coast of Coromandel 4ill the 10th of
October, when he again sailed to Bombay, to eseape the
monsoon. At this place matiera of great impertanee were
already in agitation.

Captain Clive had arrived from England, where he had
obtained the rank of Lieutenant Colonel in his Majesty's
serviee, and the appointment of Deputy Governor of Fort
St. David. Ho had landed at Bombay, with three com-
panies of the king’s artillery, and between threo and four
hundred of the king’s troops, with a view to a preject,
concerted in England, of attacking Salabut Jung, in eon-
junction with ihe Malivatias, and driving the French out
of the Decean. The roport which the directors in England
hind received of .the brilliant expleits of Captain Clive in
Tndia had made them desirous of intrusting to Adm a ser-
vice, highly delicute, of the grea '

acquadutanve

importance, sud
requiring the fullest 0 Jﬁm manners snd
circumstances of tho cou . *Bul from that dependeice
on the ministry,” suys lll’7 e, “ {0 which their affuirs

will always be subject; whilst engnged in military opera-
tions, the Court of 'Directors, in compliance with very
powm-iul recornmendations, Wﬁﬂ Lioutenant Uolonel
Scott to conmand :t}:: expoc_l:hmn:_.‘;l This. officer had

iled to India, capacity of Enginesr-Gonoml, the
;ndroesding yoa:? Clive was still directed to land at Bom-
bay, in hopes thisk some secidetit wight taks the busineas
out of the hands of Seott ; which in reality hﬂl?pom.!d, for
thet officer died before the other Arvived. But ju g,
meantime, the truse had been eoneluded between th,

Clive himeell, I Lis gyg
] 1, 405, ¢ Colonel Seott,” M e videmce he
- g{’:‘e‘l’“:’:‘ :W ‘}‘?Wﬂ-“‘ supred; Srnghy Yerommgnagd
a uke of Craberland.”
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" English and French ; and the Presidency of Bombay
cuar, u1, refused to engage in a measure by which it would be
E — violated. There was another enterprise, however, in which

1786, they had already embarked, and in which, with the great
force, military and naval, now happily assembled at Bom-
bay, they had sanguine hopes of success. hetlf

The Mahrattas, as early as the time of Slvaj'ee, had
raised something of a fleet, to protect them against the
enterprise of the Siddees. In this service a common man
digtinguished himself ; and rose from one post to another
till he became Admiral of the fleet, He was appointed
Governor of a strong fort, called Severndroog, situated on
a rocky island, within cannon-shot of the continent, about
eight miles north from Dabul. This adventurer quarrelled
with the Mahratta government; and revolted with the
greater part of the fleet. He not only set the Mahratta
state at defiance, but was able to render himself master of
the coast to an extent of sixty leagues, from Tanna to
Rajapore ; and the Mahrattas compounded their dispute
with him, by receiving a small annual tribute as a mark
of subjection. The name of the successful rebel was
Counjee Angrin ; and he made piracy his trade.! The
nature of the coast is well adapted to that species of de-
predation ; because it is intersected by a great number of
rivers, and the breozes compel ships to keep close to the
land. The European nations had been harassed by this'
predatory community for nearly half a century ; they had
made several efforts to subdue them, but the power of
Angrio had always increased ; and his fleets now struck
terror into all commercial navigators on the western coast
of Indin.

Several approachies towards the formation of a union for
the extirpstion of these corsairs had been made by the
Euglish and Mabrattes ; but without effect; till 1705, when
an Foglish squadron, under Commodore James, and a
land-wny of Mahrattas, attacked Severndroog, and took i,
% woll as the fort of Bancoote. It was toward the gonolu-

* yamilincos are nite correetly stated. Tt swag {lie fnthor:
N0 Orat iequiron dlet nzurm in the servive of Slvajes, uﬂp‘m "o
Hajis Mo, and took park with i seldow’ agatoat fhso,
af Siviliea, lut wik Indieed to scknowliedse Uiy u!g the
dng Severmdroog and Vieladroog, or (herlaly.




B THE PIRATE ANGRIA.

SIONGf tho same year that Admiral Watson with his fleet; BOOK IV
and Colonel Clive with his forces, arrived at Bombay : the CHAP. 1.
final reduction of the piratical state was therefore decreed. ———

On the 11th of February, 1756, the fleet, consisting of eight 700"
ships, besides a grab, and five bomb-ketches, having on
board 800 Europeans and 1000 Sepoys commanded by Co-
lonel Clive, arrived at Gheriak: while a Malvatta army
apiprosched on the other zide. Gheriah, the capital of
Angria, stood on a rocky promontory, nearly surrounded
by the sea, and had a fort of extraordinary strength. Bug
the number of the assailants, and the violence of the can-
nonade, terrified both Angria and his people, and they
made a feeble use of their advantages! Angria, with a
view to effect an accommodation, placed himself in the
hands of the Mahrattas ; the fort surrendered; and the
object of the expedition was completely attained? Watson
arrived at Madras on the 16th of May, and Clive repaired
to his government at Fort St. David, from which, in the
month of August, he was summoned to assist in the deli-
berations for recovering Caloutta.?

Tt was resolved, after some debate, that the reestablish-
ment of the Company’s affairs in Bengal should be pursued
at the expense of every other enterprise. A dispute, how-
ever; of two months ensued, to determine in what manner
prizes should be divided ; who should command ; aud what
should be the degres of power intrusted with the come
mander. The parties of whom the pretensions were sovo-
rally to be wnighe'd,a&o My. Pigot, who had been Governor
of Madras since the deparbure of Ssunders, but was void of
military experience; Colonel Alderdron, who claimoed as
genior officer of the King, but was nnacquainted with the
jrrégular warfare of t'he nabives § C‘olqnel Lawrence, whose
experience and merit wore unquestionable, but to whose
asthmatical complaints the close and sultry olimate of
Bengal was injurious ; and Clive, to whom none of these
exceptions applied, 1t was at Inst determined, that (live

s v, a, son of Konlinjee —W. [
; '{rh ;ﬁ;:ﬁ::’;xot?.mm of the circumstances under which Ghorigy Was
o 4 rotulned by the Fnglish, n contravention of the terms wndey Whic
:‘h‘:ﬂl\:;ln enjraged lg co-operale with the l[nl;mlln:;:’l\ﬂ; "r““)' Solitrived to
hﬂt‘lmw e tially projecied sehwwio ofjdekaption. - See Dams Mok rqyg
tony, 1l 88, —W. §00—117 1 Corolridge’s Wayp |

4 for this account, Orme, & ey a Indla, p.
"°~—Hn?rLTm Cllve's Biflence, Ileport; 0t b L
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V. English and French ; and the Presidegxcy of Bombay
cuar. 1, refused to engage in a measure by which it would be
~——— violated. There was another enterprise, however, in which
756.  they had already embarked, and in which, with the great
force, military and naval, now happily assembled at Bom-

bay, they had sanguine hopes of success. {oo)

The Mahrattas, as early as the time of Sivajee, had
raised something of a fleet, to protect them against the
enterprise of the Siddees. In this service a common man
distinguished himself ; and rose from one post to another,
till he hecame Admiral of the fleet. He was appointed
Governor of a strong fort, called Severndroog, situated on
a rocky island, within cannon-shot of the continent, about
eight miles north from Dabul. This adventurer quarrelled
with the Mahratta government; and revolted with the
greator part of the fleet. He not only set the Mahratta
state at defiance, but was able to render himself master of
the coast to an extent of sixty leagues, from Tanna to
Rajapore ; and the Mahrattas compounded their dispute
with him, by receiving a small annual tribute ag a mark
of subjection. The name of the successful rebel was
Conajes Angris 5 and he made piracy his tradel The
nature of the coast is well adapted to that species of de-
prodation ; boonuse it is intersocted by o great number of
rivers, and the brepzes compel ships to keep close to the
land. The European nations had been harassed by this’
predatory community for nearly half g century j they had
tade goveral efforts to subdue them, but the power of
Angrig had always increased ; and his fleets now struck
terror into all commercial navigators on the western coast
of India,

Several approaches towards the formation of a union for

@ extirpation of these corsairs had been made by the

lish and Malirattas ; but without effect, till 1755, when
an English squadron, under Commodore James; and a
land-army of Mahrattas, attacked Severndroog, and taok it,
% well as the fort of Bancoote. It was toward the conclu~

§ i

- Tlisss ojpcumstances are ot quite correctly ‘m:‘;,- It sas the ftlior of
K T S T

%0,
cknowledge the Jatier by the
f fivajes, but was induced fo ac Y ]{
el Cis droog and Vidadioog, or Gberlah. Dyfr'g
glsum{-, i :M\c‘&:ldmg severndroog v




THE PIRATE ANGRIA.

E

the same year that Admiral Watson with his fleet; BOOK IV.

and Colonel Clive with his forces, arrived at Bombay: the omar. ur.

final reduction of the piratical state was therefore decreed.
On the 11th of February, 1756, the fleet, consisting of eight
ships, besides a grab, and five bomb-ketches, having on
board 800 Europeans and 1000 Sepoys commanded by Co-
lonel Clive, arrived at Gheriah: while a Mahratte army
approached on the other side. Gheriah, the capital of
Angria, stood on a rocky promontory, nearly surrounded
by the sen, and had a fort of extraordinary strength. Bug
the number of the assailants, and the violence of the can-
nonade, terrified both Angrin and his people, and they
made a feeble use of their advantages! Angria, with a
view to effect an accommodation, placed himself in the
hands of the Mahrattas ; the fort surrendered; and the
object of the expedition was completely attained.? Watson
arrived at Madras on the 16th of May, and Clive repairved
to his government at Fort St. David, from which, in the
month of August, he was summoned to assist in the deli-
berations for recovering Caloutta?

It was resolved, after some debate, that the reestallish-
ment of the Company’s affairs in Bengal should be pursued
at the expense of every other enterprise, A dispute, how=
ever of two months ensued, to determine in what manner
prizes should be divided 3 who should command ; and what

hould be the deg of power intrusted with the coms-
mander, Tho yarties, of whom the pretensions were sove-
rally to be weighed, were Mr. Pigot, who had bsen Governor
of Madras since the departure of Saunders, but was void of
military experience; Colonel Aldercron, who claimed as
senior officer of the King, but was unacquainted with the
irregular warfare of t_he natives ; Colonel Lawrence, whose
experience and merit were unquestionable, but to whose
asthmatical complaints the ‘qlose and sultry elimate of
Bengal was injurious ; and Clive, to whom none of these
excepbions applied. 1t was ab last determined, that Clive

£ i n of Kanhajee. —W.
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¢ in contravention et Whi
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auticipate in @ mutaally projectod sohenie of decoption. Seo Dult's Muhrapy
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e cotnt, Orme, I, 408417 5 Camibridge's War in Tngya, .

190130 .07 Clive's Bridence, Report, ak supra.
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.m.. gent with powers independent of the Presidency of Cal-

1756.

cutte. Among his instructions, one of the most peremp-
tory was, that he should return, and be again at Madras
with the whole of the troops, in the month of April; about
which time it was expected that in consequence of the
war between France and England, a French fleet would
arrive upon the coast. It was principally,indeed, witha
view to this return; that independence of the Calcutta
rulers, who might be tempted to retain him, was bestowed
upon Clive.

The force which sailed from the road of Madras, on the
16th of Octaber, consisted of five King's ships with Admi-
ral Watson as Commander, and five Company’s ships,
serving as transports; having on boards 900 Huropesn
troops, and 1500 Sepoys. All the ships, with the excep~
tion of two, arrived in the Ganges on the 20th of Decem-~
ber, and found the fugitives from Caloutts at Fulta, a town
at some distance down the river, to which the ships liad
descended, and where they had found it practicable to re-
main.

Aftor forwarding letters, full of threais, to Suraj-ad-
dowla, which the Governor of Caleutta sent word that he
dared not deliver, it was resolved to commence operations,
by the capture of a fort, which stood, on the river, belween
Fulta and Calcutta. On the 27th of December, at' the
time when the fort was to be attacked by the ships, Clive
marched out, with the greater part of the troops; to lay an
wmbush for intercepting the gartison, who were not ex-
pected to make a tedious defence. The troops, fatigued

- in guining their position, were allowed to quit their arms

to take a little repose; “and from o security,” suys
Mr. Orme, « which no superiority or appearances in war
eould justify, the common precaution of stationing senti-
Bols was neglected.” In & few minutes they were all
88leap ; and in this situation, surprised by o large Body of
Uie enomy, The presence of mind end steady cournge,
Whigh never deserted Clive in sudden emergoucies, en-
Wilod hiiva, even in those unfayvoursble cire nots, ta
#0 a band of irregular traops, led by o cowardly com<
“But Lad the enomy's cavalry," kays Oime,
“advanged and charged ab the same time that the infantry
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0 five, it is not improbable that the war would have BOOK IV.
en conclued on the very first trial of hostilities.”? CHAP. 111
The ships came up and cannonaded the fort ; but the ——===
garrison frustrated the project of Clive; and, totally un- 1797
Perceived, made their escape in the night. The other forts
on the river were deserted, as the English approached ; and
-on the 2d of January, 1757, the avmament arrived at Cal-
cutta. The garrison withstood not the cannon of the ships
for two hours ; and evacuated the place. The merchandise
belonging to the Company was found mostly untouched,
because it had been reserved for the Subahdar; but the
houses of individuals were totally plundered.
‘Intelligence was received from the patives, who began
to enter the town, that Hoogly, a considerable city, about
twenty-three miles up the river from Caloutta, was thrown
into great consternation by these recent events. In this
situation an attack upon it was expected to produce a very
favourable result. One of the ships sent on this service
struck on a sandbank, and five days retarded the progress
of the detachment. On the 10th of January they reached
the spot ; made o breach in the wall before night ; and the
troops no seoner mounted the rampart, than the garrison
fled and escaped.
During the expedition to Hoogly news arrived of the
commencement of hostilities between England and France?
The French in Bengal had a force of 300 Europeans, and a
train of field artillery; which, if added to the army of the
Subahdar, would render him en irresistible enemy. The
English were now very desirous to make tlheir peace with
that formidable ruler; but tlie capture of Hoogly, under-
taken zolely with a view to plander;® had so sugmented his
PRy o W

himself eatastrophe was pusel
jungle which conceuled the approach of the infkutry, wasimBer ious fo cavalfy,

of ad 4 .il-“” o Wws where
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e, that. he was not in a frame of mind to receive from

them any proposition ; and his army received its orders to

march. Happily for the English the same spirit by which
Dupleix was reproached for not having negotiated a neu-
trality between the French and English Companies in
India, though the nations were at war in Europe, prevailed
in the Councils at Chandernagor. The rulers at that set-
tlement refused to assist Suraj-ad-dowla; and proposed
that they and the English should engage by treaty, not-
withstanding the war between their respective countries,
to abstain from hostilities against one another in Bengal.!
Still the power of the fSubahdar presented an appalling
aspect to Clive ; and no sooner had he received intimation
of an abatement in the irritation of that enemy, than he
renewed his application for peace. The Subahdar received
his letter, and even proposed a conference ; but continued
his march,and on the 3d of February surrounded Qalcutta
with his camp. Clive resolved to surprise it before dawn
‘{the following rmorning. The design was no less politic
than bold ; both as the audacity of it was likely to alarm a
timorous enemy ; and as the difficulty of procuring provi-
sions, surrounded by a large body of eavalry, must soon
have been great. The execution, however, was badly
planned ; and a thick mist augmented the causes of mis-
fortune. The troops suffered considerably ; and were
several times exposed to the greatest dangers. Yet they
marched through the camp ; and produced on the minds
of the Subahdar and his army the intended effect. Eager

OPPortunity of striking a snccessful blow against an enemy’s town, was so ob-
Yions a reprisal for his caplure of Caleutta, that it is very nnnecessary to seok
for any other motives than the most ordinary roles of warfare.—W,

! Tiore is some contradiction in the statéments of different authiorities on

this subject, which can bo reconciled only by a consideration of dates and air-
Cumstances, It appears probable, that the French were not inforined of the
War in Europe, until after the march of the Nawab ta Caleutta, and tiie nego-
tiations for peace with the English, They could not, therefore, lll\:c Joined him
Booner, and to prevent that jnnction taking place, was one of Clive's reasons
OF agreeing to the tresty more readily than was thought advisable by Adiilral
Watson. Mo writes to the Chairman, * 1 kngw there are many who think £
have hoen too precipitate in the conclusion of the treaty, but they never knew
that delay of a day or two might have ruined the Company's affaics, by the
m&mbu of the Franch with the Nawab, which was onthe point of belng carcied
1t Sxeeution.” Life, 1. 179. With the vonclusion of the treaty, the French
Mhlr opportunity of co-Orerating with the Nawab. Thgir negutiations fop
the

tralit e subsequent fo the Nawab's retreat; and if Clive's account of
4 ’bv“m:ect, u‘ie English had potmuch reason to be gratefil for (hejy
forboatangg - \v
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Moved from an enemy capable of those daring BOOK 1V.
8, Suraj-ad-dowla was now in earnest to effect an cHAP. 111,
accommodation, Qvertures were received and returned; ———
and on the 9th of February a treaty was concluded, by 175%
which the N abob, as he was styled by the English, agreed

to restore to the Company their factories, and all the pri-

vileges they had formerly enjoyed; to permit them to

fortify Calcutta ; and to make compensation to them for

such of the plundered effects as had been brought to ac-

count in the books of his-government. So greatly was he

pleased with this treaty, that two days after its conclusion,

he proposed to conclude with the English an alliance

offensive and defensive; a contract which the English

eagerly formed, and which both parties ratified on that

very day.

In veturn to the French for that neutrality of theirs
which had saved the English,! Clive, at the very moment
of making peace with the Nabob; sounded him to know if
he would permit the English to attack the settlement at
Chandernagor, for which there still would be time before
the setting in of the southern monsoon. The proposition
was hateful to the Subahdar; but for the present he
returned an evasive answer. As this was not a prohibi-
tion, Clive resolved to construe it s a permission ; and he
sent his army across the river. The Subahdar now inter-
fered with efficacy ; sent an express prohibition ; and took
measures for opposing the attempt.

The Council at Calcutta, no longer expecting the con=
gsent of the Subahdar, and alarmed at the thought of
attempting the enterprise in defiance of his authority,
entered mto negociation with the F'reuoh. They had
mutually agreed upon terms ; and obtained the wssent of
the Subahdar to guarentee betwesn them a treaty of nens
trality and pacification. But the factory at O!.'lmdorng‘gor
was dependent on the government of Pondicherry, and
could only ratify the treaty provxsx«_m.n.lly; the govern-

ioned with definitive powers. Thig
ment of Caleutta sign : 2 ; :

, started o scruple in the brain of Admiral Wat.
d"ﬂ‘e.renc; T imatoNod 40 sign. In the opinion of Clive’
K:;o ?\l:zs but one alternative 1‘*-1“*' of "“‘b"‘“’ll‘;g th? el
Waliby, or instantly attacking Chandernagor. - But Watson
1 See preceding note.
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K v yofused to attack without the Nabob's consent ; and Clive'
rr. urged the mecessity of accepting the neutrality, In @
——— letier to the Select Committee he said, “If the neutrality

1757 he refused, do but reflect, Gentlemen, what will be the
opinion of the world of these our late proceedings. Did
we not, in consequence of a letter received from the
Governor and Council of Chandernagor, making offers of o
neutrality within the Ganges, in a manner accede to it, by
desiring they would send deputies, and that we would
gladly come into such neutrality with them ?* And have
we not, since their arrival, drawn out articles that were
satisfactory to both parties;and agreed that such articles
should be reciprocally signed, sealed, and swornto 7 What
will the Nabob think, after the promise made him on our
gide, and after his consenting to guarantee this neutrality !
He, and all the world, will certainly think, that we are
men without principles; or that we are men of a trifling
insignificant disposition.” #  'While the altercations on this
subject continued, news reached the Subahdar, that
Ahmed Shah, the Abdallee, had taken Delhi ;3 and meant
to extend his conquests to the eastern provinces of the
Mogul empive. This intelligence, which filled him with

ion, suggested the vast importance of secur

the co-operation of the English ; and he immediately sent
a letter to Colonel Clive, the object of which was to pave
the way for attaining it, on almost any terms, The very
same day on which the letter of the Nabob reached Cals
cutta, the arrival was announced of three ships with troops
from Bombay, and of one of the ships, also bearing troops;
which sailed with Clive from Madras, hut was compelled
Yo return, “ With such additions,” says Mr. Orme, “the
English force was deemed capable of taking Chandernagor,
although protected by the Nabob's army. Colonel Clive
therefore immediately dismissed the French deputies, who
Were then with him waiting to sign the treaty, which was

n

rties hed the power <
i) lmhmwmawendl 'd nm;a':ﬁu ¥
A s S A

1]
ut supra, Appendix, Nouwd. 4

L ! Kdmiral Watson assocts; in a letter to ME-&?&& fora
Hrality originated with the En b, l-fﬁ“ "'!:lh!t‘_l;’n &m
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Lien out fair, and which they supposed had been BOOK v
ety concluded.” & ¢ CHAP. BiL
he English force advanced ; while the scruples of Ad- T
miral Watson, under the great accession of force, were AT
vanquished by some supposed contradictions in the letters
of the Subahdar ; and the opposition of the Subahdar was
suspended by his apprehension of the Afghans. . On the

14th of March, the detachment from Bombay having joined

the English avmy, hostilities commenced. The French
defended themselves with great gallantry: the Nabab,

roused at last® and eager to prevent their fall, sent per-
emptory orders to the English to desist ; and even put a
part of his army in motion. But the fre from the ships

was irregistible, and the reduction of the fort anticipated

the effecta of his intended resistance, The resentment of

the Nabob was checked by his remaining dread of the Ab-

dallees ; and he still courted the friendship of the invaders:

He, however, eluded their request to give up all the other

French factories and subjects in his dominions; and af-

forded protection to the troops who had eacaped from the

fort of Chandernagor.

, The time was now arrived when, according to his instruc-

tions; Clive ought no longer to have deferred his return to
Madras. He himself, in his letter to the Select Com-

mittee, dated the 4th of March, had said respecting Wat-

Bon's abjection to the treaty of neutrality ; “ this londs me

to consider soriously the situation of the Company's affsirg

on the ¢oast, and the positive erders I have recsived from

the President and the Commitleo at Madras, to roturn at

all events with s great o part of tho foreea under my com
mand as eould possibly be spared.”2 "¢ The situation of

. Clive himaelf gives s curioys acsount of the deliboration
] ;? s 2 e That thauhu)ub;: o the cmm:uu  ore—ir, “
Lckitivady Major W ipaieiols r. Doolior s
she ‘?°"”i’2°§%é 2%‘: (ﬁ(:'f & tientratity, Major Kilpatrlck, for o noamu\ym
ﬁ"‘. Seif v his opinion for the attack of the place ; Mz, Dirake gave an ainion
Bat mobody could make anpihing e Ghander aagut 48 Sy Nabol's
ho thonght the farces “ﬂmfh thought they could ; npon which Major
my&ﬁmmb 'wwmmn‘:’,ghk. 't"::ywhdlp.
m‘s no ﬁim - him tor :
atson,

man's apini‘l;lﬁn b:;‘\: opinion s ¥, ¢ revelution fo fake, cannot, in goneral,
bo treated by o bepter ruld.
eylort, ut supra, Appendix, No. vi
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111, natic, was indeed in no small degree slarming, if they

1757,

remained without the protection of their military force,
sent for the restoration of the settlements in Bengal. The
Presidency of Madras had not left themselves troops suffi-
cient to make head against the French even then in the
country; and it was known at Madras, before the de-
parture of Clive, that, in consequence of the expected
hostilities, a powerful armament was destined by the
French government for India; and without doubt would
make its first landing in the Carnatic. On the cther side
Clive beheld an opening for exploits, both splendid and
profitable, in Bengal ; overlooked all other considerations;
violated his instructions; and remained.!

The French, who had collected themselves at Cossimba~
zar, became the first subject of dispute. Instead of
yielding them up, on the repeated solicitations of the
English, the Nabob furnished M. Law, who was the head
of the factory at Cossimbazar, with money, arms, and
ammunition, and sent them into Bahar; Clive, to the
great displeasure of his new ally, threatening, and even
preparing to detach a part of his army to intercept them,
By the author of the Seer Mutakhareen, we are told that
M. Low, before Liis departure, revealed to Suraj-ad-dowla,
the disaffection of his principal officers; the connexion
which they would be sure to form with the English for his
destruction ; and the necessity of retaining the French
about his person if he wished to preserve himself from
that deplorable fate. The persons, however, who medi-
fated his ruin, and who saw the importance of removing
the French, pressed upon his mind the impoliey of quar-
relling with the victorious English on account of the van-
quished and fugitive French, He therefore dismissed M.
Law, telling him,  that if there should happen any thing

1 1t is guite clear that Clive judged soundly what was his duly, when he
determined to romuin,  To have withdrawn any part of the force from Hengal,
would hsve been not only to forfoit the advantages that had Leen q;lnm. g
Would have ensared the expulsion of the English from the provines. The
Toaling of Suraj-ad-dowla were anchanged, his rmer Was unbroken, and ha

now the cortain anslatanes of the Srench. T is quils impogsible that the
dlsh could have made hesd inst them, OF oollld have Deped for any
tiong whatever. Clive woul hn‘eh::elxloﬂ‘:;:}{»{'.‘ mlu Xl Q:aawn
i roats of his country, he ¢hEyed the 0% i
; s but the inte: ol 1 of fiire 1

M the dunger was less imininent, aud t
harule.
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ould send for him again."— Send forme again 7 BOOK .
answered Law, ¢ Be assured, my lord Nawab, that this is cmar. mn.
the last time we shall see each other; remember my
Words,—we shall never mieet again; it is nearly impos- 1757
sible,™

Lord Clive, in his statement to the House of Commons,
said, ¢ that after Chandern: was resolved to be at-
tacked, he repeatedly said to the committee, as well as to
others, that they could not stop there, but must go
further; that, having established themselves by force,
and not by consent of the Nabob, he would endeavour to
drive them ont again; that they had numberless prools of
his intentions, many upon record ; and that he did suggest
to Admiral Wetson and Sir George Pococke, as well as to
the Committee, the necessity of a revolution; that Mr.
Watson and the gentlemen of the Committee, agreed upon
the necessity of it;* and that the management of that
vevolution was, with consent of the committee, left
to Mr. Watts, who was resident at the Nabob’s capital,
and himself; that great dissatisfaction arising among
Suraj-ad-dowla’s troops, Meer Jaflier was pitched upon te
be the person to place in the room of Suraj-ad-dowls, in
consequence of which a treaty was formed.”s

A complicated scene took place, which it would be little
instructive to unfold,t of plotting and intrigue, The first
proposals were made by an officer named Yar Khan Latty;
and they were greedily emliraced; till intimation was re-
ceived that Meer Jaflier Khan was inolined to enter into a
confederacy for deposing the Subahdar. This was a per-
gonnge of much greater power and distinotion. He had

4 e s Gt et wilh Adeirsl Watson, decl 5
evillence, ® that he had heard Admiral Watson say, e thought it an vxtrg.-
mdlnury'ml““m t0 depose )j‘ wman they lisd e0 lately made a solomn treaty
with.” rt, ut supra.—M. ‘.

it iral Watson's own, proves, that he entively approved of
Better evidence, AR 0 live & <1 glid. fo ar. that Mody daiats
the P,.m‘vmmm.l Hapo eviry thing will tarn out, in the e Hion, to yow®
m andl that T may esen bave fo congratulats you on (e siccess of .’
Life of Clive, 1. 342.—W, ive manner in which this is stated, {t wowa
. Mﬂ‘ff‘""": ‘“,plm‘;;:{ o revolution originated with the Eoglish, Wthough,
i Alows, 1t is clear that It W8S uuMmmmb{wthum
¥ w!nthlu . at Marshedabad, both oharnmedan and Hindu : amongst
uip:ng ' most inflngntial individusl, was the op o Jugarnt

g. 'Lifé of Clive, i 297—W, _
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. been married at an early period to the sister of Aliverdi,

cnap, mn. and held a high rank in his army. Between him and Ali.

1757,

verdi had not been always the best understanding ; and
Meer Jaffier had at one time entered into a project of
treason. But the interest of the two parties taught them
to master their dissatisfaction ; and at the death of Ali-
verdi, Meer Jaffier was paymaster gencral of the forces,
one of the highest offices in an Indian government. Suraj-
ad-dowla hated Meer Jaffier, and was too ignorant and
headstrong to use management with his dislikes. Shortly
after his accession, Meer Jaffier was removed from hig
office, and remained exposed to all that might result from
the violent disposition of the Subahdar. Aeccording to the
constitution, however, of an Indian army, in which every
General mnainteins his own troops, a considerable portion
of the army belonged to Meer Jaffier ; and this he exerted
himself to increase, by enlisting as many as possible of the
adventurers, with whom the nature of Indian warfare
made the country abound.

In manufacturing the terms of the confederacy, the
-grand concern of the English appeared to he money. “The
‘Committee really believed,” says Mr. Orme, “the wealth
of Suraj-ad-dowla much greater than it possibly could Le,
even if the whole life of the late Nabob Aliverdi had nog
been spent in defending his own dominiong against the
invasion of ruinous enemies ; and even if Sumj—nd-dowla,
himself had reigned many, instead of only one year.’t
They resolved accordingly not to be sparing in their
demands ; and the situation of Jaffier Khan, and the man-
ners and customs of the country, made him ready to pro-
mise whatever they desired. Inname of compensation for
losses by the capture of Caleutta, 10,000,000 rupees were
promised to the English Company, 5,000,000 rupees to
English inhabitants, 2,000,000 to the Indians, and 700,000
to the Armenians, These sums were specified in the
formal treaty. Over and beside this, it' was vesolved by
the Committeo of the Council, that is, the gmall number
of individuals by whom the business was performed, that
o donation -of 2,600,000 rupees should be agked for the
Bynadron ; and another of equal amount for the armys?

1 Orme, i, 103.

prasents, which were afterwards made use of hj the pecsonal enemies
of Glivo, to effect his annoyance and attexapt his ruin, detract much from the
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this was settled,” says Lord Clive «Mr, Becher BOOK IV.

(a member) suggested to the Comunittee, that he thought cmar. 1.

that Committee, who managed the great machine of go-
Vernment, was entitled to some consideration, as well as
the army and navy.” Such a proposition, in such an
‘assembly, could not fail to appear eminently reasonable,
It met with o suitable approbation. Mr, Becher informg
us, that the sums received were 280,000 rupees by My,
Drake the Governor; 280,000 by Colonel Clive ; anq
240,000 each, by himself, Mr. Watts, and Major Kilpatrick,
the inferior members of the Committee The terms ob-
tained in favour of the Company were, that all the French
factories and effects should be given up ; that the French
should be for ever excluded from Bengal; that the ter-

splendour of his reputation, and reflect diseredit wpon all who were parties to
their aeceptance. _That General, Admiral, and Merr’nolmrs of the Selvggt Com-
anittee, were gllke influenced by o grasping and Y Spirit is und bl
and they st_:xzqdr with an avidity which denoted a lamentable absence of
<levated princip) 03, upon an unexpected opportunity of realizing princely
dortunes. . At the same time, many considerations may be urged in their
€xcuse, and a more disinterested conduct would have exhibited in them, a very
extraordinary exception to the prevailing practices and feelings of thé times.
Thq seryants of the Company had never boen forbidden to recelve presents
the natives of rank, and as they were very ill paid, it was understood
that they were at Iiverty to pay themselves In any manner they conld which
did not injure thelr employers, The making of presents was an established
zmﬁou Anongst the natives, and i3 cue which they even yet condlder as a
o ug‘.rtl lorh frlendly or formal intercourse, and althongh, agresably to
0 moat incumbent un the fuferior to approach his superior with
an T, Yel on great |!mh fo uccasions, and uspecialiy gou nuir nl
of the céurtcll a natural or’.lnhl':ﬂ ;Mu W e aml'h:ne i
n a3 i "
therefore, In the gift of i siimi of money by Mir Jaiticr 1. those £ whon
he was indebted for his aceession ; ana, mn wans nelthor Taw nor usage op-
posed to the scceptanve of his douations by the servants of the Company, and
as they were evowedly expectad and openly received, there was nothing dis-
honest in the transaction. That the amount of the Presents was excessive, may
Pe attributed, in some degree, to the errencous opinion entertained probably
by Mir Jaffler, and certainly. by the Company’s servants, of the great wealth i3
the treasury of Suraj-ad-dowls, which admitted of such deduction, With a
Just regurd to circumstances und seasans, therefore, it I8 unjast to expuct fram
the servants of the Com&m!y o lofty disyegard of wm"‘l:‘lli:ﬁ:;ﬂ}pqe., llt}‘m
ited more !
th’{;:::::‘,}g‘,:;;‘f ;u the nable aiin of premoting the pblic good : much un-
E:‘pni ness would lave been wvoided by themselves, much misery would haye
spared to Bengal.
u‘in}:\?&mm beforo the Committee, Report, ut supra, “r
3 Thid. Those listter recsipts were the cocasion of & dispute. pon this
By oowa” i Gty (epor it orel, Mo s ol o e wag
v, e ve) ag oplu e
entitlod to 3@‘::31 e i, Think )]1; Watson vas 1ot one of the
! Y e e ustice, to his services, and proposed
thy ﬁf‘:f: . Mc:)t ?o\ﬁt‘:l{)n:x: l:s" |;1h:clj| a3 would make his share equal to tl::
Governg, 'nmn‘::l his own; that about thiree or four consented o it, thy Teat
wouly poyn
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BOBE 17, yitory surrounding Caloutta to the distance of 600 yards
cuap. . beyond the Mahratta ditch, and all the land lying south of
Caleutta as far as Culpee, should be granted them on
Zemindary tenure, the Company paying the vents in the
same manner as other Zemindars.

For effecting the destruction of Suraj-ad-dowla it was
concerted, that the English should take the field, and that:
Meer Jaffier should join them at Cutwa, with his own
troops, and those of as many of the other commmanders as

it should be in his power to debauch. When the English
arrived at Cutwa, no allies, however, appeared: Letters
were received from Moorshedabad by some of the natives
in the camp, stating that the conspiracy was discovered,
and that Meer Jaffier had obtained his pardon, on con-
dition of aiding the Nabob with all his resources against
the English. Tnstead of Meer Jaffier and his troops, &
letter from Meer Jaffier arvived. In this it was etated,
that the suspicions of the Nabob had been raised ; that
he had constrained Meer Jaffier to swear fidelity on the
Koran ; that it had thus become impossible for Meer Jaffier
to join the English before the day of battle; but that it
would he easy for him, in the action, to desert the Nabob,
and decide the forbune of the day. The mind of the Eng-
ligh commander was disturbed. The treachery of Maer
Juffier could mob be regavded as improbable; and ©he
thought it extremely hazardous ™ (to use his own words)

“to pass a river which is only fordable in oneplace, march
150 miles up the country, and risk a battle, when, if a
deﬁeut ensued, not one man would have retwmed to
tell it

In these difficulties he called a council of war. “If is
very rare,” says Mr. Orme, “that a council of war decides
for battle”® Clive himself says, * that this was the only
council of war that everhe hold, and if he had abided by that
oouncil, it 'would have been the ruin of the Fast India
Company”® The singularity is, that th the oouneil Clive

 himsolf was of the seme opinion with the majority,and by
Adlivering his opinion fivst, which was far from the usual
practice, had no doubt considerable influence in deter-
amining others ; yet that afterwards he disregarded that

# Omme, & 171 '

1767,

A Evillenkn, 1t Mmpra.
3 Evidenve, Report; ut supra.
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BATTLE OF PLASSY.

toolk: upon himself to act in direct oppo~ BOOK IV..
L %0 it. The army was ordered to cross the river CHAP: L
the next Iorning ; and ati & little past midnight arrived
at Plasgy.1

At this place, o part of the army of the Subahdar had
been intrenched for a considerable time ; and the Subahdar
himself had reached it with the remainder of his forces the:
évening-hefore the arrival of the English. The army with
which ha was now to contend for his power and his life
consisted of 50,000 foot, 16,000 horse, and fifty pieces of
cannon? Of the English force, 900, including 100 artil-,
lery-men and fifty sailors, were Buropeans; 100 were
Topasses 3 and 2100 Sepoys. The battle was nothing but
a distant cannonade. This was maintained during the
greatest part of the day, and sufficed to terrify the Subah-
dar, who, by the advice of those who desired his ruin,
issued orders of preparation for vetreat. Upon this, Jaffier
Klan was: observed moving off with his twoops: Clive was
then convineed of His intention to join him: he now,
therefore, ordered the English to advance, and attack that
part of the line which still maintained its position. The
knowledge of these two events determined the mind of
the Subahdar, ha mounted a feet camel and fled with
2000 attendants. No farther rosistunce was offered ; and
the nglnh eutared the camp at five o'clock, haviug, by
the assistance of a weale and vicious soversign, determined
the fate of a great kingdom, and of 30,000,400 of puople,
with: the loss of twenty BW killed and wounded,
of sixteen Sumlun;:d, and r thirty-six wounded.» .

The armay adw about nine miles, to Dandpore, the
o St (R, 2 st e Gt e ot
wmnlovcs a little of the nmr'r-lhm.li Sa¥5, “that us seon as the mxm‘
of war broke up lie retired aleme Ihte lh.c adjolning o, : ha
cantinsied near an bour in dsep mediteton ; and esve: ardarm, au His eeny
mm&mm,uﬂme army should cross the dver next morning.” i1,
170.—. y
b S, Ot e i e s g
mot rlikely to have leds mmm:,u“"g:; :'-'3' gyn;ﬂ .'5&3."3:‘2'.’5& Letter

# Glive says 15,000 horse and 36,008 b,
e e Blive stated (Report, ot supra); st tho: Nattles voing attendoq:
with so little blbodshed arose from two c'mfsqu ?m:m 'cw':'mlyno:u {h:!ltemd
zﬁmgn a bank that the heavy artillery v ) Possilly do

mush

X ther was, that Suraje-nd-dowls had not cong,
po my":ﬁ-c;:‘:&:; :ny confidence in bim, and therefors they did ot dg
&u\r @ty upon that occasion.”
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“IV, same evening, with little occasion to pursue the enemy,
amar. nr. who had almost entirely dispersed. At this place, Meer
Jaffier sent a message to the English commander, that he,
1767, with many more of the great officers, and a considerable
part of the army, waited his commands. The next morn-
ing Clive sent to conduct him to his quarters; and he
arrived, under some apprehensions, which the Colonel,
thinking it no time for reproaches, hastened to dispel. Tf
was arranged that Meer Jaffier should march to the capital
immediately, to prevent the escape of Suraj-ad-dowla, and
the removal of his wealth.

That wretched prince had arrived at his palace the
night after the battle, where, now apprized that he had
not a friend on whom he could rely, and utterly uncertain
what course to pursue, he remained till the evening of the
following day, when Meer Jaffier entered the city. Then
his fears dictated a resolution. He disguised himself in &
mean dress, and about ten o'clock at night went secretly
out of a window of the palace, with his favourite concu-
bine and a single eunuch, intending to join M. Law, and
escape into Bahar, where he counted upon the protection
of the Giovernor. 'The rowers, however, of his boat, worn
out, before the morning with fatigue, stopped at Raj Mahi,
where he endeavoured to conceal himself in a garden. He
was there, at break of day, discovered by a man, whom he
had formerly treated with cruelty, and who now revealed
him to the Governor. Covered with indignity, he was
hurried back to Moorshedabad, and presented to Mear
Jaffier, who placed him under the custody of his son. The
som, a brutal, ferocious youth, the same night gave orders
for his assassination. M. Law, who received the summons
10 join the Nabob as soon as war with the English appeared
inevitable, immediately began his march ; but had not
passed Tacriagully when he received reports of the battle
of Plassy, and halted for further information. “Had he
immediately proceeded twenty miles further’ says Mr.
Orme, “he would the next day have met and saved Suraj-
ad-dowls, and an order of events, very different from
those which we have to relate, would, in all probability,
have enened™

The hattle was fouglt on the 23rd of June, and on the

1 Orme, §, 185,




! nel Clive with his troops arrived at Moorsheda- BOOR: IV.
84" On the next day a meeting was held to confer about CHAP, 1.
the stipulateq moneys; when the chief officer of finance
declared that the whole of Suraj-ad-dowla’s treasures was 1797
nadequate to the demand. “The restitution,” says Mr,
Orme, “vith the donations to the squadron, the army, and

€ committee, amounted to 22,000,000 of sicca Tupees,
equal to 2,750,0004. But other donations were promised,
Which have since been the foundation of several fortunes 1
The scantiness of the Bengal treasury was most unex-
pected, as well as most painful 1ews, to the English, who
had been accustomed to a fond and literal belief of Oriental
exaggeration on the subject of Indian riches, With great
difficulty were they brought to admit so hateful a trath.
Finding at last that more could not be obtained, they con-
sented to receive one half of the moneys immediately, and
to accept of the rest by three equal payments in three
years. Even of the portion which was now to be received,
1t was necessary to take one third not in specie, which was
all exhausted, but in jewels, plate, and other effects, at g
valuation. Before the 9th of August, after a multitude of
difficulties, the stipulated half, all but 584,005 rupees, was
delivered and discharged.s

1 Thid. it 180,

2 A piece of consummate trenchiery was practised upon an individual,
Aniumﬁhe Iindn merchants established at Calcutia was Omichund, * a man,”
says Mr. Orme, * of great Wgaclty und understanding,” who had traded 1o a
W“nmou.m. and -n%ulred fnunormous fortune. *“‘The extent of his habita-

n,” continues Mr. Orme, * divided fto varions departments, the number of
his servants continually emplayed fn yarious oceupations, and a retines of
; « Fesembled he Atato of & prince than the con-

dition of & merchang. comumierce extended to all parts of Bengaland Balar,
Shal olcsrs of the Hongal govoenmest. el L huencs Witk the pelo-

5 1 Y

5‘1‘32.,‘{.,, ureil to employ his mediation with the Nabob. 'This Tre-ominence,
however, did not fail (0 render him the olject of much envy.” (Ormbe, 1i, 50.)

31‘,“ lhle alarm, excited by thie hostils designs of Suraj-ad-dowla, threw Info
3 ernation the minds of Mr. Drake and his conncil, smong other weak ideas
o curred to them, one was, to secure the persun of Omichnnd, lost, per-
'mch;mf-c Tic should be in ounicert with theiv enemios. 1o was seized and
gavennuinvm confinement, His guards, bolieving that violence, that js dise
throwi wonld next fall upen his house, sot fire to It, afier thé mamer of
Thanour, and slanghtered the inmates of bis harem, Nitwithstanding this,
Hmdn:[- Holweil ondeavunred to parley with the Nabob, he employed Omj.
when Mr. ite lettars to s friends, imporianing them to intercede, in that
chund to "'"‘fmh the prince, At the captare, uxrmlgh his mmon was liberateq,
extremity, Tocks :l:ml 2 dise were pl . Noless than 400,000
A wete. found.in his treasury.  WHen an order as published that,
Tujees in C‘i,“ lish as had escaped the binck hole might return fo thelr lomag,
e ot suppiled with provisions by Omichund. ** whose intercession, - says
they were supp vy d theirretari” - Omichund, upon the ryip of
Orime, ** had probably procure i high a
Galontta, followed the Nabob's army; ard soon acquired a high degrce of e




Upon the news of the seizure and death of Suraj-ad-

dowla, M. Law, with the French party, hastened back to'

fidence both with the Nabobs fuvourite, and with £ After the 3 4
of Calcutta, when the Nabob, alarmed at the attack of his camp, entered into
negotiation, and concluded a treaty, Omichund was one of the prineipal agents:
employed. And when Mr. Watts was sent to Moorshedabad as agent at the
durbar (court) of Suraj-ad-dowla, “ he was accompanied,” says Mr. Ofme (1.
137), “ by Omichund, whose conduct in the late negotistion had effaced the
impression of former imputations, insomuch. that Mr. Watts was permitted to
consult and employ him without reserve on all He was employ
4s a main instrument in all the intrigues with Jaffier. It was never surmised.
that he did not second, with all his efforts, the projects of the Evglish | it was,
never denied that his services were of the ntmost importance. Mr. Orme wiys
exprossly (p. 182), that ** his tales and artifices prevented Suraj-ad-dowla from,
helieving the representations of his most trusty servants, who early SUPCVWd’:
and at length were canvinced, that the English were confederated with Jaflier.””:
When the terms of compensation for the losses sustained by the capture of Cal-
cntts were negotiated between Mr. Watts and Meer Jaffler, 3,000,000 of rupees
were sot down to ( hund, which, consid the: extent of his property,
and that “* most of the best houses in Caleutta were his,” (Orme, ii. 128), was
robubly not more than his loss. Looking forward to the rewards, which he
aubted not that Jafller, if snccessful, would bestow upon those of the English
wlio were the chief instruments of Lis exultation ; estimating also the im-
portance of lils owin services, and the risk, both of life and of fortune, which, in
nm{?ﬂng those sexviees, he lad i e O d that he too
might put in his clabm for reward; and, sccording to tha cxample of his
countrymen, not to injare hij by the mfﬁl«ty of his demand. He
gsked 4 commisslon of five per cent., on the meney whicii should be received
from the Nabob's treasury, and 4 fonrth part of the Jewels ; but agreed,
hearving the objections of Mr. Watts, to vefér his claims to the mm
When the accounts were sent to Caleutta, the swon to be given to Owmijchund,
bven a8 compensation for his losses, scemed a very heavy grievance to men
who panted for more to themselves, To men whose minds Were in sneh state,
h!m a“rrt dmnv)uls or’ Omicl;n;’nd nmmﬂx‘l eghe relnder willdhmgh —but they did
tar appear) u erime.  They were v a4 erime 5 and 8o great a oyl
b et d—to’ be )

ished, not ouly by depriving him
reward, but deyriving higy of his that g“-mc[f‘ Iw:l:
atipulated fur to everybody : it was voted that Omichund should ave nothing,
"They were in his power, however, therefore he was not tg De irvitated, It wu.
nocassary he should be deceived. Clive, whom deception, when it suited his
purpose, nover cost & pang, proposed, that two treaties with Meer Jaffler
should be drawn up, and signed. one, in which. satisfaction to. Omichund:
should be provided for, which Omichund shonld see; another, that whicly
shorld really be exccuted, in which he shonld not be named. To his honour
bo it spoken, Admiral Watson refused to be a party in this treachery. Ho
wourld hiut sign the false treaty ; and the committoe forged his nama. = When

In iy statement some: very m J are omiited, whish
xtllim. 1f 1! do not justify the deception thal wae practised. the

upon wtte, Omichund was in friendiy corvespondence with the
ministers and servants of the Nuwab, and upon s baing taken, was treated
witl: civility by Suraj-ad-dowls, whom le agcompanied to lunamua‘.na
there ableined from Bim oﬂh-mm{w\"'kh‘ﬂﬁm Junder of Cal
Skt ltnd veen curried off from his house. o .M“.‘;‘m‘g‘ﬁmm

Hio finst, fhirough Nils eomnexion, no doubt, W wm

Suta the bankers, ﬁ':l engage in the plot against Suraj-nd-dowls, The English

Ahorefuro, no great reason to look n Itin a5 their fetond, and 23 it iy
’om‘ho':--m hom mdp!- except love of therg.
y in g'mnmmy sym -

pathy foe his fate. SHIL I is
Wt thus far he merited no treachery, and that his services werg
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vernor of Bahar at Patna, the capital of the BOOK IV.
Upen the assassination of the father of Suraj- CHAP.IIL
ad-dowla, Aliverdi had nominated Suraj-ad-dowla himself priaes ¢
to the nabobship of that imgarhmh province ; but ap- e
Pointed Ramnarain, & Hinduw, in W!mm he reposed great.
confidence, to be Deputy Governor in the absence of the

Pringe,, Rampamin had administered the affairs of the

Drovinee during the life of Aliverdi, and had continued in

the government since the accession of Suraj-ad-dowla,

From him Meer Juflier expected no co-operation, and dis-

played anxiety that the French party should be pursued.

He suspected, however, the fidelity of any part of his own

army ; and a large detachment of the English were sent

under Major Coote. They were detained too long in pre-

paration ; they were poorly provided with the means of
expedition ; and the European part of the detachment,

entitled to conslderation. It was intended to reimburse his losses and remu-
nerate his assistance, but his want of principle instigated him to enrich himself
by the secret to which he had been admitted, and when all was prepared for
action, he waited on Mr. Watts, the ‘agentat Chssimbazar, and thr to
agquaing the Nawab with the conspiracy, unless a donation was secured to him
of thivty lacs of rupees, about 360,000/, The demamd was exorbitant, and
infinitely Leyond the amount of any lossos he could have sustained by the
er of e, for which losses, also, it is to Le remembered, he had

v received compensation. My, Mill thinks it probably not mere than his
the best houses in Culeutta, ascording to Onme, were his, But

0 pﬂuy ware of great value, which is not very lkely, they were
S D aleutta was not vuzed ta the ground, the buildings were atill there,
and on Il- recapture of course roverted to thelr owners, Uho clajm 1

adinissible, and its unreasona was,
trenchery with which it was, s g
ituom.‘mul;hmh‘r 'i Mﬂa
e r y o
and by the m%ﬁ\#ﬂ% wethon, The
vertod o in the preceding account, althkough it waa that, and 1ot the mera,
kY d of oxti t M di

ttoe as & crime, and determined to be wertly of punishment,
g{iv? :;:’n ‘l‘\ﬂnd all along advoeated bis cause, and defendedl his character,
+ pgeeived with equal surprise and. indignstion the Mmoontroveriible proo’s
« offercd of his guilt. Viewing bim ss s public enemy, Ie considorod, an he
i gtatod at the period, and publicly avowed afterwards, overy artifioa that
«:onm»dnceivamm to be not only defensible, but just and jroper.” Thers
aay les difference of opinion, on tils subject, and 1t would have been murs
e ceadlt of flie Europssh charactar, that Tlowever troncherausly extorted,
?;. promise should lumt n Pﬁl‘ﬁ"""&m mﬂ‘lﬁ.{.ﬂxﬁd&fm 3:“ Paid :
: n ol condug

e e S e S b
. b s sanpoing.
md M&nbi: i:g‘lo?:% :;:d life,, there is good reason 1o doubt. their aeopy..
;=; in themonth of Augast fllowing, Clive recommenids i g the;

rt ot Directovs, wa ** a pcreonm"pahls of rendgy; y
iapt Comumitien O s ot Wiy o e discardod.” Saa.Life of Olivs,,
(S Tk



Trench had arrived ; and, to obviate disputes, had been
sent forward by Ramnarain into the territory of the Sub-
ahdar of Oude, with whom he had begun to negotiate an
alliance. Major Coote was at first instructed to endeavour
by intrigue and by force to wrest the government from

mnarain : but while he was meditating the execution of
these orders, he received further instructions which led to
an accommodation ;! and he returned to Moorshedabad on
the 13th of September. The detachment which he had
conducted was stationed at Cossimbuzar, near Moorsheda~
bad ; the [rest of the army was sent into quarters at
Chandernagor, as a more healthy situation than the seat
of the Presidency; and on the day after the arrival of

Major Coote, Colomnel Clive left Moorshedabad and returned
to Caleuttas

’

CHAPTER 1IV.

Renewal of the War with the French in the Carnatic,—
Arrival of Lally—French power superior to the Linglish,
—ZLinglish power superior to the Frcnck.—Pomlicllcrry
taken—And the French driven out of the Carnatie.

WHEN the English detachment for the recovery of Cal-

cutta, and the French detachment for the reliof of
Bussy, left the Carnatic, the contending parties were so
far diminished in force as to meditate quistness and for-
bearance ; the English, till the troops which they had sent
to Bengal should return ; the French, till the armament
should wrrive which they expected from Burope. In the
mean time it was felt by the English as a grievous mis-

! Ramnarain was avowedly a subjéct of the Subahdsr of Bengal and Beliar.
His conduct was equivocal, and it was necessary 0 compel him to sub-
Mission, or deprive him of his government. Ad #5001 as ho saw that Meer
Jafer was run‘l,uloly supported by the English, hie satisfled Clive of lis being
Tiec from all treasonable intentlons, and there wes 10 longer any motive for

removal.—W.

2 The chisf authorities which Tiave been followed for this gories of frang=
Sllons In Bengal, have been the Seer Mutakharcen, i. 908—773; the First

from the Commitice on the Natnro, State, and Condition of the Kast
India Company, 11 1772, which is full of carious informagion ; Orme's War i
Tuidkln 1), . 106 ‘aud the tracts published by the varlous ncter in the soene,
5""‘““. ¥itta, &c.
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~exasperated at the fatigue they had to endure, behaved
. mutinously on the way. Before they reached Patna the



Temarkably smgll! The governors of forts and districts,
the zemiy dars, polygars, and renters, employed, as usual,
all their means of artifice and force to withhold theip pay-
ments; and the rabble employed by Mohammed Alj as
Soldiers, ill paid and weakly governed, were found alto.-
gether inadequate to the ostabhshn}ent of an efficient
authority in the province. The mnotion which was early
entertained of the great pecuniary supplies capable of
being drawn from Madura and Tinivelly, appears still to
have maintained o determining influence in the councils
of Madras; and notwithstanding the general resolution to
remain inactive, Captain Calliaud, the commanding officer
ab Trichinopoly, before the end of the Year 1756, received
instructions to renew his attempts for the reduction of
those dependencies. In the hope of prevailing upon the
King of Tanjore to afford some assistance—a hope which,
a8 usual, he took care to disappoint—Captain Calliaud
directed his march through Tanjore, and crossing Mara-
War, arrived in Tinivelly, The troops who accompanied
him, joined to the body of Sepoys who had remaitied in
the country, and the troops of the Polygars who had
espoused the English interest, composed a formidable
army.  But it was unable to proceed to action for want of
money; and the wutmost exertions of Calliand produced
but an insignificant supply, Tntelligence that the rehel-
lious polygars were troating with the Mysoreans, whio had
a station at the fort of Dindigul, presented in strong
colours the necessity of expedition ; yet he was unable to
leave Tinivelly before the 10th of April, when he marched
to attack Madura with 180 Europeups,. 25600 Sepoys, six
field-pieces, and 500 horse.  Upon arriving at the town he
found it a place of much greater strength than he had
been led to suppose ; and, without battering cannon, not
easy, if possible to be reduced. He planned an effort to
tuk‘z ’it by surprise. The first ladders were planted ; and
Calligud himself, with twenty men, had got into the
. a o Whe;l the guard within received the alarm,
m?aaoy ;vere obliged to refreat. Two companies of

1 1t was a veal ovil to the guvgmlmcnt‘, that ‘the‘ rc_\_'cvr}uou were withhelg by

¥l P

vefraotory tributaries and cont

STATE OF THE CARNATIC.
; Mt though their Nabob Mohammed Ali was now BOOK 1V.

& rival in the Carnatic, its Pecuniary produce was cHAP.1v.

k,

1767,



{ A% Sepoys were soon after despatched to bring pieces of hat-
cmap, 1v.. tering artillery from Trichinopoly; and Calliaud had com=
menced an intrigne with some of the jematdars, or captains
of the enemy’s troops, when he received intelligence that
the French had arrived at Trichinopoly.

During these efforts to obtain possession of the revenues
of Madura and Tinivelly, similar efforts had been under-
taken in other parts of the province. A brother of the
Nabob, by name Nujeeb Qolla, who was Governor of
Nelove and its distriet, situated in the northern quarter of
the Carnatic, evaded or refused payment of the sums de-
manded of him ; and the Naboeb;, who possessed not the
means of coercion, was urgent with the English to perform
it in his stead. The rupture between the two brothers
took place towards the end of February, and it was the
Ist of April bLefore the English troops were ready to
march. By the end of the month they had erveeted bst-
teries against the fort; en the 2d of May a breach was
effected, which they deemed practicable ; and a storm was
attempted the next morning. But the English were pe-
pulsed [from the breach, nor was it deemed expedient, to
renew the attack till more battering-canunon should he
received froma Madras. In the mean time the detachment
received orders to return to the Presidency with all ex-
pedition. ;

The Government of Pondicherry, nothwithstandine the
pacific policy inculeated by the recall of Dupleix, and tha
commands which they had received to abstain from all
operations of hazard till the arrival of the forces which:
they expected from Europe, determined, when: they sawr
the English so largely at work, and their small force sepa-
mated to such a distance as Tinivelly and Nelore, to avail
themselves of an opportunity which good fortune seemed
to present. They took the field on the 6th of Apyil ; but,
to cover their designs, with only a small number of troops,
aud for en object of minor impertance. By forced marghes:
they appesred before Hllavanasors on the lgth, a fort
passessed by a chief who had hitherto refused to askmows
ladgo either the English or the French Nabob: In:a sally,
i which he thvew the Frensh army into groat j
le roceived @ mortal wound, of which he died in a fe

divg, and the garrison, dusing the night, evacuabed the

1757..



TRICHINOPOLY RELIEVED.

Tie’ French, after this acquisition, marehed in ‘the
dretfiah leading to the territory of some polygars with
“Whom they had disputes ; and Captain Calliand received a
etter from the Madras Presidency, on the very day on
Which he attempted tosurprise Madura, that from the late
intelligence received of the motions of the French, no
design on their part was apprehended against Trichino-
poly? The season for the arrival of the English troops
from Bengal was elapsed ; and it was impessible now thes
any should return before September. The French, there-
fore, suddenly barring their garrisons; leaving in Pondi-
cherry itself nons but invalids; and enrolling the Ewropean
inhabitauts to man the walls, despatched every soldier to
the field ; and the army took post before Trichinopoly on
the 14th of May. The garrison, deprived of the troops
which had marched to Madura, were insufficient to guard
the walls ; and they had 500 French prisoners in the fort.
Calliaud received intelligence before Madura of the immi-
unent danger of Trichinopoly, at three ¢'clook in the after-
noon of the 21st; at six he was on his march ; on the
25th, at day-break, he halted nineteen miles from Trichino-
poly. An army five times as great as his wetched his
approach, and guarded every avenue by which it was sup-
posed he could enter the fort. On éne side of the town
wus o large plain, about seven miles in extent, consisting
of rice-fislds covered with water, which the French desmerl
impassable, m&xﬂ«mmm,unhm
tended to entor by one of ihe ordina inlets, Gll night ;
when he suddenly took ancther di and arrived at
the margin of the rice-fields about ten o'clock. The fatigue
of marching through the rice-fields up to the knees in
mud, after forced marches of several days, was excessive.
At day-break, however, the main body of the detachment
reached the fort, and were Teceived with that ardent wel-
come by its inmates, which the greatness of the danger,
and the exertions which the detachment had made ‘to
save i, naturally inspived.  The French uotnmmder,
astonished at the news of their entrance, and now despair-

. ing of success, marched away for Pondicherry the following

duy?
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Intelligence of the march of the French against Trichi”

CHAT. Y. nopoly, aud of the repulses sustained by their own troops,

1757,

in the two assaults upon Madura and Nelore, reached the
Presidency of Madras at nearly the same time. They re-
called immediately the detachment from Nelore ; sent as
many troops as possible into the field; and were uncertain
whether, to relieve Trichinopoly, they should recall the
French to the defence of their own settlements, or march
to attack them before the place ; when the welcome news
arvived of the fact and consequences of Calliaud’s return.
To possess and garrison the forts which were scattered
over the country, and which, by commanding the adjacent
districts, afforded the only chance of revenue, was & prin-
cipal object of desire to both contending parties. Several
transactions took place about this time, relating to places
of minor importance ; but Wandewash was a fortress to
the reduction of which peculiar value was attached. The
Glovernor of Wandewash had paid no revenue since 1752 ;
he had perpetually favoured the French, who from that
gtation had been enabled to make incursions into every
part of the province ; it not only afforded a large revenus,
it was also a barrier to the surrounding districts. In hopes
that it might be taken before the Fremch army could
arrive from Trichinopoly to its relief, the English com-
mander sent to the attack was ordered to push his Opera-
tions witl% the greatest vigour. He got possession of the
town, whioh was contiguous to the fort, after a slight
resistance. The French, however, were now hastening to
its relief; and Colonel Aldercron, whose march had not
displayed any wonderful despateh, thought it prudent to
renounce the enterprise before they arrived. At his de-
parture he sot fire to the defenceless town: though no
peculiar circumstance is alleged to justify an act so cruel
to the innocent inhabitants.

The English Presidency; to whom the Nabobship of
Arcot continued as yet but little productive, were strait-
ened in their treasury. Anxious therefore to dimimith
expense, thoy gave directions, upon hearing that the army
had retired from Wandewash, for its proceeding imme-
diatoly to the Presidency. Unhappily the enemy wore in
he field, of which they were thus left entirely the masters;
Ml Loy porformed & successful incursion as far as Conje-
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ENCH FORCE CONJEVERAM. I |

¥here they burned the town, to revenge the out- BOOK IV.
mitted npon Wandewash. The Presidency, now cmap1v.
aware of their blunder, ordered back the army into the ——
field. The two armies were nearly equal. The English 177
offered battle ; but the French kept .wit.h‘in their intrench-

Ments. The English, after remaining in their presence

for some weeks, retired again at the 'ond of July, and
marched to the several stations from which they had been

drawn. The French were no sooner masters of the fiel

than they renewed their incursions, collected the revenues,
and levied confributions in several districts,

A pressure was now sustained of an
The Mahratta general Balajee Row had
action to the kin,
and, upon marc|

other description,
paid a visit of ex-
gdom of Mysore the preceding season ;
hing back to his own country, before the
period of the rains, left an officer with a large detachment,
who, after taking several intervening forts, made himself

master of one of the passes into the Carnatic, about sixty
miles north-west from the city of Arcot, and sent a pe-
remptory demand of the chout for the whole nabobship.

e city of Arcot was thrown into the utmost alarm 1'the
Nabob dreaded the incursion of Mahratta parties into the
yery town ; and accepted the invitation of the English to
send his family to Madras. The Mahrattas pretended that
the chout had been settled b

y Nizam al Mulk, at 600,000
Tupees a year; two thirds for the Carnatie, and one for
Trichinopoly and the southern dependencies. OF this they
asserbed that six years were due ; and presonted their
demand, in the whole, at 4,000,000 of rapees. The Nabob,
who knew the weakness of his physical, if not of his intel.
lectual resources, was glad to negotiate. After much dis-
gussion, the Mahratta agent consented to aceept of 200,000
rupees, in ready money, snd the Nabol's draughts upon
the governors of forts and polygars for 250,000 more, To
these terms the Nabob agreed ; but h‘e required that the
money should be fousd by the Engh&h, and sl_xou,ld be
furnished out of the rovenues which he had assigned to
them for the expenses of the wan At this time the
English might have obtained important assistance againgt,
the Mahrattas. Morari Row, and the Patan Nabobs of
Savanore, Canoul, Candanore; and C'“d_“P“,. who, since the
fssasgination of Nazir Jung had maintained a sort of
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f .indepmdence, offered their alliance. But the gli )

4w, 1v.  could spare no troops, and were as much afraid to admit

~———— guch allies into the province as the Mahrattas themselves:
1757.  Afber as much delay and evasion as possible, they were
induced, notwithstanding the danger of the precedent, in
fear of greater evils, to comply with the demand,

- Duringall this period, the attention of the Presidency of
Madras:may be considered as chiefly divided between two
objects ; the French in the Carnatic, and the Polygars of
Madura and Tinivelly. When Calliaud was obliged to
march from Madura for the defence of Trichinopoly, he
left about sixty Europeans, and upwards of 1000 Sepoys,
who were not inactive ; and, as soon as he was convincerl
that no further danger was to be apprehended from the
French, he despatched a reinforcement from Trichinopoly.
In corapliance with the recommendation of the Presidency
Callisud himself, with as great a portion of the troops
from Trichinopoly as it was safe to withdraw, marched on
the 25th of June, and arrived at Madura ou the 3rd of
July. Having effected a breach on the 10th, he resolyed
to storm. He was repulsed with great loss. For some
days the operations of the besiegers were rvetarded by the
sickness of their leader. The adwmission of supplies into
the town was now, however, cut off; and the negotiationg
for its surrender were remewed. After some time was
apent, in bergsining about. the price, Calliaud, on the Sth
of August, on payment of 170,000 rupees, was received
into the town.

On the 8th of September a French fleet of twelve ships
anchored in Pondicherry road; but, after landing ebout &
thousand men, it again set sail for Mauritiug, This was
not the grand armament which the governmentiof Pondi-
cherry expected; and, till the amival of which, all opera-
tions of magnitude were to be deferved. The army, haw-
ever, which had been gcouring the couniry, was still in its
comp et Wendewash. It was now strongly reinforoed by
ithe troops newly srrived ; and marched against the fort of
Chittapet. The Nabob, Mohammed Ali, had a personal
dislike to the Governor of Chittapet, and had infused into
the English suspicions of his fidelity, which imprudently
‘dininished the efforts necossary for his support.  Ho fell,
dlofonding his fort to the last extromity ; and tlws another

R A e -~
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€onsiderable importance was gained by the French. BOOK IV..
m Chitbupet they marched to Tri?coma.lee, which was cmAp. v,
abandoned by the Governor and garrison, upon their ap- S
Proach. After this they divided themselves into several 1767
detachments; and before the 6th of November, when

they were recalled, they had red}xoed eight forts in the
Deighhourhood of Chittapet, Trincomalee, and Gingeo;

and established collectors in the dependent districts,

On the news of the arrival of the French fleet, Captain
Calligud returned to Trichinopoly, with all the Buropeans,
and was soon after followed by the Sepoys, who, however,
went back us soon as it appeared that Trichinopoly was not
in danger. The Mysoreans, who had been long expected
to the assistance of the confederate Polygars, arrived in
the month of November, took the fort of Sholavenden,
and plundered to the walls of Madura, under which they
remained forseveral days. They allowed themselves, how-
ever, to be attacked in o narrow pass, by the commander
of the British Sepoys, and suffered asevere defeat, In the
mean time Captain Calliaud, under the safeguard of a
passport from Pondicherry, repaired in person to the Pre-
sidency, to represent the state of the southern dependen-
cies, for the reduction of which so many useless efforts
had been made; and declared his opinion that the settle-
ment of the country could not be achieved, or a revenue
drawn from it, without a greater force, or the removal of
Maphuz Khan. It was agreed with tho Nabob thut an
annual income, adequate to his maintenance should] be
offered to this his elder brotler, provided he would quit
the province and disband hht:«oo;m. Mx.lphuz Khan, how-
over, would listen to no terms importing less than the

overnment of the whole ceuntry; and the confederates
gont'mued in formidable force. ]

Though after the recall of the French troops in N§>vem-

o army was in the field; the garrisous left in the

v ;1 forts continued to make incursions one upon
geve! and mutually ravaged the unhuppy country. Ag
another, rations, “being always levelled at defenceless
:li‘““ OP; rried,” says Mr, Orme, “the reproach of rob-
Tery, wore than the reputation of war:! cach side, too,
losing 1y them more than it gained; the French officer at
fundewash proposed o conference, for the purpose of

VoL 11 %
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1v. ending this wretched species of warfare ; and an English
cuar.av. officer was authorized to conclude an agreement. The
——— governments of Madras and Pondicherry were both now

1757. . disposed to suspend their efforts —the French, till the
arrival of the forces which they boasted were to render
them irresistible in the Carnatic —the English, that they
might husband their resources for the danger with which
they were threatened. In this situation they continuned
till the 28th of April, when a French squadron of twelve
sail arrived in the road of Fort St. David.

JUpon the breaking out of the war between France and

England in 1756, the French ministry resolved to strike
an important blow in India. The Count de Lally, a member
of one of those Ivish families, which had transported
themselves into France along with James IL, was ap-
pointed Commander-in-Chief of all the French forces in
India. He had distinguished himself in the batile of
Fontenoy, where he took several English officers with his
own hand, and received the rank of Uolonel from the King
upon the field of battle: it was he who proposed the
daring plan of landing in England with 10,000 men, while
the Prince, Charles Edward, was trying his fortune for g
orown in another part of the island: and his hutwed
of the English, and his reputation for courage, now pointed
him out as the fittest person to erush the pretensions of
that nation on the coast of Coromandel, He was accom-
pauied by lis own regiment of Irish, 1080 strong ; by fifty
of the royal artillery, and a great mumber of officers of
distinction. They left the port of Brest on the 4th of
May, 1757, when a malignant fever raged in the town, of
which they carried the infection along with them. No
fowor than 300 persons died in the fleet before they reached
Rio Janeiro, where they remained for two months, and
after all, departed with a residue of the sickness on board,
At Mauritivs they were jained by & part of the ships
which bad landed the troops at Pondicherry in the pre-
ceding yoar: and, after a tedious voyage, mude the coast
of Covornandel on the 26th of April, 1768,

The court of Versailles anticipated nothing buk trinmphs
from this splendid armament: and the presumption of
Lally woll ussorted with thet of his government. It wa
oven laid down in the instructions of the ministers, thet

bt




Y ATTACKS FORT ST. DAVID. L

A commence his operations with the siege of Fort BOOK 1V.
St. David. For this purpose, before communicating with ciar. 1v.
he made the fleet anchor at the place of aftack, ———
He proceeded with two of the vessels to Pondicherry, 1758
Where he arvived at five in the afternoon;! and before the
night closed he had 1000 Europeans, and as many Sepoys,
on their march to Fort 8¢, David. In military ons,
Uobwithstanding the importance of despateh, something
more than despatch is necessary. The troops marched
ithout provisions, and with unskilful guides, who led
them astray, and brought them to Fort St. David at seven
o'clock in the morning, worn out with hunger and fatigue.?
This gave them a motive and an apology for comitencing
asystem of plunder and insubordination, from which they
could not easily be recalled.
These troops had scarcely arrived at Tort b, David,
when' the ships in the road descried the English fleet
making way from the south., Me, Pococke, with the ships
of war from Bengal, had arrived at Madvas on the 24th of
February; on the 24th of the following month a spuadron
of five ships from Bombay had arrived under Adwmiral
Stevens; and on the 17th of April, the whole sailed to the
Southward, looking out for the French. Having in ten
days worked as high to the windward as the head of
f;y;m. thiey stood in-again for the coast, whick they made,
ogapatnam, on the 28th, and i shora,
e
and bore down toswards Pondicherry, throwing out signals
o rooal] tho two ships whioch had sailed with Lally; and
the Bnglish Admirel gave the signal for chase. The sum-
mons for the two ships not being answered, the French
e s i MO 8 b St i
T
and

ded with Ball, of shich threa pigreed the ship throngh
a t f,':gg‘. S G oo opners e Agging. Bithothe ¥

3 , 6f o deplotatile Wnarance of the
| ?MIymmcompl;h&znéxn .'og‘hc) ool fot fell him thie Amotit of the
i forees on the coasty niot whether Cuddalore wag dn With &

|‘| of h ratmpart: fior whethor (e Wi Ang HVEr to piss bstwech
it oty wnd Yort S David. He corpliing that b lost furty-elubt hoir

t o man al Pondichetry who could fell him

%“““mw?ﬁ?ng'ﬁamin? sen; that he was Buable (0 find twenty:.

oy ised
two

rovisions df T wrey ; and thut tho Governgr, wiio
'1? wrﬂov?.w‘ 'l\h‘l’:l ?aglmum voad, broke his word ; whence
dnya without food, and some of them died.  Tbid. 40, 41, Waapy
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- flest stood out to sea, and formed the line of battle, The 1
French consisted of nine sail, the English only of seveny
The battle was indecisive; the loss of a fow men, with someé

damage to the ships, being only the result: Both fleet®
fell considerably to leeward during the engagement; and
the French were six days in working up to the road of
Pondicherry, where the troops were landed. Lally himself
had some days before proceeded to Fort St. David |
with the whole force of Pondicherry, and the troops from
the fleet were sent after him, as fast as they came on
shore.

The English were thrown into the greatest alarm. o
much was the power of the enemy now superior to their
own, that they scarcely anticipated any other result, than
their expulsion from the country ; and had Dupleix beer
still the guide and conductor of the enemy'’s affairs, it i8
more than probable that their most gloomy apprehensions
would have been realized? Not only had an overwhclming
addition been mads to a force, against whick they had
previously found it difficult to maintain themselves ;3 but
in the meantime, Bussy, in the northern parts of the Deo-
can, had obtained the mést important advantages, and
brought upon the English the heaviest disasters, After
the brilliant exploit of 1756, when he defended himself at
Hyderabad against the whole power of the Subuhdm‘, and
imposed his own terms upon his enemies, he had pro-
ceeded to the Northern Circars, where hig Presence was
necessary, to collect the revenues, and, by an adjustment
of the government, to provide for the future regularity of
their payment. He began his march on the 16th of No=
vember of that year, with 500 Europeans and 4000 Sepoys ;
leaving only a small detachment to attend to the person
of the Subahdar? In accomplishing his progress through

1} A French ship was driven on shore, and obliged to be abandoned ; but s
‘Was owing to an accldent after the battle,

2 Lord Clive himself aald, in his evidencs before the Commiltes, in 1772¢
“ M. Lally arrived with s force aa threatuned not only the destruction of all
$he sottlements there, but of all the East Indla Compmy's possesalons, ang
notlidng saved Madras from sharing the fato of Vort St. David, at that time,
but their want of moncy, which gave time for strengthening and ¥einforcing
#he place.” Report, ut snpra.

% Bime (1. 103) says e left 100 Europeans and 1000 Sepeys. Wilks
(Mistor, Sketches, p. 387) u{ulm loft 200 Europeans and b0 %gﬁ 4. Orme
::in (Tuid. p. 264) apeaks of the detachmont a8 consisting of furopeans

000 Sepays,




BUSSY.

Ouilbty, he encountered no considerable resistance. BOOK IV,
C ygar of Bobilee defended his fort to the last ex- CHAP, IV.
bremity’; and exhibited the customary spectacle of Mindu
dpapemtion, the fortress in flumes, and the people in gar- 1758,
Tison butchered by their own hands. Bub he was excited
0 this desperation by the command to exchange the
8overnment of his present for that of another district, on
aceount of the annoyance he gave to a neighbouring chief]
from whom Bussy had reccived a train of important ser
vices. When Bussy had nearly completed the arrangement
which he intended to make, he received, about the 1st of
April, letters from Suraj-ad-dowla, inviting him, by the
largest offers, to assist him in expelling the English from
Bengal. Bussy waited on his northern frontier, ready to
march through Orissa into Bengal, as soon as he should
receive satisfactory intelligence ; but, learning the capture
of Chandernagor, and the imbecility of the Subahdar, he
changed his purpose, and proceeded to the attack of the
English establishments within the Circars, There were
three factories; on three different branches of the (Goda-
very, in a district remarkable for the excellence and
cheapness of its cloths, They were places of no strength,
and surrendered on the first requisition, Vizagapatam,
however, was one of the places of greatest importance
belonging to the English in India. It was a fort, gar-
risoned by 150 Europeans, and 300 Sepoys ; but so inju-
diciously constructed, that the attempt to defond it was
unanimously determined to be vain. ‘Dhe van of Bussy's
army appeared before it on the 24th of June; and a
capitulation was concluded ; that all the Buropeaus, both
military and ecivil, should be regm;ded as prisoners, and all
the effects of the Company &s prize of war. The Sepoys,
and other natives, Bussy allowed to go where they pleased ;
he also promised to respect the property of individuals.
“ And he kept his word,” days Mr. Orme, “with the utmost
liberality, resigning, withm}t dxsc;l'lssl\)ll, whatsoever pro-
perty any one claimed us his own. il
During these transactions, h‘owe\'er, a great revolution
Was preparing in the army of Salabut J ung. He had two
Younger brothers, whom Busey, aoquainted with the
fomper of Oriental governments, had advised thf) Su-
bahdar to provide with establishments, and every induls
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IV, gence suitable to their rank, but from whom he had €3 :
caAr.ay. horted him cavefully to withhold those governments and
——— places of power, which, in the hands of the near relations

of the prince, were the cause of 80 many revolutions in
India, This prudent course was pursued till the period of i
the alienation from Bussy of the mind of the Subahdar
when that prince was easily persuaded, by his, designing
courtiers, to reverse the policy which the sagacity of
Bussy had established, The eldest of the two brothers,
Bassalut Jung, was appointed Governor of the strong fort
and country of Adoni; and Nizam Ali, the youngest and
most dangerous, was made Governor of Berar; the most
extensive province of the Deccan, of which the Mahrattas
now possessed the principal part,

Towardsjthe end of the year 1757, while a body of Mah-
rattoes insulted Aurungabad, which was then the residence
of the Subahdar, a mutiny, under the usual shapoe of
clamour for pay, was excited in, hig army. The utmost
alarm was affected by the Dewan, or minister, who teok
shelter in a strong fort. The Subahdar, without resources,
was driven to dismay : Nizam Ali, wha had acquired some

utation, and intrigued sugeessfully with the ipgo;
l;Pond to interpose and allay the tumult, provided the
Toquisite powers, and among other things the great seal of
the Subah, were committed to his hands ; the requisition
was obeyed : and Nizam Ali; leaving only the name, of
Subahder to his brother, grasped the whole powers of the
atate. With an affectation of indifference ho committed
the seal to hig brother Bassalut Jung; but under sufficient
goourity that it would be used agreeably to his diyections.!

Bussy received intelligence of these events in the be-
ginuing of January ; immediately began his march with
the whole of his armyj; and by a road never travelled
before by Buropean troops, arrived in twenty-one days ab
Aurungabad, a distance by the perembulator of nemly

‘f
‘1

! There aro some important differences batwesn Orme’s necount of these
avonts, and that given hmo biographor of Shabiawaz Khap, the dewan or
Talainie o "'i"“ Tmamwﬁml-mmm  saved
.’i‘nl-mmﬁ ﬁeﬁmﬂnr, ‘ﬁu-’m All‘.‘ was 1106 on ot‘l’u jot; Moy m“f.
s e et el B LR
g,m-mm mm':t';nu. ment, cugrossing the real autho.
Caleuite Magazing, Dee, 1696, —~W.




BUSSY.

of which Nizam Ali had now the command ; that of Bas-
salat J ung from Adoni ; and that of the Mahrattas com-
manded by Balajee Row. The presence of Bussy, with
his handfu] of Europeaus, imposed respect upon them all;
and every eye was fixed upon his movements. His firat
care was to restore the authority of the Subahdar, whom
the presence alone of the French detachment, which had
vigilantly guarded his person, had probably saved from
the assassination which generally forms the main ingre-
dient of Indian revolutions

The two brothers at first assumed a high tone ; and
when obliged to part with the seal, exhibited wnusual
marks: of rage and indignation. Bussy clearly saw that
the safety of the Subahdar, and the existence of the pre-
sont government, demanded the resumption of the power
which had been intrusted to Nizam Ali; but when the
broposition of & large pension was made to. him in liou of
his government, he had the art to interest his troops in
his behalf, and Bussy found it necessary to. temporize,
To remove still further the umbrage which he found was
gaining ground at the trollable authority with which
& stranger disposed of the powers of the Deccan, and of
tlie sons of the great Nizam al Mulk, he re-committed the
seal of M‘:;a ut Jung, but under seourities which
precluded T use. .

s . e P fu o
influence in hmagmm'-w
wanting, besiles the distant provinees which yielded him
the necessary revenue, & of strength near the scat
of government, to render him independent of the sudden
machinations of his enemies, The celebrated fortress of
Dowlatabad, both from Jocality and strength, was admivably

is views. Ik was abt present in possession of
adapted to his view: P .
the prime minister, the mortal foe of Bussy, the chiaf
actor in the late commotions, and the assured instrument
of others in every hostile design. By s sum of money,
Bussy gained the Deputy Governor to m.lmlt him sguretly
wibh his troops into the fort: and.this invaluable instru-

ol Opme statos the days on report merely ; but we niay presame it was
the b‘(:‘l hﬁ;m::;nu whichyumt careful historian could procure.

es!  Four sepavate-armies were encamped ahout BOOK. IV.
city ; that of Nizam Ali from Berar; that of the Subah, cmAP.IV.

1788.
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ent of power was gained without the loss of a man.

. the utmost efforts, however, of the resentment of the

————— minister Were now assured, Bussy secured the means of

1758.

rendering him g prisoner in the midst of the camp of the
Subahdar, at the very hour when he himself was received
into the fort Dowlatabad. These events alarmed Nizam Ali
into submission ; and an accommodation was effected, by
which he agreed to divest himself of his government of
Berar, and accept of Hyderabad in its stead. When hold-

ing his court, to receive the compliments of the principal -

persons, before his departure for his new government, he
was waited upon, among others, by Hyder Jung, the De-
wan of Bussy. This personage! was the son of a Governor
of Masulipatam, who had been friendly to the French;
and he had attached himself to Bussy, since his first
arrival at Coleonda. Bussy was soon aware of his talents,
and discovered the great benefit he might derive from
them. He became a grand and dexterous instrument for
unravelling the plots and intrigues against which it was
necessary for Bussy to be incessantly on his guard ; and g
no less consummate agent in laying the trains which led
to the accomplishment of Bussy's designs. To give him
the greater weight with his countrymen, and more Com=
plete access to the persons and the minds of the people
of consequence, he obtained for him titles of nobility,
dignities, and riches ; and enabled him to hold his Durbm',
like the greatest chiefs. He was known to have oy
actively employed in the late masterly transactions of
Bussy ; and an occasion was chosen, on which a blow might
be. struck, both at his life, and that of Salabut J; ung. A
day was appointed by the Subahdar for paying his devo-
tions at the tomb of his father, distant about twenty miles
from Aurungabad ; and on the second day of his absence,
Nizam Ali held his court. Hyder Jung was received with
marked respeot ; but; on some pretext, detained behind
the rest of the assembly, and assassinated. The first oave
of Bussy, upon this new emergency, Was io strengthen
the slender escort of Salabut Jung. The next wus to

! Tis originAl name was Abd-al-Rahman, he was faken whilst young to
ledk'lwrry, m}u carly employed ns an int@mreter to Busey's detachment, in
“R"ll cu‘;;dly 0 gainod tfm eonfidence of thut ofticer, Life of Shahinawag
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BUSSY.

¥ person of the late minister;! of whose share BOOK 1V,
. resent perfidy he had no doubi';, and whom he had cmap.1v.
hitherto allowed to remain under a slight restraint in the =
camp, That veteran intrigue:; flzlgzlu\‘img that his life 176%
Was in danger, excited his attendants to resist, and was

slain in the soufile, Struck with dismay, upon the news

of thisuuexpected result, Nizam Ali abandoned the camp

in the night, taking with him his select cavalryalone ; and
pursied his flight towards Boorhanpore, about 150 miles

north from Aurungabad, with all the speed which the

horses could endure. Thus was Bussy delivered from his

two most formidable encmies, by the very stroke which

they had aimed a.gniust hi.m; and in this state of uncon-~
trollable power in the wide-extended government of the
Deccan, was he placed, when the arrival of Lally produced

an extraordinary change in his views ; and ensured a new

train of events in the Subah.

thThe character of that new Governor was ill adapted to

e circumstances in which he was appointed to act.
Ardent and impetuous, by the original structure of his
niind, his early success and distinotion had rendered him
vain and presumptious.

With natural talents of considerablo force, his know-
lodgo was scanty and superficial. Having never ex-
perienced difficulties, he never anticipated any. For him
it was onough to will the end ; tho means obteined an
inferior portion of his regard. Acquainted thovoughly
with the techuical part of the mililary profession, but
acquainted with nothing else, he was totally unable to
apply its principles in & new situation of things. Unae-
quainted with the character and manners of the people
among whom he was called upon to act; le was too ig-
norant of the theory of war to know, that on the manage-

i al Owra, w1 the Bl 8 .

g e e R S B

v Nt serted, the arrest of Niram All,
‘,nyder‘J!;‘"K‘- :"X‘I‘:”"Sfcp"%%‘;& z;fc Sourse OF WHIh e whb/ Avrtesed. Ep:xr:
ié pald { n' Iyder Jung, the princo mounted his horse and fled, 2 in the
thie doat] u‘oh tlzcse ocenrrences excited amonyst the French, some of Bussy's
alarm whi c] toned to the place where the ministop was sonfined, and killed
a‘\h"d‘““ o T coungest son, ‘and anothier of Salabut Jung’s chiet

m, along V“’ 4 -duw?lnh e native historian is, no dowlt, misled by hiy
Oflicors, Yam e ibing to the French commuiBiant any shure, howevér in.
x""m“:"-m"“ u.lr lnutsl{on of the dewan ;. but had Clive been implicated in any

Veansaction, it Js very probable that the English historlan would haye
I¥en & very differond aecount of i£.—W.




cment of his intellectual and moral instruments, the
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success of the general mainly depends.

He began by what he conceived a very justifiable act of
authority ; but which was in reality a cruel violation of
the customs, the religion, and, in truth, the legal rights
of the natives. As there was not at Pondicherry, of the
persons of the lower castes, who are employed in the ser-
vile occupations of the camp, a sufficient number to
answer the impatience of M. Lally, in forwarding the
troops to Fort St. David, he ordered the native inhabitants
of the town to be pressed, and employed, without dis-
tinction of caste, in carrying burdens, and performing
whatever labour might be required. The terror and con-
sternation created by such an act, was greater than if he
had set fire to the town and butchered every man whom
it contained. The consequence was, that the natives were

afraid to trust themselves in his power; and he thus

ensured a deficiency of attendants.:
Thefeeble bullocks of the country, and the smallness
of the mumber which the Govaernor and Couneil of Pongj-
cherry were able to supply, but ill accorded with Lally's
ideas of a sufficiency of dranght cattle. The very de-
pressed state of the treasury precluded the possibility of
affording other facilities, the want of which his impatience
rendered a galling disappeintment. He vented his uneasi-
ness in reproaches and complaints. He had carried out in
his mind one of those wide and sweeping conclusions,
which men of little experience and discrimination are apt
to form ; that his countrymen in India were universally
rogues. And to this sentiment, that ignorance and avidity
at home; which recalled Dupleiz, were well calculated to
1 This, at least, is stated by the English historians, and By the numerous
and too suceesaful enemies of Dally. In the original ndence, there is
1o proof that | ean percelve. In one of Lally's letters (to Do Leyrit, 18th of
May), he presses him 1o prevail upon the inhabitants of Pondicherry, iy extra
rewards, to lend their asslstance, This looka not like & genoral order to lm-
prons the inhabitunts.  Fhe trath isy that he Wmself brings o widch
were too well Munded jtted. by athers agal

» of app ag il
I1ls lotter 1o De Layrit, 40th of May, 1768, he says, ¢ Jigpprend dung
votre ¢ivil et dans votro militaire, il so commet des Yazations vis-i-vis "E
“ “

F

® qui Jes éloignent of ies empéchent do vous falre les funrnitaras
aeton s 1 entisiabarias 88 Vmemade.” Lally savs, in. ks Mémoire, . 9,
em du Siour Pes Vamwx, protégd poe 1o Sienr de arretolent des
pm::-qu arrivolent an canip, et exigeoient de 'arge,

libertd du passage. Un do ces brigands mn‘t'“ ‘ n sl
In libertd du . Un de ces brigands i
~mmmm~lunm pletn & m-dmﬂdbwﬂﬂm

N E———



FORT ST. DAVID TAKEN.

“him, The Directors had told him in their in- BOOK IV
Uctions;; “ As the troubles in India have been the cmae:Iv:
3ource of fortunes, rapid and vast, to & greai number of =
individuals, the same system always reigns at Pondicherry, ~ 170%
Where those who have not yet made: their fortune hope to

make it by the same means ; and those who haye already
dissipated it hope to make it & second time. The Siour de

Lally will havo an arduous task to eradicate that spirit of
cnpidity ; but it would be one of the most impoertant ser-

vioes which ho could render to the Company.”? Every

want; therefore, which he experienced, every delay which
ogceurred, he ascribed to the dishonesty and misconduct of

the persons employed ;2 and had so little prudence as
incessantly to declare those opinions in the most pointed

and offensive terms which his language could supply.

These proceedings rendered him in & short time odious to

every class of wen in the colony ; precluded all cordial co-
operation, and ensured him avery species of ill-office which

iti was safe to render. The animosity ab last between him
and hig countrymen became rancour and rage; ond the
bossibility of a tolerable management of the common
concerns was utterly destroyed.

On the 1st of May, Lally himself arrived at Fort St.
David s and when joined by tho: troops from the ships;
: P
:;l:’whomhchad drawn from the forts in the Car-
natic, he } according to My. Orme, 2500 Burapeans,
exclusive of officers, and about the samo number %
?&W natives, and 619 Buropenns, of whom eighty-thres
were sick or jufirm, and 260 were seamen. The place
s March, , th >
e o EAT BB, 5 kb f s 20 S, 180,y e
Compagnie, ot Vorisgine des abus sans nombre que NOUs ¥ yoyons: Un des
s baolu nous parsit In pratulre chose i corriger."—They add, “ Nous
gm"gur-w“‘ des preuves-do I prodigalité la plus outeée, ¢t du plus grand

re. 9
Thera all, that the neglect of all proparation, to enable him,
P vrir.hi. nomd:gx\‘? thongl they had been u’nﬁn‘ him at Pondicherry
to act Iﬁm. was extrafe, and to tho Jast degroe culpable. Tleve way g
g ol talont ut thik o ab Pondicherrs, & woalk |agiation that tpo
tota w‘,{" armament was to (o everytling, and that those who were there
mhhtd 10 ocvasion to do anytling: ofherwise, with the grest superiority
mﬂ_w i hu:g arrival of the lmh;\;rm, ln\!:: Lo~
m?m?mmy e sgme of the mohey and other things requisite

o), AR
+ el wu‘,.- e “I y avoil donsle Fort db Saint Davig
&&mﬁ&, ok en’v"ir?nm mille Cipayes. Les troupes-du Qoo do
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eld out till the 1st of J une, when, having_nenrly expended
- its ammunition, it yielded on capitulation. It was ex-
———— pected to have made g better defence ; and the English
* historians haye ngt spared the conduct of the command-

ing officer. He had courage and spirit in sufficient abun-

dance 5 but was not very rich in mental resources, or very

accurate in ascertaining the conduciveness of his means.

In consequence of instructions brought from France, Lally
immediately issued orders for razing the fortifications to

the ground. As soon as the fort capitulated, he sent a
detachment against Devi-Cotah, which the garrison im-
mediately abandoned; and on the 7th of June, he re-

turned with the army, in triumph, and sung 7% Deum ab
Pondicherry.

The English, in full expectation that the next operation
of Lally would be the siege of Madras, had called in the
troops from all the forts in the interior, except Trichi-
nopoly ; and had even debated whether they should net
abandon that city itself. All tle troops from Tinivelly
and Madura were ordered to return to Trichinopoly, and,
together with the garrison, to hold themselves in readiness
for any emorgency.

Tho great poverty, however, of the French exchequer,
and the inability, created or greatly enhanced by the yn-
popular proceedings of Lally, of supplying its deficiencies
by credit, cramped his operations, and sharpened the
asperities of his temper. He had written from Fort St
David to the Governor of Pondicherry, in the following
terms ; “This letter shall be an eternal secrot botween
You, Sir, and me, if you afford me the means of sccom-
Plishing my enterprise. 1 loft you 100,000 livres of my
own money to aid you in providing the g‘\mds which it
requires, I found not, upon my arrival, in your purse,
and in that of your whole council, the resource of 100
pence;  You, as wall as they, bave refused me t_lm support
of your eredit, Yet I imagine you are all of you more

e T USRI R

> yulorie
o, e e Kangns, 5 ol bt s

Avolt perdu quatre-vingtiguatre hommen, €L A gui on n'avolt déung

d dd repop,
vt débmrquement i Pondicherry, quo QUArAnL-hujy, lwnﬂt ¢ h
lll?“..“ r?ltl de Tul fonrylr denx plguets.” Tt is at |w‘lt;. lmmnc;a!
R“"ﬂn-mumut of filcts was made in the fuce of Lally's umery
titien,




PLANS OF LALLY. @i’ ’
Andebte fo the Company than Lam. If you continue to BOO .

&The in want of everything, and exposed to contend CHAP.IV.
With universal disaffection, not only shall I inform the =
King and the Company of the warm zeal which their 1798
servants here display for their interest, bu? I shall take
effectual measures for not depending, during the short
stay I wish to make in this country, on the party spirit
and the personal views .with which I perceive that every
member appears occupied, to the total hazard of the Com-
LY

Pa]‘g'apairing of funds from any other source, he resolved
to devote to this object the next operations of the war?
He at the same time recalled Bussy, against whose chas
racter he fostered the strongest prejudices, and the im-
portance of whose transactions under the Subahdar he
treated as interested pretence and imposture,

Two plans presented themselves for the supply of his
wants. All the western and northern districts of the
Nabobship, evacuated by the English, lay open to his ine
cursions, and in the rents which might be collected offered
8 certain resource. But the collection of rents was a
tedious operation, and the expected produce a scanty
supply. The King of Tanjore, when pressed in 1751 by
Chunda Sabeb and the French, had, among his other
efforts to procrastinate and evade, given his bond, which
still remained at Pondicherry, for 5,600,000 rupees.  This
sum, could it only be extorted from him, was a lange wnd
present resource; and in Fort St David, o a q’tu_mm', liad
been found the pretender to the throne of Tanjore, who i
e S0 P v . S, D4 Loyt bt g
Soa conduite, et do Ja disette de kn.n.ds dans laquelle onm's Inlssé depuls. deux
ans, €b je compte vous faire voir que J'al falt & t?un é'mrﬂg plas qu'on ne
dﬂai‘ attendre de mol. Mes ressources sont agjourd'hnl épuisés, ot nous n'en

ndre que d'un succes. Ot ep tronverols-jo de sufilsantes duns
"ml: pl::i?xém;far quhlm: ans de guerre, s:" fonrnir nux dépenses considd-
oy e yotre armoe b aux besoins d'une éscadre, par laquello nous attendions
rabl Ga espbces (e pecours, et qul se trouve an contraire denuée de tout?*
blen :‘ Lett, du Sieur De Leyrit an Comte de Laily, 24t May, 1758,
A N however, nsserts that he had received two mililons of Itvres by the
Y, 49.
arrival of the fleet, Méfp- P-“ of the English historiens. Lally himself s
T e an osign 0 procead directly from Fort St David to Madras 3
g {w commander of the feet absolutely réfused o co-operaté with i ;
Bt the o son a eralze to the sonth, fur the rurpoae of futersepting suel
wonld go u‘l“ Nt rrive from England ; aud carrled with him the datachment
mh ‘:‘;y gnd pitt on board to. presail u;lxm him to trust bimself again gt
sea &ier flio first engagement, M. b b7
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raight now be employed as an instrument to frighten the
" Rajah into compliance. The expedition against Tanjore

e N ; and on the 18th of Juie
1788.  Lally took the field.r

From the terror of the natives, the aliemation of the
Buropeans, and the want of money, the equipmert of the
expedition, in attendants, draught cattle, and even provi-
sions and ammunition, was in the highest degree defective,
In seven days the army arrived at Carical, not withont
suffering, at this early stage, both from fatigue and from
hunger? At this place Lally was met by a mossenger
from the King, who was desirous to treat. Lally under-
stood, thut some of his predecessors had boon duped into
impolitic delay, by the artful vegoeintions of the King of
'Ih;\&om. He rua:‘lxved. to 'y Buperior wisdom, by a
conduct directly thie reverse, He prooeeded 1 agore, &
town accounted rich, about four 1ailes to &Nm’ of
Nagapatnan ; but the merchants kad time Lo reniove their
most valuable effects, and the acquisition yielded only g
trifle. On the 26th he arrived at Kiveloor, the seat of g
eclebrated Pagoda, which eastern oxaggeration represented
a8 containing enormous riches, tho ftecumulated offerin
of the piety of ages: had it been plunderad by a Moham-
medan conqueror, und the transaction rocorded by o Pepe
sian historian, he would have deseribed his hero as bearin
away, in his fortunate chariots, Smountain of gold, Under
the vulgar persuasion, Lally ransacked, and even dug the
houses ; dragged the tanks, and took away the idols ; bub
1o {ressures were found, and the idols, instend of gold
were only of brass, Six unhappy Brahmens lingerad about
the onmp, in bopes, it is probable, of redovering some of
their Leloved divinities. The suspicions of Lally took
them for spies ; his vielence and precipitation teok his

B e )
Siehoiy’, et e wearaok T e S




itiotis for realities; and he ordered the six Brahmens BOOK IV.

0 be treated as the Europeansare accustomed to treat the cmAP.IV.

natives oconvicted as spies; that is, to be shot away from =

the muzzles of the guns. The King's avmy took the field ; 175

and after o slight show of resistance, retreated to the

capital, near which Tally u_-nved on the 18th of July.

Conferences eénsued : The King oﬂ'er.ed a sum of money,

but greatly infevior to what was required: Lally offered to

abate in his peouniarydemand, provided he were furnished

with ©00 bullocks, and a supply of gunpowder. His

agents were more prudent than himself, and suppreased

the article of gunpowder,the deficiency of which, if known

 the King, was not likely to improve his disposition to

complinnce ; and the bullocks, the King observed, that his

religlon did not permit him to grant. The cannonade and

bombardment began. After a few days, the King renowed

his efforts for an accommodation. The obliquities of

Eastern negotiation wore out the temper of Laily ; and he

threatened to carry the King and all his family sleves to

Mauwritius. This outrage produced in the Hinda o final

resolution to defend himself to the last extremity. He

had early, among his applications for assistance, implored

the co-operation of the English; and Captain Callisud ab

Trichinepoly was commissioned to make all those efforts

in his favour which his own security might appear to

allow. That officer went to him without delay a ]

detachment, which might foed his hopes of & mors o

support, and aiford hism ne qdou:-&c his peace

with tho French. Dut he wae afreld to intrust him with
cousiderable portion of his troups, fully awaroe that the

French might ot any time make with him an accornmoda-

tion, and receive his assistance to destroy the very men

who had come to profétt him. Upon this last oceurrence

Qalliaud inferred that the time for sccommodation was

elapsed, and sent an additional defachment. Lally con-

tinued his operations, sud on the 7th of August effected a

hr:hthm time, however, only 150 charges of powder for

fhe cunnon, nod twenty cartouches a man for the

and not provisions for two days, remained in the oarap,!

1 * of Orme (1L %), That of Lally & “qu'll ne mstolt
e o thes md‘ miiliors de ponire pour les canony, ot vingt couge




CHAP. IV,

1788,
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e next morning intelligence was received that the Eng-
lish fleet, after a fresh engagement with the French, had
anchored before Carical, from which alone the French
army could derive its supplies. Lally summoned a council
of war, Out of thirteen officers, two, the Count &’ Estaign,
and M. Saubinet, advised an immediate assault, considering
the success as certain, and the landing of the English at
Carical, while the French fleet kept the sea, s highly
improbable. Tt was determined, in conformity with the
opinion of the other eleven, to raise the siege! Intelli-
gence of this resolution of the enemy, and of the negli-
gence and security in which they encamped, encouraged
the Tanjorines to attempt a surprise; which brought
Lally and his army into imminent danger. After &
disastrous march, in which they suffered severely, from
the enemy, from fatiguo, and from famine,? they arrived
on the 28th at Carical, and saw the English fleet at anchor
off the mouth of the river,

After the first of the naval engagements, the English
fleot, before they could anchor, were carried a league to
the north of Sadras; the French, which had suffered less
in the rigging, and seiled better, anchored fifteen miles o
the windward. The English, as soon as possible, weighed
again, and after a fruitless endeavour to reach Fort St
David, discovered the French fleet on the 28th of May in
the road of Pondicherry. The next day, the French, at
the remonstrance of Lally, who sent on board a o’on-
siderable body of troops, got under gail; but instead of
bearing down on the English, unable to advance against
the wind, proceeded to Fort St. David, where they arrived
on the evening after the surrender, The English sailing

par soldat en cartonche.” He addy, that he had no other balls for the cannon
but thuse widoh were shiot by tho enemy, of whicli few corresponded with
oalibre of s guos; that tweniy-fonr hours’ battering were still requixite 6
anako e brench practicable; thiat ho had bul a few doys” provisioas for

wropean part of lils army, while the native part and the attendants were o=
:{lly without provisions, sl had, the greater part of them, deserted.

ipra, p. 78,
LRy Rae, that e had at th same ime recelvad a letter from fhe €at=

i, ir st Pondicherry, announcing that & body of ) 200 ¥ who
ched from Madras, were menucing Pondichiorry ; and w.w&w‘
4} abiraiin, threatening with & visit the territory of the prench,

my dl i lately evacuite Tanjore. Mim, p. T8
el m?l‘!:‘lir lm?;hhu-u and Mtignes, Lally sesorls 1t (hey lost
o Mid, .8l



TIONS OF THE FLEETS.

T

4L Aol to leoward as far as Alamparva, where intelli- BOOK IV.
gence was received of the loss of the fort. The admiral, cHA®.1V.
therefore, not having water on board for the consumption
of five days, made sail, and anchored the next day in the - e
roads of Madras. The fleet had numerous wants ; Madras
had very scanty means of supply ; and nearly eight weeks
elapsed before it was ;gnin‘rea.dy for sea. On the 8rd of
July, three of the Compauys ships arrived from Bengal,
with mones, mierchandise, and stoves, but no troops. The
monsoon had obliged them to make the outward passage
towards the Acheen, and they came in from the southward.
The French admiral, after touching at Fort St. David, had
stood to the southward, to cruize off Ceylon ; in opposi-
4iop to the remonstrandes.of Lally, who desired the fleet
$o co-operate in the destined enterprise against Madras.
Tally hastened from Fort St. David to Pondicherry, and
summoned a council by whose authority he recalled the
fleet. The injunction reached the admiral at Cavieal on
the 16th of June, and he anchored the next day in the
road of Pondicherry. Had he continued his destined.
eourse to the southward, he could not have missed the
throo English East Indismen from Bengal, and by their
eaptare would have obfained that treagure, the want of
whidh alone disconcerted the scheme of English destrue-
tiow On the 26th of July, the English flect ware agnin
under sail ; and on the 27th a before Pondichorey,
where the French luy ab anchor. Thay th }
deluy: but the diffieulties af tho navigation, aud the sins
gnhauommn&mmﬁmg-l.cﬁmw&o
fleats en d off Carieal. The Fronch line consisted
of eight sail ; the English, as bolore, of seven. The fight
lasted scarcely an hour swhen three of the Franch ships,
being driven out of th# line, the whole bore away, under
all the sail they could carry. The English Admiral gave
chisey but in Jess than ten minutes the ememy wero bo-
d the distance of certain shot. Toward night the
Bnglish gave over {he pursuit, and came to anchor off
Wleﬂl- The French steered for P ond-lqh&‘ry, whou‘ the
iral doolaredl his intontion of returning to Mawvitius,
ally sont forwerd the Count d’Eﬁfnign to remanstrate
Wit him, o1 the disgrace of quitting the sea before an
ror enemy, and to urge him to renewed aperationg
vou, o
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BOOK 1V. D’Estaign offered to accompany him on board, with any
omar.1v. proportion of the troops. Lally himself moved with the
~r army from Carical on the 24th of August, and, having

1788 passed the Coleroon, hurried on with a small detachment
to Pondicherry, where he arrived on the 28th.  He imme-
diately summoned a mixed council of the administration
and the army, who joined in a fresh expostulation to the
Admiral on the necessity of repairing to Madras, where
the success of an attack must altogether depend upon the
union of the naval and military operations. That com-
1nander, representing his ships as in a state of the greatest
disablement, and his crews extremely enfeebled and di-
uiinished by disease, would yield to no persuasion, and
8ot sail with his whole fleet for Mauritius on the 2nd of
September?

1f we trust to the deelaration of Lally, his intention of
besieging Madras, still more his hopes of taking it, were
abandoned from that hour. Before the flect depwrted, an
expedition against Arcot, with a view to relieve the cruel
pressure of those pecuniary wants which the disastrous
mesult of the expedition to Tanjore had only sugmented,
was projected and prepared.  Arcot, the capital of the
“Carnatic, had been left under the government of one of the
principal officers of Mohammed Ali, the English Nabeh,
‘with a small body of Sopoys and native cavalry, With’
this officer, Rajah Saheb, (the eldest son of the late
Chunda Seheb,) now decorated by the French with the
title of Nabob, had opened a correspondence ; and a treaty
was concluded, according to which the Governor was to
deliver up the place, to receive as a reward 13,000 rupees,
end to be taken, along with his troops, into the pay and
sovrvice of Lally. As auxiliary measures, the previous pos-
possion of the secondary forts of Trivatore, Trincomalee;
Carungoly, and Thoery, was deoemed expodiont. Tal s
wided his army into four parts, ta two of which the b
of Carangoly and Timery surrendered without resiﬁ?e‘.\,:zz
Trivatore and Trincomalee were tuken by assauls. On
) Tiawn avesits are minutely gecorded by orme, 1107 —-a59, 1 lll.'hﬁ

olans of Calanel Wilke, p. 470898, 810 profession: qml .
e, p. 19A—~180, goon over the spme Eround. A ppipted o

E £ of o istory nnd Gt the East
l&-lﬂl.ylg_ the authisé of the A n:’:; g Y"ﬁ?‘;
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LALLY TAKES ARCOT.

.Lﬂuy, amid the thunder of cannon, made his entrance
mto Arcot. k

The fort of Chinglapet, the occupation of which, from
want of funds, or ignorance of its importance, Lally hud
Postponed to the acquisition of Arcot, covered the country
Whence chiefly, in & case of siege, Madras would ﬁnd it ne-
cessary to draw its provisions. In the consternation under
which the English had withdrawn their t.roops from the
country forts, upon the arrival of Lally, Chinglapet among
the vest had been left in a very defenceless condition ; and
when the French marched against Carangoly, they might
have taken Chinglapet by escalade in open day. 'The
English, awakened to a sense of its importance, left Arcob
to its fate, and made all their exertions to save Chingla~
pet. A fleet had arrived from England in the middle of
September, which brought 850 of the king's troops, and
with them Colonel Draper and Major Brereton. Captain
Calliaud, with the whole of the European troops, was re~
called from Trichinopoly. And before Lally entered Arcot,
Chinglupet was supplied with a strong garrison. The ap-
plications of Lally to the government of Pondicherry for
10,000 rupees, which were necessary, after the acquisition
of Arcot, to put the troops in motion for Chinglapet, were
answered only by representations of the complete exhaus-
tion of their resources ; and that General, obliged for wanb
of funds to place the troops in cantonmments, returned to
Pondicherry full of mortifieation and chagrin.t

Tlo had been joined by Bussy about the time at yvhioh
he entered Arcot. That oificer, wl‘xo_hml conducted himself
+with such rare ability in the dominions of the Subahdar,
and with his handful of vrenc_h had raised himself to an
elovated station among the princes of India, had loft the
Subphdar on & tottering throue, which nothing but lis
strong support could m)xch longer uphold, The Sut:ahdnr,
when informed of the mteu_ded departure of the French,
wis too much amazed 0 believe the ‘dreadful mf.olhgoncq;
and, when too well assured of its ominous roality, took h}s
loayg of Bussy, in &n agony of griof and despair, Bugsy, it
-"Wihle, took his departure wl_th the more alacrity, ag
u"hped, ihrough the representations which in person he

¥ M, pour le Comte de Lally, p. 8699 ; Orwie, il. 341370,

L

"6t a pretended capitulation, on the 4th of October, BOOK IV.
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iv. would be able to make, that he could prevail upon Lally

amar.1v. o send him back, and with augmented force, to his impor-

e tanit, station,

17568,

Having, on his march, been joined by Mora-
cin, the Governor of Masulipatam, who with his troops was
also recalled, he left the march to be conducted by Mora-
¢in, and under a safeguard granted him from Madras, has-
tened to the meeting with Lally. )
" The head of that General was filled with the importance
of his own project, the expulsion of the English from
India ; and with conterapt for the schemes of Bussy, as of
all other men who had different views from his own. In
his letter to Bussy, upon the taking of Fort St. David, he
had said, €It is the whole of British India which it now
roroains for us to attack. 1 do not conceal from you that,
having taken Madras, it is my resolution to repair imme-
distely, by land or by sen, to the banks of the Ganges,
where your talents and experience will be of the greatest
importance to me” Bussy employed every offort to con-
vinee him of the importance of retaining the advantag
which he had gained in the dominions of the Subahdar;
and the most pressing and passionate letters arrived from
the Subahdar himself! But Lally, who had already
troated the representations of Bussy as the visions of a
mindman, and had told the Governor of Pondicherry that
ke thought hiraself too condescending in reading his letters,
leut a deaf ear to remonstrances which inwardly he re-
vogarded as the fruit of delusion or imposture Apprized
of the money which Dupleix had raised on his personal
aredit, he was not without hopes that Bussy might be
pousessed of similar resources ; and he states as a matter
of greut surprise, mixed with incredulity, the averment of
Bussy, that in this way he was altogether incapable of
alding the general cause. |
A high testimony from another quarter was yiclded to
#ho merits of Pussy. His rank as on officer was only that
of Licutonsnt-Colonel. Besides a Major-General, six Colo-
nels had arived with the arny of Lally, The six Colo-
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. FRENCH ATTACK MADRAS. I‘Q

. elding to the nobler impulse_s of the human mind, BOOK IV.
Signed a requisition that Bussy might supersede them, cmar.tv.
“Their names,” says Mr. Orme, “highly worthy of record ——-———
on this oceasion, were mostly of ancient and noble descent; 1768
@Estaign, de Landivisiau, de la Faire, Breteuil, Vordidre,
and Crillon.” 1

To whatever quarter Lally turned his eyes, he found
himself peget with the greatest difficulties. The govern-
ment of Pondicherry declared, as they had frequently
declaved before, that in their exhausted situation it was
altogether impossible for them to find the means of sub-
sisting the army at Pondicherry. When a council of war
.was called, the Count d'Estaign, and other ofticers, pro-
aouneced it better to die by a muusket ball, under the ram-
parts of Madrus, than by hunger, within those of Pondi-
cherry. The idea of undertaking a siege, says Lally, the
total want of funds excluded from the mind of every one
But it was deemed expedient to bombard the place, to
shut up the English within the fort, to obtain the pillage
of the black town, and to lay waste the surrounding
country.!

The Glovernor of Pondicherry declared that ho was
destitute of every species of resource, either for the pay or
the muintenance of the soldiers. Lally advanced 60,000
aupees of his own money, and prevailed upon some men-
bers of the eouncil, and other individuals in Poudi

to follow, in some dege examplo. From this apevies
of coutribution or lalu“!hm | 34,000 rupecs, which,
-added to his own, ‘o mwn of 04,000, Thix was the

toeasure with which, at the head of 2700 Buropean troops,
and 4000 Indians, he marehed against Madras,

The oxpedition was resdly for its departure at the be-
ginning of November, bat the continuance of the rains vé-
_tarded its arrival before Madvas till the 12th of December,

when Laily had not funds to ensure thé subsistence of the
‘army for a single week. The English had made active use
«of the intervening period for providing thomaal‘vn with,
the menns of defence. When Admiral Posook qtm.atv.\d the
woast in October to avoid the monsoon, he left behind hin,
tthy marines of the squadron, and was expected back in
WI A body of cavalry; under an adventurer of the
A 1 Mém, ut supra, 1. 98, 100,
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K IV. country, was taken into pay; and so posted, along with the
Tiv. Sepoys from Trichinopoly, as to make war upon the line

of the enemy’s convoys, The veteran Lawrence, who was
still in Madras, was put at the head of the troops; and
took post with the greater part of the army on elevated
ground at some distance from the town. If, was not, how-
ever, his intention to run the risk of an action ; and as the
enemy advanced, he gradually yielded ground, till onthel 2th
he entered the fort with all his army. The command in
the fort belonged to the Governor Pigot. But he was an
intelligent, and an active man ; and the harmony of thg d.o.
fence experienced no interruption. The military ‘Within
the walls now consisted of 1758 Europeans, 2220 Sepoys,
and 200 horse of the Nabob, on whom by experience little
dependance was placed. The other, Europeans were 150
men, who were employed without distinetion in serving
out stores, and other auxiliary operations,

On the 13th the enemy remained on the plain, and
recounoitred the place. Onthe 14th, eurly in the mornin
they took possession of the black town, where the soldiery,
from want of skill or authority on the part of their Com-
mander, abandoned themselves to intemperance and dig-
order. In hopes of profiting by this opportunity, the
English made a strong sally with 600 chosen men.  They
penetrated into the black town before the enemy were col-
lected in sufficient numbers ; but were at last opposed by
a force which they could not withstand ; and, had the divi-
sion of the enemy, which was under the command of Buasy,
advanced with sufficient promptitude to cut off their re-
treat, it is highly probable that fow of them would have
made their escape. Lally adduces the testimony of ihe
officers, who ¢commanded under Bussy, that they joined in
urging him to intercept the English detachment ; but that
he, alleging the want of cannon, absclutely vefused-
Myr. Orme says that he justified himself by the delay of
Lally's orders, without which it was contrary to his duty
to advance. To gain, however, u groat advantage ab & ori-
tienl moment, o zealons officer will adventure somewhat,
nnder some deficiency hoth of eannon and of orders. The
loan an the purt of the Englieh was not less than 200 sole

ard, and six officors. In mere numbers thet of the
oney was nearly the same.
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capture of the black town had furnished to Lally BOOK IV
for the demands of the service only 80,000 livres, lent to cmar.1v.
im by an Armenian merchant, whom he had saved from g
; Plunder ; and to these were added 12,000 livres furnished  179%
‘ by a Hindu partisan. With these funds he began to con-

struct his batteries, in the intention, as he repeats, of only
bombarding the place, when intelligence was brought, on
the 24tk of December, that s frigate from the islands had
arrived at Pondicherry with a million of livres. 1t was
this cireumstance, he says, which now determined him to
convert the bombardment into a siege.
With only two engineers, and three artillery officors, ex-
cepting the few who belonged to the Company, all defi-
cient both in knowledge and enterprise ; with officers in
general dissatisfied and ill-disposed, with only the common
men on whom he could depend, and of whose alacrity he
never had reason to complain, he carried on the siege with
a vigour and activity which commanded the respect even
of the besieged, though they were little acquainted with
the difficulties under which he toiled. By meaus of the
supplies which had plentifully arvived from Bengal, and
the time which the Presidency had enjoyed to make pre-
paration for siege, the English were supplied with an
abundance both of money and of stores. The resolution
to defend themselves to the utmast extromity, whicl has
seldom been shared more universally and cordially by any
body of men, inspired thewn with incessant vigilaneo and
activity. The industry of the ememy was perpetunlly
counteracted by a similar industry on the part of their
opponents.  No sooner had those without erected a work,
than the most active, and enterprising, am‘.l' often skilful
exertions were made from within to destroy it. Whatever
ingenuity the enemy emyiloyed in dovising measures of at-
tack, was speedily discovered by‘ thu‘knen and watohful
dyes’of the defenders. A breach, in spite f;(’ all those exer-
Hions, was however effected ; and the wind of Lally way
iﬁten,wly ongaged with preparations for the assault ; when
he found the officers of his army altogethor indisposed to
sucong his ardoury My, Orme dealares his opinion that
' theiy gbjotions were founded on real and prudential con-
Bidurations, wnd that an attempt to storn the place would
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7.havo been attended with repulse and disastor. Lally,

however, says that the most odious intrigues were oarriod

-on in the army, and groundless apprehensions were Rrope=

guted, to shake the resolution of the soldiers, and provent
the exeoution of the plan : that the situation of the (Gene-
ral was thus rendered critical in the highest degree, and
the chance of suceess exceedingly diminished; yet he still
adhered to his design, and only waited for the setting of
the moon, which in India sheds a light not much feehler
than that of & winter sun, on the very day on which an
English fleet of six sail arrived at Madras.

The fleet under Admiral Pocock, which had left Madras
on the 11th of October, had arrived at Bombay on the
10th of December, whera they found six of the Company’s
ships, and two ships of the line, with 600 of tho King's
troops an bow'd.  On the 31st of December the Company's
ships, with all the troops, sailed from Bombay, under the
convoy of two frigates, and arrived on the 16th of February,
at e critical moment, at Madras, “ Words,” snys Lally,
“are inadequate to express the effect which the appear-
ance of them produced, The officer who commanded ip
the trenches deemed it even inexpedient to wait fop the
landing of the enemy, and two hours before réceiving ordepg
1etived from his post.”

Lally was now constrained to abandon the siega, The
officers aud soldiers bad been on no more than half pay
during the first six weeks of the expedition, and entively
destitute of pay during the remaining three, Tho expenses
of the siego and the half pay had consumed, during the
first month, the million livres which had arrived from the

« islands, The officers were ou the allowange of the soldiers.

The subsistence of the army for the last fifteon days had
depanded slmost entirely upon some rice and butter, cap-
tured in two small vessels from Bengal. A yery small
Quantity of gunpowder remuined in the vawmp; und not a
larger et Pondicherry. The bombs were wholly consumed
throe wooks before.  The Sepoys deserted for want of pay,
fil Lhe Buropean cavalry threatened every hour to go
ovar to the enemy. The defonce of Pondighorey vested
Upos 300 invalids ; wnd, within twelve hours, the lngligh,

 thioir reinforcements, might land and take possuesion



molest their retreat.!

- We may judge of the feelings towards one another, of
Lally and lis eountrymen, when he tells us that the
retreat of the army from Madmg produced at Pondicherry
the strongest demoustrations of joy, and was celebrated by

i enemies as an GCOASION of triumph,

The Nabob, Mohammed Ali, who had retreated into
Madras when the French regained the ascendancy in the
Province, had been removed during the siege to Trichino-

" poly; and of his two refractory brothers Abdul Wabab
and Nujeeb Qolla; who had taken the side of the French,
Hho former returned to the English connexion, bofore the
siege of Madras, and was joined to the party of the Eng-
lish kept in the field to act upon the enemy’s communice-
tions: the latber, induced by the event of the sicge te
anticipate success to the party which he had renounced,
murdered all the French in his service, except a gingle
officer, and professed himself a partisan of the English.

The English now elevated their hopes to the recovery
of the province; but found their operations cramped by
the narrowness of their funds. It was the 6th of March
before the army, cousistivg of 1156 Europesns, rank and
file, 1670 Sepoys, 1120 collieries (irregular troops of the
southern Polygars)) and 1956 horse, was in a conghiiion to
move. The countries of Madura and Tinivelly at the mme
timo recalled the attention of the Presidoney. No saomner
had the troops been withdrawn for the dofonce of Madras,
than the refrastory chiefs ~ their encroachmonts,
QOuly the towus of Madura dnd P “Cotah, preservedl by
the steadiness of the Sepoys in gurvison, remained in
obedience to the Englisk  And Mohammed Lssoof, who
had commanded with Féputetion the Compauy's native
troup, in their former attempts in that country, was now

siont. baok in the quality of renter, with a body of Sepoys,
for the recovery of the country.
y Tally, p. 09—-117. OF ths alck
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] ir, Mhey were treated, ax Lally Iimset! dectures, With all the carg
b Lws, both of wrar and of humaniiy, preserived.
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T4 Piaco, ‘On the night of the 174k the French amy BOOK IV.
doommped from Madras ; and tho English made no efforta cmar, 1ve
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The French army had marched from Madras in the

English armies remained in sight of one another, without -
any operation of importance, for two and twenty days.
The English, at the end of this time, made a march upon
Wandewash; took possession of the town, and began to
open ground against the fort. This brought the French
army to defend it ; upon which the English decamped in
the night ; by a forced march of two days arrived at Con-
Jjeveram, and took it by assault. The two armies continued
to watch one another till the 28th of May, when they both
went into cantonments,

On the 28th of April, Admiral Pococke had arrived upon
the coast from Bombay, but had continued to windward of
Pondicherry, and principally at Negapatnam, with a view
to intercept the French squadron, which was expected
from the isles. And near the end of June three of the
usual ships arrived at Madras, with 100 recruitd of the
Company, and intelligence that Lieutenant-Colonel Coute,
with 1000 of the King's troops, might be shortly expected
on the coast. The satisfaction, however, which this good
fortune was calculated to excite, was grievously damped
by au attendant piece of advice; that the Court of Direc.
tory, “dazzled,” as Mr. Orme Cxpresses it, “hy represontas
tions of the great wealth acquired by the conquest of
Bengal, and of its sufficiency to supply their other Presi-
dencies, had determined to send n

0 more treasure to an
of them till the year 1760” From tho first moment n);‘

Indian conquests to a late period in their history, were
the Cowpany led into blunders, and were but too sudcess-
ful in misleading the councils of the nation, by their
absurd [estimates of the pecuniary value of Indian do-
minion, This intelligence was so disastrous; and full of
discouragement, “that for every reason,” says My, Orme,
“it wus kept within the Council.”

Towards the end of July, five of the expected ships, with
the furst division of the troops, arrived at N 1,
and having givén out the provigions and stores vﬁ% they
hud brought for the use of the agquadron, suiled for
Ontho 20th of August the squadron left Negapatnan, and
Sallad for Trincomalee, in the islind of Ceglon, Where the
Frenok floet was dencried, on the 2d of September. D'Achg



NAVAL ENGAGEMENT. E

@ bea reinforced by the arrival of three ships from BOOK 1V.
France ; but as the resources of the islands were inade- CHAP.IV.
quate to refib and supply the fleet, not only much time ———
had been lost, but he had been compelled to return to sea  179%
in a state of very imperfect equipment. It was the 10th
of September before the state of the winds and the wea-
ther permitted the encounter of the fleets. The English,
having the wind, came down a-breast, while the Freunch,
who were farthest out at sea, lay-to in line of battle a-head.
The English squadron consisted of nine ships of the line,
a frigate, the Queenshorough, two of the Company’s ships,
and a fire-ship. The French were eloven sail of the line,
and threo frigates ; and their total battery exceeded that
of the English by 174 guns, and consequently, by eighty-
seven in action. The engagement lasted scarcely two
hours, when the greater part of the French ships having
quitted the line, the whole fleet sailed away, and, in a few
minutes, were beyond the reach of the English shot
Such was the indecisive character of naval actions in
general, at the period to which we now refer. The English,
though they had clearly the victory, had also the principal
share of the loss. In point of men the injury was supposed
to he nearly equal on both sides; but all the French ships,
one only excepted, carried topsails when they retired from
the fight ; none of the knglish ships, after the engagement,
could set half their sails, and two were obliged to Le taken
in tow. The Buglish fleet anchored the next day in tho
rond of Negapatnam, and the Fronch in four days arrived
at. Pondicherry. ) g

As nothing could excend the distress of the Freneh in
respect to supplies, so their hopes were ardeat of rlief by
the arrival of the ships. The fort of Covrepawk had sur-
rendored upon swnmons to & detachment, of the English
army in the beginning of July. In the beginning of August,
Lally’s own regiment mutxmm} fpr ‘wnnt of pay; and, by
their example, subverted the discipline of the whole army,
The confidence of the English had mounted so high, that
Major Breveton, who commanded the troops, and who
burned for an opportunity of performing soma exploit
liofore the artival of Coote, persuaded the Presidency to
Manction an atbempt for the reduction of Wandewash,
m;iﬁug 4ill the voads were passable; the whole army
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I¥iroarched from Conjeveram on the 26th of September. The
kec1v.  principal part of the French forces were concentrated at

Wandewash ; and the enterprise was unsuccessful. The
1750.  English made aspirited attack on the night of the 29th,
but were resisted with great gallantry, and finally vepulsed
with a loss of more than 200 men. In this action, a de-
tachment of grenadiers were very expeditiously quitting
the vicinity of danger ; when their officer, instead of call-
ing after them, an imprudence which would, in all pro
bility, have converted their retreat into o flight, ran til]
he got before them, and then, turning suddenly round,
said, “Malt,” as giving the ordinary word of command,
The habit of discipline prevailed. The men stopped,
formed according to orders, and marched back into the
8cenc of wetion. ~ But this success of the French, however

been able to draw from the dimtricts which they held in
the country sufficient funds to defray the expense of the
troops, employed in conquering and defending them, A
considerable portion of those districts, whioh the Frengl

had boen able to seize npon the arrival of Lally, the Eng.
lish had again vecovered. The Government of Pondichery,
loft almost wholly destitute of supplics from Europe, was
utterly exhausted, first, by the long and desperate struggle
in which they had been engaged ; and secondly, (for the
truth must not be disguised, though the cormplaints of
Lally have long been treated with ridicule,) by the mis-
application of the public funds: a calamity, of which the
violent passion of individuals for private wealth was a
copious and perennial fountain. Lally had, from his first
arival, beon struggling on the borders of despair, with
wants which it was altogether out of his power to supply.
The BEuglish had received, or were about to receive, the
most important aceession to their power. And noﬁhi:’u
but the fleet, whioh had now arrived, and the mgm
which it might have brought, could enable him .

longer to contend with the diffioultics which envirened

B,
. & d'Aché hnd brought, for the use of the eolony,

a ity tity of disumonds, valued at
o ek . oo i, S o T
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>u.nd, having landed these effects, together with 180 BOOK IV.

men, he declared his resolution of sailing again immedi~ cHAP. IV

ately for the islands. Nothing could exceed the surprise
and consternation of the colony upon this unexpected and
alarming intelligence. Even thPSo who were the most
indifferent to the success of aﬂ'&!r_s, when the reputation
of Lally, and the interest of their country alnx}e were at
stake, now began to tremble, when thq very existence of
the colony, and their interests along with it, were threat-
ened with inevitable destruction. All the principal in-
habitants, civil and military, assembled at the Governor's
house, and formed themselves into a national council, A
vehement protest was signed against the departure of the
fleet. But the resolution of the Admiral was inflexible ;
and he could only be induced to leayve 400 Caffres, who
served in the fleet, and 500 Europeans, partly marines and
partly sailors.

At the same time the departure of Bussy had been
attended, in the dominions of the Subahdar, with a rapid
Sucvession of events, ruinous to the interests of the
French. An expedition from Bengal, fitted out by the
English against the Northern Circars, those important dis-
tricts of which Bussy had obtained the dominion from
Salabut Jung, had been attended with the most brilliaut
Buceess ; had not only driven the French entirely out of
the country, but had compelled the Subahdar to solicit a
connexion with the Euglish, Nisam Ali, whose audasious
and aspiring charactor n:::ud him extromely dangorous
to the feeble resomrees apd fosbler mind of his brother,
‘had returned from his flight, to which he had been urged
by the spirit and address of , #b the head of a cons
siderable army ; and compelied the Subahdar to replace
him in that commanding situstion, from which he had
recently been driven. Bassalut Jung, the second of the
thres brothers, who antipip&ted the revolution wlgieh
the victorious retwrn of Nizam Ali portended, promised
himsgelf important advantages from the assistatoce of the
Fronch, in the changes which ‘he expooted to eusue : ang
“‘)Qtﬁhcd o lgtter to [‘lly, in which he told him he was

’ to throw himeelf into his amus' Bussy urged in
Btvong terms the policy of declaring Bassulut Jung Nabok
IR ¥ 3ém. po Lally, p. 135, : ;

1760,
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of the Carnatic. This was opposed by the step which had
. been recently taken by Lally, of making this declaration,

with much ceremony and, pomp, in favour of the son of
Chunda Saheb. It was, however, agreed that g body of
troops, under the command of Bussy, should be gent to
Join Bassalut Jung, who hovered upon the borders of the
Carnatic. He had left Hyderabad, under pretence of
regulating the affairs of his government of Adoni; but he
soon directed his march toward the south-east, supporting
his army by levying contributions as he proceeded, and
approached Nelore in the month of July.

M. Bussy arrived at Wandewash the very day after the
repulse of the Engligh ; and, having placed himself at the
head of the detachment, which was destined to accompany
him to the camp of Bassalut J ung, proceeded on his march.
But the French army, which had long been enduring ex-
traordinary privations, now broke ontin the mogt n]arming
disorders. More than a year's pay was due to them ; they
were destitute of clothing, and many times ill-supplied
with provisions. The opinion, was disseminated, that g
much larger sum than was pretended had been loft by the
fleet’; aud that the General was acquiring immense wealth
by dilapidation. On the 16th of Octoher the whole arm
was in mutiny, and the officers deprived of a1l authority,
Intelligence of these disastrous events overtoglk Bussy at
Arcot, and indueced him to suspend his march, The troops
were at last restored to obedience by the payment of gix
months of their arvears, and a complete amne;;ty. But the
delays which had intervened had exhausted the resources
which enabled Bassalut Jung to remain on the borders of
the Carnatic. He was at the same time solicited, by a
promised enlargement of his territory, to join with Nizam
Ali, who dreaded the re-appearance of M. Bussy in the
territories of the Subshdar: his ardour for the French '
alliance was cooled by the intelligence of the disorders
nmong their troops ¢ he was alarmed by the presence of
an English corps of obsorvation, which had been pent to
&cl upon his rear, if he should advance into the provinee 3
and on the 19th of October he atruck off aepogs the hills
inta the distriet of Kurpa; where Bussy, who followed
Hiw by o differont route, arrived on the 104} of November,
Passalut Jung offered to accompany the ¥French detach.
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a3 sovereign of the Carnatic, and furnished with four lacks
of 1upees for the payment of his troops. The French
Were not, without objections to the first of these condi-
tions, and altogether incapable of fl{lﬁ]ling the last. The
Negotiation, therefore, proved fruitless; and Bussy re-
turned, with an addition, however, of 400 good horse,
whom he had found the means of attaching to his
service.! y g

Urged by the necessity of making efforts for the sup-
ply, and even subsistence, Tof the army, Lally, shortly
after the reconciliation of his troops, thought proper to
divide his army into two parts; with the one of which
e proposed to collect the rents of the southern ; with
the other, stationed at Wandewash and Arcot, to protect
what belonged to the French in the northern districts.
De Leyrit and the Council of Pondicherry represented the
danger, which could not be concealed from Lally himself,
of dividing the army in the presence of a superior enemy ;
but they pointed out no means by which it was possible
to preserve it together. On the 20th of November, the
division which marched to the south took possession of
the rich island of Seringham, which the garrison at Trichi-
nopoly was too feeble to defend.

Tho English took the field. Colonel Coote, with the
last division of his regiment, had arrived on the 27th of
October ; and on the 21st of November procesdad to Con-
jeveram, where the troops were cantoned for the rains.
TThe first of his nots was to sssemble & council of the prin-
cipal officers; that he might obtain from them a know-
ledge of facts, and profit by their observations. To divide
the attention of the engmy, he began with movements
which indicated an attask upon Arcot ; but his real inten-
fion was to gain possession of Wandewash, which was
attacked and carried on the :ZBth. The inaction of the
French army, at Chittapet, which, probably deeming itself
too woak, made no effort for the protection of Wande-~
wash, induced the English to march immediately to Caran-

acoonn! vs march, T have followed his ownand Orme's
.J,,l:n: m{,ﬂly ( l:é%. %’:‘?;;ys) complains of his defays, and insinuates that to
:;wuu.‘mm through Wwhich these delays took plice, the losa of Dassslut
fie's alilgoo ought to bewierited,

k,

ntte Arcot, provided he was recognised by the French BOOK IV.

CHAP, IV.
R
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CHAP. rv.. the 10th of December,
=  Theloss of Arcot, and with it the commaund of all the

1759.

northern districts of the province, now presented itself to
the eyes of Lally as threatening to an alarming degree.
The greater part of the troops was hastily recalled from
Seringham ; Bussy at the seme time arrived from his
expedition to the camp of Bassalut Jung; a Mahratta
chief and his body of horse were taken into pay; and
Lally was eager to strike a blow for the recovery of Wan-
dewash.

Bussy, on the other hand, was of opinion, as the French
were superior in cavalry, which would render it dangerous
for tlic English to hazard a battle, except in circumstances
‘of advantage, that they should avail themselves of this
superiority, by acting upon the communications of the
‘English, which would soon compel them either to fight at
4 disadvantage, or retire for subsistence to Madvas ;
‘whereas if they besieged Wandewash, the English wowld
have two important advantages ; one, that of fighting with
only a part of the French army, while another part was
engaged in the sioge ; the other, that of choosing the ad-
vantage of the ground, from the obligation of the French
{0 cover the besiegers.

At the same time the motives of Lally were far from
groundless. The mental state of the soldiers required
gome brilliant exploit to raise them to the temper of ani-
mated action. He was deprived of all means of keeping
the army for any considerable timein the field. By seizing
the English magazines, he counted upon retarding for
several days their march to the relief of Wandewash ; and
as the English had breached the fort and taken it in forty-
eight hours, he counted, and not vnressonably, upon ven-
deving hitnself mastor of the place before the English
eould arrive. tp

Amusing the Eoglish, by some artful wovements, 1o
marprined and tpok Conjeveram, which lie concluded
thy place of the English magazines. The fack however

was, that the English had no magezines, but wero PL“"
Tor wupplies by the extensive o i 2
mmlyz.pnimzow 3 bub several days



BATTLE OF WANDEWASH. ll7 d

efore his battery was ready to play; and in the BOOK 1V.
meantime the English approsched.  Lally throws t?'le CHAT, IV-
me upon his engineer, whom he ordered to batter in 8
reach with three cannon upon one of the towers of the 177
fort, which was only protected Dby the fire of a singlo
Diece, and which, five weeks before, the English with in-
ferior means hed breached in forty-eight hours. But the
engineers insisted upon erecting a battery in exact con-
formity with the rules of the schools ; and the soldxcg-s_ in
derision asked if they were 'going to attack the fortifica-
tions of Luxemburgh.! NG~ 1 3
The project of Lally having in this manner failed, now
was the time, at any rate, to have profited by the judicious
advice of Bussy, and, abandoning the siege, to have made
war upon the English means of supply. But Lally, who-
was aware that his character had fallen low with the
army, could not brook the imputation of retreating be-
fore his enemy ; he prepaved, therefore, to meet the
attack of the English army, and to continue his operas-
tions. It was the policy of the English commander to
leave the enemy at work, till they wero ready to assault
the fort, when he was sure of attacking separately, at his
choice, either the troops engaged in the sioge, or those
who covered them. His movements were judiciously
wade ; and on the morning of the 22d, he waz on the
ground before the Fronch camp, his armg drawn up in
two lines in a most advantageous position, where he had
a froe communieatgun w'%: t%o forlt: and ur;:du:'hhie ﬂnu‘ke:
d by its five. The French accu @ grround
.,P,:.oi:‘:\r: of izvhmr line, where the fiekl ol“p battle Lad pro-
viously been marked out. 'The English army consisted of
1900 Buropeans, of whom eighty were cavalry, 2100 Sepoys,
1250 black horse, and tweuby-six field-pieces. The French,
including 300 marines and sailors from the aquadron, con-
sigted of 2250 Europeans, and 1300 Sepoys ; for the Mah-
rattas kapt aloof at the distance of some miles from the
fiold of battle Tally, and apparently with reason, com-

. 1, 161 ; Orme (I, 577) Says that cannon for the battery,
wHIL S e . s 20 s dags after Lilly tsok possession o tig
iR ar bowi ‘ﬁ“m‘ th fort, were bronglic from Valilure un carciages seny
m P Ty .
4 i1y (Mém. p. 101) gives & very different sccount of (ha
"n. “ﬁ'n "““1{ fm lf-"mfth had 000 fnfuntry, 100 cavalry, 400 marijes
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OK 1% plains that his troops did their duty ill in the action.
aav. While the English ariny were advancing, Lally, who ima-
gined he porceived some wavering on their left, occasioned
1769 by the fire of his artillery, though Mr. Orme says they
had not yet come within cannon-shot, put himself at the

head of the cavalry, to profit by the favourable moment,

The cavalry refused to march. The General suspended

the Commanding Officer, and ordered the second Captain

1o take the command. He, also, disobeyed. Lally ad-
dressed himself to the men ; and a Cornet crying out that

it was a shame to desert their General in the day of bat-

tle, the officer who commanded on the left offered to put

the troop in motion. They had not advanced many paces,

when a single cannon-shot, says Lally, the rapid firing of

two pieces, says M. Orme, put them to flight, and they
gallopped off, leaving him absolately alone upon the plain.!

Tally retwrned to the infantry, and browght up his line.

The Freneh fired vashid 5 and in-ﬂ‘aotunuy, both with artil-

lory and musketry ; the English loader, who was sool, and
perfectly obeyed, made his men reserve their fire, till suye

of its exeoution. The regiment that ocoupied the enemy’s

right, when the distance between them and the Englial

was now | ideruble, threw th lves into ealupn,

and rushed forward at o rapid pace. Coote, directing the
apposite regiment to be firm, and preserve their fire, gaye
the command when the enemy were at fifty yards dig-
tange. - The fire fell heavy, both on their front and flanks.
Yet it stopped not the course of the columm ; and in en
instant the two regiments were mingled at the push of the
bayonet. The weight of the coluni bors down what was
Opposed to it ; but as it had beon loft uuprotected by the
flight of the cavalry pogted om its right, its flanks were

aud sallors, In all 1330 Kitropeans, with 1800 Sepoys ; anil that the Englinl
had 2600 mhmrr. and W00 cavalry, all NHurcpeans; of ldek Wwoops rly
ual iumber with the ¥raneh,—There 1 soie Appepcaico that Mr. Qe ps
et of e Yrech force ls confectural, and hence oxagga b
Oll his numlicrs arg round wissbers, tne reghnent ‘00" another 700, s
, vavhiry 300 . Portmps weo onght o tiust fn Lally’s e
2h ows furoes, ‘mnun‘lt way ﬂvun“?n G:l&! ?:c:mol his eneinl 2
inl well able, to centradie IFlie ; and Wi SIS Bt
ke My et wocsint o the Kiaulian, whers~ ot e wer
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foly exposed, and in & fow moments the ground was BOOK 1V.

G0vered with the slain, when it broke, and fled in disorder cuar. iv.
to the camp. Almost at tho same time & tumbril blew up -‘1;"6'(""'

in the redoubt in front of the enemy’s left ; and during
the C:onfu:ion which this accident produced, the Euglish
took possession of the post. No part of the French line
continued firm much longor. When ordered to advanes,
the Sepoys absolutely rafused'. Bussy, who put himself
at the head of one of the regiments, to lead them to the
push of the bayonet, as the only chance of restoring the
battle, had his horse wounded under him, was abandoned
by the troops, and taken prisoner. Lally frankly acknow-
that his cavalry, who had behaved so ill at the
beginning of the action, prutected his retreat with great
antry : he was thus enabled to wait for the junction
of the detachment at Wandewash, and to carry off his
light baggage and the wounded. The black cavalry of the
English were too timid, and the Buropean too feeble in
numbers, to impede the retreat,

Lally retired to Chittapet, frora which, without strength-
ening the garrison, he proceeded the following day towards
Gingee. The enterprise next resolved on by Colonel Coote
'was the reduction of Aveot, toward which, the day after
the battle, he sent forward a body of troops. Intelligence,
however, of the defenceless state in which the ¢nemy had
loft Chittapet, gave him hopes of malking that o pravicus
acquisition. In two days the English effested a bresch,
and the garrison surkendersd. On the st of February,
Cloote srrived at Arcol. On the ath thres batteries openod
an the town. - the night of the Oth the army began
their approaches. Although operations were retarded for
want of amrmunition, ou the morning of ths 9th the sap
was carried near the fook of the glacis ; and by noon, two
hreaches, but far from practicable, were effected ; when, to
+he great surprise of the English, o flag of truce appoared,
and the place was surrendered, I‘%t. three meu had beon
lost to the garrison, and they might have held out ten
days longer, beforo the assault by storm ceuld have been
vh;:;lm Glingee Lally withdrew the French troops to Val.

@, both to prevent the English from taking post between
thom and Pondicherry, and to protect the districa to the



HISTORY OF BRITISH INDIA. L

south, from which alone provisions could be obtained.

The difficulties of Lally, which had so long been great,
Were now approaching to extremity. The army was abso-
lutely without equipments, stores, and provisions, and he
was destitute of resources to supply them. He repaired
to I’ondicherry to demand assistance, which he would
not believe that the governor and council were unable to
afford. He represented them as embezzlers and pe(;ulahol's £
and there was no imputation of folly, of cowardice, or of
dishonesty, which was spared against him in return,

To proceed with the reduction of the secondary forts
which the enemy held in different parta of the province ;
to straiten Pondicherry, and, if sufficient force should not
arrive from France for its relief, to undertake the reduc-
tion of that important place, was the plan of operations.
which the English embraced! The country between
Alamparva and Pondicherry was plundered and burnt ;
Timery surrendered on the 1st of February ; Devi-Cotah
was evacuated about the same time : on the 20th of the
sume month Trincomalee surrendered ; the fort of Per-
macoil was taken after some resistance in the beginning
of March ; and Alamparva on the 12th. Carical now
remained the only station on the coast, except Pondi-
cherry, in possession of the French ; and of this it was
important to deprive them, before the shortly expected
return of the fleet. A large armament was sent from
Madras, and the officer who commanded at Ty
wag ordered to march to Carical with all the force which
could be spared from the garrison. Lally endeavoured
to send a strong detachment to its relief ; but the place
made o miserable defence, and yielded on the 5th of April
before assistance conld arrive. ~On the 15th of that month
Valdore surrendered after a foeblo resistance ; as did Chil-
iambaraws on the 20th. Cuddalore was takeu about the
fame time, and several stroug sttempts by the onemy to
regain it were successfully resisted.

chinopoly

! Lally says (Tabloat Histor. de VExpddition de I'Tnde, p, g8, and syt~
"'ﬂ{;w{lh J):m!‘cel 11 n'0st s dotoux quio Vennemi o fiit wu-g‘ tous de
:lh [aftor the Dattle of Wandewaah ] sur Pondiehery, I s'on fit rondu malte

it

« Il w'y avoit un grain de riz dans Jn place I
bt T Sl e L o i
) "'m ot o 1h have had mmdwm'*ﬂmw
8 e

; M’ t;n w':n'.'&. and Bow safo it would have bebn tostrike
m‘u‘v“he seat uf the colony.



y the 1st of May the French army was confined to BOOK IV.

the bhounds of Pondicherry, and the English encamped CHAP. IV.

Within four miles of the town ; the English powerfully re-
inforced from England, and elated with remembrance of
the past, us well as hope for the future ; their antagonists
&bu.ndoued, by neglect at home, to insuperable d.xﬂiculbws;
and looking with eager eyes to the ﬂeqt, which never
arrived. On the part of the !Engllsh, Ad.mlml Cornish had
reached the coast with six ships of the line, before the end
of February : On the 25th of April Admiral Stevens, who
now commanded in room of Pocock, arvived with four
ships of the line ; and on the 23d of May came another
ship of the line, with three companies of the royal artillery
on board.

As the last remaining chance of prolonging the strugele
for the preservation of the French colony, Lally turned his
eyes towards the natives ; and fixed upon the Mysoreans
a8 the power most capable of rendering him the assistance
which e required. The adventurer Hyder Ali was now
at the head of a formidable army, and; though not as yot
without powerful opponents, had nearly at his disposal the
resources of Mysore. Negotiation was performed ; and an
agrevinent was concluded.  On the one hand the Mysorean
chiof undertook to supply a certain quantity of bullogks
for the provision of Pondicherry, and to join the French
with 3000 soluct horse, and $000 Sepoys.  On the other
hand the Freuch consented to give the Mysoreans itine-
diate possession of the fort af Thingar, & most important
station, near two of the prluoh:ﬂ passes into the Cammtie,
at an easy distance from Baramhal, about fifty miles E.S.1,
from Pondicherry. Even Madura sand ’l‘iniveu‘y were said
to bo promised, if by aid of such valuable allies the war
in the Carnatic were me‘ght t.o a favourable conclusion,
Tlis resource proved of little importance to the Feench,
The Mysoreans (who routed howuver.a detachment of the
Euglish army sent to interrupt their rum'ch)_ were soon
disgouraged by what they beheld of the condition of the
Tronch ; and soon recalled by mn emergency which deeply
affocted Myder at home. They remained jn the vieinity
of Pondicherry about four weeks, during which time Lally

had found it impossible to draw f‘rom thm any material
Survics s aud departing in the night, without bis know-

1760,



car.xv. their departure six of the English Company’s ships arrived

1760.

at Madras with king’s troops to the amount of 600 mer +

On the 2nd of September, one month later, several other
ships of the Company arrived, and along with them three
ships of war, and a portion of a Highland regiment of the

ing, incrcnsing the fleet in India to the amount of seven-
teen sail of the line, h

Lally had now, and it is no ordinary praise, during almost,
eight months sinee the total discomfiture of his army ap
Wandewash, imposed upon the English so much respect,
a8 deterred them from the siege of Pondicherry ; and,
notwithstanding the desperate state of his vesources, found
means to supply the fort, which had been totally destitute
of provisions, with a stock sufficient to maintain the gar-
rison for several months. And e still resolved to strike
a blow which might impress them with an opinion that
he was capable of offensive operations of no inconsiderable
magnitude. He formed a plan, which has been allowed to
indicate both judgment and sugacity, for attacking the
English camp by surprise in four places on the night of"
the dth of September. But one of the four divisions, inte
which his army was formed for the exeeution of the entep-
prise, fell behind its time, and disconcerted the operations.
of the remainder.

A ciroumstance now cecurred in the English army which
affords another proof (we shall find abundance of them as.
we proceed) of the impossibility of governing any country
wall from the distance of half the circumference of the
globe. No government, which ‘had any regard to the
maxims cither of justice or of prudence, would deprive
of his authority & commandor, who, like Qolonel Cloote,
had brought o great and arduous service to tlie verge of
oompletion, at the very moment when, without a ehance
of fuilure, he was about to strike tho d:;inive hlm:,d which
would give to his preceding operntions the prineiy .
of their splendour and venown. Vet the Bast Indin %

. without intending so wgmhonsibln a conduct, M
their unavoidable ignorance of what after mauy

: wis 1o be the state of afluirs, had sent cut & 0olu-
on, with Whe flash just arrived, for Majer Monson the:
#econd in command, to supernede Coote, was destined

HISTORY OF BRITISH INDIA. L
“ledge, they marched back to Mysore. A few days before-
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@al. Monson was indeed directed to make no use BOOK IV.

of his commission while Coote remained upon the coast; cmar.Iv.

but the spirit of Coote would not permit him to make any
advantage of this indulgence ; and had he been less a man
of sense and temper, had he been more governed by that
boyish seusibility to injury, which among vulgar people
Passes for honour, this imprudent step of the Company
would have been attended with the most serious conse-
(Quences, When Coote was to proceed to Bengal it was
the destination of his regiment to proceed along with him,
The Council of Madras were thrown into the greatest
alarm. Monson declared that if the regiment were re-
moved he would not undertake the siege of Pondicherry.
Ooote consented that his regiment should remain, to en-
civele the brows of another with laurels which belonged to
his own.

Around Pondicherry, like many other towns in Indin,
ran a hedge of the stroig prickly shrubs of the country,
sufficiently strong to repel the sudden incursions of the
irregular cavalry of the country. As the position of the
French was contrived to give it whatsoever protection this
rawpart could yield, the first operation of Monson was
intended to deprive them of that advantage. The attack
was, indeed, successful ; but through mismanagement on
the part of some of the officers, the plan was badly exe-
cuted ; and considerable loss was incurred. Ameng the
rest, Mortison himself was wonnded, and rendeved it e
for a time of acting in the fleld. Colenel Cooto had not

sailed for Bengal ; and Monson and the Council joined

in requesting him to resume the command, He returned
o the camp on the 20th of September, and actively pro-
coeded with the veduction of the outposts. When the
rains began, in the beginting of October, the camp was re-
moved to an elevated ground at some distance from the
town ; snd during the rains o eﬁ‘ort.s were made, exeopt
those on the part of the French, to introduce provisions,
and those on the part of the English, to frustrate their
attenpts. About the beginning of Decomber, the rains
drawing to a closo, preporations were made for improving
fhe blockade into more oxpeditious methods of reduction,
1 hatterios were prepared, which played un the town
mho gth to the 80th of December. On that day a

.
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S /dreadful storm arose, which stranded three of the English
omar. . 8Lips in the road, and seriously damaged the greater part
of the fleet ; while it tore up the tents of the soldiers,
and threw the carap into the utmost confusion, Fortu-
nately the inundation produced by the storm rendered it
impracticable for the enemy to move their artillery, nor .
could the troops carry their own ammunition dry, The
greatest diligence was exerted in restoring the works. An
attempt failed, which was made on the 5th of January, to
obtain possession of a redoubt still retained by the enemy.
But on the 12th of January the trenches were opened.
The enemy wore now reduced to the last stage of priva-
tion. Lally himself was sick ; worn ont with vexation
and fotigue. The dissensions which raged within the fort
had deprived him of almost all authority: a very feeble
resistance was therefore made Lo the progress of the Eng-
lish worka. The provisions, which such arduous efforts
Jiad beent roquired to introduce into the fort, had been
managed without economy ; the importunities of Lally to
force away the black inhabitants, who consumed the stores
of the place with so much rapidity, were resisted, till wut-
tors wore approaching to the last extremily. While pro-
vigions for some days yet remained, Lally urged the Coun-
cil, siice a capitulation must regard the civil as well as
the military affairs of the colony, to concert gereral mea-
sures for obtaining the most favourable terms ; and pro-
cured nothing but chicanery in return. The devico of the
Council was to preserve to themselves, if possible, the
appearance of having had no share in the unpopular
transaction of swrender, and the advantage, dear to their
resentments, of throwing with all its weight the blame
upon Lally. When st last not two days’ provisions rg-
jugined in the magezines, Lally informed them that he was
reduced to the necessity of delivering up the military
poseension of the place ; for the civil affairs it rosted wi
thorm to ueke what provision was in their power, Tow
the aloe of day on the 14th, o comuiissioner frow Lally,
tagether with o deputation from the coundil, appy ¢
thy English camp, The enemy clamed the Lonefit of &
anplol which bad been coneluded Vetwoen tlio two EYOwTE,
s which thoy reprosented as procluding thum from pro-
Tislng noy enpitulation for the town of andiohieny, Ag
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PONDICHERi{Y SURRENDERED.

Ly

te respecting that cartel remained still undecided, BOOK 1V.

Coote refused to be guided by it, or to accept any othor cuar.iv.

terms than those of an unconditional surrender. Their
compliance, as ho concluded with suflicient assurance,
the necessity of their aftairs rendered wholly indis-

13
P“Os:killfé fourth day after the surrender, t!u.zre arose be-
tween the English civil and milibmy uuthontms.a.dispute,
which, had the military been as daring as the eivil, might
have been attended with the most serious consequences.
Mr, Pigot, the Governor of Madras, made a fornm} demand,
that Pondicherry should be given up to the Presidency, as
the property of the Hast India Company. Coote assem-
bled a council of war, consisting of the chief officers, both
of the fleet and the army, who were of opinion that the
place ought to be held for the disposal of the King. Pigot,
with a hardihood which subdued them ; though, in a man
without arms in his hands, toward men on whose arms he
totally depended, it might have been a hardihood at-
tondad with visk ; deelaved that, unless Pondicherry were
givew up to the Presidency, he would farnish no menoy
for the subsistence of the King's troops or the French
prisoners. Upon this intimetion the military authorities
submitted.

T'wo places in the Curnatie, Thiagar, end the strong fort
of Cingee, still remained in possession of the Feench.
The gerrisous, however, who saw no hopo of relief, muls
but n feeblo vepistance ; and o the sth of April Gingee
survendered, after which the French lad not s single
uilitary post in India: for even Mahé and its deponden-
ciog, on the Malubar coast, had heeix nﬁmwkud. and redused
by a body of troaps which #he fluet landed in the month
of January. The conncil of .Mndn\u lost o time in lovel-
ling the town and forfafications of Poudicherry with the

]
gn;‘)lli‘(l,‘dml was the fate which awaited the unfortunate
Lally, and important ave the lessons which it reads. By
the foeble measures of a woak and defective goverument, a
o, e Grme Sk, wat I stanin of ot o G0 i

apléle, and the armament of Lally, the ulter extivpation
:é}' Ui::nx."uﬁll deatrantion of thely gettlomecis 10 the Penbsals, 1)
Y,
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/. series of disasters, during some preceding years, had fallen

¢uA®.1v. upon France; and a strong sentiment of disapprobation

prevailed in the nation against the hands by which the
machine of government was conducted. When the total
10ss of the boasted acquisitions of the nation in India was
reported, the public discontent was fanned into a flane :
and the ministry were far from easy with regard to the
shock which it might communicate to the strmcture of
their power. Any thing was to be done which might haye
the effoot to avert the danger. Fortunately for them, a
multitude of persons arrived from India, boiling with
resentment against Lally, and pouring out the most bitter
acousations. Fortunately for them, too, the public, swayed
a8 usual by first appearancos, and attaching the blame 1o
the man who had the more immediate guidance of the
afiairs upon which™ ruin had come, appeared abundantly
diaposed to overlook the ministry in their condemnation
of Lally. The popular indignation was carvefully eulti-
vated ; and by one of those acts of imposture and villauy
of which the history of ministries in all the countries of
EBurope affords no lack of instances, it was resolved to Taise
@ soreen between the minisiry and popular hatred, by the
cruel and disgraceful destruction of Lally. Upon his
arrival in France, e was thrown into the Bastille ; from
the Bastille, as a place too honousable for him, he was
removed to a common prison. An nocusation, consisting
of vague or frivolous imputations, was preferved agringt
him. Nothing whatsoever was proved, except that his
conduct did not come up to the very perfection of pru-
dence and wisdom, and that it did display the greatest
ardour in the service, the greatest disinterosteduness, fide-
lity and perseverauce, with no common share of military
talent, and of mental rosources, The grand tribunal of
the mation, the parliament of Paris, found no diffieulty in
socanding the wishes of the ministry, aud the artificial
of the day, hy condemmning him to an ignominious death-
Lally, confident in his innocence. had nover once
Puted the possibility of any ether sentence ghan thuk of
! honoun{:lo aequittal. 'When it was read to lim i his
hngoon, To was thrown into an agony of lﬂ-#‘“w'ﬁ:
mation ; and teking wp & puir of compe "
he Inil besn ntou.h;:‘; 4 chart of the del




FATE OF LALLY. gLJ

e endeavoured to strike them to his heart ; but his BOOK IV.

arm wag held by a person that was near him. With inde- cmar.v.

cent preeipitation he was executed that very day. He wus ——
ged through the streets of Paris in o dirty dung-cart; 1761

and lest he should sddress the people, a gag was stuffed

into his mouth, so large as to project beyond his lips.

Voltaire, who had already signalized his pen by some

memorable interpositions in favour of justice aud the op-

Pressod, against French judges and their law, exerted him-

gelf to expose, in a clear light, the real circumstances of

this horrid transaction ; which Mr. Ovme scruples not to

call ©a murder committed with the sword of justice.” It

waa the son of this very man, who, under the name of Lally

Tolendal, was a mewber of the Constituent Assembly, and

by his eloquence and ardour in the cause of liberty, con-

tributed to erumble into dust s monarchy, under which

acts of this atrocious deseription were so liable to happen.

Thus had the French East India Company, within a few

years, destroyed three, the only eminent men who had

ever heen placed at the head of their affairs in India,

Labourdonuais, Dupleix, and Lally. It did not long sur-

vive this last display of ils imbecility and injustice.'

CHAPTER V.

Firet Nﬁbm’ g Meeor Ja; M o Mdﬂ!‘“ "“'-" the
Northarn Chuag—qmm dlalast Son, and Nalobs of
Oude and Allahabed, invads —(live resigns the
Governmend, and s swoveeded by My, Vansittart.—Jafher
dothroned, and Meer Clasin dot wp.—Disorders by the pri-
vate Trade of Company'sServants—War with Casim—
Hs is dathvoned, and Jaffer again sct wp.—War with the
Nabub of Oude.—~Death of Jaffier~His Son made nomi-
nal Nabob—Courts of Proprietors and Directors—Clive
sent baok to govern Bengad.

DEPECTIVE treasury is the grand and perennial

A-’ souree of the difficulties which beset the soverdigns

of Tndia. This evil pressed with peculiar weight upon

IR ur le Coaste de Lally ; Mém, poor 1 Simy
’w; '::".';'ui?uﬁ'}”; ‘(’)nuue, vol. i, ; Combridge; Wilks ; Volldive,

Mist. our 1'inde, et sur ba Moet du Comde de Lally.
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£V. Meer Jaffier. Befors the battle of Plassy, which rendered

cuar. v him Subahdar, his own resources were scanty and precari-

1757.

ous.  The liberality of Aliverdi, the expence of his war
with the Mahrattas, and the ravages of that destructive
enemy, left in the treasury of the province a scanty inhe-
ritance to Suraj-ad-dowla, The thoughtless profligacy of
that prince, even had his reign been of adequate duaration,
was not likely to add to the riches of the state. To pur-
chase the conspiracy of the English, Meer Jaffier, with the
prodigality of Eastern profession, had promised sums which
he was ultogether unable to pay ; the chiefs whom he had
debached by the hopes of #haring in his fortunes, were
impatient to reap the fruits of their rebellion ; and the
pay of fhe troops was deeply in arvear. Iu these cironm-
stances it ;was almost impossible for any man to yield
satlsfuction, The charncter of Meor Jaflier was ill calous
lated for approsching to that point of perfaction,

T waking prowises, with o view to the abtaimment of
iy gronb and atbractive objeot, an Indiag soverelgn soldom,
Insbenls Lo peeform Bhy thote Ehat just ns oiinlh qe Ly (T
find it unavoidahlo to porfarm ; and soimts in ganorgl, WD,
with o well-gronnded cortainty, upon evading o oongiday-
uble pirt at least of that for whieh he hal angagod, Th
Moor Jattior the stendiness with whicl the English adhered
to the origiual stipulations appeared, for a time, the arti-
fieo taorely of ounning men, who profract an accommodn-
tlon for the purpose of rendering it more ﬂd\'mlmgomm.
Private bribes to defeat publio ends, in Oriental politics,
ai engine seldom worked in vain, were applied with some
porsoverance,  When he found the rigid fulfilment of the
vasb engagoments fo the English; still poremptorily and
urgontly claimed, he was not only suvprised lut dxaspo-
vated ; and began to hope, thet oo favourable evont
would deliver him from such obstinate aud trnublu_u;nﬂ.
aumociates.! i ‘ﬁ,‘

The English were not the parties against whom I
auluositios wete first displayed.  Aliverdi Khan, awe
thia vebellious and turbulent apieit whiok almonh Al
reigned among those sdventurers from Iyan an g,
Whio sommonly rose to the chiof command in the Srmiey
4 tho Mohammedan prinoes in Hindustan, had adopieq

¥ @l Loder 1 (MO Peapite oy of 1. T, Stack, n 1764, 1. 3D,




i Tprising, and less dangerous Hindus. And he had
raised various individuals of that race to the principal
blaces of power and emolument under his government.
Ramnarain, whom he intrusted with the important
goVernment of Derar, the rveader has n.lren.dy received
information, Dooloob Raw, another Hindun, held the
grand office of Dewan, or Superintendent of the Finances.
That celebrated family, the Sets, of I\l_.'oorshedabnd, who
by merchandise and banking had acquired the wealth of
Drinces, and often aided him in his trials, were admitted
largely to share in his councils, and to influenco the ope-
rations of his government, Aliverdi had recommended
the same policy to Suraj-ad-dowla ; and that prince had
met with no temptation to depart from it
Maer Jaffier was placed under the despest obligations to
Doolooh Ram,  When he was convicted of malyersation in
his office, and stood in disgrace with his master, it was
Dooloob Ram who had made his peace? In the late revos
lution, Dooloob Ram had espoused his intorests, whon the
in!llmm:n of that minister, and his comuaid of trossure,
might Naye conforved the prise upon ancther chief
Vhothor he droaded Uhe power of the Hindu connexion,
o wis sthuulated with a desire of thelv wealth, Meer
Jaffler resolvad Lo arish thawm ; and with Doolaph Ttem,
as the most powerful individual, it was prudent to bhegin
Beforo the departure of Olive, he had sumimoned Bamnpamn-
ning, the Wovernor of Midnapore, aud hoad of the -
oflieo, to repuir to tho capitel to wuswor for the arvears of
his govarmment ; but the eautious Hindu, already alurmed,
evaded the mandate by sending ¥wo of his relations. The
Nabob—so by the English now was Jaffier styled, threw
both into prison ; and easily reconciled Clive, by inform-
ing him, that Ramramsing was an enemy to the Luglish,
and had been the agent through whom the correspondence
between Suraj-ad-dowls and Bussy had been earvied on,
A eloge contiexion had long subsisted belween Ramvam-
Sing and Dooloob Rum ; and the latter, to whose sagueity
the designs of Jaffier wero not s sevret, regarded the pre-
nent ylap as o preliminary part of the plan whigh was laid
fae his own destruction.
O e 1, 19, 3 Scar Mubskhareen, 1. §,

#(s policy of bringing forward the gentle, the BO! L

CITAT. V.
e
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Meantime opposition began to display itself in various
parts of the provinces. The Raja of Midnapore took arms
upon the news of the detention of his relatives: an insur-
reetion in favourof o son of Sereffraz Khan, whom Alivendi
deposed, was raised at Dacca: in the province of Poorania,
the dewan of the late government had raised a oreature of
his own to the chief command: and Jaffier had resolved
on the remeval of Ramnarain from the province of Berar.
Colonel Clive found the means of reconciling Ramramsing ;
and, with the assistance of the English, the insurrection
at Dacca was easily quelled. But when the troops were
drawn ont to proceed to Poorania, they refused to march,
without payment of their arrears. Clive was preparing to
join the Nabob; but his troops, with the prize-money
distributed among them in consequence of the battle of
Plasay, had indulged in such intempernnce, that many of
the Europeaus had died, a still greater proportion were
sick, and the army was unable to leave Chandernagor
before the 17th of November. )

The Nabol's troops were ordered to march on the Gth
of Qctober. Partial payments, and other means of over-

coming their disobedience, were employed till the 7¢) of

Noveamber, when the Nabob repaired to the camp. No
soguer kad he left the city, than his son Meeran, who Was
to act a8 Governor, distributed intelligence that o confode-
racy was formed, under the authority of the Emperor at
Delli, between Raranarain, the Subahdar of Oude, and
Deoloob Ram, to raise to the govermment of Bengal thie
son of a younger brother of Suraj-ad-dowla! He then
commissioned a band of ruffians to enter in the night the
palace of the widow Aliverdi, with whom the mother of
Suraj-ad-dowls, and grandmother of the prince; resided.
They murdered the child, and sent the two princesses to
Dacca. ‘T'he Nabob, who denied all pasticipation in the
action, roveived frown the Englinh, says Mr. Opme, “D0o
raproaches,.’’*

ruj -4l deny

{ 1o oun be 16 duicht thal many reasonalle projacts n foh st
A : »
e
'éﬂ .-mu%gém o4 of DTy 81O Unques-

' L 273, Clive, Tiswever (Report, e supra, nnd (o andior of e
moﬁ':fm.w. . u‘,,.m ::éuf ’l“bel’mnzw Pprines m,l_%“ .

WAY Wlsi
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TRANSACTIONS.

|

&rrived ab Moorshedabad on the 25th of Novem- BOOK IV.

ber, where Dooloob Ram, who, under pretence of sickness, CHAP. V.

ad refused to accompany Jaffier, remained with his
troops, On the 3d of December he joined the Nabob at
Raj Malil, Quddum Hussun, who had long been an asso-
clate in the pleasures of Jaffier, was destined for the
government of Poorania;! aud some days had elapsed
since he orossed the river into that province with a body
of troops. The terror inspired by the Nabob’s army, the
intrigues which Cuddum Tussun, by means of letters and
Spies, was ablo to raise in the enemy’s camp, together with
the rawness of the insurgent troops, made them take flight
and digperse, upon the very approach of Cuddum Hussun ;
wiho took quiet possession of the government, and began
immediotely to gratify his avarice by the severest ex-
actions.

The mind of the Nabob, now tranquil on account of
other quarters, turned itself to. the move arduous proceed-
ings which it meditated in Bahar. Clive perceived his
opportunity, and refused to proceed with him, unless all
the sums due upon the agreements with the English were
previously discharged. No payments conld be made with-
out Dooloob Ram. A reconcilement, thorefore, was neces-
sary; and, Clive undertaking for his security, Doocleob
Ram joined the comp with 10,000 troops. Twenty-three
lacks of rupees were now due: orders were signod upon
the treasury for one half ; and tukcaws, that is, orders to
the local receivers to make payment vub of the pevenies
as they coute in, were granted on gertnin districts for the
remainder.

(Jlive, however, niow stated, as objections to the retaoval
of Ramnersin ; the strengthof his army ; the probability
that he would receive g#istance from the Subahdar of

1:,,-;4’“ ssent to all that is avoushed by the author of o
See ‘l:‘&kw‘m \?io!ch:ur hesitation., He and the ot{:er members o ghh
Fouly hnd beon intimate with Mir Jafer and his pon before. the clavation of
5 At s, S e S

; Y :
w Wiw. F:r r(:wna that P‘: :" f“ ‘:h it ey h::::' u_m 'Ml?:« ’;
8 | te Wit Itamnarain, and otlll further, therefure, &0 olject o
ln.n;‘msmﬂnn g ‘r:"elm thus inejired, guevades sil his notices
3 u’ll:‘mm Ja u'r:;miduun; but the anthor of the Seer Mitakharoon

N portinities of Knowing, miys he wis anly the g, by
vy ::::'m had murcied Jadler’s sistor.
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¥ Oudo; the likelihood that the English would be recalled

cimap, v, to the defence of their own settlement by the arrival of

1768,

the French; and the danger lest Ramnarain should bring
an army of Mahrattas to his aid. Jaffier was not, willing
to oppose directly an opinion of Clive; and offered to ao-
cept his mediation; reserving in his mind the use of every
clandestine effort to accomplish his own designs, The
army began its march to Patna ; and was joined by Rama~
rain, after receipt of alettor by Clive, assuring him, that
both his person and government should be safe. The in-
tended delays and machinations of the Nabob were cut
short, by intelligence that the Subahdar of Oude, with the
Freuch party under M. Law, and a great body of Mahratta
hortie, was about to invade the provinee ; and by the actual
arrival of a Mahratte chief, who camo in the name of the
principal Mahvatte commmanders to demand the arvears of
chout, amnounting to twenty-four lacks of rupees, which
were due from Bongal. These events produced a upeody
accommodation with Rammuarain. The N abab, iudeed,
used various efforts to remain behind the English, in order
to defent the securities which that Governor had obtainaed,
But Clive penetrated, and disappointed his designs. He
even extorted from him another grant, of no small impor.
anice to the English trensury. A leading article in the
European traffic was the salt-petre produced in Bengal,
the whole of which was made in the country on the othep
side of the Ganges above Patna. This manufacture had
in general been farmed for the benefit of the Government
and Clive saw the advantage of obtaining the monopoly
for the English. Tle offered the highest terms which the
government had ever received; but the Nabob knew he
could not demand from the English the regular presents
which he would derive from a renter placed at his merey ;
he was not, therefore, inclined to the arrangement 3 buty
after a variety of objections, the necessity of his civewm~
stanoos compelled him to comply.

Clive got bhack to Moorshedabad on the 15th of May and,
on the same day, veceived intolli%mco from the coast of
Coromandel of the arrival of the French flaet, and of the
indacisive fivst engagement between it and the English. A
friund to tho wse which governments compnenly make of
their intelligence of the events of war, “Ulive &proad,”



OGN FOR REMODELLING GOVERNMENT.

26, “the news he reccived, as a complete naval
50y 3 two of the French ships sunk in the fight, instead
of one stranded afterwards by a mischgnce ; the rest put
to flight, with no lilmlli)hoodlyl:ff beml\:; ntg?i:ix e1:0 h:nd the
o rou, rom Pondicherry.
tro(;;l[:: i ihgﬁ;“gemg; from Moorshedabad without
waiting for the Nabob. On the 20th of June, a ship ar-
rived at Caleutta from England; nnd_ brought along with
With it & ecommission for new modelling the government.
A couneil was nominated cou.sxstmg of ten; ‘n.nd, instead
of one (Governor, as in preceding arrangements, four were
appointed, not to preside collectively, but. each durm.g
thi mounths in rotation. The inconvenience of this
scheme of government was easily perceived. “ But there
was another cause,” says Mr. Orme, “ which operated on
opinions more strongly. Colonel Clive had folt and ex-
pressed resentment at the neglect of himself in the Com-
pany's orders, for no station was marked for him in the new
establishment,” Convinced that he alone had sufficient
authority to over-awe the Nabob into the performance of
his obligations, the council, including the four gentlomen
Who were appointed the governors, came to a vesolution,
highly expressive of theirowndisinterestedness and patriot-
isi, but fullof disregard aud contempt for the judgwent and
tuthority of their superiors! This high legislative act of
the Company they took upon them to set aside, and, with
one avecord, invited Clive to accept the undivided offica of
President.  ‘Wath tlis invitation he assures us, that © ho
hesitated not one moment to comply.”s
2l eraton (Rt o e gRsruminp By oo S,
essary, the Directors, divided hy lolunt gontests among themsolves, whic
:::mmly did them fio honour, went £ unfortinate fn thelr Jadgnent, 45 to ap-

oy wrs of Dengal, tgovern each fonr months, aud left Colonal

.d:‘; f,’:::,":,i“’.‘ﬁ.:?((ﬂ)us llalf“’l‘hu absurdity of such a system wis too appsirent
tif take place,” &o-—M. of disregard or contempt, howeyor for Uheir superiors,
o wriﬁux::‘i: ;:)l;rL‘li"ef:wreu their ballef “ that hud their emplayera

The mnlnt" e l.nl‘ the present state of affairs in Bengal, they wimld lave placid

Dbégn appt ﬂt‘um 5 [N surme one Person, us thie clearest and castest mothod ofcon-

e “:”T'r L,“L“,"'m » Apd that they hud rightly Judged, appeared from

?hu":?gtlt “ﬁl‘-r s soon as {he Directors hcnﬁl ol thy hm{:u of Flasay, they ap.

) jovernar:  Life, L 8538.~W.

Foluted ulunl«:“t";‘““.“!;:‘e' ihtidence of the Colonais qupiéted by the fallowing
“"W"',i“ \‘mpWa.n an officer of Tk, to whom Jafer Wl been often -
oty ‘llil cloyatiom, remarkable for his wis, This, from theis furmer

'.mmt 2 Jealonsy of present nieglect, b dil wot spwre on the Naljoh
i %lulln.l‘n the armicd of the Nabob and of Clive were &t Patna, he was

VoL, i, 9
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In the mean time considerable events were prepaving at

- Moorshedabad. On the approach of Clive and Dooloob

Ram, Meevan had thrown the city into violent agitation,
by quitting it with demonstrations of fear, summouning all
the troops and artillery of the government, and giving it
out as his intention to march for the purpose of joining
his father. Clive wrote with much sharpness to the
Nabob; and Meeran apologized in the most submissive
strain. Though inability to discharge the arrears due to
the troops, who could with much difficulty be preserved
from tumults, compelled the Nabob to delay his proceed=
ings, ho was impatient for the destruction of Doolooh
Ram; the severity of his despotisin increased ; and he
declared to one of his favorites, who betrayed him, “tha
if a French foroe would ecome into the provinee he would
assist them, unless the Eaoglish released him from all their
claims of mioney, tervitory, and exemptions”t  Among
the Hindus, who had risen to high employment undes the
encouraging policy of the late Subahdars, was Nun

who acted as Governor of Hoogly at the time of Suraj-ad-
dowla’s march against Caleutta,

Nuncomar had followed
the armies to Patna, and, as conversant with the details of

the revenue, was employed by Doolooh Ram, When the

difficulties of obtaining payment upon the tuncaws granted

to the English began to be felt, he proffered his assistance 3

and, if supported by the government of the Nabob, as-
gured the English, that he would realize the sums, e

was vested with such authority as the service appeaved to

require ; but as he expected not to elude the knowledge of
Dooloob Ram, in the practices which he meditated, for
raising out of his emaployment a fortune to himself, he re-
rolved to second the designs of the Nabob for the reinoval

PRSI ST

ons duy weeused 1o the Nubob of having permitted a fray hotwoen nome of Wis
awn mrulmv and some of Clive's. It chanced,” sayd the anthor of the S6AC
Mulnkliarson, 5. 19, * that Mirze Shomseddin bimself made Ly IR
Ehut viry momient: it was In full durbar and in the hall of gudience.
Nawab fixed hiz oyey nion hin, and apolio a few words that weomed o 11
upin Foprimand : © 8ir," sald he, * your people ive Jad & fray with tho Gl 1
M6 ¢ Ik vy hanour 16 leurs whio Ia thar Colonel Cllve, anil th what
yen lios sated W ¥ C My Lol Nawval, Wasw e this Mliveny got '
WY, el stasding Bt Gpeiane b I v Mo, fn g ] o
L ne ! who uever got 0 b die ! ‘"f‘ AUnE yrk m g Ll
dsawa Lo his v;ﬂ'j'uhu! How then could Ll daving L afler
h tvuau'-h Rieusblt 1




CEEDINGS OF MEER JAFFIER.

L,

5 ith- V.
Yigilant Dewan. IHe persuaded the Sets to with- BOOK

draw their protection from this troublesome inspector, by cmar. v

awakening their fears of]; being called ‘:IPOH f°llj 11110"‘:5’;1‘1:
i d the revenues, and supplied no

Es-)xoi;?,fgeft? t}:::};?net]e. He assured the Nabob and Mee-
Tan, that the English would cease to xnterl:ere in their
EOV)ernment if the monoy was regularly paid. Dooloob
Ram took the alarm, and requested leave to retire to Cal-
oulta, with his family and g‘ﬁ'ects. Pel'@&lon was Fefused,
till he should find a sum of money su{ﬁclent to satisfy the

. DUnder profession of a design to visit Colonel
(live at Calcutta, the Nabob quitted the capital; but
under pretence of hunting, remained in its neighbourhood.
Oun the second day after his departure, Meeran incited a
body of the troops to repair to the residence of Dooloob
Ram, and to clamour tumultuously fcr their pay. The
English agent interfered; but as the troops were directed
by Meeran to make sure of Dooloob Ram, the agent found
great difficulty in preserving his life. Olive at last desired
that he should be allowed, with his family, to repair to
Caleutta ; and the consent of the Nabob was no longer
withheld.

Within a few days after the return of the Nabol ' from
Claloutte, n tumult was excited in his capital by the soldiers
of @ue of the chiefs, and assumed the appearance of being
aimed at the Nabol's life. A letter was produced, which
bore the character of a letter from Doslooh Ram to the
commander of the disorderly hoo&o. ineiting him to the
enterprize, and assuring him that the coneurrenos of Clive,
and other leading Englishimen, was obt 1. Clive sus-
peoted that the letter was a forgery of Jaffior and Moeeran,
to ruin Dooleob Ram in the opinion of the English, and
procure his expulsion from Caloutta; when his person and
wealth would remain in their power. All doubts might be
resolved by the interrogation and eonfrontation of the
camander, to whom the luiter was said to ha sul..lrasaml.

. Bt he was ordered by the Nabob to quit his servive, was
way-laid on his departure, and assassinated. :

Tn the mean time adyices bad arrived from the Prosi-
donoy at Madeas, that Fort St David had yielded, that o
Sooenid engngoment had taken place hutween the Aeot.

the French army was before Tanjore, that M, Busay
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<was on hLis march to join Lally: and the most earnest
omar. v. solicitations were subjoined, that as large a portion of the
3 troops as possible might be sent, to afford a chance of
1709, averting the ruin of the national affairs in the Carnatic.
“No one” says Orme, “ doubted that Madras would be
besieged as soon as the monsoon had sent the squadrons off
the coast, if reinforcements should not arrive before>t
Clive chose to remain in Bengal, where he was master,
rather than go to Madras, where he would be under eom-
mand; and determined not to lessen his power by sending
troops to Madras, which the Presidency, copying his ex-
ample, might forget to send back. An enterprise, at the

same time, presented itself, which, thongh its success
would have beent vain, had the French in the Carnatic pre-
vailed, bore the appearance of a co-operation in the strug-
gle, and afforded a colour for detai ing the troops.

One of the leading Polygars in the Northern Clivears,
fixing his eye upon the advantages which he might expect
to derive from giving a new master to the Provinces, come
municated to the English in Bengal his desires to CO-0
rate with them in driving out the Frenc , while Bussy was
involved in a struggle with the brothers of the Snbahday,
The brilliancy of the exploit had no feeble attractious for.
the imagination of Clive; and after the recall of Bussy to
Pondicherry, he imparted his intentions to the Couneil,
The project met with unanimous condemmation.? Rut
Clive, disregarding all opposition, prepared hig armament.
It consisted of 500 Europeans, 2000 Sepoys, and 100 Las-
cars, withsix field-pieces, six battering cannon, one howitzer,
and one eight-inch mortar. This expedition, commanded
by Colonel Forde, was destined to proceed by sea; but
the altercations in the couneil, which the disapprobation
of the measure produced, and the delays which  occurred
in the equipment of the ships, retarded its departure till
the end of Septeniber,”

! Orme suys (1L 3035, * Clive il not entertain & sarmise that {t woull Be 4
taken whilst it had provisions.” Bt Olive hhmqlf says (Report, ut SUPTa),
*' Nothing saved Madras from sharing the fato of Fort St, m\-}d. 1.“g.2:’7|r [me
Frynch ] want of money, which gave time forstengthening aud reinl g dte
w

e .

# Drme anly sayn (i, 364), * Thie messure was {on vigoraus (0 b REft

e 1o all m’v Am’:ml--ma af the conuoll,”  But Olive )iypmelf aaynlww.
), that L undertook it, * contmry © the inellnation of la

\

9, 1. B00—307, Gnd W3-~308 ¢ Beet Mutaklusrosy, il 4~34



ITION UNDER COLONEL FORDE. 97

«90th_of October Colonel Forde disembarked at BOOK 1V.
TZagapatam, and joined his troops with those of the Raja CHAT.Y
Anunderauz; at whose instigation t}le exp]mt was under- =Ty
taken. Tt swas oxpected, that this chief would afford
money for the maintenance of the tg'oops ; and heunce but
a small supply of that necessary article was brought from
Bengal. The Rajs was in the usl}al state of Rajas, Nabobs,
Subahdare, and Emperors in Infim; h? was reputed by the
English smymensely rich, while in reality he was miserably
poor: he was, therefore, not very able to provide the sums
expe;:t.ed from him ; and still less willing. Tl}e delays by
which he contrived to elude the importunities of the
English were highly provoking; and by retarding their
movements, threatened to deprive them of all the great
advantages of rapidity and surprise. A sort of treaty was
at last concluded by which it was agreed that, excepting
the seaports, and towns at the mouths of the rivers, the
conquered country should all be given up to Anunderauz,
upon the condition of his advancing a certain monthly
sum for the maintenance of the troops.

M. Conflans, who had been sent to command the French
troops upon the recall of Bussy, had concentrated his
forces about Rajamaundri ; towards which the English and
aud the Raja directed their march. The force, which re-
miined under the command of Conflans, after the depar-
ture of the troops which were recalled with , was
still considerably superior to that which had arvived with
the English ; but when the | s for olher servides were
deducted, he took the field the English with num-
bers nearly equal. A battle was brought on; and the
French were completely defeated ; t!my were not only
gtript of their camp, but flad ?’vom Buja}muudm.

During the battle, the Rajo and his troops remained
sowering in the hollow of a dry tank, which protected
them from shot. After the battle all his operations weve
tardy ; what was worse, o money could bo extracted from
him ; oll the cash which had been brought from Bengal
was espended ; and during fifty days, when advantage
might have been taken of the wanb of pmpl_:mtlou on tha
park of the enémny, and of the dejection arising from thejr
s&uu' the Tnglish were unable to move At last, by
oW arrangement, o small sum was obtained from the Rajas
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. the troops were put in motion, and on the 6th of February
cmar. v. arrived at Ellore or Yalore, where they were joined by the
——— Zemindar or chief of the district.

d989; . Conflans had no longer confidence to meet the English

in the field, but withdrew to defend himself in Masulipa-
tam, the principal fort, and principal station of the French,
on that, part of the coast ; while he urged the Subahdar of
the Deccan to march to the defence of his own territories,
the French being occupants under his authority, and
subject to his law, while the English intended to wrest the
country wholly from his hands. The views of the cour-
tiers of the Subahdar happened at the moment to coincide
with his own wishes to preserve for himself the protection
of the French, and he put his army in motion towards
Masulipatam.

This prevented not the English commander from
hastening to attack the place. He arvived on the 6th of
March. The French treated his pretensions with ridicule,
Masulipatam, for an Indien town, and agpinst Indian
means of attack, was of no inconsiderable strength. The
defenders withiu were more numerous than the besje-
gors. A considerable army of observation was left in the
fiold. ‘The Subahdar, with the grand army of the Deccan,
was on the march; and a reinforcement of Europeans was
oxpected from Pondicherry. A sum of money for tlie
English had arrived from Bengal ; but the French army of
obgervation rendered it dangerous, or rather impracticable,
to send it to the camp. , The English troops mutinied for
want of pay; and it was with much difficulty, and by large
promises; that they were induced to resume the discharge
of their duty.

Three batteries continued a hot fire on three differont
parts of the town, without having effected any consider-
able dumage, from the 25th of Mareh to the 6th of April,
when the situation of the English began to wear o very
threatening aspect. Salabut Jung wos approaching; the
Froyoh army of observation had retuke n Rajamundsi, aud
might effect @ junction with the Subshdar ; it was im
uih?o for the Englinh now to vetrent by the way whiol they
b gome, or even to embark ot Musulipatewn with their
otinon and hewvy mlores ; the monsoon had begun ; the
roinforoement from Pondicherry was expested ; and i



STORMS MASULIPATAM.

days’ armmunition for the batteries remained unconsumed.
In these circumstances, however apparently desperate,
Colonel Forde resolved to try the chance of an assault.
The batteries were directed to play with the utmost acti-
vity during the whole of the day ; and the troops to be
e night. The attack, in order to dxv!de
the attention of the enemy, and render uncertain the point
of dunger, Was to be in three places at once ; rfnd the three
divisions of the army wera to be on their respective
grounds exactly at midnight. The struggle was expected
to be severe; from the superior numbers of the enemy,
and the litile damage which the works had sustained.
A part of the army faltered considerably ; nor did all the
officers meet the danger with perfect composure. They
got, howgver, within the walls with comparative ease;
where, bemg met by superior forces, they might have paid
dear for their temerity, had not surprise aided their arms,
and hu'd not M. Conflans confounded by uncertainty, and
by various and exaggerated reports, aftera short resistance,
surrendered the place.

Within one week two ships appeared with a reinforce-
ment of 300 troops from Pondicherry. The Subahdar,
whose arrival had been anticipated but a very few days by
the fall of Masulipatam, found himself in ciroumstances il
caloulated to carry on by himself a war against the Eug-
lish. He was anxious on the other hand, BOw
deprived of the }rench, to o n ﬁ'inm‘llhim the
English, and to obtain fram: & hody of tr to pro-
tect him against the dangerous ambition of his brother
Nizam Ali, who, since the departure of Bussy, had returned
at the head of a considerghle body of treops, and filled him
\with serious alarm.  Cglonel Forde repaired to his camp,
where he was received with great distinction, and oon-
odluded a treaty; by which a considerable torritary about
Masulipatara was ceded to the English, and the Subahdar
engaged to allow no Frenoh sebtlemont for the fuluve to
axist in his dominions. The Fronch army of observation,
which it was by the same troaty stipulated, should cross
the Kistus in fifteen days, joived the army of Bassalug
dung, the elder brother of the Subahdar, who had accom-
Pihied him on the espedition o the Northern Ciroars,

QL.

erown all, the engineers reported that no more than two BOOK IV.
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V. and now marched away to the south. The two ships which
euar. v. had brought the reinforcement from Pondicherry, upon
discovering the loss of Masulipatam, sailed away to the
north, and landed the troops at Ganjam. They made se-
veral efforts to render some useful service, but entirely
fruitless ; and after enduring a variety of privations, re-
turned greatly reduced in numbers to Pondicherry.!

‘While the detachment from the army of Bengal was en-
gaged in these operations, the solicitude of Clive was
attracted by an enemy of high pretensions in a different
quarter. Toward the close of the history of the Mogul
Emiperors, it appeared, that the eldest son of the Emperor
Aulumgeer IT, not daring to trust himself in the hands of
the Vizir, the daring Umad al Mulk, by whom the em-
peror was held in a state of wretched servitude, had with-
drawn into the district of Nujeeb ad Dowla, the Rohilla,
who wus an o‘pponcnt of the Vizir, and a partisan of the
Imperial family. At this time, the revolution effected by
the English in Bengal, the unpopularity and disordeys of
Jaffier's administration, and the presumed weakness of his
government, excited hopes in the neighbouring chiefy,
that an invasion of his territories might be turned to
advantage. The imagination of Mohammed Koollee Khan,
the Bubahdar of Allahabad, was the most highly elevated
by the prospect of sharing in the spoils of the English
Nabob, He was instigated by two powerful Zemindars,
the Rajas, Sunder Sing, and Bulwant Sing. And the
Nubob of Oude, his near kinsman, one of the most power-
ful chiefs in Hindustan, joined with apparent ardour in the
design. The Nabob of Oude entertained a double purpose;
that of obtaining if any thing was to be scized, as great a
share as possible of Bahar or Bengal ; and that of watching
his opportunity, while his ally and kineman was intent
upon his expected scquisitions, to seize by force or sirata~
gem the fort of Allahabad. The influence of the imperial
name appeared to them of no small importance in the war
with Juffier ; aud as the prince, who had fled into Rolils
ound, was soliciting them for protection, it was ngroed 0
Place him ostensibly at the head of the enterprise. Pres

tations were made; aud the Prince, having ohisined
om the Braperor legal investiture, a8 Subahdar of Bengal,
% Oroue, 1. 378380, 478401, B64| Wilks, p, 401
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ATTACKS THE EMPEROR’S SON.

i d Orissa,

rince o
t}‘:;u;(i:rtih%g}? ro:\Flrom the exhaustion of the treasury wl}en
Jaffier was raised to the government, the great sums wh}oh
he had paid to the English, the difticulty of extm‘om;:g
money from the people, his own Hogligons knd Wm’;'o hl.d
administration, and the cruel and brutal character of his
son Meoran, Jaffier was 11]-prep&re(! to n'lcet; a furmlflnble
invasion From his own rabble of ill-paid and mutinous
soliliane “he was obliged to turn, and place all h‘xs hopes of
safety in the bravery and skill of the English, whom,
bofore the news of this impending danger, he had been
plotting to expel. The English appear to have had no
fovesight of such an event. By the absence of the troops
in the Northern Circars, their force was so inconsiderable,
and both they and Jaffier needed so much time to prepare,
that had the invaders proceeded with tolerable expedition
and gkill, they might have gained, without difficulty, the
whole province of Bahar. A blow like this, at so critical
a period, would have shaken to such a degree the tottering
government of Jaffier, that the incipient power of the
English might have despaired of restoring it ; and & mo-
mentary splendour might agein have surrounded the
throne of the Moguls.

‘The muarch of the Prince and his confederates towards
Patna placed Ramanarsin the Governor botween two dread-
ful fires.  To Jaflier he neither folt, nor owed abtachment,
But, joining the prince, ho rigked overy thing, if Jatier
should succeed ; adhering to Jaffier, ho risked as much, if
the prince should 1. The miuation was calculated
to exercise Hindu duplicity and address. An npphuaﬁnn to
M. Amyatt, the chief of the English i’uubox.-y, was the first of
his gteps ; from whom as he cm_ﬂd receive no protection,
he expected such latitude of wdeo.'&s would afford a co-
lour to any measures he might find it agreeable to pursue,
1t happened as he foresaw. Mr. Amyatt informing him
that the English would remain at Patna, if assistance
should arrive ; if not, would retire from the danger ; frankly
and sinocerely instracted him, to amuse the prince as long
an possible ; bitt if all hopes of suoconr should fuil, to pro-
Vide for himself as events might direet. Ramnarain
#udied to conduct himself in such a manuer as 1o be able
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crossed the Carumnassa, a viver which BOOK 1V.
£ Bahar, towards the conclusion of cnar. v.
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. to join with the greatest advantage the party for whom
cuar. v. fortune should declare. He wrote to Bengal importuning
———— for succour ; and he at the same privately sent a messenger
1759. o propitiate the Prince. He was even induced, when tlie
English of the factory had retired down the river, to pay
him a visit in Lis camp ; and the troops of the Prince
might have entered Patna along with him. The oppor-
tunity however was lost ; and the observations which the
Hindu made upon the Prince's camp and upon the eoun-
cils which guided him, induced him to shut the gates of
the city when he returned, and to prepare for defence.

The Lardihood of Clive was seldom overcome by
scruples. Yet the Emperor Aulumgeer was legitimate
soversign of Bengal ; and had undoubted right to appoint
Lis eldest son to be his deputy in the government of that
province, To appose him, was undisguised rebelliont
The English forces, a slender band, marched to Moor-
shedabad, and being joined by the best part of Juffior's
troops, commanded by Meeran, they advanced towards
Patna ; where Ramnarain had amused the prince by mes-
sages and overtures as long as possible, and afterwards op-
posed him, Though the attack was miserably conducted,
& breach wes made, and the courage and resources of
Ramnarnin would have been soon exhausted ; when in-
telligence reached the camp; that the Subahdar of Oude,
who was on his march with an army under pretence of
Jjoining the prince, had treacherously seized tlie fortress of
Allahabad. Mohammed Koollee Khan, by whom the
prinee’s affairs were conducted, and whose forces wore hijs

U The prince, Holwell asaures ug {(Maomprial, 1. 2), repeatedly offered ta
grant the Boglish their own terms, 1€ they would usslat him 1y recovering Lils
his.  On what side justies lay, i5 evidont enongh, On what side p(-lh{’-
: mhlrm- uanhul Which Clive rojected, or that which he gl i & miore suli
Y
?I Wwaa not a question of polley, but one of good falth. Ny the ¢ i
Mix dufflor, as well a4 by thie nature of thelr connexion Wi Nim,—the 0
ware piledgod 1o asaist Wim ogainst all enemles whatover, and fow af the .
yernors of the Provinoes wonld have gorupled to conaider the V.m{:'%
enety 51 Hud soteht 46 dispossass ther of thels SUbalin.  Tven, S o]
the thepry of obedianes to s monareh, who At the very seat of Emplé W Ok
lunrr i G master, conld bo nrged with an Show of ragson, X .‘;
np\lvnhle "ot ‘m:mm instunee, for the SHAHzads was uot wy 4
mparer o be lily depuly In Bengsl, and a5 Clive pligden o 8 from
If, air lan of his mpvenenite or votsan ina vt WG (10
O the cdintrnry the Prince wis Ul Ueamd w o riel p il md‘
not plesd, ¥ the Watperor s authuiley (o hi :l“ Lif
L mu_%m»u hwve m e stmbilance even o of
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-;upport, resolved to march immediately for the BOOK IV.

1 i ini i CHAP.'V,
Tecovery or protection of his own dominions ; and though

ioi our miles’ distance from the city by
N o o N Chutterpore with his
handful of Frenchmen, aud importuned him toireturm to
Patna, of which he engaged to put him in possession in
two duys, the infatusted N: abob continued his march, and
being pe;sua.ded by the Suba.hqar of Oude to throw him-
self upon his generosity, was first made a prisoner, and
afterwards put to death.

When Clive and Meeran approached, the encmy had
already departed from Patna; and the unhappy prince, the
desvendant of so many illustrious sovereigns, the legal
Subuhdar of Bengal, Bahar, and Orissa, and the undoubted
heir of the throne, once among the loftiest of the globe,
was 80 bereft of friends and resources, that he was induced
to write a letter to Clive, requesting a sum of money for
his subsistence, and offering in requital to withdraw from
the province. Upon these easy terms was Clive, by his
good forbune, enabled to extricate himself from a situation
of considerable diffieulty. Ramnarain obtained, or it was
convenient to grant him, credit for fidelity ; the Zemindars
who had jeined the prince hastened to make their peace ;
and Clive returned to Calcutta in the month of June.!

This was o fortunate expedition for Clive. So un-
bounded was the gratitude of Jaffier, that after obtaining
for his defender the rank of an Ouirah of the empire, he
bestowed upon him, under ilie title of Jaghire, the whole
of the revenue or rent which the Company in quality of
Zemindar, were bound to pay for the territory which they
held round Caleutta. The gent awounted to the enormous
aum of 80,0007, per annum. “Clive’s Jaghire” is an ox-

srossion of frequent recurrence, and of considerable weight
in the History of India. I

The Shazade (such was thq t'ltle .by which the eldest
son of the Mogul was then distinguished in Bengal) was
thus fortunately repulsed, and Uolonel Forde with his
traops was 10 less fortunately rotarned from the south,

) dY Bonfal, p. §79-301 1 Bear Mutakharoen, vol, I part i,
!(;;r";:]',' I;Ir':::‘: s sl?nh li)‘\u\um. Y, 8113 Pirgt Repart of tho Seleot
s l.umr'o n 1778 ; Holwell's Mamorinl, p 2.-M. .
3 fhisse iy be Added Life of Olive, in which Rammnarain's conduct is very
tly ropresonted, L 410.--W.

i
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V. when the English were alarmed by the news of a great

emar. v, armament, fitted out hy the Dutch at Batavia, and destined

1769.

for'Bengal. ‘The Dutch were not then at war with Eng-
land, and being excited to cupidity by the lofty reports of
the rich harvest lately teaped by the English in Bengal,
possibly aimed at no more than a share of the same ad-
vantages, or to balance before its irresistible ascendency
the increasing power of their rivals, They had received!
encouragement from Jaffier ; but that ruler, since the in-
vasion of the Mogul prince, felt so powerfully his depend-
ence on the English, that when called upon by the English
for the use of his authority and power, he durst nob
decline. In the month of August a Dutch ship arrived in
the river, filled with troops; and this was speedily fol-
lowed by six more, the whole having on board 700 Euro-
peans, and 800 Malays. To attack without provocation
the ehips or troops of a nation in friendship with this
country, was not regarded by Clive as less than a hazardous
step. The advantages, however, of standing without s
rival in Bengal, outweighed his apprehensions ; he oh-
tained an order of the Subahdar, commanding the Duatch
to leave the river; and, under pretence of seconding
his aunthority, resolved upon hostilities. The seven ships
asconded the river as far as a few miles below Caleutta,
and landed their troops, which were thence to march to
the Dutch factory at Chinsura. Olive detached Colonel
Forde with a force, consisting of 800 Europeans, 800 Se-
poys, and about 150 of Jaflier’s Cavalry, to intercept thewa}
and at the same time commanded three of the Company’™s
ships, fitted out and manned for the purpose, to attack the
Dutech East Tndiamen. Colonel Forde, by the dexterity
and guccess of his exploit, converted it into one of the
most brillinut incidents of the war ; and of the 700 Eu+
ropaans, uot above fourteen were enabled to reach Ow
surt, the rest being either taken prisoners; or slain.
attack upon the ships was equally successful ; affer “s
engagernent of two hours, six of thom wers takef; U
the seventh was intercepted by two English nhi{l which
Iny further down the river. After thin heavy bIOW the
Diukoly, to provent their total axpulsion frony Benghl, Were
contentoad to put themsglves in the wrong, by q‘l'.?m_g the
xponses of the war ; and the irvegulapity of his inter.



% made Clive well pleased to close the dispute, by BOOK IV.

1‘Estox-ing to the Duteh their ships, with all the freasure omar. v.

and i ment with the Dutch was ratified
on t}?g‘?ttﬁ oleglz?camr ; and Clive, yvho for some months
been meditating return wit»l} his fortune t,oEun_)pe,
Tesigned the government early in February, and sailed
1
fm}l;le Clxgéuzt; the country in peace. Meeran, before he
departed from Patna, the preceding year, had sown the
seeds of a future war. He truﬂltud with injustice some
officers of considerable rank and influence; and no sooner
was he gone, than a confederacy was formed between them
and some ueighbouring Zemindars to support the Shazada
in o fresh invasion. Intelligence of their designs had
reached Calcutts before the contest with the Dutch was
decided. And the Nabob of Poorania, whom Meeran had
already endeavoured to cut off by treachery, had taken
the field, and was expected to join the Mogul prince.
Colonel Callisud had been called from the Carnatie to
take the command of the forces in Bengal, when Clive and
Forde, who meditated sinltaneous departure, should sail
for Kurope. He arrived with a reinforcement of troops
fowards the end of November ; and it was necessary that
he should proceed to step the menaced invasion without &
moment’s delay. He left Caloutta with a detachment of
00 Buropeaus, 1000 Sepoys, and fifty artillery-men, with
gix pieces of cannou, aud arvived at Moorshodabad on the
26th of Deceruber, He was Jomed by Clive on the 6th of
January, who, having made his arrangoments with tho
Subahdar, or Nabob, set out after a weok for Caloutta.
Calliaud, being joined by 15,000 Lorse and foot, and twenty-
five pieces of cannon, of the Nabob, under command of
Moeran, resumed his marel on the 18th, y
In the meantime, the Mahmtt&fs, who hed been incited
Ly the Vizir, Umad al mulk, to invade the provinees of
Oudo and Rohileund, had been defeated and obliged to
fly ; while the powerful King of the Abdallees was aguin

o from the Select Committee in 1772; Holwells Mamorial;
‘\‘lli‘:ri’]a' l;il'nrrox;:ﬂm. 1 'The author of tho Seer Mutakharesn wondors greatly
hat s Td bo the resson of Clive's quitting the government ¢ & sentlment very
l"ul.“ im, who well understood the plensures of governing . but conti
'ma -n‘u“l concelve the passion of an Englishmn to see lodged & Princely

he in Kis own country,
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V. on his march for the invasion of Hindustan. Excited by
- the approach of formidable danger, the Vizir, in a fit of
exasperation or despair, ordered the murder of the Fm-
peror; the wretched Aulumgeer; and the news of this
tragical event reached the Shazada, just as he had passed
the Carumnassa into the province of Bahar. He was ad-
vised to assume immediately the state and title of Em-
peror ; to confer the office of Vizir upon Shuja-ad-dowla,
the Nabob of Oude, and to confirm Nujeeb-ad-dowla in
the office of Ameer ul Omrah. The majesty of the impe-
rial throne, and his undoubted title, had an influence still
upon the minds of men. It was now clear and immediate
rebellion to resist him; and whatever guilt could be
involved in making war upon their rightful sovercign,
must be incurred by those who carried arms against him.
The English had alvesdy familiarized themselves with the
idea of rebellion in India ; and the consideration of legiti-
mate sovercignty, though the sovereign would have pur-
chased their protection by unlimited grants, appears not
to have excited a soruple in a single breast. The new
dignity, however, of Vizir, called upon the Nabob of Oude
for some exertions in favour of his sovereign ; and the
fascination of the imperial title was still of force to colloct
around him a considerable army.!

The march of the English was retarded by the necessity
of settling terms with the Nabob of Pooranin, who had
encamped on the left bank of the river between Maor
shedabad and Patna, and professed a desive of rermuining obhe-
dient to Jaffier, provided the English would engage for his
security. This negotiation wasted seven days ; and in the
meantime the Emperor advanced towards Patna. Rain-
narain, whom the sagacity of Aliverdi had selected to be
deputy Governor of Bahar, on account of his shkill im
matters of finance, was destitute of military talents ; and
considering his situation, under the known hatred of
Juflior, as exceedingly procarious, ho was unwilling te lay
out any of the wealth he had acquired, in pmvid.l‘l‘ﬁ for
the defence of the country, He was still enabled o draw
forth a respootable srmy, reinforced by seventy Europeans
und o battalion of English sopoys, commanded hy laeu-

' . T 70,000 1men iy Callinad (Narratlvs of what lappentd in Bengay
I 1740, v, xﬁntl‘lﬂ-hw«f«ivnhwmwwmﬁm.



ATTACK UPON PATNA.

Strongest injunctions from Calliasud, on no ac9ount to
rd a battle till Meeran and he should arrive, An
Action, however, took place ; the army of Ramnarain was
attacked with impetuosity ; some of his officers Lehaved
Witk Aveache ry ; his troops were giving way on all sides ;
and he himself was dangerously .pressed.; when.hc sent’an
importunate request to the English for immediate assist-
ance, The Lientenant had advised him at the beginning
of the action to place himself, for the security of his per-
son, near the English battalion ; an advice with which his
vanily did not permit him to comply. That officer
m‘g.a to his relief without a moment’s delay ; but he
imprudently divided his handful of troops; they were
unable to withstand the force of numbers: all the Euro-
pean officers of the Sepoys fell, when the Sepoys dispersed
and were cuf to pieces. The English, who remained alive,
resolved to fight their way to the city ; and such was the
awe and terror which the sight of their courage inspived,
that the enemy, not daring to resist, opened instantly to
the right and left, and allowed them to retire.!
Haud the troops of the Emperor pushed on with vigour,
mmediately after this vietory, when Ramnarain was

I S
! The rema ot the Moyl nobloman, who was in Datun at the mament of
e netlon, are amy Joast, ¢y Uk
s'hms nltftx‘ B8 o R T EER 45 thate el ol
some English dnw Whase names 1 kngw. ! I n
aln i and as aie of thale L8 L5 , they
b= St fhegiche gk o , ol df
oo o e m an i ‘f.mm 0
:a n'ﬁ,’ rhg faee of a victorlous v without et shiinking from (hely

During thelr Jou o the cant W mnmunition chanced to receive some
5'::.:;0 },t‘:m l‘(‘m‘mr stupped uneon dl{. and after having put it in order,
% 1 ;‘u'ly pursued his route nnl;q and 1t must be scknowledged, thas thia
b ‘s preseuce of mind, Srmuess of temper, and undannted bravery, arg
zgutnn" questlon, They Joln the mosl resolnte courage to the most eantions
l“da:nw- nor haye thoy their equals in the art of rafigihy themsolves in
(0 mn-n‘y and fighting in order. If to ko many militass ynalitications they
. hew o Jolh the arts of government; if théy showed & coucorn for the
ik of the | d wddﬁm lguuue,mm. andl «\‘o‘lml u:umuclh
In y cltadle In relleving sod easting the people of Gid, as they do
2‘:}‘.:::)9(:?;11?&2::\‘5“ ltl;xelu muhn:y‘ affairs, N6 nation in the world wouid he
rable to theth, or poeve worthler of command. Tat yoeh s the Jittle
A which Hhey stipw to the people of these kingdoivs, wnd sucl (Hoir apatiy
fnllifference for thelr wolfare, that the people under thelr r|un'nhnun Froan
Whero, and are reduced o poverty and distress, Oh God ! come ) the
Biw of thine afMicted sorvants, and deliver them from the approsslony
Wt Seor Mutakbareen, I, 101,

. i i IV,
rane ; and he encamped under the walls, with BOOK 1V.
cover tiw city. IHe had received by letter the cmar.v.
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£ severely wounded, his army panic-struck and dispersed,

and the city without defenders, they might have taken
Patna with the greatest ease. But they employed them-
selves in ravaging the open country, and in receiving mes-
sengers and overtures from Ramnarain till the 19th of
February, when they learned that Meeran and the English
were distant from them but twenty-eight miles, The re-
solution was taken to march and engage them ; the next
day the two armies approached. Colonel Calliaud urged
immediate attack ; but Meeran and his astrologers found
that the stars would not be favourable hefore the 22nd.
Early on the morning of that day, Calliaud was in motion;
but before Le could reach the ememy the day was so far
spent, “by the insufferable delays,” as he himself com-
plaing, €of Meeran's march,” that, wishing to have time
before hiw, he was unwilling to engage till the following
morning. The enemy, however, advanced, and Calliand
drew up his men between two villages which coyered both
his flanks, advising Meeran to form a second line, the whole
of which, except the two wings, would have been covered
by the English and the villages. But though this was
agreed upon, “he orowded his army upon the right, and,
in spito of ihe most pressing and repeated solicitations,
presented to battle a body of 15,000 men, with a front of
scarcely 200 yards in a tumultuous unformed heap” With
a feigned appearance of directing the main attack upon
the English, the enemy advanced with the best part of
their army against Meeran, who in about ten minutes
began to give way, Colonel Calliaud, however, marched
with a hattalion of Sepoys to his aid, and immediately
decided the fate of the day. The Sepoys drew up within
forty yards upou the enemy’s flank, and having poured in
& couple of fires, advanced with the bayouet, when the
enomy recoiled upon one another, and full into confusion,
and, being charged with Meeran’s cavalry, dispersed and
fled. Calliaud was eager to pursue, but Mevran, who lud
received & trifling wound in the battle, preferved an in-
torval of ease and pleasure at Patuw. e would not oven
permit the sorviee to be perfirmed without him § &8
though Callisud offered to proceed with Lis own Hro0ps
alone, if only a fow hovse, which he enrnestly ontroated,
wore granted hiva, he found all he could urge without
avail



IMPEROR MARCHES FOR BENGAL.

romi itself: to leave Meeran and the Eng-
Eshml;:;igzg;g:,tidmumhing with the utmost expedition
to Bengal, surprise Moorshedabad, and take the Nabob
Drisoner, It was the 20th of the month before Meeran
could be prevailed upon to abandon the indulgences of
Patna : when he and the English marched towards Bahar,
P surprised to learn that the enemy had already
performed two marches towards Bengul: The stronge{;t
motives pressed for despatch: the English embarked in
boats, and along with Meeran’s cavalry in three days over-
took the foe, who adopted a bold and politic resolution.
No longer able to proceed along the river, the Emperor
direoted his march across the mountains; and Calliaud
still resolved to follow his steps. The route was long and
difficult, and it was near the end of March before the
Emperor emerged on the plains of Bengal, about thirty
miles west from Moorshedabad. During this interval, in-
telligence was in sufficient time received by Jaffier to
enable him to collect an army and obtain a body of 200
Huropeans from Caleutta : but the Ewmperor was joined by
& body of Mahrattas, who had lately broken into that
part of the country; and had le rapidly attacked the
Nabob, he still enjoyed, in the opittion of Calliaud, the
fairest proxpect of success. But he lingored till Meoran
and the English joined the Natob on the 4th of Apwil ;
and on the 7th, when thyy advansed to attack him, ho seb
fire to his camp aud fled.  Callinnd again urged for cavalry
to pursue, and again was absolutoly refused,

One object of hope was even yot reserved to the Em-
peror. By the precipitation With which his pursuers had
followed him, Patna was leff ina wiserablo state of defence.
Could he return with expedition, and anticipate the arvival
of guecour, it must fall into his hands. At this very time
M. Law, with his small body of Frenchmen, passing t!}nt
cupital, to juin the Emperor, who had again invited him
fromn Chitterpore, thréw it into the grastest alavm. It waa
Aoyt entirely destitute of the means of dofence ; but

W wag ignorant of its situation, mud pl‘ucoc:h]‘i_!o Bahuor,

Wit for the Empervor. At this time the Naib of Poo-

W ok off the mask, espousing openly the cause of the

VoL, P

k.

Btaperor fled the same night to Bahar,a town about BOOK 1V.
ailes from the field of battle. Here amneasure of great ocnar. v.
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enar. v. marching to Patna, nothing could have prevented it from
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falling into his hands. The exertions, however, of Ram-
naraiu, aud of the gentlemen of the English factory, had
collected, before the Emperor was able to arrive, a suffi-
cient body of defenders to secure the city against the first
impression ; and Colonel Calliaud, who foresaw the danger,
formed a detachment of 200 chosen Europeans, and a bat-
talion of Sepoys, of which he gave the command to Captain
Knox, and commanded them to march with the utmost
expedition to Patna. The Emperor had lost no time in
commencing the siege ; and after several days of vigorous
operation, during which Mr. Fullerton, the English Sur-
geon, and Rajs Shitabroy, had distinguished themselves
peculinrly within the walls, Law attempted an assault.
Though repulsed, he, in two days, renewed the attempt ;
and, part of the wall being demolishod, the rampart was
scaled. The enemy were wstill compelled to retive ; but
the city was now thrown into the greatest alarm ; a ve-
newed assault was expected ithe following night; and
scarcely a hope was entertained of its being withstood ;
when Captain Knox, with a flying party, was seen ap-
proaching the walls. He had performed the march fromg
Moorshedabad to Patne, under the burning heat of a Bengal

gun, in the extraordinary space of thirteen days, himself

marching on foot, as an example and encouragement to
the men. That very night the Captain reconnoitred the
enemy’s camp in person; and next day, watching the
hour of afternoon’s repose, surprised them when asleep,
and drove them from their works, to which they never
roturned.

While the Emperor, conscious of his weakness, with-
drew to the neighbourhood of Teekanry, waiting the resule
of hin applications to the Aldallee Shah, who was now
cotnmuanding, from the ancient seat of the Mogul govern-
ment, the whele of the upper provinces of Hindustan, the
Naib or Deputy Governor of Poorania had collected his
arty, aud was on the mareh to join him, To counbarucy
hig dosigoe, the English armsy under Callinud, and thet of
Jafflor under Maoran, rendesyvoused at Kujonahl, on the
i of May. They wovaed upwerds on the one sido of the
river, the Naib advancing on the oblier ; and orders wepe
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V. Emperor ; and had he seized the present opportunity of




OK ON THE NABOB OF PURNEAH.

ki

ad to Captain Knox to cross over from Patna, and BOOK TV.

harass his march till the main army should arrive; while onap. V.

his bhoats, which were not able to ascend the l"iver' so fast
as he marched, were overtaken and seized. ) Cn.pt‘mu Knox
amazed the inhabitants of Patna by declaring his "“"’f’lu'
tion, as soon as the enemy app.ea..red, of crossing the river
Witl{ his handful of men and giving them battle. Part of
Ramnarain’s troops were placed under his oomn'nund ; but
as the enterprise appeared to thgm an act of mndnosp,
they formed a determined resolution to have no share in
it. " Raja Shitabroy having between two and three h}ln-
dred men i his pay, with whom he had performied im-
portant services in the defence of Patna, joined the Cap-
tain with a real disposition to act. Two hundred Euro-
peans, one battalion of Sepoys, five field-pieces, and about
300 horse, marched to engage an army of 12,000 men, with
thirty pieces of cannon. Arrived within a few miles of
the enemy, Knox proceeded in the dark to the quarters of
Shitabroy, to communicate his design of surprising the
enemy’s camp during the night: he found that gallant
associate fully prepared to second his awvdour ; the troops
were allowed a few hours for repose; aud a little after
midnight they began to march, The guide having missed
his way from the darkness of the night, they wandered till
within two hours of day-break, and having lost the time
for attacking the epmemy by surprise, abandoned the
design. They had laid down their arms, and preparved

themselves for a little repose, when the vanguard of the
enemy appeared. The gallunt of Knox allowed not a

moment’s hesitation. He took his ground with skill ; and

though completoly surrounded by thp enemy, rupnlu(?d

them ot every point sust'aimd a contlict of six howrs, in

which Shitabroy fought with the greatest aolivity m.ul ro-

solution ; and having 0011}1)9“(!!1 them at last to quit the

figld, pursned thom till night.!

g ¢ ; Mutakhareen, who had o Qiafant view of e battia
!\'tll\rn'r:‘l?u.wn\‘vlgllﬁlu?rl!‘?(tnﬁrw‘nh-.a. with mugh effect, the alternativn of hojos
anll fonry which agitated the inhatitants, 9% the varods reports of the battle
Yenolindt tho clty, oF the Wkgha whicl cawe to thelr eyve and thelr eara were
Mrlpily nrorpretod, At Juht, e payy, * Wion the dey was e Kpent, n.nu(e

i to M. Amyatt o Captain Khox, which mentionml tet the enemy wiy
el |n;\"|\1n<'. This intelligence wits sent to all W prinelpal man of thy
ﬂ?ﬂ‘"ﬂlmm.\ & dedl of oy, 1weht to the fictory to eotyliment 1l gentle-
y When 1) thie dusic of tho svening Captain Kaox hhosell crossed Gver, and
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In consequence of this defeat, the Naib postponed his

cHaP. v. resolution of joining the Emperor, and marched towards

1760.

the north. In a few days Calliaud and Meeran orossed
the Ganges to pursue him, and, as his army was encum-
bered with baggage and artillery, soon overtook him, He
immediately formed his line, as if to engage ; but unload-
ing the treasure, aud the most valuable part of the bag-
gage, putting it upon camels and elephants; and gkir-
mishing only till the English came up, he marched away
with great expedition, leaving his heavy bagzage and artil-
lery behind.! The rains were now set in with unusual
violence, yet Calliaud, animated by the reports of the rich
treasure (the English were credulous on the subject of
treasure) which the Naib carried in his train, resolved to
make the utmost exertions to overtake him before he
could reach the forests and mountains, The pursuit had
been continued four days, when during the night of the
2nd of July, which proved exceedingly tempestuous, the
tent of Mecran was struck with lightning, and ke, with a1l
his attendants, was killed on the spot. Thoe death of
their leader is, to an Indian army, the signal to disband,
The probability of this event, which would deliver the
proviuce of Bahar into the hands of the Emperor, stinek
the English comimander with the utmost alarmn, His whole
attention was now occupied in keeping the army together,

till re-conducted to Patna, toward which he marched with

came with Shitabroy in his company. They were both covered with duat and
mweat. The Captaln then gave some detail of the battle, and pald the greatrst
encomiums on Shitabroy’s seal, activity, and valour. He exclalmed egyeral
fities, * This §s & real Nawab : T never saw such s Nawab in my life A fow

aftor, R was d + Ho hind in uls ooipany Loth
Mustaphn Koollee Khay, anid the Cutwal of the olty, with some ollicy mon of
dongoquence, wha, on hearing of the arrival of these two meh, had flucked o
the factory ; and ou seeing them alone, conld not ;:lp belleving that they had
eschpoed fronn the Mnugmm'; so fisr wore fhey from coneviving that a faw
Tundreds af nien could Mefent & wholt army. Nor eould they be muadn to
belleve (improssed as they were with Hindg notlons) that commander conlid
?Ix Iils army 56 Anegncernediy, tnless ho had indeed run m"i‘ from sti w

anld Maten fo what My, Amyatt repeitedly aullﬂ. 10 cotivines
otfiers of thelt miniake.” Sear HuuhuTwn.l - 1y ¢
P Uullllxd, o this w-nlt:a o, m&:};ml: ?1 Meoran: 1 m
v
Nuah and hiy troaps bohinved fn this ik Olr gl e ey,

vver mide o [ A

1 e bt Actod on Thp o o il s et wychrani, o WU: i

l Teon 1 e affulr mog ! 3 Nor

lﬁ“&i&‘.ﬂiﬁ e &nm'w' his treasure Iml.v‘;'o ped.”  Onlliaud's
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PRRATIONS OF THE ENGLISH ARMY.
g
S quarters on the 20th of July.! g k

The political affairs of the province were hna‘temng to
8nother crisis, The government of Joffier was in a state
ﬁllproaching to dissolution. .'I‘he English Presidency was
distressed by want of pecuniary :;;Z":;ﬁizifnd e Seein

i ; ere sOWD in

of&]-glggggégz:l;?tv;mwaion <?f the vicer'oynl_ty by the
dethronement and death of his master _&mm»mi-dowl&,
and when the English leaders were grasping the advan-
tages which the revolution placed in their hands, both,
parties, dazzled with fivst appearances, overlooked the con-
sequences which necessarily ensued. The cupidity natural
to mankind, and the credulity with which they believe
what flatters their desires, made the English embrace,
without deduction, the exaggerations of Oriental rhetoric
on the riches of India ; and believe that & country which
they saw was one of the poorest, was nevertheless the most
apulent upon the surface of the globe. The sums which
had been obtained from Jaffier were now wholly expended.
“The idea of provision for the future,” to use the words of
& governor, “seemed to have been lost in the apparent
inmensity of the sum stipulated for compensation of the
Uompmy’l losses at Caloutta.” No rational foresight was
applied, as the same observer remarks, to the incrensed
expenditure which the new connesion with the gavern-
ment of the country vaturally prodused ; and soon it ap-
peared that no adequate provision was mndle for it, @ n
less than two years it was found negessary Lo take up
money ab interest, although lnrge suma had been received
besides for bills upon the court of Directora”* Tha situa-
tion of Jaftier was deplosible from the first.  With an

of this second invasion of the Mogul Prince, see Soolt'n THiss,
lllc(:)lsl t::n;h.t;:y_w: + Seer Mufakhaveen, il 91130 Caillsig’s Naveatlva
o; hl‘t‘ Is‘qlpmn-d in Bengal in 1760, p. 136 ; Calliaud'y Evidence tufore the
&,‘Jlmmw of 1772 ; Callland's Letters In Hulwell's Tiacts, P47 5 Prandkling
L e 12, x
Bh{ I{f‘.\“;l,l[‘\l::n"’n Noreative, £. 19, 92. The distress al howe, creatod by t‘heao
bills, was not inferlor to what was endured i Tadia.  * The funds of the € (O
yan { i Burnps,” snys the same anquestionable suthiovity,  were not suifioleat
l:'\lu‘; blln‘whv:n they becamo dua; o it s o ficl well kauwn upon the
n{ lixchange, that, in the year 1783, the Diroetiis prevalled, ot withont
Ihy npon tlie bill-holders, to grant o farthor tuse for lhu[ﬁp nu-.'.. of
b it canunodstion had fafled, the consequence wonlf have hoon
" ms.h i :1::;‘:1:;‘11-.” A Lettor to the Proprieters of the bast Indla Steok $
¥, Monry Vansitears, p. 13,

L.

le expedition ; and distributed the troops in win- BOOK IV.

CHAP, V.
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- exhausted treasury, an exhausted country, and vast en-

gagements to discharge, he was urged to the severest
exactions ; while the profusion with which he wasted his
treasure upon his own person, and some unworthy favour-
ites, was ill caleulated to soothe the wretched people, under
the privations to which they were compelled. The cruel-
ties of which he and Meeran were guilty, made them objects
of general detestation : the negligence, disorder, and weak-
ness of their government, exposed them to contempt ; and
their troops, always mutinous from the leugth of their
arrears, threatened them every moment with fatal extre-
mities. ‘When the news arrived at Moorshedabad of the
death of Meeran, the troops surrounded the palace, scaled
the walls, und threatened the Nabob with instant death g
nor were they, in all probability, prevented from executing
their mennces, otherwise than by the interference of Meer
Clsim, his son-in-law, who, on promise of succeeding to
the place and prospects of Meeran, discharged o part of
their arvears from his own treasury, and induced them to
aoept of Jaffier's cugagements to pay the whole within a
limitod time.

Wheu Clive resigned the government of Bengal, instend
of leaviug the clevation to the chairin the established
order of succession, his influence was successfully exerted |
to procure the nomination of Mr, Vansittart, who was
called from Madras. Mr. Holwell, on whose pretensions
there had been violent debates in the Court of Directors,
was promoted to the office in virtue of his seniority, till
July, when Mr. Vansittart arrived. The new governor
found the treasury at Caloutta empty, the English troops
ab Patna on the very brivk of mutiny, and deserting in
multitudes for want of pay; the Presidencies of Madras
and Bombay totally depondent upon Bengal for pecuninry
ragonreos ; the provision of an investment actually sos-
porcled ; the incomne of the Company searcely suflicient
for the eurrent expenses of Caleuttn : the allowance paid
by the Nabub for the troops several months in aerews;
aud the abtainmnent of that, as woll s of a Jurge bulatice
upun hig fivst agreoments, totally hopeless,  Hume chango
hy which the revenue of the Company could e plced on
u{qvul with their expendivure, was indispensable.! Thoy

' e ¥ OF an Indreased expenditury, and the total wand of fungs
for n.m wider the aenipmionts of lfuvo, fa satisfsctorlly defendyd



ER CASIM APPOINTED NABOB.

L

!‘t.ﬁt-ire from all concern with the government of the BOOK TV

Country, and protect themselves with the protection of omar.v.

Q + which a small bedy of troops and a small
3 :;Zl;tzltx, ulew:)v:f;ls“ fiice. But not to speak of the goldeg
hopes which had been so fondly chermhuc:i, fears suggestql
themzelves (fears when they I:nvour wishes are po‘tent
Counsellors) that the place which the Company might
resigm in dirvecting tho government of the country would
b oecupied by the ancl} or the Dutch. TFrom the ad-
ministration of Jaffier; resigned as he was to a set of un=
worthy ‘favourites—old, indolent, volu.ptuous, estranged
from the English, and without authority—no other con~
sequences wera to be expected, than those which had
alveady been experienced. From a strong sense of the
inpurable vices of Jaffier and his family, Mr. Holwell,
during the few months of his administration, had advised
the council to abandon him ; and, embracing the just
cause of the Emperor, to ayail themselves of the high
offers which that deserted monarch was ready to make.
Aun idea, howevyer, of fidelity to the gonnexion which they
had formed, though with ' subject in rebellion to his king,
Prevailud in the hreasts of the council; and a middle
course was chosen. Of all the members of Juffier's fumily,
whose remaining sons were young, Meer Casim, the hus-
band of Lis daughter, who passed for a man of talents,
appeared the only person endowed with qualitios adapted
to the present exigencies of the government. It was
agroed that all bie active powens of administration should
be pluced in his hands ; Jaffier not being dothroned in
name, but only in reality. .A troaty was concluded with
Meer (asim on the 17th of September. He agroed, in
return for the powers thus pluced in his hawls, to assign
to the Company the revenues of the three distriots of
Burdwau, Miduapore, and Chittagong, to pay the balanco
dup by Jaffier; and a presont of five lacks for t!m War in
the Carnatic. On the zd of October, Mr. Vansittart, ac-
cmupn.uied by Colonel Calliaud snd & detachument of
troops, procecded to Moorshedabad to persuade or to
compel the Naliob to acceds to the arrangemionts which
had hpen formod. Jaffier discovered intense reluotauce ;

mn pf.ﬁun.m by Mr. Vansltart, (o his Letter to the Propriotors,
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. and Mr. Vansittart wavered. Meer Casim, who could be

safe no longer in the power of Jaffier, exclaimed against
the perfidy of making and not fulfilling an engagement
such as that which was contracted between them ; and
formed his resolution of joining the Emperor with all his
treasure and troops. The resolution of Mr. Vansittart
was at last confirmed; and a favourable moment was
chosen for occupying the palace of Jaffier with the troops.!
When assured that no designs against his person or
authority were entertained; that nothing was proposed
beyond a reform of his government in the hands of his
son-in-law, who would act as his deputy ; he replied, with
disdain, that he was no stranger to the meaning of such
language ; and too well acquainted with the characters of
meén, particularly that of his son-in-law, to be in doubt
respecting the consequences. He peremptorily refused to
romain & vain pageant of royalty, and desired permission
to retire to Caloutta, to lead a private life under the
English protection.!

When the pecuniary distresses of the Company's go-
vernment, aund the enormous disclosures in that of the
Nabob, were under the deliberation of the board at (il
cubta, there was Lhut one opiuion concerning the necessj
of some important change. To vest Meer Casim with the
power requisite for reforming the government of the
Nahob, was the plan approved of unanimously in the
Solect Committee. The force which might be neoessary
to subdue his reluctance was provided ; and though it was
not anticipated that he would resign the government
rather than comply, the step which that resolution made
necessary was a natural consequence ; and was without
hesitation decreed. When My, Vansittart returned to
Caleutta on the 7th of Novemboer, he found there were
persous by whom those weasures were by 10 moans ap-
proved. Mr. Verelat und My, Smyth, two membors of the
Council, who wére not of the Select Coramittes, entered o
minate on the 8th, in which they complaived that a u Q:
aurs of so much importance had not been nuhmi“a

| Plrgt Ropert of the Commitine \n 17721 Yonailtart's Narragive, | 18158 ¢
Holwoll's blvr:nurml: Serafton’s Ulasevalions on Vil tars M" “: { ':'um
Sae's Lattar to the Progeietors rl wh?qln Hinok lnmm 1 Seraflon ;

Vidwisry V' (TR Guverament in Benal; akhiareen, il
T8-110 . Seotin tot: of Bengal, . SO00l, '
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CASIM BEGINS PROSPEROUSLY.

ate B ce of the existence of any cause why
thoietzsgglgfxzz&t: should be abandoned and betrayed.
When Clive made his plan for thewgovgrlxmeut of Bengal,
by the irregular elevation of Mr. Vansittert, he scoms to
have overlooked, or very imperfectly to have estimated,
the passions which it was o;alcula.bed to excite. Mr. Am-~
yatt, who was & mat of merit, and next to the qhmr, cou'ld
10t behold himself postponed or superseded without dis-
satisfaction ; and those among the Bengal. servants who
stood next to him in hopes, regarded their interests as
invelved in his. A party thus existed with feelings averse
to the Governor ; and they soon became a party opposed
to his measures. Other passions, of s still grosser nature,
weve ab this time thrown into violent operation in Bengal.
The vast sums, obtained by a few individuals, who had the
principal management of the former revolution, when
Meer Jaffier trode down Sursj-ad-dowla his master, were
held in vivid remembrance ; and the persuasion that simi-
lar advantages, of which every man burned for & sharve,
Wwere now moditated by the Select Committee, excited the
keenest emotions of jealousy and envy. Me, Amyatt was
now joined by Mr. Ellis, a person of a violent temper,
whiom, in some of his pretensions, the Governor had op-
posud 3 and by Major Umiune, who had lately arvived in
the province to guccesd Callisud, bub whom the ¢
hind offended by proposing that hoe should not take 1
conmund il the ‘&h‘l at Putng, in which Callisud was
aleondy enguged, and with which ke waa well sequainted,
should be conducted to a elose, A minute, in which Mr,
Hllis and Mr. Smyth coinglded, and in which the deposi-
tion of Jaftier was formully condemued, was entered by
Mr. Amyatt on the 8thef January. No aftempt was made
to deny the extreme ditficulties in which the Higlish
overntment was placed, or the disorders and enorivities of
affier's admivistration : it was only deniad thut.tmy of
these evils would be removed by the ruv§:lutiuu of whicl,
in violation of ¥he national fuith; the English, by the Select
Coinmuittee, had besn rendered the nstruments.!

I o 1o dhe riabioval of Jafller srere made not only hy Uiose whose
wﬁu;:;u; u:fght be suspected of inluencing hele Juljguent, but by
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BodRW¥" Moeer Casim, aware that money was the pillar by which
awar. V. alone he could stand, made so great exertions that, not-
—= withstanding the treasury of Meer Jaffier was found almosb
1761, empty, he paid in the course of a few months the arrvears
of the English troops at Patna ; so far satisfied the troops
of the Subah, both at Moorshedabad and Patna, that they
were reduced to order and ready to take the field ; and
provided six or seven lacks in discharge of his engage-
ments with the Company, insomuch that the Presidency
were enabled in November to send two lacks and a half
to Madras, whence a letter had been received, declaring
that without a supply the siege of Pondicherry must be
raised.
In the month of January, Major Carnac arrived at Patna,
and took the command of the troops. The province of
Bahar had suffered so much from the repeated incursions
of the Emperor ; and the finances both of the Nabob and
of the Company were so much exhausted by the expense
of the army required to oppose him, that the importance
was strongly felt of driving him finally from that part of
the country. The rains were no sooner at an end than
the English commander, accompanied by the troops of
Ramuarain, and those which had belonged to Meeran, ud-
vanced towards the Emperor; who was stationed at CGyah
Maunpore. The unhappy Monarch made what exertions
he could to increase his feeble armny ; but Cirnac reached
his camp by three days’ march; forced him to an en

others, prioy to his appoinkment, The scheme was originally Mr. Holwell's,
who commnpicated in April. to Colonel Calllaud, his antioipation of the n
sity of doposing Mir Jaffier. ‘Ihe Colonel, in reply, olsorves, ** bad as the man
sy he whose vanse we now support, [ canmot be of opinton that we can get
rid of lim fora better, without ranning the risk of much greater incamyenhiencen
attending on suel g clangy than those we now lalionr wgder, |1 e the
estabilalilog trsnguillity In these provinods, wonld restore o up all the advan-
h‘,pn af fratde we can wish, for the profit and honeur of our emnployers, and 1
think we bid fafrar to bring that tranguillity abont by our presont influen
over the Subal, wnd by supporthug Bim, than by auy change that can 14
wnde,”  Scrafton’s Oiarvations on Vansittart's Nareative, 12, I'lip y
Of Jafter was un (-ndvised measnre : there was no abidlite hnpe 1y
Tils emilig his eagagoments with tho Engliah, or payiog his own

fusr both oljecls wery speedily plished by hig , naid i @
10t resonroes,  Tho saime sy nuoxﬂ g hie obligutiann, wins BUS
dnafler's peach.  There only wanted suol support @5 shoold il )

trol us gl 1 hiim, te disliavie thos d w b
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‘uvnd gained a victory. The ouly memorable incident BOOK 1V.

of the battle was, that M. Law was taken prisoner: and cuar. v

i £
t it xalted themselves in the cyes even o
tﬁ: PJ&??&;T::?; treating him with the highest Lonour

and distinetion.!

ear the account of the native historian,
b It is Interesting and g'&f"z‘,’,‘, ,,t'}‘b'.m.,, the handful of troups that followed
“ When the F—mw".‘"‘; 1iis flight, and tired of the wandering life which they
Ay ooy bl sérvice, furmed about Nkowlse, ani followed thy
had hitherty M' finding himself abandoned and alone, resolved not to turn
Emperor. n'i,:q‘ﬁ.;dv one of his guns, and remained fivm in that posture,
B g it GO Rk et ‘Lhts el reported to Major Carnac.he do-
Dot 4 i from his main body, with Captain Knox and some other officers,
w’ ‘%4 to the man on the gun, without taking with him either a
or any Talingas (Scpoys) at all. Being arrived near, this troop alighted
| thelr horses, and pulling their eaps from their heads, they swept the air
thent, a8 if to make him a saldm » and this salute being returned by M.
3" in the same manner, some pariey in their language ensued. The Major,
fter paying high encominms to M, Law for his perseverance, conduct, and
bravery, added these words : ¢ You have done everything which could be cxe
pected from a brave man ; and your name shall be undoubtedly transmitted
10 posterity by the pen of history: now, loosen your sward from your loius,
come 48t us, and abandon all 4 hits of tending with the English.
The other answered, ¢ That if they would accept of his surrendering himself
Just as hie was, hie had no olijection ; but that as to surrendering himself with
the disgrace of being without his sword, it was a shamo he would never sab-
mit {0 ; and that they might take his life if they were nnt satisfled with that
comdition.” The English commanders, admiring Els fAruness, consented to his
Surrondering himself in the manner he wished : after which thie Major, with
hlp bfficers, shook hands witl him, in their Europesn manner, and every sen-
thuent of enmity was Instantly disilssed on both sides. At the same tine the
qur lﬁ“ for his own palankeen, made bim sit in it, and lie was sent to
Gnp. M. Law, unwilling to 6o or t. be seen, shut op the curtslns of the
isd by any of his friends at cam ¥
& %\

e aF iis At hp e by dop od bl e + to i
I X | " ]
L Wit am\m’: it mﬁf.';.p..:u:‘;i:' Sy LAY :"
e L ton f
by

they udul;’l“m ..Ah ] o
any con Y. m 1 <
having come to Jook at ln.“

- 1 & vyt ,

h
man's defost 1) ’ﬂ 3 ) i
g‘!‘n&whi which wo Tive, ad the im aliui sl 0 frogquent | Ana
1t wad in that uf Tiln, that with el rtiess of volde ani
alr, e ashed bibm thly quostion; * Andl Biby (Ladys Law, where walin?' 'Tha

aml officers present, shouk the fmpropriety of the question, vep-
m’ﬁed IIllm wltup. savere Toolmid vory u.-vt-'re axyrassdong : *Thiy m’;‘;n,
thoy sald, * has founght bravely, l#ﬂ duseryes the attention of all hrave wen :
the impertinences which you have been offering bith may be Castomary
st your friends and your natlon, but cannnt be suffeced i turs, whisk
ks it for a standing rule, never & olfer an injury to s vibquished! fuo, Ahmad
h.‘;: ehecked by this reprimand, held His tongne, and did o answor & word,
EDsy rled about ong hour mere In his visil, and than weur away wneh
Tg “r“ and, although be was a commandir of Imporeance, anil ane to Whim
.b‘.m[' ‘nour'lmd been always pid, 16 one dld speak to lim any share, o
st ho! how of standing up at his departice. Thin seprinnd 1d ieh
gnmlc “l’ the English ; 4nd, it must bo geknowledged, to the bonone of those
iy, that a8 their cinduet b war sod in batle I wirthy of sdiiration,
ﬂlnm(ﬂ;’!: other hand, yothing is move modest and ndre bocoming than thely
m‘:lm‘r to un eénemy, whether i the heat of actlon, or i the peide of
. and victory ; thiése people seem 10 act ontirely socurding to the rule
Rividl by our ancleit conmandery, and our men of gondua." Seer Muty~

e, 11, 108, 106,
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K%, At this time the Zemindars of Beerboorn and Burdwan,
omAr; v. two important districts of Bengal, not far from Moorshe-
dabad, took arms, It has been alleged that they acted in
1761.  concert with the Emperor, with whom it had been
arranged during his former campaign, that a body of Mah-
rattas should penetrate into Bengal immediately after the
rains ; that he himself should advance to Bahar, and, by
as menacing an appearance as possible, engage the atten-
tion of the Englishand Nabob ; that the Zemindare should
hold themselves in readiness, till the Emperor, giving his
enemies the slip, should penetrate into Bengal, as he had
done the year before; when they should fall upon the
province by one united and desperate effort. There seems
in this too much of foresight and of plan for Oriental
politiciuns, especially the weak-minded Emperor and his
friends, At any rate the movements of the Zemindars
betrayed thew., Moeer Casim, attended by a detachment
of English under Major Yorke, marched in haste to Beer-
boom, defeated the troops which were opposed to them,
reduced hoth provinces to obedience, and drove the Mah-
ratlos to the south,

Immodiately after the battle with tho Brwperor, Major
Carnno sent, to ki the Raja Shitabroy, to make an over-
ture of peace, and to ask permission to visit him in his
camp. At first, by the instigation of one of the restless
Zerindars who supported him, he declined the proposal ;
presently afterwards, having listened to other councils, he
became eager to make his terms.  He was tived of his de-
pendence upon the rude and insolent chiefs who hitherto
had upheld his cause ; and cherished hopes that the late
revolution at Delhi might produce some turn in his favour
The Abdallee Shah, after his great, victory over the Mab-
ruttas, had acknowledged him as sovereign of Hindustan ;
had appointed his son to act in the quality of his doputy
ab Delhi ; and had recommended his canss to the Afghan
chifefy, and to his vizir, the Nahob of Oude. Major (arnae
puid’ his compliments to him as Ewmperor, in his oW
camp, and, after the usual cerewonion, conducted Lim to
Patna.

Moer Casita was nob ausy npon the prospeet of o con-
nexion botwoon the Faperor and the Englieh; and host-
aned to Pebus, to absorve and to shere in the presont




IODATION WITH THE EMPEROR. El

& Upon his arrival, he declined waiting upon BOOK IV.

peror in his own camp; either because he was cmar. v.

afraid of treachery, of which there was no appearance ; or =
ecause (so low was the house of Timur fallen) he was 1761

pleased to measure dignities with his King. After much

negotiation, the English invented a conipromise, by plan-

ning the interview in the hall of the factory, where a

musnud was formed of two dining tables covered with

cloth, The usual ceremonies were performed ; and Meer

Casim, upon condition of receiving investiture as Sub-

ahdar of Bengal, Bahar, and Orissa, engaged to pay annually

twenty-four lacks of rupees to the Emperor, as the revenue

of the provinces, with the government of which he was

intrusted. After a short stay at Patna, where the intrigues

of the Nabob had as yet prevented his being proclaimed

nsau ls)z;;l:xgl;‘, ghah Aulum. accepted  the invitation of the

g t(l; c:w hO::lde\l,l_of Nujeob-ad-dowla, and other Afghan

o A 18 cause was recommended by the Ab-

Shahb, to place himself under their protection, and
marched toward his capital. He was escorted by Major
Carnac to the boundaries of the province of Balar; and
made a tender to the English of the dewanee of Bengal,

Bahar, and Orissa, for which, and all their other privileges,
l;l:;;‘lm:;d“lw grant phirmdns, whensver the petition for
mﬁlo &;lm b:‘ presentod in form. The intention was
inmuml zonﬁ med at Calentta, to afford assistance for ple-
g rming him on his patemal thione | but the b

want of money, and ihe disiveli
proved desisive Rttt < oy welinabion of the Nabob,

* Meer Casim; who had supplied his first neceasitios by
squeezing out of those pewsons, who were suspected of
baving made riches in the public serviee, all that tervor or
cruelty, under pretence of making them aceount for thejr
balatoes, was caloulated to extort, regunded the supposed
gronsurés of Remnarain, as well as the revenues of his
government, with a craving appetite ; sad resolved to ot
no offort or contrivance to get Loth iu his power. Ag
Romparain, however, had been assured of protection Ly
the English, it was necessary to prooceed with caution and
avt, The pretence of calling upon him to ascount for the
rousipts of his governmont was the instrument employed,
1k was the purpose of the Nabuh to acoeds b no accom-
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¥. modation which shonld not leave Ramnarain at his mercy-
- It was the purpose of Ramnarain to avoid, by every effort

of chicanery, the rendering of a fair account, These en-

deavours, truly Oriental, of the Nabob on the one side,

zml Ramnarain on the other, operated to the ruin of
oth.

Mr. Vansittart, and the party who supported him,
desirous of finding the conduct of Meer Casim, whom
they had raised, of a nature to justify their choice, were
disposed to interpret all appearances in his favour. The
opposite party, who condemned the elevation of Meer

‘agim, were not less disposed to interpret all appearances
to his disadvantage. Unfortunately for Ramnarain, and,
in the end, not less unfortunately for the Nabob, the per-
Bona ab Patna, in whose hands the military power of the
English at this time was placed, belonged to the party by
whom the Governor was opposed, Major Carnac was
indeed superseded in the chief command by the arrival
of Colonel Coote, soon after the Emperor was received at
Patna ; but. Coote fell so entirely iuto the views of his
predecessor, that Carnae, though in a subordinate station,
remained at Patna, to lend his countenance and aid to
mensures, the line of which he had contributed to draw,

Bo far was Mr. Vansittart from intending to permit any
injustice towards Reamnarain, that Major Carnae, in hig
firat instructions, was particularly informed of the engage-
ments subsisting between the English government and
Ramnarain ; and of the necessity of supporting his life,
fortune, and government against the Nabob, should any
hostile design appear to be entertained. Mr, Vansittart,
hoswevar, listened to the representations which the Nahob
artfully sent him, of the artifices by which Ramnarain
eyaded the settlement of his aceounts, The exigencies of
the Caloutte government urgontly required the payments
due from the Nabob: the Nabob declared that the recoyery
of the balances from Remnarain was the ouly fund from
which those paymoents could bo made: and Vansitterd
with the unual credulity, belioved the vulgar repprts of
gront troasuren, as woll an the vast balanoos, in the handly
of Ramuurain ; though the accounts of only throe yeats of
lxr government wore nnexamined, and though in sach of
those yoearn his country had Beon regulaply overrun by
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keep on foot an army greater than he was able to pay.'

Major Carnac and Colonel Coote, on the other hand,
allowed their minds to be entirely engrossed by the evi-
dence which appeared of the resolution pf the Nabob to
destroy Ramnarain. The proof which they Joosoated was
indeed but too conclusive, since they have bot§ left their
doalarabions upon record, t}'m(; the Nnbob. tr'nnp@ad them
with enormous bribes to ieave Rammarain in his power.?
Their opposition to the Nabob, which was often qﬁeuswe
and excoptionable in the mode, appearut.} to V&f.lﬁlttnrt to
have no bebter aim than vexation to himself; it lessened
thie care of Ramnarain to save appearances in evading the
extortion with which he was threatened ; and it enabled the
Nabob at last to persuade Vansittart, that it was a man
requiring nothing but justice, which Ramnarain was la-
bouriug to defeat ; and that his government wus hastening
to ruin from the obstinate dishonesty of one wan, sup-
ported by two English commandera,

So far did these altercations and animosities proceed,
that on the 25th of June, Vansittart, who had a majovity
in the council, came to the unhappy resolution of recalling
both Coote and Carnac from Patna, and of leaving Ram-
navain at the merey of the Nabob, He made that use of
his power, which it was the height of weaknoss in Vansit-
tart uot to foresee. Ramnarain was immediately seised
and thrown into prison ; his very house was robhed ; his

T o
Iloved ths ]
"Z’M Tt upon tie Tkt u-u&gmm was ready by socai M"‘-
it o totter of Major Carnae’s te “: ot wittee, disted 1910 Aprl, 1761,
16 gays, * 1 have Jong hid tenut Suspect the Nabob had 1) \lnl?m amss
TRamuarain, and lave now found Wy suspleions 1o be too true.  Wis Bxvollonoy
Hie Nubab) mede n henvy complaint to me yestovday, i e prosence of Me.
{ '.umn: Mugnr Yorke, Mossra. Lushivgton and Swinton, that there was o con-
N durable balsnce dug on the revenucs of this provinee.  Ramnarain has
ol s o to ¢, tint he was reody 1o lay He acbauits betir him | however,
Mhﬂt o parties Afffer widely i ehelr Matements, Mr. M'Gulrs aud I pro-
as the ‘:m'lh«)’ whonld ench make out thelr ascounti, and ralor hem 0 your
e wowld fairly deaide Latween them. s, which 1 thowit was 3
ard, ]'. roposal, wad 0 far from hislivg satisfuctory to tlio Nabub, thit b
ESRIA D L'I‘nrvnl fthing Tess coull satisfy Wm Hian tho Malvge’s beding re.
platnl ?“.‘l'n :lm.NI‘l'\\ﬁ of this provinee bature he rotarneld o Woiehedati,®
g’lﬁ*"mlmr:nrt of fhe Cumumitien in 1773, Apg, No, 19, In hiseviilems befarg
b i, Cargo says, * The ples of hia belng tn arcear wes the protexy
Hm““:du u;v of for appresaing him, bot withont fonwddation ¢ for 1 iy
Ways T \roreidons 1"‘,,\.1 with Memnarala on the subject, he always
el con -l to i fulr wud couitable secount.”

L,

¢ armies, and he had been obliged for defence to BOOK IV.

CHAP, 'V,
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HOOKIY. friends were fortured to make confession of hidden trea-
cuap. V. sures ; his life was only for the moment spared, lest the
=~ indignation of the English should be too violently roused ;

¢ and after all, the quantity of treasure whicl he was found
to possess was insignificant, a sum barely sufficient for
the daily expenses of his government.!

This was the fatal error of Mr, Vansittart’s administra-
tion : because it extinguished among the natives of rank
all confidence in the English protection; and because the
enormity to which, in this instance, he had lent his sup-
port, created an opinion of a weak or a corrupt partiality,
and diminished the weight of his interference when the
Nabob was redlly the party aggrieved. For now began
the memorable disputes between the Nabob and the Gom=
pany’s sorvice about the internal trade ; aud, at the same
time, such changes were produced in the Council at Caleute
ta, a4 impaired cousiderably the Governor's power. Tlese
changos constitute an incident in the history of the Gom=
pany, the memory of which is of peculiar importance.

Just before Colonel Clive resigned the governtnent jn
Bengal, the 147th paragraph of one of the last of the des-
patchies, to which he aflixed his name, addressed the
Oourt of Directors in the following terms:— Having fully
spoken to every branch of your affairs at this Presidency,
under their established heads, we cannot, consistent with
the real anxiety we feel for the future welfare of that
respectable body from whom you and we are in trust, close
this address without expostulating with freedom on fhe
unprovoked and general asperity of your letter por Prince
Honry packet. Our sentiments on this head, will, we doubt
not, aequire additional weight, from the consideration
of their being subseribed by a majority of your 001111&_3
who are, at this very period, quitting your service, an
congequently, independent and disinterosted. Permit us
to suy, that the diction of your letter is most uwwor
yoursilves and ds, in whatever relation considered, ol
as musters Lo servards, or gontlemen to gentlomen. More
inadvertoncion, and casual neglects, wrining from s T‘m‘“

D iy . Copte
B R A i st o S G

vt of Al Cosminiites, V179 ¢ Sestin Bint, of Buugal, p, 404 :
%-‘n. 1. 160-~-a81} VeraleVs View of the xnﬁmsptmm#'!' la Laugal,



’S MEMORIAL TO THE DIRECTORS. 5

fe and most complicated confusion in the state of BOOK 1V. .
Your affairs, have hoon treated in such language aud son- CHAr. V.
iments, as nothing but the mosh gla.r}ug mxd.pmmedl— ot
tated faults could warrant. Groun(.!leas informations have, b
Without further serutiny, borne with you the stamp of
truth, though procwdiﬂx from those wlo had therein ob-
Vious,ly their own purpose to serve, no matter at whose
expense. Thess have received from you such countenance
and oncbumgam@n*'r as must most assuredly tend to cool
the warmest zeal of your servants here and every where
alses as they will appear to have been only the source of
gene'ml refloctions, thrown out at random against your
faithful servants of this Presidency, in various parts of
your letter now before us,— faithful to little purpose,— if
the breath of scandal. joined to private pique or private
or personal attachments, have power to blow away in one
hour the merits of many years’ services, and deprive them
of that rank, and those rising benefits, which are justly a
spur to their integrity and application. The little atten-
tion shown to these considerations in the indiscriminate
favours heaped on some individuals, and undeserved cen-
sures on others, will, we apprehend, lessen that spirit of
zoal 8o very essential to the well-being of your affairs, and,
nently, in the end, if continued, prove the destruce-
tion of them. Private views may, it is much to be feared,
take the lead here, from examples at home; and no -
tlemen hold your service longer, nor exert thanu’{::-
furthor in it, than their own exigencies require. This
being the real prement state of your servioe, it beocomes
gstrictly our duty to represent it in the strongest light, or
we should, with little truth, and less proprioty, sub-
aoribe ourselves,
« May it please your Honours,
«Your most faithful servants,
¢ RoBer1 Crive,
« J. Z&. HMonweLx,
“ W B, Sumyug,
“ W, M‘Guire.”

1 jomipany were even then no strangers to whab they
h,{:ﬁ,g}ﬁ‘; hztter acquainted with the longer they have
agted ; to that which, from the very nnturc' of their au-
ﬂm.-u.'y, and fror their local ¢circumstances, it was evident,

VoL T1L e
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they must experience; a disregard of their orders, when

cHAT. V. contrary to the interests or passions of their servants:

1761

but as they never before had a servant of such high pre-
tensions, and so audacious a character as Clive, they had
neverhefore been treated with so much contumely inwords:
They were mgved accordingly to resent it highly. In the
very first paragraph of their general letter to Bengal, dated
the 21st of January, 1761, they said, “ We have taken
under our most serious consideration the genoral letter
from our late President and council of Fort William, dated
the 20th December, 1759, and many paragraphs therein
containing gross insults upon and indignities offered to
the Court of Directors ; tending to the subversion of our
authority over our servants, and a dissolution of all order
and good government in the Company’s affairs: to put an
jmmediate stop therefore to this evil, we do positively
order and direct, that, immediately upon receipt of this
lstter, all those persons still remaining in the Company's
sorvice, who signed the said letter, viz. Messicurs John
Zephanish Holwell, Charles Stafford Playdell, William
Brightwell Sumner, and William M‘Guire, be dismissed
from the Company’s service ; and you are to take care that
they be not pormitted, on any consideration, to continue
in India, but that they ave to be sent to England by the
firet ships which return home the same season you receive
this letter.”

The dismissal of which this letter was the signal, not
only gave a majority in the Council to the party Ly whom
Vansittart was opposed; but sent Mr. Ellis, the most in-
temperate and arbitrary of all his opponents, to the chief-
ship of the factory at Patna. He treated the Nabob with
the most insulting airs of authority; and broke through'
all respeot for his government. So emrly a8 the month of
January he gave his orders to the commander of Lhe troop#
to goize and keop prisoner one of the Nabob's colloatar
who had raised gome difficultios in permitling o quand@e
of opium, the private property of one of the Cou ’
gorvants to pass duty freo as the proporty of the (lompany-
This outrage the disoretion of the officer avoidad, "T;;

anding obodionce to the order, and sending « Jattar 0 the

abioh, to redross by his own authority whataver wight
tobewrong.  About the same timeanether servant
of tho Nabsel, o man of high conunexiont and influengs,

[
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i for the Nabob's use a quantity of nitre. But BOOK IV,
the monopoly of the saltpetre trade had been conveyed to CHAP. v.
Ne Company. Though an exception in ffvom- of tho

abol? to the extent of his own consumption was, fro:.n
standing usage, so much understood, tl'u.t. to express it
had appeared altogether lwgless and vain, this purchase
;as converted by Mr. E’l;:is b:ll)to such an limm.aicm of the

nglish rights, that the Nabob was not to be consulted in
the pm,iatfment of his own servant. The unfortunate man
was seized, pub in irons, and sent down a prisoner to
szlcutt@ to receive v?hatevox' chastisement the Couteil
nug:t dlrw‘*:imit ;)equ;r;'.l the utmost address ml.d power
::;,:,. nger i - Bgﬁ(; dinlm hs.ent back to be punished by
: 3 nding him back for the purpose of
mrﬁ:i:ﬂi:g :ll:fct;uiz :lve vi‘?ls l[:rmlty or innocent, that was a
Bome of the Council ir?;stoda:lfnr e;:l: :1:):\[11{51 lfg [l::%l;;::ﬁ;
:ll:pg‘od ;t Calcutta ; others, that he should have his ears
oy (;B lii ot ‘Inany days after these violent proceedings,
. l:, having hemid, b’y vague report, that two English
rviiom wz?a Szoncea ed in the fqrt of Mopgeor, despatched
apany poys, with orders to receive the deserters,
mrch the fort. The Governor declared that neo
oamivis B w:;e there ; and for ampler satisfaction éarried
hemmion, huwe::: C«;mpmy lx:lud d:l:e fort. From appre-
y of some evi ign, or from a v
plain principle of military duty, he refused m«hwew
to udmit & body of wemed ren: shut the 5 and
threatened to fivre upon tham if they approach
Thia Mr. ¥llis treated as the m.h:.’c oxoens of »Z::n;'.:',’.f‘:
an btinitaly rofused Yo @ithdray the Sepeys bil they,
lind searched the fort. Ry theso repeated invasions of H
overnment, the pride of the Nabob was deeplvlwmnond}:;_
o complained to the President in bitter terma: and wi
vonson declared that the example, which wes ;cbl‘bv;v;:,l;
gorvants of the ()umpnntv, of trampling pon his m:u.'nm,
Qeprived l’1im 'of all dignity in ﬂge oyes of his suhjeots; and
vandered it vain to hope for their obediense. Aftern dis-
T s iy Brivtne g v > v
o Oouno mpromi th

Nihoh's uouum;ﬁ!lil to admit any person to search thz fo:-:

Whons My, Vansittart should naime ; when Lieutenant Tron.

ajtle, afbor thy strictest investigation, was convineed that no

1761.



R

HISTORY OF BRITISH INDIA. L

. Buropean whatsoever, except an old French invalid, whose
omar. v. freedom Mr., Hastings procured, had been in the fort,

Hitherto Meer Casim had conducted his government
with no ordinary success, He had reduced to obedience
all the rebellious Zemindars, What was of stil] greater
importance, he had, as was declared by the President, in
his minute of the 22nd of March, 1762, discharged the
whole of his pecuniary obligations to the English; and
gabisfied both his own and his predecessor’s troops: Ie
had extorted money with unsparing hands from the Ze-
mindars and other functionaries. In the financial depart-
ment of his government, hé was clear-sighted, vigilant,
and severe. He had introduced a strict economy, without
appearance of avarice, in his whole expenditure: and he
had made congiderable progress in new-modelling and im-
proving his srmy; when the whole internal economy of
his government beeare involved in disorder by the pre-
tensions of the Company’s servants, )

In India, as under most uncivilized governmonts, the
transit of goods within the country was made subject o
duties; and upon all the roads and navigable rivm tall-
houses, or custom-houses, (in the language of the country
chokeys) wereerected, whichhad powerof stopping the gaods,
till the duties were levied. By the rude and oppressive ng-
tare of the government these custom-houses were exceed-
ingly multiplied ; and in long carriages the inconvenience of
numerous stoppagesand paymentswas verysevere, Asinall .
other departments of the government, 8o in this, there was
nothing regular and fixed ; the duties varied ot different
times and different places; and a wide avenue was always
open for the extortion of the collectors, The internal
trado of the country was by these causes subject to
yuinous obstruotions.

The English Company had at au early period availed
themselves of a favourable opportunity to solicit exenmp-
tion from such oppressive interruptions and expense ; and
tho rulers of the country, who felt in their revonues the
bonefite of foraign commereo, grantied a phirman hy which
the export and import trade of the Company was cou-
pletoly relioved, an both the goodq whioh they hnported

) W qonslnted of § of plees !
m@‘w o T e ';F"«.I';ﬁ‘i.ﬁ‘.}mf u %‘m

!
o Mo Vamsiitari’s Minuw, Narrative,
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owed to pass into the interior, and those which BOOK IV.

they purchased in the interior for exportation wereallowed crAP. v

to pass to the sea without either stoppage or duties. A
%rl:iﬁmte,tsi:; 1516 d by the English President, or chiefs of
fuctories, (in the language of the country a dustuolk), shown
at the toll-houses or chokeys, protected the property. The
Company, however, engrossed to themselves the import
and expor:t trade between India and Europe, 'and limiited
the private trade of their servants to the business of the
country, The benefit of this exemption therefore acorued
1o the Company alone; and though attempts had been
sometimes made to extend the protection of the Com-

y's dustuek to the trade carried on by their servants in
the interior, this had been always vigorously opposed by
the Subahdars, both as defrauding the public revenue, and
injuring the native merchats.

No sooner had the English acquired an ascendancy in
the government by the dethronement of Suraj-ad-dowla,
and the elevation of Meer Jaffier, than the servants of the
Uompany broke through the restraints which had been
imposed upon them by former Subahdars, and engaged
largely in the interior trade of the eountry. At first, how-
over, they Carried not their pretensions beyond certain
bounds; and they paid the same dutios which were lovied
ot the subjects of the Nabob. It appears not that duving
the administration of Clive, any of the Company's ser
vants, unless clandestinely, atbumpted to trade on any
othor terms.  Accovding, however, as they aequived aspe-
rignce of their power over the gu b oof the try's
wnd espocially after the fresly il mignal instance of it ’hﬁ
alevation of a new sovereign in the person of Moer Oq_mm,
the Company’s dustuck or pasaport; which was ouly entitled
Yo protect {he goods of actual exportation anud importation,

ot the Company's agents of all desoriptions
was employed by A A
to protect their private trade in every pure of t,hg countiy.
Snp soat wos now the asgendaney of the English naume,
hm.gthu solleators ov oficers &t the chukeys or toll-houses,
Who wore fully aware of the dependence of their own go-
Yeyiont on the power wnd pleasure of hl}u Buglish, duved
R ki gunm'lﬁ to sorutinize the use which was quu of
the Campauy's duatuok, or to stop u{u goods which it
Simdulontly sorocuod. The Compony's servants, whose
goods were thus conveyed entirely free from duty, while
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. those of all other merchants were heavily burdened, wero
cia®. v. rapidly getting into their own hands the whole trade of
the country, and thus drying up one of the sources of the
1762, public revenue. When the collectors of these tolls, or
 transit duties, questioned the power of the dustuck, and
stopped the goods, it was customary to send a party of
Sepoys to seize the offender and carry him prisoner to the
nearest factory. Meer Casim was hardly seated on the
musnud, when grievous complaints of these enormities
came up to him from all quarters, and he presented the
strongest remonstrances to the President of the Cowuncil
In his letter to the Governor, dated March 26th, 1762, ha
8ays, “ From the factory of Calcutta to Cossimbuzar, Patna,
and Dacea, all the Bnglish chiefs, with their gomastahs; offi=
cors and agents in every district of the government, act a8
collectors, ronters, and magistrates,and setting up the Com-
pany’s colours, allow no power to my officers.  And besides
this, the gomastahs and other sorvants in every distriet, in
every market and village, carry on atrade in oil, fish, straw,
bamboo, rice, paddy, betel-nut, and other thivgs; and
every man with e Company’s dustuck in his hand regards
himself as not less than the Company” It is abundantly
proved that the picture drawn by the Nabob was not
overchiavged. Mr. Hastings, in a letter to the President,
dated Baugulpore, 25th April, 1752, said, “ 1 beg to lay
bofore you a grievance, which loudly calls for redress, and
will, unless duly attended to, render ineffectual any endes-
vours to create & firm and lasting harmony between the
Nabob and the Company ;— I mean, the oppressions com=
mitted under the sanction of the English name, and
through the want of spirit to oppose them. This evil I
am woll assured, is not confined to our dependants alone,
bt is practised all over the country, by people falsely
assuing the Liabit of our Sepoys, or calling themselves
our gomustahs.  As on such occasions the great power of
e English igtimidates the people from making any re-
gistance; #o, on the other hand, the indolence of the
Bongaleen, or the difficulty of gaining aceess to those who
wight do thein justios, prevents our having kuowhd’: of
the appressions, I have been surprised to 1uech wit
voral Buglish flags flying in places which 1 have passud;
| s Bhs viver | do not Lelieve thet I pussed &
ut owe, By whatover title they have been




Sure their frequency can bodeno good to the Naboeb's BOOK I‘Y
Tevenues, the quict of the oollnxntg;r = :h:hzg:‘l:h;i; g‘;; Gt
Bation,— £ Sepoys, who , k :
us, &ﬁ'ordﬁdr;::goi‘)ent m of the rapacious and insclent -
8pirit of those people, where they are left to their own
discrotion, Many complainta againat them were mg\de me
on the road ; and most of the petty towns and serais w::e
deserted at our appronch, and the shops shut }:E) from the
apprehensions of the spme treatment from us, f
At first the Governor nt:te:.:xpted to redress these ?vﬂs
by gentle means; by cautioning the servants of the Co'm-
yi by goothing theirritation of the Nabob, and lending
is own suthority to enable the netive toll-gatherers to
check the illegitimate traffic of the English, The mischief,
however, increased. The eofforts of the collectors were
not only resisted, and the collectors themselves punished
0 heinous offenders on the spot 3 but these attempts of
theirs excited the loudest complaints; they were ropre-
sented as daring violations of the Company's rights ; and
undoubted evidence of & design on the part of the Nabob
to expel the Euglish from the country, . As usual, one
species of enormity introduced anothier. When the officers
of government submitted to oppression, it necessarily fol-
lowad that the people must submit. At the present time
it is difficult to lLeliove, even aftor the most undeniable
proof, that it becwme a common practice to foroe the wi- '
Lappy vatives, hoth to buy the goods of the Company's
porvants, and of all those whoe' procuved the uie of thoir ’
name, ot & greator; and to sell to the Coampuny’s serviats
the goods which they desived to p_umhua. ab & loss than
phe market price. The wative judges and moagistrates
e o, et diian Jod Mo, oa/ae0 it 1 o
' sorvants, supporied by shoir forces, and éstublishod h{ the 1ast trouty
m Moor Jufer ; and that this artiels, though twandemiiod ty the Dicecgors,

scribed fnto the tronty With Iy gen Nudium al Dowlah.
};‘.::f.’.f{e‘éﬁ'.‘.’:: .:m’nn two years with Mecr Cussiin, In -mgwr: of (s trade,
) gtil

wonkenod the countyy governmant, which hid

uent overthoow
e annililatad. At this fline tmany black sirchauts
Jarchase

It a:.‘mt{ivm o
oung Writer In the Company’s servics, by loans f
' .:'d'u:mq‘a‘gﬁmnﬁm and appressed the natlves,  So plon-
f "uu iy wae derived from Bhls source, flink many young writan wero

: t’:‘g wond 18001, and 2000L per annnim, were olothed ln Wne Uneh, and
npingaaly overy doy."—" A Leale wax carried on Withitt fayimont
i the prosecution of whish finite oppresalons wiiw camuitted,
b g0 its o onsiatahs, not contentid with lojucing (e '”“}"”‘.""'“"‘m

oIy of guserament, bludlng afd pinishing the Nabob'y offours,
oy peosiingd o Luterfore, This was the mmsdiato causa of e

"
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- were resisted in the discharge of their duties; and even

their functions were usurped. The whole frame of the
government was relaxed; and in many places the Zemindars

and other collectors refused to be answerable for the
revenues,!

The President, aware of the prejudices which were fose
tered, by a majority of the board, against both the Nahob
wnd limself, submitted not to their deliberation these
disorders and disputes, till he found his own suthority
inadequate to redress them, The representations, pre-
sented to them, of the enormities to which the private
trade of the Company’s servants gave birth in the country,
wore treated, by the majority of the Council, as the effect
of a weak or interested subservience to the views of the
Nabob; while they received the com plaints of the servants
and their agents ngainst the native officors, more often in
fault, aooording to Hastings and Vansittart, from laxity
than tyranny, as proofs of injustice demanding immediate
punishment, and of hostile designs agningt which effue:

! The following letter to the Nabob from one of hia officers, affords & spoej.
Rl of aThive S his paco OIS e b Seetp it 1O
tuntinn " at o ol me to app your honour "]
llﬂm!mu” for my further proceedings.—My lmtru«'-.tl’(,ml Wwhich T brop, m,m‘
were, that In ease any Europeans or thelr servants coimmitted dny
uuz were to bo sent (o Calontta, nmllhahmlln’ any pretence they
miuke for so dolng.— Notwithstanding the rigour of these orders, | have evor
wiade 18wy business (when snyil g witling happened) to cudeavour, by
gentle means, to persuads the ?enllemun'l gomastalis Lere to act |y
[=aceable manner ; which, althvagh repeated several times, has had no 1%
But, on the contrary, has cccasioned thiolr writing complalnts of me Abele
respective masters, that 1 obstructed them in their Unsiness, and ill-used them;
and in veturn I have reccived menacing letters from  several gontlenion;
threatening, if 1 intorfere with their sorvants, to use such measires ns 1 may
rapunt ; nwr have the geutlomen only done thix, their ver gommatahn {lﬁ 0
e 1 bl bieve, ak iy deis | step fhen 16 auy précsiding, they wil
Lie sme methods ; of the truth of which 1 have gond oot ow, Sir, {
Niforin vou wht 1 have obsteaoted theim i, 1hie Plioo was of grost
einerly, bt (s now hronghit to nothing by the followin praciioes, A
w uué&- amastah liere to by or sell. Mo Imued] ly loukin mﬁ
8 8Tt Lo s avaery lnﬁnhmmt. elther 0 bay Ly gowls ar sl
fhidiza ; uhd ou vefiseg) ‘('lum Of non-eapacity) & a».#il..n.- cunfluemisn b
il tely enmomg. tr pot sullclent aven when Wi i
W @ yem o, Which 1 (o engross shie differ
Anivia, miid ot to salor ady persons to by or s Hhe wrtivies they t
and {F the oomntry p-ooil:‘%;'k. then v reputition of thelr autivrity &
Pemsdied . an iy st Ll iy purvlone, tioy ink the LM
‘ i $him for il iy aesthor (i
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ti curities could nat be too spedily taken. Of the BOOK IV.

Coungi] o great proportion were deriving vast emoluments eHAR. V.

om the abuses, the existence of which they denied ; and
the Presidelll?ol;tnrmed support ﬁ.':im M!;.l.}llllsmlfgs ‘lm
i his to check enormities, which, a few y!
a.ftem,:?g:’ugzmcomt of Directors, the President, the
Bervants of the Company themselves, and the whals
world, joined in yeprobating, with every term of condem-
| v o
nlggmglgl':lﬂ:ugrm of these provocations and re-
sentments, Vansittart auticipated nothing but the calamity
of war, unless some offectunl measures could be adopted
to prevent them. Dependence upon the English, though
it had been light, was a yoke which the Nabob would
doubtless have been very willing to throw off. This pre=
gumed inclination the majority of the Council trested as
s‘datermined purpose ; and every measure of his wiimi-
nistration was, according to them, a proof of his hostile
designs. The Nabob, aware of the strength of the party
to whom his elevation was an object of aversion, naturally
considered the friendship of the English as o tenure far
m secure. | The reporb was *spread, that the views of
his enemies would be adopted in Buglaud ; and it is no
wonder if, ageinst a contingency so very probable, he was
anxiows to be prepared, Vansithart, however, who was net
mistaken as to the interest which the Nabob had in main-
tuining bis connexion with tlhe English, and his want of
power to contend with theo, remnined assured of his dis-
ilion to poace, unhesur? by provesations too great
x:hiﬂ temper to endure, formad ihe plan, therefore,
of & moeting with Meor Caim, in bopes that, by wutual
axplinations and concessions, thore might he drawn, b
ween the rights of the governient on the one hand, and
the protensions of the Company’s servants on the othern
such o line of demarcation ns would proclude all futurs
injurics and complaints. With Mr Hastings, as a ocoads
jitor, he arived atMongeor on the 30th of November,
sud was reveived with all the marks :;f vordinlity el
fondulip. After some bitber compluints, the Naboh
Witned that all proceding tnimosities shoald bo conwigned
g. obliviou, and that the present interview ahould by
sinployed in proventing the recurrence of such
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: dangerous evils, For this purpose, he insisted that the

cuar. v. interior trade, or that from place to place within the

1762

country, should be entirely renounced, as a trade to which
the Company had no claim, and in which their servants
had never been allowed to:engage by any Subahdar pre-
ceding Meer Jaffier ; a trade which introduced innumerable
disorders into his government, and was not carvied on for
the benefit of the Company, but of individun_ls, who reaped
the profit of their own offences. Mr. Vansittart, though
fully aware, as he himself declares, that the interior
trade, which had been grasped by the Company’s servants,
was purely usurpation, was yet, he says, “unwilling to
give up an advantage which had been enjoyed by them, in
o groater or less degree, for five or six years” A still
stronger reason probably was, that he knew himself up-
able to make them “ give it up;” and, therefore, limited
his endeayours to place it upon such a foundation as ap-
peared the best calouluted for the exclusion of abuse. He
proposed that the interior trade should be open to the
gorvants of the Company, but that they should vay the
same dutics as other merchants ; and that, for the preve.
tion of all disputes, a fixed and accurate rate of duties
should be established. To this arrangement, the Nabob,
who saw but little security against a repetition of the pre-
eeding evils in the assignment of duties which, as before,
the servants of the Company might refuse to pay, mam':
fested extreme aversion, At last, with great difficulty, he
was induced to eomply; but declared his resolution, if
this experiment should fail, to abolish all duties on inte-
rior commerce, and in this way at lesst place his owa
subjects on o level with the strangers. To prevent the
incouvenience of vepeated stoppages, it was agreed that
nine per cent., immensely below the rate exacted of othes
traders,! should be paid upon the prime cost of the

ouds, at the place of purchase, and that no further
gubios should be imposed. Mr, Vansittart returmed o

Calenita on tho 16th of January.

I Qlive, in Wa speech; Marcl 30, 1772, aftorwards pubilished 1,

sald, 'l'm;fnuﬂvmt ! llvlnm‘ytmm—lauu ﬁgl':\ lmn wn;nnn :. o ‘x‘}';
] 0 Y N e Alion'

ﬂ!&un«t wiiloh Hie Nabol coniplatned ) _"'lxﬁ"' ”‘Y‘\lﬁ’i’rj

o duly | Whero e speedh 1s yeprinted, p. 0. T4
: ﬂmmlu at ;rg F conl,, il mll‘:u.l this **a ety exuot,
W, lale (0 thell seryahits & saueton Tor a teido 0 entiel gm,



MITIES ARISING FROM TRADE.

3 i isved that he had left Calcutta fully BOOK IV.
&uthorim:l%;n:h]:egzﬁﬂ, to settle with the Nabob the omar. v.
s of an amicable arrangement ; and he expected to ey
find the Members of the Council pleased that the servants 7=
of the Company were now vested with a right to that
Plentiful source of gain, in Whliolh thay ’l::‘tl .]:b;‘“:t:uﬂ%::
tieip us! tion, o was o
ent{l; t:.?qﬂﬁl,’.;ﬁ wmho boundless desires of his col-
leagues. Before his arrival, unlum‘tod condemunation had
passod on the wholo of his proceedings ; and the precipi-
$ation of the Nabob added to the disorder and combustion.
The regulations which the President had formed were
couched in a letter addressed to the Nabob. 1t was the
of Vangittart, that, as soon as they were confirmed
by the Council, instructions should be sent to the English
factories and agentsy and that cerresponding instructions
should at the same time be transmitted by the Nabob to
his officers, informing them of the powers which they were
authorized to exerts The Nabob, who was not sufficiently
warned or sufficiently patient to observe this order of pro-
ceeding, immediately transmitted copies of Vansittart's
letter to his different officers, as the code of laws by which
their conduct was to be guided. The officers, of course,
began to act upon those laws immediately ; and as the
Engligh had no commands to cbey, they resisted. The
native officers, who imagined they had now authority for
rolalinting some of the indignities to which they had besa ,
subject, were in various instances guilty of severity and '
oppression. It followed of coume, that the dissatisfaction
which the Members of the Dounvil wire prepared to dis-
pluy, was rendered more eunfident and loud by these truns-
actions, and by the complaints which they failed not to
produce. It was speedily resolved, that the President had
o authority for forming those rogulations to whigh he
had assented ; and instructions were sent to the factories
and agonts to trade upon the previous terms, and 1o seize
and fsuprison any of the Nabob's officers who sh‘ould dm
%o offer any obstructions. In a solemn cunaglmtmp, whieh
was hold on the 1st of Mareh, it was determined, with only

gwo dissenting voicey, those of the President and Mr. Has-

that by the imperial phivman, under which ‘the
Ofpauy had traded so long, their servants bd o right
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which, however, all preceding Nabobs had disallowed) to
<v. the internal trade, and that it was out of compliment, not

1763.

by obligation, that they had in any case consented to the
payment’ of duties. It was decided, after many words,
that, as an acknowledgement to the Nabob, and out of
their own liberality and free choice, they would pay a duty
of two and a half per cent. upon the article of salt alone,
and no other ; instead of the nine per cent. upon all arti-
cles for which Vansittart had agreed. It was, however, ab
the same time decreed, that all disputes between the
gomastahs of the English, and the subjects of the native
government, should be referred, not to the native tribu-
nals, but to the heads of factories and residents: that is,
should be referred to men, not only, in the great majority
of cnses far too distant to receive the complaints ; but,
what was still more shanieful, mens reaping exorbitant
profits from the abuses over which they were thus exclu-
gively vested with the judicial power. "

When Vansittart took leave of the Nabob, he was wets
ting out upon an expedition against the kingdom of N epaul,
a small country, completely surrounded, after the manney
of Cashmere, by the northern mountains, Tt was a coune

try which the Mohammedan arms had never reached ; aud .

on the subject of its riches, oriontal credulity, influenced
by the report of its yielding gold, had room for unlimited
expansion. The conquest of a country, abounding with
gold, held out irresistible temptations to the Nabob. = Ie
asoended the ridge of mountains by which it is separated
from Bengal ; but he was met by the Nepaulese in & dan-
gorous pess ; and, after a contest, which appalled himi,
abandoned the enferprise. He was wet, upon his veturn,
by accounts of the recoption which the regulations of Van-
pittart had cxperienced in the Council ; of the resistunce
which had been opposed to his officers in their attemphs
to oxeouto his orlers ; and of the seizuve and imprisons
mont which in various jostances they had undergone. m
wrote, iu tertos of the highest indignation ; and eull

upon tlie Foglish to valiove him from the burdsn n’":“”
Sulmbidurry, since they deprived him of the powers withe
out which the goverument of the country could not bs
ohpied on,  Miwpatbance wax neavly exbaugted: ho now,
iy fuwe; Brocuted his resolativn of abandoning all dutioy

PR D e -



perfectly open. g
The conduet of the Company’s servants, upon this ocoa-
8ion, furnishes one of the most remarkable instances upon
Tecord, of the power of interest to utmg'u}sh all sense of
Jjustice, and even of shame. They had hitherto insisted,
contirary Lo all right and all pmeodonb,_ that the govern-
ment oi'y the country ghould exempt their gO()QS from duty.
They now insisted that it should impose duties upon the
ggo(f; of all other traders ; and accused it as guilty of a
breach of peace toward the English nation, because it pro-
posed to remit them.! el iy

To enforce these conditions, and yet to maintain the
ce of omitting no effort to obtain the consent of
the Nabob, it was proposed in the Council to send to him
a deputation. For this purpose, Mr. Amyatt and My, Hay
volunteered their services. They departed with their in-
structions on the 4th of April. In the meantime, in all
parts of the country, the disputes between the officers of
the government and the Company's seryants, were carried
to the greatest height. Many complaints arrived at C'al-
cutta of the resistance which the gomastahs of the English
axperienced in the conduct of their business, and even of
the outrages to which they were sometimes exposed. On
the other hand, a multitude of instances were produced, in
which the English Sepoys had been employed to seiue and
bind, and beat the officors of 1he goyvernment, and to pros
tact the agents of tha Compmny’s sorvauts in all the enor
mities and opercssions whish they exercised upon the

and Mr. 1 , 89 befire, the anl

e, S At TGl ath: Gobbaion, Mot 345 W cam
think the Nabob to blame (in abolisling the duties) s wor do wo 808 how ho
u‘d(mmhcrwho. Tar although It may be for owr interest to determing,
a“l‘ we will have all the trade in our havds, tuke évéry article of the produce
try off the ground at the first hand, and roards snd it whern
of the coun n-:ey of custame, yet it Is ot 1o be axpected that the Nabob will fuin
""’J"""‘“‘ hdeavouring o deprive all the werchants of tha eountry of the
wi "‘,“ :r ng on thelr bugingss, which muit undoubtedly soon he the
means o "'“’:t iged to_pay lieaty duties, nd wo trade ln every artile on
“'L‘L}m ure-montionsd, —Nelther in our opinion eeuld the Nabok, i sueh
tha g Mget enotgh to pay the exponse of the chokeys, collaotors,
llﬂ“‘a"- g"‘mm rights fo Iny trade open, Il & our spinion, Mt the
afmav:y yrovinoe hus wright to anything for the rallef of the mer.
i irsding wnder his protectipn.” Vamslttart, {ll, 14—, Thore can ba
¢ of opinion on thess proceedings. The nnmw-a\uhml‘wmsh-
;.\ cupldity, had rendored all the mewibers of the Counoll,

bie exceptions of Vaoaltiars and Haatiugs, u\:alln&luly
u:‘(ill'a‘:l;-rl:l:mﬂ dtc&m of veavon, justips, sud policy, —W




At Patna, from the animosities and violence of

eiar. v. Mr. Ellis, the flames of discord were the most vehemently

1768,

fanned ; the Sepoys were employed under his directions in
opposing the government in bodies of 500 at a time ; and
blood had been shed in the disputes which ensued, Before
the 14th of April, the position of the Nabob and the Com-
pany had becote so threatening, that in the consultation
of that day measures of war were eventually planned. The
Nabob, on his part, though well acquainted with his own
weakness, (for the short duration and the difficulties of his
government had rendered the collection of more than a
very swall ariny impossible,) yet fully persuaded of the
resolution of the Council to depose him, now applied for
assistance to the Emperor and the Nabob of Oude ; and
prepared himself for a conclusion which he deemed ine-
vitable. )

On the 26th of May some boats, laden with arms for
the troops at Patna, arrived at Mongeer. This circums=
stance tended to confirm the Nabob in his opinion that
the English were arming for war. He had the resolution
to order the arms to be stopped. The deputation from
the Counoil had already arrived ; but he treated their now
propositions as unreasonable ; and enumerating the out.
rages committod 1rpon his servants, and the disorders ine
troduced into his government, insisted, that the resolution
of the Council to protect such proceedings imported
nothing less than a design to deprive him of his authority.
Though he offered to let the arms procesd to Patna, if
cither Mr. Awmyatt, Mr. M‘Guire, or Mr. Haslings, were
placed over the factory, he refused to send them to Kilis,
a4 a man debermined to employ them against him, He
avon inwisted that the troops which were stationed ab
Patna. and for whom he paid, under the pretence of their
being employed for the protection of his governmen
whopld not vemain at the disposal of his enermy, but shouls
be seut either to Caleutta or Mongheer. :

The (louneil were nnanimous in trenting the detention
of the s ag o very serious offence ; and the depulus
tion wore instrioted to take their departure, unless ‘the
Lioats were allowed te procoed. The Naboh wavered ;
wnd an the 10th of Juno, the gentlomen of tho doputation
wrgte fo the Council, thal he had conaented to raloase
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URE WITH THE NABOB.
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Temoving the troops from Patna ; and that they had ac-
COl‘dingly agreed to wait upon him the following day.
@ hopes, which were drawn from this communication,
by those Members of the Council to whom peace was
really dear, were speedily destroyed. - Mr. Ellis, at an early
Period of the disputes, had presented urgent expostulations
o the Council upon the necessity of being entrusted with
discretionary powers, not only to aot upon the defensive if
attacked hy the Nabob, but even to anticipate any hostile
attempt by tho seizure of Patna. This demand the Pre-
sident had very earnestly opposed, from a strong convie-
tion that the precipitation of My, Ellis would force the
Company into war. By alarming representations, ho
ever, of the imminent dangers to which the fi s
exposed, and of the impossibili oo
he impossibility of receiving instruotio
from Caloutta in time for the adoption of n?easums oo indis
pensable for its safety, the pemﬁsaiun which Ms “igl?-
solicited was at last conferred. After a variety of :o -
roceived by the Nabob of operations, openly earried op:l:w!
this gentleman, which could have nothing in view but :
state of war, a letter was brought to him from the Go-
Yernor of Patna, on the 20th or 21gt, informing him th
Mr. Bllis had made preparations, and oven i«m b ot
Inddors, for attacking the fort, This seems to h“ g
an end to the inclination, if any, which h ot o
tained for avoiding, by S e Bt S
, b y tion, the hnsard of war,
Qomunands wove sent m which had already
ooeded up the river: Mi. Amyatt was allowed to refurn
to Caloutta : but Mr. Huy was detained, as a hostage for
the Nabob's aumils, imprisoned by the Enghsh. Tutelli-
gonee of the departure of Amyatt reached My. Ellis on the
24th, On that very night, he surprised and tuok tha ity
of Patun, The news of this attack carried the resentment
of the Nabob to thab degres of violence, to which a long
course of provodation, terminated by a deadly injury, was
oalonlated to raise that passion in a halfcivilized wing,
e dispatolod his orders to seizo and mske prisoners of
Buglish whovever they were to be found ; among the
%h atap Mr. Amyatt, and send him with his rotinue
Mongheor. As Mr. Amyath refused; to stop his boats,

L,

S 5+ 6f arms immediately ; to enter upon negotiation BOOK IV.
Without peraisting, as before, in his preliminary demand of onaw v,
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and answered the command which he received for that

cmap. v. purpose by firing upon the Nabob’s people, the hoats were

1763,

immediately boarded, and in the struggle he himself, with
several others, was slnin,

Both parties now hastened to take the field, he
Nabol was spesdily encouraged by tidings from Patng,
After Captain Carstairs, the officer commanding the Eng-
lish troops, which were sent a little before day-break on
the morning of the 25th to surprise Patna, had, without
much difficulty, finding the guards for the most part off
their duty, scaled the walls; and after the Governor of
Patna, who suddenly collected a portion of the garrison,
and made a very short resistance, had left the city and fled
towards Mongheer ; the English, masters of the whole
place, except the citadel, and a strong palace, into which
an officer had thrown himself, broke through the rules of
prudence as wuch in the prosecution, as they had broken
through those of caution in the commencemont of their
operations. The troops were allowed to disperse; and
were plundering the houses of the inhabitants ; when ®
Governor, who had only marched a few miles before he
met a dotachment which had been sent to reinforce him
from Mongheer, receiving at the same time intelligence of
the resistance made by the citadel and palace, returned,
The English were ill prepared to receive him, After a
slight resistance thoy spiked their cannon, and retived to
their factory. It was soon surronnded ; when, fear taking
place of their recent temerity, they evacuated the place
during the night, and taking to their boats which were
stutioned at their cantonments at Bankipore they fled up
the river to Chopperah, and towards the frontiers of Oude
where being attacked by the Fojedar of Sivkaur Savum
they Iaid down their arms. The factory at Cossimbuszae
wae plundered about the same time ; and all the English
who belonged to it, as well as those who had fled from
Patnw, wore sont prisoners to Mongheer, -

1t had, some time before, been detormined in the Counes
all, the Prosident and Mr. Hostings refusing to coneur
thint in case of a war with Meor Casim, the deor slou
be closed ageinst accommodation, by divesting him of
tho govesmment, and clovating another paowon to his
M&-, When the wmelunchaly death, thoveford, of Mr,



MEER CASIM DETHRONED. 1

became known, @ negotiation was immediately BOOK 1V.
Commenced with Meer Jaflier, whose puerile passion to CHAR ¥.

Yeign made him eager to promise compliance with an
conditions which were proposed. Besides confirming tb{ ki
Btant which had been obtained from Meer Casing of the
Vuveiugs of the provinoes of Burdwau, Miduapore, and
Uhm.ugong, for defraying the expense of the Euglish troeps
employed in the defence of the eountry, the new Subahdar
granted exeroption to the trade of the Company’s servants
from all duties, oxcept the two and a half per cen;,. which
these servants thamsel.vas, out. of their own liberalit.y,
| Lo pay upon the single articleof salt. He consent 1
to veseind the ordinance of N ‘asi iy
oo ke nc}e:; i Leer Casim for the general
Mima_ Rl st the I%])nsl?: limccll to levy the ancient
=3 lain: 12,000 porsn a.ndg a ealors, He engaged
Company thirt; ks ta ey 8ot
¥ thirty lacks of rupees, on e .
aud the expense of the wap : to b o Foe
Bamop: o individusle, iod 40 panat e o
Bissiigh to. 5 and to permit no Europeans bu
gn s g:-iect fortifications in the country ; :

' o 2d of July : :
march from Ohoretgee helft;g:::ih":drmy vl
and ll;oob.Selﬁ)y'a, exclusive of t:'e blﬁ:&:)‘vﬁul;opz::\:,
L ' \ : » S X 3
DA t;ymm::s A‘c}ama, of t‘hg King's Highty-fourth
Wﬂ . A e Sopoymh‘i:n Juined by 100 Europoans
e b N sh‘ Midnapore, Aftar con-
iy © 1ith, the now Nalob pre

cood the army, which he joinet Y
5 ich be joined ab Agurdeep on

The first defonsive movement of Muet
pond T,hree of his generals, with their mlncgreb:mm :Q
post tlwmsel)’es, for the protection of Moershedals { .1 3
jween that city aud the English army. That Tl
gountered them on the 1Wth; and gave thcu?nny b
defeat., They retreated from the batile towards 3109::
where they received command to post Lhumsulvmtn i
whgl‘o thoy were reinforeed by the principal part of ’Ma:ld
Onsim’s army, among the rest by fhe German Sumrm(fl;
whio consmanded the Sepoys, or the troops distiplined i’
?u Europesn manner, in the service of that Nabob, ()::

L
Uiy advienturer came to Indla as n secjeant, in the 1)
Vou, g o 0 Prendh army,
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7 the 23, the English army advanced to Chuna Cullee, and
- on the 24th in the morning stormed the lines at Mootejil,

which gave them possession of Moorshedabad, On the 2d
of August they reached the plain of Geriah, near Sootee,
where the enemy waited and gave them battle, Tt was
the severest conflict which the English had yet sustained
with an Indian army. Meer Casim had been very ambi-
tious to introduce the European order among his troops ;
and he was now defended by a body of men bebter ap-
pointed and better disciplined than those which any native
commander had ever brought into the field. The battle
lasted four hours, during which the enemy once broke a
part of the Buglish line, took possession of two guns, and
atbacked the Eighty-fourth regiment in front and rearn.
The steadiness, however, of the English exhausted the im-
petuosity of their assailants, and in the end bestowed upon
them a complete and brilliant victory. The enemy ahan-
doned all their canuon, with 150 boate laden with
sions, and fled to & strong post on a swmall stroam, called
the Oodwa, where Meer Casim had formed a very stron
entrenchment. On every reverse of fortune, the fears an
the rage of that unhappy man appear to have inflamed
hitn to & renewed act of eruelty; and Ramnarain, who
hitherto had been retained a prisoner, with several chiofa
and persons of distinction, was, upon the present disaster
ordered for execution. If was at this time only that Meel"
Casim, smong whose qualities contempt of personal dan-
ger had no share, having first conveyed his family and
treasures to the strong hold of Rotas, left Monghesr, e
marched towards Oodwa, but halting at a distance, con-
tontod himself with forwarding some bodies of {roops, T'he
Euglish approached the entrenchment on the 11th, 1t
veoapied the whole of a narrow space which extended be-
tweon the viver and the foot of the hills, The ditch, which
was doop, was fifty or sixty feet broad, and full of water
The ground in front was swanpy, oud admitted no
approacl, except for a space of about 100 yards on the
Bank of the viver. At this place the English, b
duily by pumerous bodies of cavalty both in frout and
rear, wors detuined for nenrly a month. On the 5th of
Soptwmhgp, while o feigned attack ab the bauk of the river
enguged the attention of the enemy, n grand ¢lfort wis



ER CASIM TAKES REFUGE. I::

foot of th(:l hillz, and, in spite of an ohstinate B
: fince, was crowne with success. Meer Casi
rﬁteﬂlgenoe of this new misfortune, left his camp ;)[:-]i'v:g;)[; e
@ succeeding night, and hastened to Mongh ihi 17
g night, gheer, whither 64
was followed by the army in great disorder. He re-
Iained, however, only & few days, to secure some of hisg
offocts, and refresh his troops ; and then proceeded toward
Patna, He carried with him the English prisoners ; nng
killed by the way the two celebrated Sets, the VEeah
Hindy bankets, Whotn, in the progress of his Siathis
V:t:th the English, he had seized and brought from I{I(m:-
;?:m time the English a :
ahaun which B o e L et
y in October they made a !ract'a k regularly ; but
garvison, consisting of 2000 Sel ~lcab19 breach, when the
of this place, which he h poys, capitulated. The loss
Casim into l"’Pm'oxysme oft'ld made his capital, threw Meer
the English prisoners to lz“ge ; during which he ordered
German, executed with ala e.ir;n assacred ; and Sumroo, the
Fullerton, the Surgeon thn ixy :Ee borrid command.  Mr,
:N‘: lh;lld gained a pla.c:a in ‘l,*.h(: uﬂ;:éz;mmfo{{ i ppedteny
a8 the only individual wh 59k Mo, Lunatin,
Yai ailvaning Lowands Dot he aparod. As the English
some distance from the cit, m"nfnor Casim departed to
ith spivit; even took onayt;f th o gerison. detanded, 3%
blew up their magazine. But thea E"‘dl‘h HehEsaty 68
were 10t caloalated. for ruinous fortificetions
waa taken by storia . m:;l rosistance, and Patnn
of this Novembur.  After the
loss place, Moor mado no furtl i g
e formed his resolution to b : [Ty
g X i row himself upon the pro-
taction of the Nabob of Oude the Vizir, and made | NES
take refuge in his dominions, The Eug,lish a:m: 0 flmm b
him to the banks of the Carumnassa, which lh}- g hbosus
early in Decomber. ey T
A treaty, in which the Vizir had bound himse .
aath ou the Uorag to Support the ojucbm; N;{::ﬁd}i ‘lwl -
eoncluded, before that unfortinate chief o@sde J:r"
. . 5 A 18
bwndm_v of‘h_ns own dominions, At that timee the Em.
Bevoy .mul Suja-ad-dowls wero encamped at Allababad
m&ynng an oxpedition against Bundelcund, the pmlum:-\:
bitants of which had refused to pay their revenuos,
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. Meer Casim was received by them with all the distinction

due to the greatest viceroy of the Mogul empire. As the
enterprise against the Bundelas threatened to retard the
ussistance which he was impatient to receive against the
English, he offered to reduce them with his own battalions,
crossed the Jumma, took one of their fortresses, and so
alarmed them, by his artillery, and his Sepoys, dressed and
diseiplined in the European manner, that they hastened
to make their submission ; and Suja-ad-dowla whe, under
pretence of assisting Meer Casim, already grasped in his
expectation the three provinces of the East, marched with
his allies to Benares, to make preparations for his selfish
enterprise.

In the mean time the English, who were ignorant of his
designs, and not without hopes that he would either de-
liver Moer Cassim into their hands, or at least, deprive lim
of his treasures and $roops, directed that the army should
be cantoned on the frontiers for the purpose of watching
his motions. 1In this situation an alarming disaffection
broke out among the troops. The importance and diffi-
culties of the service whiclr they had rendered in reco-
vering the provinees from Meer Casim, had raised a lugh,
expectation of some proportional reward. Nor had the o
portunity of acting upon them been neglected by the
emissaries of the enemy. On the 11th of ¥ ebruary, the Bu-
ropean battalion stood Yo their arms, and, after loading
their pieces and fixing their bayonets, took possession of
the artillery parks, and marched towards the Carumnassi.
The Sepoys were also in motion ; but, of them, by the
oxertions of their officers, a great proportion were indused
to return.  Of the Envopeans, the English; with few excep-
tions, desisted and came back ; the rest, in number about
800, of whom some were Cermans, and the greater
part were Frenoh, proceeded towards Benmares. At the
beginning of the month of March, when Major Cmrnac
arrived {o take the command, a mufinous disposition still
provailed smong the troops; provisions were in great s~
aity, and the preparations nuking for the inyvasion of the

wovinoe by the Nabob of Oude were no lonuger s secvot,

‘hongh urged by the Governor and Couneil to aeb upon
tho offengise, and to push the wor into Suje-sd-dowln's
doguiglons, he agreod with all hin officsrs in opinion, thet



IONS AGAINST THE NABOB OF OUDE.

incumd_ At the beginm;:g of tAPrilL when 1:):m,;Ecmamy
Tossed the Ganges, and began to advance, the English,
Straitened for prgovi’sious, and afraid lest b} a circuitous
rgute a detachment of th:”l;osttﬂet {u'rtny f*thoulddgﬂt betwczg
ém and Patna, retrea o that city and encamp
under the wg]ls,., Barly in the morning of the 3rd of May,
the enemy approached in order of battle, and began a can-
nonade, which before noon was converted into a general
and vigorous attack. Sumroo, with the choice of the in-
fantry, supported by a large body of cavalry, assailed the
English in front ; while the main body of the army made
an ovset in the rear. The English army, and particularly
the Sepoys, who bore the principal weigh
» : e p pal weight of the attack,
B‘:%v?d with great steadiness and gallantry. Tt was sun-
:?m etcl)lre Ethe]_enemy was completely repulsed. At that
. o, le nglish were ffoo much worn-out with fatigue to
I ablg to pursue. Their loss, at least in Europeans, was
I:élloonmde.mbla: the slaughter of the assailants great.
rom this 'dny till the 30th, the enemy hovered about
P&tn.s, continually shifting their position, and keeping the
Bnglish in perpetual expeotation of a renewed attack,
'lﬁh?llt n-lhwin; them an opportunity, such at least as
ﬁu thought :}t;‘prrdont. to seixe, of acting on the offun-
. During this time Suje-ad-dowla opened a eorre-
spondence ~Wwith Moer Jaffior, the now Nnh;ob. But ns the
English would listen to no - without the prelimi-
nary condition of surren Meer Canim, Bumreo, end
the deserters; and as thd pretonsions of Buja-ad-dowla
extondod to nothing less thun the province of Bahar, it
led to no agreement. The wina being now at hand, and
the treasury of the szir severely feeling the burden of so
l"":f an u:-my “lL' ’:,P:nﬁd?\,t ];: n;?rel\et:.:l nl\jny on the 30th,
it expedition. 18 time, the Emperor, uneas
undcmﬁ trostmenti which he received fm}u tln’x greu«.l}v’
and unprincipled Vizir, sont & private mossage, offering to
&l’m @ sal}unet‘.je t::muwxmn with tlu:i Engli-h“',r :)}\l\t :’ﬂjor
Unenne refused to open & correspondence, ithout ven.
furing to puraue the enomy, he sent u strong detachment
Saposs the (langes, to threaten Snjo-ad-dowln's frontier ;
:ﬁhﬁi‘h had the offeot of making him hasten to his own do-
onm

; ’ greater certainty of provisions, especially in tho BOOK 1V.
Nt temper of the troops, the hazard ought not to be CHAP. V-

1764



In the month of May, Major, afterwards Sir Hector

; Munro, arrived from Bombay with & body of troops, partly

King's and partly Company’s ; and hastened with them t¢
Patng, to take the command of the army. He found the
troops, Huropeans as well as Sepoys, extremely mutinous,
deserting to the enemy, threatening to carry off their offi-
clers, demanding higher pay, and o large donation, pro-
mised, as they affirmed, by the Nabob. The Major
resolved to subdue this spirit by the severest measures.
He had hardly arrived when a whole battalion of Sepoys,
with their arms and accoutrements, went off to join the
eniemny. He immediately detached a body of troops on
whom he thought he could depend, to pursue them and
bring them back. They overtook them in the night, when
asleep, and made them prisoners. The Major ready to
recoive them with the troops under arms, ordered their
officora to select fifty, whom they deemed the most de-
praved aud mischievous, and of this fifty to select again
twonty-four of the worst. [e then ordered a field court-
murtial, composed of their own black officers, to be im-
mediately held ; and addressed the court, impressing theny
with a sense of the destruction which impended over un
atmy in which crimes like these were not effectually ye-
pressod. The prizoners were found guilty of mutiny and
desertion, and sentenced to suffer death in any manner
which the commander should direct. He ordered four of
them to be immediately tied to the guns, and blown away;
when four grenadiers presented themsélves, and begged, &%
they had always had the post of honour, that they should
firat be allowed to suffer. After the death of these four
men, the Buropean officers of the battalions of Supoys
who wore then in the field came to inform the Major {hat
the Sepoys would not suffer the execution of any more.
Ho ordéred the artillery officers fo Joud the field pieces
with grape ; and drew up the Buropeans, with the guns in
their intervaly, He then desived the officers to ruturn b
the lead of their battalions ; after which ke commanded
he bavtalions to groand their mane, and nsnead K ira
s attaraptod to moye that he woull give ovda o five,

Blxtoun more of the twentyfour Won were thon blown

W wnvds Geifleqee (it Toport, Congiises, 1770 WHat s
L nmm n?nz w liuuu:. m Whawiigh Major Adam, w&
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BATTLE OF BUXAR.

>remaining
& fonment, and it b sent to another place of BOOK 1V
Gn(l]n ore singular, than that the seus::le oy g Nothing omar. v. )
eavoured to raige to th hi }:n@n, in whom it is
death, and who m:y %e sepleg!?;s r; pitch the contempt of 176+
Without hesitati ed upon for mecting it
trsenti esitation at the bhand of the enem h o ]
e, and be subdued, when threate e e
Own officers. ned with it by their
The rains drawing
ng to a close, Munr :
of hioptomtmr as the day of 1-endezv:))t::';pltzl-c:mﬁ,ed sk Lanky
places of ::lutonmcnt. He then advane (;n tt)he seyveral
Soane, to whi @
“h&:‘: andm]:rl:;lxi Tiimyhh“d forwarded sevoxlm"ttlod?m
s W iiapade the mssy ad thrown up some hwwe:-
Sl detashment tol : age of their assailants. Has g
Jow, for the purpose of;rt‘;is l::he river at some di;tm}ctv-l;!g
mumeut and coveri cKing the enemy at 4 o
R cppocite s ering the pasdage of y ab a concorted
side with of the troops, he gai
ward Buxar out molestation ; B, anind
where | th . n; and ady, 1
For the last t © hostile armies poch W%
gas el by the :ge::yi:'l;:;e dlays the line of ‘:S:recheu::;:pﬁi
6 221 " 8 cavalry ; and th i
et ofomcey ST L e
fort o inﬂ:fj Ganges on ita left, and illeisi’;li:“mp'
%:MM; bk Mg ;;t; l““: atragh wie Iptendad ?}Ju‘:
‘ d i g R i i i ““iﬁ
the mo::u::g :gt;ld not take place. ‘I&nbu;gt :3 ;all ‘mw
troops were “wm:ml,! Saffaggi T ) * Ol
fow milmbu:l:-emy in arder of 5:“‘11. &:’Mmu e
nine, and Insted tillfm":“ The Luttle bogan ‘liﬂu‘:
and retired slowly, blowin when the shomy gave we,
gasines of powdor as le;g \vi‘:fd]”m’ tumbrils and m,)::
the line to break into columns ;ll(”lﬂ}[ The Major ordered
by desteaging o bridge of bout ollow : bt the enomy,
two xqilos from the field of bu,ulz l;[g_z‘n"u ﬂtrm;un of Wﬂtc;
P\u‘su‘ﬂ"- ,T'hia was ‘one of the mt;st crti‘f‘iu}ully AR dad the
Viotories in the history of the Britisk cal and iwportaut
the globe. 1t broke compl 1 wars in thal part of
R ohly Mogn :\‘Cl!'l’ﬂp‘et(vly the force of Bujn-ad-do ;
i il o« \ thi 1 : I AAU-Clow
.iolllidwuhlu Hlarun;;(:h;“;; ]);::.::;w{; Llll‘llhm poriad uu(::
ﬁz:.“l’ the protection of the Euglihh- mwl :ﬂlll"‘\'n" idrdnlt
ML Lo groatost power in 1"tli“' il loft thers withoug
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The very day after the battle, the Emperor sent hif

- v- application to the English commander ; who immediately

wrote to the Presidency for directions; and received
authority to conclude an agreement. The Emperor com-
plained that he had been the state prisoner of Suja-ad-
dowla; and before the answer from Caleutta arrived,
marched along with the English, and encamped with hi#
guards close to them every night. When the army arrived
at Benares, Suja-ad-dowla sent his minister with overs
tures of peace; promising twenty-five lacks of ripees
to reimburse the Company for the expenses of the war';
twenty-five lacks to the army : and eight lacks to the
Commander himself. The preliminary surrender of Meer
Casim and Sumroo was still however demanded. The

perfidious Vizir had already violated the laws of hospita-

lity and honour towards his wretehed giest. A quarrel
was picked, on account of the non-payment of the monthly
subsidy which the Ex-Nabob had Promised for the troops
employod in attempting his restoration: the nohappy
fugitive was arrrested in his tent ; and hig treasures were
seized. Still the Nabob dreaded the infurn Y of deliverin
him up ; but, if that would satisfy the English, he oﬂ'nreg
to let him escape. With regard to Sumroo, his Proposal
was to invite him to an entortainment, and have him
despatched in presence of any English gentleman who
might be sent to witness the scene, As this mode of
their enemies was not agreeable to English morality, the
negociation oceased i but Meer Cusim, who dreaded the
conclugion to which it might lead, contrived to osen
with his family and a few friends into the Rohilla conn-
try, whither he had providently, before tho plunder of
his treasures, despatched o dependapt with some of his
jewals.

The negotigtion with the Emperov proceeded with Jess
obstruction. It was proposed, s far a8 mutygl approla-
tion extended, agreed and contractod ; that the Tinglish,
by virtue of the impevial geant, shoull olstyiy passeEsion
of Gauzsepore, and the reut of the tervitory of Balwant
Riog, the Zemindur of Benwres; that on the other Mand
they should establish the Ermperor in thy possession of

Allal i and the vost of the dominions of Sujnends
3 audl the Emperor engaged to voimburse thom oftgy-

)
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MANDS ON MEER JATFIER. 0

t of the royal revenues, for the whol_e of the BOOK IV.
©Xpense which this service might oblige them to incur. CHAP. V.
In the mean time, affairs of no trivial importance were p=
transacting in the Council. They had been extremely ur- .
gent with Meer Jaffier to leave the army, and come down
to Caloutta, before Major Carnac quitted the command.
he treasury of the Company was in a most exhausted
state; and every effort was to bo used to make Jaffier
Yield 'if. a more abundant supply. In addition to the sums
for which he had contracted in the recent treaty, a pro-
miss was drawn from him to pay five lao_k.s per month
toward the expense of the war so long as it should last.
But his former engagements to the Company were not
yot diseharged. The payments also to individuals, stipu-
lated under the title of compensation for losses, were
swelled to an oppressive amount. When this article was
first inserted in the treaty, the Nabob was informed that
the demand at the utmost would extend to a sum of about
ten lacks, That demand, howevyer, was soon after stated
ab twenty, thon at thirty, afterwnrds at forty, and ab last
was fixed at fifty-three lacks of rupees. We are assured,
by a Director of the Company, “ That all delicacy was
lpid nside in the manner in which payment was obtained
for this sum, of which soven-eighths was for losses sus-
tained, or said to be sustained, in an illicit monapoly of
the nogeusaries of life, carried on againgt the omlers of the
Comypany, and to the utter ruin of muny thousands of the
Indian werchants; that of - whole one half wius seon

extorted fram Kim, though of the paymouts to the
(lompany was atill undisel and though the Company
was sinking under the burden oi‘_wn,n,' i obliged to bor-
row great sums of rgoney of their norvants at eight per
cont. intorest, and even with that assistance unable to
garry on the war and their inverbnent, hutobliged to send
their shipe half loaded to Burope.”! By the revenues of
the threo ceded distiicts, Nlt}@’l to tha‘mrmthly payment
for the wav, “the Company,” we are informed by Clive,
& haoamo possessed of one half of .the Nabob's revenues,
Ko was allowed,” says that great informant, “to collect
the other half for himself ; but in fact be was no mores
than g bagker for the Company's servants, who could draw

1 Serafion's Obstrvations on Vansittart’s Nalentive, p. 44, 10,




1765.

great an amount as they pleased.”? “To all other caused
of embarrassment in the finances of Jaffier were added
the abuses perpetrated in conducting the private trade of
the Company’s servants, which not only disturbed the
collection of the taxes, but impeded the industry of the

whole country.> In such cirenmstances it was to no pur-
pose to harass the Nabob for larger payments. The im=
portunities to which he was subjected® only conspired,

with the infirmities of age and of a body worn out with
pleasure, to hurry him to his grave. After languishing
several weeks at Caleutta, he returued to Moorshedabad,
loaded with disease, and died in January, 1765. -

The making of a new Nabob, the most distinguished of
all occasions for presents, was never disagreeable to the
Company's servants. The choice lay between the next
surviving son of Jaffier, Nujum-ad-dowla, a youth of aboub
twonty yours of age; aud the son of Moeran, his eldest, &
child of sbout slx. According to the laws and customs of
the country, the title of both might be regarded as equal
Tn point of right, the offico of Subahdur was not ouly uob
hereditary, it was, like any other offlos under the ogul
government, held at the will of the Bmperor ; and, during
tho vigorons days of the Mognl dynasty, no Subslidag Iy
pvor b peooitled 66 snjoy 16 lung.  Tu thie decline af
that power, the Bubahidars became frequently, during thete

1 (lfive's Bpacch, Maech S0k, 1772, In Almon's Dabatas, x, 14,

8 My, Gray, reddont at Manlds, of date January, 1704, wrote to tha I
dent, ' Hinde my arrival horo, I have had an opportunity of seelng tho"v‘t
Iancue pradtives neod by the Culentia gomastahs in enerying (o thele Busis:
The government have certainly too much veason to camplaln of their want o
fflumroe o thelr eoustry, whieh fs torn o pleces by & 86t of tasals, who i
Calenitha walle In Fags, hut whoen they are set nnl. on gomnstalinhips, lord &
OVOF L sy, lmyrhnmn“ thie ryuta and merah
gt in the most § demil T 10 the foedars and offfoprs,
lp Jike munver, My, Senlor, Chief at Cosshaliuzay, Wiate, i March, 1764,
SO0 woulil smpnze you, the nanber of complalnis that daily coime bofure
of the axtryagandlos commitied by onr agents and gomastahs wll over
canntry.”  Ses Verolst, p. 49,

7 Yonr Comnilttoe then examined Architald Swinton, ¥sq., who was Caplatn
n the wrmy in Bougal o 1768, and alio Peraliy IMDITELRr, and Aldg-de-Ca

1)

o General Carnae.  And he informed yonr Comuiltiee, that he had
sonversations with Mear Jafter abont tho five ks of rupoes per ith,
shipulsted (o be paki a Moer Jafler in October, 1704, amd the oth i ttn
e on Bim by the i of which b frequently hoard Meer Jaffior eoms
n bilieerty ¢ of all the dmm\t:" mia"npon B At ot 11, Whikel hued
e

T

i O, W0 wmm;&nnd taik-
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)E_¥V. upon him’ (meaning for presents) ¢ as often, and to a8
CHAP. V.




0D i e to be removed; and the Emperors BOOK 1:\’.
Co e:‘l?ed :g:?:;g?; with resuming tl‘mix' power when t-ha CHAP. V.
Provineial chief expired. But it sometimos also happened, o
hat a son, brother, or other relative, succeeded too rapidly
aud too cc:mpletely to the power of the deceased, to. rfmder
it convenient to attempt his removal. The Emperor cou-
tented hi If with a nominal, when an efficient 1chowa was
out of Lis power } and on these terms had the &ubnhd_a.ree
of the castorn provinces been held for some generations.
The right of choice belonged ungquestionably to the Emperor;
but to this right the servants of the Company never for &
moment thought of paying any regard. That unhappy,
dependent sovereign, now stript of all Lis dominions, whilo

vout kingdoms were still governed in his name, might
m recovered the immediate sovereignty of Bengal,
Bahar, and Orissa, at the word of the English ; o, despair-
ing of so generous and self-denying a policy, would gladly
have bestowed the Subahdaree upon them. The dewanee
or collection; receipt and disbuvsement of the revenue,
Wwhich in the present state of the country implied all the
powers of government, he had repeatedly offered to them ;
dnd very recently, through Major Munro. But the modesty
of the English, still alarmed at the thouglt of declaring
Uhos ves sovereigns of Bengal, grasped awerfully af
i seality, though it desived o whun the Ep peavanes of
Power. e leg adaority, whielh would have followed the
olivio of the nfunt sou of Meoran, would havs plaeed this
government, even (o Uhe sdowest detail, i the hnids of
the Cumpany ; aud the rulors wers Blamed by
thelr miccossols for not agauting se groat wn advantage,
Bt they looked for somo asslatance in the dvudgery of
governing, from 8 Nabob of anature age, nugl }md no difi-
aulty In believing that the shadow of power with which he
was o be invested would lttle mtur!ure with either
the pleasure or the profits  of English ulumilmyiun.
Anothor motive had doubtless some weight : Nujum-
ad-dowla could give preseuts ; the infant son of Mevran,
whoge rovenues must be accounted for to the Company,
sould not.

!i' Ot (s Siv J. Mileolm observes, “ However politio it wight have beon to

stian of the Emperor and the Nawabh Vieir, after the men.
i ::lln::::(;.n?;:t:-?'l‘tlyuua :nq-llv:}\rluu wanld linso been the hoight of tully
O Seakoess,"  Lito of Clive, il 998.—W,



cmar. v. 1765, it was resolved by the English, to take the military
1785,
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In the treaty with the new Nabob, dated in Februarys

defence of the country entirely into their own hands; and
to allow the Nabob to keep only so many troops as should
benecessary for the parade of government, the distribution
of justice, and the business of the collections, They had
two motives ; one was to preclude the possibity of incon”
venience from the power of the Nabob ; the second was
to make provision for the defence of the country, which
they found, by experience under Meor Jaffier, would depend 1
almost entirely upon themselves. And we may suppose
that another consideration was not without its influence }
that a still greater share of the revenues might pass
throngh their hands. The ecivil government of the country
was no less effectually transferred from the Nabob to hig
faithful allies. He bound himself to choose, by the advice
of the Giovernor and Council, a Deputy, who, under the
appellation of Naib Subah, should have the entire manage-
ment of all the affairs of government, and not be remove-
able without their consent. The Nabob suffered more in
submitting to this condition than to all the vest; and
showed extreme solicitude aliout the choice of the person
who was to fill that important office. Mohammed Reza
Khan was appointed by the (Governor and Couneil ; and
appears to have been one of the best men, whom, under
Indian morality, it was easy to find. The Nabob was
eagor for the nomination of Nuncomar, who, beyond
dispute, was one of the worst. This man, who was
governor of Hoogley, at the time when Swraj-ad-dowls
took Caleutta, had rendered himself conspicuous by &
rostleas ambition, and unbounded avarice, which he
sought to gratify by the vilest arts of intrigue, by dis-
simulation and perfidy. He had, abt an carly period,
become odioud to the English, as a deceitful and dan-
erous character, and was a prisoner in Caloutte for
fuwing corrosponded  with their enemion, while Meer
Juffier rm(doc; theve, during the Nabobship of Meer
Oasim.  During this time, he paid his count so very she-
cessfully to the dethroned Nabob, that upon his restora-
tion, he solicited, as an object ‘of the first importande
g L aflowed to employ Nuncomar as  his wivister.
mgh Vaosibtert, and even some of those who in goneral

(3



CLIVE REAPPOINTED. h
“Aot in his views, objected to this arrangemont, B S

o c < unt of the oxc.ptiol\luﬂ Ghﬁvl.‘l&ctel‘ of the man, the omap. v.
fou}mﬂ, as the last trinmph; according to Vansittart, of a
,mt}o“s party, decided, that the Nabob might enjoy his 1760.
choice. Nuncomar redeented 1ot his character wich the
Fmgliah, while he governed the Nabob. The waut of corn,
under which the operations of the army were impeded at
Patnn., tha dinppointmuts in the receipt of monies from
the Nabob, were all principally laid to the charge of Nun-
comar ; who was also vehemently suspected of having
carried on & traitorous correspondence with the Nabob of
Oude. Mr. Vansittart had, a little before this tiwe, re-
turned to Burope, and was succeeded in the chair by Mr
Spoencer, 83 the oldest member of the Board y
3¢ ard.  As oppo-
sition to the Governor, therefore, no longer act
B e cnal opint ; ger actuated the
e § tsg neral opinion of the character of Nuncomar
its proper effect ; and he was per tori
excluded from the govommo:xt f gy
e the country. The othe
conditions of the treaty were n: . gans
arly t
the treaty with the o{,d Naliob, "Ly e P
- : abob. Beside the revenues of
dwan, Midnapore, aud Chittagong, the five lacks per
month were to be continued during the war, aud ss mtﬁfh
of them afler the war as the state of the u::untry might
to the HEnglish, seem to require. And the grand privile c;
w» Company's servants of tuading free from the d e
Which o3 s e Wi | ! i Lhe duties
o ther «mroh..n‘ paid within the country, and of
arbicls of 1l i Suietety. i B WWM .
of the country was now ko -whihoh‘:udi the
m;gush.,. that the acooun the revenus were lob to
be appointed excopt with their approbation.

During the military and political transactions which so
jntensely ongaged their servants in India, the Courts of
Directors and Proprietors remained for several yoars rather
quict spoctators and warm expectants, than keen und
troublesoms controllers. When they had heen agitated
for o whils, howover, by the reports of mismunageraent
whioch were mutually transmitted to them by Vansivturt
wid his opponents ; and, ob last, when they were alarmed
By ths news of o war actually kindled with the Nubab, of
Mhu anussncre of 8o many of their servants, and the exten-
¥ * & i g

| pixit of muting smong the trqops, their sense of
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¥/ danger roused them to some acts of authority. ThouL» ’

Clive had quitted India with an act of insult towards his
employers, which they had highly resented ; though the
Directors had disputed and withheld payment of the pro-
ceeds of his jaghire, for which he had commenced a suitt
against them in the Court of Chancery ; he was now pro*

posed for Governor, as the only man capable of retrieving

their disordered and desperate affairs. Ouly thirteen Di-
rectors, however, were found, after a violent contest, to
vote for his appointment ; while it was still opposed by
eleven.! Yet the high powers which he demanded, as

! QOlive’s reappointment was the act of the Proprietors, and was foreed byl
them upon the Court of Directors, after a series of angry discussions, A
oral court was called on Monday the 27th February, 1764, upon the re-
uisition of the usual number of Proprietors, ** having,” as they declared,
‘“Just reason to e almrmed ot the present dangerous and critical stute
of the (;!ommy s affuirs In Bengal, and other parts of India;” and de-
Ivlr":l. that the affuirs might be hkm“mm :onfaldeuﬂdn. The mecting
P such of the correspondence with
WP" d related o the recent (ransactions thero, and a nzc“rmd mu.vﬂshg'
having been principally cnnlgal with similar matters, the main question was
adjourned to s third, on the following day. When a mption was made th
the nomination of Mr.Spencer, as Governor of Bengul, shonld ﬂuriﬁ‘
hack to the Conrt of DI % fur thelr . & warm
suad which ended in a resolution that the question shonld not be ut, wh‘):;
was cartied by o majority of 184 to 141, The friends of Lord &m wore:
hiowever not to be thus baffled—-a number of new shareholdoers way
distely created, and a second requisition was addressed to the Dirgor
consequence of which a fonrth general eourt took place on the 12¢h of
when, after a viclent diseussion, » mation was ninde and onrried, * that iy was
the desliv of the General Gourt, that Lord Clive be requested to take upen
Tim the station of President of Bongal, and the command of the Compaty’s
mi}]]la furoes upan his arelval at that Presidency.” .
Tl business was not yor serminated, for Lord Clive, on thank it
for thelr nomination, suspended hils acquiescence ungil he .l&h&"ﬂ'ﬁfm
that the Court of Directors was as well dispased towards him as he was fos
wards them; no further discussion then took place, but on th 2lst i
on the occasion of a Quarterly General Court, an ingquiry was made whel
Tord Glive would signify lils immediate aceeptunce u} the station he ha
roquested to fake upon Bihm.  To this, Clive, who was I Cour, l’1rl ed, ho
wimld glve his anwwer ag snon as the next olgotion of Directors slisuld be de-
termined. On which a motlon was made by & memtr of the opposiie panty,
that 4 Lard Clive declined to neeept immediatoly the Iroposed 1o hing
Wie Court of Diveotors should e deslreld to mske other Aruﬂﬁjmmu_. This
yas fUlliwed by nu.-:%dom«. in which Clive oxplained Bis ehjeotion @6 bo

ord, in

dirogtad expecinlly st the influence of the Depyty Cbalvmnng Mr. Syl
i reatuen pledged his faith and Bouotir to the Court, that e wig
-1 with Wie propossd Governor In a feiendly -::rlt.#nﬂ many
wn 1K l#hurulng“wl. pront energy and very patoBeally, " o sl ol
all diffuroiova, Glive so rclﬂ\ted, s o mmw that e ;,“? .
It ditestnetion (n o few dagn 8 ndalgen with, the deluy : with thin ooms
mﬂr.‘fﬁw;ﬂu 00 whinl toes mot soem (o iyo 10D sscundod, wish m
DR n%nmul y i
Clive 1is pirdn, for befie un@lnvﬁq"f“-““ﬂ conllil he
¢ antwal flectiun of Diveitors ‘p b ““g e anbagunist e
ot o & &(u ;m 1l ;z
7 b g 1 |
FRALE G et i
hal fie AW orn in Presidant ol
af the Forces,  MAS, W,




CLIVE REAPPOINTED.

lo for the arduous services necessary to be BOUK 1V.
Performed, though strongly opposed, were also finally con-  car. v.
erred, He was invested with the powers of Commander-
In-Chief, President, and Governorin Bengal ; and, together 1765.
With fou, gentlemen, namod by the Directors, was to form
a Select Committes, empowered to act by their own autho-
¥ity, au often as they deemed it expedient, without consult-
ing the Couneil, or being subject to its control.
The Directors, at the same time, condemned, in the
Soverest terms, the rapacious and unwarranted proceedings
of their servants. In their letter to the Governor and
Couneil of Bengal, dated the 8th of February, 1764, “ One
nd source,” they said, “of the disputes, misunder-
?ngli:yg., and diﬂitculties, which have ocourred with the
suntry goverument, appears evidentl » taken i
"lae i‘mm the unwarrantable and licZn:?m}xlsv;n;ih?; ltci’
emTying on the private trade by the Company’s servants,
their gomastahs, agents, and others, to the prejudi
© the Subah, both with i e
L, Doth with respect to his authority and the
rovenues Justly due to him; the diverting and taking
m his natural subjects the trade in the inland parts
of the country, to which neither we, or any persons what-
soover depeudent upen us, or under our protection, have
any wanner of right. In order therefore, to remedy all
thuae disordors, we do hereby pesitively order aud dirveot,
~~That fro the receipt of this letter, o fual aud offectual
ond bo forthwith put to the inland trade in salt, hotel
nut, tobaoco, and ail other avbiclos s produvet

and consumed in the courn ¢ In hin gorrespobdonce

1 Beo the Extract af length W the Secori Repart, Bulaot Gomm!
Tivuswther lefter 1o the SEvernac: und Dot 8 m".'nm, amd 21l Thou]
bor; 1700, the Directors say, * Your déliberations on the Wninad trade bave
1aid open to us & seont of Wwost eruel oppression, whileh Is hidesd oxhilited at
o view of the 18th article of the Naboh's complainte saentioned thiy
your Qonstiitation of the 1740 Octobwr, 1704 : “The poor of e comutry, wio
Unedt alwayn to deal i salt, botel-nut, and tobacto, are uew deprived of thalr
dally broud by the trade of tho Europeansy, whereby no kind of s
Aovfuos 1o the Company, auil ghe Government’s revanues s reatly inured.”
We shall fur the |WM"&_0\)M’I‘VQ 10 you, that every one of Gur servabits cun-

1 fr U tride has Deen guilty of & Yeeach of hix covenants, and & dls-

. neo 1o onr gnlers,  In your consaltations of the ard of May, wo find
! Wi varous extortionats practices, the most extraordinary ong of
ah or Torelng the natives to buy goods beyoud the mwrket poce, which
aeknowlofdged 1o Tave been frequently practised, Ih Yuur resoly.
pavant this practios You determine to fortid i, ' but With such carg
Bhian as ot 10 affect the CompAny’s Invedtment, sh s 4o Wl niewn
e the elght dorived o the Company frum the plilrmannd, whick
Rlways eld over the wuavers.,” Aa the Cotnpany afe Kivwn to




7 with the Court of Directors, on the subject of hig roturn ¥

.
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Bengal, Clive expressed himself in the following manner
“The trading in salt, betel-nut, and tobaceo, having beert
oue cause of the present disputes, I hope these articled
will be restored to the Nabob, aud your servants abso
lutely forbidden to trade in them. This will be striking #
the root of the evil.” At a general meeting, however,
proprietors, held on the 18th of May, 1764, it was urged
by several active members, and urged to the conviction of
the majority, that the servants of the Company in Indi®
ought not to be deprived of such precious advantages i
which enabled them to revisit their native countries witlh
such independent fortunes as they were entitled to expects
The Court therefore ResoLvmp, ¢ That it be recommended
to the Court of Directors to reconsider the orders sent 10
Bangal relative to the trade of the Company's servants it
malt, betel-nut, and tobaccs, and to regulate this importaut
point, cither by restrictions framed at home, or by refer-
ring it to the Governor and Council of Fort, Willigm.” ® To
consequence of this recommendation, the Coart of Directors
by letter dated st of June, 1764, and sent by the same
ship which carried out Lord Clive, instruct the Governor
and Council, after “ consulting the Nabob, to form o &
proper and equitable plan for carrying on the inland
o.” o
The presents which, since their acquiring an ascendendy
in the government, their servants had been in the habit of

Kurchnu their investuient by ready money only, we require & full axplanation
ow Hlils oan affect them, or how it aver conld have been pravtised fi e pur=
chaso of thelr investment, (which the latier part of 3. Jalinstone's vl N
entered on Consultation the 215t July, 1764, muinuates); BF | would wha
J"uz;lfb s nxulviukm. thut '{h‘:( {hwa of our lc‘rvaml MxL?'m Tt olf to L M
vard, In part payment o o Company's investmet il
I Lotter l{. uhe:ton dated 27th April, 1704, IF irth Heport, App. No. 2.
1,

3 Ty quotiue s resolition, soie tmporiant omissions Bave loo wade s 9
110 refuranoe (s glven, it 1s nof ble to yay with whom they urigmn ti ]
eritire resolutlon runs, < thit it e recommmiended to the Cowt of %ﬁa '
raeonsldor Ui evdory n;l o levgal relative to the Trade of py ]
sarvanis in the Salt, lotol, and Tobsoco, '::‘ that ¢ do*\ :
dirdutions for regulating the stne, agreeatly o the iteroile i
and Mm flmn n?x lﬂng‘v‘n; pridon: ﬂg&rbqi;y '
hoae restrivtions unter w r \
i nmg» Govarnie and Cousicll u'fgé.ﬂ‘ _gl!;m. W 1
Dn&‘m % il . _iomuwr',_
A AR T SR

-,
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% /.| PRESENTS RECEIVED.

e 1Ak ry large amount, from the BO

5 nndtgslt;lel?i}ﬁt:fs“otv‘otga orci?ntry, Graisnaliar) ST

Whpis s o1y w engaged the serious attention o b
l%m;h}]c:ge:;wﬁ“ which %Fav:ll?lla) a;ll ;ungel fc;;e;:; 1298

mg, ing any applicatio

Witll:tsgo;r ﬁg:{s;\:?‘t 08 BOZ,Q of his_ ruling pnstggus, m(_)ut

frequently to the steadiost of all his passions, his avarice

or ity‘ has always remarkably distinguished the go-

Vel‘nmtz'hl the East, and hardly any to o extraordinary

& dogree as the governments of the very rude people of

lndif.m When the English suddenly acquired their extra-

Ordim:fry power in Bengal, the current of presents, so well

aconstomed to take its course in the channel drawn by

hope and fear, flowed very naturally, and very copiously,

into {he lap of the strangers. A person in India, who had

favowrs to ask, or evil to deprecate, could not easily be-

lieve, till acceptance of his present, that the great man to

whom he addressed himself was not his foe. DBesides the

sums, which we may suppose it to have been in the power

of the receivers to conceal, and of the amonnt of which it

is not easy to form a conjecture, the following were de-

tected and disclosed by the Committee of the House of

Commons, in 1773.

“decount of such Sums as have been proved or acknowledyed
before the Committee to have been distributed by the Princes
and other Natives of Bengul, from the Year 1707 to the
Your 1766, both inclusive ; distinguishing the primvipal
Times of the said Distributions, and specifying the Swms

recoived by each Person rew;ipdy,
Reovolution in favour of Meer Jaffier in 1767,
My, Drake (Governor) . . Hupees. 280000 £31,500
Colonel Clive as second in the
Seleet Committee b . 280,000

Ditto as Commander in Chief 200,000
i 1 1
a private donation . 1600,000
o e e 2,080,000 234,000
3 t m the Appendix, No. 109, fram the ovidence
g;iisxmnmz u‘fl ul‘tn%n”{.‘:lcurn‘ L-cmn:]: e Gavernor und Conncll I 1761,
r Y

weipal manmgeowent in e distribation of the
I'o? :}l‘t'l.u‘:‘ 3:3&3":3;.&1‘ sﬂnsm Dowla, upon the sccessdon of Jafler

A h iVl t fromt Colimdl Clive, on
5 @ receivel, a8 n preaent i » ane
R 'ﬂ:;::::’ ‘lf,“':";;‘w per cent. on 4d luckh, fv doss RO Appanr thist

M Tie wh (aken an oatlr.”
VoL a1, 8

=iyl

L
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1705.

. Watts as a Member of the Rupees.

Rupees.
Committee . 1 . 240,000
Ditto as a private donation . 800,000
SN, 040,000
Major Kilpatrick . il 240,000
Ditto as a private donation . 300,000
Ml Maniinghaan: ¢ | Lo 240,000
Mr. Becher . . 240,000
Six Members of Council one lack each 600,000
Mr, Walsh . g 3 500,000
Mr, Sorafton . ¥ 200,000
Mr. Lushington 50,000
Stipulation to the navy and army

Memorandum, the sum of two lacks
to Lord Clive, as Commander in
Chief, must be deducted from this
account, it being included in the
donation to the army .

Lord Clive's jaghire was likowise ob-
tained at this period'

Revolution in fayour of Cossim, 1760.

Mpyr. Sunmer ,

Mz, Holwell .

Mr. M‘Guire . ) .

Mr. Smoyth . i E .

Major Yorke .

General Cailland .

My, Vansittart, 1762, recexved aeven
lacks ; but hlm two Incks to General
Onillaud ore included ; so that only
five lacks must be counted for here .

Mr, MGuire 5000 gold molus .

,ﬁ?‘ i e e e s o o
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270,000
180,000
134,000
134,000
200,000

600,000 58,388
75,000 3,700‘-

el

A

o4
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i ] ! BOOK 1IV.

Revolution in favour of Jsﬂier,ril 763 ’ X e
St . .. . 2,500,000 201,66

'Dig;omizlzﬁemn:@ ST 1 1,250,000 145833 1765,

437,400
lﬁaj(m Munro® in 1764 received from ol
. v i . . - . - 5

Dili?tugm smgg'om the Nabob . s 3,000
The officers belonging to Major Munro’s

family from ditto . ¥ % f 3,000
The ariny received from the merchants

atMeoerss . ..., 400,000 46,666

gene 62,066

Nudjum ul Dowla’s Accession, 1765.

M. Spencer . « ... 200000 $3333
Messicurs Pleydell, Burdett, and Gray,

one lack each . g } . . 300,000 85,000
Mr. Johnstone

R R~ 1
S L 11s00) ' aes
. . 1rgsbo 20,185

Mr, Leycester
Mr. Senior . .

Mr, Middleton . . . | . 122500 14,201
Mr. Qideon Johnstone . . ., 50,000 5,838
130,387%

(eneral Carnac roceived from Bulwan- :
gingin 1765 . . .. . 80000 @ 9333
ito from the Klig . . 200,000 93,333

Lord Clive received from the Begum
01766 . . . . . . 5O0HO0 58333

90,909

pears Colonel Munro aceapted a Jaghive from the Ring, of £13,500
..l;‘r‘gvlnnh hi? dolivered Y-:‘l &h:’ lm‘h;hum sgn.m.r, the circiimmanees of
5 Journals , 1535,
hi 1I:h:: ::x:nd :“ uw. Ty evidence W hinve beon mesived by the pactios; tuy
1l Conmittis ik phoper to state, that Mohammed Mewa Cawn intendad
\ t of one lack of rupees to each af the foir doputies sent to treat with
Rt &l Dowls vipan his fathers death ; vix, Meslours Jolmstone, Loy.
AL Senfor, and Middloton; tut Mr. Middieton snd Mr, Leysestor ailirm
hay 'I}w mr;r aceéptod theirs, and Mr. Johnstone appeact to hat ¢ tendorpa
b hm:’m Muhuimnied Reza Cawn, who wold net wecapt them. Thess Wills
\ 3 50,000 rupees) appear to have beott afttrwards lald
Mr, Soilor'e, for 50, ot
.' 3 iy Solset Committeo, wnd no further evidence has boet produced
l.sm_‘u,;. W

Mimaitten concerning thot. . Senlor recelved 50,000 rupecs of i,
jotl aggingt bim 1o this account,"”
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Restitution——Jaffier, 1757

21U
East India Company. . . . . ., 1,200,000
Europeans ; S0 H ool SR 1 800]
Natives . : s A 2 : 4 3 250,000
Armenians . \ / FmbL .« s 100,000
2,150,000
Cossim, 1760.
East India Company . - D : 1 62,500
Jaffier, 1763. Lo
East India Company. . . . . . 375000
Europeans, Natives, &. . . 5 3 . 600,000
975,000
Ponce with Suja-ad-dowla. ‘
East Tadia Company - 5,000,000 583,333

Total of Presonts, 2,169,6657 .

Restitution, &e. 3,770,833/,

Total Amount, exclusive of Lord ¢ 1
Clive's jaghire . ¥ k ; . o £5940498
Moemorandum. The rupees are valued according to the

rate of exchange of the Company’s bills at the different

periods”!

That this was a practice presenting the strongest de-
mand for effectual regulation, its obvious consequences
render manifest and indisputable. In the st place, it
Inid the nabobs, rulers, and other leading men of the
country, under endless and unlimited oppression ; liccause,
80 long n= they on whom their whole power and influence
depended were pleased to desire presents, nothing could
be witliheld which ihey cither possessed or hud it in their
power to ravage and oxtort. That the temptations unde
which the servants of the Corpany were carr
hern to those heights of exaction which Wers withi
rouch, is fur from true. They showed, on the contrary, 8
resorve snd forbearance, which ﬁwxuﬁm roceived in
1o other country, prob in the X0, owi,
S50ld Riva. nablh e o, oxtraniioity

| Mok ot Ao ature, Slate, und Condition of X, 1. Camphty, &

h
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: of the country, to which the receiving of presents cuar. v.
Prepared the way, tl:iys’ dangerous practice laid the founda- S
01 of porpetual perfidy in the servants of the Company ;

© interosts of their employers. Not those plans of

Dolicy which were calculated to produce the happiest

Yesults to the Company, but those which were calculated

to multiply the occasions for preseuts, and render them

Mmost effectual, were the plans recommended by the strqng—

est niotives of interest to the agents and reprosentatives

of the Compuny in India. It is still less true, in the case

of perfidy to the Company, than in the case of oppression

to the natives, that the interests of the Company’s ser-

vants were to the greatest practicable extent pursued.

Thers seems not upon the most jealous scrutiny, any

reason to believe that any one of the groatest transactions

or revolutions, in which the English, up to this period

were instrumental, was not sincerely regarded at the time,

by the men on whom the decision depended, as roquired

by the interests of their employers and country ; nor has

it yet been certainly made appear, that in any of the

instances in question, the civeumstances of the momenk

adimitted of a better deoision.

The Company now resolved that the benofit of presents
showld et any rate change masters : and they ordained and
commanudad, that new covenante, dated May, 1764, should
bo executed by all their servants, both eivil and il
binding them to pay to Company the amount of all
presents snd gimtuities in whitlsoover shape, received from

Y the natives, in case the Wuount ncads four thousand
rupees ; and not to secept any preseut or gratuity, though
not exceeding four thousand rupees, if atdounting to so
mich s one thousand, without the consent of the Prosi-
dent and Council. An unbounded power was still reserved
bj the Honpurable Company for receiving or extorting

e P“’"“’“'“ in benofit to themaelves, But as thcfr sorvants

= wero in no dauger of being so rapacious for their mastors’
amolument as their own, any effects which this rogulation
was ealoulated to produce were all naturally good.

With these powers and regulations, Lord Clive (such

Wik now tho rank and title of this Anglo-Indiun cl}xet‘)

O from England on the 4th of Juge, 1764, and arvived
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IVi @t Madras on the 10th of April, 1765 ; where he recoive
v intelligence that the dangers of which the alarm had sent
him to India were entirely removed ; that the troops were
1765.  ohedient ; that not only Meer Casim was expelled, but all
his supporters subdued ; that the Emperor had cast him-
self upon the 'protection of the English; and that the
Nabob, Meer Jaffier, was dead.  His sentiments upon this
intelligence were communicated in a private letter to M.
Rous, dated seven days exactly after his arrival:! «We
have at last,” said he, “arrived at that critical period
whick I have long foreseen ; 1 mean that period which
renders it necessary for us to determine, whether we can
or shall take the whole to ourselves. Jaffier Ally Khan
is dead, and his natural son is a minor; but I know not
whether he is yet declared successor. Suja-ad-dowla i8
bem‘ben from his dominion ; we are in possession of it, and it
18 scarcely hyperbole to say, to-morrow the whole Mogul
empire is in our power. The inhabitants of the country,
we know by long experience, have no attachment to any
obligation. Their forces are neither disciplined, oor-
manded, nor paid as ours are. Can it then be doubted
that a large army of Europeans will effectually preserve us
as sovereigns : not only holding in awe the attempts of any
country Prinee, but by rendering us so truly formidable
that no French, Dutch, or other enemy will presume to
molest us,—You will, I am "sure, imagine with me, that
after the length we have run, the Princes of Indostan
must conclude our views to be boundless; they have such
instances of our ambition, that they cannot suppose us
capable of moderation. The very Nabobs whom we might
support, would be either covetous of our possessions, or
jealous of our power. Ambition, fear, avarice, would he
daily watching to destroy us: a victory would be but &
temporary relief to us ; for the dethroning the first Nabob
would be followed by setting up another, who, from. the
game principles, would, when his treasure admitted of bis
keeping up an army, pursue the very path of his prede-
cesgor, We must indeed become Nabobs ourselves in
fact, if not in name ;—perhaps totally so withou disguise;
but on this subject I cannot he cortain until my avrival in

1 Soo other letters on his arrival In Dengal, from Glive to Genoral Carnac
andt My, Valk. Lifo, il, 318.—W,




VIEWS OF LORD CLIVE. 3

Bengal®With these views of the bold and splendid BOOK IV.
rés which it was now the time to pursue ; %nd OHAE. VT

anticipating the important effects which those dazzling e

transactions would have on the price o_f the Company’s g

Stock, this great man forgot not to deliberate how they

Might be directed to bear upon his own pecuniary inter-

ests, e wrote on the very same day to his private agent

in London, as follows : “I have desired Mr. Rous to furnish

you with ; copy of my letter to him of this day’s date,

likewise with the cipher, that you may be enabled to un-

derstand what follows : ¢ The contents are of. such great im-

portance, that I would not have them transpire. Whatever

money 1 may have in the public Funds, or any where else,

and us much s can be borrowed in my noume, I desire may

be, without loss of a minute, invested in East India Stock.

You will speak to my Atborneys on this point. Let them

know I am anxious to have my money so disposed of; and

press them to hasten the affair as much as possible.’”?

The letter to Mr. Rous, and the shortness of the period

which intervened between the arrival of Lord Clive in

Bengal and his assuming the dewanee or revenues, would

leaye no doubt that he commanded all the money which

he possessed, or which he could horrow, to be invested in

India Stock, in contemplation of the rise of price which

that measure was caleulated to produce ; had he not, when

examined on the subject of this letter by the Committee

of the House of Commons, declared absolutely, *that he

had not while at Madras formed the resolution to seize

the dewanee.”

CHAPTER VL

iical state of the Carnatic—Views of the Nabob on

Pog:’:‘c:‘nor of Velore, King of Tanjore, and Marawars—

Treaty with Tanjore—Company's Jaghire— War on Mo-
hammed Jssoof—Mound of the Cavery. )

J the final overthrow of the I“{'euch in the Carnatic,

BYthc British in that part of India had accomp_hal}ed o

object far greater than any to whioh, at the beginning of

Y Mixtracts of both Lettera are given in the Appendix, No. lxxxil, and
iy T e Third Report of thb Comunittee, 1178,
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. the contest, they had ever elevated their hopes. To see

the Carnatic under the Government of a chief, who should
have obligations to them for his elevation, and from whose
gratitude they might expect privileges and favour, was the
alluring prospect which had carried them into action.
They not only now beheld the man, whose interest they
had espoused, in possession of the government of the coun-
try, but they beheld him dependent upon themselves, and
the whole kingdom of the Carnatic subject to their abso-
Iute will.

It was the grand object of deliberation, and the grand
practical difficulty, to settle in what proportion the powers
and advantages should be divided between the nominal
sovereign and the real one, Clear, complete, well-defined
and unambiguous regulations, are naturally employed for
the prevention of discordence, when the parties have wis-
dom, and are free from clandestine views! On the pre-
sent oceasion, according to the slovenly mode in which the
business of government is usually transacted, few things
were regulated by professed agreement ; the final distyi-
bution was left to come out among the practical, that
i, the fortuitous résults of government ; and of the two
parties each inwardly resolved to appropriate as great a
share of the good things as power and cunning would
allow.

The English were not disposed to forget that upon them
the whole burden of the war had devolved; that they
alone had conquered and gained the country ; that the
assistance of Mohammed Ali had been of little or rather
of no importance ; and that even now he possessed not
resources and talents sufficient to hold the government in
his hands, unless they continued to support him.

On the other hand, Mohammed Ali looked npon himself
a8 invested with all the dignity and power of Nabob ; and
the absolate ruler of the country. During the whele pro-
gross of the dispute, the English had represcnted thuni-
selves as contending only for him; had proclaimed thab
hin rights were indisputable ; and that their zeal for Ju&-
tice was the great motive which hod engaged them 50

L1 1 poatealy Just, howevar, du expect complote reguiations SEECTNE

and to logisiate before © nes,
B e R S e
ure, W,



ISPUTES OF THE NABOB.
The Nabob, therefore, hesitated not to BOO

consider himself the master ; though a master owing greab “CHAP. VL.
obligations to a servant Wwho had meritoriously exerted =

Rl b between the rulers of the

The sdeds of dissatisfaction i A
Carnatie, abundantly sown in & fruitful soil, were mul-
tiplied by the penury of the country. The avidity, whlqh
made the English 80 long believe that every part of India
abounded with: riches, had filled them with hopes of.a
great stream of wealth, from the resources of the Carnatic.
And although they had already experienced how little was
to be drawn, and with how great difficulty, from the
districts which had come into their power ; though they
were also aware how the country had been desolated
by the ravages of war, they still expected it to yield a
large supply to their treasury, and accused and com-
})hllf‘illllu?l of the Nabob when their expectations were not

ulfilled.

The Nabob, who was the weakest party, and as such had
the greatest occasion for the protection of well-defined
regulations, had, befors the surrender of the French in
Pondicherry, presented a draught of the conditions to
which it appeared to him expedient that the two parties
should bind themselves, He offered to pay to the Com-
pany, in liquidation of the sums for which in the course
of the war he had become responsible, twenty-eight lacs
of rupees annually till the debts should be Aischarged ;
and three lacs of rupees annually to defray the expense of
the garrison at Trichingpoly. Should Pondicherry be re-
duced, and the Company afford him an adequate force to
extract from the rventers and other {ributaries of the
country, the contributions which they owed, he would dis-
charge his debt to the Company in one year : should any
of the districts between Nelore and Tinivelly, be taken or
plandered by an eneniy, a proportional deduction must
{ake place, from the twenty-eight lacs which were assigned
%o tho Corapany : on the other side, tho Naboh desired,
$hat the Company would not countenance the disobedi-
ence of the local governors and administrators ; that the
English officers in the forts or garrisons should not inter-
in the affairs of the country, or the disputes of the
sbitants ; that the Nabiob’s flag, instead of the Com-
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any’s, should he hoisted in the different forts ; and that
cuar.vi. the Company should, when required, assist his officers'in
= the collection of the revenue,

1763. The President, whether he decided without reflection,
or thought a promise which would keep the Nabob in good
humour, and might be broken at any time, was an obliga-
tion of no importance, expressed by letter his assent to
these conditions.! In a short time, however, the President
and Council presented to the Nabob a demand for fifty
lacs of rupees. The Nabob, as this was a sum which he
did not possess, endeavoured by all the means in his power
to evade the contributidn. Unable to resist the importu-
nities of his allies, he was driven to his credit, which was
very low ; and under disadvantageous terms, which heaped

upon him a load of debt, he raised by loan the money they
exactod,

The expense of the war, the exhaustion of their own
treasury, and their exaggerated conception of the riches of
the country of which they had made him sovereign, ren-
dered the President and Council by no means sparing in
their requisitions upon the Nabob. It was atipulated
that he should repay the whole expenses of the siege of
Pondicherry. Fven to this he agreed, upon condition of
receiving all the stores which should be taken in the place,
The servants of the Company, however, appropriated the
stores to themselves ; and they met the complaints of the
Nabob, by promising to allow for them a certain sum jn
hig account : in other words, they took for their own
benefit what by their own contract belonged to the Nalob,
and promised to make their masters pay him something,
moro ox less, by way of compensation. Their masters,
however, were on this occasion not less alive to their own
intorests than their servants had been to theirs ; and 1o
sooner heard of the sum which had been allowed to the
Wakals in their books Lhan they ordered it o be rcmhlﬂ'm
to his account ; while their servants were loft in un
turbed possession of the stores?

From the modo in whick. the countey was governed § by
sub.dividgion into local commands, with a militery force

" Il 24
1 Mr. Pigot's lotter to the Nalwb, June 28, 1700.  Nabolb's s '
o4 5'? J‘ﬂf: Lindzay’s Narrative, 'oqlt ol;. 1770, !nmhm af i 0&00
m hﬁ;lm author of the Mistory and Sianagenient of the Mest India Com-
(B UR LLN



VIEW OF THE NABOB.

= -

h i t of i unishment for his
48 he beheld a prospect of escaping pr T
faults ; it has f?equl;itly been seen what difficulties at-
tended the realizing of revenue, whenever the goyernment

ecame disordered or weak. For a series of years, the
Carnatic had been subject to no regular government ; the
difforent antagonists had collected the revenues, and raised
contributions, in those districts which had at any time
fallen into their hands ; and the oommsmdt?m of qlsbmct:s
and forts had eluded payment as often as it was in their
power. From this wasted and disordered country, with
an insignificant army, and no resources for its augmen-
tation, was Mohammed Ali required to find means for the
support of his own government, for the gratification of his
own taste and passions, and to satisfy the unbounded ex-
pectations of the English,

The hopes of the Nabob, who knew the poverty of the
country, and with what severity everything had been
stripped from those among the district Governors who
enjoyed not extraordinary means of defence, were chiefly
fixed upon the supposed treasures of Mortiz Ali, Governor
of Velore, the riches of Tanjore, and the two Marawars,
The fort and district of Velore was an acknowledged por-
tion of the Carnatic tervitory. Tanjore and the Marawars
were separate principalities, which, as often as they were
pressed by the strength of their neighbours, had, according
to Indian practice, occasionully paid them tribute; as
Bengal and the Carnatic themselves had paid to the Mah-
rattas ; bub which had never been incorporated with the
Mogul empire, nor regarded their dependenceas more than
casual, temporary, and unjust.

The strength, however, of the Nabob was altogether
inadequate to the coercion of such powerful chiefs ; and
for the accomplishment of so important an abject, he i‘m~
portuned the Presidency to join their forces to his. :lhe
state of the treasury st Madras, exhausted hy the efforts
of go tedious and expensive & wax, rendered the ‘Eughsh
by no meaus desirous of engaging immediately in fresh
adventures. And it was not without difficulty thftt n the
Bliinimer of 1761 they were induced to lend l‘..hexr aid for

yoduotion of Velore. It resisted the exertions of the

S of strength in the hands of every local com- BOO
who withheld the revenue of his district, as often CHAP.VI.

1768.
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1v. army for three months, and but ill repaid the conquerors

cuAr. vI. by the treasure which it contained.

1763,

The conquest of Tanjore was an object of still greater
promise. As it had not yet heen ravaged by foreign
armies; the ideas of Indian wealth, which so long had
sparkled in the imaginations of men, were not altogether
extinet. The country, though small, was undoubtedly fer-
tile ; the incompatibility between the existence of a rude
government and people, and the production and accumu-
lation of wealth, was not understood ; and the expectations
which had misled both the French and the English stil]
maintained their sway in the mind of Mohammed Alj,
Besides, as ruler of the Carnatic, it was his interest to add
a principality of some importance to his dominions, and
to remove a meighbour who might on every emergency
become a dangerous foe,

The Englisl, liowever, either because they had descended
in their estimate of the riches of the country, or because
they had ascended in their estimate of the difficulty of ita
subjugation, discovered an aversion, which the Nabob was
unable to overcome, to embark in the conquest of Tanjore,
The Governor recommended negotiation ; and offered hig.
self as mediator. To gettle with the subordinate agenty
of his own government belonged, he said, to the Nabhol
himself: bub the King of Tanjore was a sovereign Prince ;
and a tribunal, distinet from that of either party, namely,
that of an independent mediator, was necessary to s.djust’
the differences between them.'

The Nabob resisted this mode of adjustment, with
great eagerness ; and, rather than adopt it would have
postponed the enforcement of his claims, trusting to the
chapter of accidents, and a time to come, ab which the
Ruja might yield at discretion. The Presidency, however,
knew their power ; thoy sent, therefore, an agent to Tan-
jore, to hear the allegations of both parties, and suggesb
the conditions of an agreement. The following were #ho
terms which they resolved to confirm: That twonty-two
lacs of rupees, at five instalments, shiould be paid by the
Raja to the Nabob, as arvears ; four lacs as o, present ; and

| ‘Thia 1 evidently tho meaning of r“v; m’- letter fo the m‘l’i&' A,

¥
1762; from whilgh, by a m the author of the - dnd
it of tho k. L. U, draws sn accasation, p. 134



TREATY WITH TANJORE.

ja ; and that Arni should be restored to its former
Governor or Killedar. The pecuniary exactions were
greatly inferior to the claims of the Nabob ; and so. great

reluctance did he show to the ratification of the treaty,
that Mr. Pigot is seid to have seized his chop or seal, and
applied it to the paper with his own hand.! Aware that
the inflated conceptions diffused among their countrymen
of the riches of India, and of Tanjore as a distinguished
part of India, might lead the Court of Directors to regard
the sum extracted from the Raja as criminally small, the
Presidency wrote, in their own defence ; that, wit’hout
their assistance, the Nabob was unable to extract a single
rupec ; that the reduction of Tanjore would have been a
difficult enterprise ; that they had i

3 ey had not an army sufficient
for the purpose ; that the expedition would have occa-
sioned an expense which they were unable to bear; and
that a rupture _wlth the Raja would have tended to “raisé
up other enemies. The inability of the country tosustain,
without oppression, a heavier exaction, they were eithor
not yet aware of, or did not care to allege. When the
Di'ract:rs afterwards transmitted their rcﬁ;mtions, they
m# éonilf;igur:nci :v:rehgivm_x a? a pr:fse.nt, it seems as if
bt e l'y fbl:gtrea: Bv\?\’l:’ ]::Jhl?r interposition n.qd
affair oxplained to us, i’hut we :my kn?)wg:hdo :zn{l:::h:b;
the case, with respect to thab dsomuion."’ The twenty-
two lacs were directed to be paid to the Company, and

% - . 2

eredit was given for them in the Nabub's sccount.

The war between the English and French, which had
ceased in India with the fall of Pondicherry, was termi-
nated in Europe by the treaty of Paris, definitively signed
on the 10th of February, 1763. OFf this treaty the eloventh
article, intended to define tho‘rights of the two nations in
India, or those advantages, in the enjoyment of which

1 This is stated on the authority of the Nabob’s Letter to Mr. Palk, October

8, 1776, ‘The author of the Hist. and Manngement, &c., says, * General Law-

enice, Mr. Boughier, and particularly Celonel Call, anid My, Paik, wére either

t ut this transiction, or were convinecd of the trath of it, from the in-

ntestadle mformetiun, given by others as well as by the Rabob, who mude

¥ complaints ‘tn gmnr!‘ ufr tllif I’!!lgs(du;nl'u eorlx’dutt " . 19T,

Lettars from the Court of Diregtors to the President and Council of F

BL. Gledrge, 3tk December, 1763, i

1763,

L

b ‘dartally as a tribute : That the districts, on the other BOOK IV.
and, of Coiladdy and Elangad should be ceded to the cmar.vy
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V. the relative strength of the two parties made them wil-
cmar. v ling to engage not to molest one another, was in the fol-
lowing words: “That Great Britain shall restore to France,

1763 in the condition they now are, the different factories®
which that crown possessed, as well on the coast of Coro-
mandel and Orissa, as on that of Malabar, as also in Ben-
gal, at the beginning of the year 1749. And France re-
nounces all pretensions to the acquisitions which she has
made on the coast of Coromandel and Orissa® And his
mogt Christian Majesty shall restore, on his part, all that
he may have conquered from Great Britain in the East
Indies during the present war, and will expressly cause
Natal and Tapanouly? in the island of Sumatra, to be
restored. .ind he further engages not to erect fortifica-
tions, or to keep troops, in any part of the dominions of
the Subahdar of Bengal ; and znporder to preserve future
peace on the coast of Coromandel and Orissa, the English
and French shall acknowledge Mohammed Al; Khan, for
lasvful Nabob of the Carnatic, and Salabut J ung for lawful
Subahdar of the Deccan, and both parties shall Ténounce
all demands and 'pretensions of satisfaction, with which
they might charge each other, or their Indian allies, for
the depredation or pillage committed on either side during
the war”

In the distribution of the advantages of the Carnatic
sovereignty, for such it now might truly be deemed, as
scarcely even anominal subjection was acknowledged eit,her
to the Subahnar of the Deccan, or the Emperor himself,
the English imagined they had as yet not appropriated to
themselves the requisite share. They began accordingly
to ropresent to the Nabob, the necessity of bestowing
upon the Company a jaghire: or & grant of lands, the
rents and rovenues of which, free from any deduoction to
the Nabob's treasury, should accrue to themselves, The
Nabob urged the narrowness of his own resources, the
lond of debt under which he laboured, the great propor-
tion of his revenue already allowed to the Company, and
tho vession which he had mude, not only of lands, but of
thio tribute which the Company owed for Madras iteelf.

The Company, in truth, had now placed themselves in

¥ Cemptloirs, # Pyt St. David and jts dependencies.
4 Bencoalen.
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the mind und the resources of the Nabob, the defence of
the Carnatic must rest upon them; and that ‘they must,
therefore, maintain at all times an army sufficient to op-
Pose its enemies. This, 'vnbhout the revenue of the
country, was & burden which tht?y knew they could not
Sustain. And yet to strip of all his revenue a sovereign
Prince, of whose rights they had so often Proclmmed
themselves the champions, was a procedure which bore a
most unfavourable appearance, and from which formidable
accusations against them could hardly fail to be drawn.
The Company took the course which power, though less
supported by reasons, will most commenly pursue. They
adopted the alternative which was most agreeable to
themselves ; and the revenues of the Carnatic gradually
pass‘ed into their hands, The President, however, was
anxious that, at this time, the donation should wear the
appearance of a voluntary act on the part of the Nabobj
and amid his efforts of persuasion assured him, if we can
believe the Nabob himself, “that if four distriots were
given, the Company would be extremely pleased and
obliged to him, and would ever assist him and his children
with a proper force of Europeans, without desiring any
thing further ; that till he had cleared off his debts to the
Company, the revenues of those districts, after defraying
the expenses of the goldiers, should be placed to the eredit
of his account™* When the President began to pass from
the tone of suggestion to that of reguisition, and the
Nahob perceived that compliance could not be escaped, he
endeavoured to obtain the seecurity of at least a written
promise for those terms whieh had been offered in order
to gain his consent. But when hg transmitted the dvafs
of an agresment, in which those ferms were apecified, and
which he requested the Governor and Couneil to sign, the
temper of the President brok? through his policy ; and he
pulled off the mask with which he had hitherto endea-
voured, though it must be confessed but awkwardly, to
Qoyer from the Nabob and the world the view of his real

3 ; 161, This declaration is mmsde ln & snhseqnont cor-
o ‘om‘-; &m"f{&o gnbob and the Governor and Couneil, wad not denjed
M€ Govarnor and Councll; though sueh a bargain, thoy say, was o bad one

& Com

b i i i BOOK 1V.
f considerable difficulty. The Presidency
hotoilleltl)) oggcrving, that under the weakness of both CHAP.VI.

1763,
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strong marks of his displeasure; and told the Nahob by
letter, that it ill became the situation in which he stood,
to make conditions with the Company; since ¢ they,” said
he, ¢ do not take any thing from you; but they are the
givers, and you are a receiver.” !

Tt was not till the summer of 1763, that the Nabob and
Presidency were enabled to turn their attention to Madura,
and Tinivelly. Though Mohammed Issoof had been vi-
gorously employed, from the raising of the siege of Madras,
#il the fall of Pondicherry, in reducing the refractory
Polygars and other local commanders, obedience and tran-
quillity were by no means established. And when that
active and useful partisan proposed to take the countryas
venter, and to become responsible, though for a small
revenue, from a vegion which hitherto had cost much and
yielded nothing; the offer wus not unwillingly embraced.
Mohammed Issoof, like other renters of India, had no
doubt an inclination to withhold if possible the sumn which
he engaged to pay out of the taxes which he was empow-
ered to collect : and, like other Governors, contemplated,
it is probable, from the very beginning, the chance of in-
dependence. It cannot, however, be denied, that the
enemies with whom hehad as yet been obliged to struggle
and who had heretofore rendered the country not onl):
unproductive, but burdensome, left him no revenue to pay:
Tt appears, accordingly, that none had ever been received.
Tor this failure, the Nabob and the Cormipany now pro-
coeded to inflict chastisement, and in the month of August,
1763, o combined army of natives and English marched to
Madura. Mohammed Issoof endeavoured by negotiation,
and the influence of those among the English whom hohad
rendered hie friends, to ward off the blow. But when he
found these offorts unavailing, he resolved to give himsgelf
the chance of a struggle in his own defence. He wus not
a raun of whom the subjugation was to be expected at an
ensy price, He bafiled all the offorts of the Nabob aud
tho Company, till the month of Qatober, 1764; when he
hnd already forced them to ox.pond a million sterling, and
1o ovdinary quentity of English blood; and without a

deed of trenchiory which placed his person in their hauds,
3 Mr. Pigot'’s Latter to the Nabob, August 18, 1703

|
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“situation. He sent back the agreement unsigned, with




ETWEEN THE NABOB AND TANJORE.

Undbefain how far he might have prolonged his re- BOOK1V.
Sitance, Among a body of French troops whom he had ,cHAP. VL.
Teceived from the Raja of Tanjore, was a person of the
name of Marchand, by whom he was seized and delivered
to%l; o ioms on which the interests of the Nabob and
of the Raja of Tanjore were liable to clash or to interfere,
became, through their jealousy and mutual l}qtred, a per-
petual source of contention. The treaty which had been
formed under the coercive authority of the English, had
defined the terms of their pecuniary relation: with the
usual want of foresight, every thing else was left vague
and disputable. The river Cavery, about six miles to the
north-west of Trichinopoly, is divided into two streams,
of which the northern takes the name of Coleroon, and,
by & course not far from direct, joins the sea at Devi-
Cotah, The southern branch, which retains the name of
Cavery, passes through the flat alluyial territory of Tan-
Jjore; and dividing itself into a great number of smaller
streams, overflows, and fructifies the country. But it so
happens that the two branches of this great river, after
flowing at some distance from one another, for a space of
about twenty miles, again approach, forming what is
oalled the island of Seringhara, and are only prevented by
a narrow neck. of land, which requires continual repairs,
from reuniting their streams, and falling down the channel
of the Celeroon to the ocean. The kingdomn of Tanjore
was thus in the highest degree interested 1n the preserva-
tion of the mound of the Cavery, upon the waters of
which its vegetative powers so greatly _dupeudud; and it
must have anciently been a powerful instrument of o~
ercion in the hands of the neighbouring kingdom of Tri-
chinopoly, within the tervitories of which it appears to
have been always included. y

The Nabob, as sovereign of Tilchinopoly, now assumed
authority over the mound of the (.‘.xf.very; and the dmput.o
between him and the Raja grew to importance. The Raja
endeavoured o make the reparation of the mound the
condition of paying the money which he owed by the
treaby ; and the President, after writing soveral letters to

e Nabob, appointsd p deputy to inquire into the subject
to make his reports. The rights in guestion were

VoL my, ' i
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1V. actually two. The first was the right of sovereignty in
. cmap. vi.. the mound ; the second was the right of having the mound
! preserved and repaired. The first, as no one disputed,
belonged to the Nabob. The second, if preseription and
equity constituted any title, as undeniably belonged to the
Raja. Ignorantly and awkwardly, and not without English
co-operation, they blended them together in one question;
and the dispute became interminable. Who had the right
of repairing the mound, was the subject about which they
. contended; the Nabob claiming it, as inherent in the
sovereignty; and the Raja as inherent: in the title which
he possessed to the waters of the Cavery. Unhappily, in
the right which, as sovereign, the Nabob claimed, of per-
mitting no one but himself to repair the mound, he
tacitly included the right of omitting all repairs whenever
he pleased. The Raja, who dreaded the consequences,
golicited an interview; and by making ample submission
and protestations, effected a temporary compromise, It
was not long, however, before he had again occasion to
complain ; and wrote the most pressing letters to Madras,
beseeching the Presidency to lay their commands upon
the Nabob for the repair of the mound. The Nabob
hardly disguised his intention of allowing it to be washed
away; alleging the wishes of his own people, “who, ont
account of the overflowing of the low grounds to the
eastward of Trichinopoly, desired the waters of the Cavery
to be turned into the channel of the Coleroon, The English
at last interfered, with a determination to prevail; and
the Nabob, but not before the month of January, 1765,
and with great reluctance, gave his consent, that the
mound of the Cavery should be repaired by the King' of
Tanjore.!

1765.

CHAPTER VIL

Reooild Administration of Clive—Company's Orders yes-
pecting the Private Trade disregarded.— Arrangements
with tho Vigir—With the Emptror—dcguisition of the
Dowannet—Lrivate Trade crected a Monopoly for the

1 Offolat Tapers in Rous's Appendix, Nos. vi. x. xii. 2lli,
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it of the superior Servam.——-l?cduf:tion of the Mili- BOOK IV.
Yry Allowances.—Its effacts—Clive resigns, and Verelst onar.vm.
8uceeeds— Proceedings in En_glam% relative to the Rate of o
Dividend on Company's .Stoo/c.——Fmanolal Difficulties.—~ 765,
| Verelst resigns, and Cartier succeeds.

ether with Mr. Sumner and Mr, Sykes,

' 0513 gﬂﬁﬁpmied him from England, and were
two of the persons empowered to form the Select Com-
Mittes arrived at Caleutta, on the 3d of May, 1765. ; The
two other persons of whom that extraordinary machine of
government was to be composed, were absent ; General
: Carnac, beyond the confines of the province of Bahar, with
the army ; and Mr, Verelst, at the distant settlement of
Chittagong. For as much as the disturbances, which
guided the resolyes of the Company, when they decreed
that such a new organ of government should exist, were

now removed ; and for as much as the Select Committee
were empowered to exercise their extraordinary powers

for so long a time only as those disturbances should
rerain ; it was a question, whether they were entitled to
form themselves into a governing body ; but a question of
which they speedily disposed.!. On the 7th of May, ex-
actly four days after their arrival, Lord Clive, and the two
gentlemen who accompanied him, assembled : and without
waiting for communication with the rest of the destined
members declared the Select Committee formed ;2 assumed

the whole powers of government eivil and military ; and
‘administered to themselves and their secretaries an outh
d;‘;geg;ut corruption which they represented as pre-
vailing in the government, and tmu,tmg to a prodigions

» degree the conduct of the Company’s servants, was the

| foundation on which they placed fhe necessity for the
establishment of the Committee. The picture which they

| dvew of these corruptions exhibited, it is true, the most

v * said Clive (in his oh in the House of
‘ Qoo “rr‘n‘“ '%)Bcﬂsfmf:mud the powers givmcm 50 foasely and
‘ . that thiey wore immediately contested by thio Counell. I
‘ tn)x;;:ﬂ liowever, 1o put the most extensive construction upon them,
! 6 | was (letermined to 4o my duty to my country. N

e Wewo," and to ono Of these at least, General Garnae, Lor

‘ Citvy 'mg:““}omom' of hisafrival. There was no oceasion o walt for his
1

or ghug of Verelst. Life of Clive, il BI8.—W.
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- hideous and the most disgusting features. But the impar-
tial judge will probably find, that the interest of the Com-
mittee to make out the appearance of a strong necessity
for investing themselves with extraordinary powers, after
the original cause for them had ceased to exist, had semé
influence on their delineations. In the letter, addressed
to the Committee, with which Tord Clive opened their
proceedings, on the 7th of May, « A very few days” ho
says, “are elapsed since cur arrival ; and yet, if we con-
sider what has already come to our knowledge, we cannob
hesitate a moment upon the necessity of assuming the
power that is in us of conducting, as a Select Committee,
the affairs both civil and military of this settlement
‘What do we liear of, what do we see, but amarchy, con-
fusion, and, what is worse, an almost general corruption:
Happy, I am sure, you would have been, as well as myself,
had the late conduct of affairs been so irveproachable as t0
have permitted thern still to continue in the hunds of the
Governor and Council”  Yet one would imagine that four
days afforded not a very ample space for collecting a satis-
fuctory body of evidence on so extensive a field,! especially
if we must believe the noble declarer, that the determing-
tion to whioch it led was a disagreeable one.

“Three paths,” observed his Lordship, when afterwards
defending himself, “ were before me. 1. One was strewed
with sbundance of fair advantages. T might have put my-
gelf at the head of the government as I found it, T might
have encouraged the resolution which the gentleren had
taken not to execute the new covenants which prohibited
the receipt of presents : and, although [ had executed the
covenants myself, I might have contrived to return to
Bugland with an immense fortune, infamously added to
the one before honourably obtained. 2. Finding my
powoers disputed, I might in despair heve given up the
coramonwealth, and have left Bengal without meking an
effort to suve it. Such a conduct would bave been deemed
the effect of folly and cowardice. 3. The third path was
intricate. Dangers and diffioulties were on every side.
But T resolved to plursue it. In short, I was detormined

T Mast of the Evidense wad supplied in the minutes and praceadings of the
mm‘m?; nwch wan farnlshedl by the avowal of the partics thenuslves:
A, 1, 299, - W,
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540y duty to the public, although I should incur the BOOK IV.
of the whole settlement. The welfare of the Com- CHTAP. VIL

\ Pany required a vigorous esertion, and I took the resolution 1762
{ 0 " ' ELEY .
5 cleansing the Augean Stable. .
| Another circumstance deserves to be mentioned, of
Which Lord Clive takes no notice in his spe'ech, though on
Other ogcasions it is not forgotten ; that without the for-
Mation of the Select Committee, he would, as Governor,
have enjoyed only a shadow, or at best a small fragment of
Power, In his letter to the Directors, dated the 20th of
February, in which he describes the transactions of the
first five months of his new administration, he says, “ The
gentlemen in Council of late years at Bengal, seem to have
been actuated, in every consultation, by a very obstinate
and mischievous spirit. The office of Governor has heen
in a manner hunted down, stripped of its dignity, and then
divided into sixteen shaves’—the number of persons of
whom the board consisted. ¢ Two puths,” he obgserves, in
nearly the same language as was afterwards used in his
8peech, “were evidently open to me : the one smooth, and
strewed with abundance of rich advantages that might
easily be picked up ; the other untrodden, and every step

. opposed with obstacles. I might have taken charge of the
Bovernment upon the same footing on which 1 found it ;
that is, T might have enjoyed the name of Governor, and
have su L the honour, importance, and dignity of tho
post to continue in their state of annibilation. 1 might
have contented myself as others had before me, with being

a cipher; or, wha}: is little hetter, the first among sixteen
equals: and I might have allowed this passive conduct to
be attended with the usual douceur of sharing lavgely with
the rest of the gentlemen in all donations, perquisites, &e,,
<o from the absolute governmeud and disposal of all
aﬁu’gin the revenues of this opulent kingdom ; by which

_[ es I might soon have acquired an immense addition to

| mcmii +tune, notwithstanding the obligations in the new
(i ts - for the manwho can so easily get over the bar
o¥vemm. ence as to receive presents after the exvention of
:h:ons:’lm nob scruple to make use of any evasions that
mum’ rotect him from the consequences. The settlement,

in g,ﬁ,m, would thus have been my friends, and only the

1 Bpeéch, ut supra, p, 4.
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atives of the country my ememies.” It deserves to be
.otiar. vir. remarked, as twice declared by this celebrated Governot,
—— that the covenants against the receipt of presents afforded
1765.  no effectual security, and might be violated, by the con-
nivance and participation of the presiding individuals, to
any amount. It follows, as a pretty necessary consequence,
that independent of that connivance they might in many

instances be violated to a considerable amount.!

The language in which Clive describes the corruption of
the Company’s government and the conduct of their
servants, at this era, ought to he received with caution ;
and, doubtless, with considerable deductions ; though it is
an historical document, or rather a matter of fact, sin-
gularly curious and important. “ Upon my arrival,” he
tells the Directors, “ I am sorry to say, I found your affairs
in a condition so nearly desperate, as would have alarmed
any sct of men, whose sense of honour and duty to their
employers had not been estranged by the too-eager pursuit
of their own immediate advantages. The sudden, and
among many, the unwarrantable acquisition of riches, had
introduced luxury in every shape, and in its most p‘eis-
nicious excess. These two enormous evils went hand in
hand together through the whole presidency, infecting
almost every member of each department. Every inferjior
seemed to have grasped abt wealth, that he might be
enabled to assume that spirit of profusion, which was now
the only distinction between him and his superior, Thus
all distinction ceased ; and every rank became, in g manner,
upon an equality. Nor was this the end of the mischief:
for a contest of such a nature among our servants neces-
garily destroyed all proportion between their wants and
the honest means of satisfying them. In a country where
money is plenty, where fear is the principle of government,
and whore your arms are ever victorious, it is ne wonder
that the lust of riches should readily embrace the prof-
fered means of its gratification, or that the instruments of
your power should avail themselves of their authority,

1 Tl canclualon in Iy justificd by the premiacs. Clive, in te 11
instance, intimates l\hnhaml'yﬁ‘z have done What had Loen aledwdy done ﬁ

delay ihe of the uittil Jiis own forisine ta
Teon snade, aod i tho second case hie asserts that an individsod who violated

thie cavensnta would be ready to nrge any es vhatevor in mitigation of the
mﬂnbm.ml;l’: £LVEs o Nw.l‘t“t':' to fufr that In eltlier case & breacl of the
cow ted punjty.—W.
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even to extortion in those cases W}xere simple B .
Gorrapifich could not keep pace with their rapacity. omAr. vil
Examples of this sort, set by superiors, could ] not fail
of being followed in & proportionable degree by n}fgnors.
The evil was contagious, and spread among the civil and
military, down to the writer, the ensign, and the free mer-
chant”1 The language of thfa Directors held pace with
that of the Governor. In their answer to the letter from
which this extract is taken, they say, « ?Ve have the
strongest sense of the deplorable state to which our affairs
were on the point of being reduced, from the corruption
and rapacity of our servants, and the universal depravity
of manners throughout the settlement. The general re-
laxation of all discipline and obedience, both military and
ciyil, was hastily tending to a dissolution of all government.
Our letter to the Select Committee expresses our sen-
timents of what has been obtained by way of donation ;
and to that we must add, that we think the vast fortunes
acquired in the inland trade have been obtained by a series
of the most tyrannic and oppressive conduct that ever was
kunown in any age or country.”®

The letters from the Cowrt of Directors, commanding
the immediate and total abandonment of the inland trade,
and the execution of the new covenants against the receipt
of presents, had arrived on the 24th of January, 1765, pre-
vious to the formation of the treaty with Nujum-ad-dowla.

Yet o far was the inland trade from being abandoned, that
the unlimited exercise of it, free frow all dutios except two
and a half per cent. upon the article of salt, and along with
that unlimited exercise, the prohibitibn, or what amounted

1765.

yd Caleutta, 80th September, 1765, from Lovd Clive to the
: ‘-[{Bé:c{)'ir:g&m. Third Report of Committen, 1772, Appendix, No. 73. In
ter of the same date from the Select Committoe, which was marely
the let lelter from Clive, by whose nod thi Sther Members of the Committse
another f‘crned thoy express themselves Wund * to lay open to the view of
were gmt o u'ser‘l?’ of transactions too Motoriously known th be suppressed,
tho Direo ﬁ!ecm‘ to their interest, to the nationd) character, and to the ex-
and o0 A £ the Company in_Beugal, to escape wnnoticed and unegnsured ;—
istence ‘1’ 15 wiiieh seem o demonstrate that every gpring of this government
transaction A with corruption; thiat principlos of rapacity and appression
b4 Sm':?r'm revatled, and that every spavk of sontiment gud pubile spirit
:_‘“""l‘;!::l Y R estinguished in tho uubounded inst of wnmerifed wealth"
ws :
h. App. No.80.—5 el s ¢t M-fonnded, \fest from the
i 1 \arges wers not foended, 48
m}:mz:u“:rr“ ‘..ﬁicﬂ“ :m:ed n Vansittart's Narrative, and from dohnstone's

ettor Proprietors, London, 1796, —W,
h of himsel! in hip Lettor to the Propr
“Mﬂ. ut suprs, Appendix, No. 7.
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ciAp. vir. pressive duties, from which the English were exempt, had

1765.

been inserted, as leading articles, in the treaty. Again, as
to what regarded the covenants, not only had presents,
upon the accession of Nujum-ad-dowla been received, with
unabated alacrity, in defiance of them ; but they remained
unexecuted to that very hour. The Committee of the
House of Commons could not discover from the records
that the Glovernor had somuch as brought them under the
consultation of the Council Board ;! and it is certain that
no notice whatsoever had been communicated to the other
servants of the Company, that any such engagements were
required.

The execution of the covenants, as a very easy and simple
transaction, was one of the earliest of the measures of the
Committee. They were signed, first by the Members of
the Council, and the servants on the spot ; and afterwards
transmitted to the armies and factories, where they were
immediately executed by everybody ; with one remarkable
exception. Ceneral Carnac, when they arrived, distributed
them to his officers, among whom the signature inet with
no evasion. Bubt General Carnac himself, on the pretence
that they were dated several months previous to the time
at which intimation of them was conveyed to him, forbore
privately to execute his own. A few weeks afterwards,
upon his return to Calcutta, he signed it, indeed, without
any seruple ; but, in the interval, he had received a present
of two lacks of rupees from the reduced and impoverighed
Emperor?

1 In a letter of Clive to General Carnae, of the 6th May, he says the Couneil
had 166t Lo the Committes the getting the covenants signed, which they say
i of such conpbquénce, that they cannot think of settling anything final about
them unill Lord Clive's arrival” Life of Clive. Jolmstone, one of the
Conncll, and an detive agent in the whole business of the presity, gives &
Tathor dIfforelit S0s0unE, Tt 1 true,” lig anys, * (e coveants hnd arrived
Bature the desth of Meer Saffler, who was not at that tinie tlmuﬁm fo be In

y danger of AyTag | I was ol 8t the Counell when they arcived, wor ab sy

Wi after, (1) 1 was oalled down fo assist thelr deliberation npon the

f the Nllig(ﬂ.l'l deuth, The eovenmits never ware offered to n’::, .Mt'-'sg{
s
nst
B

Ty could not e bound Ly covenants which I mot only aid not M&
Never was otbn required to wlgn.  { lsve heard feom the gentl
Coutiel), that their reason for not shgring the covenants was, that
tion sypeared to them o now abd extrmordimry, and seemed
T
rﬂaﬁ olinstone’s Lottor to the .ym ) 68, —W,

! y atated.

i, that they Al prapose o send home a renansranes
it Fonsony for Judgtng th

0 Tegalation nnexpudi
tors

i

Ol
'ﬁm tenrisetion 14 ot accucatdly stated. General Carae’s objection to
rlgn thie covenant was perfoelly reasonable. As it would Nave bound him to



the arrival of Clive ; and being exceedingly displeased with cmwar. Vit
restraints imposed upon him, presented a Iett?r of com-~ s
plaints, Mohammed Reza Khan, wl}ose' appointment to G
office of Naib Subah was the most offensive to the Nabob
of all the hard conditions to which he had baez.a oompel_lcd
to submit, had given presents on account of his elevation
to the amount of nearly twenty lac'k's of rupees. There
was nothing, in this, unusual or surprising ; but the N abpb,
who was eager to obtain the ground of an accusation

inst a man whose person and office were alike odious
to him, complained of it as o dilapidation of his treasury.
The servants of the Company, among whom the principal
part of the money was distributed, were those who had
the most strongly contested the authority of Clive's
Committee ; and they seem to have excited, by that oppo-
sition, @ very warm resentment, The accusation was
treated as a matter of great and serious importance. Some
of the native officers engaged in the negotiation of the
presents, though required only for the purpose of evidence,
were put under arrest. A formal investigation was insti-
tuted. It was alleged that threats had been used to extort
the gifts. And the Committee pronounced certain facts
to be proved ; but in their great forbearance reserved the
decision to the Court of Directors. The servants, whose
conduct was avraigned, solemnly denied the charge of using
terror or force; and it is true that their declaration was
opposed by only the testimony of & fow natives, whose
veracity is always questionable when they have the
smallest interest to depart from the truth:' who in the

Y luw of which Ne did et know the existence, and which
g“ 011,’;?;‘:‘::: &rnl‘:‘md unwittingly, having Between the date of the covenant
o its resching him, avowedly recéived »‘mem of 70,000 rugiess from tho
:l“ulwnm. Singi,  There was 10 intention 6f ovading Its prospective oparation,
he | l.un'nl ywas short before he did it, andl the General doolured fn his
e Ao 1 hofore the Committee of the House, thas from the moment e was
nﬂ“:“mnn yisod .;[ (e Colnpany’s pleasuee on the subject, he tonsiderad
pub a1l adually bowmd by the covénant, whether he signed & or not. With
hlm”red (oqlhe swo lacks Of Ynpees, said to have Leen recelvod by him from the
King, after ho new of the covenants, the charge Is untrup. . General Carnac
decl ned aoco: ting it without the pormission of the Gowvernor and Oounell, to
Whom, therefore, the King wrote to request that thelr prrmlssion mvﬁlll be
granied. The Counoll referced it to the Court of Direotors, and if fhwil
Tacelyed, thorefore, (t was with their approbation, Appen. 8rd Report, 1773,
»

- W e §y 1ikle veasan to question the verneliy of el min ax Molinmiied
Mu:.‘:zusﬁ'a and other nativea of respectability, who gavo evidence {n
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“present case were not examined upon oath ; were deeply
- interested in finding an apology for their own conduct, and

had an exquisite feeling of the sentiments which prevailed
towards the persons whom they accused in the breasts of
those who now wielded the sceptre. There seems not, in
reality, to have been any difference in the applications for
presents on this and on former occasions, except perhaps
in gome little ceremoniousness of manner. A significant
expression escapes from Verelst, who was an actor in the
scene ; “ Mohammed Reza Khan,” he says, “affirms that
these sums were not voluntarily given. This the English
gentlemen deny. Perhaps the reader, who considers the
increased power of the English, may regard this as a verbaZ
dispute.”?

On the 25th of June Lord Clive departed from Calcutta,
on a progress up the country, for the purpose of forming a
new arrangement with the Nabob for the government of
the provinces, and of concluding a treaty of peace with
Suja-ad-dowla the Vizir,

The first negotiation was of easy management. What-
ever the Committee were pleased to command, Nujum-ad-
dowla was constrained to obey. The whole of the power
regerved to the Nabob, and lodged with the Nail Subah,
was too great, they said, to be deposited in a single hand ;
they resolved, therefore, to associate the Raja Dooloob
Ram, and Juggut Seet, the Hindu banker, with Mohammed
Reza Khan, in the superintendence of the Nabob's affairs.
To preserve concord among these colleagues, it was deter-
minated to employ the vigilant control of a servant of the
Company, resident upon the spot. The Nabob was also
now required to resign the whole of the revenues, and to
make over the management of the Subahdaree, with every
advantage arising from if, to the Company ; by whom ai
annual pension of fifty lacks of rupees, subject to the

the present transaction, and who had less fndncement to depart from ":‘_’
frath than the Kuropeans, who were porsonally interested, The pstné

ference 14 presently admilted In the signiflcancy attached to the words AWGee
from Verslst, The contictin a.uonffynn were & mere varbal i lll!v#g;f,'h
Envopoand, it 14 tfue, Ad not enploy force to compel tie don olr ox-

they recoived ; bul there can be po doubt that they did intimhte
tlony, aud that the young Nabob, and his advisors, dared 0¥ fiz

ol . lie pums

Y Verelnt's View of the English Government in Bongal, p- 80, Fort

m. and the rate they bora to the siume receved by ugo snanagers of the
i revolutions, sed the § ding table, 1. 360,

ng
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efit of their three nominees, were to be allowed BOOK IV.
to himself. The final arrangement of these terms was ocmAr. VI
notified to the Committee on the 28th of July, by a letter
despatched from Moorshedabad, whence, a few days before,

ive on his journey.
Chﬁehig;ofzg]iiosecut:d the advantages gaiqed over
the Vizir; and ab this time had penetrated far into t.he
torritories of Oude. The arrangement, however, whl_ch
had been concluded with the Emperor, and in conformity
with which the English were to receive the Ga_uz.eepore
country for themselves, and to bestow the dominions of
Suja-ad-dowla on the Emperor, had been severely con-
demned by the Court of Directors. They denounced it,
not ouly as & violation of their repeated instructions and
commands not to extend the dominions of the Company 3
but as in itself an impolitic engagement ; full of burden,
bu.t destitute of profitd Lord Clive, and, what is the same
thing, Lord Clive’s Committee, professed a deep eonvic-
tion of the wisdom of that policy (the limitation of domi-
nion) which the Directors preseribed;? declaring, “that
an influence maintained by force of arms was destructive
of that comumercial spirit which the servants of the Com-
pany ought to promote ; oppressive to the country, aud
ruinous to the Compuny ; whose military expenses had
hithierto rendered fruitless their extraordinary success, and
even the cession of rich provinces.s

After the buttle of Buxar, the Visir, who no longer con-
gidered his own dominions secure, had sent his women
and treasures to Bareily, the strong fort of a Rohilla oh.'int‘;
and, having gained as much time as possible by'nogntiatmus
with the English, endeatoured to obbain assistance from
(hazi-ad-din Khan, from the Rolilla chiefs, and a body of
Mahrattas, who were ab that time under Mulhar Rov:v, in
the vicinity of Gualior. The Mahraitas, uud. (hazi-ad-
din Khan, with a handful of followers, the wiserable re-

1 See thie Letiors to Dengal, _\tlated 24th Dee. 1706, and 195 Feb, 1766, in
hird Report.

u‘s ’éﬁ‘v’f"'s'f"‘ui? l(::‘:e-rr to the Directors, dated 30th Sept. 1766, says, “* My ro~
salution \'vu. and my hopes will always be, to cnnﬂ.m: our aselstance, Our con-
quinst, and our possdssions, to Bengal, Bahar, and Orixp: to go further iy, in
my nrf)mlon, & seheme so extravagantly smbitious and absurd, that no go-
v and council in thelr sanses £an ever adopt it, unless the whole sohoine
mg ‘Company's interest be first entirely new modelled.”
A Tighenerion from the Select Coinmittee to the President, dated 21st June,
1968; and their Lotter to General Carnac, dated Ist July,
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mains of his former power, had, in reality, joined him.
omar. vir. But the Rohillas had amused him with only deceitful pro-
mises : and he had been abandoned even by Smmroo ; whe,

1765, with a body of about 300 Europeans of various nations,
and a few thousand Sepoys, was negotiating for service
with the Jaats.

The English had detached two battalions of Sepoys,
which took possession of Lucknow, the capital of Oude,
and made an attempt upon the fortres of Chunar, the
strength of which enabled the garrison to make a succesfal
resistance ; when the preparations of Suja-ad-dowla induced
Sir Robert Fletcher, on whom, till the arrival of Carnae,
after the departure of Sir Hector Munro, the command of
the troops had devolved, to endeavour to anticipate thab
Nabob by taking the important fortress of Allahabad.
Nujuf Khan, as a partisan of the Emperor, had joined the
English with bis followers fromn Bundeleund, and being
well acquainted with the fortress, pointed out the weakest
part. It was speedily breached ; and the garrison, too i
resolute to brave o storm, immediately surrendered. Soon
after this event Genéral Carnac arrived, and took the
command of the army. Tho situation of the enemy which
rendered their designs uncertain, puzzled, for a time, the
Genoral ; who over-estimated their strength, and was
afraid of leaving the frontiers exposed. Having received
undoubted intelligence that the ememy had begun to
march on the Corah road ; and suspecting that an attack
was designed upon Sir Robert Fletcher, who commanded &
separate corps in the same direction he made sdme forced
marches to offect a junction with that commander ; and,
having joined him, advanced with united forces towards
the enemy. On the 8d of May a battle was fought in the
neighbourhood of Corah ; or rather a skirmish, for, by the
absence of the Rehillas, and the weakness of (thazi-ad-din
Khan, the foree of the Vizir was inconsiderable, and be
was still intimidated by remembrance of Buxar. The
Muhrattas, on whom he chiofly depended, were m
dispersed by the English artillery. The Vigir sepa
fiora them ; and they vetived with precipitation t0 it
the Fumus,  Obsorviug the Buglish to remit (he pursul
in order to watch the Vigir, who made no attompt *"'" Ja
hin allios, they ventured o seoond offort to enter Covah,




NGEMENT WITH THE EMPEROR. ES

“eir incursions the General resolved to drive B

heyond the Jumma ; crossed that rive; on f,he 22d ; cmap. vIL
dislodged them from their post on the opposite side ; and
obliged them to rotire to the hills. 1763.

The Vizir impelled, on the one side by the desperate
state of his affairs, on the other by hopes of moderate
treatment from the English, resolved ta thx:ow hlmse.lf
entirely upon their generosity, by placing his person in
their hands. On the 19th of May, General Carnac ;ecexv.ed,
written by the N abob with his own hand, a letter, in which
he informed that officer that he was on his way to meet
him, The General received him with the highest marks
of distinetion ; and all parties recommended a delicate and
Jiberal treatment. The final settlement of the terms of
pacification was reserved for the presence of Clive. Asit
was unanimously agreed, that it would cost the Company
more to defend the Country of the Vizir, than it would
yield in revenue ; that Suja-ad-dowla was more capable of
defending it than the Emperor, to whom it had been for-
merly promised, or than any other chief who could be set
up; and that in the hands of the Vizir it might form a
barrier against the Mahrattas and Afghans ; it was deter-
mined to restore to him the whole of his dominions, with
the exception of Allahabad and Carah, which were to be
reserved to the Emperor.

When the first conference was held with the Vizironthe
2ud of Angust, he strongly expressed his gratitude for the
extent of dominion which his songuerors wers willing to
restore ; and readily agreed to the payment of fifty lacks of
rupees demanded in compensation for the expensos ()f‘ the
war: but, when it was proposed to himm to permit the
Euglish to trade, free from dudies, and erect factories in
his dominions, he represented o earnestly the abuses
swhich, under the name of tuile, the Company's servants
and their agents had perpetrated in the provinces of
Bengal, Bahar, and Orissa ; and expressed with so much
vohomenoe his “pprehcnsiun of disputos,.mnl the impos
sibility they would create of l.oug preserving the blessings
of peace, that Clive agreed, in the terms of the treaty,
%0 omil the very nanies of trade and factories. J

© Tho Raja Bulwant Sing, who held, ag dependencios of
#ha Subah of Onde, the Zemindarees of Banwres and Gen-
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zeepore, had joined the English and rendered important
. service, in the late wars against the Vizir. It was, there-

fore, incumbent upon them to yield him protection against
the resentment of a chief whose power he could not resist. |
The Vizir bound himself not to molest the Raja in the
possession of his former dominions; and the Raja was
held bound to pay him the same tribute as before.
The Vizir and the English engaged to afford assistance,
each to the other, in case the territory of the other was
invaded ; and the Vizir engaged neverto harbour or employ
Meer Casim or Sumroo.

The business with the Emperor was the next subject of
negoeiation which claimed the exertions of Clive. Of the
sunual tribute to the Emperor, contracted for in the
names of Meor Jaffior, Meer Casim, and Nujum-ad-dowla,
ws the imperial revenue from Bengal, Bahar, and Orissa,
thirty lacks were unpaid. Of this debt, the indigent, so-
veroign was frankly and definitively told, that not g single
rupee would ever be given him. The sum which bad, under
the English authority, been assigned as the share due to
him of the revenue of these provinces, was twenty-six
lacks of rupees in money, and jaghires or land to the an-
nual amount of five lacks and a half. The jaglires, it was
now 1aade known to him, he must henceforth renounce,
He expressed warmth, and even resentment, upon the
hardness of these arbitrary conditions ; but the necessitios
of the humbled monarch left him without means of relief.
The tywenty-six lacks of rupees were continued as his por-
tion of the revenues ; and he was put in possession of
the countries of Corah and Allahabad. On his part was re-
quired the imperial grant of the dewannee, or collec_hon
and receipt of the revenues, in Bengal, Bahar, and Orisss.
The phirmaun of the dewannee, which marks one of the most
conspicuous eras in the history of the Company, 00“"““‘"{1"_
ing them masters of so great an empire; in name and in
respongibility, as well as in power,' was dated the ]2;1:; day
of A 1765, Along with the dewannce was ro
of bhﬂ“z’peror his impgoria.l confirmation of oll the tarri-
tory which the Uompany possessed throughout to n

of the ostenible ehange;
g,-'g‘:f;‘:ﬁ:&?‘.’ﬂ‘;’ft'ﬁ:&.’m“\%’&’.“’a:’:::.'.;”""m: Jompany s laviog
Samm into the pigos of e cofiatey gpryiect, by W ook

of W dawani Fourih fepurt, Coimittee of Secreey
(& 1778 dix, No. 38,
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< 1l empire. Among these confirmations BOOK 1V.
»%% (nirggtltstfazglthe jaghire of Lord Clive; a possession, cmAp. VIL
the dispute about which that powerful servant had com- e
Prommised before his departure from England, by yielding 0%
e reversion to the Company, after ten years’ payment, if
80 1 live. o
I:If&]: ai1,_:,}':?:eﬂcr.tourse of this aummbf' that, in pursuance
of the terms of the treaty concluded in Europe between
the English and the French, the settlemfmts of that na-
tion ap Chandernagor and other places in Bengal, were
res(’;;;lrzg; 7th of September, Lord Clive resumed his seat
in the Select Committee ; in which the urgent questions
respecting the inland trade now constituted the grand
subject of consultation. The Company’s letter of the 8th
of February, 1764, completely prohibiting the inland trade
of their servants, was taken into consideration by the
board, on the 17th of October, in the same year. And it
was resolved that all the branches of that trade, which it
was worth while to carry on, should still be steadfastly
retained ; but that proper respect should be shown to the
commands of their masters; and what was of né value to
keep should be immediatoly and completely resigned.
The grand articles of the interior trade of Bengal were
salt, betel-nut, and tobacco ; of which salt was oub of all
proportion the most important. Tobaceo in particular,
was so inconsiderabile, that fow, if any, of the Company’s
gervauts had engaged in it. The debermination was, to
give up the tobmceo, preserving and seouring the betel-
nub and the salt. It must not, howevar, be forgotten that
an order was now issued, prohibiting 1he practice of foro-
ing the natives to buy and sell at any price which the
Company's servants thought proper to com.ma:nd.
On the 1st of June, 1764, a letker was written by the
Court of Directors, in consequetice of the resplution of
the Court of Proprietors, Fhat the letter of tho‘sth of
Pebruary should be reconsidered. In this, the Directors
daclared, that the terms imposed upon Meer Cnsim for the
regulation of the private trade in the interior,  appeared
to them so injurious to the Nabob and the natives, that
- ey could not, in the very nabure of them, tend to any
Ming Yt the produciug general heart-burning and dis-
isfiction s that the orders, therefore, in their letter of

o4
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7/ the 8th of February should remain in force until a more
ciar vir equitable and satisfactory plan could be formed and
adopted ; and, as it was impossible for them to frame such
1765. g plan at home, destitute as they were of the informations
and lights necessary to guide them in settling such an
important affair—the Committee were therefore ordered,
as soon after the receipt of this letter as might be con-
venient, to consult the Nabobasto the manner of carrying
on the inland trade, and thereupon to form a proper and
equitable plan for that purpose, and transmit the same to
the Directors, accompanied by such explanations, observa- |
tions, and remarks, as might enable them to give their
sentiments and directions thereupon in a full and explicib
mauner :—And in doing this, as before observed, they
were to have a particular regard to the interest and entire
satisfaction of the Nabob.” It was agreed, in general con~
sultation at Fort William, on the 26th of January, 1765,
to defer all proceedings on this order, till the arrival of
Lord Clive ; and in the mean time, in defiance of hoth
letters, the course of the inland trade rvemained undig-
turbed.

One important circumstance in the letter of the 1st of
June, the Directors themselves interpreted one way ; their
servants in India chose to interpret another. The servants
inferred that the letter empowered them not only to eop-
trive a plan, but also to put it in practice. Tt was main-
tained on the other hand, that the letter only authorized
them to devise a plan, and travsmit the account of it to
the Directors. The letter, as usual, was vague and am-
biguous ; and those who had to act upon it, ab 80 vast o
distance, preferred, as might have been expected, the in-
terpretation which best suited their own interests.

1t is worthy of particular remark, that Lord Clive, as
he declares to the Directors themselves,t framed the plan
whioh was afterwards adopted, during his voyage 4o Indin.
But, as he could not then have any lights which he had
not in England, he might, unless he had determined not
to be governed by the Directors, have opened to them his
project before he departed ; and have allowed to his mas-
tera the privilege of deciding.

It is not loss worthy of vemark, that Clive and the
other Members of the Seleot Committee—Carnac ex-

1 in lils Letter, dated Caleatts, 15t February, 1766,




tiesiof galp ; that all the purchases were made during the
tonth of Jupe, and that in nine months the parties
realized g profit, including interest, of about forty-five per
cent, In apology for Clive, it was stated, that he brought
oub with him three gentlemen from England, Mr. Strachey,
his secretary ; Mr. Maskelyne, an old friend and fellow-
servant of the Company ; and Mr. Ingham, his surgeon ;
and that for the sake of making a fortune to them he
engaged in that suspicious transaction. If a proceeding,
however, is in its own nature shameful, there is but little
saved, when the emolument is only made to go into the
pocket of a connexion,!

On the 10th of August, after these purchases had for
some time been completed, and after certain inquiries had
been ms.fle respecting the usual prices of salt in different
places ; it was resolved, in a Select Committes composed
of ouly Mr, Sumner and Mz, Verelst, That a monopoly
should be formed of the trade in salt, betel-nut, and to-
bnccoe to be carried on exclusively for the benefit of the
Superior servants of the Company. After several consul-
tations, the following rules were adopted : That, deducting
a duty to the Company, computed to produce 100,0007,
per annum, the profits should be divided among three
classes of proprietors : That, in the first class, should be
allowed—to the governor, five shares: to the second in
council, three shares; to the 8 1, three sh ; tom
gentlemon of council, each two shares : two eolonels, each
two shares—in all thirty-five: That, in the second class,
consisting of one chaplain, fourteen senior merchants, and
three lieutenant-colonels, in all eighteen persons, two-
thirds of one shave should be granted to each, or twelve
shards to the whole : In the third class, consisting of thir-
toen factors, four majors, four first surgeons at the presi-
deney, two first surgeons ab the atmy, one secretary to the
couneil, one sub-accountant, one Persian traunslapor, and
s wan nckhing * shasetil I S0 Bt of Mo de iy ang
Sponty, as the only {:uslicnblc expedient of providing for the indisputable
Tiovesslty of giving liberal pay 10 Tespolisible officors, whilst dopriving thom

™ tunity of rannnarating themselves, and whilst the oaly legiii-
:% et of publie recampensc, the public’ traasury was yet utopened.

VoL, 11, u

e beginning of June, for buying up large quanti- cuap, viL

1765.



or nine shares to the whole: That a committee of four,
empowered to make by-laws, borrow money, and determine
the amount of capital, should be appointed for the entire
management of the concern : that the purchases should
be made by contract : That the goods should he conveyed

by the agents of the association to certain fixed places,

and there gold to the native merchants and retailers at

established and invariable prices: That the exclusive .
power of making those purchases should be ensured to
the association for one year: And that European agents

should be allowed to conduct the business of the society
in different parts of the country.

In defence of this scheme, it was urged, that by the
prohibition of presents, and the growing share of the ex-
port and import trade engrossed by the Company’s invest-
ment, the pay of their servants was reduced to the means
of a bare subsistence ;) that besides the havdship of this
policy, the wisdom was very defective, since it was absurd
to suppose that men deprived of the means of enriching
themselves by legitimate, would abstain from illegitimateo

means, when placed to a boundless extent in theip Power j J

that & too rapid enriching of their servants, by o
them to hurry to England, and leaving none but inex;l)-:ag-
rienced youths to conduct their aftairs, was riinous 4o
their interests ; and that, by the admirable arrangements

of the trade society, a proper fortune was secured to these
who had attained a certain station in the serviee, without
ineurring the danger of sending them home enriched at
too early a period.

Upon these arguments; one reflection cannot he with-
hald, because the occasions for its application are exeeed-

11t was wholly inndequate as @ medns of subsistende. Jnhmtono. o vin-
dication of the unwillingness of the Cowel) to sigh the Co¥enants, vory mirly
urges the fusufcioncy of the salarios of the Company’s servanis . the allow-
anve of & counclllor, e wilies, is not more than 2504, of & factar, 1407, of &
WEILOr, #e Intely inercased 1304 ; but the rent of & yery mdmu:eqt house in
Onloutta, is 2004, nparly the whole of even n conncllior's falary. ' Lautter to
the Proprietors,  So Cilee, In his Speech to the House of Qompmany, observes,
“the saltry of u conuciller Is 1 think searcely 300L yor anpym, and ft i5
wall knbwn that he cantiot live in that eountry for less tiun .00/ Ll
100 As long us the saddries of the eivil and military services loft thil Com-

V' Servants tostarve, it was monatrons (0 expoct thay they would not yse

¢ power they possussed of providing for their own necesslties, audifux
something more W,
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¥ " one sub-export-wareliouse-keeper, in all twenty-seven per-
. sons, one-third of a share should be distributed to each,

el tonitl s des 30 2
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AY NO SECURITY FOR PURE SERVICE.

e

by deriving large emoluments from an office, the person
Who holds it will be less cager to grasp alseyaalawhs
eins which are within his reach. The avidity for more is
not in general diminished by the amount of what 18 pos-
scssed. A trifling sum will doubtless lose something of
its apparent magnitude in the eye of a man of wealth ;
but the vast sums arve those alone wln.ch are of much
importance ; and they, we find, are as resistless a tempta-
tion to the rich as to the poor. The prevalence of the
idea that satiating the servants of the public with wealth
is a secret for rendering them honest, only proves how
little the art of government has horrowed as yet from the
science of human nature. If, with immense emoluments,
a door is left open to misconduct, the misconduct is but
the more ensured ; because the power of the offender
affords him a shield against both popular contempt and
legal chastisement. If the servants of the Company, as
Clive and his Committee so positively affirmed, had it in
their power, and in their inclination, to pillage and em-
beazle, when their incomes were small, the mere enlarge-
ment of their incomes would add to the power, and could
not much detract from the inelination.!

At the time of these proceedings, the Select Committee
were doprived of the shelter even of an ambiguous ex-
pression; and knew that they were acting in express
defiance of the wishes and commands of their supsriors.
Under date the 15th of February, 1765, the Dir ..g
written in the following terms : “In our letters of the 8t
February, and 1st June last, we gave our sentiments and
divections very fully in respect to the inland trade of

i fon 1 ounded upon so careful & consideration of haman

o mﬂec'i:‘tmhfvl;og‘en expMEd from gl anthor. Although cases of
il m‘ ity may from time to time eceur, yet in general 4 man who
g r‘xlu; da 5\1: means ol securing, at #o very remate period, & ninderate
'a?' i m? mh‘ nself and hiy family, 13 removed from the Leniplation of ne-
i m;n l;’ sriod by tlicly gains. Ilo 18 also likely to Do dgparred from
el l‘ll E’m station by the amount of loss which he hagards. To him
il lll: 3 (I‘)c consegnences of exposure offer little eerrnr‘ to him who

v ::0 r'Mlm)v.l‘l“Kr'um ani eventuslly diminished weaith, will b¢ very re-
lmaumrlc l'rllklt:‘d "Al consideration of moral principle 8 omitted in the
C.‘Il: 1{ in the Instance of insafolent mewsus, integrity Is manifestly power-
l:n.iled whilst tn that of competent mouns it s strengthoned and con-
That those views sre sound J5 established by evenis, and the

dly unimpenched inlegeity of the Company's servanis in Tndia has

atrous, and because it appears, unhappily, to be BO
Tequently made. It is contrary to experience, that cmav, vir

1765,



HISTORY OF BRITISH INDIA. I [

N. Bengal ;—we now enforce the same in the strongest man-
. mer, and positively insist that you take no steps whatever
towards renewing this trade, without our express leave i
for which reason you must not fail to give us the fullest
information upen the subject, agreeably to our above-
mentioned directions,

Having thus established the Private-trade Society, the
Committee proceeded to introduce other regulations which
the state of affairs appeared to vequire. It had been a
common practice with members of the Council, instead of
remaining at the Board for the business of the Presidency,
to receive nmomination to the chiefship of factories, as
often as additional means of accumulating money were
there placed in their hands. To this practice the Com-
miltes, ou very good grounds, resolved to put an ond.
“We are convinced,” they said, “by very late experience,
that the most flagrant oppreasions may be wantonly com-
mitted in those employments, by members of the Boand
which would not be tolerated in junior servants ; and thaf":
the dread and awe annexed to their station, as councillors,
has too frequently screened them from complaints which
would be lodged without fear or seruple against infepior
servants.” Yet, with this exporience before them, they
recommend great emoluments as a security &gnina’t FOT
yuption.) The Committee further remarked, that not only
the business, which was thus engrossed by Mexabors of
the Board, could be as well transacted by a juniop servant,
at much less expense; but that other inconvenienggg, utili
more perieious, were incurred ; that by the absency of go
tiadsy ewiliers of the boerd, it had been htvessary to
inorangs their mmbers from bwelve {0 siilen § Uit by
the repnlar deperluve ba the sutssttlements of Lgse
Mem)ievs of the Coinoil who had the greatest influenes to
prooure their own appointment, theve Wos 8o sajid o
slinngo of soundillurs st the board, whore ouly the youngont
andl mont inexparienoed remuined, that bhe busiiews of the
Pramidenuy was obliged o be eonducted by mey defielet
T TP rreataneide | g ey g T DI e e e

A 1 a0, ot SIS S g
TRRTs oneays tio power il enmhiy of Tos InAWIdutcastW ol
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owledge and espevience necessary for carrying BOOK IV,

CHAP, VIL

Another measure, productive of considerable irritation 7
and disturbance watsl;romohed by Clive. The rapid ac- 1705
quisition of riches in Bengal had recently sent so many of
the Superior servants, along with their fgrtu}:es, to I%urop?,
that few yemained to fill up the vacancies in the Counecil
except either men very young.u.nd me.xpcrwnced, or tlilose
whom Clive described as tainted with the corrupifxons
which had vitiated the administration. The Committee
say, It is with the utmost regret we think it incumbent
on us to declare, that in the whole list of your junior
merchants, there are not more than three or four gentle-
men whom we could possibly recommend to higher stations
at present.” They accordingly forbore to supply the va-
cancies which ocourred in the Council, and resolved upon
calling a certain number of servants at the other presi-
dencies; to supersede those in Bengal, They paid to their
employers the compliment of recommending the measure
to their consideration; but waited not for their decision,
for, in two mouths fromn the date of their letter, four gon-
tlemen arrived from Madras, and soon after ook their
seats at the Board . 2

Among the circumstances most strongly recommended
to Lord Clive by the Company, was the reduction of the
military expenses, which abuorbod all theiv revenues, and

nﬂue_uﬂholu.:“ mﬂ\u“ md o i
polves: ** AR 00N A {ly b v K Y | i, th
yuuh sﬁlmmucn o the sl mm M'g-t ol ven vy T4
!:“."5,:’".,?’”2% ?:“i?i‘:“::éﬁ“\.!!l‘v!:t.l i\m’iw& t\'n saiituraiuost & Vi, with-
ant ecaption, who wers it o 1 \mu! il, Wiaf p\w Thiwe Whosk {lumh
‘ g : you fotpsi) )
wero ufeled by (hia UKL Dtboenting, aplhog ey St s
ﬁ"':;'.::; I";";%n'- 1y oxpross an unfayrgradils ol G Tl sond el o YOI
teeapmiont witleh they naturally regardeal ag bighly injmdung b temeatée,
b (e steundsy of power, Bath I Dl al Harige,  The Cueaiiites
g “‘ll' 'm"“!ll’lll:‘) Bave dabl only sl va auds W the jnemorisl Of com-
u:m.“h:u antared fnfo nsociations wibbeoming al tholt fﬂm, anil des
Htuuu\‘o ol Tt subioedimation, IO Whilch 1in governmont it staml ¢ all
visits fo the President are forhitden ; wll invitatlona fros Him anid the
Menivors of s Guinition aro o b altghitedt 3 the gentiomen callod down hyl
onr suthority fro Madrwg are to b manked s nq’kmt wd cm\\em\;t.

k 1, distingishing sl S Miia assnclation,
aen e mﬂ.’, )“‘.‘.?,‘.]1,,'“:.‘:;11' uusw;-mrml e rc.-ﬁ)m. e Casmittios milds,

n‘%\f“l o aatonfaled do ahoerve st tho head of Uilg TIg, b LT TR |

Dsceibe thely nimes o textimony of thale pernsa of Hia
*‘%ﬂ“’l’!‘"{lﬂ: y..m:- ' bjfﬂmh U Later w:m.'u.- Beteet Conuniitee
Irectors, dated |et Auuar,\-, 176,
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than an advantage. As service in the field is, in Indis
attended with peculiar charges to the officers, the Com-~
pany had, at an early period of their wars, found it neces-
sary to allow their officers, during the time of campaign,
a certain addition to their daily pay, which, in the language
of the country, was styled batta, or indemnity for field
expenses.

When the English forces took the field with Meer Jaf-
fier after the battle of Plassy, to cherish their good-will,
on which he was so dependent, that Nabob afforded to
the officers twice the ordinary sum, and this allowance
was distinguished by the name of double batta. As long
as the troops continued to be paid by Meer Casim, the
Company felt no prevailing motive to lessen an expense,
which pleased the officers, and oppressed ouly the Nabob.
When they perceived, upon the assignment of territorial
revenues for the expense of the army, that what could be
withheld from the artoy would acerue to themselves, they
issued repeated orders for the reduction of the batta, Byt
the dangers of the country had rendered the exertions of
the army so necessary; and they to whom the powers of
government were intrusted had so little dared to venture
their suthority in a contest with the military, that double
batta had hitherto been allowed to remuin.

Upon the conclusion of the war with Suja—nd—dowh’ the
troops were regimented, according to a plan praposed by
(live, and sanctioned bythe Company before his departure
from England; divided into three brigades, cach consisting
of one regiment of European iufantry, oue company of
artillery, six battalions of Sepoys, and one troop of black
cavalry; and were stationed, one brigade b Mongheer,
300 miles from Caleutta; another at Bankipore, near
Patna, 100 miles hoyond Mongheer ; and the third at Allah-
abad, 200 wiles beyond Patna, whither it had been sent
a5 a soourity aguinst the Mahrattas, whom the Buperor
and Vizir were far 100 reduced to be able to appage.

In this situation, the Select Commibtoe issued an orden,
that on the lst Jauuary, 1766, the doublo hutta should
ocaso; and that the officers in Bengal, with some oxcup-
flons in favour of the trogps in the most distant and ex.
peusive stotions, should Le placed on tho same foting

‘
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IV. rendered their ascendancy in the country a burden rather



ITARY ALLOWANCES REDUCED.

on the coast of Coromandel ; that is, receive BOOK IV.
atta when in the field ; and in garrison or canton- cmae, vii.
mments, no batta at all. y
he officers, who, along with the rest of their country- 1766,

men, had formed unbounded notions of the wealth of
Indi&, and whose imaginations naturally exaggerated the
fortunes which were making in the civil branch of the
service, had received every previous intimation of this
reduction with the loudest complaints and remonstrances;
and treated the peremptory decree which was now issued,
as an act of the highest injustice; and as a most unworthy
attempt to deprive them of a share of those rich advan-
tages for which they had fought and bled, only that a
larger stream of emolument might flow into the laps of
tl‘moas very men who were the instruments of their oppres-
sion.

At all times, and es

. pecially in situations in any degree
resembling that of the British in Tndia, it has been found
8 hazardous act to reduce the advantages of any army ;
and Clive appears to have greatly miscaloulated either the
weight of his own authority, or the delicacy of the opera-
tion. . Without any endeavour to propare the minds of the
men, the order was issued and enforced ; and without any
care to watch its effects, the Governor remained in perfect
security and ignorance, till the end of April, when he re-
reived a lettor inforniing him, that & most alarming con-
spiracy, embracing almost overy officer in the army, was
ripe for exeontion., - ) ‘

As early as the month of December, a combination began.
Private meetings and consultations were held, secret com-
mittees were formed, and correspondence carried on. The
combustion first began in the hrigade of Mongheer; but
was soon, by letter, communicated !;o the refst., whose
bosoms weve perfectly prepared for inflammation. Tho
plan concerted was, that the officers should yesign their
ommissions in & body, and, by leaving the army tolally
ungoverned, make the constituted authovities wubmit to
their terms.  Nearly two hundred commissions of eaptains
aud subalterns were in a short time collected. DBesides a
solemn oath of secresy, they bound thumsclvoa_ by a
similar obligation; to preserve ot the hazard of t.hmr own
lives, the life of any officer, whom a Court Martial might
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. condemn to death. Hach officer executed a penalty bond

of 5007, not to accept his commission till double batta
was restored. A subscription was raised among them to
establish a fund for the indemnification of those who might
suffer in the prosecution of the enterprise; aud to this, it
was understood, that the gentlemen in the civil service,
and even those at the Presidency, largely contributed.

When the army was in this situation, abody of between
fifty and sixty thousand Mahrattas appeared on the fron-
tiers of Clorah, about one hundred and fifty miles from
Allahabad. To watch their motions, the brigade remain-
ing in garrison at that city was ordered to encamp at Su-
ragepore. Barly in April, Lord Clive, accompanied by
General Carnac, had repaired to Moorshedabad, in order
to regulate the collections of the revenue for the suo-
ceeding year, to receive from Suja-ad-dowla the balance
of his payments, and to hold a congress of the native
chiefs or princes; who were disposed to form an alliance
for mutual defence against the Mahrattas. On the 19t
was transmitted to him, from the Seleot Committe, 4
remounstrance received from the officers of the third bri-
gade,! exprossed in very high language, which he directed
to be answered with little respect. It was not till Jate in
the evening of the 28th; when he received a letter from
Sir Robert Fletcher, the commanding officer at Mongheer ;
that Clive had the slightest knowledge or suspicion of g
conspiracy so extensive, and of which the complicated
operations had been going on for several months,

At Bankipore, a considerable part of the cantomments
had heen burnt down; and a Court Martial was held upon
one of the officers, aecused of having been the volunary
cause. The act proceeded from a quarrel betwe'eu him and
another officer who attempted to take away his commis-
wion by foree: and, upen exploring the reason of this extra-
ordinary operation, the existence of the Fombumtﬁon was
disclosed. The commanding officer immediately despatohed
an account of the discovery to Sir Robert Fletoher at
Mougheer ; who was by no menns unacquainted with the
proceedings in his own brigade, but was only now indueed

! That is of the RBrigade statloncd at Bankypore, nof, as might La supposed,

fram thio previous specification of the Brigades, that which wes quartered gt
Allabahad, widel wue the second, not the third Brigade.—3Y,




1;1 timation of them to his superiors. It was the BOOK IV.
Planof the officers to resign their commissions on the 1st cmar. v,
of June; but this discovery determined them, with the
exception of the brigade at Allshabad, towhom informa- 1765
tion eould not e forwarded in time, to execute their pur-

Pose g ior. e

Clivon:,:?:;te::};fd not allow himself to believe that the
combination was extensive; or that any considerable
number of men, the whole of whose prospects in life were
founded upon the service, would have resolution te perse-
vere in o scheme, by which the danger of exclusion from
it, not to speak of other consequences, was unavoidably
ineurred. It was one of those scenes, however, in which
he was admirably calculated to act with success. Resolute
and daring, fear never turned him aside from his purposes;
or dnprived him of the most collected exertion of his
mind in the grestest emergencies. To submit to the
violent demands of a body of armed men, was to resign
the government. He had a few officers in his suite upon
whom he could depend ; a few more, he concluded might
et be found at Caleutta, and the fuctories; and some of
the free merchants might aecept of commissions, The
grand object was to preserve the common soldiers in order
and obedience, till a fresh supply of officers from the other
Pmdnnoieg could be obtained.

He remained not long without sufficient evidence thab
almost all the officers of all the three brigades were in-
volved in the combination, and that their resiguations
were tendered, Directions were immediately sent to tho
commanding officers, to find, if possible, the leaders in
the conspiracy ; to arrest those officers whose conduet
appeared the most dengerous, and detain them pri-
goners ; above all things to secure the obedience of the
Sepoys and black commanders, if the European troops
should appear to be infected with the disobedience of their
officers. Letters were despatched to the Couneil at Cal-
outta, and the Presidency at Fort St. George, to make the
greatest exertions for a supply of officers ; and Clive }.ll]u-
solf hastened towards Mongheer. On the road he received
@ letter from Colonel Smith, who commanded at Allaha-

, informing him that the Mahrattas were in motion,
and {hat Bullajee Row was ab Calpee with 60,000 men
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v collecting boats, If reduced to extremity, but not heforé

cmap.vir. Smith was instructed to promise the officers compliancé:

with their demands.

Expecting their resignation to produce all the effect®
which they desired, the officers had concerted no ulteriof
measures. Their desperation had not led them to make
any attempts to debauch the common soldiers. The
Sepoys everywhere exhibited a steady obedience ; and the
commanding officers of all the brigades remained in per
fect confidence of being able, in case of mutiny, to puﬁ
every European soldier to death. Except, however, af
Mongheer, where symptoms of mutiny among the Euro-
peans were quickly dispelled by the steady countenance of
the Sepoys drawn out to attack them, no disturbance oc”
curred. The officers at Mongheer submitted quietly #0
be sent down to Caleatta ; the greater part of those belong”
ing to the other brigadesretracted ; and this extraordinary
combination, which, with a somewhat longer sight on the
part of the officers, or less of vigour and of the awe of &
high reputation on the part of the Governor, would have
effected a revelution in India, produced, as ineffoctyual
resistance generally does, a subjection more complete than
what would have existed, if the disturbance had pevet:
been raised. Some of the officers, upon profession of re=
pentance, were allowed to resume. the service ; others
were tried and cashiered. The case of Sir Robert Fletchet
was the most remarkable. He had been active in sub-
duing the confederacy ; but was found to have encouraged
its formation. He apologized for himself ontwe grounds 3
that he wished, through the guilt of the conspiracy, to be
ablo to dismiss & number of officers, whose bad eonduch
vendered them an injury to the service; and that he
wished, through the appearance of favouring the views of
the officers in some things, to have the advantage of ®
complete knowledge of their proceedings : & Court Martial;
notwithstanding, found him guilby of mutiny, of seditiony
and concealment of wmuting ; and he Was punished by
ejection from the service.

Upon the terminstion of this dangerous disaffectiony
Lovd Clive proceeded to Clmpprah, where he waa mob by
Suja-ad-dowls, by the Minister of the Emperor, and by
deputivs from the Maliratte Chiefs. Suju-ad-dowla con”

\



WITH THE EMPEROR AND NABOB.

efoexpress the highest satisfaction with the treaty
Which he h“grlately congcludEd with the Compmx ; and
cheerfully advanced the remainder of the sum which he
had promiged as the price of peace. The grand desire of
thB-Emperor was to regain possession of thc:: capital of his
ancestors, and to mount the thfono at ]?clh%, He had ex-
hanstea ;:11 his arts of negotiation and mf,ngue to 9btmn
the assistance of the English ; &x'xd had, without their con-
currence, formed engagements with the Mahrattas, who, at
his. persuasion, ib now appeared, and under assurances
that the English would join them in escorting him to his
capital, were assembled on the confines of Corah. Thig
ambition of the Emperor was offensive to the English ;
who, as they had no intention to second hig views, dreaded
violently his connexion with the Mahrattas. The forma-
tion of a treaty for mutual defence, including the Emperor,
the Uompany, the Jaat and Rohilla chiefs, was left to
be conducted by Suja-ad-dowla,

v]?uring these transactions died the Nubob of Bengal,
Nujum ud Dowla. He expired on the 8th of May, a few
days after Olive had left him at Moorshedabad. He was
An intemperate youth, of a’gross habit of body ; and his
death had in it nothing surprising. Its suddenness, how-
ever, failed not, in & country habituated to deeds of dark-
ness around a throne, to cover it with odious suspicions.
His brother, Syeff ud Dowla, a youth of sixteen, was ele-

vabed to his nominal offico ; change of less importance
now than that of the chief of a factory.

Upon the return of Clive to the Presidency, the private
trade, so dear to individuals, demanded the attention of
the Committee. The native mevchants, to whom the salt
had been digposed of, at the places of the society's sales,
had re=sold or retailed it at & profit which the Committes
deemed extravagant, Instead of inquiring whethpr, if the
trade, s alleged by the ()o.rmnitiue, was monopolized and
engrossed by a combination, the means cm‘ﬂ%l ot be
devised of yielding it the benefit of free competlt.‘mn ; they
contented themselves with the easy and despotical expe-
diont of ordering the commodity fo be retailed at an csh.lb-
* lished prico: and by an ca'-pr)atfacto law fined f;he native
mercliants to the mmount of their additional gains.!

} Select Consultation; 15tly August, 1766.—M,
It ':ﬁ]:&\‘dL&nstltkud. nowever, that the merchants had purchased, under an

BOOK 1V.
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On the 3d of September the Select Committee proceeded

cuAP. vir. to arrange the business of the inland trade society for ano-

1766

ther year. The Company in their letter of the 19th of Feb-
ruary, already received, had declared that they considered
the continuance of this trade “as an express breach and
violation of their orders, and as a determined resolution t0
sacrifice the interests of the Company, and the peace of
the country, to lucrative and selfish views.” Pronouncing,
“that every servant concerned in that trade stood guilty
of a breach of his covanants, and of their orders,” they
added, “Whatever government may be established, or
whatever unforeseen circumstances may arise, it is our
resolution to prohibit, and we do absolutely forbid, this
trade of salt, betel-nut, and tobacco, and of all articles
that are not for export and import, according to the spirit
of the phirmnund, which does not in the least give any
latitude whatsoever for carrying on such an inland trade ;
and moreover, we shall deem every Ruropesn concerned
therein, directly or indirectly, guilty of a breach of his
covenants ; and direct that he be forthwith sent to En
Iand, that we may proceed against him accordingly.”
Notwithstanding these clear and forcible prohibitions,
the Committee procecded toa renewal of the monopoly, as
if the orders of the Directors deserved not a momel’lt’s
regard. Clive, in his Minute, turned them carelessly aside,
observing that when the Company sent them, « they could
not have the least idea of that favourable change in the
affairs of these provinces, whereby the interest of the
Nabob, with regard to salt, is no longer immediately con-
corned.” As w reason against lodging the government of
India in hands at the distance of half the cireumference
of the globe, the remark would merit attention: for the
disobedienco of servants to those who employed them, it
i8 no justification ab all ; because, extended as fur g it is
applicable, it rendered tho servants of the Company inde-
pendent ; and constituted them mastérs of India.!

ISR SESERRETE e R e

g ¢ with the ¢ ittee of Trade, to sell ot o fxed vate of profit, and
it was tho excess qpon the agreod rate, which they were, somewhat arbl
trarily, but not unjustly, competled to rofund.— W

b A disgrationary power ty suspoud the execution of the orders of tle Lom®
authoritien, 50 an 10 Aord them the apportunity of considering siroumstances
tl' which thuy may not lave heen apprized, 18 a vory different thing fean posl-

ve disoled L ond 4 le Lo the due adm) of govern=
mentin Tudla. 1t still rosts with the authoritios in England 1o conntermant
or enferee the instructions they have sent out.—W,
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OF THE DIRECTORS DISREGARDED. i

Vils any importance, was introduced BOOK 1V,
R0 nenutions "ot tho preceding year: tho salt, cua. v
nstead of being conveyed to the interior, was to be sold W
at Cﬂ]cutt&' - d.!’tho several places of' manufacture. The TPe:
Eransportagion of the commodity to distant places, by the
agents of the society, was attgndad with great trouble and
€xpensc ; by selling it immediately at the places of manu-
acture, so much was saved : and by reserving the distri-
bution to tho merchants of the country, a pretended boon
was granted to the natwcs.‘ A maximum price was
fixed ; and, on the 8th of September, a Cpmnmnttee of
dee’ was formed, with directions for carrying the plan
i eoution.,
mtlgausaonar was this arrangement formed, than Olive
brought forward a proposition for prohibiting all future
Governors and Presidents from any concern whatsoever in
tradg. On the 19th of the very same month, in a Mimite
presented to the Select Committee, he represented, that,
“ Where such immense revenues are concerned, where
power and authority are so enlarged, atid where the eye of
Justice and equity should be ever watchful, a Governor
ought not to be embarrassed with private business. He
ought to'be free from every occupation in which his Jjudg-
ment can possibly be biassed by his interest.” He, therefore,
proposed, that the Governor should receive a commission
of ane and one-vighth per cant. upon the revenues ; and in
retwrn should take a solemn and public ocath, and bind
himself in a penalty of 150,0007. to derive no emolument or
advantage from his situetion as Govewnor of Bengal,
heyond this commission, wit!.x the usual salary and per-
quisifes: and a covenant to this pﬂ‘ect was furmn.l}y executud
by him. That good reasons existed for precluding the Go-
vernor from such oblique channels (.}f gain, bgth a8 giving
him sinister interests, and engrossing his time, it is not
qE ok o peroeivei that the same reasons should not
have been seen to be good, for Precluding, also, the mem-
bers of the Select Commitbee and the Couneil, might,
; not, excite our surprise.
th{())‘f ]:,l;‘; l:t:iof tI’JeOemher, letters arrived from England,
flatod the 17th of May, addressed but'h to Clive and the
Committee. In these documents, the Directors proncunced
inland trade soolety to be a violation of their repeated
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-. orders; declared that all those servants who had bee® 7‘_“
. engaged in that society should be held responsible for® =

breach of their covenants ; and commanded that the trade
should be abandoned, and should be reserved, free fro®
European competition, to the natives. There was 8%
longer any room for direct disobedience. The dissolutio® =
of the society was pronounced. But on the score of the 1l
contracts which had been formed and the advances made
the whole of the existing year was reserved; and th® =
gociety was not abolished, in fact, till the ldth of Sef”
tember, 1768.! i
Upon the 16th of Jannary, 1767, Lord Clive declared Bl
intention of reburning immediately to Europe, on accoun? ‘5
of his health ; and directed the attention of the Selest' |
Committee to the regulations which, previous to his d®”
parture, it might appenr expedient to adopt. By recen’ 4
instructions the Directors had empowered him either 1
abolishy or continue the Select Committee, upon hig de” T
parture, according as the state of affairs might to hir®
appear to require. Ho felt no hesitation in deciding fof %
its continuance ; and named as members My, Verelst, whe
was to succeed him in the chair, Mp Cartiar, Oolent!
Smith, Mr. Sykes, and Mr. Beocher. Ho departed in 10 ;z
Britannie ; and, on the 17th of February, My, Verelst took
his oath as successor in the chair? '3
It was the interest of the servants in India, diligently
cultivated, perpetusally to feast the Compmy with the
most flattering accounts of the state of their affaips, Tho 3
magnitude of the transactions, which bad recently taken i J
place ; the vast riches with which the new nequisition®
were said to abound ; the general credulity on the x-mbdm)‘ mlt

||\
4

U Governor Vansittart is very sovere in his condemuation of (s socielys
© As 1 am of opliion,” he says, *that an universal equality of trade in
articles (salt, betel-nat, and tobacco,) would be the most teneficin] ffmlil,\#'“-
onnld stand upon 3 oo 1 think that & mm\opﬂl{f[ of it I the hunds of 4 few ne?
of powor 1s Wi nuost cruel and oppressive. The poor people of (i enﬁ?,“"
have nut 66w & hope of redress.—It is a monapoly, 0 MY ofiliion, of the mo¥ i
imjurious  natire—1 comnld set furth the unbappy conditlin. of fle peo) :
niider this grievens monopoly, s the wards of 8 letfer, whie)y 1 have 100
calved from oue of the conntry wmorshants: but o think it needloss, becans®

it must orcur sufoimily to svery render Who has any feclng.” A Left

10 'ﬂm Proprietors of India Stock, from Mr. Henry \numewf. 1707,y 85

80, 94. J
& For mp proceding rdin of events, the ;‘:rlnd 1 sou; of mftmni%

were e Reporis of the Two Committeos of the House omnnwmln‘! )

:?d 1778 : Vansiitart's Narrative ; Varakt's View of Dengal; Seolt's m’

of Beugal; Beer Mutakharvon ; Cliye's Speech. i




PARLIAMENT INTERFERES.

4N Opulence ; and the great fortunes with whick a BOOK IV.

Mdividuals had returned to BEurope; influmed the cmar.viw

ZVBrlce of the proprietors of East India Stock ; and ren-

dered them jmpatient for a share of treasures, which the  1767.

Magingtions of their countrymen, as well as their own,

Tepresented as not only vast, but unlimited. This impulse

carried them, in 1766, to raise their dividend from six to

ten per cent, The inflated conceptions of the nation at

large multiplied the purchasers of India stock ; and it rose

50 high as 263 per cent. The proprietors called with im-

portunity for a higher return. It was in vain that the

Directors represented the heavy debts of the Company ;

and pointed out the imprudence of. taking an augmeute(i

dividenfl, when money at a heavy interest must be taken

up to discharge it. In a General Court held on the 6th of

May, 1767, o dividend of twelve and g half per cent. w

voted for the year! The public attention wué vehemé:t?s

roused. Hven the interference of the minist 4

manded.  He had it o6 e
‘ _ He condemmned the rapacity of the pro-

Prietors in augmenting the dividend ; and recommendzd a

CUommittee of the House of Commons, which was actuall

formed in November 1766, for the purpose of inquiriny

into the state of their affairs. The relation between thﬁ

public, and the territory now held by the Company in

Indig, called for definition. It was maintained on 'ahoy;na

hand, as an in«?is;mhbla maxim of law, supported by the

strongest considerations of utility, that uo subjeots of the

1 The opposition of the Directors th this tney

on a knowledge of the state of the Cltmp:lf;"‘“l::"‘.:..' mm ”m:f'm
popular with the tody of the proprietors; and advaitsie was taken of (o
clrcumstance to bafila them in 4 measure which was the natural ron; uenco
of the proceedings in Bengal npon Clive's n-mm‘mon of the government, but
of which no notice is faken in e text. As the prosents roceived by the
bers of the Council upon Nujum-nd-dowla'’s ascession were subsequent
to the arvival of the cov ts, legal had pr 1 that althpugh
ok forally executed, they were binding in syuity, and thit the parties wite
Nable to & prosecution for their violation, WHe Directors had accordingly in-
stituted & suit aguingt those of theie SCrVAIES who had accepied the presents
In question. As these Peraons were mow at homo, with wealth and Trieids,
great effurts were made to induce the eonrt to drop the proceedings, and the
2msallon was mixed up with that of the inereuse of the dividends ; accordingly,
i the day wlen the Directors were overruled on the latter point, and resent-
ment us violent a8 unmerited, had been excitel agalnst thuy, It was moved
und ¢arricd that the prosecations wifoh had been lysiituted stionld be dis-
mised. Life of Clive, (i, 185, The party auiwosities and sngry feelings
ﬁ‘l&l Info opposition by these dixoussions, wece the mntives of e Parlin-
montacy Dedites and Investigatios that onsned, much more (han any sobor
ANl stutennian Dike desdre to prowide for Tndia the iest furn of gerernment

o which {1 condition was ssaceptible.— W, .

]
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1%, Crown could acquire the sovereignty of any territory 0¥
1. themselves, bub only for the nation. On the side of the

Company, the abstract rights of property, and the endles®
train of evils' which arise from their infringement, were
vehemently enforced ; while it was affirmed that the Cox®®
pany held not their territories in sovereignty, but only #

a farm granted by the Mogul, to whom they actually pa

an annual rent. An Act was passed, which directed thst
after the 24th of June, 1767, dividends should be vot
only by ballot, in General Courts summoned expressly fof
that purpose; and that no dividend above ten per wﬂ“grl
for the year whould be made hefore the next Session @8
Parllement. The resolution of the Court of ,Pmpriotnﬁ ~
respeoting a dividend of twelvo and a half por cent, wib
thus resoinded ; and the right of Parlinment to cont: B
aud ocommaud the Company in the distribution of thed -'I‘f
own moncy asserted and established. The question of the
sovereignty was not pushed at that time to a direct and
oxpross decision; though a decision wus virtually inyolyed
in another Aot, by which the Company, in consideratiod
of holding the territorial revenues for two years, werd ':'\':
obliged to pay annually 400,0007, into the Ill\bl’iu ex
chequer,

The opinion which Lord Clive had artfully* paiged of the
high prosperity of the Company's aflairs, and of Ljs owP
extraordinary shave in producing it, directeq the oy iE
flowings of their gratitude towards himself; and apre’
position was brought forward and carried, {o grant hith
for ten years certain, the produce of his jaghire,

Other acquisitions of Clive come subsequently tq view:
Notwithstanding the covenants executed by the gervant®
of the Company, not to receive any presents from the
nativos, that Governor had accepted five lacks of ruped®
during his late residence in Bengal from the Naboh Nujum*
ud-dowls. It was represented, indeed, a8 a legacy left ¥
him by Meer Joffier, though all indications pointed out #
present, to Which the name of legacy Was artfully attached:

1 Thgre 4008 Dok semm to b any just canss for this epithet. 'The exten

of the Jampany's lereitory and power was n_muﬂuus. and was niguestion
ferilaitable i the wain to Clive's gentus. Tho gencral apiniion wan :qa,
ot

ﬁg

o
i

ra) regult of eyents, and was nor stimulsted W any dogroe by dosign
FRpTEN! Mﬂrllnu‘: on ;\lhe part of Clive. 5 ell;ﬁly have overr the
tiun ; bidt dlie exn thon wan 1he Honoil expreysion of his

ml:\n vt mhnpmﬂ%u.—}\f.
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it § } ight be acquired under the name BO >
e e abiawar w1
uselesgg forms, TLord Clive ruprasezted, tlm;t quon t'I;e R
8t intimat: .. is wift, his resolution was to refuse it; 767,
that zlfﬁzf;gfhtgsnﬂnté, upon reflecting of what im-
Portance it would prove as & fund for the beneflt of in-
Valided officers and soldiers in the Cc:mpﬂ.ny"s service ;
and that he afterwards prevailed upon Syeﬁ‘-ud«do-wla, the
Sliccessor of Nujum-ud-dowla, to bestow three lz.xcks more
for this gxcellent ond, The Company sanctioned the
Appropriation ; and to this ambiguous transaction the In-
stitution at Poplar owes its foundation.! ‘

Tpon this, as upon his fornier departure, the regulations
wht(st Clive left behind, culeulatod for present applause
rather than permanent advantage, produced a brilliant ap:
pearanco of immedite prospority, but were fraught with
the elements of future difficulty and distress, A double
government, or an administration carvied on in uame by
the Nabob, in reality by the Com pany, was the favourite
policy of Clive;* to whose mind a cortain degree of
orooked artifice seems to have preseuted itself pretiy con-
genially in the light of profound and skilful politics. The
colloction of the revenues was still made as for the ex.
chequer of the Nabob ; justice was still administered by

4 ha fask s enmmblguots,  Clive did not banot Ly Sive donation,—V.

2 The tollowing s wn 6xtraal of Olive's Letter o The Select Cutiimittes of
Y6th of TRnuary, 1767, upon lis lewving India i+ The Brst pokst in polics
which 1 offer t6 your conslderation |y lnts of goveriment. \\‘,&m Bon-
sible that since the acquisition oﬂlw dewanny, the Horwmerty 'mﬁ'ﬁ
to tho Subah of tliese yrovinees ts bally In fact, nr.a 2; the East |
Company. Nothing remaing ta i but 'y mnr and shadow of authurity,
Thls name, howeyer, this shadow, it fs fidispensably neccssary we should
seem to Under the lon of & Subsh (Subahdar), every en-
croachment that may be attempted Ly forcign powers can effectually be

hed, without any npparent inlerpesition of our own suthority : and anl
q.ﬁf ri'\'mces complained of by them can, thvough the same chunnel, ba
. “l utl Into and redressed. Be it therefore, alwiys remembored, that there
'i'lqutll‘:dl' and that though the revenuds belong to the Company, the terrls
hr.l:l jnrufdlctlun ninst still rest inlllm chighy nf, the country, m'lng under
him and this Presidency in }L‘ PP lh? Comp: 'usn:‘:;‘:‘l::
1 the offices of collectors, or indeed to 0 any act by any ;-x_"r :
Euglish power, which can easily be done by the Nabob at odr instapee, would
by Kmmwlng off the mnsk, would be declaring the Company Subah of the
Druvinces, Forelgn sations wonld immediately tuke umbrage; end com-
alnts r;:ﬁam:d to the British conrt might o attended with very embarrass-
! eonru uelices.  NOF can it be supposed, that either the Franch, Duteh, or
aﬂmld readily acknowledge the Company’s Subalishilp, and pay Into
hitidh of their sorvants the duties upon trale, or the quit-rents of those

o8 whicl they iy have Jong beeh possessed of by virtne of the ruyal

Mauns, or grants from former Naboba,
VoL, 1, X




rity. For the benefit of certain false pretexts which im-
posed upon nobody, the government of the country, as far
as regarded the protection of the people, was dissolved-

Neither the Nabob nor his officers dared to exert an)

authority against the English, of whatsoever injustice and
oppression they might be guilty. The gomastahs, or India
agents employed by the Company’s servants, not only prac-
tised unbounded tyranny, but, overawing the Nabob and

his highest officer, converted the tribunals of justicethem-~ |

selyes into instruments of cruelty, making them inflic
punislunent upon the very wretches whom they oppressed,
and whose only crime was their not submitting with suffi-

cient willingness to the insolent rapacity of those subordi~
nate tyrants. While the ancient administration of the
country was rendered inefficient, this suspension of the

powers of government was supplied by nothi i

regulations of the English. Be?gnd thg s.n‘;i::zzgli:;b:l:)?
the Presidency, the Company had no legal power over the
natives : beyond these limits, the English themselyes were
not amenable to the British laws ; and the Company had
no power of coercion except by sending Persons out of the
country ; & remedy always incouvenient, and, except for'
very heinous offences, operating too severely upon the
individual to be willingly applied. The natural conses
qnence was, that the crimes of the English gnq their
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his officers and in his name ; and all transactions with
. foreign powers were covered with the mask of his autho~

B e e

agents were in a great measure secured from punishinents

and the unhappy natives lay prostrate at their foet, A
the revenue of the government depended upon the pro-
ductive operations of the people ; and as a people ar®
productive ounly in proportion to the share of their own
produce which they are permitted to enjoy ; this wretched
administration could not fail, in time, to make itelf folt in
the Company’s exchequer) Other sources were nob

1 Govornor Vorelst, in Wis letter to the Directors, immediately bofore H¥
résignation, duted 104; December, 1769, says, = We isensihly broke down the
barrier hetwixt us and govermment, and the native grew yneertain, where
obedtence wos duc.  Such a divided and complicated anthority gave rise 10

pressions snd intrigues, whkiown at any ather perlod ; the n&uu RO
Torrment vnu(lihl tlie Infection, and, bemg removed from any fannediate can*
1o, proceadod with sl greater andacity. I the meantime, we were 1%
m::&‘m amt poromptortly forbid {o avow any publlc guthorlly over €

73 of govermuent fu our own naimes," &c.



N R e

ATION OF RICHES DISAPPOINTED. L

 Whenoi jious stream of evils was derived. BOOK IV,
Though th l(l}g)(:'ez;nzzpand Council placed the powers of cuar.vin
the Nabol, 1 a sort of commission, by compelling him to v
Tesign e entire management of business to one or more L}
Dersons of their own choosing ; and though they placed a
confidentig] gervant of the Company to watch them at the

Nabobys durbar ; yet they possessed not over these de[{o-
sitaries of power, whom they could only punish by dis-
missyl, gufficient means of control, 'Beforo detection, or
much of suspicion, it was always possible for each of them
to apprapriate a treasure, and be gone; leaving his place
to be filled by another who had both temptation and op-
portunity to repeat his crimes. With men whose interests

were so little united with those of their employers, and
whose situation was so very precarious,
Rajas, and other agents of the revenue, mj
their own terms, and place the fallacy of their aceounts
beyond the reach of detection. The mischief was less in
practice than weason would have anticipated ; beeause in
the choice of these native functionaries, the English were
Loth judicious and happy. Amnother, and that the most
Pernicious perhaps’ of all the errors into which Clive
exerted himself to mislead the Company, was, the belief
which ho erented, that India overflowed with riches, the
expectations he raised, and on which the credulous Com-
pany 80 fondly relied, that a torrent of troasurs was about
to flow into their lapa. As such expectations wore adverse
to the beat use and improvement of their resources, they
only hastened that dissppointment and distress which
their inconsistency with the matters of fact rendered a
necessary consequence. In politienl affiirs, it is long before
even experience teaches wisdom. Till the present moment,
incessant promises of treasure have never failed to dacei.w
without ceasing to delude. As .ohuu as the pain of dis-
appointment has become exceeditigly severe, we have con-
demned a Governor, in whose conduct we believed that weo
had found the cause of our misery; and haye begun imme-
diately to pamper our fancy anew, with endless hopes and
delugions.
Under the foebleness of Suja-ad-dowla, and the guar-

Tuls which occupied the Mahrattas at home, the Company
Shjoyed profound tranquillity in Bengal for & considerable

the Zemindars,
ght easily settle
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. number of years ; and during the administrations of M

¢ k|
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Verelst and Mr. Cartier, who occupied the chair till the :
elevation of Mr. Hastings, and were calm, unambitiot®
men, few events of historical importance occurred. It wé®
during a period like this, if ever, that the Company ought
to have replenished their exchequer, and to have attaine® #
financial prosperity. During this period, on the othe’

hand, financial difficulties were continually increasingi
and rose at last to a height which threatened them with
immediate destruction. Doubtless, the anarchical staté

in which, by the double government, the provinces wer®
placed, contributed powerfully to impoverishment ; but the

surplus revenue, with which the people of England wer® :
taught to delude themselves, was hindered by move per*

manent causes. Though no body should believe it, Indi®

like other countries, in which the industrious arts are it
their infancy, and in which law is too imperfect to rende’
property secure, has always been poor. It is only the last
perfection of government which enables & government 0

keep its own expense from absorbing every thing which if

is possible to extract from the people: and the govern®

ment of India, under the East India Company, by a deler

gation of servants at the distance of half the ciréumfereno‘

of the globe from control, was most unhappily oircun

stanced for economy. On a subject like this, authority i%
useful. « With regard to the increass of tl;e expenses,”

says Clive, “I take the case to stand thus: Before the

Clompany became possessed of the dewannee, their agents
had other ways of making fortunes, Presents were oped

to thern. They are now at anend. Tt was expedient for
them to find some other channel—the channel of the eivid

and military charges. Every man now who is permité

to make a bill, makes a fortune.”?

During the year 1767, a march of the Abdalles Shab ¢
towards Delhi, excited the attention, though not muck
the alarm, of the Presidency. After some contests with
the Seiks, and overruuning a few of the Provinges, that
powerful Chief returned to his own country, An expedi‘
tion was underiuken for the restoration of the Raja of
Nepaul, whe had beon dispossessed by hig neighbour the

! (live's Speceliy A publised By hiveelf, veprinted in Alnion's Dolates B

1773, p. At
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©/The motives were: that Nepaul had carried on BOOK IV.
~“bisrderable traffic with the province of Berar; that its cmar. vix
Vicinity to the district of Bettea afforded great opportuni-
ties for the improvement of trade ; that all intercourse 1767
Was now destroyed ; and that the accomplishment of the

object was casy. On the last point, at least, the authors

of the war were not very correctly informed ; and found

they had miscalculated the difficulties of subduing a
country, surrounded by mountains, and accessible only by

a fow narrow and nearly impenetrable defiles, The officer

sent to command the expedition was unable to proceed, and

wrote for reinforcements. The Presidency were violently
disappointed ; and felt a strong inclination to wreak their
vengeance upon the Commander. Being obliged to send
assistance to Madras, they were unable to afford reinforce-

ments, and recalled the detachment) The war with Hyder

Ali hzfd now bquen out in the Carnatic; and considerable
supplies, bot.h In men and money, were demanded from
Bengal.  This year financial distress began to be experi-

enced.  Complaints were first emitted of the scarcity of
money, ascribed, not to impoverishment of the country,

bm:, to a drain of specie, vecasioned by the annnal expor-

tation of the precious metals, chiefly to China, on account

of the Corupany’s investment, and also in other directions ;

while the usual supplies of bullion from Burope. (the
Company providing their investment from the revenues,

the Duteh and Freneh from fhe forfunes of the English
consigned to them for transmission) were almost wholly

cub off* -

1 Letters from the Presidancy, to the Divectors, Verelst's Aprmlix.

2 In the letter of the Select Commitiee to tlmrl'ﬁ‘lmrmr‘. dated Fort William,
Saptember 26th, 1767, they say, *“We have frequently expressel to you our
apprehensions lest the anuual exportation of treasure to China would produce
a scarcity of money in the country., This suldect becomes every day mora
serions, as we already feel In o very senslble manner, the effects of tho con-
siderable drain made from the silver currenfdl” And in their lotter of the
16th of December, thay add, ©* We forcete the dificultios before us in making
provision agreeably to your orders for supplying China with siiver bulllon
aven for Uils season. We hiave before repeatedly requested your astgntion to
the consaquences of this exportation of Lulllon ; and wa now beg leave to
vecommend the snbject to your most serious (:UI’!S‘(NI‘R“W—-QMUHHK Yan,
that, shotld we flnd it at all practicable to makte the usual remilfances uext
¥ear 4o Chine, the measure will prove fatal to your investment, sud rulnous
W e commerce of Bangal."—The absurdity of the theory which thoy fu.
¥Yonted to noconnt for the want of money, that {5, of resouress, (0 wit, the
rain of specie,) Is shown by tis fat: that the prica of commoditien all the
While, instoad of falllig, had Lpmetisoly risen.  See (ho festimonies of Hast-
n’t‘;ml Frincis; in thele mindtes on the revenie plaus, Sizth Beport of the
Seleet ¢ in 1781, Appendix xiv. and xv,
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. Early in the year 1768, arrived the Company’s peremp-
orAr. viL tory order for abolishing entirely the trade of their ser-

o
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vants in salt, and other articles of interior traffic; for
laying it open, and confining it to the natives; and for
restricting their servants entirely to the maritime branches
of commerce.!

The commission of one and one-eighth per cent. upon
the dewannee revenues, which by the Select Committee
had been settled upon the Governor as a compensation
for relinquishing his share in the salt trade, was also com-|
manded to cease. For as much, however, as the income
of their servants, if thus cut off from irregular sources of
gain, was represented as not sufficiently opulent, the Com-
pany granted a commission of two and a half per cent.
upon the net produce of the dewannes revenues, to he
divided into 100 equal shares, and distributed in the fol-
lowing proportions: to the Governor, thirty-one shares ;
to the second in Council, four and a half ; to the rest of
the Select Committee, not having a chiefship, each three
and a half shares; to the Members of the Council not
having a chiefship, each one and a half; to the Com- I
mander-in-Chief, seven and a half shares; to Colonels
ench, two and a half ; Lieutenant-Colonels, each, one and
a half ; and to Majors, three fourths. An additional pay
was s.ll.ot.tcd to Captains, of three shillings, Licutenants
two shillings, and Ensigns one shilling per day.

Some uneasiness still continued with respect to the de-
signy of Suja-ad-dowla, between whom and the Emperor
considerable discordance prevailed. The directors had
forwarded the most positive orders for recalling the bri-
gade from Allahabad ; and for confining the operations of
the Company's mrmy entirely within theé limits of the
Company’s territory. Thg Oouncil thought it necessary
to disobey ; and in their letter went 50 far as to say that
they “must express their great astonishment at suoh an
absolute restriction, without permitting them upon the

!« Past experienca.” tiiey say, ** has go impressed ug with the iden of the
noepssity of confining our servants, and Europeans realding under our 4
teetion, within the anglent Hmits of our export and iniport trade, that we look
ﬂ}l gvery Inmovation in the (nland trade a4 00 intrusion on the natural pight
of fho ndtives of the country, who now more particnlarly olain onr pro ‘Jlani
Al we ostyorn It as maneh our duty to matiteln ‘this barrier botween e (we
oammercin! rights, as to defond the provinoes from foreign nvasion.””  euer
frams the Divectors, dated 30th November, 1707,



3P TeJudge how far, from time and circumstances, it BOOK IV.
e detrimental to their affairs. ! ; QAR (-
y The most important particular in the gétunftmn of 'tl;;

Om i the growing scarcity of pecunia
meax?::uy];:l ‘ﬁzng]tlu,\::sfromgtho Select Committee to the
Court, of Directors, dated 21at November, 1768, “ You will
Pexceive,” thoy &ay, “bY the state of your trea.sury, a total
illability, to discharge many sums which you are indebted
10 indiyiduals for deposits in your cash, as we]..l as to issue
any part of the considerable advances required for the
service of every public department. And. you will no
longer deem us reprehensible, if a decrease in the amount
of your future investments, and a debasement of their
quality, should prove the consequence.”

By a correspondence between the Presidencies of Fort
William and Fort St. George, in the beginning of March,
1769, the dangerous consequences to be apprehended from
the exhausted state of their treasuries, and the necessity
of establishing a fund against future emergencies, were
mutually explained and acknowledged. In two separate
consultations, held by the President and Council at Fort
Williaw, in the months of May and August, the utility, or
rather the indispeunsable necessity, of such a fund under-
went a solemn discussion, and was pronounced to be with-
out dispute. But as tho expences of the government left
no resource for the creation of it, except the diminution
of the investnent, or guantity of gopds transmitted to
the Company in England, they resolved upon that reduc-
tion, and limited to forty-five lavks the investinent of the
ye‘g;-en this resource was in a very short time pz'u‘ue'wod
to he insufficient. On the 23rd of October, a dcﬁglency of
6,643,055 rupees appeared on {.,hu halance of roceipts nn.d
d%nlmvsameuts; and the Presilent and (‘ounm} in their
Minute declared, © That howéver the public might have
been flattered, they could not flatter themselves, with any
expectabions from their revenue ; and th:\.t. the only expe-
dient within their reach was to open their tressury doors

1

for romittances.

1 ceident aod Coupell df Fort William, in their lotter (dated tho 2ist
o Hﬁﬁl}"{;&‘;}n&o the }'r@im:-ut and !Zunnv;ll' of Ford Gt George, speak in
Dathietse torms of * the incontestivle evidence they had transmitted to their
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i These remittances consisted chiefly of the money or

crAr, vir, fortunes of the individuals who had grown rich in the

Company’s service, and who were desirous of transmitting

1763, their acquisitions to Europe. Such persons were eager to
pay their money to the Company’s government in India,
upon receiving an obligation for repayment from the Con.z-
pany in England ; in the language of commerce, for a bill
upon the Company payable in England. The money thus
received, in other words borrowed, was applied to the exi-
gences of the service ; and by augmenting their resources,
was always highly agreeable to the servants in India. The
payment, however, of these loans or bills in England was
apt to become exceedingly inconvenient to the Directors.
The sole fund out of which the payment could be made
was the sale of the investment, or the goods transmitted
to them from India and China. If the quantity of these
goods was less in value than afforded a surplus equal to
the amount of the bills which were drawn upon them,
théy remained so far deficient in the ability to pay. And
if the goods were sent in too exorbitant a quantity, the
market was insufficient to carry them off.

An opposition of interests was thus created between
the governing part of the servants abroad, and the Court
of Directors and Proprietors at home. For the facility of
their operations, and the success of their government, it
was of great importance for the servants to preserve a full
treasury in India, secured by a small investment, and the
receipt of money for bills, It was the interest of the
Directors to have an ample supply of money at home,
which on the other hand could only be produced by &
large investment and a moderate transmission of hills.
The Directors, accordingly, had given very explicit in-
structions on this subject ; and in their letter of the 11th
of November; 1768, after acknowledging the growing de-
ficiency of the funds in India, had said: “ Nevertheloss,
we cannot suffer ourselves to be drawn upon to an un-
limited amount, the state of the Company’s affairs here
not yet admitting us to answer large drafts upon us from
[ndia ; but should the exigency of your affairs require

Jonourabile masters of the ax rated Tight in which their new acquired ad-
yant had been placed.” :5:‘:1! the change of views which they expected
then in eousequence to adopt.
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Geiving money into your treasury, we prefer the BOOK IV.
mode of borrowing at interest to that of g?anting bills cmAP. viL.
upon us.  We therefore permit you to take up such sums ————
on interest, for one year certain, as will answer your 1769
various demands, which are to be paid off at the expiration

of that period, or as soont after as the state of your trea-

sury will adwmit of. You are, therefore, to confine your

drafts upon us, by the ships to be despatched from your

Presidency in the season of 1769, to the same amount as

we allowed last year, viz, 70,0000t

Wihen the amount of the sums which it was the desire
of individuals to send home exceeded the amount which
it was permitted to the government in India to receive, in
other words to draw bills for upon the Company at home,
the parties who were deprived of this channel of remit-
tance betook themselves to the French and Dutch facto-
ries, and paid the money into their treasuries for bills
upon their respective companies, payable in Europe. This,
from an early period of Mr, Verelst’s administration, had
constituted a heavy subject of complaint; as making
these subordinate settlers to abound with money, while
the English were oppressed with want, As he ascribed
the financial difficulties of the Company's government
merely to o defect of currency not of revenue, as he
aseribed the defect of currency to the remittances which
were forced into the Dutch and French channels ; though
neither of these nations carried any specio out of Indis,
and ware only saved to a certain extent the necessity of
importing bullion ; to him it appeared surprising that the
Dutch and French Companies should find it easy to pay the
bills which were drawn upon themn for money recciyod in
India, but that the English Company should find it im-

from the Committée of Secrecy, 1773, Appendix, No. i
Inlﬂ)mefrhmlugcpquh Mareh, 1760, they o far medify their former directions
ns to say, Up'an reconsidering the subject of remittances, we find it so con-
neetell with that of the investment, that the Increase of the former must
aliyays depend on that of the latter. The uce of our sales here id the
anly channe! uf our receipts ; and ouy flourishing situation in ludis wonlé not
avall by, If we were to suffer ourselves Lo be drawn upon to the amotnt of the
cost of our homeward cargoes. I grder therefore fo unite the advantages
of the Company and their servani¥, we do permit yau to fneresse YOUr re-
Inittances, by the ships despatchod from Bengal In thie ceason of XTOE‘MWM
the limitation in our P:tter of the 11th November Inst, so far as one bal f of the
swm which your investment sent hone In {hat season shall execnd the amount
of sixty lncs. Bug i yon do not send home an investient cxceeding that

U, you muet then confing your draits upon us agrecadly to OUr suid letter
of e 11th November Inat.”
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- possible; and he ascribed the restrictions which they
imposed t0 a timid and narrow spirit.! One circumstance,
however, which constituted a most important difference,
he was ill situated to perceive. The French and Dutch
Companies wera chiefly commercial ; and whateyer money

was recoived in Indin was laid out in the mrlor:;’% 7 ?f
goods; these goods were carried to Europe, and 80 Sind

the bills became due ; the bills were paid out of the pro-
ceeds; and a great trade was thus carvied on upon English
capital, The English Company, on the other hand, was
become a regal, as well as a commercial body ; thf{ G
which was paid for remittance into their treasury in India
was absorbed in the expence of the government ;* and s0

? In his letter to the Directors, dated 26th September, 1763, he says, * The
extent of the Dutch and Frenoh eredit exceeds all coneeption, and their bills
are even solicited as fuvonrs. The precise sums received by them for some
'ireau 1 have endeavoured to ascertaln, though hitherto without success: but
{ wo only form our idea from the bills drawn this year from Europe on in-
dividuals here and Madras, the amount will appear prodigious and alarining.
Advices of drafts and lefters of credit have been already received to, the
amount of twenty-eight lacs on Bengal, and ten on Madras; and 1 bave the
most certain information that their trensnries at Pondicherry and Chandertip-
gore, are amply furnished with all provisiou for both their investments and
expoenses for three years to come. o lrave often complained of the increase
and superiority of the French and Duteh investments; but your orders und
refulnt!nns have farnished them with thie most extensive means of both., It
14 In vain to threaten dismission from your service, or forfeiture of your pro-
teotion, fur sending home money by foreign cash, while you open no doors for
Temittances yourselves. Such menaces may render the practice more secret
and cautious; but will never diminish, much Jess remave the evil.”  Verelst's
Appendix, p. 113.  So much did Mr, Verelst's imagination deceive him, in
regard fo the prosperity of the English rivals, that the exclnsive privileges of
the French Company, after they had struggled for some time on the verge of
baunkruptey, were suspended by the King, and the trade laid open to all the
nation. They were found unable to extricate themselves from their difficul-
tles; and resigning their effects into the hands of government, for certsin
government annuities fo the proprietors of stock, the Company were in
reality dissolved. Raynal, viil. sect. 20, 27.

2 This is not warranted by the facts; s slight cxamination of the general
aceounts of receipts and dishursements exhibited in the accounts of the Bengal
Fresidency published by the Select Committee shows, that the financial -
eulties experienced there nrose not from the political, but the
1 i of the Company. ¥rom 1761 to 1772, therc was a surplos on
tlie terpitorial sccount of about 5,475,0004. (the smaller figares are purposely
omitted). ‘The wiole produce of the import cargoes was 1,487,0004., the cost
value of the goods remitted to England, 5,261,000/, of which, the
8,854,0007. had been provided out of the revenue. Desddes this, large it
tances for commerelal purposes had been wude to other sottlements, and to
China, excceding those received by 2,458,000/, and consequently, exceeding
the whole territorial recelpt by 737,004, It 18 not matter of surprise, there-
fore, thst the tarritorial treasiry was embareassed, 1or ix it to be wandered
at thut the resources of the country were I progress of diminution, the
constant abstractlon of capital, whether in bullion or goods cotld not fail
in time to impoverish any country however rich, and was very goon felt in

dia, jn whith no scoumulation of capltal had evor teken place from the
unsettled state of the G and the i y of Droperly, and
thh% mm:‘\,; tendenoy of the population to press upon the meaus of sy).
sistence.~—W.




ST RESIGNS THE GOVERNMENT. }

TIch. « as could be spared was employed in the pur- BOOK 1V.
hase of investment. This was the cause undoubtedly of CHAP. VAL
the comparative inability of the English Directors to pay ~—-——
the bills which were drawn upon thom.

In the Consultation of the 23d of Octaber, in consideras
tlon of great exigensy, it was resolved, thab the board would
receive all moneys tendered to the Company's treasury
from that day to the 1st of November, 1770 ; and at the
option of the lenders, grant, either interest notes payable
in one year; or receipts bearing interest ab eight per cent.
for bills to be granted at the sailing of the first ship after
the 22nd of November, 1770, payable with three per cent.
interest, in equal proportions on each tender, at one, two,
and three years’ sight. And as a resource to the Directors,
it was resolved to enlarge the investment by purchasing,
not with ready money, but with bonds at eight per cent.
and one year's credit. This was the last considerable act
in which the Governor was engaged. He resigned his
office on the 24th of December, and was succeeded by Mr.
Cartier. A new treaty had been concluded with Suja-ad-
Dowla, which allayed whatever suspicions the ambiguous
conduet of that Governor had raised, and Mr, Verelst left
the three provinces in profound tranquillity.!

1769.

CHAPTER VIIL

Subakdar of the Deccan dethroned by his Brother—The
English take possession. of the Northern Cérears— Make
a Treaty with the Subahdar of the Deccan.—Whick em-
brodls them with Hyder Ali—ITyder's first War with the
Englis/«-—New Treaty with the Subahdar.—Peace with

Hyder.

HE Carnatic remained bub a sliort time fres from the
T pressure of the ueighbouring powers. In the supe-
rior government of the Deccan, Nizam Ali, who had re-
sumed, upon the departure of Bussy, the commnudu'\g
station which he formeérly occupied, made no delay in
e o e, s, B e, o, L

and in the Appendix to his own View of Bengal. ' Information, but needing
o be cuutiom’fy gleaned, is obtained from the numerous Tracts of the day.
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. employing all his advantages to effect the dethronement

. of his feeble-minded brother. - On the 1Sth of July, 1761,
he committed the Subahdar to a prison; and invested
himself with the full powers and insignia of the govern-
ment,

The treaty, by the provisions of which the pretensions
of England and France were at this time adjusted, affords
a singular illustration of the obvious and neglected trath,
that the knowledge requisite for good govemm.ent in Ind.m.
cannot be possessed by rulers sitting and deliberating in
Europe. By the treaty of Paris, concluded on the 10th of
February, 1763, Salabut Jung was acknowledged as lawful
Subahdar of the Deccan, after he had been nearly two
years dethroned, and another reigning in his stead. This
instrument, indeed, which recoguised Salabut Jung as a
great sovereign, was the immediate cause of his death ; for
Nizam Ali, who had been withheld by dread of the restora-
tion of the French power in India, no sooner received in-
telligence of the treaty of Paris, by which the Frensh
resigned the Carnatic, and appeared to abandon the con-
test, than. he felt himself delivered from all restraing,
and ordered his brother to be murdered in September,
1763.

With little concern about Bassalut J ung, who neverthe-
less was elder brother of Nizam Ali, that usurper, at once
a regicide and fratricide, now grasped, without o rival, the
power of Subahdar of the Deccan. The personal title
or name of himself and his father have by the English
been converted into the appellative of his sovereignty ;
and it is under the title of the Nizam, that the Subahdar
of the Deccan is commonly known.

In the beginning of the year 1765, the English aud
Mohammed Ali their Nabob were summoned to action, by
the irruption of Nizam Ali into the Carnatic. With a
great army, which seemed to have no object in view but
plunder and destruction, ho laid waste the open country
with a forocity, even groster than the usual barbarity of
Indian warfare. The troops of the English.and Nabob
were pub in motion from Arcot, under the command of
Colonel Cawpbell, and came in sight of the enemy at the
Pagoda of Tripeti. The Nizam felt no desire to fight,
His army was reduced to great distress for provisions and
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e decamped accordingly on a sudden, and march- BOOK IV.
ing forty miles in one day, evacuated the Carnatic by way cmap, vt
of Colastri and Nelore.

Tt was at this time that Lord Clive, on his passage from 1765
Burope to Bengal, arrived at Madras. The ascendancy of
the English over the Mogul, the unfortunate and nominal
Emperor Shah Aulam, rendered it extremely easy to pro-
cure from him those imperial grants which, however little
respected by the sword, still gave the appearance of legal
right to territorial possession within the ancient limits of
the Mogul empire. A firmaun was solicited and obtained
for the maritime districts, known by the title of the Nor-
thern Circars. Like the rest of India, this tract was held
by renters responsible for a certain porfion of revenue.
Of these some were of recent appointment; others were
the ancient Rajas and Polygars of the country; a set of
men who were often found to be the most convenient ren-
ters, and who, on the regular payment of the expected
revenue, were seldom displaced. The country fell within
the government of the Subahdar of the Deccan, and was
managed by a deputy or commissioner of his appointment,
After the English, however, had expelled from it the
French, the authority of the Subahdar had been rather no-
minal than real. The English held possession of their
factories and forts ; the Rajas and Polygars assumed a
species of independence ; Sulabut Jung had offered it to
Mohammed Ali at the time of his quarrel with Bussy at
Hyderabad ; and Nizam Ali himself had proposed to sur-
render it to the English, on the condition of militery
assistance against Hyder ALl and the Mahrattas. The ad-
vantage of possessing the whole line of coast wh.ich joined
the Hnglish territories in the Carnatic to those in Bengal,
suggested to Clive the importance of obtaining it on per-
manent torms.) A firmaun was accordingly received from
the Emperor, by which, as far as the formality of his
sanction could extend; the Northern Circars were freed
from their dependence upon the Subahdar of the Decoan,
and estowed upon the English. Nor was this the only
diminution which the hominal empire of the Nizam

1 The acqnisition of the Northern Cirears did not give the English the
Shple M‘fl‘l‘ﬂ sea-const: the grovlnca of Orisss held by the Malirattas se-
‘pavated (lem from Bengal.—W.
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pendent of his authority ; and bestowed, holding imme-
diately of the Eraperor, upon the Nabob Mohammed .A_IJ?
together with the new titles of Walla Jah, Ummir ul Hind,
which he ever afterwards used.! Y indi
To take possession of the Circars, on its new za.rlc':J in =
pendent footing, General Calliaud marched with the lr-oops
of the Carnatic, and on the part of the Rajas and Po }l{;mlrf
found little opposition to subdue, The Nizam, or Suba q
dar, was at that time engaged in the country of Barad,
making head against the Mahrattas. But he no sooner
heard of the operations of the English, than he proceeded
with great expedition to Hyderabad ; and to avenge him-
self for the usurpation, as it appeared to him, of an impor-
tant part of his dominions, made preparations for the in-
vasion of the Carnatic. The Presidency, whom their
pecuniary weakness rendered timid, were alarmed at the
prospect of & war with the Subahdar ; and sent orders to Cal-
liaud to hasten to Hyderabad with full powers to negociate s
peace. A treaty was concluded on the 12th of N ovember,
1766, by which the Company agreed to pay to the Nizam an
annual tribute of five lacks of rupees for the three Cirears of
Rajamundry, Ellore, and Mustephanagur ; and for those of
Siceacole (Chicacole) and Murtezanagur, two lacks each, as
soon as they were definitively placed in their hands.
Murtezanagur, commonly called Guntoor, had been as-
signed as a jaghive to Bassalut J ung ; and the Company

! It ia stated that Clive even entertained the project of obtaining for Mo~
hammed Ali the firmaun of Subahdar of the Deccan; but that the Nubob,
who it is trae was worn out with the struggle which he had already a‘ullllnndd»
Who now panted for ease and enjoyment, and whose qualities Clive estimatel
tmore than their actual value (in his corvespondence witlh the Directors ho
ropresents Iis word as more trustwonh( than that of an{ Iluhnmmt:’m
wﬁum ke had ever known, Reports of Committee, 1772), slirunk from ol
prospect of the arducus enterprise, and declared that “the Deccan was oo
great for him to desire to have the charge of its goyernment,” Letter from
the Nabob to Clive in 1785, M8, quoted (p. 150) by the author of the "moi.
and Management of the Last India Com: v o— I8 08 uln{ affirmed, porhlls'o‘m
Yetter grounds (Ohservations by the llru dent and Coungll, on Sir o
Lindsay’'s Letter of the 2ang June, 1771 : Papers fn Rous's A“:f“ e

. 871) that the Naboh used his endeavours to obtain the um-ﬂ'w‘t; i
g?ng“sh power th procore him this high elevation ; but met not lvr’nt 'I. it
resporiing disposition in the gervants of the Company. The ey
m’gdem impurtance to regoire that we sliould spend an( time n‘t’l‘p o =
Ing to aseertuin whother the one allegation or the other ia the trul d—;le p

It la wholly incredible that Mohsmmed Ali would have refused the Sp-
h{l‘plﬂ of the Decean, If ho had had a o

prosp f fng it.
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55 ‘sustained ; for another firmaun was procured from' the
e-vis. Emperor, by which the Carnatic itself was rendered inde-



: JECTIONS TO THE TREATY.
were pleh
a faithful subject to Nizam Ali. They further engaged to
hold a body of troops in readiness, €fto settle in every
thing right and proper, the affairs of his Highness's go-
vernment” And they give him a present of five lacks of
rupees, which the Nabob was ordered to find money to

1
pa'{'.his treaty has been severely condemned. But the Pre-
sidency were not mistaken in regard to their own pecu-
niary difficulties, though they probably over-estimated the
power of the Nizam, whose unpaid and mutinous troops
the money which he received by the treaty scarcely en-
abled him for a short time to appease. The most impru-
dent article of the agreement was that which stipulated
for the Nizam the assistance of English troops; because
this had an evident tendency to embroil, and in the event
did actually embroil them, with other powers. The exploit
in which they were first to be employed, the rednction of
the fort of Bangalore, was mnot, it is probable, disliked by
the Presidency; because they were already upon hostile
terms with Hyder Ali, to whom it belonged. The Nizam,
however, after availing himself of the assistance of the
British troops in collecting the tribute of the Polygars, on
his march, listened to the overtures of Hyder, who was
too eminent a master in the arts of intrigue to let slip an
opportunity of dividing his enemies. The Nizam con-
cluded with him a treaty of alliance, in consequence of
which they united their forces at Bangalore: and in
August 1767, they began to make ineursions into the Car-
m;:i‘;der Ali, who begn to occupy the attention of the
English, and who proved the mpst for}mdnblc enemy whom
they ha’d ever encountered in .Imha, had now rendered
Tiimself entive master of the kingdom of Mysore. The
principality of Mysore, a region of considerable magnitude,
had formed one of the dependencies of the great Hindu
Government of Bijanugguy, Which was: broken up by the
formation of the Mohaminedan kingdoms in the Deecan.
When the declining power of the sovereigns of Bijanuggur

I Seeond Report of the Committee of Seerecy in 1761, p. 22; Wist, and
Management, )3. 161’5 Collection of Treatics, p, 354,

d to suspend their occupation of it, so long as BOOK IV,
ut Jung should live, or so long as he should remain CHAP. viiL

1767,
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. enabled Mysore to throw off its dependence upon that an-
. cient monarchy, its distance and other local circumstances

saved it from subjection to any of the Mohammedan
powers. It continued, therefore, till the period of Hyder's
usurpation, under a pure Hindu government, and afforded
a satisfactory specimen of the political institutions of the
native Hindus. The arts of government were less under-
stood in that, than in the Mohammedan districts of India.
Hardly ever have mankind been united in considerable so-
cieties under a form of polity more rude, than that which
bas every where been found in those parts of India which
remained purely Hindu.!! At a period considerably prior
to the rise of Hyder, the. government of Mysore had
assumed that state, which, if we may judge by its own
example, and that of the Mahrattas, Hindu governments
had a general tendency to assume, The Raja, or Monarc)
was stripped of all power, while a minister kept him a pri-
soner, and governed absolutely in his name, At the time
when the wars of the English in the Carnatic commenced,
the powers of the Raja of Mysore were usurped by two
brothers, named Deoraj, and N unjeraj. It was this same
Nunjeraj, whom the French were enabled to bring to their
assistanice at Trichinopoly ; and who there exhibited so
many specimens of the rudeness of his people, and of his
own ignorance and incapacity. And it was in the station
of a subordinate officer in the service of this commander,
that Hyder Ali began his career.

Mohammed Beloli, the great grandfather of Hyder, was
a native of the Punjab, who came into the Deccan in the
character of a fakir, and, settling in the district of Cal-
burga, about 110 miles in a north-west direction frqm
Hyderabad, acquired considerable property by the exercise
of his religious talents. Mohammed Beloli had two sons,
Mohammed Ali, and Mohammed Wulleo. They left their
father's house, and travelling southward, became ab Bera,
Tevenue peons, or armed men, employed, according to
Indian practice, in the forced collection of the faxes.
Mohammied Ali died at Colar, and Mohammed Wullee, for
the sake of his Property, expelled his widow aad son, and
drove them from his doors, The name of the son was

! Soe the illustrations of the Mysore Government, In the instructive volume
of Col, Wilks,
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i 6hammed, the father of Hyder. He obtained BOOK AV.
along with his mother, protection from a petty officer, cmar. viiL
called a Naik of peons, by whom he was bro_ught up, and =
employed as a peon, 6r comuon foot soldier, in the party 1707
under his command. Futtul Mohammed found means to
distinguish himself, and, in the service of the N abob of
Sera, became, first & Naik of peons, and 'aft,erwards the
Fojedar, or military superintendent of a district. But mis-
fortune overtook his master, The Nahob was dethroned,
his family plundered ; and Futtuh Mohammed lost his
life in their defence. He left two sons, the elder Shabas,
the youngest Hyder, and a widow, who had a brother, the
Naik of a few peons, in the service of a Killedar of Banga-
lore. With this man, the mother of Hyder sought, and,
together with her sons, obtained protection. When Shabas,
the elder of the brothers, grew towards manhood, he was
recommended by his uncle to an officer in the service of
the Raja of Mysore. The youth quickly rose to distine-
tion, and obtained the command of 200 horse and 1000
peons. Hyder, till the age of twenty-seven, could be con-
fined to no serious pursuit, but spent his life between the
labours of the chase, and the pleasures of voluptuous in-
dolence and riot. He joined, however, the troops of
Mysore, as a volunteer at the siege of Deonhully, the castle
of a Polygar, about twenty-four miles north-cast from
Bangalore, which, in 1749, Nunjeraj undertook to reduce.
On this occasion the ardour, the courage, and the mental
resources of Hyder, drew upon him the attention of the
general ; and, at the termination of the siege, he was not
only raised to the command of fifty horse, and 200 peons,
or foot, but was intrusted with the charge of one of the
gates of the fortress. : .

He continued to recommend himself with so much sue-
cosd to Nunjeraj, that, when the efforts of the English to
establish their authority in Madura and Tinivelly, in 1755,
rendered precarious the possassion of the fort of Dindegul,
Hyder was chosen as the mai on whom its defeuce could,
with greatest security, repg#c. It was situated on & high
fook in the middle of & plain, at nearly an equal distance,
af about fifty miles from Madura and Trichinopoly ; and
amid the confusions of the Carnatic had fallen into tho
hands of the Mysoreans about fen years before. This ele-

VYOI, i1 ¥
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. vation added fuel to the ambition of Hyder ; and from this

period his exertions in its gratification beeame conspicuous
and incessant, !

The depredations upon which all Indian, and othc-.zr bar-
barous warriors, are so much accusto{ned tq subs:gt, he
reduced to a system. There are in India, and in particular
in that part of it to which he belonged, a species of.troops,
or of men bearing the title of soldiers, who are partlculq.rlly
skilled in all the arts of plunder and of theft ; “’1.10 Teceive,
indeed, no pay in the armies of most of the Indian states,
but are understood to provide for themselves by the devas-

tations which they commit. A body of these men Hyder

engaged in his service ; and employed in the business of
depredation. Hyder had never learned either to write or
to read ; but he valued himself upon the faculty of pezr-
forming exactly by memory arithmetical caleulations, with
greater velocity than the most expert accountants, He
agreed with his depredators to receive from them one half
of the spoil ; and so skilfully, we are told, were his checks
contrived, that it was nearly impossible for any part of it
to be concealed. Tt was of little importance to Hyder, or
to his gang, when the convenience and safety were equal,
whether the property which they acquired was taken from
friends or from foes. Valuables of every description were
their prey; “from convoys of grain,” says Mr. Wilks,
“cattle and sheep, which were among the most profitable
heads of plunder, down to the clothes, turhans, and ear-
rings of travellers and villagers, men, women, and chil-
dren” Thus it was, that Hyder acquired the sinews of
war ; and before he left Trichinopoly, to which he had re-
paired in the army of Nunjeraj, he was a commander of
1500 horse, 3000 regular infantry, 2000 peons, and fe,n'
guns, Having enlisted the most select of the men dis-
charged by Nunjeraj, he departed for Dindegul at the
head of 2500 horse, 5000 regular infantry, and 2000 peens,
with six guns.  He employed agninst the polygars of his
distriet and its neighbourhood the arts of fraud and of
force, with equal success, His vigilant eye discovered,
and his activity drained, every source of revenue. He ex-
edlled in deceiving the government with false musf..era axd
tccounts ; and the treasures of Hyder were dally aug-
mented. The distracted state of Madura, in 1757, encon-
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raged him to make an effort to gain possession of that BOOK IV.
country ; but Mohammed Issoof marched against him at cmar, viiL,

the head of the English Sepoys, and gave him a severe
defeat at the mouth of the narrow pass of Natam.

The weak and distracted state of the government of
Mysore afforded opportunity to Hyder of ascending
gradually to higher and higher situations and power. The
Raja, who was uneasy at the state of insignificance in °
whioh he was held, harassed the ministers with perpetual
intrigues ; and the brothers themselves were so little
united, that Deoraj, who had most of years and of pru-
dence, retired from the scene in disgust, and left Nunjeraj
alone to sustain the weight of affairs. The treasury had
been exhausted by repeated exactions of the Mahrattas;
and 1758 the troops of Nunjeraj mutinied for payment of
arrears.

This was an occasion on which Hyder conceived that he
might interpose his authority with advantage. He marched
from Dindegul with the whole of his disposable troops;
exerted himself with success in effecting a reconciliation
'beifween the brothers, aud between the hrothers and the
Raja ; with his strict and experienced eye he exumined
and reduced the false décounts of the army; and, by
effecting a partial payment of arrears, restored the troops
to obedience. In this transaction he had sustained the
character of a friend to all ; and took care to be rewarded
in proportion. An assignment was made to him of the
revenues of a tract of country for sums due by the govern-
ment ; and the fort and district of Bangalore were bestowed
upon him in personal jaghire. The mowent looked favour-
able for securing what he probably deemed a greater advan-
tage. [Herri Sing was one of the most powerful chiefs in
the service of Mysore, and the declared enemy of Ilyder.
Under pretence of forwarding part of his troops to Din-
degul, Hyder sent a large dcta.ehmeut to attack the camp
of Ierri Sing, who, reposing i careless security, Wis Sur-
Pprised, with a large portion of his troopy, and mussacred
in the middle of the night.

An invasion of the Mahrattes, which immediately fol-
lowed, in the beginning of 1759, contributed mure remavk-
ably to the elevation of Hyder. Though ‘several of the
Priueipal commanders disdained to serve under a man
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K 1V. whom they had so lately seen in a very subordinate sta-

OHAP. viiL tion, he was appointed to the chief command against this

1767.

formidable enemy ; and acquitted himself with so ml}cil
vigour and success, that before the end of the campaign
he reduced them to an inclination for peace ; and con-
cluded a treaty on what were deemed favourable terms.

Hyder was now advanced to the rank and powerof com-
mander-in-chief, and had only his friend and patron Nun-
Jeraj, for Deoraj was dead, between him and'the entire
control of the resources of the state. Hyder’s impatience
admitted little delay. To secure the countenance of th.e
Raja against a man who was at once his robber and his
gaoler, was an easy intrigue ; and the troops, whose arrears
had not been fully paid,-and had again increased, were art-
fully ineited to mutiny against Nunjeraj, and to place
Hyder, by compulsion, at their head. The Raja now. in-
posed, and offered to procure pay for the troops, as soon
as Hyder should take an oath to be obedient, and to re-
nounce his connexion with the usurping minister. Hyder
failed not to exhibit reluctance ; but at last allowed him-
self to be constrained ; and N unjeraj, who could not any
longer misunderstand the game, and whose courage was
not remarkable, consented to. retire, upon the condition
of receiving an honourable provision, The Raja was com-
plimented with the show of greater liberty ; but Hyder,
to be enabled to provide for the arrears, and the reguiar
pay of the troops, took care to procure the assignment
of the revenues of so many districts, that what was now
in hLis direct possession exceeded half the territory of
the state,

In Mareh, 1751, Hyder received overtures fro_m Lally,
inviting him to his assistance against the English ; and,
amid the contentions of the rival strangers, looked forward
to acyuisitions in the Carnatic. To pave th_e ey for the
ghave which he proposed to take in determining the fate
of that important region, he vesolved to obtain posses-
sion of the territory which separated Mysore from the con-
fings of the Carnatic, and which consisted fivst of the ter-
ritory of Anicul, situated on the eastern verge of the tract
of woody hills, between Savendy Droog and the Cav,
und next of the Baramabal, & province sibuated on the in-
termediate lovel between the fist and second ranges of



L,

] mmediately after the termination of the stratagem BOOK 1V.

ﬂgaiﬁst Nunjeraj, a part of the troops, with a confidential cuar. vizt.

general, were detached to occupy this intermediate terri-
tory, which opened a safe communication into the very
centre of the province of Arcot. Anicul and Baramahal
Were secured ; and the Generel proceeded to Pondicherry,
under orders from Hyder, to settle the terms of co-opera-
tion with the French. These were speedily adjusted ; and,
on the 4th of June, 1760, a detachment of the Mysorean
army arrived at Thiagar, which was surrendered to them
by the treaty. The defeat which was sustained by a
detachment of the English army, sent to intercept the
Mysoreans on their march to Pondicherry, greatly elevated
the spirits of Hyder ; and inspired him with a resolution
to exert his strength in the war of the Carnatic. Several
divisions of his troops were ordered to assemble in
Baramahal ; and the affairs of the Carnatic might have un-
dergone a revolution, had not a storm arisen in another
quarter which it required all the address and power of
Hyder to elude.

The distant employment of the troops of Hyder, and his
Own position, with a small detachment, under command
of the guns of the palace, and surrounded by the river,
which, being now full, it was impossible to pass, suggested
to the queen-raother the possibility of cutting him off, and
delivering her son from the thraldom in which it was the
evident intention of Hyder to retain him. The assistance
was secured of a Mahratta chief, who was at the head of
an army in a neighbouring territory ; and a cannonade
began. Hyder soon discovered that his situation was
desperate : but the main attack being deferred till the
arrival of the Mahrattas, night came on, when Hyder, with
the assistance of a few boats, crossed the river unper-
ceived, with a small body of horse, leaving his family
behind him ; and having travelled ninety-eight miles in
twenty hours, the first seventy-five on the same horse, he
arrived at Bangalore. He was just in time to precede the
orders of the Raja, by which the gates of the fort would
have been shut against hint ; and he now hastened to eol-
lect his forces, of which those serving with Lelly consti-
tuted a principal part.

The fortunes of Hyder tottered on the verge of a pre-
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i ‘F/ cipice. The troops, which were hastening towar
1, from the Carnatic and Baramahal, were intercepted by the

Mahrattas, who had joined the Raja, and besieged in their
camp. The utmost efforts of Hyder were ineffectual to
relieve them; and his power was ready to drop from his
hands; when the Mahrattas agreed to march off, upon
receiving the cession of Baramahal, and the payment of
three lacks of rupees. They had engaged their services
to Lally, now besieged in Pondicherry; but had after-
wards accepted the promise of a large sum fr'om the
English Nabob, on condition of returning immedm.tely to
Poonah. It was in consequence of this stipulation, so
fortunate for Hyder, that they accepted his additional
bribe ; and the man, who was destined to bring the English
interests to the brink of ruin, was saved by a stroke of
English politics. yie

Hyder took the field against the forces of the Raja, bub
still perceiving himself to be inferior to his enemies, he
took a resolution, which it required Oriental hypom«igy
and impudence to form, and of which nothing less than
Oriental credulity could have been the dupe. TUnexpected,
unarmed, and alone, he presented himself as a suppliant
at the door of Nunjersj, and, being admitted, prostrated
himself et his feet. He acknowledged, in terms of bitter
anguish, the wrongs of which he was guilty toward the
first and greatest of his friends; vowed to devote his fus
ture life to their reparation ; and entreated a firm and
ginicere union, that he might establish Nunjeraj in the
station of honour and power in which he had formerly
belield him, Tt requiresa high degree of improbability to
prevent the greater part of mankind from believing what
they vehemently wish. Nunjerajwas gained; and lent his
troops, his exertions, his name, and his influence, to give
ascendancy to the cause of MWyder.. Fraud wias an opera-
tive instrument in the hands of this sspiring generals
Finding himself intercepted with a small detachment
which lad accompanied him on his sudden journey to the
retreat of Nunjeraj, and his junotion with the miain body
of his army which he had left to hang during his absence
upon the rear of the enemy, rendered diffienlt, and his
situation dangerous, he forged letters, in the name of
Nunjeraj, to the principal commanders in the hostile army,
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porting to be the result of a conspiracy into BOOK IV.

which these commanders had already entered to betray cmar. viin
their General to Nunjeraj. The bearer was seized of
course; and the letters delivered into the hands of the
General, who fulfilled the fondest wishes of Hyder, by
taking the panic, and running away from the army.
During its confusion ib was assailed by the main body of
Hyder's forces in the rear, by the detachment with him-
gelf in front: and yielded an easy and decisive victory.
ThHe triumph of Hyder was now secured. He delayed,
only till he augmented his army, and took possession of
the lower country; when he ascended the Ghauts, and
early in the month of May, 1761, arrived at the capital.
He sent to the Raja a message: “That large sums were
due to Hyder by the State, and ought to be liquidated:
after the payment of these arrears, if the Raja should be
pleased to continue him in his service, it was well ; if not,
Hyder would depart, and seek his fortune elsewhere.” The
meaning of this humble communication no one misunder-
stood. It was arranged, that districts should be reserved
to the amount of three lacks of rupees for the personal
expenses of the Raja, and one lack for those of Nunjeraj;
and that of the remainder of the whole country the
management should be taken by Hyder, with the charge
of providing for the expenses, civil and military, of the
government. From this period Hyder was undisputed
master of the kingdom of Mysore.

Hyder was fortunately cast ab one of thase recurring
periods in the history of Oriental nations; when, the
springs of the ancient governments being worn out, and
political dissolution impending, a proper union of audagcity
and intrigue has usually elovated some adventurer to the
throne, Tho degraded situation of the Rajn, and the feebla
and unskilful administration of the two brothers, opened
an avenue to power, of which Hyder was well qualified to
avail himself. The debilitated and distracted governmient
of the Subabdar of the Deccan ; the dreadful blow which
the Mahrattas had just veceived at the battlo of Panipub;
and the fierce and exhaustive contentions which the rival
strangers in the Carnatic were waging against one another,
loft all avound o wide expanse, in which, without much
Tesigtance, he might expect to reap an opulent harvest:

1767,
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. and had it not happened, by a singular train of circum-
stances, that he was opposed by the arms of a people,
whose progress in knowledge and in the arts was far supe-
rior to his own, he, and his son, would probably have
extended their sway over the greater part of India.

In prosecution of the design which Bassalut Jung had
formed to render himself independent of Nizam Ali, he
proceeded, about the month of June in 1761, to the reduc-
tion of Sera. Thiswas a province, formerly governed by
a Nabob, or deputy, of the Subahder of the Deccan. Tt
was now possessed by the Mahrattas. But the shock
which the Mahratta power had sustained by the disaster
of Paniput, inspired Bassalut Jung with the hope of
making a conquest of Sera. By his approach to the ter-
ritories of Hyder, that vigilant chief was quickly brought
near to watch his operations. Bassalut Jung was, by a
short experience, convinced that his TESOUrces were un-
equal to his enterprise ; and as his elder brother was
imprisoned by Nizam Ali, on the 18th of J uly, his presence
ab the seat of his own government was wrgently required,
That the expedition might not appear to have been under-
taken in vain, he made an offer to Hyder of the Naboh-
ship of Sera, though yet uuconquered, for three lacks of
rupees ; and formally invested him with the office anq
title, under the name of Hyder Ali Khan Behauder; which
he afterwards bore, The allied chiefs united their armj
and, having speedily reduced the country to the obedienee
of Hyder, took leave of each other about the beginning of
the year 1762.

Hyder continued to extend his conquests over the two
Balipooas; over Gooti, the territory of the Mahrattq
chieftain Morari Row; received the submission of the
Polygars of Raidroog, Harponelly, and Chittledroog ; ang
early in 1763 he marched under the invitation of an jm.
postor, who pretended to be the young Raja of Bednore,
o the conquest of that kingdom. The terriiory of Bed-
nore includes the summit of that part of the range of
western hills, which, at a height of from four to five thou-
sand feet above the level of the ses, and for nine menths
of the year involved in rain and moisture, which clothe
them with the most enormous trees, and the most profuse
vegetation, overlook the provinces of Canara and Malabar,




Tounded by hills, extended its sway over the maritime cmaP. vIIL

region of Canara, and on the eastern side of the moun-

tains, as far as Santa Bednore and Hoolalkera, within

twenty miles of Chittledroog. This country had suffered
little from the calamities of recent war ; and the riches of
the capital, which was eight miles in circumference, are
represented as having been immense. Hyder made the

" conquest with great ease, and confessed that the treasure
which he acquired in Bednore was the grand instrument of
his future greatness.!

Hyder devoted his mind with great intensity to the es-
tablishment of a vigorous and efficient administration in
this country ; which opened to him a new scene of con-
quest. He took possession of Soonda, a district on the
northern frontier of Bednore: he reduced to submission
and dependance the Nabob of Savanoor, a territory which
formed a deep indentation between his recent acquisitions
of Se'm and Soonda: and he rapidly extended his northern
frontier across the rivers Werda, Malpurba, and Gutpurba,
almost to the banks of the Kistna.

This daring progress, however, again brought the Mah-
rattas upon his hands. Since the battle of Paniput, they
had, in this quarter of India, been pushed with some
vigour by Nizam Ali, the new Subahdar, who, at the corm-
mencemient of his reign, gave some signs of military
ardour and talent. He had constrained them to restore
the celobrated fortress of Dowlatabad, in 1762; and, in
1763, carried his arms to Poona, the capital; which he
reduced to ashes. The accommodation which succeeded
this event, and the occupation which the Nizam was now
receiving by the war for the reduction of his brother Bas-
salut Jung, seemed to present an opportunity to the Mah-
rattas of chastising the encroachments of a neighbour,

1. Qol. Wilks thinks he estimates the amount of it very low at 12,000,001
sterling. More likely it was not & third of the sum. ©The immense pro-

rty,” he calls it, ** of the mest opulent commercial town of the Fast, and
ull of rlch dwellings.” Y'he sowtd judgmibut of Col. Wilks generally pre-
seryes him, much bétter than Orlemial gentlemen in general, from the strain
of Eastorn hyperbole. The richest commarcial towsn of the East, neither o
Bea-port, nor on any great Jine of communication, jn a situation almost in-
mmlhie, on the fop of unwholesome mountains | Besides, there is little
opitlenes in any house in Indls, orin any shop. The chief articles of splendonr
i Juwels, which almost always are carried away, or hid, upon the appearanco

gor.

1767,
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\BOOKTV. whom as yet they despised. Madoo Row, who, third in

ciaw. vur. order of time, had, under the title of Peshya, or Prime

————— Minister, succeeded to the supreme authority among the

1767.  Mahratta states, crossed the Kistna in May, 1764, with an

army which greatly outnumbered that which Hyder was

able to bring into the field! He sustained a tedious, un-

equal conflict, which greatly reduced and disheartened his

army, till 1765 ; when the Mahrattas agreed to retire, upon

condition that he should restore the districts wrested from

Morari Row, relinquish all claims upon the territory of
Savanoor, and pay thirty-two lacks of rupees.

He hastened to give order to his recent conquests: in
the cast, which the late interruption of his prosperity had
animated into rebellion. As his forts and garrisons had
remained firm, these disturbances were speedily reduced,
and .he immediately turned his eye to new acquisitions,
Having employed the greater part of the year 1765 in
regulating the affairs of his government, and repairing his
losses, he descended into Canara in the beginning of 1766
with the declared intention of making the conquest of
Malabar, After an irregular war of some duration with
the Nairs, the whole country submitted ; and a few sub-
sequent struggles only afforded an opportunity for cutting
off the most refractory subjects, and establishing & morg
complete subjection. Hehad accomplished this important
enterprise before the end of the year 1766, when he wgg
recalled to Seringapatam, by intelligence of the utmogt
importance, Madoo Row had issued from Poona; Nizam
Ali, with an English corps, was advancing from Hyderabad,
the English had already sent to attack some of his djg.
tricts which interfored with the Carnatic; and all thege
powers were joined, according to report, in one graud con-
federacy, for the conquesf of Mysore. Nizam Ali, however,
and the English, were the only enemies Whom 1t Was iy

1 Qol, Wilks malkes, on fhis ozcasion, a judicious remark, the spiri¢ 5p
which should have saved him from tho pecunisry eXBEEerptions mentioned
above. 1 have found it proper,” he says, ©to AISUSE 0¥ Manuseripg jn
atatements of numbers, more thao in any other cass. In no Country, and
in no circnmstance, is it safe to trust to any 5m(-5mmt of numbers thut 1s not
derived from actusl roturns. Even Sir Eyre Coote, Whosé keen and uxpe-
rienced eye wight be considered as u gafe gulde, and whose pura mind never
herboured a thought of e eration, states the force of Hyder, in the
Uattle of Purte Novo, st of July, 1751, to have been from 140,600 to 150,000
Uorso and irregulsr cavalry, besides twenty-five battalions of rejgalars

vh:n| 1t Iy certaln that the whole did not exceed 80,000  HMist. Shotches,
y U1
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nEdiptoly necessary to oppose ; and the Nizam, as we have B ~
A« y seen, he easily converted into an ally. In this cmae. vii.
state of his kingdom and fortunes, he began his first war
With the English, in 1767.! 1 ;

He was exasperated, not only by the readiness with
which, in the late treaty with the Nizam, the English had
agree(i to join in hostilities against him, but by an actual
invasion of his dominions. Under the pretence that it
formerly belonged to the Carnatic, but chiefly induced,
we may suppose, by the consideration of the passage
which it afforded an enemy into the heart of that country,
the English had sent a Major, with some Europeans, and
two battalions of Sepoys, into Baramahl, who, unhappily
were just strong enough to overrun the open territory, and
enrage its master ; but were unable to make any impres-
sion upon the strong forts, much less to secure possession
of the country.

It was by the means of Maphuz Khan, the brother of
the English Nabob, who had acted as an enemy of the
English from the period of his recall as renter of Madura
and Tinivelly, that Hyder effected his alliance with the
Nizam, The English corps, under Colonel Smith, which
had followed the Nizam into Hyder’s dominions, had sepa-
rated from his army, upon intimation of the design which
that faithless usurper was supposed to entertain. The
Nabob Mohammed Ali; who had early intelligonce of the
views of the Nizam, urged the Presidency to attack his
camp before the junction of the Mysorcan. The adviece,
however, was neglected, and in the mounth of Septomber,
Colonel Smith was attacked on his march, near Changama
by the united forces of the new allics. He sustained the
aftack, which, for the space of an hour? was vigorously
| maintained; and for that time pgpelled the enemy. Ie

found himself, however, under the necessity of flight;
and marching thirty-six hours, without refreshment, }_xe
arrived at Trinomalee, He here enclosed himself within
the walls of the fort, from which he soon beheld the sur-

1767.

‘ 1 Por the Life of Hyder, the Resdarches of Col. Wilks, p. 240--978, ave the
i intelligence,
‘ bc;t'ﬁ:‘:rr::t;:fn cnumm{vnlccd at two, and continned till dark. With regard to
thie snbsequent retrent Colonel Wilks states that the men had been Iweniy~
Boven hoars without refreshment or repuse when they arrived at Trinonales
on the 4th.—W,
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- rounding country covered by the troops of the enemy, and
- desolated with fire and sword.

He remained not long an idle spectator, though his
weakness compelled him to act with caution. He en-
camped for a few days under the walls of Trinomalee, and
afterwards near a place called Calishy-Wéacum, about ten
miles farther to the north. While the army lay in thig
situation, Hyder planned an expedition, from which im-
portant consequences might have ensued. He detached
into the Carnatic 5000 horse, who marched without oppo-
sition to the very precincts of Madras. The place was
completely taken by surprise. The President and Council
were at their garden houses, without the town ; and had
not the Mysoreans been more eager to plunder than to
improve the advantages which their unexpected arrival
had proocured, the geizure of the English chiefs might have
enabled them to dictate the terms of peace. '

. Before the rains compelled the English army to retire
into cantonments at Wandewash, Colonel Smith attacked
the enemy, with some adyantage,! before Trinomalee, In
the mean time Nizam Ali, whose resources could ill endure
a protracted contest, or the disordered state of his govern-
ment a tedious absence, grew heartily sick of the war ;
and during the period of inactivity signified to the English
his desire of negotiation. As a security against deception
Colonel Smith insisted that he should first separate his
troops from those of Hyder. But in the mean time the
period of operations returned; and the English com-
mander, now respectably reinforced, marched towards the
enemy, who in the month of December had taken the
field on the further side of Velore. The two armies met,
and came to action, between Amboor and Wanumbaddy,
when Hyder and his allywere defeated, and fled to Cavery-
patnam. This disaster quickened the decision of the Nizam,
who now lost not any time in separating his troops from
. the Mysoreans, and commencing his negotiation with the
' Finglish. A treaty was concluded between the Subahdar,
the Nabob, und the English, in February, 1768 ; by which
the titles of the Nabob, and the grants which he had re-

1« With some advantage” meaus the entire defeat of the allies, withh & losa
Gf wbont 4000 men, 64 guns, and & Jurge quantity of military stores. The
Niziea, hnmedlately after the batile, withdrew from the scene of aotion, and
Huvder foll back within his own frontier. Wilks i, 41.—W,




NIZAM ALI DESERTS HYDER.

“were confirmed ; the former conditions respecting BOOK [V.
the Northern (ircars were renewed; the dewannee, or cuar.vi.
revenues, in other words the government of the Carnatic

alagaut, a country possessed by Hyder, was in name con- 1767.

signed to the English, subject to a payment of seven lacks
peg:-:l annum to ths Nizam, and the tribute or chout to the

Mahrattas ; the English agreed to assist the Nizam with
two battalions of Sepoys, and six pieces of cannon, as
often as required ; and the tribute due to the Nizam for
the Circars was reduced from nine lacks perpetual, to
soven lacks per annum, for the space of six years.!

'he victory gained over the united forces of the allies,
and their final separation by treaty, elevated the Madras
‘government to a high tone of ambition. They resolved
not only to carry their arms into Mysore, but to make the
conquest and acquisition of the country. They pressed
Mohammed Ali to join the army, that the war might as
far as possible appear to be his, “They pompously ” (as
the Directors afterwards reproached them) “appointed
him Phousdar of Mysore,” and afterwards accused him,
for accepting that very title, “of an insatiable desire of
extending his dominions.”* To bring the conduct of the

1 Oollection of Treaties (printed 1818}, p. 864, 372. The Presidency held
up to the Directors the necessity of supporting the Nizam, as a barrier against
he Mahrattas —a policy of which the Directors enirely disapproved. Ben
;.euu- 16th March, 1768 ; Fifth Report, Secrot Committee, 1781, Appendix

m X n?:l tuo I:I I::"“}ilmh ‘ihy, 1708, Ram‘LAp dl:t' l:l 817, ‘rlll: which
¢ con on with the Nizam is strangly repro = not, 4. 'y
Moor the Company to take the purt o{. umpires Indostan. Iy it hnﬁ “l:?xt
peen for the imprident measures you have taken, the country powers would
have formed a balance of power aiong tivmsvives, We wish th 406 the Indian
Princes remain as 4 check upon one another, without our interfering,"— They
declare oxprossly, © With respect to the Nizam and Hyder All It Isonr interest
that neither of them should be totally censhed.” the same purpose, see
). 529, In another letter, dated 17th March, 1769, aiter telling the Madras
!;r jdency that they had paid no regacd to the above Injunctions, and to the
h“\ tenor, which was to the same efféct, of all the instructions of their em-
Ribger they say; It is with the utmost auxlety and displeasure that we see
x,m'w“t,l article of the treaty with the Subab, by which he cedes to the Comi-
the ""“' ‘Ue“.;mnee of the Carnatic: Balaghsut: » measure so totally repug-
BN, S most positive and repéated orders, not to extend our possessions
v '3 tnlur Carnabic, oo Qur displeasire hereat is aggravated, by the dls-
:::ycm lu“xmlumer in which these affairs are represented to us in your ad-
L-"e“"!un‘l'h- ¢ GXpress 6 SUong opitlon on the passion of thelr servants for
vices. by SED )y with the native powers. * We canuot take & view of
t of your negotinti lr)rI lhc’(:iwars,
¢ Sl ieapprobstion ; and when we se¢ the opw ent fortunes,
ihoNs Ly “‘j{,‘;ﬁ”’,ﬁ,“‘“.,‘ﬂ"mms, who are returned since that periud, it
s ‘“‘:“)‘ m much weigh, to the publie opinion, that the rage fur negotiations,
mn::iea and alliavices, has private advantage for its object more than the
public good.” 1bid. p: 520, 621, p
n‘ﬁl‘t'ﬁr"f‘mm th: Directors to Governor and Council of Madras, 17th

March, 1709

interfering extensive
your conduct, from the ol
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00X IV, war still more under the control of the Presidency, they
enar, viz. sent to the army two members of council, as field depu-
ties, without whose concurrence no operations should be
1709.  carried on. These members compelled the commander of
the troops to renounce his own scheme of operations, that
he might act offensively against Mysore. The English
army, however, too feeble for the enterprise, acted without
energy ; and the suramer of 1768 passed in unavailing
movements and diminutive attempts. Hyder, the newness
of whose government could not long dispense with his
presence, was well inclined to postpone his struggle with
the English, and made in September an overture towards
peace. It was received, however, with great haughtiness
by the Presidency, whose persuasion of the weakness of
their enemy, and hopes of a speedy conquest of his realm,
it only tended to increase and inflame. Tn the mean time
Hyder was by no means inattentive to the war. He took
the considerable fort of Mulwaggle ; and gained some ad-
vantages over Colonel Wood, who attempted in vain to
recover the place. The Presidency, dissatisfied with the
progress of the war under Colonel Smith, who was highly
exasperated by the control of the field deputies, recalled
that respectable officer ; and Mohammed Ali, whom they
had in some measure forced to join the army, but who
was now unwilling to leave it, they commanded, under
pain of deprivation, to return. The army became weak
and despondent ¢hrough sickness and desertion. Hyder
displayed increasing vigour. He attacked Colonel Wood,
who was unable to save his baggage. Before the end of
the year he had recovered all the conquered districts; and
in January, 1769, carried his usual ravages into the Carng-
tic. He penetrated into the district of Trichinopoly ; and
detached one of his Generals into the provinces of Madura
and Tinivelly, which he plundered and laid waste. The
English army were unprovided with hol‘se_', and could
neither overtake the march of Hyder, nor interrupt his
devastations. No part of the southern division of the
Clarnatic escaped his destiuctive ravages, except the do-
minions of the Baja of Tanjore, who saved himself by a
timely accommodation, and whose alliance ITyder was *
solicitous to gain.  Colonel Smith was again placed at the
head of the English forces, and by judicious movements




ICTATES THE TERMS OF A PEACE. l d
N ey & i

B mied the operations of Hyder. He even interposed BOOK V.
with desterity a detachment between Hyder and his own CHAP. vIIL
country, which was of the less importance, however, to ey
that warrior, as he drew his resources from the country in i
Whi it

Hc)}vldgf é'ggvg}neditated a stroke, which he executed with
greal felicity and address. Sending all hls'henvy buggx.;ge'
and collected plunder home from Pondicherry, th.ch
during this incursion he had twice visited to confer with
the French, he drew the English army, by a series of art-
ful movements, to a considerable distance from Madras,
when, putting himself at the head of 6000 cavalry, and
performing a march of 120 miles in a space of three days,
he appeared suddenly en the mount of San Thomé, in the
immediate vicinity of the English capital. From this he
dispatched a message to the (Governor, requiring that a
negotiation for peace should be immediately opened ; and
that in the mean time the approach of the army in the
field should be forbidden. The Presidency were struck
with consternation. The fort might undoubtedly have
held out till the arrival of Smith ; but the open town,
with its riches, the adjacent country, and the garden
houses of the President and Council, would have been
ravaged and destroyed. The Presidency were now seriously
inclined to peace ; and notwithstanding the unfavourable-
ness of their situation, they agreed to negotiate upon
Hyder's terms, A treaty was concluded on the 4th of
April, 1769, consisting of two grand cenditions: first, a
mutual restitution of conquests, including the cession to
Hyder of & small district, which had formerly becn cut f‘ﬁ'
from the Mysorean deminions ; and secondly, mutual aid,

iance in defensive wars,

an'(}‘lfclaltia}lsasters of the war in the Carnatic, with the dis-
orders which pervaded the government of Bengal, exeited
the most violent apprehensions in the Company, and
reduced sixby per cent. the price of East India Stock.
The treaty with Hyder was the bed on which the resent-
ments of the Directors sought to repose. It is very ob-
servable, however, that their letters on this subject abound
mouch more with terms of vague and general reproach, )
than with any clear designation of mischief to \.Vllluh' the
conditions of the treaty were caleulated to give birth,
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V. They accuse the Presidency of irresolution and incapacity ;

and tell them that by the feebleness with which they had
carried on the war, and the pusillanimity with which they
had made peace at the dictation of an enemy, “they had
laid a foundation for the natives of Hindustan to think

" they may insult the Company at pleasure with impunity.”

Yet they pretended not, that a mutual renunciation of con-
quests was not better than a continuation of the war; or
that the vain boast of driving Hyder’s light cavalry from
the walls of Madras would not have been dearly pur-
chased with the ravage of the city of Madras and the
surrounding country. The Presidency affirm that they
“were compelled to make peace for want of money to wage
war.”! And the only imprudent article of the treaty, in
which, however, there was nothing of humiliation or in-
consistency with the train of the Conipan i

the reciprocation of military assisttmcé) 5 b{:::,f::l (i;yf’ :;lﬁ
the evident tendency (a circumstance, however, which
seerned not ever to be greatly deprecated,) was, to embroil
them with other powers.?

CHAPTER IX.

Public oprnion in England.— Pracecdings in the India House
and wn Parliament—Plan of Supervisors—Plan of a
King's Comm isstoner.—Inerease of Pecuniary Difficulties.
—Dividend raised—Company wnable to meet their Obli-
gutions—Parliamentary Inguiry—Ministerial religf.—
An Act, which changes the Constitution of the Company.
—Tendency of the Change~—Financial and Commercial
State.

THE affairs of the Company excited various and conflict-
ing passions in England, and gave rise to measures of
more than ordinary importance, The act of parliament
having espired which limited the amount of dividend in

1 Letters to the Court of Directors, 28rd March, 17705 Rous's App, p. 1415,

4 For these transactions, besides the printed official documents, the well-
fnformed, bt not ipartial anthor, of the History and Management of the
East Indis Company, has been, with cantion, followed, together with Roub-
son's Life of Hyder Ali, eorrected from anthentic MSS. by My, Grant.—M.

A more anthentic and acturate account ik to be found in Col. Wilks's His<

. torical Sketches of the South of I[ndin—W.



Testriction, as transferring the powers of the Company to cnae. 1x.

Parliament, subverting the privileges of their charter, and
rendering insecure the property of every commercial and
Corporate hody in the kingdom.. They even presented to
Patliament a petition, in which these arguments were
Vehemently enforced ; and so well by thls.tlme were they
Tepresented in that assembly, that a sufficiency of orators
Was not wanting, who in both Houses supported their
claims. Opposite views, notwithstanding, prevailed ; and
an act was passed to prevent the increase of the devi-
dend beyond ten per cent. till the 1st day of February,
1769. 4

Before the expiration of this term, the Company, who
were anxious to evade the question respecting the public
claim to the sovereignty of the Indian territory, very assi-
duously negotiated with the minister a temporary arrange-
ment. After a great deal of conference and correspondence,
an act was passed, in April, 1769, to the following effect ;
That the territorial revenues in India should be held by the
Company for five years to come ; that in consideration of
this benefit they should pay into the exchequer 400,000/
every year ; that, if the revenues allowed, they might in-
orease the dividend, by augmentations not exceeding one
per cent. in one year, to twelve and a half per cent. ; that
if, on the other hand, the dividend should fall below ten
per cent., the payment into the exchequer should obtain a
proportional reduction, and entirely cease if the dividend
should decline to six per cent.; that the Company should,
during each year of the term, export British merchandise,
exclusive of naval and military stores, to the amount of
380,837 ; and thab when they should have paid thop'
simple contract debts bearing interest, and reduced their
bonded debt to an equality with their loans to guyerumgnt,
they should add to theseloans the surplus of their receipts
at an interest of two per cent. This u_greemen_t hetween
the public and the Company was made, it is obvious, upon
the same supposition, that of & great surplus reyenue, upon
which succeeding agreements have been made, and with the
same result. G \

In the meantime, the grievous failure in the annual trea-

1 Act 9, Geo. TIL c. 24,
VOL, 111, 4

1769,
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- sures, which they had been so confidently promised ; and [
cnaP. 1X. which, with all the credulity of violent wishes, they had
50 fondly and confidently promised themselves : exeited,
both in the Company, and in the nation, the most vehement
complaints against the managers in India, to whose mis-
conduct was ascribed the disappointment of hopes which.
no conduct could have realized! A grand -investigation
and reform were decreed. And for the performance, after
great consultation, it was resolved : That three persons
should be chosen, whose acquaintance with Indian affairs,
and whose character for talents, diligence, and probity,
should afford the best security for the right discharge of
80 important a trust ; and that they should be sent out,
in the name and with the character of Supervisors, and
with powers adapted to the exigence of the cage. Mr.
Vansittart, the late Governor of Bengal, Mr. Scrafton, and
Colonel Ford, were recommended as the three eom’mi5~
sioners ; and it was proposed to invest them with almost
all the powers which the Company themselyes, if present
in India, would possess ; & power of superseding the opera~
tions and suspending the authority of the Presidents and
(ouncils, of investigating every department of the service.
and establishing such regulations as the interests of the
Company might seem to require. The scheme was indeed
opposed with great vehemence by all those who fayoured
the persons now invested with the governing powers in
India ; by all those who had any pique against the indivi-
duals proposed ; and by all those who disliked the acoumu-
lation of exorbitant authority in & small number of hands.
But though they formed no inconsiderable party, the
disappointment of the golden dreams of the ?mprietorg
provailed in the General Court; and supervisors with
extraordinary powers, it was resolved, were the very
remedy which the maladies of the Indian government
required. "

But the pretensions of the ministry again interfered.
Not only was the legality disputed of the commigsion by ¢

! The manner in which Clive, to enhanoe the merit of his own services,
Thad puffed the importance of the Indisn tersitory, and iuflamed the hopes of
treasure whioh it was to prodiice, misled the Company. The perpetually ve-
curring interests of thelr servants to delude them with these hopes, and their
mnhul roadl to beltove 5 has been o perennial foun.

of misgovernment.




OPPOSITE PRETENSIONS.

regarded with alarm and abhorrence. As an accession to

heir power and influence in India, which they imagined
would be of the utmost importance, they had applied to
government for two ships of the line, and some frigates.
No aversion to this proposition was betrayed. by the mi-
nistry; but when the Company were elated with the hopes
which a compliance was caloulated to inspire, they were
suddenly informed that the naval officer whom the Crown
should appoint to command in India, must be vested with
full powers to adjust all maritime affairs; to transact with
the native princes ; and, in short, to act the principal part
in the offensive and defensive policy of the country. The
Directors represented this proposal as affecting the honour,
and the very existence of the Company. The (eneral
Court was adjourned from time to time to afford sufficient
space for the consideration of so important a subject; and
the Proprietors were entreated to consider the present
moment as the very crisis of their fate ; and to devote to
the question a proportional share of their attention. To
vest the officers of the Crown in India with powers inde-
pendent of the Company, was in reality, they said, to
extrude the Compauy from the government; to lay the
foundation of endless contests between the servants of the
King and those of the Company ; and to prepare the ruin
of the national interest in that part of the world ; if the
Company were incapable of maintaining their territorial
acquisitions, to surrender them to the powers of the
country, upon terms advantageous to their commerce, was
better, it was averred, than to lie at the mercy of a minis-
tor: and the fatal effects of the interference of the servants
of the Crown in the affairs of a Company, form.ed for up-
holding a beneficial intercourse with India, were illustrated
by contrasting the ruin of the French Bast India Cu.mpnny;
the affairs of which the ministers of the French King had
5o officiously controlled, with the prasperity of the Dutch
East India Company, the affairs of which had been left en-
tirely to themselves. The grand argument, on the other
side, was furnished by Clive and the Directors themselves;
who had used so many and such emphatical terms to im-
Pross a belief that the unprosperous state of their govern-

H @ supervisors were a.ppoiﬁted; but a share was BO
in the government of India, which the Directors CHAP. 1%.

1769,
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V. ment was wholly produced by the rapacity and misconduct
cuar. 1x. of those who conducted it in India, In the first place, the
authority of a King's officer was held up as an indispensable
security against the vices of the Company’s servants ; and
in the next place the dignity of the master whom he served
was represented as necessary to give majesty to the nego-
tiations which a corapany of merchants might be required
to conduct with the potentates of India! After long and
. acrimonious debates, the powers demanded for an officer of
the Crown were condemned in a Court of Proprietors ; and
the ministers were not disposed to enforce, by any violent
procedure, the acceptance of their terms, The Company
would agree to sanction the interference of the officer com-
manding the ships of the King only within the Gulf of
Persia, where they were embroiled with some of the neigh-
bouring chiefs ; the demand of two ships of the line for the
Bay of Bengal was suspended ; and the legal objection to
the commission of the supervisors was withdrawn, In
this manner, at the present conjuncture, was the dispute
between the Government and the Company compromised,
Two frigates, beside the squadron for the Gulf of Persi
were ordered upon Indian service. In one of them the
supervisors took their passage. Their fate was remarkalble,
The vessel which carried them never reached her port;
nor was any intelligence of her or her passengers g
raceived,

Mr, Cartier assumed the government of Bengal at the
beginning of the year 1770.

1769,

! These debates are reported in various periodical publications of the time.
A good abstract of them is presented in the Annual Register for 1760, A
varioty of pamphlets was produced by the dispute; of thosa which have come
under the author's inspection, the following are the titles of the more re-
markabie: * An Address to the Proprietors of India Stock, showing, from
the political State of Indostan, the Ni ity of ling Comy s to
regulate and direct their Affairs abroad; and likewiso the Expediency of
joining & Servant of Government in the Commission. Frinted for S. Bladon
In Paternoster Row, 17693 “ A {eiter to the Proprictors of East India Stock,

infng & brief Rel of the Neg with Gover , from the
Year 1767 to the present Time, respecting the Company’s Acquisitions in
India, together with sume Gunsiderations on the principal Plans for Adjnsting
the Matters in dispute, which have been discussed in the General Court of
Proprietors. Printed for B. White, at Horace's Head, in Flees Stroot, 17681
© A Larter to the Proprivtors of India Stock, confaining a Reply to sume In-
sinuations in AN oLD I'RopRigron’s Lirten 70 THE PROPRIEYoNs an the 13fh
Inat. velutive to the Ballot of thar Day. Printed for W. Nicholl, No. 81, St.
Pani's Olurch Yurd, 1760;" “ A Letter to the Proprictors of E. 1. Steck,
by Governor Johnstone. Printed for W. Nicholl, 1769;” < A Letter to the
Propriotors of East Indin Stock, reélative to some P | ded to be
moved at the sext Genaral Court, on Wednesday the 12¢h of July.” Printed
s above, 1769,




Proving, ia ; acalamity by which more than a third
of the isigéi{:gts of Bengal were computed to have been
estroyed.:

On the 10th of March, 1770, the Nabob Syef ad Dowla
died of the small-pox; and his brother Mubgrek ad Dowln.,
& minor, was appointed to occupy his station. The Pre-
sident and Council made with him the same arrangements,
and afforded the same allowance for the support of his
family and dignity, as had been established in the time of
hig predecessor. But this agreement was condemned in
very unceremonious terms by the Directors. « When we
advert,” say they, “to the encomiums you have passed on
your own abilities and prudence, and on your attention to
the Company'’s interest (in the expostulations you have
thought proper to make on our appointment of commis-
sioners to superintend our general affairs in India), we
cannot but observe with astonishment, that an event of so
much importance as the death of the Nabob Syef al Dowla,
and the establishment of a successor in so great a degree
of non-age, should not have been attended with those
advantages for the Company, which such a circumstance
offered to your view. Convinced, as we are, that an allow-
ance of sixteen lacks per annum will be sufficient for the
support of the Nabob's state and rank, while a minor, we
must consider every addition thereto as so much to be
wasted on a herd of parasites and sycophants, who will
continually surround him; or at least be hoarded up, a
consequence still more pernicious to the Company, You
are, therefore, during the non-age of the Nabob, to reduce
his annual stipend to sixteen lacks of rupees.”*

By the last regnlations of the Directors, the inland trade
in malt, betel-nut, and tobaceo, was reserved to the natives,
and Buropeans were excluded from it. By a letter of theirs,
however, dated the 23 of March, 1770, it was commanded
to be laid open to all persons, Europeans as well as natives,
but without any privileges to their countrymen or servants
beyond what were enjoyed by natives and other subjeots.

¥ N bl
1L of the Governor and Couneil fo the Diroctors, 3rd Nov, 1772,
2 tﬁ:z'r‘m Latter to Bengal, 10th Aprdl, 1771,

first yearof his administration was distinguished by BOOK 1V,
D8 of those dreadful famines which so often affliot the csap. 1x.

1770.
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. —These regulations were promulgated on the 12th of De-
CHAP. IX. cember.

In the meantime financial difficulties were every day
becoming more heavy and oppressive. On the 1st of
January, 1771, when the President and Council at Fort
William had received into their treasury 95,43,855 current
rupees, for which they had granted bills on the Court of
Directors, the cash remaining in it was only 35,42,761 ru
pees. At the same period the amount of bond debts in
Bengal was 612,628 And at the beginning of the following
year it had swelled to 1,039,478/,

Notwithstanding the intelligence which the Directors
had received of the inadequacy of their revenues, and the
accumulation of their debts in all parts of India ; and not-
withstanding their knowledge of the great amount of bills
drawn upon them, for which they were altogether unable
to provide, they signalized their rapacity on the 26th of
September, 1770, by coming to a resolution for recommend-
ing it to the General Court, to avail themselves of the per-
mission accorded in the late Act, by making a dividend af
the rate of twelve per cent. per annum. The approbation
of the General Court was unanimous. On the 14th of
March and 25th of September, 1771, it was resolved, by the
Court of Directors, to recommend to the General Court an
augmentation of the dividend to six and a quarter per cent,
for the six months respectively ensuing : approved in the
General Court, by ninety-four voices against five in the
first instance, and three hundred and seventy-four against
thirty in the second. On the 17th of March, 1772, the
Directors again resolved to recommend a dividend of six
and & quarter per cent. for the current half year, which the
Court of Proprietors in a similar manner confirmed.

These desperate proceedings hurried the affairs of the
Company to & crisis. On the 8th of July, on an estimate
of cash for the next three months, that is, of the payments
falling due, and the cash and receipts which were appli-
oable to meet them, there appeared o deficiency of no less
than 1,202,000Z. On the 15th of July the Directors were
reduced to the necessity of applying to the Bank for a loan
of 400,000Z. On the 29th of July they applied to it for an
additional loan of 300,000, of which the Bank was pro-
valled upon to edvance ouly 200,000, And, on the 10th




B, FOR BETTER REGULATION,

gust, the Chairman and Deputy waited upon the BOOK IV.
Inister, o represent to him the deplorable state of the cuaPp. 1x.
Company’ and the necessity of being supported by a loan
of at leagt, one million from the public.!

e glorious promises which had been so confidently
made of unbounded riches from India, their total failure,
the violent imputations of corrupt and erroneous conduct
which the Directors and the agents of their goverl?mezxt
mutually cast upon one another, had, previous to this dis-
closure raised o great ferment in the nation, the most
violent suspicions of extreme misconduct on the part of
the Company and their servants, and a desire for some
offectual interference on the part of the Legislature. In
the King's speech, on the 21st of January, at the opening
‘of the preceding session, it had been intimated that one
branch of the national concerns which, “as well from re-
moteness of place, as from other circumstances, was pecu-
Liarly liable to abuses, and exposed to danger, might stand
in need of the interposition of the Legislature, and require
new laws, either for supplying defects or remedying dis-
orders.” On the 30th of March a motion was made by the
Deputy-Chairman for leave to bring in a Bill for the better
regulation of the Company’s servants, and for improving
the administration of justice in India. The grand evil of
which the Directors complained was the want of powers to
inflict upon their servants adequate punishment either for
disobedience of orders, or any other species of misconduct.
The Charter of Justices, granted in 1753, empowaered the
Mayor's Court of Calcutts, which it converted into a Court
of Record, to try all eivil suits arising between Europeans,
within the town or factory of Calcutta, or the factories de-
pendent upon if: i also coustituted the President and
Council a Court of Reeord, to receive and determine appeals
from the Mayors ; it further erected them into Justices of
the Peace, with power to hold quarter sessions ; and into
Commissioners of oyer and terminer, and general gaol-d?h—
very, for the trying and punishing of all offences, high
treason excepted, commitbed within the limits ot.(,-x\'lm}tta
and its dependent factories, This extent of jurisdiction,
measured by the sphere of the Company's possessions at

1772,

1 For the details and documents relative o this onrions part of the hl;!tnry
of the Company, see the Eighth Keport of the Cunmities of Seoresy, 1778,
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V. the time when it was assigned, deprived them of all powers
crap. 1x. of juridical coercion with regard to Europeans over the
wide extent of territory of which they now acted as the
1772.  govereigns. They possessed, indeed, the power of suing or
prosecuting Englishmen in the Courts of Westminster ;
but under the necessity of bringing evidence from India,
this was a privilege more nominal than real
One object, therefore, of the present bill was to obtain
authority for sending a chief justice with some puisne
judges, and an attorney-general, according to the model of
the Courts of England, for the administration of justice
throughout the territory of the Company.
The next object was, the regulation of the trade. The
author of the motion, the Deputy Chairman of the Com-
pany, represented it as a solecism in politics, and mon-’
strous in reason, “that the governors of any country
should be merchants ; and thus have a great temptation
to become the only merchants, especially in those articles
which were of most extensive and necessary consumption,
and on which, with the powers of government, unlimited
profits might be made” It was, therefore, proposed that
the Governors and Council, and the rest of the Company’s
servants, should be debarred from all concern in trade,
But it neither occurred to the Deputy Chairman, nor was
it pressed upon his notice by any other member of the
legislative body, that the argument against. the union of
trade and government was equally conclusive, applied to
the Company, as applied to their servants;to those who
held the powers of government in the first instance, as to
those who held them by delegation and at will
It was in the debate upon this motion that Lord Clive
mado the celebrated speech, in which he vindicated hig
own conduct against the charges to which, as well from
authority as from individuals, it had been severely exposed.
He spared not the character either of his fellow-servants,
or of the Directors, I attribute the present situation of
our affairs,” he said, “to four causes; & relaxation of
government in my successors ; great neglect on the part of
administration ; notorious misconduct on the part of the
Directors ; and the viclent and outrageous proceedings of
goneral courts” To hear his account, no one would be-
lieve that any creature who had ever had any thing to do




conduef,m\,:::is liable to no peculiar blame, than that it was
entitled to extraordinary applause. With great audacity,
both military and political, f?rtunatqu adapted to the
Scene in which he acted, and with considerable skill in the
adaptation of temporary expedients to temporary exigen-
cies, he had no capacity for a c'ompz'ehenswe scheme, in-
cluding any moderate anticipation of the future ; and it
was the effect of his shortsighted regulations, and of t_he
unfounded and extravagant hopes he had raised, with
which the Company were now struggling on the verge of
ruin, and on account of which the conduct both of them
and of their servants was exposed to far more than its due
share of obloquy and condemnation,

The suspicions of the nation were now sufficiently roused
to produce a general demand for investigation ; and on the
13th of April a motion was made and carried in the House
of Commons for a select Committee to gratify the publie
desire. The bill which had been introducted by the De-
puty Chairmen was thrown out on the second reading, to
afford time for the operations of the Committee, and par-
liament was prorogued on the 10 of June.

During the recess, tosk place the extraordinary disclo-
sure of the deficiency of the Company's funds, their solici-
tation of loans from the Bank, and their application for
support to the Minister. He received their proposals with
coldness ; and referred them to parliament. That assem-
bly was convened on the 26th of November, miuch earlier,
as the King from the throne informed them, than had been
otherwise intended, to afford them an opportunity of taI':-
ing cognizance of the present condition of the Fast India
Company. The Minister had already come to the resolu-
tion of acceding to the request of the Directors ; it there-
fore suited his purpose to affirm that how great soever the
existing embarrassment, it Was only temporary; and a
Ummmittee of Secrecy Was appomi:.ed, as the most effectual
and expeditious method for gaining that knowledge of
the gubject from which it V:a.a proper that the measures
of parliament ghould originate. ] .

E‘;‘;Bng the expedients which the urgency of their affairs
had dictated to the Company, a néw commission of super-

A t had ever behaved well but himsel'f- B0OO
Le?a!;‘:g for him, however, to prove that his cmAP.IX.

1772.

1.




HISTORY OF BRITISH INDIA. L

- vision had heen resolved upon during the recess ; and six
gentlemen were selected for that important service, The
measure, however, was not, approved by the ministry ; and
on the 7th of December, the Committee of Secrecy pre-
sented a report, stating, that notwithstanding the financial
difficulties of the Company, they were preparing to send
out a commission of supervisors at a great expense, and
that, in the opinion of the Committee, a bill cught to be
passed to restrain them from the execution of that pur-
pose for a limited time. The introduction of this bill
excited the most vehement remonstrances on the part of
the Company, and of those by whom their cause was sup-
ported in the two houses of parliament. It was asserted
to be a violation of property, by curtailing the powers
which the Company possessed by charter of managing
their own affairs ; and all the evils which can arise from
shaking the security of property were held up in their
most alarming colours to deter men from approbation of
the threatened restraint. The Company’s claims of pro-
perty, however, so frequently, during the whole course of
their history, brought to oppose the interposition of par-
liament in their affairs, proved of as little force upon
this as upon other ococasions; and their privileges, they
were told, to which the term property, in its unlimited
gense, could not without sophistry be applied, were in-
sufficient to set aside that for which al] property is
created—the good of the community ; now in one im-
portant article so formidably threatened in their mis-
managing hands.

After this decisive act of control, the mext ostensible
proceeding was the petition for a loan, presented by the
Company to parliament on the 9th day of March. The
propositions urged by the Directors were : that they should
receive a loan of 1,500,000L for four years, at four per cent.
interest ; that they should make no dividend of more than
gix per cent. per annum until the loan should be reduced
to 760,000 ; that the dividend in that event should rise
to eight per cent. ; that the surplus of receipts above dis-
bursements in England should be applied to the reduction
of the Company’s bond debts to 1,500,000Z ; that after
guch reduction, the surplus should be divided equally
betweon the public and the Company ; and that the Com-




TERMS FOR THE COMPANY.

L

pany ishould be released from payment of the annual BOOK 1IV.

400,000/, to the public, for the remainder of the five years cHAP, IX.

specified in the former agreement, and from the payments
to which they were bound in consequence of the late acts
for the indemniby on teas. In lieu of thesg, the following
ing were the propositions offered by the Minister : to lend
the Company 1,400,000Z. at an interest of four per cent. ;
to forego the claim of 400,000 a-year from the territorial
vevenue till that debt is discharged ; to restrict them from
making any dividend above six per cent. till that discharge
is accomplished, and from making any dividend above
seven per cent. till their bond debt is reduced to 1,500,0007. 5
after that reduction to receive from them, in behalf of the
public, three-fourths of the surplus receipts at home, the
remaining fourth being appropriated either for the further
reduction of the bond debt, or the formation of a fund to
meet contingent exigencies ; and, under these conditions,
to permit the territorial acquisitions to remain in their
possession for six years, the unexpired term of their
charter.

The Company treated these conditions as harsh, arbi-
trary, and illegal ; petitioned against them in the strongest
terms ; and were supported with great vehemence of lan-
guage by their own friends, and the enemies of the Minis-
ter, in both houses of parliament. The restriction of the
dividend after payment of the debt, the exaction of so
great a proportion of the surplus receipts, and in particular
the appropriation even of that part swhich it was proposed
to leave as their own, they arraigned as a violent d.i‘P"“l
of their property without their own consent, equalling the
most arbitrary acts of the mosh despotical governments,
and setting @ precedent whig:h lossened the sgcunt_y of
every right of & British subject. These ‘conmdfamtlons,
however vehemently urged, prnducgd b}xt little effect: the
ministerial influence Was predominating ; the Compeuy
were odious; and it was felt, perhaps, rather than dis-
tinotly seen, that the rules of individual property were Hot
upplicable, without great restriotions, to an artificial body,
whose proceedings were of such magnitude as deoply to
ffect tlio iuterests of the mation at large. Of all these
Drotensions, however, that which seemed most to alarm
the Company was the claim now distinetly asserted by

1778,
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. the government to the territorial acquisitions; and though

cmap. 1x. a definitive discussion was still waved by the Minister, the

1778.

Company expostulated against the limitation of their pos-
session to six years, as involving in it a decision of the
question at issue. !

A more important exercise of power over their affairs
was still meditated by the Minister ; an entire change in
the constitution of the Company. On the 3rd of May, he
introduced a series of propositions, as the foundation for
a law, which should raise the qualification to vote in the
Court of Proprietors from 5007 to 10007, and give to every
proprietor possessed of 3000L two votes, possessed of
60007 three votes, and ef 10,000Z four votes ; which should
.change the annual election of the whole number of Direc-
tors to thab of six new ones, or one-fourth of the whole
number each year; vest the government of Bengal, Bahar,
and Orissa, in a governor-general, with o salary of 25,0007,
and four councillors of 8000Z each ; render the other Pre-
sidencies subordinate to that of Bengal : establish ab Clal-
cutta a supreme court of judicature, consisting of a chief
justice with 80007. a-year, and three other Jjudges each
with 60007 a-year, appointed by the Crown.

As gubsidiary articles, it was proposed : that the first
governor-general and councillors should be nominated by
parliament in the act, and hold their office for five years,
after which the patronage of those gréat offices should
revert to the Directors, but still subject to the approba-
tion of the Crown; that every thing in the Company’s
correspondence from India, which related to the eivil or
military affairs, to the government of the country, or the
administration of the revenues, should be laid before the
ministry ; that no person in the service, either of the King
or of the Company, should be allowed to receive presents;
and that the governor-general, the councillors, and judges,
should be excluded from all commercial profits and
pursuits.

1f the alarm and indignation of the Company, Directors,
and Proprietors, were excited before, that body were now
struck with the highest terror and resentment. They ex-
claimed, that the very constitution was threatened with

subveraion, and the rights conferred by eharter treated as
dust. They tendered a direct application to the ity of




J/THE COMPANY ALARMED.,

vileges and those of every chartered body in the nation
depended ; and threatened the very freedom of the people,
both by setting & conspicuous and prv’.)llﬁc example of the
arbitrary violation of law, aud by adding the whole of the
Tevenue and government of India to the power and influ-
ence of the Crown. They represented, that by the clause
which raised the qualification of the voters, ﬂ:bOllt twelve
hundred Proprietors were disfranchised ; violently, and
without compensation, robbed of an important right, and
excluded from all share, direct or indirect, in the manage-
ment of their own immediate property: that by destroy-
ing the annual election of Directors, those Trustees for
the Company were placed above the control of their con-
stituents, and vested with new powers to gratify their own
ease or corruption, at the expense of those whose interests
were lodged in their hands : that by reducing to a small
number the votes of the Proprietors, the ministerial
management of that body became more easy ; that, by
rendering the situation of Director permanent for so great
& number of years, under the incapacitation of the Pro-
prictors either to punish or reward, and under the great
power of the Minister to do both, the subserviency of the
Court of Directors to all ministerial purposes was perfectly
peoured ; and that, from these sources combined, the
power of the Minister over the Company was rendered
hardly any thing inferior to absolute: that the whole

overnment of the settlements in India was taken from
the Company, and, in effect, transferred to thq Crown, by
establishing & general presidency over all their affairs, of
which the agents were in the ﬁ}‘s’t instance named b) par-
liament, and ever after, in reality, under the condition of
its approbation, named by the Crown: and that, “not-
withstanding the Company were thus deprived of their
franchise in the choice of their servants, by an unparal-
loled strain of injustice and oppression, they were com-
pelled to pay such salaries as ministers might think fit to
direct, to persons in whose appointment, ap]:robahon, or
removal, the Company were to have no share.” !

1 Message from the East Indin Company to the Right Hen, the Lord Mayor,

Aldormon, wnd commona of the oity of London, in Cammon Council as-
#embled, dated 27th Muy, 1773,

Yjoin them with its influence in resisting a mea- BOO
tich destroyed the principle on which its own pri- CHAP. 1X.

1.

0
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IV. These considerations were frequently urged, with the

OIAP. 1X. utmost vehemence and asperity, in both assemblies of

1778,

Parliament. Every question, every clause, was warmly
debated, and pressed to a division. The city of London,
the Company themselves, and those stockholders who were
deprived of their votes, presented strong and earnest peti-
tions. In behalf of the Company and the disfranchised
Proprietors, counsel, at their prayer, were heard. And
two protests, couched in censorial language of extraor-
dinary strength, obtained a numerous signature in the
upper house. ] ]

All this opposition, however, and all this ferment were
of little avail. The propositions of the ministry were all
carried by great and decisive majorities, and being reduced
into two acts, the one relating to the financial relief of the
Company, the other to the establishment of their new
constitution, received the royal assent on the 21st of June
and the 1st of July. The arrangements which concerned
the business at home were appointed to commence from
the 1st of October, 1773 ; thase which concerned the foreign
administration not till the 1st of August, 17741

Practical statesmen, 8o apt to assume to themselves the
monopoly of political wisdom, are commonly short-sighfed
legislators.

In one respect, the present experiment fulfilled the pur-
pose very completely for which it was intended. It fol-
lowed the current of that policy, which for many reasons
has run with perfect regularity and considerable strength,
diminishing the influence of numbers in affairs of govern-
ment, and reducing things as much as possible to the oli-
garchical state.

For the rest ; it had not so much ag a tendency to re-
move the principal evils to which it pretended to find a
remedy ; and it created some of the greatest magnitude
which previously had no existence.

The evils in question were—I. Such as had their opera-
tion in India ; and—II Such as had their operation in
England.

1. Those which had their operation in India might all be
ranked under two heads ; 1. The absorption of more than

! See 13 Geo. 111, ¢, 63, and 13 Geo. I1L ¢. G4,




rénues by expense ; and 2. The plunder and oppres- BOOK 1V.
sion of the people. Ty ! CHAP, IX.
The only parts of the new oonshtutxPn whgch had a =
divect influence upon the government in India were— 1773,
1. The new appointment and powers of the Governor-
general and Council ; and 2. The Supreme Court of Judi-
cature. : . .
1. The mode of appointing public functionaries,and the
extent of their power, distinet from the motives to good
or evil conduct which operate upon them in the discharge
of their functions, are evidently of no avail. Upon the
Governor and Council in India the motives to evil con-
duct, and the scope for its exercise, were, if not augmented
by the new regulations, at any rate not impaired.! As in-
genuity may be challenged to refute this proposition, it
follows, that from this branch of the arrangement no good
was derived.?
2. The Supreme Court of Judicature was intended to
supply the limited powers of criminal jurisdiction, which
in their ancient commercial capacity, had been committed
to the Company. The terrors of law, brought nearer home
to the inferior servants of the Company, and those who
enjoyed their protection, might have restrained in some
degree their subordinate oppressions, But it was easy to
see that the operations of the supreme functionaries in
India must remain exempt from the control of the Supreme
Clourt ; otherwise, that court became itself the government.
This consequence was not sufficiently foreseen ; and the
vagne and indefinite powers assigned to the judicatory, in-
troduced immediately, between the Governor-general and

reviosly debarred from the acceptance of presents, and the
G(:vg;zn‘\ao}; :‘\:-?;?1 ?r:do‘ Belinnce for probity was placed, as it is so commonly
Placed, on the greatness of the salarles; as if there was a paint of sataration
in nupi’dlry . as if the great power which great salaries confer was not the
most effectual of all instruments for the undue acquisition of more, and the
most effectual of all instruments for covering such acquisition from inguiry
or punjshment. In as for, then, a8 the prospeet of impunity is,a motive,
and it 18 one of the strongest, so far great salaries do not take from, they
add to the temptations of corrupiien. Even Burke, upon this particoian,
remarked, that “ample salaries pemoved the necessity indeed, but by no
means the inducements, to corrupion and oppression.” See Niuth Report of
the 8 Comamittee, 1781.
hg 'ib‘?n‘x?:: :mlg‘x_n ll‘m regulstions which subjected to the Bengal Council the
other Presidencies in matters of peave and war with foreign states, had some
effiect, thiongh not without drawbacks, in giving anlty to the international
Procesdings of the Company. With the goodness or badness of the internal
Eovernment, it had no connexion.
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. the Judges, those struggles which threatened the existenco
. of English authority.

So long, on the other hand, as the Governor-general and
Council remained exempt from the control of law, the
great’ oppressors were safe ; and, from the community of
interests, and the necessity of mutual compliance and
mutual concealment, between the high offenders and the
low, impunity was pretty well secured to the class,

The grand source, however, of mischief to the natives,
in the jurisprudential plan, was the unfortunate inatten-
tion of its authors to the general principles of law, detached
from its accidental and national forms, As the vulgar of
eyery nation think their language the natural one, and all
others arbitrary and artificial ; so, a large mass of Eng-
lishmen consider Eﬂglish law as the pure extract of reason,
adapted to the exigencies of human nature itself ; and are
wholly iguorant that, for the greater part, it is arbitrary,
techuical, and ill-adapted to the general ends which it is
intended to serve ; that it has more of singularity, and
Iess capacity of adaptation to the state of other nationg
than any scheme of law to be found in any other ciyilized
country. The English law, which in general has neither
definition nor words, to guide the discretion or cireum-~
seribe the license of the Judge, presented neither rule nor
analogy in cases totally altered by diversity of ideas, man-
ners, and pre-existing rights ; and the violent efforts which
were made to bend the rights of the natives to a confor-
ity with the English la?\'s, for the purpose of extending
jurisdiction, and gratifying 8 pedantic and mechanical
attachment to the arbitrary forms of the Westminster
courts, produced more injustice and oppression and excited
more alarm, than probably was experienced, through the
whole of its duration, from the previous imperfection of
law and judicature?

1 Mr, Burke, in the Ninth Report of the Select Committee, in 1783, says,
“The defect in the Institution scemed to be this; that no rale was Jaid down,
either in the nct or the charter, by which the Courl was to Judge. No de~
periptions of offenders, or species J delinquency, Were properly uacermgaa,
according to the nature of the place, or to the prevalent mode of abuse. Pro-
vision was made for the administration of justice Il the remotest part of
Hindostan, as if it wore a provinee in Great Britain. Your Commiftec have
lung had the conatitution and conduct of this Court before them, and they
have as yet been able to discover very few instances (not one that appears to
them of leading importance) of relief given {o the natives against the cor.
ruplgmm or oppressions of British subjects in power,—So far as your Come-
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" towards tho amelioration of the government in BOOK IV.

India, the new effort in legislation performed no move CHAP.IX.

than this, it injured, rather than improved, the condition
of both the Company and the natives. Against the govern-
ment at home, the only objection, of any real moment, was
its inefficiency as the ruling power to produce, by means
of its servants a good government in India, or, what in
this case was meant by good government, a large surplus
of revenue or treasure to England, without oppression to
the natives. The total change which was effected in the
Constitution of the Company pretended to have for its
Fnd the improvement and perfection of the Company in
that respect: and it employed as its whole and only
Means, dependence upon the Minister.

If the Minister had more knowledge of the affairs in
Indm,. more leisure to devote to their management, and
more interest in their being well managed, this was an
Improvement. If he had less knowledge, less leisure,
and, far above all, if his interest was likely to be most
Promoted by that system of patronage which oreates de-
pendence, and which is at irreconcileable enmity with the
very principle of good government, the change was wholly
the reverse. How dependence upon the Minister was to
rendor the agents of government more faithful and econo-
_mical stewards of the revenues in India, or less disposed
to acoumulate wealth at the espense of the prostrate
natives, it is not casy to wmake appear: in regard to re-
sponsibility, or eventual punmishment, tho only caution
was, to act in concert with the mivister ; aud then they
were out of all comparison more assured of impuuity than
before. J 4

From dependence upon the Court of Proprietors, by
annual elections, to render the Directors in a great degres
independent of their constituents b{ };;lectious in futtu-

ea ve them greater powers, and hence motives, to
i;nr:’mgntheh' owngxi'uteresm at the expense of the Pro-
prietors ; but that it should increase their interest iu the
good goyernment of Iudis, and_ hence their motives for
exertion to procure it, ig 1mpossible.

et e o e S e et e e s, i
Mitten have 1y tile to discover, the Conrt has boon generally terrible to
the 'lw.v'o:. :3?1 ‘!‘ms distracted the government of the Company, withont
'“"ﬁnuu-lly yeforning any one of its abuses.”

YOoL. nir. AR
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To diminish the number of votes in the court of Pro-

cmAr. 1x. prietors, and confine the power to the rich, was contrived,

1778.

it was said, to render that assembly less tumultuous. Bub
tumultuousness, in itself, is not an evil. It is evil only
when it has a tendency to produce evil effects. What is
more tumultuous than a public market, a theatre, or a
church ? To kuow the merit then of a reform of tumul-
tuousness, we ought to know the specific evils which the
tumultuousness in question produced. In the case of the
East India Company the authors of the measure failed in
exhibiting any mischievous effects ; though by their re-
form they unquestjonably created a field for other effects
of a pernicious description. “If tumult and disorder,” as
was well remarked by an illustrious Committee of the
Commons House, “were lessened by reducing the number
of Proprietors, private cabal and intrigue were facilitated
at least in an equal degree ; and it is cabal and corruption,
rather than disorder and confusion, that are most to be
dreaded in transacting the affairs of India;”' that are
most to be dreaded in transacting the affairs of every
country under the sun.

The virtues of & Court of Proprietors, as of every poli-
tical body, are intelligence and probity. The owner of
£500 stock was just as likely to be intelligent as the owner
of £1000. But a small number of men are much more
easily corrupted than a large; and, where the matter of
corruption operates, much more sure of being corrupt.?

To the grand complaint against the Court of Proprietors,
that, being filled by the servants of the Company who had
returned loaded to Europe with ill-gotten wealth, it proved
a barrier against exposure and punishment, the amount of
the qualification provided no sort of remedy, but rather
facilitated and confirmed the abuse,

As soon as the management of the Hast India Company’s
affairs became a source of great patronsge and power, it
necessarily followed that stock was generally held for the
promotion of interests of much greater value than the
dividend. It was distributed mostly among three great

1 Ninth Report of the Select Qonumitter, in 1788,

2 he whole of the regulstions concerning the Court of Proprietors,
relledl apon two principles, which have often proved fallacious: nanely, that
swall nombers were & security against fiction and disorder; and that ipn-
topricy of conduct would follow the greater property.” Ninth Report, ut
sapra.
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£ Proprietors ; 1. Those who aspired to a sharein BOOK 1V.
the Direction, and who were careful to possess themselves cmar. 1x.
of whatever shave of stock was calculated to strengthen -—
their influence ; 2. The large class of those who were com- 1775
Petitors for the Company’s favours and employment, all
those concerned in the immense supply of their shipping

' and goods, constituting & considerable proportion of the

ship-owners and tradesmen in London, who strengthened

their influence with the great customer, by the number of

votes which they could assure to the Directors in the

: (eneral Court ; 3. Those who aspired to contracts with

the Treasury, Admiralty, and Ordnance, and clerks in pub-

lic offices, who discovered that one ground of influence

with the Minister was, to have votes at his disposal in the

East India Proprietary Court.!

By every thing which tended to lessen the mumber of

votiug Proprietors, the force of all these sinister interests

was increased, The only expedient which had a tendency

to counteract them was, to render such Proprietors as

Humerous as possible. This would have promoted the

interests of the public, but ot those of the minister; the

interests of the many, but not those of the fow.?

One part of the ancient constitution, for the preserva-

tion of which the authors of the present reform were con-

demmed by the Select Commitiee of 1783, was the ballot ;

“by means of which, acts” they said, “of the highest con-

cern to the Company and to the state, might be done by

individuals with perfect impunity.” There are occasions

on which the use of the ballot is advantageous.” There

are occasions on which it is hurtful. If we look steadily

i ia nretty nearly the deseription of ll}(e East Ind!n_ P’I‘hj_)n'etary which
is m{g‘fﬁ;’ It‘;;‘; g.mmximﬁg the House of Commons. See Ninth Report of

Jelect C | in s X
"‘-‘3 ?;' l:“ (;:;m?; "l‘);ethe Minister, that by raising the qnalification from 5002
to lu(lm“lhe%'vnlue of the dividend wonld govern the Proprietor miore than
\ that of the vote; with what sincerity, or what discernment, it is easy to see.
v Burke, however, very jusly remarked, that this pecuniary interest might be
| Mozt (;n'crtuully.scrvetl by some signal misdemeancur, which should prodice
‘ & preat immedinte advaninge. though productive of ultimate ruin, . ** Accord-
Ingly” he adda, *the Compuny's s¢pvants have ever since coverwd over the
mnr:k' upprcsnhu'w of the people upifer their government, and the most cruel
and wanton ravages of all the neighbouring countries, by holding out, and for
A timp actually realizing. alditions of revenae to the térritarial funds ﬂf t]tlm
Tapany, and great quantitios of yaluable ;:uod.s to their investment,” o
Bl wu‘hh obvions truth, * The Indian Proprietor will always be, in the
| firgt lr'utmcu & politician : and the bolder his enterprisa, and tho more cor—
UL iy viows, the less will be his consideration of the price o be paid for

\ Mpagsing them.” Ninth Report, ut supra.
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¥¥<to the end, towhich all institutions profess to be directed,
<1x. we shall not find it very difficult to draw the lime of de-

marcation, i

A voter may be considered as subject to the operation
of two sets of interests : the one, interests rising out of
the good or evil for which he is dependent upon the will
‘of other men: the other, interests in respect to which he
cannot be considered as dependent upon any determinate
man or men. .

There are cases in which the interests for which he is
not dependent upon other men impel him in the wight
direotion. If not acted upon by other interests, he will, in
such cases, vote in that direction. If, however, he is acted
upon by interests dependent upon other men, interests
more powerful than the former, and impelling in the op-
posite direction, he will vote in the opposite direction.
What is necessary, therefore, i3, to save him from the
operation of those interests. This is accomplished by
enabling him to vote in secret; for in that case, the man
who could otherwise compel his vote, is ignorant in whaf:
direction it has been given. In all cases, therefore, in
which the independent interests of the voter, those \vl;ich
in propriety of language may be called his own interests
would dictate the good and usefu] vote ; but in whioh’
cases, at the same time, he is liable to be geted upon in
the way either of good or of evil, by men whese interests

. would dictate a base and mischievons vate, the ballot isa
great and invaluable security. In thig set of cases is in-
cluded, the important instance of the votes of the people
for representatives in the legislative assembly of o mation.
Those interests of each of the individuals composing the
great mass of the people, for which he ismot dependent
upon other men, compose the interests of the nation, But
it is very possible for a majority oub of any number of
voters to be acted upon by the will of other men, whose
interests are apposite to those of the nation, Tt is, there-
fore, of the highest importance that they should be pro-
teoted from that influence,

There is, however, another set of cases, in which those
interests of the voter, which have their origin primarily
in himself, and not in other men, draw in the hurtful
direction ; and in which he is not liable to be operated



OTION MADE FOR INQUIRY.

Any other interests of other men than those BOOK IV.
‘ each possesses in common with the rest of the CHARIX,
Community. If allowed, in this set of cases, to vote in 1.’ 73
secret, he will be sure to vote as the sinister interest im-

Pels.  If forced to vote'in public, he will be subject to all

the restraint which the eye of the community, fixed upon

his virtue or knavery, is caleulated to produce: and in .
such cases, the hallot is only an encouragement to evil,

If it cannot be affirmed that the interests of the indi-

viduals, composing the Court of Proprietors of the East

India Company, are incapable of being promoted at the

cost of the British and Indian commiunities, it cannot be

denied that the case of these Proprietors helongs to this
latter deseription.!

At the very time, when the discussions upon the new
regulations were taking Dlace, the Chairman of the Seleot
Comn}lttee of the House of Commons came forward with
a motion for inquiry into the circumstances of the depo-
sition and death of Suraj-ad-dowla ; into the imposture,
by a fictitious treaty, practised upon Omichund ; the ele-
vation of Meor Jaffier; and the sumhs of money, in the
shape of presents, obtained at the time of that revolution.
Crimes of the blackest dye; rapacity, treachery, cruelty,
were charged upon the ‘princi pal actors in that suspicious
scene; and the punishment, even of Clive, as the first and
principal delinquent, was oy nted as act of
priny a v ry ok
justice and poliey. On the 10th of May, the following
resolutions were moved : 1, “That all acquisitions, made
under the influence of a military force, or by treaty with
foreign Princes; do of right belong to the state ; 2. That
to appropriate acquisitions o made, to the private emelu-
ment of persons intrusted with any civil or military

conveniénce las been found to attend the alterations made In the
} '1‘*‘3;;};;’;",,?‘;{12 Eg.::sml courts. They are still sutfelently numerous to
ooy at both the merits and defects of popular assemblies, in which yehe-
‘p:-:ie. of fesling commonly overbears an n)gpenl to calm and rational argu-

”"'" The ballag is a commodious method of receiving the votes, the
Durmort of which, thiere 15 rarcly, If ever, any desive to conceal, By
ml it Inperative on proprietord to have been possessed of thelr stock g,
Yehionanis period before they cabld exervise & vots, and by lmiting the
number of votes, which any single proprietor ejoved, o renl improvement
Was effected, us it pat an end 1o the splitting uf votus, by which, upon any

Mergency, & number of nominal shaveholders was created o chrry o pare
5.,.,,,.’, “i,',ﬂ.m of the merits of which they knew and carsd nothing, snd it
Ttavatod soy Indisidaal from | ing a1 undue infl which liemight

Cxercige, ag was often dune, for his own advaitage, th the detriment of the
3Q'l'ﬂ]l(\ny.---\v.
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. power of the state, is illegal ; 3. That very great sums of

money, and other valuable property, have been acquired
in Bengal, from Princes and others of that country, by
persons intrusted with the military and civil powers of the
state, by means of such powers ; which sums of money
and valuable property have been appropriated to the pri-
vate use of such persons.” These resolutions were warmly
adopted by the house. But when the application of them
came to be made to individuals—and especially when the
ruin was contemplated which that application would draw
down upon Clive—compassion for the man, and the con-
sideration of his services, blotted by offences, yet splendid
and great, operated with effect in the breasts of the
assembly, and put an end to the inquiry.! According to
the style, which the spirit of English laws renders predo-
minant in English councils, inquiry was rejected ostensibly
upon a subterfuge, of the nature of a legal shuffle ; incom-
petence, to wit, in the reports of the Select Committee to
be received as evidence. Asif that were truo! As if no
other evidence had been to be found ! On the other hand
the considerations which fairly recommended the rejectiv.m7
or at least a very great modification of the penal prooeed:
ing, were not so much as mentioned; that the punish-
ment, threatened was more grievous than the offence ;
that it was punishment by an ez-post-facto law, hecause,
however contrary to the principles of iight government
the presents received from Meer Jaffier, and however
odious to the moral sense the deception practised upon
Omichund, there was no law at the time which forbade .
them ; that the presents, how contrary scever to European
morals and ideas, were perfectly correspondent to those of
the country in which they were received, and to the ex-
pectations of the parties by whom they were bestowed ;
that the treachery to Omichund was countenanced and
palliated by some of the principles and many of the ad-

1 The concluding debate did not take piace until the 31st of Muy, ARer
& long discussion, & doclaratory motion, O the effect that Lord Clive did
Fecelye cortain prosents upon the entironement of Meer Juffler was carried.
1t was then moved that * in so doing he abused the powers with which he was
intrusted to the evil example of tile servants of the public,” The motion
was rejected without a division: a motion was finally made about ** five in
the morning,” that Robert Lord Clive, did at the same time render great and
meritorions services to his country, which passed unanimousty, Life of
Clive, 1l, 360.—W.

'



didents of Egropenn diplomacy ; that Clive, though BOOK IV.
never inattentive to his own interests, was actuated by a omae. 1x.
sincere desire to promote the prosperity of the Company, T
and appears not in any instance to have sacrificed what he 104
Tegarded as their interests to his own; a.nd that it would
have required an extraordinary man, which no one ought
to be punished for not being, to have actefl, in that mo_st
trying situation in which he was placed, with greater dis-
interestedness than he displayed.'

The inquiry into the financial and commercial state of
the Company exhibited the following results: The whole
of their effects and credits in England, estimated on the
1st day of March, 1773, amounted to 7,784,6391. 12s. 10d. ;
and the whole of their debts to 9,219,1147. 12s. 6d.; leaving
a balance against the Company of 1,434,4247. 195, 84. The
whole of their effects and credits in India, China, and St.
Helena, and afloat on the sea, amounted to 6,397,299/
10s. 64. The whole of their debts abroad amounted to
2,032,306 ; producing a balance in their favour of
4,364,993/, 105. 64. Deducting from this sum the balance
against the Company in England, we find the whole
amount of their available property no more than 2,930,568/
10s. 10d.; so that of their capital stock of 4,200,000Z,
1,260,4317. 9s. 2d. was expended and gone.?

! This vindication of Clive is unanswersble, and should have eoted him
aguinst some of the remerks and insinuations to his diseredit, which have
previously oceurred. Whatever errors he may be charged with thoy were
those of his time, and his situation ; his merits were his own. The whele of
the parli v pr dings ng: him originated in a spirit of vindictive
rotaliation, which his private and public meéasures had provoked:—the vehe-
mence with which he had opposed an influential party In the Direction, and

itizated sternness with which he had vepressed ull opposition to his
th}: “xnmmé, government of Bengal. He was himself a good bater, and had,
ok ;‘ o, little reason to complain of having incurred the like animosity
iy or;. rs, but when his enemies assailed him through the pretext of
fan O't atla'e they converted the great council of the nation into an instru-
f;‘;:ltc;["!p;-s'onul revenge, and disgraced parliement more than they dis-
honoured Clive.—W. o in 177 ittee

. he Committee 0f Secrecy in 1773, The Commit!
v ’sﬁc-l(‘}ln d ﬁggﬂlgo(tlfir:zvludetl in the above account any valuation of the for-
?}3‘ h nd buildings of the Company abroud. They can by no means
s o {on with the Court of Directors, *That the amonnt ot the fortf-
agree in opin ‘l’“ 1d be added to the annual statement.’"—Undoubtadly no
cations, &e., 8 'T:‘. ean be compaged with his debts, further than they can be
ﬁmm of “? 3‘- ‘;nm;, ynient of thoso debts; the manure which favmer has
N m‘sfd 3 oms ﬁm, or the hedges and ditches with wl!!-'h he has sar-
rmmea“m:m are nothing to him, the moment his Jease is G{P‘ffd-' ."ll‘he
Money expeud'ed in fortifications and buildings, from May 1757, was stated at
Tidatly fnr miflions.— 3. it t applleable Is 1t
stratl not wholly applicable, nor as far as app! -
trl'll;:jb E}“l‘x‘o com‘x’:tll;n between the country and the Compuny is not exactly
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From the year 1744, the period to which in a former

crAp, 1x. passage! is brought down the account of the dividend

1773,

paid annually to the Proprietors on the capital stock, that
payment continued at eight per cent. to the year 1756, in
which it was reduced to six per cent. It continued at thab
low rate till Christmas, 1766, when it was raised by the
General Court, nepugnant to the sense of the Court of
Directors, to five per cent. for the next half-year. On the
7th of May, 1767, it was resolved in the General Court,
that for the following half-year the dividend should be six
and a quarter per cent. But this resolution was rescinded
by act of parlinment, and the dividend limited, till further
permission, to ten per cent. per annum. It was continued
at ten per cent. till the year commencing at Christinas,
1769, when, in pursuance of the new regulations, it was
advanced to eloven per cent. The next year it rose to
twelve per cent. The following year it was carried to its
preseribed limits, twelve and a-half per eent. ; at which it
continued for eighteen months, when the funds of the
Company being totally exhausted, it was suddenly reduced
to six per cent. per annum, by a resolution passed on the
3d of December, 17722

Tn the interval between 1774 and 1772, the sales at the
India House had increased from about 9,000,000% to
3,000,000Z. annually ; their annual exports, including hoth
goods and stores, bad fully doubled. In the year 1751,
the total amount of shipping in the service of the Com-
pany was 38,441 tons; in the year 1772 it was 61,860,

fhat of & tenant on lease, and the ocenpant of an estate 1y wilich he has moro
than o passing interest, may equitably expect an eguivalent 00 permanent
improvements. - W, 2

VSupra, vol, fil. p. 36,

9'S¢e the Third and Eighth Reports of the Committee of Secreey in 1773,

3 1ifth Report of the Comuittes of Secrecy,
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BOOK V.

e

FRo THE FIRST GREAT CHANGE IN THE CONSTITUTION OF
M WAST ISDIA COMPANY AND IN THE GOVERNMENT OF
INDLA, IN 1773, TILL TIE SLCOND GREAT CHANGE BY THE
AOT COMMONLY CALDED MR, PITT'S ACT, IN 1784,

CHAPTER I

Adminutratipn of Hastings till the Time when the Parlia-
mentary Members of the Council arrived and, the Opera-
tions of the New Constitution commenced, including —
{irrange?nents Jor collecting the Revenve and administer-
ing Justice ostensibly as Dewarn.— Treatment of Mohammed
Resa Khan andthe Raja Shitab Roy.— Blevation of Munny
DBegum.— Destruction of the Rohilias—Sale of Corah and
AlUahabad to the Visir—Puayment refused of the Lmpe-
ror's Rovenue.—Financial Reswlts.

)Y the new parliamentavy authority, Mr. Hastings was
B sppolintha Gavesatassid i i o umm&
(folonel Monson, Mr. Barwell, and Mr. Francis, the mem-
bors of Council ; not removable, except by the King, upon
representation made by the Court of Directors, during the
period assigned in the act. M. Hastings had ascended
with reputation through the several stages of the Com-
pany’s service; possessed the rank of a member of Couneil
ab the time of Mr. Vensittart’s administration, and gene-
rally concurred in the measures which the party opposed
16 that Governor so vehemently condemned. After a visit
to his native country, to which he proceeded at the same
time with Vansittart, he seturned to India in 1769, to fill
the station of second it council at Madras ; and in the
beginning of 1772 was raised to the highest sitnation in
the service of the Company, being appointed to succeed
My, Gurtier in the government of Bengal

L

BOOK V.
AP, T,

1760,



HISTORY OF BRITISH INDIA. L

BOOK V. The sense which the Directors entertained of the vices
cuav. 1. which up to this time had stained their administration in
= India, is recorded thus: “ We wish ” (the words of their
1773.  Jetter to the President and Council at Fort William, dated
. the 7th of April, 1773,) “we could refute the observation,
that almost every attempt made by us and our adminis-
trations at your Presidency, for the reforming of abuses,

has rather increased them, and added to the miseries of

the country we are anxious to protect and cherish. The
truth of this observation appears fully in the late appoint-
mment of supervisors and chiefs—instituted, as they were,

to give relief to the industrious tenants, to improve and
enlarge our investments, fo destroy monopolies, and re-
trench expenses, the end has by no means been answer-
able to the institution. Are not the tenants, more than
ever, oppressed and wretched? Are our investments im-
proved ¢ Have not the raw silk and cocoons been raised
upon us fifty per cent. in price? We can hardly say what

has not been made a monopoly. And as to the expeusés

of your Presidency, they are at length settled to a degree

we are no longer able to support. These facts (for such
they are) should have been stated to us as capital reasons,

why neither our orders of 1771, nor indeed any regulations
whatever, could be carried into execution, = But, perhaps,

as this would have proved too much, it was not suggested

to us ; for nothing could more plainly indicate a state of
anarchy, and that there was no government existing, in

our servants in Bengal. . . When oppression pervades the
whole country ; when youths have been suffered with im-
punity to exercise sovereign jurisdiction over the natives,

and to acquire rapid fortunes by monopolizing of com-
merce, it cannot be a wonder to us, or yourselves, that
native merchants do not come forward to contract with

the Company; that the manufactures find their way
through foreign channels; or that our investments are ab

once enormously dear, and of a debased quality.—It is
evident, then, that the evils which have been so destruc-

tive to us, lie too deep for any partial plans to reach to
correct. 1t is, therefore, our resolution to aim at the roob

of those evils” Their expectation of assistance from Mr.
Hastings in these reforms, was expressed in the following
terms : “Our President, Mr, Hastings, we trust will set the
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: ance, economy, and application ; and B 8
his va: i?ep::nsibl’e, much will depend. And here we cuap. &
take occasion to indulge the pleasure we have in acknow- T
Bdging Mr. Hastings' services upon the coast 9{‘ Coro- &
mandel, in constructing with equal lub(?ur and ability, the
Plan which has so much imprm.vod our investments there ;
and as we are persuaded he will persevere, in the_sau'xe
laudable pursuit, through every branch of our affairs in
Bengal, he, in return, may depend on the steady support
and favour of his employers.” !

The double, or ambiguous administration, in name and
in ostent by the Nabob, in reality by the Company,
which had been recommended as ingenious policy by Clive,
and admired as such by his employers and successors, had
contributed greatly to enhance the difficulties in which,
by the assumption of the government, the English were
involved. ~ All the vices of the ancient polity were saved
from reform; and all the evils of a divided authority were
superinduced. The revenues were under a complicated,
wasteful, and oppressive economy ; the lands being partly
managed by the native agents of the collectors, partly
farmed from year to year, partly held by Zemindars, and
Talookdars, responsible for a certain revenue. The ad~
ministration of justice, of which, under the military and
fiscal Governors of the Mogul provinces, the criminal part
belonged to the Nazim, or military Governor, the oivil to
the Dewan, or fiscal Governor, was, as a heavy and unpro-
ductive burden, left in the hands of the Nabob, who,
being totally without power, was totally unable to main-
tain the authority of his tribunals aguinst the masters
of the country; and the people were given up to op-
pression.? ; ' 3

The Company and their servants were little satisfied,
from the beginning, with the produce of the dewannee:
and soon began to be as little satisfied with the expe-
dients adopted by (live for ensuring a faithful colleéction,
In the month of August, 1769, before the close.‘)f My,
Verelst’s administration, & supplementary seourity was

Y on Mr. Hastings' trial, p. 966,

< m?: ltsa:;rfgl?:&ed by Hastings, und the Committee of Revenue, in
Bhelr lotter of the 8rd of Nov., 1773, in the Sixth Report of the Committee of
Sesrecy, in 1773.



It was held expedient, that mervants of the

71. Company should be stationed in appropriate district

throughout the whole country, for the purpose of super+
intending the native officers, both in the collection of the
revenue, and, what was very much blended with it, the
administration of justice. These functionaries received
the title of Supervisors. And, in the next year was added
a second supplementary security; two  councils, with
authority over the supervisors, one at Moorshedabad, and
another at Patna.

Among the duties recommended to the supervisors; one
was to collect’a body of information with respect to the
amount of the revenues; with respect to the state, pro+
duce, and capabilities of the great source of the TEVenue,
the lands ; with respect to the cesses or arbitrary taxes;
the whole catalogue qf imposts laid upon the cultivator;
the manner of collcctmg them, and the origin and progress
of all the modern exactions ; with respect to the regular
tions of commerce, and the administration of Justice.
The reports of the supervisors, intended to convey the
information which they collected under those heads, repre-
seut the government as having attained the last stage of
oppressiveness and barbavism. “The Nazims exacted
what they could from the Zemindars ang great farmers of
the revenue, whom they left at libexty to plunder all he-
low; reserving to themselves the prerogative of plundering
them in their turn, when they were supposed to have en-
riched themselves with the speils 6f the country.” The
Seléet Committee of the House of Commons; in 1810,
quoting this passage, remark, “The whole system thus
resolved itself, on the part of the public officers, into
habitual extortion and injustice ; which produced on that
of the cultivator the natural consequences—concealment
and evasion, biy which government was defrauded of 5 con-
siderable part of its justudemands.” With respect to the
adrministration of justice, the supervisors reported, “That
the regular course was every where guspended : but every
man exercised it, who had the power of compelling others
to submit to his decizions.” The Committee of the House
of Commons, whose remark on the state of the fiscal col-
lactions has just been adduced, subjoin to this quotation
that which fills up the picture: “Seven years had elapsed,

/
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Ry “acquisition of the dewannee, without the go- BOOK V.

vernment deeming itself competent to remedy these cuaP. L

defects.” L ’ : 1771,
3 i ointed in their expectations of treasure,

th?%i:;’;‘ifsdf;ﬁfved to break through the scheme of

ambiguity 5 50 far at least as to take into their own hands

the collection as well as the disbursement of the revenues.

In their letter to the President and Council of Fort

William, dated the 28th of August, 1771, they declared

their resolution, “ To stand forth as Dewan,” (so they were

pleased to express it), “and by the agency of the Com-

pany’s servauts to take upon themselves the entire care

and management of the revenues.” The change was enor-

mous, which it was the nature of this decree to produce.

It was a revolution, much greater, probably, than any pre-

vious conjuncture—than even the change from Hindu to

Mohammedan masters, had been able to create. The

transition from Hindu to Mohammedan masters had only

changed the hands by which the sword was wielded, and

favours were dispensed ; the machine of govermment, still

more the texture of society, underwent feeble alterations ;

and the civil part of the administration was, from con-

veniency, left almost wholly in the hands of Hindus. A

total change in the manegement of the revenues more

deeply affected the condition, individually and collectively,

of the people of India, than it is easy for the Huropean

reader to conceive. It was an innovation by which the

whole property of the ecuntry, and along with it the

administration of justice, were placed upon a new foun-

dation. ) ’

Of the nature of this change, the Directors appear to
have had no adequate conception. As if the measure
which they proposed had befan} v:’xthf)ut consequences, they
satisfied themselves with enjoining ity execution ; and con-
signed to their gervants the task (ot.\vhich, however, they
did not much complain) of carrying info effect a chunge of
government so0 momentous without one wo}‘d of 11.1struc-
fions Those servants, though more acquainted with the

i port » Select Committee, 1810, p, 5. ;
‘:I-mhclle mit&g%‘: g‘i:rc:xlt, in entoring uy’n}n thelr task, remark o stii)
miy S o})”rdmn'y futlure in the sagacity of the Divectors, who did not even
tul::o:“{ﬁat while thelr new resolution was totally inconsistent with their
Vrmel-'rcgulmom they gave no authority for abolishing them. * They have



the new system of finance, appear to have thought as little
nearly as their honourable masters, of the great changes,
with regard to the people, which it was caleulated to pro-
duce. With great alacrity they betook themselves to the
undertaking, Mr. Hastings succeeded to the chair on the
13th of April, 1772 ; and on the 16th the Council deemed
themselves ripe for the following important resolution :
that they would let the lands in farm, and for long leases ;
because it is the most simple mode, and best adapted to &
government like that of the Company, which cannot enter
into the minute details of the collections ; because every
mode of agency by which the rents could be received
would be attended with perplexed and intricate accounts,
with embezzlement of the revenue, and oppression of the
people ; and because any mode of collecting the revenunes
which would trefich upon the time of the Governor and
Council, would deprive them of a portion of what was
already too little for the laborious duties which they had
to perform.! :

On the 14th of May the operations were planned. Tt
was decreed, that the lands should be let for period of
five years : that a Committee of the Board, consisting of
the President and four members, should perform the local
operations, by circuit through the country ; that the ser-
vants of the Company who superintended the business of
the collection in the several districts, and who had hithertoe
been distinguished by the title of supervisors, should
henceforth be denominated collectors;? that a native,

been ploased,” say the Committee, “ to direct a total change of §ystém, and
have Jeft the plen and ezecution of it to the diseretion of the Board, without
any formal repeal of the regulations which they had be_rm‘c fraed and
adipted 1o another system—thie abolition of which necessarily includes that
of its subsidiary institutions, unless they shall be found to cumcx‘de with the
new.” Extract, Froceedings of the Commitiee of Circulf, dated Cossimbuzar,
28th July, 1772, inserted in the Sixth Report, Comnmittee of Secresy, 1773,

o 1R
X | These reasons are gssigned in the Consultation l4th May, Report, ut
sapra, p
The reasons they assign for this change of fitle is Worth transeribing.
“The term ‘Supervisor' was properly suited to the original comniission,
Which was to examine, inspect, and report. This office has been long suwo
annndled ; but we apprelend that the continuance of the name, aid of many
of the residents, in the same stations which they now flll as colletars, mny
linye misled evon onr Honourable Masters, who were never rogulurly advised
af the change, I0to the oplalont that the first commission still aubgisted.” 86
muoh fur the cace of lnstroeting, aud the acourate infurmation of the Honour-
able Divectors

HISTORY OF BRITISI INDIA. @I ’

»/practical difficulties which would be met in establishing



With the collector, both to inform and to check ; that no
banyan, or servant of a collector, should be ppnmtted to
arm any portion of the revenue : because with the ser-
vant of a collector no man would dare to become a com-
Petitor: and, as presents to the collectors frox}l the Zemin-
dars and other middlemen had been abolished, so all
acceptance of presents, by such middlemen from the
ryots, and all other modes of extortion, should be care-
fully prevented. Some precautions were taken against
the accurulation of debt, which swelled at exorbitant
interest, rarely less than three, often as much as fifteen
per cent. per month, upon the ryots, as well as the differ-
ent orders of middlemen. The collectors were forbidden
to lend, or to permit their banyans or servants to lend, to
the middlemen ; and the middlemen or agents to lend to
the ryots: but the Governor and Council express their
regret, that loans and exorbitant interest were an evil
which it was not in their power wholly to repress.!

The objects which in these regulations the servants of
the Company professed to have in view, were, to simplify
decounts ; to render uniform the mode of exaction ; and
to establish fixed and accurate rules. The Committee of
Circuit, with whom, though a Member, Mr, Hastings did
not proceed, first began to receive proposals at Kishenagur.
But the terms which were offered were in general 50 un-
satisfactory both in form and amount, that the Committee
deemed them inadmissible ; and came speedily to the
resolution of putting up the lands to public auction. It
was necessary to ascertain with as much exactness as
possible, the nature and amount of thg different taxes
which were to be offered to sale. For this purpose a new
hustabood, or schedule of the taxes, was fox:mod. The
exactions consisted of two great parts; of which the first
and principal was called agsal, or the ground reut's ; the
second abwabs, which consmled‘ of a yariety of ad(htxom}l,
often arbitrary, and uncertain imposts, estubliﬂxed at dif-
fevent times, by the gnverpment, the Zemindars, the
farmers, and even the fiferior collectors. Some of the
most oppressive of these were abolished, and excluded
from the present schedule. And new leases or titles were

1 Consultation, J4th, May, ut supra,
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. granted to the ryots ; which enumerated all the claims 0
cnar. 1. which they were to be subject ; and forbade, under pena*
~ ties, every additional exaction. When the Zemindars, an
1772, other middlemen of ancient standing, offered for the lands
which they had been accustomed to govern, terms whic'h |
were deemed reasonable, they were preferred ; when thelr
offers were considered as inadequate, they were allowed & |
pension for their subsistence, and the lands were put up
to sale. :

While the settlement, in other words the taxation of |
the country, was carrying into exccution upon this plan;
the principal office of revenue, or Afulsa, underwent & °
total revolution. So long as the veil of the native o
vernment had been held up, this office had been statione
at Moorshedabad, and was ostensibly under the direction
of the sort of minister of revenue, whom, with the title
of Naib Dewan, the President and Council had set up. It
was now resolved to transfer this great office from Moor-
shedabad to Caleutta ; and to place it underthe immediate
superintendence of the government. The whole Council
were constituted a Board of Revenue, to sit two days in
the week, or if necessary, more. The Members of the
Council were appointed to act as auditors of accounts,
each for a week in rotation. The office of Naib Dewaity
which had been held by Mohammed Reza Khan at Moor-
shedabad, and by Shitab Roy at Patna, was abolished
but a native functionary, or assistant dewan, under the
title of Roy royan, Wes @ppointed to act in the Khalsa, a8
superintendent of the distriet dewans, to receive the ac-
counts in the Bengal language, to answer interrogutories,
and to make reports.’

The fundamental change in that great and leading
branch of Indien administration which concerned the re-
venue, rendered indispensable a new provision for the ad-
ministration of justice. The Zemindar, Who was formerly
the great fiscal officer of a district, commonly exercised
both civil end eriminal jurisdiction within the territo

| over which he was appointed to preside. In his Phouj-
dary, or eriminal court, he inflicted all sorts of penalties ;

! Extract of Proceedings, Sixth Report, ut supra, See uleo Sisth Heport of
tire Select Qommittee of 1782, Appendix, No. L ; Colebrook's Snpplement 10

Digest of Hengal Legulations, p. 174—190; and the Fifth Report from
Select Committee of the House of Commons, in 1810, p. 4, 5,




TONS IN THE COURTS OF JUSTICE.

y fines for his own benefit: even capital punish- BOOK V.
ments, under no further restraint than that of reporting cmar. 1
the case at Moorshedabad before execution. In his ————
Adaulut, or civil court, he decided all questions relating 1772
to Property ; being entitled toa c'hout, or twgnty—fjxve per
cent., upon the subject of litigation. His dxscref‘uon was
guided or restrained by no law, except the Koran, its com-
Hentaries, and the customs of the country, all in the
highest degree loose and indeterminate. Though there
was no formal and regular course of appeal from the Ze-
mindary decisions, the government interfered in an arbi-
trary manner, as often as complaints were preferred, to
which, from their own importance, or from the importance
of those who advanced them, it conceived it proper to
attend. To the mass of the people these courts afforded
but little protection. The expense created by distance,
excluded the greater number from so much as applying
for justice ; and every powerful oppressor treated a feeble
tribunal with contempt. The Judges were finally swayed
by their hopes and their fears ; by the inclinations of the
Men who could hurt or reward them. Their proceedings
Were not controlled by any written memorial or record.
In cases relating to religion, the Cauzee and Brahmen
were called to expound, the one the Moslem, the other
the Brahmenical law ; and their opinion was the standard
of decision. Originally, questions of revenue as well as
others belonged to the courts of the Zemindars; but a
few years previous to the transfer of the revenues to the
English, the decision of fiscal questions had been taken
from the Zemindar, and given to an officer styled the Naib
Dewan, or fiscal Deputy, in each province, :

Beside the tribunals of the dlstmct.:;, the capital was
provided with two criminal courts; in one of which,
called Roy adaulut, the Nazim, as supreme magistrate,
tried capi'tal offences ; in another, a magistrate culled the
Phoujdar tried offences of & less penal description, and
reported his proceedings te the Nazim. At the capital
was also found the principsl dewanee or fiscal court: in
which the Dewan tried ¢auses relating to the reveriue,

" llcluding all questions of title to land. All other eivil
Sauges were tried at the capital in the vourt of the
Dnmgah—i-adaulut-alﬁlea ; except those of inhertance and

¥ou. 111, BB




cHAP. 1. An officer, with the title of Mohtesib, superintended thﬁ:1
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succession, which were decided by the Cauzee and Muftee:

weights and measures, and other matters of police. q

Generally speaking, the courts of justice in India were:
instruments by which the powerful performed oppression;
at their pleasure, on the weak. :

Under the ancient government, the English, as well a5
other European settlers, instead of demanding payment:
from a reluctant debtor through the courts of law, seized
his person and confined it, till satisfaction was obtained.
Nor was this so inconsistent with the spirit of the govern-
ment, as often to excite its displeasure. It was indeed &
remedy to which they were not often obliged to recurj
heonuwe the profit of dealing with them generally cons
stibuted a sufficient motive to punctuality. , After the
power of the English became predominant, the native
courts ceasod to exert any authority over Englishmon and
their agents.!

The first attempt which had been made by the English
to remedy, in their new dominions, any of the defects in
the administration of justice, was the appointment in
1700 of 'mnpo'ri'nte_mliug somissionoess to the several dis-
tudots, with directions to inquire into the procsedings o
the courts of justics, Lo restiain iniquitous proceedings,
to abolish the chout, and, wheve a total change should:
appear doegirable, to, apply to government for the requisi
powers, In 1770, the Naib Dewan, and such of the sers
vants of the Company as had their station of service
Maorshedabad, were formed info o Council of Control ove
the adwinistration of justice. Its administration was sti
to conform to the ancient and established plan ; but th
Couneil of Control should interpose as they perceived oc-
casion ; every judicial proceeding which concerned the
government should come under their review ; the trials
ghould be transmitted to them in all ¢riminal cases, and
execoution suspended till their opinion was known ; all
causes relative to the revenue and o property in land
should, in the first instance, be tried in the native courts;
but the Council should revise the proceedings of thwﬂ
courts, and have the power of final determination.

1 Por this sheteh of fhe state of the administration of justice In Bengal, s‘*

the Ssventh Report of the Committee of Secresy in 1773,

3




TONS IN THE COURTS OF JUSTICE.

Supplying the place of the native courts, in a great BOOK V.
Measure superseded by the new system of revenue, and cmar. 1.
for providing a more perfect judicial establishment, the e
following scheme was invented and pursued. Two oom‘is, 4
a civil and were appointed for each district. The
criminal co::rze :ta;led Phoujdary Adaulut, consisted of the
collector, as superintendent, with the Cauzee and Mufteo
of the district, and two Moulavies, as interpreters of the
law. The eivil court, styled Mofussul Dewanee Adaulut,
consisted of the collector, as President, assisted by the
proviucial dewan and the other officers of the native
court. From the jurisdietion of this tribunal, no cases
were excepted, beside those of succession to Zemindaries
and Talookdaries, reserved to the President and Council,

At the seat of government were also established two
supreme courts of appeal. That to which the civil branch
of this appellate jurisdiction was consigned, received the
name of Sudder Dewanee Adaulut; and wap composed of
the President with two Members of the Council, attended
by the dewan of the Khalsa, and certain officers of the
Cuteliery, or native court of the city, That on which the
i&ﬂul brntich was uuufm'ro?i, obtained the title of Nizamut

uddur Adaulit, 1t consisted of o ehiel judge, entitlod
Davogabi-i=Adaulut, assistod by the chief (auzes, the chief
Muftee, and thrao Monlwvies. This judge was nopainated
by the President aud Couneil, who in this cems soted in
the capacity of Nazim. All capital eases were raporied
to lils tribunal ; und, after roview, were ultimately reforved
to the Governor-general and Couneil.  After a short expe-
vience, however, the superintendonce of this court, ap-
peared to impose a labour, and to involve a respmwﬂnhty,
which the Governor and Council found it inconvenient to
mustain; it was one of the fivst trausactions, thevefore, of
the new government which succeeded in 1774, to restore
this part of the Nizamut to the nominal Nabob, and to
carry back the tribunal to Moorshedabad.!

! Fifth mittee 1810, p.6. It would appear, however, from
Hlstlngu' m‘:ﬂﬁ: z(l:::n November, 1775 (Fifth Raporv.of Committes of Secresy
17ua, Appendix, No. elvii.) that Hastings was averse to the intrasting of a
Native with the uncoutrolled aftministration of criminal justice, and that it
s the act of thie hostile majority of the council, by whom Mohammed Reza
X BN wag in 1775 rajsed to the office of Naib Naxim, It ds necessary at tho
Ao ting t, state, that the gentlemen of the majority (sce their lelh‘nlr of the
“HC date, Thid.) declare thut previous to this messure of theirs, * the ad-
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For the district of Calcutta, two cowrts were estds

cmar. 1. blished, on the plan of the other district courts ; in each |

1772,

of which a Member of Council presided in rotation. It
all these courts, it was ordained that records of proceed-
ings should be made and preserved. The chout, or exac:
tion of a fourth part of all litigated property, for the
benefit of the judge, was abolished. A prohibition was
issued against exorbitant fires. The discretionary power
exercised by a creditor over the person of his debtor, was
no longer tolerated. And all disputes of property, not
exceeding ten rupees, were referred to the head farmer
of the pergunna or village precinet, to which the parties
belonged.!

In the introduction of these measures, a specimen i8
exhibited of the regard which was paid to the feelings or
honour of the natives, how great soever their rank or
deservings. Under the anxious search of the Directors
for the cause of their intense disappointment in the re-

ceipt of treasure from the revenues of Bengal, they, after
venting the first portion of their chagrin upon their ’Euro-
pean, seein to have turned, with still greater want of con-
gideration, upon theiy native agents. In a letter from the
Boaret Committes to Mr, Hastings, their President, dated
28th of August, 1771, they say, “ By our general address
you will be informed of the reasons we have to be dig-
satisfied with the administration of Mahomet Reza Cawn,
and will perceive the expediency of our divesting him of
the rank and influence he holds as Naib Dewan of the
kingdom of Bengal.”* Mr, Hastings is then directed * to

ministration of criminal justice throughout the country was at a stand,"—Jt
was at & stand, while under the superintendence of the Euglish rulers:
Whist was it likely to be, under a creature, without one atom of power, having
the name of & Nabob ?

1 Seventh Report, ut supra, Generdl Regulations, dated 15th Augnat, 17725
Calebrooke’s Sapplement, p. 13 Fifth Report from the Select Committee on
Indian aftairs, 1810, r 6,

By the manner {n whioh the transaction is narrated, it would seem thak
Mohammed Reza Khan was put under arrest, because the Court of Divectors
were disapp in their financial ex) jons. 'The lettr of the courty
however, specifies as the grounds of inguiry, charkes of frand and embezzle-
ment, and vrlnclgn instrammentality in the sggravation of fhe recent fining
by & monopoly of rics und other necessaries of life. The charges were un-
founded, and might have been ewhat hastily entertained, but ns they had
made an impression on the minds of the Directors, it wis only their daty t
divect (mvestigation to be msiituted. Hastlngs throughont acted under their
positlve orders, and ns well stated by some of hiv contemporaries, Inhabitants
uf Caloutts, petitioning agaeinst the Supreme Court, was excusably suxious




ENT OF MOHAMMED REZA KHAN. 3

i ol private orders for the seouring the person of BOOK V.
ot Reza Cawn, together with his whole family, and  cmae. &
his known partisans and adhierents,” and for bringing them
Prisoners to Calcutta. For this secrecy, precipitation, and
severity, (arrest and imprisonment to a man of that rank
in India is one of the most cruel of all punishments,) the
Teason assigned was, thab otherwise he might “render all
inquiry into his conduct ineffectual, and ill-consequences
Mmight vesult from his resentment and revenge.” In the
endeavour to discover delinquency, they say, “Your own
judgment will direct you to all such means of informa.tiop
as may be likely to bring to light the most secret of his
transactions. We canunot, however, forbear recommending
to you, to avail yourself of the intelligence which Nund-
comar may be able to give respecting the Naib's ad-
ministration; and while the enyy which Nundcomar is
supposed to bear this minister may prompt him to a ready
communication of all proceedings which have come to his
knowledge, we are persuaded that no scrutable part of the
Naib’s conduct can have escaped the watchful eye of his
Jealous and penetrating rival” !

e opinion whioh the Directors entertained of the man
of whom they deslred to make sueh an instrumont, hud,
ol w former oceasion, been thus expressed : “From the
wholo of your proceedings with respect to Nundcomar,
there sebma to bo no doubl of his endeavouring, by forgery
and false accumations, to riin Rem Ohurru;uﬁm he has
been guilby of carrying on correspondence with the
country powers, hurtful to the Company’s interests ; and
instrumental in conveying letters between the Shazada
and the French Governor-general of Pondicherry.  In
short, it appears he is of that wiqkeq and turbulent dis-
position, that no harmony can subgist in society where he
has the opportunity of interfering. We :hhcrefore m_ost
eadily concur With you, that N\_mdcorr}nr is & person im-
proper to be trusted with his liberty in our settlements ;

y Directors iy whom he had been recent! n)\pu‘intad
::(zmﬂwum:}:aﬂ\t ltx‘lemru jed i Bengal. See Insteuctions of the Couxt,
Ke. quolgd i lotter to B. Dutkd, Bei, Lond., 1783, Accusations similar
o thosa urged against Mohatnmae Reza Khan were preferred against Shitab

by, Nuncomar, according to bis own account, was the srincipul instigator
of tlie proceedings aguinst both, Min. of hvmr‘nce’i‘p. 1000, —W. 4
1 8o (I Letter, Minates of Evidence on the Trinl of Warren Hastings,
s 1. 903,
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- and capable of doing mischief, if e is permitted to g°
out of the province, either to the northward, or to the
Deccan. We shall therefore depend upon your keeping
such a watch over all jhis actions, as may be means 0 l
preventing his disturbing the quiet of the publie, or it~
Juring individuals for the future,” 1

In a letter dated 1st September, 1772, Mr. Hastings gave
the Directors a history of the operations already per-
formed, and of the views from which they had sprung
“As your commands were peremptory, and addressed t¢
myself alone, I carefully concealed them from every person
except Mr. Middleton, whose assistance was necessary for
their execution, until I was informed by him that Mahmud
Rizza Cawn was actually in arvest, and on his way to Cal-
cutta.” Beside these alleged commands of the Directors
“ 1 will confess” he says, “that there were other cogent
reasons for this reserve ;” and giving these reasons, hgl
describes the importance of the office which was filled by
Mohammed Reza Khan, and the susceptibility of corrup-
tion which marked the situation of his fellow-servants in
India. “I was yet but a stranger to the charactey and
disposition of the Members of your administration, [ knew;
that Mahmud Rizza Cawn had enjoyed the sovereignty of
this province forseven years past, had Possessed an annual
stipend of nine lacks of rupees, the uncontrolleq disposal of
thirty-two lacks intrusted to him for the wge of the Nabob,
the absolute command of every branch of e Nizamut,
and the chief authority in the Dewance. Ty speak move
pluinly ; he was, in everything but the Dame, the Nazim
of the province, and in real authority more thay the Nagim.
I could not suppose him so inattentive to hig own security, |
nor so ill-versed in the maxims of F{mtern poliey, as to have
neglected the due means of “Mbhﬂhiﬂg an interest with
such of the Company's agents, a8, by actual authority, or
by representation o the Honourable Company, might be |
able to promote or obstruct his views,z ] ;

The office of Mohammed Reza Khan gonsisted of two |
parts 5 the one was the office of Naib Dewan, in which he
represented the Company, as Dewan op Mastor of the Re-

! Compnily's Letter to their President and Colingil, dated 92ud February,
1764 ; Minutes, ut supra, p, 996,
4 Comminies of Secresy, 1781, Fifth Report, Appendix, No, iy,
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nues j“the other was the office of Naib Subah, as it was BO
idby the President and Council, more properly e (QHARL:

Naib Nazim, in which he represented the Nabob in his o
office of Nazim, that department of the Subahdaree, the
name and ministerial functions of which were still reserved
to the native Prince. The fuuchiousbof tl}e b{mb 'Devz;n
were i supplied by the new scheme for levying the
ree::m]lne‘.l“gut i%g those of the Naib Subah, as they ca.l}ed
‘him, no provigion as yet was made. The duties and dm-
portance of that office, are thus described by Mr. Hastings
and committee ; “The office of Naib Subah, according to
its original constitution, comprehends the superintendence
of the Nabob's education, the management of his house-
hold, the regulation of his expenses, the representation
of his person, the chief administration of justice ; the
issuing of all orders, and direction of all measures which
respect the government and police of the provinces; the
conduct of all public negotiations, and execution of trea-
ties 5 in a word, every branch of evecutive government.”?

Nothing can afford a more vivid conception of what I
may perhaps be allowed to call the style of government
which then existed in Bengal, the temper with which the
difference hetween some performance and no performance
of the duties of government was regarded, than this; that
the officer on whom % every branch of the evecutive gowvern-
ment” depended, was arrested some days before the 28th
of April ; and that it was not #ll the 11th of J uly, that a
proposition was brought forward to determine what should
be done with the office he had filled* A letter signed by
the Company’s principal servants at Moorshedabad, and
received at Fort William on the 2lst of May, declaved ;
% We must also observe to you the necessity there ig for
speedily appointing & Naib to the Nizamut, as the bltgluegs
of that department, particularly the courts of justice, is
suspended for want of a person properly authorized to con-
firm the decrees of the several courts of justiee, and to
pass sentence on criminals, besides various other matters
of business, wherein the interposition of the Subah [Subas-
dar] is imwediately nacessary.’®  Why was not some

9 ; et N 78
i uly, 1772, Minutes of Lvidence, ut supra, p. 972,
;Sg?-?:."“35?3.}:“«(30{, hth April, 1770, Minatos, dh suprae B 0724 ana
Conanitation, 11th July, 1772, 1bid, p. 978, 954,
3 Seo the Letter, Minutes, ut supra, p. 974,
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arrangement, taken ; or rather, is it necessary to asfk, why
sSome arrangement was not taken to prevent the suspen
sion of the judicial and every branch of the execeutive
government, before the officer was arrested on whom all
these great operations depended !

The Raja Shitab Roy held the same office at Patna, for

the province of Bahar, as was held by Mohammed Reza

Khan at Moorshedabad, for that of Bengal. Because Mo-
hammed Reza Khan was arrested, and sent to Calcutta for
his trial, and because, as holding the same office, it seemed
proper that they should both share the same fate, Shitab
Roy was in like fashion arrested, and sent to his trial.

Ahteram-al-dowlah was a surviving brother of Jaffier
Ali Khan, the deceased Subahdar, the unele of the young
Nabob, the eldest existing male, and hence the natural
guardian, of the family: on this ground he presented a
petition to “the Gentlewen,” praying that he might be
appointed to the vacant office of Neabut Nizamut ; in other
words, be chosen Naib under the Nazim.

The Directors, though resolved not to be any longer
Dewan under a cloak ; were yet eager to preserve the sup-
posed benefit of clandestinity, in the other department of
the Subahdaree, the Nizamut? The servants in India de-
clared their full concurrence in the wisdom of that policy.#
But they conceived that for this purpose guch an officer as

V1tis her:c forgo‘.:ep that & plan fnr. the callection of the revenue, and the
administration of civil justice, and of criminal justice, in the flyst instance,
had been devised, which rendered the interposition of the Naib no longer
necessary ; the Committee speak of the office s originally tonstituted, not as
now, In & great degree superseded by the English regulations.—W.

2 “Though we have not a doubt but that by the exertion of your abilities,
and the care and assiduity of our servants in the superintendency of the
revenues, the collections will be conducted with more advantage to the Com-~
pany, aid ease to the natives, than by means of a Naib Dewan ; we are fully
senslble of the expediency of supporting some ostensible minister in tle
Company’s nterest at the Nabob's conrt, to transact the politlenl affairs of
the Gircar, and interpose between the Cum]mnf' and the sublects of any
European power, in all cpses wherein they may thwart our interest, or en-
croach on onr anthority.” Letter from the Conrt of Dircctors to the Presi-
dent and Council at Fort William, 28th Augnat, 1771 Minulos, ut supra,

. 978,

Pg “The Committes are fully sensible of the espediency remarked by the
Hononrable Court of Directors, of holding ont the authority of the country
government to the Earopean pawers, in all cases wherein thelr interests nay
interfere with these of the Compuny.” Consntation, 1lth July, 1772, Mi-
nutes, nt supra, p. 978, Mr, Hustings, (n his lotter, 24th March, 1774, seorns
to bave questionced altogerher the wisdmn of clandestinity | “There can be
but ong government, and oie power tn this provines, Even the pretensions
of the Nabob may prove a -ource of great embarrassment, when he fs of age
fo clalr Ity feloase from the prasent state of pupillage which prevents his
Mpurting thew,”  Lbid, p. 004,




IMPERFECT PROVISION.

ex - delegation of power, which could never

P‘:?:l?c,.\tl:: :“Pf,?&on Ofg‘a. danger. They resolv‘ed, therefore,
that the office of Naib Subal should 1343 g.bohshed.‘ That
IS t0 sy, they resolved, that the main instrument of go-
Vernment, that on which the administration of justice, 1:.he
Whole husiness of police, and every brauch of the execeutive
government depended, should pe taken away ; and what
did they substitute, for answering the same 9nds ? The
Courts of Review established at Calcutta might l{e ex-
pected to supply the place of the Naib of the Nazim, in
respect to the administration of justice : with respect to
all the other branches of government; answerable for the
happiness of between twenty and thirty millions of human
beings, no substitution whatsoever was made : so profound,
for T acquit them on the score of intention, was the igno-

nce which then distinguished the English rulers of India,
of what they owed to the people, over whom they ruled,
and the fruit of whose labour, under the pretence of ren..
dering to them the services of government, they took from
them, and disposed of as they pleased! No doubt the
duties of government, thus left without an organ, were in
part, and irregularly, when they pressed upon them and
could not be avoided, performed both by the President and
Council, and by the servants distributed in the different
parts of the country, But how imperfeetly those services
of government must have been rendered, for which no pro-
vision was made and which, as often as the:y were ren-
dered, were rendered as works of supererogation by those
who had other obligations to fulfil, it is unnecessary to
Ob‘;‘;lr::gh go little was done for rendering to the people
the services of government, .there was another_ branch of
the duties of the Naib Nazim, .whlch met Wltl.l a very
different, sort and style of ablention. That was, in name,
the superintendence of the education and household of the
Nabob ; in reality, the disbursement of the money, allotted
for his state and support. This was a matter of prime
importance ; and was mot with a proportional intensity of
Consideration and care, It would be unjust, however, to

1 Ibid. p. 978,

b

Nath Subah (so they styled the Naib of the Nazim) was BOOK V.
ither necessary nor desirable ; first, on account of the cmae. 1.

1772,
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< V. impute to the individuals the defeot in point of virtu®

cuar. 1. “which this contrast seems to hold forth. The blame is du®

—— to their education, the sort of education which their county

1772, Yestows. They had been taught to consider the disburs®”
ment of a very large sum of money, as a matter of pro-
digious importance ; they had never been taught to conside®
the rendering of the services of government to the peoplé:
provided the people would be quiet, as a matter of any "
portance at all. They must, therefore, have been superior
to ordinary men ; they must have belonged to that sma®
number who rise above the mental level which theil ™
country and its institutions are calculated to form, hats
they displayed a higher measure, than they did, of wisdo® &
and virtue.

This high-prized department of the functions of the § |
Naib Nazim was even divided into two portions: the latte’ |
subject to the control of the former. One portion was ;,
made to consist, in “the guardianship of the Nabob, and
the care and rule of his family;” the other ¢in regulating
and paying the salaries of the Nabob’s servants, and keep:
ing the account of his expenses, to be monthly transmitted
to the Board, acecording to the orders of the Honourable
Court of Directors.”?

To execute the first of these portions (the pretensions of
Ahteram-ul-Dowla, and if a woman was to be choson,thc.xia'P
of the mother of the Nabob the wife of Meer Jaffier being :

set aside) Munny Begum, a second wife, or rather concubin® =
of Meer Jaffier, » person who had been originally a daneing |
girl, was preferred and appointed. The reasonsware thu”
assigned by the majority of the council, in their minute of I
the 11th of July, 1772 : “We know no person so fit for the |
trust of guardian to the Nabob, as the widow of the Jate 1
Nabob Jafier Ally Cawn, Mannee Begum ; her rank mey |
give her a claim to this pre-eminence, without hazard t0
our own poliey : nor will it be found incompatible with
the rules presoribed to her sex by the lawsand manners 0
her country, as her authority will be confined to the wall® |
of the Nabols palace, and the Dewen” (meaning the perso? |
who should hold the secondary office, the paymaster, and ‘
accountant) “ will act, of course, in all cases in which she
carmot personally appear. CGireat abilities are not to be
1 Consaltation; 11th Jaly, 1772, Minntes, ut supra, p. 978,




/in a Zennana, but in these she is very far from BOOK V.
g deficient, nor is any extraordinary reac‘h of under- cmaP. 1.
standing requisite for so limited an employ. She is said iy
t0 have acquired a great ascendant over the spirit _of the
Nabob, being the only person of whom he stands in any
kind of awe ; o circumstance h{ghly. nece.assary’for fulfilling
the chief part of her duty, in directing his education
and conduet, which appear to have been hitherto much
" 2%
ne%il;}:rdr;gard to the second of the above—dascribeq por-
tions, a minute, in the Consultation, 11th J uly, 1772, signed
Warren Hastings, says, “ The President proposes Raja Goor-
dass, the son of Maha Rajah Nundcomar, for the office of
Dewan: to the Nabob’s household. - The inveterate and
rooted enmity which has long subsisted begween Mahomet
Reza Cawn and Nundcomar, and the necessity of employ-
ing the vigilance and activity of so penetrating a rival
to counteract the designs of Mahomet Reza Cawn, and
to eradicate that influence which he still retains in the
government of this province, and more especially in the

! Minutes, ut supra, p. 979, It is eurious enough thut Hastings, in his
thtor to the Nabob, calis her “The Rightfal Hoad of his Family ;* and tells
him; that ** She stands in the place of his deceased Father.” b Ina
Drivate acecount o the Secret Committes of Divectors, Mr, Hastings states
other reasons: the first Jvas, that she was ** the declared enemy of Mohammed
Iteza Khan,” and that it was necessary, in order to obitain evidence of his
guilt, to il every department with the endmies of that Prisonor. who was
arrested without warning, and whnse papers were seoured.”  Ho adds, “the
i R Ve 0 TR T R Pt v %
‘was the cteram O'Dow! w, the 3 & man
of no dangerous abilities, nor Apparent ambition, buttiie father of & numerons
fuinily ; who, by his being bmuﬁm 80 nigh to the Musund, would have e~
quired a right of inheritance to the Subaliship ; and if only one of his sons,
syho are all in the prime of life, should have raisod his hopies to the succession,
it would have been in his power at any time to remove the single obstaele
which the Nabob's life opposed to advancement of the family. The guardian,
at least, would hayve been the Nizam, while the minority lasted; und all the
advantuges which the Company may hope to derive from it, in the confirma-
tion of their power, wonld ave been losf, ar could only have beon maintained,
by & contention hurtful to their rights, or by a violence yet more xeep-
tl{nnhlc The case would be the same were any other man placed In that
station. The trath is, that the affuirs of the Company stand at present on s
footing which can neither last es {6 is, 1nor be maintained on the righd prin-
ciples of private justice. You must establisii your own power, or youw ninst
Jugm it dependent on & superior, wihtich I desm to be impossible. .
“The Begum, ns 8 woman, is {ncapable of passing the bounds assignad
her, Her ;mbi'tlm\ cannot aspire to higher dignity.” She has no ehildren
40 provide for, or misiead her fdelity. “Her actasl authority rests on the
Vn‘:mb'a Hife, and therefore camnot em}nng:er it; it must ceaseé with his
minority, when she must dpend a i thy Corupany .,fm'k-fxgp"“
against her ward and pupil, who will tlien ccume her master. Re-
port, Commiltee of Secrecy, 1781, Appendix, No. iv.
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. family of the Nabob, are the sole motives for his recont
mendation.”1

The revenue allowed to the use of the Nabob had

hitherto been so great a sum as thirty-two lacks of rupees:

Of this the Directors had already complained : and, agree

ably to their directions, in January, 1772, on the alle:

%ﬁ:flzion of the non-age of the Nabob, it was reduced to oné
&

Mohammed Rezn Khan and Shitab Roy were brought
prisoners to Caleutta in the month of April. In his letter
of the Ist of September, to the Court of Directors, Mr.
Hastings says : “It may at first sight appear extraordinarys
that Mahmud Rizza Cuwn and Raja Shitab Roy have been
80 long detained in confinement without any proofs having
been obtained of their guilt, or measures taken to bring
them to a trial.” Among the causes of this, he first speci-
fies the great load of business with which the time of the
counsel had been consumed. He then says, “ Neither
Mahmud Rizza Cawn nor Raja Shitab Roy complain of the
delay as & hardship. Perhaps all parties, as is usual in
most cases of a public concern, had their secret views;
which, on this cceasion, though opposite in their direction,
fortunately concurred in the same points. These had
conceived hopes of a relaxation of the Company’s orders ;
Mahmud Rizza Cawn had even buoyed himself up with

‘.Mhmtcs, ut_supya. p. 994, The President goes on, “These reasons will
Justify the nomination of & man to supply the place of the late Naib Soobalts
Wwho is known to be his most violent opponent, and most capable of opposing
him. It is not pretended that these ends are to be obtained merely from the
abilities of Raja Gonrdass; his youth and inexperfence render him, aithough
unexceptionable in other respects, inadequate to the real porposes of his
appointment; tmt his father hath all the abilities, perseverance, and temper,
ruquisite for such ends, in a degree, perhaps, exceeding any man in Beéngal.
These talents, heretofore, made him obnoxious to goyernment itself, and
therefore it might be thought unsafe to trust Lim with an authority so near
the Nabob; . ..., it is therefore proposed to confer it wpon Nis son, Wwho 1y of
himself incapable of making a very Lad unse of if, and to alluw of his acting
under the influence and mstruction of his fther, who, holding no office nnder
the Nubob, and bemg a subject of our government, may be removed without
delat, or the least appearance of violence, whenever he shill be proved, or
even suspected, 10 abuse his trust.” Mesars, Dawes, Lawrel, and’ Graham,
dissented from the President and the majority, and objected to the appoint-
ment of Raje Goordass, © Becanse,” say they, ‘‘We estevm it, in effect, the
appointment of Nundcomar, who, with respect to the various accusations
agalnst his political conduet, and the orders which have been in consequence
récelved, stands in such a predicament as fo_precinde, In our aphiion, an ac-

uiescence in the President's proposition.” Tb. 896. In his answer. the Pre-
sident vindi the political conduct of Nund » Which Lie affirms to be
Without blemish, thongh he says e will “not take upon him to vindicate his
moral character.” b, 496, 997.




ATMENT OF MOHAMMED REZA KHAN. ISI

hoyibs of a restoration to his former author.ity, :by the BOOK V.
interest of his friends and a change in the Direction. I cmap. 1.
Pretend not to enter into the views of others; my own —1?’4;—
Were these ; Mahmud Rizza C‘u:vn’s 1.nﬁ:§nc;r stl.:llb;,n'e;alled ]

country ; in the Nabob’s house-
e s e
\ i ; avour was shill courted, and his
gﬁ‘;‘:;nér:}:l%& 9:"9\{' h}cl)l,sun;ler such dis:o:ragzm(;r;tﬂ, Wmﬂtd
4" 3 idence against him Lis nta
fff,‘:f ;2&2:{?;2021125 %‘;l;r‘;']cothugamof the Niznmu:im and
Dewannee ; how was the truth of his conduct to be in-
vestigated by these? It would be superfluous to add other
arguments to show the necessity of pressing the inquiry
by breaking his influence, removing his dependants, and
putting the direction of all the affairs which had been
committed to his care, into the hands of the most power-
ful or active of his enemies. With this view, too, the
institution of the new Dewa

nnee obviously ecoineided,
These were m

¥y real motives for postponing the inquiry,”!
With respect to the further progress of that inquiry, for
facilitating which such extraordinary proceedings had
been described as necessary, proceedings sufficient to pro-
cure the destruction, when required, of the most innocent
of men ; it was, nevertheless, after two years’ confinement?
degradation, and anxiety, judicially declared, that in Mo-
hamimed Reza Khan, and Raja Shitab Roy, no guilt had
been proved. There is no proof that their destruction was
at any time an object with Mr. Hastings ; aud their acquit-
tal proves that certainly it was not so to the end. Of Mo-
hammed Reza Khan, as connected with subsequent facts of
great importance, we shall afterwards have to speak. But
the mind of Shitab Roy, who was a man of a high spirit,
was too deeply wounded for his health to escape; and Le
died of a broken heart, a short time after his return to
Patna. As some compensation for the ill-usage of thf.nb
Roy, Mr. Hastings, on his visit to Patna, when travelling
6 meet the Vizir at Benares, in 1773, appointed his son
Roy-royan, or chief native agent of finance, in the province
1'There was no confinement net personal m“.“‘f““t beyond an t‘“ﬁ""-;"d "::‘}j
B B i Sppietaciie 3 sl T

th th ter and thelr interests.—\V.
L }lmt‘:ll::l:ll:-;r:? gocrecy, 1781, Fifth Report, Appendix; No. iv.



of Bahar; “from an entire conviction,” as he declared, “ of

the merits and faithful services, and in consideration of the:

late sufferings of his deceased father.”?

During the time in which this great revolution was ef-
fecting in the Government of Bengal, the situation of the
neighbouring powers was preparing another field of action
for the ambition and enterprise of the Company’s servants.
The loss which the Mahrattas had sustained in their late
contest with the Abdallees, and the dissensions which pre-
vailed among their chiefs, had for several years preserved
the northern provinces from their alarming incursions.
Nujub-ad-dowla, the Rohilla, in whom, as imperial deputy,
the chief power, at Delli, had been vested, upon the. de-
parture of the Abdallee Shah, had, by his wisdom and
vigour, preserved order and tranquillity in that part of
Hindustan. The Emperor, Shah Aulum, who resided ab
Allahabad, in the enjoyment of the districts of Allahabad
and Corah, allotted as his dominion in the treaty lately
concluded with him by the English and Vizir, whera hiz
state was in some measure supported by the payment or
expectation of the share which was due to him, and which
the English rulers had bound themselves to pay, of the
revenues of Bengal; had manifested great impatience,
even before the conclusion of Mr. Verelst's government:
to march to Delhi, and to mount the throne of his an-
cestors. Respect for the English, who laboured to repress
this fond desire, and for the power of Nujub-ad-dowla, who
might not willingly retire from his command, delayed the
execution of the Emperor’s designs, Nujub-ad-dowla died
in the year 1770, about the very time when the ambition
of Shal Aulum had stimulated him to the hazardous pro-
jeet of courting the Mahrattas to assist him in returning
to Delhi.

Hist, of Bengal, p. 458; and Secr Mutakhareen, fi. 418.— M

The transactions regarding Shitab Koy are inaccuratoly detailed, and the
cause of his death s a gratuitous supposition, JIn the first pluce, the term of
his detention Is exaggerated ; it was little more than one year. He wag senb
to Calentta in May 1772, and acquitted in July 1778, Asnoticed in the texts
he made no complaint of fhe deluy, and at the close' of the investigation 18
was appointed Koy Royan of Behar, with the addition of the office of Naib
Nagim « he quitted Calcutta in Angust, i a bad state of liealth, and died 3k
Patnn, In September.  His son, Kalljan Sing, was at once naminated his suts
eenaar In both Ll flscal and Judtolal funetion’. Letter from Bongal, 10th NO*
vember, 1778, —W.

| For the above scenes, besides the documents already quoted, see Scott’®
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i he concert of the Emperor, three BOOK V.
Dowerful chj‘:fl’:,hﬁzkigee, Sindia, and 'Besajee, had taken cmar. 1.
& position to the morthward o.f the river Chumbul, and -‘—1'7-_’_;—

overed over the adjoining provinces with 300,009 horse.! :

he Emperor, in the beginning of the year 1.171, had
despatched his minister to Calcutta to obtain, if not the
assistance, at least the approbation of tl'le English, .to hxs
DProjected expedition ; and was not restrained by their dis-
Suasions. By the exertions ot? the .Mogu.l nobles, and t:ho
assistance of the Vizir, who is said to have actefl with
more than his usual liberality,? he was enabled, in the
month of May, 1771, to march from Allahabad at the head
of an army of 16,000 men. At the town of Nubbee Gunge,
about thirty miles beyond the city of Furuckabad, on the
high road to Delhi, where he was constrained, by the com-
mencement of the rains, to canton his army, a Mahratta
vakeel, or ambassador, waited his arrival, and presented
the demands of his masters. Whatever balance of chout
was due from the time of Mohammed Shah, must be dis-
charged ; whatever plunder should be taken, must be
divided equally between the Mogul and Mahratta troops ;
the Mahratta leaders must be confirmed in their jaghires ;
and five lacks of rupees,® toward the expense of the war,
must be immediately advanced to the Mahrattas from the
imperial treasury. With whatever indignation these im-
perious termis might be heard, no reluctance was to be
shown. When the

season for marching returned, the Mah-
ratta chiefs and the nobles of Delhi joined the retinue of

the Emperor ; and on’the 25th of December he made his

entrance into the capital, with all the display which hig

circumstances placed within the compass of his powen.
The Mahrattas afforded the Emperor but o few days to

1 2 d nothing to do with their position, Tukajee Holkar,
.\lm;rhh.\e;elélgll:t;ﬁ{n,l ‘::ul Kislmg\'imjoe. were officers of the Peishiwa, by whom,
I 1799, an army had been sent into Hindustan, to recover the influence lost
at Pvmfput. and to exact revenge upon the Robillas, for the aid thiey had given
to the Abduli. It was for the easier accomplishment of these ohjects, that they
undertuok to replace Shal Alem on the throne of Dethi. DufP’s Maimattas,
it 909

bl ' vilum, p. 36, In the Seer Mutakhareen, fhe Vizir is
mm} fl'"ﬁilv‘é‘ :xsg:gl‘\hlmuul} to dater the Emperor, The truth fs, he acted
insidioualy ; in a pearance dissuplting the Emperor from the projected expe-
Witlon, to keep faith with the Lnglish ; kecretly encouraging him o it, from
thie hopes of profiting, a8 he did, by this improvident adventure.
° Scott. (Aurumgzebe’s Successors, p. 249) mentions

ten lncks of rupees,
Without any other conditions or exactions.
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enjoy the dignity and pleasures of his capital; when they
hurried him into the field. The country of the Rohillas
was the object of cupidity to both ; to the BEmperor, as &5
incrense of his limited torritory ; to the Mahrattas, as &
field of plander, if not a permanent possession. Seharul
pore, the jaghire of the late minister Nujub-ad-dowla, th¢
Rohilla chief, who had served the royal family with 80

= L,

much fidelity and talent, and, in the absence of the Em~
peror, had governed the city and province of Delhi for &

number of years, lay most accessible. It was not, as the

other possessions of the Rohillas, on the further side 0*
the Ganges, but commenced under the Sewalic hills, at &

distance of seventy miles from Delhi, and was terminal
by the strong fortress of Ghose Ghur on the north, and by
Sakertal on the east. The resumption of the government

of Delhi, which had been possessed by Nujub-ad-dowlés

transmitted to his son Zabita Khan, and the idea of th0

resentment which that chief must have conceived upo?
this retrenchment of his power, rendered him an object

apprehension to the Emperor, and recommended to his |
approbation the project of commencing operations with the

reductions of Seharunpore.  The Mogul forces, which the
Emperor accompanied in person, were commanded by
Mirza Nujuf Khan, a native of Persia, who accompanied 0
Delhi Mirza Mohsan, the brother of Suffder Jung, the
Nabob of Oude, when he returned from the embass’y on
which he had been sent to Nadir Shah, after his invasion
of Hindustan. Mirza Nujuf was of a family said to be
related to the Sophi sovereigns of Persia, and was held in
confinement by the jealousy of Nadir. He and his sister
were released at the intercession of the Hindustan ambas*
gador ; when the sister became the wife of her deliverer i
and the brother accompanied them on their departure t0
Hindustan. After the death of his benefactor, Mirza Nujuf
adhered to the fortunes of his son, Mohammed Coollee
Khan, Governor of Allahabad ; and when that unfortunat®
Prince was treackerously put to death by his cousin Suje-
ad-dowla, the son and successor of Suffder Jung Nujllf
Khan retired with a few followers into Bengal, and offer

his gervices to Meer Casim. When that Nalob fled for
protection to the Nabol of Oude, whorn Nujuf Khay, 45
the fiiend of Mchammed Coollee-Khan, was afraid to trush



L ]
ATTACK ON ZABITA IKWAN, Ib |

d into Bundeleund, and was veceived into em- BODK V.
Ployment, by one of the chiefs of that country. Upon the cmap.1.
flight of Suja-ad-dowla, after the hattle of Buxar, Mirza —-17'-:‘;‘
ujuf offered hia services to the English ; advanced ul_mu.\u i
%o tho goyernmont of Allahabad ; was fiyowrably veceived ;
and put in possession of a part of tho country.  BRut when
the transfor of that diatrict to the Empovor onne o bore-
garded ag a politic arrangement, the protensions of Nujuf
Khan ware set aside 3 and, in the way of compensation, he
was allowed a pension of two lacks of rupees from the
English revenues, and recommended warmly to the Em-
pevor, His talents and address raised him to a high station
in the service of that enfeebled Sovereign, whom he accom-
panied, as commander of the forces, on his ill-fated expe-
dition to Delhi.
The united power of the Emperor and Mahvrattas; Zabita
Khan, though he made a spirited defence, was unable to
withstand. He was overcome in battle ; and fled across
the Ganges, in hopes to defend what territories he pos-
sessed on the opposite side. He stationed parties of troops
ab the different fords, but this weakened his main body ;
Nujuf Khan gallantly braved the stream, and was followed
by the Mahrattas, when Zabita Khan, despairing of success,
fled to Pattirgur, where he had deposited his women gnd
treasures. The closensss with which he was pursued

allowed not time sufficient to remove them, and tm
into the hands of the enemy ; while Zabita Khan hi

with a few attendants, escaped to the camp of 'Sujh-nd-’
dowla, His country, one of the nost fertile districts in
India, which had flourished under the vigorous and equi-
table administration of Nujub-ad-dowla, afforded & rich
| booty ; which the Mahrattas wholly seized, and seb at

nought the outeries of the Emperor: ’
The Rohillas were now placed in the most alarming
| situation, We have already seen' that among those saldiers
of fortune from the hardy regions of the North, who con-
| stantly composed the principal part of the Mogul armies,
| and, according to their talents and influence, procured
themselves lands and governments in India, the Afgln}m
had latterly occupied o conspicuous place; that & portion

(9f this people, who took the name of Rohillas, had give

1 Bool iii: chap. iv,

Yor, 111, ]
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several chiefs, with large bands of followers, to the impefi“;]
armies ; that these chiefs had in some instances been 1%
warded with jaghires in that fertile district of count’y
which lies principally between the Ganges and the mouP”
tains, on the western boundary of the Subah of Oude ; that
amid the disturbances which attended the dissolution @
the Mogul Government, those leaders had endeayoured t
secure themselves in their possessions, which they b
filled with great numbers of their countrymen. Itis com”
pletely proved, that their territory was by far the best
governed part of India ; that the people were protectedi
that their industry was encouraged ; and that the coun
flourished beyond all parallel. It was by these cares, an
by cultivating diligently the arts of neutrality ; that is, by
pretending, according to the necessity of Indian custom®
to favour all parties, not by conquering a larger territofi
from their neighbours, that the Rohilla chiefs had ende®
voured to provide for theirindependence. Agter the death
of Nujub-ad-dowla, no one among them was remarkabl¥
distinguished for talents! Hafez Ruhmet Khan, whos®
territories lay nearest to those of Suja-ad-dowla, was looked
upon as the chief of the tribe ; but his character had in i
more of caution than of enterprise, and his prudeice had

l'[_'lu's chief had impressed, both on !n'disms and [Europeans, the highﬂ‘
copinion of his character. My. Verelst, giving an account of the surroundifé
powers, at the conclusion of his government, thus describes him. * As a ma®
:and a prince, he is perhaps the only example in Hindostan of, at onees ®
great and good character, He raised himself from the command of fi
horse, to his present grandenr, entirely by his superior valour, integrity, sl
strength of genius ; and has maintained himself in it with universal applaps®
by & spirited and well-grounded system of policy. Experience and abilitie?
have supplied the want of letters and education; and the native noblenes?
and goodness of his heart have ampiy made amends for the defect of hig birt”
and faily. He is a strict Jover of justice, u most faithful subject to his EM

ror; and has long been the sole defence and support of the royal family #

elhl. Hia wisdom and conduct were no where more manifest than in 1
transactions last year with the Shah Abdalla. He found himself obliged h_’
Jjoin him, or expose his country to an immediate invasion, and therefore com®
plied with the necessity ; but at the same time, s0 protracted their councilés
and threw s6 many secret pbstacles in the way of their designs, thiat, aft®
several months, the Shah finding his troops mutinbus for want of pay o
plunder, himself harassed by the Seiks, the heats begun, and the rains 8%
proaching, was obliged to return home with disgrace, and rest contented with
a sum of money infinitely inferior to what his expedition had promise®:
Anothier man In such n situation wonld probably have lost his life or libert!?
but Nujub-ad-dowls, by his prodence, at once saved his dominions, and 2
tricated himsell. He is now about sixty years old, and his constitution mue
worn down by futigue and sickness; so fhat it i3 probatile he will soon 1
uticceedied by hix eldest san, Zabita Khan, aged nearly thirty-five, wiio, 0 l!‘
Tils futher's virtues, joins the improvements of a liberal gducation.” Vorol®
o the Court of Directors, March 28, 1768.



#mnmd“ a pon him the reputation of avarice. The united BOOK V.
forée of all these leaders was estimated at 80,000 horse HAP.L.
and foot, But though a sense of common danger might s
With difficulty combine themin operations of defence, they £t
Were too independent, and their minds too little capable of
A steady pursuit of their own interests, to offer, through
an aggressive confederacy, any prospect of danger to the
Surroundi owers.!

The’}g;ﬁ;guﬂs, on their part, however, stood egzposed to
alarming designs, on almost every quarter. Their nearest,
and for a long time their most dangerous enemy, was the
Subahdar of Oude, to whom, from its first acquisition,
their territory had been a constant gbject of envy and
desire. A predecessor of Suja-ad-dowla, nearly thirty
years before, had invited the Mahrattas to assist him in
wresting it from their hands; and had given the first
temptation to that dangerous people to claim a settlement
in that part of Hindustan. From the charhoter of the
Dresent Subahdah of Oude, the danger of the Rohillas on
that side was increased rather than diminished ; and at
the same time the superior power of the Mahrattas
Pressed upon them with alarming violence from the south.
With their own strength, they were a match for neither
party; and clearly saw, that their safety could only be
found in obtaining protection against both. They tempo-
rized : and endeavoured to evade the hostile designs of
each, by shielding themselves with the terror which one
seb of their enemies kept alive in the breasts of the
other, :

The Rohillas were vehemently roused by intellizence of
the attack upon Zabita Khan, which they regarded as the
first step of a general plan of aggression. They proposed
an union of couneils and of arms with the Subahdar of
Oude, to whom the establishment of the Mahrattas upon
his frontier was, they knew, an object equally of danger
and alarm. He was thrown into great consternation and

10f thi Vi had left his declded conviction upon racord. “ There
s lumutllll;ll!r\‘:{;.t}l:r:gsn:li?uunn of the Rohillas which must ever make them
ak and iderable as apg 3. Their government is divided into
ﬂllnblups: but no one chief has singly troops or resources fo enterprise a
f'"‘lzlgn war.  When attacked, théir national affection will unite, the common
Sinse will animate them. A private contest will not rouse them: nor I8 it

sticable ta en, their volee on any other motive than the general safety ™
erelat, Am!endﬂ.ﬁgo. 28,




. embarrassment. Early in January, 1772, he pressed
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an interview with the English General, Sir Robert Bats]
who was then on his route to Allahabad, and met hit?
the 20th of the same month at Fyzabad. He remal™s
that “either, to prevent a total extirpation, the Roli*®
would be necessitated to give up a part of their counts
and to join their arms with the Mahratta® when the whé®
confederacy would fall upon him ; or that the Mahrati®
refusing all terms to the Rohillas, would establish the'S
selves in the Rohilla country, and expose him to 5
greater danger.” To extricate himself from these diffie®
ties, the following is the plan which he had devised.
would morch with his army to his own Rohilla fronti®
he would there, partly by the terror of his arms, partly
desire of his aid, obtain from the Rohillas, first, the ¢¢

sion of a portion of their territory for the Empero” :

support, leaving to them such a part as was best adap
toserve as’a barrier to the province of Oude; and, &
condly, a sum of money, with part of which he wot
purchase the departure of the Mahrattas, and parb
which he would keep to his own use. He would th
effect an accommodation with both the Emperor and
Mahrattas, at the expense of the Rohillas ; and put som ¢
thing in his own pocket besides. But for the accomplis
ment of these desirable ends, the presence of the Engl®
was absolutely necessary, without the guarantee of who!
he plainly declared that the Rohillas, who knew bi¥
would yield him no trust. To the letter of the Genef
making known this proposal, the Presidency on the 3rd®
February wrote in reply, approving highly of the projé
of Suja-ad-dowla, and authorizing the General to lend
support which was desired. g
The proposals of the Subahdar, in regard especially
the divigion of their territory, were odious to the Rohill#*
and time was spent in negotiation, while 30,000 Mahrat® s
ravaged the country beyond the Ganges, and their m#
body subdued the territory of Zabita Khan, The Engl®s
General, Sir Robert Barker, strongly urged upon Suja-d®
dowla the necessity of protecting the Rehillas, the wotsy
ness of whom became the strength of the Mahrattas, 8%
enabled them, if their departure were purchased, to ret¥s
to the seizure of the country whenever they pleased, *

T L W SN Y e o g



leafi time the Subahdar was eager to conclude a BOOK V.
treaty with the Mahrattas ; the I}rospect of which alarmed cnap. L
the Engli ral, and called forth his exertions to pre- ——
vent, 2511 Sgng;ﬁi:l’a confederacy. The Mahrattas, how- 1772
€ver, treated the overtures of the Subahdar w:ith so little
Tespect, that theg varied their terms at every cpnferenoe 5
and forced him at last to break off the negotm‘tmx_‘ In
their instructions to the General, on the 30th of April, the
Select Conunittee declare: “We are confirmed in the
opinion we have for some time past entertained, that the
Mahrattas will not make any stay in the Rohilla country ;

but that they will be obliged to quit it even'before the

rains seb in ; and every day’s intelligence renders sthe pro-

bability of this event the more apparent.” Their opinion
was grounded upon the knowledge which they possessed of
the reyolution which had taken place in the]Mahvatta
government, and which could not, as they supposed, and

as the event turned out, fail to recall their armies. The
Committee add,

“We therefore so far concur in opinion
with you, that

any concessions made to the Mahrattas to
promote their departure would be superfluous and highly
improper.,”

_ The defeat of the negotiation with the Mahrattas, and
the knowledge with which|the Subahdar was already fur-
nished, of the events which summoned Lome the Mahvat-
tng, brought about that ulliance between hin amd the
Rohillas, which Sir Robort had laboured so cagerly to
effect. The Subahdar waa very keon for an arrangement,
from which he expected to derive money, now when le'
hoped by the voluntary deparvture of the Mahrattas to
have nothing to do in return for it. The Rohillas, on the
other hand, it is observable, entered into the engagement
with the utmost reluctince; in compliance solely, os it
would appear, with the importunities of the English. Sir
Robert Barker had sent Captain Harper to the camp of
the Rohillas to negotiate; and on the 25¢h of May, from
the Nabol's camp at Shawabad, he writes, to the Presi-
dency, in the following remarkable terms: «Qentlemen,
on the 2lst instant, Cuptain Harpery returned fiom the
Rohills Sirdurs (comvianders] having af lngth prevailed
ou Hafez Ralmet Khan to proceed with him to Shawabad
Yhe second day’s march, The jealousy of Hindustanees




1772.

V. has been very particularly evinced in this visit ; for'l“"f‘»
omar. 1, withstanding Hafez Rulimet has been encamped withis
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three coss since the 23rd of the month, until this morni"'_v’!
he could not prevail on himself to perform the meeting—
T hope, in a few days, to have the satisfaction of cormt
nicating to you the final conclusion of this agreemel

with the Rohilla Sirdars.” !

Tt was not, however, before the 17th day of the folloW=
ing month, that all difficulties were borne down or I
moved, and a treaty of alliance, offensive and defensive:
was signed by the respective parties. Of the articles, thab
which was attended with the most memorable conse™
quences—that to which the Rohillas, it is probable;
assented only from that rashness and negligence in forni®
ing pecuniary obligations which is umiversal in lndian
governments, and which their universal practice of fulfil-
ling none which they can violate or evade una\'oidubl})
engenders, was the promise to pay to the Vizir forty lacks
of rupees, on condition that he should expel the Mahrattas
from the Rohilla territories ; ten of these lacks to be fur-
nished on the performance of the service, the rest in the
space of three years.*

1 The particulars of the Rohilla war depend chiefly upon sts d
tended to prejudice Warren Hastings, or those of p(:)rsog: cué';.l;:‘f?ﬁs |’|?:
transactions, but who, if impartial, were il qualified by conversancy with the
native languages and Indian fmmics to understand what was goingon. At
any rate they are, as recited in the text, very irreconcilesble both in letter
and spirit, with accounts derived from a source, the authenticity of whish'
is unquestionable, and the tone of which cannot n}mssibly be intended to bo
favourable to Shuja-ad-dowla. A Jife of Hafiz Ralimet Khan, written by his
son Mustajab Khan, and translated by Mr. Elliot, has been published by the
Oriental Translation Committee, and the circumstances there narrated are ind
constant contradiction to those recorded in the text. Thus, instead of any
reluctance on the part of the Rohiilas to apply to the Vizir for aid, the ye-

. is there d to Shuja-ad-dowlah. The purport of Sir R, Barker's
letter has been misunderstood. The difffenlty there alluded to, was not that
of inducing the Rohilla sirdars to ask for aid, but of persuading Hafiz 1o
trust his person into the hands of the Nawab: they had long been political

fes, and Hafiz Rah Khan not ully 7 that if the
Vizir could get hoid of him, his detention would be followed by & venewed
attemnpt upon the country: this is the refuctance spoken of: it was wlholly.
uongz;. nqg was at variance with the wishes of the other chiefs. Life of
aflz, 96.—Yr.

2 For the préceding fucts, see the Papers in the Appendix, No. 21, of the
Fifth Report of the Committee of Secrecy in 1781.—M,

According to the authority lnst cited, the agreement was of 4 very different
natare, The Mahratias confented to retire on the promised payment of forty
lacks of rupees by the Rohillax, but the{ demunded that Shuje-ad-dowla
shopld be surety for the payment. * The Nawdb declined entering Iito
sueh an en, went, unless Hafz gave him 2 bond for the money, sdding,
hat he would not have acted as ynediator, Dut from vegard to Haflz. The
whole of the Afghan Sirdars entreated Hafiz to consent, promising to con-




Fipt whatsoever, in consequenco of this agreement, BOOK V.
0 by the Subahdar for the expulsion of the Mah- cmar. 1
rattas ; in a little time he returned to his capital, and the :
Mahrattas, after ravaging the country, crossed the Ganges 1772
of their own accord, at the commencement of the rains.
They encamped,, however, between the CGanges and the
Jumna, with too evident an intention of renewing their
operations as soon as the favourable season should return.
During the period of inaction, the Rohillas importuned
the Vizir to make such arrangements with the Emperor
and Mahrattas, as might prevent them crossing the Ganges
any more. Bub no such mrangements were attempted.
As soon as the termination of the rains approached, the
Mahrattas drew near to the river, and, again threatening
the Rohillas, demanded a sum of money, of which, after
temporizing, a portion was, by Hafez Ruhmet, most reluc-
tantly paid.
Upon the accomplishment of the enterprise against
Zq.blta Khan, the Emperor returned to Delhi, disgusted
with his new allies, and eagerly desirous of an opportunity
to dissolve the connexion. The Mahrattas on their part,
who disdained the restraint of obligation, whenever it
might be violated with profit, had entered into correspon-
dence with Zabita Khan, and had engaged for a sum of
money to compel the Emperor not only to restore his ter-
ritory, but to bestow upon him the office of Ameer-al-
Omra, which his father had enjoyed. To these commands
the Emperor could not prevail upon himself quietly to
yield; and the Mahrattas thought proper to march towards
Delhi, to enforce submission. The Emperor prepared him-
self for resistance; and, by the vigour and foresight of
Nujuf Khan, was enabled to make a respectable defence.
Incapable, however, of long supporting the weight of the
Mahratta host, he opened the gates of Delhi on the 22nd
of December, exactly one year, wanting three days, from
the period of his inaugural entry. From this time, he

tributs their quotas towards ifs discharge; on which the deed was éxecuted,
anl Shooja-ad-dowla having mnde himsclf vesponsible to the Mahrattas, they
aitted Kuthier.” p. 99. The sequel was chardctoristic of all pavties: the
irditrs niever paid their quotas: Hafiz paid the Nawab five lacks, and then
demanded thit his bond should be cancelled.  Shufa-ad-dowla never pait the
Malirattas, und no doubt they never expected that he would, The Nawab,
hidWever, did good service to the Rohillas for the tims,—W,



Mahrattas, Of their power the first use was to extort

 from their prisoner a grant of the provinees of Corah and

Allahabad, in which he had been established by the Eng-
lish. Having accomplished these events, they returned to
the banks of the Ganges, which they made preparations to
Cross.

The Subahdar was now thrown into a state of the most
violent alarm, and wrote repeated letters to the Bengal
government to send a military force to his'protection. He
had neglected, or had been unable, to take any measures
for placing the country of the Rohillas in a state of secu-
rity. That people were now laid at the mercy of the
Mahrattas; and would, he foresaw, be compelled to join

. them, to avoid destruction. Zabita Khan had already

thrown mimself upon their merey ; and ke violently feared
that the other chiefs would speedily follow hig example,
The Mahrattas, indeed, made great offers +6 the Rohillas,
They would remit the greater part of the sums of which
they had extorted the promise. They engaged to pasg
through the country without committing any depreda-~
tions or molesting the ryots, and to grant all sorts of
advantages ; provided the Rohillas would yield s free pas-
sago through their dominions into the tervitory of the
Viziv.t  The Subahdar of Oude exerted himgelf to prevent
that union of the Mahrattas and Rohillas; the effects of
which he contemplated with so much alarm. He moved
with his army into that part of his country which was
nearest to that of the Rohillas; and held out to them
whatever inducements he conceived most likely to confirm
their opposition to the Mahrattas, Ho engaged to meke
effectual provision both for their present and future secy-
ity ; and to remit, as Hafez Ruhmet affirms; the forty
lacks of rupees. Difficult as was the choice, the Rohillas
thought it still less dangerous to rely upon the faith of
the Subahdar, than upon that of the h't[ahmttns; and
gaining what they could, by temporizing with that formid-
able people; they, however, declined all engagements with

¥ Thig fe distinctly asserted in & Yobtor of Hafoz Ruhmet himyelf, adaressed
0 thée Gov, General; and 1t 15 too couformable to e state of the Gircumns
m t be lable to any reasenable doubt. Fifth Report, ut supra, App.
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V. was no better than an instrument in the hands of the



TION OF TIHE SECRET COMMITTEE.

il actually joined their troops to those of the
ilisli and Subahdar.!
. On the 7th of January, 1773, the Secret Committee ab
Calcutta entered into consultation on intelligence of these
events ; and thus recorded their sentiments: “ Notwith-
standing the alarms of the Vizir, expressed in the forego-
ing lotters, it does not clearly appear that the Mahrattas
have acquired any accession of power, since, whatever
advantage they derived from the sanction of the King’s
name, when he was independent, must now be either lost,
or very much diminished, by their late rupture with him,
by their having violently possessed themselves of his per-
son, and their usurpation of his dominions.” On the
subject of the Rohillag, whom the Vizir, to increase the
ardour of the English to send an army to his support,
represented as actually connected with the Malirattas,
though he only drveaded that event, they remark, that
instead of joining with the Mahrattas in an invasion of
the territories of the Vizr, “ It is still more probable that
the Rohilla chiefs, who have sought their present safety in
o treacherous alliance, to whick necessity compelled them,
with the Mahrattas, will, from the sume pringiple, abandon
their cause, or employ the confidence reposed in them to
re-establish their own independence, rather than contri-
bute to the aggrandizement of a ‘power, whick n the end
st overwhelm them.” 'With regard to the unhappy Shah
Aulum, the humiliated Bmperor of tha Moguls, they re-
mark : “It is possible he may eolicit our aid; and, in point
of right, we should certainly be justified in affording it
him, since no ach of his could be deemed valid in his
present situation, and while he continues a mere passive
instrument in the hands of the Mahrattas: but whether it
would be politic to interfere, or whether, at this time
especially, it would be expedient, must continue a doubt
'Eh i It is remarkable, that with regard to the most
itz - acts—the surrenderof Corah end Allaha-
important of his ac ¢ e i e
bad—so little did any one 'regard it as hmuhng, i )
deputy in these provinoces, instead of delivering them up
4o the Mahrattas, applied to the English ﬂ_n lem:e to place
them under their protection, “as the King, his master,
93rd March, 1778, bid. App. No. 18,

1 Sir Robert Barker's Letter,
2 %(;thhl-!npoﬂ, ut snpra; App. No. 18
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7 whilst a prisoner in the hands of the Mahrattas, had been '
crar.1.  compelled to grant sunnuds in their favour.)”t . The Eng-
Tish, in consequence, threw a garrison into Allahabad,
and sent a member of council to take charge of the re- i
venues.?

The obligation under which the English were placed to
aid the Vizir in the defence of his own territory, and their
opinion of the advantage of supporting him ageinst the
Mahrattas, induced them to send Sir Robert Barker, with:
a part of the army. The importance of preventing the
Mahrattas from establishing themselves on the northern
side of the Ganges, and the facility which they would
possess of invading Oude if masters of Rohileund, dis~
posed the English to include that district also within the
line of their defensive operations. But, though the cor-
bined forces of the English and Vizir passed into the
territories of the Rohillas, and encamped mear the river,
opposite to the main army of the Mahrattas, which
threatened at once the territories of Oude and the pro-
vince of Corah, a large body of Mahrattas crossed the
Ganges, overran a great part of Rohileund, destroyed the
cities of Moradabad and Sumbul, and continued to ravage
the country till the end of March.

No operation of any importance ensued. The English
(leneral was restrained by peremptory orders from pass-
ing the river, to act on the offensive ; the Mahrattas were
afraid of crossing it in the face of so formidable an oppo-
nent, And in the month of May, the situation of their
domestic affairs recalled that: people Wholly to their own
country.

The departure of the Mahrattas opened a field to the
ambition of the Subahdar, which he was eager to cultivate,
A meeting was concerted between him and the Governor,
which took place at Benares at the beginuing of Septem-
ber. The terms are memorable in which the cause and
ohject of this interview are mentioned by the English
chief. In his Report to the Clouncil at Caleutta, on the
4th of October, 1773, he says, ¢ The Viziv was at fivst very.
desirous of the assistance of an English f.orce to put him
in possession of the Rohilla country, lying north of his
dominions and east of the Ganges. This has long been a

1 Pifth Report, ut supra, App. No. 18, 2 Ibid. App. No. 12

1773,



ite obje i -
the first’ sccasion of my last visit was furnished by a pro-
posal of this kind.”* The Governor-Gieneral was so far
from revolting at this proposition, or hesitfmting to qloso
with it, that he stimula.teq the Vizir to its execufum}.3
Money was the motive to this eager passion for the rain
of the Rohillas. “As this had long,” says the English
ruler; “been 2 favourite object of the Vizir, the 'Bom-d
judged with me that it might afford a fair occasion to
urge the improvement of our alliance, by obtaining his
assent to a more equitable compensation for the expenses
attending the aid which he occasionally received from our
forees.)”® The situation of the Company, he says, urged
it/ upon them, “as a measure necessary to its interest and
safety. All our advices,” he continues, “ both public and
private, represented the distresses of the Company at
home, as extreme. The letters from the Court of Direc-
tors called upon us most loudly for ample remittances,
and a reduction of our military expenses. At the same
time, such was the state of affairs in this government,
that for many years past the income of the year was
found inadequate to its expense ; to defray which, a heavy
bond debt, amounting at one time to 125 lacks of rupees
had accumulated.™ It was accordingly stipulated that
forty lacks of rupees, upon the accomplishment of the
enterprise, should be advanced to the English by the Vi-
zir, and o monthly allowance, equivalent to the eomputed
expense, be provided for the troops engaged in that ser-
vice: By this, says the Governor, “a saving of near one-
third of our military expenses would be effected during
the period of such a service; the stipulation of forty
lacks would afford an ample supply to our treasury: the
Vizir would bo freed from a troublesome neighbourhood,
and his dominions be much more defensible”

Tn all this, we may allow, there was enough for conve-
njence and profit, both to the President and the Vizir.

N i !

b i Bt ut sipey 8 AT BB L e
of Burke. S o ed 3rd Dec.,
i bt o T ol R
redncing the Bohillas, w‘y:ﬁhwjo \iﬁf%’ér o el u":‘mm';:.,. X &

oni‘"}\epﬁ:f? lﬁe:p‘::ml 4 Appeal, uf supra.

ot of his wishes; and you will recollect that BOOK V.

CHAP. 1.

1778,
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But to bring ruin upen a large body of our fellow-creatures
for our own convenience and profit, unless where the most
cogent reasons of justice and necessity impel, is to per-
form the part of the most atrocious oppressors. In this
case, the pleas of justice and necessity are, to an extraor- *
dinary degres; defective and weak. The unhappy Rohillas,
it seems, procrastinated, and evaded, with respect to the
demand which was now violently made upon them for
payment of the formerly stipulated price of defence; a
payment which had not been earned, since they had never
heen defended ; which they were not able to pay, since
their country had been repeatedly ravaged and stript ; of
which the exaction was in reality a fraud, since the ve-
turn for it was never intended to be made ; which it was
no wonder they were reluctant to pay to the man who
was impatient to assail them, and whom the use of their
money would only strengthen for tlieir destruction, At
the worst, a failure in a pecuniary obligation can never
justify a war of extermination; it even authorized hog-
tilities, as the Directors, when they condemned this em-
ployment of their forces, remarked, so far only, as' might
be necessary to cempel the fulilment of the contract, It
was also alleged, that the Rohillas assisted the Mahrattas,
But this is by no means true. They temporized with the
Mahrattas, as it was highly natural they should do ; but
the whole power of the nation was exerted | to keép and
to drive the Mahrattas from their own side of the Gan-
ges.! With regard to necessity for the extirpation of the
Rohillas, there was not so much as prudence to justify
the deed; Hastings himself cenfessing, “that the de-
pendence of the Vizir upon the Company (in other words
his wonkness) would, by that extension of his possessions,
be tnereased, as he himself was incapable of defending even
his ancient possessions without the English support.”

1 Seo the official lettors of Sir Robert Barker, who communded fho Trifisn
forces upon the spot, Fifth Report, ut supra, App. No. 18. He condemned the
avsistatice given to the destraction of the Rohillas, bt less on the score of
{ustice. thun expediency. See his Minute, ut supra, App. No. 28, The Ro-
iillas, among Other Teasons, alieged with trath, that werely driving the
Mahrattas across the ¥iver was no deliverance, as they unld return the very
next campaign.  See Barker's Evidence, in Minutes of Evidance lefore the
House of Commans, May 9nd, 1786, Sir Xobert wus usked; “Were the
Maheattus in fact prevented from tavading the Rohillas, by any uots of Saja-
addowia, or by s protection of fhiat country *—No."

Appeal, ut supra. ‘This i a contradiction {o his former assertion, thut
the acquidition of the Robilla country made his territories more defansible,



REATMENT OF THE EMPEROR.

her object of great importance was to be settled BOOK V.
‘, between the Governor and Vizir. The provinces of Corah  cmar.1.
‘ and Allahabad, of which a forced surrender had been =——=
j obtained by the Mahrattas, but which the deputy of the 1773
\ Emperor, declaring the act inyoluntary, had, to save them
for his master, placed under the protection of the Eng-
lish, were to be disposed of. At first, if no resolution
| was,taken to restore them to the Emperor, it appears, at
least, thab none was adopted to take them from him. As
soon as the idea was begotten of making money out of
| the present situation of affairs, the provinces of Corah
| and Allahabad natuvally fell into the crucible. It had
long been: a decided principle in the Company’s policy,
not to retain those provineces under their own administra-
tion ; because the expense of governing them, at so great
a distance, would exceed the utmost revenue they could
yield. The choice lay between preserving them for the
1 Emperor and making them over to the Vizir. Generosity,
had it any place in such avrangements, pleaded with almost
unexampled strength in bebalf of the forlorn Emperor,
the nominal sovereign of 8o vast an_empire, the repre-
sentative of so illustrious a race, who now p
bardly a roof to cover him. Justice, too, or something
not easily distinguished from justice, spoke on the same
side : considering that, in the first place, the Emperor
had a right to the provinces, both by his quality of sove-
reign of India, and also by the peculiar. cencession and
.grant of the English Company, if not in express terms
for, most certainly in consideration of, his net absolutely
necessary bub highly useful grant of the dewannee of the
three great and opalent provines \of Bengal, Bahar, and
Orissa ; and that, 'in the second place, he oon]d. not, by
any fair constraction; be) deemed: to have forfeited any
right by the surrender 'of the provinces, an act which was
in the highest degree @volux}tu'y, and thevefore mot his
But these comsiderations were a fecble balance
B ¢ want, and the heavy altractions of
.against the calls of 5 ¥ e
gold. Toseoure Alishabad and Corab against the possos-
St T AT ctions,
o B e S e
and Uravest of Hindistan, were & m‘?& th \-u‘g:-n} that of n’mncvu u:?,
depire oF territory and plunder B L 8 3 Yy
“Governor.
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. sion of so dangerous a power as the Mahrattas was the
cuar.1. acknowledged policy of the British government:; and it
———— was alleged, that the Emperor was unable to protect
1773.  them. But it is certainly true, that the Emperor was not
less able at that time than he was at the time when they
were first bestowed upon him ; or than he was at any
point of the time during which they had been left in his
hands. Tt is equally true, that the inability of the Vizir
to secure them was just as certain as that of the Emperor;
since there is the confession of the Governor, that he was
unable to protect even his own dominions, without the
assistance of the English ; and that every extension of
his frontier rendered him more vulnerable and weak.
. There was, however, one difference ; the Vizir could give
money for them, the Emperor could not ; and in this, it
is probable, the whole advantage will be found to consist.
That the English strengthened their barrier by giving to
a crude native government a vast frontier to defend, in-
stead of combining against the Mahrattas the forces of
the Rohillas, the Emperor, and the Vizir, will hardly be
affirmed by those who reflect how easily the balance
among those powers might have been trimmed, or who
know the consequences of the arrangement that was
formed. For a sum of money, Corah and Allahabad were
tendered to the Vizir. That he was delighted with the
prospect of regaining a territory, for which, a fow years
before, we have seen him incurring the infamy and guilt
of perfily and murder, perpetrated against a near kins-
man, we need not doubt. About terms there appears to
have been no digpute. Forthe sum of fifty lacks of rupees,
of which twenty lacks were to be paid in ready money, and
the remainder in two years by payments of fifteen lacks at
a time, the provinces in question were added to his do-
minions.

The scquisition of those provinces made an appardnt
change with regard to the Rohillas in the views of the
Vizir. If we may believe the representation of the Presi-
dent ; whose representations, however, upon this subject,
are so full of management and ambiguity, that they ave all
to be received with caution ; the Nabob represented him-
self unable to meeb the pecuniary obligations under which
the acquisition of both tervitories would lay him to the
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ever,  Pres
time’ convenient for the extirpation of that people should

al
i;‘;ve&’he dificulty of fulfilling his pecuniary. engagements
with the Company, if they were ever alleged, did not
detain him long.

From the nieeting at Benares, the Vizir and President
parted different ways; the former to the Dooab and Delhi,
to reduce, during the absence of the Mahrattas, some forts
and districts which were still held for that people ; the
latter to lay before his colleagues, and to transmit to his
employers, such an account of the transactions at this
interview, as was most likely to answer his ends.

. In his report to the Council at Fort William, the Presi-
dent confined himself to the agreement respecting Corah
and Allahabad, and the allowance for such troops as might
hereafter be employed in the service of the Vizir, The
agreement respecting the Rohillas, which it had been set-
tled’ between the President and Vizir might be conve-
niently kept out of the ostensible treaty, was wholly
suppressed. With a view to the future, it was politic
however to explain, that the Vizir showed at fisst a desire
to obtain English assistance for the seizure of the Ro-
Lilla country j it was politie also to state the prebexts
by which the expediency of that wasintance might Leat
appear to bo entablished,  Adding th_n_ls for the present,
however; the Vizir had laid aside this design, the Presi-
dent subjoined the following deolmmon.: ‘“ 1 was pleased
that he urged the scheme of this expedition no further,
as it would have led our troops to a distance.”! Yo!; we
have it from his pen; that he ©encouraged” the Vizir to

the enterprize, as what promised to be of the greatest

to the Company-
M‘i’;ﬁ‘g "ietter of the President despatched fromy Henares

irectors, annwuncing the result of his arrange-
zegft: 3;11 the‘s’Vjclr, all intelligence of the project for

s opsio the Rohillasis suppressed.
ox%;x:;nﬁ]t;nrgomﬁl of M. Hastings to Caloutts, he effectod

an objoot, of which, from the important cohsequonces
¢ 1 Fifth Report, ut supra, App. No, 19,

the assistance of the English should not be want-

k
ompany ; and desired for that reason to sus- BO

; s his attack upon tho Rohilles. It was agreed, how- cirac.1.
between him and the President, that whenever the ———

1778.
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‘account. The correspondence with the country powers

— had frequently been carried on through the military offi-

1778,

cers upon the spots The power thus conveyed to the
military, Mr. Hastings had represented as inconyenient,
if not dangerous ; and one object of his policy had been
4o render the head of the civil government the exclusiye
organ of communication with foreign powers. He now
stated to the Council the concurrence in opinion of the
Vizir and himself, that an agent, permanently residing
with the Vizir for the communication and adjustment of
many affairs to which the intercourse of letters could nob
conyeniently apply, would be attended with important
_advantages : and he urged the propriety of granting to
himself the sole nomination of such an agent, the sole
power of removing him, and the power of receiving and
answering his letters, without communication either to
to the Committee or Council. To all these conditions the
Council gave their assent ; and Mr. Nathaniel Middleton,
with an extra salary, was sent as private agent to abbend
the residence of the Vizir, and to communicate secretly
with Mr, Hastings.!

The Vizir, in the meantime, had made himself master af
geveral places in the Dooab. He advanced towards Delhi
with a show of great friendship to the Emperor ; assisted
him with money; sent a force to assisb his army in
wresting Agra from 'the Jaats ; and, having thus lsid &
foundation for confidence, began to intrigue for his sane=
tion to the intended attack upon Rohilound.. A treaby
was negotiated, and at last solemnly concluded and signed,
by which it was agreed that the [Emperor should assist
with his forces in the reduction of the Rohillas, and dn
return should receive a share of the plunder, and one-half
of the econquered couniry.? v

On the 16th of November, about two months after their
interview, the Vizir wrote to the President, demanding the
promised assistance of the English for the destiuction of
{he Rohillas. Mr. Hastings appears to have been thrown

xl Hastings’ Report, Ayp. No. 19, ut supra ; Letter of 17th June, 1774, App.

0. 25,

¥ Prancklin's Shal Aulum, p.bd, TLetter of Col. Champion ;. Eifth m
ut wuprs, App. No.48; and the treaty itself, App, Ko, 27, Scott's A -
zelig's Suceossors, p. 208, -
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5 gomo embarrassment.

fidence of the call corresponaec
terms on which he had given his colleagues to understand

that the communication on this subject rested between
him and the Vizir. His abilities in making out a case,
though singularly great, were unable to produce unani-
mity : and it was not till after a long debate, that a deci-
favour of the expedition was obtained. The
assistance was promised on the very terms concerted and
settled between him and the Vizir ; and yet this President
had the art to persuade his colleagues, and joined with
+hem in a declaration to their common masters, that these
torms were so favourable to the English, and so burden-
some to the Vizir, as to render his acceptance of them
improbable, and therefore to leave but little chance of
their involving the English Government in a measure
which the principal conductors of that government were
desirous to avoid.!

In the month of January, 1774, the second of the three
brigades into which the Company’s army in Bengal was
divided, received orders to join the Vizir; and Colonel
Champion, now Commander-in-Chief, proceeded about the
middle of February to assume the command. On the 24th
of February the brigade arrived within the territory of the
Vizir ; and, on the 17th of April, the united forces entered
the Rohilla dominions. On the 19th, Colonel Champion
wrote to the Presidency, that the Rohilla leader, “ had by

letter exprossed carnest inclinations to come to an aceom-
izir ; but that the Nabob claimed no

modation with the Vi b
Jess than fwo erores of rupees.” After this extravagaut
demand, the Rohillas posted themselves on the side of

3 N with a resolution of standing their ground to
1‘1:}‘: ﬁs:e?iliza;emity. And early on the morning of the 23rd,
the English advanced to the attack., © Hafes,” says the:
English (leneral, with a gonerous esteem, “and his army,
consisting of aboub 40,060 men, sh'owed' great bravery and
resolutio;, annoying us with their artillery and rockets,
They made repeated sttempts to chargs, but our guns,
being so much better served than theirs, kept so constant

they could not advance ; and where

sion in

i that
and galling o fire, th the greatest slaughter. They gave

they were closest, wWas
1 Fifth Report, nt supra,

VOL, I,

App. Nos.'22, 23, 24, 25,
DD

9

The suddenness and con- BOOK V.
ded but indifferently with the cmar. s

1774,
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- proof of a good share of military knowledge, by showing
omar. L. inclinations to force both cur flanks at the same time, and
endeavouring to call off our attentions by a brisk fire on
our centre. It is impossible to describe a more obstinate
firmness of resolution than the enemy displayed. Nume-
rous were their gallant men who advanced, and often
pitched their colours between both armies, in order to
encourage their men to follow them ; and it was not till
they saw our whole army advancing briskly to charge
them, after a severe cannonade of two hours and twenty
minutes, and a smart fire of musketry for some minutes
on both flanks, that they fairly turned their backs. Of the
enemy above 2000 fell in the field, and amongst thera many
Sirdars. But what renders the victory most decisive i8
the death of Hafez Ruhmet, who was killed whilst bravely
rallying his people to battle. One of his sons was also
killed, one taken prisoner, and a third reburned from flight
to-day, and is in the hands of Suja-ad-dowia”

In passing to another character, the General changes his
strain.*,“T wish,” says he, “I could pay the Vizir any corn-
pliment on this occasion, or that I were not under the
indispensable necessity of expressing my highest indig-
nation at his shameful pusillanimity ; indispensably, I say,
because it is necessary that administration should clearly
know how little to be depended on is this their ally. The
night before the battle, I applied to him for some par-
ticular pieces of cannon, which I thought might prove of
great service in the action ; but he declined giving the use
of them. He promised solemnly to support me with all his
force, and partionlarly engaged to be near at hand with a
large body of cavalry, to be used as I should direct. But,
instead of being nigh me, he remained beyond the Gurrah,
on the ground which T had left in the morning, surrcunded
by his cavalry and a large train of artillery, and did nob
move thence till the news of the enemy’s defeat reached
Lim,” Then, however, his troops began to be active, and
effectually plundered thie camp; “while the Company’s
troops, in regular order in their ranks, most justly” (says
their commander) “ observed, We have the honrour of the
duy, and these banditti the profit”*

U Latter of Col. Champion, to the Hon, Warren Hastings, &c., 24th Aprily
17745 Fifth Report, ut supra, App. No. 26,
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TREATY VIOLATED.

reality, terminated the war. Though
h his treasures and the remains of the
is flight toward the mountains, the

. without opposition, lay at the merey of the
%ﬁlf. c::czlltzver, probably, were the rights of conquest
. :an.vagely abused. Not only was the ferocity of Indian
depredation leb loose upon the wretched mhub1tapts, but as
his intention, according to what he had previously and
repeatedly declared to the English Government, was to
extorminate the Rohillas, every one who hove the name of
Rohilla was either butchered, or found his safety in flight
and in exile.‘

1 “The inhumanity and dishonour,” says Col. Champion, in his letter of
Junie 12, 1774, © with which the late proprietors of this country and thelr
families haye been used, is Known all over these parts; a relation of them
would swell this letter to an immense size. I could not help compasstonating
such unparalleled misery ; and my requests to the Vizir to show lenity, were
frequent, but as fruitless as even those adyices which I almost hourly gave
him, regarding the dostruction of the villages, with respect to which I am
now constrained to declare, that though he always promised as faicly as I
could wish, yet he did not observe on¢ of his promises, nor ¢ease to oyer-
spread the country with flames, till three days after the fate of Hafaz Rhamet
was decided.”—In ancther letter he says, ‘ Above a lack of people have I%u--
serted their abodes fn consequénce of the defeat of Hafer.” Ibld. App.No,
27, In another, **The whole ariny were witnesses of scenes that cannot be
deseribed.” That the President was perfectly sware of the designs of the
Vizir, before liis engagement to assist il them, sufficiently appears from Mz
own letter to that eﬂst, dated the 22nd of April, 1773. 1 have received,
aays he, * your E: y's letter, g, ... ... that if, should tle
T2ohiilas be guilty of a breach of their agreement [vie., abont the forty lacs],
wo will Mvmught{ extorminate them, and sotile your Escellency in the
country ; yon will in that case pay tle Company fifty lacs of n?au, and ex-
empt“;zum from the King's tribute.” TbMd. App. No.21. Tu the Nabol's owii
lafer to the Progident, of thie 18ty November, 1773, he m,"-ma:u
interview at Denures, it was ai that 1 should pay, &e.......and that [
s 43 e o e A, v M AP S

inate the Rokillas out o) 3 8 3 3 v
eﬁ'::t'lqr’l‘;:-:a:“w admits the atrocll{es In pact, and fhen de{e‘:‘ Mﬂaﬂ_ln L3 e?nu
rious maaner; thiat is 0 say, not only by the ple of g e

bitt by the exsmple of British Durbarity. on the Subjects of the Vieir.
.g.enem). uit g; Te o trath,” gays e, “that hy the Vizir] bégan by ssuding
s o U, PP " e St g

i he 2 V.
impolitic. B“tm,'.-";;fl.l ‘.',:Tlmum Sieey 1o add by our own § in n MBACS
all natlons of the BAt: ‘in vindicatlon of the charge againse
: Viziv hae b Hight to quote .

l(l?‘“;“',‘,ru s detaoliment employed i the Wa in ¥hich %8 Were enmgnm& i

), - vage country.” 0
Hiim In the year 1764, mi:n“"}::xﬂco?hmmod tho. datachineit, which saya,
latter from Major Chnu;p e v sent into the envimy's country, the ono of
«To sopiurate parties a!}‘ Sor"and (acconling to the directions given me)
whtich was as high up 88 PSS B0 e vilfages.  Had mot (he ratas, &,
there are destroyed UpWAIBR o' " considerably more damage.”  Minute
prévented, we shoull lud oih Ja., 177, in the Fifth Report; Ut su
of the §rovgn“rl-‘q"“,m‘wm ¢ extermination,’ *extirpstion,’ al: “?& b

, No. 40.—Aal, re put for &0
alfhoagh found in the correspondance, &3«33:- )&o posed, was, Hhiat of the
omneouv.il_l um:s‘:r;:«;hilla chiefs. Tt was not 8 war against th:u ;:,Nv‘:. m
Ppower of one or Wi ed their possessions by
agalnst o few military adventurers, who had gain

: action, in
Fyzoolla Khan, wit
army, had made good I

49
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—
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Shortly after this decisive affair, the army marched to

crap. v, the city of Bissouly, which was near the centre of the

1774,

Rohilla country, with the intention of passing in quarters
the season of the rains. At this place had arrived before
them Nujuf Khan, with the army of the Emperor. In
obedience to the treaty between the Emperor and Vizir,
they had marched from Delhi to assist in the reduction of
the Rohillas ; but, before they reached the scene of action,
the rapidity and vigour of the English had terminated the
war. Nujuf Khan demanded partition of the country, and
of the plunder, according to the conditions on which the
countenance and co-operation of the Emperor had been
procured. The Vizir did not dispute the treaty, a copy of
which the Emperor had sent to Colonel Champion ; he
alleged, however, that the counterpart, which was in his
own possession, expressed a condition that his Majesty
should take the field in person; and that the breach of
that article annulled the contract. “But when the coun-
terpart,” says Colonel Champion, “which he put into the
hands of my interpreter, came to be examined, it appeared
there was no such stipulation, nor did it ever exist even
verbally’* The decision of the English Government is
the next incident in the scene. Instructing on this subject
the commander of their troops, when he had as yet sent
them only a surmise, and the treaty had not been produced,

e

sword, who were constantly at war with their neighbours and with each other,

and whose forcible suppression was the legitimate object of the King of Delhi,
or thie Nawab of Oude. So far was the contest from being national, that the
mass of the popnlstion of Rohilcund consisted of Hindus, hostile both in
religion and policy to thelr Afghan rules, to whom the name Rohillas is some=
what incorrectly conflned. Eyen amongst the Afghans, however, there was
ut a partial combination, and several of the Sirdars joined the Vizir. One
of the many pamphlets put forth by the virulent enemies of Hastings (Origin
and authentic narrative of the present Mahratta and late Rohilla War. Lond.
1781,) nnblushingly affirms that 500,000 families of hushandmen &nd artists
had been driven scross the Jummna, and that the Rohiila provinces were a
barren and uninhabited waste. An equally fajse representation is cited from
thie Parlismentary Register, 1781, by Hamilton, according to whom, the num-
Bers expelled were about 17,000 o 18,000 men with thelr tamilics, noue belng
included in the svirit of the treaty, excepting such as were actualiy found in
arms. The Hindu inhabitants, consisting :! about 700,000, Were 10 otlierwiss
affected by it than ing e of ors, to which they had been

1 t il x?tstory of the Robilla Afghans, 268,

These all pr d from 1 bostility to tings, and had
< dation in genui 1t jdent that the son of Hafiz, al-
though the most grievous cousequence of hostilities was his father's death,
enturtaing 1o suspicion that there was anything atrocious in the transsetion,
and, he exp no i t Is the chief actors in the
revolution.—W.

.

3 App. No. 45, sups
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gagoments (Hhey say) with the Vizir ato to aid him BOOK V. ‘
in the conquest of the Bol'zilln. c.ountry ; and if he isopposed ocmaP. VL ‘
by Nujuf Khan, or the King himself, you are to pay no re-
gard to cither. We cannot (they add) entertain so bad 1774 ‘
an opinion of the Vizir as to suppose him capable of acting
‘ in avowed breach of a treaty ; but if any plea of that kind

should be made for contesting our right to occupy any part

of the Rohilla country yet unconquered, it will be proper

to put to him the question, whether such treaty does exist

ornot? If heshould acknowledge such a treaty, you must ‘

andoubtedly abstain from further, hostilities in abetment |

of his breach of faith.” Yet, after they were fully satisfied

of the existence of such a treaty; and not only of the capa~ ‘

bility, but the resolution of the Vizir to act in avowed ‘

breach of it, they laid their commands upon the English |
general, to abet and support him, because “it is our inten-

1 tion” (say they) ¢ to persevere in pursuit of the object which
originally engaged us in the present enterprise,and toadhere

') strictly to our engagements with the Vizir, without sutfer-

ing our attention to be diverted by foreign incidents or ]
occurrences,”* that is, by solemn treaties, or the breach of
them.

From Fyzoolla Khan an early application arrived, offering |
t0 come to the camp upon the faith of the English, and to !
hold the district which had belonged to his family as a
dependant or renter of the Vizir. His offers, variously mo- ‘
dified, were frequently repeated, with great earnestness.

But the Vizir persisted in his declaration, that he would |
allow no Rohilla chief to remain on the further side of the
(langes ; and only offered him one of the distriets in the ]
Dooab which had been recently conquered from the Mah- '
vattas, Fyzoolla Khan, with justice, observed, fchnt this
the Mahrattas would take from him the first time they
to the country.
re?::ic}-ds the end of July, the united foroes of the |
Tnolish and Vizir marched towards Fyzoolls Khan, \;yho |
oeuaupied a strong post on the skirts of the mountains, ]
neas Pattir Gur. At the beginning of September they ‘
came near the enemy, and, as the Vizir began to exhibit a
strong desive of an accommodation ' with the Rohillas,
an active intercourse of letters and messengers ensued.

¥ Lotter of 93rd May; and 14th July, App, ut suprs, No. 37,
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¢. Whether his mind was operated upon by the approaching

arrival of the new councillors at Calcutta, or the dread

- which he pretended of assistance to Fyzoolla Khan from

the Mahrattas and Afghans, he now made offer of terms to
which a little before he would not so much us listen, He
proposed to make Fyzoolla collector of the revenues, or
Zemindar, of the whole territory of Rohilcund, allowing six
lacks of rupees per annum for his own expenses. But this
offer, and eyen that of a jaghire of ten lacks of rupees, in
the Rohilound country, were rejected. The Rohillas were
£0 advantageously posted, with works thrown up in their
front, that it was necessary to advance by regular ap-
proaches, and the army were so discontented, on account
of hardship, arrears of pay, and ill-usage, either real or

~ supposed, that the general was doubtful of their steadiness

and order. After several days, in which the approaches
were carried on, and the scouting parties of both armies
were frequently engaged, it was at last agreed, that Fyzoolla
Khan should receive a jaghire of fourteen lacks and seventy-
five thousand rupees in the Rohileund territory, and
should surrender one-half of all his effects to the Vizir,
Thus terminated the first Rohilla war.!

Before closing the account of the events to which the
visit of Mr. Hastings to Benares gave hirth, it is necessany
to mention its effects with regard to the deserted Emperor.
‘Upon receiving from him the grant of the dewannee, orthe
receipt and management of the revenues of Bengal, Bahar,
and Orissa, it was agreed that, as the royal shave of those
revenues, twenty-six lacks of rupees should be annually
paid to him by the Company. His having accepted of the
assistance of the Mahrattas, to place him on the throne of
his ancestors, was now made use of as a reason for telling
him, that the tribute of these provinces should be paid fo
him no more. Of the honour or the disevedit, however, of
this transaction, the principal share belongs not to the
Governor, but to the Directors themselves ; who, in their
letter to Bengal of the 11th of November, 1768, had said,
“If the Emperor flings himself into the hands of the Mah-

V8o the corvespondance, Fiith chort. ut supra, App. No. 27, gnd Col.
Ohampion’s long deftnsive Tetter, Ibid. App. No. 45. See also No. 38 of the
: Treaties, in the Colloction of Treaties, h;{r""llh thie native princes,

printed in 1812. Ruvepore, und some dependent distriety, forged the térritory
bestowed wpdn Fyzoolls Khan.
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FINANCIAL RESULTS. %b
any other power, we are disengaged from him BOOK V.

" ‘may open & fair opportunity of withholding the cmar. .
bwenty-six lacks we now pay him.”! Upon the whole, ———
indeed, of the measure dealt out to this unhappy sovereign, 1774
depriving him of the territories of Corah and Allahabad,
depriving him of the tribute which was due to him from
those provinces of hig which they possessed, the Directors
bestowed ungualified approbation. And though they con-
demned the use which had been made of their troops in
subduing the tountry of the Rohillas; they declare frankly,
% We, upon the maturest deliberation, confirm the treaty
of Benares.”*

The circumstance upon which, in summing up the ac-
count of his administration to his honourable masters,
Hastings advanced the strongest claim to applause, was
the alleviation of the pecuniary difficulties of the Indian
government, and the improvement of the revenues. In
the letters from the Bengal administration to the Court of
Directors, under date 22nd August, and 17th Qctober,
1774, after presenting the most flattering picture of the
financial situation to which the government was happily
exalted, they advance a confident prediction, that in the
course of the ensuing season, the whole of the bond debt
would be discharged.* . And in that representation of the
state of Bengnl, which was published by Mr. Hastings in
1786, he declares, “ When I took charge of the government
of Bengal in April 1772, 1 found it loaded with a debt at
interest of nearly the same amount as the present; and
in less than two years I saw that debt completely dis-
charged, and a sum in ready cash of the same amount ae-
tually accwnulated in store in the public treasuries.”+
This boasting exhibits some remarkable features, when the
facts are sufficiently ascerteined. No improyvement had
been made in the productive powers of the country, which
is the only permanent and satisfactory source of an im-
proved revenue. The gross revenues of the yesr ending
gl 1778, 410,6394 owcnand apesss M8 iR have-
nues of that endingih April 1774 were only 2,76,10,556,
Hardly hed any improvement been made in the net

, App. No. 12,
3 5’«‘3’3&"3‘2‘?:3&2?‘.2%5’5, 8rd Mareh, 1773, Toid. App. No. 46.

3T, suprd, p. 37, and App. No. 45, e
& ggu?oll{rip:(:ltn't{l:o top tho state of Indla, by Warren Hastings, Beq,, p. 21
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7. véoeipt. That for the year ending in April 17k I

9,16,88,538 rupees, equal to 2,373,650L ; that for the year
ending 1774, was 2,20,56,919 rupees, or 2,481,4042.  In the
next great department of financial administration, the ex-
pense of the civil and military services, instead of any
retrenchment there had been an increase. In the year
ending in 1772, the civil service is stated at 154,6207., the
marine at 52,161, the military at 1,164,348., and the
total expense, exclusive of buildings and fortifications, at
1,371,129/ 1In the year ending in 1774, the civil service
is stated at 159,5377., the marine at 53,7007, the military
at 1,304,8837, and the total at 1,518,12042 In the year
1772, the proportion of the military expense, defrayed by
the Nabob of Oude, was 20,7667¢ In the year 1774, the
proportion defrayed by him was 131,430Z5 In the follow-
ing year, that ending in April 1775, there was a slight im-
provement in the collections, which may in part be
aseribed to the measures of the preceding administration ;
and there was a total cessation of war which produced g
reduction of the military expenditure, remarkable only for
its minuteness, The gross collections amounted to
2,87,20,760 rupees, the net receipt to 2,51,02090, or
2,823,964/, ; the civil service to 231,722/, the marine to
36,5102, and the military to 1,080,304Z ; total, 1,349,836
and the proportion this year borne by the Nabob of Oude
was 240,75005 It thus abundantly appears, that nothing
80 iraportant as to deserve the name of improvement had
arisen in the financial adminigtration of the Company. A
pecuniary relief hadindeed been procured, but from sources
of a temporary and very doubtful description ; partly from
tho produce of the bills drawn in such profusion upon the
Company, by the predecessor of Hastings ; partly from the
reduction of the allowance to the Nabob of Bengal, from
thirty-two to sixteen lacks ; but chiefly from the plunder
of the unhappy Emperor of the Moguls, whose tribute of
twenty-six lacks per annum for the dewanuee of Bengal
was withheld, and whose two provinces, Corah and Allah-
abad were sold for fifty lacks to the Vizir; from the sale
of the Robillag, the extirpation of whom was purchased at

1 Fifth Report, ut supra, p. 7 and 35. 2 Tbid.p. 8
* Ibid. p. 38. j f 4 Ibid. p.5.
104, p, 85, 1bld. p. 41,
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Ethe same eagerly coveted lacks ; and from the pay BOOK V.
and maintenance of a third part of the troops, which were cmar.1z.
employed in the wars and dominions of the Vizir. With —————
regard even to the payment of the debt, an inspection of 1774
the accounts exhibits other results than those presented by

the declarations of the President.

i i Debts at Other debts.
1:1‘ Aem]l?s "‘-}:;’;’fﬁr’n’if . interest. i

1772 ... CRG509041 ... 10784520 .. 5248480,
1774 21,62,994 ... 1,17,71,486 ... 95,41,795.

1775 ... 1,23,95,698 ... 900,68,584 ... 87,05,871.t
Upon this statement, if we compare the year in which Mr.
Hastings began his administration, with that in which it
ended, we see a prodigious deterioration. If we compare
it even with that which follows, the total amount of debt
in 1772 was 1,60,30,000 rupees ; in 1775 it was 1,77,68,584,
which is an increase of 17,41,455. The only improvement
appears in the balance of cash, which in 1775 exceeded
the balance in 1772 by 5886,557 rupees. Deducting
from this a sum equal to the increase of debt, there
remaing 41,45,102 rupees, by which alone the state of
the exchequer, after all the calamity which had been pro-
duced to supply it, was better in 1775 than it had been
in' 1772,

CHAPTER II

Commencement of the New Government—Supreme Council
divided into two Parties, of which that of the Governor-
General in the Minority—Presidency of Bombay espouse
the Cause of Ragoba, an ejected Peshwa —Supreme council
condemn this Poliey, and make Peace with his Opponents
—Situation of the Powers in the Upper Cmfn&ry, Nabob
of Oude, Emperor, and Nujuf Khan—Peouniary Corrup-
tion, in which Governgy-General seemed to be implicated,
in the cases of the Raneeor Burdwan, Phousddr of ”a‘f")"
loy, and Munny Begun—Governor-General vesists Tnguiry
— Nuncomar the great Aocuser—He is prosecuied by the

U Fifth Report, nt supra, p.8;85, 42,
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Governor-General— Accused of Forgery, found guiliy, and
cosv.ar,  hanged—Mohammed Rewa Khan, and the ofice of Naib
Subal restored.

1774,

THE operation of the new constitution framed by the
Parliament of England, was ordained to commence in
India after the 1st of August, 1774. The new councillors,
however, General Clavering, Mr. Monson, and Mr. Francis,
who, along with Mr. Hastings and Mr. Barwell, were elected
to compose the board of administration, did not arrive ab
Calcutta until the 19th of October. On the following day
the existing government was dissolved by proclamation,
: and the new council took possession of its powers. On
the proposal of the Governor-general, who stated the
necessity of a few days, to prepare for the council a view
of the existing state of affairs, and to enable Mr. Barwell,
who was then absent, to arrive ; the meeting of the Board
was suspended until the 25th. On the very day on which
its deliberations began, some of the discord made its ap-
pearance, which so long and so deeply embarrassed and
disgraced the government of India. The party who had
arrived from England, and the party in India, with whom
they were conjoined, met not, it should seem, with minds
‘ in the happiest frame for conjunct operations. Mr. Has-
tings, upon the first appearance of his eolleagues, behavéd,
or was suspected of behaving, coldly. And with jealous
* feelings this coldness was construed into studied and
humiliating neglect. In the representation which the
Governor-general presented of the political state of the
country, the war against the Rohillas necessarily sttracted
the principal attention of the new councillors ; aud, un-
happily for the Governor-general, presented 500 Many ap-
pearances of & doubtful complexion not to exeite the desire
of elucidation in the minds of the most candid jndges,
An obvious objection was, its direct opposition to the fre-
quent and urgent commands of the Court of Directors, not
to engage in offensive wars of any deseription; and to con-
fine the line of defensive operations to the territorial limits
of themselves and allies, The reasons; t00,upon which the
war was grounded ; a dispute about the payment of an in-
considerable sum of money, and the benefit of conquest, to
which that dispute afforded the only pretext ; might well

R
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STATE OF THE COUNCIL.

Gl €uspicious foundation. - When the new govern- BOOK V.
nient hegan the exercise of its authority, the intelligence emap.1n
had not arrived of the treaty with Fyzoolla Khan ; and an ———=
existing war appeared to demand its earliest determina- 1774
tions. To throw light upon the field of deliberation, the
new Councillors required thet the correspondence should
be laid before them, which had passed between the Go-
vernor-general (such is the title by which the President
was now distinguished), and the two functionaries, the
commander of the troops, and the agent residing with the
Vizir. And when they were informed that a part indeed
of this eorrespondence should be submitted to their in-
spection, but that a part of it would also be withheld, their
surprise and dissatisfaction were loudly testified, their in-
dignation and suspicions but little concealed.

As reasons for suppressing a part of the letters, M.
Hastings alleged, that they did not relate to public busi-
ness, that they were private confidential communications,
and net fit to become public.

Tt is plain that this declaration could satisfy none bub
meén who had the most unbounded confidence in the pro-
bity and wisdom of My. Hastings ; and as the new Coun-
cillors neither had that confidence, nor had been in eir-
cumstances in which thoy could possibly have acquired it
on atisfactory grounds, they were not only justified in
demanding, but their duty ealled upon them to demand &
full disclosure. The pretension erected by Mr Hastings,
if extended into o general rule, would destroy one great
souroe of tho evidence by which the guilt of public men
can be proved: and it was caleulated to rouse & suspicion
of his improbity in any breast not fortified against it .by
the strongest evidence of his habitual virtue.! Nothing
could be more unfortunate for Mr. Hastings then his war

Dircato t only d the of the corresy !
lﬂ’ﬂm & ro en’;d“%rgeré for its disclisure, which were neyer ohoyed ; but
- lw:ul thlz very principle of & private agent. ** Tho conduct of out Tate
m’»‘ﬁ sy tlioy, “in empowAting the President to prepare histrustiona for
o intn 85 aaent & tdgourt. of Ruli-aldswia, witbioro ordering them
to T @ Lmimd to the nm for their inapection and approbution, was very
m i And it i3 our express divection, that mo sweh Mmdependent or

pmwn‘t:r;mmw,— %o over delegated, to any Governor, ar Membec of Conneil,
:rto any other R:mn whutsoever ; but thist ul) instructions to public agents
e laid Lfou Cownell, and signed by o atity of the Mombors, before

carried Into exacution.” TLefter 10 gal, lath Decewmber, 1775,
Epﬂ Wb supra, Appendix, No. 46.



HISTORY OF BRITISH INDIA. : L

against the Rohillas, and the suppression of his ‘corre-
cuar. 1. spondence with Mr. Middleton. The first branded his
———— administration with a mark, which its many virtues were

17T neyer able to obliterate, of cruel and unprincipled aggres-
sion ; and the second stained him with a natural suspicion
of personal impurity. Both together gave his rivals those
advantages over him which rendered his subsequent admi-
nistration a source of contention and misery, and involved
him in s0 great a storm of difficulties and dangers at its
close.

Of the Council, now composed of five Members, the three
who had recently come from England joined together in
opposing the Governor-General, who was supported by
Mr. Barwell alone. This party constituted, therefore, a
majority of the Council, and the powers of governmient

passed in consequence into their hands. The precipitation
of their measures ealled for, and justified, the animadyer-
sions of their opponents. Having protested againgt the
suppression of any part of Middleton's corr

‘ espondence,
they were not contented with commanding that, as at

least a temporary expedient, his letters should be wholly
addressed to themselves: they voted his immediate recall s
though Hastings declared that such a measure would dan-
gerously proclaim to the natives the distractions of the
government, and confound the imagination of the Vizir,
who had no conception of power except in the head of the
government, and who would consider the annihilation of
that power as a revolution in the state. The governing
party, notwithstanding their persuasion of the injustice
and cruelty of the Rohilla war, and notwithstanding their
ignorance whether or not it was brought to a close, directed
the Commander-in-Chief, in the first place, innmediately
upon receipt of their letter, to demand payment from the
Vigir of the forty lacks of rupees promised for the oxtir-
pation of the Rohillas and of all other sums which wight

10n the supposition of the injustice of the Rolllla war, these forty lacks
oughit to havo been paid, not to ll{u Company, but to the suflurors; St)a-ad-
dowln onght to bave boen compalled to reatore the nnhappy Nﬁlrmu 10 their
homes, and o muke compensation. But nelther e party, who now pog-
domsud a1l Uin powery of government, though they reprabated the Rahilis war.
noe the Court af Diroetors, tiongh they solpmnly gondenstiod 1, over Wi
a wish for the restoration of tho expateisted and plundeved Jtahillas foy
Bardhlig of eompensation for thelir Juss, or alloviation to thelr mi rm, il
ol af thalr owp revenwes, or (hioss of w‘m Vielee The ery abiout Jubtios, thers.
v, was & ahenp virtue to thew ; and they wore 50 much the less exousabli



bility was apparent, he might accept not less than twenty cuar. .

lacks, in partial ent, and securities for the remainder,
in E:’elvel.,:lonthg.ayrznd they directed him in the second
place, to conduct the troops within fourteen days out of
the Rohilla country, into the ancient territory of Oude;
and in case the Vizir should refuse compliance with the
prescribed demands, to withdraw the troops entirely from
his service, and retire within the limits of the Company’s
dominions. Before the despatch of these instructions,
intelligence arrived of the treaty with Fyzoolla Khan ; of
the payment of fifteen lacks by the Vizir, from the share
of Fyzoolla Khan's effects ; of his return to his capital, for
the declared purpose of expediting payment to the Com-
pany of the sums which he owed ; and of the intention of
the English army to march back to Ramgaut, a Rohilla
town near the borders of Oude. In consideration of these
events the Governor-General proposed to suspend the
peremptory demands of money, and the order for the re-
call of the troops ; and to proceed with more leisure and
forbearance. But every motion from that quarterin favour
of the Vizir was exposed to the suspicion of corrupt and
interested motives ; and the proposal was rejected. The
directions to the Commander were no further modified,
than by desiring him to wait upon the Vizir at his capital,
and te count the fourteen days from the date of his inter-
view. The Governor-General condemned the precipitation
of the pecuniary demand as harsh, impolitic, and contrary
to those rules of delicacy, which were proacn}xed by the
divectors for their transactions with the native princes,
and which prudence and right feeling prescribed in all
transactions ; and he arraigned the sudden recall of the
troops as & breach of treaby, a vx.olatxon of the Company's
faith, tantamount to a declaration that all engagements
with, the Vizir were annulled, and affording to him @
motive and pretence for eluding payment of the dobts,
which if his alliangs with the Company continued, it
would be hia interest to discharge, Both parties wrote

R 7 tors in thescene deniod ita in-
thian (e Viele and My, Histin .N‘Inl 1}‘:09:3 M'm‘ Tosghossdyily ot R
Justioe, and :"u" nmmmn&( tﬁt Directurs, a & fionls $n08 conseicuy,

1774



he strongest representations of their separate viows of

cHAr. 1L these circumstances to the Directors ; and the observa-

1774,

tions of one party called forth replies from the other,
to a mischievous consumption of the time and attentios,
both in England and in India, of those on whose undi:
vided exertions the right conducting of the government
deperided!

Shortly after his return from the expedition against the
Rohillas, Suja-ad-dowla, the Vizir, whose health was already
broken, began to show symptoms of a rapid decay, and ex-
pired in the beginning of 1775, when his only legitimate
son, who assumed the title of Asoff-ul-dowla, succeeded
without opposition to the Subahdaree of Oude. My, Mid-
dleton had" already returned, and Mr. Bristow was now
sent to supply his place at the residence of tho new
Nabob. The majority in Council resolved to obtain from
the son; with all possible despateh, the sunis of money
due by the father, but to consider all engagements by
which they were bound to tho late Nabeb as dissolved
his death; and to make any assistance, which they miglht
hereafter afford his successor, the result of new purchases
and payments. A treaty was at last arranged on the 21st
of Muy, by which it was agreed, that the Company should
guarantee to Asofful-dowls, the provinces of Qorah and
Allahabad, which had been sold to his father; but that
the Nabob in return should cede to the C‘ompany the ter-
ritory of the Raja Cheyte Sing, Zewindar of Benares,
yielding a revenue of 22,10,000 rupees ; that he shonld
raiso the allowance for the service of the Compsany's bri-
gade to 2,60,000 rupees per month ; and should pay, asg
they foll due, the pecuniary balances upon the ongage-
ments of the late Vizir. Mr. Hastings vefused his sane-
tion to the imposition of these terms, as inconsistent with
any equitable eonstruction of the treaty with the late
Vizir, oxtorted from the mere necessitios of the young
Nabob, and beyond his power to fulfil, Tho conduct of
the Directors was peoulinr: In their letter of the 15th
December, 1775, remarking, upon the resolution of the

Nou, 44, 45, and 46 ;
o ST B M R e
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ouncil to disregard the treaties concluded with the late BOOK V.
Nabob' of Oude, they say, “ Although the death of Suja-ad- CHARIL
dowla may render it necessary to make new arrangements
with his successor, we cannot agree with our Council, that
our treaties with the State of Oude expired with the death
of that Nabob” When they were mado acquainted how-
ever with the new grant of revenue, and the new allowance
on account of the troops, they say, in their letter of the
54th of December, 1776, “It is with singular satisfaction
we obserye at any time the attention paid by our servants
40 the great interests of their employers; and it is with
particular pleasure we here signify our entire approbation
of the late treaty concluded with Asoff-ul-dowla, suc-
cessor of Suja-ad-dowla, by which such terms are pro-
ocured as seem to promise ussolid and permanent advan-
tages.”?

The new Board of Administration had early announced
to the distant Presidencies, that it had assumed the reins
of government, and was vested with controlling power
over all the British authorities in India. It had also ve-
quired from eéach of the Presidencies & ropresentation
of its politieal, financial, and commercial situation; and
found a scene opened at Bombay, which it requires a notice
of some preceding circumstances rightly to unfold.

The Mahratta sovereigns, or Rajas, were assisted, acoord-
ing to the Hindu institution, by a council of eight Bral-
mens, who shared among them the prineipal offices of the
states The official name of the chief of this council was
Peshwa, upon whom the most] important parts of the
business of government dovolved. According as the plea-
sures, the indolence, or the ineapacity of the sovereign
withdrew him from the management of affpirs, the import-
ance of this principal servant was increased ; and @ pro-
portionable share of the dignity and power of Silonatre:
reign passed into his hands. Ina rude siate of sociaty, it
appears not to be diffioult for the influence and dignity of
{he servant to outgrew that of the master, who becomes
too wealk to resume the power which he has imprudently \

1774,

1 Fifth Ropart, with Appondix, Nos. 44 and 45,

2 ‘These mimn::‘:pp;’ nlot in a)l iostances Brahmans, AUT Were tholr
offices part of the Hindu system; they were instituted vy Sivajoe. See Daffs
nnhrlm 235.—W.
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¢ devolved. The minister leaves his office and ascendancy
to his son ; the son makes it hereditary ; and the sove-
reign, divested of all but the name of king, sinks into an
empty pageant. Such was the course of events in the
case of the mayor of the palace in France, in that of the
Clu-vua in Tunquin,! and such it was, besides other cases,
in that of the Peshwa, among the Mahrattas. In the reign
of the Raja Sahoo, who was but third in succession from
Sivajee, Viswanath Balajee had raised himself from a low
situation in life to the rank of Peshwa. Sahoo was a
prince devoted to ease and to pleasure ; andthe supreme
powers were wielded, with little check or limitation, by
Viswanath Balajee. He assumed the name of Rao Pundif,
that is, chief of the Pundits, or learned Brahmens, and
made the Raja invest him with a sirpal, or robe of office,
a ceremony which ever since has marked the succession of
the Peshwas, and appeared to confer the title. Viswanath
was able to leave his office and power to his son Bajerao
who still further diminished the power of the sovereign ;
and finally allowed him not so much as liberty. The Raja
was confined to Satarah, a species of state prisoner ; whils
the Peshwa established his own residence at Poona, which
henceforth became the seat of government. The brother
of Bajerno, Jumngjee Anna, though g Brahmen, led the
forces of the state ; he attacked the Portugnese settlements
in the neighbourhood of Bombay ; and added Salsette and
Bassein to the conquests of the Mahrattas, The family of
the Peshwa prided themselves in these acquisitions ;

affected to consider them as their own, rather than the

property of the state ; and showed a violent attachment

to them, as often as, either by force or negotiation, the

alienation of them was attempted. The vicinity of these

territories to the British settlements at Bombay, brought

the interests of the Company in contact with those of the

Mahrattas ; and the terms of a commercial and mari.t,ima

intercourse were somewhat inaceurately framed. Bg)orao

left a son, named Bao, who was slain in the battle of Paniput ;

and Jumnajee Anna, his brother, left two sons, Nanah,

! See the Ex‘poné Statistiqne da Tunkin, publislied In London, in 1811, from
the papers of M. de la I iibre, & French fontry, who had spent twenty-
#x yenrs in the coantry.

2Tlie Sirpa Is an honorary dress, not partionlarly a robe of ufflce.~W.
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concluded a treaty. The Mahrattas agreed to exclude the
Duteh from all intercourse with their dominions, and to
give up Fort Vittoria, Hematgur, and Bancote; in ex-
change for Gheriah, which the English had taken from
Angria the pirate. In 1761, Bajee Rao, or Nanah, died,
of grief, it is said, for the death of Bao, and left two sons,
the eldest Madhoo Rao, the other Narrain Rao, hoth
minors. The hereditary suceession of the Peshwas had
now so firm an establishment that the title of Madhoo
was not disputed ; and the burden of government, during
the minority of his nephew, devolved upon Ragonaut Rao
more commonly known by the name of Ragoba.! )

1t had fared with the Mahratta government, as it com-
monly faves with extended dominion under the rude policy
of the East: The government of the provinces was con-
fided to the chief military leaders, and the wmore distdub
and powerful of them, as the vigour of the central govern-
ment relaxed, acquired independence: Of these inde-
pendencies, the most important by far was that of the
Bhonslas, which, together with Cuttuck, a part of Orissa,
ingluded the whole of the vast province, or region of

! This sliort acconat in the text Pash
of Tris Mndmw. 15 & geries o:’lm:l'{;.m"l‘ e'::n:fm':.’;n of :!'l.!.:fl
power by the Peshwa did not take phaco till the death of Shao Rijs, and was
not the work of Viswanath, Me was not sncetededd, us a maiter of colrse, by
Nis son, Ballrmo, whoe was not appointed Veshws until seven months after
his faier's death, and Lis son; a second Bajirso, Ly whots the asce
was pbtained, suceeeded to the office of Peshwa only after some opposition.
Hi aggrandizement was materially owing to Shao’s having fallen fnto o o
of mental imbecllity some time bifore his deuth, and to his baving left no
succossor. Raja Kam, who was placed upon the throne, and was a grandson
of Sivall, had teen kept concealod throughomt Shao's relgn, and some doubis
of Nis right to the succeasion wer eptertiined. The Peslowa's agency in his
aceesdion necessarily zave additional puwer to the minister, With rospect to
the descendants of the frat Bajirao the whole is erroncous,

Bajirao left no son pamod Bao, nor were the gons of is brother, whese
Proper name is Ohimnajl Appa, umn_e-l Bajirnn and Ragonath, They were in
Saot not Clinmagl's sons, but Bajloas's; the secand Bajirao Leing distingnishod
from liis fathor by the term Bal The torin Bao, or mare cerrectly Iihao,
18 110 Mg, bt s cpithet meal liternlly * brothier.” bt applieable to any
near relative; and it was the fsllise appellation of Semhahul Chioai, the
som of Chimuafi Appa, as the cousin of ths Peahwa finlii Majirno, The Uihao
conimanaed st the fatal battle of Panipit, sod Balyfi Bajiro died of grie,
0t merely for his consin’s death, bt the dlagrace and danger Ja which tie
Mahraten state was planged. It s true, thnt on all polutd cennected with
Mahratta Wistary, we now have in Captaln Dufl’s excollent work a better
guite than was i the author's rencli whet he wrote, but tie faterlals 1o
whiteh lie had necess, were capable of furplahiling Ll with a mere accurate
Kknow! botls of persons and yyents—W.

VoL, 11 E E

3 o Bajee Rao, and Ragonaut Rao, with the former BOOK V.
of whom, as Peshwa, the Presidency of Bombay, in 1756, cmar.1.

1775,
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erar. The next in point of magnitude, of the separate

1r. Mahratte, kingdoms, was the province of Guzerat, which

had been wrested from the Mogul empire by Pillajee
Guicawar, or the herdsman, and its government rendered
hereditary in his family. Besides these ‘independent.
princes, two chiefs, Holkar and Sindia, possessed extensive
dominions in the province of Malwa, and in the regions
bordering on the territories of the Raja of Berar and the °
Nahob-vizir. And there were inferior adventurers, who in
other parts had acquired a sort of independence, among
whom the most remarkable was Morari Rao,! who had
acted a considerable part in the long struggle between
the French and English in the Carnatic, and possessed the
fort of Gooti with a considerable district on the frontier
of the Nizam. All these powers acknowledged a nominal
dependence upon the government founded by Sivaji ; and
a sort of national feeling was apt to unite them against a
foreign enemy. But their connexion was voluntary, and
they serupled not to draw their swords against one ’a.no—
ther, and even against the Peshwa, upon any provocation
or prospect that would have engaged them in hostilities
with a different foe,

The Brahmen council of eight, known also by the name:
of Mutseddies, or ministers, had been reduced to a low
station in the government, during the vigour of the pre-
ceding Peshwas. The weak and divided councils of &
minority and regency offered a tempting opportunity to
endeayour the recovery of the influence which they had
lost. By intriguing with Gopicaboy, the mother of Mad-
hao, they succeeded in creating jealousies between the
nephew and the undle; and in the end the uncle was
stripped of his power. The Mutseddies and Gopicaboy
aseribed to Ragonant Rao a design to elevate himself to
the office of Peshwa, and treacherously to deprive his
nephews of their dignity or their lives. The Regent de-
scribed his opponents as an ambitious confederacy, leagued
with a dissolute intriguing woman for the purpose of
grasping the powers of the state. The scoount of the
transaction which the ministers themselves drew up for

! Mo was of & family highly distinguished In Mahratte history, and wags
h g patl ory(.‘ i B -ln%hlcf. tut relinguished his claim for &
territorial grant from the Raja,—W,
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: glish government ! is marked with strong impro- BOOK V.

babilities, Hitherto, moreover, the members of the Peshwa ocmar. it

family, instead of supplanting, had acted with the greatest
harnll%n;??n supportilzxg, their head. And if Ragonaut Rao
had aimed at the supremacy, of which no other token ap-
pears than the accusation of his enemies, p:l.ldenee would
have taught him, either to usurp fshe aubhor:nty from the
beginning ; or to leave but little time for his nephew to
gather strength. After the fall of Ragoba, the power of
Mutseddies, during the nonage of Madhoo, was without
control ; and they employed it, after the manner of Hindus,
for the acquisition of enormous riches. As the years
however, of the Peshwa increased, he displayed some vigour
of mind, and began to restrict the power of this cabal ; but
died at an early age in 17722 At his death he bore a tes-
timony to the fidelity of Ragoba, or his distrust of the
ministerial confederacy, by releasing that velation from
confinement ; giving him the guardianship of Narrain
Roa ; and vesting him with the regency during the nonage
of that prince. A short time clapsed before the intrigues
of the Mutseddies with Gopicaboy, and the influsuce of
Gopicaboy with her son, stripped Ragoba a second time of
his power and his liberty. Dissensions, however, arose
among the Mutseddics themselves. Sicenram Baboo, who
had been raised by Ragoba from a menial service in his
household, to thé office of Dewan, or financial minister of
the state, had taken the lead in all the preceding intrigues
:%\c: :L'&“,ffﬂ mlzrm:w nf::x;huc:a:';mmm\_ns. than that which
has misled the text into an imparfect and incorrect relstion of them. From
Daff's Maliratta History. and Col, Brigis' Secret Correspondence of the Court
of the Pesttwa, from 176} to 1772, (7. R. As. Soclety, vol, ii. p. 109), consist-
Ing chiefly of Madhn Rao's letters, we leurq o appreciate the charagter of
Mudha Rao, as an inteliigent and amiable prince, who considerably outilved
the period of his* nonajes,” dying at the age of twenty-eight, and distingnish-~
ing bimself by great ubilities, bath in the cabinet and the fleld. His unale,

I restless ambitions prince, perpetually endeavouring fo usurp
{::;g Dsl::;;r:ﬁn:y. and occasionally effecting ‘1!8 pirpose, by hLis nephew's

i cpose the stats to danger from without, by futestine dissen-
ulm::: . 'Fl‘;:s ‘{Kﬁﬁ?& finally mah\lshnﬂm suthority, and compelled hiy uncle
i ¢ nevelr fatled to weat him with ¢ 1 anil, 43 5

to submit, bu . ;

St .onciled to him at his desth. ‘The elgbt * Brabhmans’ to
riors i tho ﬁvrl?dul?:;rd is ascribed, limd very little to do with it, for Madhu
l‘t'm? I:cnd his whole eonfidence in Nana Furnaveos, and the *eight’ minis-
ters rthe wore not all Braimans) of the 6ld Mahratta constitution ad censed
W exist v The usarpation of the Raju’s authority had superseded that of the
clait Birdhaws  Matir, Hist, it 2305 and again, * thase minlstars (seven of
whils are nained) were distinet from the hans of Sivajl and Shao.”

1o, 208, —W,
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l against his former master, and had acted as chief of the

ministerial combination.! Another of the ministers, how-
ever, Nanah Furnavese, now attained the foremost place
in the favour of Gopicaboy and her son ; and the principal
share of the power appeared ready to fall from the hands
of Sicearam Baboo. In these cireumstances a conspivacy
was formed against the life of the young Peshwa, who i3

said to have vendered himself odious by his follies and
oruelty. The commander of the gnards was gained ; who
forced his way into the palace with a body of men, and
cut down the prinee in the apartment of Ragoba, to whomn
he had fled for protection, It was believed in Poons,
at the tuwe, according to the report of Mr. Mostyn,
the English resident, who was upon thespot ; thata party
of the ministers were engaged in this transaction; and
that Siccaram Baboo was at their head. It is to them
that Ragoba himself aseribed both the conception and exe-
cution of the plot. But when the party of Siccaram
Baboo regained the ascondancy, and chased Ragobu  from
the throne, they accused him of having alone been the
author of his nephew’s murder, and repelled or shifted the
aceusation from themselves.?

Upon the-death of Narrain Rao, Ragoba was immediately
acknowledged Peshwa ; veceived the sirpah, or robe of of-
fice, from the pageant Raja; and was complimented by the
ministers of foreign states, among others by the English
resident, in the same form as was usually observed on the

! Sukaram Bapoo who bad been nominated Ly Madhu Rao, as his brother's
printe ministor, was of » respectable Mal and wag chosen es-
poeialiy, because he was more tavourably disposed towards Ragonath than the
other minlsters, having acted under him, nut in a menial capacity, but as his
Karkoon aed Dewnn, confidential manager of his affairs, and commwander of
his forces.  Duf, ii, 243,

¥ From the informution collectod Ly Capt, Duil, there is iittle donbt that
Navatn [ao was wardered in conseqnencd of a plot wiileh "M vl{h
Ragonatly, 10 oo lenan himaolf Yeom dotantion, and make his nuphew captive o
hinstesd.  Suels e states was the mod and 1 oplaton fhe

ahrnttas, That Ui peujoct entud fatally for Naratin iao, 15 aitvibuied to the
rtoeforonce of 8 person not nuwed n the txt, but who was jword implivatod
§i tho dussenslons between the unele wnd Hip nephows, than an, othor parson ;
this wan Anundse Dye, this wifa of Ragonnth, who had o violant yeraonal
antmusity towards Gopika tiye, the mother of Madln Rao wnd Nurain Itao,

fuxaid 10 havo sliered tho paper seut by lhﬁ‘mum {0 the loadets b the
disturbance, authorisig thom to soben Nuratn 1o, mts an oedar for kil
T (f Noewln 1tan's olimescter, Capte Dl uls?ltu. I was nurdered in
it 3w 10 o of 8 by Wb 1110 fomlings anid

180 yoar of linage, Mg full
ll{; :‘!lﬂ." l:ﬂlhlnﬂl thent doto erimes,  He was alfoutionate w.
i -

s dosestlon, mid Al but his enemies loved him.



2 AGOBA APPLIES FOR ASSISTANCE.
< fa Peshwa. From the beginning of his admi- BOOK V.

nistration, the new Peshwa acted with a visible distrust of cmap.1L
the Mutseddies. He forbore appointing Siccaram Baboo =
to the office of Dewan, and performed the duties of it him- 1778,
self  This conduct ensured him the hntf'ed of .t.he minf-
sters. An ariny seemed the best security against their
abition and malice ; and under the pretest of avenging
{the oneroachments which the Subahdar of the Deccan, the
Nizam, aceording to the English phrase, had made upon
the Muhratta territories during the confusions of the go-
vernmont, he levied an army against that neighbouring
prince. A union however was formed between the two
hostile parties of the Mutseddies; his principal officers
were debauched from their allegiance ; and through their
treachery, he sustained, in an engagement with the Sab-
ahdar, a total defeat! To supply his pecuniary necessities,
which were extremely urgent, he marched towards the
south, to exact o long arrear of Chout from Hyder, and
from the Nabob of Arcot. With Hyder he had compro-
mized his elaim, by accepting twenty-five lacs of rupees,
and ceding to him in return the three provinces of Mud-
gewarry, Hanscootah, and Chuunderdroog. But he was re-
called from prosecuting his design against Mohammed Ali,
by intelligence, that the ministerinl confedoracy had raised
an army; that they were joined by the forces of the
Subahdar ; that they had proclaimed the widow of Narrain
Roa to be with child ; and under pretence of securing her
offspring, had carried hier to the fort of Poorunder. Ragoba
met, and, by a well-concerted stratagem, gainod a decisive
victory over his foes. But after he was within a fow mileg
of Poona, he was struck with a panic, upon intelligence,
that the two chiefs, Holkar and Sindia, were gained by the
ministorial party ; and quitting his army in secret with a
anall body of mon, ha fled to Guserat, where Govind Rao
Guicawar engaged to sapport him, His army dispersoed ;
Holkar and Sindia, whether proviously engaged, or now lod
to the doteumination, joined the Bralmen ocabal; the
widow &f Narrain Rao was aid Lo have heen dolivered of

|

‘ i . fr thert was 1o astlon « flwre was a very quict, and

‘ |lbfvme ;’: > :' :? v::ry '!I;nproﬂdcn'. veconcitistion with the Nisam, Y
mﬁ 1ss pointed out the souree of this error in & dispateh from the Briv

‘ Reaidant, founded on falve information, Do, Il 250 —W.

.
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‘Wson ; and the confederacy agreed to support the préten-
sions of the infant.
= The fact of the birth was immediately disputed ; and it
1775.  is evident that the affivmation of the ministers ought t0
have been for ever disregarded ; because, whether or not 8
child was born of the widow, and whether a male or female,
their conduct and pretences would have still been the
same. By withdrawing the pretended mother from the
perception or disinterested witnesses; and by shutting up
with her, as was generally affirmed and believed, a number
of pregnant women in the same fort, they rendered it im=
possible that evidence of the reality of the pretended birth
could ever be obtained ; and for that reason it ought never
to have been believed.!
At the time when Ragoba fled to Guzerat, the country
was distracted by the rival pretentions of the two brothers
Futty Sing Guicawar, and Govind Rao CGuicawar. In the
time of the Peshwa, Mudhoo Rao, Futty Sing, liy means it
was said of bribes, to the ministerial junto, obtained,
through the authority of the Peshwa, succession to the
Musnud of Guzerat, in prejudice of his elder brother

> »v.‘vf‘
CHAP, 11,

1 This is & very extraordinary argument: it {s admitted that the birth of a
child was probable, and yet it is ssserted, that the fact ought never to have
Teen believed, because it was fmpossible to prove its occnrrence by otual
testimony. Even if this were true, it would not be a reasonuble ground of
digbelief; but it was not true, for there was abnndant evidence; and although
an interest in making out a case may be a réason fur receiving such testimony
with caution, it is not a valid plea for its uter rejeetion. Such fastidiousnoss
would render almost evety doulitful matter incapable of proof. The present
case, however, is wholly mis-stated. There was not only evidence, buv un-
impeachable evidence, T¥rom information furnished by General Briggs, 1t
appears that Ragoba had two Vakeels ar Purandhur immedintely after the
young Peshwa's birth, and his own daughyer, lurga Bye, the wife of Pan-
durang ltaji Bhsttikar, was in the yoom at the moment of the infant's birth,
She and hey husband, with several other persons, had been brought to Pu-
randlinr, and were detained there by Nana Furnavese, that there might
1o dopbt aboit the bivth, Capt.Duff remarks, that the anly clreumstance
which shed any suspleion upon the event, was, the assembluge of soveral
pregnant wanen in the fortress, with the intention, as it was somutimes re-
soried, that if Gunga Bye should be delivered of a girl, a mule clitld mlth:
{»c substituted for it.  An cqually plansible report, liowaver, states, that these
women were ssemblod that a wit-nurse might be selected frani amaenz them,
Whatever wos the cause of this arrangement, General ll:;tg:! affinns, that
neither Ragonath nor his pariy ever disputed the authentieity of the young
Peshwa's birth ; and Capt. Duff wigo states, that po. daubt prevails amorgst
e Mahrattas that the nfant was the ehild of Narain lao. The 1m“lhﬂ'} is
also eonfirmed, It s siid, by his striking Tesomblance to his cousin, the Ex.
Perhwa Bajl Rio. The doulits regarding his birth orlginated with the imper-
feot information and ereaulity of the English unthoritles at Bombuy, and are
reaillly adopted in the text, apparenily for no ather reason, than the mistaken
notien thut the minlsters wore Brahmans.—W.



OBA APPLIES FOR ASSISTANCE.

L,

o0} When the office of Peshwa, however, de- BOOK V.

volved upon Ragoba, he acknowledged the title of Govind cuap. 5.

Rao. Govind Rao proceeded to levy war upon his brother;
had gained over him various successes in the field ; and
was actually. besieging him in his cnpxtm} city of Broderah,
when Ragoba came to claim his protection.*

It so happened that a similar contention at the same
anoment divided the kingdom of Berar, and ranged one of
the rivals on the side of Ragoba, the other on that of his
adversarvies. Jannajee, the late Raja, died without issue.
He had two brothers, Shabajee the elder, Moodajee the
younger. Jaunajee, before his demise adopted the son of
Moodajee, then a minor, and named him his successor.
Shabajee and Moodajee disputed to whom the guardianship
of the minor, and the regency of the kingdom, should
belong, Shabajee claimed as the elder brother ; Moodajee,
as the parent of the Raja. And to determine their pre-
tentions they involved the country in a violent and de-
structive war.?

In looking therefore to the neighbouring powers, there
was none from which Ragoba could expect so much sup-
port as from the English at Bombay. To them, accord-
ingly, he offered terms of alliance. And thero existed eir-
cumstances, in the state of that Presidency, which induced
the members of the government to lend a favourahle ear
to his proposals. ' Salsette and Bassein, with their depen-
dencies, had been strongly coveted for some years. In
the letter to the President and Council of Bombay, dated
the 18th of March, 1768, the Directors said;, “ We recom-
mend to you, in the strongest manner to use your endea-
wours, upon every occasion that may offer, to obtain these
places, which we should esteem a valuable acquisition.
Weo cannot directly point out the mode of doing it but
rather wish they could be obtained by purchase than war.”*
In the following year they expressed high approbation of

1 The elrcnmstances of the dispule are very differently toll by Duff, ii,
281 —W.

i docn s adduced in the Fifth Report, ut suprs, adil the anso-
dn:er?-ﬂun‘:cu by tﬁ:‘i‘:x who had sccess to the cunvursation of the best nfarmed
af his countrymen, Mr. James Forbes, in Uis Orfenatal Mumoles, the Hiteenth

diapters.
m;l :‘w :-:an m‘rl'::-x; :{Emm)n. Sabajos was killed in actlon early in 1775,
Mabr. Hist. 1. 310.—W.
S Vifeh Report, Appendix, Ne. 47,

1775,
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K-V an attempt to obtain them by negotiation; and add,
cuap. 1. “Salsette and Bassein, with their dependencies,and the
———— Mahrattas’ proportion of the Surat provinces, were all that

1775. e seck for on that side of India. These are the objects
you are to have in view, in all your treaties, negotiations,
and military operations,—and that you must be ever
watchful to obtain.”! In more earnest prosecution of the
same design, Mr. Mostyn arvived from England, in 1772,
with instructions from the CUourt of Directors, that he
should be sent immediately to negotiate with Madhoo Rao,
the Peshwa, for certain advantages to the settlernents on
the coast of Malabar, and above all for the cession of the
island and peninsula of Salsette and Bassein, which added
80 much to the security and value of Bombay. The resul®
of this negotistion tended only to show that, pacifically
at least, the coveted spots were very unlikely to he ob-
tained,

In the mean time the Presidency had engaged them-
selves in a dispute with the Nabob of Baroach, upen whom
they advanced a demand for the phoorza, a species of
tribute, formerly yielded by Baroach to the government of
Surat ;2 and for indemnification of an overcharge in the
customs, which for the six preceding years had been levied
on the merchants trading under the Company’s protection.
The. more effectually to enforee the demand, a body of
troops was sent to invade the Nabob’s territory ; but after
proceeding so far as to attack his capital, they were obliged
to abandon the enterprise, and return to Survat, This ex-
pedition the Divectors condemned in the severest terms ;
as involving the Presidency in expense, when it was under
the greatest pecuniary difficulties ; as unskilfully con-
ducted ; as disgracing the Company's arms ;and, even if
successful, promising no proportional advantage. The su-

+ preme authority, weakened by its distance, prevented not
the subordinate from raising a new expedition out of the
first. The Nabob of Baroach, despairing of his power to
resigt the arms of the Company, repaired to Bombay, and
represented his inability to comply with their heavy de-
mand, amounting to thirty-threo lacks of rupecs. Among

1 Fifth Report, P'.‘uu. Extraat of a geworal lotter, dated 315t Marcl, 1769,

% Syrat wis stlll governed nominally by @ Mogil Nabob, who was, however,
oW, n & great mealare, dependent upon the Campany.
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Siious expedients to which he had recourse for con- BOOK V.

ciliating the favour of the Bombay administration, and ob- curar.1L

taining a mitigation of their claims, he recommended with
great assiduity the conquest of Guzerat ; which he repre-
sented as easy, and promised to assist them with all his
resources. The presidency lent him a very favourable car.
After great discussion, an arrangement was concluded at
the end of November, 1771. A species of military alliance ;
a sum of four lacks of rupees to be paid by instalments ;
the privilege of levying all duties on those who traded
under the protection of the Company in the territory of
Baroach ; the ercction of an English factory ; and exclusion
of all other Europeans excepting the Dutch, who had a
previous establishment ; were the advantages which the
treaty promised to the English. Before the lapse of a year
the Presidency began to accuse the Nabob of an intention
to Gl\ldf.} his agreement. After the question was left nn-
({etermlnecl in the Committee, it was decided in the Coun-
cil, with the censure of the Court of Directors on the
former expedition lying before them, to send an armament
to chastise the Nabob, and wipe off the former disgrace of
their arms, Now indeed the enterprise succeeded; the
Nabob was ruined ; and the Presidency settled the division
of the revenues with Futty Sing on the same terms on
which they had formerly been shared between the govern-
ment of Guzerat and the Nabob.
The assassination of Narvain Ruo, and the suceession of
ba, announcing a wesk and distracted governmont,
appeared to the Council to present a favourable oppor-
tunity for accomplishing an object which their honourable
masters had so much at heart, the possession of Salsette
and Bassein. In their select consultations, on the 17th of
September, 1773, they agreed to instruct Mr. Mostyn, their
vesident at Poonah; to improve diligently every circumn-
stance favourable to the accomplishment of that event ;
and on no account whittever to leave the Mahratta capital
Baroach, and severdl of the recont acquisitions, as Fort
Vittoria, and Rajapore, were offered in exchange. But in
Yheir letber to the Directors, of the 13th of January, 1774,
the CGouncil declare the disappointment of all their endea-~
vours ; and their opinion that no inducements would pre-
vail ypon tho Mahrattes willingly to part with those fa-

‘

D.
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yarite possessions, so justly the object of the Comp

esire. They next represent the violent distractions of
the Mahratta government ; and the opinion, which they
had received from Mr. Mostyn, that Ragoba would be
either assassinated, or deposed. With this event, say they,
“our treaties with the present government may be deemed
at an end” The violent competitions for the throne, and
consequent weakness of the state, might afford them, re-
leased as they would be from all engagements, an opportu-
nity of acquiring those important possessions by what
appeared to be the only means of acquiring them, force of
arms ; and they signify to the Gourt of Directors their de-
termination not to let the occasion be lost, provided their
pecuniary situation would permit, and the circumstances
of Ragoba, which some recent intelligence represented a8

not yet desperate, should be found to be such as the Resi-
dent desoribed.

After the despatch of this letter, Ragoba had returned
upon his enemies ; gained the victory, already mentioned,!
over their forces in the field ; fied from his army to Gluze-
rat ; and opened a negotiation with the Presidency; when
towards the end of November, 1774, intelligence was re«
ceived at Bombay, from the Company’s resident at Goa,
that great preparations were making by the Portuguese
for the recovery of their lost possessions ; and, in partiou-
lar, of Salsette and Bassein. The accomplishment of this
project appeared to the Presidency not only to cut off all
chance of making this favourite acquisition for the Com*
pany, but to give to the Portuguese the command of the
passes into the interior country, and the power of haruss-
ing, by what imposts and restrictions they pleased, the
trade of the English. They came, therefore, to the resolu-
tion proventing, at all events, the fall of BSalsefte and
Bassein into the hands of the Portuguese; and, for that
purpose, regarded no expedient so good as of taking pos-
session themselves. [t was agreed to signify to Ragoba,
with whom Uhey wore treating, that it was a mcasire
purely of precaution, and in o respect intonded to’ inter-
fore with Lis rights. To avoid an immediate rupture with
the Mutseddics, the Residont was instructed to make to
them o similar declaretion ; and to renounce all intention

¥ Vide supra, p. 004.

1775,




GOBA SUPPORTED BY AN ENGLISH ARMY. I427

oliling Salsette and Bassein in opposition to the will BOOK V.
¢ existing government at Poona. On the 12th of cmar.m.

Dﬂccmber a considerable force set out from Bombay ; it "

carried by assault the principal fort in Salsette on the 1775.

28th ; and, without further opposition, took possession of

the island.!

The negotiation was not interrupted with Ragoba.
The Presidency regarded him as the rightful Peshwa.
They expected, and with good reason, that their assistance
would place him, without much difficulty, on his throne ;
and though he adhered with obstinacy to the possession
of Salsette and Bassein, he offered territorial dominion
and revenue to a large amount in the neighbourhood of
Surat. Amid these proceedings, arrived, on the 7th of
Deoembt:)r, the letter from the Supreme Council in Bengal,
announcing the accession of the new government, and
requring an account of the state of the Presidency of
Bombay. It was answered on the 31lst, when accounts
' were rendered of the acquisition of Salsette and Bassein,
, Of the negotiation with Ragoba, the intention of the Pre-
; sident and Council to grant him their assistance, and the
i reasous which guided them in these acts and determina-~
tions. In the interval betweenthe adjustment and execu-
tion of the treaty with the R:fobn,. he was brought to an
action by the army of the Ministers; deserted in the
battle by a body of Arabs, on whom he depended, and
obliged to fly from the field with a small Lody of horse.
This disaster the majority of the Bombay Council deemed
it an easy matter to retrieve ; as Ragoba still had powerful
adherents; as the Ministers were neither united nor
strong ; and the union of the English troops with his
army would render him more than a match for his appe-
nents. They resolved, therefore, “ not to give up the great
advantages which they were to reap by the treaty, when
&0 fair an opportunity eocurred.” Ragoba made his way to
Surat, and a treaty waé concluded on the 6th of March,
1775, by which he now yielded up Salsette and Bassein,
with the Mahrattn share of the revenues of Barcach and
other plages in the district of Surat, to the amount, upon
the whole, of a revenue of twenby-two and a lulf lacks of
rupoes. His army, with that of Govind Rao, made good
V Pifth Roport, ut sa;ra; p. 09,
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K, ¥ Aheir retreat to the fort of Copperwange, about fifty coss
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cizrrn  from Cambay, and were joined by the English, under the

1775.

command of Colonel Keating, on the 19th of April. The
detachment consisted of eighty European artillery, and
160 artillery Lascars, 500 European infantry, and 1400
Sepoys, with a field-train of twelve pieces, besides two
mortars and several howitzers. The whole amounted to
about 25,000 men in arms.!

The army of the Mutseddies had been deserted by
Sindia, with 12,000 of the best horse; Shabbajee Bonsla,
who favoured their cause in Berar, had been cut off by his
brother, who befriended Ragoba ; the fidelity of Holkar
was held in doubt; and the Nizam, though he received
their concessions, and promised assistance, always evaded
performance ; but they were still superior in numbers to
Ragoba and his allies.

As soon after conjunction as possible, the English com-

mander proposed to advance towards the enemy, who
were encamped on the banks of the Sabermatty. A’ftu- a
few indecisive rencounters, finding they could not bring
the ‘enemy to a general action, the English, in concert
with their allies, resolved to march toward the south, and,
penetrating to the Deccan, arrive at Poona before the set-
ting in of the rains. The enemy, as soon as they disco-
vered their intention, laid waste the country in front, and
destroyed the wells. At last, on the 18th of May, having
reached the plain of Arras, on which they had given
Ragoba his recent defeat, they advanced, and commenced
a cannonade upon the rear of the English and their ally.
The enemy were received with great gallantry; but an
officer of Ragoba, having treacherously introduced as par-
tisans & body of hostile cavalry,® between the advanced
party of the British army and the line, some confusion
ensued, and the first company of Eurepean grenadiers, by
a migtake of the officer commanding them, began to re-
treat, and weore followed in a panic by the rest of the
party. (Considerable execution was then performed by the
enemy's horse; but so destructive & fire of grape and

! Farbes, Oriental Memoirs, ii. 32,

L-Some eonfasion Is sald to have arizen from the lrrogular interposition of
Ragoa's horse, but it s not alcrnml to treacliery by Col. Keating himiself,
Hiist. of Mahrattas, {i, 200, —W,
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16]] immediately poured upon them from the British BOOK V.
, as compelled them to seek their safety by quitting cmar.it

the field. The loss of Europeans, seven ofiieers and eighty ——

men, mostly grenadiers, beside 200 Sepoys, rendered this 1775

an expensive victory; while the want of horse, and the

backwardness occasioned or excused by the waut of pay of

the: troops of Ragobn, made it impossible, by an active

pursuit, to derive from it the advantages it might other-

wise have given. The rear of the enemy was attacked in

crossing the Nerbuddah, on the 11th of June, where they

lost many lives, and were obliged to sink a part of their

guns,  After this rencounter, they hasted out of the pro-

vince of Guzerat. And as Ragoba’s troops refused to cross

the Nerbuddah till they obtained satisfaetion in regard. to

thgir long arrears, it was vesolved, as the season of the

rains was at hand, to suspend the progress of the expedi-

tion. Dhuboy, a fortified city, about fifty miles from

Baroach, convenient for receiving reinforcements and sup-

plies, was selected for quartering the English ; while

Ragoba encamped with his army at Bellapoor, a pass on

the river Dahder, at ten miles distaniee. The favourable

complexion of Rageba’s affairs produced, among other

consequences; the alliance of Futty Sing. His overtures

were made through the English ; and, Govind Rao being

previously satisfied by the promises of Ragoba, the terms

of a treaty wero agreed upon in the menth of July. To

the English he consented to confirin all the grants within

the Guicawar dominions, which had been yielded by Ra-

goba ; and to make further concessions in perpetuity to

the annual amount of about one million seventy-eight

thousand rupees! To Ragoba he engaged himself for the

usual tribute and aid to the Poona durbar ; and, what was

of unspeakable importance on the preseut emergency, for

the sum of twenty-six lacks of rupees, to be paid in sixty

duys. The English gnd Ragoba had thus a prospect of

marching to Poona in the next campaign, with a great

augmentation of resources, and a friendly countvy iv. the

rear?

1 THere aggeration : the cesaltnu to the Company wore the
Gm:war's ‘:h:r!n?ﬁ:ﬁwhum oanm:\h. and three villages estimated at
— Mah. fi, 308. W.
2.!’3'1?20 ;’:m wﬁr ‘\Y(I‘: private secratary to the vonunaniling officer of
flig Britleh dul;u:hmem. glvea us, thongh less of thy campaign than of othor
olbjects, our best pacticulars, in the chaplers xvi. W xw of ks Orlental
Lmoirs.
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¥, We have seen that the Presidency of Bombay informed
omar. 1. the Directors by letter, on the 12th of January,

1774, that

the Mahratta government was in a peculiar crisis, 814 ﬂ;:g
such an opportunity now occurred of acquiring Salsef
and Bassein, as they had very little intention of ltting
escape. The Directors, as if anxious to allow time for the
conquest, replied not till the 12th of April, 1775, When
their answer could not be received at Bombay in muc
less than two years from the time when the measure Wo2
announced as on the verge of execution, Nearly six months
after the place was reduced by their arms, and governé
by their authority, thoy sat down to say, ¢It is with much
concern we learn from your records, that we are not likely
to obtain Salsette from the Mahrattas by negotiations.
We, however, disapprove your resolution to take posses-
sion of the island by force, in case of the death or deposi-
tion of Ragobn ; and hereby poritively prohibit you from
attempting that measure, under any cireumstances wihat-
ever, without our permission first obtained for that pur-
ose.””!

o The letter containing the account of the capture of
Salsette, and the negotiation with Ragoba, written by the
Bombay Presidency to the Supreme Council, on the 31st
of December, was not received at Caleutta till the begin-
ning of March. Before that time, however; intelligence
from various quarters had reached them of the fate of
Salsette ; and they had written letters to Bombay,
reprehending the Council, in severe terms, for delay-
ing to send more complete information. Vested with
a control over the other presidencies, not well defined, and,
by consequence, ill-understood, the Supreme Council were
jeslous of every appearance of an attempt to originate
important measures independently of their authority.
This jealousy, and e desire to carry their own importance
high, distinguished the party in the new Council, which
now, by force of numbers, engrossed the powers of the
government. They looked, therefore, with a very evil eye
upon the audacity which, in a subordinate Presidency, so
uear the timme when the Supreme Council were to assume
the reins of government, ventured upon so great a mea-

! Fifih Ropond, Agp. No. 54, They, notwithstanding, falled not to approve
of the acq fou wheti made. See p.f487, below.
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orized by their sanction, or deterred by their prohibi-
tion. The letter from Bombay was answered on the 8th
of March, with a dry remark, that all observations on the
capture of Salsette were rendered useless by the tardiness
of the information. The Council, however, declared their
express disapprobation of the connexion with Ragoba ;
and two days after the treaty with that chieftain was
signed, commanded that all negotiation with him should
be suspended till further instructions were received. On
the 31st of May, arrived from the President and Council
of Bombay a letter dated the 31st of March, with informa-
tion of the conclusion of the treaty with Ragoba, and the
departure of the troops for his support. On this occasion,
the Governor-General took the lead in the condemnation
of the President and Council of Bombay ; denouncing their
procedfu'e as “unseasonable, imipolitic, unjust, and un-
authorized ;* and he proposed, that they should be pe-
remptorily enjoined to cancel the treaty, and to withdraw
the troops immediately from assisting Ragoba, except in
the three following cases:— 1. That they should have
obtained any deecisive advantages over the enemy ; 2. That
they should be in such a situation as might render it
dangerous to retreat ; 3. That a negotiation should havo
taken place between Ragoba and his opponents.” The
Governor-Genoeral afterwards professed that he had gone
_beyond his real sentiments in these terms of condemna-
tion, in hopes to moderate by that means the violence of
the opposite party. In this expectation, if ever formed,
he found himself deceived. The majority passed two re-
solutions, which form as singular a combination as the
history of practical politics presents. They voted the
condemnation of the treaty with Ragoba, and thp imt_nc-
diate recall of the treops, subject to no consideration
whatever but that of their safety. And they }'ﬂte'l that a
negotiation should be immediately opened with the Mut-
seddies, to arrange o treaty of peace, and obtain confirma-
tion of Salsette and Bassein. Thoy condemned the Pre-
sident aud Council of Bombay, for taking part in the
quarrels of the Mahrattas, and for declaring for one party
in opposition to another. They themselves performed
what they themselves condemued, and were most effeotu-

I

.1e conquest of Salsette, without waiting to be BOOK V.
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<@}y and irresistibly declaring in favour of the wmin:

against Ragoba. Other negotiators proceed t0 dxsousﬁm::
with as fair & colour on their pretensions as they can,m‘
as much power in their hands as they are able t0 l.‘eh s
not that honourable men will aim at advantages which ar

unreasonable and unjust; but that they may he gecul:e
from the necessity of submitting to any thing whichl i8
unreasonable and unjust.  The English rulers began W?th
declaring themselves to be in the wrong, and stripping
their hands of power ; as preliminaries to a negotiation
with a people uniformly insolent and rapacious in propor-
tion to their strength ; who never heard the proposal of &
congcession but as an avowal of weakness ; and could nobt
conceive that any government ever yielded any thing
which it was able to retain. Of all the courses which it
was in the power of the Supreme Council to pursue, they
made choice of that which was decidedly the worst. By
fulfilling the treaty with Ragoba, they would have easily
established his authority, and obtained the important con-
cessions to which he had agreed. If they resolved, as they
did, to countenance the ministers; they might, at any rate,
have made their terms before they exalted their preten-
sions by the annihilation of the power which would have
made them compliant. And if they had inclined to act
the part of really useful and pacific neighbours, they might
haye arbitrated between the parties with decisive and
happy effect.

The Supreme Council resolved to treat with the minis-
ters at Poona by an agent of their own, without the inter-
vention of the Presidency of Bombay, in whose depart-
meut the Mahratta country was situated, and who were
best acquainted with the character and ciroumstances of
the peaple! Colonel Upton, who was- selected for the
service, departed on the 17th of July, with letters to
Siccaram Pabeo, as head of the ministerial party ; and
with instructions to insigt upon Salsette and Dussein, as
indispensable conditions in the agreement which was pro-
posed. Ik is worthy of remark, that he was furnished also
with a letter to Ragoba, which was to he presented to that

1 The lgmorance ri ting the Mahrattas, of the Supreme Councilyat this

tme, oven n(‘rn Hastings, not to dpeak of Me. Francls and his party, 15 very
Congpicaone I8 the Alftntes of sheir Consultationg,
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to a negotiation.

A letter from the Governor and Council of Bombay,
dated the 22nd of August, reached the Supreme Council
in the beginning of October. These rulers complained
severely of the disgrace which was thrown upon their
Presidency, by compelling them to violate a solemn treaty,
and depriving them of the power of negotiating with the
neighbouring states. Such a loss of dignity in a great
branch of the government could not fail, they =aid, to
affect injuriously the interests of the Company. They
denied that they had been guilty of any wilful disrespect
to the Supreme Council. The nature of the circumstances
1-9qu:ired that they should act without delay ; the posses-
sion of Salsette and Bassein, required that they should
declare in favour of one of the Mahratta parties; and
many considerations induced them to give the proference
to Ragoba. They pointed out the unhappy effects, even
upon the negotiation with the ministers, which would
result from the recall of the troops; and the ruin of Re-
goba ; and stated that they had deputed to Calcutis a
member of their Board, upon whose representations they
still hoped, that their treaty would be executed, and that
the great advantages of the connexion with Ragoba would
not be thrown away. Their deputy displayed both zeal
and ability, in hig endeavours to make an impression upon
the Council. But the majority adhered to their firat de-
terminations. Colonel Upton was, however, instructed to
make some stipulations in favour of Ragoba: and the
Presidency st Bombay was authorized to afford a sanc-
tuary, in case of personal danger, to himself, his family
and attendants. That Prasidency was also directed, not-
withstanding the breach of the treaty with Regobs, to
retain possession of the districts which had been yielded
by Futty Sing, till the conclusion of a definitive treaty
of peace. : i & sk

The Council had for some time been waiting with im-
patience for the account of the arrival of their negotiator
ab Poonn. In the beginning of January, 1776, they re-
ceived letters from the ministers, which contained o som-
mentary on the policy of annihilating Ragoba, at the
momont of commencing o negotiation with his encmies,
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Vease of his success ; and then to form an intro- BOOK V.
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 These letters displayed a high tone of complaint, and

AP, 1. even of menace. They expressed a disinclination, on the,

1776,

part of the ministers, to submit their pretensions e
discussion ; and threatened a renewal of ho?hhtmg’ tmlk
less the places which had been taken were immediately
restored. 1

Letters, dated the 5th of January, received from C'o]onet
Upton on thg.12th of February, announced his arrival &l
Poona, and a favourable reception. Other letters received
on the 6th of March, and dated on the 2nd of February,
brought information of difficulties impeding the negotid~
tion. “The ministers imagine,” says Colonel Upton, “ that
I must treat with them at any rate :—And (that I have
vastly exceeded my instructions, by asking a surrender ©
Salsette and Bassein” ©They ask me,” says he, “a thou-
sand times, Why we make such professions of houour 7
How disapprove the war entered inte by the Bombay
government ; when we are so desirous of availing our-
selves of the advantages of it?” Despairing of compli-
ance with all his demands, the Colonel proposed to relax
in the affair of Bassein, and to ask for something else in
its stead.!

On the 7th of March, a letter dated the 7th of February
arrived ; and announced that the negotiation was broken
off. The ministers insisted upon an immediate renuncia-
tion of Salsette, and would not allow so much as time for
consulting the government. “In five or six days more.”
says the Colonel, “I am to leave Poona Dhur, and they will
then fix the time for the expiration of the cessation of arms.
Ttold them, T expected time to advise all our settlements be-
fove the renewal of the war ; but I suspect them of taking
every advantage” He added, which confirmed the repre-
sentations made in defence of the connexion with Ragobe,
“If three or four companies of Europesans, a small de-
tachment from the corps of artillery, and two or three
hattalions of Sepoys, were embarked from: Bengal to join
the army from Bombay, we might soon commeand peace
«on our owt terms. For the chiefs of this country are
quite at a loss which side to take ; and are waiting to see
what the English do2

1 Fifth Report, ut supra, App. No. 102,
3 Tbid. 10“. ¢




the cause of Ragoba with the utmost vigour; and with
a general exertion of the whole power of the English
arms in India; to act in all quarters at once ; and, by the
decision and rapidity of their proceedings, to bring the
war, if possible, to a speedy conclusion:” And all this,
(namely, o war with the ministers, and alliance with Ra-
goba, the very measure for which they condemned the
Presidency at Bombay,) rather than restore Salsette, the
capture of which, and the alliance for its support, they
had denounced as both impolitic and unjust !

At the conclusion, however, of the month, another letter
from Colonel Upton was received. This letter brought
intelligence of the final compliance of the ministers on
the subject of Salsette. Warlike preparations were then
suspended, and a treaty was at last arvanged. The Eng-
hf‘h renounced Bassein, and agreed to renounce the ces-
slons in (tuzerat, provided it appeared, as the ministers
maintained, that Futty Sing was not entitled to mako
them. The Mahrattas yielded Salsette, and the small
adjacent islands, of 3,500,000 rupees revenues ;' the Mah-
ratba chout, or share of the revenues of Bareach, amount-
ing to an equal sum ; and a country of three lacs in the
neighbourhood of Bareach. The members of the Bombay
govermment compared these with the terms which thay
had obtained from Ragoba ; and proclaimed their disap-
probation. The eoncession with respect to Baroach, they
taid, was pretended and delusive, as the Malrattas had no
right to any share of its revenues. The ceded tervitory,
not being jegkive, or dree from Maliratta burdens, would
be a source of continual disturbance, The relinguishment
of the cessions in Guzerat was weakly made upon an
unfounded pretence; which actually gnve the Guicawar an
interest to disclaim the right in dispute : and, upon the
whole, the treaty waghighly injurious to the reputadion,
honour, and interests of the Company. The majority in
the Supremo Council grounded the defonce of their mea-

A t, and the sum, if not a mispriut, s oxaggers -
llon?‘l;u?n‘t\:«t 2::"::00:'2“‘"06 or reatored at the p eastre of the Governor-
Qeniral and Councily IPrestored, the Pesliwa was to cede tereitary toan equal

value of threo lacks of rupees. —W,

Tweri this intelligence, the Council hastened to prepare BOOK V.
OF War on the largest scale. They resolved, “to support cmar.1n.
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¥ sures upon the utility of peace; and the frequent com-

mands of the Directors to abstain from aggressive wanr!

Tt had been stipulated that Ragoba should filsband his

army within one month ; receive an establishment oﬁ

1000 horse, to be paid and relieved at the pleasure LZl
government, and, of course, to act as his gaolers an
guards ; enjoy a pension of three lacks of rupees Peli
annum, and reside at an appointed place of abod_e- .Wlt
these terms, which he represented as placing him 10 the
hands of his enemies, Ragoba declared his resolution nob
to comply ; end having requested an asylum in one of tho
Company’s settlements, he was promised, under the license
formerly granted, a sanctuary for himself and (his attend-
ants, by the Governor and Couricil of Bombay, The Mut-
seddies complained of this act of protection to Ragoba ;
and alarmed the ruling party in the Supreme Council
with menaces that they would rencunce the treaty, and
betake themselves to war. After violent debates in the
Supreme Council, and great diversity of opinion, it was
decided by the majority, to condemn the offer made by
the President and Council of Bombay of their protection
to Ragoba ; and to forbid them to receive that chieftain
at any of the settlements within the limits of their
government, The apprehensions of his enemies were soon
after allayed by the defection of his troops. And he re-
tired to Surat with only 200 attendants.

After considerable delay, and & variety of mutual com-
plaints on the part of the Bombay Presidency and the
ministers at Poona, the treaty was signed, and transmitted
by Colonel Upton to Caleutta, on the 3rd of June, 1776.
It is peculiarly worthy of notice and rememlbrance, that
intelligence of the conclusion of this affair hud not reached
the Supreme Council, when letters arvived from the Court
of Directors, applauding the treaty which the Presidency
of Bombay had formed with Ragoba; and commanding
their government of Bengal to co-operate for its fililment
and confirmation. “ We approve,” they say, “ under every
circunustance, of the keeping of all the tervitories and
possessions ceded to the Company by the treaty concluded
with Ragoba ; and direct that you forthwith adopt such

! See FiRh Boport, ub su P 91—20, ind 60--58, with the corresponding
arilols By (ho Appboily, | .

J,
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defence 21

During these transactions, the attention of the Supreme

ouncil was not attracted by any great event, towards the
Dowers on the north-western frontier of the Company's
empire, In Oude, Asoff ud Dowla, the new Nabob, had
entered upon his government with an exhausted treasury.
He was oppressed by the debts due to the Company, and
by their importunate demands of payment ; his troops
were mutinous for want of pay ; his inability to maintain
them had produced a reduction of his army ; he had dis-
missed the ministers of his father, and surrounded himself
with favourites; distraction prevailed in his family and his
government ; his character was vicious and weak ; and
every commotion on his frontier alarmed the Supreme
Council for the safety of his dominions, Flying parties of
the Mahrattas harassed the neighbouring countries ; and
reports of more formidable enterprises excited the appre-
hensions of both the Nabob and his English friends.
During the summer of 1776, it was rumoured that & league
had heen formed by the Emperor, the Mahrattas, the
Seiks, and the Rohillas, to invade the dominions of Asoff
ud Powla. And the Governor-general urged the expe-
diency of forming an allinnce with Nujuf Khan, to lessen
the danger of such an association. After the expedition
against Zabita Khan, and the admission of the Mahrattas
into Delhi, this leader, through the artifice of a favourite,
had fallen into disgrace with Lis master, and been reduced
to the brink of ruin. The necessity of the Emperor's
affairs, and even the reconumendation of Suja-ad-dowla and
the English, again restored him to favour ; and, in 1773,
he engaged in a war with the Jaats, under an understand-
ing thgt he should retain one-half of the temitory he
should conquer, and résign the other to the Emperor. He
had prevailed over the Jaats in the field, and recovered
the fort and city of Agra, at the time when the agreemnnt
was made, between the Eniperor, and Vigir, to jom‘iu the
war against the Rohillas. After his réturn from Rohileand,
he prosecuted his war with the Jaats ; and having dn‘ven
them, though he was exceedingly distressed for pecuniary
means, from the open country, he was besieging the strong

) Fifth Repdet, ut supra, App. No. 187, Compare p. 430, above.
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>§ as may be necessary for their preservation and BOOK'YV.
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V. fortress of Deig; which, after an obstinate resistance

cmap.1r. yielded to his arms, at the time when the situation of the

neighbouring powers recommended a conpexion with hil
to the English rulers. The discharge, however, of Sumrod
and a few Frenchmen, from his service, was made an indis-
pensable preliminary ; and as he alleged the danger at that
moment of sending them to increase the power of Ii%
enemies, though he professed the strongest desire to com-
ply with the wishes of the Company, the alliance was for
the present obstructed and postponed. The anziety ©
Asoft ud Dowls, to receive from the Emperor, what still, l_f'
seems, was a source of illustration and an object of ambi-
tion, the office, though now only nominal, of Vizir, wa8
kept on the rack by vavious interruptions ; by competitors
strongly supported, particularly the Nizam, and by the dis-
inclination of the iwperial mind. The pesheash, how-
ever, or appropriate offering, with five thonsand men
some artillery, which the Nabob sent to attend the
Emperor, arrived at a eritical moment, when Zabita Khan
had not only evaded payment of the revenue for the
country which he possessed, but had taken up arms to
support his disobedience ; had gained a victory over the
Emperor’s forces, and was upon the point of becoming
master of Delhi, and of the fate of its lord. The troops
of Asoff ad Dowla appeared in time to save this catas-
trophe, and an imperial representation, in requital of this
service, was soon after despatched, to invest the Nabob
with the Keldt, By interference, however, of the com-
mander of the Nabob’s detachment, whom Zabita Khan
had duly bribed, the helpless Emperor was obliged to con-
firm that disobedient chief in the territory which he held,
and even to remit those arrears of tribute which formed
the subject of dispute.!

During the period of those transsctions, affaivs of a dif-
forent deseription had deeply engaged the atiention of the
Supreme Council, and excited the most violent dissensions.
fo early as the menth of December, 1774, a petition had
heen presented by the Rance of Burdwan. This was the
title of the widow of Tillook Chund, lately deceased, who,
under the title of Raja, had enjoyed the Zemindary of the

1w nt supa, p 07, 08, aud App. No. 168 o 168, Also Scatt'n Aurnng-
7ehe'y B urq'nn\»rs. I3 ‘90— 207, ‘



AINTS OF THE RANEE OF BURDWAN.

whole period of Mohammedan sway. Her son, a minor of
only nine years of age, had been nominated to the office
upon the death of his father; and a considerable share of
the power had at first passed into her hands. Afterwards,
by the authority of the English Government, the young
Rajn was withdrawn from the guardianship of the Ranee,
and the affairs of the Zemindary were intrusted to admi-
nistrators of English appointment. She now complained of
corrupt administration on the part of the Dewan, or chief
agent of the Zemindary, and accused the English Resident
of supporting him in his iniquity, for the sake of the bribes
with which the Dewan took care to engage him. The more
numerous party in the Council decreed that the Dewan
should be compelled to render an account of his adminis-
tration; that the Ranee, agreeably to her petition, should
be allowed to repair to Calcutta with her son; and, asno
Inquiry into the conduet of the Dewan could be success-
fully performed while he retained power over the persons
and papers of his office, that a temporary substitute should
occupy his place. These resolutions, the Goveruor-General,

scompanied by Mr. Barwell, opposed. The Governor-
Gueneral said, that the presence of the Ranee at Caleutia,
whom he described as a troubl , violent n, would
be not only unnecessary, but inconvenient ; that the re-
moval of the Dewan from his office before any guilt was
proved, would be a violation of justice ;' and the appoint-
ment to that effice of persons whose qualifications had not
been tried, a total departure from policy and prudence.
On the 6th of January, 1775, & letter was received from the
Resident, against whoin the accusations of the Ranee were
directed. 1t was drawn up in a very lofty style; the
writer celebrated his own virtues ; ascribed a bad charao-
ter to thé Ranee ; and expressed the highest indignation

1 Wherein lay flie difference bol:un this cuse, and that of Mohamuned Reza
Tiaja Shiltabroy ?—M.

m"r'f:‘e'n.a“ l: :!?nat:{.iﬂ differance as far as Hastings Is cuncerned ; the snrast of
Molammed Reza Khan was ordercd Uy the Coart of ancmrai and that of
Shitab Roy followed as & consaquence of the same instinetions. Instings was
new in the Gaverament, and fiad lttle time o form his own opinlon on the
case. Al he had fo do wa to institute tire laq;‘nryu cominanded ; with more
o srtunities of acquiring an aequaintance with the meris of the case, or un-
um:'ollud by positive instroctions, lie might have fullowed & COUse MOre con-
avnant to his own notions ot} —~W

it @d whose ancestors, as the representatives of its BO
ancient Rajas, had enjoyed it in succession through the omar.ir
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¥ AHat she had the audacity to prefer an accusation

COaE e

im. He professed his readiness to submit his conduc:;:
examination ; but required, that security should firs e
demanded of the Ranee to pay an equivalent penaltyt,e lt
case she failed in the proof of her charges. The pretex

for this condition was, its alleged conformity to the lmlvs
of the country. To stifle complaint, and to screen, misI &
were its natural effect; and, upon this consideration, the
majority of the Council refused to impose it.! A variety
of accounts were presented to the Board, in which were
entered several sums of considerable amounts, as pa}d by
the Dewan to the servants of the Company and their de-
pendants, not only upon the appointment of the young
Raja, but also upon that of his Dewan. Not less than
3,20,075 rupecs were charged to the account of the Resi-
dent, his banyan, and cash-keeper. Mr. Hastings, himself;
was aceused of receiving 15,000 rupees,® and his banyan, or
native secretary, 4,500; and the whole of the sums repre-
sented as thus distributed among the Company’s servants,
since the death of the deceased Raja, amounted to 9,36,497
rupees® The authenticity of these accounts was called in
question by the parties whom they affected ; and every-
thing is doubtful which rests upon the autharity of Indian
witnesses, under strong temptations to depart from fruth.
Enough does nobt appear to condemn any individual
Enough appears to render it not doubtful that money was
upon this occasion received by the Company’s servants;
and enough does not appear to exculpate any individunb
against whom the charge was advanced. Mr, Hastings now

! The execution of such a deed wag not unusual, and the object was (0 pu
sorin cheak apon false and calumnious charges. [t shonld have been noticed
in Justice to Mr. Graham, the Resident at Burdwan, that le not only wroté
the indignant denlal, so alightingly adverted to, but fie stibwequently furnished
a categorical reply to the Rani's petition, which, if it was niot & most enormons
falsehood, demonstrated the utter impossibility of the truth of her allogativns,
wn affecting him. Mo sould have had vory Httle time to interfore with the
afalrs of the i a3 e was t rred to Hoogly within three m
after the Raja's death, and bad quitted Burdwan within six weeks of that
event. On the other hand, the Rani antedates the Raje's deatl thiree years, in

tunitics of ex-
order to muke It appear that the lesidont had lad amvl;:‘;ﬂ‘ ut iush, Bave
dl""",

wﬂmg‘omnuey from her. Mv. Graham's change of ap)
been gunerally known for hhn to have d ity
the petltion i too glaring to have been aceidental. It furnishes an undeniable
proef of the spirit of (he petition. Kleventh Repoit, ApP. T40.—W.

The yory smal af the sum b tings from all eredible jm-
putation of haying received it, and no prosf whatover wis attempied to extablish

1h e W,
S N isnct of fhia Botouk Commitide, Apys 111




MR. HASTINGS IMPLICATED.

is tone of calmness and forbearance. He accused 1.'.he BOOK V.
party in the Council, by whom he was opposed, of a design cmar.11.
to supersede him in his authority, and to drive him from T
his office. He pronounced them to be his accusers, parties 1776
to tho cause against him, and thercfore disqualified to sit
as judges upon his conduct. He declared that he would
not samaon or hold councils for “a triumph over him-
self? Me proposed that whatever inquisition they might
choose to make into his conduct, they should make it in a
Committee;' where his absence would save his station and
character from degradation and insult ; and he declared it
o be his resolution to dissolve the Couneil, as often as they
should enter upon any eriminating inquiry against himself.
An oceasion soon presented itself for putting his threat in
execution.  The resolution to compliment the Rance with
the usual insignia of office, ho pronounced an insult to
Inm.self: declared the Council dissolved, and quitted the
chair. The majority resolved that a vote of adjournment
could, as all other votes, be passed only by a plurality of
the voices present ; that if this was not the law, the Go-
vernor-general was despotic ; and that the right which he
cluimed was a right of impunity. They voted the first
member of the Uouncil into the chair, and continued
their proceedings.
On the 30th of Mareh, 1775, another acousation ooou-
pied the attention of the Board. In a representation
received from one of the natives, it was set forth, that the
Phoujdar of Hoogly was paid by the Company 72,000 ru-

Taxtt

1 1t Is important to notice this propesition, | 5 nover abj 1 to ine
quicy ; atl by maintained, snd judiciously malntained, even if ke could have
relied apon the lmpartinl jodgment of the majority of the Counell, was the n-
censistency and ind:rnlty of itting the head of the Govermnont to bhe
acoused in person, during a sliting of the Council ever which he proalded, by
every individual wlio ehose to chirge Wim, truly or falsely, w H wets un-
worthy of bis place and power. e ubj l, ¥ Jly and Y, to the
dogradation which could not fall to uttend the Governor-General's either
sliently listening 1o the 0 fons of a privae Yenon. or antering into an
altercation with bim. a8 eertain of bringing himself and his ofiice into

t For the puiposes of trith and Justive, it was wholly unnecessary.
It way ensy and efficacions for the Council o min themsolves into 1 com-
initide, ns Hustings recommended, to receive Infurination, sl carry on inquiry
to fnly extont thoy pleased s and had the reelt establiihed the guilt of the
(iavernor, the Sapreme Court of Judicaturo, ok the Court of Dirsetors, were
the ‘“u";rm" cmpowered fo inflice “nhlhn:”"“m > ‘?%-mﬂ"ﬂ-:‘\h‘:‘ﬂ

BOOrons ) py shewed that 0y AN
i S i Lafed. thy :rl: 'orm .

v resolution with witieh Hastinga their unwi pis, are
w“ﬁ it the mogt 1 Kabtlo In his hhtuq.-—-W!‘




caar. 1. however, he paid annually to Mr. Hastings 36,000 rupees,

1776.

together with 4,000 to Mr. Hastings' native S:ﬁ;?’;g;
reserving only 32,000 rupees to himself; and dudise
author of this representation would undertake the -
of the office for this reduced allowance, producing >
annual saving to the Company of 40,000 rupees, 1OV '(I:‘hc
ruptly received by Mr. Hastings and his banyan. b

first debate which rose upon this information regarded‘t 9
competence of the Board to entertain such comp]a.mtS-
Mr. Hastings’ party, consisting of Mr, Barwell and th'SBl.f’
opposed the reception of any accusations against any ll{d“
vidual of the Board ; and referred to the courts of justice.
The major party deemed it an important article of the
duty of the Supreme Council to control abuses, and not
least in the hands of those who had the greatest power to
commit them. It is no sufficient check, upon those who
are intrusted with power, to be amenable for legal crimes
in o court of justice. The analogies of the most vulgar
trust shed light upon the highest. Who would endure &
servant, pretending that his conduet ought not te be
challenged bub in a court of justice ; his trust modified, or
withdrawn, till after the judicial proof of a legal erimef?
When this plea was overruled, and the Council were about
to enter upon the investigation, Mr. Hastings declared
that © he would notsit to be confronted with such accusers,
nor to suffer a judicial inquiry into his conduct, at the
Board of which he is President.” As formerly, he pre-
nounced the Council dissolved; and the majority con-
tinued their proceedingsin his absence. Two letters of the
Phoujdar in guestion were produced in evidence ; and two
witnesses were examined, The Phoujdar himself was
summoned to auswer. At first he alleged excuses for
delay. When he did appear, he declined examination
upon oath, on the pretence that to persons of his rank
it was o degradation to confirm their testimony by that
veligious ceromony. In this scrupulosity, he was strongly
supportod by Mr, Hastings ; but the majority construed
it into a contempt of the Board, aud dismissed tho Phouj-

! Thp analogy doea not hild. What servant would endare that his fellow
and b znnu should ervet themselves i\ to a tribunal over him, to the
oxcluston of an sutherity superior to both #—W.
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. pees as the annual salary of his office ; thab out of this sum,



the preceding salary, 36,000 rupees.! The majority of the
Coungil esteemed the evidence of the charge complete.
The party of the Governor-general, representing the tosti-
mony of the natives of India when they have any motive
to falsify, as little worthy of trust, and the known dis-
position of the leading party in the Council as holding
forth inducement to accuse, affirmed that the evidence
had no title to regard. The eagerness of the Governor-
general to stifle, and his exertions to obstruct inquiry, on
all oceasions where his conduct came under complaint,
constituted in itself an article of proof, which added mate-
riglly to the weight of whatover came against him from
any other source.?

" Another ground of charge presented itself in the follow-
ing manner, On the 2nd of May, 1775, Mr. (Grant, accoun-
tant to the provincial council of Moorshedabad, produced
to the board & set of accounts, relating to the affairs of the
Nabob ; and stated that he had received them from n na-
tive, now in his own service, who had till lately boon a
clork in the treasury office of the Nabob., From these
accounts it appeared that Munny Begum, since her appoint-
‘ment to the superintendence of the Nabob's person and
affairs, had received 9,07,693 rupees, over and above what
she appeared to have disbursed or had accounted for.
Upon examination of Mr, Grant, and of the clerk from
whom the accounts were received, the majority of the
eouncil were induced to regard them as anthentie. Among

! Nothing ¢an be weaker than the whele of this cuse, nothing more steikingly
illustrative of the unfitness of the majority of the Council to assume judicial

wors, The dccusation catie from a persan of no repute or statlon, who
songht to obtaln the nsgolnuﬁunc for himsell, Tho letters calllng for paymest
for purposes 1ot avowed, contain no-allndon to Hustings whatover. OF the
two persons to whom the letter was addressed, only one was examined, a dls-
carded sorvant of the Fogldur, who did ot understand the lanyuage (Persian)
aof the letter, and who no testimony wy to the fact of the mouey having
been given. The For , When before the Councll, did not refuse to anawer,
althongh he objected to being sworn, from & fealing well known to be common
amongst natives of respectubliity,—no proof of the maney hiving heen evor
o , ghven, or ecepted, way stfempited, bt the Fouldar was dismissed
from his appolntment abrupily, selely ‘on the ground of his ohlaction to an
oath, Seo the whole of the p Ings in the Appendix to the Eleventh Re-

. KW,
2 An alrdady pointed out, e did not obstract inguiry i o only resisted
e indovarons u::du in wm'eh, for factlous purposos, it IAHLANON was 6t
temprod.—W,

CHARGED WITH RECEIPT CF BRIBES. L‘

fegid his office, which they conferred, not upon the BOOK V.
ing petitioner, but another individual, at one-half of cra®. 1.

1776,
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BOOK V. other circumstances, it was stated by the clerk that the
ciar. 1. head eunuch of the Begum, the person who 5

tood highest

in ber confidence, had endeavoured, upon hearing of sugh
accounts in the hands of the clerk, to prevail upen hizdy
the prospect of rewards and advantages, to restore the pa-
pers, and return to the service of the Begumj 81 =
Grant was ready to state upon lis oath that gimilar nt’—
tempts had been made upon himself. The party opposed
to the Governor-Ceneral thought the circumstances suffi-
ciently strong to render inquiry necessary, and to autho-
rize the steps which inquiry demanded. They proposed,
that o servant of the Company should immediately be sent
to Moorshedabad, invested with a proper commiission and
powers ; and that the Begum, for the investigation of whose
conduct no satisfactory evidence could be procured, while
she retained authority over the officers and servants of the
Nabob, should be divested of her power. The Governor-
(leneral, on the other hand, questioned the authority of
the papers, resisted the proposal to inquire into the ac-
counts of the Begum, and protested against removing her
from her office, While no proof of her misconduct was ad-
duced, By decision, however, of the majority, Mr. Goring
was despatehed for the investigation ; the power of the
Bogumn was withdrawn ; and Raja Gourdass, the son of
Nuneomiar, Dewan, or prineipal Minister of the Begum, re-
ceived the temporary charge of the Nabob’s affairs. In-
quiry seemed to establish the authenticity of the papers.
The Begum, when pressed to account for the balance with
which she was charged, stated, among other circumstances,
that 1,600,000 rupees hud been given to Mr. Hastings, under
tho name of entertainment-amonsy, when he went Lo Moor-
shedabad in 1772, and placed her ot the head of the Nabob's
establishment. She also represented, that, on the rsme
aceasion, 1,650,000 rupees had been given by her as a pre-
sont to Mr, Middleton. Of the sum thus delivered 10 Mr.
Middlston (for the receipt of it was never denied), 10 ac-
count was ever rendered, and no defence was ever aet up.
Mr. Mustings justifiod the receipt of what was bestowed
upion himself, on the soveral pleas, that the aet of parlia-
ment which prohibited presents was not then passed, that
such allowances were the common custorm of the country,
t Anotior contrast (o the e of Moliummed Reza Khan.

- - -
i
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B/ CHARGED WITH RECEIPT OF BRIBES.

Tupees a day as often as he visited the (fovernor in Cal-
cutta, that he added nothing to his fortune by this allow-
ance, and must have charged to the Company a sum as
large, if this had not been received.! Upon part of this it
i8 necessary to remark, that custom, the custom of a country,
where almost every thing was corrupt, affords but a sorry
defenge; that if a visit to the Nabob was a thing of so much
expense it ought not to have been made without an adequate
cause ; that no adequate canse, if the receipt of the present
be excluded, can any where be found ; that for the necessity
of u greab expense on such a visit, or indeed of any extraor-
dinary expense at all, we have barvely the assertion of the
Governor-General, which being the assertion of a party
making out a case in his own defence, and an assertion op-
posed to probability, possesses but little of the force of
proof.  Besides, the amount is enormous ; 2000 rupees per
day ; 7,30,000 rupees, or 73,000Z, per annum, What should
have made living at Moorshedabad cost the Goyernor-
General at the rate of 73,0004 per annum{? And why
should the Nabob, whosae allowanoe wits undetmbood Lo be
oub down to the lowest point, haye been oppressod by so
normous & burden ! Another consideration of importance

in, that when My. Hastings received the sum of one lnok !

and half of rupees for entertainment-money, he at the same
time charged to the Company a large sum, 30,000 rupecs
and upwards, as travelling charges, and a great additional
amount for his colleagues and attendants® The com-
plaints of sovers usage fo the Begum, advanced both by
horself and by Hastings, appear to have had no other
foundation than the loss of her office ; an office whioh the
majority considered hor sex us disqualifying her to fill ;
and to which they treated her appointiment as one of the
errors or crimes of the preceding administration.®

| Sge defence of Mr, Hastlitgs at tho Bar of the Lurds.

* Minutes of Kvidence sa the Telal, p. 1048.~31.  The cbarges ware for
twelve months, and fn geéneral they are not bmmederate with refarence to
Indian cugtons and modes of travelling : at mat they fivelve only the

af want of economy, m{;{ an inuftlctent chntfol over the dishursementa
dauts,—W.

vf‘ ; "a':\‘mmﬁ:'d:!‘:l:m whether too much or not, war seknowlelged and

carried to unt, The further sums asedried to have besn given, wers

neyver pnmsz?“ With thnt ssid to have boen given to Mr. Middleton, Hustings

had up concern.  Of the n]»lrit in whichi theso charyea wore hnde, thie pro-

Ceedings are sufticlent evi Upon the productin of e sccounts iy~

L,

Kob of Bengal received on the same account 1000 BoOK V.

CHAP, II,
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Of the different charges, however, brought againgt tlhie
Governor-Cleneral, those which were produced by s R‘f"“
Nuncomar were attended with the most remarkable eir-
cumstances. From this personage, whom we have seen
Phoujdar of Hoogly, minister of the Nabob Jafier Khan,
the agent of Mr. Hastings in the prosecution of Mohamime

Reza Chan, and whose son was appointed Dewan of the
household to the Nabob, which son it was regulated and
ordained that he should guide, a paper was delivered on
the 11th of March, which, besides accusing the Governor-
General of overlooking the proof of vast embezzlements
committed by Mohammed Reza Khan and Shitabroy, and
acquitting them in consideration of large sums of money
by which he was bribed, exhibited the particulars of a sum
amounting to 3,564,106 rupees, which, it affirmed, the Glo-
vernor-General accopted, for the appointment of Munny
Begum, and Goordass, to their respective dignities and
powers. In prosecution of the opinion of the majority,
that it was the duty of the Supreme Council to inquire
into the charges which were brought against the members
of the government, and to control the conduct even of the
highest officers of state, it was on the 13th proposed, that
Nuncomar should be summoned to appear before them
and called upon to produce the grounds of his accusation

nished by Mr. Grant, it was at once determined fo dispossess the Begum of
her authority, and to eall upon her for the whole of the public and private
aecounts for the preceding eight years. Mr. Goring was sent merely to en-
furce the delivery of those acoounts, nnd he was directed to hand them oyer
10 the Provincial Council, Messrs. Maxwall, Anderson, and Grant, wlo were
at the same time Instructed to examine thern minutely. It wonld knve boen
bt dacent to have awaited the rexult of this examination, and a serutiny so
eonidueted, although invelving a little delay, wonld have been most favaarable
1o the ascortaiument of the truth, Mr. Goring, however. jaid little arteniion
0 Iils Instructions. He did not leave Caleuttn until after the 10k of May,
and went to Nadiys by water -n voyage of five or six days st loast; a few
Tiours by dawk carrled hin: o Moorshedabad, bat ho could not have arpived
thiere much Yefure the 206h: on the 22nd, he despatelies to Caloutta meno-
randoms of disbursements to Engiish 1 to Mr. g8 for an
entertainment, rupees 1,50,000; to Mr, Middlétan an aveaunt of an- agree-
ment with Baboo Begum, a similar sum, It was very reasonable for Hustin,
v remark, as the comunssion given fo Mr. Goring was o receive from

all the accounts of the Nigamut for eight yesrs past, and i deliver
them Into the hands of o A to and report (helr
contents 1o the Board—* T desire that Mr, Goving be asked in whit mannor
lip came by (e accouut he has now sent, and on what account this partial
#election was made hy him." The answer may casily be ‘"Pgﬂed : the nar-
rative of his procecdings shows that he came by the account by lmw,
~and Qist the atject of the seloction was the 1p of Hastings.
Bileventh Rapost, App. E—~W.
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TASTINGS OPPOSES INQUIRY. {7

[aings, instead of choosing to confront his accuser, BOOK V.
0 avail himself of the advantage of innocence, in cmar. 1.
hea‘riug aud challenging the pretences of a false accusation,
vesisted inquivy. “Before the question is put,” says his 1776
Minute, I declare that I will not suffer Nuncomar to ap-
Pear hefore the Board as my accuser. I know what be-
longs to the dignity and character of the first member of
this administration. I will not sit at this Board in the
character of a crimingl. Nor do I acknowledge the mem-
bers of this Board to be my judges. I am reduced, on this
occasion, to make the declaration that I regard General
Olavering, Colonel Monson, and Mr. Francis, as my accu-
sers”  The Governor-General, with Mr. Barwell, again
recommended prosecution at law, not inquiry before the
Eouncll, #s the mode of investigating his conduct. Again
L;pg:;ounced ‘the Council dissolved, and, together with
thli‘v G well, quitted the Board. Again the majority voted

s form of dissolution void, and continued the inquiry.
Nuuc.oruur made positive declaration as to the sums which
he himself had paid to the Governor ; gave in the names
of several persons who were privy to tho transactions; and
presented a letber, in purport from Mumny Bogum {o him-
#elf, of which the seal, upon comparison, by the Parsian
translator and his moonshoee, was declared to be authentic;
and in whioch a gift was stated of two lacks to the Gover-
nor from herself. Upon this evidence, the Governor was
called upon to refund te the Company the money which
he hnd thus illegally received. But he refused to wc-
koowledge the majority as o couneil, and returned no
answer.

Nothing surely can be more inadmissible than the pre-
tences of the Governor-Giencral for stifling inquiry. What
he alleged was, the dignity of the accused, and the base-
ness of the accuser. If the dignity in the accused be a
sufficient objection 0 inquiry, the responsibility of the
leading members f every government is jmmediately
destroyed ; all limitation of their power is ended; and all
restraint upon misconduct is renounced. If the character
of the accuser is bad, so much the greater is the advantage
of the accused ; brcause so much the more easy it is to
connterbalance the evidence of his testimony. So greut
may be the improbability of a charge, and so little the
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/ value of an accuser'’s testimony, that the first may out-

weigh the latter, and preclude the propriety of any further
research. But where the case is in any degree different
from this, the character of the informer is not a sufficient
objection to inquiry. It is often from men of the worst
character that the most important intelligence is MOS6
likely to be received; and it is only necessary, in receiving
it, to make those abatements of belief which the character
of the informant may appear to vequire, Perpetual refe-
rence to the courts of law, as the only place where inquiry
into the conduct of an officer of government could fitly be
made, merits the highest condemnation ; because the con-
duct of a member of government may be evil to almost
any degree, may involye his country in ruin, and yet may
be incapable of being touched by courts of law, constituted
aud conducted as those of England. It is another species
of superintendence and control which must ensure good
conduct in those who are vested with great publie trusts.
In disclaiming the majority for his Jjudges, the Governor
availed himself of an ambiguity in the word, They did
not undertake the office of judgment. They only held it
their duty to inquire, for the benefit of those who might
afterwards judge.'

In this case, the Governor-general was not satisfied with
orying out against inquiry. He took the extraordinary
resolution of prosecuting, with all the weight of his autho-

! The question is not fairly stated. The comparative rank of the accused
and the acouser was not alleged a5 an objection to the hearing of the accusa-
tlun—it wis the incompatibility of cheosing a meeting of the Council as the
scene of suclia pmoedure—lf)c negessary conscquence of which was the
privation of the head of the state of all respect and anthority. A still stronger
objectlon, however, lies to the tribunal, Whalever might be profossed, the
members of the Councl] were necessarily couverted Into Judges the moment
an aceusstion was pleaded before than on one side, and defonded on the
ather. Hastings must either bave admitted the charge in atlence, or replied
to it;—in either case the other members of the Connell would have <wine to
aresolution on the proceedings, they would to all intents sud purposes haye
pronounced Jndgment. They wonld lave nssumed a power Which they dig
not possess, and W the exercise of which it was right therefure at ance w
alject, The cuuml}\rmriple i3 incontroyertible, hut In the presont instancs
it is evident that such a course was mogt unlikely to promote the cause of
truth,  Mad the governor arknowledged his 4.-nlluglml_lh his judges, wiat
Inensure of Justioe was be to expoct at theie hands. Had they boen calpg,
radent, dispassionate nion, Nastings might huve conceded thie Bhstract prin-
ciple, but with such delly proofs of thelr personsl animosity, the cause of
trathi and fnstice, un well 45 his own safety, demanded that he shonid resist
thelr usvipation. e did ot dispute, he diil nat_obstroct their vight to in-
_a}lin. He pofnted out to them the leyritimate mode of making inquisy ; and
Mielr rafuning to adopt it is suMclent proof that they Ad not seek to Inquire,
bug were oager to condemm, W,
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IXECUTION OF NUNCOMAR.

a6 by whom he was accused. An indictment, BOOK V.
LimStance of the Governor-general, of Mr. Barwell, of cnap, 1.
Mzr. Vansittart, of Mr. Hastings’ Banyan, and of the Roy o
Royan or head native agent of finance, was preferred  1776-
against Nuncomar, together with Messrs, Joseph and
Francis Fowke, for a conspiracy to force a man named
Commaul-ad-din Khau, to write a petition against the
parties to the prosecution. After an examination before
the judges, Mr. Francis Fowke was discharged ; and M.
Buarwell, the Roy Royan, and the Governor’s Banyan, with-
drew their names from the prosecution. The Governor
and Mr, Vansittart persevered ; and Nuncomar and Mr.
Joseph Fowke were held to bail at their instance. ©The
trath is, as wo” says the minute of Clavering, Monson,
and Francis, on the 16th of May, “have reason to believe,
that there never existed such a paper as has been sworn
to; and that every particular said to be contained in it, is
an imposition invented by Commaul-ad-Din. A few days
after this suspicious, but ineffectual proceeding, a new
Prosecution was instituted against Nuncomar. At the
suit of g native, he was taken up on a charge of forgery,
and commitied to the common gaol. He was tried before
e Supreme Court, by a jury of Englishmen, convicted,
M hinged, N transaction, perhaps, of this whole ad-
miistration mope deeply tainted the reputation of Has-
tings, than he tragedy of Nuncomar. At the moment
When he stooq forth as the accuser of the Governor-general,
° Was charged with a crime, alleged to have been com-
mitted five years before ; tried, and asecuu‘d‘ i o l-‘“’“c‘_’d"
g which conlq not fail to generate the suspicion pf gml@.
and of A1 fuability to encounter the weight of his testi-
Jaony, in the man whose power to have pravented, or o
ave stoppnd (if he did not cause) the pmsocu?u{n, ﬂ;.xs
1ot easy to deny. As Hastings, aware of the sinisber 10-
“Ipretations to which the destruction of an acouser, in
Clreumstances so extpordinary, would assuredly Cilf"s‘e
i, chouse rather to sustaiv the weight of t!ume suspi-
Clols, than to mest the charges hy praventing or sus-
Peuding the fato of the acouser; it is s fair inferenco,
. Hhough mere resentimont aud spite wight hurry FOING DN
| O'ns great an indjseretion, that frowm the uvtc‘;mut-mus he
fondud somebhing worse then those suspicions. My
VoL, Ga
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1V, Francig, in his examination before the House of Com-
cHaP. 1. mons, on the 16th of April, 1788, declared that the effect
of this transaction upon the inquiries carried on by ?ie
Board into the accusations against the Governor, Wa% :
defeat them ; that it impressed a general terror OD .t
natives with respect to preferring accusations ugalﬂs"'
men in great power ; and that he and his coadjutors Were
unwilling to expose them to what appeared to him and
these coadjutors, as well as themselves, a manifest
danger.”

The severest censures were very generally passed upon
this trial and execution ; and it was afterwards exhibited
as matter of impeachment against both Mr. Hastings, and
the Judge, who presided in the tribunal. The crime for
which Nuncomar was made to suffer, was not a capital
offence, by the laws of Hindustan, cither Moslem or Hindu ;
and it was represouted as a procedure full of eruelty and
injustice, to render a people amenabls to the most grievous
severities of a law with which they were unacquainted,
and from which, by their habits and associations, their
minds were totally estranged. It was affirmed ; that this
atrocious condemnation and execution were upon an epr-
post-facto law, as the statute which created the Supreme
Court and its powers was not published till 1774, and the
date of the supposed forgery was in 1770: that the law
which rendered forgery capital did not extend to India, as
no English statute included the colonies, unless where it
was expressly stated in the law: that Nuncomar, as a
native Indian, for_g, crime committed against another
Indian, not an Englishman, or even a European, was ame-
nable to the native, not the English tribunals: that the
evidence adduced was not sufficiént to warrant condemna-
tion : and that although the situation in which the pri-
soner was placed with regard to a man of so much power
as the Glovernor-general, should have suggested to the
Judge peculiar cireumspection and tenderness, there was
every appearance of precipitation, and of a predetermina-
tion to find him guilty, and to cut him off. In the defence
which was set up by Sir Blijah Tmpey, the Chief Judge,
in his answer at the bar of the House of Comimons on the
12th of Deceniber, 1787, he admitted that a native inha-
bitant of the provinces ab large was not amenable to the




ayws, or to the English tribunals : and it was not BOOK V.

23 such, he affirmed, that Nuncomar was tried. But he ciAp. ir.

mainiained that a native inhabitant of the English town
of Caleutta, which was English property, which had long
bogn governed by Englishmen and English lawg, was ame-
nable to the English tribunals, and Justly, because he mads
it his voluntary choice to live under their protection ; and
that it was in this capacity, namely, that of an inhabitant
of Calcutta, that Nuncomar suffered the penalties of the
English laws. If the competency of the jurisdiction was
admitted, the question of evidence, where evidence was
complicated and contradictory, could not admit of any
very clear and certain decision ; and the judge opposed
the affirmation of its insufficiency by that of the contrary,
He denied the doctrine that an English penal statute ex-
tended to the colonies, only when that extension was ex-
pressed. The allegation of Precipitation and unfairness,
still further of corry ption,in the treatment of the accused,
he not only denied with strong expressions of abhorrence,
but by a specifieation of circurnstauces endeavouved to
disprove. Tt was, however, afirmed, that Nuncomar was
Dot an inhabitant of Calcutta at the time when the offence
Was said to have been committed ; but a prisoner bf-ought
and detained there by constraint, The Chief Justx.cu, on
© ther hand, maintained that not only was no evidence
this fact exhibited on the trial, but evidence to the
Contrary and that not opposed. 1t does indeed, appear,
at an omission, contrary to the intent of the fmfwr&i, u;

¢ Charter of Justice granted the Compfmg in 1.:63, had
affordeq 4 pretext for that extension of jurisdiction ov?x{
28 inhabitants of Caleutts, under which Impey shelbered
lmself, 1, establishing the citil court for the admn;lﬁ‘;
tration of the English laws, this charter ex P,-ess.ly exce 11'; L(h

" such suits gs shall be between Indian nutives, w-tl'b
hall be determined among themselves, unless b"ﬂ_' B L.ms
Consent.” Tn estallishing the penal court, the reser "‘; iy
of the natives, heving once been exprossed, “'“Z‘ L '0:
peated ; and of this opening the servants of the um-It"?u)[
8d ayailed themselves, whenever they chose, t,’} i ”1"‘
Over the natives the penalties of Enghsh law. That the
intention of the charber was contrary, appeared }Jy its
Sanctioniug a sepacate court, culled the Phoujdary, for the

1776,
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. trial of all offences of the native inhabitants; & court
onar. 1. which, under the intention of rendering natives, as well as
——— English, amenable to the English criminal laws, would

1776.  have been totally without a purpose! Of the evidence ib
may fairly be observed, that though the forgery was com-
pletely proved by the oaths of the witnesses to the pro-
secution, it was as completely disproved by the oaths ob
the witnesses to the defence ; that there was no such dif-
ference in the character of the parties or their witnesses
as to throw the balance greatly to either of the sides; and
that the preponderance, if any, was too weak, to suppor®
an act of so much importance and delicacy,as the condeni~
nation of Nuncomar. Even after the judgment, the case
was not without a remedy ; the exccution might have been |
stuyed Ull the pleasure of the King was known, and &
pardon might have Lieen obtained. This too the Court
absolutely refused ; and procesded with unrelentin g deter-
mination to the execution of Nurncomar ; who, on the 5th
of August, with a tranquillity and firmuess that never were
surpassed, submitted to his faté, not only amid the tears
and lamentations, but the cries and shrieks of an extraor-
dinary assemblage of his countrymen.®

1 Aceordingly, this jurisdiction had hitherto been exercised with zreat timi-
dity ; ‘and the ¢omsent of the government was always asked before the sen-
fonce was éxecuted.  In one case, und but vne, theve had been & conviotion
for forgery, but the prisoner was not execnted—he received a pardon.  Sea the
Seventh Report of the Committee of Bocrecy, In 1773, p. 17,

* It is trie, that no cire In the admink of Hastings, has heen
80 injurions 1o his rep as the of Nuud —whether right-

' fully so is a different question, ¥rain the morent that Nundeomar becrimne
the olject of Judicial‘tvestigation, it would have Bl becume the governor to

. have Interfored—it was not for him to intorpese bis personal or offols] influ-
ence to arvest the course of the law, nor would it have avalied.  The Supreme
Court was new to its pasitian, strongly imprested with a notion of its dignity,
and ponsitivaly jenlous of its power. The jndees would have at once Indig-
nantly resistoil any atteinpt to bias their decision.  Forthi fsto of Nandeomar,
they are alone respenible. It is presently sdmifited thut shg 1«\“ rd~

t ing (o law, and the attempt fo impeach the Chief Justice, Sy Elijah
on this ground subsequentiy failed, [t s therefure to be coneludad, thist the
sentance was stricily urem-tfmg to law, and there can be no donbt that the
erime was proved,  The ufliction of (he sentonce, however, ¥pon 4 tative of
Tudin, for an offence of which his commtrymen knew nobthe penaity, and which
had been eommitted before the full introduction of these Laws widch made it o
capltal crirae, was the assertion of Jaw ot thn capensd aof teasm and hvmanity
—with this Haatings liws nothing to do—tho fault, and & grAYous e it wan,
reste with the Judges. The question, as {t congerns the Governor, LI
only the share ke had in the prosecution.  D3d ke in Oﬂ!ﬁ'"y hatigate or an-

6 ‘The

-~

e 1 | wis a party ed, n hative, I with
o Governor, e many Buve thought e was dulng & 5ot unsctiptalie mh '1
Migr & parsl Tt of Hastings, Hut that weshis &
18 10 necessity to auppoe that ho was nrged m! Hastings: ho hid m
of lis own (o avenge, and neoded no otlior nstigation.  There 15 no
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Uil perhaps, enough to save the authors of this BOOK V.
transaction, on the rigid interpretation of naked law. But cmar.in.
thut all regard to decorum, to the character of the English ——
Government, to substantial justice, to the prevention of 1770
misrule, and the detection of ministerial crimes, was sacri-
ficed to personal interest and personal passions, the fm-
partial inquirer canmot hesitate to pronounce.t

Among the regulations of the financial system, formed
and adopted in 1772, under the authority of Mr. Hastings,
the seventeenth article was expressed in the following
words : “ That no Peshear, Banyan, or other servant, of
whatever denomination, of the collector, or relation or de-
pendant of any such servaut, be allowed to farm lands, nor
directly nor indirectly to hold a concern in any farm, nor
to be security for any farmer ; and, if it shall appear-that
the collector shall have countenanced, approved, or con-
nived at a breach of this regulation, he shall stand 1pso

m\‘fﬂotl;:lhnt he acted in concert with Hastings : we are therefore Joft ty circum-
s | proof, and the only cirenmstance upon which the participation of Has-
eh‘!! M the persecution of Nundeomar, 4, it4 muowm: bard upon the latter's
m'ﬁ,‘” sgninst Him, These wore prefiored ow the 1ith Mareh, 1 Ou the
s n? Y Eollowing, Nundeomar was arrested undor s warrant of Conrt
h’ BUIt of Mohan Porsund,  Here is certainly s susplelons coluclidenos—bic
thers m:’ ?‘\’lwm way of acesunting for it than by 'hnl;muu'um fatal to tl;:
Y. Hastings? In truth, it seoma eapable of such oxy i
I Hming; of h“g-m“ exercised any infinence over it Proveadings in
m‘“ﬂm canse did not then conunence. They bad been istituled Lefore in
!lb\v.k,’“,y Ad il Nl Tad beets ~ be the judge, 'I;::
e by Grdey . Ve suit had therefore Deen suspen: ;
1t had not heen d‘;i;::‘l::‘;\éﬂ ,“L Supreme Court sat fur the fiest tine al the
eni 9E October, 1774, The forged insteoment had been déposited i the
‘E“)'Urs Court, and could not be recovered nutil all the fﬂl‘e"‘ 'm “;m":
Armd 10 the Supreme Couit, and without It no suit conld be p AT o
Mhe very first oppactunity afterwirds, or in the '"“"“'""“mmym‘bem by the
Stnkat effective court of Qyer and Terminer and geol dety 15 not neccssary
th Conrt, tho indictniont was preforred and tried. 1t B dhestyiaret §
the pect Hustings of Iiaving from vindlotiye motlyes i o -
Drasacution. 1t had previouly been Urought luty anothier eotEh B o

ahs wmserted b nfluence of the Governos General ligll o . nal,
34 1 wus again rought indh an independent court uf thﬁum m.,mhmml‘: :
b whien it gonld 1o institated,  The cofncidence wis unfbrty o

S5es 1y lyve boen unavoifable s and i the shsence of all possibls *
CLtiral evidenes is not un’ixto pticnablo enongh to 'JuMAly the Im m"l.tl:’nalz
~ ::‘“‘"’351)' advanced by Buvl uml soomingly hmytied iy fhe ulnrrfl il
' K4 that Hastings hal 7] Nnndﬂ;);url}ly hundnl.;if g‘: - “;nd =
the predoding chelies st Mr. Hastings, Jpod
}t‘;ﬂ c"umll.l.xw the i 1 lmv.ﬂ, of the Sohs;} ean:ul-:nm. in 1781, With {
endix ; Burke's Clinr net Hustings, No. q
ha ighith L‘llmxgu. with |§?mmﬂ v )thf:me'mnm'hlll- P;r c;noﬂx;
A the riges agzainst St KilJak Inipey, exdilhived to the Honse g
B¥ Sir Gilbert BXop, ji 1767, with the Speesh of Tmpey in RnW'_ s
Rarge, prifted, with an Apgeniix, by Btockilale, In 1755, For }lﬂ. em:v.n an
A0 Bohavionr of Nunedmar, 50 & very itoresting necaunt, Written by tho
UM Wit superintanded, snd printed in Dodsley’s Aniual Rogister for 1786,
Storical part, g 197,
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V. facto'dismissed from his collectorship.” These regulations

cuar. 11, had the advantage of being accompanied with a running

commentary, in a corresponding column of the very page

1776.  which contained the text of the law; the commentary
proceeding from the same authority as the law, and exhitl;g i

ing the reasons on which it was founded. The commen

on the article in question, stated, that, “If the collecto

to be farmers of the country, no other persons will dare
to be their competitors. Of course they will obtain the
farms on their own terms. It is not fit that the servant®
of the Company should be dealers with their masters. The
collectors are checks on the farmers. If they, themselves
turn farmers, what checks can be found for them 7 Wha¥
seourity will the Company have for their pmpez;}y? (0}53
whare are the ryots to look for protection?'' Nptwith

18,67,796 rupees ; that in 1770, it was 13,88,346 ripees I8
and in 1777, the last year of the existing or quingueénnifl
sobtlement, it was 14,11,685 rupoes, It also appoared thaly
ab the end of the second year, he was allowed to relinquish
thyeo of the farms, on which there was an increasing ren*z
This proceeding was severely condemned by the Directors
and Mr, Hastings himself, beyond affirming thit he had no
share in the profits, and that little or none were made &
alleged but little in its defence”

1 Sixth Report of the Committee of Socrecy, in 1773; Bengal Conguitationts
1ith May, )7‘72.};.e 18, i

2 Extract of Bengal Rovenup Gonsultations, 17th March, 1775; Parlis*
mentary Pagers, printed In 1787 ¢ see also the H(m«,nm of the Charges exhir |
Bited to I r‘lununt against Warren Hastings, Lsq., snd his AnswSe (o the o |

sumyo, M L
There was nothing to defend. The regulation applicd to the native mnf ‘
& enllectar, being Intended to obviate local wfluance and intarests. The yan v
of tho Govornpr. Genersl tesidingg in Caleutty, ronting firms o buim‘ BaeWEiy
for uthers so doing In differont and dlstany party of the comitry, and mgﬂ 0
dimie before he becainn the gervant of Mr, Hastings, did 208 come undar 06
rognlition, 1t was uf apartance (hat Te showld le o man of rank and wealth,
pud whenes conld eithor lw deslyod more orpdltaliy than from losded W“'
slons.  Thst Canntip Baboo ynay Have turrged Nis eonnoxton with the Guvernpd
) profil, Ls very possible, but Lt was ineyitable, uh-!.-‘ﬂ‘l‘ might Love filed
6 pffct, L the signation of Hustings, and of all the (,umc’.ny'i. porvants, st
“P‘”' native agoney wis Indlspongable, and [ the abagnee of afficient
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of the affiairs of the Nabob, and that part of the BOOK V.

business of government, still transacted in his name, & CHAP L

substitute to Munuy Bogum, and to the plan. superseded
lulwf removal, was urgently required. In their lebter of
the 3rd of March, 1775, the Directors had declared Mo~
hammed Reza Khan to be so honourably cleared of the
Buspicions and charges with which he had been clouded,
and Nuncomar to be so disgraced by his attempts to

‘destroy him, that they directed his son, who was 110 more

than the tool of the father, to be removed from his oftice ;
and Mohammed Reza Khan to be appointed in his stead.
1t is vemarkable, that the Directors were so ignorant of the
government of India, which it belonged to them to con-
duct, that they mistook the name of the office of Gourdass,
who was the agent for paying the Nabob's servants, and
the substitute for Munny Begum, when any of the affuirs
were to be transacted to which the fistian of the Nabol's
Suthority was still applied, for that of the officer who was
10 more than the head of the native clorks in the office of
Tevenue ab Caloutta. When they divected Gourdass o be
replaced by Mohawmed Reza, they distinguished him by
the title of Roy Royan, and thence enlayged the ground of
cavil and dispute between the contending parties in the
Couneil, Clavering, Francis, and Monson, decided for
uniting, in the hands of Mohammed Reza Khan, the fune-
Hlons which had been divided between Munny Begu_.m and
Raja Gourdass ; and as Rajn Gourdass, notwithstanding the
prejudices against his father, was recommended by the Direc-
tars to some inferior office, the same party proposed to make
Lim Roy Rayun, and to remove Raja Bullub, the son of‘ L
loob Rauy, by whom that office had hit.herto.beon hel_\l.

As the penal department of justico was ill-administered
in the present Foujdary courts (that branch of th:al lato
arrangements had totally failed), srid as the suporintendonce,

7 liablo
Eheek from a knowledyg 8T (he Tangunges and of the country, was very
to be abused, Many of #he charges gl carription and eoliugion lm:‘lv:iw.l:“ h
from this source. The principtls scffered niot daly for thair ¢ ‘u“ ¢ M
thoss afthseir dependauts. That the Europtan fanctionsries wm’vl A wik e
exception immaculate, is not o be bellevel, consldoring how r?\o ‘\nms e
goneral prevalonce of corruption, bnt tholr serrants siyned no cover bhts, aiic
Wére o doubt accassible to bribes, and the, masters Were supposed e
n the Mlcit gains, No olinrgo of eorruluh,m agmingt Hastings l:‘l‘m:c& !:”;
ever, 15 uneiquivoeally made ont, and wlthongh he seews o ]“I'lfv mer nwvi
and extravagsnt, aid Nttle serapulons inralsing means fur pu A ‘l ¢ o qunn m{_
e may be acquitied of all ingqntion uluh,g' himsolf by the violation o
principles o ofcovenants.—WE ° & ‘l
{ wh
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. of criminal justice, intrusted to the Governor-general, a8
. head of the Nizamut Adaulut, or Supreme Penal Court of

Calcutta, loaded him with a weight of business, and of
responsibility, from which he sought to be relieved, the
wmajority agreed to restore o Mohammed Reza Khan, the
superintendence of penal justice, and of the native pcnal
courts throughout the country ; and, for that purpose, to
remove the seat of the Nizamut Adaulut from Calcutia,
back to Moorshedabad. The Governor-general agreed that
the orders of the Directors required the removal of
Gourdass from the office which he held under Munny
Pegum, and the appointment to that office of Mohammed
Reza Khan ; but he dissented from all the other parts of
the proposed arrangement ; and treated the renewal of the | !
title of Naib Subah, and the affuctation of still recognising

E
»
|
-
1

!
4

the Nabol's government, as idle grimace. ¢ All the arts ~’

of policy cannot,” hie said, € conceal the power by which
these provinees are ruled, nor cin all the arts of sophistry
avail to transfer the responsibility to the Nabol : whoen it
is as visible as the light of the sun, that every act ovigi- *
nates from our own government, that the Nabob is a mere
pageant without the shadow of authority, and even his
moit consequential agents receive their express nomina-
tion from the servants of the Company.”! The opposing
prty, however, thought it would be still politic, to up-
hold the pretext of “ a country government,” for managing
all diseussions with foreign factories, And, if ultimately
it should, they say, “ be neces#ary to muaintain the authority
of the country government by foree, the Nabab will call
upon s for that assistance, which we are bound by treaty
to ufford him, and which may be effectually employed in
his name” That party possessed the majority of votes,
and their séhemes, of course ,were carried into execution.*

1 How strange o lapguage this from the pou of the man whe, it & few
fmonths before, had Yepresented the power of the shadow of this shadow, tha

» Rafl Butah, a5 100 groat toéxist with sufoly to the Company in tho bands of

any man ! X L
\Ymm Report of the Seleot Commitice in 17815 sud the Dengel Cousnliar

tions in the Appendix, No. &,
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