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BOO K  IV .
FROM THE ESTABLISHMENT. ON LEGISLATIVE AUTHORITY,

OF ONE EXCLUSIVE COMPANY, IN THE YEAR 1708 , TILL 
THE CHANGE IN  THE CONSTITUTION OF THE COMPANY,
BY THE ACT OF 13T H  GEO. I I I .  IN  1 7 7 3 .

CHAPTER I.

The Constitution of the East India Company, its practical 
Arrangements fo r  the Conduct o f  Business, and, Transac
tions till the Conclusion o f the War with France by the 
Treaty o f Aue-la-Chapclle.

"IVTIEN the competitors for Indian commerce were united BOOK IV.
' ' into 0110 corporate body, and tbo privilege of exclusive chap. i.

trado was founded on legiului ivo authority, the business of ----3-----
the East Iudia Company became regular and uniform. EOS.
Their capital, composed of the shares of the subscribers, 
was a fixed and definite sum. Of the modes of dealing, 
adapted to the nature of the business, little information 
remained to be acquired* Their proceedings tw o  reduced 
to an established routine, or a series of operations periodi
cally recurring. A general description, therefore, of the 
plan upon which the Company conducted themselves, 
and a statement of its principal results, appear to com
prehend every thing which falls within the design of a 
history of that commercial body, during a period of several 
years.
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When a number of individuals unite themselves in any 
c h a f . i. common interest, reason suggests, that they themselves 

'— 7“— should manage as much as it  is convenient for them to 
DOS. manage ; and that they should make choice of persons to 

execute for them such parts of the business as cannot bo 
conveniently transacted by themselves.

It was upon tliis principle, that the adventurers in the 
trade to India originally framed the constitution of their 
Company. They met in assemblies, which were called 
Courts of Proprietors, and transacted certain parts of the 
common business ; and they choso a certain number of 
persons belonging to their own body, and who were called 
Committees,1 to manage, for them, other parts of the 
business, which they could not so well perform themselves.
The whole of the managing business, therefore, or tko 

' whole of the government, was in the hands of,—
lnt. The Proprietors, assembled in general court ;
2ndly. The Committees, oalled afterwards the Directors, 

assembled in their special courts.
1 the award of the Earl of Godolphin, power

was distributed between these assemblies according to the 
following plan:

,,,> l‘ -'" * v 111 thft Court of Proprietor,, that. P, any 
share in iU power, it was necessary to bo tho owner of 
£500  of the Company’s stock : and no additional share 
contrary to a more early regulation, gave any advantage or 
more to any proprietor than a single vote.

Tho directors wore twenty-four in number; no person 
was competent to be chosen as a Director who possessed 
less than £ 2,000 of the Company’s stock ; and, of those 
Directors, one was Chairman, and another Deputy-Chair
man, presiding in tho Courts.

Tho Director -, were chosen annually by tho Proprietors 
in their General Court; and no Director could serve for 
more than a year, except by re-election.

Four Courts of Proprietors, or General Courts, were hold 
regularly iu each year, in the months of December, March, 
June, ami September, respectively ; the Directors mi 
summon Courts at other times, as often as they saw cause, 
mid wore bound to summon Courts within ten days, upon

1 Committeesi ho., j cr-/.ir, to whom something in committed, or Intrusted.
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signed by any nine of the Proprietors, qualified BOOK IV.
c h a p . i.

dho Coui*ts of Directors, of whom thirteen were r o q u i- ------------
^ite to constitute a Court, were held by appointment of 
tho Directors themselves, as ofteu, and at such tim es and 
places, as they : ' for the despatch of
affairs.1

According to this constitution, tho supreme power was 
vested in tho Court of Proprietors. In tho first place th< y  
held tho legislative power entire : all laws and regulations, 
all determinations of dividend, all grants of money, wore 
made by the Court of Proprietors. To act under their or
dinances, and manage tho business of routine, was the 
department reserved for the Court of Directors. In tho 
second plaoe, the supremo power was secured to the Court 
of Proprietors, by tho important power of displacing, 
annually, tho persons whom they chose to act in their 
behalf.

In this constitution, if  the Court of Proprietors he re
garded as representing tho general body of the people, tho 
Court of Directors ns representing an sristocrationl senate, 
and tho Chairman as representing the sovereign, we liuvo 
an imago of the British constitution ; a system in which 
the forms of the different species of government, tho mo
narchical, aristocruticol, and demooratical, are mixed and 
combined-

In the constitution, however, of the East India Com
pany, tho power allotted to tho doinoeralicr.l pnrt was mo 
great, that a small portii.m may w'i-m to have l-uen roservi <1 
to tho oilier two. N\.| o n ly  w re tin voiciguty, and the 
aristocracy, both elective, but they were elected from year 
to year : that is, wore ill a fctute of complete dependence 
upon tho democratical part. This was not a ll: no decrees, 
but those of the democracy, were binding, at least in tho 
la it resort; tho ariatoawey, therefore, and monarchy, wore 
subordinate, and subject. Under the common impression 
of democratic ambition, irregularity, and violence, it  might 
bo concluded, that the democratic assembly would grasp 
at tho whole of the power ; would constrain and disturb 
tho proceedings of tliu Chairman and Directors; would

1 Letter..Patent, 10 Will. III., Collection of Charter}, etc.



deliberate with violence and animosity; and exhibit all 
chap. i. confusion, precipitation, and imprudence, which are so 

— ------  commonly ascribed to the exercise of popular power.
DOS. The actual result is extremely different from what the 

common modes of reasoning incite common minds to infer. 
Notwithstanding the power which, by the theory of the 
constitution, was thus reserved to the popular parts of the 
system, all power has centred in the Court of Directors ; 
and the government of the Company has been an oligarchy, 
in fact. So far from meddling too much, the Court of Pro
prietors have not attended to the common affairs even 
sufficiently for the business of inspection ; and the known 
principles of human nature abundantly secured that unfor
tunate result. To watch, to scrutinize, to inquire, is labour ; 
and labour is pain. To confide, to take for granted that all 
is well, is easy, is exempt from trouble, and, to the great 
moss of mankind, comparatively delightful. On all ordinary 
occasions, on all occasions which present not a powerful 
motive to action, the great mass of mankind are sure to 
be led by the soft and agreeable feeling. And if they who 
act have only sufficient prudence to avoid those occurrences 
which arc calculated to rouse the people on account of whom 
they act, the people will allow them abundant scope to 
manage the common concerns in a way conformable to 
their own liking and advantage. It is thus that all consti
tutions, however democratically formed, have a tendency 
to become oligarchical in practice. By the numerous body 
who constitute the democracy, the objects of ambition are 
beheld at so great a distance, and the competition for them 
is shared with so great a number, that in general they make 
but a feeble impression upon tlieir miuds ; the small num
ber, on the other hand, intrusted with the management, 
feed so immediately the advantages, and their affections 
are so powerfully engaged by the presence, of tlieir object, 
that they easily concentrate their views, and point their 
energies with perfect constancy in the selfish direction.
The apathy and inattontion of the people, on the one hand, 
and the interested activity of tho rulers on the other, are 
two powers, the action of which may always be counted 
upon ; nor has the art of government as yet exemplified* 
however tho science may or may not have discovered, any

( i (  ( s i
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ns by winch the unhappy effects of that action BOOK IV. 
vented.1 criAr. i.

l ’or conducting the affairs of tho Company, tlio Directors -----------
divided themselves into parties called Committees ; and 1"08. 
tho business into as many separate shares.2

The first was the Committee of Correspondence, of which 
the business was more confidential, as well ns extensive 
than that of any of tho rest. Its duties were, to study the 
advices from India, and to prepare answers for tho inspec
tion of the Court of Directors: to report upon the number 
of ships expedient for the trade of the season, and the 
stations proper for each: to report upon tho number of 
Servants, civil and military, in the different stations 
abroad; on the demand for alterations, and the applica
tions made for leave of absenco, or leave to return: all 
complaints of grievances, and all pecuniary demands on 
the Company, were decided upon, in the first instance, by  
this Committee, which nominated to all places, in the trea
sury, and in the secretary’s, examiner’s, and auditor’s 
offices. It performed, in fact, the prime and governing 
business of the Company : the rest was secondary and 
subordinate.

The next Committee was that of Law-suits; of which 
the business was to deliberate and direct in all cases of 
litigation; and to examine the bills of law charges. It 
18 uot a little remarkable that thero should bo work 
of this description sufficient to engross tho tinm of a 
committee.

Tl,.. third was the Commit ft-o t*f Treasury. Its business 
was to provide, a.;■ vv:ii-ly tu tho orders of the Court for 
the payment of dividend* an 1 interest on bonds ; to nego 
tiate the Company s loans; to purchase gold and silver for 
exportation: to affix the Company’s seal to bonds and

, Not in the East India Compaiv slow : in the Bulk of Kn(fUm.l, „i,„, the 
COMU, men of wliivh i' suiniar. a*mh>. luu ui»-»yS |.re-.aika. Nor m u tl.o 
cimuiiillences bo found le dllto. «> any Jolnt-unek assorlatlei. In l„:,t..i-y 
of British Commerce. Solicit' docs experiutuc coumoii.uu/o tli - SniiRcniiin Oi 1H1USI1 Yomimiv. . inff aiwuYM’Jgor to ^ r..- - > u>, too much i« ,.> r tl.it

rtifflcuTtV in regard t-» >roml governm ent, is, to p :t them  rc.illv to 
tnlu " f  p^ver, their own mme of rliich y o v e n i i tU

•"JU K IS S riS T n ceo u n t i, derived from ^ o ^ m  ^ r t  on tha b „ ,tocM 
O f the Committees, culled for by th® |i<; ’" t ,,n!; and transmitted
oMrtnlly by the Court of Directors, of yvliu.li t u. uhsiunce in o w n  in 
Mr. liruco's Historical View of Plans for the Government of British India, 
p.ooo.

( C T
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B^SlCivCotlier deeds ; to examine monthly, or oftener, tlio balance 
chap. i. of cash : and to decide, in tlio first instance, on applica- 

— — — tions respecting the loss of bonds, on pecuniary questions 
l<08. ju general, and the delivery of unregistered diamonds and 

bullion.
Tho Committee of Warehouses was the fourth. The 

business of importation was the principal part of its  
charge. It framed the orders for the species of goods of 
which the investment or importation was intended to 
consist: it  had the superintendence of the servants em

ail in the inspection of the purchases ; determined 
upon the modes of shipping and conveyance; superin
tended the landing and warehousing of the goods; arranged 
the order of sa le s; and deliberated generally upon the 
means of promoting and improving the trade.

Tho fifth was tho Committee of Accounts ; of whoso 
duties tho principal were, to examine bills of exchange, :md 
money certificates ; to compare advices with bills ; to exa
mine tbe estimates, and accounts of cash and stock ; and 
to superintend tho office of tho accountant, and the office 
ol transfer, in winch are effected tho transfers of tlio Com
pany h stock and annuit i a, and in v.liich tho foreign letters 
et attorney fur tlmfc purpose are mined.

-\ ooiniuitti o, called tlio C'oijitnitti o ol Buying, was tho 
sixth. Its husinemi wan, to superintend the purchase and 
preparation of tlio standard articles of export, of which 
load and woollens constituted tbe chief; to contract with 
tho dyers and other tradesmen ; to audit their aocimtu, 
aud keep charge of the goods till deposited in the ships for 
exportation.

The Committee of tho House was tho seventh, and its  
business was i . . ami mini rit mi.
Tho alterations and repairs of tho buildings, regulations 
for the aUoiidftiico ol the several officers and clerks, the 
appoint rue nt, of tho inferior servants of the House, aud tho 
control of the sin rotary’s accounts for dome:stic disburse
ments, were included in its province.

Tho eighth Committee, that of Shippings liad the charge 
of purchasing stores, and all other articles of export, ex
cept the grand articles appro)>riatcd to the Committee of 
lhtying; the business of hiring ships, and of ascertaining 
the qualifications of their commanders and officers : of dis-

n S )1 (fiT
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r
outward cargoes ; of fixing seamen’s wages ; BOOT? IT. J 

^^tisgSitig  orders for building, repairing, and fitting out the ciiaf. i. 
ships, packets, &e., of which the Company wero proprietors ; “
and of regulating and determining the tonnage allowed for 
private trade, to the commanders and officers of the Com
pany’s ships.

The niuth was the Committco of Private Trado ; and its  
occupation wo« to adjust tlio accounts of freight, and ot her 
charges, payable on the goods exported for private account, 
in the chartered ships of the Company ; to regulate tlio 
indulgences to private trade homoward: and by examining 
tho commanders of ships, and uthor inquiries, to a vrtain 
how far the regulations of the Company had been violated 
or o b e y e d .

Tho tenth Committee was of a characteristic description.
It was tho committeo for preventing the growth of private 
trado. Its business was to take cognisance of all instances 
in which tlio license granted by tho Company for private 
trado was exceeded; to decide upon tho controversies to  
which tho encroachments of the private traders gave birth; 
and to make application of tho penalties which wero pro
vided for transgression. So oiosely, however, did the pro
vinces of this and tho preceding committee bonier upon one 
another; and so little, in truth, were their boundaries do fined, 
tir.it tlio business of tho one was not unfroquontly traus- 
fwi ■ 1 to the other.

Other transaction.) respecting the employment of troops, 
and tho government e l territory, inquired iul.litioti* to 
( l ie  ; . .1111 I.r e o u im il .l. ns, .-.Iron 11. • " m l  •.ficn v .u .Ja  
b e c a m e  e u n q u .u  Hiui r u le r s .  H id  d’ th e .-e  i t  w ill b o
time to speak when t he e eiits ur.hu which p:wtht.‘c.l
them. .

ijhe chairmen, as the name imports, preside in the 
Court1' whether of directors or pr. p riel ore ; they are tho 
Otvans’ of official couinmuicr. ion between the Company 
ami other parties*'*^ by offica members of all tho

'C0Tlumuticies in which the export branch of the Indian 
trado has all along consisted «  bullion, lead, quicksilver, 
woollen Cloths, and hardware, of which tho proportions havo

Tho oJHoial value of all the exports to India, for tho year

(* ( J S |lO p l| OF CONDUCTING THE COMPANY. \ X  I 7



\ ^ ^ T W l / 0 8 ,  the year in which the union of the two Companies 
was completed, exceeded not £60,915. The following year 

7I~~ 1 if  r°se to £168,3.17. But from this it  descended gradually 
till, in the year 1715, it  amounted to no more than ,£36,997. 

t made a start, however, in the following year; and 
the mediuni exportation for the first twenty years, subse
quent to 1708, was <£92,281 per annum.1 The average 
annual exportation of bullion during the same years was 
£442,350.

The articles of which the import trado of the East India 
Company chiefly consisted, were calicoes and the other 
woven manufactures of India : raw silk, diamonds, tea, por
celain, pepper, drugs, and saltpetre. The official value of 
their imports in 1708 was £493,257 ; and their annual ave- 
rage importation for this and the nineteen following years 
Wan £758,042. A t that period, the official value assigned 
to goods at the Custom House differed not greatly from 
the real value : and the statements which have been made 

} t ie East India Company of the actual value of their 
exports and imports for some of those years, though not 

001 ln& tho Custom House accounts from year to 
3 oar, j>robal dy from their being made up to different periods 

e year, y< l on a sum of jioveml years pretty nearly 
comcido.-' The business of mile is transacted by the East 
India Company in the way of auction. On stated days the 
goods, according t., the discretion of the Directors are nut 
up u> sale at the India House, and transferred to the highest

At first the Company built and owned the ships employed 
in their trade. But in the progress and subdivision of com- 
m( rce> ship-owning became a distinct branch of busmen*; 
and tho Company preferred the hiring of ships, called clmr- 
tci iijg. .it was in hived or chartered ships, accordingly, 
that from this time the trade of the Company was chiefly 
conveyed; and a few swift-sailing vessels, called packets, 
more for tho purpose of intelligoTico than of freight, fomuxl 
with some occasional exceptions, tho only article of ship-

1 Custom Hoiifo Account*. Soe Sir Charles Whitworth’s TaWcs, j>,9.
- try, fm ‘ runnjiJc. the sum ot the oxpi rtn no- twenty ycius, fn.ni 1710, In 

Sir Cli, i|. i Whltwi.rth‘11 TaMe mid that In t !»*• (..riinpiiny's accounts ; tlm 
■ 1 »r in Inn o, No. 7. in tho Appendix to Mr. MAcphcrsun'a -History of 

i u- j.oin • -mroi ivc wltli (mlla. See, too, the ticrngcs hi Bruce's Historical 
view of J'lana for British Jndla, p. TJb.
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Pr°Perly ca^®d their own. This regulation BOOK IV. 
wela considerable portion of the funds or resources of ciiaf. i.

6 ompany, for direct traffic, or the simple transactions -----------
ot buying and selling.1 1708,

That part of the business of the Company which was 
situated in India, was distinguished by several features 
which the peculiar circumstances of the country forced it 
to assume. The sale, indeed, of the commodities imported 
from Europe, they transacted in the simplest and easiest 
of all possible ways; namely, by auction, the way in which 
they disposed of Indian goods in England. A t the begin
ning of this trade, the English, as well as other European 
adventurers, used to carry their commodities to the inte
rior towns and markets, transporting them in the hackeries 
of the country, and established, factories or warehouses 
where the goods were exposed to sale. During the confu
sion, however, which prevailed, while the empire of the 
Moguls was in the progress of dissolution, the security 
which had formerly existed, imperfect as it  was, became 
greatly impaired; and, shortly after the union of the two 
Companies, a rule was adopted, not to permit any of the 
persons in the Company’s service, or under their jurisdic
tion, to remove far into the inland country, without leave 
obtained from the Governor and Council of the place to  
which they belonged. According to this plan, the caro of 
distributing the goods into the country, and of introducing 
them to the consumers, was left to the native and other 
independent tribes.

Ear the purchase, ooHsaMon, and custody of the goods, 
whlcb ’ ’ 'll «•<> freight to England, a complicated 
system of operations was roquiicd. As the statu of the 
country was too iowin respect of civilisation and of wealth, 
to possess manufacturers and merchants, on a largo sc;de 
capable of executing extensive orders, and delivering the 
goods contracted for on pro appointed days, the Company 
were under the necessity of employing their own agents to 
collect throughout the country, in such quantities us pre
sented themselves, the different articles of which the car
goes to Europe were composed. Places of reception wore 
required, in which the goods might be collected, and ready 
upon the arrival of the ships, that the expense of demur-

1 Ninth bye-law of the Company, in Kassel's Collection of Statute-,
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BOClK IV. rage might be reduced to its lowest terms. Warehouses 
c h a p . i. were bu ilt; and these, with the counting-houses, and other

----------  apartments for the agents and business of the place, con-
1‘08- stituted what were called the factories of the Company. 

Under the disorderly and inefficient system of government 
which prevailed in India, deposits of property were always 
exposed, either to the rapacity of the government, or,̂  
under the weakness of the government, to the hands of . 
depredators. It was always, therefore, an object of jmporf 
tance to build the factories strong, and to keep the inmates 
armed, and disciplined for self-defence, as perfectly as cir
cumstances would admit. A t an early period, the Company 
even fortified those stations of their trade, and maintained 
professional troops, as often as the negligence permitted, or • 
the assent could be obtained, of the kings and governors of 
the countries in which they were placed.

Of the commodities collected for the European market, j 
that part, the acquisition of which was attended with the 
greater t variety of operations, was the produce of the loom- 1 
Thu weavers, liko the other laborious classes of India, are 
in tho lowest stago of poverty, being always reduced to tho 
bare iiiriuiH of tlm most .■•canty Mib.idonco. They must at 
all times, therefore, be furni i M  with the materials of tlieir 
v  .rk, or tho means of purchasing them; and with rubais- 
im,:c while the piece is under thou- hands. To transact in 
this manm r with each particular weaver, to watch him that 
he may not sell tho fabric which his employer has enabled 
him to produce, and to provide a large supply, is a work of 
infiuito detail, and gives employment to a multitude of 
agents. The European functionary, who, iu each district, m 
the! head of os much business os it is supposed that ho can 
superintend, has first Ids banyan, or native secret my, 
through whom 1. . deerf the business is ouuduotod ; tho
banyan hires a specie'; of broker, culled a geinashtah, at 
is" much a month: tho gomoshtah repairs to the aiming, 
or manufacturing town, which is assigned as his station, 
and there tixo i upon a habitation, which ho call , his 
end diory: ho it, provided with a sufficient number of peons, 
a sort of armed servants, and hircarahs, messengers or let
ter l arriers, by his cmpluycr; these ho immediately di - 
r pan no;, about the place, to summon to him the* daliils,
]iyo..r„ und weavers: tho dall&ls and pycurs arc two sets of
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, whom the pycftrs are the lowest, transacting TOOK IV.
OTjosmess of detail with tho weavers; the dall&ls again chap. i.

transact business with tho pyours: the gomashtah transacts -----------
with tho dallUs, the banyan with tho gomashtah, and tho 1™ . 
Company’s European servant with the banyan. Tho Com
pany’s servant is thus live removes from the workman; and 
it  may easily bo supposed that much collusion and trick 
that much of fraud towards the Company, and much of 
oppression towards the weaver, is tho consequents of the 
obscurity which so much complication implies.1 Ilosidc , 
his banyan; there is attaohod to tho European agent a mo- 
hurrer, or clerk, and a cash-keeper, with a sufficient allow- 
aBo°  of P«»»»ad hircarahs. Along with the gomashtah is 
despatched in the first instance as much money as audio s 
for tho first advance to tho weaver, that is, as suffices 
to purchase the materials, and to ntt'ord him subsidence 
during part at least of the time in which ho is engaged 
with the work. Tho cloth, when made, is collected in a 
warehouse, adapted for the purpose, and called a lcottah.
Each piece is marked with the weaver’s name; and when 
the whole is finished, or when it is convenient for tho go- 
nia -.il ah, ho held* a hitfult, u  tho business is called, when 
e.v-ii l'lOOO is examined, tho price fixed, and the money duo 
upon it paid to the weaver. This last is the stage at which 
cluelly the injustice to tho workman is said to take place ■ „s 
he is thou obliged to content himself with fifteen or twenty 
and ofi.Illr thirty or forty pm- con . lc:!, than his work wo ild 
ti "M in the market. Tie is a sp, ,.k (0 f trnfliowld h could 
not exist l.ul whore the rulers of tlm Countn were IViu.iir- 
ablc to the dealer; m  ovary thing, wi v r, will, h im
tho productive powers of the Ini....rout a
India to the income of tho mum, their pretention we.j but 
Beldom deniedi

The business of India wa ; at this tinieundr r the govern
ment of throe Presidonoiea, one at Bombay, another ut

1 Tho (dwtiimto mlliprenco «f tlic mtiv •• to the Ir o UldLuh 1 < •• imim. M i
llers ll nut cany to quit tho '-i.v!. • *,. ;ii •• i . u,. . j,K.. {utUit ,,.
iuul, under tin* hciv-ronco of tlicir ni »"ikt • :uid ch.u \ tor. which ■.it* ■*!>. i
tin .t -r i.i..i .rtton of the Company* > it v . ilJ 1- .u . t„
nUcitml it. Wh-ro Hie agent. however, la luiclliuonl. un.l <s.*quMli«C*<l v irl» tho 
lan«u<w mill mannani of the people, lie tine* ump.ity -ml impr-ve the busi- 
imm to n certain doffrms; and won- it pcrl-rimd hy met- who had an intfreat 
h) i- lulilish lh»tn»lvt» In the coantrf ,*»4 whuernuhl mithe Itn IpuiIthm, It 
Wi.ul.1 lit uhtell.v i! .j11ii ii Hint rational •' mi which .be tu t.rest of a r tlb n e i . 
people would recoipmenfc.
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Madras, and a third at Calcutta, of which the last had 
c u a f . i . been created so lately as the year 1707, the business at 

" Calcutta having, till that time, been conducted under the 
' government of the Presidency of Madras. These Presi

dencies had as yet no dependence upon one anothor; each 
was absolute within its own limits, and responsible only 
to the Company in England. A Presidency was composed 
of a President or Governor, and a Council; both appointed 
hy commission of the Company. The council was not any 
fixed number, but determined by the views of the Direc
tors ; being sometimes nine,andsometimes twelve,according 
to the presumed importance or extent of the business to 
be performed. The Members of the Council were the 
superior servants in the civil or non-military class, pro
moted according to the rule of seniority, unless where 
directions from home prescribed aberration. All power 
was lodged in the President and Council jointly; nor could 
anything bo transacted, except by a majority of votes. 
When any man became a ruler, he was not however de
barred from subordinate functions; and the members of 
council, by natural consequence, distributed all the most 
lucrative offices among themselves.1 Of tho offices which 
any man held, that which was the chief source of his gain 
failed not to be the chief object of his attention; aiid the 
business of tho Council, the duties of governing’ did not 
in general, engross the greatest part of tho study and care 
of a Member of Council. It seldom, if ever, happened that 
lessor more of the Members of Council were not appointed 
as chiefs of the more important factories under the Presi
dency, and by their absence, were not disqualified for 
assisting in the deliberations of the governing body.
The irresistible motive thus afforded to the persons 
intrusted with the government, to neglect the business

1 Tin ru were no lucrative offices, lor m any years. under the Compunv’s 
nihnliiifltrntion. For sonic time, the salaries of tiie chiefs " f  Bombay aiul Fort 
St. (iconic, did not excued 300/. per annum, and those of the merchants and 
factor wero but 30/. and 20/. per annum . Even as lute as the acquisition of 
all real power In IJeni'al, the salary of a counsellor was 250/.p<>r  annum ; of a 
factor, MU/.; of a writer, as then lately increased, 130/. 'flic advantages 
made by the Cu.upnny's servants, arose front their cngin'ing in the internal 
I i d ports north of the equator,
ox.-ept Tonquin and Formosa (see the text, p .37). In either of those branches 

. much depended upon convenience <>? situation; and, so far, tho 
< 'i"i|.m iy*.h w>r.-noth wore dependant upon the principal, v ith whom it n - .u d  

, V' In re in employ them. Tile official emoluments at inched to any situation, 
re, In all cases, of sunill amount.—W.

' e°5px



I occupied a high rank among the causes to BOOK IV.
the defects at that time in the management of the c h a p . j .

Company’s affairs in India may, doubtless, be ascribed .-----------
Notwithstanding the equality assigned to the votes of all 1708- 
the Members of the Council, the influence of the President 
was commonly sufficient to make tho decisions agreeable to 
his inclination. The appointment of the Members to tlio 
gainful offices after which they aspired, was in a conside
rable degree subject to his determination ; while he had it 
in Ids power to make tho situation even of a member of the 
Council so uneasy to him, that his continuance in the ser
vice ceased to be an object of desire. Under tho notion of 
supporting authority, tho Company always lent an unwil
ling ear to complaints brought by a subordinate against his 
superior; aud in the case of councilmeu disposed to com
plain, it seldom happened, that of the transactions in which 
they themselves had been concerned, a portion was not unfit 
to be revealed.

The powers exorcised by the Governor or President and 
Council, were, in the first place, those of masters in regard 
to servants over all the persons who were in the employ
ment of the company ; and as the Company were tho sole 
master, without fellow or competitor, and those under 
them had adopted their service as the business of their 
lives, the power of the master, in reality, and in tho ma
jority of cases, extended to almost everything valuable to 
man. With regard to such of their countrymen, a . w oo  
not in their service, tho Company were armed with i...,, 
to seize them,to keep them in ciinlinomont,and send them 
to England ; an extent of authority which amounted to 
confiscation of goods, to imprisonment, and what to a 
European constitution is the natural effect of any long 
confinement under au Indian climate, actual death.1 At 
au early period of the Company e history, it had been 
deemed necessary to intrust them with the powers of 
martial law, for the govr.nment of tho troops which they 
maintained in defence of their factories and prosideiicit s ; 
and by a charter of Charles II., granted them in 1601, the 
Presidents and Councils iu their factories were empowered

1 Clow lini-riwmmcnt, dobarrinn o yrim n cr from r.lr. 11 jit. m il excivise a lio .
Kcthcr, lmn i>roluibly never b • n inlllcU-u ‘ ■' 11 \, r n"vnt,
ami its ' ll' > t*», rw n If it iuul been, wuubl nut be r...- i«riij in. re H.j'.inuiu to 
Hf« Hum aimllui treatment elsewhere.—V* •

Iff W jt ICT
\ • V OF CONDUCTING THE COMPANY. £3 j



B.UOK. IV. to exercise civil and criminal jurisdiction according to tlio 
‘ ua: . i. laws of England. Under this sanction they had exercised

— :-----  judicial powers, during all the changes which their affair3
1 •us- had undergone ; but at last it appeared desirable that so

important an article of their authority should rest on a 
better foundation. In the year 1726 a charter was granted, 
by which the Company wore permitted to establish ® 
Mayor s Court at each of their three presidencies, BoW' 
bay, Madras, and Calcutta; 1 consisting of a mayor and 
nine aldermen, empowered to docide in civil cases of all 
descriptions.5 From this jurisdiction, tlio President and 
Goiuioii were erected into a Court of Appeal. They wero , 
also vested with the power of holding Courts of Quarter 
Sessions for the exercise of penal judicature, in all casos, 
excepting those of high treason. And a Court of Ee- 
<[■ .U, or Court of Conscience, was instituted, for the
decision, by summary jirocodurc, of pecuniary question* 
of iueonsidorablo amount.

This reform in the judicature of India was not attended 
with all the beneficial oflocts which woro probably ex- 
ported from it. Negligence was left to corrupt the busi- 
net» of detail. The charter is said to have boon procured 
by the influenoe of m  iiwliiidiml, foe the extension of bis 
own authority ; and when his' onds wero gained his so
licitude expired. The persona appointed to fill the judi
cial oilioes wero the servants of the Company, bred to 
commerce, and nursed in its details ; While a manuscript 
hook of instructions comprised the whole of the assistance 
which tho wisdom of the King and tho Company pro
vided to guide uninst.ructed moil in the administration 
of justice.

Nor was tho obscurity of tho English law, and the in
experience of tho judges, tho only source of the numy 
evils which tho new arrangements continued, or produced. 
Jealousy arose between tiro Councils, and Iho Mayor’s 
Courts. The Councils complained that tho Courts en
croached upon their authority; and the Courts complained

1 ; liDlr.i.v h ill l cn Drcvinu.-’y formed i” (*>:» niur.irijmHty, in Dci-ember ICS7, 
n ru k r tin mitlu.rity oi the* Kin;; in OnuH.il.comii-'ilinf of a mnyor, twelve altlcr-
mm, nii'l tl« y  t»tii>rwia.—\V.

J Tl»© charter o f 1726, v>«n|.rvPendGtl Hie three rrcsldenclea, hot th is v u  
si»l« v»v<U .I by a naw t barter In 17-3. wl.kliUtlif final authority for tliemiiMi- 
f "'I'm «.f tho ihflfercpt Kuropcan couiH ll»on authorlieU. cku  Seventh JU. j crt 
oi Secret Committee, 1773).—W.
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r  (  ^ o i ) ] ? y  o r  c o n d u c t in g  t h e  c o m p a n y . ( f i l s

' ^li^I 'tliGV/ wero oppressed by the Councils. The most TOOK IV. 
'vdefit^'uissonsions often prevailed ; and many of the chap. i.
members of the Mayor’s Courts quitted tho service, a n d ----------- '
went homo with their animosities and complaints. !,flS-

besides tho above-mentioned tribunals established by 
tho Company for tho administration of tho British laws 
to the British people in India, they ereotred, in tho ca
pacity of Zemindar of tho district nrouiul Calcutta, tho 
usual Zemindary Courts, for tho administration of tho 
Indian laws to the Indian people : the Phonjdary Court 
for the trial of crimes; and the C'utcherry for civil causes; 
besides tbo Collector’s Court for matters of revenue. Tho 
judges, in these tribunals, were servants of tho Companv, 
appointed by the Governor and Council, and holding 
offices during pleasure ; the rule of judgment was tho sup
posed usage of tho country, and tho discretion of tho court; 
and tho mode of procedure was summary. Punishments 
extended to fine; imprisonment; labour upon the roads 
in chains for a limited time, or for life ; and flagellation, 
either to a limited degree, or death. The ideas of honour 
prevalent, among the natives, induced the Mogul g .v ni- 
ment to forbid tho European mode of capital punis hruent, 
by hanging, in the case of a Mussulman. In compensa
tion, however, it hud no objection to his being whipped 
to death; and tho flagellants in India are said to bo so 
dexterous, us to kill a man with a few strokes of tho 
chawbuok.1

I  ho executive anti judicial functions were cniniuncd in 
the Councils, at the Indian pre.-irieneios : the p,,v.«re even 
of justices of the peace heiue grunted to tho members of 
Council, and to them alone. If complaints acre not want
ing of the oppression by tie so authorities upon their fel
low-servants, it  is abundantly evident, that the Company 
were judge in their own cause in all cases in which tho 
dispute existed between them and auy oth.

Tho President was Cominnnder-in-Chiof of tho military 
force maintained within his presidency. It consisted, 
partly of the reoruits sent out in the ships of tho Com
pany'; partly of deserters from the other European nations

1 Seventh Report from tlic Committee of Secrecy or tiro State ot the Kant 
In,111 Company, in 1773. -M. Thwo latter particular*are uot burnt :n to; 
llcpurfc referred to.—W.
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BOOK, IVi settled in India, French, Dutch, and Portuguese ; anti 
partly, at least at Bombay and Surat, of Topasses or per- 

—  sons whom wc may denominate Indo-Portuguese either 
the mixed produce of Portuguese and Indian parents, or 
converts to the Portuguese from the Indian faith. These 
•were troops disciplined and uniformed; besides whom, 
the natives were already, to a small extent, employed by

10 Company in military service, aud called Sepoys, from 
the Indian term Sipahi, equivalent to soldier. They were 
made to use the musket, but remained chiefiy armed in 
the fashion of the country, with sword and target; they 
wore the Indian dress, the turban, cabal/ or vest, and long 
drawers; and were provided with native officers according 
to the custom of the country; but ultimately all under 
English command. It had not as yet been attempted to 
train them to the European discipline, in which it was 
possible to ronder them so expert and steady; but con
siderable service was derived from them ; and under the 
conduct of European leaders they were found capable of 
facing danger with great constancy and firmness. What 
at this time was the average number at each presidency, 
is not particularly stated. It is mentioned, that at the 
time when tlic presidency was established at Calcutta in
1 , 0 ,, an effort was made to augment the garrison to 
oUU men.

Tim President was the organ of correspondence bv 
letter, or otherwise, with the country powers. It rested 
with him to communicate to the Council tho account, of 
what ho thus transacted, at any time, and in any form 
which he deemed expedient; and from this no slight ac- 
0 n to hie power was derived.

Tho several denominations of tlio Company's servants 
in India wore, writers, f&otoi'H, junior merchants, and 
senior merchants: the business of the writers, as the 
term, in some degree, imports, was that of clerking, with 
tho interior details of commerce; and when dominion 
succeeded, of government. In tho capnoityof writers they 
remained during fivo years. Tho first promotion was to the 
rank of factor ; tho next to that of junior merchant; in 
each of which tho poriod of service was three years. Af- 
tor 1 hie extent of service, they became senior merchants. 
And out of tho class of senior merchants wore taken by

' G°i&X
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menRjers ° f  the Council, and when no par- BOOK IV. 

cieufer^appointment interfered, even the presidents them- chap. i. 
selves.1 -

Shortly after the first great era, in the ^history of the D08. 
British commerce with India, the nation’was delivered 
from the destructive burden of tho long war with France 
which preceded tho treaty of U trecht: amt though tho 
accession of a now family to tho throne, and the resent
ments which ono party of statesmen had to gratify against 
another, kept the minds of men for a timo in a feverish 
anxiety, not the most favourable to the persevering studies 
and pursuits on which tho triumphs of industry depend, 
the commerce and the wealth of tho nation made rapid 
advances. Tho town of Liverpool, which was not formed 
into a separato parish till 1099, so rapidly increased, that 
in 1715 a new parish, with a church, was creeled ; and it 
doubled its size between 16£)0 and 1720. Tho town of 
Manchester increased in a similar proportion; and was 
computed in 1727 to contain no less than 50,000 inhabit
ants : the manufactures of Birmingham, which thirty 
years before was little more than a village, are stated as 
gi\iug maintenance at that timo to upwards of 110,000 
individuals.1 In 1719, a patent was grantod to Sir Thomas 
Luiube, for his machine for throwing silk, one of the first of 
those noble efforts of invention and enterprise which 1 
raised this country to unrivalled eminence in the useful 
arts. The novelty and powers of this machine, the model 
of which ho is said to have stolen from the Piedmontese, 
into whose manufactories lie in t r o d u c e d  h im s e l f  in tho 
guise of a common workman, excited U10 highest admira
tion ; and its part r&« nances are d.
by llio historians of tho time with curious o w im -s s ;
26,380 wheels, 97,17(1 movement..'), which worked 73,72(1 
Yards of organziuo silk by .-very revolution of the water- 
wheel, 318,504,960 yards hr one da;, and a ni gh'f : a single 
water-wheel giving motion to the whole machine, of which 
anv separate movement might be stopped without ob
structing the r e s t; and one fire communicating warmth 
by heated air to every part of the manufactory, not loss

1 Sec Ninth EerOTt. Sdcd. Commllttv, I7SS.P. U.
a Anderson’* History of Commerce, Anno 17X7.
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BUQli IT. than the eighth part of a mile in length.' London was 
u increased by several new parishes. And from the year 

• 7̂ — - 1708 to the year 1730, the imports of Great Britain, ac- 
cording to the valuation of tlio custom-house hud in
creased from 4,698,663/. to 7,780,019/.; tUo exports from 
6,969,0807. to 11,974,1357= P

During this period of national prosperity, the imports 
ot the East India Company rose from 493,2577, the impor- 

' tation of 1708, to 1,059,7597. the importation of 1730. But 
the other, and not tlio least important, the export branch 
°f the Company’s trade, exhibited another result. As the 
exportation of the year 1708 was exceedingly small, ooni- 
pared with that of 1709 and the following years, it is fair 
to take an average of four years from 1706 to 1709 (two
w ill  1 jl small, tw o  an  increased e x p o rta tio n ), p rod u cin g
105,7737. The exportation of the year 1730 was 135,4847.;
while that of 1709 was 168,3577.; that of 1710, 126 3107.; 
that of 1711, 151,8747.; and that of 1712, 142,3297,

Vi ith regard to the rate of profit, during this period, or 
the real advantage of the Indian trade, the Company, for 
part „1 the year 1708, divided at the rate of live per cent, 
per annum to the proprietors upon 3,163,2007. of capital; 
lor the next year, eight per cent.; for tho two following 
years, nine per cent.; and thence to the year 1716 tom per 
cent, per annum. In the year 1717 thov n an ! , i ; J  1 1
a capital of 3,194,0807., at the same rate of ten ],er e™T 
per annum, and so on till the year 1723. That year the 
dividend was reduced to eight per cent, per annum at 
which rate it continued till the year 1732.“

In the year 1712, on the petition of the Company, the 
period of their exclusive trade was extended by act of 
parliament, from the year 1726, to which by the last regu- 
l.it.ion it stood confined, to the year 1733, with the usual 
allowance of three years for notice, should their privileges 
bo withdrawn.4

In 1 ho year 1710, they obtained a proclamation against 
interlopers. Their complaints, it seems, were occasioned 
by the enterprises of British subjects, trading to India

* Amlorson'a JIUtcry ofComnirrec, a.d. 1710.
* Sir Chnrlea \ \  liilwcrtifn TaMc:, part i. p. 78.

■JEPuTKS iSStV C S? £  » K !7 i£  aow *  c“  «  >“•
4 10 Ann,c. iW. *5c<! Collection o f.Statute*, p. 42.
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\^§ j* 3 $ f€ te re ig n  commissions. As this proclamation an- BOOK IV. 
®*‘e“ u°t the wishes of tho Company, nor deterred their cilat. i.

countrymen from seeking tho gains of Indian traffic, even *— ---- '
’rough all tho disadvantages which they incurred by in- 1708-23. 
rusting their property to tho protection of foreign laws, 

and the fidelity of foreign agents; they were able, in 1718, 
t0 Procure an act of parliament for tho punishment of all 
such competitors. British subjects, trading from foreign 
countries, and under the commission of a foreign govern
ment, wore declared amenable to the laws for tho protec- 
t ion of the Company’s rights ; the Company were authorised
*Kt wia* merobaats of this d<...riptiou when fotad within
their limits, and to send them to E n g la n d , subject to a 
jRiuality of 500/. for each offence.1

Ihe Company s present alarm for tlieir monopoly arose 
from tlio establishment for trading with India,' which 
under the authority of tho Emperor, was formed at his 
port of Ostend. After tho peace of Utrecht, which be
stowed the Netherlands upon the house of Austria, tho 
people of those provinces began to breathe from ’ tho 
distractions, the tyranny, and tho wars which had so Ion -  
wasted their fruitful country. Among other projects of 
improvement, a trade to India was fondly embraced. Two 
ships, after long preparations, sailed from Ostend in the 
.year 1717, under the passports of the Emperor- and 
several more soon followed their example. The India 
Companies of Holland and England wore in the highest 
degree alarmed; and easily communicated their four, ami 
agitations to their respective oormnenl-t. The w ■> ,y ,n t . 
monte not only expostulated, and l,, the highest degree of 
importunity, with the Emperor himself; but, amid the 
important negotiations of that diplomatic period, hardly 
any intorest was more earnestly contended for in tho dis
cussions at the courts bnlh of l ’ni is and Madrid.- Tho 
Dutch captured some of the Ostend East India ships.
The Emperor, who dreamed of an inundation of wealth 
from Indian trade, persevered in Ihb purpose; and granted 
his commission of reprisal to the merchants of Ostoiui

'  Anderson’s Uistory of Commerce, a.d. 171G and 171 hand Collection of Sic-

a See Coxe's Memoirs of Sir Eoticrt and Lord Walpole, and History of tho 
Ilouto of Austria, ad imnoi.
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n the beginning of 1720, they sent no fewer than s is  ves- 
c h a p . i. Sels to India, and as many the year that followed. Tho 
' English East India Company pressed the Government with

renewed terrors and complaints. They asserted that, not 
only the capital, with which the trade was carried on, was 
to a great degree furnished by British subjects, but tho 
trade and navigation were conducted by men who had 
been bred up in the trade and navigation of the British 
Company. They procured, in 1721, another act of parli^- 
mcnt, enforcing the penalities already enacted; and as this 
also failed in producing the intended effects, another act 
was passed in tho spring of 1723; prohibiting foreign ad
ventures to India, under the penality of triple the sum 
embarked; declaring all British subjects found in India 
and not in the service, or under the license of the East 
India Company, guilty of a high misdemeanour; and em
powering the Company to seize, and send them home for 
punishment.1 The Emperor had been importuned, by the 
adventurers of Ostoud, for a charter to make them au ex- 
clusivo company; but, under tho notion of saving ap
pearances in somo little degree with England and Holland, 
or the maritimo powers, ns they wore called in tlio diplo
matic language of the day, ho had induced them to trade 
under passports as individuals. In the month of August, 
however of 1723, the charter was granted; in less than 
twenty-four hours the subscription-books of the Company 
were filled up; and in less than a month the shares were 
sold at a premium of fifteen per cent. Notwithstanding 
the virulent opposition of all the other nations, already 
engaged in tho Indian trade, the Ostend Company expe
rienced the greatest success. At a meeting of Proprietors 
in 172G, tho remaining instalment on the sul us,
o<luol to a dividend of thirty-three and ono-third per cent., 
v.aM paid up from tho guins of tho trade. Put by this time 
polilieid difliculUoa pressed upon tho Ernporor. Ho was 
abandoned by his only ally, the King of >Spain, and op- 
ju>.-,od by a triple allianoo of Franco. Englaud, and Holland. 
To givo satisfaction to this potent confederacy, and to ol> 
tain their support to tho pragmatic suiietiou, or tho gua
rantee of his dominions to his daughter and only child, he 
submitted to sacrifice the Ostoud Company. To save ap-

* a Geo. I. c. 24 ; 7 Geo. 1. C. 21; 9 Geo. I. c. 20.



Vd' and consult tho imperial dignity, nothing was BOOK IV.
stipulated in words, except that the business of the Ostend chap. i .

ompany should he suspended for seven years; but all men -----------
Un< rstood that, in this case, suspension and extinction 1' OB-23. 
Were the same.

1>\ the act of 7 Geo. I.c. • >, the Company were authorised 
to borrow money on their common seal, to the amount of 
the sums leut by them to government, if not beyond the 
sum of five millions sterling in tho whole. They wero 
permitted, however to borrow solely for the purposes of 
their trade. They wew expressly interdicted from re
ceiving moneys in any of tho capacities of a banker ; and 
for that purpose several restrictive clauses were inserted 
in tho act; they were not to borrow any sums payable on 
demand, or-at a shorter date than six months; they were 
not to discount any bills ; or to keep books or cash for any 
persons sole or corporate, or otherwise than for the real 
business of tho Company.1

When the Company commenced operations in India, 
upon the new foundation on which their affairs were placed 
by tho grand arrangements in 1708, Shah Aulmn, succes
sor of Aurungzeb, was Emperor of the Moguls. His se
cond son Azeem-oos-Shaun had been appointed Viceroy of 
Bengsd before the donth of Aurungzeb ; and having bent his 
chief at tention to the amassing of a treasure, against the 
impending contest between the competitors for t he throne, 
he accepted the bribes of the company, and maided them  
proportional privileges. Under his uiillitiiit y they had 
purchased, in J 008, tin Zcuiindiii hip of I ho three towns 
of .Sutanutty, Calcutta, and tloviodpore, with their dis
trict*. When .iV/.ecm-oos-,Shaun left Bengal to assist his 
father, in the war which ensued upon the death of Aurung
zeb, lie left his son Ferokh ,ci his deputy, lu  1712 Shah 
Aulum died; Azeem-oos-Bliaun lost Ids life in the struggle 
fertile succession ; and Eerokbser. by the help of two able 
chiefs, the Sycd brothers, gained tho i Krone. Tim govern
ment of Bengal now devolved upon Jallier Khan, and the 
company experienced a change. J ibs chief, ot Tartar ex
traction, was born at Boorlianporo, in tho Do. am, and rose 
t,o eminence in the latter part of the reign of Aurungzeb, 
by whom he had been appointed dowau (or comptroller 0f

1 Collection of Statutes, p. SO.

(ifft s (fiT
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BofeiS-T^. the revenues) of Bengal. It would appear that he was no- 

c iia p . i. ruinated, by Shah Aulum, to the viceroyalty of Bengal)
----------- shortly after his accession to the throne ; but it is probable
1708-23. that, during the short reign of that prince, the appoint

ment never took place; as, at the time of his death) 
'Ferokhser was in possession of the province. Upon the 
departure, however, of Ferokhser to ascend the imperial 
throne, Jaffier Khan was invested with entire authority, a* 
subahdar of Bengal; and the English Company, along with 
his other subjects,"began speedily to feel the eS'ects of 1)1S 
severe and oppressive administration.1

In 1713, the first year of the reign of Ferokhser, the 
President of Calcutta applied to the Company at home fl)1 
leave to send an embassy, with a handsome present, to the 
Mogul durbar, in hopes of obtaining greater protection 
and privileges. Two of the Company’s factors, under the 
direction of an Armenian merchant, named Serhaud, set 
out for Delhi; and the Emperor, who had received tho 
most magnificent account of the presents of which they 
were tho bearers, ordered them to bo escorted by tho 
governors of the provinces through which they were to 
pass.

They arrived at tho capital on the eighth of July 1715, 
after a journey of three months; and, in pursuance of 
tho advice which had been received at Calcutta, applied 
themselves to gain the protection of Khan Dowran,'- a 
nobleman in favour with the Emperor, and iu the interest 
of Emir Jumla. 'Whatever was promoted by the interest

1 Onnc’s History of the Military Transactions of the British Nation in India,
L 17— 1'.*. Seer Mntakliarr.cu, i. 17 and 2fl'>.

,J Ho is named C.iuiidorah hy Mr. Ormc (ib id . p. 20), who erroneously m akes 
llous't tin, Instead of Abdoolnh Khun, V itlr . — M. It has already W< n inti— 
muted, that a  gieftt distil • lion i-- to 1a; mtulc In (ho m erits of Omie. us mi histo
rian. For all tlir.t regard®, the transactions o f the British in India lie may ho 
iv li l o n : he wan pr. - cut at n in d i that he relate*: h*' v.m m 'iim lithd with 
th e principal jicrnmn engaged, and maintained an ucti\>; oorrespondenee with  
tlifin  ; ami ho mad'' d iligen t uso o f m any valuable* public and private docu
m ents in the KiiftlKb language-, but it is evident tlmt lio woa no Orientalist ; 
jimJ, » o n w 'iu cn tls. had no m >.«•«. written u n it'1' Information In whul regard;; 
triinsuctloim purely Indian; therefore bo is by no means a safe authority, tut 
lio cuiislnnllv iui .'lute, mim ic, and confounds jK-fhoin and events. Khan 
]• M'T.ui w n stlio  nam e of the noble man whom lie nil!" hytlio vulgar rnrrnptloii 
f'aundnurah, d l>c«lile« the it.t.-statement of mio *>cd brother for the other, 
b-re |u-ir.n- 1 o it, he Is wrong ns to the tiume ot the lather o f Ferol.I.scr’'. bride, 
who wru-1 AJIt Sinli, not do*-.v aid Slnh, an lie calhi loin, and wlm bm o an Impor
tant I ir . til.; ov.-nts -d lids period. Scott, ..lm  derives bis knowledge irom 
naUvt iiu'.i.riaiis. Is much more accurate. Auruugwlbo’* Successor*, 13(1. Tod'a 
ltajuatban, 1. 401. -W .
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was opposed by that of the vizir. The BOOK IV. 
! fmmSo also of Jaffier Khan was exerted to defeat an ceiat. i.

^PP ication, which tended to abridge his authority, a n d -----------
Impeach his government. The embassy and costly pre- IVCUS---'- 
sent of the Company wore doomed to imperial neglect, 

not an accident, over which they had no control and 
the virtue of a public-spirited man, who preferred their 
interest to his own, opened an avenue to the grace of 
Ferokhscr. The intemperance of that prince had commu
nicated to him a secret disease, from which the luxury of the 
harem does not always exempt. Under the unskilful treat
ment of Indian physicians, the disorder lingered : and the 
Emperor’s impatience was augmented, by the delay which 
it  imposed upon the celebration of his marriage with the 
daughter of the Raja of Jodpore. A medical gentleman of 
file name of Hamilton accompanied the embassy of the 
English Compauy. The Emperor was advised to make 
trial of his sk ill: a cure was the speedy consequence The 
Emperor commanded his benefactor to name his own 
reward: and the generous Hamilton solicited privileges for 
the Company.1 The festival of the marriage, however en
sued ; during which it would not have been decorous to im
portune with business the imperial mind1; and six months 
elapsed before tho ambassadors could present their peti-
u\T '. }}  Was deliv<sreJ m January, 1716; and prayed, 

that the cargoes of English ships, wrecked on tho Mogul’s 
shonld bo protected from plunder; that a fixed sum 

sliouM bo received at Surat in lieu of all duties , tlmt three 
Milages, contiguous to Madras, which had boon granted 
and again resinned by the government of A root, should ho 
restored in perpetuity, that tile island of Diu the
port of Masulipatam, should be given to the Company, for 
an annual rent; chat all persons in Bengal, who might bo 
indebted to the Company, should be delivered up to tho 
presidency on the first .1 numd; that a passport (Unstiio/t 
in the language of tho country), signed by the president of 
Calcutta should exempt the goods which it specified from 
stoppage or examination by tlio otiioers of the Bengal

1 Tills Incident is related with seine additional rf mini! inures b; Scott. History 
of Aurimi’/.cbe'c Sticocv-ors, p. 13'J. fcioui tho hm oh it  hi which he sj>;-iks 
of the I'.inpcror’i* discuio the very ’ urucIy). he .\p|w;irii not t«. huvo
thought it of the aori which 1* generally represciite'J: the qn>_stlon Ls of small 
tmporuuce.
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X|s^>K^M >government; and that the Company should be permitted 
tchakA to purchase the Zemindarship of thirty-seven towns, in
-----------the same manner as they had been authorized by Azeem-
1708-23. oos-Sbaun to purchase Calcutta, Suttanutty, and Govind- 

poro.”. The power of the vizir could defeat the grants of 
the Emperor himself; and he disputed tho principal 
articles. Repeated applications were made to the Em' 
peror, and at last the vizir gave way; when mandates were 
issued confirming all the privileges for which the petition 
had prayed. To,the disappointment, however, and grief of 
the ambassadors, tho mandates were not under tho seals of 
the Emperor, but only those of the vizir, the authority of 
which the distant viceroys would be sure to dispute. It was 
resolved to remonstrate, how delicato soever the ground on 
which they must tread ; and to solicit mandates to which 
tho highest authority should be attached. It was now tho 
month of April, 171G, when the Emperor, at the head of 
an expedition against tho Seiks, begun his march towards 
Lahore. No choice remained hut to follow the camp. 
J.he campaign was tedious. It heightened the dissensions 
1 a t v. ta n the favourites of the Emperor and the vizir ; the 
ambassadors found their difficulties increased; and con
t e m p l a t e d  it long, and probably a fruitless negotiation, 
when tiny wore advised to bribe a favourite eunuch in the 
seraglio. No sooner was tho money paid, than the vizir 
himself appeared eager to accomplish their designs, and 
the patents were i.-suod under tho highest authority 
Thero was a secrot, of which the eunuch had made his" 
advantage. The factory of Surat, haviug lately boon op
pressed by the Mogul governor and officers, had been 
withdrawn by tho I ‘residency of Bombay, as not worth 
maintaining. It was recollected by the Moguls, that, in 
consequence of oppre... ion, tho factory of Surat had once 
before been withdrawn; immediately after which an 
English fleet had appeared ; had swept tho sea of Mogul 
ftbips, and inflicted 1'. deep wound upon ilio Mogul trea
sury. A •similar Tiaitntion was now regarded as a con
tain consequence ; and, ns many valuable whips of tho 
Moguls were at sea, the event was deprecated with pro- 
pitrtiouul ardour. This intelligence was transmitted to 
the eunuch, by his friend the viceroy of Ginscrat. Tho 
oumith knew what effect it would produce upon iho mind

' G°^%\



\ . \  <|§jj H trVlEEG KS FROM THE EMPEROR. V S j J

; obtained his bribe from tlie English: and BOOK IV. 
Ltien cbnirminicated to the vizir the expectation prevalent cnir. i.
in Guzorat of a hostile visit from an English fleet. The -----------
virir hastened to prevent such a calamity, by granting 1708-23. 
satisfaction. Tho patents wore despatched; and the am
bassadors took leavo of the Emperor in tho month of July 
1717, two years after their arrival.

The mandates in favour of the Company produced their 
full effect in G uzerat and the Deccan: but in Bengal, where 
the most important privileges were conceded, tiie suhah- 
dar, or nohob us he was called by the English, had power to 
impede their operations. The thirty-soven towns which tho 
Company had obtained leave to purchase, would havegiven 
them a district extending ten miles from Calcutta on each 
side of the river Hooglcy; where a number of weavers, 
subject to their own jurisdiction, might have been esta
blished. Tho viceroy ventured not directly to oppose the 
operation of an imperial mandate; but his authority was 
sufficient to deter tho holders of the land from disposing 
of it to the Company; and the most important of the ad
vantages aimed at by the embassy was thus prevented. The 
nabob, however, disputed not the authority of the Presi
dent's dustucks, a species of passport which entitled tho 
merchandise to pass from duty, stoppage, or inspection; 
and this immunity, from which the other European 
traders were excluded, promoted tho vent of the Company’s 
goods.1

1 lie trade of tho Company’s servants oei lusiouod another 
dispute. Besi<h M the bliuilio ru h irh lln  lmlnrsund iteenls 
of the Company w e re  engueoJ t.u p e l  form on the ( 'ompmiv’s- 
account, they bad been allowed to eaivv on an independent 
traffic of their own. for their own profit. Every man had 
in tliis manner a double occupation and pursuit; one for tho 
benefit of the Company, an 1 one for tho benefit of him1 elf.
Either the inattention of 'he feebly interested Directors of 
a common concern had verlooked tho premium for neg
lecting that concern, which was thus bMtMrad Upon I 
individuals intrusted with it  in India : or the shortness of 
their foresight made them count this neglect a smaller evil 
than the additional salaries which their servants, if de
barred from other sources of emolument, would probably *

* Ormc, Hist, at W I 82
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X'$80gKr'TV. require. The President of Calcutta granted his dustucks 
CHAP. I. for protecting from the duties and taxes of the native 

— ——  government, not only the goods of the Company, but also 
1""’0' the goods of the Company’s servants; and possibly the 

officers of that government were too little acquainted with 
the internal affairs of their English visitants to remark tbo 
distinction. The Company had appropriated to themselves, 
in all its branches, the trade between India and the mother 
country. Their servants were thus confined to what was 
called “the country trade,” or that from one part of India to 
another. This consisted of two branches, maritime and 
inland; either that which was carried on by ships from one 
port of India to another, and from the ports of India to tbo 
other countries in the adjacent seas; or that which was 
carried on by land between one town or province and ano
ther. When the dustucks of the President, therefore, were 
granted to the Company’s servants, they were ofton granted 
to protect from duties, commodities, the produce of tho 
kingdom itself, in their passago by land from one district or 
province to another. This, Jafiier Khan, the viceroy, de
clared it his intention to prevent; as a practice at one© 
destructive to his revenue, and ruinous to the native 
traders, on whom heavy duties wore imposed ; ami ho com
manded the dustucks of the President to receive no respect 
cxcopt. for goods, cither imported by sea, or purchased for 
exportation. The Company remonstrated, hut in vain. N or 
were the pretensions of their servants exempt from unplea
sant consequences; as the pretext of examining whether 
the goods were really imported by sea, or really meant for ex
portation, often produced those interferencesof tho officers of 
revenue, from which it was so great a privilege to be saved. 
Interrupted and disturbed in thoir endeavours to grasp 
the inland trade, the Company's servants directed their 
ardour to tho maritime branch; and thoir superior skill 
soon induced the merchants of tho province, Moors, Arme
nians, and Hindus, to freight most of tho goods, which tliov 
exported, on English bottoms. Within ten yearn from the 
1'Croid of the embassy, the shipping of tho port of Calcutta 
increased to 10,000 tone.

The year 1730 wus distinguished by transactions of con
siderable moment in the history of the Company. In 
England a nowsovercieu had hut lately ascended the throne;

(f(g)i) ■ (fiT
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'^^aefew >jnd powerful Opposition made a greater use of BOOK IV. 
the press, and more employed the public mind as a power chai\  i.
in the state, than any party which had gone before them ; -----------
success rendered the trading interest enterprising and high- 1730. 
minded; intellect was becoming every day more enlight
ened, more penetrating, more independent; and experience 
testified the advantages of freedom in all the departments 
of trado.

Though the gains of tho East India Company, had thev 
been exactly known, would not havo presented nn object 
greatly calculated to inflame mercantile cupidity; yet the 
riches of India were celebrated as proverbially great- the 
boastings of the Company, iu the representations they had 
made of the benefit derived to the nation from trading 
with India, had confirmed the popular prejudice ; and a 
general opinion seems to have prevailed, that tho British 
subjects at large ought to be no longer debarred from 
enriching themselves in the trade which was invidiously, 
aud, it seemed imprudently, reserved for the East India 
Company.

Three years were still unexpired of the period of the 
Company’s exclusive charter : yet the plans of those who 
desired a total alteration in the scheme of tho trade were 
moulded into form, and a petition, grounded upon them 
was presented to the legislature so early as Februarv 
1730.

As the payment of 3,200,0001. which the Company lmd 
advanced to government at an interest, of fivo pur "cent, 
was a condition preliminary to Hi.> aboliiion <.f tl.eir ex. 
elusive privileges, tho potilfi'iicrs ollered to lend to go
vernment an equal sum on far more favourable terms.
They proposed to advance the money in five instalments, 
the last at Ladv-day iu 173 ., the date of tho expiration 
of the Company’s charter : requiring, till that period, in
terest on the money paid .t the rate of four per cent., but 
offering to accept of t m o  per cent, for tho whole sum, 
from that time forward : whence, they observed, a saving 
would accrue to the public of 92,0001. per annum, worth, 
at twenty-five years’ purchase, 3,600,0001.'

I s re  a distinct snmmnry of the pro] ->als, and of the arstunenls and 
»vilif,r*nn,» Hi*ti i v of Commerce t a .D. 1730 *o i the proccvdlnK* in 

v lr ik n tcn t! consult liic  Journals, v. .Ut Boyer’s PoBlic.1 S L to , snd lU n-urd 's 
l ’lirlcunentary History.
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For the more profitable management of this branch of 
ciiAi-. i. the national affairs, the following was the scheme which

—-------  they proposed. They would constitute the subscribers to
' this original fund a company, for the purpose of opening 

the triule, in its most favorable shape, to the whole body 
of their countrymen. It was not intended that the Coni' 1 
pany should trade upon a joint stock, and in their corpO" ; 
rate capacity; but that every man in the nation, who 
pleased, should trado in the way of private adventure. 
The Company were to have the charge of erecting and 
maintaining the forts and establishments abroad ; and for 
this, and for other expenses, attending what was called 
“ the enlargement and preservation of the trade,” it  was 
proposod that they should receive a duty of one per cunt, 
on all exports to India, and of five per cent, on all i m p o r t s  
from it. I  or ensuring obedionce to this and other regula- 
tions, it should bo made lawful to trade to India only 
under the license of the Company. And it was proposed 
that thirty-one years, with three years’ notice, should bo 
granted as the duration of the peculiar privileges.

It appears from this account, that the end which was 
proposed to bo answered, by incorporating such a com
pany, was the preservation and erection of the forte 
buddings, and other fixed establishments, recmire.1 f o r  
the trado m India. This was its only use, or intent • for 
tlio business of trading, resigned to private hands wo!s to  
be carried on by the individuals of the nation at lanre 
And, if it were true, ns it has been always maintained 
that for the trade of India, forts and factories are requisite] 
of euch a nature as no individual, or precarious combina
tion of individuals, is competent to provide, this project 
otters peculiar i aims to consideration and respect. It 
promi.sud to supply that demand which has always been 
he M fiu-t Ii, as peculiar to Indian trade. aa the grand ©xa- 
geney which, distinguishing the traffic with India from all 
other branches of trade, rendered monopoly advantageous 
in that peculiar ease, how much soever proved to bo in
jurious in others. While it provided for this real or 
pretended want, it left the trade upon to all the advan
tages of private enterprise, private vigilance, private skill, 
and private economy; the virtues by which individuals’ 
thrive, and nations prosper; and it afforded an interest
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\iW ^ ^ P K m o se d  Company, in the careful discharge of its  BO^ir Wr-^ 
profits were to increase in exact proportion c h a p . i .

i  . . . 0 inoreaae of the trade, aud of course, with tho -----------
facilities and accommodation by which tho trade was 1780. 
promoted.

As no trade was to be carried on by the Company tho 
source, whence dividends to the proprietors w ou ld 'arise 
was tho interest to tic received from Government, and t,Uo 
duties upon the exports and imports : and as tho terri
torial and other duties belonging to the forts and esta
blishments in India were deemed sufficient to defray the 
expense of those establishments, this source was described 
as competent to yield an annual return of tire or six  
per cent, upon tho capital advanced. Under absence of 
risk, and the low rate of interest at tho time, this was 
deemed a sufficient inducement to subscribe. Had the 
pernicious example, of lending the stock of trading com
panies to Government, been rejected, a very small capital 
would have sufficed to fulfil the engagements of such a 
company ; aud either the gains upon it would havo been 
uncommonly high, or the rate of duties upou the trado 
might have been greatly reduced.

The friends of this proposition urged; that, as the 
change which had taken place in the African trade, from 
monopoly to freedom, was allowed to havo produoed groat 
national advantages,it was not to he disputed, that a simi
lar change in the India trado would be attended with 
benefits so much tbc greater, as tho trade was more 
valuable; that it would pioduuo a larger exportation of 
our owu produce and nianulaeturee to India, and create 
employment for a much greater number of ships mid 
seamen; that it  would greatly reduce tho price of all 
Indian commodities to the people at home ; that it would 
enable the nation to supply foreign markets with Indian 
commodities at a cheapor rate, and, by consequence, to a 
larger amount; that new channels of traffic would thence 
bo opened, in Asia and America, as well its in Europe ; that 
a free trade to India would increase tho produce of tho 
customs and excise, and “ thereby lessen tho national 
debt;” that it would introduoe a much more extensive 
employment of British shipping lrom one part of India to 
another, from which great profit would arise ; and that it

’ Go% \



would prevent the nation from being deprived of the re- 
CHAP*1- sources of those who, for want of permission or opportunity 

17 iu f t  home, were driven to employ their skill and capital i“
' Um the Indian trade of other countries.

The attention of the nation seems to have been highly 
excited. Tnree petitions were presented to the House of 
Commons, from the merchants, traders, &c., of the threo 
chief places of foreign trade in England, London, Bristol 
and Liverpool, in behalf of themselves and all other Hi-4 
Majesty’s subjects, praying that the trade to India migh4 
be laid open to the nation at large, and that they might 
bo heard by their counsel at tho bar of the House. The 
press, too, yielded a variety of productions, which coni' 
pared with one auother tho systems of monopoly and free* 
dom, and showed, or pretended to show, the preference due 
to the last. Though competition might appear to reduoe 1 
tho gains of individuals, it would, by its exploring saga
city, its vigilance, address, and economy, even with an 
equal capital, undoubtedly increase the mass of business i 
in other words, tho annual produce ; that is to sav, the 
riches and prosperity of the country. The superior eco- 
nomy the.superior despatch, tho superior intelligence, and 
f ' l,nratu edveuture, while they enable tho dealers to
trattn- on cheaper terms, were found by experience to yield 
a profit on the capital employed, not inferior to what was 
yielded by monopoly ; by the business, for example of the 
East India Company, whose dividends exceeded not eiidit 
per cent. Whatever was gained by the monopolizing 
company, in the high prices at which it was enabled to sel* 
or tho low prices at which it was enabled to buy, was all 
lost by its dilatory, negligent, and . wasteful ' manage
ment. Tliis was not production, but tho reverse ; it 
was not onriching a nation, but preventing its being 
enriched.1 °

'J'ho Company manifested their usual ardour m defence 
of the monopoly. They magnified tho importance of the 
trade ; and asked if it was wise to risk the loss of known 1 
advantages, of tho greatest magnitude, in pursuit of others

‘ It v.t< n VM I, ! by llio  n in v h siit* . nud, ns far as nppMrs, without rontrs- 
< I. - II, O ut torelKiK ri 1>I".'C M il nl Ira't a third part „f the 3t„ !: d  tin, ].

' ,:l- ' •«' "  "'!:<•■»» "•■'thus rnudo fur the beiir.il uf
Oil ; t tfium ruM . I ililid il S ta te, a .d . 1780, xxxJx. 240.
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^y^ctpsp-mulated the exertions of their opponents ; covet- chap. i.
ng the gains of the Company, but unable to produce any -----------

instance of misconduct, without going forty yoara back fol. 17ao. 
tlic materials of their interested accusations • tho Com
pany employed an immense stock in trade, their sales 
amounting to about three millions yearly. Tho customs 
about .£300,000 per annum, for tho service of Government’ 
ought not to bo sacrificed for less than a certainty of an 
equal supply ; and the maintenance of the forts and fac
tories cost £300,000 a year. Where, they asked, was the' 
security, that au open trade, subject to all the fluctuation 
of individual fancy, one year liable to bo great, another to 

,wouldi afford regularly an annual revenue of 
£600,000, for customs and forts ? By the competition of 
so many buyers m India, and of so many sellers in Europe 
the goods would be so much enhanced in price in the one 
place and so much reduced iu the other, that all profit 
would be destroyed, and tho competitors, as had happened 
in the case of the rival companies, would end with asocne 
ot general rum.

Lnder tho increased experience of succeeding times, and 
the progress of the scicnco of national wealth, the ariru- 
ments of tho Company’s opponents have gained, those of 
t he Company have lost, a portion of strength. To exagoo-
L im uortaT rtenCe °A th\ Indian tradui and, becai^c it 
it merelv t *?C, that tho monopoly ought to remain,
*  . } y  V  y '  t h ‘U ' ' v l '" n  a  t i l i n g  i s  i m p o r i a n t ,  i t  o u g h t

Mr o bo improved; in things of uu luuiuuut souivtv 
may be “flowed to make pr.j_-.rtv:, ; iu things of magnitude 
that, progress ought m< r to l mslyand unbaudinglv
opposed. 11110 argument s, unhappily, not confined to 
the case of the East India Company. Whoever has atten
tively traced tho progress of government, will fi„d that it 
has been employed by tho enemies of improvement, at 
every stage ; and only to so fur as it has beau disri -  i 
and contemned, has the condition of man ascended above 
the miseries of savage life. Instead of the maxim, - A 
thing is important, therefore it ought not to be improved,” 
reason would doubtless suggest that tho moro anything is 
important, the more its improvement sUould be studied 
“'id pursued. When a tiling is of small importance, a



X ^ M C S ^ v y p u ia ll inconvenience may suffice to dissuade the pursuil^" 
chat. 1. its  improvement. W hen it  is of great importance, a greafc

■----------  inconvenience alone can be allowed to produce that tt»"
1730. happy effect. If it  bo said, that where much is  enjoyed 

care should be taken to avoid its loss; this is merely 
to say that men ought to bo prudent ; which is very 
true, but surely authorizes no such inference, as that in1" 
provement, in matters of importance, should bo always 
opposed.

The Company quitted the argument, to criminate tho 
avguers: The objections to the monopoly were the impure 
and odious offspring of avaricious envy. But, if the mom)" 
poly, as the opponents said, was a bad thing, and free 
trade a good thing ; from whatever motive they spoke, 
the good thing was to be adopted, the evil to be shunned. 
Thu question of their motives was one th in g; the truth or 
falsehood of their positions another. When truth is spoken 
from a had motive, it is no less truth ; nor is it  less entitled 
to its command over human action, than when it is spoken 
from the finest motive which can enter tho human breast; 
if otherwise, an ill-designing man would enjoy tho wonder
ful power, by recommonding a good course of action, to 
render a bail one obligatory upon tho human race.

If, as they argued, tho East India Company had a largo 
stock in trade, that was no reason why tho monopoly 
should remain. Tho capital of the mercantile body of 
Great Britain was much greater than the capital of tho 
Eo3t India Compauy, and of that capital, whatever propor
tion could find a more profitable employment in the Indian 
trade, than in any other branch of the national industry, 
the Iudiau trade would bo sui'O to receive.

With regard to the annual espouse of tho forts and fac
tories, it  was assorted by tho opponents of the Company ; 
and, as far as appears, without contradiction, that they 
defrayed their own expense, and supported themselves.

As to the customs paid by tho East India Company ; all 
trade paid customs, and if the Iudiau trade increased under 
tho system of freedom, it would pay a grealer amount of 
customs thru it paid before; if it decreased, the capital 
now employed iu it would seek another destination, and 
pay nr bang"and taxes iu the second channel as well as tho 
11 rat. To lay stress upon the customs paid by tho Com-

■ e° i x
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I U  (i°£> J  . /RENEWAL OF t h e  CHARTER. [  , J
*? advantage of the gross ignorance of a BOOK IV 

rpf5tor’ or of a parliament was absurd. chap r
makfl6tblgUrae1t’ tlle co'nl'8«tion of free trade w o u ld ----------

f L i . r r“ha h'r  80 d,ear iu India- and sell so cheap 1730. lu -Lngland, as to rum tliomselvo.s, however i , i 1
Wis contra,iirie.l l,y eiperienoe. What lender, ,Vthis S  
1Q trading with franco, m truilimr with IIoll-i,1 i 9
other country? Or what h inder^  C  e v ^ ^ T J  
business within the kingdom itself? If the two Rest l latIirf 

* f ° “‘Pan,e3 n”neJ themselves by competition, why reason 
fiom a case which bore no analogy whatsoever to the one 
under contemplation ; while the cases which exactly car 
responded, those of free trade, and boundless competition 
led to a conclusion directly the reverse. If two East India

proof5'tl,aTtb'Ul0<l OUO T n er’ ‘f WM °nly a“ aJditio‘wl proof, that they were ineligible instruments of commerce
Z u U ? ™ /™ .9̂  UV ? m the naturc of coml,etitionj but thei circumstances of the competitors. Where twocor-
ponite bodies contended against one another, and the ruiu 
of the one left the field vacant to the other, their couteu- 
tion might very well bo ruinous ; becauso each might

f W  ^  it8  antag°‘“ st a competitionof loss, it would deliver itself from its only rival. Where
i,rtu m!wCbf Ut *iad not one' but ft multitude of com- pcti „rs, the hope was clearly vain of wearing all of them
deal o ^ s u c W  Ev0ry nl*rcbanh’ therefore, would1 t0>ms alone, os allowed him t h e  u s u a l ,  o r  
more than the usual rate o f  profit; a n d  h e  w o u l d  f in d  i t  
his interest to o b s e r v e  an oblige,..-, r a t h e r  than a  h o s t i l e  
deportment towards nthera, that t h e y  might do the !jamo 
toward him. As it is this principle, which produces tho 
harmony and prosperity of trade in all other eases iu which 
freedom prevails, it  remained to be shown why it would 
not produce them in the Indian trade.

The subject was intis tuced into parliament, and dis
cussed. But the advocates for the freedom of (|,e trail# 
were there overruled, and those of monopoly triumphed.

In order to aid the parliament iu coming to such a de
cision as tho Company desired, and to counteract in sonio 
degree tho impression likely to be mado by the proposal 
of their antagonists to accept ot two per cent, for th0 
whole of the loan to Government, they offered to reduce

VOL. in. I)



the interest from five to four per cent., and, as a premium 
c h a p . i .  for the renewal of their charter, to contribute a sum 0f 

— ——  £ 200,000 to the public service. On these conditions it 
1/32. was enacted that the exclusive privileges should be pro

longed to Lady-day in the year 176G, with the usual addi
tion of three years’ notice, and a proviso that nothing i°  
this arrangement should be construed to limit their power 
of continuing a body corporate, and of trading to India on 
their joint stock with other of their fellow-subjects, even 
after their exclusive privileges should expire.*

On tho ground on which the affairs of the East Indin 
Company were now established, they remained till tho year 
1744. From 1730 to that year, the trade-of tho Company 
underwent but little variation. Of goods exported, the 
amount indeed was considerably increased ; but as in this 
Stores were included, aud as the demand for stores, by the 
extension of forts, and increase of military apparatus, was 
augmented, the greater part of the increase of exports may 
bo justly sot down to this account. The official value of 
the goods imported had kept rather below a million 
annually ; sometimes indeed exceeding that sum, but 
commotdy the reverse, and some years to a considerable 
amount ;. with little or no progressive improvement from 
the beginning of tho period to tho end. The exports had 
increased from £135,484, the exportation of tho first year, 
to £478,274, that of the last. But the greater part of the 
increase had taken place after the prospect of wars and the 
necessity of military preparations ; when a great addition 
was demanded in the article of stores.3

Jn the year 1732, tho Company first began to make up 
annual accounts ; and from that period we have regular 
statements of the actual purchase of their exports, and the 
actual sale of their imports. In the year 1732, tho sales of 
tho Company amounted to £1,040,990. In 1774, they 
amounted to £1,997,506 ; and in all the intermediate years 
wort less. The quantity of goods and stores paid for in 
the year 1732 amounted to £105,230; tho quantity paid

1 A* n cnrjHirfito body i - seldom  h u ll  by it* niodiurty, U«. Company :ilload'd 
that On y hail :i right, by a j.rc* c ilinc A ct *»* I’arlminout, to the tnonojuUg ui 
pri-pc-mity; In.!, l<? avoid d! puu«. they consented to  w;i!u- tills rlalin I n- a 

i.i ilijr iv -'it  Yc.-.rn. 3 G oi. II c . M. Colloetiou of Suilut*** p. 78.
A nil. . ....... . 1730. V’. Ill 'ill State. m

J Sir Ci ark’s W hllwjrlU a Tables, part H. p. 9.
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\ - \  $k>  / ■ )  COMPANY’S TKADE. > S j l <
■ for to £-231,318. The quantity of bullion exported BOOK IV.

i!  ̂ l-'-'-,  ̂a -. £393,377 ; tlie quantity exported in 1744, was c n A r . i.
.£458,a 14. The quantity, then, of goods exported was in- -----------
creased, and in some degree, a l so ,  that of bullion, while the 1T41- 
quantity of goods imported remained nearly the same. It 
follows, that the additional exportation, not bavin;; boon 
employed in the additional purchases of goods, must have 
been not merchandise, but stores. It is to be obscrvotl 
also, that in the amount of sales, as exhibited in the Com
pany’s accounts, were included at this time the duties 
paid to Government, stated at thirty per cen t.; a deduc
tion which brings the amount of tho sales to nearly 
tho official valuation of the imports at tho Custom
house.'

In 1732, the Company wero obliged to reduce their 
dividends from eight to seven per cent, per annum ; and 
at this rate they continued till 1744, in which year they 
returned to eight per cent.2 The Dutch East India Com
pany, from 1730 to 173C, divided twentv-fivc pier cent, pier 
annum upon the capital stock ; in 1736, tweutv per cent.; 
for the next three years, fiftei u per cent, per annum ; for 
the next four, twelve and a half per annum ; and, in 1744, 
as much as fifteen per cent.2 The grand advantage of tho 
English East India Company, in the peculiar privilege 
ol having their trade exempted from duties iu Bengal 
and in the other concessions obtained by their embassy 
to tlie court ol the Mogul, had thus produced no im
provement in tho final result, Lho ultimate profits of the 
trade.

Tho Company seem to have been extreme!- anxious to 
avoid a renewal of the di« itnmou on tho utility or fitness 
of the monopoly, and, for that purpose, to foroatal the ex
citement of the public attention by the approach to the 
conclusion of the privileged term. At a moment accord
ingly, when no one wr .t prepared to oppose them ; ami in 
the middle of an expensive war. when the offix ofuuy 
pecuniary facilities was a powerful bribe to tho Govom-

1 Third Report of the Commlttcp f Sertt y. "» the State of the East India 
Company (Htmae of Commons, I < 73), p. i ■

’ ih lf c ’ rhiiosoph. ct Pom. d « . > > * «  Dc«x Indus, par Quillntunc Tin tins Kojnitl.l'- la.- - iu tho „in| 0f tllo
volume.
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\  | spQ5!SiM"fcjneut, they made a proposal to lend to it the s u n T B l* ^  

million, at an interest of three per cent., provided the 
— 7—  period of their exclusive privileges should be prolonged to 

i ' 4C- three years’ notice after Lady-day, 1780. On these con
ditions, a new Act was passed in 1744; and to enablo 
the Company to make good their loan to Government, 
they were authorised to borrow to the extent of a million 
of their bonds.1

On tho death of the Emperor Charles VI., in the year 
1740, a violent war, kindled by competition for the impe
rial thi'oue, and for a share in  the spoils of the house of 
Austria, had begun in Germany. In this contest, France 
and England, the latter involved by her Hanoverian inte
rests, had both engaged as auxiliaries ; and in the end had 
become nearly, or rather altogether principals. From 1730, 
England had been at war with Spain, a war intended to  
annul tho right claimed and exercised by the Spaniards, of 
searching English ships on the coast of America, for con
traband goods. England and France, though contending 
against one auother, with no ordinary efforts, in a cause 
ostensibly not their own, abstained from hostilities di
rectly on their own account, till 1744 ; when the two Go
vernments came to mutual declarations of war. And i t  
was not long before the most distant settlements of 
the two nations felt the oll'eets of their destructive con
tentions.

On the 14th5 of September, 174G, a French fleet anchored 
four leagues to the south of Madras; and landed five or 
six hundred men. On the 15th the fleet moved along the  
coast, while tho troops marched by land ; and about noon 
it arrived within cannon-shot of the town. Labourdon- 
nais, who commanded tho expedition, then landed, with 
the rest of the troops. The whole force destined for the 
siege, consisted of 1000 or 1100 European 1, 400 Sepoys, 
and 400 Oaffres, or blacks of Madagascar, brought from 
tho island of Mauritius : 1700 or 1S00 men, all sorts in
cluded, remained in the ships.5

* AnOrraoVi - History oi Commerce, nil, ml. 1741; Collection of Statute*, p, 84.
IT (tan. I I . , 17.

1 M Ire i 'tn r  l.at>ounlui)nnia, 1.124, l l r 'V m e ,  I . (17, lays tile t i l l , l .  Ilia 
tlat' i,,m , i>-ip,, llinl of tin- U )k*. 'J lie .»M t;le, it appear*. Win u,cu t,y tho111ii:11 11 !,ini,,ri,„i,

” MCin'.ilie, ,u nojira, p. lift. Oftoa, r. 07.
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aojas had, during the space of 100 years, been the BOOK IV 
« o ^ C1P ™Settlement ^bc  ̂English on the Coromandel cHAr. i.

•, tem tol7  belonging to the Company extended -----------
b « W  CV t n? ’ :\ml was abollt one mile in l™ .breadth, the town consisted of three divisions The 
t e t  denommated the white town, in which resided none 
hut the English, or Europeans under their protection 
consisted of about fifty houses, together with the ware’ 
houses and other buildings of the Company, and two 
churches ono an English, the other a Roman Catholic 
church. Jins division was surrounded with a slender 
wall, defended with four bastions, and four batteries but 
weak and badly constructed, decorated with the title of 
Fort St. George. Contiguous to it, on the north side, was 
the division m which resided the Armenian, and tho rich
est of the Indian merchants, larger, and still worse forti
fied than the former. And on the northern side of this 
division was a space, covered by the hovels of the country 
m which the mass of the natives resided. These two divi
sions constituted what was called the black town, The 
English in the colony exceeded not 300 men, of whom 200 
were the soldiers of the garrison. The Indian Christians, 
converts or descendants of the Portuguese, amounted to 

hree or four thousand ; the rest were Armenians, Moham-
th° IUSt “  b- far tllc la>'gcst proportion , and the whole population of the Company's territory 

amounted to about 260,000. W ith the exception of u Z  
ami Batavia, Madras was, in point both of magnitude and 
riches, the most important of the Europciuu establishments 
in India.1

The town sustained the bombardment for five days 
when the inhabitants, expecting an assault, capitulated 
They had endeavoured to save the placo, by the offer of a 
ransom ; but Labourdon ais coveted the glory of display
ing French colours on the ramparta of fort St. George.
Ho engaged, however, his honour to restore the settlement,

1 A I.e tter to a  proprietor of Indie Stock . lmMlshed In 1700, by a person 
a lio  was evidently concerned in the eon rmm- 1 01 Mo-lnw .1! Uic time, 
licit tlw soldiers were not only lew. hut of n 'e r j  indillcrcnt doserlpiim i, th J  
the town was ill pi Hided with sinm unirc’i slows, nnj UiaL ns f<,rtit,.a l .....
n in e In a ruiiiiitu condition Hie ncciHil)' for r H .'. J J 'T J J 'J ' hu'«e. luvUnt 
n it 1 . lie Id the means of u u iu ta m ieg  the establishment abroad m u•aicioucy.—\y.
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Ui iiYK IV and content himself with a moderate ransom ; and oi» 
c h a p . i .  these terms he was received into the town.1 He had Dot:

----------- lost so much as ono man in Tdio enterprise. Among t ' 10
1710, English four or five were killed by the explosion of tbp 

bombs, and two or three houses were destroyed, LaboUr" 
donnais protected the inhabitants, with the care of a w 1” 
of virtue ; but the magazines and warehouses of tho Coni' 
pany, as public property, were taken possession of by tb  
commissaries of the French.2 ,

Labourdonnais, with the force under his command, had 
arrived in India in the month of June, 174G. At that tim 
tho settlements of Franco in the Indian seas were under 
two separate governments, analogous to the English P& 
sidencies ; one established at the Isle of France, tho other 
at Pondicherry. Under tho former of theso governments 
ware placed the two islands ; the one called the isle nl 
France, about sixty leagues in circumference, the otlio* * ••• 
that of Bourbon, of nearly the same dimensions. Thciid 
islands, lying on tho eastern side of Madagascar, between 
the nineteenth and twentieth degrees of latitude, wero diS' 
covered by tho Portuguese, and by them called Come, and 
Moacart nlia... In 1 GUO seven or eight .Frenchmen sottled 
on the island of Ms carenhas ; five years afterwards they 
wore joinud by twenty-two of their countrymen ; the 
remains of the Flench colony which was destroyed in 
Madagascar sought refuge in this inland ; and when it 
became an object of some importance, the French changed 
its name to the island of Bourbon. Tho island of Come 
was, at an early dato, taken possession of by tho Dutch, 
anil by them denominated the island of Mauritius, in 
honour of their leader Maurice, Prince of Orallgo ; but, 
after tho formation of their establishment at. the Capo of 
Good Hope, was abandoned as useless. The Proneh, who 
wore subjoot to great inconvenience by want of a good 
harbour on tho island of Bourbon, took possession ot if in 
17£0, and changed its name from the isle of Mauritius to 
tho isle of Franco. Both islands are fruitful, and pro-

* The m rm oi, cttc.1 In 111,' prorcdlnp w ile , di'" OIK'S dlM luolulo ■ lucli took  
« ■ « «  at hom o. In rr«ard to II yuum t < * ™ “ w j a »  *lr«n  ky thn Sow - 
ini it! i.f Mfldr. . i ' i»Wft mnnov t.» the • • x.t»'11* (.1 1 •> ,0(»0 pugutUs, " lik lt, it in
intlin .it ii, v c rv pnwonitnl lu Hit- Krone'll lonunitmivr as tins price r.f liln mode- 
rnlluti \Y . .

••• Mom. tre pour l.tbuurdonnnl*. I- Onfte,I.<H~M».
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^  )  • I I-ABOURDONNAIS. C C T 33
of Europe, along with most of the tropical B(tQ£ iV.
Some p l a n t s  of coflee, accidentally intro- c h a p . i .

duced from Arabia, sucoooded so well on the island o f -----------
Bourbon, as to render that commodity the staple of the B ^  
island.1

Pondicherry was the scat of the other Indian govern
ment of tho Trench. It had under its jurisdiction the 
town and territory of Pondicherry; and throe 1'uct.orics, 
or C o m p io irone at Mahe, not far south from Tolliclierry 
on the Malabar coast, one at Kuricol on one of tho branches 
of the Coleroon on the Coromandel coast, ami one at 
Chandernagor on the river Hoogley in Bengal.2

The form of tho government at both places was the 
same. It consisted, liko the English, the form of which 
was borrowed from the Dutch, of a Governor, ami a Coun
cil ; tho Governor being President of the Council, and 
allowed, according to the genius of the government in the 
mother country, to engross from the council a greater 
share of power than In the colonies of tho English and 
Dutch. Tho peculiar business of tho Governor and Coun
cil was, to direct, in conformity with instructions from 
home, all persons in the employment of tho Company ; 
to regulate the expenditure, and take care of the re
ceipts ; to administer justice, and in general to watch over 
the whole economy of the establishment. Each of the 
islands had u Council of its own ; but one 1 Joveriun- sulhccd 
for both,1

In 1746, Labouidonuuis was upp« im.cd Govornnr of ill** 
islands. This wubu remurkabl" man, .Ho wan l»**m at St.
Male, in ld!> ), and was entered on board a hip bound for 
the South Sl-u at the age of ton. In 1718, he made a 
voyage to the East indie \ and the Philippine islands, and 
availed himself of the presence of u Jesuit, who was a pas
senger in the ship, to acquire a knowledge of the math.;- 
niaticH After performing several vojogos to other [M.rU 
of the world, he entered for the t o t  time, in 17R>, into 
the service Of t h e  East India Company. «  second lieute
nant of a vessel bound to Surat lie  sailed again to Indio, 
as first lieutenant in 1783 } *w» a thmi Ume’ ^ '.m d

, Knvnall, It *71. M -  i r o v n r t g  -  g  0 ™ e,
3 M . ut rnpra. p -•*» H'l; ' M« moiic* • ontra h u p lc ix  t, u
d Memoir! pour Ubourdonittis, 1. *>• 1 * •p *



\% O K 3^rcaptain in 1724. In every voyage he found opportunity 
cuaim. to distinguish himself by some remarkable action; and 

■ 74,; during the last ho acquired, from another passenger, an 
oihoer of engineers, a knowledge of the principles of forti
fication and tactics. He now resolved to remain in India, 
and to navigate a vessel on his own account. He is said 
o ia \° been the first Frenchman who embarked in what is 

called the country trade ; in which he conducted himself 
"vuth so much skill, as to realize in a few years a consider- 
able fortune. The force of his mind procured him an 
ascendancy wherever its influence was exerted : a violent 
quarrel was excited between some Arabian and Portuguese 
sliips in the harbour of Mocha, and blood was about to bo 
shed, when Labourdonnais interposed, and terminated the 
dispute to tho satisfaction of the parties. So far did his 
service on this occasion recommend him to the Viceroy of 
Goa, that he invited him into the service of the King of 
Portugal, gavo him tho command of a King’s ship, tho 
°r i -1' t> * kr'st, the rank of Fidalgo, and the title of agent 
of his Portuguese Majesty on the coast of Coromandel. In 
tins situation he remained for two years, and perfected liis 
knowledge of the traffic and navigation of India; after 
which, in 17.33, he returned to France. Apprized of his 
knowledge and capacity, the French government turned 
its 1 yes upon him, as a man well qualified to aid in raising 
tbo colonies m the eastern seas from that state of depress 
Sion in which they remained. In 1734 he was nominated 
Governor General of the isles of France and Bourbon 
where he arrived in June 1735. So little had been dono 
for the improvement of these islands, that the people, few 
in number, wore living nearly in the state of nature. They 
wero poor, without industry, and without the knowledge of 
almost any of the useful arts. They had neither maga
zine, nor hospital, neither fortification, nor defensive force, 
military or naval. They had no roads ; thoy had no beasts 
of burden, ami no vehicles. Everything remained to ho 
done by Labourdonnais ; and he was capable of everything.
W ith the hand to execute, as well a- the head to contrive, 
he could construct a ship from the keel : he performed 
■the functions of engineer, of architect, of agriculturist: ho 
broke bulls to tho yoke, constructed vehicles, and made 
roads : ho" apprenticed l>Iack3 to the few handicrafts whom
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>w carried °ut with him : he i>rcvailed upon the iuliabi- BOOK IV. 
VwiisAo cultivate the ground ; and introduced the culture cn A r. i.
of the sugar-cano aud indigo: ho made industry and the -----------
useful arts to flourish ; contending with tho ignorance, 1‘‘16- 
the prejudices, and tho inveterate habits of idleness, of 
those with whom he had to deal, and who opposed him at 
every step. To introduce nuy degree of order and vigi
lance into tho management even of the hospital which he 
constructed for the sick, it was necessary for him to per
forin tho office of superintendent himself, and for a whole 
twelvemonth he visited it  regularly every morning. Jus
tice had been administered by the Councils, to whom that 
function regularly belonged, in a manner which produced 
great dissatisfaction. During eleven years that Labour- 
dounais was Governor, there was but oue law-suit in the 
Isle of France, he himself having terminated all differences 
by arbitration.

The vast improvements which he effected in the islands 
did not secure him from the disapprobation of his em
ployers. The captains of ships, and other visitants of the 
islands, whom he checked in their unreasonable demands, 
and from whom lie exacted the discharge of their duties, 
tilled the ears of tho Company’s Directors with complaints ; 
and the Directors, with too little knowledge for accurate 
judgment, and too little interest for careful inquiry, infer
red culpability, becauso there was accusation. He returned 
to )' rauoe in 1/40, disgusted with his treatment ; aud fully 
determined to resign the government : but the minister 
refused bis consent. It is saitl that being ankini bv one of 
tho Directors of the Company, how it wus, that lie had 
conducted his own affairs an prosperously, and those of the 
Company so much the re.erso; he replied that he had 
conducted his own affairs according to his owu judg
ment: those of tho Company according to that of tho 
Directors.1

Porceiviug, by the s tate of affairs in Europe, that a rup- 
turo was npproaelliug between Franco and the maritime 
powers, his fertile mind conceived a project for striking » 
fatal blow at the English trade m the East. Imparting 
tho design to some of his friends, lie projected that ho 
should bo aided with funds sufficient to equip, as ships of 
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six vessels and two frigates; with which being °11 

the spot when war should be declared, he could sweep the 
174.3 f  ast of th° English commerce, before a fleet could arrive 

for ltf< protection. He communicated the scheme to the 
mimstry, by wliorn it was embraced, but moulded into » 
different form. They proposed to send out a fleet, com
posed partly of the King’s and partly of the Company* 
snips, with Labourdonnais in the command : and though 
he foresaw opposition from the Company, to whom neither 
lie nor the scheme was agreeable, be refused not to lend 
himself to the ministerial scheme, l ie  sailed from L'Orient 
on the Oth of April, 1741, with five ships of the Company: 
one carrying fifty-six ; two carrying fifty ; one, twenty- 
e igh t; and one, sixteen guns ; having on board about 1200 
sailor.-, and 500 soldiers. Two King’s ships had been in
tended to make part of his squadron ; but thev, to l»s 
gn at disappointment, received auother destination. He 
also found that, of the ship’s crews, three-fourths hod 
never before been at sea : and that of either soldiers or 
sailors hardly one bad over firod a cannon or a musket.

Ili!"a was formed to contend with, rather than yield to 
ddlicu tie:-.: and lie began immediately 16 exorcise his men 
with all his industry : or rather will, os nmeh industry as I 
Uioirkrve of esse, sod the opposition it engendered, ren
dered practicable _ Hu arrived at the Isle oflYaneeon the 
n t h  of August, l .  n , where he learned that Pondicherry 
was menaced by the -Main-*has. and that the islauds of 
-Franco and Lourbon had sent their garrisons to its assist- 
tmcc. After a few necessary operations to put the islands 
in security, ho -idled for Pondicherry oil tho 22d of August, 

hero ho arrived on the 3otlj of September. The danger 
I hoiv was blown over; but the settlement at Maho had 
bt’ n eight months blockaded by tho natives. He repaired 
l o t  ho place of dangerchastised  tho enemy; re-ewtal>- 
lishod the factory ; and thou returned to the islands to 
wait lor tho declaration of war butvo n Franco uud Eng- 
land. Hiero bo soon received tho nmrliiyiug orders of tho 
Company to eond home all the vessels under his command.
I’pun i-hin Im again requested leave to resign, and ugaiu 
U"' imumUr refused bin couamil I lia  views were now 
uonime.u,. hi i iolunda, mid he botuok himsolf with his 
pni-Lne ardour to their improvement. On tho J-lth of

■ g°5x



( i f  j I ! LABOURDONNAIS. \ G T *

3 *n ^ lG ° f  tlieso occupations, the BOi&U>r JL—i
W tclli^u/,- arrived of the declaration of war between ciiAr. i.
V^ncSand England ; and Idled his mind with tlio mor- -----------
tifyiug conception of the iiupm laut (liings he now might 
have achieved, but which the mistaken policy or perver
sity of his employer., had pie vented.

Unable to do what ho wished, ho still resolved to do 
what ho could. Ho retained whatever ships had arrivod 
at the islands, namely, one of forty-four guns, one of 
forty, ouo of thirty, one of twenty-six, one of eighteen, 
and another of twenty-six, which was sent to him from 
Pondicherry with the most pressing solicitation to hasten 
to its protection. The islands, at which unusual scarcity 
prevailed, were destitute of almost every requisite equip
ment of tho ships ; and their capluins, chagrined at the 
interruption of their voyages, seconded the efforts of tho 
governor with all tho ill-will it was safo for them to show.
Ho was obliged to make oven a requisition of negroes to 
man the fleet. In want of hands trained to the different 
operations of the building and equipping of ships, he em
ployed tho various handicrafts whom ho was able to 
muster ; and by skilfully assigning to them such parts of 
the business as were most analogous to the operations of 
their respective trades, by furnishing them with models 
which lie prepared himseif, by giving tho most precise 
diroctiuns, and with infinite diligence superintending 
every.operation in person, lie overcame *i» some measure 
the difficulties with which he was Hun-snelcd. In iho 
meantime, intelligence was brought by a frigate, that five 
of the Company s shipr which lie was required to protect, 
and which ho was authorised by the King to command, 
would arrive at the islands in October. They did not 
arrive till January, 1748. 'i'ho d lay had oonmmad a 
„roat  part of the provisions of the former ships : those 
which arrived had rern lining feu- themselves a supply of 
only four months ; they were in had order: and there was 
no time, nor materials, nor hands to repair then. Only 
one was armed. It * hs necessary limy should all be 
armed; and tho moans tor that, pm p.se wore totally 
wanting. The ships’ crows. m.vr; won.] wuh the negroes 
and the handicrafts, Laboufbcua.s tmmetl into com
panies-, bo taught them the manual exorcise, and military 
movements ; showed them how to scale a wall, and apply

■ G0*^\
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^ O O ^ I^ /p o te r d s ';  exercised them in firing at a mark j and employed 
oiA:''I_ the most dexterous among them in preparing themselves 

———— to use a machine, which ho had invented, for throwing 
\vith mortars grappling-hooks for boarding to the distune® 
of thirty toises.1

lie  forwarded tlie ships, as fast as they were prepared, 
to . ladagascar, where they might add to their stock °* 
provisions, or at any rate save the stock which was already 
on board; and he followed with the last on the 24th °* 
March. Before sailing from Madagascar, a storm arose by 
which the ships were driven from their anchorage. On® 
was l03t; and the rest, greatly damaged, collected theiO' 
selves in the bay of a desert island on the coast of Mad*' 
gOscar. Hero the operations of repairing were to bo rc' 
newod ; and in still more unfavourable circumstancos. 
get the wood they required, a road was made across a 
marsh, a league in circumference; the rains were incessant; 
disease broke out among the people; and many of the 
officers showed a bad disposition ; yet the work was pro
secuted with so much efficiency, that in forty-eight days 
the fleet was ready for sea. It now consisted of nine sail, 
containing 3342 men, among whom wore 720 blacks, and 
irom three to four hundred sick.

Ju passing the island of Ceylon, they received intelli
gence that the English ileot was at hand. Labourdonnaia 
summoned his captains on board, many of whom ,1 
shown themselves ill-disposed in the operation of in
dustry ; but all of whom manifested an eagerness to light.
As Labourdonnais understood that he was superior to the 
English in number of men, hut greatly inferior in weight 
of metal, ho declared his intention to gain, if possible tho 
wmd, and to board. On the 6th of July, on tho coast of 
Coioiuaudel, the English fleet appeared to windward ad
vancing with full sail towards the French*

i Tins "com3 to lx- tho name invention, exactly, with Hint o f Captain M m lw  
fe -  throw ing *  r.ijie on board a xcsscl tlf< atm ed  willi Pliii.wrock ‘ ■ In
t  uii tho I ' m  rvation of Sli-pwrerhi tl Person . hy <i. VV. JJanby \ ml 
M' lni.iu- I’DUr IaW urdonnai.-, i .h  >. The obvious f-xj.i-Jicnt of trAiiiintr tho 
failure lm land operations, in of high im portaiuc; atnl it argues little fur the 
hcB.U ot thov who have conducted enterprises In whirl, U . S  V i t  
l.uv. U cn. ».r m r r  to he, em ployed for land - ,x  ,a tlo„B, t|,a t° f

J / ,'" ' <> r. ortvtl to. M-i,  m uch more instru ct;^  thatMh. t uf ill v ,h  
jp !  l1t'- •' ' 1 f  Nv;ir- "  »he contemplation of the Ingenuity, the im liutrv and th*

pp’ to - 'rJ ."  aUj' ,; Jc l,,u  rc^ clln« '•*bu“>‘Jonnai,t Ka jn W rc ,  nt
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after the declaration of war between Franco BOOK IV. 
each o i ! r  e0t’ ?0I“ lstlIIS ° f  two ships of sixty guns ciiap. i.
C om Zlr, % *  T dra f ' p te of twenty, commanded by ---------
cru ized ttfi Btam 1 haa, bcen dosP»t°hcd to India. It 1710.^ed, at first, in two divisions; ono in f],o a , - , i fc.
f it te d  f U° ?t h c r t h ° Straits of Malacca, the places best fitted for intercepting tho French traders, of which 'it 
captured four After rendezvousing at Batavia, tho united
o fJ u lv 1’̂  Z  ' p * 1 o f Cr -oma,Kiel, in’the month 

J , - V174f ‘ . lho t 'overnor of Pondioherrv, the garrison 
of which at that time consisted of only 130 Europeans, 
prevailed on the Mogul Governor of the prot in," u ' ,le’ 
clarc Pondicherry under his protection, and to threaten 
Madras, if the English fleet should commit hostilities on 
any part of his dominions. This intimidated the govern
ment of Madras, and they requested Commodore Barnet 
to confine his operations to the sea ; who accordingly left 
the coast of Coromandel, to avoid the stormy season 
which he passed at Mergui, a port on the opposite coast •
retiforceTbv thfi6 begmiliug of 1746- His fleet was now reinforced by two fifty gun ships, aud a frigate of twenty

Com e°unfitUf and 1 ^  ^  ° f th° “ ^ un *>iips had 
m T teiW e T  f ' T 1' 0’ a,,d’ toSether with the twenty 
died a t F ^ ? * °  ? “gland- Commodore Barnet 
~ d f (n lvM  p ldi m tbe m0nth of April; and was 
was  ̂ • r‘ ^ ton> the second in command, who
Np?, , rig m. th® southward of Fort St, David, near 

gapatnam, when ho descried the enemy just arriving on 
the coast,'

LatxmrdounaiB formed hia line, and waited for the Eng
lish, who kept the advantage of the wind, and frustrated 
his design of boarding. A distant fight began about four 
in the afternoon, and tho Hoots separated for want of light 
about seven. Next mornuig Mr. Peyton called a council 
of war, and it was res lived, because tho sixty gun ship 
was leaky, to sail for Trincomulce. Tho enemy fiiy to tho 
whole day, oxpeoting that the English, who had t.iie wind,
Would return to the engagement. The French, how ever,
Were in no condition to pursue, and sailed for Pondicherry 
at which they arrived on tho eighth day of tho mouthy ' ’

1 0r'ui. i.].p. oa, 03*' Mtaotre, ut auiraiPF-93-00- Mr. Orarc B y> n,

i f  W ) v .  ( c t
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Joseph Francis Dupleix was at that time Governor of 
cjiAtCi. Pondicherry ; having succeeded to the supreme coramW1®

----------- of the French settlements in 1742. To this man are h1
17JC- be traced some of the most important of the modern r»“ 

volutions in India. His father was a farmer-general °* 
the revenues, and a Director of the East India Company- 
He had set his heart upon rearing his son to a lifo 0 
commerce ; and his education, which was liboral, was car®' 
fully directed to that ond. As the study of mathematic^ 
of fortification, and engineering, seemed to engross 
attention too exclusively,1 his father in 1715 sent him t0 
sea ; and he made several voyages to the Indies and An'c' 
rica. He soon imbibed the taste of his occupation, and 
desiring to pursue the line of maritime commerce, l"1* 
father recommended him to the Bust India Company, tiU" 
had sufficient interest to send him out in 1720 as fi1-®* 
Momber of the Council of Pondicherry. Impatient f°r 
distinction, the young man dovoted himsolf to the bus1' 
ness of his office ; and became in time minutely acquainted 
with the commerce of the country. Ho embarked in >*• 
on his own account; a species of adventure from which
t.lio poverty of the sen-nuts of the French Company had 
in general debarred them. In this station ho contiuuod 
for ten years, when his knowledge and talents pointed him 
out as the fitti }t person to superintend the business of tbO 
Company at tlicir settlement at Cliaudernagor in Bengal- 
Though Bengal was the richest part of India, the French

ctiollrnRe of Labourdonnaia was only ft feint,and tlint lie n a i in  no condition  
to  n.ip  v.- tip.' CDsiiK-iinent. l i e  him self, in th e .Nk moire, says tlint it was not a 
fein t, mul tlint c e f u t  a v rr  u n  ex tre m e t e g re t q n 'i l v i t  lea A n g la is  lu i  u /m p p e r -
— M

’! i i  - ; -.crMon enn scarcely l c  t redited, a s , a lthough  th e French rq-.mdron 
more m im-roup than th e ICnglish, tint former conuM ing o f n ine, the 

la tter ..r five sinp s. yet of the latter, four exceeded in num ber nml w eight of 
i n * t i n  ' .i - t t -•••! in  I...1m. urdonnais' fle tt. Il Is very pro!«b lc, there*  
fon  , that Orrue was right.—  W.

1 !i > character 1- uumift tod at sch n ,l l iv n  ml.lnnco to whnt 13
reported of Napoli-on llm npnrUv Ln pn««ituk uvoe Inquullu il so li\ra « i lV'tiido 
den inathifm UiqurM, u- (U'pfmit qu’c lle  lui lr»s|drn poor toun lc«t nrt.Miimablcs qui 
nr 1 ui p-ir.-fi uni*, qm  irivoles, lo . ;tra» to ic  I.Kituruo, itt-lm it, ct im ditutif. 
nu’ello parut lut ilen m r, ct U  rciraiu* qu'olu lui hnsuit tonjuurs pTih rcr m ix  
odhi-» niern onltii »ir. .!• I > ■ \- % ileino irr pour Duidebt, p 2. The coin-
c.ld nco m ch a rw ie r  with Oicac m en *»f another m n n ik iib lo  perfoniurc. Frrdo- 
red. t'e- Great <>f rrusvlu. w hile u l*oy, ' • •-•rhapS a  th tlic lvinaikuu;. l i is  
■M’.tri > i , “ T1 a*. »it de i esprit , son h um our»tod : -.mi.root tarlturne; il pen- 
•»*•»! Ion ; tempd, :ivunt«iu? tic rifpondn*..ninl-i. cn n .tottipoimc.H ropondult Juste."
M ■-'in. nr i do Ircilorlquo Sophie W Uhclniinc do 1 nisac, Margravine do Uaroilh,1. H- 23.



province liad, from want of funds and from BOOKIV. 
^ ^ t ^ t t g o n ie i it ,  remained in a  lo w  condition. The colony c h a p , b

the n' °  je 01 mcd ; and the activity and resources of -----------
o w ™  T |Ua87  BT  I>? d"oed tho most favourable l ™

° ur D ,^U- t  enterprise succeededlangour , Uuploix 011 lus own arpmmt . . ...
ardour into tho oountrv trade, in which ho on7 red ,w‘*il 
inheritance he dcrived'from his father and had^'’̂  *7 °  
not less than twelve vessels, belongin^o h m l h 1 a n n 7 
partners, navigating to Surat, MochCdcdda, thcManUlas! 
the Maldnias, ( . ,ra, aud tho coast of Malilb
He realized a great fortune: during his administration 
more than 2000 brick houses were built at Ohandemagor 
He formed a new establishment for the French Company 
at 1 atna, and rendered tho French commerce in Bengal 
An object of envy to the most commercial of tho Euro
pean colonies.

The reputation which he acquired in this situation 
Pointed him out as the fittest person to occupy the station
thi= ,Ver? °r at PonJichcrry- Upon his appointment to 

■ i nol command, he found the Company in d eb t; and 
Passed by instructions from home, to effect immo- 

U'ly a groat reduction of expense.
eueiH jle7 l0t*0n ° f 0I Pense> m India, raising up a host of 
govern8’18 tu arduous aUtl 11 dangerous task to u European 
betw . ! '^ , Hupleix was informed that war was impending 
^ rai' r ranee and the maritime powers. Pondicherry 
0 . oatlrely open to the sea, and very imperfectly Ibiti'ivd 
. eii towards tho laud, l ie  proceeded, with his usual m- 

dustryj t0 inqUjrt,, t.. plan, and to execute. Though ex
pressly forbidden, under the present circumstances of the 
Company, to incur any expense for fortifications, ho, on 
the prospect of a war with tho maritime powers, mado 
tho works ut Pondicherry a primary objoct. llu had boon 
struggling with the dittloultiea of narrow resources, and 
tho Strong temptation of extended views, about four yearn, 
when Labourdouuuia arrivod in the rotyls.1

Tho mind of Dupleix, though ambitious, active, and 
ingenious, seems to liave possessed but little elevation.
His vanity was excessive, and even cifcmnmto : and be 
Wus uot exempt from the infirmities ol jealousy and re-

i Mdmoire pour Duple x* PP- J -r'-
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\!3lOQfcTv. venge. In the enterprise in which the fleet was destin^ 
c i i A r .  I .  to bo employed, Labourdonnais was to reap the glory'

' ' m>d from the very first he had reason to complain of the fli*
17 • of haughtiness and reserve which his rival assumed. &  

the English were warned out of the seas, and nothing w®4 
to be gained by druizing, Labourdonnais directed hi'1 
thoughts to Madras. The danger, however, was great, 
long as his ships were liable to be attacked, with tb® 
greater part of their crews on shore. He, therefore, d®* 
rnanded sixty pieces of cannon from Duplcix, to place bit® 
on a level, in point of metal, with the English fleet, and 
resolved to proceed in quest of it. Dupleix alleged th® 
danger of leaving Pondicherry deprived of its guns, and 
refused. With a very inferior reinforcement of guns,1 with 
a very inadequate supply of ammunition, and with watof 
given him at Pondicherry, so had, as to produce the dysetw 
tery in his fleet, Labourdonnais put to sea on the 4th of Au' 
gust. On the 17th, he descried the English fleet oft’ Nc- 
gapatnam, and hoisted Dutch colours as a decoy. Tho 
English understood the stratagem, changed their course, 
and fled. Labourdonnais says he pursued them all that 
day and tho noxt ; when, having the wind, they escaped* 
l ie  returned to Pondicherry on tho 23rd, much enfeebled 
by disease, and found all hearty co-operation on tho part 
of the governor and council still more hopeless than 
before. After a scries of unfriendly proceedings,’ under 
which he had behaved with a manly temperance ; after 
Dupleix had even commanded him to re-laud the Pon
dicherry troops, he resolved to send the fleet, which ho 
was still too much indisposed to command, towards Ma
dras, for tho double purpose, of seizing the vessels by 
which tho people of Madras wore preparing to send away 
tho most valuable of their effects, and of ascortajuining 
whether his motions wore watched by the English flock 
The cruize was unskilfully conductod, and yielded little in 
the way of prize ; it afforded presumption, howevor that 
the English (loot hail abandoned the coast. Labourdon-

• 1 abnnrdornioi. < » ,moire, i. 103.) *■ » »t»<o the number o f  the a im .
*o m  Pondicherry, with which he was obll*rd to content hlmnelf. O rm e.f i,4 
I”" • h..« U v,.0,.|efe.,of »|r.,W ;
imlnry, tlmt lie n e v 'r  (lives Itni authorities-
J ' l  .",n vonr l.«i;,.ir.i >u).m , p. Ilo. .nd Ormr.ii. M, who hereMoil- th« accoun t of Lftbourtlominifl.
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''^^ ^ ^ yereforc, a chance of executing his plan upon BOOK IV. 
Madras; He left Pondicherry on tlio 12th of September, CHAr-I- 
anJ 011 tho 14th commoncod the operations, which ended, — T ~ ~  
as wo have seen, in the surrender of tho place. 1746.

It was in consequence of an express article in his orders 
from home, that Labourdonnais agreed to the restoration 
of Madras.' But nothing could bo more adverse to the 
views of Duploix. lie  odvisod, ho ontreated, ho menaced 
ho protested; Lubourdomnais, however, proceeded with 
firmness to fulfil tho conditions into which ha had en
tered. Dupleix not only refused all assistance to expedite 
tho removal of goods, and cuable the ships to leave Ma
dras before the storms which accompany the change of 
monsoon ; ho raised up every obstruction in his power, 
and even endeavoured to excite sedition among Labour
donnais’ own people, that they might seize and send him 
to Pondicherry. On the night of the 13th of October, a 
storm arose, which forced the ships out to sea. Two were 
lost, and only fourteen of tho crew of one of them were 
saved. Another was carried so far to the southward, that 
she was unable to regain tho coast ; all lost their masts, 
and sustained great and formidable injury. Disregarding 
tb ■ most urgent entreaties for assistance, Dupleix main
tained Ilia opposition. At lost, a suggestion was made, 
that the articles of the treaty of ransom should bo so far 
a t Lied, as to afford time to the French, for removal of 
the goods ; and Labourdonnais and the English, though 
■with some reluctance, agreed, that tho period of ev.amut ion 
should ho changed fium tho J e l l .  of October to the 15th 
of January. Tbit. \\u ull that Dupleix desired. Upon 
the departure of Lahourdoimais, v.Inch tho stale of the 
season rendered indispensable, tho place would be de
livered into the hands of Dupluix, and he was not to bo 
embarrassed with the (eUr - of a I r.:a . ••

1 11 -St - s m e ts t f in c n td ff c w l" s o  ■ , »  'I* ?J - . 1  'n n n is .l t  . ' n n s , , , .I'anonn 
tlte .l ,  - „ ||(  t u i r . l c o v  . . . r < » r  *• e. ns. n  t r  « . . .  ,.. l o t  T l.it
Vi .1 1 -1 ->. '1 '-v .'I. Orrv, I '.in t i*o"e tl 1 '1-0(1. 1 -  - t .  . r II. to
l - i  inn dolittihi t a d  lit: - v io l in '  the l o u d  • • i -mi. ul an , h a il  I .....a t  an-
Iionv Oirnnk from nil i.l--i (Vconqive ci Irvin. 1

I'i.,1 later to the rrc.|.rictv-' 1-1 'V <1* ' (-«'• "irdoi.nilf
ln.lrit-tu.nii mow n jrrv a lv . Mo » "  ;'°< ' ' “V  "  u n i
tier '..(It nltornativos in hi, pm.a « »  r'V " i“  “ "»**<*
«  ' U r n  I t .  The ohjt t . f  '  "• ) r ' ’ . K n , n i i  1  W!"  *»
hnnr.i.u tiittr existing Vttlemenw, St lM'< 'ur'- " " 's "« r t  CM*.

ul supra, W>. U i - « -  Ome, 1. « - « •  Boi'leh, to hi, apc,
VOL. H I. E
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ROOK IV. The remaining history of Labourdonnais maybe she1'11-’'
~~ n tai*. i. adduced. Upon his return to Pondicherry, the opposite"' J 

■", " Which he had formerly experienced, was changed to op®1! |
hostility. All his proposals for a union of councils a11'  
of resources were rejected with scorn. Three fresh sh '/  
had arrived from the islands ; and, notwithstanding 
loss occasioned by tho storm, the forco of the French 
still sufficient to endanger, if  not to destroy, tho whole ■’ • 
the English settlements in India.1 Convinced, by tJ1? 
counteraction which he experienced, that he possess®' 
not the means of carrying his designs into executi0®' i 
Labourdonnais acceded to tho proposition of Dupleix tb»l 
he should proceed to Aclieen with such of the ships ^  
wero able to keep tho sea, and return to PondicbelS1- 
aftor they were repaired; resigning five of them to D11' 
pleix to carry out next year’s investment to Europe. h ’ 
its departure, the squadron consisted of seven ships, ol 
which four were in tolerable repair; the rest were iu su<̂ ‘ I 
a condition that it  was doubted whether they could read1 
Aeheeu ; if  this was impracticable, they were to sail hlf 
tho islands. In conformity with this plan, Labourdoh' 
nais divided them into two parts. The first, consisting <’* 
tin) sound v e s s e l s ,  was directed to mnko its wuy to Ached1' 
without waiting for the rest: ho himself remained wit'1 
tho second, with intention to follow, if that were in hi* 
power. The first division outsailed, and soon lost sigh*

lo fo’, involves th e cause o f h is opposition to Labourdonnais in m ystery  ] t wfl* 
u secret, forsooth ! Am i a  secret, too , o f th e m in istry  and the com pany ; " j h-' 
disgrace, th en , w as tripartite: Great consolation to  Labourdonnais] And great 
c-itbfaetion t*» the nation ! “ L e S leur D u p le ix /’ says th e Mdmoirc, » respect^ 
trop It s ordres du m in isters e t  ceux  do la Com pazine pour user publier ici c* 
(ju’.l Ini a ot.j onjoim  d’onhCvulir dans lo p lus p r o f.ml sec re t:” p. 27. In tli*> 
u.: n it sty le of suMerfuffO mul m ystery, th is Is am biguous and equivocal. Th® 
v >i l ordret m ay signify orders g iven  to him  to behave an ho did to Iaibourdoit' 
ii i: .; wnd lids is the som e in w hich It is unde- sto. 1 h;. Yoltuire, who t i •* LC 
pouverncur Dupki.': s ’cxcusa dans ses Meinoirc:. sur des ordres secret* <l ii minis- 
te le . Muir it n ’avait jm retovoir a  six m llle  lim e s  de« ordres concert,ant tint* 
conqiii to qu’on vciiuit de faire, e t quo le ministero do France n ’avait jam ais pU 
prtfvoir. SUc.n ordres f incstes avaient did doniid* par prdvoynucc, its ,<r h ot 
lormcllCinont cov.tr ad Irtolres avee crux  qiic la Bmirdoimals nvr.it appore-J- 
L e mluistbro aiirnit eu  h hc reprochor la pcrUs do u eiif m illions dont on , ,V .a 
la  France en  vlolum ia capitu lation, n>‘ii .mrtout le cruel traitenicnt d>nt il
fa;, a le h'enie, la /nle.ur, e t la niagnaniuote d.» | a  Bourdunnal:..” - • l-raim i. 

Viator, nur l’liidc, Art. 3. B ut flic  v  -rd ordres  m ay also /dj-oify, orders 
im r. ly not to  m close Uic \ rctended seen  t. J his Is a speeies of defence which  
eusrt.* t . ,  r to be r.n ; f>,r it » > •/ be as easily nim ll'd  to the rrcatcsl
vliiany u  to  the greatest wt ith , and is far more likely  to l>e so.
- * Grout, i. 69, 73.



;f w lAh , wlliol‘ I.L;l,JOUrdonnail?> f in in g  >* in BOOK IV. 
tE e lS w i • “w aSt direoted llis oourse 10 citAr. i.
O ra n lw ^ v . Hasten'nS to Em-ope, to make his defence, -----------
sage accusations of Ins enemies, ho took his pas- 1710.
a0e u a su p belonging to Holland. In consequence of 

tin, declaration of war sho was forced into an K„„u n 
harbour. I^aboilrdonnais was recognized and ? 
prisoner ; bht, the conduct which he h ^  «
Madras was known and remembered. All ranks received 
him aitli favour and distinction. That ho might not bo 
detained, a Director of the East India Company offered 
to become security for him with his poison and property

offer01!1'031 8 hbcraIit*  tll° government declinedthe offei, desiring no security but the word of Labour- 
donnais. Ills treatment in France was different The 
representations of Dupleix had arrived; A brother of 
Dupleix was a Director of the Fast India Company : Du- 
pleix had only i rnlated a solemn treaty; Labourdonuais 
had only faithfully and gloriously served his country • and 
he was thrown into the Baatile. He remained in’ that 
prison three years ; while the vindication which ho pub
lished and the authentic documents by which ho sup
ported it, fully established his innocence, and the ardour 
and ability ot his services. He survived his liberation a 
Short time, a memorable example of the manner in which 
a baud government encourages desert.1

He had not taken his departure from Madras, when the 
troops of the Kabul appeared. Dupleix had been able to 
dissuade that native ruler H . yielding liis prelect,,,,, to 
Madras, a sort-mo which the Ki.ghsh, who had i-w aited  
on Commodore Barnet to abstain from molesting Pondi 
cherry, claimed as their duo Dupleix had gained him bv 
the promise of Madras. The Moor (so ut that time the 
Moslems in India were generally called) quickly hoWeyetr 
perceived, that the prom >e was a delusion; and hr now 
proposed to take vengo1 uce by driving tho French f r o m  
the place. As soon as Labourdonuais and his licet dis
appeared, a numerous army ol the Nabob, led by hi sum
invested Madras. From tlio disaster, however, which had

1 Meinoire. u t supra, pp. M l—WO- [J™ 1;; ‘ r ~ ]iv ly scot. 20
V , Italic, amid other pra:„ -ays o( him . 11 "r l'-“ 11 " l . f r a  urn- r . , ,d r *
A la  Irise dons ia mor dc V liidr, -e  q i«  I: . “ i  1 1 “  k  lu i, ct
n *  i'lu ,u ru  dapull.”  fru g m . H j : , r . s a r  U nde, A ., X Hu®»

'j&> /  . * ATE 01’ LABOUBDONKAIS. ' S i l l
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BOOKJiy. befallen tlio fleet, Labourdonnais bad been under tin)
cessity of leaving behind him about 1200 Euroneans, J'!,' 

■—— — ciplinod by him self : the French, therefore, encounter®11 
1 tho Indians ; astonished them beyond measure bv t*1* 

rapidity of their artillery ; with a numerical force whi®* 
boro no proportion to the enemy, gained over them a 
cisivo victory; and first broke the spell which held 
Europeans in subjection to the native powers.1

The masters of mankind, how little soever disposed 
sharo better things with the people, are abundantly wild"' 
to give them a share of their disgrace. Though, on otdy 
occasions, they may affect a merit in despising the pub'lf 
will, they diligently put on the appearance of being c'0'1 
strained by it in any dishonourable action which tb®/ 
have a mind to perform. In violating the treaty wd" 
the English, Dupluix recognised his own baseness ; me®*1/ 
were therefore used to make the French inhabitants 
Pondicherry assemble and draw up a remonstrance again1"' 
it, and a prayer that it might bo annulled. Moved !■’/  
respect for tho general voice of his countrymen, Du' 
pie'* sent his orders to declare tho treaty of ransom a*1' 
nulled ; to take the keys of all magazines ; and to sci^  
cv. ry article of pi operty, except thu clothes of tho woarof 
the moveables of tho houses, and tho jewels of tho worni’O * 
orders which were executed with avaricious exactnos®1 ' 
The governor and principal inhabitants were carried pi" 
soners to Pondicherry, and exhibited, by Duploix in 9 
spocies of triumph.2

Tho English still possessed tho settlement of Port St-

1 MCni'iirc pour Duploix, p. 28; Memoire pour I.nbonnlonnnln, i. 2 j3 ‘ |l
Ilian a cen tury ,” says M r.O nne, I. 7b. “ since any IdunpeJ*** ■ 

nnttoii i had gained u decisive* lulv-atittme in war .tuainstthc i.nUors o f tho 
MdT.t! Jill cxjtorii lire o f  form er unsuco- -1,1 warn, ami tin ‘cuntim -v  | 
m ilitary i.bilu les 'h lc li prevailed in  all the c lo n k * ,, hum  a  l.-ntt dl .u-c o* 
n ui - . l.ad pem nuleU  lim n  that thu M om - %r..iv a b.«v,* .,i.d |Ti 3l 
o.cM v •. .'hen  Un: It . , \U  a t on to  broke through thi < harm o f tills  U m o ii^  
opin ion. by defeating it whole a tm . with a  bUihU) battalion."

- M« in. * > e |..*ur Lul • iir<li.ini:i!«*, i. '.m2. 0* n.< i. 77. I iun leix  m  In'*
npolofry f* ,r p. 27). tlecllm n defend ing ItvucIi of faith , rc,H j, , ,e 
in , m-r pn  U m » of ncre>>\ Uv w hich . lio sayn, 11m- Ministry ami llw  Com'idii* 
enjoined  Iihh. J lxperien oejustiik ath re. Interi m i t . j. - f lu t  th • t lk e r a .. wa# 
•ticli Ad explatiulit.n would en h a n c e; 2 . Tlm t the SllulMrr nn:l the C u m lttn / 
w. n* sh a rer  m i f ,  n T hat having sm !t iMitm-r*, )ii& ^Afctv di«t not Ui ucn«*

i l l *
M inlstry «::•! the Com pany , c i-t in n c l t«* • him It wa* certain , cither that
r' ' • 1 ,r t lull tho M in t* v a -u lll,, i.tj, a n v u m * : Uan r.- in h ru .tiU -

• rouihavv JuiU ;
If *•, Utc inference was lo g k .il. ' H
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r. \  ^  /  ;y TOUT ST. DAVID. ' \ |
\  4-v Jk

' ^ |2 drW >lic coast of Coromandel. It was situated twelve BOOK IV. 
mites iouth  from Pondicherry ; with a territory still larger c h a p , i,
than that of Madras. Besides Fort St. David, at which. -----------
were placed the houses of the Company, and other Euro- 
poans, it contained the town of Cuddalore, inhabited by 
the Indian merchants, and other natives ; and two or 
threo populous villages. The fort was sm all; but stronger 
than any of its size m India. Cuddalore was surrounded, 
on tho three sides towards the land, by walls flanked with 
bastions. On the side towards the soa, it was open, but 
skirted by a river, which was separated from the sea by 
a mound of sand. A part of the inhabitants of Madras 
had, after a violation of tho treaty of ransom, made their 
way to Fort St. David ; and tho agents of the Company at 
that place now took upon themselves the functions of the 
Presidency of Madras, and tho general administration of 
tire English affaire on the Coromandel coast.1

Dupleix lost no time in following up tho retention of 
Madras with an enterprise against Fort St. David, tho re
duction of which would have left him without a European 
rival. In tho night of tho 10th of December, a force con
sisting of 1700 men, mostly Europeans, of which fifty were 
cavalry, with two companies of the Katfrc slaves trained 
by babourdonnais, set mu from Pondicherry, and arrived 
noxt morning in the vicinity of the English fort. The 
garrison, including the men who had escaped from Mu,be-., 
amounted to no more than about ska! Europeans, and luo 
Topasses. At this t me tho English find nut y« L learned lo 
train .Sepoys in the Ennipi in dim i, Cine, lln-ogU 1 Lie Eroneli 
had already set the example, amt had four or five dis
ciplined companies at Pondicherry.* They hail hired, how
ever, S000 of the undisciplined soldiers of the country, 
who are armed promiscuously with swords and target's’ 
bows and arrows, pike- lances, matohloekn or muskets, 
and known among the Europeans by the name of Peons ; 
among these men they had distributed eight or nine 
hundred muskets, and destined thorn for tin. defence of 
Cuddalore. They had also applied lor assistance to the

* Tl.t! tw o important diacoveri-'s for conquering India wi-iv : 1st, H ie w cak- 
n 'v ijo i the native arm ies against European d _■ d ■ 1 / n n l i 'v  o f
im parl,I,r t iu t  discipline to natives In the Lurojxjan a .* , toe. B oth  d iscover^ *
" i  rc libido by the French.

' Gô5x
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BOOK IV. Nabob ; and he, exasperated against the French, by ll!’ 
^eaJLP^i. defeat at Madras, engaged, upon the promise of the EngKfJ 

■ ' to defray part of the expense, to send his army to a^ i3t
1 '* Fort St. David. The French, having gained an advattf*” 

geous post, and laid down their arms for a little rest, 
exulting in the prospect of an easy prey, when an army 1,1 
nearly 10,000 men advanced in sight. Not attempting |1- 
sistance, the French made good their retreat, with twcl'0 
Europeans killed, and 120 wounded. Dupleix immediate!) 
entered into a correspondence with the Moors, to detac“ 
them from the English ; and, at the same time, meditate 
the capture of Cuddalore by surprise. On the night of lb0 
10th of January, 500 men were embarked in boats, with 
orders to enter the river and attack the open quarter 0 
the town at daybreak. But, as the wind rose, and the su>'* 
was high, they were compelled to return.1

Dupleix was fertile in expedients, and indefatigable if  
their application. Ho sent a detachment from Madras into* 
the Nabob’s territory, in hopes to withdraw him to its dc- 
fence. The French troops disgraced themselves by the 
barbarity of their ravages ; but the Indian army remained 
at Fort St. David, and the resentment of the Nabob was 
increased. On the 20th of January, the four ships of La' 
bourdonnais’ squadron, which had sailed to Acheen to 
refit, arrived in the road of Pondicherry. Dupleix con
veyed to the Nabob an exaggerated account of the vast 
accession of force which he had received ; describing tbo 
English as a contemptible handful of men, devoted to 
destruction. “ The governments of Indostan,” says Mr. 
Orme on this occasion, “ have no idea of national honour 
iu the conduct of their politics ; aud as soon as they think 
the party with whom they are engaged is reduced to great 
distress, they shift, without hesitation, their alliance to 
the opposite sido, making immediate advantage the only 
rule < f their action.” A peace was accordingly concluded ; 
the Nabob’s troops abandoned the English ; his son, who 
commanded the army, paid a visit to Pondicherry; 
was received, by Dupleix, with that display in which he 
delighted ; and was gratified by a considerable present."

1 Onnc, 1. 79— BS.
a M. moire jour I :.bourdonnais, i. 269. Sldwoiro pour Dupleix. P- t‘9. Ormo, LM, »5.



- r
i '  V ON FORT ST. DAVID DEFEATED. I  d

as it  would have been, from receiving sup- BOOK IV. 
piios, by the British ships at sea, and by the Nabob’s army c h a p . i .

on land, Pondicherry, but for this treaty, would soon h a v e -----------
been reduced to extremity.1 And now the favourable op- 17 7̂- 
portunity for accomplishing the destruction of Fort St.
David was eagerly seized. On the morning of the 13th of 
March, a French army was seen approaching the town.
After some resistance, it had crossed tho river, which 
flows a little way north from tho fort, and had taken 
possession of its* former advantageous position ; when an 
English floet was seen approaching the road. The French 
crossed the river with precipitation, and returned to Pon
dicherry.2

The fleet under Captain Peyton, after it was lost sight of 
by Labourdonnais, on the 18th of August, oil' Negapatnam, 
had tantalized the inhabitants of Madras, who looked to it 
with eagerness for protection, by appearing off Pullicat, 
about thirty miles to the northward, on the 3rd of Sep
tember, and again sailing away, Peyton proceeded to 
Bengal ; because the sixty-gun ship was in such a c >u- 
dition as to be supposed incapable of bearing the shock of  
her own guns. The fleet was thore reinforced by two 
ships, one of sixty and one of forty guns, sent from Eng
land with Admiral GrifEn ; who assumed the command, 
and proceeded with expedition to save Fort St. David, and 
menaoe Pondicherry. The garrison was reinforced by tho 
arrival of ICO Europeans. (̂X) Topasses, and 100 Sepoys, 
from Bombay, besides 100 Sepoys from TttUiohoiry , in 
tho course of tho year 150 soluioia w. to landed from tho 
Company’s ship.", from England: and in tho month of 
January, 1748, Mujor Lawrence arrived, with a com
mission to command the w hole of the t'ompany’s forces in 
India.2

T h e  four ships which had arrived at Pondicherry from 
Acheen, and which Du mix foresaw would ho in imminent 
danger, when tho English fleet should return to tho coast, 
ho had, as soon as he felt assured of concluding peace with 
the Nabob, ordered from Pondicherry l o Goa. From Goa 
they proceeded to Mauritius, where they were joined by 
three other ships from France. About the middle of June,

1 s<> uyi Dnpleix bimseir, Mvm. p- *?• 3 n
2 Ormc, i. 87 Mem. pour Duploix, p. 29. mp, GO, 17 . yg.
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'^OOKfapthis fleet was descried oil' Fort St. David, making sail, aa»  

^ - t k l r r x .  it intended to bear down upon the English Ad'inii'*1 
— —  Griffin waited for the land wind, and put to sea at nigW> 

u v ' expecting to find the enemy in the morning. But th0 
French Admiral, as soon as it was dark, crowded sail, a111* 
proceeded directly to Madras, where he landed 300 soldier*'' 
and <£i!00,000 in silver, the object of his voyage ; and the*1 
returned to Mauritius. Admiral Griffin sought for him 111 
vain.1 But Dupleix, knowing that several days would 1,0 
necessary to bring the English ships back to Fort St- 
David, against the monsoon, contrived another attack ill**11 
Cuddalore. Major Lawrenco, by a well-oxecuted fain** 
allowed the enemy at midnight to approach the very welt^ 
and even to apply the scaling ladders, under an idea that, 
tho garrison was withdrawn, when a sudden discharge 
artillery and musketry struck them with dismay, an** 
throw them into precipitate retreat.2

Tho Government of England, moved by tho disasters of 
tho nation in India, and jealous of the ascendancy assumed 
by tho French, had now prepared a formidable armament 
for the East. Nine ships of the public navy, one of 
aevonty-feur, one of sixty-four, two of sixty, two of fifty, 
■one of twenty guns, a sloop of fourteen, a bomb-ketch wil l* 
her tender, and an hospital-ship, commanded by Admire1 
Boscawen ; and eleven ships of the Company, carrying 
stores and troops to the amount of 1400 men, set sail from 
England toward tbo end of the year 1747. They had in- 
slructions to capture the island of Mauritius in their way ; 
as a place of great importance to the enterprises of the’ 
French in India But tho leaders of the expedition, after 
examining the coast, and observing tho means of defence, 
wore deterred, by the loss of time which the enterprise 
would occasion. On the 9t.li of August they arrived at

» Admiral Griffin, on lm  return  In England, was b rought to n court-murM il
Alul Ml 1 *M ulo*l I 111! ,S- v itv . for iKT.lK-t'UCO ill not 1 U\ III It .‘.tool | out ... .. ,. ... 
fli-.t r iM iv u u  h'tf riimtii-ii .•: tin- enrm v'n n]• j*• " h : l*y Uuinr w)ih h ,r «.„«
aivu iv l. 1j*; iiavu frnitratc 1 th e nlijeel <»f iho I irn ch s-iu  'ill, n it nnr t, \ n  
br...i-Mt them  to action. Uc  published an a p ic a l uuftima the sentence ,-,01111 h i , '  
Ms defence upon h li l..ivh,K iiiifwed u ,c  land-w Ind on the day bcfoio il... , S

1,1 • »• ‘ryvrtip.,rations to ft.«-ii;nl.« n his .,;r

j ' . ' .V le ? w r * " '1'"*'e,'rv ‘■'nl”d “  1 •“**««• *<•«• . I-J " I....I, ”o 
<»nw\ 1. Orino savs th at *<>0 soldlcrit only were landed hv «i,A

mX'J;,01 311Jni"cix himw>‘ Tmi «»< SI!/ * g  22



y  V P ^ / e r u y  ATTACKED UNSUCCESSFULLY. ' N  1 7  ^
^ <’rl  t>avid, when the squadron, joined to that under BOOK IV. 

formed the largest European force that any one CHAT. r.
power had yet possessed in India.' ------------

IJupleii, who had received early intelligence from France 1718- 
of the preparations for this armament, had been tlio more 
eager to obtain nn interval of friendship with the Nabob,

• and to improve it to the utmost for laying in provisions 
and stores at Pondicherry anil Madras ; knowing well, u.s 
soon as the superior force of the English should appear 
that the Nabob would change sides, ami tho French settle
ments, both by sea and land, would again ho cut oft'from 
supplies.2

1 reparations at Fort St. David had boon made, to ex
pedite tho operations of Boscawen, and ho was in a very 
short time ready for action ; when all Englishmen exulted 
in the hope of seeing the loss of Madras revenged by the 
destruction of Pondicherry. Amid other points of prepa
ration for attaining this desirable object, there was one, to 
wit, knowledge, which they had, unfortunately, overlooked.
At a place called Anoncopang, about two miles to tho 
south-west of Pondicherry, the French had built a small 
fort. When the English arrivod at this place, not a man 
was found who could give a description of it. They re
solved, however, to tako it b\ assault ; but were repulsed, 
and the repulse dejecied the men. Time was precious ; 
foi the season oi the rains, and tho change of monsoon, 
w ro at hand: A small detachment, too, h it at the fort, 
might have held ihe feeble garrison in clu rk : but t wan 
resolved to take Ariancopung at any exponsa : batteries 
were opent d ; but the enemy defended themselves with 
sp ir it: Major Lawrence was taken prisoner in tho trenches.
Several days were consumed, and more would have been 
adtled to them, had no* a part of the enemy’s magazine of 
powder taken fire, which no terrified the garrison, that they 
blow up the walls ami rot routed to l'outlichorry. As if suf
ficient time had n't been h'A.tke English remained five 
days longer to repair the fort, in which they resolved to 
leave a garrison, lest tho enemy should resume possession
during tho siege. ,

They advanced to Pondicherry, ami opened tho trenches i

i Orme, I. , • ,, ...
» tfdmoirc pour D u p lex, p. 31. 33.

■ Gô X



BOOK IV. on the north-west side of the town, at the distance of 
c h a p . i .  1 ,S 0 0  yards from the wall, though it was even then cus- 

—  tomary to open them within 800 yards of the covered V»7‘ 
rhe c“uno11 au“ mortars in the ships were found capable 
of littto execution ; and, from want of experience the ap* 
proaches, with much labour, went slowly on. A t  last the/ 
were carried -within 800 yards of the wall ; when it Wf>3 
round impossible to extend them any further, on account 
o a large morass ; while, on the northern side of the tows, 
they might have been carried to the foot of the glacis 
Batteries, at the distance of 800 yards, were constructed 4)11 
the edge of the morass ; but tho enemy’s fire proved 
double that of the besiegers ; the rains came on ; sickness 
prevailed in the cam p; very little impression had been 
mado on the defences of tho town ; a short tim e would 
make the roads impracticable; and hurricanes were appre
hended, which would drive tho ships from the coast, i t  
was tboreforo determined, by a council of war, thirty-one 
days after tho opening of tho trenches, that tho siego 
should he raised. Duplei.x, as corresponded with tho cha
racter of the man, made a great ostentation and parade on 
this unexpected event. He represented himself as having 
gamed one of the most brilliant victories on record • he 
wrote letters in this strain, not only to Franco, but to’tho 
lnclum pnnccs, and even to tho Great Mogul himself - he 
received in return the highest compliments on his own 
conduct and bravery, as well as on the prowess of his 
nation; and the English were regarded in India as only- a 
secondary and inferior people.1

In November news arrived that a suspension of anna 
bad taken place between England and France: and thia 
was shortly after followed by intelligence of tho treaty of 
Aix-la-Chapclle, in which tho French Government had 
agreed to restore Madras. It was delivered up in August 
with its fortifications much improved. At the distance of 
lour mil* a south from Madras, was the town of San Tom6 
or St. Thomas, built by tho Portuguese, and, in the time of 

‘ °T m o- 5 6 0  OP- 1  ir. D u p le x  p. 32) saya that the tr e n d ..- . rn

u p l .v l t , -  tr en d ) t ,  ,  l„ ,m  CY.mj-.iny. i i i s k !  t- j w j l  .J n ' l''r 
>7 than that D uplclx v a ,  Hefcciive In K r.-nn .l i-eur J ? !  J ’i i / h *  

■lH'lfrir, d f.-r the care with which he kept ut a Ml- tnnee from ••i.ut . t * °
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\  MADRAS r e s t o r e d . l1  I sa i
X ^ J ^ K 's p o r i t y ,  a place of note. It had long, however, COOK J V. 

bv Pi !'- Uce^ to obscurity, and though inhabited mostly chap. i. 
nm- rn  "Y-!"’ hardly been regarded us a possession by -----------
E o m It n l Urr ft".IM!W0™- 11 luul boon found that the 1«». f ° “ an C.atholio priest*, from tlm sympathy of reliiriou 
had conveyed useful information to the French in their

^'a'll'aS- l>revent the like inconvenience 
in turn, it was now taken possession of by the English 

“ J i 10 obnoxious part of the inhabitants ordered to with-

No events of any importanco had occurred at the other 
presidencies, during these years of war. The Viceroy of 
Ecngal had prohibited the French and English from pro
secuting their hostilities in his dominions. This governor 
exacted contributions from the European colonies, for the 
protection which he bestowed; that, however, which he 
imposed upon tlic English did not exceed 100 000. A. 
quantity of raw silk, amounting to 300 bales, bolo’nginv to 
the Company, was plundered by the MahraMas ; and the 
distress which the incursions of that people produced in 
the province, increased the difficulties of traffic*

lh a  trade of the Company oxhibited tho following ro- 
suits I—

Gold and Stores exported. Bolllon do. Total
j l j l  ........ ^ 31 .318   £458,014  £6811,802
l i t '  .......  hi,304   476,853   508,217
j i t ?  .......  205,818   500,020 ... 825,838
l i f l  .......  107,070   770,250   887,235
1718 ;...... 127,824   700,890   834,114
I he bills of Exchange for which the Company paid 

during those years wore :— 1
1741 .......£103,3.0 1747 ....... £4-41,651
1745 ...... 98,213 1748 .......  178 410
1746   417.647

The amount of sales for tho same years (including 
thirty per cent of duties, which remained to bo deducted)
•was:

1744 ....... £1,007,500 1747 ....... £1,739,159
1745   2,480,960 1748   1,"6S,04D
1746   1,602,388

1 Orrae, i. 107,78,131.
•’ TtM'jtoft from «>• Comoro* of fcerncy. 17 U, p. 75.
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The official value at the Custom-house of the imports 
c h a p * ih and exports of the Company, during that period, was a*
----------- follows :

1749.
_ . Imports. Exports.
1744 ........... £743,008 ..............£476,274
1745 ............. 973,705 ............ 293,113
1'4C ...........  646,697 ............ 893,540
4747 ...........  128,733   345,526
1“48   1,098,712   306,337>

Hie dividend was eight per cent, per annum, during the 
whole of the time.2

During the same period, the trade of the nation, not
withstanding the war, had considerably increased. The im
ports had risen from £0,362,971 official value, to £ 8,136,408 i 
and the exports from £11,429,628 to £12,351,433; and, in 
the two followiug years, to £14,099,360 and £lfl,132,004.»

CHAPTER II.
Origin, Progress, an t Hasp.nsian, o f the Contestfor establish

ing Mohammed Ali, Mabob o f the Carnatic.

A NKU seem- is now to ..pot. in the history of the East 
linliu ' nitipany. Before this period they had main- 

tttined the character of mere traders, and, bv humility "and 
submission, endeavoured to preserve a footing in that dis
tant country, under the protection or oppression of tho 
native powers. Wo shall now behold them entering tho 
lists of war ; and mixing with eagerness in tho contests of 
the princes. Duploir, whose views were larger than, at 
that tine, those of any of the servants of tho Company, had 
already planned, in his imagination, an empire f..r tho 
French, und hud entered pretty deeply into the intrigues 
of tho ootmlry powers. The English were the first to 
draw tho sword ; and from no higher inducement than the 
promise of a trilling settlement on the Coromandel coast.

A prince who, amid tho revolutions of that country, 
had, some years .before, possessed nud lost, tho throne of 
Tuuji.ro, repaired to Fort St. David, and entreated the as-

!, 7'1 ' Wlili.r.rth’rt Table*, pari II, p. 6. ,
»t align, la 14. 3 WlllUonti’i  TablM, p. I. part 79. •
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tho English. Ho represented liis countrymen BOOK IV 

teaify to co-operate for his restoration ; and promised ,nvr n ' 
the fort and country of Devi-Cotah, with tho payment of - 
all expenses, if, with their assistance, he should recover his 1749 
rights. Tho war between tho French and English had 
brought to tho settlements ol both nations in that 
of India, a greater quantity of troops than was uciessary 
ior their dclcnco ; and with the mastora of troons it , , , ,  
to ho a law of nature, whenever they p o s se is tL o  
greater abundance than is necessary for defence, to employ 
them tor the disturbance of othors. Tho French ^nd 
English rulers m India showed themselves ' ,
obedient to that law. Tho interests of the Tuujore^ugf 
tivc were embraced at Fort St. David ■ aud in the v„ ■ 
imig of A.j.ril, 17-1!), 4:30 Europeans and 1000 Sepoys with 

f0Ur SmaU mort*™> marched whh him

Tanjore was one of those rajhships, or small kingdoms 
into which the Mohammedans, at their first invasion of 
India, found the country m general divided. It occupied 
little move than the span. Chclns, ,1 and iideisodod bv tho 
numerous.mouths of the river Cavevy. The Ooloroia, 
most northern branch of that river, bounded it on tho 
north, and it extended about seventy miles along the coast 
Y“ ar {  us m,ich Ullan,i from tho sea. Like tho rest of

S d T u ' f u n r r  COUUtry’ il “1'lH.ws to have become d!»- JMndeut upon tile more powerful niiaship of lloeiaimgrur 
before the establishment of the XL h .,L cd a n  i T ®  

tl.e Dec, in ; and nftei wards upon the kingdom of Be,., . 
pore, but KulijiH 1st,11 t„ i(.„ own laws and its own s „ v ~  
or raja who held u n. the -huructor of a Zoinm,lw . 
time of Aiirungzol), it lias beta already seen „ 1 ’
remarkable persoimgs the lather of Sivui. c ’who i, i' 0'.7 
tained a footing in the Carnatic, had entered 
fodumoy with the K qa or Bulygar of Mudkul or Mudum"
against tho Raja o- Zemindar orNaig (fur «« aua Uu U„.’J 
titlos applied to him) of Tanjore, whom they defeated ,Ujd 
slew ; that afterward i quai idling with the R.iia of Mudkul 
about the division of the conquered territory, the Mahvatta 
stripped him of his dominions, took possession botli Y 
Mudkul and Taujoic, cud transmitted them to his poY

I
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BOQKiiy. terit.y.1 H is grandson Shaojee was attacked and taken
ciiar. n. prisoner by Xultikar Khan, who, to strengthen his part} >
■----------- restored him to liis government or zemindary, upon the

1749. death of Aurungzeb. Shaojee had two brothers, Shurfaj00 
and Tukojee. They succeeded one another in tho govern' 
ment, and all died without issue, excepting tho 1̂ '  
Tukojee had three sons, Baba Saib, Nana, and Sahuje1-’- 
Baba Saib succeeded his father, and died without issue- 
Nana died before him, but left an infant son, and his wid0,y 
was raised to the government, by the influence of Seid, the 
commander of tho fort. This powerful servant soon dc" 
prived the Queen of all authority, threw her into prison* 
and set up as raja a protended son of Shurfagee. It suited 
the views of Seid to allow a very short existence to tin3 
prince and his power. He next placed Sahujee, the 
youngest of tho sons of Tukojee, in the seat of govern' 
ment. Sahujee also was soon driven from the throne- 
Seid now vested with the name of sovereign, Prataup 
Sing, a son by one of the inferior wives of Tukojee. This 
was in 1741. The first act of Prataup Sing’s government 
was to assassinate Seid. It was Sahujee who now craved 
the assistance of the English.2 And it was after having 
con- spoinled for years with Prataup Sing, as King of Tan- 
joro ; after having offered to him tho friendship of tho 
English nation ; and after having courted his assistance 
against the French ; that the English rulers now, without 
so much as a pretence of any provocation, and without 
the allegation of any other motive than the advantage of 
possessing Devi-Cotah, despatched an army to dothrono 
him .3

1 V id e supra. A lso A nrungzeb'sO perations in the D eccan ,b y  Scotfc, p . 6 .— M. 
A lso  Duff's History of tho M ahratUu, i. 109.— W.

2 H istory and M anagem ent o f th e E ast India Com pany, from an authentic  
MS. up- m int of Tanjorc. Sec also Ormc, i. 108, w ho, In sumo particular*, waa 
mittuiformed.— M. Duff calls him  Synjee, and adds he was a  leg itim ate son. 
l'ratan p  S ing war, live son of a  concub ine.— \V.

J • T he m oaning ,f ih! t letter Is lo  let your Majesty It now , T shall esteem  it a 
fen-at honour to l>c upon Mich te rm s with your M ijc- tv , n:i m ay be conven ien t 
to  both ; for which reason, I  hoj c , th is will m eet w ith ft crucians acceptance, as 
lik« w Hu the few thing* 1 -end  w ith  it."  L etter fr.-m  0<'ycrtmr Mover to Pra- 
tnup S ing . K i n g  o f ' la i ij .n c ,  dated 30th N o ve m b e r, 174G.— “ I received  your  
letter , and uni glad to h \-ir uf tti»* King «>f Tnnjorc f« -u,l and c iv ility  tow ants 
th e Knglish : l o l l  ins> bo arvjrcd , that alter the arrival o f our sh ip s, which  
v. ill very soon, I will serve the King, and all the M’nple that w ill do u > good 
ne.ihi:,t the 1 tench , who are cncmier, to a ll the world. Letter from Covrrnor 
1 b') cr t,i Mnocajecniko, officer of the K ing of 1 nnjore, dated 3(1 dan 1747.—
“  'llmi in t(1 m quaint y  ur Majesty o f the good new «•<» have i recited  from  
Europe two days p a il, 'i'lic French nation (enem ies both lo  your Majesty and

' e°i&X



— ''S ? P S Procee(led by land, while the battering- BOOK'Ter 
provisions were conveyed by sea. They had ciiaf. ii.

i *5 i 0 Pr°ceed when the monsoon changed, with a vio- ------------
“ numoane. The army, having crossed the river Cole- 1749. 

eon, without opposition, were on the point of turning 
a r° ' i  am “ 8 the woods, which they would have found 

lnextrioable. Some of the soldiers, however, discovered a 
passage along the river, into which they tu n ed  by blind 
but lucky chance ; and this led them, after a march of 
about ten miles, to the neighbourhood of Devi-Cotali 
They bad been annoyed by the Tanjorines ; no partisans 
appeared for Sahujee; it indeed appears not that so much 
as a notice had been conveyed to them of what was de
signed ; and no intelligence could bo procured of tho shins 
though thoy were at anchor only four miles off at the 
mouth of tho river. The army threw at tho fort what 
shells they had, and then retreated without delay.

The shame of a defeat was difficult to bear; and the 
rulers ol Madras resolved upon a second attempt Thev 
exaggerated the value of Devi-Cotali; situated in the most 
fertile spot on the coast of Coromandel ; and standing on 
the river Coleroon, tho channel of which, within tho bar 
wins capable of receiving ships of the largest burden, while 
there was not a port from Masulipatam to Cape Comorin 
Which could receive one of 300 to u s: it was true the 
mouth of the liver was obstructed by sand ; but if that 
could no removed, the possession would bo invaluable, 
th is time, tho expedition, again commanded by Major 
Lawrence,1 proceeded wholly by sea ; and from tho mouth 
of tho river the troops and stores were conveyed up to

the English) had fitted out o force with de-j- n to drive . -
im liii: amt Had they li-.-n ,«ec ■ fnl, the, 1 never lu.Ve & ' “ t  ° nt " r 
belt would have made settlements in whoever part* • i . i
U -st.a, they have already <K~.- at Carkal. he-. ,t 
design  have been prevented ; for our ships m.-t thorn at ho a, ami
destroyed the whole of them ................... .. I do not a t all doubt, tint tb i t  in
short lime wc sliall be :d»i to Vut >'JU In ; ' ■ • n of Car >•;!, winch I be »r
you so m uch w bh for.” ’-/Clter from tlou -nm r I lover to tlm Kin# of Tanlorv 
date 1 I9lh Ian. 1743 See i. 25,, 7 b ,  of a  Collet ti n . f Papers, c untied iVu, o ra  
Papers. published b y  the  East India Coin pan) In three 4 to  \  flum es, m 1 7 7 7  
as  an Appendix to a Vindication ot the Company, draw n u p  by their coup- 
Mr. Hulls, in answer to two ptm phiet?.: one entit c l ,  •M ute .1 Farts  ivlnl 
tive to T an jo rc :” the other, “  Original 1 apers relative t<* Tanjore.” 7 1 .1.
Collection of Papers I ahull commonly quote, under the short title o f  n o u s's

A l‘ il'ujlir Lawrence .lid not rm um iuiJ on tho fir*l Inv.ulu „ o f Tanj i rc t)K  fo 
waj led by Captain Cope. Boua’a Appi ailix, » • - * .  ,oru:

i f  J jT  ) l i  TANJOBB. V X P
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. ,
■SOOIvHV'. Devi-Cotah in boats. Tho army was landed on the side 

chap. xi. of the river opposite to the fort, where it  was propose^
— 2------ to erect tl10 batteries, because the ground on tho sainf

1749. side of the river with the fort, was marshy, covered with
wood, and surrounded by the Tanjore army. After thi*0 
days’ firing a breach was made ; but no axlvantago couh* 
be taken of it till the river was crossed. This was daU' 
gerous, as- well from tho breadth and rapidity of tin1 
stream, as from the number of soldiers in the thicket* 
which covered the opposite shore. To the ingenuity of 11 
common ship’s caipenter, the army was indebted for tW 
invention by which the danger was overcome. A  raft w#* 
constructed sufficient to contain 400 men ; but the difl*' 
culty was to move it across. John Moore, tho man w h’ 
suggested and constructed tho raft, was again ready with 
his aid. Ho swam the river in the n ig h t; fastened to * 
tree on the opposite side a rope which ho carefully con
cealed in the bushes and water; and returned without 
being perceived. Before the raft began to move, soiuo 
pieces of ai-tillery were made to fire briskly upon tho spot 
where the rope was attached ; and moved the Tanjorinc* 
to a distauce too great to perceive it. The raft was moved 
across ; it  returned, and rooroaaod several times, till tlu> 
whole of the tr.„.,« wore lan.lod on the opposite bank. 
Major Lawrence resolved to storm the brooch without 

-delay. Lieutonaut Clive, who lmd given proofs of hi* 
ardent courage at the siege of Pondicherry, oil',-rod to lead 
the attack. Ho proceeded with a platoon of Europeans 
and 70O Sepoys ; but rashly allowing himself, at the bead 
of the platoon, to bo separated from the Sepoys, bo nar
rowly escaped with bis life ; and the platoon was almost 
wholly destroyed. Major Lawx-euoe advanced with the 
whole of his force, when tho sokliex-s mounted the breach, 
and idler a feeble resistance took possession of tho place. 
An accommodation between the contending parties was 
i lici t'. J soon after. Tho roigning king agreed to concede 
to the English tho fort for which they contended, with a 
territory of the annual value of 9000 pagodas ; and they,

' on their part, not only renounced the support of him for 
whom tlioy had pretended to tight as the true and lawful 
king, but agreed to secure his person, in order that ho 
mighl give no further molestation to Prutaup Smg, and
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* ^  V ^ ' V rupees, about ,£400, for his annual BOoW-'U1̂ ^
V1 ma  ̂ " e^ 7h: supposed, that to conquer chap. ii.

uTrjure °r him would have been a frantic attempt. But -----------
o such reflection waa made when a zeal for the justice of 17w- 

ins cause was held up as tho impelling motive of the war- 
ur. can it ho denied that his interests wore very coolly 

resigned. It is oven assorted that, but for tlio humanity 
ot Boseawen, lie would liavo boon delivered int.. the hands 
of lv.it.iup Sing.1 He found means to make his escape 
Irom the English ; who impri-m.el his undo and kept h:i„ 
in confinement for nine years, till ho was released by the 
French, when they took Fort St. David in ITdSd

While the English were occuplod with the unimportant 
conquest of Devi-Ooiah, tlio French had engaged in trans
actions of tho highest moment; and a great revolution was 
accomplished in the Carnatic. This revolution, on which 
a great part of the history of tho English East India Com
pany depends, it is now necessary to explain. Carnatio is 
tho name given to a large district of country along the 
coast of Coromandel, extending from near the river Kistna 
to the northern branch of the Cavery. In extending west- 
ward from the sea, it war; distinguished into two parts, tho 
hist, including the level country between the sea and tho 
hist range of mountains, and entitled Carnatic below the 
c  hunts ; tho second, including the table land between tho

, Nt “U'l second range of mountains, and called Carnatic 
above the Ghauts. A corresponding tract,'extending from 
tlitd northern brunch of tLio Luvcry tuCaj*u Ooiuovin, f̂ onao- 
tiinGis also receives tlio name of Carnatic ; but in tlmb cauo 
it id diatinguiehud bv the til !■_ - . . > t :v- ,, ••

1 O rm o.i. 1 0 'J— ll*J. J Ii? lo r y a n l Mima -ement of tlio I a-t India Com pany  
I*, lid—70. .

3 History and Manntfcnicnt. r  G.c
3 This is related by Orme. (U. a ’S.) win. t dl* as not who tlife-nncle was <b« 

mu*,t have K cu  m aternal) but only t-»n* he was inn ijnlda oi bla n  :H«iw, and 
th e head of Ills party. . .

* Acvordiiiit to Colonel ilk * (P ' 1 ,r anrlcnt ram c n «  Canora. and tho 
t^m.aru la.nm .i,;»• Is only four . wit nr. a ••••tn : bouudeU by a line, W  : lt{ 
iic jr  t u  town o f Hutcr, about sixty mile* N W . (  • H>«l ibad, n u m :  • I.,
by u :< n w u  of Ailoni. then to  the « t« . ■ M .o.d i. next I - U .  t. » n o f  A n .u,- or, 
h ea l Nuntlldroofr, next to the rn <-•'•“««*; * « «11« the ran,re ■ i the
ta-u-rn  (.tiaiit '••uthward* to the )»•“  ,lu’ ‘ i)(
th e western lulls, betw een tho towns «'f C oim U bx.r. 1 alulcm , iuu V., I cant-, •  
th .n c :  Horthwrtr.hiaJui.tc the skirts of tnc «« u n .  n 'c a . > .n o  ul> r  far a . the.
®"urev8 of the Kiflti'ii. th em e In an e:i-' * 1 :;ftGr;V‘.r. n ‘ 1 -*U ’ " J ,r^ *
llf"‘ Ih.b r. II. mMs . ip  G,) that tlu !•“ '"» * " • * b m ^ i i ? , , U K' ,1:ict
J'XV from Pulllrat. (the L a n d r y  ■■ t -1''- T.i‘ S T * ® Put l , ’> 
tu < “!<•' Comorin, mul from the sea to ^  1 u rn  c Thl* tract bore,

T OL. 11T. F

■ G°% \



' $ S ^ § ® ^ 7 /Tlie district of Carnatic had fallen into dependencowijftttiT 
the great rajaships of Beejanuggur and IVarankul; aiul

-----------  after the reduction of these Hindu powers, had been
trio. united to the Mohammedan kingdoms of Beejapore and 

Golconda. Upon the annexation of these kingdoms to the 
Mogul empire, in the reign of Aurungzeb, the Carnatic was 
included in the general subjugation, and formed part of 
the great Subah of the Deccan. In the smaller provinces 
or viceroyalties, the districts or subdivisions, were propor
tionally sm all; and the sub-governors of these Mivisions 
were known by the titles of Zemindar, and Pliouzdar ox 
Foujdar. In the great Subahs, however, particularly that 
of the Deccan, the primary divisions were very large, and 
the first rank of sub-governors proportionally high. Th: ) 
were known by the name of nabob or deputy ; that >s> 
deputy of the Subahdar or Viceroy, governor of the Subah , 
and under these deputies or nabobs were tho Zemindars 
and Poujdars of the districts. The Carnatic was one ot 
the nabobsliips, or grand divisions of the great Subah or 
tho Deccan. During the vigour of the Mogul government,

' the grand deputies or nabobs, though immediately subject 
to  tho Subahdar, or Viceroy, wore not always nominated 
b y  him. They were ofton nominated immediately by the 
Kmperor ; and not uufreqncntly as a check upon tho dan
gerous power of the Subahdar. When tho Subahdar, how 
ever, was powerful, and the Emperor weak, tho nabobs 
were nominated by the Subahdar.

When Nizam al Muik was established Subahdar of tho 
Deccan, a chief, named Sadatullah, was nabob of the Car
natic, and held that command under the Nizam till the 
year 1732, when he died. Sadatullah, who had no issue 
male, adopted tho two sons of his brother : Dost Ali, and 
Bfikir Ali. B&kir Ali ho made governor of Voloro : and ho 
had iufluenco toloavo Dost Ali in possession of tho nabob- 
ship at his death. Nizam al Mulk claimed a right to 
nominate his deputy in the government of tho Carnatic ; 
and took displeasure that Dost Ali had boon intruded 
into the office with so little dofcrcnco to his authority ;

ancien tly, tho name o f Prnvhla, “ although," tho • ,|oncl, “  the (,-rrnt. r 
part ' i  it i 1 nown to exclusively by the immo o f C'amatlf. It v  as
called in  tho M oham m edan-, Carnatic t *Jfc Cliaula, as Camt in pi .;c r  v.,n
ca lk -1 Carnatic a  bo re tho ohauus.

I ( e l S  j 1 1 HISTORY OF BRITISH INDIA. \  .
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X ^ jt^ ^ jfcxppcned  to Ido engaged at the time in disputes BOOK IV. 
wttlrtTie Emperor, which rendered it inconvenient to resent chat?, ii. 
the affront. Dost Ali had two sons and four daughters. —  ’
Of these daughters one was married to Mortiz Ali, the son 1' i?- 
of his brother B&kir Ali, governor of Velcro ; another to 
Chunda Saheb, a more distant relative, who became 
dewan, or minister of the finances, under Dost Ali, his 
father-in-law.

Trichinopoly was a little sovereignty bordering on tlio 
west upoti Tanjorc. Though subdued by the Mogul, it 
had been allowed, after the manner of Tanjorc, to retain, 
as Zemindar, its own sovereign, accountable for the reve
nues and other services, required from it as a district of 
the Mogul empire. The rajas of Tanjorc and Trichinopoly 
were immediately accountable to the nabobs of the Car
natic ; and, like other Zemindars, frequently required the 
terror of an army to make them pay their arrears. In 
the year 1736 the Baja of Trichinopoly died, and the 
sovereignty passed into the hands of his wife. The 
supposed weakness of female government pointed out the 
occasion as favourable for enforcing the payment of the 
arrears ; or for seizing the immediate government of the 
country. By intrigue and perfidy, Chunda Saheb was 
admitted into the c ity ; when, imprisoning the queen, 
who soon died with grief, he was appointed, by his father- 
in-law, governor of the kingdom.1

The Hindu Rajas were alarmed by the ambitious pro
ceedings of the Nabob of the Carnatic and liH .son-in-law,
,  1 B y Mr. Orme i. 41. L io n e l  W ilks tdah-s. on verbal auUmrity. tlmi *:.e 
M iiliruttaswerclnVito.l by the e ld e s t«• n ot tin N M w b J ca lcu so f U u a .d a  a

ThffhMhw\ncanrMHr«**«« l’n”c.",h0 V*.teJtll“.t t,ir
<11 thr. d  r a tn c r  1 V n lv  ii m v ic x t  tlu- : c  ii o h ,eel h o ln *  to  la k e  a I v a n i a , . Hat ..f
* u i X ^ C,?UC c  > n . 1 lie m n .lu  i r a u c . i
»n« r, a f knC^ !  rover'been  a,1 dued by the- Mogul, and although .
ComiLViL I| !.10,,ul n.rbrain’.c f «f tho M .lininnu-dan sUU-3 of lll.l .pur . r

L ? .C<1 to l,urCVa*C -.0,1 I he IT ind mud* ncc from u rem ote date. Ih r c x -  
, I ° ,Ulj: tlK > hml l,rCSt'E ° r ( 1 'v 4  !<• d o m -t  o dls rnslnns. *vl,l. h irara- i  " l,,u ot lli'.ur H i t  a - J c irtchinoV’dl to a M ohamm edan.

J m1 a“* ,re l" * iu» l"Hi Madina. J I atv. • .1., ....... ii1 h v la n ..r was a relic <>l t»e •>" „f it. • under ih . rm:u:..M ....
1 , j who were avow edly ill informed

described by the European " ’ 1 ,* tiea c lu i v u  l.i?. «.\’.y Mmak hi V m ua.i,
j^al m erits of th e case, but hy n” l bo had .vnli-iifily Jrfeiuhd lutainst 
' “c r,-’i;:nlng queen , wlm-c n'1"!'K for h • ii|.pnrt. ami ibniidm ij In
n  corn pot i tor fur i!u- pnnaiM ht) • 1 ■ . , 3 . • t • .Ib i.'fl, ami he abu-cd
, ! •  frU,"d»lii|., the Queen p i ' c  ..lu r -u O } u. -ter ■ f lb. fortre S ic

ri-.-ol Sketch of the Kingdom ui «*•
P lhi.i.— \ \
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incited the Mahrattas, as people of tho same ori?*  
_  and religion, to march to their assistance. The attention

1749 0f ^ lzam f XT v koia''l t0°  deeply ene agctl in watching th® motions of Nadir Shah, who, at that very time, was pf-os®- 
cuting his destructive war in Hindustan, to onnose a 
prompt resistance to the Mahrattas; it has, indeed be®11 
asserted, though without proof, and not with much prob#' 
bility, that as he was but little pleased with the appoint- 
ment or proceedings of Dost Ali,he instigated the Mahrattas 
to this incursion, for the sake of chastising the presumption 
ot his deputy. 1

■̂J1 army> commanded by Ragojee Bonslah, appeared oH 
the confines of Carnatic, in the month of May, 1740. Th# 
passes of tho mountains might have been successfully 
defended by a small number of men ; but an officer o f  

Dost All, a Hindu, to whom that important post was com
mitted betrayed his trust, and left a free passage to th® 
Mahiattas. Dost All encountered the invaders ; but lost 
his life in the battle. Sufder All, the eldest son of th# 
deceased, retired to the strong fort ofVelore, and began 
to negotiate with tho Mahrattas. A large sum of money 
wa, partly promised, and partly paid ; and Trichinopnly, 
which rendered Chunda Nil,el, an object of jealousy to tho 
now Nabob, was secretly offered to them if tl,ov ,1 Ii 
trouble of making the conquest.
months and laid siege to Triohiuopoly. Olmnda $ 1 , 1  
defended himself gallantly for several months -a
obliged to yield oh the ,2<lth of March, 1741 • and was 
carried a prisoner to Satajah ; while M’orari Row', a Mah- 
ratta chief, was left Governor of Triohiuopoly. Sufder Ali, 
ufraid io trust himself in the open city of Arcot, tho capital 
of tho Carnatic, took up his residence at Velore. Bikir Ali 
was dead, the late governor of Velore, and uncle of tho 
Nabob ; and Mortiz Ali, his son, was now governor in hi* 
place. By instigation of this nmn, whose disposition wa* 
pt rfidioiis and cruel, Sufder Ali \vu assassinated ; and an 
attempt was made by tho murderer to establish himself 
in the governrm at of the province ; but, finding his 
effort* hopelefin, ho shut himself up in hi:i fort of V< lore ; 
and tho infaut son of Sufd« r Ali was proclaimed Nabob,1

1 KorUik part of tlio H i'.fr y  of Up IVecon In dr tall, tH*C Orme, I. -G 1; Can* - 
orU i^ ’n War lu India, p. I--G ; IUntory and Mumir.cment ui tho ta u t  ln d !»
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o , and returned to his government of the Deccan. To ciiai'. ii.
•arrange the troubled affairs of the Carnatic, he arrived at ---------- -
Arcot in the month of March, 1743. He treated the son of ® *
faufdor Ah With r e s e c t;  but appointed his general Coiah 
Abdoolla, to the government of the Carnatic ; and com
pelled Moran how, and the Mabrattas, to evacuate Trichi 
nopoly. Gojah Abdoolla died suddenly, apparentlv tin™. .1 
poison, before he had taken poseession’o l  his” o ~ ^
M  nkce T “  at>P° i“tcJ Anwar ad di» Khan, to supply hrs place. Anwar a<l din Khan, the son of a man noted
for his learning and piety, had been promoted to a place 
of some distinction, by the father of Nizam al Mull/ and 
after h «  death attached himself to the fortunes of his’ s“ n 
M hen Nizam al Mulk became Subahdar of the Deccan he 
niade Anwar ad din Nabob of Ellore and s K  
Tihere he governed from the year 1723 to 1741 - and from

kivernoi of Galconda. In ostent, Nizam al Mulk con- 
onN W  f  Ver“  * *  Carnatic upon Anwar ad din, 
g u/]  .r * 11,” ’ ,jlU beid Mohammed, the young Sou of 
- - i, should arrive at the years of manhood j hut, in
a * e“ l| 7 hlle> he consigned him to tho guardianship of 
luur 1* i U> and *n a idlold time the young Nabob was 

Clt d 01" a party of Patun soldiers, who clamoured for 
fath ** due 1°  them, or pretended to be due, by bis
tl / C1 Anwar ad din escaped not the imputation of being 
Al' |lldllor of the urime, but ho was supported by N warn id 

oik, and appointed Nabob in form. It was Anwar ad 
r,In> who was the Governor of the Carnatic when the 
trench and English contended for Madras, and whom 
Gnpk-ix treated alternately us a friend and a foe.

Nizam al Mulk, whose abilities and power wore cal
culated to oonfirm the arrangements which ho had tuude in 
Mk Deccan, died in 171“, after a whc.li life > out in the 
tods and agitations of oriental ambition, at. the extraor
dinary age of 104 The government of tWut.ullah and Ids 
family bad boon highly popular in the Carnatic; that of

, 'jril 'uunijmioiwn-in IwaifiUinier I'lm.) in O '• f l " " lu c n w tlli parti.ilUy
[“ " 'C - iC  I.ut i:„ author .* .......I, ( r m-J, > u ik iils . i l,o k . i l „ ,g
"’c ' 1 "IC slm rtly noticed by W ill* . «S. vU-

0



V^OOgSTY. Anwar a<l din Khan was very much hated. A strong desii'0 
c h a p . i i .  prevailed that the government o f  Anwar ad din s h o u ld  he
— ------  subverted, and that of the family of Sadatullah restored •'

174°- the death of Nizam al Mulk opened a channel through 
which the hope of change made its way. Chunda Saheb 
was the only member of the family of Sadatullah, wb» 
possessed talents likoly to support him in thu ojwout to 
tlifl piopeged elevation. Tim keen eye of Dupleix Ihm
c a l ' i j r  f i i c i l  H a t i l f  u p o i i  I l i a  p r o s p e c t  o f  i . l i e  a s c e n d a n c y

Oiiunda HaiiCib ; anti it* that chief should. hr 4!»e a®' 
BifitiLiice or the 1'renoli, acquire the government of tho 
Carnatic, tho most important concessions might bo « *’•
p«oi r«l from Ilia gratitude and friendship. AL tlio
irruption of tlio Muhrattua, tlio whole family of Dost Ah 
Lad been sent to Pondicherry, (so strongly had the In
dians already learned to confide in the superiority of Ku- 
ropean power,) as the place of greatest safety in tho pro
vince. They received protection and respect; and th° 
wife and family of Chunda Saheb, during the whole timo 
of his captivity, had never been removed. Dupleix treated 
them with the attention calculated to make a favourable 
impression on the man whom lie wished to gain. l ie  even 
corresponded with Chunda .Saheb in hia captivity ; and 
agreed to advance money to assist in raising tho sum 
which tho Malirattas demanded for his ransom, l ie  was 
liberated in the beginning of tlio year 1748, and oven 
furnished, it  is said, with 3000 Mahratta troops. He 
entered immediately into the quarrels of some contending 
Rajas, whose dominions lay inland between the. coast of 
Malabar and the Carnatic, with a view to increase his 
followers, and collect treasure ; and he was already at tho 
head of GOOO men, when the death of Nizam al Mulk oc
curred.

To maintain his authority, in his absence, both at court 
and in his province, Nizam al Mulk had procured tho high 
office of Ameer al Omrah, for his eldest son, Ghazee ad din 
Khan, who always attended the person of the Emperor. 
His second son, Nazir Jung, had resided for the most part 
in the Deccan, and hod officiated as his father's deputy as 
often as the wars of tlio empire, or tho intrigues of the 
court, had called him away. Though the obedience of 
N.uir Jung had been so little perfect as to have been

m Jr)v, (c i
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X^^^^^vdaastisod even by imprisonment, he wast present BOOK. IV. 
when his father died ; the army was accustomed to obey chap.Ti.
him ; he got possession of his father's treasures ; the E m - ----------
peror was far too weak to assert his right of nomination ; R ■"■ 
and Nazir Jung assumed the power and titles of Subuhdar 
of tho Deccan.

There wos, however, a favourite grandson of Nizam al 
Mul!?. tho pon of a depi'cmlant of S’.,idl.,M*]lIdi IChun, Viain
tu Mliah JlIiru, by u d&uylittu’ uf Ni/um nl Mult. ilis
nniii,- mis Ill-day. • Mol,,- ml Jin 1 to n ItloU 1,0 added 1.1,0
t illft of MooKUltol'Jdlijf, lie had boon \  b ob of lieu ,,pore 
A t-  s e v e r a l  y e a r s ,  d u r i n g  t h e  l i f e  o f  h i s  ; ;r ,u u H iL U lr r  ; w h o ,
It was now given out and behoved, had nominated I,ini 
Pliccosaor by his will.1 iSueh g competitor for tho govihii- 
mont uf He1 Rowan appeared to Chanda Suliob the very 
man on whom liis hopes might repose, lie  olYered his 
services, and they were greodily received. To attain tho 
assistance of Dupleix. was regarded by them both as an 
object of tho highest importance; and in a Subahdar 
of tho Deccan, and a Nabob of tile Carnatic, whom 
he himself should be the chief instrument in raising 
to power, Dupleix contemplated tho highest advan
tages, both for himself and for his country. Chunda 
Saheb persuaded Moozuffer Jung that they ought to 
commence their operations in tho Carnatic) whoro tho 
interest of the family uf Chunda Saheb would afford 
advantages. Their troops had inoraasod to tho num- 
1 r of -10,000 men, when they approached tho con

fines of tiio Carnatic. They w e r e  joined h e r e  by tho 
French, who consisted of 400 Europeans, 100 Cuflfrt-, and 
1800 Sepoys, commanded by M. d’Autouil.« They imme
diately advanced towards Anwar ad din, whom on the 3rd 
of August, 17-10, they found encamped under the fort of 
Amboor, fifty miles west from Aroot. Tho French offered 
to storm tho intrenchment; and though twico beaten l ack 
they advanced three tunes to the charge, and al lad. ] 
vailed. Anwar ad diu was slain in the engagement, at the 
uncommon age of 107 years; his eldest son was taken pri
soner ; and his second sou Mohammed Ali, with the wreck

' Soar M ntakliarcm,, ill. 115. W Uta says Bo was governor o f the stro)lg fc f t

2 Mtioolro pour la Compagnlo do» h"'ea centre 1c Sk-tir D n rlo ix , p . j j .
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the army, escaped to Triohinopoly, of which he w»s 
T®oap: ii. Governor.1
-----------Dupleix affirms, that had the victorious leaders, ac c o rd -

1*49. ing to his advice, advanced without delay against Trichi' 
nopoly, while the consternation of defeat remained, they 
would have obtained immediate possession of the pDcC> 
and the success of their enterprise would have been a3' 
sured. They chose, however, to go first to Arcot, that 1 hey 
might play for a while the Subahdar and Nabob ; they 
afterwards paid a visit at Pondicherry to M. Dupleix, who 
gratified himself by receiving them with oriental display J 
and was gifted with the sovereignty of eighty-one village3 
in the neighbourhood of the settlement.2

They marched not from Pondicherry till the very end 
of October; and instead of proceeding directly again^ 
Triohinopoly, as they had settled with Dupleix, they di
rected their march to the city of Tanjore. The urgency 
of their pecuniary wants, and the prospect of an ampl0 
•supply from the hoards of Tanjore, made them undervalue 
the delay. The king was summoned to pay his arrears of 
tribute, and a large sum as compensation for the expense 
of the War. By negotiation, by | 'i-omisca, and stratagems 
he endeavoured, and the softness of his enemies enabled 
him, to occupy their time till the very end of December} 
when news arrived that. Nazir Jung, tho Subahdar was on 
his march to attack them .3

Nazir Jung had been summoned, upon his accession to 
the imperial presence ; and had advanced with a consider
able army as far as the Nerbudda, when a counter-order 
arrived. Informed of the ambitious desings of lus nephew, 
he accelerated Iris return ; and was arrived at Aurungabad, 
when ho heard of the overthrow and death of the Nabob of 
tho Carnatic.4 The impolitic defies of his enendcs afforded

ire pour Jo Sicur Diipki:n,

2 Mdmoirc pour D u p M s.p . 47. The French Company assert, In their Memoir 
against D unhix  (p  4 4 , ,  that it was to gratify iii» vanity by thia display, that 
thr ch id  1 delayed tho maroli to Trichinopoly •• v.-lm.ii • la'ui.i tho invention of 
m alignity. Ormo nay?. with better reasons, that to keep tho anny in obedience, 
it wil l necessary to obtain m oney, which they lcvlod by contribution in tlic 
province.

•O rm u.l. 133— 130; M<5m. poor Ihiplcix, P-&1 • Tiio French Company no.-tisc 
T’uploix again falsely of la-lug Uie autlior of tho ill-tim ed invasion of Tanjore 
M in .con  ire Lmplcix, p. 4*».

4 Sec.r Mulakbaroen. lii. 115. Mr. Ormo (!• 130) in mlatuken when he 
*a ',n U n t N u/ir Jung had marched toward TXdlil, lo upp.^c his elder  
IhJccon' U St °  93bw<*nent dn,<' thut <ilu,rf°  nrt d,n for the
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his preparations; and they were struck with con- BOOK H .
E stim a tio n  when they now heard of his approach. Thoy cu.vr. n. 

broke up their camp with precipitation ; and, harassed by — 3—
•a body of Muhrattas, in the service of Nazir Jung, returned 1* l9‘ 
to Pondicherry.1

Dupleix was ad ■ dcnl ited for the tiieks of In
dian policy. Though ho exerted hirnself with the utmost 
vigour to animate the spirits, and augment the force of 
his allies ; lending them 50,000?., declaring that he would 
leud them still more, and increasing the French forces to 
the number of 3000 Europeans$ yet contemplating now, 
with some terror, tho chance of a defeat, he sought to he 
prepared for all events, ami endeavoured secretly to open 
a negotiation with Nazir Jung. Ho addressed to him a 
memorial, in which he set forth the enmity which was 
borne by Anwar ad din to the French nation ; and the ne
cessity imder which they were placed to avail themselves 
of any allies, to secure themselves from its effects; that 
tho death of that Nabob, however, had now freed them 
from such obligation, and they were ready to detach them
selves from the enemies of Nazir Jung ; that they had al 
ready manifested their friendly dispositions towards him, 
in sparing Tanjore, and suspending the siego of Tricliino- 
poly, which the victorious army of them and their allies, 
there was no doubt, might have easily taken.2 It was 
only, says Dupleix, the arrival of an English force in tho 
camp of Nazir Jung, that prevented tho Suhululur from 
embracing the proposal.5*

From tho beginning of (717, tho English had been in
triguing, both with Nizam al Alulk and with Nazir Jung 
again-t the French. Besides a letter from the English 
Governor to the same 0fleet, ( ommodore Griffin, in a letter 
to Nizam al Milk, dated March <», 1747, said, “ I shall nol 
enter into a particular detail of all the robberies, cruelties, 
and depredations, committed <.11 shore upon the King niy 
Master’s subjects, by that indolent, perfidious nation the 
French; connived at. and a 'utted bv those muli r you*v 
Excellency, (the Nabob of Arcofc,) whose duly it was to 
have preserved the peace of your country, instead <>t soiling 
the interest of «. nation, with whom you have hud the

« O n w . i. 13G, 137. . * u  ,u M moire pour Du;'lotx. p. >3- ‘
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cha p . n. boon t)io means not only of enriching this part of the
----------- country, but the whole dominions of the grand Mogul ; and

that to a people who are remarkable all oyer tlio worhl 
for encroaching upon, and giving disturbances and disquiet 
to all near them ; a people who are strangers in your coun
try, in comparison of tkoso who have been robbed by them 
of that most important fortress and factory, Madras ; and 
now they are possessed of it, liavo neither money nor cre
dit, to carry on the trade.------And now, excellent Sir, W°
have laid this before you, for your information and consi
deration ; and must entreat you, in the name of the King 
of Great Britain, my ltoyal Muster, to call tho Nabob to a'1 
account for his past transactions, and interpose your power 
to restore, as near as possible in its original stale, whftt 
has been so unjustly taken from us.” Application was at 
tho nam e lim e  mudo to Nuzii1 J u n g  fo r  ilia  interest w ill1
his father, wliiuli that prince assure! the English by lell"1'
1m 1> "1 ofYnct Willy ctnploynd. A fuvnlmiblo aimwor Wli'' iv “ 
crivcil from Nizam alMulk,aml a mandate was sent to Anwar 
ad din Khan, called at that time by the English Anaverdy 
Khan in which were the following words: “ The English nft~ 
tiou,from ancient times, aro very obedient and serviceable to 
u» : bufodes which they always proved to be a set of true
people, ftinl it is very hard that they met with these trotf-
bl- n, ifitefwtnhcm, and dcstruotifin. I do therefore writs
you, to proteot, aid, and assist thorn iu all respects, ami 
use your best endeavours in such a manner, that tho 
French may be severely chastisod and rooted off, that hi* 
Majesty's sea-port town may bo recovered, and that tho 
English nation may be restored to their right, establish 
thomsolvos in their former placo, as before, and carry on 
their trade and commereo for the flouriahnicnt of tho 
place.” An agent of tho English, a native, named Ilajec
lloden, who dates Ids letter from Arcot, tho loth of M arch , 
17-17, presents them with the real stato of the fact in ro- 
gurd to Anwar ad din, the Nabob : “ I take the liberty to 
acquaint your worship, that as the Nabob is but a /Itenter, 
he docs not much regard tho distress of the people of this 
province, but in all shapes has respect to his Own Interest 
and benefit; therefore there is no trusting to his promises. 
The French are very generous in making presents of other



goods, both to tho old and young,” llo fcdviscs the BOOK IV. 
JChglish to bo equally liberal with theirgift-ijind Huyn,"' 1 Hm’t oiiai*. ii.
ng&rd th eeu i&tjf, M Qovdraor MLona did, hut pttfi with it r......
for tho mifuty of your . i tili'iuoiil,.” Another of lln ir 
agents, Boundla Mootal, informed them that if they ex- 
poo ted any oordkd uHuintaiioo from Anwar n«l din, they 
must send him money for it. The second son of Anwar 
ad din, Mohammed Ali Khan, showed himself during this 
period of French ascendency, rather favourable to the 
English : probably, from that spirit of discord which pre
vails in tho ruling families of tho East, because his eldest 
brother displayed a partiality to the French.1

When, after the deaths of Nizam al Hulk and Anwar ad 
din Khan, and the captivity of the eldest son of Anwar ad 
din Khan, Nazir Jung marched into tho Carnatic against 
Chuuda Saheb and Moozu&er Jung, he summoned Mohnm- 
mod Ali to join hiiu from Trichmopoly, and sent to Fort
St. Dttvlil to Hulicifc iw«ni>‘tano® from tho English. Tho ill*rival
of Moozuffor Jung, the defeat nf Anwar ml din, whirl], hfiji-
ponod when they w<»r« ('Ugagod in tho attack of Tunjore, 
and the apprehended schemes of Duploix, had struck lho 
English with alarm. “ They saw,” says Mr. Orme, “ tho 
dangers to which they were exposed, but were incapable 
of taking the vigorous resolutions which the necessity of 
their affairs demanded." They allowed Mr. Boscawcn, 
with the licet and troops, to set sail for England at tho
• Mil of OutuhiM-, and 'ic.nl, only ll!t) Kiirtipi'anri In Mlip'pot'b
Molminm. d Ali ut Ti iehiiin|,nlv • Tin* jni / eu. c, however,
of Nazir Jung, at tho head of a great army, cnoourngod 
thorn to connnund tho detachment at Trichinopoly to 
accompany Mohammed Ali ; and a few days after their 
arrival in the camp, Major Lawrence, with (J00 Europeans 
from Fort St. David, joined the army of tho Subahdar.

The two armies were H o w  sufficiently near to skirmish ; 
when thirteen French officers, displeased that they hud 
not shared in the spoils of Tanjore, resigned tlioir onnimis- 
sions, and infused t e r r o r  and alarm into tho men they 
yvore destined to command. 1) Auti-ui 1, considering it no 
longer safe to venture into action with men thus affected, 
decamped the night before the expected battle, and re
treated in the direction of l’ond.oburrv, leaving Mooeuffer 

1 Ileus’s Appendix, l. 8—22. Ul mc* *• *30| 133, 138.
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^OOR iy /j u n g  and Chunda Salieb, in a state of despair. Moozuffer 
chap. li. Jung thought it best to yield himself up to his uncle, by 

wbo“  be was immediately put in fetters ; Chunda Saheb,
4 L * ÛS own -troops, made his way to Pondicherry.1

The dangers were formidable and imminent which no*' 
stared Dupleix in the face ; but he had confidence in the 
lesoutces of his own genius, and the slippery footing of an 
oriental prince. He sent an embassy to the camp of the 
victorious Subahdar, offering terms of peace ; and at the 
same time entered into correspondence with some dis
affected chiefs in his army ; these ware leaders o f tU» 
Patau troops, which Nizam al Mulk, as the principal in
strument of his ambition, had maintained in his service » 
and of which he had made the principal captains Nabobs 
of different districts in his Subah. It was the standing 
poli cy of all the Mohammedan princes in India to com
pose a great part of their armies of men drawn from the 
more hardy people of the north, the Tartars and Afghans.
Of these people the men who arrived in  India ware mere 
soldiers of fortune, accustomed to seek for wealth and dis
tinction through crimes. I f  the master whom t h e y  served 
were able to chastise their perfidy, and feed their hopes 
of plunder and aggrandizement by the prospect of Ids 
conquests, they were useful and important instruments. 
The moment they appeared to have more to gain by de
stroying than by serving him, they were the most alarming 
source of his danger.

Nazir Jung had the usual character of a man educated 
a prince. He devoted his time to pleasure, and withdrew 
it  from business; decided without consideration, hence 
unw isely ; and was at once too indolent and too proud to 
correct his mistakes. Under such a master, the Patou 
lojds expected, by selling their services to a competitor, 
to add both to their treasures, and to the territories of 
which the government was lodged in their hands.

'J’hc deputies of Buploix had returned from the camp of 
Nazir Jung, when D’Autouil, who continued to watch tho 
moi ions of the army, observing the negligcnou with which 
the camp was guarded during tho night, detached an

1 * ' ■ r l i Wt  "  nr In In '.a , p. 0  - 1 1  ; orm c. I. 1 * — 114 ; llim orv nn.l i s ,  
in. i,i hi , | ,a  i nrju  p. 73 ; M‘ niulre p.,ur I • ■ i ,■ 1 .

~ " ""XW cunt™ Wuploix, p , 47 : In volu tion  lies '• » » .  ’

)*) (c iV x 6 ® / y  HISTORY OF BRITISH INDIA. f )  j  J



r. \  Wit h  t h e  f r e n c h  i n  t h e  c a r n a t ic . ' X p

\^V®Sjc6j^ H h  300 hundred men, who entered it unobserved; BOOK IV. 
penetrated into it a mile ; spread terror and alarm ; hilled cn.vr. ii.
upwards of a thousand of the enemy ; and returned w i t h -----------
the loss o f only two or three men ; another proof of the 17i0~ 
extraordinary weakness of an Indian army, when opposed 
to the force of the European mind.

The Subahdar, alarmed at the presence of so enter
prising an enemy, hastoned to Arcot ; while the English 
quarrelling with him about the performance of his pro
mises, and the abandonment of their cause by withdrawing 
his army, left the camp in disgust, and removed the onlv 
important obstacle to tho machinations of tho conspirators 
and Dupleix.

While the Subahdar spent his time at Arcot in tho 
pleasures of the harem and tho chase, of both of which ho 
was immoderately fond, the French exhibited new- speci
mens of their activity and enterprise. A small body of 
troops sailed to Masulipatam, at the mouth of the river 
Kistna, once the principal mart of that region of India; 
attacked it by surprise in the night, and gained possession 
with a trifling loss : and another detachment seized tho 
Pagoda of Trivadi, about fifteen miles west from Fort St.
David. Mohammed Ali obtained permission to detach 
himself from the army of the Subahdar, for tho purpose of 
dislodging them from Trivadi; in this he obtained as
sistance from the English, who were deeply interested in 
preventing tho trench from gaining a position so near, 
fcionie attache which Mohammed Ali and the English made 
upon the pngodu were unsucc* ,-sful ; and these allies 
began to quarrel. Mohammed Ali would neither advance 
pay to the English, nor move his troops between the 
pagoda and Pondicherry ; upon which tlioy loft him. The 
French, who expected this event, waited for its arrival ■ 
attacked Mohammed Ali ; gained an easy victory and 
made him fly to Arcot, with two or three attendants' Tho 
French, still aiming at further acquisitions, advanced 
against the colebratai Fort of Gingee, situated ou a vast 
insulated rock, and deemed the strongest .fortress iu U,^
Carnatic. They stormed the fortifications to the very 
summit of the m .uutain ; and contemplating afterwards 
tho natural strength of the place, lelt astonished at their 
own success.

X â e ■ G°I^X
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This last exploit disturbed tho tranquillity ami the 
cnAlCri. amusements of tho Subalular ; and he offered to enter upon
■ ■ ......... -  negotiation. The demands of the French were lofty ; Nazir

1750* Jung, therefore began his march to Gingee. But it was 
now October, 1750, and the rains began. The Subahd*'11 
kept the field ; but felt exceedingly weary of the contest, 
and at last appeared inclined to concede whatever w®9 
demanded by the French. Dupleix negotiated at once with 
the traitors and the Subahdar. He had just concluded blS 
treaty with the Subahdar, when his commander at Ginge° 
receives from the traitors the concerted call. He m a r c h e s  
with his whole force ; attacks the camp of the S u b a h d a r ,  
and is joined by the traitors ; by one of whom Nazir Juii£ 
is shot through the heart. In his Memoir, Dupleix affirm-4? 
that he wrote immediately to inform the Commander at 
Gingee of the conclusion of the treaty, and to prevent fur
ther hostilities, but that his letter arrived not till after tho 
revolution was performed.1

Moozufter Jung was now freed from his imprisonment? 
and vested with the authority of Subahdar. Immediately? 
however, tho enormous demands of the Patau nobles, to 
whoso perfidy ho owed his power, began to oppress him ; 
and he only parried their importunities by assorting tho 
necessity of funning his arrangements in concert with 
Dupleix. Lofty wore the hopes, in which that ambitious 
leader seemed now entitled to indulge himself. Moozufier 
Jung advanced to Pondicherry, and lavished upon him every 
testimony of gratitude and friendship. Dupleix exerted 
himself to satisfy the Patan lords; who, seeing his deter
mination to support their master, permitted him to re
trench their demands, and treasured up their resentments 
for a future day. An adept in Indian policy, when he had 
men of their dangorous character within tho walls of 
Pondicherry , would have taken care how they made their 
escape.

Dupleix was appointed Governor of the Mogul domi-

1 ! ’. is worthy of remark that tlio death of N n /ir .rmig, nnd the troubles that 
cnsiu 1, m ight posdhly have been prevented if there had been one aniongrit the 
I.n i.li h qualified to converse with the Snbahdor in any native language. Major 
Liu.’:, nee had te en  informed of sumo o f the Intrigues lx tween the fn l \n i and 
the I rench.am l " at an audience endeavoured artlunhit tCnzIr J ung w Ith wliut 
h>- hud heard, but Ins Interpreter had not coum gc to niuke u dcrlaration which 

i ; , r . i h l v  Imve c(>-1 him bis life, uml uiisur-rcscnted whut ho was ordered 
to  say —Oral© l. 146.— W.

' GcW \



H*o coast of Coromandel from the river Kistna to HOOK 1 \ . 
*F“ Comorin; and Chanda Saheb Ilia Deputy at Arcot. c h a p . n.
loiiammcd Ali, who had fled to Trichinopoly, upon the ---------- *

assassination of Nazir Jung, now offered to resign his pre- l 7*’1- 
tensions to tho nabobship of tlio Carnatic, provided Du- 
plois, tvho listened to the overture, would obtain from tho 
now Subahdar a command for him, in any_ other part of 
his dominions.

Moozuffer Jung left Pondicherry in the month of January,
17/H, accompanied by a body of French troops, with 
M. Hussy, who had signalized himself in the late transac
tions, at their head. The army had marched about sixty 
leagues; when a disturbance, in appearance accidental, 
arose among a part of tho troops; presently it was disco
vered, that the Pat,an chiefs Averc in revolt ; and that they 
had seized a pass in front through -which it behoved tho 
army to proceed. They were attacked with great spirit; 
the Fronch artillery carried every thing before i t ; and a 
victory was gained, when tho impetuosity of the Subahdar 
carried him too far in the pursuit, and he was shot dead 
with an arrow.1 M. Bussy was not a man who lost his pre
sence of mind, upon on unexpected disaster. Ho repre
sented to the principal commanders the necessity of agree
ing immediately upon tho choice of a master; and as tho 
sou of Moozuffer Jung was an infant, and the present state 
of affair! requited the authority of a man of yeans, he re- 
cominondcd Salabut Jung, tho eldest surviving son of 
Nizam ai Mulk, who was present in tho camp, and who 
without delay was raised to the vacant command. Sal abut 
Jung promised the same cnno< ssions to tho French which 
had boon made by bin predecessor, and the army conti
nued its march towards (1 olcondaJ

Tho Europeaus in India, who hitherto had crouched at 
the feet of the meanest of the petty governors of a di s t r i c t ,  
were astonished at the progress of the French, who now

■ Ormo m v s  lw  vras M M  in i f  i-sonnl conflict w ith  tho N .l ,  .1, „(
C anoul. by whom he was thrust tliruu^u the fore ho ad with a javelin .

0»Fur the akrv dotnils reclmno i. -“"'l of
tl-p V I nil i t  ('■nv'a v , p. 74 — 10 . t. i r. W i\i m lit lu  ; y . 10— it;-
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AttjOEjlV; seemed to preside over the -whole region of the Deccan. 
c h a p . ii. A  letter to Dupleix, from a friend in the camp of Salabut
— —----- Jung, affirmed that in a little time the Mogul on lii3

ll01- throne would tremble at the name of D upleix; > and how
ever presumptuous this prophecy might appear, little was 
wanting to secure its fulfilment.

The English, sunk in apathy or despair, were so far as 
yet from taking any vigorous measures to oppose a tor
rent by which they were likely to be overwhelmed, that 
Major Lawrence, the commander of the troops, on whoso 
military talents and authority their whole dependence 
was placed, took the extraordinary resolution, not op
posed, it would seem, by the Council, of returning at this 
critical juncture to England. They used their influence, 
indeed, to prevent Mohammed Ali from carrying into 
execution the proposal he had made to tho French of sur
rendering Trichinopoly; but Mohammed Ali, and tho 
English in concert, made offer to acknowledge Chunda 
Saheh, Nabob of all tho Carnatic, with tho exception of 
Trichinopoly and its dependencies. This the French 
tren ed ;m a departure from the original proposal of Mo
hammed Ali, and replied with haughtiness and contempt. 
Tlu- English now engaged to support him, and he resolved 
to hold out. rl lie governor of Madura, however, a Small
adji...... . province, formerly u Hindu rajaship, declared for
Chunda Saheb, and an attempt, made by a party of tho 
English, to reduce it, was repelled.

Towards tho beginning of April, C'hunda Saheb began 
his march from A rcot; and about tho same time Captain 
Gingcns, with the English, was despatched from Fort St. 
David. Chunda Saheb was encamped near the Fort of 
VoU-.mdaU, on the great road between Trichinopoly and 
Arcot. when tlu- English approached. A buttle was 
brought on ; hut the English officers spent so much time 
in deliberation as to discourage the men ; and the Euro
pium soldiers fled shamefully from the field, even while 
the *' .flics and native troops maintained tho contest. 
'Hie army retreated ; und though it posted itself ^,,1 0)1_ 
cam pc»l at two difloront places, Utstoof anil Pirlionda ; it. 
<l"mod both upon tho arrival of the enemy, und at lust, 
took aheltor under tho walls of Trichinopoly. C'hunda 

1 Mtfaiolre costa- Dupleix-

■ Goi x
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■iSrtliulrrat'tlUe French lost no time in following, and sat BOOis Iw. 
'T&tCotf'tho opposite side of the town. c h a p . it.

The city of Trichinopoly, at the distance of about ninety ~  
miles from the sea, is situated on the south side of the 1‘51- 
great river Cavery, about half a mile from its bank ; 
and, for an Indian city, was fortified with extraordinary 
strength. About five miles higher up than Trichinopoly, 
the Cavery divides itself into two branches, which, after 
separating to the distance of about two miles, again ap
proached, and being only prevented from uniting, about 
fifteen miles below Trichinopoly, by a narrow mound, they 
form a peninsula, which goes by the name of the Island of 
Seringlmm ; colobrated as containing ono of the most re
markable edifices, and one of the most venerated pagodas, 
in India ; and henceforward remarkable for the struggle, 
constituting an era in  the history of India, of which it 
was now to be the scene.

The presidency of Fort'St. David, somewhat roused by  
seeing the army of Mohammed Ali driven out of the Car
natic, and obliged to tako shelter beyond the Cavery, 
made several efforts to reinforce the troops they had scut 
him ; whom, after all, they were able to augment to tho 
number of only 600 men. There was another misfortune ; 
for notwithstanding the urgency with which, in the de
pressed and alarming state of their affairs, the English 
were vailed upon for the utmost exertions of their virtue,
“ a fatal spirit of division,11 says Major I.awrciiw, “ hod 
unhappily erupt in among our oiiiccrs, so that T u n n y  oppor
tunities and ivivantages w e r e  lost, w h i c h  gave the country 
alliance but an indifferent opinion of our conduct.” 1 Tho 
French, however, made but feeble efforts for the reduction 
of the place ; and the English were too much impressed 
with an opinion of their own weakness to hazard any 
enterprize to dislodge them .8

i L aw rence'. Narrative in Cam bridge'. W ar in  India, p. as. ■■ i„  tbc middle 
Of J u lv .''s :,v i.()n n e . i. 163, “ the t o  ">tcn. w h h h  prevailed  n n iu iir Hie Olli
e r s ,  m ade it m  eusaury to rem re several of th em , at a  hi..-.- *  lion there w ere

" P l S ?  Tlic°c um mender*of "hc°Knmrh foroca. erlmm I am  umoh m ore in -  
a 1̂ ’h .ltevo  til in  ninth- one - f t h c  m-,»t au ilnciim aci.n tenit.cn  of truth  

d in e d  to believei w o n t l c! . .r-ttrls In- want ol atrcngtli for ;,n y  
th.it ever engaped » . L , 0  h a d  entered into a  c .rrcs-om lciico w ith

« b l  Holminuie-, A „ ,  

vol. ur. 0
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While tho war thus lingered at Trichinopolv Clive, 
C£IAP- "• who had been made a captain, to supply some of the rc- 

—  movals occasioned by the recent discontents persuaded 
’ the Presidency to create a diversion, by sending him to 

attack Arcot, the capital of Clnmda Sahcb, loft with * 
very slender defence. This young man was the son of a 
gentleman of small fortune in Shropshire. From the 
untractableness of his own disposition, or the unsteadiness 
of his father’s, he was moved when a boy from one to 
another, through a great variety of schools ; at which h# 
was daring, impetuous, averse to application, and impa
tient of control. At the age of ninetecen lie was appointed 
a writer in the service of the East India Company, and 
sent to Madras. There his turbulence, though he was not 
ill-natured, engaged him in quarrels with his equals : his 
dislike of application and control prevented his acquiring 
tho benevolence of bis superiors.1 When the capitulation 
with Madras was violated, Clive made his escape in a 
Mohammedan dress to Fort St. David, and when the siege 
ol I oudicherry was undertaken, ho was allowed to enter 
into the military service, with tho rank of an ensign. At 
the Siege of Pondicherry, and the enterprise against Devi- 
.otali, ho rendered himself conspicuous by courting posts 

oi danger, and exhibiting in them a during intrepiditv. 
Discernin' men, however, perceived, along with his rash- 
noss, a coolness and presence of mind, with a readiness of 
resource m the midst of danger, which made Lawrence, 
at an early period, point him out as a man of promise. 
Upon the conclusion of the affair at Devi-Cotali, Clive 
returned to his civil occupation ; but no sooner did his 
countrymen resume the sword, than his own disposition!
ll,cm  1-roc. . 1,0 V■ „!ls , th ey  I.n.I not a an g le  p low  o f battering or hoovv r „ n ^  

i„  V 11 VM  ti re”  rnonlPm before they t,ip,.llo,l wifi,
1 , unnX conalhtud o f 1 1 ,800 , l.Ml tincr tliu tlctai . Cnt

?0 J f  A ri"t ’ lt consisted only ot U.bSO, of wltum 600 only vtT©
Ktu f|t. i . . .  . cc I i.uute do Chevalier Lmr, cotitrc drur D u plfis r, oi
J S - t e v s , !;: u h - r . ' ' r '  i /•ou,„i,Ilu,!lb; r. .- * lu ‘*' 'n . •«* iv if# hud loiut'd Chunda Sahib , raised the arjnv to 3" 0oO
S r i t T u e n t l i".l; r^ tl5,u« lt> of lWo m en, at tl.o lived U

U 'r 1- !i',t nf 1 ini’ for which h l" fdmi|y  furnished inh ip m  - 1. ... raj h.a Liltunni.~M, voi. iii.urt. C live.—M.
li:.' I-'to ip . ,r.ijdi»T of Clive, Mr .1 Mal« . Ini, advertina to tin* l ■*'i >lv, Wnna, rtmt ill • i|.|.1ii Uti. II ..1 til, I i» not

1 out b> I. -  t o t . i . rt.ilnly there is notinn - ui tli • IhM«h > • t Iw udo-
1 .<• to warrant tin* Appliraticn; ho mhuiui to h»*i* bi«n  stubborn and

dogged, iiu litr  u .iui turl u lem .— W.

J-j HISTORY OF BRITISH INDIA. n i l  J



(if W )1) (CT
\ • V /  • RISE OF CLIVE.

\^ ^ ) ^ ^ e a i 'c i t y  of officers, again involved him in opera- BOOK. IV. 
thmsLmr better suited to his restless, daring, and conten- cn.\r. n.
tious mind. He had accompanied the troops sent for the -----------
defence of Trichinopoly, till after the affair at Volcondah, USE 
and had been employed by the Presidency in conducting 
the several reinforcements which they had attempted to 
forward, l ie  was now furnished with 200 Europeans and 
300 Sepoys ; and to spare oven these, Fort St. David and 
Madras were left, for their defence, the one with 100, and 
the other with fifty men. To command them lie had 
oight officers, of whom nix had never been in notion, and 
four were young men in the mercantile service of the 
Company, whom his own example’ had inflamed. For 
artillery they had three field-pieces; and two eiglite.-n 
pounders were sent after him. The enemy, who remained 
in garrison at Arcot, which was an open town, defended 
by a fort, abandoned the place, and gave him possession 
without resistance. Expecting a siege, ho exerted his ut
most diligence to supply the fo r t; and that ho might 
prevent the fugitive garrison, who hovered around, from 
resuming their courage, he made frequent sallies; beat up 
their camp iu the middle of the n igh t; defended himself 
with vigour when assailed ; and harassed them by inces
sant and daring attacks. In the meantime Chunda Sahob 
detached 1000 men from his army at Tricluno]>oly, which 
woie joined by his son with 150 Europeans from Pottdir 
clieri \ , ami, together with tile troops nh-cn.Jy c ■?!<■,o,- I 
in till’ lliiiglibourlu*-.1, t-* the number of ’ ►. t iit'-Tvl 
the oily. Clive iimnedi itolv ivsolv, 1 upon a violent at
tempt to dislodge I hem. < loing out with almost the whole 
of the garrison, ho with his artillery forced tho euemy to 
leave the streot iu which they had posted themselves ; 
hut filling the houses they firod upon his men, and obliged 
him to withdraw to the fort. Iu warring against the 
people of Hindustan, a  few men b o  often gain unaccount
able victories over a host, that on a disproportion of num
bers solely no enterpri .e can be safely condemned as 
rash : in this, however, Clive ran the greatest risk, with 
but a feeble prospect of success. Ho lost til teen of his 
Europeans, and among thorn a lieutenant; and hie only 
artillery officer, with srxtoen other men, was disabled.

Next daythe euemy w as reinforced with £000 men from



JmQQ&prt. Velore. The fort was more than a mile in circumference r 
CHAV. I I .  the walls in many places ruinous ; the towers incOIlTC"

—  nient and decayed ; and everything unfavourable to l*':' 
l u 2. fence : yet Clive found the means of making an effect11** 

resistance. When the enemy attempted to storm at t*** 
breaches, one of fifty and one of ninety feet, ho repujbĉ  
them with but eighty Europeans and H20 Sepoys fit f°r 
d u ty; so efl'ectually did ho avail himself of his feeble 
resources, and to such a pitch of fortitude had he exalte^ 
the spirit of those under his command. During the fob 
lowing night tho enemy abandoned the town with pro' 
cipitation, after they had maintained tho siego for fifty 
days. A reinforcement from Madras joined him on tho 
following day ; and, leaving a small garrison in Arcot, 11(? 
set out to pursue the enemy. Witli the assistance of “ 
small body of Mahrattas, who joined him in hopes of 
plunder, he gave the enemy, now greatly reduced by tfcS 
dropping away of tho auxiliaries, a defeat at Arni, and r<>' 
covered Conjeveram, into which the French had thro"'" 
a garrison, and where they had behaved with barbarity to 
some English prisoners ; among the rest two wounded 
officers, whom they seized returning from Arcot to Ma
dia and threatened to exposo on tlie rampart, if  tlicf 
English attacked them. After those important transac
tions, Clive returned to Fort St. David about tho end of 
December. The enemy no sooner found that he was out 
of the field than they re-assembled, and marched to ravage 
the Company’s territory. Reinforced by some troop* 
which had arrived from Bengal, he went out to meet them 
in tho end of February. They abandoned their camp upon 
his approach ; hut with intent to surprise Arcot, from 
which tho principal part of the garrison had marched ii> 
the reinforcement of Clive. They expected tho gates to 
be opem d ljy two officers of tho English Sepoys, whom 
they had corrupted; hut the plot being discovered, and 
their signals not answered, they did not venture to make 1 
an attack, and suddenly withdrew. Though informed of 
their retreat, Clivo was still hastening his march to Arcot, 
when at Bun-set his van was unexpectedly fired upon by 
the onemy’s artillery; and a hot engagement ensued. Tim 
superior force of tho enemy afforded them great. ad\ai>" 
tages, and seemed likely to decide the contest, unless by

i f W)Y, (CT
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X i ^ ^ ^ p e d i e n t  their cannon could be seized. A t ten at BOOK IV. 
i^ h rC liv e  detached a party, who, favoured by the dark- chat. u .
“ ess, canto upon it unexpectedly in the rear; defeated the -----------
troops who were placed for its defence; and succeeded 1752. 
completely in that important enterprise. After this dis
aster, the enemy dispersed; and before Clive could under
take any new exploit, he was ordered to the presidenev • 
where it was determined to send him, with all the troops 
under his command, to Trichinopoly. It was fortunate 
that tho enemy, dispirited by the last, in addition to so 
many former disappointments and defeats, disbanded 
themselves at the same m om ent; tho country troops de
parting to their homes, and tho Trench being recalled to 
Pondicherry.

While these active operations wero performing in tho 
province of Arcot, Mohammed Aii, though he appeared to 
have little to fear from tho attacks of the French upon 
Trichinopoly, began to have everything to dread from the 
deficiency of his funds. The English, whom he engaged 
to maintain out of his own treasury, were now obliged to 
be maintained at the cost of the Presidency. His own 
troops were without pay, and there was no prospect of 
keeping them long from mutiny or dispersion. He had 
applied for assistance to tho Government of Mysore, a 
cunmiU.rablo Hindu kingdom, which had risen out of tire 
i ' Ct, ,? °»'U»iro Beojftnuggor, ami viownl uii.Ii 

urcau the elevation of t ’huuda .Sahel., wlm liad formerly 
aimcu at lU subjugation. Mohammed Alt renewed his 
imi>ortuuiUes ; and, by promising to the Mysoreans what
ever they chose to u-k, prevailed upon them to march to 
bis assistance. They arrived at Trichinopoly about the 
middle of February, 20,000 strong, including 6000 Muh- 
rattas, who had entered into their pay, ancl of whom a 
part wore tho same with those who had assisted ( live 
after the uioge of Arcot. Their arrival determined tho 
King of Tanjore, who till then had remained neutral to 

, send 0000 men. A few days after Clive was recalled’ to 
Tort St. David, he was again prepared to take the field- 
but on the 26th of March, Major Lawrence returned from 
England, and put himself at the head of the reinforcement 
which consisted of 400 Europeans and 1100 Sepoys, with 
‘ hhc field-pieces, and a large quantity of military Btores,

V mb )  • /a t t e m p t  AT TBICIIINOPQLT. ' f l i  |8 5 ,
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^tajOgfirtY. Both parties had their eyes fixed upon the reinforcement 
cuAr. ii. and Dupleix sent repeated orders that it might be inWr- 

~  oepted at all events. The eft'orts, however, of the euemy> 
proved unavailing; and Lawrence in safety ioined **”■' 
camp,' J

It was now determined to attack the enemy in tbc’r 
camp. This attack the French had not the resolution) c'- 
the means to withstand, and formed the determination 0 
passing over to the island of Seringham. Chunda 
it  is said, remonstrated, but without avail. In the hurt/ 
of their retreat, the enemy were able to carry over only 
part of their baggage, and burned what they were umibh’ 
to remove of the provisions which they had collected 'II 
their magazines.5

As delay was dangerous to the English, from the cirt 
cumstances of their allies, it was their policy to red«e° 
the enemy to extremities within the shortest possild1' 
time. With this view Clive advised them to detach a P''1‘ t 
of the army to the other side of the Coleroou, for the p"1" 
pose of intercepting the enemy’s supplies. Though tlicr° 
was hazard in this plan ; for an enterprising enemy, bf

* [•ppL l'c Rccii: ps Law w ith  grout violence. for not It.ter.-cpilng th is roll"
; u n i  Hit In . li.il* w riters have very rvudite joined w itii him . hut, If tliO 

I t ts u  itvd by Law am  true, it w m  from  want of m eans, nol o f capacity o f  
inclination , that In* tailed. l ie  says, th at tiie w hole arm y, eveu  after it was 
j  incU by the rem ains o f the detachm ent sen t to  A rcot, and by the body under  
A uluni Klmn, did not am ount to 18,000; w h ile the enem y w ere three tim es 
th e num ber. T hat th e  cavalry  o f Chunda Snheb, who had long te e n  w ithout 
p ay , refused to a c t ;  and were jo in ed  by sevcrul other corps o f th e n « lif * 
arm y. That- from th e im portunate com m ands o f D uple ix , to  blockade /u»«* 
starve T rich inopoly , he had extended h is posts m uch beyond w hat the sm all' 
necs o f his m eans rendered advisab le; and was weak at every  point, Th**1 
he made every  effort to  intercept th e convoy at a  d istance, but the cavalry  
o f Chunda Salieb refused to n et; and A ulum  Khan, after prom ising to snpp,,rt 

detachm ent, failed, on ih© p retext that there was not a farthing t» -•’ •c 
,;r- 1 the. details, as stated by L aw , P la in te , p. 23—2m. T he Coni|.;ii:> . !l‘
ti.ea- reply to D upleix , defend th e  conduct of Law. M em. contre D u p le ix

J '1 lus m ovem ent has been v io len tly  condem ned, anti D upleix ascribes to 
th e <1i Knt c f  hi:, -hem* >\ but Major L u w m ire  (N arrative , p . 3 | )  -uys. iIn t 
“ Hu y  (the  K iiglob oiiii era) reckoned it a prudent m easure at tin- tune-'
I r-m  th e w eakness of the French, a retreat wo* unavoidable. ] n„- a •"•its 
th a t had th ey  jirm itU fil the E nglish  to  take possession o f Seringham . 
w ere taken i:i ' aunline forks. He nr-erts, u l . t h a t  they were already -a d i r- 
inir f> r w ant o f prove,V.»s s and that, betw een abandoning Trirlnm»t<", >' '1}*,°' 
Rather, and tlic xv ouition which lie adopted, there wo*} no m iddle c. or* 1 :
Wise course would have been , no doubt, t -  nlandon Trichinopoly . and of 
l  aw says, lie wn.-i abundantly aw are. D ut 11.in. the reiterated ,u.d pr<. , 
ron.m am l- of D upleix ab dutely forbad. I confess u lt. dL.foncc «•* , a : ecC. , *  
tn me s-disfuetory. Plaluto du C hev. b » " .|» . 2!)—3 1 . o n r .c  ’ '' 1 “ ait tu t  
* vrin / burn, fl a great .tore of provl*ions, when tin \ o v n  nit . S ir in g -
*'on ; but w hat Law aa \s , lr. m uch m ore probable— that th e arm y w as  
already beginning to  W  ni want.



one of the divisions, might gainadecisive ad van- BOOK IV.
• ge before the other could arrive, Lawrence accepted the chap. ii.

auvice ; and Clive was detached for the performance of the --------- -
service. It was executed with his usual activity, spirit 1752. 
and success. Duploix made the strongest exertions to 
reinforce aud supply his arm y; but was bafllcd in every 
attempt. D’Autouil, at the head of a largo convoy was 
hrst compelled to suspend his march; was afterwards at 
tacked iu the fort to which he had retired, and at last 
ta k e n  prisoner. The enemy were soon in distress for pro
visions ; thoir camp was cannonaded bv the Emrlish • the 
troops of Chunda Saheb loft his service, and h T lim se  f  
ooking round for the means of personal safety, chose at 

lost to trust to the generality of the King of Tanjore, and 
delivered himself, under the promise of protection, into 
the hands of the Tuujorine commander, dim French 
soon alter capitulated, and surrendered themselves nri 
soners of war. F

The fate of Chunda Saheb rwas lamentable. Ho was 
immediately put in fetters by the faithless Tuujorine A  
dispute, under tho power of which of them he should re
mum, arose between the Mysorean and Maliratta cliiefs

■ jorine Generals, and Mohammed Ali. To compro^
W , » ,Ut0’ MaJ?f Lawrence ProP°sed that he should 
rated * *  English forts. Tho parties ,-epa-
immediatulv ‘■°.u",'h't".un agreement; and the Tniijoiine

nilVO. w i.lcm . Ho well know t l„ t  h i  I S ?  i ’" “
the hands of any of them, tho probable in th c m ,* 11 \  . 1 uul0> m those of some
of them the certam consequence, of their obtain,„g the 
charge of h *  person He wol knew, thm if (l„mui,ded 
him with firmness, they would have all oouseuted t<> I 
confinement iu an English fort.' And. if 110 did not k, 
it is not the less true, that in the hands of the English

1 Orrae says it was so proi -sod by Law rence, but that th e con fib' v ♦
1,01 ii nt. At this Hern!. the English were not j... well a* j * 'v,,ul<l 
¥?T«r as to rretend to dictate to tho Halite princes with when. of ***' — W. ‘,,u.v Co-opgfjî
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have become a powerful instrument with which to 
ciT-uCn. counterwork the machinations of Dupleix. At any rate,
----------- Dupleix, of all men, on this ground, had the least title to

2752. raise an accusation against the English, since ho had re
solved to imprison for life his unfortunate ally, and to 
reign sole Nabob of the Carnatic himself.1

The failure of the enemy at Trickinopoly, the possession 
of which both parties appear to have valued too high, 
produced in the breasts of the English hopes of undisputed 
superiority and of that tide of riches, which unbounded 
sway in the affairs of the Carnatic promised to their 
deluded imaginations. Major Lawrence was in hasto to 
march through the province, investing his triumphant 
Nabob ; and saw no placo, except Gingee, which he ima
gined would retard his progress.2

Ho was not a little surprised when the delays of the 
Nabob indicated much loss impatience. Tho Nabob was, 
in fact, engaged in a troublesome dispute. Among the 
inducements which ho had employed to gain the assistance 
of the Mysoreans, lie had not scrupled to promise the 
possession of Trichinopoly and its dependencies. Tho 
Mysorean chief now insisted upon performance; and tho 
M,limit in captain, who eagerly desired an opportunity of 
obtaining Trichinopoly for himself, encouraged his pre
tensions.

Intelligence of this dispute was a thunderstroke to Law
rence. H is country had paid dear for Trichinopoly ; yet 
now it appeared that it could not be retained, by him for 
whom it was gained, without a flagrant violation of honour 
und faith. The violation of honour and faith the Nabob, 
in the Indian manner, treated as a matter of entire insig
nificance. Tho Mysorean could not but know, he sank

1 T  I . ,  i.i a fjir iu -.,j b y  th e  F ren ch  To*? Iti-1 u C n n ipan v (Mtcnto,r®
c-.t'C  ; J • i r - , - i .  j, 7 " , .  in I e v id en ced  by e x tr a c t1. » lm h  tin y  p ro du ce  flOlU 
th e  u- r l c t .* ; i I '. ijjIHx , wm t< it by hla ow n a g e n t  nt tlto c ou rt o f  tin* SnbnlnlfU'- 
Air. »»rnu* twiv.» (I. th a t  th e  p a ten t o f  N ab ob wn* a c tu a lly  p n , Ulx„ j  i^j.*ro 
C n n iil 'i  N.U.eh' d eath . T h e  ti u tli l/i, tlm t ouch o f t le n t ,  C l iu n d i >„bri» mill 
n b in e 'f .  w/v c ! to irvf rid o f  th«i o th er, und to  be N abob alone ; and th e) »«aa 
«ndea • by i.. ; • tre n ch trv , to  d c  np| m l *:i u i  • >:hvt'» ib-ipnfc >*»
lit BUjn-d, (Vid itr A p p e n d ix . N o. vi.' l-'or tin. nbove d'Mniln, fro m  the .leant < f 
'I  .M iir-r ('i'l , lhC •.IV.. II •lot'/ 1 1 U .iiiu /em ont *1 "  •-
1 ” 1 I' 'bn |.an y , j- BO— *U : C.tinbrUh • • W ar in l:, I.a |C, ;i7 : >!• ntoini
1 " i f  I , , . 7 1 — 7 7 . M em oir* entitre I *n p . 70 ',-1. I ‘ l»» 11 - 1 * - 'h i
* v»»l e r  p. j ;i _ .v , j .uv.- ;!1y ,, ;i.i, (h at th ey m ade on ** all* m| ” ■ 'ur
the «'*■ »■ *. „( C ii iim U  S a licb  b y  w a fer, hut tho r . u r  m a  luo "h a llo w  nt tire 
tllilr  to float t ill ' bn.1t

J Lawrence’* Narrative, p.BH.
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fy/lr-l. .A,-,?. ' 'S '
■ Hiac. mlcli a promise was never made to be fulfilled ; and BOOK IV. 
doubtless no Indian can believe of any man, that he will c h a p . i i .
ieep  more of a promiso than it is his interest, or than he -----------
is compelled, to keep.1 1 “52.

After some time lost in altercation, tho Nabob promised 
to fulfil his engagement, and deliver up the fort in two 
months; and with this the Mysorean, finding no more 
could bo obtained, allowed himself for the present to 
appear satisfied. The English, leaving a garrison in tho 
fort, sot forward to establish their Nabob ; but tho aux
iliary troops of Tanjoro, and of Toudeman, had marched to 
their homes ; and tho Mysoreans and Mahrattas refused 
to depart from Trieliinopoly.

liuploix was not reduced to do3pondency, by the stroke 
which the English imagined had realized their fondest 
hopes. As it was tho character of this man to form 
schemes, which from their magnitude appeared romautic 
so was it his practice to adhere to them with constancy, 
even when the disasters which he encountered in their 
execution seemed to counsel nothing hut despair. Nor 
did the resources of his miud fail to second its firmness, 
l ie  still found means to oppose a nearly equal, in a little 
time a moro than equal, force to his opponents.

H was resolved, and very unwisely, that tho first opo- 
raln.i, ,,f tho English should be the reduction of Uingoc ; 
panlai.nvd *0’ tho trench ; and the only place in the ['Id-
t  inoe expeotvil to yield a serious resistance. Major t.aw-
j’onco coudenmoil thin plan of oporations, and riseominouded 
the previous rer.iw.ry ■ 1ho jav.xmoo, und the collection 
of tho rents ; but by the itiiiuunco of .Mr. ISanders, tho 
President, his opinion was over-ruled.* Duplcix despatched 
a force for tho purpose of seizing the passes of the moun
tains by which Gingee is surrounded, and of intercepting 
the English convoys. The detachment of the English 
army, which had arri. cd at Gingee, marched to dislodge 
them ; but, instead of succeeding in their object, sustained 
a defeat.

The French, olevated by this advantage, roiuforoed their 
victorious party with as many troops as they found it pog-

1 ColMKl Wilks is very severe on tlio treachery of tlir Nfcbcii, anil on ttio 
.-.line it. Historical Sketches, ut supra, p. m s -M I.

* Ijiivreiiccj Narrative, p. 41.
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sible t0  ■se,ld into the field. This army, by way of triumph  
C A P .  II. marched close to the very bounds of Fort St David. A  
— —  company of Swiss, in the English service, were s«ut 0,1 

this emergency from Madras to Fort St. David in b"ots’ 
contrary to the advice of Lawrence, who entreated t,ic{  
might be sent in a ship of force ; and Dupleix, unrestra'ne<: 
by the vain forms of a treaty of peace, subsisting fi6* 
tween England and France, while both parties wero viO" 
lating the substance of it every day, took them prisoned 
of war by a ship from Pondicherry road. Lawrence ba°' 
toned toward the enemy. His forco consisted of 400 
Europeans, 1700 Sepoys, 4000 troops belonging to th° 
Nabob, and nine pieces of cannon. The French arm / 
consisted of 400 Europeans, 1500 Sepoys, and 600 horse I 
wh,-, declined a battle, till Lawrence, by a feigned retreat, 
inspired them with confidence. The action, which toot 
pluoo near Bahoor, two miles from Fort St. David was 
decidedly m favour of the English ; but would have been 
fur more destructive to the French had the Nabob’s cavalry 
done their duty, who instead of charging the routed too, 
betook themselves to the more agreeable operation of 
plundering their camp. After this seasonable vb.ory  
Captain ( live was employed, with a small detachment to

■ <*H< 'i Cowteag and Ohinghnut 
which he executed with his usual vigour and addr* s • 
and then returned to Europe for his health. About the
same time the monsoon compelled the armv to  witl l °
from the field. ‘

During these transactions, Nunjeraj, the Mysorean 
General, was not idle before Trichinopoly. Ho made 
several attempts to get into the fort by surprise, as well 
os to corrupt the troops; and his efforts hold Captain 
Dalton, commanditig the English garrir, perpetually on  
the watch. The views of thatcliiof were now, also, directed 
toward the Frunoh ; and so much progress had been niudo 
in tlio adjustment of terms, that u body of 3000 Mahretla* 
were actually on their inarch to join the oneniy when 
vic'lory ut liahoor produced a revolution in their inli'1*® > 
and they joined tile English, os if thoy had mai < la"1 ,I,,m 
’*' " hinopoly witli that express design. I lui mi; lh" 'ut°r-
' d of wmter <iu«rlera, the negotiations with ilio J’rc-nch 
weiu completed, and the Muhrattas, at an early poriod,
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marched Pondicherry; while tho Mysoreans, to give BOOK [V. 
themselves all possible chances, remained before Trichino- chap. ii.
poly, as still allies of the English ; but they declared them- -----------
selves, before the azlnii . re ttmed their operations ; and 
attacked an advanced post of Captain Dalton’s, defended 
by sixty European* and acme Sepoys, whom they dee teoyed 
to a man.

Before theSe designs of tho Mysorean and Mahratta 
chiefs wore brought to maturity, Major Lawrence had 
given his advioo to seize thorn, in one of their conferences 
with Captain Dalton.1 If there was any confidence, during 
negotiation, reposed in the English by the Indians, bovond 
what they reposed in one another, a confidence of which 
Iho loss would have been risked by such a blow, we are 
not informed ; tho danger which might have been averted 
by securing tho persons of those enemies, was of consider
able amount.

Dupleix, though so eminently successful in adding to 
the number of combatants on his side, was reduced to°tho 
greatest extremity for pecuniary supplies. The French 
East India Company wore much poorer than oven the 
English ; tho resources which they furnished from Europe 
wore proportionally feeble ; and though perfectly willing 
t‘‘ share with Duplcix in the hopes of conquest, when 
e i i j . i y n i n u t  was speedily promised, their impatience for 
....aui iito them soon tired of the war; and tin t were 
now "Upurtunatoly urging Duplcix to find the n.-tuts of 
concluding a peace. Ididvr C*. . e . - u f i u ,  iluple . had 
employed Ins own t'ortuni and Ins own credit, in answering 
tho demands ul tin- xvnr ; mid. as a Just resource, he now 
turned his thoughts to Moitiz Ali. the Governor of Velore.
He hold up to him the piospect of even the Nabobship 
itself, in hopes of drawing from him the riches which he 
was reputed to possess. Marti* Ali repaired to Pondi
cherry, and even 1 Ivanceda considerable sum ; but liuding

1 In Justice tu Major Lawrence. It i m t - iA  r.-rc.irU .i tii.it Hilt iiO oce w u  
given tmly upon tho dc.-M lon of u p lot, «rt > .1 i.* (ho M t-orro i jp n , |-a |
♦o assassinate Captain Dalton. and Mirprli<? Trlcliiiioj <ilt. there Ix-init no (incn 
rm<tn>e vet even  with Mohammed All, much I. w ith the I nullah. •* it  * u., 
on the tii*covery of till ?*>" tho : * 1 h ,1 iVtro1 l
p.ujo on the .Mausoronn and Mornrow. » h ic ii he m iBlit easily  h a w  dune by  a  
•tirpriKc, as ho often h id confcrcm with them  : and 1 nmvt own ) thought, 
hi JuMt,-,. it  wnnld have been right to  It ivc doiic It, but th e Presidency wore 
',f -u-.iiw r opinion." I .a v m n ce i  Narrativo, p. 3U.— \N.



BQ&&1V. that much more was expected, he broke off the negotiation, 
chap. ii. and retired to his fort.
—— — The contending parties looked forward with aV>'ed

prospects to the next campaign. By the co-operation of 
the Mysoreans, and the junction of the Mahrattas, tl!° 
latter of whom, from the abilities of their leader, and th®}r 
long experience of European warfare, were no contempt^d? 
allies, the French had greatly the advantage in numeric11* 
force. In tho capacity, however, of their officers, and 111 
the quality of their European troops, they soon folt ft 
remarkable inferiority. Lawrence, without being a man 
talents, was an active and clear-headed soldier; and the 
troop’s whom he commanded, both officers and men, ftp" 
peered, by a happy contingency, to combine in their little 
body all the virtues of a British array. The European 
troops of the enemy, on the other hand, were the very 
refuse of tho French population; and Lawrence, himself, 
candidly confesses that their officers wore frequently seen, 
in the hour of action, making the greatest eiforts aud 
without efleet, to retain them in their ranks. Anion# 
their commanders, not a man showed any talents ; and 
Duplcix with great bitterness complains, that, wit.li On* 
exception of Bussy, he never hod an officer on whose 
ability ho could place the smallest reliance.1

i In hta letter to the French m in ister, d ated  16th October. 1753 lie «y»v« «t „ 
recruits wlm m  the Com pany sent lilm  w ere, “ enfans, decrntcurs ’et 1. n' \ \ l  <•
Ho says, " L ’exem p le que vous a  prtfrcntd l ‘Angk*terre on n'unroyant Z  L  
troupes nguerries nuroit du engager la Coinpagnie h aroir la memo attend  n 
duns 1c cboix .” He adds, “  .Je nc saifl que penser dc aeltll qul est charge lies 
rcerucs, m n isjc  erois qn’il n 'y em ploye pas la  somm e que lu Coinpacnio lui 
pa»«? pour chaquc h o n im e: ce  n’est sans douto pas votre intention n i lu - 

1 n’en  cat poa m olns vrai que tou t ee qul nous parvient n’est tin 
'.e l*  plus v lk  - 1 M ttes  m o i.m on selgu eu r.d e vous stanpMar

' ,  ' c t  ' •* "; dr« * lev p lus p n x is  ; la g lo ir ed u  n il y  c-t In U: rosso.-,
\  i.yi> i , plus quc Mifn-nut pour exi,-er Unite voir. iitUnCon
,!.• n (,:.t vous .lire tous J-s nu.iwais propos qul tlc.imeut aur l'cuvot do c -j 
’ "  uSv‘ •' ; ,f . I’AnjiM s ■ n fait <le Kor«. • oliaude.*. il ii'u « u qtw n .iu
'■ c *l ' d t'; ri-r-r; les .\laurts cl if i 1:.>!!' H- om iiin  nrcnt I* )H-r«lro I'.v
liBUtt' Ivb «■ i|u i.:« coil v lit  dc nous, et nos "111' Win no m* n ictteni quo
j.! . V i. mix .i 1' iir !,!■■; vc  n ’est qu’un ori !i cc . u jf t . "  Memoir*-, pour ) jXt 
I V .v -  J u s!die r.idi. dc m . Dnpi.-Lx, h M . de M achault, p . 50. I„ the mm o  
k ’D . l a - P - . ' i r  ! n  olll' icrs II y on a ptui, *>u ponr m leux dire point du 
t'"1* ‘I'" ' uf en «<!ui dc com: winder; la  • >m• "»• W-ur manque iw. m ni*il«
W- m l*! • n'y r. |-  • !• -u ; da.- |< noinhre sur-t*»ut de cenx nrrlv.'s i'a* *•<'«• 
derm r .\  In pluu/.rl nVtaient quo drs imfuiis. m»iih lu nmindre tciuturr do '* 1'
'it-*-; lr r-ildnl aVn ni'.qin . «t rouxrm  a .o c  Ju*t»* raison.” ll.id .p  M fit 
I*. Mu. Mim: litter  o! Hit- •< r ir,-a ..f J'uv.; . «!■ 'V  > !th {-alutmt j wur. »•»

j'.-n •x.o o.i .•■■‘orid i , i .  |f. V(J,m pud* ate. hi m, uml f * *•
* " “ rt • ■ M ■ !•-».!. • r. H-I.t 1« i mini er. II y n Jiln.̂  , | t. mu." Imd.
1* r'7- N "> this nn em pty ImmuI : So near i n ,  j0 , | ,u net ■•mpllsh- 
incnt or ln« ob)*' i , without any such Important n ls t a n c e ,  that tfic talents 
" { a «»>«n dU'. H uuv, .n Hie Carimti' , would soon i ,a, 0 i.lncjd h:M at lt« 
head.

I
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5n January the two armies again took the field : BOOK TV. 
, reach, consisting of 500 European infantry and sixty c h a p . i i .
norse; 2000 Sepoys ; and 4000 Mahrattas, commanded by ---------
Moran Row. The English consisted of TOO European in- 1755. 
fantry, 2000 Sepoys, and 1500 horse belonging to the 
Nabob. The French, to avail themselves of their supe
riority in cavalry, avoided an action, and employed them
selves in making war upon the English convoy.-'. This 
they did, with so much effect, that Major Lawrence was 
frequently obliged to escort his stores and provisions with 
his whole army from Fort St. David. In this manner tlio 
time was consumed till the 20th of April, when an r n m ss  
arrived from Captain Dalton, that lin had only threo works’ 
provisions remaining in the fort.

When the English, after the capitulation of the French 
at Senngham, marched from Trichinopoly, and left Captain 
Dalton Commandant of the English garrison, the brother of 
the Nabob was at the same time appointed Governor of 
the town. I!y an unhappy oversight the magazines wore 
left under direction of the Mohammedan Governor; and 
Captain Dalton satisfied himself with asking, f r o m  time 
to time, in what condition they remained. ’ When tha 
Mysoreans, however, had shut him up in his fort, and, 
scouring the adjacent country with their cavalry, hud 
lm vonted for some time the arrival of supplies, it occurred 
" um. r a t h e r  to o  late, that he had hotter see with his mm 

v n" *’u l̂0 had to depend. His a lly . In- f.'itiul, had 
, '  ̂ e  p ro v is io n s  at. a n  pnnriiininr p rin t to  tho

people ol t h e  to w n  ; a n d  h r  w a s  le f t  in  Unit a l a r m i n g  con
dition, o w h ic h  lie  h a s te n e d  to  m a lm  report to Maior 
'Lawrence. J

Only one resolution was left to the English commander 
that of marching directly to tho support of Trichimmoly’ 
llis army suffered greatly on the march, both by 1 '■, fu.m 
and sickness ; and. upon his arrival at the place, he found 
that all the force he could muster for offensive operations 
after leaving the proportion necessary for tho duties of tlio 
garrison, consisted of 500 Europeans, and 2000 Sepoys 
The Nabob had 3000 horse, but they wore badly paid, 
executed their duty with proportional neglect and disobe
dience. The French followed with 20' > Europeans and 500 
h,T''.' )i,to the support of tho Mysoreans ; and Trichinopoly

r. \  ^  W*TH THE FRENCH CONTINUED. ' S i  I ft3
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x̂ <@ I^$3^W am e once more the seat of a tedious and harassing
c h a p . ix. warfare. , _ ,
----------- It deserves remark, that Major Lawrence, who had

175-1. recommended the seizure of the Mysorean and Mahratta 
chiefs, uniformly disapproved of the attempt o ie am 
Trichinopoly after tho promiso to give it up. ®
equally worthy of remark, that the delicacy of 6 1
sidency ■withheld their hands from the persons 0 
hostile chiefs; but easily endured tho violation o 1 
engagement respecting Trichinopoly. Delicacy ‘wouk nivc 
been less violated in the one instance, by following lC 
advice of Lawrence, and prudence would have been nioie 
consulted l»y following it in both. The cession of Trichi
nopoly to the Mysoreans would have enabled tho English 
to establish tlicir nabob, with little opposition, in the 
bov< rcignty of tho Carnatic, and would have saved them 
from two years of expensive warfare.

It was on the fjth of May, 1753, that Major Lawrence 
again arrived at Trichinopoly ; and from that day to the 
11th of October, 175-1, tho most active operations were 
carried on. Neither tho French, with their allies, were 
sufficiently powerful to reduce Trichinopoly; nor had tin 
English sufficient force to compel them to raise tho niogu. 
Tlio two parties, therefore, bent their endeavour®; the 
English, to supply tho garrison with a sufficient quantity 
of food, to enable them to prosecute their objects in 
another quarter ; the French, by cutting off the supplies, 
to compel the garrison to surrender. On both sides tho 
greatest exertions were made ; severe confliots were fre
quently sustained, in some of which decisive advantages, 
at one time on one side, at another on the other, were on 
the point of being gained: and never did English troops 
display move gallantry and good conduct, than in defence 
of llic unimportant city of Trichinopoly. More than ft 
year had boon sp en t; and neither of tho contending 
parlies seemed nearer their object, when a new scene was 
intioduood.11

1 i !>i* ip - l  it. il o n  t in  ’M iif a i 'to ry  A u th o r i ty  of On], W llli» , w h o  M *l * u  
|.f.i tuul • •»( jhmihUih (tie currc.<i| oiulcm-e I-ewn ncc with tin- I'm •' >

l lu n .it.-.il l. i.hi*«, ut \u |iia , i». :n-i.
1 ■ r ll  i N nrrnU '.c, Ilf CnmlirhUp • \\ u j. :«>i ’ • ■ " 'i n o .

I J i ' ,  mu  V '- f>? ir; ahft; Mihu. j- 'iir  l)u|ilt>ls, j- 7< - H' .  « ut
“ lllira , J> v*r>- .;i4d y|n|ii the m u tt ilJI|Kit(OAtl

■ c°i&X
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x W ^ ^ 5 ^ ’j ept3> which fired tlio ambition of the European BOOK IN’. 
T m tJ n,llf i1iQ *n<̂ a» wcre to° d istan t to warm the imam- chap. n.
i', r u  ^  th° Bil'ootors an<1 Proprietors of the French and -----------
-ngu^ii Companies in Europe ; and to them tho burden of I'.vt. 

Tne ,"'ar “ d become exceedingly hateful. Aware of tlio 
passion for peace which now animated his employers and 
of the opinion disseminated in Europe o fh isam b iti 
and warlike viows, Duploix had opened u. negotiation with 
Saunders, tlio Governor of Madras, in January, 17,34 Tlio 
real point in dispute was whether or not Mohammed Ali 
should bo acknowledged Nabob of the Canialic • the 
English contending that ho should be recognised bv the 

■ French the French contending that ho should be given up 
by the English. The parties were far from being disposed 
on either side, to concede the point.; and the state of cir
cumstances was little calculated to facilitate a compromise • 
the negotiation turned, therefore, on matters of form • and 
never, surely did negotiation find more ridiculous matters 
of form on which to employ itself. In a country in which 
all questions of dominion are determined by tho sword • 
in a question which, without any consideration of right-’ 
they themselves had, during four years, been labouring to 
decide by the sword, they affected to sit down gravely to a 
compamon of pretended titles and grants. Tlio authority 
thouvhH h Partles ^'Pealed was that of the Mogul, 
a i u X ‘M m X  f  T 1Un th° district in £ •
power, too or 4h„ M ,a ^  r«caut dato ! the
auth nitv in ii i ‘ 'd "as such, tlmt ho had no umrv autho ,t> ,11 U,,. U  ocui 111mi l.v luulat holme Th. .»„. bo
ll y on whnli tlio B'-wnnnmi. of Um Caruatio immediately 
depended » * , that of tho .Subahdar of the Doccu ■ , h
the Subahdar of the Deccan woo Salabnt Juno' the fr i^ ’l 
of tho French: so far, m point of title, t h l  ha th, 
undoubted advantage. The patents, however, which Du ’ 
ploix had received from Salabut Jung, and winch pl-uvd 
the imbobship of the Carnatic entirely at his disposal" he 
asserted to have been confirmed by the Mogul. The ling, 
lish, on their side, affirmed that, they had a patent constT 
tutiug Mohammed Ali Nabob of tho Caruatio ; and they 
called upon the French to produce their documents. The 
Froueh did exhibit some pap ere, which the English, and 
C1, ibly with truth, asserted to bo forged. Tho English

\ A  J-J n e g o t ia t io n  c o n t in u e d . n l m
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were called upou to produco their pretended patent, and 
chai*. ir . had none to produce : upou tki«, with mutual crimination,
----- -----  the proceedings broke oil'.1 . T,

J754. Tho parties upon whom the decision depended in Europe 
camo together with minds more disposed to ncoommo a- 
tion. The English Company had, from an early ™
the war, importuned the ministry with complaints, rna 
during the existence of a treaty of peace between Eng an 
and Fraucc, they were oppressed by the burden of a dan
gerous war, produced by the ambition of a French o° 
vemor in India. The same subject had formed the matter 
of remonstrance between tho English and F’rench govern
ments ; and it was at last agreed that the dispute should 
he terminated by a  distinct negotiation. M . D u v e la e r  
arrived in London, vested with the powers of tho French 
East India Company ; Lord Holdernesso negotiated on tho 
part of the English ; while the Duke of N e w c a s t le ,  as 
minister of England, and tho D u e  de Mirepoix, as ambas
sador of I  ra n e e , shared, when, necessary, in the 00*** 
ferences and decisions.

Dupleix, in stating afterwards the reasons of his conduct, 
asserted that, in tho situation into which tho Deccan was 
thrown, upon tho death of Nizam ul Mulk, an inWrfur.-nco 
in the affairs of tho country was not a matter of Choice. 
The chiefs who contended for power, supreme and subor
dinate, were all ready to tempt, and by the most important 
concessions, the European nations to grant them support.
I f  one nation, from an extraordinary effort of self-denial, 
should decline such advantages, what was to he expected 
but that another would embrace them ? and that, rising 
in power above its rivals, it should first oppress, and 
finally expel them from the country 1 Dupleix was tho 
1 ii tst to perceive these consequences; and, from the promp
titude and decision of his character, tho first, to act upon
.  1 ( ,n n c , i. 33* ; n-'lK'<3’* Narrative, p. 8 1 ; M« m. pour D upleix, p. 8 3 :

11 ' 1 in'll !' writ r.'. with the ; t i o f W ill;,, make UO 
nl. i .->u t.. tiny rr. t, OJ a r * |Clll h, IJ ont by thr l.uglieh . hu t it >• «1i«-
n u c lly  a «  frteo by D upleix, w ho appeals tu the lclt«»» of S.im .
■•I" npjv.MMmt had ;u , -a, that I doubt not the fact. ’Ihe llnglUh writ* '*■
•rv  very never*• itpmi the tren ch  forgeries, * y that the confer*'1,1 
broken . if  when the lYem.lt, who had jiorintti* d ih< it j ,«*•.« ><• ,
C4.|.H'4| h> the Imi,- rti, withdrew them  upon tho KugliMi nil. tint. m« 1,1''1 tl;;> 
v" i. h.igvd Im p kix , on the other h a n d .ra> thut l.« reft* ’ .I i • I* 11' 1 
I r. 1.. h 1 ,*-•! . ,nj ion*r,-r if. IK.' cr.p.vd. will H the l-.nrli«li tailed to »ny
on  tLur sido which m l^ it undergo the muo*  opt*milt u .

(f( W)i) (fii
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X ^ ^ ^ ^ c o v o v y ,  This priority, which naturally promised BOOK IV.
advantageous to him, was tho reverse. It stamped c i i a p . xi. 

Ills whole earner with the character of nggros i -n; ihoupli 1 ~
u i u  English thomsolves drew the same conclusions, ftH b o o h  11 " *■ 
as they wore suggested to thorn by tho proceedings of 
P»lduix ; iheir P » veilings by tho V" I . \  |
it  was not safe for thorn to s ee their rival oggrandixod hy 
favour of the native powers. That to play a high game iu 
India, was a wish dear to the heart of lluploix, sulliciontly 
appears; but that there v.ere strong rc.r.onn for tho part 
which he acted, Ho one acquainted with the affairs of India 
will uttompt to dirputo.

Tho Froucli East Iudia Company, however, and the 
Tr : li era, were but little acquainted with the
affairs of India ; those who envied, nud those who hated 
Dupleix, accused him of wasting the resources of the Com
pany in ambitious wars; and tho English Company and 
tho English mini-try accused him of embroiling the two 

1 me in India; and there was a general pre judice against 
him and his proceedings, both in France and in England, 
at the time when the conferences in London wars hold.
The English ministry prudently duspaAehod a considerable 
fleet to India, while the negotiation was still proceeding.
Thu French ministry had no duct to spare ; and dreaded 
the superiority winch such a force might bestow. Tlie 
French Company were, at the suuc time, extremely eager 
to lauio tho gains of commerce, which (hoy promised 
thcmaolvos in puaoo ; and, from nil there can s s, wore div 
qio-a'1 to make ampio roucc: .ions. It nJliumti’h appoarod. 
that no dulinito amu'gumont-c.udd bo mailo except up('n 
the spot. Iho I'.ngUsh, however, exclaimed against any 
negotiation which was to bo .■ > ducted by lJuploix Hu. 
object of which, they alUruicd, his ambitidu and artifice
would be sure to dcfi a'. I nj Iiench ministry wort not 
for from harbouring the same opinion ; and caddy cu.,u;d. 
assented to the pmpoadiou of '.ending coimuis/'iotu'rn 
from Europe to S' idle the differences of tho two nations 
in India.
. A point was thus gai«' 1 m fev ,ur the English, on 
vvhialx their fortune in India very probably hinged ; for 
When, after the short interval i f Iw  y. avs, war was re
newed between the English and French ; whou the English 

von. m, H
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X ^ Q ^ ^ w e r e  expelled from Bengal; and tlie influence of Buasy 
c h a t . ii. was paramount at the court of the Subahdar; had Du-
----------  pleix remained at the head of French affairs in India, the

1751. scheme of that enterprising governor, to render himself 
master of the Carnatic, and the Subahdar master of Ben
gal, would have stood a fair chance of complete accom
plishment.

On the second of August, 1754, M. Godheu, appointed 
commissary to negotiate a peace with the English, and 
vested with authority to supersede Dupleix in the govern
ment of all the French possessions in India, arrived at 
Pondicherry. Dupleix affirms, that in the negotiations at 
London, for the sake of removing all local prejudices and 
views, it had been established that the governors in India 
on both sides should bo removed ; and commissioners, 
free from all bias, should be sent from England to ter
minate the costly disputes.1 If this was a condition really 
made, the French, it would appear, consented to a de
parture from it, as they raised no complaint against Mr. 
Saunders, who continued the President of Madras. Tho 
English, in this manner, obtained the important advantage 
of having the negotiation conducted on their aide by a 
porson conversant with tho affairs and interests of tho 
two nations in India, while it was conducted, on the part 
of their antagonists, by a man to whom they were in a 
great measure unknown.

Godheu lost no time in taking upon himself the exercise 
of his authority, and in commencing his negotiations with 
Saunders. The strong desire of his employers for peace 
appears to have been the predominating consideration in 
Ins mind ; and he manifested, from the beginning, a dis
position to concede, of which the English made umplo 
u( \an -age. n the 11th of October, u suspension of arms 
was established for three months ; and on tho 2<5tU of 
December, a provisional treaty, to bo confirmed or altered 
m Europe, wan signed at JPondickorry. By this treaty, 
everything for which they had been contending wan g .iinod  
|>y the English ; every advantage of which they hat! oom o 
into possession v.as given up by the French. I)y the oti-

' M','" V " ur p. no. As (hla assertion (m ade before iicrsons h ighly
' - V ' i! *"•' - I ll'll  ml a n -.-'1 '■ ni.1'1.1 lu Il.i" i.. in.nl < i 

I>u»0 . i» . In tho Answer of the Company to the >16 moire of* ui'*oix, it in entitled to credit.
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u ; P ^ ^ h d r a w  effectually from interference in the BOOK IV.
,, T  ° ^10 lla^ ve princes, Mohammed Ali was left, by cu.\r. ii.
,1.e acq Nabob of the Carnatic or Areot. And by the ------ —■
tpn ation to arrange the territorial possessions of the 1734.

Wo nations on the principle of equality, the important 
acquisition of the four Ciroars was resigned.1 Till the 
decision of the two Companies in Europe should bo given 
the contracting parties were to abstain from hostilities' 
direct or indirect ; and tlioir possessions to remain ns they 
wore. J

That the severe strictures which Dupleix made upon 
this treaty wore in some dogreo overcharged, is not to bo 
denied. There is no reason to believe him, when he asserts 
that Trichinopoly was on the point of surrenderin', for 
waut of supplies ; for, at the time of the suspension of 
arms, the relative advantages of the contending parties 
appear to have been nearly the same as they had been 
twolve months before. It is equally impossible to believe 
what the English writers affirm, that the advantages of 
the English were now so great as to make it  politic on the 
pait of the French to conclude the treaty, unfavourable 
*13 it was. Admiral \Y atson had indeed arrived with a 
iloet, consisting of three ships anil a sloop; having on 
board a king’s regiment of 700 men, with forty artiilery- 
nivii, and 200 recruits. But 1.500 European troops had 
arrived with Godheu on the part of the French ; - and 
1 upleii boasts, with some reason, that ho could liavo 
added to these the Mahrattas, the Mysoreans, and, on cer
tain conditions, the King of Tanjoro.' Hussy, too, had 
improved with so much at idly !iis situation with Salabut

• Col. W ilks (p . 31?) must lmvc rea-l the treaty very carclĉ -’v to Im . i . .  
that “ the substantial Uoorhh Woterm.,e.,i m il d.K..ity o t«io extonE^.2 
valuable provinces <>f the Smlhc. . C om m  were M  n. -.l.o.l in i' , i  „ ‘
when the very tint arid,- ot the treaty m>>. •■Ill l two , ' d, i, 
and 1 Wi*, *b«M reiwmre ‘"V, cr " ; -’K «•.•!> .wromort amt' ,li?„ , ' ,shell never interfere In any .1 Jerenc. i,a. ,n .. ...-tween .he ,,r | * oonnirv." Mr. Orroc, ton (*o easily  l i  the Juduniont warned , 
men when their passions a- encased) bnjittnU it would have 
inf,in vinent of tie weal' ■ '» ■“ " « «  with K„,:l, h ,
fr„tn llninbay, for tl.c dl * df1 ■'« balaboi . • l ,. ,i
l i „ . :,y aw l the French, and deprive l l ie .j  „. .lie  N orlhcrn  C ircles. O nuc,

{ a This in the num ber stated hy Lawrence, N a r m ie s , j, ns ; Or.ne. 1 . 3 7 , 
calls il 1200. Godheu, in his letter » D uplela, > «u .«od  tw o d a y , before h li  
land ing, ca ll! it 2000 (M em . [».i;r h im self
iu  1 - r 1 7 ( iU d . p. i l l ), that by th e troupe m i  i f  “ *• ft»roo w as r tn
at»)K-rit,r to that Of the l-iu:!. h 

J Mr moire poorD uplcbc, p. I l l-
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BOOK IV. Jung, that he ruled in a great measure the councils of the 
cBajEm Subahdar of the Deccan.
— —----  After displaying, in the most brilliant manner, the cv-

J ,w - traordinary superiority of European soldiers, in the subju
gation of tho Patan rebels, ho compelled Salabut Jung to 
raise the son of MoozufFer Jung, tho late Subahdar, and 
friend of tho Trench, to the government, originally on- 
joyed by that unfortunate prince, of the strong-hold of 
Adoni and its territory, augmented by the possessions of 
two of tho Patan nobles, by whose treachery tho father 
was slain. “ An examplo of generosity,” says Mr. Onne,
•* which, if  true, could not fail to raiso admiration i:i a 
country, where tho merits of the father are so seldom of 
advantage to the distresses of the son.” 1

The settlement of tho dominions of Salabut Jung was 
formidably opposed by the Mahmttas, who. in the wcuk- 
m'HS which ensued upon the death of Nizam al Mult, were 
actively employed in adding to their conquests as much 
as possible of tho Subah of tho Deccan. A Maluuttft 
general, named Bolajeo Row, had opposed himself, at the 
k c v lo l do,000 horse, to the march of tho Subahdar be
tween tho KhtnaU and Goloonda, but, by negotiation’and 
11 uitabk' present, was induced to withdraw. Within a,
I namtlia he appeared again, with a force which w. ,,1,1 
have enabled him to gain important advantages, had not 
tno talents of Pussy, and the execution of European firo- 
a‘7 lU’ whlch astonished the Indians, decided in a variety 
oi engagements the fortune of the day. Danger came not 
bom one quarter alone. Ghazee ad din Khan, the oldest 
son of Aizonx al Mulk, destined by his father to maintain 
the interests of Ins family at the court of tho Mogul, had
1 f l ll'|t.!'ii  “”,1u,csc<k1 'u the acecnsiou of his second 
/  | , ■ ! goiemiuoiU of tho Deocuu, to which, as lo
j  . I d a  nod event, he had been accustomed to look. Ypon 
Jfedoath, however, of Nazir Jang, as ho had become vary 
nn.asj iu h,s s tuation at oourt, lie solicited, ns the eldest

8,"'Y ;fJ1' *  Bl Mulk. the appointment of
hu bah da r of the Deccan. The assent of tho Emperor, 
wuioli was new a more form without power, was easily 
o .'lunnol ; and Ghazee ad din arrived at Aurangabad .iu 
ib* Ivgumiug of October, 1752, at tho Loud, it is sui.1. ,,f 

1 Onne, i. 840.
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of whom «a largo body wero Mahrattas, com- BOOK IV.

fyu^Icd'by llolkar Malliar Rao. A t the same time Balajec c h a p .  h . 
mw, and another Mahratta general, named Ragojeo Bonsla, — — 

in concert, it i3 s;iid, with Ghazeo ad din Khan, entered 1764- 
tlio province of Golconda with 100,000 horse. To meet 
those fermidablo armies, Salabut Jung and Bu y took tho 
field with very uneiual numbers ; when Glia^eo ad din 
Khan suddenly died. He was an old man, worn out by 
tho pleasures of the harem ; and his sudden death was by 
no means a surprising even t; but, as it  was singularly 
opportune for Salabut Jung, it was ascribed to poison, said 
to be administered, at his instigation, by the mother of 
the deceased; and, as the event was favourable to the 
Trench, the story of its odious cause has been adopted, 
with patriotic credulity, by tho English historians.1 Tho 
Mahratta generals still continued the war; but were in 
every encounter repulsed with so much slaughter by the 
French, that they soon' became desirous of peace, and 
•Salabut Jung was happy to purchase their retreat by the 
cession of some districts to Balajee Row, in tho neigh
bourhood of Boorhanporc, and to Ragojee* Bonela, in the 
neighbourhood of Boror ; whore that Mahratta chief had 
ae piirod for himselt an extensive dominion. By the ser
vices which, in all those dan gel’s, Bussy had rendered to 
the c.'.uso of Salabut Jung,- whom ho alone preserved upon 
tho throne, his influence with that prince bad risen to iho 
great .st li-ight; and though the envy and jealousy ol‘ tho 
ministers, and the weak cliaru-1, v of the' M iU kkr, <■ >;

his power to p.rpctuul jeopardy; and oxi 
si cl. when l.o was kb uai for the w a v a  . n h k
had almost *..c.Aroyt.d it; tho prudenco and dexterity of 
that able loader enabled him to triumph over all opposi
tion. In the latter end of 753, lie obtained for his couni ry

> Tho author ofthoSoor M m abharw n, whom. »» bettorInf.jrm -.l. I follow n 
nil ntTaus n la U n g  at P-1'1' J . V i  SHy' l l ‘‘- 1 " . that i,0 
, iy , w ithout arc rJm story of ib« poU.m i*
InUcc *1. prcvnUjtUn a note • «»tj nut. i. w«vcr. imput.;tlic fnc» to the mother of Clhaict* a l 1 In- I’®t to tin- talks ».f hlb barcru in

oriental historian d escr ib e  thc eltlcm:- of Ita  i n - n j  i^rMion*
in buttle in such vr.Vn  < ion* ntin.tR .riU len - 'm '-.v  ' '  l  V lI‘lthr ir iiukk om -kvtrv and tlwir «i*dltini«B  ar U lcir , draw sm oke from  th o
Mahratta er e . i- “  they h : a  ' :‘Jt ,n,!'‘ jr * g  ' 1 • ;£ ‘-h  con-mimed su shoals at the tire-altars ul their......... Sun Mutakhareen,
U. 118.

' Gô X
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BOOK IV. the four important, provinces of Mustaphanagar, Ellore, 
i hat, ii. Bajamundry, and Chicacole, called the Northern Oircars ;
—------ “ which made the French,” says Mi-. Oruie, “ musters of

1754, tho geo-coast of Coromandel and Orixa, in an uninterrupted 
lino of 600 miles from Medapilly to the Pagoda of Jagor- 
n a u t;” 1 and “ which,” says Colonel Wilks, “ not only 
aflbrded the requisite pecuniary resources, but furnished 
the convenient means of receiving reinforcements of men 
and military stores from Pondicherry and Mauritius; and 
thus enabled Bossy to extend his "political views to tho 
indirect or absolute empire of the Deccan and tho south.
All these brilliant advantages were now cordially resigned 
by M. Godheu ; and it  will certainly be allowed that few 
nations have ever made, to tho love of peace, s a c r i f i c e s  
relatively more important.

“ Dupleix," says Mr. Orme, whoso concluding strictures 
upon his enemy are equally honourable to tho writer and 
the subject, “ departed on his voyage to Europe, on tlio 
14th of October, having first delivered his accounts with 
the French Company to M. Godheu, by which it appeared 
that ho had disbursed on their account near three millions 
of rupees more than he had received during tho course of 
tho war. A great part of this sum was furnished out of 
liis own estate, and the rest from moneys which he bor
rowed at intorest, from tho French inhabitants at Pondi
cherry, upon bonds given in his own name. M, Godheu 
referred the discussion of these accounts to the Directors 
of tho Company in France, who, pretending that M. Du
pleix had made these expenses without sufficient authority, 
refused to pay any part of tho large balance he asserted to 
ho due to him ; upon which he commenced a law-suit 
against tho Company; but tho ministry interfered and put 
a stop to the proceedings by the king’s authority, without 
entering into any discussion of M. Dupleix’s claims, 01- 
taking any measures to satisfy them. However, they gavo 
him letters .of protection to secure him from beiug pro
secuted by any of his creditors. So that his fortune was 
left much loss than that which he was possessed of beforo 
lie entered upon the government of Pondicherry, in 1742.
His conduct certainly merited a very different requital 
7' 1,1 hi:, nation, which never had a subject so desirous 

1 Uuoe, I. 834, 3 Wilts,ut rtUprs, p. 888,
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of extending its reputation and power in the BOOK IV.

. hlL ‘ ’ tuid ho been supplied with tin' forces lie niAr. n
]ri ^mediately after the death of Anwar-ud-din -----------

an, or bad ho afterwards been supported from Franco L'51. 
necessary to carry on the extensive projects 

he had formed, there is no doubt but that ho would have 
placed Chunda Snhob in tlio Nabobs hip of th# Carnatic 
given law to the Sabah of the Deccan, and perhaps t,. tho 
throne of Delhi itself, and have established a sovereignty 
over many of the most valuable provinces of the empire • 
armed with which power ho would eusy liavo reduced all 
the other European settlements to such restrictions as ho 
imgld think proper to impose. When we consider that 
he formed this plan of conquest and dominion at a time 
when all other Europeans entertained the highest opinion 
of the Strength of the Mogul government, suffering tamely 
ho insolence of its meanest officers, rather than venture 

to make resistance against a power which they ohime- 
rically imagined to he capable of overwhelming them in 
an instant, we cannot refrain from acknowledging and ad
miring the sagacity of liis genius, which first discovered 
and despised this illusion.” 1 11

In a short time after the conclusion of this treaty, both 
aiders and Codheu took their departure for Europe;

1 l aung themselves with the consideration that, by means
I t a i a T r t  le blUS'Sh,gS ° f  between the two1 . ions -n India wore now permanently bestowed. Never 
was expectation more completely daonved, Th, 
procured not bo much *a a wot, mo. Th* Euir
lish proceeded to reduce to the ohe,lienee of tlieir Nabob 
tho districts of Mudura and Tinivolly. The French ox 
claimed against these transactions, ns an infringem ent of 
tho treaty with Oodhou ; hut finding their remonstrances 
without avail, they followed the English example, and sent 
a body of troops to reduce to their obedience the pr' t'y 
sovereignty of Terrier*.

Madura was a small kingdom, bordering on Trichinopoly 
towards the south ; and Tinivelly was a kingdom of siuiil,u. 
extent, reaching from the southern extremity of Madura

I Ormo, I. 377. Voltaire «aj« *$ & *,**, 1™l» XIV. eh. *xxK 1hni'Kx tut mil,It i, Ui-puter X P ara  ht ■ ■<■■■ ' ■> '-t »  i, . tune ci^K'u 
Oca I tv lw .. t i, lllc«e, Oca o,.41cn«-. Om u  I ' .n t l-d , ,m b «  <ta ‘l

11 en oiunrut hlonUt do ch*srt«- nos'*



' Gô X
/  s'-----

ftgteatuC^ o  Cape Comorin. These countries had acknowledged the 
c h a p . >i. supremacy of t ho Mogul government of the Dcccan, and
----------- hail paid tribute through the Nabob of xVreot. When

1751. Cliuuda Saheb was mastor of Tricliinopoly, he had set up 
hie owu brother as Governor of Madura; but during the  
disturbances which followed, a soldier of fortune, named 
Aulum Khan, obtained possession of tho city and govern
ment. When Aulum Khan marched to the assistance of 
Chunda Saheb at Trichiuopoly, where ho lost his life, ho 
left four Patan chiefs to conduct his government, who 
acted ui independent princos, notwithstanding the preten
sions o f i  ' Ali, as Nabob of Arcot. To compro
mise the dispute about Trichinopoly, Mohammed Ah bad 
ofibred to resign Madura to tho Mysoreans. And upon bis 
liberation from the terror of tho French arms, by the treaty 
of Godiieu, he prevailed upon tho .English to afford him a 
body id' troops to collect, as ho hoped, and as tho English 
believed, a hu-go arreor of tribute from tho southern 
dependencies of his nabobs hip.

'The troops proceeded to the city of Madura, which they 
took. Tho Polygon*, as they are called ; the lords, or potty 
sovereigns of the Several districts ; overawed by tho terror 
ol'Em . penn arms, offered fhoir subniis .ions, and promised 
to di«ilunge f h« demanded arrears; hut for tho present 
had little or nothing which they wore able to pay. Instead 
of the quantity of treasure which tho Nabob and tho English 
expocted to receive, tho money collected sufficed not to 
defray the espouse of the expedition. Tho disappointment 
and ill-liumour wore consequently great. The conduct of 
the Engb.- h officer who commanded became the subject of 
bl nuc. J. .cxion, which promised to bo of
Considerable importance with Marawur,adisuict,..m m  t 
by two Polygam, which extended along tho coast on the 
eastern bide of Madura, Iroiu tho kingdom of Tanjoro '.ill 
it joino 1 r] inivully ; hut this connexion gave umbrage to 
the Poly gar Tondotnan. mid the Riya of Tail jure, in notm- 
faction to whom it Win, renounced. With Alaphuz Khan 
the brother of the NuM>, who utlend. .J t|„ nxpedilioii, 
uh future governor of tlio oountry, the officer forinml t,a

i Hinenl, at a rent which was afterwards uojjdenuKd, as 
not ouo hull' of the requisite amount : and tho -English 
<h '** iummt, upon il. return, wn» iuiprud- nljy exposed in  
u narrow pa. «, where it sutlcrcd uovcroly by the people of

\> j  J  HISTORY OF BRITISH INDIA. ^ 1  J
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p .P/by. Prom all the.so causes, the existing' displea- BOtiw i \ . 
w Iin  '/''U11( a:1 objoct and a victim, in tho u n l u c k y  officer, c u a t . ii.

'as tried, and dismissed from tho Company’s service.1 --------
o  T , ou  ̂ tt1® camo time with these transactions in Madura, 1 

ataljut Julie, aooorapuni.d by Bussy and tho French 
t'oops, marched against the kingdom of Mysore, to extort 
arrears of tribute, said to be due from it, a‘i a dependency 
cf tho Subuh of tho Deccan. Upon this emergence, tho 
My,;. e Trhliinopob,- (the J| h r t
refused to abandon their pretensions upon Triehinopoly 
wiicn tho treaty was concluded between tho English and 
•* ’ *• As tho Mysoroaus wore threatened
at the same time, by an army of .U ibrattaa under li.dajej 
bow, they were happy to acquire the protection of Salabut 
J ling, by acknowledging his authority, and paying as largo 
•  sum as it w; p< • siblo for them to raise.

By tho departure of tho Mysoreans from Triehinopoly, 
Mohammed Alt was left without an osteusiblo opponent 
m the Carnatic : and ho was vested, as pompously as d r  
wuretnnoes would permit, with tho ensigns of his office 
am i lgnily, at A root. It still remained, to compel the 
Aemimlors or Polygars, and othor Governors of lbrts and 
districts, to yield him a revenue. Tho E n g lish , alter sti- 
1JU a ting to receive one half of all tho moneys collected,
'?.un him 11 largo detachment to enforce a tribute

1 'dn'thcm chiefs, who recognised the authority of
I,.0 Nabob, and produced a portion of tho demanded sums, 
due reputed riches of Mortis Ali, the Gov, rn»r u Wl.we, 
rendered his subjugation the main ■ J , - I of A.-are. Jha 
English detachment was strongly r< ini„icod, and encamped 
with tho Nabob within cannon-shot of the fort. Mortis 
Ali ai .plied to the t  rench. M. IH lnyrit, who was <lovernor 
of Pondicherry, informed the English IVc.ddcncv, that ho 
regarded the!" preee-din *h at I  el.nv as a viohit ion of tho 
treaty and that he sire-Id commence hostilities, if their 
tit...,;; WOW no* inBUadieirty w i t h d T h e  English 
rulers, soon aware that Volorc could m.t ho easily taken, 
and unwilling to put to pr< of tho the, at of IVleynl. who 
had made 700 Europeans and afitO b q-ya take tho Held, 
recalled the army to Madnw An -dum.pt was nude to

1 Onna, t  teOr-WY ; »• »«*-•>»•
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\ f e |© O ^ I y :  obtain a contribution for the Company from Mortiz Ali, 
but the negotiation terminated without any effect.1

~ ~ ~ ~  Meanwhile tho Polygars of Madura and TiniveUy who
17" ‘ had made an ostensible submission during the presence of 

the English troops, were affording dangerous employment 
to the Governor Maphuz Khan. A confederacy was formed, 
which it soon appeared that the Governor was altogether 
unable to withstand. The English sent a large body of 
Sepoys ; but in spite of this support, the refractory chief® 
continued unsubdued ; tho country was thrown into con
fusion by a petty warfare which extended itself into every 
corner of the provinces, and no tribute could be raised. 
Highly dissatisfied with the unproductive state of a coun
try which they had fondly believed to be the richest 
dependency of tho Carnatic Nabob, the English deter
mined to manage it themselves ; and Maphuz Khan was* 
ordered to return to Trichinopoly. But the chief entered 
immediately into confederacy with the Polygars- set 
himself in opposition to the English ; obtained possession 
of the town and fort of Madura by a stratagem : and, 
with much uneasiness to the English, the disturbances in 
Madura and Tinivelly were prolonged for several years.1

During these transactions of tho English, not very con- 
sisleiii willi their agreement not to interfere in the dis
pel es of the nutivo prinoea, or add to their territory in 
India, the French were restrained from that active oppo
sition which, otherwise, it is probable, they would have 
raised, by the dangerous situation of their affairs under 
the government of the Subahdar.

Tho enemies of Bussv, in the service and in the con
fidence of Salabut Jung, were both numerous and power
ful ; and oxerted themselves in concert and with eager
ness, to change the confidence and attachment of their 
feeble-minded master into distrust and hatred. It was 
now about two years and a half since tho grant of the 
northern Oircars ; when certaiu favourable circumstances*

' Urine. 1. » » ,  Vj H .A .’j . f iu n l m lg e , p . 111 ,117 ,119 .
- Ornu , i. 3'.0. 4*J0: O intbriilj.ro ji. lyw.

H i not i Ntruor.tinary Unit there should have U c n  a atrona nartv in tl.n 
• art of tin- Nix.Tin opi"’ to the Kremh. w ho were ready i„ avail tlionisehr*
•*f tm  r , i-i i*<.rlunMy lo InUm-nco the mind o f .T'alalMil dune nt .Gnst tin m 
y B le c r m in ii confirm Hie atat< raonl of ()i mo thmt » » dmavax Klian. the chtor

• I'l-U i, i< at tln-ir brad ; I lie ciivm uttam  *• <»• " I'*' li hi mailt i.re«vut mu 
Iihv: been related, az It In fully detailed by Or mo. 'Ji,u MUam had hdd

X â £ ■ Goi x  •
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X̂ S  fijkxhem to make so deep an impression 6n the mind BOOK IV. 
o us prince, that the French troops were ordered to quit chap. ii.
? ^ eiT?to™ s without delay. Bussy, in expectation, pro- -----------
babK that the necessities of the Subahdar would speedily 175&- 
make lum eager to retract his command, showed no hesi- 
tation m commencing bis march. It was continued for 
eight days without interruption : but his enemies had a 
' cry different intention from that of allowing him to 
depart m safety. When he approached the city of 
Hy derabad, ho found his progress impeded by large bodies 
of troops, and the road obstructed by all the chiefs of the

:r> ts?JS
a r s s R a s s  i s ,* *  - » i;;“  ™ •>“arrive ThnmrV c xpectcd from Pondicherry should
S e  S u b I S t d Us ? ; lnh,ed by the Wh0l° of
Sepoys desert* l f  feeb e ln pecuniary means, that his 
them in l T r 6 T  T *  0f Pa?’ aQd he durst not venture 
found the r 1C'’ *Car ^heir joining the enemy, lie 
sious ° f suPPlyillK himself fully with provi-
arrived • a h Tm s*a*  ever7 attack, till his succours 
tion i 6n ^^ahdar sent to demand a reconcilia- 
ei co Un i 10 WtVS. re®tored to a still higher degree of iutlu- 

an authority than lie had previously enjoyed, 
tit Ij1?u8 means which had been employed to n com-do 

L tlllnd of Salabut Jung to the dismissal of the Iroiich, 
p the Prospect held up to him of replacing them by the 
SfHPtth. No Sooner, therefore, won* tlio measure* against 

devised than an application was mode tor a body of 
tro,»] -s to the Presidentv of Madras. To the Presidency of 
Madras, fcw tilings could have presented a more dazzling

sietro c . . . . . .  nf a dl«obc<liaut vaw*U w ho wi”  '.uppoiti .1 in

£ '  ■

« ‘Wsy.Wlu. WO* With the Ntf *h ° V , L \ s v .  T  t .l .^ u l  "Iml.n.r .«/ | . ! , m  
° f t h e  citadel of Savanorc. The nfltv lh .sn Uir o u th . that li-.> y had
rcprcicnlc-.l to the Ni/.nm what «<** ' t j,ive “( Sahh ut .Tumr. Ir was
]• Iferred tho in te ic ’its o f hi;' c"u, , )u. | n n r li w vn  *li«<.a . 1  ft ; -  ,, , 
w  re u n tin cm  o f (lilt conduct l,ulJ „„ y, • o f tlia
|,y r» k e , upon th e *.tr«»mr M P  V" Ct. u lU  Quarterly M j, t
Hftj o f Shahnnvftz K lian, of that 6
**«. IM26.— W.

I m  (c T
V A g / PROCEEDINGS OF THE FRENCH. 1 j m>7i
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prospect of advantage; and in any ordinary situation of 
c h a p . in. their affairs, the requisition of the Subahdar would have
--------- met with an eager acceptance. But events had beforo this

U o6-  time taken in Bengal, which demanded the utmost 
exertions of the English from every quarter ; mado them 
unable to comply with the proposal of tho Subahdar ; and 
thenceforward rendered Bengal the principal scene of the 
English adventures in India.1

CHAPTER III.
Suraja lJoiola, SubuMur o f  liengtd— totes Calcutta*" 

aVacUd b j an army fro..- M adrat—dethroned—■M#1' 
Jojhcr set up in  /tis stead.

I V  the lat t or part of the reign of Aurmigzeb, the
ah Smhalw of Bengal an.l Orissa, together with those <f 

Allahubiul amt Bui,or, were governed by bin grandson 
A a.voi ons-Slmii, tlm .......... son of Shah Aulum who suc
ceeded to the throne. Azoem-oos-Shan appointed of 1 U 
deputy, 111 the provinces of Bengal and Orissa Jaffier 
ielian, who ].■ad boon for some time tike dowun or miner- 
u,to,.dent of the finances, in Bengal ; a man of Tarh.r 
de .cent, but a native of Boerhanpsro in tho Deccan who 
had raised himself to eminence in the wars of Aurun^zob 
Upon the death of Shah Aulum, and tho confusions which 
ensued, Jaffier Khan remained in possession of his iiu- 
jioi-taut government, till he was too powerful to be 
ivmovod. While yet a resident in his native city, he laid 
married his daughter and only child to a man of omiuenee 
ill (be suae place, and of similar origin with liimsclf by 

bl'iijah K’li.ui. Tliis relative had ropnirod willi him 
to .Bengal; and when Jaffier Khan was elevated to tho 
■Subahdirrj of Bengal and Orieaii, was placed under
the government of Shujah Khun, as deputy or uawnb of 
tho •Sul'nhdar.*

' “. 'pc. I. 1*0 -480. rm t ij. ,0-104 ; V .lk-t. p. 3*0-3** «t nmn(rinfr , .
i  m\r> ' y ,  «■■?'%*;■.? i1: : ! » » . , « . ,J«J ' 1 Owen C...uljii(lr« 111 -v In Imlld, p. 1 -l*fc). Arllt, „ llri,|, r  ball ‘u-

ii.n', \ , "'.‘"Or1, ''xl lirA-JilO.AW. wnj' tuo ivel |„, , iurS an.l iil,i ,t,|
" iKA-r HuMMm i m , 1, 17,'l l"  an#.

' C°(^X
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adventurers who had been in the service of BOOK JV. 

n..r, \i -a ’ ^ u 860ontl aon ° f  Auruugzeb, was a Tartar, c h a t .  hi.
and 0 , n'Za Mu(.lu,lmmod- h P°“ the death of * *  P ™ c o ,---------- ‘
i  rlU^ of hlB Mir®  Mohammed remained «*»•
W t lout employment, and was overtaken, after some veara 
With great poverty. Ills  wife not only bolonm.-d to tlm 
tamo place from which Urn family of Shujah°KI„m w: a 
donvod, hut was actually of kin to that now ruler JV 
this wife ho had two sons: the eldest named Ho ice 
A hm ed; the youngest, Mjrza Mohammed Ali. Upon tho 
new B ofthecievation o f  them kinsman, it was determined, 
m  this destatnts family, that Mirza Mohammed, with h S  
Wife, should repair to ins capital, In hopes of receiving his 
protection and bounty. The disposition of Shujah Khan 
was benevolent and generous. He received them  with
r our- l he Buc,ceff. father and mother induced
Mirza Mohammed Ah, the youngest of the two sons, to 
^ 1 »  for simdar advantages. W ith great difficulty his 
ioun^ ^ ^  owed him to find the means of performing tho 
l He obtained employment aiul distinction. Ilia
£  ,)0^ s being now favourable, ho sent for kit) brother 
Oiĵ  ' and removed the whale of his family to
I lu '3U\  ^ en ŝ ° f  two brothers were eminent,
b j - ?  _  mQ̂  was bioinuating, pliant, discerning, and in 
A]j +1* 1,6<luaffy skilful and assiduous. Mirza Mohammed 
the 1° 1 addreBS and intelligence of his brother added 
■ s ,  llShcat talents for war. They soon acquired a con1 - 

L ascendency in tbe council# of r-iiui.ih lihuii, und Ly
OsU' abilities added groutly t o  t h «  ■vraiigth aud splendour 

0 administration.
,Jatficr Khan died in U -- : hut destined Serctfraz Khan 

iUfJ grandson, insteail of Shujah Khan, the father of that 
prinoe, with whom he lived not on friendly term*, to tho 
8u«ectisiou. By the allures# iuk( activity ot the two bro- 
thors, the schemas of Jatiier uiiliivly defeat,-d j
patents were procured from Delhi ; and Slnijuh Mum,
"lth  an army was in p-swtaion „1 the capital ami tho 
government before any bine was giver, to think ot oppo
sition. The proviso* of liobur war added to the govern- 
p en t Of Shujah Kl..111 in 17S« i ^  *■ <* tho
two brothers, 011 whom w«» • a ,J  1 , ‘ i f  Alivenli 
^han, vvius Intrusted with it* admmuiiutum. Ho exerted

\ H  i l >  J-l  STATE OP BENGAL. '^ 1 ^ ! ) J
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\^ Q K $ f V .  himself, w ith assiduity and skill, to give prosperity to the 
cnAr. in. province, and to acquire strength in expectation of future 
——  events.1 In 1739, the same year in which Nadir Shall

55> ™vaSed ^ lhl- Shujah Khan died, and was succeeded by 
Scicitraz Khan, his son. Sereffraz Khan had been educated 
a prince; aud had the incapacity, aud the servile subjec- 
Don to pleasure, which that education usually implies. 
. ® hated the brothers ; and began with disgusting and 
affronting when he should have either exterminated, or 
reconciled. The resolution of Aliverdi was soon taken, 
l i e  employed his inliuence, which was great, at Delhi, to 
obtain his nomination to the government of Bengal and 
the united provinces ; and marched witli an army to de
throne Sereffraz, who lost his life in the battle. W ith the 
exception of the Governor of Orissa, whom he soon re
fin ed , the whole country submitted without opposition-
Z k i T ' T u  , t 'vith1un« 141 humanity and justice; and 
defended it with splendid ability and unwearied perse- 
verance.

The Mahrattas, who had spread themselves at this time 
over a great part of the continent of India, seemed resolved

a  thG lichcEt l>°rtion of tho

story. Had Sereffraz Khan remained S u f f i x  ^ latl1°  
the Mahrattas might have added it. and all th0 f ,Bun?al> 
provinces, to their extensive dominion. The Pn~ n ^ ln'nf  
other European factories, might have been expelled. ’’ .
thiug afterwards remained to check the Mahratta progress"
1 lm Mohammedans might havo boon exterminated ; and 
tie-. g..ve,mount Brahmens and Kshalriyaa might have 
extended onoe more from Caubul to Capo Oomorm

A n ,. d iw aa on his return from the expedition against 
the tone,n ..r  01 Orissa, and had disbanded a groat portion 
<1 Ills ai my, m contemplation of tranquillity and enjov- 
menl, when ho learned tlmt a large army of Mahrattas 
Kel out, red . hroughtho valleys in the mountains at oiKht 
days journey west of his capital Mooiahedabad. fh e  
WahraUan, besides possessing themselves of lvandoish and

3 tftvri .\iulakbnre«n, i. 206 - O rm e.^ - 2G—32.

' c°IfeX



before this period, overrun and subdued tbo BOOK IV. 
whole province of Borar, where a general, named Kagojeo CHAr. in.
Bonsla, of the family of Sivajce, had established liiruself -----------
in a widely-extended sovereignty which acknowledged but 1~55' 
a nominal subjection to tho primitive throne. The do
minions of Ragojee Bonsla were separated from Bahar,
Bengal, and Orissa, by only a chain of mountains, which 
it  was easy for the Mahrattos to penetrate in many parts.
And now it was that the said chief, either urged by tho 
hope of adding the richest part of Hindustan to his em
pire  ̂ or at tho instigation, as was alleged, of Nizam al 
Mulk, sent an army under a Brahmen general to invade 
Bengal.1 Aliverdi marched against them instantly with 
the small number of troops which he had about his person, 
and was hardy enough to venture a battle; but the Afghan 
troops in his service were discontented with some recent 
treatment, and were inclined to make their advantage of 
his necessities. They acted coldly and feebly during tho 
engagement. Aliverdi found it difficult to avoid a total 
defeat, and remained surrounded on all sides by a numerous 
and active enemy. l ie  resolved to fight his wav back ; 
and though he suffered prodigiously from the sword, from 
fatigue, and from famine, he effocted a glorious retreat; 
hut reached not his capital till a detachment of tho onemy 
luul taken and plundered tho suburbs.2

riie Mahrattos, instead of returning to their own 
country, determined to remain during tho period of tho 
rains : and collected the revenue of ulmoat the whole of 
territory south of tho Ganges. Ali verdi made the greatest 
exertions to collect ail army ; and marching out at tho 
termination of the rains, surprised the Mahrattas in their 
camp, and put them to flight; pursued them from post

i The Mahratta accounts, which appciy to he m oil au thentic, r, fer the Inva
sion of ttangmi to a different r a n ., ' - th e  n™a'u>n o f S tw r HatMob, ,i„ . 
of the (itivcrnor of Orissa, t 11 Mahrattaa how ever, w e ir  too latw u in r  
Invasion of the latter provtnr .a n il Jhrrvli.ro tnrm  I n n r tlin a n K  iv n .-tra i.„it 
Into tile etbtrtcti o f M lttiiai'.re and n iir U ,,.,, . a , he at r tin y .l .f ,.„ i,,t

j ^ ^ gKt i r u o J S S u b S ! i*Lo,,n'.!:: ",„"i •,hn‘ *

tloiuiled account o f th iiretrea t, w h i c h - n iost brillian t 
in  th e Ann ft Is of warfare.

(f f  (CT
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\jB Q Q j£jy;to  post; and at Inst compelled them to ovaeuato his do-
c h a t . h i . m i n i o n s . 1

—  If Aliverdi nattered himself that he was now delivered 
s- from a dangerous foe, ho knew not the people with wliott» 

lie had to contend. The Mafcrattns appeased the very 
next year with Hagojee Bonela himself at their head- 
Another army of Mahrattas, belonging to the government 
of Satarah, entered the province; but whether with hostile 
or friendly intentions, is variously asserted. It is no* 
doubtful that, at this time, Alivordi-delivered himself 

his enemies by a sum of money, upon receipt of 
which they retired.2

After a little time the general of Ragojce again entered 
bj the province of Orissa, whence he advancod towards 
Bengal. By a train of artful and bnso negotiation, lie wo4 
brought to trust himself ot a eonfe-ronco in the tout of 
Aliverdi. l ie  was there a— nninatod ; and his death was 
the signal of dispersion to his troops.

Tho next invasion of the Mai.rattan was encouraged by 
the rebellion of one of Alivcrdi’s principal officer! ' 
good fori uno of that chief still seconded his vigour' The 
formidable rebel was UiUed in battle, and ih e ^ ^ h r a t t i
wore coin j Killed torcUro.

I 1!** ■'bilua : . , me, incessantly returning *1 1
frequently ropoUod, seldom laihid, in the
the opposing body recede. The subjects of -Yliver n ^ ’̂ 0
grievously harassed, and tho produoe of hi 1
groatly impaired by these numerous invasions, and by the
military exertions which were neoossaiy to oppose them.
In a new incursion, headed by Jauojoo, the eon of Sa.1 
gnjoc, the Mail;attar possessed themselves almost com-

1 Seri MuinUharocn, !. -107—4.' » : Ormc il Is  i m i , _, .. .
n nlir»r "f flu '  r M nlaklm rccu lnem ioii tlwi lusl.» .itioii o f N itiini rii
l.u< insri i‘ l 1 ■ <um. « . l u i  b , onl> .. • i,cuo ......Jw-ti.iv ; a w l i ‘ ,  i  i :
) i.iii f .  * "till, It to ICa/oj. c Ih.uyIu irilhuul |>i'.ui|itinr. Knlwi-ll , i n, 
jV ll'i ’ ^ ‘lnn' Al i 10n> Mya th ey  wens niMĴ uU-il by u,c Court of

2 The author o f Hit- S*cr MuUkhui to n , o lio  had tho beat onporinnii;.. •
kifiw itiic, ■Od (.. »'*••. that I ho l.ruocior churn'd. n* dim on V /’ i .1 <ii un'iit nr bn cI io'ii , Hi*' ;. ;i»Uni .‘ , for tin urovincr of Ik,.**! ..r.i, , . J
. .u u l . i t  Ibun.Joa jU o„.i«. huiMI.a. u ».ta, i- i , l.n lu  1,1
1 “1 ■ »■ ‘ 1 1 . !.  :»■■ •• 1...i , , J : . , .<’1 I'.-nmd. i |. llM)1, . V,.

:rrv;;, a1 s r s S f r j s r *  - M"
« » •  '«» * .'•  s rU 'W lir  If 1 v t  V M IIM  lo cnnH 'l‘ " [l l M V kJM Ir v l W  1V.U-, ,

X T * *  lyg!!?..!!!!*..11̂  y«r«u.v. «h! *«» 1 a n;,am.
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0riss“- The attention of the Subahdar was BOOK IV. 
a rs ' ° e \  ,ln another quarter. Discontent again prevailed c h a p . m.

Ult  *js Afghan and 'tartar officers, which it  required —— —
’ ? address to allay. His .youngest nephew, who was the lrJ,s
most distinguished for ability of all his n'ations, and 
wnom lie had appointed Nabob or Deputy ( ,'uveruor of 
Ualiar, bad taken into bis pay two Afghan ..ificer*, who 
had retired in discontent from the servioo of Alivcrdi 
These leaders murdered their young master, tho nephew 
of the Subahdar ; and with a body of Mabrattas, who bad 
entered the province on purpose to join them, and a con
siderable nrmy of their own countrymen, whom the host of 
Afhtr"l iS'' 1,1 Abllu!1®°, tllou covering tho upper provinces 
of Ilnutosttm, enabled them to collect, erected against 
All verdi the standard of revolt. Never was that governor 
or rather king, for it was but a nominal obedience which 
lie now paid to the throne of Delhi, in greater danger. ] to 
was obliged to meet the enemy, with a very inferior force: 
yet ho gained a complete victory j and the Afghan lords 
were killed in the battle. The Mahrattas, liowe,, „ . 'v
retired on the road towards Orissa, without crossing tho 
mountains, and halted at Midnnpore. lie  followed ^pur
sued them into Orissa, with great slaughter ; and even 
recovered tho capital Cuttack ; but was obliged to leave 
rattM w m0C 'I',8" d?f*nCT:- '3 a condition, that the Mah- 

i i“ ;,"0l, ‘°ng dcl,rivo<1 of their former acquisitions.
' uug io liftecu years <-f AliwrJi’s government or 

reign, vareely a year pa wc,l free from ruin,.in inu■■■ms 
of the ilahrattai. ; though during tho iutirmities of his 
latter years lie hod, by a tributary payment, endeavoured 
to procure some repose. He died at the age of eieht.v „„ 
the. nth of April, 173C.1 Alivcrdi never had a son. H Q 
had three daughters, and his brother had throe sonsy H0 
married his three daugh era to his three nephews ; an 0f  
whom wore men of c usiderablo merit, Tho youngest 
was slain by the Afghan lords, as already related • and i lio 
two elder both ilieil a littlo beforo the decease of Alivcrdi

i Fur :» m inute and very In tort?tuih *' -c“uni  ; ‘ v< fniacn* ,.»■ ;\  . .  ,,
M  H w r  MuUkimreeit. i. 3&A-681. Tnc n n 'n im e  or ornm (... iM -V i,
111..: i>f Unlwell (lmcrcallUK Hist' r.c*l fcvent*. '• ,J I ' a n  U\ , . ‘
wither with Gli.'lam Uoseln or tv ill* one an ••her. Scraftou « account t
Hon. flee.) TIoltt«ll Mya w w  sto’.cn from nun.
„ 1 "rmth ii 31. uvvii that Alivcrdi had only one d«u*:hiM\ The author of iim  

Mut Jvi.ars'iin, who wan hLs near relation, w ye lie bad three, i. 0
▼01.. in, I

( ! ( f (fiT
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XJWOMjjy; The eldest sou of hia youngest nephew had from his birth 
CHAP. m. been taken under tho immediate care of Alivordi himself l 

r  r nad Wa3 0bj0ct. of ®?trome aud even doting fondness.
IL"  ̂ 10 011 whom lnitl boon bestowed tho title of

Suraj-ad-dowla, was. Upon tho death of his uncles, .w a r d e d
SB the destined successor of Alivordi; 1 and .....t i l , , ,
of government, without opposition upon his decease.

Suraj-ad-dowla was educated a prince, and, with more 
, ®11 oven the usual share of princely consideration and 
indulgence. Ifo had, accordingly, more tlmn the lumul 
share of princely vicos. He was ignorant; ho was vohi|>- 
tuous ; on his own pains and pleasures ho set n value 
immense, on tho pains and pleasures of other men, no 
value at a l l; ho was impatient, irosciblo, headstrong.

i ho first aot of Suraj-ad-ilowla’s government was to 
plunder his aunt, the widow of his senior uuelo, eldest 
daughter of Alivordi, reputed immensely rich. To this 
uncle had belonged tho government of the province of 
Dacca; and orders were dospatclied to that place to scire 
the receivers and treasurers of the family „ i
uncle, who was Nabob of lVmmia or lC - L h  J
.... the northern side of the w t g K

" -  t  h“- i
“*7. or, the desire o f '' 1 lu,f d

mischief, excited the young Subohdar to by
dostruction of his cousin, the Nabob of Turneuh. H )  t 
advanced as far as llaj Mahl, when he received intslUgoim-o 
that one of tho principal officers of finance in the service 
ot lii.-i late undo at Dacca, had given tho slip to his guar.lu 
and found an asylum at Calcutta.

Suraj-ad-dowla had manifested aversion to the English 
even during the life of his grandfather ; iho nppeurmu o of
{:ri.V;’: v " ! lU!.':r''"r ■ ,!l “ had ,|;

"**'■ i'j , " to liUV,i
i i.m. . ,^ 1  4L.

** ihni ,„.,rRp«.* iv . ; : ,.,,'.4
t»... 1 Hiouipll.ii, A ilh- ,d j“  -i Mt< Inal k ilu l

laa 0 Ul, o f hi | an tic of t l ? . ^ .
y  11 “ ' 1 Mia' *"«■>■*«« of faiij Um1 Mirvit in,,

jw ,rar-l«.tl M m a t  the *u. rc .«or of A l l \ i<riU*UU iljo tmni of Ills U- ath .
™  h tluni a  the U i nine*, of Alivordi. 4 *
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remonstrate with the governor j but ns the mss-BOOK IV. 
ngui entered the town in a sort of disguiso, the governor o u r . in ,

lought proper to trout him aa an impostor, and dismissed -----— —
, 11 llv,m tho Company's territory. W ith a view to the. * * *

, Friiimo Mild Knriaml, tin- JVc"lidi'iii't hud
begun to improvo their fortification*. This, too, war 
matter of diapU auuru to thu Subahdur ; anil thu ujii’.luuu- 
tion offered by llui English, which intimated that those 
atr.ir.gvis were audacious enough to bring their hostilities 
into iris dominions, still more inllamod hia resentment.
The factory at Cussiinbuzar, near Moorshodabad was 

1 1; «'"» >' -i chief, Mr, Well i, retained a ,mer. The 
rreaid .M ie.y  w e re  now v e ry  o n c e r  to nppeam. th e  S u lm lw la r  • 
they oilorod to submit to any conditions which ho pica vd  
to impose ; and, trusting to tho success of their hmuilitv 
and Prayers, neglected too long the means of defence, 
iho  bulmhdar had a wish for a triumph, which he thought 
ought bo easily obtained ; and he was greedy of riches, 
with which, m the imagination of the natives, Calcutta 
was filled.

The outposts of Calcutta were attacked ou tho loth of 
June, 175ft. There was but little of military skill in the 
place, and it was badly defended. After a short experi
ment of resistance, a general consultation decided upon 
tho policy of retreat. It was agreed that the women and 
uIcneM da '''■ liul.nb.sm llhoB hipa in the o n u s , of 

,■ , . a- ’ ‘“J * rbai the I'h i o ils  oiuplnyud in 1 tin w-.'ik 
Of dlduuco shoidd aaeapo in tlm mi,,,,'... 11„ mil.,wing
nig.i'. I here bar liy a elini.eo f nu b.rp, for tho
native:-’, always close tlitir operation i with the Ouse of the 
day ; but by some strange inadvertence no orders war 
published respecting the .node in which the plan was t 
bo carried into effect. It was generally known Unit retreat 
was iutonded : when the embarkation nuxt raomim- h • 
every porgon imagined ho was to shift for himself, and’ 
hur-.ic 1 Mil hatt«J Vie !■" Ie.i ....... . (. ... ,,PDiifumim. nti iijijirtsliemuiyn u - r..t iu if,,.. „|,|p , vc i
the f r entity uf th* 1!' »lV*JW!'.Ml! 111*1 i (line lmu in la
d"'.vn I lie H m  . Ill Uuiijt' • > • mi, I m . lliotu, t ),/,
Mtf'-.I I j V ' i v t t  t|M,v ll.it'dii *.i lili lik  ifilllllh ul il Ik 
iului.-i on ttliuru ; ami Uib bfi'* ‘1 Ml. I v. | g«mo ju '
Inutunt. ‘‘Among those who loft th factory in thia un-

■ G°w\



BOOK !V. accountable manner were, the Governor Mr. Drake Mr. 
c h a p , in. Macket, Captain Commandant Minohin, and Captain 

Grant.” 1 Great was the indignation among the people 
of the fort, upon hearing that they were in this manner 
abandoned. Mr. Holwell, though not the senior servant, 
■was by the general voice called to assume the command ; 
and exerted himself with great vigour to preservo order, 
and maintain the defence. “ Signals were now thrown 
out, says Mr. Cooke, “ from every part of the fort, for tho 
ships to come up again to their stations, in hopes they 
would havo reflected (after the first impulse of their panic 
was over) how cruel as well as well as shameful it was, to 
leave their countrymen to the mercy of a barbarous enemy, 
and for that reason we made no doubt they would havo 
attempted to cover tho retreat of those loft behind, now 
they hail secured their own ; but wo deceived ourselves ; 
and there never was a single effort made, in the two days 
the fort held out after this desertion, to send a boat or 
vessel to bring off any part of the garrison.” * “ Never 
perhaps,” says Mr. Orme, “ was such an opportunity of 
performing an heroic action so ignominiously neglected • 
for a single slooj), with fifteen brave men on board rnirdit’ 
in spite of all the efforts of tho enemy, have come up tmd 
anchoring under the fort, have carried away all wi,„’ „r 
fered in the dungeon” . During these t.ydng da™ Mr 
Holwell made several efforts, by throwing letters over the 
wall, to signify his wish to capitulate ; and it was during 
a temporary pause in the fire of the garrison, while ex
pecting an answer, that the enemy approached the walls 
in numbers too groat to be resisted, and the place was 
Carried by storm. Tiro Subahdar, though humanity was

i E vidence o f John C ooke, Esq. (w ho at Hint tim e <ra» Secretary to tho Go
vernor uiiil e o u n c e  o f C alcu tta), In the First l ...,w rt o f  th e Committee. , s -  
II u • <'f < unuirt.n i,*pj",jntr.l •* toim julr* into tlic  N ature, .Stale, and < m -lniun  
Of th e  I ir t India C ompemy." in 1772.— M. uun

Mr. IL ’lwoU ad ]- tothcnc M essrs Mmtninffhmn and Kroneh 1 nnd, nuTuIis-ri n f 
tho G uim  il, w lio  th e exam ple o f lid s  dit>tfra<eful i1«\,ertlon. 'n ,,.v in r».« 
Jiodnly, <li • rht-r «>n tho niptht of Uio IhiIi o f Ju ne Tlie’
d e n t,  w it’; tho rc.»t ' the s. 1..11..-.veil -i: th e U - :  nlm  of t | lc | T, . 7

. taken  on tho '*0in Tin re can he no doubt Unit the whole . f t |„. ,Y,n  ' n 
Iith 'h t liftU ' hT M  c * i t M  t.fr b y  th e  s h ip p in g  had  H'< f« ben i  citJ ,.T  c«.tV.li»ot o r
tuuratfOHn hi,:, t tu c prur ,} ,U i v a n lso f  the Cuinjouiy. Addre«mrt
the Secret C om m ittee. India Tra< ts .- -  W. 5 to

’  Itopori, ut M ip n . Mr. O x-k c, from note, writ ion ltn n v - llitc l\ nfler tho 
i wu-tlnna, i r cn 4 very lu lon  -*»»>»; n arrative. Irvin tho d o u fi . A ll.v u U , t,n  

lu ’ ’nonilliK  alter the n i|;ht of tho B la c k  H v le .
• ‘ "inw.ll. 7*.

( i fw)  ij (ct
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*“*? character, appears not on the present occa- BOOK XV. 
carried i 1 °  ,lntended cruelty; for when Mr. Holwell was chap. m. 
them + ° Presunce with his hands tied, he ordered — ■ ■■
soldTer t W  r , T <? “S?"red him- «P»n the faith of a .1756.
a h i t I h  h ° f  ^  hf df  °L I,1,"‘ and his companions, not a hair should bo touched When evening, however came
't was a question with the guards to whom they were in ’ 
trusted, how they might bo scoured for the night s» ra« 
search was made for a convenient apartment; but none 
was found; upon which information was obtained of 
place which the English themselves had employed as a 
prison. Into this, without further inquiry, they iereT m - 
pclled. It was unhappily a small, ill-aired and' „, h “  
some dungeon, called the Black Hole; and the English h id
o f T ^ a t ^  * « r k ,fOT SU« " S  d to tht officers °  ... sjubahdar as a fit place of confinement.' Out of 
1- j unfortunate individuals thrust in, only twenty tlireo 
were taken out alive in the morning. Th/horror of the
" S S T o f ”̂  be COn0“ ned’ but il callnot bo described, homo of oui company,” says Mr. Cooke, “ expired very
;  ,,u after bc,,!8 l'««' i" ; others grew mad, and having lo S  
nu l‘ 7 T  d’ed !U “ h'gh dulirium " Applications were 
w ^ o ,!t  tb®,guard’ Wlth the offer g'-oat rewards; but it 
was out of their power to afford relief. The only chance 

'insisted ,u conveying intelligence, by means of a bribe,

tittion by the I r . J  ,,i | | . , H.n P r /™ .in™ t 'll n,,t «h-*n c \ i ....... I to 1. k.1 -
V h>' 'f '111'!- , : 1, ' 1 M > I' id

I'.U ck !l;;k- ... O .lv.it U  "  nl.l l, , „ . . ,, Y'., V. .‘d - , - ' ‘ V '1 in
a \  1182. the «’oimn.m | o fC ah  m u  .* dv-w.JUd I-„  v . S ;  - , kt'n *° »'‘to 
m iserable «ud pestilent.nl place.' That r , ' ' ‘ k ‘ ' ' "mi t i w , " a  
on  the statu of the co m m o f . f X u u l  o  ' °  ;V " 'V 1  1 1 ’ » • < «  ■rum of a house ; thcru were verv few window* t,, i* ' - ^u"' un old
.small. Uo asked the uuoler how mar.y houi-. w< r«-u , n .U V‘l ’ a '"1 th ose very  
W ho answered, upwards of lTb, blacks un i whiu-a jn î*, . ' ' V in l ’rison ? 
no t:oi! allow met*, that m any te n o n s  had died i0 |* ‘ ' , tin re « a s
life. The nniLse-ms sm ells, from m uti a crowded rKv«,**arlcs of
expression . Besides the j»r .oners, the numl>er oi Wim..*n '* ?,crv. l i  
ea r n  in provisions and A f e  victuals, was so p . - . t ,  t!l to
th at any person could  lung survive such « situation. it tn,. f,K
riblc place lie ever saw, take it a ltogether.”  The «jthcr w.
U  divided into sm all apartm ents, and tln ee  very t ad the V ,, 1 • U  
and m ore ofTcn-lvo than he ever experienced in this country ~  , , u l*
is no thoiounh  dralt of nlr —  the " l,u‘"'-,n ar'-' !" dhcr larijc nor im " ro 
— Uto rooms lo w — that it would bo lm)H>sslble f t* any Kurupcan ' ,(>as 
an y  length of tim e in the prison — that d e b : n r .  1 criinluni9 \v,.r-  c x 1st 
parated — nor Hindoos, M ohammedans, a u l  l.urv.jv.4n s.” j.,r . l0 t 
A ppendix, N o. xl. «op ort,

r. \  ^  y f y  t h e  b l a c k  h o l e . l i i u ?
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^TJOOJfrX$Kto some officer of high authority ; and to no one docs it 
ciiap. in. appear tha t this expedient occurred.1

—----- The news of the capture of Cossimbuzar arrived at
176G- Madras on the loth of July, of that of Calcutta on tile

i  T he accoun t o f th e capture o f  C alcutta has been  to k en  from  th e Be port 
above quoted ; from th e accounts uf Mr. H oi w ell and Mr. W a tts ; from  ScraltoU, 
P '® "  j'* *  Orinc, ii. 49— 8 0 ; and Seer M utakliarccn, i. 7 1 0 - 721. T he trim s- 
la tor o f  th is work says, in  a  n ote, “  T here is  n o t a  word h ere o f those Ewglisb 
sh ut up in  the B lack  H ole, to the n um ber o f 131, w here th e y  were  
■ m othered . The tru th  is , th at th e H lndostanees, w a n tin g  on ly  to secure them  
tor th e n igh t, ns th ey  w ere to  bo presented  th e  n e x t m orning to  th e  p r in c e  
sh u t them  u p  in  w h at th e y  heard  w as th e prison o f th e fort, w ith ou t lmviuC 
an y  idea o f th e  capacity o f the room  ; and indeed th e  E nglish  the in sc H e .4 h*d 
none of it. T his m uch is  certain , th a t th is ev en t, w h ich  cu ts  so capital a li.T-U'1' 
in Mr. W atts’ perform ance, is  not know n in  B e n g a l: and even  in Calcutta it 
is  unknow n to  ev e ry  m an  ou t o f  th e 400,000 th a t inhabit that c ity :  at hn-'T» 
it  i» d id lcu lt to  m eet a s in g le  native th at know s an v th in g  o f it :  so i-mvkaib 
and go incurious are those peop le . W ere w e, therefore, to  accuse th e India*9 
oi crue lty , far su ch  a  th ou ghtless action , w e should o f course accuse lllC 
E n g lish , w ho, in ten d in g  to  em bark 400 C.entoo S epoys, destin ed  f t r 
Mail run, put them  in boats, w ithout one sing le n ecc? ? a rv /n n d  at la t k’ft 

Ml‘U ° ' Cn<:L by Ujo borc* w h e u  Ui0> «H perished  after a  th ree day*
Tin. spirit In w hich  tlii.i tm m aeilou  is  n oticed , in  th is and th e  preceding  

n ote . a:» w ell as m the t< \ t ,  is w holly  onjnaiiiiahlc. Ii o x t i  nm ites a  d elil ernta 
act o n u m c n  < ru city  by r.n-um.ous assum ptions and ina; j.li- ab le u n a lc  !cs- 
J he l iL . 'k ih i .r  w as m. u r n . -n at n il:  u  was a cham ber ab ovegrou n d  — 
sm ad  mid Ul-aired on ly w.th reference to the num ber o f persons hirer ,liuv> it. 
but atfcruinp. iihumlai:! lig h t and air to  m any m ore th.,:i it liud c c i  h i  cd 
ttmh. r the E nglish  adm inistration. A ccording to  H olw ell (L etter  to  H r Dnvi-, 
‘.S th  l i  b. 1757 ; published  in UohveH's India T racts), it  
f. t • inure, u  ,:h a door on one -a le, and tw o windows r,n nm .tlicr P , i-u  i 

v ..  Onm n in «he Old I * rt • f  C alcutta tin ..tandiii^ 'w iiil Vo bis tlio
lllud . 11*ih i t l> n • itnnUi/Sulul not corrcupond (“  fictiv v •'! Mr i i , ', .  i i 
d .A c p o .in  of u , but If not II.,. .nine, It was .n ,o .n  e f t  . . !  h U * 1
Bh c, Mich oa i . m i ;. . onunon am ongst th e  oilk. , of b o th M ib ll^ n ti  *1
b uild in gs in C alcutta, and in. doubt accurately iv , ,. l i t  i .  ,ir l! a 0  
w hich  was the scene of th is occurrence. It bore by no m e a n s t h e e  In.-f ,P ,U ’ f  
a  prison. It w as m uch m ore ligh t, a iry , and st och us. t han m ojt „i i‘i,r 
u sed  form erly b y  th e London w atch, or at present by th e poik-e, for puL K , 
o f  tem porary durunce. Had a  dozen  or tw en ty  people been  Imm ure* w f n i?  
Mich lim its for a  n igh t, there w ould  have 1>een no hardship whale n  r in thoir 
im prisonm ent, and in a ll pro liability no such  num ber o f persons ever « a - .«un
fix 'd  in it. The E ng lish . th en , in the objectionable sense in w hich  th e author 
< I:. ' - . . to nndi m  .nJ t l ... “  H indi I Io lc ,” n ever had such a  prison. The Mate 
nf the Calcutta cool, in 1782, like  that of th e com m on gaols in E ngland  . r in 
I urm-v. w M .un  doubt, bad enough { but it  in m l  wild that ih. inm ates had 
c  • r uli <1 or want uf air. <r d ia l ..no hundruil and tw enty  \ ilsh c .l in a *b ~lc 
r.i'-hi, and, a ..th e  :tory v. . m 1i the tru. -U i.r  .,1 t J,., .St-i-r ‘Mul.iJchnrc. a 
It, reiulrt-fl to he authenticated. I f  th e  boats *w ic  ti| v*4 b> ll.c  bore. ilic men 
perished In the um.irc* : but, If th ey  were tn Uie <inn •. it is quite imi .,|.lr  
that they i hotild 1 .iv,- ijeen there three days T ■ t /. ..d. Ib cro  h  no tK-ulvt 
■°tnc - c.\a ctat'-.n n ! lie a»ic« d-.w , but a «*n c ,.i . inilvt-rttnev ... . t t r  
cu lpab le, is no set-off against dulitorote i*eircv. . ..-g b i, t nrltv. I (ll0
tX i-v c o f In. •! .1 •'•den. m m iglit be urged k*r drlvltn- the prlao: . k
"l t»-f ro utterly na-' inate i„  th e ir  num bers, tbor* -ana al.iim lam  r.r.i r .rin , , v 
!•' - orrert t- mtat ike, w hen it whs iw n  w hat null, ib ig  it y ^ ,, (iu ,, , ,  ^
wli. te trail .u tii u admitf of no defence : iL wn> nn c--' lUj Uib nUon ..l M chain- 

k'*oleiifr tn tolnw ncc, nvd - n u lr v ;  and in “  "taniptatlng the •irm -l
ttiiitioii t j  » nich it h.v. been pun -bed , a nhnd su v e p i|i , | „( n w r u n w

1 • "Hh fr i . fir,m flupm -titlnn. rati fearer iy i<*r 't *l*e in |.f th Mic
«>f rvrr.t n iu  guided hr higher Ini tici- “ 1 ,a?1 ,! l '. j .  • •• - i t  , ,r.

JKiMaut m an .- YV.
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\  "/ASSISTANCE FROM MADRAS.
^ ^ ■ ^ u g u s t  It was fortunate that Admiral atson BOOK IV.

Colonel Q\xyC were now both upon the coo t. Admiral ciiai*. in-
V at“3on was commander of the squadron which the Eng1- ~  

bsh rumistrv hail prudently acut to India during tin pro- *■' '*
gre&s of the negotiation in 17o4. Soon ufier hi;- arrival 
On the coast of Coronmndsl, tho mon • n obliged him to 
sail to lk.rubay, from which he returned in the January 
following, 1)V ‘a very able navigation ngnin.it a o  utmi-y 
monsoon : and was now joined by Mr. l'acock, who had 
arrived from England with two ships of superior farce, 
l ie  remained on the coast of Coromandel till the 10th of 
October, when he again sailed to Bombay, to uacapo tho 
momeun. At this place matters of grt 
already in agitation.

Captain Olivo had arrived from England, where he had 
obtained the rank of Lieutenant Colonel in his Majesty’s 
service, and the appointment of Deputy Governor of Fort 
St.. David. Hu had landed at Bombay, with three com
panies of the king's artillery, and between three and four 
hundred of tho king’s troop i, with a view to a project, 
concerted in England, of attacking Solabut Jung, in con
junction with the MahruUtu, and driving the French out 
of the Doecan. Tho report width the directors in i 
had received of the brilliant exploits of Captain Clive in 
India had made them uc*-irous uf intrusting to hint a nor- 
vitv, highly delicate, of the greatont impmtunee, and 
requiring the fidlest ooquttiutanru with the manner* and 
circumstance^ uf tho country. '‘But horn tl .d doj en.de m.** 
on the minir1 ry,” r-uyn Mr. Oruic, “ i • which their attaint 
will always he mbje.-t, whilst engaged in military opciu- 
tione, tho Court of D rectors, in compliance with v vv 
powerful rccommeuda• iv . appointed LiouUnant Colonel 
Scott to command the expedition.” 1 This officer had 
sailed to India, in tho capacity of Engmeer-t.encnd, the 
vrc-ocUuc your. 1 w ™ 8 ntiU land at LSum-
tiiv in hopes tb t some accident might tuku tho business 
out’of tho hands of dealt ; which in reality happened, fo , 
that officer died before the other arrived. Uuf iu the 
meantime, the truce had been concluded between tho

t-.: hulscif Cumberland-
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BOOK Vf. English and French ; and the Presidency of Bombay 
c H A r .  ui. refused to engage in a measure by which it would be
----------  violated. There was another enterprise, however, in which

1756. they had already embarked, and in wdiich, with the great 
force, military and naval, now happily assembled at Bom
bay, they had sanguine hopes of success.

The Mahrattas, as early as the time of Sivajee, had 
raised something of a fleet, to protect them against tho 
enterprise of tho Siddees. In this service a common man 
distinguished him self; and rose from one post to another, 
till ho became Admiral of the fleet. He was appointed 
Governor of a strong fort, called Severndroog, situated on 
a rocky island, within cannon-sliot of the continent, about 
eight miles north from Dabul. This adventurer quarrelled 
with tho Mahratta government; and revolted with the 
greater part of tho fleet. He not only set tho Mahratta 
state at defiance, but was able to render himself master of 
tho coast to an extent of sixty leagues, from Tanna to 
liujaporo ; aud tho Mahrattas compounded their dispute 
with him, by receiving a small annual tribute ns a mark 
of subjection. The name of the successful rebol was 
( .iimjee A n g i i a :  and he made piracy his trade.1 Tho 
nature of iln.' coast is well adapted to thut species of de
predation ; because it is intersected by a great number of 
rivers, aud tho breezes compel ships to keep close to the 
land. The European nations had been harassed by this 
predatory community for nearly half a century ; they had 
mode several efforts to subdue them, but the power of 
Angria had always increased ; and ltis fleots now struck 
teiror l i n n  all commercial navigators on the western coast 
of India.

bevei id approaches towards tho formation of a union for 
tin' extirpation of these corsairs had hoeu made by the 
English and Mu 1 ratlin ; but without oflfuct, till 1700, when 
'in English squadron, under Commodore James, and a 
land ui my of Mahrattas, attacked Severndroog, and took it,
'v> Well as the fort ol lJancootc. It was toward the oonelu-

.. IIibm, ,-l|, u inlun, in arc tin miito correctly Mimal It t»u', tlir fntlirr ,if U|.„ .1.!' ; „ t!;,. u .O  • ■’'I.,,I,-,., I..... .
i IS ? '■< li e fla t I.,- lo t ,  Hem. mid took i«irt "'I'll 111' nt.fo.i a , >l.nt Aliao,

’ H Sloe. ■ ,'l.u t .v. ii. I lia d  to ...In..." Iclac i„„ l .c n r  l.y llw
" f.-rt-,. ir.. (,.lie, sever .drvog and VieUHroo*. or tll.oiln!,. D m f,

‘ Gov \



siou of tho samo year that Admiral Watson with his fleet) BOOK I\ . 
and Colonel Clive with his forces, arrived at Bombay : tho cuar. m- 
final reduction of the piratical state was therefore decreed. ^
On the 11th of February, 17o0, the fleet, consisting of eight 
ships, besides a grab, and live bomb-ketches, having on 
board 800 Europeans and lOnO Sepoys comnmndod by Co
lonel C'livo, arrived at Gheriah : while a Mahratta army 
approached oft tho other side. Gheriah, tho capital of 
Anglia, stood on a rocky promontory, nearly surrounded 
bv the sea, and had a fort of extraordinary strength. But 
the number of the assailant;:, and the violence of tho can
nonade, torrifiod both Angria and his people, and they 
made a feeble use of their advantages.1 Angria, with a 
view to effect an accommodation, placed himself in the 
hands of the Mahrattas; the fort surrendered; and tho 
objoct of the expedition was completely attained.5 Watsou 
arrived at Madras on the ICth of May, and Clive repaired 
to his government at Fort St. David, from which, in tho 
month of August, he was summoned to assist in the deli
berations for recovering Calcutta.3

It was resolved, after some debate, that tlio reestablish
ment of the Company’s affairs in Bengal should be pursued 
at tlio exponse of every other enterprise. A dispute, how
ever, of two months ensued, to determine in w hat maimer 
prizes should be divided ; who should commund; aud what, 
should bo the degreo ' f powor intrusted with the com
mander. Tho j'Ul'tioa j f  whom Uni pruluofu.m-' w o r e  m vo- 
rallv to be weighed, ■ . ore Mr. I Jig. n w ho lmd been * Jovei-nor 
of Madras since the departure “J Sounders, but was Void of 
military experience; Colonel Aldi rerun, who claimed as 
senior officer of the King, but was unacquainted with tho 
irregular warfare of the natives ; Colonel Lawrence, whose 
experience and merit were uuTi. sticnahle, but to w hoso 
nsthmatical complaints tho dose aud sultry climate of 
B e n g a l  was injurious; and <-’live, to whom none of these 
exceptions applied. It "as at last determined, l hat Olive

. This muI l  aclaloo A nrrin. ' " n ,in.|, r hi. h Chrrlai,
5 Ti.r alillvr »o *'■ J; ...... ■ !«.«• i l t l , ,  ,V'»

tak.-n and rcUilnr-l l> the •- ,j f| Mule. fliAh >>' « H iw  . ,
they were < n f f t i  to c a a i l o r n . , fc, Se,  »
win1 ipata in a m utually p ro je ct UKUrutU

ii ; s .— W . : jog— 117-. O in l r U l / v ’d W a r  in  T„ ii• Sea fur till* account, Orinc- • { lU miitb . 'no, l , j r a  CUve's Iv.Bicocc, l.ei

Iff §L
. /  THE PIRATE ANGIUA. k
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JIOOKTvT English and French; ami the Presidency of Bombay 
c h a p . ui. refused to engage in a measure by which it would bo
----------  violated. There was another enterprise, however, in which

1756. they had already embarked, and in which, with the great 
force, military and naval, now happily assembled at Bom
bay, they had sanguine hopes of success.

The Mahrattas, as early as the time of Sivajee, had 
raised something of a fleet, to protect them against tho 
enterprise of the Siddees. In this service a common man 
distinguished himself ; and rose from one post to another, 
till he became Admiral of the fleet. He was appointed 
Governor of a strong fort, called Severndroog, situated on 
a rocky island, within cannon-shot of the continent, about 
eight miles north from Dabul. This adventurer quarrelled 
with tho Mahratta government; and revolted with the 
greater part of the fleet. He not only set the -Mahratta 
stfde at defiance, hut was aide to render himself master of 
the coast to an extent of sixty leagues, from Tanna to 
Bujapore ; and the Mahrattas compounded their dispute 
with him, by receiving a small annual tribute as a mark 
of subjection. The name of tho successful rebel was 
t.'omijeo Angiia ; and he made piracy his trade.1 The 
nature of the coast is well adapted to that species of de
predation ; liivuiiMo il is intersoutud by u grout number of 
fivers, and the breezes compel ships to keep close to the 
land. The European nations had been harassed by this 
predatory community for nearly half a century ; they hud 
Made several efforts to subdue thorn, but the power of 
Angria had always increased; and his fleets now struck 
terror into all commercial navigators on the western coast
of India.

•Several approaches towards the formation of a union for 
"~e extirpation of these corsairs had been made by the 
English and Mahrattas; but without offoct, till 1755, when 

English squadron, under Commodore James, and a 
laud-army of Mahrattas, attacked Sovorndroog, and took it, 
as well as tho fort of Baucooto. It was toward the eonolu-

•  K 1 'rim *  < In-urastoncCB are not <-;.ilto correctly  r.t«ted. It trail tlio fntlior o f
' “O' wiio ilrat acquired distinction in the Mirvlcc of Sivajee, hu wa» mado 

", 1 "f tho fli-i t l'V Itnlft Itaui, and took part with hi* widow u fiin s t  Shao,c."tmt was induced tO acknowledge III'
Rraot «»r t. „ f, n , including ieverudroog anil VJrtednjog, or Uberlnh. Duff’s
jla iira iia ;, i. 43,; _ y ir.



NdbA^f^the samo year that Admiral Watson with his fleet? B O O K  IV .  
and Colonel Clive with his forces, arrived at Bombay: the chap, iii- 
final reduction of the piratical state was therefore decreed. _ “
On the 11th of February, 1756, the fleet, consisting of eight 
ships, besides a grab, and live bomb-ketches, having on 
board 800 Europeans and 1000 Sepoys commanded by Co
lonel Clive, arrived at Gheriah : while a Muliratta army 
approached otl the other side. Gheriah, the capital of 
Angria, stood on a rocky promontory, nearly surrounded 
by the sea, and had a fort of extraordinary strength. But 
the number of the assailants, and the violence of the can
n o n a d e ,  terrified botli Angria and his people, and they 
made a feeble use of their advantages.1 Angria, with a 
view to client an accommodation, placed himself in the 
hands of the Mahrattas ; the fort surrendered; and tho 
object of the expedition was completely attained.2 Watson 
arri viM at Madras on tho lGtli of M*y, .uul Olive f s p a jll l
to his government at Fort St. David, from which, in the 
month of August, he was summoned to assist in the deli
berations for recovering Calcutta.5

It was resolved, after some dobato, that tho reestablish
ment of the Company’s affairs in Bengal should be pursued 
at the exponse of every other enterprise. A dispute, how- 
o\ er, nf I wo months ensued, to determine in what manner
p r iz e s  should bo divided; who should command; and what 
should bo the degree of power in trusted with the com
mander. The parties, of whom tho pretension.*' were nove
rally to l  »e weighed, wen Mr. Bigot, who had boon Governor 
of Madras since the departure of Saunders, but was void of 
military experience ; Colonel Aldcreron, who claimed os 
senior officer of the King, but was unacquainted with tho 
irregular warfare of the natives : Colonel Lawrence, whoso 
experience and merit were unquestionable, but to whoso 
asthmatical complaints the close and sultry climate of 
Bengal was injurious; and Clive to whom none of these 
exceptions applied. It was at last deteimined, that Clive

' Gheriah was

» » » < • War ■ » p.•20-130 ; Lord Clive's Evidence, Report. «  -nPra-

('(I)}) (fiT
t h e  p ir a t e  a n g u ia . kj mu



HOOK IV. should be sent. It was also determined, that he should be 
cn.tr. in. sent with powers independent of the Presidency of C'al-
----------- cutta. Among his instructions, one of the most perernp-

1758. tory was, that he should return, and be again at Madras 
with the whole of the troops, in the month of A pril; about 
which time it was expected that in consequence of the 
war between Prance and England, a French fleet would 
arrive upon the coast. It was principally,Indeed, with a 
view to this return, that independence of the Calcutta 
rulers, who might bo tempted to retain him, was bestowed 
upon Clive.

The force which sailed from the road of Madras, on the 
16th of October, consisted of five King’s ships with Admi
ral Watson as Commander, and fivo Company’s ships, 
serving as transports; having on boards 900 European 
troops, and 1500 Sepoys. All tho ships, with tho excep
tion ot two, arrived in the Ganges on the ‘20th of Decem
ber, and found the fugitives from Calcutta at Fulta, a town 
at some distance down the river, to which tho ships had 
descended, and where they had found it practicable to re
main.

After forwarding letters, full of threats, to Surnj-ad- 
tlowla, which the Governor of Calcutta Bent word that ho 
dared not deliver, it  wasrcsolved to commence operations, 
by tho capture of a fort, which stood, on the river, between 
Fulta and Calcutta. On the 27th of December, at tho 
time when the fort was to be attacked by the ships, Clive 
n,arched out, with the greater part of the troops, to lay an 
ambush for intercepting the garrison, who were not ex
pected to make a tedious defence. Tho troops, fatigued 
m gaining their position, worn allowed to quit their anus 
to take a little repose; “ and from a security,” says 
Mr. Urmu, “ which no Superiority or appearances in war 
oould justify, the common precaution of stationing renti- 
lM i ■ was neglected.” In a few minutes they were all 
asleep ; and in this situation, surprised l y a largo body of 
tlio enemy. Tito presence of mind and steady coinage, 
which never dose! ted ( live in su d d en  emergencies, tn- 
n,,l«td him, oven in tho ■ unfavourable oircunr Una .to  
1,1 )' r <• a l,flnd of irregular troops, led by a cowardly com
mander Mj;ut pud tho enemy's cavalry," rays Chino,
“ ud\ anuml and charged at tho same time that tho infantry

( y p  § LHISTORY OF BRITISH INDIA. k y  J



(if w)v,  ( c t
V  CALCUTTA RECOVERED.

it is not improbable that the war would have COOK I\ - 
•Jeen. con clued on the very first trial of hostilities.” 1 c h a p . in.

f  he ships came up and cannonaded the fo r t; but the 7̂1 
garrison frustrated the project of Clive ; and, totally un- 1 , , '‘ 
Perceived, made their escape in the night. The other forts 
on the river were deserted, as the English approached; and 
on the 2d of January, 1757, tho armament arrived a; Cal
cutta. The garrison withstood not tho cannon of tho ships 
for two hours; and evacuated the place. The merchandise 
belonging to tho Company was found mostly untouched, 
because it had been reserved for the Subahdar; hut the 
houses of individuals were totally plundered.

’Intelligence was received from the natives, who began 
to enter the town, that Hoogly, a considerable city, about 
twenty-three miles up the river from Calcutta, was thrown 
into great consternation by these recent events. Iu this 
situation an attack upon it was expected to produce a very 
favourable result. Ono of tho ships sent on this service 
struck on a sandbank, and five days retarded the progress 
of tho detachment. On the 10th of January they reached 
the sp o t; made a breach in the wall before night; and the 
troops no sooner mounted the rampart, than tho garrison 
fled and escaped.

During tho expedition to Hoogly news arrived of the 
commencement of hostilities between England and Franco.2 
The French in Bengal had a force of 300 Europeans, and a 
tiain oi field artillery; wliich, if added to tho army »>f the 
Subahdar, would ren«l<.r him an irrtmsiihle enemy. 'File 
English were now very deniroun to make i.lu.ir pence vi i h 
that formidable ruler; but the capture ( 
taken solely with a view to j lunder,* ha |so  augment

i Scrafton, p. G‘2, sinks tim culpable circumstances.—M. Sir J .  Malcolm 
himself a  sokfiaf, shows U at no such catastrophe waa i-o-lbie, •* tjie l!llck 
jungle which conceuled tho approach or the mUuitry, impervious to e u \ l  
ulio had no nuuna of advancing, c y .p i  tlir-’u - i > urn _ v. hc.c Ony 
Uavo been sten, ami tl, K»»bJK}- of surprise ikiR tted.” U io  ui i .i™ ,

*" i TtalVitian historic fcirw »  ■««”* of tbo retail** W w ,
KntlU ffland trance "  J u l i l  m o m  a .  ibi- lLim « of b rik e

of five o r  MX hnndrol year. . .a n d ,u p ; «ml who, after proev -ain|I 
. 1 1  l u . r o  i, . r m l  imssaer s, U r  a num bir <t carr. would hivto blood.-lied, uai8. batti..,. a n i ^ nicnt t iir, t u k c  blT*lh ou both Sul. ,  jJ

,0 “ ,.“ ™’ Mo m  agui". “  b h t  v. ith tnu.1. t a r ,  u  cvor.“ i o , r

* * * * S K &  t“ «hc hlOKtn. vro* tu'™ H l '7 * m "»
'•upuiution Unit plunder wna the aote 0 JJ‘- hotxjly, Tho
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that he was not in a frame of mind to receive from 
csuatSBf them any proposition ; and his army received its orders to 

—- — march. Happily for the English the same spirit by which 
‘01' Dupleix was reproached for not having negotiated a neu

trality between the French and English Companies in 
India, though the nations were at war in Europe, prevailed 
in the Councils at Chandemagor. The rulers at that set
tlement refused to assist Suraj-ad-dowla; and proposed 
that they and the English should engage by treaty, not- 
with.~ landing the war between their respective countries, 
to abstain from hostilities against one another in Bengal.1 
Still the power of the ^Subahdar presented an appalling 
aspect to Clive; and no sooner had he received intimation 
of an abatement in the irritation of that enemy, than ho 
renewed Iris application for peace. The Subahdar received 
his letter, and even proposed a conference ; but continued 
his march, and on tho 3d of February surrounded Calcutta 
with his camp. Clive resolved to surprise it  before dawn 
of the following morning. The design was no less politic 
than bold; both as the audacity of it was likely to alarm a 
timorous enemy ; and as the difficulty of procuring provi
sions, surrounded by a largo body of cavalry, must soon 
have been great. The execution, however, was badly 
planned ; and a thick mist augmented the causes of mis 
fortune. The troops suffered considerably; and were 
several times exposed to the greatest dangers. Yet thev 
marched through the camp ; and produced on the minds 
of the Subahdar and his army the intended effect. Eager

S r'™ lt y -0,> ! riki'?" a  ancccssfu'  M ow against on enem y's tow n, w as so oti- 
[„r i;  “ P ’ '71,1 lor his cuylnrc ofC al. HIM. th.it it is very  nnnccoM ary ti. seek  

i >tl,er m otives than nip m ost ordinary ru les of w arfare.— W.
tliia • ! ^  13 Contr,ldiction in thG statem ents o f different authorities oil 

1 ‘’an be reconciled  ou ly by n consideration o f dates and . ir-
... Stt‘nces. It appears probable, that the French v. ere not informed of tho  
*• . *” Europe, until uftcr tho march o f th e N aw ab t-i C alcutta, lutd the m-'O- 
Mtinns ft.r |>cacc with th e Knglibh. T hey could  not, therefore, lmvc Joined him  

sooiivi. and to prevent th at junction  tak ing  plnec, was one o f Clive's reasons 
agreeing to  the treaty more readily than was thought advisable by Admiral 

n.M.ti. l i e  w rites to  tho Chairm an, “ I know there arc m any who think I  
o u t- Ik'h i  too precipitate in the conclusion  o f the trea ty , hut they never knew

1u l  lhe delay of n day or tw o i.. ; Lt have ruined t l ic f -m p a n v ’y affaire, by tho  
notion of the French with tlie N aw ab, which was on the point of being carried 
" '••••••>• lit ion .” l.ifc, l .  171). AVith (lie voncluslon  the treaty, the 3 reach

 ̂ opportunity of co-operating with the N awab. Thei r negotiations for
I | . ‘t ',(r'‘lity  wore subsequent to the Nnwab’s retreat; and if C live’s account of 
fnri».’’ , v  c °rrcct, the Kngli li had not m uch rew on  to be grateful for ihvir
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x ^ ^ ^ ^ S a o v c d  from an enemy capable of those daring BOOK IV. 
ttttcifeptSj Suraj-ad-dowla was now in earnest to effect an chap. hi.
accommodation. Overtures were received and returned ; --------—
and on the 9th of February a treaty was concluded, by 1767- 
which tho Nabob, as he was styled by the English, agreed 
to restoro to the Company their factories, and all tho p r i
vileges they had formerly enjoyed ; to permit them  to 
fortify Calcutta ; and to make compensation to them  for 
such of tho plundered effects as had been brought to ac
count in tho books of his government. So greatly was he 
pleased with this treaty, that two days after its conclusion, 
he proposed to conclude with the English an alliance 
offensive and defensive; a contract which the English 
eagerly formed, and which both parties ratified on that 
very day.

In return to tho French for that neutrality of theirs 
which had saved the English,1 Clive, at tho very moment 
of making peace with the Nabob, sounded him to know if  
he would permit the English to attack the settlement at 
Chandernagor, for which there still would be time before 
the setting in of tho southern monsoon. Tho proposition 
was hateful to the Subalidar ; hut for the present ho 
returned an evasive answer. As this wa3 not a prohibi
tion, Clive resolved to construe it  as a permission ; and he 
sent Ins army across the river. Tho Subalidar now inter
fered with efficacy ; sent an express prohibition ; and to o k  
measures for opposing tho attempt.

The Council at Calcutta, no longer expecting the con
sent of tho Subalidar, and alarmed at the thought of 
attempting the enterprise in defiance of his authority, 
entered into negociation with the French. They had 
mutually agreed upon terms ; and obtained the assent of 
tho Subalidar to guarantee between them a treaty of neu
trality and pacification. But the factory at Chandernagor 
was dependent on the government of Pondicherry, and 
could only ratify the treaty provisionally; iho govern
ment of Calcutta signed with definitive powers. 'Phis 
difference started a scruple in the brain of Admiral Wat
son ; and bo refused to sign. In the opinion of Clive, 
there was but one alternative : that of embracing the neu. 
trality, or instantly attacking Chandernagor. But 'Watson

» See preceding note.

' G0[̂ \
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NfesQjlQ^i$ufused '"° a^ ao -̂ without the Nabob’s consent; and Clive. 
i-uav. in. urged tho necessity of accepting the neutrally. In a
----------- letter to the Select Committee ho said, “ If the neutrality

B be refused, do but reflect, Gentlemen, what will be the 
opinion of the world of these our late proceedings. Did 
we not, in consequence of a letter received from the 
Governor and Council of Chandernagor, making offers of a 
neutrality within the Ganges, iu a manner accede to it, by 
desiring they would send deputies, and that we would 
gladly come into such neutrality with them V  And have 
we not, since their arrival, drawn out articles that were 
satisfactory to both parties ; and agreed that such articles 
should be reciprocally signed, sealed, and sworn to ? TVhat 
will the Nabob think, after the promise made him on our 
side,and after his consenting to guarantee this neutrality ? 
He, und all the world, will certaiuly think, that wc arc 
men without principles, or that, we arc men of a trifling 
in-'-ignilicant disposition.” » While tho altercations on this 
subject continued, nows reached the Subahdar, that 
Ahmed Shah, the Abdallee, had taken Delhi ; and meant 
to extend his conquests to the oostorn provinces of the 

/ ’il empire. This intelligence, which filled him with 
consternation, suggested the vast importance of securing 
the oo-operation of the English ; and ho immediately sent 
a letter to Colonel Clive, the object of which was to pave 
the way for attaining it, on almost any terms The y ut  
same day on which the letter of the Nabob reached Cal
cutta, the arrival was announced of three ships with troops 
rom Bombay, and oi one of tho ships, also bearing troops* 

J' ich sailed vrith Clive from Madras, but was compelled 
K> ictmu. “ Willi such additions,” says Mr. Orme, “ the 

. force was deemed capable of taking Chandernagor, 
although protected by the Nabob’s array. Colonel Clive 
tin iGft.ro immediately dismissed the French deputies, who 
were then with him waiting to sign tho treaty, which was 1

1 ‘.(1 mir.il Wi-.t.sou n -v  r u . in a letter to  th e Nav.ub, that, the prop. • il for a 
J'' • i .11 ity originated with the l;nj;h -ii. Life of Clive, 1. 1^7. *i In . a* um u t o f  

tVilnro of th e iu ■D.tiatl'jn, agrees hi the main with that in Uir tex t: but 
C *** can be littie  doubt, that neither o f th e parties hud tlie  power o f exem p t- 

1 e .u-elreji fr.uA tlic e on m. i ounces of International ^;,ri..rv. It " n - tho 
.*"> of tin, rn t-li Ji to  attem pt the r*dnation of Chun4ornnKf.ru, ns it \*unld 

' ‘•■•eu ti.ui oi the breach  to  •.upturc t ’a lc u iu , hail tli.-v been iu suiUcicni 
- w .

1 hurt, ut anpra, A ppend ix, N o . t1.
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out fair*, and which they supposed had been BOOK IV. 
concluded.” 1 c h a t . h i.

lire English force advanced ; while the scruples of Ad- ---------- •
aural Watson, under the great accession of force, were l 7 ’7' 
vanquished by some supposed contradictions in the letters 
of tho Subahdar ; and the opposition of the Subahdar was 
suspended by his apprehension of tho Afghans. O utlie  
n t h  of March, the detachment from Bombay having joined 
tho English army, hostilities commenced. Tho French 
defended thomsolves with great gallantry: the Nabob 
roused at last,- and eager to prevent their fall, sent per
emptory orders to the English to d esist; and oven put a 
part of his army in motion. But tho fire from tho ships 
was irresistible, and the reduction of tho fort anticipated 
tho cheats of his intended resistance. Tho resentment of 
the Nabob was checked by his remainiug dread of tho Ab- 
dallees ; and ho still courted the friendship of the invaders.
He, however, eluded their request to give up all the other 
French factories and subjects in his dominions; and af
forded protection to the troops who had escaped from tho 
fort of Chandemagor.

The time was now arrived when, according to his instruc
tions, Clivo ought no louger to have deferred his return to 
Madras. H0 himsolf, in his letter to the .Select Com- 
nmu:.- dated the 4th of March, had said respecting Wat
son 8 0 Ijoctum to the treaty of neutrality ; “ this loads me 
to consider seriously the situation of the Company'., a.Maim 
on the C' tjt, and tho positive orders 1 have ice 1 veil from 
the President and the Committee at Madras, to return at 
nil events with as great a part of the forces under my com
mand as could possibly bo spared.’5 “ The situation of

1 Orme, it. 134. Clivo llto lud i liivca a carious account of u ,,, deliberation  
n o  I I t m e a s u r e  I "  T im  th mem!.ora o f I bo C.m .m lt.ee o r r ,-- i , ,  ,i 
( S t io v o r n o r ) ,  h lou cU  (Col. C im -l Malar K .i,. a n ,  k . and m  S e c ' r -  M,
Bechcr ifave his opinion fur a neutral I. -Major K ilintt ick for a nentralitv  . bn 
In no. if (f.nc his opinion for the M ta.l of ib e  place ; Mr. D rake Knee mi <> pinion 
that nobody could make a»: Ihbwof. Ma.lor Kilpatrick then asked h iin .ah .d li. ,  
t o  tliouifiit tho to r e *  an. « iuaarenw aldnM yH tt.h indvi-1, ificram i m„ Nabob*,
‘ : n th e s a tu o  lima —ho said, he thoaglit lh r :- m ild: n f m  a Inch Major

a II, a ,  |  -o td r a v  hla oplulou. anil to be of ha. rk*r ta a d  Mr. 
n - ,  ‘ o .W m A d a U - and Major Kilpatrick and 1. • 1. in, tint m ajeritv . i  
D rake » J j i u ’jtv jn . Jy&irinn him  to cdi-op^mte in tiirloiter waawnttw on, chine i„„. S S *
WI c Ii m dernagor. te p o r t. U »?• i,.uniat ,,tfl a m U
K u X S i S . ^ K #5 » .  V.U1 rcaolatu n u  take. cam S , u> ^
"rri'aps, be treated hv a  belter rule, 

report, uE supra, Appendix, w o. ▼ .
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\^^K )K ^lk /the Company’s affairs on the coast,” that is in the Car- 
CHAr. in. natic, was indeed in no small degree alarming, if  they
----------- remained without the protection of their military force,

1707. gent for the restoration of the settlements in Bengal. Tho 
Presidency of Madras had not left themselves troops suffi
cient to make head against the French even then in the  
country; and it was known at Madras, before tho de
parture of Clive, that, in consequence of the expected 
hostilities, a powerful armament was destined by tho 
French government for India; and without doubt would 
make its first landing in the Carnatic. On the other sido 
Clive beheld an opening for exploits, both splendid and 
profitable, in Bengal; overlooked all other considerations; 
violated his instructions; and remained.1

Tho French, who had collected themselves at Cossimba
zar, became the first subject of dispute. Instead of 
yielding thorn up, on the repeated solicitations of the  
English, the Nabob furnished M. Law, who was the head 
of the factory at Cossimbozar, with money, arms, and 
ammunition, and sent them into Bahar; Clive, to tho 
great displeasure of his new ally, threatening, and even 
preparing to detach a part of his army to intercept them. 
By tho author of tho Seer Mutakhaveen, we are told that 
M. Law, before his departure, revealed to Suraj-ad-dowla 
tho disaffection of his principal officers; tho connexion 
which they would be sure to form with tho English for his 
destruction; and tho necessity of retaining tho French 
about his person if  he wished to preserve himself from 

.  that deplorable fate. Tho persons, however, who medi
tated his ruin, and who saw the importance of removing 
tho French, pressed upon his mind the impolicy of quar- 
rolling with tho victorious English on account of tho van
quished and fugitive French. He therefore dismissed M. 
Law, telling him, “ that if there should happen any thing

1 It i* quite Hear tliat C live ju ik p d  soundly w hat w as his duty, w hen ho  
th !«•' mined to rem ain. To h iv n  w ithdraw n any yai t <1 th- force from IW h/.tI,
Would liavc U*vn not only to  forfrlt tbo adviinUi}:' .t h a t  hud been paui' 1. cu t
■Would h u \e  cn a n d  the expulsion  o f the Jiiu;M:.n iroin the p j .• v 111• H  o
f  • Iim • ,.f S u r a j-> 1-d- c 1« v,, ro nn> h .tiiird , hi* w>w,r w.i unluuK  n. n'"l ha 
h td ini,v the certain w 1 ml i:k • «>f th;- i-rem'h. 11 _n  ‘ 1 *11'• i im po nidi tho  
Ihi,;;;.,'. , onltl huvo made lu-iul againtd them , or to  did lm vr h-d *- *• *"»' any  

hal t v> CUvc would h a t e  1 " ,l , r ' llI‘ r * imt  »n.iv ■ .. n
*'*}“•!, hut tho interests of his country, had 1>U ''■>'.v,'d the culls •'ladra.s, 
'•hvi. t, c u.ui<erwaa im m inent,aud th* consequences o f d'.'* cm liluro
,r*  h«tr„blc. W.
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send for him again.”—“ Send forme again ?” BOOK IV. 
answered Law, “ Be assured, my lord Nawab, that this is citat\  iii.
the last time wo shall see each other; remember my ----- -—
"Words,—wo shall never meet again; it is nearly impos- 17,‘7- 
sible.”1

Lord Clive, in his statement to the House of Commons, 
said, “ that after Ghandernagor was resolved to be at
tacked, he repeatedly said to the committee, as well as to 
other.', that they could not stop there, but must go 
further; that, having established themselves by force, 
and not by consent of the Nabob, he would endeavour to 
dri tte titan out again : '
his intentions, many upon record; and that he did suggest 
to Admiral Watson and Sir George Pococke, as well as to 
the Committee, the necessity of a revolution; that Mr.
Watson and the gentlemen of the Committee, agreed upon 
the necessity of it ;2 and that the management of that 
revolution was, with consent of the committee, left 
to Mr. Watts, who was resident at the Nabob’s capital, 
and himself; that great dissatisfaction arising among 
Suraj-ad-dowla’s troops, Meer Jafiier was pitched upon to 
be the person to place in the room of Suruj-ad-dowla, in 
consequence of which a treaty was formed.”3

A complicated scene took place, which it would be little 
instructive to unfold,4 of plotting and intrigue. The first 
proposals woro mode In an othcor named Yur Kluin L.atiy: 
and they wore greedily embraced; till intimation was re
ceived that Moor Jaffier Khali was incline'! to outer ini " a 
confederacy for deposing th e  smbafidar. T h is  was a per
sonage of much greater power and distinction. Ho had

1 So.cr Muiakhureon, i. 762.
2 Captain IJrcveton, who wav UcuW aant v.Uli Admiral Watson, declared m 

ovUlenoe, “ that he imd heard Ydmlral Wr.wm say, lie th ou ght it a iu  xtru- 
ordinury m easure to depose a m an they had 50 la tely  made a si.doun treaty
v i t h  ’’ Hoport, a t  supra.— M

Hi tter evidence, Admiral Watson s own, proves, that he uufirHy approved of 
Urn Mt<cedin«B. He writes to Clive : * I . lad m hear that M :« Un><v .
" S t T S K i i .  1 hope <•• «■•> -  » m >"r" >o„r
!S r. ! L  S a  t ,.a,  l  may .  w o b » ie  to congtmtulnt. you on , V  m euon  u! «.•

K  Front thentar-M t in »lticl> this is .• rated, it vtnnM 
- I m  T i n h o  S c t  o f .  rovolutum the to u ta l .  ..Ithouttb.
^  1 ! K .  i l u  lM 'l in t '1  *••• ' '•> tlttftit t.v pronow b front

m  Martin ,1" n il. M l'  Mi.’wmt'.iciUmai it lllildll : i i in .m c t  
I ta  inOlvUlu^l. V.,; too opulent tanker Ju ggut

I t l a J t a ^ " * ® , ’o U b lM to p ltr s  mmutcnc- ' and potanco by Mr. Ormc,
u. n u - n s ,  ,

vou in . K



l>eon married at an early poriod to the sister of Aliverdi 
chap. in. and held a high rank m his army. Between him and Ali- 
———— verdi had not been always the best understanding; and 

lio<. Meer Jaffier had at one time entered into a project of 
treason. But the interest of the two parties taught them 
to master their dissatisfaction ; and at the death of Ali- 
verdi, Meer Jaffier was paymaster general of the forces, 
one of the highest offices in an Indian government. Suraj- 
ad-dowla hated Meer Jaffier, and was too ignorant and 
headstrong to use management with his dislikes. Shortly 
after his accession, Meer Jaffier was removed from his 
office, and remained exposed to all that might result from 
the violent disposition of the Subahdar. According to the 
constitution, however, of an Indian army, in which every 
General maintains his own troops, a considerable portion 
of the army belonged to Moer Jaffier ; and this he exerted 
himself to increase, by enlisting as many as possible of the 
adventurers, with whom the nature of Indian warfare 
made the country abound.

In manufacturing the terms of the confederacy the 
grand concern of the English appeared to be monoy. <’ The 
Committee really believed,” says Mr. Ormo, “ the wealth 
of Suraj-ad-dowla much greater than it possibly could be 
even if the whole life of the late Nabob Aliverdi had not 
been spent in defending his own dominions against the 
invasion of ruinous enemies ; and even if Suraj-ad-dowla 
himself had reigned many, instead of only one year” '
They resolved accordingly not to be sparing in their 
demands ; and the situation of Jaffier Khan, and the man
ners and customs of the country, made him ready to pro
mise whatever they desired. In name of compensation for 
losses by tho capture of Calcutta, 10,000,000 rupees were 
promised to the English Company, 0 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  rupees to 
English inhabitants, 2 ,00 0 ,0 0 0  to the Indians, aud 7 0 0 0 0 0  
to the Armenians. Theso buiub wore Bpeuitied in tho 
formal treaty. Over aud beside this, it was resolved by 
the Oommittoo of the Council, that is, the small nuinlier 
of individual- by whom the business was performed, that 
a donation of il,5 0 0 ,0 0 0  rupees should bo asked for tho | 
squadron ; and another of equal amount for tho army.*

 ̂ Orm<\ ii. Irt3.
* 1 !»■ v i r * nts, w hich w crcaftc. wnril'iinadc two of by the personal enem ies 

01 Clive, to effect b is annoyance ami attem pt liia ruin, detract m uch from the

(f(S)i! ■ (fiT
\ - A lf l g  /  7  HISTORY OF BRITISH INDIA. ,



k m  <s lTHE NABOB ATTACKED. / W tU

^ ! ! CmEthla WM sf tled’” aaJ’3 Lo,'d Clive,' “ Mr. Becher BOOK IV. 
that ( V  \® UggesJed to the Committee, that lie thought chap. hi.
v e r n m Z  ’ Y ^ ? t n * 8 e d  th ° great niachine ° {  S ° -  ----------eminent, was entitled to some consideration, as well as 1757-
the army and navy.” Such u proposition, in such an
assembly, could not fail to appear eminently reasonable
It met with a suitable approbation. Mr. llecher informs
US, that the .sums received wore 280,000 rupees by Mr
Drake the Governor; 280,000 by Colonel Clive • and
240.000 each, by himself, Mr. Watts, and Major Kilpatrick 
tho inferior members of tho Committee.2 The terms ob’ 
tamed in favour of the Company were, that all the French 
factories and effects should be given up ; that the French 
should bo for ever excluded from Bengal; that the tcr-

011 *>in ittec , were alike influenced bv k  1 Mein be ra o f tho Select Com-
an«l they re lied , with ^  a O d a v ^ r  ?  i J T “ 'eimT  SP'O' Is undeniable, 
elevated  princlp c , u p o T a n  unea- ' e 'U m 'tj '1 0 absence of

T ? e T ™ . 7 „ f f r ' ' r  t0 ,,1L; I f ' . o l o i a  practices and feelings of the timoiT 
ficin  t l u ^ i Y e  t lL ,<” J1',j ‘iri> ta d  never been forbidden to re .,ev e  presents
115.1 : ;ve0 ™ ; , * • « ■ * ? « « » mpaid,) t u , J K X

"''■•"'•"I   it is me '■ . V i l l e n " ' ,  •'',o i",'"' W A . '  to
an offvrlnu. >i'i on r i \ n  nnl hi* *  *  ̂ n f tn "*Lto * P p r o » c h s u k H. r w,ih  
trium ph, tl»c dlitr.bm'u i .- f  l iu ia i  ! i T ™ '  ,a;‘ ! ‘ • 1‘p“ ally  ‘",v 
o f the court is a u v,V- a iu • n  :l!''n3 ,0  un,,v  an,t tK‘ ' k 1 «
therefore in the trif> «.»■ i.M.V ll-t‘ 1 ".'l'e v,-:- mdhuitf more than ciimouuu v.

, lwr« °  »«,m > of m oney bj Allr .laltior to those t . whom  
j,e w m  in lebtul fur I ,.> a ..v * « n . ; a ,  wn, m-.il, : law nor , are . *
posc.l to the accept true i , i his cloimi<..i,. \,} Hi. •. i vain, . 1 the Comnam- n, a 
as Uiey were uvnwcdlj expected and openly re, civcd, there was notliiuJ «1 „_ 
honest >n tho transection. I hut th.» nnmuut of the present:, was oxcessivo m ^  
be attributed, in some degree, to the erroneous ©pinion entertained it , 
b y  Mir JaiHcr, a m U cm in ly  by the Cmojuny** servant*, of tho fTl.at v.< , . 1, „ 
th e treasnry o f Surgj-ad-dowla. which admitted of such deduction, w u u  » 
j  11st regard to circumstances u n i sc.im ns.therefore, it is unjust to ex iv c t n o n  
tho servants of the Company n lofty disregmu of personal advantage, alrlio-.irh 
they would have merited more unqualified admiration had they disdained their 
p iica te enrksbmont in the iu hie aim ot jir m. ting the public good : m uch un
happiness would have been avoided by them selves, m uch m isery would liwvo 

been spared to Bengal.
1 Evidence before the Committee. Ih 1 in ,  u t supra.
3 Ibid. These latter receipts were the occasion of a dispute. “  Ppon tills 

ben - known," sold Clive (Report, u t supra- ;• M r. \\  arson rcydic i. H ut he  V>UJ 
-dntit 1. :L tu a  sliare in that money, llo  ‘ i ve) agreed ii p»M<m with th e  
W ntlcm cn. w hen this application was iu«!c. tl-ut Mr. Watson was not uno o ith c  
J'uumiHtce. but at the same time did jusu-.e t.» Ills sen-a oi , m .i proposed to 
rj10 «ejitiomcu to contribute u9 much as would make his share equal to th<» 

ami his ow n; that about throe or tour consented to  it, H >
, *°UiU noL"



BOOK 3V. ritory surrounding Calcutta to the distance of GOO yards 
chat-, hi. beyond the Maliratta ditch, and all the land lying south of
----------- Calcutta as far as Culpee, should be granted them on

1757. Zemindary tenure, the Company paying the rents in the 
same manner as other Zemindars.

For effecting the destruction of Suraj-ad-dowla it  was 
concerted, that the English should take the field, and that 
Meer Jafficr should join them at Cutwa, with his own 
troops, and those of as many of the other commanders as 
it  should be in his power to debauoh. When the English 
arrived at Cutwa, no allies, however, appeared: Letters 
were received from Moorshedabad by some of the natives 
in the camp, stating that the conspiracy was discovered, 
and that Mecr Jafficr had obtained his pardon, on con
dition of aiding the Nabob with all liis resources against 
the English. Instead of Mecr Jafficr and his troops, a 
letter from Moor Jaffier arrived. In this it  was stated, 
that tho suspicions of the Nabob had been raised ; that 
he had constrained Mecr Jaffier to swear fidelity on tho 
Koran ; that it had thus become impossible for Meer Jaffier 
to join the English before the day of battlo ; but that it 
would V.c easy for him, in tho action, to desert the Nabob, 
and decide the fortune of the day. Tho mind of tho Eng
lish commander was disturbed. The treachery of Meer 
Jafficr could not be regarded as improbable; and “ he 
thought it extremely hazardous ” (to rise his own words)
“ to pass a river which is only fordable in one place, march 
150 miles up the country, and risk a battle, when, if  a 
defeat ensued, not one man would have retumod to 
tell it."1

In ilieso difficulties ho called a council of war. “ It is 
very rare,” says Mr. Orme, “ that a council of war decides 
fur bin tie.” ’ Clive himself says, “ that this was the only 
coun, ii of war that overlie held, and if lie had abided by that 
council, it  would have been the ruin of the East InJia 
Company."’ The singularity is, that ih the oouncil Clive 
himself was of the same opinion with tho majority, and by 
delivering his opinion first, which was far from the usual 
practice, had no doubt considerable influenoo in deter
mining others ; yot that afterwards ho disregarded that

1 r nOCTIt r iltn tm . ■ Onuo, St 17i.
s l.vvlcmc, Report, ut auprt. /

i f l f l  (CT '!
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^echian, and t00]- upon himsolf to act in direct oppo- BOOK IV. 
Si lon: Tt) it. The army was ordered to cross the river chat. m.

e nest morning ; and at a little past midnight arrived ----------
at Biassy.1 1757.

At this place, a pnrt of the army of tho Subahdar had 
heen intrenched for a considerable timo ; aud the Subahdar 
ttimsolf had reached it with tho remainder of his forces tho 
evening before the arrival of the English. Tho army with 
which he was now to contend for his power and his lifo 
consisted of 60,000 foot, 16,000 horse, and fifty pieces of 
cannon.2 Of the English force, 900, including loo artil
lery-men and fifty sailors, were Europeans; 100 were 
Topassos ; and 2100 Sepoys. Tho battle was nothing but 
a distant cannonade. This was maintained during tho 
greatest part of the day, and sufficed to terrify the Subah
dar, who, by the advice of those who dcsirod his rain 
issued orders of preparation for retreat. Upon this. Jaffier 
Khan was observed moving off with his troops : Clive was 
hen convinced of h is  intention to join him; ho now, 

therefore, ordered tho English to advance, and attack that 
part, of the line which still maintained its position. The 
knowledge of tkeso two events determined the mind of 
the Subahdar, ho mounted a fleet camel and fled with 
ao"° attendants. No further resistance was offered ; and 
the English entered tho camp at five o’clock, having by
the fat!Tof,1Ce ° f a  T 'aJi and viciou» sovereign, deiormiued tlic a o of , i  great kingdom, and of 3U,00«\o<k> of nt .mlc,
m t“ l°ss of tw. nty European.* killed aud wounded 
of sixteen Sepo es killed, and only thirty--ix woundc d. '

The army advanced, about nirio miles, to Daudporo, the
i SvraVt m 1 Reflection's p. 90) say*, that tho C.ilonc V > rosohnl-n was foim.h 1 

upon a letter ho received from lalltar in the . ourso of the ,u v . Orme 
wli>» loves n little of the nut el!, us. k .;. s, •• tlmt u» soon as u'l0 council 
of war broke up lie retired a! one Into the adjoining prove, where ha 
continued near an hour in i'-cp meditation ; and flare orders, on his return  
to hi: -luiirters, that tlic army should cross the  river tho next m orning." ii.

^ l t  is clear that tho alter vtion in Clive's views m ust hero  boon tlic re ult of 
blslorivatc mcdltatlorts; Mid the circumstances particularised by Orm e, a rty  
•not unlikely to have W  u OMiramnioattd to him by Clive himself.—W.

a pave says I'kUOO horse and 3?».00l> foot,and forty pieces -•« cannon. Letter 
to  the Secret Committee. I .i tt .l .  203.

3 fo rd  Clive stated 'Report, u i suprab “ that the battle's loin-- 
•with s., little bloodshed an-«c from two causes: first, the turny was sheltered 
l>y ho liiflh a bank th at the heavy artillery m the enemy could not possible do 
tm-rn much m ischief: the other wan. that 8nralr-htl-d..wl* had not confidence 
in Ins urmy, nor his army tuiy confldenco iu him, and thcroforo they did not do 
lh'-lr duty upon that occasion.''

^  y f y  BATTLE OF PLASSY. > V |
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BOOK IV. same evening, with little occasion to pursue the enemy, 
c h a p . nr. who had almost entirely dispersed. A t this place, Meer
----------- Jaffier sent a message to the English commander, that he,

1757. with many more of the great officers, and a considerable 
part of the army, waited his commands. The next morn
ing Clive sent to conduct him to his quarters; and he 
arrived, under some apprehensions, which the Colonel, 
thinking it no time for reproaches, hastened to dispel. I t  
was arranged that Meer Jaffier should inarch to the capital 
immediately, to prevent the escape of Suraj-ad-dowla, and 
the removal of his wealth.

That wretched prince had arrived at his palace the 
night after the battle, where, now apprized that he had 
not a friend oil whom ho could rely, and utterly uncertain 
what course to pursue, he remained till the ovening of the 
following day, when Meer Jaffier entered the city. Then 
his fears dictated a resolution. Ho disguisod himself in a. 
mean dress, and about ten o’clock at night went secretly 
out of a window of the palace, with his favourite concu
bine and a single eunuch, intending to join M. Law, and 
escape into Bahar, where he counted upon the protection 
of the Governor. The rowers, however, of his boat, worn 
out before the morning with fatigue, stopped at Raj Mahl 
whero ho endeavoured to conceal himself in a garden. Il'o 
was there, at break of day, discovered by a man, whom he 
had formerly treated with cruelty, and who now revealed 
him to the Governor. Covered with indignity, he was 
hurried back to Moorshedabad, and presented to Meer 
Jaffier, who placed him under the custody of his sou. The 
sou, a brutal, ferocious youth, the same night gave orders 
for his assassination. M. Law, who received the summons 
to join tho Nabob as soon as war with tho English nppeured 
inevitable, immediately began his march ; but had not 
passed Tacringully when ho received reports of the battle 
of Plassy, and halted for further information. “ Had ho 
immediately proceeded twenty miles further,” says Mr. 
Onne, “ he would the next day have met and saved Suraj- 
ad-dowla, and an order of events, very different from, 
those which wo have to relate, would, in all probability, 
haw onsued.”1

The I rattle was fought on t he 23rd of Juno, and oil the
* Orcno, li. ISA.
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Clive with liis troops arrived at Moorsheda- BOOK. IT.
+i ' Un the next day a  meeting was held to confer about c h a p .  id .

<Wi J ated mone-V3 : "'hen the cllic'f Officer of fin a n ce----------
. °‘*re“ that the whole of Suraj-ad-dovvla’s treasures was 1757t 
inadequate to the demand. “ The restitution,” says Mr 
Crme, “with the donations to the squadron, the army and 
the committee, amounted to 22,000,000 of sicca rupees 
equal to 2,7.10,000/. But other donations wore promised' 
which liavo since been the foundation of several fortunes”*
The scantiness of tho Bengal treasury was most unex
pected, as well as most painful news, to tho English, who 
had been accustomed to a fond and literal belief o°f Oriental 
exaggeration on the subject of Indian riches. With great 
difficulty were they brought to admit so hateful a truth.
Finding at last that more could not be obtained, thev con
sented to receive one half of the moneys immediately, and 
to accept of the rest by three equal payments in three 
years. Even of the portion which was now to be received, 
it  was necessary to take one third not in specie, which was 
all exhausted but m jewels, plate, and other effects, at a 
vahiation. Before the 9th of August, after a multitude of 
difficulties, the stipulated half, all but 584,903 rupees, was 
delivered and discharged.2

1 Ibid. ii. 1^0.

AMTOcDi’r ' i i m . t o S S S ^ ! ^  S S m '-'.'7 , y™*"**4  "I’”1* <ra individual,
a im  U r. Or,nr, ”  J S S S S S S S ’i K ' *  “ ‘ *'<*««» ™  Oral, hand , •• a  w an,"  
vast nmouHt, uiid d un 'icrsU ndinK‘” who had t-a.l d to a
tion,” contiiin .s Mr o rnu. *• d u n ™ ?'.V  for,i!n c* ."  1‘hc extent o f h »  lia b .u -  
his servants • oi.tmua! v cm*, V  ' ‘!  " d-pm t.m m *. ,!u'

C ip ftl o nicer a of tho Ucngul governiii-,,t. thut tin* IVusiib n. v, in tunes or 
difficulty, n«c*. to em ploy Ida mediation v. ah tlie N.,i. ,b. I his nre-omin .
however, did not fad to lvnder him tho objo»t of mm h en v y .” (Or me ii id )
When the alarm, excited by the hostile .]< nuns of Suraj-ad-dowia tinVw i n to  
consternation the minds of Mr. « r.ikeand Ins a m u 'il, union,, other weak id-os 
w hich occurred to them , one w/u», to f-ccuiv the person of Oirdchund, lest pot - 
adventure, lie should bo in ■ *u cr; •••• .t!i tl.n r  enem ies. IK- wa> u -i/ed  and 
thrown into confinement. His guards, believing tliat violence, t in t  is d is
honour, would next full upon Ins house, ■ t lire i** it. after the nnnm -r o f  
Hindus, and slaughtered the inm ates of his harem. Notwithstanding this 
when Mr. H"1 .veil endeavoured to parley with tho Nabob, he em ployed Om l- 
olmnd to write letters to l»ls friends, importuning tin n t.» intercede, in that 

, .. . • . 
his valuable ci'.oeis mid merchandise were plundered N o le.ss Ilian 400,000 
rupet 3 in cash were found in his treasury. W lieu an or ler was published t in t  
audi of the English as had escaped the black h '.e m ight return to their hom os 
they were supplied with provisions by O m i.hund. “  wlmse intercession,"
Oi-ini “ hod probably procured their return ’ Oniiclumu, upon the ruin of 
Calcutta, followed th e Nabob’s  army, and soon acquired a  h igh  degree o f con*

(ex\  • \  € 2 ?  /  • /  OMICHUND CHEATED. L » t >  J
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Upon the news of the seizure and death of Suraj-ad- 
chaj*. irr. dowln, M. Law, with the French party, hastened back to

17 37 . fide lice both  w ith  th e  N abob’s favourite, and w ith  h im self. A fter  th e recovery
o f  C alcutta, w h en  th e N abob, alarm ed at th e attack o f liis  cam p, en tered  into  
negotiation , and concluded a  trea ty , Om ichund w as one o f th e principal agen ts  
em ployed . A n d  w hen Mr. W atts w as Font to M oorshedabud as agen t a t th e  
durbar (court) o f Suraj-ad-dow la, “  h e  w as accom panied ,” says Mr. Orme (ii. 
137), “ by O m ichuud, whose conduct in  th e late negotiation  had educed th e  
im pression of form er im putations, insom uch th at Mr. W atts w as perm itted  to 
con su lt and em ploy h im  w ith ou t reserve on all occasions.” l i e  w as em ployed  
as a main instrum ent in all th e in trigues w ith  Jatbcr. I t  w as n ever surm ised  
th a t he did n ot second , w ith  all h is cllbrts, th e projects o f th e E n g lis h ; it  was 
never denied th at h is services w ere o f the utm ost im portance. Mr. Orme suys 
exp ressly  (p . 182), th a t “  h is ta lcs and art hi a s  prevented  Suraj-ad-dowla from  
believing the representations o f h is m ost trusty  servants, w ho ear ly  suspected , 
and at len gth  were convinced , th at the E nglish  w ere confederated w ith  Jaflicr .” 
W hen th e term s o f com pensation for the losses sust lined  b y  th e capture of Cal
cu tta  w ere negotiated  betw een  Mr. W atts and M ccr JafHer, 3,000,000 o f rupees  
w ere s t down to  O m ichund, w h ich , considering  the ex ten t o f h is property, 
and that “ most o f tlio b est houses in C alcutta w ere h is ,” (Orm c, ii. 128), was 
probably not m ore than h is  Io-cs. L ooking f< i ward to th e rewards, w hich  lie 
doubted  not that Jallier, i f  successfu l, would lie stow  upon th ose o f tile E nglish  
w ho were the ch ief instrum ents o f Ids exultation ; estim ating  also th e im 
portance of his own services, and the risk , both o f life  and of fortune, w hich , in 
rendering those--r-rvi.-cr,  he had incurred, Omii lmnd conceived that lie too 
udgh t put in his claim  for reward: and, according to the exam ple o f Ids 
cou n trym en , resolve d not to injure h iim -df bv tlio  m odestv o f h is demand Ue 
asked  u com m ission of live p e r c e n t., on th e m oney w hich should be received  
from the Nabob's treasury, and a  fourth part of th e Jew els ; but agreed , upon 
hearing the objections o f  Mr. W atts, to  refer b is claim s to th e com m ittee 
Whi ii the accounts were sent to C alcutta, th e sum  to he g iven  to Omichuud" 
oven ns c om pensation for h i r K - vo, seem ed n very heavy grievance to  me n 
w ho panted lor more to them selves. To m en whose m inds wero in mich a  state 
th e great dem ands o f Omichund appeared Mho reader w ill la u g h -  hut tlicv did* 
litera lly  ap]>cnr) u crim e. 'I hev wero voted a crim e ; and ho great a  crinic v* 
t., deserve to  lie pnuisbod — to bo punlslied, not on ly  by  d B p r lv iu e h im n f .i l  
rowur-l but dour,vine Inui o f h i, com pensation. th at com pensation w hich  
Bl ipu latct for to everybody : it  w in  voted th at Omichtrad should have n o th in ?  
I lie y  w ere m  ins p o w er ,how ever, therefore he was not to be irritntrd i ™  
necessary lie  should be deceived . C live, whom  deception, w h en  it . ui u id . 
purpose, n ever cost it pang, proposed, that tw o treaties w ith  M ew  Jnflk'r 
abould be drawn up, tuid s igned , one, in which snUsCiction to  Omiclinm l 
should lw provided for, w hich  Omichund should se c ; another, that w h ld i 
alujiiM ally l.o executed , iu  w hich he should n ot be nam ed. To his honour 
bo it spoken, Adm iral W atson refused to be a  party in 11 tin treachery. Lit, 
v >ul‘i not sign  tiio false tr« i t y ; and the com m ittee forged liis nam e. \ \  lien  

. c final adjustm ent. w as told th at ho « u  cheated , and Am 
Ww  ho was a  ruined m an, h i . ison. Hev.-..
Ina*. m om ent insane. N ot an Englishm an, not even Mr. O nne, has y e t e x 
pressed word of sym pathy or regret.— M.

In i H i statem ent som e very  m aterial circum stances arc om itted , which  
,  palliate, if  t lu y  do not Justify th e deception that was practised. He fore tlio

attack upon Calcutta, O michund was in friendly correspondenco w ith  th e  
mini,stern and servants o f tlio  Nuwab. and upou Itn being taken, waa treated  
with ctrlilry t»y Sum p ii«l-do win, whom  lie accom panied to  M unlioilnh.id, and  
them  obtamod from him repaym ent o f the m oney w hich in the plunder • i t al- 
c ,ittA luul t-eon carried off from liis hou - . N otw ithstanding thin, lie wn' or.o 
"f Uiu first, through hi ', connexion, no doubt, wltli th e Hindu m inisters, and 
S'-' v the bunkoni. to on gage in th e plot against SuraJ-nd-dowlu. Tim English  
,”'d . tin r t f  ii*. no groat reason to  1 ok upon him  oa thv.r friend, unit as it  iA 
f'ni'-Ht that bo was a  stranger to every  prlnclplo except lovo ut m oney, them

'"'ibing in h i» clm racter to  awaken any sym pathy fur liis fate. it ir u n -  
w n in !,| ., ,jult liing f;11 jic m erited uo treachery, and that his aer. lec i y r m



' ^ f e 1̂ ^ ^ / Govcnior of Baliar at Patna, tho capital of tho BOOK IV.
Upon the assassination of the father of Surai- oiup. nc. 

ad-dowla, Alivordi had nominated Suraj-nd-dowla himself —  
to the nabobship of that important province; but ap- 
pointed Ramnarain, a Hindu, in whom ho reposed great 
confidence, to be Deputy Governor in tho absence of the 
Entice. It am n a min had administered the atiairs of the
province during .the life of Aliverdi, and had continued in 
the government since the accession of Suraj-ad-dowla 
Prom him Meor Jutbor expected no co-operation, and dis
played anxiety that the French party should bo pursued.
Ho suspected, however, the fidelity of any part of his own 
arm y; and a large detachment of the English were sent 
under Major Coote. They were detained too long in pre
paration ; they wore poorly provided with the means of 
expedition; and the European part of the detachment,

n c r a t ^ u  , ,U  waa. to  reim burse h is  lo sses and rcm ii-
bv tlm « n  t S : V S , ' ? l!t o f Pru“ iplc instigated  him  to e n r id i h im self  

' w , • ' 1|K' ‘ h (! 'lat' ailm itteJ, and w hen all wus prepared for
action , he w aited on Mr. W atts, the agen t at Cassim h.r/ar, and threatened to 
a^ium m  the N awah with the conspiracy, u n less  a  donation w as -c a n e d  to him  
p  m 1 /  >UCi 0I, riil'CL"i’ ftbout a;i0.° 00^ T he dem and xv ,, exorbitan t, .md 
infin itely beyond the am ount o f any losses h e  eonld lmvo sustained by the  
j K f r f  VllkiUUu- ,o r w h k l’ l0?aC5- ala° . i t  is  to 1.0 remernb, red, he hud 
ntr, u. , received com pensation. Mr. Mill th ink s it  probablv not m ore th  m ids

,1 ,111„ c ', k ,  . n r '-'“  "•  - i i  .11 t ,  )..•! M ,}-  l i k , i i i w -  »<-re
a n d  on llB reM m u ro  h .d  .n “ ld  10 “ • Br" 'n „ l .  11,e b u il.lm .-f . ,  ll’ tl ,t r o. 
w holly iiudm i ,1.1, ‘ " ‘r v ' m v o rtrd  lu tho ., o w o im . T in . . I.ilm »
treactory  w l t h w h S l .* ! ^ ! *  f*?^ 1!***1**"*** —  • I P * '  »liT»t no! !■ M , ‘ » “ e"f«™l- W l„,t «U U, to dun. .. I .; ti.Ttt I. Jo. I. d
*rvmt. «  CttolunUf tr. and of MV I ,01. r trtlt nil I,,,, , ,:.ui; n,i.i n.lIn loot.,
and by tho probahle tcfe.nt of tau ll/itLili pr le t?  tint tlvn - «tc-tm<'tI• >n i j)0
managed treason of Oimchond, a f t  It Altai cor.-ouv'r.,--:, i -  ■ arc. .,i- 
verted to in th e preceding account, although  it was that, :iml not tho'moro 
dem and o f  extiavagau t cumpciiMtinn, whl li was naturally eunuch dcmuuiei- i 
h y tho com m ittee as a crim e, mul detenn ined  to be \v,.'rthv ot punishm ent 
Oliva, who had a ll ftloug advocated ids cause, and dufondutl ins character  
“  received with, equal surprise and indignation the m ciintroveriiblu p i0 .»is 
«  offered o f Ilia iruilt. V low ur: him as a public enem y, lax considered a* ho 
“ stated at the period, and publicly avowed afterw ards, every  artitke tl,a t 
«  could deceera him  to be not only deicnsdde, but ju st and proper.-' l ii r • 
muv t>e a  difference of opinion, on this subject, and it would lu u e been m ,n» 
lo r  the e r t i t  m the Euro-,’* j « e liar uc tar, Unit how ever treacherously v xtoru-d. 
tho promise should have ’ ton  performed, Uto mom y should havu Ixvn f  uei • 
but there n.ui ho. no doubt. that in  eider to p r e  late with .in lieu the ■•ouUm-t 
ot Clive and the Com mittee, the circum stance of Um ietmnd's m enac'd  tre thou 
Blumui not bo kept out ot sight. As tu Utc reputed effects ot 'a., ulsiq point-
m em  upon his intellects and life, there is e .... p r . a - n  to biubt th e ir , w .ir.
renc»- lor in the m onth of A ugust lollow lug, ( live recomm ends lUoi to tho  
atom CoouniUco oi thu C..«rt ol D ire cw n . «• " * l*i m*  ; »!>.:•!« of r«„* riI1.
“  m m t  n r v lc c i, w r f, A ^ n t o a ,  not w holly B> l a  O lnaidM ." S u  L ife of o i l ,  jr
c So.—v,'. ' ■ ■

• A^^tM ODATlON WITH GOVERNOR OF BAHAK. ^  J  .
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BOOK TYexasperated at the fatigue they had to endure, behaved 
cnAr. iv. mutinously on the way. Before they reached Patna the 

_ French had arrived; and, to obviate disputes, had been 
sen* forward by Ramnarain into the territory of the Sub- 
ahdar of Oude, with whom he had begun to negotiate an 
alliance. Major Coote was at first instructed to endeavour 
by intrigue and by force to wrest the government from 
Ramnarain: but while he was meditating the execution of 
these orders, he received further instructions which led to 
an accommodation and he returned to Moorshedabad on 
the 13th of September. Tho detachment which ho had 
conducted was stationed at Cossimbuzar, near Moorsheda
bad ; the rest of the army was sent into quarters at 
Chandernagor, as a more healthy situation than the seat 
of the Presidency; and on tho day after the arrival of 
Major Coote, Colonel Olivo left Moorshedabad and returned 
to Calcutta.2

CHAPTER IV.
Renewal o f the War with, the French in the Carnatic.—

Arrival o f Rally.— French power superior to the English. 
— English power superior to the French.— Pondicherry 
taken.— And, the French driven out o f the Carnatic. J

W H E N  the English detachment for tho recovery of Cal- 
' '  eutta, and the French detachment for the relief of 

Eussy, left the Carnatic, the contending parties wore so 
*lr diminished in force as to meditate quietness and for- 
cnrancc ; the English, till tho troops which they had sent 

to Bengal should return; tho French, till tho armament 
should arrive which, they expected from Europe. In the 
mean time it was felt by the English as a grievous mis-

1 Hnmnaraiu wan avow edly n .‘ abject o f the Snbalidur o f Bengal and B ehar. 
lirj conduct w;i:t cquivocul, and it w as necessary lu  com pel him to sub- 

nlra o f his governm ent. A s soon as ho saw that M ecr 
wa*< resolutely supported by the K nglisli. lie satisfied Clive o f hla Li big- 

V' *-• from b ’I tiea  • nab!<: intentions, am i there was no longer any m otive for  
b n  r e m o \ W .

* *'he i in-.'f authorities whic h have been followed for th is series o f ir m s-  
In Bengal, have been tho .Seer Mutaklmreen, 1. 2% —772; tho 1 ir«t 

, '“'rt ir .m tho Cunmntt o on  the Nature, Stole, and Comlitii n of tin- Hast 
<-"uipmiy, in 1772, w h kh  is fu ! f  viirl'-im Information , (Mine's War iii 

, " ,• i ’ll.; i ul the tracts published by the various actors in the K uno.
w-rafton, W atts, & c.

• e0i*\



their Nabob Mohaipmed A li was now BOOK IV.
r e A  i m *'ival iu the Carnatic>its P e n a r y  produce was c h a t . iv. 

markaUy amaU.1 The governors of forts and districts, -----------
a1I« mmdarS) Pol)’Sarsi and renters- employed, as usual, 1757.

1 Ul01r means of artifico and foroo to withhold their pav- 
ments; and the rabble employed by Mohammed Ali i s  
soldiers, ill paid and weakly governed, were found alto
gether inadequate to the establishment of an efficient 
authority in the province. The notion which was early 
entertained of the great pecuniary supplies capable Jf 
being drawn from Madura and TiniveUy, appears still to 
have maintained a determining influence iu the councils 
of Madras; and notwithstanding the general resolution to 
remam inactive Captain CaUiaud, the commanding officer 
at Trichmopoly, before the end of the year 1756, received 
mstructmns to renew his attempts for the reduction of

K ng^ tT m iln110? '  1 “ A  h°Pe ° f upon theg Tanjore to afford some assistance—a hope which
d W e d ’l h° t00k, C.a,re t0, d*saPPoint— Captain Calliaud 
directed his march through Tanjore, and crossing Mara-
him Z 7eA mj T f ly’r tr0°Pa accompai.iod im, joined to the body of Sepoys who had remained in

country, and the troops of the Polygars who had

s r i j f s  * * * * . ! * “ ••
money • ami t pr0Ceed t0 action for 'vailt of 
but an ’insieml T  “ *rtionB of Calliaud produced but an nsigmbcant supply. Intelligence that the rchel-
hous poljgMs wore treating with the Uynorwua Who had 
a station at the i.»rt of llimligul, presented in strong 
colours the necessity of expedition ; vet ho was unable to 
leave TiniveUy before tlio 10th of April, when he marched 
to attack Madura with 180 Europeans, 2500 Sepoys, six 
fleld-pieces, aud 500 horse. Upon arriving at the town ho 
found it a place of much greater strength than ho hod 
been led to suppose ; and, without battering cannon, not, 
easy, if possible to be reduced. He planned an effort to 
take it by surprise. The first ladders wore planted ; and 
Calliaud himself, with twenty men, had got into the 
fausse-bray, when the guard within received the alarm, 
and they were obliged to retreat. Two companies of

’ It > 11 a real evil to tho pjvemment, that the revonuoi voro withhold bv 
refractwy tributaries and contumacious dependants.—W. *

V . STATE OF THE CARNATIC. * • \  |i!)
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Nŝ !£^IfrpF;Sepoys were soon after despatched to bring pieces of bat- 
ohat. iv. tering artillery from Trichinopoly; and Calliaud had com-
•----------  menced an intrigue with some of the jematdars, or captains

1757. 0f the enemy’s troops, when he received intelligence that 
the French had arrived at Trichinopoly.

During these efforts to obtain possession of the revenues 
of Madura and Tinivelly, similar efforts had been under
taken in other parts of the province. A brother of the 
Nabob, by name Nujoeb Oolla, who was Governor of 
Nelore and its district, situated in the northern quarter of 
the Carnatic, evaded or refused payment of the sums de
manded of h im ; and the Nabob, who possessed not the 
means of coercion, was urgent with the English to perform 
it in his stead. The rupture between the two brothers 
took place towards the end of February, and it was the 
1st of April before tho English troops were ready to 
march. By tho end of the month they had erected bat
teries against tho fort; on the 2d of May a breach was 
effected, which they deemed practicable ; and a storm was 
attempted tho nest morning. But tho English were re
pulsed [from tho breach, nor was it  deemed expedient to 
renew the attack till more battering-cannon should bo 
rur.uivod from Madras. In tho mean time tho detachment 
received orders to return to tho Presidency with all ex
pedition.

Tho Government of Pondicherry, notw ithstanding the 
pacific policy inculcated by the recall of Dupleix, and t.ho 
commands which they had received to abstain from all 
operations of hazard till the arrival of the forces which 
they expected from Europe, determined, whon they saw 
the English so largely at work, aud their small force sepa
rated to such a distance ns Tinivelly and Nelore, to avail 
themselves of an opportunity which good fortimo seemed 
to present. They took tho field on the Oth of April; but, 
to cover tlioir designs, with only a small number of troops, 
aud for an objeot of minor importance. By forced marches 
they appeared before Eilavanasoro on the loth, a fort 
possessed by a chief who had hitherto refused to acknow
ledge - Knrti-b <.>r It - F lougIi Nabob. In a sally,
in which ho tlirew the French army into great jeopardy, 
ho received a mortal wound, of which ho died in a low 

v aud till} garrison, dliliuj; thu bight, avueuuUJ Uia

(f(W)i) Gt\*\dUm J -J HISTORY OF BRITISH INDIA. |  j
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French, after tluB acquisition, marched in the B 03K.iV- 
^-^SMBon leading to the territory of some polygons with chat. iv-

’''hom they had disputes; and Captain Calliaud'received a -------- -
letter from the Madras Presidency, on the very day on 17:’r- 
which ho attempted to surprise Madura, that from the late 
intelligence received of the motions of the French, no 
design on their part was apprehended against Trichino
poly.' The season for the arrival of the English troop3 
from Bengal was elapsed ; and it was impossible now that 
any should return before September. The French, there
fore, suddenly barring their garrisons ; leaving in Pondi
cherry itself none hut invalids; and enrolling the European 
inhabitants to man the walls, despatched every soldier to 
the field ; and the army took post before Trichinopoly on 
the 14th of May. The garrison, deprived of the troops 
which had marched to Madura, were insufficient to guard 
the walls; and they had 500 French prisoners in the fort.
Calliaud received intelligence before Madura of the immi
nent danger of Trichinopoly, at threo o'clock in the after
noon of the 2 1 st; at six he was on his march ; on the 

at day-break, ho halted nineteen miles from Trichino- 
P°ly. An army five times as great as his watched his 
approach, and guarded every avenue by which it  was sup
posed he could enter the fort. On 6ne side of the town 
wai, a urge plain, about seven miles in extent, consisting 

ricu- ie da covered with water, which the Fro nob dooraa ! 
impassable. Calliaud continued Ida march, an if  lio in
tended to err or by one of the ordinary edet,. (ill n igh t; 
when he suddenly took another direct lo r e  and arrived at 
the margin of the rico-fielde about ten o'clock. Tito fatigue 
of marching through the rioe-fields up to the knees in 
mud, after forced m&rct se of several days, was excosBive.
At day-break, however, the main body of the detachment 
reached the fort, and were received with that ardent wol- 
comc by its inmates, which the greatness of the danger, » 
and the exertions which the detachment had made to 
save it, naturally inspire.! The French commander 
astonished at the news of their entranoe, and now dcsp&ir- 

. ing of suocosa, marched away for Poadiuhorry the following 
duy.!

l  y l m i f -1*’1 fM lItrW frt W.r In Tn.lm vp. IIT IM j Will,,,. JJ,,
torUM SkrtoJie* of the $nnth i*f mmHr, VP-Mt, fJJl.
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Intelligence of the march of the French against Trichi' 
chap. iv. nopoly, and of the repulses sustained b y  their own troops,
— — — in the two assaults upon Madura and Nelore, reached the 

1757. presidency of Madras at nearly the same time. They re
called immediately the detachment from Nelore ; sent as 
many troops as possible into the field; and were uncertain 
whether, to relieve Trichinopoly, they should recall the 
French to the defence of their own settlements, or march 
to attack them before the place ; when the welcome news 
arrived of the fact and consequences of Calliaud’s return.
To possess and garrison the forts which were scattered 
over the country, and which, by commanding the adjacent 
districts, afforded the only chance of revenue, was a prin
cipal object of desire to both contending parties. Several 
transactions took place about this time, relating to places 
of minor importance; but Wandewash was a fortress to 
the reduction of which peculiar value was attached. The 
Governor of Wandewash had paid no revenue since 1752 ; 
he had perpetually favoured the French, -who from that 
station had been enabled to make incursions into every 
part of the province ; it not only afforded a largo revenue, 
it  was also a barrier to the surrounding districts. In hopes 
that it might bo taken before the French army could 
arrive from Trichinopoly to its relief, the English com
mander sent to the attack was ordered to push his opera
tions with tho greatest vigour. He got possession of the 
town, which was contiguous to the fort, after a slight 
resistance. The French, however, were now hastening to 
its relief; and Colonel Aldercron, whose march had not 
displayed any wonderful despatch, thought it prudent to 
renounce the enterprise before they arrived. At his de
parture ho act fire to the defenceless town: though no 
peculiar circumstance is alleged to justify an act so cruel 
to tho innocent inhabitants.

Tho English Presidency, to whom the Nabobship of 
Arcot continued as yet but little productive, were strait
ened in their treasury. Anxious therefore to diminish 
expense, they gave directions, upon hearing that the army 
bad retired from Wandewash, for its proceeding imme
diately to the Presidency. Unhappily the enemy wore in 
fbe li< Id, of which they wore thus left entirely the masters; 
•**d i hoy performed a successful incursion, as far as Conjo-

(if •  )ij (CT
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they burned the town, to revenge the out- BOOK IT. 
"tp-Committed upon Wandewash. The Presidency, now chap, rv.
aware of their blunder, ordered back the army into the ----------
held. The two armies were nearly equal. The English 1757. 
ottered battle ; but the French kept within their intrench- 
nients. The English, after remaining in their presence 
lor some weeks, retired again at the end of July, and 
marched to the several stations from which they had'been 
drawn. The French were no sooner masters of the field 
than they renewed their incursions, collected the revenues’ 
and loviud contributions in several districts. ’

A pressure was now sustained of another description.
The Mahratta general Balajee Row had paid a visit of ex
action to the kingdom of Mysore the preceding season- 
and, upon marching back to his own country, before the
T o  aft ^ ralDa’ °ft “ officer with a llu'g« detachment, 

mtervening forts> made himself master of one of the passes into the Carnatic, about sixty 
miles north-west from the city of Arcot, and sent a pe- 
iciuptory demand of the chout for the whole nahobship. 
the city of Arcot was thrown into the utmost alarm ; the 
Nabob dreaded the incursion of Mahratta parties into the 
'erv town ; and accepted tho invitation of the English to
the c ,onf .m'!y.t0 ' , Th° Mah“ ttes Pretended that
rupee, a v e^  ’’T*1 ,6,eUl.Bd X  Nizam al Mulk, at 600,000
Tried inonolv 5 ^  tlurda for th0 fhmatio, and one for 1 ulniiopoly and the southern dependencies. Of this they
asserted that six years w ee  duo; and .presented thoir 
demand, in  the w hole, a t  -1 000,000 o f  rup ees. T h e  Nabob 
who know the weakness of his physical, if  not of his intel
lectual resources, was glad to negotiate. After much dis
cussion, the Mahratta agent, consented to accept of 200 000 
rupees, in ready money, and the Nabob’s draughts upon 
the governors of forts and polygars for 260,000 more. To 
these torms the Nabob agreed; but he required that tho 
money should be found by the English, and should bo 
furnished out of the revenues which ho had assigned to 
them for tho expenses ot the war. At this time the 
English might havo obtained important assistance against 
tho Mahrattaa. Morari Row, uud the Patau Nabobs of 
Savanore, Canoul, Caudanore, and Cudapa, who, since the 
assassination of Nazir Jung, had maiutainod a sort of

r. \  <j||» /  WMWCH FORCE CONJEVERAM. V S k ll
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\f%toCff&pi- independence, offered their alliance. But the English 
^"~emtvTrv. could sparo no troops, and were as much afraid to admit 

----------- such allies into the province as the Mahrattas themselves.
1757. After as much delay and evasion ns possible, they were 

induced, notwithstanding the danger of the precedent, in 
fear of greater evils, to comply with the demand.

During all this period, the attention of the Presidency of 
Madras* may bo considered as chiefly divided between two 
objects; the French in tho Carnatic, and the Polygars of 
Madura and Tiniveliy. When ( 'alliaud was obliged to 
march from Madura for the defence of Trichinopoly, ho 
left about sixty Europeans, and upwards of 1000 Sepoys, 
who were not inactive ; and, as soon as he was convinced 
that no further danger was to be apprehended from tho 
French, he despatched a reinforcement from Trichinopoly. 
In compliance with the recommendation of the Presidency 
Clalliaud himself, with as groat n portion of the troops 
from Trichinopoly as it  was safe to withdraw, marched on 
the hath of June, and arrived at Madura on the 3rd 0f  
July. Having effected a breach on the 10th, ho resolved, 
to storm. Ho was repulsed with great lose. For some 
days the operations of the besiegers were retarded by the 
siokmws of their loodor. Tho admission of supplies into 
the town was now, however, cut off; and the negotiations 
for its surrender wore renewed. After some time was 
spent in bargaining about the price, Calliaud, on the 8th 
of August, on paymont of 170,000 rupees, was received 
into the town.

On the 8th of September a French fleet of twelve ships 
anchored in Pondicherry road; but, after landing about a 
thousand men, it again set sail for Mauritius. This was 
not the grand armament which tho government of Pondi
cherry expected; and, till the aiTival of v. inch, all opera
tions of magnitude were to Do deferred. Tho army, how- 
evor, which had boon scouring tho country, was still in its 
camp at Wandewosh. It war now strongly reinfom d by 
tho troop* newly arrived ; and morchod against the fort of 
Chittnpot. Tho Nabob, Mohammed Ali, had a personal 
lie like to tho Governor of OUittapet, and had infused into 
Hie English sue pioions of hi" iidelity, which imprudently 
dinm ii: hed the efforts ncc ary for his support. Ho full, 
di totaliaghis fort to tho Iasi, extremity; and thus another



plot5,:of̂ eonsiderabIg importance was gained by the French. BOOK IV.
■y °m Chittapet they marched to Trincorualeo, which was c h a p , jv,
abandoned by the Governor and garrison, upon their ap- ______ .-
proach. After this they divided theinselveH into several 1757. 
detachments; and before the Cth of November, when 
they woro recalled, they had reduced eight forts’ in the 
neighbourhood of Chittapet, Trincomalco, and Gingce; 
and established collectors in tlie dependent districts.

On the news of the arrival of the French licet, Captain 
Calliaud returned to Trichinopoly, with all the Europeans, 
and was soon after followed by the Sepoys, who, however 
went back as soon as it appeared that Trichinopoly was not 
in danger. The Mysoreans, who had been long expected 
to the assistance of the confederate Polygars, arrived in 
tho month of November, took the fort of Sholavenden, 
and plundered to the walls of Madura, under which they 
remained for several days. They allowed themselves, how
ever, to be attacked in a narrow pass, by tho commander 
of the British Sepoys, and suffered a severe defeat. In tho 
mean time Captain Calliaud, under tho safeguard of a 
passport from Pondicherry, repaired in person to tho Pre
sidency, to represent the stato of tho southern dependen
cies, for the reduction of which so many useless efforts 
had been made; aud doclared his opinion that the settle
ment of tile country could not bo achievod, or a revenue 
drawn from it, without a greater force, or tho removal of 
Mupturn Khan. It was agreed with tho Nabob that an 
annual income, adequate to his muintennnue should] bo 
offered to this his elder brother, provided ho would quit 
tho province und disband liia troops. Maphus Khan, how- 
over, would listen to no terms importing loss than tho 
government of the whole country; and the confederates 
continued in formidable force.

Though after the recall of tho French troops in Novem
ber, no army was in the held; the garrisons left in tho 
several forts continue l to make incursions one upon 
another, and mutually ravaged the unhappy country. As 
thoso operations, “being always levelled at defenceless 
villages, carried,” says Mr. Orme, “ the roproaoh of rob
bery, more than tho reputation of war;" each side, too, 
liming by them more than it gained; tlie 1- ronch officer at 
^auduwash proposed a conference, for the purpose of

VuL m. L
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\5US3KrTV. ending this wretched species of warfare ; and an English 
c h a p . iv . officer was authorized to conclude an agreement. The 
——--— gov emments of Madras and Pondicherry were both now 

l 757- disposed to suspend their efforts — the French, till the 
arrival of the forces which they boasted wero to render 
them irresistible in the Carnatic-—the English, that they 
might husband their resources for the danger with which 
they wero threatened. In this situation they continued 
till the i!8th of April, when a French squadron of twelve 
sail arrived in the road of Fort St. David.

.Upon the breaking out of the war between France and 
England in 1756, the French ministry resolved ter strike 
an important blow in India. The Count de Lally, a membor 
of one of those Irish families, which had transported 
themselves into Franco along with James II., was ap
pointed Connnmider-in-Chief of all the French forces in 
India. He had distinguished himself in the battle of 
Fontenoy, -whero bo took several English officers with his 
own baud, and received the rank of Colonel from the King 
upon the held of battle: it  was ho who proposed the 
daring plan of landing in England with 10,000 men, while 
the Prince, Charles Edward, was trying his fortune for a 
crown in another part of the island: and his hatred 
..f the English, and bis reputation for courage, now pointed 
bim out as the fittest person to crush the pretensions of 
that nation on the coast of Coromandel. Ho was accom
panied by his own regiment of Irish, 1080 strong; by fifty 
of the royal artillery, and a great number of officers of 
distinction. They left the port of Brest on the Ith of 
May, 1757, when a malignant fever raged in the town), of 
which they carriod the infection ;dong with them. No 
fewer than 300 persoas died in the fleet beforo they reachod 
Rio Janeiro, where they remained for two months, and 
after all, departed with a residue of the sickness onboard,
At Mauritius they were joined by a part of tlio ships 
which had landed tho troops at Pondicherry in the pre
ceding year: and, after a tedious voyage, made the roast 
of Coromandel on tho 20th of April, 1768.

Tho court of Ycrrsuillcs anticipate 1 nothing but triumphs 
from I hi plondid armament: and the presumption of 
tally well assorted with that of his government. It was 
l'V’ou laid down in tho instructions of the ministers, that

f(W l (fiT i
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to !-'.ui;; i, l commence his operations with tho siege of Fort BOOK IV.
*>t. David. For this purpose, before communicating with chap. iv.
the land, ho made the fleet anchor at the plaeo of attack. ----------
He proceeded with two of the vessels to Pondicherry, l'o8.
"hero he arrived a*, five in tho afternoon;1 and before tho 
Right closed ho had 1000 Europeans, and as many Sopors 
on their march to Fort St. David. In military operations’ 
notwithstanding tho importance of despatch, something 
nioro than despatch is necessary. The troops marched 

ithout provisions, and with unskilful guides, who led 
them astray, and brought them to Fort St. David at seven 
o’clock in tho morning, worn out with hunger and fatigue.3 
This gave them a motivo and an apology for commencing 
a system of plunder and insubordination, from which they 
could not easily be reoalled.

These troops had scarcely arrived at Fort St. David, 
when the ships in tho road descried the English fleet 
making way from the south. Mr. Pococko, with the ships 
of war from Bengal, laid arrived at Madras «  11m a lih o f  
iebrii&ry; on the 2 4th of the following month a squadron 
of fivo ships from Bombay had arrived under Admiral 
Wtovons; and on the 17th of April, the whole sailed to the 
southward, looking out for the French. Having in ten 
days worked as high to the windward as tho head of 

cy stood in again for the coast, which they mad©, 
oli NegApatnam, on the 28th, and proceeding along shore, 
discovered tho French lie el, at nine tho m - v t  i n o m i i n . . 
tiding nflur Oaddalor*. Ths Ffenoh imm< 
and b tsedown towards Pondicherry throwing out signals 
to recall tho two ship* which hud sailed will) bally; and

■

mous for the two ships not being answered, the French
i n c  h im self com plains that little  i reparation was m«do to co-operate w ith  

him  Amunir the proofs of corelcsv *s, one wa that h# waa mlutrd with 11 vo 
diA -harc's of cannon, loaded with boll, "f * Jm h three pur-c-l the hip through  
nml iliruutch, ami the two Others d luny.d the M cmoirc i»t>ur l.a lly ,

 ̂ '^1 ally com plains, and with i.f»d « M o n . of tho denlnrablo Ijjnnrnr.ir of tha 
V h'n.li Governor .uul Connell. Tfic> c u i l l  iv.t tell him  \ U  immnit o f the  
K uaiuii f.-n-oaon the coast nor w hether < udd.ilort* w*s ■nuiomi.!. ,1 w ith a 
d r y \ . , u  or a ram part: nor w hether tho* ; " n  m ; m e r  to i*oss betw een  

■ . - 1
S CiuUlai'iro liccituMJ there was nol a  man m I »n<IU berry who could te ll hiui 

%t it was oV  n on the sMe n ett the se a ; lhat ho wn unable to And tw en ty , 
y*»»r |10,ir, ’ ..ruvi-ions at l\.n d i h err y ; end that the Governor, who promi <>d 

'  " ” ..r i a iK/rthm to him on the road, broke his word ; w h ew *  tl»e troop* 
l*  o dnvB without food, and some of them  died. Ibid. 40, 41.

[l( W)\ (fll
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X ; .BOOS/H . fleet stood out to sea, and formed the lino of battle. The 

c h a t , iv. French consisted of nine sail, the English only of seven, 
1758 The battle was indecisive; the loss of a few men, with somo 

damage to the ships, being only the result.1 Both fleets 
fell considerably to leeward during the engagement; and 
the French were six days in working up to the road of 
Pondicherry, where the troops were landed. Lally himself 
had some days before proceeded to Fort St. David 
with the whole force of Pondicherry, and the troops from 
the fleet were sent after him, as fast as they came ou 
shore.

The English were thrown into the greatest alarm. So 
much was the power of the enemy now superior to their 
own, that they scarcely anticipated any other result, than 
their expulsion from the country ; and had Dupleix been 
still the guide and conductor of the enemy’s affairs, it  is 
more than probable that their most gloomy apprehensions 
would have been realized.2 Not only had an overwhelming 
addition been made to a force, against which they had 
previously found it difficult to maintain themselves • but 
in the meantime, Bussy, in the northern parts of the’Dcc- 
can, had obtained the most important advantages and 
brought upon the English the heaviest disasters. After 
the brilliant exploit of 1756, when he defended himself at 
Hyderabad against the whole power of tho Subahdar, and 
imposed his own terms upon his enemies, he had’pro
ceeded to the Northern Circars, where his presence was 
necessary, to collect the revenues, and, by an adjustment 
of the government, to provide for tho futui'e regularity of 
their payment. He began his march on tho 16th of No- 

-ber of that year, with 500 Europeans and 4000 Sepoys 5 
leaving only a small detachment to attend to tho person 
of tho Subahdar.* In accomplishing his progress through

1 A  French ship w as driven on shore, and obliged to ho abandoned; bat Hits 
lY.n (.wing to  an accident after the battle.

- I.ord Cllre h in u elf said, In his evidence before tho (’oim nltteo. in 177?:
“  M i. L ally arrhed with a force a? threatened not only the dnutnicHou of a ll 
tl i tcnnr.l there, but of all the Hast India Company**, jm- v v .l  i m d  
nothin* saved Madr.i:, from sharing the fate of fo r t  St. David, at that tim e , 
lint tli* ir want of m oney, w hich gave tim e for strengthening and reinforcing' 
th e plate."  Report, ut tnprn.

• Ornir (it. 103) say a liv left 100 I'.uropcan.n and toot) S<’l \v . "Wilks 
( l l i ’-tor. .'kctvlkM. p. 3W7) iy  1 .<• loft 200 Ktiropeans nn.l MiO Svpo\ s. O nne  
ai;uiu ■ Ibid, p 3G1) speaha of the detachm ent us anise.'.m g of 200 K urcr.ans  
«ud f»oo Sepoys,
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he encountered no considerable resistance. BOOK IV,

tremH0lygai',0f Bobileo defended his fort to the last ex- chap. iv.
mity ; and exhibited the customary spectacle of Hindu _______

desperation, the fortress in flumes, and the peoplo in m i- 1758. 
rison butchered by their own hands. But ho was excited 
to this desperation by the command to exchange the 
government of liis present for that of another district on 
account of the annoyanco he gave to a neighbouring chief 
from whom Bussy had received a train of important serl 
vices. When Bussy lmd nearly completed the arrangement 
which he intended to make, he received, about the 1st of 
April, letters from Suraj-ad-dowla, inviting him, by the 
largest offers, to assist him in expelling tho English from 
Bengal. Bussy waited on his northern frontier, ready to 
march through Orissa into Bengal, as soon as he should 
receive satisfactory intelligence ; but, learning the capture 
of Chandernagor, and the imbecility of tho Subahdar, he 
changed his purpose, and proceeded to the attack of the 
English establishments within the Circars. There were 
three factories, on three different branches of the Goda- 
vory, m a district remarkable for the excellence uni 
cheapness of its cloths. They were places of no strength, 
aud surrendered on the first requisition. Vizagapatam, 
however, was ouo of tho places of greatest importance 
belonging to tho English in India. It was a fort, gar-
dieTou lvby ? Eur°I’eans- und 300 Sepoys ; but so injudiciously constructed, that the attempt to defend it w as  
unanimously determined to ho v a in .  The van o f  H u ss y 's  
array appeared before it on t h e  24th o f  Juno ; und a  
capitulation was concluded ; that all tho Europeans, both 
military and civil, should be regarded as prisoners, and all 
the effects of the Company .m prizo of war. The Sepoys, 
and other natives, Bussy allowed to go where thoy pleased; 
he also promised to respect the property of individuals.
“ And ho kept his word,” says Mr. Orme, “with the utmost 
liberality, resigning, wi ihout discussion, whatsoever pro
perty any one claimed us his own.”

During these transactions, however, a great revolution 
was preparing in the army of Snlabut Jung. Ho had two 
younger brothers, whom Bussy, acquainted with tho 
temper of Oriental governments, lmd advised the Su- 
t’alidar to provide with establishments, and every iudul-
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''' iBQOfrji’/gence suitablo to their rank, but from whom ho had ex- 
c h a t . iv. horted him carefully to withhold those governments and
— —----  places of power, which, in tho hands of the near relations

1758. 0f the prince, wero the cause of so many revolutions in
Lidia. This prudent course was pursued till tho period of 
tho alienation from Bussy of the mind of the Subahdar ; 
when that prince was easily persuaded, by his designing 
courtiors, to reverse the policy whioh the sagacity of 
Bussy had established. The oldest of the two brothers, 
Bassalut Jung, was appointed Governor of the strong fort 
and country of Adoni; and Nizam Ali, the youngest and 
most dangerous, was made Governor of Berar, the most 
extonsivo province of the Deccan, of which the Mahrattas 
now possessed tho principal part,

Towardsjthe end of tho year 1757, while a body of Mah- 
rattns insulted Aurangabad, whioh ivas then the residence 
of the Subahdar, a mutiny, under tho usual shape of 
clamour fur pay, wue excited in his army. The utmost 
alarm was afteotod by the Dowan, or minister, who took 
shelter in a strong fort. Tho Subahdar, without resources 
was driven to dismay: Niz&m Ali, who had acquired some 
reputation, and iutriguod successfully with thu troops, 
offered to interposo and allay the tumult, provided tho 
requisite powers, and among other things tho great seal of 
tho Kubah, were committed to bis hands : the requisition 
was obeyed: and Nizam Ali, leaving only the name of 
Subahdar to his brother, grasped the whole powers of tho 
state. With an affectation of indifference ho committed 
tho seal to his brother Bassalut Jung, hut under i ufliciont 
soourity that it would be used agreeably to his directions.1

Bussy recoived intoUigonco of these events in the be
ginning of January ; immediately began his march with 
tho whole of hie arm y; and by a road nover travelled 
before by European troops, arrived in twenty-one days at 
Aurangabad, a distance by tho perambulator of nearly

1 T here arc aomo Important dlfibrcuce* betw een Ornio'* account of th ree  
event*. ..uil ' t • i i»y ti i biojuMplmr o f S lu l Khan, tin "f
li'tui II I ot hjhibut Jun*:. Tin' liacontcnt w as real, n»<l tho d cM ii only saved 
1ii« ltio by n inpr to DowlataUol. Ilaf>.ilut « I w n a  oonrariind »' tn cd ls-  
lurl m. . t ut tho other brother, Nlsuiu A ll, not on tin* i ;"' old |MJ
b.!irt lii:’> hi ,*ii ; r h r tw o or three m onths. Tins ro«mli of bto Jumin-u win u*ai 
«b norlK'l lii the li f t .  Nixain AH was doclarul heir and n u ." ^ 1'  «>»'Mlnlmt 
J u n e , Mini ijsmh s'itC'1 with him  in the iom'l*mnent, reigrowit'K t',u veal ftutho- 

, *liy Catcuita M.n.failin', Lire. l

• e<W\
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X ^ 4 0Qjji3ea.i Jour separate armies were encamped about BOOK IV. 

tlio city; that of Nizam Ali from Berar; that of the Subah, chap. jt.
°f which Nizam Ali had now the command ; that of Bas- ----------
salut Jung from Adoui; and that of tho Mahrattas com- 1~58- 
uianded by Balajec Row. The presence of Bussy, with

handful of Europeans, imposed respect upon them all- 
and every eyo was fixed upon his movements. Ilia firat 
care was to restore tho authority of the .Subahdar, whom 
tho presence alone of the French detachment, which had 
vigilantly guarded Ids person, had probably saved from 
tho assassination whioh generally forms tho main ingre
dient of Indian revolutions.

Tho two In-others at first assumed a high tone ; and 
when obliged to part with tho seal, exhibited unusual 
marks of rage and indignation. Bussy clearly saw that 
the safety of tho Subahdar, and tho existence of tho pre
sent government, demanded the resumption of the power

' 1 had been intrusted to > but when
proposition of a large pension was made to him in lion of 

s governmout, he had the art. to interest his troops in 
his behalf, and Bussy found it necessary to temporise, 
lo  remove still further tho umbrage which he found wan 
guiuing ground at the uncontrollable authority with which 
a strum go r disposed .4' the powers of the Deccan, and of 

1C'i b°p181° \  £Cr°at Nizam id Mulk, he re-committcd tho
■'--i • .fate to BassaUit Jung, but under seouritioa whioh 
precluded any improper use.

fo  provide a permanent Moourity Cor bin pronominaliug 
influence in the government ol tho Sulmh, thorc wua 
wanting, besides tho distant provinces which yielded him 
tho necessary revenue, a place >jf strength near the scat 
of government, to render him independent of the sudden 
machinations of his enemies. Tho celebrated fortress of 
Dowlatabad, both from locality and strength, was admirably 
adapted to his views* It was at present in possession of 
the prime minister, the mortal foe ot Bussy, the chief 
actor in the late commotions, and the assured instrument 
of others in every hostile design. By a sum of money,
Bussy gained the Deputy Governor to admit him secretly 
with his troops into the fort: and this invaluable instru-

* Mr Ornv* states the days oil report m ere ly; hut wo m ay presumo il was 
bio U',i to formation which that careful historian could procure.



3&OK IV. ment of power was gained without the loss of a man. As  
«SAPr«C the utmost efforts, however, of the resentment of the | 

—  minister were now assured, Bussy secured the means of
108. rendering him a prisoner in the midst of the camp of the

Subahdar, at the very hour when he himself was received 
into the fort Dowlatabad. These events alarmed Nizam Ali 
into submission ; and an accommodation was effected, by 
which he agreed to divest himself of his government of 
Berar, and accept of Hyderabad in its stead. When hold
ing his court, to receive the compliments of the principal 
persons, before his departure for his new government, he 
was waited upon, among others, hy Ilyder Jung, the Do- 
wan of Bussy. This personage' was the son of a Governor 
of Masulipatam, who had been friendly to the French; 
and ho had attached himself to Bussy, since his first 
arrival at Colcoiula. Bussy was soon aware of his talents, 
aud discovered the great benefit lie might derive from 
them. He became a grand and dexterous instrument for 
unravelling the plots aud intrigues against which it was 
necessary for Bussy to bo incessantly on his guard ; and a 
no loss consummate agent in laying the trains which led 
to the accomplishment of Bussy’s designs. To give l,;m 
the greater weight with his countrymen, and more com
plete access to tko persons and the minds of the peoplj 
of consequents?, he obtained for him titles of nobility 
dignities, and riches ; and enabled him to hold his Durbar’ 
like the greatest chiefs. He was known to have been 
actively employed in tbe late masterly transactions of 
Bussy; and an occasion was chosen, on which a blow might 
bo struck, both at his life, and that of Salabut Jung. A  
duy was appointed by the Subahdar for paying his dovo- 
tion.s at tho tomb of his father, distant about twenty miles 
from Aurungabad ; and on the second day of his absence, 
Nizam Ali held his court. Ilyder Jung was received with 
marked respect; but, on some pretext, detained behind 
the rest of tho assembly, and asfiussinatcd. The first euro 
of Bussy, upon this now emergency, was to strengthen 
tho slender escort of Salabut Jung. The next was to 1

1 Tlir. original Dante was Alnl-al-Haliman, he was lukon whilst young to 
Jv-'it. licrry. nnU ourl.v iMU)>k; id  a*, nil im--ipn i. r  to lin \ \ \< .i lm.cjit, jn 

Ii o n - ,titv  1 r  i a n. .1 tlx  ooiilltl' n.o of that . Mac r. l.lfc ol Sluthn.avdzXlun.—W.
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person of tho late m inister;1 of whoso share BOOK Tv• 

ia  the -present perfidy he had no doubt, and whom he had chap. iv.
nitherto allowed to remain under a slight restraint in the ------■—
camp. That veteran intriguer, concluding that his lifo 1768'
■was in danger, excited his attendants to resist, and wa3 
slain in the scuffle. Struck with dismay, upon tho news 
°f this unexpected result, Nizam Ali abandoned tho camp 
in tho night, taking with him his solect cavalry alone ; and 
pursued his flight towards Boorhanpore, about 150 miles 
uorth from Aurangabad, with all the speed which the 
horses could endure. Thus was Bussy delivered from his 
two most formidable enemies, by the very stroke which 
they had aimed against h im ; and in this state of uncon
trollable power in the wide-extended government of the 
Deccan, was he placed, when tho arrival of Lolly produced 
au extraordinary chaugo in his views ; and ensured a new 
train of events in tho Subah.

The character of that new Governor was ill adapted to 
the circumstances in which he was appointed to act.
Ardent and impetuous, by the original structure of his 
ruind, his early success and distinction had rendered him 
vain and presumptuous.

With natural talents of considerable force, his know
ledge was scanty and superficial. Having never ex
perienced difficulties, ho never anticipated any. For him 
it  was enough to will the cud ; tho moans obtained an 
interior portion of his regard. Acquainted thoroughly 
with tho technical part of tbc m i l i t a r y  p r-u V  ■■ n, but
acquainted with nothing else, lie was totally unable to 
apply its principles in a now situation of things. Unac
quainted with tho character and manners of tho people 
among whom he was called upon to act; he was too ig
norant of the theory of war to know, that on tho manage-

1 Accovili-.ia to the Mazlr ol < 'irn. whence the birr-mi !,v of Shalinawan 
Kiwi. 1 derived, he Was l !M " .  111 COKtni. In> nt U r iwll Ua U eaclie, y Of
K vdcr Jung, who was plotting- u e  a n . t - i  N on .., Mi. who,,
1,C haul that prince the visit i the course r! w hich I,e .van nmr.l red. l > „  
th e  death of liy .ltr  June, the prince monnled his home end Hod, aw l In the  
o l in n  which these occurrences escited  wnonvst the French, some o f lnn ay-.
B  hastened to the idaco where the m inister w u  r o u t e d .  and k illed  
hoi, i , „ „  w ith  Id . voungest » » .  and another of v ,.s tm t J u n e ,  ch ief 
olllcers VMnln-'td-duwlah. 1 he native httt-.ru .. . . .  n . doubt. nd-led by W,

j a dices tn u e r lb lu g  to  the French commandant any share h o w e ve r in -  
dlr.h I h, the assassination of the den a n ; bnthadC llvo been implicated |„  , n.
"Inulur transaction* it Is very probable th » l Urn Lnglish historian w ould  lmv» 
tfiven a  very different account of It.—Ft *



y  V J  ' HISTORY OF BRITISH IKDIA. ' N  J

ment of his intellectual and moral instruments, the 
oiiAp iv. success of the general mainly depends.
---- ----- He began by what he conceived a very justifiable act of \

1758. authority; but which was in reality a cruel violation of 
the customs, the religion, and, in truth, the legal rights 
of the natives. As there was not at Pondicherry, of the 
persons of the lower castes, who are employed in the ser
vile occupations of the camp, a sufficient number to 
answer tho impatience of M. Lally, in forwarding the 
troops to Fort St. David, ho ordered the native inhabitants 
of the town to be pressed, and employed, without dis
tinction of caste, in carrying burdens, and performing 
whatover labour might be required. Tho terror and con
sternation created by suoh an act, was greater than if ho 
had sot fire to the town and butchered every man whom 
it contained. The consequence was, that tho natives were 
afraid to trust themselves in his power ; and I10 thus 
ensured a deficiency of attendants.1

The'feoblo bullocks of the country, and the smallness 
of the number which tho Govomor and Council of Pondi
cherry wero able to supply, but ill accorded with Lally’s 
ideas of a sufficiency of draught cattle. Tho v e r y  de
pressed state of tho treasury precluded the possibility of 
affording other facilities, the want of which his impatience 
rendered a galling disappointment. He vented his uneasi
ness in reproaches and complaints. He had carried out in 
his mind one of those wide and sweeping conclusions, 
which men of little experience and discrimination an a p t 
to form ; that his countrymen in India were universally 
rogues. And to tliis sentiment, that ignorance and avidity 
at home, which recalled Duploix, wove well caloidatod to

1 T h is ,a t least, is  stated by  th e Knciish historians, ancl b y  tho num erous 
• . i l l - -  •: . i'll *.>: n -I I.ally. In tiic nria-iual ct>ri' 'H’lt i 1 u • ■ •
no proof th at 1 can perceive. In ono o f Tally's letter*! (to h e  L.eyrit, 18th o f  
M ay), lie p n s iw  him  to prevail upon the inhabitants 01 Pondicherry, oy extra  
reward*, to lend their a*» «tancr This l.ioka not 1 ho a Rcnurol order 10  im- 
prt .v« tnc inhabitant*. Tho truth la, that ho h im self brings charge-1, which  
were too well f uml • !, o f opprenbrn oomnilUt d l*y others nj^utmt tin. natives.
In his let tor to 1 '« Leyrit. afith of May, 1769. he say*. “  J'apprcm l q»*« 'Ians 
votro <■'. , :1 ct ‘Ian . retro m tlltaire, il w  cim nact Urs vexatious via-ii-vi** •ici'jfvnB 
d r ray ou i Jes vloinncnt ct let? cm K-chcnt do you-, i.yvc !os fuurnllntt"’ nw’cs- 
!Wir,»>i’a la r uhsivtanv'- civ Tamau-." T ally tays. ^in his M^molre, V- lU- “ I *03 
innpl.i-i'“ Jv r .  iir l> t: V an x , pron-’f  par lc  Sicur dc Lc.vrlt, arri-toluit dea 
j*r .v 1*1 mi iptl arrive. r.t an ca iup .et cxn;c*-»c at dc 1'argent dr* n uli> ,p  *iir lour 
a«T'»plt*r la librrhf du paw»n,*e t'n  do ••«•*• hritiumU n\ o il eld prii cn flu rant 
»b>lii. on  avtrit saisl 2or lui an sac ptoln d’twpeccs ot de Juyatu cnluvee 
aux vny*on*i.”

■ g° p  I
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V ^M tecH iiin , The Directors had told him ;n their in- BOOK IV. 
struolions ; “ As the troubles in India havo boon the chap. iv.
source of fortunes, rapid and vast, to a great numl >er of --------- -
U1iiividuals, the same system always reigns at Pondicherry 17'r,i|' 
wliero those who have not yet mado their fortune hope to 
mako it by the samo moans ; and those who havo already

sipatud it hope to make it a second timo. The thorn- do 
Lully will havo an arduous task to eradicate that spirit of 
cupidity; but it would be ono of the most important ser
vice's which ho could render to the Company.” 1 Every 
want, therefore, which he experienced, every delay which 
occurred, he ascribed to tlio dishonesty and 'misconduct of 
the persons employed;* and had so little prudence as 
incessantly to declare those opinions in the most pointed 
and olionsivo terms which his language could supply.
111036 Proceedings rendered him in a short time odious to  
every class of men m tho colony ; precluded all cordial co
operation and ensured him every species of ill-office which 
it m s  safe to render. The animosity at last between him 
and his countrymen became rancour and rage; e ud the 
possibility of a tolerable management of the common 
concerns was utterly destroyed.

On tho 1st of May, Lolly himsolf arrived at Tort St.
“1 \\ ' 1111,1"'Lou joined by tbo troops from tho ships,

natu ° r U,°m h° Wd ,1ruwn lVom l >io »»tlio Car- 
1 ; ; :  according to Mr. Orrne, 2000 Europe,ms

l o'* olli'-urs, uiul about tho earno number of .'•>>-
poys, assembled lor tln» ultnok. T h o  gnrriuou c« ,<1 of 
IGUO natives, and Oil) liuropuiuu*. of whom oighty-threo 
■wore sick or infirm, and 250 wore seamen.4 Tho place

' U 6m . pour ta l ly ,  p . 2 ! . In tHt ir letter of the 2flih M anh. 1759, tfi-v  sbv 
*' VottS voutlrue bieu prendre on conoidi-ration VadmlnUtrntiun dos urtai'ros d» 
la  Compagnie, e t l’oritriue d ts  a i m  -Hint t u m i m  (put nous v vovons: I n 
volume nbto lu  nous paroit 1a pron.H r. lv c A c o r n e r . ’*—They add, *• N,ni,  
trouvons par-tout dcs preuves do U pro<%Rliu<iaplns outrde, et'du  p in *grand 
clesnrdre. ’

1 There Ls no doubt at all, tn h the neglect <t All preparation, tn onuM*» h im  
to  act with promptitude, u they had i v .n  exporting him at Pondicherry  
fur eigh t month*, w aacxtrai nnt* l1' ll,t> ,a 1 d*., v- c c.i)| able, i hurt v t \  
total wan: ot talent at this vine r. 1'- ’i d a h . . n -u tin . :!>uiv.a that tho 
expected arm ament was to do every tump, mid llt.it tho c who were thoro  
fetor* bod no oouaoton to  do o n jilitn g ; o lh e r w i* . w ith  tho groat superiority 
ot torco they had enjoyed since the arrival ot the 1 *oo Enrepeana, in tltc b o . 
giuminr of September, they might have pcrionnodactions of no trifling import* 
mice, mul have at least projiorod of the money and other thing* requisite 
fwc Uhi operations of Lolly.

J Urm0. l ally  ( Mem. 42) say*, “  II y avmt dans le 1 *irt do Saint David 
Bem vent iiuropdeus, ot envirou deux m i l le d  pay os. L es trau\x*3 du Com ic do



BQOKlt .h o ld  out till the 1st of June, when, having nearly expended 
eit.vr. lv. its ammunition, it yielded on capitulation. It was ex- 

1768 P?c . ^ave Taade a better defence ; and the English, 
historians have not spared the conduct of the command
ing ofhcer. He had courage and spirit in sufficient abun
dance ; but was not very rich in mental resources, or very 
accurate iu ascertaining the conduciveness of his means.
In consequence of instructions brought from France, Tally 
immediately issued orders for razing the fortifications to 
the ground. As soon as the fort capitulated, he sent a 
detachment against Dovi-Cotah, which the garrison im- 
mediately abandoned; and on the 7th of June, he re
turned with the army, in triumph, and sung Te Deum at 
I undicherry.

TUo English in foil expectation that tho next operation 
of La ly would be the siege of Madras, had culled iu the 
tio,.pj fromi att the forts in tho interior, except Trichi- 
nopoly ; and had oven debated whether they should not 
aamdou that city itself. All the troops from Tiuivelly 
and Madura wore ordered to return to Trichiuopoly, and 
together with tho garrison, to hold themselves in readiness 
tor any cmorgoncy.

Tlio great poverty, however, of the French exchequer 
and the inability, created or greatly enhanced by the un
popular proceedings of Lally, of supplying its deficiencies 
by credit, cramped his operations, and sharpened the 
asperities of Ins temper. He had written from Fort St.
7 ;lV1< ®overnor of Pondicherry, in the following
erma . -This letter shall bo an eternal secrot between 

}ou, .Sir, and me, if  you afford mo tho means of accom- 
l -i liing my enterprise. 1 left you 100,000 livree of my 
Own money to aid you iu providing tho ftmda which it 
lcqum-H. J found not, upon my arrival, in your purse, 
and m that of your wholo council, tho resource of 100 
pence. Fou, ue well as they, havo refused me the support 
(,f your credit. Yet I imagine you are all of you more

I-.a.y ( m;* loient pii w ire  rt’iita Karopdons, *»-* rents nolrn, t*n t cav il' rle
•

4 ,.. 11 ‘" n it perdu iu>trf-vlnirt*qnntre hnn w u n . ci. q n | on n'u\ - 1» ''-..ind
f; ■ ' iMpqiicimMU II I W i  I-I.erry. qu* q u.irum -.:iUn  lu 'u r  •« do n  po«,
Ik- . , ' , /  ' ’ " r '» a do h»l fountIr deux p: |.i H." It is ut least t" I* n  imun- 
«uui . ,, '" •icii.cu t «>• facta v. i 1'iAilu iu the luce of i..iJly'» iiurneruus

"it». r oiiijiuu, .

)  ■) HISTORY OF BRITISH INDIA. j
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l 5. 'y  ^  j ! )  PLANS OF LALLY.
the Company than 1 am. I f  yOU continue to BOOIv Iv7 

^^^verthe in want of everything, and exposed to contend c h a p . iv.
"xvith universal disaffection, not only shall I inform the --------
King and the Company of the warm zeal which their 
servants here display for their interest, but I shall take 
effectual measures for not depending, during the short 
stay I wish to make in this country, on the party spirit 
and the personal views with which I perceive that every 
member appears occupied, to the total hazard of the Com
pany.” 1

Dospairiug of funds from any other source, he resolved 
to devote to this object the next operations of the war.* 
l ie  at the same timo recalled Bussy, against whose cha
racter ho fostered the strongest prejudices, and the im
portance of whose transactions under the Subahdar he 
treated a3 interested pretence and imposture.

Two plans presented themselves for the supply'of his 
wants. All the western and northern districts of the 
Nabobship, evacuated by the English, lay open to his in
cursions, and in the rents which might bo collected offered 
a certain resource. But the collection of rents was a 
tedious operation, and the expected produce a scanty 
supply. The King of Tanjore, when pressed in 1751 by 
Chunda Saheb and the French, had, among his other 
eltorts to procrastinate and evade, given his bond, which 
still remained at Pondicherry, for 5,GOO,000 rupees. This 
sum, could it only be extorted from him, was u 1ai$ g uwl 
present i ■ outgo ; and in I
been found the pretender to tho throne of Tanjoro, who

i Memuiru, u t supra, Piceoa J u B th lc u tiv , p . 3' . De T.eyrit dcfrmled liim-
lf  bv inserting the want of m ea n s; “ Jc v iv .  r- udrai couij.te." any* he, “ tie 

inn couduitc, ct lie lu disetto de fends dans laquc-Ue utim 'a 1 n 1 s d e p u i s  deux  
fill, et ie  ornipto votes fains voir qtte J'at fait a tales Affords i.lus qu’on tic 
1 n o it  attendee do moi. Mes resw urocs »onl mijourd'lmi cp u i- l- . c t n< us n o n  
aeons ulus h attemlre quo d’un sncctsi. Oil ct. ironverola-je do aulllsantca dims 
In, cuv* (M ud liar quinze ans do guerre, pear fourttir nus ddpttM e coneldd- 
‘  ... : votre armeo et auxbeio insd'unc tdio. par kquello  n on . u tter  liana
i t ,”,, des esnfeeci de sccours, ot qul so troure an cnutralrc denude da tout ?'■
Z l  v o  lit J.ctt. du Sicur Do L ejr it au Comte do Lully, 34tli M ay. I7fi8.
Lallyu however, asserts that ho had received tw o m illions uf  litre s  by tho

“ i* ™ ? a tie u S V s  tlirf uecouiit o f the Kngllsli historians. L illy  Lint-elf 
t h ,U  w «  w » oVn da sign toprooeed dieted,- from 1 ort St ! ..v l.l Madras t 
hut the commander u  tho fleet a b so lu te ly refute, 1 to eo-opt-ratc W ith lu u ,.
is u t U g o  upon a  crul. 0  to  the south, for th. purpose o ».ter ep t,.. : 
vessels  aa might arrlvt tram I '■ ,,uld 'm h  him th e d - u j u n e m
V I,’ i, £ l l y  L d  put on board to prevail upon lum to trust hhnsclf again at 
ecu utter mo first engagem ent. Mem. p. 67.
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Br!<'*  l!'"' 7° ^ !*  n°W eniPl°yed as an instrument to frighten the 
cnxr.IV. Rajah into‘ Compliance. Tlie expedition against Taniore

l7fiH J®?, a°0£®dlngly undertaken; and on the 18th of June 
' Rally took the field.i

I lorn the terror of the natives, the alienation of tko 
■uiopaaans, and the want of money, the equipment of the 

expedition, in attendants, draught cattle, and even provi
sions and ammunition, was in the highest degree defective. 
4ll„.scvun ^a3'8 the army arrived at Carical, not without 
su bring, at this early stage, both from fatigue and from 
hunger.- A t this place Lolly was mot by a mossenger 
from the King, who was desirous to treat. Dally under
stood that some of Ins predecessors had boon duped into 
Talm it10 Ttlay’ 1’? th,Cf rtf1ul nogooiations of tho King of 
oouduot directly the reverse ] r,, u.fdom, by a
town accounted rich S  fotu X  *
Negepatnum; but the merchants had tm,. . 't0 ° f 
most valuable ufloots, end tho acquisition l i  i * ,,,,r

celebrated Pagoda, which eoatera euggeM ton  roproaontod 
, darning enormous riches, the accumulated offer 

of the piety „f ages: hud it been plundered by a M, 
rncilau conqueror, and the tmimaction recorded 1, P

no treasures were found, and the idols, instead of 
u  re only of brass. Six unhappy Brahmens lingered about 

1 be camp, in hopes, it is probable, of recovering some of 
! 'cl"vcJ diMiiitSua The suspicions of Belly took 
twin lor spies ; liia violcnco and precipitation took his

h l i l - 'm , - , ? ’" - 1* " Uil r‘, | r m  1,0 P****tlH»ticl n .e  M esr o f  .........................., . J , 441 i»T narrw ut persu tom n. »*f i tJm vro. <. *n.l th e .!, .„u  i .v iu r
in  m ifslon w y o f « iii. t intrU,uimc v%ho iia<l rontilv.:d  to utilii a >•«.••( M -

•t i  In Ihr Conn* Its o f l'on ilk licrrj-j. th at lie umii rtook the c \i- ..lu lv tt to• wdore. M<$tn j., cj. '
- J-iHy wti« of cou rst, oMI^cil to  tr u 't  to  the Information o f th o *  .u

n ", c o u ,lr >'i "'•»«» ibr li-ttcnt of La *.sur mi l l>f l* )T tt l tnnl>e ii nHy
th*y  vxu>oiMt«*4 lirym td  n » ' 'u n »  lh*  tliW Ifiiir^  tlf )hl u t. 'lo rtn k - 

I, ' n<1 '»U4l. I I.. O L out U p. . IT ',; -  it At h. > h lrli | | ll?y |[n , . , ♦, »*■ f
**»*,'1‘ * -:re tu  ml- uUed l c  fu ln iM  |„  f„c . i, . n.l.l h*-.c 

m e n ' *n'1 » » o r e  f* rtilr Ik ad til'll! that of U )  y u> «• t»M*inel Iho 
ol« « *•/,' *'l' a ilalc 11.* ii. Il'l'iion ,a  (uni to «!•[]..> i |u 4Uh u , dcIltL:,.' 1 "'•« i> lie was »«!TOonded.
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\ - t\  C v a t t k m p t  u p o n  t a n j o r e  d e f e a t e d . L f  r ° J

,,
X'*3^i£iefis for realities; and lie ordered the s is  Brahmens BOOK IV. 

to be treated as the Europeans are accustomed to treat the c h a t . iv .
natives oemvioted an spieH ; that is, to bo shot away from ------- -
the muzzles of the guns. Tho King's army took the field ; ]7W-
and aftor a alight show of resistance, retreated to the 
capital, near which bally arrived on tho 18th of July. 
Conferences ensued: The King offered u sum of money, 
but greatly inferior to wbat was required: Lnlly offered to 
abate in bis pecuniary demand, provided he were furnished 
with 000 bullocks, and a supply of gunpowder. H is 
agents were morn prudent than himself, and suppressed 
the article of gunpowder, the deficiency of which, if known 
to the King, was not likely to improve his disposition to 
compliance ; and tho bullocks, the King observed,that his 
religion did not permit him to grant. The cannonade and 
bombardment began. After a few days, the King renewed 
his eflorts for an accommodation. Tho obliquities of 
Eastern negotiation wore out tho temper of Lolly; and ho 
threatened to carry the King and all his family : laves to 
Mauritius. This outrage produced in the Hindu a final 
resolution to defend himself to the Inst extremity. Ito 
had early, among his applications for assistance, implored 
the co-operation of the English ; and Captain Caltiuud at 
Tri chi nopoly was commissioned to make all those efforts 
in hi* favour whioh hie own security might appoar to 
allow. That officer cent to him without delay a amull 
detachment, which might feed his lcqiee of a morn olliciuut 
support, and afford him no ttpoiugv fur making hi- peace 
with tho French .Out ho was afi-a:.l to intrust Join with 
anv considerable portion of bis troops, fully aware that the 
Flench might at any time make with him an accominoda 
tion, and receive his fosistanco to destroy the very men 
who had come to protect him. Upon this last occurrence 
Calliaud inferred that the time for accommodation was 
elup-rd, and sent an additional detachment. Lully con
tinued liis operations, aud on the Ttli of August effected a

br'\t  'this time, however, only ISO charges of powder for
the cannon, not twenty cartouches a man for the troops,
and not provisions for two days, remained m the o*iup.>

1 'th ii i , .  tSi'j statem ent of Otohj 0*- W j. Th.u of l.al!> t o ,14<piU n e rnstult 
ou jtai c q’attUlcrio que trois mlUicrs dc poudre pour k;> ..utiuns, c t v iu g t coup*
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BOOK IV. Tho next morning intelligence was received that the Eng- 
ciixr. iv. lish fleet, after a fresh engagement with the French, had 
■— — anchored before Carical, from which alone tho French

1758. army conld derive its supplies. Lally summoned a council 
of war. Out of thirteen officers, two, the Count d’Estaign, 
and M. Saubinet, advised an immediate assault, considering 
the success as certain, and tho landing of the English at 
Carical, while the French fleet kept the sea, as highly  
improbable. It was determined, in conformity with tho 
opinion of the other eleven, to raise the siege.1 Intelli
gence of this resolution of the enemy, and of tho negli
gence and security in which they encamped, encouraged 
tho Tanjorinos to attempt a surprise; which brought 
Lully mill his army into imminent danger. After a 
disastrous march, in which they Buffered severely, from 
tho enemy, from fatigue, and from famine,- thoy arrivod 
on tho 28th at Carical, and Baw tho English fleet at anchor 
off tho mouth of t\ip river.

After the first of tho naval engagements, tho English 
fleet, before they could anchor, wore carried a league to 
the north of Sadr a s; tho French, which had suffered less 
in the rigging, and nailed better, anchored fifteen miles to  
tho windward. The English, as soon as possible, weighed 
aguiu, and after a fruitless endeavour to reach Fort St. 
David, discovered tho French fleet on the 28th of May in' 
the road of Pondicherry. The next day, the French, at 
the remonstrance of Lally, who sent on board a con
siderable body of troops, got under sa il; but instead of 
bearing down on the English, unable to advance against 
the wind, proceeded to Fort St. David, where they arrived 
on tho evening after tho surrender. The English sailing

par sohlat <;n i m louche.1’ H e adds, th at lie hn<l no other balls for the cannon  
hut th a w  whU h  w in  sh ot by  th e  en em y, o f  w h ich  f« w correapomU l 
calibre of hi? g n u s; th at tvrcM y-fhnr hour*’ battoring .'ere i t l l l  m iu lM tc tn  
tnak'- the b r-a .n  p r t<tk a b le ; th at ho bail b a th  if"  ‘b tyj’ provisions for tbu 
l-uropeai: part of his arm y, w h ile tho native port ami the attendant* were • n" 
ttrely  without prortalons, and had, th e greater part o f them , deserted. M em. 
hi supra, p. 73. ,

1 Lully **.-■ . that he had at the same time received a loiter from ibo cum -  
^tandlng nltlci r nt lo m lU b erry, announcing that a  l>«<dy of 1,'jflo KntfliMi. • .«o 

ii i l" d fr \| u ln r  m u c  m cm aiii: I*ondi< herrv • and one h ‘" n 
tl.o Mahra.tr.. .l.i = i f n in g  with .. visit the territory of the » r c i r , l« «

1 1 • . p- VI*. .
, Ml* I,IV ii:: ; haid ih.J .mdfllUglU'S, Lttll) ua*-rt« that they le ft
I’u t i n w  ib id . p . HI.



N S ld E ^ n  to leeward as far as Alamparvo, where intelli- BOOK IV. 
gence’ was received of the loss of the fort. The admiral, chat-iv. 
therefore, not haring water on board for the consumption -  „
of five days, made sad, and anchored tho lic it  day in tho 1“>B- 
roads of Madras. Tho fleet had numerous wants ; Madras 
had very scanty mean, of supply ; and nearly eight weeks 
elapsed before it was again ready tor sea On the Ird of 
July three of the Company e ships arriye.l from ben .. 
with money merchandise, and stores, but no troops. The 
m onsoon  had obliged them to make tho outward passage
towards the Acheen, and they came in from tho southward.
Tiie F r e n c h  admiral, after touching at Fort St. David, had 
stood to tho southward, to cruizo off Ceylon ; in opposi
tion to tho remonstrances of Lally, who desired the Hoot 
i„. co-operate in the destined enterprise against Madras.
Lnlly hastened from Fort St. David to Pondicherry, and 
summoned a council by whose authority he recalled the 
fleet. The injunction reached the admiral at Carieal on 
the Kith of June, and he anchored the next day in the 
road of Pondicherry. Had ho continued liis destined, 
course to the southward, he could not hayo missed the 
throe English East Indiarucn from Bengal, and by thoir 
capture would liavo obtained tliat treasure, tho want ol 
which alone disconcerted tho scheme of English destruc
tion. On the 215th of July, the English Ho t were a;fair 
under sa il; and on the 27th appeared ludorc Pondicherry, 
where the French loo .it. anchor. Thoy put to non without 
delay : but the difficulties oC tie navi, rum, ami the aims 
of the commanders, made it the 2nd of An,:net before the 
.I,,.! , encountered olfOariooi Tho French lino consisted 
,f eight sail ; the English, as before, of seven. Tho light 

1° ted scarcely an hour | whon three of the French ships, 
rtvi.'m driven out of the lino, the whole bora away, und .
^  the sail they could carry. The English Admiral gave 
chase; h u t in less than ten minutes the enemy were be- 
£ 5  the distance of certain shot Toward night the

,„,ve over tho pursuit, and came to anchor off 
Partial Tho French steered for Pondicherry when the 
Admiral doolareil his intention of returumg to Mauritnw.
Hflh sent forward the Count dE.fla.gn to remonstrate 
wuh him on the disgrace of quitting tho sea before an 
inferior ouemy, and to urge him to renewed operations. 

von. tn. M

€
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BOOK IV . D’Estaign offered to accompany him on board, with any 
onAP. tv. proportion of tho troops. Lally himsolf moved with the 

—— army from Carical on the 24th of August, and, having
' ‘ passed tho Coloroon, hurried on with a small detachment

to Pondicherry, where ho arrived on the 28th. l ie  imme
diately summoned a mixed council of the administration 
and the army, who joined in a fresh expostulation to tho 
Admiral on the necessity of repairing to Madras, where 
the success of an attack must altogether depend upon the 
union of the naval and military operations. That com
mander, representing his ships as in a state of the greatest 
disablement, and liis crews extremely enfeebled and di
minished by disease, would yield to no persuasion, and 
set Rail with liis wholo licet for Mauritius on the 2nd of 
September.1

If we trust to the declaration of Lally, his intention of 
besieging Madras, still more his hopes of taking it, wore 
abandoned from that hour. Before tlio float departed an 
expedition ugainst Arcot, with a view to relievo the oruul 
pressure of those pecuniary wants which the disastrous 
•result of tho expedition to Tanjore had only augmented 
was projected and prepared. Arcot, tho capital of the 

'Carnatic, had been left under the government of one of tlio 
principal officers of Mohammed Ali, the English Nabob 
with a small body of Sepoys and native cavalry. With 
this officer, Kajali Saheb, (the eldest son of the late 
Chuucia Saheb,) now decorated by the French with the 
title of Nabob, had opened a correspondence ; and a treaty 
was concluded, according to which the Governor was to 
d- liver ni) the place, to receive as a reward 13,000 rupees, 
and to he taken, along with his troops, into tho pay and 
HiTvieo of Lolly. As auxiliary measures, tho previous pus
s' as lull of the secondary forts of Trivaturo, Trimomalee,
4 Y "angoly, and Thnory, wan doomed expedient. Lully di 
vided his army into four parts, to two of which tho forts 
of < i Mii .oly and Timery surrendered without resistance ; 
Trivaturo and Trincumuleo were taken by assault. On tho

1 'til. Wi.mil'.-i r. o  r<l. • ' l.v 'V ine. H. l ‘-*7 :r,\) Tim tlkiiU Uej
*'"i r tiik to im  of « ..loi.cl W ill;*, n. J71* iwf i rciVsii ,nnl m -l «• •
* '"it i.i ;»•. p. IS' k« <-i over tl»c -.m  e nrr.iiinl. »|-irltc«l nr.Mrart
'* Mr. i, ,, on - JOJ, Ijv I In; umlior "i tho unU . l ' 1
i  . ;v ■ p .v v. l-..r 11..- oriT .it/ IV o f I-ftll) . Ill", ow n .Mt itiolr, V- tin
• o , ,! .. .  -  in tlie •. •!•.!• J t, lx III tho h!.:l * .t «!. l i . v  in^-.OC Itl.'J
C l 1 Iirn.i,,,..
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LAXLY TAKES AKCOT. k j l 2 ^

a pretended capitulation, on the 4th of October, BOOK IV. 
Bally, amid the thunder of cannon, made his entrance ciup. iv. 
into Arcot. "

Tho fort of chinglapot, tlio occupation of which, from L j8- 
Want of funds, or ignorance of its importance, Tally hud.
Postponed to the acquisition of Arcot, covered tho country 
""•hence chictlv, in a case of siege, Madras would find it ne
cessary to draw its provisions. In the consternation under 
which tho English had withdrawn their troops from tho 
country forts, upon tho arrival of Lully, Chinglapot among 
the rest had been left in a very defenceless condition; and 
when tho French marched against Carangoly, they might 
have taken Cliinglnpet by oscalado in open day. The 
English, awakened to a sense of its importance, left Arcot 
to its fate, and made all their exertions to save Chingla- 
pet. A fleet had arrived from England in the middle of 
September, which brought 8.50 of the king’s troops, and 
with them Colonel Draper and Major Broreton. Captain 
Oalliaud, with tho whole of the European troops, was re
called from Tricliinopoly. And before Lolly entered Arcot,
Chinglapot was supplied with a strong garrison. The ap
plications of Lally to the government of Pondicherry lor
10,000 rupeas, which wore necessary, after the acquisition 
of Arcot, to put the troops in motion for Chinglapot, were 
answered only by representations of tho complete exhaus
tion of their resources; and that General, obliged for want 
of funds to place tho troops in cantonments, returned to 
Pondicherry full of morlificni ion and cluigriu.1

}[e had been joined by Ituny about tin) time at. which 
lie entered Arcot. That otIU-er, who had conducted himself 
with such rare ability in the dominions of the Subahdar, 
ami with his handful of french had raised himself to an 
ol wated station among tho prince-; of India, had I.-ft 1 he
.Subahdar on a tottering lb...... . v.tm'b t.nlh, . hot his
strong support could much longer uphold. Tho -Subahdur,
When informed of the intended departure of the trench, 
was too much amazed to believe the dreadful mUlllganae; 
and when too well assured ot its ominous reabty took his 
leave of Bussy, in an agony of grief and despair. Bussy, ifc 
is possible took his departure with the more alacrity, as 
h<! hoped, through the representations which in person ho 

’ SMin. poor lc  C om te tic L il ly ,  p . 8 6 - 9 9  ; O n ile, U. 3 d - 3 ! 0 .

' Got̂ \



BdOICIV'. would be able to mate, that he could prevail upon Lully 
citAr. iv. to send him back, and with augmented force, to his impor- 
"11 —  taut station. Having, on his march, been joined by Mora-

i7fiK. cin, tpe Governor of Masulipatam, who with his troops was 
also recalled, he left the march to be conducted by Mora- 
ciu, and under a safeguard granted him from Madras, has
tened to the meeting with Lally.

The head of that General was filled with the importance 
of his own project, the expulsion of the English from 
India; and with contempt for the schemes of Bussy, as o f  
all other men who had different views from his own. In 
his lottor to Bussy, upon the taking of Fort St. David, lie 
had said, “ It i» the whole of British India which it now 
remains for us to attack. I do not conceal from you that, 
having taken Madras, it is my resolution to repair imme
diately, l.y iund or by sou, to the banks of the Ganges, 
where your talents and experience will be of tho greatest 
Importance to me.” Buusy employed every effort to con
vince him of tho importance of retaining the advantages 
which he had gained in tho dominions of the Subahdar ; 
and tho moat pressing mid passionate letters arrived from 
the Subahdar himaclf.1 But Lully, who had already 
treated tho representations of Bussy as tho visions of a 
madman, ami had told the Governor of Pondicherry that 
he thought himself too condescending in reading his letters, 
lout a deaf ear to remonstrances which inwardly ho rc- 
regarded as the fruit of delusion or imposture.3 Apprized 
of the money which Duploix had raised on his personal 
credit, ho was not without hopes that Bussy might bo 
possessed of similar n sources ; and he atatos as a matter 
<»f great surprise, mixed with incredulity, the averment of 
Bussy, that iu this way ho was altogether iucapablo of 
aiding the general cause.

A high testimony from another quarter ww yieldnl to 
tho merits of Bussy. His rank ns an officer was only that 
of Lieutenant-Colonel. Besides a Major-General, si* Colo* 
nols hud arrived with tho army of Lally, Tho six <-olo-

1 Lully film If liiforn .1 us. Umt tlu-so • nnir.-nnly ' ! ^ ‘h
.4. d i e t  • IU uvoyrt M. dr H iM jTSW  uo c<il |.a do }"»1

S '* I   ...........• 1 'Mix | ..I ill *:*i I V icr . ' «>r. >.•!!' Uvt-a Q»‘n k  1 J *'*> |4 •. ,1, V b n t i - Y : r t t m 10 *Wco un cun** ‘,0 « c .

u  m, . tt, t*o *£ cn it, A iu  of June, 1768. lldro- supra, Appeti.Ual,
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to the nobler impulses of the human mind, BOOK TV. 
signed a requisition that Bussy might Supervalu them, ciiap. iv. 

A heir names,” says Mr. Ormo, “ highly worthy of record " —
this occasion, were mostly of ancient and noble descent; I7,r>8. 

d Es taiga, do Landivi.-uau, do la iairo, Brcteuil, Vordiire,
and Crillou.”

To whatever quarter Lolly turned liis eyes, ho found 
himself beset with the greatest difficulties. The govern
ment of Pondicherry declared, as they had frequently 
declared before, that in their exhausted situation it was 
altogether impossible for Them to find the means of sub
sisting the army at Pondicherry. When a council of war 
was called, the Count d'Est&ign, and other officers, pro
nounced it better to dio by a musket ball, under the ram
parts of Madras, than by hunger, within those of Pondi
cherry. The idea of undertaking a siege, says Lully, the 
total want of funds excluded from the mind of every one.
But it was deemed expedient to bombard the place, to 

•shut up the English within the fort, to obtain the pillage 
of tlio black town, and to lay waste the surrounding 
country.1

The Governor of Pondicherry declared that ho was 
destitute of every species of resource, either for the pay or 
Uic maintenance of the soldiers. Lully advanced (K'.uoO 
rupees ot his own money, and prevailed upon sumo m< ni- 

n * lfc f-‘'uneil, and other individuals in Pondicluury, 
t-0 follow, in sonic deg row. hi.-i example. Krun t J1»•. ; p .-ics 
of contribution or Joan, ho oiUaimM ; t l  iH1*1 mpei- . wlueli, 
added to hi.i own, m ule a sum of 9 4 ,0 0 0 . Tin t was (ho 
treasure with which, at tin head of i‘7<" European troops, 
and 4000 Indians, lie nmivhed against Madras.

The expedition was tvady for its departure at the be
ginning of November, but the continuance of tlio rains re- 
. tariled its arrival before Madras till tho 12th of December, 
when Lolly had not funds to ensure the subsistence of tlio 
arinv for a . inglo week. The English had made active uso 
of the intervening period for providing themselves with 
the moans of defence. When Admiral Poeork quitted tho 
coast in October to avoid the monsoon, he left behind him  
tin marines of the squadron, and was expected baok in 
dmulary. a  body of cavalry, under an adventurer of tho 

» M<fm. nt supra, 1. tw, 100.



was taken into pay; and so posted, along with th« 
criAr. iv. Sepoys from Trichinopoly, as to make war upon the line 

—— of the enemy’s convoys. The veteran Lawrence, who was 
still in Madras, was put at the head of tho troops; and 
took post with the greater part of the army on elevated 
ground at some distance from the town. It was not, how
ever, his intention to ran the risk of an action ; and as tho 
enemy advanced, he gradually yielded ground, till on the 12th 
ho entered the fort with all his army. The command in 
the fort belonged to the Governor Pigot. But he was an 
intelligent, and an activo m an; and the harmony of tho do- 
lonco experienced no interruption. The military within 
the walls now consisted of ] 768 Europeans, 2220 Sepoys, 
and 200 horse of the Nabob, on whom bv experience little  
dopendanco was pilaced. The other Europeans wore 150 
men Who were employed without distinction in  serving 
out stores, and other auxiliary operations.

On tho 13th the enemy remained on tho plain and 
reconnoitred the place. On tho 14th, early in the mominc 
they took possession of tho Hack town, where tho soldiery* 
from want of skill or authority on tho part of their com
mander, abandoned themselves to intemperance and di -- 
ordcr. In hopos of profiting by this opportunity the 
English made a strong sally with G(J0 chosen men Thev 
penetrated into the black town before the enemy were col 
looted rn sufficient numbers; but were at last opposed by 
a force which they could not withstand ; and, had the divi
sion of the enemy, which was under tho command of Pussy, 
advanced with sufficient promptitude to cut off their re
treat, it is highly probable that few of them would Imvo 
made their escape. Lally adduces the testimony of the 
officers, who commanded under Bussv, that they .joined in 
urging him to intercept the English detachment; but that 
he, alleging the want of cannon, absolutely refused. 
Mr. Orrne says that he justified himself by tho delay of 
J Ally's orders, without which it was contrary to his duly 
to advance. To gain, however, a great advantage at a ,1l'i- 
tieid moment, a zealous officer wall adventure -u.mowhttt, 
Under i;oiui deficiency both of cunnon and of order". Tho 
M;,:, on the part, of the English was not lens than ‘200 sob 
dion*, and cix Mliciws. In moro numbers that of tho 
enemy v.-u« nearly the same.
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X^2-T6ecapturo of the black town had furnished to Lolly BOOK JV 
for the demands of the service only 80,000 livros, lent to chap. iv.
him by an Armenian merchant, whom ho had saved from ----------
plunder ; and to these were added 12,000 livros furnished 17;'  ̂
by a Hindu partisan. With these funds he began to con
struct his batteries, in the intention, as he repeat ■» of only *
bombarding the place, when intelligence was brought, on 
the 2-1th of D e c e m b e r ,  that a frigate from tho islands lmd 
arrived at Pondicherry with a million of livros. It was 
this circumstance, he says, which now determined him to 
couvort tho bombardment into a siogo.

With only two engineers, and threo artillery officers, ex
cepting the few who belonged to tho Company, all deti- 
cieut both in knowledge and enterprise; with officers in 
general dissatisfied and ill-disposod, with only the common 
men on whom he could depend, and of whose alacrity he 
never had reason to complain, he carried on the siege with 
a vigour and activity which commanded the respect even 
of tho besieged, though they were little acquainted with 
the difficulties under which he toiled. By means of tho 
supplies which had plentifully arrived from Bengal, and 
the time which the Presidency had enjoyed to make pre
paration for siege, the English were ^supplied with an 
abundance both of money and of stores. Tho resolution 
to defend themselves to the utmost extremity, which has 
seldom been shared more universally and cordially by any 
body of men, inspired them with incessant vigilance nn.l 
activity. The industry of tho enemy wan prrpclnully 
counteracted by a similar industiy n the part of then1 
opponents. No sooner hint those without creeled a work, 
th an  tho most active, and enterprising, and often skilful 
exertions wore mado from withm to destroy it. Whatever 
ine.amity the enemy emuoyed in devising measures of at
tack was speedily discovered by tho keen and watchful 
eyes’of the defenders. A breach, in spite of all those oxer- 
tjons was however effected: arm the mind of bully u.is 
intensely engaged with preparations for the assault ; when 
he found the officers of his army altogether indisposed to 
second his ardour. Mr. Orme declares his opumm that 
their objuotions wore founded on real and prudential eon- 
"hloratiouB, and that an attempt to stonn tho place Would

!(§)?/ Cct
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111 v,! been attended with repulse and di .anlor. Bally 
rn .TrTi\ ' .  '■ ’ o j r .  : ,lj ,, ii  i nl i  i:;n .... ul )1  j f j

- on m the army, and groundless apprehensions were proim- 
‘ <• ■ gatud, to shake the resolution of tho soldiers, and prevent 

°*ooulion of tho plim : that lho nituuUou of tho Qono- 
j •wos ftu s  rendered oritical in the highest degree, and 

tho chance of success exceedingly diminished; yet ho still 
adhered to his design, and only waited for the setting of 
the moon, which in India shods a light not much feebler 
than that of a winter sun, on the very day on which an 
Bnglisli lleet of six sail arrived at Madras.

lh “ licet under Admiral Pocock, which had left Madras 
on the 11th of October, had arrived at Bombay ou tho 
10th of December, where they found six of tho Company's 
i ” 1" and two ship-* of tho line, with 000 of tho King’s 
tinaps on board On tbo 31st of December tho Company’s 
slope, with all tho troops, sailed from Bombay under the 
convoy „ two frigate n and arrived on the loth of February 
at a critical moment, at Mad™. “ Words, - says S  

are inadequate to express tho effect which the appear 
1 !-™<luced. The effioar who command^ t  

deemed it even inexpediont to wait for tho 
landing of tho enemy, and two hours before receiving ordem 
retired from las post. 6 ”rs

Lally was now constrained to abandon the siege The 
officers and soldiers had been on no more than l„df

destitute of pay during the remaining throe. Tim mipcnsw 
1)0 sle3° UQd tlio half pay had consumed, during the 

lirst month, tho million livres which had oerrved from the 
ishuids. The officers were ou the allowance of the soldiers.

subsistence of the army for the last iiftoim days liatl 
depended almost entirely upon some rico and butter, c«i>- 
tured in two small vessels from Bengal. A very small 
quantity of gunpowder remained iu lho camp; and not a 
largi t at Pondicherry. The bombs wore wholly consumed 
Hirer weeks before. Tho Sepoys deserted for want of pay, 
and the Kuropeau cavalry threatened every hour to go 
°vt>j to tho oueuiy. Tho tioloiK'O of Pondi« liorry rost©  ̂
ul' u 300 invulidii ; uud, within twolvo houn (lu Kugligh
Nv‘'h U.oir u-iuforamiunto, might huod and take

(i7 wYv (ci
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Xs^ S s g ^ f ^ eo On the night of tin- 17th (ho Fronoh army BOOK IV.
dorumpud from Minlrw; and thn EnRli»h. mad* no efforts enAi». iv.
to molest their retreat.1 , _-s r‘

We may judge of the feelings towards ono another, of M®9-
Lttlly and bin countrymen, when ho tollo us, tlm(. the
retreat of tho army from Madras produced at Pondicherry 
the strongest demonstrations of joy, and was celebrated by 
his enemies as an occasion of triumph.

The Nabob M oham med All, who had retreated into 
Madras when the French regained the ascendancy iu (ho 
province, had been removed during the siege to Triohiuo- 
poly; and of his two refractory brothers Abdul Waliah 
and Nuje.'b Oolla, who had taken tho side of the French, 
tho former returned to the English connexion, before tho 
siege of Madras, and was joined to the party of tho Eng
lish kept in tho field to act upon the enemy’s communica
tions : tho latter, induced by the event of the .siege to 
anticipate success to the party which he hail renounced, 
murdered all tho French in his service, except u single 
oflicer, and professed himself a partisan of tho English.

The English now elevated their hopes to the recovery 
of the province, but found their operations cramped by 
the narrowness of tlieir funds. It was the Gth of March 
before the army, consisting of 1156 Europeans, rank and 
file, ld70 Sepoys, 1120 collierios (irregular troops of the 
southern Poly gars.) and 19.3U horse, was in a condition to 
move. Tho countries id Mudurn and Tiniveliy at the same 
time recalled the attention of the l‘r€-nidwiev. No i " 'nee 
hud the troops been withdrawn for tho deletion ol Madia-, 
than tho refractory chiefs began their encroachments.
Only the towns of Madura and Palum-Cotah, preserved by 
tbo‘ steadiness of llie Sepoy* in garrison, remained in 
obedience to the English. And Mohammed lssoof, who 
had commanded with reputation the Company’s native 
1 ■ in their form er attempts in that, country, was now 

|  in the quality of MBtor, with a hod, of Sepoys, 
fo r  the recovery of tho country, 

i „ a n»—ivi■ Mini. onBr laity. V 09—lib Of U" * k  «Ut
.... . irl.l U.. •'( * .... Haiti.- S|r.

i  ..»ti 1""' ‘ m-r I mU; ■ l..i 1 ngl.,1,
“S i r  S u w w v d .  ' u- ... .. ■' ai.lsr • van a l l  11.,.
wliicU tin- luvs, bolti of war and oi humanuj, pro? - t



NfljgOKjffe/  _Th0 French army had marched from Madras in the 
cnAr. tv. direction of Oonjeveram ; and there the French and 
■ English armies remained in eight of one another, without

' ' a?y operation of importance, for two and twenty days, 
lh e  English, at the end of this time, made a march upon 
Wandewash; took possession of the town, and began to 
open ground against the fort. This brought the French 
array to defend i t ; upon which the English decamped in 
the n igh t; by a forced march of two days arrived at Con- 
jeveram, and took it by assault. The two armies continued 
to watch ono another till tho 28th of May, when they both 
went into cantonments.

On the 28th of April, Admiral Pococko had arrived upon 
the coast from Bombay, but bud continued to windward of  

omhehorry, and principally at Negapatnam, with a view  
to intercept the French squadron, which was expected 
from the isles. And near the end of June three of tho 
usual ships arrived at Madras, with 100 recruits of the
Company, and intelligence that Lieutenant-Colonel C o , l  
with 1000 of the King's troops, might ho shortly expected 
on the coast. The satisfaction, however, which this t.«,d 
fortune was calculated to excite, was grievously damned 
by an attendant, piece of advice ; that tho Court of Du e ■- 
tors, “ d,ceded,” os Mr. Ormo expresses it, “by renresnd-, 
tions of tho great wealth acquired by the connect "e 
Bengal, and of its sufficiency to supply their other presi- 
denc'es.lnu dctermmed to send no more treasure to any 
of them till the year 1760.” From tho first moment of 
Indian conquests to a late period in their history, were 
the Company led into blunders, and were but too success
ful in misleading the councils of the nation, by their 
absurd [estimates of tho pecuniary value of Indian do
minion. This intelligence was so disastrous, and full of 
discouragement, “that for every reason,’’ rays Mr. Orme, 
“ it was kept within tho Council.’’

Towards the end of July, live of tho expected ships, with 
tho first division of the troops, arrived at Nogapntnam, 
and having given out tho provisions and stores which they 
had brought for the use of the squadron, sailed for Madras. 
Cut},.. 2pt.Ii of August the squadron left Negnpiitnaiu, and 
■ant'd for Triuoomftleo, in I ho island of ( V ,  loll, where tho 
1 l , i,"h Heel was dcncricd, on the 2d of September. D’AoliG

if W)i) (fiT
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■■been reinforced by the arrival of three ships from BOOK IV. 

Prance • hut as the resources of the islands were made- c h a p . i y . 
quate to refit and supply tlio fleet, not only much time _ 
had been lost, but he had been compelled to return to sea 1,0 '
in a state of very imperfect equipment. It was the 10 th 
Of September before the state of the winds and the wea
ther permitted the encounter of the fleets The English, 
having the wind, camo down a-broast while the Irene!,, 
who were farthest out at sea, lay-to m line of battle ..-head.
The English squadron consisted of nine slaps of the liuo, 
a frigate, the Queensborough, two of tho Company’s ships, 
and a fire-ship. The French were eleven sail of tho line, 
and three frigates ; and their total battory exceeded that 
of flic English by 174 guns, and consequently, by eiglity- 
Hoveu in action. The engagement lasted scarcely two 
hours, wheu the greater part of the French ships having 
quitted the line, the whole fleet sailed away, and, in a few 
minutes, were beyond the reach of the English shot.
Such was tho indecisive character of naval actions in 
general, at the period to which we now refer. Tho English, 
though they had clearly the victory, had also tho principal 
share of the loss. In point of men the injury was supposed 
to 1 >o nearly equal on both sides; but all tho French ships, 
one only excepted, earned topsails when they retired from 
tho fight; none of the English ships, after the engagement;, 
could act half their sails, and two wore obliged to be taken 
in tow. The English fleet anchored the next day in tho 
road of Nsgaputiuun, ami the French in four da; ■ arrived 
at Pondicherry.

As nothing could exceed tin' distnes i of th e liv n o h in  
respect to supplies, so their hopes wore ardent of relief by 
the arrival of the ships. The fort of Oovrupawk had sur
rendered upon summons to a detachment of tho English, 
urmv in tlio beginning of July. 1 n the beginning of August,
'l fliy’s own regiment mutinied for want of pav, and. by 
their example, subverted the discipline of the whole army.
Tho confidence of the English had mounted so Ingh, that 
Maior Brereton, who commanded the troops, and who 
burned for an opportunity of performing some exploit 
before the arrival of t ’ooto, persuaded tho Presidency to  
•auction an attempt for the reduction of Vt (uaWush.
A f t e r  waiting till the roads wore passable, the whole army

' e°l&X



r
T ffh^ ^-H nurehed  from Conjeveram on the 2Cth of September. The 

cuAr. Tv. principal part of the French forces were concentrated at 
j-S9 Wandewaah; and the enterprise was unsuccessful. The 

English made a spirited attack on the night of the 29th, 
but were resisted with great gallantry, and finally ropulsed 
wit.i a loss of more than 200 men. In this action, a de
tachment of grenadiers wore very expeditiously quitting 
hie vicinity of danger; when their officer, instead of call
ing after them, an imprudence which would, in all proba
bility, have converted their retreat into a flight, ran till 
he got before them, and then, turning suddenly round, 
said, “ Halt,” as giving the ordinary word of command 
the habit of discipline prevailed. The men stopped, 
formod according to orders, and marched back into the 
seem, of action. But this success of the French, however 
brilliant. neither clothed the man nor supplied them with 
provisions. Neither the English nor the French had over 
boon able to draw from the districts which they held S  
the country sufficient funds to defray the expense of the 
1 loops, employed ui conquering and defending them, a 
considerable portion of those districts, which the French 
had boon aide to seize upon the arrival of Lally the Fn„ 

..gain recovered. The Government of PondioherrT 
1. it. almost Wholly de-ntim- of supplies from Europe, w.« 
utterly exhausted first, by the long and desperate s t r i n g  
in which they had boon engaged ; and secondly (fo /th e  
truth must not be disguised, though the complaints of 
Lallp have long been treated with ridicule,) by the mis
application of the public funds : a calamity, of which the 
violent passion of individuals for private wealth was a 
copious and perennial fountain. Lally had, from his first 
am  ml, been struggling on the borders of despair, with 
wants which it was altogether out of his power to supply. 
Ilio English had received, or were about to receive, tho 
m<»>t important accession to their power. And nothing 
but (ho tlout, which had now arrived, and the supplier 
which it might have brought, could on able him much 
1 ngor to contend with the difficulties which environed 
him.

M. d’Aoh6 had brought, for tho uao of the colony, 
in dollar/*, wb ii a tjuanl i'y of diamonds, valued at 

, which hud b e e n  taken iu an Eughuh East India-

■ g°̂ Jx

\ » /  • )  HISTORY OF BRITISH INDIA. j



( ' ( I ) . )  < S LA f f a i r s  o f  t i ie  s u b a h d a r .  k

“ ^n , and, having landed these effects, together with 180 BOOK IV. 
Illen, he declared his resolution of sailing again immedi- c h a p . iv .
ateiy for the islands. Nothing could exceed the surprise ----------
end consternation of tho colony upon this unexpected and HtO. 
alarming intelligence. Even tlioso who were tho most 
indifferent to the suocess of affaire, when the reputation 
of Lolly, and tho interest of their country alone' wero at 
stake, now bogan to tremble, when the very existence of 
the colony, and their interests along with it, were threats 
onod with inevitable destruction. Ah tho principal in
habitants, civil and military, assembled at the Governor’s 
house, and formed themselves into a national council. A 
vehement protest wins signed against the departure of the 
licet. But tho resolution of the Admiral was inflexible ; 
and he could only bo induced to leave 400 Caffrcs, who 
served m the fleet, and 500 Europeans, partiv marines and 
partly sailors.

A t the same time the departure of Bussv had been 
attended, m the dominions of the Suhahdar, with a rapid 
succession of events, ruinous to tho interacts of tho 
-trench. An expedition from Bengal, titled out by the 
English against, tho Northern Circars, those important dis
tricts of which Bussy had obtained tho dominion from 
onlubut Jung, had been attended with tho most brilliant 
success ; had not only drivon tho French entirely out of

ic conn ry, hat  Imd compelled tho Subahdar to solicif u 
connexion with the English. Nirr.m Ah. win mnt-. 
and aspiring oharaeter reiuinrod him  r x 1 rciuo!' dangerous 
to the treble rtu eum  i an I (■. i bl, r  numl - I ins brother, 
had returnud from tin Hi Jit, to wliioli ho had boon urged 
by the spirit and address of Bussy, at tho head of a con
siderable arroy; aud compelled tho Suhahdar to replace 
him in that commanding situation, from which ha I 
recently been driven. Bassalut. Jung, tho second of tho 
three brothers, who anticipated the revolution which 
the victorious return of Nizam Ali portended, promised 
himself important advantages from tho assistance of tho 
French, in the ohanges which he expected to ensue : and 
dospotchod a letter to Lally, in which ho told him ho was 
ooming to throw himself into his arms.1 Hussy urged m 
"Long terms the policy of declaring Basaalut Jung Nabob 

* Mem poor Lolly, p. 135.
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. of the Carnatic. This was opposed by the step which had 
c h a p . iv. been recently taken by Lally, of making this declaration, 

—— with much ceremony and, pomp, in favour of the son of
‘J l- C'hunda Saheb. It was, however, agreed that a body of 

troops, under the command of Bussv, should be sent to 
join Bassalut Jung, who hovered upon the borders of the 
Carnatic. He had left Hyderabad, under pretence of 
regulating the affairs of his government of A doni; but he 
soon directed his march toward the south-east, supporting 
his army by levying contributions as he proceeded, and 
approached Nelore in the month of July.

M. Lossy arrived at Wandewash the very day after the 
repulse of tho ltnglish ; and, having placed himself at the 
head of tho detachment, which was destined to accompany 
lnm to the camp of Bassalut Jung, proceeded on Ills march. 
Bu. the French army, which had long been enduring ex
traordinary privations, now broke out in the moat alarming 
disorders. More than a year s pay was due to them : they 
were destitute of clothing, and many times ill-sunnlj,,,) 
with provisions. Tho opinion, was disseminated t hat a 
much larger sum than was pretended had been left by U, 
llc  t .; and that the General was acquiring immense Wealth 
by dilapidation. On tho 19th of October the whole armv 
was m mutiny, and the officors deprived of all authority 
Intelligence of these disastrous events overtook Bussv nt 
Arcot, and induced him to suspend his march The tr L w  
were at last restored to obedience by tho payment of „ix 
months of their arrears, and a complete amnesty. But tho 
delays which had intervened had exhausted the resources 
which enabled Bassalut Jung to remain on tho borders of 
tho Carnatic. He was at the same time solicited, by a 
promised enlargement of his territory, to join with Nizam 
AH. who dreaded tho re-appearance of M. Busay in the 
territories of the Subuhdar: his ardour for the French 
alliance was cooled by tho intelligence of the disorders 
among their troops: ho was alarmed by t he prcsenco of 
an English corps of observation, which had been s e n t  t o  
art upon bis roar, if bo should udvonco into the p r o v i n c e  : 
and on Uio 19th of October he ntruok off across tho hills 
'"to the district of Kurpa; whore Hussy, w in followed 
b"11 by ,, did! i\ ■< route, arrived on tho lo'tli of N .vembur. 
Bassalut. ,lung offered to accompany the French detach-
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L5eub :to 'ivcot, provided lie was recognised by the French BOOK bi 
as sovereign of the Carnatic, and furnished with four lacks chap. iv. 
o f mpees for the payment of his troops. The French —
"'ere not without objections to the first of these condi- 1<5“  
tions, and altogether incapable of fulfilling the last. Tho 
negotiation, therefore, proved fruitless; and Bussy re
turned with an addition, however, of 400 good horse, 
whom ’ho had found the means of attaching to his

C Urged hy the necessity of making efforts for the sup
ply, and oven subsistence, 'of tho army, Lally, shortly 
after the reconciliation of his troops, thought proper to 
divide his army into two parts; with the ono of which 
ho proposed to collect the rents of the southern ; with 
the uthor, stationed at Wandewash and Arcot, to protect 
what belonged to the French in the northern districts.
De Leyrit and the Council of Pondicherry represented tho 
danger, which could not be concealed from Lally himself, 
of dividing the army iu the presence of a superior enemy ; 
but they pointed out no means by which it  was possible 
to preserve it together. On tho 20th of November, the 
division which marched to the south took possession of 
the rich island of Seringham, which the garrison at Trichi- 
nopoly was too feeble to defend.

The English took the field. Colonel Cooto, with the 
last division of his regiment, bad arrived on the 27th of 
October ; and ou tho 2 lst of November prooeedeil to * 'nn- 
jovoram, where tho troops were cantoned tor the rams.
The first of his aots was to assemble a council of the prin
cipal officers; that he might obtain from thorn a know
ledge of facts, and profit by their observations. To divide 
the attention of the enmity, he began with movements 
whioh indicated an atta- K upon Arcot: but his real inton- 
tion was to gain possession of Wandewash, which was 
at tacked and carried on tho 20th. The inaction of the 
French array, at Chittapet, which, probably deeming itself 
too weak, made no effort for tho protection of Wande- 
wash, induced tho English to march immediately to Caran-

,  .w m .n t  of Busw'1 march I have f.M evc 1 h is ow n and Orrao'sIn tho KWi" < 11 „ |,|,u ,r. „f IM ..... amt rosins itCTt
«hr« sleuyo to,K Uu loo ot Da«u\ot

•Junw*., ,aii®no® ought lo bo uicrlbcil.

(if w)y, (cl
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bBoR'-IY^I0 ŷi which made a feeble resistance, and surrendered on 
c h a p . t v .  tlie 10th of December.
•------ -— The loss of Arcot, and with it the command of all the

1759. northern districts of the province, now presented itself to 
the eyes of Lally as threatening to an alarming degree. 
The greater part of the troops was hastily recalled from 
Seringham ; Bussy at tho same time arrived from his 
expedition to the camp of Bassalut J ung; a Muhratta. 
chief and his body of horse were taken into pay ; and 
Lully was eager to striko a blow for the recovory of I\ an- 
dewanh.

Bussy, on the other hand, was of opinion, as the French 
wore superior in cavalry, which would render it dangerous 
for the English to hazard a battle, except in circumstances 
of advantage, that they should avail themselves of this 
superiority, by acting upon tho communications of the 
English, which would soon compel them either to fight at 
u di: advantage, or retire lor subsistence to Mud ran • 
whereas if tie. y besieged Wutdswash, the English would 
have two important advantages ; one, that of lighting with 
only a part of the French army, while another part was 
engaged in tho siege ; the other, that of choosing the ad
vantage of tho ground, from tho obligation of tho French 
to cover the besiegers.

At the same time the motives of Lally were far from 
groundless. The mental state of the soldiers required 
some brilliant exploit to raise them to the temper of ani
mated action. He was deprived of all means of keeping 
tho army for any considerable time in the field. By seising 
the English magazines, he counted upon retarding f o r  
several days their murch to the relief of Wandewash ; and 
as tin; English had breached the fort and taken it in forty- 
oight hours, ho counted, and not unreasonably, upon ren
dering binmolf master of tlie place before tho English 
could arrive.

Amusing the English, by some artful movements, ho 
nnrprliM 'l arid took Oonjevoram, which he concluded W,IW 
the place of tho English magazine Mho fact fiowieoe 
won. that the English had no magazines, hut were depen
dent on the purchases of tho day, and already straitened 
fis eeipjilies hv the extensive excursions of his Midnalta 
horti< Lally repaired to Waudcwnsb ; but several days

(*(•)«) (fil
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^ ' ^ 4 /  -BATTLE OF WANDEWASH. k U '- lU

« # s S r t e f 0ro his battery was ready to play; and in the BOOK IV. 
meantime the English approached. Lally throws the ciur.rv.
blame upon his engineer, whom ho ordered to batter in — “ ----
breach witil three cannon upon one of the towers of tho 
fort, which was only protected by the fire of a singlo 
piece, and which, five weeks before, tho English with in
ferior means had breached in forty-eight hours. But tho 
engineers insisted upon erecting a battery in exact con
formity with tho rules of the schools ; and the soldiers in 
derision a s k e d  if' they wero ’going to attack the fortifica
tions of Luxeniburgh.1

The project of Lully having in this manner failed, now 
was the time, at any rate, to have profited by the judicious 
advice of Hussy, and, abandoning thojsiege, to have made 
war upon tho English means of supply. But Lally, who 
was aware that his character had fallen low with tho  
army, could not brook the imputation of retreating be
fore his enem y; he prepared, therefore, to meet the 
attack of the English army, and to continue his opera* 
tions. It was the policy of tho English commander to 
louvo tho enemy at work, till they wero ready to assault 
the fort, when he was sure of attacking separately, at his 
choice, either tho troops engaged in tho siege, or those 
who covered them. His movements wore judiciously 
made; and on the morning of the SSd, he was on the 
ground bufero tho French camp, his army drawn up in 
two lines in a most advantageous position, wln-u., iie fin t 
a free communication with the fort, ami one >-f hi- llmiks 
protected by its (ire. Tho French occupied t.lio ground 
in front of their lino, where tin- fiefil m' h iltlo hint pi-- 
viously boon marked out. The English army omis-sled of 
1000 Europeans, of whom eighty were i.v.-ulrv, 2(0 i Sepoys, 
lifiO black horse, and twem.y-di field-pieces. Tho French, 
including 300 marines and sailors from the squadron,
(fisted o f”2250 Europeans, and 1300 Sepoys ; for the Jilah- 
ndt.iH kept aloof at the distance of some miles from ( lie 
field of battle - Tally, ami apparently with reason, coin-

■ M r  I.oiir J.tJIjr. 1>. 161 1 O m »  ««. * « >  w y .  Ill,,; .-anil, „ for th e la tte ry , 

r . „ r „  uJjuUnnt ll,V furl, w a v  brot..;l,tfrom  Vul.i.-rc - a  c w m « v ,  a  m

Lilly  (M hn. p. Ill » ' r r j r  lilTevent; u , ; « i  of n , j  
p’ ii unU'i'3 • ti.ut the 1-much ba<l 000 tnfiuitry. I Ml cavalry, .j00 m arii.cj 
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d‘d  their du ty  U1 in th e  action.
___ ___ 1 ,  , L U L“g.llsh, aru»y were advancing, Lolly, who imu-

I7«9. t  r ‘T v - 011 801,10 wavoriug 011 their )oft. occasioned 
h L n L  V  bl" artaiory’ though Mr. Ormo says they 
i,‘ , f  yefc oome withm cannon-shot, put himself at the 
mi 0t ,e cavalry, to profit by tho favourablo moment. 

ie cavalry refused to march. The General suspended 
ic Commanding Officer, and ordered the second Captain

0 take tho command. Ho, also, disobeyed. Lully iu]_ 
< lessed himself to the men ; and a Cornet crying out that 
it  was a shame to desert their General in the day of but- 
t  e, the officer who commanded on the loft offered to put

m loop m motion. They had not advanced many paces,
when a single cannon-jhot, says Lolly, the rapid firing ol
two piece*, say* Mr. Ormo, put thorn to flight, and thev

The French W  neddy, and S X t u ^ ^ ^ f c *  ^  
iory an, musketry ; the linghah leader, who was . ‘ml a d 
perfeetly obeyed, made his men reserve their tire,'till so ,
01 Its execution. I ho regiment that occupied tho onemv’ 
uglit, when the distance between them and the English 
was now W i m b l e ,  throw them:,elves into ,.,1 
and rushed forward at a rapid pace. Ooote. directing th 
opposite regiment to be firm, and preserve their tiro gave 
the command when the enemy were -it fi»„ , , gt  
tiuicc The firo fcU heavy, both on their front and f la n t  
\ o t  it stopped not the course of the column; and in an 
instant tho two regiments were mingled at tho push of the 
bayonet. The weight of the column boro down what was 
<»M*osed to i t ; but us it hud boon left unprotected by the
iHdiloi tho cavalry poo tod on its right, its flunks were

K J a S T i i l H - l 1 ^ W .l^ lir",T ,V ' : ,IV P-.v» : an.i Unit the h ,v l11 ‘JiianUr, and M O cm nlrr, nil ).ur»nouiH . t.lnck tnx.u>. „„
Vt|Uftl Iiu iiiU r with 11ll- I t' ji. h. — 1 Lire . -inr i>|>J<■.ir.uitu tli.u^Mr Onnv'» 

* ™ . h  * *  . f iU c - t n n l .  and horn-* «
a<i l  . n - ' a. . , , ’ > " " “ S  " : r ' i l s  r... ,.11. n s i l m s i . l  4U0, « j ,01|„ . r  “ k i. ......H i
, ’ ‘ «• “ iry *1 '. &<■ l  orliuji", wo ou*(lit tc trust i., f.aliv'fl m -.i.u 'i «f
iii’' i.wi. lor e*, Ixh« ii*o It •.«» iftw n in tlic fnco of )• in '. ihm-iio-. **Iio

•m. intorcau.i tnd *«i: to r trndk f it if m in ie  • .m.i « •  !»<•■»• not
*uiu leT'' u k v  '** *«w unt v( ti o i n r ii'ii , when: in km.* Mai

It ? r 'T ' l,i ,* ;i « r * .  that n. 0  Oold-pl.ioi, wl.ici, nr.U tun..,
•liylii * m ‘“ U ’ "lu l'r0vU,!l' i«w or flrtouu u icn  r Im p h *, cmuotl ibe
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V \ s g y i BCOT TAKEN BY THE ENGLISH. ^  f

\5 5 0 a j ^ s 4 ) v  exposed, and in u few momenta tho ground was BOOK IV. 
covered w ith  the s la in , when i t  hloltc, aud Bed in  disorder iifAr.tv. 
to the camp. Almost at the same time a tumbril blew up ~ ~ 7 ~ ~  
in the redoubt in front of the enemy’s le f t ; and during 17G0'
the confusion which this accident produced, 1 he English
took possession of the post. No part of tho French lino 
continued firm much longer. \\ hen ordered to advance, 
the Sepoys absolutely refused. Bussy, who put him self 
at the head of ouo of the regiments, to lead them to the  
push of the bayonet, as tho only clianeo of restoring the 
battle had his horse wounded under him, was abandoned 
by tlie troops, and taken prisoner. Lally frankly acknow
ledges, that his cavalry, who had behaved so ill at the 
beginning of tho action, protected his retreat with great 
gallantry : ho was thus enabled to wait for the junction 
of tho detachment at Wandawash, and to carry off his 
light baggage and the wounded. Tho black cavalry of the 
English were too timid, and tho European too feeble in 
numbers, to impede tho retreat.

Lally retired to CLitlapct, frem which, without strength
ening the garrison, he proceeded the following day towards 
Oingee. The enterprise next resolved on by Colonel Coote 
was tho reduction of Arcot, toward which, the day after 
the battle, ho sent forward a body of troops. Intelligence, 
however, of the defenceless state in which the enemy had 
loft Chittapet, gave him hopes of making that a pn vinei 
acquisition. In two duvs tho English otbs tod u mooch, 
aud the garrison surrendered, tin the I t of February,
Coote arrived at Area, On ihe oil- t h r e e  halier' ■ opened 
on tho town. On tho uijthi, of the 01 li the army hegiui 
their approaches. Although operations m  re retarded for 
want of ammunition, on the morning of the fl+li tin sap 
waa carried near the foot „f the glacis ; and by noon, two 
breaches, but far from practicable, war • when, to
the great surprise of the English, o. flag of truce appeared, 
and the place was surrendered. Not three men had been 
lost to the garrison, and they might have hold out ten 
days longer, before tho assault by storm could have been

'* Emm Gingoe Lally withdrew the French trer>i s to Val- 
d .„ both to prevent the English from taking post, between 
thou, and Pondicherry, and to protect the districts to tho

' Go2 x
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from, which alone provisions could be obtained. 
ci.atCiv. T lie difficulties of Lally, which had so long been great,
" 1760. no'7»PPr°aohing to extremity. The army was abso-

u eiy without equipments, stores, and provisions, and he 
was destitute of resources to supply them. He repaired 
» i o r f c b f r j  to demand assistance, which he would 

n2! b.elieve that, the governor and council were unable to 
a ord. 1 Ie represented them ns embezzlers and peculators; 
and there was no imputation of folly, of cowardice, or of 
i ishonesty, which was spared against him in return.

, . proceed with the reduction of the secondary forts 
w no i the enemy bold in different parts of the province ; 
to straiten Pondicherry, and, if  sufficient force should not 
arrive from France for its relief, to undertake the reduc-

was evacuated about the same tim e: on Urn a,” . of th e  
sumo month Irmcomalce surrendered; the fort of p,,r 
mawsl was taken after some resistance in the beginning 
of March ; and Alamparva on the l-2th. Curical now 
remained the only station on the coast, except Pond! 
cherry m possess,,,., of the French ; and of this it was 
important to deprive them, before the shortly expected 
return of the fleet A large armament was sent from 
Madias and the officer wlm commanded at Trichinopoly 
was ordered to march to Carical with all the force which 
could be spared from the garrison, bally endeavoured 
to send a strong detachment to its relief; but the place 
inado a miserable defence, and yielded on the 5th of April 
before assistance could arrive. On the 15th of that month 
Valdore surrendered after a feeble resistance ; an did Chil- 
nunbanuu on the 20th. Cuddalore was taken about the 
fmino time, and several strong attempts by the enemy to  
regain it woro successfully resisted.

1 I.ally p.i/n (Tableau «Ui (’Expedition d.- I’In d r, p. 3 3  . ami a n
■’ -’ll Jo Mice. "  II pa* d o u ti'u x  qn* 'I IVnnetril *i; tu t i>.>rt* t*’“l 1,0 

!»•«' >■ tl*o b a lllo  . 1  W m id .-u nsh] %ur i* ..n d k h .'r y , 11 (Ten ff lt  i\ u d u  w a lt ro  
"  bni! jn n u .  II n ’y a v o lt  |»na ui» ttran* do n r .  d an s in ,,|a , , . i> " 
r  • • oi dri  v  t’f  mrin». <** .pi.; ie  iv .rni'- * »\ L a lly  c im d i.yn li d» ik n x  an a 

1 •- s ip u r  d* l.< y r i t ,  n ’avo i. in  p a  1c d ^ lcrn jfm  r h s  f u in u r u n  w u l
J '  11 ip I’ uj - i i, '. u l .r  i i a , t.. b a \ f  had  n o ■ .••m ryt!••» *»f th e  r x -

"  r» diii'i d M nt- - I II < 1 m u  li, and lio v  foTo It Would l a v e  Ico n  tn M rlh c  
*  • ’ -P blow a t t l 't  »cai o f  th e  co lo n y .

' GoW\
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ELY NEGOTIATES WITH MYSORE. 1ST

# **y the 1st of May the French army was confined to BOOK IV. 
bounds of Pondicherry, and the English encamped c iia i \  iv.

within four miles of the town ; the English powerfully re- --------—
inforced from England, and eluted with remembrance of 
the past, os well as hope for the future ; their antagonists 
abandoned, by neglect at home, to insuperable difficulties; 
and looking with eager eyes to the fleet, which never 
arrived. On the part of the English, Admiral Cornish had 
reached the coast with six ships of the line, beforo tho end 
of February : On the 25th of April Admiral Stevens, who 
now commanded in room of Pocock, arrived with four 
ships of the lino ; and on the 23d of A lay came another 
ship of the line, with three companies of the royal artillery 
on board.

As tho last remaining chance of prolonging tho strugglo 
for the preservation of the French colony, Lully turned his 
e^e-i towards the natives ; and taxed upon tho Mysoreans 
as the power most capable of rendering him the assistance 
which lie required. The adventurer Ilydcr Ali was now 
at the head of a formidable army, and, though not as yet 
without powerful opponents, had nearly at his disposal the 
resources of Mysore. Negotiation was performed ; and an 
agreement was concluded. On the one hand tho Mysorean 
cliivi undertook to supply a certain quantity of bullocks 
for t he provision of Pondicherry, and t.o join the Fieie-h 
will) •SUU ' 'A o c \  horse, anil 50UIJ S e p o y s .  On t h e  o i l i e r  
hand the 1' conch coiiMMitod to give the My uuma iinnio- 
cliiito possession of the fort oi Tlnngar, a must important 
stutioii, lumr two the pi in ,-ipal pa nos into tile (. urnntiot, 
at an easy distance from HnrainlutJ, about lift y miles E.S.K. 
from Pondicherry. Even Madura and Tinivelly wore said

1,0 promised, it' 1 such valuable allies the war
in the Carnatic were brought to a favourable conclusion.
Thin resource proved of little importance to the French, 
ddie Mysoreans (who routed however a detachment of tho 
English army sent to interrupt their march) were soon 
discouraged by wliat they beheld of the condition of the 
French ; and soon recalled by un eiucrgoiuy which deeply 
affected 1 lyder at home. I hey remained in the vicinity 
of Pondicherry about four weeks, during which time Lully 
had found it impossible to draw from them any material 
fcui'vioe ; and departing in the night, without his know-



^WQKlteTeflge, they marched back to Mysore. A few days Before 
1 >LU‘. n ' 1'lt'IJ'tlePart'irc six of the English Company’s ships arrived 

nan. n  T?1 g ting’s tr0°Ps to the amount of 600 men :
n 10 /-ml of Soptember, one month later, sovoral other 

s ups of the Company arrived, and along with them three 
su p s of war, and a portion of a Highland regiment of the 

mg, increasing the fleet in India to the amount of seven
teen sail of the line.

Lally had now, and it is no ordinary praise, during almost 
eight, months since tho total discomfiture of his army at 
\ andowosh, imposed upon tho English so much respect, 

as deterred thorn from the siege of Pondicherry; and, 
notwithstanding the desperato state of his resources, found 
means to supply the fort, Which had been totally destitute
l o n ° f n T ,,fl’ W,‘th a 1 ° ck Bufficic,lt l " the gar-11, , ;n fo. s eve r a l  months. A m i  ]„,  HtlU 1 ol V, I t o  vike 
a blow Wi nch might impress them with an opinion that 
he war, capable of offensive operations of no ineonsidn-able 
magnitude, lie  formed a plan, which hae been allowed to 
imhcatc both judgment and sagacity, for attacking the 
English camp by surprise in four places on the night of 
the 4th of September. But one of the four divisions into 
"inch his army was formed for the execution of the , nt, r- 
prisc, fell behind its time, and disconcerted the operations 
of the remainder.

A circumstance now occurred in the English army which 
affords another proof (we shall find abundance of thorn as 
wc proceed) of the impossibility of governing any country 
well Irani the distance of half the circumference of the 
tflobo. No government, which iind any regard to the 
maxims either of justice or of prudence, would deprive 
® M* authority a oommandor, who, liko Colonel Oooto, 
had brought a groat and arduous service to tho verge of 
completion, at the very moment when, without a chance 
of fuilure, he was about to strike the decisive Mow which 
■would give to his preceding operations the principal part 
of their splendour and renown. Yet the East India < Nou- 
piu»y, with*ait intending so roprehousiMe a conduct, ,ai^ 
fr'-iii their unavoidable ignorance of what alter rnnny 
'Mouthn was to be the state of uflhirn, hod sent out a coiu- 
,,UI with i he hi • r just arrived, for Major Monf-en the- 
mct o i i j n i d u i i d ,  to miper .cdc Coote. who was destined

(((I)? (er
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\ ^ S ^ - > TTACK U P0N I’ONDICIIEIiRY. C /J itL J
X^L'B^rigal. Mod son was indeed directed to make no uso BOOK IV.

Ids commission whil msiued upon the coast; ciiaimv.
but the spirit of Coote would not permit him to make any ---- ------
advantage of this indulgence ; and had he been less a man 1760. 
of sense and temper, had he been more governed by that 
boyish sensibility to injury, which among vulgar people 
passes for honour, this imprudent step of the Company 
would h a v e  b e e n  attended with the most serious conse
quences. When Coote was to proceed to Bengal it was 
the destination of his regiment to proceed along with him.
The Council of Madras were thrown into the greatest 
alarm. Mouson declared that if  the regiment were re
moved he would not undertake the siege of Pondicherry.
Coote consented that his regiment should remain, to en
circle the brows of another with laurels which belu.yvd to 
his own.

Around Pondicherry, like many other towns in Xl 
ran a hedge of the strong prickly shrubs of the country, 
sufficiently strong to repel the sudden incursions of the 
irregular cavalry of the country. As the position of the 
French was contrived to give it whatsoever protection this 
rampart could yield, the first operation of Monson was 
intended to deprive them of that advantage. The attack 
\vu-\ indeed, successful; but through mismanagement on 
t hr part of some of the officers, the plan was badly exe
cuted ; and considerable loss was incurred. Among the 
rest, Monson himself was wounded, and >le
for ft time of acting in th# field. Colonel (.'ooio had not 
yet sailed for Bengal ; and M mson and tho Council joined 
in requesting him to rosurm the command. lie  returned 
to the camp on tho 2(>th of September, and actively pro
ceeded with the reduction of the outposts. When the 
ruins began, in the beginning of October, the camp was re
moved to an elevated ground ftt some distance from the 
town ; and during the rains no efforts were made, except 
thosc on tho port of the French, to introduce! provisions, 
and those on the part of the English, to frustrate tlmm 
attempts. About the beginning of December, the rains 
drawing to a close, preparations wore made for improving 
the blockade into more expeditions methods of reduction.
Several butteries were prepared, which played on the town 
from tho 8th to tho 30th of December. On that day a
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foj^/dreadful storm arose, which stranded three of the English 
cirAr. iv. ships in the road, and seriously damaged the greater part
----------  of the flee t; while it  tore up the tents of the soldiers,

17G1- and threw the camp into the utm ost confusion. Fortu
nately the inundation produced by the storm rendered it 
impracticable for the enemy to move their artillery, nor 
could the troops carry their own ammunition dry. The 
greatest diligence was exerted in restoring the works. An 
attempt failed, which was made on the 5th of January, to 
obtain possession of a redoubt still retained by tho enemy. 
But on the 12th of January the trenches were opened. 
The enemy wore now reduced to the last stage of priva
tion. Lally himBclf was s ick ; worn out with vexation 
and fatigue. The dissensions which raged within tho fort 
had deprived him of almost all authority: a very feeble 
r< dMftneo was therefore made to tho progress of the Eng
lish works. The provisions, which such arduous efforts 
had been required to introduce into the fort, had been 

out economy ; the importunities of Lelly t<> 
force away tho black inhabitants, who consumed the Moron 
of the place wit h so much rapidity, were rc• anted, till mut
ter wore approaching to the last extremity. While pro
visions for tome days yet remained, Lally urged the Coun
cil, since a capitulation must regard the civil as well as 
tho military affairs of tho colony, to concert general mea
sures for obtaining the most favourable terms ; and pro
cured nothing but chicanery in return. The device of the 
Council was to preserve to themselves, if  possible, the 
appearance of having had no share in the unpopular 
transaction of surrender, and the advantage, dear to their 
resentments, of throwing with all its weight the blame 
upon Lully. When at lost not two days’ provision# rc- 
luuined in the magazine.:, Lally informed ilium that he wu* 
reduced to tho m c >ity of delivering up tho militun 

for i ho civil affair* it real ml with 
I Ik ,it tO . sinli wavs hi Iheil power. Tow**'
tho close of day on the 11th, a coinuihwionor fipmn l ,li - 
lug* i her with tt.depiitation from the council, AppVOIU ‘ 
tli Eii' linli Tlio mininy oluimod the bum'll *** a
c u r lo l which liml >.e.m concluded hutwocn the l"’" .-rownil, 
wild which they iv|.iv .cnti'il aw pn eluding tin mi lr"ul l’ro‘ 
1“ ■!! i; imy i u|.itu!n1 it'll fur Hie town of I’oiidii. hei iy. Aw



\% sV jS5 J , PONDICHERRY SURRENDERED. H

XC^SSjrfite respecting that cartel remained still undecided, ROOK IV. 
Coote refused to bo guided by it, or to accept any other chaimv. 
terms than those of an unconditional surrender. 'J’heir — —— • 
compliance as ho concluded with sufficient assurance, 17ti1' 
tho necessity of their affaire rendered wholly indis
pensable. , ,,

On tho fourth day after the surrender, there arose be
tween the English c’ivil and military authorities a dispute, 
which, had tlio military been as daring as tho civil, might 
have boon attended with the most serious consequences.
Jli\ Pi got, tho Governor of .Madras, made a formal demand, 
that Pondicherry should be givou up to tbe Presidency, as 
tlio property of the East India Company. Coote assem
bled a council of war, consisting of tlio chief officers, both 
of tho fleet and tho army, who were of opinion that tho 
place ought to be held for tho disp >sal of the King. Pigot, 
with a hardihood which subdued them ; though, in a man 
without arms in his hands, toward men on whose arms ho 
totally depended, it might have been a hardihood at
tended with ri-<k ; dceluml that, unless Pondicherry were 
given up to tho lYe.iidunoy, he would famish no money 
for tho subsistence of the King’s troops or tlio Erouch 
prisoners. Upon this intimation tho military authorities 
submitted.

Two places in the Carnatic, Tliingar, and tlio strong fort 
of Gingoo, still remained in posse -ion of tlio IVrueh.
Tlio gurriiioun, liowovor, who saw no hop - *d fell. 1. undo 
but a feeble reaiotunoo ; end on lie- oth ul April Cm . e 
surrendered, alter which tin- Eroiicii bad not a single 
military post in India : force on Mah6 and ile dopendup ■ 
cies oil tlio Malabar uuuat, had hem attached ami reduced 
bv a body of troops which tlio fleet landed in tlio month 
oi' January. The council of Madras lost no time in lowl- 
jjng tho town and fortifications of Pondicherry with the 
ground.1

Dreadful was tho fate winch awaited tho unfmtim ito 
I .ally, and important are the lessons which it read . I!y 
tln» I’uublu measures ut a weak aii'l dofuol-ivu guvi’i muont, a

1 Thin, u* Onnt* ftnnnrks. van m rutftlfntion ,,r l,v‘ <'• :;u o' thp i I'tirli
jv. n.incut, ■ tin- object «*f Hi- vv • ul ' •'•••'Ul-.uiilt,

j, | us,,: .x i.c aruuuuent ls.lL... -I. '.t a’.nrj \'.i i.
'•I 'h I ...timli. mill ili‘Irui’llou of ItoNr i. tll«>ni<*ni« Ip lb« rcnliuul*. n 
T'U \\
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series of disasters, during some preceding years, had fallen 
ciiAr.rr. upon France; and a strong sentiment of disapprobation 

—-  prevailed in the nation against the hands by which the
‘ • machine of government was conducted. When the total

loss of the boasted acquisitions of the nation in India was 
reported, tho public discontent was fanned into a flame : 
and the ministry were far from easy with regard to tho 
shock which it  might communicate to the structure of 
their power. Any thing was to be done which might have 
the effect to avert the danger. Fortunately for them, a 
multitude of persons arrived from India, boiliug with 

• * against. Lully, and pouring out the most bittar 
accusations, fortunately fur them, too, the public, swayed 
as usual by first appearances, and attaching the blame to 
the lean who had the more immediate guidance of tho 
d t.™ «d l£ V '  T h Lr *Ln had come’ appeared abundantly 

f  X  U t  u " m!n'Ktry “  th*  « ‘ion-t halh. The popular nnbg.uU.oi, was w,r, ,„lly , uUi- 
vat,.d ; and by one ot those acts of imposture and , ,1 W  
uf .vlnoh the history of ministries in all tt,o countries 
hurope affords no lack of instances, it was resolved to raj^o 
a screen between the ministry and popular hatred, bv tlm 
cruel end disgraceful destruction of Lolly. Upou w  
arrival 1:1 France, let was thrown into the Bastille • front 
the Bastille, as a place too honoimble for him he 
removed to a common prison. An accusation, consisting 
of vnguo or frivolous imputations, was preferred against 
him. Nothing whatsoever was proved, except that Ids 
conduct did not como up to the very perfection of pru
dence and wisdom, and that it did display tho greatest 
ardour in tho service, t ie  greatest disinterestedness, lulu- 
lity and perseverance, with no common share of military 
talent, and of mental resources. The grand tribunal of 
tie nation, tho parliament of Paris, found no difficulty iu 
seconding tho wishes of the ministry, and tho artificial '**/ 
of the day, by condemning him to an ignominious do»dh. 
tally, conftdeui iu his innocence, had novor ouev a"1 i''1" 
paied tho p" li'ilit v o f  any ntlier sentence than tb*d of 
mi honourable nopiittul. When it was read to him hi hia 
dun^c.m, ho him thrown into an agony ,f aaipiino and 
1,1 dijoin* '• mi ; ami t it l ing up a pair of •■•.inp'K- ' ■ "‘ith. 

he li i beta sketching a chart ol the Curozaaudel

(<( •  )ij . (CT
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X'<tSife£eendeavoured to strike them to his heart ; but his BOOK IV. 
arm Was held by a person that was near him. W ith inde- cum-. v- 
cent precipitation he was executed that very day. He was ■■■ ■“ —  
dragged through the streets of Paris m a dirty dung-cart; 1,ul-
and lest, he should address the people, a gag was stuffed 
into his mouth, so largo as to proje. t beyond hie hpo.
Voltaire who had already sigualized his pen by same 
memorable interpositions in favour of justice and the op
pressed against French judges and then- law, exerted him
self to espose, 1U a clear light, the real circumstances of 
this horrid transaction ; which Mr. Orme scruples not to 
oall “ a juim-der committed with the sword of justice.” It  
was (.ho son of this very man, who,under the name of Lally 
Tolendal, w as a member of the Constituent Assembly, and 
by his eloquence and ardour in the cause of liberty, con
tributed to crumble into dust a monarchy, under which 
acts of this atrocious description were so liable to happen.
Thus had the French East India Company, within a few 
years, destroyed three, the only eminent men who had 
ever been placed at the head of their alhiirs in India, 
Lubourdounais, Dupleix, and Lally. It did not long sur
vive this last display of ifs imbecility and injus' ice.'

CHAPTER V.
l ir e t  Xabobship n f Mrer ./a fter .— &rpeditiou u se ‘ ■’ the 

jSortharn Circars.— .-or* ■ AV .-if Son, aw*/ d - -  ...
()ud< and A !J  ah-tba-l. ,, : ■ - Ueugal.—<7t -a iwi;/hi the
OoivrnmeiU, ami is sue node J  b y  Mr. I a n .  . tart.— ./a lh r  
dethroned, and  -Veer Vasin set up .—Dis-j, ders by t/u pri 
rate Trade o f Company's Seruants.— IFur with Casim.— 
l h  is dethroned, and Jafier again set up .— War with the 
Jfabub o f Glide-—Death o f Jafier.— H is Son made nom i
nal X vw b .— Courts o f  Proprietors and Directors. - < "ire 
sent back to govern Bengal.

1 EFFECTIVE treasury is lh - grand and perennial A Bouroo of the difficulties which beset fhe sovereigns 
of India. Thi* evil pressed with poculior weight upon

, 1 Km UIMO I f  M.--IH P "  lc C"m "- ;1, '••«> i " r1**> i . , ,i . n. j..iur Uutxy ; Ottu*\ vol. it.; (.imibn-l • >ol.alre, 1
1 eur 1’InUo, «t sur la Mort <lu Comte Ac Ud*y.
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V ^ fi0s£^ V -  M«er Jafficr. Before the battle of Plassy, which rendered 
cllAr~ A ~ “ lni “ Ubahdar, his own resources were scanty and precari- 

1757 ° lu; 'rhe’ liberality of Aliverdi, the expence of his war 
with the Mahrattas, and the ravages of that destructive 
enemy, left in the treasury of the province a scanty inhe
ritance to Suraj-ad-dowla, The thoughtless profligacy of 
that prince, even had his reign been of adequate duration, 
was not likely to add to the riches of the state. To pur
chase the conspiracy of the English, Meer Jaffier, with the 
prodigality of Eastern profession, had promised suras which 
lie was altogether unable to pay ; the chiefs whom he bad 
debauched by the hopes of sharing in bis fortunes, wore 
impatient to reap the fruits of their rebellion; and the
P*y 0< ,* arnopa wm deeply Ju arrear, Iu U.........liroum-

' ' " o -  il.lo f„r any man to yield
H  I T 7  0,,u' aclll:r "f M,* ' ' J ,tli» r ™  HI caleii •l.d d lot Uppioaolllug to that point of porfoctiem

In with a view to 1.1,„ attainment of
■' ' " UU ° ’,UUJ’ 1111 trend-., si Iilon,

flinl it iiiinvoidiililn to perforin ; and cmiuta jn .......  M| i'"̂ ’
w-ith a well-grounded rnrt.idnty, upon sending u ,,i '
nlile jwirt. at least of that for which ho had engaged. T, 
A,‘ "J 'lidtici' tlio ntniidin. .H with which the English 
to til, untiiial Stipulations appeared, for a time, the arti-
1 " “<UIV {  vl oullulllB "1‘" pi'clract m  accommoda- 

P ' [ Ith" rendering it more n d v .m tn ™
iin u tu  bribes to defeat public ends, in Oriental political 
"" vu'-' "v sultlt,u> W’orked in vain, were applied with some 
perseverance. When he found the rigid fulfilment of the 
' ■ enungi-mcntH to tin English, still peremptorily mid 
ur,< utly claimed, he was not only surprised but , x,upe
nded ; mill began to hope, that some favourable e v e n t  
iviinld deliver him from sneli obstinate uud trouble Vline 
osaouiates.1

The English were not the parties against, win mi his 
nnimOMliM wnro first displayed. Aliverdi Klmn. awiiro of 
t f  • reliullioim mi l turbulent spirit wliinl, alnmel nlwayn 
reigned among those udventurers from Ij-aii and d'uran, 
ivlio monly rose to ihe chief command in tli" armie,.
<'l ih" Mohainme I ni | n m ,  in Hindnstnn. Imd adopted

’ f,,lv* • >- M* V lilt! IV  p C f  .1 of r .  I;. In I .'•'•I, ;

/ " I



y U  ^ I ’RPCEEWNGS OF MEEK JAFFIER. V 3 y  I

policy of bringing forward the gentle, tUo BOOK fv . 
Ieft£enrsfpri3ing, and less dangerous Hindus. And lie had chap. v. 
raised various individuals of that race to the principal — — — 
Places of power and emolument under his government. 11 j7.
Of Eamuarain, whom ho intrusted with the important 
government of Berur, the reader has already received 
information. Dooloob Barn, another Hindu, held tho 
grand office of Dewan, or Superintendent of the Finances.
That celebrated family, the Sets, of Moorshodabnd, who 
by merchandise and banking had acquired the wealth of 
Princes a n d  often aided him in his trials, ware admitted 
largely to share in his councils, and to influence the ope
rations o f  his government, Alivcrdi had recommended 
the snino policy to Suraj-ad-dowla ; and that prince had 
met with no temptation to depart from it.1

Moor .faffier was placed under tho dropout ohlignt innx tn 
Dooloob Hum. When he was convicted of mnlvomitinn in 
Ills ollii'c, and stood in disgrace with his master, it was 
tJooloub Ham who had made his ju-uv.’ In the lain revu- 
luiltiit, Dooloob Hum had espoused his interest •. when iho
m»(1»111111• i« *.»f t h a t  in in l a l c r ,  a n d  h iu  lo m iiitU lt l  o f  l iv iu m r c ,

n,iMW 1i.no uuuft'i roil the prize* ujion auothur chief.
W hi>(hi i ],o  dica>lcMl U io  povvui' o f  t h o  1J im lu  o u im c x iu i i ,
0r " ik btiiimiuti'il with u tlesire of their wetiith, Mcui

VPMolvoil I'* "I uni l flw'Ul ; a t l ' l  w i t h  I »• ' ll It' ll •,
«us t.h «* m o n t p o w e r fu l  in d iv id u a l ,  it  w iw p n id o f i t  t n  I" in  
J .It! to  PO Lilt! d»’|i;U‘t l l n '  o f  ( . ! | i \n, h o  | r id  r. m i n i m i s ' d  I ’ h h i 'iU ii 
s m g , t h e  G o v e r n o r  o f  M k ljia p u rc , .o e l  lieu,L o f  t i e  H pv- 
o ffioe , to  r e p a i r  to  th o  c a p i ta l  In  s u s h i  i foi  th e  a  i n  a r s  o f  
ll in  g o v e r m o u u t  ; h o t  t h e  e u u t io o f  l l i o . l o ,  a l ru u i ly  u lu r im ’d , 
e v a d e d  t h e  m a n d a te  b y  s e n d in g  tw o  o f  h i s  r e l a t i o n s .  T h o  
N a b o b — so  b y  t h o  E n g l i s h  n o w  w a s  . l a th e r  s ty le d ,  t h r e w  
b o t h  in t o  p r i s o n  ; a n d  e a s i ly  r e c o n c i le d  C liv e , b y  in f o r m 
i n g  h im ,  t h a t  Ram r a m s  m g  w a s  a n  e n e m y  t o  t h o  E n g l is h ,
tu u l h o d ' b e e n  th o  a g e n t  t h r o u g h  w h o m  t h e  e o r re .q io i id .  o c o  
between Suroj-ftd-dowlft and Du tty bad boon carried on.
A close connexion had long subsisted between Kami.uu- 
s>ug and Dooloob Bum ; and the latter, to whose sagacity 
the designs of Juftiur were not a secret, regarded tho pn 
sent step us a preliminary part of the plan which was luid 
f°r his own destruction.

' u. hJ. * Sv«r MuthUlurefn, H. 8.
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BOOK IV. Meantime opposition began to display itself in various 
c h a p . v. parts of the provinces. The Raja of Midnapore took arms 
— “  upon tho news of the detention of his relatives: an insur-

17°7' ruction in favour of a son of Screffraz Khan, whom Aliverdi
deposed, was raised at Dacca: in the province of Poorania, 
the dewan of the late government had raised a creature of 
his own to the chief command: and Jaffier had resolved 
on the removal of Rainnarain from the province of Berar. 
Colonel Olive found tho means of reconciling Ramramsing; 
and, with the assistance of the English, the insurrection 
at Dacca was easily quelled. But when tho troops were 
drawn out to proceed to Poorania, they refused to march, 
without payment of their arrears. Clive was preparing to 
join Hio Nabob; but his troops, with the prize-money 
distributed among them in consequence of the battle of 
Pla^y, had indulged in such intemperance, that many of 
?ZLE'a T T ?  W  dk'd’ '* atU1 **••*« Proportion wore
f , ,u;; was, n"‘ bi° to i^ °before the 17th of November.

Tho Nabob’s troops were ordered to march on the Oth 
of October. Partial payments, and other moans o f  0 
coining their disobodicnco, ware employed till the Ttli o f  
Nov ember, wlien the Nabob repaired to the eatnp jj’ 
sooner hud lie left the city, than his sou Meeran, who w s 
to act us Oovcrnor, distributed intelligence that a confedr 
vaev «M loriucd, under tho authority of the Emperor at 
Delhi, between Eaiunaraia, the Subahdar of Oude, and 
Dooloob Ham, to raise to the government of Bengal the 
son of a younger brother of Suraj-ad-dowla.1 * Ho then 
commissioned a band of ruffians to enter in the night tho 
palace of the widow Aliverdi, with whom tho mother of 
Hmuj-nd-dowla. and grandmother of the prince, resided. 
They murdered the child, and sent tho two princesses to 
Daeoa. The Nabob, who denied all participation in I lie 
action, rei oWod from the Knglinh, nays Mr. Orme, ” no 
reproftohea.”3

1 Onnc. ti -■ u ('lite , liiiwcvc;-(R. i'it t , Ht mijira, and tlw •nth'’*' ° f  the
v l .i i .A  i; on 'l l .  8 .1, both wuv tlint the murtlert.il in in,-. -*ni .1 brother o f SttTiii- ittl (lowta.

’> Iik m .'dii U ii • doubt tli ii innnytit*a*.on«1i1« wr.ijp. wpit  ̂ • 1 ilnjtMir .loin, i ; i aiini liiQf *(ii i li> , .-(. .an il, \rlit. || xvkp nut - ,hv .miU'- .i (r„?n I 
' - l (•: I, | . ,i '•' Cl' '‘.liv Uig mu', lit-. • • r .i# a,in. cxi'laln. II M" y *1" not .■ *1111111 of tlici,- .tu.-i

1'" ii 1 ty , 're riimn-.cii, that although acme ». cm. t uirodiy arc ttnques-

!
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^SjClig^arriveJ at Moorsliedabad on tho 26th of No vein- BOOK IV. 
bor, wliero Dooloob Ram, who, under pretence of sickness, c h a p . v . 
bad refused to accompany Jatlior, remained with iris — “  
troops. On tho 3d of December he joined the Nabob at 1"l‘‘ 
Raj Malil. Cuddum Hussun, who had long boon an asso
ciate in the pleasures of Jafher, was destined for tho 
government of P o o m n ia a n d  some days had olapmd 
•since he c r o s s e d  tho river into that province with a body 
of troops. The terror inspiied by tin' Nabob’s army, Die 
intrigues which Cuddum Ilussun, by means of letters and 
spies, waa able to raise in the enemy’s camp, together with 
tho rawness of the insurgent troops, made them tuko flight 
and disperse, upon the very approach of Cuddum Hussun; 
wli > took quiet possession of the government, and began 
immediately to gratify his avarice by the severest ex
actions.

The mind of tho Nabob, now tranquil on account of 
other quarters, turned itself to the more arduous proceed
ings which it  meditated in Bahar. Clive perceived his 
opportunity, and refused to proceed with hitn, unless all 
the sums duo upon the agreements witli the English were 
previously discharged. No payments could be made with
out Dooloob Run. A reconcilement, therefore, was neces
sary ; and, Clive undertaking for his security, Dooloob 
Rarn joined tho camp with 10,000 troops. Twenty-three 
lacks oT rupees wore now due: orders woro signed upon 
the treasury for one half ; and tunes a s, that is, orders to 
the local receivers to nuiku payment out of the iru  lilies 
as they come in. wore granted on uertnin di.-li ietu lor i lie 
remainder.

( live, however, now stated, as objections to tho removal 
of ltamnaraiu ; the strength of his army ; tho probability 
that ho would receive assistance from the Subahdar of

I M  wti must notasam* t.. all that is iiv i lied liy Uie ........ . • i
s-r  Mill Alum 11 IS,thrill licsit.it i. ui. M- 11111I Hie oilier mcini.r. • •( hi.
2!;„11,: , in,j i,..m  Uillrnam will, Mir .Ijfflcr and Ins sun M o m  11,.; r k a i tn n i  i.(
U o L r 'r  in d  vJuV.shiU mo w ngainely  ontlelpMed ^ ta g t . i s h . - . l  K  I .wt .to not -KAI tin-, I. mtroin.l iv.i.i 'io.lmii.p.
Hint ur.lurf-d nut to apn tm rli M nraladnllld. Ilie outliur h tm u  II utlvi n inh .
V!?  ! m t o  iv ilh '  Kauinnr-un uni , II t im b e r. , l .m  I. r , . ,u, o M ..t  cl 
UwilUi, MIL Nftirnl.. [tu- rtficuuneitt thu* indued, ymr *dc.-. «U I»l* nattoo*

' ,J1. 1!“ '! !i'k ” !im'""Iin'er-v re la tion : but tlic uutlu r . I t i e  ttc. r M u U k ta iec u  
<» Ml. 1, 1,„ la d  belter I .r ./u n il l lr '  '( Kin n il. ■ - ••. be w u  only the  sou. by 
4  '•""ini ..0 ,  Of »  UI.U1 w ho Inal m arried Jadler'r. in te r .



Oudc; the likelihood that the English would he recalled 
. iiAi-. v. ty tlie defence of their own settlement by the arrival of
---- ——  the French; and the danger lest Hamnarain should bring

1758. an army of Mahrattas to his aid. Jaffier was not willing 
to oppose directly an opinion of Clivff; and offered to ac
cept his mediation; reserving in his mind tko use of every 
clandestine effort to accomplish his own designs. The 
army began its march to Patna ; and was joined by llama- 
rain, after receipt of a letter by Clive, assuring him, that 
both his person and government Bhould be safe. The in
tended delays and machinations of the Nabob were cut 
short, by intelligence that the SubaIldar of Oude, with tbo 
Preach party under if . haw, and a great body of Muhratta 
borne, was about to invade the province; and by the actual 
arrival of a Mahratta chief, who camo in the name of the 
principal Muhratta commanders to demand the arrears of 
clmut amounting to twenty-four lacks of rupees, which 
"vie ( ue from Bengal. These events produced a speedy 
accommodation with Ramnarain. The Nabob i n d e e d  
u-.ed various efforts to remain boliind the English', in order 
to defeat the securities which that Governor had obtained 
Rut C'livo penetrated, and disappointed his designs. Ho 
even extorted from him another grant, of no small import- 
ancc to the English treasury. A loading article in tho 
European traffic was tho salt-petre produced in Bengal 
tho whole of which was marie in the country on the other 
side of the Ganges above Patna. This manufacture had 
in general been farmed for the benefit of the Government; 
and Clive saw the advantage of obtaining the monopoly 
for the English. He offered the highest terms which tho 
government hod over received; but tbo Nabob knew bo 
could not demand from the English t.hc regular presents 
which ho would derive from a renter placed at his mercy; 
he was not, therefore, incline!.! to tho arrangement; but, 
after a variety of objections, the necessity of his circum
stances compelled liim to comply.

Olive got hacktoMoorshodabod on tho 15th of May ; and, 
on the same day, roccivod intelligence from the c o n s t  o f  
< .roiimlldel of the arrival of the French fleet, and of the 
niditnieivc first engagement between it and the English. A 
bn. nit to the line which governments commonly rnske of 
the' - mi, he, nec of tho events of wur, “ Clive spread,'1

(*(#)*) (ct
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X^KjSQpWni^ “ the news lio received, as a complete naval BOOK IV 
vfctoryj two of the French ships sunk in tho fight, instead chap. v. 
of one stranded afterwards by a mischance; the rest put — —  
to flight, with no likelihood of being able to laud tho 1758t 
troops which they had brought from Pondicherry.’’

On the 24th Clive departed from Moorshedabad without 
waiting for the Nabob- On the 20th of June, a ship ar
rived at Calcutta from England; and brought along with 
with it a commission for new modelling the government.
A council was nominated consisting of ten; and, instead 
of one Governor, as in preceding arrangements, four weio 
appointed, not to preside collectively, but each during 
three months in rotation. The iuconvenienoe of this 
scheme of government was easily perceived. “ But there 
was another cause,” says Mr. Orme, “ which operated on 
opinions more strongly. Colonel Clive hod felt and ex
pressed resentment at the neglect of himself in the Com
pany s orders, for no station was marked for him in the new 
establishment.” Convinced that he alone had sufficient 
authority to over-awe the Nabob into tho performance of 
his obligations, the council, including the four gentlemen 
who were appointed the governors, cumo to a resolution 
highly expressive of theirown disinterestedness and patriot
ism, hut ful I of disregard and contempt for the judgment and 
authority-,f their superiors.1 This high legislative act of 
tiie (. ompany they took upon them to set aside, and, with 
one accord, invited Clive to accept the undivided office of 
President. With this invitation ho. assure:! 11 , that '* ho 
hesitated nut one moiuunl to comply.’’-

I \ir.  S w.ifton ( I t ' l l '.•! i • >11 t ' i ' ■ : \ > r m u - -1 ' .\ c  of ImloMan, p.  11 ft i «■ «. .
«  \ t  tlif? orihb, when inilitury virtu. ttml uim ii.hu-;. v.-tc um fc i inun v 

nry , the D irectors, « lh itb -tl h v  m  p u t  m.-v.s ..in . u *  u . c  -- v.
r* nuly < 1 I tlifin  no honour, ' u t i . . .  uni. .t-nuiir In tin 11 JinU m .-n t... to nj - 

four (.uvern. rs of licnR.il,» • -  v.-.n vu ■ i-.i.r u.. t v , nu.l left C. 1 
[•live uutlrelv out oi this Ust. T he ubsu n i.tyo t a n h  a -icm w ,\ . tou ic-nur. ut

tl‘-Id!.' rtJ w,,s'VuMli'lil tV of disregard or eonleuipl, hmvi v. v p r ih. ir nupci I •:
T he mim ll. In wrilinic to C in e . their belief » .h at 1- ,d their ••mpl
lH-en appi i»cil *>f the present M«U - f  uffnira in lk.nK«). th«y " -u i.l  !» »'•- Miu • a 
inn i.rvsKlcutihlp in muuo one person, a* u i  .-t am i t . .  -i moil., a  oi .o u -  
il ii t.liif rhnr concerns " Anti thm lh‘ > »Jtl r.jMtly jink. . .«• ’ • im m

f . . r ,i • ... . U p - n i r  d o r  i .
iMluii'il c iiv o  U1 «I|« suilioii of (lo'-ernor. I.i -, .3 a -j u  .

■j p. , •  ■ - i I " ••I'-i- » " • 1 •. ' ' '.
Mi. ii.it 1 licit» ft m  nil oilU« i.t to « Imm . n ik  1 11 11 "*
•I. i t. . re liitoU  v tUnu, remarkable : -r h.- « it . II. n .un tn.'it fni-nutr
hilh, -v ,u«! i\ Jiiil«.ii\v of pro f i t  ii'"- ■ ' Ih- tl- '• 1 I ,,n ’ l.v Niiimi,
hill. /,.; ’ \v iu ic fho lU-miQfl of the Nabob and ol Clive -were at lA tna, he wa«

Vo L. in. 0
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BOOK-TY. In the mean time considerable events wero preparing at 
c h a p . v .  Moorshedabad. On the approach of Olivo and Dooloob

1758. v T n’ J;,eerat* llad thrown the city into violent agitation, 
by quitting it with demonstrations of fear, summoning all 
the troops anil artillery of the government, and giving it 
out as lus intention to march for the purpose of joining 

is father. Clive wrote with much sharpness to the 
i dibob; and Meeran apologized in the most submissive 
strain. Though inability to discharge the arrears due to 
the troops, who could with much difficulty be preserved 
iiom tumults, compelled the Nabob to delay his proceed- 
mgs, ho was impatient for the destruction of Dooloob 
, , * “ verity of his despotism increased; and he 
declared to one of his favorites, who betrayed him, “ that 
if  a renob foroo would eome into the province ho would 
assist them, unless the English released him from all thdr 
cairns of money territory, and exemptions.'' Vmong 
the Hindus, who had risen to high employment um W th f 
encouraging policy of the late Subahdam, was Nu,.corner 
wlu> acted as Governor of Hoogly at tlie time of Smuj-id’ 
dowlas inarch against Calcutta. Nuncomar l.ud followed 
the armies to Patna, and, as conversant with the details of 
he revenue was employed by Dooloob Bam. When the 

difficulties of obtaining payment upon the tuneaws granted 
to the English began to be felt, ho proffered his assistance 
and, if supported by the government of the Nabob I ’ 
sured the English, that he would realize the sums ’ ]f0 
was vested with such authority as the service appeared to 
require; but os hecxpected not to elude the knowledge of 
Dooloob Kum, in the practices which ho meditated, for 
raising out of his employment a fortune to himself, ho re- 
ftohci to aaoood the darigns of the Nabob for the removal

o n e  itn y  n r v n iH v lu . t lio  N n ix 'b  o f  h a v in g  p e r m it t M  a  f r a y  Irn tw ocn  m im e o f  Id* 
atm li. ■ u iu i • >n«r . t (.’ l i r e 's  “  I t  c h a n c e d ."  v « ) *  the a u t h o r  o l t h e  Mer.r 

'I n -  ik lm r o '- n . it . I ll ,  -  th a t  M ln -n  S ln -m *r« ld ln  h l i n o  l f  m u d ,. hi- n m ,. ii r n m c  a t  
t h a t  vi-1 y  n o  tn. m  it u d A  m  fu l l  d u r b a r  « m l In th e  h u ll  ot n o d lo n ro . ’* h«t 
.NnwuU ll\< d !,,« ty<M u p o n  h im , a n d  *.j,oltc a  few t lm t v m . e d  n> l - i n t e r

'r p n in u m l  • r L> - i l . l  h r , • y o u r  |;vop le  h a v e  h a d  it h . , . l t |, t , „  ( 'id "iid '-t  
" 1" >'*>ir h .i i...iir  to  h .ru v»ho It th .if  r . i l i ' i : 'I • IIV'. u n i in  „ i.ut •» •to u t

Ii*h . h..H m * ,t . .1 l.lio  r  M l.o rd  • . mIi.*    m l  tin  M n -i. t ,.t«!nM n p
•onnolljr, M.d »| no ding 1x.lt ..prlyhl l*foti» him 1 M« t„ i »*dh thn
a I "" ' "I* • i:-l II). Ill III" Iiiiir: UK;, hllh.'iit m thin, Ihrt'fl I'fO-

l" his V. • • t n-l. • Ih w then LOUld t be <lunin rnniiuh. 'tier liial,
’ ; *•“> wiih il . rider lilftuolf I ’ "

O rin r , II. a/>5.
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^''^fctHSi'vigilant Do wan. He persuaded tlie Sets to with- BO OK  IV. 
draw their protection from this troublesome inspector, by ohm", v . 

awakening their fears of being called upon for money, if  ——  
Booloob Bam withheld the revenues, and supplied not tho 
exigencies of the state. Ho assured the Nabob and M re
ran, that the English would cense to interfere in tlioir 
government if the money was regularly paid. Dooloob 
Bam took the alarm, and requested leave to retire to Cal
cutta, with his family and effects. Permission was refused, 
till he should find a sum of money sufficient to satisfy the 
troops. CJuder profession of a design to visit Colonel 
C'livo at Calcutta, tho Nabob quitted the capital; but 
undor pretence of hunting, remained in its neighbourhood.
On the second day after his departure, Meeran incited a 
body of the troops to repair to the residence of Dooloob 
Bam, and to clamour tumultuously for their pay. Tho 
English agent interfered; but as the troops were directed 
by Meeran to make sure of Dooloob Ram, the agent found 
great difficulty in preserving his life. Clive at last desired 
that he should be allowed, with his family, to repair to 
Calcutta; and the consent of tho Nabob was no longer 
withheld.

Within a few days after the return of tho Nabob from 
Calcutta, a tumult was excited in his capital by the soldiers 
of one of th o  chiefs, and assumed the appearance of being 
aimed a t  th e  N a b o b s  life. A  letter was produced, w h ich  
boro the character o f  a letter from  D ooloob It.on  to tho 
commander of th e  d iso rd e rly  troop s, m e ltin g  turn 1 u tliti 
enterprise, and a ssu rin g  h int t hat tin c -neurr- no I■ f t 1 ivo, 
and other leading E n glish m en , w as ob ta in ed . t '!i\  - ex
pected that the letter was a forgery of Jollier and Meeran, 
to ruin Dooloob Bam in tl « opinion of the English, ami 
procure his expuleiop from Calcutta; when his permit and 
wealth would remain in their power. All doubts might, lie 
resolved by the interrogation and confrontation of the 
commander, to whom the letter was said to be addressed.
But lie was ordered by the Nabob to quit his sorvie., was 
way-laid on his departure, and assassinated.

in the mean time advices had arrived from the Presi
den cy at Madras, that Inrl"t. David liu.l yielded, that, a 
"ivund engagement had taken plane between the Hoots, 
that the Evouch army was before Taujoro, that M, liussy

*

m (ex
\  . ^  HOCEEWINGS OF MEER JAFFIER. L / l L i



(fiT
HISTORY OF BRITISH INDIA. i j l j

on his march to join Daily: and the most earnest 
chap. v. solicitations were subjoined, that as large a portion of the 

troops as possible might be sent, to afford a chance of 
° ' S S ” *®8 tlle ruin of tl10 national affairs in the Carnatic.

. one,’' says Orme, “ doubted that Madras would be 
besieged as soon as the monsoon had sent the squadrons off 
the coast, if  reinforcements should not arrive before.” 1 
Clive chose to remain in Bengal, where he was master, 
rather than go to Madras, where he would be under com
mand ; and determined not to lesson his power by sending 
troops to Madras, which the Presidency, copying his ex
ample, might forget to send back. An enterprise, at the 
same time, presented itselfj which, though its success 
would have been vain, had the French in the Carnatic pre
vailed, bore the appearance of a co-operation in the strug
gle, and afforded a colour for detaining the troops

One of the leading Polygars in the Northern Cirears 
fixing his eye upon the advantages which he might expect 
to dom e from giving a new master to the provinces com
municated to tho English in Bengal his desires to co-opo 
rate with them in driving out the French, while Busiv was 
involved in a struggle with the brothers of the Subahdar 
The brilliancy of the exploit bad no feeble attractions for 
the imagination of Clive; and after the recall of Bussy to 
Pondicherry, he imparted his intentions to the Council.
I lie project met with unanimous condemnation 2 But 
Clive, disregarding all opposition, prepared his armament 
It consisted of 500 Europeans, 2000 Sepoys, and loo Las
cars, with six field-pieces, six battering cannon, one howitzer, 
and one eight-inch mortar. This expedition, commanded 
by Colonel Fordo, was destined to proceed by sea; but 
the altercations in tho council, which the disapprobation 
of l.lit! measure produced, and the delays which occurred 
in the equipment of the ships, retarded its departure till 
tho end of September. ’

1 Ortnc say*. ( i l .  3T3), “ Clive did nut entertain a m in n lv  that It wmiM**-** 
t .1. -m whilst It h.id i>ri>vlsitin ».' lJut Clive h im -elf miy„ • irrtpnri ut Mii'rui,
• Nothin/vtM-d Mn.lrMfr.mi -l.«i t:.. the futn of Furl St. f>n\ lil. tiiit ilmtr 11 
1 r. id h] want of money, which gave tiino furMremjthenlni' and ruinA'r*'lnit tho

Ormr only »<ty«fll 3*141, "  1’lir* in*«'uiv '’ fti ton rlgm-um fo I*1 n*.< 
whhr t., nil Iho iiumoImm , ,-r Hit- . «uuii'll." »»t ( ! |h P h lii.- lf W *  ( Ilc»|M*rl.
•" ’ l l.' . tlu l If undertook It, •• contrary to tliv m, himtiou •'» >*1’ *c>*U*nflt,. i|

'  ‘iriia , U. '4CU—2n7, and Uftv JMUt Seor Mutaklinro* n, U. 4-

#
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\ . \  ^ S ^ e Ah t ION UNDER COLONEL FOKDE.

^ x ^ ^ iv t^ S O th  of October Colonel Fordo disembarked at BOOL IV. 
vTzSgjijTatam, and joined his troops with those of the Raja CHA1’-V- 
■Anunderauz • at whose instigation the exploit was under- 
taken. It was oxjx^ctod, that this chief "would fcfFonl 
money for the maintenance of the troops ; and hence but 
a small supply of that necessary article was brought from 
Bengal The Raja was in the usual state of Rajas, Nabobs,
Subahdare and E m pero rs in India; lie was reputed by the 
English immensely rich, while in reality ho was miserably 
X > o o r :  he was, therefore, not very able to provide the sums 
expected from him ; and still less willing. The delays by 
which ho contrived to elude the importunities of the 
English were highly provoking; and by retarding their 
m ovem ents, threatened to deprive them of all the great 
advantages of rapidity and surprise. A sort of treaty was 
at last concluded by which it was agreed that, excepting 
the seaports, and towns at the mouths of the rivers, the 
conquered country should all be given up to Anundorauz, 
upon the condition oi his advancing a certain monthly 
sum for the maintenance of the troops.

M. Conflans, who had been sent to command the French 
troops upon the recall of Bussy, had concentrated his 
forces about Rajatnundri; towards which the English and 
and the Raja directed their march. The force, whicli re
mained under the command of Conflans, after the depar
ture o f  tile troops which were recalled with Bussy. was 
still considerably superior to that wliieh hud nrri\rd with 
the English ; but when the truo|»s lor o il ie r  r- rvi. rs wore 
deducted, lie took the held against the English with num
bers nearly equal. A battle was brought on; and the 
French were completely defeated ; they were not only 
stript of their camp, but find from Rajamundri.

During the battle, the Raja and his troops remained 
cowering in the hollow of a dry tank, which protected 
thorn from shot. After tho battle all his operations were 
tardy ; wliat was worse, no money could bo extractud from 
him ; all the cash which had been brought from Bengal 
was expended ; and during fifty days, when advantage 
might have been taken of the want of preparation ou tho 
part of the enemy, and of the dejection arming from I heir 
defeat, tho English were unable to move. At last, by a 
new arrangement, a Small sum was obtained from the Raja;
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BODirtv. the troops wore put in motion, and on the 6th of February 
c h a p . v . arrived at Ellore or Yalore, where they were joined by the 
— ——  Zemindar or chief of tho district.

Conflana had no longer confidence to meet the English 
in the field, but withdrew to defend himself in Masulipa- 
tam, the principal fort, and principal station of tho French, 
on that part of the coast; while he urged the Subahdar of 
the Deccan to march to the defence of his own territories, 
the French being occupants under his authority, and 
subject to his law, while the English intended to wrest the 
country wholly from his hands. Tho views of tho cour
tiers of the Subahdar happened at the moment to coincide 
with his own wishes to preserve for himself the protection 
of the French, and he put his army in motion towards 
Mamilipatum.

1 his prevented not the English commander from 
hastening to attack tho place. Ho arrived on the 6th of 
March. The French treated his pretensions with ridicule. 
Mosulipatam, for an Indian town, and against Indian 
means of attack, was of no inconsiderable strength. Tho 
defenders within wore more numerous than the bosie- 
gors. A considerable army of observation was left iu the 
held. Tiie Subahdar, with the grand army of the Deccan 
was on tho march; and a roinforcement of Europeans was 
expected from Pondicherry. A sum of money for tho 
English had arrived from Bengal; hut the French army of 
observation rendered it dangerous, or rather impracticable, 
to send it to the camp. The English troops mutinied for 
want of pay; and it was with much difficulty, aud by largo 
promises, that they were induced to resume the discharge 
of their duty.

Three batteries continued a hot fire on three different 
parts of tho town, without having effected any consider
able damage, fr  eu tho 2.~*th of March to tho 6th of A p ril, 
when the situation of the English begun to wear a very 
threatening aspect. SuJabut. Jung was approaching : tho 
French army of observation had retaken Itujainnmh'i, and 
might effect u junction with tho Subahdar ; it w:m impos
sible fur the English now to retreat- by the way which they 
htwl < oino, or even to embark at MaMiilipatum with their 
eiuuiou a m i  heavy stores; the monsoon had begun ; tho 
mid.-vc< incut fi „m Pondicherry was expected ; and to
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c lw n  ^ h e  engineers reported that no more than two BOOK IV. 
< W  ammunition for the batteries remained unco.turned.
In these c i rc u m s ta n c e s  however apparently d. spum e,
Colonel Fordo resolved to try the chance of an assault.
The batteries were directed to play with the utmost acti-

* ?  " ” " " s  X w£ S « b t

of dancer w 11 to he in three places at once ; and the three 
divisions’of the army were to be on their respective 
grounds exactly at midnight. The struggle was expected 
to he severe ; from the superior numbers of the enemy, 
mid the little darnago which the works had sustained,
A  part of the army faltered considerably ; nor did all the 
officers meet the danger with perfect composure. They 
got, however, within the walls with comparative c 
where, being met by superior forces, they might have paid 
dear for their temerity, had not surprise aided their arms, 
and had not M. Oonflans confounded by uncertainty, and 
by various and exaggerated reports, after a short resistance, 
surrendered the place.

W ithin one week two ships appeared with a reinforce
ment. of 300 troops from Pondicherry. The Subahdav, 
whose arrival had been anticipated but a very few’ days by 
the fall of Masulipatam, found himself in circumstances ill 
calculated to carry on by liimsolf a war againat t he Eng
lish. He was anxious on the other hand, being now 
deprived of thy prete-h, to cultivate a friioelslop wild, the 
English, and to obtain IVnm ! i. 10 a  1* ly ut t re ■ j t o  pro
tect him again;-1 the dangerous ainbilton id' lies brother 
\iz a u l Ali, who, since the departure of Bu -V, had returned 

he head of a considerable body of troops, and 111 led him. 
with serious alarm. O lonel Eorde repaired to his camp, 
where ho was received with great distinction, and con
cluded a treaty, by which a considerable territory about 
.Masulipatam was ceded to the English, and the Subahdar 
engaged to allow no French settlement for <ho future to 
exist in his dominions. The French army of observation, 
which it was by the samo treaty stipulated, should cross 
the Kistutt in fifteen (lays, joined the army ol llossalut 
Jung, the elder brother of the Subahdar, who lmu accom- 
I'anii'd him on the expedition to the Northern Oircars>



IHiOferTV. and now marched away to the south. The two ships which 
c h a p . v. had brought tho reinforcement from Pondicherry, upon 
— —-  discovering the loss of Masulipatam, sailed away to the

1/.jD. north, and landed the troops at Ganjam. They made se
veral efforts to render some useful service, but entirely 
fruitless ; and after enduring a variety of privations, re
turned greatly reduced in numbers to Pondicherry.1

While the detachment from the army of Bengal was en
gaged in these operations, the solicitude of Clive was 
attracted by an enemy of high pretensions in a different 
quarter. Toward the close of the history of tho Mogul 
Emperors, it appeared, that the eldest son of the Emperor 
Aulumgeer II., not daring to trust himself in the hands of 
the Vizir, the daring Umod al Mulk, by whom the em
peror was held in a state of wretched servitude, had with
drawn into the district of Nujeeb ad Dowla, the Rohilla, 
who was an opponent of the Vizir, and a partisan of the 
Imperial family. At this time, the revolution effected by
the English in Bengal, tho unpopularity and disorders of 
Jaffior’s administration, and the presumed weakness of hie 
government, excited hopes in. the neighbouring chiefs 
that an invasion of his territories might bo turned to 
a-1 vantage. The imagination of Mohammed Koollee Khan 
the •Subnhdar of Allahabad, was the most highly elevated 
by the prospect of sharing in the spoils of the English 
Nabob. He was instigated by two powerful Zemindars 
tho Rajas, Sunder Sing, and Bulwunt Sing. And the 
Nabob of Oude, his near kinsman, one of tho most power
ful chiefs in Hindustan, joined with apparent ardour in tho 
design. The Nabob of Oude entertained a double purpose; 
that (if obtaining, if any thing was to be seized, as great a 
share its possible of Bahur or Bengal ; and that of watching 
his opportunity, while his ally and kinsman was intent 
upon his expected acquisitions, to seize by force or strata
gem tho foid of Allahabad. The influence of the imperial 
name appeared to thorn of no small importance in tl i war 
wit h Jaffa; r ; and os the prince, who I tail fled into K«>hii- 
ound, wu- soliciting them for protection, it was amviI to 
place him osteuaihly at tho head »>f tho enterprise Ihv 
paint ioiri were made; and the Prince, having obtained 
h'oiu tho Emperor legul investiture; as Suhiilular »>l Retn.;ill,

» Orui-, II. n : t—VjO, 472— 4'.»l, 654 ; W ilks, |>. C l .
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ATTACKS THE EMPEROR’S SON. iH F ! 1 i
Orissa, crossed tlig Owmmnassa, a river which BOOK IV. 

bounds the province of Bahar, towards the conclusion of c h a p . v . 
the year 1758. From the exhaustion of the treasury when 
Jaffier was raised to the government, the great sums which 1|59' 
lie had paid to the English, the difficulty of extracting 
money from the people, his own negligent and wasteful 
administration, and the cruel and brutal character of his 
son Meeran, Jaffier was ill-prepared to m eet a formidable 
invasion From bis own rabble of ill-paid and mutinous 
soldiers, 'ho was obliged to turn, arid place all his hopes of 
snf.-ty in the bravery and skill of the English, whom, 
before the news of this impending danger, ho had been 
plotting to expel. The English appear to have had no 
f o r e s ig h t  of such an event. By the absence of the troops 
in the Northern Circars, their force was so inconsiderable, 
and both they aud Jaffier needed so much time to prepare, 
that had the invaders proceeded with tolerable expedition 
and skill, they might have gained, without difficulty, the 
whole province of Bahar. A blow like this, at so critical 
a period, would have shaken to such a degree the tottering 
government of Jaffier, that tho incipient power of tho 
English might have despaired of restoring i t ; and a mo
mentary splendour might again havo surrounded tho 
throne of the Moguls.
} ^ ,0 march of the Prince and his confederates towards 

Patna placed Itauuiarain the Governor between twodreod- 
lul ores. r.» Jaffier ho neither fell. nor owed at taclimeut.
But, joining tho prince, ho risked every thine, if Jathor 
should succeed ; adhering to Jailo r, lie ti ted as much, if
th e  prince should  slice....1. The situ a tio n  woh calculated
to exercise Hindu duplicity and uddi'c,.-. An application to 
Mr. Amvatt, the chief of the English factory, was the first of 
Ids steps ; from whom as ho could receive no protection, 
ho expected such latitude of advice, as would afford a cu 
lour to any measures he might, find it agreeable to pursue.
It happened as ho foresaw. Mr. Amvatt informing him  
that the English would remain at I’atnn, if assistance 
should arrive; if not, would retire from tiro danger ; frankly 
and sincerely instructed him, to amuso tho prince as long 
as possible ; hut if all hopes of succour i hould fail, to pro
vide for himself as event* might direct. Hnuinaruin 
"tudlod to oouduot himself in such a manner as to be able

' Gô \
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AKJC^rlY . to  join with the greatest advantago the party for whom 
chap. v. fortune should declare. He wrote to Bengal importuning 
'— ~  f°r succour; and he at the same privately sent a messenger

1' 5'J' propitiate the Prince. He was even induced, when the 
English of the factory had retired down the river, to pay 
him a visit in his cam p; and the troops of the Prince 
might have entered Patna along with him. The oppor
tunity however was lo s t ; and the observations which the 
Hindu made upon the Prince’s camp and upon the coun
cils which guided him, induced him to shut the gates of 
the city when he returned, and to prepare for defence.

The hardihood of Clive was seldom overcome by 
scruples. I ot the Emperor Aulumgeer was legitimate 
sovereign of Bengal; and had undoubted right to appoint 
his eldest bon to bo liis deputy in the government of that 
province. To oppose him, was undisguised rebellion.' 
The English forces, a slander band, marched to Moor- 
shedabad, and being juinod by the best part of Jaflior’a 
troops, commanded by Mocrau, they advanced towards 
Patna ; where Ramnarain had amused the prince by mes
sages and overtures as long as possible, and afterwards op
posed him. Though the attack was miserably conducted, 
a breach was made, and tho courage and resources of 
Ramuaruin would have been soon exhausted; when in
telligence reached the camp, that tho Subahdar of Oudc, 
who was on liis march with an army tinder pretence of 
joining the prince, hod treacherously seized the fortress of 
Allahabad. Mohammed Eoollee Khan, by whom tho 
prince’s affairs wore conducted, and whose forces wore his

1 'Ilio prince, lT"lwell assure* ns (Morapriid, p . 2), ropeatedly offered to  
I iAnt il >• I ’i h*h tin ir u'Mi (> i hi ., .1 tin y would n l -t him in i >. .. .  rui# Ids 

" u t t h i i  »Mc luvtiCf lay. is r r ld u  • On whut side policy,
wli- Hot on tliul which • llv* rejected, or tlint which ho .:io,».\ In a m ote buMIo 
in fin ity .— \\

it  waa n o t a  t|in'«ii<<n o f p o lic y , h u t one o f  fo o d  fa illt . lty Ihc tr e a ty  v  dh  
H it duffle r, m  w e ll in tiy the n a tu re  n f th e ir  con n exio n  w ith  h im ,— t h c h  nith '1*1 
v .cri p le d .c il  to  it t him  fH'uhirt n il o in m lc s  w lir itc 'nr, o id u->\ o l l h c ' 1" '  
v e n u ir-  o f tin* l*i• \lnr« . w ..nld  h a ve  scrupled  to  con'ddt t tin- i.m jn t «• " "  
fil* II* ’ *' i lull, ‘ uuuht to dtfipof ifi them  t l  vhclr1 Su h ah •. I v, u, ir .n tftW * "
t h - t i n  '■ •' f  ■ ■ • -i 11 . < ’ I, < • t i ,, 1:10’ ri! .'ll, M llO At I li’ ’ % L’ i' ’ i’.f ... J
loru 'cr lil> i.itu  i i i . - i i  r. . nr. hi Im nr.red w ith  ul»' hov. ,.\ n  ,i o n . i l  MMiddm-l 
Is H tii'lh  t id e  t h e  ju e  < lit  I n s t i i lu c ,  fo r  t h e  '• *> 11 * " h i  v . i  * , , ( , « •  J '* *'
th o  I T iip n iu r In Ih In s  •!. |*ul> h i U r n g a l . a n d  «'■  <- liv e  |.|, .i, | |.. Hn * yu <  o
h im self, II.• • oninniuh ,ni. .. of hi* nmv. im -nU i-r |iiii’|H.-.-a ......................, . ’ 11
* *• 1111. On Ihc iflnli.' y the 1’rln • x tli.-iv ti..M ..| u „ n«U ' ' • I"*
**• • "Hid not plead, ll.r,vforc, tin I!ii. |hT».i *■ aud io ,h y  |,.« |,U  iiirill-don, «tl(I 
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'^ re'lsup port, resolved to march immediately for tlio BOOK IV. 
recovery or protection of his own dominions; and though cnar. v. 
1>0 was joined at four miles’ distance from the city by 
M. Law, who had hastened from Ghuttorpore with his 1|59- 
handful of F renchm en, and importuned him to return to 
Patna, of which ho engaged to put him in possession in 
two davs tho infatuated Naliob continued his march, and 
being persuaded by tho Subahdar of Oudo to throw him
self upon his generosity, was first made a prisoner, and 
afterwards put to death.

When Clive and Heeran approached, the enemy had 
already departed from Patna; and the unhappy prince, tho 
descendant of so many illustrious sovereigns, tho legal 
Subahdar of Bengal, Bahar, and Orissa, and tho undoubted 
heir of the throne, once among the loftiest of the globe, 
was SO bereft of friends and resources, that he was induced 
to write a letter to Clive, requesting a sum of money for 
his subsistence, and offering in requital to withdraw from 
the province. Upon these easy terms was Clive, by his 
good fortune, enabled to extricate himself from a situation 

of considerable difficulty. Itanmarain obtained, o r  it  was 
convenient to grant him, credit for fidelity; the Zemindars 
who had joined the prince hastened to make their peace ; 
and Clive returned to Calcutta in the month of dune.1

Tina was a fortunate expedition for Clive. So un
bounded was tho gratitude of Jaffiur, that after ol mining 
for his defender tho rank of an Ommli of the .unpini, lie 
bestowed upon him, under the title ol Jnglnre, tho whole 
of tho revenue or rent which the Cumpanv in quality of 
Zem indar, were bound to pay for tho te r rito ry  which they 
held round Calcutta. Tiro grant nmounled to tho ononuouu 
sum of 30.000L per annum. "Olive’s Jughire" is an ex
pression of frequent recurrence, and of considerable weight 
in tho History of India.

The Shazada (such was tho title by which the eldest 
son of the Mogul was then distinguished in Bengal) was 
thus fortunately repulsed, and Colonel Fordo with his 
troops was no less fortunately returned from the south,

1 K itti’u 111story *>f Bengal, p 379 -391 ; 8c«r M uiakliorom, t  ) II p a n  U.
T».4 q . i rniufcltu'a Sliuh A iiUiiii. n. H- I! ; I n - 1  Iti-p'rt o f tho Sc|,ot 

j „  1778 . I loin-oil's Mr mortal. p. 3 .— If
Yn tin. muv nr ndd«d I.ife nf riivc, in which Itamnaralu’a conduct U very 

rop’rfciwuted, 1. 410.-W .
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I J O O E  iV .  when the English were alarmed by the news of a great 
chap. ' • armament, fitted out by the Dutch at Batavia, and destined 
' fur Bengal- The Dutch were not then at war with Eng-

1 ' land, and being excited to cupidity by the lofty reports of 
the rich harvest lately reaped by the English in Bengal, 
possibly aimed at no more than a share of the same ad
vantages, or to balance before its irresistible ascendency 
the increasing power of their rivals. They had received 
encouragement, from Jaffier ; but that ruler, since the in
vasion of the Mogul prince, felt so powerfully his depend
ence on the English, that when called upon by the English 
for the use of his authority and power, he durst not 
decline. In the month of August a Dutch ship arrived in 
the river, filled with troops; and this was speedily fol
io'.. «1 by six morn, the whole having on board 700 Euro
peans, and 800 Malays. To attack without provocation 
the Ships or troops of a nation in friendship with this 
country, was not regarded by Clive as less than a hazardous 
Rtep. 1 he advantages, however, of standing without a 
rival m Bengal, outweighed his apprehensions ; he ob
tained an order of the Subahdar, commanding the Dutch 
to leavo the river; and, under pretence of seconding 
his authority, resolved upon hostilities. The seven ships 
ascended the river as far as a few miles below Calcutta 
and landed their troops, which were thence to march to 
the Dutch factory at Chinsura. Clive detached Colonel 
Forde with a force, consisting of 300 Europeans, 800 Se
poys, and about 150 of Jaffier’s Cavalry, to intercept them ; 
and at tho same time commanded three of the Company's 
ships, fitted out and manned for tho purpose, to attack the 
Dutch East Indiamen. Colonel Forde, by the dexterity 
and success of his exploit, converted jf into one of the 
most brilliant incidents of tho war ; and of tho 700 Eu
ropeans. not above fourteen were enabled to reach C.’liin- 
sura. the rest being either taken prisoners, or slain. The 
attack upon tho BhipB was equally successful after an 
engagement of two hours, six of thorn were taken, and 
the seventh wus intercepted by two English sh ip s" '1'0*1 
lay further down the river. After this heavy blow the 
Dutch, to pr- vent tlioir tobil expulsion from 1 i< ntfiilp were 
contented lo p p. themselves in the wrong, by paying tho 
‘ ;-peii'..e, of i I c war; and tho irregularity "! hiB inter-

('(Jfffi <slHISTORY OF BRITISH INDIA. J
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made Clive woll pleased to close the dispute, by ROOK IV. 
restoring to the Dutch their ships, with all the treasure chap. y.
aud effects. The agreement with the Dutch was ratified ■— ----
°n the 5th of December ; and Clive, who for some months ’ 'OO. 
had heen meditating return with his fortune to Europe, 
resigned the government early in February, and s die l 
from Calcutta.1

He left not the country in peace. Meeran, before he 
departed from Patna, the preceding year, had sown the 
seeds of a future war. Ho treated with injustice some 
officers of considerable rank and influence; and no sooner 
was he gone, than a confederacy was formed between them  
and some neighbouring Zemindars to support the Shazada 
in a fresh invasion. Intelligence of their designs had 
reached Calcutta before the contest with the Dutch was 
decided. And the Nabob of Poorania, whom Meeran had 
already endeavoured to cut off by treachery, laid taken 
the he'd, and was expected to join the Mogul prince.

Colonel CaUiaud had been called from the Carnatic to 
take the command of the forces in Bengal, whenCliv* and 

who meditated simultaneous departure, should sail 
lor Europe. He arrived with a reinforcement of troops 
towards the end of November ; and it wins necessary that 
ho should proceed to stop the menaced invasion without a 
•mor,', Ho left Calcutta with a detaohmout of

■ uopi uu.1} 10(H) >S<jiHvyy, and fifty artillery-mon. with 
six p'eees 1 cannon, and arrived at Mnorahodabu.l ,n, the
Zuth of December. He was joined li.v C'livi 'in the H Ili of 
January, who. having made los arr.uigt menis w ith the 
Subidniwr, o r  N a b o b ,  set ..at a f t e r  a w e e k  f.a- C a l c u t t a .
Gdliuud, being joined by 15,(Jim horse and foot, and twenty- 
five pieces of cannon, of the Nabob, under command of 
Meeran, resumed bis march on the 18th.

Ill the meantime, the Mahrattae, who had been in 
by the Vizir, Umad al mulk, to invade the provinces of 
(bide and Rohilcund, had been defeated ami obliged to 
fly ; while the powerful King of the Abdallocs was again

1 Mist import trom the Select t ' mimittee In 1773 ; It-I- . Mi v  , |.
DiH iatiiTs N e rre tlvc . f l i c  author o ( ttm St-or M m ul.li.ir, ■ m  n s  is  a r e a l ly  
s l ie r  i m ild l,c lire red 'o n  id  t'livu 'h  q u iltim t to e  tto rcn in n  m  a senthinMit . i s ’,
Oat in ,i ,,, him, who tit’ll unrlcr.ln . I tin- ple.oiinu nl Rioinniit . hut i niiiii 
ll,d .... i i y  conceive the passion o1 an Englishman to see Indited a prim ely 
r,*r l 'n ic  in hi', m n  cou n try .



B O O K  IV.' on Mg march for the invasion of Hindustan. Excited by 
c h a p . v. the approach of formidable danger, the Vizir, in a fit of 

——- exasperation or despair, ordered the murder of the Em-
,LI' peror, the wretched Aulumgeer ; and the news of this 

tragical event reached the Shazada, just as ho had passed 
the Oarumnassa into the province of Balmr. He was ad
vised to assume immediately the state and title of Em
peror ; to confer the office of Vizir upon Shuja-ad-dowla, 
the Nabob of Oude, and to confirm Nujeeb-ad-dowla in 
the office of Ameer ul Omrah. The majesty of the impe
rial throne, and his undoubted title, had an influence still 
upon the minds of men. It was now clear and immediate 
rebellion to resist h im ; and whatever guilt could bo 
involved in making war upon their rightful sovereign, 
must, be incurred by those who carried arms against him. 
The English lmd already familiarized themselves with the 
" l  a of rebellion in India ; and the considcrulim. of legiti
mate sovereignty, though the sovereign would have pur
chased their protection by unlimited grants, appears not 
to huvo excited a scruple in a siugle breast. The uuw 
dignity, however, of Vizir, called upon the Nabob of Oudo 
for some exertions in favour of his sovereign; and tho 
fascination of tho imperial title was still of force to collect 
around him a considerable army.1

The march of tho English was retarded by the necessity 
of settling terms with the Nabob of Poorunia, who had 
encamped on the left bank of tho river between Moor- 
shedabad and Patna, and professed a desire of remaining obe
dient to Jaftier, provided the English would engage for his 
security. This negotiation wasted seven days ; and in the 
meantime tho Emperor advanced towards Patna. Hum- 
niivuin, v. horn the sng.e ify of Alivordi had selected to ho 
deputy Governor of liahar, on account of his skill in 
matters of finance, was d. statute of military talents ; and 
considering Ins situation, under tho known hatred of 
Jitfltor, as exceedingly precarious, he. was unwilling to h*/ 
out any of tho wealth he had acquired, in providing ,,,r 
the defence of the couutry. lie  was still onublod draw 
forth a respect ul army, reinforced by seventy Europeans 
and u battalion of English sepoys, Commanded by Eiou-

1 It h  nt.til’d i( < 'Mini- -mi ft n ( ‘•llinnii (N'hrr^l lvoofwhnt  t . - i • * Bung*]  
lu Il'iO,|> V); 1ml iliiti w« cult* rive U an rxa^vrnk'il i.uiO#oWHi.

i Ini) (or
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; and ho encamped under the walls, with BOOK IV. 
a vievv to cover the city. IIo had received by letter the chav. v.
strongest injunctions from Calliaud, on no account to -----------
hazard a b u ttle  till Mocmn and ho should arrive. An 1"C0. 
Motion, however, took place ; tlio army of Ramnurain was 
attacked with impetuosity ; some of his ollicers behaved 
with treachery ; his troops were giving way on all sides ; 
and ho himself was dangerously pressed ; when he sent an 
importunate request to tlio English for immediate assist
ance. The Lieutenant, had advised him at the beginning 
of the action to place himself, for tho security of his per
son, near the English battalion ; an advice with which his 
vanity did not permit him to comply. That officer 
marched to his relief without a momout’s delay • but he 
imprudently divided his handful of troops; they were 
unable to withstand the force of numbers: all the Euro
pean officers of the Sepoys fell, when the S e ^ y s  dispersed 
and weie cut to pieces. The English, who remained alive, 
resolved to fight their way to tho city ; and such was tho 
awe and terror which the sight of their courage inspired, 
r ,at : , miomy, not daring to resist, opened instantly to 
vile right and left, and allowed them to retire.'

Hail the troops of the Emperor pushed on with vigour, 
immediately after this victory, when Hftmnaraiu was

till- S u ”  * » »  I" r > t o .  a t 11,0 m om ent „ (

mill lie ..ill , I II 1 1 1 "  ’" l|> wh'i >•*' <■«! | |,  , ,,, ,
lii.-rtiin to  IX " ler It u i h. . ,,.,.1 Of mu m u l ',  l»y th ru  .Im .f » I , . . i „  .
men ' i" <•>’ 11,1 '»Mi. r l-i-î - In k-mmI ii;. .• r.-.-K n „,'ii n,,M„

MU * Ito tium unlll 11,1.1 tl,4t handful I.i in h,k| , | ;i , . ' .
In t1’" ’ . v t  *» ‘‘lo i-iiviny w ithout . irv hriukm  ; Iruia u, r

ranka. Uurui< their I nnn-y, the carl of amm unition chant, id  u»r< •. 
dunittui'; tin* l’«"'tr>r Mopin.*1 umoiiw m eaty , rui.l ni'ivr lim mir „u( , f , it ,,r . 
ht? bravely pursued Ills r.m te ajttdf i and It mu t ha acknowled • .1, that this 
Indian s prtM Uto of m ind, firmness o f t«mppr. and uruUunt.-d in . ; t , v nra  
)>Mt nil question. They Join the i ost resolute o u ta g e  *|h i.i .-.«i m iitiuua 
jtrudem t ; nor have tlu-v tholr equals m the a rt i>f rangh, them je h in 
l> iitie iiiTiiT, nu<l fftrhiii'k' in order, if  t«- .. tunny milii.. v u »|4■ •...:, tl,t v 
knew how to jn lu  the urU nf governm ent; If tin-;. H im ud n com .m  fur the 
eliYuum aiueh of the hiMbandman and the gouilem .m . and « • .u n - l .i- m uch 
Jiigm uity aud ; ,iiciir..lr m relieving and easing tin, people -a <>nd, .im tliev do 
in wh it i te r  cMUPrns their uiilhnry affaire, no nation m tin- .. niu would i 0 
i t i 'i r ' .vi■ It* to them , or |.ro-.e worthier f coimn . J. J*...t . I . • - :t.i;
>'• i, n d which they »lg»w to tho i< oploof these kingdom*. and mi* h tin  ir apathy 
"nd intllffer* i r .  for th e ir  welfare, that the people undo* their >i .mini .n 
nv"rj when*, mid a n  reduced to poverty >ml dtatret Oh Hod: n in e  tu d ,0 

, ,.f thine nlllictcd •erran t* , and d e llrer them  from Iba oppre**U.n*
UMi> n u k r .” beei .Vlntakbar un. 11. lu l.



BQOKytY  ̂severely wounded, his army panic-struck and dispersed, 
c i i A r .  v. and the city without defenders, they might have taken 

Patna with the greatest ease. But they employed them
selves in ravaging the open country', and in receiving mes
sengers and overtures from Ramnarain till the 19th of 
February, when they learned that Meeran and the English 
were distant from them but twenty-eight miles. The re
solution was taken to march and engage them ; the neat 
day the two armies approached. Colonel Calliaud urged 
immediate attack ; but Meeran and his astrologers found 
that the stars would not be favourable before the 22nd. 
Early on the morning of that day, Calliaud was in motion; 
but before he could reach the enemy the day was so far 
spent, “ by the insufferable delays,” as he himself com
plains, •’ of Mooran’s march,” that, wishing to have time 
bofoic him, he w.us unwilling to engage till the following 
morning. The enemy, however, advanced, and Calliaud 
drew up his men between two villages which covered both 
his flanks, advising Meeran to form a second lino, the whole 
of which, except the two wings, would have boon covered 
by the English and the villages. But though this was 
agreed upon, “ he crowded his army upon the right, and 
in spile of the most pressing and repeated solicitations' 
presented to battle a body of 15,000 men, with a front of 
scarcoly 200 yards in a tumultuous unformed heap.” With 
a feigned appearance of directing the main attack upon 
tho English, the enemy advanced with the best part of 
their army against Meeran, who in about ten minutes 
begun to give way. Colonel Calliaud, however, marched 
with a battalion of Sepoys to his aid, and immediately 
decided tho fule of tho day. Tho Sepoys drew up within 
forty yards upon the enemy’s flank, and having poured in 
a couple of fires, advanced with tho bayonet, when the 
enemy recoiled upon one another, and fell into confusion, 
and, being charged with Meeran’s cavalry, dispersed and 
fled. Calliaud was eager to pursue, lmt Meeran, who Imd 
received a trifling wound in the battle, preferred a n  in
terval of ease and plonsuro at J’atna. l l e would not oven 
permit the service to It performed without him . ami 
though Cullumd offered to proceed with his own iroops 
alone, tf only a few horse, which lie earnestly entreated, 
wee. gnuued him, he found all lie coulel urge without 
avn d.

l( 9 )V, (fiT
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\ * \  .EMPEROR MARCHES FOR BENGAL. V S iJ ).')

fled the same night to Bahar, a town about BOOK IV. 
« ^ m t e s  from the field of battle. Here a measure of great chap. v. 
promise suggested itse lf: to leave Meeran and tlio Eng- — —  
lish behind: and, marching with the utmost expedition 1"c0- 
to Bengal, surprise Moorshednbnd, and take the Nabob 
prisoner. It was the 29th of tho month befori Mae ran 
could be prevailed upon to abandon the indulgences of 
Patna; when he and tho English marched towards Bahar, 
and wore surprised to learn that the enemy had already 
performed two marches towards Bengal. The strongest 
motives pressed for despatch : tho English embarked in 
boats, and along with Meeran’s cavalry in three days over
took the foe, who adopted a bold and politic resolution.
No longer able to proceed along the river, tho Emperor 
directed his march across the mountains ; and Calliaud 
still resolved to follow his steps. The route was long and 
difficult, and it was near the end of March before the 
Emperor emerged on the plains of Bengal, about thirty 
miles west from Moorshedabad. During this interval, in
telligence was in sufficient time received by Jafficr to 
enable him to collect an army ami obtain a body of 200 
Europeans from Calcutta: but the Emperor was joined bv 
a body of Mahrabtae, who hud lately broken into that 
part oi the country ; and had ho rapidly attacked the 
Nabob, ho ntill enjoyed, in the opinion of Calliaud, the 
iairest prospect of success, llut. lie lingered till Meeran 
and i he English joined i ho Nai-.b on the 4th «>f April;
a n d  on th e  <th, w hen l i n y  ad van .■<.■< I to  aU nak h im , lu< m i, 
tire  to  h is  ca m p  and tied. t .V .lli u<l avail! un  «d for cr  v.kj v 
to  p u rsu e, au d  a g a in  w a s ab s d u to ly  refused.

One object of hope was ev. a yet reserved to the Em
peror. By the precipitation with which lii - pursuers had 
followed him, Patna was left, in a miserable state of defence.
Could ho return with expedition, aud anti, ipatn the arrival 
of succour, it must fall into his hands. At this very time 
M. haw, with his small body of Frenchmen, passing that 
capital, to join the Emperor, v.ln had again invited him 
from (Tiittorporo, throw it into the gi (intent aim m. It was 
ulrnuat entirely destitute of tho moans of defence; but 
bow was ignorant of its situation, and pr nv edial to Bahar,
1" ait. for the Emperor. At this time the Naih of Poo- 
‘“""i took olf tho mask, espousing openly the cause of tho

v , " - h i .  p



T*40>firMV. Emperor ; and had he seized the present opportunity of 
niAr. v. marching to Patna, nothing could have prevented it from
---------- - falling into his hands. The exertions, however, of Rain-

DGO. narain, and of the gentlemen of the English factory, had 
collected, before the Emperor was able to arrive, a suffi
cient body of defenders to secure the city against the first 
impression ; and Colonel Oalliaud, who foresaw the danger, 
formed a detachment of 200 chosen Europeans, and a bat
talion of Sepoys, of which he gave the command to Captain 
Knox, and commanded them to march with the utmost 
expedition to Patna. The Emperor had lost no time in 
commencing the Biege ; and after several days of vigorous 
operation, during which Mr. Fullerton, the English Sur
geon, and Raja Shitabroy, had distinguished themselves 
peculiarly within the walls, Law attempted an assault. 
Though re] ml sod, ho, in two days, renewed the a ttem p t; 
and, part of the wall being demolished, the rampart was 
scaled. The enemy wore ntill compelled to retire ; but 
the city was now thrown iuto the greatest alarm ; a re
newed assault was expected the following night,; and 
scarcely a hope was entertained of its boing withstood ; 
when Captain Knox, with a flying party, wan soon ap
proaching the walls. He had performed the march from 
Moorshedahad to Patna, under the burning heat of a Bengal 
sun, in the extraordinary space of thirteen days, himself 
marching on foot, as an example and encouragement to 
the men. That very night the Captain reconnoitred the 
enemy's camp in person; and next day, watching the 
hour of afternoon’s repose, surprised them when asleep, 
and drove them from their works, to which they never 
returned.

Whilo the Emperor, oonecious of liis weakness, with
drew to tin neighbourhood of Tuokaurv. w siting the result 
of In- applications to the Abdollea Stiuli, who was now 
commanding, from the ancient sent ol‘ the Mogul govorn- 
nu nl, the whole of the upper provinces of Hindustan, the 
Kalb or l>cp ny Governor of Poomnia had collected his 
army, and wsa on the march to join him. To eouu » 
his d* igns, the English army under Calliaud, and that of 
duflior under M« erun, rendezvoused at. Raje mahl. on the 
2;id of May. Tie . moved upwards on the one s»do of the 
river, lie \  iiU advancing OH the other; and orders wore
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ON THE NABOB OF BORNE AH. ( ^ . f c j
to Captain Knox to cross over from Patna, and BOOK IV. 

harass his march till the main army should am ve ; while u r n . ' .  
his boats, which were not able to ascend the m v r  So feat ^  . 
as he marched, were overtaken and seized. Captain Knox
amazed the inhabitants of Patna t>J declaring h.s resolu
tion, as soon as the enemy appeared of crossing the river 
with his handful of men and giving them battle. 1 ait of 
Ramnaruin’s troops were placed under bis command ; but 
us the enterprise appeared to them an act of madness, 
they formed a determined resolution to have no share m 
it ' Baja Shitabroy having between two and three hun
dred men in his pay, with whom he had performed im
portant services in the defence of Patna, joined the Cap
tain with a real disposition to act. Two hundred Euro
peans, one battalion of Sepoys, five field-pieces, and about 
300 horse, marched to engage an army of 12,000 men, with 
thirty pieces of cannon. Arrived within a few miles of 
the enemy, Knox proceeded in the dark to the quarters of 
Shitabroy, to communicate his design of surprising the 
enemy’s camp during the n ig h t; he found that gallant 
associate fully prepared to second his ardour ; the troops 
were allowed a few hours for reposo; and a littlu after 
midnight they began to march. The guide having missed 
liis wav from the darkness of the night, they wandered till 
within t wo  hours of day-break, and having lost tho time 
for attacking tho enemy by surprise, abandoned tho 
design. They had laid down their arms, and prepared 
themselves for a little roposo, when llio vanguard of the 
enemy appeared. Tho galluntry of Kimi allowed not a 
moment's hesitation. He took iii-. ground with .-kill : and 
though completely surrounded by the enemy, repulsed 
them at every po in t; sustained a conllict ol' six hours, in 
Wbioh Shitabroy fought wi ivitj >d rc-
Rolution ; and having compelled them at. lost to quit the 
liold, pursued thorn till night-.1

, f i  „ o f f . . .  Seer M iltaltlisreen, who hnJ o .t a u n t  v,cw  of tho 1-ittlo

‘"I't ( o n  w ill'll lotuntea the inhnMteitn. - ; •• iiirl.-iu « ' 1

•Wrl....... liitvciee'e I- At h ut. Ite in. • . *■■<. d •> ,r
"\ i. \t ,p V(t fvnm Cni'*t»in Khon. b ill'll  H'PnlH t t
•> ... i o'. Ill . !«.  11"»luKUitteiKe » t" .ill Ol- 1 r P.1' ". ' , . , ,1'’
r t f . o o i .........  -h- ,1 of Joy 1 wont to Hu I . I n  o o o ; llrorM .111 i "tic-

wh(M, , i.ifUiu (.vcnuik' Cdjitatn Knox 1«iui'k !i cn f i  t ana

■ c°i&x



In consequence of this defeat, the Naib postponed his 
c h a p . v. resolution of joining the Emperor, and marched towards 

17fl) tlle north. In a few days Calliaml and Meeran crossed
' ■ the Ganges to pursue him, and, as his array was encum

bered with baggage and artillery, soon overtook him. Ho 
immediately formed his line, as if  to engage ; but unload
ing the treasure, and the most valuable part of the bag- 
gage, putting it upon camels and elephants ; and skir
mishing only till the English came up, ho marched away 
with great expedition, leaving his heavy baggage and artil
lery behind.1 The rains were now set in with unusual 
violence, yet Calliaud, animated by the reports of the rich 
treasure (the English were credulous on the subject of 
treasure) which the Naib carried in his train, resolved to 
make the utmost exertions to overtake him before he 
could reach the forests and mountains. The pursuit had 
bre" continued four days, when during the night of the 

, ,J, y’ wh,oh l ,rovetl exceedingly tempestuous, the
tent ot Meeran was struck with lightning, and ho with all 
his attendants, was killed on the spot. Tho ’death of 
their leader is, to an Indian army, the signal to disband 
Tho probability of this event, which would doliver the 
province of ltahar into the hands of the Emperor struck 
the English commander with tho utmost alarm. His whole 
attention was now occupied in keeping the army together 
till re-conducted to Patna, toward which lie marched with

M ""' " i1'1 siiltul.roy in  111* com pany. T hey w ere both covered will, duet ami 
I I - ( ptaln then «»vc - -me detail o f the battle, and j«M  the u n a t -s t  

r ;e .ii.,iini . ..'i xcal, activ ity , and vulour He c\e )iii:u .;| . .  ,-i ai
*,II|C'- 1,1 *s 0 r,-’a ' N aw nt). I never * tw such n Nawab ,11 m y life.' \  f,vr
inonunt* a'ter. lUm naralu woa Introduced Ho had In hla coinpanv both 
Mu t.iHut Koolliu1 Khun. and tho Cutw.il o f the . Ity, with s.uno oil p,- jn .„ „( 
i'tiii«ri|ii«ti(o. Who, in, lit .vntiK of the arrival of lla v r  tw., nw n, hud il... he I to 

' ' ' . ■< I ' I ••rill*' them  alone, eoul-l not help Iwlm m e that they had
I fr-.iit tb< slaugh ter; so far w e ir  tliry fr-.rn lo u r U v ln / tl-.it ii f.-w 

liu .i it .  .1 ,,r H -: . Mild dt tv..i a Whole arm y N -r m uid they be nim h-t » 
lb lle te  nniptvx - 1 as they were with U indu notions I that a com mander uouhl 
d“ u h 'so n n )  • jinr.^i. erncdly. unhm* lie had itid< -id run awat frmn it - m.r

1 .
K  d '  I h i t  i r  • i * f« :r. d  in  t.  i . l ' r - ' 11 .ii ti|«.jr it« i• a Pi • u n n m  . h t 'l l t i if

n«lw h.
H.i i 11 i i* .t ! .... ||jl* in -i .n  * ilh th l»-»-r n;ipr arum • I • t • l . amt
ni l » I VI II n ililuiirv "( n.'i I|.A(, th - 'afldlr lim it have pr-ned dr. Mvi ; p,
1 "i.i i u.i-im i iliiu v cin  ithmi or lib  treasure hat.- <- Mod." UnUinud'. 
MittraOv*. j-. ,vt.
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\^ P<& £d>le expedition ; and distributed the troops in win- BOOK IV.
er quarters on the 29tli of July.,1 c h a p . v .

Tho political affairs of the province were hastening to -----------
another crisis. The government of Jaffier was in a state UGO. 
approaching to dissolution. The English Presidency was 
distressed by want of pecuniary resources, and tho scuds 
of violent discords wore sown in the council.

Whan Jaffier got possession of the viceroyalty by tho 
dethronement and death of his master Suraj-ad-dowia, 
and when the English leaders wore grasping tho advan
tages which the revolution placed in their hands, both 
parties, dazzled with tirst appearances, overlooked the con
sequences which necessarily ensued. Tho cupidity natural 
to mankind, and the credulity with which they believe 
what flatters their desires, made tho English embrace,

rn t C n t r  UCtf0T'’ r leeXaggerati0US of Oriental rhetoric ou the nches of India ; and believe that a country which
they saw was one of the poorest, was nevertheless the most
had be UPU  th e , T faoeTof the g^be. The sums which 
„ ; been obtained from Jaffier were now wholly expended.

The idea of provision for the future,” to use the words of 
a governor, "seemed to have been lost in the apparent 
immensity of the sum stipulated for compensation of the 
Company s losses at Calcutta.” No rational foresight was 
ox m -n d C o ho f,a,,,e <,b-  lver remarks, to the increased 
m int of tl , lK! ‘ thu connexion with the govurn- 
rnent of the country naturally , .....he ..,1 , and „u,.„ ... ap
pealed hut no adequate provision was ma in f o r  it. ■■ | u 
less than two yoars it was 1'mmd liuecssary to take up 
money at interest, although largo sunn had laa-n r e c e iv e d  
besidos lor bills upon tho corn t of Direetoni.’'-' Tliesitnu 
tion of Jaffier was dopier..hie from the tirst. With an

l On tliu history o f fills secfin.l Invaskm nt tlio Mogul Prim .. *■€■ S r a lf ,  i n , ,  erlk-uwl.p ; Sevr M n lak lu rw n , ll. 31—13o , .1
ot i i lu t  n»m> O' j  in Helical to l ' 1"1. P l - M  ; O illiau ■['■ k n .i  oi. o l ,  „.ro ,i'„,
C ou in iitao  of 17■'‘A ; l'a lllaud', Leltorv In Hulwoll':i p. X7 ; lu n o  kliji'i
Sh'iii \u li im , I-. In.

* VaiiaitiMrt'a Nurrativo, i. 19 .22 . T he diatroaa nt hnu , Uim a
M ill, viui notInftrlor to wlint was endured in India. -  Thy fluid* <n i|,'(! c („ u .
Vhiiv in Kurin- ." v»yj ih.-r.iim; unqu-'stluuabk'nuti ..rliv, w. ro n. t uidiV.ent
»" i v the bill* when, they becom e 'lu<-; und It :k fHct w ell k> « «  ur lll0
Y'i-..ti l.vha iiK o . t in t , in tho year 17 the Dir. . ■ j.n * .iilt 1. n. i
wMfluuliy, the Mll-holdcr*. to urant a further in n . for lie  i... . nunii
* ‘”,r W taj 11 tlilf lu.-oimnotUlUm had failed, tho ronar■«|uenc- >' nhl |i«vt hi«on
u ,Z  1 »f , a i v A  to t*'C Proprietor.* ul tin- I a«t ImlU Mw:k. *

’■i Henry \  unslttart, p. 13.
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Ufu>K IV. exhausted treasury, an exhausted country, and vast en- 
CIIA1' gagemonts to discharge, ho was urged to the severest

1 7 6 0 . enactions ; while the profusion with which ho wasted his 
treasure upon his own person, and some unworthy favour
ites, was ill calculated to soothe the wretched people, under 
the privations to which they were compelled. The cruel
ties of which he and Meeran were guilty, made them objects 
of general detestation : the negligence, disorder, and weak
ness of their government, exposed them to contem pt: and 
their troops, always mutinous from the length of their 
arrears, threatened them every moment with fatal extre
mities. When the news arrived at Moorshedabad of the 
death of Meeran, the troops surrounded the palace, scaled 

the Nabob With host ant death ; 
nor wore they, in all probability, prevented from executing 
tin ir menaces, otherwise than by the interference of Meer 

asmu In: son-in-law, who, on promise of succeeding to 
the place and prospects of Meeran, discharged a part of 
their arrears from his own treasury, and induced them to 
accept of Jaffier’s engagements to pay the whole within a 
limited time.

'V,1CI1 f,|ivo reeignod the government of Bengal, instead 
of leaving tho elevation to the chair in the established 
or-ler of succession, his influence was successfully exerted 
to procure the nomination of Mr. Vansittart, who was 
called from Madras. Mr. Holwell, on whose pretensions 
there had been violent debates in the Court of Directors, 
whs promoted to tho office in virtue of his seniority, till 
July, when Mr. "S ansittart arrived. The new governor 
found the treasury at Calcutta empty, the English troops 
at Puhm on tho very brink of mutiny, and deserting in 
multitude-8 for want of pay; the Presidencies of Madras 
and Bombay totally dependent upon Bengal for pecuniary 
resources ; the provision of an itm-Htment actually sus
pended; tho income of the Company scarcely sufficient 
lor the Min - til ex cu ses of Calcutta : tho allowance paid 
by the Nabob for tho troops several months in urrem* ; 
and the attainment of that, us well as of a lingo bulanc- 
upon his fi»st agreements, totally hopeless Homo change 
by which the revenue of the Company could bo placed on 
a level v.it.li iledr expenditure, wn» iudispi-uHablo.1 They

1 'Jin-i|iu»Mit\ H hd iu r . ,Df-i <-ti»cnillrnr.. nn-l Uio total w .ml of fumiH 
lur iHrrt/l.. if. under tlu* torumjemont* ul Clive, U iwttUfiu.ltu'ily Uaftoia*.J

■ e°^x(i(M )*) (ci
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c a s i m  a p p o i n t e d  n a b o b . O f c J

^^Jgfirreliro from all concern with the government of the BO O K  IV. 
country, and protect themselves with the protection o f  c h a p . v. 
Calcutta for which a small body of troops and a small -  —  
expenditure would suffice. But not to speak of the golden •
lop** which had been so fondly cherished, foam suggested 
themselves (fears when they favour wishes are potent 
Counsellors) that the plooo which the Company might 
resign in directing the government of the country would 
ho occupied by the French or the Dutch. From the ad
ministration of Jaffier, resigned as he was to a set of uu- 
worthy favourites—old, indolent, voluptuous, estranged 
fio , li b, and without authority—no other con-
sequences wore to be expected, than those which had 
already been experienced. From a strong sense of the 
incurable vices of Jaffier and his family, Mr. Holweli, 
during the few months of his administration, had advised 
the council to abandon luin ; and, embracing the just 
cause of the Emperor, to avail themselves of the high 
Offers which that deserted monarch vfcs reedy to nuke.
An idea, however, of fidelity to the connexion winch they 
had formed, though with a su b let in rebellion to his king, 
prevailed in the breasts of the council ; and a middle 
course was chosen. Of all the members of Jaffier’a family, 
whose remaining sous wore young, Meer Casim, the hus
band of hiu daughter, who passed for a man of talents, 
appeared dm only person ondowud with .nullifies idupUd 
to the present oxigeuciea of 'ho govtinmout. It. wan 
agreed that all the active poweq of ad niui 1 t f m shonl I 
be placod ill In . bund- -. Jafi'u r in-i I • . I in
mime, but only in rndily. ..\ treaty win t-onchidcd witli 
?,Icer Casim on the 17th »>f" Si plumber, lie  agn >. d, in 
return for the powers thus placed in his hands, to assign 
.0 the Company the rev.-uues of the three di;!iiet> of 
Hurd wan, Midnapoiv, and Chittagong, to pa\ the balance 
duo by Jaffier, and a present of live lacks IV-r Hu war in 
the Carnatic. On the 'M of October, Mr. Wmsitturt, ac
companied by Colonel Calliainl and a demob uu nt of 
troops, proci < ded to Moorshcdabod to persuade or to 
compel the Nabob to accede to the arrangc-men • which 
had been formed, .hiftiei* discovered intense reluctanoe ;

..i.jopiora Uy Mr. Yun»Utftrt, In hi« l.«u«r t« ihc PraprhKors.I*. 11 -j j



^TsOtSt-TY. and Air. Vansittart wavered. Aleer Casim, who could be 
ciiAr. v. safe no longer in the power of Jaffier, exclaimed against 

the perfidy of making and not fulfilling an engagement 
‘ '  such as that which was contracted between them ; and 

formed his resolution of joining the Emperor with all his 
treasure and troops. The resolution of Mr. Vansittart 
was at last confirmed ; and a favourable moment was 
chosen for occupying the palace of Jaffier with the troops. 
When assured that no designs against his person or 
authority were entertained; that nothing was proposed 
beyond a reform of his government in tho hands of his 
Bon-iu-law, who would act as his deputy ; he replied, with 
disdain, that he was no stranger to tho meaning of such 
language ; and too well acquainted with the characters of 
nu n, particularly that of his sou-in-law. to ho in donbt 
respecting the consequences. He peremptorily refused to 
remain a vain pageant of royalty, and desired' permission 
to rotiro to Calcutta, to had a private life under the 
English protection.1

When the pecuniary distresses of the Company's go
vernment, and the enormous disclosures in that of the 
Nabob, wore under the deliberation of tho board at ( VI- 
cuttu, thoro was but one opinion concerning the necessity 
o f  some important chango. To vest. Meer Casim with the 
power requisite for reforming tho government of tho 
Nabob, was tho plan approved of unanimously in tho 
Select Committee. Tho force whioli might he necessary 
to subdue his reluctance was provided; and though it was 
not anticipated that ho would resign the government 
rather than comply, the step which that resolution made 
necessary was a natural consequence ; and was without 
hesitation decreed. V. hen Mr. Vansittart returned to 
Calcutta on tho 7th of November, ho found tin TO were 
prisons by whom those measure.1 were by no means ap
proved. Mr. Vcrelat and Mr. Smyth, two members of tin 
( oimoil, who were not of tho Select Committee, enter, d a 
minute on the 8th. in which they complained that a mm- 
suto of so muoli importance hiui not boon submitted to

1 I'lrit Iti.p..rl (if Us Chinm ttlrr In 1773 Yi*n«lll«rt\ SnrrslO-'. I 1 • US 1
Fin . IT ' I mi r ;  - it' »' <*l • ' .in ii. < on V,n i|i .r . Not 0 • '  *«•
' II Mi I I ' i i  I. t||o 1*1 • • j r 11 >r * • l l in t  I 11" "  t i -V. In i,;.» w *t • •' tru ll  <in ;
'  • V I . -  r tit*- r .« tf li« l ' m im  t -m iii-  tit Hi 1- i i i j 'a l ;  l - v i i  M itt* M h * lc v n , J|.
1» " ; S— U n UmU ui Htmtfftl.p. 3W — 40I.
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i n  t p l y f j E j i  CASIM BEGINS PROSPEROUSLY. j

th e .< VUvricil at large ; awl laying great stress upon tho BOOK IV 
eilgagt'uieuts which hod been formed with Jaflior, rasmu- cn.vr. v. 
•ted their ignorance of the existence of any cause why 
those engagements should be abandoned awl betrayed.
When Clive made his plan for the government of Bengal, 
by the irregular elevation of Mr. Vansittavt, ho seems to 
havo overlooked, or very imperfectly to have estimated, 
the passions which it was calculated to excite. Mr. Am- 
yatt, who was a roan of merit, and next to the chair, could 
not, behold himself postponed or superseded without dis
satisfaction ; and those among the Bengal servants who 
stood next to him in hopes, regarded their interosts as 
in v o lv ed  m his. A party thus existed with feelings averse 
to the Governor ; and they soon became a party opposed 
to his measures. Other passions, of a still grosser nature, 
were at this time thrown into violent operation in Bengal, 
d he vast sums, obtained by a few individuals, who had the 
principal management of the former revolution, wlien 
Meer Jaffier trode down Surnj-ud-dowla his master, wore 
held in vivid remembrance ; and the persuasion that simi
lar advantages, of which every man burned for a share, 
wore now meditated by the Select Committee, excited tho 
keenest emotions of jealousy ami envy. Mr. Amyatt was 
now joined by Mr. Ellis, a person of a violent temper,
\vh"iu, in Heine of his pretensions, the Governor ha 1 op
posed ; and by Major Cun me. who had lately arrived in 
tho province to Hticeoru Calliuud, but whom tin’ < immiu»r 
had ofloiuled by proponing tlmt li* ••hould Tin! i .»h t h o  
command till tho affair;-* at I'utnu, in whidt ( ‘nlliaud was 
already ougagod, and with which lie was well uc<|t tainted, 
should he conducted to u close. A nimute, ill which Mr.
Ellis am.1 ALr. Smytli coincided, and in which tho deposi
tion of Juf-i-T vv;is form dly condemned, was entered by 
Mr. Aniyatt on t.hc 8th of January. No attempt hum made 
t.) deny tho extreme ditticulticj in whi,h Hie Englmh 
government waa plaoed, or the dinorders and enormities of 
Jaflior'-j administration: it was only denied tli.n any of 
tin-s,.- evils would be removed by the revolution of which, 
in violation of kho national faith, tho English, by the .Select 
Committee bad boon rendered the instruments.1

' lo tin* iviuuval ol .Infflor w er ma.lf not "illy by- tho«c whoso
might bu stupe* led of IjjHuuu-Iiik tholr ju  lam ent, but by

■ G°^x
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B O lSl3£i Mcor Casim, aware that money was the pillar by which 
ciiaf. v. alone ho could stand, mode so great exertions that, not- 

withstanding the treasury of Meer Jaffier was found almost 
DGl. empty, he pai,i in the course of a few months the arrears 

of the English troops at Patna; so far satisfied the troops 
of the Subah, both at Moorshedabad and Patna, that they 
wero reduced to order and ready to take the field ; and 
provided six or seven lacks in  discharge of his engage
ments with the Company, insomuch that the Presidency 
wero enabled in November to send two lacks and a half 
to Madras, whence a letter had been received, declaring 
that without a supply the Biego of Pondicherry must bo 
raised.

In the month of January, Major Carnae arrived at Patna, 
and took the command of the troops. The province of 
Baiun* had ufierod b o  much from the repeated incursions 
of the Emperor ; and the finances both of the Nabob and 
of the Company aero so much exhausted by tin* expense 
of the army required to oppose him, that the importance 
was strongly fi ll o f driving him finally from that part of 
the country. Tin; rains wore no sooner at an end than 
tin; English commander, accompanied by the troops of 
Humiiarain, and those which had belonged to Moeran ad
vanced towards the Emperor, who was stationed at Gyali 
Miiunpore. The unhappy Monarch made what exertions 
lie could to increase his feeble army ; but Carnae reached 
bis camp by three days’ march; forced him to an engage-

others, prior to his appointment. The scheme wus originally Mr. tltihrcH1*, 
who loujinunicutod in April to Colonel CulUaud, hi» antiiipmlon of the nege.s- 
sityof (1-i t' iMj< Mil Jafher. Tlie Colonel, in repiy.observ■«•?. “ I .1 as tlicmim 
may he w ti«• < aii-e w. now support. I innnnt be of opinion that wc enn juT
rwl of him l a' a Iso ter. without ruiiuiiHf the rh k "f mooli enter IncTivonUmcffl 
litli'ii'l!ii* • l b .i eo in .f  tliuii thou- we now Inh'Mir molei . I prcMiuu.- tlto 
etUihll liinn tmiMjulllity in the(m; provinces, would ivstoro i« <■* all the udvau- 
teiii' i "i trudu :.n -.'i. tor the pr«■!!< and 1 ■ • ■ ioui «»1 "in employers, and I
think we hot i;i - *« c limn: that tranquillity uhont by our pie.-ent Inliucm o 
over tlio Snimh. and l>y Mipportlmt him, than by any . haiuy tluit cun i <> 
nid'le." .v on ■ ' • ■ r ,.,’. "i. on Van-itturt’s Narrative, I*2. The removal
uf Jam r «n mi .11 il measure; tlu rv « a • m> .»!•• "lule hdjv., v In
liU iwrtnriin , 1 • • ...A 1 . lit: ItM tlu ).n((h«li. or paying hi .wn troop*,
for (M ill ol'a-. t«* I*. j-co.nl> a. eomplixlod by his sm . , r, an 1 he ■ • «’ •*' '*
.............  i < > , i « Ml. m i i i r  0 . 1  o f  a  . j l l l t l l i 'H  III- n li ll In Mi
.1 ifttiTV r . ... It. Hi re ..nlv wftnti.1 t« 1. Mi|.|.nrr <■« shnuld .........
sin Ii eunlrul U*. . -tild • oinjt I h m, to dUehartM' Hiom? •tcnvinila " *'h h lm
lm .lr. n l. , 11.111 -1. . . . .  V. a ...... . Ill........j.iltl .nc. .: . .1,1. I, .... ■ U>
the m.ihilrnno . i ih„t l'n, |l 1. mi «• uj.-n v Ill' ll Ills ■ ■. n l-*"*1 and even 
h i ii i n . ,  a .  | mh.t Ild-I i ; i iv c  n m w u te d  In  l»uii|!ttl, t lo  » e . ' lo t i ld  piobably 
ha*u been n n eiuthuj.—W.



gained a victory. Tho OLdy memorable incident BOOK IV. 
of the buttle was, that M. Law was taken prisoner: and chap. v.
the British officers osuited themselves in the eyes even of --------- —
the rude natives, by treating him with the highest honour J,M. 
and distinction.1

1 It 1h interesting uml delightful to ln-ar tho account of the native historian.
“ win o tit- 1 ini cior I«-H the lid d of battle, tin* handful "f tr r . ; that fid j 
M. Law. discouraged by his M.i’.ht, and tired of the wandering life winch tb.-v 
had hitherto led in Ins in rvice, turned about likewise, and followed the 
Emperor. M. Law, finding himself abandoned and alone, resolved not totu*n 
liis buck: lie bestrode one ot his guns, und remained firm in that posture, 
waiting for the .nmiientof his death. Thk being reported to Major Canine.lie de
tached hlnjwdf from his main body, with Captain Knox and some other olHver- 
und he adv meed to the man on the gun, without taking with him either i 
ruard «•» any Jullngaa ( .v  • ys) at all. being arrived near, this troop alight. »
1 "".ll huries, and pulling their caps from their heads, they swept the air

br.vcry, ul.lrd than; »• " rj™ . Y i /  Pm cvcraure, conduct, ami 
parted from a brave inan na.l ™ ,r n,.,e ‘ a® 'g O t l l ta l t  wliiclt could !<■ . x 
to posterity by tlio i -n of hi r la l‘" - ‘u ,! 1,6 undoubtedly transmitted 
c o m  ainoubrst us, a n ^  abandon°iilt tb ' ^ > ‘m,r s" " rl1 y«»r M  
The other unswetod, ‘ T h a tlf  titer "uh v'mtvinfnur with the h „Kli>h •

» r d r M »-;>• ™ ”  . r  xi r , -
■

eai.it' M. I an “ n ' " ‘i  ‘ l"> "  In it, and l.o was sent to
p a inh. ,, f,.r V I.'hn ' " “ ' W *  "  »P "O' • url.l........I tlio1 In s  i i . . | i i a i , i ,  n  “ i '  "  "  ■ '> ’ ■  m s  i r l v n d ,  a t  v a n , , . : b a t  s e t

t h e y  m u  hi |„ ,I  fo , .  h .m  "U  •"  i '. a r m .  In p u b li c ,  l u l i . n m . l  H u t ..  t l , , t

;..... -̂.swV ;y-

* l r .  h e  i i ' l . i  d h im  t i l l s  .ji|. r J >.n ; • A n t i  | H V ; U  , 1y l .i .s v .  u l i r i v  U  • !..■ >• m „
M a j o r  : m - l - f f l c e i s  p n -M -n t. sh- J.e.i t h e  h i l l  I ..p rk t.>  . .i  i|,.-     . . .
mauded him with n • v-iv  !«»• :. and very vserc «-xpr< * n-n • j ...
they add. • lion fought bravely, t id de.s-rve.s i!ie alicnt.mi .u all l-n  -r' :
the im|*crimenctt which you lum been offering Imn u:.iy k  ..i.tunuuv 
auu*nu. t your friends and your nation, hut cannot >y „Ufl, red In • ui 1 i,i, i, 
hai It for a •damling rule, no- or t<» <.n r;m injui> tea-, u .pd.i,. ,| f,„ ’ \ , ll((
Khan, checked hy this mprltunud. held In- ti/iiguc, mid did ».<n aniuer a w, r,l 
Ik  t nr'led about one hour more hi hi., visit, mil thru a , .; r n-v.y li; 
alM-ltcdt und, although he was a comma- der uf importance, and om-1«. wh- m 
much honour had been Hlunya paid, no one did sjicak to him am mere. .r 
made a show «-f standing up at In- deiwrture. ribs tejirlmnud did m,.. 
honour to the English : and. it inns', u  ackim.♦ lodged, tn the horn.nr m ih.
Btrangers. that »» tlw-lr conduct in war and m batik is u.,uh> udmir.itlon,
•o, on the other hand, nothing i ' un-re in ■ I - -i nud m. rv l> -uitiu.* than tluir 
twhuviimr to a" enemy, whether in tlio brat of miii.n, tu- in the p idc .,f 
*Uc.i<s, „M|j victoiy; tl>> v- ik«d-Ie .-mn t .at entircU • rding t-i th<-M;| , 
hhid ved hy imv aneleut comifUiudvi'H, ami our muu of genius." ik-er Mntu,
•iiatv-cu, ii. 11**-, ICO.

' e°5px
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jH  this time the Zemindars of Becrhoom and Burdwan, 
chap. v. two important districts of Bengal, not far from Moorshe- 
— — dabad, took arms. It has been alleged that they acted in

1<M. concert with the Emperor, with whom it had been
arranged during hi3 former campaign, that a body of Mah- 
rattas should penetrate into Bengal immediately after the 
rains ; that ho himself should advance to Bahar, and, by 
as menacing an appearance as possible, engage the atten
tion of the English and Nabob ; that the Zemindars should 
hold themselves in readiness, till the Emperor, giving his 
enemies the slip, should penetrato into Bengal, as he had 
done tho year before; when they should fall upon the 
province by one united and desperate efibi't. There seems 
in this too much of foresight and of plan for Oriental 
p o l i t io ie s p e c ia l ly  the weak-minded Emperor and his 
friends. At any rate the movements of tho Zemindars 
betrayed tin m Mv r Cash,,, attended by a dotaehmeut 
or English under Major I orke, marched in hnste to lieer- 
buoru, defeated the troops wliieh were opposed to them 
reduced both provinces to obedience, and drove the Muh- 
ratios to tho south.

Jmmudwtoly alter tho battle with 41io Emperor, Mujor
C a n m u  ;<< ut In  him tli • Hoju Shituhroy, to nmko a n  . .v, r .. 
turo of peace, and to ask permission to visit him in his 
camp. At first, by the instigation of one of tho restless 
Zemindars who supported him, ho declined the proposal; 
presently aftorwards, having listened to other oounoils ho 
became eager to nuiko his terms. He was tired of Ids de
pendence upon the rude and insolent chiefs who hitherto 
had uplu ld his cause ; and cherished hopes that tho lute 
revolution at Delhi might produc urn in his favour.
Tho Ahdallec Shah, after his great victory over tin: Muh- 

• sknowla I god him a-' sovereign «.f Hindustan ; 
hod appointed his sou to act in tin; cpiulity of his deputy 
at. Delhi ; and had recommended his cause to the Afghan 
chief ■ lid . . his vii'ir, the Nabob of Oudo. Major ('iirruio 
paid his compliments to him us Emperor, in his *»>vn 
camp, and, after tho usual ceremonies, conducted hint to 
J’utnu.

Mi’or ( 'ayiin war- n<>' ousy upon tho prospe r <»t 11 ‘-on- 
lU'Moii bi'tw* i n the Km pc i or and tho English ; slid hast
ened • • I'.em i, <il.i.ir\c . od to rdturr: in the present



\ 5. (  jljC C U M M O D A TIO N  W ITH  T H E EMPEROR.

Ujion his arrival, he declined waiting upon BOOK IV. 
fttcr Egmeror in his own camp ; either because ho was cinr. v.
afraid of treachery, of which there was no appearance ; or — —----
because (so low was the house of Timur fallen) ho was 
pleased to measure dignities with his King. After much 
negotiation, the English invented a compromise, by plan
ning the interview in the lmll of the factory, where a 
rnusnud was formed of two dining tables covered with 
cloth. Tho usual ceremonies were performed ; and Moor 
Casirn, upon condition of receiving investiture as Sub- 
ahdar of Bongol, Bahur, and Orissa, engaged to pay annually 
twenty-four lacks of rui>ees to tho Emperor, os the revenue 
of the provinces, with the government of which he was 
intrusted. After a short stay at Patna, where the intrigues 
of the Nabob had as yet prevented his being proclaimed 
as sovereign, Shah Aulum accepted the invitation of the 
Subahdar of Oude, of Nojeob-ad-dowla, and other Afghan 
chiefs, to whom his cause was recommended by tho Ab- 
dailee Shall, to place himself under thoir protection, and 
marched toward his capital. He was escorted by Major 
Carnac to tho boundaries of tho province of Rahar ; and 
mado a tender to the English of the drwanee of Bengal, 
liulmr, and Orissa, tor which, and all their other privileges, 
bo ollerod to grant pldrmflma, wbenover tho petition for 
tbem should bo presented in form. T h e  intention was 
distinctly termed at. Calcutta, to aflord assistance f. ,r plue- 
in:; and confirming him on IP, pulmnul throne; hm lie- 
want ol  money, and tin* d . s i u e l i n u  l l*»u o f  t h e  Xob**l>, 
proved (louisivo obstruction*.

Mc-r Casini, who had snnphcd lii« tirst necessities by 
squeezing out of those p rsnns, who were suspected of 
having made riches in the public sen  ice, all that terror or 
cruelty, under pretence of making them account for thoir 
balances, was calculated to extort, regui led rim supposed 
treasures of Ratnnuram, os well as tho revouuos of Ins 
government, with a craving appetite : and resolved to omit 
no oft'urt or oontrivauoe to get both iu his power. As 
Rumnartiu, however, had been assured of pri'teelion by 
the English, it was necessary to prooccd with caution and 
arl. Tho pretence of calling upon him to account* for tho 
receipts of his government was tho instrument employed 
U was the purpose of the Nabob to accede to no aoooui
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• •^BQ O gSv. modation which should not leave Ramnarain at his mercy. 
cit*r. v. It was the purpose of Ramnarain to avoid, by every effort 
— — ° f chicanery, tho rendering of a fair account. These en-

),G1’ deavours, truly Oriental, of the Nabob on the one side,
and Ramnarain on the other, oporated to the ruin of 
both.

Mr. Yansittart, and tho party who supported him, 
desirous of finding the conduct of Meer Casim, whom 
they had raised, of a nature to justify their choice, were 
disposed to interpret all appearances in his favour. The 
opposite party, who condemned the elevation of Mcer 
Casim, were not less disposed to interpret all appearances 
to his disadvantage. Unfortunately for Ramnarain, and, 
in tho end, not less unfortunately for the Nabob, the per
sons at Put.ua, in whoso hands the military power of tho 
English at. this time was placed, belonged to the party by 
w h . . m  the Governor was opposed. Major Carnac was 
indeed superseded iu the chief command by the arrival 
° f  Colonel Coote, soon after the Emperor was received at 
Patna; but Coote fell so entirely into the views of bis 
predecessor, that Carnac, though in a subordinate station 
remained at Patna, to lend his countenance and aid to' 
measures, the lino of which he had contributed to draw.

h i far was Mr. Yansittart from intending to permit any 
injustice towards Ramnarain, that Major Carnac, in hia 
first instructions, was particularly informed of tho engage
ments subsisting between the English government and 
Ramnarain; and of tho necessity of supporting his life, 
fortune, and government against the Nabob, should any 
hostilo design appear to bo entertained. Mr. Yansittart, 
however, listened to the representations which the Nabob 
artfully sent, him, of the artifices by which Ramnarain 
evaded the settlement of his accounts. The exigencies of 
the Calcutta gevernmont urgently required tho payments 
duu from tliu Nabob: the Nabob declared that the recovery 
of the balances from Ramnarain was tho only fund from 
which those paYments could bo made: aud Vaunttlarf 
with the usual credulity,believed the vulgar reports nt fh<* 
gteitl t.ieuatti'i u, as well a* tLc van! balances, in the hands 
of L.miii n .on , though the accounts of only tins’ y '111'1 
his ;{.ivormiionl w o n  nnoxinmuod, and though in l;l|,‘h of 
tie.is. years he’ country had boon regularly overrun by

■ (ex
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' J  VIEWS OF MEEK CASIM. lU r.l!!2l
X<^ M 3 ^ r m ie e ,  and lie had boon obliged for defence to BOOK IV. 

keep ou foot an army greater than be was aide to pay.' 1IIA1 ~A' 
Major Carnac and Colonel Code, on the other baud, 

allowed their minds to be entirely engrossed by the on- 
donee which appeared of the rcsolntami of the Nabob to 
destroy Ramnarain. The proof which they p .^ o^ od  was 
indeed but too oonoluehre, they have both l. P then-
d e c la ra tio n s  upo n  record , th a t  th e  N ab o b  te m p te d  th e m
with enormous bribes to leave Ihnnnaram in l„s power.- 
Their opposition to the Nabob, which was often otteusive 
ami exceptionable in the mode, appeared to Vansittart to 
have n o  bolter aim than vexation to him self; it lessoned 
the care of Ramnarain to save appearances in evading the 
extortion with which ho was threatened ; and it enabled the 
Nabob at lust to persuade Vansittart, that it was a man 
requiring nothing but justice, which Ramnarain was la
bouring to defeat; and that his government was hastening 
to ruin from the obstinate dishonesty of one man, sup
ported by two English commanders.

So far did these altorcations and animosities proceed, 
that on the 25tli of June, Vansittart, who had a majority 
in the council, came to the unhappy resolution of recalling 
both Coote and Carnac from Patna, and of leasing llam- 
narain at the mercy of the Nabob. He made tthat use of 
his power, which it was the height of weakuoss in Vanmt* 
tarl not to foresee. Ramnarain was immediately sowed 
and thrown into prison ; liis very house was robbed ; his

i M nJ'ir C i m i i f  ( r e -  h is  K v u k n e e  In He* T l . l M  im p o r t  n t  tin - l  • >imiiiiIti-o o f  
1 7 7 ^ ' b e l ie v e d  t lm l l ie  m v e .l  n o t . i ln p  u u ll.

•) j io t li lii-n te .l  u p '. i i  th e  l iu * .  t lm l U iu m i ir a ln  w u s  iv-.cl\  t .' n - Mint t ' u i h .
I n  a  le t t e r  o f  M a jo r  O a * u a c '»  to  t in  S H e c t  C o m m itt e e ,  .In te.l n t h  X p rll,  I b l ,
.  wVS J h m e  Imur Ittul rcuviU  •-< m Iujk.- t tliu N abob lin.l ill  tl-.'«lj(ii< .U M .iut 
E n m u u n iln , and h a ve  now fm .n l ..j; MiKi»ieton» to<r- to,, i ,u o  1 I,*. \: ,  H lu u  y 

N * u .b  iii'.i • • I !'■  v .y  eo in j.l.im t to  me >e-t. " U y . m  b  ! ‘ • • • • - i  Mr. 
i io - i i .n -  Mui Y u r ie  Me«r**. l .tn lii 'ie tu n  and k"» lr.ii.n . Hint tl.< re n .i*  n e o n -  
*]V  i.i,'. I, .i,m ce ‘1110 l,lu  rev e n u e-  <>f (his t r o v in 'e . U huihai im  Im*
• l “ * r  • t im i hu r e a d y  t'» l a y  t h e  a m o u n t *  b e fo re  l . ' in  ; I w n f r c r ,

ui'lMOwo iwrlfe!. 'llPTvi- wWvlJ 1" M.cli hlali'llicm.. Mr. „„„ |
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jv m -. j .  t in t . t le .- iile  b  t w e e n  th o r n . T i n * ,  w h i.-lt  I i l .  . ,iv l i t  w a s  a
b ' * n l .  “ “  i wi a  so  f i r  fr o m  lie! - u l . i f  o  t o r .  to  D m  N . 1 - 1 . .  U n i  l lu

a’L .1i n ’ ! u o t j iu m  h "  ^ t . M v h . m  II ... th .  M - . i h r y ' . I.......... r .- .
I’ l . i m l i  *1' • K'h ,i \t o f  t i l l*  p r o v in c e  1 r lo r e  h e  . .  i m  .t to  M. >.-!»»«l.»Ui.| .**
s .......A p r  n o  13 In  h i*  c v id e n .  b e fo r e
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N bQOSC-Fv- friends wore tortured to make confession of hidden trea- 
chap. v. su res; his life was only for the moment spared, lest the 

indignation of the English should be too violently roused ; 
and after all, the quantity of treasure which ho was found 
to possess was insignificant, a sum barely sufficient for 
the daily expenses of his government.1

This was the fatal error of Mr. Vansittart’s administra
tion: because it  extinguished among the natives of rank 
all confidence in the English protection; and because the 
enormity to which, in this instance, he had lent his sup
port, created an opinion of a weak or a corrupt partiality, 
and diminished the weight of his interference when the 
Nabob was really the party aggrieved. For now began 
the memorable disputes between the Nabob and the Com
pany a service about the internal trade ; and, at the same 
time, such changes were produced in the Council at Calcut
ta, a impaired considerably the Governor’s power These 
changes constitute an incident in the history of the Com
pany, the memory of which is of peculiar importance.

Just before Colonel Clive resigned the government in 
Bengal, the 147th paragraph of one of the last of the des
patches, to which he affixed his liumo, addressed the 
( wort of Directors in the following terms:—“ Having fully 
spoKen to every branch of your affairs at this Presidency 
under tin ir established heads, we cannot, consistent with 
the real anxiety wo feel for the future welfare of that, 
respectable body from whom you and we are in trust, close 
this address without expostulating with freedom on the 
unprovoked and goneral asperity of your letter par Prince 
H enry packet. Our sentiments on this head, will, we doubt, 
not, acquire additional weight, from the consideration of 
of their beat ■ ribod by a majority of your Council, 
who arc, at this very period, quitting your service, and 
consequently, independent and disinterested. Permit us 
to say, that t he diction of your letter is most unworthy 
your-'Ives and ns, in whatever relation Considered, either 
us muster to servants, or gentlemen to gentlemen. Hero 
inadvertencies, and casual neglects, arising from an >"*•

l V....Mail's Kiin-sUrs, 1 HI—Ml , II* rrlilriec «f .......... .
In Mir I lr,l I ( i i . And II.., ..I I’ll,,., M 1,1,1,,.. nn.l I Aim,, , ,, 1 '" 'I
l - . i  l t l  c .. . a - 171-  II ■ . .i  It , . . i / . ,1. |, i "  '•
MlMnitHi, il. 1(10 —1*1 i Nil 'lst\ Vi* -v i/J the Illicit Ii (JutgnUl'"*1* '•* * ' '‘tJ**!r. n.
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most complicated confusion in the state of BOOK IV. . 
your affairs, have been treated in such language and sou- qua.-. v-
timents, ns nothing but ............... :'l;U !"b' “'.d proiucli- _ ~
fated faults could warrant. Groundless information have 
without further scrutiny, borne with you fho stamp of 
truth, though proceeding from those who hiyl therein ob- 
viou.lv their own pui-poso to serve, no matter at whose 
expense These have received from you such countenance 
and encouragement, as must most assuredly tend to cool 
the warmest seal of your servants here and every where 
else ■ as they will appear to have been only tlic source of 
general reflections, thrown out at random against your 
fuithful servants of this Presidency, in vurious parts of 
-our letter now before us,— faithful to little purpose,— if 
the breath of scandal, joined to private pique or private 
or personal attachments, have power to blow away iu one 
hour the merits of many years’ services, and deprive them  
of that rank, and those rising benefits, which are justly a 
spur to their integrity and application. The little atten
tion shown to these considerations in the indiscriminate 
favours heaped on somo individuals, and undeserved cen
sures on others, will, we apprehend, lessen that spirit of 
zeal bo very' essential to tho well-being of your affairs, and, 
consequently', in the end, if continued, prove the destruc
tion of them. Private views may, it is much to ho feared, 
take the lend here, from examples at homo; and no gou- 
tlemou hold your service longer, nor exert them ,dv, , 
further in it, than their own exigencies require. This 
being the real present state of your service, it. becomes 
strictly our duty to represent it. in the strongest light, or 
we Bi,ould, with little truth, and less propriety, sub
scribe ourselves,

“ May it please your Honours,
“ Your most faithful servants,

“ Robkri L’nva,
“ J. Z. llorwui.n,
“ W it .  B . StJMNLll,

VV. M'Gtmus.”
Tl ' Company woro even then nn strangers to what they 

h a v e  become better acquainted with Ihe longer they have 
a.-ud • to that which, from the very nature of thoir ,lu
ll,,,ri(’v null from their local circumstances, it was evident 

vol. nx. ^
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BQ^KSSKthey must experience; a disregard of their orders, when 
ciur. v. contrary to the interests or passions of their servants:
— -----— hut as they never bofore had a sorvant of such high pre-

l id '  tensions, and so audacious a character as Cliv.e, they had 
neverbefore been treated with so much contumely in words. 
They were moved accordingly to resent it  highly. Jn the 
very first paragraph of their general letter to Bengal, dated 
the 21st of January, 1701, they said, “ Wo have taken 
under our most serious consideration the general letter 
from our late President and council of port W illiam, dated 
the 29th Decembor, 1759, and many paragraphs therein 
containing gross insults upon and indignities offered to 
the Court of Directors ; tending to the subversion of our 
authority over our servants, and a dissolution of all order 
and good government in the Company’s affairs: to put an 
immediate stop therefore to this evil, wo do positively 
order and diroct, that, immediately upon receipt of this 
letter, all those poisons still remaining in tho Company’s 
sorvioo, who signed the said letter, viz. Me. siours John 
Zophaniah Holwell, Charles Stafford Playdoll, William 
Brightwell Sumner, and William M'Guire, bo dismissed 
from the Company’s sorvioo; and you are to take care that 
they bo not permitted, on any consideration, to continue 
in Indio, but that they uro to lw. sent to England by tho 
first ships which return homo tho same season you receive 
this letter."

The dismissal of which this letter was tho signal, not 
only gave a majority in the Council to the party by whom 
Vansittart was opposed; but sent Mr. Ellis, tho most in
temperate and arbitrary of all his opponents, to the chief- 
ship of tho factory at Patna. He treated the Nabob with 
the most insulting airs of authority; and broke through 
all respect for his government. Ho early os the month of 
Janitor , he gave his orders to tho commander of thotronpS 
to seize and keep prisoner ouo of tho Nabob’s coUocU'i'*1. 
wbo bad raised soma difficulties in permitting a quanted 
of opium, the private property of one of the Compe'9 
sorvaiita to pa-sduty free as the property of the (
This outrage th- (liserelion of the officer avoid. •!.  ̂ I

in ; ■  lo th o o rd or ,  and sendin g a h tb  '

N a h u h ,  to r o l l ,  n b y h la  own authority "h"1*"'" ® .
a p p e a r  to he w ru n g . About the same time an” 11 .
of llmh'aU'b, a man of high oomioxo "" 10n#0>
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rfe&lf&U for the Nabob’s use a quantity o f nitre. But. BOOK IV. 
th e  monopoly of the saltpetre trade had been conveyed to chap. v.
the Company. Though an exception in favour of the ----—----
Nabob to the extent of his own consumption was, from 
standing usago, so much understood, that to express it 
had appeared altogetlier useless and vain, this purchase 
Was converted by Mr. Ellis into such an invasion ..f the 
English rights, that the Nabob was not. to be consulted iu 
the pun islunent of bis own servant. The unfortunate man 
Was seized, put in irons, and sent down a prisoner to 
Calcutta, to receive whatever chastisement the Council 
might direct. It required the utmost address and power 
of the President to get him sent back to be punished by 
his master. Ab to sending him back for the purpose of 
ascertaining whether he was guilty or innocent, that was a 
preliminary which it  would have been absurd to propose.
Some of the Council insisted that he should be publicly 
whipped at Calcutta; others, that he should have his ears 
cut oft. Not many days after these violent proceedings,
Mr. Ellis, having heard, by vague report, that two English 
deserters were concealed iu the tort of Mongeer, despatched 
a company of Sepoys, with orders to receive the deserters, 
or to search the fort. The Governor declared that no 
Europeans were there ; and for ampler satisfaction Carried 
two offioers of the Company round the fort. From appre
hension, however, of some evil design, or from a very 
pluin principle of militar\ duto, be refused w i t h o u t  o r d e r s  
to admit a body of mi ted i uni; -.hut the gill a n d  
threatened to tiro u; on them if thee approach. ,t the walls.
ThC Mr. Ellis treated as tint highest excess ,,f insolence; 
and obstinately refused to wit hdraw the Hc|»nya till tln v, 
hud searched tho fort. Ib these repeated invasions of his 
government, the pride of the Nabob wan deeply wounded.
He c o r n  pliu nud to the President in bitter terms; and with 
reason declared that the example, which woe set by the 
servants of the Company, of trampling upon his authority 
deprived him of all dignity in them es of hi? stihie. is, and 
rendered it vain to hope for their ohodienoe. After i dis
pute of three months, during which Ellis was supported 
l,v the Council, tho difference was compromised, by the 
Nabob’s consenting to admit any person to search the fort 
whom Mr. Vans!'i art should name ; when Lieutenant Iron
side, after t be striatest investigation, ivas convinced that no

(f(g)s) (CT
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BOOK IV. European whatsoever, except an old French invalid, whoso 
chap. v. freedom Mr. Hastings procurod, had been in the fort.

Hitherto Meer Ca3im had conducted his government 
with no ordinary success. He had reduced to ohodionco 
all the rebellious Zemindars. What was of still greater 
importance, he had, as was declared by the President in 
his minute of the 22nd of March, 17G2, discharged the 
whole of his pecuniary obligations to the English; and 
satisfied both his own and his predecessor’s troops.1 IIo 
had extorted money with unsparing hands from the Ze
mindars and other functionaries. In the financial depart
ment of his government, he was clear-sighted, vigilant, 
and severe. Ho had introduced a strict economy, without 
appearance of avarice, in his whole expenditure: and ho 
had made considerable progress in new-modelling and im
proving his army; when the whole internal economy of 
,l# government became involved in disorder by the pre

tensions of tho Company’s servants.
In India, as under most uncivilised governments, the 

transit of goods within tho country was made subject to 
duties; and upon all tho roads and navigable rivers toll
houses, or custom-houses, (in the language of tho country 
chokty*) weroerected, whiehlind powerof stopping the o.„,ds 
till the duties were levied. By tho rude and oppressive nu’ 
tore of tho goverumeut these custom-houses wore exceed 
ir.gly multiplied; and in long carriages the inconvenience of 
numerous stoppage-sand payments was very severe. A sm  all 
other departments of the government, so in this, then- , 
nothing regular and fixed; the duties varied at different 
times and different places; and a wide avenue was always 
open for tho extortion of the collectors. Tho internal 
intd' of tho country was by these causes suhjoot, to 
ruinous obstructions.

The KngJisli Company had at au early period availed 
Hkii”- I ,' - >f a favourable opportunity to nolicit exemp
tion from Hurh oppressive interruptions and expense; and 
(hr rulers of the country, who felt in their revemnn ( h o  
benefit • -.f foreign commerce granted a phinmtn  l\s which 
(lie cxj.oit and import trade of tho Company wuo com
pletely juliovel, mi 1 »i•< 1 j the gooda which »hey imported

' I l ls  I'd y h ii m  ■ e ,  til*. •’ » i.nIM .'tl u f  tw  • H i) o  I n r *  "f nt< r ,  % r u n * } ,
"f . ‘ 41 I . r ' l i . r  m ill flfl> ib i. «* In* * <.f rurrvni i "i ••. .  "f ‘is. 4d. ,ir  ’
• ‘ r ' - • a tl u e l i fM . -■ VRiidiUiu’p Mtnul , Nuiialivo. u j
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v^ n S lS w cd  to pass into the interior, anil those which BOOK IV. 
they purchased in the interior for exportation Were allowed chap. t. 
to pass to the sea without either stoppage or duties. A “

i lilioato, signed by the English President, or ducts of 
factories (in the language of the country a duMuch, shown 
at the toll-houses or ol.okeys. protected the property. 1 ho 
Company, however, engrossed to themselves the import 
and export trade between India and Europe, and limited 
the private trade of their servants to the business of the 
country The benefit of this exemption therefore accrued 
to the Company alone; and though attempts had been 
sometimes made to extend the protection of the Oom- 
pauy’B dustucl: to the trade carried on by their servants in 
the interior, this had been always vigorously opposed by 
the Subahdws, both as defrauding the public revenue, and 
injuring the native merchants.

No sooner had the English acquired an ascendancy in 
tho government by the dethronement of Sursj-ad-dowls, 
and the elevation of Meer Jaffier, than tho servants of the 
Company broke through the restraints which lmd been
imposed upon them by former Suhahdars, and . .......1
largely in the interior trade of the country. At first, how
ever, they carried not their pretensions beyond certain 
bounds; aud they paid tho same duties which were levied 
on 1 fie subjects of the Nabob. It app are not that during 
the administration of Clive, any of the Company's ser 
cants, unless clandestinely, uti implcd to trade on any 
other terms. According, however, a- i hra isp iired  e tpo-
riencc of their power over th« gevormi.... . <>! the country I
and especially after the fresh m 1 signal instance of it the 
elevation of » nuW sovoroigf in the person of Meer < on,
II .C u„|innv -' dtistuok or pat.--.purt, which wu only < ntilled 

teet i he go oils of actual e r portal i 11 anil impnrtat ion, 
wnseuiplovo-1 hv the Company's agents of all descriptions 
to protect "their private trade mover” parted the country.
" 1 . Wll, ,|(>w tlic ascoudaitcy of llic hugli;-h mime,
tl" i îh collectors or offluum at the t lmluu i nr toll-houses, 
win, were fully aware of the dependence of their own go- 
voimiiont on the power and pUsisure ol tie- Em.dish, dared, 
not in general to scrutinise tho use which was made of 
tho Company ■< duatuok, or to stop the goods which it, 
fiauduhditlv tiei oettetl. The Company's n c w u 's  wlmne 
goods were thus convoyed entirely tree from duty, wlnlo



those of all other merchants were heavily burdened, were 
c h a p . v. rapidly getting into their own hands the whole trade of 
— t he country, and thus drying up one of tho sources of tho 

1702. public revenue. When tho collectors of these tolls, or 
transit duties, questioned the power of the dustuck, and 
stopped the goods, it was customary to send a party of 
Sepoys to seize the offender and carry him prisoner to the 
nearest factory. Meer Casim was hardly seated on tho 
ruusnud, when grievous complaints of these enormities 
caino up to him from all quarters, and he presented tho 
strongest remonstrances to tho President of the Council. 
In his letter to the Governor, dated March 26th, 1762, ho 
Bays, “ From the factory of Calcutta to Cossiwbuzar, Patna, 
and Dacca, all the English ohiefs, with their gomastalis, offi
cers and agents in every district of the government, act as 
colli <:turn,renters,and magi. t rates,and setting up the Com
pany's colours, allow no power to my officers. And besides 
this, tho goiiiafetnhs snd « thcr servants in every district in 
( • , carry on a trade in oil, ftafe, straw
bamboo, rice, paddy, betel-nut, and other thiugs; and 
ovory man with a Company’s dustuck in his hand regards 
himself as not less than the Company.” It is abundantly 
pr >\ .1 that the picture drawn by tho Nabob was not 
oven barged. Mr. Hastings, in a letter to the President, 
dated liuugulpore, 2 7th April, 1752, said, “ I beg to lay 
before you a grievance, which loudly calls for redress, and 
will, unless duly attended to, render ineffectual any endea
vours to create a firm and lasting harmony between tho 
Nabob anil the Company ;—I mean, the oppressions com- 
initlod under the sanction of the English name, mid 
through tho want of spirit to oppose them. This evil I 
am well assured, >h not confined to our dependants alone, 
but is practised all over the country, by people falsely 
assuming 1 lie habit of our Sepoys, or calling themselves 
our goiuuidni'S. on such occasions the great power of 
the English intimidates tho people from making any »•«- 
sislunoe; so, on the other hand, the indolence of (ho 
liciigulees, or the difficulty of gaining access to those who 
might, do them justice, prevents our having kuowlodgo of 
tlio op) n smoiiM l have boon surprised to meet with Bo
ron! Euyliuh tlajiH l’;.:ng in place-'which l 1'“'*0 L>n , - ■. | ; 
ami mi . river l do not believe that. I passed u hunt 
without one By whatever title ihoy have been aheiunitd,
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| f t j  < SL/  MITIES AKISINO FROM TRADE.
'OySfqr . ,
^W ntuw their frequency can bode no good to the Nabob s BOOK IV. 
revenues, the auiot of the country, or the honour of our cuat. i . 
nation.—a  party of Sepoys, who were on the march before ■ _ ~
Us, afforded sufficient proofs of the rapacious and insolent “  -  
spirit of those people, where they are left to thorn own 
discretion Many complaints against them wore made mo 
on the road; and most of the petty towns and serais were 
deserted at our approach, and the shops strut up from the 
apprehensions of the same treatment from us, >

At iii-Ht the Governor attempted to redress these evils 
by gentle means; by cautiouing the servants of the Com
pany; by soothing the irritation of the Nabob, and lending 
his own authority to enable the native toll-gatherer3 to 
cheek the illegitimate traffic of the English. The mischief, 
however, increased. The efforts of the collectors were 
not only resisted, and the collectors themselves punished 
as heinous offenders on the sp o t; but these attempts of 
theirs excited tho loudest complaints; they were repre
sented as daring violations of the Company’s rights; aud 
undoubted evidence of a design on the part of the Nabob 
to expel the English from the country. As usual, one 
species of enormity introduced another. When the officers 
of government submitted to oppression, it necessarily fol
lowed that the people must submit. At the present time 
it lh <liHieult to believe, even after the must undeniable 
prool, that it became a common practice to force the un
happy natives, both to buy the go;nl« of the • '•nnpany'a 
servants, utnl of all those who procurod the of then* 
name, at a greater; and to m< II to the Com puny’a aorvu.itM 
the go-ala which t hey desired to purolumw, at a less than 
the market price. The .*ativo judges ami mag nitrates

t Mr. Vurohd v*ya, (View >■< Jk'iiual, n. S oml 4M ** i lie realtor mint hura 
I. it a trade, tow in m dull-*. had U*. n <■1st un <1 h  flic (V.n- 

liAtiv''* u’rvont*. supported by tholr forte*. and cMutdohrd I - Hu- lo t  tn*.uy 
* > | . i  ; and that this arth-to. »h i 'It um.'. n. I 1" I o. . i .
v , ,ii orward t r n  rH-od Into this trout) with lio fun Nstdlum a l l  •«.». In!.,
Th« ■ i it at* nto >u during two years with M«vr «’< ,hn. In »upi it .-l this. ir. i*.
‘ . v lAkcuod tlio country ,;..vcnirai*t.t. which * * wiW-iiient .m  riu-ow
SST, 1.1111.11.1.1- Al HU- m m  r t i r t  ‘ 1 11 \  } “< «"

,,,, null,t iM. muu-IIoii h*raMc<t a.nl t,,,|n. .-a tlw ■All.,- ..Ion-

•n .uu .l ,,,> i,iul Il.nm nnd SHUOI. IM mm,mi. w m  l-tli-Hl III I limn, mil 
lut, 1 •iiu|iitui>n»)y every day."—" A trade WH« turned on wllhmil
«'l dim ■ m til nroi1'. iiili’u of which Infinite* «wm..........w e r  .-omnilm-.l.
In  • I.., , „t or K.iuiH'^hMUd Viuiuiilid wilh InJm-liH the \‘h . t. unplcd
5JJI W» tilth .rid u» ......mm n*. hiiuliiijf olid tn-m-h.:..* *.h N im b i ill • •-»,
J 1-*!- t . W-Mimud to luterfcrc. Thb win the tmiucdUta u u h  ol mo 
w** atm hUir CvxiUu."



were resisted in the discharge of their duties; and even 
1 ”A1’~ ' ■ tlleir functions were usurped. The whole frame of the 

1T02. government was relaxed: and in many places the Zemindars 
and other collectors refused to bo answerable for the 
revenues.1

The President, aware of the prejudices which were fos
tered, by a majority of the board, against both the Nabob 
and himself, submitted not to their deliberation these 
disorders and disputes, till ho found his own authority 
inadequate to redress them. The representations, pre
sented to them, of the enormities to which the privato 
trade of tlie Company’s servants gave birth in the country, 
wore treated, by the majority of the Council, as the effect 
of a weak or interested subservience to the views of the 
Nabob ; while they received the complaints of tho servants 
and their agents against the native officers, moro often in 
fault, accord,..g to Hastings aud Vonsittart, from laxity 
than tyranny, as proofs of mjuutioe demanding immediate 
punishment, and of hostilo designs against which off'uc-

1 The following 'otter to the Knboli from one of bl.
m o il o f  f l i c  e in n iiln liil...  ; i t  b  d a t e d  B s o k a v i u i y o ,  M .iv  r ,  171V, '
......................... .........  • '  H'l* P l.n  0 nMiijf, m e  to U |,|.ly  t „  ><,urj l . i l m t l r  fo r
ftlnu-tloli.1 I'll my further jiroeiTilliwn.— My Injtruriimm ii hi, |, | ......... ™  •»*
IV. 1 in 1 111 1 “’ >■ I urop-tio, or tlielr w i nit commuted .uiy ,1 .. r, "I”'
l',‘> 110 #•"> <" < nliutu. noteithitaliilliir m,y unarms tin- 1i..r s-i ....... . No,win,.1 ,h. tint ra w  of lliyieord isr■... . It " : l."i«:ni'i 1 iiiio'i, luiviliniif mil T,,,,,, o j, a, j',1 ''" "W
n-iit'o monos, to ] - r  i.aito tin- to t,:ioiocn» ,,omi.eilii b e r T m lT V  y 
] -tunable manner; sbleli, tiltln ttdt ret,rated icv-ral tin,,.. t , , . i  ' '  *
........... ...  ......... ay . ha, 'ocoeelnnctl ,,'ie 'r iJ riu ," '
rcsjio. tivi- mailers, that I ntatmeted thorn In H,elr 'b S taS e  tiu.l 111" 
und m u m  I tun 0 reectved mentuimt letter;, from g, ntletmm
tliit'.i oninjr, it I mt< ilero tlicir irnunUi, lo u>o such ini’UMiiv-s m I may 
r‘ 'V 'l :  ,T . . h?v" K,,nt,rn,‘-,! r.nlydom- this. ihHr v. rv K..n,nst..l.« l,.»vnI I f • || l.lll.llf !.**•«III..I 11, .1-1 I ■ t«l, Hit 'll ill HIM |HI - I . .Him, III, , Mill

iiif , tln»*l" <>( t l i r  t r u t  11 o f  w fiii- li 1 l in v o  ^»i..i | |i| m> tu N . a v , S ir ,  | h-m

! "  " I. 1"  •' 1 1 H i t . , . .  h Ii - ' i in ti it IIh: 111 III.    4 |
I01 t m -r ly ,  t U u . .w  i r ..» « | it  1.. t io t ii ii iK  b y  tlu* p i u t l l .  1. A  u m .t l r -

*■ ' ll h K«*i»ia*Uli h e r e  t.» l»uy o r  - i l l .  II. im m o tlim . lv  n ,  h im .
‘ 1 - ' * r >  InfMhllAiit, Olllwr «<■ Imy l.u K.....In... t.lll.im

'  1 ‘  • 1 ‘ t i l l  i , fill . .. •• ..| I n -  U| I t)  ) !I II ' . ll tr .1 . . 1 i l l ,      lm >
J'*"1 1 h ' Hn.-urtl.M.ntov, 11 when willimr, hut u.m. mi.II,.p-o

’ "  ' ll. ' ‘ I l l ' l l  lb to <-llj, (’«>«•• tlio t l l l l o i o i l l  b io u c lt.-- , .1! |)H (h (e. l ln - l l l-
"" « •• «»|'I -I 1 bull, r »oy j» r .mn t- buy nr •••II Ih, urn, . il„., in ,

"  ,ll< t • ■ u >.». >• |k  »|.lf <in f ,  l l . , 1, u n  i t .• -n o l  ih ,  ir  u i . l l i . i n t i  l» *,*•» in  1 • • ‘ " 'I  ' 1 1 ' l l  I'm i.rw  Hi, v |'U 1 1 »■ . tin*.' i l i i i i l .  i i iv  |i • i i * "  • " ,
• 1 ............... 1 ‘ • • r. !•* r.,; .1, ,  1 • ii,.,, , , , 1 ,Hl |
o i l , m i n i .  1 i* ’( u »*• I ' i m i i *  u . i , I ,  11,> I n i o r f f r ih K  ..........•lim b  n “  im » '„  'l l , ,in
1 M|„|.l:Ulll 111 .. . MmI IIMMiy uthfl , J . J . r loin ,1 Hill „|i; . I.,l I) |ir.H tint i|, h
11 J' ’ I    • ’I' ll Minin uf IllltAhl' ..I '• •«, Iiir*.

J " ’ " ' * '  ‘  * in  ih u  im i' ll i  ■ •h i . Im-i v o ,  lm l  hum  n , . i j  1 >j 11 |« Ih*.
, |,|U«. H iH.ltf, | l ,  ,  , aOntlMK • « M III#, i* l l l l l.  lM s  lllM ttlro lb tia ........ .
it ' i 'iw *.......' *• “‘K-i Injur «” . v .iioitbiK .1 Na,ruth,
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X V v^ ^ J N o r j h t i e s  a r i s in g  f r o m  t r a d e . O J 2 2 i

^ ^ % o u ritio s  coul.l net bo too spodily taken. Of tho BOOK IV. 
Council a creat proportion were deriving vast emoluments o u r . v. 
from the abuses tho existence of which they denied ; and —— — 
tbo President obtained support from Mr. I lust in;;- alone, 
tB his endeavours to check enormities, which, a lew years 
afterwards the Court of Directors, the President, tho 
Servent» of the Company themselves, and Hie whole 
World, joined in reprobating, with every term of condem
nation and abhorrence.

Observing the progress of these provocations and re
sentments, Vausittart anticipated nothing but tho calamity 
of war unless some effectual measures could be adopted 
to pro ■nt them. Dependence upon tho English, though 
it had been light, was a yoke which the Nabob would 
doubtless have been very willing to throw off. This pre- 
suznod inclination the majority of tho Counoil treat*} m  
a determined, purpose ; and every measure of his admi
nistration was, according to them, a proof of his hostile 
designs. The Nabob, aware of the strength of tho party 
to whom his elevation was an object of aversion, naturally 
considered the friendship of tho English aa a tenure fur 
h-om secure. Tho r» p«u t was spread, tliat Ihovuw s ».f 
his enemies would he adopted iu England ; aud it is no 
wonder if, against a contingency so very probable, he was 
anxious to bo prepared. Vausit1 urt, however, who wot* nob 
mintukoii u-4 to tho interest, which the Nabob had iu mum- 
turning bn r m u\n-ii wil h the* Engli-h, and his want. <•/' 
power t'» contend with them, remained w.-Muired «>I Inn di*- 
].obit ion to peace, unless urged l*v pr«»voentiomi i->> giv.it 
for his temper to end me. Reformed the plan, I lien, lore,
,,|* ,, meeting with tV im . in h | •< * th.d, 1.; mutual
explanations ami ooncosMuns, there mighi l>» drawn, lie 
tween tin) rights of tho govoruniuat ou tlio one lum,l, anil 
the pretensions of the Company's sorvanl- on tho other, 
mvli a line of demarcation us would preclude till ftituiv
injuries and complaints. With Mr. Hssinigs. « . u ooad-
jul,,,. I,,, arrived at Mongocr on tlio 30lh of Ni.v.-mU-r,
„,K| \ s„, , , ' i  nud v.iili oil tho marks cm b-.l.iy m.,1 
frlonihliip. After »otui> bitter ooutpluinU the Nub,.I,
'lure,,,| Unit all procoding KiiiiiinsilicB should bo con >igned 
to oblivion, and that, ilio printout uiWrvicW should b„
^■hu||y employed in preventing tlio recurreuoe ot such

■ g<%x
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\gW K yJY . dangerous evils. For this purpose, ho insisted that the 
ciiAr. V. interior trade, or that from placo to place within the 
— ——  country, should be entirely renounced, as a trade to which 

I,C*' the Company had no claim, and in which their servants 
had never been allowed to engage by any Subahdar pre
ceding Moor Jaffier ; atrado which introduced innumerable 
disorders into his government, and was not carried on for 
the benefit of the Company, but of individuals, who reaped 
the profit of their own offences. Mr. Vansittart, though 
fully aware, as he him self declares, that the interior 
trade, which had been grasped by the Company’s servants, 
was purely usurpation, was yet, he says, “ unwilling to 
give up an advantage which had been enjoyed by them, in 
a greater or less degree, for five or six years.” A still 
stronger n w m  probably w*», that ho knew himself un- 
abln to make them “ give it  up and, therefore, limited 
hie end. avours to |1 c.. it upon such a foundation as ap
peared t*1 ' kerl calculated for the exclusion of abuse. Ilo 
proposed that the iuterior trade should bo open to the 
sorvonts of the Compauy, but that they should pay the 
same duties as other merchants ; and that, for the preven
tion of all disputes, a fixed and accurate rate of duties 
should be established. To this arrangement, the Nabob 
who saw but little security against a repetition of the pre
ceding evils in the assignment of duties which, as before 
the son ants of the Company might refuse to pay mani
fested extreme aversion. A t last, with great difficulty, he 
was induced to comply; but declared his resolution, if 
this experiment should fail, to abolish all duties on iute
rior commerce, and in this way at least placo his own 
subjects on a level with the strangers. To prevent the 
ineouveniunoo of repeated stoppages, it wan agreed that 
nine per cent., immensely below tbe rate exacted of other 
traders,1 should bo paid upon tbo prime cost, of the 
geode, at the plaoe of purchase, and t.hnt no further 
duties should bu imposed. Sir. Vansittart returned to 
Calcutta on tbe 1 (Kh of Jumiury.

• Cllvi’. i’i lit* •Mr■•»(!,. Mur.-lt 30, 177?, nftcrwftril* fulillulirtl t'.v
f rill. ' i j.«- liafi-. • * | itili'iilr ly ’iimv — .'Mill llmt llih i... . • HU’il) tti ||.c
tfrx'VIUti-l nf H lilt l| il l Kill . M. Itlulllfil." ' Allll'ill a iKMutl i, fl"'ll .\) n |
1771 («• July 17YI. v* in i ■• .1 i i • I. i' M!|irlnf«’«1. !■ l». | ■( m|>wnjr al’.i f.
K it,- ill . \ .  li .'l l l  ■ Im ltM  „ l  t. : i y  !-• j . . . m l  i s i l l r . l  t i l ' s  • ' ! .  »I **'lt V i
W '• i * . • • -in. K- i l n ' i i  f o r v i u i t e  .. • • • tor i \  luwli' U» cm i it ih. ii i  -
(K tlv t*  '



^ o T W d o u t  boliovod that he had left Calcutta fully BOOK IV. 
authorized, by the Counoil, to settle with the Nabob tho c h a in  a .
tu‘'>us of an amicable arrangement; and he expected to 
find the Members of the Council pleased that tho servants 
of tho Company wore now vested with a right to that 
plentiful source of gain, in which thoy had hitherto par
t i ^  ated only by usurp*! ion H .  was not as yet s.Ubc.- 
eutly acquainted with the boundless desires of his Col- 
w , iea lioforo his arrival, unlimited condemnation had 
passed on the wholo of his proceedings ; and tho precipi
tation of tho Nabob added to the disorder and combustion.
Tho regulations which tho President had formed wore 
couched in a letter addressed to the Nabob. It was the 
plan of Vansittart, that, as soon as they were continued 
by tlic Council, instructions should be sent to the English 
factories and agents <; and that corresponding instructions 
should at the same time be transmitted by the Nabob to 
his officers, informing them of tho powors which thoy wore 
authorized to exert. The Nabob, who was not sufficiently 
w arned or sufficiently patient to observe this ordc r of pro
ceeding, immediately transmitted copies of Vunsiitm t’s 
letter to his different ofhoers, as the e ide of laws by which 
thoir conduct was to bo guided. The officers, of course, 
began to act upon those laws immediately ; and as tho 
English liad no commands to obey, they resisted. Tho 
nanvo officers, who imagined they lmd now authority lbr 
retaliating mouio of tho indiguificu to which they hu«l Imm u 
subject, were in various instanoos guilty of *uvoiity uml 
oppression. It followed ofeoursc, that tho diiwuthJiKjtiou 
which the Members of iln< ‘oimcil w.oo pn-pared to dis- 
pluv, was rendered more voulident and loud by these tiuup- 
actioils, and by tho complaints which they failed not to 
produce. It was speedily ivnolvod. that the President, had
1,0 authority for forming those regulation* to which he 
bail aaseuted; and instructions wore scut to thu factories 
ami agents to trade upon tho previous terms, and t.> soiae 
and imprison any of the Nabobs olf.ee,- who alu.uld dare 
to offer any obstructions. lu  a soleum cm. ultalimi, which 
was hold on tho 1st of March, it w as determined, with only 
two ,1, -rating voices, those of the President and Mr. lias- 
ting . that by tho imperial phimau, under which the 
'■'<nni,«i,y had traded so lung, their servants huu a ri^ht
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ih^KJYo/which, however, all preceding Nabobs had disallowed) to 
c h a p . v. the internal trade, and that it was out of compliment, not 
— — by obligation, that they had in any case consented to tlio

1703' payment of duties. It was decided, after many words, 
that, os an acknowledgement to the Nabob, and out of 
their own liberality and free choice, they would pay a duty 
of two and a half per cent, upon the article of salt alone, 
and no other ; instead of the nine per cent, upon all arti
cles for which Vansittart had agreed. I t was, however, at 
the same time decreed, that all disputes between the 
gomastahs of the English, and the subjects of the native 
government, should bo referred, not to the native tribu
nals, but to the heads of factories and residents: that is, 
should be referred to men, not only, in the great majority 
<>f cases far too distant to receive the complaints ; but, 
w h a t ,  was still more shameful, men reaping exorbitant 
protils from tlio a b u s e s  over w h i c h  they were thus exclu
sively vested with the judicial power.

When Vansittart took leuvo of the Nabob, he was Bet
ting out upon an expedition against the kingdom of Ncipau] 
a small oouutry, completely surrounded, after the manner 
of Cashmere, by the northern mountains. It was a coun
try which the Mohammedan arms had never reached ■ an,] 
o n  tho subject of its riohes, oriental credulity, influenced 
by tho report of its yielding gold, had room for unlimited 
expansion. The conquest of a country, abounding with 
gold, held out irresistible temptations to tho Nabob. ITa 
ascended the ridge of mountains by which it is separated 
from Bengal; but he was met by tho Nepanlcse in a dan
gerous pass ; and, after a contest, which appalled him, 
abandoned the enterprise. Ho was met, upon bis return, 
by aoooun! of the reception which the regulat inns of Van- 
sittnrt had experienced in tho Council ; of the resistance 
which had been opposed to his officer! in their attempts 
to oxeoute his order's ; and of the seizure mid imprison
ment which in various ioslnnecf they had undergone. It'1 
w r o t e ,  in terms of the highest hidignaf ion; and culled 
upon the English to relieve him from the burden of (he 
Btihuhd ury, hi nee limy deprived him "f tho powers with
out which tho go\v■ umont of the country eoiild not ho 
carried mi. Ih nil eiioe wn- nearly exhausted : he now, 
t i l e r ,  lw. , executed Ilia resolution of abandoning all duties
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of goods and laid tlio interior trade of his BOfrtTV. 
csunfrj< perfeotly open. a tu r. v.

Tiro conduct of the Company's servants, upon this occa- 
siou, furnishes one of the most remarkable instances upon ‘ ‘ ®  
record of tho power of interes t to extinguish all w i.ho of 
justice and even of shame. They had hitherto m i .ted, 
contrary to all right and all precedent, that the govern
ment of the country • l">uld exempt thoir goods from duty.
They now insisted that it should impose duties upon tho 
goodH of all other traders ; and accused it  as guilty of a 
breach of peace toward the English nation, because it pro
posed to remit them.1

To enforce these conditions, and yet to maintain the 
appearance of omitting no effort to obtaiu the consent of 
tho Nabob, it  was proposed in the Council to send to him  
a deputation. For this purpo.se, Mr. Amyatt and Mr. Hay 
volunteered their services. They departed with their in
structions on the 4th of A pril In the meantime, in all 
parts of the country, the disputes between tbe officers of 
tho government and tho Company's servants, were carried 
to tho greatest height. Many complaints arrived at C'al- 
cuttaof the resistance which the gomustahs of the English 
experienced in tho conduct of their business, and even of 
tho outrages to which they were sometimes exposed. On 
them  hur hand, a multitude of instances wore produced, in 
which the English Sepoys hud 'ecu employed t icir.e and 
bind, and beat the oHicors of tho government, and to pro
tect tho agents of tho Company's si t runts in all the en r 
unties and operessious whi k they exorcised upoe. the

1 IS the Council, the P rep .l'llt .ml Mr. Il-ellni: i , aa W r e . l l i i  --.ty 
.I,.,.nl...Hi*. ami aal.l (acc tl.olr nnn.ite. Colon!' ei-’u, Mnrvli 114 ■' 11 ■ , .ituiot
th ink the N abob lo  blame (in ah-HOuni, tin- tliil.e-, i.n- .t u. .-o hn-.v he
r,mill ill' olherwlw. Vor although II m»» I"' for «nr Inter,-si i . o- t. i - i n.-.
,h»t 4 |. will have all tin: trailc in our W i t .  take e 'e ry  iiitwle ..I tin- in-.. !-„ ,,

, h, , .untrv oh the (rroand al tin' Hr" liana, an.l vie■ "ar'li erne ll ..
free of cu»tom«, yet ii I- not to Ik e.|n-. t.-J that me ;...... .. win

will, in  in endeavouring <" 'h-prlo.- all the lueiehanp ,-i ■ -"'miry .,r u„. 
a n i l .  I.f carivliw on their hujiii «i. w l . h u  m e t  un.lnu' In - ■ In. the. 
caw. If they are "hhcod I" P»r Jwu-y * «  e» ' " *« '-v«T aril .- „i,
the |<n>lhlK lKf"re-inn.ltKinea M-nliel in i> n o|.lllhm ■ •i*-«l e '  Na! -. n  nvh

">*«•fc.-. m the Malr.ba righn 10 lay lra l. ; , n , i  ll.at Uw
Mi«a uf ever, v*"'litre lu a a r ls h t  1" anvlli,"K for tin ................. it- m.-i.

ir.tdliiK under l»li pioircrlnn Annsiturt. iti 74.— I \U%'n can ta  
“ "tliffi icm o of pinion uT\ tlio-o proceed'w i. Hu- harm* -  iKht«M « iiulu 
IJJjp •>{ M»miin'icl*\ pupWlty, ha«l rn . ii'rt ' all the hi i. ' 1 i •(].
I ■** *!»•• urn lioiionriliW i”* of \ i v i iM r t  au \ l . me itm u iy

w  • Mibl* to tho Uklak I of IY.UOU, Ja. Ik fthU ik ; . - - A
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wlJgKjJ&TGoplt'' At Patna, from the animosities and violence of 
chap. v. Mr. Ellis, the flames of discord wero the most vehemently 

fanned ; the Sepoys were employed tinder his directions in 
opposing the government in bodies of 500 at a time ; ami 
blood had been shed in the disputes which ensued. Before 
the 14th of April, the position of the Nabob and the Com
pany had become so threatening, that in the consultation 
of that, day moasures of war wero eventually planned. Tho 
Nabob, on his part, though well acquainted with his own 
weakness, (for the short duration and the difficulties of his 
government had rendered tho collection of more than a 
vary small army impossible,) yet fully persuaded of the 
resolution of the Council to depose him, now applied for 
assistance to the Emperor and the Nabob of Oudo ; and 
prepuce.! himself for a conclusion which he deemed ine
vitable.

On tho SfVth of May some boats, laden with arms for 
tho troops at Patna, arrived at Mongeer. This circum
stance tendod to confirm the Nabob in bis opinion that 
tho English were arming for war. He had the resolution 
to order the arms to bo stopi>ed. The deputation from 
the Council had already arrived ; but he treated their now 
propositions as unreasonable ; and enumerating the out
rages committed upon hie servants, and the disorders in
troduced into his government, insisted, that the resolution 
of the Council to protect such proceedings imported 
nothing less than a design to deprive him of his authority. 
Though he offered to let the arms proeeod to Patna, if 
either Mr. Aniyatt, Mr. M'Ouire, or Mr. Sefttil 
placed over the factory, ho refused to send them to Ellis, 
us a in.m determined to employ them again v. him. Ho 
oven insisted th.it the towns whioh were stationed at 
Putnu. mu! for whom he paid, under the pretence of their 
fioing employed for the protection of his government, 
should uot remain at the disposal of his enemy, hut, should 
be si*nt either to ( 'aleut.tn or Monghuer.

The Council wore unanimous in treating tho dnloiifinn 
of the arms as a very serious offence i and the depute 
lion were instruct*"! to take their departure, unless tho 
h'vM wero alloy. d t" proouod. Tho Nabob 'encored ; 
and mi I" ‘ill, of J mi. the gentlemen of the deputation 
wr*.io to tho 1 louueil, that bo hud consented to release
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?Wbo»it>'of arms immediately ; to enter upon negotiation BOOK IV. 
witKout poreisting, nsbefore, in his preliminary demand of ciiAr. v.
removing tho troops from Patna ; and that they had ac- — -------
eordinglv agreed to wait ui>on him the following day. 17r'n- 
The hopes, which were drawn from this communication,
%  those Members of the Council to whom peace was 
really dear, were speedily destroyed. Mr. Ellis, at an early 
period of the disputes, had presented urgent expostulations 
to tho Council upon the necessity of being entrusted with 
disc i , i -i - not only to aot upon the defensive if
attacked by the Nabob, but oven to anticipate any hostile 
attempt by the seizure of Patna. This demand tho Pre
sident had very earnestly opposed, from a strong convic
tion that the precipitation of Mr. Ellis would force the 
Company into war. By alarming representations, how
ever, of the imminent dangers to which the factory was 
exposed and of the impossibility of receiving instructions 
110111 tlmo for the adoption of measures indis
pensable for its safety, the permission which Mr. Ellis 
solicited was at last conferred. After a variety of reports 
received by tho Nabob of operations, openly carried on by 
this gentleman, which could have nothing in view but a 
State of war, a lotter was brought to him from the Go
vern,,,- „f Patna, on the 20th or 21st, informing him that 
Mr. Kills had made preparations, and oven constructed 
Judders, fui attacking tho fort. This seems to b.i\e pot 
mi end to tic- inclination, if  m y, which tu Imd -lilt re
tained for avoiding, by aooonnnodatinn, the huaat d , l war 
Commands w.ro sent to stop the mum, which had utreudv 
proceeded up the river: Me. Amyatt was allowed ton-turn 
to Cttloutta : but Mr. Ifay was detained, as a In, ■•Inyo for 
tho Nabob’s iiumils, imprisoned by the English. lute Hi - 
genco of tho departure -if Amyatt reached Mr. Ellis on the 
24th. On that very night, ho surprised and took the city 
of Patna. The nows of this attack carried tho re wntment 
of the Nabob to that degree of violonuo, to which a long 
course of provoeution, terminated by n deadly injury, w,h  
calculated to raise that passion in a hull'-eivili.vd mind, 
lie  dispatched his orders to soizo and make prisoners of 
l ho English wherever they were tb be found; among tho 

to stop Mr. Amyatt, and send him with his retinue 
' ''’ongheor. As Mr. Amyatt refused to etop his bouts,
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BOOK IV. and answered the command which ho received for that 
C H A P. V. purpose by firing upon the Nabob’s people, the boats were 

.  immediately boarded, and in the struggle lie himself, with 
lh' ■ So viral others, was slain,

Itnfli puft-iaR imw hunt omul to talln the ft,. 1,1 'piie
huiboh was »|H)udily uneouniged by tidings front Patna. 
After Captain Carstairs, tho officer commanding the Eng
lish troops, which wore sent a little before day-break oil 
the morning of tho 25th to surprise Patna, had, without 
much difficulty, finding the guards for the most part off 
their duty, scaled the walls ; and after the Governor of 
Patna, who suddenly collected a portion of the garrison, 
and made a very short resistance, had left the city and fled 
towards Mongheer ; the English, masters of tho whole 
place, except the citadel, and a strong palace, into which 
an officer had thrown himself, broke through the rules of 
prudence as much in the prosecution, as they had broken 
through those of caution in the commencement of their 
operations. The troops wero allowed to disperse and 
wero plundering tho houses of the inhabitants ; when Urn 
Governor, who had only marched a few miloB before' h0 
mot a detachment which hail been scut to reinforce him 
from Mongheer, receiving at the same time intelligence of 
tho resistance made by the citadel and palace, returned 
The English were ill prepared to receive him After a 
Blight resistance they spiked their cannon, and retired to 
their factory. It was soou surrounded ; when, fear taking 
place of their recent temerity, they evacuated the place 
during the night., and taking to their boats which weM 
stutionod at their cantonments at Bunkiporo they fled up 
the river to f  hoppi rah, and towards the frontiers of (Judo, 
where being attacked by tho Fojedar of Sirkaur Harun, 
they laid down their arms. The factory at. Cosaimbuzar 
wan plundered about the same time ; and all tho English 
who belonged to it, us well as those who had lied from 
IV  mi. wore sent prisoners to Mongheer.

It had, soino time before, been determined in tile lk.nn- 
cil, the President and Mr. Hastings refusing to concur, 
that in ta. < of a war with Moor (lasim, tho door should 
be closed against accommodation, by divesting liiin of 
the government, and elevating auothor parson to his 
Houie , U i n . l i  th*’ incliue holy death, then lute, i , i  Mr
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^^yfcfet' becaiiie known, a negotiation was immediately BOOK IV. 
commenced with Moor Jnflier, whose puerilo passion to c h a p . v . 
feign made him cngcr to promise compliance with any 
conditions which were proposed. Resides confirming the J ,w ’ 
grant winch had hern ol.tuined ........  Men- < V.in, of Urn
nn»„U « „i ll,o p ro v in ce s  ol llm.lwau, J V l l d n a , A n d
C'liittiwMilg, for defraying Uni expense of the English troops 
employed ill thu defence of tliu country, the new Subnhdar 
granted ex em p tio n  to the trade of the Company’s servants 
from all duties, except the two and a half per cent, which 
tlie.,0 servants them selves, out of their own liberal,. y, 
aiM eed to puy i1 [ion t he single article of suit. He consent- d 
also to rescind the ordinance of Meer Oasim for the general 
remission of commercial imposts, and to levy the ancient 
duties upon all except the English dealers, l ie  engaged 
Us maintain 12,000 horse, and 12,000 fo o t; to pav to fhe  
Company thirty lacks of rupees, on account of their losses 
Mfo the expense of the war ; to reimburse the Z £ Z  
• j l ,  individuals, and to permit no Europeans but 

English to erect fortifications in the country.
Oil the 2d of July the English army was ordered 1o 

march from Oherettee i t  consisted of (150 Europeans 
and 1200 Sepoys, exclusive of the block cavalry, com
manded by Major Adams, of the King's Eighty-fourth 
1'ml‘T i  U W"  'du'rwards j<lined by 100 Bui
o 1,' il T. f  fro"‘ M iduiiporc. A fter ,eluding the treaty on the m b , the new Naiad, pro- 
cuedud to thu army, which he joined at Agurdccp 
the 11 Ui.

"Hm defensive movement of Meer Casim was to 
send throe of liis generals, with their respective troops, i,, 
pout themselves, for the protection of Monmhcdal.ad, be
tween that city and the English army. That army en
countered them on the 10th; and gave them a total 
defeat. They retreatod from the battle towards ( d u  mb, 
where they received command to post themselves, and 
where they wore reinforced by the principal purt of Meer 
Dasim’s army, among the rest by the Uennan Sutuvoo1 
wlm commanded the Sepoys, or the troops discipline! ju 
flic European mamior, in the service of thut N’uhob. On

1 ililia jvuu lu rtrcam e to India u  a w rjesuiin  th i t'rcudi n tr j ) .
V°E Ui. R
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BOOffiMV, tlie 23d, the English army advanced to Ghana Cullee, and 
C,,A5'- v- 011 *dle 24th iu the morning stormed the lines at Mootejil, 

which gave them possession of Moorshedabad. On tho 2d 
' °* August they reached the plain of Qeriah, near Sootee,

where the enemy waited and gave them battle. It was 
the severest conflict which the English had yet sustained 
with an Indian army. Meer G'asirn had been very ambi
tious to introduce the European order among his troops ; 
and he was now defended by a body of men better ap
pointed and better disciplined than those which any native 
commander had ever brought into the field. The battle 
lasted four hours, during which the enemy once broke a 
part of the English line, took possession of two guns, and 
attacked the Eighty-fourth regiment in front and rear. 
Tin- stcadiiu as, however, of the English exhausted tho im
petuosity o f  111 i. i us.-iu hints, and in the end bestowed upon 
th. in a cum plclo and brilliant victory. The enemy aban
doned all their carillon, with 150 boats laden witli ,.revi
sions, and fled to a strong post on a small strr „m, called 
the Oodwa, where Meer t'asim had formed a very strong 
entrenchment. On every reverse of fortune, the i'ears and 
tho rage of that unhappy man appear to have inflamed 
him to a renewed act of cruelty; and Iiamnarain who 
hitherto had boon retained a prisoner, with several chiefs 
and persons of distinction, was, upon the present disaster 
ordered for execution. If. was at this time only that Meer 
Casum among whose qualities contempt of personal dan
ger had no share, having first conveyed his family and 
treasures to the strong hold of Rotas, left Mongheer. Ho 
marched towards Oodwa, but halting at. a distance, ecu- 
tented himself with forwarding some bodies of frnopH. The 
Bitglish approached the enm-neli meni. 08 tin- lith . It 
occupied llio whole of ft narrow apace which oxloudcd be
tween the liver and t.ho foot of the hills. Tho ditch, which 
wa* deep, v.' tifty or nixty feet brood, ntid full of water. 
Tlit pound in front wa.1, awuuipy, and admitted no 
approach, except, for a apace of about 100 ymda on the 
bank • -f the river. At this place tin Kngliah, lmrofwuul 
daily l»y miimroiirt bndiua of cavalry both iri IY< ut and 
ram were iU ( tiitvd for nearly ft month. On the oth of 
tk'pt< nibiir, while a trigned attack at tho bank of tho river 
• ''K ‘H»‘d the a1 trip ion ol tho enemy, a gi ..ml cflort wan
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f*  ( I m e e r  c a s i m  t a k e s  r e f u g e . C Q ^

\S^®flSl5t*>/foot of tho hills, and, i» spite o f an obstinate 
r ^ S J ^ ^ w o s  crowne-l with success. Moor Cash,,, upon < n*p. v. 
‘ntelligonoe of this new misfortune, left his camp privately 
the succeeding night, and hastened to Monghoer, whither 11 1 • 
lie was followed by the army in great disorder. He re
mained, however, only a few days to secure some of his 
effects and r e f r e s h  his t roops ; and then proceeded towards 
Patna? He carried with him the English prisoners ; and 
hilled hv the way the two colebrated Sets, the great 
Hindu bankers, whom, in the progress of his disputes 
wild the E n g l i s h ,  he had seized and brought from Moor- 
shodabad.

Mean time the English army advanced towards Mon- 
ghoer, which they were obliged to attack regulavlv ; but 
early in October they made a practicable breach, when the 
garrison, consisting of 2000 Sepoys, capitulated. The loss 
of this place, which he had made his capital, threw lleer  
Casim into a paroxysm of rage ; during which lie ordered 
tho English prisoners to be massacred; and Surnroo, tho 
Uerraau, executed with alacrity the horrid command. Mr.
Eullerton, the Surgeon, who, in tho exercise of his profes
sion, hail gained a placo in tho affections of Moor (Tasini, 
vras the only individual whom ho spared. As tho English 
von* advancing towards Patna, Moor Casim departed to 
KuitK- distance from tho city. The garrison defondod it  
w i t h  spirit; ..von took one of the English batteries, and 
blow up Uteir magazine. But tho ruinous fortiliont i<ns 
wore not calculated for a prol niged rened unco, au«l I'.-tn i 
wild trtkon by storm on the *' U of NovoinUcr. .St' -i i lio 
Josfl of this place, Me or CVuriU Hindu n o  f m  t l i e r  iv*i i .mh-c. 
lie  formed hi j resolution to throw himself upon the pro
tection of tho Nabob of Oide the Vizir, and made luisi e to  
take refuge in liifl dominions. The English army followed 
him to tho banka of tho Commons jo, which they reached 
curly in December.

\  treaty, in which the Vizir had bound himself by liis 
« afh ou the Coma to Support the ejected Nabob, hn.l he u 
concluded, before that unfortunate chief crossed the 
boundary of his own dominions. At that time tho E iq . 
l"-rnr ami Suja-ad-dowla wen. encamped .u Allahabad,
V"»;paving an expedition against Bundolcund, the predatory 
‘‘‘buhitunU of which had refused to pay their revenues.
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Meer Casim was received by them with all the distinction 
chap. v. due to the greatest viceroy of the Mogul empire. As the 
— — enterprise against the Bundelas threatened to retard the

l<ol. assistance which he was impatient to receive against the 
English, he ottered to reduco them with his own battalions, 
crossed the Jumna, took one of their fortresses, and so 
alarmed them, by his artillery, and his Sepoys, dressed and 
disciplined in the European manner, that they hastened 
to make their submission ; and Suja-ad-dowla who, under 
pretence of assisting Meer Casim, already grasped in his 
expectation the three provinces of the East, marched with 
his allies to Benares, to make preparations for his selfish 
enterprise.

In the mean time the English, who were ignorant of his 
designs, and not without hopes that ho would either de
liver Meet Cashim into their hands, or at least deprive him 
of his treasures and troops, dirocted that the army should 
be cantoned on the frontiers for the purpose of watching 
his motions. In tins situation an alarming di; atfeotiou 
broke out among the troops. The importance and diffi
cult iew of the service which they had rendered in reco
vering the provinces from Meer Casim, had raised a high 
expectation of some proportional reward. Nor had the op
portunity of acting upon them been neglected by tho 
emissaries of the enemy. On the 11th of February, the Eu
ropean battalion stood to their arms, and, after loading 
their pieces and fixing their bayonets, took possession of 
the artillery parks, and marched towards the Carumnnesa. 
Tho Sepoys were also in motion ; but, of them, by tho 
oxorlions of their officers, a great proportion were induced 
to return. Of tho Europeans, the English, with few excep
tion.*. de-nslcd and came buck ; tho rest, in number about 

of whom some were Germans, and the greater 
part wore French, proceeded towards Benares. At the 
beginning of tho month of March, when Mujor Carrmc 
arrived to take 'lie command, a mutinous disposition still 

■inong tho troops: provisions were in gi. ;d near- 
oily, imd the preparations making ft*!' the invasion id lb© 
puivinoc by the Nabob of Ondo were no longer u secret. 
Though urged by the Governor and Council to aot upon 
the ntbumivo. and l- p»wh tho war into Nuja-nd-dowla’© 
doiniroun»i, be agreed with ail his officer*) m opinion, that

/Z # *- • c°t&x
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greater cortainty of provisions, especially in the BOOK. IV. 
present temper of the troops, the hazard ought not to bo l i 'AP- v- 
incurred. At the beginning of April, when the enemy j"T~ 
crossed the Ganges, and began to advance, the English, 
straitened for provisions, and afraid lest by a circuitous 
route a detachment of the hostile army should get between 
thorn and Patna, retreated to that city and encamped 
Under the walls. Early in the morning of the 3rd of May, 
the enemy approached in order of battle, and began a can
nonade, which before noon was converted into a general 
and vigorous attack. Surnroo, with the clioico of the in
fantry, : upportod by a largo body of cavalry, assailed tho 
English in front: while the main body of the army made 
an onset in the roar. The English army, and particularly
the Sepoys, who bore the principal weight of tho attack, 
behaved with great steadiness and gallantry. It was sun-
Gmo n  epthV u ° my Was co“ l>letely repulsed. At that 

mo, the English were too much worn-out with fatigue to 
, a . ,to Puraue. Their loss, at least in Europeans, was 
inconsiderable: tho slaughter of the assailants groat.

)°m this day till tho 30th, tho enemy hovered about 
atna, continually shifting their position, and keeping the 

‘ nglinh in perpetual expectation of a renewed attack, 
withoiit allowing them an opportunity, such at least as 
t unmo thought it  prudent acting on tho offvn-

this time Suja ad-dowla ojumuil a eon >- 
BpnnUcnoo mu lb Mite r .JutKior, 1 lie n« w Nabob. i'ui r.» 1V1 
English would listen to no j nposal without the pr.dimi- 
IIary Condition of surrender nr Moor C.rim. Smmoo, ami 
the deserters ; and as tin* pretmmiuns of Hujaml-dowla 
extend' d to nothing loss than tho province of Bahur it 
led to no agreement. The rains being mnv ul b ind, and 
the treasury of tho Vizir severely fool mg the burden of so 
great an army in the field, he marched away on tho 30th, 
with great expedition. At this time, the Emperor, uneasy 
under tho treatment which he received from the greedv 
and unprincipled Vizir, sent a private mi>n,w\ offering to 
form a soparetc connexion with the English, hut Major 
f'arimo refused to open a cornispondcmco. Without ven
turing to pursue the enemy, he sent, a strong detachment 
ftcrom the (hinges, to threaten Suja -ed-dowla’s frontier;
%vhich lmd the offcot of making him bwton to his own do 
ftiinionn.
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In the month, of May, Major, afterwards Sir Hector 
o u a i». v. Mutiro, arrived from Bombay with a body of troops, partly
----------- King’s and partly Company’s ; and hastened with them to

lit)!. Patna, to take the command of the army. He found the 
troops, Europeans as well as Sepoys, extremely mutinous, 
deserting to the enemy, threatening to carry off their offi' 
ciers, demanding higher pay, and a large donation, pro
mised, as they affirmed, by the Nabob.1 The Major 
resolved to subdue this spirit by the severest measures. 
Ho had hardly arrived when a whole battalion of Sepoys, 
witli their amis and accoutrements, went off to join the 
enemy. Hu immediately detachod a body of troops on 
whom ho thought he could depend, to pursue them and 
bring them back. They overtook them in the night, when 
asleep, und made them prisoners. The Major ready to 
receive them with the troops under arms, ordered their 
officers to select fifty, whom they deemed the most de
praved and mischievous, and of this fifty to select again 
twonty-four of the worst. Ho then ordered a field couit- 
murtiul, composed of their own black officers, to be im
mediately held ; and addressed the eourl. imj m
with a  sense of the destruction which impended over an 
army in which crimes like these were not effectually re- 
pn od. The prisoners were found guilty of mutiny and 
desertion, and sentenced to suffer death in any manner 
which the commander should direct. He ordered four of 
thorn to be immediately tied to the guns, and blown away; 
when four grenadiers presented themselves, and begged, as 
they hail always had the post of honour, that they should 
first- ho allowed to suffer. After the death of those four 
m e n ,  t h e  Europoan officers of the battalions of Sepoys 
who wore then in the field came to inform the Major that 
tho Sepoys would not suffer the execution of any more, 
iln ordered the artillery officers to load tho field pieces 
with grape ; and drew up tho Europeans, with tho guns in 
their intervals, lie  then desired tho officers to rot am to 
the head of their battalions ; after which he commund-d 
the battalions to ground their Aim 0"d "*j»mred lfi*mi «f»«
m u l l  a U ' - m p l t n l t o  i o o \ .  1 imt- 1)0 W«>illd g i  Vr o p |* 'P i
KUun n more o f  the twenty four men w. i n tli«»n blown

» | |  n|ii. *1 3 11  \ l t , n , . . Hi. IU» (l lri*t III | ”-e|. Piimmll<*•!», *174) tlmt .I»r|i
h l....... -.11 in : h u- ll.i hi, uml iiiiougli M »;"i' Aumai.
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'̂*®,y i tlje^remaining four were sent to another placo of BOOK IV. 
cantonment, and executed in the same mannor. Nothing oir.xp. v.
*s more singular, than that the same men, in whom it is “~ y  
endeavoured to raise to tlie highest pitch the contempt of 1 ,t l- 
death, and who may be depended upon for meeting it, 
without hesitation at the hand of the enemy, should yet 
tremble, and he su b d u e d , when threatened with it by their 
otvii officers.

Thu rains drawing t<» a close, Munro appointed the 15th 
of September an the day of rendezvous from the several 
places of cantonment. He then advanced toward the 
Soane, to which the enemy had forwarded several bodies 
of hur. e and where they had thrown up some breast
works, to impede the passage of their assailants. Having 
sent a detachment to cross the river at some distance bc- 
lu v. for the pur]>08e of attacking the enemy at a concerted 
moment and covering the passage of the troops, he gained 
the opposite side without molestation ; and advanced to
ward Buxar, where the hostile armies were encamped.
I'or the last two or three days the lino of march was ha
rassed by the enemy's cavalry; and the Major encamped on 
the 22nd of October within gun shot of the enemy’s camp, 
ontronchod with tin* Ganges on its left, and the village uud 
fort of Ihixur in the roar. An attack wo* intended the 
H!»mo'iiight; but the spies not coming in till towards 
morning, it could not. take p la c e . About eight o ’clo ck  in 
the morning tin enemy were ..run advancing ; ami as t)\<» 
troop* woro unoampotl in on), r of ]< tif 1, , 111 ■> won* in n. 
fuw luiuutuH ready for rvt-l■■•,.». Tbo buttle bogun ub.-ut. 
nine, and Im.tod till twelvi ; when tho ■■ ii iiiy garo wn\, 
niitl retired slowly, blowing up Some ttim lnib ami mu 
gn rineB of powder mt tlioy withdrew. The Major ordered 
thu line to break into columns anil follow : b it the enemy, 
by destroying a bridge of boats upon u stream of water 
two miles from tbo field of battle, effectually imp' led tbo 
pursuit. This was one of the most critical and imp .rtunt 
victories in the be’tory of lit British wi r m  tlini pert of 
the globe. It broke completely the force of Suja ad-d.nvlu, 
t Itr only Mogul ohh'f who returned till Ibi- i"iijnd unj
ootiHidi dile slreiigtli i it- jillU'fil the Knipimv himself 
under tin protootiou of lUo Kuglish ; and left, them without 
dispute ilie greatest power in India.



BOOK IV- The very day after the tattle, the Emperor sent hi* 
r' l'' V' aTPllcatlon to the English commander ; who immediately 
170-1. r ? r  th° Presidency for directions; and received 

authority to conclude an agreement. The Emperor com' 
plained that he had been tho state prisoner of Suja-nd- 
dovvla ; and before the answer from Calcutta arrived, 
marched along with the English, and encamped with hi* 
guards close to thorn every night. When the army arrived 
at Benares, Kuja-ad-dowla sent his minister with over
tures of peace; promising twenty-five lacks of rupee* 
to reimburse the Company for the expenses of the war ; 
twenty-five lacks to the arm y: and eight lacks to the 
Commander himself. The preliminary surrender of llecr  
Cnsm! and Smnroo was still however demanded. Tho 
I»rftd.ouB V m r had already violated tho laws of hospit**

subsidy which the Ex-Nabob had promised for the tro ,ps 
employed m attempting h,s restoration; the unhappy
fugitivo was arrrssted in his te n t; and his i ...... , y
seized. Still the Nabob dreaded the infamy o f d o l i v ' Z  
him up ; hut, if  that would satisfy tho English , , y ? 
to let him m'viijw-. W ith r e £ 7 £ l  S u » 4  
■ to invito him to an entertainment, and 1 
despatched in prosenco of any English ,
might he sent to witness the scene / ' ‘ v
their enemies was not agreeable to English mn,
— i:dmn , ,  ,c d  : but Meer
oonclumon to which it might lead, oonirivod t„ oscajio 
with hi., family and a few friends into the Rohilla ooun- 
ti-y, whither he hnd providently, before tho plundor of 
Ids treasures, despatched a dependapt with some of his 
jewels.

1 ho negotiation with the Emperor proceeded with leas 
obstruction. It Was proposed, ns fur as mutual ip limita
tion extended, agreed and contracted ; that the English 
by virtue of the imperial grant, should obtain possession 
ot (lnuzoop,,ro, and tl,o ivxt of the territory of Hulwnnt. 
Sing, tin Zuinindar of Benares; that on tlm other hand 
tiny should establish tl,,. Emperor in ttoj possession of 
Allahabad, and the rest of tho dominion., of Nnj„
■' da; ami the Emperor engaged to reimburse them after-

(i Mm (ct
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^ rd s . a iit of the royal revenues, for the whole of the BOOK IV. 
•ipenee which this service might oblige tho rn  t o  incur. 0B A * . v.

In the mean time, affairs of no trivial importance were —-------
transacting in the Council. They hod beon extremely ur- 17(il- 
front with Meer Jafficr to loavo the array, and com* down 
to Calcutta, before Major Oarnao quitted the command.
Thu treasury of the Company was in a most exhausted 
state; ami every effort was to bo used to make .lather 
yiold'it a more abundant supply. In addition to the sums 
for which ho had contracted in the recent treaty, a pro
mise was drawn from him to pay five lacks per month 
toward the expense of ttie war so long as it should last.
But iris former engagements to tho Company were not 
vet discharged. Tho payments also to individuals, stipu
lated under the title of compensation for losses, were 
swollud to an oppressive amount. When this article was 
lirst inserted in the treaty, the Nabob was informed that 
tho demand at the utmost would extend to a sum of about 
ten lacks. That demand, however, was soon after stated 
at twenty, then at thirty, afterwards at forty, and at last 
was fixed at fifty-three lacks of rupoos. We are assured, 
hv a lJireotor of the Company, “ That all delicacy was 
laid aside in the manner in which payment was obtained 
for this sum, of which sovon-eightlis was for lories sus
tained or mu id to be sustained, hi an illicit monopoly of 
tli.' in , , - mu ic, of life, earned on against the orders of tho 
Company, and to the utter r u i n  of many t h o u s a n d » o f  the 
Indian merchant a ;  Mmt of f l i c  w h o l e  on , I n d f  w a s  s o o n  
extorted from him, thou rti t art <d‘ the p a y m e n t s  to tho 
Company was still nndi-,' f ir ,  'god. and Pi ... l i l t  O. mpany 
was sinking under the b u r d e n  o f  war, a n d  o b l i g e d  to bor
row great mints of money of their servant r at eight per 
cent, interest, and even with that, e-,Utnnci> unable to 
carry on the war and their investment, but obliged to send 
their ships half loaded to Europo."1 By the revenues of 
the three ceded districts, added to tho monthly payment- 
fa- tho war, “ the Company.’’ wo arc informed ly Clive,
‘ became posse ed of one half of the Nabob's revenues.
He was allowed,” says that great informant, “ to collect 
t ho other half for him self; but iu fact ho was no more 
than a banker lor the Company's servants, who could draw

1 Sfiuftyu’s Ob*irvatlon« on VnnsUtart’* Nitffratf\e, p. 4®, 49.
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ipon him” (meaning for presents) “ as often, and to a8 
chap. v. great, an amount as they pleased.” 1 * “ To all other causes
— ------  of embarrassment in the finances of Jaffier were added

1A5. the abuses perpetrated in conducting the private trade of 
the Company's servants, which not only disturbed the 
collection of the taxes, but impeded the industry of tho 
whole country.11 In such circumstances it was to no pur
pose to harass the Nabob for larger payments. The im
portunities to which ho was subjected3 only conspired, 
with the infirmities of ago and of a body worn out with 
pleasure, to hurry him to his grave. After languishing 
sovoral weeks at Calcutta, he returned to Moorshcdabad, 
loaded with disease, and died in January, 17(io.

Tho making of a new Nabob, the most distinguished of 
all occasions for presents, was never disagreeable to tho 
Company's servants. The choice lay between tho next 
BUrvii ing SOM of Jaffier, hi u jum-ad-dowlo, a youth of about 
twenty yours of ago ; uud tho sou of Muorun, bis oldest, a 
child of about ois According to the laws and customs of 
the country, llie title of both might be regarded as equal 
Tn point of right, the office of Suhuhdur was not ouly n„t 
hereditary, it was, like any other office under lliu Mogul 
government, held at the will of the Emperor ; and, during 
the vigorous days of the Mogul dynasty, mi HuWlidue Imd 
l" ( f  ho " ),oiHli(l"d to ( ijoy It hmy. 1 o the duuline of
ili.il pu r, the H'lbidular* baciuin* fibnueiitly,during their

1 Clive •! 8(1 ■O il. Mttrell .'{(Itil, Ills, 111 Aiman'n bnhsln, n.
» Mr liray , reMdont at Mutilria, of dolo Jan u ary . 17M. ivrnfn to tho rrrc l-  

flen t, "  Min* c rny uitIvhI hoi . , I have Ititd ah ojiporth iill) o f mhiiiiU Ihr v ll-  
Iflliou* jijii'. 11* ■ lin'd hv (he fa lco tln  hcanuttahn In i urryln " I !»•• **• tanduo**. 
‘I in n*,vc' urn' n t Imr.f < r r t  duly bwj m m ii r c f  <.n tn i-«»iTt|»l“m <>r ilir*ir want of
t •.It....... .. in 11n-11' 11 n il i)  , MMi'll Is lm 11 In |il(K0 > hy A »wt "f tn , | |4| ^ |ti, m
( d »i*1 » wall. i- ru.• h it v lm n  tin v m*».* ■ • • I mil mi i inn '.Hi .1111• bird tl
(■ ei iln • • >ii nil y , In iprltMi. m inr r . • s and t • ■ l»i» < •f '  ■ 1,1,1 ' m k- ami talk -
Inn in ii,' in • i lib 'ii tit, dniiiliitt rune m anner, to tin h n- 'hu , uiiu ollli'rrs."  
Jii llho m aim er. Mr. S« lilur, C hief at ( •■ -■ nihiivar■< wrnm, in March, HG4, 
•■It vfunlit ;una?.o yi'ii, tho num ber o f  ccnijilallith that dally mini- I* fare my 
o f th e • u lm vatfa i c l i « «:0111mlit* d by our amciiia Aii'l u n n w  ibIja ull ovci the  
country."  Nt<'YerelM , p. 49

3 Yum < 1 n d lb  . ilie n  < vnm lnrd  A rrln ln ild  S w ln to n , I q ., w h o v  i C ap ta in
in  tin  m m 1 ,n I ’n ig a l  In l 7tt&,And aIi • l\-r»U ii in tcr i < c td r. and Aim  d M  am p  
to  1 Ii in r .1 ( .irn .1. * ml ho infnrn > <1 y o u r  th a t h r had ftr i ju i lit
eono iM M lu iH  w in . v > 1 dadi 1 ' n t 1 i.v flr* l» k r u j • j>< 1 in n n fh ,
M ip id 'd f d in h  1 .i',d I . .M> c r  J ih V r  In O cinh '-r. 17n4 . and the o th e r  dm i...m l* 
m a d r  an  h im  b> tin' H oard . <•! w h ich  I" fr e q u e n t ly  heard  Mi e r  d .iill. r corn 
p h i'ii liHJi rlv and n f ill tliw dem and * nnidi " |*oll h*ln nt th a t l l l l l f ,  *  hit'll hiut 
III..' In. 1 U|. I ' I In '.It  I i t  \ l . 111) ll|i> I'liMliaUty m i III ' rt darHtlnu - J .
II. in.n;. tu . • . . • ■ fnrt /■ ■ -fh lio n  u f  l f . i l * ,  mid I III' ih 1 dli n  l«'
1 in. iiHYj j iitrti Cnjii'i'iitix', my.



X̂ 5^ .« iM ^ orm id ab le  to bo removed; aud the Emperors HOOK 1\ 
c°Bterfted themselves with resuming their power when the n n r . v 
Provincial chief expired. But it sometimes also happene d, “
that a son brother, or other relative, succeeded too rapidly 
and too completely to the power of the deceased, to vendor 
it  convenient to attempt his removal. The Emperor con
tented himself with a nominal, when an elticiout choice was 
out of his power ; and on these terms had the tiubahdaree 
of the eastern provinces been held for some generations.
Tlie right of choice belonged unquestionably to the Emperor; 
but to this right the servants of the Company never for a 
m o m e n t thought of paying any regard.1 That unhuppy, 
dependent sovereign, now stript of all his dominions, while 
great kingdoms were still governed in his name, might 
have recovered the immediate sovereignty of Bengal,
Bahav, and Orissa, at the word of the English ; or, despair
ing of so generous aud self-denying a policy, would gladly 
have bestowed the Bubalidareo upon them. The dowaneo 
or collection, receipt and disbursement of tlie revenue, 
winch in the present state of the oountry implied all tlie 
powers of government, ho had repeatedly offered to them , 
mid v'ety recently, througliMujor Monro. But the modesty 
of the English, still alarmed at the thought of declaring 
thuiiisoUuB sovereigns of Bengal, grasped powerfully id
Iho iciilii). Ihiit,gh it (Wired to iloni ill,, a,,, .n!.nl, . ,,r
• ' • >" '‘’"K minoiil >, \\ liit'li .Mtilhl |mvi l> »H» »AV i 11 Hit
..............  '•! l i e . '  i l i l a u l  s o u  o |  l l i v o i i ,  w o u ld  h e  pie .  . !
}• . . t ' V K I I  I ' t  H i t .  t l l i m t '  ' - I .  • t • • t •» 1 11. . I l l  t i l "  I i i I I u Im  t l f

ill. I NmijMllj ; •■.ml Uiu |-ics. lit. rui.'ivi n . v  I !.»!.>■ I I y 
thoil* MMOcuH.torn for not. «nMim|j M> grout uii ulvmil  it .»
Hub Un'> looked fot* somo iiviumI*uio' in tin- *lvn»!̂ .*vy *■!* 

lVoia a Nabob >f iimtmv n -n-.l I 1 vl,n;
,Hilly in believing that the shiulow of pewci with wind, ho 
W,U to be iuvesled would hi tic hit, rid e v .lh  either 
the pleasure or the profits of English domination.
Another motive had doubtless sumo weight: Nujmn- 
ud-do\vla uoiild give presents ; the infant sen of Meuiun,
whoso revenues must be accounted ljr  t o t 1,, t 'inpany,
QtHiUl not,

1 On n il- ^tr .1. M.ii- olm  observes, “  JInwcvor politic it m igh t n.tvr l v m  to  
*oncUt»n of th e Knn V l»lr, ti c in* •

I?.1*’ ii.ini.r (l, i\ pi"vinit > HppHc«tl"»i " uititl Iirmj bvtn the hctviit uf tolly
, '4 '" '• iWm ,. Lite of Cllvo, U. 5W3.— ’W,

Qj
\ v \  f § |  /  -yDEATII OF MEF.R JAFFIER. j



■ Gô X
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In the. treaty with the new Nabob, dated in February 
ciiAi-. v. it was resolved by the English, to take the military

—  defence of the country entirely into their own hands ; and
1,C5- to allow the Nabob to keep only so many troops as should

be necessary for the parade of government, the distribution 
of justice, and the business of the collections. They had 
two motives ; one was to preclude the possibity of incon
venience from the power of the Nabob; the second was 
to make provision for the defence of the oountry, which 
they found, by experience under Moor Jaffier, would depend 
almost entirely upon themselves. And we may suppose 
that, another consideration was not without its influence ; 
that a still greater share of the revenues might pass j 
through their hands. The civil government of the country I 
was no less effectually transferred from the Nabob to his 
faithful allies. He bound himself to choose, by the advice 
of the Governor ami Council, a Deputy, who, under the 
appellation of Nnib Subah, should have the entire manage
ment of all the affairs of government, and not be romove- 
ahlo without their consent. The Nabob suffered more in 
submitting to this condition than to all the re s t; and 
showed extreme solicitude about the choice of the person 
who was to fill that important office. Mohammed Roza 
Klmn was appointed by the Governor and Council ; mid 
appears to have been one of the best men, whom, under 
Indian morality, it was easy to find. The Nabob was 
eager for tho nomination of Nuneomar, who, W o rd  
dispute, was one of the worst. This man who was 
govornor of Hoogley, at the time whon Sumj-ad-dowla 
took Calcutta, had rendered himself conspicuous by a 
rustless ambition, and unbounded avarice, which he 
sought to gratify by tho vilest arte o f  int dis-
BiinuUt.ion and perfidy. He had, at an early period, 
become odious to the English, oh  a deceitful and dan
gerous character, and was a prisoner in Calcutta fur 
having cunvsponded with their enemies, while Moor 
didfior resitted there, during the Nabohftliip of Moor 
Cm: in-. 1 ,)i;.Hug this time, he paid hiit comt so very uu.v 
coHHfully to the dethroned Nabob, that upon hie roHlrira- 
tion be nolieiie l, n i an object ’of tho first importance 
to he alh-wrd to einpl>»\ Nuneomar as hia mini'iter. 
Thovigh V r i' t'-a-l. and oven somo of those who in go ho ml
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in hia views, objected to this omngemsnt, I i c f e * ^  
°«^«TO5unt of the exceptionable character of the man, the » “■'■r. v. 
Council as tho hist triumph, according to A unsitturt, ol a 
fnotions par tv, decided, that tho Nabob might enjoy his 
choice Nuncomar redeemed not his character wnh tho 
English while ho governed the Nabob. Tho want of corn,
Unde'r whiuh tho ^ ra t io n s  of the army were impeded at 
Patna, the disappointments in the receipt of monies b om 
the Nabob wore all principally laid to the charge ol Nun- 
oomar ■ who was also vehemently suspected ol having 
carried’on a traitorous correspondence with the Nabob of 
Ovule Mr. Vansittart had, a little before this time, re
turned to Europe, and was succeeded iu the chair liy Mr.
Spencer, as tho oldest member of the Board. As oppo
sition to the Governor, therefore, no longer actuated the 
Council, the goneral opinion of the character of Nuncomar 
produced its proper efiect i and he was peremptorily 
excluded from the government of tho country. Tho other 
conditions of the treaty were nearly the same as those of 
the treaty with the old Nabob. Beside tho revenues of 
Bind wan, Midnapore, and Chittagong, the live lacks per 
mouth were to bo continued during the war, and us much 
of them aflur tho wares the state of the country might, 
to the English, seem to require. And the grand pnvilugu 
to tlie Company’s servants of trading free from the duties 
"hu ll ether merchants paid v ithin the country, and of 
paying only two anil a half per cunt. upon the ogle 
article of salt, wu.i carefully ] reserved. 'I lie government, 
of tile country was now so * * mpintoly in i lie (mini, of '.lie 
English, that the accounts! of the revenue were not to 
bo appointed except with their approbation.

During the military and political tram actions which so 
intensely engaged thoir servants in India, the Courts of 
Directors and Proprietors remained for set oral years rather 
quiet spectators and warm expectants, than keen mid 
troublesome controllers. When they hml lvuu agitated 
for a while, however, by the reports T nu nc mAiuout 
which were mutually transmitted to them by Vunaitturt 
and his opponents i and, at lust, when limy wise u armed 
bv the news of a war actually kindled with the Nabob, .f 
tin. mas.,acre of go many of their servants, and tliooxu.ii- 
*Wu Hpiiit uf mutiny among tUo troops, their sniuto of
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'^^fJOI^lV/^dangGr roused them to some acts of authority. Though' 
fiiAr. v. Clivo had quitted India with an act of insult towards his 
— —  employers, which they had highly resented ; though the 

J7G5. Directors had disputed and withheld payment of the pro- I 
coeds of his jaghire, for which he had commenced a suit 
against them in the Court of Chancery ; he was now pro
posed for Governor, as the only man capable of retrieving 
their disordered and desperate affairs. Only thirteen Di
rectors, however, were found, after a violent contest, to 
vote for his appointment; while it was still opposed by 
eleven.1 Yet the high powers which he demanded, as

1 C live's reappointm ent w as the act o f  th e  Proprietors, and w as forced by  
them  npon th e C ourt o f D im  tora, after h ser ies o f angry d iscussions. A 
ge neral court was called  on Monday th e  27th February, 1764, upon the re - - 
quisition of the u**iial num ber of Proprietors, “ h a v in g ,” as th ey  declared, 
“ Juu  reason to )>e alarm ed :it the present <iangerous and critical stnto  
or tho Com pany1.. affairs in B engal, and other porta o f In d ia :"  and de- 
M ilng that the affairs m ight be taken into consideration. The m eetin g  

,u ,nm ,,lc4t,"n of 8Uth tll= oorreapondenee with  ],,•!■ -d . U. sited to the n v e .it  tian -..u tions there, and a -p. ,m | m eeting  
haying I cm, prim i,rally *. •-ea^-d with umilar matter,i, th e main q m U  n v 1 
adjourned to a t h i r d on the i-llo w m g  day. When a m otion w j  made t h a  
th e nom ination of M r ^ ,v  , ,: r .  us *-.vcrnor of B engal, should F , re fer ., i 
I «<* to fha ( onrt of 1*1 ,  • . b an , a  warm
bond which ended in a resolution that tho question should not he n u t '% m 
m i. carried 1-v a majority of 1 s i  to 141. T he friends of Lord c ilv e  V , " 
how ever not to  In- thus buttled —a  num ber o f  new shareholders was in n . 
dltttely created, and a second requisition was addressed to  the Directors in 
. w e of w h irl, a fourth gen. ral court took place on the 12th . ; M ,,.’
whi n , after a vh lent •!»>■ unnon. a motion was made nod raiT .nl, “ lli.it n 
.............. ... "f He ‘ irntr.il l • m i. that Lord Clive be requested to fake
" " "  1 ■' 111 l1’ '.",1 th e  com m nml „1 th e  c .m m , '
m il I liny  for* - 1; upon Ins arrival a; that P residency.” L 1 ' -v 9

I he hiinnes-1 %. .t * not yet t* iTiiin.i '- i, f*.r Lord C live, on thanking ihe  f ’nnrf 
for their mnnln du .... sus|s: :ulO(l hU ncquie* ciu c until he :.lu>uld be . ,..cd  
that the Court o f D irectors wus as well disposed towards him m  he « ,.*  t*. 
wards th e m ; no further d ism ssion  tl.cn took p lace, but on the ‘Jlnt Mare)., 
tm the occasion ol a Qu.iruwly Cicncral Court, an inquiry w as made w hether 
I amiI C live would signify Ills Immediate acceptance of th e iintlm . lie had la* .. 
r«'dio st.-d to Dike upon him . To th is, C live, who was In Court, replied, ho 
W ..il*1 g ive his answ er is  w o .  ,n  the next election o f D irectors »ln.uh\ |*> de- 
lei m ined. On \> I... h a it.-*. |. •:* ; . nude |> v a  li.C.i't* r of H" * • I | ■ ■ ■' 1 • put!*,
that h Lord < ii\. fin  hin d d . -u-cept Im m ediately the n r  vice |<ro|.r,M.,| to h l.ii, 
th* i * art of Dlrei h .•• nl.'.dld l <• di ire*l to n.ukc other arrangm nio.fi. tins  
• a followed i y u long debate, In which C)ir<- "xpliillivd bis objection y , 
dlis-ft* d • ,.. . ..IIv a g s .li"t ti.i Influence o f tin I)c|."t> Chab m an, Mr. Mullvan,

io-ii|M'iat) v. .t : ... pro) d 'Jovrrimr In a friendly , | ,i»It and m any prisons  
Jolt.i"ti In urging ' .ti. . r. it energy and v et) paili' '** ally,"  r. nititual••lilivlnt. 
o' nil Ullfbrciievs, Clive ... fur ir lc .ite d , m* to proud-'* , that he w o..1*1 dcclata  
his il* *. 'i ...oat «.»» m a i . .1 Indulged with tin.* dulav with ............. nv

tills* carried In*, p. in '. f.,r bet* re another fJenarnl Court could ho asariublrd, 
the annual •• o . i ... o f f.» s tnr« took pin* '', nod III* iinbi, uti,, * h -d i'an ,
Iloi.igh returned, i. «uiuod III ». nl (•% a n. d"tUy "»il) on* . b ,  whilst ||,*  
t'li.n* ■•<•., n ti.d  n M. M f: VI n il  Ihdlon, M i l  Irlmuli i f  l.on l ( I t , , . .
III* a. *»*r . . .  i . \ (.. .ii.) |ly  ui< m . .i i* on Ilv 2lid of Mn> . 17114. II i*/i» **,.
...... . i l l .  i. , r . , th i i n ?  hi l l l i n n  worn in P r c b l c t i l  fuul Cbvc riw r
»»f l»!'Hif.|l, I..,.) r  ninai ili r of tin I or*.i s. > 1 . I(> c . t*K -  \V.



^ S wpgflwtLln for the .•mluouB wrvicc.-i neccssui-y to  1)0 HOOK IV. 
r>8rfOPniod, though strong ly  opposed, wore also finally  con- chap. v.
ierrod. He was invested with the powers of Commander- — ;-----
'"-Chief, President, and Governor in Bengal; and, together 1‘0j- 
with four gentlemen, named by the Directors, was to form 
a Select Committee, empowered to act by their own autho
rity, as often as they deemed it expedient, without consult
ing the Council, or being subject to its control.

The Directors, at the same time, condemned, ill tho 
severest terms, the rapacious and unwarranted proceedings 
of their servants. In their letter to the Governor and 
Council of Bengal, dated the 8th of February, 1764, “ One 
grand source,” they said, “ of tho disputes, misunder
standings, and difficulties, which have occurred with tho 
country government, appears evidently to have taken its 
r^e from the unwarrantable and licentious manner of 
cfl1?  011 private trade by the Company’s servants, 
then* gomastalls, agents, and others, to tho prejudice of 
the bubah, both with respect to his authority and tho 
revenues justly due to him ; the diverting and taking 
from his natural subjects the trade in the inland parts 
of the country, to winch, neither wo, or any persons what
soever dependent upon us, or under our protection, havo 
any nmniM'V of right In order, therefore, to remedy nil 
Ihe.Mo du union, wo do hereby positively order and direct,
• - I lu ll  from the receipt of thin letter, a final and uml 
end ioithwilh put to tho inland trade in .-wll, hotel- 
nut, tobacco, and ull other ai»ic1cm whaUtHiv.u, j nulii id  
and consumed in tlio eountr , ."1 In hi i '*rivN|iuudoiieo

I PfO llio !■* ut htipth  In till K ij> it , I i * it! I It , ITT'J.
In  1-lier t" the OoviTnor and C"'u k H - f  Ik'iiw*!, •!%»».I .*itu  I S umu-
\* r ,  I 1 lie h irer  t a n  -ay , '•Y our U fllh r .itlo i.i  ih . inland i,ttVn
i«i.i iiitpu to u.H a m -no of iiK 't ornol o p p r t-ii-u . win h Is h .t<« i . . lii .io i  Qf 
M,Q Vicw of th e 18th j%rth:lc ot tho N abob* -om plainp.. viii.m ira thus iu 
your Consultation <•! tho 17th <)cloh-r. I7<t : ' Ho poor tl-v ■ uniry, w ho  

niw.r, , to .leal hi salt, betc l-m it, and tobacco. urn w •!. r. , 1  ... 
dmlv hivml by tin- tradr o f tho l.urnpi an*, w hereby v»  In••■l ( «•> •ui’tu(0
ai *rur't"  tin Com pany. >• l tin-uoM -m nu-nt u  V l'
W e shall for tie | rvn ut observe to yon , tlmt -w r y  on - m out u n  m m  u m -  
<-rruit ill till* trude Iw* U * n  KUllty «•! a. ' f r v l i  of In- . .  , . u f .  v . a n .
" i^ tirnce to our order*. In y n r  oouaalU tlon* o f the In i M.iv, wo tlu,\
•liioiiK the twii"U I UoflloimtO pWL’Urot. til t  niml i M n  r *i|»avy utie of 
'  “ rj-,||t, or fiT'loit llu- lIKtlVtf* to bti> Roods h o  'lid till' Ii„ .:lit pti*-.t\ wln.'h

tin ro tn i non li"i :r l to have bean frequently pnu r I d  it • >. ur u ?«du- 
lk"n "• pi.-vi.nl tin h prat tire you dele-rinliH* to fnrliiri It, but - h h i 4io 

1 ... • • ii | to aflert the (’ 'in|nii>'« in.c-hu i.t, » hi do not mean
rltfht derived to the Company frot* '.hr phlrmamid. whi.ii 

J‘ *lw*yi held over the weaver*.1 A* iho Company are known to

Kmn ( ^ 1V s\ S y V  CLIVE REAPPOINTED. L I I  J
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\^© 0& J3y  with tlio Court of Directors, on the sulijcct of his return to 
chap. v. Bcngiil, Clive expressed himself in the following manner : 
—  ■■ “ The trading in salt, betel-nut, and tobacco, having bed1

liGO. ono cause of the present disputes, I hope these article9 
will be restored to the Nabob, aud your servants abso
lutely forbidden to trade in them. This will be striking a1, 
the root of the evil.” 1 A t a general meeting, however, <*> 1 
proprietors, held on tho 18th of May, 1704, it was urge1' 
by several active members, and urged to the conviction of 
the majority, that tho servants of the Company in Indio 
ought not to bo deprived of such precious advantages I 
which enabled them to revisit their native countries with 
such independent fortunes as they were entitled to expect. 
The Court therefore resolved, “ That it he recommended 
to thu Court of Directors to reconsider the orders sent to 
Bengal rolaiivo to tho trade of the Company’s servants ill 
suit, betel-nut, and tobacco, aud to regulate this important 
point, cither by restrictions framed at home, or by refer
ring it to the Governor and Council of Fort William.” = In 
consequence of this recommendation, tho Court of 1 hreotoiu 
by letter dated 1st of June, 1764, and scut by the some 
ship which carried out lord  Clive, instruct tho Governor 
and Council, after consulting tho Nabob, to form a 
proper and equitable plan for carrying on the inland • 
trade.”

Tho presents which, since their acquiring an ascendency I 
in tho government, their- servants had beon in the hal.it of !

pnrch iiie  their in vestm ent by ready m oney on ly , w c require a fu ll explanation  
Jt«.v tlil« o n  affect them , or how it over could have Im -d ] i " ti < d m i | 1(. p m - 
cbnao o f tlttdr Investm ent, (w hich  the latter part o f Mr.d i nMum '. i„iimt*t» 
• n t r m l  nn CfiiBUltat.i n tlio 21st J u ly , 1704, inalnuaUm ; (■ r it would alum*!
Junify a u-pi  Ion, tliHt th- i[o»*l • o f our la v a n t *  iw oc I n  put to mo 
wuiyi i n, hi part paym ent <>t t | lL. Com pany'* Im c-unx ut."

' L tt it i  p i»!rt t lor*, O otid 27th A pril, I7C4. J ..nrih l:-i» T t, App. N o. a.
2 h i quoting th is i tiiiihitlon, so m o Important onilwdmi* huvr I ecu nimlu • m* 

no referent «• |* Klrcu, It I 'n o t jioMihk- tt» **«> with wlumi they . rl, .n.,i, tho  
antin' i • • lutl'.'i rut.'., *• that it l»c rcei’iiniiciidcil to P.' < • i pi M u , i ,.M in r con-dill r ihu , ril« I ■vat to I it-nunl r f la t lw  to the trade of tin i • i».i a 11> > 
K -I'uui in i!.-  -irfivlt-M'l I ti'tid, lind rob ttC " . and t lu t  ill, ^
dir <.ii .Ti • fur ic , ulatifiK II mum . 'tfcreeubl// th< u  t n ,  i„ „ /  (h r  {;, rJ / 
tt’id  th r  S u b u i . . j .  to Hutu nmy appear prudent. olllu.-r l..j t illtiic h e ir  i*t 
hom e lit* rvitri* tioit* under w h it|, rbu trad? uuuhl lu bo «.irih  I . or by 
rolurihiK .1 io||n< lo  t ,  , o r ami Council «.l l ‘<.rt W illiam , t«> p  k»i 'hi iui- 
p riant point in o h a  m anner ,w m n y  o r t i m t  o il fu tu r e  «/, t .u h *  I* iv<o n 
tin- iliiti.tli *•. 1 . -r • ■ o-i >m, T p, pi .H- ■. d olJ,« t Uf ti.. r . Milnlloti, i|„  r, .
I not (I . Aiiv.il.(.1,11 o f tin (V inpfte) V CMf»nl • n i*:,. 0, 0 It m i v . pie
"•*» n i I m i • i a t r . u . ^ c u i v n i  afterword# auopu.il t .y C lhe  in pi , -
f lu.  Utlf . i.vibid* —-V\ .
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K  ^  J f i  p r e s e n t s  r e c e i v e d . V k l
' ^ S ^ ^ m c t i n i u a  to a very largo amount, from the M < M sM  

» S % n d  other chiefs of the country were another .■«*■■■ ' 
Hul>jeot which now ongaged the serious attention of the 
Company The practice which prevails m all rude govern
ments of accompanying any application to a man in power 
With a gratification to Home of his ruling passions, most 
freouentlv to the steadiest of all h,s passions hm avarice 
or rapacity has always remarkably distinguished the go
vernm ental. the East., and hardly any to so extraordinary 
a degree as the governments of the very rude people of 
India When the English suddenly acquired their extra
ordinary power in Bengal, the current of presents, SO well 
accustomed to take its coarse in the channel drawn by 
hope and fear, flowed very naturally, and very copiously, 
into the lap of the strangers. A person in India, who had 
favours to ask, or evil to deprecate, could not easily be
lieve, till acceptance of bis present, that the great man to 
■whom he addressed himself was not his foe. ' Besides the 
sums, which we may suppose it  to have been iu the power 
of the receivers to conceal, and of the amount of which it 
is not easy to form a conjecture, the following were de
tected and disclosed by the Committee nf the Ilouso of 
Commous, in 1773.

41 Aeeot.ni/ of surh Sums us have been proved or acknowledged 
before tIto Committee to hare been distributed by the Princes 
and >•(her Yatires o f Bengal, fro m  the Year 1707 to tl  
) our 17011, both inclusive /  ri stimjuishi.(</ the jtriw  i/‘<a 
Times i f  the said Ihstrihutiims, and sj>■ e f  ay the Sums 
received by ouch Person reef ovtively.

Revolution iu favour of Mocr Jalficr in 1757.
Hr. Drake (Govornor) . lkuptcs. J,v >») £31.500
Colonel Clive as second iu the

[select Committee • • 280,000
Ditto as Commander iu Chief 200,000
Diiin as a private donation . 11k ",000 1unto as ! a ------------  2,080,000 234,000

V itr ftd  ... 0 a . Appendix, N o. 1.12. friMil till ri-ldnn. c 
It uppcnn. ■ . MIC Um'crnur .uni e.n  I’d l  In 17ltl,

K '  : :V 1  vn.Vhm l.« vr mifll ;-n Uu Plni ■ n..„ .hi 
Aiw * ,,f tl‘ v n u iii then r c h ' i-'I.m  b prvarnt fiorn Clive, nc

Wtt4 luRwi on oath."
V°UUI. 8



BQON lY» iH'. W atts as a Member of tbc Rupees. Rupees. £  
chap. v. Committee . . . .  240,000 
— — Ditto as a private donation , 800,000

17C5‘ ---------- —1,040,000 117,000
Major K ilpatrick .......................................  240,000 27,000
Ditto as a private donation . . • 300,000 33,750
Mr. Maningham . . . . .  240,000 27,000
Mr. B e c h c r ..................................  240,000 27,000
Six Members of Council one lack each . 600,000 68,200
Mr. W a l s h .................................. 500,000 50,260
Mr. Borafton.................................  200,000 22,500
Mr. Lusbington . . . . .  00,000 5,026
Stipulation to the navy and army . 600,006

1,2 61,075
Memorandum, the sum of two lacks 

to Lord Clive, as Commander in 
Chief, must lx; deducted from this 
account, it being included in the 
donation to the army . . . 22,500

Lord Clive’s jaghiro was likowisc ob
tained at this period1 _____ __*

1,238,575

Revolution in favour of Cossim, 1760.

Mr. S u m n e r ........................................................................ 2S .O O O

Mr. H o lw ell................................................  270,000 3 0 ,$ $
Mr. M‘Q uire................................................  180,000 20,025
Mr. S m y t h ................................................  134.000 15,354
Major Yorkc . . . . . .  134,000 16,351
General C aillau d ............................................. 200,000 22,91 o
Mr. Vansittart, 1762, received Hovon 

lacks ; but tlio two lacks to General 
Cuilluud uro included ; so that only 
five lacks must bo counted for horn . 000,000 03,333

Mr. M'Uuiru 6000 gold mohrs . . 75,000 8,750

800,206

' i Itw ,i. |, r.i i.v sa .r Mslinliu, i.ia '1 Ollrn, II. !n7. i« lii, nrruct rW
-• . -ci. i.i t irratitvd nil ti- tiol of 1769, Iwo year* *Acr Mtr Jaftki*01,1 i-vuca tlit. ii'.

vCT
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Revolution in favour of Jaffier, 'l763. BOOK XV.
Jtupocs. .£ CHAP. V.

, ^F iliation  to the army • • • 2,GW,000 291,000 ---■-—
Ditto to the navy . . • • • l,250,00t) 145,833 1705.

437,499
Major Munro1 in 1764 received from 

Rulwan Singh • ■ ■ • ■ 10,000
Ditto from the Nabob . . 3,000
The officer« belonging to Major Munro’s

family from ditto . . . .  3,000
The army received from the merchants

at Ban e r a s ......................................  400,000 40,666

62,666
Nudjum nl Dowla’s Accession, 1763.

Mr. Spencer ...............................................  200,000 23,333
Messieurs Pleydell, Burdctt, and Gray,

one lack e a c h ......................................  300,000 35,000
Mr. J o h n s t o n e ......................................  237,000 27,0,30
Mr. L o y c e s t e r ...................................... 112,500 13,125
Mr. S e n i o r ...............................................  172,500 20,125
Mr. M id d l e t o n .....................................  122,500 14,291
Mr. Uidoon Johnstone . . . .  50,000 5,833

139,337'
Clonur.il ( iiniae roceivod from Dulwan-

sing in 1705   80,000 9,333
Ditto from tin K'ng . 200,000 as,333
Lord Clivo received from the BoRtim

in 1 7 6 6 ..............................................  500.000 08,333

90,899
1 It uppeara Colonel Mnnro accoptod a J.-ufliirc from tlw K in«, of c ia ,  - » 

a-voiir, which he delivered to the Nabob Moor JuM cr.tho drcuinaiaui c* i 
v ),loh arc- stated In llio Journals of 1»m year, IsjU .- 

i  Them  iuiiw :iH*var evidence to h a w  1,..-on rnx'r. , <1 in  til part, - i ; but
tin, t', intnitl* think prtipcr to Mate, that Mulianmud 1«< .a  C »wn tnb ruled u 
t*r«*4«*tii "( one lark of m ^ e s  to ca-h  of the four .1. puit» < < nl to treat w ith  
Ntidltim al D m ilu ui-oti liH father'? dc.it! ir.. M inn J - ' . u -i :ic. i . 
atater. Senior, and Middl' ton; but Mr. .Middleton and Mr l. . tor aillr'ui 
that u„ ., ib v, . iurvj-tod tlicir?, and Mr. Johnstone appear-, in h a \o  loudi-n a 
bln l-tt'k to Molmuiiiud KvziiCawn, who would not ucc* i *. them , fin- i,,n .
" ■ it  Mr ht.d  . 1. for Mi .000 n i|i-vO  upj car to  lmv. I n  alb . vlkr.i laid 

itu s.yl.. i i •ii'unttt*. .  and no further r:\ .dm , - ho? ’ :x n produ v.il t.,
•' •itiniltk.i cun- lim ing them . Mr. Senior Itcvlkcd 00,000 rupee* of liU , 

nu ,l "taicd m;.dust him  In tUb account."



X ^ .
BOOK-T V. Restitution------ Jaffier, 175?.

cnAP. v. £
_______  East India Company................................................. 1,200,000
' 1765. E u r o p e a n s ..........................................................  600,000

N a t i v e s .................................................................... 250,0$
A r m e n i a n s .......................................................... 100 000

2,150,000
Cossim, 1760.

East India Company...............................................  62,500

Jaffier, 1763.
East India Company................................................ 375,000
Europeans, Natives, &c............................................ 600,000

• — -— -
975,000

Peace with Suja-nd-dowla.
East Didia Co.npany . 6,000,000 583,333
Total of Presents, 2,109,663f.
Restitution, &c. 3,770,83.'))'.
Total Amount, exclusive of Lord

Clive’s j a g h ir o .................................................... £5,940,498
Memorandum. The rupees are valued according to the

rate of exchange of tho Company’s bills at the different
periods.” 1

That this was a practice presenting the strongest de
mand for effectual regulation, its obvious consequences 
render manifest and indisputable. In the first place, it 
laid the nabobs, rulers, and other leading men of the 
country, under endless and unlimited oppression; because, 
ho long os they on whom tlicir whole power and influence 
depended wore pleased to desire presents, nothing could 
bo withheld which they either possessed or had it in their 
power to ravage and extort. That the temptations under 
which the servants of the Company were placed carried 
thorn to those heights of exaction which wore within their /  
roaoli, is iui from true. They showed, on the contrary, a 
reserve and forbearance, which the education received in 
no other country, probably in tho world, oxrept their own, 
could have enabled men, in their extraordinary rircuin
p  j 't 1 ' ‘url • -v  1 and Condition of E. 1. Cuiapmi), m >.

(1 ) <SL iHISTORY OF BEITISH INDIA. 4
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maiutain. Besides the oppression upon the B O O K  IV.
^^Sfijacfof tho country, to which the receiving of presents c h a p . v .

l),rel ared the way, this dangerous practice laid the founder ----- -— -
tio& of perpetual perfidy in tho servants of the Company i7fib- 
to the interests of their employers. Not those plans of 
policy which were calculated to produce tho happiest 
results to tho Company, but those which were calculated 
to multiply the occasions for presents, and render them  
most effectual, wore tho plans reoommended by the strong
est motives of interest to the agents and representatives 
of tho Company in India. I t  is still less true, in the case 
of perfidy to tho Company, than in the case of oppression 
to tho natives, that the interests of tho Company’s ser
vants were to the greatest practicable extent pursued 
There seems not upon the most jealous scrutiny any 
reason to believe that any one of the greatest transactions 
or revolutions, in which the English, up to this period 
were instrumental, was not sincerely regarded at the time, 
iv the men on whom the decision depended, as required 

by the interests of their employers and country ; nor has 
it yet been certainly made appear, that in any of tho 
instances in question, the circumstances of tho moment 
admitted of a bettor decision.

I In' < unpaily now resolved that the henotit of presents 
.slmuld at any rato change masters : and they ordained and 
comnmi,d,.d that now covenant*, dated May, 170-1, should 

h> executed by all their scrvunU, both civil and militari, 
binding thorn to pay (o the Company tlii amount of a l l  
presents and gratuities in n ,u .socvi.-r sh.-pc, roo-ivintfrom  
tho natives, iu cu.su the 00 Hint exceeded four thousand 
rupees ; and not to accept any presold or gratuity, though 
not exceeding four thousand rupees, if amounting to so 
much as one thousand, without the consent of tin- lhvsi- 
dout and Council. An unbounded power was still reserved 
by the Honourable Company for recoiling or cxl u-ting 
presents in benefit t.o thomoelveft. But us their sen  ants 
were in no danger of being so rapacious for their masters' 
uinoluinout ns their own, auy offectB which this regulation 
was oaleulutod t-> produce were all nulmuih good.

With these powers and regulations, Lord < 'live (suoh 
" “a now tho rank and title of this Anglo-Indian chief)
' <ll'ed from England on the 4th of .lime, 170-1, and arrived

■ e°%x
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BOOK IV. a) Madras on the 10th of April, 1765; where he received "* 
^G itaS jK  intelligence that the dangers of which the alarm had sent 

— — —  him to India were entirely removed ; that the troops were 
l,Co. obedient; that not only Meer Casim was expelled, but all 

his supporters subdued ; that the Emperor had cast him
self upon the protection of the English; and that the 
Nabob, Meer Jaffier, was dead. His sentiments upon this 
intelligence were communicated in a private letter to Mr. 
Rous, dated seven days exactly after his arrival:1 “ We 
have at last,” said he, “ arrived at that critical period 
which I  have long foreseen; I  mean that period which 
renders it necessary for us to determine, whether we can 
or shall take the whole to ourselves. Jaffier Ally Khan 
is dead, and his natural son is a minor ; but I know not 
whether lie is yet declared successor. Suja-ad-dowla is 
1 .eaten from his dominion; wo arc in possession of it, and it 
is scarcoly hyperbole to say, to-morrow the whole Mogul 
empire is in our power. The inhabitants of the country, 
wc know by long experience, have no attachment (o any 
obligation. Their forces aro neither disciplined, com
manded, nor paid as ours are. Can it then be doubted 
that a largo army of Europeans will effectually preserve us 
as sovereigns: not only holding in awe the attempts of any 
country Prince, but by rendering us so truly formidable 
that no French, Dutch, or other enemy will presume to 
molest us.—You will, I am 'sure, imagine with me, that 
after the length we have run, the Princes of Indostan 
must conclude our views to be boundless; they have such 
instances of our ambition, that they cannot suppose us 
capable of moderation. The very Nabobs whom we might 
support, would ho either covetous of our possessions, or 
jealous of our power. Ambition, fear, avarice, would bo 
daily watching to destroy u s : a victory would bo but a 
temporary relief to us ; for the dethroning the first Nabob 
would be followed by sotting up another, who, from the 
same principles, would, whon his treasure admitted of l1151 
keeping up uu army, pureue the very path of bis prede
cessor. Wo must indeed become Nabobs ourselves, in 
fact, if  not in name;—perhaps totally so without disguise; 
but on this subject I cannot be certain until my arrival m

1 S o , ,-thor lcltcra ou b n  arrival In B engal, Oram Cli\-o to General C nm at 
and Mr. Vails. L ite, il, 3 1 8 . - «  ,
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®°ngal.” W ith theso viows of t i e  bold and splendid BOOK IV. 
measures which it  was now the time to pursue ; and chat. vt.
anticipating the important effects which those dazzhng — -------
transactions would have on tho price of the Company’s 1763- 
Stock, this great man forgot not to deliberate how they 
might be directed to bear upon his own pecuniary inter
ests. Ho wrote on tho very same day to lus private agent 
in London as follows : “I have desired Mr. Rous to furnish 
you with a copy of my letter to him of this day’s date, 
likewise with the cipher, that you may bo enabled to un
derstand what follows: ‘ The contents are of such great im
portance, that I would not have them transpire. Whatever 
money I may have in the public Funds, or any where else, 
and us much as can be borrowed in m y name, I  desire may 
he, without loss of a minute, invested in East India Stock.
You will speak to my Attorneys on this point. Let them  
know I am anxious to have my money so disposed of; and 
press them to hasten the affair as much os possible.’” 1 
1 he letter to Mr. Rous, and tho shortness of the period 
which intervened between the arrival of Lord Clive in 
Bengal and his assuming the dewanee or revenues, would 
leave no doubt that he commanded all the money which 
he possessed, or which he could borrow, to be invested in 
India Stock, in contemplation of the rise of price wliich 
that measure was calculated to produce; had he not, when 
examined un tho subject of this letter by the Committee 
of tho House of Commons, declared absolutely, “ that he 
had not while at Madras formed tho resolution to seise 
the dewanee."

CHAPTER VI.

Political state o f the Carnatic.—- Views o f the Xabob on 
Governor o f Vdore, K ing o f  Ttnjore, and Marauurs.—
Treaty with Tanjore—Company's Jaghire.— IFur on Mo
hammed Usoof.—Mound of the Cavery.

O Y  the final overthrow of the French in tin- Carnatic,
J J  the British in that part of India had accomplished an 
object for greator than any to which, at tho beginning of

1 t'xtmetfl of both U tter* am etven In tho Appendix, No. Ixxxil. u td  
•Vi-Mli. uf tuc Tit lid Itoport of the Committee, 1771.
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BOOK IV. the contest, they had ever elevated their hopes. To see 
c h a p . vi. the Carnatic under the Government of a chief, who should 
— —  have obligations to them for his elevation, and from whose

11 C.j. gratitude they might expect privileges and favour, was the 
alluring prospect which had carried them into action. 
They not only now beheld the man, whose interest they 
had espoused, in possession of the government of the coun
try, but they beheld him dependent upon themselves, and 
the whole kingdom of the Carnatic subject to their abso
lute will.

It was the grand object of deliberation, and the grand 
practical difficulty, to settle in what proportion the powers 
and advantages should be divided between the nominal 
sovereign and tho real one. Clear, complete, well-defined 
aud unambiguous regulations, are naturally employed for 
the prevention of discordance, when tho parties have wis
dom, and are free from clandestine views.1 On the pie- 
sent occasion, according to tlie slovenly modo in which the 
business of government is usually transacted, few things 
were regulated by professed agreement ; the final distri
bution was left to come out among the practical, that 
is, the fortuitous results of government; and of the two 
parties each inwardly resolved to appropriate as great a 
share of the good things as power and cunning would 
allow.

Tho English were not disposed to forget that upon them 
the whole burden of the war had devolved; that they 
alone had conquered and gained the country; that the 
assistance of Mohammed Ali had been of little or rathor 
of no importance; and that even now be possessed not 
rcsourcos aud talents sufficient to hold the government in 
his hands, unless they continued to support him.

On tho other hand, Mohammed Ali looked uponlunisolf 
as invested with all the dignity aud puwer of Nabob ; and 
the absolute ruler of the country. During tho whole p* 
gloss of tho dispute, tho English had represented * honi- 
selves as contending only for him; had proclaimed tha 
his rights wore indisputable ; and that their zeal lor T11*" 
tico was tho groat motive which bad engaged them so

' li  It m e r e ly  J tn t, S e w iie r  to a  d  eom pleto l e m le i l”"? ^ J 1* *  
olrcmmtniM ami mv«rl relutmiv. ; to •“ *°rJ- 1 *

i- tn in vi vt the order m t  .iiu \  umi cxvtipi m aoine lucKy >‘‘‘*» w  cnr*urc 
fallurr.— W.

(f (9 )«) (ct
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. Tl.p Nabob, therefore, hesitated not to 
e|j]y lu £hc wai. though a master owing great cnAT. vi.oonsKTeTh i m s e l f t b e m ^ .  though

obligations to a servant wno uae 1<G3.
himself in his cause. between the rulers of tho

The seeds of “  fruitful soil, wero mul-
C'arnatic, abundantly «<>» country. Tho avidity, which 
tiplied by the penury bi,liev0 tlia,t overy part of India 
made the E n g l i s h ^  ^  them T, ith hopes of a
abounded w ,veajth from the resources of the Carnatic, 
great stream j already experienced how little waa
t ndbc dra°wf and ^ t h  h ^ g r ^ t  difficulty, from the 
districts which had come into their power; though they 
wore also aware how the country had been desolated 
by tho ravages of war, they still expected it to yield a 
large supply to their treasury, and accused and com
plained of the Nabob when tlicir expectations wero not 
fulfilled.

The Nabob, who was the weakest party, and as such had 
the greatest occasion for the protection of well-defined 
regulations, had, before the surrender of tlio French in 
Pondicherry, presented a draught of tho conditions to 
which it appeared to him expedient that the two parties 
should bind thomselves. He offered to pay to the Com
pany, in liquidation of the sums for which in the course 
nf ibc war he had become respon Bible, twenty-eight bvc.-i 
of rupee* annually till the debts should bo discharge! . 
and three lues of rupees annually to del ray l ho oxpc115* °
the carrison at Trichiimpuly. Should Puiidichcny >c 1C_
duced, and the Company afford him an aderpia.e force to 
extract from the renters and other tributaries or tho 
country the contributions which they owed, he would dia- 
counx y> Company in one year : should any
f f i t e t l X N o C U  Tinivolly, be taken or 
of the distlie a proportional deduction must
T ' ti o twcntv-ciglit lacs wliich were assigned

^ ^ .  v on the other side, the Nabob desired, 
to the llI“r  b  wouid not countenanco the disobedi-
t t !  of the S  governors and administrator ^ U i o

di p'.iies of the
iuhaWtlits ; that the Nabob’s flag, instead of the Com-
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'^^OEJW^pany’s, should be hoisted in the different forts ; and that 
c h a p . vi. the Company should, when required, assist his officers in 

the collection of the revenue.
Ih e  President, whether he decided without reflection, 

or thought a promise which would keep the Nabob in good 
humour, and might be broken at any time, was an obliga
tion of no importance, expressed by letter his assent to 
these conditions.1 In a short time, however, the President 
and Council presented to the Nabob a demand for fifty 
lacs of rupees. The Nabob, as this was a sum which he 
did not possess, endeavoured by all the means in his power 
to evade the contributidn. Unable to resist the importu
nities of his allies, ho was driven to his credit, which was 
very low ; and under disadvantageous terms, which heaped 
eyacti l"* a °a<* raiH0(̂  by loan the money they

The expense of the war, the exhaustion of their own 
treasury, anil them exaggerated conception of the r i c U t f  
tlm country of which they had made him sovereign ren
dered the President and Council by no means sparing  in 
their requisitions upon the Nabob. It was stipulated 
that ho should repay the whole expenses of the siego of ' 
Pondicherry. Even to this he agreed, upon condition of 
receiving all tile stores which should be taken in the place.
The servants of tbo Company, however, appropriated the 
stores to themselves; and they met the complaints of the 
Nabob, by promising to allow for them a certain sum in 
his account: in other words, they took for their own 
benefit what by their own contract belonged to the Nabob, 
and promised to make their masters pay him something, 
inoro or less, by way of compensation. Their masters, 
however, were on this occasion not less alive to their own 
interests than tlieir servants had been to theirs ; and no 
sooner beard of tho sum which had been allowed to tlio 
Nabob ill till'll 1,1,Oku Umn they ordered it tube ruehargMl 
to bis account; while their servants wore loft in undie- 
turljod ]>oB!!o8»ion of tho stores.-

f' rum the iinnUi in which tho country was governed ; by 
subdivision into local commands, witli a military force

' Mi'. I'ijKltV li'U'ir to Iht Naln.b, J ini- S3. 1700. Kabuli'* l run<v*. l i t  '-’I .
1 Kir .John T.UuJsay’s Xnrrnfi i ,  <». t in, 1770, Sec-rotary Olflco.

Q' -.i.-l \. Il'.j ir.itliof • r ti j i . t ’ -. an ' Mai........ ..e-u v (  iiio Ka*t Ir.tlia Cum-
no.
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strength in the hands of every local com- BOOK I ~  
ffiBHderCwho withheld the revenuo of his district, as often chat. yi. 
as ho beheld a prospect of escaping punishment for his .
fau lts; it has frequently been seen what difficulties at- '
tended the realizing of rovcnuo, whenever the government 
heeamo disordered or weak. For a scries of years, the 
Carnatic had been subject to no regular government; the 
different antagonists had collected the revenues, and raised 
contributions, in those districts which had at any time 
fallen into their hands ; and tho commanders of districts 
and forts had eluded payment as often as it was in their 
power. From this wasted and disordered country, with 
an insignificant army, and no resources for its augmen
tation, was Mohammed Ah required to find means for the 
support of his own government, for the gratification of his 
own taste and passions, and to satisfy the unbounded ex
pectations of the English.

The hopes of the Nabob, who knew the poverty of the 
country, aud with what severity everything had been 
stripped from those among the district Governors who 
enjoyed not extraordinary means of defence, were chiefly 
fixed upon the supposed treasures of Mortis Ali, Governor 
of Velore, the riches of Tanjore, aud the two Marawars.
The fort, aud district of Velore was an acknowledged por
tion of the Carnatic territory. Tanjore and the Marawars 
wore separate principalities, which, as often as thoy wero 
pressed by tho strength of thoir neighbours, had, according 
to Indian practice, occasionally paid them tribute ; as 
Bengal and the Carnatic thomsulves laid paid to the Mah- 
rattas ; but which had never been incorporated'with the 
Mogul empire, nor regarded their dop< mimeo as more than 
casual, temporary, and unjust.

The strength, however, of the Nabob was altogether 
inadequate to the coercion of such powerful chiefs ; aud 
far tllo ue. oniplishment of ao in.f.rliud an ■ lyvH, lie in. 
portunod the Presidency to join then- forces to his. The 
state of the treasury at Madras, exhausted by the efforts
of so todiotiH and expensive a war, rendered the Kû h.-sh 
by no means desirous of engaging immediately in fresh 
adventures. Aud it was not without difficulty that in the 
“ 'H u m o r  of 1701 they were induced to lend their aid for 
the reduction of Velore. It resisted tho exertions of the

' Cô \
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T5O0K; IV. army for three mouths, and but ill repaid the conquerors 
c h a t . vi. by the treasure which it  contained.

The conquest of Tanjore was an object of still greater 
‘ • promise. As it had not yet been ravaged by foreign 

armies, the ideas of Indian wealth, which so long had 
sparkled in the imaginations of men, were not altogether 
extinct. The country, though small, was undoubtedly fer
tile ; the incompatibility between the existence of a rude 
government and people, and the production and accumu
lation of wealth, was not understood ; and the expectations 
which had misled both the French and the English still 
maintained their sway in the mind of Mohammed Ali. 
Resides, as ruler of the Carnatic, it  was his interest to add 
a principality of some importance to his dominions, and 
to remove a neighbour who might on every emergency 
become a dangerous foe.

The English, however, either because they had descended 
m their estimate of the riches of the country, or because 
they had ascended in their estimate of the difficulty of its 
subjugation, discovered an aversion, which the Nabob was 
unable to overcome, to embark in the conquest of Tanjore 
The Governor recommended negotiation ; and offered him
self as mediator. To settle with the subordinate agents 
of his own government belonged, ho said, to the Nabob 
him self: but the King of Tanjore was a sovereign Prince • 
and a tribunal, distinct from that of either party, namely 
that of an independent mediator, was necessary to adjust 
the differences between them.1

Tho Nabob resisted this mode of adjustment, with 
grout eagerness; and, rather than adopt it, would have 
postponed the enforcement of his claims, trusting to the 
chapter of accidents, aud a time to come, at which tho 
Raja might yield at discretion. The Presidency, however, 
knew their power ; they sent, therefore, an agent to Tan- 
jorn, to honr tho allegations of both parties, and suggest 
the conditions of an agroemont. The following were tho 
terms which they resolved to confirm : That twenty-two 
lues of rupees, at five instalments, should be paid by 
Raja t° the Nabob, as arrears ; four loos as a present ; aud

1 Tills I* evidently tin* m eaning of Mr. I'ly d'a letter to the Nnh-di, of Mnv 
‘I. iv n l;  from w lilrh. n a inMnt«.r|iret*i" <i. tho author ot the Will. * 0 u 

M«n»ueiu*nt of the K. I. C'. draw* un Ai.-cuaallon, p. 124.
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/ ^ s ' -----

as a tribute : That the districts, on the other BOOK IV. 
hand, of Coiladdy and Elangad should be ceded to the chap. vi.
Raja ; and that Arni should be restored to its former — — -  
Governor or KiUedar. The pecuniary exactions were l ,w - 
greatly inferior to the claims of the Nabob ; and so great 
reluctance did he show to the ratification of the treaty, 
that Mr Pigot is said to have seized Ins chop or seal, and 
applied it  to the paper with his own hand.' Aware that 
the inflated conceptions diffused among their countrymen 
of the riches of India, and of Tanjore as a distinguished 
part of India, might lead the Court of Directors to regard 
the sum extracted from the Raja as criminally small, the 
Presidency wrote, in their own defence ; that, without 
their assistance, the Nabob was unable to extract a singlo 
rupee ; that the reduction of Tanjore would have been a 
difficult enterprise ; that they had not an army sufficient 
for the purpose ; that the expedition would have occa
sioned an expense which they were unable to bear ; and 
that a rupture with the Raja would have tended to raise 
up other enemies. Tho inability of the country to sustain, 
without oppression, a heavier exaction, they wore either 
not yet aware of, or did not caro to allege. When tho 
Directors aflorwards transmitted their reflections, they 
said : “ If four lacs were given as a present, it seems as if 
the Company ought to have it, for their interposition and 
guarantee at the treaty. Wo shall bo glad to have this 
affair oxpluinod to us, thut we may know the real state of 
the case, with respect to that donation.” - The twenty- 
two lacs were directed to be paid to the Company, and 
credit was given for them in the Nabob’s account.

The war between tho English amt French, which had 
ceased in India with the fall of Pondicherry, was termi
nated in Europe by the treaty of JPkris, definitively signed 
on the 10th of February, 17(33. Of this treaty tho eleventh 
article intended to defino tho rights of the two nations in 
India, or those advantages, in the enjoymunt of which

■ T ill ,  is stated on the authority of the Nabob’s Putter to Mr ! -ilk . O ctets r 
a 17 70  T he author o f the Hint, and M anagement. A c .. sa> . ••n.-nural U w .  
rill, c Mr Boodhler, aod particularly Colonel Call, ond M: Path, w o n  either  
pruiuiu ut this transaction, or were convinced ol the truth "l it. ir.mi the In- 
QoitO'st ,1,1c Information, s ir e n  hv other* ns well ns 1,, the Nnls.b. who umilc 
heavy conn,lain! lu them of the President's c o n d u c t: |,. 127
, 1 liciuir:, from the Court of lhreetors to  the President and Cottnoil o f Port 
"l - freorgc, 30th Decem ber, 1703.

r t l  . (dr
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BOOK! V. the relative strength of the two parties made them wil- 

c u a p . v i .  ling to engage not to molest one another, was in the fol- 
lowing words: “ That Great Britain shall restore to France,

1 1 • in the condition they now are, the different factories1 
which that crown possessed, as well on the coast of Coro
mandel and Orissa, as on that of Malabar, as also in Ben
gal, at the beginning of the year 1749. And France re
nounces all pretensions to the acquisitions which she has 
made on the coast of Coromandel and Orissa? And his 
most Christian Majesty shall restore, on his part, all that 
he may have conquered from Great Britain in the East 
Indies during the present war, and will expressly cause 
Natal and Tapanouly,3 in the island of Sumatra, to be 
restored. And ho further engages not to erect fortifica
tions, or to keep troops, in any part of the dominions of 
the Subahdar of Bengal; and in order to preserve future 
peace on the coast of Coromandel and Orissa the English 
and French shall acknowledge Mohammed Ali Khan for 
lawful Nabob of the Carnatic, aud Salabut Jung for lawful 
Subahdar of the Deccan, and both parties shall renounce 
all demands and pretensions of satisfaction, with which 
they might charge each other, or their Indian allies, for 
the depredation or pillage committed on either side during 
tho war.” ®

In tire distribution of the advantages of the Carnatic 
sovereignty, for such it now might truly be deemed as 
scarcely oven a nominal subjection was acknowledged either 
to tho Subahnar of tho Deccan, or the Emperor himself 
the English imagined they had as yet not appropriated to 
themselves the requisite sharo. They began accordingly 
to represent to the Nabob, tho necessity of bestowing 
upon the Company a jaghire : or a grant of lands, the 
rents and revenues of which, free from any deduction to 
the Nabob’s treasury, should accrue to thomselves. Tho 
Nabob urged tho narrowness of his own resources, the 
load of debt under which ho laboured, tho great propor
tion of Ids revenue already allowed to tho Company, and 
tho cisdoii which ho had made, not only of lands, but of 
tho tnluite which tho Company owed for Madras itself.

The Company, in truth, had now'placed themselves in
1 fV'inptolrj. - Ton St. David und its dojpcit'lcnclcu.

a Denco jlen.
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of considerable difficulty. The Presidency BOOK IV. 
covrteTnot help observing, that under the weakness of both c h a u  v i . 
the mind and the resources of the Nabob, the defence of —— — 
the Carnatic must rest upon them; and that they must, 1,G3- 
therefore maintain at all times an army sufficient to op
pose its enemies. This, without tha revenue of tho 
country, was a burden which they knew they could not 
sustain. And yet to strip of all his revenue a sovereign 
Prince, of whose rights they had so often proclaimed 
themselves tho champions, was a procedure which bore a 
most unfavourable appearance, and from which formidable 
accusations against them could hardly fail to be drawn.

Tho Company took the course which power, though less 
supported by reasons, will most commonly pursue. They 
adopted the alternative which was most agreeable to 
them selves; and the revenues of the Carnatic gradually 
passed into their hands. The President, however, w m  
anxious that, at this time, the donation should wear the 
appearance of a voluntary act on the part of the Nabob; 
and amid his efforts of persuasion assured him, if  we can 

, bolio\o the Nabob himself, “ that if four districts were 
given, the Company would be extremely pleased and 
obliged to him, and would ever assist him and his children 
with a proper force of Europeans, without desiring any 
thing further; that till he had cleared off his debts to tho 
Company, the revenues of those districts, after defraying 
the expenses of tho soldiers, should be placed to the credit 
of his account. 1 AY hen the President Logan to {mss from 
tho tone of suggestion to that of requisition, and the 
Nal>ob perceived that compliance could not- be escaped, ho 
endeavoured to obtain the security of at least a written 
promise for those terms which had been offered in order 
to gain his consent. But when ho transmitted the draft 
of an agreement, in which those terms were specified, and 
which he requested the Governor and Council to sign, tho 
temper of tho President broke through his policy ; and ho 
pulled oft' the mask with whicli he had hitherto endea
voured, though it must be confessed but awkwardly, to 
cover from the Nabob aud the world the view of his roal

1 Ron > a Appendix* p. lp l .  This declaration r\ made In a *u>sequent cor- 
Tt!*lM-nd<.|leo between the Nabob and the Governor anilC ouucil,and not denied  

1 :,*vornur anil Couucil* though sue!) a bargain, they say, was a bod.m o 
Xh{i Company,



BOtTKrTVTsituation. Ho sent Rack tlie agreement unsigned, with 
c h a p . vi. strong marks of his displeasure; and told the Nabob by
-----------  letter, that it  ill became the situation in which he stood,

HG3. m ate conditions with the Company; since they, said 
he, “ do not take any thing from you; but they are the 
givers, and you are a receiver.” 1 ,

It was not till the summer of 1763, that the Nabob and 
Presidency were enabled to turn their attention to Madura 
and Tinivelly. Though Mohammed Issoof had been vi
gorously employed, from the raising of the siege of Madras, 
till the fall of Pondicherry, in reducing the refractory 
Polygars aud other local commanders, obedience and tran
quillity wore by no means established. And when that 
active and useful partisan proposed to take the country as 
renter, and to become responsible, though for a small 
revenue, from a region which hitherto had cost much and 
yielded nothing, the offer was not unwillingly embraced. 
Mohammed Issoof, like other renters of India, had no 
doubt an inclination to withhold if possible the sum which 
ho engaged to pay out of the taxes which he was empow
ered to oolloct: and, like other Governors, contemplated, 
it  is probable, from the very beginning, the chance of in
dependence. It cannot, however, be denied, that the 
enemies with whom he had as yet been obliged to struggle, 
and who had heretofore rendered the country not only 
unproductive, but burdensome, left him no revenue to pay.
It appears, accordingly, that none had ever beon received.
For this failure, the Nabob and the Company now pro
ceeded to inflict chastisement, and in the month of August, 
1763, a combined army of natives and English marched to 
Madura. Mohammed Issoof endeavoured by negotiation, 
and the influence of those among the English whom ho had 
rendered his friends, to ward off the blow, but when lie 
found these efforts unavailing, he resolved to give himself 
tho cliancu of a struggle in Hie own defence, lie  wa.j not 
a man of whom the subjugation w as to he expected at an 
easy price, lie  baffled all tho efforts of the Nabob and 
tin, Company, till the mouth of October, 1704; when he 
had already forced them to expend a million sterling, and 
m, ordinary quantity of English Wood; and without a 
deed of treachery whiuh placed his person in their hands,

1 Mr. 1’ k '.'it Lott or to the Nabob, A u g u it 13, 1708,

(cr
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how far he might have prolonged hia re- BO O fffvf“  
sistssce kmon" a body of French troops whom ho had .chat, vi. 
received from the Baja of Tanjoro, was a person of the 
name of Marchand, by whom ho was seized and delivered

t0 The rccasimis on which the interests of the Nabob and 
of the Pain of Tanjore were liable to clash or to interfere, 
became, through their jealousy and mutual hatred a per
petual source of contention. H ie treaty which had been 
formed under the coercive authority of the English, had 
defined the terms of their pecuniary relation: with the 
usual want of foresight, every thing else was left vague 
and disputable. The river Cavery, about six miles to the 
north-west of Trichinopoly, is divided into two streams, 
of which the northern takes the name of Coleroon, and, 
by a course not far from direct, joins the sea at Devi- 
Cotah. The southern branch, wdiich retains the name of 
Cavery, passes through the flat alluvial territory of Tan- 
jore; and dividing itself into a great number of smaller 
streams, overflows, and fructifies the country. But it so 
happens that the two branches of this great river, after 
flowing at some distance from one another, for a space of 
about twenty miles, again approach, forming what is 
called the island of Seriughain, and are only prevented by 
a narrow nock of land, which requires continual repairs, 
from reuniting their stream.-, and falling down the channel 
of tho Coleroon to the ocean. The kingdom of Tanjoro 
was thus in tho highest degree interested in the preserva
tion of tho mound of the Cavery, upon the waters of 
which its vegetative powers so greatly depended; and it 
must have anciently been a powerful instrument of co
ercion in the hands of the neighbouring kingdom of Tri
chinopoly, within the territories of which it appears to 
have been always included.

The Nabob, as sovereign of r-iclnuopoly, now assumed 
authority over tho mound of the Cavery; and the dispute 
between him and the Raja grew to importance. Lho haja 
endeavoured to make the reparation of the mound the 
condition of paying the money which he owed >y the 
treaty; und the President, after writing govtral letters to 
the Nabob appointed a deputy to inquire into the subject 
*»d to make his reports. The rights in question were

von.m *
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^-BOOK IV. actually two. The first was the right of sovereignty in 
chav. vn. the mound ; the second was the right of having the mound 
— ——  preserved and repaired. The first, as no ono disputed, 

1765. Relonged to the Nabob. The second, if prescription and 
equity constituted any title, as undeniably belonged to the 
Raja. Ignorantly and awkwardly, and not without English 
co-operation,'they blended them together in one question; 
and the dispute became interminable. Who had the right 
of repairing the mound, was the subject about which they 
contended; the Nabob claiming it, as inherent in the 
sovereignty; and the Raja as inherent in the title which 
ho possessed to the waters of the Cavery. Unhappily, in 
the right which, as sovereign, the Nabob claimed, of per
mitting no one but himself to repair the mound, he 
tacitly included the right of omitting all repairs whenever 
he pleased. 1 ho Raja, who dreaded the consequences,
solicited an interview; and by making ample submission 
and protestations, effected a temporary compromise. It 
was not long, however, bofore bo had again occasion to 
complain ; and wrote tlio most pressing letters to Madras, 
beseeching the Presidency to lay their commands upon 
tho Nabob for the repair of the mound. The Nabob 
hardly disguised his intention of allowing it to be washed 
Rway; alleging the wishes of his own people, "who, on 
account of tho overflowing of the low grounds to tho 
eastward of Trichinopoly, desired the waters of the Cavery 
to be turned into the channel of theC'oleroon. 'Die English 
at last interfered, with a determination to provail; and 
the Nabob, but not before the month of January, 1705, 
aud with great reluctance, gave his consent, that tbo 
mound of tho Cavery should be repaired by tbo King of 
Tanjoro.1

CHAPTER VII.

Second Administration o f CUro.— Companf s Orders res- 
pectin ft the Private Trade disregarded.— Arrangements 
irith the Vizir.- With the Emperor.— Acquisition of the 
Vtunttinec.—Private Trade created a Monopoly fo r  the

• Ofl’cS*! 1’ip tn  In iUm&'s Am-emllx, No?. vl.x.xK.xili.
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o f  the superior Servants—  Reduction o f the 1fili-  BOOK IV. 
tarU A l l o w a n c e s — Us effects.— C l i v e  resigns, and Vcrelst ckap. vh.
succeeds— Proceedings in E ngland relative to the Rate o f  -----------
dividend  on Company's Stock— Financial Difficulties—  170s- 
Vcrelst resigns, and Cartier succeeds.

I OIiD CLIVE, together with Mr. Sumner and Mr. Sykes,
■l who had accompanied him from England, and were 

two of the persons empowered to form the Select Com
mittee a r r i v e d  at Calcutta, on the 3d of May, 1765. The 
two other persons of whom that extraordinary machine of 
government was to be composed, were absen t; Geueral 
Carnac, beyond tho confines of the province of Bahar, with 
the army ; and Mr. Verelst, at the distant settlement of 
Chittagong. For as much as tho disturbances, which 
guided the resolves of the Company, when they decreed 
that such a new organ of government should exist, were 
now removed ; and for as much as the Select Committee
v.ere empowered to exercise their extraordinary powers 
for so long a time only as those disturbances should 
remain ; it was a question, whether they were entitled to 
form themselves into a governing body ; but a question of 
which they speedily disposed.1 On the 7th of May, ex- 
nelly four days after their arrival, Lord Clive, and the two 
gentlemen who accompanied him, assembled : and without 
waiting for communication with tho ro-t of the destined 
members declared tho Scloct Committee formed :2 assumed 
the whole powers of government civil uud military ; and 

' administered to themselves and their seoretarius an oath 
of secrecy.

The great corruption which they represented as pre
vailing in the government, and tainting to a prodigious 

• degree the conduct of the Company’s servants, was tho 
foundation on which they placed ' lie necessity for tho 
establishment of tho Committee. The picture which they 
drew of these corruptions exhibited, it is truo, the most

1 " T'ni.n m v arrival In Benltnl,” viM  Clive (in  his speech In tho B o i l*  o f  
c «'nm.ITi l itM ip n  i 3 . " I  found til': pow er, r iv en  v e r e  *u l-o-el.. ana  
' "ill. . I l f  worded, that they won- im m ediately ren te ,ted  by tin < m m o l. I 

h cm iine ,I III.n ever, to  pul tho m ust i - tensive con-tnictioD  upon them ,
*';■ I determ ined to do  my duty to my cou n try /-  
o il  l ; "- '■ .1 were "tv,n." nnil to one Of I In',e at Icott, neiiernl C om ae, lo r d  

-rim e Un- m om ent ol Ins atr lva l. There n i l  no occasion lo  watt for hie 
N l , ‘ «  or Umj of V er e lit . J.tfe o f C live, u . J t S . - W .
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BQD^tV. hideous and the most disgusting features. But the impar- 
o h a p . vn. tial judge will probably find, that the interest of the Com-
--------— mittee to make out the appearance of a strong necessity

17G5. for investing themselves with extraordinary powers, after 
the original cause for them had ceased to exist, had s o m e  

influence on their delineations. In the letter, addressed 
to the Committee, with which Lord Clive opened their 
proceedings, on the 7th of May, “ A  very few days,” he 
says, “ are elapsed since our arrival; and yet, if we con
sider what has already come to our knowledge, we cannot 
hesitate a moment upon the necessity of assuming the 
power that is in us of conducting, as a Select Committee, 
the affairs both civil and military of this settlement- 
What do we hear of, what do we see, but anarchy, con
fusion, and, what is worse, an almost general corruption* 
Happy, I am sure, you would have been, as well as myself, 
had the late conduct of affairs been so irreproachable as to 
have permitted them si.ill to continue in the bun.In of t,hi' 
Governor and Council ” Yet one would imagine that four 
days afforded not a very ample space for collecting a satis
factory body of evidence on so extensive a fiold,' especially 
if  wo must believe the noble declarer, that the determina
tion to which it led was a disagreeable one.

u Three paths,” observed his Lordship, when afterwards 
dofonding himself, “ were before mo. 1. One was strewed 
with abundance of fair advantages. I might have put m y
self at the head of the government as I found it. I might 
have encouraged the resolution w'hich the gentlemen had 
taken not to execute the new covenants which prohibited 
tho receipt of presents : and, although I had executed th« 
covenants myself, I might have contrived to return to 
England with an immense fortune, infamously added to 
the one before honourably obtained. 2. Finding mV 
powers disputed, I might in despair have given up tho 
commonwealth, and have left Bengal without making an 
effort to save it. Such a conduct would have been deemed 
the effect of folly and cowardice. I he third path was
inti ie ■ : s and di 1 '-i' I1'-
I Jut. I resolved to pursue it. In short, I was determined

• Mont of (lie E vldnu ' mi spiled in the minute* nml proceeding* of 1l»r
OoniinlltiM . much vru* fnrni he I by Uu otuwiiI of thu put lio« tlivm ,'lvo* 
Ml . ii. - W.



r
duty to the public, although I should incur the LOOK IV. 

^*dttnu of the whole settlement. The welfare of tho Com- chap, vil 
Pany required a vigorous exertion, and I took the resolution — ~ —  
°f oleansing the Augean Stable.” 1 1765‘

Another circumstance deserves to be mentioned, of 
whioh Lord Clive takes no notice in his speech, though on 
other occasions it is not forgotten ; that without tho for
mation of the Select Committee, he would, as Governor, 
have enjoyed only a shadow, or at best a small fragment of 
power. In his letter to the Directors, dated the 20th of 
February, in which he describes the transactions of the 
first five months of his new administration, he says, “ The 
gentlemen in Council of late j'ears at Bengal, seem to have 
been actuated, in every consultation, by a very obstinate 
and mischievous spirit. The office of Governor has been 
in a manner hunted down, stripped of its dignity, and then 
divided into sixteen shares,”—the number of person.- of 
whom tho board consisted. “ Two paths,” fio observe, m 
nearly the same language as was afterwards used in his 
speech, were evidently open to me : the one smooth, and 
strewed with abundance of rich advantages that might 
easily bo  picked up ; tho other untrodden, and every s t e p  

. opposed with obstacles. I might have taken charge of t he 
government upon the same footing on which I found i t ; 
that is, T might. have enjoyed the name of Governor, and 
have B u t t e r e d  the h o n o u r ,  i m p o r t a n c e ,  and d i g n i t y  of tho 
post to continue in their state of a n n ih ila tio n . 1 might 
have contented myself as others had bolero mo, with being 
a cipher, or, what is little better, Uit.1 !;i*,l among sixteen 
equals: and 1 might have allowed this passive conduct to 
be attended with tho usual douceur ot ,haring largely with 
tho rest of the gentlemen in all donations, perquisites, &c., 
arising from the absolute government and disposal of oil 
places in the revenues of this opub ut kingdom ; by which 
means I might soon have acquired an immense addition to 
luy fortune, notwithstanding the obligations in tho now 
covenants ; for the man who can so easily get over the bar 
of conscience as to receive presents after the execution of 
thorn will not soruplo to make use of any evasions that 
may protect him from the consequences. Tho settlement, 
in general, would thus have boon my friends, and only tho 

> Speech, ut supra, p. 4.
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V)K^IK,«I^S-iiatives of tlie country m y enemies.” It deserves to be 
c h a p . vn. remarked, as twice declared by this celebrated Governor,
-----------  that the covenants against the receipt of presents afforded

1765. nq effectual security, and m ight be violated, by the con
nivance and participation of the presiding individuals, to 
any amount. It follows, as a pretty necessary consequence, 
that independent of that connivance they might in many 
instances be violated to a considerable amount.1

The language in which Clive describes the corruption of 
the Company’s government and the conduct of their 
servants, at this era, ought to be received with caution i 
and, doubtless, with considerable deductions ; though it is 
an historical document, or rather a matter of fact, sin
gularly curious and important. “ Upon my arrival,” ho 
tells the Directors, “ I am sorry to sav, I found your affairs 
in a condition so nearly desperate, as would have alarmed 
any set of men, whose sense of honour ami duty to their 
employers had not been estranged by the too-eager pursuit 
of their own immediate advantages. The sudden, and 
among many, the unwarrantable acquisition of riches, had 
introduced luxury in every shape, and in its most per
nicious excess. These two enormous evils went hand in 
hand togother through the whole presidency, infecting 
almost every member of each department. Every inferior 
seemed to have grasped at wealth, that he might ho 
enabled to assume that spirit of profusion, which was now 
the only distinction between him and his superior. Thus 
all distinction ceased ; and every rank became, in a manner, 
upon an equality. Nor was this the end of the m ischief: 
for a contest of such a nature among our servants neces
sarily destroyed all proportion between their wants and 
tho honest means of satisfying thorn. In a country whoro 
money is plenty, where foar is tho principle of government, 
and whore your arms are evor victorious, it is no wonder 
that tho lust of richos should readily 1 on brace tho pvof- 
ferod moans of its gratification, or that, tho instruments of 
your power should avail themselves of their authority,

* T il ls  c o n clu sio n  i :.,~urtvdy Jurddh'd b y  th e  \ reinlneis. Oil v * , in l ' “ - ilr*t 
Inu tan W i In tim ate* llm t lie  nii|(iit h a ve  d o in ' w h at had h e m  a lic u d y  d on e  b y  
tin- C o m m it W e. d e la y  th e  e x te n t  ton o f th e  co v e n a n ts  u n til I .U o w n  fo rtu n e  had  
Ik • n in i b \  m id III i .n< • < ■ n 1 • i <■ h i a* crM  tin t' nit in d iv ld 'iiil * h n  vln lu tctl 
the c o v e n a n t*  mrnuhl Ik: re a d y  tc- uv.y a n y  | le.i n liutc.vnr in  m itlKull«’ii ol tho  
« )i ac>|ih nv;r.. Me / r iv o  no rc iv n n  to in fer t l u l  in e ith e r  .» b re ach  o f  tho 
c o v o u m ii’i c o u ld  b e  A ttem p ted  w ith  Im p u n ity .— W .
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V y u ^ p e tM e d  even to extortion in those oases where simple
could not keep pace with their rapacity. ciiAr.vn. 

Examples of this sort, set by superiors, could not fail 
of being followed in a proportionable degree by inferiors. uv0- 
The evil was contagious, and spread among the civil and 
military down to the writer, the ensign, and the free mer
chant ” > The language of the Directors held pace with 
that of the Governor. In their answer to the letter from 
which this extract is taken, they say, “ We have the 
s t r o n g e s t  sense of the deplorable state to which our affairs 
were °on the point of being reduced, from the corruption 
and rapacity of our servants, aud the universal depravity 
of manners throughout the settlement. The general re
laxation of all discipline and obedience, both military and 
civil, was hastily tending to a dissolution of all government.
Our letter to the Select Committee expresses our sen
tim ents of what has been obtained by way of donation ; 
and to that we must add, that we think the vast fortunes 
acquired in the inland trade liavo been obtained by a series 
of the most tyrannic and oppressive conduct that ever was 
known in any ago or country.”2

The letters from the Court of Directors, commanding 
the immediate and total abandonment of the inland trade, 
and the execution of the new covenants against the receipt 
of presents, had arrived on the 24th of January, 1765, pre
vious to the formation of the treaty with Nujum-ad-dowla.
Yet so fur was the inland trade from being abandoned, that 
the unlimited exercise of it, fi oo from all dut ies except two 
and a half per cent, upon the article of salt, and along with 
that unlimited exorcise, the prohibition, or what, amounted

i t pttor dated Calcutta, 30th Septem ber, 1703. from I.ord C live to th e  
t nf Director*, Third Ke ort o f C om m ittee. 1772. Appendix. N o. 73. In 

c oul , nf t!u- sam e d a le  from  th e Select Com miu- c, w hich w as m erely  
6 ‘u ,i r lrLtcr front C live, by w hose nod the >thcr Member* o f th e  Com m ittee 
au 1 verne l they express thom selvcs '» u u d  “ to lay open to the v ie w o f  
'yc'ririr .vtors H series of tr m m e tlen s too .totorion !\ known t> hr s u r p r is e d ,  
tl»o i )u »ci - to their in terest, to  th e national character, and to th e ex- 
?n ‘l t ~  «m ‘" 6 o d  m . c r . , , i H . l . -
iBU frtluns which seem  to dem onstrate m at every  -.p :»n T this g *wrniuiint 
trau ^ ctlm i t \\ m l tk ,n . u , lt principles of rapacity and oppression
w a i bm oan , . . that every spark o! < m in,out a o' p -,j irit

^  "

v i n K l b l l o f  Him- -  ! ; - « « « • « = - VtvrtM-n.
* tteport, u t Hupru. Appendix, No. <■».
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BOOftTv. to the prohibition, of all other traders, the exaction of op- 
chap. vii. pressive duties, from which the English were exempt, had
----------- been inserted, as leading articles, in the treaty. Again, as

17C5. to what regarded the covenants, not only had presents, 
upon the accession of Nujum-ad-dowla been received, with 
unabated alacrity, in defiance of them ; but they remained 
unexecuted to that very hour. The Committee of the 
House of Commons could not discover from the records 
that the Governor had so much as brought them under the 
consultation of the Council Board ;1 and it is certain that 
no notice whatsoever had heen communicated to the other 
servants of the Company, that any such engagements were 
roquirud.

The execution of the covenants, as a very easy and simple 
transaction, was one of the earliest of the measures of the 
Committee. They were signed, first by the Members of 
the Council, and tho servants on the spot ; and afterwards 
transmitted to the armies and factories, where they wore 
immediately executed by everybody ; with one remarkable 
exception. General Caniac, when they arrived, distributed 
them to his officers, among whom the signature met with 
no evasion. But General Carnac himself, on the pretence 
that they were dated several months previous to tho time 
at whioh intimation of them was conveyed to him, forbore 
privately to execute liis own. A few weeks afterwards, 
upon his return to Calcutta, he signed it, indeed, without 
any scruple ; but, in the interval, he had received a present 
of two lacks of rupees from the reduced and impoverished 
Emperor.2

i In a letter of Clive to General Carnnr, of tlic Gtli May, he rava Hie Connell 
hail •• left to tin' Com m ittee tin- ttinp; tin- covenant* stoned, whtuh they »«y 
i« of su> ’i ponsr'jucm ft. time (It* y . aiumt think of settling  anything fliutl about 
Ih'jin until Lord t'livo’s m rival." T.ito of ( live. Johnstone, one of the 
Council, find an active nifont in tin -w hole hikin' * o f  the presents, irlvrs :i 
lu llin ' illfreioitt in f ount. *s !' i • true,” he tu>». ‘ the eou-naiit* hnd urriU'U 
Irtifum the death of M t e r  .Tutllcr, w h o  not at that turn- thought to h«> «'»
;ttit  d a m n  v o f  d y lm t  I "  * . n ..t a t  t in  « ••um  ll w in  n H u > " ‘ r iv e d ,  n o r  a t  **•»>'
U n i"  a f l n i ,  t i l l  I • d ) " l  'lo w  o i "  . r . d - i  t ln - lr  d e l ib e r a t io n  iip m i l l ic  ' . 'V '" -  
o f  tin - N a b o b '*  d e a t h .  'I h e  rA v e m m t* . n e v e r  w o r e  o f fe r e d  t o  m e ,  m u l » L° j ;  
t u I n i v  c o u ld  n o t  h e  h o u n d  h v  c o v e n a n t s  w h ic h  I n o t  o n l y  d id  n o t  M idi, 
n o  r e  i- w h b  o  v o n  r e q u ir e d  t o - V u .  1 l u n e  h e a r d  ir o n i  th e  t 'e n t l c n i m  •*«
Counc il, that their n  aw n for not slifnlni: tin-- >vcD*ntB w m , that th; lp  ‘fl, ? '  
tlon aiqr .u 'd  to them  bo non and extraordinary, and icoinod H"'**' ' .
many "hit f t  Ion , that H o y .i  d , i . q - ,  t» • < ml l.oioe a  rom onttram ” "'drn£  *
U M ttioK foith Ihc ronv'ii f .r j 'i  li ln« tho rcKulAflon uiK-xju.dknt *“ u 
proia r  "  J o h n * to m t ’ » L e t t e r  to  t h e  r r o p r l f l t n r * .  03.— V  .

* ••T lih  ti .iu m u i'»ti I* not > v o .It tv tated General Caiiia. * «JN* wj"** JO 
n lg n  the covenant wo* p e r f e c t l y  Tonsoihihlo. A;> It would have bouitu him to



\ ! 2 W ^ b o b ,  Nu j um-ad-do wla, hastened to Calcutta, upon BOOK IV. 
the arrival of Clive; and being exceedingly displeased with ciL\r. vn. 
restraints imposed upon him, presented a letter of coni- ~  
plaints. Mohammed Reza Khan, whose appointment to 17G5* 
office of Naib Subah was the most offensive to the Nabob 
of all the hard conditions to which he had been compelled 
to submit, had given presents on account of his elevation 
to the am oun t of nearly twenty lacks of rupees. There 
was nothing, in this, unusual or surprising ; but the Nabob, 
who was eager to obtain the ground of an accusation 
against a man whose person and office were alike odious 
to him, complained of it as a dilapidation of his treasury.
The servants of the Company, among whom the principal 
part of the money was distributed, were those who had 
the most strongly contested the authority of Clive’s 
Committee ; and they seem to have excited, by that oppo
sition, a very warm resentment. The accusation was 
treated as a matter of great and serious importance. Some 
of the native officers engaged in the negotiation of the 
presents, though required only for tho purpose of evidence, 
were put under arrest. A formal investigation was insti
tuted. It was alleged that threats had been used to extort 
the gifts. And the Committee pronounced certain facts 
to be proved; but in their great forbearance reserved the 
decision to tho Court of Directors. The servants, whoso 
conduct was arraigned, solemnly denied tho cliargo of usiii ; 
terror or force; and it is true that their declaration was 
opposed by only tho testimony of a few natives, whe n 
veracity is always questionable when they have tho 
smallest interest to depart from the truth:1 who in the

tho observance of a lnw of which he did wet know the ex iste n c e , and w hich  
he would have violated unw ittingly , hu\ m g i.a w ee n  th e dale of the covenant 
and Its reaching him , avowedly received n present of 70.000 rujic_-<i from tho 
ltn lw un l Sinli. There tits no lnt* mi.<iwit evad ing Its |ir.n]NMivo opt ration, 
ua tho interval was short before lie did s trti it. and the General d eid a n d  in his 
evidence tiefnrn the Com mit too "i the H ouse. that from the m -m . .| bu m.,« 
ouhhtdv ni.pilncd ul the Coin|*any ) Icam m  on the atihjert, he u su lem l 
him self equally bound by the covenant, w hether he signed it or not. W ith  
regard to tho tw o lacks of rnpees, said to  have been  received  l*y him from tho  
K ing, after h e  knew  o f th e  covon u i ra C atnac
declined accepting it w ithout tho perm ission of the Governor mid C ouncil, lo  
whom  t'lcrefoio, the King wrote tu request that their perm ission inipht bo 
Ifrantid. Thu Cuum-ll referred it to the Court m D irectors, and it d ually  
revolved, therefore, it was w ith  ^ ie lr  approbation. A ppcn. 3rd Report, 1773,
I’-.wi). w.

1 T hen  is little re o '-u  t«i question the vtn n eltyo f such m m  as M ohamm ed  
iiq fgatSvt, and other natives o f respectability, who gwvo evidence in

' g°5x

(i(tn (ei\ - \ § g f  / - P r e s e n t s  to  En g l is h m e n . T T I 1 j



^l§QI\i>IJyPrcserit ^ se  were not examined upon oath; were deeply 
ciiap. 'vh. interested in finding an apology for their own conduct, and 
— _ had an exquisite feeling of the sentiments which prevailed

1,Go- towards the persons whom they accused in the breasts of 
those who now wielded the sceptre. There seems not, in 
reality, to have been any difference in the applications for 
presents on this and on former occasions, except perhaps 
in some little ceremoniousness of manner. A significant 
expression escapes from Yerelst, who was an actor in the 
scene ; “ Mohammed Reza Khan,” he says, “ affirms that 
these sums were not voluntarily given. This the English 
gentlemen deny. Perhaps the reader, who considers tho 
increased power of the English, may regard this as a -verbal 
dispute.” 1

On tho 20th of June Lord Clive departed from Calcutta, 
on a progross up tho country, for tho purpose of forming a 
new arrangement with the Nabob for tho government of 
the provinces, and of concluding a treaty of peace with 
Suja-ad-dowla the Vizir.

Tire first negotiation was of easy management. What
ever the Committee were pleased to command, Nujum-ad- 
dowla was constrained to obey. The whole of the power 
reserved to the Nabob, and lodged with tho Naib Subah 
was too great, they said, to bo deposited in a single hand ■ 
they resolved, therefore, to associate the Raja Dooloob 
Ram, and Juggut Seet, the Hindu banker, with Mohammed 
Reza Khan, in the superintendence of the Nabob’s affairs.
To preserve concord among these colleagues, it was deter
minated to employ the vigilant control of a servant of the 
Company, resident upon the spot. The Nabob wus also 
now required to resign the whole of the revenues, and to 
make over the management of the Subahdareo, with every 
advantago arising from it, to the Company ; by whom a1' 
annual pension of fifty lacks of rupees, subject to th°

tin? p n  *<-nt tratru u -tion , and rvp, P ad  leas Ind u cem ent to d e p a rt  to 1,1 
tr u th  Hum th e  K urasiM n-., w h o » t r c  penw h all)- h itare atad . th e  
ft re lic t  l*i p r e s e n tly  unmi.t* 1 in  I he  si .c h lc .u v  y  a tta ch e d  to  th e  r*t*- •i'1'.', }l0 
from  V erolst. T h e c on llh -im i' a v c r tm iid  w ere  u m ere  v erb a l <ii f>"u‘ . .  h

II is  t r u e , did „ . , t  em p lo y  , , „ „ p , .|  tie
th e , r e ' ,  l u  . I ; h u t th e re  cat, p,. d o u b t th a t  th e y  did  tiith n ate  < ' 
ji< elation i. am i th a t tlio  y o u n g  N ab ob , um l hi* ad  v 1st n ,  d ared  not 1 ‘ * 1

" "  V e r e M ’,, VI,...v o f  th e  l in r - i l  ,h c .o v e m n ta u t in Ite n g at, v . »>.
I  .1. . mi l  t i l l  M V  t i . o y  I...U- t.* : l i . . i T - :  r,  > • I . ■ rt »•; m e  * •'
l»roeetUiift rev o lu tio n s , hco l l ie  p re c ed in g  tub!-.-, j». .’Uifl.

\. /  ‘.j HISTORY OF BRITISH INDIA. ' Q j j



' Gcw \

y. \  ^ ^ x l e Ai e ^t  w i t h  t h e  n a b o b  o f  o u d e .

of their three nominees, were to be allowed BOON IV. 
toE im self. The final arrangement of these terms was ciiaxoto. 
notified to the Committee on the 28th of July, by a letter 
despatched from Moorshodabad, whence, a few days before,
Clive had proceeded on his journey.

The army had prosecuted the advantages gamed over 
tho Vizir • and at this time had penetrated far into the 
territories of Oude. The arrangement, however, which 
had been concluded with the Emperor, and in conformity 
with which the English wero to receive tho Gauzeepore 
country for themselves, and to bestow the dominions of 
Suja-ad-dowla on the Emperor, had been severely con
demned by the Court of Directors. They denounced it, 
not only as a violation of their repeated instructions and 
commands not to extend the dominions of tho Company ; 
but ns in itself an impolitic engagement; full of burden, 
but destitute of profit.1 Lord Clive, and, what is the same 
thing, Lord Clive’s Committee, professed a deep convic
tion of the wisdom of that policy (the limitation of domi
nion) which the Directors prescribed;* declaring, “that 
an influence maintained by force of arms was destructive 
of that commercial spirit which the servants of tho Com
pany ought to promote ; oppressive to tho country, and 
ruinous to the Company ; whose military expenses had 
hitherto rendered fruitless their extraordinary success, and 
oven the cession of rich pro. uiees.” 3

After the battle of Buxar, the Vizir, who no longer eon- 
siderod liis own dominions secure, lmd r < ut hi • women 
and treasures to lluroily, the strong fort of u Hohilla ehiot; 
and, having gained us much time as possible by nogotiations 
with the English, endeafoured to obtain assistance from 
Ghazi-ad-din Khan, from the Hohilla chiefs, and a body of 
Mahrftttas who wore at that time under Mulhar how, in 
the vicinity of Qualior. The Mahraitas, and Ghazi-ad- 
din Khan with a handful of followers, the miserable ro- 

i Sec th e Letters to  B en ga l. Jilted 24th  D ec. 1703, en d  19th l ob. 1705, In

th ;  c I S * " t a h U  t o t « r l t»atb c ’n iiw t e r s . ' la lv l  3.7th Sept. 170 • . »■•>». " My re- 
'  ' ..„n my Inn s will a lw ays b e. to con iine our assist .nco. o u r m n -

m  «  I n d M r  p o -™ u i™ s to  B engal, Dollar, om l O n* . :  t. h m h er  U. In 
niy opinion , n ie l.e i.io  so w tiruvaganlly amhitlom, en d  a tan td , that no « ...
'c iiorfti.d  eotil.cil in .licit M i s s  ran ever a d  pi ,t ... .  o p  the w hole I.emc 
ot .h e  (,„ „ p a n v ,i, In ter est!*  first entirely m o -m o d elle d .

' lo . in ic i .u n  I.o i. Ill- Sole, t Com mittee to  the l ’re clem , oatod 21at Ju n e ,
171*7 ; anil their Letter to General Carnac, dated 1st Ju ly .



BOOfe'iYrmains of his fom er power, had, in reality, joined him. 
c h a p . vii. But the Rohillas had amused liim with only deceitful pro- 
— — —  m ises: and he had been abandoned even by Sumroo ; who, 

I1C0. witla a body of about 300 Europeans of various nations, 
and a few thousand Sepoys, was negotiating for service 
with the Jaats.

The English had detached two battalions of Sepoys, 
which took possession of Lucknow, the capital of Oude, 
and made an attempt upon the fortres of Chunar, the  
strength of which enabled the garrison to make a succcsful 
resistance; when the preparations of Suja-ad-dowla induced 
Sir Robert Fletcher, on whom, till the arrival of Camac, 
after tho departure of Sir Hector Munro, the command of 
the troops bad devolved, to endeavour to anticipate that 
Nabob by taking the important fortress of Allahabad. 
Nujuf Khan, as a partisan of tho Emporor, had joined the 
English with his follower! from Bimdelcund, and being 
well acquainted with tho fortress, pointed out the weakest 
part. It was speedily breached ; and the garrison, too ir
resolute to brave a storm, immediately surrendered. Soon 
after this evout General Carnao arrived, and took tho 
command of tho army. Tho situation of the enemy which 
rendered their designs uncertain, puzzled, for a time, tho 
General; who over-estimated their strength, and was 
afraid of leaving the frontiers exposed. Having received 
undoubted intelligence that tho enemy had bogun to  
march on the Corah road; and suspecting that an attack 
was designed upon Sir Robert Fletcher, who commanded a 
separate corps in the same direction ho made shine forced 
march™ to offoot a junction with that commander; and, 
having joined him, advanced with united forces towards 
tho enemy. On the 3d of May a battle was fought in tho 
neighbourhood of Corah ; or rather a skirmish, for, by the 
absence of the Rohillas, and the weakness of <lhazi-ad-din 
Khan, the force of tho Vizir was inconsiderable, and h" 
was still intimidated by remombrunco of Buxar. ■*. 1 
MuhrattoM, on whom ha chiefly <I«'pcmled. wore 
dinporred by tb< English artillery. Tim V izir sepal*1 ct 
from th em ; and they retired with precipitation towar 8 
the Jumna, Observing tho English In remit the puraui 
iu order to watch the Vizir, win* made no attempt to join 
hie allies, they ventured a second elfort to outer Corah.

( f ( l)1 (fiT
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r. (  J aub^ ngbbmrnt w ith  th e  emperor. ( f l j 5
\ ^ % r S ^ i 4 i r  incursions the General resolved to Urivo Bt^teW v^ 

tiw art^ yond the Juiuma ; crossed that river on the 2 id  ; c h a p . vn. 
dislodged them from their post on the opposite side ; and — —  
obliged them to retire to the hilts.

Tile Vizir impelled, on the one side by the desperate 
state of his affairs, on the other by hopes of moderate 
treatment from the English, resolved to throw himself 
entirely upon their generosity, by placing his person m  
their hands. On the 19th of May, General Carnac recen od, 
written by the Nabob with his own hand, a letter, in which 
ho informed that officer that he was on his way to meet 
him. The General received him with the highest marks 
of distinction ; and all parties recommended a delicate and 
liberal treatment. The final settlem ent of the terms of 
pacification was reserved for the presence of Clive. As it 
was unanimously agreed, that it would cost the Company 
more to defend the Country of the Vizir, than it would 
yield iu revenue ; that Suja-ad-dowla was more capable of 
defending it  than the Emperor, to whom it had been for
merly promised, or than any other chief who could be sot 
up ; and that in the hands of the Vizir it might form a 
barrier against the Mahrattas and Afghans ; it was deter
mined to restore to him thb whole of his dominions, with 
the exception of Allahabad and Corali, which were to bo 
reserved to the Emperor.

When the first conference was held with the Vi.-iron the 
2nd of August, he strongly expressed bis gratitude for tho 
extent of dominion which his uoaquenus were willing to 
restore ; and readily agreed to the i aymont of fifty luck s of 
rupees demanded iu compensation for the expenses of the 
war' but, when it, was proposed ®o hnu to permit the 
English to trade, free from duties, and erect factories in 
his dominions, he represented so earnestly the abuses 
which under the name of trade, the Company’s servants 
an 1 their agents bad perpetrated in tho provinces of 
Bengal, Bahar, and Orissa; and expressed with so much 
vehemence his apprehension of disputes, , m. t’a ' »«{“«;
Ability they would create of long preserving the blessings 
of pBttCCi that Clive agreed, m the terms of the treaty, 
t<» omit tho vary names of trade and factories.

The Raja liulwftBt Sing, who hold, in pondimaoB of 
tl,«. Subnli of < hide, tho !S*miudavo»» of Han«f > mid U»u



ry

zeeP°re> had joined the English and rendered important 
chai>. \ u  service, in the late ware against the Vizir. It was, there- 
- — — fore, incumbent upon them to yield him protection against 

1.05. the resentment of a chief whose power he could not resist. 
The Vizir bound himself not to molest the Raja in the 
possession of his former dominions; and tho Raja was 
held bound to pay him the same tribute as before. 
The Vizir and the English engaged to afford assistance, 
each to the other, in case the territory of the other was 
invaded; and the Vizir engaged never to harbour or employ 
Meer Casim or Surnroo.

The business with the Emperor was the next subject of 
negocintion which claimed the exertions of Clive. Of tho 
uunmil tribute to the Emperor, contracted for in tho 
names of Meer Jaffior, Meer Casim, and Nujum-ad-dowla, 
u« the imperial revenue from Bengal, Bahar, and Orissa, 
thirty lacks wore unpaid. Of this debt, the indigent so 
voreign was frankly and definitively told, that not a  ..ingle 
rupee would ever bo given him. Tho stun which hail, u,uUr 
the English authority, been assigned as tho share due to 
him of tho revenue of these provinces, was twenty-six 
lacks of rupees in money, aud jaghircs or land to tire an
nual amount of live lacks and a half. The jaghircs, it was 
now made known to him, he must henceforth renounce. 
He expressed warmth, and evon resentment, upon tho 
hardness of these arbitrary conditions ; but the necessities 
of tho humbled monarch left him without means of relief. 
The twenty-six lacks of rupees were continued as his por
tion of tho revenues ; aud ho was put in possession of 
the countries of Corah and Allahabad. On his part was re
quired tho imperial grant of tho dewanuee, or collection 
and receipt of tho revenues, in Bengal, Balnir, and Orissa. 
Tho phirinaun ofthodowuunee, which marks one of the most 
conspicuous eras in the history of tho Company, constitut
ing them masters of so grout an empiro, in name and in 
responsibility, as well us ill power,' was dated tho I'ith day 
of August, 176,5. Along with tho dewanneo whs inquired 
of the Emperor his imperial confirmation of oil tliu 
tnry which the Company possessed throughout to noininu

' I In S  |n.-t ( ‘i . in in i t l i ’ i' t o  I .1 n .n  ; l v  [ l o i r  o 'n  <■  n f t l m  • t i ’llN ih lr
i "  H u  .......... ... lm h  s ,- p t  i m .i  . a  c r i i . i 'w  t h e  O o m p n o r  m K
’ ■ • w i i f  ii ito  t in ' | . 1  o f  t in  • o i m t r y » o v  . m iH in t, b y  111-. M a je s ty  »nf tii" " Sol I .uni- ni-j ort, C uuiuittue of fleervoy of iioutu of
Common*. 1773. Apjxjiicll.\. No. .T>.
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™ ®wjfforgotten°the jaghire of Lord Clive ; a possession, c h a p . y i i .
the dispute about which that powerful servant had com- -----------
Promised before his departure from England, by yielding lrcr'- 
the reversion to the Company, after ten years* payment, if 
so long he should live.

It was in the c o u r s e  of this summer that, m pursuance 
of the terms of the treaty concluded in Europe between 
the English and the French, the settlements of that na
tion at Chandcrnagor and other places in Bengal, wore 
restored.

On the 7th of September, Lord Clive resumed his seat 
m the Select Committee ; in which the urgent questions 
respecting the inland trade now constituted the grand 
subject of consultation. Tho Company’s letter of the 8th 
of February, 1764, completely prohibiting the inland trade 
of their servants, was taken into consideration by the 
boai d, on the 17th of October, iu the same year. And it 
was resolved that all the branches of that trade, which it 
was worth while to carry on, should still ho steadfastly 
retained ; but that proper respect should bo shown to tho 
commands of their masters; and what was of no value to 
koep should be immediately and completely resigned.
Tho grand articles of tho interior trade of Bengal were 
salt, betel-nut, and tobacco ; of which salt was out of all 
proportion the most important. Tobacco in particular, 
was so inconsiderable, that few, if any, of the Company's 
servants had engaged in it. The determination aas, to 
give up tho tobacco, pro crying and securing tlm I utol- 
nut and the salt. It must nut, however, bo forgotten that 
an order was now issued, prohibiting the practice of forc
ing the natives to buy and sell at any price which tho 
Company’s servants thought proper to command.

On the 1st of June, 1704, a letter was written by the 
Court of Directors, in consequence of tbo resolution of 
the Court of Proprietors, that the letter of tho 8th of 
February should bo reconsidered. In this, the Directors 
declared, that the terms imposed upon Moor Canto for the 
regulation of tho private trade in the interior, “ appeared 
to thorn so injurious to the Nabob and the natives, that 
thuy could uot, in the very nature of them, tend to any 
thing but. the producing general heart-burning and dis- 
^tisfoution ; that the orders, therefore, in their letter of



Sty iR /TYlthe 8th of February should remain in force until a more 
c h a p . vix. equitable and satisfactory plan could he formed and
-----------  adopted; and, as it  was impossible for them to frame such

l'G5. a p]ftn at home, destitute as they were of the informations 
and lights necessary to guide them in settling such nn 
important affair—the Committee were therefore ordered, 
as soon after the receipt of this letter as might be con
venient, to consult the Nabob as to the manner of carrying 
on the inland trade, and thereupon to form a proper and 
equitable plan for that purpose, and transmit the same to 
the Directors, accompanied by such explanations, observa
tions, and remarks, as might enable them to give their j 
sentiments and directions thereupon in a full and explicit 
m anner:—And in doing this, as before observed, they 
vvero to have a particular regard to the interest and entire 
satisfaction of the Nabob.’’ It was agreed, in general con
sultation at Fort William, on tho 26th of January, 1765, 
to defer all proceedings on this order, till the arrival of 
Lord Clive ; and in the mean time, in defiauco of both 
letters, the course of tho inland trade remained undis
turbed.

Ono important circumstance in the letter of the 1st of 
June, the Directors themselves interpreted one way ; their 
servants in India chose to interpret another. The servants j 
inferred that tho letter empowered them not only to cou- 
trivo a plan, but also to put it in practice. It was main
tained on tho other hand, that the letter only authorized 
them to devise a plan, and transmit the account of it to 
tho Directors. The letter, as usual, was vague and am
biguous ; and those who had to act upon it, at so vast a 
distance, preferred, as might have been expected, the in
terpretation which best suited their own interests.

I t  is worthy of particular remark, that Lord Clive, as 
ho declares to the Directors themselves,1 framed the plan 
which was afterwards adopted, during his voyage to India. i 
But, as ho could not then have any lights which he had 
not in England, ho might, unless he had determined not 
to be governed bv tho Directors, have opened to them his 
project before he departed ; and have allowed to his mas
ters tho privilege of deciding.

It. is not less worthy of remark, that Olive and the 
other Members of tho Select Committee— Caruuc ex- 

1 in ill* le tte r , dntol Calcutta, 1st February, 17GG.
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had not left the army—formed a partnership BOOK IV, 
hSfortrfhe beginning of Juno, for buying up largo quonti- chap. vu. 
ties of salt . a lfthe purchases were made during the — — — 
mouth of June, and that in nine mouths the parties 176A 
realized a profit, including interest, of about forty-five per 
cent. In apology for Clive, it was stated, that he brought 
out with him throe gentlemen from England, Mr. Strachoy, 
his secretary ; Sir. Sleekolyne, an old friend and follow- 
servant of the Company; and Sir. Ingham, his surgeon ; 
and that for the sake of making a fortuno to them he 
engaged iu that suspicious transaction. If  a proceeding, 
however, is iu its own nature shameful, there is but little 
saved, wheu the emolument is only made to go into the 
pocket of a connexion.1

On tho 10th of August, after these purchases had for 
some time been completed, and after certain inquiries had 
been made respecting the usual prices of salt in different 
places ; it was resolved, in a Select Committeo composed 
of only Sir. Sumner and Mr. Verelst, That a monopoly 
should bo formed of the trado iu salt, betel-nut, and to
bacco, to bo carried ou exclusively for the benefit of tiro 
•superior servants of the Company. After several c o n s u l 
tations, the following rules were adopted: That, deducting 
a duty to tho Company, computed to produce 100,000?. 
per annum, tho profits should be divided among three 
elastics of proprietors : That, in tho first class, should be 
allowed to the governor, five shares ; to tho second in 
council, three shares ; to the general, three shares ; ten 
gentlemen of council, each two t-hcre-- : tw o colonels, each 
two -5hare.-;—in all thirl. v-;>w : Thai, in the Monad class, 
consisting of one chaplain, fourteen senior merchants, and 
three lieutenant-colonels, iu all eighteen persons, two- 
thirds of one share should be grunt jd to each, or twelve 
shares to the whole : In the third class, consisting of thir
teen factors, four majors, four first -urgeons at the presi
dency, two first surgeons at the army, one secretary to tho 
council, one sub-accountant, one Persian translator, and

' Tlien woB nothin" “ shameful” In the nature uf the transn.thm. The 
viwiom of the <ohome may he questioned, but it wo* adopted «U-Ui« mu-lv and 
o|H i,|v fts the only nr* tuulde expedient of providing f..i h..U*jmtatilo 
»eee*;,’,v of iitvin/lllc-rul P‘‘>* v ' re-Ton^ilde officers, u! thi dept • thorn 
of the opportunity «h romnneiating themselves, and whilst the only lc«lti- 
'"nt.j H<jur«.v uf public reewnpen^e, the public treasury was yet unopened.

vOL. ill. U



- nf ( l>  (fiT
\ -  \3 tg P  J  • )  HISTORY OH BRITISH INDIA. l )  1  1

' t , ■ — /  .
RoOK jtY. 0Qe sub-export-warehouse-keeper, in all twenty-seven pcr- 

c h a p . vii. sons, one-third of a share should be distributed to each,
-------- — or nine shares to the w hole: That a committee of four,

I7C5. empowered to make by-laws, borrow money, and determiuo 
the amount of capital, should be appointed for the entire 
management of the concern : that the purchases should 
be rnado by contract: That the goods should be conveyed 
by the agents of the association to certain fixed places, 
and there sold to the native merchants and retailers at 
established and invariable prices: That the exclusive 
power of making those purchases should be ensured to 
the association for one year: And that European agents 
should be allowed to conduct the business of the society 
in different parts of the country.

In defence of this scheme, it was urged, that by tho 
prohibition of presents, and tho growing share of the ex
port and import trade engrossed by tho Company’s invest
ment, tho pay of their servauts was reduced to tho means 
of a hare subsistence ; > that besides tho hardship of this 
policy, the wisdom was very defective, since it was absurd 
to supposs that men deprived of the means of enriching 
themselves by legitimate, would abstain from illegitimate 
means, when placed to a boundless extent in their powor . 
that a too rapid enriching of their servants, by enabling 1 
thorn to hurry to England, and leaving none but inexpe
rienced youths to conduct their affairs, was ruinous to 
their interests ; and that, by the admirable arrangements 
of the trade society, a proper fortune was secured to those 
who had attained a certain station in the service, without 
incurring the danger of sending them home enriched at 
too early a period.

Upon those arguments, one reflection cannot he with
hold, becauso the occasions for its application are exceed-

1 It was w holly inadequate m, a  m eans of subsistence . Johnstone, in vin- 
dic thi.il o f the iiriwilllnKrievi of the < . n. i) to s i p ’ the 1 "v-.-nani Vc r - f„i, iy 
l i iy r .  Hie iii’Hiftlclcncy of too salaries of Die Com pany’" servants; t i n / allow -
an .......I a <■■•mn-’dhir. he set l|. . i t not more than ol n fw t.ir , 14 0 / 0 f ft
v .n ter , us Inlet .in c re a se d  13"/.; but the le n t o f  a  very indifferent house In 
('iih utta, L-i vino/., nearly th e w hole o f oven n councillor 's Kilnry. L etter to 
the )’r"pruj!'ir. S , t .*•, , In 1, s '-j.et.ch 1 .< the H" 11*0 of Conm .1,113, ul*v rvc“), 
•‘ the Milan of II councillor J« I tlilnk  scarcely 30>.'/. tor  annum , and It is 
well known Hi »t lie cam .* | v. m that . m intry for thuti 3  oiw Llf- jp.
100  A - lo n g  us the i.alai-luN of the civ il and m ilitary service-, led tin <:„m -

E ". servants t*m tarv.\ it was tnonatnnia to l' ,1‘ t that thus would not u5«
• power th ey  poMo: *d uf providing fur their Own a c c e n t ties, and for 
nothing m ore.— W.
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■sdt lisfrecptently made. It is contrary to experience, that chap, yil 
by deriving large emoluments from an office, the person — ■— —■ 
who holds it will bo less eager to grasp at any unlawful 1,w’- 
gains which are within his roach. The avidity for moro is 
not in general diminished by the amount of what, is pos
sessed. A trifling sum will doubtless lose something of 
its apparent magnitude in the eye of a man of w ealth; 
but the vast sums are those alone which are of much 
importance ; and they, we find, are as resistless a tempta
tion to the rich as to the poor. The prevalence of the 
idea that satiating the servants of the public with wealth 
is a secret for rendering them honest, only proves how 
little the art of government has borrowed as yet from the 
science of human nature. If, with immense emoluments, 
a door is left open to misconduct, the misconduct is but 
the more ensured ; because the power of the offender 
affords him a shield against both popular contempt and 
legal chastisement. If the servants of the Company, as 
Clivo and his Committee so positively affirmed, had it  in 
their power, and in their inclination, to pillage and em 
bezzle, when their incomes were small, the mere enlarge
ment of their incomes would add to the power, and could 
not much detract from the inclination.1

At tho time of these proceedings, the Select Committee 
were deprived of tho shelter even of an ambiguous ex- 
preasion; and knew that th e y  were acting in express 
defiance of the wishes and cuTiimumU «.E tlioir superiors.
Under date the 1.5th of February. 17(15, tho loir. ci.„ih in,u 
written in the following terms : “ In our letters of the Hlli 
February, and 1st June last, we gavo our sentiments and 
directions very fully in respect to the inland trade of

i T his reflection is  not founded upon so carefu l a  consideration of hitm an  
nature as m igh t have te r n  expected  from ~-,r urn h r .  A lthough eases of 

into cunMIly m ay from tim e to  tunc . « " h o
h o  n h i. hands the m e a n , of recurtn.-. .a  ... very rem - f r i e d ,  a m  d. rate 
fortune for h im self aw l his fam ily, H i m oved from tits !e o ,|.u u .m  o( a ;-  
c e 'crating that period by ill d gatus. Hu is a ],., like ly  to  1 ■ deter red from  
yield ing  to  th e t. inpiation hr the am ount o f lost wm, i, i„  h a . m is . I r h »
* l .o  h a . toe.;,log. the ■■ m sc ia t  uoea e l e x n o .n 'c  offiu- b lu e  r t o t . '•‘ .'•" •w h o  
liM im ii.lt  d . s ' i k t  ami r .v n tu u lly  <ltuilnl-.lu.nl wcukti. will i-. ‘crj i c -  
hi. ta o ilv  risk, d 'All i m oderation of moral r.ii - p.. n  . l m  th e  
te x t, hut In the lust .m e e t  InsntB.hmt m eans.In tegr ity  l< n am fesily  p ;"vor-
fu lly  a .ia ih  d w h ilst In that o f com petent m eans it Is strcnt.T l.tic 1 u n j eo n -  
llrnuvt That thro- view s arc sound Is estublLsIied by  events, imd llic

'Orally u aim  pouched integrity  of th e Com pany's servants in  India has

■ Co%x
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Bengal;—we now enforce the same in the strongest jnan- 
euvarvn. nor, and positively insist that you tako no steps whatever

----- - towards renewing this trade, without our express leave;
1<65. for which reason you must not fail to givo us the fullest 

information upon the subject, agreeably to our above- 
mentioned directions.

Having thus established the Private-trade Society, the 
Committee proceeded to introduce other regulations which 
the state of affairs appeared to require. It had been a 
common practice with members of the Council, instead of 
remaining at the Board for the business of the Presidency,. 
to receive nomination to the ohiefehip of factories, as 
often as additional means of accumulating money were 
there placed in their hands. To this practice the Com
mittee, on very good grounds, resolved to put an end- 

"ru convinced,’ they said, “ by very late experience, 
that the moot flagrant oppressions may be wantonly com
mitted 111 those employments, bv members of (lie Hoard 
which would not he tolerated iu junior servants ; and that 
the dread and awe annexed to tbeir station, as councillors 
has too frequently screened them from complaints which 
would bo lodged without fear or scruple against inferior 
servants.” Yet, with thi3 experience before them they 
recommend great emoluments as a security against cor- 
ruption.1 The Committee further remarked, that not. oulv I 
the business, which was thus engrossed by Members of 
the Board, could be as well transacted by a junior servant 
at much less expense; but that other inconveniences ,i ill 
mul’d pui'itiuious, wore incurred; that by tbo &bhfci!Cf» of go j
m erry  i i ie it il 't  rs  o f  l l ie  1_>»-urt!. ih Imr! Iioen  m*t f> ? j
inorcueu their imiitlui.-t f  . m hw.lir; ju bji>lf->. tl,ut bv
i l l *  t f ir u lf .r  (lep & r tu rn  fcr* ih t1 o n !>-»-«■  o f  LIiobo j

m - t o )  > i c  o f  f l i t  C i /u j . i i l  k Iim b r til t l j t f  i l i l l i t e i j c e  i u  |
p r o m  n o  M u ir  iovm f tp )-t iM tin o u f , "•«« r n j.iti «
o l i . i o g o  i - . u i i c i l l u i t s  u l  t l i o  I m a r t l ,  \\ l i c i  t  o n l y  t l m  Y Q U M g O lit  

M i l d  I I I "  |I m i  I m l  II I u  I ,| II I u  ,  , , ,  I i l l  11" '  h l l n i i i o . s e  o l  t h e

I’l'onidaiii'y whs • .1.1 i I  tc la* eoniluohMl by uum rluliulu, ,1

fa ll« » H t I ts  I '  I'li'H nt 11-. ■ ! *• III" .. .................... . „ (H ,|I-
M ix tio n s,  IM I 'I <liw‘i i • |ti I..’ I t.l« o f  U Niirtu l i 'IU  I I I I  t|u>lr 4
fim lriH  • W

I I lip n i ii .l iM M i'i ih  in ' l i  . . - o s -  ;» !. i- '••• r r t>,i. M ,„i,
• • •I ' l l * f. r«»l* ............................. . . I........  Mi'-,. I- •J.' llnii .  , Uml l t. i l  bv i i u
Il’ UUlil- 'I I I  t l| f  I'llVVir HU'! .Ij l l l t  y jf t i l l ' J t llliv jllltH l. W



X ^ S ^ k u o w lcd g e  anil experience necessary for carrying BOOK IV. 
it bn. cnir. vu.

■Another measure, productive of considerable irritation -------—
a»d disturbance, was promoted by Clive. The rapid ac- 17M- 
quisition of riches in Bengal had recently sent so many of 
the superior servants, along with their fortunes, to Europe, 
that few remained to fill up the vacancies in the Council 
except either men very young and inexperienced, or those 
whom Clivo described as tainted with the corruptions 
which had vitiated the administration. The Committee 
say, “ It i ■ with the utmost regret we think it incumbout 
on us to declare, that in the whole list of your junior 
merchants, there are not more than three or four goutlo- 
men whom we could possibly recommend tohigher stations 
at present. They accordingly forbore to supply the va
cancies which occurred in tin Council, and resolved upon 
calling a certain number of servants at the other presi- 
tlencies, to supersede those in Bengal. They paid to their 
employers the compliment of recommending the measure 
to thoir consideration; but waited not for their decision, 
for, in two months from the date of their letter, four g< n- 
tk'iuen arrived from Madras, and soon after took their 
seats at the Board.’

Among the circumstances most strongly roconmieuded 
to Lord Olive by the Company, was the reduction of tho 
military expim ,. s, which abnot-bnd all their rovunuoH, and

■ The «(tacts ot th is  in- m u ir  nr.- thm . .!• m.t i I « .i i.y■ ilu- *it*’ ih rmtelrrs: “ As soon *1 thi>.    dim i    h. > , >. i t ,, n.
v iMltlU k Ittll'im tll til lilts Mill lutllCtil hint M l l l.om  «*•!*••« nil f> .«• . „ . ,.f ... • • S, !•• i •:■ I * I ■. ■ U . - - V
out .•xo  pthm , Wlin v»ir.» n -t i.f Hi*. > "U O dl (li.it h •••! Hi i I l**L 11 
u n i . altViUd tS  HO** Umeahil i»n*••»'••.!m i f ; r»i. I t h " ' v r  h tiir.t l .

• ■ ■ ■
In , ii .7li p - r s o n . • i'1" 1, '• I" I. > i UiN.lt
u t .. .,.lm  lit will, I. UH-, | i M u l d l > ."if,1, ' ' . j ' 1"; jV  V.7; ‘‘

.V  ■" ^  “»*
j.lM int, h u t  w nta rod  in lo  (u t o i 'lH t in in  tm i •< M in in g  h i lit* M 1 • . "  •'» * '

Uriii tin1 uf Hint mjbunllUtttl̂ O, MrUlu ul Wlili’h no uouaiinu ul Minnl: all
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BOOfrTV. rendered their ascendancy in the country a burden rather 

c h a p , v il  than an advantage. As service in the field is, in India, 
~  attended with peculiar charges to the officers, the Coni- 

1,GC< pany had, at an early period of their wars, found it neces- 
sary to allow their officers, during the time of campaign, 
a certain addition to their daily pay, which, in the language 
of the country, was styled batta, or indemnity for field 
expenses.

When the English forces took the field with Meer Jaf- 
fier after the battle of Plassy, to cherish their good-will, 
on which he was so dependent, that Nabob afforded to 
the officers twice the ordinary sum, and this allowance 
was distinguished by the name of double  batta . As long 
U3 the troox>s continued to be paid by Meer Casim, the 
Company felt no prevailing motive to lessen an exx>ense, 
which pleaded the officers, and oppressed only the Nabob. 
When they perceived, upon the assignment of territorial 
revenues for tho expense of the army, that what could bo 
withheld from the army would accrue to themselves, they 
issued repeated orders for the reduction of tho batta. But 
the dangers of the country had rendered the exertions of 
t.ho army so neco.suury; and they to whom the powers of 
government were intrusted had so little dared to venture 
their authority iu a contest with the military, that double 
batta had hitherto beon allowed to remain.

Upon the conclusion of the war with Suja-ad-dowla the 
troops were regimented, according to a plan proposed by 
Clive, and sanctioned bythe Company before his departure 
from England; divided into three brigades, each consisting 
of one regiment <>f European infantry, one oontyany of 
artillery, six battalions of Sepoys, and one troop of black 
cavalry; and were stationed, one brigade at Mongheer, 
300 miles from Calcutta; another at Bankipore, near 
Patna, 100 miles beyond Mongheer ; and the third at .Allah
abad, 200 miles beyond Patna, whither it had been sent 
as a security against tho Mahrattas, whom the Emperor 
and Vizir were far loo reduced to bo able to oppose.

fii this situation, the S e lec t Committee issued an order, 
that on the 1st January, 1700, tho double batta should 
ocuho; and tlmt the officers in Hangul, with some excep
tions in favour of the troops in tho most distant and ex
pensive stations, should bo placed on tho same footing



on the coast of Coromandel ; that is, receive BOOK IY. 
^ffljgBdSatta when in the field ; and in garrison or canton- c h a p . v n .

no l>attn  at all. ——-----
The officers, who, along with the rest of their countrj'- 17cc- 

Men, had formed unbounded notions of the wealth of 
India, and whose imaginations naturally exaggerated the 
fortunes which were making in the civil branch of the 
service, had received every previous intimation of this 
reduction with the loudest complaints and remonstrances; 
and treated the peremptory decreo which was now issued, 
as an act of tho highest injustice; and as a most unworthy 
attempt to deprive them of a share of those rich advan
tages for which they had fought and bled, only tha t a 
larger stream of emolument might flow into the laps of 
thoso very meu who were the instruments of their oppres
sion. 11

At all times, and especially in situations in any degree 
resembling that of the British in India, it has been found 
ti hazaidouB act to reduce tho advantages o f  a n y  arm y; 
and Clive appear*to have greatly miscalculated either tho 
'Weight of his own authority, or the delicacy o f  tho o p e r a 
tion. Without any endeavour to pn pure the minds of tho 
nu n, tho order was issued and enforced ; and without any 
earo to watch its effects, the Governor remained in perfect 
security and ignorance, till the end of April, when ho re
coned a lettor informing him, that a most alarming con
spiracy, embracing almost every officer in the army, was 
ripe for execution.

As early as tho month of December, a combi nut iou In-gun.
Private mootings and consultation a were held, score! v wn- 
mittoes were formed, and c o r r c B p o n d o n c o  carried on. The 
combustion hrst begin in the brigade of Mongheer; but 
was soon, by letter, communicated to tho rest, whose 
bosoms wore perfectly prepared Air inflammation. Tho 
plan concerted was, that the oibeers should resign their 
commissions iu a body, ami, by leaving the army totally 
ungovemed, make the constituted authorities submit to 
tbcur tortus. Nearly two hundred commissions of c iptains 
and subalterns wore in a short time collected. Besides a 
solemn oath of sooresy, they bound themselves by a 

film obligation, to preserve at the hazard ol‘ their own 
lives, tho life of any officer, whom a Court Martial might

r  \  MILITARY ALLOWANCES REDUCED. V V l ) ^



Xx̂ ^ O ^ ^ lV . condemn to death. Each officer executed a penalty bond 
c h a p . vn. of 5001., not to accept his commission till double batta 

— was restored. A subscription was raised among them to 
*7GC* establish a fund for the indemnification of those who might 

suffer in the prosecution of the enterprise; and to this, it 
was understood, that the gentlemen in the civil service, 
and even those at the Presidency, largely contributed.

When the army was in this situation, a body of botween 
fifty and sixty thousand Mali rat tas appeared on the fron
tiers of Corah, about one hundred and fifty miles from 
Allahabad. To watch thoir motions, the brigade remain
ing in garrison at that city was ordered to encamp at Su- 
ragepore. Early in April, Lord Clive, accompanied by 
General Carnac, had repaired to Moorshedabad, in order 
to regulate the collections of the revenue for the suc
ceeding year, to receive from Suja-ad-dowla the balance 
of bin payments, and to hold a congress of U.e native 
chiefs or princes, who wero disposed to form an alliance 
lor mutual defence against the Mohrattas. On tliu lath 
was transmitted to him, from the Select Committee a 
remonstrance received from the officers of the third bri
gade,' expressed in very high language, which ho directed 
to be answered with little respect. It was not till late in 
the evening of the 28th; when he recoived a letter lVom 
Sir Robert Fletcher, tho commanding officer at Mongheer- 
that Clivo had the slightest knowledge or suspicion of a 
conspiracy so extensive, and of which tho complicated 
operations had been going on for several months.

A t  Baukipore, a considerable part of tbe cantonments 
had been burnt down; and a Court Martial was held upon 
one of tho ofiicers, accused of having been tho voluntary 
cause. The act proceeded from a quarrel botweon him and 
another officer who attempted to take away his commis
sion by foroo: and, upon exploring tho reason of this extra
ordinary operation, the existence of tho combination was 
disclosed. The commanding officer immediately despatched 
an account of the discovery to Sir Robert Fletcher at 
Mnugheer; who was by no menus unacquainted with the 
pi oc. eding;) in his own brigade, but was only now induced i

i T lm l i» o f The Mn(:n<i ili.-.neil At lln n k y p o rr , n o t. .r. ini. tit In  
t i -t ii  Hi.' orovi .m'  ■ i rclir-.it.. :i ..| (lip l l n r . n l c .  t i n t  whlcli n , n .nUr. ,1  f t  
Allnliitbtttl, whW'h v ns tho second, nut the th ird  lir l^ ad c.— \\r.
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X'^% ’̂̂ £iU iriati0n of them to his superiors. It was tlio BOOK IV. 
pJan of the officers to resign their commissions on the 1s t  c h a p , v ii ,
°f June; hut this discovery determined them, with t h e ----------
exception of the brigade at Allahabad, to whom informa- 17GC- 
tion could not bo forwarded in time, to execute their pur- 
Pose a month earlier.

Clive at first could not allow himself to behevo that the 
combination was extensive ; or that any considerable 
number of men, the whole of whoso prospects in life wero 
founded upon the service, would have resolution to perse
vere iu ft scheme, by which the danger of exclusion from 
it, not to speak of other consequences, wa.s unavoidably 
incurred. It was one ot those scones, however, in which 
ho was admirably calculated to act with success. Resolute 
and daring, fear never turned him aside from bis purposes; 
or deprived him of the most collected exertion of his 
mind ill the greatest emergencies. To submit to the 
violent demands of a body of armed men, was to resign 
the government. He had a few offioers in his suite upon 
■vuiom ho could depend ; a few more, he concluded might 
je t bo found at Calcutta, and the factories; and some of 
he free merchants might accept of commissions. The 

grand object was to preserve the common soldiers in order 
and obedience, till a fresh supply of officers from the other 
i n\- idencies could bo obtained.

Ho remained not Jong without sufficient ovidcnco that 
almost all the officers of all Hie three brigades wero in
volved in the combination, and that their resignations 
were tendered. Directions were immediately sent to tlio 
commanding officers, to find, if possible, the leaders in 
the conspiracy j to arrest those officers whoso conduct 
appeared the most dangerous, and detain them pri
soners ; above all things to secure the obedience of the 
Sepoys and black commanders, if ihe European troops 
should appear to be infected with the disobedionco of their 
officers. Letters were despatch? I to the Council at Cal
cutta, and the Presidency at Fort St. George, to make the  
greatest exertions for a supply of officers ; and Clive him
self hastened towardsMongheer. On the road he received 
a letter from Colonel Smith, who commanded at Allaha
bad, informing him that the Mfthrattifi wove in motion, 
and that Bullajee Row was at C'alpee with 00,000 men

' G0[̂ \
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BOOK^PV. collecting boats. If reduced to extremity, but not before, 

c h a p . v i i . Smith was instructed to promise the officers compliance 
----------  with their demands.

1,6C. Expecting their resignation to produce all the effects 
which they desired, the officers had concerted no ulterior 
measures. Their desporatiou had not led them to make 
any attempts to debauch the common soldiers. The 
Sepoys everywhere exhibited a steady obedience; and the 
commanding officers of all the brigades remained in per
fect confidence of being able, in case of mutiny, to put 
every European soldier to death. Except, however, at 
Mongheer, where symptoms of mutiny among the Euro
peans were quickly dispelled by the steady countenance of 
tho Sepoys drawn out to attack them, no disturbance oc
curred. Tho officers at Mongbcor submitted quietly to 
bo sent down to Calcutta ; the greater part of those belong
ing to the othof brigades retracted : and Ibis extraordinary 
combination, which, with a somewhat longer sight on the 
part of the officers, or less of vigour and of the awe of a 
high reputation on the part of the Governor, would have 
effected a revolution in India, produced, as ineffectual 
resistance generally docs, a subjection more complete than 
what would have existed, if the disturbance had novel' 
been raised. Some of the officers, upon profession of re
pentance, were allowed to resume, the service • other3 
were tried and cashiered. Tho case of Sir Robert Fletcher 
was tho most remarkable. He had been aotive in sub
duing the confederacy ; but was found to havo encouraged 
its formation. He apologized for himself on two grounds i 
that he wished, through the guilt of the conspiracy, to bo 
able to dismiss a number of officers, whose bad conduct 
rendered them an injury to tho sorvico ; and that he 
wished, through the appearance of favouring tho views of 
the officers m some things, to have the advantage of a 
comploto knowledge of their proceedings : a Court Martial, 
notwithstanding, found him guilty of mutiny, of sedition, 
and oonceulraont o f m utiny; and ho was punished by 
ejoction from the service.

Upon tho termination of this dangerous disaffection, 
Lord Clive proceeded to Cliupprub, where he was met by 
Kuja od-dowla, by the Minister of tho Emperor, and by 
deputies from the Mahratta Chiefs. Sujo-nd-dowla con-



Xx̂ jWfidjfWexpres3 the highest satisfaction with tho treaty BOOK IV. 
wliicK'he had lately concluded with the Company ; and ciiap. vu. 
cheerfully advanced the remainder of the sum which ho — — — 
had promised as the price of peace. Tho grand desiro of 17Ga 
the Emperor was to regain possession of the capital of his 
ancestors and to mount the throne at Delhi. Ho had ex
hausted all his arts of negotiation and intrigue to obtain 
the assistance of the English ; and had, without their con
currence, formed engagements with tho Mahrattas, who, at 
his persuasion, it now appeared, and under assurances 
that tho English would join thorn in escorting him to his 
capital, were assembled on the confines of Corah. This 
ambition of the Emperor was offensive to tho English ; 
who, ns they had no intention to second his views, dreaded 
violently his connexion with tho Mahrattas. The forma
tion of a treaty for mutual defence, including the Emperor, 
he Company tho Jaat and Achilla chiefs, was loft to 

be conducted by Suja-ad-dowla.
During these transactions died the Nabob of Bengal, 

j  "Jum ud Dowla. He expired on tho 8th of May, a few 
days after ('live had left him at Moorshodabad. He was 
an intemperate youth, of a’gross habit of body ; and his 
i oath bad in it nothing surprising. Its suddenness, how
ever, failed not, in a country habituate.I to deeds of dark- 
noss around a throne, to cover it with odious suspicions.
Hm brother, Syeffnd Dowla, a youth of sixteen, was olc- 
va e o Ms nominal office ; a change of less importance 
now than that of tho chief of a factory.

Upon the return of Clive to tDo Presidency, tho private 
trade, so dear to individuals, demanded tho attention of 
the Committeo. Tho native merchants, to whom tho suit 
had been disposed of, at the places < f the society’s sales, 
had re-sold or retailed it at a profit which the Committeo. 
deemed extravagant. Instead of inquiring whether, if tho 
trade, as alleged hy the Commit; »c, was monopolized and 
engrossed hy a combination, die means could not be 
devised of yielding it the benefit of free competition ; they 
contented themselves with the easy and despotical expe
dient of ordering the commodity to be retailed at an estab
lished price : and by an cx-post-facto law fined tho native 
merchants to the amount of their additional gains.1

1 Sifk’ct ConroUullon, l&tU August, 17G6.—M.
It should by stated, how ever, that th e ru.rdsants hail purchased, tinder am

'CMak (ct
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I>n(ilC I V: On the 3d of September the Select Committee proceeded
chat. vit. to arrange the business of the inland trade society for ano-
— ------  theryear. The Company in their letter of the 1‘jth of Feb-

HOC. mary, already received, had declared that they considered 
the continuance of this trade “ as an express breach and 
violation of their orders, and as a determined resolution to 
sacrifice the interests of the Company, and the peace of 
the country, to lucrative and selfish views.” Pronouncing,
“ that every sorvant concerned in that trade stood guilty 
of a breach of his covanants, and of their orders,” they 
added, “ Whatever government may bo established, or 
whatever unforeseen circumstances may arise, it is our 
resolution to prohibit, and we do absolutely forbid, this 
trade of salt, betel-nut, and tobacco, and of all article* 
that arc not for export and import, according to the spirit 
of the phirumund, which docs not in the least give any 
latitude whatsoever for carrying on such an inland trade ; 
and moreover, we shall doom every European concerned 
therein, diredly or indirectly, guilty of a breach of his 
covenants ; and direct that ho bo forthwith sent to Eng
land, that we may proceed against him accordingly” 

Notwithstanding those clear and forcible prohibitions 
the Committee proceeded to a renewal oftho monopoly, as 
if the orders of the Directors deserved not a moment’s 
regard. Clive, in his Minute, turned them carelessly aside, 
observing that when the Company sent them, “ they could 
not have the least idea of that favourable change in the 
affairs of these provinces, whereby the interest of the 
Nabob, with regard to salt, is no longer immediately con
cerned.” As a reason against lodging the government of 
India in hands at the distance of half the ciremnforenco 
of the globe, the remark would merit attention : for the 
disobedience of servants to those who employed them, it 
is no justification at ail ; because, extended bb far us it  is 
nppHcubl . it rendered the servants of the Company inde
pendent ; and constituted them masters of India.1

uirroemont with tlw  O unm ltteo o f Ti o le, to *■‘'11 !'1 u rate o f profit, und 
it Wild tin- t up'-ti tho m in ed  rate. which they w ere, som ew hat urbl
trarlly, but not unjustly , comjHiUeU to  n  f u n d . —  "  •

• A ill* ' Imnaiy |w,»vn i.: *.peii*l t'if  «’»i • utl’’" of tho order* of tlu huino 
•Mlhorhlt'*, ■" a" to atV'-rd them tin* npi*<»rtunl»y of cunRldcrlng ulnMirnutam****
. r v lil i  h  t iic \  m a y  in  i i i im  b e m  tp p i i-. a  * n y d i f f e r e n t  i l . l u g f r - n i i  p«-*l* 
l i r e  d i  n ' d n  m o ,  n m l is  n i d i .p .  te  l b  ’ d u o  u d m ln lf l lr . it u .l i  o f  r o v c i **'
n i f i i i  in  Im lii i  It u t ill r m l i  w it h  h r  a u t h o r i t i e s  in  E n g l a n d  Jo «,o u n U * rn iiu 1'* 
o r  e n f o r c e  t h e  in u tr u e tio n *  t h e y  h a v e  » o u t o u t . — W .
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alone of any importance, was introduced BOOK IV. 
r fe O K o  regulation's of tUo preceding year: tho salt, c h a p . v u .
instead of being conveyed to the interior, was to be sold ----------
at Calcutta, and the several placos of manufacture. The 1700. 
transportation of the commodity to distant places, by tho 
“gents of the society, was attended with great trouble and 
expenae : by s e l l in g  it immediately at the places of manu
facture^ so m u c h  was saved : and by reserving the distri
bution to the morehants of tho country, a pretended boon 
was g r a n te d  to tho natives. A  maximum price was 
fixed ; and, on tho nth of September, a Committee of 
Trade " as formed, with directions for carrying the plan 
into execution.

N.) sooner was this arrangement formed, than Clivo 
brought forward a proposition for prohibiting all future 
Governors and Presidents from any concern whatsoever in 
tradg. Ou the 10th of the very same month, in a Minute 
presented to the Select Committee, ho represented, that 

" here such immense revenues are concerned, whore 
power and authority are so enlarged, and whore the eye of 
justice and equity should be ever watchful, a Governor 
ought not to be embarrassed with private husiuess. lie  
ought to bo free from every occupation in which his judg
ment can possibly bo biassed by his interest.” lie, therefore, 
piopnsod, that the Governor should receive a commission 
ol one and ono-eiehth per cent, upon tho revenues ; and in 
return should take a solemn and public outb, anil bind 
himselt in a penalty of loiyiunA to derive no emolument or 
advantage from liis situation as Governor of B e n g a l ,  
beyond this commission, with the usual diary and per
quisites : aud a covenant to this effect w as formally executed 
by him. That good reasons existed for precluding tho Go
vernor from such oblique channels of gain, both as giving 
him sinister interests, aud engros ting his time, it is not 
difficult to perceive: that the .nine reasons should not 
have been seen to he good, for precluding, also, the mem
bers of the .Select Committee and tho Council, might, 
though it need not, oxeite our surprise.

Ou the 8th of December, letters arrived from England, 
dated tho 17th of May, addressed both to Clive and tho 
Committee. In these documents, the Directors pronounced 
Iho inland trade society to be a violation of their repeated

\ U  @ 7 l i O F  THE DIRECTORS DISREGARDED. V a ^ l l
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ROOK IV. orders; declared that all those servants who had bec° 
ciisr. vii. engaged in that society should be held responsible for “
----------  breach of their covenants ; and commanded that tho trad'-’

1' should be abandoned, and should be reserved, free frob1 
European competition, to tho natives. There was 
longer any room for direct disobedience. Tho dissolution 
of tho society was pronounced. But on the score of th* 
contracts which had been formed and tho advances mad0'’ 
the whole of the existing year was reserved ; and tl"-* 
society was not abolished, in fact, till the 14th of Selr 
tember, 1768.1

U]K>n the 16th of January, 1767, Lord Clive declared h>s 
intention of returning immediately to Europe, on accoui'1, 
of his health ; and directed tho attention of tho Seine* 
Gommittw to the regulations which, previous to his d*” 
parlure, it might appear expedient to adopt. By reed'1 
instructions the Directors had empowered him either O’ 
abolish, or continue the Seleot Committee, upon his d'~ 
parture, according as the state of affairs might to Dirt1 
appear to require. Ho felt no hesitation in deciding for 
its continuance; and named as members Mr. Verclst, wb0 
wns to succeed him in the chair, Mr. Cartier Colon1'1 
Smith, Mr. Sykes, and Mr. Beecher, llo  departed in t l 1’ 
Britannia ; and, on tho 17tli of February, Mr. Verelst took 
his oath as successor iu the chair.2

It was the interest of the servants in Indiu, diligently 
cultivated, perpetually to feast the Company with tb1' 
most flattering accounts of the state o f their affairs. Tb® 
magnitude of the transactions, which bad recently take11 
place; the vast riches with which the new acquisition* 
wore said to abound ; the general credulity on the subject

* Ciovcrnor Vim sittiirt is  very severe in his condemnation of th is society*
" A* I nm M.ii ii.n." he n \s , “  that am uni\cr*n1 iqu u lit) of trade in tl«» ** 
artieh i (su it. U lo l-n u t, and t . ' icco. i would t.e the T,u'nl **,nofleiiU footing 11 
■ .ul i • *!»nd «!, mi ; ' 1  thiol: il-.at t i m onopoly ol' >t In the hands of a  few in'  M 
of power it-the. n . 't cruel r:i<l o p p reu ito . 'Ihe l'1 ,,r People of tin* cnnnt1'.' 
hw e  not now a h< |.e of redrew .— It u  a m onopoly, in tny (ipiiiion, of the fP<* 
Injurtoot n a tu r e — I could get ftirth the unhappy eotidliIon of the pro)’1'  
under th is urievoim j ■ 1; , m th e word-* «l a Id le r , whitli I have re
ceived from Ol e of tht v .m .tr . inorelionts : t*nt I think it nee IJo. *, 'a c nU-'.
If must occur siiflknr.il> to every reader who has any teellng,*’ A 
to the Proprietor* of Ini ia Stock , from M r. U onry VuiiMttart. 1707, p-*^'

'i For t lir  p irc tu lln r  tr itr i o f e ven ta, the p rin cip a l sou rces o f  Inftirinntld?
w r io  the It*....... o f  tin 'I wo C o m m it" '!*  o M h o  llo u s e  o f  i iiiiiim.nn In 17*,
n ot 177*1. \  MiiMf’irt' N. rr.tti' •• . Y« r. h s  View of UciiKal; . lo t i 's  llbtdT> 
of Ikni^al; Bctf M ulakham cn. Clive’s Speech.



\ 5 £ ^ * ^ l> u le n o e  ; and the groat fortunes with which a BOOK IV.
_ Wuividuals had returned to Europe; inflamed tho chap. tii.

-•'arice of the proprietors of East India Stock ; and ren- -----------
dered them i m p a t i e n t  for a share of treasures, which tho 17G7- 
imaginations of their countrymon, as well as thoir own,
^presented as not only vast, but unlimited. This impulse 
carried them, in 170(3, to raise their dividend from six to 
ten per cent. Tho inflated conceptions of the nation at 
large multiplied the purchasers of India stock ; and it rose 
BO high as ^03 per cent. The proprietors called with im
portunity for a higher return. It was in vain that the 
Directors represented the heavy debts of the Company ; 
and pointed out the imprudence of taking an augmented 
dividend, when money at a heavy interest must he taken 
up to discharge it In a General Court held on the 6th of 
May 1/b ,, a dividend of twelve and a half per cent, was 
r e n te / Fh° yT  ■ The pubUc attcntio“  was vehemently
maiidcd Z  bid lat01;fcrenc° of ««• minister was commanded. He had condemned the rapaci,
I” ' l °TS'n  the di^dend ; and recommended a

omimttoo ot the Houso of Commons, which was actually 
formed in November 1766, for the purpose of inquiring 
into the state of their affairs. The relation between tho 
public, and the territory now held by the Company in 
lo.ha, culled tor deUnition. It was main!,lined on tin -'on e 
band, as an indisputable maxim of law, supported by the 
strongest considerations of utility, that no subjects of tho

l The o r p e ll io n  o f Hie Ijlrtcu.ru t„ th l .  ln c r e « o  o f ihe .IM a . iul, ft.miJe.1 
oil >1 know Odin «( (he Maw o t tlio c .  in, , My .  m l,,:,-,, r , a  n „  
popular with tho body of the proprietors; ami nd» tuimev « a s  tnkrn of the
ciicum staneo to battle them  In u m easure w hich v tt-i tl»o natural r .in soqnnH - 
of the proceedings In B engal u|>on e l i t e 's  rvsum ition o f the governm ent but 
of which no notice is taken in ti c  tex t. As th e i n t e n t s  received hv th e  
m em bers o f th e Council upon N uiuin-ud-dow fu’* u. ce > ion were M ihsc.mcm  
to the arrival of tho covenan t-, legul opin ions liud pronounced tluu a lii. m c!i 
m.t formally executed , they " - b inding lr <- ,n iiv . md that th- j tir-i. » ;-0
ltublo to a prosecution fur their violation. tin- D irectors had accordingly in
stituted  .i •u lt against those o f their serve .is  who had a c . . 1 • d the presents 
In question. As these persons were no'- ut hom e, w ith  a cn llh  and friend. . 
great efforts were innde to induce the court to  diuj. the , r k < cu‘n.;«, and tlio 
que*lion was m ixed up with that ft  the inert-use 01 the divideu 1- : aceordlin. !y, 
on tin- dtn when the Directors w ere o \erru l 1 ••»: ti. h-ticr point, and r e t -  
tnent au \  Intent as unm erited, had l ecu e \ cited ag C o t  tin-.i*. It « .r  u i.rt.d  
“nd tarried that the ] ro-ecutlous w hich had U e n  Instituted should be di«- 
roi*sed. Life o f C ll'o , lil. IBA. The party auiuo ami .i.i.ry feelings  
c»*’.It-| into opposition by these d iscussions, w ere th e tnotiv. s  i f the I'arha- 
n'v"liuy D» l.iivs and Investigations th at ensued, n in th  more Hum an ’-.r  
ft,'d t .u  u nn  like d- Are to pr«**ld- tor India tlic bc-.i lurui ei ge ernnivnt 
w  n h ich  Us condition was - w ccp tlb le .— W.

(h S )1 (ex\-  \  J g jji /  • /  PARLIAMENT INTERFERES. L F f  J
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BOOK K . Crown could acquire the sovereignty of any territory f°r 
TniTrivu. themselves, but only for the nation. On the side of thf
■---------- Company, the abstract rights of property, and the entiled

train of evils which arise from their infringement, we*® 
vehemently enforced ; while it was affirmed that the Co®1' 
pany held not their territories in sovereignty, but only e® 
a farm granted by the Mogul, to whom they actually paid 
an annual rent. An Act was passed, which directed that 
after the 24th of June, 1767, dividends should bo vote1* 
only by ballot, in General Courts summoned expressly fr1 
that purpose ; and that no dividend above ten per co®‘; 
for the year should bo made before the next Bosnicn of 
Parliament. The resolution of t he Court of  PropnrteC 
respecting a dividend of twelve and a half per oont. w'd 
thus reminded ; uiul the right of Parliament, to rnnit11 
Mini command the Company m the distrihution of the'1 
o w n  money nsix-rled and establish..!. 'flic question of tl"' 
sovereignty was not pushed at that time to a direct a"'1 
expre. decision; though a decisi.m wus virtually involve1' 
in another Act, by which tlw Company, in ooindderulio® 
of holding the territorial revenue a for two years wcr>- 
obliged to pay annually 400,000/. into the public ex 
chequer.

The opinion which Lord Clive had artfully1 raised of th® 
high prosperity of the Company’s ali'airs, and 0f his ow'11 
extraordinary share in producing it, directed the on'1' 
flowings of their gratitude towards himself; anq u prcr 
position was brought forward and carried, to grant hirm 
for tea years certain, the produce of his jaghire.

Other acquisitions of Clive come subsequently to i i."  
Notwithstanding the covenants executed by the servant' 
of the Company, not to receive any presents from th*- 
natives, that Governor had accepted live lacks of rupee* 
during his late residence in Bengal from the Nabob Nujuui' 
ud-dowla. It was represented, indeed, us a legacy left to 
him by Meev Juffier, though all indications pointed out*  
present, to which the name of legacy was artfully atta< lied

• Th i're (loos iv-i ■ ur in t' lie .c v .lust cause ib is  pjiitlif t. T iic cMtn.ri1"1 
o f the Com pany's ti rntory ami ) > wi r wa« noiork-iiM. and unn u.u,iicall'iiial'"  
attribu tab lem  tin: m ain ti. Cl m -' i gen .n*. ',1 ,e cpiumuI opinion • u-- t lie »*' 
tnr.il result of • .o n fi , a n d  w in  not j liin iilu lcd  n i nnv ri p) , r  b v  riiislunlMM *' 
fal n j>rt i i. j .u t o f C live. il  • 1U.:> Iwr.i o • i r.itoil 11 • ».1 •'
nf tlio an|Uli*llioii . but tl '• c:.p* •'•ral.i ;■ l.iC llUJlc l c x y i• xiun of Iili o'*1' 
belief, nut an artful leb m p rc it : G allon.— 'V.

i l l  a j )  j:j  HISTORY OF BRITISH INDIA. I ,



/ ^ jIVK’s  1>LAX o f  GOVERNMENT.
1 any sums might bo acquired under the name BCKTr  IV. 

^ i'Sgaraes, the covenants against receiving presents were c h a p . vn. 
h^eless forms. Lord Clive represented, that upon the — — — 
“ 'St intimation of this gift-, his resolution was to refuse it;  1707■
that he changed his mind, upon reflecting of what irn- 
l*»tance it would prove as a fund for tho benefit of in
valided officors and soldiers in the Company’s service ; 
and that lie afterwards prevailed upon Syeff-ud-dowla, the 
successor of Nujum ud-dowlu, to bestow three lucks more 
■for this excellent end. Tho Company sanctioned the 
appropriation ; and to this ambiguous transaction the In
stitution at Poplar owes its foundation.1

this, as upon hi ‘ l*" mrr departure, the regulations 
which t;iiye loft behind, calculated for present applause 
ruuHT Hum permanent advautngo, produced a brilliant ap- 
i p r u n c e  of immediate prosperity, but weru frttught wi{h

ticui0Qts of future difficulty and distress. A double
° r &“ aclmin*8tr&tiou carried on in name by 

the Nabob, m reality by the Company, was the favourite
i'" t i 1Cl lv e i* t0 whmo wind a certain degree of 
'■ "‘’ahd artlUco seems to have presented itself pretty con- 
gem.diy in the light of profound and skilful politics. The 
Collection or the revenues was still made as for the ex
chequer of the Nabob ; justice was still administered by

i ?riTc n'.‘iL'tion.“r,l'l‘'u' ,,J C'lvc >'"> I'oucHt i.vHi* ......11,11.. J u i v *17,r . cV,;“r "V '>•”•••' >•' U'O Siioi . 111. ,• i.r
Vv" , }  , r  , ' , > n u r c ' ” ‘ - l - r a l i - n  in ih c  l ,. i  to  o f  • r . im r n t .  t t  r  a r v  »vn'.
M l"0  that s lu t  ctlur u. q u la ,| ii,,1 t v - . U v  » .io > . t h e  i i l'..i u n  r ! y  l*e|..m .li» r  
to  fh« Suliali of 1 ’ • ■ province* '« i •: c iv , u  t t. tm  n,. i , •
Com pany. N othing rem ains t< nlm b u t'the name nml or im ilm rii■
This nam e, how ever. this shadow, It in in-! .spnisiihh m ensarv \vc eli-.nl.j 
ftr.cin to vencrato.— I'ndcr the -unction of a huh h < Subalulur , C\«mv e n 
croachm ent that may be attempted by foreign powers van effectually l-e 
crushed, without any apparent inler portion  of > or own authority ; and all 
r®al grievances cunip;aitu.d Of toy thorn can, through th e u n it
exam ined Into and redre wed. Be It, therefore, a m ly s  remt m re I, that there 
is a Subali; and that though the it von ues belong to the Com pany. Ihc torrl- 
t d lai jurisdiction m ust still rest m the ch ief. o f the country, acting under 
him  and thb  Presidency In conjunction. 'Io appoint the Com pany’* servants 
to  the offices of collectors, or indeed to do any act by any exertion of tho 
l.ii .dish power, w hich can easily be done by the Nabob at our install- c, would 
tot; throw ing off the nia>k, would be declaring the Com pany Subnit of the 
provinces. l-'orelgn nations would im m ediately take um brage; ami v. m- 
I'Ulnis preferred to the British court m ight l e attended with w  i y  vinham vis- 
•tig eonBsquimccs. Nor can it be tutpposed, ilm t cither the Fn licit, Dutch, or 
1>n . would readily acknowledge the Company's Subalmbip, and pay Into

Imudft of tlicir Mirvunta tho duties upon trade, or the quit-rents of those  
mMrlris which they may have long been possessed of by virtue of the ruya\ 
tohtrm.mns, or grant* front former Nabobs." 

vCL.ui. X
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N ^O K i>F$</1u3 officers and in his name ; and all transactions with 
c it a p . vn. foreign powers were covered with the mask of his uutlio-
----------- rity. For the benefit of certain false pretexts which ini'

1/07. posed upon nobody, the government of the country, as far 
as regarded the protection of the people, was dissolved- 
Neither the Nabob nor his officers dared to exert any 
authority against the English, of whatsoever injur.tiee and 
oppression they might be guilty. The gomastahs, or Indian 
agents employed by the Compauy’s servants, not only prac
tised unbounded tyranny, but, overawing the Nabob and 
his highest officer, converted the tribunals of justicetheni' 
selves into instruments of cruelty, making them inflict 
punishment upon the very wretches whom they oppressed, 
and whose only crime was their not submitting with suffi
cient willingness to the insolent rapacity of those subordi
nate tyrants. W hile the ancient administration of the 
country was rendered inefficient, this suspension of the 
powers of government was supplied by nothing in the 
regulations of the English. Beyond the ancient limits of 
the Presidency, the Company had no legal power over tin- 
natives : beyond these limits, the English themselves were 
not amenable to the British laws ; and the Company had 
no power of coercion except by sending persons out of the 
country; a remedy always inconvenient, and, except for 
very heinous offences, operating too severely upon the 
individual to be willingly applied. The natural consc- 
qnence was, that the crimes of tho English and their 
agents were in a great measure secured from punishm ent 
and the unhappy natives lay prostrate at their feet. M  
tho revenue of tho government depended upon tho pro
ductive operations of the people ; and as a people are 
productive only in proportion to the share, of their own 
produce which they are permitted to enjoy ; this wretched 
administration could not fail, in time, to make itself felt in 
the Company’s exchequer.1 Other sources were not-

i (•orct'noi* V< iv-im , in hin letter  to  th e  Id rccjors, im m ediately  ix fore hi" 
rcltfnntinvi, <lnr. d Idth Iu-, em ber. 17<»‘J. .viva, Insensibly broke down lh°  
harrier betw ixt tH and g . ernm ent, unit the native irrcw unrcrtahi where 1*,r 
f-litd ifii'<• w as dtlC- Sm li a d ivided  and com plicated authority Lpive ri*i> i f  
oppression* ami Intrigue*, unknow n ut a n y  other p eriod ; the m inors o f t f 1' 
•'eri inciit rnuuhl th e tnfe. tlon , and, b eing  rem oved from nny im m ediate roif' 
t i.d , p io reid ed  w ith  Mill io e /.tc r  nudaelty. fn th e m eantim e, w e w ere n"  

iWtlly nml p erom ptonh  forbid to avow any pub lic authority o>er H1<? 
officer * o f governm ent iu our ov.n nam es,"  4 c .

(If W)t\ (CT
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whenje a copious stream of evils was derived. BOOK IV. 
ough t}ie Governor and Council placed the powers of c h a p  y i i .

i ha Nabob in a sort of commission, by compelling him to ----------
resign the entire management of business to one or more 1707- 
persons of their own choosing ; and though they placed a 
confidential servant of the Company to watch them a t the 
Nabob’s durbar ; yet they possessed not ovor these depo
sitaries of power, whom thoy could only punish by dis
missal, sufficient means of control. Before detection, or 
much of suspicion, it was always possible for each of them 
to appropriate a treasure, and be gone j leaving his place 
to be filled by another who had both temptation and op
portunity to repeat his crimes. With men whose interests 
wore so little united with those of their employers, and 
whoso situation was so very precarious, the Zemindars,
Rajas, and other agents of the revenue, might easily settle 
their own terms and place the fallacy of''their accounts 
beyond the reach of detection. The mischief was less in 
practice than reason would have anticipated; because in 
the choice of these native Junetionaries, the English were 
both judicious and happy. Another, and that the most 
pernicious perhaps of all the errors into which Clive 
exerted himself to mislead tho Company, was, the belief 
which ho created, that India overflowed with riches, tho 
expectations ho raised, and on which the credulous Com
pany so fondly relied, that a torrent of treason! was about 
to now into llieir laps. As such expectations wore adverse 
to the best use aud improvement of their r e s o u rc e s ,  they 
only hastened that disappointment ruid distress which 
their inconsistency with tho matters of fact rendered a 
necessary conscquonce. In political affairs, it is long before 
even experience teaches wisdom. Till the present lnoi.i 
incessant promises of treasure have never failed to deceive 
without ceasing to delude. As often as tho pain of dis
appointment has become exceedingly severe, we have con
demned a Governor, in whose conduct we believed that wo 
had found the cause of our misery; and have begun imme
diately to pamper our fancy anew, with endless hopes and 
delusions.

Undor the foebleness of Snja-ad-dowla, and the quar- 
r,,U which occupied the Mulirattas at home, the Company 
enjoyed profound tranquillity in Bengal for a considerable

I(kb ' Cm
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fv . number of years ; and during the administrations of Mi- 
chap, vn. Verelst and Mr. Cartier, wbo occupied the chair till tbe
----------- elevation of Mr. Hastings, and were calm, unambitious

17C7. men, few events of historical importance occurred. It v-'U5 
during a period like this, if  ever, that the Company ougld 
to havo replenished their exchequer, and to have attained 
financial prosperity. During this period, on the othef 
hand, financial difficulties were coutinually increasing! 
and rose at last to a height which threatened them v i’d1 
immediate destruction. Doubtless, the anarchical state, 
in which, by the double government, the provinces were 
placed, contributed powerfully to impoverishment; but tb° 
surplus revenue, with which tho people of England were 
taught to delude themselves, was hindered by more per
manent causes. Though no body should believe it, India, 
like other countries, in which the industrious arts arc in 
their infancy, and in which law is too imperfect to render 
property secure, has always been poor. It is only the las* 
perfection of government which enables a government to 
keep its own expense from absorbing everything which it 
is possible to extract from the people: and the g o v e r n 
ment of India, under the East India Company, by a dele
gation of servants at the distance of half the circumference 
of the globe from control, was most unhappily circum
stanced for economy. On a subject like this, authority if 
useful. “ With regard to the increase of the expenses,” 
says Clive, “ I take the case to stand th u s: Before the 
Company became possessed of tho dewannee, their agent" 
had other ways of making fortunes. Presents were °opci> 
to thorn. They are now at an end. It was expedient for 
them to find some other channel—the channel of the civil 
and military charges. Every man now who is permitted 
to ntoko a bill, makes a fortune.” 1

During the year 17C7, a march of the Abdallee Sh»b 
towards Delhi, excited tho attention, though not mud1 
the alarm, of tho Presidency. After some contests with 
tho Suits, and overrunning a few of the provinces, thid 
powerful Chief returned to his own country. An expedi
tion was undertaken for tho restoration of tho Raja of 
Nopnul, who had been dispossessed by his neighbour tb°

• riivr'B  Speech. I'-'l'ii;.1 • J l'j* him self, reprinted in AI . n’ ■ J:ol ale* f-’1 
1772, p .44.



r. V  ^  )  . f i n a n c i a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s . ^ S t ®

(murkA The motives wore : til at, Nepaul bad carried on BOOK. IV. 
^^tStderable traffic with the province of Berar ; that its chat. m
vicinity to the district of Bettea afforded groat opportuui- -----------
ties for improvement of trade; that all intercourse 
Wn* now destroyed ; and that tho accomplishment of Iho 
object was easy. On the last point, at least, the an thorn 
of tho war were not very correctly informed ; and found 
they had miscalculated tho difficulties of subduing a 
country, surrounded by mountains, and accessible only by 
a few narrow and nearly impenetrable defiles. The officer 
sent to command the expedition was unable to proceed, and 
wrote for reinforcements. Tho Presidency were violently 
disappointed ; and felt a strong inclination to wreak their 
vengeance upon tho Commander. Being obliged to send 
assistance to Madras, they were unable to afford reinforco- 
ments, and recalled the detachment.1 Tho war with Hydcr 

e“ ° Ut th° Camati°; considerable 
P 1 m?,th m men anJ money> W8M demanded from 
Bengal. This year financial distress began to be osperi- 
enced. Complaints were first emitted of tho scarcity of 
Money, ascribed, not to impoverishment of tho country, 
j’lt to a drain of specie, occasioned by the annual oxpor- 
utum of the precious metals, cbiclly to China, on account 

of the Company’s invostmout, and also in other directions; 
while the usual supplies of bullion from Europe (the 
C ompany providing their iuvcsliiioi.I. from the revenues, 
the Dutch and French from the fortunes of the English 
consigned to them for transmission) were almost wholly 
cut off.3

* Letters from Uio Presidency, to tho Directors, . ‘.TtlutV. Appendix.
2 In  th e  le tte r of th e  Select C om m ittee to  th e  U . ■-■ to rs, dated  F o rt W illiam ,

Septem ber 26th, 1707, th ey  say, “  Wu have frerp.imtly expro. I to von our 
apprehensions lest the annual exportation of treasure to China would produro 
a scarcity of m oney in the country. This subject becom es every  day more 
serious, as wc already feel In a very sensible m inner, tuo effects o f tho con
siderable drain nmdc from tlie silver co n v n  And ■: their letter o f the 
Kith of Decem ber, they udd, “  Wo foresee t’ a difficulties bef >ru us in m ik ing  
provision ngrneably to  vour orders for Huptdying C hina with - l iv ir  bulll >u 
even foi this season. W<: have before repeatedly requested your •lUenUon to  
the conseqm nccs o f this exportation of b u llion ; uml we now L .v  leave to  
recomm end the subject to your most serious consideration — assuring you, 
that, should wo find it ut al) practicable to make tlu? usual re u d ta u ce s next 
year to Chinn, the incisure will prove futnl to v our investm ent, and ruinous 
'o  the com m erce ot Bengal."—The absurdity of the theory which they lu- 
'e n t .d  to at count for the want of m oney, that is, . ,j iv«niiu> , ito  w it. tho 
lIrnln of specie,) Is shown by this tout: that th e pri o of com nvd U k ' all the 
'whllt*l fn»tuul of fallln lu»d Imm ensely risen. S the icstln uT ics o f lfu st- 
,n turn i ram is, in their m inutes on the revenue p la in . Sixth Report of tho  
^ lo c i  Com mittee In 17t*l, Appendix x iv . and xv.
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x^OQK^Jt . Early in the year 1768, arrived the Company’s peremP' 
ciiAr. vii. tory order for abolishing entirely the trade of their ser- 

~ — vants in salt, and other articles of interior traffic ; for ; 
laying it open, and confining it to the natives; and for ' 
restricting their servants entirely to the maritime b r a n c h e s  

of commerce.1
The commission of one and one-eighth per cent, upon 

the dewannee revenues, which by the Select Committee 
had been settled upon the Governor as a compensation 
for relinquishing his share in the salt trade, was also com
manded to cease. For as much, however, as the incomo 
of their servants, if thus cut off from irregular sources of i 
gain, was represented as not sufficiently opulent, the Com
pany granted a commission of two and a half per cent, j 
upon the net produce of the dewannee revenues, to be j 
divided into 10O equal shai-es, and distributed in the fol
lowing proportions : to the Governor, thirty-ono shares; 
to the second in Council, four and a half; to the rest of 
the Select Committee, not having a chiefship, each three 
and a half shares ; to the Members of the Council not 
having a chiefship, each one and a half; to the Com- 
mander-in-Chiof, seven and a half shares; to Colonels 
each, two and a half; Lioutcuant-Colouels, each, ono arid 
a lialf; and to Majors, three fourths. An additional pay 
was allotted to Captains, of three shillings, Lieutenants 
two shillings, and Ensigns one shilling per day.

Some uneasiness still continued with respect to the de
signs of Suja-ad-dowla, between whom and the Emperor 
considerable discordance prevailed. Tho directors hud ' 
forwarded the most positive orders for recalling the bri
gade from Allahabad ; and for confining the operations of 
the ( 'ompauy’s army entirely within the limits of the 
< lompany’s territory. Tin; Council thought it necessary 
to disobey ; and in their letter went so far as to say that 
they “ must expresi their great astonishment at such an 
absolute restriction, without permitting them upon the

i " I’ll I ■ .w i n - .. they M,y. "  has sn imi'O" -wJ us with the Urn of tho 
nrci.’Mlty of i <>1111 n in o u r  rvant'i, and i'urppe.ms n-hitlfufc under our pro- 
it 1 1 ; tit. v. :iiiiit ih-. ■ p :it limits of •.dr export ttml tuple, tliut wo •)
Gii 1-vt‘ i y  In iiu v u litir i in  tin- inl.-im l tra d .-  a -4 'l “  iu i n i a lo u  tdi t h e  m i t u m l  r iy l i t  
" 1  <1 • " i t ' l lli>- . M ’.i i :  . v  Ip . n e w  ii -t p  j .irtivM ilu rly  t Itiiin  o u r  in - - le c t io n  : 
fo u l  u p  c m  p u i  It m u d i  im r  d u t y  lo  im t lu tn ln  'l l i in  h a r r i e r  h t - iw u  n t h e  t w o  
<■ '•nnin.-r.inl - l-’ l.l  -, r - t-. dp■ ft-nd t li |»rr*% m o -n  fr o m  fc.jriNiui I n v u M u n ."  J . f i l e r  
fr - .n . t h e  D ir e c t o r s ,  d m  l j . . ; h  Jn- i a u s Ik  r ,  17 0 7 .
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how far, from time ami circumstances, it BOOK IV. 
° tISht'Ce detrimental to their affairs.” ° hap. to.

The mo3t important particular in the situation of the —
Company in Bengal was the growing scarcity of pecuniary 1' 0S- 
means. In the lottor from tho Select Committee to the 
Court of Directors, dated sSltl November, 1708, “ You will 
Perceive ” they say, “ by tho state of your treasury, a total 
inability to disohurgo many sums which you are indebted 
to individuals for deposits in your cash, as well us to issue 
any part of the considerable advances required for the 
service of ovory public department. And you will no 
longer tleom. us reprehensible, if a decrease in the amount 
of your future investments, and a debasement of their 
quality, should prove the consequence.”

By a correspondence between tho Presidencies of Fort 
William and to r t St. George, in the beginning of March,
17(19, the dangerous consequences to be apprehended from 
the exhausted state of their treasuries, and tho necessity 
of establishing a fund against futu.ro emergencies, were 
mutually explained and acknowledged. In two separate 
consultations, hold by tho President and Council at Fort 
W illia 1H, in the months of May and August, the utility, or 
rather tho indispensable necessity, of such a fund under
went a solemn discussion, and was pronounced to bo with
out dispute. But as the oxpenccs of the government left 
no resource for the creation of it, except, the diminution 
of tho investment, or quantity of goods transmit ted to 
the Company in England, they resolved upon that reduc
tion, and limited to forty-live lacks tho investment of the 
year.

Even this resource was in a very short time perceived 
U. Ik; iu-ulUciont. On the 23rd Otf October, icy of
G 03 OSS rupees appeared on th< balance of receipts and 
disbursements; and the President and Council in their 
Minute declared, “ That however the public might liavc 
been tiattored, they could not tlatter themedvee, with any 
expectations from their revenue ; and that tho only expe
dient within their reach was to opan their treasury doors 
for remittances.” 1

1 J im President and Coupon of Fort WilHum, in tl rlr litter Mined the. 1'lst
Nmvli, 17ii'.») to t l f  l ’re-Ulent and Connell ..f I k  m q -a k  in

terms of “ the Incontcstlhlo evidence they had luMMUmtcd to tholr

y . \  g ! | J •'/f i n a n c i a l  DIFFICULTIES. C ^ L j



Xxx3TOOKjiV̂ / These remittances consisted chiefly of the money or 
c h a p . n r .  fortunes of the individuals who had grown rich in the
—-----  Company’s service, and who were desirous of transmitting

17GS- their acquisitions to Europe. Such persons were eager to 
pay their money to the Company’s government in India, 
upon receiving an obligation for repayment from the Com
pany in England ; in the language of commerce, for a bill 
upon the Company payable in England. The money thus 
received, in other words borrowed, was applied to the exi
gences of the service ; and by augmenting their resources, 
was always highly agreeable to the servants in India. Tho 
payment, however, of these loans or bills in England was 
apt to become exceedingly inconvenient to the Directors. 
The sole fund out of which the payment could be made 
was the sale of the investment, or the goods transmitted 
to them from India and China. If the quantity of these 
goods was loss in value than afforded a surplus equal to 
the amount of tho hills which were drawn upon them 
thSy remained so far deficient in the ability to pay. And 
if the goods were sent in too exorbitant a quantity, tho 
market was insufficient to carry them off.

An opposition of interests was thus created between 
the governing part of the servants abroad, and the Court 
of Directors and Proprietors at home. For the facility of 
their operations, and the success of their government, it 
was of great importance for the servants to preserve a full 
treasury in India, secured by a small investment, and tho 
receipt of money for bills. It was the interest of tho 
Directors to have an ample supply of money at home, 
which on the other hand could only he produced by a 
large investment and a moderate transmission of bills. 
The Directors, accordingly, had given very explicit in
structions on this subject; and in their letter of the lltli 
of November, 1768, after acknowledging the growing de
ficiency of the funds in India, had said: “ Nevertheless, 
we cannot suffer ourselves to bo drawn upon to an un
limited amount, the state of the Company’s affairs here 
not yet admitting us to answer largo drafts upon us from 
India; but should the exigency ot your affairs inquire

h n n o iir n h la  m u s t e r s  o f  t h e  f  M\(rS*-*rKtctl l iu h t  in  w h ie h  t h e ir  n e w  n e u te r e d  n d - 
v n u t i i h n d  l iv e n  p o n d , "  n n d  th e  e h a u g e  o ! t i r e : ,  w liie h  t h e y  e x p e c te d  
them iii e o t i .e q it o n c e  t o  a d o p t .

(if I? )s) (CTV \ 3 ®  J • HISTORY OF BRITISH INDIA. j



( « ( • >  . ( f l T

REMITTANCE OE MONEY. k ^ j L i
< y yyour receiving money into vour treasury, we prefer the BOOK I t . 

mode of borrowing at interest to that of granting bills chap, vn, 
upon us. We therefore permit you to take up such sums "
on interest, for one year certain, as will answer your l lb »- 
various demands, which are to be paid off at the expiration 
of that period, or as soon after as the state of your trea
sury u-ill admit of. You are, therefore, to confine your 
drafts upon ns, by the ships to be despatched from your 
Presidency in the season of 1769, to the same amount as 
we allowed last year, viz., < 0,000?. 1

When the amount of the sums which it was the desire 
of individuals to send home exceeded the amount which 
it was permitted to the government in India to receive, in 
other words to draw bills for upon the Company at home, 
the parties who were deprived of this channel of remit
tance betook themselves to the French and Dutch facto
ries, and paid the money into their treasuries for bills 
upon their respective companies, payable in Europe. This, 
from an early period of Mr. Verelst’s administration, had 
constituted a heavy subject of complaint; as making 
these subordinate settlers to abound with money, while 
tho English were oppressed with want. As he ascribed 
tho financial difficulties of tho Company’s government 
merely to a defect of currency not of revenue, as he 
ascribed tho defect of currency to tho remittances which 
were forced into the Dutch and French channels ; though 
neither *>f those nations carried any specie out of India, 
and were only saved to a certain extent the necessity of 
importing bullion ; to him it appeared surprising that tho 
Dutch and French Companies should land it easy to pay tho 
bills which were drawn upon thorn for money received in 
India, but that the English Company should find it im-

« , i from the Committee of Secrecy, 1773, Appendix, No. i.
I-.ishtli ill* y ••' n r  nmdiiy their former direction*

In their 1 tier, 17th .•* • tjlC subject of remittances wo linil it *<> eon-
S t m o n t ,  that the Increase of the former must 

neclcd with tlml Jht;f , i‘ lUCr. I he produce of our sa'c» hero i- tho 
ahvnvH depend on that of th t 11 nourishing situation in India would not

I., ; ]>,,l If v..u .lo not . -nil home im mvinn.cnt <k m m w .  i .it
■aim, van mnrt Hu ll coniine your drufta upon u» .greoably to mu sum .flier 
of tin IIui November hist.’'

' Gov \
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possible; anil he ascribed the restrictions which they 
imposed to a timid and narrow spirit.1 One circumstance, 

———  however, which constituted a most important difference, 
17C.>. lie was jp situated to perceive. The Trench and Dutch 

Companies were chiefly commercial ; and whatever money
w a s  re c e iv e d  in  I n d i a  w a s  la id  o u t  in  t h e  puvclm w o o f 
g o o d s ;  t h e s e  g o o d s  w e re  c a r r ie d  t o  E u ro p e ,  u u d  so ld  b u lo ro
the bills became due; the bills were paid out of the pro- 
coods; and u great trade was thus carried on upon English 
c a p i ta l .  T h e  E n g l is h  C o m p a n y , o n  th o  o t h e r  h a n d , w as  
becomo a regal, as well as a commercial body ; the money 
which was paid for remittauce into their treasury in India 
was absorbed in the expenco of the government:2 and so

! T" t p  p ttr r  to (1,0 lJIrootors, tbttvd 20tli September, 1711-1, he save, “ The 
pulch and 1 rench credit exceeds all conception, and their bills

' r ' • • •  '"-oure. Hie preci-c eums received by them for sonic 
I f if™ , J r  i 1"' ' ' ’' " ' m " ' Vi" " “ |1 »•*«'•»«.. without iuccc-. ■ but
liv iim & her," ,  ; ' ir .  " iC L'" s dm"'n year from Europe on 1.1-
£ £~ «P  ■ M & r^M eamount of luc .„y-c A llo c ,™  Be,.gal, ami len M .,i„ ; «  ■, °
imed certain iiifhrmutton that iheir tre emtio , at fendicherry and Chai derm - 
gore, are amply funnelled w ith all provision for both their Investment. T d  
expense, for three years to come. You have often complained of the Increase 
and Miperiorily of the Preach and Dutch Investments: hut your orders and 
regulations have furnished them with the most extensive means of both It 
is lit vatu to thr. uten dismission from your service, or forfeiture of your nro- 
tcctlon, tor sending homo money by loreign enslt, while you open no doors for 
remittances yourselves, bitch menaces may render the practice more secret 
and cautious; but will never diminish, much less remove the evil." Verclst's 
Appendix, p. 113. So much did Mr. Verelst’s imagination deceive him, in 
rcJiard to the prosperity-of t ie English rivals, that the exclusive privileges of 
he l-ranch Company, after they had struggled for some time on the verge of 

bankruptcy, were suspended by the King, and the trade laid open to all” the 
nation. They were found tumble to extricate themselves from their didlcul- 
t!"s: and resigning their off! cts into the hands of government, for certain 
government annuities to the proprietors of stock, the Company were in 
reality dissolved. Kaynal, vlii. sect. 20, 27.

“  T h is  ia n o t  w a r r a n t e d  b y  t h e  f a c t s :  a  s l i g h t  e x a m in a t io n  o f  f l u 1 g e n e r a l  
a c c o u n t s  o f  r e c e ip ts  a n d  d is b u r s e m e n t s  c x h ib l t e d  in  t h e  a c c o u n t s  o f  tin - U i-n g u l 
P r e s id e n c y  p u b li s h e d  b y  t h o  S e le c t  C o m m it t e e  s h o w s ,  t h a t  t h e  f in a n c ia l  d il t l-  
c u l t i e s  e x p e r ie n c e d  t h e r e  a r o s e  n o t  f r o m  t h e  p o l i t i c a l ,  b u t  t h e  c o m m e r c ia l  
t r a n s a c t io n s  " l  t h e  C o m p a n y ,  i  n u n  I7G I t o  1 7 7 2 , t h e r e  w a s  a  s u r p l u s  o n  
t h o  't e r r i t o r ia l  uc< • m s t  o f  a b o u t  5 ,475 ,0 0 0 / ( t h e  n n a l b  r  lij.ur.>? a r e  p u rp o r t  ly  
o m it t e d ) .  H i e  w h o le  p r o d u c e  o f  t h o  im p o r t  c a r g o e s  w a s  l,4 3 7 ,0 u 0 /., t l io  em it 
v a l u e  o f  t h e  g o o d s  r e m it t e d  to  E n g la n d ,  .7 ,2 9 1,0 0 0 /., o f  w h ic h ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  
3 ,d M ,0 0 0 /. h a d  b e e n  p r o v id e d  o u t  o f  t h e  r e v e n u e ,  i i e s id e a  t h is ,  l a r g e  r e m it 
t a n c e s  fo r  c o m m e r c ia l  p u r p o s e s  h a d  b e e n  n u d e  t o  o th t tr  s e t tle  a u n t s ,  a B d  to  
C h in a ,  e x c e e d in g  th o x c  r e c e i v e d  l iy  2,3-‘»K,OoU/.» a n d  c o n s e q u e n t ly ,  e x c e e d in g  
th e  w h o le  t e r r i t o r ia l  t \ c e : p t  b y  737,0 0 0 /. I t  Lh n o t  m u t t e r  o f  s u r p r is e ,  t h e r e 
fo r e ,  t h a t  t h e  to r  r i t o r ia l  t r e a s u r y  w a s  e m b a r r a s s e d ,  n o r  h» it  t o  lx. w o n d e r e d  
a t  t li;it  t l ie  r e s o u r c e s  . 1  t ! , (. c o u n t r y  >v« i c  in  p r o g r e s s  o f  d im in u t io n ,  th e  
c o n s t a n t  a b s tr a c t io n  o f  c a p i ta l ,  w h e t h e r  in  b u ll io n  o r  g o o d s  c o u ld  n o t fa il  
In t im o  t o  I m p o v e r is h  a n y  c o u n t r y  h o w e v e r  r i c h ,  a n d  w a s  v e r y  s o o n  f e l t  In 
I n d ia ,  in  w in c h  n o  a c c u m u la t io n  u f  c a p i ta l  h a d  e v e r  t o k e n  p l a t e  fr o m  th e  
im  e l t h f i  M a te  <■( lb  - f . o \ e m i n e n t . a n d  t h e  in s e c u r i t y  o f  p r o p e r ty ,  a n d  
H ie  c o n s t a n t  t e n d e n c y  o f  t h e  p o p u la t io n  to  p r e s s  u p o n  t h o  m e a n s  o f  a u b - 
B ls tc n c e .— W .
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as could bo spared was employed in the pur- BOOK IV. 
chase'of investment. This was the cause undoubtedly of chap. viii. 
the comparative inability of the English Directors to pay 
the bills which were drawn upon them.

Til tllfl OonNUltetloii "nil" 23d of Oc.l.ulit i , in ml, ill, la
l ion  of  ................. ,1' ;  ' '  1......ureceive all moneys tendered to the Company a treasury
from that day to the 1st of November, 1770 ; and at the 
option of the lenders, grant, either interest notes payable
in on,, war ; or receipts bearing interest at eight, per cent.
for hills to be granted at the sailing of the first ship after 
the 2 2 nd of November, 1770, payable with three per cent, 
interest, in equal proportions on each tender, at one, two, 
and three years’ sight. And as a resource to the Directors, 
it  was resolved to enlarge the investment by purchasing, 
not with ready money, but with bonds at eight per cent, 
and one year’s credit. This was the last considerable act 
in which the Governor was engaged. Ho resigned his 
office on the 24th of December, and was succeeded by Mr.
Cartier. A new treaty had been concluded with Suja-ad- 
Dowla, which allayed whatever suspicious the ambiguous 
conduct of that Governor had raised, and Mr. V erelst left 
the three provinces in profound tranquillity.1

CHAPTER V III.
Svbahdar o f the Deccan dethroned by h is Brother.—  The 

JjjndUsh tak e possession o f the V .  Make
a T r e a t y  w>th the SubahJar o f the Deccan.—  Which < 
broils them with Ilyder AU.—Ilyder s first War with the
English_Neto Treaty with the Subahdar.—Peace with
Ilyder.

m H E  Carnatic remained but a short time free from tho J pressure of the neighbouring powers. In the supe
rior government of the Deccan, Nizam Ali, who bed re
sumed, upon the departure of Hussy, the commanding 
station which he formerly occupied, made no delay m

1 Ulie lu -in dp al m a ter ia ls , before the r u b lie , f  .r tiie  lt i- ii 'O  " '  7 /
a ih m n i'tr .it i'iii , a rc  fou nd  in the R eports o f tin  la • C onn > • ■ ■
an d  in the A p p en d ix to h is  ow n V ie w  o f  B en ga l. In in n n atio i . ' ' " h
to  be ca u tio u sly  g lean ed , is  o b u iu e d  from  the u u m c ro u s  I facts. in e  ua>.
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employing all his advantages to effect the dethronement 
(HA:-, vin. of his feeble-minded brother. On the ISth of July, 1701, 
——— he committed the Subahdar to a prison; and invested 

1/G5. himself with the full powers and insignia of the govern
ment.

The treaty, by the provisions of which the pretensions 
of England and France were at this time adjusted, Affords 
a singular illustration of the obvious and neglected truth, 
that the knowledge requisite for good government in India 
cannot be possessed by rulers sitting and deliberating in 
Europe. By the treaty of Paris, concluded on the 10th of 
February, 17G3, Salabut Jung was acknowledged as lawful 
Subahdar of the Deccan, after he had been nearly two 

hand another reigning in his stead. This 
instrument, indeed, which recognised Salabut Jung as a 

severe,p  immediate cause of his death ; for
tio 'Hffhe '^h0 hf i beou w.lthheld by dread of the restoration of the French power in Indio, no sooner received in
telligence of the treaty of Paris, by which the Fren-h 
resigned the Carnatic, and appeared to abandon the con
test, than he felt himself delivered from all restraint, 
and ordered his brother to ho murdered in September 
1763. ’

With little concern about Bassalut Jung, who neverthe
less was elder brother of Nizam Ali, that usurper, at once 
a regicide and fratricide, now grasped, without a rival tho 
power of Subahdar of the Deccan. The personal ’title 
or name of himself and his father have by the English 
been converted into the appellative of his sovereignty; 
and it is under the title of the Nizam, that the Subahdar 
of the Deccan is commonly known.

In the beginning of the year 1765, tho English and 
Mohammed Ali their Nabob were summoned to action, hv 
the irruption of Nizam Ali into the Carnatic. With a 
great army, which seemed to have no object in view but 
plunder and destruction, ho laid waste the open country 
with a ferocity, even greater than the usual barbarity of 
Indian warfare. The troops of the English .and Nabob 
were put in motion from Arcot, under tho command of 
Colonel Campbell, and came in sight of the enemy at the 
Pun;oda 0f Tripeti. The Nizam felt no desire to fight. 
His army was reduced to great distress for provisions and

■ e°ix



'V\^ater^5<Efe decamped accordingly on a sudden, and march- BOOK IV. 
ing forty miles in one day, evacuated the Carnatic by way cha p . v m . 
of Colastri and Nelorc. ' ’

It was at this time that Lord Clive, on his passage from L 
Europe to Bengal, arrived at Madras. The ascendancy of 
the English over the Mogul, the unfortunate and nominal 
Emperor Shah Aulum, rendered it extremely easy to pro
cure from him those imperial grants which, however little 
respected by the sword, still gave tho appearance of legal 
right to territorial possession within tho ancient limits of 
the Mogul empire. A firmaim was solicited aud obtained 
for the maritime districts, known by the title of the Nor
thern Cirears. Like the rest of India, this tract was held 
by renters responsible for a certain portion of revenue.
Of these some were of recent appointment; others were 
tho ancient Kajas and Polygars of the country; a set of 
men who were often found to be the most convenient ren
ters, and who, on the regular payment of the expected 
revenue, were seldom displaced. The country fell within 
the government of the Snbahdar of the Deccan, and was 
managed by a deputy or commissioner of his appointment.
After the English, however, had expelled Lorn it the 
French, the authority of the Subahdar had been rather no
minal than real. The English held possession of their 
factories and forts; the Kajas and Polygars assumed a 
species of independence ; Sulabut Jung liad offered it to 
Mohammed Ali at the time of ill ’ quarrel with Bn- -y at 
Hyderabad ; and Nizam Ali himself hail proposed  to sur
render it to the English, on the condition of military 
assistance against Hyder Ali and tho Mahrattas. The ad
vantage of possessing the whole line of coast which joined 
the English territories in the Carnatic to those m Bengal, 
suggested to Clive the importance of obtaining it on per
manent terms.1 A iirmauu was accordingly received torn 
the Emperor, by which, as far as the formality of his 
sanction could extend, the Northern Cirears were freed 
from their dependence upon the Subahdar of the Deccan,
-and bestowed upon the English. Nor was this the only 
diminution which the nominal empire of tho Nizam

1 The acqnliltlon of the Northern Circus did not at™ the SnRlisb tho 
v. I».iii* of i no sea-coast: the province of Om»a hold bj tho MuUrattos se
parate! tliLin from Bengal.—W.

c i  hc a  ns g iv e n  to  t iie  En g l is h . i
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\B 0 pKHI^sustamed; for another firmaun was procured from the 

rHAr. Tm. Emperor, by which the Carnatic itself was rendered inde- 
—  pendent of his authority; and bestowed, holding imrne- 

‘ diately of the Emperor, upon the Nabob Mohammed Ali, 
together with the new titles of Walla Jah, Ummir ul Ilind, 
which he ever afterwards used.1

To take possession of the Circars, on its new and inde
pendent footing, General C'alliaud marched with the troops 
of the Carnatic, and on the part of the Rajas and Polygnrs 
found little opposition to subdue. The Nizam, or Subah- 
dar, was at that time engaged in the country of Barad, 
making head against the Mahrattas. But he no sooner 
bear’d of the operations of the English, than he proceeded 
W cxPedition to Hyderabad ; and to avenge him
self for the usurpation, as it appeared to him, of air impor
tant part of Ins dominions, made preparations for the in- 
vasron of the Carnatic. The Presidency, whom their 
pecuniary weakness rendered timid, were alarmed at the 
prospect of a war with the Subabdar; and sent orders to Cal- 
haud to hasten to Hyderabad with full powers to negot iate a 
peace. A treaty was concluded on tho 12th of November 
1 / 66, by which the Company agreed to pay to the Nizam an 
annual tribute of five lacks of rupees for the three Circars of 
Rajanmndry, More, and M11stephanagur; and for thdee of 
Siccacolo (Chicacole) and Murtezanagur, two lacks each, as 
soon as they were definitively placed in their hands. 
Murtezanagur, commonly called Guntoor, had been as
signed as a jaghire to Bassalut Jung; and the Company

It is staff'd that Clive even entertained the project of obtaining fur Mo
hammed Ali tly; lirtnaun of Subnlidar of the Deccan: but that the Nabob,
Who It IS true was worn out with the s tra^ ic  which ho had alremlv Mistaino.l, 
who now panted for rase and enjoyment, and whose qualities Clive estimated 
nt more than their uctual value (in his correspondence with tho Directors ho 
r« ■present* in - word us more trustworthy than that of any Mohammedan 
wuotn he hull ever known. ltcj>orts of Committee. 1772), shrunk from the 
piospeel of the nrduuis enterprise. und declared that “ the Deccan was too 
tireat for him t;; devire to have the charge of its government." Letter from 
tiic Nabob to < live in 170.% .Mg. quoted (j>. 150) by the author of the History 
ami .Management ot the l.ast India Company.—It is also affirmed, jwrliaps on 
better grounds (Oh-j.rvations by the President mid Council, on Sir John 
Lindsay's l.i tt ir  of tho 2-_>nd of June, 1771: Papers in Hous's Appendix, 
p. 3j 1 > that tho Nabob used his endeavours to obtain tlto exertion oi tho 
I-.niflidi power to procure him this hl^h elevation; but met not with a eor- 
rcspondnm disposition Jn the servants of the Company. The point is not of 
sufmient importunce to require that we sJiould spend any time in omleavour- 
h>»? to av'-rta n whether tho one allegation or tho other is tho truth.—M.

t i. wholly incredible that >1 .hummed Ali would have refused the Sn- 
bahdan of the Demean, If ho hud had a reasonable prospect of obtaining it.

{ :  \31 t § | j  )  *.) BISTORT OF BRITISH INDIA. ' N I  ,
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^s^I'e.jjJe^ked to suspend their occupation of it, so long as BOOK IV. 
Btesslut Jung should live, or so long as he should remain c h a p , mi, 
a faithful subject to Nizam Ali. They further engaged to ——  
hold a body of troops in readiness, “ to s e t t le  in every 1,6‘* 
tiling right and proper, the affairs o f liis Highness’s go
vernment.” And they give him a present of five lacks of 
rupees, which the Nabob was ordered to ffnd money to 
payd

This treaty has been severely condemned But the Pre
sidency were not mistaken in regard to their own pecu
niary difficulties, though they probably over-estimated the 
power of the Nizam, whose unpaid and mutinous troops 
the money which he received by the treaty scarcely en
abled him for a short time to appease. The most impru
dent article of the agreement was that which stipulated 
for the Nizam the assistance of English troops; because 
this had an evident tendency to embroil, and in the event 
did actually embroil them, with other powers. The exploit 
in which they were first to bo employed, the reduction of 
the fort of Bangalore, was not, it is probable, disliked by 
the Presidency; because they were already upon hostile 
terms with Hyder Ali, to whom it belonged. The Nizam, 
however, after availing himself of the assistance of tho 
British troops in collecting the tribute of the Polygars, on 
his march, listened to tho overtures of IIydor, who was 
too eminent a master in tho urts of intrigue to let slip an 
opportunity of dividing his enemies. The Nizam con
cluded with him a treaty of alliance, in consequence of 
which they united their forces at Bangalore: and in 
August 1707, they began to make incursions into the Car- 
natic.

Hvder Ali, who begun to occupy the attention of tho 
English and who proved the most formidable enemy whom 
they had ever encountered in India, had now rendered 
himself entire master of the kingdom of Mysore. The 
principality of Mysore,a region of considerable magnitude, 
had formed one "of the dependencies of tho great Hindu 
Government of Bijnuuggur, which was broken up by the 
formation of the M o h a m m e d a n  kingdoms in the Decoau.
When tho declining power of the sovereigns of Bijamiggur

1 Second Report of the Committee of Secrecy in 1761, p 32; Ilitt. and 
Management, j>. l&i ; Collection of Treaties, p. 364-
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enabled Mysore to throw off its dependence upon that an- 
’C**K*,XI* cient monarchy, its distance and other local circumstances 

saved it from subjection to any of the Mohammedan 
powers. It continued, therefore, till the period of Ilyder’s 
usurpation, under a pure Hindu government, and afforded 
a satisfactory specimen of the political institutions pf the 
native Hindus. The arts of government were less under
stood in that, than in the Mohammedan districts of India. 
Hardly ever have mankind been united in considerable so
cieties under a form of polity more rude, than that which 
has every where been found in those parts of India which 
remained purely Hindu.' At a period considerably prior 
to the rise of Hyder, the government of Mysore had 
assumed that state, which, if we may judge by its own 
example, and that of the Mahrattas, Hindu governments 
had a general tendency to assume. The Raja, or Monarch, 
was stripped of all power, while a minister kept him a pri
soner, and governed absolutely in his name. At the time 
when the wars of the English in the Carnatic commenced 
the powers of the Raja of Mysore were usurped by two 
brothers, named Deoraj, and Nunjeraj. It was this same 
hi unjeraj, whom the French were enabled to bring to their 
assistance at Trichinopoly; and who there exhibited so 
many specimens of the rudeness of his people, and of his 
own ignorance and incapacity. And it was in the station 
of a subordinate officer in the service of this commander 
that Hyder AJi began his career.

Mohammed Beloli, the great grandfather of Hyder, was 
a native of the Punjab, who came into the Deccan in the 
character of a fakir, and, settling in the district of Cal- 
burga, about 110 miles in a north-west direction from 
Hyderabad, acquired considerable property by the exercise 
ol his religious talents. Mohammed Beloli had two son*. 
Mohammed Ali, and Mohammed Wulloc. They left their 
father’s house, and travelling southward, became at .Sera, 
revenue peons, or armed men, employed, according to 
Indian practice, in the forced collection of the 1 ax us. 
Mohammed Ali diod at Colar, and Mohammed Wullco, for 
the sake of his property, expelled his widow and son, and 
drove them from his doors. The name of the son was

1 t |  e th e  ill mirations of the Mvmjvo Govcrnmci'l, In t h e  im 't r u c tiv o  volume
O f C o l .  W ilk a .
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PROGRESS OF HYPER AL1.

named, the father of Hyder. He obtained BOOlOlV. 
along with his mother, protection from a petty officer, cn.v. v u . 
caUed a Naik of peons, by whom he was brought up, and 
employed as a peon, or common foot soldier, in the party 
under his command. Futtuh Mohammed found means to 
distinguish himself, and, in the service of the Nabob of 
Sera became first a Naik of peons, and afterwards the
Fojedar o r .n i li t .a y  superintendent of a district But mis
fortune overtook his master. The Nabob was dethroned, 
his family plundered ; and Futtuh Mohammed lost Ins 
life in their defence. He left two sons, the elder Shabas, 
the youngest Hyder, and a widow, who had a brother, the 
Naik of a few peons, in the service of a Killedar of Banga
lore. With this man, the mother of Hyder sought, and, 
together with her sons, obtained protection. When Shabas, 
the elder of the brothers, grew towards manhood, he was 
recommended by his uncle to an officer in the service of 
the Raja of Mysore. The youth quickly rose to distinc
tion, and obtained the command of 200  home and 1000 
peons. Hyder, till the age of twenty-seven, could be con
fined to no serious pursuit, hut spent his life between the 
labours of the chase, and the pleasures of voluptuous in
dolence and riot. He joined, however, the troops of 
Mysore, as a volunteor at the sioge of Deouhully, the castle 
of a Polygar, about twenty-four miles north-east from 
Bangalore, which, in 174!), Nunjeraj undertook to reduce.
Oil this occasion the ardour, the courage, and )he menial 
r e s o u r c e s  of Hyder, drew upon him the attention of the 
general; and, at the termination of the siege lie was not 
offiy raised to the command of fifty horse, and 200 peons, 
or foot but was intrusted with the charge of one of tho

^  He contfoue^to Recommend himself w ith ^ o ^ u c h  suc
cess to Nunjeraj, that, when the efforts of the English to 
establish their authority m Madura and Tmivel y, .. ; A
rendered precarious the p e n s io n  of the fort of Din. ,
Hyder was chosen gs the man on whom its deferne o j ,  
with greatest security, repose. It was situati i '
rock in the middle of a plain, at nearly on equal d stance 
of about fifty miles from Madura and Trichmopoh : and 
amid tho confusions of the Carnatic had lallcn into the 
hands of the Mysoreans about ten years before. Hus ele

ven- JII. T
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I’.0(i!< IV. vation added fuel to the ambition of Hyder ; and from this 
chap, tiii. period his exertions in its gratification became conspicuous 

and incessant.
The depredations upon which all Indian, and other bar- , 

barous warriors, are so much accustomed to subsist, ho 
reduced to a system. There are in India, and in particular 
in that part of it to which he belonged, a species of troops, 
or of men bearing the title of soldiers, who are particularly 
skilled in all the arts of plunder and of theft; who receive, 
indeed, no pay in the armies of most of the Indian states, 
but are understood to provide for themselves by the devas
tations which they commit. A body of these men Ilyder 
engaged in his service ; and employed in the business of 
depredation. Hyder had never learned either to write or 
to lead ; but lie valued himself upon the faculty of per
forming exactly by memory arithmetical calculations, with 
greater \elocity than the most expert accountants. Ho 
agreed with his depredators to receive from them one half 
of the spoil : and so skilfully, we are told, were his checks 
contrived, that it was nearly impossible for any part of it 
to be concealed. It was of little importance to Hyder, or 
to his gang, when the convenience and safety were equal, 
whether the property which they acquired was taken from 
friends or from foes. Valuables of every description were 1 
their prey; “ from convoys of grain,” says Mr. Wilks, 
“cattle and sheep, which were among the most profitable 
heads of plunder, down to the clothes, turbans, and ear
rings of travellers and villagers, men, women, and chil
dren.” Thus it was, that Hyder acquired the sinews of 
war ; and before he left Trichinopoly, to which he had re
paired in the army of Nun jeraj, he was a commander of 
1500 hoi o, 3000 regular infantry, 2000 peons, and four 
gnus. Having enlisted iho most select of the men dis
charged by Nunjcraj, lie departed for Dindegul at tho 
head of 2500 horse, 0000 regular infantry, and 2000 peons, 
with six guns. IJo employed against the polygars of his 
district and its neighbourhood the arts of fraud and of 
force, with equal success. His vigilant eye discovered, 
and Ids activity drained, every source of revenue. lie ex
celled in deceiving the government with false musters and 
accounts ; and tho treasures of Hyder were daily aug
mented. The distracted state of Madura, in 1757, encou-

■
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raged him to make an effort to gain possession of that BOOK IV. 
country; b u t Mohammed Issoof marched against him at chap. vm. 
the head of the E n g l is h  Sepoys, and gave him a severe — —  
defeat at the mouth of tho narrow pass of Aatam.

The weak and distracted state of the government of 
Mysore afforded opportunity to Hyder of ascending 
gradually to higher and higher situations and power. The 
Kaja who was uneasy at the state of insignificance in ' 
which he was held, harassed the ministers with perpetual 
intrigues ; and the brothers themselves were so little 
united, that Deoraj, who had most of years and of pru
dence, retired from the scene in disgust, and left Nunjeraj 
alone to sustain the weight of affairs. The treasury had 
been exhausted by repeated exactions of the Mahrattas; 
and 1758 the troops of Nunjeraj mutinied for payment of 
aiTears.

This was an occasion on which Hyder conceived that he 
might interpose his authority with advantage. He marched 
from Dindegul with the whole of his disposable troops; 
exerted himself with success iu effecting a reconciliation 
between the brothers, and between the brothers and tho 
Raja; with his strict and experienced eye ho examined 
and roducod tho false accounts of the army ; and, by 
effecting a partial payment of arrears, restored the troops 
to obedience. In this transaction he had sustained tho 
character of a friend to all; and took care to bo rewarded 
in proportion. An assignment was made to him of tho 
revenues of a tract of country for sums due l\v the govern
ment ; and the fort and district of Bangalore were bestowed 
upon him in personal jaghire. The moment looked favour
able for securing what he probably deemed a greater advan
tage Herri Sing was one of the most powerful chiefs in 
the service of Mysore, and the declared enemy of Hyder.
Under pretence of forwarding part of his troops to Dm-
deed, Jl vdor sent a largo detachment to attack the camp 
of Iierri Sing, who, reposing in careless security, was sur
prised, with a large portion of his troop**, and massacred 
iu the middle of the night. ,  ,

An invasion of the Mahrattas, which immediately bil
lowed, iu tho beginning of 1759, contributed more remark
ably to the elevation of Hyder. Though several of tho 
principal commanders disdained to serve under a man

I(Mi ’
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— HOOK IV. whom they had so lately seen in a very subordinate sta- 
c h a p . viii. tion, he was appointed to the chief command against this 

j_(,_ formidable enemy ; and acquitted himself with so much 
vigour and success, that before the end of the campaign 
he reduced them to an inclination for peace ; and con
cluded a treaty on what were deemed favourable terms.

Hyder was now advanced to the rank and power of com- 
mander-in-chief, aud had only his friend and patron Nun- 
jeraj, for Heoraj was dead, between him and the entire 
control of the resources of the state. Hyder’s impatience 
admitted little delay. To secure the countenance of the 
Raja against a man who was at once his robber aud his 
gaoler, was an easy intrigue ; and the troops, whose arrears 
*ulc* IJOt ')CCn l'a‘d>'and had again increased, were art- 
luUy incited to mutiny against Nunjeraj, and to place 
Hydor, by compulsion, at their heail The Raja now in- 
posed aim offered to procure pay for the troops, as soon 
as Hyder should take an oath to he obedient, and to re- 
nounco hi* connexion with the usurping ministor. Hydor 
failed not to exhibit reluctance ; but at last allowed him- 
self to be constrained ; and Nunjeraj, who could not any 
longer misunderstand the game, and whose courage was 
not. remarkable, consented to retire, upon the condition 
of receiving an honourable provision. The Raja was com
plimented with the show of greater liberty ; but Hyder, 
to be enabled to provide for the arrears, and the regular 
pay of the troops, took care to procure the assignment 
of the revenues of so many districts, that what was now 
in his direct possession exceeded half the territory of 
the state.

In March, 1751, Hyder received overtures from Lally, 
inviting him to his assistance against the English; and, 
amid the contentions of the rival strangers, looked forward 
to acquisitions in the Carnatic. To pave the way lor the 
share which he proposed to take in determining the fate 
of that important region, he resolved to obtain posses
sion of the territory which separated Mysore from the eon- 
finrs of the Carnatic, and which consisted first of the ter
ritory of Anioul, situated on the eastern vergo of the tract j 
of woody hills, between Savendy Droog and the Cavery, 
and next of the Burumahal, n  province situated on the in
termediate level between the first and second ranges of

1 ( 1 ) 1 1 <SL
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Njy lla f jld’mmediately after the termination of the stratagem BOOK IV. 
against Nunjeraj, a part of tho troops, with a confidential ciiai-. vui.
general, were detached to occupy this intermediate terri- -----——
tory, wliich opened a safe communication into the very 17e'- 

l centre of the province of Arcot. Anicul and BaramahalJ  Were secured ; and the General proceeded to Pondicherry,
Under orders fi-om Hyder, to settle the terms of co-opera- 

* tion with the French. These were speedily adjusted ; and, 
on the 4th of June, 1760, a detachment of the Mysorean 
army arrived at Thiagar, which was surrendered to them 
by tho treaty. The defeat which was sustained by a 
detachment of the English army, sent to intercept the 
Mysoreans on their march to Pondicherry, greatly elevated 
the spirits of Hyder ; and inspired him with a resolution 
to exert his strength in the war of the Carnatic. Several 
divisions of his troops were ordered to assemble in 
Baramahal; and tho affairs of the Carnatic might have un
dergone a revolution, had not a storm arisen in another 
quarter which it required all the address and power of 
Hyder to elude.

The distant employment of the troops of Hyder, and his 
own position, with a small detachment, under command 
of the guns of the palace, and surrounded by the river,

1- which, being now full, it was ittqjossible to pass, suggested 
to tlie queen-mother the possibility of cutting him off, and 
delivering her son from the thraldom in which it was the 
evident intention of Hyder to retain him. Tho assistance 
was secured of a Mahratta chief, who was at the head of 
an army in a neighbouring territory ; and a cannonade 
began. Hyder soon discovered that his situation was 
desperate : but the main attack being deferred till the 
arrival of the Slahrattas, night came on, when Hydor, with 
the assistance of a few boats, crossed the river unper
ceived, with a small body of horse, leaving his family 
behind him ; and having travelled ninety-eight miles in 
twenty hours, the first seventy-five on the same horse, he 
arrived at Bangalore. He was just in time to precede the 
orders of the Raja, bv which the gates of tho fort would 
have been shut against him ; and he now hastened to col
lect his forces, of which those serving with Lally consti
tuted a principal part.

The fortunes of Hyder tottered on the vergo of a pre-
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cipico. The troops, which were hastening towarAs-mmsM 
from the Carnatic and Baramahal, wore intercepted by the

*---------■ Mahrattas, who had joined the Raja, and besieged in their
1.6.. camp. The utmost efforts of Hyder were ineffectual to 

relieve them; and his power was ready to drop from his 
hands; when the Mahrattas agreed to march off, upon 
receiving the cession of Baramahal, and the payment of 
three lacks of rupees. They had engaged their services 
to Lally, now besieged in Pondicherry; but had after
wards accepted the promise of a large sum from the 
English Nabob, on condition of returning immediately to 
Poonah. I t was in consequence of this stipulation, so 
fortunate for Hyder, that they accepted his additional 
bribe; and the man, who was destined to bring the English 
interests to the brink of ruin, was saved by a stroke of 
English politics.

Hyder took the field against the forces of the Raja, hut 
still perceiving himself to be inferior to his enemies, ho 
took a resolution, which it required Oriental hypocrisy 
and impudence to form, and of which nothing less than 
Oriental credulity could have boen the dupe. Unexpected, 
unarmed, and alone, he presented himself as a suppliant 
at the door of Nunjeraj, and, being admitted, prostrated 
himself at his feet. Ho acknowledged, in terms of bitter 
anguish, the wrongs of which he was guilty toward tho 
first and greatest of his friends; vowed to devote his fu
ture life to their reparation ; and entreated a firm and 
sincere union, that he might establish Nunjeraj in the 
station of honour and power in which he had formerly 
helicld him. It requires a high degree of improbability to 
prevent the greater part of mankind from believing what 
they vehemently wish. Nunjeraj was gained; arid lent his 
troops, liis exertions, his name, and his influence, to give 
ascendancy to tho cause of Hyder. Fraud was an opera
tive instrument in the hands of this aspiring general. 
Finding himself intercepted with a small detachment 
which had accompanied him on his sudden journey to the 
retreat of Nunjeraj, and his junction with the main body 
of his army which ho had left to hang during his absence 
upon tho rear of the enemy, rendered difficult, and his 
situation dangerous, he forged letters, in tlie name of 
Nunjomj, to the principal commanders in the hostile array,
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rifttera>j5taporting to bo the m ult of a conspiracy into BOOK 1\. 
wScktticse commanders bad already entered to betray chap. « ... 
tbeir General to Nunjeraj. The beam was seized of 
course; and the letters debvered into the hands of the 
General, who fulfilled the fondest wishes of Hyder, by 
taking the panic, and running away from the army 
During its confusion it was assailed by the mam body of 
Hyder’s forces in the rear, by the detachment with him
self in front: and yielded an easy and deceive victory.
The triumph of ltydor was now secured Ho delayed 
oulv till he augmented his army, and took possession of 
the lower country; when he ascended the Ghauts, and 
early in the month of May, 1761, arrived at the capital.
He sent to the Raja a message: “That large sums were 
due to Hyder by the State, and ought to be liquidated: 
after the payment of these arrears, if the Raja should be 
pleased to continue him in his service, it was well; if not,
Hyder would depart, and seek his fortune elsewhere.” The 
meaning of this humble communication no ono misunder
stood. It was arranged, that districts should be reserved 
to the amount of three lacks of rupees for the personal 
expenses of the Raja, and one lack for those of Nunjeraj; 
and that of the remainder of the whole country tho 
management should bo taken by Hyder, with the charge 
of providing for the expenses, civil and military, ot the 
government. From this period Hyder was undisputed 
master of the kingdom of Mysore.

Hyder was fortunately cast at ono of those recurring 
periods in the history of Oriental nations ; when, tho 
springs of the ancient governments being worn out, and 
Political dissolution impending, a proper union of audacity 
’ , mtrimie has usually elevated some adventurer to tho 
S i™  C  Jegraded situation of tin Raja, and tho feeble 
and unskilful administration of the two brothers, opened 
an avenue to power, of which Hyder was well quuhhcd to 
avail himself. The debilitated and distracted gov eminent 
of the Subabdar of tho Deccan ; the dreadful blow winch 
the Mahrattas bad just received at the battle of l ump , 
aud the fierce and exhaustive contentions which the m il 
Strangers in the Carnatic were waging against ono another, 
left all around a wido expanse, m which, without much 
resistance, he might expect to reap an opulent harvest:

' ®<W\
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\V j^ S $ b » Iv . and had it not happened, by a singular train of circum- 
diiAr. viii. stances, that he was opposed by the arms of a people,
---------  whose progress in knowledge and in the arts was far supe-

1<07. rior to his own, he, and his sou, would probably have 
extended their sway over the greater part of India.

In prosecution of the design which Bassalut Jung had 
formed to render himself independent of Nizam Ali, he 
proceeded, about the month of June in 1761, to the reduc
tion of Sera. This was a province, formerly governed by 
a Nabob, or deputy, of the Subahder of the Deccan. It 
was now possessed by the Mahrattas. But the shock 
which the Mahratta power had sustained by the disaster 
of Paniput, inspired Bassalut Jung with the hope of 
making a conquest of Sera. By his approach to the ter
ritories of Hyder, that vigilant chief was quickly brought 
near to watch his operations. Bassalut Jung was, by a 
short experience, convinced that his resources were un
equal to liis enterprise ; and as his elder brother was 
imprisoned by Nizam Ali, on the 18th of July, his presence 
at the seat of his own government was urgently required 
That the expedition might not appear to have been under
taken in vain, he made an offer to Hyder of the Nabob- 
ship of Sera, though yet uuconquered, for three lacks of 
rupees; and formally invested him with the office and 
title, under the name of Hyder Ali Ivhan Behauder, which 
he afterwards bore. The allied chiefs united their armies, 
and, having speedily reduced the country to the obedience 
of Hyder, took leave of each other about the beginning 0f 
the year 1762.

Hyder continued to extend his conquests over the two 
Balipooas; over Gooti, the territory of the Mahratta 
chieftain Morari Row; received the submission of the 
Polygars of Raidroog, Harponelly, and Ohittledroog; aruj 
early in 1763 he marched under the invitation of an im
postor, who pretended to be the young Raja of Bednore, 
to the conquest of that kingdom. The territory of Bed- 
noro includes the summit of that part of the range of 
western hills, which, at a height of from four to five thou
sand feet above the level of the sea, and for nine months 
of the year involved in rain and moisture, which clothe 
them with the most enormous trees, and the most profuse 
vegetation, overlook the provinces of Caiiara and Malabar.

\ V Mi ) 8/ HISTORY OF BRITISH INDIA VS| I
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y• V &  J  HYDEK EXTENDS HIS CONQUESTS.
.y The capital and fort of Bednore situated in a basin sur- BOOK IV. 

rounded by bills, extended its sway over the maritime CHAr. vnt 
region of Canara, and on the eastern side of the moun- —— — 
tains, as far as Santa Bednore and Hoolalkera, within 1767•
twenty miles of Chittledroog. This country had suffered 
little from the calamities of recent war ; and the riches of 
the capital, w hich  was eight miles in circumference, are 
represented as having been immense. Hyder made the 
conquest with great ease, and confessed that the treasure 
which lie acquired in Bednore was the grand instrument of 
his futuro grcatuess.1

Hyder devoted his mind with great intensity to the es
tablishment of a vigorous and efficient administration in 
this country ; which opened to him a new scene of con
quest. He took possession of Soonda, a district on the 
northern frontier of Bednore: he reduced to submission 
and dependance the Nabob of Savanoor, a territory which 
formed a deep indentation between his recent acquisitions 
oi Sera and Soonda: and he rapidly extended his northern 
frontier across the rivers Werda, Malpurba, and Gutpurba, 
almost to the banks of the Kistna.

This daring progress, however, again brought the Mah- 
l’attas upon his hands. Since the battle of Paniput, they 
had, in this quarter of India, been pushed with some 
vigour by Nizam Ali, the new Suhahdar, who, at the com
mencement uf his reign, gave somo signs of military 
ardour ami talent. He had constrained thorn to restore 
the colobrated fortress of Dowlatabud, in 1762; and, in 
1763, carried his anus to Poona, the capital; which he 
reduced to ashes. Tho accommodation which succeeded 
this event, and the occupation which the Nizam was now 
receiving by the war for the reduction of his brother Bas- 
salut Jun", seemed to present an opportunity to the Mah- 
ruttas of chastising the encroachments of a neighbour,

1 Col Wilks thinks lie estimates the amount of it vere low at 12,000,000;. 
slerlluu. .Mere likely it was not a thir.1 of the sum. -T he I*®-
perty ” lie valla it “ of tho most opulent commercial town of the l ast, and 
full Of rich dwelling." 'J'he souml -Municnt of Col. Wilks generally pre
serves him, mn. h better than Oriental gentlemen in general, Irwin the .strain 
of Eastern hyperbole. The richest commercial town of the East, neither a 
sea-port nor’-in any 'real line of communication, in .1 situation almost in
accessible on tlio top of unwholesome mountains ! Besides, there is little 
opulence in any hou.v in India, or in any Shop. The < hlef articles of splendour 
is Jewels, which almost always arc carried away, or hid, upon the appoaranco 
of danger.



BOOftjjtK whom as yet they despised. Madoo Row, who, third in 
chap. tiii. order of time, had, under the title of Peshwa, or Prime
---------  Minister, succeeded to the supreme authority among the

1767. Mahratta states, crossed the Kistua in May, 176-1, with an 
army which greatly outnumbered that which Hyder was 
able to bring into the field.1 He sustained a tedious, un
equal conflict, which greatly reduced and disheartened his 
army, till 1785 ; when the Mahrattas agreed to retire, upon 
condition that he should restore the districts wrested from 
Morari Row, relinquish all claims upon the territory of 
Savanoor, and pay thirty-two lacks of rupees.

He hastened to give order to his recent conquests- in 
the oast, which the late interruption of his prosperity had 
animated into rebellion. As his forts and garrisons had 
remained firm, these disturbances were speedily reduced, 
and ho immediately turned his eye to new acquisitions. 
Having employed the greater part of the year 1765 in 
regulating the affairs of his government, and repairing his 
losses, he descended into Canara in the beginning of 17GG 
with the declared intention of making the conquest of 
Malabar. After an irregular war of some duration with 
the Nairs, the whole country submitted ; and a few sub
sequent struggles only afforded an opportunity for cutting 
off the most refractory subjects, aud establishing a more 
complete subjection. He had accomplished this important 
enterprise before the end of the year 1766, when he was 
recalled to Seringapatam, by intelligence of the utmost 
importance. Madoo Row had issued from Poona; Nizam 
Ali, with an English corps, was advancing from Hyderabad; 
the English had already sent to attack some of his dis
tricts which interfered with the Carnatic; and all these 
powers were joined, according to report, in one grand con
federacy, for the conquostof Mysore. Nizam Ali, however, 
and tho English, were the only enemies whom it was im-

I Col. Wilks maios, on this occasion, a jmliclous remark, the spirit of 
which should liavo » \cii him from tho pecuniary exaggerations mentioned 
above. 44 I have found it proper,” lie pay*, “ to distrust my inami.m-ripta iu 
statements of numbers, more than in any other r a s e . in no country, and 
in no circumstance, is it safe to trust to any statement oi numbers that is not 
derived train actual returns. Kven Sir Kyro Conte, wiioso keen and i x|«- 
rienerd eye mifcdit be considered as a date culdc. and "boac pure mind new r 
harboured a thought of exatrt'er.dion. states the force ot Hyder, in the 
b a t t l e  of Porto Novo, 1st of Juiv, 1 7 * 1 ,  t.» have been fromi 140,000 tu  160,( 
lioi so and irregular ravalry. tics ides twenty-live 1 dtuliun- «.f rmfulara; 
W h en  it id certain tluit the whole d id  not exceed 80,000.' lin t. Sketches, 
p . 401,
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\  (  WITH THE NIZAM AND HYDEU. ' v C j  l

>ncdi,vi-.‘!y necessary to oppose ; and tho Nizam, as welmvo Bw r t I'. 
already secnj he easily converted into an ally. In this chap. viii.
state of his kingdom and fortunes, he began his first war ---------
with the English, in 1767.1 1767-

He was exasperated, not only by the readiness with 
which, in the late treaty with the Nizam, the English had 
agreed to join in hostilities against him, but by an actual 
invasion of his dominions. Under the pretence that it 
formerly belonged to the Carnatic, but chiefly induced,
We mav suppose, by the consideration of the passage 
which it afforded an enemy into the heart of that country, 
the English had sent a Major, with somo Europeans, and 
two battalions of Sepoys, into Baramahl, who, unhappily 
were just strong enough to overrun the open territory, and 
enrage its master; but were unable to make any impres
sion upon tho strong forts, much less to secure possession 
of the country.

It was by the means of Maphuz Khan, the brother of 
the English Nabob, who had acted as an enemy of the 
English from the period of his recall as renter of Madura 
and Tinivelly, that Hyder offected his alliance with the 
Nizam. The English corps, under Colonel Smith, which 
had followed tho Nizam into Hyder’s dominions, had sepa
rated from his army, upon intimation of the design which 
that faithless usurper was supposed to entertain. Tho 
Nabob Mohammed Ali, who had early intelligence of the 
views of the Nizam, urged the Presidency to attack his 
camp before the junction of the Mysorean. The advice, 
however, was neglected, and in the mouth of September,
Colonel Smith was attacked on his march, near Ojiaugama 
by the united forces of the new allies. Ho sustained the 
attack, which, for the space of an hour3 was vigorously 
maintained; and for that time repelled the enemy, lie 
found himself, however, under the necessity of flight; 
and marching thirty-six hours, without refreshment, he 
arrived at Trinomalee. He here enclosed himself within 
the walls of the fort, from which ho soon beheld the sur- i

i For the Fife of Ryder, the Kc irehes of Col. Wilks, p. 2-10—S7P, ure the 
best source of intelligence.1 This notion commenced at t'vn, and continued till dark. «  itn regard to 
the subsequent retreat Colonel Wilks states that the men had boon twenty- 
seven hours without refreshment or repose when they arrived at Trinumulee 
on thu 4th.—W.
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^X ^Q P -^Jv . rounding country covered by the troops of the enemy, and 
viii. desolated with fire and sword.

77 ; He remained not long an idle spectator, though his 
weakness compelled him to act with caution. He en
camped for a few days under the walls of Trinomalee, and 
afterwards near a place called Calishy-W&cum, about ten 
miles farther to the north. While the army lay in this 
situation, Hyder planned an expedition, from which im
portant consequences might have ensued. He detached 
into the Carnatic 5000 horse, who marched without oppo
sition to the very precincts of Madras. The place was 
completely taken by surprise. The President and Council 
were at their garden houses, without the town ; and had 
not the Mysoreans been more eager to plunder than to 
improve the advantages which their unexpected arrival 
had procured, the seizure of the English chiefs might have 
enabled them to dictate the terms of peace.

Before the rains compelled the English army to retire 
into cantonments at Wandcwash, Colonel Smith attacked 
the enemy, with some advantage,1 before Trinomalee. In 
the mean time Nizam Ali, whose resources could ill endure 
a protracted contest, or the disordered state of his govern
ment a tedious absence, grew heartily sick of the war • 
and during the period of inactivity signified to the English 
his desire of negotiation. As a security against deception 
Colonel Smith insisted that he should first separate his 
troops from those of Hyder. But in the mean time the 
period of operations returned; and the English com
mander, now respectably reinforced, marched towards the 
enemy, who in the month of December had taken the 
field on the further side of Velore. The two armies met, 
and came to action, between Amboor and Wanumbaddy, 
when Hyder and his ally were defeated, and fled to Cavery- 
patnam. This disaster quickened the decision of the Nizam, 
who now lost not any time in separating his troops from 
the Mysoreans, and commencing his negotiation with the 
English. A treaty was concluded between the Subahdar, 
the Nabob, and the English, in February, 1/08 ; by which 
the titles of the Nabob, and the grants which ho had re-

1 “ With s'.me advantage" means the entire defeat of the allies, with u lose 
of uhviit 4000 men, 0-t guns, and a large quantity of military store*. Tho 
Kl/mn. immediately after the lmttle, withdrew from the scene of action, and 
Hvdcr fell back within his own frontier. Wllka ii. 41.—W.
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Xs^ B H ^ w e r o  confirmed ; the former conditions respecting ROOK TV. 
the Northern Circars were renewed; the dewannee, or chap. viii. 
rovonues in other words the government of tlm Carnatic 
Bfflagaut, a country possessed by Hydor, was in name con- ” 67. 
signed to the English, subject to a payment of seven lacks 
per annum to the Nizam, and the tribute or chout to the 
Mahrattus • the English agreed to assist the Nizam with 
two battalions of Sepoys, and six pieces of cannon, as 
often as required ; and the tribute due to the Nizam for 
the Circars was reduced from nine lacks perpetual, to 
seven lacks per annum, for the space of six years.1

The victory gained over the united forces of the allies, 
aud thoir final separation by treaty, elevated the Madras 
government to a high tone of ambition. They resolved 
not only to carry thoir arms into Mysore, but to make the 
conquest and acquisition of the country. They pressed 
Mohammed All to join the army, that the war might as 
far as possible appear to be his. “They pompously ” (as 
the Directors afterwards reproached them) “ appointed 
him Phousdar of Mysore,” and afterwards accused him, 
for accepting that very title, “ of an insatiable desire of 
extending his dominions.” 2 To bring the conduct of the

1 C o l le c t io n  o f  T r e a t ie s  ( p r i n t e d  1 s  1 J ; .  p .  3(14, 3 7 1 .  T h e  P r e s id e n t ;-  h e ld  
u p  to  t h e  D ir e c t o r s  t l io  n e c e s s i ty  ofsu j< | o r i i n g  t h e  N iz a m , a s  a  b a r r ie r  a ; j ' .n s t  
t h e  M a h r a t tu s  a  p o lit  y  o f  w h ic h  t h e  l.'irc.. to r s  e n t i r e l y  d is a p p ro v e  .1. l .c n u 'i l  
L e t t e r ,  I Oth M a r c h , 17(18 ; l i f i h  K e p n r t ,  S e c r e t  C o m m itt e e .  1 7 * 1 ,  A p p e n d ix  
N o . 6 . b e e  to o  u l e t t e r ,  13 th  M a y ,  17f»8, K o iis 's  A p p e n d ix ,  p . 6 1 7 ,  m  w h ic h  
t h e  c o n n e x io n  w it h  th e  2s i/.am is  s t r  “  I t  i
‘ • fo r  t h e  C o m p a n y  t o  L ik e  t h e  p a r t  o l u m p ir e s  > n 'I n d o s ta u . It it hud n -t 
b e e n  fo r  t h e  im p r u d e n t  m e a s u r e *  y o u  h a v e  t a k e n ,  th e  c o u n t r y  p .m .-m  a .m id  
h a v e  fo r m e d  a  b a la n c e  o f  p o w e r  a m o n g  t h e m s e lv e s .  W o  w is h  t> m v  t h e  I n d ia n  
V rin c-ea r e w  t in  a s  a  c h e c k  u p o n  o n e  a n o th e r ,  w ith o u t  o a r  in t e r f e r i n g . ” -  I h o y  
,  j ,  in , r t .v l\  , “  W it h  r e s p e c t  to  th e  N iz a n .  m id  l i y d e r  A l i . i t  i . - m r  in te r e s t  
♦  w  n e it h e r  o f  th e m  .sh o u ld  be t o t a l ly  c r u s h e d .”  T o  t h e  s a m e  p u rp . • « ;
1  M Q  111  a n o t h - r  le t t e r ,  d a t e d  17 th  M a r c h ,  17 6 9 , a l t e r  t e l l i n g  th e  M in im s  

id  n o  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  a b o v e  I n j u n c t io n s ,  a u d  t o  t h e  
P r e s id e n t . w a 3 l0  t h e  stunt: e f fe c t ,  o f  u l l  t h e  in s t r u c t io n s  o f  t h e ir  c m -
w h o le  te n  ir* „  j t  ^  w ith  t h e  u t m o s t  a n x ie t y  a n d  d is p le a s u r e  tim e w e  m  o 
plovers, t h e y  s a y . _ t r e a t y  w n i ,  th e  S u b a h ,  b y  w h ic h  l ie  c e d e s  to  t l .c  C o m -
t h e  t c n t l i  a r t i v _ f  t i,e  C a r n a t ic  l l a l u g h a u t ;  a  m e a s u r e  so  to ta l ly  r e p u g -  
p a n y t h e  D o w  a  a u (i  r e p e a t e d  o r d e r s ,  n o t  to  e x t e n d  o u r  p o ss e ss io n s
l im it  t o  o u r  m o st  P  _ O u r  d is p le a s u r e  l ie r o .i t  is  a g g r a v a t e d ,  b y  th e  d is -
In iy o n d  t h e  C a r n a  • • • • t jie s e  a f fa ir s  a r e  r e p r e s e n t e d  to  u s  in  y o u r  m l-  
in g b o u o n s  tn a u n e  o p in io n  o n  t h e  p a s s io n  o f  t h e ir  s e r v a n t s  fo r
v ic e s .  I h e y  c x p r c .  • tI(C llttt.ive p o w e r s .  •• W e  c a n n o t  ta k e  a  v ie w  o f  
in te r f e r m ij  e x t e n  ^  c 0 lB m e m 'e m e n t o f  y o u r  n e g o t ia t io n  f o r 't h e  C ir c a r s ,  
y o u r  c o n d u i t ,  ft u i«ar>n rob*e'< 'ii; a n d  w h e n  w e  a c t  t h e  o p u le n t  f o r tu n e s ,  
» l l t e u U l w , t P o n j « d a W ^ t , j l r h 0  ^  , h>,  K , „  d ,  „

s u d d e n ly  :»c *iu -i» i  y , . .  . | , e  p Ub l ic  o p in io n . t h a t  t h e  m « c  n e p - t ia t io n a ,

<„ # 6  « «  ««
"“f u n S ? ' to  U o v o r n o r  a n d  C o u n c i l  o f  M « d r ,« , 1 7 th  

M a r c h ,  17(*9.
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lifyQR lV. war still more under the control of the Presidency, they
riiA!-. vin. sent to tile army two members of council, as field depu-
—------ ties, without whose concurrence no operations should be

1109. carried on. These members compelled the commander of 
tho troops to renounce his own scheme of operations, that 
he might act offensively against Mysore. The English 
army, however, too feeble for the enterprise, acted without 
energy; and the summer of 1768 passed in unavailing 
movements and diminutive attempts. Hyder, the newness 
of whose government could not long dispense with his 
presence, was well inclined to postpone his struggle with 
the English, and made in September an overture towards 
peace. It was received, however, with great haughtiness 
by the Presidency, whose persuasion of the weakness of 
their enemy, and hopes of a speedy conquest of his realm, 
it only tended to increase and inflame. In the mean timo 
Hyder was by no means inattentive to the war. He took 
the considerable fort of Mulwaggle; and gained some ad
vantages over Colonel Wood, who attempted in vain to 
recover the place. The Presidency, dissatisfied with tho 
progress of the war under Colonel Smith, who was highly 
exasperated by the control of the field deputies, recalled 
that respectable officor; and Mohammed Ali, whom they 
had in somo measure forced to join the army, but who 
was now unwilling to leave it, they commanded, under 
pain of deprivation, to return. The army became weak 
and despondent through sickness and desertion. Hyder 
displayed increasing vigour. He attacked Colonel Wood, 
who was unable to save his baggage. Before the cud of 
the year ho iiad recovered all the conquered districts; and 
in January, 1769, carried his usual ravages into tho Carna
tic. He penetrated into tho district of Trichinopoly ; and 
detached one of his Generals into tho provinces of Madura 
and Tinivelly, which he plundered and laid waste. The 
English army wore unprovided with horse, and could 
neithor overtake the march of Hyder, nor interrupt his 
devastations. No part of the southern division of tho 
Carnatic escaped his dostiuctive ravages, exoept tho do
minions of the Raja of Tanjore, who saved himself hy a 
timely accommodation, and whose alliance Hyder was ' 
solicitous to gain. Colonol Smith was ugain placed at tho 
lo ud of tho English forces, und by judicious movements

KMfi (c tJ  7  HISTORY OF BRITISH INDIA. f )  [  j



wSitewd tho operations of Hyder. Ho evon interposed HOOK IV. 
with dexterity a detachment between Hyder and his own c h a v , v m - 
country which was of the less importance, however, to 
that warrior, as he drew his resources from tho country m
■which he fought. . , , ...

Hyder now meditated a stroke, which he executed with 
great felicity and address. Sending all his heavy baggage • 
and collected plunder home from Pondicherry, winch 
during this incursion ho had twice visited to confer with 
the French, ho drew the English army, by a series of art
ful movements, to a considerable distance from Madras, 
when, putting himself at the head of 6000 cavalry, and 
performing a march of 120 miles in a space of three days, 
he appeared suddenly en the mount of San Thome, in the 
immediate vicinity of the English capital. From this he 
dispatched a message to tho Governor, requiring that a 
negotiation for peace should be immediately opened ; and 
that in the mean tiruo the approach of tho army in tho 
field should be forbidden. The Presidency wero struck 
■with consternation. The fort might undoubtedly have 
held out till the arrival of Smith ; but the open town, 
with its riches, tho adjacent country, and the garden 
houses of the President and Council, would have boon 
ravaged and destroyed. The Presidency wore now seriously 
inclined to peace ; and notwithstanding tho unfavourable
ness of their situation, they agreed to negotiate upon 
Hydor’s terms. A treaty was concluded on tho 4th of 
April, 1769, consisting of two grand conditions: first., o 
mutual restitution of conquests, including the cession to 
Hyder of a small district, which had formerly boon out off' 
from the Mysorean dominions ; and secondly, mutual aid,
and alliance in defensive wars.

The disasters of the war in the Carnatic, with tho dis
orders which pervaded the government of Bengal, excited 
the most violent apprehensions in the Company, and 
reduced sixty per cent, the price of East Jm ha Stock.
The treaty with Hyder was the bed on winch the lesenl- 
ments of the Directors sought to repose. It is very ob
servable. however, that their letters on this subject abound 
much more with terms of vague and general reproach, 
than with any clear designation of mischief to winch the 
conditions of the treaty were calculated to give birth.

( ! ( f )! (fiT
DICTATES THE TEEMS OF A PEACE. i



BOOK'IV. They accuse the Presidency of irresolution and incapacity; 
^cnxriix . and tell them that by the feebleness with which they had

------ — carried on the war, and the pusillanimity with which they
1709. k a(j  m a ( ] e  peace a t  the dictation of an enemy, “  they had 

laid a foundation for the natives of Hindustan to think 
they may insult the Company at pleasure with impunity.” 
Yet they pretended not, that a mutual renunciation of con
quests was not better than a continuation of the war ; or 
that the vain boast of driving Hyder’s light cavalry from 
the walls of Madras would not have been dearly pur
chased with the ravage of the city of Madras and the 
surrounding country. The Presidency affirm that they 
“ were compelled to make peace for want of money to wage 
war.” 1 And the only imprudent article of the treaty, in 
which, however, there was nothing of humiliation or in
consistency with the train of the Company’s policy, was 
the reciprocation of military assistance; because of this 
the evident tendency (a circumstance, however, which 
seemed not ever to be greatly deprecated,) was, to embroil 
them with other powers.2

CHAPTER IX

Public opinion in  England.— Proceedings in  the India  House 
and in  Parliament.— Plan o f Supervisors.—Plan o f a 
King's Commissioner.— Increase o f pecuniary Difficulties. 
— Dividend raised.— Company unable to meet their Obli
gations.— Parliamentary Inquiry.— Ministerial relief.—  

A n Act, which changes the Constitution o f the Company. 
— Tendency o f the Change.— Financial and Commercial 
State.

ff'HE affairs of the Company excited various and confliot- 
I  ing passions in England, and gave rise to measures of 
more than ordinary importance. The act of parliament 
having expired which limited the amount of dividend in

' I.ettorn to the Court of Directors, 28rJ March, 1770; Rous's App. p. 1415. 
3 lo r  these trunsaellous, IiesHes the printed official document-, the well, 

informed, but not impartial author, of the History an*l Management of tho 
Ka n India Company, has been, with cantlon, followed, together with Ih.b- 
•cn'.-i Lift of Ilyder All, corrected from authentic MSS. by Mr. Omit —M.

\ more authentic and accurate account is lo he found In Col. Wilks's His
torical Sketches of the South of India.—VV.

V 3i§|> ) ■) HISTORY OF BRITISH INDIA. I



( i f f O )  ( c i
\ - \  € 2 ? /  • /  DIVIDEND RESTRICTED. ^

\^J^.Vd5re Directors exclaimed against a renewal of the BOOK IV. 
restriction, as transferring the powers of the Company to chap. ix.
Parliament, subverting the privileges of their charter, a n d ---------
rendering insecure the property of every commercial and l763- 
corporate body in the kingdom. They even presented to 
Parliament a petition, in which these arguments were 
Vehemently enforced; and so well by this time were they 
represented in that assembly, that a sufficiency of orators 
Was not wanting, who in both Houses supported their 
claims. Opposite views, notwithstanding, prevailed; and 
an act was passed to prevent the increase of the devi- 
dend beyond ten per cent, till the 1st day of February,
1769.

Before the expiration of this term, the Company, who 
were anxious to evade the question respecting the public 
claim to the sovereignty of the Indian territory, very assi
duously negotiated with the minister a temporary arrange
ment. After a great deal of conference and correspondence, 
an act was passed, in April, 1769, to the following effect:
That the territorial revenues in India should be held by the 
Company for five years to come ; that in consideration of 
this benefit they should pay into the exchequer 400,000?. 
every year; that, if the revenues allowed, they might in
crease tho dividend, by augmentations not exceeding ono 
per cent, in one year, to twelve and a half per cent.; that 
if, on the other hand, the dividend should fall below ten 
per cent., the payment into the exchequer should obtuiu a 
proportional reduction, and entirely txuso if the dividend 
should declino to six per cent. ; that the Company should, 
during each year of the term, export British merchumliso, 
exclusive of naval and military stores, to the amount of 
380 837?.' and that when they should have paid thoir 
simple contract debts bearing interest, and reduced their 
bonded debt to an equality with their loans to government, 
they should add to these loans the surplus of their receipts 
at an interest of two per cent.' This agreement between 
the public and the Company was mado, it is obvious, upon 
the same supposition, that oi a great surplus revenue, upon 
which succeeding a g r e e m e n t s  have been made, and with the 
Bame result.

In the meantime, the grievous failure iu the annual trea- 
> Act 9, Geo. n i .  c. 24.
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BOOIv IV. aures, which they had been so confidently promised ; and 
chap. ix. y?hich, with all the credulity of violent wishes, they had 

~  so fondly and confidently promised themselves : excited, 
both in the Company, and in the nation, the most vehement 
complaints against the managers in India, to whose mis
conduct was ascribed the disappointment of hopes which 
no conduct could have realized.1 A grand investigation 
and reform were decreed. And for the performance, after 
great consultation, it was resolved: That three persons 
should be chosen, whoso acquaintance with Indian affairs, 
and whose character for talents, diligence, and probity, 
should afford the best security for the right discharge of 
so important a tru s t; and that they should be sent out, 
in the name and with the character of Supervisors, and 
with powers adapted to the exigence of the case. Mr. 
Vansittart, the late Governor of Bengal, Mr. Scrafton, and 
Colonel Ford, were recommended as the three commis
sioners ; and it was proposed to invest them with almost 
all the powers which the Company themselves, if present 
in India, would possess ; a power of superseding the opera
tions and suspending the authority of the Presidents and 
Councils, of investigating every department of the servico 
and establishing such regulations as the interests of the 
Company might seem to require. The scheme was indeed 
opposed w^th great vehemence by all those who favoured 
the persons now invested with the governing powers in 
India; by all those who had any pique against the indivi
duals proposed j and by all those who disliked the accumu
lation of exorbitant authority in a small number of hands- 
But though they formed no inconsiderable party, the 
disappointment of the golden dreams of the Proprietors 
prevailed in the General Court; and supervisors with 
extraordinary powers, it was resolved, wore the very 
remedy which the maladies of the Indian government 
required.

But the pretensions of the ministry again interfered. 
Not only was the legality disputed of the commission by

i Til© manner in which Clivo, to enhance the merit of bis own serv ices, 
had puffed the importance of tlio Indian territory, ami inflamed the hopes of 
treasure which it was 10 produce, misled the Company. The perpetually re- 
currimr interests of their servants to delude them with these hopes, and their
Lrpetual readiness to IkiIIoyc fluttering accounts, has been a perennial foun- 

n of nongovernment.
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■ ..which the supervisors were appointed ; but a share was BOOK 1 vi 
claimed in the government of India, which the Directors chap. i i . 
regarded with alarm and abhorrence. As an accession to — ——  
their power and influence in India, which they imagined 1769' 
Would be of the utmost importance, they had applied to 
government for two ships of the line, and some frigates- 
No aversion to this proposition was betrayed by the mi
nistry ; but when the Company were elated with the hopes 
which a compliance was calculated to inspire, they wero 
suddenly informed that the naval officer whom the Crown 
should appoint to command in India, must be vested with 
full powers to adjust all maritime affairs; to transact with 
the native princes ; and, in short, to act the principal part 
in the offensive and defensive policy of the country. The 
Directors represented this proposal as affecting the honour, 
aud the very existence of the Company. The General 
Court was adjourned from time to time to afford sufficient 
space for the consideration of so important a subject; and 
the Proprietors were entreated to consider the present 
moment as the very crisis of their fate ; and to devote to 
the question a proportional share of their attention. To 
vest the officers of the Crown in India with powers inde
pendent of the Company, was in reality, they said, to 
extrude tho Company from the government; to lay the 
foundation of endless contests between the servants of the 
King and those of tho Company ; and to prepare the ruin 
of the national interest in that part of tho world; if tho 
Company were incapable of maintaining their territorial 
acquisitions, to surrender them to the powers of tho 
country, upon terms advantageous t.o their commerce, was 
better, it was averred, than to lie at tho mercy of a minis
ter ; and the fatal effects of the interference of the servants 
of the Crown in the affairs of a Company, formed for up
holding a beneficial intercourse with India, wore illustrated 
by contrasting the ruin of the French East India Company, 
the affairs of which the ministers of the French King had 
so officiously controlled, with the prosperity of tho Dutch 
East India Company, the affairs of which had boon left en
tirely to themselves. The grand argument, on the other 
side, was furnished by Clivo aud the Directors thomselvos; 
who bad used so many and such emphatical terms to im
press a belief that the unprosperous state of their govern-



ment was wholly produced by the rapacity and misconduct 
ciiap. ix. of those who conducted it in India. In the first place, the
---------  authority of a King’s officer was held up as an indispensable

1769. security against the vices of the Company’s servants ; and 
in the next place the dignity of the master whom he served 
was represented as necessary to give majesty to the nego
tiations which a company of merchants might be required 
to conduct with the potentates of India’.1 After long and 
acrimonious debates, the powers demanded for an officer of 
the Crown were condemned in a Court of Proprietors; and 
the ministers were not disposed to enforce, by any violent 
procedure, the acceptance of their terms. The Company 
would agree to sanction the interference of the officer com
manding the ships of the King only within the Gulf of 
Persia, where they were embroiled with some of the neigh
bouring chiefs ; the demand of two ship3 of the line for the 
Bay of Bengal was suspended ; and the legal objection to 
the commission of the supervisors was withdrawn. In 
this manner, at the present conjuncture, was the dispute 
between the Government and the Company compromised. 
Two frigates, beside the squadron for the Gulf of Persia  ̂
were ordered upon Indian service. In one of them the 
supervisors took their passage. Their fate was remarkable. 
The vessel which carried them never reached her port; 
nor was any intelligence of her or her passengers ever 
received.

Mr. Cartier assumed the government of Bengal at the 
beginning of the year 1770.

' These debates aro reported in various periodical publications of the time.
A good abstract of them is presented in the Animal Register for 17G'J. a  
variety of pamphlets was produced by tho dispute; of tho.se which have como 
under tho author's Inspection, the following arc the titles ot the more re
markable: “ An Address to the Proprietors of India Stock, showing, from 
the political St.dc of Irxii< t in. the Necessity of sending Commissioners to 
regulate mid direct their Aifnirs abroad; and likewise _tnc Expediency of 
joining a Servant of Government in the Commission. 1 rintcu for b. Bladen 
in Paternoster Itow. 1769;" “ A 1.otter to tho Proprietors of hast India Stock, 
containing a brief Relation of the Negotiations with Government, from the 
Year 17G7 to the present Time, respecting tho Company b Acquisitions in 
India, together with some Considerations <-n the principal Ilans for Adjur ting 
tli" Mutters in dispute, which have been discussed in the General Court of 
Proprietors. Printed for B. White, at Horace's Head, in Fleet Street, I7M 
“ A letter to the Proprietors <•! In d ia  Stock, containing a Reply to sonm In
sinuation? in a n  olc> P h o p k ik t o k 's L ettjeu  t o  t h b  I’h o c u ie t o iu  on the 13th 
Inst relative to the Ballot of that Dav. Printed for W. NJchoU. No. 61, St.
H. m ■■ Church Yard. 17GD;" “ A U tter to the Proprietors of E. I. Stock, 
hj Governor Johnstorc Printed for W. Nicholl, 17(19;” “ A Letter to the 
Proprietors of hast India Stock, relative to some Propositions intended to be 
niovd at the next General Court, ou Wednesday tho I'2th of July.” Printed 
as above, 17G9.
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•«%̂ fir8t yearof his administration was distinguished by BOOK IV. 
®he of those dreadful famines which so often afflict the cn.\r. ix .
provinces of India ; a calamity by which more than a third —------
°f the inhabitants of Bengal were computed to have been 177°-
destroyed.1

On the 10th of March, 1770, tho Nabob Syef ad Dowla 
died of tho small-pox; and his brother Mubarek ad Dowla 
a minor, was appointed to occupy his station. Tho Pre
sident and Council made with him the same arrangements, 
and afforded tho same allowance for the support of his 
family and dignity, as had been established in tho time of 
his predecessor. But this agreement was condemned in 
very unceremonious terms by the Directors. “ When we 
advert, say they, “ to the encomiums you have passed on 
your own abilities and prudence, and on your attention to 
the Company’s interest (in the expostulations you have 
thought proper to make on our appointment of commis
sioners to superintend our general affairs in India), we 
cannot but observe with astonishment, that an event of so 
much importauce as tho death of the Nabob Syef al Dowla, 
and the establishment of a successor in so great a degree 
of non-age, should not have been attended with those 
advantages for tho Company, which such a circumstance 
offered to your view. Convinced, os wo are, that an allow
ance of sixteen lacks per annum will be sufficient for the 
support of the Nabob’s state and rank, while a minor, wo 
must consider every addition thereto as so much to be 
Wasted ou a herd of parasites and sycophants, who will 
continually surround him; or at least bo hoarded up, a 
consequence still more pernicious to the Company. You 
are, therefore, during the non-age of the Nabob, to reduce 
his annual stipend to sixteen lacks of rupees.” 2

By the last regulations of the Directors, the inland trade 
in salt, betel-nut, and tobaooo, was reserved to the natives, 
and Europeans were exclude! from it. By a letter of theirs, 
however, dated the 23d of March, 1770, it was commanded 
to be laid open to all pors-ms, Europeans as well as natives, 
but without any privileges to their countrymen or servants 
beyond what were enjoyed by natives and other subjects-

1 Letter of the Governor oml Council to the Directors, 3rd Nov. 1772.
* Gyncrul Letter to liengal, lOUi April, 1771.
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BOOTT'IV. —These regulations were promulgated on the 12th of De- 
c ii a p . ix. cember.
— ——  In the meantime financial difficulties were every day

177i* becoming more heavy and oppressive. On the 1st of 
January, 1771, when the President and Council at Fort 
William had received into their treasury 95,43,855 current 
rupees, for which they had granted bills on the Court of 
Directors, the cash remaining in it was only 35,42,701 ru 
pees. At the same period the amount of bond debts in 
Bengal was 612,628?. And at the beginning of the following 
year it had swelled to 1,039,478?.

Notwithstanding the intelligence which the Directors 
had received of the inadequacy of their revenues, and the 
accumulation of their debts in all parts of India ; and not
withstanding their knowledge of the great amount of bills 
drawn upon them, for which they were altogether unable 
to provide, they signalized their rapacity on the 26th of 
September, 1770, by coming to a resolution for recommend
ing it to the General Court, to avail themselves of the per
mission accorded in the late Act, by making a dividend at 
the rate of twelve per cent, per annum. The approbation 
of the General Court was unanimous. On the 14th of 
March and 25th of September, 1771, it was resolved, by the 
Court of Directors, to recommend to the General Court an 
augmentation of the dividend to six and a quarter per cent, 
for the six months respectively ensuing: approved in the 
General Court, by ninety-four voices against five in the 
first instance, and three hundred and seventy-four against 
thirty in the second. On the 17th of March, 1772, the 
Directors again resolved to recommend a dividend of six 
and a quarter per cent, for the current half year, which the 
Court of Proprietors in a similar manner confirmed.

Those desperate proceedings hurried the affairs of the 
Company to a crisis. On the 8th of July, on an estimate 
of cash for the next three months, that is, of the payments 
falling due, and the cash and receipts which were appli
cable to meet them, there appeared a deficiency of no less 
than 1,293,000?. On the 15th of July the Directors wore 
reduced to the necessity of applying to the Bank for a loan 
of 400,000?. On (lie 29th of July they applied to it for an 
additional loan of 300,000/., of which the Bank was pre
vailed upon to advance only 200,000?, And, on the 10th



Of August the Chairman and Deputy waited upon the BOOK IV. 
Minister, to represent to him the deplorable state of the chap. ■ 
Company, and the necessity of being supported by a loan - “
of at least one million from the public.1

The glorious promises which had been so confidently 
made of unbounded riches from India, their total failure, 
the violent imputations of corrupt and erroneous conduct 
Which the Directors and the agents of their government 
mutually cast upon one another, had, previous to this dis
closure raised a great ferment in the nation, the most 
violent suspicions of extreme misconduct on the part of 
the Company and their servants, and a desire for some 
effectual interference on the part of the Legislature. In 
the King's speech, on the 21st of January, at the opening 
of the preceding session, it had been intimated that one 
branch of the national concerns which, “ as well from re
moteness of place, as from other circumstances, was pecu
liarly liable to abuses, and exposed to danger, might stand 
in need of the interposition of the Legislature, and require 
new laws, either for supplying defects or remedying dis
orders.” On the 30th of March a motion was mado by the 
Deputy-Chairman for leave to bring in a Bill for the better 
regulation of the Company’s servants, and for improving 
the administration of justico in India. The grand evil of 
which the Directors complained was the want of powers to 
inflict upon their servants adequate punishment either for 
disobedience of orders, or any other species of misconduct.
The Charter of Justices, granted in 1703, empowered the 
Mayor's Court of Calcutta, which it converted into a Court 
of Record, to try all civil suits arising between Europeans, 
within the town or factory of Calcutta, or the factories do- 
pendent upon it: it also constituted the President and 
Council a Court of Record, to receive and determine appeals 
from the Mayors ; it further erected them into Justices of 
the Peace with power to 1 i old quarter sessions ; aud into 
Commissioners of oyer and terminer, and general gaol-deli
very, for the trying and punishing of all offences, high 
treason excepted', committed within the limits of Calcutta 
and its dependent factories. This extent of jurisdiction, 
measured by the sphere of the Company's possessions at

i F0r thn details ami docum ents relative to tills ruri.m* l >rt o f the history  
o f llic  Com pany, sto  the Kighlli Keport of the Com mittee ^ o t c  y , * 7 <3 .
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B p O itIT l tlie time when it was assigned, deprived them of all powers 
chap. ix. of juridical coercion with regard to Europeans over the
----------  wide extent of territory of which they now acted as the

1772. sovereigns. They possessed, indeed, the power of suing or 
prosecuting Englishmen in the Courts of Westminster; 
but under the necessity of bringing evidence from India, 
this was a privilege more nominal than real.

One object, therefore, of the present bill was to obtain 
authority for sending a chief justice with some puisne 
judges, and an attorney-general, according to the model of 
the Courts of England, for the administi*ation of justice 
throughout the territory of the Company.

The next object was, the regulation of the trade. The 
author of the motion, the Deputy Chairman of the Com
pany, represented it  as a solecism in politics, and mon
strous in reason, “ that the governors of any country 
should he merchants j and thus have a great temptation 
to become the only merchants, especially in those articles 
which were of most extensive and necessary consumption 
and on which, with the powers of government, unlimited 
profits might be made.” It was, therefore, proposed that 
tho Governors and Councils, and the rest of the Company’s 
servants, should be debarred from all concom in trade.
But it neither occurred to the Deputy Chairman, nor was 
it  pressed upon his notice by any other member of the 
legislative body, that the argument against the union of 
trade and government was equally conclusive, applied to 
tho Company, as applied to their servants; to those who 
held the powers of government in the first instance, as to 
those who held them by delegation and at will.

It was in the debate upon this motion that Lord Clive 
made tho celebrated speech, in which he vindicated his 
own conduot against the charges to which, as well from 
authority as from individuals, it had been severely exposed.
He spared not tho character oither of his fellow-servants, 
or of tho Directors. “ I attribute the present situation of 
our affairs,” ho said, “ to four causes; a relaxation of 
government in my successors : great neglect on the part of 
administration ; notorious misconduct on the part of tho 
Directors ; and the violent and outrageous proceedings of 
general courts.” To hoar his account, no one would be
lieve that any creature who had over had any thing to do

■ e°<Sx
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»  much easier for him, however, to prove that his ™»r. ix. 
conduct was liable to no peculiar blame than that it was 
entitled to extraordinary applause. With great audacity, 
both military and political, fortunately adapted to the 
scene in which he acted, and with considerable skill in the 
adaptation of temporary expedients to temporary exigen
cies he had no capacity for a comprehensive scheme, in
cluding any moderate anticipation of the future ; and it 
was tho effect of his shortsighted regulations, and of the 
unfounded nnd extravagant hopes he had raised, with 
which the Company were now struggling on the verge of 
ruin, and on account of which the conduct both of them  
and of their servants was exposed to far more than its duo 
share of obloquy and condemnation.

The suspicions of the nation were now sufficiently roused 
to produce a general demand for investigation ; and on the 
13th of April a motion was made and carried in the House 
of Commons for a select Committee to gratify the public 
desire. The hill which had been introducted by the De
puty Chairman was thrown out on the second reading, to 
afford time for the operations of the Committee, and par
liament was prorogued on the 10 of June.

During the recess, took place the extraordinary disclo
sure of tho deficiency of the Company’s funds, thoir solici
tation of loans from tho Bank, and their application for 
support to the Minister. lie  received their proposals with 
coldness ; and referred them to parliament. That assem- 
blv was convened on the 20th of November, much earlier, 
as the King from the throno informed them, than had been 
otherwise intended, to afford them au opportunity of tak
ing cognizance of the present condition of the East India 
Company. The Minister had already come to tho resolu
tion of acceding to the request of the Directors ; it there
fore suited his purpose to affirm that how great soever the 
existing embarrassment, it was only temporary ; and a 
Committee of Secrecy was appointed, as the most effectual 
and expeditious method for gaming that knowledge of 
the subject from which it was proper that the measures 
of parliament should originate.

Among the expedients which the urgency of their affairs 
bail dictated to the Company, a new commission of super-



vision had been resolved upon during the recess; and sis 
c h a p . ix. gentlemen were selected for that important service. .The 

measure, however, was not approved by the ministry; and 
17/"‘ on the 7th of December, the Committee of Secrecy pre

sented a report, stating, that notwithstanding the financial 
difficulties of the Company, they were preparing to send 
out a commission of supervisors at a great expense, and 
that, in the opinion of the Committee, a bill ought to be 
passed to restrain them from the execution of that pur
pose for a limited time. The introduction of this bill 
excited the most vehement remonstrances on the part of 
the Company, and of those by whom their cause was sup
ported in the two houses of parliament. It was asserted 
to be a violation of property, by curtailing the powers 
which the Company possessed by charter of managing 
their own affairs ; and all the evils which can arise from 
shaking the security of property were held up in their 
most alarming colours to deter men from .approbation of 
the threatened restraint. The Company’s claims of pro
perty, however, so frequently, during the whole course of 
their history, brought to oppose the interposition of par
liament in their affairs, proved of as little force upon 
this as upon other occasions ; and their privileges, they 
were told, to which the term property, in its unlimited 
sense, could not without sophistry be applied, were in
sufficient to set aside that for which all property is 
created—the good of the community; now in one im
portant article so formidably threatened in their mis
managing hands.

After this decisive act of control, the next ostensible 
proceeding was the petition for a loan, presented by the 
Company to parliament on the Oth day of March. The 
propositions urged by the Directors were : t hat they should 
receive a loan of 1,500,000/. for four years, at four per cent, 
interest; that they should make no dividend of more than 
six per cent, per annum until the loan should he reduced 
to 750,000/. ; that the dividend in that event should rise 
to eight per cent.; that the surplus of receipts above dis
bursements in England should ho applied to the reduct ion 
of the Company’s bond debts to 1,500,000/.; that after 
such reduction, the surplus should be divided equally 
between the public aud the Company ; and that the Com-
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P&nf should be released from payment of the annual BOOK IV. 
400,0001' to the public, for the remainder of the five years chat, 
specified in the former agreement, and from the payments —  
to which they were bound in consequence of the late acts 
for the indemnity on teas. In lieu of these, the following 
ing were the propositions offered by the Minister : to lend 
the Company 1,400,000*. at an interest of four per cent. ; 
to forego the claim of 400,000* a-year from the territorial 
revenue till that debt is discharged; to restrict them from 
making any dividend above sis per cent, till that discharge 
is accomplished, and from making any dividend above 
seven per cent, till their bond debt is reduced to 1,500,000* ; 
after that reduction to receive from them, in behalf of the 
public, three-fourths of the surplus receipts at home, the 
remaining fourth being appropriated either for the further 
reduction of the bond debt, or the formation of a fund to 
meet contingent exigencies ; and, under these conditions, 
to permit the territorial acquisitions to remain in their 
possession for six years, the unexpired term of their 
charter.

The Company treated these conditions as harsh, arbi
trary, and illegal; petitioned against them in the strongest 
terms ; and were supported with great vehemence of lan
guage by their own friends, and the enemies of the Minis
ter, in both houses of parliament. The restriction of the 
dividend after payment of the debt, the exaction oi' so 
great a proportion of the surplus receipts, and in particular 
the appropriation even of that part which it was proposed 
to leave as their own, they arraigned as a violent dispos al 
of their property without their own consent, equalling the 
most arbitrary acts of the most despotical governments, 

s it in g  a precedent which lessened the security of 
ovorv right of a British subject. These considerations, 
however°vehemently urged, pi educed but little effect: the 
ministerial influence was predominating; the Company 
were odious; and it was fed, perhaps, rather than dis
tinctly seen, that the rules of individual property were not 
applicable, without great restrictions, to an^artificial body, 
whose proceedings were of such magnitude «  do ply to 
affect the interests of the nation at large. Of all these 
pretensions, however, that which seemed most to alarm 
the Company was the claim now distinctly assorted by
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Xx̂ OOEilVC the government to the territorial acquisitions; and though 
cnAp. ix. a definitive discussion was still waved by the Minister, the
--------- Company expostulated against the limitation of their pos-

1778- session to six years, as involving in  it  a decision of the 
question at issue.

A more important exercise of power over thoir affairs 
was still meditated by the M inister; an entire change in 
the constitution of the Company. On the 3rd of May, he 
introduced a series of propositions, as the foundation for 
a law, which should raise the qualification to vote in the 
Court of Proprietors from 500/. to 1000/., and give to every 
proprietor possessed of 3000/. two votes, possessed of 
6000/. three votes, and of 10,000/. four votes; which should 
change the annual election of the whole number of Direc
tors to that of six new ones, or one-fourth of the whole 
number each year; vest the government of Bengal, Bahar, 
and Orissa, in a governor-general, with a salary of 25,000/., 
and four councillors of 8000Z. each ; render the other Pre
sidencies subordinate to that of Bengal: establish at Cal
cutta a supreme court of judicature, consisting of a chief 
justice with 8000/. a-year, and three other judges each 
with 6000/. a-year, appointed by the Crown.

As subsidiary articles, it was proposed: that the first 
governor-general and councillors should be nominated by 
parliament in the act, and hold their office for five years, 
after which the patronage of those great offices should 
revert to the Directors, but still subject to the approba
tion of the Crown ; that every thing in the Company’s 
correspondence from India, which related to the civil or 
military affairs, to the government of the country, or the 
administration of the revenuos, should be laid before tho 
m inistry; that no person in the service, either of the King 
or of the Company, should be allowed to receive presents; 
and that the governor-general, the councillors, and judges, 
should bo excluded from all commercial profits and 
pursuits.

If the alarm and indignation of the Company, Directors, 
and Proprietors, woro excited before, that body wore now 
struck with the highest terror and resentment. They ex
claimed, that the very constitution was threatened with 
subversion, and tho rights conferred by ebartor treated as 
dust. They toudorod a direct application to the city of
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N ^ w a S ^ tv jo in  them with its influence in resisting a mea- BOOIMV. 
sfe '^ S io h  destroyed the principle on which its own pri- chap. ix. 
vfleges and those of every chartered body in the nation - -
depended; and threatened the very freedom of the people, 1" ̂  
both by setting a conspicuous and prolific example of the 
arbitrary violation of law, and by adding the whole of the 
revenue and government of India to the power aud influ
ence of the Crown. They represented, that by the clause 
which raised the qualification of the voters, about twelve 
hundred Proprietors were disfranchised ; violently, and 
without compensation, robbed of an important right, and 
excluded from all share, direct or indirect, in the manage
ment of their own immediate property: that by destroy
ing the annual election of Directors, those Trustees for 
the Company were placed above the control of their con
stituents, and vested with new powers to gratify their own 
ease or corruption, at the expense of those whose interests 
were lodged in their hands : that by reducing to a small 
number the votes of the Proprietors, the ministerial 
management of that body became more easy ; that, by 
rendering the situation of Director permanent for so great 
a number of years, under the incapacitation of the Pro
prietors either to punish or reward, and under tho great 
power of the Minister to do both, tho subserviency of the 
Court of Directors to all ministerial purposes was perfectly 
secured; and that, from theso sources combined, tho 
power of tho Minister over the Company was rendered 
hardly any thing inferior to absolute : that the whole 
government of tho settlements in India was taken from 
the Company, and, iu effect, transferred to tho Crown, by 
establishing a general presidency over all their affairs, of 
which the agents were iu the first instance named by par
liament and ever after, in reality, under the condition of 
its approbation, named by the Crown: and that, “ not
withstanding the Company were thus deprived of their 
franchise in the choice of their servants, by an unparal
leled strain of injustice and oppression, they wore com
pelled to pay such salaries as ministers might think tit to 
direct, to persons iu whose appomtmec t, approbation, or 
removal, the Company were to have no share.

1 M eun sc from th e East India Company to  tho Wight Hon. the Lord Mayor,
AtoOn h i. uni! .  omnium the c it y  of Loudon, in  Common C o u n cil n -  
Wimbled, dated ‘l i t l l  Muy, 1773.



BOOR 1Y. These considerations were frequently urged, with the 
ciiap. ix. utmost vehemence and asperity, in both assemblies of 
— 37—  Parliament. Every question, every clause, was warmly 

1 * 43* debated, and pressed to a division. The city of London, 
the Company themselves, and those stockholders who were 
deprived of their votes, presented strong and earnest peti
tions. In behalf of the Company and the disfranchised 
Proprietors, counsel, at their prayer, were heard. And 
two protests, couched in censorial language of extraor
dinary strength, obtained a numerous signature in the 
upper house.

All this opposition, however, and all this ferment were 
of little avail. The propositions of the ministry were all 
carried by great and decisive majorities, and being reduced 
into two acts, the one relating to the financial relief of tho 
Company, the other to the establishment of their new 
constitution, received the royal assent on the 21st of Juno 
and the 1st of July. The arrangements which concerned 
the business at home were appointed to commence from 
the 1st of October, 1773 ; those which concerned the foreign 
administration not till the 1st of August, 1774.1

Practical statesmen, so apt to assume to themselves tho 
monopoly of political wisdom, are commonly short-sighted 
legislators.

In one respect, the present experiment fulfilled the pur
pose very completely for which it was intended. It fol
lowed the current of that policy, which for many reasons 
has run with perfect regularity and considerable strength, 
diminishing the influence of numbers in affairs of govern
ment, and reducing things as much as possible to the oli
garchical state.

For the rest; it had not so much as a tendency to re
move the principal evils to which it pretended to find a 
remedy ; and it created some of the greatest magnitude 
which previously had no existence.

Tho evils in question were—I. Such as had their opera
tion in India ; and—II. Such as bod their operation in 
England.

I. Those which had their operation in India might all be 
ranked under two heads ; 1. The absorption of more than

1 See 13 Geo. I I I .  c. 03, and 13 Geo. II I . c. G4.
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Xtt^ 'i^ in u es by expense ; and 2. The plunder and oppres- BOOK IV. 
sion of the people. chap. ix.

The only parts of the new constitution which lrnd a ----------
direct influence upon the government in India were— 1773-
1- The new appointment and powers of the Governor- 
general and Council; and *2. The Supreme Court of Judi
cature.

1. The mode of appointing public functionaries’, and the 
extent of their power, distinct from the motives to good 
or evil conduct which operate upon them in the discharge 
of their functions, are evidently of no avail. Upon the 
Governor and Council in India the motives to evil con
duct, and the scope for its exercise, were, if not augmented 
by the new regulations, at any rate not impaired.1 As in
genuity may be challenged to refute this proposition, it 
follows, that from this branch of the arrangement no good 
was derived.2

2. Ihe Supreme Court of Judicature was intended to 
supply the limited powers of criminal jurisdiction, which 
in their ancient commercial capacity, had been committed 
to the Company. The terrors of law, brought nearer home 
to the inferior servants of the Company, and those who 
enjoyed their protection, might have restrained in some 
degree their subordinate oppressions. But it was easy to 
sco that the operations of the supreme functionaries in 
India must remain exempt from the control of the Supreme 
Court ; otherwise, that court became itself the government.
This consecpience was not oufticieutly foreseen ; and the 
vague and indefinite powers assigned to the judicatory, in
troduced immediately, between the Governor-general and

i They wero previously debarred from th e acceptance of presents, and the 
Governor from trade. BeUance for probity was placed, as it is  so commonly 
placed on the greatness of the salaries ; us if there was a point of saturation 
in  cupidity • as i f  the great power which great salaries confer was not t!io most efloetuul of all Instruments for the undue ucqubition of more, und tiie 
m ost effectual of all instruments for covering such acquisition from inquiry 
or punishm ent. In as fur, then, as the prospect of impunity is. a m otive, 
und it is one of the strongest, so l  r great salaries do not take from, they  
add to the temptations of corruption. Lven Burke, upon tills particular, 
remarked, that '’ ample salaries removed the necessity indeed, but by no 
means the inducem ents, to corruption and oppression.” See Ninth Report of 
th e S e le c t» omm itteo, 1781.

a That part of the regulations which subjected to the Bengal Council the 
other Presidencies in matters of peace and war with foreign .t i t e s  had some 
olivet, though not without drawbacks, in giving unity t> the in ter national 
proceedings of the Company. With the goodness or badness of the internal 
governm ent, it had uo connexion.

(f( l (f i l
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the Judges, those struggles which threatened the existence* 
^ ~ ~ c a jz i\ ix. of English authority.

~  So long, on the other hand, as the Governor-general and 
177S' Council remained exempt from the control of law, the

great' oppressors were safe ; and, from the community of 
interests, and the necessity of mutual compliance and 
mutual concealment, between the high offenders and tho 
low, impunity was pretty well secured to the class.

The grand source, however, of mischief to the natives, 
in the jurisprudential plan, was the unfortunate inatten
tion of its authors to the general principles of law, detached 
from its accidental and national forms. As the vulgar of 
every nation think their language the natural one, and all 
others arbitrary and artificial; so, a large mass of Eng
lishmen consider English law as the pure extract of reason, 
adapted to the exigencies of human nature itself; and are 
wholly ignorant that, for the greater part, it is arbitrary, 
technical, and ill-adapted to the general ends which it is 
intended to serve ; that it has more of singularity and 
less capacity of adaptation to the state of other nations 
than any scheme of law to be found in any other civilized 
country. The English law, which in general has neither 
definition nor words, to guide the discretion or circum
scribe the license of the Judge, presented neither rule nor 
analogy in cases totally altered by diversity of ideas, man
ners, and pre-existing rights ; and the violent efforts which 
were made to bend the rights of the natives to a confor
mity with the English laws, for the purpose of extending 
jurisdiction, and gratifying a pedantic and mechanical 
attachment to the arbitrary forms of tho Westminster 
courts, produced more injustice and oppression and excited 
more alarm, than probably was experienced, through the 
whole of its duration, from the previous imperfection of 
law and judicature.1

i H r. Burke, in the Ninth ltepurt o f tho Solcet Com m ittee, In 1783, save, 
“ T he detect in the institution seem ed to  be th is; th at no ru le was laid down, 
either in th e net or tiio charter, by which tho Court was tn Judge. N o de- 
8 -i] turns of offenders, ot ujHjoitb  o f delinquency, were properly ascertained, 
according to  the nature o f th e p lace, or to  the pro' alcnt m ode of abuse. Pro
vision  " n s made fur the adm inistration ol ju stice iu  th e  rem otest part of 
lU ndostnn, as if  it w ere a province in ft rent Britain. Y our (.'nmnditcu have 
long  had the constitution and conduct of th is C ourt before them , and they  
h are as yet been ab le to discover very lew instances (n ot one that appears to 
them  of leading Im portance) o f  relief g iven  to the natives against tho cor
ruptions or oppression* o f  B ritish subjects in pow er.—So far us your Cem -
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■India, the new effort in legislation performed no more CIIAP* IX- 
than this, it injured, rather than improved, the condition "
of both the Company and the natives. Against the govern- "  ‘ 
ment at home, the only objection, of any real moment, was 
its inefficiency as the ruling power to produce, by means 
of its servants a good government in India, or, what in 
this case was meant by good government, a large surplus 
of revenue or treasure to England, without oppression to 
the natives. The total change which was effected in the 
Constitution of the Company pretended to have for its 
E nd  the imj^rovement and perfection of the Company in 
that respect: and it employed as its whole and only 
Jfcans, dependence upon the Minister.

If the Minister had more knowledge of the affairs in 
India, more leisure to devote to their management, and 
inoie interest in their being well managed, this was an 
improvement. If ho had less knowledge, less leisure, 
and, far above all, if his interest was likely to be most 
promoted by that system of patronage which creates de
pendence, and which is at irreconeileablc enmity with the 
very principle of good government, the change was wholly 
the reverse. How dependence upon the Minister was to 
render the agonts of government more faithful and econo
mical stewards of the revenues in Indio, or loss disposed 
to accumulate wealth at the expense of the prostrate 
natives, it is not easy to make appear: in regard t»» re
sponsibility, or eventual punishment, the only caution 
was, to act in concert with the minister; and then they 
were out of all comparison more assured of impunity than 
before.

From dependence upon the Court of Proprietors, by 
annual elections, to render the Directors in a great degree 
independent of their constituents by elections in four 
years, gave them greater powers, and lienee motives, to 
pursue their own interests at the expense of the Pro
prietors ; but that it shoul1 increase their interest in the 
good government of India, and hence their motives for 
Exertion to procure it, is impossible.

luivu been ab l- to discover, the Court has ‘.von genera)!> u-rril !v b, 
t l ‘® native-;, ami lues d istricted  the governm ent ot the Company, without 
*hbatanUullv reform ing any one ol its abuM^.” k
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BOOK IV. To diminish the number of votes in the court of Pro- 
cHAr. ix. prietors, and confine the power to the rich, was contrived,
— —  it was said, to render that assembly less tumultuous. But

1" tumultuousness, in itself, is not an evil. It is evil only
when it has a tendency to produce evil effects. What is 
more tumultuous than a public market, a theatre, or a 
church 1 To know the merit then of a reform of turaul- 
tuousness, we ought to know the specific evils which the 
tumultuousness in question produced. In the case of the 
East India Company the authors of the measure failed in 
exhibiting any mischievous effects ; though by their ro- 
form they unquestionably created a field for other effects 
of a pernicious description. “ If tumult and disorder,” as 
was well remarked by an illustrious Committee of the 
Commons House, “ were lessened by reducing the number 
of Proprietors, private cabal and intrigue were facilitated 
at least in an equal degree ; and it is cabal and corruption, 
rather thau disorder and confusion, that are most to be 
dreaded in transacting the affairs of India that are 
most to be dreaded in transacting the affairs of every 
country under the sun.

The virtues of a Court of Proprietors, as of every poli
tical body, are intelligence and probity. The owner of 
£500 stock was just as likely to be intelligent as the owner I 
of £1000. But a small number of men aro much more 
easily corrupted than a large; and, where the matter of 
corruption operates, much more sure of being corrupt.2

To the grand complaint against the Court of Proprietors, 
that, being filled by the servants of the Company who had 
returned loaded to Europe with ill-gotten wealth, it proved 
a barrier against exposure and punishment, the amount of 
tho qualification provided no sort of remedy, but rather 
facilitated and confirmed the abuse.

As soon as the management of the East India Company’s 
affairs became a source of great patronage and power, it 
necessarily followed that stock was generally held for the f 
promotion of interests of much greater value than the 
dividend. It was distributed mostly among throe great

i N inth Report o f the Select Com m ittee, In 1783.
? ••T he w hole of the rcuuhitioitK concernim: the Court of Proprietors, 

tvlierl npon two principles, which have often proved fiillacioiui: nam ely, tim t 
tumill nut niters wen- it cun-ity ujM'mHt faction and disorder; ami that in 
ti riry of conduct would follow  the greater properly.’’ N inth Report, u t  
supra.
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-^Msga^Sf Proprietors ; 1. Those who aspired to a share in BOOK IV. 
the Direction, and who were careful to possess themselves chap. ix.
of whatever shave of stock was calculated to str en g th e n ----------
their influence • 2. The largo class of those who were com- ] '73. 
petitors for tho’ Company’s favours and employment, all 
those concerned in the immense supply of their shipping 
and goods, constituting a considerable proportion of the 
ship-owners anil tradesmen in London, who strengthened 
their influence with the great customer, by the number of 
votes which they could assure to the Directors in tho 
General Court; 3. Those who aspired to contracts with 
the Treasury, Admiralty, and Ordnance, and clerks in pub
lic offices, who discovered that one ground of influence 
with the Minister was, to have votes at his disposal in the 
East India Proprietary Court.1

By every thing which tended to lessen the number of 
voting Proprietors, tho force of all these sinister interosts 
was increased. The only expedient which had a tendency 
to counteract them was, to render such Proprietors as 
numerous as possible. This would have promoted the 
interests of the public, but not those of the minister; the 
interests of tho many, but not those of the few.*

One part of the ancient constitution, for the preserva
tion of which tho authors of the present reform wore con
demned by tho Soluct Committee of 1783, was the ballot;
11 by means of which, acts,” they said, “of the highest con
cern to the Company and to the state, might be done by 
individuals with perfect impunity.” There are occasions 
on which tho use of tho ballot is advantageous. ’ There 
arc occasions on which it is hurtful. If we look steadily

I T hu  is nretty nearly tlie description of tire East India Proprietary which  
is  given by the Committee of the House o f Common.!. Seo Ninth Report o f

" e  i f f c l  nreed'by^the Minister, that by raising tile qnnlMcation from 50Of. 
to 10«M the value of the dividend would govern the Proprietor ntore than 

I that ™ the vole ; w ith  what sincerity or v. hut discernm ent, il is easy to  see.
Hillin' however, very insriy rcm .oked Hint th is pecuniary Interest might lx- 

I r n S V ^ T u n l lv  -irv-v.i by some sirna nos ejm anour which should Produce 
1 a greet immediate ntlvenlago. thong ' 1 V™' 11 1 “ 11 ™ >"■ ,  „ .

m a t Z ™ « . . f V , h c , i c i .  B r n » g o T ^ w j n * . | . * ™ « ^
* time m-iunllv n-jtiziiiK. additions of revenue to tlic tn rltm m l furnin ot ine  
C,,««puny. miil ureat quantities of valuable L’oods to their ^

* lth obvious truth, “ The Indian Proprietor will always be. in the  
insiiuiPL- u politician : and the bolder his enterprise, and the mure co r -  

rutn hu  v e v 's the lens wili be his consideration of the price to be paid for 
^ P a w i n g  them ." MlntU Report, u t supra.
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\ ® W > °  the end, to which all institutions profess to be directed, 
CHAf.l'x. we shall not find it  very difficult to draw the line of de- 
----------  marcation.

D/3. A voter may be considered as subject to the operation 
of two sets of interests : the one, interests rising out of 
the good or evil for which he is  dependent upon tho will 
of other men : the other, interests in respect to which he 
cannot be considered as dependent upon any determinate 
man or men.

There are cases in which tho interests for which lie is 
not dependent upon ether men impel him in the right 
direction. If not acted upon by other interests, he will, in 
such cases, vote m that direction. If, however, he is acted 
upon by interests dependent upon other men, interests 
more powerful than the former, and impelling in the op
posite direction, he will vote in the opposite direction.
M hBt..1S UeC™I*™’ th; rCf0rC’ ia> t(> sa'’e him from tho 
operation of those interests. This is accomplished by 
enabling him to vote in secret; for in that case, tho man, 
who could otherwise compel his vote, is ignorant in wh-ii 
direction it has been given. In all cases, therefore in 
which the independent interests of tho voter, those which 
in propriety of language may be called his men interests, 
would dictate the good and useful vote; but in which 
cases, at the same time, he is liable to .be acted upon in 
the way either of good or of evil, by men whose interests 
would dictate a base and mischievous vote, the ballot is a 
great and invaluable security. In this get of caHC . js jn. 
eluded, the important instance of the votes of the people 
for representatives in the legislative assembly of a nation. 
Those interests of each of the individuals composing the 
great mass of the people, for which he is not dependent 
upon other men, compose tho interests of the nation. But 
it  is very possible for a majority out of any number of 
voters to be acted upon by the will of other men, whose 
interests are opj>osite to those of the nation. It is, there
fore, of the highest importance that they should be pro
tected from that influence.

There is, however, another set of cases, in which those 
hit, rests of the voter, which have their origin primarily 
in himself, and not in other men, draw in tho hurtful 
direction; and in which he is not liable to be operated
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other interest- of other men than those BOOK IV. 
vvbibhr'eaoh. possesses in common with the rest of the chap. ix. 
oommunity. If allowed, in this set of easts, to vote in 17"S- 
secret, he will bo sure to vote as the sinister interest im
pels. If forced to voto'in public, he will be subject to all 
the restraint which the eye of the community, fixed upon 
his virtue or knavery, is calculated to produce : and in 
such cases, the ballot is only an encouragement to evil.
If it cannot be affirmed that the interests of the indi
viduals, composing the Court of Proprietors of the East 
Iiuhfi Company, aro incapable of being promoted at the 
cost of the British and Indian communities, it cannot be 
domed that the case of these Proprietors belongs to this 
latter description.1

At the very tune, when the discussions upon the new 

tau  n= 1)!acc’ lUu of the Select
a mot o f H° llSe ° f CommOM oamo fo^ a rd  with
s i Z i  i i ‘T UI c ntothe o ^ m sta n e e s  of the dePo- 
sition and death of Suraj-ad-dowla; into the imposture,

J(a treaty, practised upon Omicliund ; the ele
vation of .Moor Jaflicr ; and the stuns of mom v, in tho 
shape of presents, obtained at the time of that revolution.
Crimes of the blackest dye, rapacity, treachery, cruelty, 
wore charged upon the •principal actor* in that suspicious 
scone; mid the pumslmmut, even of Cine, as the first «*d 
principal delinquent, was r.v r, anted as a neeeaary ao - f  
justice and policy. On the tilth of May, tho following 
resolutions were moved: 1. “ That all acquisitions, made 
under the influence of a military force, or by treaty with 
foreign Princes, do of right belong to tho state ; 2. That 
to appropriate acquisitions so made, to the private emolu
ment of persons intrusted with any civil or military

* N o inconvenience ha6 been found to attend the alterations made In th e  
constitution of the general courts. 1 1 icy are still sutRclentlv num erous to  
present both the m erits and defects t popular assem blies, in which v eh e
m ence of fueling com m only overbears an appeal to calm  and rational argu
m ent. The bail'd is tv com m odious m ethod of receiving the votes, th e  
purport of which, there is rarely. if ever, any de-ire m conceal. By  
m alting it im perative on propriety to lmve i-cen po- c^-c 1 of their stock a 
reasonable period before thev c«»uld cxe/eup. a vote, and by lim iting  tho 
num ber o f votes, which any sin . e proprietor enjoy, d , a m il  im provem ent 
" a s e fleeted, as it put an end to the sp litting of votes, by w hich, upon any  
em ergency, n num ber o f nominal shareholders was crentul to  <. arry a par
ticular question, o f the m erits of which they knew and cured nothing, and it  
prevent, (i any Individual from possessing un un lac influence, which lie m ight 
fcxcreiie, us was often done, for h is own adv;mtA|;v, to tho detrim ent o f the  0bmpivny.—VV.

1*. V . MOTION MADE FOR INQUIRY.
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----'d'xAHOOK IV. power of the state, is illegal; 3. That very great sums of 
CHAr i. money, and other valuable property, have been acquired

—------ - in Bengal, from Princes and others of that country, by'
1773. persons intrusted with the military and civil powers of the 

state, by means of such powers ; which sums of money 
and valuable property have been appropriated to the pri
vate use of such persons.” These resolutions were warmly 
adopted by the house. But when the application of them 
came to be made to individuals—and especially when the 
ruin was contemplated which that application would draw 
down upon Clive—compassion for the man, and the con
sideration of his services, blotted by offences, yet splendid 
and great, operated with effect in the breasts of the 
assembly, and put an end to the inquiry.1 According to 
the style, which the spirit of English laws renders predo
minant in English councils, inquiry was rejected ostensibly 
upon a subterfuge, of the nature of a legal shuffle ; incom
petence, to wit, in the reports of the Select Committee to 
be received as evidence. As if that were truo ! As if  no 
other evidence had been to be found ! On the other hand 
tho considerations which fairly recommended the rejection, 
or at least a very great modification of the penal proceed
ing, were not so much as mentioned; that the punish
ment threatened was more grievous than the offence ; 
that it  was punishment by an ex-jjost-facto law, becauso, 
however contrary to the principles of right government 
the presents received from Meer Jaffier, and however 
odious to the moral sense the deception practised upon 
Omichund, there was no law at the time which forbade 
them ; that tho presents, how contrary soever to European 
morals and ideas, were perfectly correspondent to those of 
the country in which they were received, and to the ex
pectations of the parties by whom they were bestowed ; 
that the treachery to Omichund was countenanced and 
palliated by some of the principles and many of tho ad-

i The concluding defeat" did not take place untit the Cist of May. After 
K ],)m- discussion, I! declaratory motion, to tile ctlect tilat Lord Clive did 
rceci\e certain presents upon the enthronement of .'leer Juffler was carried, 
it  wus then moved that “ in so doing ho abused the powers with which ho wtu 
intrusted to the i" il example of the servants of the public.” ’I ho inotlou 
was ri-jnctcd without a dlvi-ion : a motion was finally made about “ flvo In 
the morning,” that Robert Lord Clive, did at the same time render great and 
meritorious services to his country, which passed unanimously. Life of 
Clive, til. 300.—W.
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B^cESjcidcnts of European diplomacy; that Clive, though BOOK IV. 
never inattentive to his own interests, was actuated by a ciiap. ix. 
sincere desire to promote the prosperity of the Company, — ——  
and appeal's not in any instance to have sacrificed what he 17‘3- 
regarded as their interests to his own; and that it would 
have required an extraordinary man, which no one ought 
to be punished for not being, to have acted, in that most 
trying situation in which ho was placed, with greater dis
interestedness than he displayed.1

The inquiry into the financial and commercial state of 
the Company exhibited the following results : The whole 
of their effects and credits in England, estimated on the 
1st day of March, 1773, amounted to 7,784,6891. 12s. 10cl. ; 
and the whole of their debts to 9,219,1141. 12s. 6d.; leaving 
a balance against the Company of 1,434,4241. 19s. 8rf. The 
whole of their effects and credits in India, China, and St.
Helena, and afloat on the sea, amounted to 6,397,2991.
10s. 6(1. The whole of their debts abroad amounted to 
2,032,3061.; producing a balance in their- favour of 
4,364,9931. 10s. 6if. Deducting from this sum the balance 
against the Company in England, we find the whole 
amount of their available property no more than 2,930,5681.
10s. lOrf.; so that of thoir capital stock of 4,200,0001.,
l ,  269,4311. 9s. 2d. was expended and gone.1

1 This vindication of Clive is unanswerable, anil should line, protected Mm 
against some of the remarks and insinuations to his discredit, width have 
previously occurred. Whatever errors lie may be charged with they were 
those of his time, and his situation ; his merits were his own. Tim win le of 
the parliamentary proceedings againn hitn originated in a spirit of vindictive 
retaliation, which his private find public measures had provoked .—the vehe
mence with which he had opposed an influential party in the Direction, and 
the unmitigated sternness with which lie hud repressed all opposition t<> liis 
will in the government of I'-cngal. He was him-clf a good hater, and had, 
therefore little reason to complain of having incurred the like animosity 
from others, but when his enemies assailed him through the pretext of 
rmhii,. histice they converted the great council of the nation into an instru- 
ment of pcmonal'revenge, and disgraced parliament more than they dis-

11 1S(ICOn i 1 the Committee of Secrecy in 1773. The Committee
s (v -TUev have not include I in the -hove account any valuation of the tor- 
iiti r L  ,,mi buildings of the Company abroad. They can by no means 
a ‘rw  h i opinloiiwith the Court of Directors, ‘ That the amount -? the

ci mild he added to t 'ie annual statement.” ’— Undoubtedly no 
; JJ? 1* “ lunar d with hi. debts, further than they cun he

I ! f"for .h i ravniont of Mm* debts; the manure which a farmer Im,
» | , S  ,,;',nu his flS to.or the hedKes and ditcher, ruth which he has sue- 
rounde l them, are nothin!! »  h'm, the moiMOt hi. h a.vc is_ ixh - he
m. inoy expended in fort ideations and buildings, from May 175., vas stated at

"  Tl.om M tS!m "a'M t'w holly applicable, nor as far at it is applicable Is It 
true. The connexion betwcoii Hie country and the Company is not exactly
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tjOuE-TV. From the year 1744, the period to which in a former 
cHAr. :x. passage1 is brought down the account of the dividend
----------- paid annually to the Proprietors on the capital stock, that

1773- payment continued at eight per cent, to the year 1736, in 
which it was reduced to s is  per cent. It continued at that 
low rate till Christmas, 17GG, when it was raised by the 
General Court, cepugnant to the sense of the Court of 
Directors, to five per ceut. for the next half-year. On the 
7th of May, 1707, it was rosolved in the General Court, 
that for the following half-year the dividend should be six 
and a quarter per cent. But this resolution was rescinded 
by act of parliament, and the dividend limited, till further 
permission, to ten per cent, per annum. It was continued 
at ten per ceut. till the year commencing at Christmas,
17GO, when, in pursuance of the new regulations, it was 
advanced to cloven per cent. The next year it rose to 
twelve per cent. The following year it was carried to its 
prescribed limits, twelve and a-half per cen t.; at which it 
continued for eighteen months, when the funds of the 
Company being totcdly exhausted, it was suddenly reduced 
to six per cent, per annum, by a resolution passed on the 
3d of December, 1772.2

In the interval between 1774 and 1772, the sales at the 
India House had increased from about 2,000 OOOf. to
3,000,0001. annually; their annual exports, including both 
goods and stores, had fully doubled. In the year 1731, 
the total amount of shipping in tho service of the Com
pany was 38,441 ton s; in tho year 1772 it was 61,801 >

that o f  a tenant on lea se , and the occupant of an estate In ■w-Jiich he ha*, mnro 
than a [iftRnitttr interest, m ay equitably expect au equ ivalent for perm anent 
im p ro tc id en ts .- W.

1 Supra, vnl. ili. p. 30.
3 See ti e t ii.n i and E ighth R eports of the C om m ittee uf Secrecy hi 1 7 7 3 .
3 l-'lflh Report o f the Com m ittee o f Secrecy.

(! (ex
V a V s a S y , . /  HISTORY OF BRITISH IN D IA . D l j



... . <SL

b o o k  V.

----- o------ -

f r o m  t h e  f ir s t  g r e a t  c h a n g e  i n  t h e  c o n s t it u t io n  o f

TU] EA ST INDIA COMPANY- AND IN THE GOVERNMENT OF 
INDIA IN 1773 , TILL THE SECOND GREAT CHANGE BY THE 
ACT COMMONLY CALLED MR. I’ITT’s ACT, IN 1784.

CHAPTER I.

Administration o f Hastings till the Time when the P arlia
mentary Members of the Council arrived and the Opera
tions of the Hew Constitution commenced, including  —

Arrangements fo r  collecting the Revenue and administer
ing Justice ostensibly as Dcwan.— Treatment o f i f ohammed 
flee: i K han and the Raja Shitab Uni/.— Elevation o f i fv v u y  
Begum.— Destruction o f  il.c Rohillas.— Safe o f Corah and 
Allahabad to the Yi.ir.— Payment refused o f the Empe
rors R e ve nu e . —Financial Results.

I)Y  the now p''lia;M 'iilcy authority, .Ur. J1.. ! ir - was HOOK V.
)  appointed Govoruor-Uoueral, and done ml ( M ivcring, , ha r. i.

Colonel Monsou, Mr. Bn-woll, and Mr. Francis, the mom- ----------
bors of Council; not removable, except by tho King, upon 1"W>. 
representation made by the Court of Directors, during tho 
period assigned iu the act. Mr. Hastings bad ascended 
with reputation through the several Btages of the Com
pany’s service; possessed the rank of a member of Council 
at the time of Mr. Vansittart’s, administration, and gene
rally concurred iu the measures which the party opposed 
to that Governor so vehemently condemned. After a visit 
to his native country, to which he proceeded at the same 
time with Yausittart, he voturned to India iu 17(ii>, to fill 
tho station of second iu council at Madras; and in tho 
beginning of 1772 was raised to the highest situation in 
tlie sorvioo of the Company, being appointed to succeed 
Mr. Cm tier in tho government of Bengal.



BOOK Y. The sense which the Directors entertained of the vices 
chap. i. which up to this time had stained their administration in
----------  India, is recorded thus : “ We wish ” (the words of their

1713- letter to the President and Council at Fort William, dated 
the 7th of April, 1773,) “ we could refute the observation, 
that almost every attempt made by us and our adminis- 
trations at your Presidency, for the reforming of abuses, 
has rather increased them, and added to tho miseries of 
the country we are anxious to jn-otect and cherish. The 
truth of this observation appears fully in the late appoint
ment of supervisors and chiefs—instituted, as they were, 
to give relief to the industrious tenants, to improve and 
enlarge our investments, to destroy monopolies, and re
trench expenses, the end has by no means been answer- 
able to the institution. Are not the tenants, more than 
ever, oppressed and wretched 1 Are our investments im
proved 1 Have not tho raw silk and cocoons been raised 
upon us fifty per cent, in prico ? We can hardly say what 
has not been made a monopoly. And as to the expenses 
of your Presidency, they are at length settled to a degree 
we are no longer able to support. These facts (for such 
they are) should have been stated to us as capital reasons, 
why neither our orders of 1771, nor indeed any regulations 
whatever, could be carried into execution, But, perhaps, 
as this would have proved too much, it was not suggested 
to us ; for nothing could more plainly indicate a state of 
anarchy, and that there was no government existing, in 
our servants in Bengal. . . When oppression pervades the 
whole country ; when youths have been suffered with im
punity to exercise sovereign jurisdiction over the natives, 
and to acquire rapid fortunes by monopolizing of com
merce, it cannot be a wonder to us, or yourselves, that 
native merchants do not come forward to contract with 
the Company ; that the manufactures find their way 
through foreign channels ; or that our investments are at 
once enormously dear, and of a debased quality.—It is 
evident, tben, that the evils which have been so destruc
tive to us, lie too deep for any partial plans to reach to 
correct. It is, therefore, our resolution to aim at the root 
of those evils.” Their expectation of assistance from Mr. 
Hastings in these reforms, was expressed in the following 
terms : “Our President, Mr. Hastings, we trust will set tho

I  D  |
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'^larapie^At temperance, economy, and application ; and BOOK V. 
npon-tKis ŵe are sensible, much will depend. And here we chap. i.
take occasion to indulge the pleasure we have in acknow- — —----
Edging Mr. Hastings’ services upon the coast of Coro- 1769- 
mandiTl, in constructing with equal labour and ability, the 
l>lan which has so much improved our investments there ; 
and as we arc persuaded he will persevere, in the same 
laudable pursuit, through every branch of our affairs in 
Bengal, he, in return, may depend on the steady support 
and favour of his employers.” 1

The double, or ambiguous administration, in name and 
in ostent by the Nabob, in reality by the Company, 
which had been recommended as ingenious policy by Clive, 
and admired as such by his employers and successors, had 
contributed greatly to enhance the difficulties in which, 
by the assumption of the government, the English were 
involved. All the vices of the ancient polity were saved 
irom reform; and all the evils of a divided authority were 
superinduced. The revenues were under a complicated, 
v. astoful, and oppressive economy ; the lands being partly 
managed by the native agents of the collectors, partly 
formed from year to year, partly held by Zemindars, and 
Talookdars, responsible for a certain revenue. The ad
ministration of justice, of which, under the military aud 
fiscal Governors of the Mogul provinces, the criminul part 
belonged to the Nar.im, or military Governor, the civil to 
the Dewan, or fiscal Governor, was, as a heavy and unpro
ductive burden, left in the hands of the Nabob, who, 
being totally without power, was totally unable to main
tain the authority of his tribunals against the masters 
of the country, and the people were given up to op
pression.2

The Company and their servants were little  satisfied, 
from the beginning, with the produce of the dewannee: 
and soon began to be as little  satisfied with the expe
dients adopted by Clive for ensuring a faithful collection.
In the month of August. 1709, before the close of Mr.
Verelst’s administration, a supplementary security was

1 Minutes of Evidcnco on Mr. Hastings’ trial, p.!We.
a T his is  exp ressly  staled  b y  H ustings, and the C om m ittee o f R ev en u e , iu  

tt'.ti letter of the tlrtl o f N o v ., 177J, in  tile  S ixth  Krjsirc o f [tie Coin mi t  too of 
“ ecrei-y, 1 7 7 3 .
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\ . ISOOfCy. devised. It was held expedient, that servants of the 

1IIA" h'ompany should be stationed in appropriate districts,
~ ~ ~  throughout the whole country, for the purpose of super-

‘ intending the native officers, both in the collection of the 
revenue, and, what was very much blended with it, the 
administration of justice. These functionaries received 
the title of Supervisors. And, in the next year was added 
a second supplementary security; two councils, with 
authority over the supervisors, one at Moorshcdabad, and 
another at Patna.

Among the duties recommended to the supervisors, one 
was to collect a body of information with respect to the 
amount of the revenues ; with respect to the state, pro
duce, and capabilities of the great source of the revenue, 
the lands; with respect to the cesses or arbitrary taxes ; 
the whole catalogue of imposts laid upon the cultivator; 
the manner of collecting them, and the origin and progress 
of all the modem exactions ; with respect to the regula
tions of commerce, and the administration of justice. 
The reports of the supervisors, iutended to convey the" 
information which they collected under those heads repre
sent the government as having attained the last stage of 
oppressiveness and barbarism. “ The Nazims exacted 
what they could from the Zemindars and groat farmers of 
the revenue, whom they left at liberty to plunder all bo- 
low ; reserving to themselves the prerogative of plundering 
them m their turn, when they were supposed to have en
riched themselves with the spoils of the country.” Tho 
Select Committee of the House of Commons, in 1810, 
cpioting this passage, remark, “ The whole System thus 
resolved itself, on the part of tho public officers, into 
habitual extortion and injustice ; which produced on that 
of the cultivator the natural consequences— concealment 
and evasion, by which government was defrauded of a con
siderable part of its just demands.” With rospeot to tho 
administration of justice, the supervisors reported, “ That 
tho regular oouame was every whore suspended: but i 
man exercised it, who had the powor of compelling others 
to submit to his decisions.” The Committee of the House 
of Commons, whose remark on the state of the fiscal col
lections hus just boon adduced, subjoin to this quotation 
that which fills up the picture: “ Seven years had elapsed,
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■ANV PROFESS THEMSELVES DEWAN. J

niisition of the dewannee, without the go- BOOK V. 
vernment deeming itself competent to remedy these ciur. i.
defects.” 1 .—,

Grievously disappointed in their expectations of treasure, u ' u 
the Directors resolved to break through the scheme of 
ambiguity ; so far at least as to take into their own hands 
the collection as well as the disbursement of the revenues.
In their letter to the President and Council of Fort 
William, dated the 28th of August, 1771, they declared 
their resolution, “ To stand forth as Dewan,” (so they were 
pleased to express it), “ and by the agency of the Com
pany's servants to take upon themselves tho entire care 
and management of the revenues.” The chauge was enor
mous, which it was the nature of this decree to produce.
It was a revolution, much greater, probably, than any pre
vious conjuncture—than even the change from Hindu to 
Mohammedan masters, had been able to create. The 
transition from Hindu to Mohammedan masters had only 
changed the hands by which tho sword was wielded, and 
favours were dispensed ; the machine of government, still 
more tho texture of society, underwent feeble alterations: 
and tho civil part of the administration was, from con- 
venioucy, left almost wholly in tho hands of Hindus. A 
total change in tho management of the re venues moro 
deeply affected the condition, individually and oollectivuly, 
of tile people ot India, than it is easy for the European 
reader to conceive. It was an innovation by which the 
whole property of the country, and along with it the 
administration of justice, were placed upon a new foun
dation.

Of the nature of this change, the Directors appear to 
havo had no adequate conception. As if the measure 
which they proposed had been without consequences, they 
satisfied themselves with enjoining its execution; and con
signed to their sorvants the task (of which, however, they 
did not much complain) of carrying into ellcct a change of 
government so momentous without one word of instruc
tion.2 Those servants, though more acquainted with the

> Fifth Beport of the Select Com m ittee, 1810, p . r, .
s  t i „ . i \ .tn m itu c  .1  C ircuit, in en u r in g  upon : a ir  t u k .  w .n ir k  u «t,l 

m ere ex ti .1 id ln n iy  fa liuro  in the sagacity  or th e  in re e t. 13, a ie 'le i n e t i-ten  
foresee th a t  while their new  reso lu tio n  w a- to tally  mcmt i: ten t u ith  th e ir  
lonnu-V t illations they gave no authority for abolishing them . -  t hey have



N ijM SSo^ ^ n-actical difficulties which would be met in establishing 
<~llAi'- '• the uew system of finance, appear to have thought as little 

nearly as their honourable masters, of the great changes,
' ‘ with regard to the people, which it was calculated to pro

duce. With great alacrity they betook themselves to the 
undertaking. Mr. Hastings succeeded to the chair on the 
13th of April, 1772 ; and on the 10th the Council deemed 
themselves ripe for the following important resolution .* 
that they would let the lands in farm, and for long leases > 
because it is the most simple mode, and best adapted to a 
government like that of the Company, which cannot enter 
into the minute details of the collections ; because every 
mode of agency by which the rents could be received 
would be attended with perplexed and intricate accounts, 
with embezzlement of the revenue, and oppression of the 
people ; and because any mode of collecting the revenues 
which would trench upon the time of the Governor and 
Council, would deprive them of a portion of what was 
already too little for the laborious duties which they had 
to perform.1

On the 14th of May the operations were planned. It 
was decreed, that the lands should be let for a period of 
five years: that a Committee of the Board, consisting of 
the President and four members, should perform the local 
operations, by circuit through the country ; that flic ser
vants of the Company who superintended the business of 
the collection in the several districts, and who had hitherto 
been distinguished by the title of supervisors, should 
henceforth be denominated collectors; • that a native,

been ].1< rxed," s«y the Com m ittee, “ to direct a total change o f system , and 
have left the ptun  and c.i tru tion  i.f it to  the discretion o f the Board, without 
any formal repeal of the regulations which th ey  hud before framed and 
ndupti d to another system —th e abolition of which necessarily includes that 
o f its subsidiary institutions, unless they shall bo found to coincide with the 
new ." Extrac t, Proceedings o f the Com m ittee of Circuit, dated Cossimbuzar,
28th J u ly , 1772, inserted in the Sixth Report, Com m ittee of Seeresv, 1773, 
p. 2 1 .

' T hese reasons are assigned  in th e C onsulta tion  14th May, Report, u t 
supra.

■i The reasons they assign for this change o f title is worth transcribing. 
“ The term * Supervisor • was properly suited to th e original com m ission, 
which was to exam ine, inspect, and report. This othce has been lout: since 
annulled ; but v c  apprehend that the continuance of ti c nam e, and of many 
of t!;i_ residents, in the same stations which they now till as collectors, may 
huvo misled even our Honourable Masters, who w ere n tvrr  reg u la r ly  odrincd  
o f  the r.htK’ ze .  into the opinion that tin- rtr-t commission still aubsisted.” .So 
uni'll fur the m re of im drm :lug, and the accurate information of th e Honour
able Directors.
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"8*W«tlie4itle of dowan, should in each district bo joined BOOK V. 
with the collector, both to inform and to check ; that no c h a p . i .

banyan, or servant of a collector, should be permitted to ---------- -
farm any portion of the revenue : because with the ser- U'2. 
vant of a collector no man -would dare to become a com
petitor : and as presents to the collectors from the Zemin- 
dare and other middlemen had been abolished, so all 
acceptance of presents, by such middlemen from the 
ryots, and all other inodes of extortion, should be care
fully prevented. Some precautions were taken against 
the accumulation of debt, which swelled at exorbitant 
interest, rarely less than three, often as much as fifteen 
per cent, per month, upon the ryots, as well as the differ
ent orders of middlemen. The collectors were forbidden 
to lend, or to permit their banyans or servants to lend, to 
the middlemen ; and the middlemen or agents to lend to 
the ryots : but the Governor and Council express their 
regret, that loans and exorbitant interest were an evil 
which it was not in their power wholly to repress.1

The objects which in these regulations the servants of 
the Company professed to have in view, were, to simplify 
accounts ; to render uniform the mode of exaction ; and 
to establish fixed and accurate rules. The Committee of 
Circuit, with whom, though a Member, -Mr. Hastiugs did 
not proceed, first began to receive proposals at Kishenagur. 
lint the terms which were offered were in general so un
satisfactory both in form and amount, that the Committee 
deemed them inadmissible ; and came speedily to the 
resolution of putting up the lands to public auction. It 
was necessary to ascertain with as much exactness as 
possible, the nature and amount of the different taxes 
which were to be offered to sale. For this purpose a new 
hustabood, or schedule of the taxes, was formed. The 
exactions consisted of two great parts ; of which the first 
and principal was called assa>, or the ground rents ; the 
second abwabs, which consisted of a variety of additional, 
often arbitrary, and uncertain imposts, established at dif
ferent times, by the government, the Zemindars, the 
farmers, and even the inferior collectors. Some of the 
most oppressive of these were abolished, uud excluded 
from the preseut schedule. And new leases or titles wero

1 C onsultation, 14th, May, ut supra.
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XjjsBQglJW. granted to the ryots ; which enumerated all the claims t° 
ciiAr. j. which they were to be subject; and forbade, under pend'

-----------ties, every additional exaction. When the Zemindars, air'
1‘ ‘-- other middlemen of ancient standing, offered for the laud* 

which they had been accustomed to govern, terms which 
were deemed reasonable, they were preferred ; when theii' 
offers were considered as inadequate, they were allowed a 
pension for their subsistence, and the lands were put up 
to sale.

While the settlement, in other words the taxation ol 
the country, was carrying into execution upon this plan, j 
the principal office of revenue, or Khulsa, underwent a 
total revolution. So long as the veil of the native go- 
vernment had been held up, this office had been stationed 
at Moorshedabad, and was ostensibly under the direction 
of the sort of minister of revenue, whom, with the title 
of Jfaib Dcwan, the President and Council had set up. It 
was now resolved to transfer this great office from Moor- 
shedabad to Calcutta ; and to place it undertho immediate 
superintendence of the government. The whole Council 
wore constituted a Board of Revenue, to sit two days in 
the week, or if  necessary, more. The Members of the 
Council were appointed to act as auditor's of accounts, 
each for a week in rotation. The office of Naib Rewan, 
which had been held by Mohammed Reza Khan at Moor- 
shedabad, and by Shitab Roy at Patna, was abolished ; 
but a native functionary, or assistant dewan, under the 
title of Roy royan, was appointed to act in the Khalsa, aa 
superintendent of the district dewans, to receive the ac
counts in the Bengal language, to answer interrogatories, 
and to make reports.’

The fundamental chango in that great and leading 
branch of Indian administration which concerned the re
venue, rendorod indispensable a new provision for iho ad
ministration of justice. The Zemindar, who was formerly 
the great fiscal officer of a district, commonly exercised 
both civil and criminal jurisdiction within the territory 
over which he was appointed to preside. In his Fhouj- 
dury, or criminal court, he inflicted all sorts of penalties ;

1 Extract 'if IVnceeflintn, six th  tteport, u t supra. See also Sixth r e p o r t  of 
the Select < ninmitt'.c o f 17h*2. A ppendix. No. i .;  CoIcliruolC* Supplem ent to 
low est of Ji''n;;al lic^nlfttifins, p. 174— 100; and the l i lt l i  R eport from lbo 
Select Com m ittee of the House of Com m ons, In 1810, p. 4,
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X ^ N ffiK W r iO N S  IN THE COURTS OF JUSTICE.

chiefl'y~^nes for liis own benefit: even capital punish- BOOK V. 
merits, under no further restraint than that of reporting chap. i.
the case at Moorshedabad before execution. In his ----------
Adaulut, or civil court, he decided all questions relating li72- 
to property ; being entitled to a chout, or twenty-five per 
cent., upon the subject of litigation. His discretion was 
guided or restrained by no law, except the Koran, its com
mentaries, and the customs of the country, all in the 
highest degree loose and indeterminate. Though there 
was no formal and regular course of appeal from the Ze- 
mindary decisions, the government interfered in an arbi
trary manner, as often as complaints were preferred, to 
which, from their own importance, or from the importance 
of those who advanced them, it conceived it proper to 
attend. To the mass of the people these courts afforded 
but little protection. The expense created by distance, 
excluded the greater number from so much as applying 
for justice ; and every powerful oppressor treated a feeble 
tribunal with contempt. The judges were finally swayed 
by their hopes and their fears ; by the inclinations of the 
men who could hurt or reward them. Their proceedings 
Wore not controlled by any written memorial or record.
In cases relating to religion, the Cause© and Brahmen 
wore called to expound, the one the Moslem, the other 
tho Brahnienical law ; and their opinion was the standard 
of decision. Originally, questions of revenue as well its 
others belonged to the courts of tho Zcruindurs; but a 
few years previous to tbe transfer of the revenues to tho 
English, the decision of fiscal questions had been taken 
from the Zemindar, and given to an officer styled the Naib 
Dewan, or fiscal Deputy, in each province.

.Beside the tribunals of the districts, tho capital was 
provided with two criminal courts; in one of which, 
called Roy adaulut, the Nazim, as supreme magistrate, 
tried capital offences ; in another, a magistrate called the 
Phoujdar tried offences of a less penal description, and 
reported his proceedings to the Nazim. At the capital 
Was also found the principal dewauee or fiscal court: in 
winch the Dewan tried causes relating to the revenue, 
including all questions of title to laud. All other civil 
houses were tried at the capital in the court of tho 
Wroguh-i-adaulut-al-aloa ; except those of inheritance and

V o n . n i .  b i s



BOOKY. (succession, which were decided by the Gan see and Mufteo. 
chap. i. An officer, with the title of Molitesib, superintended the 

'— 33—  weights and measures, and other matters of police.
1' ,2‘ Generally speaking, the courts of justice in India wero 

instruments by which the powerful performed oppression, 
at their pleasure, on the weak.

Under the ancient government, the English, as well as 
other European settlors, instead of demanding payment 
from a reluctant debtor through the courts of law, seized 
his person and confined it, till satisfaction was obtained. 
Nor was this so inconsistent with the spirit of the govern
ment, as often to excite its displeasure. It was indeed a 
remedy to which they were not often obliged to recur; 
bocauuo tlio profit of dealing with thorn generally con
stituted a sufficient motive to punctuality. After the 
power of the English became predominant, Iho native 
courts ceased to exert, any authority over Englishmen and 
their agents.1

Tin? first attempt which had been made by the E.ngli<h 
to remedy, in their new dominions, any of the defect! in
tho administration of justice, was the appointment in 
17011 "f oilporlntsBlilng •."rmnisBiunuiB to iho several din-
triuls, with direotiuiki to inquire into Iho proceedings J
tlio courts of justice, to restrain iniquitous proceedings,
to abolish tho ohout, and, where a total change should
appear desirable, tô  apply to government for tho requisite
powora, in 1770, the Naib JJowitn, and muih of tho Her
vuntH of the Company as had their station of service at 
Mooinhudubud, were formed into ft Council of Control over
tho administration of justice. Its administration was still 
to conform to tho onoiout and established plan ; but the 
Council of Control should interpose as t.hoy perceived oc
casion ; every judicial proceeding which concerned tho 
government should oome under their review ; the trial- 
should bo transmitted to them in all criminal cases, and 
execution suspended till their opinion was known ; all 
causes relative to the revonuo and to property in land 
should, in the first instance, bo tried in the native courts, 
but tho Council should revise tho proceedings of these 
courts, and have the power of final determination.

i Kor th is sketeh of the state of the adm inistration of ju stice iu Uongnl, 
th e Seventh  liopGtt of the Com m ittee of Sec rosy in  1773.
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m.C 'A TT e u a t i OXS i n  t h e  c o u r t s  OF JUSTICE.

bur supplying the place of the native courts, in a great BOOK V. 
*uaateuro superseded by the new system of revenue, and chap. i.
ôr providing a more perfect judicial establishment, t h e -----------

following scheme was invented and pursued. Two courts, 177 
a civil and a penal, were appointed for each district. The 
criminal court, styled Phoujdary Adaulut, consisted of the 
collector, as superintendent, with the Causes and Mufteo 
° f  the district, and two Moulavies, os interpreters of tho 
law. The civil court, styled Mofussul Dewanee Adaulut, 
consisted of the collector, as President, assisted by the 
provincial dowan and the other officers of tho native 
court. From the jurisdiction of this tribunal, no cases 
were excepted, beside those of succession to Zomindaries 
and Talookdaries, reserved to the President and Council.

A t the seat of government wore also established two 
supreme courts of appeal. That to which tho civil branch, 
of this appellate jurisdiction was consigned, received the 
name of Sudder Dewaneo Adaulut; and was composed of 
the President with two Members of the Council, attended 
by tlic dewan of the Khalsu, and certain officers of the

dtcliery, or nat ivo court, of the city. That on v hich tie- 
lie tail  b r u n c h  tv> : ' i i f t i i c t l ,  o b t a i n e d  t h e  t i t l e  o f  N i z a m  li t

f "1'1" 1 '■ 1..... ■ ll of a chief judge, entitled
Mtu’MjTidi ?-A•)KillnI, n , i,v i|,o cliicf L'auzot, the chief
Mnfree. and three M.hiImyu This judge m.m.nated 
by Mu* rr<; idont nod Uounril, w im  . n , i*  , , , ,,,
the capacity of Nazim. All capital canea were r- | • •!(.»•<] 
to Ills tribunal ; and, allot- review wore ultimately rofenvd 
to the tlovoriior-gouoral and Council. After a short expe
rience, however, the superintendence of this court ap
peared to impose a labour, and to involve a responsibility, 
which the Governor and Council found it inconvenient to
sustain; it Mas 01.10 of the first transact ions, therefore, of 
the new government which succeeded in 1774, to restore 
this part of tho Nizanmt to tho nominal Nabob, mid to 

' carry buck the tribunal to Moorshcdabadd

' Fifth Report, Committee 1S10, ^ .6 . If w ould  appear, however, from 
Uintin^V Minnie, 2l»t November, 1* i r> (Fifth R<*j on «»t’ (Committee ot seeresv 
in U mu, Appendix, No. clvii.) that was averse to tho intrusting of a
'*;w‘vu with the uncontrolled administration of criminal Justins and th.it it 
,v̂ s the act of the hostile muioritv ot' the council, by whom Mohammed Reza 
. UUI won in 177j raise 1 to the office of Nuib Nazim. It »•; n o - - a ry  at the 
-<une time t< state, that the gentlemen of the majority (see their letter of the 
- ‘U*ie date, Ibid.) declare that previous to tills measure of theirs, " the ad-
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^''TKfettY. Foi1 the district of Calcutta, two courts were estft- 
c h a p . i. blished, on the plan of tho other district courts ; in e a c h
----------  of which a Member of Council presided in rotation. I11

177-' all these courts, it was ordained that records of proceed
ings should be made and preserved. The chout, or exac
tion of a fourth part of all litigated property, for the 
benefit of the judge, was abolished. A prohibition was 
issued against exorbitant fines. The discretionary power, 
exercised by a creditor over the person of his debtor, was 
no longer tolerated. And all disputes of property, not 
exceeding ten rupees, were -referred to the head farmer 
of tho pergunua or village precinct, to which the parties 
belonged.1

In the introduction of these measures, a specimen is 
exhibited of the regard which was paid to the feelings or 
honour of the natives, how great soever their rank or 
debervings. Under the anxious search of the Directors 
for tho cause of their iutense disappointment in the re
ceipt of treasure from the revenues of Bengal, they after 
venting the first portion of their chagrin upon their 'Euro
pean, oseifl tu  h&vfl turned, with still greater want of Con-
F t ld o r a U u n , u p o n  i l l !  ir  n a t i v e  a g a t l f n .  I n  a  l e t t e r  f r u in  D ie

Cwumilt*-,. to Mr. Hastings, their President, dated
28th of August, 1771, they say, “ By our general address 
you will bo informed of tho reasons wo havn to bo dis
satisfied with tho administration of Mahomet l l m  Cawn, 
and will perceive the expediency of our divesting him of 
the rank and influence he holds as Naib Dewan of the 
kingdom of Bengal.” - Mr. Hastings is then directed “ to

m inistration  o f crim inal Justice throughout th e country wn!* at a  stan d .A— It 
whs nt a stand, w h ile under the superintendence o f the KfigUsh rulers: 
W hat was it like ly  to be, under a creature, w ithout one atom  of power, having  
the nam e of u N abob?1 Seventh Report, u t supra, General R egulations, dated 15th A u g n it , 1772; 
Colcbrooke'i Supplem ent, p. 1 j f ifth  Report from tho S elect Com m ittee on 
Indian aflairs, lHIO, p. fi.

-B y the manner In w hich the transaction is narrated, it would seem  that 
M oham m ed Roza Khan was put under arrest, because th e Court of Directors 
w ere disappointed In their flnanciul expectations. The letter o f the court, 
how ever, specifics as tho grounds o f inquiry, charges of frttmlnndrml>t-/7.1r- 
inunt, and principal instrum entality In lll« of tho recent femme
by u m onopoly o f rice and other nerossnric:* of life. The charges were un
founded, and m ight have been som ewhat hastily entertained, but us they hadmade an impression on the m indr* of the Directors, it was only their dutv t 
direct investigation to be insi lotted. Ha-tlng.s throughout acted tinder tiieir 
positive hi tiers, nnd as w ell stated by rouic o f his contem poraries, lulmb tuni» 
o f Cuieuttu, petltiouing against tho Suprem e Court, was excusably anxious
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r. (  < ^ f,a t m k n t  o f  m o h a m m e d  r e z a  k h a n . ( f i J

X W ^ w l^ p r iv a te  orders for the securing the person of BOOK V. 
•Sthofiiet Reza Cawn, together with his whole family, anil ciur. i.
his known partisans and adherents," and for bringing thorn ------ —-
prisoners to Calcutta. For this secrecy, precipitation, and 1772- 
severity, (arrest and imprisonment to a man of that rank 
in India is one of tho most cruel of all punishments,) the
reason assigned was, th a t otherwise he m ight “ render all
inquiry into Ins conduct ineffectual, and ill-consequences 
might result from his resentment and revenge.” In tho 
endeavour to discover delinquency, they say, “ Your own 
judgment will direct you to all such means of information 
as may be likely to bring to light tho most secret of his 
transactions. Wo cannot, however, forbear recommending 
to you, to avail yourself of the intelligence which Nund- 
comar may be able to give respecting the Naib’s ad
ministration ; and while tho envy which Nundcomar is 
supposed to bear' this minister may prompt him to a ready 
communication of all proceedings which have come to his 
knowledge, we are persuaded that no scmtable part of tho 
Naib’s conduct cau have escaped the watchful eye of his 
jealous and penetrating rival.” 1

The opinion who b the Directors enlerbutietl e l tho man 
of whom they deal red U> make sqoh nn instrument., lllnl,
OU a funner occasion, boon thus expressed: “ From the 
whole of your proceedings with respect to Nundooumr,
t-hor© fHM'tuB l«* lir nn ilmilil <if itj.i < n.lt .ivouiiu^, l»y forgery
and false (iQcuiiatioim, to min hum I 'lium; that !io hus
"been guilty of carrying on correspondence with tlio 
country powers, hurtful to tho Company’s interests ; and 
instrumental in convoying letters between the Shuzuda 
and tho French Goveruor-geueral of Pondicherry. In 
short it appears ho is of that wicked and turbulent dis
position, that no harmony cm  subsist in society where he 
has th e ’ opportunity of interfering. Wo therefore most 
readily concur with you, that Nundcomar is a person im
proper to be trusted with Ins liberty in our settlements ;

to orders of the Directors kv " '  Anl h - h«d been' rcrrn tlr nppulntoil

f t S S t t S S S  Mohatmnsd Ucifl khan woo p ^ r r c . l
Nuncnmar, according to Ms own account. wu> the principal instupitor 

“t the protcedinyr .inunst both. ^ in 1,f fc.vuler.et,', p. lent). V .
1 8«c thu Letter,Minutes of Evidence on tho I rial of Warren Hastings, 

i*. 993.
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a n d  capab lo  o f  d o in g  m isch ie f , i f  ho  is  p e r m i t te d  to  g°
‘ ' fA!' ' 1- o u t o f  tb e  p rov ince , e i th e r  t o  th e  n o r th w a rd , o r  to  the  

U j2. IJec‘;an- W e sh a ll th e re fo re  d ep en d  u p o n  y o u r  keep ing  
su c h  a  w a tc h  o v e r  a ll jh is  a c tio n s , as m ay  be  m ean s  of 
p re v e n tin g  h is  d is tu rb in g  th e  q u ie t  o f  th e  p u b lic , o r  in 
ju r in g  in d iv id u a ls  fo r th e  f u tu re .” 1

I n  a  l e t t e r  d a te d  1 s t S e p te m b e r , 1772, M r. H a s t in g s  gave 
th e  D ire c to rs  a  h is to ry  o f  th e  o p e ra tio n s  a lre a d y  p e r 
fo rm ed , a n d  o f  th e  v iew s f ro m  w h ich  th e y  h a d  sp ru n g ' 

A.y y o u r  co m m an d s w ere  p e re m p to ry , a n d  ad d re sse d  to 
m y se lt alone, I  c a re fu lly  co n cea led  th e m  fro m  ev e ry  p e rso n  
ex cep t M r. M id d le to n , w hose a s s is ta n c e  w as n ece ssa ry  for 
th e i r  ex ecu tio n , u n t i l  I  w as in fo rm ed  b y  h im  t h a t  M ahm ud 
R izza C aw n w as a c tu a lly  in  a r re s t , an d  on  h is  w ay to  Cal- 
c u r ia  B esid e  th e s e  alleged  co m m an d s o f  t h e  D irectors '.

I  w ill confess, h e  says, “ th a t  th e r e  w ere  o th e r  cogent 
re a so n s  fo r t in s  r e s e r v e :  an d  aiv im r +i,„. b , ,
d e sc rib e s  th e  im p o rtan c e  o f  th e
M oham m ed  a n d  th e  s u a o e ^ b m t y  o f  !  !
t .o n  w h ich  m ark ed  th e  s i tu a t io n  o f  h is  fe llo w -serv an ts  iu 
In d ia . I  w as y e t  b u t  a  s tra n g e r  to  th e  ch a ru rtn  1 

d e p o s i t io n  o f  th e  M em b ers o f  y o u r  a d m in is tra tio n . 
t h a t  M ah m u d  R izza ( aw n h ad  en joyed  tAe zovereit*V o 
th is  p ro v in ce  fo r seven  y e a rs  p a s t, h ad  possessed  „ J  
s t ip e n d  o f  n in e  lacks o f ru p ees , th e  u n co n tro lle d  d U n ^ T f  
th ir ty - tw o  lack s in tru s te d  th e  u se  o f th Vri !’
th e  a b s o lu te  co m m an d  o f  ev e ry  b ra n c h  o f  th e  N iz a m u t 
a n d  th e  c liie f  a u th o r i ty  in  th e  D ew anee T ,, * /  ’
p l a in ly ; h e  was, in  ev e ry th in g  b u t  th e  nam e, th e  N azim  
o f  t h e  p ro v in ce , an d  in  re a l a u th o r i ty  m o re  th a n  th e  N azim .
I  cou ld  n o t  su p p o se  h im  so  in a tte n tiv e  to  h is  ow n security" 
n o r  so  i U -versed in  t h e  m ax im s o f  E a s te rn  policy , a s  to  h av e  
neg lec ted  th e  du o  m ean s o f  e s ta b lis h in g  an in terest ,,-;th  
s u c h  o f  th e  C om pany’s  ag en ts , as, by  a c tu a l a u th o r ity , or 
b y  re p re se n ta tio n  to  th e  H o n o u rab le  C om pany  m ig h t be 
ab le  to  p ro m o to  o r  o b s tru c t  h is  v iew s." : ’

T h e  office o f  M oham m ed  R eza  K h an  co n s is ted  o f  tw o  I 
p a r t s ;  th e  one w as th e  office o f N aib  Dewa“ h ich  h e  I 
re p re se n te d  th e  C om pany , ns D owan o r  M a s te r  o f th e  lie- j

“"a *** Fubruury. i
a Committee of Scvrcsy, ! 7ti I , Fifth Koport, Appendix, No. iv.
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V en u es ; th e  o th e r  w as  th e  office o f  N a ib  S u b ah , a s  i t  w as BOOK 
naBe-ebby t h e  P re s id e n t  a n d  C o u n c il, rnoro  p ro p e r ly  th e  c h a p . i . 

N a ib  N azim , in  w h ich  h e  r e p re s e n te d  th e  N a b o b  in  h is  — —  
office o f  N az im , t h a t  d e p a r tm e n t  o f  th e  S n b a h d a re e , th e  1" ”' 
n a m e  a n d  m in is te r ia l  fu n c tio n s  o f  w h ic h  w ere  s t i l l  r e se rv e d  
to  th e  n a t iv e  P rin c e . T h e  fu n c tio n s  o f  th o  N a ib  D ow an  
Were in d eed  su p p lie d  by  th e  n e w  sc h e m e  fo r  le v y in g  th o  
re v e n u e . B u t  fo r th o se  o f  th o  N a ib  S u b ah , a s  th e y  ca lled  
h im , n o  p ro v is io n  a s  y e t  w as m ad e . T h e  d u t ie s  a n d  im 
p o r ta n c e  o f  t h a t  office, a re  t h u s  d e sc rib e d  b y  M r. H a s tin g s  
a n d  c o n n n itte o  ; “ T h o  office o f  N a ib  S u b a h , a cco rd in g  to  
i t s  o rig in a l c o n s titu tio n , c o m p re h e n d s  t h e  s u p e r in te n d e n c e  
o f  th e  N ab o b ’s  ed u ca tio n , th o  m a n a g e m e n t o f  liis  h o u se 
ho ld , th e  re g u la tio n  o’f  h is  ex p en ses , th o  r e p re s e n ta t io n  
o f  h is  p e rso n , th e  c h ie f  a d m in is tr a t io n  o f  ju s t ic e  ; th e  
is su in g  o f  a ll o rd e rs , a n d  d ire c tio n  o f  a ll  m e a s u re s  w h ic h  
re s p e c t t h e  g o v e rn m e n t a n d  p o lic e  o f  t h e  p r o v in c e s ; th e  
c o n d u c t o f  a ll p u b l ic  n e g o tia tio n s , a n d  e x e c u tio n  o f  t r e a 
t i e s  ; in  a  w o rd , every branch o f executive government.” 1

N o th in g  can  a ffo rd  a  m o re  v iv id  c o n c e p tio n  o f  w h a t I  
m a y  p e rh a p s  b e  a llo w ed  to  c a ll th e  style o f  g o v e rn m e n t 
w h ic h  th e n  e x is te d  in  B engal, th o  te m p e r  w ith  w h ich  th e  
d iffe ren ce  b e tw e e n  so m e  p e rfo rm a n c e  a n d  no  p e r fo rm a n c e  
o f  th e  d u t ie s  o f g o v e rn m e n t w as reg a rd ed , th a n  t h i s  ; t h a t  
th o  officer ou  w h o m  “ every branch o f  the executive govern- 
m eat"  d ep en d ed , w as s n o u te d  so m e  d a y s  b e fo re  th e  2 8 tli 
o f  A p r il ; a n d  t h a t  i t  w as n o t t i l l  th o  1 1 th  o f  J u ly ,  t h a t  a  
p ro p o s it io n  w as b ro u g h t  fo rw ard  to  d e te rm in e  w lia t sh o u ld  
ho  d o n e  w ith  th e  office h e  h ad  filled.2 A  l e t t e r  s ig n e d  b v  
t h e  C o m p an y ’s  p r in c ip a l  s e rv a n ts  a t  M oor.shedabad, an d  
rece iv ed  a t  F o r t  W illia m  on th e  2 1 st o f M ay, d e c la re d  ;
«  IVe m u s t  a lso  o b se rv e  to  you  th e  n e c e ss ity  th e r e  is  fo r 
sp e ed ily  a p p o in tin g  a  N a ib  t o  th e  N iz a m u t, a s  th e  b u s in e ss  
o f  t h a t  d e p a r tm e n t, p a r t ic u la r ly  th e  c o u r ts  o f  ju s t ic e ,  is  
su s p e n d e d  fo r w a n t o f  a  p e rso n  p ro p e rly  a u th o r iz e d  to  c o n 
f irm  th o  d ec rees  o f  th e  se v e ra l c o u r ts  o f  ju s tic e , a n d  to  
p a s s  se n te n c e  on  c rim in a ls , b e s id e s  v a rio u s  o th e r  m a t te r s  
o f  b u s in e ss , w h ere in  th e  in te rp o s it io n  o f  th o  S u b ah  [Subah- 
dar] is  im m e d ia te ly  n ecessa ry .” * W h y  w as n o t  so m e

I frnwiiltatton, 11th Ju ly, I l H ,  Minute* of Kvl.lcnce, ut surra, li.!»7a.
•  (jo in t,. lu i .- t ll l i i llo n ,  ( ' i n  A pril, 177'J. M hm lo i, in o i l '  '.  1’ 1 ■ 1 mill

C u lm ination , m i l  J u ly . 1772, Ibid. p .0 7 S , !W4 .
3 Sen tbo hotter, Minutes, lit supra, p.974.
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a rra n g e m e n t tak en  ; o r  r a th e r ,  is  i t  n ecessa ry  to  ask, why 
^ gc«A K 'i. Som e a rra n g e m e n t w as n o t  ta k e n  to  p re v e n t th e  suspen - 

1772 s i ° n  o f  th e  ju d ic ia l  an d  ev e ry  b ra n c h  o f  th e  ex ecu tive  
g o v e rn m en t, be fo re  th e  officer w as a r re s te d  on  w hom  all 
th e s e  g re a t  o p e ra tio n s  d ep en d ed  ! 1

T h e  R a ja  S h ita b  R oy  h e ld  th e  sa m e  office a t  P a tn a , for 
th e  p ro v in ce  o f  B ah ar, as  w as h e ld  b y  M o h am m ed  Roza 
K h a n  a t  M oorshedabad , fo r th a t  o f  Bengal. B ecause M o
h am m ed  R eza K h a n  w as a rre s ted , a n d  s e n t  to  C a lc u tta  for 
h is  tr ia l,  a n d  because, as  h o ld in g  th e  sa m e  office, i t  seem ed  
P ro p e r  t h a t  th e y  sh o u ld  b o th  sh a re  th e  sa m e  fate, S h ita b  
R oy w as in  lik e  fa sh io n  a r re s te d , a n d  s e n t  to  h is  t r ia l.

A h te ram -a l-d o w lah  w as a  s u rv iv in g  b r o th e r  o f  Ja ffie r 
A li K h an , th e  deceased  S u b ah d ar , th e  un c le  o f th e  y o u n g  
N ab o b , th e  e ld e s t e x is tin g  m ale , an d  h en ce  th e  n a tu ra l  
g u a rd ian , o f  th e  fam ily  : on th i s  g ro u n d  h e  p re se n te d  a 
p e t i t io n  to  ‘ th e  G en tlem en ,” p ray in g  th a t  he  m ig h t be 
ap p o in ted  to  th e  v a c a n t office o f N e a h u t N iz a m u t ; in  o th e r  
w ords, bo chosen  N a ib  u n d e r  th e  N azim .

T h e  D irec to rs , th o u g h  reso lved  n o t to  b e  any  lom rer 
D ew an  u n d e r  a  cloak  j w ere  y e t  eager to  p re se rv e  th e  su p 
p o sed  b en efit o f  c la n d e s tm .ty , in  th e  o th e r  d e p a r tm e n t  of 
th e  S u b ah d aree , th e  N izam u t.’ T h e  se rv a n ts  in  In d ia  d e 
c la red  th e ir  fu ll co n cu rren ce  in  th e  w isdom  of t h a t  polioy .  
B u t  th e y  conceived  th a t  fo r th is  p u rp o se  su c h  a n  officer L

adm L',St “ f dv'ii J u s t lc o fa n /o f  c“  t  ,h e
F u l h r , ,  devised, which remiered
n eee sx n T i tho Com mittee speak of the office as o r i t d n a l l X S t  tnted m f u  

T . ’. 'fk0 pr?at dT ee  sllPerse(Icd b-v English r e g u la tio n s .-W  ’
J hough we have not a doubt but that by the exertion of your abilities 

and the care and assiduity o f our servants in the superintendency o f tile  
revenues, the collections will be conducted with m ore advantage to the Com
pany. and case to the natives, than by m eans o f a Naib Dewan ; we are fully 
sensible or the expediency of supporting some ostensible m inister in the 
f  Oinjmny s interest at tiie Nabob’s court, to transact tlic political affairs of 
the ( in  ir. and interiN.se between tin- Compunv and tin; subject* of iinv  
European power, in all ca-e-i wherein tlicv may thwart our interest, or en 
croach on mir authority.” hotter from the Court of D irectors to tho lh o si-  
dent and Council at Port William, 2dth A ugust, 1771: Minutes, ut nuprn,

1,10 exped iency remarked bv tin 
U onoiirahle ( ourt ot Directors, o f holding out the authority o f the country
governm ent to E tm .|.,an  powers, in all cases th er e in  their interests may  
interfere vvitli tho c of the Compunv.” Consultation. 1 Itli J u ly  177" \n  
nutes, nt supra, p. J7s. Mr. Hustings. in his letter. 24th March 1 7 7 4  seem s 

• »ned altogether tl • wh tom o f  clandcstinity T h e re’c i ? t S
o f  ̂ .A  " " A  1,1 thls ,!n ’v ,m u- Kven the pretensionsOf tho Nabob may p in -' u ource of great cmharra^smont, when In- 1* of

tfc ’WP' ,1‘ 01 Wl-M, ,,remits hi.
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(so  th e y  s ty le d  th e  N a ib  o f  th e  N az im ) w as BOOK V. 
n e i th e r  n ece ssa ry  n o r  d e s ira b le  ; f irs t, on  a c c o u n t o f  th e  oiiap. i .
expen.se, n ex t, th e  d e leg a tio n  o f  p o w er, w h ich  c o u ld  n e v e r  ----------- *
00 w ith o u t  a  p o r tio n  o f  d anger. T h e y  re so lv ed , th e re fo re , 17‘ -- 
f h a t  th e  offico o f  N a ib  S u b ah  sh o u ld  b e  ab o lish e d .1 T h a t  
18 to  sayr, th e y  reso lved , t h a t  t h e  m a in  in s t r u m e n t  o f  go 
v e rn m e n t, t h a t  Oil w h ic h  th o  a d m in is tr a t io n  o f  ju s tic e , th e  
w ho le  b u sin e ss  o f  po lice, a n d  ev e ry  b r a n c h  o f  th e  e x ecu tiv e  
g o v e rn m e n t d ep en d ed , sh o u ld  be ta k e n  aw ay  ; an d  w h a t 
d id  th e y  s u b s t i tu te ,  fo r  an sw erin g  th e  sa m e  en d s  '! T h e  
C o u r ts  o f  R ev iew  e s ta b lis h e d  a t  C a lc u tta  m ig h t  b e  ex 
p e c te d  to  su p p ly  th e  p lace o f  th e  N a ib  o f  th e  N azim , in  
re sp e c t to  th o  a d m in is tra tio n  o f  ju s t ic e  : w ith  re s p e c t to  
a ll th o  O ther b ran ch es  o f  g o v e rn m en t, an sw era b le  fo r  th o  
h a p p in e s s  o t be tw een  tw e n ty  a n d  t h i r t y  m illio n s  o f  h u m a n  
bem gs, no  s u b s t i tu t io n  w h a tso e v e r  w as m a d e :  so  p ro fo u n d , 
fo r  1 a c q u it  th e m  o n  th e  sc o re  o f  in te n t io n , w as  th e  f o n d  

o f  w h a t t £ v h e n  f  Sftlng,u ish e d  th e  E “ gliBh ru le rs  o f  In d ia , 
a iiiW h  i  ^ °  / d vt0  t k e  P e °P le> o v c r  w h o m  th e y  ru le d , 
d e r i n u t r ^ l  ° f™ bose.lab o u r, u n d e r  th o  p re te n c e  o f  m i 
t e ' " g  to  th e m  th e  se rv ices  o f  g o v e rn m e n t, th e y  to o k  fro m  
th e m , an d  d isp o sed  o f  a s  th e y  p le a s e d !  N o  d o u b t  th e  

. s  ° ,  8 ° v e m m e n t, th u s  le f t  w i th o u t  a n  o rgan , w ere  in
c o u lY w 'i I ™ 611 " f  3,’’ w hon  th e y  p re s s e d  u p o n  th e m  a n d  
C W  l and  ilvo ,K‘odl p e rfo rm ed  b o th  b y  th e  P re s id e n t  a n d  
n X  y  * °  a e r^ au t5  d is t r ib u te d  in  th e  different
p a i t s  o f th e  c o u n try . B u t  lm w  im p e l fee ilv  th o s e  se rv ice s  
o t g o v e rn m e n t m u s t  h av e  boon ren d e red , fo r  w h io h  no pro
v ision  wTas m ad e  a n d  w h ich , a s  o ften  os th ey  were ren 
dered , w ere  re n d e re d  a s  w o rk s  o f  s u p e re ro g a tio n  b y  th o se  
w h o  h a d  o th e r  o b b g a tio n s  to  fulfil, i t  i s  u n n ecessa ry  to  
o bse rve .

T h o u g h  so  l i t t le  w as do n e  fo r r e n d e r in g  to  t h e  p eop lo  
th e  se rv ices  o f g o v e rn m en t, th e r e  w as a n o th e r  b ra n c h  o f  
th o  d u tie s  o f  th e  N a ib  N azim , w h ich  m e t  w i th  a  v e ry  
d if fe re n t s o r t  a n d  sty lo  o f  a t te n t io n . T h a t  was, iu  n am e, 
th o  su p e rin te n d e n c e  o f  th o  ed u c a tio n  a n d  h o u se h o ld  o f th e  
N ab o b  ; in  re a li ty , th e  d isb u rse m e n t o f  th e  m oney , a l lo tte d  
fo r h is  s ta te  a n d  su p p o r t. T h is  w as a  m a t te r  o f  p r im e  
im p o rta n c e ; an d  w as m e t w ith  a p ro p o r tio n a l in te n s i ty  o f  
c o n s id e ra tio n  a n d  care . I t  w o u ld  b e  u n ju s t ,  how ever, to

1 Ibid, p.1178.



V. im p u te  to  t l ie  in d iv id u a ls  th e  d e fec t in  p o in t  o f  virtu® 
CHAP. I. w h ich  th is  c o n tr a s t  seem s to  h o ld  fo rth . T h e  b lam e  is  du L
------------  to  th e i r  education, t h e  s o r t  o f  ed u ca tio n  w h ich  th e i r  couutO

17 / 2. bes to w s. T h ey  h a d  b een  ta u g h t  to  co n s id e r  th e  d isbu rse  
m e n t  o f  a  v e ry  la rg e  su m  of m oney , as a  m a t te r  o f p ro
d ig ious im p o r ta n c e ; th e y  h a d  n e v e r  b een  t a u g h t  to  consider 
th e  ren d e r in g  o f  th e  se rv ices  o f  g o v e rn m e n t to  th e  people- 
p ro v id ed  t h e  peo p le  w ou ld  bo  q u ie t, a s  a  m a t te r  o f an y  ip1 
p o r ta n c e  a t  all. T h ey  m u st, th e re fo re , h av e  b een  su p e rio 1' 
to  o rd in a ry  m en  ; th e y  m u s t  h av e  b e longed  to  t h a t  sm all 
n u m b e r  w ho  r ise  ab o v e  th e  m e n ta l  lev e l w h ich  tlici> 
c o u n try  an d  i t s  in s t i tu t io n s  a re  c a lcu la ted  to  form , ha<- 
th e y  d isp lay ed  a  h ig h e r  m easu re , th a n  th e y  d id , o f  wisdom 
a n d  v ir tu e .

T h is  h ig h -p rized  d e p a r tm e n t o f  th e  fu n c tio n s  o f  th c 
N a ib  N azim  w as even  d iv id ed  in to  tw o  p o r tio n s : th e  la t te 1 
su b je c t  to  th e  co n tro l o f th e  fo rm er. O ne p o rtio n  wa* 
m ad e  to  co n sist, in  “ th e  g u a rd ia n sh ip  o f th e  N abob , am* 
th e  care  and  ru le  o f  h is  fa m ily ;” th e  o th e r  “ in  reg u la tin g  
a n d  p ay in g  th e  sa la rie s  o f th e  N ab o b ’s se rv a n ts , an d  k eep ' 
ing  th e  acco u n t o f h is  expenses, to  b e  m o n th ly  t ra n s m itte d  
to  th e  Board , accord ing  to  th e  o rd e rs  o f th e  H onourab le  
C o u r t  o f D irec to rs .” 1

T o e x ecu te  th e  f irs t  o f  th e s e  p o r tio n s  ( th e  p re te n s io n s  of 
A lite ram -u l-D ow la , an d  i f  a  w om an w as to  b e  chosen , those  
o f  th e  m o th e r  o f th e  N ab o b  th e  w ife  o f  M eer Ja f lie r  being  
s e t  as ide) M u nny  B egum , a  second  wife, o r r a th e r  concub in0 
o f  M eer Jaffier, a  p e rso n  w ho  h a d  b een  o rig in a lly  a  dancing  
g irl, w as p re fe rred  an d  ap p o in ted . T h e  re a so n s 'a re  th u ^  
assig n ed  b y  th e  m a jo rity  o f  th e  council, in  th e ir  m in u te  of 
th e  11 th  o f Ju ly , 1772 : “ W e know  no p e rso n  so fit fo r th<' 
t r u s t  o f  g u a rd ian  to  th e  N ab o b , as th e  w idow  o f th e  lat£ 
N ab o b  Ja ff ie r  A lly  Cawn, M unnee  B egum  ; h e r  ra n k  m a) 
g ive  h e r  a  cla im  to  th is  p re-em inence , w ith o u t h aza rd  to 
o u r  ow n p o l ic y : n o r  w ill i t  bo fo u n d  in co m p a tib le  w ith  
th e  ru le s  p resc rib ed  to  h e r  sex  b y  th e  law s an d  m an n e rs  oi . 
h e r  co u n try , as h e r  a u th o r i ty  w ill b e  confined  to  th e  wall3 
o f th e  N ab o b ’s palace, an d  th e  D ow an”  (m ean ing  th e  person  
w ho sh o u ld  ho ld  th e  seco n d ary  office, th e  p ay m as te r, and  
a c c o u n ta n t ) “ w ill ac t, o f  course , in  a ll cases in  w h ich  she 
can n o t p e rso n a lly  ap p ear. G re a t a b il i t ie s  a re  n o t  to  b° 

i Consultation. 11th J.ily, 17T?, Minute?, ut supra, p.978.
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8 (S i\ -  \  ® |M A T .\1 E N T  OF MOHAMMED REZA KHAN. j
®x.P.Coto.d in  a  Z onnana, b u t  in  th o se  sh e  is  v e ry  fa r  fro m  BOOK V. 
® ® ingdeficient, u o r  is  an y  e x tra o rd in a ry  re a c h  o f  u n tlo r-  c h a p . i .
•standing re q u is ite  fo r so l im ite d  a n  em ploy . S h e  is  s a i d --------- —
to  h ave  acq u ired  a  g re a t a s c e n d a n t o v e r th e  s p i r i t  o f  th e  
N abob , b e in g  th e  o n ly  p e rso n  o f  w h o m  lie  s ta n d s  in  an y  
k in d  o f  a w e ; a  c ircu m stan ce  h ig h ly  n ece ssa ry  fo r  fu lfilling  
th e  c h ie f  p a r t  o f h e r  d u ty , in  d ire c tin g  h is  ed u c a tio n  
a n d  co n d u c t, w h ich  a p p e a r  to  h avo  b een  h i th e r to  m u c h  
n e g lec ted .” 1

W ith  reg a rd  to  th e  second  o f  th e  ab o v e-d esc rib ed  p o r 
tio n s , a  m in u te , in  th e  C o n su lta tio n , 1 1 th  Ju ly , 1772, s ig n ed  
W a rre n  H astin g s, says, * T ho  P re s id e n t  p ro p o ses  R a ja  G oor- 
dass, th o  so n  o f M aha  R a ja h  N u n d co m ar, fo r th e  office of 
D ew a ll to  th e  N ab o b ’s ho u seh o ld . T h o  in v e te ra te  a n d  
ro o ted  e n m ity  w h ich  h a s  long  s u b s is te d  b e tw e e n  M ah o m et 
i te za  Caw n a n d  N u n d co m ar, an d  th e  n e c e ss ity  o f  e m p lo y 
ing  th e  v ig ilance a n d  a c t iv i ty  o f  so  p e n e tra tin g  a  r iv a l  
t o  c o u n te ra c t th e  desig n s o f  M ah o m et R eza  C aw n, an d  

o e ia d ic a te  t h a t  in flu en ce  w h ich  h e  s t i l l  r e ta in s  in  th e  
g o v e rn m en t o f  th is  p rov ince, an d  m o re  espec ia lly  in  th e

lrttwu>ttth«’ V.1!j5!l>ri,r is inri0"s enrol* that Bastions, in Ills
hi 1 ,h  r S, ’ ?  !s ! ? r 1 lH' It'nhlful H ead 2  his Fam ily ; " and tells
P™ :, to L o u a t t o " ;  m ' V ' ” ' * .  dccoaiod F a th er "  ib! too . !?, a

JaroSwtta ijfS S  T * *  of Wreeiew. Mr- Ilaith.it* atawa
11,-sa  K han •• und that* iT w b  n* 10 ’ l,>« dw lared  i-iiomy of Mohammed
L'uilr rr, till , 11 " iH necessary, in order to  obtain evidence oi his
arrested with " d h  tho cndinles o f tlm t prisoner, who was

m  ■ §l.iou li M ho, bj, his liein,' brought so niKh t , the Muv.md, would have ac
quired .1 right of inheritance to the SiiNalishin: and if only one of h s s-m< 
who urc all in the prime of life, should h ive ra w .I  Ins hopes'to the succession
it would have been in Ins power at any time to rem ove the •• n -le  obs> a. le 
w hich  tile Nabob’s life opposed to advancem ent of the fm nilv. The guardian 
at least, would have been Hie Nizam , w hile tho m inority lasted ; mid all tho 
advantages which the Company may hope to derive from it, in the continua
tion of their power, would have been lost, or could  on ly have been m aintained  
by a contention hurtful to their rights, or by a violence y et more excep
tionable. T he case would be the same were any other man placed in that 
station. The truth is, that the affairs o f the Com pany stand at present on a 
footing which can nclthor last as it  is. nor l>e m aintained on the riv;id prin
ciples of private justice. You m ust establish your own power, or you m ust 
hold it dependent on a  superior, wh :h I deem to l»c impossible.

“ Tho Uej'ura, ns a w om an, is incapable of passing tho bounds assigned  
her. Her ambition cannot aspire to higher dignity." She bus no children  
to provide for, or m islead her fidelity. Her actual authority rests on the 
Nabob's life, and therefore c'.m ut endanger i t ;  it m ust cease with Uii 
m inority, when she must depend absolutely on the Company fur support 
against her ward and pupil, who will then becom e her m aster.” Fifth He - 
port, Conumttee o f Secrecy, 1781, A ppendix, N o. iv.
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X^ < 3 3 & 'T . .  fam ily  o f  th e  N ab o b , a re  th e  so le m o tiv e s  fo r  liis  recoffl' 
c h a p . i. m e n d a tio n .” 1

— ——  T h e  re v e n u e  allow ed to  th e  u se  o f  th e  N ab o b  had  
17' 2- h i th e r to  b een  so g re a t  a  su m  a s  th ir ty - tw o  la ck s  o f  rupees. 

O f th is  th e  D ire c to rs  h a d  a lre a d y  co m p la in ed  : an d , ag ree
ab ly  to  t h e i r  d ire c tio n s , in  J a n u a ry , 1772, on  th o  a lle
g a tio n  o f  th o  non-ago o f  th o  N abob , i t  w a . red u ced  to  one 
half.

M oham m ad S a n  Kft&n ond  S h i ta b  Roy w orn b rought 
p r is o n e rs  to  C a lc u tta  in  th e  m o n th  o f  A p ril. I n  h is  lo t to ’ 
o f th e  1 s t o f  S ep tem b e r, to  th e  C o u r t o f  D irec to rs , Mr. 
H a s tin g s  sa y s  : “ I t  m ay  a t  f irs t s ig h t ap p e a r  ex trao rd inary ') 
th a t  M a h m u d  R izzu C aw u  a n d  R a ja  S h ita b  Roy h avo  b een  
so long  d e ta in e d  in  co n fin em en t w ith o u t  a n y  p ro o fs h av in g  
b een  o b ta in e d  o f th e i r  g u ilt , o r  m easu res  ta k e n  to  b r in g  
th e m  to  a  tr ia l .” A m o n g  th o  cau ses o f  th is , he  f irs t speci
fics th e  g re a t  lo ad  o f  b u s in e ss  w ith  w h ich  th o  t im e  o f  tho  
co u n se l h ad  b een  consum ed . Ho th e n  says. “ N e ith e r  
M a h m u d  R izza C aw n n o r  R aja  S h ita b  R oy  co m p la in  o f th o  
de lay  a s  a  h a rd sh ip . P e rh ap s  a ll  p a r tie s , as  is u su a l in 
m o s t cases o f  a  p u b lic  concern , h a d  th e i r  se c re t  v iew s, 
w h ich , on  th i s  occasion, th o u g h  o p p o site  in  th e i r  d irec tio n , 
fo r tu n a te ly  co n cu rred  in  th e  sam e po in ts . T h ese  h ad  
conceived  h o p es  o f  a  re lax a tio n  o f  th e  C o m p an y ’s  o r d e r s ; 
M ah m u d  R izza C aw n h a d  even  b u o y ed  h im se lf  u p  w ith

1 M inutes, a t supra, p. 994. T he President goes oh, “ These reasons w ill 
justify  the nom ination o f a man to supply the place of the late Nuib Soobnh. 
w ho is known to  be h is most violent opponent, and m ost capable of opposing  
him . It is not pretended that these ends are to be obtained m erely from the 
abilities o f Iliya  G om dass; his youth  nnd inexperience render him , although  
unexceptionable in other respects, inadequate to the real purposes o f his 
appointm ent; hut h is father hath all tlu* abilities, perseverance, and temper, 
requisite for such ends, In a  decree, perhaps, exceeding any man iu P.em/ul. 
Th'-'s: t dents, heretofore, made him  obnoxious to «overm ncnt Itself, ..ml 
therefore it m ight bo thought unsafe to trust him with an authority so near
ilie  Nabob ; ............it is  therefore propu ed to confer it upon his son , who la of
h im self incapable c f  m ailing a very bail m e of It, and to allow of his acting  
under the influence nnd instruction c f  bis father, ■who, boldine; no office under 
the Nabob, ami 1.oiuk u subject of our governm ent, may be removed without 
riclat, or th e ltnst appearance o f v iolence, w henever he shall be* proved, or 
even suspected, to abuse his tru st.” Messrs. D aw es, Lnvrrel, and Graham, 
dissented fi'mii the Pre.-ident and the m ajority, and objected to the appoint
m ent o f Raja Goordujis. “ Because,'’ say they, ‘‘ we c.-dcim it, in effect, the 
appointm ent of N uinhom ar, who, with respect to the various accusations 
atfuluht h is political conduct, nnd the orders which have been in consequence 
received, stands in such a predicament as to preclude, in our opinion, un a c 
quiescence in the. President's proposition.” Jb. 90*»- In his answ er. the Pre
sident vindicates the political conduct of Nundeom nr, which he affirm , to ho 
w ithout blem ish, though he rays he w ill “ not take upon him  to vindicate 1ns 
moral character.” Ib. U%, 097.

/ " I
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a  r e s to r a t io n  to  l i is  f o rm e r  a u th o r i ty ,  b y  t h e  BOOK V. 
in te r ia t  o f  h is  f r ie n d s  a n d  a  c h a n g e  in  t h e  D ire c tio n . I  chap. i .
p r e te n d  n o t  to  e n te r  in to  t h e  v iew s o f  o t h e r s ; m y  o w n  ------------
w e re  th e s e :  M a h m u d R iz z a C a w n ’s in f lu e n c e  s t i l l  p r e v a i le d  1" - -  
g e n e ra lly  th ro u g h o u t  th e  c o u n tr y  ; in  th e  N a b o b ’s  h o u s e 
h o ld , a n d  a t  th e  c a p i t a l ,  i t  w as sc a rc e  a ffe c ted  b y  h is  
p lU se n t d isg ra c e  : h is  fav o u r  w as s t i l l  c n u r to d , a n d  h is  
a n g e r  d re a d e d . W h o , u n d e r  s u c h  d is c o u ra g e m e n ts , w o u ld  
g iv e  in fo rm a tio n  o r  e v id e n c e  a g a in s t  h i m ?  H is  a g e n ts  
a n d  c r e a t u r e s  t illed  e v e ry  o llice o f  th o  N iz a m u t a n d  
D ow unuco  ; how  w as th e  t r u t h  o f  h is  c o n d u c t  t o  b e  i n 
v e s tig a te d  b y  th e s e  1 I t  w o u ld  b e  s u p e rf lu o u s  to  a d d  o th e r  
a rg u m e n ts  to  sh o w  th o  n e c e s s ity  o f  p re s s in g  th o  in q u iry  
by  b re a k in g  b is  in f lu e n ce , r e m o v in g  h i s  d e p e n d a n ts ,  a n d  
p u t t i n g  th o  d ir e c t io n  o f  a ll  t h e  a ffa ire  w h ic h  h a d  b e e n  
c o m m itte d  to  h i s  c a re , in to  th e  h a n d s  o f  t h e  m o s t  p o w er
f u l  o r  a c t iv e  o f  h is  e n e m ie s . W i th  t h i s  v iew , to o , t h e  
i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  th o  n ew  D ew an n ee  o b v io u s ly  co in c id ed .
T h e se  w ere  m y  r e a l  m o tiv e s  fo r  p o s tp o n in g  th o  in q u iry .” 1 

W ith .r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  f u r th e r  p ro g re s s  o f  t h a t  in q u iry , fo r  
f a c i l i ta t in g  w h ic h  s u c h  e x t r a o rd in a r y  p ro c e e d in g s  h a d  
le eu  d e s c rib e d  a s  n e c e s sa ry , p ro c e e d in g s  s u ff ic ie n t to  p ro 

c u re  th e  d e s t ru c t io n , w h e n  r e q u ire d , ot th e  m o s t  in n o c e n t  
of m e n  ; i t  w as, n e v e r th e le s s , a l t e r  tw o  y e a r s ’ c o n f in e m e n t,2 
d o g u u la tio n , a n d  a n x ie ty , ju d ic ia l ly  d e c la re d , t h a t  in  M o
h a m m e d  R oza K h an , a n d  R a ja  S h i ta b  R oy , n o  g u i l t  h ad  
b een  p ro v ed . T h ere  is  n o  p ro o f  t h a t  t h e i r  d e s t ru c t io n  w as 
a t  a n y  t im e  au  o b je c t  w i th  Mr. H a s t in g s ; a n d  th e i r  a c q u i t 
ta l  p ro v es  t h a t  c e r ta in ly  i t  w as n o t  so  to  t h e  en d . O f  M o
h a m m e d  R eza K h a n , a s  c o n n e c te d  w ith  s u b s e q u e n t  fa c ts  o f  
g r e a t  im p o r ta n c e , we s h a l l  a f te rw a rd s  h a v e  to  sp e ak . B u t  
th e  m in d  o f S h i ta b  R oy, w ho  w as a  m a n  o f  a  h ig h  s p i r i t ,  
w as to o  d e e p ly  w o u n d ed  fo r h is  h e a l th  t o  e s c a p e ; an d  h e  
d ied  o f  a  b ro k e n  h e a r t ,  a  s h o r t  t im e  a f te r  h is  r e tu r n  to  
P a tn a . A s so m e  c o m p e n s a tio n  fo r t h e  ill-u sag e  o f  S h i ta b  
R oy , M r. H a s tin g s , on  h is  v  sit t o  P a tn a , w h e n  tra v e l l in g  
t o  m e e t th e  V iz ir  a t  B en ares , in  1773, a p p o in te d  h is  so n  
R o y -ro y an , o r  c h ie f  n a t iv e  a g e n t o f  f in an ce , in  th e  p ro v in c e

1 T here w.i-, no confinement no' (jcrsonal restraint beyond an enforced resl- 
denee in Calcutta, und this was an doubt considered by the purtles them selves 
us u:i advantage, as it afforded them opportunities of personally defending 
both their character and their interests.— W 

a Committee of Secrecy, 1781, Fifth R eport, Appci l ix , N o. iv .
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BOOICV. o f  B a b a r  ; “ from  an  e n tire  co n v ic tio n ,” as  ho  declared , “ ot 
c h a p . i .  th e  m e r i ts  an d  fa ith fu l se rv ices, an d  in  co n s id e ra tio n  o f th e
------------  la te  su fferings o f  h is  deceased  fa th e r .” 1

1772. D u rin g  th e  t im e  in  w h ich  th i s  g re a t  rev o lu tio n  w as ef
fec tin g  in  th e  G o v e rn m en t o f Bengal, th e  s i tu a tio n  o f th e  
n e ig h b o u rin g  p o w ers w as p re p a r in g  a n o th e r  field  o f a c tio n  
fo r th e  am b itio n  an d  e n te rp ris e  of th e  C o m pany’s se rv an ts . 
T h e  lo ss w h ich  th e  M a h ra tta s  h a d  su s ta in e d  in  th e i r  la te  
co n te s t w ith  th e  A b dallees, an d  th e  d issen sio n s w h ich  p re 
v a iled  am ong  th e i r  ch iefs, h a d  fo r sev e ra l y ea rs  p rese rv ed  
th e  n o r th e rn  p ro v in ces  from  th e i r  a la rm in g  incu rsions . 
N ujub-ail-dow la, th e  Rohillu , in w hom , as im p e r ia l d ep u ty , 
th e  c h ie f  pow er, a t  D elh i, h a d  b een  vested , u p o n  th e  d e
p a r tu re  o f th e  A bdallee  S hah , had , b y  h is  w isdom  and  
v igou r, p re se rv ed  o rd e r  an d  tra n q u i ll i ty  in  t h a t  p a r t  of 
H in d u s ta n . T h e  E m p ero r , S h ah  A u lu m , w ho resid ed  a t  
A llahabad , in  th e  en jo y m en t of th e  d is t r ic ts  o f  A llah ab ad  
a n d  C orah, a llo tted  as h is  dom in ion  in  th e  t r e a ty  la te ly  
concluded  w ith  h im  b y  th e  E n g lish  and  V izir, w here  h is  
s ta te  w as in  som e m easu re  su p p o r te d  b y  th e  p ay m en t o r 
e x p ec ta tio n  of th e  sliaro  w h ich  w as d ue  to  h im , anil w hich  
th e  E n g lish  ru le rs  h ad  b o u u d  th em se lv e s  to  pay , o f  th e  
rev en u es  o f B e n g a l ; h ad  m an ife s ted  g rea t im p a tien ce  
even before  th e  conclusion  o f  M r. V e re ls t’s  gov em m en tj 
to  m arch  to  D elh i, and  to  m o u n t th e  th ro n e  o f h is  an 
cesto rs . R esp ec t fo r th e  E ng lish , w ho lab o u red  to  rep re ss  
t h i s  foud  desire , an d  fo r th e  po w er o f  N ujuli-ad-dow la, w ho 
m ig h t  n o t  w illing ly  re tire  fro m  h is  com m and , delayed th e  
ex ecu tion  o f  th e  E m p e ro r’s designs. N u jub -ad -dow la d ied  
in  th e  y ea r  1770, a b o u t th e  v e ry  t im e  w hen  th e  am b itio n  
o f S h ah  A u lu m  h ad  s t im u la te d  h im  to  th e  h aza rd o u s p ro 
je c t  o f c o u rtiu g  th e  M a h ra tta s  to  a s s is t  h im  iu  re tu rn in g  
to  D elh i.

‘ For tho abovp aoene.. bosidos the docum ent! already quoted, see Scott’s 
Hint, o f imn.-.il. V.S; and F r Mutukhareen, ii. 1 1 - . -  -U.

’flu: truu-..irt:oiia m m n ’m - Slum b Itin tire iumti unilltly detuiled, find the 
cause of his death is u ^nauitoua supposition. In the first place, the term of 
his detention Is exaireerated ; it was little more Mom one year. He w hs  sent 
to  Calcutta In May 177‘i ,  and acquitted in duly 1773. As noticed in the text* 
h e made no  com plaint of the delay, and at the clo o < ? th e invest] 
was appointed Hoy Koran „? I’. h' r. with the addition of the office of Nnih 
Xa;• i ’ii he quitted Calcutta in A ugust, in a had state o f h ealth , and died «*• 
Patna, in September. His son, Ku'.lian Sing, was at onee nominated his su^* 
tc  > r m botli his fiscal and judicial functions. Letter irorn Bengal, 10th 
veiuber, 1773.—W.



w ith o u t  th e  c o n c e r t  o f  th e  E m p e ro r , th r e e  BOOK V. 
pow erfu l ch ie fs , T ookagec, S ind ia , a n d  B esajeo, h a d  ta k e n  cnAP. i.
a  p o s it io n  to  th e  n o r th w a rd  o f  th e  r iv e r  C h u m b u l, a n d  ------------
C overed  o v e r  th e  ad jo in in g  p ro v in ce s  w ith  300,000 h o rse . ' 177-- 
T h e  E m p e ro r , in  th e  b eg in n in g  o f  th e  y e a r  1771, h a d  
d e sp a tc h e d  h is  m in is te r  to  C a lc u tta  to  ob ta in , i f  n o t  th e  
a ss is tan ce , a t  le a s t  th e  a p p ro b a tio n  o f  th e  E n g lish , t o  h is  
p ro je c te d  e x p ed itio n  ; a n d  w as n o t  r e s tra in e d  by  th e i r  d is 
suasions. I'■ y  th e  e x e r tio n s  o f  th e  M ogul n o b les , a n d  th e  
a s s is ta n c e  o f  th e  V iz ir, w ho is  sa id  to  h a v e  ac te d  w ith  
m o re  th a n  h is  u su a l lib e ra lity ,2 h e  w as en ab led , in  th e  
m o n th  o f M ay, 1771, to  m a rc h  fro m  A lla h a b a d  a t  th e  h e a d  
o f an a rm y  o f  16,000 u icn . A t  th e  to w n  o f  N u b b e e  G u n g e  
a b o u t t h i r t y  m ile s  b ey o n d  th e  c ity  o f  F u ru c k a b a d , on  th e  
h ig h  ro ad  to  D elh i, w h e re  h e  w as c o n s tra in e d , b y  th e  co m 
m en cem en t o f  th e  ra in s, to  c a n to n  h is  a rm y , a  M a h ra t ta  
vakeel, o r  am b assad o r, w a ite d  h is  a rriv a l, a n d  p re s e n te d  
th e  d em an d s  o f  h is  m a s te rs . W h a te v e r  b a la n c e  o f  c h o u t  
w as d u e  fro m  th e  t im e  o f  M o h a m m e d  S h ah , m u s t  b e  d is- 
c h a rg e d ;  w h a te v e r  p lu n d e r  sh o u ld  b e  ta k e n , m u s t  b e  
d iv id ed  eq u a lly  b e tw e sn  th e  M ogul a n d  Mahratta fa-bops; 
tile  .M ahratta  le a d e rs  m u s t  b e  co n firm ed  in  t h e i r  ja g h ire s  ; 
an d  live lacks o f  rupees,* to w a rd  1 ho  ex p en se  o f  th e  w ar, 
m u s t  b e  im m ed ia te ly  ad v an ce d  to  th o  M a h ra t ta s  fro m  th e  
im p e ria l tre a su ry . W ith  w h a te v e r  in d ig n a tio n  th e s e  im 
p e rio u s  te rm s  m ig h t ho h o a rd , no  re lu c ta n c e  w as to  be 
show n. W hen  th e  season  for m a rch in g  r e tu rn e d , th e  M ah
r a t t a  ch iefs  an d  th e  n o b les  o f  D e lh i jo in ed  th e  r e t in u e  o f 
th e  E m p e ro r  j a n d  o n ' th o  2.5th o f D ece m b e r h e  m ad e  h is  
e n tra n c e  in to  th e  cap ita l, w ith  a ll th e  d isp lay  w h ic h  h is  
c ircu m stan ces  p laced  w ith in  th e  co m p ass o f  h is  pow er.

T h e  M a h ra tta s  afforded th e  E m p e ro r  b u t  a  few  d ay s  to

' T he Emperor lia<) noth ing to clo with their position . Tnkujee lio lk or,
Madhnicc Sindliia, anti Kislin Yisujoe, were uflUers of th e iY w hw a. bv whom, 
hi ran arm y had been sent into D im lm -tan, to recover the intluenrv lost 
at Piuiiy.ut, and t<> exact revenue upon the ltoh illos, for the aid ti cv had v. w 
to  the Ahd.ili. It w as for the easier accom plishm ent o f those objects, that they  
undertook to replace Shah Alem  on tho throne of D elh i. D uff’s BJaiirattas, 
ii. S!1

;• I rnncklin’s Shall A n lu m .p . 36. In the Seer M utnkharcen, the V izir Is 
?®'‘l to have exerted h lm relf to :ter the Emperor. The truth is, hi acted  
‘nsidiuiisly ; In appearance dissuading the Em peror from tho p H ectert exp e- 
ti, in ’ t °  kceP tulth with tho English ; recretly enconiaginir him  to it , from  
'ii' hopes of profiting, us he did. by this im provident adventure.

Wit,;.'”.1' Successors, p . 24'J) m entions ton lacks of rupees
m ou t any other condition! or exactions. ’
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liO C fK  V. en joy  th e  d ig n ity  a n d  p lea su re s  o f  h is  c a p i ta l ; w hen  they 
c h a p . 1 . h u r r ie d  h im  in to  th e  field . T h e  c o u n try  o f  th e  Hohill*3
— —-----  w as th e  o b jec t o f  c u p id ity  to  b o th  ; to  th e  E m p e ro r , a» 11,1

1 " '- .  in c rease  o f h is  l im ite d  t e r r i t o r y ;  to  th e  M u h ru tlu s, as tl
fi'-ld of plunder, if not a permanent possession. SehaM11
pore, tlio  ja g h iro  o f  th e  la te  m in is te r  N u jub -ad -dow la , th °  
R oh illu  chief, w ho h u d  se rv ed  th e  ro y a l fam ily  w ith  s° 
m u c h  fid e lity  a n d  ta le n t ,  an d , in  th e  ab sen ce  o f  th e  Em" 
p e ro r, h a d  g o v ern ed  th e  c ity  an d  p ro v in ce  o f  D e lh i fo r 11 
n u m b e r  o f y ea rs , lay  m o s t accessib le . I t  w as n o t, as th® 
o th e r  p o ssessio n s o f th e  R ohillas , on  th e  f u r th e r  side  o> 
th e  G anges, b u t  com m enced  u n d e r  th e  Sewalio h ills, a t  11 
d is ta n c e  o f  s e v e n ty  m iles fro m  D elh i, a n d  w as te rm in a te d  
b y  th e  s tro n g  fo rtre s s  o f G bose G h u r  on  th e  n o r th , an d  by 
S ak e rta l on th e  eas t. T h e  re su m p tio n  o f th e  gov ern m en t 
o f  D elh i, w h ich  h a d  b een  po ssessed  by  N ujub-ad-dow l»i 
t r a n s m it te d  to  h is  son Z a b ita  K h an , an d  th e  id ea  o f t b u 
re s e n tm e n t  w h ich  th a t  ch ie f  m u s t  h ave  conceived  upon 
th i s  re tre n c h m e n t o f  h is  pow er, ren d e red  h im  an  o b jec t of 
a p p reh en s io n  to  th e  E m p e ro r , and  reco m m en d ed  to  his 
a p p ro b a tio n  th e  j>roject o f  com m encing  o p era tio n s  w ith  tin ’ 
re d u c tio n s  o f  S eharunpore , T h e  M ogul forces, w hich  the  
E m p e ro r  accom pan ied  in  person , w ere com m anded  by 
M irza  N u ju f  K b'an, a  n a tiv e  o f P ersia , w ho accom pan ied  to  
D e lh i M irza  M ohsan, th e  b ro th e r  o f Sufl'der J u n g , th e  
N ab o b  o f  O ude, w hen  h e  re tu rn e d  from  th e  em bassy  on 
w h ich  he  h ad  b een  s e n t  to  N a d ir  S hah , a f te r  h is  invasion  
o f  H in d u s ta n . M irza N u ju f  w as o f  a  fam ily  sa id  to  be 
re la te d  to  th e  S oph i sovere igns o f  P ersia , an d  w as he ld  in 
co n fin em en t b y  th e  jea lo u sy  o f N ad ir, l lo  and  h is  s is te r  
w ore re leased  a t  th e  in te rce ss io n  o f  th e  H in d u s ta n  ainbaS" 
sa d o r ; w hen  th e  s is te r  becam e th e  wife o f  h e r  d e liv e re r i 
a n d  th e  b ro th e r  accom pan ied  th e m  on th e i r  d ep a rt u re  to 
H in d u s ta n . A fte r  th e  d e a th  o f  h is  benefac to r, M irza N u ju f  
a d h e re d  to  th e  fo rtu n e s  o f h is  son, M oham m ed Coollse 
K h a n , G overnor of A llah ab ad  ; and  w hen th a t  u n fo rtu n a te  
P rin c e  w as tre ach e ro u s ly  p u t  to  d e a th  b y  h is  cousin  Kujn- 
ad-dow la, th e  son  and  successo r o f  S u fider Ju n g , N n ju i 
K h a n  re tire d  w ith  a  few  follow ers in to  Bengal, and  offered 
h is  se rv ices to  M eer O asim . ’W hen th a t  N ab o b  fled for 
p ro te c tio n  to  th e  N ab o b  o f O ude, w hom  N u ju f  K h an , *® 
th e  friend  o f  M oham m ed C oo lleeK han , w as afra id  to  t r u s t

f(D! <sl\% V 'g a a / <«. /  IIIBTOIU’ o r  im iT is n  i k d i a .
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bibd iT iurted  in to  B u n d o lcu u d , an d  w as recc iv o d  in to  cm - BOOK. V . 
I ’lo y m o n t b y  o n e  o f  th e  c h ie fs  o f  t h a t  c o u n try . U p o n  th e  cuAr.
f l ig h t o f  S uja-nrl-dow la, a f te r  th e  b a t t l e  o f  B u x a r, M irza  ------------
N 'l ju f  olT-r .1 lii i o * (.lie l-lit .1 i 'i { td fu M M i Olttiina lT*e.
to  th q  govoi’iim o u t o f  A lla h a b a d  ; w in  fiivu im ib ly  in o o iv o d ; 
an.I p u t  in p..-. i.>a o f  a  p a r t  o f  th e  u u u u try . Hull w l.™  
th e  tr a n s f e r  o f  th a t  d is t r i c t  to  th o  E m p e ro r  eiuno  to  b e  r e 
g a rd e d  a s  a  p o li t ic  a rra n g e m e n t, th e  p re te n s io n s  o f  .N u ju f 
K h a n  w ere so t a s id e  ; an d , in  th o  w ay  o f  c o m p e n s a tio n , ho  
w as allow ed  a  p e n s io n  o f  tw o  la c k s  o f  ru p e e s  fro m  th o  
E n g lis h  rev en u es , un d  re c o m m e n d e d  w a rm ly  to  t h e  E m 
p e ro r. H is  ta le n ts  an d  a d d re s s  ra ise d  h im  to  a  h ig h  s ta tio n  
in  th o  se rv ice  o f  t h a t  e n feeb led  S overe ign , w h o m  h e  a c c o m 
p an ied , a s  co in m au d o r o f  th e  fo rces, o n  h is  il l- fa te d  e x p e 
d i t io n  to  D e lh i.

„ T h e  u n i te d  p o w er o f  th e  E m p e ro r  a n d  M a h ra tta s , Z a b ita  
K h a n , th o u g h  h e  m a d e  a  s p i r i te d  d efence , w as  u n a b le  to  
w i th s ta n d . H e  w as o v e rco m e  in  b a t t l e ;  a n d  fled  ac ro ss  
tb e  G anges , in  h o p es  t o  d e fe n d  w h a t t e r r i to r ie s  h e  p o s 
se ssed  on  th e  o p p o s ite  s ide . H o  s ta tio n e d  p a r t ie s  o f  t ro o p s  
a t  th e  d if fe re n t fo rds , b u t  t h i s  w eak e n ed  b is  m a in  b o d y  ;
N u ju f  K lia n  g a llan tly  b ra v e d  th o  s tre a m , a n d  w as follow ed 
*' th o  M a h ra tta s , w h en  Z a b ita  K h an , d e s p a ir in g  o f su ccess , 

lied  to  P a t t i rg u r ,  w h e re  ho  h a d  d e p o s ite d  h is  w o m en  a n d  
treu au rea . 1 ho c lo sen ess w ith  w hich  bo  w as p u rs u e d  
allow ed  n u t l im e  s u llic ie u t to  rem o v e  th e m , an d  t in  v full 
in to  th e  b a n d s  o f  th o  en em y  ; w h ile  Z a b ita  K lnm  h im self, 
w ith  a  few  a t te n d a n ts ,  e scap ed  to  th e  cam p  o f  S u ja-od - 
dow la. H is  c o u n try , one o f  th e  m o s t  f e r t i le  d is t r ic ts  in  
In d ia , w h ich  h a d  f lo u rish ed  u n d e r  th o  v ig o ro u s  a n d  e q u i
ta b le  a d m in is tra tio n  o f  N u ju b -ad -d o w la , affo rded  a  r ic h  
b o o ty  ; w h ich  th e  M a h ra t ta s  w h o lly  se ized , a n d  s e t  a t  
n o u g h t th e  o u tc r ie s  o f th e  E m p e ro r .

T h e  R o b b ia s  w ere  now  p laced  in  th e  m o s t  a la rm in g  
s i tu a tio n . W e  h av e  a lread y  s u  n 1 t h a t  am o n g  th o s e  so ld ie rs  
o f  fo r tu n e  fro m  th e  h a rd y  reg ions o f  th e  N o r th , w ho co n 
s ta n tly  com posed  th e  p r in c ip a l p a r t  o f  th o  M ogul a rm ie s , 
and , acco rd in g  to  th e i r  t ,d e n ts  a n d  in fluence, p ro c u re d  
th e m se lv e s  la n d s  a n d  go . 'e rn m e n ts  in  In d ia , th e  A fg h an s  
ho d  la t te r ly  occup ied  a  consp icuous p la c e ; t h a t  a p o r t io n  
° f  th i s  peop le , w ho  to o k  th e  n a m e  of R o h illa s , h a d  g iv en  

1 Book iii. clinp. tv,
>OL. I I I .  C C
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BOOK X. sev e ra l chiefs, w ith  la rg e  b a n d s  o f  fo llow ers, to  th e  imperi®1 
c h a p . i. a rm ie s ;  t h a t  th e s e  ch iefs h a d  in  som e in s tan c es  b een  >■'

— -------  w ard ed  w ith  ja g h ire s  in  t h a t  fe rtile  d is t r ic t  o f  eount-0
1<<2. w h ich  lie s  p r in c ip a lly  b e tw een  th e  G anges an d  th e  moilD' 

ta in s , on  th e  w es te rn  b o u n d a ry  o f th e  S u b ah  o f  O udo ; tlid_ 
am id  th e  d is tu rb a n c e s  w h ich  a t te n d e d  th e  d isso lu tion  oI 
th e  M ogul G o v ern m en t, th o se  lead e rs  h a d  endeavoured  
se cu re  th em se lv e s  in  th e i r  possessions, w h ich  th e y  l ' ilJ 
filled w ith  g re a t  n u m b e rs  o f th e ir  co u n try m en . I t  is  co ff ' 
p le te ly  p ro v ed , t h a t  th e i r  te r r i to r y  w as b y  fa r th e  h '-"  
go v ern ed  p a r t  o f  In d ia  ; th a t  th e  peop le  w ere p ro tec ted  > 
th a t  th e ir  in d u s try  w as encou raged  ; a n d  th a t  th e  c o u n t1',' 
flo u rish ed  bey o n d  a ll parallel. I t  w as b y  th e se  cares, fan® 
b y  cu ltiv a tin g  d ilig en tly  th e  a r ts  o f  n e u tra li ty  ; t h a t  is, b j 
p re ten d in g , accord ing  to  th e  n ecess ity  o f In d ia n  custom 3' 
to  fav o u r all p a r tie s , n o t b y  conquering  a  la rg e r te rn to l?  
fro m  th e i r  ne ig h b o u rs, t h a t  th e  lto h illu  chiefs h a d  endc®' 
v ou red  to  p ro v id e  fo r th e ir  independence . A fte r  th e  deatb  
o f  N ujub-ad-dow la, no  one am ong th e m  w as rem arkab ly  
d is tin g u ish e d  fo r ta le n ts .1 H afez R u h m c t K han , whoSe 
te r r i to r ie s  lay  n ea re s t to  th o se  o f Suja-ad-dowla, w as looked 
u p o n  as th e  ch ie f  o f  th e  tr ib e  ; b u t  h is  c h a rac te r  h ad  in  
m o re  o f  c au tio n  th a n  o f  en te rp rise , and  h is  p ru d en ce  h a1*

> This ch ief laid im pressed, both on Indians and lEuropcans, the high' 
.opinion of his character. Mr. V creist, g iving an account of the surrounding 
powers, a t the conclusion of his governm ent, thus describes him . “ As a m«!l 

;and a prince, lie is  perhaps th e only exam ple in Hindustan of, nt once, * 
great and good character. Ho raised h im self from the command of tfftJ 
horse, to his present grandeur, entirely by his superior valour, integrity, 
strength of gen ius; and lias maintained him self in it w ith universal applaud’ 
by a spirited and well-grounded system  of policy. Experience and a b il ity  
have supplied the want of letters and education ; and the native noblene? 
and goodness of his heart have ampiy made amends for the delect of his 
and fam ily. Ho is a strict lover of justice, a most faithful subject to his 
peror; and lias long been the sole defence and support of the royal family * 
Delhi. H is wisdom and conduct were n o w h e re more manifest than in !*»* 
transactions last year with the Shah Abdalla. He found himsc 
join  him , or expose his country to an immediate invasion, and therefore coij1' 
plied with the necessity; but at th e som e tim e, bo protracted their council'' 
mid threw so main- secret obstacles in the w av of their designs, that, at*1' 
jseveral m onths, the Shah tinding his troops mutinous for want of pay 
plunder, h im self harassed by the Seiks, the heats begun, and the rains of;' 
preaching, was obliged to return homo with disgrace, and rest contented wit* 
a  sum of money infinitely inferior to what his expedition had promised' 
A nother man in such a situation wonld probably have lost his life or lib c r tf’ 
but Nujub-ad-dowla, bv his prudence, a t once saved his dominions, and £•,' 
tr ia l ted himself- He is now about sixty years old, and his constitution muj 
worn down by fatigue and sickness; so that it is probable he will noon1,, 
jmcccvdrd by his eldest son, Znbita Khan, aged nearly thirty-five, who, to * 
his father's virtuoB, joins the improvem ents of a liberal education." Yc--' -' 
to tiie Court of Directors, March 28, 1768.



'T^.ni}>ed u p o n  h im  th o  r e p u ta t io n  o f  av a ric e . T ile  u n i te d  BOOK V. 
fo rce  o f  a ll  th e s e  le a d e rs  w as e s t im a te d  a t  80 ,000  h o rs e  h a f . i .
a n d  foo t. B u t  th o u g h  a  se n se  o f  co m m o n  d a n g e r  m ig h t  ------------ -
■with d ifficu lty  co m b in e  th e m  in  o p e ra tio n s  o f  d e fen ce , th e y  l77"'
■"'ere to o  in d e p e n d e n t, an d  th e i r  m in d s  to o  l i t t l e  c a p a b le  o f  
a  S teady  p u r s u i t  o f  th e i r  ow n in te r e s ts ,  to  ofi'er, th r o u g h  
a u  ag g ress iv e  con federacy , a n y  p ro s p e c t  o f  d a n g e r  t o  t h e  
s u r ro u n d in g  p o w ers.'

T h e  B oh illaa , o n  th e i r  p a r t ,  h o w ev er, s to o d  e x p o sed  to  
a la rm in g  d esig n s, on  a lm o s t ev e ry  q u a r te r .  T h e i r  n e a re s t,  
a n d  fo r a  lo n g  t im e  th e i r  m o s t d a n g e ro u s  en em y , w as t h e  
•Sulm l id a r  o f  O ude, t o  w h o m , f ro m  i t s  f i r s t  a c q u is itio n , 
th e i r  t e r r i to r y  h a d  b een  a  c o n s ta n t  o b je c t  o f  en v y  a n d  
d e s ire . A  p re d e c e s so r  o f  S u ja-ad -dow la , n e a r ly  t h i r t y  
y e a rs  b e fo re , b a d  in v i te d  t h e  M a h ra t ta s  t o  a s s is t  h im  in  
w re s tin g  i t  fro m  th e i r  h a n d s  ; a n d  h a d  g iv e n  th e  f i r s t  
t e m p ta t io n  t o  t h a t  d a n g e ro u s  p eo p le  t o  c la im  a  s e t t le m e n t  
in  t h a t  p a r t  o f  H in d u s ta n . F ro m  th e  c h a ra c te r  o f  th e  
p re s e n t  S u b a h d a h  o f  O ude , t h e  d a n g e r  o f  t h e  B o liillo s  o n  
t h a t  s id e  w as in c re a se d  r a th e r  t h a n  d im in is h e d  ; a n d  a t  
th e  sa m e  tim e  t h e  s u p e r io r  p o w er o f  th o  M a h ra t ta s  
p i.esscd  u p o n  th o rn  w i th  a la rm in g  v io len ce  f ro m  th e  s o u th .
”  i th  th e i r  ow n s tr e n g th , th e y  w e re  a  m a tc h  fo r  n e i th e r  
p a r ty ;  a n d  c lea rly  saw , t h a t  t h e i r  sa fe ty  co u ld  o n ly  bo  
fo u n d  in  o b ta in in g  p ro te c t io n  a g a in s t  b o th . T h e y  te m p o 
rized  : a n d  en d eav o u red  to  ev ad e  tile  h o s t i le  d e s ig n s  o f  
each , by  sh ie ld in g  th e m se lv e s  w ith  th e  t e r r o r  w h ic h  o ne  
s e t  o f  th e i r  en em ie s  k e p t  a live  in  th e  b r e a s ts  o f  th e  
o th e r .

T h e  R o h illas  w ere  v e h e m e n tly  ro u se d  b y  in te llig e n c e  o f  
t h e  a t ta c k  u p o n  Z a b ita  K h an , w h ic h  th e y  re g a rd e d  a s  th e  
f i r s t  s te p  o f a  g en e ra l p la n  o f ag g ress io n . T h e y  p ro p o sed  
a n  u n io n  o f  co u n c ils  a n d  o f  a rm s  w ith  th e  S u b a h d a r  o f  
O ude, to  w h o m  th e  e s ta b lis h m e n t o f  th o  M a h ra t ta s  u p o n  
h is  f ro n t ie r  w as, th e y  knew , a n  o b je c t  e q u a lly  o f  d a n g e r  
a n d  a la rm . H e  w as th ro w n  i' d o  g re a t  c o n s te rn a tio n  a n d  1

1 Of th is, Mr. V erclst had left his decided conviction  upon record. *' There 
' s ^'Jincthinjc In the constitution  o f * ■' KoIiHIm  w hleh  m u st ever m ake them  
■"‘etik and in unsidcrable ns apgro# ors. T heir governm ent is divided into  
‘ h id  h ip s: hm  no one ch ief has singly troops or resources to enterprise a  
''‘ivit.n  war. When attacked. U - i t  national uffW tion w ill un ite , too com m on  
viuiv. v, ill anim ate them . A. private contest w ill not rouse th e m ; uor is  it  
cramicuhh: to engage their voice on any other m otive th a n th o  general sa fe ty .”

°W Bt, A ppendix, N o. '2 8 .
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1

BOOK V. em b a rra ssm e n t. E a rly  in  Ja n u a ry , 1772, ho  p ressed  1 t
chap. i. a n  in te rv ie w  w ith  th e  E n g lish  G en era l, S ir  R o b e r t  Bai'U t

— ——  w ho  w as th e n  on  h is  ro u to  to  A llah ab ad , an d  m e t  hii» 1 t
■*' ‘ -• th e  2 0 th  o f  th o  sam o  m o n th  a t  F y zab ad . H o  re re ad  ‘ \

t h a t  “ e ith e r , to  p re v e n t  a  to ta l  e x tirp a tio n , th e  B ohn1' c 
w o u ld  b e  n e c e s s ita te d  to  g ive u p  a  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  counW  i 
a n d  to  jo in  th e i r  a rm s  w ith  th e  M a h ra tta s , w h en  th e  wh°' t 
co n fed eracy  w o u ld  fa ll u p o n  h im  ; o r  t h a t  th e  M a lrrflt^  1 
re fu s in g  a ll te rm s  to  th o  R oh illas , w ou ld  es tab lish  tli®1. ‘
se lv es  iu  th e  E o liilla  c o u n try , a n d  expose  h im  to  s t , <
g re a te r  clangor.” T o  e x tr ic a te  h im se lf  fro m  th e s e  diflicl. ’ 
tie s , th e  fo llow ing is  th e  p lan  w h ich  h e  h a d  dev ised . ** 
w o u ld  m a rc h  w ith  h is  a rm y  to  h is  ow n E o liilla  front''-'’. 1
h e  w ould  th e re , p a r t ly  b y  th o  te r r o r  o f h is  a rm s, p a r t ly   ̂
d es ire  o f  h is  a id , o b ta in  fro m  th e  E o h illa s , f irs t, th e  cr  
s io n  o f  a  p o r tio n  o f  th e i r  t e r r i to r y  fo r  th o  Em pci'f" 
su p p o r t , leav in g  to  th e m  su c h  a  p a r t  as w as b e s t  adap  1 
to  se rv e  a s 'a  b a r r ie r  to  th e  p ro v in ce  o f O u d e ; and, 
cond lv , a  su m  of m oney, w ith  p a r t  o f  w h ich  lie  w o '1*', 
p u rc h a se  th e  d e p a r tu re  o f  th o  M a h ra tta s , an d  p a r t  <*! 
w h ich  h e  w ould  k eep  to  h is  ow n use . H e  w ould  til"  
effect an  accom m odation  w ith  b o th  th e  E m p e ro r  an d  $  
M a h ra tta s , a t  th e  expense o f  th e  E o h illa s  ; an d  p u t  so n '1’ 
th in g  in  h is  ow n p o ck e t besides. B u t fo r th e  a c c o m p li^  
m e a t  o f th e s e  d es irab le  en d s , th e  p re sen c e  o f  th e  Engl'*1 
w as ab so lu te ly  n ecessa ry , w ith o u t th e  g u a ra n te e  o f  w in '1’1 
be  p la in ly  dec la red  th a t  th e  E o h illa s , w ho k n ew  h ’n’J 
w ou ld  y ie ld  h im  n o  t r u s t .  To th e  le t t e r  o f  th o  G enera l 
m a k in g  k now n  th i s  p roposal, th o  P re s id en cy  on  th e  3 rd  ‘ 
F e b ru a ry  w ro te  in  rep ly , ap p ro v in g  h ig h ly  o f  th e  , . 
o f  Suja-ail-dow la, an d  au th o riz in g  th o  G euora l to  len d  11 ’ 
s u p p o r t  w h ich  w as d esired .

T h e  p roposa ls  o f  th o  S u b ah d ar, in  re g a rd  especially ' 
th e  d iv ision  o f th e i r  te r r i to ry , w ere  od ious to  th e  RohiU '1'- ’ 
a n d  t im e  w as sp e n t in  n eg o tia tio n , w h ile  30,000 M ohi-atCj 
rav ag ed  th o  co u n try  beyond  th e  G anges, a n d  th e i r  m-y 
bod y  su b d u e d  th e  te r r i to ry  o f Z a b ita  K h an . TLe E n g lir, 
G en era l, S ir  R o b e rt B arker, s tro n g ly  u rg ed  u p o n  S u ja  .. 
dow la tin ; n ece ss ity  o f  p ro te c tin g  th e  E o h illas , th e  we*1 j  
n e s s  o f w hom  becam e th e  s t r e n g th  o f th e  M a h ra tta s , , 
e n ab led  th e m , i f  th o ir  d e p a r tu re  w ero p u rch ased , to  r e t " ' , 
t o  tiiu  se izu re  o f  th e  co u n try  w h en ev e r th e y  p leased . '

m Wm (ct
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“ bbA bean t im e  th o  S u b a h d a r  w as ea g e r  to  co n c lu d e  u BOOK. V.
- t r e a ty  w ith  th e  M a h r a t ta s ; th e  p ro s p e c t of w h ic h  a la rm e d  cnAP. i.

th e  English G en era l, a n d  called  lo r th  h is  e x e r t io n s  to  p re -  ............—
'c u t  so d an g ero u s a  con federacy . T h e  M a h ra tta s , ho w - I"7r. 
ev er, t r e a te d  th e  o v e r tu re s  o f  th e  S u b a lid a r  w ith  so  l i t t le  
re sp ec t, t h a t  th e y  v a r ie d  th e i r  te r m s  a t  e v e ry 'c o n fe re n c e  ; 
eu tl fo rced  h im  a t  la s t  to  b re a k  o ff th o  n e g o tia tio n . I n  
th e i r  in s tru c t io n s  to  th e  G en era l, on  th e  3 0 th  o f  A p r il,  th o  
S e le c t C o m m itte e  d e c la re :  “ W o a re  con firm ed  in  th e  
o p in io n  we ln v o  fo r som e tim e  p a s t  e n te r ta in e d , t h a t  th e  
M a h ra tta s  w ill n o t m ak e  an y  s ta y  in  th e  R o h illa  c o u n try  ; 
b u t  t h a t  th e y  w ill b e  ob ligod  to  q u i t  i t  e v e n lb e fo rc  th e  
la in s  se t i n ; a n d  ev e ry  d ay  s  in te llig e n c e  r e n d e rs ^ tk e  p ro 
b a b i l i ty  o f  th is  e v e n t th e  m o re  a p p a re n t.” T h e ir  o p in io n  
\\ as g ro u n d ed  u p o n  tlie  know ledge  w h ic h  t l ie v  p o ssessed  o f  
th e  re v o lu tio n  w h ich  h a d  ta k e n  p la c e  in  t h e 'M a h r a t ta  
g o \ e m in e n t, a n d  w h ic h  co u ld  n o t, a s  th e y  su p p o sed , a n d  
a s  th e  e v e n t tu r n e d  o u t, fail to  re c a ll t h e i r  a rm ie s . T h e  
C o m m itte e  add , “ W e  th e re fo re  so  fa r  c o n c u r  in  o p in io n  
' U t i l  you , t h a t  an y  co n cessio n s m ad e  to  th o  M a h ra t ta s  to  
p ro m o te  th e i r  d e p a r tu re  w o u ld  b e  su p e rf lu o u s  an d  h ig h ly  
im p ro p e r .” B ‘

T h e  d e fea t o f  th e  n e g o tia tio n  w ith  th o  M a h ra tta s , a n d  
t h e  kno w led g e  w ith  w h ic h , th e  S u b a h d a r  w as a lre ad y  fu r
n ish e d , o f th o  e v e n ts  w in ch  su m m o n e d  ho m e  tin- M a liru t-

n " ;  . r UghM b0U t t lm t  uUiluw® botw oou  liim  an d  th e  
Ifo ln lias , w h ich  .Sir R o b e r t  h a d  lab o u red  so  eag erly  to  

T hu  S u b a h d a r  WSfi VWjf k een  fo r a n  a rn u ig e m o u t, 
fro m  w h ich  h e  ex p ec ted  to  d e riv e  m oney, now  w hen  h e  
h o p ed  b y  th e  v o lu n ta ry  d e p a r tu re  o f  th e  M a h ra t ta s  to  
h av e  n o th in g  to  do  in  r e tu r n  fo r it. T h e  T tohillas, on  th o  
o th e r  h an d , i t  is  o bse rvab le , e n te re d  in to  th e  e n g ag em en t 
w ith  th o  u tm o s t  r e lu c ta n c e ; in  co m p lian ce  B o ld ), a s  i t  
w ould  ap p ea r, w ith  th e  im p o r tu n i t ie s  o f th e  E n g lish . S ir  
R o b e rt B a rk e r  h a d  s e n t  C a p ta in  H a r p e r  to  th e  cam p  o f  
th e  l to h illa s  to  n e g o t ia te ;  r a i l  on  th e  d 3 th  o f  M ay, f ro m  
file  N ab o b ’s  cam p  a t  S liaw abad , h e  w rite s  to  th o  P re s i
den cy , in  th e  fo llow ing rem ark a b lo  t e r m s :  “ G en tlem en , 
o n  th e  -2ist in s ta n t ,  C a p ta in  H a rp e r , r e tu rn e d  fro m  th e  
H oh illa  S ird a rs  [co m m an d ers ] h av in g  at U.ujth pre vailed 
o n  H a fez  R u h m e t  K h a n  to  p ro ceed  w ith  h im  to  S liaw ab ad

b e  second  day’s march. The jealousy of Hinduatauoos
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Titi&K V. lau« b e e n  vo ry  p a r t ic u la r ly  ev in ced  in  th i s  v is i t  ; fo r ,1U 
c i u r .  i, w ith s ta n d in g  H a fez  R u lim e t h a s  b een  en cam p ed  wHdllIi

------------ - th r e e  coss s in c e  th e  23 rd  o f th e  m o n th , u n t i l  th i s  m o ro n 1:--
37' 2- h e  co u ld  n o t  p re v a il o n  h im se lf  t o  p e rfo rm  th e  m eeting-""

I  hope, in  a  few  days, to  h av e  th e  sa tis fa c tio n  o f  co inm d ' 
n ic a tin g  to  y o u  th e  fina l co n c lu s io n  o# th i s  agreemen 
w ith  th e  R o h illa  S ird a rs .” 1

I t  w as n o t, how ever, be fo re  th e  1 7 th  d ay  o f  th e  fo l io " ' 
in g  m o n th , t h a t  all d ifficu ltie s  w ere  b o rno  dow n or re
moved, a n d  a  t r e a ty  o f  alliance, offensive a n d  d e fen s iv e  
w as sig n ed  b y  th e  re sp ec tiv e  p a r tie s . O f th e  a r tic le s , t b ^  
w h ich  w as a t te n d e d  w ith  th e  m o s t m em o rab le  conse" 
q u e n c e s—t h a t  to  w h ich  th e  R oh illas , i t  is  p ro b ab le , 
a s se n te d  o n ly  f ro m  t h a t  ra sh n e s s  a n d  neg ligence  in  form  
in g  p ecu n ia ry  o b lig a tio n s  w h ich  is  u n iv e rsa l in  In d ian  
g o v e rn m e n ts , an d  w h ich  th e i r  u n iv e rsa l p ra c tic e  o f  fulfil" 
lin g  n o n e  w h ic h  th e y  can  v io la te  o r  evade  un av o id ab ly  
en g en d ers , w as th e  p ro m ise  to  p ay  to  th e  V iz ir  fo r ty  lacks 
o f  ru p ees , on  c o n d itio n  th a t  h e  sh o u ld  expel th e  M ali r a t  to* 
fro m  th e  R o h illa  te r r i to r ie s  ; t e n  o f  th e s e  lack s to  b e  fu r
n is h e d  on  th e  p e rfo rm an ce  o f  th e  serv ice , th e  r e s t  in  th e  
sp a ce  o f  th r e e  y e a rs .2

* T he particulars o f the R oh illa  war depend chiefly upon statem ents in
tended to prejudice W arren H astings, or those o f persons engaged in iho  
transactions, but who, i f  im partial, were ill qualified by conversanev with tlu 
native languages and Indian politics to understand wlmt was going  on. At 
any rate th ey  are, a s recited in th e tex t, very irrecon cilab le  both in letter 
and spirit, w ith  accounts derived from a source, the authenticity of wlii h 
is  unquestionable, and the tone of w hich  cannot possibly be intended t" lie 
favourable to Shuja-ad-dowla. A  life o f Hafir. Rail m et Khan, written by his 
son Mustajab Khan, and translated bv Mr. E lliot, has boon published by the 
O riental Translation Com m ittee, and the circum stances there narrated arc in 
constant contradiction to  those recorded In th e  tex t. T hus, Instead of any  
reluctance on the part o f the Rohillas to apply to the Vizir for aid, the re
luctance is there assigned to Shuja-ad-dowlah. T he purport of Sir l.\  Harbor's 
letter has been m isunderstood. The difficulty there alluded to, was not that 
o f  inducing the Rohilla sirdars to ask  for aid, but ot persuuding Hafiz to 
trust his person into the hands of th e N aw ab : they laid long been pojjt-euf 
en em ies, and Hafiz Hahm ct Khan not unnaturally suspected, that i f  the  
V izir could g et hold o f him , his detention would be followed by a renewed  
attem pt upon the country: th is is the reluctance spoken of: it was w holly
Cirsonal, and was at variance with the w ishes of the other chiefs. Life o f  

atlz, yc .—W.
2 Eor the preceding facts, sec the Papers in  the Appendix, N o. 21, o f th e  

Fifth  Report o f tho Com m ittee o f Secrecy in 1781.— M.
A ccording to the authority lust cited, the agreem ent was o f a very different 

nature T he Mnhrattas consented to retire on the promised payment of forty 
lack* o f rupees by the* Rohillas, but tlu-y demanded that Slmju-ud-duwh* 
phould l*e surety for the paym ent. “ The Nawab declined entering into 
such an engagem ent, unless Tlail/. gave  him a bond for the m oney, adding, 
that he w.m ld not have acted an mediator, but from regard to Hafiz. 'Uio 
whole of the Afghan Sirdars entreated Hafiz to  consent, prom ising to cun-
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b y  th o  S u b a h d a r  fo r  t h e  (ixpuln io ii o f  th o  M ali- a u r .  i.
r a t tn s  ; in  a  l i t t le  t im e  h e  r e tu r n e d  to  h is  c a p i ta l ,  a n d  th o  ------------
M a h ra t ta s ,  a f te r  ra v a g in g  th e  c o u n try , c ro s s e d  t h e  G a n g e s  1772- 
o f  t h e i r  ow n  acco rd , a t  th e  c o m m e n c e m e n t o f  th o  ra in s .
T h e y  e n c a m p e d ,, how e ver, b e tw e e n  t h e  G a n g e s  a n d  t h e  
J u m n a ,  w i th  to o  e v id e n t  a n  in te n t io n  o f  re n e w in g  th e i r  
o p e ra tio n s  a s  soon  a s  t h e  fa v o u ra b le  se a so n  s h o u ld  r e tu r n .
D u r in g  th e  p e r io d  o f  in a c tio n , th o  R o h illa s  im p o r tu n e d  
th e  V i/.ir t o  m a k e  s u c h  a r r a n g e m e n ts  w ith  th o  E m p e ro r  
am i M a h ra t ta s ,  a s  m ig h t  p r e v e n t  th e m  c ro ss in g  t h e  G an g es  
a n y  m o re . B u t  n o  s u c h  a r ra n g e m e n ts  w e re  a t t e m p te d .
A s so o n  a s  th e  t e r m in a t io n  o f  t h e  r a in s  a p p ro a c h e d , th e  
M a h ra t ta s  d rew  n e a r  to  th o  r iv e r , a n d , a g a in  th r e a te n in g  
th e  R o h illa s , d e m a n d e d  a  s u m  o f  m o n ey , o f  w h ic h , a f te r  
te m p o riz in g , a  p o r t io n  w as, b y  H a fez  R u h m e t ,  m o s t  re lu c 
t a n t ly  p a id .

L p o n  th e  a c c o m p lis h m e n t  o f  th o  e n te r p r is e  a g a in s t  
Z a b i ta  K h a n , th e  E m p e ro r  r e tu r n e d  to  D e lh i, d is g u s te d  
w i th  h is  new  a llie s , a n d  e a g e rly  d e s iro u s  o f  an  o p p o r tu n i ty  
t o  d isso lv e  th o  co n n ex io n . T h e  M a h ra t ta s  o n  t h e i r  p a r t ,  
w ho  d isd a in e d  th e  r e s t r a in t  o f  o b lig a tio n , w h e n e v e r  i t  
m ig h t  b e  v io la te d  w ith  p ro fit, h a d  e n te r e d  in to  c o rre sp o n 
d e n c e  w ith  Z a b i ta  K h a n , a n d  h a d  en g ag ed  fo r  a  s u m  o f  
m o n e y  to  co m p e l th o  E m p e ro r  n o t  o u lv  t o  ro s to re  h is  t e r 
r i to ry , b u t  to  b e s to w  u p o n  h im  th o  office o f  A m e o r-a l-  
O m ra , w h ic h  h is  f a th e r  h a d  en jo y ed . T o  th e s e  c o m m a n d s  
th e  E m p e ro r  c o u ld  n o t  p re v a i l  u p o n  h im s e lf  q u ie t ly  to  
y ie ld ;  a n d  th e  M a h ra t ta s  th o u g h t  p ro p e r  t o  m a rc h  to w a r d s  
D e lh i, t o  en fo rce  su b m is s io n . T h e  E m p e ro r  p re p a re d  h im 
se lf  fo r r e s i s t a n c e ; an d , b y  th e  v ig o u r  au d  fo re s ig h t o f  
N u ju f  K h an , w as e n a b le d  to  m ak e  a  r e sp e c ta b le  d efence .
In c a p a b le , how ever, o f  lo n g  s u p p o r t in g  th e  w e ig h t o f th e  
M a h ra t ta  h o s t , h e  o p en ed  th e  g a te s  o f  D e lh i on  th e  2 2 n d  
o f  D eco m b er, e x a c tly  one y ea r , w a n tin g  th r e e  days, f ro m  
th e  p e r io d  o f  h is  in a u g u ra l eut-ry. F r o m  th i s  t im e , h e

tr ib u te th eir  quotas tow ards it- d isc h a r g e; on w hich  th e  deed M as ex e cu ted , 
and Siui.Ma-ad-duwla lmvimr made h im self responsible u> the Mahrattas, th ey  
‘Udtied  K utiicr.” p. 99. Tin- sequel w as chura.-t. rh tic  of a ll parties; the,
Sirdars n ever paid their quotas; H alls paid th e Nnwub live lack s, and.then  
dem anded that h is bond should  be cancelled. SnuJa-ad-U vda n ever  paul th e  
M ahrattas, and no doubt th ey  never expected  that lie w ou ld . Tito N'uwab, 
how ever, did good service to th e  R ohillas for th e  tmu*.— W.
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HOOK. V. w as no  b e t te r  th a n  an  in s tru m e n t  iu  th e  h a n d s  o f th e  
ciiAr. i. M a h ra tta s . O f th e i r  pow er th e  f irs t  u se  w as to  e x to r t  

~~Z~,—  from  th e i r  p r iso n e r  a  g ra n t o f th e  p ro v in ce s  o f C orah  and  
! " - •  A llah ab ad , in  w h ich  h e  h ad  b een  e s ta b lish e d  b y  th e  E n g 

lish . H a v in g  acco m p lish ed  th e s e  ev en ts , th e y  r e tu rn e d  to  
th e  b a n k s  o f th e  G anges, w h ich  th o y  m ad e  p re p a ra tio n s  to  
cross.

T h e  S u b a h d a r  w as now  th ro w n  in to  a  s ta te  o f  th e  m o s t 
v io len t alarm , a u d  w ro te  re p e a te d  le t te r s  to  th e  B engal 
g o v e rn m e n t to  sen d  a  m il i ta ry  fo rce  to  h i s 'p ro te c tio n . H e  
h a d  n eg lec ted , o r  h a d  b e e n  u n ab le , to  ta k e  an y  m easu res  
fo r  p lac in g  th e  c o u n try  o f  th e  ito h illo s  in  a  s ta te  o f  secu 
r i ty .  T h a t  peop le  w ere now  la id  a t  th e  m e rcy  o f  th e  
M ah ra tta s , au d  w ould, h e  foresaw , b e  com pelled  to  jo iu  
th e m , to  avoid  d e s tru c tio n . Z ab itu  K h a n  h ad  a lread y  
th ro w n  n im se lf  u po n  th e i r  m e rcy  ; and  bo  v io len tly  feared  
th a t  th e  o th e r  ch iefs  w ould  sp eed ily  follow  h is  exam ple. 
T h e  M ah ra tta s , indeed , m ade  g re a t offers to  th e  ItohLllae” 
T h o y  w ould  r e m it  th e  g re a te r  p a r t  of th e  su m s o f  w h ich  
th e y  h a d  e x to r te d  th e  p rom ise . T h ey  engaged  to  p ass 
th ro u g h  th e  c o u n try  w ith o u t c o m m ittin g  any  d ep red a 
t io n s  o r  m o les tin g  th e  ryo ts , an d  to  g ra n t all so r ts  o f  
ad v an tag es  ; p ro v id ed  th e  R o h illas  would y ie ld  a  free  p a s
sage th ro u g h  th e ir  dom in ions in to  th e  te r r i to ry  o f  th e  
V iz ir .1 T h e  S u b a h d a r  o f  O ude  ex e rted  h im se lf  to  p re v e n t 
th a t  un ion  o f  th e  M a h ra tta s  an d  B o h illa s ; th e  effects o f 
w h ich  h e  c o n tem p la ted  w ith  so m u ch  alarm . H e  m oved  
w ith  h is  a rm y  in to  t h a t  p a r t  o f  h is  c o u n try  w h ich  w as 
n e a re s t  to  t h a t  o f  th e  R o h il la s ; an d  h e ld  o u t to  th e m  
w h a tev e r  in d u cem en ts  h e  conceived  m o s t like ly  to  confirm  
th e i r  o p p o sitio n  to  th e  M ah ra tta s . H o  engaged to  m ake 
e ffec tu a l prov ision  b o th  fo r th e ir  p re s e n t and  fu tu re  secu
r i ty  ; and  to  rem it, as H afez R u h m e t affirm s, th e  fo rty  
la ck s  o f ru p ees. D ifficu lt as w as th e  choice, th e  Rohjllag 
th o u g h t  i t  s t i l l  less d an g ero u s to  re ly  upon  th e  fa ith  o f 
th e  Subah tln r, th a n  upo n  th a t  o f  th e  M a h ra t ta s ; aud  
gain in g  w h a t th e y  could, b y  tem p o riz in g  w ith  t h a t  fo rm id 
ab le  peop le , thoy , how ever, d ec lin ed  a ll engagem en ts w ith

1 This Is lihtim -tlv a -e r te t  in a loticr o i H ate/ flulim et lilnis |f. Mlclre-vd 
t<- the tint-. C onn i l ;  nn>l it ii  ton eiilil'ermuble to the situ,, 0 f tiie eiroum- 
atuan s to be liable to any reasonable doubt, fifth  Ite]i< r: ut 3Uprai App,

(f(l)t) (fiT
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actuallv jo in e d  t h e i r  t r o o p s  t o  t h o i e  o f  th e  
T l p M f a n d  S u b a h d a r .1 . cnAP'  »

O n  th e  7 th  o f  J a u m - y ,  1778, th e  S e c re t  C o m m itte e  a t  o~  
C a lc u t ta  e n te r e d  in to  c o n s u l ta t io n  o n  in te ll ig e n c e  o f  th e s e  1" ;i- 
e v e n ts  • a n d  t h u s  re c o rd e d  t h e i r  s e n t im e n ts  : “ N o tw i th 
s ta n d in g  th e  a la rm s  o f  t h e  V iz ir , e x p re s s e d  in  th e  fo reg o 
in g  le t t e r s  i t  d o cs  n o t  c le a r ly  a p p e a r  t h a t  th e  M a h ra t ta s  
h a v e  a c q u ire d  a n y  acce ss io n  o f  p o w er, s in c e , w h a te v e r  
a d v a n ta g e  th e y  d e r iv e d  f ro m  th e  s a n c t io n  o f  t h e  K in g ’s 
n a m e , w h en  h e  w as in d e p e n d e n t, m u s t  n o w  b e  e i th e r  lo s t, 
o r  v e ry  m u c h  d im in is h e d , b y  th e n 1 la te  r u p tu r e  w i th  h in n  
b y  th e i r  h a v in g  v io le n tly  p o sse sse d  th e m s e lv e s  o f  h is  p e r 
so n , a n d  t h e i r  u s u r p a t io n  o f  h is  d o m in io n s .” O n  th e  
s u b je c t  o f  t h e  B o h illa s , w h o m  th e  V iz ir , t o  in c re a se  th e  
a r d o u r  o f  t h e  E n g lis h  t o  s e n d  a n  a r m y  to  h i s  s u p p o r t ,  
r e p re s e n te d  a s  a c tu a l ly  c o n n e c te d  w i th  t h e  M a h ra t ta s ,  
th o u g h  h o  o n ly  d re a d e d  t h a t  e v e n t, th e y  r e m a rk , t h a t  
in s te a d  o f  jo in in g  w i th  t h e  M a h ra t ta s  i n  a n  in v a s io n  o f  
t h e  t e r r i t o r i e s  o f  th e  V iz ir , “  I t  is  s t i l l  m o re  p ro b a b le  t h a t  
t h e  R o h illa  ch ie fs , w h o  h a v e  so u g h t t h e i r  p r e s e n t  s a fe ty  in  
a  t r e a c h e r o u s  a llia n c e , to which necessity compelled them, 
w ith  th e  M a h ra t ta s ,  w ill, fro m  th o  sa m e  p r in c ip le , a b a n d o n  
t h e i r  cau se , o r  em p lo y  th e  co n fid en ce  r e p o s e d  in  th o rn  to  
r e -e s ta b l is h  t h e i r  ow n  in d o p rn d o n e e , l a t h e r  th a n  c o n tr i 
b u te  t o  t h e  a g g ra n d iz e m e n t o f  a  pow er, which in  the end 
must uccru-hclM them ” W ith  n g u r d  to  th o  u n h a p p y  oJtah  
A u lu n i, t h e  h u m il ia te d  B m p e ru r  o f  th e  M oguls, i ln  v re 
m a rk  • “ I t  is  p o ss ib le  h e  m a y  so lic it  o u r  a i d ; a n d , in  p o in t  
o f  r i g h t  w e sh o u ld  c e r ta in ly  b e  ju s t i f ie d  in  a t jb n lu ig  i t  
h im  s in c e  n o  a c t  o f  h is  co u ld  b e  d e e m e d  v a lid  in  h is  
_  ’ n t  s i tu a t io n , a n d  w h ile  lie  c o n t in u e s  a  m e re  p a ss iv e  
E m tru m e n t  in  t o  h a n d s  o f  t h e  M a h ra t ta s  : b u t  w h e th e r  i t  

| h  1)0li t io  to  in te r fe re ,  o r  w h e th e r , a t  th i s  t im e  
Wl0 l . ,, ] t  w o u ld  b e  e x p e d ie n t, m u s t  c o n tin u e  a  d o u b t  
e s P fC J ’ r t is  re m a rk a b le , t h a t  w ith  r e g a rd  to  th e  m o s t 
w i th  us. . s u r r e n d e r  o f  C o n d i an d  - i lla h a -
r f T l i t t l e  d id  ary o ne  r e g a rd  i t  a s  b in d in g , t h a t  h is  

s  . ' , p -ov inoes, in s te a d  o f  d e liv e r in g  t cm  u p  
d e p u ty  in  t o s l  th e  E n g lis h  fo r  leav e  to  p la c e

■ - u - * * * — »
. , , .DrV„r ., , cttcr, 23r.l Minch, 1713,Ibl#. App- No. IS.

i s..o Sir Robert # « « •
5 Fifth Report, ut snpr.i. App. No.
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N ^ g S ^  w h ils t  a  p r iso n e r  in  th e  h a n d s  o f  th e  M ah ra tta s , h a d  b een  
c i i a p . i. com pelled  to  g r a n t  su n n u d s  in  th e i r  fav o u r 1 T h e  E ng-
-----------  Iish , in  consequence, th re w  a  g a rriso n  in to  A U ahabad,

1H3. an d  s e n t  a  m e m b e r  o f  co u n cil to  f a t e  charge  o f  th e  r e 
venues .5 , , , .

T h e  o b lig a tio n  u n d e r  w h ich  th e  E n g lish  w ere  p laced  to  
a id  th e  V iz ir  in  th e  defence o f  h is  ow n te r r i to ry , a n d  then- 
op in io n  o f  th e  ad v an tag e  o f s u p p o r tin g  h im  a g a in s t th e  
M a h ra tta s , in d u ced  th e m  to  send  S ir  R o b e rt  B ark er, w ith  
a  p a r t  o f  th e  a rm y . T h e  im p o rta n c e  o f p re v e n tin g  th e  
M a h ra tta s  fro m  es tab lish in g  th em se lv e s  on  th e  n o r th e rn  
sid e  o f  th e  G anges, an d  th e  fac ility  w h ich  th e y  w ou ld  
p o ssess o f  in v ad in g  O ude  if  m a s te rs  o f R o h ilcu n d , d is 
p o sed  th e  E n g lish  to  in c lu d e  th a t  d is t r ic t  a lso  w ith in  th e  
lino  o f th e ir  defensive op era tio n s. B u t, th o u g h  th e  com 
b in e d  forces o f  th o  E n g lish  a n d  V iz ir  passed  in to  th e  
te r r i to r ie s  o f  th e  R ohillas , an d  en cam p ed  n ea r  th e  r iv e r, 
o p p o site  to  th e  m a in  a rm y  o f  th e  M a h ra tta s , w h ich  
th re a te n e d  a t  once th e  te r r i to r ie s  o f O ude an d  th e  p ro 
v in ce  o f C orah, a  la rg e  bod y  of M a h ra tta s  crossed  th o  
G anges, o v e rran  a  g re a t  p a r t  o f R ohilcund , d es tro y ed  th o  
c it ie s  o f  M oradabad  a n d  S um bu l, an d  co n tin u e d  to  rav ag e  
th e  co u n try  t i l l  th e  en d  o f M arch .

N o o p e ra tio n  o f  an y  im p o rtan c e  ensued. T h e  E n g lish  
G en era l w as r e s tra in e d  b y  p e rem p to ry  o rd e rs  fro m  p ass- 
in "  th e  r iv e r, to  a c t o n  th e  offensive ; th e  M a h ra tta s  w ere  
a fra id  o f  c ro ss in g  i t  in  th e  face o f so fo rm id ab le  a n  oppo
n e n t A n d  in  th e  m o n th  o f  M ay, th e  s i tu a t io n  o f  then- 
d o m es tic  affa irs reca lled  t h a t  peop le  w holly  to  th e i r  own

T h e  d e p a r tu re  o f th e  M a h ra tta s  op en ed  a  field  to  th e
ambition of th e  S u b ah d ar , w h ich  he w as eager to  c u ltiv a te .
A  m ee tin g  w as co n ce rted  b e tw een  h im  an d  e o v e in o i, 
w h ich  to o k  place a t  B enares a t  th e  beg inn ing  o f S ep tem 
b e r . T h e  te rm s  a re  m em orab le  in  w hich  th e  cause a n d  
o b jec t o f  th is  in te rv iew  a re  m en tio n ed  y e E n g lish  
c h ie f  In  h is  R e p o rt to  th e  C o u n c il  a t  C a lc u tta  on  th o  
4 th  o f O cto b er, 1773, he  says, “ T h e  V iz ir  w as a t  f irs t  very  
d es iro u s o f th o  assis tan ce  o f an  E n g lish  force to  p u t  h im  
in  p ossession  o f tho  R oh illa  co u n try , ly in g  n o r th  o t h is  
dom in ions a n d  c a s t  o f th o  G anges. 1 h is  h a s  long  b een  a  

i Fifth Report, ut supra. App. No. 18. 3 Ibid. App. No. 12.
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th e  f i r s t  occasion  o f m y  hast v is i t  w as fu rn ish e d  b y  a  p ro- ac. .. 
p o sa l o f th is  k in d ."1 T h e  G overn o r-G en era l w as so fa r  
f ro m  rev o ltin g  a t  th is  p ro p o sitio n , o r  h e s i ta tin g  to  close 
w i th  i t  t h a t  h e  s t im u la te d  th e  V iz ir  to  i t s  ex ecu tio n .3 
Monru w as th e  m o tiv e  to  th is  eag e r p a ss io n  fo r  th e  ru in  

o f  th T  H ohillas. “ A s th i s  h a d  lo n g ,” sa y s  th e  E n g lish  
ru le r  “ b een  a  fav o u rite  o b jec t o f  th e  V izir, th e  B oard  
ju d g ed  w ith  m e  th a t  i t  m ig h t  a tfo rd  a  fa ir  occasion  to  
u rg e  th e  im p ro v e m e n t o f  o u r  alliance, by  o b ta in in g  h is  
a s se n t to  a  m ore eq u itab le  co m p en sa tio n  fo r th e  ex p en ses 
a t te n d in g  th e  a id  w h ich  he  occasionally  rece iv ed  fro m  o u r  
fo rces.”3 T h e  s i tu a t io n  o f th e  C om pany , h e  says, u rg ed  
i t  u p o n  th e m , “ as a  m easu re  n ecessa ry  to  i t s  in te r e s t  a u d  
sa fe ty . A ll o u r  adv ices,”  h e  co n tin u es , “ b o th  p u b lic  a n d  
p riv a te , r e p re se n te d  th e  d is tre s se s  o f  th e  C o m pany  a t  
ho m e, a s  ex trem e . T h e  le t te r s  fro m  th e  C o u r t  o f  D irec 
to r s  ca lled  u p o n  u s  m o s t lo u d ly  fo r  am p le  re m itta n c e s , 
an d  a  r e d u c tio n  o f  o u r  m il i ta ry  expenses. A t  th e  sam e 
tim e , su c h  w as th e  s ta te  o f  affa irs in  th is  g o v ern m en t, 
t h a t  fo r m a n y  y e a rs  p a s t  th e  in co m e  o f  th e  y e a r  w as 
fo u n d  in a d e q u a te  to  i t s  expense  ; to  d e fray  w hich , a  heavy 
b o n d  d e b t, a m o u n tin g  a t  one t im e  to  125 lacks o f  ru p ees  
h a d  ac c u m u la te d .”4 I t  w as acco rd in g ly  s t ip u la te d  th a t  
fo rty  la ck s  o f rupees, up o n  th e  ac c o m p lish m e n t o f  th e  
en te rp rise , sh o u ld  b e  ad vanced  to  th e  E n g lish  by  th e  V i
zir, a n d  a  m o n th ly  allow ance, e q u iv a le n t to  th e  co m p u ted  
expense, b e  p ro v id ed  fo r th e  tro o p s  engaged in  th a t  se r
vice. By th is , say s th e  G overnor, “ a  sav ing  o f n ea r  one- 
th i rd  o f  o u r  m ili ta ry  expenses w ould  be effected  d u r in g  
th e  perio d  o f  su c h  a  se rv ice  ; th e  s tip u la tio n  o f fo rty  
lacks w ould  affo rd  an  am ple  su p p ly  to  o u r  t r e a s u r y :  th e  
V iz ir  w ould  bo freed  from  a tro u b le so m e  ne ighbourhood , 
an d  h is  d o m in io n s  be m u c h  m o re  defensib le .”

T„  „ii th is  we m ay  allow , th e re  w as eno u g h  fo r conve
n ien ce  an d  p ro fit, b o th  to  th e  P re s id e n t an d  th e  Vizir.

, . ,mri. a i V o. 19. See also his M inute, addres'Od to
i Fifth Report, u t supra. Jam  A tu w c rto  the first of tlio C harge.

th e N ew  Government, ibid . s o .  .

" W & n *  h im .” (says h e, S ?
1774. Fifth IIT n  iU T enco tin ifed , as 1 had dune Move, by dwelling
n:dncu«K the KohlljMj derive fr.nn its mu cess."
on the advanta^t-s "  hiui no « Apocaj gUtJto.

a A ppeal, u tao pra .
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B u t  to  b r in g  ru in  u p o n  a  la rg e  b o d y  o f  o u r  fe llo w -c rea tu re s  
^ chI p Ti . fo r  o u r  ow n co n v en ien ce  a n d  p ro fit , u n le s s  w h e re  th e  m o s t 

— — —  co g en t re a so n s  o f  ju s t ic e  a n d  n e c e s s ity  im p e l, is  to  p e r -  
1 //3 . fo rm  th e  p a r t  o f  th e  m o s t a tro c io u s  o p p re sso rs . In  th i s  

case, th e  p le a s  o f  ju s t ic e  a n d  n e c e s s ity  a re , to  a n  e x tra o r-  * 
d in a ry  degree, d e fec tiv e  a n d  w eak. T h e  u n h a p p y  R ohillas , 
i t  se em s, p ro c ra s tin a te d , a n d  evaded , w i th  r e s p e c t  to  th e  
d e m a n d  w h ic h  w as now  v io le n tly  m ad e  u p o n  th e m  fo r  
p a y m e n t  o f  th e  fo rm e r ly  s t ip u la te d  p r ic e  o f  defence  ; a  
p a y m e n t  w h ich  h a d  n o t  b een  ea rn ed , s in c e  th e y  h a d  n e v e r  
b e e n  d e fen d ed  ; w h ic h  th e y  w ere  n o t  ab le  to  pay , sin ce  
t h e i r  c o u n try  h a d  b e e n  re p e a te d ly  ra v a g e d  a n d  s t r i p t ; o f 
w h ic h  th e  e x a c tio n  w as in  r e a l i ty  a  frau d , s in c e  th e  r e 
t u r n  fo r i t  w as n e v e r  in te n d e d  to  b e  m a d e  ; w h ic h  i t  w as 
no  w o n d er th e y  w ere  r e lu c ta n t  to  p a y  to  th e  m a n  w ho  
w as im p a tie n t to  assa il th e m , a n d  w h o m  th o  u s e  o f  th e i r  
m o n ey  w ou ld  on ly  s t r e n g th e n  fo r  th e i r  d e s tru c tio n . A t  
th e  w o rs t, a  fa ilu re  in  a  p ec u n ia ry  o b lig a tio n  can  n e v e r  
ju s t i f y  a  w a r  o f  e x te rm in a t io n ;  i t  ev en  a u th o r iz e d  h o s
t i l i t ie s ,  a s  th e  D irec to rs , w h en  th e y  co n d em n ed  th i s  em 
p lo y m e n t o f  th e i r  forces, rem ark e d , so fa r  on ly , as m ig h t 
b e  n ece ssa ry  to  com pel th e  fu lfilm en t o f  th e  c o n tra c t. ° I t  
w as a lso  alleged, t h a t  th e  R o h illa s  a s s is te d  th o  M a h ra t ta s  
B u t  t h i s  is  b y  no  m ean s tru e . T h ey  te m p o riz e d  w ith  th e  
M a h ra tta s , a s  i t  w as h ig h ly  n a tu ra l  th o y  sh o u ld  do  ; b u t  
th e  w ho le  p o w er o f  th e  n a tio n  w as e x e r te d y to  k eep  a n d  
to  d riv e  th e  M a h ra tta s  fro m  th e i r  ow n sido" o f  th e  G an 
ges.1 W ith  re g a rd  to  n e c e s s ity  fo r th e  e x tirp a t io n  o f  th e  
R oh illas , th e r e  w as n o t  so  m u c h  a s  p ru d e n c e  to  ju s t i f y  
th o  d e e d ; H a s tin g s  h im se lf  confessing , “ t h a t  th e  d e 
p en d en ce  o f  th e  V iz ir  u p o n  th e  C o m p an y  (in  o th e r  w ords 
h is  w eak n ess) w ould , by  t h a t  ex ten s io n  o f h is  possessions, 
b e  increased, as  h e  h im s e lf  w as in cap ab le  o f d e fen d in g  ev en  
h is  a n c ie n t  po ssess io n s  w ith o u t  th e  .E nglish  s u p p o r t .

1 Sec th e official letters of Sir Robert Barker, who com manded tho B ritish  
forces upon the spot, fifth  Report, ut supra, App. N o. IS. H e condem ned tho 
assistance g iven  to the destruction of the Kohillns. but less on the score of 
ju stice , than expediency. See his M inute, u t supra, A pp. N o. 23. rl he .Ro
h il la s  am ong other <-ea;<on\ alleged  w ith  truth, that m erely driving tho 
Mahrattas u< rors the river wns no deliverance, ns they would return the verv-

Sec Barker’s i In Minutes of Evidence before th e
House n f  Com m ons, May 2nd, IT-G. Sir Robert v.a.-, asked; “ W ere tho 
Mnhrattrt*; in fact prevented from hivadlng the Rohillas, 1 y  any acts •
Qd-dov la, oi l,y his protection ol that country ?— N o.”

2 A pp-nl, ut •mpra. This is a contradiction to his form er assertion, that 
theat'tn isU ion  o f  the Rohllla country m ade h is territories more defensible.
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b e tw een  th e  G overnor an d  V izir. T h e  p rov inces o f  C orah  chaiv i.
an d  A llahabad , o f  w h ich  a  fo rced  s u rre n d e r  h a d  b e e n -----------
o b ta in e d  by  th e  M a h ra tta s , b u t  w hich  th e  d e p u ty  c f  th e  1773- 
E m p ero r, declaring  th e  ac t in v o lu n ta ry , had , to  savo th e m  
fo r h is  m aste r, p laced  u n d e r  th e  p ro te c tio n  o f  th e  E ng
lish  w ere to  be d isposed  of. A t  first, i f  n o  re so lu tio n  
w as ta k e n  to  re s to re  th e m  to  th o  E m pero r, i t  appears , a t  
le a s t t lm t none was ad o p ted  to  tak e  th e m  fro m  h im . A s 
soon a s  th o  id ea  w as beg o tto n  o f  m ak ing  m oney  o u t o f 
th o  p re se n t s itu a tio n  o f affairs, th o  p rov inces o f Corah  
and  A llahabad  n a tu ra lly  fell in to  th e  crucib le . I t  h ad  
long  been  a  dec id ed  p rin c ip le  in  th o  C om pany’s  policy, 
n o t  to  r e ta in  th o se  p rov inces u n d e r  th e ir  ow n ad m in is tra 
t io n  ; because th e  expense o f  govern ing  th e m , a t  so g re a t  
a  d istan ce , w ould  exceed  th o  u tm o s t rev en u e  th o y  cou ld  
y ie ld . T h e  choice lay  b e tw een  p rese rv in g  th e m  for th o  
E m p e ro r  an d  m ak in g th e m  over to  th e  V iz ir . G enerosity , 
h a d  i t  any  p lace in  su c h  a rran g em en ts, p leaded  w ith  a lm ost 
u n ex am p led  s t r e n g th  in  b e h a lf  o f th e  fo rlo rn  E m pero r, 
th e  n om inal sovereign  o f  so v a s t an  em pire , th e  rep re 
s e n ta tiv e  o f  so illu s tr io u s  a  raco, w ho now  possessed 
h a rd ly  a  ro o f  to  cover h im . Ju s tic e , too, o r som eth ing  
n u t  easily  d is tin g u ish ed  from  ju s tic e , spoke on th e  sam e 
side : considering  th a t , in  th e  f irs t place, th e  E m pero r 
h ad  a  r ig h t  to  th o  provinces, b o th  by  h is q u a lity  o f cove 
re ign  o f Indio , an d  also by th e  peculiar' concession am i 
g ra n t o f th e  E n g lish  Com pany, if  not in express te rm s  
for, m o s t certa in ly  in  consideration  of, h is  n o t abso lu te ly  
necessary  b u t  h igh ly  usefu l g ra n t o f th e  dowannee of th e  
th ro e  g rea t an d  o p u len t prov inces o f Bengal, Bahar, an d  
O rissa ; and  th a t ,  in  th e  second place, he could no t, by 
an y  fa ir co n s tru c tio n , be deem ed  to  h ave  fo rfe ited  ouy 
r ig h t  by  th e  su rren d e r  o f th e  p rov inces, a n  ac t w hich  was 
in  th o  h ig h es t degree in vo lun tary , and  therefo re  n o t h is 
own B u t theso  considera tions w ere a  feeble balance 
ano inst th o  calls o f w ant, an d  th e  heavy  a ttra c tio n s  o f 
g t l J .  To secu re  A llahabad an d  C orah  against th o  possea-

" “  , .  ._  ~ „ i to defend, his nnoluRv is lull of contradictions.
True. n™ . „ re on.on:.' the le st
There r m he no ,vcrv a Ictrrh r mmin*t he M ohrM l*. H .l tho

Winded the V t it t;  «  of monev, the

Clovornior.
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B O O IV v. s io n  o f  so  d a n g e ro u s  a  p o w er a s  th e  M a h ra t ta s  w as th e  
c H A r .  i. ack n o w led g ed  p o licy  o f  th e  B r i t i s h  g o v e r n m e n t ; a n d  i t

------------  w as alleged, t h a t  th e  E m p e ro r  w as u n a b le  to  p r o te c t
1'73- th e m . B u t  i t  is  c e r ta in ly  tru e , t h a t  th e  E m p e ro r  w as n o t  

le ss  ab le  a t  t h a t  t im e  th a n  h e  w as a t  th e  t im e  w h e n  th e y  
w ere  f i r s t  b e s to w e d  u p o n  h im  ; o r  th a n  h e  w as a t  an y  
p o in t  o f  t h e  t im e  d u r in g  w h ich  th e y  h a d  b een  le f t in  h is  
h a n d s . I t  is  e q u a lly  t ru e , t h a t  th e  in a b i l i ty  o f  th e  Ariz ir  
t o  se c u re  th e m  w as j u s t  a s  c e r ta in  a s  t h a t  o f  t h e  E m p e ro r ; 
sin ce  th e r e  is  th e  co n fess io n  o f  th e  G o v ern o r, t h a t  h e  w as 
u n a b le  to  p r o te c t  ev en  h is  ow n d o m in io n s, w ith o u t th e  
a s s is ta n c e  o f th e  E n g lis h  ; a n d  t h a t  ev e ry  e x te n s io n  o f  
h is  f ro n t ie r  re n d e re d  h im  m o re  v u ln e ra b le  a n d  W'eak.

. T h e re  w as, how ever, o ne  d iffe ren ce  ; t h e  V iz ir  cou ld  g ive  
m o n ey  fo r  th e m , th e  E m p e ro r  co u ld  n o t ; a n d  in  th is , i t  
is  p ro b ab le , th e  w h o le  a d v an tag e  w ill ho fo u n d  to  co n s is t. 
T h a t  th e  E n g lis h  s tre n g th e n e d  th e i r  b a r r ie r  b y  g iv in g  to  
a  c ru d e  n a tiv e  g o v e rn m e n t a  v a s t  f ro n t ie r  to  defend , in 
s te a d  o f  c o m b in in g  a g a in s t  th e  M a h ra t ta s  th e  fo rce s o f  
t h e  R ohillas, th e  E m p e ro r , an d  th e  V iz ir , w ill h a rd ly  b e  
a ffirm ed  b y  th o se  w ho re f le c t h o w  eas ily  th e  b a lan ce  
am o n g  th o s e  po w ers m ig h t  h av e  b een  tr im m e d , o r  w ho  
k n o w  th e  c o n s e q u e n ts  o f  th e  a r ra n g e m e n t t h a t  w as 
fo rm ed . F o r  a  su m  o f  m oney , C orah  a n d  A lla h a b a d  w ere  
te n d e re d  to  th e  V iz ir. T h a t  h e  w as d e lig h te d  w ith  th e  
prospect o f  reg a in in g  a  te r r i to ry , fo r  w h ich , a  few  y ea rs  
before , we h av e  seen  h im  in c u r r in g  th e  in fam y  an d  g u il t  
o f  p e rfid y  a n d  m u rd e r , p e r p e t r a te d  a g a in s t  a  n e a r  k in s 
m an , wo n e e d  n o t  d o u b t. A b o u t te rm s  th e r e  a p p e a r s  to  
h av e  b een  no  d isp u te . F o r  th e  su m  o f  fifty  lack s o f  ru p ees , 
o f  w h ich  tw e n ty  lack s w ero to  bo p a id  in  re ad y  m oney , a n d  
th e  re m a in d e r  in  tw o  y e a rs  by  p a y m e n ts  o f fifteen  la ck s  a t  
a  t im e , th e  p ro v in ce s  in  q u e s tio n  w ere  a d d ed  to  h is  d o 
m in io n s .

T h e  ncqu ieit ion o f  th o s e  p ro v in ce s  m ad e  an  a p p a re n t  
ch an g e  w ith  reg a rd  to  th e  lio h il la s  in  th e  v iew s o f  th e  
V iz ir . I f  w e m a y  b e liev e  th e  r e p re s e n ta t io n  o f  th e  P re s i
d e n t  ; w hose  re p re se n ta tio n s , ho w ev er, u p o n  th i s  s u b je c t ,  
a re  so  fu ll o f  m a n a g e m e n t an d  a m b ig u ity , t h a t  th e y  a re  a ll 
to  h e  rece iv ed  w ith  c a u tio n  ; th e  N a b o b  re p re s e n te d  h im - 
«ulf u n ab le  to  m o e t th e  p ec u n ia ry  o b lig a tio n s  u n d e r  w h ic h  
th e  a c q u is itio n  o f  b o th  te r r i to r ie s  w ould  lay  h im  to  th e

(f( f>  (fil
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(*  { | | |  a k u a n g e m b n t s  w i t h  t i i e  v i z i r .

'% % E t l i i> r i ^ o m p a n y ; a n d  d e s ire d  fo r t h a t  reaso n  to  su s-  J)0&K V. 
p e n d  h is  a t t a c k 'u p o n  th o  E o h illa s . I t  w as ag reed , how - CUAP. T.
ever, b e tw een  h im  an d  th e  P re s id e n t, t h a t  w h e n e v e r  th e  ------------
t im e  c o n v e n ie n t fo r th e  e x tirp a tio n  o f  t h a t  peo p le  s h o u ld  H73. 
a r r iv e  th e  a s s is ta n ce  o f  th e  E n g lish  sh o u ld  n o t  b e  w an t
ing . T h e  d ifficu lty  o f fu lfilling  h is  p e cu n ia ry  en g ag em en ts  
w ith  th e  C om pany, i f  th e y  w ere  ev e r  a lleged , d id  n o t  
d e ta in  h im  long.

F ro m  th e  m e e tin g  a t  B enares , th e  V iz ir  an d  P re s id e n t  
p a r te d  d if fe re n t w ay s ; th o  fo rm e r  to  th e  D ooab an d  D elh i, 
to  reduce, d u r in g  th e  ab sen ce  o f th e  M a h ra tta s , so m e  fo r ts  
a n d  d is t r ic ts  w h ic h  w ere  s t i l l  h e ld  fo r t h a t  peop le  ; th e  
l a t t e r  to  lay  b e fo re  h is  co lleagues, a n d  to  t r a n s m i t  to  h is  
em p lo y ers, su c h  a n  a c c o u n t o f  th e  tra n s a c t io n s  a t  th i s  
in te rv ie w , as w as m o s t  lik e ly  to  an sw er h is  ends.

I n  h is  r e p o r t  t o  th e  C ouncil a t  F o r t  W illiam , th e  P re s i
d e n t  con fined  h im se lf  to  th e  a g re e m e n t re sp e c tin g  C o rah  
a n d  A llah ab ad , a n d  th e  a llow ance fo r  su c h  t ro o p s  a s  m ig h t 
h e re a f te r  b e  em p lo y ed  in  th e  se rv ice  o f  th e  V iz ir . T h e  
a g re e m e n t re sp e c tin g  th e  E o h illa s , w h ich  i t  h a d  b een  s e t
t le d  b e tw een  th e  P re s id e n t am i A’iz ir  m ig h t  b e  co n v e
n ie n t ly  k e p t  o u t o f  th e  o s te n s ib le  t r e a ty ,  w as w holly  
su p p re ssed . W ith  ft viow to  th e  fu tu re , i t  w as p o litic  
h o w ev er to  exp la in , t h a t  th e  V iz ir  show ed  a t  f irs t a  d e s ire  
to  o b ta in  E n g lis h  a s s is ta n ce  fo r th o  se izu re  o f  th o  Jto-
Jiilla c o u n try ; i t  was politic also to  sluto tho pretexts
by w h ich  th o  ( < p o d i.u .Y  ..f  tl.a l uonii I ton'o m ig h t b ra t 
a p ju a r  to  1)0 ootahlishod. A dding, t h a t  for th e  p re se n t, 
however, th e  V iz ir  hud la id  nsido th is  des ign, th o  P re s i
d e n t  su b jo in ed  th o  follow ing d ec la ra tio n  : “ 1 w as p leased  
t h a t  h e  u rg ed  th e  schem e of th is  e x p e d itio n  no  fu r th e r ,  
a s  i t  w oidd  h ave  led  o u r  tro o p s  to  a  d is tan c e .” ' V e t we 
h av e  i t  fro m  h is  lien, that, h e  “ e n c o u ra g e d ” th e  V iz ir  to  
th e  en te rp riz e , as w h a t p ro m ised  to  be  o f  th e  g re a te s t  
a d v an tag e  to  th e  Com pany-

In  th e  le t te r  o f  th e  P re s id e n t d e sp a tc h e d  from  B e n ares  
t o  th e  D irec to rs , aWP unci.ig  th e  re s u lt  o f  h is  a r ra n g e 
m e n ts  w ith  th e  V izir, a ll in te llig en ce  o f  th o  p ro je c t lo r
exterminating th o  E oh illas i z - u p p i t  s , ! ,, , ,

U p o n  th o  r e tu rn  o f M r. H a d  m gs to  ( a lcu tln , ho effected  
an  ob ject, o f  w hich , from  th e  im p o rtan t, consequences

l  Fifth Report, u t jupnl, App. N o. IS.



'^ j i Q p K i y . 'V ith  which it w as attended, it  is  necessary to giveSmiro 
c h a i a i . account. The correspondence with the country p o w ers

________  h a d  f re q u e n tly  h e e n  c a r r ie d  o n  th r o u g h  th e  m il i ta ry  offi-
1773. c e rs  u p o n  t h e  s p o t. T h e  p o w e r  t h u s  co n v ey ed  to  th e  

m il i ta ry , M r. H a s t in g s  h a d  r e p re s e n te d  a s  in c o n v e n ie n t, 
i f  n o t  d a n g e ro u s  ; a n d  o ne  o b je c t  o f  h i s  p o licy  h a d  b een  
to  r e n d e r  th e  h e a d  o f  th e  c iv il g o v e rn m e n t  t h e  e x c lu s iv e  
o rg an  o f  c o m m u n ic a tio n  w i th  fo ro ig n  powers.^ H e  now  
s ta te d  to  th e  C o u n c il th e  c o n c u rre n c e  in  o p in io n  o f  tlio  
V iz ir  a n d  h im se lf , t h a t  a n  a g e n t, p e rm a n e n tly  r e s id in g  
w ith  th e  V iz ir  fo r  th e  c o m m u n ic a tio n  a n d  a d ju s tm e n t  of 
m a n y  a ffa irs to  w h ic h  t h e  in te rc o u rs e  o f  l e t t e r s  co'uld n o t  
c o n v e n ie n tly  ap p ly , w o u ld  b e  a t te n d e d  w ith  im p o r ta n t  
a d v a n ta g e s  : a n d  h e  u rg e d  t h e  p r o p r ie ty  o f  g ra n t in g  to  

" h im s e lf  t h e  so le  n o m in a t io n  o f su c h  an  ag en t, th o  so le 
p o w er o f rem o v in g  h im , a n d  th e  p o w er o f  re ce iv in g  a n d  
an sw erin g  h is  le t te r s ,  w ith o u t  c o m m u n ic a tio n  e i th e r  to  
t o  th e  C o m m itte e  o r  C ouncil. T o a ll th e s e  c o n d itio n s  th e  
C ounc il g ave  th e i r  a s s e n t  ; an d  M r. N a th a n ie l  M id d le to n , 
w ith  a n  e x t r a  sa la ry , w as s e n t  a s  p r iv a te  a g e n t to  a t te n d  
th e  re s id e n c e  o f  th e  Vizir, a n d  to  co m m u n ic a te  se c re tly  
w ith  Mr, H a s tin g s .1

T h e  V iz ir , in  th e  m e a n tim e , h a d  m ad e  h im se lf  m a s te r  o f  
se v e ra l p lace s  in  th e  J)ooab . H e  ad v an ce d  to w a rd s  D e lh i 
w ith  a  sh o w  o f  g r e a t  f r ie n d s h ip  to  th e  E m p e r o r ; a s s is te d  
h im  w i th  m o n ey  ; s e n t  a  fo rce  to  a s s is t  h is  a rm y  in  
w re s tin g  A g ra  f ro m  ’th e  J a a t s ; and , h a v in g  th u s  la id  a  
fo u n d a tio n  fo r  confidence, b eg an  to  in tr ig u e  fo r  h is  sa n c 
t io n  to  th e  in te n d e d  a t ta c k  u p o n  K o h ilcu n d . A  t r e a ty  
w as n e g o tia te d , a n d  a t  la s t  so le m n ly  co n c lu d ed  a n d  s igned , 
b y  w h ic h  i t  w as ag reed  t h a t  th e  E m p e ro r  sh o u ld  a s s is t  
w i th  h is  fo rces in  th e  r e d u c tio n  o f  th e  E o h illa s , an d  in  
r e tu r n  sh o u ld  rece iv e  a  sh a re  o f  t h e  p lu n d e r , a n d  u n e-h a lf  
o f  th e  co n q u e re d  c o u n try .-

O n th e  l b l h  of N o v em b er, a b o u t  tw o  m o n th s  a f te r  th e i r  
in te rv ie w , th e  V iz ir  w ro te  to  tiro  P re s id e n t, d em an d in g  t h e  
p r o m i s e d  a ss is ta n ce  o f  t h e  E n g lis h  fo r  t h e  d e s tru c tio n  oi 
t h e  E o h illa s . M r. H a s tin g s  a p p e a rs  to  h av e  b e e n  th ro w n

i  H ostings’ R eport, App. N o. 19, u t su p r a ; L etter o f 17th J u n e , 1774, A pp.

j-Vom klin’d Shall A ulum , n .6 4 . l etter of Col. Cham pion; F ifth  Report, 
JUj .’.i. .M»p. No. 4 0 ;  :uul the treaty Itself, A pp. N o .27. Scott’:. A m ong-  

jsebo’a Successors, p . 269, 2C0.
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nm K nrrassm ent. T h e  su d d e n n ess  an d  con- BOOK V. 
t h e  c a U  c ^ re s p o n d e d  b u t  in d iffe ren tly  w ith  th e  c u p . t. 

n u en ce  or th e  call 0̂  ^ l e a g u e s  to  u n d e rs ta n d  ---------- -

h i t 't h e 0  on  th is  su b je c t re s te d  b e tw een
t h a t  th e  c H is  ab ;litiog  in  m ak m g  o u t a  case,
h u n  «* d  7 r] g rea t, w ere  u n ab le  to  p ro d u ce  un an i-
m f tv ^ a n d  f t  w a /n o t  t i l l  a f te r  a  long d eb a te , t h a t  a  deci- 
“ on7 'in ^ o u r  o f  th e  ex p ed itio n  w as o b ta ined  T he 
assistan ce  w as p ro m ised  on  th e  v e ry  te rm s  co n ce rted  an d  
s e t tle d  b etw een  h im  and  th e  V iz ir  ; a n d  y e t  th is  P re s id e n t 
h a d  tlio  a r t  to  p e rsu ad e  h is  co lleagues, and  jo in ed  w ith  
th e m  in  a  dec la ra tio n  to  th e ir  com m on m as te rs , t h a t  th e s e  
te rm s  w ere so favourab le  to  th e  E ng lish , an d  so b u rd e n 
som e to  th e  V iz ir, as to  re n d e r  h is  accep tanco  o f th e m  
im p ro b ab le , an d  th e re fo re  to  leave b u t  l i t t le  chance o f 
th e i r  in v o lv in g  th e  E n g lish  G o v e rn m en t in  a  m easu re  
w h ich  th e  p rin c ip a l co n d u c to rs  o f t h a t  g o v e rn m en t w ere 
d es iro u s  to  avo id .1

I n  th e  m o n th  o f  J a n u a ry , 1774, th e  second  o f  th e  th re e  
b rig ad es in to  w h ich  th e  C om pany’s a rm y  in  B engal was 
d iv ided , rece ived  o rd e rs  to  jo in  th e  V i z i r ; an d  Colonel 
C ham pion , now  C om m ander-iti-C hief, proceeded  a b o u t th e  
m id d le  o f F e b ru a ry  to  assu m e th o  com m and. O n th e  2 4 th  
o f F eb ru a ry  th e  b rig ad e  a rriv ed  w ith in  th e  te r r i to ry  o f  th e  
V iz ir  ; and , on  th e  1 7 th  o f A pril, th e  u n i te d  forces en te red  
th e  B oh illa  dom in ions. O n th o  19th, C olonel C ham pion  
w ro te  to  th e  P residency , th a t  th e  R oh illa  leader, “ h ad  by 
le t te r  expressed  ea rn e s t in c lin a tio n s  to  com e to  an  accom 
modation w ith  th e  V izir ; b u t  th a t  th e  N ab o b  claim ed no 
t o s  th a n  two crorrs o f  ru p ees .” A fte r  th is  ex trav ag an t 
dem and  th e  K ohillas p o sted  th em se lv e s on  th e  side  o f  
R b .d  N u lla  w ith  a  re so lu tio n  o f s ta n d in g  th e ir  g ro u n d  to  
O „  I f  « te e m H y . A n d  early  on th e  m orn in g  o f th e  2 3 rd , 
f l16 w r  b advanced to  '.he a ttack . “ Hafez,’ says th o
F  ^ G e n e r a l  w ith  a  generous esteem , “ an d  h is  a rm y ,
E n g lish  x ’' QQQ meU) show ed  g rea t b ravery  aud
co n s is tin g  o u w; t h  th e ir  a r tiU ery an d  rockets,
re so lu tio n , ®t  t s  to  ch a rge, b u t o u r  guns,
T hey m ade  reP“ ^ d  ^  th a n  th e irs , k ep t so co n s tan t 
b e in g  so m uch  b e t te r  n o t a d v a n c e ; an d  w here
an d  galling a  fire th a t  th e y  ^  T h ey  g ave
th e y  w ere closest, w as th e  gre b

, Fifth Report, ut supr., App. No.. 22, S3, « ,  *>•
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\3 ® © J P Y  ■ p ro o f  o f  a  good sh a re  o f  m il i ta ry  know ledge, b y  show ing  
ohai'. l  in c lin a tio n s  t o  fo rce  b o th  o u r  flan k s a t  th e  sa m e  tim e , an d  

— “ —  en d eav o u rin g  to  ca ll o ff  o u r  a t te n t io n s  b y  a  b r is k  fire on  
] ■. 4. o u r  oent re  j t  is  im p o ss ib le  to  d e sc rib e  a  m o re  o b s tin a te  

firm n ess o f  re so lu tio n  th a n  th e  en em y  d isp lay e d . N u m e 
ro u s  w ere  th e i r  g a llan t m e n  w ho ad v an ced , an d  o ften  
p i tc h e d  th e i r  co lo u rs b e tw een  b o th  a rm ies , in  o rd e r  to  
en co u rag e  th e i r  m en  to  follow  t h e m ; an d  i t  w as n o t  t i l l  
th e y  saw  o u r  w ho le  a rm y  ad v an c in g  b r isk ly  to  charge 
th e m , a f te r  a  sev e re  can n o n ad e  o f  tw o  h o u rs  an d  tw e n ty  
m in u te s , a n d  a  s m a r t  fire o f  m u s k e try  fo r  so m e  m in u te s  
on  b o th  flanks, t h a t  th e y  fa irly  tu r n e d  th e i r  backs. O f  th e  
en em y  above 2000 fell in  th e  field, a n d  am o n g s t th e m  m an y  
S ird a rs . B u t  w h a t re n d e rs  th e  v ic to ry  m o s t decisive  is 
th e  d e a th  o f H afez  R u h m e t, w ho  w as k illed  w h ils t  b rav e ly  
ra lly in g  h is  peojilo t o  b a tt le . O ne o f  h is  sons w as also 
k illod , one ta k e n  p riso n e r , an d  a  t h i r d  r e tu rn e d  fro m  flig h t 
to -d ay , a n d  is  in  th e  h a n d s  o f  Suja-ad-dow lu .”

I n  p ass in g  to  a n o th e r  c h a rac te r , th e  G en era l changes h is  
s t r a i n . " - / 1  w ish ,” says he, “ I  cou ld  p ay  th e  V iz ir  an y  com 
p lim e n t  o n  th i s  occasion , o r  t h a t  I  w ere  n o t  u n d e r  th e  
in d isp en sab le  n ece ss ity  o f ex p re ss in g  m y  h ig h e s t  in d ig 
n a tio n  a t  h is  sh a m efu l p u s il la n im ity  ; in d isp en sab ly , I  say, 
b e c a u se  i t  i s  n ece ssa ry  t h a t  a d m in is tra tio n  sh o u ld  c lea r ly  
k n o w  how  l i t t le  to  be  d ep en d ed  o n  is th is  th e i r  ally . T h e  
n ig h t  be fo re  th e  b a ttle , I  ap p lied  to  h im  fo r som e p a r
t ic u la r  p ieces  o f  cannon , w h ich  I  th o u g h t m ig h t  p ro v e  o f 
g re a t se rv ice  in  th e  ac tio n  ; b u t  h e  d ec lin ed  g iv in g  th e  use 
o f  th e m . H e  p ro m ised  so lem n ly  to  s u p p o r t  m o  w ith  a ll h is  
force , au d  p a r tic u la r ly  engaged  to  b e  n e a r  a t  b a n d  w ith  a 
la rg e  bod y  of cava lry , to  b e  u sed  a s  I  sh o u ld  d irec t. B u t, 
in s te a d  o f  b e in g  n ig h  m e, h e  re m a in e d  bey o n d  th e  G u rra h , 
on  th e  g ro u n d  w h ich  I  h a d  le f t  in  th e  m o rn in g , su rro u n d e d  
b y  b is  c av a lry  an d  a  la rg e  t r a in  o f  a r t i lle ry , an d  d id  n o t 
m o v e  th e n c e  t i l l  th e  n ew s o f  th e  enem y’s d e fea t reach ed  
h im .”  T h e n , how ever, h is  t ro o p s  bogan  to  bo ac tiv e , an d  
e f te c tu a lly  p lu n d e re d  th e  c a m p ; “ w h ile  th e  C om pany’s  
tro o p s , in  re g u la r  o rd e r  in  th e i r  ran k s , m o s t j u s t l y ” (says 
t h e i r  co m m an d er) “ obse rved , Wo have the honour o f the 
dan, a,,d  these banditti the profit!11

1 U ttr r  of Col. Champion, to the lion. Warren Hasting*, 8k., 24th April, 
1774; fifth Keport, ut supra, App. No. 26.
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- l a ^ a c t i o n  in  rea lity , te rm in a te d  th e  w ar. T h o u g h  LOOK V. 

F y zo o lla  K lian  w ith  h is  tre a s u re s  a n d  th e  re m a in s  o f  th e  ciiai-. i . 
a rm y , h a d  m ad e  good h is  f lig h t to w a rd  th e  m o u n ta in s  th e  — -  
w ho le  c o u n try , w ith o u t opposition , lay  a t  th e  m e rcy  o f  th e  » ' • *• 
V iz ir  • an d  never, pro b ab ly , w ere  th e  r ig h ts  o f  co n q u es t 
m o re  savagely  abused . N o t o n ly  w as th e  fe ro c ity  o f  In d ia n  
depredation lo t loose u p o n  th e  w re tch ed  in h a b ita n ts , b u t  ns 
h is  in te n tio n , acco rd ing  to  w h a t h e  h a d  p rev io u sly  a n d  
re p e a te d ly  dec la red  to  th e  E n g lish  G o v e rn m en t, w as to  
exterminate th e  R ohillas , ev e ry  oue w ho b o re  th e  n am e  o f 
E o h illa  w as e i th e r  b u tc h e re d , o r  fo u n d  h is  sa fe ty  iu  f lig h t 
a n d  in  ex ile .1

» “ T he inhum anity and dishonour,” says C o l.Cham pion, in his letter of 
Juno II?, 1774, “ with w hich the late proprietors oi th is country and their  
fam ilies have been used, is know n all over these parts; a relation o f them  
would sw ell this letter to an im m ense s ize . 1 could not help  com passionating  
such unparalleled m isery ; and m y requests to th e V izir to show  len ity , were  
frequent, but as fruitless ns even those advices w hich I alm ost hourly gave  
him , regarding the destruction of th e v illages, w ith respect to w hich’ 1 mn 
now  constrained to declare, that though he alw ays prom ised as fairly as I 
could w ish, v et he did not observe one of his prom ises, nor cease to over
spread the country with tiam es, till three days after the fate o f Hafez Ithamet 
was decided.”— In another letter he says, ‘‘ A bove a lack of people h ave de
serted  their abodes iu consequence of the defeat of H afez.” Ibid. App. No.

. . -L 1 m y
described.” That the President w as perfectly aware o f th e designs of the  
V izir , before his engagem ent to assist in  them , sufficiently appears iron; his 
ow n letter to  that ch ief, dated the S2nd o f April, 1773. “ I have received,”
nays he, •*your Kxrellcncy'n letter, m entioning................that if, should the
I; 1111 :i_s b .-guilt;. ui a breach o f their agreem ent [v iz ., about the forty lacsj, 
wo will tfw ro iiffh fjf e x te rm in a te  them , and settle your K w  dloticy in the 
country : you  will in that case pay the Company fifty lacs o f rupees, and < \ -  
em pt them  from the King’s tribute.” Ili-l. App. No. -’ I. In the Nabob's own 
1 .,,. r to th e President, o f th e Mth November, 1773, he snys, “  During our
in t -w i-w  at Uenares. it was agreed that I sliould pay, A c ............ .m.l that I

i With  the ; ! - ! -dance o f the English f.iv es , cudoavim r to  punish and 
] i„ete th e  R * h ,t tu i  e e l  n f  t h n r  r  n ft.-*.' II.'I. A ll'- N" -A  -Mr.% only admits t l i ,  .»roell<M In part, «nd then deftn d, BK M  tn a  n-

■ : II lt , to -nv, n..t only bv th f exnrnidr o l In in n  l' . ,b m t>  m
n m  ........vonrob' of |tiitl.-:i b. rbnnty. on the Milnc-et, o f tin: \  t. .r.
K1,11; . 'n t r n .V -M J t  h o . -■ m a in  a h . 1 . -:■ b «  M ■rn.Jin:
, , ° ' C, i, • ituh r T his I pronounce to have hot i both b.t.h irons and

?otacJ»««nU to 11 “  ^  j n ,ti,icd by the practice o f war established among
im politic, b w  . jin j  i  am sorry to add by our o w n ; in an instance
a ll nations o f t ■ ’ . ,.jlt  t0  quote in vindication of the charge against 
(w hich  the ^ lZ1 • • iu the war in w hich w e w ere engaged with
h im ), of a detachm ent em i ^  ravaRC hb co u n tty y< l ie  then quotes a
him  In th e year 17* . . ( c .minandod the d itnchm vm , which says,

1 u iv’s country, tin: oik? o f  
“ Two sop .rate parties have -  ̂ f)rj |n g  to the d inefions <m-n m e)
tvlllclt w.i a sh u ill t ip a , J..W . ..Mi , I l , l n . . l  tb,M.un».
th ere arc destroyed »>»•»•• V v c n . cons.ilcraMv mure .tam w v. M'-.m o  
prevented , m  should o  J[in ., 1 7 7 3 , | n ibo Fifth Report- u l siinr.t,
o f t h e G  iiernor-l.elicr.ih  d ..;- I . m ,■ •e  .:;rr ........ an 1 1,10 w .e,
A pp. N>. 43 .--M . here ,-ft  lorn ,r.t so ns In cn.m -y
although found in tin  c o m *1 ..\tirpatm u proposed. w.t«, that of tha
erroneous im pressions. ho n„t a  war ac »ins: the people, but
pow er of one or two Hohillft e m . u . ,-aincd their possessions by the
against n few  m ilitary adventurers,



' e° i x
----- V V \  '

S h o rtly  a f te r  th is  decisive  affair, th e  a rm y  m arched  to  
chap. vi. th e  c ity  o f B issouly , w h ich  w as n e a r  th e  cen tre  o f th e
— -------- R o h illa  co u n try , w ith  th e  in te n tio n  o f passin g  in  q u a r te rs

th e  season o f t h e  ra in s. A t  th is  p lace h ad  a rr iv e d  b e fo re  
th e m  N u ju f  K han , w ith  th e  a rm y  o f  th e  E m p ero r. I n  
obed ience to  th e  t r e a ty  b e tw een  th e  E m p e ro r  an d  V iz ir , 
th e y  h ad  m arch ed  fro m  D elh i to  a s s is t in  th e  red u c tio n  o f 
th e  R o h illa s  ; b u t ,  b efo re  th e y  reach ed  th e  scene o f  ac tio n , 
th e  r a p id ity  an d  v igou r o f  th o  E n g lish  h ad  te rm in a te d  th e  
w ar. N u ju f  K h a n  d em anded  p a r ti tio n  o f  th e  co u n try , an d  
o f th e  p lu n d e r , accord ing  to  th e  cond itions on w h ich  th e  
co u n ten an ce  an d  co-operation  o f  th e  E m p e ro r  h ad  b een  
p ro cu re d . T h e  V iz ir  d id  n o t d isp u te  th o  tre a ty , a  copy o f 
w h ich  th e  E m p e ro r  h ad  se n t to  Colonel C ham pion  ; h e  
alleged, how ever, t h a t  th e  co u n te rp a rt, w h ich  w as in  liis 
ow n possession , exp ressed  a  cond ition  th a t  h is  M ajesty  
sh o u ld  tak e  th e  field in  p e rso n ; an d  th a t  th e  b reach  o f  
t h a t  a r tic le  an n u lled  th e  co n trac t. “ B u t w hen  th e  coun
te rp a r t ,” says C olonel C ham pion, “ w h ich  he  p u t  in to  th e  
h an d s  o f m y  in te rp re te r , cam e to  b e  exam ined, i t  appeared  
th e re  w as no  su c h  s tip u la tio n , n o r  d id  i t  ever e x is t even  
verbally .” 1 T h e  decision  o f th e  E ng lish  G o v ern m en t i s  
th e  n e x t  in c id en t in  th e  scene. In s tru c tin g  on th is  su b je c t 
th e  co m m an d er o f th e ir  troops, w hen h e  h ad  as y e t  s e n t  
th e m  on ly  a  su rm ise , a nd  th e  t r e a ty  h ad  n o t been  p ro d u ced ,

sword, who were constantly at war with their neighbours and with each other, 
and whose forcible suppression was the legitim ate object of the King of Delhi,- 
or the Nawiib of Oude. So far was the contest from being national, that tho 
m ass of the population o f Rohilcund consisted of Hindus, hostile bath in 
religion and policy to their Afghan rules, to whom the name Rohillas is sonic- 
w hai incorrectly confined. Even am ongst the Afghans, however, there was 
but a partial com bination, and several of the Sirdars joined the Vizir. , ,fie  
o f the m any pamphlets put forth by the virulent enem ies of Hastings (Origin  
and authentic narrative of the present Mahrattn and lute Rohilla War. bond. 
1781.) unblushingly affirms that 500,000 fam ilies of husbandmen and artists 
had been driven across the Jum na, ami that the Rohilla provinces were a  
barren and uninhubited w aste. An equally false representation :•> ‘'itcu irorn 
th e Parliamentary R egister, 17X1, by Hamilton, according to whom , tne num 
bers expelled were about 17,000 or 16,000 men with their famine: . none being 
included in the snirit of the treaty, excep tin g  such  as w ere a c tu a lly  .found, in  
a rm s. T he Hindu inhabitants, consisting o f about 700.000. were no otherwise 
ulh ted by it than experiencing a change of masters, to which they had been  
frequently accustom ed. Hamilton, History of th e KoUdla Afghans, 208. 
These statem ents all proceeded from personal hostility to Hastings, and had  
no foundation in genuine humanity. I t  Is evident that the son of Hafiz, al
though the most grievous consequence of hostilities was in- father h death, 
entertains no suspicion that there was anything atrocious m tho transaction, 
and be expresses no personal resentm ent towards the ch ief actors in  the. 
revolution.— W.

* App. No. 4f>, sup.
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K ^ o g g ^ l g o m e t i t s  (th ey  say) w ith  th e  V iz ir  are to  a id  h im  BOOK V. 
iu  tlxe C0u q u es t of th e  R ohilla c o u n try  ; and  if  h e  is opposed c m r .v i .  
b y  N u ju f  K h an  o r  th e  K ing  him self, you arc  to  p ay  no  re- “
g i - d t o  e ith e r . W e can n o t ( th e y  ad d ) e n te r ta in  so b ad  u l i - 
an  on in iou  of the  V izir as to  suppose h im  capable o f  a c tin g  
in  avow ed breach  o f a  t r e a t y ; b u t  i f  an y  p lea o f  th a t  k ind  
shou ld  be m ade fo r co n tes tin g  ou r r ig h t to  occupy an y  p a r t  
o f th e  R ohilla c o u n try  y e t  unconquered , i t  w ill bo p ro p e r  
to  n u t to  h im  th e  q u estio n , w h e th e r such  tre a ty  does ex is t 
o r  n o t 1 I f  ho sh o u ld  acknow ledge such  a  tre a ty , you  m u s t 
u ndoub ted ly  ab s ta in  from  fu r th e r  h o s tilitie s  in  ab e tm en t 
o f h is  b reach  o f fa ith .”  Y e t, a f te r  th e y  wore fu lly  satisfied 
o f  th e  ex istence o f such  a  t r e a ty ; and  n o t on ly  o f th e  capa
b ility , b u t  th e  re so lu tio n  o f th e  V izir to  a c t  in  avow ed 
b reach  o f i t ,  th e y  la id  th e ir  com m ands u p o n  th e  E nglish  
general, to  ab e t and  su p p o r t  h im , because “ i t  is  o u r  in te n 
tio n ” (say th ey ) “ to  p ersevere  in  p u rs u it  o f th e  ob jec t w hich  
o rig ina lly  engaged u s  in  th e p re s e n t en te rp rise ,an d  to  adhere 
s t r ic t ly  to  ou r engagem en ts w ith  th e  V izir, w ith o u t suffer
in g  o u r  a tte n tio n  to  bo d iv e rted  by  foreign inc iden ts  or 
occurrences,” 1 t h a t  is, by  so lem n trea tie s , o r  th e  b reach  of 
th em .

F ro m  Fyzoolla K hali an early  app lica tion  a rrived , offering 
to  com e to  th e  cam p u p o n  th e  fa ith  o f th o  E nglish, and  to  
ho ld  th e  d is tr ic t  w hich  had  belonged to  h is  fam ily as a  
d ep en d an t o r r e n te r  o f th e  V izir. H is  offers, variously  m o
dified, w ere freq u en tly  repeated , w ith  g ro a t earnest ness.
R u t th o  V izir p e rs is ted  in h is  declaration , th a t  lie would 
allow  no R ohilla  ch ief to  rem ain  on th e  fu rth e r  side o f th e  
f la n g e s ; an d  on ly  offered h im  one of th o  d is tr ic ts  in  th e  
Dooab w h ich  h ad  been recen tly  conquered  from  th e  Mah- 
r a t ta s  Fyzoolla K han , w ith  ju s tic e , observed, th a t  th is  
th e  M a h ra tta s  w ould tak e  from  h im  th e  f irs t tim e  they
re tu m e d  to  th e  co u n try . , ,  f

T ow ards th e  end  of Ju ly , th e  u n ite d  forces o f th e  
E n g lish  and  V izir m ar lied to w ard s Fyzoo la K han  w-ho 
occup ied  a  s tro n g  pc 1 on th e  sk ir ts  o f  th e  m ou.itM M  
u e a “ P a t t i r  G ur. A t  th e  beg inn ing  o f  bep U m h e th ey  
cam e n ea r th o  enem y, and, as th e  V iz,r  began to  ex h ib it a 
s tro n g  d esire  o f au  accom m odation  w ith  tho  Rolullus, 
a n  ac tiv e  in te rco u rse  of le t te rs  and  m essengers ensued, 

i L itter or 23rd May, aad l « h  July, App. ut supra, He. 27.

— <*V \
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Whether his mind was operated upon by the approaching
......chat-, i. arrival of the new councillors at Calcutta, or the dread

----------- which he pretended of assistance to Fyzoolla IChan from
17<I. the Mahrattas and Afghans, he now made offer of terms to 

which a little before he would not so much as listen. Ho 
proposed to make Fyzoolla collector of the revenues, or 
Zemindar, of the whole territory of Rohilcund, allowing sis  
lacks of rupees per annum for liis own expenses. But this 
offer, and even that of a jaghire of ten lacks of rupees, in 
the Iloliilcund country, were rejected. The Roliillas were 
so advantageously posted, with works thrown up in their 
front, that it was necessary to advance by regular ap
proaches, and the army were so discontented, on account 
of hardship, arrears of pay, and ill-usage, either real or 
supposed, that the general was doubtful of their steadiness 
ai d ordor. After several days, in which the approaches 
were carried on, and the scouting parties of both armies 
were frequently engaged, it was at last agreed, that Fyzoolla 
Khan should receive a jaghiro of fourteen lacks and seventy- 
five thousand rupees in tho Rohilcund territory, and 
should surrender one-half of all his effects to the" Vizir. 
Tlius terminated the first Rohilla war.1

Before closing tlie account of tho events to which tho 
visit of Mr. Hastings to Benares gave birth, it is necessary 
to mention its effects with regard to the deserted Emperor. 
Upon receiving from him the grant of the dewannee, or tho 
receipt and management of the revenues of Bengal, Bahar, 
and Orissa, it was agreed that, as the royal share of those 
revenues, twenty-six lacks of rupees should be annually 
paid to him by the Company. His having accepted of the 
assistance of the Mahrattas, to place him on the throne of 
his ancestors, was now made uso of as a reason for tolling 
him, that the tribute of these provinces should be paid to 
him no more. Of the honour or the discredit, however, of 
this transaction, tho principal sharo belongs not to the 
Governor, but to the Directors themselves ; who, in their 
letter to Bengal of the I lth  of November, 1768, had said,
“ If the Emperor flings him -elf into the hands of tbe Mah-

■ Sco th e correspondence, Fifth r e p o r t. in  supra, App. N o. 27, anil Col. 
Cham pion's loll-; defensive letter. Ibid. App. N o . 4S. Pee Alan No. by o f tho  
Benattl '1 rent icy, in the Collection o f 'iYealies, & c., with th e  native princes, 
pi lntcd in IS id. H 'ttxpor", and '-oitio dependent d istricts, funned the territory  
bestow ed upon byco(din Khan.
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any other power, wo aro diaengagod from him BOOK V. 
jy open a fair opportunity of withholding the c h a p . i .

: lacks we now pay him.” 1 Upon the whole, -----------
the measure dealt out to this unhappy sovereign, 177-1. 
him of the territories of Corah and" Allahabad, 
him of the tribute which was due to him from 
incos of his which they possessed, the Directors 
mqualified approbation. Arid though they cou- 

demned the uso which had been made of their troops in 
subduiug the Country of the Rohillas; they declare frankly,
“ We, U p o n  the maturest deliberation, confirm tho treaty 
of Benares.” -

dire circumstance upon which, in summing up the ac
count of his administration to his honourable masters 
Hastings advanced the strongest claim to applause, was 
tho alleviation of tho pecuniary difficulties of the Indian 
government-, and the improvement of the revenues. In 
the letters from the Bengal administration to the Court of 
Directors, under date 22nd August, and 17th October,
17/4, after presenting the most flattering picture of the 
financial situation to which tho government was happily 
exalted, they advance a confident prediction, that in the 
course of tho ensuing season, the whole of tho bond debt 
would he discharged.- And in that rcpn.ontation of tho 
state of Bengal, which was published by Mr. Hastings in 
1786, he declares, (- \\ lieu 1 took chargo of the government 
of Bengal i n  April 1772, I fouud it loaded with a debt at 
interest of nearly tbs same amount as the present; and 
in less than two years I saw that debt completely dis
charged, and a sum iu ready cash of the same amount ac
tually accumulated in store in tho public treasuries.'’*
This boosting exhibits some remarkable features, when the 
facts are sufficiently ascertained. No improvement had 
been made in the productive powers of the country, which 
is the only permanent a id satisfactory source of an im
proved revenue. The gross revenues of tho year ending 
in April 1772, 3,13,63,804 current rupees ; the gross reve
nues of that ending iu April 1774 were only 2,76,10.S6C.
Hardly had any improvement been made in the not 

• Fifth flmort, a t stipra. App. No. [2.
11 Company's l.ctlcr to Ik-ngal. -ini L o ll. 1*7.). IWd. Apr- No. -1C.
3 Fifth Keport, ot supra, 1>. 37, and App. No.-lit.
* Memoirs relative to the state ot India, by 4  a m n  Hastings, Asq., p. .1.
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Receipt. That for the year ending in April lT tU /m ia i 
16,88,538 rupees, equal to 2,373,6502.; that for the year

----------  ending 1774, was 2,20,56,919 rupees, or 2,481,404/.’ In the
next great department of financial administration, the ex
pense of the civil and military services, instead of any 
retrenchment there had been an increase. In the year 
ending in 1772, the civil service is stated at 154,620/., the 
marine at 52,161/., the military at 1,164,348/., and the 
total expense, exclusive of buildings and fortifications, at 
1,371,1292.* In the year ending in 1774, the civil service 
is stated at 159,537/., the marine at 53,700/., the military 
at 1,304,883/., and the total at 1,518,120/.* In the year 
1772, the proportion of the military expense, defrayed by 
the Nabob of Oude, was 20,766/d In the year 1774, the  
proportion defrayed by him was 131,430/.5 In the follow
ing year, that ending in April 1775, there was a slight im 
provement in the collections, which may in part be 
ascribed to the moasures of the preceding administration ; 
and there was a total cessation of war which produoed a 
reduction of the military expenditure, remarkable only for 
its  minuteness. The gross collections amounted to 
2,87,20,760 rupees, the not receipt to 2,51,02,090, or 
2,823,964/.; the civil service to 231,722/., the marine to  
30,510/., and the military to 1,080,304/. ; total, 1,349,836/.: 
and the proportion this year borne by the Nabob of Oude 
was 240,750/., It thus abundantly appears, that nothing 
so important as to deserve the name of improvement had 
arisen in the financial administration of the Company. A  
pecuniary relief had indeed been procured, but from sources 
of a temporary aud very doubtful description ; partly from 
tbo produce of the bills drawn in such profusion upon the 
Company, by the predecessor of Hastings ; partly from the 
reduction of the allowance to the Nabob of Bengal, from 
thirty-two to sixteen lacks ; but chiefly from the plunder 
of the unhappy Emperor of the Moguls, whose tribute of 
twenty-six lacks per annum for the dowannee of Bengal 
was withheld, and whose two provinces Corah and Allah
abad were sold for fifty lacks to the Vizir ; from the sale 
of tho Kohillas, the extirpation of whom was purchased at 1

1 liftli lU port, ut supra, p. 7 and 35. ]  I’- 8-
•Iliid.ii. 38. MWd.p.8.
• Ib id .p .38. * Ibid.p. 41.
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ra^33M3ie samo eagerly coveted lacks; and from the pay BOOK V. 
and maintenance of a third part of the troops, which were cnar. n.
employed in the war's and dominions of the Vizir. 'W ith -----------
regard even to the payment of the debt, an inspection of 177'4- 
the accounts exhibits other results than those presented by 
the declarations of the President.
Year ending Balances in th e D ebts at Other debts,

in Apj.ji Treasuries. interest.
1772 C.R.65,09,041 ... 1,07,84,520 ... 52,48,4S0.
1774 ... 21,62,994 ... 1,17,71,486 ... 95,41,795.
1775 ... 1,23,95,598 ... 90,68,584 ... 87,05,871.'
Upon this statement, if we compare the year in which Mr.
Hastings began his administration, with that in which it 
ended, we see a prodigious deterioration. If we compare 
it even with that which follows, the total amount of debt 
in 1772 was 1,60,30,000 rupees ; in 1775 it was 1,77,68,584, 
which is an increase of 17,41,455. The only improvement 
appears in the balance of cash, which in 1775 exceeded 
the balance in 1772 by 58,86,557 rupees. Deducting 
from this a sum equal to the increase of debt, there 
remains 41,45,102 rupees, by which alone the state of 
the exchequer, after all the calamity which had been pro
duced to supply it, was better in 1775 than it had been 
in 1772.

CHAPTER II .

Commencement o f the Xew Government—Supreme Council 
divided into two Parties, o f which, that o f  the Governor- 
General in the Minority— Presidency o f Bombay espouse 
the Cause of llagoba, an ejected Peshwa—Supreme council 
condemn this Policy, and make Peace with his Opponents
__Situation o f the Powers in the Upper Country, -Yubob
of Ovule, Emperor, and X u ju f Khun— Pecuniary Corrup
tion, in which Governo'-General seemed to be implicated, 
in the cases o f the Ranee or Burdwan, Pkousdar o f Hoog- 
ley, and Mutiny Bcgttm—  Governor-General resists Inquiry  
— Nuncomar the great Accuser— He is prosecuted by the

> Fifth Report, a t  supra, p . 8 , 8 0 ,4 2 .



\ 5 ! ^ ^ 0 K v. Governor-General— Accused o f Forgery, fo u n d  guilty, and
chat. ii. hanged—Mohamnied Reza Khan, and  the office o f Kuib
-------------  Suhah restored.

1771.

THE operation of the new constitution framed by the 
Parliament of England, was ordained to commence in 

India after the 1st of August, 1774. The new councillors, 
however, General Clavering, Mr. Monson, and Mr. Francis, 
who, along with Mr. Hastings and Mr. Barwell, wero elected 
to compose the board of administration, did not arrive at 
Calcutta until the 19th of October. On the following day 
the existing government was dissolved by proclamation, 
and the new council toot possession of its powers. On 
the proposal of the Governor-general, who stated the 
necessity of a few days, to prepare for the council a view 
of the existing state of affairs, and to enable Mr. Harwell, 
who was then absent, to arrive ; tho meeting of the Board 
was suspended until the 2otli. On the very day on which 
its deliberations began, some of the discord made its aj> '• 
pearance, which so long and so deeply embarrassed and 
disgraced the government of India. The party who had 
arrived from England, and the .party in India, with whom 
they wore conjoined, met not, it should seem, with minds 
in the happiest frame for conjunct operations. Mr. Has- i 
tings, upon the first appearance of his colleagues, behaved, j 
or was suspected of behaving, coldly. And with jealous 
feelings this coldness was construed into studied and 
humiliating neglect. In the representation which the 
Governor-general presented of the political state of the 
country, the war against the Itohillas necessarily attracted 
tho principal attention of the new councillors ;. and, un
happily for the Governor-general, presented too many ap
pearances of a doubtful complexion not to excite the desire 
of elucidation in the minds of the most candid judges. 
An obvious objection was, its direct opposition to the fre
quent and urgent commands of the Court of Directors, uot 
to engage in offensive wars of any description, and to con
fine the line of defensive operations to the territorial limits 
of themselves and allies. The reasons, too, upon which the 
war was grounded ; a dispute about the paj’ment of nn in
considerable sum of money, and tho benefit of conquest, to 
which that dispute afforded the only pretext; might well

m Ini) (ci
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X J ^ ^ ir ^ a sp ic io u s  foundation. When the new govern- BOOK V. 
menttiegan the exercise of its authority, the intelligence chap. n.
had not arrived of the treaty with Fyzoolla Khan ; and an — —----
existing war apposed to demand its earliest determina- 1 7 7 i - 

tions. To throw light upon the field of deliberation, the 
new Councillors required that tho correspondence should 
he laid before them, which had passed between the Go
vernor-general (such is the title by which tho President 
was now distinguished), and the two functionaries, the 
commander of the troops, and the agent residing with tho 
Vizir. And when they were informed that a part indeed 
of this correspondence should be submitted to tljeir in
spection, but that a part of it would also be withheld,itheir 
surprise and dissatisfaction were loudly testified, their in
dignation and suspicions but little concealed.

As reasons for suppressing a part of the letters, Mr.
Hastings alleged, that they did not relate to public busi
ness, that thoy were private confidential communications, 
and not fit to become public.

It is plain that this declaration could satisfy none hut 
men who had the most unbounded confidence in the pro
bity and wisdom of Mr. Hastings ; and as the new Coun
cillors neither had that confidence, nor had been in cir
cumstances in which thoy could possibly have acquired it 
on satisfactory grounds, they were not only justified in 
demanding, but their duty called upon thorn to demand a 
full disclosure. The protons ion erected by Mr. Hastings, 
if extended into a general rule, would destroy one great 
source of the evidence by which the guilt ot public men 
can be proved: and it was calculated to rouse a suspicion 
of his improbity in uuy breast not fortified again M it by 
the strongest evidence of his habitual virtue.1 botlimg 
could be more unfortunate for Mr. Hastings than Ins war

-  ■  V I !v  -O iii lr  m e  1 t h e  r e t e n t io n  o f  t h e  c o r n " :  ••m le n e o ,
' Tho D irect™  not: on ly conn which were never on  ved ; hut

tnnl sent repeated l ^ e r v 'o r  . . T l l 0  conduct of our Uto
a m ip n e d  the very princ k  t 0  lustra. tan.- fur
C on n .il, MV they, m en « . Suj i-a l-'lo .v ’n. withont e r h  r.n.M hein
Mr. Mill lUton os n'-Ont aUI> r.)r and upprrUtU.ii. t o  very
to In-subm itted to th T * J ,rca inn , Unit no such independent or
Improper. And i t  o  ®  rt..l0Pgared. to nnv Governor, or Mombor ot Connell,
• o r - i r . i t r  a u t h o r -ty  > » »  1 • , ....  a l l  m . t r . t n I .  n -  to  !»■ >• x  - iR e n ls
o r  t o  n n y  o t h e r  j W M  '  ' « • * « ’ , ,  ;  r l l .  o f t l ic  M- r e ,  h e fo r o
he lot-1 before tin- I.OUK . . o n t  . . .  ..........  ltv Jyth L c .e iu lr e r , 1775,
t h e y  b e  r o r r i c d  Into o x c e n t io n .  I n n ..r  
n u n  Kepjrt. uc supra, Appon iiv. No. *»•
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BOOK. V. against the Rohillas, and the suppression of his corrc- 
cnAi-. u. spondence with Mr. Middleton. The first branded his 

— administration with a mark, which its many virtues were 
O ' b never able to obliterate, of cruel and unprincipled aggres

sion ; and the second stained him with a natural suspicion 
of personal impurity. Both together gave his rivals those 
advantages over him which rendered his subsequent admi
nistration a source of contention and misery, and involved 
him in so groat a storm of difficulties and dangers at its 
close.

Of the Council, now composed of five Members, the three 
who had recently come from England joined together in 
opposing the Governor-General, who was supported by 
Mr. Harwell alone. This party constituted, therefore, a 
majority of the Council, and tile powers of government 
passed in consequence into their hands. The precipitation 
of their measures called for, and justified, tho animadver
sions of their opponents. Having protested against the 
suppression of any part of Middleton’s correspondence 
they were not contented with commanding that., as at 
least a temporary expedient, his letters should bo wholly 
addressed to themselves: they voted his immediate recull; 
though Hastings declared that such a measure would dan
gerously proclaim to the natives the distractions of the 
government, and confound tho imagination of the Vizir, 
who had no conception of power except in the head of the 
government, and who would consider tho annihilation of 
that power as a revolution in the state. The governing 
party, notwithstanding their persuasion of tho injustice 
and cruelty of the Rohilla war, and notwithstanding their 
ignorauco whether or not it was brought to a eloso, directed 
tho Commander-in-chief, in the first place, immediately 
upon receipt of their letter, to demand payment from tho 
Vizir of the forty lacks of rupees promised for the extir
pation of tho Rohillas,1 and of all other sums which might

1 On the bmipc’sl'lon  o f the injustice o f th e rtolilllo war, these forty laeka 
oiu;ht to lmv« 1 *cn puld, not to I lie f ’ompnnv, li.o  «“ l,!* ;i'ill>-: i - , \.
«l• iw U on^lit t>* lii»vo Ikvii com pelled to rcMoru the nnhnpjiy >vlui <. n n ltir  
hom e*, mid to  niukc coniponvitl.in. Uni neither tin' w lm ,Un, ()
r  ill nil Iri. |W\U’I .<-1 f iu -m iik 'iit , tlioUk'li tli'V rojifobnlcit tint Krihlllit ;‘v„ , , 
nor tin- Court of J'invtm :.. . Iimmli fliny itolemnly • omh-mti.-il U .t . ( l m i, ,i <l 

(or tin: rcal>initH,’i nf the exprtlrlnl1 '1 nod plundered llo ln n .i, ■ §,tJ* a 
liw tU n ^ u f i'i'iii|»ttiMtl hi ftn* ih tir  Iu m , «»r nllovlnltoii to tlmlr ihK t I<*. «>i«
•ml of tlialr own ri vein.p*, or .......... of Mu' Vlrir. Tin* ory 4 l*ont luMleo. tlivrii.
f » i n u c iioop virtue lo  t iic u j; mui tJu-y wore no m uch the ii i* e \m t , ||,]u

Xâe ■ G°ix
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^ ^ d a ^ ip o n  his other engagements. Provided a real ina- BOOK. V. 
bility was apparent, he might accept not less than twenty chap. u .
lacks, in partial payment, and securities for the rem ainder,-----------
in twelve months. And they directed him in the second 1" 1 
place, to conduct the troops within fourteen days out of 
the Iiohilla country, into tlio ancient territory of Oude ; 
and in case the Vizir should refuse compliance with tlio 
prescribed demands, to withdraw the troops entirely from 
his service, and retire within the limits of the Company’s 
dominions. Before the despatch of these instructions, 
intelligence arrived of the treaty with Fyzoolla Khan ; of 
the payment of fifteen lacks by the Vizir, from the share 
of Fyzoolla Khan’s effects ; of his return to his capital, for 
the declared purpose of expediting payment to the Com
pany of the sums which he owed ; and of tho intention of 
the English army to march back to Ramgaut, a Rohilla 
town near the borders of Oude. In consideration of these 
events the Governor-General proposed to suspend tho 
peremptory demands of money, and the order for tho re
call of the troops ; and to proceed with more leisure and 
forbearance. But every motion from that quarter in favour 
of the Vizir was exposed to the suspicion of corrupt and 
interested motives ; and the proposal was rejected. Tlio 
directions to tho Commander were no further modified, 
than by desiring him to wait upon the Vizir at his capital, 
and to count the fourteen days from the date of his inter
view. The Governor-General condemned tho precipitation 
of tho pecuniary domand as harsh, impolitic, and contrary 
to those rules of delicacy, which were proscribed by tho 
directors for their transactions with the native princes, 
and which prudence and right feeling prescribed in all 
transactions; and he arraigned the sudden recall of tho 
troops as a breach of treaty, a violation of the Company’s 
faith tantamount to a declaration that ail engagements 

i’ the Vizir were annulled, and affonling to him a 
motive and pretence for eluding payment of tho debts 
which if his alliance with the Company continued, it 
would he his interest to discharge. Doth parries wrote

thin tin Vlfir .mil Mr. Il.nl torn, U»t «> i'l 1
t e r *  £ t  . . *  >■ ..  - ! , .  »•
t'lliul
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Tt^Qiio'VJ-'Hie strongest representations of their separate viows of 
chai’. li. these circumstances to the Directors ; and the observa- 

( tions of one party called forth replies from the other,
'' ■ to a mischievous consumption of the time and attention, 

both in England and in India, of those on whose undi
vided exertions the right conducting of the government 
depended.1

Shortly after his return from the expedition against the 
Rohillas, Suja-ad-dowla, the Vizir, whose health was already 
broken, began to show symptoms of a rapid decay, and ex
pired in the beginning of 1775, when his only legitimate 
son, who assumed tho title of Asoff-ul-dowla, succeeded 
without opposition to the Subahduree of Oude. Mr. Mid
dleton had already returned, and Mr. Bristow was now 
sent to supply his place at tho residence of tho new 
Nab, .L,. I ho majority in Council resolved to obtain from 
tile 8,.", with uU possible despatch, the sums of money 
duo by the father, but to consider all engagements by ’ 
which they were bound to tlio late Nabob as dissolved bv 
bis death, and to make any assistance, which they might 
hereafter afford his successor, the result of new purchases 
and payments. A treaty was at last arranged on the SIM 
of May, by which it  was agreed, that the Company should 
guarantee to Asoff-ul-dowla, the provinces of Corah and 
Allahabad, which had been sold to his father; but that 
tho Nabob in return should cede to the Company the ter
ritory of the Raja Cheyto Sing, Zemindar of Benares, 
yielding a revenuo of 22,10,000 rupees ; that he should 
raise the allowance for the service of the Company’s bri- 
gado to 2,00,000 rupees per month ; and should pay, as 
tm y fell due, tho pecuniary balances upon the engage
m ent. r.t Hio lute Vizir. Mr. Hastings refused his sanc
tion to tlta n of theso terms, e i iim ;i.-blunt wit h
any eijiiitablo construction of tbo treaty with the late 
V i / ,  r, extorted from tho mere necessities of the young 
Nabob, and beyond his power to fulfil. Tho conduct of 
the Directors was poouliar. In their letter of the i5th  

- ■ oMHkihg, upon the resolution 0f ,
■See Die ];n."jmi'ntr in tin- A ppendix, Ko«. 44, 4 \  and 40 o f tlm lifth  

J 'H . ' v;, in t r  r.i. li ■ ore* a im  t„ to  ii.m i.l in 41(0 M inus--i i i l v,,1 
*" lit). »• <1 i- tl.i lit - ..f i'on>..'i t.n Hjc < » •  • cli ; n n j onre u,

1 ' >’* lv. .u .1. • fxhiLll«.d on Hi • Inal of Mr. UmIIi.i.-, in \v. ■-
m liiiu i lu l l .
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^ t liT E lfto  disregard the treaties concluded with the late BOOK V. 
Nabob of Oude, they say, “ Although the death of Suju-ad- ciur. n. 
dowla may render it necessary to make new arrangements 
with his successor, wo cannot agree with our Council, that 
our treaties with the State of Oude expired with the death 
of that Nabob.” When they were made acquainted how
ever with the new grant of revenue, and the now allowance 
on account of the troops, they say, in their letter of the 
24th of December, 1776, “It is with singular satisfaction 
we ob serv e  at any time .the attention paid by our servants 
to the groat interests of their employers; and it is with 
particular pleasure we here signify our entire approbation 
of the late treaty concluded with Asoff-ul-dowla, suc
cessor of Suja-ad-dowla, by which such terms are pro
cured as seoui to promise us solid and permanent advan
tages.” 1

The new Board of Administration had early announced 
to the distant Presidencies, tha t it had assumed the reins 
of government, and was vested with controlling power 
over all the British authorities in India. It had u!s-> re
quired from each of the Presidencies a representation 
of its political, financial, and commercial situation; and 
found a scene opened at Bombay, which it requires a notice 
of some preceding circumstances rightly to unfold.

The Mahratta sovereigns, or llojas, were assisted, accord
ing to the Hindu institution, by a council ol eight Bmh- 
mens, who shared among them the principal offices ol the 
state - The official name of the chief of this council was 
Peahwa, upon whom the most 'important parts .it the 
business of government devolved. According as the plea
sures the iudulenoe, or the incapacity of the sovereign 
withdrew him from the management of affairs, the import
ance of this principal servant was increased ; and a pro
portionable share of the dignity and power ol the eove- 
reigu passed into his bauds. In a rude slate of socioiy, it 
appears not to bo difficult for the influence and digmti ot 
the servant to outgrew that of the master, who ’ 
too weak to resume the power which ho has unpiudently

. ran  Witt. 1. *Mr
" n i iM a V w m i  « l » r  « « ; » ! . ,  *»*«■ See tour.

Mahrettitt. 1. 836.—W.
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X ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ J g v o iv e j ,  The minister leaves his office and ascendancy 
>nAtA»v t 0 his son ; the son makes it  hered itary ; and the sove- 

j j - -  reign, divested of all bu t the name of king, sinks into an 
empty pageant. Such was the course of events in the 
case of the mayor of the palace in France, in th a t of the 
C h u - v u a  in Tunquin,1 * and such it  was, besides other cases, 
in tha t of tho Peshwa, among the Mahrattas. In  the reign 
of the Raja Sahoo, who was but third in succession from 
Sivajee, Viswanath Balajee had raised himself from a low 

• situation in life to  the rank of Peshwa. Sahoo was a 
prince devoted to ease and to pleasure ; and the supreme 
powers were wielded, with little check or limitation, by 
V iswanath Balajee. He assumed the name of Rao Pundit, 
th a t is, chief of the Pundits, or learned Brahmens, and 
made the Raja invest him with a s i r p a j t ,  or robe of office,3 
a ceremony which ever since has marked the succession of 
the Peshwas, and appeared to confer the title. Viswanath 
was able to leave his office and power to his son Bajerao 
who still further diminished the power of the sovereign ; 
and finally allowed'him not so much as liberty. The R;, j,,’ 
"was confined to Satarali, a species of state prisoner; while 
the Peshwa established his own residence at Poona, which 
henceforth became the seat of government. Tho brother 
of Bajerao, Jumnajee Anna, though a Brahmen, led tho 
ibices of the state j he attacked the Portuguese settlements 
in the neighbourhood of Bombay ; and added Salsotte and 
llassein to the conquests of the Mahrattas. The family of 
the Peshwa prided themselves in these acquisitions ; 
affected to consider them as their own, rather than tho 
property of the state ; and showed a violent attachment 
to thorn, as often as, either by force or negotiation, the 
alienation of them was attempted. The vicinity of these 
territories to ttie British settlements at Bombay, brought 
tho iutcrcsts of the Company in contact with tho.se of tho 
Mahrattas ; and the terms of a commercial and maritime 
intercourse were somewhat inaccurately framed. Bajerao 
left a sou, named Bno, who was slain in the battle of Pauipu t; 
and Jumnajee Anna, his brother, loft two sons, Nanali,

1 See ih c  K aposi St it '"tiqac <lu T unkin , pnl>linli <1 In T.ondon, in  1811, from
1 ho papers o f M. do lo Hi ■•taviii re, a l-vvncli m isilonury, who had spent tw en ty- 
six yenr« In tho country

a 'I lie Slrpa is  au honorary dress, not particularly a robe o f  office.— W.
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cr& Sulso Bajeo Rao, ami Ragouaut Rao, with the former BOOK V. 
of whom, as Peshwa, the Presidency of Bombay, in 1730, chap. ii.
concluded a treaty. The Mahrattas agreed to exclude the ----------
D u t c h  from all intercourse with their dominions, and to 1"°* 
give up Fort Vittorio, Ilematgur, and Bancote, in ex
change for Gheriah, which the English had taken from 
Angria the pirate. In 1701, Bajee Rao, or Nanah, died, 
of grief, it is said, for the death of Bao, and loft two sons, 
the oldest Madhoo Rao, the other Narrain Rao, both 
minors. The hereditary succession of the Peshwas had 
now so firm an establishment that tho title of Madhoo 
was not disputed ; and the burden of government, during 
the minority of his nephew, devolved upon Ragonaut Rao, 
more commonly known by the name of Ragoba.1

It bad fared with the Mahratta government, as it com
monly fares with extended dominion under tho rude policy 
of tho East. The government of the provinces was con
fided to tho chief military leaders, and the more distant 
and powerful of them, as the vigour of the central govern
ment relaxed, acquired independence. Of these iude- 
pendencies, the most important by far was that of the 
Bhonslas, which, together with Cuttuek, a part of Orissa, 
included tho whole of the vast province, or region of

» This short account in tho text of the rise of tho p wn- of tho Peshwa and 
of hn descendants, i-, a aeries ot in ic i. racks. The usurpation "• *11 real 
powt r by the lVihwa did not take pi.ice till the death of Kl.a.« Ita.la, a>nl was 
nut tho work of Viawaunth. Ho wan nut •.ucceedcd, ns a mutt r of course, by 
ids ikthrao, who was no', npp-diite-I I'csliwa until sev, 1 months at' V 
his father’s death, and his son, n -croud Uajlrao. h> whom the ascendancy 
was obtained, succeeded to the < rtico of I’eshwa only after muuo opposition.
Hi i au'CrOndizcincnt was m aterially owiutf to Shan's !m\ inc fallen Into u :-tato 
ot m ental im becility tonic tiiuo before hi* death, and to Ills baring left no 
su n - s«or. Itaja knm . who was placed upon the throne, and w as a tfr.md.vin 
of S n a il, had Iren  kept concealed tam n. u ut $h:i--V. reign, and som e doubts 
of Ills right to the succession were enh-ruined. 1 lie re-hw .i's a vn ry  in his 
m re .'ioti necessarily gave additional power to the m inister. With respect to 
Lhc U f*tnd »!lti o f  the Hu! lUjirao tl.» Mln.le.t- rrrran-u- .

l; iiiau left no son named ban, nor were the sons of his brother, w h o «  
pnM.tr nnmr 1, CliUimajl A|-pn, rimttil lltjlr .- . a-ttl 11.1 ,-..'. till, Titov v t v -  »; 
la c ln n l i:ln"inn]f»M »iti,but Hujn;■ a : llic reu.ivl llajlrou boli.tf Jh lingniw  oil
from  111.  (iithor liv t'lO ittrm But...... I l f  U nit l..i ■. ... mini ■■..«*. ll; I'lwo.
■
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B0O.^}V -̂ er'u ■ 'I he next in point of magnitude, of the separate 
wtatTh. Mahratta kingdoms, was the province of Guzerat, which
“ 1_, " ' teen  wrested from the Mogul empire by Pillajec

Guicawar, or the herdsman, and its government rendered 
hereditary in his family. Besides these independent 
princes, two chiefs, Holkar and Sindia, possessed extensive 
dominions in the province o f Malwa, and in the regions 
bordering on the territories of the Raja of Borar and the 
Nabob-vizir. And there were inferior adventurers, who in 
other parts had acquired a sort of independence, among 
whom the most remarkable was Morari Rao,' who lmd 
acted a considerable part in the long struggle between 
the 1' ranch and English in the Carnatic, and possessed the- 

r L°f  ®.ootl with a considerable district on the frontier 
of the Nizaru. All these powers acknowledged a nominal 
dependence upon the government founded by Sivaii - and 
a sort of national feeling was apt to unite them against a 
foreign enemy. But their connexion was voluntary and 
they scrupled not to draw their swords against one'’ano
ther, and even against the Peshwa, upon anv provocation 
0 1  prospect that would have engaged them in hostilities 
with a different foe.

The Brahmen council of eight, known also by tho name 
of Mutseddie^ or ministers, had been reduced to a low 
station in tho government, during the vigour of the pre
ceding Peshwas. The weak and divided councils of a 
minoi l t y  and legency offered a tempting opportunity to 
endeavour the recovery of the influence which they lmd 
lost. By intriguing with Gopicaboy, the mother of Mad- 
hoo, they succeeded in creating jealousies between the 
nephew and the uncle ; and in the end tho uncle was 
shipped of his power. Tho Wutseddics and Gopicaboy 
ascribed to Regonaut Rao a design to elevate himself ta  
tho office of Peshwa, and treacherously to deprive his 
nephew of their dignity or their lives. The Rogont de
scribed b'S opponents as an ambitious confederacy, leagued 
with a dissolute intriguing woman for the purpose of 
grasping the powers of the state. The account of the 
transaction which the ministers themselves drew up for

1 Fit* o: a  fam ily h igh ly  ri I ntingu tailed In Mfllirftltfi h tatorr, and waft 
M‘ r«<iicir* so iu p iitl. <.r (’om nm niliT-in-Chlcf, l i l t  relinquished tataclaini for k 
UII itorlid grant frutn th e Kuja.— W
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government1 * is marked with strong impro- BQOK V. 
babilities. Hitherto, moreover, the members of the Peshwa c h a p .  n .  
family, instead of supplanting, had acted with the greatest 
harmony in supporting, their head. And if Ragonaut Rao 17'°* 
had aimed at the supremacy, of which no other token ap
pears than the accusation of his enemies, prudence would 
have taught him, either to usurp the authority from the 
beginning ; or to leave but little time for his nephew to 
gather strength. After the fall of Ragoba, the power of 
Mutseddics, during the nonage of Madhoo, was without 
control; and they employed it, after tho manner of Hindus, 
for the acquisition of enormous riches. As the years 
however, of the Peshwa increased, he displayed some vigour 
of mind, and began to restrict the power of this cabal; but 
died at an early age in 1772.3 At his death he bore a tes
timony to the fidelity of Ragoba, or his distrust of the 
ministerial confederacy, by releasing that relation from 
confinement ; giving him the guardianship of Narrain 
Ron ; and vesting him with the regency during tho nonago 
of that prince. A short time elapsed before the intrigues 
of the Mutseddics with Gopicaboy, and tho influence of 
Qopicaboy with her son, stripped Ragoba a second time of 
his power and his liberty. Dissensions, however, arose 
among tho Mutseddics themselves. Siocaram Baboo, who 
had been raised by Ragoba from a menial service iu his 
household, to the office of Do wan, or financial minister of 
tho state, had taken the lead in ull tho preceding intrigues

i Sec Fifth tteport, nt supra. Appendix, No. 35.
a Wc now pt'Mcw buttr: author.ly  for these transact:'-ns, than that which 

has misled the test into nn imperfect ami incorrect rcl tiloti o f them. Vrom 
p n n"s Muhrutta llistorx. mi l C<>1. J'-riggs’ Seciet Correspondence o f the Court 
ol the Pcshwn, from 1701 to 1772. (Tr. H. As. Society, vol. ii. p. 109), consist
ing chiefly of M-idlm Kao’-' M a r s  " e  learn to uppreeute the t:li:tract**r of 
M iilhu lliu*, us an intelligent utui mniuble prince, who c msiiUrab'.y outlived  
tlie pcr.od of his ‘ nonage,’ dytnf at the age of tw enty-eight, and d'stingnish- 
in* Imnself bv ifreet abilities. I*>th in the cabinet ami the ilcld. Jib* uncle,
Httcobit w is a  rest less ambitions prince, pernetually endeav-'Uring to usurp 
the suoreuiiicy, and ocrasitmallv cffcctlnK Ills purpose, t.v his nophow'a 
anviotr n»t ..'es|nw ! the stut- tn sUmpt. trow  w liln.nl. intt-Mi'u- di.s.-n- 

. ■ P i  r  sh e a  till .Illv ' Shi d Ins m ill.urn  , mi.l I hi> likis
... h u tnever failed 6 > treat him with i..iliu lcrat on. ami. n< menllont .1
S S I ^ V a .  W « n c lW  lo him at lit . d e .th . Tho td«ht ‘ » .a h « « M  to  
in o n i  ill Vhe'civil 'll- r,l is a-vrlbol. It* I c  irj I th e to .1.. v.tl> il. " ■ Va-llm  
in. . „ i .... u i, , .  whole confidence In Nana 1 um arves. and Iho • oiftl.t m inis- 

(uicv wer* not il l  B rahm ins) nf the old Maliratta soiedilutlon had s c a n t  
t.. L" ist ’ '• Tin- usnrna oil ot tilt- llaja s auUinrity had su ic r w .lc i  that (it Ihc 
elitlitV nrdhan,."  Mahr. IIM  l l . i » s  osi'm ■•tin. , mini dors Cs-ss-n , I
..........  naincsl! were distinct from tho Furdham  ol diva. 1  ana Sliau.'
In. j m .— W.



1 ■ e° 5 \

against his former master, and had acted as cliiof of tho 
c h a p . it . ministerial combination.1 Another of the ministers, kow-
-----------  ever, Nanah Fumavese, now attained the foremost place

1775. in the favour of Gopieaboy and her son ; and the principal 
share of the power appeared ready to fall from the hands 
of Siccaram Baboo. In these circumstances a conspiracy 
was formed against the life of tho young Pe.shwa, who is 
■said to liuvc rendered hiurself odious by his follies and 
cruelty. Tho commander of the guards was gained ; who 
forced his way into the paluco with a body of men, and 
cut down the prince in the apartment of Rugoba, to whom 
ho had Hod for protection. It. was believed in Poulin, 
at the time, according to tho report of Mr. Moslyn, 
tho Knglisdi resident, who was upon the sp o t; that a party 
of the ministers were engaged in this transaction; and 
that Siccaram Baboo was at their head. It is to them  
that R.tgoba himself ascribed both tho conception and exe
cution of the plot. But whon the party of Siccaram 
Baboo regained the ascendancy, and chased Itagoba from 
the throne, they accused him of having alone boon iho 
author of his nephew’s murder, and repelled or shifted the 
accusation from themselves.2

Upon the death of Narrain Rao, Itagoba was immediately 
acknowledged Pesliwa; received the sirpah, or robe of of
fice, from the pageant Itaja; and was complimented by the 
ministers of foreign states, among others by tho English 
resident, in the same form as was usually observed on tho

1 Sukaram  najtoo w ho had been nom inated  by Madlm Rao, as his brother's 
prim - ironistcr. V,as <-i a  respectable MahratM riescent, and was cho.-eri e s 
p ecia lly , because lie was m ore Invourab'y disposed tow ards liaffonuth than  tlio 
other m in is te r .. liuvlnu, acted under h im , not In a nn ulal cap acity , but as h is 
Kitrkc.on and D e w m , . .nhdentiiil m anager o f h is affair. , and cniuii., nder of 
hla flnroaa. D uff. II. *4*.

J | rom tin* inform ition c'lUeeto-l by Cupt. Duff, thorn l-i tlltlo dnubt ttml 
Kaiam lUo wu-* munlerrd m comof|i|eilro nf n pint which nriplnubil with 
Hi math, to r#‘i« is- l.inimlf fmiinJuUmtiuii, rnul make Ills uuphdw «upliu m 
In* stead. Such he shit. . was the mot la rate and amoral opinion D"*\\ .1 . iM,i I l.fti i ,  l united fa ta lly  for N ara lit  It • I* attribu ted  t.. Urn 
m i .  iU ’ r r n i ’*’ o f  «  r » r , o n  n o t  n o i m d  111 r lu i II i t ,  l u l l  w h o  w » «  I " " " '  lon p ln  M « l  
In l)io iliw oiuii'iiv l. in . in  tlio undo and liis  nophow,. than w iyoihor iwrton ;
D ll wn,  ................ I I . .  I l l"  vrif.. ..I Hu lu u n lll. w li"  II I '-  ’I ' I '."-"1 I "1'"""1

1. .........  ' < "  p ik a  11,0 . Ill,, n in lll. r ..t .. ..........  K .”  'l l" s " 1 > "  1. 1" .
Il« ln-lllJ ll.v n»i • I :. lit P, ll.U.11.1111. - . I#- lowllla III III.

d ia t u r b a n c e .  in it io  r l / l u g  th o r n  t o  M-ir*' N r irn lu  Ibo*. m t o  uti " r . l iu  f e e  M III imt
n , 11  '.I - . i n f ,  « .„ .t . )• .n 1 • bo m u n i. m l  m

l b .  l a t h  v i  nr . . f  M r  am - I l l ,  I III. 1  n . i . -  l l i e v  .I u b o y ,  h u t  III* f e . ' l i l ^ n  .u „ |  
tit it i o i . l ,  l i t  in l ( . .c m  u - i - i . m i n i s .  l h  " a s  .TtliM 'tiiin ale  (-• h is
i, ,iUiiM , k ,„u t i 'h u  il'.me iu* . .nd nil but h i. ciicniii - lured him. Huff.
ii. dfto.—tv

(ei
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' a&feSewm of a Peshwa. From the beginning of his admi- BOOK V. 
nistration the new Peshwa acted with a visible distrust of chap. i i . 
the Mutseddies. He forbore appointing Siccaram Baboo “
to the office of Dewan, and performed the duties of it him- 
self This conduct ensured him tho hatred of the mini
sters. An army seemed the best security against their 
ambition and malice ; and under the pretext of avenging 
(he ,.,„Mouohi"cnts which the Subahdur of tho Deccan, tho 
Nizam according to the English phrase, had made upon
the Muhratta territories during the confusions of ........
vemmont, he levied an army against, that neighbouring 
prince. A union however was formed between tho two 
hostile parties of the Mutseddies; his principal ofiieore 
were debauched from their allegiance ; and through their 
treachery, he sustained, in an engagement with the Sub- 
ahdar, a total defeat.1 To supply liis pecuniary necessities, 
which were extremely urgent, he marched towards tile 
south, to oxaot a long arrear of Ohuut from Hydor, and 
from the Nabob of Aroot. With Hydor ho had compro
mised his claim, by accepting twenty-live lacs of rupees, 
and ceding to him in return tho three provinces of Mud- 
gewarry, Ilansoootali, and Chundordroog. But lie was re- 
called from prosecuting his design against Mohammed Ali, 
by intelligence, that tho ministerial confederacy had raised 
ail army; Unit they were joined by tho forces of the 
Suhahdar; that they hud proclaimed ttie widow of Nanain 
Eoa to be with child ; and under pretence of securing her 
offspring, had earned her to the fort of Pooruuder. Kagoba 
met, and, by a well-concerted stratagem, gained a decisive 
victory over liis foes. But after lie was withiu a few miles 
of Poona, lie was struck with a panic, upon intelligence, 
that the two otiiofs, Hetkar and Sindia, were gained by tho 
ministerial putty ; ami ipiiltbig his army in secret with a
small bully of men, ho lied to lluzeml, where Uevltld Hue 
Quicuwar engaged to ..upporl, him Ilia army dispersed ;
Ib.lkar and Sindia. whether l"vvi.m»ly engaged, or now led 
to the determination, joined the lliulliucti cabal ; the 
widow of Narrain Rao was aai.l to have bom. delivered of

s K ; r . s & r r ... . t r r  i - . .
R n ld u it . (UunS«a on (olio  InlUnm Uoil. ImOf, 11 W.

' e°5px
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; and the confederacy agreed to support the preten- 
* cuAP.Tn sions of the infant.

— ------- - The fact of the birth was immediately disputed ; and it
1775. i s evident that the affirmation of the ministers ought to 

have been for ever disregarded ; because, whether or not a 
child was born of the widow, and whether a male or female, 
their conduct and pretences would have still been the 
same. By withdrawing the pretended mother from the 
perception or disinterested witnesses; and by shutting up 
with her, as was generally affirmed and believed, a numbei 
of pregnant women in the same fort, they rendered it im
possible that evidence of the reality of the pretended birth 
could ever be obtained ; and for that reason it ought never 
to have been believed.1

At the time when Ragoba fled to Guzerat, the country 
was distracted by the rival pretentions of the two brothers 
Futty Sing Guicawar, and Govind Ruo Guicawar. In the 
tim e of tho Peshwa, Mfldhoo Rao, Futty -Sing, by means it 
was said of bribes, to the ministerial junto, obtained, 
through the authority of the Peshwa, succession to the 
Musnud of Guzerat, in prejudice of his elder brother

1 T his is tt very  extraordinary a r g u m e n t: it  is adm itted  th a t the birth o f a  
ch ild  w as probable, and y e t  it is asserted , that th e fact ought n ever to lm ve 
U c n  believed , because it w as im possible to prove Its occurrence by actual 
testim on y. Even if  th is w ere true, it would not be a reasonab le ground of 
d isb elief; bu t it was not tr u e , for there was abundant ev id en ce ; and a lthough  
an in terest In m aking out a  case m ay be a reason for receiving such testim ony  
w ith  caution , it is  not a  valid  p ica  for its  u tter rejection . Such fastid iousness 
w ould  render alm ost e v c iy  duubtful m atter incapable o f proof. T he present 
case, how ever, is w h o lly  m is-stated . T here w as not on ly evidence, but un- 
iraped' liable ev idence, fr o m  inform ation furnished  by G eneral B riggs. 
appears that ltago bn had tw o V a k ee ls  at P urandhar im m ediate ly  after m e 
y ou n g  l»eslr.\a s birth, and h is ow n  d anghrer, B urg* B ye, the wife <»i l  al1" 
du rang lia ii ill w tnk ar, w as in th e room at th e m om ent o f the in fa n ts  m h o . 
She anil her husband, with rcw  ral oth er persons, had been  brought t<» l  u- 
raiuthnr, ami w ere detained  there by N ana l  urnave e , that there n n g o i w  
no doubt about the birth . (.ap t. ]>ulf rem arks, thut the only clrcu iiisU i i>- 
whtch shod any su  pici- n upon the ev en t, w as, the n«;(enibhigc o 
p regnant w om en in the fort r e s -. w ith  the inten tion , os it w as o m i 1  . , .
•orted .t -t if G unpa B ye hould be delivered  of a g . i l .  « n.ulo ; h 

Ik: substitute d for it An equally  p lausib le report, how ever, * atL '  '
1, w ere u» M1II.W  tl.u l n " 'l-rm rae m ight lx- sc lc c te .lln .i ii  1 - -

W lw tc .c r  * v  1 "  c .iu .1- nf tl .i .  arra i.K im .n t, Uetwral 
n eith er Ragonatfc Our h h  p u n y  ever d isra ted  the v , ,  , r '

JV hw a'iC ; iluo. U heiloiilit*  rei.-ir liiu: h> • h.r:b ,,r[v| naU'Ĉ 'V \  \\  \!'C ^ l *1 Vi'j 

notion that the m inister;, were Ilr.ihm uns.—-W.
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Xv̂ ivlftti/ Kao.1 When tho office of Peshwa, however, de- BOOK Y. 
volved upon Ragoba, he acknowledged the title of Govind ciiap. ri.
Itao. Govind Bao proceeded to levy war upon his hi other; ---------—
had gained over him various successes in the lield ; and 177^ 
was actually- besieging him in his capital city of Brodorah, 
when Itagoba came to claim his protection.-3

It so happened that a similar contention at tho same 
moment divided the kingdom of Berar, and ranged one of 
the rivals on the side of Itagoba, the other on that of his 
adversaries. Jaunajeo, tho late Raja, died without issue.
He had two brothers, Shabajee the elder, Moodajee the 
younger. Jaunajeo, before his demise adopted the son of 
Moodajee, then a minor, and named him his successor.
Shabajee and Moodajee disputed to whom the guardianship 
of the minor, and the regency of tho kingdom, should 
belong. Shabajee claimed as the elder brother; Moodajee, 
as the parent of the Raja. And to determine their pre
tentions they involved the country in a violent and de
structive war.3

In looking therefore to the neighbouring powers, there 
was none from which Ragoba could expect so much sup
port as from tho English at Bombay. To them, accord
ingly, ho oflerod terms of alliance. And there existed cir
cumstances, in tho state of that Presidency, which iudueod 
tho mombors of the government to lend a favourable ear 
to his proposals. Salsetto and Bussoin, with their depen
dencies, had beon strongly coveted for some years. In 
the letter to the President and Council of Bombay, dated 
the 18th of March, 1708, tho Directors said, “ We recom
mend to you, in the strongest manner to use your endea 
vours, upon every occasion that may offor, to obtain these 
places, which we should esteem a valuable acquisition.
We cannot directly point out the mode of doing it, but 
rather wish they could be obtained by purchase than war.”-*
In the following year they expressed high approbation of

i The oircuinstoucM  of ttio dispute are very differently told  by Outr, li.

Tu'tiio docum ents adduced in the Fifth Iteport, ut supra, adit the uneo- 
d o te i related by a man who hud ulocm to the n  n vusutl. it ol' the l> • iumnnud 
o f liia countrym en, Mr. Jumosi Forbes, la  his Oriental .MemoIra, tho Uncouth  
and tw o su lw iquunt chapters. ,

j  It was not of lunK duration, Sab.^e j  \v«j k illed In action early  Ln 17«6.
Main-, l i .  t. li. d lo . — W.

‘ Fifth It.port, A ppendix, N o. 47.

' G°W\



x'sjj3 0 Kg$Xan attempt to obtain them by negotiation; and add, 
c h a p . ii. “ Salsette and Bassein, with their dependencies, and the
---------- - Mahrattas’ proportion of the Surnt provinces, were all that

R75. we seek for on that side of India. These are the objects 
you are to have in view, in all your treaties, negotiations, 
and military operations,—and that you must be ever 
watchful to obtain.” 1 * In more earnest prosecution of the 
same design, Mr. Mostyn arrived from England, in 177-, 
with instructions from the Court of Directors, that lie 
should be sent immediately' to negotiate with Madhoo I!ao, 
the Peshwa, for certain advantages to the settlements on 
the coast of Malabar, and above all for the cession of the 
island and peninsula of Salsette and Bassein, which added 
so much to the security and value of Bombay. The result 
of this negotiation tended only to show that, pacifically 
at least, the coveted spots were very unlikely to be ob
tained.

In the mean time tho Presidency had engaged them
selves in a dispute with tho Nabob of Baroach, upon whom 
they advanced a demand for the [ihoorza, a species of 
tribute, formerly yielded by Baroach to the government of 
Surat;3 and for indemnification of an overcharge in the 
customs, which for the six preceding years had boon levied 
on the merchants trading under the Company’s protection. 
The. more effectually to enforce the demand, a body of 
troops was sent to invade the Nabob’s territory ; but after 
proceeding so far as to attack his capital, they7 were obliged 
to abandon the enterprise, and return to Surat. This ex
pedition tho Directors condemned in the severest terms ; 
as involving the Presidency in expense, when it. was under 
t.ho greatest pecuniary difficulties; as unskilfully con- 
duetod ; as disgracing tlio Company’s arms ; and. oven if 
successful, promising no proportional advantage. The «u- 
prouie authority, weakened by it.-1 distance, prevented not 
the subordinate from raising a new expedition out ol tlio 
first. The Nabob of Baroach, despairing of his power to 
re-ii.t the anus of the Company, repaired to Bombay, and 
represented his inability to comply with their heavy de
mand, amounting to thirty-three lucks of rupees. Among

i Mali lliti-on. [i. O’. K.\tract .if n pen* rnl loiter, ilntcil ant Mnrcli, 1 e.u.
- .’■Mbit still . . . .  ri p l n ..i .u D .t ',ly  1*. •« M' • "l W;'51 Ii'iv.evur,

uw, in a ifiutt tncauurv, •uptiiUiiiit upon llio Coni puny.

W f l  (fiT
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^^fe-^Stfrous expedients to which lie had recourse for con- BOOK V. 
eiliating tho favour of the Bombay administration, and ob- chaf. i i . 
tabling a mitigation of their claims, ho recommended with — ^  
great assiduity the conquest of Guzerat; which he repre- 11 ‘ °- 

sented as easv, and promised to assist them with all his 
resources. The presidency lent him a very favourable car.
After great discussion, an arrangement was concluded at 
the end erf Mow mber, 1771. A species of military alliance ; 
a sum of four lacks of rupees to be paid by instalments ; 
the privilege of levying all duties on those who traded 
under the protection of the Company in the territory of 
Baroaeh ; the erection of an English factory ; and exclusion 
of all other Europeans excepting the Dutch, who had a 
previous establishment; were the advantages which the 
treaty promised to the English. Before the lapse of a year 
the Presidency began to accuse the Nabob of an intention 
to elude liis agreement. After the question was left un
determined iu the Committee, it was decided in the Coun
cil, with the censure of the Court of Directors on tho 
former expedition lying before them, to send an armament 
to chastise tbc Nabob, and wipe off the former disgrace of 
their arms. Now indeed the enterprise succeeded : tho 
Nabob was ruined ; and tbc Presidency settled the division 
of the revenues with Putty Sing on the same terms on 
which they had formerly been shared between the govern
ment of Guzerat and the Nabob.

The assassination of N&rrain Rao, and tho succession of 
Rugoba, announcing a weak and distracted government, 
appeared to the Council to present a favourable oppor
tunity for accomplishing an objoet which their honourable 
masters bad so much at heart, tbe possession of Snlsette 
mid Bassciu. In their select consultations, on the 17th of 
September, 1773, they agreed to instruct Mr. Mostyn, their 
resident at Poonah, to improve diligently every oircuiu 
stance favourable to the accomplishment of that event; 
and on no account whatever to leave tho Mahrotta capital.
Baroaeh, and several of the recent acquisitions, as tort 
Vittorio, and ltajaporc, were offered m exchange. M m  
t heir letter to the Directors, of the 12th of January, 17,4, 
the Council declare tho disappointment of all their endea
vour'; ; and tlmir opinion that no inducements would pre 
vail upon tho Mahrattas willingly to part with those ia-

‘ e°^ xI m (ct
IBw s  o f  t h e  p r e s id e n c y . U H L J
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BOOR YS'vpiirite possessions, so justly the object of the Compahy s 
clt*iti£-^desire. They next represent the violent distractions of
----- — the Mahratta government; and the opinion, which they

had received from Mr. Mostyn, that Ragoba would be 
either assassinated, or deposed. W ith this event, say they,
“ our treaties with the present government may be deemed 
at an end.” The violent competitions for the throne, and 
consequent weakness of the state, might afford them, re
leased as they would be from all engagements, an opportu
nity of acquiring those important possessions by what 
appeared to be the only means of acquiring them, force of 
arms; and they signify to the Court of Directors their de
termination not to lot the occasion be lost, provided their 
pecuniary situation would permit, and the circumstances 
of Ragoba, which some recent intelligence represented as 
not yet desperate, should be found to be such as the Resi
dent described.

After ihe despatch of this letter, Ragoba bad returned 
upon his enemies ; gained the victory, already mentioned,' 
over their forces in the field ; lied from his army to Quzo- 
r a t; and opened a negotiation with the Presidency; when 
towards the end of November, 177-1, intelligence was re
ceived at Bombay, from the Company’s resident at Goa, 
that great preparations were making by the Portuguese 
for the recovery of their lost possessions ; and, in particu
lar, of Salsette and Bassein. The accomplishment of tins 
project appeared to the Presidency not only to cut off all 
chance of making this favourite acquisition for the Com
pany, hut to give to the Portuguese tho command of the 
posses into the interior country, and tho power of harass
ing, by what imposts and restrictions they pleasod, tho 
trado of tin- Cuglish. They came, therefore, to the resolu
tion preventing, at all events, the fall of Salsotto and 
Bassein into the hands of tho Portuguese ; anil, fur that 
purpose, regarded no expedient so good as of taking pos
session themselves. It was agreed to signify to Ragoba, 
With whom ihey wore treating, that it was a line 
purely of precaution, and in no respect intended to inter
fere with his rights. To avoid an immediate rupture with 
the Mutseddies, the Resident was instructed to make to 
them a similar declination ; and to renounce all intention 

1 Vide .mpra, ]>. Oo4.
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Salsette and Bassein in opposition to the will BOOK V. 
® 1E e existing government at Poona. On the 12tlr of chap. i i .
-December a considerable force sot out from Bombay ; it  -----------
carried by assau lt the principal fort in Salsette on the 177s-

1
28th ; and, without further opposition, took possession of 
the island.1

The negotiation was not interrupted with Ragoba.
The Presidency regarded him as the rightful Peshwa.
They expected, and with good reason, that their assistance 
would place him, without much difficulty, on his throne ; 
and though he udhered with obstinacy to the possession 
of Salsotto and Bassein, ho offered territorial dominion 
aud revenue to a large amount in the neighbourhood of 
Surat. Amid these proceedings, arrived, on the 7th of 
December, the letter from the Supreme Council in Bengal, 
announcing the accession of the new government, and 
requiring an account of the state of the Presidency of 
Bomba)-. It was answered on the 31st, when accounts 
were rendered of the acquisition of Salsette and Bassein, 
of the negotiation with Ragoba, the intention of the Pre
sident and Council to grant him their assistance, and the 
reasons which guided thorn in these acts and determina
tions. In the interval between the adjustment and execu
tion of tho treaty with the Ragoba, ho wi\s brought to an 
action by the army of the Ministers ; deserted in the 
battle by a body of Arabs, on whom ho depended, and 
obliged to fly from the field with a small body of horse.
This disaster the majority of the Bombay Council doomed 
it an easy matter to retrieve ; as Ragoba still had powerful 
adherents; as the Ministers were neithor united nor 
strong ; and the union of the English troops with liis 
army would render him more than a mutch for his oppo
nents. They resolved, therefore, “ not to give up tho groat 
advantages which they were to reap by tho treaty, when 
so fair an opportunity occurred," Ragoba made his way to 
Surat, and a treaty wai concluded on tho 6th of March,
1776,'by which he now yielded up Sals,etc and Bassein, 
with tho Mahratta share of tho revenues of Baroach aud 
other places in the district of Smut, to tho amount, iqion 
the whole, of a revenue of twenty-two and a half lacks of 
rupees. His army, with that of Goviud hue, made good 

1 Fifth Report, ut Ba.<ra, r- <®.



leir retreat to tlie fort of Copperwange, about fifty coss 
c r iA r .  n .  from Cambay, and were joined by the English, under the
—  ------ command of Colonel Keating, on the 19th of April. The

-1" 5- detachment consisted of eighty European artillery, and
160 artillery Lascars, 500 European infantry, and 1400 
Sepoys, with a field-train of twelve pieces, besides two 
mortars and several howitzers. The whole amounted to 
about 25,000 men in arms.1

The army of the ilutseddies had been deserted by 
Sindia, with 12,000 of the best horse ; Shabbajee Bonsla, 
who favoured their cause in Berar, had been cut off by his 
brother, who befriended Itagoba ; the fidelity of Holkar 
was held in doubt; and the Nizam, though he received 
their concessions, and promised assistance, always evaded 
performance ; but they were still superior in numbers to  
Ragoba and his allies.

As soon after conjunction as possible, the English com
mander proposed to advance towards the cuoniv who 
were encamped on the banka of tho Sabermattv. Aftor a 
few indecisive rencounters, finding they could not bfibv 
the enemy to a general action, the English, in concert 
with their allies, resolved to march toward the south, and 
penetrating to the Deccan, arrive at Poona before the set
ting in of the rains. The enemy, as soon as they disco
vered their intention, laid waste tho country in front, and 
destroyed the wells. At last, on the 18th of May, having 
reached the plain of Arras, on which they hud given 
Ragoba his recent defeat, they advanced, and commenced 
a cannonade upon the rear of the English and their ally. 
The enemy were received with great gallantry; but an 
officer of Ragoba, having treacherously introduced as par
tisans a body of hostile cavalry,2 * * between the advanced 
party of tho British army and the line, sonic confusion 
ensued, and the first company of European grenadiers, by 
a mistake of the officer commanding them, began to re
treat, and were followed in a panic by the rest of the 
party. Considerable execution was then performed by the 
enemy’s horse; but so destructive a firo of grape and

1 F orbes, O riental M em oirs, ii. 32.
1 hom e confer- ion ir. raid to  have arisen from  the Irregular interposition o f

ItufcoWn li- v* •. tm t it is nut ascribed to treac hery by C ol. K ia tln g  h im self.
I l ls l .  o f Malirattn.^, ii. 209.— W.
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x ^ i n g f ^ k i m m c d i a t e l y  p o u r e d  u p o n  t h e m  f r o m  t h e  B r i t i s h  B O O K  V .  
K b e ,  u s  c o m p e l l e d  t h e m  t o  s e e k  t h e i r  s a f e t y  b y  q u i t t i n g  < : i \ r .  n .
the field. The loss of Europeans, seven officers and eighty -----------
men, mostly grenadiers, beside 1100 Sepoys, rendered this 177 

an expensive victory; while the want of horse, and the 
backwardness occasioned or excused by the want of pay of 
tho troops of llagoba, made it impossible, by an active 
pursuit, to derive from it tho advantages it might other
wise have given. Tho rear of the enemy was attacked in 
crossing the Nerbuddali, on the 11th of June, where they 
lost many lives, and were obliged to sink a part of their 
guns. After this rencounter, they hasted out of the pro
vince of Ouzerat. And as Ragoba’s troops refused to cross 
the Nerbuddah till they obtained satisfaction in regard to 
their long arrears, it was resolved, as the season of the 
loins was at hand, to suspend the progress of the expedi
tion. Dhuboy, a fortified city, about fifty miles from 
Baroacli, convenient for receiving reinforcements and sup
plies, was selected for quartoring the English ; while 
llagoba encamped with his army at Bellapoor, a pass on 
the river Dahdor. at ton miles distunoo. Tho favourable 
complexion of Ragoba’s affairs produced, among other 
consequences, the alliance of .Futty Sing, l lis  overtures 
were made through tho Euglish ; and, ( loviud Kao being 
previously satisfied by the promises of llagoba, tho terms 
of a treaty wero agreed upon in t he mouth of July, To 
tho English he consented to confirm all tho grants within 
the Guieawar dominions, which had been yielded by Ru- 
goba; and to make further concessions in perpetuity to 
the annual amount of about one million seventy-eight 
thousand rupees.1 To llagoba ho engaged himself for tho 
usual tribute and aid to the Poonu durbar ; and, what was 
of unspeakable importance on the present emergency, for 
the sum of twenty-six lacks of rupees, to bn paid in sh iv  
duva The English and Rugoba had thus a prosjMjet, of 
marching to l'oona in tho next, campaign, with a great 
augmentation of resources, and a friendly country in the 
rear.2

1 There Is a strange exftfowration : t t e  cessions to the Gtho^ony w ore tho 
G aekwar', share o f the revenues of Itaroaeli, dud three Villases o .iiuw tm t »i 
2,13,000 rupees.—H ist, o f Mall. 11. 303. "

• Mr. r.-rt--*. who WM prirate M ercian  to  lira com uinr.luut '.'llleer o f  
lira British detachm ent, elves u s, thomth hiss o f  ihi . im p a lp i Ilian or olluir  

o h lc c t i , our best j>artlculal», in the chapters x v i. tu i t  e f  Ills Oriental 
Memoirs



BtSffKWiW W e have seen that the Presidency of Bombay informen 
c h a p . i i .  the Directors by letter, on the 12th of January, I 774’ tha*'
————  the Mahratta government was in a peculiar crisis, and tna 

17'5. such an opportunity now occurred of acquiring Salsette 
and Bassein, as they had very littlo intention of letting 
escape. The Directors, as if  anxious to allow time for the 
conquest, replied not till the 12th of April, 1775, when 
their answer could not be received at Bombay in much 
less than two years from the tim e when the measure was 
announced as on the verge of execution. Nearly six months 
after the place was reduced by their arms, and governed 
by their authority, they sat down to say, “ It is with much 
concern we learn from your records, that wo are not likely 
to obtain Salsetto from tho Mahrattas bv negotiations. 
Wo, however, disapprove your resolution to take posses
sion of the island by force, in case of tho death or deposi
tion of Ragoba ; and koroljy p. -itivoly prohibit you from 
attempting that measure, under any circumstances what
ever, without our permission first obtained for that pur
pose.’ 11

The letter containing the account of the capture of 
Salsette, and the negotiation with Ragoba, written by tho 
Bombay Presidency to the Supreme Council, on the 31st 
of December, was not received at Calcutta till the begin
ning of March. Before that time, however, intelligence 
from various quarters had reached them of the fate of 
S alsette; and they had written letters to Bombay, 
reprehending the Council, in severe terms, for delay
ing to send more complete information. Vested with 
a ooutrol over the other presidencies, not well defined, and, 
by consequence, ill-understood, tho Supreme Council were 
jealous of every appearance of an attempt to originate 
important measures independently of their authority. 
This jealousy, and a desire to carry their own importance 
high, distinguished the party in the new Council, which 
now, by force of numbers, engrossed the powors of the 
government. They looked, therefore, with a very evil eye 
upon the audacity which, in a subordinate Presidency, so 
near t he time when the Supreme Council were to assume 
the reins of government, ventured upon so great a mea-

1 n lili n< i-.'l, Anp. No. M They, rmtwItlmlHiitlng, failed not to Approve 
cf tli:; a* quWU-jii w hen ira J e . S.-l- p.'4:t7, liclow.
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^Wo. ..a^tfic conquest of Sulsette, without waiting to be BOOK V. 
authorized by  their sanction, or deterred by their prohibi- ciiai1. ii .
tion. The letter from Bombay was answered on the 8th -----------
of March, with a dry remark, that all observations on the L . '■ 
capture of Salsette were rendered useless by the tardiness 
of the information. The Council, however, declared their 
express disapprobation of tho connexion with Ragoba; 
and two days after the treaty with that chieftain wus 
signed, commanded that all negotiationWith him should 
be suspended till further instructions were received. On 
the 31st of May, arrived from the President and Council 
of Bombay a letter dated the 31st of March, with inform s  
tion of the conclusion of the treaty with Ragoba, and the 
departure of the troops for his support. On this occasion, 
tho Governor-General took the lead in the condemnation 
of the President and Council of Bombay; denouncing their 
procedure as “ unseasonable, impolitic, unjust, and un
authorized and he proposed, that they should be pe
remptorily enjoined to cancel the treaty, and to withdraw 
the troops immediately from assisting Ragoba, except in 
the three following cases:—“ 1. That they should have 
obtained any decisive advantages over the enemy; 3. That 
they should be in such a situation as might render it 
dangerous to rotreat; 3. That a negotiation should huvu 
taken p!ac.o between Ragoba and his opponents.” Tho 
Governor-General afterwards professed that he' had gone 
beyond his real sentiments in these terms of condemna
tion, in hopes to moderate by that means tho violence of 
tho opposite party. In this expectation, if ever formed, 
he found himself deceived. The majority passed two re
solutions, which form as singular a combination as the 
history of practical politics presents. They voted the 
condemnation of the treaty with Ragoba, and tho imme
diate recall of the troops, subject to no consideration 
whatever but that of their safety. And they voted that a 
negotiation should be immediately opened with tho Mut- 
soddies, to arrange a treaty of peace, and obtain confirma
tion of Salsette and Basscin. They condemned the Pre
sident and Council of Bombay, for taking part in the 
quarrels of the Mahrattas, and for declaring for one party 
in opposition to another. Tie ves performed
what they themselves condemned, and were most, effcotn-
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and irresistibly declaring in favour of the ministers 
citsrivBr'against Ragoba. Other negotiators proceed to discussion 

y y  with as fair a colour on their pretensions as they can, am 
t " 5- as much power in their hands as they are able to retain . 

not that honourable men will aim at advantages which aic 
unreasonable and unjust; hut that they may be secure 
from the necessity of submitting to any thing which is 
unreasonable and unjust. The English rulers began with 
doolaring themselves to be in the wrong, and stripping 
their hands of power ; as preliminaries to a negotiation 
with a pooplo uniformly insolont and rapacious in propor
tion to their strength ; who never heard the proposal of a 
concession but us an avowal of weakness ; and could not 
conceive that any government over yielded any thing 
which it was able to return. Of all the courses which it 
was in the power of the Supremo Council to pursue, tlioy 
made choice of that which w is decidedly the worst By 
fulfilling the treaty with Ragoba, they would have easily 
established his authority, and obtained the important con
cessions to which he had agi oed. If they resolved, as they 
did, to countenance the ministers, they might, at any rate, 
have made their terms boforo they exalted their preten
sions by the annihilation of the power which would havo 
made them compliant. And if they had inclined to act 
the part of really usoful and pacific neighbours, they might 
have arbitrated between the parties' with decisive and 
happy effect.

Tho Supremo Council resolved to treat with the minis
ters at Poona by an agent of their own, without the inter
vention of tho Presidency of Bombay, in whose depart
ment tho Mubratta country was situated, and who were 
best acquainted with the character aud circumstances of 
thu people.1 Colonel Upton, who was soJoctwl for the 
service, departed on the 17th of July, with letters to 
Siccaram llabuo, as head of tho ministerial party ; and 
with instructions to insist upon SaJsotte and Buasoin, os 
indispensable conditions in the. agreement which was pro- 
ponod. (t is worthy of remark, that he was furnished also 
with a latter 1 0  Ragoba, which was to bo presented to that

1 T lu i.nii i.n icr re«pr< lir tf the M ohruttac of Hie Suprem o Council at Ihi- 
llnu '.cven  .it Mr Il l-tin . •. n o i le n h n I M r  Frnin !a un.l llli, p irtv, I, w v  
coH p ii nous Ift the M inute- nf tlictr Coll ulfullulie.
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'Frir ioe?^ c  a a e of liis success ; and thou to form an intro- BOOK V. 
*^tmfrotit,o a negotiation. chap. u .

A  letter from tho Governor and Council of Bombay, -----------
dated tho 22nd of August, reached tho Supremo Council *"®* 
in tho beginning of October. Those rulors complained 
severely of the disgrace which was thrown upon their 
Presidency, by compelling them to violate a solemn treaty, 
and depriving them of the power of negotiating with the 
neighbouring states. Such a loss of dignity in a great 
branch of the government could not fail, they said, to 
affect injuriously tho interests of the Company. They 
denied that they had been guilty of any wilful disrespect 
to the Supreme Council. Tho nature of tho circumstances 
required that they should act without delay ; the posses
sion of Salsette and Basse in, required that they should 
declare in favour of one of the Mahratta parties; and 
many considerations induced thereto  give the preference 
to Ragoba. They pointed out the unhappy effects, evon 
upon the negotiation with the ministers, which would 
result from the recall of tho troops, and tho ruin of Ru- 
goba ; and stated that they had deputed to Calcutta a 
member of their Board, upuu whose representations they 
Still hoped, that their treaty would be executed, and that 
the great advantages of the couuaxiou with Ragoba would 
not be thrown away. Their deputy displayed both zeal 
and ability, in his endeavours to make au impression upon 
tho Council. But tho majority adhered to their fir -t de
terminations. Colonel Upton was, however, instructed to 
make some stipulations in favour of Ragoba: and the 
Presidency at Bombay was authorized to afford a sanc
tuary, in case of personal danger, to himself, his family 
aud attendants. That Pn siduncy was also directed, not
withstanding the breach of the treaty with Rugobu, to 
retain possession of tlio districts which had been yielded 
by Futty Sing, till the conclusion of a definitive treaty 
of peace.

The Council had for some time been waiting wit h im
patience for tho account of tho united of their ncrotiatm 
at Poona. In the beginning of January, L77<i, they re
ceived lottors from the ministers, which contained a com
mentary on tho policy of annihilating lbtgobo, at the 
moment of commencing a negotiation with his enemies.

VOL. 111. ; 1’ If
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^ ^ O Q ^ ^ T h e s e  letters displayed a high tone of complaint, and 
chap. n. even of menace. They expressed a disinclination, on the 

' part of the ministers, to submit their pretensions to
discussion; and threatened a renewal of hostilities, un 
less the places which had been taken were imnie a y 

restored. ,
Lotters, dated the 5th of January, received from Co one 

Upton on the, 12th of February, announced his arrita a 
Poona, and a favourable reception. Other letters receivet 
on the Cth of March, and dated on the 2nd of February, 
brought information of difficulties impeding the negotia 
tion. “ Tlio ministers imagine,” says Colonel Upton, “ that 
I must treat with them at any rate —And that I have 
vastly exceeded my instructions, by asking a surrender oi 
•Salsette and Bassein.” “ They ask me,” says he, “a thou
sand times, Why we make such professions of honour 1 
How disapprove the war entered inti, by tho Bombay 
government; when we are so desirous of availing our
selves of the advantages of it ?” Despairing of compli
ance with all his demands, tho Colonel proposed to relax 
in the affair of Bassein, and to ask for something else in 
its stead.’

On the 7th of March, a letter dated the 7th of February 
arrived ; and announced that the negotiation was broken 
off. The ministers insisted upon an immediate renuncia
tion of Salsette, and would not allow so much as time for 
consulting the government. “ In five or six days more.” 
says the Colonel, “ I am to leave Poona Dhur, and they will 
thon fix tho time for tho expiration of the cessation of arms. 
I told thorn, I oxpeoted time to advise all our settlements be
fore the renowal of the war ; but 1 suspect thorn of taking 
every advantage.” He added, which confirmed t ie  repre
sentations mado in defence of the connexion with Ragohft, 
“ If throe or four companies of Europeans, a small de
tachment from the corps of artillery, and two or three 
battalions of Sepoys, wore embarked from Bengal to join 
the army from Bombay, we might soon command peace 
on our own terms. For the chiefs of this country are. 
quite at a loss which side to take ; and are waiting to sec 
what tho English do.a

1 Fifth Ucport, \it mipra. App. No. 102.
* Ibid. 10l>.



X * ^ .p o fp d m  intelligence, th e  Council hastened to  prepare BOOK V. 
for war on the largest scale. They resolved, “ to support chap. ii .
th e  cause of IUgoba with the utm ost v ig o u r; and with ---------- -
a general exertion of the wholo power of the English 1770. 

arms in India ; to act in all quarters at once ; ami, by the 
decision and rapidity of their proceedings, to bring the 
war, if possible, to a speedy c o n c lu s io n And all this,
(namely, a war with the ministers, and alliance with 11a- 
goba, the very measure for which they condemned the 
Presidency at Bombay,) rather than restore isalsette, the 
capture of which, and the alliance for its support, they 
had denounced as both impolitic and unjust!

At the conclusion, however, of the mouth, another letter 
from Colonol Upton was received. This letter brought 
intelligence of the final compliance of the ministers on 
the subject of Salsette. Warlike preparations were then 
suspended, and a treaty was at last arranged. The Eng
lish renounced Bassoin, and agreed to renounoe the ces
sions in (Juzerat, provided it appeared, as the minister- 
maintained, that Futty Sine was not entitled to mako 
them. The Mali rattan yielded Salsette, and the small 
adjacent islands, of 3,000,000 rupees revenues;1 the Slah- 
ratia ohout, or share of the revenues of Boroaoh, amount
ing to an equal sum ; and u country of three lues in the 
neighbourhood of Baroai h. The members of the Bombay 
government compared these with the terms which th a y  

liad obtained from liagoba : and proclaimed their disap
probation. Tho concession with respect to Burundi, (hey 
.aid, wit- pretended and delusive, as the Mali rat Us had no 
right to any share of its revenues. Tho ceded territory, 
not being .jaghire, or free from Mahratta burdens, would 
bo a source of continual d isturbanoe. Tho relinquishment 
of tho cessions in Guzerat was weakly made upon an 
unfounded pretence, which aotually gavo the Guicawar an 
interest to disclaim tin right in dispute: and. upon the 
whole, tho treaty was highly injurious to the reputation, 
honour, and interests of the Company. The majoii'y in 
the Supreme Council grounded, tho defence of their moa-

' T ills in not unite c o r r e c t ,  ond the ram , if nut « m isprint, o pro? r•u n item -  
llo n . S il e ll ■ ■< to !>■ ret tin1 '1 or rrslnicU at Hi" p e i -  or- • ! "■•• Oovornor- 
OeiiiTuI mnl Couin .1. IT rvyloreil. the PeJluva w m  In 4e tc rr .lo i.. t u u i  e.]im l 
value ut three lacks Of ruptea .—W.
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BOOK V. sures upon the utility of peace ; and the frequent com- 

chap. ii. mauds of the Directors to abstain from aggressive war.1
— ~ ----  It had been stipulated that Ragoba should  disband his

17'6, .army within one m onth; receive an establishment of 
1000 horse, to be paid and relieved at the pleasure o 
government, and, of course, to act as his gaolers an 
guards ; enjoy a pension of three lacks of rupees per 
annum, and reside at an appointed place of abode. *' 11 1 
these terms, which he represented as placing him m the 
hands of his enemies, Itagoba declared bis resolution not 
to comply ; and having requested an asylum in one of the 
Company’s settlements, he was promised, under the license 
formerly granted, a sanctuary for himself and his attend
ants, by the Governor and Council of Bombay-. The Mut- 
seddios complained of this net of protection to Ragoba; 
and alarmed tho ruling party in the Supreme Council 
with menaces that they would renounce the treaty-, and 
betake themselves to war. After violent debates in the 
Supreme Council, and great diversity of opinion, it was 
decided by the majority, to condemn the offer made by 
the President and Council of Bombay- of their protection 
to Ragoba ; and to forbid them to receive that chieftain 
at any of the settlements within the limits of their 
government. The apprehensions of his enemies were soon 
after allayed by the defection of his troops. And he re
tired to Surat with only 200 attendants.

After considerable delay, and a variety of mutual com
plaints on the part of the Bombay- Presidency and the 
ministers at Poona, the treaty- was signed, and transmitted 
by Colonel Upton to Calcutta, on tho 3rd of June, 1770- 
It is peculiarly worthy of notice and remembrance, that 
intelligence of the conclusion of this affair lmd not reached 
the Supreme Council, when letters arrived from the Court 
of Directors, applauding the treaty which tho Presidency 
of Bombay hail formed with Ragoba ; and commanding 
tlioir government of Bengal to co-operate for its fulfilment 
and oonfimiation. “ Wo approve,” they say, “ under every 
circumstance, of the keeping of all tho territories and 
possessions coded to the Company by tho treaty concluded 
with Rogobn ; and direct that, you forthwith adopt such

! Si-c » tOli Rrport, u l ou]>r«, p. —19, iiii'l GO—ftR, with the eorri'*iBiu<Unir 
ariH i.-;. in iliv Appendix.
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Vj%5sSSes as m ay be necessary for th e ir  preservation and BOOK V. 
defence.” 1 c h a p . ii.

During these transactions, the attention of the Supreme -----------
Council was not attracted by any great event, towards the .1776. 
powers on the north-western frontier of the Company's 
empire. In Oude, Asoff ud Dowla, the new Nabob, had 
entered upon his government with an exhausted treasury.
He was oppressed by the debts due to the Company, and 
by their importunate demands of paym ent; his troops 
were mutinous tor want of pay ; his inability to maintain 
them had produced a reduction of his army ; he had dis
missed the ministers of his father, and surrounded himself 
with favourites; distraction prevailed in his family and his 
government; his character was vicious and weak ; and 
every commotion on his frontier alarmed the Supreme 
Council for the safety of his dominions. Flying parties of 
the Mahrattas harassed the neighbouring countries ; and 
reports of more formidable enterprises excited the appre
hensions of both the Nabob and his English friends.
During the summer of 1776, it was rumoured that a league 
had been formed by the Emperor, the Mahrattas, (ho 
Seiks, and the Rollilias, to invade the dominions of Asoff 
ud Dowla. And the Governor-general urged the exjie- 
diency of forming an alliance with Niijuf Khan, to lessen 
the danger of such an association. After (lie expedition 
against Zabita Khan, and the admission of the Mahrattas 
into Delhi, this leader, through the artifice of a favourite, 
hail fallen into disgrace with his master, and been reduced 
to the brink of ruin. The necessity of the Emperor's 
affairs, and even the recommendation of Suja-ad dowla and 
the English, again restored him to favour; and, in 1773, 
he engaged in a war with the Justs, under an understand
ing that, he should retain one-half of the territory he 
should conquer, and resign the other to the Emperor. He 
had prevailed over the Jaats in the field, and recovered 
the fort aud city of Agra, at the time when the agreement 
was made, between the Emperor, and Vi sir, to join in the 
war against the Rohi 11 as. After his return from Rohilcund, 
he prosecuted hi.-; war with tie- Jaats ; and having dt iven 
them, though ho was exceedingly distressed for pecuniary 
means, from the open country, lie was besieging the strong 

1 fifth Uoport, ut supra, App. No. 137. Comparo p. 430, above.

■ e°^ x



/ j # * -  ' e° ^ x

BOOK V. fortress of D eig; which, after an obstinate resistance. 
chap. n. yielded to his arms, at the time when the situation of the 
— — — neighbouring powers recommended a connexion with him 

l'< 6. t 0 the English rulers. The discharge, however, of Suuiroo, 
and a few Frenchmen, from his service, was made an indis
pensable preliminary ; and as ho alleged the danger at that 
moment of sending them to increase the power of his 
enemies, though he professed the strongest desire to com
ply with the wishes of the Company, the alliance was f°r 
the present obstructed and postponed. The anxiety ot 
Asoff ud Dowla to receive from the Emperor, what still, it 
seems, was a source of illustration and an object of ambi
tion, the office, though now only nominal, of Vizir, was 
kept on the ruck by various interruptions ; by competitors 
strongly supported, particularly the Nizam, and by the dis
inclination of the imperial mind. The pesheush, how
ever, or appropriate offering, with five thousand men and 
some artillery, which the Nabob sent to attend the 
Emperor, arrived at a critical moment, when Zulu,a Khan 
had not only evaded payment of the revenue for tho 
country which lie possessed, but had taken up arms to 
support his disobedience ; had gained a victory over the 
Emperor’s forces, and was upon the point of becoming 
master of Delhi, and of tho fate of its lord. The troops 
of Asoff ad Dowla appeared in time to save this catas
trophe, and an imperial representation, in requital of this 
service, was soon after despatched, to invest the Nabob 
with the Kelftt. By interference, however, of the com
mander of the Nabob’s detachment, whom Zabita Khan 
hud duly bribed, the helpless Emperor was obliged to con
firm that disobedient chief in the territory which he held, 
and even to remit those arrears of tribute which formed 
tho subject of dispute.1

During tho period of those transactions, alliiirs of a dif
ferent description had deeply engaged the attention the 
.Supreme Council, and excited the most violent dissensions. 
So curly as tho month of December, 1774, a petilinu hud 
been presented by the Ranee of Burdwun. 'ihiswus > he 
title of the widow of Tillook Chund, lately deceased, who, 
uud-r the title of Raja, had enjoyed the Zemindary of the

' llcj rt, nt snpr.i, p 07. '.»n, mid App. Ko. 168 to 108. Also Scott's Aunin;- 
*0lie's Surer-,* i .  , p S4D—  W 7.
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district, and whoso ancestors, as the representatives of its BOOK V. 
ancient Rajas had enjoyed it in succession through the chat. i i . 

whole period of Mohammedan sway. Her son, a minor of 
only nine years of age, had been nominated to the office 
upon the death of his father ; and a considerable share of 
the power had at first passed into her hands. Afterwards, 
by the authority of the English Government, the young 
Raja was withdrawn from the guardianship of the Ranee, 
and the affairs of the Zemindary were intrusted to admi
nistrators of English appointment. She now complained of 
corrupt administration on the part of the Dewan, or chief 
agent of the Zemindar}', and accused the English Resident 
of supporting him in his iniquity, for the sake of the bribes 
with which the Dowan took care to  engage him. The more 
numerous party in the Council decrcod that the Dewan 
should be compelled to render an account of his adminis
tration ; that the Ranee, agreeably to her petition, should 
be allowed to repair to Calcutta with her sou; and, as no 
inquiry into the conduct of the Dewan could bo success
fully performed while ho retained power over the persons 
and papers of his cilice, that a temporary substitute should 
occupy his place. These resolutions, the Oovoruor-Gonoral, 

ucompuniod by Mr. Harwell, opposed. The Governor- 
General said, tha t the presence of the Ruueo at Cnlcutto, 
whom ho described as a troublesome, violent woman, would 
bo not only unnecessary, bu t inconvoniont; tha t the re
moval of the Dewan from his office before any guilt was 
proved, would be a violation of justice ; 1 and the appoint
ment to that office of persons whoso qualifications had not 
been tried, a total departure from policy and prudence.
On the 6 th  of January, 1775, a letter was received from tho 
Resident, against whom the accusations of tho Ranee were 
directed. I t  was drawn up in a very lofty style ; tho 
writer celebrated bis own virtues ; ascribed a bail charac
ter to tho Ranee . and expressed tho highest indignation

i n i«v tlm it.rterence between tills case, and tlmt of Mohammed Itesa

«  Hastings u  em o o m sd ,  the  rn re *  o ,
I !n n - ts  a ma ordered by tho Court '  I liivctnrs. and unit of

Mohammed I.ozu Mimi » J . ,  l lu .,ions. Hustings was
'S I‘U*|b. o ! ? U  ...... .. 10 <>.nn " I '  • » »  -m «ho

i n ,  i , ? i | o  w a < t o  in n i l ' l l -  C m  t a u n t ,  e a s  in iu u m m k - a  ; m i l .  m o r e  
“  "  t  ; I- n o  . ..  m . l i u i n u u .  o  -  i t h  t h e  m e r i t .  M t h e  - a w .  o r  u n -

3 S S 3 M 5 ^ ta 'v .'ta 'S rn c U o .! ,,  ho m id  . losso M hm m l •  ' « ' » • » « « —  
aumtnt to Ills o* n  notions of justico .— w .
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she had the audacity to prefer an accusation a&arotft 
cB*k iir-'liim. He professed his readiness to submit his conduc o 
—~ —  exam ination; hu t required, th a t security should m e  

177G. demanded of the Ranee to pay an equivalent pena tj i i 
case she failed in the proof of her charges. The pre ex 
for this condition was, its alleged conformity to the a\vs 
of the country. To stifle complaint, and to screen, nusrue, 
were its natural effect; and, upon this consideration, 
majority of the Council refused to impose i t .1 A vane y 
of accounts were presented to the Board, in which weie 
entered several sums of considerable amounts, as paid by 
the Dewan to the servants of the Company and their de
pendants, not only upon the appointment of the young 
Raja, hu t also upon th a t of his Dewan. Not less than 
3,110,975 rupees were charged to the account of the Resi
dent, his banyan, and cash-keeper, Mr. Hastings, himself, 
was accused of receiving l .r>,000 rupees,- and his banyan, or 
native secretary, 4,500; and the whole of the sums repre
sented as thus distributed among the Company’s servants, 
since the death of the deceased Raja, amounted to 9,30,497 
rupees.5 The authenticity of these accounts was called in 
question by the parties whom they affected; and every
thing is doubtful which rests upon the authority7 of Indian 
witnesses, under strong temptations to depart from tru th . 
Enough does not appear to condemn any individual. 
Enough appears to render it not doubtful that money was 
upon this occasion received by the Company’s servants; 
and enough does not appear to exculpate any individual 
against, whom the charge was advanced. Mr. Hastings now

* Tin- execution of such a deed was not unur.ual, and tlio objfltl was to put 
<-01,1 check upon fulfil’ ami calumnious chuncs It should have been notlitd . 
in Justkc to Mr. ilrahuin, the Resident at Jlurdwan, that he not only wrote 
the indignant denial, so idiqhtiujcly adverted to, but he auUrequcntly An ni.shcd 
it categorical reply to the liani'a petition, which, if it was not a most cnornum* 
fniiehio' 1, .1cinr:is!i;.t'-d H ( M* !• r imjifra .lliil it ul the 11 lit ll of her .‘He, :a1 l"i.O.
. . iift-. t linit lie could have had very little lime to liilciTu'o with the

affairs of tli<* Zoinlndarcc, as lie was trunslerrud to Hoogly within three months 
att< c the KbJh'* ilcalb. and had «tuitted Bunls'dti within - " u i ,s  cl ' “’t t  
c.cut. On thr other h.rnd, the Itani uiilodiitos the Itaj i’s d atii three y ea n ,in 
order to make it appear th a t  tlie Resident had hud ample oppoi tuidlu s of c*- 
tortiuK money from her. i l r .  Graham's change of appointment niuit Have 
been t«»o gei11 rally known for him to lm\o nilwtuted it. and the inuruiwcy of 
the |rtitio .i i-5 too glaring to have been accidental. If furnishes an undontatue 
pr-of of the spirit •>( the ladltion. J.levcnth Uop«>; t, App 

v Tim very m .ill ic-’. of the aura t Nonerat'B Hastings from all crcuilh* im
putation of having received it. and no proof w halcvar was attempted towtatillsb 
the < , r \v

’ Tiiiiii. li«|.-i>rt of the Select Committee, App. I I I .
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lo lr t is to n c  of calmness and forbearance. He accused the BOOK V. 
partv in the Council, by whom he was opposed, of a design cnAP.n.
to supersede him in his authority, and to drive him from ----------
his oitiec. He pronounced them to be his accusers, parties J776* 
to the cause against him, and therefore disqualified to sit 
as judges upon his conduct. He declared that ho would 
not summon or hold councils for “ a triumph over him
self.” He proposed that whatever inquisition they might 
choose to make into his conduct, they should make i t  in a 
Committee;1 where his absence would save his station and 
character from degradation and insult ; and he declared it 
to be his resolution to dissolve the Council, as often as they 
should enter upon any criminating inquiry against himself.
An occasion soon presented itself for putting his threat in 
execution. The resolution to compliment the Ranee -with 
the usual insignia of office, he pronounced an insult to 
limself: declared the Council dissolved, and quitted the 
chair. The majority resolved that a vote of adjournment 
could, as all other votes, bo passed only by a plurality of 
the voices present; that if this was not tho law, the Go
vernor-general was despotic ; and that tho right which ho 
claimed was a light of impunity. They voted tho first 
member of the Council into tho chair, and continued 
their proceedings.

On tho 30th of March. 1775, another accusation occu
pied tho attention of the Board. In a representation 
received from one of the natives, it was sot forth, that tho 
Phoujdar of Hoogly was paid by tho Company 72,000 ru-

1 It in important to nolicc this proposition, IlftMlngh never objected to in
quiry; all lie nutlniulned, and Judicioudy maintained, own If lie could have 
relied upon the impartial judgment «j tho majority of the Council, was the in 
consistency and indignity of p* quitting the head of the Government to ho 
accused in person, during a sluing of the Council ov< r which he pionidod, by 
every individual Who chose to charge him. truly or falsely, oil It acts un
w o rth y  o f  hm place and pmvi r. lie objected, tatiunidly mul Koumlly, to the
degradation wl tiovtrnur-Uonontrii cither
silently listening to the «>1 Jurgitiou.n of a private person, or Mitering into an 
ulturcation with him. 1* was certain of bringing him oil and his otilee into 
contempt. l oi the pur oscs of truth nn 1 lu tleo.it was wholly unnecessary.
It Wa3 eaay un(i efficacious for the Council tu rev,} to them Rohes into n com
mittee, ns Hustings recommended, to tv vivo information, mul carry on inquiry 
lr. nnv extont they pleased: ami had the result cstahlUhed the. guilt of the 
Uovomor, the Supreme Court of dudi-atme, or O u rt of Ihrcrtora, worn 
the authorities empowered to inflict punUhiu- nt In th.-.r re.iMano «■ tM«
- i iw ro fo .  a n d  tiM* • '  'h i .v .- . l  ft. • th .  y
Ua, ut^'irtv-c au*l timriuleatloii of their opponent. 1 in: unyielding Ilium©*# and 
calm resolution with taifl baffled thsir unworthy attempts, are
amongst the most remarknhlo circumstances in his history.—Vi
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IIO o tT . pees as the annual salary of his office ; that out of this sum, 
c h a p . ii. however, he paid annually to Mr. Hastings 36,000 rupees,
— 3 —  together with 4,000 to Mr. Hastings’ native secretary, 

1/76. reserving only 32,000 rupees to himself; and tha ie 
author of this representation would undertake the 11 ies 
of the office for this reduced allowance, producing an 
annual saving to the Company of 40,000 rupees, now coi 
ruptly received by Mr. Hastings and his banyan. 1C 
first debate which rose upon this information regarded t 0 
competence of the Board to entertain such complaints. 
Mr. Hastings’ party, consisting of Mr. Barwell and himself, 
opposed the reception of any accusations against any iudi- 
\  idual of the Board ; and referred to the courts of justice. 
The major party deemed it an important article of the 
duty of the Supremo Council to control abuses, and not 
least in the hands of those who had the greatest power to 
commit them. It is no sufficient check, upon thus© who 
are intrusted with power, to be amenable for legal crimes 
in a court of justice. The analogies of the most vulgar 
trust shed light upon the highest. Who would endure a 
servant, pretending that his conduct ought not to be 
challenged but in a court of justice ; his trust modified, or 
w ithdraw, till after the judicial proof of a legal crime? 1 
When this plea was overruled, and the Council were about 
to enter upon the investigation, Mr. Hastings declared 
that “ he would not sit to be confronted with such accusers, 
nor to s u f f e r  a judicial inquiry into his conduct, at. the 

he is President.” As formerly, h© pro
nounced the Council dissolved ; and the majority con
tinued thoir proceedings in his absence. Two letters of tb© 
Phoujdar in question were produced in evidence ; ami two 
witnesses woro examined. The Phoujdar himself was 
summoned to answer. At first he alleged excuses for 
delay. When he did appear, he declined examination 
upon oath, on the pretence that to persons of his rank 
if was a degradation to confirm their testimony by that 
religious ceremony. In this scrupulosity, ho was strongly 
supported by Mi'. H&stiuga ; but tho majority construed 
it. into a contempt of tho Board, and dismissed the Phouj-

1 Th. ftnali *ry does not hold. Wimt m-rvunt w.-uld endure iliat his fellow 
and luli rtor aorvum* should il.oim.U - . it t n tribunal over him, 1" tiro 
oxolmtnn of hii Authority superior to b.uh ?—W.
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( f t ) )  (fiT
\ # 4 HI STOBY OF BRITISH INDIA. Zjl^J



p

his office, which they conferred, not upon the BOOK V. 
accusing petitioner, hut another individual, at one-half of chap. h.
the preceding salary, 36,000 rupees.1 The majority of the --------- ■
Council esteemed the evidence of the charge complete. 177G- 
The party of the Governor-general, representing the testi
mony ot the natives of India when they havo any motive 
to falsify, us little worthy of trust, and tho known dis
position of the leading party in tho Council as holding 
forth inducement to accuse, affirmed that tho evidence 
hud no title to regard. Tho eagerness of tho Govornor- 
gouoral to stifle, and his exertions to obstruct inquiry, on 
all occasions where his conduct came under complaint, 
constituted in itself an article of proof, which added mate
rially to the weight of whatever came against him from 
any other source.2 * * * * * * 9

Another ground of charge presented itself in the follow
ing manner. On the 2nd of May, 177.5, Mr. Grant, accoun
tant t 0 tho provincial council of Moorshedabad, produced 
to the board a set of accounts, relating to tho affairs of the 
•Nabob; and stated that ho had received thorn flora a na
tive, now in his own service, who had till lately boon a 
clerk in the treasury olfieo of tho Nabob. From the e 
accounts it appeared that .1 tunny liogum, since her appoint- 
mont to tho superintendence of tho Nabob’s person and 
affairs, bail received !),<;7,0U3 rupees, over and above what 
she appoared to have disbursed or had aeooimtcd for.
Upon examination of Mr. (Jraut, and of the clerk tn m 
whom the accounts were received, tho majority of the 
Council were induced to regard them as authentic. Among

1 Nothinii i mi l>e weaker than the whole of this cure, nothing more slrUdn. lv 
illustrative of the untUness of the majority of flu- Council to assume Judicial 
powers. The accusation ninie from a person of no if info or station, who 
sought to obtain the appointment for himself. Tho letters calling fur puyinuNt 
fur purpose* uot avowed, contain no allusion to Hastings whatever. Of tho 
two persons to whom the letter was addressed, only mu' was < xamined, a <ilM- 
cardcd servant of the 1-oul iur, who did not understand thn lav ,unyo .[Persian)
of the letter, and who u* rfc no testim my m to the fa. t uf th«> moucy having
been given. The Pout lur. when lie fore the Council, did i >i refuse to answer,
Although ho objected to Iwinc sworn, from h fettling well Unown to lw common
amongst natives of respoctability,—no proof < T the ninnry having been over 
uflVrt'tl, given, or ucvplud, win uttuinj tud, but the iuiijdar was dhtnlssed
from hi* apimiutniont abruptly, solely on the ground < f his ol\k< tton to an
oath. Sco tho whole of the proceedings in the Appendix to the Kicventh Ho -
port. K.~VV.

9 A.« already pointed out, he did not obstruct inquiry ; ho only r« noted 
the Indecorous mode in which, for factious put pores, t • InMltutton w u  at* 
tempted.—W.

' Gô X
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BOOK V. other circumstances, it was stated by the clei h that ^b° 
ciiap. u. head eunuch of the Begum, the person who s oo ^
------------ in  h e r  con fiden ce, h a d  endeavoured, u p on  h e a u n 0 j;y

17"G. accounts in the hands of the clerk, to prevail upon 
the prospect of rewards and advantages, to restore 
pers, and return to the service of the Begum > a"j ,
G ra n t w as rea d y  to  s ta te  u p on  h is  oath  t h a t  su m  , 
te m p ts  h ad  been  m ad e up on  h im selt. T h e  p a r t y  °P1 ' 
to  th e  G o vern o r-G en era l th o u g h t  th e  circu m sta n ce s  su  ̂
c ic n tly  s tro n g  t o  re n d e r  in q u ir y  nocr.vinry, an d  to  an • 
rizo  th e  s te p s  w h ich  in q u ir y  d em an ded. T h e y  p ro p '1' > 
t lm t a se rv a n t o f  th e  C o m p a n y  sh o u ld  im m e d ia te ly  be se n t 
to  M oorahedabarl, in v e ste d  w ith  a  p rop er com m ission  and 
p o w e r s ; and t h a t  th e  B egum , for th e  in v e s tig a tio n  o f  whoso 
co n d u c t n o  sa tis fa c to ry  evid en ce  co u ld  h e  p rocu red , w h ile  
sh e  re ta in ed  a u th o r ity  o v e r  th e  officers an d  se rv a n ts  o f th e  
N a b o b , sh o u ld  b e  d iv e s te d  o f  h er pow er. T h u  (fo vo n io r- 
G en o m l, on th e  o th e r hand, q u estion ed  th e  a u th o r ity  o f 
th e  p ap ers, re s iste d  th e  p rop osal to  in q u ire  in to  th e  a c 
co u n ts  o f  th e  B eg u m , an d  p ro tested  ag a in st re m o vin g  h e r  
from  her office, w h ile  no p ro o f o f h er m isconduct, w as ad 
d u ced .1 B y  d ecision , h ow ever, o f  th e  m a jo rity , Mr. G o rin g  
w as d esp a tch od  for th e  in v e s t ig a t io n ; th e  p ow er o f  th e  
B eg u m  w as w ith d r a w n ; and  R a ja  G ourdass, th e  son o f  

N u n co m ar, Dewan, or p rin cip a l M in is te r  o f th e  Begum , re
ce ived  th e  te m p o ra ry  ch a rge  o f  th e  N a b o b s  alfairs. In 
q u ir y  seem ed  to  esta b lish  th e  a u th e n tic ity  o f th e  p a p e r  - 
T h e  B eg u m , w h en  p ressed  to  a c co u n t fo r th e  b alan ce  w ith  
w h ic h  sh e w as ch arged , s ta te d , am on g o th e r c ircu m sta n ces, 
th a t  1,.to ,000 ru p ees lmd been g iven  to  M r. H astin gs, u n d ei 
th e  nam e o f  entertainm ent: m oney, when he went I"  Mom 
shedahad in  177:1, and p laced  h er at th e  h ead  o f th e  N a b ob  » 
e sta b lish m en t. Sho also rep resen ted , th a t, on th e  sam e 
occasion , 1,50,000 ru p ees lm d been g iv en  b y  h er as a p "  " 
sen t to  M r. M id d leton . O f th e  sum  th u s  d e liv ered  to  M r.
M id d leto n  (for th e  re c e ip t o f  i t  was never denied), no  ac
co u n t w as e v e r  rendered, and no defeneo w as m m  • * ' " I "
Mr H astim m  ju stified  th e  r e c e ip t o r  what was bestOTied 
upon him self, on ll.e  . overal p leas, th at th e  act of p arlia
m ent w h ich  p ro h ib ited  p resents w as n o t th en  passed, th a t 
w ith  allow an ces w ere th e  com m on cuatoru o f  tlie  0Qum»}> 

i Another contrast lo tho vase of Mottttmncd Itcra Klmii.

• g0i*n .
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of Bengal received on the same account 1000 BOOK V. 
rupees a day as often os he visited the Governor in Cal- c,up . n.
entta, that he added nothing to hie fortune by this allow- _______ _
auce, and must have charged to the Company a sum as 177C. 
|arge, if this had not been received.' Upon part of th is it 
is necessary to remark, that custom, the custom of a country,
"hero almost every thing was corrupt, affords but a son-y 
defence; that, if a visit to tiro Nabob was a thing of so much 
expense it ought not to have been made without an adequate 
cause ; that no adequate cause, if the receipt of the present 
be excluded, Can any where be found : that for the necessity 
° f 11 groat expense on such a visit, or indeed of any extraor
dinary expense a t all, we havo barely tko assertion of the 
Governor-General, which being the assertion of a party 
making out a case in his own defence, and an assertion op
posed to probability, possesses but little of the force of 
proof. Besides, the amount is enormous ; j!000  rupees per 
day ; 7,30,000 rupees, or 73,000/. per annum. W hat should 
‘ a v 0 hhide living at Moorshodabad cost the Governor-
encral at the rato of 7 3 ,0 0 0 / .  per annum / A n d  why 

should the Nabob, whoMO nllowunco Wiki iiinlm'wtt.>o<l to bo 
«'»l down to tlio lowest point, have boon opprooi <1 by mu 
‘'Murmoua a burden \ Another oonflidemti.m of importance 
i ', that when Mr. Hustings received the sum of one luck. 
fdul half uf rupee” for eiilei tamment-morioy, he at the same 
time charged to the Company a large sum, 30,000 rupees 
and upwards, as travelling charges, and a great additional 
amount for his colleagues and attendants.7 The com
plaints of severe linage to the Begum, advanced both by 
he melt and by Hustings, a p p e a r  to have hud no other 
foundation than the loss of her office : an office which the 
majority considered her BOX as disqualifying her to fill; 
and to which they treated her appointment as one of the 
errors or crimes of the preceding administration.9 1

1 .See defence of Mr. Hiutlusp ntlho liar of the Lur id.
- Minutes ot Evidence toe Trial, u. 104s. ~M. The ch irvu'H were for 

twelve months, nnd in i*,'i'-r.il they nrc not Ituouxlcratc wiih reference io 
Indian ruwt'ons nnd modes of tr.tvcllliii. : at n r.it they i 'iv Ivo only the 
elinr^o of want ot economy, and an InuHkient co.ur.ii uvvV tlio dlsbanwriKiits 
oi m rrantg and depondaut*.—"  •

1 i'ho sum for expense*, whether loo much or not. »■« acknoirl- 'lged anil 
carried to account. Tlio further suras i-'i’rted :• ha\<> been ifiven, were 
never proved. With i!iat said to have k n  ifivcn to Mr. Middl. i n, H iuin 
hvl n concern. Of the .spirit In w Inch tin . cii.n, cn " > >v 1.1 . in, the pro- 
cv-edlngs are sufBolent evidence. Upon the product bn ot the accounts fur-



— \ \ \

Of the different charges, however, brought against the 
^diLAli>C Govemor-Oeneral, those which were produced by the Raja 

j „ (. Nuncomar were attended with the most remark a do eir- 
cumstances. From this pereouage, whom we h»T6 * ® l 
Piioujdar of Hoogly, minister of the Nabob Jafiier K iau> 
the agent of Mr. Hastings in the prosecution of Moh&mmec 
Reza Chan, and whose son was appointed Dewan of the 
household to the N abob, which son it  was regulated and 
ordained tha t ho should guide, a paper was delivered on 
the 11th of March, which, besides accusing the Governor- 
General of overlooking the proof of vast embezzlements 
committed by Mohammed Rcza Khan and Shitabroy, and 
acquitting them in consideration of large sums of money 
by which he was bribed, exhibited the particulars of a sum 
amounting to 3,54,105 rupees, which, it affirmed, the Go
vernor-General accepted, for the appointment of Muuny 
Begum, and (4oordiu<s, to their respective dignities and 
powers. In prosecution of the opinion of the majority, 
tha t it was the duty of the Supreme Council to inquire 
into the charges which were brought against the members 
of the government, and to control the conduct even of the 
highest officers of state, it was on the 13th proposed, that 
Nuncomar should be summoned to appear before them 
and called upon to produce tho grounds of his accusation

wished by Mr. Grant, it was at once determined tv dispossess the Hep'ura of 
her authority, and to call upon her for the whole of the public and private 
accounts fur the preceding outfit years. Mr. Goring was su it Merely to en
force the delivery of those accounts, and he was directed lo lmml them over 
to the Provincial Council. Messrs. Maxwell, Anderson, and Gram, who •were 
at the same time instructed to examine them minutely. It "’onId have been 
hut decent to have awaited the result of this examination, and a scrutiny so 

LMtad, although , .
to the :im ertiiiument of the truth. Mr. Goring. In w« ver. paid little ntt< utii 
to his Instructions. He did not leave Calcutta until ntler the 10th ot May, 
and wem to Nadiya l y water a voyntre of five «..r six d.i\s at hast - a few 
bourn liv duv 1; carried him to Moorshcdubnd, but ho could no- ha' e an ived 
there much before the 20th : on the rind , he despatches to ( ’ahiitta incinn- 
rnmlmns of disbursements to Kiiglish gentlemen, to Mr. Hustmcg for an 
entertainment, rupees l,R0,()O0; to Mr. Middleton on m count of an n»rrer- 
nn. nl with Italxxi Hogum, a -Imilar sum. It was very reasonable for Hastlnifs 
to remark, tv* the commission given to Mr. Goring "a s  to receive from the 
Itaguut all the accounts of tin Nis'.umut for eight years post, and to deliver 
them Into the builds of gentlemen appointed to examine and report their 
contents to the Hoard—“ I desire that Mr. Curing he asked in what manner 
lie cumc l v tho Account he bus now sent, anil on what account thin partial 
Mrltition was made by him." 'the answer may easily l>e supplied - tin* nar- 
i tin of hi proceedings sh« mi that lie came by the account by iniiniMiallou,
-  nil il.-.r tho ot-Je.-t of ihi- -.election was tin inculpation of Hasting*. 
>:u -. entli Uc}K*it. Apj». E.—w.
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r .  V .HASTINGS OPPOSES INQ UIRY.

Mr. Ilrrt'iiigH, instead of choosing to confront his accuser, HOOK Y. 
•hid—to avail himself of tlio advantage of innocence, in chap, ii.
hearing and challenging the pretences of a false accusation, ----------
resisted inquiry. “ Before the question is put,” says his U'®- 
Minute, “ I declare that I will not suffer Nuncomar to ap
pear before the Board as my accuser. I know what be
longs to the dignity and character of the first member of 
this administration. I will not sit at this Board in the 
character of a criminal. Nor do I acknowledge the mem
bers of this Board to he my judges. I am reduced, on this 
occasion, to mako the declaration that I regard General 
Clavering, Colonel Monson, and Mr. Francis, as my accu
sers.” The Governor-General, with Mr. Barwell, again 
recommended prosecution at law’, not inquiry before the 
Council, as the mode of investigating his conduct. Again 
lie pronounced the Council dissolved, and, together with 
Mr. Barwell, quitted the Board. Again the majority voted 
this form of dissolution void, and continued the inquiry. 
Nuncomar made positive declaration as to the sums which 
be himself had paid to tho Governor ; gave in the names 
of several persons who were privy to the transactions . and 
presented a letter, in purport from Mumiy Bogiuu to him
self, of which the seal, upon oomparison, by tho Persian 
tmnelator and h ie» "  1 . . declared to be authentic;
and in which a gift was stated of two lacks to tho Gover
nor from herself. Upon this evidence, the Governor was 
called upon to refund to the Company the money which 
he had thus illegally received. But he refused to -ac
knowledge the majority as a council, and returned no 
auBivor.

Nothing surely can be more inadmissible than the pre
tences of the Governor-Gem ral for stifling inquiry. What 
ho alleged was, tho dignity of the accused, and the base
ness of the accuser. If the dignity in tho accused be a 
sufficient objection to inquiry, the responsibility of tho 
leading members ■ >( every government is immediately 
destroyed; all limitation of their powor is ended ; and all 
restraint upon misconduct is renounced. If the character 
of tee accuser is bail, so much the greater is the advantage 
of the accused; because so much the more easy it  is to 
counterbalance tlie ovidenoo of his testimony. So great 
may be the improbability of a charge, and so little the

' Gô x



I!Oi,)K value of an accuser’s testimony, that the first may out- 
chaimi. i weigh the latter, ami preclude the propriety of any further 

research. But where the case is in any' degree different 
I77G. from this, the character of the informer is not a sufficient 

objection to inquiry. I t is often from men of the worst 
character th a t the most im portant intelligence is !
likely to he received; and it is only necessary, in receiving 
it, to make those abatements of belief which the character 
of the informant may appear to require. Perpetual refe
rence to the courts of law, as the only place where inquiry 1 
into the conduct of an officer of government could fitly he 
made, merits the highest condemnation ; because the con
duct of a member of government may be evil to almost j 
any degree, may involve his country in ruin, and yet may j 
be incapable of being touched by courts of law, constituted 
and conducted as those of England. I t  is another species 
of superintendence and control which must ensure good 
conduct m those who are vested with great public trusts.
In  disclaiming the majority for his judges, (he Governor 
availed himself of an ambiguity in the word. They did 
not undertake the office of judgment. They only held it 
their duty to inquire, for the benefit of those who might 
afterwards judge. 1

In this case, the Governor-general was not satisfied with 
crying out against inquiry. Ho took the extraordinary 
resolution of prosecuting, with all the weight of his autho-

1 Tlio qur-ti'in is not fairly Malv.l, ..........omjuratlvc rank of Die accused
mid the ac, « w  HO! aliened us an objection to the hearing at the aetu.a- 
th.u—it was tiic incompatibility of elicosirm a meeting of the Council as tho 

su,’l1 11 procedure—the necessary consequence of which was the 
privation ol the head of the state nil reaped and authority. A still stronger 
objection, however, lies to the tribunal. Whatever might. he proic.-ncd the 
nicmU-rs of the Council wore necessarily converted Into Judros ti e moment 
ail accun.tinn wua pleaded before them on one aide, and defended on the 
< tin r. M.istinrs must citlx-r haw  admitted flic charge m ailcm c.or replied 
to it,—-in either case the other members of the Council would havo come \,j 
a re oluti'-n on tie- proceeding*, thpv would to all intents and purposes have 
pronounced Judgment. They won id have assumed a power which they did 
not possess, and to 1 lie oxer.-sc of which It was right the refore at once to 
oiJ<- t. llic  Hcucrulprinciple b  incontrovertible, hut In the pic out Instance 
it in evident that . m h a course was most unlikely to promote the cause of 
truth, Hud Ha- ruvci nor acknowledged hi- collcacues ni Ills judges, what 
measure - f  Justice v/us he to oxj.cet at their hands. II.idtlK-yb.cn 
j - r si«lt nt. «i j.. .'.i"tirl'.c men, Hast u. •- m i;: f 11 hav* conceded the ui».«Ira.t in in - 
• iple, hut with such dally proois »f tlielr personal animosity, the uiuso of 
truth m ul Jn-M e. nr wrlln-j hinouu safety, demanded that lie should resist 

M. Hi did notdlsputo, ha dirt not Obstruct their right to 
<’ t"C. lie | ois.ti ! "iii l.» them the lfi;itImnte* mode of making inquiry ; and 
, lr r, f" "it t" adopt it is s 111Mi lent I'ro'i! that tlicy did net seek to inouirr 
but were eager to condemn. ~ W .
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r  l J  . EXECUTION OF NUNCOMAR. V S |;1 )

by whom he was accused. An indictment, BOOK V. 
the .instance of the Governor-general, of Mr. Harwell, of c h a p . i t .

mr. Vansittart, of Mr. Hastings’ Banyan, and of the Roy ----------
Royan or head native agent of finance, was preferred 1 7 7 C ' 

against Nuncomar, together with Messrs. Joseph and 
Francis Fowke, for a conspiracy to forco a man named 
Oommaul-ad-din Khan, to write a petition against the 
parties to the prosecution. After an examination before 
the judges, Mr. Francis Fowke was discharged; and Mr.
Barwell, the Roy Royan, and tho Governor’s Banyan, with
drew their names from the prosecution. The Governor 
and Mr. Vausittart persevered ; and Nuncomar and Mr.
Joseph Fowke were held to bail at their instance. “ The 
tru th  is, as wo” says the minute of Clavering, Monson 
and Francis, on the lCtli of May, “ have reason to believe’, 
that there never existed such a paper as has been sworn 
to ; and that every particular said to be contained in it, is 
an imposition invented by Commaul-ad-Diu.” A few days 
a ter this suspicious, but ineffectual proceeding, a new 
prosecution was instituted against Nuncomar. At the 
«uit ot a native, he was taken up on a charge of forgery, 
ajid committed to the common gaol. lie  was tried before 
the Suj nemo Court, by a jury of Englishmen, convicted, 
and hanged. No transaction, perhaps, of this whole ad- 
j1' 1 lustration more deeply tainted the reputation of Has- 
'Dgs, than the tragedy of Nuncomar. At the moment 

yyen he stood forth as the accuser of the Governor-general,
. ' va» chargod with a crime, alleged to have been com- 

mitt*} five years before ; tried, ami executed ; a proceed- 
luB "ddoh could not fail to generate the suspicion of guilt, 

of Ul> inability to encounter the weight of his testi- 
Jny, m the man whose powc r to have prevented, or io 

3 ® 8topped (if hp did not cause) the prosecution, it is 
1,11 easy to deny. As Hastings, aware of the sinister in
terpretations to which the destruction of an .accuser, in 
ciicumstances so extraordinary, would assuredly expose 
' lll‘i, chose rathor to sustain the weight of those suspi- 
C10’IS. than ti, meet the charges by preventing or sus- 
Rending the fair of the accuser ; it is a fair inference, 
though moro rosoutmout and spite might hurry some men 
to  as great cm indiscre tion, that from the accusations ho 
'd'ciuclcd sometliing worse thau those suspioions. Mr.

'■oi,. m. a  a
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# 0 OK:'3 -.^ranci,s, in his examination before the House of Com- 
c h a p . ii. mons, on the 16th of April, 1788, declared that the e ê ct
----------  of this transaction upon the inquiries carried on \> 6

D ‘6. Board into the accusations against the Governor, was, 0 

defeat them ; tha t it impressed a general terror on  ̂ u 
natives with respect to preferring accusations agams 
men in great power ; and that he and his coadjutors were 
unwilling to expose them to what appeared to him and. 
these coadjutors, as well as themselves, a manifest : 
danger.”

The severest censures were very generally passed upon 
th is trial and execution ; and i t  was afterwards exhibited 
as matter of impeachment against both Mr. Hastings, and 
the Judge, who presided in the tribunal. The crime for 
which Nunoomar was made to suffer, was not a capital 
offence, by the laws of Hindustan, i ithor Moslem or Hindu ; 
and it was represented as a procedure full of cruelty aud 
injustice, to render a people amenable to the most grievous 
severities of a law with which they were unaoquainted 
and from which, by their habits and associations, their 
minds were totally estranged. I t was affirmed ; that this 
atrocious condemnation and execution were upon an e x -  

p o r t - f a c t o  law, as the statute which created the Supreme 
Court and its powers was not published till 1774, and the 
date of the supposed forgery was in 1770: that the law 
which rendered forgery capital did not extend to India, as 
no English statute included the colonies, unless where it 
was expressly statod in the law : tha t Nuncomur, as a 
native Indian, f  r._n crime committed against another 
Indian, not an Englishman, or even a European, was ame
nable to f ho native, not the English tribunals: that the 
evidence adduced was not sufficient to warrant condemna
tion : and that although the situation in which the pri- : 
soner was placed with regard to a man of so much power 
as the Govornor-general, should have suggested to the 
Judge peculiar circumspection and tenderness, there was 
every appearance of precipitation, and of a predetermina
tion to find him guilty, and to cut him oil. In thedefonco 
which was set up by Sir Elijah Impey, the Chief Judge, 
in his answer at the bar of the House of Commons on tiio 
I h f December, 1787, lie admitted that a native iului 
bii ant of the provinces at large was not amenable to the
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^^M iSfrlaws, or to the English tribunals : and it was not liOOK V. 
as such, he affirmed, that Nuucomar was tried. But he chap. u.
maintained that a native inhabitant of the English town ----------
of Calcutta, which'was English property, which had long 1" 6. 
been governed by Englishmen and English laws, was ame
nable to the English tribunals, and justly, because ho made 
i ns voluntary choice to live under thoir protection ; and 
that it was m this capacity, namely, tha t of an inhabitant 
of Calcutta, that Nuncomar suffered the penalties of the 
English laws. If  the competency of the jurisdiction was 
admitted, the question of evidence, where evidence was 
complicated and contradictory, could not admit of any 
very clear and certain decision ; and the judge opposed 
the affirmation of its insufficiency by that of the contrary'
He denied the doctrino that an English penal statute ex
tended to the colonies, only when that extension was ex- 

' ,  e^allegation of precipitation and unfairness,
, IU ,el ®orruption, in the treatment of the accused, 

o on y denied with strong expressions of abhorrence, 
iu by a specification of circumstances endeavoured to 
disprove. I t  was, however, affirmed, that Nuncomar was 
u°t au inhabitant of Calcutta at the time when the offence 
Was said to have been committed; but a prisoner brought 
mid detained there by constraint. The Chief Justice, on 

hu other hand, maintained that not only was no evidence 
0 this fact exhibited on the trial, but evidence to the 

contrary, and that not opposed. I t does indeed, appear, 
that an omission, contrary to the intent of the framers, in 
***•• Charter of Justice granted the Company in 17fiS, had 
afforded a pretext for that extension of jurisdiction over 
, . inhabitants of Calcutta, under which Impey sheltered 
himself. In establishing the c i v i l  court for the adminis
tration of the English laws, this charter expressly exec pted 

such suits as shall be between Indian native:.-, which 
" 'a ll be determined among themsolves, unless both parties 
consent.” i„  establishing' the p e n a l  court, the reservation 
oftho natives, having once been expressed, was not re
peated; and of this opening the servants ot the Company 
hud availed themselves, whenever they chose, to extend 
over tbe natives the penalties ot English law. That the 
intention of the charter was contrary, appeared by its 
•sanctioning a separate court, called the l'houjdnry, for tho

lf( f j t  • (fiT
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BOCIR-'Y. trial of all offences of the native inhabitants ; a court 
ciiaf. n. -which, under the intention of rendering natives, as well as
---------- English, amenable to the English criminal laws, would

177G. have been totally without a purpose.' Of the evidence it 
may fairly be observed, tha t though the forgery was com
pletely proved by the oaths of the witnesses to the pro- [ 
socution, it  was as completely disproved by the oaths of 
the witnesses to the defence ; that there was no such dif
ference in the character of the parties or their witnesses 
as to throw the balance greatly to either of the sides; and 
tha t the preponderance, if any, was too weak, to support 
an act of so much importance and delicacy, as the condem
nation of Nuncomar. E v e n  after the judgment, the case 
was not without a remedy ; the execution might have been 
stayed till the pleasure of the King was known, and A 
pardon might have been obtained. Tliis too the Court 
abi.olnti ly refiisod ; nml ) a ... ■ islmil with unrelenting deter
mination to the execution of Nunconiur ; who, on the 5th 
of August, with a tranquillity and firmness t hut now r were ' 
surpassed, submitted to his fate, not only amid the tears 
and lamentations, but the cries and shrieks of an extraor
dinary assemblage of his countrymen."

' At corclincly, tills Jurisdiction hiul hitherto been exercised with stoat timi
dity ; m ill  the consent of the government wns a l w a y s  i r k e d  t cioro the r ■ n - 
tonco was executed. In one case, und but one, there, had been u convicthm 
for forgery. but the prisoner was not execute.1—lie rccei\ oil« pardon. .See the 
Scronth Report of the Committee of 8c< rei v, In 1773, |>. 17.

* It h  true, that no clrcumstiinee in the administration of H astin g  lias been 
bu injurious to his reputation as the execution of Niuidcomur—whether right- 
fully so is a different question, 1-rout the moment that Numlnmar lcam o  
Hie object <*f Judicial llivc.siiifatlon, it would have 111 bt cuioc the u'oiemnr to 
have interfered—it v as not for him to Inter]'0 i Ins personal or official lullti- 
enee to arrest the course of the law, nor would it have mulled. The Sui renio 
Court was new to it" position, r.tronglv iiiipresied with n notion of its dignity , 
nm! s onsi lively jenit us of its power, i'i.e judges unuld Imre nt on re Indig
nantly ted any nlti nipt to bias their derisd n l or tin* ftit«>of Nm di nmnr, 
tin y arc ah- n rc-p- nsii 'c. ir Is pre ciitlv ndn.ilti d th-.t llu ■■ ! < • , i ord- 
inft’to law, A n d  tiio attempt to impeitch tlio Chief Justice, Mr lilij.ih linjiey, 
on this gruinid snl c no ntiv failed. It Is. therefore to be comlml* d, thm the 
sentence v.i- l . »iy a. vmdinr to law, and there can U- n.. doubt th.it the 
crime waa provi 1 The Infliction of the sentence, however, up '"  n native of 
In tiu, for an offal k c of which id* connlrvmon knew not Hu- pena tv. nml Idch 
luid Is cn < - inniittr <1 U-f.-rc the lull intiodmlion ot tin >e lav • vim li made it a 
Mi m| i rime-, was the a- sertlon of law at the cape n*C of liar , n ami hunnmliy

W ,th this Hastlncs nothing to do - tho fault, und « grievous on« it wn.i, 
re-i- with ;no JtuUfcv. Ihe uueMinn, a- it • •■ineni* tlit Governor. nv.m ls 
only the Shan- h r h id In the pmwt utton. Hid he In any way IliWp.ite ,.r 
eourtikc n? The pruaacuior wa* a partycouceriiod,a native, unconnected with 
the (inventor. Me may have tliouuht lie was doim •« »»>t unacceptable art in 
pi-r v.-utli’f: h per-mui untni uniat of tin tit ps. hut th.it wushUl i. i.llntf. I hern
......... i.H.-vity to lupposc that h< was urged on by Ifa'.tlnga: hi liad »TunM.i
'■fin* own to avenge, and needed no other instigation. There ts no inquire
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perhaps, enough to save the authors of fchis BOOK V- 
transaction, on the rigid interpretation of naked law. But c h a p . i i .
tlitjt all regard to decorum, to the character of the English --------- -
Government, to substantial justice, to the prevention of 
misrule, and the detection of ministerial crimes, was sacri
ficed to personal interest and personal passions, the im
partial inquirer cannot hesitate to pronounce.1

Among the regulations of tbe financial system, formed 
and adopted in 1772, under the authority of Mr. Hastings, 
the seventeenth article was expressed in the following 
words: tc That no Peshoar, Banyan, or other servant, of 
whatever denomination, of the collector, or relation or de- 
pciidani of any such servant, be allowed to farm lands, nor 
directly nor indirectly to hold a concern in any farm, nor 
to be security for any farmer ; and, if it shall appear that 
the collector shall have countenanced, approved, or con
i’1̂ 1 ±  * ln^ ' u l!f this regulation, ho shall stand ipso 

.inga: wear*-
tin,.,. ,1» “n<1 tllC only circumstance ujxm which the r u tuip.n n «r iia-
,.i,n Uic persecution of Kundcoumr, bo it P-Uuwunc bind up ji tho hitter's
r*; **'m- These were j referred «>i. the list: Mar ' , 177* <»ii the
at t'ie ' > - ,*h»winrrJ Nundeomar was arrested under u warrant of the Court 
is iliiTnn* of Mohun Pcrsuml. II. re Is certainly* m i- j.lel.uis colm-idcii. .v-but 
f i. . no other way of accminthu f"r it than by iinpututn.n* t a il tn tho 

Hastings? Ii u, I m m  capable ot met, euplnnnrlon as
11,‘" P  "Mntvinr- e x t ..: £ 1 u: . i'lH” .............. 1 r" *“
I I» Ft™1' “ " *  <U'I not then comincaie. Th.-) hull teffl iihtllutcJ l.-mru m 
r t ' ■ ..,wi'1,nill" AUanlnt. an, l Nun.i . :r. !■’ hu*l ta e l conllntal l.y tti- lint
I t " lll' r of Hi,-!m ... 1 lir mil h ,1 Ih-iK'f*. re I*. ■ «nt«;»<lcd, hut 
e t t . r . . <Uvv nlh.nc.l The 'tuj'i-eh... . . . a r t i  v ll .- i f  ' . t
JU vor• °<S*oU!r. 1774. 17ic fumed iu .u .m icn t luuj >’"c"  11 VJ?« .  !L*J“
fvrn.,1 co ,1.1 nut Ik- rc. * ,  I u»t I •" |a-.-r. ;o-n .c J U . .v
At n s "Prc.„o Court. .0.1 nitl.uul It i, • ->..t -ouM >-
ll.e : lir opportunity oftc- « .«!«, nr in the c : .... vm ait of l j . * n .

'i effective imirt < t ov.-r am!'lcrminer an«l «ao1 dc.'\er>, -•'>1 .• oil 
f lg ” » Court, a a  WM! * 3
theV?'*"-' ’ "f Iinvii, iron .tw inl.vcup I ' v u « ;  i-eted, o raco  t
■“ WWuciilio,,. „  prc^ 0l» ,j. liu. ,m n s h i  Inf. an-tl,
' , 1  *r •' Hie T i . t l i i t n . . . f  th o  Ii-. m c r  • .cttcrul htU  »•;; ' « J f ;  •» ’
... 1 w;.-. aeu.ii I rnueiit ii.lo an l.:-’u; emlent . -I r " , ,

' „t:,t tvl.i.:i ii H  m,t,luted Tl„ v O . n ' l i l t » . f  ul.tnm u-'o. },u'
to I.0VC been imuvt-i-iahlc , a.,d in tin a1 ,r  of“ ’" leuiiraj . . ,, „n l..... xco.itl a.,hit n  I- inatlfy Uic In, i"al o«^bo

r th lr ,.|y  a,Ivan,, l l.v but a...! ae-n.lnr.lv lull U -l. • i l t 'O ^ T  I ? , ™ " ?
' nr the pre< idhn t htft>.*s naainoi Mr Ilnstlni'^, and the I'rtKCii k 

u Cfiuavll. sl.* the I lrc tilli Ur;, .-: uf tlu Hvh t <’■ unniirca*. «« M  1 «
1 V ’K M d K :  I* .t ir ! .- / s  f l . a r i r t  •• • l l - i  th :  , > .. k . .tm l H y U n i  s  A _ •
' l|,‘- Klghtli Char o. with I hi Minutes -t Lvitl- n.-e , ii th*1 J rial* P- •' y 1 ' 1 

;ilul the Clmro - V,rit :• -t S.r ! l.J.th 1v..i •. . xh\\ .1 1 ic .he lieu. . •>! t ‘Umvn.
"> >*r »..n*er« K1J| it. in 171*7 . wltli the 1» « f Ium> -  in hi; > t" • -
r h.ii\T, f.rlr ted. win, jfi Apt i” ili\. y KiaVdalci In 17s- ' 1 >'• oxc* Htmn
ftn,l behaviour of jCrncfiim.i- sec a vorv lutrit«tiiu- <v ••iMif. viiitt'ii h\ tltc 
• ‘chit who Mn-crino 0 del. and printed in I> dUcy> Annnat lfo:;.*Uu for I7bb, 
lu 'torleai port, j . 1 W.



^ - E o S k v .  yizcfo dismissed from his collectorship.” These regulations 
chap. ir. had the advantage of being accompanied with a running
----------commentary, in a corresponding column of the very pag°

1776. which contained the text of the law; the commentary 
proceeding from the same authority as the law, and exhibit" 
ing the reasons on which it was founded. The commentary 
on the article in question, stated, that, “ If the collector* 
or any persons who partake of his authority, are permitted 
to be farmers of the country, no other persons will dure 
to be their competitors. Of course they will obtain tU® 
farms on their own terms. I t  is not fit that the servant® 
of the Company should be dealers with their masters. Thc 
collectors are checks on thc farmers. If they, theinselve* 
turn farmers, what checks can be found for them ? What 
security will thc Company have for their property? Or? 
where are the ryots to look for protection?” 1 Notwith
standing this law, it. appeared that Mr. Hustings’ 0W«‘ 
Banyan had, in tho year lft:J, pow»«•• lo<l. or wn-< onm.-ii.«*1 
in tho farm «>f no 1* .=» than nineteen pergunnnh.i, or diV 
tricts, ill difli-ront parts of Bengal, tho United rent-roll of 
■which was 13,33,664 rupees ; that in 177-1, tho ront-rull of 
tho territory so farmed was 13,46,152 rupees ; iu 1775. , 
13,G7,7GG rupees ; that in 1770, it was 13,88,340 rupees 1 
and in 1777, tho last year of the existing or quinquennial 
settlement,it was 14,11,88.1 rupees. It also appeared thati 
at the end of the second year, lie was allowed to r- limju. b 
three of the farms, on which there was an increasing rent* 
This proceeding was severely condemned bv the Director** y 
and Mr. Hustings himself, beyond affirming that he liad n't 
share in the profits, and that little or none wore made* 
alleged but little in its defence.1* 

i - : :t)t Report of the Committee uf Secrecy, in I77H ; neural CnunuituiioiiSf 
H th May. 1772, p. Ih.

,J Extra-t of liciiir.il Revenue Consultations, 17th Marth, 1775; ParlU' 
Ttieiitary Pup rs, printed in 17«7 ; hoc al o the ¥'iftn-nth • f tin c’l. e, , j , l -  
bltcd to l irlliuneut acalnst Wnrrojl Hnutlutf#. l."U . "n.l bin An n r to it»*> 
jmiiiv.-M i

I lure w i« nritltinfc to defend. The regulation applied to t’ <• n.itio aj-rnt 1' 
a collector,being Intended to obviate local influence ami inter, n r  'flu- U.uiy."1 
uf the Governor.Genera! rcaidiuw in CalvutH, r» nhnir faring - r 1* 111/  .v.ciiri<?

<1onc before he became the servant of .Mr. I la M ln ic ,  did uoi mm* uiul«r tM 
rr/u l «tion li w n  t 1 importance that he *.houtt I* :1'"' " «̂ tll

n V ’I.VpV’-.1* oVlVrr'iru->. md «»f “ j1 th c j .’o in j 'u ;,^  t i  v.int . .1

((ft)}) CCT
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P  I  - § L
For the affairs of tlio Nabob, and that part of the BOOK V. 

business o f  government, still transacted in his name, a chat, j i

substitute to Munny Begum, and to the plan, superseded ----------
by her removal, was urgently required. In their letter of I7rc' 
t he .Jrd of March, 1773, the Directors had declared Mo
hammed Kona Khan to be so honourably cleared of the 
suspicions and charges with which he had been clouded, 
and Nuncornar to be so disgraced by his attempts to 
destroy him, that they directed his son, who was no more 
than the tool of tlio father, to be removed from bis offico ; 
and Mohammed Reza Khan to be appointed in his stead.
I t  is remarkable, that tile Directors were so ignorant of the 
government of India, which it belonged to them to con
duct, that, they mistook tlio name of tho office of Gourdass, 
who was the agent for paying the Nabob’s servants, and 
tho substitute for Munny Begum, when any of the affidrs 
wore to be transacted to which the fiothm <»f the Nabob’s 
authority was still applied, for that of tho ollicur who was 
110 l!|oro than the iioad of the native clerks in the offico of
revenue at C alcuttu. AN In n they dina'Xd (lourdiis-i io lie
replaced by Molmmmi d Rc/.u, tln-y dintingui iliml liim by 
the title of Roy Koyan, and thence enlarged the ground of 
cavil aud dispute between the contending parties in the 
Oouqoil. Clavoriug, Francis, olid Monson, decided for 
Uniting, in the.hands of Mohammed RozaKhnn, tho func
tions which had been divided between Munny Begun, and 
Baja Gourdass ; and as Raja Gourdasd, notwithstanding tho 
prejudices against, his father, was recomment led by the Direc
tors to some inferior office, tho same party proposed to um Ice 
him Roy Roy an, and to remove Raja Bullub, tho son of J)oo- 
loob Ram, by whom that office had hitherto boon held.

As tho penal department of justice was ill-aduiinistcied 
in the present FoujVurv courts (that branch o f  th* lat 
arrangements lmd totally failed),and os the superintendence

Clici-k from a knowledge of the latipmj'es and of the c 'itnfry, • voiy llaU* 
to U- M;mv i.t the cha ,»:s of d im pium  aiul r )Uwon lu 1 **'0»r < m  il
from thU viurrc. Tin- i»rtn*-i|nil-» Mifferrd not . illy forjm-ii • '* " .,,ir ,

.
e x c e p t i o n  immaculate, is n o t  to  l x  1* -.1. «• ul.lerm : >• , ;-'L *l ’•
p e r io ra l p r e v a l e n c e  o f  c o r r u p t i o n ,  b u t  t l u l r  s e rv a n t* . • h'O c «i • • • > u * ‘ • 
w e r e  n o  d o u b t  accessible t o  b r ib e * ,  a n d  ib r. n u u t c i  . w o re  v io p o * i  u  to  -u u rc  
in  th e  I l l ic it  . N o  v b u rir *  o f  c o r n u  i - ' T  a / a lm -t  i l . 'S t n :  > Im i u v U . n -  
cvcr, Is u n e q u iv o c a l ly  made o u t ,  a n d  u l t o - .u . l i  In •■c:-«..b Id ! ' «• *®'
a n d  e x t r a v a g a n t ,  a n d  l i t t le  m r n p u lm i*  In ru U k ru  • ‘  r i u r .  • 1,1
l iu  m a y b e  n - i ju lU o d  o f  a l l  U a tp tllo ji u f  e iu U -h iS f! n l i u w l f  b y  t iw  M o iw io n  o i  
p r in c ip le s  ox o f  c o v e n a n t* .— W1 „<i I |



MS/BfSSsdv. of criminal justice, intrusted to the Governor-general, as 
c h a p . i i .  head of the Nizamut Adaulut, or Supreme Penal Court of
---------- Calcutta, loaded him with a weight of business, and of

li7G. responsibility, from which he sought to he relieved, the 
majority agreed to restore to Mohammed Roza Khan, the 
superintendence of penal justice, and of the native penal 
courts throughout the country ; and, for that purpose, to 
remove the seat pf the Nizamut Adaulut from Calcutta, 
back to Moorshedabad. Tho Governor-general agreed that 
the orders of tho Directors required the removal of 
Gourdass from the office which he held under Munny 
Begum, and the appointment to that office of Mohammed 
Ecza Khan ; but he dissented from all the other parts of 
tb s proposed arrangement; and treated the renewal of the 
till.; of Naib Subah, and the affectation of still recognising 
the Nabob’s government, as idle grimace. “ All the arts 
of puliev cannot/* he aid, “ conceal the power by which 
these provinces arc ruled, nor ■ n all the arts of sophistry 
avail to transfer tho responsibility to tho Nabob : when it 
is as visible as the light of tho sun, that, every act origi
nates from our own government, that tho Nabob is a mere 
pageant without the shadow of authority, and even his I 
mold consequential agouts receive their express nomina
tion from the servants of the Company.” 1 The op^sing 
party, however, thought it would be still politic, to up
hold the pretext of “ a country government,” for managing 
all discussions with foreign factories. And, if ultimately 
it  should, they My, “ be necessary to maintain the authority 
of the country government by force, the Nabob will call 
upon us for that assistance, which we are bound by treaty 
to afford him, and which maybe effectually employed in 
his name." That party possessed the majority of votes, 
and their schemes, of course,were carried into execution.-

* How fftv.in/o a lan^uafc this from the pen of the man who, Mil a i. v. 
months b*:foie, had icprojHmtcU tho power of the shadow of thh hii«ik»w tho 
Mall, s o i' g as too »:rt?at to v&iftt with tsalVtj to the Company tu i handa of

* ■' Mu! Krp .. of the Sc’i—t  Committee in I7*t; and the CunenlU-
iiont hi Nit A pp tn th , N'u. C.

i ^  _
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