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fidavit, and copies of fuch letters as have been fent relative to the 
prejudice of Captain Baird’s right to build on the bottom of the
Rochford, was read.

The Committee proceeding further in their enquiry refpedting 
the difputed claims to build on the bottom of the Rochford, Mr.
Henry Jofeph was called in, and being examined refpedting the 
fum of £200. Handing as a credit in Captain Baird’s account with 
him, he laid it was a fum prefented him by Captain Baird, as a 
compliment for having voted for his appointment to the com
mand, that when it was in contemplation to dilpofe of his fhares 
to Captain Baird, it was infilled, that the above fum fhould 
be confidered as fo much paid on acuount; that having fre
quently preffed Captain Baird to fettle the bufinefs, and having 
only received evafive anfwers, he difpofed of his property in the 
lit ip to Mrs. Willfon.

A T  A C O M M I T T E E  O F  S H I P P I N G ,
On Wednefday the 28th September, 1785.

The following report was made to the Court, viz.
The Committee taking into confideration the leveral references 

of Court on the requeft to build on the bottom of the fhip 
Rochford, and having had the parties before them, and received 
feveral papers in fupport of their different claims, the Committee 
meet with fo many difficulties and intricacies in the inveftigation 
of this bufinefs, that they are induced to report, as their opinion, 
that the Court do with-hold their permiffion for building on the 
bottom of the fhip Rochford till the difpute is fettled between the 
contending parties.

A T  A C O U R T  O F  D I R E C T O R S ,
Held on Wednefday the 28th September, 1785.

A report from the Committee of Shipping, dated this day, 
being read,

Refolved, That this Court will with-hold their permiffion for 
building on the bottom of the fhip Rochford, until the difpute 
between the contending parties claiming to build thereon lhall 
be fettled.

Vide App. On reading a letter from William Moffat, Efq. dated this day, fta- 
No- 537* ting that the Calcutta is in fo bad a Hate that the Owners decline 

fitting her for a voyage to India, therefore defiring to withdraw 
her tender, and offering a new fhip on her bottom, which will 
be launched in January next, for the Company’s fervice, on the 
terms of the other {hips of this feafon.

Ordered, That it be referred to the faid Committee, to ex
amine and report.

A T  A C O U R T  O F  D I R E C T O R S ,

Held on Thurfday the 29th September, 1785.

Vide App; Letter from Mr. Coll. Roddam, tendering the fhip Ravenfworth 
N°- S38, for the Company’s fervice, being read,

Ordered, That the faid letter be referred to the Committee of 
Shipping, to examine and report.
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A T  A C O U R T  O F  D I R E C T O R S ,

Held on Wednefday the 5th O&ober, 1785.

On reading the requeft of Mr. Gilbert Slater, that the Court Vide App, 
would re-confider the decifion by which the Owners of the late No. 539* 
fhip Pacifick are precluded from building on that {hip’s bottom,

Ordered, That the faid requeft be referred to the Committee 
of Shipping, to examine and report.

A T  A C O M M I T T E E  O F  S H I P P I N G ,

On Wednefday the 19th October, 1.785.

Report of the progrefs of fhips building for the Company's Vida App, 
fervice, dated 12th inftant, and figned by Mr. Gilbert Feigufon, No. ->4°* 
was laid before the Committee.

A T  A C O U R T  O F  D I R E C T O R S ,

Held on Wednefday the 19th October, 1785.

On reading a letter, from the Owners of the Royal Biftiop, ten- Vide App. 
dering that lllip for a fecond voyage to India or China, No. 541,

. v Ordered, That it be referred to the Joint Committee of Cor- 
refpondence and Shipping, to examine and report.

On reading the memorial of Mr. George Thomfon, praying the vide App.
Court to fufpend giving permiffion to build on the bottom of the No* 54»«
Caicuttta, or employing any other ihip in her ftcad, until the 
decifion of the Court of Chancery on the claims of the memo- 
rialift, refpe<fting his right to the bottom of that Ihip, ftiall be 
known ; alio

Letter from Sir Richard Hotbam, dated the 12 th in ft. fub- Vide App. 
mining to the Court the juftice of taking up the Ihip York, at No> 543- 
her builders meafurement,

Ordered, That the faid memorial and letter be referred to the 
Committee of Shipping, to examine and report.

A T  A C O M M I T T E E  O F  S H I P P I N G ,

On Thurfday the 20th Obtober, 1785.
. ; V • '' : .!-C I V * . . 1 ■ •«

Letter from John Cowan, Efq. and Captain William Mears, Vide App. 
referred the 19th inft. ftating that the Ihip Royal Biftiop has been No‘ 54i. 
fold at public lale, and again bought by feveral of the Owners 
who before held Ihares in that Ihip, and offering her for a voyage 
to India on the fame terms as the other Hiips of this feafon, was 
read.7

The Committee took into confideration the reference of Court Vide App. 
of the 28th of laft month, on the letter from William Moffat, Efq. No. 537.' 
rep relenting that the Calcutta is fo bad that the Owners decline

fitting

\• ■ y



/ n

f( f j • <SL
‘ . " 'sSi'-l

[ 228 ]

fitting: her for a voyage to  India, and offering a new lhip on that 
bottom, to be launched in the month of January next The 
Committee likevvife confidered the requeft of Captain George 

VidcApp. Thomfon referred the 19th in ft. hating that the hufbandmg 
JSO. 542. t^e 0JJ ^jp was î eid in  truft for him, and defiring that leave to

build may be fufpended for the prefent. .
Vide App. Mr. Moffat having alfo laid before_ the Committee tac confen 
No. 544, of the majority of Owners for his building on the Calcutta. 1 he 

- 54S* Committee, on confulting the Company’s Solicitor theteon, re
ported their opinion to the Court, that upon Mr. Moffat s en- 
sacinv that the fhip ihall be launched in the month of January 
next, fhe be taken up for one voyage only; and, if the prefent 
claim fhould be adjufted, that the Calcutta be then grafted on the 
general lift of fhips in the fervice.

A T  A C O M M IT T E E  O F C O R R E S P O N D E N C E ,

The 26th O a o b e r ,  1785.

The Committee offer it to the Court, as their opinion, that 
the following fhips be taken up, viz.  ̂ Commanders.

The Earl Cornwallis - 755 Capt. Burnet Abercrombie
: Pieot - - 758 Robert Morgan

Royal Charlotte - 758 Jofiah Piyce
New fhip in the room of the 1 William Thomfon

Calcutta - i /

» Hr A T  A C O U R T  O F  D I R E C T O R S ,

Held on Wednefday the 26th October, 1785.

A report from the Committee of Shipping, dated the 20th inft.

 ̂ Refolved*, That upon Mr. Whlliam Moffat’s engaging that the 
new fhip in the room of the Calcutta fhall be launched m the 
month of January next, fhe be taken up for one voyage only; and 
if the pref ent claim fhould be adjufted, that the Calcutta be then 
grafted on the general lift of fhips in the fervice.

A report from the Committee of Correfpondence, dated this ' -y

daRefolved by the ballot, That the following fhips be taken up
andftationcd for China, viz. ^  Commanders.

The Earl Cornwallis - 755 Capt. Burnet Abercrombie
PisTOt . - 758 Robert Morgan
Royal Charlotte - 7 58 Jofiah Pryce
New fhip in the room of the j  William Thomfon

Calcutta - J
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A T  A C O U R T  O F  D I R E C T O R S ,
4> ■ (. . '

Held on Wednefday the 2d November, 1785.

Letter from Mr. William Moffat, fignifying that the new {hip Vide App. 
ih.the room of the Calcutta, cannot be got ready for this feafon, No. 546, 
was read.

Letter from Mr. James Farquharfon, Rating his reafons for Vide App. 
requefting that the Court will confider him as the Managing No> 547- 
Owner of the new {hip, building in the room of the Prime, be
ing read,

Ordered, That the above letter be referred to the Committee 
of Shipping, to examine and report.

A T  A C O M M I T T E E  O F  S H I P P I N G ,

OnTuefdaythe 8th November, 1785.

The following reports were made to the Court.

The Committee having taken into consideration the reference 
of Court of the 5th laft month, on the requeft of Gilbert Sla- Vide App. 
ter, Elq. that the Court Would re-confider their decifion, whereby No-S39*

|  ̂ the Owners are precluded from building on the bottom of the
Pacifick; and, having examined the feveraltranfa&ions refpe&ing 
this {hip, do find that by the 41ft By-Law it was ordained, that Vide App. 
if after the reduction of the tonnage to 45,000 tons, a Commander No' 4&9*' 
fhould die on the {hip’s fourth voyage, the bottom to drop.

That Captain Barclay, of the Pacifick, died the 14th Auguft,
1774, the {hip being then abroad on her fourth voyage, and the 
tonnage, at that period in the lervice, about 50,000 tons.

That immediately preceding the arrival of the Pacifick, which 
was on the 17th September, 1775, the tonnage was reduced to be
tween 44 and 45,000 tons.

That on the late Mr. Slater’s application to build on the bot
tom, it was pronounced by a report from this Committee on the 

, 3d May, 1780, and confirmed by another report on the 17th pf
that month, that the faid {hip under the 41ft By-Law, was a 

r lapled bottom.
That the {hip Deptford, which Mr. Slater mentions as a pre

cedent in favour of his prefent requeft, was on the 8th Novem-- 
ber, 1776, pronounced a lapfed bottom, in confequencc of the 
death of Captain Tryon, who commanded her on her fourth 
voyage, but on re-confidering that refolution on the 10th De
cember, 1779, the Owners were allowed to build a {hip in her 
room.

That the Grofvenor, another Blip alluded to by Mr. Slater, was 
loft on her laft voyage, and the Commander, it is luppofed, did 
not longfurvive that misfortune ; the Owners of which ihip expe
rienced the Court’s indulgence, by being permitted, on the 21ft 
December, 1784, to build on that bottom.

That the 41ft By-Lawr was repealed on the 23d March, and 22d 
June laft, and

M m m That
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That the Pacifick is the only bottom which is now pronounced 
lapfed under that By-Law,

The Committee, after Bating thefe facts, beg leave to -obferve, 
that as the reduftion of the tonnage when this By-Law was made, 

o was an object with the Legislature as well as the Company, it is
poffible the fpirit of the By-Law might be more confidered than 
the ftrift letter of it j this By-Law is now repealed, and as the 
prefent extenfion of the Company’s trade mu ft neceffarily employ 
a greater number of Blips, the Committee apprehend this confidera- 
tion, in addition to the fadts before Bated, may induce the Court 
to comply with Mr. Slater’s requeff, and permit him to build a 
fhip on the Pacifick’s bottom, to be confidered in turn to be taken 
up for the leafon 1787.

The Committee in confequence of the reference of Court of 
10th AugUft lad, have examined into the ids of the (hip Major, 
by fire off Culpec, April 1 784., and having had before them 
the copy of the examination by a Board of Enquiry, held at Cal
cutta on 29th November, 1784, by order of the Governor General 
and Council, with the Board’s unanimous opinion thereon.
It appears, that in the a6t of fumigating the (hip, to deftroy the 
vermin, with which the Blip was greatly in felted, the faltpetre 
took fire, by which means the Blip blew up and was entirely de- 
ftroyed. It like wife appears, that Mr. John Barfoot, the Chief 
Mate, was the commanding officer on board at that time, and the 
aft of fumigating the Blip was carried on under his direftions, in 
confequence of orders he had received before from his commander; 
and, that neither Captain Arthur, Mr. Barfoot, or the Surgeon, 
appear to have been acquainted with the inflammable properties of 
faltpetre in its crude Bate.

In regard to the Owners building on the bottom of the Major, 
the Committee offer to the Court, as their opinion, that this Blip 
Biould be among the firB which may have leave to build for 1787.

As the tonnage taken up this feafon for the imports from China 
greatly exceed what this Committee could have had in contem
plation on. the 1 zth Oftober, 1784, when they fubmitted to the 
Court, that not lefs than feventy Blips were at that time ne- 
ceffary for the Company’ s feryice; and as it will be prudent to *
avoid, in future, the inconveniencies which may refult from em
ploying Blips, after they have performed their four regular voy
ages, or taking up others not built purpofely for the ferviee.

°The Committee with this view offer, as their opinion, that it 
•will be proper to have three lets of (hipping of about thirty 
each fet.

That the number of Blips building for 17S6, with thole ex- 
pefted to arrive, will be fufiicient for the exports of next feafon.

And that it may be proper for the Court to give leave to the 
next eight Blips to build, and to be confidered in turn for the year 
1787, in this number the Committee mean to include the Pacifick; 
allb the Roehford, if the difputed claim for building on the latter 
ihould be determined between the different parties in time. The 
Blip Duke of Grafton, partly under the lame defeription will, 
if that conteBed point is fettled, be confidered under the Court’s 
prefent orders as a Blip of 1786.

5 The
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The Committee having, purfuarit to reference of Court of the y iJeA!7 
19th October laft, confidered the letter from Sir Richard Ho- ^0C 
tham; fubmitting to the Court the juftice of chartering the 
York, at 867 tons, her builders meafurement; do report, that 

• the York is precifely under the fame predicament with the fhips
Lord North, Royal Charlotte, Southampton and Stormont, which 
fhips having compleated their voyages, or been fold out of the 
fervice, are this year, under the preffing demand for tonnage, 
again taken into the fervice, and chartered at the fame tonnage as 
on former voyages, notwith(landing it falls greatly fhort of their 
a£tual meafurement. That the new fhips which are built under 
the dimenfions fettled by the Court, meafure near Boo tons, and 
are neverthelefs conftantly chartered at 755 tons. For thefe reafons, 
and the confideration that the Court’s acquiefcence in Sir Richard’s 
requeft, would be -introducing a prefident which might operate 
much againft the intereft of the Company, the Committee offer, 
as their opinion, that his requeft be not complied with.

A T  A C O U R T  O F  D I R E C T O R S ,

Held on Tuefday the 8th November, 1785.

A certificate that the attachment lately made in the Company’s 
hands of the monies and effeCts of William Thomfon, William 
Moffat, and others, Owners of the Calcutta, h t the fuit of Sir 
Charles Raymond, Bart, was withdrawn on the 5th inft. being 
laid before the Court,

Ordered, That the proper officers do take the neceffary care 
therein.

Two reports from the Committee of Shipping, dated this day, 
being read,

Refolved, That the requeft of Sir Richard Hotham for the fhip 
York, to be chartered at 867 tons, her builders meafurement, be 
not complied with.

Refolved, That Gilbert Slater, Efq. be permitted to build a fhip 
on the bottom of the Pacifick, to be confidered in turn, to be taken 
up for the feafon 1787.

The Committee of Shipping in  another report, alfo dated this 
day, and now read, ftating to the Court, that having examined 
into the lofs of the fhip Major, by fire off Culpee, the 22ft 
April, 1784, it appears that in the a& of fumigating the fhip, to 
deftory the vermin, with which fhe was greatly infefted, the 
faltpetre took fire, by which means the fhip blew up, and was 
entirely deftroyed. That Mr. John Barfoot, the Chief Mate, was 
the commanding officer on board, at that time, and the a6t of 
fumigating the fhip was carried on under his directions, in con- 
fequence of orders he had received before from his commander, 
and that neither Captain Arthur, Mr. Barfoot, nor the Surgeon, 
appear to have been acquainted with the inflammable properties of 
faltpetre in its crude ftate.

Refolved,

cav
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Refolved, That this Court do approve the faid report, and that 
Conformably to the latter part thereof, the lhip Major be amor;;; 
the firft which may have leave to build for 1787.

The Committee of Shipping, in a further report, like wife dated 
this day, and now read, ofFereng to the Court, as their opinion, 
that it will be proper to have three fets of {hipping, of about; 
thirty each let.

That the number of Chips building for 1786, with thofe ex
pended to arrive, will be fufficient for the exports of next feaion.

And that it may be proper for the Court to give leave to the 
next eight Blips to build, and to be confidered in turn for the 
year 1787, including in that number the Pacifick; alfo the 
Rochford, if the difputed claim for building on the latter fhouki 
be determined between the different parties in time ; and that the 
ftlip Duke of Grafton, partly under the fame defeription, will, 
if that contefted point be fettled, be confidered under the Court’s 
prefent order, as a ihip of 1786,

Refolved, T h at this r ourt do agree in opinion with the faid 
Committee.

Vide App. On reading the requeft of Alexander Hume, Efq. for leave to 
No. 548. build on the bottom of the Fox,

Vide App. Letter from Mr. James Dundas, requeuing the Court will poil- 
. 549* pone, fora few days, their determination or Mr. Farquharfon’s

application for leave to build on the bottom oi the Prime ; and 
Rating, that under the Court’s perrnifiion, addrefifed to Charles 
Dundas, Efq. a keel is now actually laid on the bottom of that 
ihip; alfo

Vide App. Letter from Meitrs. Anthony Brough and Thomas Brown, ten- 
N°. 5S°* dering the fhips Olive Branch, and Wyndham for the Company's 

fervice.
Ordered, That the faid requeft and letters be referred to the 

Coqarnittee of Shipping, to examine and report.
■ v ' -C, •: ''*7*yi

A T  A C O U R T  O F  D I R E C T O R  S,

Held on Wednefday the x 6th November, 1785.

Vide App. On reading a letter from Mcffrs. Anthony Brough and The*
No*. i i u mas Brown* Rating the advantages which will arile from the 

Company’s accepting their tender of two Blips for China,

Vide App. Letter from the Owners of the Tartar, renewing the tender of 
No. 552. that Chip,

Vide App. Letter from Mr. William Curtis, tendering the Chip L ’Adlion- 
No- 553* naire, for the Company’s fervice,

Vide App. Letter from Meffrs. Camden and Calvert, tendering the fhip 
No. 554. Ranger,

V-," Letter
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Letter from Sir Richard Hotham, Rating feveral reafons in YTe App. 
fupport,of his claim for the {hip York, to be taken up at her °-5SS« 
builders meafurement; and

Letter from Mr. Charles Dundas, dated the nthinftant, fig- 
nifying that in confequence of the Court’s permiffion, he has 
contracted with a builder for a new {hip in the room of the 
Prime, the keel of which is laid ;

Ordered, That the above letters be referred to the Committee 
of Shipping, to examine and report.

j)v . . \ . A b , y vy'jv' j'!’. j, j i > [ >"'% i  - 'J  C , y / i  ' • \

A T  A C O U R T  O F  D I R E C T O R S ,

Held on Tuefday the 22d November, 1785.

On reading a letter from Meffrs. Anthony Brough and Thomas Vide App.
Brown, requefting an anfwer to the late tender of two (hips for No* -557*

< the Company’s fervice, and offering them for fale to the Com
pany, in cafe it fhould' be more convenient to purchafe them,

Ordered, That it be referred to the Committee of Shipping, 
to examine and report.

A T A  C O M M I T T E E  O F  S H IP P IN G ,

On Wednefday the 23d November, 1785.

The Committee having taken into confideration the reference Vide App. 
of Court of the 16th inft. on the letter from Sir Richard Hotham, No< 5SS*
Rating feveral reafons in fupport of his claim, that the York 
may be taken up at her builders meafurement; and the Com
mittee having likewife very maturely reconfidered their report of 
the 8th inft. on a former requeft from Sir Richard Hotham, on 
the fame fubjeCt, the Committee reported to the Court, that they 
fee no reafon to depart from the opinion which they then fub- 
mitted to the Court, that Sir Richard’s requeft be not complied 
with.

A T  A C O U R T  O F  D I R E C T O R S ,

Held on Wednfday the 23d November, 1785*

A report from the Committee of Shipping, dated’ this day, 
being read,

Refolved, That this Court fee no reafon to depart from their 
opinion, that the requeft of Sir Richard Hotham for the fhip 
York to be taken up at builders meafurement, be not complied 
with.

A T  A C O M M I T T E E  O F  S H I P P I N G ,

On Friday the 25th November, 1785.

Purfuant to references of Court of the 8th, 16th, and 22d in ft. Yide App. 
the Committee confidered the letters from Meffrs. Anthony No‘ 5S°»
B ro u g h  and T h o m a s  B ro w n , o fferin g  th e  ftlips M a rq u is  o f  L a n f-  55I,S:>7'

N n n  d o w n
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down of 760 tons, and the Wyndham of 750 tons builders mea
surement, for a voyage to China, at £22 per ton, to be navi
gated by the ufual number of men, and to be commanded by 
gentlemen properly qualified according to the rulcs'of the Service; 
and Signifying that thofe Ships were built at Archangel in 1783 ; 
alfo requesting an ah liver to their propofals as loon as can be 
conveniently determined ; and Should it be found a greater laving 
to the Company to boy thole ihips, they offer them for Sale , with 
all their Stores and materials in the State they now are for£4509. 
each, and 'Stating the Saving it would be to the Company, and 
the advantage gained by the Surplus tonnage :

And the Committee reported, as their opinion, to the Court, 
that the tenders of the Ships Marquis of Lanidown and Wynd
ham be not accepted, being built of fir, and on that account are 
not So eligible for the Company’s employ as Ships built of oak, 
and thofe purpofeh for the Service,

A T  A C O M M I T T E E  OF  C O R R E S P O N D E N C E ,

The 25th November, 1785.

The Committee offer it to the Court, as their opinion, that the 
Ship Royal Bifh'op, 720 tons, Captain William Meals, he taken 
up for China dire6t, in the room of the new Ship, building on 
the bottom of the Calcutta, as it appears the latter cannot be 
got ready in time,

A T  A C O U R T  O F  D I R E C T O R S ,

Held on Wednefday the 30th November, 1785.

A report from the Committee of Shipping, dated the 25th infb. 
being read, _ 1

Refolved, That the tenders of the lliips Lanfdown and Wynd
ham be not accepted, thole Ships being built of fir, and on that 
account not fo eligible for the Company’s employ as Ships built 
of oak, and thofe purpofdy for the Service.

A report from the Committee of Correspondence, dated the 
25th infh being alfo read,

Refolved unanimously, That the Ship Royal Bishop, 720 tons,
Captain William Mears, he taken up for China direct:, in the 
room of the new Ship building on the bottom of the Calcutta, 
as it appears the latter cannot be got ready in time.

A T  A C O U R T  O F  D I R E C T O R S ,

Held on Tuefday the 6th December, 1785.

\Voe 'Wp' Letter from Mr. A. Brough, dated the 2d in lb. being read, Sla- 
°‘ 5j‘ ting that he will undertake to Save to the Company .£150,000. 

per annum in freight, and that Should his propofal be Speedily 
accepted, he purpoies to have 40 fail of Ships ready to proceed 
to India next feafon ;

1 Ordered, *
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Ordered, That it be referred to the Committee of Shipping, 
to examine and report.

A T  A C O M M I T T E E  O F  S H I P P I N G ,

On Thurfday the 7th December, 1785.

The following report was made to the Court.
Purfuant to references of Court of the 6th inft. and this day, the Vide App,

Committee have confidered the letters from Anthony Brough, No’ 55^
Efq. offering to build in Great Britain, for the Company’s fervice, S5<*' 
eighty fhips (or as many as the fervice may require) at the fol
lowing rates of freight, viz.

To China alone £22. per ton"]
Madras and China 23. J- for the ift and 2d voyages.
All other parts 24, J

and
T o China alone £20. Per ton }

Madras and China 21. v for the 3d and 4th voyages.
All other parts 23. J

by which he hates that the Company will make a faving in their 
freights of £150,000. per annum.

The Committee therefore have diredted the proper officers to 
prepare for their information, the contradfs for fhips of 755 
tons and 1000 tons, particularizing the ufual mode of conftrudt- 
ing and repairing the laid fhips, the dimenfions of their malts and 
yards, the fails, rigging, anchors, and cables, with their refpedtive 
Weights and fizes, and the neceffary ftores of all forts to be put 
on board to guard againft accidents upon fuch long voyages, 
the number or hands by which they are to be navigated, and 
the officers and tradefmen employed on boil’d according to the 
eftablilhed rules of the fervice.

A T  A C O U R T  O F  D I R E C T O R S ,

Held on Wednefday the 7th December, 1785.

The Committee of Shipping, in a report dated this day, now 
read, dating that they have confidered the letter from Anthony 
Brough, Efq. referred to them on the 6th inft. and that they 
have directed fundry papers therein-mentioned to be prepared 
for his information ;

Refolved, That the Committee of Shipping be defired to deliver 
the faid papers to Mr. Brough accordingly.

A T  A C O U R T  O F  D I R E C T O R S ,

Held on Tuefday the 13th December, 1785.

On reading feveral requefts,
Ordered, That the papers mentioned in the requefts of Mr. W il- yide app- 

liam Moffat and Mr. Robert Williams, be produced on the arbi- N o. 560, 
tration, as to the right of building on the bottom of the Rochford. -56i>

The
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Vide App. The requeft of Mr. William Moffat, for leave" to build two 
' No. 56a. Blips on the bottoms of the Refolution and Calcutta, being

Vide App. Letter from Mr. James Margetfon, tendering a fhip for the

Ordered, That the above requeft and letter be referred to the 
Committee of Shipping, to examine and report.

A T  A C O M M I T T E E  O F  S H I P P I N G ,

On Tuefday the 20th December, 1785.

Vide App. An account of the progrefs of fhips building for the Company’s
No. 5P4. fervice, dated the 13th. inft. and figned by Mr. Gilbert Fer- 

gufon, was laid before the Committee.
■ • 1 • ' .iTTh v ;h ? ;'•/ ; - ' , 51

A T  A. C O  U R T  O F  D I R E C T O R S ,

.Held on Wednefday the 21 ft December, 1785.

Vide App. On reading a letter figned by the Owners of Shipping, referring
No, 565.2 to their letter of the 15th June laft, and requefting that the Court: 

will comply with the fame ;
Ordered, That it: be referred to the Committee of Private Trade, 

to examine and report.

Vide App. On reading a letter from Mr. A. Brough, offering a fhip for the
No. 566. C o m p a n y ’ s fe rv ic e , on th e  term s lp e c ifie d  in h is la te  tender; a lfo ,

Vide App. The requeft of Mr. Charles Dundas, that the Company’s Sur-
No, 567. veyors may be directed to examine the keel of the new fhip, build

ing by him, in the room of the Prime, in order that the fame may
be com pleated ;

Ordered, That the faid letter and requeft be referred to the 
Committee of Shipping, to examine and report.

A T A C O M M I T T E E  O F  P R I V A T E  T R A D E ,

On Friday the 30th December, 1785.

y.(, . The Committee refumed the confederation of the allowances
No, 2l-y* proper to be required from the Owners of the lhips taken up in 

the year 1782 (agreeable to a claufe inferred in the Charter-Parties 
of that feafon) in refpeft of the faving in the premium of in- 
furance at the commencement of the peace, and an eftimate of the / 
expences of a Blip’s outfit, which was laid before the Joint Com- 

*ifi&  App. mittee of Correlpondence and Shipping, at the time of taking
N o. 267. up the faid fhips, in which the infurance is Bated at 40 per cent.

and to cover the premium being referred to, the faid claufe in 
the Charter-Party, being read and confidered, and all the circuni- 
ftances of the cafe duly weighed,

, .Refolved,

T /  7 : V  * ^
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Refolved, That a report be drawn out, with the affifiance of 

the Solicitor, dating to the Court the particulars of the proceed
ings on taking up the ihips of the feafon 1782, and of the laving 
to the Owners in the article of infurance, by the peace .taking 
place, previous to the (hips failing; and, that a proposal fhould 
be made to the Owners to fettle the accounts w ith the following
allowances to the Company, viz.

£, 6000 for each {hip oh her firft voyage 
5000 ditto - fecorid ditto
3800 ditto * third ditto
1900 ditto - fourth ditto

A T  A C O U R T  O F  D I R E C T O R S ,

Held on Friday the 30th December, 1785.

On reading a letter from Mr. A. Brough, tendering the drip Vide App.
Madona for die Company’s fervice ; and,

l etter from Melds. Timothy and William Curtis, tendering Vide A»p. 
the {hip True Briton for a voyage to China; . No. 519.

Ordered, That they be referred to the Joint Committee of Cor- 
rcfpondence and Shipping, to examine and report.

A T  A C O M M I T T E E  O F  S H I P P I N G ,

On Wednesday the 4th January, 1786,,

The Committee having in a report of the 7th of lad month, ac
quainted the Court that they had confidered the letters from An
thony Brough, Efq. offering to build eighty (hips for the Com
pany’s fervice, on the terms therein-mentioned, and h.id dimeter 
the proper officers to prepare contra&s and other particulars re se tt
ing the (lores and the number of perfons to navigate the ihips, ac
cording to the eftablidled rule of the fervice; fubmittedto the Court s 
confideration the following papers, laid before them by Capt John 
Oliver, and Mr. Gabriel Snodgrafs, in. confequenee thereof, viz.

An e d im a te  o f  the expence o f  building and fitting out a (hip o f  Vide App.
1000 tons, for the Company’s fervice jX'°- 57°.

An edimate of the difference in the expences ot fitting om a No. 571. 
fhm of tons, and one of 1 0 0 0  tons; . . .

Contraft . for building a (hip of 799 tons, chartered by the No. s'72.
Company at 7 55 tons ; and

C o n t r a a  fo r  a (h ip  of 1000 to n s. No. 573.

A T  A C O M M I T T E E  O F  P R I V A T E  T R A D E ,

On Wednefday the 4th January, 1786.

Purfuant to references of Court of the 15th June, and 2nd De- Vide APP. 
cember lad, on two letters figned by feveral Managing Owners ot No. 565- 
ShTppine, and addreffed to the Chairman ; the former dating, 
tha notwithdanding the dipulations m Charter-Party reipedting 
the payment of freight, feveral large balances remain unliquidated 
upon (hips that have been at home between two and three years 
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or upwards, and defiring that orders may be given for the pay
ment of their demands; and the latter referring to the former 
letter, and defiring it may be taken into confideration, and that their 
requeft may be complied with ; the faid letters were read, and 
the Committee finding that feveral fhips accounts are, at this 
time, unfettled; but that the greateft part of the freight has been 
paid to the Owners of all the lhips, except thofe which arrived in 
the year 1785 (none of which have been cleared quite eight 
months) and that the caufe of the accounts not being finally 
clofed, and the balances paid is, that at the death of the late Clerk 
to the Committee, the bufinefs of the freight office was confider- 
ably behind; that fince his death, not only the bufinefs has in- 
creafed, but there have been fewer perfons tocondudl it, and only 
two who have been long enough in the office to acquire fuch a 
knowledge in it as to be able to give any alfiftance in the material 
part. It alfo appearing to the Committee that there are feveral 
other branches in that office, exclufive of making up the lhips 
freights, but which are lo connected with it, as to make it im- 
poflible to feparate them; and which alfo, owing to the inex
perience of the junior part of the office, have been tranfa&ed by 
the Clerk to the Committee, and the perfon immediately under 
him; and, confequently, prevent that progrefs which he would 
otherwife be able to make in the ihip’s accounts. The Committee 
having confidered the above circumftances,

Agreed, To report the fame to the Court, and that being de- 
firous of giving the Owners every relief in their power, on the 
fubjedt of their letters, they have given directions to their Clerk 
to proceed with the utmolf diligence in the bufinefs of fettling 
the accounts, and to give it, upon all occafions, the preference 
to all other bufinefs whatever, till they fhall be compleated; or, 
at leaft, brought into as great forwardnefs? as the nature of them 
will admit.

A T  A C O U R T  O F  D I R E C T O R S ,

Held on Wednefday the 4th January, 1786.

The Committee of Shipping, in a report dated this day, fub- 
mitting to the Court’s confideration feveral papers laid before 
them by Captain John Oliver and Mr. Gabriel Snodgrals, in con- 
fequence of the letters from Anthony Brough, Efq. offering to 
build eighty lhips for the Company’s fervice,

Ordered, That the faid papers do lay for the Court’s confidera
tion till next week.

Vide App. On reading a letter from George M. Macaulay, Efq. requeuing 
No- 574* the Court’s indulgence for a few more days, for the repairs of the 

Pitt,
Ordered, That it be referred to the Committee of Shipping, to 

examine and report.

-  A T
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a t  a  c o m m i t t e e  o f  s h i p p i n g ,

On Wednesday the n th  January, 1786*

An  account of the pcogref. df ihips buUdmg for the Company's Vide A *, 
fervice, dated the 6th in it  and figned by Mr. Gilbert Fcrgulon, 
was laid before the Committee.

The Committee, in confequence of the reference of Comt o! the vide APP*
■ th in ft ant, confidered the letter from George M. Macaulay, Elq. No. 574. 
requefting the Court’s indulgence for fourteen days more, for 
the repairs of the Pitt, arid reported, as their opinion, to the Court 
that Mr. Macaulay’s requeft be complied with; on condition or 
the Owners being anfwerable for any inconvenience 01 bad con
fequence that may arife to the Company thereby.

A T  A C O U R T  O F  D I R E C T O R S ,

Held on Wednefday the n th  January, 1786.

The Court taking into cdpderation the papers fubmitted to 
them laft week from the Committee of Shipping, on the iobject
of Mr. Brough’s propofals; ... iy . ,

I * 1 | Ordered, T h a t  th e  Secretary do tranfmit to Mr. Brough, co
nies o f  th e  C h a r te r- P a r t ie s  o f  (hips o f  755 and 1000 tons, to
g e th e r  w ith  an  a c c o u n t o f  th e  q u a n tity  o f provifions and itores

I  w I ufed in (hips of that tonnage.

A report from the Committee of Shipping, dated this day,
"L * ' I

"Refolved, That fourteen days more be allowed for the repairs 
of the Pitt, the Owners being anfwerable for any inconvenience 
that may arife to the Company thereby.

A T  A C O U R T  O F  D I R E C T O R S ,

Held on Wednefday the 18th January, 1786.

Letter from Anthony Brough, Efq. dated this day, being read, vide App. 
earneftly defiring an anfwer to his tender of the yth December; No.

Ordered, That it be referred to the confederation ol the Conq- 
mittee of the whole Court, to be held on Friday next,

Letter from Meflrs. Timothy and William Curtis, dated this vide APP. 
dav’ renewing their tender of the (hip True Briton, which is No. 577. 
now ready for the Surveyors infpe£|ion; and

Thomas Newby, Efq. dated this day, tendering the fnip Prince vide APPt 
George, burthen 700 tons, to the Company, being read, No. 57».

Ordered, That the faid letters be referred to the Joint Committee 
of Correspondence and Shipping, to examine and report.

On reading a letter from the Managing Owners of Shipping, 
dated this day, fubmitting to the Court, that they jhould be al
lowed an increafe of freight, if the importation of China-ware 
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is to be difcontinued, and advifing the Court not to difcontinue 
the fame.

Ordered, That it be referred to the Joint Committee of Ware- 
houfes and Shipping, to examine and report.

A T  A C O M M IT T E E  O F  T H E  W H O L E  C O U R T ,

The 20th January, 1786.

The following papers were read, viz.
The order of Court of the 18th inftant.
Letters from Mr. Brough of the 2d and 7th ultimo.

Vide App. A report from the Committee of Shipping, of the 7th ult. and 
No. 55S, the minutes of Court of the fame day.
559' A report from the Committee of Shipping, of the 4th inft. and
Vide App. t l̂e minutes of Court of the 4th and 1 ith inft.
No. 570.* A letter from Mr. Brough of the 18th inft.

It was then on a motion,
Refolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that an 

advertifement be drawn up to receive tenders, for fhips to be taken 
up the enfuing feafon.

The following advertifement was approved, viz.

“  Eaft-India Houfe, 20th January, 1786.”
“  The Court of Directors of the United Company of Mer- 

“  chants of England, trading to the Eaft-Indies, do hereby give 
“  notice: That they are ready to receive propofals, in writing, at 
“  any time on or before the 3d of February next, from any per- 
“  fons, on what terms and conditions they are willing to let their 
“  ftiips to China and all parts of the Eaft-Indies, for one or 
“  more voyages, to be chartered at builders contract tonnage, and 
“  the kintledge to be confidered as part thereof; and that the 
“  fame be feverally fealed up, and left with the Secretary, in 
“  order to be laid before this Court.”

A T  A C O U R T  O F  D I R E C T O R S ,

Held on Friday the 20th January, 1786.

The Chairman reported from the Committee of the whole 
Court, that they had agreed to the following advertifement, 
which was read and approved, viz.

“ Eaft-India Houfe, 20th January 1786.

“  The Court of Directors of the United Company of Mer- 
“  chants of England, trading to the Eaft-Indies, do hereby give i
“  notice : That they are ready to receive propofals, in writing,
“  at any time on or before the 3d February next, from any per- 
“  fons, on what terms and conditions they are willing to let 
“  their fhips to China, and all parts of the Eaft-Indies, for one 
“  or more voyages, to be chartered at builders contradt tonnage,
“  and the kintledge to be confidered as part thereof; and that 
“  the fame may be feverally fealed up and left with the Secretary,
“  in order to be laid before this Court.”

5 A T
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A T  A C O U R T  O F  D I R E C T O R S *

Held on Wednefday the 25th January, 1786.

On reading a letter from Mr. Godfrey Thornton, dated the 
24th inft, tendering a lhip, captured from the French, for the 
Company’s fervice and defiring to be informed of the dimen *
Rons, &c. of new .mips to be built, in future, for the Company’s
fervice;

Ordered, That the proper officer do furniih Mr. Thornton with Vide Aj>|* 
the information fpecified in his letter. No. 579.

A T  A J O I N T  C O M M I T T E E  O F  

C O R R E S P O N D E N C E  A N D  S H I P P I N G ,

On Friday the 27th January, 1786,

The following tenders of fhips being read, viz.& 1 fa ’ VideApp.
r©ns. No.dSl

Tartar * - 494 By Mr. John Fiott 552,
Ham met • 715 Richard Do wding No
Naflau * - 723 Robert Williams No *
Ncvvlhip iflen gth -| William Barnard SN°- 4**

en ed , 65b to n s  J J/ \  403,
Britannia » ’ 506 Duncan Campbell No. 505.
A fliip of - 764 S. Hartley and Co. No. 507.
Barnftaple •• xtoo Thomas Southcomb No. 49I.
Chapman - 538 Abel Chapman No, 520.

E  S e T H o ° ‘fc fr ig a f=  1  S t 9  C o U in g w o o d R o d d a m  No. ^

L ’Aftionnaire - 1400 Timothy and Win, Curtis No. 353.
Ranger - - 600 Camden and Calvert No. 554.
A 111 ip of - 720 James Margetlon No. 363.
Madona - - 530 Anthony Brough, 1 ft tender No. 566.

Ditto - 512 Ditto, 2d ditto No. 568*
True Briton 758 Timothy and Wm. Curtis No. 369.
Prince George - 7^0 Thomas Newby * No. 578.

Ordered, That Captain Oliver and Mr. Snodgrafs be directed to 
'furvey the above fhips, and to make their report to this Com
mittee as foon as they poffibly can. t

A T  A C O M M I T T E E  O F  C O R R E S P O N D E N C E ,

The 27th January, 1786.

The Committee offer it to the Court, as their opinion, that 
two {hips be taken upland Rationed for Coaft and Bay, and three 
for China; in addition to thofe taken up for the preient feafon.

P p p  . A T
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A T  A C O U R T  O F  D I R E C T O R S ,

Held on Friday the 27th January, 1786.

On reading a report from the Committee of Correfpondence,
dated this day, . _ . „

Refolved, That two {hips be taken up and {rationed foi Coait
and Bay, and three for China; in addition to thofe taken up foi 
the prefent feafon.

y d a Letter from the Owners of Shipping, on the fubjea of the 
Wo. 580. Court’s late advertifement for tenders, was read.

Vide APP Draught of the Secretary’s letter in anfwer thereto, was read
No. 581. and approved.

A T  A C O U R T  O F  D I R E C T O R S , .

Held on Wednefday the ift February, 1786.

' Vide APP. On reading two letters from Mr. Anthony Brough, dated the 
No. 582, 2gth ultimo, and this day, the former tendering the {hips Olive 
583. 584- Branch and Wyndham, for China alone, at £22. per ton, and the 

* latter repeating his former tender of two {hips on the 7th De
cember laft.

v . Letter from Mr. Abel Chapman, tendering the fhip Chapman
No. 585.’ to China direft, at £21.  per ton; to Madras and China, at 1 22. 

per ton, and to Bengal, at £23. per ton.

v ., . Letter from Mr. John Munt, tendering the {hip Huffar, for the
No. 586. Company’s fervice, at the fame rate as other {hips that may be 

taken up, and,

Vide App Letter from Mr. George Burnett, tendering the {hip Barnftable 
No. 587. (which will be in Bengal river in April or May) for a voyage from

thence to China, at £20. per ton. .
Ordered That the faid letters be referred to the Joint Com

mittee of Correfpondence and Shipping, to examine and report.

A T  A J O I N T  C O M M I T T E E  O F  

C O R R E S P O N D E N C E  A N D  S H I P P I N G ,

On Thurfday the 2d February, 1786.

The following letters were read, viz.

Vide App. From Anthony Brough, Efq. referred the ift inflE. renewing 
No. 582. Bis tender of the Marquis of Lanfdown and Wyndham, tor L.nina 

alone, at ̂ 22. per ton :

Vide APp From Mr. George Burnett, Attorney to the Owners of the Barn- 
No 587.' ftaple, referred the 1 ft inft. (which {hip will be in the river Hooghly 

in April or the beginning of May) is fubftantially built copper 
bottomed, and can bring home 1000 to 1100 tons, at ^20. per
ton, and will be ready to fail from China- in a leafonable time ^

V
On

^  '

5 .
1

'V''



t i l l  <SL
;!' • ' 1  -‘ I; 1 ’“ ' /  I [ . 24i  ]

after the Governor-General and Council fhall fignify to the 
Owners the content of the Honorable Court to his propofals :

From Abel Chapman, Eiq. referred iff in ft. offering the fhip Vide App,
Chapman at the following freights, viz. No‘ S8S*

To China direct - X21, per ton
Coaft and China * 22.
Bengal - - 23.

From Mr. John Munt, referred the 1 ft inft. tendering the fhip Vide App,,
Huffar, frigate built, about 600 tons, for India or China, at fuch No* 
rate per ton as other Chips may be taken up ;

From Mi . Theo. Pritzler, tendering the Blips Phoenix, of 620 Vide App. 
tons, late a French frigate; and the Earl of Chatham, river built, No- 588- 
600 tons, on the fame terms as have been given this feafon: and

from Mr, William Mathews, offering the fhip Wylmington, Vide App, 
built at Surat, in the Eaft-Indies, burthen 430 tons; and the No* 5*9* 
fhip Charlotte, built in the river, 340 tons, for one voyage to 
China, at f ‘22. per ton ; or, for two voyages certain, a t/ z l.  
per ton, fubje& to the Company’s regulations in the outfit.

A report of the Chips infpedted by Captain Oliver and Mr. Vide APP.
Snodgrafs, in confequence of this Committee’s orders of the 27th No. 59°* 
inft. was alfo read, and

Mr. Snodgrafs being called in and examined, refpedting the 
ftate and condition of the above fhips, was directed to furvey the 
under-mentioned fhips, and make his report to the Committee 
to-morrow, viz.

The Marquis of Lanfdown 
Wyndham
York (not tendered) and 
Earl of Chatham

A T  A J O I N T  C O M M I T T E E  

O F  C O R R E S P O N D E N C E  A N D  S H I P P I N G ,

On Friday the 3d February, 1786.

The Committee refuming the confideration of the feverai ten
ders of Blips laid before them on the 27th ult. and 2d inft. came 
to the following refolutions, viz.

Refolved, That the following fhips are proper to be taken up 
for the Company’s fervicc, viz.

^ . Tons.
True Briton - - -rrg
New fhip, tendered by Mr. Barnard 571 
Chapman - - .  ^ 8
Midom * «. . ^12
Ravenfworth - - - 51a
Ranger - - - 600

Refolved,:/C g , ' 7
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Refolved, That ^22. per ton is a proper freight to be given for 

/hips to China, and£23. per ton to Bengal, ihould any Ihips be
"Cent there.

Refolved, That the Owners of fuch Blips as may be taken up 
lor China, ’do engage that their Blips ffiall be ready to tail from j
Gravefench on or before the iB  of April next, and if they do not 
then leave Gravefend, they be fubjeft to demorage till 7 th A pril; 
and thou Id they remain at Gravefend beyond the 7th April, the 
contract between the Company and Owners be void.

Refolved, That fuch Blips as may be taken up under 755 tons,
{hall carry kintledge, be allowed demorage, private trade to com
manders and officers, and the number of men and guns m pro- ,
portion to the tonnage of a lhip of 755 tons.

Arid the fame were reported to the Court.

The following tenders were opened and read, viz.

Vide Adp. From Mr. Peter Melliffi, dated this day, tendering the Queen 
No. 591. Charlotte, burthen 500 tons, on the terms eftablilhed this iea-

fon, and

Vide ApP From Meffi-s. Charles Staniforth and Philip Green, under the 
No. 59d fame date, tendering the Blip York, of 750 tons, for a voyage 

to China, at £22. per ton.

Vide App. Mr. Solicitor Smith attending the Committee, and being defired 
■ No* 593* to examine the a o f  parliament relative to fir built fhips, declined 

living his opinion on an affair of fuch confequence ; the Com
mittee then defired Mr. Smith would, as foon as poffible, obtain 
counfePs opinion thereon.

A T  A C O M M I T T E E  O F  C O R R E S P O N D E N C E ,

The 3d February, 1786.

The Committee offer to the Court, as their opinion, that the 
following Blips be taken up, on the terms and conditions ffated 
in the report from the Joint Committee of Correfpondence and 
Shipping, under this day’s date, viz.

Tons.
Chapman - * 53^

* Ravenfworth - - 5*9
Ranger - - 600

A T  A C O U R T  O F  D I R E C T O R S ,

Held on Friday the 3d February, 1786. f

Vide App Letter from Mr. William Leighton, tendering the Blip Lord
No. 594. Shelburne for the C om p an y’ s fervice, being read, t

Ordered, That it be referred to the Joint Committee or Cor
refpondence and Shipping, to examine and report.

A report from the Joint Committee of Coriefpondence and 
Shipping, dated this day, being read,

Refolved, *
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Refolved, That the following Blips are proper to be takerl 
up for the Company’s ferviee, viz.

Tons.

, • - True Briton - 7 5 ^
New fhip, tendered by Mr. Barnard 571 
Chapman - 53^
Madona - - - 5 12
Ravenfworth - “ 5*9
Ranger - - “ , ^ ? ,  . r .

TTat £22. per ton freight be given for fliips to China, and 4,23. 
per ton to Bengal, fliould any fliips be fent thither.

That the Owners of fuch fliips as may be taken up, do engage 
that their fliips fliall be ready to fail from Gravefend on or be
fore the 1 ft of April next, that if they do not then leave Gravel - 
end, they be fubje<ft to demorage till the 7th April; and ihould 
they remain at Gravefend beyond the 7th April, the contract be
tween the Company and the Owners be void.

That fuch lhips as may be taken up, under 755 tons, lhali 
carry kintledge, be allowed demorage, private trade tor com
manders and officers, and the 'number of men and guns in pro
portion to the tonnage of a ftiip of 755 tons, and all luiplus ton
nage at half freight.

A report from the Committee of Correfpondence, dated this
day, being likewife read, ■ . . . , . ,

Refolved by the ballot. That the following fliips be taken up, 
on the terms and conditions ftated in the report from the Joint 
Committee of Correfpondence and Shipping, under this day s
date, viz. ,

Tons,
Chapman - - 5 3 ^
Ravenfworth 2 - 519
Ranger - " 6°°

On reading a ietter from Meflrs. Timothy and William Curtis, Vide App. 
fignifying that they have difpofed of the ihip True Briton to Capt. No. 59S.
Leflock W ilfon; aHo . r

Letter from Mr. Wilfon, tendering that ftiip for a voyage to Vide APP.
. _ . ~ _ iNO.CQu*, China, at ,̂22. per ton.

It was, on a motion*
Refolved by the ballot, That the True Briton, be alfo taken 

un for the Company’s ferviee, on the terms mentioned in the 
laid report from the Joint Committee of Correfpondence and
Shipping.

On readino- a letter from Mr. Coll. Roddam, dated this day, vide App. 
fiunifying that Ihould the ihip Ravenfworth be Rationed for Ben- No. 597.
*al. and from any unforefeen accident there ihould not be cargoes 
for’all the Blips of this feafon, he is willing to take the ihip on 
his own account, and free the Company from all expences, till 
the following feafon, when a cargo may be provided for her.

Ordered, That the faid letter be referred to the Committee of
Correfpondence, to examine and report.

* Q q q On
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Vi.il; App. On reading a le tter from the Managing Owners o f Shipping,
N°* 59*** dated the. i f f  in ft. ten d erin g  a ll th e  flaps: at p re fen t b u ild in g , b y  

5 ' 9* th e  C o u rt ’ s orders, or any oth ers th e y  m a y b e  a u th o rized  to b u ild ,
as w ell as th o fe  w h ic h  are n o w  re tu rn in g  from  India  for th e  en- v
fu in g  feaio n , at th e  fam e fre ig h ts , and. on th e  fam e term s, in  
every  le ip ed t w h a te v e r, as th e  fla p s o f  la ft lea fo n , and en clo fin g  
a p ft  o f  th e  Ihips above-m entioned  ;

Vide App. L e tte r  from  M r. J o h n  J u liu s  A n g e rfte in , dated this d ay, ten- 
No. 6ob, d erin g  a fhip built in H ollan d  five  or fix years ago, o f  a b o u t 

l i o o  to n s ;  a lio

' Vide App. L e tte r  from  M r. J o h n  T h o m fo n , ju n . dated th is d a y , ten d erin g  a
Iv'o, 6oi. n ew  /pip to  be b u ilt  on th e  r iv e r  T h a m e s , 799 tons,-, builders m ca- 

fu r e m e n t ; and

, Vide App. T h e  le tte r  fro m  M r. A n th o n y  B r o u g h , read in C o u r t  th e  1 ft
No S83> in fla n t.
■S154- O rd ered , T h a t  th e  find letters be referred  to  th e  co n fid eratio n

o f  a l  om rnittee o f  th e  w h o le  C o u r t , to  be h eld  o n  T iie fd a y  n e x t 
th e  7 th  i n f la n t ;

Vide App. O n  reading th e  requeft o f  M r. Jo h n  C o w a n , fo r  leave to  b u ild  
No. ‘60a. a new  fh ip  on  th e  b o ttom  o f  th e  R o y a l B iilio p  ;

O rd ered , T h a t  it  be referred  to  th e  C o m m itte e  o f  S h ip p in g , to 
( exam in e and report.

Vida App. L e tte r  from  M r. C h a rles  D u n d a s, dated  th e  5 th  u lt . w ith -  
No. 603. d ra w in g  his c la im  fo r  b u ild in g  on. th e  b o ttom  o f  th e  P rim e be

in g  read,
O rd ered , T h a t  it  be referred to  th e  con fid eration  o f  th e  faid 

C om m ittee.

A T  A  C O M M I T T E E  O F  T H E  W H O L E  C O U R T ,

The yth February, 1786.

T h e  C o m m ittee  to o k  in to  co n fid eratio n  th e  feveral. tenders d e
livered  to  th e  C o u r t  o f  D ire c to rs  th e  3d in f la n t

The following particulars were read, viz.
The reference of Court of the 3d inflant.

^No «fiT T e n d e r  from  th e  M a n a g in g  O w n e rs  o f  th e re g u la r  fla p p in g  
599." ’ in  th e  C o m p a n y ’ s ferv ice.
No. 583-4. T e n d e r  fro m  M r. A n th o n y  B ro u g h .
No. 600. T e n d e r  fro m  M r. J o h n  J u liu s  A n g e r fte in , an d
No. 601. T e n d e r  fro m  M r. J o h n  T h o m fo n , ju n .

I t  w as th e n , o n  a m o tio n ,
R e fo lv e d , T h a t  M r. A n th o n y  B r o u g h  be defired to  atten d  a t a 

C o u rt o f  D ire c to rs , to  be h e ld  to -m o rro w  a t e le v e n  o ’c lo c k .

■ A T
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A T  A C O U R T  O F  D I R E C T O R S ,

Held on Tuefday the 7th February, 1786.
f '

Letter from Mr. Anthony Brough, dated this day, repeating Vide App. 
his tender o f the lhip Madona, was read. No. 604.

Letter from J. Clements, Efq dated the 6th inftant, fignify- Vide App. 
ing that he has refigned all his right in the new lhip lately ten- No' °̂S’ 
dered by him, to Mr. J. Sneyd, who has agreed to accept the freight 
and terms offered by the Company ; and

Letter from Jeremy Sneyd, Elq. dated the 4th inft. fignifying Vide App. 
his acceptance of the Company’s terms for the laid lhip, be- No- 6o6, 
ing read,

Relolved by the ballot, That the lhip tendered by Jeremy 
Sneyd, Efq. be taken up for the Company’s fervice, on the fame 
terms and conditions as the flrips taken up on the 3d inftant.

J ' v
Letter from Mr. Edward Hague, dated this day, being read, Vide APP. 

tendering the lhip Mars, burthen 700 tons, for tire Company’s No. 607, 
fervice.

Ordered, That it be referred to the Joint Committee of Cor- 
refpondence and Shipping, to examine and report.

A T  A C O M M I T T E E  O F  T H E  W H O L E  C O U R T ,

The 8th February, 1786.

The Committee took into eon fide ration the tender made by VideApp.
Anthony Brough, Efq. the 7th of December laft, and repeated J*°- #?» 
the 1 ft inft. for building eighty Chips for the Company’s fervice, 584‘ 
for four voyages, at the freights therein-mentioned.

The laid tender was read,
> It was then moved, and on the queftion bejng put,

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that if Mr.
Brough lhali build any number of ftiips, to be freighted to the 
Company at the freights mentioned in his propofals, he will be 
entitled and ought to have fuch Chips employed by the Company 
as long as they remain in proper condition, not more than four 
voyages, in like manner as the lhips now in the Company’s fer
vice, are employed at freights to be then agreed upon, not to ex
ceed the rates of freight mentioned in his tender of the 7th De
cember 1785, to be computed upon builders contra# meafure, 
agreeably to the eftablilhed mode with the prefent Owners, but 
that the Company ought not to engage, at all events, to employ 
Mr. Brough’s lhips for four voyages.

That Mr. Brough be called in and alked, whether he requires 
an abfolute engagement to employ his ftiips for four Voyages, or 
will be contented with the a flu ranee given by the foregoing re- 
folution.

Me firs. Brough and Hurry were then called in, and the Chair
man acquainted them with the above refolutiops, as containing 
the fentiments of the Committee, which they thought Mr. Brough 
ftiould be informed of, previous to the Committee’ s taking his 

6 tenderr<*«•> * ' vv a..,. » v . ,••‘•V’, f \
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tender into confidcration ; Mr. Brough theii informed the Com
mittee, that his plan had been duly confidered, and laid before 
his friends, and, therefore, could not be on an uncertainty, but 
required the fhips fhouId be taken up for four voyages; but if 
the prefent Owners came down to his terms, he fliould have no 
objection of building a few Ibips with them. He afterwards laid, 
he would furnilh a few fhips on the terms ftated in the Com
mittee’s refolution, and truft to the Company’s honor, and did 
not objeCt: to take furplus tonnage at half freight. He then with
drew, and being returned, was afked, if the Committee Ihould 
require it as a f.na qua non to have Blips built of the prefent di
mensions of the Company’s fhips, he would withdraw his tender, 
he replied he Ihould.

MefTrs. Brough and Hurry then withdrew.
The advertisement dated the 20th ultimo, for receiving tenders 

on the 3d in ft. was read; aifo,
Vide App. The letter from the Secretary to Mr. Brough, dated the 12th
No. 608, January, with Mr. Brough’s anlwer, dated the 18th following. 7

It was then moved, and on the question,
Refolved unanimoufty, That it appears to this Committee, from 

the conversation with Mr. Brough, this day, that he cannot fur- 
nifttfhips agreeably, to the particular dimenfions tranfmitted to 
him by the Secretary, on the 12th January laft, upon the terms 
fpecified in his letter of the pth December, 1785, but that the 
explanation of his propofals only offers a plan for the employment 
of fmaller fhips, which was not then a matter under confidcration, 
but muff be difcuffed before any tender for fliips of a fmaller lize 
can be received.

Vide App. Refolved, That Mr. Brough be called in, and the Secretary’s 
No, It I’ letter of the 12th January, with his anfwer of the 18th of the 

fame month, be read to him, and alfo the above refolution.
Mr. Brough was called in, and the above particulars were read 

to him, and he then withdrew.
The Committee then adjourned to report their proceedings to 

the Court.
And being refumed,
The following refolution of the Court of Directors, held this 

day, was read, viz.
Refolved, That it be referred to a Committee of the whole 

Court, to conlkler what fize fhips it may be proper to employ 
in the trade to China and to the Eaft-Indies.

The following advertifement was then propofed, and on the 
queftion, agreed to.

“  Eaft-Iridia Houfe, 8th February, 1786.
“  The Court of Directors of the United Company of Mer- 

“  chants of England, trading to the Eaft-Indies, do hereby give 
“  notice : That they are ready to receive propofals, in writing, 
w at any time on or before Wednefday the 2ad inftant, from any 
“  perfons, on what terms and conditions they are willing to build 
“  or let fhips to China and all parts of the Eaft-Indies, for the 
“  enfuing fealon, the fliips to be from 550 tons to 1100 tons

burthen, and the kintledge to be confidered as part thereof;
“  and that the fame be feverally fealed up, and left with the Se- 
“  cretary, in order to be laid before the Court.”

*
Y
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A T  A C O U R T  O F  D I R E C T O R S ,

Held on Wednefday the 8th February, 1786.

On reading a letter from Mr. John Munt, dated this day,
Rating fundry particulars refpedling the lhip Huffar, lately ten
dered by him.

Ordered, That it be referred to the Joint Committee of Cor- 
refpondence and Shipping, to examine and report.

The Chairman, from the Committee of the whole Court, re
ported the following refolutions of the Committee to the 
Court, viz.

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that if 
Mr. Brough fhall build any number of fhips, to be freighted to 
the Company at the freights mentioned in his propofal, he will be 
entitled and ought to have fuch fhips employed by the Company 
as long as they remain in proper condition; not more than four 
voyages, in like manner as the fhips now in the Company’s fervice 
are employed, at freights to be then agreed upon, not to exceed 
the rates of freight mentioned in his tender of the 7th December,
1785, to be computed at builders contract meafure, agreeably 
to the eftablifhed mode with the prefent Owners; but, that the Com
pany ought not to engage, at all events, to employ Mr. Brough s 
fhips for four voyages.

That Mr. Brough be called in and afked, whether he requires 
an abfolute engagement to employ his fhips for four voyages, or 
will be contented with the alfurance given by the foregoing 
refolution.

That it appears to this Committee, from the convention with 
Mr. Brough this day, that he cannot furnifh fhips agreeably to the 
particular dimenfions tranfmitted to him by the Secretary, on the 
12th January laft, upon the terms fpecificd in his letter pf the 
7th December, 1785, but that the explanation of his propofal 
only offers a plan for the employment of lmallcr fhips, which was 
not then a matter under confideration, but muff be difeuffed be-̂  
fore any tenders for fhips of a fmaller fize can be received.

It was then moved, and on the queflion,
Refolved, That this Court dp approve the faid refolutions.

On reading the tender of the fliip Warren Haflings, Captain Vide App,
Thomas Larkins, at £26. per ton, to China; £27. per top, to No, 610.
Bencoolen and China, and Coafl and China; £28. per ton, tp 
Bombay, and £29. per ton, to Coafl and Bay, and in all refpe6ts, 
on the ufual conditions; alfo,

Letter from Mr. John Fiott, requefling leave to build a lhip vide APP, 
for the Company’s fervice, in the room of the Tartar, on the No. 611, 
fo l lo w in g  conditions, viz, £22. per ton, to China; ,£23. per ton, 
to Coafl and China; ^24. per ton, to other parts of India, for the 
firfl and fecond voyages, and at £2. per ton lefs for the third and 
fourth voyages.

Ordered, That the faid tender and letter be referred to the con- 
fideration of the Committee of the whole Court.

R r r  It
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It was then moved, and on the queftion,
Rciolved, That it be referred to a Committee of the whole 

Court, to conlider of what fized Chips it .may be proper to employ, 
in future, in the trade to China and to the Eaft-Inclies.

Another motion was made,
“  That the Chairman do leave the chair,”  which was carried 

in the affirmative.
The Court then adjourned in order to hold a Committee of 

the whole Court.
And being refumed,
The Chairman, from the Committee, fubmitted the following 

advertifement to the Court’s conlideration, viz.

“  Eaft-Ind’a Houfe, 8th February, 1786.
“  The Court of Directors of the United Company of Mer- 

“  chants of England, trading to the Eaft-Indies, do hereby give 
“  notice: That they are ready to receive propolals, in writing, at 
“  any time on or before Wednefday the 22b inftant, from any 
“  perfons, on what terms and conditions they-are willing to build 
“  or let ihips to China and all parts of India, for the enfuing 
“  ieafon, the ffiips to be from 550 to 1100 tons burthen, and the 
“  kintledge to be confidercd as part thereof; and that the fame be 
“  feverally fealcd up, and left with the Secretary, in order to 
“  be laid before the Court.”

The laid advertilcment was approved.

A T  A C O M M I T T E E  O F  S H I P P I N G ,

On Friday the 10th February, 1786.

Vkk App. A report of the progrefs of Chips building for the Company’s 
No. 612. fervice, under this day’s date, figned by* Mr. Gilbert Pergufon, 

was laid before the Committee.

A T  A C O U R T  O F  D I R E C T O R S ,

Held on Friday the 10th February, 1786.

Vide App. On reading a letter from Mr, Thomas Newby, dated the 9t h 
No- 613. inftant, tendering the Ihip Prince George, at the terms of the 

Court’s late advertifement.
Ordered, That it be referred to the Joint Committee of Cor- 

refpondence and Shipping, to examine and report.

Vide App Op reading a letter from Captain R. Parks, offering to build a 
No. 614. fhip for the Company’s fervice, on the following terms of freight, 

viz. £21. per ton, to China direct; £23. toCoaft and China, and 
£24.. to the feveral parts of India.

Ordered, That the faid letter be referred to the confideration 
of a Committee of the whole Court.

■ g ° S x  ■ ■ /i .
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A T  A C O U R T  O F  D I R E C T O R S ,

Held on Tuefday the 14th February, 17̂ 86.

Letter from Mr. William Leighton, being read, tendering the y;de App< 
fhip Helmfley for the Company’s fervice; No. 615.

Ordered, That it be referred to the Joint Committee of Cor- 
refpondence and Shipping, to examine and report.

A T  A J O I N T  C O M M I T T E E  O F  

"r  C O R R E S P O N D E N C E  A N D  S H I P P I N G ,

On Thurfday the 16th February, 1786.

The following papers were read, viz.

Tender of the fhip Lord Shelburne, burthen 550 tons, by Mr. VideApp.
William Leighton, referred the 3d inftant. No. 594.

Tender of the Madona, by Anthony Brough, Efq. dated 7th Vide App: 
inft. for one voyage, on condition that the fhip is employed three No. 604. 
voyages afterWards, at the freight that fhall be currently given 
to other Chips.

Letter from Mr. John Munt, dated 7th, and referred by the Vide APP.
Court 8th inftant, ftating feveral particulars refpe&ing the fhip No. 609.
Huffar, lately tendered by him.

Tender of the fhip Mars, burthen 700 tons, built in Holland, VideApp.
(and made free) at £22. per ton, freight to China ; and £23. per No. 607. 
ton, to all parts of India, by Mr. Edward Hague.

Certificates figned by Mr. William Barnard, dated at Deptford Vide App. 
the 15th inft. that he is clearly of opinion he can perform the No. 6x6.

, works neceffary to completely fitting the hull of the Mars for 
the Company’s fervice, and getting her out of the dock, on or 
before the 15th day of March next.

Tender of the fhip Helmfley, burthen 500 tons, at £ 22. per ton Vide APP. 
freight to China, or to any part of the Eaft-Indies, with the No. 615. 
ufual additional freight, by Mr. William Leighton.

Tender of the fhip Lord Mulgrave, by Mr. Thomas Hubbert, VideApp. 
burthen 500 tons, lately launched, has three decks, and is a com- No< 6l7* 
pleat fhip, on the terms of freight the Court have agreed to pay 
the five fhips lately taken up.

The Committee then made the following report to the Court, 
viz.

The Committee having taken into confideration the tenders of 
the feveral fhips laid before them fince their report of the 3d inft. 
are of opinion, that the Mars, of 700 tons burthen, is a proper 
fhip to be taken up for the Company’s fervice, on the fame terms 
and conditions as the fhips reported on the 3d inft. with this 

6 differ-
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difference, that the time of her leaving Gravefend be extended to 
the ioth April next, and the Owners not liable to demorage, 
as in the cafe of the other fhips.

a t  A C O M M I T T E E  O F  C O R R E S P O N D E N C E ,

The 17th February, 1786. ,

The Committee offer to the Court, as their opinion, that the 
{hip Mars, of 700 tons, be taken upon the terms and conditions 
ftated in the report from the Joint Committee of Correfpondence 
and Shipping, under ydterday’s date.

Vide App Pur Riant to a reference of Court of the 3d inft. the Committee
No, 597! corlfidered the letter from Mr. Collittgwood Roddam of that date, 

and they offer it to the Court, as their opinion, that agreeable 
thereto a claufe be inferted in the RavertfWorth’s Charter-Party, 
purporting, that lhould it fo happen that there may not be car
goes in Bengal for, all the ihips of thisfeafon, the Owners of that 
ihip ffiall take her on their own account, and free the Company 
from all expences, till the following feafon, when a cargo may 
be provided for her.

A T  A C O U R T  O F  D I R E C T O R S ,

Held on Friday the 17th February, 1786.

The Joint Committee of Correipondence and Shipping, in a 
report dated the 16th inft. now read, offering to the Court, as 
their opinion, that the Mars, of 700 tons burthen, is a proper 
fliip to be taken up for the Company’s fervice, on the fame terms 
and conditions as the fhips reported on the 3d inft. with this 
difference, that the time of her leaving Gravefend be extended 
to the 10th of April next, and the Owners not liable to demorage, 
as in the cafe of the other fhips.

Refolved, That this Court do agree in opinion with the faid
Joint Committee.

Tw o reports from the Committee of Correfpondence, dated this
day, being read, ■ .

Refolved by the ballot unanimoufly, That the Chip Mars, 700 
tons, he taken up on the terms and conditions ftated in the 
report from the Joint Committee of Correfpondence and Ship
ping, dated yeftet day.

Refolved, That a Claufe be inferted in the Ravenfworth’s Char
ter-Party, purporting, that fhould it fo happen that there may not 
be cargoes in Bengal for all the ihips of this feafon, the Owners of 
that fhip {hall take her on their own account, and free the Com
pany from all expences, till the following feafon, when a cargo 
may be provided for her.

, , On reading the requeft of Mr. Abel Chapman, that the fliip
No 61S!’ Chapman may carry fix-pounder guns, inftead of nine-pounders,

Ordered,

(Jr
V
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Ordered, That it be referred to the Committee of Shipping, to 

examine and report,

A T  A C O U R T  O F  D I R E C T O R S ,

Held on Tuefday the 21ft February, 1786.

On a motion,

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this Court, that as the 
prefent Owners have built their Ihips under the particular direc
tions of the Court of Direftors, and under the inipcftion of their 
officers, there ihotild be a conference with the old Owners, to 
confult with them (prior to the opening of the tenders advertifed 
to be leceived on VVednefday the 22d in ft.) to fee whether any 
deviation from the old mode can be adopted, in refpedl to the 
building, navigating, manning and fitting out the ihips to China 
and India, lb that the freight to the Company may be reduced.

A T  A C O U R T  O F  D I R E C T O R S ,

Held on Wednefday the 22d February, 1786.

The Chairman from the Committee of the whole Court re
ported, that they had held a conference with the Owners of Ship
ping, on the refolution of Court of yefterdy.

It was then moved, and on thequeftion,
Refolved, That the feveral tenders of fhips for the Company’s 

fervice offered to this Court, in confequence of their advertile- 
ment of the 8th tnftant, be opened on Tuefday next.

The requeft of Meffrs, Camden and Calvert, for leave to con- Vide App. 
tinue 14 guns, nine-pounders, on board the Ranger, being read, No. 619.

Ordered, That it be referred to the Committee of Shipping, 
to do therein as they ihall think fit.

' A T  A C O U R T  O F  D I R E C T O R S ,

Held on Tuefday the 28th February, 1786.

On reading the requeft of Mr. William Palmer, that the Charter- v;c!(; A 
Party of the Carnatic may exprefs the tonnage ol that lhip to be Nc>. 620,
778 tons, inftead of 758.

Ordered, That the faid requeft be referred to the Committee 
of Shipping, to examine and report.

On reading two letters from Anthony Brough, Efq: dated the y i(Jc .
17th and 21ft inft. the former enclofing a plan for laving No. 6ai, 
jT260,000. per annum in the freight of fhips for India arid China, 622, 623. 
and the latter repeating the tender he made the Court on the 
7th December laft; alfo

S s s Letters

■ , 7  ' ■ ■ .
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L etters  from  th e  fo l lo w in g  perfons, ten d erin g  th e ir  fhips for 
th e  C o m p a n y ’s le rv ice ,  on th e  term s th ere in -m en tio n ed , v iz .  if 

No. 624’ M r. D u n c a n  C a m b ell,  ten d ering  th e  - B ritann ia  
No. 625. J o h n  M u n t  - - - H uffar
No. 626. J o h n  T r o u t b e c k  - - - T w o  n ew  Jh ips
No. 627. N a th a n ie l  T a n n e r  - A  n e w  lhip
No. 628. W ill ia m  A g n e w  - - D i t to
No. 629. James M a rg efto n  - Sybella
No. 630. D it to  - C l in t o n
No. 631. Sir J o h n  D ’ O y ly  and oth ers  - - A  n e w  ihip
No. 632. M r. T h o m a s  N e w b y  - - - P r in ce  G eorge
No. 633. S te p h e n  T o d d  - - - A  n e w  ihip
No. 634. A b e l C h a p m a n  - - Q u e e n
No. 635. C a le b  C ro o k e n d en  - - - A  new  Ihip
No. 636. Mefirs. C a m d e n  and C a lv e r t  - - 4 ° ° °  tons ot (h ipping

Ordered, That a Committee of the whole Court do take the 
above letters into confideration, on Tuefday next the 6th March.

On a motion,

Ordered, That it be referred to the Maher-Attendant and 
Surveyor of Shipping toconfider, whether a Ihip of tooo tons 
burthen cannot be built nearly of the fame lcantlings as thole 
which are now uled in the fhips of 758 tons, or theieabouts.

A T  A C O M M I T T E E  O F  S H I P P I N G ,

On Friday the 3d March, 1786.

The Committee taking into confideration feveral references of 
Court, reported their opinion thereon as follows, viz.

Vide App. Purfuant to reference of Court of the 28th nit. the Committee 
N°. 62°. jiaye confidcred the requeh of Mr. Wi’lliaiji Palmer, that the 

tonnage to be in felted in the Charter-Party of the Ihip Carnatic, 
may be 778 tons, the adlual meafurement, in (lead of 75.8 tons; 
and are of opinion, that as Mr. Curtis, when he was .in poffeflion 
of the True Briton, made a fimilar requeft, which the Com
mittee then judged was improper to be granted; the Committee 
upon the fame principle now think Air. Palmei s lequeft cannot 
be complied with.

, Vide App. The Committee having confidered the petition of Abel Chap- 
N0-6lS- man, Efq. referred the 17th nit. that the fhip Chapman may 

carry fix-pounder guns, inftead of nine-pounders, are of opinion 
Mr. Chapman’s requeft be complied with.

Vide App. The Committee having taken into confideration the reference 
.No. 619. of Caurt of the 22(j uit. on the requeft of Anthony Calvert, Efq.

that 14 guns, nine-pounders, belonging to the Banger, may be 
continued on board for her prelent voyage to China, are of opi
nion, that Mr. Calvert’s requeft be complied with.

I
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a t  a  c o u r t  o f  d i r e c t o r s ,

Held on Friday the 3d March, 1786,

The Chairman prefenting to the Court a letter, figned A B, Vide App. 
which he hud received, and which contained a tender ot fhippmg No. b37, 
for the Company’s fervice, accompanied with draught of a con
tract to be entered into by the Company and the Owner ot the 
Shipping, in the event of his tender being accepted ;

Ordered, That the fame be referred to the confjderation of a 
Committee of the whole Court.

On reading a letter from Mefirs. John and William Wells, vide App, 
and other builders of (hipping, dated this day, objecting to the tNO- 
dimenfions of ihips mentioned in a letter to them from Captain 
Oliver, and Rating the dimenfions on which they recommend the 
Court to build ; and

Letter from Captain Oliver and Mr. Snodgrafs, dated the Vide App. 
jftinft. Rating their opinion, that a fliip of ioqo tons would No. : 39* 
not be fufficiently ftrong, with the prelent fcantlings, and re- 

i ~  commending a trifling increafe in the principal timbers.
/ Ordered, "That the above letters be likewife referred to the

con fide ration of a Committee of the whole Court.

On reading three reports from the Committee of Shipping, 
dated this day,

Reiolvcd, That 14 guns, nine-pounders, belonging to the imp 
Ranger, be continued on board for hei piefent voyage to China,

Reifolved, That the Riip Chapman do carry fix-pQfcnder guns, 
inRea| of nine-pounders.

« Refolved, That the requeft of Mr. William Palmer, that the
tonnage to be inferred in the Carnatic’s Charter-Party may be 
778 tons, the adtual meafurement, inflead of 758 tons, be not 
complied with.

a t  A C O M M I T T E E  O F  T H E  W H O L E  C O U R T ,

The 7th March, 1786.

The Committee proceeded to take into confideration the feveral Vide App, 
tenders of fhips for the enfuing feafoo, delivered the 28th ult. 6,g* i4 t0 
and the letter from Mefirs. Oliver and Snodgrafs ; alfo the letter fto. 630. 
from feveral builders of fliips in the river Thames, read in Court Np. 638. 
the -d inR. were read, and after fome time having been fpent in 
debate, the Committee adjourned.

*
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A T  A  C O M M I T T E E  O F  T H E  W H O L E  C O U R T ,

The 8th March, 1786.

The Committee took into further confideration the feveral 
tenders referred to this Committee by the Court for Shipping for 
the enfuing feafon, and a debate arifing thereon, the following 
particulars were read, viz.

Report from the Joint Committee of Correfpondence and Ship
ping, dated 26th May, 1785.

Vide App. Letter from the Secretary to the feveral Owners to whom the 
No. 640. Court had given permiflion to build fhips, dated 4th March,

i 785*
The Committee then adjourned.

A T  A C O M M I T T E E  O F  S H I P P I N G ,

On Friday the 10th March, 1786.

Vide App. A report of the progrefs of (hips building for the Company’s 
No. 641. fervice, dated the 8th inft. and figned by Mr. Gilbert Fergulon, 

was laid before the Committee.

A T  A C O M M I T T E E  O F  T H E  W H O L E  C O U R T ,

The 14th March, 1786.

The Committee proceeded to take into confideration the feveral 
tenders, delivered in to the Court of Dire6tors, of Chips to be taken 
up for the enfuing feafon, in purfuance of two advertifements 
for that purpofe, and of feveral letters relative to the fize of Ihips 
proper for the Company’s employ.

It was moved, and feconded,
That the further confideration of the tenders for new ihips 

be, for the prefent, poftponed.
And the faid queftion being put by the ballot, the votesvwere

^And two lots being prepared agreeably to the dire&ions in the 
Company’s Charter-Party, the Treafurer was called in, and drew 
the lot, which determined the queftion in the negative.

The following tenders were then read, viz.

Vide App. From Meffrs. Camden and Calvert, of 4000 tons of lhipping 
No. 636. for the enfuing feafon, of ihips from 550 to 900 tons, at £22. 

per ton for China, and £23. per ton for the Ealt-Indies.

Vide App. Mr. John Fiott, to build a new fhip in the room of the Tar- 
No. 611. tar, at £22. per ton for China; £23. per ton forCoaft and China;

and .£24. per ton for other par,ts of India, for the firft and fecond 
voyages; and at £2. per ton lefs for the third and fourth voy
ages ; alfo

VideAPP. Captain William Agnew, to build a new fhip from 750 
No. 62a. to 900 tons, to be ready to launch by the middle of O&ober 

4 next,

V*°
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next, at £  22. per toil for China direct; £23. per ton for Ma
dras and China, or Bombay; and^24. per ton for Bengal,- -with 
half freight for any fur plus* tonnage.

It was moved, and feconded.
That the tender from Captain William Agnew be accepted.
The previous queftion on the laid motion was alfo moved and 

feconded.
It was then mpved to adjourn, and the queftion on the motion 

of adjournment being put, it palled in the negative.
The previous queftion was then put,
That the tender received from Captain Agnew be now accepted.
The fame alfo pafted in the negative.
It was then, on the queftion being put,
Refolved, That the further confideration of the different ten

ders, now before the Court, be poftponed.
It was then moved to adjourn, and the queftion thereon being 

put, it palled in the affirmative,

A T  A C O  IJ R T  O F D I R E C T  O R S,

Held on Tucfday the 14th March, 1786.

On reading a letter from Mr. Thomas Newby, dated the 13th- V deApp. 
inft. confirming his former tender of the lhip Prince George, and No- 642 ’ 
offering her on other terms in cafe the Court fhould alter their 
prefent mode of freighting the fhips.

Ordered, That it be referred to the confideration of the Com
mittee of the whole Court.

A T  A C O U R T  O F  D I R E C T O R S ,

Held on Wednefday the 15th March, 1786.

On reading the petition of the Owners of the lhip Mars, that VideApp. 
fhe may be permitted to remain a longer time in dock. No, 643»

Ordered, That the faid petition be referred to the Committee ... •;
of Shipping, to examine and report,

A T  A C O M M I T T E E  O F  T H E  W H O L E  C O U R T ,

The 16th March, 1786.

The Committee proceeded to take into further confideration 
the l’everal tenders and papers referred by the Court, relative to 
the number and fize of fhips necefiary for the Company’s fervice 
the enfuing feafon.

, ’ > - A ' i ’ * V , </ ’
> The Deputy Chairman delivered in the following papers, j

Remarks on the fubjedl of the fhipping employed by the Raft- Vide App.
India Company. 7 No. 644.

Eftimates for b u ild in g  and fittin g  out drips o f  different di- Vide App. 
m enfions. N o. 645.

Eftimates of fhips of different fizes fitted for fea, y ide A
T  11 On No<
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On feveral motions,
Rcfolved, That a tender be made to the old Owners to take up 

the fhips to China at the aftual builders tonnage, including 
kintledge, provided they will let the fhips already built at £23. 
per ton ; and fuch as are now building, or lhall be built here
after, at £22. per ton, fo long as the prefent prices continue on 
the feverai articles for fitting out an Eaft-India fhip for fea.

That the lower deck in "the China fhips be referved for the 
flowage of goods as far as the after-part of the w ell; and in the 
fhips from the different parts of India, to the after-part of the 
after hatchway.

It was alfo moved, and feconded,
That no copper bottomed fhips be employed in future, be- 

caufe that fort of fheathing is found to be injurious to the ihip, 
and the expence amounts to £ 100. on every fixteenth fhare.

The previous queftion was then moved, and feconded,
/ That the queftion be now put ; the faid queftion was accord-

ingly put, and paffed in the negative.
The following queftions were then put, and carried in the 

affirmative, viz.
Refolved, That every fhip after fhe has performed her four 

voyages, be, if the Owners defire it, and the Company approve 
of it, taken up for a fifth voyage to China direct, and be intitled 
to the fame preference in turn, as if  the four voyages had not
been performed. . .

Refolved, That the Claufe in the Charter-Party, authorizing 
the Owners to turn out or remove the Commanders of their 
refpedtive ftiips, without any realon afligned, be left out in 
future.

Vide App. The Committee then took into confideration the tender from 
M°. 6II. John Fiott, Efq. read in Court the 8th February laft, offering 

to build a fhip in the room of the late fhip Tartar, at £22. per 
ton to China; £23. per ton to Coaft and China; £24. per ton to 
other parts of India, for the firft and fecond voyages ; and at £2. 
per ton lefs for the third and fourth voyages.

Refolved, That Mr. Fiott’s tender for a new fhip of 750 tons 
or upwards, builders meafurement, be accepted, on condition that 
he have no claim to build upon her bottom in cafe of lofs, or 
after her having performed her four voyages, and that file be 
afloat by the 15th January, 1787.

Vide App. The Committee alfo confidered the tender of Anthony 
No. s59, Brough, Efq. of the 7th December, and repeated the 1 ft and

584,623. 2gt ll  February laft, offering to build in Great Britain, for the r
Company’s fervice, eighty iail of fhips, or as many as the fervice 
may require, at the following rates ot freight ; to China alone,
2̂  £2,2. per ton ; to Madras and China £23- and to other parts at 
£24. per ton, for the firft and fecond voyages; and to China alone 
at £20. per ton ; to Madras and China £21. and to other parts 
£22. for the third and fourth voyages.

Refolved That Mr. Brough’s tender be accepted for three fhips 
of 550 tons or upwards, builders meafurement, on condition that 
he have no claim to rebuild on their bottoms in cafe of lofs., or

after
4
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after they may have performed their four voyages; and that all 
extra expences which ihall be incurred by the Company on ac
count or the fmalinefs of the fhips, be repaid by the Owners, and 
that they be afloat by the 15th January , 1787.

A T  A C O U R T  O F  D I R E C T O R S ,

Held on Thurfday the 16th March, 1786.

The Chairman, from the Committee of the whole Court, re
ported that they, had this day come to the following refolutions, 
viz. ;Y ! v

Refolved, That a tender be made to the old Owners, to take 
up the fhips to China at the adtual builders tonnage, including 
kintledge, provided they will let the flrips already built at £23. 
per ton ; and fuch as are now building, or fhall be built hereafter, 
at A 22. per ton, fo long as the prefent prices continue on the fe
ver al articles for fitting an Eaft- India {nip for fea.

That the lower deck in the China fhips be referved for 
the ftowage of goods, as far as the after-part of the w ell; and in 
the fhips from the different parts of India, to the after-part of 
the after hatchway.

That every fhip, after die has performed her four voyages, be, 
if the Owners defire it, and the Company approve of it, taken 
up for a fifth voyage to China direcSt, and be entitled to the dime 
preference in turn, as if the four voyages had not been performed.

That the claufe in the Charter-Party authorizing the Owners 
to turn out, or remove the Commanders of their refpe&ive (flips 
without any reafon afligned, be left out in future.

That Mr. Fiott’s tender for a new fhip of 750 tons or upwards, 
builders meafurement, be accepted, on condition that he have 
no claim to rebuild upon her bottom in cafe of lofs, or after her 
having performed her four voyages, and that fhe be afloat by the 
15th January, 1787.

That Mr. Brough’s tender be accepted for three Blips, of 
550 tons or upwards, builders mealurement, on condition that 
he have no claim to rebuild on their bottoms in cafe of lofs, or 
after fhey may have performed their four voyages; that all extra 
expences which fhall be incurred by the Company in China, on 
account of the fmalinefs of the Blips, be repaid by the Owners, and 
that tftey be afloat by the 15th January, 1787.

Refolved, That this Court do agree in opinion with the faid 
Committee.

- . ' A T
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A T  a  C O M M I T T E E  O F  s h i p p i n g ,

On Tuefday the 21ft March, 1786.
\  ̂ ' ' ' f.  ̂ /

Vide App. The Committee took into confideration the reference of Court 
No. 643- of the 15th inft. on the petition of Richard Bulh, Efq. and 

Owners of the fhip Mars, reprefenting from the late exceffive in
clemency of the weather it has been impracticable to get the 
ihip afloat by the time appointed, which was the i f thinftant;  
and as the fhip will be in greater forwardnefs by being kept in 
dock till next fpring tides, they requeft the Court’s permifTion for 
that purpofe ; and the Committee reported to the Court their opi
nion, that it be left to the Owners to purfue fuch meafures as in 
their judgment will be moil; effectual to forward the difpatch of the 
ihip, and whatever means are ufed for that purpofe muft be 
immaterial to the Court, provided the Ihip leaves Gravefend by 
the loth of next month, agreeably to Charter-Party.

A T  A C O M M I T T E E  O F  T H E  W H O L E  C O U R T ,

The 21ft March, 1786.

The Committee being informed fome of the Owners defired 
a conference with the Committee, they were introduced, and

Robert Prefton, Efq. deliverd the following queftion, viz.
“  W ill the Court of Directors agree to pay full freight for the 

“  whole builders tonnage, whether the fhips are filled or not?”
And being afked, if they had any other queftions to propofe ; 

replied, they had not.
And the Committee taking the laid queftion into confideration, 

refolved to return the following anfwer thereto, viz.
That the Company will load their fhips to the amount of their 

builders tonnage, if they will carry it, or pay for the deficiency; 
and with refpeCt to the proportion of the different fort of teas, 
they will order their Supra-Cargoes to divide them amongft the 
different lhips of the feafon as equally as may be, and agree to 
give every fhip of 800 tons, 550 cheffsof common bohea tea in pro- 

/ portion.

A T  A C O U R T  O F  D I R E C T O R S ,

Held on Tuefday the 21ft March, 1786.

Vide App, On reading a letter from John Julius Angerftein, Efq. dated 
No. 647. the 20th inft. offering the fhip South Carolina to the Company, 

for two voyages to China, at ^21. per ton, builders meafurement, 
and at £20. per ton for two fubfequent voyages thither.

Ordered, That it be referred to the confideration of the Com- s
mittee of the whole Court.

On a motion,

Ordered, That the proper officer do lay before this Court an 
eftimate of what the Company will have to pay for a fhip to China,
' 6 at
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at the prices, and upon the conditions, on which the Company 
took up four fhips on the 16th inft. compared with what they will 
have to pay for a lhip at the prices, and upon the conditions, of 
the Ihips taken up laft year.

A report from the Committee of Shipping, dated this day, 
being read,

Refolved, That it be left to the Owners of the Mars, to pur- 
fue fuch meafures as in their judgment will be molt effectual to 
forward the difpatch of the lhip, it being immaterial to the 
Court what means are ufed for that purpofe, provided the ihip 
leaves Gravefend by the 10th of next month, agreeably to Char
ter-Party.

a t  a  c o u r t  o f  d i r e c t o r s ,
I

Held on Wednefday the 22d March, 1786.

- On reading a letter from the Committee of the Managing Vide App.
Owners of Shipping, dated this day, Hating their obfervations No. 648. 
on the Court’ s refolution of the 17th inft. which was tranf- 
mitted to them.

Ordered, That it be referred to the confideration of a Com
mittee of the whole Court.

A T  A C O U R T  O F  D I R E C T O R S ,

Held on Tuefday the 28th March, 1786.

On reading the requeft of Mr. William Palmer, that no de- Vide App: 
morage may be charged on the fhip Carnatic, from the ift to the No- 649*
7th of next month, provided Ihe fails from Gravefend on or be
fore the latter day, and

The requeft of Mr. Peter Efdaile, for leave to build a Ihip on Vide App. 
the bottom of the late Ihip Halfewell. No- 65°*

Ordered, That the faid requefts be referred to the Committee 
of Shipping, to examine and report.

A T  A C O M M I T T E E  O F  S H I P P I N G ,

On Wednefday the 29th March, 1786;

The Committee confidered the reference of Court of the 28th Vide App. 
inft. on the requeft of Mr. William Palmer, that no demorage No- 649- 
may be charged on the Ihip Carnatic, from the ift to the 7th of 
next month, provided Ihe fails from Gravefend on or before the 
latter day, and reported, as their opinion, to the Court, that 
Mr. Palmer’s requeft be not complied with.

U u u A T
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A T  A  C O U R T  O F  D I R E C T O R S ,

Held on Wednefday the 29th March, 1786.

On reading a report from the Committee of Shipping, dated 
this day, *

Refolved, That the requeft of Mr.‘William Palmer, that no de- 
morage may be charged on the flap Carnatic, from the xft to the 
7th of next month, provided fhe fails from Gravefend on or be
fore the latter day, be not complied with.

A T  A C O U R T  O F  D I R E C T O R S ,

Held on Friday the 31ft March, 1786.

Vide A On reading a tender from Mr. John Thompfon, for building a 
No. 651̂  new fhip of 650 tons or upwards, to be launched in March, 1787, 

on the conditions therein-mentioned.
Ordered, That it be referred to the oonfideration of a Com

mittee of the whole Court.

A T  A C O U R T  O F  D I R E C T O R S ,

Held on Wednefday the 5th April, 1786.

Vide a On reatbng a letter from Mr. Anthony Brough, dated this
No. 6??: day, Rating the tonnage and other particulars refpedting the 

three fliips belonging to him, which the Court have refolved to 
employ in the Company’s fervice, offering one of them to per
form one voyage, as on her return he mall have a new fhip to 
fuhftitutc in her room.

Ordered, That the faid letter be referred to the Committee of 
Shipping, to examine and report.

A T  A C O M M I T T E E  O F  S H I P P I N G ,

On Monday the xoth April, 1786.

v;j A The Court having, on the 5th in ft. referred to this Committee,
No. 652" to examine and report on the letter from Anthony Brough, Efq.

intimating that of the three Blips which he has permimon to 
build for the Company’s fervice, one will be launched in No
vember, and another in December next, and in regard to the third 
fhip, Mr. Brough propofes one of three years old" for this feafon, 
without regard to her going four voyages, and on her return he 
will fubftitute a new fhip in her room. The Committee, upon 
taking the fame into confederation, find that the latter part of 
Mr. Brough’s letter differs from the conditions on which he had 
leave to build three new flaps for the Company’s fervice; and 
as the refolution of Court granting this indulgence to Mr. Brough, 
the Committee apprehend, mu ft have been the refult of very rna- 

* ture deliberation, they fee no reafon at prefent to induce them
to recommend to the Court to depart from the faid refolution in 
any inftance whatever.

6 The
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a t  a  c o m m i t t e e  o f  s h i p p i n g ,

On Tuefday the 2d May, 1786.

VideApp. Letter from Captain Oliver, dated the 1 ft inftant, accompa- 
No. t i l  nvinK an eftimate of the expcnces of building, outfit, and other 

659. charges of an Eaft-India {hip fit for fea, agreeable to the Handing
order of Court of the 4th September, 1783; and an account of 

Vide Ann the expence of fitting out a ihip between 1785 and iyp6» being 
* No. 660* read, the Committee made the following report to the Couit, viz.

The Court having, on the 4th September, 17 3̂» ordeied,
“  That the Committee of Shipping do prepare an eftirnate of 
« the expence of building, outfit, and. other charges of 4n Lay- 
« India ihip fit for fea, and that the fame be laid before the 
“  Court the fir ft week in May in every year.’;  The Committee m 
confequence thereof do report, that an eftirnate has been pre
pared accordingly by the Mafter-Attendant, and that the lame 
upon the prefent prices amounts to£ 19,089. but the Committee beg 
leave to obferve, that probably there will be a difference m feyerai 
articles of the outfit of a {hip, between the prefent period and the 
ufual time of conferring with the Owners for the freight of
j. gjj*

Vide App. The prefeftt eftirnate, dated the ill  mft. and figned by Cap.
No. 659. tain Oliver, Mafter-Attendant, accompanies this report, and is ’

fubmitted to the confideration of the Court.

A T  A C O U R T  O F  D I R E C T O R S ,

Held on Tuefday the 2d May, 1786.

, ‘ . n The Committee of Shipping in a report, dated this day, now
No 659. read, fubmittmg to the Court the annual eftirnate of the expence 

of building, outfit, and other charges of an Eaft-Jndia fkip lit 
for fea, amounting to £19,089. and remaifkirig that probably there 
will he a difference in fevefal articles of the outfit of a flup be
tween the prefent period and the ufual time of conferring with 
the Owners for the freight of their {hips.

Refolved, That this Court do approve of the faid report.

A T  A C O M M I T T E E  O F  S H I P P I N G ,

On Wednefdav the 17th May, 1786.

Vide App. Mr. Fergufon’s report of the progrefs of {hips building for the 
[No. 661. Company’s fervice, dated the 15th mft. was laid before the Com

mittee.
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A T  A C O U R T  O F  D I R E C T O R S ,

Held on Wednefday the 17th May, 1786.

VM A On reading a letter from Godfrey Thornton, Efq. dated the
No. 66a*. 15th inft. tendering a ihip for the Company’s fervice.  ̂^
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