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amount per cent. of the duties o ‘
—1I can have it rated, but I ¢ immediately state it.

» re (those fixed duties, or do they vary in different years?—We
have been told sometimes that the duties are charged differently. ~Every
fareign trader has been desirous of paying his own duties, but that has

the value of any of these:
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always been prohibited. Tt was among the requisitions made by Lord

* Macartney of the Viceroy of Canton, but was then, and has been subse-
quently, refused. A e e Giikel Rl

' 656. Has the duty upon camlets varied materially in your recollection I
think that has remained steadily at the rate of about eighteen dollars per piece.

657. Notwithstanding this high duty, is there much demand for them in

China ?—There is a considerable demand. I believe it is an article in which
smuggling has taken place to a great extent, from the temptation which a high
duty always gives. | ‘ Y
658. Can you give the Committee any idea of the quantity of camlets that
has been imported by the East-India Company into China ?~It is stated in
the Returns, = ‘ ‘ : AR
659. Are the Committee to understand, that the whole of the duties that
are paid, are paid bﬂtbe Hong merchants upon the vessels for which they
go security >~—The Hong merchants are responsible for all duties upon foreign
trade. With regard to the persons who deal outside of the Hong, their

duties can only be paid through the Hong merchants. S0

660. Have you any reason to suppose that, in any instance, the duties paid
by one merchant are higher or lower than the duties paid by another ? or is
there any opening for any bargain with respect to the amount of duties P
Not to my knowledge; I should be sorry to say that it were otherwise, from
the corrupt nature of the Chinese government. ‘ H

661. To what, then, do you ascribe the anxiety you state to have been
evinced by individual merchants to pay the amount of their own duties ?—It
was from a wish to ascertain precisely the amount, and how far they could
rely upon that amount with a view to future importations.

662. Does not the secrecy which is observed with respect to the améunt
of duties make it always open to the government officers to demand more or
less from one merchant than another?—I do not know that this bas ever
taken place. = The struggle between the Chinese and foreigners has always
been, that the Chinese have endeavoured to keep the control of the trade in
their own hands ; and but for the intervention of the Company, I conceive
that the restriction would have been infinitely stricter than it is now.

663. It appears that the importation of camlets has decreased considerably
in each year; can you state any reason for that ?~—A good many Dutch
camlets have been imported by Dutch ships; and camlets have also been

imported on private account.
M 664, Has
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664, Has not the nvuggling trad in o
trade in. every

article has incressed within

extent. ‘ , e i
65, Has it increased chieflyin those articles on which the duties are
highest ?~=It has iﬂl}ﬂm&d chie ly. in Qpium‘y of wh:chthere issn‘a;pmhibitio‘u.
666, OF ‘the rated articles, must not the tendency of the smuggling trade
be to increase ‘most in those articles upon which. the duty is bighest ?—
Certainly. - S B
667. Is not the duty upon camlets high ?—Yes; 1 have stated it to be
nearly fifty per cent. on the sale price. | | | i

f {d W
f A

* 668, Therefore may it not be presumed that the ‘Smuggl‘ihg« trade in

camlets has increased ?-~I cannot' speak from any certain, knowledge of its
itrereasel. WAt s SR e

669. How many Hong merchants are there?—Seven. =~ B

670, That is a lower number than formerly existed, is it not 7=~W ithin my
recollection I think there have been seven, eight, nive, ten, and eleven.

671. What causes have led to the diminution of the number of Hong mer-
chants P—Bankruptcies among them. i e

672, How do the seven existing Hong merchants stand now with respect to
property ?~—Howqua, the ‘senior merchant, is a man of very large property.
The second in the Hong, Mowqua, has been a man of large property, but he
is of more questionable property now; I consider him still to be a very suffi-
cient merchant. Puankhequa and Chunqua are both men of opulence, I
should say the same of Goqua. Kinqua and Fatqua, the two juniors, 1
believe to be poor men, and indifferent merchants. ? L B

673. Have you known any connexion existing between the outside mer-
chants and the Hong merchants, by which the capital obtained of the outside
merchants is brought to support the lower class of Hong merchants ?—I
believe that exists. L v

674. Is not Dr. Morrison the interpreter of the Company ?—Heis.

675. Ts he not also the Editor of the Canton Register ?-=No, I believe not.

'676. Is he a proprietor ?-—Not to my knowledge. o et

677. Are you acquainted with the statements of commerce which are con.
tained in the Canton Register ?—1 have seen them.: ‘ iy

678. As far as they have come within your information, do they contain
accounts upon which reliance can be placed P—Sometimes the information in
them is correct, and sometimes incorrect. The Canton Register is like other
newspapers in this respect. ! il ‘

_679. Do the Hong merchants make any objection to entering into security
for the American ships ?—The Hong merchants have invariably declared
their preference to being security for the Company’s ships; they wish to

refrain
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Have. nderstood: that the
ong merchants to become

eir, commercial transactions

e rom being security for other: ships. I
- Americans, upon_occasions, could only g
security for the ships by agreeing to carry on
1680, In point of fact, do not the Hong ;mefi!gharit!gﬁ become security for a
ery.considerable number of American ships; exceeding thirty in a year P
~ Every ship that arrives at Canton some Hong merchant must be security
for, ~The American ships of late years have been below thirty in number;
qrxlygtwemy in 1827-8, and below that number, I believe, in the subsequent
year, ‘ i Ll e o
. 681. Is there any additional charge made bythe Hong merchant upon
the American ship, not made upon the British ship, which can measure
the indisposition of the Hong merchant to become security for the one as
compared with the other P—What I have stated, I think, in some measure
answers the question, that I have known instances where the Hong mer-
chants have declined being security for the 1e age
of those ships agreed to trade with them, I conceive that afforded the Hong
‘nil](_erqhantsvan‘ opportunity of imposing an indirect tax upon the American
iy LD R W ;

682, Where a Hong merchant becomes security for the Company’s ship,
dQesii not the trade of that ship necessarily turn to the Hong merchant P—Not
O R ‘ e
. 683. In the case in which the trade of a British ship does not go through
the Hong merchant, is it not an arrangement, with the assent and permis.
sion of the Hong merchant, that the trade is carried on with an outside mer-
chant?—If the goods are shipped from Canton, they can only be shipped
from the warehouse of a Hong merchant, therefore it must be with his sanc-
tion, The junior merchants, the poorer merchants, have been those most
disposed to permit such shipments ; they have often formed connections with
the outside men, which have been very injurious to themselves, and injurious
to the trade generally. g i

684. Are the instances numerous, in which you have, in your experience,
known the Hong merchants to refuse becoming security for American ships?
—The Hong merchants did not refuse to become security ; but they showed
an indisposition ta become security, which indisposition did not extend to
the ships of the Company, i

685. How did they evince that indisposition?—By in some instances re.
quiring, I have been told, an indemnity bond of the captain or supercargo of
the vessel ; by the Hong merchant requiring, in some instances, that he should

be dealt with in preference to any other merchant.

' 686. How could a Hong merchant become security for aship without that
ship dealing with him ?—It is constantly the case with the Company’s ships ;

‘they become security for the ship, with no reference to their future com-
L ' M2 ‘mercial
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' becomie security
' \ at ship put into his hands ?

~He has no particular inducement to become security for an individual
Company’s ship, except from the advantages which he derives from the trade
g'_’ene'rally.” | WO AR Wl e
688, Did you ever know a Company’s ship to be secured by a Hong mer-
chant who had not a share in the Company’s business *—The Hong merchants

' bee

t

have all shares in the Company’s business. ‘
- 689. Are not some of the junior Hong merchants in such a 'state of ‘em-
barrassment as to induce the Select Committee not to trust them with the
management of the shares assigned to them, but that those shares are
managed by other more responsible Hong merchants on their behalf?—Not
now. In former years, when the juniors have been in'difficulties, such has’
beenithe came. || b o R
690.” Do the Hong merchants ever become security for private ships which
do not deal with them ?—I cannot say that they have not done so, =
691. Is there any indisposition on the part of the Hong merchants to give
security for country ships ?——I may say, to a certain extent, it has been ; for
they have required indemnity bonds, upon some occasions, to be given by
persons connected with the country trade, to protect them against any exac.
tions from the government, in event of deviations from the Chinese regula-
tions on the part of the persons connected with that trade.
692. Did you ever know that course adopted with respect to American
ships 7—I have been told that it has been; I bave been told that indemnity

i

bonds have been required from American agents. g .

693. With respect to ships of other foreign countries, Dutch ships for
instance, are you aware of any indisposition on the part of the Hong mer-
chants to become security for them P—The Dutch trade has been very limited
of late years ; but I am not aware of any such indisposition. L

694. Will you describe the process that takes place upon the arrival of a
ship, for the purpose of finding a merchant to become security 7—As far as
the Company are concerned, it has been arranged that the Hong merchants
shall successively become security for the ships as they arrive,

695. Within the last two or three years has not one of these Hong mer-

chants become insolvent ?—Yes.
696. Which of them is that '—Manhop.
697. Has he still a share of the Company’s business >—No..

698. Would Manhop be asked or permitted to secure one of the Company’s
ships 7—He is no longer a merchant ; Ibelieve he is at this moment at Elee,
in the centre of the wilds of Chinese Tartary. '

4 ‘ ‘ 699. Is




Isnot his hong still at Canton, and in the list of the security mer-

-No; he is a bankrupt, and his hong is dissolved.

. Did he not remain at Canton some time after he became a bankrupt
compromised with his European creditors?—1 believe he was kept in
very close confinement, by order of the Chinese government, for a number of
weeks. He was very much addicted to opium smoking, and, I believe, that
his only consolation. gl et e

701, If one Hong merchant failed with money belonging to an European
in his hands, -are not the Co-hong responsible for that debt by the law of
China ?—By the law of China to a limited amount enly, to the amount
of 100,000 tales: that is'the Imperial law, but that has never”béen acted

- 702, You stated that there have been othér ports besides Canton where

“ether Europeans have had access, as Amoy; can you state whether the same
mode of carrying on business ~through Hong merchants exists at those
establishments as at Canton ?-—1I stated that the Spaniards still possessed the
})iﬁiv‘ilege,\which I believe to be a merely nominal one, inasmuch as they
ave taken no advantage of it of late years; therefore mo mercantile
establishment exists with a view of carrying on trade, because there is no

trade.

\‘OS.beHydl}j know whether there was an establishment of H.ong mer-

chants for the purpose of cartying on trade there >—There is no foreign -

trade there now whatever, and therefore no merchants. I believe there was

in former years. i
704, Do you know what was the .establishment when foreign trade was
carried on?—Upon reference to the records of the Company, 1 have seen a
description of persons spoken«of during the early periods of our trade, desig-
nated government merchants; those persons have been persons who were
put forward by the Chinese government to deal with foreigners, and respon-
sible to the 56Vernme’nt, much in the same way that'the Hong merchants
are now. The early period of our trade with China shows the commerce
very ill conducted, and displays the English character to very little advan-
tage. The Portuguese and Spaniards, the Dutch and English, first appeared
on the coasts of China as a race of men eagerly desirous of wealth, but care-
less of the means by which it was obtained. The Chinese were at all times
their masters in the arts of fraud and deception ; but it cannot excite surprise
that a people wisely estimating the advantages of peace as the first of bless-
ings which can be bestowed upon a nation, should have regarded the con-
stant contentions of these early adventurers with the contempt and indiffer-
ence which they deserved. ‘ ‘
705. You have given in a table, showing that the barter trade in the year
ending the 30th of June 1828, in the port of Canton, amounted to 20,364,000
dollars ; can you state what proportion that bears of the whole foreign trade
at Canton?—I could give a statement of the amount of American trade, if
i it
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it were not already before the Committee; and' a com rison
statements, with that of the Dutch included, would give the resul ‘
shggld say the British trade at Canton is very considerably. beyond all the
. 1706, By this statement it appears that ‘the-mgl‘g;,on,,.yﬁthev‘pa‘w‘tu.mr:ﬁm; Com-
pany. imports 4,518,000 dollars, and that on private accounts including
11,248,000 dollars. The amount by the private individuals is 12,865,000
dollars,  Will you state in what manner this account is made up, ‘to enable
them to show the amount of imports of opium, when it is a prohibited article?
—1I have already stated, thatthough the Committeein Chinaare confined in
their commercial dealings to the Hong merchants, yet, like every other
description of persons in their situation, they receive information from every
source which they consider good; and when, they are desired by their
employers to furnish them with accounts of the opium trade or others, ‘they
consider it their duty to make such inquiries as. may elicit the best informa-
tion upon those subjects. Not dealing in opium themselves, they cannot
speak to the practical part, but they receive information from British agents
and others who do deal in it. Tzdé friendly intercourse' which has alwa s
existed between the respectable class of British merchants in China ind“t?x{é
representatives of the Company induces the British merchants to commu-
nicate readily information upon those subjects ; at least I have always found
it 8o T
707, Itis stated here, that 3,080 chests of Malwa opium are valued at 1,185
dollars per chest; in what manner is that valuation obtained ?~~From the
sale. Those prices are not put down by the Company’s servants; they are
obtained from the British merchants who deal in opium. >

708. Are the Committee to understand, that although the trade of opium
is prohibited under very severe penalties, yet that the quantity imported,
and the prices at which it is sold, is as regularly known as any other article
which is authorized apd regularly imported ?—It is made no secret of’; it is
generally known by the parties who deal in it, and they communicate it to
others. The prices of opium are always given in the Canton Register, a
public newspaper. ‘ ‘ _ : o

709. Is it not an instruction from the Court of Directors, that no English-
man in China shall in any way be concerned in the importation of opium?
~Noj there is no such order from the Court of Directors; the Company
prohibit any of their own servants from dealing in opium. )

710. Are you aware whether any of the Company’s marks are put on the
chests of opium imported from Malwa and Bengal —I cannot speak accu-
rately as to the fact. The only time when I have seen opium ‘was when it
was taken out of the chest. Ido not know that it is so, and I do not know
that it is not. j ! :

711. Is opium landed in chests' in China?—1I have understood that on

board the country ships they break up the chests and put the opiuml-)into
ags,




n which state itis delivered to the Chinese. The chest is a cumbrous
‘ ~and they wish to get rid of it. The chestdoes not find its way into
the Chinese boat ; it is, 1 believe, left in the ship..©. .. = . 7

on? The question refers to the transfer of opium from the country ships to
the opium boats P—When I first went to China, the opium trade was at
Macao, from which it went to Whampoa, and is now confined to the islands
at the mouth of the river.  The opium smuggling boats go alongside the
ships in the open face of day, and the opium is delivered to them upon their
presenting what is called an opium order from the agent in Canton.

“7"1“3.“: Is this trade (:arrie‘d on within the view of the officers of ‘gdvterpment

and the men-of-war boats of the Chinese P—Frequently within the view of

the men-of-war boats. | ‘
714. Are there boats stationed on the part of the Chinese authorities
within reach and view of this trade?—Not regularly stationed : they
frequently go and come there. They are constantly manceuvring ahout, and
often report to the Canton authorities that they have swept the seas of all
smuggling ships.  The ships remain there just the same. '

715. Have you ever known any case in which they have interposed to
revent the carrying on of this opium trade ?~"The Chinese have frequently
interposed by the strongest proclamations. I have known some instances in
which the opium boats have been seized, and the crew have had their heads
cut off. _ I
716, Has that happened when they have been detected up the river, or
at the place among the islands where the trade is carried on ?~—They have
been detected in different parts of the river. They are tried and convicted
in a very summary manner. The custom-house officers, by whom the opium
is seized, frequently on'such occasions light a fire on the top of a hill in a
conspicuous situation. 'The opium is declared to be burnt, but I believe
none of it is put into the fire. .

717. Then, in point of fact, the interposition, although it may be con-
nected with the loss of life, does not lead to the cessation of the trade P~
No, it does not. The Chinese government, with respect to opium, consider
it as a traffic that ought notito exist. An Imperial edict is supposed to. be
indisputable, and anything contained in it not to be contravened. They

never acknowledge it as a trade, |

718." Therefore the existence of established laws against foreign trade
and against foreigners by no means admits of presumption that the practice
is according to the law*—No. Practice and profession are much at variance
in China.

719. Then
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9. Then, in point of fact, it may be said that the smugglin,
o s carried on with the conuivance of the Chinese ties
the connivance of the lower Government authorities; I am not prepared

say of the higher authorities: B
720, Is that the case in the smuggling of bihef artiéies‘ P-Yes, it is.
721. Have you known of seizures being made of opium in the interior of
China ?—I have heard of them. I believe the opium finds its way to all parts
of the empire, and within the walls of the Imperial palace at Pekin, though
it is disclaimed and denounced as a poison. R

(!

722. Is it carried on without interruption ?_-No;‘it is lia,hfe ‘:tb freq:('xént
interruptions. ‘The persons who carry it from Canton are obliged to conceal
it about their baggage, to evade the search of the Chinese officers.

723, How can a trade of such an extent be a secret trade ?—It is an illicit
trade, i a0 Ut ol

724, You have stated that the smuggling trade in opium is confined to the
islands at the mouth of the Canton river ?—It is there that it is principally
conducted ; the foreign ships anchor there, and the opium boats go alongside
of the ships there. e : it

725. Is it carried on at any other parts of the coast ?—I have known opium
ships go along the coast with a view to disposing of opium, but I believe un--
successfully. i ‘ : i

726, Is the smuggling trade in other articles carried on in any other parts
of the empire #~—Not to'my knowledge ; it is all at Canton, e

727. Was there not a ship called the Merope freighted with"opium' b |
remember a ship of the name of Merope, in China. ‘ o

728. Did not that ship sail to the northward, and dispbse of th,Ca;é‘o
somewhere about the ports of Amoy and Ning-po ?—I heard that she went
along the coast, but the extent of her cargo I am not awareof. =

729, Have you ever known the Hong merchants deal in opium ?--Never,
to my knowledge.

780. Do you understand the consumption of opium in China to be rapidl
increasing f—Very rapidly. I think I stated that the year I left China the
importation of opium was supposed to be between 18,000 and 14,000 chests,
which was a very considerable increase, I have a statement of the consump-

tion and value of the Indian opium in China, from 1818-19 to 1827-8.

[ The witness delivered in the same. )
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LNT\‘QF‘ Consumprion and VaLos AN Opiom in Chrva,

o from 1818-19}0 l&ﬁ? 38

| [PATNAwd BENARES) MALWAH. L Tovag
‘ ““C‘h‘estg‘.? 1t Value. Chests, ‘ ‘Yalue‘_“ ‘ it Chelts | | Value.
L W DIk e B o Rene } Dollars. /| i Dollars,
18181819 v.0uis | 8,050 | 3,050,000 | 1,530 1,109,250 | 4,580 | 4,159,250
1819-1820 ..., | 2,970 | 3,667,950 | 1,630 | 1,915,250 | 4,600 | 5,583,200
© 18201821 ... | 3,060 | 5,795,000 | 1,720 | 2,605,800 | 4,770 | 8,400,300
1821.1822 ... | 2910 | 6,038,250 | 1,718 | 2,276,350 | 4,628 | 8,314,600
1822.1828,..... | 1,822 | 2828930 | 4,000 | 5,160,000 | 5822 | 7,988,930
11823.1824 ... | 2910 | 4,656,000 4,172 | 3,859,100 | 7,082 | 8,615,100
18241825 ..000e | 2,665 | 8,119,625 | 6,000 | 4,500,000 | 8,655 7,619,626
1825-1826...... | 3,442 | 3,141,755 | 6,179 | 4,466,450 9,621 | 7,608,205
1826-1827 ...... 3,661 | 3,668,565 | 6,308 | 5,941,520 | 9,969 | 9,610,085
i Czinton,; ;

10th November 1 828..

781. Ts that statement confined to opium which has passed the Company’s
sales in India, or does it include the opium which is smuggled from India to
China ?—1 believe it includes the Malwa opium, which comes from the
Portuguese port of Demaun.
- 782, Is there any Turkey opium imported into China ?—There is,

~ 788. To any considerable extent ?-—In some years, I believe, it has been
to the extent of 500 or 600 peculs. The amount of a chest of opium is
~considered exactly one pecul.

784. 1s the Turkey opium better or worse than the Indian opium ?—Very
inferior ; it is used by the Chinese to mix with the other opium. |

785. Does it go from the Mediterranean ?—It is brought from the Levant ;
chiefly from Smyrna, 1 believe. ' - ; :

786. By what class of traders 7—I have known it come from Sincapére ;
and [ have known it brought by American ships.

787. Have you known it brought by European ships >—I do not remember
any being .b'r.ought by European ships.

788. Are you aware whether the Company’s ships are allowed to take out
any Turkey opiumfrom England ?—They are not ; they are prohibited by
a regulation of the Company,

789. Are the Bengal ships allowed to take out any opium?—I do not

know. !
AN 740, Are

ey
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you not aware that m:

g

Company’s officers have speculated
it sent on from India to China,
741. Do you know upon what princlple the: Chinese gov
opium ?—Upon a moral principle.. . . .
742, In the statement you have delivered i
tales value of woollen remaining of the season of 1
from Europe in that year of woollens amount to 1,2
state whether that is about the usual quantity of st
Company’s stores at Canton P~The Company have ve ‘
remaining on hand. It has occurred once or twice, when t
has been larger than the market would take off; but they gen
of all goods as they are dinorted. | V00 sl S

ere is an

748, Have they any portion of their cotton, or uon, ‘or lead )
export remaining in store 7—-No. When I say no, I speak generally ; goods
occasionally remaining over to a trifling extent. A

744. Generally speaking then, the Company are able to dispese of their
importations into China in the course of the season ?—Certainly, =

745, Are the Committee to understand that the amount on private account
in this return of goods #mported into China includes the country trade, the
amount imported by officers of Company’s ships, and all other British sub-
jects I believe ititlaes. .ot G0ty i L R R

746. In the statement of the exports, it appears that the value of 51g§qu’
exported ou dccount of the Company, with their charges, amounted to
8,765,000 dollars, consisting entirely of teas; will you inform the Committee
whether the Company trade in any other article, as an export, except teas?
—Not now ; their investment is confined entirely to teas. They used to
deal in raw-silk and nankeens, but they have not lately. . . . 0 o0

747, Are you aware why the trade in raw.silk and nankeens was discon-
tinued ?—The Company left those trades very much to their commanders and
officers. i A e A
748. Were there any other articles, since you‘ha‘ve been at Canton, besides
silk and nankeens, in which the Company dealt >—None to my recollection,
except tea. : ] i : ol o
749. Are you aware to what place the silk and nankeens are now prin-
cipally exported from Canton?—I believe the manufactured silks exported
from Canton go principally to America; and the raw-silk comes a great deal
of it to this country, and very little of it to America, '« "
750. Are you aware that of late years a large quantity of raw silk has been
sent to Sincapore ?~~I know consignments have been made of raw-silk to
Sincapore ; I cannot state to what extent, i
: 751. Is

m from Europe to China, ha ;
ead of taking it in the Company’s that the

aving



ense been _:arttad‘.ms apore
_1g ther places. The license 8, ‘of
vhat‘ ppearé to be the! (:onawmp‘
’sc‘ertammg the' extent’
vFactory at Canton to those se

ncapom must have
,;jto 4 hmlted

mad "w: p‘?-a-— he Commnttee in China draw upon the;Benma[
amount of the balance of the trade.

*How ‘does the operation take place, and how is the exch.mve made ?
mpany regulate that exchange generally according to! the value of
sich is Chinese - bulllon, and of dollars in the Chinese. market,
tain at what rate they can secure the money being paid into
ury for bills, The standard of Sycee silver and of dollars differs
considerab \“Th v*a!ue of Sycee silver iis %8 parts of pute silver; the
standard value of dollars is ‘computed at 893 ; and notmthstandmg that
dtﬁ"ewnce, the premium which the Chinese Sycee silver bears over the
dollar is not; gmera]ly above three per cent.; so that, g generally speakmg,
- the Chmese give five _per cent. premium for coined over uncoined bullion,
ef wcoﬂpqmg given to coined bullion from a knowledge of the accu-
] d wath reference to the rate at which the Sycec silver
ng&e market compaxed with dollars, the Company regulate
ange upon Bengal The treasury at Canton is generally opened
ayourable circumstances, inasmuch as of late years the Company
. bills at 202 208, and 204 sicca rupees for 100 dollars ; those
bills are drawn upon the Ben al govemment m most seasons, to the amount
“of about 8,000,000 of dO‘HaI‘S‘ 41 Tt

756. What is it that makes the remlttance so favourable to Benual on the
part of the Company iy Y Canton treasury forms, to a certaln extent,
remittance for the proceeds of the s'\les of Indnan productwns of opmm ‘and
of cotton. )

757, Are the Commlttee to undelstand that a Iargel portion of the mvest-
ment of teas for England is provided by bills drawn by the Factory at
Canton on the Bengal presxdency ?—A portion of it is. 1 may say that the
Company 8 home investment is entlrefy provided by the sale in China of
Engllsh ma fdc‘tpres and. pmduotlons of our Indian posseSsmns. It is the
proceeds of those possessions. seeking s return to India that enables us to
ge& money u ‘_favourable terms,

N2 g T H58. But

thmi‘ tre& ‘
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pany % account. :

759, Will you state 1f yau an
recewed in Canton for bills on Beng
It varies; dollars are more or less v:
quantity of them; I have known the

760, In the statement tha yo
Factory received for bills o ) e Cour
dollars ; do yon know what was the, exchmge in tha
member at what rate that s;wcnﬁc ‘sum was drawn,
have been 4s. 34. in that yeat; bu af ; rs th
not been open for bxlls on the Court of Di

761. There is an item dese
into the treasury at Canton;
which are granted by the Committee i 1ang i ;
in their service, to afford them the means ﬂf remxttance for the profits upon |
their investments; they differ so far. from bills, that the rate at w ich they
are drawn remains to be adjusted by the Court in England ;

762. There appears in the exports from Canton Sycee silver nd Peruwan
silver 6,094,000 tales 3 is that exported by private merchants or by the C’om..
pany ?~"The Company have occasmnally sent dollars to Bengal g h y-do not.
expmt Sycee sxlver. e i

plohlblt the exportatwn of any metals. Dollars are allowed to
from China, but ‘not bulhon but ll: bas hlways beén eﬁport !
amount. :
764. Is any certrﬁcate obtained ﬁom the custom-house to
portation of bullion from Canton ’-—*-Of dollars, not of Sycee srlvel.
765. Then all Sycee srlver exported must be contraband ?mIts e:rportatwn
is prohibited by law.
~ 766, Has the. Lompany ever exported any dollars or Sycee sxlver smce )ou
were at Canton ?—Dollars they bave. sty
767. To what places have they exported them ?——-To Bengal

768. Are you able to state what quantity they have exported ?—»-uI remem-
ber one season to the amount of half a million sterlmg e

769. Was that export of silver a surplus of money after pmvxdmg for their
investment, or was it silver obtained for bills granted in Bengal *~-It arose
in that season from the imports having sold at a much better profit than was
expected, and the treasury contammg more money than was requrred for the
provmon of the home investment, it being contemplated by the Select

: Committee




sonable to the Bengal govern-

en in 1817, I think,
etition on the part of the
, wou ‘the price of teas. Is
nl; , een kept at a fixed or nearly fixed
you have been at Canton ?~I have mentigned variations
place in the price of tea during my recollection,
ware that cassia, silk, camphor, and generally the exports
n reduced in price, whilst tea has remained nearly stationary?

know the fact that all exports of China have been reduced

pit b A

they much jhighér now -thaﬁ ‘jt}hey were ?—-—They“‘a;eg h‘igh‘er than
ind we find greater difficulty in obtaining them. . = |

_know the proportion in which they have risen ?—I cannot
recollection. ki
(s in the power of the Americans, or any other country, if they
give a higher price than the Company, to obtain tea ?—I should think it was.
 777. Can you state whether green tea is used by the natives in China, or
~whether it i8 not principally an article of export ?—-I have been told that it
tipally for the foreign market, but [ believe it is also used in the

‘was. princ

S e ‘
778, Have you any reason to doubt the capability of its increase to any

amount to w iich the demand might arise ?>—I have already stated, that of
late ye has been more demand for it than the supply would meet,
from w uld be led to doubt the capability of its increase. .

not that arisen from the great demand which America has had

779. Has WA e the e |
‘ ‘L‘b’éi’ﬁg the principal customers P==That has eme‘red into

for green tea,
the causes of it.

/80. Are you aware what ‘ihgcrea‘s‘é‘has*’taken place in the exports of green
tea, including the supply to America as well as to the Company during the
seventeen years you have been at Canton?—I cannot state it from recol-
e R R R e |
781, Are you not aware that it has been considerably increased ?—1I be-
lieve the export of all teas has considerably increased, and the export of
green has increased in common with the others : the Company’s exports of
teas from China have within’my recollection increased considerably.
| 782. Are you able to state whether the Americans purchase the greater

part of their teas from the outside merchaunts or from the Hong mercbantis AR
e I believe

. the competition of the Americans raise the price of some
a ?-—With respect to the green teas, ithas always had that

Q.
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I believe the btést ‘pm of the Amr
part, is conducted with the Hong

788. Is it ‘not notorious that _
proportion of the American trade
stated that the outside deale 5
of the Jumur merchants to. ve
ascertaining what that. extent is

784, You were understood toist
Select Committee, they ha‘
the Hong merchants P—-In
and attempts to raise the pri es 1A \ |
any innovation on our pnvﬂeges, for they are limited enough but 1
attempts that have been made to raise the prices of teas b
among the merchants, have been put. dowmby the Compaj

785. If the Company had no longer a Factory there, but the British.
rests were represented by a consul, what, in your opinion, would be the ef
of an union of all the European consuls,at Canton, in case of an
imposition on the part of the Hong merchants ?~—1I conceive tha
of different huropean merchants resident in China would be ly to
variance, thatit would be very difficult to reckon on the possibility of such
an union. = But supposmﬂ such an unprobable result'to take place, I'conceive
the Company’s authority would derive very lxttle acqmsitmn of power or,
influence from 'such an association, i

786. You ‘have stated that the: influatice iof the Company dependsiupnn
their being the largest dealers at Canton ?=-1 have stated that as one cause
of the power and influence of the East-India Comparly | e

787, Are you not aWaretthat the influence of any. pation, or of any pdn-
vidual 'in a series of years in a commercial port, must depend upan the extent
to which they carry on their trade 3 and if, under the protection of a British
consul, the British trade was increased by being thrown open, is it not
probable . that the influence, of that. consul and of that nation would qontmue
as great as that of ‘the Company, ?—-—a-No, I do not believe that the Chinese
government would consent to receive a ng s consul : T mean, to acknow-
ledge him as the representative of the sovereign of this country, or to receive

ke shipments throug
‘\embke mtﬂnt“

5 _
him in the, character which we attach to him. Even on ‘oceasion of an

embassy, the name given by the Chinese to an ambassador is that of a tribute
bearer, a man who brings presents from an-inferiar Prince to lay them at the
feet of their Celestial Emperor I believe if the Company s chiel were vested

with the power of a consul to-morrow, that his condition in the estimation of

the Chinese would not be alteréd.” In cases where our men-ofiwar have been
in China, or any King’s officers, the Chinese have shown ‘every indisposition
to acknowledge them. T do not believe that the Chinese: would be brought
toacknowledge a King’s mepresentatwe under; the xmpresswr) whxch ey bave
of suoh a representative, . ‘ e s A

788 Was
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¢ representative of the King, and not of

‘the Chinese have no
rer of presents—

T & ing his Sovereign, in the capacity
a that their laws do mot consent to recognize. In an
i an smbassador with' Chinese authorities, they ask him how old

: d mself is, or how many children he has. - If

ld | y children I
] o, they start as if a hidden snare was laid

open, and are s They are ever ready to bring in aid of their views the
mos anfwﬂ;iq&d falsehoods; and with these the more 'venial equivocations
of European policy are but listle able to contend. AR

y received, and had he not an audience of
ative of the King of England 7—He was
cter which we attach to a King’s represen-

as the represe

not in the chara

o but

Does not that arise from their not conceiving that any foreign power
is on an equality with the Emperor?—In some measure, from presumption
of ind. "They consider China the centre of civilization, and their
A i}én of the universe. ' i

i

792, Are. you a'b‘lké_ms,'ta‘t!’céiwsﬁethéf they consider their government more
on an equality with the King’s representative than the Company’s represen.

tati hey know the King’s representative to be a man of high rank.
1 stat 1 reference to a King’s consul at Canton, that 1 do not believe
th ‘would recognize such a person, attaching to him the same

ceive t%egre\‘*ef would have received a deputation from

eived a deputation from the King of England at
, although we have little to boast of the reception
ur embassies. In reply to this question 1 ‘may state,
ers of the Select Committee were requested to proceed to
‘ ¢ in the year 1789, to be present at the celebration of the
‘Emperor’s birth-day., They declined proceeding there, it being understood
that they would be required to ‘submit ‘to very humiliating complianges.
Had they gone, T believe they would have been treated very much as other
deputed persons have been. |

794. Then why should not the representative of the King of England, as

a consul at Canton, if he has a superintendence and control of the same
ektent of trade, beequally respected with uny representative of the Com-
pany ?-—L think the conduct of the trade gives the Company’s representative
an advantage, ‘as well as that 't hinese have been accustomed to ne other.
There is at this moment a King’s consul in China, having a diploma from
the King of Hanover. I believe his existence, asa public functionary, is

as

Pekin, I think

L,
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as httle known among the Chines

- such authority ; we recognize none

_jealousy.
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admiral was in China the Chines
.said, here is the King’s authori

we have been accustomed, and a
their representative. i
1796, The Committee unders”
are very unwilling to trade with any 75 th ol
measure, independent, of forexgn trade ?—~I stated that I believed tha
more perhaps than any country in the world, was mdepemd ‘
commerce, inasmuch as it possessed nearly every variety of climate, and
had the necessaries and luxuries of life supplied by: successful grxcuhmre
and extensive inland commerce. I did not say that the, Chinese Wm'e averse
to trade ; 1 beheve any aversmn to Forelgnels to ha.ve} i .

796. Will you have the goodness to state in what manner the Company
were able, in 1814, when they stopped the trade with China, to succee
carrying their point, and in resisting the demands mad‘ ‘upon ‘them at‘that
time ?—DBy perseverarnce, I believe. i ‘ ‘

797. That is to say, by stoppmg the trade 7’-~By stoppmg ‘trade, im
the first instance, and by brmness and decxsmn unnl thelr obJects were
obtained.

798. Did they not. stop the whole British tmde 9—-Yes, they dld

799. Were they ab]e to stop the trade of any other Europeans ?m-Any
other Europeans were not involved in the ‘question, and the Company never
thought of attempting it. ' :

800, What, in your estunatxon, was the mducement to that ccmc,esmou
on the’ part of the Chinese ?-—I should say, a knpwled, e as well of the .
power and influence of the East-India Company, as well asa great reluc..
tance on the part of the Chinese crenerally, that-they should be epmved of
the advantages of their trade. I am not aware that I stated that the Cl}m se
were independent of forelgn trade 1 stated that they attached a very con; ;
siderable value-to it.:

801. Are you able, from any documents you have evex seen, to ascertam
the amount of the duties which the foreign trade of Canton produces to the
government ¥—I have already stated that I had heard it estimated that the
Imperial duties sent to Pekin were 2,000,000 of dollars. I have also heard
it called 2,000,000 of tales. p

802. Who were the parties at variance in that dlspute between the Hong
merchants and the officers of the Company >—The dissension was between

- the Chinese government and the representatives of the Company

803. Was not the local government at Canton backed by the Impenall

government at Pekin ?—It was.
804. Then



i Was Suﬁiclent to mduce
irhey had made to the de-
)y the Company ‘at that
0 ‘ no. demands were made

mpany f‘rom the Impenal govemmenw fan Wikt

805. Do not you imagine that the stoppage of the trade caused great
nvemencq to the merchants, and that it was their. mﬂuence which in«
du- d the government to yield ?—1I believe it produced great inconvenience
to all classes connected with foreign trade ; great personal inconvenience to
the merchants themselves, and of‘ course, to all natives in any Way connected
with the trade. i q

- 806, You' stated, that there had been an edlct 153ued by the Imperlal
government, which the Company’s officers resisted ; was there any edict of
revocation ?—1. cannot state whether there was an ‘edict 'of revoca.tlon, or
whether it became a dead letter.

807 How long d1d the suspensxon of the trade continue ﬂ——About two
months, ‘

808, Was there any other reason assngned for withdrawing. the order of
prohtbltmn than the inconvenience arising from the stoppage of the trade ?
~1 dare say there were many reasons assigned for it ; I only lmow what
‘e Iasslgned myself‘

809‘ Are. you aware whether the Viceroy of Canton has any mterest or
partxmpatmn in the proﬁts arnsmg from the commerce at Canton P~-I should
think he had.

810 It the prices of woollens and of the different articles of import into.
Ca on were reduced, would not the trade of Canton be thereby consider.
creaseql ?f--si‘hat is too general a question fop me to answer. -

‘811 In those years when woollens have been cheaper than ordinary, have
you sold more of them or not ?~-The Company’s supply of woollens has been
regulated wn;h refm‘ence to the supposed demand, taking one year wu;h
another. ) ;

812, Have yo‘u known the price of woollens considerably lower by the im-
ports of American or other foreigners =1 have known the importation of
Dutch camlets to interfere with the sale of British.

818, Have the prices in China been lowered in proportion to the lowering
of the prices in this country ?—The sale prices of the Company’s woollens
in China have very materially decreased within my recollection.

814, In fixing the price there, do you fix any per-centage of profit upon
the English prices >-~We are regulated by the demand of the Chmese market
‘without much reference to the cost value.

0. ' g
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815, Are you aware that the c%mmyl-uf woollens imported by th.
pany decreased from the years 1809 and 181
‘bieces, to 128,000 in 1827 and 1828 ?—I beli
Jompany before Parliament on this subject to
816, Have you any means of knowing whether the i
ricans and other nations in the same time have increased m n
this decrease P—] am not prepared to draw a comparison, . |

817, Is it within your knowledge that the Company have admitted indi-
vidual merchants in London to fill up any vacant tonnage in their ships upon
their application for the export of woollens to China ?~-I have been told that
they have done so. N ddiin s S e o O R i)
818. Can you state at what rate per ton 2=l cannot. = =
819. Were the goods so exported confined to the Company’s Factory at
China, or were they at the full disposal of the merchants that sent them
there 7—-My recollection is, that they were not confined to the Factory.
820. Were they a free consignment to any house established at Canton f-—
I, believe so. i o : T e R e
821. What could they receive in return for those goods?—I do not know.
822. Are you certain that the Company have permitted persons to send
out manufactures from England, leaving them the disposal of the consign-
ment at China, and not confining them to the Company's Factory ?—That
is my impression; sbut I am not certain of the fact. I believe goods
belonging to private merchants have also been sent out in the privilege ton-
nage of officers, = 0 b e i e
823. Are you awareé whether the Company’s servants have ever made anj
representation to the Hong merchants on the subject of the American deal-
ings with them; that is, on the increase of dealings with the outside
merchants >~~There weregsome diseussions which took place in the year be-
fore last, in which the’ Company were engaged, which had reference to the
question. , ; i i

824, What was the nature of that correspondence on the part of the
Company with the Hong merchants —The greater part of the proceedings
on that occasion. has been published ; it was not a correspondence which was
confined to the Hong merchants, but extended to the government. Though
a member of the Seléct Committee, I was absent from China at the Indian
presidencies when the discussion took place, and I differed in opinion with -
the Select Committee as to the expediency of several of the measures
adopted. ‘ | i

825. Have you seen the documents ?-—I have.
- 826. Can you state the nature of it ?—The discussions with which the
Committee were connected originated in the bankruptey of the Hong mer-
chant Manhop.s At the period of his bankruptey it appeared that his insol-
JEGh : vency



very much n? \ | the outside dealers; and
ng merchants generally, as a body, were very anxious that the extent
~ of that dealing should be limited, inasmuch as they had sustained very serious
~ losses from bfz%;pgihald responsible for the bankruptey of junior merchants.
The Americans being connected with some of the outside dealers in question,
were desirous to su&fim{t;ﬁhen‘u, and anxious that the Hong merchants should
nowise interfere with them. The American merch ﬁﬁ&'haqf by the temptation
of higher prices, succeeded in some previous seasons in diverting from the
Company’s investment a portion of the teas which were contracted for by the
Hong merchants ; and it was with the view to prevent the recurrence of that,
that the Committee gave every encouragement in their power to the Hong
_merchants, to prevent as much as possible the connexion of the outside
dealers with the juniors of the Hongs i R
827, Are the Committee to understand that the Hong merchants of their
own accord were willing to deal with the Americans, and had dealt with the
Americans, but that the Company’s servants interfered to prevent it ?~No 3
1 did not state that, - ' ‘ ‘
828, Did not the Company’s servants interfere to prevent the Hong mer-
chants dealing with the Americans—No, not the Hong merchants.
829, You have stated that the Select Committee were vested by law with
power to exercise a control over all British subjects at Canton. . Do you
apprehend that there would be any danger to the British interests at Canton
if English free traders were permitted to export teas from hence to the Con-
tinent of Europe, supposing that the ships’ crews and supercargoes were,
whilst in China, subject to the control of the Select Committee, in the same
way as all British subjects resorting to Canton now are ?~-I have stated gene-
rally, that I conceive any great extension of the private trade in Canton would
have a tendency to endanger its security, inasmuch as there would be a greater
resort of British subjects there, and they would be more likely to come into
collision with the Chinese. =~ ' = :
830. Do you apprehend there would be any danger to the British interests
at Canton if English subjects were permitted to trade between the United
Kingdom and China in every thing but tea, supposing the tea monopoly to
continue as it now is, in the hands of the East-India Company ?—I think
1 have already answered this question. I conceive also there would be a
considerable temptation to smuggle tea into this country. :
831. Supposing that, in addition to the powers now vested in the Select
Committee at Canton by law, they were accredited trom the Crown, and
acted solely as a consulate, without having any coucern in trade either for
themselves or others, but exercising a full control over all British ships and
subjects resorting to Canton, would there be any danger, under such circum-
stances, in throwing the trade entirely open?—I do not think they could
possess, under such circumstances, the power they do at present, inasmuch

as the control of the commerce adds materially to their influence.
02 832. Do
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. 1 conceive that impres

purchase their tea on more advantageou ER ‘ sion
o exist upon the minds of the Americans thefnselves, inasmuch as I have

frequently seen the word ‘¢ Company” printed, which is not

the Company’s investments, upon tea-chests consigned on board American
vessels. 1 was informed that the mame * Company’” attached a quality to
those teas among the Americans, which would not belong to them if that
mark was not upon the chest. This left an impression upon my mind, that
even in America the belief was that the Company got better teas than any
other, purchasers: wilh il gt i e R

- '838. Are you aware of a proclamation issued on July the 2d, 1828, per-
mitting an intercourse between the Americans and the outside merchants in
certain articles, although excluding them in others ?—The outside merchants

-were always permitted to deal in certain articles, china-ware and all retail

goods. They used totrade at the same time in manufactured silks; but that
was by a connivance of the law. Within the last two years they have received
permission to deal in manufactured silks as well as in other articles,
834. Do you recollect the issuing of the proclamation referred to?—1I
have read the proclamation. iy TR M D S
885. Was that subsequent to the discussion that took place between the
supercargoes and the Hong merchants ?—It was subsequent to the discussions
to which I have alluded. : L T
836. Was it about that period?—I1t was in consequence of the discussions
that had taken place. ' = \ | G R
837. Can you state whether teas may not be frequently procured at Manilla
and many of the eastern islands as cheap as in China, and witl the same

facility >—1I have never understood so to any amount.

' 838. It appears in the Report of the Committee which sat in the year 1813,
that Mr. James Drummond, now Lord Strathallan, who was the chief of the
Company’s Factory, gave his opinion that they certainly could be procured
as cheap, and frequently cheaper; do you concur in that opinion ?—I believe
it could not be procured at those places in any quantity and of good quality.
As far as Manilfa"is’ concerned, the Spaniards have shown little disposition
to encourage the resort of British subjects to that place. i G g

839. If the English trade were to become a free trade, and no longer in
the hands of the Company, would not that, in your opinion, break up the

on

is not the habit with

Hong and cause a different constitution of the Chinese trade ?—1I conceive

it would lead to results upon which no person could speculate, from the very
peculiar character of the Chinese. I should be sorry to say that the English
power could not compel the Chinese to come to any terms they chose to
dictate, but the result of that, I think, would be an interruption of the ami-
cable relations that now subsist. Admitting that such an open trade could

“ : ‘ i be
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against individual

ived, at the same time, the support-of their government.
0. As those relations are merely relations of trade, are you mnot of
on that the trade would find its own relations after a little time of con-
at might p‘erha{»s result from the change ?=1I conceive it is very
t to apply genera principles to the Chinese, or the conduct of their
T e R T G T
Supposing the trade to continue a monopoly trade for the consump-
ion of teas in England, and that English ships and English merchants were
permitted to carry on an indirect China trade, that is to say, a trade between
China and other parts of the world ; would that, in your opinion, endanger
in any way the authority of the Company’s Factory'in China ;I have stated
that I think every increase of the resort of British subjects to China would
‘more or less affect the security of the trade. e
844, Is not the resort of British subjects to China always necessarily con-
fined to a Vé’ry small spot *—It is. bl |
. 848. Are you of opinion that, even if the commercial intercourse was
increased, that could affect the peace of the country out of the reach of that
small district to which it is confined ?~I.do not think the Chinese would
increase the limits in proportion to the increased resort of British subjects.
. 844, As the amount of trade would probably not be augmented, but the
only difference would be that British subjects would carry on a portion of
that trade which is now carried on by the Americans and others, could that
either require a larger extent of ground upon which to carry it on, or could
it in any way involve the Company’s Factory in any increased risk or
danger ?~1t would be in proportion to the increased extent of such a trade ;
the probable involvement in difficulties with the Chinese would be regulated
by shatl i il '
845. Suppose twenty British ships-should be substituted to carry on the
trade which twenty American ships now do with the continent of Europe,
and that the Company should #emain as they now are with the monopoly
of the English market, would any danger arise from that substitution ?
I believe that twenty American ships are not now employed in the
o e L R A
846. Suppose that substitution to take place, whatéver the number miglhit
be?—It depends very materially upon the number; I think the danger
would be in proportion to the increase, ; o
847, Supposing a like number of British ships to replace the Americans
which have carried on the carrying trade of Europe, would there be any
~ danger in that-case —I think there is a difference on this account, that the
erews of English ships come more readily into collision with the Chinese
than the crews of the American ships ; there is a more prudent and wary
g ‘- - T character

r

-

an almost unlimited
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character ‘belaxij%imgﬁw the American, when co
veckless spirit of English sailors ; in that case,

those men were in ships which were not under any
and control. . The superiority of the ships of the

| npany I
ﬁ}gline and. arrangement is_ generally manifest; in proof )gf
efficiency 1 may mention, that since I have been acquainte
indeed for the Jast twenty-four years, there has not been one si
of a homeward-bound China ship being either lost or captured. During this

seriod between 400 and 500 of these fine merchantmen, the most perfect ever
ﬁnoiwn in the commercial history of the world, must have‘navigmd between
China and Great Britain, a part of the distance of 14,000 or 15,000 miles,
being through seas of difficult and dangerous navigation. This may, I think,
be received as a proof of the efficiency of the China ships of the Company,
as ‘well as of the skill of the officers by whom they are commanded ; many
other advantages might be stated which they possess. - i

848. Has any inconvenience tesulted from the increased number_ of
country ships trading to China?—There has been no proportionately in-
creased resort of Europeans to what would take place ‘in the event of an
open trade, inasmuch as the crews of the country ships are composed of
Lascars ; but T have known some violent acts take place in China from
persons connected with country ships. I may mention one which occurred
three years ago amongst the shipsat Lintin. The captains of some of those
ships, which were American and country ships, saw a Chinese boat captured
by one of the custom-house boats, which were there upon duty. They
imagined that the Chinese boat contained one of their own people, and they
immediately went to his rescue. Upon going alongside the Chinese war
vessel they were warned off; and upon insisting upon going on board, stones
were thrown at them by the crew of the Chinese vessel. The Lascars in
the boat were ordered to fire upon the Chinese boat, and upon that occasion
one Chinese was killed and ten wounded, one of whom afterwards died.
The Chinese government considered that it was the act of pirates, and indeed
it very much deserved that character, A stoppage of the trade might have
taken place, but the Chinese were at that moment in no temper to enter into
discussions. It was discovered afterwards that no person belonging to these
ships had been seized by the Chinese war vessel. I conceive 5;13 was con-
duct which the Company’s representatives in Ching, if appealed to by the
Chinese, must have considered indefensible. L ;

849, In what year was this ?—In 1827. , ‘(

850. Have you ever known any such act committed by British subjécts in
China ?—This act was committed by British subjects, I have known affrays
of sailors with the Chinese. W L

851. Can you recollect any instance of any boat’s crew of an Indiaman
trader acting in the way in which you have stated the crew of that vessel
did 2—No, I do not remember any istance that I can compare with\it.:A

852. Are
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e netimes British sailors on board the country ships ?

1 802, Are ot there sometimes British.sailo

H i ittt

Jere you at Canton at the time whe
his way up the river?~-Iwas. o i |
~ 854. Did not he fire into the fort ?—He did, and the walls of the fort
were in part blown down. R R . S i

. 855. What was the result of that?-—Sir Murray Maxwell, upon arriving
in the Canton river, was molested by the Chinese war vessels. He appealed
to the Viceroy of Canton, No attention was paid to his appeal, and he
‘determined upon moving up the river,- ' Upon his being fired at by thé forts,
he laid his ship to, and fired several broadsides into them, when he proceeded
up the river and anchored in the harbour of Canton. A Chinese deputation
came the next day from the Viceroy to congratulate the Committee upon
the manner in which Caﬁtain Maxwell had conducted himself, We were
hardly prepared for such « result, but upon asking an explanation, they
state(iz that though he had been fired upon by the fort, he had not fired 2
single gun in return, and that in consequence he might be permitted to
‘come up the river. In point of fact, it was more than the Viceroy’s situation
or perhaps life was worth, to admit the possibility of an English frigate
forcing the port. R ~

ik

r Murray Maxwell forged

%/F immediately afterwards ?~—Captain Hall was in company with Captain
axwell, and came up either at the same time or soon afterwards.

857, Was not it the fact that the Lyra, in which Captain Hall was, was
not stopped as the Alceste had been ?—To the best of my recollection she
was not molested, at least to no great extent.

- 858. Do not some of the Americans keep some fast-sailing vessels for the
purpose of forcing. a contraband trade on the coast of China *~Not. that- I
was aware of. During the period of the American war the American
vessels that came to China were very sharp built, partly acting as privateers,
and partly to enable them to escape from our men-of-war. I sheuld say that
the Americans have lately altered the construction of their vessels, they now
build squarer ships. ‘ §

. 859. Are you aware of any fast vessels being kept there for the purpose
“of smuggling upon the coast —1I have never known that they were built for
that purpose. I have known American schooners engaged in the trade, and
these were fast vessels. : ;
860. Are not the smugglers of China a very powerful body ; do not they
move in considerable fleets upon the shore 7~—Not in fleets ; their boats are
very well manned and armed. :

861, Do not they set the government at defiance 7~ Entirely, I should say,

K

where they have sea room.
. : 862. Do

856. Did not they allow a vessel commanded by Captain Hall to‘bmﬁé

L,
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© 1 862. Do you suppose ‘that}‘-wthﬁ!ﬁJi;g@vm;mv@nﬂi&%ﬂ@p&b}@@ of keeping them
under ?-—They possess no marine force capable, in my opinion, of suppressing
- 868. Is the force of the smugglers upon the increase or upon the decrease ¢
—The smuggling trade of China is materially upon the increase. . =

b

) (A il (i Rl

864, In what way do the Portuguese at Macao buy and sell with the
Chinese ?-The Portuguese trade at Macao is very limited, Following
gradually the decline of the power and resources of the mother Qdud‘ﬁ'f;
they have dwindled into insignificance. The Portuguese have frequently
applied for the privileges of trade at Canton, which have always been refused
them. They are obliged to have their teas brought from Canton, but they
are not allowed to reside there ; they are confined to Macao, which at one
time was a very important settlement, but now exhibits only the ruins of
former prosperity. A Ao b

865. During the time when the commerce of Portugal to Macao was con-
siderable, did the Chinese go down to Macao to buy their articles and sell
others, or how was the trade carried on?—It was variously carried on. At
one time by a coalition between Chinese and Portuguese merchants, which
lasted but a very short period, as the Chinese were found to be very much
their superiors in industry, as well as in the arts of deception. They were
afterwards compelled to purchase from the Hong merchants, and in trifling
articles from the outside merchants, = Ui sl e i

866. Has any trade arisen with the Brazils ?~—Not to any extent, that I
am aware of. e b ‘ M

867. 1s there any considerable coasting trade carried on by the Chinese
themselves >~ Lhere is, I believe; Ido not know to what extent.

868. Do you know whether any vessels sail from their ports to the islands
of the Eastern Archipelago?—Yes, they do; few proceed from Canton,
from the circumstance, I conclude, that the produce of the islands of the
Archipelago is brought there in foreign ships. The principal trade of these
junks is from the province of Fokien, the province where the black tea is
grown. L ! b LR
 869. Of what size are the vessels I have heard the largest estimated

at 600 tons, They are by no means sea-worthy. ! ! e

870.  Are you aware that they import tea into Sincapore ?—I have seen
statements of it, but I have no personal acquaintance with it. L
871. Have you ever heard of the American vessels smuggling it directly
from the tea provinces ?—Never. ] ’ :
872. Are you aware that the Chinese vessels now go to Bengal ?—No, I

am not aware of that. ' et ‘ : i

873. Do those vessels that leave China for the purposes of foreign
trade require any license, or is the trade contraband ?~—The principle of
the Chinese government has always been to prevent the emigration of its

A g subjects

»

6L



eign commerce. . No instir-
1e Chinese foreign trade,
ent, as being an' improper

bjects,’ mw&mmugagwmmm aging in fi
impediments are placed in the wa
thou has been disclaimed by - the gov
trade for its subjects to engagein. . .
' 874, Are the Chinese permitted to leave Chi
AR R |
5. Is not a considerable portion of the population' of Sincapore,
nese ?—It is ; nearly all the islands of “the Eastern Archipelago are inha-
bited by Chinese, who form the most industrious portion of the population.
| 876. Have you ever been in the interior of the country P—I have not,

‘ many gﬁreat distatice. "0

877, 'When the Chinese go to reside in foreign ‘countries, are 1‘*‘-ﬁiey

allowed: to export their wives ?==No. The Chinese who go to foreign

_ countries seem never to go there with a view to fixed residences = They aré

remarkable for their nationality, and as soon as they collect a competence

they return. They are prohibited from emigrating from China, and that

rohibition of course extends to their wives, which isan additional assignable
reason for their not becoming fixed colonists. ‘ |

878, Are not woollens worn by the natives at Canton during the wintef

‘months ?—They are. ; ‘ i it
" 879, Are not_the cold months at Canton February and March#—The
cold season is from November to April. TG

. 880. Is not the climate at that period much colder at Canton than it is at
Calcutta ?—1It is ; the two climates are distinctly different, though nearly on
the same parallel of latitude. ) e g
© 881. Is there much intercourse between the . Chinese and ' Japan?~
There is some intercourse . between the Chinese and “Japan, but to a
limited extent; the Chinese are looked upon at Japan with the same
distrust as other foreigners, perhaps more so, from the proximity of their
empire to Japan. i : i

882, What difficulties exist with respect to any trade with Cochin China

and Siam?—The extreme jealousy of the governments, and the kings of .

these countries putting themselves forward as the first merchants in their
dominions, requiring the right of pre-emption of all commodities, and
attaching their own prices to them. W¢ ‘have endeavoured to propitiate
their favour by unsticcessful missions, which have tended to injure our trade
rather than promote its interests. That description of wretched truckling
to the despots of these ultra-gangetic nations and persons, in the capacity of
British representatives, walking about without shoes among white elephants
and monkies, has only tended to degrade our national character without ob-

taining for us any commereial advantages.

883. Supposing the European trade were excluded from China, would it

not resort to the islands in the Eastern Archipelago?-—I think that great
s : P -+ difficulties

L.,
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ifficulties would arise in the w&ywwﬂmmwmw here; from the us At
mﬁme\ﬂ nature of the Chinese vessels, and the inse ‘ft‘@varmm;iuh weppooed
to attach to property.embarked:in them; fv ﬂwvdfﬁculms which mlght
be placed in the way by the Chinese government of th  of )
great quantity from China, They have, pre e
native vessels by sea to Canton. ‘
884, Are the transactions,of the smugglmg trade carmed onwwmhi as, much
ﬁdellty and regularity on the part of the Chinese as t.h@gtranaaamons h
regular trade 2 —With, wonderful regularity, mnsxdermg the nature of the
trade; certa.mly not with tha same regularity as those of the legal urade

885. Are you acquainted with the transactions in Sy@ea ?-u-wYea,; 1
. 886. Are those carried on with regularity 2—With extreme regularity.

887. Is'not:thata trade in which, if there wasmot reguiarity,. there-wouild
beexposure to fraud?—1It is from itsmature very open to frauds: at the same
time, the enployment of' the persons that. deal m Symw ﬂap&wa}e ammely
upon their preserving their: characters.

888, And' the resultis; that those trarrsactmns are very regul%?—-«-u
derfully so.

/880, Supposing the same ‘establishment that the Company ‘now have at
Canton were to be continued as deputies or representatives of the (’frown,
and to have the same control, or a greater control over every British sub;ect
resorting to China than they now have, could’ not, in' that’ case, a Tree
trade be carried on without any risk or danger ?-Not with! the: same secu-
rity that exists at present..

890. Supposing they had the same power, why qhonld they’ nat act on
behalf of!, HP ‘King as they now act on behalf of the Company ?—Their
possessing the power of King’s consul would give' them a greater control
aver British subjects, but would eﬂ‘ect lLttle change in their character i in the
estimation of the Chinese.

891. Suppose they were vested w1th the power of 1mpusoning amd sendmg
away, and.controlling in any way the crews of the vessels resorting to the
port of Canton, can you see any difficulty there would be in carrying on
a free trade 7—1I think the answers: 1" have previously: given. go to show
difficulties as:likely to'exist. The Select Committee possess the powmr“of
deportatlon, as 1t is called ahfeady, by a clause inthe chartem of mw

892.. Do you. thmk that, the. great trade which the Company carry on
there gives them an authority which would not be possessed by persons
Eot carrying on trade ?—-—-ﬁnquesuonably it gwes them both power and ins

uence.

893. Would not a gleater degzree of tlade canwdm by Bnghshmen,
undeleg their authouty, gwe them a greater influence ?—1do not know that, it
wou itsiiit bk W e

e

894.«. Is
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prehend. from.

ﬂw the Umted btates af' Aﬁnenca, atnd carrymg on
“isswq f'or other _persons en«aged m f:ha't busﬁhe,gspy

897, 4 a,,mqm%ve],yaﬁ qny,otlwr house in leu'pool ?--I presuzb@ we are,
898, ‘Have you been employed, either on yourown accountor on accoutit

of other persons, citizens of the United States, to ship goods, bmng Bntlsh -

mmufacturas,, to China from this country >—We have.

899, To what extent 2—sProbably that (question will be: most coméctly ans
awmmdbw emorandum from my books. ' This is an exact account of' the
amount which we have from time to time shipped, the total amount is
£744,257. 8s, 6d. Jin November 1821, £66,751. 19s. 4d. ; in March 1822,
ﬁﬁ@%& 18, 8d. ; 'in March 1828, £50,834. 12s. 8d.; in August 1824,
£58,277. 9. 5d. ; in February 1825, £52,422. 10s. 7d.; in September 1825,
£ 6016 14s: 2d. 3 in July 1825, £54,217. 2s. 1d.; in December, .;647,505

o d., m Septe ber 1826, £48 471, 7s. 11d.; in June 1827, £59,808.
2.?.”'9(2 { in October, £65,966. 19s. 4d.; in May 1829, £55,909. 4s.8d.; in

A ﬁ% 818 185, '6d. The sums 1 have stated were the amount of

\volces with charges after deducting drawbacks. Some of the ships took
aama specie, ‘the ‘-smwunt of which cannot be ascertained with accuracy, ' but
in the whole it cannot have exceeded £10,0005 the rest was: Bmtmh dmy
goods, and some other small matters.

© 900, ‘Were those %hqdﬁ shipped for Canton, or were they shxpped for
auy other place %—*— ey Were shmpped for Canton, but we generally clehned
out for Batavia. -

901, Had you any partxcular reason for. preferring to clear out. for
Java instead of clearing out direct for Canton ?—So long us my friends con-
sidered the business worth following, they were willing that it should be as
little known as possxble to others.. .

902. Was it from a dread of exciting competmon that you conceive they
wished to'clear out for Batavia instead of Canton?—I presume it was.,

903. What proportion do you conceive that the manufactured goods, .

wlmch you shlpped upon agency for China, bears to the whole export of
X2 manufactured

QL

the unlimited resort of Bmtmh M’Eeb‘ 1830.
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manufactured goods in neutral bottoms from

that on American account, I should suppose might be one-half or one-third;
but I cannot speak with any degree of accuracy,as to that point. |«

904, But you know that other houses have shipped goods on American
account from this country to Canton ?—I know they have. = g

905, Have you any means of knowing whether those fapeéulaitiohs‘. ‘héve

turned out profitable or otherwise to the parties >—Latterly they have been

very unprofitable ; the last three or four years. . = .,
906, Can you explain the circumstances that, have led to the

unprofitable >—I think thereare yarious causes wh  they have been

able. One probability is the circumstance of the East-India Company having

~ supplied Canada direct with teas, which prevented teas being smuggled into

the Canadas from the United .States; another cause probably is, that the
markets of Europe have been more shut against the Americans by prohibitory
duties, and in consequence of more direct’ trade between those countries
and Canton in their own bottoms. - e W i :

007. You mean the return trade from China in tea 7—Yes. ' Another cause,
which I should think has probably still more beating upon the American
trade with India and China is, that the credit given for duties in the
United States is long.  The credit given on ships coming from China is six,
twelve, and eighteen months, except on teas; there is upon thema credit of
twelve months on the duties after they are taken out of bond; and those
facilities, I conceive, have furnished capital, which has produced over-trading,

and made the trade eventually not so profitable. ‘ o
908. What was the largest import of tea from Canton to the United States

prior to this over-trading ?—1 am not able to answer that question. . °
909. But you know, generally, that there was an excess of supply of tea,
as compared with the demand in America?—Yes, I am quite aware of that,
910. Do you recollect in what year this excess of supply which has made
the trade so unprofitable, first became manifest in America 71 think it began
to be felt four years ago. St kaoe el e e
911. Do you mean to state to the Committee, that the losses sustained in
this trade were upon the returns from China, rather than from the exports
from this country ?——I confine myself altogether to the returns from China,

012. You stated that the continental duties upon tea imported from the
United States were raised ; at what period was that alteration ?~I cannot
state exactly the period; I merely know the fact of there having been
obstacles in the way of trade that have caused some impediment to that free

)

shipment they before enjoyed. e
913. Do you apprehend that before the East-India Company undertook to
send teas direct from Canton to the British provinces in North America, that
those provinces were principally supplied from the United States?-~1 have
no
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ied to a considerable extent from the United 25 Feb. 1830:

i dloubt that they were sup

O cise extent ot state. e W, Brown, I
' 914. Do you believe that any supply now comes from the United States =~

 British provinces ?—I think, if any thing, itis the reverse. !

. You think it is more probable that teas are intraduced from Canada !

the United States ?—1 think it is very probable they are, under existing
ircumstances, , T A
- 916. What is the rate of duty upon tea in the United States P—It varies,
dependiug upon the description of tea ; but that I am not altogether able to
answer. 1 am aware that it is a high duty, but I cannot state exactly what
;ﬂ’tst i “' i y / “ ; "’:‘;‘H‘j‘v “ i W b Nl ‘, | i ‘”w‘ i i ., '_
. 917. You stated that a credit is given for the duties for as long a period
as eighteen months in some cases, and that this credit has been the means
of given facility to over-trading, by creating a capital in the hands of parties
- who were embarked in those speculations ?—That is my opinion.
918, Of course, the amount of the capital so created in their hands must
depend upon the amount of duty >—Certainly. e |
i From the statement you read, there appears to have been a consider-
able shipment of goods in the last year >—There bas been. ‘ ‘

. 920. Is the trade reviving on the part of the United States P==I cannot

sa that it is; but it has been so long bad, that the parties embarking in

those speculations have a reasonable hope and expectation that it will revive

for their imports to the United States by the time the vessels return.
921. What are the returns from China to the United States >—Principally

| t@%ﬂ”aﬁdlsﬂk&/ﬁ’shauld say that the prices of teas are a little better in the

~ United States, but nothing of any moment. i ‘

fg:?qrm you have opportunities of communicating w.i‘thh.captéins

and owners of vessels which you freighted, and with supercargoes that have
trad hina ; did they ever state to you any difficulties that occurred

with respect to the sale of their goods, or the purchase of the teas, orother
commodities in China, by the interposition of the Chinese authorities in
Canton %—I make it my business frequently to inquire of captains of those
vessels the nature of the Chinese trade, and I never was aware that any
difficulty whatever arose on the part of the constituted authorities there, but
thereverse; 1 have understood that they were very much disposed to culti-

vate the trade. and to afford every reasonable facility. il

928, Do you know whether the United States have any establishment at
Canton to protect or to facilitate their trade >—At one time they had a consul
~there ; but I am not certain whether they have at this moment or not.

924, Do you know whether the purchases made by the supercargoes of
the ships in” which you are .interested were made through the Hong mer-
chants, or partly from the Hong merchants and partly from other merchaéus,
: traders
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‘aﬂhiis cargo from him ; but in ev

'signed, if his teas are as cheap as others.

traders in tea ?~~The gourse of trade, 1 appreh

in China, is, in the first instance, toapply

resident, who makes the contract with th
can with him, and generally gives him th
m him ; but in every instaoce I have eve;
been at libérty to purchase from the other Hq “ﬁ “or from
but generally giving the preferenceto the Hong o wh

- 925, Do those supercargoes 'go generally to the outsid
first instance they ‘mUSt'a}pply to one of the Hong m
vessel; and it is matter of arrangement or contract with him what qu :
of teas they shall take from him. He generally shows them his samples,
and itisarranged to the satisfaction of ‘t“i@e parties; but ‘I believe a
proportion is bought from the other Hong merchants, or froi 0
merchan,ts‘.’ i | ‘_” el : Bl J o i ‘ |
026. Then there is no obligation to trade with the Hong merchant beyond
the agreement made in the contract for securing the vessel?>—None. ¢
927. Do you know whether the price of teas purchased by the \per-
cargoes varied considerably at differentperiods >—I have always understood
China fo be a Huctustisagiguiben s = LR LT w6 LR R T
928, Did the supercargoes ever complain that they cpui-d‘vrfm-upmcuﬁﬁ teas
of the best qualities for the American trade?—Never. '~ =

929. Does that answer apply to every description of teas, the black as
well as the green?—Itdoes. i e
930. Inpoint of fact, is not %fee'n tea the great consumption of the United
States >~—It is. I  should probably say, that inasmuch as the East-India
Company are the largest purchasers, particularly of black teas, I shoul
think they might have 'some slight advantages in the purchase of that deimﬁp-
tion of teas; butinasmuch as the Americans are large purchasers of® green
teas, I shouldthink the Bast-India Company will bave no advantage there

but any advantage t}h‘gﬁt,v‘mg{v‘:awise to one party or another 1 look upo fig h‘s
arising solely from their being either larger or more limited customers.
981, What is the size of the American ships in which this trade has been
carried on, se far as you have been concerned in it?—In ships fro
hundred to nearly five hundred tons, i
932. Have the ships a supercargo to make their purchases and. dispose of
their freight, or is that duty sometimes left to the captain ?-—Sometimes,
when he is a very clever man; but in the ships in which 1 have been par-
ticularly ‘inte‘rested there is a resident agent upon the sPoﬁ_ig C‘hma i
938. Do you k_riow,_what: the freight is from LLverpc)q] to China,“,qhdﬂhack
to the United States >—The freights have fallen very much of late, They
were at one time as high as £9 or £10 a ton for the measurement tonnage
‘~ (! FEREE AT i i ? bl \:‘ of
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t‘:m ‘*ﬁ{?‘é; "a% not nore than tw‘o—tlnrd% of

ARt prel

mw probably not so miuch : but I beg to be understood as not stating
‘ :éﬁaﬁ ‘ tht éhey are now'; I know they@arewr ‘dOnsrdembiyless idith
o You have stated, that as far as you have had means of information

ties engaged in this trade, there appears a very favourable disposi-

; ‘the part of the’ Chinese to culfivate a‘contthereial iritercourse with

the United States ; have you any partt’cuia’r reason for stating that such g dis.

position exists P-Somé years ago there was a serious fireiat Canton, when our

friends had a good many goods' burnt, and' the Chinese government made
d the loss to the citizens of the United States; I therefore. mfer thab fbere

was @ good feeling towards cultivating comimeree generally. \

935. Can you state to w hat amount the loss sustained was made good' by
the gomnment of China?—1 cannoty T believe: it was' very considerable ;
it applied to all atherw ﬂamnﬁfas we'll as the United States}; the loss rwub maﬂa
good to all, i ‘

© 986. Has the trade ever beeninterrupted ?-w-It wa pattially fbi* a short mne,
an Italian sailor in an American shlp havmg kllled a woman 3 but I lmow
verylittle of the transaetion::

1987. Do you know whether the Chinese government enf‘orce the payment
oﬁ debts to Buropeans on'the part'of Chinese subjects ?~-So far as the Hong
are concerried; 1 believe'the Hong are responsible for each other's but I.do
not know how it is with the private trade, whether there is any abhgahon on
the part of the @ovemmem to pay debts contracted by the outmde dealms or

938 Have you any reason to doubt that the merchants from the Umted
States are treated: at.Canton with as much favour as any. other nation Pe—I
believe they are quite as much so.

%'umm you know upon. wl}&t»wmcmle it is that the government mdem-
mﬂm foreign traders from: losws by such a casualty asfire I do not 3 I was
rather surprised at the faet: ‘

- 940. Can' you state: the m&nﬂmt of‘ tea annually consumed in the Umted
States P—I cannot with an y accuracy ; but I believe it to be about six
millions,of pounds..

941. Is there any export of‘ tea now from the United States to any parts of
Eu#ope P—There is 3. but by ne.means so exteusive as it was,

g4, Can you state'when the trade of cartying tea from Canton to Canada
on the part of the Company commenced ?—I do not know the period.

948, Are you aware that the duties paid- upon tea imported into Canada
arevery ‘much lower than the dutiesupon tea 1mported into the United States ?
""""“I am,.

944, Do you know the arérfortmn | do not know the pmportion, but
1 am aware they are considerably lower.

945. Are

QL
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946, Are you aware, that there isa
chants, ..thafi{“ they deliver a chest o
found to be damaged, they shall then
- 946. That applies to all traders P—It does. . .
947 Do the outside merchants also return two for one in a similar
I cannot state that positively ; I believe theydo. . . . . .
© 948. You have stated, that latterly the American return trade with Canton
has not been profitable; do you conceive that, suppesing that trade was
confined within proper limits, there is a probability that it would still be a
profitable trade to America ?-1 think there is every reason to'suppose that it
ol i T o s Ml e \ i ik
' 949. Are you aware whether the Americans have sustained losses upon
other branches of their trade, from: the circumyfance of that trade having
been carried rather too far in the same period Pelhey haves o sy Gl
1950, In the supply of cotton, for instance ?-~They have on man
sions. s e e SRR o e e e s R
951. Do you ascribe the losses in other trades to the same cause, in part,
to which you ascribe the losses in this trade of tea, namely, the long credit
giveti upon the duties, and the facility thereby afforded to speculation f<—
Probably that would be so; there is a very great spirit of enterprize in the
United States, and it is pushed frequently too B0 ey R R e
' 052. Have you heard that in the port of Canton there is considerable
facility afforded to captains of ships in completing their cargoes P Very
greatoy A L R R S Gt W i i
058. As great as in other ports with which you are acquainted ?—I should
think more than in most other perts., = - A e L
'954. You have stated that the loss which you say has followed this trade
lately is confined to the home cargo; has the outward trade been a good
trade? — I have understood that it has been a fair remunerating trade.
" 055, Has it been so throughout the period that it lias been carried on e

i

So far as I know, it has, L Fuly ol Rl sl
956. Do not the American ships also go with teas directly to the Continent

from Canton P~~They do.. = - i o W
957. Can you state whether that has also been alosing trade P—I have had

o particular knowledge of that trade, further than knowing that they do go

from Canton to the Continent, ma bl
958. Must not any trade, in so bulky an article as tea, which isfirst carried
to America, and from America to Europe, be charged: with too much ex-
pense to make it a profitable trade in the long-run?-—It certainly must
operate very much against it, where there is an oppartunity of carrying tea
on a direct voyage. ‘ y e e
V70959, Have

el id




u any means of saying whether the direct trade of the

il e R AT e

s the business of the adventurers performed by supercargoes sent
each ship, or is it performed by resident merchants there >—If the
question refers to the direct trade from America to Canton, I think it is
generally. carried on by supercargoes 5 but if it refers to the trade that has
been carried on from England to Canton, so far as I have been interested,
there has been a resident upon the spot to whom the vessels have been
. 961, ‘When a supercargo is sent, or a resident is employed, what is the
charge of agency for that trade ?~—I have understood, and I believe it to be
{;mttyquaat y whatis allowed to supercargoes, three per cent.; or two and a

wauld average about three per cent. il bk M

1962. Is the charge about the same, whether it is done by a supercargo
sent out with each ship, or by resident merchants on the spot?—1 do not
know what the charge of a resident merchant generally is 3 except that T
know, with respect to the gentleman that represents my friends there, there
is a guarantee that he shall have a certain sum, that their commission shall
) e to him within the year a certain amount: it is a matter of bargain.
They sometimes take out two supercargoes, a principal and an assistant

A

supercargo. . .

968, Is it not the fact, that the Boston ships have gencrally no super-
cargoes, but go to resident merchants, but that the New York, Baltimore,
and Philadelphia ships are generally sent with floating supercargoes p—My

connections lying principally in New York, Baltimore, and Philadelphia, I
S B of thhan T do of Hoston. B
. 964, Can you say whether the adventurers from those three places, New
York, Baltimore, aﬂd_’}fhiladelpl;ia, generally go to resident merchants, or
have they supercargoes with each ship?~During my residence in Baltimore
they had almost always supercargoes, latterly they have gone miore to resi.
dent merchants. i ik '

965. Do you consider that a resident merchant or aresident factor on the
‘spot, must ‘Kave greater advantages in dealing in a country over a person
who comes there as a stranger to carry on a single isolated transaction ?-—
I am quite aware that the Chinese are a very suspicious, cautious people,
and that to do business to advantage with them it is necessary for them to
have some previous transactions with you, that they may have confidence in
you; if you once establish confidence, the business is probably condueted
on better terms than it would be with a passing stranger. ‘ bk

966. Has not a resident on the spot, beyond the advantage which he has
of being acquainted with persons and with the country, the additional

advantage
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alf per:cent. /It is a matter of contract altogether; but I should say it
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., Some merchant at the port, givin ' him as Iittle comm on ¢ r

. think"that they make a contract with the Hong merchants,

e *967 Is not it the case in that trade, ag'i

at or ce, WIthout%waxtmg, and‘t‘hen‘ to]

: Wpercarg*oes are sent out, they make  the

\a rtee for, and pocketmm the remaindet ?—No, I -thiid‘k‘*

to w‘homvt‘hey
 consign themselves, in' the best terms they eany but I dpp’rehend ‘there is no
division of the supercargos commission with the Hong, it is well under
stood what he will have to pay to the Hong before he leavea the United :
States, and that is apart from his own commission altogether. .. =

'968. You have stated what is the custom of the Chinese in ¢z
damaged tea i found in the cargo they ship; do'you think the
trade is more subJect to tricks and deceptions of that descrlptmn tha'n the
English trade ?—I am not able t6 answer that. | ) Bk

969. Can you state ‘whether there is generally any’ thaterial difference
between the quality of the tea imported into America and the tea imported
by the East-India Campwn into this ‘country ?-~1 can only speak from
general rumour. The feehng on the part of the Americans is, that the
tea imported.into the United States is better than that we drink in England ;
but they do not drink' sormuch black tea in America as they do in England.

970. Has that opmi‘on been stated as a positive opinion ?—I have fre-
quently heard the Amermans say that they thought their tea better than
ours,

971. Have you been in Ameum yourself ?'»»Yes, Iresxded there many
years. dJ i

972. What should you say f‘rom your own expemence ?--—-I am not a suffi-
cient judge to answer from my own experience : it was many years ago, and
I have very little. recOllectxon of the kind of tea I used to drink at that time,

973. Do you k“now the rate of msui‘ance from Canton to America?—It
has varied : it has been as high as six 3 I believe now about f'our and a ha]f‘
to five per cent.

' 974, Where are thoqe insurances eﬂ'ected ?-—-Tn the Umted States.

975. Did you:mean to say that the green tea in America is better than the
.green tea in this country, and that the black tea in America is better than
the black tea in this country ?—It is a very difficult question to answer
.%atxsfactonly I have merely heard persons who have been in the United
States say generally, that the tea was better than our Enghsh tea. Par-
ticulars were not oone into ; it was not sand whether it was black téa or
green tea,

'976., Do you consider the woollens that you send out ﬁom this connﬁ“ of
an mf'erwr quality to"what. the East-Indla Company Shlp " -~I have 1o reason
; to
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ol am not 'a judge of the
i Where are they manufactured ?—T vgollens.are manufactured at
Leeds, and the stuffs at Norwich, .« ... i b ‘ ‘

~ 978. When you buy them from the manufacturers there, do you make
that bargain upon the understanding that they are of an’ inferior quality to
what the Company ship, or do you consider yqurself as paying a price for;
a fair quality >—The agent who has always made. those purchases in this
country is a partner.in the house, and I haye always understood from him

that they. were quite as good as the Company’s, and bought upon equally,
Eacouranle,. o6 BIOTe, FRvOUIRBIG KREIS. . o luwanrs by St dabiod s

9794 Areyt;h'e\gomdsmd@rect to be made by theagent, or are they bought
by the agent ready made >—I believe both ways: they are sometimes bought
ready made, and occasionally ordered to be made; but the detail of the
transactions by the agent I am not so conversant with, U g LI
© 980, Have you ever understood from the agent who bought those goods
that he made a point of obtaining cheap and inferior goods, rather than goods
of the best quality ?~I have always understood that he obtained goods. of
the very best quality, and that he was extremely particular about them ; for
the Chinese have a peculiar taste, and he ‘endeavoured as far as possible to
meet that taste. L ‘ . AR i
- 981, You have stated that you have understood that the trade in dry
goods to China, independent of the homeward cargo, has been profitable ;
have you had occasion to see any accounts of sales from which you have
formed that opinion?—Our friend here transacting that business had made
such representations to me, and I have every reason to give credit to them,
that the outward cargoes were reasonably profitable. I

| 982. Then you have not seen any account sales —I canniot say that I
haye; I have only seen them in his hands in passing. A
- 983. Do you believe an American supercargo would decline introducing
into consumption among the Chinese, prohibited goods, or goods bearing
high duties, ‘whenever profitable to them ?—I should think some of them
would, others would mot. . : i i
984. Do you think Englishmen and private tradets would decline doing
that under those circumstances ?—1 think some of them would, and others
wolld ot L il «

985. You have statedthat there is a commission charged upon g‘o‘rods'a‘t

Canton either bfy supercargo or by merchants there ; is it upon the
invoice amount of the 'goodS‘sh'ipped, or upon the amount of the sale there?
—When specie is shipped from the United States the commission is charged
on the amount of the investment ; when goods are shipped, and the cargo
bought; there is a double commission. upon the-gross amount of sales and
upon the gross amount of purchases. A S o0 U sl e Guld

Q2 986, Taking
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of the & actory, but not for trade.

-

1086, fl’akx(ng the gross amount of the. :wmlmt& le:
there, and the amount of goods pmchased for sh pmem e |
'987. Have you known any transaction with a residen ‘agent at Ca ‘tm,
quhere there has been no agreement to guarantee a certam eommssxoni‘w
‘10:4“‘ i il ! i
988, Then you clo not knaw whaﬁ they charge. wh&re vlwm no agree-
ment ?--No; I have never seen any account of sales ov purchaw , 'and I do j
not know “what the charge is, : kR i
989, What rate of commission do you, or any other ag*ent, 1'ece1ve on
goods shipped “for China on behalf of the Americans ?~—Upon the transac-
tions that have come through my own hands I have the usual commission
for shipping the goods, whichis half-a.crown per package, and a commission,
as banker, of one per cent.for paying for those goods, = The partner of the'

_ house bought the goods that were shipped through us, and of course I had‘

nothing to do with that, but to receive and pay for them. An agent in
Manchester would buy them for one per cent. T apprehend that two and a
half per cent. would fully cover all commission charges. MR S O

990. You have given an account of goods shxpped since 1821 5 'was there
any exportation of British manufactures from Liverpool previous to that
year in American bottom ?—-I think not to any extent/; it must have been
very limited if there was. | e

991, Have you known any expontatlon of British manuf'actules m any
other neutral bottom exeept American ?—No, I have not. el e
| 992. Have you ever known any metals shipped from Lwerpool for Clxina9
—Yes, there has been a little tin shlpped and some othel thmgs, not the
produce of England, quicksilver and ginseng. i

- 998. With reference to the transit trade from Chma 'by Amemca to
Europe, are 'you aware whether many of the' ships which go to America
meyely land part of their cargo, and carry the rest on to Europe; without
moving 1t P—I beheve it somet:mes happens, but 1 should thmk not: gene-
rally.

094. What is the nature of the goods generally e\ported from Amenca to
Canton ?-—Scarcely any thing but specie from the Umted btates, I have
known a little cotton go when it was very cheap. j

095. Have you ever known any earthenware sent from leerpool to the
East, to Sincapore or China ?—There has been a little sent out for the use of
the Factory 3 but nothing that I know of in the way of merchandize.

998, Do you know whether the woollens imported to this country by
iz?menca.ns are ever smuggled into Canton Pm beheve not, as far as I

now. -

997. Has any glass been exported ?-—-A httle in the same way for the use:

998. Are
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)98, Are you aware whether there has been any considerable change in
sorts of articles sent out for ‘the Chinese market from this
ry ?—-1 think not much ; they have been very stationary. .

~999. In your experience of the American trade, is it not frequently the
‘practice for merchants to send out their ships to some ports in the East, with
orders, in the event of their being disappointed in one adventure, ultimately
to go to China P~=1 should think it did not often happen ; it may have hap-
pened ; I have no doubt it has happened. =~ = 1 i |

~ 1000. Do not you consider it a considerable advantage to free-traders to
‘have that power of choice of markets in the event of their being disappointed
in one P~Certainly, 0 [ 100 Bl sl Ll L iy

- 1001. Do not you consider that the merchants of any nation having that
free option, have a great advantage over others who are excluded from cer-
tain ports ?~~Certainly. ‘ R

~ 1002. Can you state whether, in the course of your communication with

any Americans who have dealt at'Canton, they have expressed any opinion
that their trade there is subject either to any particular advantage or disad-
vantage, from the circumstance of there being a great English Factory there
dealing with the Hong merchants?—I never understood from them that
they had any advantage or disadvantage; I always understood that they
‘were on a perfect footing of reciprocity with all other nations that traded
therew. - i

1003. But you did not consider those traders trading there as deriving any
particular protection or advantage from the existence of the Company’s Fac-
tory ?-—None whatever. o ' ‘ |
. 1004 Have the supercargoes of the American ships any communication
with the Company’s Factory >—With the Hong merchants they have: the
Hong are security for their good conduct and for the proper management of
their affairs, . 1 ik

11005, Do you know how the losses were made good to the Americans at
the period of the fire at Canton?—1 do not; I merely know the fact that
they were made good, i ' ; il i

11006. Then you are not aware that such losses were made good by a tax

upon foreign trade *—1I was not aware of that ; it may have been so. ‘

1007. Do you know whether there have been any experiments made lately
in sending out new articles of manufacture which were supposed likely to
suit the taste of the Chinese ?—Yes ; I have understood that there have been
lately some attempts made to introduce cotton-yarns to that country with
some prospect of success. . i ‘ ‘

1008, Are they the only articles ?-—They are the only articles I have had
my attention particularly called to.

1009. Can you state what was the result of this ?—I do not know. .
i o 1010. You

L,
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knowing the quality of the goods sent out by the Comp
man who bought them in this country, I believe, has ha
seeing those purchased, and in preparation for the Co
to me that he conceived them as good, or in some case
know that from the information of the genﬂgni‘atn who _'?
1011, Do linens ever form any part in the investme

in the first instance there were some shipments of ;‘lv;n‘é’gps, ‘
1012, Did yau find that it did not answer 1 belieye not so well.
1013, Were they coarse or fine linens {—That I cannot staes i
1014. Do you conceive, in reference to your own personal situation, that
the opening of the China trade with this country, by doing away the Com.
pany’s monopoly, would be to your interest or otherwise P——I think-it would -
be against my interaste oL Lt R MO

1016, How would it affect your interest P~—My interest wo be affected;
inasmuch as those gentlemen [ represent in this country might not find it
worth their while to come in competition with the English free trade.

1016. Your apprehension would be, that the British free trade would
throw the Americans out of the trade ‘between China and this country P—I
have no doubt it would in the first instance; for to every market we go we
send such quantities of goods. L ( | e

1017. Itisin that way your interest would suffer —~Yes, = = = =

1018, To what extent have you known damages or deficiencies in"‘fh‘e;- *
cargoes from Canton to have been made good to American agents ?~—Not
very extensively : probably half a dozen instances I have heard of ; probably
not so many. e L i AR
' 1019. Do you know of any one instance ?—Yes, Mr. Milne has told me
he has had tosend back, and got two forone. . L

' 1020, Do you recollect in'what ship?—No," ' /0 00

1021. Do you know to what extent?—Not to a great extent ; a chest or

two; but I have heard of it in more cases than one. G

_Mr. RICHARD MILNE called in, and examined.
1022. Did you reside in Philadelphia for any number of years, and have
you-.carried on trade with China?-—I have resided there a considerable

- period ; my leading business vending English goods ; but I have very often

made adventures to India and China in yessels on freight. : i
-1023. For how many years were you“éngaged in the trade with India and

China ?—I commenced in the year 1799, and continued, I think, till 1811

and oceasionally since;the last time 1820, 1 1o h conn: om0

A

i 1024. ‘»Have
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Have you consigned more than one ship ditect to China in 'the 9§y
0se periods P—At the period alluded to, the vessels went chiefly R
was a shipper, and | ave shipped in different vessels in the same  Mr. B, Milue,
rate amounts, being my own underwriter, running the risk

1025, What were the articles you‘é,hivpped Htu«Gh‘in{@wirn»‘,ﬁal'tiéﬁlat 2—Almost
always Spanish dollars. | At LT R R A
' 1026. From Philadelphia ?—Yes.

<1027 . What were the returns ?—Teas, liaiikeebs, and SI}kSy werethe leads
ing articles from China; occasionally other articles to fill up the tonnage.
1098. How long is it since you left the United States p—1In the year 1828,

I am a native of Manchester.

© 1029. Are you acquainted with the trade between the United States and
China since you ceased to take a part in it yourself, namely, in 1820 7—After
I left off making adventures on my own account, I loaned money to others on .
what is termed respondentia, that gave me the means of genera information.
1080. During the time you were engaged in this trade with Chingy or
since that period, are you aware of any obstacles having been thrown in the
- way of trade by the Chinese authorities ?-—1I never heard of any obstacles.
| 1081. When you carried on the trade to China, had you supercargoes in
the ships, or a resident merchant to transact the business at Canton >~From
Philadelphia, at the period alluded to, supercargoes almost always accompa-
nied the ships. ) iy s
11082, Had they a regular salary or a commission ?—They had a com-
mission. Ol ‘ i ‘ ~
1033. What rate of commission?~Three per cent. upon the amount of

purchases at Canton. = , :
- 1084, bi that include the security to the Hong ?—The security to the
Hong, I believe, was estimated on the rate of freight which we paid ;' taking
that consideration as.one of the charges attaching to the ship, they asked a
corresponding freight.

1085. You have stated, that when you carried on this trade the ships were
always accompanied by a supercargo *—1I think without exception. .

1086, This supercargo generally was an entire stranger to Canton, and to
all persons there probably ?—Sometimes those supercargoes were men of busi-
ness and very intelligent, at other times young persons brought forward
through intefest for the sake of the commissions. 1 have often shipped with
those less experienced persons, the vessel being what was termed a good risk.

1037. When the persons were so inexperienced, did you ever get into any
difficulty with the Chinese authorities or the Hong mercants at Canton P [
never heard of any. ' il " '
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i mérchant was not perhaps so much consulted a

‘1039 When 1o was an mexpeﬂcmcen- p

experience and judgment P~~We, of course, preferred gentlemen 0f‘ ax‘periu
ence; but if it was a very good vesael and no ather @ aen‘md ntself, we

avalled ourselves of it. WS

1040, Did those adventures in which you were engaged recewe a"nva Smt— !
ance or meet with any obstacles from the establishment of the British East-

India Company ?~My opinion is, that they had little ﬁommumcanan thh gl

each other. 1 bave often heard them say 80,

1041. You are not aware that they derlved any a.dvamage m beneﬁt irom
the Company’s servants?—I do not apprehend that they derived any advan-
tage whatever from the Company’s servants ; but I have often heard tham‘
speak in terms of ‘the highest respect of the Company s setvants‘ : M

1042 Yon have no reason to believe they were ever thwarted or mpeded
in'any of their engagements by the Company’s se; vants ?-—-—I do not beheve
they were. ‘

1048, As you have been a considerable 1mporwr of‘ teas mto the Umted
States, will you state to_the Committee what are the genexal descrlptxon of'
teas used in the United States?—Till of late years, green teas, in the part
of the country where I resided, were almost the ouly teas brought there
OF late, black tea has increased, being recommended by the faculty.

. 1044 Can you state what the proportion of green and black is at present?
—1 think the ‘quantity of black tea issmall ; it is increasing. L

1045. What is the consumption of teain the United States altugether ?---I
forget. There is an annual report from the Treasury; but there must be
from the United States more than twenity ships anaually, perhaps thuty the
number varies according to the demand and the state of the trade, . j

1046. Have there been great proﬁts in that tradey.or has it been lable fo
heavy losses ?—At the period alluded” to my business was vendmg English.
goods. Not having a great deal in the world; I was desirous of increasing it,
and I shipped to China as an ~auxiliary. Not owning the vessel, of course I
laboured under some disadvantages froin 1800 to 1811. I neyer experienced
any loss in those years. I think, speaking within bounds, that the profits
might be from fifteen to twenty pe: cent, per annum ; perhaps occasxonally
more, but I think I may safely say from fifteen to twenty :

%{04,7 Was a part of the tea imported into the United States re‘exPorted ?
—Yes
1048. To what ports ?——Hamburg, Bremen, the Contﬁnent* some lxttla to
France, but principally to Hamburg and Bremen, _
1049. Did

®
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Eﬁdé‘fﬂfnswpf’arb of it find | s:&wayvs*n-n\m ‘the British pﬂ'ovmces in North
ica ?—1 have heard much of that. | I believe the trade exzsted formerly,
5 to what extent I cannot say.

50, Can you state what was the propantmn of teas axported to mher
aau r:es, mcludmg what might find its way to Canada, to the whole quantity
Jimp d into the Umted States P——That would depend entirely on the home
| damand; the quantity exported comparatively small. When fresh teas arrived
he old ones lay on hand. they were neglected, consequently. persons were
to export them to save the drawback or the duty. paxd an import, .,

ced
1051. Are the Cﬂmmlttee to under stand from that answer “that ‘the new

teas are greatly preterred to those that have been a certain time on hand 7

Dectded]y so: it is difficult to sell the old teas after the new ones come, save
when the quahty of the old ones has originally been very superior,

1052, What do you call old teas in the United States ; tea which. has been
a twelvemonth ?—Yes. The Government only allow drawbacks within one
year from the date of import ; the goods having been in the country. more
than one year from the date of import, forfeit the benefit of drawback,

11053, Are they then exported in preference to the new teas, both as

mf'erim* in quality and as comlng nearer to the period at which the duty would
be to be paid f~Having on hand %and in the warehouse both dld"and new
teas I aeltamly should export the old ones, keepmg the new ones a longer
penod, for the benefit of home sale.

1054, Has the quantxty 1mported of late yeals been so much greater than
the consumption as to make thlS a bad tra.de ?—-It certainly has, I beheve,
been overdone. : | <

1055 Have there been gleat losses susramed in consequence by the parties
who have been engaaed n tbxs trade P—I beheve there have been very. large
losses., ‘ b

‘what do » you attrlbute this over-trading >—1In part to the love of
gain of' persons who have got embarked in the thing, conceiving that if they
got a largel quantity of goods probably they might recover themselves. The
consumption of the country, I should think, has rather increased the facility
given by Government in the dutxes, which is, one year from the arrival of the
vessel the goods are entered, put in bond, and from the date they are taken
out there is a credlt given ¢ of one year, on the bond of two merchants.

1057. You state that the parties who have sustained losses might carry on
this trade to excess, from the facility 'in the mode of giving Cl‘edlt on the
duty due from those parties, they sustaining their affairs by carrying it on
with a capital belonging, in fact, to the Goveroment ?—That has bcen the
case; I believe the Goyernment is sensible of its having suffered. .

1058. Do you attribute the over-trading, in part, to the deranged situation
of some of the traders having a facility of meeting their engagements by the
twelve months’ credit they have obtained on the duties ?—I- think I may
saf'ely say that would be my' canclusmn. i

1059 Can you state to the Commxttee what has been the average rate of
R , i duty

S,
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_upon the sale vale?—It is very high.
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duty on the different teas that have bmn imported

1060. Isit equal to the same value, is it 100 P shoul
pai‘haps, 75 to 100 per cent. upon the cost mifée in China. I baw am

of‘ prices current which show the precise duty o thejtea.

| 1061. You consider the duty on all sorts, taking it
‘ubOut 75 to 100 per ceut. on the cost puces in
in some instances it will be more than that ?—1 can explam the litles paid on
each kind of ‘tea: bohea tea pays 12 cents per pound duty; congou, 253
souchong, 25 ; hyson-skin, 283 ymmg hyson, 403 hyson, M, gunpowdet, 50, ;
imperial, 50 cents perpound. ‘
' 1062. Have you got the prices at which those several sorts of tea seﬂ ?—-—-
I have made out a memorandum of the prices which teas have sold for at
New York from the year 1820 to 18€9, less the duty. .
[The same was delivered in, and read as jbllowa —w{]

PRICES of T'EA at 'New York, in each year from 1620 to 1829, reduceﬁ to s.te,_ at the
it exchange of '8 per cem. pnemmm. , o

| 1s20.] 1821, ] 1822.| 1808 ,‘1'8‘12‘@.‘.31625.‘.182‘6.‘;‘1‘8'27‘..‘;‘1_‘5‘2;7&: 1629,
Ir‘r‘npel-ial,..per‘lb.‘ 3/*4} H ‘2/7;‘ . 5/31 3/1’5 / :3[% w3/4 Welan ‘glsgu 2[6 ook
! a a i Ll i 1 a
i 3/4‘ 3/4 84 | 94 ; 3*/‘6&‘ 4/2 | 3f6% ‘aml 3’%* 8/9.

I bl i 3 v [ W S

Gunpowder ... — 3/4 ﬂ/'sé 3 | otk | oli) ~3/4% ‘2/11 218;} | z/ﬁ-, olgh
; a e a
O lisieh | o ‘aly | 3lo | afeg o | 98y ,sh 1| 94 |
Hysdfx .—- 2/1 2/6% ; 93}‘51- o/t | o/sh '2/8‘ olt 2/35 f 2/1 1/10#
e a A L O a | :
{ | g/c‘ J 2/8;& _2/1; | 2l9 | _3/1 ' 3/4 :;‘mhz 3/65 , 3)%@ 3/1;:

Young Hyson . — 17.§d, 19¢l. 0 ao’d 'gl'?!"r »‘12/,3 ; ».:ejxa; 18 ‘\‘;17;”* ,\,1‘54,;_\ 17'&4“
ol ik ﬂ R R i | i
i 2/33 23d | 23ad | /9 | 9] | 3’1§ 2f10 "_3/6# 'alﬁé F e
Hyson-gkin +. . TS;M aajd. | ned. | 16d. | ‘:esgd. 18§d.fr e Jljd..?‘,:i' ,,,Sd, il n%d ‘
f A i:‘\,‘a": Rl ;a, { a' '.ﬁ" il a’ ,‘:‘ "?" i ‘w‘"'ﬂ" tol ‘."a":‘
S 16cl 16d_. .16d. 21d. 2/;@ oly | elz "é/‘)z”' af;a%d.' 23}d.
i ; i b ! i i i g | s
Souchong s ce v ':1‘9#11; lﬂéd ! !3;}0!‘ mﬁd .12»5.!1. aedd.| aod. 4 :lacl., ‘,Jl‘ll-' | 1234,
i A ing AV SR B LR oA
: _3“14511‘ 13§d 13%_:1. x7§,~d ol 1 iy el 2/7,5 27k | ofr |
Congo....... — ».'Mdn whd. | ndd. | 7hd. | 84d. | Bd) ¢
! e QS RO [ ik none
; e e 1 el e e R el ‘
'Mea tapae ..-—: ‘\luif &ldi i Md'; 'ﬁﬁd‘! il ‘lodu 4 SMn 7bdur ";‘Sd. : M" gd' “ ;
a’ a" A Wonhia A £ | . #ﬁ’
n;d ujd 11d, | 8d. | 10§d.| od. | 8%d.| od. | 9di | aod.
i f e il i ¥ il i i
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When jou say less the duty; you mean the duty off, or what is com-
illed short price —Yes. i S
' 1064. From what have you compiled that?-
published at New-York. I believe also they were extreme prices : in going
 into the New York market 1 could buf‘r teas cheaper than those for money.

Lhww&;no;heﬂitafcibn‘i‘nrsaying that T believe it is tolerably correct; but
wherever there were fractions, Xadded them to the price, so as to enable me
to speak with confidence when I came here. R

- 1065. Do those prices-current from which ‘you have compiled this table
state the highest prices 7—1 believe they do tully so, with a view to support-
ing the market. bl b i Ak e

1066, Afre?\'tbbsé"tﬁeu cash prices, or is there a discoﬁn‘t?Q'-They are the

.

prices at a credit of from four to six months. gl
' 1067. How much lower would they be for cash ?I sthink I may say four
of five pencentilower.t & |1 R
- 1068. Does the account you have delivered in show the specifie daty ?—It
does not : these papers do, and I have just stated the duty to the Committee,
1069. You are understood to state as the result of your investigation,.that,
as near as may be, you think the average specific duty on the China cost is 75
to 100 ?— Yes ; there are instances in the case of hyson-skin tea in which it is
more ; it is full that in the instance of hysou-skin ; it isa good deal above 100,
| 1070: Is it 75 per cent. in the cost price at Canton, or on the sale price
at New York ?—1It exceeds 75 per cent. in the cost price in China. ‘
1071. What do you suppose it may be on the sale price at New York 2
If hyson-skin tea sells for 63 cents and the duty is 28, that is about 45, I
think, without calculating it, It is a specific duty per pound : the papers are
here, and the calculation issimplg ; I prefer stating the simple duty per pound,
11072, 1s the present rate of diities the same as it was in the year 1820, or

has _

that duty was not increased by the last tariff, but I am not certain, .
' 1078. The mode of transacting this business in America is something of
this sort, that the importer obtains from the government a credit of twelve
montbs for the duty when he takes his teaout of bond and sells it —Exactly s§.

- 1074. He sells it, you say, on a credit of six months generally ?—Yes.
. 1075. That credit of six months is a bill of exchange probably ?—A pro-
‘ i o i ¥ e

missory note. |

1076. That is immediately convertible into cash on a discount by-the.

banks in America?—The banks discount paper at four months; seldom so
long as six, unless they have an over-abundance of money. '

1077. The importing merchant selling his teas with “the duty, at what is
called the long price, has a capital equal to the duty to carry ona future
operation, and to speculate again on afreslé import 7—The prevailing opinion

i in

g F”‘?m ‘t"h“e” Mpxj‘i‘cés.cu‘rre‘nt :

the tariff inereased those duties ?—1I think, according to my recolleetion,

St
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“in America is, that this duty uts him in full possession t
full cargo. 'When I speak of the duty
h
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n to purchase anothe
being 75 to 100 per cent. on the cost

in China, I conceive I am speaking within bounds. It is generally conceived
that the long credit given by the government enables the impor send
his vessel again direct to Chipq, and mport another cargo e i
1078, Do you attribute any part of the over-trading to the facilities of
those credits, and to the protection it gave to a person in ba | circumstances,
as not compelling him to meet his engagements P—Itis thé;pmvdilitig Vupi{xi&m
that the advantages derived from the credit contributed generally to the over-
trading. e nabiis e il sl gl i e L
1079. Does thesame system prevail in any other branch of American trade;
the import of manufactured goods from this country for instance ?—We have
eighteen and twelve months on European manufactures ; English are the bulk,
1080. The duty being very high on English manufactures, does it not
create a credit, advanced by the government, which gives great facilities to
over-trading *>—That is the prevailing opinion, and remonstrances have been
repeatedly made to government to lessen the credit, with a view of putting
it out of the power of enterprizing or speculative persons to dealon the scale
whidhothayi g non it i Saned Do o Gl o i L
1081, Does it not give great facilities to parties whose circumstances are
deranged, to carry on trade for a long time after they ought to settle with
their creditors ; and is not the result, that the government secure the whole
of their assets when they are driven to the necessity of closing their coneerns ?
~-Government have suffered of late. LT e g et e i
~-1082. But their individual creditors suffer toa greater degree, do they not »
-—The individual ereditors havesuffered to a great extent, of late years. The
greater part of ‘the English goods vended in America have been done by
commission bouses, who made advances to manufacturers in this country,
by coming under acceptance for 60 or 70 per cent. ; it applies to'other things.
1088. Have there been losses of a like nature with those in the China
trade sustained in any other branches of the trade of America from this
facility of credit ?—1I think not to the same extent; nothing so great, o :
1084/ 15 there any circumstance in the trade in tea which has made the
loss heavier on that branch than on other articles of trade ?—The facility of
the credit in the duty. = = : oo it bl e
1085. Isthe credit greater on tea than on other articles ?—The creditson
China goods are six, twelve, and eighteen months ; the average is longer on
China goods than on Luropean. e gL vl
1086. Are there any other causes that have interfered with the tea trade
of the United States?~I do not know of any materially. » ' . .
- 1087.  Have not dutiés been laid in Europe on the import of téas through
America ?-—1 believe  there 'has been- something: of that kind of late s but
I cannot speak: to it ‘ i At A S b D

an 1088The
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no. longer can‘ied on ?—1

lieve since 1897-8 the 1mport has f‘e]ten oﬁ‘

11090. Do you consider the trade now in a thnving or a depressed state P—
Ina depressed state.

il OQL Isit as much $0 ag it was m 1827-8 ?—-—I understimd 1t 18 depressed

' 1092. As you have imported a considerable quantity of tea, and have
been a dealer for many years, what is your opinion of the relative qualities
of tea imported into the United States and that imported into this country ?
] believe the tea imported into the United States to be good.

1093 Is it as good as the tea consumed in this country P—I should think
it is equal in Quahty 3 the green teas particularly.

11094, Do you speak from your own knowledge ?—1 speak from ‘my own
knowledge, and having heard English ladies say it was quxte as good tea as
any that they had ever drank in England

. 1095. You think, from your, experlence, that tea is determrated by keep-‘
mg ?—-I think it is.

1096, Have the prices at Canton been umf'orm and steady, or haVe they
'vaned ?—They fluctuate.

109'7(’l Do they ﬂuctuate almost every year ?—-—That is govemed by the
deman

1098. You never found any dxfﬁculty in procuring whatever quantity you
required ?—Sometimes in the ar ticle of young hyson, it was difficult to pro-
cure sufficient of the best quality 3 of the other teas generally abundant, or
‘often abundant : the young hyson of fiie quality was often scarce.

. 1099.. In the market at Canton, is there any difference in the price of tea
: of the. like &escnsmon, in consideration of 1ts‘bemg older or fresher ?~—Old
teas are always sold cheaper in China.

1100. Does the same difference in price prevaxl in the United States Fkee
They are always more difficult of sale. If the market was abundantlysup-
‘plle ﬁlt woul be dxﬂ‘icu‘t to sell old teas, unless the quality of them was
ver ‘

XIOI With whom were the transactnons carried on at Canton for the' pux-
chase of the teas generallyP—A part was always bought of the security-
merchant ; the residue from other gentlemen in the Hong, and a part from
the outsideé merchants or shopmeny“as they are called.

1102. In what proportlons P---I cannot speak to that; I should thmk that
would NARY L

1108, 1s the quahty of -tea purchased from the outmde merchant equal
to that procured from the Hong?—1I should think it is, some of them being
hxghly xespectable ; in short, quite favourites, one or two of them..

o : 1104« So

"» 0 u( RN

Q1.
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_quantities. W

" instances, I ordered old

1104 So that you think teas of equally
from the outside merchants with those obta
: the security merchants Pl think they are, b

11105, Yeu have stated the commission to a supercargo to b
cent. ?—1 think it was uniformly so. o W
1106, Have you ever, instead of employing a supercargo, employed an
resident agent at Canton ?—I have not myself, but some of the merch

_of Philadelphia did. . . v

' 1107. What was the commission they paldtoﬂne resident agen;;?«-lt
would not vary much from three per cent.; if it varied it would be a mere
fraction, it would not be more. G e

] G T L Rk
1108. You would prefer employing a resident agem $0.3 su
perhaps P——There are often two supercargoes on board the vess
protection. tabe Gangy i1 b ok ddiuee] Buanit i
.1109. Do you allow any commission on the outward inves|
any. The outward investment is dollars; the commission is s
purchase at Canton, or on the amount of dollars paid there, i
1110. A supercargo going to Canton hasno commission on the investment
at Philadelphia ?—He has no commission save on the amount invested for
the return voyage. . = - ki i o L
1111, Is no commission given to the native or Hong merchants -—None
that I krvoww of v irvadiy My Wi gl o s sl R
1112, When you talk of old teas, what is the age of @ tea you comsider
as old 2—1I should suppose the teas of the previous year are-considered old ;
but they might have been on hand longers 0 0 ,
1118. ‘Can you state from recollection the comparison between ‘teas of the
like description of the preceding year or the current years?—In two or three
skin teas if they were to be had cheap; and the old
teas cost 17 or 18 tales, when the new teas would be worth 92 to 24.
1114. Do you mean to say that there is a difference of at least 30 percent,
in the value of teas of the like description, from the circumstance of the one
being a year older than another?—1I do not think that the difference in value
will be generally so great, but I mean to speak from what I have experienced
in solitary instances. I s s ey
1115. Does that difference apply equally to the finer teas -1 ﬂmﬂc not in
5o great 'a degree as to the common teas. . - . e L
1116. Do you know what is the dut( now paid on tea in the British pro-
vinces of America ?~=I have understood it to be very small; 1 do not know
whether it is mere than two to fourspence per pound. b g sl

1117. Have you the sale prices of tea at Quebec or Halifax 2= have
not any., ' ; : i
1118. Has

/)
it
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gma, t demand fm’“i” much ha rott h“’f' it of inferior
that the price has been reduced ; thie Chinese finding the demand for
‘ AN S R P A

as it happened in the importations that you have had to open any
ests quality >—1 recollect receiving a chest of tea filled with sand
something of that kind ; I sent it back, and if my recollection be correct,
I received two for it. 1 know it is the custom in China to return two for
one in case of fraud or deception. T

1120, Do you conceive the outside traders, the parties of whom ‘ymf ur-

chased tea, a3 men of fair character and honourable in their dealings?—I
believe the Hong and many of the outside to be fair dealers, and quite men

of business. | il | | | ‘
1121, As much as are generally met with in the trade of other countries ?
—-Their character is sometimes lightly spoken of, but I have heard American
gentlemen say that it is unjustly so, that they find theo fafr 11 RS
11199, Do ’th’eg ever give any eredit in China ?—1I think in the ear 1819
rzﬂis‘T‘é‘kpeﬁeqcé ‘misfortunes in England, and I received a credit of a few

thousand pounds from Mr. Howqua; he khew nothing of me but from inquiries,

1123, Do you considerthe Chinese merchants, and the authorities in

China generally, as disposed to give every facility and engouragement to fair
trade with the United States #~I think so; it is generally understood, what

is called a rich ship in America is very acceptable in Canton. )

“ 1124. Da you know any other instance of credit having been given ?—1I

believe the Chinese have suffered greatly from giving credits. Wil
1125. Giving credit to Americans 7—I will not confine myself to Ameri-
cans; there certainly have been instances of their suffering.

' 1126. What is the difference between purchasing on credit and purchasing
for ready money in the price of tea?—In the instance to which 1 allude,
and I do not mean to speak beyand that, T paid Mr. Howqua one per eent.
per month until the money was returned; I accomplished that in ten
months. It was impossible to calculate the interest, not knowing when the
bond, giving it up, saying I had been prompt, and he did not wish for any
more, ‘ ‘ ‘ : ;
'1127. As far as your experience goes, have you every reason to think that,
in transacting business general'ly at Canton, there is the same disposition and
facility to encourage fair dealings as in other countries -~ have no reason
whatever to doubt that. il !

1128. Have you ever, in any of your dealings with England or any other
country, found the merchants give up £50 whieh you consider them entitled
to?~—L never owed interest-money to any one; this was accidental, i ! ;

vessel would arrive, and I think I still owe him £50; but he sent me the

L,
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fo ‘_igu merchants P ‘
intercourse.  Vessels going there with. Spa.msh dol\a
admntages, and are very well recexved

1180 Have you any ex};erxence of vess;als gumg ther th ass “,védvcmgoes
of manufictured goods ? never shlpped goods myse‘l\ nly ubserved What
my neighbours were domg i R Rl SR L

' 1131. Were you connected with the Chma trade at the tlme of' the great
fire at Canton P—-No. .

1132, Do you know whether the 1osses sustamed by the merchants of the
United States were made good by the government ?—-Only by report,

1133. Have you any reason to doubt that the trade of the Umted States
with Canton, when the effects of this over-tradmg are done away; wﬂl be a
remunerating trade like others?-—-l should thmk it would if conducted o
correct principles, | L

1184.. What has been generally the frenght l}e“ ton from Phtladelp ia to
Oanton and back ?—In the perxods in which I was ftirst interested, vessels

were in request rather. . We pay ten per cent. on the amount alupped 3 paid.
the money in China, and were entitled to two tons and one.eighth measure-

ment for every 1,000 dolla;'s shipped. |
1185. Do you know: the present rate 9-——-I bel;eve it is lower, but I cannot‘
speak to that. g 8 i
1186, Is there any protecuon by any publnc authornty on ghe part of‘ the
United States to.the trade of their citizens at Canton ?——There has been a
consul theres . i\ |
1137. Ts there one now: ?--I am not certam the gentleman who resxdedf
there has returned to Amerlca, but whether there has bee.n 2 successox ap-
pointed I am not certain, =
1188, ‘How was the consul paid 21 ‘do ot thmk he! recexved emythmg,
but T am not certain. 1 heard it said that he acted gratmtously, but 1 can-
not speak to that. - % o
1189, Since the period you first embarked in this trade, the quant:ty of' tea
required for America has probably increased >—Very greatly. =~ ‘
1140: Supposing it to increase in the same proportion in the next thxrty
years as it has done in the last, do you think there would be any dlﬂiculty in
supplying the increased demand ?—I cannot well answer that question. I
have always understood the Chinese could supply any quantity of tea; but
T am not able to answer the question. g
1141, Was there any. dlﬂicull;y experienced from the increased demand ?-- _

It enhanced the price a little, but not, matemally, on that account; ggmﬁ«
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ing ‘M“black teas in Chma,
he mpmtatmn of
n very limited till lately.
not ﬁspeak to 1t, I neyer

Yqu have stated that the quantnty nnw imparted and the demand
e increasing >—Yes,

llfM But you never heard of cmy complamt of' dxﬂiculty in procurmg it?

| 45. 'Wxth respect to green tea, do you contemp!ate any dlfﬁéulty, sup-

posmg the quantity of that required to be increased P—=I ‘cannot speak to -

that, but I never heard any appxehensnons on that head expreﬁsed vby any
one ]

| 1141::6 Do you know whether the Americans, in their supply of black tea,
are limited to qualities which do not suit the British market, and are not
taken by the East-India Company ?—The black tea imported into America
is chleﬂy souchong, or what is called souchong; very good tea; I make use
of it myself'; T never heard any difficulty expressed.

IM‘% Do you find it of as good a quahty as that you ﬁnd in England g
It was very good tea. It would be wrong in me fo speak on that head, it being
rather a new thmg, or new to me; the fine black teas in Lnaland are of
‘ excellent quality. :

i o0l Are the port charges required by the government of China very con-
sfderable on American vessels >-The ships going from the United States
generally will average about 350 to 400 tons; the port charges are supposed
to be 7,000 dollars ; they used to be reckoned at 8,000,

il 49. Supposmg the ship to be double that size, will the port charges be
the same or greater ?~—I understand the same, but I cannot speak to that,

e You are not acquamted with the trade at Sincapore, or any other
‘port ?—No, I am not. :

11451, The. first thing a shlp dees on arriving at Canton, is to make an ar-
rangement with the security merchant 7—The supercargoes land, I under-
stand, lnk&men of business, and go first to one Hong and then to another,
and i mqmre the prices of goods, and secure the ship “Wwith a petson to whom
it may appear to them of most advantage.

1152, With the member of the Hong who will do it on terms the miost
favoumble to the ship >—Yes,

1158, The parties then go from one Hong merchant to another, till they
have ascertained who will do it on the most favourable terms?—So I under-
- stand.

1154, They are at hberty to employ whlchever they please >—I have un-
derstood they were on shore several days before they fixed.

; S 1155, Making

L,
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1157. Does it amount to any thing more than an agreement w
merchant to take a certain ¢ uantity of vago\dsﬁﬁ'amhlm for
security ?~I believe they uniformly purchase a part at th

1158, Not higher than the market price ?—N

1159. When you state that it is a simple oper
Hong merchant, who will supply him with a certain quantity of goods o
sonable terms P—Yes ; but 1if I go with a rict js’hjfp‘,;‘Ii«gat‘xl;,mdke\ good

1 pay money, of course, which gives me advantages. ,

1160. They are glad to supply you at the market pfide“?;-:Yés;

” very glad.

1161, Is not the difficulty greater when you carry out goods than when
you earry out specie?~=I never shipped goods ; 1 should conclude it was cer-
toanly greaten i dad sl Wil e SuRv T D G
1162. You have stated that you have carried on this trade from the year
1799 to 1811 P—Yes; and occasionally the last time in 1820. I

1

1168, Is there  any circumstance in the trade, according to your opinion,

which induced you to leave it off?-~I did not find it profitable.

1164. You have stated that new tea was greatly superior in_price to old
tea; do you mean new tea bought in China, or tea which has been long kept
in the Ubited States of America?—I intended the remark to apply in both
1165, What period do you consider long in tea, after its arrival, being kept
in the United States before it was sold >~——~At New York, in the case of some
of the persons who bave been unfortunate, the old teas were sold at ruinous
plidel BT E e R A b i

1166. How long had they been kept on hand ?—They had forfeited the
drawbacks, of course: they had been more than one year in the country ;
probably two; I candot speak to the time. They were sold very low in the
case of Mr. Smith. s ol Ul o

1167. Without any other circumstancesin the market, the qugflty of the
teas was held to be 'o?y' less value in consequence of the time they had been on
hand ?~—Yes. ; il

1168, You havestated that the trade became less profitable ; can you state
what the profit was by your last investment from China ?—I did not make
much, or rather I did not make any thing. I believe it has occasionally been
better since. : Y L i ol

1169. Did you ever hear of any disputes arising between the American
subjects and the Chinese government >—1I have mentioned that in those cases
wherein T was interested nothing unpleasant ever occurred. I only k;_n‘ow

- from

ation, he agrees with the
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which has been mentioned ;
ced any dificulty.

‘persons as to those dis-

the public prints relative to the sailor, a case
ssels in which I was interested never e

- 1170, You have had no information fi
‘putes?—No, Lhave noti . ool aptil) L
1171, Youhave stated the proportion of price in China between the fresh
teas and the old teas; have the gooduness to state what, upon the average,
in the towns of America, is the difference between teas of a year old and the
fresh teas; is it five, ten, fifteen per cent., or what proportion ?~—Taking care
what I say, I should say it exceeded five per cent.; but I do not mean to
pledge myself. It is extremely difficult to sell them, unless ghe old teas have
been originally of a very good quality. L L

" 1172. Is it not an universal opinion that the quality origi,hz}lly?_b\f_sb”mé of
the fresh teas is better than of the stale tea ?—There is uniformly a decided
preference ; it is extremely difficult to sell the old when the new arrives. |
1178. Are you aware that the East-India Company in this country ave

obliged by law to keep their teas a year before they sell them ?-~1 have heard
that the teas were kept a long time; I was not sensible of it ; I have heard
the subject mentioned ; [ have no knowledge of the law. it

{1174, Supposing that to be the case, and that the East-India Company,
either by compulsion of the law, or other circumstances, were in the habit of
keeping their teas always a year before they sold them, do not you think that

any other trader offering in the market fresh teas, would find a great prefer-

ence over the Company ?—Decidedly so. et
' 1175. That the taste of this country, like that of America, would pronounce
itself in favour of the fresh tea over the stale 7—Decidedly so. i)

' 1176.' You have stated the duties in America to be levied on the different
teas, mentioning the teas by name, so much on souchong, so much on twan-
kay, and so on ?—Yes. ' f i ‘

different name; hyson for hyson-skin, or young hyson, and so on, for the pur-
pose of affecting the rate of duty to be collected in America ?~That would
be considered a great fraud, and, of course, persons of respectability never
do such things ; I have no knowledge of it myself; I have heard of a person
in New York practising some deceptions, but of course he lost credit, and the
thing was discontinued, I imagine; I have no knowledge of such frauds, and
cannot speak to them ; I should consider the instances very few. ‘

- 1178. Do you suppose that if, for instance, young hyson was packed for
hyson-skin, a custom-house officer could distinguish the qualities on their
arrival =1 think he could.

1179. And that any fraud #ttemptea of that description would be detect-
ed ?==If such frauds exist the instances are very few. :

1180. You have stated up to what time your trade was proﬁtal_ile and when
it ceased to be so, and when you were induced to retire from it; from the
‘ : S 2 period

1177. Isiit not common for one quality to be packed up in China with a-

G

25 Feb. 1830,
Myr. R. Milne.
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1181, Do you ‘bl thig th:s"C na trad
fallen into the same position with 'almi
country ?~When 1 left the China trade mgd my
which my friends: and connemons in Lancashue were
I did not better myself much. A Rk

1182. The commerce generaﬂy haq’been a Iosmg occup tion for
yeirs past 21 believe'a good deal so. |~ ‘

1183. Were you ever concemed ina whole cargo ”to Chma ?—Merely as
shipper on freight. = : ‘ |

1184, To what extent 7-w-As
commencing modenately i

1185, Thati is the‘p ctm in the American trade

1186. When you speak of the forelgn trade. of‘ the Untted States bemg "
losing one, do you mean fo aj ply that remark to the 1mport of raw materials
into thxs country, or the whole course of trade, including the import and
export trade?~—T believe ‘that a person who imported English dry goods
judiciously, what I would term a practical man, even yet, under all the diffi-.
culties, makes a little money ; at least 1f he du] not. grow very 1 rlch he would
get a living, [ think, with economy ‘ ‘

1187. The proﬁt made is chiefly on the export of manuf‘acturemf’rom thls
country to America ?—The commerce of the United States is very extensive ;
and various persons : who export colonial and domestic produce often lose
money. Persons who import English goods on a moderate scale, and have
judicious agents in this countl Y I beheve, are xather beneﬁted bu ot
materxally OE lated (1 | i

1188. The bencﬁt of the tradc, upon the whole, cons1sts more m_ﬂ‘é,‘proﬁt i
on the manufactuned artlcle than in the \expmtauon of the raw. aterial f—
Yes, I think so. Impo;t ters of French goods do well sometlmes ¥ ,bu‘ to these
points I cannot speak. axphcxtly it i e

1189 Have you ever unported any Lhma sﬂk goods "‘-—»I haVe doma Sa |

1190. Have you ever imported any raw silk >—Never. il

1191, Has the profit on China silk goods been equal to that on tea ?-—I
think, on the whole, bettel. ]

1192. Have you ever lmported any nankeens 7 Yes.

1193. What proportion of profits do nankeens bear to other artwlés Im-
ported ?-—The nankeens were of'ten a bale drtxcle 3 sometlmes they la -y;‘on
hand ¥ f i il (Rt i ‘xu A

i 1 94, Should



L,

25 Feb. 1830.

My B Milne,

h a;;anyme _‘port of | ! 1 tates to any of“ the
southern ports of America ?—A little, I think, but li l cannot speak
tothat; 1 have heard olit : ‘ e
' 1197. Do you know that any teas are e smuggled into
hea much of that. I have been in Canada, and heard ;
suppose it did exist : I have spoken to that in the former: parﬁ‘of' my evxdence
'1198. When you mentioned the quality of tea in America to be as good as
that in «Englamd did you refer to the fresh tea in America or to the old tea P—
I believe the whole of the green teas, the hyson, the unperlal, and guﬂpowder,
to be a‘sgood tea as can be produCed, AN my. oplmon i
~~1 9. As good tea as there is here ?--Yes, 1 think 03 they have been
boughﬂt for Spanish dollags..ts o
1200 Doy you ‘refel to the fresh teas of those descnptmns, or, ‘the year-old
& es(mpthns 21 refer to the teas: generally, when they are
f as, good quallty as can be procured

L Al ?, LR L TS

S e R R e

| 201, THE Commxttee understand that tr ade, on the part of! the East-India 1 March 1830.
Company, is given in shares to the Hong merchants ; will you state the pro- AR
E‘I ose shares, ?———The shares are in number twenty-one ; of which J. & Davis, Esy.

he ct
and a Half each. j
1202, Are there not some of' the Hong m,euchants 1molvent 9—-Certamly
not they are all in full trade. ,
1@03 Do each of them real]y receive those shares of the trade ?—-Some of
them receive more, according to the teas which may be at. their disposal
beyond the actual contracts. 'fhose proportions apply only to what are called
the contract teas, about three-fifths of the Company’s investment. The
remaining two-fifths are left to be filled up by casual tenders on the palt of
~ those who may have. the best teas to offer.
1204. Are the casual tenders always from the Hong merchants, and never
from any other party >—From the Hong merchants.
R Wi IQOS. Are

fmerchant has four, the four next three, and the two last two
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1@06 Upan the whole you,co

1 1207. Have you ever ‘heard them‘
have heard such conjectural éstimates ;
we cannot have access to fhexr books.

1 1208. Have you ever. known them to be sold ?-—-Certamiﬁy no
out of my knowledge. |

1209. Did you everwhear that each sham Vs ko
dollars ?-—It must be a guess on the part. of the ersox{;vth

1210. With reapect to contract teas, is the: contract ‘xnadep :
is made in the prscedmg season for tbe«s 1bsequent one

1211. And the price 0 settled ?-L Alwa
nation of tea. There is a descending scale of pr
tea which may be produced under each class, the p'

1212, Ts that series of price settled every ye: go
to year 7—The series o prwes, in reference to "q‘uahtw& is settled,
been for some time. One difference T recollect that lately took place; i
was a general reduction in the prices of teas, one tale under every character.
1t took place in the year 1825, and was in favour of the Company to the

_ amount of about £QO,QOO

1218. Then, with théﬂ‘e:rceptmn of that dxmmutwn, the pmces f'c:ur each
class of tea have been settled for some time *—They have. |

1214, Do you remember how long 91T cannot state’ exactly

1215, But from 1825 to the present moment the same prmei has been
given ?—-Yes, generally

1216. Ave the teas that are not contract teas puxchased also «a‘ co
a scale of prices, or according to the market price —They are “p
reference to their quality, and according to the scale. 1

1217. ‘That is, in’ fact, upon the same rule with xespect to pru:e A
conltract teas ?—-wNo 5 they are necessarﬂy lower :m prlce, bemg IMver in
quality !

1218. What do you “call the teas which are nof contrac!: teas ?mThere 1s a
certain pottloﬂ called ¢ winter teas 3 the remainder must be descnbed by
tbe negative term, ‘ not contract teas” i

1219. Accordmg to theu' quahty, would the teas that are nob ccmtract teas
be purchased by the Company at the same rate as the contxact teas ?wNo,
they are always understood to be lower. : 0

{1l




- The pt‘oportmn must be
: ﬁ;tate“xt !

bﬂ“?w}mt gmun& ig it ‘thatt they ar
n‘ﬁeﬁ& ‘or perhﬁps ald teas. il

] generally mfermrr i
i ‘%3. Is there not a portion of' the winter teas which s bf a supermr

?uahty of tea ?~~"The winter teas are always purchased in the current season

 for shipment in the subsequent season. They are what were rejected as
« contracts 3’ they were, below contract guality, and are taken at.a very
reduced price. |

1224, Are they invariably below ?—They must be below, havmg been
oﬁ'ered as contracts, and not accepted.

11225. Then are the Commiittee to understand, that all the tea whxch is not
contract tea, has been rejected in the antecedent year as contract tea ?--—In
the current year—not all; only the winter tea.

1226, But the other portions, which are not winter teas. have not beén
reJected ?—Those which are not winter teas have not been rejected.

2@7 What proportlon do those which' have ot been rejected bear. to those
ic  been rejected P——1It is very difficult for me to state, because the
R the winter teas varies in different seasons.

1228, Can - you furnish the Committee with an account, f‘or two or three
irs, of the proportions of the teas ?—The total investment of the Company’s
is about 970,000 chests, of which the contracts are three-fifths,
T teas thera are; 1 thmk about 20, 000 chests 3 but this varies,

‘1,‘2@9‘ The winter teas being the rejected teas of the antecedent year P—
O the season ¢ antecedent to their shipment. They are purchased in F ebruary,

pped in’ ‘the subsequent October or Noyember., They are rejected,
Ei)le;dg pOblthely bad but as, bemg comparatively mfenm to the lugh
ass calle L e

1@“30 Then®the pmces patd by the Company are settled accordmg to the
scale, and without reference to the market price of the day ’—Yes ; but they
are lower ‘than the contracts. T hey are settled according to the scale, sub-
ject to change ;md alteratmn. The Cumpany has always rwulated the market
puce of teas, e

| 1231. When did any chancre take p]ace ?—-The last considerable chafge

taok place in 1825, but I will not say that some denominations have not been
lowered since.

1289.’ How is the price ﬂxed upon thxs scale P—The price is fixed according
to a certain claqsxﬁcatlon under each denomination. T here are not less than
ten classes under each denomination ; for instance, under. the denommauon
of congo, there are, in fact, more than ten classes.

1233. Between

Sr.
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JF. Davis, Fsq.
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R et rbnshab dacties dih o th‘ |
buyers and the selleré + between the H"(mg\
1284. Do you know whether the teas thatare se Canada
by the Company according to the same seale of price as the
country ?——-They are not contract teas ; theym of a loy

1285. Do they form any pnoporuon of the shares whxch the Hang, men.'
chants supply by contract ?~—No ; the whole consxgumem is w the amaunt
of not more than £100,000. = . *# ; i

1236. Those are not purchased then accordmg to thxs scale o bnce P
They are purchased according to the price \ which the Compsmy choose to aﬂix
to each quality.

1437, Are they hxgher or lower v——-They are lowur than the contracts, and
of a lower quality. TR

1238, 1In pmportmn to the quality, are they IOWer than the contract teas?
—-I believe the price is’ propornoned as. Well as can be, to the real value of
the commodity in both cases. . = i

"1239. Can you ‘speak posntwely to that ?——~I should say dec&dedly ‘

1240. How are the prices of wuollens wluch the Hong merchants také,
affixed ?»-—-Accoldmg to the demand;

1241. The same way as the teas P~—Yes ; except that the relatxve snuatmn
of the parties dealing becomes changed The one become sellers, aud the
other buyexs i ‘ B

1242. But still itis a mutual agreement between the Eames ?-—-Certmnly
I would add, that the last consignment of woollens to China, it is estimated,
will yield a profit upon the Whale, 1f' the pnces remain the same as they were
by the last accounts.

1248, Supposmg then, in so far as the va]ue of' woollens goes, that there
were an arbitrary price put upon the woollens and upon the tea, it does not
follow that we should ascertain the exact value of the teas purchased by the
Company = Fhey must both be regulated' accordmg to the best conceptxon‘
that the two parties have of the supply and, the demand. ‘

1244, But they are not reaulated accordmg to the price of the day m
either instance P-—They must be the market price ‘of the day must be as
much as the sellers can get, and as little as the buyers can manage to glwa.

1245. When the Americans entered into the trade of supplying Canton
with ,mapufactured goods, did the price of the manufactured artlcle fall in
the Canton market ?—Certainly it did.

1246. Did the price of the woollens that the Company f'urmshed to the
Hong at the same time sustain a correspondmg failure —They certamly
fell ; the Compan)z had to complam of a fall. )

124/7. To what extent?——-l cannot tell exactly. i el

- ; 1248. Are
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0fﬂm’ agreements between the Hong
‘on the Company’s records. ==
aember when the last arran ent was made between
supercargoes, with respect to the price of woollens ?—The
ment takes place every yeat, with reference to the supply and the

50. Do the prices vary every year o—Certainly. i

1%1 ‘But not of the teas >~—Yes, 1 have said before that they did. - There
was a variation in the whole investment in the year 1825, since which time
I cannot exactly speak to particulars, R R R

' 1252, Are you aware that if tea was purchased in tl e market of Canton,

for ready money for instance, it might be bought at much lower rates than

those paid by the Company ?~—1 think the ‘evidence I heard in this room
went to prove that, “Lhat what the Americans call a rich ship, that is, a ship
freighted with doflars, will always be more welcome to the Chinese than a
ship freighted with manwfactures.
| 1253. Do _you know the proportion in which teas so purchased for ready
money would vary from the contract prices paid for the teas, supposing the
qualify to be the same ?~Except that it would be lower for cash, I cannot
speak exactly. e ‘ Ll

' 1254, Do you conceive that there would be a difference, upon bohea for
instance, of from 9d. paid by the Company to 5. and a fraction paid by the
Americans ?—The denominations of teas can be no guide whatever with
reference to the value of the teas. There is as much difference between the
quality of teas of the same denomination, as there is between wine sold at a
tavern and that drunk at a gentleman’s table, although they are both called
Sherry or Madeira, b | ; M

11255, Are there no means of comparison at all between the prices paid in

the market of Canton, and the contract prices of the Company’s teas P—
They are both in proportion to the real value of the commodity ; and the
contract teas are of a very high quality. Iam not aware that they are bought
by any but the Company in general. W
1256, In the year 1@25,“. when a different arrangement took place about
price, was there'a meeting between the Hong merchants generally and the
supercargoes with respect to that alteration in price?—That would be the
way in which such a measure must be operated.

1257. Do y611 remember whether it did actually take pldée 7No doubt
ibdidel e e , LTS

1258. Are there any minutes of it?~~There are the fullest minutes cof
every transaction that takes place. regularly.sent home, in what are called
¢ Public Consultations,” to the India-House. . . G R s bt
B e T 1259. Can

|

1,

1'March 1830. .

J'F. Davis, Esq.

'i
f
|
|
\
i
|
|
1



1 March 1830.
J. . Davis, Esq.

Al ,
entered into between the Select Committee and the supercargo

from necessity to be absent from the spot at that period.
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Y emﬁazs"“(}anyou»finfu‘ximzithé Commfiﬁtemv;oi

Hong merchants in the year 1828, not long after the ailure of the
merchant Manhop ?—There are complete minutes upon the subje
India-House; and they are of better authotity than I am, for i

of the agreement was ; ‘whether

1260. Do you recollect what the substance

it was not agreed by the Hong merchants, under a penalty of 20,000 dollars

or some such sum, to be paid by any Hong merchant who should, after a
certain date, grant a license for the sale of any foreign imports to any other
person than a Hong merchant, or to ship off any goods purchased from an'
outside merchant?—This arrangement among .the Heng merchants took

place entirely without the instigation of the Committee, or their interference.

It was in consequence of this edict from the Hoppo:— i
«t From his excellency the Hoppo, Wan Ta-Jin, to the Linguists Achow
' SOSTT R SRE Cadl deebe £ IR G RO

« Tt has been found out that some persons who formerly opened shops for European
wares, have entered the merchants’ hongs and clan(lestinel”{ do %uéinéé.%%with{fdréifgnéts s
but foreign ships coming to' Canton are restricted, in all their imports and ‘exports,

“to deal with .the Hong merchants, = If native 'shopmen carry on a clandestine com~
merce, the law accounts it a treasonable intercourse, The severity of the law is to
prevent frauds on the revenue. But the shopmen evade the law by forming connections
with the Hong merchants, gradually entering and assuming & false pretence of super-

" intending ther_lfg;lbng' congerns, carry on their.illegal‘sho%‘s‘ with the foreigners, and bring
up and send down catgoes in the name pf the Hong. The merchants connive at it, and

. the linguists receive bribes to report the duties. Butit is forgotten that large debts for,

- duties are accumulated, and foreign claims increased, and the Hohg merchants are even-
tually injured. The best way to prevent future evils is to be careful beforchand. Besides
ordering Howqua ard the other merchants to examine whether there be any shopmen in
the Hongs or not, and forthwith to expel them instead of retaining them to carry on an

" ilkicit commerce with foreigners, and declarin that if any dare to gisobey this order, on

the facts being discovered, the goods will be confiscated, and the shopmen delivered

" over to the local government to ﬁe punished. Besides doing these things, an order is
hereby issued to the linguists, requiring them to act according to the tenour ‘of this ;

" and hereafter shoultl any shopmen clandestinely enter the Hongs and deal with the
foreigners, the linguists are disallowed to report their goods at the custom-house, and
are required to give information to government that the goods may be confiscated.
Should the linguists openly assent to and secretly oppose this order, and as before
report goods at'the custom-house, the moment it is discovered they will be severely

. punished,~Dec. 17th, 1827.” 3 : G el

1261. Are there not frequent proclamations or edicts by the Viceroy and
by the Hoppo against smuggling of every kind ?«~This was a more particular
one, in consequence of the sucgessive failure of three of the Hong merchants.

1262.  Are not frequent -proclamations of that kind issued against smug-
gling and illegal transactions 7—Not so frequently against what is called the
« outside trade’” as against the opium trade. S

~ 1268. Are
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wa 1%6&% /' Are'n ot those considered ma"tte.:%sndﬁ_ urse, and does not smuggling
20 on increasing notwithstanding ?—I ‘would confine the observation to
 opium, because that is a contraband article which cannot pay duties.  The

‘e:, i oted is quite of a different. description. I bave not known more
“that se or four since my residence in the country. . I remember one in
1817, when the Company interfered in favour of the shopmen, and requested

L i
the government to allow them to trade to a certain extent with the ships
without being subject to. the interference of the an;imerchants, . That
application failed 3 and it appears that there were two ! undred shops soon
after shut up by order of the government, This last was without avy com-
plaint on the part of the Hong ; it was a spontaneous act on the part of the
government. A Yo
| 1264, Are the Committee to understand that the Company entered into
no. arrangement  with the Hong merchants in consequence of that ?~~The
Company had that year suffered very much by the abstraction from their
contracts of teas of which they had always been accustomed to have the
first choices and the Committee then thought, that as they had suffered in
' that year’s investment, it was for the interest of the Company to endeavour
to maintain their dccustomed advantage. The Court did not enter into
' these views to their full extent, and the resolution of the Committee has
been altered : but they did at the moment think that it was for the interest
of the Company to tell those Hong merchants, whom they suspected of
conniving at the system, that if any individual of their body contributed
again to the injury of the Company’s investment, sfor the sake of a higher
price; the Company would diminish their dealings with him, o
'~ 1265. Did they not state to the Hong merchants that they reserved to
themselves the right of depriving such' Hong merchant of any share of'the
Company’s, trade, if they . should again grant parcels or permit: facilities to

6L,

1 March 1830.

J. . Davis, Lsg.

the'.outside merchavts to deal. with the Americans and other traders 7—If.

did not extend to the general trade in articles which had always been allowed

_ to the shopmen. It was with reference to teas more especially 3 with re.
ference to matters which affected the Company’s investment and the Com-

PR T “

1266. As regarded tea alone, did they make their intention known to the
‘Hong merchants?>—Yes ; they told them that if they found their investment
suffered, they should consider it their duty to show their disapprobation, by
dealing less with the merchants who connived at it. R Ay
. 1267. Are the Committee to understand that the Chinese were themselves
anxious to deal with Americans and others, and thereby abstracted a portion
of the Company’s trade, but that the Company’s servants interfered to
prevent it ?—The Company's servants at that time thought it was their duty
to preserve the first choice, which they had always enjoyed, of those supe-
tior teas; and they thought they could do this in no other way, than by
telling the merchants that they would deal less with any individual of their
i ] e body

|
1
|

|

t
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~‘an outside dealer to deal in certain staple articles,
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" 1068, In ffact, ‘they were anxious to ke‘ep?"jupmmai? rence which they
‘had in the choice of teas, notwithstanding the outside merchants - ished to
‘deal with others P~—They did ; but the idea has bee ce given up, O1s

better to let things,take their patural course,

1

injured ' the Company’s interests by contri

LB

sequence of the receipt of a reply from the Coutt, saying tl

11269. Then, in fact, did matters revert to their old chavipel, notwith-
standing the edict you have now read ?~~Certainly not, with regard to all
commodities. Itis still held by the Canton government to be traitorous for -
1270. Can you state any instance in which the government bas acted on. -
the spirit of that edict, and punished any outside merchant for dealing with -
“Americans or any other foreigners?—I have not yet heard of any instance
sinosthatsdiet, "l G G e
IQZI. What is the Chinese punishment for treason ; what penal
attach to that class of treason which is designated by this trade
strictly speaking, is the Nighest crime that can bappen under a despotisn
and in China entails the highest punishment. What sort of treason dealing
with foreigners is,, I am not aware ; but it might probably be punished by
banishment for life to Tartary. P D e R e
1272. Have you ever known that punishment inflicted for that offence ?=
Soon after the Company’s interference in 1817, two hundred shopmen were
taken up and punished : the least punishment, 1 believe, was the confiscation
of theie goodsii TR ST LR Pl
1278. At what time was that —1In the year 1817. e
1274. Have you ever known such a proceeding taken at any other period ?
—Constantly 5 it has happened every two or three yearssince I have been in
the service, that outside men have been apprehended. It is for the purpose
of extorting money from them. ' b

Ll NER IR I

1275, Has it, in point of fact, interrupted the proceedings of the outside
merchants ?——It never can entirely. - I consider the outside trade at Canton

to be perfectly secure in regard to certain permitted commodities, but not in
regard to the others. gl o R e
1276. Have you ever heard that outside merchants have given sums of
money, 5,000 or 10,000 dollars, to the Hong merchants, for their pass to
cover certain exports, which legally they could not send without the Hong .
merchants’ authority ?—They have, I believe, bribed them. . - ' L
'1277. Has not that been of very frequent occurrence -] believe that no
cutside dealer, ‘where his business is illegal, can manage well to carry on

“such transactions without bribing the Hong merchants. = It is a sort of tax

on the outside trade.. Ik
) 1278. e
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ort of Canton ?—In staples.
d India?—The Chinese

 Committee understand from ye
 monopoly of the trade from t
you mean'in the trade with urope
inate between the places from which foreigners come.

1280, Do you yecollect any articles which are . cepted from that mono-
‘poly >—There is one which, I believe, is now excepted, namely, silk piece-
goods; it is a trade which the Hong merchants cannot carry on, being a
business of detail, fit only for the outside dealers..

11281, Did not that take place in 1828 by proclamation P~—The pro-
clamations were against free trade; but silk has been allowed to the outside

dealers ) i : ‘ R i
1282, Then except silk piece.goods all other articles are 'considered
illegal, if they do not go through the Hong merchants P—Besides silk piece-
goods, there are a variety of trifling things. The daily wants of a foreigner
at Canton must be supplied from the shops ; for instance, a man could not
go and buy a pair of shoes from Howqua. There are, besides, sugar-candy,
-and mats, and things of that kind. il
1288. Are you aware of sums of money being paid by the ottside
‘merchants to the Hoppo for the privilege of exporting ?—1I am not aware of
that; 1 should say, they were paid to the Hong merchants. The Hoppo
s in 4 situation too high to admit of bargains between him and the outside
dealers.” I should think the bribes were paid in part to the underlings of
sl Boppd i i i L , L ; ‘
' 1284, Will you state what the office of the Hoppo is, and what his duties
are, and the importance of them P—He is the third civil officer in rank at
Canton ; he ranks after the governor of the province ; and he is chief com-
 missioner of the customs. His duty is to superintend the foreign trade in
- 1985, Are you aware whether he is paid by salary or by commission ?—I
_believe that, under that eorgupt government, he receives very little positive
salary, and is allowed pi'incipalfy to pay himself. Most of the situations
connected with foreign trade are sold to the best bidder, who remunerates
Wittt na b ciime "1 e U it
1286, Have you not heard that that is principally done by conniving at
ovasions of the revenue?—I believe that it is to a considerable extent, and
by sums that he wrings from the Hong merchants ; in every way, in fact,.
that he can obtain money. ; Ll |
1287. Are the Committee to understand that there isa disposition, on the
art of the Chinese outside merchants, to deal with foreigners, but that the
tiong, by the privileges which they possess, restrain them?-—1 should say,
that there is necessarily a disposition, on the part of the outside dealers, to
participate in the lucrative trade with foreigners, but that both the govern-
ment and the Hong merchants are, from interest, opposed to it ;. the govern-
: TR A ‘ : ment

Q.
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ment, because they are more secure ¢
larly ; and the Hong ‘merchants, natu A
every man to do the best for himself and the.
1288, But you say that the government

ﬁ’f?icile’they'have, either by positive connivance or ¥
allowed the silk trade to the outside dealers, = 1
1289, Was there any;‘wr‘it_t;eh‘1cdnit"ract“;,f*Op"‘tbg ‘occasio
mentioned, between the supercargoes and the Hong merchants 21 believe |
that it was, just in so many words, addressed to those Hong merchants
whom they suspected of having assisted in depriving them of their acc
tomed choice of teas, that they would show their displeasure towards
Hong merchants who contributed to it, by dealing les ith th
the otherss st WAL GH0 s Bheds BRI B
1290. Have you any knowledge of a letter addressed by t
agent to the chief of the Select Committee, remonstrating against suc
of the arrangement in question as involved his interest as an Americ
Some of the Americans (for all of them would not sign these petitions to
the government) had endeavoured to bring the British into odium with the
Chinese. I think on the Company’s records there is copy of an address of
theirs, saying that the British had set themselves up in opposition to the
Emperor—sa charge of the most injurious cast in such a country as China ;
and we at that moment felt that we owed so little to the Americans, and
particularly to this individual, that we' returned a very short answer. He
wanted us to-assist him on some occasion, and we returned bhim a very
laconic answery from the feeling that we owed him wery little. . . .

i

o # e ek

1201. Ts that letter and that answer on record 2= think they both are on
record. This petition had not been signed by all the Americans. M
1292. Are you aware whether the American merchants at_Canton, on
finding that their trade with the ontside merchants was put an end to by
the arrangement made between the supercargoes and the Hong, held a
meeting and resolved to petition the Viceroy against such proceeding P—-I

believe that those individuals of the Americans who had signed this previous
petition, did repeat their application through the medium of the Hong mer-
chants, fsipl el o it it B e
1293. Have you ever seen.a copy or translation of that petition sent in by
the Americans P--1L saw some five or six of them; but with regard to that
particular one, I cannot say. ‘ i ‘
1294. Did not one of these petitions to the Viceroy charge the agents of
the East-India Company directly with having originated the arrangement
which the Americans considered so prejudicial to their interest 2 1f they did
make that assertiony the records will show that it was incorrect. = e
; 1295, According
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vas. that J»;thea;,_‘,al}lggagipn‘, in their 1 March1830.
t was so, I must deny o
i i ‘ J. F. Davis, Fisq:

tt6 that petition from
nnot speak to. There

was h corres ely to any individual
doc sl ALl A L

1297. Have you ever seen the answer of the government to the American
application >—1 dare say T did, but its exact tenour I cannot charge my
1298. Do you recollect whether that proclamation for the first time
d the transactions of foreigners with outside merchants —I should say
e i naterial difference at this moment with regard to the real
 state of the trade, except in the article of silk piece-goods. I have heard

i e

e

WY I TR AN L ) & 2 i g 4 i o
though I cannot speak positively from my own recollection, as it did not con-
cern us, that manufactured silk has heen added to the other things that were

before allowed to the outside dealers. i
Did it not, to the best of your recollection, as regarded the export

129

9.

of manufactured silks, and the import of all cotton manufactures, legalize
he trade with the outside dealers?—Yes, I think it did; it admitted those
things to the list which before existed of the trade permitted to the outside
deataie R R R T R i
11800. Will you have the goodness to read, from the Canton Register of
the 2d of August 1828, a statement therein contained of a proclamation \

coficerning the trade carried on by shopmen, dated July 14th, 1828,
[Tl witness then read the same, as follows :

|« Proclamation concerning the Trade carried on by Shopmen ; dated
L R s ey Dath . 1828, ] vl
- % Le, governor of Canton, &e, &e. with' Yen, commissioner of customs at the
ort of Canton, hereby make known regulations agreed upon for carrying on commerce
‘ gemeﬁ native shopmen and foreign merchants of all nations, and require obedience
SOBIR RIS S R S R e ! i
¢ The treasurer and judge of Canton having received orders to meet and deliberate
on the subject, veportec | 'to me, the go‘véﬂxdr, as follows: ; :
-6 « We being commanded to meet and deliberate on regulations for the trade between
native shopmen and foreign merchants, ordered the Kwongchowfoo to unite with the’
Nanhae and Pwangu magistrates, and examine the old records on the subject, then
consult and state their opinion. They did so, and laid the result hefore us, when we
eame to the following resolutions: ' §i wliR :
¢ « Foreign merchants of all nations coming to Canton were formerly restricted, in
their dealings with shopmen, to leather shoes, china-ware, &, eight articles. Exclusive
of these, all imports and exports were confined to the Hong merchants, who were made
vesponsible for the duties, to prevent smuggling and such nefarious proceedings. The
linguists were appointed solely for interpreting, and were not responsible for trade,
It is proper to keep them on the old footing, in conformity with existing laws.
B e e il | e : ¢ But
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an
come to Canton, in which are

; and’furmer times ave different
‘i the larger articles of impor

remote foreigners, aml be benehcml at home. ' 'l‘hw was thew notive

shopmen shall be prohibited from dealing in,

“to be responsible for the duties. ' As to worked o j 4
Soochow or Hongehow, but woven from tlme to time by natives m~-€lanton rh

“[to leave silks free],

at the H@ng‘merchanta havq o
allowed | de either with sh
reat or small commaodities.

articles to which they were restric ed’” are insuffi
T on ddih

‘ Emt cargo it
“and earnestly soliciting a change oi' the law, whichwould be

¢« We (the treasurer arid Judo'e) commanded the officers bef x‘q it
into the subject’ and report, whi chi they dxd - Itisproper for us ne
‘result ; which is, that a list be made out of exports, fea, raw § k

of imports, woollens, camle'ts, ol 53 arti of wh

« ¢ All other goods not mserted in the list, wh,
commodities, miscellancous articles and aamb _
‘chants to deal with shopmen, and cJhal’l be s h‘ j

y“ m‘é not

applied for by fhpiorewn merchants, and since the lﬁng merehants mﬁ( ﬂm this |
practice is expedient, both for foreigners and nfx'nwesaJ it is mgh,t to grant their request

« ¢ All coatse and mmce]laneous artmlm nat ms«::rted in e lM: are free to the
foreign merchant who now chooses to deal with' shopmien. But hemafter, if the shop-
men incur debts, the Mandarin merchants shall not be implieated. The f‘orewn mer-
chant must, in all such cases, be left to himself to clear his account. i

. % ¢ With respeet to shopmen dealing with, £oreln‘uers, it is inexpedient to leaw thetn
without some one to inspect their conduct, ‘We (the treasurer and Judge) request that .
it may be made the duty of the Hong merchants and ling uists to examine th em from
time to tinte, and should there be any sm‘uguﬂm the Hona metchants shall be respon- '
sible, and the linguists brought up and punis| ),e‘%k . This chan% geems required by the
times ; and since the forezgnels will be C‘Om‘pd nated, the tnerchants accommodated,
and the responsibility fixed, thera wxlli be 0 loa.s‘ to the revenue, nor any’ bbstacle‘
from the laws, i ‘

. #¢ ¢ Having received orders to e\amme and, consult, We now submxt whether, t}wse‘sug«
gestions be ncrht ot not, and wait for instructions to ;I)romulgata them, We
overreqguest that a conmunication may. be made to the oppo to esamine and conform

« These statements have come before me, the governor ; and as the deliberati
are completed, I direct, inaccordance with the abcve suggestions, a list to be made
out of exports—tea, raw silk, &c. 24 articles. [Here he quotes, verbatim, thaprw
ceding paragraphs, and desires the IIoppn to issue a proclamatmn in th ited
names to the Hong merchants, to commumcate the orders of ufovermlner
foreigners of all nations, and to the nutwe shopmeu, that one and ull of them m‘ y
yield Ob(,(llellCE to the same,] e

“ Thus the affair comes bef‘ore me, the Hoppo, and I huehy Isslw, mthe name
of the governor and Hoppo, the following orders, [Here he quotes, verbatzm, the
pmcedmg, and then addsj) '

+ ¢ Let merchants, forelgners, lmgmsts aud shopmeu, 4]1 be hereby fully mform
that hereafter they ave required implicitly to obey the preceding regul

examine and conform their dealings, to the list of -exports and impo
amexed, Hong merchants alone are .allowed to trade in the articles ther
tioned.  Shopmen are not pérmitted to have any secret intercourse with forelgrie

i f‘s‘,
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scellaneous articles, not in

required to give in a list,
asily investigate,  Here-
_clearly which belong
duty of the linguist to
not, allowed to confuse

yods to be shipped oft, ;
hants and which to shopmen. It is
i ceording to law, ere a permit, be given,
these things; if he do, he will be severely punished. ke
¢ The linguists are besides, ordered to make out a list of all the foreign-goods
ishops, ‘and whethe ownérs be substantial good people, and cause’ them forth-
it resent ent associated names for security, to be preserved on

hat may hereafter be contracted by the shopmen, the foreigners
ithe affer. (i Al i
n the Hong merchants and linguists to examine and report
| oing on, . If they presume to conceal what they know, and any clandes-
tine proceeding be educed, they will be severely prosecuted. Positively the gover~
nor’s and Hoppo’s words once gone forth, the law will follow.  Positively no mdul-
gence will b &owu. . Let every one implicitly obey, Oppose not this special edict,

: List of the 24 Articles of Export, (confined to the Hongs), =« =
All sorts of teas. 2. Raw silk from Oakwong. ' 3. Silk prepared for weaving,
caw sk 5. Al sorts of cloth, 6. Native cassia. 7. Cassia buds. %
Suga ( : A1 Alum. . 12 Cloves., 18, Nutmeg
Quicksilver. | 15, China camphor, 16, Rhubarb. 17. Galangal,
19. Vermilion. 20. Gamboge. 21. Damar. 22, Star anniseed.
5. 24, Cochineal. |- - Rl AR e ; i
i he 53 Articles of Import. BB oy
_ . 3. Camlets. 4. Long-ells. 5. Broad-cloths.
‘of camlets,' 8. Florentines. 9. Ginseng. 10, San-
‘Cloves. 13, Nutmegs. 14, Putchuck, ' 15. Oli-
Elephants’ teeth, | I8. Pepper. 19, Foreign tin,
)i per. 52 Ditto steel, 23, Cotton, 24. Rattans.
alts. 927, Prussian blue. 28. Bicho do Mar. 29. Fish maws.
. Materials for glass. . 32. Ebony. 33. Sapanswood. 34
um kino, 86, Myrrh,  37. Physic, 38, Assafoetida. ‘39.‘Ph¥sic
Iver. 41, Foreign iron. 42, Wax, 43. Cutch. 44, Pearl shells,
Undressed nests. 47.. ' | 48, Flints. 49. Borax. 50,
1. Gold and silver thread. « 52, All sorts of skins. 53, Mace.” |
1301. Does ii ar by that proclamation through what authorit " the
American petition was presented ?—It could only be presented throug the
medium, and in the words, of the Hong merchants. The question re..
solves itself into the respective privileges which Americans and English pos.
sess at Canton; and in order to show that the Company have nof been
hostile to the Americans, 1 may state that I myself interfered, with the
sanction of our Committee, in favour of an American named dmmidon, in
1825, and availed. inyself of the knowledge 1 had of the Chinese language
to write a petition for him to. the authorities, complaining of the conduct of
the, Hong. merchants. . That petition was sent back unopened to the
American, with a message to say, that no American could communicate
LG ' ] directly

R Worlevl (@ ;
g Cuttings of cloth

A

525 Betel-nut,
3 Sharks” o

QL.

to 8,000 catties. The gaid 1 March 1830.
J. F. Davis, Esg.
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enlarge it by the addition of the
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1803 Is it stated there that t , !

dealing only in a certain number of staple articlesp-w]

from dealing in other articles: it says, that they shall

of dealing in staple articless i . 0 L

1804. Are you aware that there is a list of en

none but British ships can import into Eng|

Totioh UFRHaE Keilygh (1B T

13805. With reference to the estimation in which the Engl , a

Canton, have you ever seen or heard of placards in the Chinese language

being posted up on the European factories, accusing the English of being the

means of interrupting trade between foreigners and theoutside merchants P—

. I believe there are placards put up by the Chinese occasionally against all

foreigners; containing charges of a much more serious description than that ;

but i'?have not heatd of those particular placards to which the question refers.

Lampooning is very common in that country. = They even placard the officers
of their own government. e B

gl
i i

1806. Have you known of any placards complainin
of the East-India Company?—No; gl 1Car
foreigners I have heard of frequently, but 1

1307. Are you aware whether that proclamation has been acted upor
regard to permitting the outside merchants to deal with foreigners i

lieve that the outside trade is now very much in the same state th

always been at Canton. It was legalized, with regard to certaip artiel
fore, and to #hat list some commodities have been since added.

1308. In your former evidenge you stated that the Chinese are decidedly
an anti-commengial people 3 will you state any individual instance in which
the Chinese have refused intercourse with foreigners ?——They have excluded
us from several ports to which we formerly had access. They have excluded
tnhle RUSSianS fl’sz Cantcnp ; ol ‘ ) r AT B i

1809. Do you recollect the date when we were excluded?—Not exaetly ;
Dot it was about the end of the seventeenth century, in comsequence of the
conquest of the Tartars. The Tavtars became masters of China, and were I
suppose, more jealous than the former government, and accordingly ex d
us from Amoy. : A e

- 1810. Have



n mlm&thlwmselvas frot
ese au harmea ?-~No 1

/¢ you any #deii of wh

the e tea trade to England
‘e?mIt; was very meohsxdmable co

: 'Mzh our present

Are the Co matteé then w understand that themea tmﬁe to England
as . mﬁwu mp smce Emopeans we excludeﬂ ifr Amo ,f

14 ‘ new tmde beneﬁéxal to the people of' C‘hma ?--u would

e benef WJ (becauwgl conceive it would be larger) il lmwere nearer
re of the empire,
es from the long landncamage. would be avoided, if. the trade were
nearer o the tea provinces. |

. Must not so. lm*ge atr ade be beneﬁcml to the countly ?--a-It: cannot
 be ben: ﬁcxal as far as it goes. ‘
1 \e trade is beneficial, on what grounds do you suppose the; gnvern-
 decidedly hostile to increase that trade ?-—Iecanse it is decidedly
foreign int wnmsm . The institutions of the country are built on
n _ax ms of theu‘ g:eat philosopher, Confucivs ; and it wasa leading pre-
ercourse with foreigners—-* to despise foreign. com-

ds. Thesacred books of the Chinese are different
‘pst. other countries ; they are not so much re-
on ethics and on government ; and as long as the
ooks, so long,_wm the institutions built upon those

on.o heChmese, whatever may be its appearanc.e
ying on a foreign trade >— Principles of
prepastemus in themselvee, and contrary vto
an nature, must in. f‘act render themselves futile tp a
o that extent the foreign trade prevails in Chma, ‘

131'7 Are . 1€ sharges on vessels going to Amoy' are
much higher than those o esselﬁ tradmg to Canton, even taking the C‘hmese
junks ?—I should think there is no difference between native vessels 5 al\ the
‘-'eﬁwrmiﬁﬂ‘and the tyranny is ‘chiefly in regard to foreigners. =

1818, Tf it should be the fact that the port charges at Amoy ﬂdr (‘hlhese
junks are higher than the port charges at Canton, might not that, in some
) ccount for the cessation of trade to that port ?——-I wally catmot
’ charges on native vessels.
he fdxﬁ'erence of charge whlch my ‘exist at
ect to foreign vessels =1 can only speak

Ue from

':S
= s

"That vety great accession to the prices of tea,

L,

1 Mawh 1830
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from“the txrade at. Ammyrhavmghbaen «-abandom‘
of th ;cbarges bum v
of th‘ country, as mm‘,
medarms. iy 0
11820, When you talk of the exorb‘
excess of charge at Amoy as con with C
the result, that they were higher at Amoy, = .
1321. Were not the Spaniards the only nation th
ﬁrading to Amoy ?—All foreigners possesaed that. ngh
- 1822. Did not the Spaniards continue to have that 1i
othex nation ?-—They had the nominal privxlage but that w
gatory by the obstacles they experienced. i b
1823, How lately. have they abandened tt ?wW
one attempt was made, which proved unsuccessful
the ports of China are virtually as completely shut
of Japan, with the exception of the Dutch. e
1824, Do you conceive the port of Amoy to be shut to all B ti
~Certainly. = L
1325. As the tmdmg mt@mourse in C‘hmw ef' Eumpean:f
creased, does it not show that the anti.commercial spirit is sqmewhat dxmx»
nished p=—I should say, that it was the operatmn of the mteve&ts of mdlvlduals
agamst a preposterous polwy | |

to a Cel tain extent, by the spmt and bonduct of th "govern’
trade would be mﬁmtely greater, xf‘ we had a@ce' to's

vantao'e of‘ the great trade wnh Canton ?—-1 cannot say that they ever es-
pressed thentselves so, but’ very much the reverse : it may be ﬂy“err“eéi that
they value it, to the extent of the revenue which they derive from i
which is very mccrmderable in proportion to the revenues of the empire.
They wcmld value 1t !ess, as they ost thts revenue by the g-mwth of smuy

1928, What is the amount of revenue remitted annually by ¢ the Hong P
1 have heard it wated at 2,000, 000 of tales but that is a tmﬂmg su n,
1829, 1Is not that about £650,000 a year ?-—It is ‘
" 1880. Does that amount inelude the port charges of the pm‘t;
1.should think it does ; that on whatever grounds it is calculate
every source of profit to the government,. |
1881. Are there any local charges upon the trade at Gamtcm
of the government duties ?—I should think that the he .
foreign trade at Canton was in, the shape of extomo‘
what finds its way to the coﬂ’ers of the Emperoz
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ndently extortion, is the “*3‘~xa";t;ty»partionf’u(yf the charges

ich 1s locally appropriated at Canton ?—There is a charge

har : \b‘e?méﬁt‘df’”thée”lcﬂrwpqﬁmn*ﬂffﬂmg merchants.
er, that the Hoppo, "ot
nally to Pekin between
¢ seen it, but T should not
on Register : it is not

you ever seen in the Canton

2,000,000 of tales >—I may h
inion on any thing that I saw in the
ufficient authority. ©

you aware whether the revenue 1‘ém‘i‘ttbc'1"id\“ﬁéi’“éfy“ the revenue

found a
a work

i i

on i

shipment of teas at Canton. i bk g e
/1835, Are you aware whether the Chinese levy at Canton dny duties in

kind ?

‘ It ar’ does it comprise the transit duties also ?—It must include the
revenue of exports also; for the Chinese charge a tax of 8d.a pound on the

"not aware 'of any such duties’ at present. . There are a few

L,

1 March 1830.

J. F. Davis, Esq.

clocks a d watches, and such things, which are annually sent up to the -

Eimperare 000 _ |
1386, Are you not aware that the port charges go to the Hoppo, as his
private perquisite >—No ; there is a proportion of about one-half which goes
to the Hoppo : the other ought to find its way'to the Emperor. = | o
1387, In your former evidence you stated that the government of China
is as independent of foreign trade as that of ‘any country in the world : how
do you reconcile that with the statément afterwards given, that in 1814,
whén the English supercargoes suspended the foreign trade for six months,
the government were so much affected, that they yielded to the terms dic-
tated by the East-India Company P—I do not think that goes to contradict
my former agsertion, * that it is as independent as any government in the
world,” though it was thought proper in that case, by the local authorities
of Canton, to continue this trade with foreigners. The English were (at that
moment of war) the only traders at Canton 3 and if they had been excluded,
~all trade mus T R : i
: ave you ever heard what proportion of the opulation are main-
tained in ‘growing teas?—I ‘cannot speak to that. ¢ do not know what
their whole population is, nor, accordingly, any fractional part of it; our
sources of information are so unsatisfactory. FKven their own books seem
most contradictory, and to be founded on no grounds that can be relied on.
1889, Do you mean tosay that the Chinese government so long establishedy
have no statistical tables or estimates, accessible to foreigners, of the popula-
tion of the different districts P—I haye seen one of those accounts, in which
the population is made to be about 250,000,000 ; but I do not attach a great
deal of faith to the correctness of it ' W

1340, Are you to be understood to state, that the provinces of Fokien and
Kiangnan are principally employed in rearing tea ?—Nokien, Kiangnan,
Tchekiang, and Kiangsee, ' ' ‘ : ‘_

L i 1841, From
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'wants of the people are r

‘rebellions and disturbanees in different. provinces m‘(,hm_”

~ ricla \ S/
not think them\ is much more ah}em, t
other _‘countmes of 4:he wmrld: I am sorry e

W Powones
ered compmattvel fey
their climate: they ave more mdependent of clothing,
than the inhabitants @f colder countries. I ”

1843, Has it not come to your knox edge,

184«2, Are not wages }ow i

1844, What would be the effect, in your opinion,.on a d:ensa mpuiatm;
like that of Chinay if th&-fwengn trade, admitted by Mle‘statemgnms tp 80
large, was suspended 'ld} it not fu:ld v ch to the d existir
there ?—It might to ‘ C
would be felt out of‘“ the provmce of‘ Canton, e*:cept er
dlstucts. it g ‘

«-—-They must be lar,ga, Judgmg frotn th
and whlch is known,
1346. Do you no :n‘mszder th

ment would avise 1eir. f‘mewn )
aware that any e '
excludeds |
1847, Do mot you con
export froni Canton, when the exclusion of foreign
ports?—Ves 5 bu spoke with reference to the locul evils
effect upon the em) ut the local evils wﬂwed mt: thuse po
the foreignitrade was abstracted. ‘ Byt

‘1848 If' the prod .e‘of those ports found xts Way to Cantbh,* wwidﬁnm
: 'be htmhed to. the mccmvemenca, w?mhf{ might be

fmm whmh

v ; that the tea provmce of Kxangﬁ_ s
largest ahé’l most pop pulous’ province in China ?—1It was so long b
foreign trade ‘ever reached L,hma, 1t is 2 mattel of amcxem; hi oryﬂthat 1t
always has been'so. e

1350, Has not the' old tea trade, as an export, gxown up since
when it 'was excluded from the other ports, and must not circumstances b
very much changed since that time P-—That is a matter upm hich I eannot
speak from positive knowledge.. The export of tea hds grownup snme? that
time 3 but in what proportion ‘it has added to the pﬂp i
vmces. I cannot state.
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orts.into India spread

Wet;t e etl a}é,pmnpﬁ
.nsﬁm*s of the country, ot
er those dominions than they do.

. 1t bag been. esnmamde

in the north of China, on

ne-ninth of our
the distance.

2. The question refers. o exports from: Chir am persuaded that
inconvenience ‘would be chiefly local.  The influence of foreign trade:
es) ‘f‘.‘evxten very far inland from Canton.. I bhave, @' 1 0 for mthat

on fic '

m;wha,tlw& saw in the embassy. .

1858 he population of Canton by the ne'zvesﬁf‘ ‘
ard P—There are “m sources from which I can give correct inform

ave qu ver heard that the population living actqally in boats~
Tiver amount to nearly 1, ,000,000 of people 7—I can only say
hehewe one word of thas assertmu 5 it 18 an outrageous te.stxmate1r
Forming an opinion from what one sees, I should compare it with the mver
at Londop, and should say it was not any thing like so much. '

dﬂ& you Suppcmse thﬂ papulatnon to be of the cxty af Canmn

: gto the besﬁ estm)ate you can.form, t,he
mg by Qccupatmﬁs on the river at Canton is not greater

es at London ;. 3 I mean the ﬂoating populatmn m baats,

m}}‘tamls o{" China afford: great facilities i m.
nd from C‘antou,, and are not the individuals so
prizing as men can be >—With all that has.

n a very inferior state to what they mlght be.
eas to Canton from the frontier of the province,
1 mountatn, is a mere trout-stream fora great pro-
pm‘“hon of”f the wa oreigners of all descriptions have been obliged to
wait at Canton' for months on account of there not being enough water in
that river to float the vessels that bring the teas. :

1358 Would you consider those individuals who carry on that commum-
cation more commercial than the' populauon of Bengal ?--'The Chinese, if
left by their rulers to themselves, would perhaps be the most mdustnoua and
commercxal peaphe in thav;_, world.

s "yau know, the most commercial people in the-
m;,m Ambs; pethaps, they domt nawgate 80

1360 Wil

f'ar aé the}Arabs do;

52
‘i‘nd“ th:} ‘u,burbs?—--l should tbmk it cannot be a fqurth or a ﬁfth of that of

he river Thames ?~—That it is not so great as the number -

L,
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“In my former answer, | was speaking of' foreign comm
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1860 “Will you have the gooduess to%expla
have's ith the answer you gave

ST-INDIA AFPAIRS

character of the Chinese was that of a decidedly anti-
I am speaking now with reference to their internal

cumstance which makes them so i‘nﬂﬂpendmt{dﬂa‘.‘z'tem&:l" ]

'1861. Can you form any estimate of the quantity of
consumption in China, as compared with ‘the quantity exported ?—No;
must bear a certain proportion to the population; but the quantity of tea
consumed by the Chinese generally is very small. They economize the use.
of it wonderfully, = An ordinary Chinese puts his tea-leaves into the teapot. -
in the morning, and they last him through the day. The drink is kept watm
by a’contrivance which form ‘ ” een 1
two vessels that contain j b p ‘
' 1362. Is there no means of forming an idea of what is the proportion
which is exported as compared with that which is retained >~—The proportion
could only be ascertained by positive information as to the whole qu: ¥
produced ; but that information has never been obtained. W

1563. Have you no information, however general or however rough ?—
None whatever, as to the quantity that is produced : assertion is very easy,
but proof is wot eqbially waer b il Hod e i

1864. Are you aware that the Enghshand Americaﬁs have expoftEd
d'about

exceetling 40,000,000 of pounds of tea ?—The Company have exported ab
30,000,000, and the Americans dbout 8,000,000 by the last account.
1865, Taking the rest of Furope, is it not altogether with ‘
—The consumption of Russia is stated at about 5,000,000, the consumption
of the continent of Europe is not quite 5,000,000, and the consumption of
the whole civilized world, besides England, is' about 22,000,000, while the
consumption of England is about il e

Yy

000,000.
1866. Have you ever hea

"

Has y estimate of what quantity is used for
internal consumption. :

subject that I can rely
1867. Is the tea exported to raised in the southern.
which we obtain our tea ?—It is, I believe, raised in the northern p
empire. | S e Y e W w dpul s o
1568. Do you know where?~—I am not very certain as to the locality. It

is a different species of tea from what we use, and that is the best proof of
the‘differe_nc.e‘of thelqcahty- it bk i ik sl
11869. Is there any quantity grown in the western provinces ?-—Not in the.
western. Tt is grown on the line of sea-coast on the eastern side. . i
1870. Are you aware that when tea'has been exported and turns out bad,
if the ches! is returned two are given for one >—That may havﬁa‘hgp%gpk dd lr;
liaih individua

1 have never heard any information on the

vinees from,
‘the
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individual casés, and in the instance of the merchant Howgqua, who is known
i berality and his wealth ; but I doubt it altogether as a general fact.
eral thing on the part of the Company i—It is a
operation in the case of the Company; the Company debit the
n their books. As an insulated act of voluntary and spontaneous
enerosity, it may be intelligible on the part of -a rich Hong merchant like
Howqua; buu;j;bey(ﬂpmfany could hardly venture to do such a thing on their
own part as to exact ‘

“j ouble the amount of all losses. . .

872, H;aye ycm heard of the Hong merchants doing tha‘t‘to‘e-th‘e;A‘mericans
and private traders >—1I have heard of cases in which Hong merchants have
refused to make any remuperation : it has always been an act of spontaneous
good feeling on the part of the Hong merchant that it i G

1.

1 March 1830,

J. F. Davis, £sq.

11878, Are you not aware of instances where that has been done 71 am

aware of a great number of instances where it has been declined. .

1874. Can you state any instance ?—I know an instance in which a Hong
merchant made it part of his stipulation that he should not be obliged to make

good the loss of the tea that was returned. .

1875, From such stipulation would you not infer that the contrary practice .
had been the general rule?—All my information goes to prove, that it has

not been the general rule ; that most of the individuals that have been applied
to have refused, and that the generality of the rule has been in the other

'1876. On what ground, then, do you suppose that previous stipulation
could have been made ?—It was a mode which that individual adopted to
save himself from unpleasant applications, which he was determined to refuse.

11877. You have stated you consider the heavy duties on foreign manu-
factures as a proof that the people are anti-commercial, and wish to check the
trade with foreigners ?~—It is partly a proof of that, and partly a proof of the
greediness of the Chinese government. } il e

1878. Can you state the highest rate of duty laid on any manufacture fe--
I cannot call the highest rate to mind at this moment. :

1379. That is one of the rf‘easans;whj you consider the Chinese government
averse to foreign trade P~It is one of the reasons. ¢

1380. If you were shown that England lays twice as much duty on foreign ;

manufacturés, would you conclude that England is an anti-commercial
country ?—The fact would go generally, and in the abstract, to sanction the
inference. ‘ _ ‘ ;
1881. You have stated that the Company derive great advantage from
their superior class of shipping ; are you aware of the disadvantage the Com-
pany have in regard to the rate of ({eigh;t ?—~That is the price which they
pay for the advantages, Al :

X 1882, Are
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T cannot speak to the present amount.,

less than ours,, o«

is pot 5o high as that stated in the g
111888, Are you aware what the :we‘r‘a

162 ' EVIDENCE ON E

1111882. Are you aware that the

ton, whilst tea can be imported for £  or. |

believe that the average paym,%%tw,

! _‘ : afréxghi;“at'-‘ﬁres‘ ‘01;1?
pahy's regular Bhips | know/ hasfal en per ce . since: th

f

, of freight to t

1884. Are you aware what the differen ,
r individuals could bring

be on the 28,000 tons, beyond what any.

|

to England for I cannot answer that exactly. ' If it was deemed d}dizisaﬂl‘b;“

I consider an act of the Legislature might oblige the Company to go into the
market for their tonnage like other merchant A L M O i

L i .

1385, You have stated as another advantage of the Company’s large ships,

that they are better adapted for the stowage of teas ; can you state, of your
own knowledge, whether a 500 ton ship, carrying tea to Canada, or bringing

A . ! L ‘ Ise condit an that which is
brought in the larger ships 7—The standard of teas that we send to the North

tea to England, has brought the tea in a worse condition th

American colonies is inferior to’the standard imported into Great Britain.
I can speak to the fact of one ship, the Barkworth, having delivered her cargo
in'a most deplorable condition, and entailing most serious loss, « . ©
1386, Can you state the circumstances of that case —It arose from her
general condition as a ship. I believe that in most cases the cargoes are
turned outin a worse condition from ships of that description than from the
Coppany’s vegulavships. |\ Ll nE o
. 1887. You know that a small shifp does not carry so much in proportion as
a large ship ?——I am aware of that from personal knowledge. . =~

. 1888. Since you have been at Canton, have not the country traders had
some very large ships, of 1,000 or 1,200 tons P—Not of that last capacity. I
have heard of their having a few large ships lately: but the American ton is

1389. Are you aware that practically, as their old ships wear ‘out in India,
they are gradually introducing a smaller class of ships, more approaching
the American ships, for the whole of the country trade ?—1I, am not aware of
that, St i b il e Bt it it i ARG
. /1890. Are you aware that the ships that now wisit China from India are
ssmaller than they used to be,?q-—‘-lafamnot‘ gware of chat. sl Gt 0 L

1891. Besides the tea which comes from the two provinces which chiefly

supply Canton, is there not also téa grown in many other parts of the empire 7.

I believe it is a product which is dependent very much on soil and climate,
‘and that for that reason it is principally confined to the provinces which have
been mentioned. i i Jo YRR S

‘ | 1392. When

G,
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“ n'you tasted the tea at

P—It was generally rather

me provinces ?-—I have

Mgnowaprprehén. at it came from the sar
hat tea is grown in one of the north-western provinces, towards

| | Wall. AR iy A LA e il
394. But in no other part of the empire to any great extent *~Not to
any geat extent. . | . B e e

| 1895, Not even for home consumption ?—To a certain extent ; there is a
coarse tea grown for the use of the population throughout the empire.

. 1896. Have you ever had specimens of those teas brought down to Can-
tonr—Yes; 1 have seen specimens, which I was informed were of that
coarse description, and which were of'a very inferior character,
. 1397. You stated that you thought that the tea you tasted at Pekin was
different from what you got at Canton ; did it appear to you to be of a higher
and finer flavour, or otherwise? It did not suit our taste: we thought it
generally inferior. L ! G
1898, Did you understand what district that came from P—-I¢ is thirteen
years ago; and if I inquired I have forgotten it. i

i ‘What do you apprehend to be about the annual consumption of a
Chinese family of six persons in tea ?—It is an extremely small quantity, on

account of the economizing way in which they use it ; not nearly so much as
is consumed by a middling family in England, because we use it in a more
PRUIGRE HiADHErd | e R Jtmg U

. 1400. Do you apprehend that the population of every part of the empire
use tea?—1 believe almost universally, ey
140 0 you apprehend that the produce of the two provinces which you
L is circulated to every part of the empire?—I should think
unt of the high duties on transit. (il
02. Then a very large part of the population are supplied through the
growth of their own neighbourhood >—Of the lower population, of those who
cannot afford to pay such a price as arises from distant carriage,
/1408, Are the finer teas circulated from the provinces where they are
grown to the distant parts of the empire ?—I have no doubt that any portion
‘the population that can afford to pay for the best tea, will pay for the best,

e i s

. Misever Moomeson. L L i |
- 1404. Could you learn whether there was any considerable internal trade
in tea carried on ?~—The mere trade in the transportation of tea, that we give
rise t0, is very considerable; but I cannot speak very certainly with regard
to internal matters connected with China. ;

1405. You state that you think the tea consumed by the Chinese is pro-
portionably small, from their using the leaves over and over again ; do they

WG e : X2 , not

‘ﬁh&&iappear"!to iyou to be of
A

L,
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not use it at all times of the day :—They us
Y nEvCRURTR I e LR
1406, Is it not their habit to be contini

good deal of wine at their convivial meetings

 1407. Is it not the habit of those who havé j‘l‘é‘i‘s‘u“re to be sipping te
almost all hours of the day P—It is the general beverage of the coun

 fact, water slightly tinged with tea I should callit. T speak of the common

people. It is used at all hours of the day: there is a vessel which stands
in the principal apartment of the house, and which is available to all the

' inmates.

1408. Do you not apprehend from that, that the consumption of a family
must be very considerable, however weak it is, if it is carried on at all times
of the day by all the members of it >—1I know that the quantity they use is
extremely small. Their figurative expression for ‘poverty’ is ¢ weak tea and
insipid rice,” which means, that they have nothing to add to their rice, and
that they cannot afford to drink their tea strong. e
. 1409. Do you know what the success of the tea-plant of the Brazils has
been ?—An utter failure, I have understood.. .~ = 0

1410. In the passage of the embassy from Pekin to Canton, do you con-
sider that it passed through all the principal tea countries >—We did not
pass through Fokien or Tchekiang, o ; A

1411. In those provinces was the culture of tea very universal ?—-It was
extremely partial where we passed ; so much so, that it was rather an event
in the embassy to come across a tea plantation. The provinces through which
we passed are less devoted to the growth of tea than those provinces, Fokien
and Tchekiang, through which we did not pass. R W

1412. Could any trader in the country, in your opinion, obtain tea upon
better terms than the Company ?~-Certainly not; it arises from the pre-elec-
tion or first choice which the large capital and regular trade of the Company
has always hitherto secured them. | L

1413. You have spokenof the anti-commercial spirit which exists in China ;
is that the spirit of t‘;ne government, or of the people ?—It is the spirit of the
government, founded upon those hooks which are the basis of their political
institutions, i e b

1414. Ithas been stated to the Committee, that the losses sustained by fire
by American merchants at Canton have been made up to the persons suffer-
ing; do you know in what manner they were made good, or out of what
fund?—IF they were made good at all, it was in a very few partial and indi-
vidual instances, of which I never heard, and at the expense of the Consoo.
1 believe that the whole benevolence of the Chinese government on the occa-
sion evaporated in a few pompous sentences ; and I know of many persons

who sustained severe loss without any relief. e
1415, Could

W



W

»pinion, export tea from Can-
t-India Com-
18 gofie to show
I believe the

Are you of opinion that the East-India Comp
heaper rate, if they paid for them in dollats ins
ritish manufactures, and be thereby enabled to
ngland at a ch fper rate i—Certainly ; the Chinese would sell
cheaper for dollars to us, for the same reason that they do to Ame cans,
1417, Have the East-India Company imported any furs into China?—

f

1418, To what extent P—To a considerable extent, in some seasons,

- 1419. Have the Americans imported furs >~—They have also‘;impmwd{f‘mg,
1420. To a large extent?—To a considerable extent, which will appear in

the Report on the table of the Committee. o
1421, Ts it generally ‘s‘u(‘{)pbs"ed at Canton that tea deteriorates very much
g ?—1 have heard some Chinese say that it is better for keeping, if

tOPPfedi“P" e il b i
' 1499, Is there any difference in price between fresh and old teas P~—The

Company pay less for the old teas that they purchase than for the new. I
cannot speak so certainly as to Americans. ‘Lhe Company pay less, for this
reaso t :
and therefor being taken as inferior teas, of course a less price is paid for

hete any considerable quantity of ginseng imported by the Com.-

n ?—1t is exclusively the produce of some districts in ‘North
introduced by the Americans, but held by the Chinese at a
nation, compared with what they themselves procure in Tartary,
nonopoly of the Emperor. g i dldvg
 any ginseng grown in any of the territories belonging to the
t aware of it; itis a wild plant. oy :

Company —

n, that they are the teas which were rejected as not of contract quality,

L,
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1425. You stated i‘tf‘aﬁ““aﬁa}i?ﬁﬁ‘tﬁ’gfe‘ belonging to the large ships employed

by the Company, that none of them have been lost; and you stated that the
risk of insurance was as nothing to 400; are you aware whether any of the
large ships have been lost by shipwreck and fire during the last ten years P
confine my assertion to homeward-bound ships. -

1426, Do you know any instance where an American ship homeward-
bound was lost during that time >—Not to my knowledge. ;

1427. You have stated that the Company’s ships are independent almost

of convoy in time of war; did you ever know a fleet leave Canton ‘without
S : 4 con-
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it was desirable that the demand shoul

" 1498, Are you aware whether

fervigcoss *

ot three years to produce, and that in the mean time tea

they had
canyoy.

1428, J u g ether it was k
Dance left Canton that war had been declire
there was a small ftiga_te with them; but it oce

1429. Are you aware that there was ‘an officer of the :
Commodore Dance’s ship at’.‘tb‘e‘“ ‘ti_me ‘tha‘tf action ‘f(‘)‘Ok”‘"“pIc 1d' 'th
he was supposed to have contributed so much to the defence that the
India Company made him a present of £500 and a sword ?~~He could
not have contributed to it I:iy supplying ' the guns and the men with
5 he might have contributed merely by

which the ships were provide T
his advice, in directing those capabilities which the ships alread
but I am not aware as to the fact referredto, . . .
1480. Are you aware what number of hands navigate a
ship for every 100 tons, and what number navigate, i .
stances, a ship of 400 or 500 tons?—I believe it is in ener
tion of ten men to every 100 tons; and I have heard that assumed
as the proportion in all shipping. e
- 1481. Are you aware that four men to 100 tons is the average complem i
for the American ships and the ships in the private trade ?=I ‘am mot
apatpal B 0 e e B e
1492. You stated in your former evidence that the tea-pl

i

scarce ?—-I stated that the circumstance of the tea-plant requiring a certain
time to come to maturity, was a circumstance which made it highly desirable
that the annual demand for teas should be generally pretty uniform, =~
1488. Can you inform the Committee whether the practice. of taking off
buds and leaves from the plant brings on a premature destruction of the
plant >—I am not aware of that. It is done probably at times and seasol
which are calculated to obviate such an effect.
1434, You were understood to state, that in consequence of the tea-pl:
taking a certain number of years to .groduc‘e,, it required a peculiar sort
demand, and that the supply would not be produced unless the regular
demand were continued P—I meant to state to this effect, that teaisaproduct
which could not be grown in exact accordance to a fluctuating annual
demand, because it cannot be produced like a crop of wheat, for instance;
and that, therefore, in order to keep ug the average quality of the produce,
| be as little fluctuating from year to

year as possible. . \ PR kg e ey
'1485. Are you aware that coffee and pepper, which take three or four
years to produce, have come down in price under the varying demand
which
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woollens is expected - £ Davis, Hsg:
27-8, or 1828-9P—

‘ ‘ t consign
consignment of
car 18289,

owing. that this consign-

mén_f‘ vill yield j?roﬁt;;fl vherea ¥011 ‘have represented
the woollen trade as a losing concern ?—1It will arise .

fall in the invoice cost. | i 1?9
© 1488, Has there been any rise of price or any increased dem:
for woollens?—None to my knowledge; rather the reverse. = ‘
1439. At what period do you consider that the woollen trade began to be
o ce) th‘e“‘«‘;C‘ompgny~?-~Ip,.Was‘i‘n‘some measure since the
Al L Rl R R | ! I

m  the very great

e

ars 'by“‘ihe ‘pap‘ét‘v's ‘laid before the House, that in 1809, zuq“gii
p to 1813 and 1814, the export of ‘woollens amounted to 260,000 pieces;
‘the year 1815 they had fallen to 161,000 pieces; and that in 1827

th ounted only to 128,000 pieces; will you explain what you consider
to been the cause of that decline:—The Company before endured a

088, and a loss which they did not feel justified in continuingto endure,

Do you imagine that when the Americans entered into the woollen .
: nd as you say, drove the Company from the trade by their competi-
on, that they sustained a loss >—I understand that they made use of the
woollens merely as a remittance from Liverpool ; that direct from America
they preferred taking dollars, 1 have understood, that from the circum-
stance of the American ports being to the leeward of the trade wind, a ship
is as long going direct from America as by touching first at Liverpool ; and
accordingly they found it convenient, being at Liverpool, to take woollens
‘ hey might lose by them to a certain extent) as a remittance,
1 Do you conceive that the Americans did lose by the export of
woollens to China ?—I have heard that they have lost on particular articles
of woollens. I believe the American importation of woolleus into Canton
has never reached one-fourth of the Company’s importation. 1 was asked in
my last evidence whether, if’ it could be proved that the Americans made
 twenty or thirty per cent. on some articles of importation on which the Com-
pany lost, it did not go to show that they had some superior, mode of intro-
ducing the goods : now, I believe, that they have not generally made any
such profits; and I should say, that itis contradicted by the fact of their not
‘having increased their importations. If they had made twenty or thirty per
cent., they would have increased their importations ; and I infer, from their
not having increased them, that those large profits were made only in a very
few individual instanees, and that where they were made, it was by evading
the port charges, il e e i

SO ; k

1443, Did
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1 March 1880.  1448. Did you never hear that the
iy fined almost entirely to the return voyages to A.
K8 Davin E‘Q"prdbbrtiotl of specie which the Americans have int:
- been overwhelming when compared with the amou
portations ; in the proportion of five or six to one. b
1444 The question refers to the trade carried on by Americans from
) Liverpool to Canton, and back to America ; did you never hear that the losses
,‘ incurred upon those voyages fell almost entirely upon the return cargo ?—I
’ cannot speak to that, ] i | A s e i
' 1445. 'Can you state the amount of the Company’s investment i
woollens, which you say is now profitable #—The returns show it to be about.

losses on the American trade were con-

‘ £800,000. Wt i ol e L
1446. Do you consider that, at the present prices of wooliens in land,
the importation of woollens into China is likely to be profitable P~ nder-

stand that the last importation of the Company will yield a.pg@ﬁpgupp‘  the
whole, in consequence of the invoice price being lower in England. =
1447. Are you aware whether there has been, recently, any increased de-
mand in China for cotton-yarns?—I am not aware of it. My experience
! goes to prove the importation of cotton-yarn to have been unsuccesstul ; but
g I have not been in China since the latter end of 1828, i
| 1448. Have you seen an article in the Canton Register of the 3d Decem-
ber 1828, stating that there has been a great rise in the demand for cotton.
yarns, and particularly from a new quarter, from the northern provinces of
China’?—I do not remember having seen that. ‘ W
1449, Should you consider that the Canton Register is authority upon these
commercial subjects >~—To a certain extent it is. ‘ T
1450. Is it as good an authority as price-currents generally are ?—Possibly
it may be. | W L e
1451. You stated that one of the great objections to the consumption of
woollen goods in China was, the distance and the expense of transit P—Their
being suited to the consumption of the northern provinces to which we have
no access. L i
1452, Can you state the mode in which the woollens of Saxony are intro-
duced into China ?—1I have heard of some small quantity of British woollens

being imported through Russia, but T am not sure of it. b
1458, Have ﬂou heard that a large quantity of Saxony woollens are im-
ported through I ussia ?-=No, I am not aware of that, e
1454, If that should prove to be the fact, is not the transit by that mode
infinitely more expensive, and longer in point of duration, than any internal
transporting which can interfere, on the ground of expense, with the con-
sumption of British woollens imported into Canton P=The demand must be
greater in the cold provinces for such commodities. i
1455. Taking
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he northern and the 1 March 1830,
't from  Russia Qver; o

i hé;‘m’adé of ‘communi: J. F. Davs, Esq.
t aware of there being

t are levied through the

ton ?—No; I am n
in that direction |

. Do you conceive that the transit duty from Canton to the northern
inces would be sufficient to counterbalance the whole waste of time, and
xpense of land-carriage across the continent of Asia ?—I think it pos-
but the whole question is speculative, and cannot easily be brought
RS L B e Sl R

here is a letter of the supercargoes, referred to in the Report of

e in 1821, in which they state that the American trade in
as interfering very much with the Company’s trade : has it of late
terfered much?—1 believe that they have interfered more or less ;

. é‘fAmati'cwanﬁadeFin woollens has not increased lately. i
58, Do you believe it has made the trade of the Company more losing ?
ailed a fall in the price of our woollens, and its depressing effect
continued, | ‘

. You state that the quantity of woollens imported by Americans has

not increased ; have you any knowledge on that subject ?— My knowledge is
tly derived from the printed report, and from the latest return of the trade

n, which makes the whole exports and the whole imports, each of

them, only about 6,500,000 dollars. A
1460. You took your information, then, from the papers which have been
laid before Parliament >—And from papers which I obtained from the India-

House—the latest return from Canton. | pa

. 1461. Do you know the quantity of hardware imported into Canton by the

A compq%y"?emqey;mad‘e‘an attempt, some years ago, to introduce cutlery

and hardware ; but the articles were unsuited to Chinese use: they did not

 krow what to do with them. = ‘ L

1462, With respect to iron, cast and wrought, is there much importation
p_fﬁ‘t;‘h‘at into lC’l_;]i:pw-'—-We send about 1,800 tons of iron per annum.

1463, Is that a profitable investment?—Yes ; it generally yields a small
profit : thereis a duty charged by the Chinese of about 5s. 10d. 2 cwt. on
gt L R R | | L

1464, Is there any dgm‘an‘dﬂfor<,,,quicksilver ?—A very limited demand, 1
believe it is partly introduced by the officers of the Company’s ships.

1465. Did not the Austrians endeavour to establish a trade with China P

1 have not seen an Austrian ship there, I believe, since my residence in the
country. o ; e ‘ ‘

1406, In your former examination you stated that the country trade had
derived very important advantage and assistance from the Company’s Factory,

: I i & inasmuch
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drinking the China tea, I think the people have bec
of it than they were before ; and from that circumst
if the prohibition were taken off the Paraguay tea, ther ¢
siderable consumption of China tea, from their having acquire

drinking it now for some years. R
1486. Is the consumption of silk goods from China considerable 7Tt is.
1487. Is the Paraguay tea known in Chili and Pér'uf“és‘v‘vfelzlfés: in Buenos

Ayres ?—It is. e s -
1488. Is the tea of China now equally substituted there >—I imagine it is ;

I have not been in those countries, but we have had commereial establish-

ments there, and I have understood that the consumption of China tea
throughout all those countries is increasing. i R
1489. From your commercial experience and knowledge, do you think
that, as those states become settled and prosperous, there will be a consider-
able trade between them and China ?-——I(think ‘therewi‘ll.]; e
1490. What is the voyage from Valparaiso to Canton ?—1I should suppose
the voyage may be considered from two to three months across the Pacific:
two months perhaps. I know that vessels have gone that voyage from
Buenos ' Ayres round to Chili and Lima, and to Canton, and return to
Buenos Ayres within the twelve months, m‘alﬁng the voyage round the world.
1491. Then the trade, in your opinion, to whatever extent it may be
carried on, will be principally an export trade from China, and in all the
articles that those countries may want in that part of the world ?~—Yes, I
should wish to observe, that at the present time the great consumption of
goods from China does not consist in tea, but in silks, satins, and a variety
of articles manufactured in that country ; but that tea is an article of con-
sumption that is likely to increase. / L
1492. ‘Were you interested in any of the adventures to which you have
referred ?—I was, in one instance. ‘ ey v
1493. Were these adventures profitable ? —I have understood they were,

~and that they would have been more so, but very high freights were paid.

1494. In what years were the freights so high ?~——The year that I allude
to was that of 1822. L i

1495. What circumstances occasioned the freight being so high ?—A very
few of the American vessels that come out to that country have instructions
from their owners to take charters for China, and of course the number of
vessels that offer for that trade is very few. gl :

1496. Do you recollect what the rate of freight was F—It was as high, I
believe, as from £20 to £22 a ton register for the voyage out and home,
going round by Valparaiso and Lima. : : " .

1497. Is copper an article of export from the southern states of America
to China ?—1It is exported from Chili; and I believe it finds its way to China.

! 1498. Cannot
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of China produce or manufacture cheaper from China than from any
ther part of the world, on account of their local situation ?—I think they
may ; those a;r’tic];eq costing less in China than they do in other parts of the

o Ji4‘,gig\,f Would they noi} come cheaper in a direct vdyage from China to

those states than by any other course 7—Decidedly. L
1500, Do you suppose that British ships would have been employed in
this trade if it had been lawful for them to engage in it ?—I have no doubt
of it; inasmuch as the trade has been chiefly carried on on British account
and with British capital. | L
1501, Do you a;}Px‘ehend there is a risk of this trade getting into Ame-
rican channels, so far as the shipping is concerned, in consequence of the
impossibility of British bottoms being employed in it 7—Certainly ; that has

hitherto been, and I have no doubt will continue so, as long as British ships

are prohibited. ‘Those persons who carry on the trade will, in such case,
have recourse to American or foreign vessels. L
1502, Have you ever known any furs collected on the south-west of
America by British merchants, which have been brought to this country,
to be sent from this country to China P~No such trade has ever come under
my experience, though I think it a very likely one to have been carried on.
11508. Is there any tea brought from Paraguay to the states you have men-,
tioned ?—-It is not altogether interrupted : occasionally licenses are obtained
from the director of that country. They bring this article down the river to
Buenos Ayres ; but it happens rarely, and the price is very high.
1504, Do you consider that the increase which has taken place in the
consumption of tea is entirely in the China tea ?-—At present it is,
1505. How many adventures had you to China ?—1I had only one.
- 1506. In what year ?—In the year 1822, to the best of my recollection.
1507. Then you did not think it desirable to embark in any other adven-
ture of that kind ?—I left the country a few years afterwards, and no other
eligible opportunity had occurred to embark in a similar adventure, or in all
probability I should.

1508. But you have been elé‘ven years there, and that was the only adven-

ture you did embark in ?—The only one.

1509. Was it profitable f—It was not a very profitable one, in consequence
of the very high freight that was paid ; still it left a very fair profit.

1510. What do you call a fair profit >—I think, if I recollect right, the
profit was from 10 to 15 per cent. upon the capital invested.

1511. What was the extent of the adventure ?—It was a joint adventure
amongst a great number of British merchants there ; and I think the amount

invested was from 100,000 to 150,000 dollars,
, ' 1512. You

QL

Ce m‘i\;q@;;,thgée ,s,tate’s,be«\»sﬁpplied iwith all articles that they may | March 1830.

W. Cartwright,
Fisq.
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0 hpme islands ?—I  think not. Iha.ve heard of th‘elr callir
| the Sandwich Islands. o
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1543 Do yau consider the tea 1mported to Bu ‘
‘as good as the tea consumed in this countay?ﬁQ

| 1544. Do the vessels which go to Valparaiso

1646, What do you suppose could have been the. frelgh‘ from Buenos
Ayres to Canton and back, supposing the frelghtet to have pzud the port
charges at Canton?—I cannot precisely state what a British vessel might
have been procured at for that voyage; and I am not acquamned exactly
with the amount of port charges at Canton.

1546. What do you suppose would be the rate of hexght for a Bntlsh
ship, according to the present general rate of freight, for a voyage from
Buenos Ayres to Canton and back, supposing the freighter paid the port
charges ?—I should think that a vessel for that voyage might, at the presetit
time, be chartered at the rate of from £8 110 £1O per wn reglstm f’or the
round, and perhaps less. it

1547. You are a consxderable ship-owner ?---I am lnterested m &everal.

1548. Is there much difference between the rate of Irelght now and what
it was in 1822 ?—Judging | from the f'relghts we obtain from South Amerlca,
there is little dlﬂ'erence.‘ ‘ '

1549. Do you think the £8 a ton would remunerate the shxp-owner ?---I
am not prepared to sa.y that L thmk that vessels might be engaged at about’
that rate.

1550. Do you consider that £8 to £10 would be a fair rate at the present
time ?—Yes, according to the current rates to other parts.

1551, Do you know whethen any other country, except the Amencans,
are engaged in the trade from the Pacific to China 9—-—Several of the natives
of Buenos Ayres are engaged in that trade. (

1552. Do you ‘know whether any other bottoms are engaged in 1;, the
Dutch, for instance ?—I do notknow ; I dare say there may be Dutch ves-
sels enoaged in that trade. :

Martis, 2° die ﬂ/[artzz, 1830.

Captain ABEL: COFFIN called in, and exammed

1553, You are a citizen of the United States ?~I am. ;
1564 In what part of the United States ?——Newbuly Port, a town of ‘

Massach usett’s.
1655 i Ha‘Ve ‘



1556. From what port dld you sall ?—-Boston. ‘
1587, In what years did you perform those voyages ?-—1822 1823 and
1824, |
| 1558.. What cargoes did you take to China "-—-Spocxe and some tnﬂmg
cargoes of casks of furs, but nothmcr on account of' the, -owners except
specie. |

1559. What quamuty of bulhon did you take out?-——In 1822 I had 172 000
hpamsh dollars; in the year 1823, I had 200,000; and in 18%44, 165,000
dollars. At the time T had the 200,000 dollars it was not to be all invested
" in my ship ; between 30,000 and 40,000 was to pay a debt that the qwno,r
had contractod on a previous voyage.

11560, What cargoes did you bring from Canton ?—Teas, or manufactured

L,

2 March 1880.
Caplain 4. Coffin.

‘goods, silk goods, cassia, and nankeen. el

1561. Were the teas black and green PAn assorted cargo about two-
thirds were black. ok

1562, ‘Do the Amemcans experience any dlﬂiculty in carr ymg on’ the Chi—
nese trade ?——Noﬁe, that I have known.

1..»63 Dld you ever expenence any yourself ?——Not any.

1564, Had you any supercargo ?~—The first voyage I had onej: the two
last I had neither supercargo nor clerk.

1565, What was the name of the ship >~The Liverpool Packet.
£ 1566. And what was its burthen ?~—397 tons, American tonnage,

1567, s that different from the British 7—There is some trifling dxﬁ‘ereoce,
but very lxttle, I think it would dlﬂ'er about five or six tons from Englxsh
tonnage, in a ship of that size.

‘ 1568. Is it larger or smaller than the British 2=1I think it is smaller than
the British.

1569, will you have the goodness to give the Committee an account of the
way in ‘which you proceeded in conducting your transactions ‘at Canton P

On the arrival of the ship at Whampoa the factor generally proceeds to Canton, .

there he calls upon the Hdmg merchants, or frequently the Hong merchams
send their pursers to wait upon him on his arrival.

1570. Do they send down to the ship ~Not down to the ship, but to his
place of business. He will then make an arrangement with one of the Hong
merchants to secure his ship; and generally we agree to trade with that Hong
merchant, admlttmg that he will trade with us on as good terms as we can
trade with any other merchants in general ; but we buy one-third or: one—half

of our cargo of him, and sometimes the whole.
1971, But
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1671,/ But you'ds niot give more for teas ﬁﬂﬁ“'ﬁwﬁ :
give to others?—Not in any way; we give him no fur
preference of tradey if we can trade. eqm],lww wm;
| 1572 Do yoir give him- any fee o douceur to become
ship ?-—Not any. AR
11578, Are there considerable facilities in the port of Canton for transact-
ing business 7—There aré more 'so than in any port I have ever been in
India. L e
11874, Can you give the Committee any instance to prove that facility at
the time you arrived there ?~—I arrived at;“thamfoa “on one voyage, when I .
was both master and supercargo of the ship; and I laid at Whampoa then
filteen days, and loaded there and sailed in that time. ' 0 4 0

1575, Did you trade from China to America, and from A
rope ?~~From America to China, from China to America, and :
to A msterdam, ‘ T i
111576, Can you give the Committee an account of: any voyage you bave
performed ?~—I have here an extract of an American newspaper, giving an
account of one of my voyages : it is headed  Dispatch.—Theship Liverpool
Packet, Captain Coffin, sailed from Boston on the 21st of July 1824, for Can-
ton, arrived there, changed her cargo, and returned to Boston in eight months
and twenty-nine days; afterwards sailed for Amsterdam, and pev? yrmed the
voyage there and back to Boston in seventy days, changing cargo: thus
having completed two long and important voyages in ¢leven months and six-
teen days.” A e i I i
1577, Is that an accurate account of the voyage you performed ?—-It is one
day longer than the voyage was. I\‘v’vas’ei%]m?‘“r‘ﬁdﬁ@hsf and twenty-eight days,
instead 'of twenty-nine days ; that is, the whole time from the time I left Bos-
ton to the time I returned to Boston agaip. .\ . o D0
1578. Did you unload entirely at Boston, or only in part ?—1I merely dis-
charged my silk goods and some teas that answered for the Boston m ket,
and brought on tﬁe remainder to Amsterdam. s Sl
1579. Did you load at Amsterdam ?—1I returned in ballast,

..1580. Have you had any dealings with the outside merchants?—1I have,,
I bave generally bought the greater part of my silk goods, and frequently
considerable quantities of tea to complete my cargo, of the outside merchants.
Generally an outside merchant has some Hong merchant as his friend ; goods
are obliged to be shipped through one of the Hong merchants, ‘They are
bought of the outside merchant, and the probability is, that ‘the outside
merchant pays the Hong merchant some trifling compensation for shipping
h‘i_S'gOOdS. ‘ 1 ol R
1581, Do you find any difficulty in dealing with the outside merchant

I never have myself; but I have heard others say there is not that se




in
Lo

ith the Hong miesehantoo o wiwiad b ol | bl
11582, | What seeurity have you of there being noimposition on the part of
theﬁwg emhamsﬁf, nlybhemown. 1 e HRE AT
'111688) Can you mwﬁidn»m{r’ inistances >—On otie voyage 1 had five chests
of tea which proved to be filled up with sawdust and brickdust. ' It was
the time of the great fire.at Canton, and it was some of the old remains of
- the fire; they weighed about equal weight with a chest of tea.. When 1

went back. I took it back, and took it to the Hong merchant, Puankhequa ;
'a» Vi ! i rt» , 3 e f

nd after sending his purser to see that it was his. mark, he immediately,
- without saying aily thing further, sent me ten chests. He gave me to under-
stand, that it was not intentional on his part. I have no doubt that it was
done on board the chop-bodts. The people I plrcfiased my goods of are
accountable for the' goods! till they get alongside the ship. We buy the
goods deliverable on board, 1 " i i T ik e

{
)

1584, What is the amdunt of a chop of tea F—Of bl‘ack"_té‘é, generally

about 400 to 600 chests. It is a quantity of tea grown on one piece of
ground by one manj and of black teas it generally consists, sometimes it
e‘m{ﬁéds;sﬂﬂq5éh@sts‘,‘(‘ andi‘tbe?gl*een« about 14400“che?st‘s. i
a8, Wis the tea returned to you by Puankhequa of as good 4 quality
as that which he had engaged to deliver before 7—It was. v

1586. Do you g@ner[&g fiad that you can trust as much to the Hong mer-
chants in their dealings with you as you can to merchants residing in other
parts of the world ?—I sh‘opld‘think‘we‘ might, full as much. . e
- 1587. Can you mention the prices that you 'Fa‘id for teain an?/ given year ?
—In 1822, the first voyage that I was there, from 22 to 23 tales per pekul
were paid for the Souchéﬂg It amounts to the same thing as cents per
poand; cents are 18y of Spanish dollars: 22 tales would be about 22
cents. ‘ : ! ; s o Rt

1688, Whiat did you pay for the other descriptions of tca ?—Boliea was,

to the best of my recolléctio
pekul ; congo was about 21 to
price ; hyson-skin was 25.
1589, What do you mean

2 cents per pound; about 12 ftales per
G S ysol Was 36 ; hyson wagthe sgme

is the young leaf off the old hyson. 3
1590. Were those all fresh teas ?—All fresh teas. e
1591, What did you pay for gunpowder tea and for imperial tea ?—Gun.

powder, 50 to 55, and for imperial about the same price, R A

1592, Was the price. of green tea higher 'in the year 1823 than it had

Deert Devore fe T4 Wis. | 7 (0 T U B RO B ot il

. 1598. Had you any difficulty in that year in completing your cargo of

green tea *—1In 1823 1 had, in obtaining as much young hyson as I wished.

B : Z2 '1594." Could

b bR

6

by yoiung fiyson -Young hyson tea, I believe,

S,

be imposed upon, which is 2 March 1830,

. Captain A. Coffin,
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1594, Could 'you, in the year 1824, obtam the young ‘hys
reqmred P~—Not all ; but it was more plentifml than it hac
in the year 1824, bemg one of the late ships that went aga

11595, What difference in the price did the

‘ ng“"hymn, in

ity of
the year 1828, make in the amc,le ?—-It made a d1ﬂ'awnc@ of bmween 36 v

and 42 tales per pekul. ¢ !
1596, What was the price of the young hyson ‘i_
year 1824 I paid from 45 to 48 for young hyson. T o

1597. Have you ever seen a pnnted pnce-curren : at Can 11 ?—--—I have 3
but I believe they have been sent out prlnted f‘ro Euro “ Amerwa in
blank ; they were filled up at Canton. i

1598. Is that a common practnce ?--That 1s the common p"actxce L

1599. Is there, in yourjudgment, any difference between the quality of
the teas purchased by the East-India Company and those pumha&ed by the
Americans?—-1 should think there was a difference from 5 to 10 per ent.
in favour of the teas purchased by the East-India Cpmpanyv !

1600, Does that. apply both. to. black and green P—To the ‘green teas I
think it does not apply ‘Our green teas are equally as good as those imported
by the Company, | Souchang and congo I have myself‘ bought there after it
has been marked to goon board Company’s shxps. and paid a little hlgher
for it.

1601, How do you contnve to get those chesta -—-—The Hong put othex
printed papers over them. |

1602. Were they intended for the Compa g 8 shlps ?--I beheve they were ;
but the merchants wanting ready money, ol ghem 70 s

1603. Do you remember what you have pald for the tea 50 purchased ?-- ,
I think it was 24 tales; that was in the year that I was paymg 21 for the
teas that we usually take to America.

1604. Do you imagine that was part of the tea for which the Company
had contracted ?———-I have no doubt that it was tea that was to go on board
the Company’s shi 1 believe that the Hong merchant mtended 1t but :
wanting some rea y money, he got it in this manner.

1605, Was it your general practice to pay ready money for the teas ou
purchased ?—Generally. I bave had credit in China when 1 have not had
funds enough to load the ship.

1608. On which voyage was that P—The first and last voyage

1607. From whom dxd you have it ?-—me Chunqua, one of the Hong
merchants,

1608. What security did you give him ?—I gave him my bil, payable at
twelve months or on my return. .

1609. Did you refer to the Amenc,an consul there ?—-No other aecumty

than my own.
1610. Were
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R “"W‘am you a pm'ﬁam‘ stranger to bun ?Mm far a stranger, that I had

y een pcquamtedwmth him on my first voyage there; but he considered,
| 1 my being in command of the vessel and having the management of the

business, bein f&’ s concerned with the supercargo, that I must be a respectable

person, and of course he required no other segumty. I The merchant | smled
for ha fraquently had large credlts il ‘

1611. Then it is not an uncommon practlce in Canton to glve cne\dlt where
the money for the payment of the goods is not. 1mmedtately for thcoming ?
- —Noj; between thuty and fmty thousand dollars which I took out on one

voyage, was to pay for a previous credit which the owner had had‘ W

| 1612, Have you tound equal famhty in other parts of Indla ?—-—I never

have. i
1618, What mterest d1d you pay ?—-E:ght per cent. per annum

L,

2 March 1830.
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1614. At what time do the tea merchants usually arrive at Canton ?—wF‘rom i

November to December.

1615 Did you ever purchase teas of an old season?—1I did.

1616. What is the difference in the price at Canton between the old and
the new teas?— About four or five tales. v

1617. 1s that the case in all descriptions of teas >—In green teas I do o
thmk it is so much : we consider that the black teas injure by keeping.

1618 What dxﬂ‘erence is there in the American market between the old |

md new teas P—Perhaps two to three cents per pound,

1619. When you say four tales, do you mean in the bohea tea or in the
congo tea f=—In the cango‘tea ; not so much in the bohea tea. I never bought
1d bobea. g
1620 I}iowwwel’e n;the ﬂhre cargoes of tea which you bought dnsposed of ?
—Part of it was disposed of in' America, but the greater part went to
15 ST M R
‘ 1621. Can you tell what the teas sold f‘or in Holland p—1I think at 21 stlvem
The last voyage not having any thing to do with the business myself in
Holland, bemg consxgned there, having some shares in the voyage myself,
I was furnished with account of sales; but, to the best of my recollectmn,
about 21 stivers for the Dutch pound.

1622. For what descrlptmn of teas ?—For the congo.

11623. Of the teas you purchased, was part of it from the Hong and palt
of it from the outside merchants?~—It was.

1624. Are you able to state how the teas purchased from those two par-

ties turned out?-—I think that the tea was fully as good that I purchased

of the outside merchants as that of the Hong. The outside merchant that
I purchased it from had been established for many years, though within two

years he has dfxed ‘his name was Yoqua.
16%5 What
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Captain 4, Calffin

‘Shlps in importing teas into Holland *—Ther

11626 Can you'&tate the prxce m Hol an
besides corigo ?—I cannot. ‘ |

627, 1s there any dxﬁerence 1‘n l;he auuea, ‘

‘6%8 ‘Can you state what it is P
but T was told by the mérchants that the
Amderican ship made a difference of somethmg
whole cargo; that is, about £2,200. e

1629. ‘Do the American’ ships perfbrm their myages cheaper than tch
ships P—1I think they do; they are more expeditious, and they also sail with
fewer men.  In the ship that I commanded I had twelve seamen, makmg
altogether seventeen, and sometlmes havmg a boy ‘ kmg_el
myself included.

1630. What would a Dutch ship of that sxze have P— rob‘ ¥ twenty-fi “
1631. What was tlle size. of the slup ?-—-About 400 tons.

© 1632. Can you state what was the whole c: v
additional expence was mcurred VJ-_The l‘nvestme
170, 000 dollars. i
1638. Would an Ar calry more |
cargo than a Dutch ship of 400 ‘ 1f‘l“le Dutch slnps are rated
last; but when I compare them with the American shrps, o speak of
tha»t would blmg* the same quantity, - B L ”
1684, Is not there a different mode of ¢dsuring the tonnage ifi
ships from the British ?~I believe thereis; we take bre
gor the’ dbpth o&“ huld’ the leﬂgth ka@l,‘, ulmplled by tlle‘ dwp
y 95 i : i :
1635. Do you know the Enghsh way ?—-—»I do not know exaét:
ghsh way 6f‘measm'mg L b T
163& Is ot tlle Amerl an

wm You stated tshat ‘&he value of your mvestment in, Chma was abput

170,000 dollars, do you know what m',a value. m Halland was — n
t@”" exmtlx} B setenit i‘\"" fikely [ il : .

+1640: Did the ebmgeg depend on. the value of the wrgo mfbe sth. ’m‘ ;
tha ship:itself ~~Principally on the cargo. i T
16410 You have stated that on. board your shxps yem h haid« tvmll\w ma-
men, and altogether a crew of about eighteen persans mcludmg ym.mselrf' g
, that'




i S the averag of ai 'aAmmcan alnps, she Phxlfu
delpm shnps eXcepted the : ganerally have a few ‘more, mmmg to havmg a
rentic es { :

cousxdemd to:_.he run: by havmg 50 Small a

of insurance upon. the American ships in the

ﬁt ceqt upon t e Whole voyage qut‘apd home,

msuled m America. i
1648, Are you generally acquamted wuh the trade of Bostor 1d Salem ?

~Yes.

1644, Was that the insurance when you went there, or is it

now ?—That was 'che Qil‘lsut'amce when I went aud 11; is aboutf that ndw"" it

upon a voyage to Canton, out and home agam ‘? Y
) ‘ e nsk to Holland i i
1()4;6 Ca,n you smte the avelage number of vessels that have“been

ployed in_the East-India wade for the last seven years from B
Salem ?—I[n 1823 there were forty-two American ships duri

doea ‘n‘ot exceed 4«%

g tha
Canton. Altogether the trade has fallen off considerably now ? think for
the last two or three years there have not l‘ieen $0'many ; there have not

 beet miu

re th‘ n hd]f that number

on ships lost in the China trade, either in the outward or
nd voy I do not remember but one Boston ship being
(+ that is between ourteen and fifteen years. Rapid is the name of the
ship; shé was commanded by Captam Dawe she was ' cast away on. New
H‘o land, going an eastern | passage. p

1648, Have there been any homeward- bound sh1ps ]o&.t ?wThere was a
Phlladelphm ship in March 1824, called the Columbla, lost at the east end
aof Bangge oo a0

1649

I have,

;v‘ \

m ‘
twalmﬁw;thm the fasththlrteen years.

1650. Can you state. what has. been the average length of these voya es?
— About ten months out and home« Th‘é‘ longest passage [ ever had to Java,

which we take the passage from, either to Europe or America, was mnety-sm

days; and two years ago I came from Angier, which is the startmg-pomt in

Java, in eighty-one days, wlth a sugar-loaded ship.
1651. Have those voyages that you speak of all been carried on with the

same number of men that ;mu have already mentloned in pwportmn to the

tonnage P~—The same number.
1652, Are the American shlps, as compared with ‘the Bmtlsh-budt"‘shxps
built more for the purpose of speed and use than for that of carrying bulk ?

-—-Oux modem—bullt vessels, ‘think, are all about the same; they carry
equally

.ﬁ:}@ral vqyages to Indxa as well as to Chma ?""'_‘

QL.
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ith‘e last fourteen or ﬁfteen years, what haVe en
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e ually aﬁ'well as the Brmsh vessels 1/ hm: 'th
e}] wag a ship Bullt some years she woul
od much faster. ) i
1653, What has been the alteratmn that has taken place in yquiwmodem-‘
bmlt slnps p—They have made them longer, deeper, and not so wide.
" 1654, Tn what mode do you take the measurement of the tonnage. of your
ships ?—From the length half the breadth of beam is taken' by t‘xe depth
of the whole multiplied by the length, and divided by 95.

1655, With what obJect is it that that mode of takimg the measurement
has been determined upon 1 cannot say. |

1656. Is the nominal tonnage of a ship built in one of’ those modes
greater in proportion to its real capaclty than that of one built in the other; 5
and will you explain the mode in which the difference is produced O
different, owing to the ships bemg much narrower, having more length and
greater de ({)th in the hold : a vessel of that description, a vessel of 28 feet
beam, ‘and 100 feet long, would not carry nearly so much as a vessel of 26
feet beam, and addin greatly to the length and depth whxch does not m-

crease the tonnage in the same ratio, \

1657. What reason have the Amencans for employmg smal]er qhxps rather
than those larger ships which are generally employed by the East-India
Company ?—I. beheve they think them more expeditious generally in per-
forming the voyage ; and the cargo fr equently in America is owned by a
merchant, and he pref’ers having his goods go in his own ship, in preference
to hayving a very large ship and getting some other persons to fill her upe

11658, Is there any tonnage duty paid in, Ameuca on the reguters ?--There ‘
is: it is small, but I cannot tell the exact amount.

1659. Do not American vessels sail with: fewer men than the Enghsh
vessels do ?—I think we do. ‘

1660. What is the proportion between the crew of an Amerxcan vessel
and that of a British vessel >~—I should think a British vessel of 400 tons
would have five to seven more than an American vessel of 400 tons.

1661. Then, of course, having fewer men, you have more room for cargo ‘
than the English or Dutch ships have?—Yes.” '

1662. Do you accommodate your ¢ crew as well as the Enghsh vesse]s do?
—1 think we do better.

1668.. Do you allow them the same space? - I thmk we do. Perhaps the
Company’s ships have better, because they have the accommodations of
men-of-war; but I believe ours are fully as comfortable as the free tradels,

and I am sure that we feed them much better. ‘
' 1664 Have not the Company 8 shnps much better a,ccommodatwn and
more’ room?—-—They have. B i s n
1665 What
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1at was your freight out and home ?—1I had no freight on my own

ship the cargo belonged solely to the owner of the cargo and myself,
11666, What would the freight be ?~~The last year I was there, I shipped
_teas at 30 dollars per ton to America from China, in an American ship,

allowing ten quarter-boxes to a ton, which measures about forty-one feet ;
but it is customary to take ten quarter-boxes. A R
- 1667. Are you of opinion that you can still import teas into Holland, not-
withstanding the higher duties now paid in the ports in Holland ?—-I think
wecan compete with the Dutch yet. ‘ e
1668, Do the Americans now carry on the trade of tea to Holland as much
as formerly ?—Not so much. ; i I e
1669. Can you state any reason why they do not?—It is owing to the
Company of Dutch merchants, the Dutch Trading Company, sending a

number of ships to China, | e
~ 1670. Have their transactions been attended with loss or gain?~—~I believe

‘they‘have beeu attended with considerable loss, :
1671. Do you consider the tea that you get in this country equal to what
you get in America ?%—1I do not think it is so strong, the tea that I have been
able to get here for my own use. bR
1672. Does that apply to the green or to the black teas?—To the black
teas. ‘ e il
1673, To what do you ascribe this difference 7—I should think the tea
1 generally purchase here, retail, is old tea that has lost a great part of its
flavour and strength. T
_ 1674, What price have you paid here for good souchong tea, retail?—
Five shillings and sixpence. 5 i
'1676. What would you pay for similar tea in America?—Two shillings,
or 50 cents. ‘ ‘ i
' 1676. Can you tell how much of that 2s. is duty?—On the black tea,
souchong, it is 25 cents, whichis about 121d.: it is, in fact, 15 Odd. out
of 2. ‘ i : ‘ i
+1677. Can you state the proportion the duties bear to the price of tea in

L,
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other descriptions of tea?—The duty on gunpowder and imperial is 50 cents !

on young hyson, 40 cents ; 40 parts of the Spanish dollar out of 100 parts;
on hyson-skin itis 28 ; on congo and all black teas, boheaexcepted, itis25;
on bohea it 1s 12. i it
1678. Can you give the per-centage of the duties in America upon the
teas generally r—It is not put upon a per-centage, it is so much per pound.
1679. With reference to the average prices, how much would it be #~The
duties are about equal to the cost at Canton. e
~ 1680. Is not it 45 per cent. in America upon the average ?—The price of
tea in America varies, but the duty is permanent. '
i 1681, Do
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11681, Do you know how many American ho
residing at Canton ?-—There are seven or eight. -

| 168¢2. Have they several partuners, generally sp kmg?—-— :h'gelmme? in

" some of the houses three or four partners, in others only one person,

1683. Have there been any failures among those houses in your recollec-
tion ?~—There is the house of Thompson, who was the son of Mr. Thompson
(I cannot say the house of Thompson in’ Canton failed) that failed  in the
United States, owing, I believe, to some smuggling transactions,

1684. 1s there any other failure that has occurred within your knowledge ?
s=T'know of no American that has failed in Canton.: /(0 0w

1685. Are the Boston merchants trading with China generally considered
very wealthy persons-?—'-aa'Fhey R T T B e B R i

1686. Are you acquainted with Colonel Perkinsp—Iam. =
© 1687. Is not he one of the principal merchants in Boston?—He is the
principal. ‘Theodore Liyman has been one of the greatest fradery, 0

1688. In general, among the wealthy merchants in Boston, are not the
wealthiest among those connected with the trade to China?—They are.

1689. Do they continue to have the same reputation for wealth that they
used to have >—The Boston merchants do: there have been several of the
New York merchants connected with the China trade who have failed.

1690, When at Canton, did you understand that the Americans received
any protection from the East-India Company’s Factory ?--1 never understood
that they received any protection. ‘ ‘ MM TERD A
~ 1691. Supposing the Factory were withdrawn, do you think that the
situation of the Americans would be worse or better than it is at present ?——
I think it would be quite as well: I cannot say it would be worse or
better, but it would make no difference. b

1692. Is the American trade popular with the Chinese ?—I believe it is.

1608, Isit as much so as that of the East-India Company?—I believe
that the reason why the Chinese favour the American trade is on account of
the great quantity of specie that is brought there: the Company have im-

ported large quantities of goods. T suppose the only preference would be,

which trade they found most beneficial to themselves. ' _

1604, Do youknow any thing respecting the British manufactures taken
from this country by the Americans?—Nothing; | have frequently seen the
goods there, but had nothing to do with them., ) |

1695. Do you know whether those goods generally pay duties, or whether

o

they are smuggled into China P—I believe they generally pay duty; axf(‘:q;;‘t. :
e

in some cases, officers going might smuggle a small investment; but ¢
respeetable merchants, 1 think, would not have any thing to do with smug-

lin R B i g
g ® 1696. The
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M‘lee mapwtablau mamhants, either British or American ?~FEither.

: “69‘7 Were you ever engaged in the fur tﬁwé ?:-»-Never, otherwisé than

carr f-ugaiéw casksion freighty | . Lol tle 0

1693; ‘Do you know whether the animals f’mm whwh the f'urs are got have
siderably diminished in quantity ?-«-The sea 6tter haq, c:mmderably 3 the

. lan furs perhaps not much.

11699. Do you know of the arrival of any shlps in Chma bmngmg furs from
the north-west coast of America?~The person that owned 1y ship had o
ship which arrived in Canton while I was there with furs.

1700, At the present tmoment, is a smaller (iuanmy of firs than heretofore
brought into the market of Canton 2—A smaller quantxty of the Bea otter F
perhaps of the other furs there are as many,

1701. Do you know whether furs, and warm clothing of that descmptmn,
isiin much request in China ?—It is. All the Chinese that can afford it,
%enerally wear woollens or camlets lined with furs, in the nexghbdurhood of

anton,

1702. During the whole year, ot & part of the year ?-~During a part af the
year; during the cold season, from March to April.

1708, Is there a good deal of cold at that penod P-~There i 1s; I hmm ﬁeen
it freeze in the Canton river at night,

1704 What is the latitude ?~~Between 22 and 23 degrees.

1705, Are you aware whether the American ships commg to Canton are
occasmnally in the habit of running across to the Plnlhppmes and brmgmg
back rice to China?—It is frequently the case.

| 1706. Do they derive any advantage from it 7 They save what is called it
Chma the cumshaw measurement, which is the ship duty.

1'70‘7‘ What does that mean ?mIt is a present s ‘it is levied on the slnp; it
is a tonnage duty.

1708. What is the amount of it?—On my vessel it is averaged from 45 to
4,800 dollars,

- 1709. In fact, do the Ghme&e Favour the admission of raw produce from
other countrles ?--»Of rice in par ticular, ‘

1710, Is not that part of the port charges which i is called the cumshaw the
same for every ship ?--I believe it is.

1711. Do you recollect the amount of " it : i8 it 1,900 tales P—It is some-
where not far from that.

1712. Is not that part of the duty calculated according to the distance
between the foremost part of the mizenmast and the aftermost part of the
foremast ?~Between the centre of the mizenmast and the centre of the fore-

mast in length, and the breadth from the middle of the mainmast to the sxdef
2A2 ‘ 0

11
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usual rate, where a vessel has been taken up has been heretofo

of the ﬁhtp, hdlf the breadth: a vessel w1th th masts
end of the tiller to the foremast. ‘

11718. What is the rate of f'relght“between Baswn an C tau ?%The :

dolIam a ton measurement for the voyage out and home, A shi
carry out specie and take home the goods at 40 dollars a ton m
or on nankeens 9 per cent. on the ship ; ; on silk goods, 61 per cent.

1714. Does that cover all the charges ?—That covers all the charges,
because we buy the goods free of expense, dehvered on board i

1715. Does that cover the port charges in. Canton ?—They are pald by
the shipper out of that, except some small charge for Factor y hire,

1716. Is the insurance included in that ?—-—The msurance is not mdqded

1717. What is the rate of commission paid on the purchaﬂe of teas "’-——'I’wo
to 24 per cent. upon the IRYOICE BITICRy . o il s

1718. To whom is it paid ?-~To the supercargoes or mexchants there
Some do the business at 2, and some at 2} per cent.

1719, Do you know what the rate paid by the Brxttsh there s ?--—-I do not
I have understood that the British mer, chants resxdmg there: dld the country
business at 5 per cent.

1720. Supposing a Shlp bungs a cargo mto Canton, and loadslwuh tea in
return, would there be a commission both ways ?=—There would on the sales
and the purchases. . . '

1721. What would be the amount  of that commlssmn?—-A pers»on
having the consignment” of goods out and home would probably do it at
four per cent.; but ﬁve per cent., that is, 24 per cent. each way, is the
highest commission.,

1722, 1s the commission mcluded in the 40 dollars pald f'or the frelghtf ‘

—1I am not sure whether it is or not, because I never took any frelght in my
own ship either out or home ; but I believe the 40 dollars covers it. |

1728. Have you any English seamen in your ship’s company at Canton ?

—I generally have one or two or three amongst the company. =

1724, Have you ‘found that they conducted themselves as well as the
Americans ?—I cannot say that I have ever seen any difference.

1725. How soon did you arrive at Canton after the execution of' an Italian
sailor on board an American ship ?—From five to eight months.

1726. Do you know any thmg of the nature of. the transaction P fre-
quently heardy it stated, and had it from the supercargo of that ship, meetmg
hlm on that voyage down at Angier,

1727 What was the name of the ship ?—The Ermly, of Balnmore. ok
1728, Can you state any thing of the circumstance of that (:ransactwn A

l understood that the woman that was kxlled or drowned was in a boat undgr
the
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the ship’s bows, and something passing between the sailor and the woman,
he took an earthen jar and threw it at her, and struck the woman on the side
of the head, consequently she fell over: board, and when she was taken up
she was dead. At the time it might have been settled for a trifling amount,
~of 100 or 200 dollars, but after gettin to the ears of the Mandarins they
demanded life for life. It was thought% the Americans there that the sailor
did not intend to kill the woman : whetger it was done in sport or in anger
they could,not tell, but they agreed that the man should not be given up;
consequently, for some time the American trade was stopped, and the Mao-
darins persisted in demanding the man. i ki
1729. How long was it stopped 71 cannot tell the exact period, but for
some number of days, R i i
1780. Was it ever proved that the man struck the woma p—I believe that
it is not doubted. Ihad it from the supercargo of the ship, that the jug that
he threw at her struck the woman ; but the matter was never properly in-
vestigated, e [ b e
1731. Supposing a woman to have been killed by an American seaman in
the port of London, would not that American seaman have been tried accord-
ing to the laws of this country ?—No doubt of it. !

1782. And it is presumed the same would happeu in America, and every
part.of the civilized world ?—No doubt.. i

S,
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1788, Do you know whether the man was tortured or not ?—I believe he

was not: he was very shortly put to death after arriving. They got him by
stratagem out of the ship. il e

1784, It has been stated that the American consul resigned his appoint-
ment in consequence of this affair. Do you know whether that was the case
or not?—I never heard that that was the case. Mr. Wilcox was consul at
the time, and he was consul after I arrived there; but being a man of con-
‘siderable business there, the consulship was rather a plague to him, as he
_ never took any fees for depositing ship papers, and certifying the landing cer-
tificates and invoices shipped from there: but I never heard that he gave up
on account of this transaction. ‘

1785, When did he resign his office?—I should think it was full a year
afterwards. o |

1736. Does he reside there now as consul ?—-He does not ; he is now in
Philadelphia. LTS : T

1737. Is there any American consul there now?—I am not sure whether
we have one or not. i e ‘

. 1738. What are the duties of the American consul >—We are obliged by
the American law to deposit our ship papers with him, within forty-eight
hours of our arrival, When goods are carried out that we get a debenture
on, he signs the landing certificate ; it is sworn to before him by the master
of the ship, and by that means we recover the debenture in America: a]nd

also

{
!
\



2 March 18304
 Gaptain 4. Goffin. ¢

~ any.

190 - EVIDENCE ON EAETJNIIA AWE&‘WS‘

also wheu the piece-goods are shipped from: Canton wMahwpay mwd:wlomm
dﬂ” y ‘the mvmce is sworn to bafore h:m that. mﬁm fmr mvmm on manm

1741& Does he exercise any contml over the Ameman ”

1741, If any comp]amt was made against any of the Ameuvan seamren by
the Chinese authorities, would they apply to the ccnsul ?a—-They wwld nat 3
they would apply to the security merchant. =

1742. Is the consul recognized by the Chinese authontles at all P-—-I rlwver |
heard that he was.

1748. Are any of the other consuls reconged ?-«L belmva mme oF them
are recognized by the Chinese authorities. ‘

17@4 Does the Chinese government recognize the exiatenée of’ the Comu
p'my s Factory ?—1 believe not ; it is like the other trade. |

1745. Do yoit understand that the number of Amerlcan sh:pa traﬂmg to
Canton has latterly decreased ?It has,

1746. What is the reason of that?—-—-meg to the Dutch puttmg a num-
ber of ships in the trade ; there have been some of the German ships of late
put in under the Austrian flag, from Hamburgh and Bremen : and also owing
to the English importing teas into Canada heretofore, I belmve, Oanuda was
principally supplied with teas from America,

1747. Do you apprehend that the ill success of vcyages to Canwn has
been the cause of any part of that decrease >—I do not think the tn’ad»e for
the last three or four years has been so lucrative as it was heretofore. ‘

1748. Are you not of opinion that, supposing that trade were condudted
upon proper prmctples, and confined within reasonable limits, the trade would
be conducted profitably now as it was heretofore ?—I do not know why it
should not. ~ Sinee the general peace, commercial trade thxoughout the world
has been less lucrative of late years.

1749. Have other branches of trade ﬁom the Umted States decreased in
the same proportion as the trade between the United States and China P
The East-India trade has decreased to other places fully as much as it has to
Ching and Brazil. = "

1750. From the United States to Europe and other parts of the woﬂd 18
the trade less now thah it was some years ago F—I think not to Europe:. the
European and West-India trade is carried on as much as ever it was.

1751. And to as much advantage?r—-I think not.

1752, Taking the trade generally in the United States, is not the proﬁt now
realized by the merchants less than it was some years ago ?--I should t,hmk
considerably less.. | :

1'7.)3. Is
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1754, Can you state the quantity of tea that used to be furnished by the Captain 4. Coffin.
Americans to Canada ?—I cannot, state precisely 3 1 should think it was about
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three or four ships’ cargoes of 400 tons. i

1755. Was not a great quantity carried in by the smuggling trade ?—1It
was not allowed in any other way. b ]

1756. Therefore it is difficult to estimate the amount of it P—It is.

- 1757. What port charges- did you pay in China ?~~Including Factory ex-
penses and the ship’s expenses, between 7,000 and 8,000 dollars nsually on-
my ship ; thatis, including the cumshaw, and the piloting, and the victual-
ling of the ship. ; ; e

1758. You have stated that you were enabled to load and unload and de-
part from Canton river in fifteen days; what was the longest time you have
ever employed in doing that 7—Three months and “a balf, one voyage 3 1
arrived there just before the great fire took place. i

1759. If that fire had not taken place, how long should you have been ?
—Probably five or six weeks. The average is about five or six weeks with
the Boston ships and the New York ships ; but the Philadelphia ships ysually
stay longer; they generally wait till their silk goods are manufactured: they
have a great many shippers, and. frequently will send two or three supercar,
goes. A person putting in 100,000 dollars sends a person to manage the
business, and another person sends another : there are a great number of
shareholders, and their trade is different, so that there is generally some delay
caused by it. Al | :

' 1760. Do the Philadelphia ships export more silk manufactured goods from
Canton than the Boston ships P—I think they do. :

1761. You stated that the American, China, and India trade has been a
losing trade for some years ; will not the loss of the Canadian trade and the
Dutch trade account for that 7—1I should think it would in a great measure, -

1762. Those two branches ‘having been a great outlet for the American
trade P—I think so. {ie i

1768. Have you traded with Calcutta ?—I have.

1764, Can you state what the port charges there would amount to, in- .
cluding all the items you take into your calculation in the port charges at
Canton ?—It would depend upon the length of time that the vessel laid in
Caleutta: I lay off about three months in Calcutta. The port charges alto-
gether, with a vessel of about the same size, would be between 5,000 and
6,000 dollars, including factory rent and expenses,

1765. Do you conceive that there is any advantage in carrying on the
China trade with large ships of 1,200 tons burden ?~I could not say. The
Americans began to build some large ships, as large as 900 tons, but they
i e ; are
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are out of the trade now 3 whether they found tham amwer il ‘c' n‘m: say.

S

There was one called the Washington, of 900 tons, whzch niade ztwo vayages _

to China, and then she was put out of the trade.
1766. From what port did she sail?~From New York

' 1767. Did she eengage in any other trade ?—She did. The last that L

heard of her was in the Liverpool trade, carrymg cotton.

1768. What do you consnder to be the avemoe size ,~—From 400 to 600
tons,

1769. From your experience in that trade, should you say that a hhlp
fmm 400 to 600 tons burden was the best size ?--I should think they were
as.good as any size.

1770. ls the revenue derived by the United States from the duhes on tea
large 21t is considerable 5 I think about two millions of dollars. |

1771 Do you know whgthex it is one of the lalgest lt,gms of duty ?—-I be-

lieve it is the largest of all our trade,
1772. Is there a drawback upon re-exportation ?—-There is.

1778, Do you include the amount of the drawback ?~-No, t.hat is what is
actually paid, the net duty.

1774. Is'the revenue derived to the UnlteJ States from teh mcreasmg or
not ?—I should think it had fallen off since the Canada trade; because the
duty on tea that went into Canada was paid in the United States. i

1775. Do you think there is at present any smuggling of tea into Canada
from the United States ?~1I should think there was not much.

1776. Should you say that the revenue derived by the United States from
tea is likely to continue increasing or to fall off ?-—If the same tariff continues,
I should think it would increase, as the use of tea mcreases as the numbel of
inhabitants increases.

1777. Do you understand whether there is any difficulty in the collectlon
of the tea revenue in the United States ?—I never heard o anyudxﬂiculty.

1778. Have you ever heard of any smuggling of tea ?—I have _one case
particularly, by a person of the name of Thompson.

1779. Is the smuggling of tea carried on extensively in the Umted States 7
—1 believe not,

1780. Are you aware that the duty on congo tea has been much larger in
proportion than thé duty on any other tea imported ?—I¢t has been larger,
taking into consideration the cost of the article,

1781. Has not its consumption in the United States decreased much in

consequence of the mcreased duty P—I cannot say that the consumption has
decreased on that account.  Ithink that the consumption of  different kinds
of hyson tea has increased ; it perhaps may be from the fancy of the people
drinking it. 1782. Can
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tea is'now open ?—To every port where there is a custom-house.
~ 1788. Can you state any circumstances connected with an American
ship freighted by British merchants from Buenos Ayres to Canton ?--I re-
collect one ship, a ship called the Parnther, Captain Bowers, which was
taken up at Buenos Ayres, went to Canton for a voyage; she made two
voyages; one year in particular, I lay next to her, and was very intimate
with the captain of her, That ship went out from the United States with a
‘cargo of flour and some specie on board, to land her flour at Buenos Ayres
and to proceed on to Canton. There was, I believe, an English merchant
and some Spanish house there that wanted to take up a ship to go to
Canton, and they found they could not send an English ship there, and
cﬁnsequenﬂy they took up this American ship, and paid her a very large
e el e il ‘ ot
1784. Do you know what ?-—1I think it was 28,000 dollars for thie voyage,
and the owners of the ship paid the Factory expenses in Canton. =~ ~ *
~ 1785. What was the size of the ship >—Something less than 400 tons.
- 1786. Were not the freights paid upon that ship particularly high ?~~They
were considered very high. ‘ ‘

~ 1787. Do the American ships go to Whampoa ?—They do. = 1

1788, Do they invariably go there?—Not invariably ; some of" the ships

stop at Lintin and put their specie on board of another ship that is going
up, and go over to Manilla for rice or some other cargo, and return while
the cargo is getting ready, ‘ A it

1789. Is not the course of trade, in such cases where there are cargoes

on board, to make arrangements with the Hong merchants for the purchase
of them ?—I never heard of it. I believe that the goods have to go up to
Whampoa before they can sell them ; except the article of opium, which is
not allowed. ‘

- 1790. Ts not the practice of the American ships to discharge part of their
cargoes before they go to Whampoa P—No. ‘ il

. 1791, Do they break bulk >—Generally not. . ‘

1792. Are there exceptions ?-—There are some exceptions. T
.. 1793, How does the cargo so discharged find its way into China ?—By
the agency of the American merchants there. i

1794. Not of the Hong merchanis ?~I think not. il ki s

1795. Are not you aware that there is a considerable amount of contra-
band trade carried on through the means stated in the previous question ?--
In the trade of opium there is considerable, ' -

1796, The question refers to other articles besides opium.—-I know that
there is some, but 1 cannot tell the amount. ik f
1797. You are aware that a considerable nymber of ships proceed from

{0y ' 2B ports

&

‘w;;ypu@‘ state to what ports of the United States the importation of 2 March 1830.
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ports in Grrgm Britain to China laden with Brx‘mh:gwadsg\m oW
posed of ?-—-They are generally sold to the Hcmg merc 'ams-and“r
Qha‘nt‘s‘ "“_ IR e il e 'L
1798, Are they dmcharged in the mrer below thmfﬁm? I“v h@ﬁeve kmy

are granerally dlscbarged at Whampoa 1 cannm: say that ity umveréaﬂy ‘vth'e
0&5@ it “,"‘:“:-‘ 4 ¥

1799, Isit not mthm {our knowledge that aﬂ era esident
are connected with the illicit trade in China? I think they are 1
think Mr. Cushion is not, and some ‘other merchants.’" T never uiyself had
any thing to the amount of’ £100 Smug'glmg on board of my shxp, or any
1111C1t trade.

1 1800. Do you not believe that the smugglmg trade is carned on to a great
extent from ships bearmg the American flag going to China ’-—-Excepun@ in
opium, I do not think it 1s to much extent.

1801. 1f you agreed to receive goods on frezght in yom vessel qf 39‘7 tons,
for how many tons could you obtain payment ?—About 600 tons. ‘

1802. What would be the result in a Dutch vesse] of 39/ tons?——They'
cany about as much as our ships.

1808. In an English ship what would it be ?—-—I should thmk the hnglrsh
ships generally carry better.

1804. In what proportxon ?-—-Perhaps somethmg hke ten pex cent

1805. You are speaking of English merchant vessels, and not df the
Company’s vessels ?——Not the Company’s vessels.

1806. Do you consider your property as secure in' your vessel, navigated
]\%, eighteen men, as in a Dutch vessel nawgated by twenty»-seven men ?--H
el miore sg. i
1807. From whence does that arise ?—1I think we have smarter seamen.

1808. And should you say the same in reference to an Eng lish vessel
navigated by twenty-two men ?—1 think we are equally safe, % think_the
price of the premiums would answer that question better than, any thmg else.
There are no ships that sail that are insured so cheap as the Amerlcan, par-
ticularly to the East-Indies and China, :

1809. What reason have you for believing that a vessel would’ be as
secure navigated by eighteen Americans as by twenty-two English P an
American ship-master is known to get intoxicated they will not insure his
vessel ; consequently, he must be a respectable man, and he frequently has
the management of the business: but I believe in most other ships you find
there is not so much attention paid to the capability of the master and
officers. ;

1810. Do you know the rate of‘ insurance in London as well as in Ame—
rica f==1 do mnot.. ‘ ;

1811 You
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B You have stated the prices of the several denominations of teas in

the“”‘depummatlons of teas, such as congo and hohaa, and other sorts - il
There is quite a difference.

1812, To what ;luahty do ‘ttxé frlces you have weu apply 3 to the best or
‘the IOWest quahty --To about the mlddlmg qua 1gt 3 Dot to the meanest or
the best. i

1818. You have stated, that in youn purchases of' teas yau have seen the
Company’s mark covered over, and that you have bought those teas?—
Those teas have been shtpped in American vessels which had been termed
by the Hong merchants Company’s teas.

1814. Are you aware that the Company’s teas undergo a very strict mspec—

tion 7—I believe they do : I'am not particularly acquainted with the manner
of that inspection.

1815, What must you then have inferred from the Company’s mark bemg
on the teas; should you not infer that they were rejected teas®—I do not
think they were: 1 think it was that the Hong merchant, wanting some

ready money, found the easiest way to 1ealnze it was to sell the teas to lhe
Americans. “

1816, Are you able to state whether the Company pay ready | money or
not —1I believe they generally pay a part in merchandize.

1817, Avre chests that have the Company’s mark upon them preferred b
you to those that have no such mark P—Not except the tea is actually better,

The Company’s tea, I believe, is generally considered better, or it beaxs
rather a higher puce than the other teas.

1818 Are fydu a Judge of the article of tea yourself?-—I cannot sav that 1
1

am a] judge o it 5 but so muclx 0, that I have been trusted with the buying
of’ tw0 cﬁrgoeé i

1819, When yqu say the Company’s teas are supposed to be better,. do you
I!:.)pl y that to all kinds of teas?—Not to the green teas; I had reference to
e black teas, the souchongs and congos. .

1820. What was the result of your adventure, that you' gave an account
of, to Amsterdam ?—The two first voyages, in 1822 and 1828, were pro-
fitable : the other merely gave the ship a freight § there was no loss on it!

. 1821. " Can you state how much was the per—centage of profit upon the two

voyages 7-—I Ay 1‘!5“ 3 pet‘hapa somethmg like 20 per cent. upon the whole
investment, SO e

1822. Has there been any contmuance of that trade ?—1 have not been in
that trade since,

1828, Why did you not continue in that trade :==It was found not so
proﬁtahle, and we entered into a trade with other parts of India.

289 1824. Can

Y

¢ you not aware that there are many gradations of character in all

S,
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2 March 1830. . 1824, Can you state whether any other ships sailed about the time you
speak of ?—There were several, but I cannot give the result of the voyages. '
'man, of Boston.

Captomd, e 1825, Who was the owner of your ship ?~Theodor
1826, What was your last voyage ?—To Siam. _ Uil
| 1827. Is the tea you purchased for the Dutch market, in eneral equal or
superior to what you purchased for the American %—We genera ly endeavour
to get better tea for the Dutch market than for the American market ; tea
that is selected for the Dutch market, o i el

| 1828. Is it better or worse than that usually selected by the Company for
the English market ?-I should think it is nearly the same quality, ,
1829. What was the proportion of tea to the other articles in the return
cargo ?~—About three-quarters of the amount of the whole invoice has
generally been teas. ; ol ‘ o i
1830, And how much in bulk P—Nine-tenths of thebmlBE L
1831. Had you not some other articles besides tea P~Yes, manufactured
silks, nankeens, cassia. ‘ i Ll ‘* #
1882. If a ship were laden with tea entirely, would not a large ship of
1200 tons be preferable to stow tea-chests only P—Generally a ship, as
she increases in size, will stow more according to her tonnage than a small
vessel. ‘ il il

1833. How many pounds of tea do you calculate a ton to carry fe—I

should think between 700 and 800; but the chests are all about an equal

size, and we count ten chests to measure a ton. It does not vary much from

forty cubic feet. ' ; ‘ ‘ i ol ok 0

1834. Are not the duties at Canton much larger in proportion upon small
vessels than upon large >—They are ; and, I believe, they are the same on
all : they are classed in three different classes, the first, second, and third

class. e

1885. Are you or not of opinion that a ship of 500 or 600 tons burthen,
with reference to the bars and shoals in the river of Canton, and approaching
the river, is much better adapted to the trade than a ship ‘of 1,200 tons,
which draws so much more water P—There is little or no risk till she gets to
the bars inthe river: then there are two bars, which the Company’s ships
generally go below before they load entirely ; they take in part of their cargo
at Whampoa, and then proceed down the river to the second bar to load.

1836, Are not ships of 600 tons able to go up to Whampoa and take in
the whole of their cargo there ?—A ship of 600 or 800 tons might do it.

1837, Were you at Canton in the year 1821 71 was not. =
1838. Did you go in 1822 ?—-1 did.

1839. Did you hear whether, in consequencee of the event you have men-
tioned of a woman being killed by an Italian sailor, the Americans were not
‘ treated
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treated exactly the same as they had been before?—I have not heard that it
has injured the character of the Americans. . =

1840. Is the American flag hoisted at the consul’s house at Canton 7—I
believe not since the fire in 1822, when the flag-staff was burnt down. There
is a flag-staff that stands out in front of the ‘Faqtury‘, where it is hoisted, but
I believe it is not universally flying : if there is a consul there, it is optional
with him whether he will hoist it or not. G

1841. Does he hoist it #~I have seen it hoisted, and there have been time
when it has not been hoisted ; but it is left at his own option, ‘

1842. Have you heard of any mutinies on board the American ships in
the (Canton river ?—I have, among the sailors. ; :

11848, Did you ever hear of any authority interfering for the purpose of
settling any thing of that kind ?—I never knew any authority interfere ; it
is generally managed among the other Americans. ‘ ;

1844. Had they any communication with the authorities 7—They had no
communication with the authorities. I never heard that the Chinese would
interfere in case of any difficulty on board a foreign ship. :

1845. Have you never heard that the Company’s Factory there have com-
munications with the government ?—1I cannot say whether they have or not.

1846, You know that the Americans have not ?—I believe they have not.

11847. Do you know whether there was a trial of the Italian sailor ?—1I
believe there Was no trial. The Americans refused to give him up, and con-
sequently the trade was stopped. The Hong merchants wishing that the
trade should go on, had told the captain and supercargo of the ship that if
they would give the man up to go to Canton to be examined he should be
returned again, and the Hong merchants said that the Mandarins had pro-
mised that that should be the case ; cohsequently the captain and supercargo
allowed the man to go down, and in a few moments after he landed at
Canton he was strangled, and they sent word that they could take him away
and bury him., j
© 1848. Had the captain and the supercargo no reason to suspect that he
would not have a fair trial ~They had no reason. The Hong merchants
said that they were deceived by the Mandarins. A few days after that the
American trade went on as usual. = : L

1849. Do you suppose that they were not before aware of the nature of
Chinese justice ; that they did not know that they were not perfectly just,
like other nations, in their trial of prisoners ?—I believe the captain and the
supercargo of the ship had no doulgt but that the man would be returned to
the ship again after he was examined.

1850. Is that fact now pretty well known among the American ship-
owners Pe=Yes. i f Lo ;
i 1851. It

2 ‘March 1830.
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1858, Do you think that  trade with an assorted carg

198

1851, It is presumed that they donot in their former
with regard to the Chinese modes of justice ?—=IN juspect not.
1852, Do you know of the agreements made with
of teas by Americans being regulated by the price
~I have no knowledge of any such transactions.

VIDENCE ON EAST-INDIA AFPAIRS:

on with any thing like the advantage of a trade in which the outward cargo
consists of dollars 7T believe the Chinese like dollars better than they.do
almost any thingielsa: (e st i wiid ik Aukelon Gl o a8 ol
1864. Have not the Americans carried on that trade aimost entirely since?
—Mostly: some of our ships have taken British manufgzctumg;‘: Fp e
1855, Have they found 'themselves: the better for it?=I cannot say,
having myself nothing to de with those transactions. Merchants generally
keep those things pretty much to themselves, particularly if they are making
a profit; and if they are losing, they say little aboutit. = . .« .

ittt

1856. Do you know that that trade has been a losin - trade <1 do not
know whether it has been a losing ora profitable trade. ' I have frequently
heard. it disenssedal s e el Gl L e Bt o e

1857. Can you say, when it was discussed, whether it was said to be a
losing or a gaining trade >—There is a house which is remaining out there
which has received a good many British goods from Liverpool. = Mr. Dunn
is the agent there ; and I thiok they. must have made, it profitable, because
they still continue to carry b om il b R e

1858. In the discussions at which you have been present, have ‘not you
heard that it was a losing trade 7—Laiterly they have said that there has been

f

little or nothing gained by it. e R R e e
1850, Has there not heen something lost?—I cannot say that there has
been much lost in the trade. ol b B
1860. Do you not believe that it has been a losing trade ?—I do.not think
it has, generally speaking. | it ok
1861. Do you know why it has decreased so much?—In thearticle of
British manufactures T do not: think the trade has been decreased: to the
best of my knowledge, there have been as many British manufactures sent
out in American ships the last three or four years, as the three or four years
previops. s L G i e s
1862, Have they been sold i-—I cannot say, not having been there the last
three or four Years, ..ol i ; % il it e o
1868. Have you never heard it discussed whether those goods did find a
market at Canton?—I know that a considerable quantity has found a
market ;. whether all that has been ca}'tled out, I cannot say.
1864. Did you not hear that it was at very low pricesi—I cannot say
| whether
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| ‘mpa;;mwag _ma%mgmﬂ; profit ovloss: at the time T was there it
Sidered profitable. 1L Ll L
When were you there lagt PIn 1824 b s RO
1866 Since that time have you heard the 1 iter discussed?—No.
| 1867. Then you cannot say whether it has been a losing trade since that
time ?—I can say nothing upon that. | G

1808, Is there any article of manufacture in the United States which is
calculated for the India or the China market ?—There is the article of white
cotton goods. e b ‘

1809. Has that been sent out in latge quantities P—~There have been con-

siderable shipments made to China. i AR

- 1870. Did it appear to you that the Chinese government was anxious to
[increase its foreign trade I believe they are aware of the advantages of a
foreign trddeid v ek Rk b

1871. Do you think they would be as desirous as America, or England,

or Holland would be, to increase their foreign trade ?—1I should think very
likely they would.  They seem to be aware of the advantagesof a foreign
- trade as well as other people. ; i Wil
. 1872. Have they any shipping carrying merchandize to foreign ports of
Europe or America P~—Their shipping carry merchandize, but not to Europe

vl e b TR Ll e i
1878. Do you believe that if the demand for fine teas increased, the
supply could be readily brought up to reach such demand?—I cannot
answer that question, having so little knowledge of the way in which the
teas are manufactured. RO RO, il
1874. Do you believe that an additional number of ships trading to
Canton would lower the profits so much as to render the trade a bad one to
carry on ?—I should think a considerable increase of trade there would lower

IO BIORET i Lt s b sl Uil
re the American traders to China alarmed lest the British trade

AR R L

1875, Are ! ‘
- with China should be thrown open to the public 7—I think not.
- 1876. Have you been at Sincapore and Siam ?—1I have. ‘
1877. Have you found any quantity of Chinese junks there 7~—At Siam a
large qustigiese fh eI DA e
1878. What quantity have you ever seen.there at one time ?~I should
theitle eyl e e G Rt N
1879. Of what size >~~Some of them would carry 700 or 800 tons, and
some others perhaps 200 or 800. = ' | ‘
1880. Do those junks carry on an extensive trade with different parts of
China besides Canton ?—They are principally from other parts ; very few
fromyGanton. ) i oo iR ' L
S ; 1881. Do

L,
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Tllﬁ&la- Do they import teas in any. cmmderable‘ qnmmiea immu‘uswwpwe
1ey 0- i i it A

1882, What amount of teas do yau thmk at any or Yo
to be in Siam, 1mported by those junks >—That would be a diffic

1888, Did you find any Chinese tea there i-—A large quantity. I “should
have 1o difficulty at any time in loadmg one, two, or thvee shlps of the size
that I had there.

1884. What quality of tea ?—-—-Prmc1pa11y black teas sohchong and congo
of very good quality.

1885. Have you ever bought any tea there ?—-—-Only for my shlp s use.

1886, What did you find to be the price of the same quallty of tew, as
compared with that which you purchased at Canton ?-—The price was very
little increased above what I could get the same tea for at Canton.

1887. Do you conceive that tea mlght be imported into England from
Siam, or any of the eastern islands, at a cheagen rate than that at which it
is now imported from Canton?—I should think not. I should think it
would be imported cheaper direct from China, unless there was more
carried to those places than was wanted for the supply,

1888, Do you think that the communication from Siam to the other ports
-of China besides Canton, by means of junks, affords any prospect of a
market for British or American goods in China ?—I believe by the Junks
there is a considerable trade carried on to all the ports.

1889. Do not some of those Junks sail from the pmvmces of Klangmm
and Fokien ?—They do.

1890. Are not those provmces where tea is grown ?--I cannot say
precisely. :

1891, Have you ever been on board of a Junk ?—-—Many

1892. Are you aware that every junk contains a great variet dy of mdxvx-‘
is

dual merchants, who carry their investment down, and after posmg of
it return to the port from whence they came P—They do: a junk i Is cut up
into small apartments and let out to individual merchants. :

1898. From what ports eastward of Canton on the Chinese coast. do those
junks principally come?—1 do not know the names of many of the ports.
Chicho is a place of considerable trade; the mames of the ather places
I do not know.

1894. Have you on board of those junks bought and sold any mtwle P
No, I have not.

1895. Then you are not aware how far those md1v1duals are shxewd and
keen merchants?—I have traded with the Junk people on shoxe, and they
are very keen and shrewd in their trade.

1896. What cargoes do those junks usuall) take back fzom btam and
Sincapore ?~They take sugar, homs, hides, ivory, and spices ; and from

- Sincapore

St
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¥ cannot state. .k 0 e :
. Do you know whether they take any quantity of hides ?—A con-
le qmgnti%‘ty thldes. R I R ;

Ith ‘”{yi)tdkﬂimt}tmsi&:ra}nd” ; ‘ppe"!“";‘z“ A gfhz\mh‘erw they take British piece-

1898. You have stated that the Company’s large ships are obliged from
their size to go below the second bar in the ”gmtdn‘ river before they
complete their cargo ; are you aware whether that incurs a very considerable
_increased expense in loading the cargo ?~-I believe it does not increase the
expense of loading. ‘ S

1899. You have stated that you believe opium is the principal thing
smuggled by the American ships ; when you have been there, have you not
seen a number of English opium-traders lying outside the river ?-—I have
seen one or two, not a number ; I think at one time I saw three English
opium vessels lying there, - “ i

1900. From what you saw when you were there, do you consider there
is more opium smuggled by the Americans than by the English 2~~Ithink
there is more by the English: we have generally only one vessel, and the
British have two or three. ‘ hE
- 1901, You have mentioned an unfortunate occurrence which happened
with reference to an Italian at Canton : since you knew any thing about
Cantov, have you ever heard of any similar occurrence with any American

ship %I never have. . il

1902. Has any other occurrence ever taken place to stop the trade at
Canton ?—Not with the Americans; I believe with the English an oceur-
rence did take place \of’ some man-of-war, some frigate, killing some men ;
they wanted the other men sent out ; some two or three men that were killed
by the British fhigate. 0 0 ~ ‘

1908. Did that stop the American trade ?~It did not stop the American
trade, but the Cqmpauy’s‘_servants left Canton, I believe, on account of it.

1904. Is it not the fact that they would not deliver them up, and that
they su‘cceseded,i‘n‘ their opposition to that demand P~—They did. |

1905, What is théfh‘ari)e‘ of vth'e‘ port in Siam to which you have referred as
being resorted to by the Chinese ?—Bankok, g

1906. What goods do the Chinese junks generally take there from China ?
—They take teas and earthenware and preserves. o

1907. Much tea?-—Considerable quantity of goods.

1908, Were those junks Chinese junks, or Cochin-Chinese junks ?~~Mostly
Chinese.  Last year there were no Cochin-Chinese, in consequence of diffi-
culties between the Siamese and the Cochin-Chinese. '

1909. Has the number of Chinese increased of late years at Bankok and
Sincapore ?—I cannot say whether they have or not.

| . 2C 1910. As
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20¢ '\ ' EVIDENCE ON EAST-INDIA |

1910, As'you had no Supercargo on your econd voyage,
difficulty in making your selections of t l\"ot‘; any,
1911. In what way did you proceed to make those selex
a namber of chests of each chop, and by having a parci
a certain portion, and drew the tea by putting boiling w
thod of trying the quality of tea is by rubbing it in 1 s
1912, You do not think any difficulty would be found by any person con-
versant with the trade in making those selections?--Not more than other
articles of trade. gl
1913. When you spoke of tea being brought' cheaper direct from Canton
to England than if it came through the circuitous .channel of Sincapore, did
you at that time contemplate the prices at which it is sold by the East-India
Company, or the ptices at which it would be brought by other traders Pl
looked at the prices now paid by the East-India Company. b
1014, Have you never heard that the Americans applied to the Company’s
Factory to aid them in their intercourse with the Chinese authorities ?-—Not
to my knowledge, ' 'They may have done so, but I never heard ofit.
1915. Have you made any computation of the amount per pound of the
freight of tea in your vessels?—=I have not. Ishould think about four or five
cents would be a fair freight per pound; that is about 23d. i
1916. You said that your cargoes to America were principally black
tea; have you found the importation of black tea the most profitable ?—
Not for the American market; but the black teas were selected for the
Dutch market. L i il
1917. When you spoke of the rate of insurance being lower on American
vessels than on British, did you mean the insurance in America ?—I meant
in America only. I presume it would not be less in England. |
1918, You were understood to say, that that insurance would depend upon
a knowledge of the character of the person that should have the command
of the vessel 7—Considerably. . it i 8 Ll
1919. And, of course, that knowledge could be better obtained as
respecting an American, than as respecting any foreigner in America P
Certainly. ‘ ‘ i : Rk

Jovis, 4 die Martii, 1830.

Mr. JOHN AKEN called in, and examined. - o L
1920. You reside at Wapping ?—1 do. s e e ;
1921. You were formerly master of the Investigator, a discovery ship #—
was. ! ‘ it il AR (v

» 1922. Af'ter



~ SELECT COMMITTEE or itz HOUSE OF COMMONS. 203

11922, After thatrdid{;}mu command a ship trading between India and
i Chi}wa‘?@ didwt il il j (Rl s i i Ly “: i ik ¥ : e
‘ ‘What was the name of that ship 2—The Exmouth, -

‘How many voyages did you perform in the Exmouth between India

| 1924. Ho

~and China?—Two. A ,

| 1925, In what years>—1817, 1818, and 1819.

. 1926. What did your cargo consist of to China?—Principally cotton;
;:{hexe were also opium, and putchuck, a species of dye, I think, for the nan-

U | o

1927, Is it a vegetable or a mineral dye ?~—Vegetable,

- 1928. Do you know whether that dye is used any where but in China P~
1 cannot say. . The other articles were steel, nutmegs, cloves, rattans, and
saltpatoes i el i ‘ | S
1929. What was the sort of steel that you took P—It is generally the cast
steel ; it is sometimes blistered steel : we took both kinds of steel.

11930, Was it in the manufactured articles ?—No, in small bars.

© 1981. Was that steel the produce of India ?—No, imported into Calcutta
fiamh Eogland. © 0 e 1 :

1932. Through whom did you generally transact your business at Canton ?

~The Hong merchants. i ‘

1 1933. Did you ever find any difficulty in trading with the outside mer-
chants ?——Not the least. il
19384. You have often traded with them P—With both. B

‘1935, In what way do you select the Hong merchant with whom you shall
trade ?—We generally, on our arrival, agree with those that will give us the
most for our cargo, and the person that takes the cargo is the person that

becomes security to the government. i ‘
1936. Did you give him any advantage in your dealing to induce him to
become the security.merchant —Nothing.
1937. Do you pay him any fee ?~~None.’
1938, Do you find that some of the merchants are always willing to become
security for the ships arriving there upon those terms p—Always.
' 1939. What was the size of the Exmouth?—695 Calcutta tons; in English
measurement she was 725. ‘ : g
1940. What is the reason for the difference between the Calcutta and the
English measurement ?—I cannot say that : it is some little difference in taking
the length of the keel. | : .
1941. In what way do the Chinese measure the vessels P~The Chinese
measure the yessels from the centre of the mizenmast to the centre of the
foremast, and they take the extrege breadth close behind the mainmast,
( ‘ 2 : ) and

Sr.
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] A i moasurement.

koo | 1942. Are all the chm‘ges exceptmg ¥ {  paid o
port of Canton, proportioned to the size of the ship P—I ey are the‘re
may be some little difference, but it must be merely casual expenses‘ o

1948. Will you state what the cumshaw is P~The cumﬂmw is a’presem

1944. What does it amount to P~—1,950 dollars. i s :

1945. Ts that the same upon all ships 7Tt iis, R o e

1946. Do you know when that cumshaw or 1gmated ?-—-In 1'704

1947. Do you know at whose mstlgatnon it originated ?-«-I have often heard
it said, both in China and in India, that the supercargoes gave this to the
superior mandarips, to induce them to show them favour, which they supposed
they had some profit by : it has continued, and now 1t has become the law
there ; they demand it from all ships. : i

1948. Do you know whether that present is pald to the government or paxd
to the individual Mandarins P~—1I think it is principally amongst the Man-
darins : but there is a part of it goes to government, and then it is dlv1ded
amongst the different Mandauns. All the oﬂicers in Chma a;e called
Mandarins.

1049. Are there not other dutles pand thexe for the com rddme ?---The
compradore has his fees; his fees are generally 800 or 400 dollars; but there
is a sum paid to the compradore, for different duties, which I am not ac-
quainted with, The compradoxes a]together genexally amounts to near]y
2,000 dollars.

1950. Does that sum on,OOO dolhus f'orm a part of the pmt chmges at
Canton P—=It does.

1951. What was the wlmle amount of the expenses of the Exmouth at
Canton on each voyage? ~—About 9,000 dollars, =

1952. In what year was that ?~That was in 1818 and 1819

1953. To whom were the goods that you took out to Canton sold ?——-I sold
them to the Hong merchants.

1954, Was any charge made f'or commission by the Hong merchants ?--
Not any.

1955. Do the outside merchants charg ge any commmsmn upon sales and
purchases ?—None at all,

1956. - Have you ever consxgned any paltof' your cargo to re:udent Enghsh
or other foreign merchants ?—Yes; to the American consul

1957. Can you state the amount of his charges on that cOnmgnment Pmn
Three and a half per cent. on the sale price at Canton,.

1958. What was the charge of the American consul for negomatmg bt"s ?
~Qne per cent, i

1959 What
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| 'What was his charge up
fIk 0pi0n the invoice'priced IR0 R R BT AR
11960, Do you consider the charges on shipping at Canton to be high or
otherwise ?—I think they are very ‘moderate, considering that thereis no
“more paid for a rich cargo than for a vessel arriving in ballast. It is no
matter what cargo you take there, the same duties are paid ; if you take a
very rich cargo, the duties come to very little indeed. . i
1961. The port charges, then, do not vary in proportion to the value of
the cargo, but only to the admeasurement of the sluip ?—-—-That wmall.
1962, Is there or mot a facility in transacting business in the port of
Canton >—Great facility. e
1968, Do you conceive there is as great facility in transacting business in
the port of Canton as in any other port with which you are acquainted ?~1I
think more. R e ‘ ;
1964, As much as there is in India?-—A great deal more.

goods purchased ?—Two and a half per

!

1965. Is there as much facility in transacting business in Canton as in

-~ ports in England ?—Yes, and a great deal more. ‘ ;
1966. Why is it that you should say there is more facility >-—You have
nothing to do but with one man, and when you once get your bargain made
you have no trouble whateyer.

1067. Are the cargoes of ships easily discharged 2 Very easily.  We do
not lie very near to Canton ; we are about eight miles from Canton, at a place
¢ alled Whampoa. , e i ‘

1968. Then they are discharged by means of lighters ?-——They" are,

1969. And loaded in the same way ?P—Yes.

1970. Do you conceive that the Hong merchants are liberal in their
dealings or otherwise ?—Very liberal. ‘ j

1971 Should you place confidence in their honesty and honour ?—I have
every reason to believe they are honest in every respect. ‘

1972. Do you find them cautious in making their bargains ?— Very cau-
tious. ‘ ‘ ‘

1973. Did they adhere to those contracts which they entered into?—
Yes; I scarcely ever knew of any person ever suffering by them at all.

1974, What should you say, in that respect, with regard to the outside
merchants ?-—The outside merchants are people that you can scarcely ever
41l what character they are of, unless you have dealt with them once or
thice; if you ‘deal with a stranger you may be minus, and it often requires

cajition. i : : ‘ :
1975. It i3 presumed that the outside merchants, like other merchants,
coltain an admixture of good and bad ?—No doubt. AR

1976, And some of them are very respectable >——They are. =
9 ‘ 4 R 1977. Would

S,
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utside merchant as you would

1977, Would you as soon deal with

with 2 Hong merchant?—No, I woul

1978 Supposing you had had dealings with an ﬂ‘u’cs:demer‘

K

&ﬁt;‘ 1

. in dealing with him 2._Not the least; there are many of them that I have

“denlt with, that I would as soon deal with as any persons.

~ 11979. Do you consider the navigation to Canton easy ?—Very }eaéy.

' 1980. Have you ever had any unpleasant occurrence with your crew
when at Canton ?-—Not any. i s L

1081. What was the description of your crew ?—Lascars, and some
Europeans. Ll L A

1982, Of what nation ?—A mixture of almost all nations ; some Portu-
guese and some Spaniards, and some Englishmen. We generally took six
Europeans in the country ships just for steering the ship, what they call sea-
cunnies, I bad six young men with me that I took from here as apprentices,
who acted as mates or midshipmen. i L e

1988. Were those young men Englishmen ?—They were Englishmen.

1984. Are the sea-cunnies Europeans 2They are some of them Portu-
guese Indians. | ‘ Al ‘ _ ;

1985. Are they not all Indian Portuguese ?—Some of them are European
Portuguese, i W ' I e

1986, Should you not think a mixed crew of that kind quite as difficult
to manage as a crew consisting of English sailors ?—No, I do not think they
are; English sailors would be worse to manage, I thiok. Wi

1987. Should you imagine that, with proper care and attention, whatever
might be the crew of the ship arriving at Canton, there  would be any
reason to apprehend any impediment to the trade on account of the conduct
of that crew ?—Not the least. i i S

1088. Have any difficulties been encountered on account of the present
freedom of trade between India and China in the port of Canton?—-Not
1989. Do you conceive there would be any reason to apprehend diffi-
culties, provided the trade between England and China was as free as the
srade between India and China ?—Not the least. The Company’s ships are
all navigated by Englishmen, and the Americans are all navigated by their
own people, and I have never secn much difference between the American
and the Company’s seamen. : ‘ L j

1990. Do you imagine that the English seamen are inferior in point ot
character and conduct to the American seamen »—I do not see much
difference. * i : A

1991. Have you carried opium to China?—Yes. U s
\ ' 1992. Can



1992, Can you state any qua
arried about 100 chests.

e ever ca,rrwﬂ' P—I have

laﬁdxm@éuChinav?wlaﬁﬁsa, i i A
sk of the smuggling P~—The person to whom we

e 1995. To whom is it commonly sold ?—Tt is generally sold to outside men.
* 1996‘ ‘: Db thé“ Hongever purchase opium ?—I believe not. i
1997 Do you know how the outside merchant introduces it into China ?
—I am not acquainted with that. | it f
' 1998. Is not it a fact, that they bring the boats alongside, and then it is

_thrown out of the ship into the boats?—Yes. When I sold my opium I
gave an order upon the chief officer to deliver it, but the person to whom I
sold ‘it takes the risk entirely in taking it from the ship ; he pays me for it
before he gets the order. = " LR

~1999. What does he generally pay you with ?—In dollars or Sycee.

2000, Do you happen to know the method by which the opium is

smuggled into the country?—They take it from alongside in smuggling

boats that are well manned and armed, and there are a great many rivers,
branches, and islands and different places, and they put off directly with
it, and they set all the government boats at defiance. I have seen that
myself. I‘Zave seen four mandarin boats surrounding my ship when I had
thirty chests of opium to smuggle, and I was prevented from going to sea
on account of ‘the opium, and I sold it to the people. T went down myself
and saw the way that they smuggled it. They stripped the chest  entirely
away, and took nothing but the opium, and put it into bags, and we open
the lower-deck port, and in one moment they put the opium into the boat,
and all hands are off in a moment. ~We did that in a very heavy shower of

 rain. . There was a cry out about three minutes afterwards, but the boat

was gone like ashot. 1 ‘ , : i

12001, Wete the mandaring’ boats lying near ?~~One was lying a-head
touching the ship, another was lying at the stern, and another was lying
upon the opposite side. ‘ G2
2002. They were there to prevent smuggling ?—Yes.

2003, Do you obtain greater or less price for your opium in proportion to
the degree of vigilance of the mandarin boats?—-No, I never knew any
difference made on that account. b e

2004. If the mandarin boats had not been there, should you ' have
obtained a larger price P~I do not think we should have got more. They
always make certain of it; and it always struck me, that there was an
understanding between the smugglers and the mandarin boats : there is an
apparent vigilance kept up which has no existence in my opinion. I have
“been told so by a number of people..

2005. Might

SL
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" other commodities except opium ?—Saltpetre, which is

~ _smuggled. I used to smuggle it myself; at least, I carri

.. was smuggled by the people to,whom Lsoldiit., v ot i il
. +2007. Is saltpetre a prohibited article in China ?~-No, you can sell it to
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- 9005, Might not other commoditie ma

¥

China by the same means ?—I should they cou , ry i
2006, Do you happen-to know whether it is a practice with regard

d it there, and it

the government if you please; but we cannot sell it so well to the govern-

~ment. We can generally get about two dollars a pecul by smuggling it.

=

2008. Is that on account of the duty paid to government ?—I think it is.
2009. Have you known of any other article being smuggled ?—I think
sometimes broadcloth is smuggled. L A
2010. By the Americans or the English ?—By the English. I once

carried two bales of cloth, and it was smuggled, 1 know 3 but wherefore 1
cannot say, because it did not belong to me. W o

2011,, Do you happen to know whether the cargoes of goods which go
from England on board of the American ships are introduced into China
legally, or are smuggled ?--I cannot say ; but I really believe that they are
introduced legally, because I have been acquainted with so many American
supercargoes, that I thing I must have heard of it if it had been otherwise.

2012. With respect to the opium that you carried out to China, was
that purchased at the Company’s public sales f—VYes, at Calcutta, L

2018.. Can you state with respect to the value of the opium, whether the
Malwa opium is better than that grown in Bengal ?——The Patna opium is
the hests s ool g L T i T R

2014. What is the next in point of quality t—I believe the Malwa they
like the best in China. The Turkish opium has come there within these
last ten years, and is likely to supersede the Bengal opium, ‘Ihe Chinese
did not like it in the first instance, but I believe, now they are more recon-
ciled to it, they like it equally well, and it is much cheaper. That has
done a great deal of harm to the sale of the Bengal opium. = 1 © 0

9015, Js any Turkish opium introduced through any of the Company’s
ships inta China P—Not unless it is smuggled. L don

2016. Should you reckon the Malwa opium the least good of those you
have mentioned 7~1 know nothing but of the Patna opium 3 that was the
only opium that I had any thing to do with. = We generally used to buy it
in Bengal from 1,900 to 2,000 rupees a chest; and we generally used to get
1,200 to 1,400 dollars for it in China, sometimes 1,500 dollars. o

2017. Is the opium sold at Bombay lower in price than that sold at Cal-
cutta ?=I believe it is. . i AL e e 1 e S

2018, Are you not aware that all the opium which comes from Bombay
is Malwa opium ?—It may be, and I dare say itis; but I am notacquainted
at all with Bombay. I have been very little on that side.. =~ © =

: 2019. Wher

bulky rt:mM, o
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.20, Wlwre did you effect you -purchases of opium in- India for the
Chma trade ?—They were generally made at the C'ompany s sales.

12020. Are those purchases made avowedly and openly for the China
trade =l believe so. We clear out with the opium in. the shxp It is well
‘kmwn by the Company that we take it to China. ‘ |

2021, Do the opium chests bear the Company’s mark ?-—-Yes.

2022, Before they are sold in China, is the opium changed from those
chests into any other packages ?—No ; they aresold in the original packages.

2023, Are they sold in China in any mode of packmg bearing the Com.-
pany’s mark P—} ‘es the} are sold thh the Company’s mark on tbem in
China,

2024, 1Is the Company $ mark upon the chests of opium, or upon the
packet of opium P——Upon the cchests. They strip the chest away entirely
when they take it away ‘and throw it overboard ; and it is then put into
bags. i
2025. Then nothmg bearmg the Company s mark goes ashore in Chma?
~—Nothing atall : we strip it and tthW the chests overboard, and. destroy
them as soon as we can.

2026. Then the purchaser looks at the mark, and it gives conﬁdence to
hlm ?—His confidence is generally placed in the seller.

2027. Is not the opium sold at the Company’s sales made up in bales of
the most convenient size and shape for smuggling into China?—Yes it is.

2028. Have you ever purchased any tea at Canton ?—I have, both black
and green.

2029. From whom have you purchased it 7~=Both from the Hong and the
outside merchants, -

2080. Have you ever found any dlﬁiculty in getting the tea you wanted
to purchase ?~—Not the least.

2081. Is not there a certificate given in the opium chest, containing the
name of the Company’s opium agent and a statement ot the weight 7~"There
is 3 that is in the inside of the chests, _

2032. Is that certificate communicated to the Chinese merchants who
deal in the opium ?—No, the person that purchases it never looks at it at all ;
but I remember seeing them broken open, and 1 remember seeing a paper
of that description in the inside of the chest.

2033. Is the tea purchased as you have described, packed and sent on
board by the merchant of whom it is purchased ?—It is.

2084 And that merchant is responsible for the quality of the tea so sent ?
~—When I have been purchasing from an outside merchant, 1have generally
wished to have the chest opened here and there, and he has been always
yery willing to do so, to examine i, ; :
i | 2D 2085.. Did

4 March 1sstﬁ.
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/2085, Did you ever find any chest of:
whlch you have purchased ?-—I neve Wik il
' 2086. Do you know whether any custom ils i Ghmwaf returning
two chests for one where an adulterated chest of tea is given to the pur-
chaser ?—I have not heard of that ;" I have heard that there. }mw baen some
tricks occasionally, but I believe ina very trifling degree.. =
2087. Do you conceive the tea that fyou purchased at .umton was as
good, in proportion to the description of the tea, as tha'tv whmh you puru
chase in England ?-—Equally so.

2038. What have you paid for the gunpowder tea at Canton ?—»-I"mm 60
to 65 Spanish dollars for the best, per pecul 5 gunpowder tea can be got for
less.

2089. And what for the best black tea ?—-The best black tea, fmm 40
to 44, :

2040. How do you generally pay f‘or that tea ?—-We sometlmes pay for it
in barter, but generally in dollars.

2041. Do you buy it cheaper when you pay for it in daﬂam thau when
you pay forit in barter 7—That is a matter I can hardly say, because when
you pay for it in baa'ter, Yo <ap hardly put the dollawsm campetluon
with it.

2042. You do not. ﬁnd it dlﬁ‘icult to take tea in exchange for. goods from
the merchants ?~~No, very easy. |

2048, In the year 1819, could your, shlp have been chartel ed f'rom
Canton to some port on the continent of' Europe, if you had been p&rmltt;ed

to do so?—Yes.,

2044, Would that have been a proﬁtab]e voyage to the slup ?-«-Very
profitable. .

2045, 'Who would have taken up the ship at that time P A Prussa.an metu
chant at Canton. | o

2046. What would he have paid per ton f'or it 205, s

20477, Did you request permxssxon to undertake: that voyage ?—-—-Yes, I
applied to the supercargoes, ks fih

2048. Did you obtain that permission ?~—No. L

2049. To what port of Europe was it proposed to eharter the vessel o
-To Hamburgh, I think.

2050. Is the country trade carried on almost entirely by the free tra:ders
from India and China ?—Yes.

205%. Do the Company take any part in that trade I do not. think the
Company themselves take much part in the trade. The captains of the
Company’s ships generally bring a great many things from Bengal, Madras,
and Bombay, or Penang; they all take in pepper, cotton, and any i&hmg of
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052. JCanyt‘ﬁ;tl tmdeﬂb%wwh _
resident in Eogland ?—No. . =

_be carried on by houses
12058, What is the reason why itcanr‘ioiz‘?-‘-wlh-;&d‘:iidﬁ know the Companys’
‘reasons; but it is by the regulation of the Company that we can only go to
China by license of the Company. T :
| @054. You have stated that the captains in the East-India Company’s
service carry on some portion of trade on their own account, do you allude
to the goods which they take in the privileged tonnage ?—1I believe that the
Company do not send cargoes themselves from those ports, from either
Madras, Bombay, or Calcutta, and therefore the captain generally takes in
as much as he pleases, without any hindrance whatever. = The privilege which
the captain and the officers have i3 at their loading port at Canton from India
o England. 0000 ‘ | ‘

2055. Do you know how the officers of the Company dispose of the goods
which they import into China under their privilege >—They generally sell
them to the Hong merchants.

2056, Have you known any cases in which they have dealt with the out-

side merchants:—Yes, they deal with both,

2057, Have you known any instance in which the country ships have
traded with ports in China to the north of Canton, Amoy, and Lingpo?--No,
I never heard of any. L
. 2058. Do you consider that there is much sea risk attending a voyage
from England to Canton, if undertaken at the proper season ?~-No, there
is very little risk. ‘

2059. Is there greater or less risk than there is in a voyage from England i
to Caleutta?—I think there is a great deal less, but that is owing to the "
navigation in the Hoogly river. ‘ : ‘

2060, Supposing the freights to be the same, would you rather undertake &
a voyage from England to Calcutta, or a voyage from England to Canton 7
~To Cantan, = ,

'9061. Have you not lived at the Cape of Good Hope ?—I have, for seven
veare oo e i ]
2062. Did you purchase tea while you were there P—1 used to purchase |,
tea for my family use. ! :

2008. At what time did you live there ?~=From 1821 to 1828.

2064, What did you give for the best black tea per pound at that time Peme
About three dollars and a half, which is nearly 5s. ‘

2065. What is the duty paid u,pon the importation of teainto the Cape P~

It is an ad valorem duty of ten per cent. ‘ |
' D SR 2066. Was

9

il
1T
e




4 Marchid 830.

My, John Aken.

e 0 Wmm@mwm@rmmm FAIRS :

| 2066, Was it imagined at the Cape
by the Company from the sale of tea a
believed to be about 100 per cent, after payir
1 2067. Do any other parties, except the»Company,
ta the ('ape of Good Hope ?~-No other. About twelve m left
the Cape there were a few chests brought from England, wmch the Com-

bmﬁg

- pany could not prevent being landed there, brought in a private shxp

1 2068. Could ‘tea brought in a private ship from any other place cxcept
England be landed at the Cape of Good Hope ?=~No.

2069. Did you ever apply for a license to export tea from Canton ?-—-Yes,
we always applied for our license previously to sailing from Caleutta,

2070. Did you ever apply for a license to export 800 chests of tea to a

port within the Company’s limits ?~—Yes. ' : i

2071. Was that granted ?~No, only for 400. ‘ i

2072. To whom did you apply ?~—To the govemment in Calcutta. il

2078. If that license had been granted to you to export tea from ("anton ‘
to the amount of 800 chests, could you have made a pr ofitable voyage, that
being part of your cargo P~—Not with 800 chests; but it would have been so
if I had been allowed to take any quantity 1 pleased. In'solarge a ship as
mine 800 chests of tea would not have been an obJect, but in a small vessel

it might have been a very great one,

2074. Where would’ you have taken that tea to ?--To tbe Isle of France"
and the Cape of Good Hope.

2075. But the small quantlty you were allowed to take wasnot a sufﬁcxent
inducement to you ?—No. ' !

2076, Could you carry tea at all to the Cape of' Good Hope ?—-—Not at all
to the Cape of Good Hope.

2077. Would you have been allowed to take 400 chests of tea to any port
within the Company’s limits, except the Cape?—Yes.

2078, Is the Mauritius also excepted P—I cannot say. Onr lxcense ran
thus : “ You can take 400 chests of tea in at Canton, to dlspase of it at any
intermediate ports between this and Calcutta.” Now it is a query whether

you could make the Isle of France an intermediate port; perhaps it would
be out of the way: but that qaestion was brought before the Court at. the

Cape of Good Hope. There wasa ship that brought tea there, and she was
seized ; they gave bond, and afterwards the question came before the ng

in councnl and the ship was afterwards liberated.

2079. What was the date of that =1 think it must have been about 1823
a ship called the Lady Flora.

2080. Where did that ship brmg the tea from P~—From Canton, j

2081. Was the tea allowed to be sold at the Cape ?—7Yes, I believe it was

sold there. The ship was seized, and the cargo too. She had very little
tea
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e had a great many things that she brought direct from China,
stion came before the court, and I was one of the evidences before
e fiscal brought a chart, and he asked me if I could make it
. .the Cape of Good Hope was an intermediate port: and I asked
ime of the year the ship left Canton, and it appeared that it was
‘the contrary monsoon to come down the China seas, and I said yes; that
Captain Balsam, of the Lady Klora, perhaps had come round Cape Horn,
and therefore the Cape of Good Hope was an intermediate port. A
2082, What was the decision ?~They decided pgainst the ship, The
ship was seized and her cargo also; but they gave bond, and it was about
three years afterwards decided by the King in council, and the ship was
T R o b e
i 2083, Was the cargo allowed to be sold at the Cape of Good Hope 7~
t was, R i i s
2084, Have you ever purchased gunpowder tea at Canton to be sold at Pe-
nang feaess 0L | |

i
s

2085, What did you sell that tea for at Penang ?—About 76 S‘panfsh dol-.

lars perpecul. | iy o ‘ s L
2086, Was a profit realized by you upon that sale of tea ?—I generally
used to make about 15 per cent, s
2087, Can you state the price of tea of similar quality at the Cape of Good
Hope ?~=The price of gunpowder tea at the Cape of Good Hope was about
six dollars, or nine shillings per pound. Besides the government duty of 10
per cent. the Company pay about five or six per cent. for the auction duties
at the Cape. They oblige them to sell all by auction, therefore they collect
the duties upon the auction sales. :
. 9088. Then the whole duties paid upon the sale of tea would be 16 per

cent. ?—That is paid by the Company. e

2089. Can you tell what the duties are paid at Penang ?—Upou tea I can.
not say. I think the people who purchased from me always paid the duty
themselves. I'believe it is very trifling. .

12000. It is not so much at Penang as at the Cape of Good Hope, is it ?—
Perhaps not so much. 10 per cent. is but very small upon tea.
' 2091. Isnot tea a very common beverage in China ?—VYes, the black tea
is a very common beverage. Every Chinese house you go into, there is
the tea always on a sideboard, as a beverage, in the teapot, and you may
help yourself to a glass of tea at any time you please ; it 1s always in the
room, i s

2092. Do they drink it withont any admixture ?—They sometimes have a
little sugar, and sometimes not ; there are a great many drink it without any
sugar. - ‘ o — ; Rl .

2093. Do the Chinese drink green tea ?—I think not. ‘ :
e 2004. Do
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2094, Do the nezghbom'mg natmmv
drmk black tea. = i /i
2095, Supposing the trade between Eng land andﬂhmaw re more |
pletely free, do you imagine that the C‘ompany would, under the pmsent state
of things, be able to carry on their trade ?—They might carry it on, but I
believe with a loss, I mean so far as regards their present establishments.
If their establishments were to be as gmat as they are at present, there mus’c -
be a loss.

2096, Could they continue to pay the present amdunt of f'rmght that they
pay between England and China ?~—No, I do not think they conld. ==

2097, What is the amount of freight I cannot say exactiy what the
freights are, but I know they are much greater than any ; f'ree-traders can
possibly get.

2008. What is the present amount of freight between England and Cal-
cutta P—About £4 to £4. 10s. a ton, out and home, with what we call dead
weight ; heavy goods and light goods. The average of £4< dut and £4 home;
is the general rate of frelght. !

2099. Do you happen to know the rate of frelght paxd by the Campany ‘
in a voyage from England to Canton ?—I do'not know.

2100. What would be the rate of insurance upon a ship from England to
Calcutta 2~ think about three to three and a half pér cent.

2101. You have stated that you live at Wapping, what kind of life are you
now in?—A sail-maker, ship-chandler, and provisioner.

2102. Have you ever shlpped any goods to India Jately ?~-No.

2103, From what source is your knowledge of this frenght denved Py
I am every day upon the Royal Exchange.

2104. You have stated that you were at the Cape from 1821 to 1828, had
you a partner there ?—Yes.

2105. What was his name ?—Monteith.

2106, What did you deal in prmcxpally there ?—In India goods prmcz-
pally ; we had two brigs that traded between Calcutta and the Cape with
India goods.

2107. You have glventhe Committee information as to the China trade
between the years 1817 and 1819; bave you had any knowledge of the
China trade personally subsequently to the year 18197—No; I knew very
little about it, except from having seen persons coming past that I have
asked questions of, but I had no personal knowledge since 1819,

2108. Do you know Mr. John Bagshaw, formerly of Calcutta ?~Yes.

2109. Was he a consigner of goods to your house ?==No, he was not.

2110. You had no goods in the hands of yourself and your partner belong-

ing to Mr Bagshaw at any time, had you ?~No. s
d )y Had‘

#
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Vith respect t | wh ybu EaW at the Cﬁpe cOming from
Engl:aud,‘ lw; year was that in: ?w-él thmk it msm 18@6, but Lam not cer-

| %113 By what shi dld 1t arrive ?»—-I cannot say ‘ "u*t ut 'waSconswned to
‘ Mesws Borradaile, Thompson, and Pillans, at the C,ape :

2114, Do you know the quantity of tea ?—I cannot say tbe quantity, but’

: I should say twenty t:hests, or somethmg of that kmd 1t Wa.s but a small
quantity. ‘
2115, Had you any means of seeing the quality 9——-No, I had not

i 2116/ And you ‘have no knowledge what it sold for ?—No, i ha.d not the
east. ‘

2117, Was not the importation from England of the tea to whlch you
have referred, because of its being of a superior quality to that which usually
‘came from China?—I did not know the cause : they expected they could
import it from England, and sell it at'the Cape cheaper than what the Com-
pany did,

: 218, The qualvty being the same ?—The quahty being the same.

@119 Do ot you know that the usual mode of navigating the country
ggls without any Europeans on board, except the captain and the officers?
th my voyages to China we had two Earopeans among the sea-cunnies.

| 2120, Were they Europeans or half-caste ?—-—-The,y gave themselves out as
‘Eumpeans, and I believe they were,
- 2121. Were not the crew all Lascars P~~All Lascars.

2122. What sized vessel do you consider most convenient for carrying on
‘the Canton trade ?--—At that time I think vessels of 600 or 700 tons were
the best for that.

2123. You say at that time; has your opinion varied since that time P—
No, I have not any opinion different from what I had at that time. I have
been told that they do navigate now with smaller ships than they used to do;
but my reason for having a larger ship was, that the duties being nearly the
same in some things, we reckoned that the expenses were lessened by having
them in large ships.

L,
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2124, Is there any other duty but the cumshaw which is the samepe=] .

 believe nothing but the cumshaw.

- 2125, To whom did that vessel belong P-—The agents were Alexander
and Co.; she belonged to me and a house at Liverpool.

2126. In Canton did you do your own business, or was it done by a coun-
try agent there>—The first voyage I consigned my ship to the American
consul, a Mr. Wilcox ; but I found the business so very easily done, that I

tfansacbed my own business afterwards, -
; : 2127. Do
-
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2127. Do you consider that you could do your business there to the same
advantage as it was done by the resident agent ?—Equally so.-
. 2128. Did that arise from your own knowledge of the place, or do you
suppose that any captain coming there for the first time would do his business
there as easily ?~—I think equally so. =~ = R e R L

2129. How came you to select an American h;‘ouse‘; had yod hﬁy‘:reason j

for not taking any of the English houses of agency ?—There was no English

~ housethere. There were Englishmen, but they were under the foreign flag:

no Engliskman is allowed to remain at Canton.

2180. Do you mean to say there were no English houses of aigency‘es‘ta..
blished at Canton ?—None ; they are not permitted by the Company,

2131. Were there not Engiish houses acting under foreign flags >—Yes.
2132. Houses of respectability ?~~Houses of respectability. |
2138. And doing considerable business ?—Doing a great deal of business.

2134. Was Mr. Davison there at that time, and doing a great deal of 7

business 7~—Yes, I knew both the Davisons. i

2135, Do you consider that you bomghtiyout,teasas ‘advantageously as
the Company’s Factory bought them?—1I should think not. I think the
Company could purchase their teas cheaper than we could, because they
had greater facilities, The Select Committee is there the whole year, and
they certainly can purchase their tea cheaper, because they take such large
quantities. b . Vi e

2186. So that you think the Company, in consequence of their being such
large dealers, can command the article at better prices than i dividu‘aﬁ; X |
think they can.. .. : i e

2137. Does not sometimes the fact of your wanting large quantities tend -

to enhance the price to the buyer ?~—No; I cannot say that it does ; there
generally is a price put upon it after it comes into the Hong, which ‘they
do not ({eviate from. But the Company, 1 believe, barter a good deal ; I
have been informed so by the supercargoes. ey

2188. Do you think the teas are bought upon better terms by being coﬁ—
tracted for the year before ?—1I should think so. ‘ e

2139, You think that the contracting is a better system with the Chinese
than buying upon the spot ’—I should think it is. ' :

2140. Do you think the Company get a better quality of tea than the

free-traders ?—~I think not. - I.have had my information upon that point
from the American supercargoes; and Mr. Wilcox, who was a very well-

informed man, told me that he could buy teas of as good quality as any of

the Company ; he has been frequently there in the Company’s stores, when
they have been tasting the teas, and he declared to me that he could buy as
good teas, and that he had sent to America teas equally as good as the
‘ (%oxnpany’s;

e

-



~ SELECT COMMITTEE or riis HOUSE OF COMMONS. 217

I am not informed. ! v i s
i Is that speaking of tea generally, orblack tea or green tea?—Of

tea generally. i‘I%ut the free traders would have a great advantage over
the Company, which would more than compensate, I think, by coming
cheaper, not having such a large establishment, and having their ships at a
less freight. The Company’s establishment there is immense, and is a very
heavy expense, which the free trader would not have; and I think the free
trader could come into the market and dispose of all his teas in Europe at a
cheaper rate than the Company could, f

pahybs‘but Wihjat termsthaCQmpanyhd pumhasad their tea upon,

2142, Do you consider that, as far as concerns the mere f,‘déal"i_r‘ig}vé,ith' the
Chinese, the Company can do it better than individual merchants can do it ?
-—1 think they can, under the present system. ‘

2148. Do the Factory, upon the whole, rather impede the private trade;
or do they protect and encourage it?-—They do neither the one nor the
other. 'They take care that you do not take any more tea from China than
your license allows you. You are obliged to report to the chief supercargo
the cargo that you bring to China, and also what you take away; and if
we do any thing at all derogatory to their directions, or the instructions we
receive, they will foreclose the bonds which we are under at Calcutta,
which_
merchant.

2144, Are they at all vexatious in their interference with you ?—Not the
least ; they are very liberal ; they behave exceedingly well to all the country
captains. N ‘ |

' 2145, You do not consider them as going out of their way to molest you ?
e s i
om your experience of the trade of those seas, do you think that
f the China trade were entirely thrown open, branches of trade would not
. spring up which are now kept under by the monopoly ?—There is not the
least doubt of it. In all the coast of Cochin China I have turned down
with the Exmouth with a foul wind, and 1 have turned into several fine
harbours all the way along the coast ; *we turned into six or seven different
harbours along the coast, and I am sure there might be a great trade carried
on if those ports were open : “and not only that, but with the great islands
of Japan, which we have no communication with whatever. 1 have often
thought, that if an embassy was sent to Japan, and a favourable result
ensued, there would be no doubt an immense trade; for those people are
now emerging to civilization, and 1 have often thought that a very great
trade might be carried on there. If an English whaler, by accident, be cast
away there, they use them very ill, and murder them generally; but the
Dutch carry on a great trade there from Batavia. _
2147, When you speak of the monopoly being an impediment, do you
B ; 5 Juean

I think is two lacks; a lack for the captain and a lack for the

QL.
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mean the restrictions which now entist by lfaw to th e trade i
~~That is what I mean. e i\ i
' 2148, Do not you think there might be conmdex:able tmde w:th the lelip
pine Islands?—A great trade mxght be carrmd on thh t‘hm Plnhp me Island@
and the coast of Borneo. |
' 2149. Do not you think that the mgenmty ansmg from a ﬂ‘ee eXei‘ﬁmn of

private interest frequently starts means of trade to merchants which were“

unknown before ?-—Yes, which had no existence before : no dbubt of’ 1t
great deal might be done if the trade were open. R i

2150. Is there any trade at present between Mexico and Canton ?--bNot'
from Mexico, that I know of; but there is a great trade carried on by the
Americans from the north-west coast of America to Canton. '

2151. Do you know any thing of that trade ?—-Yes, both the voyages
that T was in China several small vessels came there, from 250 to 350 tons,
and they had generally furs and some fine oil, which they sold at Camon,
and purchased cargoes and went home to Amenea. |

2152. Do you know from what part of Amenca they came ?—»-me
Nootka Sound and Cook’s Thlet, ;

2158, Is that trade at present entirely conﬁned to the Ameucans?a—a
Entirely, because an English vessel cannot go to Canton at all 5 that was
one of the greatest grievances that I saw. :

2154, Do not you think that Enghsh shipping would, if that tr ade
were open, have the same advantage with the Americans in carr ying on the

~ north-west trade with China?~—Yes; no doubt about it.

2155. Did you understand that to be a very profitable trade to the Ame»'
ricans 7—Yes, very profitable. Several gentlemen that were embarked in
the business said it was a very pmﬂtable one.

2156. Do you know any thing of a trade between South America and
Canton, from Valparaiso and Buenos Ayres?--No, I do not. There is a
trade from Manilla to Canton; but they seldom go to Canton, they
generally stop at Macao. ‘ ‘ v

2157. Was the Company s Factory any protection to you in canymgx
on the trade with the Chinese?-—Not the least. If the Hong merchants
had been guilty of any fraud, or any thing of that kind, I believe the.
supercargoes would take it up and assist me in that partlculdr, n,d parhaps :
interfere with the Vicer 0y

2158. Do you know of’ any instance in whzch the private t1ade derwed‘»
any benefit from that sort of intervention ~-No, I do not know of any.

2159. Did you ever hear that the Americans or Europeans trading to
China derived any protection from the Company’s Facmry' r—Not the le’ast"f

2160. Did you ever know of any case occurring, such as jou_have

aﬂuded to, with regard to a Hong merchant, which required such’ an inter-
ference ?
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ference -1 believe there has been such a thing, but not in my time ; per-
haps one case may happen in twenty-four years, but I believe it is of very
_Tage occurtence, S e e o

| @161, You have stated that when you were at Canton  there were several
Englishmen carrying on trade there as agents under foreign flags 5 will you
state what was the firm of the house in which Mr: Davison was -
1+ 2162. Under what flag did they do business I cannot say whether it
was Danish or Prussian. IR )
2163. What other English houses were there there ?-~There was Mag.
~ niac’s house ; I think they were under the Danish flag. I think those were
the only two English houses. K e e
 2164. Do those English houses do a great deal of business?—A great
S S L i ”
2165, Was any of it with Europe, or was it principally confined to the
country trade P~There was both. i
2166. Do you know whether any of the partners of those houses are now
in England ?—I do not know. - s i
2167, Suppose you had an opportunity of forming your own design
for an adventure to China, and being supplied with means, selected such a
cargo as you thought suitable for export, and obtained in return a cargo
of tea, do you think you could obtain a more favourable result than the

Company now does?~1 think I could have a more favourable result,

because I can sail my ship cheaper, and 1 have no incumbrance in
China, therefore I could sell my cargo equally as well as they could. [
could purchase my teas, perhaps, not quite so well, but I could sell it in
England cheaper a great deal than what they could.

2168, Would the difference be great in degree between your result and
the result the Company now obtains?—I should imagine I could make ten
per cent. more than the Company now does. - ‘ ‘
2169, Do you know now what the profit is which the Company makes ?—
The Company make, I believe, a hundred per cent. | |

- 2170. Then do you think that you could make upon an adventure more

than a hundred per cent. profit >~~No; because if the free trade was open,

we should have tea cheaper, and the prices would be much less.

2171, Did you not, in the answer you have given, mean to compare
your adventure with' an adventure by the Company, in case the trade was
open?—Yes, in case the trade was open ; not at present; but if the trade
was open, I am certain that I could bring that commodity here, and sell it
cheaper than the Company could. . ', . MR b

. 2172. Supposing you obtained permission to send ashipin the present
state of things from this country to China, what profit do you imagine, will;h
0 S - 2E 2 . the
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