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‘TO

THE: KI1ING

SIR,

WHE N I was honoured with permiffion to
dedicate the former part of this Work to
Your Majefty, I entertained little hope that
the remainder would be brought to a conclu-
fion. But the confequences of Your Majefty’s
condefcenfion in my favour have been leifure,
tranquillity, and health. In poffeffion of thefe
bleflings, I returned naturally to thofe pur-

{uits
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fuits which have enabled me to fulfil my en-
gagement to the Public, Imprefled therefore,
as I am, with a fenfe of the moft devoted gra-
titude, nothing remains for me to fol;icit, but

the contmuance of the fame proteéhon to the

completlon, as i cxPerlenced at the commence-

ment of the Work, And if it fhall appear

that the plan has been formed with Judgment,

and executed with ﬁdehty, no farther quallﬁ-__
cation will be neceﬁ'ar) to recommend it to fhe'

confideration and patronage of Your Ma_].__dty;
I have the honour to fubfcribe myfelf

YOUR._EMAJESTY’&
Moft obedient,

moft faithful,

5wy g

humble Servant, and Subjeét,

JUNE, 1805,

WILLIAM VINCENT.

QL
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W ninisiiothe follbwing Work will ‘afford a degree of
faﬁsfa&iéﬁiﬁrdpérﬁffn‘dtc‘ to the labour of compiling it,
is aii‘:qu'e&'ioﬁ ‘not’ for the Author, but for others to de-

dide. /By fome it may be'’ thought digreflive, tedious, '

and minute ; “while ‘others may conceive that there are
various fources of information ftill unexplored, which
it was my duty to inveftigate. To the firft I reply,
that I thought nothing {uperfluous which could contri-
bute to the elucidation of the fubje& propofed; and in
anfwer to the latter I may obferve, that there muft be
fome limits afligned to colle&tion and refearch. It is
the office of judgment to fele& only fuch materials as
will bear upon the point to be difcufled; and for the
exercife of this judgment, I now ftand amenable to the

tribunal

V1
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tribunal of the Public. Friendly animadverfions upon

the errors which may occur, I fhall confider, not as a
caufe of offence, but as the means of correcion; and
of remarks _procgcding from a contrary fpirit, I have
hitherto had little rcafd:} to complain. But if the Work
which I now fubmit to the infpection of the Public;

L,

{hould not obtain the fame favourable Teception asl -

have experienced upon former occafions, it fhall be my
laft offence. In the fixty-fixth year of my age, it is
time to withdraw from all my purfuits. of. cunoﬁty, a;;d
confine myfelf to, the duties of my profeﬁi,on. . |

ADVER-



ADVERTISEMENT.

T account of Marco Polo’s Map, given (Part 1.
~ p. 201.) from Ramufio, is not correct; for it has fince
appeared, that the Map in the church of St. Michael di

Murano, is not Marco Polo’s, but drawn up by Fra.

Mau_ifo, a geographer at Venice ; and is the Map copied
for Prince Henry of Portugal.

A Fac Simile of this Map has been taken-,. gnd s
expeced in England every day ; when it arrives, a (hort
account of it will be given, and delivered gratis to the

purchafers of this work.

The Map of Marco Polo’s Travels is in the Doge.‘s
Palace at Venice, and was framed from that of Fra

Mauro.

Part IL _ G 2
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' LAm to acknowledge my obligations to Mr. Dal-
rymple; in regard to'the prefent publication, in the fame
manner as upon former 'di:‘éaﬁuns'-f:{ I'was; by his kind-
nci?s, furnifhed with &m%veys‘ ‘of the Harbours and’ fﬁandx
on the Coaft of Malalaar, thch have been of great uﬁ:;

And to Mr. A. Ha:mlton, of Edmburgh edltor of a

Sanﬁ:rect Dictionary, I have been indebted for the Infer- :

prctatmn of Sanfkreet Name’s ‘on fhe fame ccaﬁ i his
Favour was the miore acc:?ptablé as T was known to that
‘Gentleman only by my pubhcatzons ; ‘and his offer of
affiftance was fpontaneous.

-

“ b e e S
[ R d T ey ]
& it ¢ al e A S



1.

CONTENTS.

PERIPLUS of the ERYTHREAN SEA.

PART I
Book the Third, ARABIA - - « Page 229
Book the Fourth, IND1IA = - - 335
SEQUEL Zo the PERIPLUS =~ = - - - 471
~— .

DISSERTATION L

On the SINE, the SERES, and the Termination of ancient Geo=

graphy on the Eoft - - - - 481
DISSERTATION IL
On the Tu-én:y-fwmtb Chapter of EZEKIEL - - 522
DISSERTATION IL
On the Navigation and Compafs of the CHINESE, by the Earl
4 | of MACARTNEY - - - - - 556
13 APPEN-






THE

PiEaREER EU'S: T
OF THE

ERTTHREJN SEA’

.:__:—

ARABIA

BOOK III.

L Jutroduction.—1l. Leuke Kome.—III. Petra, ngdom of Idumea,
Nabatbéans. LIV Voyages diftingui/bable in' the Periplis—N . The
" Qompafs —N1. Wealth of Arabia.~V11. Thamudeni and Canraites.
—VIIl, Burnt Yfland, Muoofa, Coaft of Vemen~I1X. Expedition of
Elius Gallus.~X. Straits_of Babel Mandeb, ancient Nauigation of
Sefoftris.— X1, Aden.—XI1. Arrangement of the Coaft of drabia
on the Ocean -—XIII. Kané.—XIV. Baj Sachalites, Hadramaut.
—XV. Dioftorida, or Socotra.~~XV1. Mofba and Omana.—
XVII. Ylands of Zenobius, or Curia Muria.—XV111. Saripis, or
Mazeira.—X1X. Wlands of Kalaius, or Suadi.—XX. Iflands of

Papias.—XXL. Sabo, Affabo, or Mogandon.~XXIl. Terédon, -

Apilogus, or Qboleh—XXIIL. Oriental Commerce by the Gulph of
Perfia.—XXIV. Cairo,—XXV. Crufades.—XXVI. Gerrba.—

XXVIL. Minéans. -—XXVIII Antiquity of Oriental Commerce —
XXIX. Conclufion. \

L. THE commerce of the Ancients between Egypt and the coaft

of Africa, with all that concerns their difcoveries to the

South, has been traced in the preceding pages ; and we now return

H H again

| \ y -~



230 PERIPLUS OF THE ERYTHREAN SEA,

again to Egypt, in order to take a frellh departure, and profecute
our inquiries till we reach their final boundary on the Faft. The
prefent Book will comprize all that concerns the commerce of Ara-
bia, both in the interior, and on the coaft.

The Peripltis is flill to form the bafis of our inveftigation ; but as
the object propofed is to give a general account of the communi-
cation with the Eaft, no apology is requifite for deféining the reader -
from the immediate contemplation of the work itfslf. A variety of
fcattered materials, all centring at the fame point, are to be collected,
before a comprehenfive view can be prefented, or an accurate judgs
ment formed ; and if this tatk can be executed with the fidelity and j
attention which the nature of the fubje® requires, the general refult
will be preferable to the detail of a fingle voyage, in the fame pro-
portion as a whole is fuperior to its parts. ; B

The commencement, then, of this fecond Voyage is again from
Berenike, and from this port there were two routes praifed in the
age of the author ; one, down the gulph to Mooza and Okeélis direc,
and the other, firft up to Myos Hormus, and then acrofs the gulph
by the promontory Pharan, or Cape Mahomed, to Leuké Komé
in Arabia. 'This latter route is the immediate obje@ of our con-

{ideration,

LEURE KOME

Il. Lruke KomE, or the White Village, I fhall place nearly at the
Mouth of the bay of Acaba, the Elanitick Gulph of the ancients’;
and

LA comparative table, containing the diffe- & Anville and M, Goffellin, will be given here-

rent diftribution of the ancient names, by M, - after; and 1 muft mention once for all, that
when
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and my reafons for affuming this pofition will be given at large in
their proper place. But to this village we are immediately directed
by the journal, after a paffage of two or three days from Myos
Hormus ; for here, we are informed, * was the point of commu-
« pication with Petra the capital of the country, the refidence of
¢ Malichas the king of the Nabatéans. Leukeé Komé¢ itfelf had the
¢ rank of a mart in refpec to the fmall veflels which obtained *
¢ their cargoes in Arabia’; for which reafon there was a garrifon
« placed in it under the command of a centurion, both for the
« purpofe of protetion, and in order to collett a duty of twenty-
“ five in the hundred *” [upon the exports and imports].

We obtain, in thefe few words, a variety of particulars highly
important to the fubje@ of our confideration’; for we find a native
king under the controul of the Romans, a duty levied updn the
trade of the natives, and the nature of the communication between
the port and the capital.  And if we now reflect that the intercourfe
with the capital was rather fixed here, at the mouth of the Elanitick
gulph, than either at Elana itfelf, or at Ezion Geber, we fhall dif=
cover the fame principle as operated on the Egyptian coaft, where
the communication was fixed at Myos Hormus rather than Arfinoé,
or at Bereniké in preference to Myos Hormus.

when T make ufe of M. Goffellin’s Refearches to him the old complaint, male fit illis qui
without mentioning his name, it is not to de- ante nos noftra dixerunt.

prive him of the honour of his difcoveries, but * apndopinss 3 literally, fitted out.

" becaufe it muft occur fo frequently that the $ In Albuquerque’s time, the foldan of
repetition would be offenfive. 1 had traced Egypt received cuftom upon {pices, and other
this coaft many years before the publication of commodities, at Judda, in the fame manner
M. Goflellin’s Recherches fur la Geographie as the Romans had formerly received them at
des Ancicns, 2 tomes, Paris 1998 ; and though Leuke Komée., Commentar, de A, d’Albu.
he precedes me in publication, I will notapply querque, p. . e 7

HH2 In
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In the age of the Penplﬁs, as thxs courfe was the lefs freqnentaé |

‘of 'the two, {0 is it apparent that the commerce. itfelf ‘was of lefs gy

importance ; the veflels: employed are Arabian, and the duty feems.
colleéted on them only poflibly the {hips, which touched here after
croffing from Myos Hormius, had paid the cuftoms in that port,
and made this harbour chiefly for the purpofe of aceommodation,,
or of afcertaining their route down the coaft of Arabia, - b
Very different is the idea that 1 conceive of: this trade while the
communication with Egypt was in the hands of the Arabians theme
felves, previous to the appearance of Ptélemy’s fleets upon the Red
Sea, ‘and . their immediate communication with Sabéa; for the

caravans, in all ages,” from Minéa* in the interior of Arabla‘ ami' 4

from Gerrha on the gulph of Perfia, from Hadramaut on the ocean,
and fome even from Sabéa or Yemen, appear to have pointed to
Petra, as a common centre; and from Petra the trade feems to have
been again branched out in every dire&ion to- Egypt, Paleftine, and "
Syria, through Acfinoé, Gaza, Tyre, Jerufalem, Damalcus, and
a variety of fubordinate routes that all terminated on the Medi~
terranean, ' : :
It is not confonant to the defign of this work to enter into any
commerce antecedent to hiftory ;. ‘but from analogy, from the magni~
ficence recorded of Ninevé and Babylon, from the ruing of ‘Thebes
ftill remaining, there is every reafon to fuppofe that the wealth and
power of thefe great cities arofe from a participation in this coma

merce; and that the Arabians were the carriers common-to themalls

| .t 4
¢ The pofition of the Minéi is dubioust from Muca, tom. ii. p. 116, ; Strabo places

Bochart fuppoles them to be in the ; vicinity of  Carana of the M,menm nest to the ins,,
Hadramaut 3 Goffcﬂm places them two days p. 768.

-3 gl This

:I l
\ L\
\
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This is a fa@& which will admit of proof as foon as hiftory com-
mences 3 but we may paufe a moment to obferve, that though the

‘Chaldéans and Aflyrians might have been navigators themfelves, as

the ‘gulph of Perfia opened a communication for them with the

_ Indian Ocean, and their works at Babylon and Teredon intimate

fome attention to the advantages of a naval power; flill the In-
dians®, Perfians, and Egyptians, feem to have been reftrained by

prejudices, either political or religious, from diftant navigation ; and -

though Perfia and Egypt manifeftly reaped the profits of an Oriental
commerce which paffed through thefe countries to others more
diftant, either on the north or on the weft, flill the common centre
was Arabia ® : the Arabians had no obftru&ions either from manners,
laws, habif§, or religion ; and as there is every proof that is requi-
fite, to fhew that the Tyrians and Sidonians were the firft mcrchants
who introduced the produce of India to all the nations which encir-
cled the Medlterranean, fo is there the f’crongeﬁ evidence to prove,
that the Tyrians’ obtained all thefe commodities from Arabia.

5 The religion of India forbids the natives non fi riceve per teftimonio, ne quello che
to pafs the Attock : it ie the forbidden river. naviga per mare.

And if their rcligion was the fame formerly as
it.is now, th;y could not go to fea; for even
thofe who navigate the rivers muft always cat
on land.—The Perfians, if their religion was
that of Zerdufht, could not go to fea; for the
Guebres, who build [the fivelt fhips in the
world at Bombay, muft never navigate them.
The Egyptians did not only abhor the fea
themfelves, but all thole likewife that ufed it,
Gollellin Recherches, tom. il p. g6. Diod.
lib. i. p. 78. See alfo Marco Polo, lib. iii.

¢ 20. Ed. Ranmufio: quello che bee vino

Linfchotin in Purchas, vol. iii. p. 1765.
writes, ¢ the Abexiins [ Abyflinians] and Ara~
bians, fuch as are free, do ferve in all India
for faylers or feafaring.men.”

¢ Plin, lib. vi. ¢. 28. Arabes in univerfum
gentes ditifime, ut apud quas maxime opes,
Romanorum Parthorumque fubfidant, venden-
ubus qua a mari aut_{ylvis capiant, nihil in-
vicem redimentibus.

7 See Herodotus, who fays the name of

- Cinnamon is from the Phenicians.
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PETRA. I{INGDOM OF InUMﬁA. NABATHEANS

I, Bur if Arabia was thc cetm'e of this commerce, Petra® was
the point to which all the Arabians tended from the three fides of
their vaft peninfula®: here, upon opening the oldeft hiftory in the
world, we find the Ihmaelites, from Gilead, conduding a caravan

of camels loaded with the fpices® of Indi, the balfsm and myrrk of

Hadramaut ; and in the regular courfe of their trafﬁc, practedmg to
Egypt" for a market. The date of this tranfa@tion is more than
feventeen centuries prior to the Chriftian era; and, notwntbﬂamiing
its antiquity, it has all the genuine features of a caravan croﬂiug the
Defert at the prefent hour, b
It 18 this confideration, above all others, whmh makes the Petra
we have arrived at with the Deripliis, an objeét the moft worthy of
our curiofity ; fo;* Petra is the capital of Edom ot Seir, the Iduméa
or Arabia Petréa of the Greeks, the Nabatéa, confidered both by
geographers, hiftorians, and poets, as the fource of all the precious
commodities of the eaft. = And as Iduméa is derived from Edom, or

* Agatharchides Hudl p. 57, Tl xol
oty Thahachm« o« o« fis o Teficiion xeel Mivriod, weel
wdyits U whnelor Exevees s &xﬁw;”!\pa":z;, oy T
ACusurty, 0 Neyoe, xwd i Qopria & wpds Widla
Gimpuivrdy WED TR XWine-whs diw sandptey, | And
Pliny, lib. vi. c. 28.1 huc convenit bivinm
cornm qui Syrie Palmyram petiere et coram
qui ab Gazs veniunt. Andagain : in Pafiti-
- gtis ripa, Forath, in quod a Petra conveniunt.

® The fea coaft of Arabia is mere than

500 miles.
10 In the thirteenth chapter of Exodus the

fpices of India, and the gums and odours of

| 6

Ajabin, are mentioned by name ; and it Is not
affuming too much to fuppofe, that the fpices
here mentioned are from India alfo: the term.
aled is PR3], Necoth, shich f f'gmﬁca any

thing bruifed or brayed in a mortar, as fpices
are reduced in order to ufe them with ousr
food. ?"1)' Tferi, is a gum or balfam; and

BY, Lot, is the fame, evidently marking the
produce of Arabia, See Parkhurft in voco. = .
See alfo Gen. xzv. 18.5 and thedanda Al
Origin of Nations, Pe 2100 4
2 Genelis, xxxvii. 25

Efau
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Efau the fon of Ifaac, {o is Nabatéa deduced from Nebaioth the fon
of Ithmael ; and Efau married Bafhemath ', the fifter of Nebaioth.
Little refpect as has been paid to the genealogies ™ of the feripture
by fome writers of the prefent day, it is ftill. to be confidered that
the Bible may be tried by the rule of hiftory as well as infpiration,
and that the traditions of the Arabians are in harmony with the
writings of Mofes; for they as univerfally acknowledge '* Joktan,
the fourth from Sheni’, as the origin of thofe tribes which occupied
Saba and Hadramaut, that is, Yemen and the incenfe country ;
and Ifhmael the fon of Abraham, as the father of the‘families that
fettled in Hejaz, which is Arabia Deferta; as they do Edom for the
anceftor of the Iduméans, who occupied Arabia Petréa. Thefe form
the three*’ general divifions of this vaft country and nation, as ex-
traordinary for the prefervation of its manners, as its liberty ; and
which is continuing at this day to fulfil one of thofe prophecies

which aflure us of the truth of that Hiftory in which thefe families

are recorded. :

The name of this capital, in all the various languages in which it
occurs, implies a rock ", and as fuch it is deferibed in the Scriptures,
in Strabo, and Al Edrifli ; but it is a rock fupplied with an abundant

* Gen. xxxvi. 3.

3 Sce Gibbon, vol. vi p. 179. note 21,
and p. 197.

' Gen. x. 26, 27. the fon of Jo&tan. Ha-
zarmaveth is equivalent to Hadzrmauth, or
.Hadramaut.

*# The Arabians divide their country into
five, taking in Oman and the eaftern fide,
under the name of Aronda or Jemama, and
making a diftinét part of the Tehamaor.country

below the mountains, See Reifke Ind. Geog,
in Alfilfedam.

** Thomud gives a name to the Thamy-
deni of the Greeks in this neighbourhiooad, and
is fufficiently acknowledged by the Oricntal
writers. The fprings of Thomud might give
rife to a river, which Pliny mentions, lib. vi.

‘c. 18, and which d’Anville carries into the

Lake Afphaltis,

] ¥
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fpring of water; ftyled Thomud ™ by the Nublan, which gives. 1t a

diftin@tion from all the rocks in its vicinity, and conﬂ::tutes it'a

fortrefs of importance in. the Defert.  Strabo did not vifit it hlmﬁﬂf -

but defcribes it from the account of lns friend Athenoddrus the phi-
lofopher..  Athenodorus fpoke with great admiration of the people,
their civilized manners and quiet difpofition,. The government was
regal; but it was the cuftom for the fovereign to name a minifter *%,
who had the title of the king’s brother, in whofe hands the whole
of the power ' feemed chiefly to refide : fuch a minifter (or vizir,

as we ﬂzou!d‘now call him) was Sylleus in the relgn of Obodas'-

and Aretas, w ho makes {o, confpicuous a figure in the hn[’cory of
Jofephus, and who was tried and executed at Rome, accordmg w
Strabo, for his treachery to Eliug Gallus.

' bourhood. Petra, he fnys, is Errakym, the

7 The names are
’ fame a8 the Rekeme or Rakim of Jofephus.

' Rekams Numbers, xxxic 8. Jofhua, xiif, 27.

j Bocharty Canaan, lib.i. ¢ 44.
. Rakim. '
Rokom.
Rekemé.,
A Rekemd ; quee Greecis vocatur Petra.  Jo-
ierer) “{ephus,
Arke. | Jolephus.
Sela from yhp, arock. Heb,

Hagar, a rock, Arab®. Herbelot in voce,
=1, Har, | Heb,

Arak, Karak, Krak de Montreal. Crufaders.
Petra, 2 Rock. Greek,
The Rock, pre eminently. Jerem xlix. 16.
See Blangy in loco,
But fee Schultens {Index Geog. ad vitam
Saladini), where he informs us that Hagar
and Krak are not Petra, though in the neigh-

cpith

‘See Vac Caraccha, Errakimum, &Jwbq:h
ibid." The miftake of one for che other he im.
putes to Bernard. Thefaurarmx de Acquifit,
Terrz Sanéle, xxii. 2. 5. [t is in Jag, 31°
30’ ¢ Abilfeda.
more (than $7 miles from Aila, which he
pleces i 29® 8 of ; but Schaltens fays, Petra
is i 25° 30" o f'mm Abilfeda ; if fo, it is
only 25 Roman miles from Aila. Carak is
mentioned as well as Hagjr, by Abilfeds,

Reilke, p- 43, where the Moflems were de-

feated in their firll confliét with the R,om-anc.
In the route from Gaza to Karak there are
{Lill the ruins of thirty villages, and remuing of
. buildings, pillars, &c. indicating the former
. wealth of the copntry. Volney Syria, p. 212.

' jrirpords, as liverally a wimir as it cag bé'

rendered.
#3 Jofephue Antiq. xvis P. 734+

ad i

b b

Which, if true, makes it no j

Mofe; '
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- Mofes was forbidden to moleft the fons of Edom in his paflage
through the wildernefs ; but that there was then a confiderable com-
merce in the country we have reafon to conclude, from the conquelt
of Midian °, in its neighbourhood, by Gideon®’, not many years
after ; when gold is deferibed as abundant among the Midianites, and
their wealth in camels a proof of the traffic by which they fubfifted.
In the reign of David, Hadad * the prince of Edom was driven out,
and Hebrew garrifons were placed in Elath and Ezion Geber, where
Prideaux fuppofes that David commenced the trade of Ophir ™,
which was afterwards carried to its height by Solomon. -

And here, perhaps, it will be expecied that the trade to Ophir
fhould be examined, which has fo much divided the opinions of
mankind, from the time of Jerom to the prefeat moment; but as I
have nothing decifive to offer upon the queftion, I fhall only ftate
my reafons for accedin‘g to the opinion of Prideaux and 'Goffellin,
who confine it to Sabéa.
~ For I neither carry Ophir to Peru with Arias Montanus, or to
Malacea with Jofephus, or to Ceylon with Bochart, becaufe I con-
fider all thefe fuppofitions as founded upon no better evidence than

the finding of gold in thofe countries ; but our choice muft lie be-

2® Midian is the country of Jethroy on the
Elanitick Gulpls, called Madien by the Arabs,
and Jethro, Scicaib. Al Edrifi, p. 109.
 ** Judges, viii. 24. the people are called
- Hhmaelites, Gideon for his reward demanded
the ear-rings of the men, and the chains on
the cameli’snecks : the decoration befpeaks
the value of the animal, =
** Hadad fled into Egypt for protetion,
a proof of the conneélion between the two

countries ; and his marriage with Pharaoh’s
daughter proves his rank and eftimation.
1 Kings, xi. 19, He attempted to recover
Edom in the Jatter end of Solomon’s reign.

*3 David had treafured up three thoufand
talents of the gold of Ophir, 1 Chron, xxix. 4. ;
but this does not prove the voyage, for the

. gold of Ophir was a common expreflion.  See

Job, xxii, 24+ xxvi. 16. Plalms, &c. &c.
Ixv. g. Sce Prideaux’s Conncétions, p. 4+

1T ftween

G,
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tween the coaft of Afmca and Sabém Montefqmeﬁ Bruce, andi
d’Anville, have determined in favour of Africa, prmc;pu}ly, I think,
becaufe gold has always been an export from that country, while
the precious metals were ufually ca.med to Sabéa, to purchafe the
commodities of the eaft. I allow great weight to. this argument 5
and I admit the probabzl:ty of d’Anville’s fuppo{' tion, that the Ophir
of Arabia might naturally produce an Qg}nt on the coaft of Africa,
which fhould, by an eafy etymat'ogy, pafs into Sophir, Sophar, Sg-
pharah el Zange, or Sophala; but I by no means fubferibe to the.
fyftem of Bruce, which ke has difplayed with fo much learning and
ingenuity ; and which he thinks eftablifhed by the difcovery of an.
anomalous monfoon prevailiog from Sofala to Mclinda, A fenfible **
writer has denied the exiftence of any f{uch irregularity, and appeals _
to Halley *, Parkinfon, and Forreft; and if the irregular monfoon
is annihilated, nothing remains in favour of his hypothefis but the
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M In the Gentleman’s' Magazine, 1793  connt :ﬁéiir;ai, wary (Gt i windy are muck

p- 222.

* Halley’s account is to-be found in the
Philofophical Tranfadiions, 1686, p. 1553
which he fays, that in the fouth welt menfoon

the winds are generally mare foutherly on the.

Afvican hd{, and more welterly on the Indian.
Bo far heds (.rr:.&ly adverfe ta Bruce's fg_{teE)
but be adds, that néar the African coaft

tween it avd the Ifland of Madagalcar, and-

then¢e to the northward as far as the line,
from April to O&obier there 15 found a con-
Rant Freth 8.5.W. wind, which, as you go
more portherly, becomes fill more weflerly.
What winds blow in thele feas durmg the
other haif year, from Oétober to April, is not
ealy to learn, becanfe navigators always refurn
from India without Madagafcar ; the only ac-

eaflerly bercabouts,’ and as often do the north of
the true call, as 1o the /&u(bwara’ of it.

The laft fentence is all that Bioce has to
boild his anomalous monfoon on 3 and it dues.
not. prove an anomalous monfoon,, but a fuc-
tuation in the regular one.

¢ The weft winds begin the ficft of April
“ at Socotora the caftern-monfoon the 1 3th,
é uf\O&uber continues Ul April, then fair.
< weather till May. Neither have they more.
“ than two monfoons yearly : wefl movfoon.
¢ blows at Socotora all fouth; aft monfoon;
¢ il north.  After the 25th of September:
¢ (hips cantot depart from the Red Sea eaft:
“« ward.” Purchas, vol. it 193 I{eelmga,
Voyage.

=

N
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duration *® of the voyage. The duration it fhould feem eafy to
account for, upon a different principle; for the navigators were
Phenicians, and we learn from Homer ™ their method of conducing
bufinefs in a foreign port. They had no faGtors to whom they
could confign a cargo in the grofs, or who could furnifh them, on
the emergence, with a lading in return; but they anchored in a
harbour, where they were their own brokers, and difpofed of their
cargoes by retail.. This might detain them for a twelvemonth, as
it did in the inftance to which I allude ; and if the Phenicians traded
on the Eaftern Ocean, as they did in the Mediterranean, we may
from this caufe affign any duration to the voyage which the hiftory
requires. '

But my reafons for adhering to the opinions of Prideaux and Gof-
fellin are, firft, that Ophir is mentioned ** with Havilah and Jobab,
all three {ons of ljoktan ; and all of them, as well as Joktan, have their
refidence in Arabia Felix, moft probably beyond the Straits; and
fecondly, becaufe the voyage to Ophir feems in confequence of the
vifit of the queen of Sheba to Jerufalem: it is immediately {ub-
joined ** to it in the fame chapter ; and Sheba is Sabéa ™, or Arabia
Felix, as we learn with certainty from Ezekiel *'. It is particularly

added,

26 Pliny, on a much fhorter diftance, that ters of Sabéa, He gives a very rational ac.
is, from Azania to Ccila or Okélis, makes the count of the trade of thefe Homerites, or
voyage five years. Lib. xii. 1g. Sabéans rather, with Africa, for the fpices

27 Odyfley, o 454 which the queen of Sheba brought ; their in-

28 Genefis, x. 29. tercourfe with the Red Sea, Perfia and India,

3 1 Kings, x. 10, 1. See Goflellin Re-

cherches, tom. ii. p. 121, and Voloey, Syria, .

p. 170.

3¢ Cofmas Indicoplenites fuppofes the queen
of Sheba to be the queen of the Homerites;
that is, in his age, the Homerites were maf-

and Zingium or Zanguebar ; with the gold ob-
tained thence by the Abyflinians, and brought
into Arabia, as it is to this day. ~ See Cof-
mas in Melch. Thevenot, vol. i, p. 7.

3t Ezek. xxvii. 22. ¢ The merchants of
¢ Sheba and Raamah, they were thy mer-

12 é chants ¢

o2 |
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added, thar the royal vifitant brought a -pi‘ef@fritrof -fgice_s:;_; 8 dmm -

were no fuch fpices as the queen i

-ofT'S‘dﬁéba;ﬁgaxe o I-._S"t'ﬂ_omt;p SR

[ do not wifh t6 conceal an objection to thi fuppoficion ; which is,
though they are taxed, that {pices are never mentioned as an article of
importation from Ophir, The produce of the voyage is é;ald, filver,
ivory, almug-trees , apes, peacocks, and precious ftones. Bat as ony
the one hand this failure in the invoice will argue much more forcibly

againft any of the mote diftant

Ophirs which have been affumed , for

on the other, it is no proof againft Sabéa, that feveral of thefe artia

cles are not pative 3, for thefe, and

many mere than are enumerated,

would cértainly-be found in Sabéa, if the Arabians were,-.ha?iggmt_;;.. 7

in that age, as we have every reafon to fuppofe they were.

i

The evidence that Solomon obtained gold: from Arabia_is ex-

prefs 3 and as our early authorities

among the Deba™ of Hejaz; fo may we conclude th

notice gold as a native produce

of Aftica always found its way into Yemen through Abyllinia, as -

it does at this day. The import
as high as the reign of Solomon,
of Prolemy Philadelphus, king of
teftimony of Ezekicl and Ariftea

——.

% chants: they occupiedin thy fdirs [marts]

« with chief of all fpices, and with, all pre-

“ cious flones and golds”? n this paffuge the

introduttion of ‘gold from Arabia is fpecihic,

and e three articles are the fame as they .
continued to be in the reign of Ptolemy Phi-

Iadelphus.  Sce Arittean,. | e

3% 5 Chron, ix. . from Gofféllin..

33 Almng and Algum are both read ' in

feripture; and Shaw, p. 4:2. cites the opi-

mion of Hiller, in his Hieropbyticon, that.

22

filver to Solomon.

of gold, therefore, we carry up
and: bring: it down tothe time
Egypt ; for we learn, from the
s, that fpices, precious. ftones,.

. and:
0y s Agal Gummimy s, liquidorum .

guttee, gum. But in feripture the wood dogs

not appear to be brought for its guin, but for
ufe; and mufical inftroments svere made of it ,
1 Kings, x. 12., as Bhaw obleryes, who fup-
poles it to be eyprets, Rill wled by the Irta-
liang for that purpole. ¢ 'z Chron. ix. 21, *
% Deb is faid to fignify gold) i Arabick.
All the kings of “Arabia brought  gold and
2 Chron. 1%, 14«

35 Tiow B wadlos wa sn apafudiver, ws M
; HOAVF I,
i |] |
{ {
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and’igdld_;,.-_;-v"v.er'é'« brought by the Arabians * into Judea. I do not
wifth to Ia}f“more ftrefs upon this teftimony than. it will bear; but

it is mpt_-uﬁlreaibmﬁle ‘to fuppofe, that the circumftances of this,

commerce were fimilar, in an early age, to thofe of a later period.
The removal of thefe dificulties will thew the inducement which

perfuades

me to joinin opin'ion with Prideaux and Goflellin, upon:

a queltion that has been more embarrafled by bypothefis, and dif-

tracted by erudition, than any other ‘which concerns the commerce-

{,

of the ancients, T

The participation of Hiram in this concern is founded upon:
neceflity as well as policy ; for if Solomon was mafter of Iduméa;.

the Tyrians were cut off from Arabia, unlefs they united with the
poflcffors; and whatever profit Solomon might derive from the im-

port, the whole of ..the.-.e_':iport- on the Mediterranean would be-to:

the exclufive emolument of Tyre. Here the Greeks found the

commodities of the eaft, or received them in their own ports from-

the hands of the Phéhicians ; for they were not allowed to enter
the harbours of Egypt till the reign of Pfammetichus ; and the very

morvTersy xal XPTEOY wepenepd s B i
CApdlur u; viv wéwov.  Atifteas, p. 40, Ed.
Wells, Oxon. 1602.. If Arifteas is not good
._‘g}jr_id_cnu:'fur the Septuagint verfion, his tefti
‘mony may be taken for the tranfactions of the
age in which he lived. T imagine this to be
.the fame commerce as is noticed by Strabo
(lib. xvi. p. 81.), where we learn that the
"Fyrians traded through Rhinocolira to Petra
and Leuké Kome. Harris (vol i p. 379.)
fuppofes the Tyriavs 1o be mafters of Rhino-

cgliira 3 which knowledge he feems to draw .

from Pyideaux (Con, part ii. p. «6.'& part i.
Py 7:) + but if it depends on the 'paflage of

3

Strabo, it does not follow that the Tyrians
were malters of the place, however their trade
paffed through it. But Rhinocolira, by its
fituation on the limits of Phenicia and Egypt,
was certainly adapted in a peculiar manner for
keeping open the communicatiqn. Prideaux’s
account of Iduméa and this trade (part i. pa7.)
is highly accurate and comprehen)ve; but we
have no date of the faét recorded by Strabo.

3 g iy "AgalBur, perhaps, through the coun.
try of the Arabians. Agatharchides is alfo

an evidence in favour of the exportation of

_gold from Arabia : dror max/yguaoy Ty Throdspauise

Tupiay mizomiaay, P. O4.

names.

L
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names of the articles they obtained werc derived ﬁmm the Phw—
ciang, as we are informed by Herddotus . - J

The poﬂ'eiﬁon of Iduméa by the kings of Tudah conﬁnued litﬂé
more than an hundred years, to the reign of jehmm, when the
Idum&ans. tevolted ®, and were not again fubdued il afeer an’ in-
terval of cighty years, in the reign of Uzzia . Seventy years
after this, the Syrians* feized-upon Elath; and here terminates the
trade of Ophir, in regard to Ifracl; and probably in regard té?Tyre,
with the caprure of that'city, about an hundrcd and ﬁxty yecars
later, by Nebuchadnezzar.

Whether Nebuchadnezzar over-ran Iduméa, is a qm:ihou that
hiftory* has not refolved; or whether he befieged Tyre with any
view of opening a communication with the Mediterragean, is equally
unknown ; but that hie had fome plan of commerce on the gulph of

Perfia in contemplation, we may judge from a curious fragment of

Abydenus*’, which informs us, that he raifed a mound or wall to

CLE v h‘ mmpu;.m tnr riinu sab,uww"n;ov
Ayl s p.u e vl Rohy TR T
fp:@wa iy i :x,um T T P oansg &
Myt ptyena;. Doplen mm;es " x«.p@m, Ta 7 np.ng

L el Gosbiaiy jaadiiirss KOs o m?wp.!?, fib. il

P 253:

« The ¢innamon is fill more extraordinary;
# for where it grows, or what country pro-
4 duces it, they caunotfay ; only the report
¢ is; that birds bring thes little rolls of the
i¢ bark which we, from the Phenicians, call
« cinnamon.” Herodotus fuppoles it, indeed,
2o come from the country where Dionyfus,
or Bacehus, was born, that is, India; though
there is a fable that he was bora in Sabéa:
bat i progrels is clearly marked through

od 4

EPT o P PR = NS T I

' confine

Arabis to Tyre, and thence into Greece with
1its Tytian name.

g Rings, viti. 224

iv 2 Kings, xiv, 22.

g K.mgs, %vi. 6.

4% 1t is haghly probable, from the woe of
Edom in the 4gth chapter of Jeremiak.

4% Scaliger Emend. Temp Fragm P13,

NﬁCon&erupa, B A"mmhﬂ Wﬂ.}x&
iEivaye e wipa: Budpdren, oy o1l emwxw-: 5
aah o Bpodpss Saddooms oy rrfx:\umr weeh T;FaMu
widay Demios s s A;:acm SaSnde.

"There feems alfo to be another caval men-
tioned by the name of Akrakanus, and 2 bafon
above the city of the Sipparerians; and that
thefe were all (ormed with a commercial view,

e
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confine the waters at the mouth of the Tigris **; that he built the city
of Terédon, to flop the incurfions of the Arabs; and opened the
Naharmalca in Babylonia, which unites the Tigris with the Eu-
phrates. _Thefe tranfadtions may lead us to fuppofe that this con-
queror would turn his attention to Iduméa, and the gulph of Arabia,
as well as to the Perfian Gulph and Tyre ; and if he did, the con-
queft would have been e.afy, either when he was ‘in Jud€a, or

during his march into Egypt.
From this time till the death of Alexander we have no account of

Iduméa ; but foon after that event, we meet with two expeditions of
Antigonus dire@ed againft Petra ; one under Athenéus *, and another
by his fon Demétrius.  Both had an unfortunate termination ; but

the country was flill haraffed by the rival fovereigns of Syria and:

Egypt, experiencing the fame fate as Judéa, from its fimilar fitu-

ation between both; fometimes fubje@ed, and fometimes free ; till:

there arofe a dynafty at Petra, parallel to the Maccabees at Jeru-

falem ; and, like them, partly independent and partly under the in-

fluence of the more powerful monarchies on either fide.

Babylonian monarchy ? The continuance of it
in-after-times we learn from Nearchus, Strabo,
&c.3 and when Trajan was here, in the Par-
thian war, he Faw!? pellel fetting fail for-India,
which excited io ¥ mind the remembrance of
Alezander, and-a defire of invading India, if
he had not been {o far advaneed in years, —

we may judge by what Arrian fays of Te-
sedon: *“that it was, when Nearchus arrived
* there, the mart to which the merchants
¢ prought their libanon, and other odorife-
4 rous drugs, from Arabia.” Arrian, hb. gg. ;
P 357 mfﬂm,, R ) M.-.?.wr&p TE OO TS
ipmophis -rng & Tpmopow. drywisesy xed o anhe it

&J;unpwmf n .t\_p:aJ:w o wpu. This (Zumwopin 'yn)
mercantile country may be {fuppofed equivalent
to Granej and the whole correfponds with the
traffic which now exifls between Grane and
Bafra; fo conflant is the nature of this com-
merce, from the time of Nebuchadnezzar to
the prefent hour. Have we not therefore a
vight ta affume it in ages antecedent to the

Xiphilinus in Trajano,
3 Tt is called the inundation of the Eryth-
rean Sea, and is in reality at Alphadana, in

the mouth of the Shat el Arab; in which.
“neighbourhood mounds of this fort are Rill pre

ferved. See Voyage of Nearchus, p. 436.
4% Diodorus, lib. xix, p. 391,

Lgive
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1

1 give the fc!lowmg catalagt‘fe of Soveretgrrs, as ‘well s ﬁ’We'

heen able to colle it from jofepbus, without vouching for the

correéinefs of the ex;raét or ﬁippeﬁng the lift 2o be complete s but

fuch as it is, it will eIuc1d.1te the cémmerce which has ‘been proved

to exift in this country, and bring ‘the hiftory of it down toithe

per:od when the Romans obtained an' influence in the govem:ﬂen’c
and the command of the coat; in whxch ftate it was found by the
Author of the Peripliis: |

Years before The two expeditions of An‘tagouus into. Iduméa,

hrit,  f :
e nearly as we can ftate them, were undertaken in

3250 ; .'! !
'30)3 { ' the years before our era, 300 and 308, . i

Malchus *—is the firft king of Iduméa at Petra, men-

and the 1 Maccabees, xi, 30.): he is ﬁgled S:maj-
cue; and had prote@ted Antiochus VI rcﬂon:d to

144. (= ‘the thione of Syrta, in 144, by ondotua, calle&
- Tryphon. .

A'retas—aflifted the city of Gaza beﬁeged by Alexander

126, ¢ Sebina, about the year 126. (Jofephus Antig. §95.)

¢; Mek, Mdek, Mahk (Arabk), are all /' Theophanes, p. 124, mentionsan Arethas,
wy e \anuo 496, 5§56. 558, p: 20

from 1’?.‘9’ &g hmada regnrd = f = Perhgapasts:verisunrpof Ehfft princes wag
A'retas, _Rc Jofephus, lib. xiv. cap. 2. 4. i fryled Majchus, o Malickius, #he ng bat
and lib. i cap. 6 Bd"J‘“d_‘ where be men- T pyudis o g proper name, though Dara is faid
+ tions the conduét of A'retas in regard to Hyr- o fgnlfy Biig, Emp:mr. - okl S Mal.
canus and Ariflobllus. See alfo the Univerful cue is fome currupuon or other af Malchus
H.iil. vol. vii, dol. ed. i Fhny, vi. 2 .Stmbo, A'retas 15 the Greck form of El Haretlch, as
Dmdmj e r.__516. a0, 730.  Trajan in Ara— Amlpatcr is of Antipas. Fl Harcff&h occurs
bia, Dio: xvifl. 777, And Sevetus. Dioin - opien, ' Mahomet marvied the daughter of an_
S 500/, 943, ' El Haretfch.. Abulfcda. Rczﬂle, P43

Obodas

£ A
f;n} L\

tioned by Jofephus (Antiq. p. 569. Fudfon’s ed“ -

TR el
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¥eans before { O'bodas*—is either the fame as A'retas, or his fucceffor
B - within the year: he defeated Alexander about the
125, | year 125. (Jofephus Antiq. 596.)

: Arretas II.—is the king to whom Hyrcanus, of the fa-
mily of the Maccabees, high prieft and king of
Judéa, fled, when driven out by Ariftobulus.
Al'retas reftored him with an army of 50,000 men,
.about the time that Pompey came to Damafcus in

63. the' Mithri:iatic war, in the year 63. In this reign
commenced the conne&tion of the Maccabees with
Antipas, or Antipater, the Iduméan, and the father
of Herod, which terminated in the deftruion of
the whole family. (Jofephus Antiq. 608, 609.)
Pompey took Petra (Dio, Latin copy, p. 23.) ; and

* from that Period the kings of Iduméa were, like the
other kings in alliance with Rome, dependant,
obliged to furnifh auxiliaries on demand, and not
allowed to affume the fovereignty without per-
miffion of the fenate, and afterwards of the em-
perors. The interval between O'bodas and this
A'retas I have not been able to fill up.

Malchus II,—muft have commenced his reign before
the year 47; becaufe in that year Cefar was at
Alexandria, and Malchus is mentioned by Hirtius
as one of the allied kings to whom Cefar fent for
fuccours.  (De Bello Alexandrino, p. 1. Hudfon.

47.

%5 O'bodas is written Obéidas by Strabo, fame name as Abudah, familiar to every ear
and O'bedas by others.” It feems to be the as an Arabian name.

b K K Periplus,

g
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Years befote
Chrift,

39
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 Antigonus ; at which time Herod fled to Petra.

feated by Ventidius in the year 39 (Dion Caflius,

lichus by Jofephus. (Bel. Jud. ggo.)
year 24 ; becaufe in that year Elius Gallus invaded

and Sylléus, was tried at Rome and executed for his
| treachery, according to Strabe (p. 783.); but Jo-
' fephus fays, on account of charges brought againft
him by Herod, whole caufe was pleaded by Ni-
| colaus of Damafeus. - This trial did not take place
| till the reign of the fuceeffor of O'bodas. (Jol
Antig. 728, et fequ)' i s : : 0
| A’retas T1—ifcized the throne on the death of Obodas,
~ about the year 12, without applying to Rome for
the confent of the emperor (Jof. Antig. 736.);
and by that act incurred the difpleafore of Auguflus,

took place in this reign, who was accufed of poi-
' foning Obodas, and attempting the life of ATetas,
among the other charges brought againft him.” This
A'retas, or another of the fame name, was on the

¢ He was fined by Ventidius.  Dio, libs slviiiy 234+ Lat, eod.
throne

Periplus, p. 11.) ) This Ma_l'cfﬁus_'“ ‘was in Judéa
when the Parthians took Jerufalem, and reftored

. {Jofephus Antiq. 644.) The Parthians were Bk

Lat, p. 235.); and Malchus was ftill king in 30
(Jofephus Antiq. 648. 677-) 3 and he is ftyled Ma-

O'bodas TL.—muft have commenced his reign before the

Arabia, attended by Sylléus, minifter df Obodas

‘which however he appealed. The trial of Syliéus.
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Vears after  throne as late as the year 36 after Chrift, which is
Chgﬁ' the laft year of Tiberius ; for Vitellius, proconful
b " of Syria, was preparing to march into Iduméa, but
was ftopped by that event. (Jof. Antiq. 728. 736.
755.) It is in this reign we may place the vifit
of Strabo’s friend, Athenodorus, to Petra, who
found it, as defcribed above, in a civilized and
Eounﬂnng ftate. ;
A'retas [V.—whether another, or the fame as the laft, is
“dubious.

Much difappointment have I felt in not being able to difcover
“any fucceflor to. A'retas, in ]ofephus or ‘Lion Caflius; becaufe _
have great reafon to believe, that in his immediate fucceflor, or in
' the following reign, we fhould have found another Malchus, or
Malichus, the fame who is mentioned by the Periplis as the fove-
reign of Petréa, when the author frequented the port of Leuke
Komé. We learn, however, from this brief account, the com~
mencement of the Roman influence over this' government under
Pompey, and the continuance of it till the death of Tiberius; and
it will hence appear very evident, how a Roman garrifon was in-
troduced into Leuké Komé, and the revenues of the port diverted
from the poffeflion of the native kings iato the Roman treafury.
The immediate date of that tranfaion I cannot fix; for Elius
Gallus appears to have had littie knowledge of Leuke Kome till be
was conduéted ** thither by Sylléus ; and, as he returned from

4% But he flaid there all the latter part of fo r‘that he might well leave a garrifon there
the fummer, and the winter, Strab, xvil. p. 781.  at hig departure.

-

KK2 another

"-',-.’\:
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another port, he had not the oppﬂrtumty of leaving a garnfnn at
this hacbour before he embarked. This makes it highly probable
that the introdulion of this garrifon was in the reign of Claudius,

who evidently colleéted 4 revenue from the coaft of Arabia, as wz‘ :

learn’ from: the circumitances related by Plécamus, and might well
comménce his fyftem from the head of the gulph. :
It may be here obferved, that the princes of this dynaﬁy at E?etra

;re almoft umverfally called kings of the Nabatéans hy the hifto- .
rians; and the prevalence of this tribe of Nebaioth over the Idu~

méans is placed by Prideaux™, with his ufaal accuracy, durmg the

Babylom{h captivity, ' agreeing admirably with the exiftence of

their foveretgnty in the reign of Antigonus, and countenanced l?y
Strabo **, who mentions the cxpulﬁon of the Iduméans, If this,
therefore, be the ongm' of the dynaﬁy, its termination is in the
reign of Tra_]an, when Petréa was reduced into the form of a

Roman province™ by Palma

4¢ Prideans, Con. vol.i. p.g § ve] ii'p 155,

5 Strabo, lib. zvi. p. 760.

£t Under the name of szﬁma Tertia ;
there is a coin of Adian’s.

*5% See Xiphilinus Id. Bafil, p. 553+ in Tra-
jano, who mentions likewife, p. 557. that
Palma was afterwards put to death by Adrian,

53 It is evident ‘that the Roman power was
ncéver very firm in this province, at lealt under
the latter empire ; for Juflisian was ohhget.
to fubdue it after a confiderable lapfe of in.
dependence 3 and Procopmu, Cedrénus, and
Thebphanes, conﬁamly notice an A'rethas,
cither at Petra or in lduméa, who was con-
fidered as an Arab fovereign in the Roman
interell, in oppofition to an Al Mondar under
the prote@tion of Perfia. The feat of this Al
Mondar was at Hira, on the Bahr Nedjeff, a

I

, his heutenant o Snll under the

lake near the Euphrates [fee d’Amille’u M‘P" ;
of the Euphr. and Tigeis] ; and thefe Arnbfin

powers feem ufually to have been fer in mo-

tion by the Romans.and Perfians, whenever a

war was about to commence between the two
empires.  See Thcophancs Byz Hift. }»496
Univerf. Hift. p. 272. fol. ed. which fays,
Al'vetas is Al Hareth.  O'bodas, /Abd Wad,

Thebphaves exprelsly mentions the defeat of

an A'rethas; and thie reftoration of the tnbntc,

or cuftom, on India goods, anne 27, Anaftafi,
that is, the year 488. See all the year 556,

p- 203. where an A'rethas, the {heik appoint-

ed by the Romaos, cormplains of the Perfian

fheik Abar, fon of Al Mondar: another A're-
thaa, was with Behfarms iu Hauria, P_mcap.
Hil. Arcan. p. 8 2

"

latter
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latter empiré, we meet with an A'retas in Procépius ; and poffibly,
_ according to the fluctuating power of the empire, it was at times
"""fub_]ss& and again independent, according to the change of circum-~
ftances, till it was finally reduced by Mahomed in perfon. This is
a fa&@ fo fingular that, as I fhall make it the terminution of my
inquiries, ‘the reader will pardon a‘digreffion that is foreign to the
fubje@. For Mahomed marched againft this country with an army
of thirty thoufand men, of which one-third was cavalry : he took

Hagjr **, the capital of the Tfchamudites**; and John, the prefect’

of Aila*, fubmitted to pay a tribute of three hundred pieces of
‘gold*’. Now if Hagjr be not the Hagar of the Hebrews, the Petra
of the Greeks, it is at leat a hill fort in the fame country, and main-
tained the fame rank as the feat of government. Aila is the Elath
of the fcriptures, ftill at that period under the power of Conftanti-
nople (if we may judge from the name of John the governor), fo
late as the reign of Heraclius. This expedition is the more remark-
able, as it is the firft fuccefsful attempt of the Mahomedans beyond
the limits of the He_]az , and the prelude to the conquef’t of Syria

by

54 See note 17. of Mahomet, or in amplifying his courage, '
+55 The Thamydeni of the Grecks. his eloquence, and abilities as a ftatefman or a
5¢ Abilfeda Reifke, p. 52. general ; but at the fame time, notwith{tand-

57 Trecentos nummos aureos. If it is the ing this defe@ (which is radical), and not-

Roman aureus, the value varied, according to
Arbuthnot, fromi 1l 4s. 33d. to 165 134,

which admits a medium of twenty ﬂnllmgs

Aila was no longer the port of the trade of
Ophir. =

5% Sce Gﬂﬂ:on, vol. v. p-245. The fuper-

flition of a bigot never went to greater excefls
in defence of his faith, than the fanatici{fm of
philofophy has carried Gibbon, in fofl;cning
the vices, cruclty, hypocrify, and impofture,

withftanding the deteftable comparifons which
he infinuates, the extent of his refearch, the
ufe, fele¢tion, and arrangement of his mate-
rials, form one of the molt brilliant {pecimens
of his talents as an hiftorjan. In regard to
this lafl tranfaction of Mahomet, I apprehend

‘Gibbon is miftaken : he fays, the prophet re-

ceived the fubmiflion of the tribes from the
Euphrates to the Red Sea; but according to
Abilfeda, he fubdued Hagjr and Aila only;

' and

3|
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*by the immediate fuceeflor of the prophet.  This expedition, there-

fore, it was, which opened the way to all their fucceeding v;&nﬂel
over the declining power of the Romans in the eaft. 3 :
 This aceount of Arabia Petréa, from the time of the Patriarchs to
the rife of the Mahomedan power, is. effentially connefted with the
objc@ of the prefent work ; becaule the whole commerce of the
eaft originally pafied through this province to Phenicia, Tyre, and
Egypt; for the Minéans, who were the condu@ors of the caravans
from Sabéa to Hadramaut, and the Gerrhéans from the gulph of
Perfia, both poiated to this centre; and netmth&andmg that the
caravans decreafed in proportion to the advance of navigation, fill
Petra was a capital of confideration in the age of the Periplis: there
was flill a proportion of the trade pafled from Leuk¢ Komé to this
city, and its princes maintaived a rank fimilar to that of Herod in
Judéa, 1In all the fubfequent fuctuations of power, fome com-
mercial tranfadions™ are difcoverable in this province; and Wf
Egypt thould ever be under a cunhzed government again, Petrda /
would be no longer a delert.

‘Whether the Iduméans had been navigators previous to the time
of Solomon and Hiram ; and whether thofe princes occupied the
ports of Iduméa in order to turn this navigation to their own ad-
vantage, or were the firft to venture on it themfelves, muft be a

- matter of conjefure ; but that the Arabians of this province, or

more probably of thofe farther to the fouth, were the firft navigators
whom hiftory mentions, npon the Indian Ocean, is ev:dent ﬁrﬂ, _

and if the tribute was no more than goo aurei, %9 Tdfwr céume o s prp uw'l w0 Elscion
the conquell was of importance only as it Go; whboley a-:paé;a. Cedrcnua, 429, '
opened the road to Syiia. See Abilfeda, ~ Gaza, the key of the defert of Sina, a
Reifke, Liphie, 1754 p. 52. country very rich,

' f'rom
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from Nearchus ®, who found the traces of it on the coaft of Ga-
drofia; and, fecondly, from Agatharchides, who diftinctly mentions
the great fhips in the ports of Sabéa which traded to India; and if
the works of Eratofthenes® were extant, we fhould learn how the
Greeks obtained their knowledge to the eaft of Cape Comorin, be-

fore any fleets had failed from Egypt beyond the Straits of Bab-el-

mandeb. ,

But whatever previous fources of information we might trace, it
is from the Periplis itfelf that we can difcover no lefs than fix diffe-
rent courfes of the ancients in thefe feas, all prior to the age of the
author, or pra@ifed by different navigators at the time he wrote,

IV. VOYAGES DISTINGUISHABLE IN THE PERIPLUS.

I Tu: firlt is the voyage, defcribed in the two previaus books,
down the coaft of Africa to Rhaptum; fhewing that the Arabians
had fettlements in that country, before it was vifited by the Greeks
from Egypt.

% He found Arabick names of places, a
pilot to direct him, and veflels of the country,
at Apoftani, in the gulph of Perfia. See
Voyage of Nearchus, p. 351.

o* Marcian of Heraclea informs us, that
Eratofthenes took the whalc work of Timoft.
henes, preface and all, as it flood, and in the
very fame words: this confirms an opinion
- that I have already ventured to give, that
Eratofthenes was more of a geometriciau than
a geographer. Marcian, indeed, does not
fpcak very highly of Timolthenes, and yet,
by this account, it fhould feem that Eratoft-
henes’s knowledge of the Thine was frem

Timofthenes, who had commanded the fleet of
Ptolemy Philadelphus on the Indian Ocean,
and had gone farther down the coaflt of A-
frica than any other Greek of his age. See
Mareian in Hudfon, p. 64: he calls him
ApxiSeping 48 Swrépe Tlrospgis,  Strabe
ftyles him Nevepxe;. See Pliny, Hardouin,
p.332. Marcian mentions likewife Sofander,
a pilot, who wrote on India. Still there is
an obfcure knowledge of the Thinw, and the
Golden Cherfonefe, prior to all thele geogras
phers, as appears from the Treatife de Mundo
in Ariftotle, if that bz a genuin¢ work of the
philofopher.

IL. Secondly,

A
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IL * Secondly, we are informed of the two diftink éburfes with-

in the Gulph: one from Myos Hormus, acrofs the head of the

gulph to Leuke Kome, and thence down the Arabian coaft to Mooza,,

and another, from Berenike to the fame port dire@.

1L Next to this, we colléét a voyage from the mouth of the

Straits along the fouthern coaft of Arabia into the” gulph of Perfia,

_extending afterwards to Bahrem, El Katif, and Oboleh, in the Shat-

el- Arab.
. Then follows a paflage from the Straits to Tndia by tlaree

'dlEercllt routes ; the firfk, by adher})ng to the coafts of Arabia, Kar-
miénia, Gadrofia, and Scindi, to the gulph of Cambay ; the fecond,
from Cape Fartaque, or from Ras-cl-had, on the Arabian fide; and

the third, from Cape Gardefan, on the African fide, both acrol's the

ocean by the monfoon to Muziris, on the coaft of Malabar.

V.* After this, we muft allow of a fimilar voyage performed by
the Indians to Arabia, or, by the Arabians to India, previous to
the performance of it by the Greeks; becaufe the Greeks, as late
as the reign of Philomcter, met this commerce in Sabéa.

VI.* And laftly, we obtain an incidental knowledge of a voyage
which confirms all that has been advanced concerning the early
commerce of 'the Arabmns, previous, in all appearance, to every
account we receive from the Greeks, and conducted, certainly, by
the monfoon, long before Hippalus introduced the knowledge of

that wind to the Roman world.

- Periplls, pp. 12, 14. s Agatharchides npud Hudfon, PP 64.._
€3 Periplls, pp. 19, 20. 66. .1
s Peripliis, pp. 20, 21, 22, §2. 33. 66 Peripltis; pp. 85 9.

It
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It is thé"voyage between the oppolite coafts of India and Africa,
conneded certainly with the commerce of Arabia, but ftill capable
of being confidered in the abftra&, and proving, in my opinion at
" leaft, the poflible exiftence of this intercourfe in ages antecedent
to all that hiftory can reach. If it could be believed that the natives
of India had been navigators in any age, we might more readily
admit their claim in this inftance than in any other ; for the author
mentions, that the_imports into Africa are the produlion of the
in‘t;:_rior, from _Bal:ugéza and Ariaké; that is, from the coaft of
Cambay and Concan : and the articles {pecified confirm the truth of
his aflertion ; for they are, rice ™, ghee, oil of fefamum, cotton,
mh_ﬂins, fathes, and fugar: thefe commodities, he adds, are brought
fometimes in veflels deftined exprefsly for the coaft of Africa; at
other times, they are only a part of the cargo out of veflels which
are proceeding to another port, Thus we have manifeftly two
methods of Jdondu&ing this commerce, perfe&ly diftin& : one, to
Africa dire@ ; and another, by touching on this coaft, with a final
deftination to Arabia. 'This is precifely the fame trade as the Por-

tuguefe found at Melinda and Quiloa, and the fame conneéion.

with ‘Arabia ; and this is the reafon that the Greeks found cinna-
“mon, and the prodace of India, on this coalt, when they firft ven-
tured to pafs the Straits*, in order to feck a cheaper market than

Sabéa.
87 Periplis, p.g. - ' wewpara, Sathes,
é-‘.‘-m;,f!’Wheat. ‘u,i?u 6 mﬁd{wm,

epvluy Rice. ' | w0 Anylpeon Ty, } Sugar.
Gusyor, Butter, i e. Ghee. \ % The pafling of thefe ftraits is aferibed to
heiny mm;i,wm, Oil of Sefamum. Sefoftris by Herédotus and Dioddrus, which,
Ol {n Wf&xﬁ- C’otton Cloths, Muflin. if the whole hiltory of Sefoftris be a fable, is
n guwyparoymm, Cotton in the Wool, Rill a proof that Herédotus knew fome objet
for ftufiing Beds, &c.. was to be obtained by the attempt.  He adds
e (lib.

G,
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Sabéa. Stl“ it muﬁ: be dauhted

whether ﬂm cmnmems m con=

duéted by natives of India, or Arabians; for Arabians’ there were

on the coaft of Malabar, and in faeh numbers at Ceylon, that J
Pliny * repuefents* tlwm*as ma&em of tl:e caaﬁ, like: the.x Eﬂtopaaaa :

-{l'h ii. p. 109:)s that. Befoﬁm advmccd into
the Erythréen Sea till he was flopped by

“fhoals ; a proof to me, that he entered thcl
Bay Awalltes, and went no farther.  But .Dw-l'
é&rul (1ib 5. p. 6a.) cdrries him by %a o La
priefts convi€ied of an incoberence, -which:
I8y, 40 m‘.t.erval of near cleven thoufand years. |
" hetween the building of the Temple of Ptha.
by Meues,, and the adding a propyléum toie
This is abou; a duphcate of ghe,
ablurdity which would fivike the mind of ‘an

Todiaj' and by Jand, to the caflern’ coalt; of
Chipa: foJittle trouble does n; colt a0 ha&a-
van to convey his liero vo. the world”s end,
when e is not embarraffed with circomftances.
If any date could be affixed to the reign of
Sefoltris, if his conqaeﬁa could be reconciled

with the ‘hiftory of the nations he is faid to

have conquered, T fhould think it highly pm-
bable that he knew of an Indian commerce in

Arabia, ‘or Afiica, and wifhed to partake of

it ; and even ag the fa&t Rands, it appears as
if Herbdatus was Tilly jofkified in fuppoling;

that fome attempts, had bBeen made by the.

Egyptians to enter the Erythréan Sea.  But
the Egyptians feem to have attrituted all their

wonders to Sefoftris, as the Grecks did theirs.

to Hercules ; and it i5 as difficult te reconcile
the date of his reign to reafon, as the chro-

nology of the Egyptians to feripture.  The

truly learned and mofk excellent tranflator of

Herbdotus profefles his belief in feripture, dnd |

deprecates all conclafions: agaioft the ferip-
rures which may be drawd from His chrono-
Jogy: it is @ proteft of importance, becaufe
his firll date makes the eftablifhment of Egypt
13,566 years, and the' bn.u'lding of Memphis
$,352 years prior to the ct«tmn, agcording

to the Mofnical Hecount ; and it is: not with- -

eut a fenfe of the conitradiétion lha,tm read
the following werde: ¢ 11 ¢ik done conftant

7 ']r' ] [

4 que notre hiftorien 2 exé le Bdele mtergrgte _
| & des pr&treu Egyptiens, & gu'l o’y avoit ' pas
% la plis Vigere incoberence davs denr e

--.IP

Chronol, Herod, p. 222, 1ft edit. But M‘.
Larcher will fiot now be’ ‘averfe to fee thefe-

by Moeris.
Englilhman, if he were told that the dome of

8t. Paul’s was built by Adam, and the pbrucuu

added by Q'Ame

Since the time thab tﬁcfc obfcmugnn m '

made, we have another edition of Hcrédp;m

by the fame excellent tranflator, Wﬁa.) in the
s his. bt?".‘f in the

961h year of hm age;, re
feriptures, and recalls every thing in his works,

‘that may !'rema! a mtﬁrr mdency to the

hiftovy they contain. I vejoice in the addition.
of fuch a name 1o the catalogue of belicverss
¥ admirve the “foritude that mfpn’ed’the pros
feffion, and I mf& that the example will be
efficacious in.rec nﬂmg others to the trath.

% Pliny, b vi. ¢, 22. Mm..mdtm liber:
patris, ceteris, Arabum 3. that is,. the king re-
tained the native worfhip of the Indizn Bac-.
chus, ahove the Ghauts; whilg the inhabitants.
on the coalt were Arahlami, or had qmbmd
the fuperftition of the Arabians. '

The Portagucle made a Chriftian lnmg\ of:

Candy 3 but the Dutch and Englifhhave been
efs zeslous for their. faith thaw the Asabiagss.
cither when Idolators or Mahometans. ™

of
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of the prefent day, who have confined the native fovercigns to the
country above the Ghauts, and have poflefled themfelves of the
level towards the fea; fuch alfo was their fituation, though under
the name of Moors, or Mahometans, when the modern Europeans
met with them again upon their arrival at Calicut, where their in-
fluence over the native government long counteraéted all the power
of the Portuguefe. ! -

Thefe are the reafons which induce a fuppofition, that the whole
- of this intercourfe, on both fides, was in the hands of the Ara-
bians ”*; but it muft be left to the determination of thofe who have
been. refident in India, how far the fuperflition of Braminifm de-
fcends to the Parias, the lower cafts, or thofe who have loft all caft,
fo as to permit or forbid their venturing on the ocean. That there
was an ulterior commerce”* beyond Ceylon, is indubitable; for at
€eylon the trade from Malacca and the Golden Cherfonefe met the
merchants from Arabia, Perfia, and Egypt. This might poflibly
have been in the hands of the Malays, or even the Chinefe ™, who
feem to have been navigators in all ages as univerfally as the Ara-
bians, and both might profit by the prejudices which feem to have
_excluded the Hindoos from a participation in thefe advantages.

There appears no method of tracing this commerce through the
darknefs of the middle ages, but by the few {cattered intimations to
‘be colle@ed from Cofmas, William ”* of Tyre, Sanuto ”, Renaudot’s
Arabian Voyagers, and Marco Polo; but their general teftimony is

7° 1 find' this connection of Arabians with 1 Pimy, when he mentions the embafly
India fupported by Pocncke, Sir Wm. Jones, from Ceylon.
and Sir Wm. Oufeley. See Ebn. Haukal, 13 Mdrco Polo, lib. iii._e. 1. {peaks much
Pr DY : of Judian fhips, but they {cem to be Chinzfe,
73 See Bergeron Traité {ur la Navigation,

LE 3 in
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in favour of the préceding fuppofitions, and which, as L have ne
{yftem to maintain, I fhould abaudon as readily as I have adopted,
if ever the weight of evidence fhould preponderate againft them,
In the time of Marco Polo, the Arabians had not only encreafed on
the coaft of India, but made confiderable progrels in extending the
doétrines of the Coran: he mentions the trade from China ™ which
met the trade from the Red Sea, no longer in Ceylon, but on the
coaft of Malabar; and though he remarks that the Chinefe veffels
fometimes penetrated farther, even to Madagafcar, yer the central
mart is manifeftly in Malabar, and apparently at Calicut, where: the
Portuguefe found it wpon their ﬁrﬂ arrival.  Here, he fays, the
fhips from Aden obtained their lading from the Eaft, and carried
3t into the Red Sea for Alexandria, from whence it pa!fed into
Europe by means of the Venena.ns -

THE COMPASS.

V. How thefe vd?ﬁgés'%erc' performed in the feas of India or
€hina, without the compafs, is a circamftance fo extraordinary, that
many writers have rather affigned that inftrument to the Chinefe,
than f(uppofed it poflible that fuch voyages fhould be performed
without it. < Highly extraordinary it certainly is, that rhe Chinefe,
who now never go beyond the limit of Japan on the caft, Malacca
- on the weft, or Java on the fouth, fthould have failed to Madagalcar
in_the thirteenth century ; their knowledge muft in that age haye
# Lib, jil. ¢, 27: In the gth centory, the pqmmal, the trade centred there, M Poia.
age of Revaudot’s Arabs, the centre waf af  was in India in the 13th ceatury, 300 years

Coulam in Travancore.  After the eftablifhe later than Ceramperumal,
ment of the kingdom of Calicnt by Cerams

3 _ heen
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been proportioned to their adventures; and I ‘would not with to

conteft the point with thofe”* who would furnifh them with means
or inftruments to qualify them for the undertaking ; but Ramufio ™
is clearly of opinion, that Marco Polo did not bring this inftrument
from China; and that he did not know it himfelf, becaufe he never
mentions it. This negative evidence in regard to China, becomes
pofitive, according to Nicolo di Conti, in regard to India; for he
failed aboard a native veffel on the Indian feas, about the year
1420 ; and he fays exprefsly they had no compafs, but failed by
the ftars of the fouthern pole, the elevation of which they had the
art of meafuring ; and that they had alfo a method of keeping their
reckoning by day or night, with their diftance from place to place ;
that is, as we fhould fpeak in modern terms, they had a quarter-
ftaff or aftrolabe, and log, but no compafs.
- The date of this yoyage, fixty or eighty years previous to the
difcovery of Gama, makes it highly interefting ; and the information
is unique, for Nicolo failed on board an Indian™ fhip; and that the
" navigators made ufe of the fouth polar ftars, is a moft extraordinary
agreement with the account of Prolemy ; who fays, they navigated
7 Lovd Macartney is fully convinced that col Bussuro, ma fi reggono fecondo ché tros
the Chigefe compafs is not derived from the vano le detie flelle o alte, o balfe ; et quelto

Europeans : his reafons for this may be feen fanno con certe lor mifure che adoperano, et
in a paper with which he has furnithed me fimilmente mifurano il cammino che fanno di

(Appendix, No. 1.) ; and has obligingly per- giorno et di notte, & la dillanza che e da ua .

mitted me to publith with his name, luogo all’ altro, et cosi fempre fanno in che
76 See Dichiaratione fopra M, Polo, Ra- luogo firitrovano eflendo in mare, Ramufiog
mufio, vol ii. p. 17, vol. i. p. 344.

?! He was abfolved by Pope Eugenius 1V. ' ¥ fimilmente refers to the preceding claufe,
in 1444 of apoftacy, after having been in it means that they kept their reckoning, not
India 25 years ; fo that the date of his voyage, by the log, but by the flars, which is, in-that
in this inffance, may be from 1420 to 1430,  cafe, a knowledge of finding their longitude

?* 1l naviganti dell’ India fi governano colle as well as their latitude by. aftronemy.
ficlle del polo antartico . ... & non navigano

: the:
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the Tndian Oceun in’ his age by means of the Rar Cmobt:s, wb"x’ch
they callcd the Horfe. ' I fhould have been glad to find the mariners .
on boatd this thip hid been Arabians; but the defcﬁpuon ‘of the

veflel is characteriftically like thole which M. Pole failed in os'the

Chinefe feas, feparated into compartments, which ‘the ‘refpeftive
merchants on board hired each for himfelf and his property ; and
which were diftin@ly caulked, fo as to prevent a leak in one part -
aﬁ'eftirrg any other: fuch wveflels are ftill in ufe on ‘thﬁfé fcaa, ‘bm s
are more properly Chinéfe or Malay, than Indian. st

“ The teftimony ‘of N. di Conti is' dire@ againit ‘the ufe ﬁf the'
compafs in the fhips of India, but fill it is not conclufive aga;nﬂ'
the Chinefe; 'for Vettoman, or Batthema, in his paffage from
Borneo t0 Java, in' a ciampan, or {mall Chinefe veffel, exprefsly
mentions, that the pilot ™ had a compafs.  And this tefimony is of
greater 'importance, becaufe the date of his voyage from Borneo
muft be in 1503 or 1504, as he returned to Calicut'in 13506, when
Almeyda was viceroy. Now 1504 is feven years previous* to the
arrival ‘of the Portuguefe at Malacca : fo that the Chinefe could not
have had it from the Portuguele ; and if the fhips of India had it
not, they could not have received it through that medium of tom-
munication. = There is fomething very ftrong, likewife, againft their
receiving it from the Arabs, whom they might have mert at Calicut
in the fifteenth century; becatife, if the Arabs then ufed it, it was
in the form they derived it from Europe, and divided into thirty.'

78 Moderator navis pysidem, magnetemque, but if to the whle, it does not quite prove

- pee non paginam marinam,compluribus linels  whether Barthema had marked the ddf:rcnce
diftinftam, qua ventorum rationem infinuant, between 32 and 48 points, L
fecum, mars wyfirg attulerat. Grynzus in Bar- % The Portuguefe reached Malamﬁ n
thema, lib. wi. € 27." Ramufio, vol. i. p. 168. 1512. Dalrymple, p. 3. ColleGious.

More noftro (I think) refers to the fea card; .
: two
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two points ; whereas the Chinefe compafs is divided into forty-eight,
which feems almoft conclufive that theirs was an. original infiru-
ment, and not derived from Europe.

WEALTH OF ARABIA.

| WI. ArTER the recital of thefe cireumftances, it is ftill to be con=
fidered, that in the whole of what has been,Taid, it is intended to-
fpeak only in general terms : it is not meant to affert, that no fhips
went to India from Egypt before the reign of Ptolemy Philométor,

. or that no Greeks, in a later age, paffed beyond Ceylon to Bengal,.
or the Golden Cherfonefe ; but that the ordinary courfe of Oriental
commerce was condued in the way that has been ftated, there is.

every reafon to believe, and every evidence that is extant to prove.
The value of this commerce, in the hands of the Arabians, is
equally evident: their wealth was proverbial, and the particulars
of it are detailed by Agathirchides. But there is flill one point
in which the Arabians are effentially diftinguifhed from all the
furrounding nations, which, through their means, partook in the
commerce of the eaft; which is, that however oftentatious their
neighbours might be, the riches of the Arabians were all applied
to their private luxury and indulgence. In Perfia, and Chaldéa,
thofe vaft public works and edifices arofe, which aftonifhed the
travellers of the ancient world; and in Egypt, the ruins of the
Thebaid are an equal caufe of amazement at the prefent hour. In
a fecondary rank, Tyre, Jerufalem, Baalbeck, and Palmyra, furprize
us. with. their magnificence ; while in Arabia, hiftory fpeaks only

of

Yi
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of one public work, which was the Tank * at Mariaba ; and when
the head of that once failed, there’ never i&fas.{uﬁici&na,inﬂuﬂty. or
public fpirit in the country to refbprad It s b o o iy e s
No adequate caufe is affignahle for this national di‘iﬁi‘n&iﬁn, }mt
that fpirit of independence which broké the body of the people into
paris too minute for a combination of interefls, and too diffule for
uki—opera-tion. This {pirit was never counteraﬁed_ but for a fhort
time by enthufialm ; and mo fooner was that exhaufted by evapora-
tion, than they retuffigd . again to the fare in which they are de-
fcribed by the ancients. . They are (till a nation of merchants ** and
marauders, incapable of fubjection; not lefs from their ‘temper and

habits than from the nature of their country 5 rarely formidable in

2 bady, from their mutual jealoufy and diftruft ; indifferent foldiers, -
but dangerous partizans. ; €

.No other reafon is difcoverable, why a nation that at one time

pofiefled almoft exclufively the commerce of the Eaft, never arrived
- at a charalter of dignity and refpect ; and no other caufe can Ttrace,
why Iduméa became fo eafy a conqueft to the Hebrews, Tyrians,
Babylonians, and Romans, It is the influence over their govern~
ment, and the pofleflion of their harbours on the Red Sea by the °
Romans, which is now to be inveftigated ; and if the command of
the commerce obtained by this power continued with little inter-
ruption till the time of ]uftinianﬁ, and was not annihilated «ll the

8t This Tank is placed at Muriaba; but in the time of Alexander ; others fay, after
Pliny informs us, that Mariaba figuifics” 2. Chrift.  Univ. Hift. fol. ed. vii. P 276. |
capitaly ftill we bave in Reifke, Maraba, the - ** Strabo and Diodoras are in conceit with
fame as Saba; fo that the Tank will mark Pliny, who fays, lib. vi. P 340. Pars=qu
Saba. See Reifkein Abilfédam, voc. Jemana.  in commerciis €t latrociniis degit: a “fxé
Whe Tank failed, according to fome authors, equally true in all ages. AT

e irruption

TS




.

‘AR ABIA, ! 261

irruption of the Mahomedans, it is  duration of this commerce in
one channel, longer than his fallen to the lot of any other people

in whofe hands it has been placed.

LEURE KOM‘E.

- OuRr inquiry commences w1th Leuké Komé, or the White Vil
lage® ; and the chara&er of White is attributed'to feveral towns or
villages on this coaft.” Ptolemy has an Argé Kome below Yambo;
Hatir is another place, about three hundred miles from the head of
the gulph; and a third, Halr or Havarra is difcoverable in the
Itinerary, but forty-five miles from the fame point. All thefe terms
imply whitenefs; but d’Anville affumes the fecond for the Leuke
Komé of the Penplus In this he is juftly fuppofed by M. Goffellin
to be miftaken; becaufe this fecond Halr, at more than three
hundred and fifty miles from Petra, could not afford a ready com-
munication with that capital, neither could it be within the limits
of Petréa, but muft then have belonged to Hejaz ; which, that it
did not, we fhall have fu’ﬁicienf’frproof in the expedition of Elius
Gallus. .

. M. Goflellin ﬁxcs upon Moilah ; to which he is, perhaps, more
particularly dire&ed, by finding a name of notoriety in a fituation
that is probable : but on this coaff, as he has very properly obferved
himfelf, there is no certainty to be obtained ; the ancients have
left us few marks of diftin¢tion, becaufe they avoided the coaft,
which was itfelf dangerous, and more dangerous flill frem the dif-
pofition of its inhabitants; while the few notices which they have

% Almoft every place inhabited by Arabians, is rather a village than a town or city,
M M left,
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left, ‘are obliterated by the retreat of the fea, and the increafing
adwance of the fhore. ' This arifes from a caufe which operates on
the whole eaftern fide of the gulphs and in the lower part of it
there are the' remains of places twenty: miles inland, which were
formerly marts or harbours.

This muft be accepted as a reafon why fo litde {z:wfa&wn
can be given in regard to individual pofitions.  The general cha-
raer of the coaft, and ‘the divifion of the  provinces, will be
diftin@ ; but identical locality is by no means to be expedted,
This will be apparent in the immediate objet of our inquiry, for
the White Village itfelf is obfcured hy difficulties not eafy to be

furmounted,

_The Hadr of d’Anville™ is i‘ﬁ

The Moilah of d'Anville, in

The Moilah of Goﬂ'ellm,, in his Map of Ptolexny
Arga Komé of Ptolemy, by the{

Lit_-' '

'y - - ":2"5’_ g
¥ il ' 17" 30’ o
27 5o o’
Latin text - 22° 40 o’
Greek text - 22° 30 o

But that there is &lll another Hafiara, Avara, or Havarra * " w_c

% "The Hatr of & Anyille i afcertained by
Al Edrif to be lower than the ifland Naman,
P 109 ; 3 proof that it.cannot be the Hau-
arra of the Itinerary.

s But | ani appreheniive that I read 20
twice inftead of once ; if fo, it is only 45 miles
frem Haila to Havarra, and 38 from Havara
to Petra.. The latter diftunce mufl, in that
cale, affuredly be erroncous; and the former
too, unlefs the fea of Acaba be as fhort as
it i veprefented in the ancient maps, in-
flead of yunsing up to the north f» far as
it does in the maps of @’ Anville, Lwom:l}ui,

Y“

and De la Rochette. Still, whatever he

the errorsy it is curious to fee bath thefe
youtes detailed at the extremity of the empire,
in the reign of Theodofing; and the fhorter
the diftances are, the more incompatible they
are with the Halir of &’ Anville, {See d’An.
ville’s Egypt, p. 129. with his opinion of the
Ttineraries.) There is a fimilar dimination of
diftance from Phara, or Ras Mahomet, to
Haila, which the Itinerary makes only 16
miles 3 and both deficiencies, if they are fuch,
mult be imputed to the fuppofed fhortnefs of
the fea of Acaba, i ¢, the Elanitick Gulph.

are
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are certain from the Itinerary; and Stephanus* informs us, that
it was founded by A'retas fon of O’bodas, and called Atiara (which
fignifies whife in Arabick and Syriack), from fome vifion of a man

in white. Pliny adds, that Arra  is in the country of the Thi-

manti, the adjoining tribe to the Nabatéans, and that here is the
centre of commerce. Upon thefe authorities I had wifhed to have
placed this Havatra on the coaft, and to have aflumed it for the
fite of the White Village ; more efpecially as the Itinerary of the
Peutingerian Tables points to the entrance of the Elanitick Gulph,
and has one route of fixty-one miles from Aila to Havarra, and

another of thirty-eight **, from Havarra through Zadagafta * to Petra.

compafles gives precifely 200 Roman miles

36 See Stephanus Byz. in voce.

87 Arra oppidum in quo omnis negotiatio
convenit, Plin. vi. c. 28, 'The Thimanéi are
the Bythimanees, or Batmizomanees, of Aga-
tharchides, and upon the coaft.

%8 [ am not certain that I read the diftances

from Suez to Ras Mahomed, by d"Anville’s
map; 180 m. En. by De la Rochette’s; 225 by

Capt. Cook’s Chart. When we find therefore .

only 120 miles in the Itinerary, we muft fuppofe
that a diftance is omitted between Arfinoe and
Clyfma, for both are noticed ; but there is no

right; but they appear thus:
" ha Miles, ‘number between the two, and Clylma is placed

From Clyfma to Medeia - - 40 on the eaftern fide of the gulph, not on the
to Phara « - 80 weftern, as in d’Anville. But if the numbers
we have, exprefs the fenfe of the author, then

- 120
toHala - « 50 we muft add a third at leaft; and, by the fame
— 50  proportion, a third from Phara or Ras Ma-

homed to Haila, making that nearly 67 B.
miles; a diftance that agrees neither with
d’Anville or De la Rochette, for both make

to Ad Dianam - 16
to Pofidium - 21

to Havarra - - 24

— 6t it near 110. I have always fuppofed this dif-
to Zadagatta - 20 tance much too large ; and if Irwin’s Chart
to Petra - - I8 might be depended on, my judgment muft

3 be right. Irwin is the only traveller 1 have
w—— et with who has entered the Elanitick
269  Gulph; but though he fpeaks of the head,
he does not quite ay that he faw it

8 The Zaanatha of Ptolemy.

— 38

If by Ciyfma we are 1o anderfland the head
of the guiph, or Sacz, the opening of the

MM 2 But

W
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But in oppoﬁtlon to this we have the exprefs teftimony of Pmlemy
that Avarra is inland, and more northerly than Aila. «. This reduces
mé to the neceflity of concluding, that 'this Hafr, or Havarra, cannot
be the White Village of ‘the Periplis 5 fo- that neither the Hafir of
d’Anville, the Argé Kome of Ptolemy, or this Havarra of the: liine-
rary, will anfwer our purpofe. = But there are fome circumftances in
Agatharchides, which will lead us to a fituation where fuch a port
feems to be pointed out, in preference to any other onthe coalt.

Vil. THAMUDI-&NI AND CANRAITES

~ Tuis author, at the entrance of ‘the Elanitick Gulph has threc

iflands : one, facred to Ifis; and the two others called Sookablia
and Balyds. Thele iflands, after having been loft for twenty cen-
turies, have been reftored to geography by M. Irwin, He is the
only voyager, as far as I can difcover,* who kas ever entered this

bay ; and if his chart may be depended upon, he went up it five-

and-twenty miles: in confequence of this hie faw thefe iflands, and
has named themn Tirdn, Sanafir, and Barkan. T have never feen™
them in any chart, previous to his, arranged in the fame order ; but
they bear fuch teftimony to the fidelity of Agatharchides, that he
deferves credit when he adds; that * they ™ cover feveral harbours

y { Vi _ .on
5* See Tab. Alie, iv. and lib. v. & 19, L% The names are in Niebuhr, but the
Elana - - 26°% 5 o’ | pofition ig ertotieous. One ifland is {till called

Avira - - 29° 4ol 0" # Jobus by D la Rochette.
Still there is a confulion ; for the Greek text 2 Ty § bpnpimy xwgay vigor wpliG i»-iwmn
fays, S Apskos mosras walisg® o . pors 3t rag mms
Elana. - = 20% 15/ ik bosipbves el 15T uﬁymﬁ.&v MM xeel pmu;&, ;
Avara - - 29% 20 .ot xﬁe& Gu,wh 'Apucm &3 wg&-: Teeny woqn:.-
But, after all, Avara 16 north of Elana. mANS Tl sadid; T xu?«im TN TEITRY NeATTY.
TaTo;

_ @L
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“ on the Arabian thore” [as the Zaffateen Iflands prote& the port
of Myos Hormus] ; and one of thefe harbours, I conclude, muft be
the Leuké Komé of the Periplis; for he adds, “ to thefe iflands
“ fucceeds the rocky coaft of the Thamudem where, for more than
“ 2 thoufand ftadii, there is no harbour, no road where a veffel can
« anchor, no bay to afford protetion, no fcrap of a projeding
“ point, to which the mariner can ﬂy for refuge in a moment of
“ diftrefs.” : -

* However the colourmg of tlns px&ure may be heightened, the
_ general defcription is. true, as may be feen by a reference to
M. Irwms _Iournar from the 22d of June to the gth of July;
where we have every day iflets, breakers, thoals, fands, and funken
rocks, with the mention of only one cove where the thore could be
approached. The refuge his Arabian boat found, was generally
under iflets; but a navigator, who did not dare approach the fhore,
might well paint it in the fame colours as Agatharchides has done.
Irwin carries Moilah fifty miles ‘more to the north than it appears in
other charts ®*, and within the Elanitick Gulph: if this be true, my
conclufion is perfe@ly in correfpondence with that of M. Goffellin;
and if, by taking different methods, we both arrive at the {ame con-
clufion, it muft be a firong ‘confirmation that the point we have
both fixed on is right ; for a fafe anchorage at Moilah, covered by
the iflands, and the unapproachable nature of the coaft below, fix
Moilah to a certainty for the Leuké Komé of the ancients.

L
raros & yop bW o . o 8 Mol ivopuos, B 0uA% iT Twpa does not occur in the Lexicons : it may

wyyw'pm, d xbAwos emirneTis, & xnANs DTVEepd,
drayrdan naraQuyny To savTiGueoy Jexdunos.
rAgatharch apud Hudfon, p. 59.

Xnaws wrvmwpe 18 a dubious expreffion ; for
though x#n is the foot of a wall, or rather
loofe ftones thrown into the fea to break the

3

waves and prote& the mafonry of a pier, brv.

be. the form, the indenture at the commence-
ment of a projection. Unlefs the author aimed
at a metaphor, by taking xna«' in its fenfe of
a hoof, and fo intended to mean the imprefion
of a hoof; but in this fenfe the metaphor ia
not juft.

- 93 P, 143. oft.’ed, vol. L

Y 3
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i Eibict BURNT ISLAND, MOOBA, COAST OF YEMEN.1

- Enom Letkt Komé t9 the mouth of the Sceats, 3 coutle of
more than a_thoufand miles, we have only two places men-"
 tioned—the Burnt Iand, and Moofa: a.proof, as it fhould feem,
that this track was little frequented; and yet the gpt'h_q_f_,”_ by

fpeaking in the firft perfon, feems to have performed the voyage
Bimfelf,  The dangers he, defcribes at large, much in the fame
manner as we have already reported them from Agatharchides; and
the tribes, he fays, which inhabit this. track, are nu:nemus,fomgc

foeaking a linguage perfodlly diftinét, and others a diffsrent dialect of
the fame.. . Thofe on the coaft live :zn*huts or cabins, like the lethy-
ophagi ; and thole who are i__,_l;l.ands are a treacherous ** racc,lxviug
in hordes or villages, and fpeak two different tongues.  If a veflel is
driven to this fhore, fhe is plundered ;. or if ﬂllgW{ecked, the crew
is reduced to flavery.., The general name of thele tribes is Canraites;
and they are treated as enemies, and feized for ﬂa.'yés;; by theothet
regular governments of Arabia. But it is not only the difpofition
of the natives which makes the navigation daqg'eroq's_-_.;__ for the coaft
itfelf is without harbours or roads, full of -Irqc_k_s,l fhoals, ‘and
breakers, and dangers of every fort; for which reafon, in going
down. the gulph, wx ftand off from fhore, and keep our courfe
down the middle of the gulph, very deﬁrpus: * of reaching tt_he

 more
U4 by daleumons b x%‘-"s ""J s "?l" Mg"“’;"' -?C_"?“I“. J‘W HAP-
Suppoled by Bochart to be Caulamites,— ORTNOMEN, Gxp s xeTaxsxaypime Nodi.

Caulan, & (province and mountain  berween
ievca and tava.  Phalég. p. 143,

3 Theword s anpebesops,  The fentence
flands thue : 3 xad sowhsdran, usooy whe xowi-

1 had very much doubted of the ccnltruétion
of this paffage, when T cited it in the voyage
of Nearchus; but I am now perfuaded, that
by confidering ApaGund, xupuy as the eivilized
iy | . part
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more civilized part of ] Arabia, which commences about the parallel
of Burnt Ifland, and continues down the whole coaft to Moofa. In
this traét the inhabitants are under a regular government, leading a
paftoral life, and raifing vaft herds of oxen, camels, and other ftock,
Moofa is an eftablithed mart of great trade, in a bay near the
termination of the gulph, at the diftance of twelve thoufand ftadia, or
twelve hundred ** miles from Bereniké; and the whole [of this part]
of Arabia abounds in' merchants and mariners, both mafters of veflels
and common failors, and is commercial in the higheft degree. The
commodities of the country are rich and numerous; but befides thefe,
there is a great traffic [in India articles] from Barugaza, or Cambay,
Tnland from Moofa, at three days diftance, lies Savé or Saué, which
is the feat of Cholébus, the king of the diftrict called Maphartis ; and
nine days farther inland is Aphar or Saphar, the refidence of Chari-
béel, paramount both of the Sab€ans and Homerites. This"is the
fovereign to whom the Roman emperors addrefs their embaffies,
and whofe friendfhip they conciliate by prefents*” of various forts,
and confiderable value. :

We have here a general divifion of Arabia correfponding to the’

modern diftintion of Hejaz and Yemen, as nearly as can be ex-
pected after an interval of eighteen centuries. The northern part,
occup'ied by Bedoweens, robbers, and marauders, living under tents

part of Aral:ua, that is, chen ar Sabea. the
whole dnfﬁculty is removed ; and the ufage of
*ApéCuv in the fame fenfe twelve lines lower,
juftifies the interpretation; for, 7o iy ohov
"ApCuy mz?mpmm G xed vavrindy wAodlor,
does not refer 4w to. the whole of Arabia, but
to the whole of Sabea, as it is evident by ‘the
cantext.

96 This i3 very accurate, reckoning the

paffage acrofs the gulph, firft to Leuke Kome,
and then down the gulph to Moofa.

7 Hudfon renders this paffage as import-
ing prefents made by Charibiel to the Roman
emperors ; but in a following paffage the
prefents from the Romans are fpecifically men-
tioned, without any netice of a return.

1n

49
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in hordes almoft without: towns, wvillages,” or' {ettled habitation of
any fort; while the fouthern /part is in 2 civilized ftate, highly
cultivated, polifhed, and commercial; and under a regular form of
gbvérrim'ent, fuch 'as .Niehuhr' found 'at Sana within thefe thirty
years. Sl TR ol e R S G
" The limit of Hejaz, or Arabia Deferta; is fixed by d’Anville in
lat. 17° 12°0""", ‘which gives it an extent of coaft of near feven
hundred and ﬁfzy"m‘ilcs, while there remain'sbit little more than
three hundred within the {traits' afignable to Yemen, or Arabia
Felix,  The northern part of the firlt divifion is that which anfwers
more’ particularly to the dangerous coaft defcribed by the ancient
authors, and ‘explored by’ Irwin, terminating ‘at Haffan Iile, in
Jat. 25" to which fucceeds Yambo, the port of Yathrib or Medina,
and ‘Gidda or Judda, the port of Mecca, the Maco-rabba or Great
Makka of Prolemy. ' This appellation proves that it was a place of
confequence in that early age ; and hiftory thews that there is bardly
a place which deferves the name of city, except: Mecca and Medina,
in all that fpage which geographers allot to Arabia Deferta, acrofs
the vaft peninfula, from the Red Sea to the Perfian Gulph and the
Euphrates.  ‘The numerous tribes which inhabit this defert are the
Saraceni of the ancients, fo  called from Saharra % .or Sarra, a defert,
and correfponding exadly with the modern term of Bedoweens.
In what fenfe this country is a defert, was unknown to the ancients,
and is almoft equally unknown to us ; ‘but that it is not arid, foas
to preclude the produce of the'earth, is evident from the {warms
which thefe tribes furni(hed in the early period of the Mahomedan
s% 19°¢ o Niehuhr; 18" 0’0" Dela Ro- p. 5.. Arabiffz Baduwinse folebant nempe nit-

chette. Bedijah is Campania. trices ex al Bedijah (i. & campania) Mec-
99 Bedijah-Campania, Reifke in Abilfedam, cam ire. ;

i v y ¥

conquefts,
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conquefts; and from the confideration that every Arab is a horfeman.
Little as will fuffice to fupport an Arab and his horfe, both muft be
fupported ; if little .corn is fowed or confumed, ftill thofe who live

" on the produé of their herd muft find pafture for their oxen, theep,
" camelsy and horfes 3 and though many expatriate for this purpofe in
the feafon, the majority fill remains at home, both winter and
fummer. Neither can their ‘predatory life fupply all their wants;
for a whole nation muft. have a national fupport.  Robbers as they
are, they do not rob every one; the caravans ftill diftribute all the
merchandize which' comes annually to the ports of Yambo and Jidda,
through this very country ; and in the commerce which the ancients
defcribe, there was a tegular intercourfe between Sabéa and Petra,
- from the South, and between the gulph of Perfia and Petra, from
the Eaft. » This trade has flu@uated in different ages, from external
caufes: it is at this moment, perhaps, at a lower e¢bb than'ever,
from the commercial fuperiority of the Europeans in the Eaftern
Ocean, and from ‘a diminution in the fpirit of pilgrimage. But
Mecea and Medina are ftill to be confidered as marts rather than
fanftuaries; and the commodities brought by the Eoglith from
India, and by the Turks from ‘Suez, Rill centre at Jidda '™, as an
emporium of confiderable importance.

It is the Turkifh trade from Suez which the Romans occupied b)r
being mafters of Bereniké, Myos Hormus, Petra, and Leuké Komé,
- It is the Englith trade from India, which the Greeks and Romans
firft Po'und in the hands of the Sabéans, and afterwards affumed to

w At the time Bruce was there, nme“ﬁnps adds, are difperfed over the wildeft part of
from India were in the harbout, one of which Arabia by men with, whom no traveller would

was worth 200,000/ ; and one Arab offered truft his life. Bruce, vol. i. 278. .
to purchafe the nine cargoes. All thefe, he

N N )Y them-
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themfelves, ‘ds - foon as"they had fects on the Red.

feared the Nabhthéan pirates at’ the head of the gulph, orithe 8 ;
‘merchants at'the fraits s ‘ahid frdm"'ﬂi*ewwm MWW'

advantageous, than the purchxfe of &‘«E#rgﬁ ﬂ‘*m ﬁi’-"
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of the monfoon from Pﬂppaldéi they made'd "

A T LA ”‘ Jr 'l # -({, ‘1,;\”’ \;l ﬂ “wa W "'

3N Mg ol o CEU AN &' -{,V,jir .ﬂll E’l’”ﬁf’%ﬂ”h’!"ﬂ,}&ﬁ

m Exnm'rib'f: OF E%WW@MM..;«. _

A S et 4 U ot e Tyl o V-‘%‘-ﬁ!’#’-lﬂm'
"Tuzr 'myage from Suez. eﬂ&ﬂiﬂ@wm lannt mgﬁmm -

was afterwards meditated by Alexander, / execu
Ptolemies’ previous to the eﬁ&bﬁﬂimmﬁ ‘Myos Hormbs
veniké, Tt was not unknown €0 ﬁe*MmmW they
Egypt, though then in difufe ; but Elive: Gallus fet Wa‘ﬂﬁ )hﬁl
expedition from this porty and ‘Stmbm M«ihﬁtﬁﬁﬂm 1o this
circumftance as a Teading catifes’ Hm i i Sl ity *l'm-r

. Strabo laments that this M&WM?&&P&MM ceographic
knowledge of Arabta ; and we have reafon to' complain that 3 bo,
who lived in habits' cif intimacy ‘with Gallus, has recorded. Mlde
of the information’ which ‘might ‘have been ‘obtained from that

commander.  The confequence is, that d"Anville, whe. &ilmﬂﬂhay.

carries the Roman arms to Marinba;*‘tid& jiareb ‘of the Aral
and that M. Coffellin, by his m’eerpﬁ&tam ~of Straboy ﬁlppafgs
Matiaba, or Mar(yaba, to be the Magco-raba**" e&?re}emy*hﬁm_

of Mahomet.  The diftance between thefe two places is little fhort
of nine degrees 3 fo that the dxﬁ'ereme between the two. gﬁ.gwea as

675 Roman mlles- B : - .::. 4 ::;. ,__p“ #at ;’_;.l:-: y’

o M:cea is always written Mw.:a by Raﬁt, in his. verﬁun bf Ahiifcdi- g
. i1
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- If there were any data to determine this difpute, no labour thould
‘have deterred me from in%ﬁigating it to the utmoft ; but as Pliny
fays, that the places. which occurred. in the expedition of Gallus are
not found in authors previous to his time; the fame may be faid
of fubfequent writers; for there is not one of them, ancient or
- modern, who will do more than afford matter for conjecture, This
is the reafon that compels me to give a fketch-only of an eapcdltlon
{o intimately conneted. .with the commerce of the ancients  in
. Arabia. -
. The commiffion: r@f Gallus frpm Auguﬁus was to explore Ethmpxa,
-the country of the Troglodytes, and Arabia, ~The firlt part was
‘executed by Petronius, his licutenant, and ‘terminated by the fub-
“miffion of Candacé, queen of Meroé.. But Arabia, Gallus referved
for himfelf; and the country of the Troglodytes he cro(led when he
landed at Myos ornms, on his return, . This expedition com-
menced at Clecpduis ', in the neighbourhood of the modern Suez,
where we find him at the head of an army confifting of ten thoufand
Romans, five hundred Jews, and a thoufand Nabatéans from Petra,
with a fleet of eighty '’ vellels _o_f war,,and an hundred and thirty
.tranfpdrts. . Syliéus **, the minifter of O'bodas king of Petra, was
to condué this force; but his interet was concerned in defeating
the expedition, ‘which he. effected, and afterwards paid the forfeit
for his treachery with his life. The firlt error into which he led

Gallus, was the preparation of a fleet, which confumed ' much
time,

%cnpi’itm is confidered as Arfnod's but Lo See fupra, ps 246

pefﬁapl Arsinog, Cleopitris, and Sucz, have s We have the account of preparing a

all followed the retreat of the fea at the head Turkifh flect in the fame manner, anno 1537;

of the gulph. ' by which we learn, that the country affording
' Biremes, triremes and phafeli. © - no materials for !hip-building, the [everal ar-
! L NN Z ticles
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