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time, and was of no fervice; for the army might*have proceeded

from Cleopatris to Petra, and thence to the head cf the Elan-kick 

* Gulph, through a friendly country, and in the ordinary track of 

the caravans l°\ But fifteen days were required to extricate the 

fleet >ftom the fea of Suez, and to reach the road of Leuke Koine 5

and here, when they arrived, many velfels had been loft, and the

troops were fo afflicted with a diforder in the mouth, and fwelling 

in the legs, that the remainder of the year was loft, avid the expe­

dition delayed till the following fpring.
Upon leaving Leuke Koine, Gallus advanced, fil'd, through a 

defert **7 into the country of A'retas, who was related to O'bodas,

Hour's.
ticks were brought, acrofs the defert from Magwe Schouaib
Cairo on camels. In this manner a fleet o f (Jethro) - 14
76 veffels was conftruddt, which, from the Moilah . - ~ J J
time it weighed from Suez, was ten days be- , , g  l2 g
fore it reached Tor, and left it on the eleventh ^  ^  of a caravan ;s £rom , to 1 " .
This accounts for the fifteen days employed 2 > miles an hour - - . j  i
by Gallos in performing a paffage of little -—-------
more than 240 milts. See Ramulio, tom. i. 378 252
p. 274. Viaggio per un Comito Venitbao. f>3-

'« W e have the route o f the pilgrims in ~7
Mel. Thevcnot, Pocockc and Shaw, from oompafks, in a
Cairo to Mecc „  and reckoning frdm Ageroud -  *  £  1 > *
which » near Suez, the account *  H - c n o t  « g  ^  ^  ^  ^  aUowa,.c/ for ^ d -

flam s i  ms, tom. t. P- *5* • Kouf> dillance o f amounts to 320 miles ; and

From Agerouu to Navatir - - ‘ 6\ this at ,5 miles a day. a moderate march for
Raftacara 10 a Roman army, requires 21 days: fo that
Kalaat el Nakel . 5 they proceeded feller by foa than they would
Abiar Alaina have done by land ; the time loft, therefore,

(Aila?) - - 14 was in the preparation of the fleet.
Sath al Acaba 15 17 This is the fame defert which Mahomet
Kalaat al Acaba 16 palled in liis march from Medina to Hagjr and
Dahr el Harmar 6V Aila, where, Abiifeda, fays, magnas ilii per
Sharaffe Beni- viam tokrabaut molcftias ab aflu ct fiti, p. 52.

gateic - - ia  Ed. Rei&e, 1754"

' and

- ; . ■ 54 - ; ' / ■  '. .  ' 4 ‘ y



W- M r  YSl ,
m. ' ' ■ f  ■ '

A R A B I A .  273

and feems to have been the fovereign of the Thamudites \ but 
Sylleus had the fame influence here as in Petrea; and though the 
country was not deftitute, or the prince unfriendly, thirty days were 
employed before the army reached the country of the Nomades or 
Bedoweens, called Ararene loS, and fubjedt to Sabus. This tradt has 
a refemblance to the territory of Medina and Mecca ; and the fpace 
of fifty days employed in palling it, till they reached the city of the 
A g ra n i,09, Negrani, or Anagram, which was taken by aflfault, is 
fome confirmation of the conjedture. The king had fled into the 
defert; but the country was not hoftile, nor altogether incapable of 

* fupplyipg the neceflaries requiiite for the army "a.
From hence, after a march of fix days, they arrived on the bank 

of a river, where the natives were colledled in a body, and oppofed 
their pafiage : a battle was the confequence, in which, with the lofs 
of only two Romans, ten thoufand Arabians were flam. Strabo 
defcribes them equally deficient in fpirit, as they were ignorant of 
the art of w ar; and yet thefe very tribes were in a future age, under

k.8 Ararene is probably Sara-rene, as Apbar country o f Medina and Mecca ; and Najercm 
is Saphar ; and Sara is Saharra, the defert. muft be, by comparing circumftances in A I

• ;c® A'grani in the firft mention is written Edriffi, on the borders of Yemen, nearly on a
Negrani in the MSS- ; and on the fecond, v i parallel with Sadnm Rah. Confult. p. 48.
Noypava : and Cafaubon wi/hes to read Aygedo.. A li palfed through Najcran, and brought
See ttrabo, pp. 781,  782. A ll thefe readings a tribute frojwit, when he was returning from 
prove the uncertainty of the ground we Hand Yemen, whither he had been fent to preach 
on ; and any of them would juftify d’ Anville the Koran by Mahomet; and if  Nagrana be 
in afluming Najeran (a place fully defer ibed Najcran (as to all appearance it is), it cl i re it I y 
by A l  Edrifli, and well known to Niebuhr), contradi&s Gofiellin’s hypothefis, that Elias, 
if the other circumftances of the expedition Gallus terminated his expedition at Mecca, 
will accord. Najeran is a fortrefs dependant Abilfeda Rciike, p. 53. Abilfeda mentions 
on Mecca : it lies 12 days fouth of that ca- the converfton of the kings of the Homerites,. 
pital, and eaft o f the mountains which bound the people of Arabia Felix ; and adds, that 
the Tehama. See A l Edrifli, pp.48. 50, 51. A li ’s preaching converted the whole tribe o f 
This is perfectly conMent, if  Ararene is the Hamdan in one day,

the
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the influence of Muhornedan enthuftafm, to fab due the world, from 

the Pillars of Hercules to the- Indue. " *

The lofs o f  this battle produced the furret|der of Afca, a city in 

the neighbourhood ; and, without learning what time was fpent: 

here, or what (littaiice intervened, the nest place we find them at 

is A thru Ua. A thru’la was taken without difficulty, and garrifoned, ■

, and a fupply of provtfions was obtained, which enabled them tb 

proceed to Mai lyaba. This city is defcribed as the capital of the 

Rhaminites, and the ie'atof.Ilafar the' fovereign of the country.

Here terminated the expedition ; for, after lying before the place 

fix days, Galltis was compelled, by want of water, to raife the *

liege, and retreat: to Anagram, where the battle had been fought " 1, 

and which h e  did not reach till after a diftrefsfui march of nine 

days, ■ ■ : 1 > * * * * * > f " f U :'-||; ^

From this .tittle, the prefervation of his army was the more imme­

diate object of the commander, than the hope of conqucft : he had 

fpent fix months in reaching Marly aba ; he was now convinced of 

the perfidy of Sylleus; he imputed the whole failure to the direction 

of the march by the advice of that m inuter; and if the lame delay 

fhould occur on the retreat, he law that the definition of the army 

was inevitable. 1

To prevent this, it is evident that the route was changed ; and 

we are led to conjecture, that it was directed from the interior to the

1,1 By confnltitig Ptolemy, the country o f  firft mentioned, and Anagrana or to Kayf*»
ElifaruS) or the l^iiiui, is Tat too Miuch to in this place, coruTpond, either the Author .or 
th« footh to allow of the fuppofition that d.e text are at variance ; for the battle-was 
Gallus went no farther than Mecca. not fought at A'grana, hut fix days from it,

*“  The coptea of Strabo are to iocorreA m and apparently at Afca, as that city ftirren. 
thefe names, that though there is evidently dewed immediately after the battle, 
ap intention of the editor to make A'gns'na

,3 coart.
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coaft. In this cafe, the army muft have crofted the mountains and 
defcended into the Tehama; and yet in a march of fixty days, we 
have nothing to guide our inquiries but the mention of four places, 
without dates, and with one diftance only fpecified ; thefe are, The 

• Seven Wells, eleven days from Anagrana ; Chaalla, Malotha, and Nera.
N era"3, we are informed, was in the territory o f O bodas, that is, 
in Petrea, and in all probability at fome diftance to the fouthward of 
Leuke Rome.

At Nera the army embarked, and was eleven days in crofting the 
gulph to Myos Hormus. The route from this port to Koptus on 
the Nile has been already deferibed ; and from Koptus, Gallus pro­
ceeded to Alexandria with the fhattered remains o f his forces. O f 
thefe, feven only had perifhed by the fword ; but a very great pro­
portion was rendered unserviceable by difeafe famine, and a 
variety of diftreftes which they had experienced in the courfe of the 
campaign.

Thus ended an expedition, planned without policy and condu&ed 

without capacity. If it had fucceeded, the Romans could not have '  
eftablifhed themfelves in the country; and by its failure, it retarded

UJ Nera, in the margin of Strabo, is written the way of calculation ; and, after all, it is not 
‘ H ygra, and Negra in Cafaubon’s tranflation j quite clear whether Strabo’s eleven days are 

and in fuch a fluctuation of the M SS. or to be reckoned from the time Gall ,s reached 
printed copies, we have nothirig to determine Nera, or front the day he left it * I conclude 
our doubts: but wc may conclude, that the the latter to he intended. A  Negra ts mat- 
place, whatever is its name, muft be confider- tioned by Cedrenus, p 364 500 years later, 
ably below Leuke K om i, as the pafiage from where a Sfc Arethas was put to- dc in by 
that port to Myos Hormus was only three Elclbaas,. the Abyffmian conqueror of the Ho- 
days. This, however, was for a Angle {hip, merites. One Ihould not have expedttd to And 
and Gallus had a f leet; but we muft fuppofe a Chriilian martyr, of the name or family o f  
he continued his courle up tire coa-ft to the the Arethas’s of the defert. 
northward, and came by lias Mahomed to the ,Jv Dio fays, they did not merely retreat*
Egyptian fliore. Much difficulty Hands in but were driven out.

*
/  their •
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their full intercotirfe with India for ahnofl a century. But if It 

were pO’fisbie to give tire reader fatisfadtion on the extent of it, no 

apology would be reqnilite for the digreflion. This, from the fcan- 

rinefs of materials, cannot be done; but as my conjedtures differ 

both from d’Anviiie and M. GoffeU'm, I fhah barely hate the 

grounds on which they are founded, and leave the determination to 

the judgment of the reader.

The firft ftep towards fixing the termination of the expedition, 

would be to diftxtigbifh Marffaba from all the cities with which it

is confounded. *■?■
The M arff aba of Strabo is in the country of the Rhamanltas, and 

under the government of Ilafarus. It is not the Mareb oi Sabea, 

where the .great Tank "* is, for that he calls Meriaba of the Sa* 

beans; and this fufficiently declares again# d’Aim lic’s fyftem, which 

c a r r ie s  Gallus into Sabea, and on which Goffellin juftly obferves, that 

if  Gallus had befieged Mareb, he would not have been obliged to 

raife the fiege for want of water, the reafon affigned by Strabo.

Ptolemy has likewife a Maraba (written Baraba in the text) which 

he places in the country of the Mineans, and calls it a metropolis % 
and a Mariama, two degrees to the fouth-eaft; but he has no Ma­

m ba either inSahda or the country of the Homerites. His Elilari, 

the Ilaiar of Strabo, are ftill farther fouth than the Mineans, and 

upon the coaft.
Pliny has two Maria has; one marked by the Tank, called Bara- 

malchum *u, the Royal Sea or Lake ; and another, in the country

•is Mareb is ftili fbe capital o f a large pro- are ftill current. See Nicb. t, ii. p. 1 19. Arabic, 
vince in Yemen catted Dsjof, between Najeran "• Batir-u-melk, S3v.hr-u-nialk, Bahr u mai- 
an<l Hadramant, where the ancient traditions kirn; the L ake o f the King, or the Kings;

* conccrning the la n k ,  the queen o f  Sheba, 3tc. Ike Royal Lake.
. > . 0f
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of the Calingii; he adds, that Mariaba is a general name o f a capitah 
It is apparently then the Mariaba 1,7 o f the Calingii which he informs 
us, contrary to the aflertion of Strabo, that Gallus took, and finifhed 
his invafion at Caripeta. But it is Hill more extraordinary, that the 
other cities he mentions as taken and deftroyed by Gallus, do not, 
in any one inftance, correfpond with thofe of Strabo, except that 
his Negra is poflibly N era1"1.

Dio " 9 terminates the irruption at Athlula, evidently the Athrulla 
of Strabo : he mentions the army being affli&ed with a difeafe in 
the head and legs; and adds, that Gallus did not merely retreat,

.but was driven out by the natives.

The whole of this goes to prove, that Gallus did not reach Mareb 
Baramalcum ; and, in fhort, the fadt is impoflible; for that Mareb 
is above eleven 110 hundred miles from Moilah, and the retreat of 
Gallus, in lixty days, would require a march of almoft twenty miles 
a day, which, for fuch a continuance,- is not to be performed.

But if  the Mareb o f d’Anville be too diflant, the Mecca of Gof- 
fellin is too near; for the route o f the caravan, from Moilah to 
Mecca, makes it only 7 3 1 miles, at 3 miles an hour.

547 —  at 2f  miles an hour.
546 *—  d’Anville’s Map.
560 <—  De la Rochetle’s Map.

Add for road-diftance So

640 —  probable mean diftance, from 620
to 640.

* '*■'
"7 Supradiftam Mariabam. The Mariaba Lib. liii. p. 350. Ed.'Steph.

o f the Calingii is the laft mentioned, and Har- 120 It is 1085 in a right line, which, with 
douin fuppofes that to be meant. the addition of a feventh, becomes 124.0, and

1,6 May it not be Negrana, for Nagrana ? increafes the difficulty.

OO If,
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If, therefore, Gallus was advancing lor fix months, he muff. have 
matched little more than an hundred miles a month. And let us 
fuppofe, with Goffellin, all the fraud of Syileus, and all the devia­
tions of the march he pieafes, this advance is far lefs than a Roman 
army can be fuppofed to make. The country Gallus was dpfirou* 
of reaching, was the country of g o ld ''’, Irankincenfe, myrrh, and 
fpices, certainly either Hadramaut or Yemen ; and when he was at 
Marfyaba, lie was told he was but two days diftance from, the pro­
vince he wfflved to enter. He might be deceived in that, and mod 
probably he was; but the deception could hardly amount to the 
difference between two days and thirty,, and Mecca is little fhoi t o£._ 

thirty days from Hadramaut
Goffellin fuppofes Athrulla to be Yathreb or Medina, and Mar­

fyaba to be Macoraba or Mecca; but it is not ea<y to difeover the 
r,Semblance of thefe names, or the other five he gives from Pliny.
Strabo is furely a better guide, who was in habits of intimacy with 
Gallus, and who received the names ffioft probably iiom nis *epoit.*
Pliny fays, that- Marfyaba was taken, and that the expedition teimi- 

“nated at Caripeta : Strabo afferts, that Marfyaba was not taken, and 
does not notice Caripeta at all. It is not fafe to, build on fimilarity 
of names.; but Magrana, which Goffellin iuppoles to be Ai Nokra. , 
is certainly more nearly related to Najeran in tound, Najeran is 
affuredly as ancient as Mahomed’s tim e: it is a conlpicuous pro-

,w „  . So A I Nokra, I conceive it lies far too,much to-
.» A l N o k r a  is the place where the road the eaft to be in the track of Galiua} and, 

from Bafra t o Medina joins that from Kuta to- from the expreffion of A  Ldnffi, X.conclude 
the fame city. A  Bafra ad Mcdioam ftationes tt lies farther call than d Anvilk  has placed it., 
fere viginii, & h *c via coincide! cum estre- B ut even if  d Anvdlc is right, A  No la *  
m h ate’Sufic prope Maaden al Nokra. A I upwards of soo  miles out of the road that 
jEdriffi, p. tax.  Even as d ’Anville ha* placed Gallus appears to have taken..

vlnce

; .  ;.r. _ . j f y  :j)k  , ^
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vince ftill, according to Niebuhr113; and A 1 Edrifli“ * places it on 
the road from Mecca to Yemen. This appears to-be the very route 
by which Gallus was advancing; and Najeran, by the Arabian 
accounts, was capable of affording the fupplies of which the army 
flood in -need. I am myfelf therefore perfuaded, that Gallus entered 
the country of the Mineans, and that the city he alfaulted, whether 
Mariaba, Marfyaba, or Caripeta, was the capital of that province; for 
Mariaba implies a capital in general; and if Ilafar is the king of this 
tribe, whether Calingii, Rhamanitse, or Elefari, I would comprehend 
all three under the title of Mineans. At leaft, to my conception it 
is clear, that Ptolemy, Pliny, and Strabo, all point to fomething 
farther fouth than Mecca.

Whether this opinion will meet with the approbation of others, 
is dubious ; fuch as the oblcurity and contradiction of my authorities 
will allow, I give it. If Najeran be a fixed point, and concluded, 
we have ground to ftand on ; if  it can be difputed, I am ready to 
embrace any aflumption that may be fupported upon better proofs.
What the Rhamanitse of Strabo, or . Calingii of Pliny, may be, feems 
impoflible to determine. Goflellin concludes, that the Rhamanitse 
of Strabo are the Manitse of Ptolemy; it is the ftrength of his argu­
ment ; and in Mercator’s Map, the Manitse are placed on the north 
of Mecca. But perhaps Mercator is milled, for we have no latitude 
of the Manitse ; and the text fays, below the Manitse ” 3 is the interior 
Myrrh country, and then the Mineans, a great nation. I have 
not yet met with any account of myrrh in Hejaz, and therefore, i f  
the Rhamanitse and Manitse are the fame, I conclude that they are

113 Arabie, ii. 114. I:,i ’Yxo ras i  t»To> lira Mi*
"4 Pages 48, 49 . ycuoi jx iyx  tSwf.

0 0 2 in

a



7*%

7  <si.
■ >8o PERIPLUS OF THE ERYTIIREAN SEA. %

ia Yemen. But the whole of this is conjectural; ami, if names avail;

I might with equal propriety contend, that Rharnan is Ha man, or 

Hamdan, the tribe converted by Ali, the pofition of which anfwers ; 

or aflert, t! it Cari-Peta is Cami-Peta, correspondent to the Carna 

or Carana of Strabo, which he fays was the capital of the Mineans.

Is it not reafonable to iuppofe that the army moved in the track 

of the caravans ,t! ? and as the line here affirmed is direct between 

Hejaz and Hadramaut, and cuts the province of the Mineans, who 

were the regular carriers between both, does not this fuppofition 

■ folve more of the difficulties than any other? It is but a fuppo-

fitiofl at laft; ftill, where our ignorance of the country renders 

every effort dubious, a rational hypothecs is all that can be ex­

pected.

Najeran’f  ilfelf is in Hejaz, for it is one of the fortreffes of 

Mecca, according to A1 Edriffi ; and the boundary of this province f

and Yemen, is fixed at the following Portion. II, therefore, Gall us

i fi 1 have a leaning towards the connection oufly, but without afexing any importance to 
ofthefetwo names; blit if the two places be >t, may not the Karfpeta of ftiu-y brê Karni- 
the fame, the difficulty «b not removed; for Fetfa, the fdrtrclS’of .Kama:’ If thi: could: 
the fame city qannat be taken, and not taken; be fuppofed, Mariaba, or the capita!, is identi- 
and the expedition cannot terminate at two fed with Kami-Petra-; for both are the pra:- 
different places, The following eircumftances, cipal c; y of the Minimis, 
however, mav bexumus, if not convincing : Strabo has pointed this out, under the

The four great nations in Arabia Felix, or fuppofition that Gallus might have marched 
Yemen, were the Mineans, the Sabeana, the ‘by the caravan-road through Pctrea.
Katahananfes (who are in the Maphartis of ***¥•«*» “  *?P‘
the Periplflb), and the people of Hadramaut. **> *****
As the power of the batmans declined, the «* fP  f? \h*
tribe cf Hamyar (the Homeritcs) prevailed, camels and men in the caravans -find fuppl.es 
whole capital was Aphar. Saphar, or Defer; foftrfcfs to: fortrefs, m the feme manner as-
but the capital of the Mineans was Kama, or an. at my.- 

' Karana. M-jvano* . . . . .  h&m omjw ji //syfen 1 FI EdrilTi, p. 42*
Kd(w, i K*pv*. Strabo, 768. I alk ojri-

was

' - * - y* *.b- v, . . ,
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was nine days in returning hither after his repulfe, w e m ay fuppofe 

that he would not march lefs than fifteen miles a day on fuch an 

em ergency: this requires that-he fhould have advanced upwards o f  

an hundred miles into Yem en. And i f  we date from Najeran the 

fixty  days employed in his retreat to Nera, an eftimate between 

twelve and fifteen miles a day would enable him to reach that port 

in the time affigned. T h is feems a great exertion for fixty 119 days 

continuance ; but famine impended, and doubtlefs the Arabs ho­

vered in the re a r; add to this, that when the army arrived in E gypt 

it was completely ruined, as Strabo informs us, by famine, hardfhip, 

ficknefs, and the difficulties o f the march.

Nera, as it is the termination o f  the expedition, I fhould have 

been glad to fix, but no reprefentative offers; it muft be within the 

limits o f  Petrea, and it fhould be placed as far below Leifke K om e 

as the province will admit : it may perhaps be difcovered by lome 

future Niebuhr ; or an enlarged knowledge o f  the language, and the 

country, may fhew that we are ali pilots at fea, without inftrurnentSj 
charts, or compafs.

W e are now to return to the coafl, on which, as has been already 

noticed, the Periplus mentions only the Ganraites, Burnt Bland, 

iVioofa, and Okelis. T h e Ganraites are the wild tribes on the 
broken fhore o f the H ejaz, terminating about Haffan Ifle, in lat. 250.

; And the paffage from Leuke Kom e to the Burnt Ifland was con­

ducted -with a view' o f avoiding the coaft throughout. H ow  this 

could be effected during a run o f  from ten to tw elve degrees, or 

more, is not eafily accounted for ; but one o f thefe didances it muft

139 But it agrees with a iimiiar route from which required 65 days. Lib. xii, 32. Hat*
. Thomna to Gaza, mentioned by Pliny, douin.

be* . *
■ A '  .'
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be, according as we affume Gebel Tar, or Gebel Zekir, for Katake- 

kauxnene, or the Burnt Ifland ; and as both preierve at prefent the 

frgas of volcanoes in decay; one of them it muft he, as may fuk 

heft with Other circumftances mentioned. The extreme diftance 

is from Moilah, in lat, ly® 5 6 130 to Gebel Zekir ‘3‘, in 13° 50'; the 

fmalleft, from Haifaa Me, in 25”,131 to Gebel Tar, in 15° to'. if  

Mokha is affmned for the reprefentative of Moofa, and Moofa be 

the only object of the ancients, Gebel Zekir muft be preferred ; or 

if we fuppole that the ancients wiihed to approach the coaft, as 

foon as they found the natives more civilized, we ihould rather be 

directed to Gebel T a r'33: for in that latitude, and even to the north 

of it, we are to fix the Sabeans generally, in the fame manner as 

Niebuhr extends the dominion or influence of the modern Sana.

Sana in fad, under the government of its Im am'% as it com­

prehends nearly the fame territory as the ancient Sabea, fa does it 

partake of the manners and habits attributed to that nation, where 

commercial intercourfe had foftened the Arabian character, and in"

,JO Making 140 6\ Making 90 50'.
1)1 Notwithflanditig the difagreement o f *** Jibbel Tier i» the point from which all 

M, d’ AnviUe and M. Goffelfin, no one can ftips going to Jidda take their departure after 
fearch this queftion thoroughly without refe- failing from Mocha. Bruce, i. p. 341, Tin's, 
rence to the diflertation of the former on the though the courfe is the idlrtii contrary to 
gulph of Arabia. I  have collected materials that o f the Periplus, frill marks it a3 a point 
from both; from P . Sicard, Irwin, Bruce, o f departure and deftination. 
and De la Rochette’ s beautiful chart. I f  I ' f This is evident, from Barteman in Ra- 
prefer the latitudes o f the laft to all others, it mufjo, the French Voyages in 1721, by La 
is becaufe they are founded more efpecially on Rocque, and Niebuhr. The government o f the 
obfervations made by Englilh navigators, and Imam is much more gentle than any Moorilh 
the officers on board the {loops, packets, and government in Africa or Arabia ; the people, 
trading veffels in that fea, are, for the moft too, are of gentle manners, the men, from 
part, fexentifc men, and better qualified to early age, being accu domed to trade. Bruce, 
determine nautical queih’ons than any uavi- i. 307. 
gators who have preceded them.

3 troduced
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troduced that fecurity of life and property, without which com­
merce itfelf cannot exift.

Mooza, according to the Periplus, was the regular mart'”  of the 
country: it was not a harbour, but a road with a fandy bottom, 
which afforded good hold for the anchors ,3#, and where the fhips 
lay in great fecurity : it was inhabited wholly by Arabians ; and was 
frequented on account of the Indian trade with Barugaza, as much 
as for its native produce.

The intercourfe with the Sabeans had from the frrft been efta- 
blilhed, either here or at fome mart in its vicinity ; but the Sabeans 
were now no longer the prevailing tribe ; the Homerites, who came 
from Mareb, were become the fuperior power, and Charibael the 
fovereign of both nations. He had fixed the feat of his govern­
ment at Aphar, fuppofed by Goffellin to be the fame as Dafar or 
Safar; and Dafar is noticed by Niebuhr as a place near Mount 
Sufnara, now in ruins. The diftance, however, does not anfwer; 
for Aphar is placed by the Periplus thirteen days inland from Save,, 
and Save three days from Moofa. But if Save is the fame as Taas, 
or Mount Sabber, the diftance from Sabber to Dafar is not much 
mere than from Moofa to Sabber ; and thirteen days from Sabber 
inland would carry us much nearer to Sana, the modern capital of 
the Imam, and the metropolis of Yemen.

It is poffible, that in a country fubjed to perpetual'revolutions, 
provinces may have obtained different names from the tribes that 
occupied different filiations : this feems apparent in the diftrid of 
Cataba, which is now inland fixty miles from the coaft, notwith-

135 Ijivofmw mini*™, the port eftabliihed by o f the road of Mokha. The cables, lie fays, 
the native government. do not tub, becaufe the bottom is fand, while

116 Bruce mentions, the fame circumftance it is coral in almoft every other part.

Handing

> eT
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(landing tliat Strabo places the Catabantans immediately at the ftraits.

It may be, therefore, prefumption to fay, that Save is Sabber u\ or 

Aphar, Dafarj notwlthftan ding that the territory of M a p h a r t i s a t  

Save, or the capital of the Home.rites thirteen days inland, may 

a fiord us general information fufficiently correct. 'Choldbus, the 

love reign of Mapjiartis, whole refidence is at Save, is ft y led a tyrant 

by the Periplus, that is, a prince whofe legitimate title was not 

acknowledged ; but Ch a riba el is the genuine 139 fovereign of the Ho- 

merit,es and Sabeans. The power of Cholebus extended over the 

fouth-weft angle of Yemen, both within and without the ftraits, oc­

cupying the fame trad  as the Catabanians of Strabo in a former age.

And Cholebus had a joint power 140 with the fubje&s of Charibacl 

at Moofa, over the fettlement at Rhapta, on the coaft of Africa.

The mart of Yemen, at the prefent day, is at Mokha, where 

coffee is the grand article of exportation, on which the Imam of 

Sana 141 receives a duty, of twenty-five pei cent, equivalent to the 

cuftom exa&ed by the Roritans at Leuke Rome feventeeu hundred 

years ago, Twenty miles Inland from Mocha, Niebuhr difedvered 

a Moofa ftill exifting, which he with great probability fuppofes to 

be the ancient mart, now carried inland to this diftan.ee by the 

accretion of the coaft. And if  the accretion is allowed, certainly

137 Niebuhr has a conjeAure alfo relating to merchants o f Moofa, who were fubjefts to 
Sabba and Zsbid, tom. ii. j>. 55. Charibael, received a tribute from Rhapta,

■ as periplut, p. 13. while Cholebus had the civil admintilration o f
*f* h$ar{M( fhuribit. Pei ip, p. 13. the fettlement. mQapfayt rv/etm, is the T y -
O So I interpret a paffage (p. ro. o f  the rant o f Maphartis; Mophartis and Maphartis 

Periplus) rip-i-w % (vh x*txy) x*v* n  differ no more than D ofir and Dafar, ia the
ilmxtm throfrbrnw.- rr, tSj c p «  pronunciation o f which Niebuhr fays he could

,'AfoiSlx<., .0 iire( rv fx m ;. flx p a  Si perceive no difference.
•m 0tun*M>i wottofof W r  ix tva & *** Man*. X Niebuhr, who cites Pliny, lib. xii. c. 33,'
imderftand by this, that Tiipmo, means Cho- for another internet*: llegi Gebaidtorum quar- 

, Rbus, and pxtrAim Charibael; and that the tas myrrhs partes pendunt.

no

a  ■ :
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no fituation can be aflumed more correfpondent to the ancient 
authorities.

At Moofa, the I M P O R T S  fpecified are thefe:
*41 t̂«(popof «ai xphu*, Purple Cloth, fine and ordinary,

'IpuxTicrpcog ’Apa&jcof %eipi$uTos Cloaths made up in the Arabian 
0 ts avxSg kou xotvof  falhion, with fleeves, plain and
rxcTuXctroi, common, and (fcutulatus)  mixed

or dappled.
K poxo;, -  " Saffron.
KuVŝ o?, - Cyperus. Aromatic Rufli.
*0&movt - Muflins.
*ACoXXa<, - - - - Cloaks.
A w W  V woXXal aVXor ts xeu Quilts, a fmall affortment; iome 

IrrivMt plain, and others adapted to the
fafhion of the country.

Zurnt murrui, - Salhes, embroidered, or of* different
{hades.

Mvp ov, - Perfumes.
Xpw* ik«mV» - Specie for the market, or in con-

fiderable quantity.
cTvof ts xat o~~to$ it TroXyf *• Wine and Corn, not much. The

country produces fome corn, and 
a good deal of wine.

E X P O R T S :

Xjttupva exXexTij, * '• — Myrrh, of the beff quality.
,4J - -  Stable, or Gum .

AiiySogt - - - - White Stones. Alabafter.
»4» l*JiC modem articles o£ import and ex- M! A doubtful reading; but probably con-

port may be feen in Niebuhr, tom. ii. taining Muaix, i. <■  from the country of the 
n r* e Minai.
p' 5 ' „  .Added
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Added to thefe were a variety of the articles enumerated at 

A duli*44, which are brought over from Africa and fold here. But 

there were likewife feveral others imported as prefents both to 

G haribad14 and Cholebus; luch as hories, mules, gold plate, and 

filver emboffed, robes of great value, and brafs ware of various kinds.

O f thefe it may be prefumed that Charibael had the largefi ihare ; 

for to him emb'uTies446 were frequently addrefied, and he was con- 

lidered as the friend of the Roman emperors.

The importance of this commerce, as it appears in die Peripi(is, \

is manifeftly far inferior to the reprefentation of it in Agatharchldes; 

and the trade of the Sabeans declining, after the fleets from Egypt 

found their way to India direft, was probably not only the caufe 

of their impov'enfliment, but of their fubjugation abb by the' H o- 

merites. Still it is evident tint the manners, o f the people in this 

quarter of Arabia were civilized j that the government was con­

fident, and that the merchant was protected. This character, as we 

learn from Niebuhr, Yemen flail maintains, in preference to the 

Hejas, and the whole interior of die peninfuia. The fame f<2eu- 

rity is marked as ftrongly by the Peripi us in rJzdram aut; and the 

whole coaft on the ocean being commercial,, the interefts of com­

merce have fubdued the natural ferocity of the inhabitants.

It is a circumflance foreign to the obje£k of the prefer}* work, but 

Hill curious to *ernark, that in the age previous to Mahomet, Yemen

Coffee and frankincenfe are the chief, of the title of Friend o f the £mpm/r<\ an honour 
he native exports at prelent, with myrrh, formerly conferred upon fovereigns in alliance

ivory, and Abyffinian gold from Maflua, an- with Rome, by a vote o f the fenate. Mali-
fwenr.g tu the ancient Aduli. mlfa. -Eumeoes, and Arioviftus, were ftyleil

m  t ;: t« *»l rii rufirr,.. jimici Popuii Romani. But i have preferred
Xtmxto- rf«rCi(tu{_xeiit Japbij QtKoi tat turn- the rendering in the text, becaufe the prefents 

tidy he rendered as exprefling, that from Rome, are fpecified. 
ty freqmht cinbqjftss andprefertli ht had pbtmmd

was ;
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was in the poffeflion of the Abyffinians, whofe power terminated 
with his birth; and that in the fhort period 147 which intervened 
between his afluming the prophetic office and the Caliphat of Abu- 
becre and Omar, all this part of Arabia was, almoft without an effort, 
fubjeded148 to their power. In the fixteenth century the Turks 
were mafters of the coaft, and fome places inland, but were driven 
out by the founder of the prefent dynafty, Khaffem el Ebir, whofe 
pofterity affumed the title of Imam, and fixed their refidence at 
Sana, the prefent capital of Yemen, which cannot be very diftant 
from the ancient metropolis of Sabea.

On this coaft, the firft fleets that failed from Egypt met the com­
merce from India. Agatharchides feems to fay, that the fhips from 
Perfia, Carmania, and the Indus, came no farther than the coaft 
beyond the ftraits; and that the fleets from Egypt received their 
lading without paffing them. Now the fleet from Carmania and 
the Indus could not reach Arabia without experiencing the effeds 
of the monfoon, as Nearchus had done ; and the knowledge of this 
once obtained, could not be loft. We cannot go farther back, hifto- 
rically, than the journal of Nearchus ; but in that we find manifeft 
traces of Arabian navigators on the coaft of Mekran, previous to his 
expedition. And whether the Arabians failed from Oman or Sabea, 
it is ftill a proof that the monfoon mull have been known to them 
before the time of Alexander; and a high probability that they had 
reached the coaft o f Malabar, or that veffels from that coaft had 
reached Arabia, from the earlieft ages.

,i7 Niebuhr, tom. ii. p. lo. acceflion of the ftrongeft and richeft provinces
148 Yemen feems to have been converted of the peninfula, of the more civilized to the 

before Mahomet’s death, if we credit the ac- more barbarous, is one of the obfcureft facts 
count of Alt’s million and fuccefs. Cut the in the early hi (lory of the Mahomcdan po.wer.

P p 2 The
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The diftance from Moofa to Ok&lis is ftiort of forty ,A* miles.
Okelis has a bay immediate1/ within the ftraits 7 and at this ftation 
the fleets which faiied from Egypt in July, rendezvoufed 15 til! - 
they took their departure the latter part o f Auguft, when the 
monfoon was itili favourable to conduct them to Muziris, on the 
coaft of India. For Okelis we have Okila 1,1 in other ancient 
authors, and Ghella is the name it bears at prefent. D ’Anviile 
has marked it fufficiently in his Ancient Geography; and in Capt.
Cook’s ,!i chart, which is upon a large fcale, the entrance of this 
bay is two miles'51 wide, and its depth little fhort of three. Added 
to this, i f  it is confidered that the projection of the Bab-el-Mand b 
point is a complete protection 154 againft the contrary monfoon, we 
find here all the conveniences ,iS that were requifite for a fleet con- 
ftrtided like thofe of the ancients.

•« 300 ftadia, Peripl. equal to 37I miles, <krn intelligence with ancient auf.'ioritiea, 
or. at 10 ftadia to the mile, 30 miles. when we can obtain it in detail.

® gee iu;>fa, pp. 37. St 75. ,5i De la Rochette marks this bay, and
»■ Ax!>xt, text; OxUa, roarg. Strabo. P. 769. adds, that it is Rill navigable by boats ; a fuf- 

he calls the promontory by this name. ficient proof that it was practicable for an
m It hat. been already noticed, that the Egyptian fleet feventeen centuries ago.

Capt. Cook here mentioned commanded a >« Between Cape St. Antony and Babel 
floop in the India Company's fervice, about Mandeb the land is low along fhore, forming 
the year 1774. His fcale is very large, and a deep bay, which make3 the Cape (Babel 
confequently I have been enabled to view this Mandeb) appear detached. Oriental Navi- 
bay more diftinfily than in d’Anvilic’s map, or gator, p. ljz,
Dela Rocb-fte’s chart; and had I been pof- *« Having palled the ilrait, it is neceffary 
felfed of Capt. Cook’s chart when Idefcribed to anchor : you mull: (hut up the ftraits, and 
the Bay Avalites (p. II $.), 1 Ihould not have anchor a little to the northward of Cape Bab- 
been at a lofs to afiign its form and limits: it el Mandeb, where the water L a lways fmnctlu ' 
appears there in pirfeft conformity with the Oriental Navigator, p/iya.—N .B . This »
PeripICis. Such is the advantage of a large at the entrance of the Bay of Okelis. 
fcale, and fuch is the co-refpon deuce of uw-

■ . . <%6



W  - ' ■  ' -
. i|{,« ? ■ * -i ' ■ ■ : ’ t* "'; '-" ' ■■ ■-,,* '. i < : '-. . ■. i ■ ,

■• *■< „’ ';■ '••■ / , .' *' _ . '■

A R A B I A .  289
. ‘ ’ ' ■ • . .' ‘l \ ' ■ : ,

X. STRAITS OF B AB-EL-MANDEB, ANCIENT NAVIGATION
OF SESOSTRIS.

T he paffage o f the ftraits, and entrance into the ocean, had been 
eonfidered poflibly as great an atchievement by the natives, on both 
fides o f the Gulph of Arabia, as the voyage of Hercules through the 
Straits of Gades to the Garden of the Hefperides, by the Greeks.
-Fabulous accounts confequently attached to both j and the pafling 
o f Bab-el-Mandeb was as naturally attributed to Sefoftris, -as the 
voyage through the Straits o f Gibraltar to Hercules. Diodorus 
fays, that Sefoftris” 8 fent a fleet of four hundred fhips into the 
Erythrean Sea, and fubdued the iflands, and all the maritime coun­
tries as far as India. Herodotus is much more moderate j and 
mentions only, that Sefoftris commenced his expedition from the 
Gulph of Arabia, and fubdued the nations bordering on the Eryth­
rean Sea, till he met with fhoals l>\  which oppofed the farther 

progrefs of his fleet.
But as we are now arrived at the ftraits, I (hall introduce a table 

comprizing the moft material authorities of the ancients, compared 
with each other, and with the different conclufions o f the moderns.
A  final decifion on the points difputed, or actual precifion in the 
prefent attempt, are not to be expected; but a probable adjuftment 
o f near twenty names to their refpe<ftive pofitions, will afford the 
reader a general view, which will enable him to form a judgment 

. for himfelf. \

Diod. lib. i. p. 64. cd. Weffel. ’« Herod, lib. u. p. >49- «*• Weffck,

T A B L E
' f  r'\ l ,f; •' _ '
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T A B L E  o f  P t o l e m y ’ s C a t a lo g u e  fo r  t h e  E a fte r n  S id e  o f  th e  G u l p h  o f  A r a b i a ,  c o m p a r e d  w i t h  o t h e r  G e o g r a p h e r s ,

a n c ie n t  a n d  m o d e r n .

The firft Latitude of Ptolemy is according to the Latin T e x t ; the fecond, according to the Greek,
* Denotes Pofition: fuppofed to be afeertained. R. Latitudes from De la Rothetie,

P T O L E M Y .  i AGATHARCHIDES DIODORUS. , STRABO.  [ D’ ANVJLLE. | GOSSELLIN - PEit'PLUS.

------- “  ” “  lethyophagi, lib. 3.
C. 40. P- 2oS. IB , - ,

I . Klrfma Garrifon 28 50 whofe country the Phihahin.tKSicIrd. * Clyfma 290 40 'R.
26 10 lea retreated.

Troglodytes._____ _________ _______________ ___ ___  _______
--------------- - ' i'ofkiton. Under .

, this name Diodorus d n in ot 29' 46' Clyfma. Suez „  n „ o« o
II . . Arstnoe 29" to 29 So comprehends the Ckopatris. Suez. Coizum. ouez 29 J

fea of Suez.
----------------------------------------------—  - -  , , Elina of Exod. xxv. ; Elim. Tor. * m o . d
III. Ehocmcon. j Phoenicdn. Pnoentcou. ___ , 7 . el Tor. : 8 10 ' I Raithum. Tor 28 11 R.

Ncffa is rot an Ifland ! ^  r/i j r tst ™  « , i c , , * Sheduwan IflandTv . . I defertbed with t h e 1 Ifland of Ptiocce. E l Cab. Sheduwan. n
1 ____ *________________ m Agatharch.des ; ptopm ifsofN gffa. ________________ J ___ ________________ 2*  R ~

j V . Pharan - 28° 30' 28° to' j Promontory. I Promontory. | Promontory. j Ras Mahomed, -j Ra» Mahomed, j |

V I Liana - o’ i V i s ' ' "  Laiam'uck Gulph. Laianitick Gulph. Elamtick G ulph~ A lla’ A ih  Acaba Ila. ’  E k lh  *9° If S"

Y J I Ac.ina.^^,zton Acaba. * Acaba 29° 10' R. %

V III . Onne 28* 40' 28' 30' • ______

IX . Modiana 27*45' 27-45' Batmizomineis. Banizomene*. Hunters. Jethm the-Sfldknite Magar Scboualb. | *  Madtan orMidian.

X ?  Hippos, Mount'- 271 20' T Bull’ s Horns. Irwin. ! Bull’s Horns. Irwin,
Town 26-40' 26’ io' j __________ _______ But S. ofMoilah. j p. 143. vol. i. oft.- .

—  ; ™ F ' fv?‘ .' 7. , r , . * Leuke Koine.
X I. PhenicAn 26 "ao* :6 : 20' Calaat el Moilah. Kotri White Village.

lV e- 27° 56 K.

p - hreeitiid<!- r  - : 1  F S S T F t T  ‘
X II ■ . ... red to Ms. ; tree Iflatid,. Three I&mda. f i. Tirae.

* z. Sookabua. One [acred to iiis, I 2

3- ______________ _____ 1___________________ 3-' Sanafer.'

x . i L R h . ™ ti , i v , i ^ ; ^ |  j D> s r dr s- F r s r M
—~ 7 Haw r. White Vil- Hawr, fame lat. as

-  Sage, 2 5° d’ Anville- ______________  1 Haffan IIId 25- R.

Ras Uaned 25- 40' 1' as R^ghab?
X V- Cherfonefe Promontory Coaft witb water, Cherfoneius. Cherfonefus. Ras Edom 24-5' poffibly Ras Aahar

25 * °  2 5 : 0  ' _____ ' ________  ___2+°3*' R ~ _ harbour of Irwin-

F VmZ 1 ; - L i - L ; ' / /  "Jii ’J 1
'



XVII. Copar Vimge z ? i5'T  * ~ t '  ; j Ei'Cobt’Kobbiu' "f"' \t^T
______ 2 3 l5 __ I__ _. 1 l * I Dome. Cupola. \^ltl i
XVi LL Arga V’ilage 22'-' .;c' " ' ~ ~ i ~ ' "I~MghT'---------------- J
______^  «0'___________ ________________________ j___________Gadirkom 22° ;o'______
XIX. Zaaram Capital 2 2° p' —— ~ " ‘ ' — ---‘------

22; o' Tfafra ? 23°3o' R.
XX. Kentos Village 21' 30' ’ " " ----------

2j° Giddah.
XXI. Thebae City - 21° o' . _ . Debte from 1 n-T Province of Mekka. * Mekka 21° 32' R.

zi° o’ Dcdeb*. Debse. Dahab Gold/’ Maco-raba of PtoR Mtkkans. Province of Mekka.
_____________________ _________ _________ ___ ’_____ 22 o'___ ___________ Mecca, lat. 2i°4o'
XXII. Boetius River 20° 40' — j * River Charles.

20° 20’ * Bardilloi. Sockia. Ibhar Obhar 21° 39'
--- ----------------------- ' ________________________ I R.
XXIII Giddah 2 V 34 ‘ Giddah.
_______________ __________________ Port of Mekka. Port of Macoraba.

XXIV. Badeo Capital 20 15' Ras Bad. Avad ~ ! Giddah Head--
_____ 2°" 2o '____ • ____________________  2 t 25' oerrain. 2r«2g' R.
XXV. Ambe City - 19 id " — ' -'- ’ ' —
, T9 ' 30' Gedan ? Ziden ?
XXVI. Kaffanites Ahtei. Kaflandrim. Gafandeis. Alfixi. Gold Coaft. Ghezan i6? a.8' R Beni Halil Gedan, or Ziden,
_______________ _______________:_____________________ ______________ 20° 44' R.

» ‘ XXVII. Mamala Village • | j Xas Hali? 1 y o'
HJ 18° 10' 1 S’ 10' | Limit of Hejaz and

---- —______ ________ ___________ „____ I ______ I___________________Yemen 18 37' R,
XXVIII. Adedi Village I ! Caflanites terminate

17 io' i 70 10' I perhaps at
,----- ---------  ; _______  1_____  ' I Ras Ghefan.
yytv r’t'f - , . Lilian commenceXXIX. Lhfari on t.ie coaft. from about Ras

Mintei inland. Ghezan, lat. 16' 30'
. _ —___ ________________________________  to Mo za.XXX. Puani City - 16 30' "

______i6~ 10'
XXXI. Pudni City 16 30' ~“ “ ~-----—

16' 10'
• XXXII. jEli Village ic°zo' . , Bay below Loheia ?

jj° i0' ‘ Ras Hali, lat. 190 o' L̂oheia 15 30' Ifland Gebel Tar
-------------------- ------------------------ ♦_____ _________________ .__________________15° 10' 15° 40' R.
XXXIII. Napegus Village Hodeida i refembles

iy° o' 15’ o’ Adedi in found,
_________ ____________________ ___  . _____________________________ but not in pofition.
XXXIV. Sacatia City 14 30 A 1 Sharga ?

*4° 30' Ifland Gebir Zekir
-__ _________________ ______ : ____ ___________ ______________ ___________ 13" 50' t4°o'R.
XXXV. Moofa Mart 14' o j  ̂ . c , „ c , , nr 1 Muza',from Niebuhr * Muza 130 o'

*4° O' I 'Sahta- babta- Sabta' Mooka- 6 leagues inland Mokha .3° .V R.
XXXVI. Sosippi Port .3 0 ,................... ........ ...... ...  " -----------------------------------------------‘-------- ;---------- *--------

______  ' f  o’ I
XXXVII. Pfeud Okelis 7“ ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ’--—

12° 30' 12’ 30' '
XXXVill Okelis - 12“ o' * nhelln__ _ „• o' j Ghella. Ghella.
XXXIX. Palindromos Piomt' _ , . , , Bab-ei-Mandeb * The Babs.

_______ H°4Q' i»n2o ' ________________  Bab-el-Mandeb. 12° 2Q" Bruce. Pilot’sWia^'R.
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If  the fhoahs of Herodotus have any foundation in fa£t, they are 

conneaed with the Bay Avalltes‘!\  on the African Snore, Immedi­

ately beyond the ftraits, where mention is made both by Strabo and 

the Periplus, that the veffels employed in later ages put their lading 

into boats in order to trade with the natives ; but this is hardly in­

tended by Herodotus, though his description has confined him within 

narrower limits than thofe of Diodorus.

This, however, we obtain at leaft from the account before us, 

that in the age of Herodotus it was a prevailing opinion, that the 

paffage had been made in the moft remote ages; and if the Egyp­

tians ever were navigators, there can be no objection to admit them 

into a participation of the commerce with Arabia, or extending that 

commerce as far as the Arabians did towards the eaft. Few other 

hiftorical documents, however, of the faft appear, farther than may 

he collected from the circumftances here recorded, and thefe are 

both few and deficient.
T o what extent the paffage of the ftraits, and progreffively, the 

voyage to India, were accomplifned, has been already fufficientty 

£hewn; but that it was always confidered as a moft extraordinaiy 

attempt by all thofe who had not perfonally made it, we want no 

other teftimony than that of Arrian, the hiftorian of Alexander.

H e  alTerts, that no one had gone round the whole coaft, from the 

Arabian into the Perfian *59 Gulph, though perhaps feme few had 

pafled from one to the other by linking out into the open it a. •

•* Perhaps the Safas ofCofm as, but du- far the wefteru c o a fto f the G,
bious ■ for his Safas feem* to be rather on the has been hale wfited. Capt, Ham.ltoa 
bious, y o r ms p M  , , T , the beft account I have feen.
coaft o f A d ilj or Bsrbsns. occ Mc*ch* l i e  _ »coau VI rw  li ^  a* U k  viH. p. 358, cd. Gronov. See the I

I  V*”>^ThiJis in forae meaiure true at this day; note o f Gronoviwson U«s paffage,
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Now Arrian lived in the reign of Adrian; and Hippalus had laid 

open the track to India, at leaft fourfcore years before Arrian wrote: 

fo little was known in the northern part of the empire of what was 

going on in the fouth.
Okelis was not a mart of commerce, but a bay with good anchor­

age, and well fupplied with water: it was fubjedt to Cholebus 
The neighbouring headland of Bab-el-Mandeb, which iorins the 

, entrance of the flraits, is placed in lat. 12 39 20 by Biuce, and

the ftraits themfelves are faid to be only fixty ftadia, or feven miles 

and a half wide, or fix miles, if we reckon ten ftadia to the mile.

This is very near the truth, if we meafure from Bab-el-Mandeb to 

Perim, which the Periplus calls the Ifland of Diodorus; while the 

Whole breadth, from the Arabian to the African fide, is nearly five- 

and-twenty Perim, or Mehun, was taken poffeflion of by the 

Britifh, when the French were in Egypt, and begun to be fortified ; 

but it has no water. It is not the only ifland in the ftraits; for 

there is another called Pilot’s Ifland, clofe to the Arabian fhore; and 

on the African fide eight more, bearing the name; of Agefteen.
The wind in this paflage is deferibed as violent, from its confine­

ment between the high lands on both fides; and the opening of the 

ftraits gradually towards Fartaque and Gardefan, is ftiongly 

marked in the Peri plus,
The firft place to which we are dire&ed beyond the ftraits, is a 

village called Arabia Felix: its diftance is eftimated at an hundred 

and twenty miles from Okelis; and it was formerly a city of im- -

■ « Xwmi nt rwawiSos J of tlie Ufurper’s 163 'Amyapims *&>*
Country. ' xara MIK.PON lij ititeyo;

>«* Bruce conje&ures fix leagues. Cook’s opening by degrees from the ftraits to the 
Chart makes it near 25 miles. Bruce, i. 315. two capes.

o portance
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poirtance before'*1 the fleets pafled from India to Egypt, or from 
Egypt to the countries towards the Previous to that time,

the fleets from Egypt and the Eaft met in this harbour, which was 
the centre of the commerce, as Alexandria was afterwards for all 

that pafled through Egypt into the Mediterranean. % This harbour 

was more Commodious than Okelis, and afforded better anchorage, 

as well as better convenience for watering', than Okelis. The town 

ftands at the entrance of the bay, and the retiring of the land in­

wards affords proteftion to the fhipping. Reduced as it was in the 

author’s age, by the different channel into which the commerce had 

been direded, the village was fybjed to Charibael, and had within

a few years been taken and deftroyed by the Romans.
. ..** * - ,, -

X I. A  D E  N .

E V E R T  circumflance in this minute defcription directs us to Aden : 

the diftance, the harbour, and the name all correfpond ; and the 

peculiarity of its being under Charibael, while Okelis was pOiTeffed 

by Cholebus, marks the extent of the Homerite dominions, fur- 

rounding Maphartis in the angle, of the peninfula. The native 

flieiks, or heads of tribes, at the prefent day, are perfect reprefent- 

atives of Gholebus. TV lien Niebuhr was in Arabia, the fheix of

utile* *»«*. Ma-Chctn ; the firft is Cochin China; and
*» In the middle ages, the India trade had the other, China. The porcelain mentioned 

reverted into its original courfe: Ex ipfa fol- feems to imply, that Smarm ufed here means 
vtmtur navigia Simla:, India, et Sinarum, et the real Chtoefe, and that they traded to far 
ad ipfam defernntur vafa Sinica. A 1 Edrifli, weft in that age. Sindae and indi* express 
p 2 Scindi and Hindoftan.

The Arabs difttogmih between Checn and f 6 Aden fignifies delict*. H wt.

Aden

- ' i f  x 'uv-.a'-' J - - T : T  c;,f,
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Aden was no longer fubjed to the Imam of Sana, but had aflerted 
his independence, and pofleffed a finall territory in the neighbour­
hood of the city.

The capture alfo and deftrudion of this village by the Romans, 
a fhort time previous to the author’s age, would be a natural confe- 
quence of the progrefs and extenfion of the Roman commerce from 
the Red Sea to India ; and, as Claudius colleded a tribute from the 
maritime towns of Arabia, it is natural to fuppofe that he was the 
Cefar mentioned in the Periplus, who ordered this place to be de- 
flroyed, for the purpofe of fuppreffing every power that might 
interfere with the Roman commerce, or divert a fhare of it into its 
ancient channel. It is true this muft have been an ad of opprelfion 
upon Charibael, who was the ally and friend of the Roman em­
perors; but far greater facrifices of their juftice to their ambition 
occur in the hiftory of thofe fovereigns of the world. Was it not 
the fame policy which induced Soliman, emperor of the Turks, when 
he fent Soliman Pacha from the Red Sea to fupprefs the rifing power 
of the Portuguefe in India ; when, under pretence of delivering the 
Mahomedan Powers from this new and unexpeded intrufion of the 
Chriflians,- he employed the forces which had been colleded on 
the bccafion in feizing on the maritime towns of Arabia ? It was 
then that Soliman Pac’na obtained poffeffion of Aden by treachery, 
and hanged the fheik at the yard-arm of his Chip

I conjedure that it was Aden which Agatharchides deferibes 
without a name, when he places a city on his White Sea without

Viaggio di un comito Venetiano. Ra- Soliman Pacha. He was prefent at the exe- 
mufio, tom. i. f. 276. anno 1538. cotton of the fheik, and defetibes the Indian

This Venetian captain was put in requifition trade at Aden as then confining of only three 
at Alexandria, and fent to Suez to ferve under or four fpice fliips in a year.

2 the •*
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the ftra’its 5 'from whence, he fays, the Sabearis feat out colonies or 
factories into India, and where the fleets from Perils, Carmania, 
and the Indus, arrived. He fpecilies large fhips employed for this 
purpofe ; and though his mention of ■ Kknds may fuggeft an idda of 
Socotra, Curia Muria, and the eoafl of Oman, it feems far more 
probable that his intelligence was imperfefl, and that thefe fleets, 
which he defcribes, muft have been found in the fame port which 

, the Perjplvis afligns them, as long as the monopoly continued in 
the hands of the Sabeans. '

The teflimony of Agatharchides' is, in one point, highly im­
portant ; for it is the tuft hiftorical evidence to prove the eflablifh- 
rhent of Arabian colonifts, or rather relident factors and merchants, 
in the ports of India : it is a fact in harmony with all that we collect 
in later periods, from Pliny, and the Periplus, and Cofnus; and we 
may from analogy conclude, that it was equally true in ages ante­
cedent to Agatharchides; that is, as early as we can fuppofe the 
Arabians to have reached India. The fettlement of their own 
agents in the country was molt convenient, and profitable, while the 
manners and religion of India created no obflacle to the fyflern.

In the middle ages, when the power of the Romans was extin- 
guilhed, and the Mahomedans were pofleflfed of Egypt, Aden re fumed 
its rank as the centre of the trade between India and life Red Sea.
The fhlps which came from the Eaft were large, like thole which 
Agatharchides defer: bes : they did not pals the ftraits, but landed 
their cargoes at this port, where the trankies “ * or germes of the 
Arabs, which brought the produce of Europe, Syria, and Egypt,

M. Polo ufesthe expreffiori Z.rmr.. The ftanee, that the lh!ps from the Eaft did not.
Arabs of Renaudot mention the fame circum- enter the Red Sea.

received

■ ft _ yf'y
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received the precious commodities of the Eaft, and conveyed them 

either to AfTab, Kofir, or Jidda ; when all that paflfed into Europe, 

ftill came to Alexandria, and enriched the Soldan s dominions by 

the duties levied, and the profits of the tranfit. In this fituauon,

Marco Polo found Aden189 in the thirteenth century; and the 

account he gives of the wealth, power, and influence of Aden, is 

aim oft as magnificent as that which Agatharchides attributed to the 

Sabeans in the time of the Ptolemies, when the trade was carried on 

in the fame manner.
So far as the identity of Aden and Arabia Felix, there is neither 

difficulty nor difagreement ; but upon the remainder of this exten- 

five coaft, from Aden to the Gulph of Perfia, there will be few 

pofitions in the following detail which will accord with d’Anville’s 

arrangement, or with that of other commentators who have be­

llowed their attention upon the Periplus.
•

X II. A R R A N G E M E N T  O F T H E  C O A S T  O F  A R A B I A  O N  T H E  O C E A N .

T he circumftance upon which the whole depends, is the adjuft- 

ment of Syagros. In common with others, I had fuppofed its 

reprefentative to be the modern Ras-el-had ; and there is fo much 

to induce this opinion, that I abandoned it with great reluctance, 

and fhall perhaps find great difficulty in perfuading others that it is 

erroneous.
The Periplus notices Syagros as pointing to the Eaft, and as 

the greateft promontory in the world. Omana likewife is men-

M.P0I0, lib. lit. c.39. the foldan of Aden at thefiegeof Acre, in the year 120CX Such a 
fent 30,000 horfc and 40,000 camels, to affift foldan as this might be the Imam of Sana.

2 tioned
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tioned with it, anfwering to the prefent Oman ; and Mofcha, feem- 

ingly identified with Mafkat, the principal port of that province.

Under the influence of thefe refemblances and probabilities, if I 

had joined in the common fuffrage, and called Syagros Ras-el-hid 

in is*}' former, publications, wherever it occurred, it is conviction 

alone, and the abandonment of fyftem for truth, which compels me 

to recall the error, and acknowledge that Syagros is not Ras-ef-had, 
bur Fartaque,

This is a eonceffion not made for the purpofe of particular accom­

modation, but grounded on a general anaiyfrs of all the poGtion , 

oil the coaft, on a cotobination of all the ckcumftances relative to 

the divilion oi the provinces; and upon a painful re-confideration 
of all that was to be undone, and unfettled, after f had fixed my 

opinions upon the authority of the beft writers, who had preceded 

me on the fubjeCt

The reader will expect proofs; and the proofs are, that the iflands 

round the whole extent of the coaft on the ocean will now fall 

naturally into their places, which /cannot he effected by any other 

arrangement The iflands in Ptolemy will become relatively con- 

fiftent with thofe of the Periplus; and the Bay Sachalites, which 

Ptolemy has been accufed of tranfpofing from the weft to the eaft 

of Syagros, is reduced to'the different application of a name, inftead 

of a difference in point of (ituaticn.

Sachalites is univerfally allowed to be the Greek form of ex­

prefling the Arabick Sahar17'. Now there are two Sahara ’on the
- - , \ yf

Sal>ar become* Sachar by enforcing the Tigris o f  the Greeks; and Srtrcs Sachal-ite* 
found of the afpirate, and the change of the is equivalent to Sachar-ites, the bay of Sachar 
final r >3 analogous in a variety of mflaoees; or Sahar. 
thus. Degel formed into Degcr, is the river

coaft

j. .. ...
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coaft of Arabia: one that is almoft centrical between Aden and 

Fartaque ; and another that lies to the eaft of Fartaque, between 

that cape and Cape Morebat or Merbat ,7‘. In the firft 171 of thefe 

there is little variation of orthography j but the other is written 

Schashr, Schahr1” Shahar, Cheer ,7\  and Seger. They are both 

frequented as places of trade to this day. And if we fuppofe that 

the firft Sahar is the Sachalites of the Periplus, and the fecond 

Shahar, the Sachalites of Ptolemy, the SySgros of Ptolemy will 

anfwer to Fartaque as well as the Syagros of the Periplus, and the 
two authors will be in harmony with each other.

Further proofs of this reconciliation will be given in our progrefs 

along the coaft, and fome difficulties that attend it will be acknow­

ledged ; but if it ffiould be admiffible or probable upon the whole, 

much indulgence is due in regard to inferior objeftions; as,, upon 

the firft view of the coaft before us, no two accounts can feem more 

irreconcilable to each other than thofe of Ptolemy and the Periplus.

Cape Merbat, called Morebat and Mara- modern, at lead I have not yet met with 
boot in our charts is a headland much no- it in any ancient author. See A n ^ r/lT  
ticed by our Englifh navigators : it is one of p. 2y. ’
the principal fourees of frankineenfe ; for A 1 The firft Sahar is meant by Niebuhr as
Et uffi ays, in montibus Merbat nafcuntnr he places it in the province of Jafa, which’lies 
aiboies thuris quod de.nde m ornnes Orient ,between Aden and Hadramaut, and he write 

Occident,s par es defertur. It ,s four days, it Schahr, Arabie. Tom. ii. p. 12r French 
or an hundred miles, from Hafec and confe- edition-.— it is likewife the Efcier of Marco 
quently m the very heart of the diftnft, which Polo, 40 miles from Aden. Lib. iii. c. 40. 
is the Sachalites of Ptolemy. I ohferve in *73 r.. , v r« 1 tr ^

fome authors a divifion of the coaft into Thu- 1716 which with the F ^ ^ h  y La Ro.<:iue
rifera Regie, Prior and Ulterior : if this is is onr F  1 fl* T t  " pronuncatton,
r , J Tl 1, • ,, L . CII1S 1S 13 our Engliih Schariir, pronounced Share
founded, the Prior would be prev.ous to Far- *w R CI1:u,dot’s Arab calls it Sihar or Shihr 
taque, and the Ulterior to the eaftward of i t ; which is the Endifii Sheer Th 1 ’
the firft would be the Sachalites of the Peri- he fays, is frankineenfe. The I p 5 r f t “ f  
plus, and the latter the Saehahtes of Ptolemy, go to Jidda, but never farther in the Red 
and refpeatvely, the Hadramaut and Seger of Sea Their , 1 1 “
A 1 B t  But I rather * * * , « « * .  ft!p, W T i T S S S T i .  » * * ” *

t ® l ' ' % L
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XIII. K A N E .

T h e  fir ft; port to which we are to proceed from Aden, is Kane'” ; 

the dhlance is dated at two ihoufand ttadia or more, upon a length 

of coaft inhabited by Bedouins and Ichthyophagi ; and if we efii- 
mate the number of ftadia at two hundred aides, the termination 

falls very nearly at the Cava Canim of d’Anville, or at Macuda Bay, 

which lies a very few miles to the eaftward. Our charts, take notice 

of both ; and at Cava Canim, which is inferred principally upon 

the authority of d’Anville,, there appear fome diets, winch may be 

Ofneon and Troolla, defcribed as defert ifles by the Pfriplusj 

and which, if they exift, identify Cava Canim for Kane, in prefer- 
ence to Maculla. In point of diilance, either is Efficiently e.vaH 

to anfwer the purpofe; for Maculla is fixty *" leagues from Aden, 

and Cava Canim eight or ten miles iliort of that bay.
Kane is reprefented as a port of confiderable trade, fubjed to 

Eleazus, king of the Incenfe country, .who refuled at Sabbatha, the 
principal'city of the diftrid, which lies at fome diftanco inland. At - I 

Katie is collected all the incenfe that is produced in the country, 

and which is conveyed hither both by land and fea, either by means

m  i  have nut been without iufpicion, that I,druids, rfvers, mountains, and promontories,
Kant might be Kefchin, which I have found arc our fui-eft guides.
written Caffiu; that is, Kafn in Oriental pro- ,?s Oinefin is Bird Illanc, fo called peilwp 
nunciation. But I have the name only to from the umverfal haoit of fea fowls mortmg 
truide me to this Mpicion; for Ivefchin would to defert dietst and Troolla has no meaning' 
not agree with the diftancc from Aden, or to in Greek. It is raid to he 120 Radia from 
C  Fartaque, or with the Bay Sadhah'ten of Katie, of which I can find no trace.; 
the FeripUW. Neither have I yet found, in 1,7 Sixty leagues, or . 80 geograpn.ca miles, 
any map or narrative, two Mauds off Kefchin, are equal to io8 miles Enghfh. See Oriental 
to' Correfpond with Orrciti and Troollr Navigator, p. r6*.

ot
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of caravans, or in the veffds of the country, which art floats 
fupported upon inflated (kins " 8. Sabbatha is fuppofed by moft 
of the commentators to be Sehtbam or Scebam, which Ai Edrifii 
places in Hadramaut, at four Nations, or an hundred miles, 
from March: a certain proof that we have adopted the right 
Sahar for the Periplus; becanfe Mareb cannot be within three 
hundred miles of the E&liern Sahar, or Seger; and Seger is not 
confidered by Al Edriffi as a partIT* of Hadramaut, but. as a fepa- 
rate diftridt.

It is remarkable that the author of the Periplus, who notices - 
Sabea and Oman by name, makes no mention of Hadramaut, the 
third general divifion of the coaft, but diftinguUhes it only by the 
title of the Incenfe country. To maintain that thefe are the three 
general divifions of Arabia on the Indian Ocean, is confonant to all 
the evidence we have, ancient and modern ; neither do independent 
diftriAs or fheiks, as thofe of Kefchin, Seger, or Mahra, interfere 
with this diftributioo. And that we are equally corred in affigning 
the Weffern Sahar to Hadramaut;, is capable of proof; for Al Edrifli 
fays, from Aden to Hadramaut, which lies to the eift of Aden, are 
five180 llations. If therefore we obferve, that at Kane we are already 
two.hundred miles ead: of Aden, we are advanced far enough to 
{hew that we are in Hadramaut,M, and that the Weftern Sahar is 
properly placed in that province.

Thefe floats are noticed by Agatiiaf- *,n Ab Aden autem ad Hadramaut que ' 
chides, and are by feme fuppbfed to give name jacet ab orieohdt latere ipfiiis Aden, (fcitiones 
to a tract inhabited by Afcitoe, from Aerxo;, qninque. P. 26,
titer. >v Ptolemy makes Kane the emporium of

m Terr® Hadramaut cor.terftn'na eft ab Hadramaat. 
oriente terra Seger. P.53.

R R At
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At Kane likewife, as there was an eftabliflied intercourfe with- 

the countries eafhvard 181; that is, with Barugaza, Scindi, Oman, 

and Perfis 183; fo was there a confidcrable importation from- Egypt, 

coniifting of the following articles:

IWpflV oiiyo  ̂ - - - A  final! quantity of Wheat.

Oivog, - - - Wine.
trpig"* Apa&KflV, - - Cloths for the Arabian market.

Kolvo?, - - - Common fort.

txTrXSg, - - Plain.
vo@o$ 7repunronpof, - Mixed or adulterated, in great

quantities.

XxXzoc, - Brafs.

KapriTty&if - -  ** Tin.

KopaXiov, - - - - Coral.
£rvp*!, - Storax, a refine.

And many other articles, the fame as are ufually imported at Mooza.

Befides thefe alfo, there are brought
’ApyvpupxToc TSTopevftevocy - Plate wrought, and

Xptfptara tw iQxcriXei, - - Specie for the king.

''iTtTTCi, - Horfes.
'Avdpwtk, - Carved Images.

*1 piocftrpos o«*$o(.os 185 cIttXSc, - Plain Cloth, of a fuperior quality.

>* Tm *1(00 tpmfl™, I had fuppofed to. 134 Not cloth ef Arabia, but for the A ra. '
mean the marts only on the coaft of Africa bian market: fo we fay in the mercantile Ian- 
beyond the ftraits; but, from the ufage here, guage of our own country, Caffimeer cloth ; 
the expreffion is evidently extended to all that is, cloth foj the market of Caflirneer.
ports beyond the ftraits, not only in Africa, And the word ifiana^s feems to imply, that
but in India and the Gulph of Perfia. the cloth was made up into garments.

183 Tn; 5raf«*!̂ !v»f n Ep<n'Jo;, is the coall of ,8S Apparently in oppoiitiun to Konk. •
Perfia oppofite to Oman.

The
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The exports are the native produce of the country;
A/fiawf, - Frankincenfe.
’AXoyfj - - - Aloes,

and various commodities, the fame as are found in the othei
markets of the coaft. The beft feafon for the voyage is in Thoth,

.
or September it.

After leaving Kane, the land trends inward, and there is a veiy 
deep bay called Sachalites, that is, the Bay of Sachal or Sachar, and 
of a very great extent. The promontory (which is at the termi­
nation) of this is called Syagros, which fronts towards the eaft, and 
is the large!! promontory in the world. Here there is a garrifon 
for the protection of the place, and the harbour is the repofitory of 
all the Incenfe that is colle&ed in the country.

XIV. B A Y  S A C H A L I T E S ,  HADRAMATJ T.
•J . /,".\» ' * j. ?.'«;> ,f > » K I .. V- Dr -i-'U -• " •* • y '-h'

T his bay of Sachal has already been afferted to be Sahar; and 
thisSahar, or “ Shahar ,8\ appears to be a fine town at the pre- 
“  fent day, fituated by the fea-fide ; and it may be feen five or fix 
“  leagues off. The point of Shahar is twelve or thirteen leagues

from Maculla Bay while the coaft, with various curves, but no k 
indenture fo great as the Periplus requires, ftretches E.N.E. to Cape 
Fartaque "7; and that this Fartaque is Syagros, is the point now to 
be proved.

,8'! Oriental Navigator, p. 162. llJ Written Fartak, Fartafli, Fortuadi.

* 'J  rtque/1 the Rentier to ccfrefl an error on this fitly ell, p. 28$. fnpra, where it tvat fnidj that 
the feafon was the latter part of Augujl, and connected with the voyage to Muzihs. I  nonujind, 
that the voyage to the fouthern coa/t of Arabia \uas a diflinbt navigation. ’They might male it 
earlier; but they Jailed later its the feafon, that they might have left lime to wait for the eaferly 
monfoon in November.

R R 2 And
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And ftrft, that it points to the eaft is true ; but. it is not true that 

it is the largeft promontory in the world; for R as-el-had, on the 

fame coaft, is larger. But it is more confpicuous, and was of more 

importance, probably, in the author’s view, as forming the great 

entrance to the Gulph of Arabia, in conjun&ion with Gape Arbrnata 

on the coalt of Africa ; and as fuel), it is flill a point of moft ma­

terial confequence in the opinion of modern navigators, as wdl as 

in that of the ancients.

A fecond proof is. that Socotra is faid to lie between this cape 

and Aromata; which, in one refpedt, is true, and cannot be ap­
plied to Ras-d-had. And a third is, that the iflauds of Curia Muria, 
and Madeira, are to the eaft of this cape, as they really lie; while, 

if Syagros were fixed at Ras-el~had, the iflands muft lie on the weft 

of the Cape, dire&ly tranfpofed from their real pofkion to an erro­

neous one. But of this we ill all treat in its ' place. We inuft now 

return to Sahar, nich is confidered' in the Peripitts as the heart of 

the Incenfe country, and the Incenfe country is Hadrarnaut.

Hadramaut is the Hatzar-maveth of Genefis, which fignifies ,i“ 

in Hebrew', the Court of Death ; and in Arablck, the Region of 

Death; both names perfectly appropriateKaccording to the teftimony 

of.the Periplbs, which informs us, “ that the incenfe is collected by 

“ the king’s Haves, or by malefactors condemned to this ferviee as 

“ a puniihment. The country is unhealthy in the extreme; pefti- 

“ lential even to thofe who fail along the coaft, and mortal to the 

“ wretched fufferers employed in colle&ing the frank incenfe; who 

ff: petiili likewife as often by want [and negieft] as by the perni- 

“ cious influence of the climate. The country inland is moim- 

“ tainous, and difficult of accefs ; the air foggy, and loaded with

Bochait Phsleg. p. io n

“ vapours

W ******* W  - .. - .
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“ vapours caufed [as it is fuppofed] by the noxious exhalations 

“ from the trees that bear the incenfe ; the tree itfelf is fmall and 

“ low, from the bark of which the incenfe “9 exudes, as gum does 

“ from feveral of our 190 trees in Egypt.”

The conveyance of this drug by land, Pliny informs us, was 

through Thomna, the capital of the Gebanites, to Gaza on the 

coaft of Paleftine, by a caravan that was fixty-two days in its pro- 

grefs; and that the length of this journey, with the duties, frauds, 

and impofitions on it, brought every camel’s load to upwards of 

two-and-twenty pounds, Englifh; and a pound of the beft fort at 

Rome, to more than ten {hillings. The courfe of this convey­

ance is not eafy to comprehend’91; for if the commodity paffed 

by a caravan, the Mineans were centrical, and the ufual carriers 

from Gerrha on the Gulph of Perfia, from Hadramaut alfo, and 

from Sabea, to Petra in Idumea. But we muft not underftand this 

as excluding the conveyance of the incenfe to Alexandria by the 

Red Sea; for that city was the great repofitory of this, as well as

189 It has been obferved already from Nie- taken; and the whole defeription is not that 
buhr, that the beft incenfe is now procured of a man who merely wrote upon the fubject, 
from India, by far more clear, white, and but of one who had vifited the country, and 
pure, than the Arabian ; and it is a circum- painted what he faw.
ftance well worth inquiry, whether the col- ’»■ Bochart places Thomna between Sab- 
lection of this gum is attended with the fame batha and Mariaba, and fuppofes the Katabeni 
fatal effedts in that country as are here de- and Gebanitse to be the fame people; which 
feribed ; and whether the conlequences are they are ; for Pliny makes Ocila (Okelis) a 
deducible from the drug itfelf, or fiom the port of the Gebanites, xii. 13.: but if fo, it 
nature of the Country. Thofe who are de- is the territory of Maphartis he muft place 
firous of learning mote than is here remarked them in ; and they would not move by cara- 
on this fubjedt, may confult Pliny, lib. 12. vans, but by fea. Strabo, however, makes 
c. 14. and Salmafius, 48% et feq. Tamna the capital of the Katabeni, p. 768. ;

190 fl$ r<nt *«1 rm Trap nju7r b ’Atyvn-w JevJpav. and his Katabeni are not between Sabbatha 
This is an expreflion Co clearly marking the and Mariaba., but in the territory of Ma- 
country o f the writer, that it cannot be tnif- phartis.

i . all



3o6 PERI PLUS O.F THE ERYTIIREAN SEA.

all the otfy’r prody.ee of India and Arabia. Pliny ‘3‘ mentions this 

particularly, and notices the precautions taken by the merchants of 

that cits* to prevent fraud and adulteration.

The Periplus does nOt advert to any particular fpot in this bay, 

or ipecify any town of Sach,ll ; but, after relating the circumfhmces - 
as they are here dated, proceeds directly to Syagros. Syagros, or 

the Wild Boar, would paturally induce a perfuafion that it was a 

nautical appellation* like the Ram Head Dun Mofe, &c. ; but it 

is far more probably to be, like Phenston in the Red Sea, derived 

from the palm-trees obferved there, of a particular fpecies, called 

Syagros: they are of a fupgrior fort!;+, as Pliny informs with 

lirgp fruit, hard, and rough in appearance, and with a high relilh 

of the flavour of wild boar. What, this flavour is, we may leave to 

the naturalifis to determine ; but the allufion to Syagros is manifeft; 

and that the Cepe takes its name from its produce, is a natural 

conclusion. That this promontory is actually Cape Fartaque, cannot 

be doubted, if we now advert io the particulars conne&ed with it; 

for we are told, that the Bland of Diolkorida lies between this point 

and Cape Aromata, or Gar defan, on the coaft of Africa; that it is 

at a confideiable difiance in the open fea, but nearer to Syagros than 

to the Cape oppofite ; and that jt is a large iiland, far exceeding all 

the others that appertain to the coaft of Arabia.

Now although this account is not ftrlctly accurate, for Socotra is 

not actually between the two capes, but forms a term mating point

*»* X.ib. xii. 14’. qu?ni fertnt i® afrit Rovunus. PKn. xiii, 4.
■> So Kpi"< fiETSTT® 'in Crete. It is not t’.ie coco nut palm ; for, among:

Do Palmia. In meridiano orhe priei- loia forty-nine lpecies, -jPiiiiy sft.firyrarsts men. 
puam obtiiu-nt aobilitatcm Syagri . . . . ,  . tjone the Cycas pom© rotundo, majure
ipfum ponmm ‘ gra” te, durum, horridum, quam inaH.amplitatline. 
r.t. a exteris gcncribna diltans fftpore feriiio,

to ‘
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to Cape Gardefan, like our Scilly Iflands to the Land’s End, and is 

confequently nearer Africa than Arabia ; Hill, fpeaking generally, 

the defcription in other refpects is fufficiently correct. The moft 

tranfient reference to the map will at leaft prove, that none of thefe 

circumflances can be applied to Ras-el-had; for that cape lies almoft 

feven hundred miles farther to the north-eaft, and can hardly be 

faid, in any fenfe, to be oppofitc to Gardefan, but by drawing a line 

of fuch extreme obliquity, as would never occur to the mind of a 

mariner under the idea of an oppojite promontory.

XV. DIOSCORIDA, OR SOCOTRA.

D i o s c o r i d a ,  Diofcorides, Diofcurias, or Diofcora, may have a 

Greek origin, but it has fo near a refemblance to Socotra or Zoco- 

tora, that it is much more likely to be a nautical corruption of an 

Arabick term, than the application of a Greek one.

This ifland is near an hundred miles long, and thirty at its greateft 

breadth : it was inhabited only on the northern,ss fide in our author’s 

age, and the population there was very fcanty, confiding of a mix­
ture of Arabians, Indians, and Greeks, who had reforted hither for

■ « In the French Voyage publifhed by La was a well-built town. There are two voyage*
Roque, 1716, Paris— Tamarin, the capital of contained in this work j and in the fecond, a 
the ifland, was Hill on' the north fide. He party went up from Mokha to Sana, who 
mentions alfo, that it was fubjeft to the fheik fpeak well of the Arabs, and the Imam’s go­
of Fartaque, the fame probably as the fheik vernment. It is a curious work, well digefted 
of Kefin ; though he calls Fartaque the capi- and put together; and the more worthy of 
tal, andSeger, or Schoebr, the port (p. 151). confideration, as I know of no other Eu- 
The French obtained here aloes, at eight pi- ropeans who have been at Sana, except Bar- 
aftres the quintal of 95 pounds; befides frank- tlienia and Niebuhr, 
ineenfe, civet, and gum dragon. Tamarin.
V i the

t -V . : ' ■ '
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the: ,purpofes of commerce; while the remainder of the country was 
marfiiy and deferted. Marco Polo informs us, that in his time the 
inhabitants were Chriftians; and A 1 Edriffi confirms this, with the 
addition, that the Greeks were introduced there by Alexander ’**, at 
the requeft of Anftotle ‘9\ in hopes of obtaining aloes, the prin­
cipal produce of the Hland, and of the be ft quality that is known.
New it if. remarkable, that aloes is not. mentioned by the author of 
the Periplus; but he notices particularly the drug, called Indian ,;f 
cinnabar, which exudes from a certain fpecies of trees, aud tortoife- 
fhell, of tiie largeft fize and beft fort j adding, that there is iikewife 
the mountain or land-tortoile, which has the lower fheli of a ruddy 
yellow, and too hard to be cut; and that from the folid part of this 
were formed c a f e s b o x e s ,  atid writing-tablets [of great value].

t>6 When he was returning, fays AI Edrilli, chiefs perch e falla In moke cofe, et fono Ncf- 
f'rom the -Perfian Gulph to the Gulph of torini, Jacopiti et Armer.t. Lib. i. c. 6.
Arabia; which. Unfortunately, he never did; w' Dapper mentions aloes, ambergris, arid 
and equally unfortunate'is he in the reafon tie gum dragon, &c. from a tree called Ber; and 
affigos for the inhabitants being Chriftians, notices the Arabs from Caxem ( Kefchln), 
becaufe Alexander planted Greeks then and Fartaque as rulipg. They are not now

Cofm;i3 Indicopleuftcs lays, they were Ghriftianr, he fays; but have chriltian names,
Greeks from Egypt; he was not at the ifland, as the remains of .tlw. religion, 
but converted with fome of the aatives in The native cinnabar is a mineral; and
Ethiopia: they were Chriftians, and their what is meant by Indian cinnabar that diftils 
pried $ were from Perlia, that is, they were from trees, is not eafy to determine. But I 
Ntflorians. Bayer Hift. Baft. p. in . in find in Chambers’s Biftim,ary, that there haa 
Montfaucon’s Edit, of Cofmas, p. 179. been a ftrange eonfufion between cinnabar and

Marco Polo fays, in Moful on the Tigris, dragon’s blood ; the dragon’s* blood therefore 
hanno uri patriarchs che chiamano Jacolit (ca- is meant, which is one of the natural pro 
tholicos) il qr.al ordina Arci Vefcovi, Vefcovi, dilutions of the ifland.
Sc Ahbati, matidandoli per tutti le partie dell •» Al Edriffi, fpeaking of the tortoifc-fhell 
India & Al Cairo, et in Baldach (Bagdat), at Curia .Mum, fays, dorfa teftudimnn ex 
& per tutt.e le bantle dove habitant! Chriftiani quibus confidant fibi incols laman paropfidcs 
. . . .  non pero fccondo che command* la ad Utvjwdum Sc pinfendum. F. *4.

He
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fie informs us alfo, that there were fevcral rivers and abundance 

of crocodiles, fnakes, and large lizards ; from the laft of which they 

exprefled the fat, which they irfed for oil, and the flefh for food : 

but they had neither corn nor vines. Some few merchants from 

Mooza vifited this id and ; and fome that frequented the coafts of 
India and Cambay touched here pccafionally, who imported rice, 

corn, India cottons, and women Haves, for which they received 

in exchange very-large quantities of the. native tortoife-fhell.

In the author’s age, this ifland was fubje£t to Eleazus, the king /

of Sabbatha, who fet the revenue to farm13*, but maintained a gar- 

rifon for the purpofe of fecuring his receipts and fupportmg his 

authority. This fad is fimilar to what we had occafion to notice 

on the coaft of Africa, w h ere feveraf of the ports in Azania (or Ajan) 

were fubjedt to C h a rib a e l and Cholebus, whofe territories^ were 
in Yemen ; and Niebuhr informs us, that Socotra is at thiff day 

fubjea to the fheik of Kefchin, who has confiderable poffeffions 
in Hadramaut; and Kefchin, which lies a few jeagues to the weft- 

ward of Fartaque, cannot be very diftant from the territory of

Eleazus.
' The confiftency of thefe circumftances in the ancient and mo­

dern-accounts, may induce a perfuafion that we have traced out 

our way fo far with certainty and precifion ; the next ftep we are 

to advance, is the only one on the whole coaft which will raife a

-  The water here is very g o d  , it runs The prince or viceroy, ref.de. at Tamarida, 
from the mountains into a fandy valley among on the north fide of the ifiand. Capt. illake, 
date trees The natives are civil to ftrangers, Oriental Navigator, p. 149. 
but very poor; and the only commodity to “ ■ tip m *  S v w i S.i 

• trade with, is rice [an a. tick in the Periplto], carried there, becanfe they had few women for 
for which we had in exchange fome cows, the haram. 
goats, filh, dates, good aloes, and gum dragon. 1,1 H >«*< .spmwW s.

S s doubt,

- 8 ^
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doubt, and -winch has certainly been the fource of the conftaait 

opinion embraced by modern geographers, that Syagros is not 

Fartaque, but Ras el- bad.

XVI. MOSKHA AND O M A N  A.

1 shall ftate this circumftance in the very words of the author; 

for he fays, “ Adjoining to' Syagros there is a bay which runs 

“ deep into the main land [o f] Oinana, fix hundred ftadia m width ;
« aft;er this there are high mountainous rocks, fteep to, and inb.a- 

“ bked by a [wild] race, that live in caverns and hollows of the 
« cljfF. This appearance. of the coaft continues for five hundred 

« ftadia more, at the termination of which lies a harbour caded 

“ Molkha, much frequented 105 on account of die Sachalitick incenfe 

« which is imported there.”
It ^  is the mention of Molkha and O inana here that necefTarily 

fuggefts the idea of Mafkat, which is in Oman, and the principal 

port of trade in the province : the description of the mountainous 

coafl: is charaQerifiic; and the difiance, fuppofing R ^el-had to be 

Syagros, not incongruous. I cannot account for this coincidencey 

but 1 do not think that Molkha is Mafkat, becaufe Mafic .t is beyond 

C. Ras-el-bad ; and I ihall ihew immediately, by the iflands which 

fucceed Molkha, that we are not yet arrived at R as-el-had by tour 

hundred miles. Neither will the Molkha of Ptolemy tolve the mffi-

Bochart fuppofes Syagros to lie between ** Cfo* Se**W«W,-ihe appointed, the
Hadramaut and Sachaiites; which is trqe in regular port. ■ - i w
; „ jrd to the Saciialites of Ptolemy, and then Confolt d'Anv.tlrs Memo-.re fur \e K<r
K P h a l e g .  .06. Erythrde, Academic de Bdlen Leurrs, tern.

«* TSsi^aSos kfym «f TtiV wreifci, Guam. xxxv, 59®•
culty;

■ |<8
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culty; for he carries it farther back than the Periplus, and has 

placed it to the weft ward of Syagros, which is his Fartaque likewife, 

as well as the Fartaque of our author.
The mention of O'mana here is ftill more unaccountable; but I 

was in hopes to have reconciled it by means of a river O rmanus, or 

Hormanus, which Ptolemy has in his Bay Sachalites, and which he 

brings down front a place called O mana. ft his, howevei, is not to 

be depended upon; for his map is fo diftorted on this part of the 

coaft, that it leaves the whole- matter in uncertainty. One circum- 

fiance only can be deduced from it 5 which is, that his Oimanus 

and O'mana are both to^tlie weftward of Ras-el-had, as well as the 

O'mana and Mofltha of the Periplus: the proof of which is, that 

they both precede his Korddatnon, and Korodamon nsuft be the 

reprefentative of Ras-el-had, as it is his extiemc point eaft of the

, whole peninfula. j ,
'Fhere are no data for placing the Moflcha of the Periplus, but the 

diftance of eleven hundred ftadia from Syagros; and this meafure 

brings it nearer to Seger, the Sachalites of Ptolemy, the Schoehr 

of the moderns, than any other place it can be referred to. At 

Moflcha, the mention of the Bay Sachalites is again introduced by 

the Periplus ; for the author informs us, that throughout the whole 

extent of that bay, in every port, the incenfe lies in piles without a 

guard “7 to protect it, as if it were indebted to fome divine power 

for its fecurity. Neither is it poflible to obtain a cargo, either pub-

-1 -There is nothing very extraordinary in flreets of Panama; but in Seger, beftdes the 
this: plenty of a commodity, however valu- protection of the gods, thelhcik feems to keep 
able, and familiarity with the light of it, take good watch, if a fuigle grain cannot be got 
off from the edge of depredation. Bars of off till the duty is paid.
(liver lie apparently without a guard in the

s s 2 Hcly
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licly or by connivance, without permiflion of the king. Nay, if 

a jfingle grain were embarked ciacideftindy, good fortune indeed 

mu ft the merchant have who could efcape with his vefiel from the 

harbour.
At Mofkha there is a regular mtercourfe by fea with Kane 5 and 

fuch veffels as come from Litnurike *** and Barugaza, to® late in the " 

feafoh, and are obliged to pafs tbe adverfe monfoon in this port, 

treat with the king’s officers to obtain frankincenfe in exchange for 

their muffins, corn, and oil,C!>.

If it fhould now be a Iked, whether I am myfelf fattened with the 

account here given of Ohnana and Mofkha, I coul i not anfwer ia 

the affirmative. Thefe two names certainly throw a fhade of ob- 

fcurity and difficulty over the arrangement of the coaft; and if this 

barren fubjeft fhouid be reviewed by a future commentator, much 

plealure would it be to fee thole ooftaclss removed, which «. have* 

not been fo fortunate as to furmount.
Still that, upon the whole, the afiumption of Fartaque for Syagros 

is right, depends upon proofs now to be produced, which are in­

controvertible ; for we are now advancing to two groupes of Elands,

*■ which are the moft confpicuous of any that are attached to the coaft

of Arabia on the ocean ; and as Blands, rivers, and mountains, are 

features indelible, in thefe we cannot be mi flake n.

X V II. I S L A N D S  O F Z E N O B I U S , o r  C U R I A  M U R I A .

At fifteen hundred ftadia diftance from Moft'ha, which I have 

fuppofed to be Seger ; and at the termination of the dtftriei called

Concau and Cambay. ^  Probably ghee, or liquid butter.
^  Afikho,

\ ■ v f
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Afikho, there are feven iflands, alraoft in a line, called the Iflands

of Zenobius. Now the diftance anfwers to make thefe the iflands in

the Bay of Curia Mima, the Chartan"0 Martan of A1 Edriffi ;_and

though he fays they are only four, and four only they appear on

our charts, it is conclufive in their favour, that he ftyles the bay

Giun-al-Hafcifc *“ ; and Hafek (the Afikho of the Periplus) is the

principal town in the bay at the prefent hour. Hafec1"1 A1 Edriffi

calls it himfelf in another place, where he mentions only two iflands,

as Chartan and Martan; and fays, it is a fmall city, but populous, and

the bay deep and dangerous. The four iflands have now obtained,

the names of Halki, Sordi, Halabi, and Deriabi; and it is poflible

that feme rocky or defected iflets attached to them may have caufed

them to have been reckoned feven ; for feven they are in Ptolemy

alfo, placed in the fame relative fituation between Fartaque and /

Ras-el-had, though not correft in their vicinity to the coaft.

X V III. S A R a P I S ,  o r  m a z e i r a .

F rom Hafec, or Afikho, we have, firft, a trad inhabited by a
barbarous tribe1"3, not fubje£t to Arabia but Perfis ; and at the

di fiance

»  Bochart fays, that by a change of the Hafek; and that Ptolemy’s Mtcphat is a 
ii t ■ c rorrUDtion oF Mcibst. hs it is written in

k* ' “ i * f  M“™" *  Ch* "  S X l  C. M l  of . . .  d u ra . P W  tan Martan of A1 Edriffi. ’
Sinus Herbarum, A1 Edriffi, p. 22. eg‘ 10 ' , . ,, ,  ,

p a ,  he makes Hafec the city, and AlHafcife 13 >  J t f v h *
the bay • but are they not the fame name i *** «*  z™^ia i «adeied by Hudlo.,, Hanc 

-  Here Ptolemy places the Afctoc, wbofe ub ex fupenus Iocs pnetervedus filer,s : but 
name he derives f i l l  An*, becaufe they fail W  <4* « « • «  keeping oft fhorei by a dired 
on floats fupported on inflated fkins; but-this conrfe, in oppof.t.on to or foi­
ls giving a Greek derivation of an Arabick lowing the bend of the coaft- 
name. Bochart conjedures, with much more -  This is extraordinary ban that
probability, that they are the inhabitants of the Sovereigns of Arabia fliould have t a n -

. , ✓
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diftance of two thouTand ftadia from the Wands of Zenobius, another 

ifland called Sat apis. Sarapis, it is added, is an hundred and twenty 

ftadia from the coaft, two hundred ftadia in breadth, and contains 

three'villages, inhabited by priefts, or reolufes, of the Ichthyophugi, 

who fpeak the Arabick language, and wear girdles or aprons made 

of the fibres of the cocoa ” *, Plenty of tortoife-ihell, and of a good 

quality, is found here, on which account it is regularly frequented 

by the fin all veffds and barks froth Kane.
\  * "if we Ihoukl now confult the chart, and examine the fize of this

ifland, and its diftance from the ifles of Zenobius, which we may 

eftimate by the ftadia at about two hundred miles, we identify it to 
a certainty with Mazeira j lor there is no other iliand oi this fize, »■

or at an hundred and twenty ftadia from the coaft, or pet haps 

capable of containing three villages, any where to the vee ft ward of 

Fartaque, or the eaftward of Ras-el-had. It muft therefore He be­

tween tlrefe two points, and precifely aicertain, that we are paft the 

one, and not yet arrived at the other; and likewise, that the illes oi 

Zenobius muft, by their diftance and relative fituation, be the Curia 
Muria of the prefent day, notwithstanding their d /agreement in 

point of number.
Mazeira is well known to modern navigators : its fize and fitu­

ation are fufficiently afeertained, and there M  a channel between 

the ifland and the main, through which English ships have palled.

tones on the coaft of Afilca. In Niebuhr's h .4 obtained it tikeewife. Cloth is ft ill made 
time, the Slieik of Abu Scfiahr, of Bufiieer, faf 'fibres of the nut: vhetlie: the leaves 
In Perils, wasiuafter of Bahrain on the weftern afford a tuWbnce for we&vWg,.or whether 

: coaft of the Giiipb of Petfta. they' were themtelw* the $*»»» “ a>" be
• «  ifftyjteun f y W  KOYKIJiON. We fisft doubted ; the teat is i.i Savour of the leaver

the name of the Cocoa Palm-tree (as far as 1 “  Orient^ Navigator, pp.
can learn) Jirft mentioned in this work. Pliny

P ’Anville

q t - ,
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D’Anville has fuppofed that Sarapis is the fame as Mazeira, without 
confidering that if it be fo, it is to the weft of Ras-el-had, and 
that therefore his Syagros, which is fixed at Ras-el-had, cannot

be correct.

XIX. I S L A N D S  OF K A L A I U S ,  or S UA DI .

U pon  leaving Sarapis, we have another diftance of two thoufand 
ftadia, and then another group, called the Iflands of Kalaius. The 
diftance is too fhort117, but the iflands are thofe of Suadi or Swardy, 
which lie between Mafkat and Sohar, and which, according to 
M‘CluerllS, are formed into four ranges for the fpace of feven 
leagues, with a clear paffage between them. In aflfuming thefe 
iflands for thofe of Kalaius, there can be no error, for the language 
of our author is precife: he fays, that as you are now approaching
the Gulph of Perfia, keeping clofe1'9 round the coaft, you change

the

*7 I (hould read i But how iflandsthat lie two hundredIndies '
but though I have fuggefted correftion., I from the coaft, can be fed  to he m a bay of 
have never ventured on an alteration of the the continent, ns not eafy to comprehend I

propofe ■SwwrXrafii***, or napauXtofi-aai, faffed. or
X,» Oriental Navigator, p. »8 i. St 175. fa i le d  through, for r X to ^ o u , and to render the 
"0 XUttmXtelljtrtt 8  ixopVv %-rupot, « ! pafiage thus: 

dtmi'y tdV APKTON ii&i irspl ra'v Iro-taoX-nv T?s Ttcp- [Proceeding on your courfe from Sarapis] 
j t i f  W obdj, * u n « i viicroi r tt ifo iu u , [rJufefc you wind round with the adjoining coaft to 
Stuckius.] KaAoitf Xtyoptm 1 < r x it* the 1101th •, and a, you approach towards the
raitas J«rxP*a? m pirtx.ftv'a Vf x"??-- entrance of the Gulph of Petfia, at the dif

Thus rendered by Hudfon : tance of two thoufand ftadia [from Sarapis]
In finu autem vicirce continentis, ad fep- you pafs a group of iflands, which lie in a 

tentriones, prope oftium maris Perfici infulse range along the coaft, and are called the Iflands 
jacent, ad quas navigatur, Caitei infulse didhe, of Kalaius.
quje fere bis mille ftadiorum intervals a con- I imagine that w*p«r»P*w rr ^  cannot 
tinente funt disjunft*. be rendered better than by defcub.ng the

iflands

T 3
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the dire&ton of your courfe to the n o r t h . This is. literally true 

at Ras-el-had, and no where elfe on the coaft; for Ras-el-had is the 
extreme point, eaft o f all Arabia; and as foon as you are pail it, Jhe 
coaft fails back again to the north-w eft. If we could reckon the 

two thoufand ftadia from the point where this alteration of the 

courfe takes place, that is, from Ras-el-had, the diflance alfo would ■ 

correfpond.
After arriving at theTe iflands, if  we feould review the whole 

courfe from Fartaque to Ras-el-had, there is nothing to interfere 
with the general ftatement, except the mention of Omana and 
Moftcha; and no fingle point ought to Hand in competition with 
the whole, At the diftance of eighteen hundred years, it is diffi­
cult to fay whether the obfeurity lies w ith us, or the author; one 
Ihould rather :quit the author, who is fo cor reel: in other refpeds, 
and look for a folutron from feme future lights, which may appear, 
either from a better knowledge of the coaft, or from feme better 
readings o f the commentators, confidering that the copy which we 
have is certainly defective, and that no manuferipts aie to be

iUands as «  lying in a " n j# ”  Perhaps It leagues of M-CIuer, or oue-arfd-twenty 
Humid be read a,ld thia >3 che tc two hundred. bgufics kte-
precife dlftiiiaion of M ‘C!ner. may he rally to l e f  daft to the Jhore, to f i f lm  the 
read either with he hvrir n \ ’'Afnrw, or with windingt- of the jhore. But whatever doubt 
™ j rrfv tu t**'., “ <u # *  an M  approaching there may be concerning the content* of the

tht Gu/ph of Pcrja lie ijlandt t '  and 1 P]act a " hek  Paffiige’ notbmg ^  be raorc plam t!‘“ a 
comma at if> older to make it exprefs this one cireumftauce, that the cpwric of the
the diftance from Sarapis : but if it be joined voyage is changed here to the N O R T H , and 
with the final cLtufe, it mo ft be rendered, this particular can be true only at Ras-el-had.
« f a  ffandt of Kalmut, which lit in a range This is the truth we have been iea.-ching for,
« two thoufandJladia along the toad." This ia and I ifonk the proof it concfcfive. 
not true; neither can we ftfctch the (even

The ./
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The natives, on the main oppofite to thefe iflands, are faid to be 

treacherous, and their vifion to be defedive during the light of the 

day : what the latter circumftance may allude to, it is not material 

to inquire, but their treachery is natural if they are Bedouin Arabs, 

as Lieut. Porter110 fays they were in his time at Sohar, and not 

civilized in their behaviour to the people of his boat.

XX. I S L A N D S  OF PAPI AS.

We have now the Iflands of Papias, and the Fair Mountain, with 

the entrance of the Perfian Gulpli; for the firft, we mud look to

two or three fmall iflands on the coaft, beyond Sohar, towards the■
V north; and at the lift of thefe the Journal places the Fair M©un- 

tain, which would anfwer fufficiently to Cape Fillam, if that be high 

.land ; and not far from Fillam are the Straits.

It is not improbable, however, that the Iflands of Papias may be 

the Coins, which lie immediately oft’ the entrance of the gulph ; 

for, in a letter of Lieut. M'Cluer to Mr. Dalrymple, he writes,

“ the- Great Coin . . . .  lies in lat. 26° 30' o" north. . . . and there 

“ are four other iflands between this and Cape' Mufieldom, all of 

“ them fmaller than the Great Coin, and none of'them inhabited . ..

“ Befides thefe, there are feven others clofe in, which are not eafily 

“ diftinguifhed from the Arabian Ihore.” But the determination 

of the queftion will depend upon the pofition in which we view the 

iflands; for they feem to lie within Mocandon, while thofe of 

Papias precede it. We mull likewife find a place for the Fair 

Mountain between them and the Cape, for which there feems hardly 

fpace fufficient.
” r Oriental Navigator, p. 177.

T T
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XXI. S A B O ,  A S  A B O , o r  M O J A N D O N .  . I  I  ffl

It is well known that Mofandon is reprefenfed in Ptolemy by 
the black mountains called Afabo, the promontory of the Afabi; and 

that Sabo fignities South, defignating, as it Ihould feem, in the mind 

of Arabian navigators, the extreme point fouth of the Gulph of 
Perfia. A tribe is alfo' noticed in the neighbourhood, which is called 

Macae both by Ptolemy and Arrian; and in Macse we obtain pro­
bably the rudiments of Mocandon which w  have from the Portu- 

guefe. But the Orientalifls give a different etymology, and inform 

us, that Mo-faiem is the Cape of Congratulation.

Mofandon. is of vaft height, and frightful appearance; it forms, 

with Mount *“ Ehowrs, or Elbours, on the oppofite ihore, the 

entrance to the gulph, which is near forty miles broad, eftimated at 

fixty in the Periplus; and Elbours is called the Round Mountain of 
Semiramis: it is round in fadi, and has its modern name of Elbours 

from its fuppofed refemblance to the Fire Towers of the Guebres 

or Pariees.
Mocandon is a fort of Lizard point to the gulph ; fur all the Ara­

bian fhips take their departure from it, with feme ceremonies of fuper- 

ftition, imploring a blefiing on their voyage, and fetting afloat a toy, 

like a veflel rigged and decorated, which, if it is dafhed to pieces by 

the rocks, is to be accepted by the Ocean as an offering for the 

efcape of the veflei.

Whether the author himfelf palfed this cape, and entered the 
gulph, is very dubious; from the manner of the narration, I flhould 

conclude he never entered the gulph ; for he mentions only two 

particulars within the Araks, and then introduces the paflage acrols 

the open lea from Arabia to Karinania.

“  Theft two mountains oppofite, are the Owair and Kefa’r of A l  Edrifii, p. 4.
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X X II. T E R E D O N ,  A P O L O G U S ,  or O B O L E H .

But the two particulars noticed are remarkable: the one is the 

Pearl Fifhery, which extends on the bank great part of the way 

from Mofandon to Bahrain ; and the other is the fituation of a 

town called Apologus, at the head of the gulp!} on the Euphrates, 

and oppofite the Fort of Pafinus or Spafinus. There can be no 

hefitation in adopting the opinion of d’Anville, that Apologus is 

Oboleh, upon the canal that leads from the Euphrates to Bafra; for 

Oboleh is fituated, according to A1 Edriffi , at the angle between 

the canal and the river; and he adds, that the canal covers it on the 

north, and the river on the eaft; confequently, this is as nearly 

oppofite to the Fort of Pafinus, as the canal is to the Haffar River, 

which communicates with all the mouths of the Tigris and Eu­

phrates.
Apologus is Greek in its external form, but much more properly 

deduced, as d’Anville obferves, from Oboleh, which, with the ftrong 

oriental afpirate, becomes Obolehh or Obolegh. We may confe­

quently a flume this for a proof of its exiftence as a place of com­

merce at fo early a period, when it had probably taken place of 

Teredon or Diridotis, as Bafra took place of Oboleh under the 

fecond Caliphate ” J of the Mahometans ; but that Oboleh continued 

a mart of confideration long after the building of Bafra”4, we may

s!! p [2[> Mare Viride* - - tlie Perfian Sea.
123 Abilfcda Reilke, p. 113. Mare Fulvum, - the CafpiaQ.
224 A 1 Edriffi mentions Bafra fufficiently ; Mare Candidum, - the Propontis,

but in his general dcfcription he fays, Ab Mare Nigrum, • the Euxine.
mari Sin derivatur mare Viride, eftq; (inus Mare Venetum - the Blue Sea, or Me-
Perlim et Obolte,........... Gnus pervenit ufque \ diterranean.
ad Obollam prope Abadan, ibiq; terminatur; Why do we difpute fo much about the mare

pp. 3 , 4- Rubrum J

x t  2 be
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be allured by A1 Edrifli’s making it the termination of the gulph, as 
well as the Periplus; and Oboleh, or a village that reprefents it, 
ftill exifts between Bafra and tlie Euphrates; the canal alfo is called 
the Canal of Oboleh.

Teredon had been a city of great trade from very remote times i 
that is, from the age of Nebuchadnezzar to the Macedonian eon- 
quelh It fee ms to have continued fo till the time of Auguftus, for 
it is mentioned by Dionyfius515; deferted afterwards, perhaps, from 
the failure of water in the Khore Abdillah, or ancient mouth of the 
Euphrates, and replaced ,by Oboleh, probably during the dynafty 
of the Arfacides. The Babylonians, who commanded the river 
from the gulph to the capital, donbtlefs made ufe of it as the 

•channel of Oriental commerce; and, the traffick which had paiTed 
by Arabia, or by the Red Sea, through Idumea, to Egypt, Tyre, 
and other places on the Mediterranean, was diverted by Nebuchad- ♦ 
nezzar, after the deftrudtion of Tyre, to the Perftan Gulph j[ and 
through his territories in Mesopotamia, by Palmyra and Damafcus, 
it palled through Syria to the Weft. After the conqueft of Babylon 
by Cyrus, the Perfians, who were neither navigators to the Eaft, 
nor attentive to their frontier on the weft, fuffered Babylon, Ni­
neveh, and Opis, to fink into ruin ; the courfe of trade, therefore, 
returned to Arabia on the foutli, to the Cafpian1,6 and Euxine on the 
north : Idumea became again the refort, of the caravans ; and Tyre 
rofe put of its allies, till its power enabled it to maintain a liege of 
eight months againft Alexander, in the career of his victories.

Dionyfiua is faid to be the verGfler of Albania ; then down the Phnfis, or Authemus,
EratoRhenet’s Geography ; if fo, it is not Into thr Euxine; in Juftieiaa’a time, by JDu- 
quite a proof that it did exift m fils time. bios, a country eight days from Thcodofiopolie 

4 See Strabo, p. 509. The trade palled in Crimea, where the trade from India, Ibe- 
’  by the Oxits into the Cafpian Sea, and From ri«j, and Perils, meets the Roman merchants, 

the Cafpian up the Cyrus" and Araxes into Procopius de Bello Perfrco, p. 143.

.3
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XXIir. ORIENTAL COMMERCE BY THE GULPH OF PERSIA.

W h a t  views this Conqueror had after his firfl victories, we can 
only conjedture ; but after his return from India, we may be allured 
that his comprehenfive mind had embraced all that vafl fyftem 
which was afterwards completed at Alexandria. His fucceflors, the 
Ptolemies in Egypt, and the Seleucidte in Syria, were rivals in this 
commerce ; Palmyra, Damafcus, and Antioch, all lie on the line of 
the caravanS'from the Perfian Gulphj the Cafpian and the Euxine 
were agltfs frequented, and the commerce on this fide enriched the 
kingdoms “ 7 of Prufias, Attalus, and Mithridates; while the navi­
gation on the Indian Ocean, built upon the fame foundation, fnade 
Alexandria the firfl commercial city of the world. Egypt, main­
taining its intercourfe with the Eafl, in the firfl; inftance by means 
of the Sabeans, and finally,* by fleets fitted out from its own ports 
on the Red Sea. »

337 It would be foreign to the prefent woik die Romans would not foffer the Parthians, 
to pur’fue the inquiry into this commerce, as or any of the northern nations, to traffic by- 
carried on by land on the north. But it feems the Euxine, but confined the whole trade to 
to have exifted in the time of Herodotus, who Alexandria, and the maritime intercourfe with 
mentions the trade on the Euxine conducted India. See Herodotus, lib. iv. and Pliny, 
by interpreters of feven different languages : lib. vi. 5.
in the time of Mithridates*, 300 different Diofcurias was on the Anthemns, one of 
nations met at Diofcurias in Colchis ; and, in the rivers that came out of Caucafus into the 
the early time of the Roman power in that Euxine.

, country, there were 530 interpreters of the Diofcurias was called Sebaflopolis in Adri- 
languages ufed there ; but now, fays Pliny, an’s time, and the lalt fortification of the 
the city, is deferted; that is, in Pliny’s age, Roman empire. Arrian, who vifited it, men­

tions nothing of its trade. Arriani Pcriplus
* Marcian Heracleota. Hudfon, p. 6 4 . fays, that Marjg Euxini, p. 18. 1 find nothing of the

Timoflhenes wrote a very im&erjS* work on Geo- ^  but the Phafis was navigable for
graohy, and Eratofthenes copied him verbatim. , . . , ,, n . , Tr  n

‘Timofthencs was a Rhodian. §ee an Account of thirty-eight miles. Second l etiplus Lux. Sea, 
his Work, ibid. Hudfon.
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In the following ages, the dynafty of the Arfacidx divided thel’c 

profits with the Romans; and in the decline of the Roman power, 

the revived Perfian dynafty affumed fuch an afcendancy, that in 

the time of Jufiinian the Romans had recourfe to the powers of 

A r a b i a a n d  Abyffinia, to open that commerce from which the 

Perfuns had excluded them; and when the Perfian dynafly funk 
under the power of the Chaliphs, the Mahomedan ’',,J accounts of the 

plunder found at Ctefiplion, prove the full poff’effion of the Indian *

commerce by the Perfian s.

XXIV. C A I R O .

U pon the erection of two chaliphates, one at Bagdad, and the 
other at Cairo, the commerce of India was again divided ; but the 

grealefl part of the precious commodities which reached Europe, 

came through the hands of the Venetians from Alexandria, till 

the Genoefe opened the northern communication again by means 

of the Euxine, the Cafpian, and their icttlement at Caffa in the 
Crimea.

”* Procopius, lib. i. c. ao„ mentioti* Jufsi- get, filk robes, wove carpets, embroidered 
nlan’ s application to the king of Abyffinia to carpets, and bullion. Cedremis, p. 418.—
obtain the importation of filk ; but the Abyf- ............ Siipiw mJjmmw. Glycas, p. 2)0.
fiuians could not effeft this, the p t t t lk u  who gives the fame liiftory of procuring iiik- 
[Fcrnans] having feized on the emporia. worms as Procopius.
Paolino, p. 96. When Sad, the general of Omar, took

~19 When HeracTuia took Deftagherd, the Ctefiphon or Modair,, the carpet hi particularly 
palace of Chofroes, he found in it-aloes, aloes mentioned. See Abilfeda Rcilke/ 70; but 
wood, mataxa, filk thread, pepper, muffins, other particulars are omitted, 
or muffin frocks without number, fngar, giu-

j  AD
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X X V . C R U S A D E S .

In the eleventh and twelfth centuries, the Crufades opened to 

the eyes £>f the Europeans the fources of this Oriental wealth. The 

lofs of the kingdom of Jerufalem enabled them to-difcover, that the 

power of Saladin was founded on the revenue derived from the 

commerce which pafl'ed through Egypt; and the work of Marin 

Sanuto 130 is a Memorial prefented to the Pope, and the principal 

fovereigns of Europe, in order to inftruft them, that if they would 

compel their merchants to trade only through the dominions of the 
chaliphs of Bagdat, they would be better fupplied, and at a cheaper 

rate ; and would have no longer to fear the power of the foldans 

in Egypt.

What thofe fovereigns did not, or could not do* was effe£led 

three centuries later by the difcovery of the Cape of Good Hope: 

to this difcovery Europe is certainly indebted for the decline of the 

Turkilh power, which at that time threatened the whole Wcflcrn

% This curious work is infertcd in the one of the princes ; if fo ,1 imagine it contains 
Gella Dei per Francos: it is highly interell- the oldelt map of the world̂  at this day ex- 
ing, both upon account of the commercial in- ritiirg* except the Peutingerian rabies; for 
tclligence it contains, and the clear-lighted Marin Sanuto lived in 13 --1-* Hismap, how- 
fpeculationsof the author. I owe the know- ever, is wholly in the Arabic form; and, I 
ledge of it to Bergeron, who has cited it in his conclude, built on one that he had piocured 
Treatife on Commerce annexed to his collec- when in Palelline. I here is anotner Divio 
tion of Voyages, which is itfelf alfo a rnoft Sanuto, a geographer in the i6th century, 
valuable work. The editor of the Gella Dei, whofe work I have feen in the King’s Library,
&c. fays, he had the Memorial of Sanuto, in but not examined ; it feemed a valuable work 
two MSS. copies, from Scaliger and Peta- for the age. In this Sanuto’s time the India 
vius; that one of thefe was bound, in velvet, trade had fettled again at Aden, where it was 
and ornamented with clafps, Sec. fo as to when the Romans dellro/ed that city 1300 
aifute him that it was one of the original years before. See lib. i. c. 1. The whole is 
copies, prefented by Sanuto himfelf to fome worth confulting,

world j
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world ; and the various other important confequences which enfueil, 
are too well known, and have been too well detailed in hiftory, to 
require infertion in the prefent work.

Of the interior of Arabia we know little to this day ; "but that, 
notvvithftanding the danger of robbery, caravans of great value 
travelled it in all ages, we have certain evidence to depend on.
Previous to the Periplus, wc have the teftimony of Strabo and 
Agatharcludes'; in the middle ages, the account of A1 Edrifli ; and, 
in our own time, we want no other proof than the Englilh im­
portations at Jiddah, which reach Mecca at the time of the Pil­
grimage, and from thence feem to be difperfed over the whole 
peninfula.

At Grace like wife, in the north-weft angle of the Perfian Oulph, 
there -has been a confiderable importation till within thefe few 
years; and at El Catif, near Bahrain, which f t  the Gerrha of the 
ancients, there is fome commerce befides the returns for the Pearl 
Filhefy ; but with the progrefs of which, inland, we are unac­
quainted.

Somewhere in the neighbourhood of Grace was the feat of Abdul 
Wahab, who, with his army of delfts and democrats, has plundered 
Mecca within thefe three years, upon the fame principle as his 
brethren in Europe demolilhed the Church of their own cduntry, 
and with much the fame event to the plunderers; for Abdul 
Wahab is Paid to have fallen by the hands of an aflalun, as the 
firft democrats of France have moftly periihed in the courfe of the 
revolution.

; ’ t ■
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X X V I. G  E. R  R  H A .

G errija Is one of the few towns In Arabia that Pliny has enabled 

us to fix with certainty; for he comes down the weftern coaft of the 

gulph, which, he fays, was never explored till vifited by Eplphanes ; 

and wffiich is little known to any now except the natives : but Pliny, 

after paffing the ifland of Ichara, and one or two obfcure places, 

mentions Gerrha as a city five miles round, and the walls or towers 
built of foffil131 fait. This is a circumftance true (I think) only at 

Ormus and El Katif, which, added to the fize of the city, afcertains 

its identity. It is necefiary to be particular in this refpeCt, becaufe 

the Gerrheans are the firft conductors of the caravans upon record j 

and it is highly probable, that long previous to hiftory they enjoyed 

the profits of this traffic ; for Agatharchides who firft mentions 

them, compares their riches writh thofe of the Sabeans ; and adds, 

that they brought much wealth into Syria, which was at that time 

fubjeCt to Ptolemy ; and furniffied a variety of articles for the in- 

duftry of the Phenicians. By this we underhand, that they crofted 

the whole peninfula to Petra in Idumea, from which city we know 

that the intercourfe was open with Tyre, Phenicia, and Syria.

Strabo 133 informs us, that they were the general carriers of all the 

produce of Arabia, and all the fpices, or aromatics; but he adds like- 

wife, that Ariftobulus contradicts this, and fays, that they go up the

231 Strabo alfo, lib. xvi. p. 766. Gharrae 233 ?  ««rl» « P'PP*~« t4
had the fame ufe of foffil fait, Plin. xxxi. 7. ’AgaSlim Qo/xia>» uu»C Lib. xvi.

111 HudfonGeog.Min.Agatharchides,p.64. p.766. The Gerrhean3 are the travelling
iXTETse/uiEVjWB'w. <xoiv to' cr.ETToy hs aepopaz woro merchants in caravans, and bring the ptoducc 
tvs ’Ao-ios; x«l tvs *Evfttm;, the fa£tors for all the of Arabia, and the fpices of India, 
precious commodities of Afia and Europe.

u u Euphrates

; 1<?3

V


