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“time, and was of no fervice 3 for the' army mrgm’lhaire prameﬁﬁd
from Cleopitis to Petra, and thence to the head of the Eldnitick

~Gulph, ‘through a friendly country, and /in the ortinaty el

viaf

the earavans ' '‘But fiftéen days were required to extricate the
feet from the fea of Suez, and to reach the road of Leuke’ Kome;
and here, when they arrived, many veficls hiad: been loft, and the

troops were fo afflited withi a ‘diforder in'the mouth, azndwﬁwﬂmg
in the legs, that the remainder of ‘the yczr was loft, atd'the lxpcn-

Jf

dition delayed till the following fpring.
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Upoﬁ leaving” Leuké Komé, Gallus’ advanced; ﬁ-ﬁ,“ff"_ ug

defert

ﬁelu were bmug‘:aracmfs the ddgn fnpn
Cairo on camels. In this maaner a fleet vF

76{ veffels was confiruéted, which, from g,e N

time it weighed from: Suez, was ten days be-
fore it reached ’I‘nrf and left it on the :levenl.h

This accouits for the hiteen days employed
like

by Gallus in parforming a, . paffage of
more than 240 miles. See Ramufio, tom. i.
p- 274 Viaggio per un Comito Venitisno.
%6, We have the route of the pilgrims in .
Mel. Theyenot, Pococke, and Shaw, from
_ Cairo to Mecca; and reckoning from Ageroud,
which is neas Sucz, the account in Thevenot
ftands t.lms, tom. i. P 1513
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This routs maﬂw:r, by the co
nght Yive on De la Rochetie’s n:arj
285 miles, which, with the aﬂa&nnf:‘;ir road}-!
diftance of 1, amounts ta' 420 miles and
this at 35 miles & dzy. a2 moderate mavch for
a Roman army, fequives 21 days: fo

they proceeded fafter by fea thanthey would
bave done by land; the time loft, therefore,

© tyadin the preparation of the fleet.

7 This is the fame defert which,
pafled in bis masch from Medina to Ha
Alla, where, Abilfeda, Iays, ‘magnas ilii
vizm tolerabant moleltiasab zﬁu qﬂ‘m. p. 5&-
Ed. Reilke; 1754 « 00
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; and feems to have been the fovereign of the Thamnudites; but
il Sylléus had the fame influence here as in Petréa; and though the
| country was nbt deftityte, or the prince unfriendly, thirty days were
~employed before the army reached the country of the Nomades or
Bedoweens, called Araréné ', and fubject to Sabus. This tract has
a refemblance to the territory of Medina and Mecca ; and the fpace
of fifty days employed in pafling it, till they reached the city oi the
A’grani '™, Négrani, or Andgrani, which was taken by affault, is
fome cunﬁrmationrof the conje@ure. The king had fled into the
defert 3 but the country was not hoftile; nor altogether incapable of

«  fupplying the neceflaries requifité for the army ™
From hence, after a march of fix days, they arrived on the bank
of a river, where the natives were collefted in a body, and oppofed
their paffage : a battle was the confequence, in which, with the lofs
- of only two Romans, ten _tﬁ-pufamd'ﬁrabiams- were {lain. Strabo
defcribes them equally deficient in fpirit, as they were ignorant of
the art of war 3 and yet thefe very tribes were in a future age, under

r

4 Araréné is probably Sara-rene, as Aphar
is Saphar; and Sara is Saharra, the defert.
s "”.A’gram in the firlt mention is written
I\‘égram in the MSS. ; and on the fecond, 7
Neypavas + and Cafaubon withes to read Aypion
See Strabo, pp. 781, 782,
prove the urfeertainty of the ground we ftand
on; and any of them would jultify d’Anville
in aﬁ'uming Najeran (a place fully delcribed
by Al Edrifi, and well known to Niebuhr),
if the other circumftances of the expedition
will accord. ﬁef;mn is, a fortrels dependant
on Mecea: it 12 dap fouth of that ca-
pital, and ealt of the mountains which bound
the Tehama. See Al Edriffi, pp.48. 50 5L
This is perfeétly conﬁ&:nt, if Ararene is the

ﬁ.' .: 9 -

All thefe readings:

country of Medina and Mecca ; and Najeran
muft be, by comparing circumitances in A¥
Edriffi, on the borders of Yemen, nearly ona
parallel with Sqdum Rah. Cobfult, p. 48.

u3 Al paffed through Najeran, and brought
a tribute fropvit, when he was returning from,
Yemen, whither he had been fent to preach
the Koran by Mahomet ; and if Négrana be
Najeran (as to all appearance it is), it directly
contradits Goflellin’s hypothefis, that;Elius.
Gallus. terminated his expedition at Meccas
Abilfeda Reifke, p. §3. . Abilfeda mentions
the converfion of the kings of the Homerites,,
the people: of Arabia Felix ; and adds; that
Ali’s preaching converted the whole tribe of
Eamdan in one day, )

the
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thie Pillars of Herculesito the Trdae, 100l sliaie: Jﬂ"‘” '*W‘?’W i

w:'Fhe Yofsaf this battle ipmdm the fﬁr@éﬂﬁt Wﬁﬂ o Fﬁ W@ﬂ
tie Wghbﬂﬂﬁ’lﬁﬂ‘d’ ;i“‘ahd;uwﬁﬁﬂﬁtl, f}mlﬁgf "Whﬂf m#— o .

here, or what diftance “intervened; che’ ‘nextiplkefﬂfﬁ?ﬁ,,'l ot i

is- Achrulla. o Athrolla was taken without \difficulty, ‘and gars Ve

. and & Tupply oF: previfiods Wastebraed|dwhich eRab MR 5
proceed to Marfyaba. « This: ¢ity .is *defaﬂbedwawtwm W‘ﬁi&

Rhaminites, ‘and the fear of Tlafar 1, rlthe’ffmésgwaﬁm&ff untr
Here terminated ‘the ‘expedition 5 fory after lying before we pl:

fix days, Gallus was mmpﬂ[haa\wbymw of water; to- fﬁﬁ&!ﬁ@ i

fiege, and retreat to Andgrana; where the battle’ had been fought
and- whlclx he dld' nat %ﬁéb'% af:et a ﬁ@ﬂr@féﬁﬂwm#@t wﬁﬁ’!‘ﬂr!
dippaiiicd Beivet vz R Rl Y SRy
o From m&s&ﬁme; R prefmm »oE hm army&meﬁemmé imme-

diate objedt of the commander; ‘than‘the hiope of gquua&“z:‘hﬁ?h%{. o |

fpent fix' months in-teaching Martyabs s e was now con

the pcrhdy of bylléus, he 1mputed the whole failure to the dﬂé&‘i&a .

of the march by the advice of that miniffer; and if ‘the fame. delfﬁ:y
fhould ‘oceur on the re:mt, }he f‘aw that :he deﬁtuﬁlqn of the 2

A

maa incvitables i SRRy
iy ¥ ¢ prevent this, it is evrd___'j

we are led to- conge&ure, that it'was dmﬁ’ted «tmﬂuhe uitén_mft@ .?'

7 ‘I,.Z"
Sy mruzﬁng 'Pmlcmvy. the comiry qf feh mﬁodea and Anﬁgrma o
Elitarus, or the BB, G Far tod thuch' Yo G :h‘faﬁncc ’i:aﬂcfiﬁéhﬂ, ert
the fouth "to allow of the ﬁ:‘ppeﬁtk)!r l!ﬂt ohie text’ dre at §af!aupe e b
Gallus went no furthier than Mecea. Ea kﬂiight Al gran
m The copies of Strabo are fo ﬁcdrmtn i apparently it Alca, 2 that ity farrety
thefé names, that though there i rﬁtknt{y deted mﬁﬁﬁa&dy _er tﬁéﬁ e i e
ap intention of the editor to maké Alfghma T ol i)y

3 : coaft.
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coaft. In this cafe, the army muft have crofled the mountains and
defcended into the Tehama; and yet in a march of fixty days, we
have nothing to guide our inquiries but.the mention of four places,
without dates, and with one diftance only fpecified : thefe are, The
Seven Wells, eleven days from Andgrana Chaalla, Malotha, and Nera.
- Nera'?, we are informed, ‘was in the territory of Q'bodas, that is,
in Petréa, and in allzprobabmty at fome diftance to the fouthward of
Leuké Komeg. . . . ..

- At Nera the army qmbqued, and was e!ewen days in crofling the
gulph to Myos Hormus. The route from/this port to. Koptus on’
the Nile has been already defcribed ; ,and from Koptus, Gallus pro-
ceeded to Alexandria with the fhattered remains of his forces. Of
thefe, feven. only had perifhed by the {word ; but a.very great pro-
portion ~was rendered. unferviceable by difeafe’?, famine, and: a
variety of diftreffes whtclg, they had experienced in thc courfe of the
SATPARED. o i Sy bl _

Thus ended an ,axpgdmon, planned w:.thout pohcy and conduéted
mﬂmut,capaﬁigm o If ithad fucceeded, the Romans could not have
- eftablifbed themfclyes in.the country ; and by its failure, it retarded

SbEL Ay 2 ol i BB 4 et {
"3 Nera, in the margin of Strabo, is written

'.Hygra,'“ and! Negra in Cafaubon’s tranflation;
and in fuch a flaGuation of the MSS, or
printed copics, we have nothifg to determinie
our doubts: but we may conclude, that the
-place, whatever is its name, muft be confider-
‘ably below Leuke Kamé, as the paffage from
‘that port to Myos Hormus was. only three
days. 'This, however, was for a fingle fhip,
and Gallus had a Heet; but we mult fuppofe
-he continued his courfe up the coalt to the
‘porthward, and came by Ras Mahomed to the
Egyptian fhore.  Much dlﬁic.ulty ftands in

£

the way of calculation ; and, after all, it is not
quite. clear ; whether Strabo’s elgven days, are
to be reclmned from the time Gallus reached
Nera; ‘or from the day he left it T conciude
the litter to be intended. A '\Icgu 18 men-
tioned by Cedrenus, p. 364 500 years latery,
where a St. Avethas was put to desth by

Elelbaas, the Abyflinian conqueror of the Ha-

mevites.  One thould not have expetted 1o find
a Chriltian martyr, of the name or family of
the Arethas’s of the defert.

*s Dio fays, they did not merely rctreat,
but were dmcn out.

[
their
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their full Tntercourfe with India for a@moft a choturyl) (Buedbin |
were poflible to give the reader fatisfaction on theextent of ity ne

apology would be requifite for the: &greﬂiom “This, from the fean-
tineis of materials, ‘cannot be done; but as mywengaamm differ
Voth from’ @Anville and M. Goffellin; 1 fhall barely. fatewthe

grounds on which they are founded, ‘and km ‘the dmmaﬁm w©

the judgrrent of the réader. - o b o el b o AT

The firlt fep towards fixing the termination of the ‘expe
would be to *d:{h‘ngﬁih Marfyaha ﬁiﬂlﬂaﬂ ‘the cities with whseh it
is confounidéd. 1 VR el u‘Tu bl

The Matfjaba of Strabo is in: thie mm of the Rhamanitz, and
under 'the ‘government of Tlafirus. ' It is ' not ‘the Mareb of Sabea,
where the grear Tank " is, for that' ‘he ‘calls: Meriaba of ithe Sas
béans and this fufficiently declares againft d’ Aaville’s fyftem, which

carries Gallus into Sabéa, and on which Goffellin jultly obfexves, that

if Gallus had befieged Mareb, he would not have: been- obliged to
raife the fiege for want of water, 'the: reafon affigned by &:m: |

' Prolemy hins likewife a Méraba- (written Baraba in the text) which
he places in the conntry of ‘the Minéans, 'and calls it a metro

and a Mariama, two degrees to the fouth-eaft 5 but he has no Ma—
tiaba cither in Saba or the country of the Homemes. Tis Elifird,

the lafar of Strabo, ate* ﬁxll farthe,r fouﬁh tha.n thq Mméans, and

{' -n\fi

upon the coaft.
Pliny has two Mamabns one marked by ,;he Tank, cal}ed Bar#—

iﬂi‘ _

malchum *, the Royal Sca or Lake ; and angther, in the country '

s Mareb s @it the cap.ta! of alarge p‘m- arc-ﬁ;ﬁgurrent See Nm'b til. p rg. Arib&z
wince in Yemen called Dsjof, 'bi:metu Néjﬂm 4% Balir-u-melk, Behrau- nialk, Balir-u:male
‘and Hadramaut, ‘where “the ameu: ‘traditions Kl the Lake of LBe Kﬁ'rg, oi' ﬂw K’iﬁgn;

2 mmcrmng the Tank, the quesa of Sheba, &e.  the Roral Lake.
: of

Vg
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of the Calingii ; he adds, that Mariaba is a general name of a -cap':tal.-
It is apparently then the Mariaba "7 of the Calingii which lic informs

us; contrary to the aﬂ‘emon of Strabo, that Gallug took, and finithed

his invafion at Caripeta. But it is flill more extraordmary, that the
other cities he'mentions as taken and deftroyed by Gallus, do not,
in any one inftance, correfpond with thofe of Strabo, except that
his Negra is poflibly Nera ™"\
Dio "' terminates the irruption at Athlula, cvidently the Athrulla
of ‘Strabo : he mentions the army bemg afflited with a difeafe in
the head and legs; and adds, that Gallus did not merely retreat,
Jbut was driven out by the natives,
~ The whole of this gees to prove, that Gallus did not réach Mareb
Baramalcum  and, in fhort, the fac is impoffible ; for #hat Mareb
, is above eleven ** hundred miles from Moilah, and the retreat of
Galius, in' fixty days, would requ1re a march of almoft twenty miles
a day, which, for fuch a continuance, is not to be performed.
% By _thc Mareb of d’Anville be too diftant, the Mecca of Gof-
fellin ‘is .too near; for the route of the caravan, from Moilah to
,Mecca, makes it only 731 miles, at 3 miles an hour.
547 — at 2% miles an hour.
546 — d’Anville’s Map.
560 — De la Rochette’s Map.
Add for road-diftance 8o

640 -— probable mean diftance, from 620
to 640, «

"7 Supradi®am Mariabam. The Maviaba - *» Lib. liii. p. 350, Ed."Steph,
of the Calingii is the laft mentioned, and Har- ™ It is 1085 in a right line, which, with
douin fuppofes that to be meant. the addition of a feventh, becomes 1240, and
"® May it not be Negrana, for Nagrana?  increales the difficulty.
> . ; ;
00 If,

”
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If, thercfore, Gallus was advancing for fix months, be muft have
marched lttle more than an hundred miles a month:  And let us '
fuppofe, with Goflellin, all the fraud of Sylidus, and all the devia-
tions of the march he pleafes, this-advance is far lefs than a R@mga,
army can be fuppofed to make. The country Gallus was delirous
~ of reaching, was the country of gold ™' frankincenfe, myrrh, and
fpices, certainly either Hadramaut or Yemen; and when he was at
Marfyaba, He was told he was but two days diftance from. the pro-
vinee he withied to enter. He might be deceived in that, and mofk
probably he was; but the deception could hardly amount to the
difference between two days and thirty, and Mecca _is).'.liuli;p.a fhort of, |
thirty days from Hadramaut. : i el RN G S
Goffellin fuppofes Athrulla to be Yathreb or Medina, and Mar-
fipalba to be Macoraba or Mecea; but it is not eafy to difcover the
refsmblance of thefe names, or the other five he gives from Pliny.
Strabo is furely a betrer guide, who was in. habits of intimacy with
Gallus, and who received the names moft probably from his rePOrtes
Pliny fays, that Mar{yaba was taken, and that the expedition termi~
"nated at Caripeta : Strabo afferts, that Marfjaba was not taken, andi -
does not notice Caripeta at all, It is not fafe to, build on fimilarity
of names ; but Nagrana, which Goffellin {uppofes to be Al Nokra ",
is certainly more nearly related to Najeran in found. Najeran is
affuredly as ancient as Mahomed’s time: it is a confpicuous. pro-
nt Qtrabo, 750, : Al Nokra, I conceive it lies far too.much to.
= Al Nokra is the place where the road the eaft to be in the track of Gallus; and,
from Bafra to Medina joins that from Kufa to. from the expreffion of Al Edrifhy I conclude
the fame city, /A Balraad Medinam fationes it lies farther calt than &’ Anville has placed it..
fere viginti, & hee via coincidet cum extre- Bot even if d Anville is right, Al Nokrm is

mitate Kuofe prope vaagdcn al Nokra. Al upwards of 200 miles out of ;!ig"m& that
Tdriffiy p. 121, Even as d'Anville has placed  Gallus appears to have taken,.

 yince
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vince ftill, according to Niebuhr**; and Al Edrifi™** places it on
the road from Mecca to Yemen. This appears tosbe the very route
by which Gallus was advancing; and Najeran, by the Arabian
accounts, was capable of affording the fupplies of which the army
‘ftood in meed. T ami myfelf therefore perfuaded, that Gallus entered
the country of ﬂ:e‘M-i-néans, and that the city he aflaulted, whether
Mariaba, Marf{yaba, or Caripeta, was the capital of that province ; for
Mariaba implies a capital in general ; and if Ilafar is the king of this
~ tribe, whether Calingii, Rhamanite, or Elefari, I would comprehend
all three under the title of Minéans, = At leaft, to my conception it
is clear, that Ptolem-y, Pliny, and Strabo, all point to fomething
farther fouth than Mecca.

Whether this opinion will meet with the approbation of.others,
is dubious ; fuch as the obfeurity and contradiction of my authoritics
will allow, I give it.  If Najeran be a fixed point, and concluded,
we have ground to ftand on ; if it can be difputed, I am ready to
embrace any aflumption that may be fupported upon better proofs.
What the Rhamanitz of Strabo, or Calingii of Pliny, may be, feems
impoflible to determine. Goflellin coneludes, that the Rhamanita
of Strabo are the Manita of Prolemy : it is the ftrength of his argu-
ment ; and in Mercator’s Map, the Manitz are placed on the north
of Mecca. But perhaps Mercator is mifled, for we have no latitude
© of the Manita ; and the text fays, below the Manitz *** is the interior
Myrrh country, and then the Minéans, a great nation. I have
not yet met with any account of myrrh in Hejaz, and therefore, if
the Rhamanite and Manite are the fame, I conclude that they are

W Arabie, it 114 : 135 Yol qats Mewbras 0 drrds opvproQipos, dva Mis
- 9% Pages 48, 49. yébioh iy i9r0ge:
002 in

Gl
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in Yemen. Bug the whole of this is conje@ural § and; if names awnl _

I might with equal propricty contend, that Rhaman is Faman, or

Hamdan, the tribe converted by Aliy the pofition of which anfwers;

or aflert, that Qari-Peta is Carni-Peta, correfpondent tothe Carna'® :

or Carana of Strabo, which 'he fays wab the capital of the Minéanss @ |
Is it not reafonable to fuppofe that the army moved in the track -

of the caravans ¥ ? and as the line here affumed is direct between

Hejaz and Hadramaut; and éuts ‘the province of the Minéans, ‘who

wete the regular carriers between both, does not this {uppofition b

folve more of the difficulties than any other? It is~ but a fuppo~ -

fition at laft; 'Rill, where our ignorance of ‘the country renders

every effort dublous, a mnonal hypotheﬁs is all that can be‘ ‘ex.

pe&edo- i i . L
Najeran ** itfelf is in chaz, for it is one of the fmtraﬂ'éwﬁf i

Mecca, according to Al Edrifli ; and the boundary of this province
and Yemen, is ﬁxcd at the following ﬁ’atlen. If 5 ﬁhcqu;’e,_ -'G:al_,l_u'&,

v% T have a leanio; g towards the conm&m_ ‘ouﬂy, but mzhout aﬁimg an mpm-tancc to,
oF thefe two names; but if the two plices be ity may not the Karipeta ‘of Hiay be Karhi-
the fame, the difficulty is not vemoved ; for, Petfa, the fortrels of Karnal. . 1f this could:

_the fame city gannat be taken, and not taken, be fuppofcd Mar{.sba or the m,o;m!, 5. identi-
and the expedition cannot terminate at two Bed with Karni- Petra; for both are the pric-
different places, The following circumftances, cipal ity of the Minéanss
Jhowever, may be‘punuus, if not. convmcmg 1 8trabo has pom;ed ‘this up;, untcr the

The four great natious ih Atabia Feli, or Tuppolition thae Gallua might hive ‘marched
Yemen, averng the. Mmc,-,m, the Sabéans, the -by the caravan-road thruugh Petréa, | Aavmns
Ratabananfes (who are in the Maphartis oOf . Xugemy 1519 - « b XeuHDINTOP. TOTH T wanfe M;’pm
the Peériplis), ‘and the people of Hadramau, ' #ed ““P"M e dafaii ol ludpes Vs brpan
As the power of the Babéang declined, the . mizgas, bet gl &“?ge‘” pandiy sporomidn,  The
tribe of Ham}'ar (the Hommm) prevailed, camely and men o the caravaus «find fupphﬁ
whofe capitsl'was Apher, Saphar, orDafary from fontrefs 1ol fortrefs, in the fame manner @i
but the capital of the Minéaus was Karga, or 48 army. _ i
Krand. - Mibith s s s + whrss caupin o psyien % El Edeifli, pe 49s - e
Ko, % Bagarda . Strabo, 768, T aflk cyrs b, 3 -

was
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ARABIA 1% 481
"wéa nine days in returning hither after his repulfe, we may fuppofe
that he would not march lefs than fifteen miles a day on fuch an
emergency: this requires that he fhould have advanced upwards of
an hundred miles into Yemen. And if we date from Najeran the
fixty days ‘employed in his retreat to Nera, an eftimate between
twelve ‘and fifteen miles a day would enable him to reach that port
in the time afligned. * This'feems a great exertion for fixty ™ days
‘continuance ; but famine impended, and doubtlefs the Arabs ho-
vered in the rear; add to this, that when the army arrived in Egypt
it was campletely ruined, as Strabo informs us, by famine, hardhip,
ficknefs, and the difficulties of the march. = ;

Nera, as it is'the termination of the expedition, [ fhould have
been glad to fix, but no reprefentative offers; it muft be within the
limits of Petréa, and it fhould be placed as far below Leuké Komé
as the province will admit : it may perhaps be difcovered by fome
future Niebuhr ; or an enlarged knowledge of the language, and the
- country, may fthew that we are all pilots at fea, without infiruments,
charts, or compalfs. il : " |

We are now to return to the coaft, on which, as has been allready
noticed, the Peripltis mentions only the Canraites, Burnt Ifland,
Mo.ofa, and Okclis,  The Canraites are the wild tribes on the
broken fhore of the Hejaz, terminating about Haflan Ifle, in lat. 25°,
And the paflage from Leuké Komé to the Burnt Ifland was con-
ducted with a view of avoiding the coaft throughour. How this
could be effeted during a run of from ten to twelve degrees, or
_ more, is not eafily accouanted for ; but one of thefe diflances it muft

¥ But it agrees with a fimilar route from which required 65 d;)'s. * Lib. xii, 32. Hap~
Thomna to ‘Gaza, mentioned by Pliny, douin.

be,

k.
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480 PERIPLUS OF THE FRYTHREAN SEA.

be, accm!mg as we affume Gebel Tar, or Gebel Zekir, for Katake-
kdumene, or the Burnt lland ; and as ‘both preferve: at pse{ent the
figus of yolcanoes ia docay 5 ‘one of them it muft be, as may’ Tuit
beft with other circum@ances mentioned, The extreme diftance

is from Moilah, in lat, 29° 56" " to Gebel Zekir ™, in 13° 50'; the

{malleft, from Haflan Ifle, in 25°,""* to Gebel Tar, in 1 5_‘?-.1_{;‘-2_ 1f
Mokha is affumed for the reprefentative of Moofa, aud Moofa be
the only obje of the ancients, Gebel Zekir muft be prefecred ; or

if we fuppofe ‘that the ancients withed to approach ‘the cdaft, as

foon as they found the natives more civilized, we fhould rather bhe
direéted to Gebel Tar ' : for in that latitude, and even to the nouh
- of it, we are to fix the Sabans generally, in the fame manner! as
Niebuhr extends the dominion or influence of the modern Sanal
Sana‘ in fad, under the government of its Imam '™, as it comi
prehends nearly the fame territory as the ancient Sabéa, fo does it
partake of the manners and habits ateributed to that nation, where

commercial intercourfe had foftened the Arabian cha.raé_ter, and in*

130 Makiog 14° 6",

U Notwithftanding ' the d:fag:cement of
M. @ Anville and M, Gollellin, no one can
fearch this queftion thoroughly without refe-
rence to the differtation of the former on the
gulph of Arabia. I have collefted materials

from both; from P. Sicard, Irwin, Bruce,:

and De la Rochette’s beautiful chart. If I'
prefer the latitudes of the laft to all others, it
is becaufe they are founded more efpec:ally on
obfervations made by Englifh-navigators, and
the officers on board the floops, packets, and
trading vellels in that fea, are, for the moft
part, fcientific men, and better qualified to
determine’ nautical quedtions than any uavi-
gators who have preceded them.

3
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" j':bbcl Tier is'the point from which all
fhips going to Jidda take their depatture aftec
failing from Mocha, Bruce, i p. 341, This,
though the courfe is the diredt contrary to

that of the Periplds, #till marks itas a point

of dcparture and deftination.

"¢ "This is evident, from Barteman in Ra-
mufio, the French Voyages in 1721, by La
Rocque, and Nicbuhr. The government of the

JImam is much more gentle than any Moorilh

government in Africa or Arabia; the people,

too, are of gentlé mannars, the men, from -

eariy age, bcmg accuﬁomed to trade. Bruce,
i 367
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troduced that fecurity of life and property, without which com-
merce itfelf cannot exift,
Mooza, aecording to the Peripliis, was the regular mart'** of the
country : it was not a harbour, but a road with a fandy bottom,
which afforded good hold for the anchors *, and where the fhips
lay in great fecurity : it was inhabited wholly by Arabians ; and was
frequented on account of the Indian trade with Barugaza, as much
as for its native produce. :
~ The intercourfe with the Sabans had from the firft been efta-
blithed, either here or at fome mart in its vicinity ; but the Sabéans
were now no longer the prevailing tribe ; the Homerites, who came
from Mareb, were become the fupcnor power, and Charibéel the
fovereign of both nations. He had fixed the feat of his govern-
ment at Aphar, fuppofed by Goffellin to be the fame as Dafar or
Safar; and Dafar is noticed by Niebuhr as a place near Mount
Sumara, now in ruins. The diftance, however, does not anfwer;

for Aphar is placed by the Periplds thirteen days inland from Save,

and Save three days from Moofa,  But if Savé is the fame as Taas,
or Mount Sabber, the diftance from Sabber to Dafar is not much
mcre than from Moofa to Sabber ; and thirteen days from Sabber
inland would carry us much nearer to Sana, the modern capital of
the Imam, and the metropolis of Yemen.

It is poflible, that in a country fubject to perpetualrevolutions,
provinces may have obtained different names from the tribes that

occupied different fituations : this feems apparent in the diftsit of

- Cataba, which is now inland fixty miles from the coaft, notwith-

RS mﬁgm :q.u;.m, the port eftablifhed by of the road of Mokha, ~The cables, he fays,
the native government. - do not 1ub, becaufe the bottom is fand; while
16 Brice mentions. the fame circumftance it is oral in almoft every other part.

ﬁanding
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ftanding that Strabo places the' Catabanians immediately at thie firaits, | g
It may be, therefore, prefumption to Gy, that Save is Sabber "7, or |
Aphar, ‘Dafar ; notwithanding that the territory of Maphartis ** at
Save, .or the capital of the Hmmentcs thirteen days inland, may
afford us general information fufficiently corret. Lho_l;&bus, the
fovereign of I\?Iaph_artis;.whofe relidence is at Sa.vé,'ﬁis._&yl'_ﬁld- a tyrant
by the Periplis, that is, a prince whofe legitimate title was. not
acknowledged; but Charibael is the genuine " fu’vérqigg--of the Ho-
merites and Sabéans.  ‘The power of Cholébus extended over ' the
fouth-weft angle of Yemen, both within and without the flraits, oc-
cupying the fame tract as the Catabamans of Strabo in a former : age.
And Cholébus had a joint power **° with the fuhjaas of Charibael
at, Moofs, over the fettlement at Rhapta, on the coaft of Afica, _
The mart of Yemen, at the: prefent day, is at Mokha, where ' ' i
coffee is the grand article of exportation, on whichthe Imam of =~
Sana '* receives a daty, of twenty—ﬁve “per cent, equivalent to the Al
cuftom exaded by the' Ruxﬂan& at Lieuke l\ome fcventcen hundred
years ago, . Twenty miles ' inland from Mocha, Niebubr: dlfcnvexed
" a Moofa fill exifting, which he with great probability fuppofes to
be the ancient mart; now carried inland to this diftance by’ the
ascretion of the coaft,  And if the accretion is allowed, certainly

% Niebulr bas o conjefure alfo relating vo, merchante of Moofa, who were fubjefts to

Sabba and Zgbid, tom. ii. p. 55. _ IChanbael, received @ ! ‘tribute from Rhapta,
# Peripliis; p- 13 " 'while Cholebus had the civil adminiftration of
L8 ivdeouos Baoinads. | Perip, po X3 b the fettlement. Mafagpiins Tipawss, is the Ty-

b 8o 1 ;“tc\-prgt a paflage (p. 10. of the ' tant of Maphartis: . Mophartis and Maphartis
Periplia) sipera A vy (-nb xﬂ(m} Kewl m | differ ho more than Dofar and Dafar, 1n the .
Iixmur e iven th:ijq-acm vy, Bacirslgs 5 mpons - pronunciation of which Niebuhr faya he could
:ywolmvr A?a;.bix,;. 6 MFQ‘a;L: reg 'n.f;'u:m, 'Hoq:-ﬁs 3 pere cive no diffevence.

5 Buaios Jiblopor ity ixwow tyame Meow, L "% Niebuhy, who cites Phny, lib, =i, o 35.
undeifland by this, that Tujsme; means: Cho- for another inftance s Regi Gebsmwr;u:h q&t‘b
,lebus, and Buciniw; Charibdel; and that the  tas myrche partcs penduat, ;

noe
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no fituation can be affumed more correfpondent to the ancient
authorities. e ;
At Moofa, the 1MpoRTs fpecified are thefe:
Top@ipes ™** Sicpopog xauk udwizty  Purple Cloth, fine and ordinary.
Iparicuss "Apalbmds xupdords Cloaths made up in the: Arabian
& 7 amiie xe xowde xws fathion, with fleeves, plain and
CXOTENATOS, . common, and (Jfcutulatus) mixed
or dappled.
Kpoxos, = . .. - ‘- Saffron.
Kimegogy, = . = = - Cyperus. Aromatic Rufh.
Obéway, - = = = Muflins
*AGOA @l = = - - Cloaks.
Addixes & woNI dmdol rexw Quilts, a fmall aflfortment; {ome
EvTaTIoN, . plain, and others adapted to the
_ : fathion of the country. -
Zévas owmral, - = = Safhes, embroidered, or of: different
\ “fhades,
Mu'pov,.- - - - - Perfumes.
Xpiuw inavdyy = - = Specie for the market, or in con-
ikl Aiderable quantity.
Olvoe 7¢ xas oiro; € moadg = Wine and Corn, not much. The
| country produces fome corn, and
a good deal of wine.
: . : EXPORTS:
- Splpie ixreerd, = "= = Myrrh, of the beft quality.
Eraxry aeppwaia,' = - Sta@lé, or Gum.
Abydos, = = = = White Stones. Alabafter.

1 The madern articles of import and ¢x-. ¥ A doubtful reading ; but probably con.
port may be fecen in Nicbubr, tom. ii. taining Mudix, i ¢. from the country of the
Psae J \ Minai,

PP ' : . Added
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Adﬂcd to thefe were a varigty Tof  the arricles ‘enumerated at
Aduli *¥, which are brought over from Africa and fold here. - But

there were likewife feveral others imiported ‘as prefents both to

" Charibdel ** and Chalébus ; v fuch as’ ‘horfes, mules, gold plate, and
filver embofled; robes of great value, and brals ware of various kmde%’»_-._:_"-

OF ‘thefe it may be ‘prefumed ‘that Charibdel had the largcﬁ fhare ;
for to him embaffies ** were frequently addrefied, and. he ‘was cen-'
fidered as the friend of the Roman emperors,. _ L A
The importance of this comn‘ierce, as it appears in @he Penpiﬁs
is manifeftly far inferior to the re;i:’e’fcntatwn of it in Agatharchides;
and the trade of the Sabéans deciimug, after the fleets from Egﬁ'pt
found their way to Indxa diret, was probably not only the mhfe
of ‘their. 1meverlfhment, but of their {ubjugation alfo by theﬂn- g
merites. Stll it is endent Tthat ﬂxe manners. of the people in this
quarter, of Arabia were c1v1hzed that the _government “was con-
fiftent, and that the merchant was p:otcéled. This, charaller, as we

learn from Niebuhr, Yemen ftxll mamtams, in pretefence to th¢ i

5""9‘!\

Hejas, and the whole m;chor of t}ae pemnfula The. fame fec
rity is marked a8 ﬁrougly by the Penplus in rhdramauf ; ar{d th¢-=
whole coaft on, tli& ocean being commgrcial;, the interefts of com:
merce have fubdued the nataral ferocity of the inhabitants: g
It is a circumflance forexgn to the object of the prefent work, but
il curious te’ remark, that in thr,.age ;;m:vmua to Mahomet, Yemen

s Cofice dnd frankincénfe are the chief ) of
4lie mative exports at prefent, with wyrrh,

ivory, and Abyflisian gold from Maﬂ'uz, an-'
. miffa; Bumeaes, snd Aripviftus, were ﬂyied
U mict Popul: Romani.

fwering to the ahcient Adﬁll
M8 T e Baost wal wpa.np
w4k Zuuxm r‘gm'ce‘al. xoed Nfﬂf Phacs vy dwro-

xpovrbgwy. ay be rendered as expreffing, that -

By frequont cinbaffes and prefents be had obtained

the. tir!a of Friend of the Emzm, an honowr

fprmer]y conferred upon {overeigns in allianes
with Rome, by a vote of the fenate. Mabi

Bat 1 have preferred
the. rcndermg in the' xe;t, becaufe tht' gxcfcnts
frm Rome at‘:’fpec:ﬁed

e g
T
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was in the pofleflion of the Abyflinians, whofe power terminated
with his birth; and that in the fhort period " which intervened
between his affuming the prophetic office and the Caliphat of Abu-
becre and Omar, all this part of Arabia was, almoft without an effort,
fubje&ted "** to their power. In the fixteenth century the Turks
were ma__ﬁefs of the coaft, and fome places inland, but were driven
out by the founder of the prefent dynafty, Khaflem el Ebir, whofe
pofterity afflumed the title of Imam, and fixed their refidence at
‘Sana, the prefent capital of Yemen, which cannot be very diftant
from the ancient metropolis of Sabca.
~ On this coaft, the firft fleets that failed from Egypt met the com~
merce from India.. Agatharchides feems to fay, that the fhips from
Perfia, Carmania, and the Indus, came no farther than the coaft
beyond the ftraits ; and that the fleets from Egypt received their
lading without paffing them. Now the fleet from Carmania and
the Indus could not reach Arabia without experiencing the effects
of the monfoon, as Nearchus had done ; and the knowledge of this
once obtained, could not be loft. We cannot go farther back, hifto-
rically, than the journal of Nearchus; but in that we find manifeft
traces of Arabian navigators on the coaft of Mekran, previous to his
expedition. And whether the Arabians failed from Oman or Sabéa,
it is fill a proof that the monfoon muft have been known to them
before the time of Alexander ; and a high probhbility that they had
reached the coaft of Malabar, or that veflels from that coaft had
reached Arabia, from the carlicft ages. '

1 NieB.uhr, tom. ii, p. 10. | " aceeffion ‘of the ftrongelt and richeft provinces

%8 Yemen [eerws to have been converted of the peninfula, of the more civilized to the

before Mahomet’s death, if we credit the ac~ more barbarous, is one of the obfcureft fadts
count of Ali’s miffion and fuccefs, Dut the in the early hiltory of the Mahomedan power.

PP 2 The
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The diftance from Moofa to Okélis is -fhort of forty *** miles.
Okélis has a bay immediately within the ftraits y and at this fation
the fleets which falled fiom Egypt in July, ‘rendezvoufed ™’ it .
they took their departure the latter part of Auguft, ‘when the
monfoon was fHll favourable to condu@ them to Muziris, on the
coalt of India. For Okélis we have Okila ™' in other ancient
authors, and Ghella is the name it bears at prefent. ~D’Anviile
has marked it fufficiently in his Ancient Geography ; and in Capt.
Cook’s ¥ chart, which is upon a large fcale, the entrance of this
bay is two miles ' wide, and its depth little fhort of three. Added
to this, if it is confidered that the proje€tion of the Bab-el-Mandcb:
point is a complete prote&tion ™ againft the contrary monfoon, we

find here all the conveniences ™* that were requifite for a fleet con-

frucred like thofe _qf the 'ai:ici:én'ts. |

w go0 ftadia, Peripl. equal to g7 miles,
or, at 1o fiadia to the mile, 30 miles. =

% Bee Tupra, Ppp. 97 8751 0

# Axfagy text 3 Quiiay raarg, Strabo, P.769.
he calls the promontory by this name.

% It has been slready noticed, that the
Capt. Cogk : here mentioned commapded a
floop in the India Company”s fervice, about
the yesr 1974 His fcale ie very large, and
confequently 1 have been cnabled to view this
bay more diftin&ly than in &' Auville’s map, or
Thela Rochette’s chart; and had T been pof-
fefled of Capt. Cook’s chart when I deferibed
the Bay Avalites (p. £15.)s I’ fhould not have
been at a lofs to affign its form and limits: it
appears there in perfe@® conformity with the
Periplis. - Such is the advantage of a large
feale, and fuch is the carrcfpﬂnﬁfncc of mo.

I

b

u“-}‘."“:‘-i.“‘-‘ﬂi"ﬂﬂﬂ“ with anclent autheritieg,
‘when we can obtain it in detail. i

" % De la Rochette marks ¢his bay, anét

adds, that it is flill navigable by boats ;.a fuf-
ficient proof that it was prafticable for an
Egyptian flcet feventeen centurice/ago.

% Between Cape St Antony and Babel
Mandeb the land is low along fhore, forming -
& deep bay, which makes the Cape (Babsk
Mandeb) appear detached. Oricatal Navi-
gator, p. 152,

s Having paffed the frait, it is veceffary -

to anchor: you mult fut up the fraits, and
anchor a little to the northward of Cape Bab-
¢l Mandeb, -where the water & alavays fuootlis *
Oriental Navigator, p.'1§2.—N. B. This is
at the cotrance of the Bay of Okélis,

2.0
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X. STRAITS OF BAB-EL-MANDEB, ANCIENT NAVIGATION
OF SESOSTRIS. :

THE paflage of the firaits, and entrance into theocean, had been
confidered poffibly as great an atchievement by the natives, on both
fides of the Gulph of Arabia, as the voyage of Hercules through the
Straits of Gades to the Garden of the Hefperides, by the Greeks.
-Fabulous accounts confequently attached to both ; and the pafling
of Bab-el-Mandeb was as naturally attributed to Sefoftris,-as the
voyage through the Straits of Gibraltar to Hercules. Dioddrus
fays, that Sefoftris"*® fent a fleet of four hundred fhips into the
Erythréan Sea, and fubdued the iflands, and all the maritime coun-
tries as far as India. Herb6dotus is much more moderate; and
mentions only, that Sefoftris commenced his expedition from the
Gulph of Arabia, and fubdued the nations bordering on the Eryth-
réan Sea, till he met with fhoals 7 which oppofed the farther
progrefs of his fleet.

But as we are now. amved at the ftraits, I fhall intreduce a table
~comprizing the moft material authorities of the ancients, compared
with each other, and with the different conclufions of the moderns.
A final decifion on the points difputed, or a&ual precifion in the
prefent attempt, are not to be expected; but a probable adjuftment
‘of near twenty names to their refpe@ive pofitions, will afford the

reader a general view, which will enable him to form a judgment
for himfelf. NG

% Diod. lib.i. p. 64 ed. Wellel. 5 Herods libe iy po-149.. edi Weflely

-

TABLE

i
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TABLE of ProLemy’s Catélogue for the Eaftern Side of the Gulph of Arabia, compared with other Geographers,

ancient and modern.

R. Latitudes

from Dz la Rochetis,

The firk Latitude of Ptolemy is according to the Latin Text ; the fecond, according to the Greek,
# Denotes Pofitions fuppofed to be alcertained.

L

} GOSSELLIN. ~

G eber.

PTOLEMY. AGATHARCHIDES. DIODORUS, STRABO. i D ANVILLE. PERTPLUS.
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If the fhoals of Herédotus have any foundation in fa&, they are
conneéted with the Bay Avalites'™, on the African fhore, immedi-
ately beyond the ftraits, where mention is made both by Strabo and
the Periplis, that the veflels employed in later ages put their lading
into boats in otder to trade with the natives; but this is hardly in-
tended by Herédotus, though his defeription has confined him within
parrower limits than, thofe of Diedorus. | R S

This, however, we obtain at leaft from the account before us,
that in the apz of Herbdotus it was a prevailing opinion, th-__a,t._the
paffage had been made in the moft remote ages; and if the Egyp-
tians ever were navigators, there can be no obje@ion to admit them
into a participation of the commerce with Arabia, or extending that
commerce as far as the Arabians did towards the ealt, Few other.
hifiorical documents, however, of the faé appear, farther than may
be colleted from the circumftances here ‘recorded, and thefe are
both few and deficient. |

To what extent the palfage of the ftraits, and progreflively, the
voyage to India, were accomplithed, has been already fufficiently
fhewn ; but that it was always confidered as a maft extraordinary
attempt by all thofe who had not perfonally made it, we want no
other teftimony than that of Arrian, the hiftorian of Alexander.
He afferts, that no one had gone round the whole coaft, from the
Arabian into the Perfian’*® Gulph, though perhaps fome few had

. paffed from one to the other by firiking out into the open fea™.

0 Perhaps the Safus of Cofmas, but du- for the weftern coalt of the Gulph of Perfia
bious s for his Safus feems to be rather on the has been liule vifited. Capt, Hamilton’s iy
coalt of Adel, or Barbavia. See Melch, The- the beft account 1 have feen, i
venot, p.7. Colmas. i - i Lib. viii. p- 358, <d. Gronov, See the

o “This s in forie meafure true at this Jay; uote of Granovius on this paffage, p- 3586

£E " Now
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Now Arrian lived in the reign of Adrian; and Hippalus had laid
open the track to India, at leaft fourfcore years before Arrian wrote:
fo little was known in the northern part of the empire of what was
‘going on in the fouth. = : : £
. Okélis was not a mart of commerce, but a bay with goed anchot-
age, and well fupplied with water : it was fubject to Cholébus **%
‘The neighbouring headland of Bab-el-Mandeb, which forms the

entrance of the firaits, is placed in lat. 12° 39" 207 by Bruce, and

1he ftraits themfelves are faid to be only fixty ftadia, or feyen miles
and a half wide, or fix miles, if we reckon ten ftadia to the mile.
This is very near the truth, if we meafure from Bab-cl-Mandeb to
Périm, which the Periplis calls the Ifland of Dioddrus; while the
whole breadih, from the Arabian to the African fide, is nearly five-
and-twenty '“*, Perim, or Mehun, was taken pofleffion of by the

Britith, when the French were in Egypt, and begun to be fortified ;

but it has no water. It is not the only ifland in the firaits; for
there is another called Pilot’s Ifland, clofe to the Arabian fhore; and
on the African fide eight more, bearing the name; of Agefteen.

The wind in this palagé is defcribed as violent, from its confine=
ment hatween the high lands on both fides ; -and the opening of the
firaits gradually towards Fartaque and Gardefan, is -ftrongly **
marked in the Peripliis, . : i

- The firft place to which we are dirc&ed beyond the ftraits, is a

village called Arabia Felix: its diftance is eftimated at an hundred -

and twenty miles from Okélis; and it was formerly a city of im-

08 K abjen 7hg AT vupawidos 3 of the Ufurper’s 1632 Ayoiyojaiims TAAY s Sandoong B dvarodni
Country. AR xal ware MIEPON #is merayos amadaiiopsing
% Bruce conje@ures fix leagues.. Cook’s opening by degrees from the ftrits to the
Chart makes it near 25 miles. Bruce, i. 315, two capes.

Q.Q portance



204 PERIPLUS OF THE ERYTHREAN SEA.

portance before ™ the fleets paffed from India to Egypt, or from
Egypt to the countries towards the Eaft ™™, Previous to that time,
the fleets from Egypt and the Eaft met ia this hacbour, which was
the centre of the commerce, as Alexandria was afterwards for all
that paffed through Egypt into the Mediterranean, _ This harbour
was more ¢commodious than Okélis, and afforded better anchorage,
a5 well as better convenience for watering, than Okélis. The town
ftands at the entrance of the bay, andfthe retiring of the land in-
wards affords proté@ion to the fhipping. Reduced as it was. in the
author’s age, by the different channel into which the commerce had
been directed, the village was fgbje@ to Charibdel, and had within
a few years been taken and deftroyed by the Romans. WET

' X1 ADEN.

AL

Every circumftance in this minute defcriptxon directs us to Aden:
the diftance, the harbour, and the name ™, all cor refpond ; and the’

- peculiarity of its being under Charibael, wlnl’e Okeélis was Pe{fefﬁ:d
by Cholébus, marks the extent of the Homerite dominions, fur-
sounding Maphartis in the angle of the penialula, The native
theiks, or heads of tribes, at the prefent day, are perfodt reprefent-
atives of Cholébus, When Nnebuhr was in Arab:a, the -{hexk of

Vid Pae qads iow THRH

. In the middle ages, the India trade bad
reverted into its original courfe: Ex ipfa fol-
vimtur navigia Sinde, Indie, €t Sirarom, et
ad ipfam deferuntar vafa Sinica. Al I:(hrﬁ,

-

P 25
The Arabs diftinguifh between Cheen ‘and

\'{a Cheens thc firlt js. Cochm China ;. nnd
the ot‘iu:f,l Chinas The: porcalm'n entisned
feems to imply, that Sinarum ufed here means
the real Chinefe, and thut theytroded fo far
weft in that age.  Sinde and ludie: exprels
Scindi and Hindoftan.

6 Aden fignifies delicie.  Floet. |

Aden

8
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Aden was no longer fubje& to the Imam of Sana, but had aflerted
his independence, and poffeffed a {inall territory in the neighbour~
hood of the city.

- The capture alfo and deftruction of lhls village by the Romans,
a fhort time previous to the author’s age, would be a natural confe<
quence of the progrefs and extenfion of the Roman commerce from
the Red Sea to India; and, as Claudius colleted a tribute from the
maritime towns of Arabia, it is natural to fuppofe that he was the

Cefar mentioned in the Periplis, who ordered this place to be de-,

firoyed, for the purpofe of fupprefling every power that might
interfere with the Roman commerce, or divert a fhare of it into its
ancient channel. It is true this muft have been an a& of oppreflion
upon Charibdel, who was the ally and friend of the Roman em-
perors; but far greater facrifices of their jultice to their ambition
. ogccur in the hiftory of thofe fovereigns of the world. Was it not
the fame policy which induced Soliman, emperor of the Turks, when
he fent Soliman Pacha from the Red Sea to [upprefs the rifing po{wcr
of the Portuguefe in India; when, under pretence of delivering the
Mahomedan Powers from this new and unexpected intrufion of the
Chriftians, he employed the forces which had been colleéted on

the occafion in feizing on the maritime towns of Arabia? It was

then that SoMman Pacha obtained pofleflion of Aden by treachery,
and hanged the fheik at the yard-arm of his fhip '*.
[ conjeCture that it was Aden which Agatharchides defcribes
without a pame, when he places a city on his White Sea without
o1 Vm&gio di un comito Venetiano. "Ra.  ‘Soliman. Pachia. ./ He was prefent at the exe-
mufio, tom. i. £.276. anno 1538, cution of the fheik, and deferibes the Indian

This Venetfan captain was put in requifition - trade at. Aden as then confilting of only three
at Alexandria, and fent to Sucz to ferve under  or fous [pice fhips in a year.

Q_2 the
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thie ftraits ; ‘from whenee, e fays;the Sabéuns fent out coloniesor

factories into India, and ‘where the flects fom Perfls, Civmaniay
and the Indus, arrived. He fpecilies large fhips ¢mployedifor this'
purpofe ; and though his mention of! illands iﬂij’ fupwelt an idéaof
Socorra, Curia Muria, 'and the coaft 'of Gm_ah, it feems far m&a_

probable that' his ‘intelligence was'imperfed; and that thefe fleets,

which he deferibes, mult' have been found in the fame port ‘which -

. the Periphts affigns” them, as loug as the' monopaly ctmtmued in
the hands of the Sabéans, SRy o

The teﬁrmony of Agnthmh:&es is, in one’ pmﬁt lughly ima-

portant for it is the firft hiftorical evidence to prove the eftablithe

ent of Arabian cﬁ}omﬂs, or rather refident fadors and ‘merchants,

i’ the ports of India: it is a fact in ‘harmony with 41l that we colledt

in later periods, from Pliny, and the Peripliss, and Cofinass and we|
may from analogy conclude, that it was equally true in‘ages ante~
cedent ‘to Agatharchides ; that is, as early as we can fuppofe the
Arabians to have reached’ Imi:a. "‘The fe’ttlemcnt of their own
agents in the country was moft convenient and profitable, while the

manners and religion of India created no ‘obftacle to the {yftem,
“In the middle ages, when the power of the Romans was extin-
gm{hed and the Mahomedans were poflefled of Egypt, Aden refumed

its- rank a5 the centre of the trade between India and tife Red Sea,
The fhips which came from the Eaft were large, like thofs “which

1 Agatharchidés deferibes: they ‘did not pafs the fraits, but -l_ax‘ide@
thelr cargoes at this port, where the trankies '* or gefmes of the

Arabs, which brought the pxoduce of Europe, Syna, and E.gypt :

%4 M. Polo ules the upreﬂ'ion Zerme. The ﬂnm:e. that the fhips ﬁ-om the Et& daﬂ not

Arabaof Rcuzudot mention the fame circums  enter the Red Seas 2
recenved

R
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received the precious: commodities of the Eaft, and conveyed them
either to Affal, Kofir, or Jidda; when all that pafled into Europe,
fill came to Alexandria, and enriched the Soldan’s dominions by
the duties levied, and the profits of the tranfit. In this fituation,
Matco Polo found Aden’” in the thirteenth century; and the
account he gives of the wealth, power, and influence of Aden, is
almoft as magnificent as that which Agatharchides attributed to the
Sabéans in the time of the Ptolemies, when the trade was carried on
in the fame manner. ' ]

' So far as the identity of Aden and Arabia Eelix, there is ncither
difficulty nor difagreement ; but upon the remainder of this exten-
five coaft, from Aden to the Gulph of Perfia, there will be few
pofitions in the following detail which will accord with d’Anville’s
arrangement, or with that of other commentators who have be-
ftowed their, attention upon the Periplis.

L1
-

XIl. ARRANGEMINT OF THE COAST OF ARABIA ON THE OCEAN.

THE circumftance upon which the whole depends, is the adjuft-
ment of Syadgros. In common with others, 1 had fuppofed its
reprefentative to be the modern Ras-el-had ; and there is {fo much
to induce this opinion, that I abandoned it with great reluCtance,
and fhall perhaps find great difficulty in perfuading others that it is
. €rroneous. - :

" The Peripliis notices Sydgros as pointing to the Eaft, and as
the ‘greateft promontory in the world, Omana likewife is men-

1% M. Polo, lib. iii. c.39. the foldan of Aden - at the fiege of Acre, in the year 1200. Such a
fent 305000 horfe and 40,000 camels, to affit foldan as this might be the Imam of Sana.

3 tioned

39
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tioned with-it, anfweringito the prefent Oman; and Mofcha, feems-
ingly identified with Mafkat, the principal port-of that province:
Under the infloence of thefe refemblances and probabilities, if I
had joined in the common fuffrage, and called Sydgros Rassel-had -
in my formen publications, wherever it oceutred, it is corivi@tion
alene, and the abandonment of fyfem for truth, which compels me
to recall the error, and acknowledge that &yﬁgros is not Ras-el-had,
but Fartaque. i B ¢} AL
This is a concefiion not madc for the purpofe oi" pamesutar accom
modation, but grounded on a general analyfis of all the pofitions
on the coaft, on a combination of all the circumftances relative to’
the divifion ‘of thie provincess and upon'a painful re-confideration
of all that was to be undone, and unfettled, after [ had ﬁ:xc‘d?"my

opinions upon the authority of the bef’c writcrs, w’ho haﬂ preceded -'

me on the fubjedt. ' Gnaboaliil -
~ The reader will exped proafs 3 and the proofs are, that the iflands
round the whole extent of the coaft on the ocean will now fall
naturally into their places, which scannot be effeéted by any other

arrangement. The iflands in Ptolemy will become relatively con-

fiftent with thofe of the Peripliis; and the Bay Sachalites, which
Prolemy has been accufed of tranfpofing from the weft to the eb.ﬁ:
of Syagros, is reduced to’the different application of 3 n;mc, m{iead.
of a difference in point of fituation. At

Sachalites is univerfally allowed to be the Grcck form, gf ex=

refling the Arabick Sahar,'".  Now. there are two Sahars “on the '
P & )

3 ; , W
" Sahar becomes Sachar by enforcing the 'I‘1g+|s of 'the Gretks; and SrL-ué Suchal-ftes

found of the pirate, and the change of the s equivalent to Sachar :tes, thc bay of Sm:ha:

final v is analogous in a varicty of mﬁances; ‘oF . babar Pl ey ; (

thus;, Degel formed into Deger, s the river

coaft
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coalt of Arabia: one that is almoft centrical between Aden and
Fartaque ; and another that lies to the eaft of Fartaque, between
that cape and Cape Morebat or Merbat ', In the firR '™ of thefe
there s little variation of orthography ; but the other is written
Schaehr, Schahr'™, Shahar, Cheer '™, and Seger. They are both
frequented as places of trade to this day. And if we fuppofe that
the firft Sahar is the Sachalites of the Peripltis, and the fecond
Shahar, the Sachalites of Ptolemy, the' Sydgros of Prolemy will
anfwer to Fartaque as well as the Syégros of the Peripliis, and the
two authors will be in harmony with each other. ' j
Further proofs of this reconciliation will be given in our progrefs
along the coaft, and fome difficulties that dtrend it will be acknow-
ledged ; but if it fhould be admiffible or probable upon the whole,
much indulgence is due in regard to inferior obje&ions ; as, upon
the firft view of the coaft before us, no two accounts can feem more
irreconcileable to each other than thofe of Prolemy and the Periplis,

Y Cape Merbat, called Morebat and Mara-
Bout in our charts, is a headland much no-
ticed by our Englith navigators : it is one of
the principal fources of frankincenfe ; for Al
+Edviffi Fays, in ‘montibus Merbat nafcuntor
~arborgs thuris quod deinde in omnes Orientis
et Occidentis partes defertur. It is four days,
or an hundred miles, from Hafec, and confe-
quently in the very heart of the dillyi&, which
is the Sachalites of Ptolemy. I obferve in
fome authors a divifion of the coaft into Thu-
rifera Regio, Prior and Ulterior: if this s
founded, the Prior would be previous to Far-
‘taque, and the Ulterior to the eaflward of it ;
the firlt wonld be the Sachalites of the Peri-
plits, and the latter the Sachalites of Ptolemy ;
and refpe@ively, the Hadramaut and Seger of
Al Edriffi.  But I rather think the diftinction

A

&

modern, at lealt I bave not yet met with
it in any ancient author. See Al Edrilli,
P- 27.

7 The firlt Sahar is meant by Niebuhr, as
he places it in the province of Jafa, which Ties
between Adenand Hadramaut ; and he wiites
it Schihr, Arabie. Tom. i, p- 125, French
edition.—It i likewife the Ffcier of Marco
Polo, 40 miles from Aden. Lib. iii. c. 40.

"3 In the French Voyage, by La Rogue
1716, which, with the French pronunciation,
18 our Englifh Scheehr, pronounced Share,

% Renaudot’s Arab ealls it Sihar or Shikr,
which is the Englith Sheer, The produce,
he fays, is frankincenfe. - "Dhe flrips of Siraf
go to Jidda, but never farther in the Red
Sea.  Their cargocs are conveyed to Egypt
in thips of Colfum, the Red Sea, p. 93.
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Tz ficlt port 0 iwhich we are to proceed from Adenyis K 9?33:’%
the: diflance is ftated at two thoufand fadia or more, upon a length
of coaft inhabited by, Bedouins and Ichthyophagi 5. and if, we efli-
‘mate the number-of fladia at two, huadred miles, the termination
falls very nearly at the Cava Canim of d'Anville, or at Maculla Bay,
which lies a very few miles to the ealtward,, Ourcham,tg,kegm
of both ; and at Cava Canim, which i3 .inferted. principally upon
the authosity. of, &’Anyille, there appear fome iflets, whichmay be

Ornebn™" and Troolla, defcribed sas defert ifles, by, the, Peripling

and which, if they exift, identify Cava Canim for Kang, in prefer-

ence to Maculla, . In pont of diftance, cither is fuficiently exad

to_ anfwer the purpole; for. Maculla.is fisty ™" leagues, from Aden,
and Cava Canim, cight ot ten miles, fhort of that bay iy, - "

" Kané is reprefented as a port of confiderable trade, fubjet to
Flegzus, King of the Tnééufe country, who fefided at Sabbatha, the
principaf city of the diftrick; which lies at -fqn;'g di@:ﬁzmau@. /| ol
Kane is colletted all the incenfe that is produced.in the country,

and which is conveyed hither b&th_-by:lqﬁdlil‘andfeg.,,l-e’ithet“b_y_p&:eén‘s

o5 [ have not been without fafpicion, that ~ Tflands, rvers, monntains, and promontaties,
Kand might be Kelchin, which T have found ace our fureft guides. g

written Caffin s that is, Kain in Oriental pro- ' Omédn is Bir Iffand, [o called perhaps
punciation. But I have the name ouly to from the univerfal habit of fea fowls relorting
guide me to this fufpicions for Kefchin would to defert iflets and Troolla has '{lﬁ.msnt}}fﬁg
not agree with the diftance from ‘Adep, orto i Greek. It is faid to lie 120 Fadia from
C. Fartaque, or with the Bay Bachalites of ‘ Kane, of which I can find no trage. T

the Periplts. ~ Noithér have I yet found, in —* ™ Sixty lesgacs, or 18c geographical miles,
any nap of narsative, two iflands off Kelchin, are equal ta 208 miles Englifis,  Sce Oriental

'ta correlpond  with: Ornebn and 'Troolle.  Navigator, p. 102.

gtk s e 8
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fays, from Aden to Hadrs

R AR B LR R

| of | caravans; or ma.the weflels of (the country, which ars floats

{upported upon inflated fkins ™« Sabbatha is fuppofed by moft

 of the ! commentators to be' Schibam or Scebam, which Al Edriff

places in Hadramaut, at four ftations, or an’ hundred miles,
from Marcb: s eertain proof that we have adopted the right
Sahar for the Peraplﬁs becaufec' Mareb cannot be ‘within shree
huadred milgs. of the Eaftern Sahar, or Seger ; and Seger is not
canﬁdered by Al Edriffi ‘.aa a, part 5 of' Hadramaut, but as a fepan
rate dwﬁn&

‘ N«Ihxsg«;rema,;ka’bh “that: thc amahor o{-‘ the Pmplﬁs, who notices

Sabéa and Oman b)t npame, makes no mention of Hadramaut, the

~ third \gcneral divifion of the coaft, but diftinguilhes it only by the
title of the Incenfe country. To maintain that thefe are the three
‘geaeral divifions of Arabia on the Indian Ocean; is confonant to all
the evidence we have, ancient and modern ; neithér do indepehdent

ricts or &ctks, as. tho{c of Kefchin, Seger, ot Mahra, interfere
f ribution, And that we are equally corre&t in afligning
tn{ Jac ramam, is capable of proof ; for Al Edriff

,E’_‘%?'t we are %Hmet 1% a;nd thnt the Wellern Sahar is
'_“:,ylaced in lhat p‘mymcs. '

J
m.i-;.r

o Thefe ﬁmtb are nioticed by Agmhan SRS AR st o PR R ux'

M‘iﬁm Wf&m‘ ﬁlpp‘bfcd to give name ,\al'.‘:tt ab oricncali latere Ip{'m Aden, ﬂ:'.:l.mucu
L thbmed By .'Ifcntse, fmm )m&, quingue. P, 26,

Hadl‘ammii‘

S . RR at

ramaut, which lies to the caft of Aden, are
five™ flations. 1f thar«ef'ore we obferve, that at Kan we are already
: tvw ﬁuadre,d\mles eaﬁ' @f Aden, we. are advanced far enough to

4 Pralemy makes Km-. ‘the empgtium af' ;

QL
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At Kand likewife, as there 'was an eftablifhed intercourfe: with b

the countries eaftward **; that is, with”Birugam, Scindi, Oman,

and Perfis '**

confifting of the following artlcles. ol e e : Aty
I'Iupar; o?\syog, - - A. {mall qitiaﬁﬂly “ofW«heat. 4

O?‘uog, - = B T Wine.' S o 1 =

Tuaricuos ‘Aprx@mag, - ' 2" (Cloths for the Ara!ﬁammarket. .
xowo;, ) e fig Common fort. A ","' e

arXdg, - T4 Pt Sihbosh
“véfoc m‘pw%l-éripb;,- - Mixed or adulterated; in gﬂm J

' o quanntxés. e ¢

Xadnoz, - TR IRT SIS Beafsomy: WG :-‘:’-i-' e -"-'5 N
Kagoirepgsy” = = Ot Lot DD shibledads Sisli
Kme';\my’ b .—:__._ gu3 t GO!‘«'!.’-* ikl ds Yo RN b2 1, etsyias 9
Erdpugy 4 nil L Srerax, arefimi 0 Aiis ads

s fo was there-a confiderable 1mportatmn fwnt Eg@pt,,

And many other artlcles, t'hc fame as are ufually 1mpbrted at Mdm"

Befides thefe alfo, there are broub‘ht

Apy&pupz'rrz 'rs:ropaumm, R

Xpﬂ#&r& 76 Bacrs, - 4
trme, - = - Ve
_Avgp;_mﬂ;, - = CPT

"TpaTicuos 5‘::;@699; W GaAdc, -

™ T whpor wodary I had fuppofed to
mean the marts only on the coaft of Africa
Beyond the {tmm; but, from the ufage here,
the expreflion is evidently e:;tended to all
ports beyond the ftraits, not only in: Africa,
but in India and the Gulph of Perfia,

TR crapainspim; Tlepeidos, 1S the coalt of
Perfia oppofite to Oman.

T the kng. T

i ok e 49 1B M LH Uy &

Pfate wrdugh‘t’ and

Horfes. ) :
Carved fmagés. : »
Plain Clbth of 2 fupemr qual;ty_‘

! /|
" Not cloth of Arabia, but for the Ara.
bian market : fo we fay in the mercantile lan-
guage of our own countryy Caflimeer cloth 5.
that is, cloth for the marker of Caffimieer:

‘And the word fuariouds feems to imply,. that)
the cleth was made upiinto garmentse: (' .
. A pparently in:pgpqﬁllnu-;ﬁdfm 71 L5

The

G,
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1y (e ekpom iare the native produce of the country:
ﬂ'gw?ﬁn’[‘h < s~ Frankincenfe.

o ARGy i et nleie o =) Aloes.

“and - various commodlt:ea, the fame ‘as are found in thc other
markets. of the coaft.  The beﬁ feafon for the voyage is in Thoth,
or. September *; i)

- After leaving Kané, the la,nd trends mward and there is a very
dcep bay calletl Sachalites, that is, the Bay of Sachal or Sachar; and
of ia wety great extent. - The promontory (which -is at the termi-
awon) «of this is called Sy#gros; which fronts towards the eaft, and
is the' largeft promotitory in the worlds Here there is a garrifon
for the -prote&ion of the place, and the harbour is-the repoﬁmry of
all-the Irxcmﬂ‘. that is c&lleﬂeﬂ in the coufitry.

_"-‘-' ¢ lnxm BAY SACHALiTEs HADRAMAUT.
e L T T e
Tms bay..of $achal has already been afferted to be Sahar; and
this Sahar, or: ¢ Shahar '**, appears to be a fine town at the pre-
4 fent day, fituated by the fea-fide ; anid it may be fecn five or fix
k&gues off.. The point of Shahar is twelve or thirteen leagues
& fr,dm._Maculla.Bay, . while the coaft; with various curves, but no
ii?.ﬂpnt_ur{c fo great as the Periplis requires; ftretches E.N.E: to Cape
Fartaque '’ ; and that this Fartaque is Syagros, is the pmnt now to
bc‘pmvedf i) -
O en b Navigaton pi 163 0 v Wit Favtal, Fartath, Fortudth,

ey, 20 feq‘ugﬂ ‘the Reader b’Mﬂ error on #his fubjel, p. 288. fupra, vawbere it was faid, that
lbe ﬁaﬁm awas tﬁe latter part q’ .duggﬁ, antd conne@ed. with the voyage to Muziris. . I nom fiud,
that the woyage to the fuiiwm coafl of Arabia %was a dijtind navigation. = They mgbf make it
eatlier ; but they j#ibd later in‘the feafony that they might bave kfs time*to cwait for H*r‘:@?aé

monfoon in November.

. . RR 2 And
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And firf}, that it points to the eaft is truc j but it is not' true that
it is the largeft promontory in the world; for-Ras-el-had, 'on the
fame coaft, is larger.  But itis more confpicuous, and was of more
importance, probably, in the author’s view, as formingthe great
entrance to the Gulph of Arabia, in conjun&ion with Cape Arbmara
on the coaft of Africa ; and as fuch, itis fill a pointiof moft ma-
terial confequénce in the opinion of modern mng&tﬂfs, as well as
in thavof the anclentss 0 | r' n g U Wik

A fecond proof is, that Socotra is fald to lte bctween t!m cape

_and Aromata; which, in one refped, is true, and cannot be ap-

plied to Ras-¢l-had. And a third is, that the iflands of Curia Muria,

and Mazeira, are to the eaft of this cape, asthey really lie; while,
if Syagros were fixed at Ras-el-had, the iflands mufk lic on the weft
of the Cape, dire@ly tranfpoled from their real pofition to an erro-
neous one. But of this we fhall treat in its*place. . We muflt now
return to Sahar, which s confidered i in the Periplis.as the heart of
the Incenfe country, and the Incenfe country is Hadramaut. -
Hadramaut ‘18 the Hatzar-moaveth of Genefis, which ﬁgm&es"'—'
in Hebrew, the Court of Death; and in Arabick, the Region of
Deathy both names perfecily appropriate, according to the teRimony
of the Pcnplus, which informs vs, “ that the incenfe is collected by
* the king’s flaves, or by malefaors condemned’ to this fervice as
“ 4 punifhment.  The country is unhcalthy in the extreme; . pefti«
“ lential even to thofe who fail along the coaft, and mortal to the
wretched fuflerers employed. in colle@ing the frankincenfe ; who
petiih likewife as ofien by ‘want fand neglet] as by the perni-
cious influence of the climate. The country inland ‘is moun-
taincus, and difficult of accefs ; the air foggy, and loaded wit.l:s-
™ Bochart Phaleg. p. 103,

153
(49
(1]

(13

* vapotrs
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% vapours caufed [as it is fuppofed] by the noxious exhalations
“ from the trees that bear the incenfe ; the tree itfelf is fmall and
“ low, from the bark of which the incenfe '* exudes, as gum does
~ % from feveral of ozr '** trees in Egypt.” .

‘The conveyance of this drug by land, Pliny informs us, was
through Thomna, the capital of the Gebanites, to Gaza on the
_coaft of Paleftine, by a caravan that was ﬁxty-two days in its pro-
grefs; and that the length of this journey, with the duties, frauds,
and impolitions on it, brought every ‘camel’s load to upwards of
two-and-twenty pounds, Englith; and a pound of the’ beft fort at
Rome, to more than ten ﬂnlhngs
ance is not eafy to comprehend ' ; for if the commodity paffed
by a caravan, the Minéans were’ centncal and the ufual carriers
from Gerrha on the Gulph of Perfia, from Hadramaut alfo, and

from Sabéa, to Petra in'Iduméa. But we muft not underftand this.

as emludmg the conveyance of the incenfe to “Aleindria by the
Red Sea ; for that city was the great repofitory of this, as well as

The courfe of this convey- -

"% Tt has been obferved already from Nie-
buhr, that 'the belt incenfe is now procured
from India, by far more clear, white, and
pure, than-the Arabian ; and it is a circum-
france ‘well wonh inquiry, whether the col-
le&ion of this gum is attended with the fame
fatal effedts in that country as are here de-
fetibed ;  and’ whether the confequences are
deducible from the drug itfelf, or fiom the
nature of the country. Thafe who are de-
firous of learning morc than is here remarked
on this fubjet, may confult Pliny, lib. 12.
€. 14. and Salmafius, 48%, et ftq.

0 wim wed v wef naiy b Ay 3dw
This is an expreflion {o clearly marking the
country of the writer, that it cannot be mil-

taken ; and the whole defcription is not that
of a man who merely wrote upon the fubjeét,
but of one who had vifited the country, and
painted what he faw.

/9 Bochart places Thomna between Sab-

batha and Marfaba, and fuppofes the Katabéni

and Gebanite to be the fame people ; which
the'y are; for Pliny makes Ocila (Okélis) a
port of the Gebanites, xii. 13.: but if [o, it
is the territory of Maphartis he muft place
them in’; and they would not move by cara-
vans, but by fea. Strabo, however, makes
Tamna the capital of the Katabéui, p. 768
and his Katabéni are not between Sabbatha
and Mariaba, but in the territory of Ma.
thiﬂc

1 X all
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all the other produce of India and Arabia. Pliny ™ mentions this

particularly, and notices: the precautions taken by the merchants 6Y
that ity to prevent friudiand adultéfation, 0 500 ! 0

The Periplls does not advert to any particular fpat iu this bay,

or dpecify any town of Sachal 5 but, after relating the circumftances
- as they are here ftated, proceeds dire@tly toﬁyégrae. Sydgros,; of
the Wild: Boar, would naturally induce a per{uafion that!it was a

nautical appellation; Tike the'Ram Head ', Dun Nofe; &ev; but it .

is far more probably to be, like Phenicon in the Red Sea, derived

irom’ the palm-trees oblerved there, of a Wﬁkﬂlar{d‘pn%ﬁ;hmﬂ@i 4
Syagros: they are of a fuperior fort ', asPliny informs us,swrith

large fruit, hard, and l‘m:gh in appearance, and with a high relifh
of the favour of wild fsar. - What this flavour is, we may leave to
the naturalifis to: determine’; but the'allufion to: Syagros is manifeft;
and ‘that the Cape takes its ‘mame from its produce, is a natuval
conclufion. That this promontory is.aétually Cape Fartaque, cannot
be doubted, if ‘we now advest ‘to" theparticulars connected with it}
for we are told, that the ifland of Diofkérida lies between this pamt
 and Cape Ardmata,” or Gardefan, on the coalt of Africa; that itis
 at a confiderable diftance in the' open fea, but nearer to Sydgros. fhaq,
to the Cape oppofite ; and that it is a large 1ﬂ&nd. far exeee&mgall'
the others that appertain to the coaft of Antua. R e

Nosw although this account is not ﬁrz&ly mumte, 'fer qum is

not actually between tl‘l: two.mcapes, but forms a tcmr,t E

penal 12574

ISR Wy ) FALTRES
e I‘bxﬂ ,4 _':-: _ qumfemﬂ@t’a’ %-S‘ﬁid(n
% So Kpir s in Crete, L& 0 1t 98 not the mcomwppatmﬁfem-auﬁnp

P Palmis, In meridiand orbe pn:r;: h;aﬁ;e:yﬂne fpecies; . .glmy ;ﬁmq,a;&g ‘meu-
fuam ulmm.nl sobilitatem Syagrl g t,;nns the Cpap\(’ )pumgmmn&q, majure
fpﬁ:m pumum gr'l &e, durim, horﬂdum'. qﬁ&m ];n{lh qm;ﬂtg&m« Vi ety
< a cmtevis generibus diflans {zpore ﬁ:mw

] 5L to

%4
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to Cape Gardefan, like our Scilly lands to the Land’s End, and is
confequently nearer Afnca than Arabia; flill, fpeaking’ generally,
the defcription in . other refpe@s is fufficiently correét. The moft
tranfitnt reference to the map will at leaft prove, that none of thefe
cirfumftances can be applied to Ras-el-had; for that cape lics al moft
feven Hundred miles farther to the north-eaft, and can hardly be
faid, in any fenfe, to be gppofite to Gardefan, but by drawing a line
of fuch extreme obliquity, as would never occur to the mind of a

maririer undcr the idea of an app:y' ite promontory
a4 ke i |

)

XV. DIOSCORIDA, OR SOCOTRA.
Di0SCORIDA, Diofcor'idés, Diofctirias, or Didfcora, may have a
Greek origin, but it has {o near.a refemblance to ‘Socotra or Zoco-
tora, that it is. muo*h more hkeiy to be amautical corruption of an

Arabick term, than the application of a Greek one.

This ifland is nearan ‘hundred miles long, and thirty at its greateft’

breacl{h . it was inhabited only on the northern '** fide in our author’s

age, and the populationthere was very feanty, confifting of a mix~

:ure of ‘Arabians, Indians, and Gneeka, who had reforted hither for

In the French Voyage publrﬂieﬂ by La

Rﬁqua; 1716, Paris—Tamarin, the capital of
the ifland, was il on the' north fide., He-
mentions alfo, that it was fubject to the fheik °
of Fartaque, the fame probably as the fheik

of Kefin ;; though he calls Fartague the capi-

tal, and Seger, or Schechry the port (p.151).

"Ehe French. obtained. here aloes, at. eight pi-

aftres the quintaliof gy pounds; befides frank-

ingenfe, civet, and gum dragon, Tamarin
.1 -

o0

was a well-built tewn. There are two voyages
contained in this work ; and in ‘the fecond, a
party went: up from Mokba to' Sana, who

fpeak well of the Arabs, and the Imam’s go<

vernment. It is'd curfous work; well digefted
and put together; wnd the more worthy of
confideration, as'I know of no other Eu-
ropeans who have been at Sana, except Bar-
thema and Nicbuhr,

thg

LS
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the purpofés of commerce ; while the remainder of :hef qoumry wﬂt
marfhy and deferted. | Marco Polo informs us, that in his time the
inhabitants were Clmﬁuns and Al Edrifli confirms this, ‘with the
_addition, that the Greeks were mtroduced there by Alexander '*" s av
the requeft of Asiflotle ', in hopes ef obtaining aloes, the prins
cipal produce of the ifland; and of the beft quality that is known.'
Now it is remarkable, that aloes' is not mentioned by the autimmf
the Periplis ;- but he notices part:cularly the drug called Andian '
cianabar, which exudes from a certain fpecies of trees, and, tortoifes
thell, of the largeft (ize and beft fort ; adding, | that there i§. likewife
the mountain or land-tortmfc, whtcﬁ has the Iowcr fhell of a ruddy
yellow, and too hard to be cut ; and that from the folid part of this
were formed caﬁ:s boxcs, add wrmng-table:s [of great. value]

" 5% When hie was rctumi'ng, fays Al Eddf,
from the [Perfian Gulph to' the Gulph  of
Acabia: which, muurtunately, he never épd-
and equally unfortunate-is he i the reafon he

uffigus for the inhabitauts being Chyiftians,

becaule Alexander planted Greeks there.
Calmas ' Indicoplenftes fays, = they were
Greeks from Egypt; he was not at the iflagd,
but converfed with fome of the natives in
Ethiopia: théy were Chﬂﬁiam. and their
priells were from Perlia, that s, they were
Neflorians.  Bayer Hift: Bad. p. 1v1e dn
Montfaucon’d Edit. of Cofmas, p. 17g.
Mareo Polo fays, in Moful en the Tigris;
hanno un patriarcha che chiamano Jacolit (ea-
tholicos) il qual ordina Arci Vefcovi, Velcovi,
& Abhati, mandandali per tuti le partie dell
India & Al Cairo, et in Baldach (Bagdat),
& per tutie le bande dove habitano Chrifkiani
v ..vs fion pero fcconde che commanda la

“chicla perche ran'a tn molce core.--};-.-'_;' 'fm“iif'cr.'

torini, Jacopiti et Armeni. | Lib. i, ¢.6, -
7 Dopper mentions aloes, amtzer‘gm al.ul

gum dragon, &e. from & tree called Ber; and
Iuotmea the Avabs frpm Caan f%iﬁu

and Fartaqup a8 mh N

Chriftiane, he fayss uthaw.- ﬂ'ﬂi’u ﬁg‘fi -4
#s the semaing of that religion, 1 < 5

9 Th, Btive clopabar i isa mmual qmj
what is meant Ly Tndian cinnabar that diis
from trees, is not cafy to determine.  But I

find in Chambers’s Diftivary, thatithere has

been a ftrange confufion between cindabar and”
drago:u blood 3 the dragon’s blood thesefore
is’ meant, which is ome of thc mthral fﬁ’o
duétions of the ifland.

© A} Edriffi, fpeaking of the tmnif&ﬂﬂ
at Curia Muria, Tays, dorfa teRudinum ex
quibus conficiunt fibi incolw Taman wmpﬁéeu
ad luvandum &pmﬁmdum, - 5 141 !

4 Tyh 1“

He
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" He informs us alfo, that there were feveral rivers »*_ and abundance
of crocodiles, fakes, and large lizards ; frony the laft of which they
expreffed the fat, which they ufed for oil, and the flefh for food :
but they had neither corn nor vines. ‘Some few merchants from
Mooza vifited this ifland ; and fome that frequented the coafts of
India and Cambay touched here occafionally, who imported rice,
corn, India cottons, and women ** flaves, for which they received
in exchange very.large quantities of the native tortoife-fhell.

In the author’s age, this ifland was fubjec to Eledzus, the king
of Sabbatha, who fet the revenue to farm ** but maintained a gar-
rifon for the purpofe of fecuring his receipts and fupporting his
authority. This fact is fimilar to what we had occafion to notice
on the coaft of Africa, where {everal of the ports in Azania (or Ajan)
were fubje@ to Charibdel and Cholébus, whofe territories were
in Yemen ; and Nicbuhr informs us, that Socotra is at this day
fubjec to the fheik of Kefchin, who has confiderable pofleflions
in Hadramaut ; and Kefchin, which lies a few leagues to the weft-

ward of Fartaque, cannot be very diftant from the territory of

Ele4zus.
The confiftency of thefe circumftances in the ancient and mo-
dern: accounts, may induce a perfuafion that we have traced out

our way fo far with certainty and precifion ; the next ftep we are.

to advance, is the only one on the whole coaft which will raife a

s The water here is very good ; it runs The prince, or viceroy, refides at Tamarida,
from the mountains into a fandy valley among  on the north fide of the ifland. Capt. Blake,
date trees.  The natives are civil to flrangers, Oriental Navigator, p. 149. -
but very poor ; and the only commodity to - * ! Lluara S CTauy D TaxwpT

rade with, is rice [an ai ticle in the Periplie], carried there, becande they had few women for
for which we had in exchange fome cows, the haram.
goats, fith, dates, good alots, and gum dragon.  ** 'H praos ixuspieSeras.

§ 8 doubt,

F
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doubt, and which has certainly been the fource of -The---éhﬁﬂ}aﬁt
opinion embraced by miodern ™ ‘geographers, that Sydgros is mot
Fartaque, but Ras-el~had. e IR RN e RS BV e ]

LN

Ut GR¥ L,

7 A ; ! 1 -‘ aty ¥ i "
XVL MOSKHA AND OMANA. ., .

)

I smais ftate this circumf@ance in the very words of the author;
for he fays, ““ Adjoining to’ Syigros there is a bay which runs™*
« deep into the main land [of ] O'mana, fix hundred ftadia in width ;
¢ after this there arc high mountainous rocks, fteep to, and inha-
* bited by a [wild} race, that live in caverns and hollows of the
¢ ciff, This appearance. of the coalt continties for five hundred

« fladia more, at the termination of which lies a harbour cailed
 Mofkha, much frequented *** on account of the Sachalitick incenfe
¢ which is imported there,” A ! 116 4o

It is the mention of Mofkha and O'mana bere -t?i-at_n’ét‘éffagity
foggefts the idea of Mafkat, which is in Oman, ‘and the principal

-

-

port of trade in the pravfncc ;
coalt is chatalteriftic; and the diftance, fuppoling Raseel-had to be
Syhgros, not incongruous.~ T cannot aceount for this coincidence ;
but [ do not think that Mofkha is Malkat, becaufe Mafkat is i}élyqnd

C. Ras-el-had ; and I fhall fhew immediately, by the iflands which

fucceed Mafkha, that we are not yet arrived at Ras-cl-had by four
hundred miles. Neither will the Mofkha of Prolemy folve the diffi-
=3 Bochart Iupg;a_fes.Sy_i;gras‘to_iie be_tweeq' 5 Qpuns amedduypuing, the appem;ed. the

Hadramaut aud Sachalites; which is true in  regularport. =
regard to the Sachalites of Prolemy, and then w8 Confult & Anville’s Memoice {iir le Mer

it 1s Fartaque. Phaleg. 106.
we 23 B Sos diwn b5 Ty HEmgey, Opetia, xxsv p 5%
{97y Ui

culty ;

RS

: VoL Vi T b Ll U NS, i 1
the defeription of the mountaidous

Erytheée, Academie de Belles Lettres, toms
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culty ; for he carries it farther back than. the Peripls, and has
placed it to the weftward of Syagros, which is bis Fartaque likewife,
as well as the Fartaque of our author.

: The mention of O'mana here is {till more unaccountable ; but I
was in hopes to have reconciled it by means of a river O’rmanus, or
Hérmanus, which Ptolemy has in his Bay Sachalites, and which he
brings down from a place called O’'mana. - This, however, is not to
‘be depended upon; for his map is fo diftorted on this part of the
coaft, that it leaves the whole: matter in uncertainty. One circums
ftance T‘uniy,_,cén be deduced” from it; which is, that his Ormanus
and O’mané.rare. both to,the weftward of Ras-el-had, as well as the
O'mana and Mofkha of the Periplis: the proof of which is, that
they both precede his Korbdamon, and Kor6édamon muft be the
yeprefentative of Ras-el-had, as it is his extreme point eaft of the

whole peninfula. . y :

There are no data for placing the Mofkha of the Peripliis, but the
diftance of eleven hundred ftadia from Syégros; and this meafure
: brings it nearer to Seger, the Sachalites of Ptolemy, the Schoche
of ‘the moderns, than any other place it can be referred to, At
' Mofkha, the mention of ‘the Bay Sachalites is again introduced by
the Peripléis ;3 for the author informs, us, that throughout the wholg
extent of that bay, in every port, the incenle ks in piles without a
guard ™ to protedt it, as if it were indebted to fome divine power
for its fecurity. Neither is it poflible to obtain a cargo, cither pub-

fireets of Panamaj but in Seger, befides the
this : plenty of a commodity, however valus protection of the gods, thetheik feems to keep
able, and familiarity with the fight of it, take good watch, if a fingle grain cannot be got
off from the edge of depredation. Bars,of off till the duty'is paid: : s
filver lie apparently without a guard in the
S5 2 ' licly

=7 There is,"'r;oth:'ng very extraordinary in
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lely or by connivance, without permiffion of the kmg Nay, if
a fingle grain were embarked clandeftively, good fortune indeed
muft the merchant have who cauid efcape with his veflel from the
harbour,

At Mofkha there is a regular intercourfe by fea wzth Kand; and
fuch veflels as come from Limrike *** and Barugaza, toe late in the -

feafori, and are obliged to pafs the adverfe monl'oon in this port,

Cr.

treat with the king’s officers to obtain frankincenfe in exchange for ~

their muflins, corn, and oil **, :

If it thould now be afked, whether [ am myfelf fatxsﬁed mth t!le'

accoun: here given of O'mana and Mofkha, I could not anfwer in

the affirmative. Thefe two names certainly throw a fhade. of ob-
feurity and difficulty over the arrangement of the coaflt; and if this
barren fubject fhouid be reviewed by a future commentator, much

pleafure would it be to fee thofe obftacles removed, whlch I have

not been fo fortunate as to furmount,

Still that, upon the whole, the affumption of Fartaque for8yégros
is right, depends upon proofs now to be produced, which are in-
controvextible ; for we are now advancing to two groupes of iflands,
which are the moft confpicucus of any that are attached to the coaft
of Arabia on the ocean ; and as iflands, rivers, and mountaius, are
features indelible, in thefe we cannot be miftaken.

XVIL. ISLANDS OF ZENGBIUS, ok CURIA MURIA.

At fifteen hundred fladia diftance from Mofkha, which T'have
fuppofed to be Seger; and at the termination of the diftrict calhtd

=4 Conean and Cambay. ? *» Probably ghee; or liquid butm _
3 ' . Afikho,

90
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Aflikho, there are feven iflands, almoft in a line, called the Ilands
of Zenbbius. Now the diftance anfwers to make thefe the iflands in
the Bay of Curia Muria, the Chartan ™ Martan of Al Edriffi ; and
though he fays they are only four, and four only they appear on
our charts, it is conclufive in their favour, that he ftyles the bay
Giun-al-Hafcifc * ; and Hafek (the Aflikho of the Periplis) is the
pﬁﬁcipal'town in the bay at the prefent hour. Hafec ** Al Edriff
calls it himfelf in another place, where he mentions only two iflands,
as Chartan and Martan; and fays, it is a fmall city, but populous, and
the bay deep and dangerous. The four iflands have now obtained
the names of Halki, Sordi, Halabi, and Deriabi ; and it is poffible
that fome rocky or deferted iflets attached to them ‘may have caufed
'_them to have been reckoned feven ; for feven they are in Prolémy
alfo, placed in the fame relative fituation between Fartaque and
Ras-cl-had, though not corre in their vicinity to the coaft.

XVIIL. SARAPIS, orR MAZEIRA.

From Hafee, or Afikho, we have, firft, a tra& inhabited by a
barbarous tribe **, not fubje& to Arabia but Perfis**;.and at the
diftance

Halek; and‘t'hat Prolemy’s Mmphat is a
corruption of Merbat, as it is written in Al
Edriffi, the C. Morebat of our charts.  Pha-

=0 Bochart fays, that by a change of the
points he reads Curian Murian for the Char-
tan Martan of Al Edriff.

@ Sinus Herbarum, Al Edviffi, p. 22.—
P.27. he makes Halee the city, and AlHafeifle
the bay ; but are they not the fame name ?

1 Here Prolemy places the Afcitz, whofe
name he derives (iom dands, becanfe they fail
on floats fupported on inflated kins; butsthis
is giving a Greek derivation of an Arabick
name. Bochart conje@ures, with much more

probability, that they are the inhabitants of

leg. 106.
43y " vhus wapamhiorn ds sadlys oy
&b viw ZmoSle; tendered by Hudlon, Hanc
ubi ex (upernis locis preetervectus fueris : but
&¢ vles means keeping off thore by a direét
conrle, in oppofition to wegonsilorms, or fol-
lowing the bend of the coalt.
34 This is no more cxtracrdinary than that
the fovercigns of Arabia fhould have ter ri=
wiics
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diftdnce of two thoufand ftadia from. the Mlands of Zendbivs, qmal:lw:
ifland called Sardpis. Sardpis; it is addﬂd, is an hundred 39& twenty
fadia from the coaft, two hundred ftadia in breadth, and containg
three villages, inhabited by pneﬂs, or reclufcs, of the Io}uhyﬁgg;ggg,
who fpeak the Arabick imguage-, and wear girdles or aprons made
of the fibres of the cocoa™*, I’&nty‘ of tortoife-thell, and of a good

qhality, is found here, on which account it/is mgulamxﬁfw _

by the fmall veficls and- barks fromKands o0 Ly KU 1 ahaiy

“1f we fhould now confult the chart, a,nd exang;c*gthc ﬁzg .g{' this
illand, and its diftance from the ifles of Z:nglnus% 1pﬂxu:tr*»w: mﬂ'
eflimate by the ftadia ar -about two hundred miles, we ydpq;h"y it to
a certamty with Mazeira ; for there is nosother. 11'1:,;;& of ;&hls fize,
ot at’ an hundred and twenty fadia. fram' £hq ap,ﬂi‘ or {perhapg

capable of containing three vitlages, any whefe to the %ﬂward;af v
Faitaque; or the ealtward of Rag-el-had. It muft 1here£9rc lic. be-

tween thefe two points, and precifely afcertain, that we are paft the
one, and not yet arrived at the other; and lchwnfe, t,hat the ifles of
Zenbbins muft, by their diftance and relative ﬁtuatmn be the Curia
Muria of the pref‘ent dhy, noththﬁaml’mg thelr dsiagneement in

e .".J

point of number.
' Maze:ra is well known to modern mmgatorq its fize and fitu-

ation are fuﬂimemlg afcgr;tamgd, anid ‘there i a channel “*'betiveen
the ifland ahd the main, r.hrcugh whzch Enghih ﬂ-ups have p&fﬁ:d,.

tories on the coalk df A!‘rma n Nrrht-fn‘" hui nb:amed it hkewﬁ'e Ctouh is Pu'u mdg*'
time, the feik of Aba Schahr, vy Bufheer, fof ‘thér fibres of the nat s whither the. leayg
in Perfis, was malter of Bahyainon the mﬂm allord @ Tubdtante for weavmg,,ur %{ha‘hﬁf
coalt of me(,ﬂ?h of Perfiay 1) they fware thiesmiclves, ‘the | apron, may ke

4 Wl Gpaes Fhay KOTKINON: W find  doubted § the et s in favour of the lm&
the name of the Cocoa Palm.tree (2s'far as 1 . Onear.u} Navrgatur, pp 167, lﬁ'i

can lgarn) firft mentianed in this wurlr. Pliny
D'ﬂmﬂlle

qL
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D’Anville has fuppofed that Saréipis is the fame as Mazeira, without
confidering that if it be fo, it is to the weft of Ras-el-had, and

that -therefoife* his Syégros, which is fixed at Ras-el-had, cannot

L4

be corre&.

XIX. ISLANDS OF KALAIUS, ox SUADL

 we have another diftaice of two thoufand

Uron leaving Sar4pis,
ftadia, and then another group, called the Iflands of Kalaius. The
hofe of Suadi or Swardy,

_diftance is too fhort ™", but the iflands are t
which lie between Mafkat and Sohar, and which, according to
M¢Cluer **, are formed into: four ranges for the fpace of feven
leagues, with a clear paffage between them. In affluming thefe
iflands for thofe of Kalaius, there can be no error, for the language

of our author is precife: he fays, that as you are now approaching

the Gulph of Perfia, 'keeping clofe ™ round the coaft, you change

27 T fhould read spzxndus for Sizynlss;
but though I have fuggelted corrections, I
have ‘hever ventured on an alteration of the
text.

#& Opriental Navigator, p. 181 & 175,

59 TlepormiCorns 8t v ixopim Yzugor, s
dtrry vy APKTON #dn magh s baSoavin w5 Tlip

i Sohdaamsy xiivias waos EAGEILE [xnsdores

Stuckius.] an:ﬁs Aeydpuesen, Vizos, axdey exl
sadids dmxn b msr&pim -‘F:? i,

. 'Thus rendered by Hudlon:
In finu_autem vicinze contfg:eutis,_ ad fep-
tentriones, prope oftium maris Perfici infulz
jacent, ad quas navigatur, Calei infulee diclwe,
quee fere bis mille ftadiorum intervalio a con-

" tinente funt digjunétee.

93

the

Dut how iflands that lie two hundred miles
from the coalt, can be faid to lie in a bay of
the continent, is not eafy to comprehend. I
propole Sarhdumu, or magamddpoas, paffed or
Jailed through, for whdpea, and to render the

paffage thus;
[Proceeding on your coutle from Sardpis]

you wind round with. the adjoining coaft' to
the north ; and a; you approach towards the

entrance of the Gulph of Perfia, at the dif-
tance of two thoufand ftadia [from Saripis]

you pafs a group of iflands, which' lie in‘a’
range along the coalt, and are called the Tflands’

of Kalaius. ;
1 imagine that aepecapios m xdpe cannot
be rendered better than by deferibing the
~ iflands

SI
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the direftion of your courfe to the NorTH. This is literally true
" at Ras-el-had, and no where elfe on the coaft ;' for. Ras-el-had is the
¢xtreme point eaft of all Arabla; and as foon as you are paft it, the
coalt falls back again to the north-weft. If we could reckon the
two thoufand ftadia from the point where this alteration of the
courfe takes place, that is, from Ras-el-had, the diflance alfo would
correfpond. ' (b Bl 1 gt
After arriving at théfe iflands, if we fhould review the iw_holc
courfe from Fartaque to Ras-el-had, there is npothing to interfere
with the general {tatement, except the mention of O'mana and
Mofkha; and no fingle point ought to ftand in competi_t'"xou. with
the whole, At the diftance of eighteen hundred years, it is diffi- -
cult to fay whether the obfcurity lies with us, or the author; one
fhould rathier ':quit the author, who is fo corre in other refpedds,
and look for a folutton from fome future lights, which may appear,
cither from a better knowledge of the coaft, or from fome better
readings of the commentators, confidering that the copy which we
have is certainly defe&jve,- and that no manuferipts are to be

expedted. 2l

iflands as * lying in @ range’ Perhaps it
fhould be read wwparerapive; and this is the
precife diflindtion of M¢Cluer. #in may be
read either with fc gurdy vy "Agperon, OF with
wnl oy noloary, € as you are Jufl approaching
the Guiph of Pegfia lic flands 37 und 1 place a
comma at Siexiss, in order to make it exprefs
the diftance from Sardpis : but if it be joined
with the fioal claufe, it muft be rendered,
« the Jfiands of Kalaive, wobich lie in a range
« jave thoufand fladia clong the coafl™” This is
pot truej ueither can we firetch the deven

Jeagues 'of M<Cluer, orenc-zndstwenty miles
to two hundred.  Tpuanilorss, lignifies lite-
willy, to deep clafe to-the fhore; to followw the
windings of the fhore.  But whatever doubt
there may be coucerning the contents of the
whale paffage, nothing cay be more plain than
thiis one circumitance, that the cpurfe of the
voyage is changed here to the NORTH, and
this particalar can be trie only ot Ras.cl-liad.
This is the truth we have been leaoching for,
and T think the proof is conclufive. '

The
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The natives, on the main oppofite to thefe iflands, are faid to be
treacherous, and their vilion to be defecive during the light of the
day : what the latter citcumftance may allude to, it is not material
to inquire, but their treachery is natural if ‘they are Bedouin Arabs,

" as Lieut. Porter ** fays they were in his time at Schar, and mnot
“civilized in their behaviour to the people of his boat.

[}

XX. ISLANDS OF PAPIAS.
 'We have now the Iflands of Papias, and the Fair Mountain, with
the entrance of the Perfian Gulph: for the firft, we muft look to
two or three fmall iflands on the coaft, beyond Sohar, towards the
~north; and at the laft of thefe the Journal places the Fair Meun-

tain, which would anfwer fufficiently to Cape Fillam, if that be high
Jand'; and not far from Fillam are the Straits. .
It is not improbable, however, that the Iflands of Paplas may be
the Coins, which lic immediately off the entrance of the gulph;
for, in a letter of Lieut. M‘Cluer to Mr. Dalrymple, he writes,
¢« the: Great Coin . ... lies in lat. 26° 30’ o” north. ... and there
% are four other iflands between this and Cape' Mufleldom, all of
% them fmaller than the Great Coin, and none of them inhabited . ..
« Befides thefe, there are feven others clofe in, which are not eafily
% diftinguithed from the Arabian fhore.”  But the determination
of the queftion will depend upon the pofition in which we view the
iflands; for they feem to lie within Mogandon, while thofe of
Papias precede it. We muft likewife find a place for the Fair
Mountain between them and the Cape, for which there feems hardly
{pace fufficient, :
. ¢ Qriental Navigdtor, p. 177

T T

1
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XX SABO, ASABO, ox MOGANDON.

It is well knows that Mogandon is rcprcfented in Pto!emy by
the black mountains called Afabo, the promontory of the Afabi; and
that Sabo fignifies South, defignating, as it fhould feem, in the mind
_of Arabian navigators, the extreme point fouth of the Gulph of
Perfia. A tribe is alfo' noticed in the nelghbourhood which is called
Macz both by Ptolemy and Arrian; and in Macse we obtain pro-
bably the rudiments of Mogandon which 2we have “from the Portu-
gucfe. But the Orientalifts give a different etymology, and inform
us, that Mo-falem is the Cape of Congratulation,

Mogandon is of vaft height, and frightfol appearance ; it forms,
with Mount ™ Ehowrs, or Elbours, on the oppofite’ fhore, the
¢ntrance to the gulph, which is near forty miles broad, eflimated at

fixty in the Peripltis; and Elbours is called the Round Mountain of

Semiramis: it is round in fa®, and has its modern name of Elbeurs
from its fuppoied rcfembiance to the Fire Towers of the Guebres
or Parfees.

Mocandon is a fort of Lizard point to the gulph-;,f_'pr- all the Ara-
hian fhips take their departure from it, with fome ¢ceremonies of fupers
fiition, imploring a blefling on their voyage, and fetting afloat a toy,
like a veflel rigged and decorated, which, if it is dafhed to pieces by
the rocks, is 10 be accepred by the Ocean a5 an oﬁ'ermg for tbc
efeape of the veilel.

Whether the author himfelf paﬁed this cape, and emered the

gulph, is very dubious; from the manner of the narration, I (hould

conclude he never entered the gulph; for he mentions only two
partlculars within the fliraits, and then mtroduces the pa.[fage acrofe
the open fea from Arabia to Karmatud

= Thele two mountains oppofite, are the Owair and Kofair of Al Edrifliy p. 4.

96
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XX{I. TEREDON, APOLOGUS, o OBOLEH.

. But the two particulars noticed are remarkable : the one is the
Pear]l Fifhery, which extends on the bank great part of the way
from Mogandon to Bahrain; and the other is the fituation of a
town called Apélogus, at the head of the gulph on the Euphrates,
and oppofite the Fort of Pafinus or Spafinus. There can be no
hefitation in adopting the opinion of d’Anville, that Apdlogus is

" Oboleh, upon the canal that leads from the Euphrates to Bafra; for

Oboleh is fituated, according to Al Edriffi ™, at the angle between
the canal and the river; and he adds, that the canal covers it on the
north, and the river on the eaft; confequently, this is as nearly

~ oppofite to the Fort of Pafinus, as the canal is to the Haffar River,

which communicates with all the mouths of the Tigris and En-
phrates.

Apblogus is Greek in its external form, but much more properly
deduced, as ’Anville obferves, from Oboleh, which; with the firong
oriental afpirate, becomes Obolehh or Obolegh. We may confe-
quently affume this for a proof of its exiftence as a place of com-
merce at fo carly a period, when it had probably taken place of
Terédon or Diridétis, as Bafra took place of Oboleh under the
fecond Caliphate **' of the Mahometans; but that Oboleh continued
a matt of conlideration long after the building of Bafra™, we may

s, B 131 Mare Viride,, -

223 Abilfeda Reitke, p. 113. Mare Fulvum,

=5 A] Ldvifli mentions Bafra fufficiently ; Mare Candidum,
but in his general defcription he fays, Ab Mare Nigrum,
mari Sin derivatur mare Viride, eftq; finus Mare Venetum

the Perfian Sea.

the Cafpian.

the Propontis.

the Euxine.

the Blue Sea, or Me-

Perlize et Obolle, . v ... finus pervenit ulque N diterranean.

‘ad Obollam prope Abadan, ibiq; termivatur; Why do we difpute fo much about the mare

PP 3 4 Rubrum ? ’
27 2 ¢ be

4%
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be affured by Al Edrifli’s making it the termination of the gulph, as

well as the Peripliis; and Oboleh, or a village that reprefents it,
fill exifts between Baira and the Euphrates ;. the canal alfo is called
the Canal of Oboleh. e et g
Terédon had been a city of great trade from very remotc times 5
that is, from the age of Nebuchadnezzar to the Macedonian con-
queft. It feems to have continued fo 1ill the time of ~A-ugu'{’tus, for

it is mentioned by Dionyfius ™3 deferted afterwards, perhaps, from
the failure of water in the Khore Abdillak, or ancient mouth of the

Euphrates, and veplaced by Oboleh, probably during the dynafty
of the Arfacides. The Babylonians, who commanded the river
from the gulph to the capital, doubtlefs made ufe of it as the
- channel of Oriental commerce; and, the traffick which had pafied
by Arabia, or by the Red Sea, through Tduméa, to Egypt, Tyre,
and other places on the Mediterranean, was diverted by Nebuchad- *
nezzar, after the defiru&ion of "Tyre, to (hé Perfian Guiph; and
through his territories in Mefopotamia, by Palmyra and Damafcus,
it pafled through Syria to the Welt. ' After the conqueft of Babylon
by Cyrus, the Perfians, who were neither navigators to the Eaft,
nor attentive to their fronticr on the welt, fuffered Babylon, Nis

neveh, and Opie, to fink into ruin ; the courfe of trade, therefore,
returned to Arabia on the fouth, to the Cafpian **and Euxine on the
north : Iduméa became again the refort of the caravans; and Tyre

rofe out of its afhes, till its power ¢nabled it to maintain a fiege of
eight months againft Alexander, in thc career of his vidtories.

=% Dionyfius is faid to be the verfifier of Albama, :hen down the Pha&s, or Anthemus,
Fratofthencs's’ Geography 3 if fo, it is not  into the Euxine'; in Julisian’s time; by Du-
quite s proof that it did exift in his time. ~ bms, a country e:ght days from Theodofiopolie

=$ See Strabio, p. 509, The trade palied in'Crinits, where the trade from India, lhe-
by the Oxus into the Calpian Sea, and from  vig, and Perfia, meets the Roman merchants.
the Cafpian up the Cyrus® ind ) Avaxes into Procopius de Bello Perfico, p. 149,

3

\ l. 99
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XXIII. ORIENTAL COMMERCE BY THE GULPH OF PERSIA.

- WuaT views this Conqueror had after his firft vitories, we can
only conjeure ; but after his return from India, we may be affured
that his comprehenfive mind had embraiced all that vaft fyftem
which was afterwards completed at Alexandria, His fucceflors, the
Ptolemies in Egypt, and the Seleucide in Syria, were rivals in this
commerce ; Palmyra, Damafcus, and Antioch, all lie on the line of
“the caravans*ftom the Perfian Gulph ; the Calpian and the Euxine
were agﬁnﬁ‘uented, and the commerce on this fide enriched the
kingdoms **" of Prufias, Attalug, and Mithridates; while the navi-
~ gation on the Indian Ocean, built upon the fam( foundation, made

Alexandria the firft commercial city of the world. Egypt, main-
taining its intercourfe with the Eaft, in the firft inftance by means
of the Sabéans, and finally,' by flects fitted out from its own ports
_on the Red Sea. _ ST

=7 Tt would be forcign to the prefent work  the Romans would not'fuffer the Parthians;

to purfue the inquiry into this commerce, as
carried on by land on the north. But it fcems
to have exilted in the time of Herodotus, wlio
mentions the trade on the Euxine conduéted
. by interpreters of feven different languages :
in the time of Mithridates ®,' 300 different
nations met at Diofcirias in Colchis j and, in
the early time of the Roman power in that
country, there were 130 interpreters of the
languages ufed there ; but now, fuys Pliny,
the city is deferted; that is, in Pliny’s age,

* Marcian Heracleota, Hudfon, p. 64. fays, that
Timofthenes wwrote a very imperfe@ work on Geo-
graphyy and Erarofthenes copied him verbatim,

«Timofthenes was a Rhodian, §ece an Account of
his Work, ibid.

or any of the northern nations, to traffic by
the Enxine, but confined the whole trade to
Alexandria, and the maritime intercourle with
India. See Herodotus, lib. iv. and Pliny,
lib. vi. 5. :
. Diofctirias was on.the Anthemns, one of
the rivers that came out of Caucalus into the
Luxine. A

Diofciirias was called Scbaftopolis in Adris
an’s time, and the lalt fortification of the
Roman empires . Arrian, who vifited it, men.
tions nothing o_f its trade.  Arriani Periplis
Maris, Evxini, p. 18, 1 find nothing of the
Anthemus ; but the Phafis was pavigable for
thirty-eight miles. Second Periplus Euox. Sea,
Hudlon.

In

i
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in the foilowmg ages, the dynafty of the Arfacida divided thefe
profits with the Rotbans ; and in the decline of the Roman power,

the revived Perfian dynafty affumed fuch an afcendancy, that in.

the time of Juflinian the Rmrfms had recourfe to the powel's of
Arabia ** and Abyffinia, to open that commerce from which the
Perfians had excluded them ; and when the Perfian dynafty funk
under the power of the Chahphs, the Mahomedan ™ accounts of the

.plunder found at Ckeﬁphqn, prove t‘he full poﬂ'efﬁeu of the Iﬂtﬁan
comumerce by the Perfians. .

" Upox the erettion of two chaliphates, tme at Bagdad, and the

other at Cairo, the commerce of India was ‘again divided ; but the

greateft part of the ‘precious commodities which reached, Europe,
came through the hands of the Venetians from Alexandria, till
the Gencele opened the northern commaunication again by means
of the Euxme, the Cafpxan and their fettlement at Caffa in the
Crimea.

=% Procopius, lib. i c. 20, mentions Julli-
afan”s application to the king of Abyflinia to
obtain the importation of filk ; but the Abyf-
finians could not effeét thic, the Parthiane
[Perfians] having feized on the emporia.
Paolino, p. of.

% When Heracliua took Dcﬂag'hcrd, the
paiace of Chofraes, he found iy it aloes, dloes
wobd, maraxa, filk thread, pepper; muflins,
or muflin frocks without umber, fogar, gin

| 69

ger, filk vobes, wove earpets, embroidersd
carpets, aid bullion.  Cedrenus, pi 4i8—
Merdfe o 4 vv o Smpdr wipana. Olycas p.2Yos
who gives the i'mehltory of procuring filk-
wotms a8 Procopius.

When 8ad, the gcueral of leu'. _nsal:
Ctefiphon or Modais, the carpet is particularly
mentioned,
other particulars are omitted.

See Abilfeda Reifke,” 79; but



-

"ARABIA 1 323

XXV. 'CRU‘SADES-. :

In the cleventh and twelfth centuries, the Crufades opened to
the eyes of the Europeans the fources of this Oriental wealth, 'The
lofs of the kingdom of Jerufalem enabled them to difcover, that the
power of Saladin was founded on the revenue derived from the
commerce which paffed through Egypt; and the work of Marin
Sanuto ** is a Memorial prefented to the Pope, and the principal
fovereigns of Europe, in order to inftrut them, that if they would

compel their merchants to trade only through the dominions of the
chaliphs of Bagdat, they would be better fupplied, and at a cheaper
rate ; and would have no longer to fear the power of the foldans
in Egypt.

What thofe fovereigns, did not, or could not do, was eﬁ‘e&ed

three centuries later by the difcovery of the Cape of Good Hope =

10 this difcovery Europe is certainly indebted for the decline of the
Turkifh power, which at that time threatened the whole Weftern

## This curions work is inferted in the
Gelta Dei per Francos: it is highly intercft-
ing, both upon acconnt of the commereial in-
telligenice it “contains, and the clear-fighted

fpccu!amns of the author. I owe the know-

ledge of it to Bergeron, who has cited it in his
Treatife on Commerce annexed to his collec-
tion of Voyages, which is itfelf allo' a moft
valuable work. The editor of the Gelfta Dei,
&c. fays, he had the Memorial of Sanuto, in
two MSS. copies, from Scaliger and Peta-
vias; that one of thefe was bound in velvet,
and ornamented with clafps, &e. fo as to

* affure him that it was one of the original

copiesy prefented by Sanuto himfelf to fome

one of the princes : if fo, 1 imagine it contains
the oldelt map of the world at this day ex~
ilting, except the Peutingerian Tables; for
Marin Sanuto fived in 1324.  His map, how-
ever, is wholly in the Arabic form; and, I
conclude, built on one that he had procured
when in Paleftine. = There is another Livio
Sanuto, a geographer in. the 16th century,
whofé work [ have feen in the Ring’s Library,
but not examined ; it feemed a valuable work
for the age. - In this Sanuto’s time the India
trade had fettled again at Aden, where it was
when the Romans deftroged that city 1300
years before. See lib.i. c. 1. The whole is
wotth confulting, -

world 3
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wou.l and the various other important confequences whxch enfued,
are too well known, and have been too well detailed in h1ﬂory, 10
require infertion in the prefent work,

Of the interior of Arabia we know' little to this day ;*but that,
notwithftanding the dahgef of robbery, caravans of ‘gréeat value
traverfed’ it in all” ages, we have certain evidence to dEPCI'ld on.
revious to the Peripliis, we have the teflimony of Strabo and
Agatharchides ; in the middle ages,” “the account of Al Ediifhi ; and,
in our own time, ‘we want no other proof than the Englith im-
portations at Jiddah, which reach Mccea at the time of the Pil-
gtimage, and from thence feem to be dlfperfed over the who{c
peninfula. -

At Grave likewife, in the nofthowet angle qf the Perfian Gulph,
there +has been a confiderable importation till within thefe few
years ; and at El ‘Catif, near Bahrain, which is the Gerrha of the
ancients, there is fome commerce befides the returns for thc Pearl- -
Fithery; but with the progrefs of which, inland, we are unac-
quainted.

Somewhere in the ncrghbourhood of Grane was the fear of Abdul
Wehab, who, with his army of deifts and democrats, bas plutidered
Mecca within thefe three years, upon the fame principle as his
brethren in Europe demolithed the Church of their own coumry,
and with much the fame event to the plunderers; for Abdul
Wahab is faid to have fallen by the hands of an affaffin, as the
firt democrats of France have moftly perifhed m the courfc t}f the
revoluuion, ; i

192
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XXV, GERRHA,

" GERRUBA is one of the few towns in Arabia that Pliny has enabled
us to fix with certainty ; for he coimes down the weftern coaft of the
gulph, which, he fays, was neyer explored till vifited by Epiphanes ;
and which is little known to any now except the natives : but Pliny,
after pafling the ifland of Ichara, and onec or two obfcure places,
mentions Gerrha as a city five miles round, and the walls or towers
built of foffil** falt. This is a circumftance true (I think) only at
Ormus and El Katif, which, added to the fize of the city, afcertains
its identity, It is neceffary to be particular in this refpect, becaufe
the Gerrhéans are the firfk conduétors of the caravans upon regord ;
and it is highly probable, that long previous to-hiftory they enjoyed
the profits of this traffic ; for Agatharchides ™, who firft mentions
them, compares their riches with thofe of the Sabéans ; and adds,
that they brought much wealth into Syria, which was at that time
fubje@ to Ptolemy ; and furnithed a variety of articles for the in-
duftry of the Phenicians. By this we underfland, that they crofled
: the whole peninfula to Petra in Iduméa, from which city we know
that the intercoprfé was open with Tyre, Phenicia, and Syria.
Strabo ** informs us, that they were the general carriers of all the
produce of Arabia, and all the fpices, or aromatics ; but he-adds like-

wife, that Ariftobtilus c_ontradi&é this, and fays, that they go up the -

= Strabo alfo, lib. xvi. p. 766. Charrz = Mlipmopes & bl & Tejjaion w8 whion T

had the fame ufe of foffil falt, Plin. xxxi. 7. ‘ApeBiuy Qoprlan xal vy Apapaion. Lib. xvi.
" 4 HudfonGeog. Min. Agatharchides,p.64. p. 766. The Gerrhéana are the travelling
ererapitupbon wiv o whroy iz daQoydls Mbyo amd - merchants in caravans, and bring the produce
#os "Aclas xz) 73 "Euporns, the fators for all the - of Arabia, and the fpices of India.

precious commodities of Afia and Europe. e :

uvu Euphrates

10%

3l



