
I N D I A .  379

or fortrefies has been changed, according to the prevailing interefts 

o f  the day, or the caprice o f conquerors.
T h e  whole weftern face o f the peninfula, from Cambay to Cape 

Comorin, is nearly equal to fifteen degrees o f latitude. This ex- 

tenfive tradt appears upon the map divided into fix provinces, or 
diftridts, under the names of Cambay or Guzerat, the Concan, the 

Dekhan, Canara, Malabar, and Travancore “ h Correfpondent to 

thefe, we have in the Periplus the province o f Barugaza, the Larike 

o f Ptolemy, equivalent to G u zerat; Ariake to Concan, 01 the 

Pirate Coaft, between Bom bay and G o a ; Lim urike to Canara, be­

tween G oa and Malabar ; the Kingdom  o f Pandion, anfwering to 

the upper part o f  Malabar, including Calicut and C o ch in ; Paralia 

to Travancore, as far as Cape Comorin j and the Pearl Fifhery, ex­

tending from Comorin to the Iflands o f Rami-ceram and Manar.

T h e limits o f thefe will appear diftindly in the profecution of our 

inquiry j and if  w e fix the boundary o f Lai ike at the Tapti, and 

include the modern Dekhan o f the coaft within the confines o f 
Ariake, our ancient geography will prove confiftent with the modern 

divifion o f the provinces. For, notwithftanding the fludtuations o f 

power, or the change o f mafters, thefe are marked by charadteriftics 

that feem indelible. T h e only difference is, that the Periplus has 
no fpecific diftridl equivalent to the Dekhan, but ufes that term, in 

its general acceptation, as it is employed at the piefent day, em­

bracing the provinces o f the peninfula in contra-diftindtion to 

Hindoftan,

>h Travancore, though a kingdom of ltfelf, or Cottonara, do not occur in the foim cl 
is generally included in Malabar, as well as fubflantives throughout the work. I conclude 
Calicut and Cochin. that Papike, the correfpondent name to D iu

111 Aptan*ii, Akfj.vfix.’i ,  KoTTovxpccri, are all ad- Head, is an adjective likeivife. 
jeftives with implied ; but A ria, Limyra,

The
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Tbc Peri pi us leems to apply the name of Barugaza to the pro- 
viuce as well *s to the port j and this poffibly, becaule at that tune 
r  was fubje£t to M innagar; but Ptolemy calls it Larike, and makes 
it part of the kingdom o f Grind, with the other towns or places 
on the River Namadus or Nerbudda-; and as long as there was a 
regular Hindoo power at Ougeio, that city feerns to be the natural 
metropolis o f the country. With equal propriety, the fagara of 
Ptolepiy and t h e  Periplus, is connected - with the Pirate Load, both 
comprehended in the province of AriaKC, and both fubjedt to Balem- 
koorus, whole capital was at Hippokoora, fupppfed by D’A n ville“ ' 
to be the Balhara"4 of.AI Edriffi"5. His title was King of Kings, and
he was conneaed with another prince or rajah at Baithana, called

Stropok'mius whom Lieut. Wtlford “ 7 makes the Salibaham of the 
Hindoos, and his metropolis, Pat!an. I am not luihciently informed, 
to c o n firm  or invalidate thefe opinions ; but I find that the Bah- 
hara’“ of A 1 Edriffi refided at Naherwalleh "% the ancient capital 
o f Gpzerat, prior to Amedabad j and if fp, Ptolemy would have 
placed Hippokoora’10 in Larike, and not in A rkkd, where it now

... Anuq. de r in d ,,  p. <*. like our Sir or M r  See
m paulino places the Bahhara in Concaiy A f .  Refearches, »u. > P- i - 1- y y  

t Kemkemi on the authority o f  Renaudot's 1 ’ Difldtatton on 1 ag.ua. P ’ a ; 3-
E  '  C '  re fays, is Balia Raja. «  See Bayer, H it  . Reg. B a d  P -* 9 - 1 .0
Great King; but if f e c i ,  be iscet.-inly oitea ftveral Oner.tal autuunt.w, but dctcr-

"<* the Balbaja of A! Edriffi. He adds, ^ hrwara, Nahrtvaltah.
u Sf IVAnville avelTe iatto it viafftr.u del! ixanrodia, ,
.. £ i  priena di fcriverela f«a A m id.ita del -  Hippokoora, compared with the: « . « '«
i. India, non a v retie commefi tnnti fpropofiti fituation of places roiin it, m.g . v

nefSoi Hbrir- P .98 . H e treats none of fe t c h in g  not very M an t from Poona, the 
us who write at home with greater civility, prelent feat of the Mahraua government,

r s a w a s ^ j K :  - •
o - *  ■ “

..I Sri, or Skri, is an inferior title efrefpea, ft am', theotlkr fide of the Ghatus.
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Hands in his geography. But I am perfuaded that both Ptolemy and 
the Periplus agree in the general divifion and relation of Larike and 
Ariake, and differ only in the appellations they have adopted. The 
names o f places, rivers, mountains, and provinces, in Ptolemy, are 
as aftonilhing as his errors in pofition, longitude, and latitude, are 

manifeft. His pofitions, however, are for the moll part relatively 
right, though they are effentially w rong; and the errors of his 
longitude, in which he is principally miftaken, mull have arifen 
from his manner of acquiring information— by interrogating the 
merchants and mariners at Alexandria, whole reports were from 
memory, and not from journals. But it is evident, that many of 
thefe muff have penetrated far inland, other wife he could not 
have left us the great outline o f truths which is ftill manifeft in 
his works, and which makes us forgive all his particular errors, ia 

confideratiou of the general and important information that wc 

obtain.
VIII. I am now to enter upon the defcription of this coaft, inci­

dentally traced by Hardouin, Robertfon, Rennell, Paolino, and many 

others; but where no one has regularly gone before me, through 
the whole extent, except d’Anville. His conclufions I fhall be 
compelled to queftion, but it will not be done without diffidence 
on my parr, and without due refpeft to his learning and abilities; 
for d’Anville is the firft writer, properly lpeaking, who has taught 

us to inveftigate the geography o f the ancients, by tracing the cha- 
ra&ers o f different coafts and countries as they exift at prefent: to 
him we look up, as to a matter in this branch of the fcience ; and 
even where his errors are demonftrable, we cannot but relpeft the 
extent of his learning, experience, and information.

3 D At
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A t the commencement of our inquiry, the fir ft information we 
receive from the Peripiua is, that the extent o f the coaft from Ba- 

rugaza to Limu-rikd is feven thouiand ftadia, or feven hundred 

m iles; but as this would carry us, at one ftep, to Mount d I!!i , ic 
is reje&ed by Rennell, d’Anville, and I believe all the writers who 
have examined the fubjedt. T he commencement of Limurike, our 
author has placed at Naoora, Tyndis, and Muziris. And as it will 
hereafter appear that thefe places muft be near the northern limit o f 
Ccnara, and that therefore we have every realon to- conclude Lim u- 
rikd has nearly the fame limit as that province, we cannot take off 
lefs than two hundred from the feven hundred miles, to preserve 

the proportion of the coaft. This is one teafon, among others, 
which may induce a doubt, whether or not the writer o f the Periplus; 

performed this part of the voyage him ("elf.

The firft places mentioned, upon leaving Barugaza, are

Akabaroos ” l, Oop&rtiy and Kalhcna.

In

Tvi confideration o f this circumftancf, ditr.i, that is, Cant'. 2 and M illibar; added to 
and my i'-emnal dfpcndance on the meafttres the corrcfpondenec o f  the Blands on the coaft, 
o f  the Ptriplus, I was originally difpefed to made me prefer the arrangement which I have 
c< in fider AriakS as comprehending the whole adopted. I he A t  ail «i this will be es planted 
coaft, from the Tapti to Mount d ’ i i l i ; and at large as we proceed, 
if the Province o f Limurike were to commence It is not affeSatmn, o f a love o f fmgu-
*t that cape, the iHands 08 the co *1 o f L i- larity, that induce, me to aflame the Greek 
m unke, that produce the tortoife-fhell, accord- kappa, rather than the c o f the ,  .alias, or the 
ing to the Periplus, and which may be well Englifti diphthong 00, for the Greek on ; but 
abttntd for the L a ck  Dives, correfpond better a hope that the true found, and true ortho- 
w«h a Limurike fputh of d’ llli, than north, graphy, may dir eft the eye or the ear o f  mo- 
But the ftrong ground that Rennell has taken dern travellers, or voyagers, to the difeovery 
for nffigning N elk until to Ncli-ceram ; the o f  ancient names. The diftortion o f European 
cireumftances at that place according fo effen- names by Oriental witters is aftonifhing to us j  
tially with the ancient account; the diviftoa and our mode of exprefling Oriental founds, 
between L im uriU  aod the Kingdom of Pan- received by the car, muft be equally offenfive

to
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In regard to Kalliena, all fuffrages1’1 are united to fix it in the 
neighbourhood of Bombay; for Bombay is upon an ifland, clofe to 
which, on the main, was an ancient city called Gallian. The rums 
o f Gallian Bill remain, and are noticed by Fryer1’1 in 1675, as the 
molt glorious ruins in the Dekhan the Mahomedans ever had to de­
plore. His .account proves it to have been a city of the Hindoos, and 
its fituation commanding BafTcen, Salfet, and Bombay, gives it a 

pre-eminence as a mart of commerce in all ages.
But if we have fo much concurrent teftimony for fixing Kalliena 

near Bombay, we have almoft two hundred miles of coaft on which 
we are to look for the other two places named ■, and if Oopara 
be the Soopara of Ptolemy, as is generally allowed, it rauft be a 
place115 of fome note116; for Subara is joined with the mention o f 
Cambay, in the middle ages, by A 1 Edrifli. It is luppofed, by 
d’Anville, to anfwer to the .Sefareh cl Hende of the Oriental geo­
graphers, in contradiftinaion to the Sefareh el Zinge on the coaft 
o f Africa, which is the Sofala o f the Portuguefe; and thefe two 
Sofalas, one in India, and the other in Zanguebar, are luppo e to 
be in conftant habits of mutual commerce and correfpondencc, by
means of the alternate monfoons.

An intercourfe of this kind between Guzerat, and the coaft o f

Africa, I have mentioned in the former part'”  of thl» " ° * >  " hlcK

t o t h e i t p ^ p t i o . . .  Ebii Hsi.ka! Sa- S P L I T S  ”
kaliah, Akrites, and Kibres, P- 5.3 - *  " ,  1 ^  in> <H t h f i i i o ;
would certainly require fome attention o ■ , - ^  pju,i;no Ioc. T hat it, from
mind before a common reader would dtfeover f j * -  V Polo_ L ib . L c. 6 .

that they are Sicilia, Creta, and Cyprus. fignifies a fplendid city. A . Ha-
w Orme, Renndl, Robcrtfon, d’Anville, bupura ngmuc v

&c. Cofmas basCaranja in the harbour o f milton. .
Bombay. 7, PaSe‘ ’ 53‘

** Orme, Hift. Fragments, note 30.
3 D 2 t ” C
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the I’eri pi us defcribes as previous to the voyages o f the Greeks in 
the Indian Ocean, and totally unconnected with them j conducted 

by native merchants on both tides, or by Arabs, who were carriers 
for both. On this latter point there can hardly be a cloubt, when 
we find that the veffcls employed in this trade fometirnes difcharged 
part o f their lading in Zangucbar, and proceeded afterwards to 
Arabia; and when we learn from the fame work, that moft of the 
fettlers on thatcoaft were Arabs, and fcveral of the places iubjedt to 
the different Iheiks of Arabia, as they are at this day. Thefe are 

the large veflels from India, which Agatharchides defcribes as early 
as the time o f Philadelphus, found by the Greeks in the ports o f 
Arabia ; and from which they obtained all the commodities o f the 
Eaft before they went to India themfelves. This commerce w e 
may carry back to the ages long antecedent to hi Rory, and conclude, 
that as the monfoon muft be known to the inhabitants of both ccafts 
from the time they were inhabited, fo mutt the communication 
have been opened from the earlieft period in which mariners ven­
tured to commit themfelves to the ocean.

It is a!moft fuperfluous to add, that the Sefarch both o f Africa 
and India has been converted into the Ophir o f Solomon, as it: has 
fuited the hypothefis of different authors, to carry his fleets to the 
eaft or to the fouth ; and fortunately, both opinions may be main­
tained or combated, without danger of controverting the authority 
of feripture.

After all thefe various particulars, which are left to the difere- 
lion o f the reader, there does appear fomething o f importance in 

the circumftance o f Sooppara continuing a place o f npte, from 
the age of Ptolemy and the Penplus to the time o f Cofmas and

Al»
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AI Edriffi 118; and It Teems not impoffible to determine its fituation, 
by obferving that Ptolemy places it on the north of the firft great river 
fouth of his Namadus, or Nerbudda: this river muft be the Tapti, 
and the place north of the Tapti muft be Swalley,, or fome place 
near i t ; in the front of which lies the road of Surat. How d*An- 
ville could carry this down to SifFerdam ,15, feventy miles fouth of 
Bombay, when he unites in fuppofing Kalliena and Bombay to be 

the fame, is inconceivable ; but as he places his Sefarch el Hinde 
there alfo, the refemblance o f a name has made him difregard the 
arrangement o f his author: but i f  the author has any meaning*.
Soopara muft lie between Baroache and Bombay, and moft probably 
in the vicinity o f Surat. Surat itfelf is faid to be a modem 130 city 5 
but a mart in its neighbourhood muft always have commanded a 

great accefs to the interior, as the Tapti extends upwards, from the 
fea, full four hundred miles, and communicates by its branches with 
a variety of diftricfts which are rich and fiourifhing. It is this 
circumftance which has made Surat fuperior in commerce to Ba­
roache, for thefe three laft centuries, as being eafier o f approach; 

and whatever city fupplied its place on the Tapti muft have partaken 
o f thefe advantages, and filch apparently was the Soopara, or Oopara, 

o f the ancients. It is very remarkable, that Rennell has an Oolpar 
a little to the north-eaft o f Swalley, in his corrected Map of India;
-but as he does not mention it in his Memoir, I cannot difcover 
whether it is ancient or modern— a city or a village. I build little 
upon fimilarity o f names ; but as many gentlemen, now in England,

t
■ >» B y  the repeated mention o f  Subara with purpofe. But I  cannot always follow his 

Cambay in A l  Edrifli, I  had hoped to conneft wanderings, 
k  with the Suppara o f  Ptolenry; but I think . '*  Antiq. de l’ lnde, p. J04.
he means to place it north o f Baroache, which ,JO W hich is proved by Capt. Hamilton, in 
kc calls Bcruh $ i f  fo, it will not anfwer our his Account o f the E alt Indies, vol. i. p. 144•

3 have
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have been rcfider.t at Surat, if  ‘any thing ftiould have occurred to 
their obfervation, they will be gratified by the introduction of this 

name to their recollection.
For Akabaroos I can find no reprefentative : it may be fixed any 

where between Baroachc and Su rat; but as there is a filial! ibeam 
called Kim , by Orme, in the intermediate fpace, it is here that it 
fhouid be looked for, were there any thing to diretft our inquiries.
But this place was apparently ieidom frequented, and therefore it: is 
not to be cxpe&ed that much information ftiould be left us by a 

. merchant of Alexandria.
To return to K allien a, the laft name of the three mentioned. I 

join moll readily in opinion with thofe who have preceded me 
the inquiry; and consider the tablets difeovered at Tana in Sailer, 
as a moll valuable monument'3' for connecting the government at 
Tagara with the di ft rift on the coaft. It is foreign to this work to 
enter into the prefent ftate o f Bombay, under the power of the 
Engliih ; but as the firft fadory'of our countrymen was-eftablifhed 
at Surat, it is interefting to obferve how the acqmfition of Bombay 
has enabled them to extend their influence over Surat, Baroache, 
and Cam bay; to occupy the commerce of Guzerat, and to po fiefs 
the power of dominion in thofe marts, where the Romans enjoyed 
only the privileges o f merchants.

In the age of the Periplus, Kalliena was little frequented : in the 
jreign o f a former fovereign, ftylecl Saragan, it had been an eka- 
blifhed port of commerce;, but Sandanet’ his luccellor, admitted

,JI Thefc tablets, contrining a grant o f applied to a mart five Stations, or 1 ~o rnilts, 
land, have been mentioned before.) and if the below Subara. The fuoation is am,ls» 
manner of writing Tagara be literal, the evi- but whether it has an/ alluilon to the name 
denee is complete. of a rajah or fovereign, is wholly dubious.

A 1 l.d i ifii preferves the name of Saadan

none
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none of the veffels that came from E gyp t; and if any entered the 
harbour by accident, or ftrefs o f weather, he immediately put a guard 
on board, and compelled them to go to Barugaza. This circum- 
ftance, Lieut. Wilford obferves, favours ftrongly of an improper 

eondua in the traders, or might arife from the jealoufy of a native 
power. The Romans fhewed their influence, by eroding a temple 
to Auguflus at Muziris ; and if  we fuppofe an attempt of this kind 
made at Kalliena, it bears a refemblance to the encroachment of 
Europeans on the natives., as well as the intrufions of the Arabs and 
Mahomedans. I f  we could have connected thefe governors, or 

rajahs, of the coaft:, with Mambarus, the fovereign of Ariake, or 
fixed the refidence of Mambarus at Tagara, Plithana, or Hippo- 
coora, our picture would be complete; but on thele points the I e* •* 

riplus is Client.
The ports or marts in fueceflion 133 below Kalliena are

§fmulla, Manddgora, Palaipatmal, Melizeigara, Toparon of the- Buzaniians,
. Turannos-boas, the Illands Sefekreienai, the Ifland of the Aigidii, the 

' Ifland of the Kdineiai (in thefe places are the Pirates^; and, alter
thefe, LeuB, or the White Ifland.

H ow  this enumeration can hav milled thofe who have preceded 
me in the inquiry, I cannot fay ; but to my appreheniion we have 
the Pirate Coaft, between Bombay and Goa, as manifeftly delineated 
as we could require, and to that diftrid our attention mull be con­
fined. On the primary point, indeed, of a coaft infefted by pirates, 
there is little difference of opinion ; ftolem y and Pliny are both in 
harmony with the Periplus, and modern writers are generally agreed;

M e w  KotT&iivotv*

for ,

__
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for pirates there have been in all ages, as they are here defcribed, 
till the Severndroog o f Angria was taken by the Englilh in 1765.
But when w e have obtained the coaft, why any one fhould travel 
out of it to find modern names correipondent to thofe o f out 
author, is not eafily reconciled to the canons of geography. AU 

tiicle names are gi -en as what our fenmen would call country ports, 
frequented 04 only by the natives; and whether we can find reprt- 
i'entatives for them or not, is of no great importance, i f  we can 
mark the limits of the provinces; to effed which, the modern di- 

, vifiepa o f the country may be of great affi fiance. Orpve us has
obferved, that the Mahratta language is fpoken from Bardez, or 
Goa, to the T apti; and thefe very limits I would affign to the 

•  Ariake of the Periplus. It is well known, that the divifion o f pro­
vinces often furvives the revolutions of empire : the habits o f the 
natives, and the boundaries of nature, are not always lubjedt to the 

viciffitudes o f conqueft; and as the Tapti was the probable limit 
between the government o f Minnagar and that o f Mainbarus, on 
the north; fo on the fouth, there is a natural boundary between 
G oa and Canara j where we are alfo to look for the termination of 
Ariake, and the commencement of the Limurike o f the Periplus.

For the fnuation of the few correfpondent places, which I (hall 
propofe for the confideratiou of the reader, if the proofs fhould not 
amount to conviction, I fhall at haft do no violence to my author, 
or his text: I leave every thing free for difeuffion, as 1 find i t ; and 
even if my dedu&ions fhould be erroneous, they will affedt m y own

M iri it K » u !s ' / aM.» nm xi. meaning, illuft. rated by ijtjf Si tiStrut, which
Rendered b y  H u d fo n , Poft C a llie in m  alia immediately follows ; and alio by t t o w  trXem. 

fu n t to ;p ork  vernaenla, quibua regionis incolas P .  34. 

rantum  utuntur ; and I conclude it is the true M* H ilior. Fragm . p- 57-

arrangement

1 6 %' , F  ,: \
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arrangement only, and miflead no one who is difpofed to profecutc 

farther inquiries on the fubjed.
D ’Anville has transferred the four firft names of the catalogue 

from Ariake to Barugaza, or G uzerat; knowingly and defignedly ,3fl 
rejeding the order o f the journal, and placing Semulla at Sumnaut 
Pagoda, Mandagora at Manglierour, Palaipatmai at Patan, and By- 
zantian at Bifantagan; now, reckoning only from Bombay, this is a 
difplacement of an hundred and fifty miles; while Fra Paolino, who 
correds d’Anville, and contemns all writers who have not been in 
India, carries Mandagora to Mangalor in Canara, and Palaipatmai to 
Baleapatna near Tellicheri, and Kalliena to Calanapuri near Man- 
galoor. There is only feven hundred miles difference in the difpofal 
of thefe names refpedively ; and a work which can admit of this 
latitude of interpretation, is either not worthy of a comment, 01 the 
different commentators mud have preferred their own fyflems to all 

the evidence of their author.
To a common inquirer, the language of the Periplus is perfedly 

confident; and if a refemblance o f names has mifled men of luperior 
information, it ought to fet others more efpecially on their guard to 
follow the arrangement of the work which they have undertaken to 
explain, and not to ered fyflems of their own, which can be fup- 

ported only by a perveriion of the text.
The Pirate Coaft was not formerly, and is not now, fo totally 

inhofpitable as to exclude all intercourfe: the Portuguefe had fettle-

«M U ne f a t  point avoir dgard a ce qu’on Paolino allow Aigidii to be the Angedives?
lit enfuite comnie par forme de tranfitiott /*rri p- 101- > anc* ' ie ocs> 1 ie tv<'' a '  " m,
» . Antiq. de l ’ lndc. p. 101. fclfthe quelhon, whether tl.ofe ports are placed

m p. lo o . Upon the whole of this there to the north, or the fouth, o f Aigtdn, in the

is only one queilion to propofe: Does not Periplus ?

^ e meats
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meats, at Dansun and Baffeea, north o f Bombay, as well as at Ghoul 
and Dabul, to the fouth j and it is a conjecture highly probable, 
that the Zizerus of Pliny, and, the Meli-Zeigara o f the Peri pi u s, were 
at ‘J“Skkiee-Zyghur u% about an hundred and forty miles fouth of 
Bombay. Pliny $  informs us, that the fleet which left Egypt 
early” in July reached Okelis in thirty days ; and then employed 

forty more, in croffing the ocean with the monfoon to the fhores of 
India. T h e point where they left the coaft o f Arabia, was Syagrps, 
or Fartaque; and the port they directed their courfe to, was Zizerus.

1 la is had been the ulual. track, but was not a fafe one, becaufe of 

the pirates which infefted rhe coaft, and which made it neceffary for 
the fhips n c  to fail without a body of archers on board ; fpr this 

realon they had been latterly obliged to change their direction to 

Muziri*, though it was a more inconvenient place to receive their 
lading, and Bill not fafe from the attempts o f  the pirates in the 

neighbourhood. In the firft inftance, the pirates were on the coaft;

Major Reonell has a Se.,a(hygur below vagec. Orme fays, they were a bold, txro- 
j »t ia written Sudafli-gur in the Oriental cious race, and excelled all the Navigators o f 

Navigator, p. 3*0. It i. the fort o f Canv-r, India. Hift. Fragments, p. 81. But Cape 
and tote’ly diftinil from Siddee-Zyghur near Siddee is likewife written Cape Zeyd, and 
Rajapore, deferibed in the Oriental Navigator, C ape Z . Z ygh u r, however, may be a place 
p. 215 IM k fort-of Rcnnell’s is lituated or o f  modern date; I. can find no o th e r  proof 
a high point o f  land, and being remarkably o f  its antiquity than what is here given, and 

r C0? ?  Vl y wnfpicuoua at fea. If  therefore ptopofe the whole with great hefi.
! P“ ,nt had been laid . 0  be white tation— It is written Jaigur in M oore’ sN ar-
ml ead of the fort, Ilhould have concluded native, pp. 2 .9 . and Jaighur, b y  the fame

1 J‘ad. I3’1" ' the Leuke>ol' W h lK  lfiand, author. Gur, or g liu r, is a fo r t ; w hat is Z v  »
o f  the P e rs ia .. or J a i f  or Zeid ? °  Y

-■  Zyghur probably takes the addition of Lib vi c 2 a
Siddee from the Sid dees a mixed breed of •> Ante ortum cards. P lin y .-S a lm a li us 
Abyffimans, w t i v e , ,  and Caflres, eftabhlkd fays-, the Romsna reckoncd the rp th  o f July 
m Vrfiapoor, and mailers ot a fleet upon the as the rifir.g o f the D o g  Star. 118$. 
coatt, employed b y A.uruugzebe againlt Se- .

in
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in the fecond, in the neighbourhood. Thi3 exactly agrees with the 
Periplus, which places Muziris, not in Ariake, but L im un ke; and 
when we come to Muziris, we {hall find a farther correfpoudenee 

that appears conclufive.
I wifh to build no more on this conjefture than it will bear; but 

as I have found the utter impoffibility of affigning pofitions to the 
places named in the Periplus, and pretend to nothing more than 
prefcribing limits to the province, even a conjedure ol probability 
is worth fomething on a barren fubjed ; and to another, which mu lb 

follow it, I attach no greater importance.
Ptolemy has the Semulla, Balepatna, Byzantium, Mandagora, and 

Melizigeris ,4\ of the Periplus, all upon the Pirate C oaft; and on 
that coaft, therefore, they undoubtedly exifted, and not in Guzerat, 
where D ’Anville has placed them, or in Malabar, whither they are 
carried by Paolino. That good Carmelite informs us, that Bale­
patna 143 fignifies a great city; it is no great force, therefore, put 
upon this interpretation, to make it the great city, the capital, or the 
refidence o f a fovereign. And on this coaft we have two Rajapoors, 
meaning, literally, the City of the Rajah. The mod northerly ol 
thefe, called Dunda Rajapoor, does not difagree with the Balepatna 
of Ptolemy. The diftortion of his maps, however, does not allow 
us to fpeak with precifion on the fubjed ; but if his Semulla be St.
John’s Point (which it is more like than any thing elfe), his Bale-

,4' Melizigeris, in Ptolemy, is an ifland, the ordinary in their mifplacement on the coaft 
Meli-zeigara oT the Periplus on the continent, o f India. H is ./Egidium is carried down to 
and the Z izcris or Ziztrus o f Pliny is a river Ceylon.
and a port. T he iflands o f Ptolemy are in '4) So Belia-puttun, great pultun, town or 
fuch diforder on the coaft o f  Gadrofia, and in city. Moor’s Narrative of L ittle ’s Detach- 
the Red Sed, that there is nothing extra- ment, p.497.

3 e 2 patna
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patna lie* Tome what fliort of two degrees lower down than his 
Semulla, and Dunda Rajapoor lies nearly at the Fame diftance from 
.Sr. John’s. If I gain nothing by advancing thefe conje&ures, 1 at 
leaf! do no prejudice to my author j for his Palai-patmai is fubfe- 
cjuent to Kalliena, and his arrangement is not difordered by the 
prefent fuppofition.

But where there is fo little certainty attainable, it will be fome 
plcafure to reft at laft upon a point that prefents us fomething 
like truth. This, I am perfuaded, i have found in the iflands that 
terminate Ariake— the Concatn o f the moderns, the Kemkem of the 
Arabian geographers, and the Pirate Coaft o f all. I affume, then, 
the Sefekreienai of the Periplus for the Burnt Iflands, or Vingorla 
Rocks ol the Charts; and the two iflands oi the Aigidii and Kainitai, 
for Goa and Murmagon. Kainitai is faid to lie clofe to the Cher- 
foncle * and one only Cherfonefe I find on the whole coaft, which 
is Salcer, furroundcd almoft by the Sound o f Goa, and the River 
Nerengal, and fo confpicuous, that it may be confidered as a certain 
proof o f a pofition not to be relifted. It is true that the Angedives 
are not forty miles from Goa \  and the refemblance o f  Aigidii to 
Angedives, has induced a general belief that they are the fame j but 
the mention of two iflands diftin£Uy, and the vicinity o f the Cher~ 
foncle , preponderate again!! all fimilarity of names; and the 
boundary of the two provinces, which immediately enfues, added 
to the previous circumftances, makes the evidence complete.

T n,~!T r fonefe, but a promontory only. Should I be
l hc appearance of a Cherfonefe is not miftaken, it h  an error only of forty miles— 

fo roamfell in RenntU’s Map, as in that of moderate enough in companion of feven hun- 
Orme ; but the point off which the Angedives dred. 
lie, cannot in any fenfe be deemed a Cher-

The
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The Burnt1+8 Iflands, or Vingorla'47 Rocks, are a chiller not’45 
very well known, till lately, in lat. 15° 52' 30'. They lie fix or 

. feven miles off Ihore, on a tra& inhabited by a piratical tribe called 
Mulwaans, and are reckoned twenty’49 in number, feven of which 
are final! iflets, while many of the others are barely vifible at high 
water -t and there is a good channel between them and the main.
The bare mention of fuch a group in the plural, with their relative 
foliation in regard to the Iflands of the Aigidii and the Kainitai, 
feems to qualify them for the reprefentatives of the Burnt Iflands ; 
while the Pirates, in their vicinity, adds to the refemblance. Then 
diftance from Goa is little more than thirty miles, and no other 

Ifland intervenes.
It is only the two iflands of the Aigidii and the Kainitai that I 

affign to Goa; that is, Aigidii ,s° to Goa, and Kainitai to M ur-

M The text is . .  . . TVfccno; 0 * .  Zhcc 2**- gators, I have no means o f afeertaining ; but 
xi'lvcu * Syo> *, n m , i  rm l  as trivial a cireumftance as this may, feme

Kcannw n S »  X ^oW .,, « **  &  time or other, lead to the d.fcovery of truth.
W *  fei, n«f«TOi. K*1 fxcxi w  W K. The natives of the coall, no doubt, have a

It feems as manifeft here that >? rw»'Aiyiiw** name for them, the tit e we give t em is e 
and „* xSv Km s m *  are joined, as that Asm* is rived only from their vicinity to Vingorla, on 

• diltinguilhed feparately by/*st» TaaVtiv. D ’ An- the continent.
ville interprets ’AiytSi'w hircorum, and not with- '4‘ Rennell s Memoir, p. 31* 
out probability ; for goats were placed on un- ,'w In the Oriental Navigator, p. z 17. But 
inhabited iflands by ancient as well as modern there are feven principal rocks, or iflets, in C . 
navigators; but I have not found the dimi- H u d d a rt ’ s Chart, by Mr. Dalrymple. 1 here 
native A.y,Sfcv from Aif. Dive, an ifland, is are alfo plans of Vingorla and Sinderdroog, 
written by Cofmas, and A.yi,- or the refldence of the Mulwans or pirates of
AiyiSiW, would be literally Goat Ifland. Melundy, among Mr. Dalrymple’s drafts of.

'■ » Sefekreienai, as I" underfland from Mr. places on the coall of Malabar.
Hamilton, fignifies black rabbits. The caprice 150 Aigidii, or Aigidii,.com es fo near Ange-
fhewn by feamen in the names they affign dive, that it is aflumed by alnroft every writer 
to places, may excufe the introduction of on the fubjeCt; and it it had preceded the 
the term. Whether the iflets themfelves lie Cherfonefe, Jnftead of following it, would have 
crouching like thefe animals, or whether rab- been conclufive. But the point ofi which the 
bits have been depofited here like goats on Ange-dive. lies, would, I think, be called a. 
ether uninhabited fpots, for the ufe of navi- Cherfonefe by no ancient author.

magom
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magon; for Leuke, or the White Ifland, is feparated from them 
by the text, and I. have little hcfitation in carrying it to Angedive*
This difpofition would account for ail the illands upon this part of 
the eoall, and place them in a relative fituation perfe&iy confiflent 
with the Journal. Kainitai cannot be queftioned, if its vicinity to 
the Cherlbnefe be confidered; but the affurnption of Leuke for the 
Angedive 1 would leave to the determination o f a.ny Navigator ac­
quainted with the coaft, who could afcertain whether it has any 
appearance o f whitenefs ,5' to diflinguilh it from other Iflands.

The Angedives lignify five illands j and Ptolemy has a Heptanefia, 
or group of feven illands, intended to reprefent this duller, but fo 
rnifplaced, as not to admit of any conclufion from it. One of thefe 
only is inhabited arid fortifiedlJJ by the Portuguefe, who have a 
garrifon here compofed o f malefa&ors exiled from Goa; the others, 

whether more or lefs than the numbers which give it different 
names, are only ifiets or rocks. The paffage between the principal 
ill.md and the main is clear ; and this affords it a prominence, which 
jnay have entitled it to the notice o f the Periplus,

In the Sound ol Goa, there is one principal ifland on which the 
city itfell Hands, with others fo final!, that they are little noticed: 
all which had afforded a place of refuge for fuch Mahomedans as 
had been driven from the Hindoo ports or cities on the continent, 
before the arrival of the Portuguefe. Here the Mahomedans o f the 
peninfula collc&cd, who intended to embark for Judda, and perform 
their pilgrimage to Mecca. This alone was fufficient to make it a

's' I have myfelf found no white ifland with the part of the coaft where we now are. 
nearer than th. Sacrifice Rock near Calicut, C  ipt. H . Cornwall’s Remarks, p. 26. mention 
which is 270 miks from C. Rarnas. That this whitenefs, as I am informed, 
rock is white with the mute of birds, but it 15 Oriental Navigator, p. 221, I t  is a mile 
u  too diftaut to enter into any arrangement long, but not fo much broad.

port
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port of importance; and the more fo, as we may conclude that the 
Hindoos had no influence and no fhare in the government; for 
the Mahomedans had eftablifhed thernfelves here, as the fugitives 
on the coaft of the Hadriatick had done on the iflands which n^w 
compofe the city of Venice; and they feem, like them, to have 
formed a community, which was diftinguiflied by the name of.
Tricurii, or the Thirty Villages. The Portuguefe, from their hrfl 
arrival, had conceived a defign of occupying this pofition : they firft 
built a fo rt153 on Angedive, and in 1510 Goa itfelf was taken by 
Albuquerque ; it was recovered again by the Mahomedans the lame 
year, and finally retaken by Albuquerque in 1511. Under his 
aufpices, it became the head and centre of all the Portuguefe lettle- 
ments in India; and is ftiil in their pofieflion, after a period of three 
hundred years.

D’Anville is difpofed to place Goa at Nelkunda; that is, at the 
fouthern, inftead of the northern boundary of Limurike; but he is 
not latisfied with his own fuppofition, and abandons it. He fixes, 
likewife, Aigidii at the Angedives; to which Paolino aflents, with­
out reflecting that there mud be two iflands together, connected 
with a group preceding and a fingle ifland following, Thefe cir- 
cumftances cannot accord with the fyflem they have adopted ; but 
are perfectly confiflent with the Periplus, and the difpofition I have 
afl'umed. I have no prediledion to this arrangement, becaufe it is 
my ow n; but I have tried the Journal by the beft charts I have of 
the coaft, and can find no points, either to the north or to the fouth,

‘ which will correfpond; and therefore conclude, that by this every 
thing is done for obtaining the truth that the text will admit.

IS! Almeyda, according to D ’Anville (Antiq. de 1’ Inde, 110 ), laid the foundation of a fort.

But
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But the divifion o f the provinces remains (till to be confideicd ; 
and the termination of Concan is fixed by our charts at Cape Ramas, 
about Lwo-and-twenty miles fouth o f Goa ; near which is Carwar, 
once an Englifti fa&o-ry in the territories of the Soonda Rajah ; and 
the jurifdi&ion of this prince is faid by Capt. Hamilton to extend 
from Cape Ramas, about fifteen leagues along the coaft to Meerzee, 
or Meerzaw. This tra&, including the Angedive and the cape off 
which it lies, I fhould wifh to comprehend within the limits o f the 

■ ancient Ariake, and I think the modern boundaries favour the con- 
el u lion; for the kingdom of Canara. does not commence but at the 
termination “ * of Soonda; and though I cannot afeertain that the 
coaft, north o f Goa, called the Dekan, or fouth o f  it, called Soonda, 

are confidered as parts o f  Concan ; yet it is very clear, that the limit 
o> Soonda and Canara is at Meerzee. A t Meerzee, therefore, I affume 

the boundary between Ariake and Limurike, guided by the Leuke 
o f  the Periplus, as the laft place mentioned in Ariake, and by 
Naoora, as the firft place mentioned in Limurike. This aflumption, 
it correct, will reconcile the pofitions on the whole coaft, from Goa 

to Cape Comorin; and i f  erroneous, confines the error within the 
c hance between Murmagon and the Angedive: an error, at the 
utmoft, of forty miles ; moderate in cornparifon o f the difagree- 
ments between d’Anville and Paolino; and caufing no diforder in 
the arrangement of the provinces, but fuch as may be remedied bv 
the moft tranfient reference to the map.

1 he province of Ariake was under the government of Mambarus,

,s* See De la Roclsettc’s Map of Hindoltan, Fragments, p. 73. 
which agree* with C . Hamilton, and Hamilton ■ »» Rennell makes it fifty miles, D e  la Ro-

rcula,ned Ume at Carwar- See vol. i. chette thirty-five, and Orme the fame num-
2 j9 . Orme likewife fixes it at M trzeou, Hilt. her.

and
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and Limurike, which we now enter upon, was fubjed to Kcprobotas, 
comprehending the modern kingdom of Canara, and terminating on 
the fouth with the kingdom of Pandioq, which anlwers to the 
Malabar of the prefent day. The ports of this province will be 
treated of in their regular order; but before we deicend to 

' particulars, let us furvey thefe four divifions of the coart, as they 
ftand in the Periplus, correfponding with the prefent diftindions ol 
the provinces; let us add the poffibility of affigning the refpedive 
limits in both inftances, and then alk ourfelves, whether this is not 
a more rational way of interpreting our author, than by learching . 
for a refemblance of names, which has milled lo great a geographer 
as d’Anville ; and in which, if it were reafonable to indulge, many 
new fimilarities might be difcovered, that have no.t yen occurtcd to

any one that has profecuted the inquiry.
The province of Barugaza, anfwering to Guzerat, under the 

power of Minnagar, commencing at the Indus and terminating, at 
the Tapti, is the firft. The fecond is Ari.ake, fubjed to Mamharus; 
a fovereign whom we might compare to Sevagi, or a Mahratta power 
of the prefent day ; bordering north on Guzerat, and fouth on 
Canara; of the fame extent as the Pirate Coart, and dirtinguiflied 
at this day as fixing the fame boundary to the Mahratta language, 
as to the province, ancient and modern. Limurike is the third, 
with its northern confine at Cape Ramas, and its fouthern previous 
to Nelkunda; correfponding with Canara, which commences at the 
fame point” 4, and has its fouthern limit at Decla. And lallly, 
the kingdom of Pandion as a fourth divifion, equivalent to Ma­
labar Proper, fucceeded by Paralia and Comari, and terminating . 
with the Pearl Filhery and Ceylon. Let us, I fay, contemplate

■ «< Orme, Hill- Frag. p. 73.
3 f this
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this general pi&ure o f the whole coaft, from the Indus to the fouthem 
cape o f the peninfula; a fpace comprehending fourteen hundred 
miles, through the whole of which the ancient divisions are found 
confident with thole o f the prefent day ; and we cannot, under all 
thefe circumflunces, fail to acknowledge the information o f our au­
thor, and the importance of the work he has left for our inftru&ion.

After this comprehenfive view, the contention wide;-, may arife 
about the appropriation of individual names to particular ports, 
towns, or Rations, is a matter o f very inferior confideration : m y 
conjecture;, or a (lemons may be ditputed as well as thofe of others, 
who have trod ithe fame ground ; but till the great outline which I 
have traced can be obliterated, the fervi.ee rendered to the fcience 
muft be acknowledged.

Many of the gentlemen now in India are pofleffed o f minds illu­
minated by education, and ftiundated with a delire o f enlarging the 
bounds of fcience, or aflifting the inquiries o f literature : thefe, in 
their reipecl’wc fituations, muft have acquired a local knowledge, 
which cannot be obtained by thofe who draw their information from 
written evidence alone. To fuch men as thefe I have made a con- 
ftant appeal, and fubmit the deductions I have traced to their cor­
rection ; particular errors there may be, but by the general divifion 
of the provinces, I leave a guide to all that may be difpofed to 

iurthex thefe inquiries, and a rule for re&ifying every thing in which 
I may have been miftaken. Still the inveftigation fliould be made, 
not by thole, like Fra Paolino, who drew every thing to Malabar, 
becaufe he had re Tided thirteen years in the province, but by men 
of enlarged mind and general information, qualified, like Capt.
Wilford, with claflical learning, and a knowledge of the native lan­

guage ;
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guage; enabled to dire£t their view to ages paft as well as prefent; 
and pofleffed of comprehenfive faculties, which can embrace the 
general ftate of India, as well as the particular province in which 

'  they happen to have been employed. From men of this ftamp L
fhall experience every indulgence; and if they fliould acknowledge 
that light has been thrown upon one of the moll oblcure objects of 
inquiry left for .our difculhon by the ancients, I fhall reft fatisfied 

with the refult of my labours.

IX. l i m u r i k  E.

Flow  d’Anville could be perfuaded that this province was the 
reprefentative of Concan, is inexplicable; for Pliny, whom he 
chiefly follows, fays exprefsly, that Muziris was not on the Pirate 
Coaft, but in its neighbourhood on ly; and the Pirate Coaft is as 
clearly defined by all our ancient authorities, as by the modern 
accounts. Cape Ramas, as its northern boundary, and Nelkunda, 
in the territory of Pandxon, as its fouthern limit, mark the confines 
fo precifely confiftent with Canara, that we cannot be miftaken.
Thefe likewife are the limits of the language’'s at the pretent day, 
which is a diftina dialed from that of Malabar on the louth, or 
the Mahratta language on the north; and this is a charadcriftic 
lefs fluctuating than any divifion of the country that conqueft 

might produce.
The ancient kingdom of Canara embraced a large part of the 

peninfula, the capital of which was Bejapoor ,5J; but the modern

L a  lingua Canara, che corre nel regno of the dialers have no v and others no b ;
Canara dal x L t e d ’ Illyfino a Goa. Paolino, j  and z are hkew.fe perpetually u n ch an ged

^ 2  or confo«nded.

is6 Commonly written Viziapoor. Several
j  p 2 diftnet

( ■ $  * '  § L
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diftrid of that name was chiefly on the eoaft, with its capita! above 
the Ghauts, It was an independent ftate or kingdom, till it was 
reduced by Hyder Ali ia 1765; and it was at that time governed 
by a queen’” , who had driven out the rajah, a child of nine years 
old, in favour o f her brother. Under pretence o f aflifting the de­
prived rajah, Hyder entered-the country, laid liege to Bednoor and' 
took it, and, in a very fhort time after, fent the queen with her bro­
ther, and the young rajah, into confinement in one of his hill forts 
near Bangaloor. Bednoor, the capital, is rendered famous by the 
defeat and death of the unfortunate General Matthews in 1783 ; 
and was confidered by Tippoo Sultan as a fortrels of fufficient 
ftrength to confide to it a very large portion of his treafures. The 
conquelt of Canara gave Hyder and his fon a communication with 
the coali, and opened the way for farther incurfions to the fouth, 
which were profecuted to the deA'aftation of Calicut and Cochin, and 
directed again!! Travancoor, when they were fortunately checked 
by the afliftance of the Englifh. Tippoo Sultan had likewife the 
ambition to become a maritime power : he built a frigate, and fitted 
out . licet of the country velfels of war, with which he undertook 
an expedition to the Maldives, and added to his titles, that o f Lord 
of the Thoufand151 Iflands. Had he fucceeded in his defigns, he 
would have extended his dominions from Myfore to Cape Comorin, 
and extinguiihed the laft remains o f Hindoo government in the 
peninfula, except the Mahrattas.

This fhort recapitulation is not foreign to our ftib je fl; for though t 
w e hear much in hiftory of the mild and gentle fpirit o f the Hindoos,

It was regularly governed by a queen- '** T h e  natives ftyle their fovereign, King 
C. Hamilton s> Account of Eaft. Indies, vol, i. of 12,000 Iflands. Harris, vol. i. 677.
P- m> ;v ' ‘ •

*  they
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they were as much enamoured of conqueft as the Mahomedans ; 
and in the age of the Periplus, a king of Madura, (the fovereign of 
,59Pandi-Mandala, the Pandion of the ancients,) had extended his 
power from the caftern to the weftern fide of the peninfula, and was 
mafter of Malabar when the fleets from Egypt firft vifited the coaft,
The king160 of Limurike, and the king of the country fouth of that 
province, that is Pandion, are faid both to have their refidence in­
land by our author; and Pliny adds, that Pandion lived fa r  inland, 
at the city of Modufa, which Ptolemy calls Modoora, the metropolis 
of Pandion. The conjecture, perhaps, will not be admitted ; but it 
l'eems as if  the power of Pandion had been fuperfeded in Malabar, 
between the age of the Periplus and Ptolemy; for Ptolemy reckons 
Aii next to Limurike on the fouth, and takes no notice of Pandion 
till he is paft Cape Comorin, and comes actually to Madura, on the 
eaflern fide of the peninfula. Not that his eaft and weft are on the 
two faces of the angle, for they are on a lin e; but he is relatively 
right, though effentially miftaken.

In the limits of Limurike, Ptolemy is nearly in correfpondence 
with our author; for he commences with Tundis, omitting Naoora, 
and finilhes with Becare, which is clofe to Nelkunda, and Nelkunda 
in both is the firft port of Malabar. Ptolemy, indeed, preferves 
many names more161 than the Periplus; for he feems, upon all 
occafions, to infert every name he could collect, and the merchant

159 The natives, 1 am informed, ft ill dillin- prefent. C. Hamilton throughout confide n  
guifh' themfelvcs by the name o f Pandi or Caifira as the richeft country ot the coail ;
Pandoo. but plundered by the Mahrattas, Malabars,

- , l6i> The king o f Canara might live above and Arabs. Such a work as the Oiiental
the Ghauts, as well as the queen that Hyder Navigator mult notice every place ; a mer- 
dellroyed by the capture of Bednore. chant, only thofc where he tiaded. 1 his is

>«■  Many more appear in Capt Hamilton’s exaAly the difference between Ptolemy and. 
account than we have occafion to notice at the PeripHs.

fpecifies

■ 1 s )  . -
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Jpecifies thofe only that were frequented for the purpofes of com­
merce. He lias only three in this province— Naoora, Tundis, and 
Mooziris; all diftiadly marked as fubjed to Keprobotas, and in a 

, different diflrkT from Nelkunda, which was in the kingdom of 
Pandion.

It is remarkable, that not one of thefe three places is accompanied 
with any local cireumftances fufficient to determine their pofidon ; 
but Mooziris is five hundred ftadia fouth of Tundis, and Nelkunda 
at the fame diftance fouth from Mooziris. If therefore we could 

-fix Nelkunda, though in a different province '**, we ought to mea- 
fure back thefe twice five hundred ftadia, as the only means of 
direction that we poffefa.

The following arrangement, therefore, I offer, with all the diffi­
dence that the obfeurity of the Journal demands: I have perfuaded 
myfelf that it is correct; but I ftiould not be furprized if my de- 
dudtions ffiould appear inconcluftve to others. I have followed the 
only clew I could difeover; and if any one, who has paid attention 
to the fubjed, fhould find better ground to ftand on, I fhal! readily 
relinquilh my own, and yield to fuperior information.

For the pofition of Nelkunda, i am obliged to Major Rennell, 
who is the firft geographer, as far as I have learnt, who has fixed it 
at Nelifuram. That he is corred in this, I am perfuaded, admits 
not of preemptive proof only, but demonftration :

For we may firft obferve, that Nelifuram is not only a mart itfelf, 
but gives name to a diftrid. This diftrid is not in Canara, but

“ * Relliceram is in a different province, for p. 289. who makes Decully, or Dekla, the
the boundary wall is at D ekk. I)e la Ro. limit. ' '
ctKtte.— See alio Capt. Hamilton, yoL i,

Malabar:
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Malabar : the frontier of Malabar, the. boundary w all,fi which runs 
from the lea to the foot of the Ghauts, is at Dekly, or Detailly, 
immediately north of Nelifuram. This wall is ftiU v i bbl eand this 

' in a peculiar manner makes it correfpond with Nelkunda, which

was the firft port in the kingdom of Pandion.
2. A fecond proof may' be derived Irom the name itidf, a Inch 

Qnne writes Nellea-lcram. Nella, according to Paolino *"% figmUes 

rkc, and Ceram a country; and if NeUa-cevam be the country k of 
Nella, Nel-kuada muft be the fort o f Nella, refembiing Gol-conda, 
inna-conda, or 188 Cor.da-poor, on this identical coaft of Canam.

3. But the laft and beft teftimony is that of Major Pennell him- 
f e i r \  who mentions “  a large river, named Cangerecora, whofe 

courle is Tom the N. E. and which falls in about four miles to 
« the north of Mount Dilla ; previous to which its courle is parallel 
« to the fea-coaft for about eleven miles being  ̂ feparated only 
« by a Ipi  of land. The forts of Nelifuram, Ramdilly, and Matte- 
« loy, are fituated on this river, which is joined by feverai others 
« that defeend from the Ghaut mountains, which in this part ap- 
“  proach within twenty-two miles of the coaft. I cannot help cou-

4  Ormc. D ’ Anville, Antiq. de l’ Inde, instance, however, th-: etyn olop is not mine, 
p The coaft of Canara extend* to but deduced from a , Oriental t.rammanan,
?« Drclah. efcbt or nine leagues north of and I am only accountable for the deduft.on.
•• Dilly.”  P n o .  22J. Oriental Navigator. I ought tb add, that, according to h.s mode 

,H p _ , ?0 o f interpretation, Coonda-poor w identically

«> Batecola, between Onoor and Earccloor, Cattle ton. 
has the fame meaning. Bate or Pate rice-— "* Memoir, p. 28.
Colon country. Voffius ad Mel. lib iii. 7. ,M Cap:. Hamilton calls it a fi. c, deep n-
-  ■ « I have been treated with feverity by the ver, which keeps its courle am g ihore eiglit $
Ovientalifts for encroaching on their province; leagues, at a bow-fhot d.ftance. t di em- 
but in India, every name of a piacc is figni- bogues itfelf by the foot of Mount Belly, 
ficant; and perhaps in every other country, over rocks and fands, m a channel halt a ma^ue 
if  we could trace the language which firft broach '  V e h P -  290. 
afligned them their rcfpe&ive titles. In this , r  ,  .

B “  iidering
' . .  ‘ -> • k
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“  fidering this Ncli/unim, which is nutated twelve miles up the 
“  river, as the place meant by Nelcynda or Melcynda, by Pliny, and 

“  Ptolemy— a place vifiteil by the Egyptian and Roman Ihips.
Let us then obferve, that theNelkunda of the Peri pi us lies udlually 

the fame twelve miles up the river; and after this afk, whether all 
thefe 'circumftances can be accidental ? for if the correlpondence is 
evident, it is but reafonable to affuuu* this proof as a dcmonftration.

It is with the moll anxious folicitude that 1 have concentrated all 
thefe peculiarities to a point; becaufe I 111 all want all the authority 
of lb able a geographer, to fupport the conclufion 1 (hall draw front 
his prcmifes; and though he i’uppHes me with a balls, 1 am not 
certain that he will be pleated with the fuperftrubhirc I fliall raife 

bn his foundation ; for, grant that Nelkunda is Neli-ceram (which 
from every kind of evidence I am perfuaded that it is), and it 

will immediately follow, that Quoor “ % Barccloor, and Mangaloor, 
are the _ ■' ■ Afk ' J:

N A O O R A ,  TUNDIS, A N D  M O O Z I R I S ,  O F  T H E  P E R I P I . t T S .

Thefe are the only places mentioned in Li-nvurike; they are the 
principal places o f Canara to this day. Naoofa is the firft port of 
Liinurike, as On'oor is o f Canara; and M ooziris!7P fo piecifelv the

lad,
' ** T h e  I ngliili generally write and pro- antiquity o f the name, as far back as the fixth 

nounre Onore, Mangalore, &c. j but Paulino century, is ft ill more ' in ' our favour. See 
lays, vr bghifie* forgo, a town, and the Italian Cofnias in Thevenot, p. 3. & Nova Colledtio 
ur is 'hie Ijug'iln ocr. Pat runt, in fine. Mangaloor is pronounced

Cofmas inlimiis us, that Mni’.gnrutH Mungloot by the ttatii es, according to Cnpt.
[M angaloorJ was, in the fatli century, one M ior, Narrative, p, 471 . A  anil u are v.cr- 
of the principal port* fur the. exportation' of p'ctually interchanged in Pfcrfic and Arabic., 
pepper rl he mention o f this article is an 'sic- Pauiitio informs us, that Ivhmgul-ur flgnifit 
quifition of evidence j but the afeertaining the the Tow n ofTefoity, and Mangula-pud, as it

is

b t  • ■ A j ; ''f - . 'iyf'bih; ; 'A  v : .. ' •/ h :f
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laft, that we have been obliged to encroach upon the fucceeding 
province before we could difcover it. But the difcovery will be 
now complete ; for the Periplus places Mooziris fifty miles north of 
Nelkunda, Tundis fifty miles north of Mooziris, and, if we affume 
a third fifty north to Naoora, we have the whole three ports as pre- 
cifely as we can open the compaHes. I requeft the reader to refer 
this inquiry to the maps o f Rennell, de la Rochette, d’Anville, or 
any other rather than my own, to remove all fufpicion of accom­
modation, and to allure hirnfelf of the certainty, not upon my 
affertion, but his own convidion. It is true that I am direded to 
Onoor, in fome degree, by its fimilarity in found to Naoora, but 
much more ftrongly by confidering that Naoora is the firfl; port in 
Limurike, as Capt. Hamilton writes that “ Onoar i7‘ is the north- 
“  ernmoft port of Canara.”  And if thefe three ports are eftablilhed 

v by a reference to Nelkunda, fome credit is due to a difeuffion which 
afeertains the pofition of M oo ziris  ; a point on which all are at 
a lofs, and no two geographers’71 fully agreed.

There is a river at each of thefe ports, and in them the whole 
trade of the country has in all ages been carried on. The former 
wealth of the province is ftill evident, from the remains of tanks,

is fometimes called, the City of Felicity: Tippoo “  dominions: it has the conveniency o f a ri-
changed it to Jumul-abad, the Abode of Fie- “  ver, produced by three that come into it by
gance ; and if future writers -were to adopt the “  different ways, from the fouth, the eail, and 
laft change, Mangaloor might be hereafter as “  the north. . . thofe three rivers join about 
difficult to difcover in Jumul abad, as it has “  a mile from the fea, and at Mangulore 
hitherto been in Mooziris. « difembogue at one mouth." CaptT Ha.

Vol. i. p. 275. milton, vol. i. p. 582.
‘7‘  The relative importance of Mangaloor, Mooziris is fixed at Mirzcou by Rennell,

in modern times, qualifies it for Mooziris above at Vizindroog by d’ Anville, at Calicut by 
any other place in Canara. “  Mangalore is Hardou/n and Mercator, and left undetcr- 
“  the greateft mart for trade in all the Canara mined by Robertfon and Paolino.

3 0  pagodas,

( | | p £  ; 1 ;  \  ■ ' V B L
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pagodas, and public buildings, Rill exifting. O f Ntaooram, indeed, 
no particulars are mentioned except its name j but Tundis175 is faid 

to be a village in the kingdom of Keprobotas; Mooziris was under 
the fame Ibvereign; and here, it is added, that there was a great 
refort o f the native veflels from Ariake or Concan, as well as o f the 
G reek fleets frotn Egypt. Another particular recorded is [that the 
coaft was fo near a right line] that whether, you meafured the dif- 
tance between Tundis and Mooziris from river to river, or from 
the pafiage by fea, the diflance was equal. The fame circumftance 
is repeated in regard to the diflance from Mooziris to Nelkunda : it 
is five hundred fiadia, fays our author, or fifty miles, whether you 

meafure by land or fea, or b y  the fpace between the two rivers.

P lin y ” * does not mention a river at Mooziris, but obferves, that 
it was no defirable place o f trade, not only on account of the pirates 
in the neighbourhood, but becaufe the ihips rode at a diflance from 
the fhore in the open fea, and boats were employed for the con­
veyance of their lading, both on the delivery and the reception.
T h e merchants had therefore tried a more convenient port, called 
Nccanydon, where they obtained pepper from a diftrid  called Cot-

174 T h e  text ftands th u s: the road, and .Mooziris the mart, fifty mile*
Elr« *«i Tv’vJif to #(wto ifuripm up the flream. Plin. E xer. p. i i8y.  Moo*

AtluiftKr.;, mi! f»fT» TOiTtwi MtJ&j;..........0a<rAiiai 74'ris may eaiily He two mile* ftom the river.
• nv « pw TwA s Krirpo?o7« , . . . n 3b Mvfots This meafur T.ent by the rivers induces Pact- 
&**y***t (M» w.swriit • • • • iroT*- Hno to  carry theft; three ports to the inlets
fiot, «Mnj£w* f41* Jitt rS trom/x*i, *a. between Calicut and Cochin. This fuppo-
3ia 9aJw»tr<n){, frmaxoa-ttt;, isro S« ?u £,tc’• fition has foine weiglit,
T O p i] W  «vt»\ 1m« ,  -n D ’ Anville fixes T u n d is  at D u n d a -R a ja -

W here I infert Salmafius reads »p- poor in Concan.
and he has placed Tundis at the mouth T h e  text of Pliny is very corrupt. T h e

of the river of Mooziris j but where tan  vve expreflion is, genu's Necanydon, the country 
find a river navigable for fifty miles on this of the Neca nides; but the mtntion o f Becarc 
coaft ? which mud be the cafe if Tundis is with it proves it to be Nelkunda.

tona.

*
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tona. This is the pepper of Cottonara mentioned in the Periplus, 
and affigned by every writer to the province of Canara. There is, 
upon the whole, no effential difference in the two accounts, except 
the mention o f pirates by Pliny, not noticed in the Journal; but 
unlefs Hydras could be difcovered, we cannot afcertain their pofi- 
tion : it is fuppofed to be the Nitria o f Ptolemy, the laft place Upon 
his Pirate Coaft ; and though that is not near Mangaloor, doubtlefs 
the pirates roved on the coaft of Canara in former ages, as they do 
now, and pirates there have been at d’ llli and the Angedive, as well 

' as in Concan.
Mooziris is written Modiris, Moodiris, Moondiris, Zmiris, and 

Zymiris, by different authors, which might lead fome inquirer, on 
the fpot, to farther difcovery. Both the Periplus and Pliny certainly 
confider it as an inferior port to Nelkunda; for ho account of the 
imports pr exports is given here, but at Nelkunda a copious cata­
logue. That Mooziris continued a place of refort in later times, 
we may conclude from the Peutingerian Tables, which place there 
a temple of Auguftus, that is, of the emperor of Rom e; for at the 
date of the tables, in the time of Theodofius, every emperor was 
Auguftus; and that the Greeks or Romans fhould have a temple 
here, is no more extraordinary than that the Chriftians fhould have 
churches in Travancoor, or that the Arabs fhould have eftablifhed 
their fuperftition in Ceylon, which Pliny allures us was true.

Dodwell has built fome arguments on this circumftance, and on 
the names of the kings, which are the fame in Ptolemy, Pliny, and 
the Periplus, in order to bring down the date o f this work to the 
time of Commodus and Verus. But Paolino affords a folution of 

this difficulty, which is perfedly fatisfaftory if  his etymology be
3 g 2 true;

'  \  . ’ ]
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true ; for, he obferves that Keprobotas is written Celebothras and 
Cerobothrus; and he informs us that Ceram fignifies a country ,  
region, t»r province, and botti, a governor ;  f o  that Gerambotti is as 
manifeflly the head or fovereign of a province, as Ceram-perumal 
is king o f the country, compounded of Ceram, a country, perum 177 
great, and aal pcrfonage,  the great perfonage or fovereign of the king­
dom. And as Ceramperumal was the founder of the kingdom of 
Malabar in the year 907 ,7' of our era, there is much probability in 
this interpretation. It this etymology be admitted, it accounts for 
the name of Cerobothrus in Limurike, and that of Pandion in Ma­
labar, not ouly in the different ages of Pliny, Ptolemy, and our 
author, but for as long a period as thefe divifions of the country 
continued undifturbed ; for Madura Is ftill known in India as having 
the ancient title of Pandi Mandala, the kingdom o f Pandi, or the 
Pandoos; and I andavais the founder of the fovereignty, according 
to the Bramins. Pliny x‘9 therefore was miftaken, in affirming a 
general title lor a proper name, as well as Ptolemy, and the author 
of the Periplus.

X . KINGDOM OF P A N D I O N ,  o r  M A L A B A R .

1 HE native appellation of Malabar, we are informed by Paolino, 
xs Kerula Ragkm, the Kingdom of Kefula, or Malayalam, the 
Mountain Country, derived from the Ghauts which bound it inland, 
and are vifible from a great diftance at fea. He adds, that Malan-

';7 Governor Duncan join* in this interpre- There is another date 805. D'Anville, n v
* . " M 1 T"1 ) ^  v°l. v> It is a ' Regnabat ibi, cum hsec proderem, Ct'e-

curiou. and valuable paper. bothra.. Plin. « . 23.

gara
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gara is an Indian term corrupted into Malabar, and ought not to 

be deduced from the Arabic mala, a mountain, and bahr, a coaji. t 
It is not neceflary to affent to this; becaufe, when the Europeans 
firft vifited India, after the difcovery of Gama, they derived their 
information from the Arabs, and confequently adopted their terms.
At that time Calicut was the grand mart of the Oriental world; for 
here the trade from China and Malacca met the Arabs and Perfians, 
who brought the produce of their own countries, as well as feveral 
articles which they procured from Europe; and though fome 
Arabian veflels penetrated to Malacca, or even China, and fome 
Chinefe merchants, as it is faid, extended 180 their voyage to Arabia, 
or to Keifh and Shiraff, in the Gulph of Perfia, the general point 
of intercourfe was Calicut. When the Portugueze reached the 
eaftern coaft of Africa, they were direded neither to Surat or Ba- 
roache, but to this city ; and here they found the Arabs fettled in 
the country fo powerful and numerous, as to obftrud thcii com­
merce, and traverfe all the plans they had conceived. According 
to Barthema ,8‘, there were not lefs than fifteen thoufand of them 
fettled in this place only, befides numerous bodies of them on the 
coaft, in Ceylon, and in Coromandel.

The influence they had in the country may be calculated, not 
only from this inftance, but from the revenue their commercial 
tranfadions produced; from their readinefs to engage in all the 
fervices of war, policy, and government; from the fpirit of adven­
ture which appears in all their condud; and above all, from the

■ *> This opinion is founded on the report her is alfo very clear from M . Polo, and their 
of Renaudot’s Arabs, and will be confidered employments in trade and war. See L ib . iii. 
hereafter. Ceylon, and p. 54.

*“ The evidence for their power and num-
defire

191 ■ ‘ . . • x
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defire of extending their religion, as well as promoting their indi­
vidual intereft. The character under which Paolino defcribes them 
at the prefent hour, would probably have fuited them in every 
age :•— •“  They “ l are a robuft race, wearing* their beards long and 
“  their hair negleded ; their complexion is dark, and their cloth- 
“  ing ton lifts o f nothing more than a Hurt and trowl'ers of cotton.
“  T h ey are adtive and laborious; feldom appearing in the ftreets 
“  but in a body, and always armed. T h ey lleep in tents or booths,
“  drefs their vidluals in the open air, and work, during the night,
“  by the light o f the moon, T hey afiift one another in lading and 
“  unlading their lhips, and they drink plentifully of toddy and 
“  arrack. Upon receiving the lead: affront, the revenge is corn- 
“  mon to all." Their trade is fill! confiderable ,s both at Cochin 
and Calicut; for not left than an hundred flaps are employed in this 
trade, from Mafkat, Moka, and Judd a ; and the commodities they 
purchafe are o f a hetter quality ,a+ than thofe obtained by the E u­
ropeans ; becaufe the Europeans, either by. their power, or by con- 
tradt, have bound the native government to furnifh them with 
pepper and other articles at a regulated price,

T h e Cbinefe no longer frequented the port o f Calicut when the 
Portuguese arrived in India: they had been ill-treated by the 2a~ 
morin, probably at the inftigation of the Arabs, and for the fame 
reafon which excited their jealoufy o f the Europeans; and after a 
fruitlefs attempt to revenge themfelves, the Chincfe fhips came no 
longer to Malabar ,!,s but to Maliapatam only in Narfinga, on the 
coaft o f  Coromandel.

*** Paolino, p. 84. be, i f  they fail with the monfoon.
Paolino fays, they make two voyages in lSl C x far  Frederick in Hackluit, p. 22 j ,  

a year} but I do not underftand how this can 1,5 Barthetna in Grynseus & Ramufio.
N ow

• ' ' «. ' ' ’ ' ’ ' A.



__

lsi.
I N D I A .  4i i

Now this trade with the countries farther to the eaft, and the 
intereft which the Arabs had in the communication, is in full cor- 
refpondence with the account of Pliny '8(' in the firft century, with 
Ptolemy in the fecond, with that of Cofmas in the fixth, with the 
Journal of the Arabs (publifhed by Renaudot) in the ninth, with 
the experience of Marco Polo in the thirteenth, and with Nicola di 
Conti, fixty years previous to the arrival of the Portugueze in India.

It appears from Pliny, that the Arabs were fo numerous in Ceylon, 
as to have occupied the country below the Ghauts, like the modern 
Europeans; for their fuperftition had prevailed over that of the 
natives on the coaft. He adds, that the Seres1,7 were known in that 
ifland by means of the intercourfe which commerce produced; and 
that the father of the rajah who came upon an embaffy to Claudius, 
had been in their country. (Something like this will appear here­
after in the Periplus.) And that a regular communication was open 
between India and Malacca, there can be no doubt; becaufe Ptolemy 
has fixed a port on the coaft of Coromandel, from which the fleets 
failed which went to Chruse, or the Golden Cherfonefe. Here we 
may fix the limit of ancient geography; and whether we chufe to 
carry this trade to China, as fome have fuppofed from the name of 
Sinae Thinse, and Seres, or whether we fix it at the peninfula of Ma­
lacca, it is in effect the fame ; for in that peninfula there have been, in 
different ages, the kingdoms of Tonquin, Cochin China, Pegu, Siam, 
and Ava ; all partaking o f Chinefe manners, habits, and cuftoms, 
and all furnilhing, in fome degree, the commodities we now pro-

m Lib. vi. cap. 22. montes Emodos Seras quoqne ab ipfis afpief,
‘fJ Pliny fays, moreover, Seras ab ipfis notos etiam commercio ; meaning that the 

afpici; as if the coaft of the Seres were in Ceylonefe went by land into Tartary, and fo 
fight. But Salmafius propofes reading, ultra to China.

cure
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cure in China. How the report of thefe countries, indeterminate 

as it was, reached Greece lo early as the age of Kratoflhenes , is a 

great problem, not eafy to refoive ; but that in later times fame 

merchants bad been induced, by interefl or curiofitv, either to at­

tempt the voyage, or to tail on board the native thips, is highly 

probable. That all knowledge, however, beyond Ceylon was doubt­

ful and obfcure, is undeniable; for here the marvellous commences, 

which is conftantly the attendant upon ignorance ; and in whatever 

author it is found, we may be allured he has no certain information 

on which he can depend.
Within the limits of Ceylon all the general concerns of commerce 

were certainly confined, in the age when the Periplus was written; 

and whatever might be the extended attempts of the Arabs, ver y 

few of the veflels from Egypt ever reached that ifland. Nelkunda 

was the Calicut of their day ; and handing in the fame country, and 

affording the fame commodities, they procured here for the market 

of Alexandria the drugs, ipices, and other precious commodities, 

which have ever been in requeft throughout Europe.

At Nelkunda let us now paufe, written Melenda by Ptolemy, 

Melkunda by his commentators, Necanidon by Pliny, Neakyndon

by Hardouin, and Nincilda in the Peutingerian 1 aides. It is laid
to

*•' Jf Eratoflhenes derived all hi* know- conneaed *« h  a Sefareh d Zinge an the coaft 
ledge from Timoflhenes, as Marcian informs of Africa, and a Se arch el I li.ide m Ii.d.a. 
us; Timoflhenes, who was foil down the coaft W ould not, the fame (peculation diioover a 
o f  Africa by Philadelphus, mu ft have acquired Melinda on the coaft o f A ™ * *  and a Me’ 
his information either there or from Arabia, ldnda in Malabar ?
But the Ti.it.te are mentioned in Ariftotle’s ** I t  i» a very lingular circomitance, that 
Treatife de Mundo; and if that work he really the Peutingerian Tables fhould have the lame 
Ariftotle’s, it proves that the Golden Cher- names as the Periplus on this coaft, but re- 
fonefe had been heard o f in the time of Alex- verfe them ; for as they run Tundis, Muzirw, 
aiKjef. Nelkunda, in the Journal, they Hand Ncl-

D ’ Anville has found an Gphir in Arabia, kunda, Tyndis, and Mussirjs,.in the* I ablcs,
with

I °1 1
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to be the fame as Becare, by Pliny, and near Barake, or Ela-Barakc, 
by the Periplus. That is, Barake is a village at the mouth of the 
river, which, joined with Ela, cannot fail to remind us of Eli, as it 
is written by Marco P o lo ,SM, the d’ llli, or d’llla, of our modern 

charts. D ’llli is one o f the mod confpicuous points on the coaft, 
and, as far as I can difcover by the maps, the only remarkable 
mountain clofe to the fhore. This I had fuppofed to be called 

Mount Purrhus in the Journal; but if Purrhus is to be interpreted 
as a Greek term, it fignifies the Ruddy Mountain ‘5* j and I have 

fince learnt, that d’ llli has not this appearance, but that there are 
heights both to the north and fouth, which Hill bear the title of Red 
Cliffs, and which will be noticed in their proper place. The mouth 
o f the Nelifuram river, or Cangerecora, at Ramdilli, is placed by 
Rennell almoll clofe to the mountain; and " 3 Ram-d’ l l l i a g a i n  

contains the name of Ela, and is manifeftly the Ela-Barake of the 
Journal.

At Barake the veffels rode till their lading was brought down 
from Nelkunda. It feems by the text as if  the navigation of the 
river were fafe, and that the fhips went up to the city to deliver 
their cargo, and then came down to Barake to receive thei^ lading

w ith  B lin k a , a corrupt reading fo r the E lan k i have built a tem ple there, w ith o u t fom c fort 
o f  P to lem y, and C olch i S ind oru m , for th e o f  refidence in th e country.

K o lk h i o f  both . T h e re  is m ention likew ife 1,1 I t is  w ritten  E l i ,  and d ’ E li ,  in B ergeron ’ s 
of a temple o f  A u g u ttu s , o r  th e  Rom an em- tran flation; D e li,  in R am ufio. 

peror, and a la k e  at M u ziris. T h e fe  circum - 1,1 To Uvffw O?o;.
llances, h ow ever erroneotifly d a te d , dill tend **J Ram is a common ad ju n ct,' fign ifyin g 
to  prove the continuance o f  th is com m erce, > a s, R am -R ajah ,
from  the tim e o f  C laudios to  T h eo d o fiu s— a 154 D ’ llli  is th e orth ograp h y o f  Paolino^
fpacc o f  above three hundred years ; and a pro- D illa , o f  R e n n e ll;  D e li, D e h li,  and D elee, 
kability  that th e Rom an m erchants had fettled are found in different c h a rts ; and E l i ,  in  

-a fa f t  f r y  at M u ziris , as th ey  w ould  fcarcely M arco Polo.

3 H in
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in return j if fo, it is a preemption that they returned deeper laden- 
than they arrived, as moft veffels from Europe do at the prefent 
day. But there is fome confulion in the text, and one eoriuption 
at leaft: in modern'96 accounts, the river itfelf is deferihed as iuige 
and deep, but obftru&ed at its mouth by fhoais and fand-banks.
The approach to this coalt likewife is difcoverable, as well as that 
of Guzeraf, by the appearance of fnakes upon the furface ot the fea? 
which are black, ihorter than thofc before mentioned, more like fee* 
p ew s'9* about the head, and with eyes of the colour of blood. This 
is a circumftance confirmed by Paolino, who lived thirteen years in 
the country, and who accounts for it by fuppoling that they are 
waflied down by the rivers in the time of the rainy kafon.

The port of Barake, or Nelkunda, is much frequented on account 
o f the pepper and betel which may be procured there in great quan­

tities The principal Imports are,
Xpjfjtiutk 'TTXtTg’ct, -  - Great quantities of Ipecie.

Xp vfcXiS'cc, - - ~ I opazes.
'lpi«r«rpt5f uttxSz h 7roXvct - A  fmall alTortment ot p<ain Clothe 
noXv[Airct, - - - - Rich cloths, o f different colours l
E rfa , -  - Stibium for colouring the eyes.

K.epaXMov, - Corah
"YctXos’99 - - - W hite glafs.
X a W f, - Brafs.

W £ u a  S I  m m p b  «%p«iw ?*«■  m  *CXK. .. 3>*«»riAr« w  What
It does not appear what ought to be is the diftm&ion between o<P*r and ‘•f*#**! It 

fubftituted for oh/wra. feems here, crefted-
1,6 In Capt. Hamilton} and it is rem arkable ’*** tot oy*w to TrAnSo* rm arwifiws *»1 

thnt Marco Polo fays, the Ihips of M an gi tv itahnSafye.
(China) that came here, loaded in eight days, '» Rendered by Hud fen, Vitreous rude; 
or earlier, if they could, on account of the but ofyn', while, is added to it, to diftsnguidi 
danger of the anchorage. Lib. hi. c. z6. h front vitram. iu general, winch v as blue.

K«-<rr/rfpOf,

h H  . '
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Xacrcnrepo?, - Tin.
MoXuSJbff, - Lead.
OTvoq « ttoXuV, -  -  - A  fmalt quantity o f w in e403; but

as profitable as at Barugaza.

S a y ^ a ^ a e z v ,  -  - Cinnabar.
A p - Orpiment.
Eire? o<rog  xptcecrei roTs - . -  Corn, only for the ufe of the flap’s

7repl t o  v x v k \ 4 ? ‘ ovi  -  company. The merchants do
not fell it.

The Exports are,
neTTfipi’01 p i o v o y e v u g  b  i n  t o t t u  Pepper, in great quantity, whioli 

t k t o ) yewuf&evov101 t t o K o  k o u  grows only in this one place,
X e y o p i t v o v  K o T T o v c t p t z c v ,  - and which is .called the Pepper

of Cottonara.
MctpyupiTyg i x x v c g  k o . )  Six̂ opoĝ  Pearls, in quantity and quality

fuperior to others.
’ E  le tp u g , -  I v o r y .

’OS o v i t x .  Etjpoea, -  Fine filks.
N«p̂ oj 103 v  y x o r a v i n g  -  -  Gapanick fpikenard : it Is ufually

read Gangetick.
MaXaCxSpou, - Betel.

£?c t u v  e c u  T Q T T W , from the countries farther
to the eaft.

*» £.Ve» Si tos-Stov "oaov i, B»pi/y«*$u?. Hudfon procurable there, 
has omitted this. The meaning here given is *"* NxpSo; * yuromKi. There can be little 
■ conje&ural, doubt o f the corruption h ere; becaufe, at

361 Pepper, from the wealth it brings into p. ^6. the author himfclf writes layymxn 
the country, in Sanfcrit is called, the Splendour KifSoi, the fpikenard procured at the Ganges; 
of Citiet. Paolino, p. 356. and there it is fifll procurable from Thibet,

101 I think y m ip m  implies, the native according to Sir W m . Jones and D r. R ox- 
growth o f the country : it may fignify only, burgh. A fiatick Refcaicbes. ^

2 h 2 AiBtet
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Aj$*« Si»p«»% irotvTOiu, -. All forts o f transparent or precious.
ftones.

\» Diamonds.
4Td*nflog, - . * • • -  Jacinths. Amethyfts.
X£Xwnj404i;r£XfU(roi/ijr^ra^««*. Tortoife-fhell, from the Golden 

jj 7T£pl r«V ri;Vi#f Siptuo[uv*. Illancls.(or M aldives?); and an- 
rets 7rpoKti/j£tix£ ocvriji t%z other fort, which is taken in the 

* A ^ fa w , - - iljands which ,Lie off the coaft of
Lirmirike (the Lackdives).

The particulars of thefe pargoes fugged,fomc refledions of curio-.
Jfity;, for the bullion or fpecie employed in the purchafe o f the native 
commodities, ha9 formed a fubjed of complaint in all ages,vas if  
Europe were exhaufled of the precious metals, and all the riches of 
the world abforbed by Oriental commerce : the fad  is true, that this 
trade cannot be, carried on without bullion; for all the revenue?.,of 
the country, now in the hands, of the Ead India Company, are not 
fufEcient to cover the invedments annually made. Still Europe 
is not exhaufted, but increasing daily in wealth and power, com­
pared with the other quarters of the world, and never can be, till 
the induflry promoted by this commerce, and by. commerce in 
general, fhall be annihilated.

T,in- is another of the articles enumerated; and if we find “this 
produce o f Britain conveyed to Malabar in the earlieft period that 
hiftory can reach, we find the fpices of Malabar in Britain, in an 
age when the courfe o f th e  communication with India was pro­
bably as little knowp as the evidence of America. The venerable

Salmafius fiippofes Xfvatmrunt%i to refer, w  Ste Harris’ s pifeourfes on the Eatt. 
t© Khrusc, the Gulden Illand,,or ,Chcrfontfc, India Trade, voi. i, 
in Ava

Bcc’ .:...

1 - u  '■
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Bede™6, who died In the year 735, was pofiefTed of pepper, cinna- 
mon, and frankmcenfe. Did no one ever afk the queftion, how, 
in that age, thefe luxuries had been conveyed to Britain, or w eie

treafured in a cell at Weirmouth ?
But the particular moft worthy of remark, is the mention of fine 

frlks [ o & o v i a  Sijpma]'; for othonion is any web of a fine fabric, and as- 
applied to cotton fignifies muflin ; but its ufage in this paflage, 
joined with S e r i c o n ,  plainly indicates the manufaflure o f the Seres, 
which is filk. It is mentioned only at this port, and particularly 
diftinguifhed as not being a native commodity, but brought hither 
from the countries farther™7 to the eaft. This is a fufficient proof 
that Nelkunda was in that age, what Calicut was in later times—  
the centrical'mart between the countries eaft and well of Cape 
Comorin ; and we want no other evidence to prove, that the inter- 
courfe between India and the countries beyond the Bay of Bengal, 
was open in that age, and probably many ages prior, as well as in 

the time of Ptolemy. That the fleets which went to Chruse, or the 
Golden Cherfonefe, would find the fiiks of China in that market, is 
readily admitted; but that the Seres were ftill farther eaft, is mam- 
feft, from the map of Ptolemy, as well as from Pliny, who calls’ 
them the moft eaftern nation of the world. Now that the ancients 
always meant China Proper by the term Seres, however obfeure 

/ their notions of it were, feems to admit of proof. Silk came into
the Roman world ufually by the route of Tart ary, the Cafpian, and 
the Euxine fea ; and when Juftinian procured the filk-worm, he pro­
cured it by this northern channel. This communication however,-,

** B ed* Opera, p. 79-3. Appendix, and began to reign in S72- , ,
P. 808- A lfred, who is faid to have f« *  «
Sighelm, bifliop of Shirboume, to Malabar, ^
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on the north, could not be opened with the nations of the Golden 
Cherlbnefe, with Ava, Pegu, or Siam, but is exprefsiy marked as 
formed immediately with the Seres tbemfelves. The point fixed 
for the meeting of the traders from the weft with thofe of the Seres, 
was in Tartarv, and farther to the ,r'6north-eaft than the fources of 
the Ganges ; and this point, fix it where we pleafe, is perfectly in 
correfpondence with the Kiachta of our own days, where the com­
modities of the Chine ft; and Ruffian empires are exchanged. The 
jealoufy of the Seres in regard to ftrattgers, remarked by Pliny I0ft 
is perfectly charsufleriftic of the Chinefe in all ages; and whether 
the communication took place near the Chinefe frontier, or in any 
place nearer to the weft, it equally proves that there were Seres on 
the north, as well as the fouth ; and that there was one communi­
cation opened by the intervention of Tartary, and another by fea, 
through the means of the nations in the Golden Cherfonefe. W e 
fit all find fome intimation of this commerce on the north (wild and 
fabulous as the account is) at the conclufion of the Periplus, and in 
the catalogue of articles now under confideration, the communication 
by fea is equally manifeil. Whether this intercourfe by fea was 
dired, or only by the intervention of the nations of the Cherfonefe, 
is another queftion ; hut on this fubjedt more will be laid in its 
proper place. It feems natural, however, to fuppofe, that there 
always was a Malacca, or fome port that reprefented it, where 
the trade from China met the merchants from India; as the com­
merce of India met the traders of Arabia and Perfia at Calicut, 
or fome port on the coaft of Malabar. In this Rate of things,

’ * Ptolem y, VTIth T ab le  o f  A lla. nication by lan d; in the fecond, it is from
Pliny mentions this tw ic e ; lib. vi. c. 17. the information o f a native o f  Ceylon, 

and cap. Zj j .  In the firft, it is the com nu-

f o the
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the Portuguefe found the commerce of the Oriental world ; and 

in a Hate very fimilar, it feems to have exifled in the age of the 

Peri pi us. This affords us a rational account of the introdudion 
of filk t‘° into Europe, both by land and fea ; and thus by tracing 
the commodities appropriate to particular nations, 01 climates, w f  
obtain a clue to guide us through the intricacies o f the obfcureft

ages.
One circumfiance refpeding the Malabathrum, which I have 

fuppofed to be the Betel, remains ftill to be confidered : it is faid to 
be brought here from the countries farther eafl, and not to be a 
native commodity. Pepper, and pearls, and ivory, and fpikenard , 

are likewife faid to iU be brought here, as well as f ilk ; all which 
contribute to prove this port to be the reprefenti\tive of Calicut in 
that day, and Pandion to have enjoyed all the revenues arifmgfronv 
the commerce of India and Europe. Could it then be proved that 
the hundred and twenty drips which Strabo faw * at Berenike, 
actually reached India by a coafting voyage before the tnonfoon was 
difcovered, we can fee a reciprocity of interefls, which'might very 
eafily induce Pandion to fend an embaffy to Augullus. Another 
Indian embaffy is faid, by Strabo, to have been fent to the fame 
emperor by Porus; and this Porus is fuppofed, in Indian hiftory, 
to be the fovereign of Agimere— the Rana, or principal oi the Raj-

110 Silk wes not a native commodity or ma- Frederick, p. 1707. Pure has, vol. iii. a fruit 
nufafture of India in the 16th century ; it ftill the bignefs of a nutmeg, which they eat with 
came from China. Caef. Frederick, Purchas, the leaf, called Betle And hint o f oylter- 
'rol. ill. p. 1708. fhellsj pepper, cardomum, and ginger, are alfo

2,1 ’Ex 7uv icu tiirui. Again, I have no mentioned. Within land is the Kingdom ol 
doubt but that the’ fenfe here given is the Pepper, 
right one. J1J

212 T h e Areka nut is mentioned as an ex- 2,4 Strabo, lib. xv. p, 6S6. 
port at Cananoor, the next port by Caef.

pout

' 6oi x  ' • •
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,-pout *’* rajahs. Now, werq it pofltble to conned! his intefefts with 

fhofe of Guzerat, we might prove, that the trade carried on at 
Barug-iza and Nelkunda was of fuch importance, as to make an in- 
tercourfe neceffury between thefe two Indian potentates and the 
emperor of Rome. If an Indian hiftory of thefe early times fhould 
ever be obtained that poffeffed a degree of confidence or probability, 
fome light might be thrown on this fubjedt; at prefent it is mere 

conjecture and speculation.

I cannot quit the contemplation of this catalogue, however, with- 
tout adverting to the laft article on the lift, which is the tortoife-fhell 
•procured from the Golden Ifles, and the idles that lie off the coaft of 
f  itmurike. The hr ft, i f  not the Maldives, are Khruse; but the 
latter are the Lackdives: both are ftill famous for producing' the 
heft tortoife-fhell, and particularly the black fort the lined: in 
the world, which is found only here, or at the Philippines, and 
obtains an higher price than any that is procured elfewhere. But 
i f  the Maldives are dubious, the Lackdives do actually lie off the 
coaft of Canara or Lim urike; for though the bulk o f them is to 

the fouthward, the*17 northernmoft of the group is nearly in the 
latitude of Mangaloor; and the market where the tortoife-ftiell was 
procured, was Nelkunda. This one circumftance might have con­
vinced d’Anville, if he had attended to it, that Limurike muft 
be Canara, and could not correfpond with Concan ; for there are 
no ifiands on that coaft, where any quantity o f  tortoife-fheli could 
be obtained, fufticient to be confidered as an article o f general 
commerce.

1,1 Renneli’s Mem. laft cd. p. *30. 3”  Sec Rennell’s corrected Map, and d’A ji-
uS Harris, vol. -i. p. .7 r<5. Puixhas, vol. iii. ville’a.

*$66.
This
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This extent and value of the cargoes at Nelkunda, either carried 
out or brought home, is of greater amount than we have found at 
any other port, and more circumftantial than at any other except 
Barugaza. This appears correfpondent to the courfe of the trade 
at prefent, but ftill more to the early commerce of the Englifli, when 
their original factories were at Surat and rellicheri. At Surat they 
obtained muflins, chintz, and cottons ; and at Tellicheri, pepper and 
cardamums: for though the Portuguei’e multiplied their forts and 
lettlements, the different productions of the north and iouth, on 
this weftern coaft of the peninfula, were obtainable with fufficient 
facility at thefe two points. In conformity with this fyftem we 
find, that throughout the whole which the Periplus mentions of 
India, we have a catalogue of the imports and exports only at 

‘ the two ports of Barugaza and Nelkunda, and there feems to be a 
diftinCtion fixed between the articles appropriate to each. Line 
muflins, and ordinary cottons, are the principal commodities of 
the firft; tortoife-fliell, pearls, precious (tones, filks, and above all, 
pepper118, feem to have been procurable only at the latter. This 
pepper is faid to be brought to this port from Cottonara, generally 
fuppofed to be the province of Canara1'3, in the neighbourhood 
of Nelkunda, and famous110 to this hour for producing the bed 
pepper1”  in the world, except that of Sumatra.

The
»'* The long pepper mentioned at Barugaza ,J1 A 1 Edriffi mentions pepper as growing 

is an ordinary and inferior fpice, more hot and only in Culam-meli (an ifiand below Subara), 
pungent, with lefs flavour. and at Candaria, and Gerabtan. What Gerab-

“9 Eli, Deli, or d’Uli, was the port fre- tan is,I know not; but Candaria may mean the 
^uented by the Chinefe for pepper in M. kingdom of Canara, p. 6 1 .;  becaufe he fays 
Polo’s time. Lib. iii. c. 26. afterwards, it is near the mouth of a river in

Ji° In the Sunda Rajah’s country, adjoin- Manibar— Malabar, p. 65.; but it is not pre- 
ing to Canara, is the heft pepper in India, cife. A 1 Edrifli derives this from the Arabs 

’ Capt. Hamilton’ s Acc. of E . India, vol. iii. o f Renaudot, p. 9. p. 16. where it is written 
p, 260. Kaucam-mali, and Kamkamj die fame as

3 1 Kemkem,
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The pre-eminence of thefe two ports will account for the little 
which is fa id of the others by the audio., and why he has left us 
fo few characters by -which we may dUlingmili one ft om another, 
fo as to aflign them proper po fit ions on the coaft. They feem to 
have been little vifited for the purpofes of commerce; and if they 
were toadied at only from neceffity, the ftay there was fhort, and 
the obfervations tranfient; but the diftin&ion of the provinces is 
dear, and if it has been found poffible to give thefe from the tefli- 
many of our author, with fo much preciiion as to prevent future 
deception, we {halt not hereafter fee the fame place affigned to 
Oir/.crat by one author, and to Malabar by another; one of whom 
muft be in an error of feven hundred miles. In limiting the pro­
vinces, and marking a few of the principal marts, all has been done 
that could be expected by thole who are acquainted with the work; 
and if conjecture has never been retorted to, but where proof was 
unattainable, blame ought not io attach, becaufe the difeuffiort of 
impoffibilides has been declined. I have faid that it was • dubious 
whether the author himfelf had ever been farther than Barugaza; 
but fo many corroborating circttmfiances have come out in tracing 
the account of Nelkunda, that I would now rather fix tae limit of 
his voyage at this port. Farther than Gevlon he certainly was n o t;

, and whether the fleets from Egypt ever reached that iflafld previous
to the embafly from the king of that country to Claudius, is Mghly 

■ problematical, individuals peflibly might have been there upon an 
adventure, but the amplifications o f Pliny and Ptolemy roaniteftly

Kemkcm, or Concam; and Kaucarn-raali w is ftiJl a port of Travancorc, where peppu i»
, therefore Concaa of Mnla-bw, adopting Ma- obtained. His ftyUng this an iftand, is con-

labar for the whole ceaii, as is ftill in ufage. filtent with the ufage of Arabian wntei*.-—
But if Al Edrilfi has not copied from others, M. Polo mentions Coolant, or Covalam, with 
Culaia-Biali is Couiui of Malabar j and Coulan the fame pre-eminence. See infta.

befpeak

t
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befpeak an ignorance of the truth in their age; and if the voyage 
was not regularly performed, the knowledge of individuals was 

either not reported, or not believed.

XI. H I P P A L U S  and the M O N S O O N .

T here is an additional reafon for believing that the regular courfe 
of trade terminated at Nelkunda, which is, the introdudion of the 
difcovery of the monfoon by Hippalus at this place. And lor this 
place I have referved the difcuflion of that fubjed, becaufe, though 
I fhall continue my inquiries as far as Ceylon, I am perfuaded that 
the author of the Periplus went no farther than this port.

The hiftory of this I fhall give as nearly as poffible in the words

of the author:
« The whole navigation, fuch as it has been defcribed from 

« Aden1”  and Kane [to the ports o f India], was performed formerly 
“  in fmall veffels, by adhering to the fhore, and following the in- 
« dentures of the coaft; but Hippalus was the pilot who firfl; difco- 
“  vered the dired courfe acrofs the ocean, by obfeiving the pofition 
«* of the ports, and the general appearance of the fea ; for at the 
“  feafon when the annual winds, peculiar to our climate 4, fettle

“  in
** «* Arabia Felix. and by being joined with the Etefians

:!J j  j  a ' '  that blow [wap’ r'fj.ii] in our country, all ara-
-A J s  ’w i MtxSr lx r3 ’nx!«*S CxrArw rS, biguity is removed. I  will not vouch for the 
x«U, T& W w ,  b r» lA x v  ne- Greek of our author, in the ufage o f fix,,,5,

\dyit i u L w i  <?>**»"«*. becaufe I think Ins language frequently in-
Some doubt will remain whether this paf- con-eft, or his text corrupt ; but the general 

fage is accurately rendered ; for the antecedent fenfe of the paffage 1. fuffic.ently clear. The 
t o V  3 is not clear; and the term W *  may Etefrnn winds blow during the fummer months 
be thought improperly applied to the Med,- in E gyp t; and the fouth-wefterly montron, 
t e r r a in ;  but it feems ufed in oppofition to in the Indian Ocean, w in »> full v.gour d..r-

3 I a >ng
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“  in the north, and blow for a continuance upon our coaft from 
“ the Mediterranean ■> in the Indian Ocean the wind is conftantly 
“ to the fouth-weft; and this wind has in thofe leas obtained the 
“  name of Hippalns, from the pilot who ftrft attempted the paffage 
“  by means of it to the Eaft.

*» From the period of that difcovery to the prelent time, veflels.
“  bound to India take their departure, either from Kane on the 
“  Arabian, or from Cape Aromata [Gardefan] on the. African fide*. 
iC From thefe points they ftretch out into the open lea at once,
H leaving all the windings of the gulphs and bays at a diftance, and 
“  make dire&ly for their fcveral deftinations. on the coad of India,
“  Thofe “ s that are intended for Limurike waiting fome time 
“  before they Tdl; but thofe that are deftined for Barugiza or 
“  Scindi, fcldom more than three days.”

'Phis account naturally excites a curiofity in the mind to inquire, 
how it rtiould happen, that the Monfoons lhould have been noticed 
by Nearelius, and that from the time of his voyage, for three hun-

ing June, July, Auguft, and September. I f  how to underOand Six fas i(fakt fa t is dubious, 
then we fuppole the author to be a native, or — Hudfon renders it, ex regione excelfi per 
a refident at Alexandria, the EteJians wxf’ terrain externam fupradidlos fuvus preeterve- 
nui't, reprefent the efled of them where we huntur; where, per terrain externam is quite as 
live, and vameuk Qvcwn’t, the blowing of the unintelligible as Sfa fat Ij-vStv fae, and e».regione 
winds which w e  lqcally experience. I render txcelji certainly does not exprefs the meaning 
ii f  « from the time or feafon, common both -of the author.
to the Etclians and Monfoons ; and Id o  not TpJtnaifwrK, if it be not a corruption,
join Qtuitrtu to vyocvK>i*a£tc-8M, with Salmalius, has no fenfe in the lexicons which can apply 
though i  fuppofe that a connecting particle is to this paffage-. The meaning by the con- 

» wanting. See Plin, Exercit. 1 186. text is plain ; but how to elicitc it from this
*’5 Kcti ri Xoivrw rafimipspo* vfat i$tw. S* word, I know not. Hudlon has very wifely

tSi xn *s  i  ioA#J Jti *5{ yit 'rcspairAiWi fas omitted it.
iiiifartif. A  learned friend renders Tpae ŝX/fomt, with

The general fenfe of this paffage is clear; their headt to the fea ; ready to fail, but not 
for and fp’ i^S;, are ufed by this failing,
author to exprefs failing iu the open fea; but

dred
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tired years, no one {hould have attempted a dired courfe, till Hip- 
palus ventured to commit himfelf to the ocean. It has been fuffi- 
ciently proved, that a communication was open between India and 
Arabia previous to the age of Alexander; and it is impoflible to 
conceive, that thofe who lived either in India or Arabia, {hould not 
have obferved the regular change of fealbns and of winds, which 
recurred every year, and of which, if they were mariners, they 
could not fail to have taken advantage, every voyage they per­
formed. It is likewife certain, that veffels frequenting either coaft 
would accidentally be caught by either monfoon, and driven acrols 
the open fea to the oppolite Ihore, if they happened to be a few 
days too early, or too late, in the feafon, for the voyage in which 
they were engaged. That this had happened, and that thexe was a 
dired pafiage by the monfoons in ufe between the opposite conti- , 
nents before the Greeks adopted it, has already been noticed from 
the Periplus, and fully proved. But in almofl all difeoveries, the 
previous obftacle is minute, and the removal of it accidental: thus 
it is, we may fuppofe, that the few velTels which did find their way 
to India from the ports of Egypt by adhering to the coaft, from the 
beginning, failed with the monfoon, both outward and homeward 
bound ; but Hill followed the track which had been pointed out by 
Nearchus; and it was neceftary for an Hippalus to arife, before it 
{hould be known, that the winds were as regular and determinate 
in the open fea, as upon the coaft. The Periplfts affigns the merit 
of the dilcovery to the obfervation of Hippalus himfelf; but there 
is nothing unreasonable in fuppofing, that if he frequented thefe 
feas as a pilot or a merchant, he had met with Indian or Arabian
traders, who made their Voyages in a more compendious manner

than
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than the G reeks; and that he collected information from them, 
which he had both the prudence and courage to adopt. Columbus 
owed much to his own nautical experience and fortitude j hut he 
was not without obligations to the Porttiguefe alfo, who had been 
rcfolving the great problems in the art o f navigation, for almofl a 
century previous to his expedition.

But the difcovery of the monfoon once made, could never after­
wards be neglected; and the ufe made o f it by the fleets from Egypt 
is fully detailed, and much in the fame manner by Pliny and the 
Periplus. The courfe o f the trade from Alexandria to Berenikd, and 
the progrefs o f the voyage from Beremkd to Okelis and Kane, have 

already been fbfficiently defcribed 117; but there are fome farther cir- 
cumftances connected with this, which cannot be fuppreffed without 
prejudice to the objefl: in view. For Okelis is mentioned by both 
authors n“ as the better port to remain a t ; which is evidently con- 

liftent, becaufe it is iheltered from the adverfe11* monfoon ; and the 
paflage of thirty days to Okelis, and forty to the coaft o f India, is a 
proportion fo ftriking, that it could be derived from no other fource 
but evidence o f the raoft authentic nature. For the firft diftance is 
only about four hundred and eighty miles, and the fecond near 
nineteen hundred, and yet that there Ihould be only ten days dif­
ference in the longer part o f the voyage, is peculiarly appropriate 
to the two different leas in which the navigation was to be per-

al? P. ,70. et Ftq. made him remove the trade about 15 leagues
'■8 Plin. lib. vi. c. 23. within its mouth, to a fi [King-town called
"* The Immaura finding Aden to He in- Mocha. Capt. Hamilton’s Acc. of the E. 

convenient for the trade of the Red Sea, be- Indies, vot, i. p. 19. That is, it is fafer riding 
caufe of the freftr winds ufually blowing at its vrithin the flralts than without, 
mouth in both eafterly and vnfttrfjr monfoons,

formed.
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formed. The veflels deftined for India left Berenike about the 
middle of July, or earlier, if they were to go farther than Barugaza.
The paflage down the gulph was tedious; for though the wind was 
favourable, the flioals, iflands, and rocks, in their courfe, required 
caution, and compelled them to anchor every night; but when the 
ftraits were paffed, and a veffel was once within the influence of the 
monfoon, ihe had nothing to impede her courfe from Babel-mandeb 
to G uzerat; confequently, forty days allotted to her paffage is neither 
difproportionate to her courfe down the Red Sea, nor too fhort a 
fpace for performing a voyage of nineteen hundred miles to Inc ia, 
notwithftanding the fame run at prefent feldom exceeds hftcen.
It feems at flrft fight a contradidion, that veflels which were to 
have the longer voyage to Malabar, ftiould remain longer at Okelis 
than thofe which were deftined only for Scindn or G uzerat; but 
this likewife depends upon a circumftance peculiar to the monfoon 
upon the toaft of India, which appears never to have been noticed 
by thofe who have undertaken to comment on the Periplus. ^

It is fufliciently known, that the commencement and termination 
of the two different monfoons are fubjed to conftderable fluduation; 
fo that though we fay thefe winds are alternate, fix months each 
way we ought to fubftrad one month from the beginning and 

' ending o f each, which are not only fluctuating, but tempeftuous.
If then we examine the fouth-wefterly or fummer monfoon131 m 

this refped, and confider M ay as the month in which it commences,

-  Nineteen hundred ~  . 2

™ 5®  .be G „ k ,  Sec ...» A „ b .  of
ftadia, or fifty-m iles; and the courfe of a This run (hould properly be taken at Gnr-

^ b l e  : fo that they muft m tins defan Oriental
paffage have failed with great caution. But \  1 1,e wtlole 01 
^  Arabs, in the ninth century, employed Navigator, p. 2U .
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it is not finally fettled till the beginning of June, a little earlier or 
later, according to the full or change of the moon lJ* j and ftill it is 
to be obfervedj that during June and July “  the weather is fo bad, 
“  that navigation is in fome degree impradicable.” In Augnft it is 
more moderate, and in September the weather is ftill fairer; and 
though there may be an apprehenfion of ftorms, “  you have often 
“  fair weather for fevejral days together,”  which continues, though 
liable to the fame interruptions, till the middle of October.

This is the peculiar circumftance appropriate to the navigation of 
the ancients; for if  we fuppofe a vefl'el. to leave Berenike on the 
loth of July, and to arrive at Okelis the 9th of Auguft; after con­
tinuing there a week, ten days, or a fortnight, fhe will reach Muzxris 
or Nelkunda, at lateft, on the x ft o f October; that is, at the very 
time when fixe has reafon to exped the beft weather of the feafon.

There is another Angularity applicable to thofe veflels which are 
deftined for Scindi and Barugaza, and which flay only three days at 
Okelis or Gape Gardefan j this is, that the fouth-wefl: monfoon fets 
in ** earlier to the northward of Surat,”  than on the coaft to the 
fouthward. Whether this circumftance is connected with their 
voyage, we have no data to determine; but if  the monfoon com­
mences here earlier, it is confequently fettled earlier than in Ma­

labar.
After thus conduding our fleet to the fhores of India, it remains 

next to confider their voyage homeward-bound. And here we are 
informed by Pliny ” J, that they continued on the coaft from the . 
latter end of September, or beginning of Odober, to the early part

*»« T h e firft new moon in September is called St. Anthony’s Moon, and confidered as the 
commencement of the N .E- tnonioon.— C. Hamilton, vol. i. p. 355.

,3J L ib . vi. c. 23.
Of
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of Tybi, or December. This allows two months, at leaft, for the 
difpofal of their cargo, and taking in their lading in exchange. But 
the lateft time of leaving the coaft is within the firft fix days of 
M achiris; that is, before the ides o f January, or the 13th o f that 
month. Now it is very remarkable, that the original order for 
the fleets of Portugal was fubjed to the fame regulation; for if  they 

did not fail before the 8th *u of December, they were detained till 
the firft week o f the fucceeding month. The reafon for this, though 
not mentioned, is doubtlefs the change of the moon in both in- 
ftances, at which time there are ufually fome ftronger gales; and 
in this we have one more evidence o f the fame operations of nature 
producing the fame effe&s in all ages.

Pliny ftyles the fouth-weft monfoon, Favonius (which the Peri- 
plus calls Libo-Notus), and the north-eaft, Vulturnus; about which 
there is much learned difquifition in Salmafius. But we are now 
too well acquainted with thefeTeas, to have a doubt remaining on 
the winds that were intended; and we conclude, that as the fame 
caufes have operated in all ages, they blew two thoufand years ago 
as they blow at the prefent day. Not that they are fixed to a Angle 
point of the compafs, but that north-eaft and fouth-weft are their 

general dire&ion. It is added by Pliny, that upon reaching the 
Red Sea, they found a fouth or fouth-weft wind, which conveyed, 
them to Berenikc, and enabled them to conclude their voyage in 
lefs than the compafs o f a year. This, likewife, is confiftent with 
experience; for the winds in the Gulph of Arabia are almoft con- 
ftantly north and north-weft, except for fifty days, when they are m
called the Gum feen135 winds, and prevail from the middle of March ;

13i Cctfar Frederick inPurchaa, Hi. p.1708. tember. 
who likewife mentions their arrival in Sep- !iS Written Khamftn.

3 K during
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during that period coming regularly from the louth. I f  therefore 
we fuppofe a veil'd to leave the coaft of India between the 8th and 
f3th of January, forty days employed upon her return would bring 
Iter to Kane, Aden, or Gardefan, towards the end o f February,
At any o f thefe ports fhe might wait, fo as to he prepared to take 
advantage of the Gumfeen wind in the middle of March ; and when 
■ die was once within the ftraits, this wind Would ferve her for fifty 
days to convey her to Berenike, to M yos Hormus, or even to 

. Arfmod the leprefentative o f the modern Suez. Thus, by em­
bracing the opportunities-which-the regular feafona in the different ’ 'y .
fees afford, the whole voyage outward and homeward bound would 
be performed with a .wind conftantly in her favour.

T h e neSt point to be considered is, the departure o f this fleet 
, from Okfilis, Kane, cr Cape Arornata, T h e  two laft are more par­

ticularly intimated by the Perl pi ha j and Syagros, or Fartaque, by 
P lin yliS. !n this the merchant is moft probably the more correct: o f  
the tw o ; for, as we may conclude that he performed the voyage 
hunfelf, fo is Arornata, or Cape. Gardefan, the point that divides 
the limit of the monfoon on the coaft of A frica: for, on the autho­
rity o f Beaulieu, we learn, that he puffed from winter, florm, and 
terapeft, to calm and 'fumnieiy in an inftant, on doubling this pro­
montory, Here then was the point where their courfe was open 
before them, from one continent to the other f and when they were 
once at fea, there was nothing to change the direction of the wind till 
they reached the fhores of India. On their return from India, they 
fas down* their longitude ffrft to the coaft o f  Africa, tending to ant

"f Pliny fays, it .was 133 ? miles from Sya- from truth, fop it h  in a right line near iaeo 
groa to PtUala; which is .iot very dillant mite*.

14 object
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-» ©bjeCt of magnitude which they could not mifs or overrun » and 
then made good their latitude by corning up northward to the coaft 
o f  Barbaria and the* Red Sea. In effecting this we may conclude, 
that they dire&ed their courle, as nearly as they could calculate, to 
Aromata ; but Ptolemy informs us, they fometimes got to the fouth- 
ward of it, and were carried much lower down than they w ilhed; 
and fometimes we know that they came intentionally to Rhapta,
Opone, and other marts on the coaft of Africa, and proceeded after­
wards to Arabia, or the Red Sea, according to their deftination, 

intereft, or convenience.
T he commerce of the Arabians has arrefted our attention through­

out the whole progrefs o f our inquiry, from the hrft mention o f 
their imports in fcripture, to the accounts of the prefent day. Their 
connections with the countries in their neighbourhood is equally 
obvious: in Syria, Paleftine, Egypt, Perfis, Mefopotamia, and <9n 
the Tigris, w e find them noticed by Pliny ~37 j in India, by Aga- 
tharchides, and almoft every fubfequent geographer j in Africa, they 
are fpread at this day from the Red Sea acrofs the whole continent 
to Senegal j and in the Eaftern Ocean they are found upon every 
coaft, and almoft upon every ifland. • But general as the extenfion 

' o f  their name and nation may have been, when we refer to their 
own accounts, nothing is more obfcpre a3‘— nothing lefs fatisfaCtory.

T h e information to be collected from the little trad of the Periplus 
is a picture o f geography, in coinparifon of the two Arabian narra­
tives publilhed by Renaudot, of Ebn Haukal, or A 1 Edrilfi; bcfides 
all the fabulous and the marvellous which we have to remove. Still

,yr L ib. xii. 17. o f  the coafts, but likewife from their adopting
,JS They are obfcure, not only from the names that are neither native or claflical, but 

want o f longitude, latitude, and the dire&ion terms o f their own language and ufage.
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there are fome particulars In. thefe authors already noticed, which;, 
are worthy o f attention j ,  and fomething in the Arabians, of Renaudof 

peculiarly connected with the- objed of our inquiry; for- the general 
faff, that dip Indian commerce had fettled at Siraf in the ninth 

century, is a revolution o f importance*
Siraf®*9 is upon the fame coaft in- the OulpH of Ferfia as the 

modern Gomroon, and held the fame-rank at that time as Keilh in 

the thirteenth century, and Orrnua of a later date. The merchants 
of Siraf, in that-age, evidently performed the voyage to China, and 

Ghinefe fhips are mentioned at Siraff but a elofer examination'has 
induced me to believeM* that they were not Ghinefe, but vcffels 
employed by the Siraf merchants in the trade to'China. The tradd 
from this port, however it extended farther to the eaft, certainly 
met the Ghinefe fleets on the coaft o f Malabar ; for there it is men­
tioned, that the Ghinefe paid a duty of a fhoufand ®“ drams, whil e  

other v diets paid no-more than from one dinar to tern

But the fhips that failed from Siraf went m il to Mafcat in Arabia, 
for the fame reafon that the Abets from Egypt took their departure 
from Kane and'Atom ate ; that is, becaufe they obtained the man- 
foon the moment they were tinder fail. The Arab has fortunately 
preferved this circumftance; for he fays, u from Mafcat to Kaucanx-

J3a It j».J written • Shtraff, Siianaf, and, by from this, that the narrator actually (ailed him- 
M'd’lvier, Charrack, pronounced Sharrack. feff on board a Siraf (hip for China, and in that

** In the port, of London,-* China fhip is a . fenfe called it a Chincfe fit ip. P. 8. Eng. eci.
Ihip c^itined for China j and m this fr.fej,’ per- I do not, how ever, think this proof focorj.-. 
haps, tfie Arab fays, that molt o f the Cumefe clufive, as utterly to deny the navigation of 
Slips take in Aril cargo at Sir if. 1 He ckfcribes the Chinele weft .of Malabar, 
their pslifagc Sown the gtiljih to M afcat; and H' T w o Arabs. P. 9. Eng. <?d. fh e fu m  
upon mentioning the ftraita-at MiifTe^tlpn, .he, is too fuiall to be credible; 10,000 dinars ore . 
adda, “  after w i are clear o f thefe rocks, tva equal.to iL, i']s ,6 d , l ie  S#cjr, p. 532.
<v ftser for Qt»a» and Mafcat.” I conclude , , >■,

“• malic
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