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“ ■ mali Is a month’s- ’41 fail, •with the wind, a ft '' Here then we have 

an evidence of the monfoon, and of the paflage dired from one coaft 
to the other, in harmony with the Periplus: we have a paflage of 
thirty days from Mafcat, proportionate to the forty days from Gar- 
defan; and'whatever Kaucam may be, we find In Mali a reference 
to Maid and Malabar, in which we cannot be miftaken. A 1 Edriffi, 
who copies this paflage from the Arabs, writes the name 14JKuIam- 
meli; fo that between the two authorities we may poflibly difeover 
Kulam on the coaft of Malabar; and on that coaft, in the kingdom 
of Travancore, there is ftill the port of Coulan, about eighty miles 
below Cochin ; and another Coulam 144, or Coualam, to the eaftward 
of Cape Comorin. Either of thefe may be the port intended by the 
Arabian Journal, as it informs us, that “  after watering here, you 
« begin to enter tire fea o f Harkand,”  that is, the ocean to the fouth 
of Comorin; and in another paflage i f  is added, that “  Kaucam is 

** almoft upon the fkirts o f the fea o f Harkand.”

I am not certain that I can follow my author farther; but if  I 
underftand him right, it is fufficiently evident, that though they 
failed by the monfoon to Cape Comorin, they did not crofs the Bay 
of Bengal by the fame wind ; but after rounding Ceylon, or palling

141 The Arabs bad not much improved upon bian geographers are upon the continent.—  
the Greeks in the art of Navigation. Compare it alfo with Abulfeda, who calls it

Mi The difference of Kaucam and Kulam Caulam, the laft port of India, where pepper 
may be reconciled by fuppofing the tranflators is procured. Lat. 8. Melch. J hevenot, vol. i. 
mifled by the want of the diacritical points! p. 22.
a difficulty which occurs to all tranflators in 144 This other Coulam, or Covalam, beyond 
rendering proper-names. Compare the Ara- Cape Comorin, is In the country o f Tiuevelli; 
bian Journal, p. y. with A l Ediiffi, p. 6 l . and but Paolino fays, the firll Coulan ought to be 
p. 37. where Culam-meli is characterized as written Collam. P. 7J.—-The trade continued 
the Ifland (that is, the country) which'pro- at Coulam in Marco Polo’ s time. See lib. iii. 
duces pepper. H alf the iilands o f the Ara- c. 25-

them
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the tiraits of Manar, they flood on by Lajabalus and-Calabar 
(which is the coaft of Coromandel), and Beturna (the fame as Bek 
Thusna), St. Thorne or Meliapoor; and then by Kadraoge and 
Senef to Sandar Eilat, which ought to be the Straits of Malacca ; and 
thence to China., There feems to be more coailihg in this voyage 
than in that of Ptolemy; for he carries hi? fleets acrofs from feme 
point in the Carnatic to the Golden Oietionele, at once, .out it 
his communication terminated there, the Arabs went: farther eaft 
titan his Sinus Magnus, and reached Canfu**8 in China, which is 
the modern Canton, where they traded much under the lame re- 
ftrifidons which Europeans experience at the prefect hour. After 
all, they confefs that very lew of their ihips reached China j that, 
the voyage was extremely dangerous’ '7, and that water-1 pouts and 
tuffons were continually to be dreaded ; added to which, at the date 
of their narrative ill 867 of our era, the kingdom of China itfeii 
was diftra&ed by internal commotions14\  which spade it no longer 
fate for merchants to venture into the country.

»* It is written Na;abalu» aUb, which d’Att- which teems fanciful. I t  might bt a fubjed of 
viila reads N.wt'nbal for Nichpbar. But the inquiry, whether Senef, Sanf, or Samf, may 
it! aids of Arabia* writers are frequently not not. he Siam. The fea oppofite the coail of 
illands i and if the navigator went, firft to the Coromandel is called .Mare Sanjictm, which 
Nkobavs, find then back to the coail of way he the lea of Sian.' •» but Siam extends 
Coromandel, he almc.it doubled the paffage acrofi. the peninfula, and the gutph of Siam 
a rola the bay. Calabar, I fnppofe, Hands iV«/.v won thc-eattern fide. A l Ednffi, p. 34. 
in contrail to Malabar, commencing poffibly 246 Canfu is the Clumeeu of AlEdriffi. P. 37,
at Calyratre. Bet .Thuma is the heals or M1 Between the fea o f Harkand and Deia- 
church of St. Thomas at Meliapoor, near rowi there are 1900 ■ Wands ( Arabs o f Renan- 
Madras: Kadrapge and .Senef," I cannot dif- dot), which include the Maldives, Sarafldiv, and 
cover; but Senef t fwppofe to tie the Sanf of Ceylon, in the fea of Harkand. Arabs 2. A l 
A lE driffi, which, he fays, is ten days from Edriffi, p. 31. T'he danger of the voyage was,
Sandifale' ; and Kadrunge may he Atracan. ihcreafed by tbcfc, as much as by the obfta- 
Sandifalat can hardly be any thing eife but cle» farther eaft. ,
the Strait* of Malacca 5 bet Renaudot reads it ?* The wars which preceded the dynafty
Sar.dar-Pulo, and converts it into Pulo-Condor, o fS u n gt. Arabs, p. 41. remarks, 47.

But
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But ftill it Ihould be remembered, that the Arabians are the firft 
■ navigators upon record, except the merchants of Colmas, that pene­

trated to China \ that they are antecedent to the Europeans in this 
voyage by more than fix centuries; and that they had found their 
way to the northern149 frontier of this,kingdom in the ninth cen­

tury, while in the fixteenth, the Europeans were difputing whether 
Cathai and China were the fame. W e have no record o f any Eu­
ropean150 vifit.ing this country by a northern route before Marco 
Polo, in the twelfth century; or o f an European failing in the fea 
o f China between the time of that traveller and Nicola di Conti, in 
1420. Barthema’a voyage is between 1 5 0 0  and 1 5 0 4 ,  immediately 

preceding the arrival o f the Portuguefe.
Thefe circumftances will naturally fuggeft reflexions in regard to 

the Arabs o f the Defert, and the Arabs on the Coaft. The Tons o f 
Efau were plunderers by prefcription and profeflion; their hand 
was againft every man, and every man s hand againft them. The 
family o f Jocktan 15‘, in Yemen, Hadramaut, and Oman, were as na­
turally commercial j and as they anticipated the Greeks and Romans 
in the navigation to India, and the modern Europeans in the difco- 
very of China, it, is no more than their due to afcribe to them a 
fpirit of commerce, enterprize, or the third: o f gain, in ages which

W h e th e r  a a u a lly  an A r a b  or not, I  head a M ahom etan , i f  not an A r a b . R e -  

eannot difcover ; b u t the A r a b  fays, he was n-audot, p- 7 1,
acquainted w ith  one, w h o had feen a man th at 253 Europeans h a d  reached C h in a , bu t from- 
had travelled on fo o t [b y  la n d ] from  Samar- a different cau fe. M . Polo fou nd a  F ren ch  
rand to C an fu , w ith  a load o f  M u f i  , and had go ldfm ith  at C a m b ria  ; but he had been car- 
traverfed all the cities o f  C h in a  one after ftn- tied  off from P olan d  b y  the T a r ta r s , who h ad  

other. T h is  is a proof, at lead , th at the com - m ade an irruption mto that co u n try , 

munreation w as open between Sam arkand and 2,2 Gedrenus calls them, Interior A rabian s.
C hina s and as Sam arkand, at th at tim e, was A m a n  and Jek ta n , p . 422. \  emen and Jo ck -

fgb]c£t to the Modems, this traveller was at tan. 7vrir» O/MfSwi it *a»EMF10P0r, ^

no-

; ■ $ 1 5  .
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• ne. hifto-rycan• reachj and to conclude,. that if the..precious -corpjsa-* 

dities o f the Eaft found their way to the Mediterranean, as u n ­

doubtedly they did, the firft carriers on the ocean were a?, undoubt­

edly the Arabians* '
W  hether we are better able to under Hand tbe-'G reeks, or whether 

the Greekis are more intelligent and better informed than the Arabs,

1 cannot lay* out Cofmas, w ho was never in andia liitnfell*~~wlio 

was a monk, and not the wifeft either of his profeikon or bis nation, 

is far more dillinCi. and comprehenfi'ble in the fixth  century,; than, 

the tw o Arabs m  the’ ninth, or A 1 fulriHi in the twelfth. H e gives 

a: very rational account o f the pepper trade in  Malabar, and th e  

meeting o f the merchants from the Eaft w ith  thole of i v  - ope, tram  

the R ed Sea, and Gulpb o f Perfia, m  Ceylon, which m h b a g e  was 

the centre of this com m erce; and he.affords a variety of informa­

tion, Which the Arabians either did not knew, or have n o t,re ­

corded. But we (hall have rccounb to him again when we arrive

at Ceylon* ■ 0 ' ■ ; * 'fy >
•I have more than once noticed the R ajah, w ho, as Pliny informs

. us, attended the enabaffy from the king o f Ceylon to Claudius* and 

w ho aliened, that his father had vifited the Seres,. I once thought 

tkat this Rajah went by lea 5 but upon a ciofer infpeHion o f  the 

paflage, it is plain that he went by land from Bengal acrofs the 

* mountains called Emodi. Still we have, upon the whole, a p ioof, 

that through the intervention of different nations, a commnni* 

cation was" open from the Red Sea to the country o f the Seres,. 
W hether the Seres are G hineb, has been much depu ted : but that 

they were vifited b y  fea, is true, i f  the evidence o f  C pkm ^  ,k

*> Cofintt calls them Tzinitz*, inf 4 m * .  See DUfertatkm ii. him, » A

iufficient j

: * o ?  *f £ 1 /  '
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‘ ' fufficient; and that they were approachable by land through 1  artary
on the north, is afferted likewife by Pliny and Ptolemy. T bis is 
a peculiarity that fuits no nation but the Ghinefe; and it we find 
this fa£t recorded from the time that hiftory commences, it is a 
ftrong pi'efumption that the fame intercourfe took place many ages 
antecedent to the accounts which have come down to the prefent 

time.
Whether the author o f the Periplus himfelf failed with the mon- 

foon, or by the coafls which his narrative takes in fucceflion, be 
has not informed us; but if  he was in India more than once, be 
might have tried both the different routes. His leaving this circum- 
ftance undetermined, may induce a fufpicion that he was a geo­
grapher, rather than a voyager. But the fame circum fiance occurs 
in Capt. Hamilton’s Account of the Eafl Indies: he gives the ports 
in fucceffion, from the Cape of Good Hope to China; yet he cei- 
tainly did not vifit them all in ohe voyage, but gives us the refult 
o f  the knowledge he had acquired in all his different navigations.

For this account of the monloons, and the effects produced by 
them relative to the commerce of the ancients, no apology is requi- 
fite : it is of the very eflence of the defign propofed from the 
commencement of this work, which was intended not merely as a 
comment on the Periplus, but from the opportunities afforded by 
that journal to invefligate the commerce of the Eafl in all its 
branches; to trace its progrefs or fituation in different ages, and to 
examine its relations, caufes, and confequences, till the new era of 
difcovery commenced by the efforts of the Portuguefe, under the 
aufpices of Don Plenry, and the great work was effentially com­
pleted by the achievements of Gama and Columbus.

3 i
v - • . . ' ‘ t
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W e return now to the narrative o f the journal, which waa mter- 
rupteJ at Barake, for the purpofc o f Introducing Hippalus to the 
acquaintance o f the reader, and commences again with t la -b a U re , 
altered as .0 its orthography, in which it now corrcfponds with the 
Beccare o f Pliny, an,I the Bakare o f Ptolemy. It ts now hkewife 
augmented with the addition of E la ; in which, as has been 0 - 
f  rved we recover the Eli o f Marco Polo, and the d Eh or d HU of 
our charts. In this palTage there is mention o f the Ruddy M oon- 
fain and then an omiffion in the text, which requires examina­
tion before we can proceed. I have lately learnt that d’ llli itfelf is 
not red, but that there are red hills, or land, both to the nort i 
and fouth of i t : the red hill to the fouth, lying near the fea, is that 

which we muft prefer for the Ruddy Mountain o f the Journal; and 
as the features of nature are indelible, it is much fatxsfadhon to 
eftablilh the confiftency o f the narrative upon ground io well afeer- 
rained. 1 confider this, therefore, as a point fixed ; but I ought not 
to omit, that the Oriental Navigator -  notices red clifis much lower 

> down, both on the north and fouth o f A n jen ga; and as we arc
approaching very faff to Cape Comorin, if  it Ihould appear prefer­
able to others to affume thefe for the Ruddy Mountam, there is 

ccnfeffedly fome ground for the fuppofition.

1U ,  w  rtceiv£d the following extrafts “  mofa there lies a reddijb MU, b y  the f c *
1 tvavc rectivta “ 'c u n u  S „  - , ,, T y s nlutl be a league north o f

from Cant. Henry Cornwall’s Remarks on the nde. 1 6 , , TIr

n 0 tlC en :, , r , i  ! n 6 f r . «  « When Mount d’ llli bore S .E . by El« Southward o f  Mount <1 ltd, »n ra.r wea- . M n . hare
<t ther, yon may fee the Dutch fetikm ent of “  about four leagues, Mount lorm ofa bore

“  p naMor' which w d U e . N N _ ^ N  4i  N X  i  one *  the f o r w a r d ,  and
“  y ° ’-’ br.;nS theJlag-ftaff N .E . by ^ “ J V ^ h w w d } the land hereabouts

.. S u d i  that peal fe n  ow r C d fc t t  &  “  " f t *  * •  **■ “ *
« by N . over a reddijh till'by  the fea fide.”  “  towards fun et.

« four leagues to the fouth ward of For- S* **7'

A f b
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The nmiffion tss in the text may be fupplied, by fuppofirig that 

the country of Pandion is intended ; and the fentence would then 

exprefs, that after leaving Ela-Bakare, you arrive at the Red Cliffs, 

and beyond them the Paralia 25\  or coaft of the territory lubjed to 
Pandion, which fronts the fouth, and where you find the town o f 

Kolkhi, and the Pearl Fifhery. B y  this we are to underftand, that 

he means the fouthem coaft beyond Cape Comorin ; and fo he 

afterwards expreffes him felf; for he reverts to Comorin, and then 

proceeds again to Kolkhi and-the fifhing-ground.

Ptolemy makes no mention o f the kingdom o f Pandion previous 

to K om ar; but commences the province o f the Aii with Melenda 
and E lan kii5/, and makes it terminate at Comar. This would 
embrace the modern Calicut, Cochin, and Travaqcore ; and in this 

tradf we have ftill an Aycotta near Cranganoor, that is, the foitrefs 
o f  A i 1!S. In aft other refpe&s, the divifion of the provinces is 
nearly the fame in Ptolemy and the Periplus, from Barugaza to 
Comar; and their want of correfpondence here, is a circumftance 
in favour o f both ; for the kingdom of Pandion is placed by both 
on the eaftern fide o f the peninfula, and Modura, his capital, is the 
prefent metropolis o f Madura. I f  he had a territory on the Ma-

JSS ’Air ’E.̂ .aGaitix(ri vo hvyojAtvoy Tlvffon o(Qi Ela-Bakare, as Ram-d Illi, near the mouth
yuyj. ......................................m.i «i o f  the river where the veflels lay ; and here

fayofAwr) avToy Toy yoToy. might be the reddifh hill one league N . o f
W e may read, T)"h Tlx- d’ Ula.

iwvocj;, confirmed by the following claufe : JSS W e Ihould naturally fuppofe that Paralia
’Ey n KoXJpGWh vm* Ciro Toy /SawAs* n»yS»oyfls was a Greek term, and literally the confl; but 
vrmn£. But if  by the text we are to under- M r. Hamilton informs me, that Paralaya, in 
hand that Elabakare itfelf is called the Ruddy Sanlkreet, fignifies the remotejl region ; that is,
Mountain, perhaps there-is fome further omii- the extreme part o f the peninfula.
fion or corruption in the text. 1 wifh to con- 257 Nclkunda and Ela.
fider Ela as' M ount d’ llia, and Bakaic, or D ’Anville, p. 116. Paolino, p. 86. 3

3 l 2 labaf
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k b a r" '1 fide, it was by conqueft; and Pliny is in harmony with 
both: when /peaking o f his poffe/fions on this fide, he fays,, M 6- 
dufa, the capital o f Pandion, was at a great diftance inland,

XII. BA LIT A, COMAREr, KOLKHI, PEARL FISHERY.

Balita is the firft place mentioned by'the Periplus after leaving 
the Ruddy Mountain : it is the B a m - b a l a o f  Ptolem y; but we 
have nothing to determine its polition, except the mention o f itsr 
having a fine road for /hipping, and a village on the coaft. No 
repreientative o f Calicut appears, and probably it did not then exiflf, 
nor for feveral centuries afterwards. The K olkhi of the ancients 

has been frequently miftaken for i t ; but as Kolkhi is beyond Co­
morin, and is the feat o f  the Pearl Fithery, the fuppofition is im~ 
poffible. Calicut M‘ was the grand centre, for many ages, o f all the 
Eaftern and Wefteru commerce, from  its origin in 8 05 16,1 till the 
arrival of the Portugucfe j and though its fplendour is now eclipfed, 
it is Hill a place of great trade for pepper “ 3, cardarnums, fan dak

:w The country o f  Malabar Proper could Perumal’ s retirement, and the divifion of Ma~ 
rsife more than twelve hundred thoufand men, labar, it (till contains much that is problem- 
according' to C apt. Hamilton, i. 288. atical, and Items a Mahoraedan fiiftion to give

,«o There is a Turn-bala on this coaft ftill; the Mulleins a legal fettlement in the country* 
but whether it ia ancient or modern I know Subjoined to this account, however, there is d 
not, nor whether its polition would he fuit- valuable note, giving an account o f the king* 
able, if thofe points could be nfeertained. dorn of Bijnagar— its rife, power, and diflb- 

261 W c have a Mahotnedan account o f the lutkm j and proving, that the influence o f the 
fettlement of the Moilems at Calicut, taken Ram  Rajah extended over Malabar, 
frqin Ferifhta, and pohlilhed in the India Ann. 2,2 There are two dates, 907 and 805.
Regifter 1799. p. 148. Mifcel. B u t as Fe- D ’Anville, A u tiq . de Flnde, p. 114. 
rifhta was a M'ahomcdan himfeli, fo does he ** Tcllicheri, an Eftglifh fort and factory, 
fay, he has it from a poetical account ; and was eftablflhed on this coalt for. the purpofe 
though it preferves the outline o f Geram o f  procuring thefe articles, and Atigenga.

.wood,

N
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xvood, and other commodities; much frequented by the vefiels of 
Europe, and Hill more by the traders from the Red Sea, Malkhat, 
and the Gulph of Perfia. Thefe are circumftances too well known 
to be infilled on ; and we mull proceed to Comar, no lefs confpi- 
cuous in its fituation at the apex of the peninfula, than in the 
prefervation o f its name through lo many ages, and fo many revo* ' 
lutions both o f  commerce and of empire.

At Komar there was an harbour and a fortrefs, with a garrifon : 
there was lilcewife fome religious eftablilhment, in which thofe who 
dedicated themfelves to the worlhip of the prefiding deity firlt con- 
fecrated themfelves by ablutions, and then entered into an engage­
ment o f celibacy. Women partook of this inflitution as well as 
men ; and the legend of the place reports, that the goddefs to whom 
their fervices were dedicated, ufed formerly to pradife the fame 
ablutions monthly at this confecrated fpot.

The name of the place, according to Paolino is derived from 
Cumari, a' virgin deity, the Diana arid Hecate of the Hindoo 
mythology. The convent “ 5, he adds, Hill exifts, and the fame 
fuperftition is practifed at a mountain three leagues inland, where 
they Hill preferve the tradition of Cumari’s bathing in the fea. The 
Sanfcreet name, he adds, is Canyamuri, Cape Virgin, but contracted' 
by the natives themfelves into Comari, or Cumari, Pie mentions

** Cumari, be informs us, fignifies a virgin; called Jogi, coenobite:, or Gofuam i, lords o f  
but Comr is the moon, in A rabic; and Diana (as the cow, from their fuperftition relative to’ that 
Phoebe) is the goddefs of the moon, the fitter animal; or Samana, indffettfivc, becaufe they 
o f Phoebus. Whether Comr has fueh a mean, deprive no creature o f life. (Thefe are the 
mg in Sanfcreet, or the goddefs fuch an attri- Germanai o f Strabo.) They live in convents 
bute in Hindoo mythology, may be en- under a fuperior, fleep on the ground on mats- 
sPuret  ̂ o f  palm-leaf, and communicate little with the-

:6S The religious o f this fort, he fays, are world.

alfo

*
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alfo h final] port here, conformably to the account in. the Periplus; 
and a church, founded by St, Xavier, on a mountain clofe to the 
tea, which, report fays, is dedicated to the Virgin M ary; but on 
this head the good Carmelite is filent. and I know not whether the 
report is true. '

Circumftances fo correfpondent, at the diftance o f two thousand 
years, could hardly be found in any country except India j and to 

t the local knowledge o f Paulino we. are muoh indebted, He has
reprobated, indeed, all literary men, who prefume to determine 
fjuefiions in their clofet relative to countries which they have never 
vliked j but though I and others, who purfue our Rudies in retire­
ment, owe him fomething in return, I ihall revenge myfelf by a© 
other method, but by citing a beautiful paffage from his work, de­
fer! ptive of the Paralia’64, or Coaft of Malabar. Paolino, on his 
return to Europe, had embarked in a French frigate called the Ca- 
lypfo ; and while he is purfuing his courfe between Cochin and 
Cape Comorin, he bnrfts out into a rapturous defeription o f the 
feenery prefented to his view’ :

“  Nothing“ ’ .can be more enchanting to the eye, or delicious to 
u  the fenfes, than is experienced in a voyage near the extremity 
“  of the peninfula. At three or four leagues from the coaft, the 
“  country of Malabar appears like a theatre o f verdure: here a 
“  grove of cocoa-trees, and there a beaiitiful river pouring its. tribute 
“  into the ocean, through a valley irrigated and fertilized by its 
“  waters. In one place a group of fifhing-veffels, in another a

Paolino is mi flak on in fuppofing Paralia in contradiftinftion to Paraiia Soringorum, the
to be confined to tlie .Pearl Fiiheny: it ex- Coaft o f  Cororaa.itkl. 
tends the whole way from E'abaksre to the P. 371.
Fifttcry, and is'literally the coaft of Malabar,

“  white
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“  white church46S, peering through the verdure of the groves;
“  while the gentle land-breeze of the morning vrafts the fragrance 
“  exhaled from the pepper, cardamum, betel, and other aromatics,
“  to a great diftance from the fhore, and perfumes the veflel on her 
“  voyage with their odours ; towards noon fucceeds the fea-breeze,
“  o f which we took advantage to fpeed the beautiful Calypfo to- 
“  wards the port of her deftination.”

Our Greek and Arabian conductors have no effufions of ima­
gination, but a picture of the country where we are, drawn upon 
the fpot with the enthufiafm and fenfibility of an Italian, will make 
ample atonement for the digreflion. I need not add, that during 
the north-eafterly monfoon, a voyage on the whole coafl: is effectu­
ally a party of pleafure.

W e are now to proceed to Kolkhi and the Pearl Fifhery, in regard 
to which Paolino is much difpleafed that none of the geographers 
have agreed 463 in placing Kolkhi at Cole'che 47°. He will not allow 
any of us to know the lead; of the fituation of places which we have 
never feen, and yet we fhall build on his own premifes to fubvert 
his conclufion ; for he, in conjunction with all our charts, places

368 There were many churches In this coun- the tradition of Sherbourne, for Alfred de- 
try, both of the Million, and of the Malabar ferves every honour which can be added to 
Chriftians; but the irruption of Tippoo de- his name.
ftroyed every Hindoo pagoda, and every Chrif- In Mr. L e  Beck’s Account of the Pearl
tian church, as far as he penetrated. A f. Fifhery it is faid, that the belt divers are from 
Ref. vii. 379. - Collilh, on the coaft o f Malabar. I conclude

T o  theiTe Chriftians o f St. Thomas, Alfred that this is Coleche. A f. Ref. v. 402. 
fent Sighelm, bp. o f Sherbourne, who brought Quefta citta fu fovente confufa con Co.
home many jewels, aromatics, &c. fome of valan, Colias, o Cobs, deg? antichi, da quelli 
which remained long at Sherbourne. H ack- fcritori . . . che non avevano elTaminato il iito 
.uit, ii. 5. locale delle due citta tra fe molto diverlo.

I wilh we had more authority for this than P. 74.

Coleche'

. : -  .
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Colechc x,‘ previous to Comorin ; and therefore, whether we find a 
■ reprefentative for Koikhi or not, his aifumption mu ft be fid f t j  for 

both Ptolemy and the Periplus” 1 place it, not to the weftward, but 
the ea ft ward of Cape Comorin. The Pearl Filhery is not now, and 
never was, carried on to the weftward or northward .of Cape Co- 
moiin. The Pearl Filhery is likewife marked out by another cha- 
raftcriftic ftill peculiar to it,* which is, that pearl oyfters are found 
only at one place— the ifland of Epiodorus, which can be no other 
than the ifle of Manar4” , and there the filhery is at the prefent 
hour. By the name o f Epioddrus, we may conclude a Greek of 
that name from Egypt was the firft o f his countrymen that vifited 
this ifland; and where would a Greek not have gone m, if  he had 
heard that pearls were to be obtained ? The great refuel! in which 
they were at Rome and Alexandria, Items to have marked them 
out, not indeed as o f greater value than diamonds, but as a more 
marketable and preferable commodity for the merchant.

The power which ia  different ages has prefided over the Filhery, 
whether native, Portuguefe, Dutch, or Englifh, has regularly taken 
its ftation at Tutacorin: the Filhery itfelf is always on the Ceylon 
fide, towards Manar, at Chilao Seewel ‘ :<s, Condutehey, & c. The 
number o f perfons who affemble, is from fifty to fixty thoufand;

3i‘ Csr t. Hamilton fays, between the middle Still both are to the eaftward of Cape Comm­
and weft point of C. Comorin, i. 333. rin ; and the illand of Epiodorus removes all

3;1 ’Atto "is Koftapsl fcr&.nm x<if» pixp doubt. P. 3 7 3 ’
K»axw> tS 7ri»»*S tflv. 3>t In Coeluni.

f.e perle nafeono vicino a Mannar. Pao- 3”  See Stevens’s Hid- o f Perfia, p.402.
I no, 374. But lie fays likewife, there are He fays Chilao fignifos a Fifliery in the nauve 
i wo filheries: one to the weftward of Ceylon, language.
in the open fea ; and another eaft of Cape ;?,J Mr. I.e  Beck’ s A c c .  A f .  Ref. vol. v,
.Ccwporin, feparated by the Straits o f Mpnar. p. 396.

con fi fting
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confifting o f divers, mariners, merchants, and tradefmen o f every 
defcription. The Nayque of Madura, who was fovereign of the 

coaft, and the reprefentative of Pandion, had one day’s fifhery ; the 
Governor o f Manar’s wife, when the Portuguefe were mailers, had 
another day, afterwards perverted to the ufe o f Jefuits j and the 

owner o f the veflel had one draught every fifhing-day. After the 
_ fifhery was concluded, the fair was kept at Tutacorin. The broker­

age and the duty amounted to four per cent.— paid by the feller.
The veflels were not fewer than four or five hundred, each carrying 
from fixty to ninety men, o f which one-third were divers. Capt.

Stevens fuppofes the pearl o f Manar to be inferior to that o f 
Bahrein.

This fifhery is likewife defcribed by Cefar Frederick, and a va­
riety177 of authors. H e informs us, that the divers were chiefly 
Chriftians o f Malabar in his tim e; they are now a mixture o f that 
defcription, of Roman Catholics, and H indoos; but the l'uperftitions 
pradtifed to preferve the divers from the fharks, and other dangers 

o f their profeffion, are all Hindoo. Several fanatics are well paid 
for their attendance during the fifhery for that purpofe ; and the 

fharks are as obedient to the conjuration o f a Bramin, as they could 

be to a Malabar prieft ; for the charm is not perfe&ly efficacious.
Thofe who wifh to enquire farther into the detail, will meet with a 
very excellent account in the Afiatic Refearches (vol. v.) by Mr.
Le B eck; in which he will find that this fifhery, which ufed to 

produce 20,000/. to the Portuguefe and D u tch 178, produced, in the 
year 1797, 150,000/. under the management o f the E nglifh179.

PurcliaB, vol. iit, p. 1708. By Marco king had a tenth ; the bramin, a twentieth.
Polo, lib. iii. c, 20. who mentions the Bramin; J7S Capt. Stevens.
and Betala, as the feat o f the fifhery. The **» 300,000 Porto Nova pagodas.

3 M In \
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In the age qf the Periplus, none but condemned criminals were 
employed in this fervice ; a pra&ice common to all the nations of 
the ancient world, iri their mines, in their gallics, in the conftruftion 
o f their public buildings, and execution of all their public works. 
The mines of Pofoil are Hill worked by Haves, where the fame 
miferies are experienced as Agatharchides *5' has depi&ed in the 
gold-mines of E gyp t; while in Europe, or at leaft in England, we 
never want freemen to work in our collieries, in our mines of tin, 
lead, or copper, whofe labour is procured, and whole dangers are 
cOmpenfated, by the higher price they obtain for the fer vices they 
are to perform.

I ought now, in compliance with the nature of the undertaking 
in which I am engaged, to follow my author to the conclufion o f 
his work ; but as I am perfuaded that he never went farther than 
Melkunda himfelf, and that he has built upon report in ail that 
is fubfequent to that place; fo does report grow fo vague after 
quitting the Pearl Fifliery and Ceylon, that though he mentions 
feveral circumftances in common with other authors, there is fb 
much in determinate, that I referve it for a leparatse difcuflion. M y 
reafon for averting this is, that he extends the Coaft of Coromandel 
to the call:; that he is no longer in particular, but general corre- 
fpondence only with Ptolemy ; and that he has extended Ceylon 
towards Africa, inftead of afligiling it a petition where it actually 
cxifts. 1 ■ f  E  ;\ /YE

**" Agatharchides Lad faid t  great deal \ lttf  Ibcoj yimeu) m cXiyn b xal
more than his■ ahbreviator has prefmed.: tXtmftvrM vnampas ympttm.- P . 2f.

’YmyffoXJr. St ao»l to xaStt Hvtm^i^an xs*r«- The multitude ot bones ftill found in thefe 
Mum tHVfiiryxkirSf, Ajusd Hudfoa, p. » j, ( K tn d w t l  & incredible, o f  wretches cruftted

But what remains is fuificieat? by the falling in o f the earth, as mull: natu.
Or* ft «r*r>- T» 5t3mi9»», vr*p4tv*r rally happen in a loofc and crumbling foil.

Pliny

^  4 i6  PERIPLUS OF THE ERYTHREAN SEA.
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Pliny has faid fomethlng o f the paffage between Ceylon and the 
continent, not very fatisfa&ory indeed, but fufficient to (hew his 
opinion, that the trade was carried on by this ftrait. The Periplus 
feems to confirm this idea, and Ptolemy has nothing to the con­

trary ; but if  the opening in Adam’s Bridge, near Manar , was no 
deeper at that day than at prefent, no (hip of burden131 could have 
paffed it. Pliny informs us, that throughout the whole of the ftraits 
the depth was not more than fix feet; but that there were particular 

- openings, fo deep that no anchor could reach the ground. He is 
likewife fo deceived in the pofition o f the ifland, as to make the 

embaffadors fent to Claudius aftonifhed at feeing the fhadows fall 

to the north; not refle&ing that in their own country, if  he had 
known its fituation, they mult have .made the fame obfervation 
annually, when the fun was to the fouth of the equator. Thcfe 
and many other errors o f the ancients, induce me to enter more 
largely into the account of Ceylon than the nature of m y work 
requires ; and this I (hall confider as the termination of my inquiry, 
leaving the remainder of the Periplus for a general difcuflion, by 

way of fequel to the whole.

181 Pliny calls either thia ifland, or Ramana montorium 5s not Comorin, but at the Strait* 

K M ; ^ “ e ° T t n l Ulanguage, figuific. ^  -  7  paffage in Pliny, omitted in the

■ ■ s 1: : ; 11 5 S L 7 S *  W S  £ £
”  T h e fifhery is on' the Ceylon M e ■, M .g n iu d o  ad ter.o rnllia amplidram. No
as at the Seevvel Bank, ao miles welt of A ri- (hip o f this fize could now pafs the ftra.ts. 
poo, Condatchey, &c. Ibid. Hardou.n adopts this emendation, hb. v.,

Hardouin allows that the Coliacum Pro- 34- without mention o f Voffius.

3 M  2
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X III. C  E  Y  L  G  N .

T he fir ft account of Ceylon was brought to Europe by the Ma­
cedonians, who were with Alexander in the Eaft. Onesicritus i& 
recorded as the fitft author who mentions it, under the title of 
Taprdbana ; and its variety of names in the Eaft, as well as Europe, 
is one of the extraordinary circumftances that attend it.

Lanca 'mt or Langa, - is the true Sanlkreet name, according to
Paolino, p» 371. Voffius ad Melam„ 

lib. iii. 7. _ J
Ham, w- -  -  another Sanlkreet name, feemingly joined

with Lanca; Lanca-Ilam. Id. There is 
a fabulous ifland in A! Edritfi, Lanchi- 
&!os, which he fays is ten days fail from.
Sarandibr. Is it not an error from 
Lanca-Ilam ?

Salabham, -  - another Sanlkreet name, figniiying Sal*
true ■, and labham, gain, Paolino.

SaJabha-dipa, -
Salabha-dip, -  -  Sanlkreet. The Ifland of true or real Profit

from its rich productions of gems, lpices,
&c. Paolino.

TaprobanaiU, - - the firft name brought to Europe. Bochart
makes it iflD-DD Taph Parvan, Littus

*** Lankoweh. Capt. Mahoney on Ceylon, Tap-raban. M r. Hamilton does not difap*
A f. Ref. vii. 49. prove o f Tap-raban, but adds, that there is

Suppofed by Burrows to be Tapo-bon, no allufwn to fuch a name of the ifland. in any 
the Wildernefs of Prayer. Ayeen Acbari, ii, Sanlkreet writing he has feen, 
p. 320, oft. ed. 7-hif is not fo probable as

aureum,
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aureum, 2 Chron. tin 6. and the Ophir 
of Solomon. But it is from Tape, an 
ifland, and Ravan, a king of Ceylon, 
conquered by Ram. According to the 
Af. Refearches, v. p. 39. Tapravan, or 

Tapraban,

Salika - - -  o f Ptolemy, who fays, it is the Taprobaha
of the ancients, afterwards called Si- 
moondu, but now Salika or Salike ; the 
inhabitants, Salas. Salike is therefore am 
adjective like Ariake, Barbarike, Limu- 
rike, with yvj or vy<ro; underftood. An& 
the ifland of Sale approaches very nearly 

to Selen-divea8s.

Seren-dip, - - 2 *pm/mr. Chyfococcas in VofTms. y
Sielen-dip i?ru' *UT0~S' v XUPX‘ ^off. ad Melam,
Selen-dib.’ *57- Var. Philoftorgius.
Selen-dive, * - tlie Seren-dib, or illand Seren, Selen, of

the Arabs; the Sarandib of A 1 Edrifli; 
the Divis ™, and Serendivis, o f Am mi- 
anus Marcellinus, who is the firft author 
o f the Latins or Greeks who ufes this 
name. Divis, the Lackdives or Mal­
dives, or iflands in general. Seledivis,

Tliere Is a particular call on the ifland name of the people, Sahu, and of the ifland, 
at this day, Called Sale or Challe, and Chal- Salike, would be naturally derived from them.
L  they are labourers, manufacturers of A f. Ref. vol. vii. p 43 r. m a highly curious 
{luffs and cinnamon-peelers; and if  the anti- Treatife on Ceylon, by Capt. h-d. Moor 
quity* iff tlieir eftabliffment in the ifland (for -  Divis is ufed in the cafe m which it o c
they are not a native tribe) be eftablifhed, the curs. P. 30 . »

y Selen--

, " ♦  ■
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Sclen-divc, the ifland Selen. Am. Mar. 

lib. xxai. p 306.

Palaefimoondu *** ** o f the Periplus. Phny f*y& there was a
river and city of that name, with 250,000 
inhabitants; the natives called Pabeo- 
goni, perhaps from Bali, the Indian 
Hercules, Paolino interprets it Parrdkri- 
mandala, the kingdom of Parafhri, the 
youthful Bacchus of the Hindoo mytho­
logy. But it ought not to be omitted* 
that Mr. Hamilton confiders Simoonto 
as exprelfing the utmojl boundary or ex­
tremity •, and Palifimoonto, as the limit 
o f the. expedition o f Bali, the Indian 

Hercules.
Sindo Cand®, - -  fe Ptolemy calls a town and the natives,

. on the weft ; Galibi and Mudutti, in the
north ; Amirograsjmii, Nagadibii, Ernni,

Oani, Tarachi, on the eaft j Bocani, DU 
orduli, Rhodagani, and Nagiri [Nayrs], 

on the fouth.
Sailatta, - -  -  the name in ulage in Malabar. Paolino.
Singala-dweepa, - is the true S^nlkreet name, according to 
Sinhala-dviba. Paolino, Mr. Hamilton j the ifiand of Singala

for dwipa, or dweepa, is equivalent to the

**> Pulo Simoon. Voffins ad Mel. lib. iii. 7. p  43s - « T  m«ch refe:nbks the temples in
Itifula Siamenfium, with the Perfian addition Siam, A « ,  See, . ,
Of I.)iu Oiv, a„ Ifland. This is a fanciful ;8S Siugha, a lion; Smghaiais, l.on-raced; 
etymology ; and yet the temple in Ceylon, from a fable of a kio.g of Ceylon, bom ot a
deferibed by Copt. M 'Kenzie, A f. E ef. vo l.« .  lion. Copt. Mahoney, AT. IU:1. m  48.

diva
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diva o f the Arabs: hence Singala-diva 
became their Selendive and Serendive; 
literally, the ifland of the Singalas, the 
Chingalefe, and Chingulays, of the Eu­
ropeans ; the Singoos or Hingoos, as the 
natives ftill call themfelves. I cannot 
help thinking this the moll eafy and 
natural of all the etymologies that have 
occurred; and I return my beft thanks 
to Mr. Hamilton for the fuggeftion.

Cala, » the name ufed by the Arabs of Renaudot,
p. 6 1 . ; but perhaps Sala189.

I f  fuch is the flu&uation in the name of this ifland, the different: 
reports of its fize and fituation are ftill more extraordinary.

Onesicrltus eftimates it at five thoufand ftadia ; but, according to 
Strabo, mentions not whether it is in length, breadth, or circum­
ference. I conclude that he means the latter; becaufe, at eight 
ftadia to the mile, this amounts to fix hundred and twenty-five 
miles; which is not very diftant from the truth, for in RenneU’s. 
laft map

Miles.

The length is - -  -  - 280
T h e breadth is - - - - 150
The circumference is - - - 6 6 o ll>0

I f  therefore we interpret Onesicritus rightly, he is entitled to the 
merit o f corredtnefs, as well as difcovery; an honour due to very

=*» Other names in Harris, vol. i. 677. are, 290 From Dondra Head to Tellipelli, 270 
Tranate, Hibenaro, Tenariiim, i. e. Tena- miles; from Colombo to Trincok, 160.— 
eeratn; but thefe have been little noticed, and Hugh Boyd, in the India Ann. Reg.

'Tena-eeram is evidently an error.

few

^  v  . '
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few of the ancient geographers in dinar.t regions; but to male 
amends, he adds, that it lies twenty lays fail a*orri the continent.

EratofUieues reduces this didance to only feven days fail, which 
is ft Hi too much; for it is not more than thirty.five miles from 
Point Pedro-to. Calymere, and fifty from the point next Manar to 
the oppofite coaft at Ramana Coil, which is the point where Pliny 
measures, or about an hundred and ieventy from Cape Comorin to 
Manar. But then Eratofthenes adds,, that it extends eight'0' thou- 
fand ftadia towards Africa ; that is, according as we compute the 
ftadium, either eight hundred, or a thbufand miles, in a direction 
exactly the reverie of truth. In this 1 ant forced to conieis, that 
the Periplus has followed Eratofthenes, arid added to his error; for 
it is ftated in exprefs terms, that it reaches cl mo It to the coaft of 
Azania*9*, which lies oppofite to it in Africa. In fome account of. 
this fort exifts the caufe o f the error in the Arabian geographers; 
for A1 Edrifli has confounded Cape Comorin, or Coman, with Co- 
m ar19J, that is, the iiland of Madagascar; and in his map he has 
actually placed Madagascar to the caftward of ueylon. J. his ariies 
from his extenfiou of the coaft oi Africa to the Eaft tilt it leaches

3.. Strabo, p. 7*. y p o i  p. 690. 8000. gafear, are confounded. Iff p. p i  Comr is
.*> Kai ht *» W  ™  a very long Hand for country], the king of

A;V :  -*■ »'*«. which lives in Midai. This is evidently the
C V f c e m j  to admit of proof, that A 1 peoinfula terminated by. Comprln.yhe king of 

Edrifli has .made two iiland! out of Ceylon, which lived in M alabar; and the ifland Saran- 
inftead of one. S a ® a , h i lays, (p. 28.) is dib fea feven day* fail from it, which is the 
w o o  miles in circomterence 5 and Sarandib diftance. given by the ancients. But p. p .
(p.  » i.)  is 80 miles long and 80 mile’s broad, we have Comr again, one day’s fail from Da- 
Anc;1 yet that' Saranda is Ceylon,; as well as gutta: now this is Madagafcar ; for. Dagu.tta 
Sarandib, appears manifeft, by his placing the is in Sofala. Perhaps, if  we ever obtain a 

' Pearl Filhcry there, and making it a great fcienttfic 'tranflation of A 1 Ednffi, we may
refort of merchants for fpices. Me has a dif* find diliindtions to obviate this cooftiiioi: ; for 
ferent r.iflake about Comar, or Comr ; for his tranflator, Gabriel, knew as little o f Ceylon 
Cape Comorin, and Com)' the ifland of Mada- as o f Ruffia.

the
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the fea of China, and the neceflity he was under of making Mada- 

gafcar parallel to the coaft of Zanguebar.
It is with concern that I mention thefe errors, in which the 

author o f the Periplus is involved, and upon account of which I am 

conitrained to allow his want of information in every thing beyond 
this point, and to confine myfelf within the boundary of his know­

ledge, which mud be fixed at Ceylon.

Srrabo fuppofes Ceylon not to be lefs than Britain, and Jofephus 

conceives Britain not lefs than the reft of the habitable world : thefe, 
indeed, are expreffions at random ; but what fhall be faid of the 

amplification145 of Ptolemy, who makes its
Miles.

Length - - - - - -  i>°5°
Breadth - - - - -  700
Circumference -  -  - -  2,450

H e does not, indeed, extend it towards Africa; but he carries the 
extreme fouthern point more than two degrees fouth of the equator, 
which in reality is little fhort of fix  degrees in northern latitude.
His errors defcended much later than could have been luppofed; 
for Marco Polo196 mentions this ifland as two thouland four hundred 
miles in circuit; and adds, that it had formerly been three thoufand 
fix hundred, but* part o f it had been fwallowed up by tempeft and 
inundation. And even fo late as fixty years before the difcovery 
o f Gama, Nicola di Conti fuppofes the circumference to be two

m  Strabo, p. 130. Camden’s Britannia, o f M. Polo defcends from Ptolem y; for he 
pref. lxxviii. See Pytbeas Polyb. iv. 6:uj. fays, this is the in the mariners’ maps, of 
40,000 lladia. • India Had Ptolemy feen fuch a map ? or

*>s D ’ Anville obferves, that this amplifies- had the Mahomedans introduced the maps of 
tion is as 14 to 1. Ptolemy into India?
* 396 I am not certain that the amplification

3 n  thoufand

' ^ 3}
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..thoufand miles. Now what is mod extraordinary in this is, .that 

bothI9r thefe travellers mud have feen the ifland. itfdf, and mud 

have failed beyond it, if  not ,round it.

M y  purpofe in producing thefe fa&s is not to expofe the errors 
o f thofe who have preceded me on the fubjedt, but to Ihew how 
uncertain all information is, when grounded upon report. And 

yet, in the midft o f this darknefs, Ptolemy’s information was fuch 

as, m one inftancc, to confirm the rank which he lb defervedly 
holds in preference to others, for he gives the names of places 
more corredlly, and more conformably to modern intelligence, than 
appear in any other author, Greek, Latin, or Arabian. T his is a 
merit peculiar to him, not only here, but in the remoteft and lead 
known regions of the w orld : it proves that his inquiries were made 
at Alexandria o f merchants or mariners, who had actually vifited 
the countries he deferibes; but that they had not the means of 

giving true pofitions, becaufe they had neither inftruments for ob- 
fervation, or the compafs to mark their courfe. T h e North Polar 

■ Star was not vifible; and if  they failed by the Canobus in the 
louthern bemsfphere, as Ptolemy aflerts they did, that ftar is not 
within fifteen degrees o f the Pole, and would give occafion to a 
variety of midakes. Still, under all thefe d Had vantages,, it is fome- 

thing to have procured names that we can recognize; and thefe 
names at once put an end to the difpute formerly agitated among 
the learned, whether the Taprobana o f  the ancients were Ceylon or 

Sumatra, T h ey prove likewise, that fome merchants, or travellers, 

had reached the capital and interior o f the ill and. By them the 
capital was found where Candy now is, and called Maa-grara-

;?7 Not Nicolas di Conti, \mlefs upon his return.

mum,

33  M
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mum’ 95, the great city, or metropolis, which was placed on the river 
Ganges, ftill called the Ganga, Gonga, or Ma-vali-gonga, the great 
river o f Bal'r", which flows to Trincomalee. The Hamallel moun­
tains, among which is the Pike of Adam, are likewife laid down 
relatively in their proper pofltion, and called Male, the Sanfcreet 
term for mountains; and above ail, Anuro-grammum 300 is preferved 
in Anurod-borro, or Anurod-gurro, a ruin found by Knox, while 
he was efcaping to the coaft; which, he fays, lies ninety miles 
north-weft from Candy, and in a pofltion correfpondent with the 
account of Ptolemy. He found here three ftone bridges; the re­
mains of a pagoda or temple, fuch as no modern Ceylonefe 3°' could 
build; and many pillars, with ftone-wharfs on the river Malwat- 
ouwa. Sindocand® is another name exprefling .the mountains of 
the Hingoos, the name by which the natives call themfelves; and 
Hingo-dagul is their name for Candy; for Candi is a hill or fortrefs 
on a mountain ; and Hingo dagul, the city of the Hingoos, per­
verted by corruption into Chingoo-lees301, by which name they are 
at prefent known to the Europeans fettled on the coaft303..

563 Thcfe facts are collected from Paolino, not wealthy or powerful enough to fupport 
Knox, Ribeyro, Major Rennell, and parti- the expence ; and perhaps the impulfe o f fu- 
cularly d’ Anville. Antiq; de l’ Inde, p. ij o . perftition has not energy enough to require 

199 Bali occurs fo repeatedly in Ceylon, it 
that there is reafon to think that Palatogoni 3CI For the whole of this, fee Knox’s Hif- 
in Pliny, is not a Greek compound, but ex- t&ry o f Ceylon. He- was feized after /hip- 
preffea-the defeendants, or fervants, of Bali. wreck, and detained 25 years a prifoner. H e 

300 Gramma fignifies a city, iri Sanfcreet. po/Te/Ted the language ; and though he may 
Paolino, p. 250. Knox, p. 6. Borro, boor, have his errors, is highly worthy o f credit as 
poor, and goor, have the fame meaning. sn author of integrity, principles, and religion.

3tI Knox, pp 72. 80. The natives o f Hin- 303 D rAnville likewife mentions the wild 
doftan, the peninfula, or Ceylon, are not de- country on the fouth, where elephants are ftill 
fkient in /kill, art, or power, to execute inch found, with other refemblances; but thefe are 
works as are found here, or at Elephanta, qr fnfficient to prove the fadt for tvhich they art 
at Elore. But the Plindoo governments are adduced.

3 n 2 Eochart
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Bochart has many other names, in which he finds a refembiance.; 
and thnff who know the country, by redding in*lty. might difcover 
more j but I have conhned myfelf to fueh as are incontrovertible ; 
and thefe are fufficient to raife our aftomfhmept, how a geographer 

could obtain fo much knowledge of a country, without being able 
to afeertain its dimenfions or pofition.

•'tolemy lias fliU another particular which is very remarkable ;  for 
as he places the northern point of his Taprobana, oppofite to a pro­
montory named KCru, fo lias he an ifland Koru between the two, 
and a Tala-Corx on Ceylon; and K ory, he adds, is the fame as Cab 

ligicum. This is denied by d’Anville, who leparates the two capes, 
and makes K ory, the point of the continent, at Ramiferain ; and 
fuppofes Kalligicum to be Kalymere, or Kallamedu. This may be 
true or not, but it carries us away from the intention o f the author; 
for Ptolemy has nothing to correfpond with the northern head o f 
Ceylon, now called Point Pedro3D*; but he makes his Boreum, or 
northern cape, erroneoufly indeed, oppofite to K o ry ; and his three 
Korys on the continent, on the intermediate 4 ft and and on Ceylon, 
are in perfect correfpondence with circumftances a&ually exifting.

The expedition of Ram to Ceylon, and his victory over Rhavan,
,cr Rhaban, king of that ifland, is one of the wildeft fables of Hindoo 
m ythology; but he palled into the ifland at the ftrait, fince called, 
by theMahornedans, Adam’s 3"  Bridge. The whole country round,

;in confequence of this, preierves the memorials o f his conqueft.
There is a Ramanad-burara ©n the continent dole to the bridge; a

^  1  cllipelli ig more northerly than Point communication v, ith the continent by means 
Pedro j but, lying out e f  the cunrft of the o f  this bridge. Eitpham.; might have been 
voyage, is ftldom noticed. imported, but a cargo o f tigers is not pro

The exigence of tigers,and other noxious babie. 
animals, iu Ceylon, altnoft proves an aboriginal

R  ami- 
12
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Rami-ceram, or country of Ram, the ifland clofe to the continent; 
a Point Rama, on the continent. The bridge itfelf, formed by the 
fhoals between Rami-ceram and Manar, is Rama’s Bridge; and in 
Rami-ceram is Raman-Koil, the temple of Ram. This Koil or 
temple is undoubtedly the origin of Koru j and the repetition of 
it three times in Ptolemy, is in perfed correfpondence with the 
various allufions to Ram at the prefent day. Koru is likewife 
written Kolis 306 by Dionyfius, and the natives called Koniaki, Ko- 
liki, and Koliaki, by different authors. This fluctuation of ortho­
graphy will naturally fuggeft a connection with the Kolkhi of Pto­
lemy and the Periplus, which both of them make the feat o f the 
Pearl Fifhery; and if Sofikoore be Tuta-corin, as d’Anville fuppoles, 
the relation o f Kolkhi to that place wall lead us naturally to the 
vicinity of Ramana-Koil; for Tuta-corin was the point where the 
Dutch prefided over the fifhery while it was in their hands, and 
maintains the fame privilege now under the power of the Englifh.
But Koil, whether we confider it, with Ptolemy, as the point o f the 
continent, or feek for it on the ifland o f Ramiferam307, is fo near, 
and fo intimately connected with Manar, the principal feat of the 
fifhery, that there can be little hefitation in affigning it to the Kolkhi 
o f the ancients. Whether there be now a town of confequence 
either on the continent or the ifland, I am not informed; but that

Paolino fuppofes Kolis to be Covalam ; the belt account o f the two iflanch, the (traits, 
but Dionyfius evidently makes Kolis the fame and Adam’s Bridge, that I have yet feen. 
as KSru : Uoriiif ffpoirafoiS* xoXurtis . . .  KaXiaJo,-, There does not appear any town cr any build- 
y.‘ {*! Vxoio . . .  XwKfJSim. ings on this iiland, except thofe about the

>n See the account of Ramifur and Manar, pagoda. The conflux o f pilgrims is immenfe. 
in Capt. Mackenzie’s Narrative,. A f. Re- Coil, in the Tamul language, figuilies a tem- 
fcarches, vol. vi. p. 425.; a paper which gives pie. P . 427.

Koil,

»
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Koil, arid Kells, and Kolkhi, and Kalli-gioumsc#, are related, I have 

no doubt.

The K olkhi of Ptolemy is on the coaft, indeed, previous to a 
river called Solen ; and inch a river appears in Rennelfs Map, with 
the name of Sholavanden applied to a town on its bank; or Solen309 
may be the Greek term which fignifies a ihell-fifh, alluding to the'
Pearl Fiflhery in the neighbourhood; If therefore we adhere to 
Ptolemy, the iflTue of this river would give the pofition of Kolkhi 
to a certainty; but the defeription o f the Periplua would lead us 
dire&Iy to Koil, on the ifland Rami-ceram; for it is there faid, that 
the Bay of Argalus fucceeds immediately next to Kolkhi; Now 
the Argalus o f the Periplus is the Orgalus of Ptolemy, which he 
places inftantly fubfequent to his promontory Koru ; and if  w e 
luppofe this promontory to be the extreme point of the continent 
north of Rami-ceram, which it is, we obtain the pofition o f the 
Kolkhi of the Periplus, without a doubt. The ifland Koru o f Pto­
lemy is placed at a dilknce from the main, erroneoufly, as all his- 
iflandsare; but.as it is certainly the fame as Rami-ceram; and Rami- 
ceram is feparated from the continent only-by a narrow channel, the

>  For Kalligtcum, Salmafius reads few*-, this fide of the (trait neared"the continent’
'  PHn.Es.p. 1113 . And he addi1, Praster alia called Chanqne, carried on along a range called i.

itac re ntoveor, K&Xfjytj vel veterutn, the L ow  or Fla. Ifland... Fhe rivci. as d A n ­
die recentiorutn Kot.Kouf. And yet, ((range! villc has obferved, divides inland, and tails 
lie thinks the Kolkhi of the Periplus to be into the fea by two.mouths— one oneach fide 
Cochin. o f K6m . D ’Anville, Antiq. d el’ Inde, p.

w Solen, in its original fenfe, is a pipe or Af. Refearches, vol. ti. p. 426. Chanquo, 
flute, which the oblong imifcle may be (tip- the native term.for the pearl oyfler, according 
pofed to reprefent, but not the pearl oyfter. to Salmafius, is derived from Concha, and re- 
Perbaps this mufde was found in the river, ceived from the Greek, and Roman traders.- 
without relation to the fifhery. I  learn from 1129.
Capi. Mackenzie, that there is a Miery on

ifland
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ifland Koru and the cape Kora may therefore have been brought 
into one. I certainly think that Koru, Ivolis, Kolkhi, and Koil, aic 
the fame; but I am not fo much led by the name, as by the pofition 
affigned to Kolkhi in the Periplus, immediately preceding the Bay 

of Argalus.
M y own dedudions on this queftion, I muft confefs, are contrary 

to Ptolem y; and his authority has induced d’Anville, Rennell, and 
Robertfon, to affume Kilkhare which is at the mouth of the river.
It is but reafonable to conclude, that the concurrence.of witnefles fo 
eminent will prevail againft the evidence of the Periplus, and any 
thing I have to offer in its favour. Still, however, it is juft to ftate 
the queftion fairly, and leave the determination to thofe who may 
chufe to fcrutinize it more precifely. On one point all teftimonies 
agree j which is, that Kolkhi cannot be Coleche, as I aolino with 
much confidence afferts; for it is impoffible that it Ihould be to the 

weft of Cape Comorin.
From the fifhery we may proceed to the ifland itfelf; and the 

moft diftind knowledge we have of Ceylon from the ancients, is 
found in Cofmas Indicopleuftes, whofe narratives are as faithful as 
his philofophy is erroneous. He tells us honeftly, that he was not 
at Ceylon himfelf, but had his account from Sopatrus, a Greek, 
whom he met at Adooli, but who died five-and-thirty years pre­
vious to his publication 3,°. This affords us a date of fome import­
ance ; for it proves that the trade, opened by the Romans from 
Egypt to India dired, continued upon the fame footing from the 
reign of Claudius and the difeovery of Hippalus, almoft down to 
the year 500 of our era; by which means we come within three 
hundred and fifty years of the Arabian Voyage publiftied by Re-

3,0 Montfaucon fixes the la ft date o f Cofmas’s publication in 535.

naudot,
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mudot, and have but a Email interval betw een the limits of ancient' 
geography and that of the modems,

Sopatrus, a® Ids name teftifies, was a G r e e t ; arid 1 Have not yet 
n v- with the name of a fingle Roman engaged in this trade31'.. 
Perhaps the jealoufy of the emperors, which did not allow Roman 
citizens to enter Egypt without per mi Hi on, had' iik^wife forbidden 
them to embark in thefe fleets. But. the intelligence derived from 
Sfipatrm is fo perfedly confdrent with g H  that has hitherto been 
adduced, and fo-correfpondent to the Arabian accounts, which com­
mence only three hundred and fifty years later, that it carries with- 

it every mark of. veracity that can be required. Tor Coftna® reports,, 
from the teftimony of Sopatrus::;

I, That the Taprfifiana of the Greeks is the Sieli-dfba o f the 

H indoos; that i t  lies beyond the Pepper Coaft, or Malabar j and 
that there is a grea4 number of fmalbiflands [the Maldives] in its 
neighbourhood, which are fupplied with frefh water, and produce 
the cocoa-nut in abundance. The cocoa-nuts he calls Argellta; and 
Argel, or Nargel, 1 am informed, is the Arabic name of the cocoa- 
palm tree, He adds, that it is- nine hundred miles In length and. 
breadth, which he deduces from a native meafure o f three hundred 
gaudia; but if gaudia are codes, his eftunation o f  them is in excels y , 
for three hundred codes are ihort o f five hundred miles— a compu­
tation too large indeed for the ifland, but frill'more moderate, than, 
that of the geographers previous or fubfeqnent.

I I . He acquaints us next, that there were two kings on the ifland:: 
one called the King of the H yacinth3‘", that is, the country above-

w f l«  freshman of Piocanuts, who reached he was huafeli probably aKbemisof Olaodhis.
Ceylon in the reign of Claudius, was not a 3“ The ruby of Ceylon is proverbial. Fao-■
Roman, arid Plocamtis is not a Rotfifti name: lino, dedication. Pliny, xxsvii. 4).

the
*
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the Ghauts, where the ruhy and other precious ftones were found j 
and a fecond king, poflefied of the remainder, in which was the har­
bour and the -mart, that is, the low country on the coaft, where, 
in different ages, the Arabians, the Portuguefe, Dutch, and Eng­
lish, have been eftablifhed. On the coaft alfo, he fays, there were 
Chriflians from Perfia, with a regular Chriftian church, the priefts 
and deacons of which were ordained in Perfia; that is, they were 
Neftorians, whofe catholicos refided at Ctefiphon, and afterwards at 
M oful: in fad, they were the fame as the Malabar Chriftians of 
St. Thomas, and occupied nearly the whole of the low country 
on the coaft, while the native fovereigns, above the Ghauts, were 
Hindoos.

III. Another particular we obtain is, that in the age of Sopatrus-,
Geylon was confidered as the centre of commerce between China 
and the Gulph of Perfia and the Red Sea. The Chinefe he calls 
Tzinitzes5,3; a moft remarkable term, exprefting the natives of the 
Cheen, or Ma-cheen, of the Arabs; that is, either the peninfula of 
Malacca, or China itfelf; moft probably the latter, becaufe he men­
tions the fame particulars as Ptolemy and Pliny afiign to the Seres; 
that they inhabit the country fartheft to the eaft, and that there is 
nothing but fea beyond it..

IV. The commodities obtained from China, or other places eaft 
of Geylon, or found 3 there, are, fill;3JS thread, aloes 31 fi, clove3, .

3,! T(virfct. caryophilla, fandaluni. canfora, Sc lignnm
w^Oo-a xura xuftx.r bet. aloes, quorum omnium rii.il imenitur in aliia
Ji' Msr*|w, read climaiibus. P . 38. But without any mention
3,6 So A 1 E d r ifli: Arom ata vero qua? in o f  cinnamon,, though he notices the emerald 

eodera Climate [C eylon ] reperiuntur, font and the ruby.

3^0 ,s and
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and faiidal-wood3'7. Thfefe articles are exchanged, with Male, or 
the Pepper Coaft ; or with Ka 11.tana [Tana], which fupplies in return 

brafs, lefamum-wood3’*, and cottons. Its.commerce Ukewife extends 

to the Sineus, where the caftor, rauik, and fpifcenard,- are foun d; 
and to the gulph of Perfia, to the coaft o f Arabia, and to Adooli ; 

while the feveral commodities o f thefe countries are again exported 
from Ceylon to the Eart

V . W e are next informed of the feveral ports of commerce, com­

mencing from the Indus, in the following order: Si-ndus, OVrc- 
th a ?'h K dliana, Sibor, and M ale; and if  it might be permitted to 

interpret thefe Scindi, Surat, Bombay or Tana, Canara, and lMa- 
labar, the Feriplus would be in perfect correfpondence with Cofmas 
and Sopatros. In M ale, or Malabar, he adds, there are five ports 
where pepper may be procured— Parti, Mangarooth, Salo-patan, 
Nalo-patan, and Fooda-patan. Mangarooth is generally fuppofed 

to be Mangaloor; and the three Patans, or towns o f Salo, Nalo, and 
Pooda, are fo evidently Malabar names, that it is highly probable 
thofe who are converfant in the native language o f the coal! may 
hill difeover them, however they have been fuperfeded by the more 

modern ports o f Calicut, Cochin, or Conlan,

V I, After this follow fome accounts, not equally correct or in­
telligible ; for we are informed, that Sielidiba is five time - twenty- 

four hours fail from the continent; and that on the continent is

J'J T£*»W»s» • I f  we fuppofe Orrotha related to the
** £wn*n«y* W hat this article means Oopara o f the PenpKts, it is moil probably

l  cannot, fay; but it is mentioned in the Pc- on the T ap ti, and equivalent to S u ra t; but 
ripl&s atfo, and is poffibly a corrupt reading there is a part o f G uzerai, near D iu , called 
in both. Soret. Orrot aud Sorrel are nearly allied

- ‘ Mar alio,
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Marallo, producing [pearl] o yfters; with Kaber, that affords the 

alabandenon 3*°. For Kaber and its produce, I have no interpreta­

tion. Marallo I fhould have fuppofed to be M an ar; but i f  it is 

upon the continent, it is M arawar. T he five d a y s311 Jfail m a y  be 

foftened, by fuppofing the departure from the laft port vifited in 

M alabar; but Handing as it does, it is erroneous. 

s V II. It is then mentioned that the king o f Ceylon fells elephants 

by their h eigh t; and an obfervation, that in India elephants are 

trained for war, while in Africa they are taken only for their ivory.

T h is is true on the eaftern coaft ; but the Ptolemies and Hannibal 

trained the African elephant for their armies. Another circum- 

ftance is noticed, which continues true to this day j which is, that 

the importation o f horfes from Porfia pays no duty. Cefar Fre­

derick mentions the fame on the coaft o f Canara, in his time ; and •
H yder A lii had his agents difperfed from the Indus to Arabia, to 

obtain a confant fupply for his numerous cavalry. 1  he horfe is 

faid not even to breed on the whole weftcrn fide o f the pcninfula; 
or if  by accident a foal is dropped, it is worth nothing.

V III. T h e laft circumftance I fhall notice is, a conference between 
the king o f Ceylon and Sopatrus, in prefence o f a Perfi&n, who had 

boafted o f the power o f his fovereign : w W ell ! Rom an,” fays the 

king, “  what have you to fay ?”  “  L o o k ,”  replied Sopratus, “  at

310 Voffius reads a^mov, which feems Pliny - - - 4 days,
unintelligible ; but he informs us it means Cofmas * * * 5
nutmegs o f Banda. W e are, however, at pro- T h e real tlillancc, where the jfland approaches 
fent on the coaft o f Coromandel. Hoffman neareft to the continent, is ftiort o f  50 tnilps ; 
fays, all merces barbarica; are fo called, as alfo from Cape Comorin to Columbo, about 180: —
toys and trifles. both too ftiort for any o f the ancient efti*-

311 Oneslcritus - - 20 days. mates.
Eratofthenes - - 7

3 0 2 .  “  the
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“  the coins o f Rome and Perfia : that o f the Roman emperor is o f 

«* gold, well wrought, fplendid, and beautiful; while that of Perfia 

c< is an ordinary filver drachma.”  The argument was conclufive; 

the Perfian. was difgraced, and Sopatrus was placed upon an elephant 

and paraded through the city in triumph. Vain as this eircual­

liance may appear, two extraordinary particulars attend i t ; for the 

king's addrefs to Sopatrus is, R o o m i  3l\  the term ufed in India to 

expreis any inhabitant o f thofe countries which once formed the 

Roman empire ; and the fecond is, that the Perfians o f that day 

aftually had no gold ,13 coin, while the coins o f Byzantium were 

the pureft and fine ft in the world.

But in addition to thefe various particulars, Cofmas has left alfo 

fome traces o f natural hiftory that do credit to his veracity ; tor he 
’ defcribes the cocoa-nut, with its properties; the pepper plant, the 

buffalo, the camelopard, the mufk animal, & c . ; but the rhinoceros, 

lie fays, he only faw at a diftance. T h e  hippopotamus he never faw, 
hut obtained only tome o f his teeth ; and the unicorn he never faw,

I f  Cofmas had not meant to give T h e  txclufiov o f  the Perfian coin is the very 
the very word o f the Ceylonefe, he would circumftance that took, p.ace upon this occa* 
have written Pwpeui. In India the T u rks are lion; and it fbomd ieem, that as the CJrotf»i 

- f  called Room i, as poffefiiug Conflantroople, the coins o f E afti ia, &c. Jiad been current when 
feat o f the Roman emperors. the merchant o f  the Periplus was at B anigaza,

,]J 1 cannot help tranfaibing the paflage as the Roman coin had now the preference, as 
I  found it b y  accident in Mafctni’s H iftory o f  the Imperial dollars, Venetian fequins, and 
the G erm ans: Spanifh piaftres, have had a fuperiority in

Monetam quids m argenteam Perfarutn R o t later tiroes. For the purity of the Roman 
arbitratu fuo cuderc confuevit. Atiream vero mint at uniftantinciplc, fee Clark on Coins, 
neipue ipfi, neque alii cuipiam Barbarorum Re- I  have fben the coins o f the fecond Perfian 
g i, quamvis auri domino, vultu propi io fignare dynafty in M . de S acy ’s account o f  them, and 
licet. Q uippe tjufmodi moneta comrnercio i f  1 recoiled! rightly, they have the head o f  
vel ipforum Barbaarrum excluditur. M afcou, the k in gs; but I  do not remember whether 
vol. ii. p 98. from Procopius, lib. iii. cap. 33. they are all filver.
See Cofmas alfo, p. 148.

but
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but as it was reprefented In brafs in the palace of the king of A byf- 
finia. I mention thefe circumftances to prove the fidelity of the 
traveller; for truth is as conspicuous in what he did not, as in what 
he did fee. And after this extract, fele&ed out of his voluminous 
work, if  nothing equally precife or fatisfadlory is to be collected out 

o f the Arabian writers, or Oriental accounts o f any fort, let it not 
be deemed prejudice or partiality, if  we prefer Greek or Roman 

authorities to all that can be found in any other ancient liiftory 
whatfoever.

One part o f the queftion has, however, eluded all my inquiries j 
which is, that I have not found the mention of cinnamon, as a 
native314 of Ceylon, in any author whatfoever. Iambulus, Pliny,

Diolcurides, Ptolem y3I5, the author o f the Periplus, and Cofmas, are 
all equally filerit on this head, and all derive their cinnamon and 
cafia either from Arabia or Mofyllon, or more efpecially from the 
Cinnamon Country, as they term it, on the eaftern coaft of Africa.
That the ancients obtained the beft and pureft cinnamon, we know 
from their defcription of i t ; and that beft fort grows no where but 
in Ceylon. That they might be deceived in regard to its origin, 
while they went only to Tyre, SabSa, or the coaft of Africa, is 

natural; but that they fhould not recognize it in Ceylon, when 

fome merchants went thither in the age of the Periplus, and in all

It  is mentioned by Matthioli, and in the ivory, tortoife-.fhell, and other articles; and 
preface to Ribeyro’s Hiftory of Ceylon (F r. here I fhould have e^iedled to find cinnamon, 
ed.), that Strabo notices cinnamon from Cey- if  the author had noticed it as a native o f the 
lpn, I have not found the pafiage ; but at ifland.
p. 63. I find the regio Ciunamomifera and 114 T h e language of Ptolemy is precifc: lie 
Taprobana joined under the fame parallel, fays rice, honey, ginger, the beryl, the ruby, 
which perhaps may have led to fuch a fuppo- gold, filver, and all other metals, elephants 
fition; and again, p. 72. but in the latter and tigers, are found in Taprobana; but does 
pafTage we have the produce o f Taprobana—  not mention cinnamon. P. 179- Paprobana.

3 fucceeding
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fbcceeding ages .lewa to the time of SOpatrus and Cofmas, is unac­
countable.

No voyagers, travellers, or writers, pretended to have vifited 
Ceylon perfonally, except iambulus and Sopaftrus. I know not 
how to excufe even S6patrus, who was only once there cafyally j 
but again!! Iambulus, who averted that he had refided in Ceylon 
(even years, the charge of fi&ion is alrnoft dired : no one could 
have been resident To long, without feeing cinnamon, the Laple of 
the iflaud; and that if  he had feen it, he ihould not have recorded 
it among the other particulars he detailed, is incredible j for the 
curiofity of Greece and Egypt was as much alive to this inquiry, as 
to any one that regarded the produce of the Eaft.

Diolcorides3,6 and Galen knew it not. Dionyiius, who lived 
under Auguftus, preferves the fable o f Herodotus, that birds brought 
it from uninhabited iHands. I do not pretend to have explored the 
whole range of antiquity on this fubjeft; but the fir ft mention of 
cinnamon, as the produce of Ceylon, that has occurred to me, is in 
the Scholiaft r’r of Dionyftus on this very paffage. Whether that

circumftance

316 Sec Mau..ioU ort Diofcorides, lib. i. Trajan, Adrian, Antonimw, Commoflus, and 
; « p p . l i ,  13. and p. 44- where the calia four £. verus; in all which acconata atgt a word is 

cinnamon) is faict to come from Arabia, and fo u r! reipedting its origin from Ceylon1: thofc 
the ancient cinnamon, or fprig o f the tree, who would examine it, as now cultivated in 
from Mofyllou. Caita is defcribtd by Theo- that illand, may eonfult Thun berg, vol. iv. 
phrafttis 370 years prior to Diolcorides; and 199.
by Herddotus, in feme degree. Strabo fays, ”Op»&is i ’ hif& t* aamra/r tbw «i«i» "KWh*
Arabia produces cafia, cinnamon, attd nard. p i i W awyeuriv/ muptipiM. Birds brought 
P. 7S3. Marthioli adds, p. 46. that Strabo from uninhabited iflauds the leaver. £rollsj] of 
likewile lays, cinnamon comes-frorn the ioutlv- unadulterated cinnamon. Upon this the Scho* 
ern, parts of India ; but I have not yet met Jiaft writes . . .  imiitm lift#  ?y«*» ta» *«fl' T»- 
with the paffage. Pliny follows Theophraftus. vfHS4m . I conclude from this patflige, that 
See alfo 'tile curious account ( p. 45.) that the Scholia are not by Euftathius; for the 
Galen give# of the cinnamon in polfdSon o f expreffion here is precife, But Euftathius

write*

H f
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circumftance will prove the early date o f that knowledge, or the 

low date of the Scholiaft, muft be left for others to determine. Sir 
William Jones has taken ample notice of this obfcurity, and remarks 
upon the Cinnamon Country o f the ancients in Africa, the limit ot 
their geography to the fouth, that it does not produce a {ingle fpe- 
cimen of this article in the prefent age, or in any former age, which 
can be afcertained. Baftard cinnamon is found in Malabar, and 
true cinnamon, though of an inferior quality, in Sumatra; perhaps 
alfo in other illands farther to the eaft; but that the befl growth 
has been conftantly in Ceylon, from all the evidence before us, is 

undeniable.
The fpice we now have, which is the kalia of the ancients, was 

certainly procured in A frica; and the teftimony of the Periplus is 
dire£t31\ that it grew  there. I Hate this with all its difficulties, 
which I cannot fo lve; but as there was a voyage conftantly per­
formed, from Barugaza to Africa, previous to the Greeks having 
any knowledge o f fuch an intercourfe, the only pofhble folution to 
be imagined is, that the merchants engaged in this commerce kept 
the fecret to themfelves : they imported it at Barugaza from Ceylon, 
and exported it to Sabea, where it was firft found by the traders 
from Egypt, by Solomon, and the Tyrians ; and in a later age, to 

-  the ports o f Africa, where they dealt immediately with the Greeks, 
without fuffering by the monopoly of the Sabeans. H ow fuch a

writes, a n  yfi'tmt . . . tut irtf) to ’Efu$f«iov r»%x and the Commentary o f Euftathius, p. 2^7*
TTfJieeyos; that is, the iflands in the Erythrean ed. O x, 1697, where the Scholiaft is deferibed,
Sea, which is general. Paraphrafis veteris Scholiaft* ex codice M S.

It  is not unworthy o f remark, that thefe nunc primum eruta. 
birds o f the poet attend Bacchus at his birth, JlS Periplus, p. 8. ’E» i - v n  ymcLreu K aa-ala.

in conformity with Herodotus; and their ap- And again, y im u i  I* avry  K a crcla . A n d  both 
pearance feems likewife to be in Arabia, from verbs appear precife ; for the imports from the 
the context. Sec Dionyfii Perieg. lin. 944.. Eaft are fpecified feparately.

fecret



4®« P E R1PLU S OF THE F .R Y T H R E A N  SEA.

lecret could be kept fo long a rime, or how the Greeks could be 
perfuaded that kafia grew in Africa, is, with fuch lights as we 
have, Infcrutable; but that it was not the produce of Africa, the 
general luffrage of all modem voyagers and merchants is fufficienfc 

to prove.
One circumftance worthy o f remark is flill to be eoniidered ;

■ which is, that the merchant of the feriplus mentions kafia only,, 
and never cinnamon. Cinnamon, as we have learnt from Galen, 
was a prefent for kings and emperors; but the kafia, the canna 
fiftula, or pipe cinnamon, which- we now have, was the only article 
o f merchandize in that age, as it flill continues. And now that 
Ceylon is in the hands of the Engliih, it would be no difficult 
matter to obtain the tender fpray of the four principal forts noticed 
by Thunberg, and compare them with the accounts of Theophraftus, 
Diol'corides, and Galen. As the fpecies which we have anfwer to 
. heir kafia, it is highly probable that, the fpray would anfwer to 
their cinnamon ; for that both were from the fame plant, or from 
different fnectes of the fame, there can be little doubt, as Galen 
acquaints us, that in the compofuion of medicines a double 139 por­
tion of kafia anfwered' the fame purpofe as a fingle one o f china*, 
mon : and that both entered into the theriac which lie prepared for 
the emperor Severus.

Stich Is the account that has appeared'neceflary to be dated rela­
tive to the ancient fituation of this celebrated ifland. The modern 
hiftory of it may be obtained from Baldeus, Valentine, Knox, Ri- 
beyro, Harris, Hugh Bovd Le Beck ; Captains Mahoney, Colin

* M a t t e l i ,  p. 47. p. 3 3 .; H i B oyd’s, in the Ind. An. Regiiler
*»■  Mahony’s, L e  Beck's, and M ‘ Kenaic’s 179 9: they are ail valuable, and vorth con*

* Narratives, are in the A  da tie Refeatches, fulling,
vol, vn. p. 425. vol. v. p. 393. and vol, vii.

M ‘Kenfies

J  A 9
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M ‘Kenfie,. and Pcrcival. And I cannot conclude my commentary 
on the Periplus without pleafure from the refle&ion, that the valu­
able commerce o f this ifland is now in the poffeffion of Britain j or 
without expreffing a raoft anxious wiih, that the country deemed a 
terreftrial Paradife by the Oriental writers— the repofitory o f cinna­
mon, cloves, betel, camphor, gold, fdver, pearls, rubies, and the 
other mofl precious commodities of the world— may find protection, 
happinefs, and fecurity, under the Britilh government. And may 
the expulfion o f the Mahomedans, Portuguefe, and Hollanders, be 
an admonition to us, that conqueft obtained by arms can alone be 
rendered permanent by equity, juftice, and moderation!

*

,  *

3 *
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T H E  fir fl' place that fucceeds after leaving Kolkhi, is the Bay 
A'rgalus % conneaed with a diftrid inland [o f the fame name].

Here, and here only, all the pearls obtained in the fithery at the 
ifland of Epiodorus1 are* [allowed to be] perforated (a) [and pre­
pared for market]. H ere alfo are to be purchafed the fine muflins 

called Ebargeitides(f). ‘ p roceed;ng

R E M A R K S .

M  T his w ould be in the modern diftri<3 o f M arawar, poflibly the Marallo o f 
Cofm as- Tutacorin, the place where the market is now kept, and the pearls taxed, 
is in T b iv e lli ,  weft o f Rami-ceram. T h e  earlieft modern accounts agree m T uta­
corin while the power was in the native government-, the Portuguefe, D utch, and 
M  have continued it there. Both Provinces, in the age o f the 
in the kingdom of Pandion; and the Bay o f A'rgalus was nearer Madura t ^  capital 
than Kolkhi, or Sofikoore. T h is was a fufficient reafon why the market fhould be

rather on the eaft, than the weft fide of Ramt-ceram.
(b) Salmafius reads Z m u f l i n s  fprinkled wrth pearls. Hudfon, &

Plim Ex u 73 . which, notwithftanding the pearls bored at Argalus, f e e m s ^ h l y

. . .  , N ° 4 ThoMUTca is the reading o f Salmafius,
* n f ^ 0? ,tV ■ XÛ ‘  which ought rather to be T h e text
- Written in Ptolemy, ftand8 T(f0rfrT«t) for which, perhaps, n f , ™

Q!nUS A ^ rlcu s ’  might be fhuftituted. B ut perforat.on .s

S lA fg .d c .; .  tc th* "»*“* ’' ta  k
•• Manar. BV-

3 p 3
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Proceeding from Pence, the moft confpicuous of all the marts arnf 
anchorages on the coaft are Kamara (<.), Podooka, and Sopatma. T o  
thefe the traders from Limurike \ and the other provinces north0 
of Limurike, refort; and in thefe marts are found the native veffels-

which
RE MA R K S .

dubious. If wc were to examine a catalogue of muffins at an India file* we (boukt 
find many names more Orange than Ebargeitides, derived either from die manu- 
ta&ures, or the place where procured-

(c) vVhere to fix any of thefe three places is mere conjefture; our courfe is ftill 
eafl, according to the Periplus; but i f  Kamara be the Chaberis Emporium of Pto­
lemy, as Mercator fuppofes, his Podooka is d ill higher up the coaft, and our courfe 
ought to be tibrdt-eaft { and if his Manarpha be Maliarpha, or Meliapoor, (hat place 

. is the St. 1 home ol Madras j in which cafe Podooka m ull be fixed fo me where on the 
coall between the c.avery and Madras, but where, it is impoffible to determine. 
Sopatma ts not noticed by Ptolemy. Soro-patma would be the town o f the Start?* 
with fo me aliufion to the Sorse of Ptolemy and to Coromandel 5 but it is all con­
jecture j and yci, notwithstanding this obfeurity, we have manifeftly a trade here 
deferihed, regularly carried, on by native traders, between Malabar and Coromandel,, 
without the 1 aft notice o f Greeks being concerned in it. W e have att'account that 
the fipecie brought by the Greeks to Canara, finally fettled on the other fide of the 
peninfuia ; and as we know that in all ages the commerce of India cannot be carried 
on. without fpecie, fo we fee here its regular progrefs to the eaftward. W e arc in­
formed alfo,. that the exports of Egypt .to Canara, and the produce of Canara itfelf, 
went by the lame conveyance to Coromandel; and that the principal articles in return 
v,..ra the muffins, as they are at this day: the merchants from Gufcerat and Concan 
partook in this trade, and pofiibly thofefrom  Sdndi. In the whole of this, without 
bring able t0 Ipt'ciiy particular places, we have a general piiftdre of Indian commerce, 
fo conformable to the accounts of the Arabs, and of the Pottugtiefe upon their 
firft arrival on the coaft, that we want no further evidence to perfuadc us, that 
ti\e commerce of India; was as vigorous antecedent to Liftory, ns it is Stated at the 
moment that hrftory commences. The different forts of veilcls cbriftrnfted in 
thefe ports are like wile eorrefpondent to modern accounts; the. raoijoxyla are ftill

in
VOTES. .. : ■

5 Canara* ‘  Barogdza of Guzerat, Ariake. or Concan.

Pi ' 1 . • ■ .
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which make coafting voyages to Lim urike— the monoxyla o f the 
large ft fort, called fangara, and others ftyled colandiophonta, which 
are veffels o f great bulk, and adapted to the voyages made to the 

Ganges and the Golden Cherfonefe.
T o

R E M A R K S .

in ufe, not canoes, ns they are fometimes improperly rendered; bat w ith their 
foundation formed o f a fingle timber, hollowed, and then raifed w ith tiers of planking 
till they w ill contain 100 or 150 men. Veffels o f this fort are employed in the 
intercourfe between the tw o co a fts; but the kolandiophonta, built for the trade to 
M alacca, perhaps to China, were exceedingly large and (tout, refembling probably 
thole deferibed by M arco Polo and Nicola di Conti. Barthema* likewife mentions 
veffels o f this fort at Tarnafari (Mafulipatam ?), that were of 1000 tons (dolia ?) bur­
then (lib. vi. c. r 2. Grynteus), defigued for this very trade to M alacca. T h is is the 
more remarkable, as d’A nville fixes the Maefolia of P to k n jy  at M afulipatam ; and 
Ptolem y’s point o f departure for Khruse, or M alacca, a t the Godavery, twenty-fix 
leagues only to the north. From thefe circumftances there is great reafon to conclude 
that he is right.; for Barthema had come from the Straits o f Manar to Puleachat, 
north of M adias, and then proceeded to Tarnafari, where he embarked for Bengal,
P egu, and M alacca. H ow  extraordinary, then, is the correfpondence o f  the Periplus 
w ith  the modern courfe o f  thefe navigators, from the Straits o f M anar to the Car­
natic ! and from the Carnatic, palling the wild tribes o f-O riffi ((till favage) between 
the Godavery and the G a n g e s; and then proceeding to M alacca, or the Golden 
Cherfonefe ! Still however, w ith all this accuracy, he is in the fame error with 
Ptolem v, carrying the whole courfe eaft till he reaches Defaienu 01 O rilla, and then 

giving it a northerly direction to the Ganges.
T h e  other veffels employed on the coaft o f M alabar, as Trappaga and Kotum ba, it 

is not neceflary to deferibe : they have ft'ill in the Eaftern O cean germs, trankecs, 
dow s, grabs, galivats, praams, junks, champans, & o. names w hich have all been- 
adopted by the Europeans, and w hich it i6 no more requifite to difiinguifh, than to 
explain our own brigs, fnow s, fchooners, floops, or cutters, to the Idindoos. But 
the mariners aboard the Indian veffels I have looked-for in vain: neither Greeks or 
A ra b s  are mentioned ; but as the manners and religion of the Hindoos exclude not 
foreigners from their country, it may be prefumed that their feamen were always 
foreigners, poffibly M alays, or even Chinefe ; for that the Hindoos themfelves never 
ufed the fea, is almoft indubitable. T h e whole voyage appears to have been made

6  b y
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T o thefe marts Hkewife are brought all the articles preparedT [hi 
Egypt] for the market of Lim urikd; and almoft all the fpede, of 
which Egypt is continually drained by it* trade with Limurikd, 
finally Centres in this coaft*, as well as all the produce of Limurikd
it  ft; If.

From the coaft-9, as the courfe o f the navigators tends to the eaft 
round the countries which fucceed, the ifland, now called Palaifi- 
moondus, but formerly Taprobana, lie* out in the open K lea to the 
weft {d); the northern part of which is civilized, and frequented by

vejteis
REMARKS-

by coafting, and £o it continued when we 'Silt meet with Arabs in thefe fcas; which 
is the more remarkable, as the monfoon was known, and made life o f between Africa 
and India; and the fame monfoon prevails to the eaft, as well as to the weft o f Cape
Comorin.

1 do not find the Tarnafari of Barthema in the modern maps: it might list between 
Puleachat and Bengal. Bat the peculiarity is, that there is an iiland Tanaferam on 
the coaft of Siam, and the great river Co called. T.ma-fcra/n is Regio Deliciarum,
VoiTius ad Melam, Jib. iii. 7.

Mr. Marfden mentions the veifels that come regularly from Telingana, between th e  
Godavery and Kiftaa, to *cheen, at this day. This trad  anfwers fufficiently for the 
port affirmed -by Ptolemy, for the paffage to Khruse, and for the Tarnafari o f Bar­
thema j but does not determine the fituation : it feeros, however, to befpeak the fame
trade. Mavfden’s Sumatra, p. 312-

it/) The better knowledge of this pafiage which I have now obtained, obliges me 
to recall the argument which I had advanced on the meaning of S<W, in the diflem - 
tion on P* *7* 1 now uoderftand that the ifland lies to the' weft as

you fail to the eajl from Ceylon.
N O T E S .

t »Esf vm Jufvftxfo qua: in Limy- trail to the WtfoAU, or toafi of Malabar. In
riea dabo.anmr. Hud&n. But then it fhoiild Ptolemy, Paralia Sore-tanum ; and Sore is 
be b t  ~ Core, Coro-mandel. Coro-mandalarn of Pao-

“ .Respraterea omnia gcaeris. Hud- lino, the Millet Country. See d’Anviile, A n ­
ion. But ‘'s ufed repeatedly in the Pc- tiq 127.
j-’plua for fpecte. ”  »sAay»s iaxtirw.

« nx;a.\t«, the c o a jl of Coromandel, in con*

e A > u<
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veflels equipped with marts (e) and fails. The ifland itfelf [is fo 
large, that it] extends aim oft to the oppofite coaft of Azania [in 
Africa]. Here pearls, precious 11 ftones, fine muflins, and tortoile- 

fhell, are to be obtained.
[But returning now to the eoaft, above Kamara, Podooka, and 

Sopatma, lies] Mafalia, a diftr'nrt which extends far inland. In this 
country a great quantity of the fineft muflins are manufactured .
And from Mafalia the courfe lies eaftward, acrofs a bay, to Defa-« 
rent?, where the ivory is procured of that fpecies 3 called Bofare.

Leaving.

R E M A R K S .

(e) I  conclude that this means, they were veflels adapted to diftant
voyages, eaft or weft, in contradiftinAion to the fangara and monoxyla, employed 
only on the coaft ; and the text of Strabo confirms this opinion : TwitfC&m. .  . Siej£«»
oi Tr,; 7T?.yv yfjtffwv £1X0(71, aXXa xaxoTrXo£~y t«; vauf, tyoeuXuis fxty Î iotettoivî vx̂ , jC5ETE{7JCEUa<rp.:V»,
it lyx.otXiaiv pyiTpw The veflels here meant are the monoxyia, buiit from
the bottom without ribs, ill equipped with fails, and heavy failers. In thefe veflels it 
was twenty days fail from the continent to Ceylon, but in others only feven : both 
diftances are in excefs, but they are palliated by Voflius, who fuppofes the diftance 
to be meafured from Covalam in Travancoor, to Pointe du Gatie in Ceylon, as Pliny 
places the port o f Ceylon on the fouth fide of the ifland. Pliny has likewife a refer- 
ence to Strabo, when he fpeaks of twenty days fail from the Pr,ifn to Ceylon, in th e 
paper-fhips ofEgypt, and feven in the Greek veflels. Prafii is evidently a corrupt- 
reading 5 and how far paper-fhips, or fliips cofnpofed of the biblos, fliould venture on 
thefe voyages, is dubious. That they were ufed on the Nile is true : Radicibus 
papyri incolx pro ligno utuntur. Ex ipfo quidem papyro navigia contexunt. (Plin.- 
lib. xiii. 2. & v. 22. See Salmaf. 1.110.) It is likewife to be noticed, that 'lr»****o«.
/x'toK is a reading of Salmafius for vfaaieuttrlw, in the Bafil edition; but Voflius reads it 
to ttXsiov Iwoctti'v̂ , they perform it generally in twenty days. This correction accords with 
Pliny, and approaches nearer to the text, corrupted as it ftands ; in fa£t, Salmafius- 
.takes *Ir«nrnn»*ij*frwj from Strabo, and Voflius iimm.

MOTES.

" Tranfparent. rhinoceros, or karkandatru in the fame eoan»-
» Ttitncu* try- P- > 7~
13 The Arabs of Renaudot mention the

■ * ’ ■
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Leaving Delar&Be the coarfe is northerly, pafling a variety of 
barbarous tribes; one of which is ftyled .Kirrhad.se, a favage race, 
with nofcs flattened to the face, Another, tribe- are the Bargoofl; 
and others { / ) , diftirtguilhed by the projection of the face like that 
of the horfe, or by its length 14 from the forehead to the chin ; both 
which tribes arc fad to be cannibals.

After palling tliefe, the courfe turns again to the eaft, and failing 
with the co a ft on the left, and the fipa.cn. the right, you arrive at 
the Ganges, and the extremity of the continent towards the eaft, 
called Khrusd [or the Golden Gherfonefe].

The Ganges is the largeft river o f India: it has an annual in-* 
creafe and decreafe, like($ j the N ile; and there is a mart on it of 
die .fame name, through which pafles a confiderable traffic, contiiting 
of the Gapgetic (/j) fpikenard, the Gangetic muffins, which are the 
fineft manufacture of the fort, pearls, and betel.

In this province alfo there is laid to be a gold mine, and a gold 
coin called Kelt is (r).

Immediately
REMARKS.

( f )  Whenever an author arrives at the Country of Monfters and Anthropophagi,
I conclude he is at the end of his knowledge: anthropophagi, however, there are. Hill 
faid to he in the Andaman Ifiands, and the fa£t is certainly proved in N ew  Zealand; 
but the varieties of the.human fpccies, with horfes’ heads, with tails, or w ith heads 
which grow beneath their {boulders, ftill remain to be difcovCred. Or the Kiirrhadte, 
or Dcf.ueue, I have found nothing ; but I place the latter ir? Orifla. The ivory called 
Bofare may be the horn of the rhinoceros, much coveted in the Ball, and the animal 
is fomeumes called Bft* poKK* .̂, Bos unicornis.

(g) The folftitial rains produce the fame e tie ft  on both rivers.
($) See the catalogue. the regular jpportation o f this odour, is from the

. Ganges or Bengal, whither it is to this day brought from Thibet.
0  W c have no account of a gold m ine; but a gold coin called Kalteen, or Kar- 

teen, is dill known in Bengal. A f. R ef. vol. v. p. 269.

s o r t .
’* 'iz#Unr(*niWf par.?ewfwwmt, ' • ’
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Immediately after leaving the Ganges, there is an ifland in the 
ocean called Khruse (k) or the Golden,s Ifle, which lies directly under 
the rifing fun, and at the extremity of the world towards the eaft.
This ifland produces the fineft tortoife-lhell that is found throughout 
the whole of the Erythrean Sea.

But ftill beyond this, immediately under the north (/), at a cer­
tain point 16 where the exterior fea terminates ,7, lies a city called

Thina,
REMARKS.

(k) Khruse Is mentioned as an ifland by Mela, Dionyfius, & c. as a Cherfonefe by 
Ptolemy. It may be Ava, P egu, or Siam, for they were all ollentatious o f gold ; but, 
placed as it is here, next to the Ganges [xar’ auTov rm vroT*fMv], ,its pofition muft be 
erroneous. Ptolem y is more correct in fixing the Kirrhadte in this fituation, whom 
our author mentions previous to the G a n g es; for Kirrhadte bears fome refemblance 
to the Hidrange or Kadrange o f the Arabs, which feems to be A rracan } and if  A r- 
racan may be extended to comprehend the little diftrift of Chitagong, it is conti­
guous to the Ganges, or rather to the M egna. Ptolem y adds, that the bed betel is 
procurable in this province (fee D iffertalion); and it is from hence that the Sefatae, 
or Befadse, who are the Tartars o f Lafla or Thibet, carry that article to the northern 
provinces o f China.

(/) This ftrange palfage I have rendered literally, but it is unintelligible without a 
comment. {Under the north] implies the fame as is repeated afterwards, under the 
Lejfer Bear. [W here the fea terminates outwards] intimates the exiftence o f a circum­
ambient ocean, like the M are Tenebrofum o f  the Arabian geographers; to compre­
hend which, we muft imagine the Golden Cherfonefe the laft region eaft o f the known 
w orld ; but ftill that there is an ocean beyond it, furrounding the whole earth, and 
that Thina lies inland, in a country that is wafhed by this ocean. T h is notion, en­
tangled as it is by an erroneous fituation, and confufed expreflion, ftill intimates, ifl 
accordance with Mela and P lin y, that Thina is the laft country o f the known world, 
and that there is nothing beyond it but the fea. I f  the author had an idea o f  a fphere, 
this fea would extend to Spain, which is Strabo’s conception ; if  he thought the earth 
a flat furface, this fea is the ocean that furrounds it.

NOTES.

,s The Golden Continent and the Golden ,e "Ei; Zivvv nv* totw. is an infertiori
Ifland are evidently diftinct here, as the Golden o f Salmafius’s.
Province and Golden Cherfonefe are in Pto- 17 The Mare Tenebrofum of the Arabs, 
lemy.
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Thin a nor. on the coaft, but inland ; from which both the raw 
material'* and manufadured ftlk are brought by land, through 
Badria, to Rarugaza, or elfe down the Ganges [to Bengal], and 
thence by fen to JLimurike, or the coait ©t Malabar (%’).

To Thina itfelf the means of approach are very difficult; and 
from Thina fome few' [merchants] come, but very rarely ; for it 
lies [very far remote] under the conftellation of the Leiler Bear (»), 
and is laid to join the confines of the Euxine Sea, the Cafpian, and 
the Lake Meot.is (o), which iffues at the fame mouth with the 
Cafpian into the Northern*0 Ocean*.

On the confines, however, of Thina, an annual fair or mart is 
eftablifired; for the Sefatx, who are a wild, uncivilized tribe, adeui- 
ble there with their wives and children, fh ey  are deLribed &s a- 
race (*} of men, fquat and thick “  let, with their face broad, and

their

REMARKS.

(m) See the Diflertation. A ll  that went by land to B ad ria , palled down the Indus 
to Guzeeat % all that came through Thibet or Larta, palled down the Gauge# or.

Braun# Burra to Bengal.
;«) See the Diflertation.

(,) For thi# inconfiftency confult the Difiertat on.

(p) I f  thefe Sefatse' are the Befadie of Ptolem y, which is generally allowed by the 
commentators from the attributes alfigned to them by both, the B efadx o f Ptolemy 
are placed north o f Kirrhadia-or Arracan, and correfpond very well with the Tartars 
o f Laffa, who might naturally he the carriers between China and Bengal. But why 
the betel-leaf fhould be carried in this form from Arracan to China, in order to be

made*
NOTE S.

>• . . . .  TS» Tiitir ierriv tlbof, v-b1 t> itrtx* M*i- the world.
• writ ®s«Vo« rrfftjwyaptujrai* opirn fS{ e ) '* ' 1“ '-his Marcum is more peifpicuous than
p(,m r ii  x*l aymru Marcian Heracl. Ptolemy, whom he ufually follows.
Hudfon, p. 14. 19 T“

Thein«, the capital of the Sin®, Is the boun. *° Toly *cwTf»f*(*EW
dary between the known and unknown part o f “  Koaobot.

s  9
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their nofe greatly deprefled. The articles they bring for trade are 
o f great bulk, and enveloped in mats or facks, which in their out> 
ward appearance refemble the early leaves of the vine. Their place 
o f a (Terribly is between their own borders and thofe of Thina; and 
here fpreading out their mats [on which they exhibit their goods 
for falej, they hold a feaft”  [or fair] for feveral days, and at the 
conclufion o f it, return to their own country in the interior.

Upon their retreat, the Thinae, who have continued on the watch, 
repair to the fpot, and colle£t the mats which the ftrangers left be*- 
hind at their departure : from thefe they pick out the haulm,

* which is called Pe t r o s , and drawing out the fibies, fpread the
leaves double, '&nd make them up into balls, and then pafs the fibres 
through them. O f thefe balls there are three forts—“ the large, the 
middle-fized, and the fmall; in this form they take the name of 
MaHbathrum; and under this denomination, the three forts of

that
RE MA R KS .  .

made up w ith the Areka nut, and then returned to India by the Chinefe under the 
denomination o f Malabathrum, is difficult to comprehend. T h e diftin£i:ion between 
the leaf and the nut feems to be preferved in petros and malabathrum ; for that petros 
is the betel, or betre, cannot well be doubted, when it is defcribed as refembling 

the young leaves o f the vine ; for thef betel is a delicate fpecies o f the pepper-plant, 
and that plant is almoft conftantly defcribed as fimilar to the vine. The defcription 
o f  the Sefatae leaves little room to doubt that they are T artars; and w e have here, 
upon the w hole, a defcription of that mode of traffic, which has always been adopted 
by the Chinefe, and by w hich they to this hour trade with Ruffia, Thibet, and Ava.

See the Differtation.
NOTES.

« Taos-Mat;, firpeis, literally mats made of Thefe terms are applied by Pliny to the 
rujhes- fpikenard. L ib . xii. c. 26. The fpikenard

« The word, in the original edition, was was confidered fpecifically as the leaf; how 
aporafoiwtv; for which Salmafius reads op-ra^mr. erroneoufly, may be feen in the catalogue.
I propofe «yop«£a<nv, they deal or traffic. Hence it became confounded with the betel

24 ’AJpoâ aipoy, atpor, fruxpouffatpw. leaf, always ufed with the Areka nut.

3 QL2
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that mafticatory are brought into India by thofe who prepare (y) 
them **.

All the regions beyond this [towards the north] are unexplored, 
either on account of the feverity of the winter, the continuance of 
the froft, or the difficulties of the country; perhaps alfo the will of 
the gods has fixed thefe limits to the curiofity of man.

R EMA RK.

(51) 'tv'o t£* Kanpyotfo/̂ i'vs’t awrei. Thofe who m anufafiuie them— w ho are thelc but 
the S i r s  ? I f  I had found that the Chinefe brought them by tea, as they did to 
Ceylon in the time of Cofmas, my evidence for the performance of the voyage, either 
£0 or from China, would have been com plete; but ©n this flender ground I dare not 
a f la t  it, nor do I think it probable, for the betel might come down the Ganges as 
well as iilk. The whole feems to be in irremediable cotifufion, w ith particulars 
founded on truth, and a total that is inccnliftent.

, SOTE.

*  'tyJ  tmi rendered by Salmafius, Thole who finjih them, or make them up
for exportation.

£  £ *>
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D I S S E R T A T I O N  I.

ON THE SINifE, THE SERES, AND THE TERMINATION OF 
ANCIENT GEOGRAPHY ON THE EAST.

f, The Name o f China.— II. Sin# o f Ptolemy in Siam, Since o f other 
* Authors, and Seres the fam e; Periplus, Eratofhenes, Mela, d' A n-

ville.— III. Relative Situation o f the Seres, with refpcfd to Scythia+ 
and India beyond the Ganges.— IV. Capital, Sera Metropolis.—

* V. Seres difinguijhed as MamifaSiurers o f Silk.— VI. Intercourfe- 
between China, India, and Europe; Route from Ptolemy, Maes the 
Macedonian.— VII. Modern Route— Marco Polo, Rubruqu’ts, Car- 
pin t Goejs.—-VIII; Route o f the Sefata from Arracan to China— - 
Dionyfus Periegetes.— IX. Intercourfe by Sea— Mela, Rajah o f 
Pliny, Cofmas Indicopleufes,— X. Golden Cherfonefe, Voyage from  
Ceylon thither, Coqjl o f Coromandel, Mafulipatam, Ganges, Arracan,

Siam, Cattigara.— XL Longitudes and Latitudes o f Ptolemy, 
however in Excefs, fill'th e  Caufe o f modern Difcovery; Navigation 
towards the W ef from Spain— Roger Bacon, Columbus, o/"
Ptolemy; Eulogy o f Ptolemy.

I. ^ T ^ H IN A , Sinse, and Tziniftae *, fo nearly refemble China and 
the Chinefe, that upon the firft view of thefe appellations, 

we are naturally led to conclude that they are the fame. Serica

alfo,
1 Tzina, and Tziriitzse, and'Tzinift*, are Chinefe, as. Greek letters can; and o f the 

the orthography of Cofmas Indicopleuftes, country meant there can be no doubt; for he 
and approach as nearly to China and the mentions the filk brought by land from that.

country

& & !  * •
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•alfo, the Country of the Seres, which produces the filfc, and the 
■ only country which originally produced it, is fo preeminently and 
charaacriftically the fame country, that if Ptolemy had not affigned 
two different pofitions for the Sin* and the Seres, there would 
probably have been no difpute upon the qneftion at the prefect

hour.
But it is faid, the Chinefe themfelves know nothing of this name.

This, however, is of little weight in the fubjeff of our inquiry ; for. 
the fame nation in Europe which we call Germans, are ftyled A1-* 
mains by the French, and Teutfch \  or Teuddch, by themfelves.
The Jefuits who were in China have, however, endeavoured to find 
an approach to this found in Tan-djm, Han-djm, die people of *
T a n 3 or Elan, two of their early dynafties 5 and in Chen-fi, one of 
the principal provinces; but upon thefe fimilarities there is little 
dependence ; for it is generally allowed, that the principal native 
appellation is Tchou-koue4, the Central Kingdom ; and every nation 
in the world, from vanity, from relation to all the regions around, 
or from ignorance, is entitled to the fame diftindion.

But let us fir It inquire, how this name was brought weftward ?
Manifeflly not by the north, or by land, for the name obtained by 
that conveyance was Kathay and K itai; but by fca it was firft heard
0f_by the Macedonians, in the form of 1 hma j by Coimag, in the
form of Tziniftae$ by the Arabs’, as Cheen, or rather Ma-cheen,

country to Pcrfia, 4,jo e  miles ; tu t  he fays, 3 D ’Awvilk, Antiq. de lln d e , p. i f g .
the paffage by fea ■ « much longer. And then t  Other names occur m Ifbrandt Ides, the
adds r i v M T ( p x '& t & ! c r r u s u $ v * * n * t s M  iu u ~ m . Jefuita’ Accounts, &c. «c.

V A n L  .bare io no navigation, > A ra b *  St-a, c»» S » «  » « * ■  
ov habitable country. MoBtfaucuu, Nov. Col. runt quorum errtnun poftea fecub lout aim 
PatruiJi, tom. ii. p. 138. See infra. No. 8. Voffius ad Mclaai, lib. u c. 3. SO** *<>•

1 Aad hence Dutch in our own language. T
Great

a  .
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Great Cheen, or Gheena ; and by Marco Polo, as Cin, that is Cheen 
in the mouth of an Italian. The Portuguefe likewife, who came 
from the Weft, acquired the fame found in their progrefs towards 
the E aft; and from them Cheena, or China, has defcended to all 
the nations of Europe;

Cheen 6 therefore, by all thefe federal navigators, was obtained as 
they advanced towards the Eaft; and the firft country.that bears 
the refemblance of the found is Cochin-china, called by the natives, 
and by the Chinefe, Kao-tchii-chin ; by the Jefuits, Tchen-tchen ; 
and by the Arabs, Cheen ; the Sinia Sinarum of Al Edriffi. If then 
we refledl that all the kingdoms contained in the Great Cherfonefe, 
except Malacca7, partake of Chinefe manners, habits, policy, and 
government, it was a natural confequence that the Arabs, when they 
firft; reached China, the fuperior and fometimes the fovereign of 
them all, fhould receive the name of Ma-cheen, or Great China, in 
comparifon with thefe inferior kingdoms.

It is impoflible to prove that thefe appellations are as ancient as 
the era of Alexander, becaufe hiftory is filent; but the acquisition 
©f the fame found by all the nations which advanced by fea from’ 
the Weft towards the Eaft, from the time of Alexander to the date of 
the Portuguefe difcoveries, is a ftrong prefumption in its favour.

The firft mention o f Thina by the Greeks, is in the Treatife of "*
Ariftotle8 de Mundo (if that work be his); but the full notice of 
it is by Eratofthenes, and as Eratofthenes- lived under the fecond

6 Marco Polo fays, Mangi is called Chin 7 The Malays are fuppofed to be originally 
in Zipanga, or Japan. This may be an error, Chinefe by Barrow, but their language is 
for Marco never was in Japan; but it is a alphabetical.
proof that Mangi was called Chin in hia age. 8 Ariftotle died A .  C . 322 ; Eratofthenes 
Lib. iii. c. 4. born 276.

Ptolemy,

3  63
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Ptolemy, his mention of Thina is early enough to fuppofe, that the 
Greeks had no knowledge of fo diftant a region before Alexander, 
and knew it then only in confequence of his expedition.

Though the Macedonians proceeded no farther eaft than the 
Indus, they certainly acquired a knowledge of the Ganges and 
Ceylon: this we.learn from hiftory; and if their inquiries went 
farther, rhey had Perfians, Indians, and Arabians, in their army, 
from whofe report, they might gratify their curiofhy. If Ariftotle, 
therefore, had heard of Thina, this muft be the fource of his know- 

' ledge ; or if the Treatife imputed to him be not his, the knowledge 
of liratofthenes muft have been acquired, either from the fame 
fource, or from thofe who failed on board tire fleets from Egypt* 
and met the Arabian, Indian, or Perfian. merchants in the ports of 

Sabea.
.Let us foppofe, then, that the whole of this was report, and let 

us conjecture from analogy by what we know, in a later age, to be 
faa .  It would amount to this—-that there was a trade between 
Arabia and India, carried on every year 5 that the merchants from 
Arabia met others on the weftern coaft of India, who came from the 
eaftem coafl} that thofe on the eaftern coaft traded to a country 
Hill further eaft, called the Golden Gherianefe; and that ftom the 
G  olden Cherfonefe there was another voyage ftill to the eaft, which 
terminated at Thina j and that beyond Thina there was no pro- 
ceeding farther, for it was bounded9 by the ocean which had never

been explored.
A  report, coming through no lefs than five intermediate channels, 

like this, would doubtlefs be loaded with much error, fable, and

9 In this, Mela, Pliny, Dioiyfias, Cofmas, and the Periplws, are all agreed.

j 0 incon-
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inconfiflency ; but that by fome method or other it did come, is 
undeniable; for the map of Eratofthenes is recorded by Strabo. It 
actually contained Thina at the extremity o f the world eaft, bounded 
by the ocean : it was placed in the parallel of Rhodes, in lat. 36 
north; and what is naoft extraordinary o f all is, that this parallel 
paffes through the prefent empire o f China, within the great wall.
I fhall not build more on this than' it will bear, but a reference to 
M . Goffellin 3 Map, delineated- on this principle, will prove the 
fa£t; and this fadt cannot be founded on imagination, or arife from 
fortuitous coincidence: there muff have been fome information on 

* which it hands; and the wonder is,, not that it fliould be attended 
with many difficulties and inconhftencies, but that, after palling 

through fo many hands, it fbould retain fo much .truth.

II. SIN2E OF P T O L E M Y  IN SIAM, SINAI OF O TH ER A U T H O R S,

AND SERES THE SAME; PERIPLUS, ERATOSTHENES, MELA,

D’ANVILLE.

T he  T h in a  o f  Eratofthenes, however, Is not to be. confounded
with the Thinse or Sinse of Ptolemy ; for thefe, whether we place
them, with d’Anville, in Cochin-china, or with Voffius and Got- ' ' 1
fellin, in Siam, are in a very different latitude and pohtion. Their 
country does not face IO to the eaft, but to the w eft; and their 
latitude is not 36° north, but 2° 20' fouth **. But the Thina of- 
Eratofthenes and Strabo, is the Thina and Sinai o f the Periplus, of 
which we have a certain proof; becaufe the ■ author fays, that filk

*° D ’ Anville, by placing them in Cochin- to maintain), as well as Goflellin. 
china, makes them face to the eaft ; but in "  This is very well argued by Goffellin* 
this he oppofes Mercator (who had no fyftem Geog. des Gives, p, 143.

3 R is
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is the produce of their country. This country, therefore, is the 
Serica of Ptolemy ; and in this fenfe, the Sin® and the Seres arc the 
fame, that is, they are both Chinefe.— We muft now advert to the 
graft error of the Pcriplus, which places Thina, the capital of the 
Sin®, under the conftellation11 of the Letter Bear j that is, in the age  ̂
we refer it to, within twelve degrees of the Pole; a climate which, 
fo far from producing the filk-worm, mutt be uninhabitable by man.
How this error arofe, muft be explicable only by conje&ure; but it 
appears to originate from one of two caufes, which are perfetfdy 
different and diftind: for, fir ft., we find the ancient geographers 
very obfervant “  of the difappearance of the Polar Star, as we ad­
vance to the fouth, and equally attentive to its re-appearance as we 
tpproach again to the north; it might happen, therefore, that the 

* navigators who went to China, might have obferved the lols ot the
Polar Star in the Straits of Malacca, and the recovery of it as they 
approached the coafl of China ; and this obfervation, conveyed 
through a multiplicity of reporters, may have-catifed the ccnfufion 
between a latitude w h ich  lay under the Letter Bear, and a latitude 

where the Polar Star became vifibte.
But if this c ’ ufc ibouki be thought too feietttific to have given 

rife to To gtoft |n error, there is a fee and, much more probable and 
natural; which is, that if we fuppofe a delineation of the habitable 
world, formed upon the principle ot that which I obtained from

. ’ • CoffelUn notices the approach o f this lomon, makes the diftance 17! degrees.
tbr to the Pole. Ptolemy fays, in his time ’3 See Pomp, Mela, lib. iii. c. 7. In aliqua 
it was ; degrees from the Pole s Mwfwj’ Af*™ parte ejus [Indited neuter feptentrjo appareat.

h vriv ifa.  Arrff r3 i r See alfo Marco Polo, as he Contes up from
t. £, L ib . i. c. 7. A,°d GofTelliii, G eog. Ceylon along the coaft of Malabar. L ib . iii, 

des, Grecs, tom. If, p. 127'. ..in the time of So- c. 33. Ramufio*

9 A1
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A1 Edriffi H in the former part of this work, or like the Borgian 15 
Table in Sir Jofeph Banks’s polfeffion, the degrees of longitude 
diminifh fo haftily as we approach‘towards the north, that they do 
not leave room to difplay all the regions which fuch a geographer 
as our author, muR find it requifite to crowd into the fpace that he 

 ̂ has to cover. This feems to be a natural fource of the error which
we find in the Periplus; and this opinion is confirmed by what he 
immediately fubjoins : “  Thina lies,”  fays he, “  at the Leffer Bear 
“  itfelf; and it is faid to join the limits of Pontus 1S, which are to- 
“  wards'7 the north, and the Cafpian Sea, with which the Palus 
“  Mentis is connected, and iffues into the ocean at the fame 
“  mouth.”  Here, befides the error common to many of the an­
cient?, that the Cafpian Sea was open to the .Northern Ocean, we 
have a variety of other miftakes; added to which, China, Tartary, 
the Cafpian, the Euxine, and Palus Meotis, are all huddled together 
in fuch confufion, that nothing but the conftru&iou of a map, on 
the principles here fuppofed, could produce.

Whether thefe excufes will avail in favour of an author, whofe 
errors I wifh not to extenuate, but explain, mtift be left to the 
judgment of others : beyond Ceylon, all he knew was from report; 
and on report only procured, firft by the Macedonians, and after­
wards by Megafthenes, Daimachus, Dionyfius, and the merchants 
of Egypt, all the knowledge of the ancients mud be.founded. But 
whatever may be the error of pofition, there can be no miltake 
about the country intended. The filk fabric itfelf, and the mate-

Wm ‘
'•* The fame circumflance occurs in Sanuto’s 15 In that map, Poland is ahnofl as near 

Map, in the Geila Dei per Francos. A  little China as it is to England, 
to the N .E . of the Cafpian Sea a notice is in- 16 Perhaps the Elixine.
£erted, Inciprt Rcgnum Cathay. 17
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