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Upon the evidence o f all thefe palfages, there is no hcfitation u i  

fubfcribiqg to the opinion of Goffeilin, but his double voyage down 
the Red Sea, is by no means equally apparent. There is ljkewife 
great reafon to adopt Parkhurft’s idea, that they were large and 
ftrong flaps, fit for diftant voyages; or if  the reading of the feptu- 
agint (Ez. xxvii. 9.) could be admitted, we might add, that they 
were (tout enough to pafs { e '%1 i ' w r p x s  ‘ f )  to-the extremities o f
the .weft, to the Atlantic and Britain; or to the eaft, through 
(Babel Mandeb) the Straits of Death, and fo to the fouthern coaft 
o f Arabia. This account we have from fcripture, and it is clear j 
but the voyage to Britain, though generally admitted, is far more 
problematical, for the evidence of Strabo17 goes only to prove, that 
a Phenician veffel was run athore in order to deceive the .Romans, 
which mull relate to a much later period; and the teftimony of 
Diodorus Siculus ** intimates, that even in his time, tin was brought 
from Britain, through Gaul, by a land carriage of thirty days, to 
the mouth o f the Rhone, or perhaps to MarfeHles, Still that the 
Tyrians did obtain tin is manifeft from Ezekiel, and that they paffed 
the Straits of Calpe, and reached Gades at leaft, is certain, fqr the 
temple of Hercules in that ifland was the Melcartha *# of Tyre, whom, 
from his attributes, the Greeks (lylea the Tyrian Hercules.

V . 13. Javan Tubal and Meihech dealt in, (laves and veflels of brafs, 
intimating probably that they a l l  dealt in Haves, for (laves came out cf 
the Etixine. and the countries round it in all ages into Greece, and (till

*  That we may not miflead, it is tteceffary is not perfectly clear, 
t f  obferve, that this term i t  not ufed in the 17 Strabo, lib. iii. pi 175..
▼ erfe under contemplation, but in v. 9. I wifii * Lib. v. 34.7. Weff.
So find any where an extreme weftern voyage, *  Melcartha is Melek Cartha* the King of 

to Gades or to Britw'a, yrldch I  atvft coafeft the City. Eocfiart.

3 some
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come to Conftan tinople. The Greeks of courfe carried thefe or 
others which they obtained by piracy to Tyre as well as other ma­
ritime cities. Brafs veffels will apply more particularly to Tubal 
and Mefliech, which are ufually rendered Tibareni and Mofchi, 
who, with the Chalybes and other inhabitants of the north-eaft angle 
of Afia Minor, have been in all ages, and Hill are the manufacturers 
of fteel, iron, and brafs, for the fupply of Armenia, Perlia, Greece, 
and all the eaftern countries on the Mediterranean. (See Bufching 
and Michaelis cited by Newcombe on this paffage, and Bochart.)
Tubal and Mefhech are generally mentioned together in fcripture, 
and Tubaleni is as naturally Tybareni, as Mefheck, which the 
Chaldee reads Mofock, is Mofchi, while Javan, Tubal and Mefheck 
are all fons of Japhet. (Gen. x. 2.)

V . 14. Togarmah traded in horfes, horfemen and mules, which 
Bochart fuppofes to be Cappadocia, (p. 175, Phaleg.) but Micha­
elis with much greater probability, Armenia, for Armenia and 
Media were the countries where the kings of Perfia bred horfes for 
the fervice of themfelves and their armies, and in later times Arme­
nia paid its tribute from this fource. See Newcombe, who cites the 
Greek Scholiaft on Ezekiel, and Ez. xxxviii. 6. The Chaldee ren­
ders it unaccountably by Germania. The objection to affuming 
Armenia for Togarma, is, that Armenia is in every other paffage re- 
prefented by Ararat. (See particularly 2  Kings, xix. 37. and Ifaiah, 
xxxvii. 38. and Jeremiah, 3i. 27.) I have not had an opportunity of 
confulting Michaelis Spicileg. Geographicum, and can judge of it 
only as it is cited in Newcombe.

Ver. 15. Dedan is mentioned in conjunction with the merchants 
o f many ifles ; they brought horns (tufks) of ivory and ebony.

4 A  2 Dedan
t 1

243
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Dedan Is ftrangely rendered by the feptuagint Rhodians J  They muft, 
therefore, have read a refh for ardaleth j but Dedan J0 Is doubtlefs. 

on the fouthero coaft of Arabia, for he is mentioned (Gen. x, y.) 
vith  Seba, HaviSah, Sheba and Raamah, all nations o f Arabia and 
on ' !ie R*tith, There is dill a Dadena on the coaft of Oman, oppo­
s e  to Cape Jafquq and a Rhegma, within the Gulph of Perfia, not 
idi- from Moyandon, is found in Ptolemy, correfponding with Raamah 
or Rahmah, in the opinion of Patrick. Without, however, infilling- 
oa thele fefemblaftces, we may be certain of the country from the 
other names with which it is united, and its produce; for ivory and 
ebony are furnilhed only by India and Africa, and the province of’
Oman deals with both. If we read horns o f ivory, with our Englilh 
Ihhe, they are the tu/ks refefnbling horns. If horns and ivory, with 
archbifhop Newcombe, the horns from the ifles may be tortoife-lhelb 
peculiar to the ifles.of India; and ebony, ifV irgil be good.authority,, 
is found in Indiaand nowhere elfe.

Sola India nigrum,
Fert Ebenum. Georg. ii„ 117 . Nfiweombe.

It is evident; therefore, that we are here firft introduced to Oriental 
commerce, and from this verfeto the 25th, every article fpecified is 
from the eaft, and every place mentioned,-is to the call of Tyre, or con- 
ne£h. d with the trade eaftward. l  othofe who have a curiolity on this 
fubjeft, this is t-he moll remarkable Angularity of the chapter, and the 
effablithment of the fad  will be iclf-evidcnt. The Chaldee renders 
horns oy cornibus caprearmn* and adds pavones, from the general ac-

" I  follow Bochart. and. Mfcbaelk in placing the Tehama, ar coaft of Arabia, on the Red 
. .Dedan or, the eaftern coaft of Arabia, and I Sea - and Efau is in Hedjaz. This makes a 

thmk they, are nght; hut Dedan is mentioned difficulty; but the countries mentioned with 
,juh rVfiia, j " ;  * xv- ,23'• 8nd WI*h Efau, Dedan, and the articles imported, indicate the 
x*l3K* 8* Tcm$ is by Niebuhr fitppofed to be fouth. eaft angle of Arabia.

coiiats,
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counts of the voyage to Ophir, but neither of thefe additions is jufti- 
fied by the text.

V. 16. Syria was the purchafer of the manufactures of T y re ; 
and the Syrians brought in return, emeralds, purple, embroidered 
work, fine linen, coral, and agate. Syria, in the original, is Arana 
or Aramea; and Aram, in fcripture, is fometimes Mefopotamia^ 
fometimes Damafcus31, and likewife the country about Libanus, and 
the Orontes. Emeralds, fine linen3I, coral, and agate, are doubtlefs 
from the Eaft; but as to the appropriation o f thefe names fpecifi- 
cally to different precious ftones, it is quite indeterminate. Fine 
linen, and embroidered or variegated work, may be the cottons or 
muffins from India, but is too general a term to be depended on. 
Still, upon the whole, we may imagine, that all thefe are’ articles 
brought by land from, the Gulph of Perfia, through Mefopotamia 
or Damafcus, in exchange for the manufactures of Tyre. Purple 
and fine linen are frequently united in the language of Scripture^ 
and the ufilal interpretation is, fine linen of a purple colour ; of 
this, though Michaelis-fays purple would not be brought to Tyre, 
but exported from it, there might be an importation (fee Nevv- 
combe in loco) from India through this channel.

V . 17. Judah and Ifrael brought to Tyre wheat of minnith 33, or 
fine wheat (Vulg. Sept. Chaldee), and pannag, perhaps panicum, 
millet or doura, with honey, oil, and balfam. There is little fluctu­
ation in the verfions; and though pannag may be dubious, the other 
articles are the natural produce of Judah and Ifrael ; and balfam is

s< Aram-Damafek is Damafcus, the proper be cotton, 
capital of Syria. - 3J Minnith occurs in no other paffage. Minni

3z o «q  Butz, Byfius, every where ren- is ufed for Ar-tnenia, but can have no appli. , 
dered fine linen, is fuppofed every where to cation here.

from

% % -
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from Jericho, where the plant which produces :.t grew in Maim- 

drefs time.

V . 18. Damafcus deceived the richeft manufactures o f  T y re , in » 

exchange for w ide of Helbibh, and w hite wool, that is, wool in the 

fleece or an wrought. I f  T yre  .bought wool in the fleece, and ma­

nufactured it, it is the farffe policy as Flanders adopted formerly in 
regard to the Wool o f England. T he wine o f He!bon is the Cha« 

iybcfn of the G reeks; the kings o f Perfla drank no other. (N ew - 

combe from Strabo.) Syrian wine is drill celebrated, and Laodicean, 

wine is an article o f commerce in the Periplus. T h e Eaftern name 

o f Aleppo is ftili H aleb ; and Haleb, Halebon, or Chalybon, are 

only varied by different afpirates or G reek terminations. The river 
Chains, which Xenophon mention^ in the expedition o f the ten 

thoufand84, muff be near the prefent Aleppo, or the very ftream 

which at this day fupplies that city with water. Damafcus lies 
upon the route from Aleppo to T yre ; and to Aleppo the di(lance is

about double that to T yre.

V , rp. Dan and Javan, going to a n d  fr o , brought iro n ” , and 

callia, and calam us: the two laft articles are evidently Oriental, and 

Indian iron is likewife a part o f  the Eaftern invoice in the Periplus.

W e are therefore to look for this Javan, not in Greece, as before, 

but in Arabia, and to point out the diftindion between the two 

Javans. T he adjunft of the name, rendered in our Englifh Bible 

going to a n d  fro 3ft, is in the original M c-U za l; and Uzal is explained 

by Gen. x . 27. where Uzal is the fon o f Joktan, joined with Hazar*

M See Cyri Exp. p- i J 4- Leuncl. See alfo T ig ris  and Euphrates. _ , . .
RuffelT A lep po, where it forms the river K o - *s B righ t or wrought von, in the ongmaL 
tch, chap. Li  and d ’ Anville’ s M ap o f  the 38 From  azal, lo g o .

maveth

X  2, 6  *
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maveth (Hadramaut), Sheba, Ophir, and Havilah; all which we 
know to be in Arabia, and confequently Javan 37, Me-Uzal, is fo 
likewife. It is unwillingly that I drop the fenfe of g o i n g  t o  a n d  f r o ,  

becaufe it expreffcs the pradice of a caravan j but the retaining 
Uzal as a proper name, is juftified by the Vulgate 38 and Sept, and 
approved by Newcombe, and Michael is, who adds, from Golius, 
Azal nomen Sanaa quas metropolis Arabise felicis. Michaelis alfo 
fuppofes Dan to be Vadan, and a city of Arabia; but of Vadan3* 
there are no traces in Gen. x . ; if it is Dan, one of the tribes of 
Ifrael, his fituation is between the Philiftines'and Joppa, placed very 
commodioufly for receiving the caravans from Arabia in that age, 
which came to Rhinocolura in a later; and equally convenient for 
embarking at Joppa the commodities brought by the caravans to be 
conveyed to Tyre. Be this as it may, the traffic is undoubtedly 
Arabian, and from the fouthern 40 coaft; for (mp) khiddah, is caffia, 

the caffia lignea of the ancients, from ( i p )  khad, to cut or divide 
lengthways, in contradiftindion to kafxa filtula1', the pipe cinna­
mon, which we now prefer. The (mp) khaneh likewife, or reed, 
if  it be the calamus aromaticus, is of Indian growth. There can be 
no doubt therefore remaining, but that this verfe fully eftabliflies the 
intercourfe of Tyre with India, through the intervention of Arabia ; 
and no doubt that the Arabians went to India, or fhips of India came 
to Arabia. This circumftance confequently mu ft have taken place 
previous to the fiege of Tyre, at Iateft+i 560 years before Qirifl j

13 g ee Parkhurft in “ Ip . Khadb. pofed to be Chaulonitis in Oman ; fo D avid

a8 M ozel, vulg. M oozil, fept. Turm atim , »s D aoud, in Arabic.
CVia3d. 4' ^ee Parkhurft in voce, and the catalogue

& j m  may be Fadan, or and Dan, in tlie prefent w ork, under kafia.

40 Hazarmaveth, Havilat, Ophir, and Sheba, 41 Coeval with Pifijlratus, jo Greece, 

are all ou the foutbevn coaft.. Hauilah is Uip-
aad
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1 . *

and this paflage' is therefore the moft ancient record of the trade 
between India and Arabia, which can be called h is t o r ic a l  ; for 
though fpices are mentioned frequently, that term is not decifive, 
as all the gums and odours of Arabia are comprehended under that 
name. Cinnamon, kafia, and calamus, alone prove an. Indian 
origin ; and notwithstanding thefe are noticed by Moles, David, and 
Solomon, the conveyance o f them by caravans from the fouthern 
coaft of Arabia is no where fpecifted, till we arrive at this paflage in 

Ezekiel.
\  , *■ ,

V . '20. Dedan imported precious clothes for chariots. Dedan is
introduced before (v. 15.) : it may be the fame country again, that
is, Oman. But in this verfe there is nothing to exprefs whether
thefe clothes are a maimfhdurc, or an import from countries farther

to the daft.

V . 21. Arabia, and the princes of Kedar, purdiafed the fabrics 
of Tyre, and brought in return, lambs, rams, and goats- By the 
princes of Kedar may be underftood, the fheiks of the tribes o f the 
Sahara or Defert: they lived in tents ; and thefe tents were black, 
made of felt, perhaps, as they ftill are. Kedar fignifies black, and 
Bochart concludes from this, that they were Arabs burnt by the fun ; 
but that it refers to the tents is evident from Canticles, i. 5. I am 
Mack, but comely43 as the tents of Kedar. Thefe, therefore, are 
the Arabs ofH edjaz; they have no fixed habitation, but wander 

throughout the Sahara44; and their only wealth, befides what they 
obtain by robbery, confifts in their flocks and herds. The produce 
of thefe they brought to exchange for the manufadures of Tyre.

*3 See the Son g o f  M aifuna, wife o f  M oa- A ra b s  o f  the D efert. 
w tah, in A b ilfe d a , R eifk e , p. t i 6 .  w hich pre- 44 W h e n c e  afterwards th ey were called S s- 
fents a true p i& u re  o f  th e manners o f  th e raegni.

V . 22.

. ■ ; ' ; . T  -

f  . . .
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V . 22. T he merchants o f Sheba and Raamah brought all kinds o f 

the fineft odours, precious ftones and gold. Between Sheba (with 

fliin) and Seba vwith famech) there appears a d iftin& ion; for Sheba 

is a defcendant o f Shem, and Seba of Ilam , Gen. x . Seba 

is, by fotne, taken exclufively for Sabea, but both are in Arabia.

T h e miftake, however, o f one for the other, is natural, as there is a 

Sheba45 alfo, great grandfon o f Ham. M entioned, however, as Sheba 

is in this paffage with Raamah, and conneaed as it is with Dedan 

(v. 20.), we m ay,conclude that the great grandfon of Irani is meant, 

the fon o f Raamah, who is fon o f Cufh. Culh, likew ife, is much 

more properly attributed to Arabia than Ethiopia, though fiequently 

rendered by Ethiopia in our Englifh Bible. I f  this may be efieemed 

a clue to guide us, we may place this Sheba, w ith Raamah 

(Rhegma) and Dedan (Daden), towards tlje iouth-eaft angle of 

Arabia, that is, in Oman ; where fpices, drugs, odours, gold, and 

precious ftones, m ight readily be conceived, partly to be the native 

produce o f the province, and partly imported from India. O f  pre­

cious ftones there can be little d o u b t; and that gold fhould be 

brought from India, is a circumftance in conform ity with the Pe- 

riplus; for i f  the merchant carried filver to the Indian market, he 

had a confiderable profit by exchanging it for gold.

V. 23, 24. H aran, Canneh, Eden, w ith the merchants o f Sheba,

Afhur, and Chilmad, traded in blue clothes, broidered work, or . >

work o f various colours— in chefts o f rich apparel, made with cedar 

and bound with cords.

«S Compare Gen. x. 7. with the fame Ragma in the Sept.; both advancing a ftep 
chap. 2g. towards the Rhegma of Ptolemy, oceafioned

*  Raamah h  Rema in the Vulgate, and by the y  gnain in n D J H  Rha* cma*

4 b  T h at
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That this exprcfles generally the trade with Mefopotamu and 

Aflyria there can.be little queftion; but Sheba mentioned again 

witfaftbefe places, caufes great obfcurity. It may be too much to 

fay, that thefe articles came, up the Gulph of Perfia, from Sheba or 

Oman to Babylonia and Mefopotamia, and thence by caravans to 

Tyre; but the cheffo of .cedar bound with cords do certainly feem, 

to imply feme great caution adopted for the prefervation of the 

clothes, which, appear very precious, and highly ornamented. This 

caution fcems more neceflary for a conveyance over land, not only 

to prevent injury.to the goods, but robbery likewU'e.

But Michaelis,- as I learn from Arcbbp. Newcombe, goes counter 

to this whole fuppofuion. With him, Haran is Haran-al-carin in 

Arabia; Canneh is the Kane of Hadramaut; Eden is Aden in Sa~ 

bea, or Yemen ; Sheba is a different place from Sheba in the verfe 

preceding, and Ghihiad is left undetermined.

But to me it appears, that in the preceding; verfes we have gone 

round the whole coaft of Arabia, from weft to eaft—from Hedjaz 

to Sabta, Hadramaut, and Oman ; and that we are now brought tip 

the Gulph of Perfia to the Euphrates and Tigris—to Babylonia,

Mefopotamia, and Aflyria; making thus a circle of that vaft pcnint- 

fula, and comprehending all the countries connected with Tyre to 

the eaft. Againft ftich authority as Michaelis, I muft not ftand 

on my defence with my own forces, but call in auxiliaries, who 

have as high a claim to confideration as Michaelis hirafelf.

The ft ogle name of Afshur, enumerated with the other places in 

this paflage, is fuffick-nt to convince us that they are not in Arabia, 

but Aflyria ; for Afshur is the fon of Sherri (Gen. x. 21.), joined

y with

- Lf ' .... . . . f . ‘
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with Elam*7, Elymais, or Perfia, and Aram, Aramca, or Syria ; and 
the invariable ufage of Afshur for Aflyria, does not admit o f altering 
its application in this (ingle paflage. Haran and Eden are men­
tioned in conjundion (2 Kings, xix. 12. Bochart), and Haran, 
written Hharan or Charan in the original, is Gharrae near Edefla, 
celebrated for the defeat o f Craflus in later times, and more an­
ciently for the refidence o f Abraham (Gen. xi. 31.), when he left 
Ur o f the Chaldeans, near the Tigris, in his progrefs towards the 
land of Canaan. (Bochart, d’Anville.) Eden, Adana, and Aden, 
is a name found indeed in Arabia and in other places, and its figni- 
lication might readily be the caufe o f this; for the Garden of Eden 
is the Garden o f Delight, and various places, poflfefled of a defirable 
fituation, might afliime this d iftindion; but joined with Haran, as 
it is here, and in the fecond book o f Kings, it muft be in Aflyria, 
and no where elfe; for in the latter paflage it is put into the 
mouth o f Rablhekah, and Rablhekah was an Afiyrian.

Canneh likewife is read Calneh by Grotius, Houbigant, and Bo­
chart, (mentioned Gen. x . 10. Ifaiah, x. 9. and Amos, vi. 2.) M i- 
chaelis himfelf acknowledges that the Chaldee interprets it o f Nifibis 
in Mefopotamia, as others afiume it for Ctefiphon. But without 
afiigning it to a particular city, it is fufficient for the prefent purpofe 
that it is in Aflyria. The proof o f this is exprefs (Gen. x. 10.)—
** Calneh, in the land o f Shinar: out o f that land went forth 
“  Afshur, and built Nineveh.”  I f  therefore Canneh be Calneh,

« Elymais is th e  original feat o f the Per. mais, or Elam, extended its name with their 
fians in the mountains o f Loriltan, before they conquefts. T h e fame mountains were pof- 
extended themfelves in Perfis and Sufiana. fefled by the Cofliei in later times, and the 
Xenophon defcribes them in the Cyropsedia, Perfians are fornetimes called Kuffii or Kiflii 
as originally a nation of mountaineers. E ly- by the Greeks.

4 B 2 ' this
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this is concUifive j If it be not,, this is the Angle pafTage of fcripturc 
in which it is mentioned, and it mull be determined by the context.
In this predicament Hands Chilraad like wife. : it is noticed here, 
on ly; and if  we have afcertained Afshur, Gharan, and Eden4*, to- 

be in Mefopotamia, in that country muft both Ganneh and Gh-il— 
mad be placed.

In regard to Sheba there ft ill remains a doubt; for though there 
are three Shebas or Sebas in Genefis, x. we cannot afflgn any One 

o f them fpecifically to Affyria. I have offered a conjedure, that 
this Sheba may be in Arabia, on the Gulph o f Ferfia, but it is mere 
conjedlure; and if  it be not admitted, this alfo, though now imdif- 
coverable, mult be affigned to Affyria with the others. But I 
apprehend that Sheba and Seba are in every other pailage o f the 
Scriptures applied to Arabia.

wpigas^^wr'iiig^? 'an-

. '-t. • *. ' t " - . p •; ■ , : y  VOv1;' -x- i f !  Is, ■■f ; |r’, #• I. v. ,;•* fy *  Ovli G  G .tO 1 Ap'.?'' )/

T his Commentary, tedious as it mail neceffarily appear in foine- 

refpetls, will, I trull, be acceptable to every reader of curiofity. I 

have little merit but that of collecting, under one point of view, 

what is to be. fearehed for in the detached p.alpvges of other authors.

This might have been done by any one that had equal indultry, or 

* equal defire of elucidating the commerce o f the ancients; but it 
has not been done in a fadsfadtory manner by any one, as far as I. 
am at sainted with the fubjedt.

' '’Men denotes a particular country or. nnimfaiiy affigncd to Mefopotamia. Sec Bo* 
liftru , Geit. ii. 8. “  God planted a garden chart, Diflertat. dp Paradifo terreftri, p. 9, &

** esUtvrafd in Eden,” ' And Eden, by the tlardouin, Pi in. tom. i. 
jr.fftf.ion of Tigris and Euphrates, v. 14. is

In
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In the profecution of this inquiry, I have felt much mlereft in 
tracing the channels which commerce opened for itfelf, after the 
Tyrians had no longer accefs to the Red Sea, or the mean;} of 
making the voyage to Ophir in their own fhips ; and I think it 
appears evident that they had a communication by land with all the 
three Tides of Arabia, as well as with the countries farther eaft, 
through the intervention of Arabia, of Aflyria, and Babylonia.
That the commodities of the Eaft will bear a long and expenfive 
land-carriage, we may be affured by the caravans which traverfed the 
whole continent of Afia, from China .to the Mediterranean, in 
former ages; and thofe which pafs between the fame empire and 
Ruffia at the prefent day. That the Tyrians fhould be employed in 
the fame concern, is natural, from our knowledge of their commer­
cial fpirit, and from the profits of their*, monopoly in regard to 
Europe. Whether the knowledge of thefe gains, or the thirft of 
conqueft, induced Nebuchadnezzar to deftroy this city, may be 
queftioned; but I have already fbewn that he had improved the 
navigation of the Tigris, and eftabiifhed a port on the Guiph of 
Perfia. In this there could be no objed but a communication with 
the Eaft; and when the Babylonian empire funk under the power 

•of Perfia, Tyre rofe again out of its ruins, becaufe the Perfia as were 
neither navigators or merchants, and becaufe the fleets of T^re were 
eflential to the profecution of the conquefts of the Perfians toward8 
the-Weft. . • | ||

The deftrudion of Tyre is foretold by Ifaiah (xxiih) and Jere­
miah (xxv. 22. xlvii. 4.), as well as by Ezekiel, who employs three 
chapters upon the fubjed, and enters far more minutely into parti­
culars. In the twenty-eighth chapter he declares, the pride of thfs

devoted
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devoted city, whole fovereign boafted, “  I am a God “  I fit in 
“  the feat of God, in the midft o f the feas “  I am G od ”  (v. 9.); 
and whole luxury made every precious ftone his covering— the 
fardius4’ , topaz ” , ruby, diamond, beryl, onyx, jafper, l'apphire, 
emerald, and carbuncle, let in gold (v. 13.). The various render- 
ing of thefe in different tranflations, will prove indeed the little 
dependance there may be on our knowledge of the Hebrew terms; 
but will ftill leave an >mpredion, that they are imported from coun­
tries farther eaftward, whence moll of the precious (tones Hill 
come, and will prove not only the value, but the diredion of the 
commerce.

W ith thefe obfervations I clofe the review o f this extraordinary 
prophecy relating to Tyre and its commerce? and if  the Periplus 
affords us the means of tracing the countries it defcribes, bythefpeci- 
fication of their native produce; equally appropriate, or more abun­
dantly fo, are the articles contained in the enumeration o f the 
Prophet; the latter part of which coincides moft efientially with the 
detail in the Periplus, and eftablilhes the confiftency and veracity 
o f both.

*» See Lamy, Introduft. a l’ Ecriture, c. tv. denotes the Morning Star, from Its vivid 
p. 425. who has all that can well be faid on fplendour.
the fubjeil 5 but the Hebrew names of jewels sc. Tarthifh is one o f the jewel* in the breaft 
are chiefly derived from verbs exprefling radi- piate 0f  the high-prleft, which (compared with 
ance, and are therefore indeterminate ; but John, Rev.) Lam y concludes to be the chry- 
ackm is red, and may be the ruby j jajhphi folite or topaz; but he adds, that fome Alp­
has the found of jafper, and Japphlr is felf pole it the aigue marine, or ftone that is the 
evident. I wifh C i V  * iabakm, which Park- colour o f fea-water, and that in this fenfeTar- 
hurft derives from halam, to ftrike, could be fhiflt the jewel is applied to Tarlhilh the fea, 
afcertained for the diamond; and might we p. 431. It is rendered chryfolite or topaz in 
not fearch the root b i l  to move brifkly, this paffage o f Ezekiel. , 
to irradiate, Ihine, or gliften. Halil, he adds,

, To
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To the public I now commit the refult of my inquiries. In 

return for the labour of many years, the only reward I- am anxious 

to obtain is, the approbation of the learned and ingenuous : if I fail 

in this objed of my ambition, I muft confole myfelf with the 

reflection, that my own happinefs has been encreafed by attention 

to a favourite purfuit, by the acquifition of knowledge, and by the 

gratification of a curiofity almoft coetaneous with my exiftence.
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jV. B. A t  p. 257, this Diflertauon is mentioned Improperly as N o .,i .

----- - wimwiiw'̂ -----  _ ; '/' . V$%'| :y

f  N my Journal o f n t h  Auguft 1793, I gave fomo account of the 
■ juntas and {hipping employed by the Ghinefe, and expreffed 

my aftonifhment at their obftinacy in not imitating the ingenuity 
and dexterity o f Europeans, in the built and manoeuvre o f their 
veffels, after having had fuch Itriking examples before their eyes for 
thefe 250 years p aft: but I mull now in a good meafure retradl my 
cenfure upon this point;; as, from what I have iince obferved in the 
cotirle of my feveral voyages on the rivers and canals of China, I 
confeJs that I believe the yachts, and piker craft ufually employed 
upon them for the conveyance o f paffengers and merchandize, and 1  
the Chincfe boatmen’s manner o f conducting and managing them, 
are perfectly well calculated for the purpofes intended, and probably 
fuperior to any other that we, in our vanity, might advife them 10 
adopt.

With regard to veflels of a different kind for more diftant voyages, 
to Batavia, M anilla,, Japan, or Cochin-china, I am informed that 
the Chinefe o f Canton, who have had frequent opportunities of 
feeing our ihips there, are by no means infenfible of the advantages

they
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they poffefs over their o w ii; and that a principal merchant there, 

fome time fince, had ordered a large veflel to be conftruded accord­

ing to an Englifh model; but the Hou-pou, being apprized o f it, 

not only forced him to relinquifh his projed, but made him pay a 
confiderable fine for his delinquency, in prefuming to depart from • 

the ancient eftablifhed modes of the empire, which, according to his 
notions, mult be wifer and better than thofe o f the barbarous na­
tions, which come from Europe to trade here. It is indeed, as I 

have before remarked, the prevailing fyftem o f the Tartar govern­
ment, to imprefs the people with an idea of their own fufficiency, 

and to undervalue in their eyes, as much as poffible, the fuperior 

invention of foreign nations; but their vigilance in this refped, and 

the pains they take for the purpofe, evidently betray the confcious- 
fears and jealoufy they entertain o f thek-fubjeds’ tafte for novelty* 
and their fagacity in difcovering, and wifhing to adopt, the various 
articles of European ingenuity for ufe, convenience, and luxury, in 

preference to their own clumfy, old-fafhioned contrivances . T he 
government alfo probably apprehended danger from our teaching 
their fubjeds things o f which they are now ignorant, but which 
they would be willing enough to learn. No precaution, however, 

can ftand before neceffity; whatever they want from us they muft 
have, and every day they will want more, and elude all means o f  
prevention in order to procure them. Cotton, opium, watches, and 
broad cloth, and tin, they cannot do without ; and I have little 

doubt, that in a fhort time we (hall have almoft a monopoly o f  

thofe fupplies to them.

* I am afTured that feveral fmart young own houfes, and when they come abroad, 
Chinefe o f Canton are in the habit o f wearing cover them over with their ufual Chinefe ac- 
breeches and ftockings, a i ’Angloife, in their coutrements.

4 c But
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But to return from this digreffion to the fubjeS of Chinefe Navi­
gation.— It is a very Angular circumftance, that though the Chinefe 
appear to be fo ignorant of that art, and have neither charts of their 
coafts or feas to direct them, nor foreftaff, quadrant, or other in- 
flrument for taking the fun’s altitude, yet they have for many years 
part, been acquainted with the ufe of the Mariner’s Cotnpal's * j they 
even pretend that it was known to them before the time of Con­
fucius. Be that as it may, the heft writers agree that it was not 
known in Europe till the thirteenth century, nor brought into ge­
neral ufe till the latter end of the fifteenth ; but whether commu­
nicated by Marco Polo on his return from China, or by fome 
other adventurer, remains undecided. The plan of it, according 
to its divifion into thirty-two points, feerns to indicate it rather 
an intended European improvement upon fomething already difco- 
vered, than to be an original invention. The Chinefe Compafa 
being divided only into twenty-four points, it was eafy to add eight 
m ore; and yet, even with this imj^ovement, the European Com- 
pafs in one refpedt labours under one difadvantage when compared 
with the Chinefe one; for in the latter the calculations are much 
eafier, each point anfwering to fifteen degrees, without odd mi­

nutes.
Whoever it was that originally introduced the Mariner’s Compafs, 

as now ufed, of thirty-two points, could not have been extensively 
verfed in fcience; for, long before the difcovery of the magnetic 
needle, philosophers of all nations had agreed to divide the circle 
into 360 equal parts or degrees, a degree into 60 minutes, a minute 
into 60 feconds, & c. &c. The reafon, I prefume, of the general

* Ting-nan chin, or the South-deciding Needle,

. adoption
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adoption and continuance o f thofe numbers, is tbe convenience o f 
their being divifible into integral parts by fo many different numbers.
The points o f our mariner’s compafs, however, happen not to be 
among thefe numbers, for 360 divided by 32, give 114 degrees, fo 
that, except the four cardinal points and their four bifedting points, 

all the others converted into degrees, will be involved with fractions, 

a circumftauce of great inconvenience, although thought immaterial 
by feamen, who have tables for every minute o f a degree ready calcu­

lated to their hands. Now, it is fubmitted, whether the Chinefe, 
without any pretenfions to feience, have not fallen upon a more 
convenient divifion of the card o f their compafs, than the Europeans 

have adopted, with all their pretenfions to fcience. It is quartered
by the four cardinal points, in the fame manner as ours, and each

•%
of thefe is fubdivided into fix points, making 24 points in the whole

card, fo that every point contains r5 degrees, or the fifteenth part 
o f 360.

After all, perhaps a divifion o f the card into 36 points would be 

found more advantageous than any other, for then every point would 
be equal to ten degrees; half a point equal to five degrees, & c . &c. 
and fo on.
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A P P E N D I X .

A  C A T A L O G U E  o f the A R T IC L E S  ^/CO M M ER CE
MENTIONED IN

THE DIGEST OF THE ROMAN LAW,
A ND  IN

THE PERIPLUS OF THE ERYTHREAN SEA.

A F T E R  the former part o f this Work.was publilhed, a recom­
mendation occurred in the Indian Difquifitions of Dr. Robert- 

fon (p 58.), to compare the Roman law in the Digeft with the ar­
ticles of commerce in the Periplus. This talk I undertook with 
great readinefs, and had the fatisfadion to find the concurrence Co 
general, as to encourage me to purfue the companion throughout.
The conclusion derived from the performance of this talk was a con- 
vidion that the digeft was the beft commentary on the Periplus, the 
moft ample proof of its authenticity, and the moft complete illuftra- 
tion of the Oriental Commerce of the ancients. This consideration 
led me to the defire of confolidating the two catalogues into one, in 
which I might concentre the proofs, and at the fame time have an op­
portunity of correding the errors I had been led into by my depen- 
dance on clalfical authorities, without a fufficient knowledge of Na­
tural Hiftory. T o this caufe, I truft, will be imputed, the defeds 
of the former catalogue j and, though the fame caufe may {till ope- 

8 rate,.

 ̂ d
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rate, in a degree, I have now, however, been affifled in removing 
many mifconceptions by the kindnefs of Dr. Falconer of Bath, and 
by that of his Son, who is a fellow-labourer with me in the iiluftra- 

. tion of ancient geography, and the tranflator of the Periplus of
Hanno. To both of them I was known only by my publications, 
and unfolicited by me, both propofed ieveral corrections which I 
am happy to adopt. Tf the objeCt of an author is the inveftigation 
of truth, he will receive all friendly corrections with gratitude, rather 
than defend his errors with pertinacity or ill-humour. I am fenfible 
alfo, that I flood in more need of advice than many others might 
have done, becaufe 1 came to this office with lefs information in 
Natural Iliftory, than was requifite for the undertaking. This, 
perhaps, might have been a fufficient reafon for declining it alto­
gether ; but I wiffied to elucidate the author that I had before me ; 
and, I truft, that what' I have done, will be acceptable to every 
reader who is not deeply verfed in Natural Hiftory himfelf.

N . B . When an article In the following catalogue is found both in the Digeft artd the 
Periplus, it will be marked D . P. j and with one of thofe letters, when it occurs 
only in one of them.

When the obfervations are inferted which I received from Dr. Falconer or hie 
Son, thofe of the Father will be marked F. F. and thofe o f the Son F. 

jObfcrvations which are flill dubious will be marked Q.

T he
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T he Refcript of the Roman Emperors relating to the articles im­
ported into Egypt from the Eaft, is found in the Digeft of the Ro­
man Law, book xxxix . title xvi. 5, 7. in the edition of Gothofred* 
vol. i. p. 570, (belt edition, vol. ii. p. 919.) and cited by SalmafiuS 
Plin. Exercit. p. 1189. Paris edition, 1629. Ramufio, vol. i. p. .371.
Purchas, vol. ii. p. 33, and by Bergeron, & c. & c.

Neither Ramufio or Purchas hav centered into any difcuflion of 
the articles fpecified, but enumerate them as they ftand in the Re­
fcript, which Gothofred fhews to be abundantly incorredt Salma- 
fius has done much towards reftoring the true reading, and much is 

ftill wanting.
The law itfelf, or rather the Refcript, i& imputed by Ramufio to 

Marcus and Gommodus, and, ftanding, as it does, between two 
other Refcripts, which bear their name, it is probable that this opi­

nion is right.
The paffage which precedes the Refcript in the Digeft, is as fol­

lows :
“  The Refcript o f Marcus and Commodus ordains, that no blame 

“  fhall attach to the collectors of the cuftoms, for not noticing the 
“  amount of the cuftoms to the merchant, while the goods are in 
“  tranfit; but if  the merchant withes to enter them, the officer is 
“  not to lead him into error.”

Upon this, it is only necefiary to obferve, that Commodus was 
affociated with his father Marcus Aurelius Antoninus, in the empire, 
four years before his death; that is, from the year 17610 180.
This makes the Refcript more than a century later than the date I 
have affumed for the Periplus, Anno 63. See fupra, p. 57.

ySfc' G°ix * *
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G E N E R A L  TITLE  OF THE SECTION.

Species pertinentes a d  VeSligal,

Which may be rendered, “  Particular articles [of Oriental Com-* 
“  merce] fubjed to duties [at Alexandria.” ] Or, if Species be 
confined to a fenfe in which it was fometimes ufed, it fignifies 
Spices, gtitns, drugs, or aromatics. Salmaiius finews that the fame 
term had been applied in Greek: Inferior Lalinitas fpeciem funpli- 
citer dixit, ut Graeci, l,i\<plov uSo;. A&wiv ii$os. P. 1050. And 
Dr. Falconer obferves from Du Cange: Aromata, vel res quasvis 
aromatics. Gallis, Spices.— Spices were mixed with wine Solo­
mon’s Song, viii. 2 .; and in the middle ages this mixture was called 
Pigmentum, the Spicey Bow ; Potio ex melle et vino et diverfis 
fpeciebus confeda. Du Cange.--~Species is like,wife ufed for the in­
gredients of a compound medicine before they are mixed. F. F.

A rticles o/’ Commercf. mentioned in the DiGES'f, and in the 
Perielus of the Erythrean S ea, ajfigned to A rrian. I.

I. a CqW qcu Abolla. P*

I f this term be Greek, it is remarkable that it fhould not occur 
in any Greek Lexicon, and if it is Latin (as apparently it is), it is 
equally remarkable that a Greek merchant o f Alexandria, fuch as

the
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the author probably was, ffiould have introduced a Latin * term into 
his Greek catalogue ; but Latin teems crept into purer Greek wri­
ters than our author, and commerce perhaps had adopted this, as 
expreffing the actual garment which was neither ufed by, or for­
merly known to the Greeks. The Roman Abolla was a military 
doke *, perhaps not unlike our watch cloke. And the adoption of 
the word is not more ftrange than the ufage of the English in adopt­
ing the French Surtout, or the French adopting the Fnglifh Rcditt- 

. gate (Riding Goat).

-2 . ”  A Q o X o i  v o Q o i  x f i u f t c t T i v o i .

Single cloths dyed and imitating fome of a fuperior or different 
quality. But fee Salmaf. ad Vopiicum.

" A £ 0 X 0 1 ,  according to Salmafius (Plin, Exercit. 10(52,) are fingle 
cloths, the fame as c h r X o i S t s ,  in oppofition to JhrXasJef, or double 
but whether this relates to the texture, to the ornaments wrought on 
them, or the confideration of their being with lining or without, 
feems difficult to determine.' Our weavers call a filk,Jhot, when the 
warp is of one colour and the woof of another; and the word " A & 0 X 0 1  

may be literally rendered unjhot; but it does not follow that this is 
an accurate rendering of the term. Homer mentions garments both 
iingle and double ; and Deborah makes the mother of Sifera fay, that

* The word Abolla is not in Du Cange, Antony by Selene the daughter of Cleopatra, 
but it is in Meurlius, who fays, that the fol- was killed by Caligula, who was a great grand- 
lowing article "ASaXoi ought to be read A&jXXai. fon of Antony, non alia de caufa quam quod 
The gender of the adjedlives ufed with ’ ACoAoi edente fe munus, ingreflum fpedtacula conver- 
js advert1 to this fuppofition. tilfe oculos hominum fulgore purpurea: alelhe'

1 It feems worn as an outer military cloke animadvertit. Suet. Calig. c. 35. It wa3 like- 
hy officers and men o f rank. Ptolemy, fon of wife a garb o f the philofophers, audi /acinus 
Juba, king of Mauritania, grandfon of M. majotis Aboil*. Juvenal.

4 D her
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tier font had perhaps brought home a raiment of needle work, of 
needle work o n  b o t h f t d e x , which is apparently correspondent to the 
tunick, which Ulyffes defcribes to Penelope (Od. lib. T . 230). Ji 
this interpretations, therefore, Should be adtniflible, ” h & o \ o i  

may be rendered p l a i n  c l o t h s  o f  o n e  c o l o u r , and v o f o t  would expi cfo 
that they were of an inferior quality. But fee the term 
Diog. Laertius in Diogene, p. 350. Horace. D u p l i c i 3 p a n n o  patientia 
velat. And the acldrefs of Plato to Ariftippus in Diog. Laert. Ariiiip. 
p. 67. Eo» [ 6 o v a  b e h r c i i  ^ ( p o g h v  o o i K o g .  “  You are the
« only Philofopher who can aflurae with equal propriety the drefs 
“ of. a gentleman or the ordinary garb (|«W ) of a

u  cynick.”

3, ’A $  d u c t s .  Diamond. D. P.

The ancients certainly apply this word to our modern gem the 
diamond, but ufe it in a larger fenfe as we dill ufe adamant, ap­
plied to other hard fubftances. But in the only paffage where it oc­
curs in the Periplus, it is mentioned on a con.il where diamonds very 
probably were to be purchased, and is joined with the Hyacinth or 
Ruby, and other tranfparent Hones.

Theophraftus thought the diamond indeftrudible by fire, which 
is now found to be a miftake, F. Many experiments have been 
tried on tills fubjed of late, and diamonds under the rays of a re­
ceding mirror, have been reduced to c h a r c o a l !

!#' f ; t: Y r ** W k . A « |j§ fi 1 * riJt| ’i ■ , ‘ h 1 u'1 l ' f <v\  t ,,*• o ' bfifV , y ' O'- ‘ ■ $$$■ $m y t h ' §10̂ ; ^ 'Y‘:
4. Alabandu,

A precious Hone between a ruby and an amefhyft. Dutens, p. 16.
But Hoffman renders it toys or trifles. See Coltnas, Ind. Mont-

1 gee Apollonius, Epif. iii. where 'into* is oppofed to tpfm,
faupon,

3 1 6
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fau9on, Nov. Col. Patrum, p. 337. 'fit TotrpoCwtf uret Xonrov hg
t YjV g-epsshi efA,7Topiov, 7j M&pocXXii) (2oi\Xzso‘& xo^Xusg, ££"< K.at)S^ potK\tS(ro&

to  A \ « C m ^ o v .  Marallo feems to be Marawar, and ICaber the 

K averi; and if  pearls are the attribute o f Marallo, fome precious 

(lone fliould o f courfe be the attribute of ivaber.

5. ’axoV d . p.
There are two forts of A loe, one a bitter cathartic, and another 

an aromatic, by fome fuppofed to be the fandal-wood. See Sahn.
Plin. Ex. 10 56; but it is, to all appearance, the Agallochum o f the 
Digeft, mentioned ftill under the name o f Agala, as an odoriferous 
wood by Captain Hamilton, at Mufcat. Account o f  the E. Indies, 

vol. i. p. 68. It is probably ufed by the author o f the Periplus in 
the former fenfe, as being mentioned on the coaft o f Oman in 
Arabia, where the Succotrine Aloe is naturally imported, as the 

ifland Socotra itfelf was under the power o f the Arabs on the main, 
being fubjea to Eleazus king o f Sabbatha, in the neighbourhood o f

Oman.
It is remarkable, that when the author arrives at Socotra, he 

fays nothing o f the Aloe, and mentions only Indian Cinnabar as a 

gum or re fin diftilling from a tree. I was at a lofs to underftand 
what this meant, till I learned from Chambers’s Di&ionary that the 
confounding o f Cinnabar with Dragon’s Blood was a miftake o f an­
cient date, and a great abfurdity. Dragon’s Blood is ftill procurable

at Socotra.

6. Amomum, D . See Kard-Amomum.

4  D  2 7* ’ A v f y u v T e g .
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y. 'AvSfieivTte. Images, 4 P.

Thefe are mentioned as imported into Oman in Arabia; but 
whether as merely ornamental, or objeds of fuperflition, does not 
appear. Dr. Falconer had fuppofed that thefe might be images, 
brought from the Eaft like our China figures; but they are imports 
from Egypt into Arabia, and therefore probably Grecian workruan- 
jEhip. See Peripl. p. 16. F. F, &  F.

8. 'Agyv^fAxra, 'Â yvpS. enceuij, ' Apyu^u ĉtra nro t̂uulvci. Plate,
Plate polifhed. P.

Thefe works in filver do not appear to be the beautiful produce 
of Greek artiflts, but veflels of plate adapted to the market. By the 
frequent mention of thefe articles, they mud: have formed a con­
siderable branch of commerce.

9. 'Aptnvmov. Arfenick. P.

to. Â u(jt,uTu. Aromatics. P,

Drugs in general are comprehended under this term (Sal. filin. 
fix. p. 1049, 1050).

x i. ’A<ry<p)?. A  Jpeties of Cinnamon. See P,

B ,
fffi. BeisAJvas. Bdellium. P.

An aromatic gum, fuppofed to be imported from Africa, but now 
feldoia ufed+. Salrnaiius5 deferibes it as a pellucid exudation from

* Chambers in voce. * Plia, Excrcit. p. 1150.
the

3



f(t)i - <SL
, ■ • . '

A P P E N D I X .  9

the tree fo called, not quite clear, of a waxy fubftance, and eafily 
melted, called by the Portuguefe anime; there are three forts, Ara­
bian, Petnean, and Badrian. It was imported, according to the Pe- 
riplus, from Binnagara, or Minnagara (BekkerJ, in Scindi, and fiom 

Barygaza [Baroach]. in Guzerat.

The nVnn Bhedolahh of fcripture, Gen. ii. 12. Nutn. xi. 7. ren­

dered bdellium, is by the Rabbis rendered chryftal, and has nothing 
in common with the bdellium of the Peiiplus but its tranipatency*
The word bdellium feems a diminutive o f the bdella ufed by our 

author. Pliny, b. xii. c. 9.
There are Bill found three forts; two African, rather o f dark 

brow n' h u e; and one Afiatic, anfwering the defcriptions o f Sal- 
mafius, generally brought to England among parcels of myrrh.
There are fpeceitnens of the African fort in the colledion of Dr.

Burgefs. ' J
Bdella are fuppofed by Benjamin o f Tudela to be pearls (p. 52.

Bergeron) ; and oyflers, either he or his tranflator calls reptiles : he 
finds them at Katiphan (el Katif). And Schikard interprets bedo- 
lach, pearls ; but fays they are not the bdellium of fcripture. Pliny : 
tranflucidum, fimile cer®, odoratum, et cum fricatur, pingue, guftu 
amarum, citra acorem ; aliqui Pcraticum appellant ex Media advec- 
tum. Lib. xii. 9. or 19 Hardouin. Peraticum is the general term 

of the Peri pi us for any article brought from beyond the Straits of 
Bab-el-mandeb; or, according to Hardouin, Ik tuv Trtpotruv tvs yw- 
In Pliny it is evidently a gum ; the heft fort from Badria, and the 
inferior fpecics from Arabia, India, Media, and Babylon. It is alio 

a gum apparently in the Periplus. F.

13. Bcryllus.

/  I f  . \  f
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l$- Biryllus. D. Beryl, V Aigue Marine, Marina.

Some have miftakcn k  for the cornelian, hut the true beryll hat 
the colours of fea water. Pliny, xxxvii. id . Hard. Probatilfimi funt 
ex iis, qui vlriditatem purr mans imitantur. It is a gem of great 
hardnefs, very brilliant, tranfparent, and of a green and blue colour 
delicately mixed, and varying according to the different proportions 
o f either. Dutens.

14. Byjfus, Opus ByJJicum. D. Byffinon.— Cotton Goods.

I underhand there is a work of Dr. Reinhold Forfter, De By fib 
Antique? rum.

. r

15. Gatbane, Galbamim. D.

A gum from a ferula or fennel growing in Africa. Salm. p. 353..
It is an emollient, and ufed in plaifters; fuppofed to be derived 
from the Hebrew chelbena, fat. Exod. xxx. 34. Ecclef. xxiv. 21.
Chambers in voce.— “  Galen, Diofcorides, and Pliny, deferibe it 
“  alfo as the produce of a ferulaceous plant. Bubon Galbanum 
“  foliolis rhombis, dentatis, ftriatis, glabris, umbellis paucis. Linn.
** Sp. PI* P* 364. Little ufed as an internal medicine j but deferibed 
41 alfo by Nicander in the Theriaca.”  F. F.

16. riffa. Zlyttg. rtfr. Afpccies o f  Cinnamon. P, See

Zigeer in Perfick fignifies fmall. The fmaiier and finer rolls of 
cafiia were moil valued, Diofcorides fays, the beft fort was called 
Gizi, which is a corruption of Zigeir.

17* Aacge<r<r<xf
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17. A i x ( > o < r < r i u ,  p. 8. D i c r o j f i a .  —  C l o t h s  e i t h e r  f r i n g e d  o r  

Jlriped. P.

Kogo-ui and x$o<r<rdi, according to Salmafius*, from Hefychius, fig- 
nifies the fteps of a ladder, or in another fenfe, the cornice of a 
wall, or the battlements. Bat he derives the fame word from xtijw, 
to (have, and interprets uô croi, locks of hair. Hence cloths, $ t x g o < r < r i o i t  

he fays, are thofe which have a fringe knotted or twilled.
But Homer ufes the word twice, ift. Kg<W*ff fiv nv^yuv egvov 

Y3 tquirov *7T«x|s/f. M. 258, where it agrees with the interpretation 
o f Hefychius, the cornice of the wall, or as it may be rendered the 

fe p  of the parapet, a rim or line running round below the battlements.
Not differing, perhaps, from the application of the word as ufed 8  35, 
where Homer fays, the Ihips were too numerous to be drawn up on 
the ftiore in one line. T m TT̂ oKpotrcrcit; egwrctv , they therefore drew 

them in lines one behind another like the fteps of a ladder. Agree­
able to the other explanation of Hefychius, or as Apollonius renders 
it, cl.7roxo7i7ri$'f%Tct) in Jlripes .

We may therefore conclude, that we cannot err much in rendering 
the Atxgortn* of the Periplus, either cloths fringed, with Salmafius, 
orfriped  with Apollonius. So Virgil, virgatis lucent fagulis. The
term ufed here is in conjunction with cloths. ” a Go\o i...........^
ktvTiK Ky Sixpotrcriot, where perhaps uCokoi is in oppolition to S f̂tra-nx.
Anna, is- the Latin word Lintea, and Meurfius in voce, fays, Asma 
dxpotrcct. are plain linens, not ftriped.

‘  Plin. Exercit. p. 762. 7 Sec Lennep in voce. * See Apollon. Lexicon in voce.

II l8.
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18. A**>«̂ iav. Denarius.— 7>6i? Roman coin, worth in general 
denomination nearly 8d. jZttglijh. P.

It appears by the Periplus, that this coin v/as carried into Abyf- 
finia for the fake of commerce with ftrangers, and that both go!da 
and filver Denarii were exchanged on the coaft of Malabar again ft 
the fpecie of the country with advantage to the merchant.

ip. faduiik, KiTxa, Ad)tâ . P.
Are joined in the Periplus with Kalita, and are fuppofed to be in­

ferior fpecies of the cinnamon. See Ramufio, in his difcourfe on 
the voyage of Nearchus, and Salrnaf. de Homonymiis Hyles Iatrices, 
c. xcii. c. xciii. a work referred to by Salmafms himfdf, but I have 
not feen it.

2Q. AkA(X«. P.
Slaves of a better fort and for the Egyptian market.

E

2 1. WEXotiov. Oil o f Olives. P.

22. ’ 'EXitpui, Ivory. D. P. Ebur. D.

23. *£um5w*. Fragrant fpices or gums. P.

z
24. Zaven crKturdti. P.

Girdles or puries wrought or embroidered. A  great commerce 
throughout the eaft is ftill carried on in faflhes, ornamented with

* The gold Denarius, according to Arbtuhnot, was the forty-fifth part o f a pound of gold 
in, the age of Nero.

every

' <SL
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every fort of device, and wrought up with great expence. 2kiwt«'< 
does not occur in the lexicons, but probably meansJhaded o f different 
colours.

25. Z l y y i G i g .  Ginger. D. P.

Not mentioned in the Periplus, but by Salmafius " , who fays the 
ancients knew little of it, and believed it to be the root of the pepper 
plant. It is applied to a fpecies of cinnamon by Diofcorides (p. 42.), 
poffibly to an ordinary fort from the coafl of Zanguebar, and Zin­
giber itfelf may be derived from Zingi, the name of the African 
blacks on that coaft.

H .
26. ' H u t o v a  vurviyo}. Mules for the fuddle. P.

0
27. Qvfxua pontons. Gums or Iticenfe. D. P. Mok̂ oth oc­

curs only in the Periplus, p. 7. and without any thing to 
render it intelligible. ,

I

28. ' IfjLOLTtot ( h c i f c t p l y i a .  u .y v x < Q c i  to. tv A i y u r n u  ytvofttva. Cloths, P,

For the Barbarine11 market, undreffed and of Egyptian manu­
facture.— The Barbarines are the ancient Troglodyte Ihepherds o f 
Upper Egypt, Nubia, and Ethiopia, very graphically traced and 
diftinguifhed by Bruce.

”  Plin. Exercit. p. 1070. The welt coaft of the Giftph of Arabia.

4  E ‘ iftXTIX
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‘ifiKTiDt pjxp&apUx ctfytfMtTX yByvocfj.fj.hu. Cloths. P.

For the Barbarine market, drefled, and dyed of various colours.

" ifiu T c a - fjc o i Afa£<Jio< % b i(i>$u s t o {  o t b  «Va«V o % c ive $  k ,  c n c o r a X u r o ;

k, $ut%i>wos. Cloths. P.

Made up, or coating for the Arabian market.

1. XetgtSuToG, P.

With fleeves reaching to the wrift.

2 . Q re utsXSs o ko.ivos. See 'A&oXoi. P.

3. ’S’KOTfiXoCTO;. P.
Wrought with figures. From the Latin Scutum, Scutulatus; the 

figure being in the form of a Afield. A  dappled grey horfe is thus 
called Scutulatus.,

4. A<«%£u<rof. Shot ivith Gold. P.

5. IIoAureAijV. P.
O f great price. -

6. Node?. P.
In imitation of a better commodity.

7. Il£<McrroTifioi. P.

O f a better quality, or in great quantity.

8. TluvroTa;. P.
O f all forts.

9. [ l o X o f t i T a

3 S i
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9. riextfpr* voX vp'/rx. P. Ezekiel, xxvii. 24.
Polymitorum. Vulgate, &c. Pallis Ilya cl nthints, Chlamy- 
dibus coccineis. Chald. Parap.

Of thicker woof, or larger woof than warp. Ch_

29. IvSmov iu\uv. P. Indico. Salmaf. &  Hoffman in voce.

See Pliny, xxxv. 27. Hard, cited by Hoffman, where it is mam-
feftly indico, ufed both as a colour and a dye.

30. ’'iwoi. Horfcs.
As prefents, and as imports into Arabia.

K
31. K.txyxxfios. Kanlamus— Gum Lack. D. P.

According to Scaliger; and Diofcorides calls it a gum. But Sal- 
* mafius rather inclines to think it a drug like myrrh. Lack was ufed

as a purple or blue dye by the Indigo dyers. h$txo£cc<poi. Salmas.
Plin. Exercit. 1148. 1x52. Plin. xii. 20. See Pomet’s Hillory of 
Drugs, b. viii. p. 199) who fays gum of four colours was found in 
one lump. He does not hold it to be Gum Lack, but that it has a 
fmell like i t ; it is found in Africa, Brafil, and Saint Chriftopher’s.
Pomet’s Specimen was from the Weft Indies.

32. KaArij. Kaltis— A  Gold Coin. P.

According to the Periplus it was a coin of this name current in 
Bengal, and that the metal was collected from a mine in the neigh- 

* bourhood. Stuckius fays, a coin called Kalais is ftill current in
4  e 2 Bengal,

' > r ■ y- __
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Bengal, on what authority does not appear. Paoll.no notices the word, 
but I cannot recal the palfage to my memory >t if Is called Kalteen 

. in Bengal, or Kurdeen, in the Ayeen Acbari at prefent, Af. Ref. 
vol. v. p. 26g.

,33’ KntfiafAupov, Kardamom. D.

Both the Amomurn and Cardafnomnm are mentioned in the 
Digeft, and are fuppofed by Dr. Burgefs to be the fame aromatic, 
and that amomum has the addition of kar, from its refembling an 
heart, which it does. I he doubts of Natural Hiflorians on this 
fubjeffc are numerous, arid Salmaflus, after much learned difqui- 
fition, leaves the quefUon undetermined. (See article Koftamomum.)
But the opinion of my friend Dr. is this, that the kardamomum 
dixiers from the amomum chiefly as to its outward appearance in the 
lhape of the pod or the veflels in which it is contained. The true 
amomum, Le lays, is from Java, its pod is in the fhape o f a naftur- 
tium, under which title it is deferibed by Pliny, while the karda­
momum is in the form of an heart. It is brought from Sumatra,
Ceylon, and Africa. The Sumatran approaches neareft that of java, 
both in fhape and flavour, but none of the forts are equal to the 
Javan j the flavour is aromatic, warm, and pungent, in which qua­
lities It is refembled by ail thofe fpecies which take the addition of 
amomum, and I have been favoured with fpechnens of all the dif­
ferent forts by Dr. B. Theophraftus fays both come from Media ; 
others derive them from India. Martin Virg. eciog. in, 89. A fly- 
rium amomum, equivalent to Median. Galen fays it is confiderably 
warm: inavSt. Stephan, in voce. T h e K a ^ u p c v

H<xi ryf $wtxjue&s »<r$sve&Tsoag. Stephan.

in
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in voce. Warmth and pungency aretherefore the qualities of both, 
and the difference in degree accords with the two fpecimens of Dr.
B. Whether the Greeks firft found thefe in Media and Affyria, or 
whether there were aromatics in thofe countries refembling thofe of 
India, may ftill be doubted. The Greeks called cinnamon the 
produce of Arabia, till they had a knowledge of that country them- 
felves.

Murray, vol. i, p. 65, doubts the origin of the name; for he fays,
“  The Indians call it cardamon, but thinks it very dubious, whether 
“  the cardomum of the ancients be the fame. The pericarpium of 
“  the lelfer cardomum has obfcurely the fihapc of a heart. Lewis 
“  fays it is defcribed in the Hortus Malabaricus under the title of 
“  Elettari.”  F. F. What is added mull compel me to retrad my 
fuppofition, that amomum expreffes warmth and pungency. “  No- 
“  tarunt viri dodi upupov X^oivutov, thus effe et fincerum et incul- 
“  patum, veterefque oi ûpov vocaffe omne aroma quod purum et non 
“  vitiatum effet. Bodseus a Stapel. Theophraft. p. 981. Stephan.
“  in voce, ”A^wy.ov." E. F. But in Stevens I find At&ou/os 
and not ufiuftov Xi&uvutov.

If the opinion of Dr. Burgefs be right, which feerns highly pro­
bable, and this aromatic be found only in Java and Sumatra, or per­
haps in Ceylon, it argues in favour of the Periplus, which is filent 
upon this fubjed; for the veracity of the merchant is as much con­
cerned in not noticing what he had not, as in defcribing what he 
had feen. •.

34. Capilli Ind'tci. D.

35. Kaf7r«Vcf.

i »■m
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35. Kxgvuiro;. Karpafus— Fine Muflins. D. P.

Oppofed to ordinary cottons. It is remarkable that the native 
Shanflcreet term is Karpafi, as appears by Sir William Jones’s cata­
logue. Afiat. Ref- vol. iv. p. 231. Calcutta edition. But how this 
word found its way into Italy, and became the Latin Carbafus (fine 
linen) is furprizing, when it is not found in the Greek language.
The Kfcfflrx<nov ? ivou of Paufanias (in Atticis), of which the wick was 
formed for the lamp of Pallas, is Afbeftos, fo called from Karpafos, 
a city of Crete. Salm. PI. Exercit. p. 178.

Carbafo Indi corpora ufque ad pedes velarit eorumque rex aurea 
* leflica margaritis circum pendentihus recumbit diftin&is auro et 

purpura carbafis qua indutus eft. Q^Curtius, lib. via. c. 9. F.— I 
owe this paffiige to Mr. Falconer, and think it may confirm the 
reading of Salmafms of XivUove; fAx^yx l̂n ŝ, for Xii/$o»ts F.&ttpyeiTicis;.
Peripl. p. 34. So Lucan alio, Pharf. iii. 239,

Fluxa coloratis aftringunt carbafa gommis. F. Karpefium is a 
medicinal juice. Diofcor. A  poifonous juice. Galen. It is a fubfti- 
tute for cinnamon, or a fpecies of that fpice.- ’Am Kivvctpufi* Ka -̂ 
Tr'î iov, And c&t/rl Kiwauapus Kcarlxg to tirxAisv i} Kccg'irytrwv. The dif­
ferent fpecies are unknown. Salmaf. p. 1306.— Has Kccowyo-iov any 
reference to the K«g<ptj of Herodotus ?

36. KxovcupvWov. D. Garojalo, It. Girojle, Fr. Clou de Gi­
rojle, Fr.

Our Englilh clove is probably from clou, a nail, which the 
clove refembles, but not without a poffibility that it may be a con- 
tra&ion of girofle. The garyophyllon of Pliny is not the clove. F. F.
The clove is a fpice of the Moluccas, which is the reafon that the

Merchant
y • t ' .
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Merchant of the Periplus did not fee it or record i t ; neither do I 
find it in the catalogue of Diofcorides (Matthioli) as an Oriental 
fpice. It fhould feem therefore from Pliny, the Periplus, and Diof- 

- corides, that this fpice was not known early to the ancients; and 
the reafon was, becaufe they did not go farther eaft than Ceylon.
Salmafius, however, is of a different opinion, as I learn from Dr.
Falconer, who cites his work, De Homonym. Hyles Iatric. c. 95.—  
which I have not feen :

Vidit Plinius Caryophyllon quale apud nos frequens vifitur cujus 
in fummo clavi capite rotundum extat tuberculum piperis grano 
fimile, fed grandius et fragile, rnultis veluti fibris intus refertum.
Calicem floris effe volunt adhuc conniventem, et nondutn apertum, 
videtur exiftimaffe Plinius effe frudlum ipfurn pediculo fuo infi- 
dentem et inhacrentem, nam clavus eUe plane ligneus, et furculi
inftar habere ei vifus eft.......... Caryophyllum ad condimenta olirn
ufurpatam ut piper et coftum, & c . . .  oftendunt apicii excerpta ; ........
quod dixit Plinius de odore Caryophyllorum fidem facit non alia 
fuiffe ejus astate cognita quam quse hodie habentur, &c. Dr. F. is 
not convinced by Salmafius, and his doubt is well founded. F. F.
Cofmas mentions the SvXoKx̂ uipvXXov at Ceylon, and Hoffman (in 
voce) informs us, that the wood of the clove-tree is now ufed in 
odoriferous compofitions and unguents. It is a circumftance in fa­
vour of the veracity of the Periplus, that the Merchant has not 
recorded this fpice; and of Cofmas, that his friend Sopatrus faw 
only the wood. An hundred years later than the Periplus, it had 
found a place in the Digeft : the cuftom-houfe at Alexandria re- ,  
ceived not the imports of one merchant only, but every thing that 
found its way by any conveyance from the Eaft. It ought not to

be

••
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be omitted, “  that caryophyllon is poffibly not derived from the 
|  Greek; for the Turks ufe the term Kalafur, and the Arabs, Ka- 
“  rumfel, for the clove.” NieuhofF. Leg. Batav. vol, ii, p. 93. F. F.
Still it may be inquired, whether the Arabic karumfel may not be 
borrowed from the Greek karuophyl: many Greek terms for plants, 
drugs, & c. adopted by the Arabs, are noticed by Salmafms.

3 7. Ksunrloc. Kafia. D . P.

This fpice is mentioned frequently in the Pcriplus, and with va­
rious additions, intended to fpecify the different forts, properties, or 
appearances of the commodity. It is a fpecies of cinnamon, and 
maniieftly the fame as what we call cinnamon at this day; but diffe­
rent from that of the Greeks and Romans, which was not a bark, nor 
rolled up into pipes like ours. Their’s was the tender {hoot of the 
fame plant, and of much higher value, fold at Rome in the pro­
portion of a thoufand denarii ** to fifty ; it was found only in the 

pofleffion of Emperors and Kings ; and by them it was diftributed 
in prefents to favourites, upon folemn occafions, embaffies, &c.

That it was the tender {hoot, and not hollow, may be proved from 
Pliny, lib. s|i. 19, where he informs us that Vefpafian was the firft 
that dedicated crowns of cinnamon inclofed in gold filagree (auro in- 
terrafili) in the Capitol, and the Temple of Peace; and that Livia 
dedicated the root in the Palatine Temple of Auguftus; after which 
he adds, that the cafia is of a larger fize than the cinnamon (crafliore 
farmento), and has a thin rind rather than a bark, and its value con- 
fifts in being hollowed out (exinaniri pretium eft). He adds, that 
the beft fort has a fhort pipe of this rind or coating (brevi tunicarum

“  Pliny.

fiftula
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fiftula et noil fragili, lege et fragili); this Cafia is manifeftly a Cin­
namon, and by confulting the two chapters o f Diofcorides on Cafia 
and Cinnamon, the beft cafia called Daphnitis, at Alexandria, is 
doubtlefs the fame. Matthioli, p. 42 ; and again his cinnamon is,
“  fottile di rami”  a very fine fpray, with frequent knots, and fmopth 
between the joints. Salmafius cites Galen, who compares the Kar- 
pafium to~s Kuiva-pct’pa cttcp̂ uon, to the extreme fhoot or fpray o f cin­
namon, and axpspcotn is fo peculiarly expreflive of this, as to remove 
all doubt, (p. 1304, Plin. Ex.) but if  our cinnamon is the ancient 
■ cafia, our cafia is again an inferior fort of cinnamon ; both are known 
to our druggifts and grocers; and fince the conqueft o f Ceylon, the 
duty is lowered on our cinnamon, and raifed on our cafia. The 
reafon of which is plain; becaufe the true ahd beft cinnamon is 
wholly our own by the poffeflion of Ceylon, and cafia is procurable 
from Sumatra, and feveral of the eaftern ifles. (See Marfden’s Su­
matra, p. 125.) It is plain, therefore, that we adopt cinnamon for 
the cafia of the ancients, and cafia for an inferior cinnamon. W he­
ther the cinnamon and cafia o f the ancients were both from the 
fame plant, may be doubted ; for there are different fpecies even of 
the beft forts, as we learn from Thunberg; but that both had the* 
fame virtue, though not equal in degree, we are affured by Galen, 
who informs us, that two parts o f cafia are equal to one o f cinna­
mon. (Matthioli, p. 46.) And Galen examined both when he 
compofed the Theriac for the emperor Severus.

I am confirmed in the opinion I had formed by Dr. Falconer, 
who (after citing Linnaeus, Combes, Philof. Tranfad. 1780, p. S73.;
Doffie’s Memoirs o f Agriculture, p .2 0 2 .; Solander; Thunberg,
Vet. Acad. Hanbl. 1780, p. 5 6 .; and'M urray, Apparat. Med. 
vol. iv. pp. 4 4 1,4 4 2 . edit. Gotting. 1787) writes thus: “  I myfelf

4F “ compared
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“  compared two bundles, one of cafia and another of cinnamon,
M anc* prefence of all the phyficians and furgeons of the Ge- 
“  neral Hofpital at this place [Bath], and none of us could find any 
“  difference in the fize of the pieces, in the tarte, flavour, colour,
“  or frnell of the different articles, either in quality or degree.”
Thefe are the two fpecies as now diftinguifhed; that is, the cinna­
mon of Ceylon, and the cafia (fay) of Sumatra. He then adds :
“  Perhaps it may be true that the final 1-branches were called cinna- 

mon [by the ancients], but the difference between that and cafia 
was final!. Galenas palam prodit (inquit Matthiolus in Diofco- 

“  ridem) caffiam fepenuraero in cinnamomum tranfmutari, fate- 
“  turque fe vidiffb caffiae ramulets omni ex parte cinnamomum refe- 
“  rentes, contra pariter infpexifle cinnamomi furculos caffiie prorfus 
“  perfimiles. Matthiol. Diofcor. p. 34. he lays, the flicks of cin- 
“  namon are not in length above half a Roman foot; and Diofco- 

rides, in Matthsoh s tranflation, ules the words tenuibus ratnu- 
“  P- £•— See aifo Larcher, Herod, tom. iii. p. 375. w}10
fijppofes that the excefs of price in the fpray, was occafioned by its 
caufing the deftru&ion of the plant when fo cut.

This fort we mull firft confider, becaufe theythemfelvcs applied 
the name improperly, having it derived, by their own account, 
from the Phemcians \ and giving it to the fame produdtion, thou h 
in a different form and appearance from that by which it is known 
to us.

The kinnamomum of the Greeks and Romans was neceffarily 
derived from the Fbenician ,+, becaufe the merchants of that country 
firft brought it into Greece. The Greeks themfelves had no direft

' , • "X- ■ . .»■: ■, ■; *  ■av-Mf--:-

" JI,:rot!otl!'”  P- ccL Wefr- by Larcher, o f turning the Pheuicians into a
“  See a curious nnftakc of Pliny’s noticed phrenis. Tom. iii. p.^349.

comma-
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communication with the eaft ; and whether this fpice was brought 
into Perfia,s by means of the northern caravans, or by fea into 
Arabia, the intermediate carriers between either country and Greece 
were of courfe Phenicians. It will therefore be no difficult matter 
to prove that the Phenician term exprefles the cinnamon we have, 
and not that indicated by the Greeks and Romans. The teim in all 
thefe languages fignifies a pipe; for the Hebrew nip kheneh is the 

Latin canna ; and fyrinx, fiftula, cannella, and cannelle, convey 
the fame idea in Greek, Latin, Italian, and French. The Hebrew 
term occurs in Exodus, xxx. 23, 24. joined with cafia, as it is 
almoft univerfally in the writings of the Greeks and Romans. It 
is ftyled Sweet Cinnamon, and is written DteO p ip  '*> khinemon 

befem, the fweet or fweet-feented pipe; and the word rendered 
Cafia by our tranllators 11 is imp khiddah, from khadh, to fplit or 

divide longways. Thefe two terms mark the principal dlftin&ions 
of this fpice in all thefe languages; as khinemon befem, Hebrew ; 
cafia fyrinx, G reek; cafia fiftula'’, Latin; cannelle, French; and

15 By Perfia is meant the whole empire. Salm. Plin. E x. p. 540. Certe cafiae nomen
16 The whole 30th chapter is worth con- pro ea fpecie quae folvit alvum ex Acacia fac­

e t in g  on this carious fubjefft, as it proves that turn quamvis diverfum fit genus. Id. p. 1056. 
many of the Oriental fpices and odours were, This corruption is not of very modern date; 
even in that early age, familiar in E gypt. for Ealmafius adds, U t mirum fit adte hos

>; I f  from this chapter of Exodus we prove treccntos et amplius annos, cafiam fillulam 
that cinnamon was known to the Hebrews i n  Latinis diftam, earn qus purgandi vim habet. 
the age of Mofes, we have a fecond proof o f See alfo Ramufio, vol. i. p. *82. 
its being ufed in the embalmment of the mum- Mr. Falconer doubts concerning the eafia 
mies from Diodorus, lib. i. 91. tom. i. p .  i o s .  f i f t u l a ,  but acknowledges that Bodaeus o n  

Larchcr, tom. ii. p. 334- Theophraftus, p. 293. is of a contrary opt-
»  The cafia fiftula of the moderns is a drug nion. F. I cannot help thinking that the 

totally diftimft: it is a fpecies of fenna which authorities here produced, in conformity to 
comes from the Levant, E gyp t, Brafil, and Bodaeus, mull preponderate, 
the Antilles, and is a corruption from Acacia.

4 F 2 ia
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in the fame manner the inferior fort is khiddih, H ebrew ; xyio- 

cafia Greek ; cafia lignea, Latin,
Whether the Greeks and Latins derive their term from the 

Hebrew Utine-mon *°, or from the compound kheach-arnomum, h  
not fo eaiy to determine ; for amomum is a general term 5' for any 

warm dreg or fpice, and kin-amomu.m, in this form, would be again 
the i’pice-carma, the cafia fiftular under another description. But that 
the cafia fiflula and the cafia lignea are marked as the two leading 
diitind fpecies, from the time of Mofes to the prefent hour, is felf- 
evident, And I now lay, that if  the Romans applied the term 
G nnam oa to the tender fhoot of this plant, and not to the pipe 
cinnamon, fuch as w e now have it from Ceylon, their ufe o f the 
word was improper. That this was the cafe, there is reafon tp. 
th in k ; but that there was fome obfeurity or fluctuation in theic 

triage, is certain alfo.
Salmafius1* quotes Galen to prove that the plant itfelf was brought 

to the emperor Marcus Aurelius, from Barbarike” , in a cafe even

*» Thift, fpecies is dlftin&Iy marked in the I  cannot help thinking that Pl3]5»

Romau Law de publicans, leg. xvi. D . Cafia- Rhenneh befem, and 5 3 ^ 3  p j j > ,  khinnemon 
lyrinx, X yio; cafia. S a l* . >ojS . i A  in Can- be ^  th# fame ^  T h e fwert khenne,

u a?  balonW” ’3) N ; r‘l,U8> f JCU3* ™ U“  c 2 ‘  the fweet khinnemom Notwithftandmg khen- 
in the'Peri 5ufi heh btfem is rendered calami odoritcri, the
'r' ' * m " V f r o r a  n i p ,   ̂ real, cairn*, and calamus, it »  certainly not technically

‘W if  . • * ;•<{ , , ,  r the calamus aromaticus.
the termination doubtful, but probably born t  ̂ j

t o  n i l ? .  1 , » in .h i. fe«(. .k»t .  E s  • c J » * A « a « a ,  '
manna, figaifies the food from Hea- j

ven> the peculiar food or bread. A n d  hence >, Barbamkf is perhaps not a proper name, 
t D ( l33*' the peculiar raana, by way of pre- ^ut the port frequented by the Barbara o f 
eminence. Parkhurlt derives it not from fp jp , A del or Me iyllon. It is Ute mart in Scin di; 
canna, but from Q jp» khanam, to fmell ftrong, but whether Patala or Minnagarr. is difficult 

but he allows there is no fuch verb in Hebrew, tp determine.

10 feet
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feet long. Galen favv this, and there were other cafes of a fmaller 
flze, containing fpecimens ol an inferior fort. This, therefore, niuft 
be in a dry ftate; but this he fays was the true cinnamon. Un­
doubtedly it was, for the plant itfelf, and the fpice, as we have it,, 

in its ufual form, have this difference and no more. But Galen/ 
fays, in another paflage 1+, that cafia and cinnamon are fo much, 
alike that it is not an eafy matter to diftinguifh one from the other.
And Diofcorides writes, “  Cafia grows in Arabia ; the beft fort is 
“  red, of a fine colour, almoft approaching to coral,, ftrait, long,.
« and pipy, it bites upon the palate with a flight fenfation of heat,
« and the beft fort is that called Zigir, with a fcent like a rofe.”
This is manifeftly the cinnamon we have at this d ay; but he adds, 

cinnamon has-many names, from the different places where it [is- 
a procured or] grows. But the beft fort Is that which is like the 
« cafja of Mofyllon, and this cinnamon is called Mofyllitic, as well 
a as the cafia.” This therefore is only a different fort of the fame 
fpice, but it does not grow either in Arabia or at Mofyllon, it took 
its name from either country, as procured in the marts of either.
This traffic is explained in the Periplus, but Diofcorides was unac­
quainted with it. The defeription ls he gives of this cinnamon is, 
a That when frefh, and in its greateft perfedion, it is of a dark 
a colour, fomething between the colour of wine and [dark] afh,
“  like a fmall twig or fpray full of knots, and very odoriferous.”
This is manifeftly not our cinnamon, but the fame as Galen’s, the 
tender fhoot and not the bark. It is worth remarking that Diof­
corides lived in the reign of Nero1S, and if the true fource of cinna-

34 See Ramufio, vol. i. p. 282. The whole p. 348. He is equally indebted to Salmaflus 
of this is from Ramufio. as myfelf.

« See Larcher’s whole Diflertation, tom. iii. 16 Hoffman in voce.
, mon
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jfion was then ju ft beginning to be known by means of the navigation 
detailed in the Periplus, this knowledge had not yet reached Alia 

M inor or Rome. Pliny v;h» lived a few years later had ju ft arrived 
at this information* for he fays exprefsly, M ofyllon was the port to 

which cinnamon was brought l®, and confequently the port where it.

■ was procured fey the Greeks from Egypt, and through Egypt con­

veyed to Rome. It had long been procured there, and long ob­
tained the name o f Mofy Hide, but it was now known not to be na~

* -live, but imported at that place.
The trade to M ofyllon was opened by the Ptolemies j ftili, before 

the exiftehee of a Grecian power in Egypt, the Greeks had probably 
little knowledge o f it, but from the importation of it by the Phcni- 
clans; and the Phenicians received it, either by land-carriage from 
the Idun’ eans o f Arabia, or when they navigated the Red Sea tbem- 
feben with the fleets o f Solomon, they obtained it immediately from 
Sabea ; perhaps aifo, i f  Ophir is Soft la on the coaft of Africa, they 
found it either at that port, or at the others, which the Greeks after­
wards frequented. Thefc lay chiefly in Barbaiia, (the kingdom 
o f Adel,) comprehending the ports o f M ofyllon, Malao, and Mun- 
clus, where it was poffsbly always to be net with, This commerce 

indeed is at beft only conjectural, neither could it be of long dura­
tion, as it ended with, the reign o f Solomon, and was never re­

fum ed; but that the Phenicians had a fettled iutercourfe with Sabea 
we learn incontrovertibly from Ezekiel %  and that Sabea was the 
centre of Oriental commerce, is proved in our account o f the Pc- 

riplus.

DioiVoridus was a native of Anazarba; jS Tonus Mofyllites quo dnnamoraum tie-
but whether he wrote there or at Rome, I vebhur. Lib. vi. c. *9.

pot been able to chfcowr. * Cap. xxviL y. *3. Sheba is Sabea.

It
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It is this circumftance that induced all the early writers to impute 
the produce of India to the foil of Arabia; an error which com­
menced with the firft hiftorians extant, and which exifted in hiftory 
till the age of Pliny, and in poetry almoft to the prefent hour.
Fable is the legitimate prbgeny of ignorance ;*Ve are not to wonder, 
therefore, when we read in Herodotus30, that cafia grew in Arabia, 
but that cinnamon was brought thither by birds from the country 
where Bacchus was born, that is India. The term ufed by Hero­
dotus indicates the cinnamon we now have; for it fignifies the peel, 

hull, or rind3' o f a plant, and evidently points out the bark, under 
which form we ftill receive this fpice. The error of Herodotus is 
repeated by Theophraftus, who affigns both cafia and cinnamon to 
Arabia11: this intelligence I receive from Bochart; and I am obliged 
to him alfo for a very curious citation from Uranius, in Stephanus 
de Urbibus, who fays, the country o f the Abafenes produces myrrh, 
aromatic gums or odours, frankincenfe, and the bark [of cinna­
mon]33. This paffage is valuable as the firft inftance extant in which 
the name of Abyffinians is mentioned. But it is not to be depended 
on, unlefs it can be referred to the conquefts of that nation in 
Arabia, for thefe Abafeni are evidently joined with the Arabians of 
Sabea and Hadramaut.

But whatever errors are to be found in ancient authors, relative 
to the production of fpices in general, and cinnamon jn particular,

Lib. iii. p. 252. ed Weif. and p. 250. Jones, A f. Rtf. iv. n o ,  113.
■ where he mentions a fimilar fable o f ferpents u 'H rut A*aurnw ;:*i ovac; [qtiod 
which guard the frankincenfe. Jfu] *ai xai KEPIXAOOJJ. 1 ocliart,

31 Xatfta, from arefacio, to dry;  vol. i. p. 106. Ktprafor >'« probably the Kaf-
and hence the dry hull, peel, orfhellof a plant of  Herodotus, unlefs it is a lalfe reading
or-fruit. for KajTcsSo/ or Kajiraaro, one o f the terms for

31 Bochart, voi. i. p. 105. Sir William cotton.

ftill
4* '
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iftiU that they found their way into Egypt, Paleftinc, Greece, and 
all the countries bordering on the Mediterranean, in the eariteft 
ages, is a fad. This admits o f proof from the thirtieth chapter of 
•Exodus, and we have, traced the courfe of their introduction in the 

preliminary difquifitions of the firft book.
W e may now, therefore, proceed to examine the various forts of 

this l'pice mentioned in the Peri plus,, which amount to ten ; and 
G j  very remarkable It is, that the modern enumeration of profeffor 

Thunberg fhould comprehend juft as many ipecies. Not that it is 
to be fuppofed the fpecies correi'ppad, but the coincidence o f number 
is extraordinary. It is worthy of notice alfo, that cinnamon is a 
term never ufed in the Peri pi u s ; the mereharit dealt only in cafiaj 
cinnamon was a gift for princes. There is, even in this minute cir- 
cumftance, a  prefutnption in favour o f his veracity, not to be palled 
without obfervation.

It has been already mentioned in the account o f Ceylon, that the 
ancients, who firft referred this fpice to Arabia, and afterwards to 
the cinnamomifera regio in Africa, as fuppofing it to grow in thofe 
countries becaufe they procured it there, never mention it in Ceylon.
I think, with Sir William Jones, that this is one o f the obfeureft 
oircumftances in ancient commerce. Can we conceive that it grew' 
there in any age, and was afterwards eradicated? or mu ft we not 
rather conclude, in conformity to the fu fir ages of all the moderns, 
that there is no genuine cinnamon but that o f Ceylon, and that the 
commerce itfelf was a m yftery? The firft author that mentions 
cinnamon in Ceylon is the Scholiaft on Dionyfms Periegetesj at 
leaft I have met with no other, and I mention it to promote the 

inquiry.

A The
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The ten forts in the Periplus arc,

I, MQtrvXXiTiKrj. Mofyllitick. P.

So'called from the port Mofyllon, where it was obtained by the 
Greeks from Egypt, and whither they always reforted, from their 
firft paffing the Straits of Bab-el-Mandeb. It was tlie'cafia fiftula; 
the fame as we now have from Ceylon, and impoited at Mofyllon 
direaiy from India, or from the Arabian marts on the ocean, which 
were rivals of the Sabeans. It is mentioned by feveral authors as 
the beft fort, or inferior only to zigeir, and therefore could not be 
native ; there is indeed cinnamon on. the coaft o f Africa, but it is 
hard, w oody34, and of little flavour. The regio cinnamomifera of 
Ptolemy bears no other fort but this: lie,.places this trad at the 
boundary of his knowledge, that is, between Melinda and Mofam- 
bique; and if it is in any way entitled to the name, it cannot be 
from its own produce, but on account of the importation of the 
fpice from India; the traders who found it there, might fuppofe it 
native, in the fame manner as the early writers fpeak of the Mofyl- 
litic, and which (as has been already noticed) Pliny firft mentions 
as imported. The Mofyllitic fpecies is rarely called cinnamon by 
the ancients, but cafla only. Their cinnamon was exhibited as a 
rarity, like that of Marcus Aurelius before mentioned. Antiochus 
Epiphanes” carried a few boxes of it in a triumphal proceflion; and 
Seleucus Callimcus prefented two minae of this fpecies, and two of 
cafia, as the gift of a king to the Milefians. The cafia, or modern

m Seven different forts Oriental, and two flavour. _ It anfwers well to the c h a r te r  o f

f e .  5  T “  *■ - -
is not a bark, but a mere flick, with little

^ G cinnamon
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cinnamon was fqund formerly in Java, Sumatra, and the coaft of 
Malabar; from the coaft of Malabar it found its way to Africa and 
Arabia; but when the .Dutch w ere.inafters o f Cochin '5, they de- 
ftroyed all the plants on the coaft, in order to fecure the, monopoly 
to Ceylon; and none is now met with on the coaft, but an inferior 
wild fort, ufed by the natives, and brought fomedmes to Europe for 
the purpofe of adulteration,

2. ZiyuQ> TiX*. Gizeir, 7/tgcir, Gizt. P.

This fort is noticed an d 'described by Diofcorides, as already 
mentioned ; and to his defeription I can only add, that zigeir, in 
Per fan. and Arabic, as X am informed, fignifies /wall 3\ The fmaller 
bark muft o f covrfc be from the fmaller and tenderer {boots, which 
is Jftill efteemed the b e ll; the harder and thicker bark is cut and 
made to roll up in imitation o f this, but is inferior, though from 
the fame plant. This at leaft is fuppofed ; but I do not fpeak from 
authority.

3. ’As-v'ty. Afuphi. P. Afyphemo in Matthioii, p. 42. Per­
haps for ’ArvptiXog.

This term, if  net Oriental, is from the Greek afuplidlds,
fignifying cheap or ordinary; but we do not find afuphe ufed in this 
manner by other authors: it may be an Alexandrian corruption of 
the language, or it may be the abbreviation of a merchant in his 
invoice.

36 The Dutch are sccttfed o f this b y their any where but in Ceylon, 
rivals, as well as dimfniihing the growth of 37 I doubt this relation at die fame time I 
nutmegs, &c. in the Molucca Iflands. But I notice it $ but an inquiry might fttll be made, 
obferve in the account of Hugh Boyd’s En> whether the Greek term caja be not a cor- 
hafly to Ceylon ( Iod, Annual Regifter, 1799), ruption o f fhsi. 
an afierticn, time the true cinnamon never grew

4 .  A a u u x .
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4. !,A^(u«. Aroma. D. P.
Aroma Is the general name for any warm fpice or drug; but it Is 

twice inferted in a lift of cafias, and is therefore probably a fpecies 
as well as the others. It would intimate an aromatic fmcll or favour, 
and is poffibly one of fuperior quality. 'Q is remarkable that Mofes 
tiles the fame term of fweet-fcented cinnamon.

#
, 5. MuyXa. Mogla. P.

A  fpecies unknown.

6. Motu, Mato. P.
A  fpecies unknown.

7. SxX^oTEga. Sclerotera. D. P. Xylo QaJJia, Wood Cinnamon. D.

From the Greek Expo's, hard. This is a term which occurs
frequently, and perhaps diftinguilhes the cafia lignea (wood cinna­
mon) from the cafia fiftula (cannelle or pipe cinnamon) : it may, 
however, lignify only a hard and inferior fort, in oppofition to 
brittlenefs, which is one of the charafters of the fuperior fpecies.

8. C), 10. A sfo sK as, Kittoc, J\xxot̂ . Doocikai Kittat Dacar. P.
Dacar is noticed by Diofcorides, Matthioli, p. 42.

and Moto by Galen. F.

All unknown. But Salmafius, and other commentators, agree in 
fuppofing them all to be fpecies of the fame fpice.

Under Caffia, in the Digeft, are mentioned,
1. Turiana vel Tbymiama, and
2. Xylo Cajfta.

4 g 2  Turiana
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Turiana and Thy mi am a are espreffions for the fame thing la 

Latin, and Gr'etk— Incenfe. Kafxa was mixed perhaps with incenfe 
in the temples, as well as other aromatic gums and odours. See 
Hoffman in Thymiama. If a Dr. Falconer fuppofes thefe not to be 
different fpecies of cafia, °>r mixtures with it, but limply thus and 
thymiama j which, however, xylo caffia fee ms to contradict, He 
thinks alfb, “  that turiana may be the laurus caffia which grows in 
“  Spain, on the river Turia or Guadalaviar.”

** Floribua et rofeis formofus Turia ripis.”
C hudian de Laudibus Seren e, jz.

Thefe are the ten forts enumerated in the Periplus,J. Profeffor 
Thunberg, who vifited Ceylon in his voyage from Batavia, reckons 
ten forts likewife. Four-of nearly equal value and excellence } three 
that are found only in the interior above the Ghauts39, in the go­
vernment of the king of Candi j and three which are not worth 
gathering. The moll remarkable which he mentions are :

The raffe *° or penni-curundu, honey cinnamon, and capuru 
curundu, or camphor cinnamon, from the root of which camphor 
is diftilled: this laft is found only in the interior. The cinnamon 
for the European market was' collected in the woods by the natives 
employed in the Dutch fervice, but has fmee been planted on the 

, iandy downs on the coaft. Thefe plantations, belides their conve­
nience, are fo thriving, that the practice is likely to be continued.
Can I conclude this account without obferving, that this rich and

5" Tw o other forts may be collected from con It is a level, the interior is high and table 
Galen $ Arebo, and Daphoite. Lucher, He- land. Allpbovc the mountains is liill pofieU'cd 
rod. vol. hi. p. 34j. by the king of Candi; the Dutch had, and

■ * I  ufe the term improperly, but Ceylon Englifli have, only the coaft. 
partakes of the nature of the continent— the 40 See Knox’s j-Iiflory of Ceylon, p, 16.

valuable
m
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valuable ifland is now in the poffeflion of the Englifli; and without 
a prayer, that the commerce may be conduced on more liberal 
principles, and the natives treated more generoufly by them than by 
their predeceffors? The knowledge which the ancients had oi 
this ifland is treated at large in the Sequel to the Penplus; 
and it is to be hoped that the prefent governor, Frederick North, 
whole mind is ftored with ancient knowledge, and whofe attention 
is alive to modern information, will communicate his refearches to 

the public.
I have only to add, that the Sanfkreet names of this fpice are 

Savernaca and Ourana, as I learn from the Afiatick Refearches, 
vol. iv. p. 235.; and that Salmafius mentions Salihaca as the Arabic 
appellation, which he derives from the Greek ZuXiKvj, lignea, or 
woody (p. 1306.), but which, if I did not pay great refpeft to his 
authority, I Ihould rather derive from Salike, the Greek name of 
the ifland in the age of Ptolemy.— I have now only to requefl that 
this detail, too prolix for the work, may be accepted by the reader, 
not as the natural, but the claffical hiftory of cinnamon.

** 38. Kcctrcrirê oc. ‘Tin. P.'
Tin is mentioned as an import into Africa, Arabia, Scindi, and 

the Coaft of Malabar. It has continued an article of commerce 
brought out of Britain in all ages, conveyed to all the countries on 
the Mediterranean, by the Phemcians, Greeks, and Romans, and 
carried into the Eaftern Ocean, from the origin of the commerce.
It is only within thefe few years it has found its way into China in 
Britifh veflels, where it is now become an article of lucli magnitude, as 
greatly to diminifh the quantity of fpecie neceflary for that market.

39. Kami-
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39, K«ttu4’^/v%, liargav017?tyrh KaSaXnjr. Kilttybutin(1, Pqtr&m
papige, Kabalite. Peripl. p. 28,

Different fpeeies o£ nard See N^&sv E,

4a, Ketmineu KTrXoi' v ttoK̂ S. Raunakai. P,

Coverlids plain, of no great vlaue (or, according to another read­
ing, not many), with the nap'on one fide. Hefychius and Phavo- 
rinus, cited by Hudfon,

41. Ceraunium. D. A  gem.

Sal in all us fays there are two fortf:
1. A pure chryftal.
2. Another red, like a carbuncle. V

f  ie thinks the chryftal to be the true ceraunium ; and that Cfaudian 
■ is miftaken when he writes,

Pyrcceifque fub amris 
Ignca fultnine* legere Ceraunia nymphrc

42. KoKxvoibtpui/Tx. Kolandipbonta. P.

Large fhips on the coaft of Coromandel, in which th<? natives 
traded to Bengal and Malacca. They had veffels alfo called fangara, 
made of one 'piece of timber, which they ufed in their commerce 
on the coaft of Malabar. The roonoxyla of Pliny were employed in 
bringing the pepper down the rivers to the coaft. Lib. vi. 23,

43. K o ^ a X i o v ,  C o r a l .  P.

44. Kocrrof Cojlm, Cq/lum. D. P.
Is confidered as a fpice and aromatic by Pliny, lib. xii. c. 12.

41 It is worthy of remark, that in the enu- the Mtlcfians, there (hould be this diftmdion : 
mcration df gifts made by SekufcQsCidtmicus to Fran kitK.cn fe - - 10 talents.

It
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It is called radix, the root, pre-eminently, as ward is ftyled the leaf.
Coftus being, as we may fuppofe, the beft of aromatic, roots, as nard 
or fpikenard was the beft of aromatic plants. This fuppofition ex­
plains a much-difputed pafiage of Pliny. Radix et folium Indis 
eft maximo pretio: the (root) coftus, and the (leaf) fpikenard, arc 
of the higheft value in India, Radix cofti guftu fervens, odore 
eximio, frutice alias inutili: the root of the coftus is hot to the tafte, 
and of confummate fragrance ; but the plant itfelf, in other lefpeds, 
without ufe or value. It is found at the head of the Pattatene, 
where the Indus firft divides to inclofe the Delta; of two forts, 
black and white, the black is the inferior fort, and the white beft.
Its value is fixteen denarii43, about twelve {hillings and eight pence 
a pound.— Thus having difeuffed the coftus or root, he proceeds to- 
the leaf or plant: De folio nardi plura dici par eft; but ol this here­
after. It is here only mentioned to give the true meaning of the-

paffage.
This root is faid, by Salmafius, to grow in Arabia as well as India 

and I do not find that it has acquired any European name, though 
it was formerly much ufed in medicine, and called the Arabian, 01 
true coftus. It is confounded by Gothofred, firft with coftamomum, 
which he derives from Mount Amanus, and fecondly, with carda-

h . , talent. , in voce. Son nom le plus commun eft Betre
c  ga .  . 3  pounds. ' eu Betle, dont le premier fe prononce aufli
Cinnamon - - - 2 pounds. barra, qui fignifie chez les Indiemycn general
Coftus . . . , pound. la fcuille de quelquc plante, et qm s’apphque

The reafon is evident ; frankinccnfe and par excellence a la fcuille de Tembul, en par- 
myrrh were procurable in Arabia, which bor- ticuher. , ,  ..
dered on his own kingdom. Calia, cinnamon, Pliny has applied the leaf par excellence to
and coftus were Eaft India commodities. See the nard, and then confounded feveral pro-
Chilhull, Antiq. Afiat. p. 7 » • of the betel wit1‘ {t- Sec

-  But the leaf is applied pre-eminently to. « The numbers in Pliny are dubious.
the betel in India to this day. See Herlelot

mom urn-..
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xnomum* (Sec Salna. p. 400, &  feqq.) I have fuppofed that amo- 
■ nnitn, as it is found in cinn-amcmum, carda-momum, and coft- 

amomurn, implies the warmth and gentle pungency of an aromatic; 
for the amomutn itlelf, if we know what it is, is of a hot, ipicy, 
pungent taftc. (Chambers’s D id . in voce.) But Sal maims and Hoff­
man feem to trace it to a Greek origin (d p ^ V , mculpatus), and to 
fignify unadulterated. They apply it likewise to momia or mumia, 
becaufe the amomutn was particularly ufed to preferve the body, from 
putrefaction. It was found in India and Syria, but the heft in Aia- 
bia (imported ?}. The Arabian is white, fweet, light of weight, and 
fragrant; the Syrian is heavier, pale, and ftrong fcented. Gothoired, 
from I fid. xvii. Hiofcorid. lib. i. c. 14* -Gin. i. 2. and xii. 24* 
piofcorides fays it grows in Armenia, Media, and Pont us, c. ’ 4-» 
but the whole account is very dubious; all fpeak of its warmth 
and pungency; but let us apply this to the coftus, which, in tegaid 
to its unadulterated Hate, and its qualities, is ftiil much queftioned; 
jts properties are— “  I. Fragrance: Odorum eaufa unguentorumque 
|  et deliciarum, fi placet etiam fuperftjtionis gratia erauntur quo- 
« niam thure fupplicamus et coho. Piin. xxii. 44. Coftum nxolle 
“ date et blandi mihi. thuris odores. Ure puer coflum Affyrium 
“  redokntibus aris. Propert. lib. iv. IIA«r^ &XUV orftmr
t# Diof.— II. Pungency ; both coflus and coftamomum are faid to 
« be of a warm, pungent quality : nxus~vs Se tv; xxt Bepftqt
<* -zsreyti r.notr\rog &«< Svvaf4,eh(. Galen. Guftu fervens, Pliny. It is 
« mentioned in the Geoponica, as one of the ingredients for making 
“  the fpiced wine, called Trmxxeta,. Lib. vii, c. 13. But the bell 
“  writers on the coflus of the ancients think it is not ascertained. <,
F. F. Pfeudoc.oflua nafdtur in Gargano Apulia? monte. Or the 
cdilus brought from the Eaft Indies there are two forts, but ieldom 

(5 more
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