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more than one is found in the ihops, coftus dulcis officinarum : this 
root is the fize of a finger, confifts of a yellowifti woody part in-
c.lofed within a whitifh bark.........the cortical part is brittle, warm,
bitterifh, and aromatic, of an agreeable fmell, refembling violets or 
Florentine orris. New Difpenfatory.— It always contrads a bitter- 
nefs, and grows black by keeping, which probably accounts for the 
white being more valuable (as Pliny fays), becaufe it is frefh. M. •
Geoffroi, a French academician, mentioned under this article in 
Chambers’s Di&ionary, confiders it as the European elacampane 
root, which, he afferts, when well fed and prepared, has the pro
perties of the Indian aromatic.

Coftus corticofus, bark coftus, has a fcent of cinnamon.

45. Ku7ts£0?. P. Cyperus.

An aromatic rufh. (Plin. xxi. 18. Matthioli in Diofcor. p. 26.)
It is of ufe in medicine. The bed from the Oafis of Ammon, the 
fecond from Rhodes, the third from Thrace, and the fourth from 
Egypt. It is a different plant from the Cypirns, which comes from 
India. See Hoffman. Chambers.

A
46. Ac t S a v o v D. P.

A  gum or refin, from a plant called leda, lada, or ledum, a fpecies 
of ciftus. It is of a black colour, from Arabia ; the Eaft India fort 
is very heavy, and like a grit-ftone in appearance. Dr. Burgefs

«* Herod, lib. iii. p. 253. where he fays, grant, odorific gum. See Larcher, Herod, 
it is collected from goats’ beards, a moll fra- tom. iii. p. 350.

4 h informs
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informs me that It is adulterated with pitch from Pegu. It is 
collected in Crete from the beards of goats. Plin, xxvi. 8. And 
Tournefort faw it obtained from the thongs of whips laflred over 
the plants in the fame ifland. It is Hkewife obtained by a bow- 
firing bound with wool, to which the lanugo adheres. F.

„ 4 7 ,  A cckkoi; Laccus» Coloured Lack, IX  P. s

Is a gum adhering to the fmall branches of trees, fuppofed to be 
dcpofited by an infect. When taken off and melted it is reddilh, 
formed into granulated feed, in which form it is ufed as lack lor ja
panning ; or into fliell-lack for Sealing-wax. Pomet. b. viii. p. 200.

A dye of the red purple (according to Ramufio, pref. to the Pe- 
riplus, lacco de tingcreJ j but Satmafius, Pun. Exereit. p. 1 i 60, fays 

it is a cloth of this colour.

4 8 . Lafer. Benzoin, D .

“  This appears to be the filphium found in Syria, Armenia, and 
“  Africa, Dioi'cor. Hi. 79. Lafer eft liquor feu lacrymp, G rads 
« x a r i Latinis lafer nominatur. Matthioli, Dtof. in voce. That 
« is the inlpiffated juice. The ftalk was called filphium ; the' root,
“  magugdaris; the leaves, mafpeton. Theophraft. vi. 3. The X<A- 

“ (pm xoiuXof x, onos are mentioned by Hippocrates even as articles 
« of food, and Paid to be taketj largely by fome, but with caution,
“  becaufe it was apt to remain long in the body o f thofe unac- 
“  cuftomed to it. Theophraftus mentions the ftalk as food ; Apicius 
“  dates it among the condiments of the table rTofclis lafa-muhi 
« hce'dus lafaratus. Perfumes were formerly ufed in England with 
♦« meat; the nobility were made lick with the, perfumed viands of 
41 Cardinal Wolfey.” F. F.— The country moil famous for producing 

6 , it

^ * 3  ' '•

■ G°îx
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U was Cyrene in Africa, where it was fo much a ftaple commodity, 
that the Cyrenian coins were marked with the iilphium. It is now 
brought from Siam and Sumatra *, is ufed in medicine and cofmetics.
See Chambers in voce, and Gothofred, who cites Columella, vi. 17. 
lfid. xvii. 9. It is vulgarly called Gum Benjamin. Pliny mentions 

it inter eximia nature dona, xxii. 23-

49.  A'iVTicc. Linen, from the Latin lintea. See I / ^ t^ uoV- P.

50. AtGetvos. Frankincenfe4S. D. P.

51. AiGeucf I  From beyond the Straits o f Bab-cL

Mand-eb. P-
A  gum or refin fufficiently common in Europe h ill; originally 

introduced from Arabia only, and ufed by (he nations on the Medi
terranean under the denomination of thus and libanus which aie fy- 
nonymous. Its name is derived from p b , laban,̂  white, Heb. and 

loban, Arabic, becaufe the pureft lort is white without mix
ture. See Bochart, tom. i. p. 106. Hence libanus and the cor
rupt olibanum. M . Polo calls it encens blanc. Bergeron’s Col. 
p. 1 $3. It was chiefly brought from Hadramaut or Sagar, a trad 
of Arabia on the ocean. The heft fort is likewife in fmall round

grains c a l l e d from the Arabic “n33’ chontler- Bochart’ ibid*
But Niebuhr fays, that the libanus of Arabia at prefent is greatly in
ferior to that brought from India, as being foul, mixed with fand 
and hones ; headdsalfo, that the plant which produces it, though 
cultivated at Kefchin and Schahr (Sagar) is not native, but origi
nally from Abyffinia. See Niebuhr. Arabia, tom. i. p. 202. ii.

| Olibnnus, oleum T.Ibani. Be{* iias many fPcc!raen8 of Arabian li-
46 It grows yellow by keeping- l^r- Bur- banus.

4 11 2 P- l 3 l *
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p.  1 3 1, in which opinion he k  fupported by Bruce. ' T h e Arabians 
paid a thoufand talents of frankincenfe by way of tribute to Perfia.

Plin. xiL 17. Herodot. When Niebuhr was in Arabia, the Englifit 
traders called the Arabian fort incenfe of frankincenfe, and the In
dian or better fort, benzoin, and the world benzoin was efteemed 

more than the heft incenfe. The Arabs themfelves preferred the In

dian to their own, and called it bachor Java, either becaufe it grew 
in that Bland, or was imported from Batavia. See alfo d’Anville,
Georg. Anc. tom. ii. p. 223.

5 2 .  A t&ictf Tct\r,z w A uoves yeptj x* asAXjjj Mugfinjf ry; ye cpzvqz ev 

AioviroXu. Glafs and Foredune made at Dhfpolis, P,

ift. Lithia Hyala. Several forts o f glafs, pafte, or chryflak 
See article AtBix Suupikvfc

2d. AtB!» Mo îvy. P.

Which Salmafius fays, ought always to be written morrina, not 
myrrhina, myrrina, murrhina, or murrina. And he maintains that 
it is certainly the Oriental porcelane. It is here evidently joined as 
the adjective to A S U , as it is afterwards (p. 28. Peripl.) mentioned 
with AtStuSmxtv% and connected in a fimilar manner, AtSia am%l'vy ^
Muff&v, where it is fpecified as brought down from the capital o f 
Guzerat, Ozene, (Ougein,) to the port o f Barygaza or Baroach. All 
this feems to confirm the opinion that it was porcelane procurable 
in India at that time, as it now is ; and that it was brought into 
Egypt by the {hips that went to India. But what is more extraor
dinary is, that it was imitated in the manufactories of Diofpolis in 

Egypt, juft as our European porcelane is now formed upon the pat
tern of the Chinefe.

But

3 V
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But in oppofition to this opinion, Mr. Dutens, under the article 
Sardonyx, fuppofes that done employed and cut, to form the Murr- 
hina, on account of its beauty, and the great number of drata in a 
fmall compafs, that the Sardonyx was formed into fmall vafes, as 
well as various forts of agates, there can be-little doubt; but why 
after cutting, it fhould lofe the name of fardonyx, and take that of 
murrhina, is dill to be explained; and how they fhould be baked in 
Parthian furnaces, or imitated atDiofpolis, mud likewife be inquired. *
The beft argument in favour of Mr. Dutens’ opinion, is, the con
necting it with ovwxJvy) in the invoice of the Periplus, AiQta ovv%i'vri 
no.) Mttwfvii, and Lampridius likewife fays of Heliogabalus, as cited by 
Gefner, myrrhinis et onychinis minxit. Thefe indances are fo 
ftrong, that if the other qualities attributed Jo this precious commo
dity could be accounted for, and rendered confident, the fu ft rage of 
a writer fo intelligent and well informed, ought to prevail. Gefner 
produces a variety of authorities from Jo. Frid. Ghriftius, which 
confirm this opinion of Mr. Dutens, or at lead prove it a foflil. The 
principal one is from Pliny, xxxvii. 2,andxxxiii. proem. Chrydallina 
et myrrhina ex eadem terra fodimus, fo that it is pofitively aflerted 
to be a foflil from Karmania; while the colours afligned to it, of 
purple, blue and white, with the variegated reflexion from the mix
ture, fuit much better with porcelane. Martial dyles it myrrhina 
pida, xiii. p. n o ,  and notices it as capable of containing hot li
quors, a property in which it feems oppofed to glafs or chryftal.

Si calidum potes ardenti murra Falerno 

Convenit, et melior fit fapor inde mero.

The fapor here, and the odor mentioned by others, fuit the far
donyx no better than porcelane ; but the teftimony of Propertius is

as
\ • 1 i:

* /’wjL’ii-. . ‘
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as dired to prove it faditious, as that of Pliriy to prove it a foflll.
Murreaque in Parthis pocula cofta fdcis. iv. 5. 26:

And to refill; this evidence* Chriftius contends, that the Murrea are 
not the fame as Myrrhina; but an imitation1 like the Diofpolite ma* 
nufadory. I am by no means qualified to decide in this difpute,
•where the difficulties oil either fide feem unfurmountable ; but as 
my own opinion inclines rather in favour of porcelane, I will ftate 
my reafon plainly, and leave the determination to thofe who are 
better informed.

Porcelane, though it is faditious, and not a foiiit, is compofed of 
two materials which are foffil, the petuntze and the clay. The 
former, the Chinefe call the bones, and the latter the flefli. The 
place of petuntze is fuppiied, in our European imitations, by flints 
reduced to an impalpable powder; and the vitrifadion of the pe
tuntze or the flints in the furnace, gives to porcelane that degree of 
tranfiueency it poflVfirs. The petuntze is fuppofed to be found of late 
in England. Now it is a well known fad, that the ancient eompo- 
fition of porcelane in China, was faid to be prepared for the fon by 
the father, and to lie buried for feveral years before it was prepared 
for the furnace, and the inferiority of the modern porcelane, is thought, 
by the Chinefe connoifleurs, to arife from the negled of this practice.
Elay not this have given rife to the opinion that the murrhina were a 
fofiil prodtidion i

Another confideration arifes from the words employed by Pliny 
to exprefs the murrhine velfds, which are capis and abacus, fyndy
ing, if Hardouin be corred, literally, the cup and faucer, and the 
capis which was a veffel ufed in facrifices, was regularly a vas
fidtle.

v - But

1 T,
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But the lad circumftance I fhall mention is, the fize of that murt- 

hine veffel mentioned by Pliny, which contained three pints (lex- 

tarios). Can it be fnppofed that a fardonyx was ever 1'een of this 

fize ? he adds indeed afterwards, amplitudine nufquam parvos exce- 

dunt abacos, which, to make it confident, mud be qualified with the 

exception of the former veffel that contained three pints. He has 

other particulars which lead us again to porcelane, craffitudine raro 

quanta diCtum ed vafi potorio, and in another paffage, humorem 

putant fnb terra calore denfari, which he certainly applies to the 

concoflion of a foffil, but which bears no little refemblance to the 

maturing of the materials before mentioned.

After all, if it was a gem, it is aftopilliing that the fardonyx fhould 

be mentioned by no ancient author, as appropriated to this purpofe.

If it was faditious, it is equally drange, that nothing dronger fhould 

appear on that fide of the quedion, than tfte capis of Pliny. The: 

didindion could not have been midaken. The country he afiigns 

to the production, is Karmania, in the kingdom of Parthia, and that 

it came from Parthia47 into Egypt, to the countries on the Mediter

ranean, and to Rome, feems evident from a variety of authorities 

and tbit it might well do, if we confider that Parthia communicated 

with India by means of the Perfian Gulph, and pofiibly on the 

north with China48 itfelf, by means of the caravans. The mention 

of Karmania by Pliny, as the country where the murrhina were ob

tained, favours the fuppolition of procuring thefe veflcls from India j,

4, The kingdom, not tlie province, as we place at fome frontier, like that Between the 
„nv fee from'a former citation noticing Kar- Ruffians and Chinefe at Kiatcha, is evident

yjja from  Ptolemy, Pliny, and the Penplus. Whe-

° ,8 That there was an intercourfe with the ther the Seres were Chtrufe, or an ioterme*
Kerrs on the north of the Himmalu moun- diate tribe between India and China, is not 
tains, and that exchange of commodities took material in the prefu.t inltanCe.

t ® t  • < S L
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for the communication of Karmania with ScinJi and Guzerat is 

almoft immediate, and certainly prior to the navigation from Egypt 

to that coaft. But in Guzerat they were obtained, when the author 

of the Periplus was employed in that trade; and their arrival at the 

market of Baroach, from the interior of India, may induce us to 

iiippofe, that they came into India from the north.

The immenfe value of thefe veff'els at Rome might well arife from 

their {'carcity. They were fir ft feen there in the triumphal procellion 

of Poinpey ; and it muflbe obferved that Pompey returned from the 

- fliorcs of the Cafptan Sea. They were afterwards introduced into 

ufe at the tables of the great, but of a fmall fize and capacity, as 

cups for drinking. Afterwards one which held three fextarii or 

pints, was fold far feventy talents''"; and at length Nero gave 

three50 hundred for a fmgie veffel, The extravagance of the pur- 

chaier might, in this infiance, enhance the price, but the value of 

the article may be better eftimateu by the opinion of Auguftus, who, 

upon the conqueft of Egypt, leieded out of all the fpoiis of Alex

andria a fingle rnurrhine cup for his own ufe. Now, therefore, if  

the rnurrhine was porcelane, it may be a piece of information ac

ceptable to our fair countrywomen, to know that Cleopatra did 

not indeed fip her tea, but drink her Mareotick wine out of china.

I have not been able to confult the work of Chriftius, but take the 

account of his argument from Geiner, and I refer the reader for fur

ther information to Gefner in voce, to Chambers’s Dictionary, to 

SaJmafuis, Plin, Exercit. and to an exprefs diflertation in the Vo

lumes of the Academy of Belles Lettres, which I have formerly feen, 

but have not now an opportunity of confulting. I recoiled that
*

*> £  13.562. The fum* feem as immoderate for a cop of
£ .  58, ny. fardonyx as for porcelane.

it

1  VH .
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it is in favour of the opinion, that murrina and porcelane are the 

fame.

53. AiGlx $iot<poivrji. P.

A tranfparent fubftance of ftone or pebble, but it is probably here 

the glafs made of ftone as clear and bright as chryftal, and the fame 

as TaXyj, Hyale mentioned before. Salmafius (p. 1096.) has a very 

curious quotation froth the Scholiaft on Ariftophanes ad Nubes,

A d ii. fcene x. “ We call Hyalos (he fays) a material made of a cer- 

“ tain plant burnt, and wafted by fire fo as to enter into the compo- 

“  fition of certain [glafs] veflels. But the ancients appropriated the 

“  term hyalos to a tranfparent ftone called kruon, or chryftal.”—

This perfectly accords with the manufadure of glafs, compofed of 

fand, or flints, and the alhes of a plant called kali or vitraria in Nar- 

bonne. Salm. ibid, and Chambers in voce. But glafs has its name 

from glaftum51 or woad, the blue dye, becaufe common glafs was of 

that colour, but the tranfparent ftoney glafs [flint glafs] here men

tioned feems to take its name 15] tranfparent, and [TaX»?]

chryftalline, from its fuperior purity and imitation of the chryftal.

The whole paffage in the Scholiaft is interefting, and worth confut

ing. Nub, ad ii. fcene 1. 1. 766. TijVTaXov Xtyng.

“  The hyalos or chryftal is formed circular and thick for this pur- 

« pofe [the purpofe of a burning glafs], which being rubbed with 

“  oil and warmed, they bring near the wick of a lamp and light 

41 i t [ i t  was rubbed with oil probably to clean it, but why warmed

51 See Vofiius ad Melam, Varior. ed.' 1722, fius adds, apud Cambro-Britannos ifatidis pro- 
svlto cite3 Pliny, lib. xxii. c. i .  Simile plan- vefttus glas nppellatur, ct cseruleiim colorem. 
tagiu glaftum in Gallia, quo Britannorum Herb a iiatis is woad. 
conjuges nurufque toto corpore oblila*. Vol-

4 1  ’ does
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does not appear.] “  Homer knew nothing of the chryftal, but 
“  mentions am b er[tru e*  for with Homer K̂ umaXhoq is always ice.].

Hence it appears that chryftal was known to Ariftophanes, and 
the application of it to the purpofes of a burning glafs; that glafs 
was known in the time of the Scholiaft, ant1 that Homer knew 
nothing of either. The ufe of a pebble or chryftal, however, to 
kindle fire, is known at leaft as early as the writings of Orpheus, 
mg) xlBuv: And if the writings attributed to Orpheus be really the
work of Pythagoras, or a Pythagorean, as Cicero fuppofea, De Nat.
D,eorum, the knowledge of this property is. ftill very old. But 
Tyrwhitt has overfet all the antiquity of this Orpheus, and brings 
the poem Etsfi Xt'Qcav down to the lower empire— to. Conftantius, or 
even lower. See Prsef. p. x.o, et feq.

W hy glafs wasfo late before it was introduced to the knowledge 
of the Greeks and Romans, or other nations on the Mediterranean, 
feems extraordinary ; but De Neri (Art. de la Verrerie, Paris, 1752) 
informs us, that glafs is not mentioned in the Old Teft ament, and 
appears in the New only, in the epiftles of St. Paul, St. James, and 
the Revelations; that of the Greeks, Ariftotle is the fir ft who makes 
exprefs mention of it, and affigns the reafon why it is transparent, 
and why it will not bend, but in a dubious paftage ; in-Rome it was 
but little known before the year 536, U. C. and was not applied to the 
ufe of windows till near the reign of Nero. Seneca, Ep. xc. This 
feems the more extraordinary as the art of making glafs was known 
in Egypt in the earl eft times. The mummies of the Catacombs 
near Memphis are ornamented with glafs beads; and it has lately 
been difeovered that the mummies of theThebaid are decorated with 
the fame material 5 which carries the invention much higher, poffibly

to
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to 1600 years before our era (Ripaud’s Memoir). It tins be a fa£t, 
we arrive at the Diofpolis of Upper Egypt, the Thebes ot Homer 
for the origin of the invention, but the Diolpolis of the Periplus is 
in the Lower Egypt on the Lake Menfaleh, though the name and 
fite is much difputed, as we learn from d Anville, (Egype, p. 92,) 
but at Tennis on that Lake, the French found remains of brick, 
porcelane, pottery, and glafs of all colours, (Memoirs, p. 223,) 
and at the Lower Diofpolis, we find the fame fubftances noticed by 
the Periplus with the addition of wine, dipfe, and an imitation of 
the murrhine vcffels. Strabo informs us, that he converfed with the 
manufacturers of glafs at Alexandria, who told him that there was 
a hyalite earth; which of neccftity entered into their compolitions 
o f a fuperior fort, and particularly in the coloured glafs, but that (till 
greater improvements had been made at Rome, both in regard to co
lours and facility o f operation (lib. xvi. p. 7^8.). The fame manu
facture was continued afterwards at Tyre and Berytus; and at Tyre 
it was found by Benjamin of Tudela, as late as the year 1 17 3*
(Bergeron, p. 17.) At Rome it was certainly known before the 
fecond Punick war, becaufe Seneca mentions rufticitatis damnant 
Scipionem quod non in Caldarium fuurn fpecularibus diem ad- 
miferit, but this was in the Bath or Sudatory ; in houfes it was in
troduced later, vitro abfconditur Camera, Ep. 86, et quasdam de- 
mum noftra memoria prodifle fcimus ut fjpeculariorum ufum perlu- 
cente tcjla clarum tranfmittentium lumen ; but tejla does not quite 
exprefs glafs. IVIartial mentions glals applied to the hot-lioufe or 
green-houfe, lib. 8 ; and drinking glades he calls chryftalla (lib. x.
59, Ed. Fitzger.). Pliny alfo writes, maximus tamen honos eft in 
candido tranflucentibus, quam proxima chryftalli fimilitudine, ufus 

- vero ad potandum argenti metalla -et auri pepulit. Lib. xxxvi. 26.
4 1 2 From

3 * 3  ?



n

<SL
48 A P F  E KT D 1 X.

From which v e  learn, that the Romans ufed driukutg glaffea as we: 
do, in preference to gold or filver, and that the material was not 
v i t r m n f but the white flint gkfs like chryftal, as ours is. Gibbon has 
observed, that Auguftas knew not the comfort of clean linen or glafs 
windows, but glafs windows were within a century after his time 
adopted in Rome. In England we are indebted to Theodoras, arch- 
biffiop of Canterbury, who introduced glafs windows, mafic, geo

metry, and clafiical learning into England about the year 670. Bedaf 
Ec. Hift, lib. iv. c. 2.

That clear or flint giafs affumed its name from/T^A:?, chryftal, is 
ffill more apparent from a paflage of Diodor. Sic. lib. ii. p. 128. ech 
Wefill. where mention is made of both forts, the factitious and na
tive "Y e\c»y as he writes it. The glafs coffin of Alexander is called 
•Y*a/h?, by Strabo, lib, xvii. p. 794. See Herod, iii. p. 206, et 
Weffel. not. et Diod. ii. p. 15.

54. Atfos KaXXtvnoi, »aXX.etmf. P. Callaln Stone*

The Lapis Callais or CaHainus of Pliny is a gem of a pale green 
colour found in Cancafus, Tartary, and the bed fort in Karraar ia; 
it is called an emerald by Ramufio, and it was poffibly one of thole 
fubftancea which Dutens, fays the ancients, miftook for the emerald, 
and w h i c h  he calls Peridot, Spath, Fluor, and prime d’Emeraude, 
the diftindions of which are attended to by few, except jewellers or " 
colkd ors; others think Callais and CaHainus two diftind Hones 
the Peridot is a pale green, inclining to yellow. Id.

Salmafius writes it Cailinus, and fays it may be a pebble or agate, 
inclofcd in another 5\ and that it is loofe and rattles; this Pliny calls

*■  But i.e mention', it a? a topaz, and fays, blue, why not a turqiioife? which is Hill a 
there ar. topazes o f two different colours j if  favourite ftonc is the Halt.

* 3  C y t is j .
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Cytis, xxxvii. 56. Hard. Cytis circa Copton nafcitur Candida* et vi- 
detur intus habere petram qusc fentiatur etiam ftrepitu.

'Ai'&eg oiptxvo?. P. Opjlun Stone.

Probably ferpentine or haematite, in. the opinion of Dr. Burgefs.
Salmafius objeds to Pliny for calling it opfidian, or faying it was dif- 
covered by Opfidius. In Greek it is always opfian, and is a green 
{tone very dark, approaching to black. It was found in the iflands 
of Ethiopia; and from taking a high polilh was ufed by the em
peror Domidan to face a portico, fo that from the reflation he 
might difeover if any one was approaching from behind.

The opfidian ftone, mentioned by Pliny, is very dark but tranflu- 
cent, and a faftitious fort o f it which he likewife notices, feems very 
much to refemble the material of which onr brown or red tea-pots 
are compofed. Totum rubens, atque non tranflucens, hazmatinon 
appellatum. See difeourfe in the Memoirs of the Academy of Sci
ences. The fpecimens of this ftone, which I have feen, are fo dark 
that the green call can only be difeovered by holding them in a par
ticular pofition. The clofenefs of their texture feems to admit of 
any degree of polifh that the artift may be difpofed to give them.

The fpecimen which I faw was brought from Egypt by a Gentle
man who had vifited the country : it was efteemed fuch in Egypt, and 
acknowledged for opfian by feveral of the moft curious obfervers at 
R om e; and it exadly anfwers the deferipdon of Ifidorus, adduced 
by Hardouin on this paflage: eft autem niger, interdum et virens, 
aliquando et tranflucidus, crafliore vifu. And again : obfidius lapis 
niger eft, tranflucidus et vitri habens fimilitudinem. Ifldor. lib. 16.
Orig. cap. 15. and cap. 4. That opfian and obfldian have been con

founded,

!,. - 3 9 ?
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founded, or applied: to different fubftknces, n a y  be allowed; but 
the opfidian o f  Pliny came from Ethiopia, and lb did the opfian of 
the Periplus; and whatever be the name, the fame foffil feems to be 

intended. Plow it may be applied by others, concerns not the pre- 

fent queftion; and if  the etymology be Greek (from ovroficu or 

it might be applied to any polilhed ftone which refle&s images.

It is ufed by Orpheus under opallius, lin. 4. in what lenfe I pre
tend not to determ ine; but his claffing it under the opal, which is 

clouded, and ijpecifying its pitchy colour rclrvâ  Saturn XiQv uvcv 

otyouio"?) and ftane-like appearance, petrified, as he fuppofed, from 

the exudation o f the pine, makes me fuppofe it the fame as Pliny 
delcribes, when he mentions the imitations o f it and the ftone itielf:
In genere vitri et obfidiana numerantur, ad fimilitudinem lapidis 
quern in JEthiopia. Oblidius invenit, nigerrimi coloris, allquando et 

tranflucidi craffiore vifu, atque in Ipeculis parietum pro imagine 

umbras reddente. M . Dutens (p. 66.) fays, it is a volcanic glafs, 
fuch as is found about Mount Etna and Mount V efuvius; but Iu- 
ftead of folving the difficulty, about which, he fays, fo many learned 
jneri have difputed in vain, this only adds to i t ; for if  it was found 
In Italy and Sicily, w hy Ihould it be fought for in Ethiopia, altnofl 

at the mouth o f the Red Sea, and imported from Egypt at a prodi

gious expence ?

56. AuyJV. Lygdus. P.

A  .beautiful white marble, or rather alabafter, ufed to hold odours;
Ramufio, Salmafius fays, an imitation of this alabafter1’ was 
formed of Parian marble, but that the bell and original lygdus was

13 .Unguenta optime fervantur in alabaftris. Piin. lib. xiii. p. 3.

brought
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brought from Arabia, that is, as noticed in the Periplus, from Moofa.

Salm. p. 559.

57. Avkiov. Lycium . P.
A thorny plant, fo called from being found in Lycia principally.

A juice from which was ufed for dying yellow, mentioned by Pliny 
and Diofcorides. The women alfo, who affeded golden locks, 
ufed it to tinge their hair. Salm. p. 1164. Why this Ihould be 
fought in Scindi, if it was found in Lycia, does not appear. It is 
found now in the {hops by the name of the yellow-berry, box thorn, 
grana d’Avignon. Dr. Burgefs. Lycium, in Pliny, is a medicine 
derived from the Garyophyllon, lib. xii. c. 15. Hardouin, who ad s 
Lycium porro quid fit ignorari etiam a peritis herbariis pronunciat 
anguillara, lib. de Simplic. pars xii. p. 62. ^os Clufio crednnus e c 
Hacchic Goanorum.

j8. Aa$MBg. Lodices. P.'
Quilts or coverlids.

y  7T o X X x i  O iTT^O I  JC, e V T 0 7 T I B l .

Coverlids plain and of the country manufadure at Moofa.

M
59. p. 84. D. P.

Pearls, fiflred for near Cape Comorin, where the fifhery fill con
tinues, or at the Lackdive Iflands, formed a great article of commerce
on the coaft of Malabar.

60. MtzXd&xQoov.

{ _'ji 1 1 ■
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(So. M*Xci£u&(>w. MaMbthrum. I). P. Utetd*

la  order to avoid the confufion of ancient authors, we maft con- 
fider this article under two heads: ‘

* . Jl ,,̂ .1 LI iff i.: v %

Firft, as an Unguent, Odour, or Perfume *

Secondly, as the Betel.
Firft, as an unguent or perfume, it is certainly aflutned by Horace :

Coronatus nitentes
Malobathro Syrib capiHos. Hor. lib. ii. ode vii. 8, 9. 

and by PHriy u  when he makes it, with all the fragrant odours of 
the Eaft, enter into the royal unguent of the kings of Perfia.
(Iftb. xiii. c, 2.) And again (lib. xii,. c. 12, or 26 Hardouin,) 
where he mentions the nard of Gaul, Crete, and Syria ; the laft 
agreeing with the Syrian odour of Horace, and almoft afcertaining 
the error of confounding fpikenard with the betel. So likewife 
(lib. xii. c. 59.) Hard. Dat et malobathron Syria ex qua exprimitur 
oleum ad unguenta; but in the fame chapter he fays, fapor ejus 
nardo fimilis efle debet lub lingua; and (lib. xxiii. c. 48. Hard.) 
oris et halitus fuavitatem commendat lingua: fubditum folium : in 
which fenfe, as t>iofcorides alfo teftifies, it is a mafticatory, and not 
an unguent. Added to this, he applies the titular diftimftion of 
hadrofphserum, mefofphserum, and microfpliEerum, to the fpikenard 
(lib. xii. 26. Hard.), which Salmafius, Matthioli, and almoft all the

.1+ Jt appears by Pliny, lib. xiii. c. 1. that fpikenard, the firft o f odours, which is pre- 
-3101011 all the fragrant odours o f  the Eaft en- eminently called folium, or the leaf, in oppo- 
tered into the compofition o f their unguents, fition to cottas, or the root. .But the beitl-nut 
I n  the royal Perfinn unguent no left than being wrapt in the arecka leaf has probably 
twenty-fix odours are enumerated, and among given rife to the miftake. See Pliny, lib. xii. 
them the malobathron, which is not fo pro- e. 12. where the hadrofphxrum, mtfofph*- 
perty an odour as a ftimulant, i f  it be the rum, microfphasrum— all ditlinaions o f the 
b a re . But it is frequently confounded with the betel, are faifely applied to the fpikenard.

com men-
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commentators, agree in affigning fpecifically to the b e te l; and to 

the betel, betre, or petros, they are applied in the Periplus. (p. penult.)

The error of Pliny, and his fluctuation in making it both an un 

guent and a mafticatory, arifes from his confidering the fpikenatd to 

be the leaf, hut (which it is not, but a root), and not con

fidering, or not knowing, that the betel is, above all others, the leaf 
ufed with the areka-nut, and the conftant mafticatory of the O ri

entals from Malabar to Japan.

Secondly, that it is a mafticatory is confirmed by Diofcorides; for 

he fays (uVor/Ssrai <$e tv yXutrtrv iroo; evuSluv g-duccrô , it is placed 

under the tongue to fweeten the breath, and it has (Ji>vx[uv rivet 
svs’opetxuTegetv) the virtue of ftrengthening the ftomach. If  any 

native o f the Eaft wrere at this day afked tjie properties of betel, no 

doubt he would fpecify thefe two particulars above all others. But 

it fhould feem that Diofcorides was aware of the confulion caufed 

by miftaking the nard for the betel; for he commences his account 

by faying, that fome believe the malabathrum to be the lea f of the 

nard, deceived by the fimilarity o f the odour; but the fa d  is far 

otherwife. (See M atthioli, p. 4 0 .)

T he author of the Periplus knew that Petros was the leaf, and 

that when the whole compofition was made up together, it was 

called Malabathrum ; for he mentions the method of obtaining it by 

the Seres from the Sefatae, and their exportation of it again, (p. ult.)

W e know likewife that the procuring it at the extremity of the Eaft, 

is confonant to modern oblervation ; for though it is ufed in India, 

it is indifpenfable in all ceremonies in Ava, Pegu, China, and the 

iflands of Java, Sumatra, & c. It is now well known to conffl of 
the areka-nut, the betel-leaf, and a mixture o f lime from fea-fhells,

4  K and
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and fomethnes with the addition of odoriferous drugs. The areka- 
nut has the appearance of an oblate nutmeg, hard as horn, and 
when cut, rcfe tabling the nutmeg in its mottled appearance. Dr.
Burgefs informs me, that the unripe nutmeg is fometimcs preffed, 
and an aromatic liquid procured, fragrant in the Mgheft degree, 
which perhaps may have fome relation to the perfumed unguent of 
the ancients. The betel is a fpecies of the pepper-pUnt, and the 
lime is called chinam, the life of which turns the teeth black ; and 
black teeth confequently, from the iraivetfahty of the practice, are 
the 11 and a rd of elegance in all the To countries where the ufage pre
vails. For the natural luftory of the ingredients, and the ceremonies 
attending the cuftora, 1 refer to Sir G. Staunton’s Ghinefe Erabaffy,. 
vol. i. 272.; Mr. Marfden’s Sumatra, p. 242, j and Mr. Turner’s 
Embafly to Thibet, pp. 2tSj, 343.

The name of this maftieatory varies in different countries, but its- 
Arabick name is Tembul, Tembal, or Tambal j and from tamala, 
added to bet re or bathra, ta mala-bathra is derived, and the mala- 
bathra of the ancients, according to the opinion of Salmafms.—  
u But Stephens (in voce) gives a different etymology : Ferunt apud 
“ indos nafei in ea regione qu* Malabar dicitur, vernacula ipforum 
“ lingua Bathrum, live, Betbrum appellari, inde Grsecos compofita 
"• voce tiommaffe F. F, What adds to the probability
of this is, that the coaft was called Male, till the Arabs added the 
final Eyliable. Ami let it not be thought fantaftical, if we carry our 
conjectures farther eaft— to the country of the Malays, in the Golden 
Cherfoncfe; for in that part of the world the cuftom is far more 
prevalent, and there the belt ingredients are hill procured. The 
Malays were not unknown, by report at leaft, to the Greeks; for 

* Ptolemy
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Ptolemy has a Malai-oo-Colon (Mx X a r < s  k £ \ o v  c h t g o v ,  p. 176', not far 
from the Straits of Malacca, the country of the Malays,

From the pra&ice of the natives, another circumftance occurs 
worthy of remark; for it is faid, “  Sinte in mutuis vifitationibus 
“  folia betel manu tenent, ac cum Areka et calce in patinis ligneis 
u  in benevolentise ftgnurn offerunt hofpiti; clum utuntur, primo 
“  parum Arekse mandunt, mox folium betel calci illitum, e x e m p t h  

“  p r l u s  n e r v i s  ungue pollicis, quern propterea longurn atque acutuiu 
habent.” Nieuhoff, pars ult. Legat. Batav. p. 99. F. F.— I owe 

this curious paifage to the fuggellion of Dr. Falconer, and I cannot 
help thinking that it correfponds with the expreflion in the Periplus, 
e f ' i v n x i r c i i i T s g  K a \ d [ / . i s g  r i g  X B - y o f & e y i i g  H t T f i u g ; ex arundinibus illis quas 
petros appellant n e r v i s  f i b r i f q u e  e x t r a & i s ;  t̂hough applied to the 
making up of the compofition, rather than the ufe of it.

The account of the ingredients mull be left for the natural hifto- 
rians to develope; but the claflical hiftory of them, fuch as I have 
been able with the afliftance of my friends to colled, has been drawn 
from Diofcorides, Pliny, Matthioli, Salmafius, and the other autho
rities cited, with much labour and attention; and if it contributes to 
remove the obfeurity in which the queilion was involved, let it not 
be received as a tedious difeuffion, but as the effort of an author, 
who was engaged in the inquiry, before he was aware that an 
acquaintance with natural hiftory would become fo material a part 
of his duty.

62. Muxei(>. M a c e r .  P.

An aromatic from India; the bark red, the root large. The bark 
ufed as a medicine in dyfenteries. Plin. xii. 8. Salin. 1302.

- 4 K 2  63. M a r g a r i t a - .

3 f S



|||- . <SL
, 4  A P P E N D I X .

63. M a r g a r i t a .  D. P. P e a r l s .

The Pearl Fiihery is mentioned in the Peri pi us, both at Bahrein 
in the Gulph of Perfia, and at the lfland of Ceylon j but I am 
obliged to Mr. Falconer for pointing out “  the authority of Pliny,
“  lib. ix. 35. or 54 Hard, and lib. vi. 22. or 24 Hard. ; the former

of which is of importance, as marking out not only the fiflvery 
“  at Ceylon, but at Perimoola, and the Sinus Perimoolm.” F. For 
the Perimoola of Ptolemy is not far from the Straits of Malacca, and 
approaches (though not nearly) to the Sooloo Fiflhery of Mr. Dal- 
ryrnple. Whether pearls are ftiil taken in the Gulph of Siam or 
Cambodia, I am not informed, but they might well be brought 
thither from Borneo ; and the information is highly interefting. In 
the fame paOage it is noticed by Pliny: Principium ergo, culmenque 
omnium rerum pretii, Margarita? tenent. But it is not true that 
the pearl fold higher at Rome than the diamond; for, lib. xxxvii. 
c. 4, the diamond has the higheft value ; the pearl, the fecond; and 
the emerald, the third.

64. M a r u c o r u m  L a n a .  D. Wool o f  M a r u c o r i .
The text is corrupt. Ranrufio joins it with the following article,

Fucus, which he reads Marucorum Succus; hut what it means is 
riot eafily difcoverable. Dr. Falconer, with great appearance of pro
bability, fuppofes it to be the wooL of the Thibet iheep, of which, 
fli awls are made.

65. M . u ' x j u a e u , .  P.
Knives or canjars worn at the girdle.

6 6 .  M iXi&<p8a.

s# f i
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66. MeA<«<pS* %aA*a. P.
Brafs5S or copper, prepared, as Ramufio fays, for veffels of cook

ery. But rather for ornaments of women, as bracelets, anklets, and 
collars. No ufage of Ms X i t y Q x  occurs elfewhere; but metals were 
prepared with feveral materials to give them colour, or make them 
traftable or malleable. Thus %oXo£a<pa in Hefychius was brafs pre
pared with ox’s gall to give it the colour of gold, and ufed like our 
tinfel ornaments or foil for ftage drefies and decorations. Thus com
mon brafs was neither dudtile nor malleable, but the Cyprian biafs 
was both. And thus, perhaps, brafs, was formed with
fome preparation of honey. Pliny ufes coronarium poilibly in ie- 
ference to the fame application of it as Hefychius .mentions, and 
feems to ufe Cyprium in the fenfe of copper. Cyprium regulare is 
the beft copper, and every metal is called' regulare when purified, 
omne, purgatis diligentius igni vitiis, exco&ifque, regulare eft. And 
again Cyprium tenuiffimum quod coronarium vocant, xxxiii. 9-

67. MeAi x c t X c t f i i v o v  t o  X i y o p t v o v  tra«%a!g<. D. P.

Honey from canes. Sugar.

In Arabic, fhuker, which the Greeks feem firft to have met with 
on the coaft of Arabia, and thence to have adopted the Arabic name.
It is here mentioned on the coaft of Africa, where the Arabians 
likewife traded, and either imported it themfelvcs from India, or 
found it imported ; it was evidently not found in that age growing 
in Africa. The Sanfkreet name of fugar is ich-fhu-cafa, and from 
the two middle fyllables the Arabic fhuka, or fhuker. Af. Refearch. 
iv. 231. See Du Cange, article Cannamele, Cannas Mellis, mentioned

si This article is very dubious.
by
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by Abbertus Aquenfis, William of Tyre, and others, as introduced 

from the Eaft into Cyprus, Sicily, &c. in their age.

68. M*XiX&Toy, Honey Lotus, P.

The lotus or nymphaea of Egypt. The ftalk contains a fwcet and 

eatable lubftance, confidered as a luxury by the Egyptians, and ufed 

as bread ; it was fometimes carried to Rome, and the Periplus makes 

it an. article of importation at Barygaza. It appears alfo to have been 

ufed as provifion for mariners ; and if this was the favourite bread of 

Egypt, in preference to grain, Homer might well fpeak of it as a 

luxury and delicacy ; but his lotus is generally fuppofed to be the 

fruit of a tree, by our African travellers. Authors differ, fome al

iening that it is ftiil common in the Nile, others faying that the lotus . 

now found there has neither pulp nor lubftance.

6q . M erccfcx, See Nijpas 'E rp izcv . D. P.

JO. MOXgoflf I ’juixpx. D. P.

An incenfe called mocrotus or mocroton.

j i , MoXo%tvx. P,

Coarfe cottons of the colour of the mallow'. Others read Mom^v, 
cither fmgle threaded or of one colour.

Coarfe cotton dyed of a wliitilh purple, and therefore called molo- 

china from Mokex% mallows. Wilford, Aftat. Differtation. vol. ii.

P- 233-
Paolino interprets Molochina, tele fiaiffime dip inti e richamentc, 

p. 95. i. e. chintz. Mullins are laid to derive their name from Mes

ial, becaufe they were brought from thence by caravans into Europe.

(Marco

3 1 8
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(Marco Polo, lib. i. c. 6.) But there is adiftant refemblance between 
Molochina and muflins, and the Greeks had no foft found of ch.
If there is any name in the native language fimilar to either, we 
ought rather to feek for an Oriental derivation than a Greek one. At 
the fame time it may be confidered, that p u r p l e  cottons might have 
as general a fale formerly, as b l u e  Surats have now.

72. Mo \ u £ $ o g .  L e a d .  P.

73. Motw. P.
A fpecies of cinnamon. See K u c r a - l c t .

7 4 - M u o o v .  D. P.
Myrrh or oil of myrrh 58.

A  gum or refm iffuing from a thorn in Arabia, Abyflinia, &c- 
Bruce has given an account of the plant; he fays it is originally from 
Africa, and that the Arabian myrrh is ftill an inferior fort. See 
Bruce, Chambers, and Salmahus.

75. Mvmivij. See A idiot
Porcelane. See Gefner and Chambers in voce.

N
76. N«p<W. D. P. N a r d i  S t a c b y s , N a r d i  S p i c a , in the Digeftv

S p i k e n a r d .

This article appears under another form, and as if it were a dif- 

58 The African is bell j the Abyflininn, Arabian, and Indian, worft. Dr. Burgefs.

ferent
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ferent article in the Digeft, N o. 3 ;  the Nardi Stachys is No. 5, but 

under No. 3 we read
F o liu m

' i .. Pentafphmrum.

1, Barbaricum.
3. Caryophyllum.

The two firft o f which may be interpreted in conformity to the 
authorities which follow : 1. Folium Pentalphaerum, Betel. • a. Fo
lium Barbaricum,(pikeriard ; but the third is the Clove, and is not re 
lated to the other two folia or leaves, unlefs it were introduced into 
the refeript o f the Digeft, from the cuftom-houfe at Alexandria, be- 

caufe it was a compound o f tyvWov, a leaf. Caruo-phullon, the nut 
leaf] is a name applied to the pink flower, becaufe the (heath which 
enclofes the flower is feolloped and jagged like the (heath of the nut.
W hether this was transferred to the clove itfelf, on account o f the 
angular points at the head of the clove, or nail; or, whether to the 
plant, I am not able to determine. (See article Caryophyllon) ; but 
Nap<W is the fpikenard called Folium Barbaricum, becaufe it was ob- 

- tained at Barbarike, the port o f Scindi; and Folium Gangiticum, 

becaufe it was likewife procured at the Ganges, that is in B engal;
Napcioff ycc.7ra.vMr, alfo, as it appears in tlie Periplus (p. 32.), by the g e 
neral confent o f th£ commentators, is read, TctyffiK^  and
confirmed by the Periplus itfelf, p, 36.

No Oriental aromatic has caufed greater difputes among the cri

tics, or writers on Natural H iftory, and it is only within thefe few 

years that we have arrived at the true knowledge o f this curious 
odour, by means o f the inquiries o f Sir William Jones and Dr. R o x

burgh.

9 Their
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Their account is contained in the fourth volume of the Afiatic 
Refearches, and Dr. Roxburgh was fo fortunate at laft as to find 
the plant in a ftate of perfection, of which he has given a drawing 
that puts an end to all controverfy on the fubjeCt.

The nard has the addition of fpike from the Latin fpica, an ear of 
wheat, which, according to Dr. Roxburgh’s drawing, it perfectly 
refembles. And this adjunct is found alfo in its Arabic name, fum- 
bul; and in its Shanlkreet appellation, Jatamansi; as alfo its Per- 
fic title khuftah, all fignifying^/ra.

Sir William Jones, Afiat. Ref. iv. 117, fays, it is a native of Bud- 
tan, Nepal, .and Morang ; and that it is a fpecies of Valerian. It is 
remarkable that he had himfelf feen a refemblance of it in Syria, as 
the Romans or Greeks mention Syria as one of the countries where 
it is found j but Ptolemy gives it its true origin in thefe tradts of 
India. A  fpecimen was brought down to Calcutta from Boudtan 
at the requeft of Sir William Jones, and the agents of the Deva Raja 
called it pampi ; but it was not in flower. Some dried fpecimens of 
it looked like the tails of ermines, but the living ones, as Dr. Rox
burgh afterwards found, rife from the ground like ears of wheat. It 
anfwers the defcription of Diofcorides. It is weaker in fcent than 
the Sumbul fpikenard of Lower Afia when dry, and even loft 
much of its odour between Budtan and Calcutta. The odour is like 
the fcent of violets ; but the living plant is forbidden to be brought 
out of Boudtan. It was, however, procured by the intervention of 
Mr. Purling, the Englifh refident; and was at laft received in its per
fect form fly Dr. Roxburgh, who has deferibed it botanically. Af.

Ref. iv. 733.
In the age of the Periplus it was brought from Scindi, and from 

the Ganges; which, according to Sir William Jones, we ought to
4 t  conclude

H o i
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conclude would be the natural port for it, as com ing from  Boutlian.

This authorizes the change,,of reading from y*v«vnc^ {gapanika,] to 
W m i  [gangkika,] move efpecUUy an k  is mentioned at the 

- G anges, Some faoviful .inquirers-might think they had found the

mention of Japan in this paffage.
\Ve ought not to omit forne particulars from Pliny which are re

markable, H e deferifoes the nard with its fpiea, mentioning alio 

that both the leaves and the fpica arc o f high value, and that the 

odour is the prime in all unguents. The price an hundred 
denarii for a pound. And he afterwards 1 visibly confounds it 

with the malobathrum or betel, as will appear rroRvhk ulage o f 
hadfofphxrum , mefofpbx.ru m, m ierofphxntm , terms peculiar to rhe

betel.
H offm an in voce Foliatum, writes, Folium catafphxrum eft Fo- 

Hum Malabathri quod inde er^m^h >*■  pd'ake consicerentiir. Fo

lium vero Barbaricum, id quod Indicurn, m rxci reeentiores noun-, 

rtanmt quod ex India deferretur per Barbaric um S’mum, F. F.-—

5 ut it is not the Barbaric us Sinus on the c.oaft of Africa that w 

meant, but the port Barbarike in the Helta of the Indus,. There the 

Peri pi us finds the fpikenard, which is the folium huikuni. fo lium  

ratafph serum, hadrofphserum, &c- is the betel-leaf. Hoffman adopts 

Salmafius’s opinion in regard to the ibiftafce o f Pliny : he feems to 

think that the. malobathrum, as well as the folium, was confounded 

with the fpikenard. If fo, the malobathrum Syr mm o f  Horace is 

the unguent of fpikenard, w hich, according to Sir W . Jones, is found 

in. Syria as well as in India.
T h e  chara&eriftic name o f the nard is folium the leal, pre-

« SalmafuM, p. Jo6jf, »  clearly o f  opinion, folium to nard. H e  foy* it u  always pecmiar 
that Pliny is regularly miftaken in applying to nsalebatbrwn betd,

em inently
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eminently in contradi hi nation. to cohus, the root, both as the prime 

odours of their two forts, the root and tne leai.

Dr. Falconer has juhly cautioned me to be lure that the nard of 

of Pliny is the leaf. I know no more of natural hiftory than I have 

obtained from the authorities here cited ; but that Pliny mentions 

both the fpica and the folium of the nard, is certain; and by his 

expreflions I underhand, that what we now know to be the root, lie 

fuppofed to be the grow th . Caciwuna in an ft as ie Ipargunt, ailurcdly 

exprefies fomething above ground; ideo gemina dote nardi fpicas 

ac folia celebrant, by which we mufl underhand that cacumina and 

fpiege ate identified. But that Pliny was mihaken, and that the 

fpica was really the root, cannot be doubted, after the account that 

Dr Roxburgh has given. It is clear alfo fiom the authorities ad

duced by Dr. F. that the ancients were well informed of this. “ In 

“ one of the receipts for the Theriaca Andromachi, Nctrfoio re p f a  
“  Ti,^g. N a g h  s-a-xus, V tbcvtij; B^fxxmt pev kxtx -rr̂ uTVjV XTTÔ xnv.
“ iEginet. lib. vii. Galen fpeaks of it as a ro o t: ex tcmtcjv ̂  ^

«  rvyymiieini Sweepem. A n d  A r r i a n  :  ttftv h  rr,v t ^ c v  txvtXv r a  

«  tto\Kv re k, evorfiov, txvtV <ru\\eyuv tv;
«  And Galen, lib. xii. de Antidotis, c. 14. ttptPr,; St tV; ^oyey f̂i- 
«  peny; 0 Ai'fyo[x%x°S Nufov keAtvet fixXuv, yvireq k, g'xyov ovo-
“  pufyfiev rot gfeev ovrxv, xtto tV; tv̂o; tv; a^xyyx; cyoto*
“ rijrof, xxtx Tyv yootpry. To thefe may be added the tehimony of 

“ the moderns; Murray, Apparat. Medic, vol. 5. pp. 4 4 5 > 4 4 ^*

“ Lewis, Mat. Med. and the following note from Bodtcus, which 

“ perhaps bch folves the quehion : In Indica Nardo, falvo melioie 

« judicio, fpica dicitur cauliculue, multis capillaceis foliolis obfitus, 

a ad inhar ariftarum ; nec de nihilo aut immerito Giosci antiquil- 

« fim]5 Romani et Arabes Nardo illi Spicoe appellationem impolu-

4  l 2 “ erunt.

'  : ;  .  - ■! ■



n

VfiT
Mk m

'r’ v ’-/ ;f; 1 -v v :' .> ' [1 k;: t'Jy ■: k k k '>!\it: '' ^ ?i'k ^ :‘

. 4 ' . 1NF :■'*. ' ', ‘ .

64 A P P E N D I X.

M erunfc, Radix quldem eft, fed qua cauHcukim e terra emittat,
“ aliquando piures ex ana ratlice capillaeeis denfis ariftatifque foliolis 
“  ve in cos. Not, in Theophraft. p. tot 8.” F, F. Add to this the 
tehimony of Dr.. Roxburgh, and it will appear evidently that Plinv 
was in:?taken. Another medical friend informs me, “  that the 
|  matted fibres, which are the part chofen for medicinal purpofes,
“ are fuppofed by. feme to be the b e a d , or fpike of the plant, by 
“  others, the r o o t ~~they feem rather to be the remains of the wi- 
“  thered ftalks, or ribs of the leaves; fometimes entire leaves and 
}{ pieces of ftalks are found among them.” Is not this the origin 
of Pliny's rmftake, which Dr. Roxburgh feta at reft ? and may not 
theR leaves and ftalks be purpofely left to increafe the weight and 
price ; or even to deceive, as the natives are fo jealous of their 
plant }  A ll this accords with the quotation of Dr. F. from Bodaeus.

But therte is ftill a more remarkable particular in Pliny, which is, 
that he evidently copies the Periplus in the three places which he 
allots for the markets of the fpikenard ;  f o r  he mentions Pataia at 
the head of the Delta5* of the Indus, correfpondent to the Barbarika 
oi the Pcnplhs j and another fort which he calls -Ozsenhides, evi
dently agreeing with the mart of Qzene (p. 27, Peripl.) \  and a third 
fort named Gangitic, from the Ganges, anfwering to gapanic, for 
which all the commentators agree in reading Gangitic. Ve y ftrong 
proofs thefe, that Pliny had leen this journal and copied from i t ; 
as he mentions nothing of Ozene in Lis account of the Voyage, and 
only catches Ozaenitides here incidentally. See Salmafitts, p. 1059. 
et feq. who is very copious on the fubjetft, and has exhaufted all 

that the ancients knew of this aromatic59.

!* Whether this ia Pliny dots not apply to 59 It refembles the tail o f a final! animal in
D r. BurgeiVs Collection.

7 0 . NauVA'3?,
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70, Nco/VAic?, p. 27. N a u p l i u s . '  P.

It Teems to be an inferior tortoife-Thell from the context, which runs 

thus, it, %£Xnmj Sictpogog jxtTx rvjv 'ivSiKrjv it, v a t u oKiyog, t. e. tor- 
toife-fhell of fuperior kind, but not equal to the Indian ; and a fmall 
quantity of that fpecies called nauplius. It may, however, be a dif
ferent com m odity; but I cannot trace it in Pliny, unlefs it be the 

fhell o f that ffh  he calls nauplius, lib. ix. c. 30. or 49 Hard, which 
Teems a Tpecies o f the nautilus; but which Hardouin fays, does not

fail in its own fhell, but a borrowed one.
§

71. 'Erĵ tx.ov. D. P.

Sewing filk, or filk thread, from China. I f  this paffage be correct, 

it proves that filk was brought into India from China, as early 
as the age o f the Periplus. Nvjfict can hardly be. applied to a web, 

it Teems always to be thread.
It is called p by Procopius and all the later writers, as well 

as by the Digeft, and was known without either name to P lin y; for 
he fays, the women who wrought it had the double trouble o f  

untwilling the filk thread, and then weaving it up into a manu
facture. Unde geminus noftris foeminis labor redordiendi fila rur- 
fumque texendi. See Procop. Anecd. p. 3. Zonaras ad Concil. 
p. 231. And for the hiitory of the filk trade at T yre, fee Procop.

Hift. Arc. p. 73. Juftinian ruined the trade at Tyre, and yet lent 

the Monks to bring the worm from the Eaft. Procop. de Bello 

Goth. iv. 17. p. 613. Byz. Hilt. See Gibbon.
Avty; as tg-iv vi |t4ETK̂ « tixQoccn rvjv earS’rjTot egyu' êirBxi, rp> 7ra,Kou

EAVES' Mvjdiiivjv exkAct, tocvuv St XijgiKVjv ovopafytrw. Procop. Perfic. &
Vandal, lib. iv. fera cruda. Du Cange. F. Unwrought
filk is called ’E^ov in the Periplus.

‘■i . ' /
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lo a n ee  Taj sx M E1 A a H£ ev Bri^vry yiev ^  Fugu TccXacnv riijg Qojv/xi;? 

e('2'ctZ}crca..£x 7t»Xmcu twikt’ oi Si tktuv ffmĉ ot x~ Ŝ /xtHByoi k, r-iyyirtu 
in u v d e t  to d/tzaiBty axw. Procop. Artec. p, iii, Hill. A rc .. p. 8.

Tfce roanufa&uree had been long cftablifhed at Berytus and Tyre.

The web was.-formed from the pietaxa j may we not call it organ- 

zined fi!k? The price of the metaxa was railed by the taxes im- 

pofetl in Perha; and, upon the manuffi&urcrs. raffing the price, 

juftmian fixed a maximum and ruined the trade,

\ ^\ ' 1 1 o  ;

*72, ’QSoviov, M/jJUn, P.

i ft  fort. I vSm o v  to  7r\c6T\5rs&dv ?* A syofi&i'tj M
'7$F '

wide India muflins called Monakhc, that is, of the very bed and 

fine ft fort j particularly fine.

?d fort. Za'ytuiXTByrlvy.

Which is evidently the cotton too ordinary to fpin, and made ufe 

of only for fluffing of cubuoos, beds, &x. The Greek term is derived 

from r«V<r», to Huff, Zaŷ ccrcc, fluffing, or things (lulled. The article 

in the Periplus would be better read Zay^aro-ysn,, the ylrt of cotton 

ufed for fluffing. Marco Polo, lib. iii. c. 29. fays. II Bambagio the 

fi cava di quello, cofi vecchi non e buon de blare, tna folamente per 

coltre. And Strabo; lx Thru Si [the cotton plan:] Nmgyog 'Qipt, 
rag euyrgivg crtvScvcig pp&clvstrSxit rvg SI MefZsUvxg out,t J xvattpclXuv uutoTc 

X^w B cci, k, rig Zotyparirdyye. Fine muflins are made of cotton - 

but the Macedonians ufed cotton, for flocks, and fluffing of couches.

Mr. INIarIden, p. 126. notices the cotton ufed only for this purpofe 

in Sumatra as the Bombax Ceiba j and Percival mentions the lame

1 in
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In Ceylon, p. 328. See alfo Dampier, New Holland, p. 65. and 
Voyage, p. 165. ’OSomov is from o Q p v 15, the thin inner garment of 
women, in contra-diftin&ion to the of men. Horn. II. S. 595.
Meurfius propofes Z u y ^ M T o y o u v r i y  veftis pellicia. F.

Monakhe, fingle.

3d fort. X v S c c T o v .  P.

Coarfe muffins, or rather coarfe cottons, called at prefent dunga
rees ; Wilford, Af. Differt. vol. ii. p. 233. to which monakhe is op- 
pofed as a finer fort.

73. OTvog. W i n e .  P. -  ,

1. AacfhfcjjvoV. W i n e  o f  L a o d i c e a t  in Syria. Syiia is ftdl
famous for its wine. Volney, tom. ii. p. 69̂  Strabo. 
d’Anville Geog. An. ii. 134.-

2. i T x X i x b f .  I t a l i a n  W i n e .  P.

" 3 .  Ao / k t x o s .  Arabian Wine. P. It is dubious whether it 
may not be palm or toddy wine, it feems to have been 
a great article of commerce.

74. ' ' O y - p c c r  A i o c r , 7 r o X t T i K ^ .  J d ip fe , R o b  o f G r a p e s  f r o m  D i o f

p o l i s .  P.

For the explanation of this article 1 am wholly indebted to Dr.
Falconer, and return my thanks to him more particularly, as it was 
the commencement of his correfpondence. Fie obferved to me, 
that it was the dipfe of the Orientals, and ftill ufed as a reliih all

over

♦
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ovci tilt Halt. Bipfe is the rob of grapes inc their unripe ftate, and 
a pleafant acid. 1 have found many authorities to confirm his fug- 
geftlon. Piiuy, v. 6. xii. tg, xii. ay; xiv.. 9. xxiit. called by Co
lumella, Sapa vim. See alfo Shaw. Dr. Ruffelh: Aleppo, p. 58,
;jjid Pocock, i. p. yb. made at Faitime, and called Becroas, or Pac- 
mas. Iter Hierofol. cx uvarum acinis Mauris Ztbib vel Zibibeu 
didum , p. 357, ex acinis fuccum exprimunt,eoquuntque, donee ad 
fpiffitudinem, inflar mellis ebullient, Facmas id Arabice vocant, nos 
defrutum, Xtali mofto cotto, muftum codutn, eofque in cibis pro 
intindu utuntur, nonnulli aqua multa dilutum bibunt, id. p 387.
Ebn Haukal likewife defcrlbes it, and calls it. Doufhab, made at 
Arghan in Sufi ana,

7S' Or0'x ^rabicus, D, Jrabian Onvx.
' 1 SI  ̂ 7 , ■; - i f j v  ,k

This article ftands in the Digeft fo‘ unconnected with all that pre
cedes and follows it, that Ramufio, in order to make it a drug, reads 
it Gum Arabic j and I can hardly think otherwifb than that it is a 
corruption, and that ibvne aromatic produce of Arabia is meant; hut 
what, it is impoffible to determine. Mr. Falconer is perfuaded 
“  Aat it is the Onyx ufed as a box to contain odours or perfumes,
H the fame as the Alabafter o f Scripture, Luke, vji. 37. and Pliny, 

lib, xxxvi. c. 8. or 12 Hardouin, ftrongly confirms this opinion, 
for there the Onyx is laid to be found in Arabia, and to be the 

“  fame as Alabaftrites, and to be excavated for the purpofe o f con- 
“  lin in g  unguents or perfumes ; and fo Horace Nardi parvus onyx 
“  elidet cadum.”  F. I have nothing to ohjeft to this but the 
context.
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76. ’Oirynu, p. 27. A w l s  or bodkins. P.

An article in trade on the coaft of Africa, as needles are at this

day.

77* *Og6<%aXfcoy. Mountain Brajs.
Ufed for Ornaments. Ramufio calls it white copper, copper from 

which the gold and filver has not been well feparated in extra&ing it

from the ore.

n
r Pardi 1

78. A  L e o p a r d i  >- D. T y g e r s ,  j e o p a r d s ,  P a n t h e r s .

{^Panthera J

K Leones 7 D U o n s  and Lionefcs.
\  Leana 3

7Q. Y l a f > 6 t v o i  B v e i S t T f .  P*
Handfome women flaves for the haram are mentioned as intended 

for prefents to be fent up to the king of Guzerat, whofe capital was

Ozene or Ougein.

80. P e l l e s  B a b y l o n i c a .  D.
P a r t  h i e  a .

Hydes from Babylonia or Parthia, poffibly dyed like Turkey or 

Morocco leather; but Q J

81. T l t X v K t o i ,  P.
Small hatchets or axes for the African trade.

 ̂M 82. P e n t a f .

H ° 9 .
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S z .  P e n t a f p h a r u m , F o l i u m  P e n t a f p b a r m u  D Nard.

See article Hard. Mr. Falconer thinks that Pliny has not con
founded the Folium, or leaf of the Nard with the Betel as Salmafius 
aifertsj but that he takes the leaves from three different parts of 
the plant, the large making the lead valuable odour, and the lead 
leaves the bed; hence, the diftindion of hadrofphasram, mefo- 
fphaerum, microfphasrum, and that the pentafphserum of the Digeft 
is dill an inferior fort. Of this I am no competent judge, but I 
think it ftrange that the diftin&ions of Hadrofphaerum, &c- Ihould 
be applied by the ancients both to the Betel, as they are by tbe Pert- 
plus, and to the Spikenard as they are by Pliny, if this opinion be 
founded. Pliny, lib. xx’ui. 4. has certainly copied the fame autho
rities as Diofcortdes, for he makes malobathrum a mafticatory to 
fweeten the breath, and an odour to put among deaths, as we fome- 
times put lavender j both which particulars are m Diofcorides, but 
lib. xii, 59. Hard it is a t r e e  found in Syria and Egypt as well as 
India, It is much more probable that Mr. Falconer fhould be right, 
ymn one who is little acquainted with Natural Hiftory, but my 
doubts concerning Pliny’s confufxon are not removed.

S3. Hg7r«gi. P e p p e r .  D. P,

Imported from the coaft of Malabar, as it Bill is ; the native term 
on the coaft is pimpilim ; Salm. p. 1070. or the Sanfkreet, pipali.
Af. Ref vol. iv. p. 234. The pepper coaft is called in Arabic bded- 
el*fulful. D’Anville, Ind. p. 118.

It was found by the Greeks from Egypt, firft in Ethiopia, as an 
article of commerce brought thither by the Arabs, but was known

* in Greece much earlier.
1 2  Two

U  t 0
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Two forts are diftinguiflhed In the Periplus, u  and recognized by 
“  Theophiaftus, lib. ix* c. xxii. g - ^ y y » M » round, and a t i f y u p e t c  long.
** And by Diofcorides, the Betel is likewife a fpecies of the pepper,
<( Porro Betle foliis Piperis adeo fimilia funt, ut akerum ab altero 
“  vix diicerni queat, nifi quod Piper’s folia paulo duriora funt, ct 
“  nervi excurrentes paulo majores. Bodams a Stapel in Theo- 
“  phraftum.” F. F.

I. K o T T o v c t j i i X o r .  P.

From Cottonara, the kingdom of Canara, according to Rennell, 
which is ftill the principal mart for pepper, or at lead was fo before 
the Englifh fettled in Sumatra. This is the black pepper. See 
Marfden’s Sumatra, p. 117. White pepper is the black dripped of 
its outward coat.

a. P.

Long peppert>0, fo called from its form being cylindrical, an inch 
and an Half long. It confifts of an aflemblage of grains or feeds 
joined clofe together. It refembles the black pepper, but is more 
pungent, and it is a fpecies of the Eaft India pepper, totally diking 
from the Cayenne, and ufed for the purpofe of adulteration. This 
is the reafon that we buy pepper ground cheaper than whole.

84. n«|j£w/x«r«. P.

Girdles or fafhes, and perhaps diftingmfhed from the following 
article,

(S5, nvix v i o i i  a t  (ww, P.
Sadies of an ell long,) only in the difference of make or ornament.

«k f* Tabaxir j® the common long pepper.

4 m 2 8 6 .  Hw«w,
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8 6 . T h v v t x a v .  D. P.

Pearls, or the pearl oyfter. See the fifhcry at Cape Comorin.

87. Jlogtpijgx bacpofitt, xvfiaix, p. 35. P.

Purple cloth of two forts, fine and ordinary. An article of trade 
at Moofa in Arabia.

8 8 . n o r r j g u z ,  D r i n k i n g  V e jfe ls. P.
XaXxot, B ra fs. P.
ErgoyyvXcc, R o u n d .  P.
MeyccXxy L a r g e .  P.

Probably all three epithets apply to the fame veflel. An article of 
import on the coaft of Africa-

t

89. T l v ^ s  o X t y o i .  P.

Wheat in fmall quantities, imported into Omana, or Oman m  

Arabia,

P

90. ' P i v o K e / j u f .  R h i n o c e r o s .  P,

The horn or the teeth, and poffibly the fltin, imported' from the 
coaft of Abyffinia, where Bruce found the hunting of this animal 
ftill a trade, which he has defcribed in all of its branches, vol, iv.

91. Z c l y y c t g c c l

4 1 2 .
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9 1 .  Z cZ yyotfiK , P.

Boats or fmall veflels ufed on the coaft of Cochin for conveying 
the native commodities from the interior to the ports, and fometimes 
along the coaft from Malabar to Coromandel and the contrary.

9 2 . ToZ'yoi A()<rivOY]TiK,oi yeyva.^.f^& vat p. 14 . P.

Rugs or cloaks made at Arfinoe (Suez), dyed, and with a full
knap.

\

9 3 . 'E ocvSugccxy. P.

Red pigment, Salm. p. 1155. found ii\ gold and filver mines.
Pliny. Ore of Cinnabar. Dr. Burgefs. Sandaracham et Ochram 
Juba tradit in infula rubri maris Topazo nafci, inde nunc pervehuntur 

ad nos. Plin. xxxv. 22. Hard.

94. 2a54%«(5;. D. P. Sugar,

Made at Tyre in the 12th century- Benjamin of Tudela. Ber
geron, p. 17. But when hrft planted in Europe, dubious. See 
article 60. '

9 3 . £a7r<ps;£o$v Sapphire Stone. D. P.

The ancients diftinguifhed two forts of dark blue or purple, one 
o f which was fpotted01 with gold. Pliny fays, it is never pellucid, 
which feems to make it a different* ftone from what is now called

61 Dr. Burgefs has fpecimens of both forts, the one with gold fpots like lapis lazuli, and 
not tranfparent.

fapphire*

HI 3
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fapphire. Du tens Cays, the true azure fapphire was consecrated to 
Jupiter by the ancients.

■ 96. Sarcogalla  ̂ or Sarco-colla. D. '

A  ftyptic, from "£&$ and to unite the flejb> that is, to
draw the lips of the woriiid together, and heat it. Supposed to be 

gum Arabic by fom e; hut others fay, from a tree in Perfis, Ra- 
mulio reads the text without any notice o f al chelucia or larcogalla, 
and concludes all three under the Following article, which is read 

onyx Arabicus, but which he reads gum Arabic, meaning, perhaps, 
to render the three confident} and a drug feems more requisite than 
the onyx-ftone ; but fee O n yx Arab. Dr. Falconer fays, the Carco- 

colla is not gum  Arabic j but adds, that it is well known in the 
{hops, though the tree, or country which produces it, is not known,

See Chambers in voce. “  Fit et ex farcocolla, ita arbor vocatur,

“  guairni utiliffimum pidoribus ct medkis, Plm. lib. xiii, u ”  F.

97. S a r d o n y x ,  D.

“  The fardonyx is next in rank to the emerald: Intelligebantur 
u colore in Sard a, hoc eft velut carnibus ungue hominis impolite, 
u et utroque tranfiucido, taiefque effe Indicas tradunt. A rabic* ex~

“  cellunt candore circuli praelucido atque non gracili, ncque in 
“  reced'd gemrme aut in <kje£tu renitente, fed in Ipfis umbonibus ;
“  nitente praiterea fubftrato nigerrimi coloris. Plin. xxxvii 7.”  F.

See Chambers in voce, where, it is laid, the fardonyx o f Pliny is not 
what now bears the name bat a carnaia. I have not found this 
paflage as cited in Pliny, but conclude I have the numerals wrong : 

the fardonyx is mentioned in the chapter adduced.

1 1 .  , H
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.98 Zr̂ iKK oeopctTu. Chinefe Hides or Furs, P.

What is meant by Y ^ xtu no where appears, unlefs it can. be 
applied to the rdpTrouxty whence the malobathrum was procured.
But this is very dubious. See MaXoSa^sv. Pliny mentions the Seres 
fending their iron wrapt up in or mixed veftibus pellibufque. F.

See article following.

99. htSyfa. Iron. P.
An import into Abyffima for the manufa&ure o f fpear heads, to- 

hunt the elephant, rhinoceros, & c .61

’ivSmor. D. P. Ferrum Indie urn. D.

Iron tempered in India.
“  Ex omnibus generibus palma Serico ferro eft. Seres hoc cum 

u veftibus fuis pellibufque mittunt. Secunda Parthico, neque alia 
<c genera ferri ex mera acie temperantur, cseteris enim admifeetur.
“  Plin. lib. xxxix. c. 14. Plutarch (in Craffo). And Arrian de Rebus 
“  Parth. nr the work aferibed to him, mentions that the Parthians 
« covered their armour with leather, but at the moment of attack 
“  they threw off the covering, and appeared glittering in their bur- 
“  nilhed fteel. Milton alfo, Par. Regained, lib. iii.”  F. In mon- 
tibus Kabel (Cabul) inveniuntur ferri fodinaz celeberrimae, et humanis 
ufibus aptiflimaz, producunt enim ferrum acutum et venuftum. A 1 
Edriffi. *

100. ZivYves. D. P.

Fine linen of any fort, but that imported into Abyffinia might be
Egyptian, and poffibly of cotton ; but

6
62 T o  cut like an Indian fword, is a com- (as drills for working the granite obeliIks) 

mon Arabic proverb in Arablha. And in were made of Indian iron. Shaw quotes die 
Egypt, Shaw (p. 364.) fay*> the hardeft tools Periplus, but not perhaps jullly.

I t v J 'o - V t - Z
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»i $<*pc{>uT<xrctt r«yyirnt»C} P*

Can be nothing elfe but.the fineft Bengal mtiflins,

101. S.'rcj. #3pf$K CVtf. P.

•102. 2k6?f&(>v3t. Adzes. P•

In contradiftindion to •jrthwM  ̂ hatchets.

103.. SkWij ctf>yvg&» Silver Plate. T.

104. 'TaXoi, P. '

Veflels of chryftal, ox glafs in imitation of chryftal.

105. Swara-jdits. D . The Emerald.

There are twelve forts, according to  Pliny and Ifidorus. (G otho- 

fred.) Nero ufed an emerald n  an eye-glafs; and Gotiioirecl, or 

Ifidorus, fuppofes that the emerald has a magnifying power. Mr.

Falconer imagines it to magnify only from the denfity of the me

dium. Mr. Butene denies that the ai*c*cutfi had any knowledge ot 

the emerald, and in this he is fupported by Tavernier, the Abhc 

R't/nalj Harris, and Bruec, The green gems which the ancients 

called emeralds, w e *  all of inferior quality to thofe brought from 

Brafd and Peru; and from the fize mentioned of force of them, they 

are juftly fuppofedto be Fiuors: but we read of an emerald Bland in 

■ the Red Sea, and much notice is taken of tnem, both by natural)fts 

and poets. The greateft difficulty to be furrnounted by Mr. Bute ns 

feems to be the avchbhhop of York’s emerald, engraved with a Me- 

dufa’s head of Grecian fculpture, and brought from Benares; but

this, he calls a green ruby, p- 14- See Bruce» *• 2o(h who fX >  
Tlieophraftus mentions an emerald of four cubits, and a pyramid;j§ X .f:v  ■ M " iff fixty

' ' l i t -
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fixty feet high, compofecl of four emeralds. And Roderick of T o 
ledo talks of an emerald table in Spain 547 feet long ! But Bruce 
fays, likewife, the true emerald is as hard as the ruby. How then 
are we to diftinguifh between an emerald and a green ruby ? Bruce 
vifited the Emerald Ifland in the Red Sea, and found nothing more 
like emeralds than a green chryftalline fubftance, little harder than 
glafs ; and this, he adds, is found equally on the continent and the 
ifland. Emeralds have been found in Peru, in the barrows of the 
dead, of a cylindrical form ; fo that the Peruvians, anciently, rauft 
not only have known the gem, but valued i t ; and muft alfo have 
poffefled the art of cutting it. Ulloa. Mr. Falconer has fuggefted to 
me a fingular paflage in Pliny, which may be applied to Nero’s eme
rald, and which had efcaped my notice : Iidem plerumque et concavi 
ut vifum colligant. Plin. lib. xxxvii. c. 5.” or 16 Hard. ; fo that the 
emerald mentioned in this inftance might truly be confidered as an 
eye-glafs for a fhort fight. F. The whole chapter is fo very exprcfs, 
that it is hard to conceive what is an emerald, if  Pliny’s is not :
Scythicorum iEgyptiorumque tanta eft duritia ut vulnerari nequeant.
This feems to exprefs that hardnefs which the jewellers try by the 

v file.

106. Ejuugm. Myrrh. D. P.
“  The myrrh of the moderns is the fame as that defcribed by the 

“  ancients, but the tree from which it is obtained is ftill doubtful.
“  It is likewife ftill brought from the fame countries, that is, Arabia,
“  and the weftern coaft o f the Red Sea. But the Trogloditic, or 
“  Abyflinian, is preferred to that of Arabia. Murray, Apparat.
“  Med. vol. vi. p. 213. See Bruce, vol. v. p. 27. Omnium prima elt 
“  quae Troglodytica appellatur, accepto cognomine a loco in qua

4 N “  proven!t

. H i  V
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u prove nit, fpleftdens, fribviridis ac mordens. DioicondL Matthioli,
« Jib. i. c, 67. Pi in. lib. xii. c. 15. It was procurable in Arabia,
“  imported from the op polite coafi of the Red Sea.” F. P.

AtK<pî cra rij( stXA??;. P.

O f a fuperior fort.

P.

O f the beft fort,

107, Spadones, D. Eunuchs.

108. ZreatTvj. Gum. D. P.

A Cet^fjtivBtuxt read by Bochart, Gcog. Sac. i i .  2 2 ,  Salm.
520. Extrad or diftiliatioa from myrrh, of the fineft fort. The 
reading is proved by Salmafius from a fimilar error in an inedited 
epigram. IVlinean ; ft Appm4as, Diofcor. lib, i. c. 78. Plinius 
habet Minaia, lib. xii. c. 16. and Hefych. ’Apv««w oTvav. Stephan, 
in voce. F.

109. L r tu M i ,  P.

Stibium for tinging the eyelids black.

I l O .  S toA«» ’ A ftcriv orjiK u i. P.

Women’s robes manufadured at Arsinoe or Suez.

i l l .  Xrvg*%., St or ax, P.

One of the moft agreeable of the odoriferous refins. There are 
two forts, ftorax in the tear, fuppofed to anfwer to the ancient flyrax 

8 calamita,

-  H / * b  .
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calamita, from its being brought in a hollow reed, or its diftillation 
from it; and common ftorax, anfwering to the ftade ftyrax of 

the ancients. It now grows in the neighbourhood of Rome ; but 
the drug was anciently brought thither from the iflands in the 

• Archipelago. See Salm. p. 1026. Chambers in voce.  ̂ Mod of 
thefe gums, refins, and balfams have in modern pradice yielded 
to the American, as this feems to have given way to the balfam o'

Tolu.
v • f

1X2. 1 u[zxtcx, p. 15* P-
Slaves from Africa, an ancient trade! but the number was not 

great.

H

T
#

1 13. 'Tccy.ivQo?. D. P.

The hyacinth or jacinth, a gem which Salmafius fays is the ruby, 
p. 1107. See Solinus, c .xxx . p. 57. where it feems to be the ame- 
thyft. And Mr. Falconer concludes, that it is an amethyft, from 
the expreffion of Pliny, emicans in amethyfto fulgor, violaceus 
dilutus eft in Hyacintho ; but Hardouin reads, emicans in amethyfto 
fulgor violaceus, dilutus eft, &c., and violaceus fulgor is furely the 
peculiar property of the amethyft. Salmafius adds, that the Oriental 
name of the Ruby is Yacut from Hyacinthus; but Dutens fays the. 
hyacinth is orange Aurora, inclining to poppy, p. 35. and makes the 
Jacinth a diftinft gem from the R u b y ; but the Ruby, he obferves,

« Strabo mentions ftyrax in Pifidia; a diftillation from a tree, can fed by a worm breeding 

in it. L ib. xii. p. 570.
4 n 2 likcwue,

H i  9 .
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like wife, is of a poppy colour, and is called Hyacinth when it has 
the lea ft tin dure of yellow. Whether this d ill i net ion applies to the 
ancients, I am not a judge to determine; but if the/hyacinth is a 
(lift in & fpecies, 1 can find no claflical name for the ruby. See 
Pliny, xxxvii. 9. or 41. Hard, and fulgor violaceus feems appropriate 
to the amethyft.

1 14. Fa cut. D. R e d  Paint,

' ‘ x fe li
1 15. X«XkoV. Brafs or Copper. P.

116. XaA>tS^^t4«Ta. P,

Velfels o f brafs, or any fort of brazier’s work.

117. Jl-chelucia, which Ramufio reads AgaUoihum, Aloes. D.

Matthioli coincides with Ramufio in the corredion. Diofcor. 
p. 40. “  Agallochum is the aloes wood, xylo aloes, lignum aloes,
“  the I'gn aloes of feripture. Numb. xxiv. 6. and not aloes the 
“  drug. The belt is heavy, compad, gloffy, o f a chefnut colour, in- 

“  termixed with a blackifh and fo me times purple ftiade. It is refi- 
** nous and baifamic. Neuman’s Chemiftry, by Lewis.”  F. F. I 
was myfelf difpofed to think Chelucia, y jh v x fa .,  a corruption of X $ \ v $ f 

Chclys, the tortoife, /. e, tortoife-fhell.

I l 8.  X i A U f i ; ,

'A 3 0
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1 1 8. XeXuvti. D. P.

Tortoife-fhell feems to have formed a great article o f commerce, 
for ornaments of furniture, as beds, tables, doors, See. both in Italy,

Greece, and Egypt. It was brought from the coafts or Africa near 
Moondus, from Socotra, Gadrofia, Malabar, and the Lackdive, and 
Maidive Iflands, and from Malacca. The latter feems to be defigned 

by the xgvmovria'ot o f the Periplus.

1 19. Xiruveg. P.

Under garments, imported from Egypt into Africa.

120. Xfjypx. Specie. P.

The Periplus is very accurate in noting the ports where it was 
necefiary to trade with fpecie; and in more in fiances than one,

notes the advantage o f exchange.
/

121. Xqu<ro\idoc. Chryfollte. P.
Sometimes the fame as chryfites, the touchftone for gold, Salin. 

p. 1103 ; but deferibed as a ftone as it were fprinkled with fpots of 
gold, Salmafius, p. 407. who points out what it is not, but cannot 
determine what it is. It may well be the topaz , as Dutens makes, 

it, p. 18.

122. XgwSv. P. ^

Ul'ed with Sipugiov, as is agyvgSv alfo, expreffing gold and fdver

denarii.

123. XgvrtofjLotTci* Gold Plate* P.

*4 The Bohemian is yellow, with a grcenilh nut; the Oriental is very pale yellow. D r.
Burgefs’s Oriental topaz, deep yellow.

I,";” \ , .. 1 ■ •
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There is a corrupt paffage in the Digeft, which appears thus j 

Chelynie hopia Indica adferta,

Gothofred joins it to the preceding article Beryllus; and Ramufio 
reads it Beryllus Cylindrus. Sal m alms fuppofes it to be a feparate 
article, and reads it Chelone JEthiopa, as one fpecies o f the CHelonia 
o f Pliny, (xxxvii. 56. Hard.) that is, the gem called the .Ethiopian 

Tortoife Eye, and Chelone Indica, another fpecies; and it may be 
added, that this is conformable to the order o f the Digeft, when it 
mentions two fpecies of the fame article. The pafiage, however, is 
much doubted, and is fometimes joined with adferta, and fometimes 

feparated. H opia Indica adlerta, opera Indica adferta, omnia Indica 
adferta, and again opera Indica, tinda, adtinda, & c. & c „ ; but if 
we accede to Salmafius in regard to the two fpecies o f Chelone, and 
place the period at Indica; adferta may be another general title like 
leveragin'the Digeft, and eafily converted into Serica, it would then 

Hand thus:
Serica, - - general title, ftiik.
Metaxa - ift fpecies, - filk thread.

Yeftis Serica - 2d fpecies, f - filk web.
Nema Sericum, - 3d fpecies, - Icwing filk.

** The only objedion to this is, that Metaxa and Nema Sericum are
ufually applied to the fame thing. Mr. Falconer fuppofes that 
tinda, if the reading can be iupported, may mean dyed or coloured

ftlks, F.

Camphor.

J  I t
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Camphor. Cafur, alKafur, of the Orientals. I had expected to 
find this article in the Digeft, but as it comes particularly from Java,
Sumatra, and Borneo, this may account for its being unnoticed.
The hiftory of it occurs in Schikard’s Tarik, p. 185. who commends 
Marco Polo for his veracity, (was he not the firft who brought the 
knowledge of it to Europe ?) and he adds, that A 1 Edriffi fpeaks of 
Lanchialos, and then Kalan, where Camphor is obtained, and Kalan 
he fuppofes to be Borneo. This is a proof that the drug was known 
to the Arabians in the twelfth century ; but the Lanchialos of A1 Ed. 
riffi is very dubious; he certainly makes it a different lfland from 
Ceylon, and yet Lanca Ilam is one of the Hindoo names of Ceylon.

See A 1 Edriff. p. 35.

Capilli Indict. D,

T H E  E N D .
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q i -3  '



I n
CSL-AS-(R) — 5 ^ f  ( A j

ASO03116 J  1 \ V I
irnmnummi
910.4 VIN-P

E R R A T A .

Page 257. note 75. line 5. for Appendix, No. f l  read Appendix, No. II I .
» 3 7 1' !ine 3- /»ir ’’tfXof upy V̂ W (/ VY.‘Xo< Apyv'.

372. —  10. in/frt d full ftop a/kr place, and a comma Pliny.
380. note Ji 4. lineS. for  ferivere, read ferivere.
480. the running title of Sequel to the Peripllu o f the Erylhrean Sea, fliould have con- 

eluded with p. 481.
494. line 7. dele the comma at Maes, and place it at Ptolemy.
534. line 13. for read e n m n n

’ V V “  - • \ -
, 352, —  penult, dele by any one.

Appendix, p. 45. note 51. line 3. for  Planta'gin, read Plantaglni.

C O R R E C T I O N S .

Page 16. Part I. note 20. W hy does W edding tel! me to believe this ? This ought not
M. !l?y.e betn,.iroPuttd t0 Weffding, but to Stevens in 
W ording's edition of Ctefias.

18. Part I. line 8. The pofition of Palihothra, fixed by Sir W . Jones, is again 
rendered dubious by Lieut.,’Wilford. Afiatic Refearchea, 
vol. v. p. 272. Lond. ed.

27. Part t .  note 48. Plutarch does not fay what is imputed to him, but the con- 
' trary : it never has happened, and never will, except in that

1country. T b »  erroi is acknowledged with feme degree at 
mortification.

74. Part I. note 14. Beled fignifies a country, not a cq/lk.

A D D I T I O N S .

Page 275. Part II . The Negra o f Cedrenus is Najeran.
323 Part' II, Sanuto’s Map ia noticed by d’ Anville, Antiq. de I’ Inde, "Supple

ment, p. 1837. but not its claim to antiquity.
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