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The Countries of Indoftan, Eaft of Delhi, by Major James Kenneli, Page i.
Ian of Calcutta, 1756, Page 61.

Calcutta as in 1756, Page 71.
Bengal and M a r, Page 119.

crritory of Calcutta, 1757, “Page 134. * . _
f’he Countries of Coromandel, from the Coleroon to Cape Comorin, I age iQfi
Trinomalee, Page.247.
Thiagar, Page 248. .
Oevation of a PolygarVFort, in ;!: northern provinces, Page 255.
Vizagapatarnvin 175 >̂ Pa§e
Fort St. David, with the French attack 1758, Page 307.
Tanjore, reduced from an exaft furvey, Page 323* 
view of Tanjore, Page 329.

Se c t io n  th e  Second .

The Carnatic, from the Penar to the Coleroon, with the • Weftern Moun­
tains, and Part of My fore, Page 367

.Madrafs, part of the Black Town, and the adjacent ground to the s. and w.
with the French attack, from Dec. 12, *75?>t0 Feb' l>  *759* PaS« 3B5- 

Plan of the fronts of Fort St. George, attacked- ty Mr. Lally, from the i4tA 
of Dec. 1758, to the 16th of Feb. *759* wbb Part fcb tbs i>iac< *own»
Page 460.

Pal am Cotah, near Tintvelly, Page 407.
Mafulipatam, Page 480.
fRldore and Vandivafh, to face Page 517; but Vahfore refers to 62/.
Carangoly, Page 54S*
Chittapet, Page 591 * . n c
Arcot Fort and Chilambariim, to face 593 1 butChilarabarum refers to Page 630,
View of the Forts on the hills of Veloor, Page doc.
Permacoil, Page do6 .
Karical, Page 617.
Pondicherry, Page 645. ‘ _
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E S T A B L I S H M E N T S

M A D E  B Y

M a h o m e d a n  C o n q u e r o r s  in In d o s t a n .

S E C T I O N  I.

EU R O P E A N S  underftand by the Eaft-Indies all the coun­
tries and empires, which lying fouth o f Tartary, exfind 
fiom the eaftern frontiers o f Periia, to the eaftern ccafts of 

China. The iflands of Japan.are likewife included in this denomina­
tion j as are all the Malay Hlands, in which the Dutch have fueh 

.# valuable poflefiions, and winch extend to the fouth ward, as far as the
coafts o f  New Holland, and eaftward to lands unknown.

B u t  the name of India can only with propriety be applied to the 
country which is diftinguilhed in Afia as well as in Europe by the name 
o f Indoftan.

T h a t  part o f  the weftern lide o f Indoftan, which is not bounded by 
the fea, is feparated from Periia and the Ufbeg Tartary by defarts, and

B by
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by thofe mountains which were known to the ancients under the 
name of Paropamiihs : Moflnt Cbuctifus -forms-its barrier to. the-north, 
feparating it from various nations b f Tartars, ffom the gVeat and li^le 
Thibet. From mount Caucafus to Chitigan, marfhes and rivers divide 
it from the kingdoms of Tep^a, Affatn, and Aracan : the fea, from 
Chitigan to cape Comorin and from hence to Perfia, embraces the reft 

o f Indoftan. ..................

T hi s  great extent of country has been inhabited, from the earlieft 
antiquity, by a people who have no refemblance either in their figures 
or manners with any of the nations Which are contiguous to them.
Although thefe nations have at different times fent conquerors amongft 
them, who have cftablifhed themfelves in different parts of the country: 
although the Mogul Tartars under Tamerlane hnd his iucceftbrs have vai 
laft rendered themfelves lords of almoft the whole o f itj.. yet the origi­
nal inhabitants have loft very little of their original character by the 
eftaBTithtfient o f thefe Grangers amongft them,

B e s i d e s  the particular denominations which they receive from the 
cafts and countries in which they are born, there is one more general, 
which is applied indifcriminately to diftinguifh the original natives 

‘ frofh M  vvho h p e  intruded themleivcs amotigft them, Hendoo, from,

■ wliefejf- Trtlpu  j : "V

T he Indians have loft all memory o f the ages in which they began 
to believe in Vistnou, E sw ar  a , BraMA, and a hundred thouiand di­
vinities fubordinate to thefe. Thefe divinities are Worshipped in temples 
called Pagodas in every part o f Indoftan, the whole extent of which is- 
holy land to its inhabitants; for there is no,part in which fome di­
vinity has not appeared and done fofnefiling to merit a temple and 
priefts to’take care of it. Some of thefe fabrics are bf immemorial an­
tiquity : they are at the fame time monuments of fuch ftupendous la­
bour, that they are fuppofed to have been built by the gods to whom 

• they are confecrated.
i i

T he.
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T he hiftory of thefe gods is a heap of the greateft abfurdities, It
is Eiwara twilling off the neck of Brama ; it is the Sun, who gets his 
teeth knocked out, and the Moon, who has her face beat black and 
blue at a feaft, at which the gods quarrel arid light with the ipirit of a 
mob. They fay that the Sun and Moon carry in their faces to this day 
the marks of this broil. Hejre.and there,a moral or metaphyfical alle­
gory, and fomefimes a trace of the hiftory of a fjrft legiilator, is dii- 
cernible in thefe liories ; but in general they are fo very extravagant and 
incoherent, that we fhould be left tQ wonder .how a people fo reafonabla 
in other refpe&s Ihould have adopted fuch a code of nqnferife as a creed 
of religion, did we not find the fame credulity in the hifionc,. of nations 
much more enlightened.

T he Bramins, who arc the tribe of the priefihood, defcend from thofe 
Brachmans who are mentioned to us with fo much reverence by anti­
quity; and although much inferior either as philolophers or men of 
learning to the reputation of their anceftors, as priefts their religious doc­
trines are ftill implicitly followed by the whole nation ; and' as preceptors 
they are the fource of all the knowledge which exifts in Indoftan.

E v e n  at. this day feme of them are capable of calculating an ecligfe, 
which feems to be the utqiqft llretch of their mathematical know­
ledge. They have a good idea of logic; but it dots not appear that 
they have any treadles on rhetoric ..; their ideas of..malic, ir ye  may 
judge from the practice, are barbarous; and in medicine they derive no 
affifiance from the knowledge of anatomy, fince diife&ions are repug­
nant to their religion.

T h e y  fired no blood and eat no ftefh, foecaufe they believe in the 
tranfmigration of fouls; they encourage wives to burn themfelves with 
•their deceafsd hufbatjds, and feeur to malee the perfedlion of religion 
conliif in a pundual obfervance of numerous ceremonies performed in 
the worfirip of their gods, and in a ilridl attention to keep their bodies 
free from pollution. Hence purifications and ablutions, as dictated by

B 2 their
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their fcriptures, are fcrupuloufty obferved by .them, and take up no {mail 
portion o f their time.

A  Bramin cannot eat any thing which has been prepared or even 
touched by any other hand than that of a Bramin, and from the fame 
principle, cannot be married to a perfon o f any other caft in the king­
dom, becaufe his own caft is the higheft, even above that o f the kings.
They fay that they were formerly the kings o f  the whole country, and 
preferve to this day the privilege o f  commuting capital punishment, when 
merited, by the lofs o f their eyes. T o  kill a Bramin is one o f the five 
fins, for which there is fcarce any expiation.

T h e  pre-eminence o f the Bramins admitted, it feerns as i f  the In­
dians had determined to compenfate the odium o f fuch a fuperiority, by 
forming themfelves into a number o f  diftindl tribes or gradations o f 
people, who refpe&ively fubrnit to the different degrees of eftimalion in 
which they have at laft agreed to abide, as implicitly as the whole agree 
to acknowledge the fuperiority o f the Bramins. ^

T he  many temporal advantages hich the Bramins derive from- 
their Spiritual authority, and the impoffibility o f  being admitted into their 
tribe, have perhans given rife to that number o f Joguees and Facquires, 
who tfw.nfelves with fuch various and aftoniftiing penances only
to gain the fame veneration which a Bramin derives from his birth.

T h e  calls or tribes into which the Indians are divided, are reckon­
ed by travellers to be eighty-four: perhaps when India /hall be better 
known,, we (hall find them to be many m orej for there is a lingular 
difpofitson in the Indian, from very trilling circumftances to form a fedt 
apart from the reft o f his neighbours. But the order o f pre-eminence 
of all the calls in a particular city or province is generally indifputably 
decided. T he Indian o f an inferior would think himfelf honoured 
by adopting the cuftoms of a fuperior caft j but this would give battle »
fooner than not vindicate its prerogatives: the inferior receives the vie-

5 ' tu ah
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tuals prepared by a fuperior call with refped, but the fu-perior will not 
partake of a meal which has been prepared by the hands of an infe­
rior caft, Their marriages are circumfcribed by the fame barriers as the 
reft of their intercourfes; and. hence, befides the national phyfiognomy, 
the members of each caft preferve an air of Hill greater refemblance to, 
one another. There are feme cafts remarkable for their beauty, others 
as remarkable for their uglinefs.

A l l  thefe cafts acknowledge the Bramins for their priefts* and with, 
them admit the tranfmigration. In devotion to this opinion fome afflid 
themfelves at the death of a % , although occafioned by inadvertence.
But the far greater number of cafts are not fo {crapulous, and eat, although 
very fparingly, both of fiih and fleftij, but, like the Jews, not of all 
kinds indifferently.

T h e i r  diet is chiefly rice and vegetables d refled with ginger, tur­
meric and other hotter fpices, which grow almoft fpontaneoufly in their 
gardens. They efteem milk the pored of foods, becaufe they think it 
partakes of fome of the properties of the neftar o f their gods, and be­
caufe they efteem the cow itfelf almoft a divinity.

A n abhorrence to the {bedding of blood, derived from his.religion, 
and feconded by the great temperance of a life whtph is puffed - moft 
of them in a very /paring ufe of animal food, and a total abftinence from 
intoxicating liquors j the influence of the moft regular of climates, in 
which the great heat of the fun and the great fertility of the foil leileu 
moft of the wants to which the human fpecies is fubjed in aufterer 
regions, and fupply the reft without the exertion, of much labour; 
thefe caufes, with various confequences from them, have all together 
contributed to render the Indian the moft enervated inhabitant of 

the globe.

H e {hudders at the fight of bipod, end is o f a pufillanimity only to 
be eroded and accounted for by the great delicacy of his configuration*

Thfta
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This is fo flight as to give him no chance of oppofing with fuccels the
onfet of an inhabitant of more northern regions.

H is  manners are gentlej his happinefs confifts in the folaces of a do- 
- meffic life; to which fn&ciemly inclined by the climate, he is. obliged 

by his religion, which efteems matrimony a duty indifpenfible in evciy 
man who does not quit the world to unite himielf to God: inch is their 
phrafe. Although permitted by Ids religion, according to the example 
of his gods, to have feveral, he is feldom the buiband of more than 
one wife : and this wife is of a decency of demeanour, of a foihcituue in 
her family, and of a fidelity to her vows, which might do honour to 
human nature in the moft civilized countries.

H is  amufoments confift in going to his Pagoda, in affifting at reli­
gious fhevvs, in fulfilling a variety of ceremonies prescribed to him on 
all occafions, by the Bratnin j for, fubjedf to a thoufand lapies from the 
ideas he has adopted of impurity, the Indian is always offending his 
gods, who are not to be appeafed till their prieft is fatisfied.

I n a country o f fuch great extent, divided into h> many di flinch 
fovereignties, it cannot be expected that there fhould be no exceptions 
to one 'general ydfertion of the character of the inhabitants. There is 
every ;bem in the mountains a wild inhabitant, whole bow an Buto­
pe, an can fcarcely draw* There are in the woods people wno fqbdft 
hv their incurlions into the neighbouring plains, and who, without 
the ferocity of the American, polTefs all his treachery'} and according 
to Mr. Thevenot, India has had its cannibals in the center of .one of 
the moft cultivated provinces of the empire. 1 he Rajpoots by their 
courage have prderved thcuifelves almoft -independant of the Great 
Mogul. 'I'he inhabitants of the countries ftill nearer to the mountains 
of the frontier, diftinguilhed by the activity of their character rrom the 
indolence of the reft of the nation, have eaiily turned Mahotnedans ; 
thefe northern converts we Juppofe to be the origin of the prefent

Afghans

' (tf , ; :



- p

(II ffi ) l, . .CcuMursrs in bu»/:.m. 7  V a i l

^ ■ :^ v A % h a n 5  and P t o ,  who are the heft troops in-the emperor’s fervice, 
arid the iftoft dangerous enemies ai the torone when m arms again, i

T he arts which furmfh the conveniences o f life have been carried b y  
the Indians to a pitch far beyond what is necefiary to iuppiy the wants 
o f  a climate which knows fo few, At the fame time no ideas of taftc 
or fine defign have eKified among them : and we feek ui v-uii «>.. 
elegance in the magnificence of the vidteft empire o;. the globe.

T  h e i r  knowledge of mechanical powers is fo very confined, that 
we are left'to admire, without being able to account for, the manna in 
which they have eroded their capital Pagodas, It does not appear that 
they had ever made a bridge of arches over any of their rivers, before 
the Mahoniedans came amongft them..

I t  is to the fupplenefs with which the whole frame of an Indian is- 
endowed, and which is ftill more remarkable in the configuration of 
his hand^lhat we are indebted for the exquiiltc perfection of their ma­
nufactures of linnen. The fame inftruments which an Indian employs 
to make a piece of cambric, would, under the rigid Sogers of an 
European, fcarcely produce a piece of canvafs.

H is  religion forbids the Indian to quit his own fir ores: he wants 
nothing from abroad : he is fo far from being follicitous to convert the 
ftranger to his own opinions, or from wifhing him to aftimilafe with die 
nation, that if a foreigner were to -follicit the privilege of wor(hipping.
Viftnou, his propofal would be received with the utmoft contempt.

' :f 'A'ri * V V f f d r K ' .'  - ' . : ' :'k ' ' 1 ~

N o t h i n g  ieems to have been wanting to the kappineis oi this na­
tion, but that otfiers fhould have looked on them with the fame indiffe­
rence-, wkh which they regard the reft of the world, hut not content 
with the prefents which nature has fhowered: on tue:r climate, they have 
made improvements when they felt no neceiiities. ihey have culti­
vated the various and valuable productions of their foil, not to the mea- 

 ̂ furs.
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fare o f  their own, but to that of the wants o f  all other nations j they 
have carried their trianufaCtures o f linnen to a perfection which furpaffes 
the mofl exqu*i>.ts productions o f Europe, and have encouraged with 
avidity the annual tributes o f  gold and filver which the reft of the world 
conteft for the privilege of fending to them. They have from time im ­
memorial been as addicted to commerce, as they are averfe to war.
They have therefore always been immenfely rich, and have always re­

mained incapable o f  defending their wealth.

I ' || 18*11| j j j  \ \ K  §  J r t l l  SI f l
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made by Mahomedan Conquerors in hdojian. q

S E C T I O  N  I t

Y  O N G before Tamerlane, mahomedan princes had entered, made 
J — * conqucfts, and eftabhfhed themfelvcs in India.

V a l i d , the 6th of the fCalifs named Ommiades, who afeended the 
throne in the year 708 o f our ,/F.ra, and in the 90th o f  the Hegira, made

conqucfts in Lidia; fo that the Alcoran was introduced very early into 
this country.

M a h m o u d , fon of Sebegtechin, prince of G a z n a , the capital 
of a province feparated by mountains from the north-weft parts of India, 
aiid fit-mated near Kandahar, carried the Alcoran with the fword into In- 
doftan in the year 1000 or 1002 of  our %«■ <,. He maintained himfelf 

*n a va^ exten* ferutdry out of, and fee ms to have fubdued as la c e  a 
one in, India, if it is true that I.e.carried his conquefts as far to the fouth 
as “ je Prc&nt capital of the kingdom ot Vifiapore near Goa. l ie  treated 

; ’ the Indians with all the rigor o f a conqueror and all the fury o f a con- 
' verier, plundering Creafures, d e m o tin g  temples, and murdering idola­

ters throughout his rout. His hiftorians arc quite extravagant in their 
descriptions of the wealth he found in Indoftan. One o f than fays, no 
doubt allegorically, that he found a tree growing otit o f the earth to an
enormous iize, of which the M ftance was pure gold, and this the 
errect o f  nature.

I h l lucccffors o f this Mahmoud are called, from the capital o f their 
dominions! the dynafty of the Gaznavides, 'and maintained themfelves in 
a great part of the countries which he had conquered in India until the 
year 1 1 55. or 1 1 5 7 . when K o s r o u S ch a i i , the 13th and laft prince 
of »azna, and 01 the Gaznavide race, was depofed by H ussain G a u r i  
fo called from the country in which he was born, Gaur, a province ly­
ing to the north of'Gazna. , .

' . C This



V<T  T h i s  Huflain founded t.i je dynafty of  the G a c t r i d e  s, which fur-
mftred five princes who poffeffed in and our of Indio nearly the fame do­
minions as their predeceflors the Gaznavides, and hke them made Gatina 

their capital.

S c h e a b b  F, D i n, the of the Gauride emperors, during the life of 
his brother and predcccfihr G a r a t h e d d in, conquered the kingdoms of 
Multan and Delhi. He drew inch iimaenfe treafurcs out of India, that 
his favourite daughter inquiring of the officer who had the care o f them, 
to what value they amounted, the treafurer anfwered, that there was the 
weight of three thoufand pounds in diamonds only, by which the might 
judge of the reft: nr er deductions made for oriental exaggeration* we 
may ftiil gather from this anecdote, that his conquefts in India had given 
bun great wealth. An Indian, rendered defperate by the pollutions and 
in Cults to which he Saw his gods and temples expofed, made a vow to 

affaffinate Seheabbedin, and executed it.

T he race of Gaurides hnifhcd in the year 1212,  in the perfon o f 
M a h m o u d , fuccefibr and nephew' to. Scheabbedin. The days o f this 
Mahmoud, like thole o f his unde, though for a different caufe, were 
cut off by the fwords o f affaffms. Whatever dominions Mahmoud pof- 
feffed out of India, he does not feem to have had any great influence in it, 
or even in Ga/na Ufelfj he, contrary to the pradice of his predeceffors, 
made not this city the capital o f his fovereignty. His uncle Sche­
abbedin, who had no children, and was remaikable for a fpiri-t of adopr- 
tion, had prepared the difmemberment of the Indian provinces from the 
empire of Gazna,, by giving the government of two of them to two of his 
Haves. Naffereddin received from him the countries of Multan, Coth- 
bcddin-Ibeck. thofe of Delhi. At tlie fame time he made another of his 
flaves, Tageridiu-Ildiz, governor o f Gazna,

I n the year 12 r 4 M o h a m e t , the 6th Sultan of the dynafty of the 
K n o w a r a s m i a n s , whole territories were contiguous to thofe of the 
Gaurides, took Gazna from the ftave who had fucceeded the Have T a -

1 geddin-
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geddin-Ildiz in the government o f that city. But although he conquered 
the capital of their empire, it does not appear that he fixed htmfell in 
the Indian dominions of the Gaurides. He imprudently quarrelled with 
G i n g i s q h a n , and in the year 1218 wps compelled to fly before the 
arms of that mighty conqueror. In the year 1220 he died a fugitive, at 
a great diftance from India.

T he brave G k i a l a d o i n , fen of Mohamed, made head in the 
province of Gazna againft.the forces of Gingifcban : in the year 1221 
he was fo hard piefled by them as to be forced to fly into India, where, 
on the we item banks of the Indus, he was totally defeated by Gingifcban, 
in peri on, out faved his life by iwimming the river with an intrepidity 
which raifed admiration in Gingifcban himfelf. He remained in Multan 
until the year 1224, when he left India never more to return into it.
He was killed in 1231 in Mesopotamia.

W 1 T h Gelaladdin finiflhed the dynafly of the Khowar’afmians j and 
what {hare Gingifcban or his fucceflors took in the affairs of lndoflan, 
we have not had the good fortune to difeover. W e find that one Tur- 
mechirin Chan, (tiled in Tamerlane’s hiflory a defendant of Gengis, and 
one of the great emperors of Afia, penetrated in the year 1240 to the 
city of Mil te lying to the north-cad. of Delhi, and made conquers which 
preferved great reputation to his name in India, until the appearance of 
Tamerlane; but thele conquelfe did not expel from the fovereignty the 
family which at that time reigned in Delhi

G o t h b e d d j n - i b e c k , the Have o f Sheaheddir, rendered himfelf 
independant in thefovereignty of Delhi, which had been.given to him by 
his matter only in vicegereuce. He extended the mahomedan domi­
nions, and died peaceably on hit throne in the year 1219, He was fuc- 
ceeded by his foil A r a m s c h a h , who was deposed by his father’s 
Have I i e t m i s c h  e S Gu a m  see  d i n .
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T  ii i s I l e t m  i s c h e conquered from the fUve Naflereddin the pro­
vinces which cotupofed the new kingdom of Multan. By uniting thefe 
to the provinces of Delhi, and by governing all thefe dominions in perfion 
without interefting himfelf in what palled out o f India, he became the 
firft regular and the molt powerful mahomedan monarch who had 
hitherto reigned in lndofian, He died in the year 1235.

H i s  defendants formed the dynatty of the fkftmahomedan kings 
of Delhi. ' ;v *  / Z ‘ _ . .

F i r o i u i s c h a h  R o c n e d d i n  fiaccccded' his father Iktmifche, ■ * • 
and before he had reigned a year was depofed by his difcoiitented 
grandees, who placed his lifter R  a  d h i a t e d d i  n upon the throne; an 
extraordinary phenomenon in a mahomedan government- This female 

' ‘ fovereign Was, after various adventures, depofed by her brother Beharam
Schah, and killed in attempting to make her efcape from him.

B e h ARAM S e n  a h , after reigning two years, was killed in a revolt. 
M assoudschah A l a e d d in , for> of Firouz Schah Rocneddin, then 
mounted the throne, and in the year 1246 was depofed by his brother 
M ahmoud  Schah N asseked din , who made great coaquefts in 

India. ‘ ...

A f t e r  the death.of Mahmoud Nafiered'din, Firouz his uncle and 
Alaeddin his nephew dilputed the throne. A laeddi n caufed Firouz 
to be affafiinated, and remained in poffeffion o f the throne of Delhi until |  

the year 1317.

H er  e we arrive at a chafm of near 80 years in the hiftory of thefe 
king?, which our guide Mon£ D ’Herbeiot could not and materials to fill 
up. Sultan M ah m oud , who reigned at Delhi in the year 1398, is filled 
by Tamerlane’s hiftorian the grand Ion of the emperor Firouz Schah, con­
cerning which Firouz Schah we can determine nothing mere than that 
he was of the family of lletmifche.

M ahmoud*
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. M.a h m o o  i> S c h a h , a weak prince, was governed abfolutely by his 
vizir Mellou Cawn, who placed his toother Sarenk in the government 
of the provinces which depended on the city of Multan, and the two bro­
thers between them ruled the whole kingdom, without any other man 
a nominal interposition of their fovereign.

T he Mirza Pir Mohammed Gchanguir had in the year 1392 received 
from his grandfather Tamerlane the fovereignty of all the countries which 
had formed the empire of Mahmoud the Khowarafmian, whom Gengif- 
chan conquered, and who was father o f the brave Gelaleddin. Fir Mo- 
hammed, at the end# the year 1397. or the beginning of the year 1398, 
let out from his capital of Cazna, advanced with a numerous army to 
Multan, and laid fiege to the city, which was well defended by Sarenk.

D u r i n g  the liege T a m e r l a n e  was advancing from Samar- 
cande. He entered India at the end of the year 1398, defending more 
terrible than all its inundations from the center of the northern part ol 
the Indian Caucafus. This invincible barbarian met with no relift ance 
from the Indians fufficient to juftify, even by the military maxims of Tar­
tars, the cruelties with which he marked his. way. He was joined near 
Multan by his grandfen, who had now taken that city, and took in per- 
fon the ftrong fort refs of Batmrj. after which he marched towards. Delhi.
Here fultan Mahmoud, with his vizir, had the courage to hand their 
ground, determined to riik a battle with forces every way inferior to their 
enemies.

T a m t  r l a  n e, when in fight o f their army, ordered a hundred thou- 
fand prifoners, which his, own army had gathered In their rout, to be put 

> to death, becaafe they were idolaters, and bccaufe fame of theie wretches
had betrayed lymptorns of falisfadtiqn at the light o f a lkir.-nifh which 
had been fought with a party ol fultan Mahmoud’s cavany. As thefc 
marks of difafttfeion had railed the appreheniion of a genera! insurrection 
o f the Daves, during the battle which was impending,. Tamerlane tn- 

•  forced
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forced ills order with the greateft rigour, and it was executed with the 
utmoft diligence.

T w o  or three days after this maliacre, Tamerlane gave battle, and 
was, as ever, victorious, Sultan Mahmoud and his vizir fled into Delhi,
and in the night fled out o f it,

D elh i was taken without retiftance, and its inhabitants were fubjeded 
to the fame pillage and cruelties, which we have feen renewed in this 
century by Than?as Kouli Khan in the prefent capital of Indoftan, 
which, although bearing the fame name, is not fitoateJ cxadly op the 
fame tpot its the antient Delhi.

A f t e r  having made the regulations nccefiary to calm the convul- 
fions which his cruelties had railed in the inhabitants of the metropolis of 
indoftan, Tamerlane marched to themorth-eaft towards the Ganges, not 
without refinance maintained in feme places with refolutton, but in all 
without fuccefs. He crofted the Ganges at Toglipoor, and expofing his 
peribn in every fltirmifh that offered with the fpirit of a volunteer, ad­
vanced to the ftraights of Kupsle. ,  |  • ’ '

A t  the foot of the mountains called Kentatti, in the country of Thibet, 
and in that part of them which lies between the thitty-ftft and thirty- 
fecond degree of latitude and between the ninety-eighth‘and the hundredth 
degree of longitude, the Ganges, “formed from feveral fources, pafles fuc- 
ceffively two great lakes, and flows to the weft until the oppofition of a 
r art of the Indian Caucafus turns it to the fouth, and loon after to the 
fouth-eaft, when at length flowing due fouth, and having completed 
in thefe various directions a courfe of two hundred leagues, it enters In­
dia by forcing its paflage through the mountains of the frontier.

T he pals through which the Ganges difetnbogues itfdf into Indoftan 
is called the ftraights of Kupele, which are diftant from Delhi about 30 
leagues, in the longitude of 96, and in the latitude of 30. 2. Thefe *

*. ftraightsO
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ftraights are believed by the Indians, who look very little abroad, to be the 
fburces of the Ganges ; and a rock i$ miles-diftant from them, bearing 

T fome refemblance to the head of a cow, has joined in the fame part of 
the kingdom two very important obie&s of their ref 'ion • the grand 
image of the animal which they almoft venerate as a divini y, and the 
firft appearance of that immcnfe body of holy water which walhes away 
all their fins*

A  g r e a t  multitude of Indians were afleinbled, probably for the ce­
lebration of a feaft, at the ftraights of Kupele. They made fome fhew 
of rehftance againft Tamerlane’s army, but were no iboner attacked than 
difperfed; The held of this victory is the mpft dhlant term of Tamer­
lane’s conquefts in India and on the globe.

H e now prepared to return to his capital of Samareande, and repaired 
the Ganges; after which he dire&ed his march along the foot of mount 
Caucafus, until he arrived at the fouthern frontiers o f KaCbmire, the 
mahomedan king of which country fent ambafladors to make fubmif- 
fion. As this rout was through countries which the army had not 
hitherto paffed, the iword was not yet (heathed, but large detachment-, 
were making excurfions to the fouth, whilft Tamerlane relcryed to him- 
felf the talk of fubduing the mountaineers who made any refiftanee. or 
refufed to acknowledge his fovereignty.

F r om  the frontiers of Kaflumre to the frontiers of Ihdoftan, the army 
paffed through countries which had fubmitted to Tamerlane at his cn 
trance into India; and the march out of India was through the mountains 
of Shebertp, a part of the Caucafus. From hence Tamerlane haftened 
to Samareande. Having repofed a few' months in this capital of his. vaft 
dominions, he fc;t out on the great expedition in which he fubdued Syria 
and the Kalif of Egypt, vanquilhed Bajazet, and by the addition of thefe 
conquefts vo thole he had made-before, rendered himfelf lord of an em­
pire which extended-from Smyrna to the banks of the Ganges.

, " ' - : , . T a .m e r -
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T  a. M £ H t  AM b never returned into India, but added the conquefbhe 
bad made in it to the government of Ids grandfon Pir Mohammed Ge- 
hangytr, who.ruled from G&zna the mahomedao dominion  ̂ of Indoftan 

- ' until the death of his grandfather, which happened in the year
140 .1.. An event in which fo many princes were interefted did: not 
fail to raiie great commotions amongft the princes of his family. On 
his death-bed Tamerlane named Pir Mohammed Gehan Ghir the 
univer-.al heir of all his dominions. The contempt with which his will 
.vm treated after his death, was equal to the veneration which had been 
paid to,his authority during his life. 1  he iultan Khalil, another of his 
qrandfons, immediately took polfeflion of the capital of Samarcahde, and 
proclaimed hitnfelf emperor. Pir Mohammed did not live long enough 
to afT ft his rights, bur was ailaflinated fix months alter the death of his 
grandfather.

T he fultaft Sharock, the youngeft of the two furviving foils of 
Tamerlane, fucceeded to the inheritance defigned for Gehanguir: he 
reigned near 42 years, during, which the conquefts of his father in India 
itemed to have remained in fubje&ion to his authority.

T m b k e  is in Europe an excellent hiftorv of the life of this prince, and 
of his’defendants, continued to die year 1497. There are like wife in 

' England materials fufticieqt to form a aiftory of the dependence in which 
India remained to the pofterity of Tamerlane, until one of them#cre&ed 
the new' dynafty of tpahotnedan emperors in Indoftan, which is that of 
the prefent Great Moguls j but thefe tra&s, hitherto little regarded by 
thofe whofe fortunes alone could furnifh the expence of prefenting them 
to tire public in languages of common ufe, remain out ot the reach.of 
public curiofity by. the difficulties attending the ftudy of thofe in which 
they are written.

A f e w  feraps, detached from one another by confidcrable intervals of 
time, and by iubjeds of little connection with each other, would be of

little I 1
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little ufe to guide us through inch a length of obfcurity as that in which 
we view at prefent the hiftory o f Tamerlane’s iuccefiors in India, until 
the time of Sufratt Babr : and this obfcurity muft remain, until the origi­
nal hiftories brought into England by Mr. Frazer, or others equivalent 
to them, £hall be published.

T he S u l t a S Ba b * was the 6th in defcent, not From Shared v  but 
from the Mirza Miran Schah another of the ions of Tamerlane; this 
Babr, yielding to the conquefts of the Ufbeg Tartars, retired from the 
country of Mawhranhar towards India: after making feveral expeditions 
into Indoftan, heat lad in the vear 1526 defeated Sultan Ibraim Loudi 
and became emperor of Delhi. W ho Sultan Ibrahim Loudi was, will 
in all probability be known, when the commentaries of Sukan Babr, 
written by himfelf, and which are at Oxford, fhall be translated. After 
making ftill farther conquefts in Indoftan, Sukan Babr died near Agra 
in the December of the year 1530.

T he pride of the Great Moguls defeended front Sultan Babr, in 
vaunting in their titles and on all other occafions, their defcent from 
Tamerlane, has given rife to the com mon belief, that the throne o f Delhi, 
and the whole extent of the conquefts made by Tatnerlane, in India, 
were maintained by his pofterity in a regular filiation, and without in­
terruption. But luch a fuccefliou would have given no room for Sultan 
Babr’s conquefts over a ftrangcr, as Sultan Loudi appears to be, and would 
have excluded him from the honor of being the founder of the prefieM 
dynafty of Great Moguls.

H o m a i o n  fucceeded to his father Babr, and in 1-540 fled -nto Per* 
fia before the Pitahs, whom vve imagine to have been the Mahomed an 
fubjefls of Sultan Ibrahim Loudi conquered by Babr, By the aftiftance 
of the king of Persia Homaion recovered his empire in 1555, and died 
in 1556. Before his flight he had conquered .nd added to the Mogul 
dominions tire kingdoms of Guzerat and Malva ■; he had iikewife taken 
pofteflion of the kingdom of Bengal.
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\ v. ,'j \ ft fucceeded his father Homaion, and died, after a reign of near 
50 years, in 1605. .He extended the empire, but not fo far to the 
tbuthward as to prevent him from vouehfafing to fide the king of Portugal 
his, neighbour, in virtue of the territories pofieffed by this nation near 
Goa on the coaft of Malabar.

To Acbar fucceeded his fanJ ehanguir, who died in 1627. A  weak 
prince, enfl&ved by the influence o’ bis tniftrefs Nourjehan, confined in 
his perfon, andconftrained in his government, by the ambition of his fba 
Gehan Schah. Sir Thomas Roe was lent embaflador to Jehanguir by 

king Janies the firft. ... "

Schah G ehan fucceeded to his father jehanguir j am; after a reign 
luccefsful until the change of his fortunes, to which a ficknefs of lan­
guor occafioiied by intemperance in his feraglio gave rife, was depofed 
and confined by his fc i Aurengzebe, and died in 1666.

T ut,re is not a more curious piece of hiftory than that of the rebel­
lion of Aurengzebe againft his father, written by Mr. Bernier. After 
having murdered hit three brothers and fame of their children, to ac­
quire the throne, Aurengzebe maintained himfelf in it near 50 years, 
with fo fti-ift an-attention to the government of his empire, as entitles 
him to be ranked with the ableft princes, who have reigned in any age 
or country. He conquered more than half the provinces of the Periin- 
fula of India in perfon, and his viceroys conquered or fubjefted almoft 
all the reft, the fea coafts of Malabar excepted. The revenues of the 
empire amounted in his time to near thirty-eight millions of pounds fter~ 

ling. He died in. 1707.

B u t  all the abilities of Aurengzebe did not give him the power 
of fecuring his crown to one of his fbns in preference to the re.t, 
and it appe rs by his will that he forefaw the confefts which enfued 
amongft them after his death. His Tons Astern Schah, and Mahomed
Mauzm, fought at the head of armies not equalled .fince the time of 

- Tamer-
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Tamerlane, That of Mahomed Mauzm con lifted of more than three 
hundred1 thoulaadi fighting men, of which one hundred and fifty thoufand 
were Cavalry. Azem, who teems by his father’s will to have been the 
favourite, was defeated and kilted, and Mauzm was proclaimed em­
peror, under the title of Bah adr  Sch ah , after which he attacked 
his brother K aunbuklh, who was taken prifoner and died of his wounds.
Bahadr Sell ah died after reigning about fix years according to Mr.
Frazer.

O f four ions which furvsved their father Behadr Schab, three joined 
againft the other, defeated and killed him, and then J e h a n d e r  Sc h a h  
feparated from the other two, defeated and put them to death; after 
which he was proclaimed emperor; but as he was a very weak prince, 
and infatuated by his miftrefs Lai Koar, who had been a public linger; 
two brothers the principal men of his court dethroned him, and placed 
on the throne M ahomed  F u r rokmr  fon to A z e m  Schah, the prince 
who fell the firft of the three brothers, by whole deaths Jehander Schah 
acquired the crown.

M e know not what term to give to the reign of Jehander Schah the 
predeceffor of Fuirukfir, as Mr. F f tester, who is now" the guide to whom 
we are moil indented for the hiilory of this dynafty, teems to have made 
a mi (lake in the chronology of  this period. Aurengzebe is ’faid to 
have died in February 1707. and Mahomed Furrukfir in February (719, 
which dates give an interval of twelve years. At the fame ti me Bahadr 
Sehao the luccefior o f Aurengzebe is laid to have reigned about fix years,
Mahomed Furrukfir the fucceffor of Jehander Schah to have reigned 
feven : fo that we have .in the reigns o f thefe two princes, without the 
mterpofition of Jehander Schah, more than the term which elapted be­
tween the deaths of Aurengzebe arid Mahomed Fuirukfir, whofe deaths 
are ascertained by dates, Mr. Frazer has not ateertained the term of 
jehander Schahs reign.; but if thole of Behadr Schah and Furrukfir 
could be authentically reduced into the fpace to which they mull be con- 
tmed, it would be fufficient, according to the ideas of Mogul hiftory,

D  2 f) , that
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•that Jehander Schah only once performed the ceremony of fitting in 
public on the throne o f Delhi, to inti tie him to. be ranked in the lift of 
the emperors of Indoiian.

\ji.5'; .Iv.. "Ay.- .'yityy ■ f f ' ' y ’.■■y.c'v.v-.:/!:. •:>,?,’;V.;■. ■" ■', t. ■■ ' -h kl* =V::,•' '-’• r - * ,: V ■.. . '
B y  that dependance to the great men of the kingdom to which their 

con lefts for the crown had reduced the defeeudants of Aurengxebe, the 
emperors elected, although reverenced as defpotie by the multitude* 
afeended the throne it? bonds, and were in reality nothing more than the
Saves of their minifters.

PfTOT ■ I f  -r̂ ;/ ,r.i; P# ' -’M rl ■ ;•-rft,vh & - v I  P fo  $ h  ■ !$■h
St i i i . the blood of Tametlane continued to be held in too great ve­

neration throughout the empire, to permit any others than his defcen- 
duuts to entertain hopes of abending the throne with impunity. Thofe 
who ftood neareft to the throne, in virtue of their offices and power* 
were therefore contented to rule the empke as they pleafed, by (hewing 
tc the people a pompous fovereign, who in reality commanded nothing 
but the women of his foraglio.

FuftjRUCKSiR was the lirft o f the Great Moguls, whofe father had 
not been emperor, and we (hall ioon fee more examples of this oblique 
fbeceftion. The lame lords who had railed, depofedhim as a meafure. 
neceffary. to their own feeurity. Not content with confining him, they 
put out his eyes j but even this degree of imbecillity and w.retchednefo- 
did not appeafe their fears or latisfy their refentments, .They murdered, 
him on the 16th of February 1719, aggravating the deed with every in­
dignity and info It. r ,*.* ' ■ ;} li-V"

T hese depofers o f Fupmicfir placed on flie throne his eoufin germam 
Raffeih al Dirjat Con of Rafreih al Shan, one. of the brothers from, 
v. horn the emperor Jehander Schah won the crown, RafTeih al Dirjat 
was taken out of, the caftle in which - thole of - the royal family who are 
not murdered are fufrered to live. This change of his fortunes was not 
more extraordinary than it was of fhort duration j for the feme difpofers 
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of the throne who bad made -him; emperor, murdered him when he had 
fcarccly reigned three months.

T h e y  then took RafFdh al Dowlet, brother o f Raflfeltl al Dir]at, 
probably out of the fame place of confinement, and placed him on the 
throne. Tire reign of this emperor was of Ihorter duration than that of 
his brother, for he died within a few days after his accei'Tion, and his 
death was not fufpe&ed to be the effect of poifon,

M ah o m ei* Schah was now proclaimed by the two brothers Abdallah.
Khan, and Hoffan Ally Khan, whom we have feeu powerful enough 
to make four and depofe five emperors of Indoftan. If there were no 
interreigns, four of thefe fucceffions happened in the fpace of four months.-

M ahomed  Schah was fan of'Jehan Schah, one of the three brothers 
who perithed in difputing the crown with their brother Jehander Schah.
So that a fen of .each of thefe three unfortunate princes became empe 
tor only to be as unfortunate as his father.

B u t  the greateft humiliation if  not the moft tragical end was re- 
ierved for Mahomed Schah. But the beginning of his reign was not 
without a flroke of vigour in the mode ofeaftem politics; for his-courtiers, 
to pie ale him, affaffinated Hoffan Ally Khan, one of the two brothers 
vvhofe hands had been imbrued in, ib much o f the blood his 
family.

T he other brother Abdullah Caun immediately appeared in amts, 
and oppofed another emperor offals own nomination to Mahomed Schah.
A battle enl'ued, in which Abdullah was taken prifonet. He died three 
months afterwards of his wounds; having, it is laid, received the al- 
fiirancc of his pardon from Mahomed Schah; which, if  true, is an 
example o f clemency very rarely found in the politics of. Afiatic. mo— 
narchs..

‘ T h e ;-
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T in : removal' of two Such dangerous enemies to the throne, placed 
Mahomed Schdh in pnTeflioh of it with a fecurity -unknown to his pre- 
deced'or. fmee the reign of Aurongzebe.j bat this fecurity ferved only to 
render him unworthy of it. Indolent* Jtm&al, an! irrefolute, • he vo­
luntarily gave to favourites' as great a degree os power, as that which the 
mtnifters of the throne had lately penciled in defiance of the will of their 
fovercigns. The fetal mCcnent approached, in which a foreigner was to t 
determine whether he lhouid exterminate the race of Tamerlane, and 
annex the riche0 empire of the universe to. his own. Caundorah the 
vizir and favourite of Mahomed Scfiah quarrelled with Nizam ai Mu- 
luck the vizeroy of the fouthern provinces, who had under his jutil- 
diflion very near a fourth part of the empire, and who without ravel lion 
had rendered hitnielf almofl independant of the emperor. Bred under 
the eve of Aurengzebe, Nizam al Mu luck cenfured openly and in the 
flrongeft terms, the lethargick and pufillanimous adminiftration, as well 
as the profligate and 'diAblate manners of the court j hoping, no doubt, 
to impair the influence of his rival Caundorah. At laft pretending mat 
there could be no remedy to fuch defperate evils, but in a total revolu­
tion of the empire, he advifed Thamas Kouli Khan, who had ufurped 
the throne of Perfia, to come and take oofleflion of that of indoftan; 
and Thamas Kouli Khan followed his advice,

Mr. Frazer has left us an authentic account of this extraordinary 
revolution. An army famifhed by its own numbers, commanded by 
chiefs unanimous in* nothing but tbeir unwillingnefs to fight, and theie 
by an emperor who could not command his fears, fubmitted to 
enemies whom they outnumbered five to one: but thefe enemies had 
been inured to conflicts under the mod defperate foldier cf the age, and 
were rendered invincible by the expectation of plundering "the capital 
o f the richeft empire in the world. A  fkinnifh decided the fate of this 
empire. Mahomed Schah laid his regalia at the feet of Thamas Kouli 
Khan, who took poffeffion of D elh i, plundered it, and madhered a 
hundred thoufand of its inhabitants.

T  HE
i
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T he  conqueror referring to himfelf all the countries lying to the 
wedward of the river Indus and Attock, reflored all the reft to Maho­
med Schah, and reinflated him in the throne with formalities j after 
which he returned to Peris a, carrying with him out of Indoftan a trea- 
fure, which in effeds, fiber, gold and jewels, was valued at more than 
Jevcnty millions of pounds ftci ung. He entered India from Kandahar 
in the beginning of the year 1738, and returned to Kandahar at the 
end of the year 1739. This dreadful incurfion is reckoned to have 
coft Indoftan, besides its treafures, the lofs of' two hundred thoufand 
lives.

T h e cruelties exeresfed in India by Tharms Kouli Khan, were fucb, 
that a dervife had the courage to prefenf a writing to him, conceived in • 
thefe terms; « If thou art a god, ad as a god if thou art a prophet,
“ condud us in the way of falvation ; if thou art a king, render the 
"  PeoPlL‘ H»ppy, and fio not ddlroy them.” T o which the barbarian 
replied,, “  I am no god, to ad as a god; nor a prophet, to fhew the 
* way of falvation •, nor a king, to render the people happy; but I am 

ne whom Gcd lends to the nations which he has determined to vifit 
“  with his w r a t h ■

. S E C T I O N .
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tr-gr^ i i  E northern nations of India, although idolaters, having scarce 
a religion, when compared to the multitude of fuperllitions and 

ceremonies which cbaradterife the inhabitants of the fouthern countries, 
were eafily induced to embrace Mahoroedanifm, and. are at this day 
Affghans or Pitans, who figure fo much in all the late revolutions of 
Delhi, Excepting thefe, few o f the other Indians have been converted

T  h e armies which made the firft conquefts tor the heads of the 
■ refpedtive dynaflies, or for other incurfors, left behind them numbtis or 
Mahomedans, who, feduced by a finer climate and a richer country,

fagot their own,

T h e Mahomedan princes o f India naturally gave a preference to the 
fervice of men of their own religion, who, from whatever country they 
came, were of a more vigorous conftitutionr than the ftouteft of the fub- 
iefted nation: this preference has continually encouraged adventurers- 
from Tartary, Perfia, and Arabia, to feek their fortunes under a go­
vernment, from which they were fure of receiving greater encourage­

ment than they could expedt at home.

F rom  thele origins, time has formed in India, a mighty nation of 
near ten millions of Mahomedans, whom Europeans call Moors: to i 
them, under the authority of the Great Mogul, the greatcfl part of In- 
doflan is now iubjei,: but, although the reigning nation, they are out­
numbered by the Indians ten to one, V H  *

T  h i s inferiority of numbers, has obliged the Mahomedans to leave,
,n all parts of Indoftan, many Indian princes in poffeflion of their re- 
foedlive fijve;-oignties, which they are permitted to govern without mo- j 
legation, on condition that they pay the %ulated tribute, and do not

j ' infringe

h i
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infringe any other part of the treaties by which tuey or their ancdmi. 
t  have acknowledged the fovereignty of the Great Mogul. Ihcie fo iau  

X> princes are called Rajas i e. kings: mhre than one half of the empire 
is at this day fubjeS to thefc Rajas, of which feme are princes of very 

h f ,  fmall territories, and others, ftch as Jaffeing and feflemfemg mentioned 
by Mr. Bernier in the hiflory of Au-.engzebe, as alfo the kings ot 
My fore and Tanjore mentioned in the hiftory of the preient wars ot 
Coromandel, poffefs dominions almoft as large as the Jungs of Pmfiia 
or Portugal. Many of them pretend to great antiquity or ramBy, 
and one, whom the emperor Acbar conquered, boafted his delcent

from Poms.

Besides the Indians who refide in the territories of the Rajas, there 
are every where feen great numbers of them in tkofc parts ot the coun­
try which are immediately fubjeft to the Great Mogul without the mter- 
oofition of an Indian prince to govern them. T %  ate the only culn 
vators of the land, and the only manufacturers of the immenfe quantm.es 
of linnen which are made in the empire ; infcmuch that at a dc.vanes irom 
the capital cities, the great trading towns, the encampments of armies, 
and the high roads, it is rare to fee in the villages or helds a Ma- 
•homedan employed in any thing except levying contributions or acting 
in feme other refped as an officer of the Great Mogul

I n t e l l i g e n t  enquirers affect, that there are no written *sws a.nongft 
the Indians, hut that a few maxims transmitted by tradition fuppiy the 
place of fuel a code in the diicuffion of civil canfcs; and that the an­
cient pradice, correaed on particular occafions by the good fenlc of the 
judge, decides abfolutely in criminal cafes. In all cates derived from t ie 
relations of blood, the Indian is wo; thy to be trafted with the greateh 
confidence ; but in bales o f property, in which this relation does notexift, 
as a cunning fubtil people they are perpetually in disputes-, and for the 
want of a written code the juftiee or injuftice of the decifion spends on 
the integrity or venality of the judge. Hence the parties prefer to lit  mA 
their caufe to the decifton o f arbitrators chofen bv themfdvcs, fatfoei t ran
to that of the officers appointed by the government.

•, - p  TltJJ .•'••• • :
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T he Alcoran is to the Mahomedans at once the fource of their religi­
ous inftitutions, of. their civil law, and-of the adminiftration o f juftice 
in criminal cafes. The two firft of thefe heads have been as copioufljj 
commented as in any religion or government whatsoever,.

T he Mull a in Indoftan fuperintends -the practice and punifhes the 
breach of religious, duties, the Cadi holds courts in which are tried all 
difputesof property, and the Gatwal is the judge and executor of juftice 
in criminal calcs.

< A n accurate ddcription of the functions allotted to the Cadi and the 
Mulla. would require a volume, which we have riot materials to furnifh j 
and if furnifhed, this volume would leave us but imperfedly informed of 
the general adminiftration of juftice in the cafes fugpofed to fall under 
the jurifdidion of thefe officers5 iincc the fovereign or his delegate perpe? 
tually wrefts all kinds of caufes from the common forms of trial, and 
decides them himlelf without, appeal. Some notion of the Catwal is 
given by Mr. Thevenot: the punifhments inaifted by this tribunal, are 
liferent from thofe prefcribed by the Alcoran ; from the precepts of 
which the Catwal likewiie deviate?; in exercifiog the torture, and it con- 
tradi&s them, in being always open to bribery,

W e fee in thofe parts of indoftan which are frequented by the Euro­
pean nations, the ettftoms or laws which regard lands fubjed to contra- 
didions not eafiiy reconcileable. The hufbandman who pofteftes a few 
fields has the power of felling and bequeathing them, at the fame time 
that the diftrid in which thefe fields are included is annually let out by 
die government to a renter, who pays a certain firm of money to the lord 
o f the country,., and receives from the cultivator, a certain part o f his har- 
vefts. The renter fometimes quarrels with the. hufbandman, and dif- 
placefHnm from his pofieftions: clamours as. againfl- the higheft degree 
o f inii dice enfue; tile prince interferes, and generally redreftes the poor 
man, who has fo much need of fupport in fuch a caufe of mifery; and i f  
he fails to give this proof of his inclination to juftice, he is held in exe­
cration, and deemed, capable of any. iniquity,.

z  In.
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In all the countries abfolutely fubje&ed, the Great Mogul ftiles him- 
ielf proprietor of all the lands, and gives portions of them at will as re­
venues for life to his feudatories; but tiill thefe grants take not away from 
the cultivator the right of fale and bequeft. 1 he policy of all toe lu- 
dian governments o f Indoftan, as well as that of the Great Mogul, feesns 
to con fill more it a perpetual attention to prevent any one family from 
obtaining great poflefiians, than in the intention of multiplying opprd- 
fions upon the body of the people * for Rich a fUvery would foon leave 
the monarch little grandeur to boa ft of, and few fubjefts to command.
As all acquifttions of land are luhjeftio the infpeclion o f the government, 
the man who fhould attempt to make himfelf proprietor o f a large eft ate 
m land, would be refufed the certificates neceflary to put him in pofief- 
fion, and would he marked as a vkftim neceflary to be facrificed to the 
policy o f the ftate. From what we fee in the hi (lories o f  this and other 
eaftern countries, the violences committed amongft the great, lead us to 
think that the man o f more humble condition-is fubjeft to ftill greater 
violences j when., 00 the contrary, this humility is the bell o f pro­

tections.

T he Feudatory, by the acceptance o f a certain tide and the penfion 
which accompanies it, acknowledges the Great Mogul his heir. N o 
man, from the Vizir downwards, has any truft of importance repofed 
in him hut on thefe terms, and on his dfeceafe the whole of his property 
that can be found is ©zed for the ufe o f the emperor, who gives back to 
the family what portion he pleafes. T he eftates of all who are not feu­
datories defeend to the natural,heirs.

T hese barriers raifed againft the aggrandizement of particular families 
became abfolutely neceflary in a ftate, nfeceflitated to repole very great 
trulls in certain individuals.

T he whole extent o f Indoftan is not divided into more than twenty- 
four provinces: 'each of thefe include feveral Indian principalities. A  
very large army ready io move at the firft warning was found neceflary to

E 2 coerce

' . ... .J?P ‘ ;; ' •
a  •

. V  . ; . . - ( S t
' . w / y  made by Mahmedan Conqueror.J tit Lndofian. 27 q ] j



' . ( c t
N N ^ T p / 28 A  . D i s s e r t a t i o n  m the MpMijhmnts kJl.,*

coerce the Raja’s ; the lame force divided under feveral diftiuct command­
ers would have been ineffcdtuah Hence it was neceflary to give a large 
trailfc of'Country- to the government of a fmglc officer, or to reliaquith 
the defigh of extending the dominion.

T his officer, now well known in Europe by the title of Nabob, was 
made lubje£t to the controul of others who refided in the province with 
him, and over whom he had no-authority. The fove reign referved to 
himfelf the power of life and death. Civil cattles were referved to the 
Cadi, and the revenues and expenses of the province were lubject to the 
examination of the Duaa, who managed the cuftouts and took pun hi ion 
for the emperor of the eftates of the feudatories who died. 1 he Gieal 
Mogul gave, the government of the ftrongeft holds in the province to go­
vernors who were in nothing fubjecd to the Naoob. He was called to 
court, kept there, or tranflated into another government, whenever the- 
mfniftry thought thefe changes neceflary; and there was a time when §/ 
they were lo frequent, that a new Nabob left Delhi riding contrary to 
the ufual manner with his back turned to the head of his elephant, and 
gave for a re&fon, “  That he was looking out for his iuccefi.br.

T he diudons of the royal family gave the Nabobs of provinces 
diftant from the capital, opportunities of acquiring'a liability in their go­
vernments, and the court was now content to receive a ffipulated fum, in 
lieu of the real revenues of the province, in which the Nabob became little 
lets than abfclute, and had nothing to fear but an army from Delhi, which 
was always coming, and never came. But even before they arrived at 
this date of independence, we find them exerrifmg the cruel caprices 
of defpotifm on wretches too weak, to Wife their complaints to the 
throne. Mandleflow tells a Rory of a Nabob who cut off the beads 
of a fet of dancing girls, that is, of a company of very handfomc wo­
men, becaufe they did not come to his palace on the/nrfi futnmons. In 
Tavernier we fee a nan, who murders his wife, four children, and thir­
teen flaves, and is left unpunished, becaufe he is the perfon on whom 
the Nabob relied for the cure of a diftempef.

1 T he
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" T hj*, relations o f  all the travellers into In d oft an abound with examples 
o f  the vices o f thefe princes. It has been obferved, that all the M a- 
hornedans eftablilhed in India acquire, In the third generation, the in- 

. °̂ ênce alK* pufiHanittuty o f the original inhabitants, and at the fame 
time a cruelty of character to which the Indians are at prefent happily 
ftrangers. Hence we are almoft induced to give aflent to the opinion., 
that the prohibition o f /bedding blood o f  any kind, inculcated by the 
Indian religion, was a political inftkution, wifely calculated to change 

5,110 8ent]er warmers the fanguinary diipofition, which is faid to have 
charade-riled all the inhabitants o f  Indoftan before the religion o f Brama 
was introduced amongft them.

E n d  o f  the D i s s e r t  a . t i o n ,.
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SI N C E  the firft edition of this book in 1764, Air. A lexander  
D o w  has pubirihed a tranfiation of The Hfjlory of the Mahometan 

Conquerors in Intlojlan, .written originally in Perfic by F e r it s h a .
This work of F ek.i t  $h a  is an abridgement o f other hiftorians, and 
extends from the beginning of the reign of Se b e o t e o h n , the 
firft of the Ghaznavide Monarchs who made contjuefta in Indoftati, to 
the end of the reign of the Emperor A crar. j that is, from the year 
977 to 1605 of our iB raj and of the Mahomedan, from 365 to 

1 0 1 4 .
F e r it s h a  gives the origin and regular fucceffion of a ll' he "Kings 

of Ghasna and Emperors of Delhi during this period* the progrefs of 
their conquefts in Indoflan, and. the other principal events of then 
reigns > and thus fu; plies the voids and imperfections of the hifto- 
rical part of our Difjertation on the Ejlabtijhments made by Mahomedan 
Conquerors in Indoftan. We have, neverthelefe, left our diflertation in 
its firft ftate, that the attention of the Header might be directed to the 

- work o f F e r it s h a , which is the moft curious and - valuable piece 
of Oriental hiftory, of .which a tranfiation has hitherto been given to 

.■ Europe. ‘
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T HE Englifh eftablilhments- in the kingdom of 
Indoflan are. divided into three governments, 
independant of each other. Bombay commands 

the fa&pries .on. the wefi.em fide of tfe peninfula, com­
monly called the Malabar coait; together with thole in 
Perfk: the eilablifhmeats and pellefitous on the eaftern 
or Cofon^ndeJ coail: are under the .government of Ma~ 
dials: apd thpfe in Bengal depend on Calcutta. From 
the year 1745 to the conduhon of the late peace, the

• ' F Englilh -'
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Englifh have been continually engaged in war,. in one 
or o>t jr of thefe divisions: and the prefervation of their 
commerce in the Eaft-Indies abfolutely depended on 
the conduit and fucccfs of the wars of Coromandel and 
Bengal. We have therefore thought that a general 
hifiory of their military transitions in Indoftan, during 
this period, would not be unacceptable to the public; - 
more efpecially as there is nc part of the world in 
which the Britifh arms have, of late years, acquired 
more honour.
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T  H  E W  A  R Q  F  C O R O  M A  N  D E L.

f~ y ^ H E  war declared between Great Britain and France in 1744,JL extended its operations to the lettlements of the two nation? in 
India: peace was no fooner retlorcd to them bv the treaty or Aix-la- 
Chapel le, than they took up arms again ft one another, on the coaft ot 
Coromandel, as allies to two Moorifh lords contending for the pof- 
feffton of, the province of Carnatica. The compctttiori between thefe 
lords had its :f!fc in events, which happened fcveral years before the 
Englilh or French took part in it; it therefore becomes neceftary to 
deferibe thofe events ;•' and as the government, policy, and cuftoms 
of the nations of Indoftan differ greatly from thofe of Europe, we fhau 
endeavour, in the coutfe of our narrative, to give as much of theirv.ua- 
ra£fer and manners, as appears neceftary for the intelligence of tne fafts

which we relate, .ill', j  4J 4 ,J,
Moil of the countries which have been conquered by the Great 

Mogul in the peninlula ot India, are comprized under one viceroyaity, 
called from its fic tio n  the Decan, or fouth. From the word Soubah, 
fignifying a province, the viceroy of this vaft territory, is called oou *ah- 
dar, and by Europeans improperly Soubah, Of the countries under his 
jurifdiftion, fome are entirely fobje&ed to the throne of Delhi, and 
governed by Mahocnedans, whom Europeans as improperly call IVfoor.i , 
whilft others remain under the government of their original Indian 
princes or Rajahs, and are jfoffbtfd to follow their ancient modes, on

F  2 condi-


