
>55^^ 54 and paffes known to very few except hind If. The Morattoes u -der 
w—v -w  t &  gUR|c at£r d the province of Chi :atolc» vvhiitt die Rajah thinking 

fuch an inroad impofiible, lay negligently encamped near bis capital 
where falling upon him by furprize, they gained an ealy victory over 
his troops, and the Rajah hurried away to Mafulipatnam, to demand 
aififtance from the French. In the mean time the Morattoes carried 
fire and fword through the province, and more particularly directed 
their ravages againft his patrimonial territory, ^.mongft other de­
predations they burnt the Dutch fadory of Bimlapatnam, in which 
they found leveral chefs of trealure.* but they offered no violence 
to the Englifh fadory of Vizagapatnam. Mr.. Moracin immediately de­
tached all the force he had, about 150 Europeans, and 2500 Se­
poys, to join die Rajah’s army, who now marched again if the enemy ; 
but the Morattoes kept in feparate parties out of his reach, until they 

* had got as much plunder as they could find means to carry away;
which having fent forward with a confiderable efcort, they, in order to 
tecure their booty from purfuit, marched with their main body and 
offered Vizeramrauze battle. The fight was maintained irregular!’ 
for leveral hours, but with courage on both fides; the Morattoes,

• however, at laft gave way before the French artillery: they neverthe- 
lefs remained forne days longer in the neighbourhood, until they 
heard that their convoy was out of reach of danger j when they fud- 
denly decamped, croffed the Godavery at a ford which they had difeo- 
vered, and palling through the province o f Yalore, coafted the northern 
mountains o f Condavir, until they got out o f the French territories, 
who rather than expofe their provinces to a fecond ravage by oppofing 
their retreat, fuftVed them to proceed without interruption through 
feveral difficult paffes where they might eafily have been dropped. In 
the month'of July Mr. Buffy came from Hyderabad to Mafulipatnam, 
from whence he went to the city of Rajamundrum, and fettled the 
government of his hew acquifitigns, in which the French were now 
acknowledged fovertigns, without a rival or competitor; for the Mo- 
rattoes, content with the plunder they had gotten, ibewed no farther 
inclination to affifi JafFer-ally Khan in the recovery of his governments; 
who having no other refource left, flung hinueU 'upon the clemency
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of Salabad-jJng, and went to Aurungabad, where he made his 
fubmiffion.

As foon as the fufpenfion of arms was declared in the Carnatic, Mr.
Watfon, with the fquadron, left thecoaft, in order to avoid the ftormy 
monfoon, and proceeded to Bombay. In the end of December com­
modore Pocock arrived at Madrafs with a reinforcement of two men of 
war, one of 70 and one of 60 guns. By this time Mr. Saunders and 
Mr. Godeheu had adjufted, as far as their powers extended, the terms 
which were to reftore tranquillity to the Carnatic.

They were only impowered to make a conditional treaty, which was 
not to be deemed definitive until It had received the approbation of the 
two companies in Europe, who had referved to therafeives the power 
of annulling or altering the whole or any part of it. This con­
ditional treaty ftipukted as a balls, that the two companies were for­
ever to renounce all Moorifh government and dignity; were never to 
interfere in any differences that might arife between the princes of the 
country; and that all places, excepting fuch as (hould be ftipulated to re­
main in the poffeffion of each company., were to be delivered up to the 
government of Indoftan. The governors then proceeded to give their 
opinion what places each might retain without a riique of engaging them 
in future wars, either with one another, or with the princes of the coun­
try. In the Tanjore country the Snglifh were to polfefs Devi Cotah, 
the French, Karical, with the diftrids they at that time held: on 
the coaft of Coromandel the Englifh were to poffeis Madrafs and Fort 
St. David; the French, Ppndicherry, with diftrids of equal value; 
and if it Ibould appear that the Englifh pofleffions in the kingdom of 
Tanjore and in the Carnatic together, were of more value than the 
French pcffeffions in thofe countries, then the French were to be 
allowed an equivalent for this difference in a fettlemert. to be chofen* 
between the river of Gendecama and Nizampatnam: d iff rids near 
Mafulipatnam1 were to be afeertained of equal value with the ifland of- 
Divi, and of thefe diftrids and the ifland a partition was to be made as 
the two nations could agree in the choice: to the northward of the 
diftrids of Mafulipatnam, in the Rajahmundrum and Chicacole 
countries, each nation were to have, four or five fubordinate fadories,,
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4* or firnple houfes of trade, without territorial revenues, chofert fa as 
' not to interfere with one another. Upon thefe conditions a truce was 

to take place between them and their allies, on the coaft of Coroman­
del, until the anfwers fhould be received from Europe concerning this 
convention. Both nations obliged themfelves, during the truce, not 
to procure any new grant or cdlion from the princes of the country, 
nor to build forts; but they were permitted to repair such fortifica­
tions as were at this time in their poffeffion. Neither were to pro­
ceed to any ceffions, retroceffions, or evacuations until a definitive treaty 
fhould be concluded in Europe, at which time were to be fettled the 
indemnifications which each was to receive for the expences incurred 
by the war.

The truce to which this conditional treaty gave birth, fpecified that if 
either of the European nations committed any ads of hoftiiity, orin- 
croached upon the polTeffions of the other, eommifTaries were to be ap­
pointed to examine and adjuft the difpute; but if  the Indian allies of 
either fide committed violences againft either of the two nations, both 
were to unite in repulfing them ; it was like wife agreed to proceed to an 
exchange of priToners as far as the number taken by the French extend­
ed ; this was only 250, whereas the Englifh had 900.

This convention was in reality nothing more than a ccflation of ho- 
/lilities for eighteen months ; fince there was no positive obligation on 
either of the companies to adopt the opinions of their reprefenta fives 
expi efied in the conditional treaty. In the mean time the French were 
left to enjoy, without inten uption. the revenues of all the territories which Jf’• 
they had acquired during the war. Thefe incomes, according to the ac­
counts publilhed by themfelves, were, fromKarical in the kingdom of 
Tanjore, 96,000 rupees; from the eighty villages in the diflrift of 
Pondicherry, 165,000 ; from Mafulipatnam with its dependandes, from 
the ifland of Divi, Nizampatnatn, Devrecottah, and Condavir, all con­
tiguous territories, 1,441,000; from the four provinces of Yalofe, Muf- 
taphaNagar, Rajahmundrum, and Chicacole, 3,100,000; from lands 
in the Carnatic, to the fouth of the river Paliar, 1,700,000] from the 
illand of Seringham and its dependant'res, which Mabomed-ally had 
given up to the Myforeans when they came to his affiftance, and which
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the Myforeans now gave to the French, 400,000 ; in all 6,842,000’
' rupees, equal to 055,000 pounds flerling. — v— J

The accefiions which the English had made during the war to the 
ufual incomes of their fetriements on the coaft of Coromandel, were no 
more than 800,000 rupees, drawn annually from lands laying to the 
noith of the Paliar, mortgaged by the Nabob to reimburfe the great 
ium of money they had defrayed on his account in military expences.
It was therefore evident that no motive of ambition had induced them 
to cairy on this war : on the contrary, the continuance of it was deem­
ed, and perhaps with reaton, incompatible with the existence of the 
company; otherwife it would be impoffible either to account for or 
excule tiie condud of the directors, by whofe orders the presidency of 
Madrafs was obliged to conclude a truce on fuch precarious and unequal 
ti>.i ms as would enable the French to recommence the war with double 
flicngth if the conditional treaty was not accepted by their ministry 
in Europe, who for this very reafon might be Strongly tempted to re­
ject it. However the Englifh kept one advantage in their power, by 
not releasing 650 prifoners whom they had taken during the war more 
than the 1 rench bad taken from them; and they derived another ad­
vantage of the greateU eonfequence, by the removal of Mr. Dupleix 
from the*government of Pondicherry. He departed on his voyage to 
Europe on the 14th of Od'tober, having firft delivered his accounts 
with the French company to Mr. Godeheu, by which it appeared 
that he had diSburfed on their account near three millions o f rupees 
more than he had received during the ccurfe of the war. A  great 
part of this fum was turnifhed out of his own eflate, and the reft 
from monies which*he borrowed at intereft from the French inhabi­
tants at Pondicherry, upon bonds given in his own name. Mr.
Godeheu referred the difeufhon of thefe accounts to the diredors of 
the company in Prance, who pretending that Mr. Dupleix had made 
ihe!e expences without fufficient .authority, refufed to pay any part of 
the large balance he aSTerted to be due to him: upon which he com­
menced a law-fuit againft the company; but the ministry interfered 
and put a Slop to the proceedings, by the king’s authority, without 
entering into any difcufSon of Mr. Dupleix’s claims, or taking any
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) ^ - ^ 7  54- meafurGS to fatisfy them. However, they gave him letters o f pro- 
tedion to fecure him from being profecuted by any of his creditors. 
So that his fortune was left much lefs. than that which he was pof- 
felTed of before he entered upon the government of Pondicherry in 
1742. His conduit certainly merited a very different requital from 
his nation, which never had a fubjeit fo ddirous and capable o f ex­
tending its reputation and power in the Eaft-Indies: had he been 
fupplied with the forces he deli a d  immediately after the death of 
An war-a-dean Khan, or bad he afterwards been fupported from 
France in the manner ncccflary to carry on the cxtenfive projects he 
had formed, there is no doubt but that he wouid have placed Chunda- 
faheb in the Nabobfhip of the Carnatic, given law to the Soubah of the 
Decan, and perhaps to the throne of Delhi itieif, and have efbblifh- 
ed a fovereignty over many of the mold valuable provinces of the em­
pire; armed with which power he would ©ably have reduced all the 
other European fettlements to fuch reftridlions as he might think pro­
per to impofe: it is even probable that his ambition did not flop here, 
but that he intended to expel all other Europeans out of Indoftan, and 
afterwards from all other parts of the Eaft-Indies, for he was known 
often to fay, that he would reduce the English fettlements of Calcutta 
and JVfadrafs to-their original fete of fifhing towns. When we confider, 
that he formed this plan of conqueft and dominion at a time when all 
other Europeans.entertained the higheft opinion of the ftrength of the 
Mogul government, fuffering tamely the infolence of its mean eft of­
ficers, rather than venture to make refinance againft a power which 
they cbimerically imagined to be capable o f overwhelming them in an. 
inftant, we cannot refrain from acknowledging and -admiring the fagacity 
of his genius, which firft difcovered and defpifed this illufion, But mi­
litary qualifications were wanting in his comp dition to carry effectually 
into execution projects which depended fo much upon the fuccefs of m i­
litary operations j for although Aifficiendy verfed in the theory of war, 
he had not received from nature that firmnefs of mind, which is capable 

. of contemplating inftant and tumultuous danger with the ferenity necef-
fary to command an army; nor were there any officers, at Pondicherry 
o f fufficieat abilities to oppofe fuch as we have leen commanding
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him in this flat ion with equal ill fuecefs fince the beginning of the year 
1752 : the only man of diriinguiffied capacity who ferved under him, 
was Mr. Buffy, and his conduit to this officerfhewed that he knew the 
value of merit, and was capable of employing it to the utmoft advantage 
for although Mr. Buffy had by his expedition to the northward acquir­
ed much reputation, and a great fortune, he beheld his lucceifes 
without the lead envy, and implicitly followed his advice in ah 
affairs of which Mr. Buffy, by his fituation, might be a better judge 
than hi mf el f f rom whence it may be prefumed, that in dead of perfe- 
outing he would have agreed as well with Mr. De la Bourdonnais, if 
that officer had come into India with a cernmiffion dependant on his 
authority; but his pride could not with patience fee an equal purfuing 
fchemes fo different from his own, in a country where he was laying 
the foundation of fo much greatnefs and reputation for himfelf. Here, 
therefore, envy ob feu red his imderftanding, and warped, his mind to in- 
judice: in his private life he is neverthelefs acknowledged to have been 
friendly and generous to fuch as had any merit, without being impla­
cably fevere to thole whole incapacity or millondudk disconcerted his 
fchemes. The murder o f Nazir-jing is the only a a  of atrocious iniquity 
which is imputed to him ; but even in this no proofs have ever appear­
ed that he either inftigated the Pitan Nabobs, or concurred with them 
in planning the alMI nation of that prince. Pie no fooner quitted Pon­
dicherry than the antipathy, which many had conceived againd him 
from the haughtinefs and pride of his demeanor, fubfided * and all his 
countrymen concurred in thinking that his difmiffion from the govern­
ment of Pondicherry was the greated detriment that could have happen­
ed to their intereds in India.

The treaties were publilhed on the 11 th o f January, the day on which 1755. 
the former fufpenfion of arms ended, and two days after Mr. Saunders quit- 
ted the government of Madrafsi and proceeded to England. A t the end 
of January Mr. Wutfon, with his fquadron , arrived from Bombay at fort 
St. David, having made the paffage againft a contrary monfoon, with 
aimoft as much expedition as if they had failed at a favourable feafon of
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^ | | S S ^ s 5' the year. Jo the beginning o f February Mr. Godeheu, having fulfilled ^  
~~L*s-v—J t}ie principal intentions of' his crommiffion, quitted Pondicherry and re­

turned to France, leaving the power of the governor much more limit­
ed than it had been in the time of Mr. Dupleix. The two prefiden- 
cies, now at peace with each other, gave their whole attention to ma­
nage their refpedive territories, revenues, and alliances, to the heft 
advantage, without infringing the truce.

The Myforeans could not be made to underftand that they were no 
longer at liberty to commit boffilities againft the Englifh or the Na­
bob ; and when advifed by the French to return to his own coun'ry, 
the regent fai l that he was under no obligation to regard any treaties that 
he had not made himfeif: that therefore he ffiould never leave Sen Ing­
ham until he had got Triteh a nopoly, which he did not defpair o f ef­
fecting even without their affiftance : finding, however, that the French 
thought themfelves obliged to acquaint the Englifh of any fchemesthat 
he might put in practice for this purpofe, he offered the commanding of­
ficer 300,000 rupees if he would retire with the French troops to Pondi­
cherry, and leave him at liberty to carry on his projects without controul: 
the Englith, however, were under no apprehenfions.of the effe&s o f them, 
and at the requeft of the Nabob a detachment of 500 Europeans and 
2000 Sepoys were ordered to proceed into the countries of Madura and 
Tinevelly, to affift in reducing them to his obedience. Maphuze Khan, 
who arrived at Tritchanopoly in the end of December with joqo horfe, 
was appointed by the Nabob his representative in thofe countries, and 
joined his troops to the Englith detachment; the Nabob himfelf like- 
wife refolved to accompany them fome part o f the way.

This army, commanded by lieutenant Colonel Heron, an officer lately 
arrived from England, fet out in the beginning of February fronjffieir 
cantonments at Warriore pagodas, and halted thirty miles to the foutb 
of Tritchanopoly, at a village called Manapar, where the Polygars of 
this part of the country had previoutly been ordered to fend their agents.' 
to fettle their accounts with the Nabob. The four principal Polygars 
obeyed the fummons; and their agents gave obligations promising to 
pay the tributes that were due; but the Nabob knowing the deceitful 
character of thefe chiefs in general, defined that the army might re­

main.
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main at Manapar until the money was paid, and fent officers to colled 
it- who on their return reported that the Polygar Lacbenaig, after pay- * 'r ~a  
ing a part, refufed to pay the remainder. Upon this it was refolved to 
attack his country, and the army after marching ten miles to the fouffi- 
weft of Manapar, in the high road leading to Dindigul, came in fight 
o f his woods, which lye about two miles to the weft of that road.

The fubjedts of this, as well as of all the other Polygars in tbefe fouth- 
ern parts of the peninfula, are Colleries, a people differing in many re- 
fpeds from the reft of the Indians, and hitherto little known to Europe­
ans} they Tally in the night from their recedes and ftrong-holds to plun­
der the inhabitants of the neighbouring villages of their cattle, winch if  
they cannot bring away alive, they kill with their long fpears: by c n- 
ftant practice in thefe exploits they acquire fo much dexterity and au­
dacity that they will for hire undertake to fteal and bring off a horfe 
even from the center of a camp ; they are fo far from thinking it a 
dilgrace to be accounted thieves, that they value themfelves upon excel­
ling in the profeffion, and relate to ftrangers ftories of defperate and 
fuccefsful thefts accomplifhed by their countrymen, with as much com­
placence as other people commemorate the heroic actions of their an- 
ceftors} and indeed when booty is the objedt, they regard danger and 
death with, indifference, of which the Englifh officers themfelves few a 
very ftriking example, whilft they were belieging the French and Chun- 
dafaheb in Seringham. O f the party of Colleries employed at that time 
by the Englifh to fteal the enemy’s horfes; two brothers were taken up 
and convidted of having ftoien, at different times, all the horfes belong­
ing to major Lawrence and captain Clive } the prifoners did not deny 
the fad } but being told that they were to be hanged, one of them of­
fered to go and bring back the horfes in two days, whilft the other re­
mained in prifon, provided that both fhould be pardoned*. This propofal 
being agreed to, orre of them was releafed} but not appearing in the ftipu- 
lated time, nfuijor Lawrence ordered the other Collery to be brought before 
him and afked him the reafon why his brother had not returned, bidding 
the prifoner prepare for death if the horfes were not produced before 
the next evening : to this the Collery with great compofure replied, that 
he was furprized the Englifh fhould be fo weak as to imagine that ei­

ther
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ther he or his brother ever had any intentions of reftoring fo valuable 
' '■  J a booty, which would make the fortunes of their whole family ; feeing 

they had it in their power to retain it, at no greater ex pence than 
his tingle life, which had often been hazarded for a Jingle meal: 
lie added, that the EngliJli could not blame them for having con­
trived the eJcape of one of the two, when both, if  unavoidable, would 
willingly have died rather than reftore the borfes. The man uttered 
this ridiculous apology with the appearance of fo much indifference 
to the fate that threatened him, that it moved both the laughter 
and companion of the audience j and captain Clive interceding with 
major Lawrence, he was difmiffed, without any puniJhment. Father 
Martin, a jefuit, who re tided ten years in the neighbouring country 
of Morawa, deferibes the Colleries as more barbarous than any lavages 
in any part o f the globe j afferting, that when two of the nation, 
either male or female, have a quarrel will* one another, each is oblig­
ed by an inviolable cuftom to fuller and perform whatfoever tor­
ments or cruelties the other thinks proper to inffidt, either on himfelf 
or any of his family; and that the fury o f revenge operates fo Jlrongly 
amongft them, that a man for a flight affront has been known to mur­
der his wife and all his children, merely to have the atrocious fatisfac- 
tion of compelling his adverfary to commit the like murders in his own 
family j but fortunately for the honour o f human nature, none of the 
Englifh officers have hitherto been able to dlftinguiih any traces of thefe 
diabolical practices, and the Jefuit Hands Angle in his afiertion. The 
whole country polleffed by the Polygar Lachenaig is fortified either by 
nature or art; for it is furrounded by hills laying at 'feme diftance from 
one another, which being craggy and covered with buflies and loofe 
Hones, are impaffible to any excepting the Colleries tbemlelves; and 
from hill to hill are flung up works peculiar to the rude but cunning 
character of thefe people j for they confiff of a thick wall, compofed 
of large ftones laid upon one another, without cement, and flanked at 
proper diftances by round towers made of earth, well rammed down j 
before the wall is a deep and broad ditch, and in front o f the $tch a 
broad hedge of bamboes, fo thickly fet, that it cannot be penetrated 
without the hatchet or fire.
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^he army began early in the morning to attack a part of this bar- *7 5 5 - 

rier: the field pieces were placed upon an eminence from w hence they 
7 commanded the towers that defended the face of attack ; the CoUeries

appointed to guard the towers not being accuftomed to the annoyance of 
cannon (hot, foon abandoned them ; but numbers, neverthelefs, armed 
with matchlocks, and bows and arrows, perfifted in defending the hedge, 
hiding themfelves within it, and firing with excellent aim through the 
fmalleft intervals; whilft others appeared on the hills on each hand, 
leaping and bounding, by the help of their long fpears, from ftone to 
ftone, with the agility of monkeys, and howling and fereaming in hopes 
to terrify the affailants; but as foon as they found themfelves within 
reach of their fire, they gained the fummits again as nimbly as they had 
defeended: returning, however, in the fame manner as foon as the firing 
ceafed. At length, about ten o’clock in the forenoon, the army, after 
having loft feveral men, forced their way through the barrier, when 
Mahomed iflbuf was detached with 500 Sepoys, fome Europeans 
and a field piece, to attack the principal town, diftant about four 
miles from that part o f the barrier through which they had forced their 
way i but before the detachment came within fight of the town, 
they were unexpeaedly ftopped by another circumvallation of the 
feme kind, but ftronger than the firft: here the enemy had afEmblcd 
their whole force, and defended themfelves with much more obftinacy 
than before} infomuch that Mahomed Iflouf, after lofing too Se­
poys and 12 Europeans, was obliged to fend for fuccours from the 
main body ; from whence a party of 100 Europeans was immediately '
detached to his afiilfance } but before they arrived, the enemy having 
expended all their ammunition, abandoned their defences%and difappear- 
ed. The army then proceeded without any interruption to their prin­
cipal town, which they found Hkewife deferted, the e’nemy having re­
tired with their cattle to the hills out of the reach of farther purfuit: 
however, Lachcnaig finding that they (hewed no inclination to quit 
his country, renewed his negociation, and in a few days paid the 
remaining part of his tribute. The Nabob now returned to Tritch- 
anopoly, and the army, together with Maphuze Khan, proceeded to 
Madura, where they arrived in ten days. This city, fince the death of

Allum.
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"'• J7 5̂ . AHum Khan, which happened in April 1 7 5 2 , had remained in the
v-—' po|fe0ion of another partizan in the interert of Chundafaheb’s fa­

mily, who regarding his government as a tranfitory pofieffion, and in­
tent upon nothing but a mailing wealth, had negk-ded to repair the 
fortifications, and kept only a (lender garrifon, very infufficient to de­
fend a place of fuch extent: he, therefore, now retired with his 
garrifon to Coilgoody, a flrong pagoda, fituated about eight miles to 
the eaft, and the army entered Madura without the lea ft oppofition.
Here they received a deputation from the Polygar Morawar, whofe 
country adjoins to the weftcrn diftrids of Madura and Tinevelly.
The Polygar apologized for his condud during the war in fiding with 
Chundafaheb and the Myforeans, defired to be pardoned for that of­
fence, and intreated to be received into alliance with the Englifh, under 
whofe protedion lie promiled to remain faithful to the Nabob. As a 
proof of the fincerity of his intentions, he offered to give the company 
two fettlements on the fea-coaft of his country, oppofite to Ceylon, which, 
as he juftly obferved, would greatly facilitate their future communications 
with Tinevelly, for they had at prefent no other way of approaching 
that city but by a tedious and difficult march of feveral hundred miles; 
whereas reinforcements might come by fea from Madrafs or fort St. David 
in four or five days to the fettlements he intended to give, from which 
the march to Tinevelly was no more than fifty miles. Thefe offers 
colonel Heron deemed fo advantageous, that without conluking the pre- 
fidency, he entered into an alliance with the Polygar, and as a mark o f 
the Englifh friendfhip, gave his deputies three Englifh fags, with per- 
mifiion to hoift them in their country wherever they fhould think 
proper. After this bufinefs was concluded, and the neceffary regulati­
ons made to eftablifh the Nabob’s authority in the city, colonel Heron 
determined to attack the fugitive governor in Coilgoody. The greateft 
part of the Sepoys were fent forward in the evening* under the com­
mand of Mahomed Iffouf, with orders to invert the pagoda clolely until 
tne battalion came up j but by fome miftake they halted at the 
diftance oi two miles from the place, and the governor receiving by his 
Jpies, intelligence of colonel Heron’s intentions, fled in the night, leaving, 
however, the greatert part of his troops to defend it. The next day the 
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battalion fet out from Madura, with two eighteen pounders ; but the 1 7 / y H  
march laying through a rugged road, the carriages of thefe cannon broke ’ ~r~mJ 
down, and there were no fpare carriages to replace them ; fo that when 
the troops appeared before the pagoda, they had none of the common 
preparations neceftfary to attack it, having even forgot to provide icaling lad-  ̂
ders. Colonel Heron, however, thinking it a disgrace to retreat after he hlul 
futnmoned the place, determined to force his way into it by burning 
down the gate with bundles of ft raw; an expedient which probably was 
fuggefted to him by his Indian dotneftics, in whom he placed great confi­
dence ; for we have feen the natives employing this method of attack at 
Atchevaram. The mod refolutc men in the army regarded the attempt 
as rath and impracticable; but colonel Heron, to filence their remonftran- 
ces, fet the example, and carried the fitfl torch himfelf. Excefs of 
courage, however defperately or abfurdly employed, feldom fails to in- 
tcreft thole who are fpe&ators of it, and often obliges them to partici­
pate of the danger even agaiuft the convictions of their reafon: Mahomed 
Iitour, the commander of the Sepoys, who had more than any one.ri­
diculed the madnefs of this attempt, no fooner law colonel Heron ex- 
pofing himfelf in this defperate manner, contrary to all military rules, 
than he followed his example, and accompanied him with another 
torch ; £>ethat the t wo principal officers of the army were now feen act­
ing the part o f volunteers, leading a forlorn hope. Succefs, however, 
contrary to the general expectation, rewarded their endeavours, and in 
lefs than an hour the. gate was burnt -down, when the foldiery rufh- 
ed in, and in their firft fury put levers! of the garrifon to the fword ; 
they were then permitted to plunder, and nothing, as ufual, efcaped 
them ; for finding in the temples of the pagoda a great number of lit­
tle brazen images, worffiipped by the people of the country, and parti­
cularly by the Colteries, they tore them down from their pedeftals, 
hoping to* fell them at leaft-for what the weight of the metal might 
be wurlh. After, this exploit, for which the people of the country 
held them in utter deteftation, the troops returned to Madura ; where 
leaving a garrifon of Europeans and Sepoys for the fecurity of the 
city, the reft: of the army, accompanied by Maphuze Khan, pro­
ceeded to Tineveliy, and arrived there about the middle of March.

D d d  This
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This town k  without defences, and no body appeared to oppofe their 
entrance into i t : the renters of the open country followed the example. ^
of the capital, and acknowledged the Nabob without hefitation j but 
many of the neighbouring Polygars made pretences to evade the pay- 

. ment o f the tribute due from them. The moft confiderable of thefe 
chiefs was Catabomanaig, whole country lies about fifty miles north- 
eaft from TinevelTy $ and it being imagined that the inferior Polygars 
would not hold out long after he fhould have fubmitted, a detachment 
of 200 Europeans, and 500 Sepoys, with two field pieces, w?ere fent to; 
reduce him.

Some days after another detachment, confiding of 100 Europeans, 
and 300 Sepoys, with two field pieces, were fent to attack the fort of 
Nellecotah, fituated forty miles-to the fouth of Tinevelly. Thefe troops 
fet out at midnight, and performed the march in eighteen hours: the 
Polygar, ftartled at the fuddenntfs of their approach, fent out a deputy,, 
who pretended he came to capitulate, and promifed that his mafter 
would pay the money, demanded of him in a few days; but fufpicions* 
being entertained of his veracity, it was determined to detain him as a pledge 
for the execution of what he had promifed, and he was delivered over, 
to the charge of a guard. The troops were fo much fatigued by the ex- 
ceffive march they had juft made, that even the advanced centinels could 
not keep awake, and the deputy perceiving all tire loldiers who were 
appointed to guard him, faft: afleep, made bis efcape out o f the camp,, 
and returned to the fort; from whence the Polygar had fent him only to 
gain time, in order to make the necefiary preparations for his defence..
This being difeovered early in the morning,j§ was determined to form 
the place, of which the defences were nothing more than, a mud wall 
with round towers. The troops had brought no foaling ladders, but the 
outfide of the walk was Hoping, and had many clefts worn into it by 
the rain, fo that the aflault, although hazardous, was neverthelefs prac­
ticable. It was made both by the Europeans and Sepoys with undaunt­
ed courage, in feveral parties at the fame time ; each of which gained 
the parapet without being once repulfed, when t,he garrifon retired to 
the buildings of the fort, where they called out for quarter; but thefol- 
idiers, as ufual in defperate affaults, were fo much exafperated by a fenfe

7 of:
' , „

• G%>\ • , ' ’ -



o f the danger to which they had expofed themfelces, that they put all 1755. 
they met to the fword, not excepting the women and children, fuller- 
ing only fix perfons out of four hundred to efcape alive; forry we are 
to fay, that the troops and officers who bore the greatefi part in this 
ihocking barbarity, were the braved of Englifh men, having mod of 
them ferved under colonel Lawrence on the plains of Tritchanopoly : 
but thofe who contemplate human nature will find many reafons, {up- 
ported by examples, to diffent from the common opinion, that cruelty 
is incompatible with courage.

Meanwhile the Polygar Morawar was fo delight 'd at the fuccefs of 
his negodation with colonel Heron, that as a farther proof of his good 
intentions to the Englifh, he ordered 5000 men, under the command 
o f lm brother, to march and afiift them in reducing the Polygars of 
Tinevelly: but the king o f Tanjore and Tondeman having many years 
been at implacable variance with the Morawar, beheld the marks of 
favour which had been /hewn to him with the uttnofl jealoufy, and 
reprefented their deteftation of them in the {irongefl terms to the 
prefidency of Madrafs, alledging that they themfelves could have no 
reliance on the friend (la ip of the Englifh, if they faw them making 
treaties with their mortal enemies. The ptefidency, unwilling to give 
umbrage, to thefe aliiys, whofe affiftance they might probably foon 
ftand in need of again, direded colonel Heron to break off all farther 
communication with the Morawar: thefe orders, however, did not ar­
rive before the Morawar’s troops were advanced within five miles of Tine- 
velly; when they were abruptly rold, that if they did not immediate- ’ 
ly march back to their own country they would be treated as enemies : 
not, however, imagining that the Englifh would proceed to fuch ex­
tremities, they remained in their camp, and endeavoured to commence 
a negodation j but the orders which colonel Heron had received were 
ib peremptory, that he thought himfelf obliged to march and attack 
them j on this they decamped with fuch precipitation, that they left 
behind them a great part of their baggage, with feme horfes, which 
were plundered by the Sepoys of the advanced guard. ‘

The revenues which had been colle&ed during this expedition, 
did not amount to, the expences of the arm y: part of the tributes
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were embezzled by Maphuze Khan, and part was likewife diminifhed 
W v "“ J by the prefents which colonel Heron, with too much avidity, confented 

to RCCive from thole who had accounts to fettle with the government.
In the mean time Maphuze Khan, in concert with colonel Heron’s in­
terpreter, contrived every means to make the Hate of the province ap­
pear lefs advantageous than it really was • and then made an offer to take 
the farm of the Madura and Tinevelly countries together at the yearly 
rent of 1,500,000 rupees: this piopofal was feconded, as ufual, by the 
offer of a conftderabie prefent, which colonel Heron accepted, and gave 
him the inveftiturfe of the countries.

r W hi Iff theie tranfa&ions paled to the fouthward, the My forea ns re­
mained encamped at Seringham, where the regent had been diligently 
employed in fehemes to get poffeffion of Tritchanopdy: his principal 
reliance for the accomplifhment of this defign, was on a bramin, who 
persuaded him that he had made a ft rang party in the city, and that 
he had /educed many of the garrifon : the man even carried h is impof- 
ture fo far, that he mentioned the time when, as he pretended the 
regent’s party in the city defired he would make the attack. The 
regent, dated with this chimerical hope, could not refrain from re- 
ve.ding a fecret, which gave him fo much fadsfadion, to M de 
Sauflay, the commander of the French troops, who immediately 
fent intelligence to the garrifon: captain Kilpatrick returned him 
thanks for the information s but to fhew the contempt in which he 
held the military c h a r te r  of the Myforeans, he defired de Saufiky 
to acquaint toe regent, that if he would venture to make the attack the 
gates of the city fhould be left open to receive him. Soon after the re­
gent received news from Myfore, informing him, that a large army of 
1 *0ra^0£S> under the command o f Balazarow, who had levied a con­
tribution from his country in the preceding year, was approaching-again 
to the frontiers j and that Salabad-jing, at the head of his army A c­
companied by the French troops under the, command of Mr Buffv 
was likewife advancing to demand the Mogul’s tribute, which had 
never been paid fince the death of Nizam-al-muluck. Alarmed by this 
intelligence, he immediately prepared to return to his own country, and

on
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the 14th of April the great drum, the fignal of decamping, was 175,'. 
beaten, and the whole army eroding the Caved marched away; W~V'W  
leaving the French in pofleffion of the Hland of Seringham, and the 
other territories which the Nabob had made over to him on his arrival, 
and of which he had from that time colk&ed the revenues.

It is difficult to find an example of a prince conducing hirnffilf with 
more weaknefs than the Myiorean in the courfe of this war : the N a­
bob procured his abidance by a promile which he never intended to per­
form ; and indeed, had the Myforean been endowed with c.ommon faga- 
citv, he might have forefeen that the pofleffion of Tritchanopoly, the 
object of all his endeavours, would have been the greateft misfortune 
that could have happened to him, fince it would certainly fooner or 
later have involved him in a war with the Mogul government, which 
probably would have ended in reducing the kingdom of Myfore itlelf, 
like the Carnatic, to be a province of the empire. The Nabob’s breach 
of faith in refilling to deliver up the city to him, only ferved to exaf- 
perate his eagernefs to get pofleffion of it, which rendered him as great 
a dupe to the promifes of Mr. Dupleix, as he had -been to thofe of 
the Nabob; for it is certain, and he at laft difeovered it himfelf, that 
the French never intended to give him Tritchanopoly if they had fuc* 
eeeded iri taking i t : nor was he lefs deluded by his ally Morari-row, 
who after perfuading him to aflift the French againft the Nabob, de- 
ferted him as foon as his treafures began to fail. At length, after having 
wafted three years, abfent from his own country at the head of an ar­
my of 20,000 men, he'w as obliged to return without receiving the 
lead compenfation for the expences he had incurred, or any fecurity for 
the reimburfement of them : for what reliance he might have upon the 
conditional treaty was little better than chimerical, fince many unfbre- 
feen events might render that convention abortive.

The prefidency of Madrafs hearing of Salabad-jing’s approach to the 
weftern confines of the Carnatic, entertained ftjfpidons that he might be 
tempted, notwithftanding the conditional treaty, to enter the province; 
from this apprehenfion they lent orders to colonel Fleron to return im­
mediately with the troops under his command to Tritchanopoly: how­
ever, Maphuze Khan prevailed upon him to remain until he receiv­

ed
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ed a fecond and more peremptory .order, which came loon after; I j JLj

Up0n which he recalled the detachment which had been feat againflt 
the Polygar Catabomanaig, and prepared himfelf to quit Tjneveliy.
The detachment bad been as far to the north-eaft as Shiliaakim- 
pettah, the principal fort of the Polygar, who on their appearance 
.entered into a negotiation, paid Pome money in part of the tribute due 
from him, and gave heftages as fecurity for the red: feme money was 
likewife received from ieveral inferior Polygars, but the whole colledion 
did not exceed 70,000 rupees.: as foon as the troops received the orders 
to return, they lummoned Catabomanaig to redeem his heftages j but 
he knowing that they would not venture to day any longer in his coun­
try, made fame trifling excufes, and without any concern differed them 

- to carry the heftages away with them. On the 2d of May colonel 
Heron quitted Tinevelly, but inftead of proceeding diredlly to Tritcba- 
nopoly, fullered himfeif to be perfuaded by Maphuze Khan to march 
.agaiuft Nellytangaville, a fort fnmted about thirty miles to the weft of 
Tmevdly, belonging to a Polygar who had with much contumacy re- 
lined to acknowledge the Nabob’s authority: on the march he tvas join­
ed by the detachment from the north-eaft. It was the misfortune of 
colonel Heron to place the utmoil confidence in his interpreter, and to 
os conftarrtly betrayed by him; for before the array arrived in fight of 
the fort this man had informed the Polygar that they had no battering 
cannon, and that they would not remain long before the place; the Poly­
gar, therefore, fecure in his fort, which was built of ftone and very (Iron-, 
anlwered the fummons with infolence; upon which.tire field pieces ami 
two cohorns fired fmartly upon the fort for feveral hours; but this an­
noyance producing no effedt, another meffage was fan, offering that the 
army fhould retire, provided he would pay 20,000 rupees. The Polygar 
relying on the information which he had received from the inter­
preter, and encouraged by this relaxation in the terras which were at fir ft 
propoied 10 him, anfwered with great contempt, that fuch a fum could 
not be railed in his whole country, and that he knew the value of money 
too well to pay a fingle rupee. By this time the array were much dif 
treiicd for provifions of all kinds, and the Sepoys ready to mutiny for 
want c-i pay j both which Maphuze Khan had promifed, but had

* negletfted
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neglected to fupply ; it was therefore determined to march away to Ma- *755’* 
dura, where they arrived, accompanied -by Maphuze Khan, on the zed Ul *** 

o f May.
Colonel Heron flayed no longer here than was neceflary to refrefn 

the men and fettle the garrifon, in which he left a thousand Sepoys, 
tinder the command of JemauL&ib, an officer of fome reputation, and 
next in rank to Mahomed lflbuf. The army had now to pafs one of 
the mofl difficult and dangerous defiles in the pcninfula, fituated in a 
country inhabited by Colleries, who had, ever fince the departure o f the 
army from Madura, threatened vengeance for the lofs of their gods at 
Coilgoody, and had already given a ipccimen of their refentment by 
cutting off a party of Sepoys, which the commanding officer o f 
Madura fent out to colled! cattle. A  Collcry difeovered them in 
the night laying faff afleep, without any centinels, and immediately 
went and brought a number of his caff, who, coming upon them 
by furprize, dabbed every one of them. The defile, called the pafs 
of Natam, begins about twenty miles to the north of the city, and 
continues for fix miles through a wood, impenetrable every where elfe, 
to all, excepting the wild beafts and Golleries, to whom it belongs.
The road of the defile is barely fufficient to admit a fingle carriage at 
a time, and a bank running along each fide of it, renders it a hollow 
way : the wood is in molt parts contiguous to the road, and even in 
fuch places where travellers have felled part of it, the eye cannot pe­
netrate farther than twenty yard--,

The army quitted Madura on the 28th of May ; a party was fent 
forward to take poft at a mud fort called Volfynatam, near the entrance 
of the woods, where the reft joined them in the eyening, and the whole 
palled the night here. The next morning at day-break they prepared 
to march through the defile: and it being reported that the Colleries had 
cut down many trees to obftruft the way, a detachment of Europeans, 
pioneers and Sepoys, were fent forward under the command of captain 
Lin, with orders to clear the pafs of thefe incumbrances, and to fcour 
the woods on each fide with their fire; but captain Lin neither finding 
fuch obftrubiions as had been reported, nor even difeovering the lead 
appearance of an enemy,, continued his march,, and halted at the

town
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town of Natam on the farther fide of the wood. Some time after k~̂ iS"■■■•''
— ' the reft pf the army entered the pafs in the following order of march :

iome companies of Sepoys led the van ; thefe were followed by a ferjeant 
and twelve Europeans; and immediately after them came the firfi di­
vifion of artillery, with the tumbrils containing military fibres; then fol­
lowed the battalion led by captain Poiier, after whom marched the 
rear divifion of artillery and tumbrils, which were followed by a fer­
jeant and twelve men, and thefe by feme companies of Sepoys : then 
followed the baggage of the whole army, carried by bullocks and
coolies, with feveral elephants and camels belonging to Maphuze
Khan, and accompanied by ibme Sepoys to proteft them. The 
rear of the whole line was elofed by a guard of 20 Europeans, 40 
Caffres, and 200 Sepoys, with a fix pounder, under the command 
of captain Jofeph Smith : colonel Heron- with a few horfe proceeded 
before the line. Nothing could be blamed in this difpofition, except­
ing that the commanding officer fhonld have been in the center with 
the battalion, or with the rear guard, which ought to have been 
ftronger: but the report from captain Lin's party, who had palled 
without interruption, removed every apprehenfion of danger, and 
relaxed the fplrit of precaution. The whole army had entered the 
defile, and proceeded, wondering they faw nothing of an enemy of 
whom they had heard to much j when, by the careleffnefs of a driver, 
one of the heavkft tumbrils belonging to the rear divifion of artillery was 
ftuck in a flough, out of which the oxen were not able to draw it : 
the officers of artillery, however, imagining that they flicuId foon be 
able to extricate it, fuffered the troops marching before them to go on 
without calling out or fending to bid them halt; and the officer who 
commanded in the rear of the battalion, feeing feveral of the tumbrils fol­
lowing clofe up with him, did not fufpedt what had happened, and kept 
on his way : moft of the Sepoys, who marched behind the rear divifion 
of artillery, were likewife fuff red to pafs the carriage in the flough, and 
proceeded in the rear o f thofe tumbrils which were going on. In the 
mean time the carriage refilled feveral different efforts which were made 
to remove it, and choaking up the road, prevented the other tumbrils 
which followed, as well as the three field pieces which formed the rear 

7 divifion
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divifion of artillery, from moving on, and thefe flopped the whole line ^ 7 5 S.̂  
of the baggage: thus the front divifion and main body of the army were 
feparated from the rear, which by the abfence of thofeSepoys;be­
longing to it, who were fuffered to proceed, was like wife deprived of 
a great part of its force. The CoUeries, although unperceived, kept fp'ics 
near the road, watching every motion, but cunningly refrained from 
making any attack, until the main body had advanced two miles beyond 
the tumbril, which carried the impediment, when numbers of them 
began to appear near the rear guard o f the baggage; but the fire of a 
few platoons foon obliged them to retreat; and as they remained quiet 
for fome time, it was imagined that they would not venture to make 
another attempt: but on a fudden they appeared in much greater 
numbers at the other end of the line, where the tumbril had em- 
barraffed the road, and attacked the rear divifion of artillery : here 

, the whole number of troops did not exceed a hundred men, of 
which only twenty-five were Europeans: this force not being fuffici- 
ent to protect all the carriages, the two officers of the artillery pru­
dently determined to give their whole attention to the prefervation of 
their field pieces, and of the tumbrils, which, carried their powder and 
fhot, Thefe happened to be all together in the rear of fuch carriages as 
were laden with other kinds of military flares; but fortunately feme of 
the wood on the right hand was cut down, and afforded an opening 
which commanded the road in front where the enemy - were affem- 
bled; the officers therefore contrived to gel their field pieces into the 
opening, from whence they fired fmartly •, but the CoUeries neverthelefs 
maintained the attack for fome time with courage, and with a variety 
of -weapons j arrows, matchlocks, rockets, javelins, arid pikes | every one 
accompanying his efforts with horrible ferearo; and bowlings, and an- 
fwering every fhot that was fired upon them with tire fame outcries; but 
finding themfelves much galled, they at length quitted the road, and re­
tired into the thickets on each fide, from whence they renewed the 
fight with equal vigour, and with better luccefs, fince the artillery men 
were obliged to divide their attention to many different parts at once : 
many of the CoUeries now puffied into the road arnongfl the tumbrils 
and carriages, and with their long fpears flabbed the draught bullocks,
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and wounded or drove Back the few Sepoys who remained to guard 
i {.|iem . Up0J1 t]le artjljery they were not able to make any imprdlion j, 

for the gunners, fenfible that the camion were their only refoitrce, fired 
them with''great vivacity and much cffedt j and captain Smith likewifo 
fenfible of the necellky of protecting the artillery at all events, detached, 
although he could ill (pare them, an officer with a company of Sepoys 
from the rear guard to their abidance. At length the confufcd out­
cries of the enemy were on a fudden changed to one voice, and nothing 
was heard on all Tides bat continual repetitions of the wor dfimmy, mean­
ing gods, which expredion they accompanied with violent gesticulations 
and antic poftures, like men frantic with joy ; for fome: of them cutting 
down the tumbrils they had lazed, difcovered in one of them moil of the 
little brazen images-of their divinities which the Eighth had, plundered at 
Coilgoody. It feemed as if they could not have received more delight in, 
refcuing their wives and children from captivity; however, alter their gods- 
were conveyed, out of the reach- of danger, they renewed their attacks, 
and. continued them-, at . different intervals for feveral hours. Mean* 
while no abidance came from the battalion, nor did one of the mef- 
fengers,.fent by captain Smith to inform the commanders in chief of the 
diftreis of the rear, return. It was now four in the afternoon, when 
the enemy, after having deb feed feme time from their attacks upon the. 
artillery, Tallied at once again unexpectedly.- into the road among!! the. 
baggage, coolies, and market people of the army, killing, without dif> 
unction of age or fex, all they. met. From this moment every thing 
was hurried into the utmoft. confufiori every one flung down his bur­
den j. and men, women and children prefling upon one another, fled to, 
the rear gua.d as their only fanduary: captain Smith, unwilling to ag­
gravate the fufferings of the poor wretches by firing upon them, took, 
the refolution of marching back out of the defile into the plain, where he: 
drew up his men in a little field enclofed with a bank, and placing his 
field piece in the center of it, waited for the enemy j who fatisfied 
with tire havock they had committed, did not- venture to attack him, 
but retreated and difappeared as foon as the defertcelefs multitude they 
Were driving before them had got out of the wood. . Some Lafcars and 
Sepoys were now fent forward to clear the road of the incumbrances
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©£ baggage with which it was fcattered; after which the rearguard, di- J 75.£̂  
vided half before and half behind the field piece, and its tumbril, pro­
ceeded, and fortunately meeting with no interruptions from the enemy 
foon joined the rear divifion of artillery, who had been waiting with 
the utmoft anxiety, expecting every moment to be attacked again : 
great therefore was their joy at being thus reinforced. It was now 
dtifk, and no time was, to be loft;, captain -smith therefore immediately 
collected what bullocks had efcaped the enemy’s daughter, deftroyca.

- the carriage which had been the firft caufe of the confufion of the day, 
and drew off all the field pieces with their tumbrils of ammunition, leav­
ing behind the reft of the (lores, with the whole baggage of the army, 
for want of means to carry them away: about two miles farther in 
the pafs he came up with the battalion, whom he found laying 
on their arms, without either the commander in chief, or any one of 
the captains amongft them : for theie five officers had all been (uudemy 
taken ill about noon with the extreme heat of the day; and had pro­
ceeded in their pallankins through the wood, to the poft where the ad­
vanced guard under the command of captain Lin was halting: Irom 
this misfortune, the Subordinate officers, left without orders, had not ven­
tured to ..make any difpofitions to fuccour the rear, notwithilanding they 
knew the danger to which it was expofed. Captain Smith now took 
the command of the battalion, and marched with them through the wood 
to the ftation where the advanced guard and the reft of the officers were 
waiting. Here the army paffed the night, and the next day reached the 
town of Natarn, where they were joined by a detatchment from Tritch- 
inopoly: Maphuze Khan accompanied them no farther; but returned 
to Madura. The army continuing their march without-any interrup­
tion, arrived on the jjth of June in fight of I nfchinopoly, and encamped 
at Warriore pagodas: colonel Heron was foon after recalled to Madrafs, 
where his conduit during this expedition was tried by a court martial, 
by which he was rendered incapable of ferving the company any longer.

The government of Pondicherry faw this expedition into the Couth- 
ern countries with a jealous eye, becaufe they faw the advantages which 
would accrue to the Nabob, if the territories of Madura and Finivelly, 
which had fo long been rent from the power of Arcot, fliould again
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1755. be annexed to 16s government: they remonft'rated, 'not only that the 
W y~’ J expedition Was in itfelf a breach of the truce with Mr, Godeheu, but 

that thefe countries belonged to themielves in virtue of various rights 
derived from Chundafaheb, and the king of My fibre. Their arguments 
were anfwered by pretenfions equally fpecious j and Mr, Deleyrit the 
governor of Pondicherry, naturally a man ol moderation, did not 
think it worth while to interrupt the expedition at the rifque of re­
newing the war fo early after the reflation of hoflilitieSj but on the 
ft'/t occafion a&ed as the Englilh had let the example.

There licth about thirty miles North of Tritchinopoly, and imme­
diately N. W . of the ftralghts of Utafoor, a large trad of woodland 
country, called Terriore, of which the chief is filled RBeddy, a di­
minutive of Rajah or king. This country during the war before 
Tritchinopoly had been overrun by a detachment of the M|fibre 
army, affified by feme o f the French troops, who depofed the Rheddy 
then reigning, and placed one of his cot,fins in his ftead. The 
Myxlbreans, when they retreated from Tritchinopoly to their own coun- 

. try, left the French government the representatives of all their rights 
and pretentions in the Carnatic ; and the new Rheddy having for feme 
lime evaded to pay his tribute, Mr. Deleyrit in the month of June fent 
500 Europeans and 1000 Sepoys, under the command of M . Maifiin, 
to punifh his disobedience. Captain Calliaud, who had lately been 
appointed to the command of Tritchinopoly, prepared to oppofe the 
attempt; but was forbidden by the prcfidency of Madrafs, Who having 
enquired into the titles which the French affected to the vaffalage of 
Teriore, was fatisfied of their validity. Mr. Maifiin after feme oppo- 
frtion took the principal town in the middle of the Woods, depofed the 
Rheddy, and remflated his antecefibr. Encouraged by this fuccefs, and 
more by the forbearance of the Englifh, he marched againft the Polygars 
o f Arielore and Wariore pollam, The woods of thefe chiefs are a&» 
moft contiguous, and both are extensive, That of Arielore begins 
about fifty miles to the N. R, of Tritchinopoly, and ftretches North to 
the river Valaru ; but Warrlore lies farther to the Eafivvard, and extends 
Southward airttoft to the Coleroon. Both Polygkrs had at dif­
ferent times, during the war of Tritchinopoly, paid mon'ey to redeem
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the fkirts of their country from the ravages o f  the Morratoes j but 1755. 
had never made any iubmiffions of fealty either to the French or 
Myfibreans j and at dais time claimed the protection of the Nabob, 
whom they acknowledged as their only Superior, The presidency of 
Madrafs therefore, now, without hesitation, ordered Calliaud to march 
from Tritchinopoly, and moreover threatened to fend a force from 
Madrafs, if Maiffin perfifted. M. Deleyrit deterred, by this vigour, 
ordered him to deiift, and distributed his troops into the uncontefted 
diftri&s, Subject to Pondicherry, nearer the fea coaft.

Mean while, the presidency of Madrafs, recommended to the Nabob 
to come from Tritchinopoly and fettle with his family at Arcob where 
Abdul-wahab had created many diforders in the administration* lavish­
ing away the revenues with a fpirit of diffipation that wouid foon have 
ruined the province, even if it had long enjoyed the bight It degree of 
prosperity. The Nabob acquiefced to this advice, and on the ninth of 
July quitted Tritchinopoly, efcorted by 300 Europeans and 1000 
Sepoys, under the command of captain Polier. It was at firft intended 
that they Should proceed directly acrofs the Cavery and Coieroon in the 
high road to Arcot *, but the rivers were at this time fwelled, and SHit 
more riftjue was apprehended from Maiffift’s party, then lying before 
Arielcre. It was therefore refolved to proceed through, the country of 
Tanjore to Fort St. David, where measures might be taken for the red; of 
the rout according to exigencies. When arrived at the village of Condore, 
the king fent his general Monackjee with a numerous train, to make 
his compliments to the Nabob. This Interview, like moft others be­
tween perfons of fetch rank in Indoftrn, pafled in the ft range ft and 
falfeft proteftations of an inviolable friendship; amongft other profef- 
Slons, Monackjee faid, that his mafter kept 5000 horfe ready to Serve 
the Nabob, if necefiitry, in the Carnatic; and the Nabob, whilft he 
extolled wi<h admiration this cxecllrve mark of the kings love and 
friendship, whifpered to captain Polier that it was all a lie. From 
Condore they proceeded by the neared: road to Fort St. David, where 
admiral Watfon with the fquadron under his command was then 
lying, having returned in the middle o f May fronv the bay o f Trin- 
eonomalee, to which they had repaired in order to avoid the Setting in
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175c. of the Southern monfoon, becaufe it is foraetimes attended by a hurri- 
‘“ ■ "v-—' cane. TheNabob went on board the admirals /hip, the Kent, of fixty- 

four guns, and having never before feen the interior ftnilture and 
arrangement of fuch a machine, could not fupprefs his aftomfhment, 
when conduced into the lower deck. The prefidcncy of Madrafs,, 
feeing no probability of any interruption to his progrefs from Fort St.
David, advifed him to continue his march without delay, but accom­
panied by the fame efcort. On the nineteenth of Auguft he arrived 
within a mile of Arcot, and encamped on the plain, refolving by the 
advice of his dervifes to wait for a lucky day to make his entry into the 
city, which fell out on the twenty-hrft. In the mean time, colonel 
Laurence, Mr. Wal/h, and Mr. Palk, deputed to invite him at Madrafs, 
arrived at his camp, and contributed to increafe the fplendour and repu­
tation of his entry into his capital, from which he had been abfent 
ever fince the death, of Nazirjing. On the thirtieth, he came to Ma­
drafs, where after feveral conferences with the prefidcncy he confented 
to make over to the company tome farther alignments on the revenues 
o f the country, in order to reimburfe the great expences they had in­
curred in the war. This important point being fettled, it was deter­
mined that he flhould proceed with a ftrong detachment to colled the 
revenues that were due to him from fuch chiefs as had hitherto 
withheld them with impunity, more particularly from feveral polygars 
in the Northern parts of the province. It was agreed that half the 
monies which might be cclle&ed, fhould be paid to the company; 
and that a member of the council of Madrafs, fhould accompany *
the Nabob, in order to fee this agreement punctually fulfilled.
The previous meaftrres for the expedition were not fettled before the 
monfoon lit in, after which it was necefiary to wait feme days until 
thefirft violence of the rains had abated ; fo that it was the latter end 
o f O&ober, before the detachment took the field. It confided o f 300 
Europeans and 1500 Sepoys, and was commanded by major 
Kilpatrick. '

It foon appeared that vvhatfoever fubmiftions had been made in the 
provinces of Madura and Tiniveliy, during the expedition of colonel 
Heron, had proceeded intirely from the dread of the Engli/h troops,

whole
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wbofe intreoidity as well as the efficacy of their arms, far exceeded 1755. 

the modes of any warfare which had ever been feen in the ft; coun- w”*"v 

tries; and they were no founer departed than tbs Galleries iWarmed abroad 

again into all the fubjsded di finds that lay expofed to their depredations,, 

whilfl their chiefs confederated to prevent by more effectual means 

the eftabhfhment of Maphuze-khan’s authority* From this time, thefe 

countries became a field of no little conflict, and continued fo for 

feveral years, which renders it neceflary to explain the various interefb 

which produced the prefent confufions, fertile afterwards of mere.

When Ailum Khan ia the beginning of the year 1752 marched 
from Madura to the affifiance of Chundafaheb, then befieging Tritch- 
inopoly, he left the countries of Madura and Tinivelly under the 
management of three Pitan officers, named Mahomed Barkey, Mu~- 
homood Mainach, and Nabey Cawn Cattack; the firfb of thefe was 
generally known by the appellation of Myanah, the fecond of Moodi- 

m iah; but Nabey Cawn Cattach by his own proper name. The:
Nabob Mahomedaily, when afked by the preiidency of Mudrafs for 

proofs to invalidate the pretentions of the government of Pondicherry,, 

produced a writing faid to be figned by thefe three officers, and dated 

the twenty-ninth of November, 1 7 5 2 ;  by which they acknowledged 

his foverSignty over the countries of Madura and Tinivelly; and pro- 

fefied thernfelves his fervants and fubjeds. At this time, Chundafaheb 

indeed had periffied; but the Nabob himfeif was involved in fuch 

difficulties by the- refentment of the Myforeaps, that there does 

not appear any reafoa why the Pitans fhould give fuch a declara­

tion ; unlefs they did it from a conviction of the very little advantage 

which the Nabob could derive from it. It is certain they never after­

wards heeded thefe profeffions of obedience;, but continued to ad 

without cqntroul, ,and aded only for themlelves;.granting immunities, 

remitting tributes, and even felling forts and diftrids for preferns of. 

ready money. This venality coinciding with the ipirit of independance 

and encroachment common- to all the Poly gars, procured-them not only 

wealth, but attachments. In this mode of licentious government, they 

continued agreeing amongfl thernfelves iq the divifion of the fpoii, and* 

ruling w ith much power,, until the expedition of colonel Heron j when.

3, ' Myanah,,
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Myanab, who commanded in the. city o f Madura, abandoned it, and 
took refuge with the neighbouring Polygars of Nattam ; Moodemiah 
and Nabey Cawn.Cattack, retired from Tinivelly to the Polygar of 
Negatangavill, better known by the name o f Pulkaver. All the 
three only waited for the departure of the English troops, to difpute the 
dominion with Maphuze Cawn, when left to bimfelf.

Among ft other alienations, Moodcmiah had fold to the king of 
Travancore, a range of.diftriits extending thirty miles from Calacad to 
Cape Comorin j and lying at the foot of the mountains which feparate 
Travapcore from Tinivelly. The fort of.Calacad with ieveral others 
of lets defence were fold with the diftiids. The kingdom of Travan­
core is the muft Southern divifion of the Malabar coaft, ending on that 
fide, as Tinivelly on the Eaftorn, at Cape Comorin. It was formerly 
o f fmall extent, and paid tribute to Madura j but the prefent king, 
through a variety of fuceeffes, Some of which had been gained again ft 
the Dutch, had added to his dominion, all the country as far as the 
boundaries of Cochin jfo  that it now extended 120 miles along the fea, 
and inland as far as the mountains leave any thing worth conquering.
W  itb the afiiftance of a French officer, named Launoy, the king had dis­
ciplined, in the method o f European infantry, a body of 10,000 Naires; 
tire people of this denomination, are by birth the military tribe of the Ma­
labar coaft, and affertin their own country even prouder pre-crninencies 
than the Rajpoots, who in other parts of India are likewife born with 
the fame diftindion. Befides there Naires, the king maintained 20,000 
other foot, of various arms? but had very few horSe, becaufe the nature 
of his country, as indeed of the whole coaft of Malabar, does not 
admit of the fin-vice of cavalry. The diftrids which the king had 
purchafed of Moodemiah, were maintained by about 2000 of his irre­
gular foot, who having no enemies to oppofe, were fufficiettt for the 
common guards and military attendance, which in Indoftan always fup- 
port the authority of the government in the collection of the revenues.
But thefe troops bn' the arrival of the army with colonel Heron at 
Tinivelly, were So terrified by the reports of their exploits, and especi­
ally by the. fanguinary example in their neighbourhood., at the facking 
of Neilycouh, that they abandoned not only their diftrids, but the fort

of
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of Calacad likewife, which were foon after taken pofTeffion o f by a *7 ^5 ^ 
detachment o f 300 horfe and 500 foot, fent by Maphuze Khan lrom 
Tinivelly. As foon as the Englifh troops retired from before Nelli- 
tangaville, and it was known that they were recalled to Fritchinopcly, 
Moudemiah went to Travancore in order to encourage the king to 
recover the dirtridts which his troops had abandonedj at the lame time, 
the Pulitaver hsfides letting loofe his Coleries to plunder, formed a camp 
ready to move and join the Travancores as foon as they fhould arrive.
Maphuze Khan received intelligence at thefe fchemes and preparations, 
on his return from Natam to Madura, and immediately proceeded to 

Tinivelly.
Befides the rooo Sepoys belonging to the Company which were left 

with him by colonel Heron, he had received 600 more, raifed and fent 
to him by the Nabob; but thefe were in no refpedt equal to the compa­
ny’s, who had been trained in the campaigns of Tritchinopoly; and M a- 
phuz« Khan himfelf, having no military ideas, excepting that o f  levying' 
troops, had augmented the force he brought with him from the Carnatic 
to 2500 horfe, and 4000 foot. Five hundred o f  the horfe, and a thoufand 
o f the foot, were left to defend the city o f Madura and its diftri&s j 
but the company’s Sepoys proceeded with him to Tinivelly. Before he 
arrived there, Moudemiah had returned with to c o  Nairs, and the 
fame number o f other foot, which the king o f Travancore had entrufted 
to his command. T hey were joined by the forces o f the Pulitaver near 
Calacad ; where the troops Rationed by Maphuze Khan in thefe parts, 
aflembled, gave battle, and were routed: three hundred of the N a­
bob’s Sepoys were in the adtion, who, to lighten their flight, threw , 
away their mufkets, which were colledted by the Pulitaver s people, and 
regarded by them as a very valuable-prize* Immediately after this fuc- 
cefs, the enemy inverted the fugitives in the fort of Calacad; but before 
they could reduce it, the troops of Travancore returned home, pretend­
ing they were recalled by the emergency o f fome difturbances in their *
own country; however it is more probable, that they retreated from the 
dread of encountering the army, and, more efpecially, the cavalry of Ma­
phuze Khan, which were approaching. Moudemiah went with them, and 
the Pulitaver retired to his fort and woods, againfl: which Maphuze Khan
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x 755. proceeded, and encamped near thefuit, which he could not take; but in 
Vrv— • tj,,p (kuation repreffeu the incurfion of the Pulitaver’s Colleries into the 

djftricts of Tinivdly, and content with this advantage, gave out with 
oftentation, that he had fettled the country. Thefe vaunts were foon don- 
tradidted. In the month of September, Moudemiah returned from T ri- 
vanedre, with a larger body of troops, and again defeated thole of Ca-i4«
Cad, who in this battle fufiered more than in toe fotmer; for 200 of 
their horfe and ^00 Sepoys were made pnloners , and, what aggm.jtod 
the lofs, it was the time of harveft, when the rents are collected, cl 

' which the Travancores to»k pofTeflion, and maintained their ground.
Maphuze Khan, neverthelefs, continued before the Pulitaver’s place; 
whole troops in the month of November, cut off a detacument of two 
companies of Sepoys which had been lent to effort provifions> they 
were of thole belonging to the company, and the commander? of bout 
were killed. No other military events of any confequence happened 

in thefe parts during the red oi the year,
The reduction and maintenance of Madura and Tinivelly, were not 

the only interefls in the Southern countries, which perplexed, and oc­
cupied the attention of the Eng!ilia presidency. In the month of June, 
they were futprifed by a quarrel between their own allies the king 
of Tanjore and the Poly gar Tondiman, which had proceeded to hof- 
tilities, before any fufpscions were entertained of the aoimoiity. It 
was obvious that this quarrel, if not timely reconciled, would pro­
duce the defection of one or other of them to the Nabob s enemies. I he 
presidency therefore, immediately ordered them, in peremptory terms, 
to ccafe all military operations j proffering, however, their mediations 
and ordered Captain Calliaud to enquire into the cauks of the di finite; 
who after two journeys to Tanjore, and feveral conferences with the 
king, with Monacjee, and with Tondiman’s brother, could only colled 
the following obfenre account of it; fo averfe were all parties to tell the 
truth. In the year i y 49» ^  king lent Monacj^® *0 attack Arandangy, 
a fort of Ifrength and note, belonging to the lelier.Moravar, Monacjee 
finding his own force infufficient, afked .alhdance of Tondiman, who 
fli pula ted in return, the ceffion of Kelly-nelly-cotah and its diftridts, 
valued at 100,000 a year. Arandanghi was reduced, Tondiman took

poffefilon
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poffefficri of the dlftrifis, and preffcd Monacjee for the patents of ceffion J 755 t 
under the king’s feal■ but the king difa vowed the ad of his general; on w  
which Monacjee purloined the ufe of the feal, and delivered the patents 
thus apparently authenticated, according to his promife. Towards the 
end of j 749, Tanjore, as we have feen, was invaded by Murzafajing and 
Chundafaheb: the fubfequent wars fufpended the difpute between the 
king and the Polygar, whilft the common danger contimtedi but that 
pafied, the broil was at this time renewed with inveteracy. Monacjee, 
having when difgraced in 1753 taker refuge with Tondiman, Hill bore 
him good will 3 working on which, and the king’s timidity, captain Cal- 
liaud Hopped the boflilities which were begun, and prevented the renew­
al of them until the end of September; when the king grown impatient, 
peremptorily ordered Monacjee to inarch : at the fame time, Tondiman 
could not be induced,to make arty Hep towards an accommodation, but 
faid he iliould defend himfelf. On this, Cal liaud made preparations at 
Tritchinopoly, as if he intended to take the field againft both, which 
Hopped the progrefs of the Tanjorines for feme days more, when they 
moved again j but Monacjee having, by the king’s order, demanded 
affiflance from the little Moravar, contrived to make him withhold his 
troops; by which, with the pretences o f want of money, and the fear of 
Calliaud, he protrafteu his inactivity until the end of December, and 
then returned to Tanjore, without having done Tondiman any harm.

In the Carnatic, no events tending to hoHilities between the govern­
ments of Madrafs and Pondicherry happened during the reff o f the year 
after the French treops retreated from before Arielore; but a tedious and 
intricate controverfy was maintained between them concerning feme 

. diHrifts in the neighbourhood of Carangoly and Outramalore, which
the French had taken poffeilion of, without any right they , could 
prove. The difpute, however, after fome fharp altercations, was fettled 
by an agreement to divide the contefied diHri&s equally between the 
two nations.

The French commiffary, Mr. Godeheu, had continued Mr. Bully 
in the management of affairs in the Northern parts of thb Decan, with 
the fame authorities as had been given to him by Mr. Dupleix : Mr.
Buffy remained in the ceded provinces from his arrival at Mafulipatnam
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in July 1754, to the end o f that year, continually employed in fettling 
^ ” the government, and often either marching in perfon, or fending detach­

ments to colled: the revenues from the Polygars ,or chiefs o f the wood­
land countries, who, trufting to their wilds and faftneffes, never pay but 
at the point o f  the fword. In the beginning o f the year 1755, he returned 
to Hyderabad, where fee found Salabadjing ready to proceed with all 
his forces againft the kingdom of M y fore, in order to coiled  a long 
arrear o f tribute, which, he pretended, was owing from this country to 
the M ogul government. T h e  French company was by treaty in 
alliance with the regent o f Myfore, who well deferved their Cervices, 
in return for the expences he had incurred in affixing them during the 
war o f Trichinopoly. On the other hand, the French troops with M r.
Buffy were obliged to adift Salabadjing againft any powers whom he 
might think proper; to treat as enemies; for it was on this condition, 
without any exception o f the Myforeans, that he had given the North­
ern maritime provinces to tire French company. In this perplexity,
Mr. Bully refolvcd to diftrefs tire Myforeans as little as poffibls by mili­
tary operations, and to ufe his beidendeavours to reconcile their differences 
with the Soufrah. But when the Soubah’s army entered their country,
Mr. Buffy, contrary to his inclination, was obliged to co-operate in the 
reduction o f feveral forts; though he all the while correfponded with 
the regent, proposing terms o f accomodation, and exhorting him to 
accept them. T h e  regent, however, fufpeding that any manifeftation. 
o f  eagernefs to make peace, would only fubjed him to more imperious 
conditions, Ihut himfelf up with the bed o f  his forces, and feemed 
determined to fuftain a fiege in his capital of Seringapatnam. But an 
unexpected event o f  which M r. Buffy took advantage, tom made him 
change his refolutiofi; for BaJagerow, at this very time, was advancing 
from Pont with a great army o f  Morattoes, in order to levy contributions 
in the country o f  M yfore; and the regent judging it better to pay one, 
than fight two enemies, followed Mr. Buffy's advice, andinvited Salabad­
jing to come and encamp his whole army under the walls o f Seringapat­
nam ; acknowledging his authority, and confenting to pay on account o f  
the arrears due to the Mogul government, five miiliops and two hundred 
thoofand rupeces. At the fame time, M r, Buffy negotiated with Ba-

lagerow,
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Iagerow> to diffuade him from ravaging the Mvforc country; who fir,ding 1755.  
he could not profecute his intentions without incurring the hoftilities ' v 
o f Saiabadjing, and perhaps gratified by a part o f the contributions 
levied, returned quietly to Poni. Salabadjing quitted Seringapatnam 
in April, and in his return to Hydrabad exa&ed the fttjbmiffions and 
levied the tributes due from feveral Polygars of Tiziapoor. The army 
arrived at Hydrabad in the beginning o f July, and were not employed 
in any other military operations during the remainder o f the year.

T h e Englifti fquadron found no enemies to encounter, nor any other 
occafton of adive fcrvice on the coaft o f Coromandel fince their return 
from Bombay in the month of January j but it may be fuppofed that 
their appearance awed the government o f Pondicherry, and contributed 
not a little to produce that moderation which prevailed in the French 
councils after the conclufion of the conditional treaty. T h ey came from 
Fort St. David to Madrafs in the end of July, and departed from 
thence on the tenth of October, in order to avoid the Northern monfoon.
On the tenth o f November, they arrived at Bombay, where they found 
feveral of the company’s Blips lately arrived from. England, with a 
confiderable number o f troops, fent with an intention to be employed 
on a fpecial expedition projeded in London.

T he Eaft-India company, wbtlft uncertain of the event of the nego- 1756 
ciation in India, received advices o f the acquifitions which Mr. Bully 
had obtained from Salabad-jing j and concluding very juftly that nego­
tiations alone would not induce the French to quit fuch great advan­
tages, they determined to ftrike at their power In the northern parts o f 
the Decan by more exTedual means. Aurangabad, the capital o f this di- 
vifion of the Mogul empire, lies no more than one hundred and fifty 
miles weft of Bombay, and the country o f  the Morattoes’between both: a 
friendly intcrcourfe had for fome time been kept up by the prefidency ol 
Bombay with the Saha Rajah j and from the frequent hoflilities which 
had been carried on by his general Balagerow againft Salabad-jing, it 
was imagined that the Morattoes might be rendered very inftrumental 
in removing the French troops from the fervice of this prince: it was 
therefore determined to affift Balagerow with a force of Europeans the 
firft time he fhould march againft Salabad-jing, v.ho it was hoped would

5 bc
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756. be fo much alarmed by tins meafure as to confent to difmifs the French 
v J troops from his fervice, on condition that the Englifh retired from the 

banners of the Morattoes: and if  he perfifted in his attachment to the 
French, it was determined to weary him into a compliance by vigorous 
hoftilities, in conjunction with the Morattoes.

This enterpnze required a commander of much experience in the mi­
litary and political fyftems of the country; and captain Clive, who was 
at this time preparing to return to India, offered to Condud i t : the com­
pany had rewarded thefervices which this officer had already rendered, by 
appointing him governor of Fort St. David, and by obtaining for him a 
commiffion of lieutenant colonel in the king’s fervice; but from that de- 
pendance on the min;dry to which their affairs will always be fubjed, 
whilft engaged in military operations, the court of diredors, in compli­
ance with very powerful recommendations, appointed lieutenant colonel 
Scot to command the expedition. This officer went to India in the 
preceding year, in the pod of engineer-general of ail their fettlements, 
but died bon after his arrival at Madrafs. The company, however, 
for fear that this or any other accident might prevent him from under­
taking the expedition, defired colonel Clive to proceed to Bombay be­
fore he went to the coafl: o f Coromandel, that if neceffary ho might be 
ready to (apply colonel Scot’s place. The troops lent from England for 
this fervice were three companies of the king’s artillery, each of 100 men, 
aud 300 recruits 5 who arrived at Bombay in the end of Odober; where 
colonel Clive finding that colonel Scot was dead, propofed to the presi­
dency to undertake the plan recommended to them; but they, poffeffed 
by too much caution, imagined that it could not be carried into execu­
tion without infringing the convention made by Meffrs. Saunders 
and Godeheu : this judgment, however, had no foundation either in 
the truce or in the conditional treaty, in which all mention, both o f Sa- 
labad-jing and of the french troops in his fervice, feemed to have been 
iludioufly avoided. The court of diredors had explained their whole 
plan to the prefidency of Madrafs ; but the ffiip which had the letters 
on board was unfortunately wrecked on a rock laying eight hun­
dred miles to the eaft o f the Cape of Good Hope,’ within fight of 
ihe continent of Africa ; and the prefidency of Bombay not providing

' - fore



for fuch an accident, but fearful that the letters they might write on 1 7 5 ^  
this fubjed would be intercepted by the French, contented themfelves 
with only lending to Madrais advices of the arrival of colonel Clive 
with the troops, without explaining their do Hi nation$ however, Header 
as this information was, it ferved to faggelf to tome members of the coun­
cil the whole extent of the company’s i mentions; in confequcnce of which 
they formed a plan for the conduct of it, which they recommended in 
the dronged terms to the prefidency of Bombay j but before thefe let­
ters arrived, that prefidency had taken the rdblution of employing all 
their force, in conjmrdion with Mr. Watfon’s fquadron, againd another 
enemy, who had long been formidable to the Englifh commerce on that 

fide of India.
The Malabar coad, from cape Comorin to Surat, is interfeded by a 

great number of rivers, which difernbogue into the fea; it appears that 
from the earlieft antiquity the inhabitants have had a  drong propen- 
fity to piracy, and at this day all the different principalities on the coad 
employ veffels to cruize upon thofe of all other nations which they can 
overpower. The Mogul empire, when it firflfextended its dominion to 
the fea in the northern parts of this coad, appointed an admiral 
called the Sidee, with a fleet to protect the veffels of their Maho­
metan fobje&s trading to the gulphs of Arabia and Peril a, from the 
Malabar pirates, as welt as from the Portuguese. The Morattoes 
were at that time in puffeflion of feverai, forts between Goa and 
Bombay, and boding themfelves interrupted m their pi acies by the M o­
gul’s admiral, they made war againd him by fea and land. In this -war 
one Conagee Angria railed lumfeh from a private map to becommander 
in chief of the Morratoe fleet, and was entruded with the government 
o f Severndroog, one of their dronged forts, built upon a fmall rocky 
ifland which lies about eight miles to the north of Dabul, and within 
cannon (hot‘of the continent : here Conagee revolted againd the Saha 
Rajah, or king of the Morattoes, and having fedoced part of the fleet 
to follow his fortune, he with them took and dedroyed the red. The 
Saha Rajah endeavoured to reduce him to obedience by building three 
forts upon the main land, within point blank fhot of Severndroog ; but 
Conagee took thefe forts like wife, and in a few years got poffeffion of
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" '  1756. all the fea coaft, from Tamanah to Bancoote, extending 120 miles, t o
1 gether with the inland country as far back as the mountains, which in

fome places are thirty, in others twenty miles from the fea. His fuc- 
beffors, who have all borne the name of Angria, ftrengthened themfelves 
continually, infomuch that the Morattoes having no hopes o f reducing 
them, agreed to a peace on condition that Angria fhouid acknowledge 
the fovereignty of the Saha Rajah, by paying him a fmall annual tri­

bute ; but they neverthelefs retained a ftrong animollty againft him, 
and determined to avail themfelves of any favourable opportunity to 
recover the territories he had wrefted from them.

In the mean time the piracies which Angria exercifed upon Chips of 
all nations indifferently, who did not purchafe his pafies, rendered him 
every day more and more powerful. The land and fea breezes on this 
coaft, as well as on that of Coromandel, blow alternately in the twenty- 
four hours, and divide the day ; fo that veffels failing along the coaft 
are obliged to keep in fight of land, fince the land-winds do not reach 
more than forty miles out to fea ; there was not a creek, bay, harbour, 
or mouth of a river along the coaft of his dominions, in' which he 
had not erected fortifications and marine receptacles, to ferve both as a 
ftation of discovery, and as a place of refuge to his veffels j hence it 
was as difficult to avoid the encounter of them, as to take them. His 
fleet confifted of grabs and gailivats, veffels peculiar to the M alabo 
coaft. The grabs have rarely more than two mails, although fome have 
three; thofe of three are about 300 tons burthen; but the others are 
not'more than 150: they are built to draw very little water, being 
very broad in proportion to their length, narrowing however from the 
middle to the end, where ir.ftead of bows they have a prow, projecting 
like that of a Mediterranean galley, and covered with a ftrong deck 
level with the main deck of the veflfel, from which, however, it is fepa- 
rated by a balk head which terminates the forecaftle: as this conftrufiion 
fubjefts the grab to pitch violently when failing againft a head fea, the 
deck of the prow is not enclofed with Tides as the reft of the vefffcl is, 
but remains bare, that the water which daffies upon it may pafs off 
without interruption: on the main deck under the forecaftle are mount­
ed two pieces of cannon of nine or twelve pounders, which point for­

wards
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wards through the port holes cut in the bulk head, and hre over the  ̂
prow'} the cannon of the broadfide are from fix to nine pounders. The 
gailivats are large row-boats built like the grab, but of fmal.tr dimen­
sions, the largeft rarely exceeding 70 tons: they have two marts, ot 
which the mizen is very (light ; the main mart: bears only one (ail, 
which is triangular and very large, the peak of it when hoifted being 
much higher than the mart itfelf. In general the gailivats are covered 
with a fpar deck, made for lightnefs.of bumboes fplit, and thefe only 
carry petterarocs fixed on fwivels in the gunnel of the veilei; but 
thofe of the largeft fize have a fixed deck on which they mount fix or 
eight pieces of cannon, from two to four pounders: they have forty or 
fifty ftout oars, and may be rowed four miles an hour.

Eight or ten grabs, and forty or fifty gailivats, crowded with men, 
generally compofed Angria’s principal fleet deftined to attack (hips of 
force or burthen. The veffel no (boner came in fight of the port or 
bay where the fleet was lying, than they flipped their cables and put 
out to fea; if  the wind blew, their conftruction enabled them to fail al- 
moft as faft as the wind ; and if it was calm, the gailivats rowing towed 
the grabs: when within cannon £hot of the chace they generally affern - 
bled in her ftern, and the grabs attacked her at a diftance with their 
prow guns, firing ftrft only at the mails, and taking aim when the 
three marts of the vert’d  juft opened all together to their view; by which 
means the (hot would probably ftrike one or other of the three. As 
foon as the chace was difirnafted, they came nearer and battered her on 
all fides until fhe ftruck; and if the defence was obftinate, they fent a 
number of gailivats with two or three hundred men in each, who-board' 
ed fword in hand from all quarters in the fame inftant.

It was now fifty years that this piratical flat* had rendered itfelf 
formidable to the trading fhips of all the European nations in India, and 
the Englifli Eaft-India company had kept up a marine force at the an­
nual expence of fifty thoufand pounds to protedt their own fbips, as well 
us thofe belonging to the merchants eftabiilhed in their colonies ; for as 
no veffel could with prudence venture fingly to pafs by Angria’s domini­
ons, the trade was convoyed at particular times up and down the fea 
•coafts by the company’s armed veffels. But as this force coiififted only of
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'■ ^'^^1756. four grabs, two-of which’, however, mounted twenty guns, and fix gal- 
V v"mm* livats, if. was deemed capable of nothing more.than to protect the trade j. 

and indeed it fcareely ever did any mifchief to the enemy, who failing 
much better than the Bombay fleet, never fought them longer than they; 
thought proper: in the mean time, Angria feldom failed to take fuch, 
fhips as ventured to fail without company along his coaft. About twen­
ty-eight* years ago they took the Darby, a ftup belonging to the com­
pany, richly laden from England, and more lately a three mail: grab of 
the Bombay fleet: they like wife took a forty gun £hip belonging to 
the French■ company j and in February,. 1754, they overpowered three 
Dutch mips, of 50, 36, and 18, gum, which were failing together,, 
burning the two largeft, and taking the other. In x 722, commodore 
Matthews with a fquadroh of- three flbips of the line, in conjunction., 
with a Portuguese army from Goa, attacked one of their forts called,
Cpilabby, but by the cowardice of the Portuguese the attempt proved1 
unfuccefsfull: and two years-after shat expedition, the Dutch with., 
equal ill fucccfs attacked C heria with feven ffips, two bomb veffels, and; 
a. body of land forces. From this time his forts were deemed impreg­
nable, as bis fleet was with reafon efteemed formidable. Elated by his 
conftant good fortune, the pirate threw off his allegiance to the Morat- 
toes: it is laid that he cut off the nofes of their ambaffadors who came to 
demand the tribute he had agreed to pay to the Saha Rajah. T h e M o - 
rattoes who were in poftcfiion of the main land oppofite to Bombay, had 
ieveral, times made propofals to the Englifh government in the ifland, to 
attack this common enemy with their united forces, but it was not before 
the beginning os the preient year that both parties happened to be ready 
at the fame time to undertake fuch an expedition. The prefideney then 
made a treaty with Ramajee Punt* the Saha Rajah Is general, in thefs 
parts, and agreed to affifl the Morattoes with their marine force in re— 
ducingSeverndrcog, Bancoote, oqdTome others of Angria's forts, which, 
lie near to Choule, a harbour and fortified city belonging to the Mo­
rattoes. Accordingly commodore James, the commander in chief of 
the company s rpraine force in India, failed on tire sad of March in 
the Protedfor of 44 guns, with a ketch of 16 guns, and two bomb 
veiicls; but,fuch was the exaggerated opinion of Angria's ffrong holds,
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that the prefidency inftruaed him not to expofe the company’s rebels J 7 5 ^  
to any rifque by attacking them, but only to blockade the harbours 
whilft the Morattoe army carried on their operations by land. Three 
days after the Morattoe fleet, confining of feven grabs and fixty gkllivats, 
came out of Choule, having on board xo,coo land forces, and the fleets 
united proceeded to Comara-bay, where they anchored in order to permit 
the Morattoes to get their meal on fhore, fince they are prohibited by 
their religion from eating or waflung at fea. Departing from hence they 
anchored again about fifteen miles to the north of Severed roog, when 
Ramajee Punt with the troops difcmbarked in order to proceed the reft 
o f  the way by land; commodore James now receiving intelligence 
that the enemy’s fleet lay at anchor in the harbour of Severndroog, 
reprefented to the admiral o f the Morattoe fleet, that by proceeding 
immediately thither they might come upon them in the night, and, 
fo effectually blockade them in the harbour that lew or none 
would be able to efcapc. The Morattoe fesmed highly to approve 
the propofal, but had not authority enough over his. officers to make 
any o f them ftir before the morning, when the enemy d:fcovering 
them under fail, immediately flipped their cables and put to fea, The 
commodore, then flung out the fignal for a general chafe; but as little 
regard was paid to this as to ois former intention j for although the 
veffels of the Morattoes had hitherto failed better than the English, fuch 
was their terror of Angria’s fleet, that they all kept behind, and fettered 
the Protestor to proceed alone aim oft out of their fight. T h e enemy 
on the other hand exerted themfelves with uncommon induftry, flinging 
overboard all their lumber to lighten their veffels, not only crowding all 
the fails they could bend, but alfo hanging up their garments, and even 
their turbands, to catch every bream of air, 1  lie Protestor, however,
came within gun-fhot o f fome of the fterumoft, but the evening ap­
proaching, commodore James gave over the chace, and returned to S o  
verndroog, which he had palled feveral miles. Here he found da~ 
majee Punt with the army befieging, as they fiid, the three Forts on the 
main land; but they were firing only from one gun, a four pounder, 
at the diftance of two,miles, and even at this diftance the troops did 
nor think themfelves fafe without digging pits, in which they flielter-
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^ 5 ^ 1 7 5 6 :. ed thcmfclVes covered up to the chin from the enemy's fire. The com- 
modore judging from thefe operations, that they would never take the 
forts, determined to exceed the inftru&ions which he had received from 
the presidency, rather than expofe the EngliSh arms to the difgrace they 
would fuffy, if an expedition in which th,ey were believed by Angria. 
to have taken fq great a Share, Should mifearry. The next day, the 
2d of April, he began to cannonade and bombard the fort of Severn- 
droog, Situated on the bland; but finding that the walls on the weft- 
etn fide which he attacked, were mofily cut out of the Solid rock, he 
changed his Station to the north-eaft, between the iCkind and the main; 
where whilst one of his Broadsides plied the north-eaft baftions of this . 
fort, the other fired upon fort Goa, the largeft of thofe upon the main 
land. The baftions of Severndroog, however, were fo high, that the 
Protestor could, only point her upper tier at them ; but being anchored' 
within a hundred yards, tine mufketry in the round tops drove the enemy 
from their guns, and by noon the parapet o f the north-eaft baftion was 
in ruins j when a Shell from one of the bomb veftels fet fire to a thatched 
houfe, which the garrifon, dreading the Prote&or’s mu ike try, were afraid 
to extinguish: the blaze fpreading fiercely at this dry feafon of the 
year, all the buildings of the fort were loon in flames, and amongft 
them a magazine of powder blew up. Oh this difaftfcr the inhabitants, 
men, women and children, with the greatefr part o f the garrifon, inr 
ali near 1000 perfons, ran out of the fort, and embarking in Seven or 
eight large boats, attempted to make their efcape to fort Goa ; but the}? 
were prevented by the English ketches, who took then! all. The Pro­
testor now direded her fire only againft fort G oa; where the enemy 
after Suffering a‘ fevere cannonade, hung out a flag as a Signal of iiirren- 
der; but whiift the MOrattoe-s were marching to take pofleffion-of it, 
the governor perceiving that the commodo *.: had not yet taken poflef- 
fion of Severndroog, got into a boat with fome of his moft trufty men, 
and crofted over to the island, hoping to be able to maintain the fort until* 
he Should receive aSTiftance from Dabul, which is in fight of it. Upon 
this the Protestor renewed her fire upon Severndroog, and the com-* 
modore finding that the governor wanted to protraft the defence until* 
night, when it.was not to be deubted that fame boats from Dabul would*

endeavcec
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endeavour to throw fuccours into the place, he landed half his Teamen, 1756. 
under cover o f the fire of the fihips, who with great intrepidity ran up ‘—  
to the gate, and cutt rig down the Tally port with their axes, forced their 
way into it; on which the garrifon furrendered : the other two forts on 
the main land had by this time hung out dags of truce, and the Mo- 
rattoes took poffuticn or them. This was all the work of one day, in 
which the fpirited refolution of commodore James deft roved the. 
timorous prejudices which had for twenty years been entertained of the 
impradicability of reducing any of Angria's fortified harbours.

On the 8th of April, the fleet and army proceeded to Bancoote, a- for­
tified ifland which commands a hathouf lying about fix miles to the. 
north of Severndroog. The place, terrified by the fate of Severndroog, 
furrendered on the firft fummons, and the Morattoes confented that the 
company fhould keep it. It is now called fort Vidcria, and the country, 
about it being fubjed to the Sedee, is inhabited by Mahometans, who 
contribute to fupply Bombay with beeves, which it is very difficult to 
procure in other parts of the coaft, as they are under the jurifdidion of 
princes of the ftrideft caft o f the Indian religion, who worfhip the cow, 
and regard the killing o f that animal as the greateft of crimes.

Ramajec Punt was fo elated by thefs fucceffes, that he offered Com­
modore James 200,000 rupees if he would immediately proceed againft 
Dabul, and Tome other of the enemy’s forts, a little to the fouthward of 
that place; and certainly this was the.time to attack them, during the 
confirmation .into which the enemy were thrown by the Ioffes they had 
juft fuftained. But the ftorrny monfoon, which on this coaft fets in at 
the end of April, was approaching, and the commodore having already 
exceeded his orders, would not venture to comply with the Morattoe’s- 
requeft without permiftlon from Bombay : however, in .order to obtain 
it as expeditioufly as poffible, he failed away thither in the Protestor; 
but found the prefidency, nOtwithftanding the unexpected fucceffes of 
their arms, ftill pofleffed by their ancient fpirit of caution, and fo foils* 
citious for the fate of one of their bomb ketches, a heavy flat bot* 
tamed boat incapable of keeping the Tea in tempeftuoua weather, .that 
they ordered him to bring back the fleet into harbour without de­
lay. Accordingly on the 1 1 th he delivered the forts .of St v rndroog

to.
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to the Morattoes, ftriking the Englifh flag, which for the honour of 
*" v * their arms he had hitherto caufed to be hoifted in them and on the f jth  

failed aWay with his fhips to Bombay : the Morattoe fleet at the fame 
time returned to Choule,

The fquadron under the command of Mr. Watfon arrived at Bombay 
in the November following,, and the fair feafon being now returned, the 
prefidency with the Morattoes renewed their intentions of attacking An- 
gria; Mr. Watfon readily contenting to affift them with the force under 
his command. It was determined, if practicable, to finite at once at 
the root of Angria’s power, by attacking Gheria, the capital of his 
dominions, and the principal harbour and arfenal of his marine force: 
but it. was fo long fiucc any Engli/tman had feen this place, that trail­
ing to the report of the natives, they believed it to be at lead: as ftrong 
as Gibraltar, and like that fituated on a mountain inaccefiible from the 
fea j for this reafon it was refolved to fend veffels to reconnoitre it, which 
fervice commodore James in the Prote&or, with two other flips, per­
formed. He found the enemy’s fleet at anchor in the harbour, notwith- 
ftanding which, he approached within cannon /hot of the fort, and hav­
ing attentively considered it, returned at the end of December to Bombay, 
and deferibed the place, fuch as it really was, very ftrong indeed, but 
far from being inacceftlble or impregnable.

Upon hi? reprefentation, it was refolved to profecute the expedi­
tion with vigour. The Morattoe army under the command of Rama- 
jee Punt, marched from Choule, and the twenty gun £hip, with the 
floop of Mr. Watfon’S fquadron, were fent forward to blockade the 
harbour, where they were foon after joined by Commodore James 
in the Protedor, and another /hip, which was of 20 guns, belong­
ing to the Company. On the nth of February the admiral, with the 
reft of the /hips arrived. The whole fleet now united, confifted of 
four /hips of the line, of 70, 64, 60, and 50 guns, one of 44, three of 
20, a grab of 12, and five bomb ketches, in all fourteen veffels. Be­
tides the teamen, they had on board a battalion of 800 Europeans with 
1000 fepoys under the command of lieutenant colonel Clive.

I lie famous fortrefs of Gheria is fituated on a promontory of 
rocky land about a mile long and a quarter broad, lying about .a mile 
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fecm the entrance o f a large harbour, which forms, the month of a 1756. 
river defending from the Balagat mountains. The promontory pro- 
je&s to the fouth-weft, on the right o f the harbour as you enter; it is. 
on the fides contiguous to the water inclofed by a continued rock about 

' fifty feet high, on which are built the fortifications. Thefe are a double
wall with round towers, the inward wall rifing feveral feet above 
the outward. The neck of land by which, the promontory joins 
to the continent, is a narrow fand, beyond which where the ground be­
gins to expand itfelf, is built a large open town or pm ah, for the. habi­
tation of fuch.perfons whofe attendance is not conftantly required in the 
fort. , The river directing its courfe to the fouth-weft wadies the north 
Tides of the town,.of the neck ofland, and of the promontory; on the 
neck of land are the docks in which the grabs are. built and repaired, 
from whence they are launched into the river; ten of them, amongft' 
which, was that taken from the company, were now lying in the river, 
all tied together, almoft oppofite to th; docks.

Angria, on the appearance of the fleet, was fo terrified'that he left 
his town to be defended by his brother,, and went and. put himfeif into 
the hands of the. Morattoes, who having crofted the river at Tome dis­
tance from, the Tea, were already encamped to the eaftward of the pettah.
Here he endeavoured to prevail on Ramajee Pant to accept o f a ranfom 
fi r his fort, offering a large Turn of money if  he would divert the form  
that was ready to break upon him : but the Morattoe availing himfeif 
of his fears, kept him a prifoner, and extorted from him an order, 
directing his brother to deliver the fortrefs to the Morattoes, intending 
if he could get poffeffion of it in this clandeftine manner, to exclude, 
his allies the Englilh from any (hare of the plunder.

The admiral receiving intelligence of thefe proceedings, fent a Turn- 
mons to the fort on the morning after his arrival,, and receiving no . 
anfwer, ordpred the fhips to weigh in the afternoon as Toon as the lea- 
wind fet in : they proceeded in two divifions, parallel to each other, the 
larger covering the bomb ketches and final hr veffels from the fire 
of the fort; as fodn as they had paHed the point of the promontory,, 
they flood into the river, and anchoring along the north fide of the
fortifications, began, at the diftanoe of fifty yards, to batter them , with
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