
m  S H S ’f t Pr Sf i K
I ^ S h i  ( o r
K v J S -W ^  * - , . i j l  J

%ti - T ub W a r  of C o r o m a n d e l . Book I.

condition of paying tiibute to the Great Moguls The Moorifii gover- 
i .y / nors depending on the Spubab, uffime, when treating with their infe­

riors, the title of Nabob* which fignifies Deputy: hut this in the i"e- 
gifters of the throne is fynonimous to Soubahdar, and the greateft part 

p of thofe who ftile thenjfelyes Navabs, or Nabobs, • are ranked at Delhi
under the tide of Phtw-dar, which is much inferior to that which 
they alllime, ignifying no more than the commander of a body of 
forces.'] The Europeans eftablifhed .in the, territories of thefe Pfeudo- .
Nabob - (if we may be allowed the expreflionl following the example 
of the natives with whom they have mod mtsrcourfe, have agreed in 
giving then, the title they to much a Shift. In deference therefore to 
die caftom,which has prevailed, we hull leave them in pofleilion of it, 
and in the courfc of our narration shall like wife diltinguifh the great 
viceroy by that of Sô bdb.

A Nabob ought to hold his con imitfio.j from Delhi, and if at Ids 
death a focceilhr has not .been prewoufly appointed by the Great Mogul,

■ the Soubah has the right of naming a perfbn to administer the. Nabob- 
(hip until the will of the Sovereign is, known ■, hut a Nabob ahus ap­
pointed by ft Soubah is- not deemed authentically eftablithed until hr.

; is, confirmed com Delhi. The Soubah receives from, the feveral N a­
bobs, the annual revenues, .cf 'the crown, and remits ’them to the trealury 
of the Bpopire. The Nabobs are obliged to .accompany him in all mi­
litary expedbions within the, extent of his viceroyalty, but not in any 
Without that extent, Thefe regulations wej*.intended to.place them in 
fuch a (late of dependence on the Soubah' asfhould render, .them fub- 
fervient to theinterefts.of the Empire, and at tire fame time leave 

.. than in a flan of in depen dance, winch would render it difficult for the 
Sop|),ah, to. make, ufe.bf their ailiftau.ee to,brave the throne, 

r  ,~2 i . it conftUutieu, of the Mqgul Empire began to Iqfe its vigour im„. 
f  - g  mediately after the death of Aurengzebe the ablefi monarch that ever 

y  reigned over, lndollan $ .but fince. the dreadful incurlion of. the Perfians, 
y under I hanws Kpuli Khan, it has declined daily more and more : fb

H*t during the laft fifty years, Saubahs have been feen to .maintain*
.themfelves .in their governments agaipft the will of the, throne, and: 
have confequently appointed Nabobs under them with as little regard:
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to its authority ; V  bobs Jikevvife have-kept pq|c#qft or thdr govem-
nfohfo in oppofition both to the Baobab and the ffirwie; and what is
more extraorMhai v in the offices of a dctpon.; ihte, bcm Soubanr. .md
Nabobs have named their fecceflofy who have fucccvded with ' j g
as-little oppofition as if they had been the heirs apparent ofoaiMreredb
tary dominion. What we-have (aid of the government ok the fouthcm ... j
provinces, is equally applicable to all the other Sounah&ips thc

Empire, 1; ■
The Carnatic is one of the mod considerable Nafcobihipp'dependant 

on the Spubah of the Decant from its capital it fo litecwife named the 
province M  Arcot; but its ptfflnt limit?'-are' greatly inferior to thole 
which bounded the ancient Carnatic before' it ‘dvas confjiierfci by the ' ’
Great M ogul; for we do not t .id that the Nabobs of Arcot' have ever 
extended their authority beyond’ the river Gondegama to the north, the- 
great chain of mountains to the wefH' and the borders of the kingdoms 

'• of Tiitchf- r j opol y, Tanjofe, and My fiat to’the loath. The lea bounds 
to the chi it ;vai not bo fob the beginning; of the piofer.r century 

that this country was entirely reduced by the Moors- .-
Sad-atulta, a regular and acknowledged Nabob-of the Carnatic, having 171 c,
.tfivte, adopted the two fens of hfe brother; appointing the elder,

Dotffi-aUy, to focceed in the NabolSflUi ;̂ and cbhferrjjpig on the young re,
Boker-alh, the government of Veiore ; she like wife dire&ea th. t Gularn 
Haflaihl the nephew of his favourite Wife, should be Duan or1 prime 
ininiuer to his fuccefoor. Having reigned from the year 1710 to .173-2, W32. 
he'died much regretted by his tubjedts.

The difpofitions he had made were fulfilled without oppofition or 
difficultybut Nizam-al-muluck, the Soubah of the foathern provinces, 
beheld the acceffion of Doart-ally with averfion, llnte it took effect' with- 
out that deference to his: authority which he was determined to cftabli'h 
throughout' all the governments under his jurifdiftion. The jealouiy 
of this powerful ffiperier -prevented Doaft-ally from procuring a regular 
confirmation from Delhi • it is laid that he only obtained fome . letters 

; , of approbation from the vizir,, without the proper forms of ah au­
thentic.- commBhn,.
•; <J»! Boaft-
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.(732. Doaft-aily had two fons, of whom the eldeft, Subdcr-aJJy, was arrived 
W v‘w  at man’s eftate when his father fucceeded to the .Nabobjfbip . he had 

Jikevvife fevers! daughters, one of whom he had at that time given in 
marriage to his nephew Mortiz-ally, fan of Baker-ally; and another to 
a more diftant relation named Chunda-faheb. This lord gave his own 
daughter by a former wife in marriage to Guiana Haffein, and availing 
himfelf o f the incapacity of iris fon in-law, obtained the Nabob’s per- 
miffion to adminifter the office ©f Duan in his ftead.

The kingdoms of Trirchanop.by and Tanjore, although tributary to 
the Great Mogul, were each of them governed by its p ro  prince or 
Raja and the care of levying the tributes e f  thefe countries was in- 
trufled to the Nabobs of A root, who were fometimes obliged to lend 
an army to facilitate the collection of them. The death of the king o f 

173 '̂* Tritchanopoly in *7736,. was followed by difputes between the queen 
and a prince oi" the royal-blood, which produced a confufion in the go­
vernment fufficieht to give the Nabob of Arcot hopes of iubje<3 ihg 
the kingdom to his authority, He therefore determined to fend an army 
under the‘command o f his ion Subtler-ally and the Duan Chunda-faheb 
to feize'any opportunity which might offer of getting poiteffion of the 
city of Tri.tchauopoly $ but to prevent fufpicions, the collcdion of the 
tribute was given out as the only intention of the expedition, and the 
army was ordered to movie leifurtly down to the fca-coaft, before they 
proceeded to the fouth ; accordingly they came to Madrafs, where they 
remained tome days, and then went to Pondicherry, where they Haiti 
a longer time; during which, Chunda-faheb laid the firft inundation 
of his connexions with the French government, ip that city : from hence 
they marched to Tritchancpoly.

By intrigues, of winch we have not the details, Chunda-faheb pre­
vailed on the queen to admit him with a body of troops into the city, 
having firft taken an oath on the Koran, that he would ad in nothing 
to her detriment: the people of the country fay that Hie fell in love 
with him *, if fo, ihe was ill reqSked, for he .bon after (educed the 
garrifon, feized die city, and confined her to a prifon, ivhere {he died 
of grief. The fubmifiion of the rdl of the kingdom {bon followed that , 
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The fortifications of Pondicherry were at this time in fitch reputation, 1740. 
amongft a people who had never before feen any thing equal to them, 
that the late Nabob, as well as Subder-allv and Chur.da-faheb, had lent 
their wives, children, and creatures, to remain there during the war.
As footi as the Morattoes quitted the province, Subder-ally and Chun- 
da-faheb, attended by a large retinue, went to Pondicherry, where they 
flayed feveral days. Subder-slty returning to Arcot, took with him his 
own and his fathers family; but Chundu-iaheb proceeding to Tritch- 
anopoly, left the women of his family and one of ids Tons there.

In the month of December the province was again ftruck. with coa­
fternation by the return of the fame army of Morattoes which had lately 
affli&ed it with fo many calamities. This feccnd irruption was in. 
confequence of the fccret engagement which they had made with 

Jig Subder-aliy,
Befides the fum of money which he had agreed to pay them, they 

had farther infilled on receiving tome territories in fovereignty, and in 
this demand Mecr-aiTud found them fo inflexible, that, confidering the 
territories of Tritchanopoly ferved only to render the power of Chnnda- 
faheb formidable to his mafter, he confented to yield thofe countries to 
the Morattoes, on condition that they fhould attack diem at their owi 
expence: this they’agreed to do, and at the fame time engaged to dif- 
pofe of Chunda-taheb, if he fell into their hands, in fuch a manner as 
fhould be mod conducive to the interefts of the Nabob of Arcot. 

f  Tritchanopoly was ftrongly fortified in the Indian manner of defence,
and Chunda-fahcb, on the firft news of the approach of the Morattoes 
againft Doaft-ally, ftored it with a great quantity of grain, which is 
considered as the beft fecurity of a fortified place amongft a people who 
ace very little flailed in the ufe of cannon or other engines of battery.
Meer-aflud therefore forefeeing that he would be able to protradl his de- 

• M  fence as long as his provHions lafted, advifed the Morattoes to quit the 
Carnatic, and to encamp at fuch a diftance as might prevent any fufpicion 
of their intentions to return. This artful conduft produced the effeft 
intended by it; for Clnmda-fahcb imagining that the Morattoes were me­
ditating expeditions into ether provinces, fold his ftores of grain; of
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1740. which they no fooner received intelligence than they fet out from their  ̂
\~~s~mj Canip at Sevegonga, and by very expeditious marches appeared-in light 

of-Tritchaiiopoly before he could remedy the diltrefs to which he had io 
unwarily reduced it.

• 1741. They inverted the city dofely, and were attentive to prevent the in­
troduction of any fupplies or reinforcements; nevcrthelefs tire brothers 
ofChunda-faheb attempted to relieve it. Buda-faheb advanced from 

•Madura with a large convoy of previfions, efcorted by 3000 horfc and 
7000 foot: the Morattoes detached 20000 men to. intercept this rein­
forcement, which defendeditlelf with bravery until Buua-laheb fell, when 
the death of the leader was followed by a general rout, as it always hap­
pens in the battles o f Indoftan : they cut off BucLi-fahfo'si head, and lent 
it to Chunda-fahcb as' a confirmation o f  his brother’s defeat. Another 
detachment attacked Saduck-feheh, approaching from DindiguJ, with 
1500 horfc and 3000 foot, who were likewile defeated after a> Ih-arp 
fight, which ended with the death of Saduck-faheb.

Chunda-faheb, notwithftanding thefc misfortunes, continued to de­
fend the city with great reiblution, and protracted the liege until the 
greateft part of his previfions was confirmed, and a considerable num­
ber of his'men, with feme of his befl officers, killed; the dread o* fa­
mine had alfo caufed many to defert: thofc remaining, worn out with 
fatigues, called upon him with one voice to furrender, He delivered up 
the city and him fell on the 26th of March, 1741, alter he, ing ul- 
tained a liege of three months. 1 he Morattoes placed him, with ntf 
Ion, and feveral principal, officers, under the ftridfeft confinement, in- ,
tending to be well paid for the ranibm o f tjieir perfens. ' After iome 
time fpent in, draining Tritchanopoly of all they could find valuable in it, 
they appointed Moran-row, one of their generals, viceroy of' the kingdom, 
and leaving 14000 or their bell troops uctuer his command, returned to 
their own country, where they confined their pnfoner in a rtrong iort 
in the neighbourhood of Sattarah their metropolis.

The Morattoes, by the.poffeffion of Tritchanopoly, were now become 
of enemies, allies to Subden aUy; and the imprifonment of Chunda- 
faheb at fuch a diftance from the Carnatic, removed the only leader

deemed
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N̂ 2-:2̂  deemed capable of exciting mteftine commotions. But the refentment 174* • 
of Nizam-al-muluck frill remained to be appealed, which could only 
be done by remitting to him thofe large arrears of fever.ues which the 
Nabob Daaft-ally, availing h im & f of the convulfions of the empire, iiad 
■ withheld. Subder-ally therefore was convinced that a ftorni would 
break upon him from this quarter as Soon as Nizam-al-muluck hhniclf 
{hould have. none to fear from D elhi: but as this time was not yet 

« come, he determined not' to exhauft his treasures from the apprehen- 
fi„n of dangers, which, although probable, were frill uncertain; ho 
amufed Nizam-al-muluck with humble m.nies, founded on the po­
verty to which he pretended to he reduced by the meurfi n of the Mo- 
rattoes; and even demeaned himfelf fo far as to give out he intended to 
go to Arabia, and there fpend the remainder o f his days in a d so f de­
votion at the tomb of his prophet. ■ *■ :

The poverty to which he pretended to be reduced was as little real 
as the fpirit of devotion which he affected, for the greateft part of 
bis father’s treasures had been preserved under the care of his mother, 
when fhe took refuge in Pondicherry. However, the late calamities 
left fuch an imprefnon of terror upon Ins mind, that he did not ven- 
iu;<‘ to keep his court in the open and defencelels city ct Arcof, but 42. 
took up his residence in Velcro, which was well fortified, and its citadel 
built two hundred years ago by the Morattoes, the firongeit in the tearna- 
tic *. with the fame fpirit of precaution he fent the women and children of 
his family, together with his treafures, to Madrafs, giving this preference, 
to the- Englifh-nation by the advice of Meer-afiud, who already mfped- 
cd the connexions which lubfifted between Cminda-ianeb and Mr. Du- 
pleix, the governor o f Pondicherry. From Velore the Nabob made .se­
veral vifits to his family at Madrafs, and thefe journies were reported 
to Nizam-al-muluck as proofs o f his intention to proceed.from.' thence

by fea to Mecca. • \
The commanders o f all the towns and forts in the Carnatic had 

been afieffed in fums proportioned to their incomes, which were levied 
at ftated periods, in order to di(charge the ranfom of the province due 
to the Morattoes. The government of Velore was the nckeft fief lub- 
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1742, jedt to the NaboMhip of Arcot, and by the treafures which Mortiz-aliy 
inherited from his father, as alfo by a very parfimonious management 
0f  the revenues o f his government, he was become the richeft man in 
the province. Having married the fitter o f Subder-ally, and being like- 
wife nearly related to him by birth, lie thought that thcfe titles of kin­
dred, joined to the reception which he gave to the Nabob and bus court, 
would ex-cufe him from the neceffity of furnithing what remained due 
of his proportion of the general jflcflment; but the Nabob, who knew 
the MoiUtc.s were not'to be difnppointed with impunity, and who 
was as unwilling as Mortiz-ally to dfburfe his private treafures until the 
laft extremity, determined to oblige him ' to furniih his contingent with 
the feme punctuality a? the other governors of the province. Many of 
thefe were attentive to the conduit of the governor of Velore, and 
were ready to withhold their proportions of the a lim e n t  as loon as 
they ihould find a refpeftable leader to fet the example, and to fupport 
them in the. conferences of refufing to obey the Nabob’s orders j they 
therefore confederated with IVIortiz-ally, and reprefented to him, that 
Nizam- al-muluck, the Soubah of the fcuthern provinces, would behold 
witli f’atis faction even the moft defperate meafures which might be taken 
by the officers of the Carnatic, againft a prince who paid fo little defe­
rence to his authority.

Mortiz-allv, born cruel and treacherous, had no rettraints in his com- 
pofition to flop his hand from the perpetration of airy crime by which 
His avarice, ambition, or revenge could be gratified : he was indeed by 
many fulpe&ed of being uncommonly deficient in per foe. al courage, but 
this perfuafion feems to have taken its rife from the fufpicious habits of 
his domeftic life s tince he never moved, even in his own palace, with­
out being furrounded by guards, nor ever ventured to tafte any tiring 
that was not brought to him in a veil'd to which his w ife bad affixed 
her feal. The Nabob therefore held the puffilankneus character of his 
brother-in-law in the greateft contempt, and apprehended no danger 
from a man who lived in perpetual apprehenfions of poifon from ins 
own family and domeflics. Mortiz-ally frill continued to evade the pay­
ment o f his arrears of the affeffmentj and the Nabob, wearied by

trifling

*c t?



A s ^ S \ '  - f  \/ ‘ h

l ( w f i  ± ' , ( s j
Book I. .Hi s t o r y  of  t h e  C a  h n a t i c - k$sLj

vx*̂ s* ’ 1 W F j  /a » ft ,2' p \ ( ? ! * /,̂S*.  ̂, f ! • * j> { '. * #* ■ k, t > ■>., ' '' «, ■ •,,•,: ,,*>) •"
trifling excuses, one day in public imprudently threatened to difppffefs , 5742, 
him of his government, if he evaded any longer to comply with. IWv'~'' 
his orders. This outrage immediately flung him into the clofeft con­
nexion with the diffatisfled governors, who now flattered his ambition, 
by alluring him that they would acknowledge him Nabob of Arcot as 
icon as Subder-ally should be removed.

The Nabob’s army was encamped within the ftiburbs -and-under the 
walls of V el ore : a body of guards and a numerous retinue conilantly 
attended him within the fort, ib that he feemed in nr danger from 
open violence, or fecret treachery. But nothing of the confpiracy 
tranfpired ; and he was unfortunately confirmed in his fecuritv by the 
extreme humility with which Mortiz-ally carried himfelf after the out­
rage he had received.

* At the time of that feftival to which the Mahoraedans of Indoftah 
have the greateft devotion, all the Nabob’s fervants alked jpermiffiorx 
to be abfent for two or three days to celebrate it in their own families.
Contrary to the ufual cultom of the courts of Indoftan, the Mabob 
fufkred all his retinue and guards, excepting four perfons, to quit him; 
and fc little was he fufpicious of the. danger to which he ex no fed him- 
felf, by tiiis unguarded indulgence, that he even defired fome of the 
officers and menial fervants of Mortiz-ally might attend him during she 
abfence ofJkUj own. Mortiz-ally determined not to dole this oppor­
tunity, which was fuch as might never offer again, to ffrike the blow 
he had meditated. On the 2d of Qflobcr, the day after the Nabob's 
retinue had left him, the victuals prepared for his table were poifoned.
I he Nabob had lcarceiy finilhed his meal before he began to be greatly 
difordered, and although the ffrength of his ccnflitution, with timely 
afliftanCe, enabled him to throw oft’ the mortal effects of tire poifon, 
yet it left him much enfeebled. Even this attack did not tho­
roughly awaken his fuipicions, which thole of Mordz-ally’s family, 
who waited on him, contributed to ftifle, by repre fen ting his indiipo- 
htion to be the accefs of a bilious dil'or.der, very common in India. 
Mortiz-ally knew he had no time to lofe, and propofsd to fome of his 
officers, m whom he had the molt confidence, to go and put an end to 
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1742. the Nabob’s life. It is laid that all refuted to fenc him in-this cruel 
w *v W  conoTiiffion, excepting one, whole wife Subdet-ally hsd formerly de­

bauched : this man, a Pitan, having engaged feme Abyffiman flaves, 
led he®'at midnight to the Nabob’s apartment, where the few fervants 
who-attended the. Nabob were aflee-p 'round bis bed, They were im­
mediately feized,- and'prevented from  m a k in g  refiftance. The Nabob gf' 
jhitnfelf, infbad o f  taking up his arms, attempted to make b is ef- 
cap through a window. The leader of the. affaffins feized hita-'before 
h'„ could pafe through it, and upbraiding, him with - the injury of his 

' ' adultery, and .exulting in the revenge he was taking, killed him .with
foveral ftabs of a pomatd, ■

M'cre-aflud the Duan was in the fort, and the inviolable attachment 
■ ' winch this in in if er was known to bear to his .render,, foggeded to

Mbrtiz-ally the. intention.-of deltrQying. lb dangerous a wifnef of the mur-* 
dcr which he had committed.' The orders, were ■ given u) pot him to 
deaths when. Tome of Mortiz-ally’s -oflicers ..reprefented to him the ne- 

* ceflity of prefervins the life of a man, from whom .alone he could 
obtain that knowledge of the affairs of the Carnatic, which would he 
nceeffary for his own conduit, as Toon as he ftiomd be declared Nabob- 
Theft* reprefentaiions were dilated by revrrence eo> the character of 
Mfeer-afiud, whole virtues preferred him in this i-dVant of imminent 
danger from the deOrudion to vvhich he had bee 1 doorned.

Thd gates of the fort o f Velore were ftritily guarded during this 
night of horror, and thofeonly who produced a particular permiffion were 
fuffored to pafs out the enfuhig day. So that the news of Subder-ally 
Khan's death was carried the next morning to tire army encamped near 
Velore. by emiffaries employed.by Mortiz-ally hlmfdf, who teprefented it 
as an accident in which their nvifter had'no pari, and imputed it to the 
fudden refentment offorae of the principal ofHcetS, of whom the N abob 
had treated feveral with ignominious language, and -had affronted one 
by a blow. But fuch was the general opinion of Mortiz-ally > charac­
ter, that the foMiery immediately flew to their arms* and cried out in 
tumult, that their Nobob had been affafhnated by the -gover nor of 
Velore. The principal officers of the army were abfent celebrating the

f , feaftj
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- feaft; and the foldieiy left to their own conduct, in the firft impolfe of 1742.
deteftation, threatned to (form the fort immediately, and to mafiacre W v W  

j all who were in it; but, on recollc&on of its ftrength, this reiblu- 
tion lubfidcd, and they agreed to wait the return of their officers, before 
they fhould proceed to extremities. The emiflaries of Mortiz-ally took 
advantage of this fufpenfion of their rage, and called to their re­
collection the great arrears of pay, which were due to them from Sub- 
der-ally, who, although well able,.had conftantly evaded to fatisfy their 
demands: whereas if the army, they laid, would admit Mortiz-ally’s 
pretentions to the Nabobfhip of Arcot, and declare in his favour, be 
would doubtlefs agree to pay all that was due to them.

The armies of the Mahomedan princes of Indoftan are compofcd of 
a number of diftina bodies of  troops inlifted by different leaders ; who, 
with their bands, enter into, and quit the fervice of different princes, ac-

H8  cording to the advantages which they expert to receive. Hence the degree
- of reliance which a prince can have on .his army is proportioned to the 

treafurcs of which he is poffeffed, joined to his inclination to difburfe 
them j and it -is common in the wars of Indoftan to fee large bodies of 
troops going over to the enemy on the very field of battle. The army at 
Velore forgot its relentments againft Mortiz-ally in proportion as the 
terms propofed by his emiflaries appeared to be real. The officers, 
as they arrived in the camp, were immediately brought over to his 
intereft by prefents.; accounts were adjufted, times of payment were fti- 
pulated, and all, officers as well as foldiers, agreed to acknowledge

B Mortiz-ally Nabob of the Carnatic within two days after he had
murdered Subder-aHy.

Mortiz-ally now pitched his tents without the gates of Velore, and 
cauied himfelf to be proclaimed Nabob. In November he made his 
entry with pomp into the city of Arcot, and was again proclaimed there.

As toon as the ftrft agitations which this fudden and unexpeded 
revolution haft occasioned began to fubfide, leveral o f the principal 
officers in the Carnatic communicated to one another their fentiments 
on his acceflion, and concurred' in a deteftation of it: Thefe ap~

H plied
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5-42. plied to Moorary-row, the Morratoe governor of Tritchanopoly, who 
• v— v— ' did not liefitate to declare openly aguinft him. I tie Englilh at 

Madrafs were requeued to protect the fon arid family of oubder-aliy, to­
gether with their wealth, notwithftanding-any menaces which they migni 
receive from Morrrz-ally ; who did not fail to demand this prey, and had 
the vexation to find it placed out of his reach. Several of trie principal 
officers of the army, won by the friends of Subder-aUy’s family, en­
gaged to effebt a general revolt Oct a hidden the army demanded im­
mediate payment of the whole of their arrears, which at Velore they had 
agreed to receive at diftant periods, and funwinding the palace in 
tumult, accompanied their demands with threats.

Moctja-ally had not courage to ftand this ftorm ; but immediately 
determined to place btmieif out of the resell o f danger, Women 
o f rank in Indoftan never appear in public j and travel in covered 
carriages, which are very rarely flopped or examined even in times of 
fufpiclon. He therefore difguiied himfelf in a woman’s drefs, 
quitted Arcot in the night, in a covered Pailankin, accompanied by fe- 
vcral female attendants, and in this equipage gained his fort of Velore- 
without interruption.

As foon as his, flight, was difeovered, the army proclaimed Seid Ma­
h om ed ,Khan, the (an of Subdcr-ally, an infant who refided in Madrafs 
with- his- mother. The government of the province was entrufted to 
a Duan chofen by the friends of the family, and the young Nabob 
and his mother were removed from Madrafs to Vandevafh,. the fort of 
1  uckia-faheb, who had married one of the filters of Subder-ally.

,,7 Thefe revolutions in the Carnatic happened at a time: when Nizam-
1 al-muluck, having no longer any thing to apprehend from the politics 

of the court of'Delhi, where he had obtained for his fon Gh.azi-o’din*
Khan the poft of captain general of the Mogul’s armies, was preparing 
to vifit the Carnatic. He left Gol Kondah in the beginning of the year 
J 743, and arrived at Arcot in the month of March following.. His, 
army is laid to have confided of 80,poo horfe and 200,000 foot.
Their numbers, and file reputation of their, leader, deterred all, the princes
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:;L1> o f the countries through which they faffed from making any refiffanc:: J 743-_ 
and they entered the province of Arcot with as little opposition. ^ ^en 
arrived at the city, Nizaov-al-muluck was. ftruck with ..amazement at 
the anarchy which prevailed in every part of the government. Evwy 
governor of a fort, and every commander of a dillridf, had affutned the 
title of Nabob, and had given to the officers of his retinue the lame 
names as diftiugoilhed the perfons who held the mod confiderable em­
ployments in the. court of the Soubah. One day, after having re­
ceived the homage of feverai of thefe little lords, Iffzatn-al-rnulucK. 
faid, that he had that day feen no lei's than eighteen Nabobs in the Car­
natic j whereas tie had-always imagined that there was but one in ail 
the fouthern provinces. He afterwards turned to his guards, and order­
ed them to fcourge the fir ft perfon who, for the future, fhoud in his
prefence affume the title of Nabob.

The young fon of Subder-ally, accompanied by feverai of his 
principal officers, paid his viiit of homage to the Soubah, who re­
filled him the permiffipn of returning to V andevafb, and ordered feme 
of his own officers to take charge of his perfon, directing them to 
treat him with lenity and refpedt. He then appointed Coja Abdulla 
Khan, the general of his army, Nabob of Arcot, and of all its 
dependencies, and fent a fummons to Moorary-row, the governor of 
Tritchanopolv, to furrender the city. Finding that the Morattoe perfiff- 
ed in refilling to obey his orders, he marched with hi? whole army, and 
fat down before i f : prefents and promifes foppIietUhe place of hoftilities 
in reducing it. In the month of Auguft Mobrary-row evacuated Trit- 
chanopoly, and foun after quitted the Carnatic with all his Morattoes.

Nizani-al- muluck having thus fettled the affairs of the province }.
without unfheathing the fword, returned to Gol-ivondah. Coja Ab- ' r 
dullah continued to command the army until it arrived there leaving 
one of his dependants to adminifter the government of Arcot during 
his abfence. It was riot before the month■ of March in the next 
year that he prepared to return, and after having been diftinguiffied 
with particular honours on the day that he tqok leave of the Soubah,

• H 2 was



1744. was the next morning found dead in bis bed. His body bore marks of 
'v*“w' poifon; but as the hand from which it came could never be uncovered, 

it was imputed to the perfon who received the mod advantage from it,
I' by fucceeding him in the government of the Carnatic. This was

An’war-adean, who was immediately nominated to that employment, 
and arrived at Arcot in the month of April.

The introduction of this Granger into the Carnatic was the fource of 
many of the events which it is the intention of this narrative to com­
memorate ; and there are ib. many add &ck injurious ndffeprefentations 
of bis origin, and of that part of his life which preceded his acceffion to 
the Nabobfhip, that it is ntt.effary to invalidate them by an impartial 
description of his hiftory.

Ana war, the father of An’war-adean, diftinguiihed himfelf by his 
great erudition, and by the application of it to explanations of the 
original text of the Khoran : he made the pilgrimage of Mecca, with -, 
out which proof of piety it is difficult, among Mahomeclans, to acquire 
the teputatkir* of a-truly devout man. At his return from this voyage 
he was appointed by Aurenzgebe, to be one of thofe religious officers 
who are appointed to offer up daily prayers for the health and prosperity 
of the fovereign. In. confluence of this appointment, he received 
penfion, and was ennobled by being ranked as a commander of 250 
horfe, with ffie. right of taking the title oi Khan, which lignifies Lord,
01 rather Chieftain, This tide would appear •incompatible with the 
charadef of a religious man, if every title of nobility in Indoftan did 
not confift in a military ccm million; by which it is fuppofed, although 
rarely iniifted on, that the perfon who receives the, commiffion (half 
maintain a certain number of horfe for the Emperor’s fervice. With 
thefe honours and advantages Anawar retired to Gapee-mahoo, and 
there finifhed his days.

His fon An’war-adean went to court with recommendations from his 
father, which procured him the fame rank of horfe as had been 
given to his father; he was afterwards raifed to tire command of 500 
horfe, and was appointed governor of the diilrfet of .Goora-G.’^a-

nabad.
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nabad. II! fucceftf or perhaps ill conduct, preventing him from 1744. 
being able to pay die ufuai revenues of his government to the K~~* J 
throne, he quilted it privately and went to Amedabad. Here Gazi- 
o’din Khan, the Soubah of the ibuthern provinces, gave him a 
poft of confiderable truth and profit in the city of Surat, whilft his 
friends at Delhi took care to prevent further enquiries concerning him, 
by reporting him dead. After the death of GazhoMin Khan, father of 
Nizam-al-muluck, An’war-adean went to pay his court to Nizarii-al~ 
muluck, who had fucceeded to the Soubahfhip of the fouthern pro- 

' ; vinces, and was by him appointed Nabob of th&Yalore and Raja-mun- 
drum countries, which he governed for feveral years. When Nizam-• 
al-muluck was preparing to viiift the Carnatic, An’war-adean attended 
his court, and was left by him in doc of the principal ftations in the city 
and territory of Gol-Rondah ; and a v' ry few days after the death of 
Coja Abdulla, Nizatn-al-rauluck appointed him to adminiftes the go­
vernment of the Carnatic, in which choice he feems to have been in­
fluenced by his opinion of the neceffity of placing a province, in which 
he fufpefted commotions,, under the dire&ion of a brave and experienced 
fcldier; fuel?, was An’ war-adean.

There is no country in which the titles ofdctcent are left inflrumental 
to tic  Fortunes o f men than they are in Indoftan j none but thofe of die 
royal blood are considered as hereditary nobility; to all others, the 
exclulion It fo abfolute, that a new ad from the fovereign is necefiary- 
to ennoble even the fon of the Grand Vizir of the Empire. The field 
of fortune is open to every man who has courage enough to make a is 
of his fword, cr to whom nature has given .fuperior talents of mind.
Hence it happens, that half the grandees of Indoftan have arrived to 
the higheft employments in the empire from conditions not Ids humble 
than that of An’war-adean Khan, again ft whole, acceffion to the Nabob- 
fhip of the Carnatic, the people had taken an avc-rlion, from caufcs in- 
dependent*of his pefional character.

During the 30 years which preceded thevifitation of Nbam-al-muluck 
the Carnatic had been governed by the fame family, in a fucceffion of

■' three
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a744. .three Nabobs, .vho. ava'kng ths-mfitlves of the general confufion of the 
ind acquired a greater liability in their office than is- the ufual 

lot of governors Tndofta Th ' Nabobs of this family, confidering the 
ffiverehnty a- . kind of hdierkan-.::, had not conducted themfelves in 
their admhdflrauon with tl * fpirit of. ravage, which is the ufual confe- 
ouence of uncertain and iranfjturv poffeffhn. The revenues of the-Car­
natic} depend upon, the harvefts of grain, and tilde on the quantities -of 
water, which age reserved to fupply the d< fodfeof rain during the dry ieafon 
of the year ; for this purpose vift reservoirs have been formed, of which 
not: only the conftradlion, but oven the repairs in cafes ot 'inundation re­
quire k  expence much beyond the faculties of she former or renter j 
of the land. If therefore the avarice of the prince with-hoids his 
hand from the prefervatfon of thefe foure'es of fertility, and at the 
fame time dilates to him an inflexible refohition of receiving- his 
ufual incomes•, the farmer opprefled, oppi dies the s.»bourct, a .id 
the irdfery of the people .becomes complete, by the- vexations ot col-lec- 
t-ors exercifed in times of fetreity, of which the ctuci pariiniony of the 
pricqe has .'been, the principal cause.,

It is uci therefore-to be wondered at that- .the province which had folt 
the good effeds of a mild and generous adminiftr itiqn, from the reign1' of 
the family ofSadatulIa Khan, should behold with regret the introduc­
tion of any Granger whomfoever to govern the Carnatic. The young 
fon of Subder-ally was the only porfon whom the province wished to tee 
their ruler.

In deference to this affection, and froth the danger of Shocking it 
at once too violently, Nizatn-al-muiuck gave out that ne intended 
to confer the Naboblhip of Arcot on this youth, as‘loon as he ihould 
arrive at the age of manhood. At the -.fame time he gave An’war- 
adean Khan all the powers nec diary for governing the Carnatic during 
this interval, and committed the young prince to Jus cere, with the 
authority of a guardian. From the palpal le inr.propi iety df repofihg 
fo delicate a truft in the very porfon ‘to whom the greateft advan­
tages would accrue from an unfaithful difchatgc of it, Nizam.-al- 
HiuJack may be fufpedled of having diflembled throughout this trani- 

' ‘ 'A/ . adtion. -.'A',
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action. The general joy with which the youth was received, on his ar- 1744. 
rival in the province, eclipTd all the homage that was paid to the fove- u-%rW 
reign power of his guardian ; and it is fuppofed that the provisional 
Nabob did not behold without jcalouly thefc demonftrations of the public 
attachment to the fon of Subder-ally,

An'war-adean however did not; difcover any Symptoms of difcon- 
tent in his treatment of tire young prince: on the contrary, he main­
tained him in adpleridor adequate to his birth, and affigned the palace 
in the fort of Arcot for his refidence, Here the young-Seid Mahomed 
pafled fome time, without any-other inquietude, than that which he re­
ceived from the importunities of a band of Pitan foidiers, who had been 
m the fervice of his father, and who pretended that a long arrear of pay 
was due to them. >

The Pifanr, whole cc unify is in the mod northern part of the Em­
pire, are the braved of the Mahomedan foldiery levied in Indoftan.
From a confeioafnefs of this fuperiorky, together with a reliance on the 
national connection which exids amongft them however diip cried into 
the fervices of different princes, they have acquired an miolence and au­
dacity of manners, which diftinguiihes them, as much as the hardncis 

?;|pT of their phyfiognomy, from every other race of men in the Empire,:
•they treat even the lords they ferve with very little of that refpeft which 
charadetifes all the other dependents'of a fovercign in ludodan. From 
the known ferocity of their temper, it is thought dangerous to inflidt 
punifhment on them, even when they deferve it, as a ftrong fpirit of 
revenge has familiatifed thou with alMInatiun, wh.ich they ieldom fail 
to employ whenever the fmallnefs of theity numVrs difables them 
from, taking vengeance by more open attacks. Tuc Phans, who had 
‘erved Subder-ally Khan, continued to present tu mifelvcs every day. 
before his fon, demanding their arrears with clamour and. info- 
knee, ,

In the month of June a wedding of one of the relations of Subder- 
ally was celebrated in toe fort of Arcot. The young prince, as 
being the head of the family, was invited to prefide at the ceremony.
The cuftomary invitations were likewife given to all the. other relations,

many.
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*'7̂ .4, many of whom were lords of'government .in the Carnatic j among thele 
«— ^  Was Mortiz-ally. The vourtg Seid Mahomed was taught to conceal the 

emotions he naturally felt at feeing the murderer of Ms fatnei named in 
the lift of his friends .is a gueft invited with Ids approbation. Such are 
the manners o f a court in Indoftan. It was thought that Mortiz-ally 
would not venture his perfon out of the forts o f Velore, during the 
firft days o f a new adminiftration ; but, in contradiction to tnis notion, 
he came’ to Arcot, and presented lntnlek before the young p I nee, as |l 
one Of the guefts at the wedding; and was treated with diftmaion and 
refpeft by the regent Nabob An’wardean Khan, who was lifcewife in­

vited to the v, aiding.
On the day Appointed for the folemnization of the marriage, twelve 

Pitans, ’with the captain of the band, ^ dented them fives before the 
young prince, and demanded their arrears with a more determined fpit  ̂
of iniolence than they had hitherto ihewn in any of their former ap­
plications. It is reckoned the high eft indignity that can be offered to a a  • 
ioldtci, to order him to retire by an exprefiion of contempt} and if  any : 
violence is emploved to remove him, he generally relents it in the inftant 
with blood- fried. Theft confiderations were not Efficient to reftrain the 
zeal, of Seid Mahomed’s attendants from relenting the infult which was 
offered to their princej and finding that expoftuiations did not prevail,* |  
they feized on the Pitans, and turned them cut of the palace by fb;cc.
The Pitans fuffered thernfelves to be removed with much lets reilihnee 
(han it was expected they would have made again fr a trfeumehf 
fo repugnant to the ideds which theft haughty foldier? entertain 
o f their own importance. The lame day they advanced again into 
the prefence o f Seid Mahomed Khan, and apologized fot their Gibe- 
fpeftful behaviour: their fubmiffions fupprefled all fufpicions of their 
condu.fi: during the remaining part of the day.

In the evening Seid Mahomed Khan, with Mortiz-aliy Slid tnoft of 
the other guefts, were affembled, and as foon as the young prince was 
informed that An’war-adean was approaching, he arofe from bis feat, 
and paffed into the veftibule of the hall, intending to pay his guardian 
the compliment of receiving him at the bottom oi the fteps which

4 • led
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led into the palace. He was attended by all the other guefts, and 1744. 
many of his own officers and guards. The thirteen Pitans, who had 
made their fubmtffion in the morning, appeared the foremoft of the 
fpedtators in the court below, and diflinguifhed themfclves by the affec­
tation of great reverence in their manner of fainting Seid Mahomed 

,T, Khan, as loop as be appeared in the veftibule. After theff compliments, 
their captain, with the appearance of a man fenfible that he had 
offended his lord, and intended to fling Iffmfelf at his feet, aicended 
the fteps, and was permitted to approach within the reach of his perfon; 
when the affaffin drew a dagger, and at the firft blow (tabbed him 
to t|ie heart.

A  thoufand (Words and poigqarJs were drawn in an inffant: the 
murderer was cut to pieces on the very fpot j and ten of his accom­
plices iuftered the fame fate from the fury of the multitude below.
During this ieene of blood (bed, An’war-adean Khan arrived, and 
endeavoured to calm the general trepidation, by giving fuch orders 
as were necefiary tor the diicqvety of the eonfpirators. j for the muter- 
tude had already perfuaded rhemfelves that ms Pitans had been employed 
by fome (uperior power,

 ̂ All who beheld the young prince deprived of life by this affafflnatkm, 
were inftantly (truck with the remembrance of the murder of his father 
committed in Velore j murmurs from many had already declared the 
lufpicions that were entertained of Moniz-aiiy. when it was reported 
that, during the general con.'uScn, hr had y bned the gates of the fort, 
where a large body of cavalry and other troops, which compoied his 
retinue, were waiting for him ; and that, furrounded by thefe guards, he 
was already on his way to Velore. The precipitation of thro (fight 

j { vv&ch appeared as much the confequence o f previous’ dlfpofnions as the 
effeht of fudden fear, left no doubt that, he was the author of the 
aflaffination. Nothing was now heard but curies and imprecations on 
his head, for the murder of the innocent and much-loved Seid Mahomed 
Khan, and for the murder of the father of this unfortunate prince. The 
people law themfelves obliged to confine their indignation to thele ex- 
piellions of f t ; for the flrength of Moniz-ally’s effort required a larger

. * body
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' 1744,. body of cavalry to be fent in purfuit of it, than could be aflembkd
,V-v— ' wj^ ;p the time neeeflary to overtake him, Vdore king no more than 

twelve miles diftant from Arcot.
The multitude now received orders from An’war-adean to retirê  to 

thdr homes i and, as men ftruck with difrnay at a common calamity, 
afiembled in fecret companies, to communicate their thoughts on £**,.,
murder of which they had been fpeftators, ............................

An’war-adean, either actuated by the fame fpkit of indignation, 
as the people, or affeding the appearance of it, not only removed 
the Pitans in Ins fervice from their employments, hut alfo gave orders 
that all of that nation fliould immediately quit the city 3 and, as a 
fkonger proof of his refptment, caufed their houfes to be razed to the 
ground: a mark of infamy rarely praflifed, excepting the perfons, whom 
it is intended, to ftigmatize, have deferred capital punifhment.  ̂But 
thefe expreffions of indignation did not exempt him from imputations.
Many perfons of rank and power in the province averted that they had 
difcovered ferrets, which convinced, them thar the aff&ffination was the, 
refult of a confederacy between him ana Mortiz-ally,.

They hud, th.it the refpeft and attachment which were (hewn by aid 
ranks o f people to Seid Mahomed., joined to the great influence which 
his relations bore in the Carnatic, by poffeffing the bell forts-and govern- f  , 
tnente in the province had filled the mind of An’war-adean Khan with 
apprchenfions of confpiracies and revolts, which might at one time 
or other remove him, in order to place Stud Mahomed  ̂ in the rove- 
reignty ♦. that, a&uated by thefe fufpicions, be, regarded the deftruc- 
tjon of Seid. Mahomed as neceffary to his own security,, and was 
only with*held from executing it. by the. dread of Nixam-al-tmir 
luck's refentmeht, which fuggefted to him the fchcme. of 
tjfing on Mortiz-ally, by .fuch infmuations and offers, as might induce 
him to undertake the deftrudtion of Seid Mahomed ; but in fuch a 
manner, that, if a difeovery ihould be made, the murder might be ia»*. 
ernted to Mortiz-ally alones who being periuaded of the probability of 
a revolution in favour of Seid Mahomed., arid dreading me revenge of
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this prince for die murde-r o f his ■ father, hired tire aflafilns, having pre- 1.744. 
vioufly affured himfelf of protection from An’war-adean Khan,, and even *
o f rewards by an encreafe of the Domain of Vclorc.

The feereis of the princes of Indoilan are very difficult to be 
difcovered. In affairs of confcquence nothing, except in the moil equi­
vocal terms,’ is ever given by them in writing j and whenever the matter 
is of great importance or iniquity, it is traded to a mefienger, a man 
of low rank and great cunning, who bears a letter of recommendation, 
teftifying that he is to be trufted in all he fays. So indefinite a commif* 
fion refer vet to the lord who gives it, the retource of difavowing the 
tranfadion o f his agent; and this he never fails to do, whenever the 
iniquity is difcovered. Hence the public in Indoftan, deprived o f  au- 
thentic. evidence, are left tc judge of. the actions of their rulers either 
from probable conjectures, or from the general idea of their chambers.
The conffitution and defects of the government have rendered prifons 
'and afiafiinations, in the practice o f the great; the common method o f 
removing thofe who fiend in oppofition to the ambition of others; in- 

Tomuch that a hiftory o f one century in indoftan would furnilh more 
examples o f this nature than can be found in the hiftory o f one half of 
the kingdoms of Europe fince the time of Charlemagne, From the fre­
quency of thefe enormous practices, even the deaths which happen in 
die common courfe o f nature, are imputed- to thofe who receive im­
mediate advantage from them. Such were the principles on which the 
people of the Carnatic judged and condemned An’war-adean Khan 
for the murder of Sekl Mahomed> although no pofitive proofs were 
brought of his having been acceffory to it. T he rnoft probable argu­
ment againft him was founded on the early appearance of Mortiz*ally at 
Arcot in the days of a new adminiftration. This was thought incom ­
patible with the warinefs of his character, without fuppofing a con­
nection which affured him of protection from A n ’war-adean.

An’war-adean ftrongly denied all connedioos with Mortizr-ally, and 
challenged any proof to be brought that either he himfelf, or any of bis 
dependents, had ever had any corrdpondence with the Pitans who com-

* 2 'fitted
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17^4. mitted the murder j which he attributed folely to Mortiz-ally, nliedging 
******> as a.proof, that the Pitans had often been at Velore, and were known to 

have received many marks of favour from him. On the other hand, 
Mortiz-ally retorted the accufation, but brought no teftimoniestp fupport 
his aflertlon.: It was fuppofed that the only proofs which he could 
have brought againft An’war-adean, would at the iame lame have; won- 

denined him (elf.
Although An’war-adean was not able to exculpate him W if in 

the opinion of his fubjeds, he found means to convince his fupe- 
rior, Nizam-al-muluck,. thac he- was intirely innocent of the blood of.
Seid Mahomed. Naam-al-muluck, who never did any thing' by 
halves, thought it nectfiary to. give him rapport, in propot lion a* he 
became odious to the Carnatic, and lent him a oil! and regular corn- 
million for the Naboblbsp of A root foon after the death of beid Ma­
homed. The province* irritated by their averfiop to a lord, whofe 
fovereignty deftroyed their hopes o.t being titled by one o* the family 
they fo much loved, complained loudly of the avarice and paritmeny of 
his-government;, and eontrafted it, much to his disadvantage, with that 

of their,former Nabobs .s'.'ij
W ar was now declared between Great Britain, ano France, m confe-

quence of which a fquadron of Engliih men of. war appeared in the 
Indian leas. It confided of two 6a.gun (hips, one ot 50, and a trigate 
of 20 guns: thde (hips bid not come immediately to the Enghflt icttle- 
aients in Indoftan, but palling beyond them, cruiied in two divshons 
m the ftraits of Sunda and-Malacca. They took, in- theie (lations three 
French (hips returning from China to Europe, and one returning from 
Manilha to Pondicherry; the cargoes of which produced r80,00.0/.
(icrling. They al'ib took a French drip at Alehin, which was con­
verted into an Engltfh man of war of 40. guns, and called the Med- 
way’s' Prize. After rendezvoufing at Batavia, the fqu i«ron united ap-

1745. peared on the coaft of Coromandel in the month of July 1745, at which 
J " time the garrifon of Pondicherry confided of no more than 436 Eu­

ropeans; its fortifications were not completed, and no french Squadron 

had hitherto appeared in India.
The.

* .
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The appearance of the EngJifh fquadron, and the report of'the rein- 174$'. 
forcemeats which they expected from Eu-dand, alarmed Mr. Dupleix 
for the fafety of Pondicherry. He prevailed on the Nabob Aft’war- 
adean to infift with the government of Malrafs, that the Englifh 
{hips of war fhould not commit any hoftilities by hyid againf: the French 
pofieflions in the territories of Arcot; but the Nabdh at the fame time 
adored the Englifh,'that he would oblige the French to obferve the 
fame law of neutrality, if their force fhould hereafter become Superior 
to. that of the Englifh. The government of Madrafs rcmooHrated, that, 
they were, always ready to obey bis cp mm anils as far as their power ex- , 1
tended ; but that. Mr. Barnet, the commander of the Englifh .fyoailfon, 
was the immediate officer of the King of Great Britain, by whofe orders 
pnd CQiDir.ifuon he sited, independent of the Eaft India company's 
agents at Madrafs. 1  he Nabob replied, i h k  all officers of the Eng- 
liih. nation - who came to the coaft of Coromandel were equally obliged 
to rsfpedt his government in the Carnatic* and that if Mr. Barnet, with- 
his fqttcdron, ihould venture to a£t contrary to'the otdcfS he had now 
given, the town of Madrafs fhould atone for their difobedience.

Thefe threats made fa much trnpreffiou upon the government of Mad­
rafs, that they reqnetted ami prevailed-on' Commodore Barnet to confine 
bis operations to the few He therefore feat one of the 50 gun ffiips to 
eruuc in the toad of bulalorc, at toe entrance of the river Ganges, where 
fhe took two or three French fliips returning from different parts of India 
to the French fqttlements in Bengal. The reft of the fquadron left the 
coaft of Coromandel to avoid the approaching Horny fcafbn, and went 
to Mergui, a port ntuated on the coaft which lies oppolitc to that- of 
Coromandel in the Gulph of Bengal.: ' * . r

In the beginning of the year 1746 the fquadron- returned to the 17-46.. 
coaft of Coromandel, -and were reinforced by- two 50 gun fhips, 
arid a fiigate ot 20 guns, from England:-: but at this time the 60 gan 
fl-fp, in which Mr, Barnet hoifted his flag, was found unfit for addon, 
and, together with the 20. gun (hip which came-fifft into India, was lent 
back to England.

There.
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1746. There was now cert,tin Imdligence that a French fquadron was prepa- 
V“ ‘v ' ing to coots on the coaft of Corom ndel, when that of the English was

deprived of one of its principal ad vantages,- by lofing Commodore Barnet, j  
who died at Fort St. David’s in April. His death, happening at a time 
when the Englifh affairs in India were threatned with danger, was gene- ■ 
rally regretted ah'a public M  , ami indeed he was a man of great abili­
ties -in Tea-affairs.

Early in the morning of the 25th of June, the Englifh quadrcn i 
cruiling to the Southward of Fort 3t. David, near Negapafnim, defcried 
that of the French arriving bn the coaft of Coromandel. It confuted of 
nine Ships, which were commanded by Mr. De la Bourdonnais, who had 
equipped them at the ilk of Mauritius, and afterwards, when Scattered 
by a-hurricane, had refitted them in the island of Madagascar, overcom­
ing the greateft,difficulties with fuch indefatigable perfeverance and a&i- 
vitv, as intitles him to a reputation equal to that or the ableft marine 
officer his country has produced. Of thefe Ships one mounted 26 guns, 
two 2 8 ,  outgo,, three 34, one .36, and that on board of which Mr,
De la Bourdonnais hoifted his flag mounted 70 guns, of which 60 were 
18 founders. There were but 14. other guns of this -fize in all the 
whole fquadron, the reft being 12 and 8 pounders. AU but the 70 gun 
ffh.jp were bored to mount more guns than the number with which Mr.
De la Bourdonnais had been able to equip them: and five of them were 
40 gun (hips. On board of the Ships were 3300 men, of .which 700 
were either Caffres or Lafcars :■  3 or 400 o f the whole number were 
rendered unfit for fervice by fitknefs.

The Englifh fquadron confifted of one 60 gun fbip, three of 50, one 
of 40, and onefrigate of 20 guns, which was tooi'mali to be brought 
into the aftion The number o f men did not amount to one half of that 
In the French fquadron • but the Englifh had greatly the advantage iii 
the weight of their cannon, by which the fortune of engagements at tea 
is at prefent generally decided: and they like wife doled better than the ; 
French, and were worked with much greater pull.

Mr. De la Bourdonnais, knowing the advantages and difadvantages of 
his force, bad determined to decide the impending engagement by board­

ing
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ing the Englifh fhips, if  it were poffible to bring his own into the fitua- 1746. 
tions neceflary tb-accomplifli this defign. Mr. Peyton, who commanded v"““v — 
the Englifh lqtudron, perceiving this intention, determined to engage 

• • with his fquadron nearer to the wind than that of the enemy, fince in
this fituation their efforts to board would be eafily avoided j arid a great 
part o f die day was employed in preferring this advantage. It was not 
until 4 in the afternoon that the fight began : it was maintained at fuch 
a didance that the fire of the i'mall arms from the French fhips, not- 
withftanding the great numbers and expeitnefs of their muiketeers, 
did very little execution; but, on the other hand, the cannon of the 
Engli/h, from the fame caufe, did much lefs than might have been ex­
pected from them in a clo&r engagement. The fight finifhed with the 
entrance o f the night 5. about 35 men were killed in the Englifh fqua­
dron, and the greatefl part of thefe on board the Medway’s Prize. W e 
are not exactly informed of the lofs futlained. by the French; but 
it was believed.that the killed and wounded together did not amount 
to lets than goo. One of their fhips, which mounted 30 guns, was 
in lefs than half an hour difhailed,. ai d fo much shattered, that, Im­
mediately after the action, Mr. De la Bourdonnais ordered her to pro­
ceed to Bengal, to be refitted in the Ganges.

The next morning Mr. Peyton called a council of war, when, on a 
review of the condition of the fquadron, it was not thought prudent, 
especially as the 60 gun fhip was. extreamly leaky, to venture a fecond 

y i '  engagement, before the damages it had fuftained were repaired- ft*con­
fluence of this refolution, the flaps made tail for the harbour of Trinca- 
nomaly in the ifiand o f Ceylon, and In the evening loft light oftheFrench 
fquadron, which had lain to the whole day:, as if challenging thc Engllfh,
Mia were to windward, to bear down and renew the This appear­
ance of refolution in Mr. De la Bourdonnais was n o -more than a feint, 
praftifed to deter the Englifh from doing whet he moil dreaded; for tnoffc 
of his (hips .‘had expended the greateft.part of their ammunition, and 
feveral of them had riot vidfuals on beard for twenty-four hours.

In the nrght of the. enfuing day the French fquadron, now confiding 
o f eigrtt.fhips, arrived in the road of. Pondicherry ; where Mr. Dupleix 

4 com-
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1746. ■ commanded, for the.French Eatl India company, all the elhblifliments'of 
fc|s- najjQtt in India, the. iflands of Mauritius and Bourbon excepted.
Thefe were under the government o f Mr. De la Bourdonnai-s, to whom 
all the operations of the fquadron were intruded, independent o f the con- 
troul of Mr, Dupleix.

The reputation and riches which it was probable Mr. De la Bourdon- 
nai . would gain in the command of his armament, created jealoufy in the 
.mind of-Mr. Dupleix. D*f Imfions arofe between the two commanders: 
but the a&ivfty of Mr. De la Bourdonnais did not differ the intent b  of  F : 
his nation to be facrificed to them. Knowing that the force which he 
commanded could not be employed by land with any probability of fuc- 
cefs, until the Englith fquadron should be either ruined or forced to quit 
the coaft of Coromandel; he determined to go In cpieft of them as foon 
as his own 11 lips were refitted and provided with j o  or 40 pieces more of 
heavy cannon than they mounted on leaving the ill and of Mauritius.

On the 24th of July the French fquadrou. failed from Pondicherry, 
working to the lout! ward againft the fouthein monloon, and on the 6th 
o f  Auguft difeovered the Englifli, which had been refitted at Tdnca- 
nomaly. T h e  Englith perceiving the addition o f cannon with which 
the enemy had been fuppHed at Pondicherry, avoided an engagement. % 
T h e  t wo fquadrons were three'days in light o f each other, after which, 
according to Mr, De ia Bourdonnats's account, the Engiifh ihip-s a- 
v ailing then delves of the advantage o f failing better than the French, 
di la up Aired. ,

Mr. De la Bourdonnais returned with his Ihipsto Pondicherry, imagin­
ing that the Englifii fquadron, although they did not think themfelves 
1: rotig enough to filk a general engagement, would remain on the coaft 
o f Coromandel, to deter him from attempting any operations againft the 
Englifh fettieroettts. But notwithftanding this opinion, he determined 
to lay liege to Madrafs.

The Engiilh informed of the preparations which were making 
at Pondicherry to attack, them, called on the N .bob to fulfil 
his promife of reftraming the French from committing hoftilities 
againft them by land- But they omitted to employ the moft certain

]< a|T :. ■ means, ■ .
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means, of obtaining his protection, by neglecting to accompany their 174b- 
application for his atMancc with a prefent of money. This ill-judged W v W  
pariimonv left the Nabob to lake-warm in their interefts, that although 
he did not give Mr. Duplei* a pofitive permiflion, he refrained from, 
making any preparations, or even from ufing menaces to prevent the 
French from attacking Madrafs.

This fettiement had been about 100 years the principal eftabli/htnent 
o f the English nation on the coaft of Coromandel, It was built in a ter ­
ritory granted by the Great Mogul to the Eaft India company, which ex­
tended about five miles along the fea-Ihore, and about one mile in land.
The town con lifted of three divifions j that to the iouth extended about 
400 yards in length from north to fouth, and about too yards in breadth 
none but the Englilh, or other Europeans under (licit protection, refided 
in this divifion, which contained about 50 good houies, an Englifh and 
a Roman Catholic church, together with the roil dunce of the faftory, 
and other buildings belonging to the company: it was furrounded with a 
fiend; wall, defended with four bullions and as many batteries, but 
theft- were very flight and defective in their eonitrudho.fr nor had they any 
outworks to defend them : this quarter has long been known in Europe 
by the name of Fort St. George, and was in India called for diftinftion 
the White Town. On the north of this, and contiguous, was another 
divifion, much larger and worfe fortified, in which were many very good 
habitations belonging to the Armenian and to the ridheft of the Indian 
merchants, who refided in the company 's territory : this quarter was called 
the Black Town, Beyond this divifion, and to the north of it, was a 
fuhurb, where the Indian natives of all ranks had their habitations pro- 
railcuouil/. Belides thefe three divifions, which cornpofcd the town of 
Madrals, there were two large and populous villages abpfit a mile to the 
fouciiward of it, within the company’s territory, and thefe were iikevvife 
inhabited by Indian natives.

The trade from England to the coaft of Coromandel, together with 
that which is carried on by meichants of various nations from one part 
of India to another, had railed Madrufs to a degree of opulence and re­
putation, which rendered it inferior to none of the European ettablifh-

K ments
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1746. ments in India, excepting Goa and Batavia. 'I here were 250,000 m- 
v.—v— habitants in the company’s territory, oi whkn the greateft part were 

natiyja of India.of various cafe and religions*, amongft thefc were three 
or four thoufand of thole Indian chriftians who call themfelves Portu- 
guefe, and pretend to be descended from tuat nation. Ihe Lnglifh in 
the colony did not exceed the number of 300 men : and 200 of thefe 
were the foldiers o f the garrifon j- but none of them, excepting two or 
three of their officers, had ever fecn any other Jervice than that of,the 
parade : the reft of the Englife inhabitants, fokly employed in the oc­
cupations of commerce, were dill more unfit for military fervioes. At 
tile fame time the defence of the place depended on this fmall number 
of Engliih fubjc&s: for it was known that the reft of the inhabitants, 
regarding themfelves as neutrals, would take flight on the fir ft approach 

of danger.
On the 18th of Auguft the French fquadron appeared arid cannonaded 

the town, but without doing any damage, They attempted to take a. 
fbip belonung to the hngliih company out of the mad j but flic mot c u 
into ffioal-water, fo near the batteries of the fort, that the French did not 
venture to attack her with arm’d boats j and it was evident, from the 
unfkilfalnefs of their operations during this cruife, that Mr, De Sa Bour- .* 
donnris did not command them in perfon: he was at this time in Pondi- U
cherry, corifned to his bed by ficknefs.

The protection of the E nglifli fet dements on the coaft o f Coroman­
del was the principal objedt for which the fquadron had been ‘feist into 
India; and their appearance before Madraf was at this time thought fo 
neceflary to its defence, that the Inhabitants were in hourly expectation 
of feeina them, although they had received no intelligence of them fmee >j 
they were laft icon, fix weeks before, by Mr. De la Baurdonnab. The 
consternation of thb town was therefore little Ids than ddpair, when it 
was reported that they had appeared on the 23d of Anguft 30 miles to 
the northward of Madrafs, in fight of the Dutch fettlement of Pah* 
liacatte from whence they had again put out to fea, and disappeared.
They proceeded to Bengal; for the 60 gun fhip was fo leaky, that it was 

 ̂ feared
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feared the (hock of firing her own cannon would fink her, if fltie fhouid 1746.
’ ) be brought into a engagement.

On the 3d of September the French fquadron anchored four leagues 
to the fouth of Madrafs, having on board the troops, artillery and ftores 
intended for the liege. Here a part of. the troops was landed, and 
marching along the coaft advanced the next day within cannon (hot of 
the town, where the reft of the foldiers were landed. The whole con­
fided of hoc Europeans, 400 Caffres, and 400 Indian natives dis­
ciplined in the European manner. There remained on board of the 
fquadron t8oo European mariners.

Mr. De la Bourdonnais directed Ills attack againft the White Town, 
in which the Englifih refided: the northern fide o f this divifion could 
not be attacked by cannon, as the houfes of the next divifion aimed: 
touched the wall, which■ feparated them from each other: the eaftern 
fide could only be battered from the fea; but the fouth and well lay 
open to the plain. On the 7th of September the French began to bom­
bard the town, from a battery o f nine mortars, which they creeled to 
the weftward, under the (heltcr of a large boufe, within 50q yard? of 
the walls. Jn the evening three of their largeft (hips drew as near as the 

. depth of water would permit, and cannonaded the town. In the night 
Mr. De la Bourdormais was flung into great perplexity by intelligence 
that fome large (hips were feen to the lotithward of Pondicherry }• 
which indeed was contrkMed in die morning: but the firft report 
caufed fo much alarm in the French camp, that they were preparing to 
refhip their heavy cannon.-

On the 8th of September the French had hotfbed a battery of five 
mortars to the fouth, and bombarded the town without intermiflion un­
til the next morning, when t.wo Englilh deputies wen*, to their camp, 
to treat with Mr, De la Bourdonuais, who infilled that the town 
(houkf be delivered' :o  to him on his own terms; and threatned, in 
cafe of refufal, to make a general allault. This refold tion avofe from 
his apprebenfion of the- return of the Kuglilh fquadron. As foon as the 
deputies returned, the bombardment recommenced, and continued until

K; 2 ’ the
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'< ^ ^ ^ '7 4 6 . die evening, when it was iulpended for two hours, during, the"conference 
o— q£ zQQtfax deputy feat from the town •/ after which it continued during 

the reft of the night.
The next morning, the 10th of September, the deputies returned to 

the French camp, and, after fome .altercations, contented to the articles 
of capitulation, which had been di&ated to them in the firft conference.
It was agreed that the English 1’hould furrcnder theinfelves prifoners of 
war: that the town Ihould be immediately delivered up; but tljIt it 
Ihould be afterwards ranfomed, Mr. De la Bourdonnais gave •’ his 
promife that he would fettle the ranfom on eafy and moderate terms. f

The capitulation was signed in the afternoon, when Mr. De 3a Botjr- 
donnais, at the head of a large body of troops, marched to the gates, 
where he received the keys from the governor. The French colours 
were immediately dif played; and, at the fame time, the.-Eoglifh Ihip 
belonging to the Eaft India company, which lay in the road, was taken 
pofieffion of without rdiftancc by the boats of the French fquadron.
There was not a man killed in the French camp during the liege: four 
or five Engliftimen were killed in the town by the cxplofion of the 
bombs, which iikewjfe deftroyed two or three houfes. From this pe­
riod it is ufeful to contemplate the progrefs made by the Englilh in In- 
dpftan, both in the fcience and fpirit of war. ■ ■ .

The Englilh inhabitants were permitted to refide without moleftation 
in their houfes; but the magazines and ware-houfes belonging to the 
Eaft India company: were taken pofitdlon o f by the French commit, 
lanes.

On the day in which Madrafs was furrendered, a meflenger from 
the Nabob An’war-adean Khan, difpatched for more expedition on a 
camel, arrived at Pondicherry, and delivered to Mr. Dupleix a letter, 
in which the Nabob exprefled great furprize at the prefumption of the 
French in attacking Madrafs without his permiffion, and threatned to 
fend bis army there, if  the fiege was not immediately railed. Mr. Du- 
pleix fent directions to his agent at Arcot to pacify the Nabob, by nro- 
miiing that the town, if taken, ihould be given up to him ; and by re-

prefen ting,
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^  prefer)ting, that the Engiifh would certainly be willing to pay him a
large Cum of money for the reftitution of fo valuable a poffefBon. “  v~*w 
By" this tranla&ion, Mr. Dupleix fir ft difeovered that he thought 
the right of difpofmg of.Madrafs, was inverted in himfclf as governor 
general o f the French eftabliihments in India.

But Mr. De la Bourdonnais, relying on his own commifllon, did not 
admit of this authority in the governor of Pondiche-. ry, and, conform­
able to his promife, proceeded to treat with the Engiifh for the tanfom 
of the town. Mr. Dupleix and the council of Pondicherry protefted 
againfl the treaty, as a meafbre highly detrimental to the intereils o f 
their nation, which, they laid, would be facrificed to private advantages, 
if Madrafs was not razed to the ground. Difputes enfued, which, for­
tunately for the Engiifh affairs, prevented many evils which in all pro­
bability would have befallen them if the councils uf the enemy had 
not been divided by thefts contentions. For on the 27th of September 
three flips of war, cue of 72, the others of 40 guns, with 1360 men 
on board, arrived at Pondicherry, and with this reinforcement, the 
French force was fufficient to have conquered the reft of the Engiifh 
fettleraents in Indoftan. Such indeed was the deftination and intention 
of De la Bourdonnais; and he would have immediately began to carry 
this plan of hoftilities into execution, if all his operations had nor been 
con trad idled- by Mr. Dupleix, and the council of Pondicherry.

However, the effedts of Madrafs, which Mr. De la Bourdonnais in­
tended to carry away in his fhips, were put on board by the ift o f 
October, and two of them, had failed to Pondicherry. Mr. Dupleix was 
not as yet reconciled to the treaty of ranfom, and Mr, De la Bourdonnais 
was determined not to leave Madrids before tie  governor and council 
of Pondicherry had given their approbation: at the % ne time his ex­
perience in the navigation of India fully apprized him o f the danger to 
which his flips were expofed, by remaining on the coaft of Coromandel 
at this critical feafon of the year.

In India the year is divided into two feafons. From the month of 
October to March the winds blow from the north, and during the reft 
of the year from the fouthern points of the compart: thefe feafons are

by
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--P0 ). by mariners called monfooas: the change from one to the other is gene- 
rally preceded by an interval of about twenty days, in which calms, or 
light and uncertain winds prevail: the fetting in of the northern monfoon of|.v 
generally:fells out feme time in- the month of October, as that of the 
louthern in the month of April On the coaft of Coromandel the 
northern monfoon fometimes begins with a violent tempeft or hurricane; 
and if the monfoon this in with moderation, it is often productive of 
tempoftuous weather at different intervals, until the ■ middle of December, 
and fometimes later; fe that it is held dangerous for any vdlcls to re­
main on the coaft after trie i jjth of October, or to return to it before the 
2 oth of December.

On the 2d of October the weather was remarkably fine and moderate 
all day. About midnight a furious ftorm arofe, and continued with the 
greateft violence until the noon of the next day. Six of the French fh.ips 
were in the read when the ftorm began, and not one of them was to 
be fcen at day-break. One put. be fore the wind, and was driven fo much 
to the Southward, that (he was not able to gain the coaft again: the 
70 gun fhip loft all her m alls: three others o f the Iquadron were like- i ‘! 
wife"difmafted, -and had fo much water in the hold, that the people on 
board expe&ed every minute to perish,■ notwSthftandiag they had thrown 
over-board all the cannon of the lower tier: the other (hip, during the 
few moments o f a whirlwind which happened lit the moft furious part *; 
o f the ftorm, was covered by the waves, and foundered in an inftant, 
and only fix o f the crew efeaped alive. Twenty other veftels be­
longing to different nations, were either driven on ( te e , or periflied 

at fea.
The other two (hips, laden with part of the effects of Madrafi, to­

gether with the three lately arrived from Europe, were at anchor in the 
road of:Pondicherry, where they felt no effect o f the ftorm which was 
raging at Madraft: It is obferved, that the violence of thefc hurricanes 
is generally confined to 60 or 80 miles m breadth, although' in their 
progrefs they generally blow quite acrofs the Bay o f Bengal.

The articles of the treaty of ranfotxi had been adiufted the day before 
the ftorm happened. It was agreed that the French' IhouJd evacuate the

town
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town by the 4th of Odiober and by one of the articles., the artillery and 1746. 
warlike fibres remaining in the town, were to be equally divided be- 
tween the French and Englilh,

Mr, Dupleix had reprefented to Mr. De la Bourdonnais, that he 
would not interfere in any traafadions with the Englifh after his depar­
ture, unlcfs the French remained in poffeifian of Madrals for fo much 
time as might be necdlary to adjuft all diicuffions arifing from the treaty.
Mr. De la Bourdonnais therefore reprefented to the Englifh, theneceffity 
to which he was reduced, by the obffinacy of Mr. Dupleix, of protrud­
ing for three months, the term in which he had agreed to put them in 
pafleffion of the town : the Englifh, apprebenfive that if they refufed to 
admit of this alteration, they fhould be left to the mercy of Mr. Dupleix 
without a treaty, acquiefced in this propofol; and the treaty was figned 

:m  on the noth of October.
All the merchandizes, and a part of the military ftores, belonging 

to the Eafi India company, together with all the naval ftores found in 
die town, had been laden on board of the French fjhips : thefe articles,, 
according to the computation made by the French, amounted to 130,000 
pounds fterling j and the gold and filver of which they took potTeihon to 
the value of 31,000 pounds fterling; the half of the artillary and mi­
litary notes was eftimated at 24,000 pounds fterling: all the other effects 
and merchandizes were relinquilhed to the proprietors of them. It was. 
agreed that the French fhould evacuate the town before the end of the' 
enfiling January, after which the Englilh were to remain in porteffion of 
it, without being attacked by them again during the war. Upon thefe 
conditions the governor and council o f  Madrals agreed to pay the fum of 
.t, 100,000 pagodas, or 440,000 pounds feeding. O f this fum 240,00a 
pounds were to be paid at Pondicherry* by fix equal payments, before 
the month o f Odober in the year 1 7 4 b : and for the remaining 200,000 
pounds, bills were drawr. on the Daft India company in London., pay­
able,a few months after they fhould. be prelented. The Englifh gave 
hoftages for the performance of this treaty.,

On the 12th of Odiober, Mr. De la Bourdonnais inverted one of the- 
council of Pondicherry, appointed, by Mr. Dupleix, with, the‘government

ofm  . -.■ . • ,
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"" 3 746. of MadiAiSi- and went on board of his own fhip, which had been 
^ v-~ »  refitted with jury mails. He anchored in the road of Pondicherry on 

the 1 'th, and failed from thence the 20th with feven (hips, intending to 
proceed to Achin ':'but forefeeing that a part o f them would probably 
be unable to reach that port, he formed the fquadron into two divifions 5 
one confided of the three ihips which arrived laft from Europe, together 
with another that had efcaped the florin : thefe were all in good condi­
tion > and were therefore ordered to make their way to Achin, without 
waiting for the other divifion, which confided of Mr. De la Bourf ,'nnais s 
70 gun fliip, one that had been difmafled, and a merchant-fhijp which 
had likewiie buffered in the ftorm. The four found ihips very foon tailed 
out of fight of their comrades: and Mr. De la Bourdonnais, finding that 
the fhattered condition of the other three rendered them incapable of 
gaining their ckftined port again ft a violent and contrary wind, made '■
fail for the ifland of Mauritius, where they anived in the beginning of 
December without any accident. He loon alter left Mauritius, which, 
from a forefl, he had rendered a flourifihing colony, and the arsenal of all 
the French military expeditions in India. Every body knows the treat­
ment he received on his arrival in France. The friends of Mr. Duplcix 
had influence enough at the court to get him Confined to the baftile, 
where he remained a prifoner almoft three years: upon an examination of 
his conduit, his jullification, proved by original papers; which have been 
made public, procured him his liberty. Had he lurvived the fubfequent 
ill fucceflcs of his-nation at fea, his abilities would probably have railed 
him to the higheft commands in the navy of France. His knowledge 
in mechanics rendered him capable of building a fhip' .rom the keel: 
his fkill in navigation, of ’conducing her to any part of the globe: f
and his courage, of defending her againft any equal force. In the con- 
dud of an expedition, he fuperintended all the details of the fervice, 
without being perplexed either with the variety or number of them.
His plans were Ample, his orders precife, and both the befl adapted 
to the fervice in which he was engaged. Ii*s application was mediant j 
and difficulties ferved only to encreafe his adivity, which always gave
the example of zeal to thofe he commanded.

4 . The
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The ftorm ruined the French marine force in India, and preferveot 1746. 
the English dlabUfhrnents from imminent danger :• but the events which v ’"y*’ 
enfued on the coaft of Coromandel, feem to have been the conlequence 
of that augmentation of troops, which Pondicherry acquired after 
the French fquadron was reduced to the incapacity of attemp.ng any 
farther expeditions .Mr. De la Bourdoiinais left behind him 1200 
difciplined men % 450 more were landed out of the three Blips which 
came laft into India, and 8 or 900 tailors were taken out of the Blips 
that remained on the coaft, and difciplined as foldiers. By which ad­
ditions the Forces of Pondicherry amounted to 3000 Europeans.

The Nabob An’war-ad can, very foon after the French bad taken 
Madrafs, began to fulpect, or had difeovered, that the promile of Mr. 

jt, Dupleix to. put him in poffcffion of the town, was a fraud employed 
to divert him from giving the Englilh any affiftance during the fiege.
He determined to revenge this affront by laying fiege to Madrafs; which 
lie made no doubt of taking from the French, with as much eafe as they 

' had taken it from the Englilh : for meafuring the military abilities of the 
Europeans, by the great refpedt and humility with which they had hi­
therto carried themfelves in all their tranfadtions with the Mogul 
government; he imagined that this fubmiffion in their behaviour 
proceeded from a confcioufnefs of the fuperior military prowds of the 
Moors.

Some of his troops arrived in the neighbourhood of Madrafs before 
Mr. De la Bourdonnais’s departure, and foon after, his eldeft fon Ma- 
phuze Khan with the reft.. The whole army amounted to to,coo 
men, and in veiled the town- two deputies were immediately fent 
to treat with him’, and thefe he kept prisoners. The French gover­
nor had received orders from Mr. Dupieix to refrain long as poffible 
from committing any heftilities agsinft Maphuze Khan, who imputed 

if this inaction to fear: and haying received information of the difipofitions 
which Mr. De'la Bourdonnais had made for the attack oi the place, he 
endeavoured to imitate them 5 great heaps of faggots and earth were 
brought to the fpot where lie French had erected one of their batteries 
o f  mortars againft the town * here the Moors intended to form a battery
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1746. of their cannon, which were fo old, as not to be Bred without rifk to 
thofe who managed them.

A (hallow river rarj along the weftern-fide of Madrafs: its outlet to 
the fea was about 700 yards to the foutji o f the White T ow n; but 
this was generally (topped by a mound, formed of the lands, which 
were continually thrown up by the furf. This obfiru&ion confining the 
waters of the river, rendered it o f as much defence as a wet ditch to 
that part of the town by which it paffed. The Nabob's army intended 
to efcalade the Black Town, of which the walls were low, and the baf- 
tions of very little flrength; this had been the projeft of Mr. Dc la 
Bcurdonnatf. To facilitate' their approach to the walls in a general aC* 
fault, they employed'a'great number of men ro-:CUt through the mound 
of fand, a practice which they were informed, the Englifh always made 
ufe df, whenever they' thought k neceffary to drain the river. At the ip J 1
fame time a large body of troops took pofTeflion of a fpring lying, about . ’
three miles to the 'north of the town, which was the only fottree from 
which the inhabitants were (applied with good water. Thefe meafures 
(hewed a degree of intelligence very uncommon in the military operations 
of the Moors. The French finding the waters of the river decreafe, 
and their communication with the fpring interrupted, commenced- 
hoftilmes, and fired from the baftions of the Black and White Town, 
upon the Moors, wherever they appeared; who immediately retreated 
from the mound, and the red of their ftations, which .were expofed to 
this fire; but dill kept pofTefiion of the ground near the fpring, which 
was out of the reach of cannon-ihot from the town.

The next day, being the 22d of Gdtoher, a body of 400 men, 
with two field pieces, marched out of the town, and attacked that 
quarter of the Nabob’s army, w&ich was encamped to the north- 
wed,' between the town and the fpring. Their cavalry mounted 
on the fitft alarm, and uniting their fquadroos, advanced with the 
appearance of refolution. Having never experienced the effed: of 
field pieces, they had no conception that it was poffible to fire, 
with execution, the fame piece of cannon five or fix times in a 
minute; for in the auk ward management of their own clum fey
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'artillery, they think they do well if they fire once in a quarter of an 1^46, 
hour. The French detachment concealed their two field pieces be- 
hind their line, until the enemy’s cavalry approached near chough to 
feel the full effedt of them; when the line opening to the right 
and left, tire field pieces began to fire: two or three o f the enemy’s 
horfes were killed by the firfi difcharge, which threw the whole body 
into confufion: however they kept their ground feme time, as i f  wait­
ing for an intermiffion o f the fire; but, finding that' it continued with 
vivacity, they took to flight with great precipitation. The French 
plundered their tents and baggage without interruption, and took two 
pieces o f cannon, fo little fit for feryice, that they flung them into a well.
They did not Me a man in the attack, and killed about feventy of the 
Moors, ’ ■ , , f  i

Maphuze Khan, immediately after this defeat, collected all his troops 
into one camp, about two miles to the Weft ward of the town : but upon 
hearing that the French expeded a reinforcement from Pondicherry,
Jie quitted this camp the next day, and took poffefficn'of S t  Thome, 
a town fitmted about four miles to the fouth o f Madrafs.

This place, once in the pofieffion of the Portuguefe, and during the 
time of flidr profpericy in India famous for the fplendor and riches of ' 
its inhabitants, has long fince been reduced to a town of little note or 
tefort, although it Kill gives title to a Portuguefe bifhop. The town had 
no defence, excepting here and there the remains of a rained w all: a 
Fiver ran into the fea from the weft, about a quarter of a mile to the 
fouth of the town. Maphuze Khan took pofleilion of the ftrabd be­
tween the river and the town with his whole army, and planted his ar­
tillery along the bank of the river.

On the 24th of October the French detachment arrived, by break of 
■ day, at the bank of the river oppofite to St. Thome, and found the 

Nabob’s troops, horfe and foot, drawn up on the other fide, to oppofe 
their pafiage. It had been concerted, that a party of 400 men fhould 
march from Madrafs, and attack the Moots on the northern fide of the 
town, at the lame time that the detachment from Poitditherry attacked 
them on the fouth 5 but the troops from Madrafs failed to arrive in time;

L  2 The •

• - I-ilSf: v; ' ' ;:S.

(  I l f  yfB ook.i. H ; s t o r y  or t h e  C a r n a t i c ,
* ** W. . / A _j



/!# GoW\ '' ■' v 4 ’ , - ' ’ ff , a/' i 1 t* t * >f ' / 1 ' , * ''
' ' ' ,y , 1 4 * ^

,_ J T « r  W a r  of  C o r o m a n d e l ., Bcok I, □ 1 j

1746. The other detachment neverthelefs advanced without hefintion to the 
v-'-,'-*—' attack. The river was fordable, and they palled it without lofs, not- 

withftandinfi: they were expo-fed to the fire of the enemy s artillery-, v/hica, 
as ufual, was very ill lerved, .As loon as they gained the oppofite oank,. 
they gave a general fire. oi. their ,mad arms, and then attacked with 
their bayonets. The..Moors, unaccuftomed to inch- hardy and precipt- 
tare onfiets, gave way, and retreated into the town, where they again 
made a (hew of refiftance from behind feme palliladoes which tney had 
planted in different parts o! the fouth fide. I he l  rench continued to 
advance in good, order, m dao fooner fired from three or four platoons 
than die Moors gave way again ; when the horfe and loot falling, bach 
rromifcdoufl) on each other in the narrow ftteets oi the town, the con- 
fufion of the throng was fo great, that they remained for tome time ex- ... 
poled to the fire of the French, without being able to make refiftance, or 
to retreat, Many were killed before the whole army could get out o f 
the town, and gain th. plain to the westward. Their general, Ma- 
phuze Khan, mounted on an elephant, on wnich the great fland,ud of 
-.he Carnatic was difplayed, was one o f the firft who made his cfcape. -
T h ey  were fcarcely tied out of the town before the detachment from 
MaJrafs arrived, and alfifted in .the pillage oi me enemys baggage, a- 
moug which.were foir.e valuable effects: many Lories and oxen, and 
(, we camels were likewise taken. It is laid, that the French troops 
murdered fotne of the Moors whom they found concealed in the houles 
they were plundering. This deteat flruck iuch a terror into toe Nabpb-s 
army, that they immediately retreated! foroe miles, from Madrafs, - and 

foon after returned to Arcot.
It was now more than a century lines any of the European nations had 

rained a decifive<advantange in war againft the officers of.the Great - 
Mogul. The experience ,01 former unfucce.lsful enterprizes, and tue 
fcantinefs o f military abilities which prevailed in all the colonies, from . 1 
|  ]ong difuie of arms, had perfuaded them that the Moors were a 
brave and formidable enemy} when the French at once broke -through 
the charm of this timorous opinion, by defeating a whole army-with a 

fiugle battalion. , .
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The officer who commanded the detachment, which routed the Moors 
at St. Thome, was a Swift, named Paradis. He had gamed the favour 
of M r. Dupleix, bv manifelling a violent enmity again# M r.De laBour- 
donnais: and Mr.U.upleix regarding him as the moft proper perfon to 
carry into execution any oppofeion to Mr. De la Bourdon n aids mea- 
fiires, appointed Paradis governor of Madrafs. At the feme time, me 
French inhabitants of Pondicherry, hilru&ed by Mr Dapleix’s cmifla- 
ries, affiembled and drew up a reprefentation, addrefled to Mr. Uupleix 
and the council, in which they let forth the neceffity, as they pretended, 
of annulling the. treaty of ranfora. Mr. - Dupleix, and. the council of 
Pondicherry, affefting t ■ rcfpe# the general voice of the inhabitants, 
which they had fubomed, inftruded Paradis to execute this rcfolutien.
On the 30th of October, the inhabitants' of Madrafs were called toge­
ther ; the French garrifon was drawn up under arms, and a manifefto, 
addrelTed to the EngM i, was publicly read. This paper contained the 
following declaration and injunctions 1

T h e treaty pi ranfom made with Mr. D e k  Bourdonnais was declared 
nuIi, The Engtifh were enjoined to deliver up the keys of all maga­
zines without exception: all merchandizes, plate, provisions, warlike 
ifores, artd horfee, were declared the property of the French company ; 
but the Engiiih were permitted to difpofe of their moveables, cloaths, . ,
and die jewels of the women : they were required to give their parole 
not to ad againil the French .nation until they dioulc be exchanged; 
and it was declared, that thofe who refufed to obey this iojun&ion,
{should be. arretted and lent to FondleKerry. All, excepting fuch as vveie 
willing-to take the oath of allegiance to the French King, were ordered 
to quit the town in four days, and were prohibited from taking up their 
refidence within the bounds -of Madrafs, or in any of the country’homes 
belonging to the Engiiih without thofe bounds,

Such injurious and diftrefsiul termsaggravate® the iniquity of that 
breach of public faith which produced them.

The French’ put their manifefjb into execution with the utmoft 
rigour, and took, poffsfiion of toe effects of the Lngl.fli with an avarici­
ous exa&itude rarely pradifed by thofe who fuddenly acquire valuable 
booties: the fortunes of moft of the Englifh inhabitants were ruined,

4 The
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Hi 5746. :>c governor and 7everal of the principal inhabitants were conduced,

* t y  an cfcort of 400 men, to Pondicherry : here Mr. Duplci-x, under

f  pretence or doing them honour, caufed them to enter the town in an often*
rations proceffion, which expofed .them to the view of 50,000 fpeclators, 
like priioners ted in triumph. Others of the inhabitants, with leveral 
of the -military officers, refolded not to give- their parole, aikdging very 
juftly, that trie breach, of the treaty of ranlom releafed them from that 
which they had given to Mr, De la Bourdormais: and thefe made their 
efcape out of the town by night, and, travelling through the country by 
various roads, went to the Eoglilh fettiement of Fort St. David.

'I'he Eaft India company was here in pofleffion of a territory larger 
than that of Madrafi: it had beers purchafed, about a hundred years 
before, from the Incite n prince of the country j and their title to it was 
confirmed by the Mogul’s viceroy, when the Moors conquered the Car­
natic. The fort was fituated near the fe$ 12 miles to the fbuth o f 
Pondicherry: it was final!, but better fortified than any of its fize in 
Indxa, and ferved as a citadel to the company’s territory. About a mile 
to the fbuth. of it was fituated the town of Cudd-alore, in which the .prin­
cipal Indian merchants, and many of the natives dependent on the 
company K&led. This town extended ; 200 yards from north to fouth, 
and 9©o from eaft to weft: three of its fidt-s were defended by walls 
flanked with baftions j that to the fea was for the greateft part open j 
but a river palling from the weftward between Fort St, David and the 
town, flowed, juft before it gains the fea, along the eaftern fide o f the 
town, of which whiift it washed the fkirts on one hand, it was on the 
other ieparated from the fea by a mound of land, which the furf throws 
upon the fhore in moft parts of the coalL To the weftward of the fort,
.and within the company’s territory, were two or three populous villages, 
inhabited by the natives". The government of Fort St. David depended 
on that of Madrafs, to which it was immediately the next in rank: 
bat on the breach of the treaty of ranfcm, the company’s agents 
at Fort St. David, regarding thofe of Madrafs as priioners to the French, 
took upon themfelves the general adminiftration on the coaft o f Coro­
mandel.

They
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They began their adminiftnhon by applying to the Nabob ‘ of Areot 1746, 
for,his affi(lance againft the French, by whom they expected every hy v~ 
to be attacked, 1 he defeat of JViaphuae Khan at St. Thome had ir­
ritated the Moors fo much againft that nation, that the Nabob readily 
engaged to fend his army to Fort St. David, on condition that theEng- 
Lfh would furniill part of the expence. This pfopofid being agreed to, 
tiie army prepared to take the held in two bodies, one commanded bv 
Maphuze Khan, and the other by his brother Mahomed-aliy.

In the beginning of December Mr. Dupfeix recalled Paradis from 
Madrafs to Ppndieheriy, interming to give hito the command or an e x ­
pedition he was preparing againii Port St, David. Paradis fet out with 
a detachment of 300 Europeans,.; and; took the opportunity ofthisefeort 
to carry away what booty he had collected in his government. Ma- 
phuze Khan, defirofts to revenge the defeat of St, Thome, refolved to 
intercept this detachment j and waked for it, with 3000 horfc and 2000 
foot, about ten miles to the north of Sadrafs, a Dutch fettfement lying 
30 miles to the fouth of Madrafs. The detachment marched in two 
bodies j one before and one behind the baggage, which was carried by 
Coolies, a call of Indians whofe foie occupation is to. carry burthens, 
i  he Moorifh cavalry continually barrafted the rear, retreating as feon 
as the French prepared to fire, and returning as (bon as they re­
newed their march: the infantry armed with match-locks, fired from 
the dieter of thickets and other covers at too great a diftance to do exe­
cution. However thefe attacks greatly retarded the progrefs of the de­
facement j and Paradis, apprehensive of being overtaken by the night 
m itle °Pen P*aln» ordered his baggage to proceed before the fcrft divifion, 
and  ̂ then, marched away himfelf with this.-body as .fall as poffible 
tu Sadrals, l̂eaving the rear to maintain the figbr as they could-,

„ who nevertheless did not lofe courage, and by .never firing until the 
enemy were within certain reach of execution, made their way good 
to SadraP, with he lofs of 12 men, who faukering on the way were 
taken/ Thtfe • primers Mapfaaxe Khan fhewed as an incontcftifcl* 
p.uor or Vidory , and . ibis opioou was in ioitie meaforc confirmed 
-V the conduct of Paradis, after his arrival at Sadrafs, not von- 
tunng to proceed until lie had been reinforced by a large detach-

. . men t.
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17^6, ment from Pondicherry•» which it is probable he had only demanded 
v—-v—«’ for the greater Iecurity of hk  own baggage, which confided of valuable 

effeds* Maphuze Khan, fatisfied with the advantage he had gained, 
left the jfca-coaft the day after the action, and proceeded to join his 
brother Mahomed-aUy, who had taken the field,.

The troops dhftined to attack Fort St, David aflembled at Allan- 
copan?, a fin all fort built by the French about two miles to the fouth- 
weit of Pondicherry, and about, one mile and a half from the feat but 
the officers refufing to admit Mr. Paradis to command them, in pre­
ludes to the right of bis fenidrs in the fcrvice j the command was given 
to Mr. Bury, the o’ldeff officer of the French troops in India.

The European troops in the fervice of the colonies eftablilhed in 
Indoftan, never confined inti rely of natives of that country to which the 
■ colony belongs: on the contrary, cue half at lea ft was competed of men 
of all the nations in Europe. The chriftians, who call themfelves 
Portuguese, always formed part of a gar: non: they are littleTuperior 
in courage to the lower cafts of Indians, and greatly inferior to the 
highercafts. as 'well as to the northern Moors of Indoftanj bntbc- 
caufc they learn the manual exerdle and the duties -of a parade with 
fofffcier.t readinefs, and are dad like Europeans, they are incorporated 
into the companies of'European troops. From wearing a hat, rhefe 
pretended Portuguefe obtained amongft the natives of India the name of 
Topafies 5 by which name the Europeans likewife diftinguitb them, The S |  
Indian natives, and Moors, who are trained in the European manner, 
are called Sepoys: in taking our arms and military evercife, they do not 
quit their own drefs or any other of their cuftoms. The Sepoys are 
formed into companies and battalion?, and Commanded by officers of 
their own nation and religion. Thofe troops of the natives, who bring 
with them their own arms, and Continue their own manner of ufing * 
them, retain the names' they bear in their fcvcral countries 5 but on the 
coaft of Coromandel the Europeans diftinguilh all thefe undifeiplined 
troops, whether armed with fwords and targets, with bows and arrows, 
with pikes and lances, with match-locks,' or even with muikets, by the 
general name cf Peons.

In
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In the night of the 8th of December the French army fet out from 1746. 
Anancopang, and arrived the next morning, by break of day, at the u-'’v W  
•rsver Panna, which runs into the ibn ahem a mils and a half to the 
north of Fort St. David-: their force com:fled of 1700 men, for the 
moil part Europeans, o f .which p  wire cavalry : they h.id one or two 
companies of Caffie Haves, natives ot Madagafcar and of the eaftem 
coaft of Africa5 which had been difdplined, and brought into India, 
by Mr. De la Bourdonnais. Their artillery .confided of fix field pieces, 
and as many mortars.

I he gamma of tori St. David, with the addition of the officers and 
foldiers who had made their efcaps from Madrafs, confided of no more 
tlian 200 Europeans, and 100 fopafles. Thefe were intended to de- 
len.d the tot f : and as the Nlabjob s behaviour, when Mad rats was at- 
tacked by De h  Bourdonnais, had caufed the Englifli to fafpedt hi, 
cflurances .of atMaiice, .they hired 2.0.0c Feans for the defence of Cud 
dalore and the company’s territory, and diftributed 8 or 900 mufquets 

/ f  , amongfi them. At; this time the Ebglifh had not adopted the idea ot 
training the Indian natives in the European difeipline, notwithftandiog 
die ..French,, trad ict the example, by ,nu(iog four cr five companies 
o f Sepoys at Pondicherry,

The French As my crofled the ri ver Panna, and entered the company’s 
territory without any ether oppofition than the fire of tome of the Peons, 
who galled them a little from behind thickets, and-other covers j but re~ ’ 
treated , as foon as fired upon by the enemy’s field-pieces. At the difiance 
of a mile and half to the north-weft of Fort St, David was a country: 
liotjfe appointed for the reiidence of the governor, behind which, to-the 
-north, was a large garden inclofed with a brick wall, and b efo re 'the 
houfe, to the fouth, a court with buildings on each Tick of it. The ford 
where the french had pafied the river was about a quarter of a mile 
from the garden,, m which feme Peons were, .ftationed; whom the 
enemy loom difiodged. Mr. Dupleix having received intelligence that 
the Naboo bad feat,no.more than 1500 men.’to the afliftance of the 
Englifb, had feflnifed Mr, Bury to march through the company’s 
teiutory, and aS.uk the town of Cnddalore. The French, ■ haying met 
with no other rehftance than from the irregular fkirmiffies of the Peon*
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