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| 7 , 6 fufeeaed no other attacks crd irom th : confidence the M en s, *at.jggetf 
o  v/ ‘h a march of twelve miles, were per hied, as foon a. they baa ta -*m 

n o M o n  of the garden, to lay down their arm ,, and the officers neg- 
Itf.-d to ftation guards, or to take the ufual precautions 'vinca an. go* 
neraUv dv.u^t indifpenfible againft a furpdee. In a tewmmutes toe 
whole' army "had quitted their arms, and every roan was firaggnti*, ; ‘cf  
co-du,H to h,3 own inclination : feme wore cutting wooa to dren; men 
n y,5 "fome were cooking it, fume were eating, and others we,e luu. 
aown to deep: the Coolies and the Indians can d yin g  the camels, carts,
-,d oxer, lader with the baggage, uncharged * proroilcuoufly m ti u 

the garder-houSc, turi * »

ncral dUbrtte, when a Urge b * J y 'd«»«*. “  T | d - ’w ehtlie  C
covered appioaebitig »l gout, omcr from t A -  ’ W ',
Nabob's army, coumling of 6000 horfe and 00 foe. m w i u,. n  r. - 
mend o f his t o  MUph-S* Kbon end M ahom ciM I,, who having on. u. 
the forces they fcp.rt.tdy comm tried, had amved the pre»d.ng day 
0„ the plain of ChimanMum, font miles u> fine weft of I or.

‘ E f  iy man ran to his aims in con fu te, and their terror prevented them 
from conceiving the advantage o f their Iduatien in the garden, * e  walls 
of Which totted them front the attack oi cavalry : but im ag in g  In... 
their fafety conftftcd tr. W ofting the met before they .hould be .tuck,-., 
they honied out' o f  the garden into the open plant ; all, except.ng the 
artillery, in much diforder. The enemy came up before they teachcd 
the river. The Peons of the Nobob’s army, joined by thole belonging 
to the EngWh, intermixed with the cavalry, and kept up a con.tant but 
irregular fire, vvhihi the cavalry advanced fword m hand ra V ciu n  
ontetSi hut they were always repiiifed by the fire of the artulery. _

As foon as the French troops had gaine d the bank, they # ig e d  uho 
the river, where the water wad Nnr Net deep, and .many flung away 
their arms before they reached she other fide; bat the aihW y con-- 
tinned to preltryc their courage, and laved the held-pieces, transporting 
•them over the river ooc after another, and tuning them again upon 
the enemy as foon as they were landed on the oppose bank. ^

■
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■ €$'' The Englifh at Fort Sr, David were apprized of the arrival of the 174C.
Nabob's army at Chirrsoudalum j and the whole garrifon, excepting 50 ' • ~’~J
Topaffes, failkd out as icon as they perceived the French retreating, 
but did not come up in time to affift in interrupting their paflage 
over the river. Having prevailed upon the Nabob’s army to accom­
pany. them, they advanced in nurfuk of the French, but did not over­
take them until they, had marched fix miles on the other ilie of the 
river. By this time -the French-troops had recovered from their1 panic, 
and were draw it up in fuel? good order, that it was not thought -prudent 
•to attack, them. They continued their martjh to Arianepgan'g, where 
they arrived at /even in the evening, having been in motion, with very 
little refpite, for 24 hours. On a review of the ftate of their army, 
it was found that 1:20 of their Europeans had been wounded, and 12 
killed. They had left behind them at td  gardes all the baggage, which 
was come up before the Moor., appeared, The Englilh, on their return 
from the purfuit, found li-reral chefts of tnofquefs, and other military 
(lores; but a body o f the Nabob's cavalry had plundered all the reft of 
the baggage as icon as the French quitted the garden.

Mr. Dupldx judging, from the ill fuccefe of ibis expedition, .that 
any open attempts agaioft the Englilh at .Fort St. David would be fruf- 
trated -whilft the Moors continued to i f  hi them, entered Into a cor-* 
refpondence with the Nabob and Maphuue Khan, to induce them to 
withdraw their troops: and at the fame time he 'formed a project to 
take Cuddalore by furprize. ’ The French, army continued at Arianeo- 
paj.g; and on the n.glit of the 30th of December ?oo men embarked in 
boats, with orders to pr reed by fea to Cuddalore, where they were to 
enter the' river which runs along the eaftern hue, and- to attack this 
open quarter of the town at break of day. The boats were Icarcely 
through the furf, when the wind role from the loath, and blew fo hard 
that feveral of them tilled with w.atei, and all were obliged to put back.
The furf beat jo high on the There, that the foldiers flung away their 
arms, as dangerous incumbrances; for in high fans the boat is quitted 
as loon as it touches the ground, Id! the fucceedsng wave flbouU break 
upon it, and overwhelm thole who ar in it.

M 2 Mr.
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1746. Mr. Dupleix, thus difappointed a fecond time in his views againft 
Cucidalcre, finding that.the Nabob's army (till continued with the 
EngHffi, attempted to caufe a diverfion of their troops, by carrying the 
war into the Nabob’s country near JViadraft A detachment from the 
town marched 20 miles.inland, burning and deftroying villages with­
out refinance; for tiie inhabitants' took’, to flight u they approached , 
and the Nabob had no troops in that part of his country. The French 
found large quantities of grain in feveral places, which they fet fire to* 
for want of means to carry it away. They gained no advantage but 
plunder by this expedition ; for the Moors remained at Fort St. David, 
and the Nabob was more exafperated than before.

, 747. On the 9th of January the four fiiips, that compoied the iargefl di 
vifio’n of the fquadron in which Mr. dc la Bourdonnais quitted the coaft, 
returned from Achin to Pondicherry. Mr, Dupleix informed the Nabob 
of their arrival, exaggerated the addition of force which- Pondicherry 
received from it, and’at the- fame time reprefentcd the Sngliih at Fort 
St. David as a handful of men abandoned by the reft of their coun­
trymen. The princes- of Indoftan, as well as their fubjeds, take no 
pains to inform thcmfelves of any affairs excepting thofe of their own- . 
country 5 and the long abfenceof the Englifh (quadror. joined to the pre­
cipitation with which it Had quitted the coaft in September, concurred 
with Mr. Dupleix’s affections;. to make the Moors believe that the Erw- 
lifh concerns in India were becoming defperate. The. governments 
of Xndofkn have no idea of national honour in the conduct of their 
polities ; and as foon as they think the party with whom they are engaged 
is reduced to great diftrefs, they drift, without hefitation, their alliance to 
the oppciiW fide, "making, immediate advantage the only rule of their 
action. The Nabob ordered his ion Maphusse Khan to liilcn-to'-Mr.- 
Dupleix’s propofols of an accommodation, and font back to Pondicherry 
the two (I,.puties who had been detained prifetiers by Maphuze Khan, 
when he invefted Madrafs. One of thefe prifoners was nephew to Mr.
Dupleix, and the other a member of the council of Pondicherry : they 
had been kept, at Arcot during their captivity, and were perhaps the 
only Europeans, excepting feme vagabonds and Jejfuits, who had made 
fq long a rdidencefin the capital of the Carnatic, fihce the province had

-c been
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been conquered by the Great Mogul, The Moors had hitherto been ^1747. 
careful to prevent Europeans from informing themfelves of the ftate of 
the country, and the Europeans, folely employed in commerce, were 
fo little felicitous of acquiring fuch information, that at this time they 
knew as little of Arcot as of Delhi.

But Mr. Dupleix, while he was perfuading the Nabob that the 
Englifh affairs were without refource, was himfelf apprehenfive of the 
return of their fquadron, and did not think.the fhips arrived from Achin 

* a force Sufficient to encounter it: therefore, as foon as he found that 
there was a probability of withdrawing the-Moors from the ailiftance of 
the Englifh, he ordered the fhips to quit the coaft of Coromandel.
They left Pondicherry the 8th of February, and failed to Goa, the 
capital of the Portuguese fettlernents in India. A  few days alter, Ma- 
phuze Khan came to Pondicherry, where lie was received with pomp 
and much refpect. Mr. Dupleix paid him 50,000 rupees in money, 
and made him a prefenf -of European trinkets to the value of 100,000 
rupees more: a peace was concluded between the French and the Na­
bob, who recalled his army from Fort St. David, The, Englifh at Fort 
St. David had not hitherto received any fupplies either from Europe or 
.the colonies in India.

A Chip from England belonging to the company appeared in fight of 
Madrafs in the month of November, and ignorant of the lofs of the 
place, .approached the road. The governor Paradis, immediately hoi fl­
ed English colours in the tow-n, and lent feme foldicrs on board of the 
ffiip which .'was .taken when Madrafs furrendered. This drip likewife 
honied 'Englifh-colours.... The fhip from the fea, deceived by thefe ap- 
pc.trances*, call 'anchor near the prize, which immediately attacked her, 
but in *.j unikilful. a manner, that Paradis apprehending the prize herfelf 
would be taken, began to fire from the.'batteries c f the town upon the 
Englifh fhip, which, .discovering by thefe hoflilitjes that.Madrafs was in. 
poffefiion of the French, weighed her anchor, and went out of the road 
without having received any damage. In January another fhip from 
England came to an anchor before M s draft: the french immediately 
feat, by a fifhing-float, a letter written in Englifh, pretending that the 
town-was in veiled by the Moors, and that they fhould immediately lend 

4 , boats.
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: ~4“ . boats to bring on Chore the treafiire and‘the loldiers. 1  he captain, de« 
ccjvcc{ by tbk letter, as wdi as by n e flag which was flying in the town, 
entertained no lufptcion, and permitted the boats to come to the flap 
without examination. A number ot foidiers were concealed jd them, 
who in the fame jnfb.nl boarded the fliip from different quarters. The 
preatefl. part of the fbip s company were enfeebled by tne lcurvy, and 
thole who were capable of making refinance Were lb much ftirprifed, 
that they were eaffly overpowered. This was a rich prize, having on 
board befides merchandizes 60,000 pounds ftcrling in bullion. In the 
interval another of the company’s flaps anchored in the road of Fort St.
David, where the governor immediately* font off a letter to the captain, 
acquainting him with the Ids of Madrafs, of the great fupericrity of the  ̂ .
f  reir'h force on the couft of Coromandel, anti of the diftidies to which 
the fort was reduced by the want both of men and money. The fliip 
was, as dual, configned tc Ibe governor and council of " Madfafi.; and 
the diftrefies of Fort St David, inffead of inducing the captain to affid 
them, only fuggefied to him the rifle, to which his own fortune might 
k,  *vrinifed bv landing the company’s treafure, contrary to the letter of 
hh inftruclions, in a fettle merit threaded with ffich imminent danger: 
jve therefore refined to comply with the requeft of the governor,
. r,d fet fail for Bengal without landing the fcidiers, or any part 
of the crap. Thcfc M fter accidents fervad to confirm Mr. Du- 
ph ix’s a fieri ions, even, in. the opinion of the linglcn tiiemfeives, that their 
function was growing defperate, when atlaft, on the t 9th, of February, 
tfie Blip which had efcaped out of the road of "Madrafs in November 
came from Ceylon, and landed 60,0001. in-fiber, together with 20 
recruits for the, garrifon : the money "was a very important fupply j for
the treafury of Fort St. David was. almcft ■ exhausted vrficn "the fliip ar- 
• 1FiV l.U - -■ v.A:':;h

The French army appeared in fight of Fort St. David in tits monv 
5p0. 0! the 2d of March : it confined of the fame troops which had 
been routed by the Moors at the garden: but Mr, Di-pleix had now 
,.,-evailed on tfie qiScers to receive Mr.. Paradis for their commander.
The Endifh g’arrifbn marched out. with three field pieces, and a troop 
of liorfe computed chiefly of volunteers, to prevent the French from

eroding
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croffiug the river Farina, and found them drawn up about 600 yards i/$7-  
..on the other fide of It: they cannonaded one another during toe greatefl: v
part of t! 0 day i and in the evening part of tire French army eroded the 
river, out of the reach "of canhon-fhct, to the weft ward: the horfe were 
detached to reconnoitre them, and returned with the lofs of two men 
killed by the fire ef the-French Caflies; upon which all the troops re- 
treated to the fort. Of the EugMi 12 men, and of the French 22, 
were killed during the cannonade. Before morning the whole Frer/; 
army had patlld the river, arid taken poiieffion of the garden. A  few 
hours afterwards a number of fhips were defined in the offing, ap­
proaching the _ too cl: theft t||p%bo Englifh fquadron from B e n e : . i 1 , 

■ Tiie French no^w-tfjw^ce'ivod than'than they rccr fled the river-, and 
in.’ » • .■ pr |tl wards F

The fquadron had bjJp reifljforted «n Bengal by. the arrival of two 
fiiips, one of 60 ggn’̂ dfid the, other of 40, lent from. England with 
admiral Griffin. Iffse of Bengal lent in the fquadron a com­
pany of 100 Europeans, who were landed as foon as the fhips an­
chored; and Mr. Griffin likewife-went on bore with 150 marines and 
500 tailors; but thefe were only intended to be a temporary aug­
mentation 'of the gamier.^ -The fhips were (bon"after ftationed in 
fight of Pondicherry, where -.Heir appearance m|de Mr. Dupleix recai 
the French army into the town.

L> the month of June, a reinforcement of 160 Europeans, 200 
Topaffies, and 100 Sepoys, arrived from Bombay, and 400 Sepoys from, 
the Englifh fcttlcment of Tellicherry: 150 foldiert, came like wife in the 
company’s fhips in tin courts of the year from Europe. In September, 
the fquadron failed to Madrais, and their boats fet. .fire to and deftrbyed, 
in the road, the Neptune of 50 guns, one of the fhips of Mr. De life, 
Bourdonnais’s fquadron, which had remained on. the coaft ever fince Ms 
departure. '

Nutwithlxanding the-approach of the ftormy monfoon in October, Mr.
Griffin determined to continue with the fquadron in fight of Fort St*.
David ; the monfoon began and continued, without any violent hurri­
cane ;; but the weather was notmthftanding fo ffiormy that, only two of 
die fhips, one of which was the admiral, were able to keep their fta- 

5 tions-
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f  7 4 7 .  tions. The reft made fail to the Bay of Trincanomaly in Ceylon} to 
— J which place Mr. Griffin with the other ih b  likewife went in December 

to uke in wood and water, and returned to Fort St. David in the begin­
ning of the year 1748 with all the fquadion, excepting the Medway.
This (hip, which hud -been the firft caufis o f the Engiuh dilgraces and 
misfortunes in India, was in lb bud a condidon, that the was fobn after 
coudemued as'unfit.for Lrvicc j die hrd been L.ve down at Calcutta in 
Bengal; but her l-.-ikv had not Men thoroughly repaired, 

a 74S, in the month of January 1748, Major Laurence arrived from England 
at Fort St,David, with a comnii&ofl to command all the Eaf. India 
company's forces in India. At tins time intelligence was received that 
Mr. Dimieix was preparing to make another attempt againft Cudda- 
lare: upon which the Major ordered ‘all die troops at. Fort St. David 
to form'a camp between the garden '.ami the river Panns. Here they 
continued ferae time; when it was difeoVcred that the commander of 
the Tel lichen y Sepoys, a Moor, had formed a deign to defer t with 
all his men to the French, in the firft engagement that fhould happen.
This diicovery led to others. It was found that an Indian, who, be­
fore Mad rafts was loft, had acted ac interpreter and agent of the Engl iih 
governor of that place, carried on a correspondence with the wife of 
Mr. Derpleix in the Malabar language, which Hie underftoed. When 
the governor was removed by the French to Pondicherry, this man 
accompanied him 1 and Mrs. Dupka, by civilities and piomifes, engaged 
him to give her intelligence of the tranfaftiohs of the English at Fort 
St. David, which he had for Tome time done with great punctuality.
The fads Wete proved • and the traitor, with another Indian Ills accom­
plice, was hanged. The •.commands* of the Tdlichcrry Grow,, with 
ten other officers belonging to that body, were banifhed to the ifla’nd of 
St. Helena, where feverai of them affifted one another in putting an end 
to their lives, rather than remain infiavery in a place, of which the litu- 
ation excluded them from all hopes of being able to make their efcape 
to their native country.

The four French fhlps which failed from Pondicherry in February 
,1747, left Goa and the coaft o f Malabar in October, and failed to the 
jiland o f Mauritius. They were here joined by three pt-hers, one o f 50

’ , ( * * ft. * and

' ' ‘ W  £r> ' \ -' ' ' ' ■ :, . y ' : • 'rift ft- . ft,.:. ; ;oft 'ft, k./ftM. , ft ,, ft: ':ftft;;. -ft ft'f. ft̂k̂ft ft-w'ftft ;:ft;';': ft.-''-;-v. : ’



and two of 40 guns, font from France- The two 40 gun thips Had been ^ 7 4  
m India- and had taken an Englifh Eafi India thip in fight of the ifknd 
of Bombay. This prize would have been very confiderable, had not 
the vigilance of the governor of the iftand laved the lilver that was on 
board, by fending from the Shore two filling-boats, which brought away 
thetreafure, whilft the (hip was defending itfelf againft the enemy.

On the 9th of June at night the Englilh 20 gun (hip returned from a 
cruize, and brought intelligence to Fort St. David, that (lie had discovered 
feven large (hips and two (mailer veffeJs to the Jfouth. Thele were the 
French fquadron which had failed from Mauritius in the latter end of 
April. The English fquadron, lately reinforced by three Ships from 
England, was now composed of three (hips o f 6.0 guns, three of 50, 
three of 40, and one of 2.0 guns. Thefe were at anchor in the road? 
but the rudders of t wo of the 40 gun (hips were unhung, and Mr. Griffin 
and feveral o f the officers were on (here, where many of the men were 
likewife, in the hofpital.

Dui-ing the fouthem moafoon the wind blows conftandy from the 
fouth-weft in all parts o f the bay of Bengal, except at the.diftance of to 
or 15 leagues from the lands and here it generally changes in 24 
hours, blowing a part of this time from the lea at fouth-eali, and during 
the reft from the land at fouth-weft : the lend-wind generally riles about 
midnight, .and lafts till noon, but it is not always confined to this inter­
vals for feme days it continues until the evening, and at other times, 
when very ft rung, blows for three or four days without interruption 
The fea-wind very feldom continues more than ra hours, and, is gene­
rally preceded by a (hort interval of calm. During the fouthem tnon- 
foon the currents, as well near the land as out at tea, drive ftrongly to 
the north.

A (hip during the fea-wind cannot gain way to the fouth j for the fca 
is then rough, and the wind feldom Inclines to the daft of the fouth- 
eaft point: but as the land-wind often veers to the weft point, and al­
ways renders the lea fmooth within light of the coaft* (hips bound to 
the fouth make feme progrefs during this wind, and either drop anchor 
to maintain their ground if they are near fhore when the lanu-vvind 
fails, or if they are at tome dilhoce they continue under fail, and with

N  the
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i -.; 8. the fta-wind'come, near the fhore, where they are ready to avail them- 
5^  -' (e lv e s  again o f  the land- wind as foon as it Jots in. ■ By thefe operations .1 

a vefill that fails well femetiroes gets ten or fifteen miles to the fouth in 
a day; but it is not uncommon to fee others employed a month in get­
ting only too miles to the fouthward.

Op the toth offline at m hour and a half after noon the French 
Blips were discerned in the fouth-eaft. The lea-wind was let in, and 
they were failing direftiy before it toward Fort St, Davief The pufltion 
of the English iquadron, at anchor near the land to leeward, rendered it 
impoffible for them to get nearer the enemy during the fea-wind; for 
had they weighed anchor immediately, the neareft courfe they could 
have made would have been to the north-eaft out to lea, and this would 
very 'foon have carried them to leeward of Pondicherry, Mr- Griffin 
therefore determined not to weigh anchor till night, when the land-wind 
/Should lit in? in die interval the men on Chore were, ordered to join their 

./hips, At four in the afternoon the French fquadron, being within, 
three leagues of the road, altered their courfe, and plied to the fouth- 
v. cft. Tills operation made the Englifh believe that they kept to wind­
ward with intention to gain Pondicherry at all events. About midnight 
the Englifh put to fea with the land-wind, endeavouring to keep in the 
latitude of Fort St. David; and in the morning they fbortened fail, in 
expe&ation every minute of-feeing the enemy again to the fouth but 
'before the evening they fell to leeward of Pondicherry, when Mr, Griffin, 
finding his expectations deceived, made bid to Madrids, where he arrived 
the next evening, and found no French Blips in the road* V

The-French fquadron was commanded by M. Bouvet, governor of 
the ifle of Bourbon, an able and experienced mariner. He had been ! 
apprized, at theT'rench feulement of, Karricaf; of the fuperior force of f 
the Englifh: his operations, when in fight of Fort St, David, were 
ddigrieu to make the Englifh believe that he intended to engage 
them the next morning: but as loon as; the night, fct in he changed 
his courfe, and crouding all the fail' his fhips could carry, went aw-ay 
to Madfafg, where l>c arrived the next morning the u t h o f  June, and 
immediately landed .yoo foldiers, writh 200,000 pounds in diver, which 
had been Pent from France to the island of -Mauritius for the ferykeof

Pondi-
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•’•••̂ / Pondicherry. Having thus effie-dled the defign of his voyage, he rut 174^ 
out to lea on his return to Mauritius-before the Engli/b fijuadron appeared w ‘-~ J 
in fight of Madyali.

Mr, Du-pleix perceiving that the EqghiTV-fquadran had failed to M a- 
drafs.s from whence they could not return to Fort St. David in feme days, 
determined' to avail birnfelf of.. their abfence, and make another attack 
upon Cuddalore. Eight hundred Europeans, with icoo  Sepoys, march­
ed from Pondicherry, and making a circuit inland, arrived on the 17th 
of June in the morning within three miles of Cuddalore, at the hills of 
Bandapdam. Here they halted during the day, and intended at right 
to attack Cuddalore by furprizr.

Major Lawrence receiving inteffigericepf this defign, ordered the gar- 
rifon to march and the cannon to be removed to Fort Si. David, in 
tending, by this operation to1-make the French believe that he- did not 
think the place tenable. As food is  night came on, the garrifon, 
augmented to the number of 400 Europeans, together with the cannon, 
were fent back to Cuddalore, with the precautions neceflary to prevent 
the enemy from receiving intelligence of their return. The flratageua 
fuceeeded.

At midmght the French advanced with fcaliag ladders, which thev no 
fooner began to apply to the walls than they received the fire of ail the 
mulketry from the ramparts, together with that of four or five pieces 
of cannon loaded with grape-fihot. This unexpe<9ed refinance ftruck 
the whole body, officers as well as foldiers, with a panic. Moft of the 
men flung away their arms without firing a fhot: but the precipitation 
of their flight prevented the Englilh fire from doing much execution 
amongft them : nor did their fears quit them when arrived at the place 
o f their encampment j for expecting to be followed, they marched' on 
without halting until they came to the bounds of Pondicherry.

It was now fome time that Mr. Dupleix had, with great aolivity, 
been employed in making difpofitions to refill m  armament bound to 
the Eaft Indies under the command of admiral Bofcawen, of whole 
deftination the French at Pondicherry, as well -as the Ertgllfb at Fort St.
David, had received intelligence. This armament confided of one (hip 
of 74 guns, one of 64, two of 60, two of 50, one of 20,- a fioop of * 4 

• . N 2 guns,
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' 7*1-̂ * guns, a bomb-flap with her tender, and an hofpital-lhip. Thefe he- 
' * * longed to the navy of England 5 and \t of the Eaft India company’s-

fnips were likewife employed to tranfport tTie military Hares, and the re­
gular troops, which amounted to 1400 men. This fleet left England 
in November, and the greater! part arrived at the Cape of Good Hope 
the latter end of March, but five fhips not until the 15th o f April. They 
were joined at the Cape by fix fhips belonging to the Dutch Eaft India 
company, on board of which were 4.0c foldiers. The troops having 
been landed to refrefh, were all rsJmbatked before the 26th of April, 
when it was intended to fail j but contrary winds and weather detained 
the fleet until the 8th of May, when they left 'theO-tpe, bound to the 
ifland of Mauritius, which Mr. Bofc:iwen was c-t;kred to attach in his 
way to the conft of Coromandel.

The Portugoefe, in their firft navigations to- India, discovered three 
iflands, lying to the eaftward of Madagafctr, between the 19th and 
2oth degree of latitude. The moft weftern of thefe, from the name 
of the perfon who dtfcovered it, they called Mafcarenhas ; but the 
French, when they took pofieflkm of it b  1675, gave it the name of 
Bourbon, which now prevails. The eaftern iiland the Portoguefe 
called Diego Reys ; which name it retains to this day y and that be­
tween Bourbon and Diego Reys they called Cerne, probably from a 
luppcikion that it was the Cerne of the ancients. The Dutch, when 
they made this a ftation of refrefhmmt for their fhips coming from In­
dia, called it Mauritius: the French, when they took poflefliott of it the. 
beginning of the prefent century, named it the 111e.of France ; hut this 
appellation has prevailed only aracngft themfelves, the other Europeans.

. ftill calling it Mauritius.
The Portuguefe found on thefe iflands neither men not any four- 

f  iOted animals, excepting l.-od-tortoiies, but great flocks of paroquets, 
doves,. and fea-fowls; and the fea abounds with fiih of various kinds, 
and with great numbers of turtle.

1 he ifland of Bourbon is 60 miles In length from north to fouth, and
n breadth ffom eaft to weft. It has no port; and the only part 

vri.. . ';t? can land is in the road of St. Paul to the north-weft. It 
has no plains, the whole being either hills of eafy afeent, or fteep moun­

tains
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tains fcparated by narrow vallies. Thefe mountains continue ruing one 'J|74®* 
above another from the fea coaft to the middle of the ifland; io that in 
whatever view it is feen at a diftance, it appears one convex furface 
riling out of the fea. The French took poffeflion of it in the year 1665, 
and finding the foil rich, cultivated it with great affiduity i it now pro­
duces wheat, and moft of the garden vegetables of Europe, as well as 
thole of India, with many fruits peculiar to both climates: the mango,
China orange, and peach, grow in great plenty and in great perfec­
tion. But the principal objedt of their agriculture, and what has ren­
dered the ifland of importance in their commerce, is'the cultivation of the 
coffee-tree, of which they brought the plants from Bcit-u! Fakih in 
Arabia i and thefe have thriven fo well, that the ifland now produces 
2000 tons of coffee every year. The cultivation of this tree, as well 
as moft other fervices of toil, are performed by Caffre Haves brought 
from -Africa and Madsgafcsr. The French have a breed of horfes, 
which, though finall, are efteemed for thejr hardmefs j and they have 
reared beeves, goats, fheep, and hogs, in luftlcient quantities to fupplv 
the wants of the inhabitants, although .not in fuch plenty as to fumifb 
provifion for their {hipping* but this negled fee ms to. have an fen from 
the facility «$d cheapnsfj; wherewith, th'efe and ether provisions may 
be procured' from the weftern fide of Madagascar, where they have 
feitlements. Several families from France eftrblifhed thernfelvcs here 
foon after the French took poffdlion of it, and.'from them are de- 
feended the prefent inhabitants, who are now multiplied to the number 
of 4000, of which icao  are men capable of bearing arms: thefe 
have not degenerated from their anceftors, but on the contrary are a 
race lo remarkable for feature and proportion, as well as for health, 
and ftrength, that they equal, if.not exceed in thefe qualities, the moil 
athletic of the European nations. They are the only colony of Euro­
peans eftabliihed within the tropics which have preferred thefe ad • 
vantages.

The inconvenlencics crifing from the, want.of a port at Bourbon, In­
duced the French to take pofleffion of Mauritius. This ifland extends 
about 45. miles in length from north to fbutb, and about 30 from well 
to cafe. In the north-eaftern quarter is a plain extending about ten- 

4 miles..
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1748. miles from fcaft to wed, ami in feme places five miles in-land from the 
' v W  northern coaft. All the reft of the iflaiid is full of high and deep moun­

tains, Saving lb near to coe another that the intervals between them, in- 
dead of valiies form only beds of torrents; and theft; are choafced 
with vaft fragments o f done torn from the .rock above. The fummits 
of thefe mountains arc coveted with for efts of ebony and other targe 
trees, and the ground under the lhade of the trees produces herbage, 
fhrubs, and plants of various forts, from the common grafs to the 
llrongeft thorn, in inch profufion that they form a thicket fo clolely 
interwoven, that a ftep cannot be made, but with the hatchet in hand,
Many plantations have been raife-d with fuccefs on thefe mountains, 
and foinue improvements made on the plain to the north -eaft; but the 
productions, altho* moftly of the fame kind, are in left quantity, and 
in. left perfection, than at Bourbon: it produces no coffee; but, by the 
induftry of M. de la Bourdon nefo, fngaf, indigo, and cotton, which are 
not at Bourbon, were cultivated here with fuccefs; and although thefe 
plantations have been much neglected ftnee his departure, they may at 
any time be recovered. They are at this time endeavouring to culti­
vate the genuine cinnamon, from plants procured at Ceylon j bat thefe, 
i f  they do not periflh, will in all probability, from the difffrence of foil 
•and climate, greatly degenerate. Iron mines have been difeovered in the 
mountains, near the plain to the north-eaft j and, thefe mountains flip- 
plying great quantities'of fuel, forges have been ere&ed ; but the iron 
produced is brittle, and is made into cannon-balls and.fiiclls for mortars.
Beeves., ftieep, and goals, are preferred with great difficulty : the beeves 
generally die before they have been a year in the Bland, and are there­
fore frequently imported from Madagascar and other parts. Common 
domeftic fowls br&d in great plenty 5 and thefe, with fills, and turtle, 
furniih a great part of the food of the European inhabitants. Thefe 
have multiplied very little by marriage, moft of them being natives 
o f France. Their Caffre llaves are fubiedt to great mortalities from the 
fmall-pox and other epidemical diftempers.

Mauritius has two ports, one on the fouth-eaft coaft, and the other 
on the north-weft. The trade-wind from the feuth-eaft blows in thefe 
latitudes all the year round, excepting for a few days at the fummer

4 • folflice,
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folftice, when it is interrupted by hard gales and hurricanes from the ^1740. 
north. The facility with which this wind enables {hips to enter the 
louth-eaft port, induced the French, when they firft took polleffion of the 
ifland, to give the .preference to this harbour j but on finding that the func 
wind often rendered the paflage out fo difficult that a {hip was Some­
times obliged to watt a fortnight before Che could put to lea, they left if, 
and have ever fines made 11 le or the other harbour. This lies neatly in 
the middle of the north fide of the jfiLnd; and its entrance is tlirofigh a 
channel formed by two fhpjtls, which advance about a mdc into the 
fea. When a (hip arrives oppofite to this channel, the foiuh-eaft wind 
hinders her from entering the port under fail j end the mud either warp 
in with cables, or be towed in by boats: the neceffity of this opera­
tion, joined to the narrownefs of the channel, which does not afford 
paffage for two {hips a-breaft, is one of the greateft difficulties an 
enemy would meet with in attacking the harbour; for although there 
are two forts, and as many batteries, which command the channel, yet 
thefe might oafily be reduced, if ffiips of force could approach them 
under fail. This port is capable of containing icq  faffi and is provided 
with all the neceffaries for repairing and even f<5* building of ffiips. The 
entrance oj^he fouth-eaft port is: defended by batteries 5. and. au army 
landed here would meet with great difficulties in pairing over the moun­
tains to the ether parts of the ifland. There are leveral places, between 
the north-cart extremity and the north port, where boats may innd ; but 
all thefe are defended by batteries, and the country behind them is 
a continued thicket; the. reft of the coaft is ineceeffifcle} and the French, 
relying on the difficulties o f approaching die ffiore, had made no forti­
fications in any part of the ifiand to obftrudt the progrefs oi an enemy 
when landed-

The greateft extent of Diego Roys is 27 miles; it is full of rocks, 
which harbour great numbers of land tortoifes of a very large fize, 
which are efteemed excellent food : here the French keep a detach­
ment of men, who are employed in catching thefe animals for the in­
habitants of M’aurlti'!-/; and this' is the principal ufe they make of 
Diego Revs. - .
/ ' * ,< . . Thar
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1748. The fcuth-eaft trade-wind obliges all Blips bound to thefe iflands to 
v~o approach them from the eall. The padage from Diego Keys to Mauri­

tius is performed in two days, and from Mauritius to Bourbon in one; 
but if. requires near a month to go from Bourbon either to Mauritius or 
Diego Reys ; from. April to October the voyage from Mauritius to the 
coaf); of Coromandel is eaiTiy performed in a month. Thefe iflands 
being out of the track of common intelligence, a large armament, fent 
in detail from France, may rendezvous in the port of Mauritius, and 
from thence arrive If India before any intelligence is received there 
either of its ftrength or defti nation : hence it is evident, that, if we 
have any regard to our felt!emeries in India, the reduction of this place 
ought to be one of the nrft objects of our attention in the beginning of 
a war with France. The po&ffion of Mauritius would probably be fol­
lowed by the voluntary fubmifiiro of Bourbon, or would certainly render 
it of no the to the French for the purpofes of war.

The fleet 1. as thirty-five days in its paflage from the Cape o f Good 
Hope to Mauritius, and came in light of the eaftern coaft on the -2 3d 
of June at day-break. Three of the Dutch (hips were miffing, having 
feparated from- the reft in bad weather. -As foon as the Blips came to 
the 1101 th-eail point of the illand, they proceeded along 0 e  northern 
coaft in a line of battle a-head, the men of war leading, and the com­
pany’s Blips following them; and before night they had advanced 
within two leagues of the port, and came to anchor in a kind of bay 
lying between the mouths of two foirJl rivers. They-had hitherto dif- 
covered only two places along the Ihorc where the. fmoothnds of the 
water ieemed to indicate a poffibility of making a defeent, and thefe 
were defended by two fafeine batteries of fix guns each, which fired on 
the Blips as they puffed: all the reft of the ihore was defended by rocks 
and breakers.

The next morning the French began to fire upon the fquadron from 
two other fafeine batteries railed at the entrance of the two rivers be­
tween which it was at anchor, and. the fire was returned from one of 
the 50 gun Blips, but with very little execution on either fide.

Mr. Bofcawen now ordered the floop to reconnoitre the coaft quite up 
to the port; and £he reported, on her return, that the had been fired

upon
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Nŝ - ^  upon by eight different batteries planted along the ffiore, as Well as.from 1748'. 
the forts at the entrance of the -harbour, where a large fhip of two tiers v—  
lay at anchor, with her hroadlidc acrdfs i t , and that there were twelve 
Other (hips at anchor within the harbour, four of which were of force, 
and equipped for fervice. As foon as it was dark the-.barges of the fix. 
line -of battle {hips were lent to found, and on their return reported that 
a reef of rocks ran all along about 20 yards -from- the fhore, which ren­
dered it impoflible for boats to land, except at the entrance of the rivers 
over-againft which the fleet was at anchor, or at the harbour i'tfelf: here 
they had difeovered, that the channel leading into.it was not, more than 
too fathom wide, p it  that this entrance would be fubjeft to the greatefl 
difficulties by the oppotirbn of the fouth-eaft. wind. Upon receiving 
this intelligence, the admiral called a council of war, compofed of th - 
principal land and lea officers, and it -was refolved, that, as they were 
ignorant of the ftrength of the enemy, three armed boats ihould be fent 
to endeavour to land in the night, and take by iurprize a man from the 
Ihore, from whom intelligence might probably be obtained: this was 
attempted, but in.-vain. The next morning, the 25th of June, the 
council o f war aflembled - again, and were of opinion, that although 
their force \̂ as Sufficient to reduce the ifland,- yet the-attack, and the 
maintenance of it when taken, would not only retard, but might pro­
bably difable' the armament from undertaking the fiege of Pondicherry, 
which Mr. Uofcawen was inriruekd to’ eon ,1k a  as the principal objedt 
of his deftirmtion t it- was therefore refolved to proceed to the coaft of 
Coromandel without delay, that the fquadron might arrive there in time 
to aft. before the change of the monfoon in October.

The illand would certainly have been reduced, if the eonqueft of it 
had been the principal objedt of the armament; for the whole of the 
French force con filled only of 500 -regulartroops, 200 European inha­
bitants dilciplined as militia, 1 yooCaffre Haves on whole fervice and attach­
ment the French had little reliance, and 1000 Tailors belonging to the 
fhips. If the wind, as it generally does, blew' always again ft the entrance 
of the northern harbour, it would indeed be impracticable to reduce it 
with Chips working again ft a contrary wind in a narrow channel, ami ex- 
pofed without refiftance-to the fire o f the enemy's drips and batteries.

O ‘ But

, y ! ’ ;



( f f t v  ....J B l
5 740. But it has been difcovered that the fouth-caft wind generally blows with 

W” "'"w  lead ftrength about fun-rife $ and it alio happens, on four or five days at 
intervals in the cotirfc of a month, that early in the morning this wind 
ceafes itr the northern part of the ifland for an hour or two, when 
a breeze riles, although faintly,, from the north-weft: during which a 
ftdp (tationed at the entrance of the channel, to avail herfelf o f this 
breeze, may enter the harbour and ply her cannon under fail.

The fleet left the ifland the 27th of June, when the Dutch {hips, now- 
joined by one of their comrades which had parted company during the 
pr ffage, quitted the Englifb, and failed away for Batavia? and Mr. Bof- 
cawen- (leered for the coaft of Coromandel, by the neareft paflage, between 
the iflands and flioals that lie to the north of Mauritius $ he arrived 
on the 29th of July at Fort St. David, where he found the fquadron 
under Admiral Griffin, who refigned the command to him, and a few 
days after proceeded with a fixty-gun (hip and two frigates to Trinca- 
nomaly, from whence in the month, of January he let fail with them to 
England.

The jun&ion of the two fijuadrons formed the greateft marine force 
belonging to any one European nation that had ever been ieen together 
in the Eaft Indies4 for it confided of more than 30 (hips, none of which 
were of lefs than poo tons burden, and 13 o f them men o f war o f the 
line. Every perfon attached to the Englifh cattfe, who beheld this 
formidable force, was elated with joy* frotn expectation of its fuccefs, 
and no one doubted that the lofs o f Madrids would be revenged bv the 
capture of Pondicherry. Preparations had been made at Fort St. David 
to enable Mr. Bpfcawen to proceed to addon without delay; and on the,
8th o f Auguft the army began to march.

Twelve independent companies of too men each, Soo marines be­
longing to the (hips, with 80 artillery-men, compofed the regular troops' 
in the king’s fervice : the company’s troops confided of a battalion of 
750 men, of which 300 were Topafles, together with 70 artillery-men t  
the Dutch at Negapatam font a reinforcement of 120 Europeans: and, 
there were on board the fhips, ready to be landed, 1000 leans eh, who 
had been taught the manual excrcife at fea: in all 372c Europeans, 
and 300 Topaifos, to which were joined about 2000 Sepoys, paid by 

5 the
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 ̂ the company, who were as yet icarcely better difciplined than common 1748. 
Peons. The Nabob Anwar-adean, ffill changing tides, as he found '  'r~~~A
the French or Engliih affairs gaining the advantage, pro mi fed to 
fend a body of 2000 horfe, but only 300 came, and they towards the 
end of the fiege. The heavy cannon and the cumbrous (lores were 
laden on board the (hips, which proceeded before the army, and 
anchored two miles to the fouth of Pondicherry.

The company’s agents at Fort St. David had gained very little in­
telligence neceffuy to direct Mr. Bofcawen in his operations 5 for when 
the army approacning near the bounds of Pondicherry, came in light of 
the fort of Ariancopang, there was no perfon who could give a deferip- 
tion of the place: however, it was determined that it ihould be taken 
before the army proceeded any farther. An engineer of the company's 
troops was ordered to reconnoitre it, but was afraid to go near enough 
to make certain obfervations: he however reported that the fort itfelf 
was of little ftrength, but that it was covered by an entrenchment.
A  deferter likevvife reported that it was garriloned only by 100 Sepoys: 
on which Mr. Bofcawen determined to llorm the place. Accordingly 
a detachment of 700 men marched at day-break againfl the call: tide of 
the fort to attack what they fuppofed the entrenchment, which on a 
nearer approach they difeovered to be a heap of ruinsj they likewife per­
ceived that the fort itfelf was a triangle regularly fortified with three ca­
valiers, a deep dry ditch full of pit-falls, and a covered way. Thefe 
works were fufficient’to protect* the place from a hidden onfet, even had 
it been only garrifoned as the deferter had reported; inftead of which it 
was defended by 100 Europeans and 300 Sepoys, under the command 
of Captain Law, an aftive officer. The Englifh troops were imme­
diately affailed from the walls with mufketrv and gtape-fhot; and al­
though they had brought no fcaling-Iadders, the fear of fhame kept 
them in reach of the enemy’s fire, until 150 were either .killed or 
wounded. Major Goodere, the mod experienced officer of the king’s 
troops, was mortally wounded' in this attack.

This blundering difafter greatly afifeded the fpirits of the men. How­
ever, it was determined to perfilf in reducing Ariancopang, and the dif- 
ciplined Tailors, with eight pieces of battering cannon, were landed from

O 2 the



the (nipi-. The French, knowing the advantage of gaining time at this 
- feafon o f the year, prudently determined to defend the fort as long as

poffible. On the oppofite fide o f the river which .runs to the north, and 
dole 'by the fort of Amncopang, they ended  a battery of heavy can­
non to obftrud and enfilade the approaches to the fort. The Englifh 
engineers ereded a battery in the plain on the Couth fide o f the river, to 
oppofe and fiTencc that of die enemy; but inch was their neglect in re­
connoitring, or their want of fkill in their art, that when at day-break 
they opened the battery, moft of the guns were found to be intercepted 
horn the fight of the enemy’s by a thick wood. The artillery officers 
now offered their fervice to eredt another, which they compleated with 
fufiicient fkill before the next morning : and for greater l^curky, threw 
up before it an entrenchment, in. which a large detachment, confiding 
of foldiers and failors, was polled. At day-break the battery began to 
play on that of the enemy, and the fire was continued for feme time on 
both Tides, with little execution done on either. Befides the troops 
within the fort, a body of 60 European cavalry encamped without the 
walls. This cavalry, fupported by infantry, advanced to the entrench­
ment where the failors were polled, who ftruck with confternation 
at their appearance, took flight, and communicated their panic to 
the regular troops. The French cavalry purified them to the bat­
tery, by the fire of which they were, however, fbon repulled. Ma­
jor Lawrence commanded this day in the entrenchment, and rather 
than participate of the ignominy of taking flight with the troops,, 
remained there with two or three officers : he was difanned, and
obliged to furrender himlelf pnlorfer to a French trooper, who knowing, 
it is probable, the value of his prize, immediately hurried him away by 
the fide of his hone to Aiiancopang.

The fame day a large.quantity of gunpowder taking fire in the one- 
mv’s battery, blew it up, and near jooraen were either killed or dis­
abled by the explosion. This difilter flxuek fuch a terror amongfi%ofe 
who remained in the fort, that fome hours after they let fire to the 
chambers with which they had undermined the fortifications, and blew 
upthe greatefl. part o f the walls and cavaliers, and then marched away 
with groat precipitation to Pondicherry t as fbon as the English law the 

5 ' explolion
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explofion, they marched.up and took pofleffion of the rains. Tons i74-’- 
fortunately delivered, the army did not immediately proceed to Pondi- 

k ;i cherry, but remained five days longer at Amncopang, employed in re­
pairing the fort, in which it was determined to leave a garrifon ; lor it 
was apprehended, that during the liege a detachment of the enemy’s 
troops might again take pofleffion of it, and from hea.ee be enabled to 
intercept convoys, or harrafs the army.

The town of Pondicherry was fituatpd about 70 yards from the iea- 
fliore : its extent within the walls was a little more than a mile front 
north to iouth, and about 1 too yards from cad to weft: it was fortified 
or. the three fides to the land with a wall arid rampart, flanked by 
eleven bullions; and two halfbaftions were at the north and fouth ex­
tremities neartfl the fea : thefe works were ftrrrounded by, a ditch, and 
an imperfeft glacis! The eaftern fide was defended by fuveral low bat­
teries, capable of mounting 100 pieces of cannon, which commanded the 
road} and within the,town was built a citadel, too final! to make along de­
fence. Th.e greateft pert of the .ground lying round the town was in- 
doled, at the diftance of a mile fyJm the walls, by a hedge of large aloes 
and other thorny plants peculiar to the country, intermixed with great 
numbers of coco-nut and palm-trees, which altogether formed a defence 
impenetrable to cavalry, and of very difficult pafluge to infantry this in- 
clofure began at the north, dole by the fea-fhoi e, and continued five miles 
and a half, deferibing a large fegment of a femi-circle, until it joined.the 
river of Ariancopangjto the fouth, at about a mile and a half from the fea - 
fhorc, and in this part the courfib of the river ferved tocompleat the line 
of defence. There were five roads leading from the town Into the ad­
jacent country, and at each of the openings in the hedge was built a re­
doubt mounted with cannon. It is probable that the hedge, at the fame 
time that it was intended to be a defence-againft fudden incurflons, 
marked the limits of the territory conceded by the prince of the country 
to the French, when they firft eftablifhed themfelves at Pondicherry ; and 
hence obtained the name of the Bound- hedge.

On the 26th of Auguft the army marched from A rianeopaog, and 
took pofleffion of the village of Oulagary, laying about two miles from 
the fquth-weft part of the town, From hence a detachment was lent
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1748. the fame day to attack the north-weft redoubt of the hound-hedge, 
which the enemy abandoned without refiftance, notwthftanding it was 
capable of making a defence that would have coil the Inglifli many 
lives, had they been obliged to ftorm it. The garrifons in ail the other 
redoubts were foon after withdrawn.

By the advice •of toe engineers, it was determined to attack the town 
on the nortH-weft fide i and, to facilitate the communication between 
the -fleet and the .camp, the {hips, were ftationed to the North of the 
town.

On the 30th of Auguft at night the army opened ground, at the 
diftance of 1500 yards from the walls: by this the engineers fhewed 
themfelves little /killed in their art; for it is the general practice in fieges, 
to make the firft parallel within 800 yards of the covered way. In 
the morning a detachment of 150 men from the trench firft thrown up 
were ordered to lodge themfelves about too yards nearer the town, and 
being fupplied with working tool#, foon covered themfelves from the fire 
o f the enemy’s cannon. About noon 500 Europeans and 700 Sepoys 
fialhed from the town under the command of Paradis, and attacked both 
trenches at the fame time: they were repul fed at both, and loft too men. > 
and (even officers; amongft the latter their commander Paradis. En- 
ftgn Clive diftinguifhed himfelfwith much gallantry in the defence of 
the advanced trench ; of which we do not repeat the ddcription pub- 
liihed in our firft edition o f  this work, becaufe we are informed, that 
that deferiptiori is very erroneous.

The approaches were continued, but carried on very llowly, from a 
want of experience in Inch operations. Two batteries o f three guns 
were raifetl within 1200 yards of the town, to check any future fillies.
When the army firft opened ground, the bomb-ketch was ordered to 
bombard the citadel night and day ; but in a very few days the enemy 
began to bombard her, and got her diftance fu exa&ly, that one of their 
Ihclls ftaved the boat aftern, and another threw the water in upon her 
decks; .after which the kept out o f the reach of the enemy’s mortars in 
the day-time, and only bombarded in the night.  ̂ Parties fallkd at fe- 
veral times, and attacked the detachments which eicorted the {lores and 
•cannon from the {hips to the camp j and one day a detachment efcorting

two
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'  - " two pieces of battering cannon was defeated, and the cannon taken.
Some troops were fent immediately to recover them; but could not 
come up before the enemy had conveyed them under (belter c! the

ramparts. A .
After much hard labour the trenches were advanced withm Soo yards

of the walls, when it was found impoffible to carry them on any nearer; 
for a large morals extended itfelf before this part of the town, and the 
French had preferved a back water, with which they oversowed not 
only the morafs, but likewife all the ground lying between the trenches 
and the foot of the glacis. During the approaches, and the conftrucBon, 
of the batteries on the edge of the morafs, the enemy kept up a conftant 
rire on the working parties, by which many were killed.

Two batteries were finihed and began to fire on the 26ch.pt Septenv- 
her, one of eight, the other of four pieces of cannon, of 1S and 24- 
pounders : a bomb-battery of five large mortars and fifteen royals, 
and another of fifteen cohorns, were likewife erefted. The French 
now opened feveral embrafures in the curtain, and began likewise to fiie 
from two or three batteries on the creft of the glacis, iaformrch that the 
fire of the befieged was double that of the befiegers. Mr. Bofcawea, 
willing to employ all the means of annoyance in his power, ordered the 
(hips to batter the town ; and before tire next morning all the chips of 
two tiers had warped within the diftance of 1 ooo yards of the walk, the 
hallownefs of water not permitting them to approach nearer : the can­
nonading was incefiant, and terrible in appearance, but of no real effect; 
for the diilance of the hips, and the motion of the Ida, hindered the 
hot from (hiking fucceffively the fame objeft. The French at firll 
withdrew a great number of their artillery-men item the sand fide, and 
employed them ill firing againft the (hips from the batteries winch com­
manded the road j. but perceiving the little damage that the town 
fufiained from the fire of the hips, they ilackned heir defence on that 
fide, and renewed it to the land fide with as much vigoui as before.

The cannonading from the hips continued until night, when Mr. 
Bofcaweo, finding that they had expended a vaft quantity of ammuni­
tion to no purpofe, ordered them to move in the night out of the reach
of cannon-hot.;' bu.t the wind letting in from the Tea prevented than

from*
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they began early in the morning to cannonade the town again, from 
whence they were fired upon with more vivacity than the day before; 
but at noon the w'ind changing, the (hips moved farther from the 
Chore, and die firing ceafed on both fide;. Only two peribns were killed 

-on board the fleet, the one a common Tailor, the other captain Adams, 
commander of the Harwich, a 50 gun 'Chip. The French gave out 
that the fire from the (hips had, in the two days, done no other execution 
than that of killing a poor old Malabar woman in the ftreet.

The fire from the batteries continued three, days longer, during which 
that from the town increaJed, and difinonnted nine pieces of cannon.
Ve.,7 little imprefiion had been made on the defences, licknds prevailed 
in the camp, the weather likewife had changed, arid the rainy monfborx 
was begun three weeks earlier than it morally lets in : a’council of war 
was therefore fumrno.ned on the 30th of September, who, apprehenfive 
that the rains, which at their firfi letting in generally overflow the whole 
country, might render the removal of the cannon and heavy fiores im- 
prafticable, and-fearing likewife that the (hips might be driven off the 
coaft by hard gales of wind, unaninioufly determined fp rails theiiege 
without delay.

Five davs were employed in (hipping the cannon and heavy (lores, 
dcflroying the batteries, and reit^barkingthe Bailors? and on the 6th of 
Odtober the troops began to march to Fort St. David j but halted at E 
Ariancopang, and blew up the fort: the rains had already rendered 
the roads very difficult to be pafied. On a review’ of the army, it was 
found, that during the fiege there had perifhed in action and by fick- 
nefs 757 fiddlers, 43 artiliery-mcn, and 265 feamen; in all 1065 
Europeans: very,few of the Sepoys were killed, for they had been 
only employed to guard the fkirts o f the camp, and had always ran 
away on the approach of danger. The French garriibn confided of 
1800 Europeans, and 3000 Sepoys, of which they loft Z o o  Europeans, 
and about 50 Sepoys

Several caufes concurred to truftrate this attempt againft Pondicherry? 
o f which the late arrival of the armament on the >cc<aft, and the early 
letting in o f the rains, were the principal. There was no abfolute ne-

cefnty
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■ cefTitv to reduce the fibre of Ariancopang, for a pkrty of 200 men ftar-
tioned near it would have always kept in awe the garrlfon, which con- 
lifted only of to o : now the reduftion of this little fort* beiides cauliog 
the lofs of t 50 men, together with two of the moft experienced officers, 
and thereby difeouraging the reft, ftopt the progrds of the Whole army 
eighteen days. When arrived before the town, Mr. Bofcawen, unex­
perienced in military operations by land, relied, in obedience to his in- 
ftrodtions, on the opinion of the engineers, who made a great blunder 
in carrying on the attacks dgainft that part of the town to which m in* 
fuperabk °morafs prevented thears from approaching nearer than 800 
yards; and even had there bean no morafs, the fixation of the camp to 
the weftward woCfld have been injudicioufly chofen, fince it tttbje&ed 
the tranfporting of the cannon and heavy ilores to a difficult pfthgeot 
two or three miles, which employed the labour of numbers of failors, 
and demanded frequent detachments of foldiers to eicort and defend them 
from the failles of the enemy; and the foldiers and failors thus employed

K  were taken off from the operations of the liege, which required nothing
lets than the fervice of dvery European in the camp, -The notth-fide 
was the part againft which the attack ought to have .been direfted: for 
the ground^n ftont of this fide was found, and would have permitted 
the approaches to have been carried on to the i'oot of the glacis, with­
out meeting with any natural impediments j and the camp extending 
behind the lines to the northward, would have effectually protefted the 
cannon and ftores, when landed, from the danger of Tallies; and at the 
lame time have {lived the laoour and inconvemencies o tranlpor mg 
them from a long diftance; for they might have been landed at the camp 

■ jtfelf. Very few examples of gallant fervice were exhibited during the 
liege. The engineers were utterly- unqualified for the enterprize, but 
the artillery-men1 and officers knew their bufinefs, and always behaved 
with retblutionj and Mr. Bofcawen himfelf on all occafions .exerted the 
the fame aftivtty and courage which diffinguifhed his char after as a 
naval officer; but tbefe qualities did not compeniate hh want o f know­
ledge in the art of war on fhore. This knowledge is not incompatible 
with ikill in the marine ft rvice * and it is much to be lamented, that 
both together have not c f  late years been cultivated by the fame officer j

P for
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174B. for there are very few inftances, of late years, of a Lege earned on by the
vA-— ' Englilh with lefs (kill than this of Pondicherry.

The French fang Te Deums, as foon as the fiege was rafted, and gave 
as many demonftrations of joy, as if  they had been relieved from the 
seated calamities of war. Mr. DupleSx fent letters to all the .princes of 
Coromandel, and even to the great Mogul himfelf, acquainting them, 
that he had repulled the moft formidable attack which had ever been 
made in India ; and he received from them the high eft compliments on 
his own prowefs, and on the military charafier of his nation : 1 ms in­
deed was now regarded throughout Indoliar. as greatly fuperior to taav 

of the English*.
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T H E  fquadron, foon after the railing of the fiege of Pondicherry, 
left the coaft to avoid the llormy raonfoon: five fhips went to 

Achin, and the reft to Trincanomaly j but Mr. Bolcawen hiinfelf re­
mained with the land-forces at Fort St. David, In November news 
arrived, that a ceffation of arms between Great Britain and France 
had been proclaimed in the preceding April; but Mr. Bolcawen was, 
notwithftanding, inftrudted to remain in India until he Ihould receive in? 
telligence that the general peace was concluded. In the beginning of 
January 1740, the fquadron returned to Fort St, David, and about the 1749. 
fame time Mr. Bouvet, with the fame fquadron which had eluded Mr.
Griffin, came again from Mauritius to Madrafs, where he landed a large 
fum of money, together with 200 foldiers.

The fwqrd was fheathed, and it depended on the agents of the tvyo 
companies to re-affiime in tranquillity their mercantile occupations: 
but the war had brought to Pondicherry and Fort St. David a number of 
troops greatly fuperior to any which either the two nations had hither­
to afiembled in India j and as if it was impoffible that a military force, 
which feels, itfelf capable of enterprises, fhould refrain from attempting 
them, the two fettlements, no longer authorized to fight againft each 
other, took the refolution of employing their arms in the corrtefts o f the 
princes of the country : the Bnglifh with great indiferetion, the French 
with the utmoft ambition.

An unfortunate prince, who about feven years before hid beers de­
throned at Tanjore, came to Fort St. David, and implored theailiftancc 
of the Engliih to reinftate him,, afierting with great confidence that be 
ihouki no fooncr. appear in the kingdom, fupported even by a moderate 
force, than his ftandard would be joined by numbers, and his title ac­
knowledged by thoufands. The fucceffion of the princes of his family

P 2 . - had
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M !iig3^49. been fo complicated, that it was difficult to afcertain to whom the 
' crown rightfully belonged.

In the year 1680, the king of Tanjore. attacked and well-nigh over­
powered by the king of Tritchanopbly, called the Morattoes to his 
affiftance. The famous Servajee, who at that time reigned over all the 
Morattoc nations, lent his brother with a ftrong army, which foon left 
the king of Tanjore nothing 10 fear from his enemy, but everjjfching 
from thefc freebooters; for they .made out fo large an- account o f ex~ 
per.ceSj that- all the riches in the kingdom- would have been infufficient 
to'difbharge what they demandedunder pretence therefore of colled- 
ing this moneys they took poffeftion of the government, and fhortly 
after the brother o f Savajee declared himfclf king o f Tanjore. He 
reigned fix years,, and left three fens, The, eldeih, Sevajee, was .iacceeded 
by die next brother, Serbojee, and he by the third, Tuceojee. Each o f 
the three brothers left children-} and after three irregular facccffions. 
which took place among# thefe counn-germans in lefs than feven years,. 
Saujohee, who how  appeared at Fort St. David) was depofed, and his 
brother Piatop-fing, born of one of the inferior wives of their father 
Serbojee, was placed on the throne, by the general concurrence of the 
principal men in the kingdom, which had differed much from the-weak 
adminiftfation of Saujohee. The Englifh had certainly no right to inter­
fere in his caufe. But the offers lie made of coaceffions to the company 
in the kingdom of Tanjore, the favourable account given o f him by the 
interpreters who introduced him to the prefidency* and the belief too 
baftily entertained of a falfe narration of his misfortune,* induced the 
Englifh to think they fliould acquire as much honour as advantage by 
their efforts, to reinftate him in the throne. It was ftipukted that Sau­
johee ftiouldgive the company the fort and territory of Delvi-Cotah, and 
pay all the expences o f the war, if it proved fuceefsfuh

T h e ' kingdom of Tanjore extends about yo miles from north to 
fouth, and about 60 from eaft to weft. The river Goleroon bounds ie 
to the north-i the fee wo a ft, running nearly north and fouth, to the 
eaft: to the fouth it is bounded pertly by the fea-coaft extending 
eaft and w e ft, and partly by the country o f Mora was: tty the-'weft

it.,
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it is limited by the kingdom of Tritchanopoly and the country of Ton- 1749. 
daman: the capital, bearing the fame name as the kingdom, lieth 
about 20 miles well of Tritchanopoly

The force appointed for the conqueil of Tanjpre confifted of 430 
Europeans, and 1000 Sepoys, with four field pieces and four fmali 
mortars: the battering cannon and provifions. for the troops were font 
in four (hips, two of which were *of the line, The army, accom­
panied by Saujohee, left Fort St. David in the latter end of March, and 
on the 13th of April encamped on the bank of the river V abaru, which 
difembogues itfelf at Portoncvo. In the evening the northern monition 
changed, and the foathern commenced with a hurricane, which failed with 
fuch violence until four o'clock the next morning, that the tents of the 
Englilh camp wen* blown into rags, many of the draught bullocks and 
horfes were killed, and all the military flares were fo much damaged* that 
the army was obliged to march to-Portonovo in order to rep air the detri­
ment it had fuflamed. Here they were informed that the florm had com­
mitted much greater ravages arfea: two of the company’s fhips were 
branded between Cuddalore and Fort St. David: the Apollo ho<pital-lhip> 
was loft, with all her crew : the Pembroke, a 60 gun fhip, which foiled 
on the expedition, was wrecked, and only fix of the crew laved : and the 
Namur of 74 guns, in which Admiral Bofcawen boifted his flag, and 
which was the iineft fhip of her free belonging to the navy o f England, 
perifhed, -with 750 men. Fortunately moft o f the other fhips were 
either at Trincanomaly, or in parts of the coaft to which the greateft 
violence of the hurricane did not extend. X ' •> ' re

The army having repaired its damages, left Portoncvo, and march- 
ing by the great pagoda of Cidiambaram, arrived at the bank of the 
northern arm of the Coleroon. Here Captain Cope, who commanded, 

l encamped and intrenched, refolding to learn the ftate of affairs on the 
oppofite fhore before he proceeded any farther. The intelligence he re­
ceived was very different from what he expe&ed: no perfons of any 
rank, offered to declare tor caujohee, and not a (ingle squadron appeared 
ready to join him : on the contrary, a great number of troops belonging 
to the king of Tanjore Appeared moving up, and down the oppofke.bank

■ . - '.X j t and
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V749. and fecmed determined to difpute the paflage of the river. Thus dif~
*— v-~» appointed, and ignorant of the enemy’s ftrength as well as of the na- s 

ture of the country, Captain Cope did not , think ms .force fufficient to 
proiecute the enterprise, and waited until he was reinforced from Fort 
St. David with 100 Europeans and 500 Sepoys: he then crofted the
river, which, although a mile broad, was fordable, and, contrary to his

expectation, the army met with little refinance from the enemy wbilft 
they were palling it j bat difficulties increafed as they advanced: the 
road In which they attempted to march led through a thick wood, 
and the enemy from behind the bufhes began to annoy them with 
arrows, and the fire of their matchlocks, whilll large bodies of horfe 
and foot appeared in the circumjacent plains, moving in the rear and on 
the flanks. This being the firft expedition in whichnhe Englifh troops 
were engaged a gain ft the forces of an Indian prince, the foldiers were 
ft ruck with no fmall degree o f fear, on comparing the fuperior numbers 
of the enemy with their own ; but the artillery-men preferved their re- 
folution, and fired with lb much fpirit and aim, that they kept the enemy 
at a distance, and reftored the courage of their own troops, who being or- 
dcred to march back, gained the bank of the river without confufion.
Here the army drew up, the.field-pieces fecuring the flanks, and the river 
the rear. A council of war was held to deliberate whether they Should 
proceed, or wait for more favourable advices than thole hrthertb-received 
cut oftheTanjore country;, b\t wbilft the council were fitting, a mdfenger 
arrived with pofitive orders from Mr. Bofcawen to continue the march, 
and attack the Fort of Devi-Cotah at all events. In the interval forte 
of the foldiers had difeovered a road leading along the bank of the river 
towards the fea-coaft; and the army began to march this way, al­
though very little of it had been reconnoitred : it led through a much 
more open country than the other, and the river defended the troops 
from being furrounded. This lucky dilcovery faved them from dcilruc- 
tion ; for it was afterwards found,- that bv perfifting »» the firft toad, 
they would, from the nature of the country, have been invuhed in 
inextricable tldiiculties, into which the T  anjermes ned more a to in: ice
them, by making no refiftaflce at the-paflage'-.f* the river. ■ .'I hey ftm 
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fe itinucJ to move within random (hot of the Englifli j their (tjqadrons 1749.. 
fometimes tbreatning to attack, but always retiring as foon as the 
field-pieces began to fire. After a march of ten miles the troops 
halted, late in the evening, a mile to tfieeaflward of Devi-Cotah: where 
they neither faw, nor received intelligence of the fhips; for not a man of 
the country ventured near the army ; and the lovvneh of the ground, 
together wit, ,he thick woods that covered it, prevented the Drips from 
being difeovered, although they were at anchor near the mouth of the 
river, within four miles of the camp.

The army, relying on the ihips, had brought no more provifiens than 
were neceflary for the confumption of three days, and were deterred, 
by the numbers of the enemy, from fending detachments to procure 
any ; at the Dime time they were without battering cannon. Under 
thefe inconveniences there appeared no means of reducing the fort, ex­
cepting by a hidden aflault, and the walls were too high to be eafily 
efcaiaded. Some propofed to advance the field-pieces'in the night, and 
batter down the gates j which indeed was the only pradicahle method 
of attack; but being deemed too defperate, it was determined to en­
deavour to terrify the enemy by bombarding the place with cohorns.
Shells were thrown until the morning, when the fire ceafed until the 
next n ig h ta n d  before the next morning all the ihells were *• ex­
pended, without having done any .Ian.. ge to the fort, or made any itn- 
preffion on the minds of the garrifon. It was therefore refolved to retreat 
without delay.

The army returned by the fame road it came. During the fir/I 
mile the country, was covered with woods, from which the enemy 
galled the flank of the line, not only with mufquetry, but alfo with 
fome pieces of heavy artillery, which they had brought into the thickets 
and forne platoons of Europeans were detached to difiodge them.
The thickets extended to the bank, of a rivulet which the troops had 
crofied in the march, to Devi-Cotah, during the retreat of the tide: the. 
rivulet was at that time fordable, and no one had examine^ it fuf- 
gently to form an idea of the depth of the channel,, which was now. 
filled with water by the fifing of the tide, and. tire dream ran very.

rapidly
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1749. «?>% • The Cooleys, who carried the leCs bulky parts o f the bag-
v— g agCj marched before the troops, and as Joon as they came to the 

bank of the ' rivulet, were fired upon with great vivacity from the 
thickets. Timorous, as are all the lowers cafts of Indians, they 
plunged into the ftream, which was feven or eight feet deep, and 
preffing upon ‘one another with outcries and confufipn, loft by their 
fears the ftrength nectary to lave thcmfelves, and in lefs than a quarter 
of an hour 400 of the poor wretches were drowned. 1  he troops, fpeda- 
tors of this difafter, halted, and fired to difiodge the enemy, until the ;; 
tide had ebbed fofficiently; when they paffed the rivulet without inter­
ruption, and continuing their retreat uumolcfted, arrived at Chiiani- : • 
baram late at night, much fatigued with the ikirraiihes they had iuftained, 
and with a march of 15 miles; the next day they returned to Foit St.

David. ■ ) • . . _
The intelligence gained during this expedition, convinced every one

that the caufe of Saujohcc was deftkute of abettors amongft Lis 
countrymen. The presidency neverthelds determined to continue 
the war; but this refolntion did not now proceed- fo much from- the 
intention of reftoring Saujohce, as from the dtftre of wiping out, by 
fome fuccefs, the reproach of having retreated before the anws of an 
Indian prince, and from the views of making fome acquifitions to 
comnenfate the expenc.es which had already been incurred. I he 
foit of DevirCotah is fituated in a populous country, in which marni- 
fadures of linden proper for the company’s trade are fabricated} 
and the neighbouring territory is the moll fertile part of the coaft 
of Coromandel. On this coaft, from Maiulipatnam to Cape Co*

' mo:jn, there is no port capable of receiving a fttip o f 300 tans 
burden; which defed fubjeds the navigation of th.de parts to great 
riiques at particular feafons. The mouth of the river Colercbn, near 
Devi-Cotah, is indeed generally obfttnded by iamb, but the- channel 
within the bar *is deep enough to receive (hips o f the largeft- burden 
a n ik  was thought that the bar itfelf might with iome labour and expence 
be removed : if this ibould be efteded, the greateft advantages would at> |  
uue to the European nation which ihould obtain the exclufive poileiHon 
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of this harbour. It was therefore determined to make the reduction of 1749, 
Devi-Cotah the principal objed of the new expedition, which it was 
thought would be amply compenfated by gaining pofleflion of this place, 
even if no farther advantages accrued from the war.

The whole body of the company’s troops, amounting with the artil­
lery-men to 800 Europeans, together with 1500 Sepoys, were ordered 
on the expedition, under the command of major Lawrence. From the 
difficulties already experienced in approaching Devi-Cotah by land, it 
was determined that the army thould now proceed by fea: the Euro-. 
peans, with the artillery and baggage, were embarked on board fix mips, 
three of the line and three belonging to the company, and the Sepoys 
accompanied the (hips in large boats, ufed by the people of Coromandel 
to carry on their traffick along the coaft. The veffels drived at the 
fame mouth of the Coleroon where the {hips of the former expedition 
had anchored ; and the troops and {lores puffed in boats up the arm of 
the river which led to Devi-Cotah, and were landed on the oppofitc 
fhore, from which it was determined to batter the fort, becaufe the 
ground on the other fide was marfhy and covered wish woods, and the 
king of Tanjorc’s army was encamped under the walls.

I he tort was aoout a mile in circumference, having fix unequal fides; 
and the walls were about-18 feet high, built with bricks, the mafonry of 
whicii was in moft parts broad enough to form a rampart, without 
any addition of earth: and were flanked at unequal difiances by pro- 
jedling towers, fume of which were circular, and others fquare. ’ The 
Englifh fired acrofs the river obliquely upon the eaftern fide of the fort 
from four 24 pounders, which in three days made a practicable breach.
The enemy did not return the fire, nor attempt to repair the breach, but 
employed thernf Ives in carrying on an intrenchment from the bank of 
the river aprofs the fide of the fort which the Englifh attacked.

The pafihge of the troops?over the river was tendered dangerous, both 
by^the rapidity of the ftream,- and by the numbers who had taken pofi. 
ieffion of the thickets which covered the oppofitc fltore. John Moor, >a 
carpenter belonging to one of the men of War, offered his for vice, and 
made a ftage capable of receiving 400 mcrif which was launched at 
home diftance below the battery, and towed up to it againft the firearm

Q — The
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1749. The raft could only be moved acrofs-the river by ropes, fixed with 
— ' pullics on the oppofite bank; but the ftations of the enemy rendered 

this a very hazardous enterpnzei the fame carpenter who had made 
the raft, offered to execute this fervice likewife, and in the middle of a 
very dark night Twam over die river, carrying the end of a rope with him, 
which he fattened to the root of a large tree within a few yards of one of 
the enemy’s advanced guards, by whom he was not difeovered.

The rope was funk in the water, that the enemy might not perceive 
it j and the next day, at two in the afternoon, the fifft detachment of 
400 Europeans, with three field pieces, embarked upon the raft j at the 
fame time the four pieces of battering cannon, with fix field pieces, be­
gan to fire with great vivacity upon the oppofite thickets, to deter the 
Tanjorines from approaching the bank near enough to difeover the rope.
They were fo much Surprized at this new and unexpected manner of 
approach, that, fortunately, none of then! guefied the means by which 
it was performed. The walls and towers of the fort were manned with 
multitudes, who, as well as thofe under cover of the thickets, fired 
irregularly, but without intermittion, from their matchlocks j but the 
detachment, although much galled, refrained from returning the fire, 
left the buttle of handling their arms ttiould overfed the raft, which in a 

- quarter of an hour gained the (hore. The troops advanced immediately 
to diflodge the Tanjorines potted in the thickets, who retreated as foott 
as they were fired upon, and took flicker either within the fort, or behind 
the proje&ions of the towers. The raft was feat back, and in the fpace 
of two hours made feveral paftages, during which tne enemy kept up a 
continual fire, both on the troops that were landed, and on thofe on the 
raft, and killed 30 Europeans and 50 Sepoys before the whole army had 
patted the river.

Major Lawrence determined to florin the breach without delay. The 
entrenchment which the Tanjorines intended to throw up before it, was 
left unfinifhed > for the Cooleys quitted the work as foon as it was ad­
vanced fo far as to place them in the line of the fhot battering the walls*
The part which was finifhed was neverthelefs of fome fervice, for it 
commanded the ground over which the Englifli ‘troops were obliged to 
march to the attack, and likewife Hanked the breach itfelf. About fifty

rf'1 yards-
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yards in front of the entrenchment ran a deep and miry rivulet, which 1749* 
extended quite acrois the illand on which Devi-Cotah is fituated.

Lieutenant Ciive offered his fervice to major Lawrence to lead the 
attack; and the major, who had remarked the fifing military genius 
of this officer, very readily gave him the port of honour he requefted,
A platoon of 34 Europeans, with 700 Sepoys, were appointed for this 
fervice, who were to be fupported by the whole army as foon as the 
entrenchment fhould be carried. The Europeans, marching at the head 
of the Sepoys, eroded the rivulet with difficulty, and four o f them were 
killed by the fire from the fort before they gained the oppofite bank- 
As foon as a part of the Sepoys had paded likewife, lieutenant Clive 
advanced brifkly with the Europeans, intending to attack the en­
trenchment in flank at that end where the Cooleys had difeontinued the 
work. The Sepoys who had paffed the rivulet, inflead of following 
clofely. as they were ordered, remained at the bank, waiting until 
they were joined by greater numbers. The enemy perceived this neglect, 
which left the rear of the Europeans expofed : a number o f horfe were 
concealed along the fouth fide of the fort, between' the projections of the 
towers; the neareft of which was not more than forty yards from that 
part of the entrenchment which lieutenant Clive was preparing to attack.
Juft as his men were prefen ting their mufkets to fire, a party of horfe 
rufhed fword in hand from behind the tower, and by a rapid evolu­
tion, which manifefted the excellency both of the horfes and the riders, 
fell on the rear of the platoon with fo much impetuofity, that the men 
had no time to face about arid defend themfelves, and in an inftant 26 
of the platoon were cut to pieces, A  horieman had his fword uplifted to 
ftrike at lieutenant Clive, who eicaped the blow by fteppingon one fide 
whilft the horfe paffied him } he then ran towards the Sepoys, whom he 
had the good fortune to join, being one of tour who were all that eicaped 
from this .daughter. lie  found the Sepoys drawn up in order, but they 
had not advanced a ftep to fupport the platoon. The Tanjonne horfe, 
fat.isfied.with their fuccefs, did not. prole cute their advantage by attack­
ing the Sepoys, but returned to the ftations from whence they had made 
the onfet.

0^2 Major
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1749. Major Lawrence, on this dii after, determined to attack the trench 
v~-» with all the Europeans, who now crofled the rivulet, and advanced in 

a compad body, with a platoon of grenadiers at their head. The ene- 
mv kept up an irregular fire until the grenadiers came to the trench, 
and then they took flight along the fuuthern fide of the fort: The Eng- 
lifh troops immediately moved up to the breach, when the Tanjorine 
horfe fallicd again from behind the tower y and were in fie red to ap­
proach within fourteen yards before the firft platoon gave its fire, 
which was fo well directed that it ftruck down fourteen horfemen : 
rlfis execution flung the reft into fuch confafion that they immediately 
fled back, and the troops mounting the breach, found it abandoned by 
the garrifori, whom they difeovered hurrying from all quarters of the 
fort to make their efcape out of the oppofite gateway : at the fame time 
all the Tanjorine horfe quitted their ftations near the fort, and retreated

to the weftwrrd.
Some of the officers examining the different buildings of the fort, 

found in one of the chambers a Tanjorine lying on the ground defpe- 
rately wounded, whom, incapable of moving without affiftance, the 
garrifon in their precipitate flight had negle&ed to carry off, aliho he was 
an officer of rank, and an Indian of a verjr high caff. He was taken care- 
of, but with a fulten obftinacy refufed every kind of atfiftaace, and 
would not fiibmit to the neceflfary operations, until he found that the 
furgeon intended to ole force. He was no fboner left alone than he 
ftripped off the bandages, and attempted to put an. end to his life, by 
tearing open his wounds; fome perfons were therefore appointed to watch 
him continually, and he was removed into a thatched hut in a dittant 
part of the fort, that his reft might not be difturbed.. Finding him- 
fe!f conftantly watched, he behaved for three days with fo much cam- 
pofure, that they, to. whofe care he was entrufted, thought he was re­
conciled to life, and relaxing their attention, left him in tire night, as 
they imagined, afleepj but they were no fboner got to feme diftance, 
than the Tanjorine crept to the corner of the hut, where a lamp was 
burning, and with it fet fhe to the thatch, which, in that dry feafon of 
the year, caught the blaze fo fiercely, that, he wp  fuffocated before it

could
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could be extinguifhed. This Indian fell a martyr to his ideas of the ^ 749 *̂  
impurity he had contracted by fuffering Europeans to adininifter to his 

wants.
The troops were employed for a few days in repairing the bfeach, and 

in other works neeeffary to put the fort in a good flats of defence * after 
which major Lawrence detached a party of too Europeans, with 300 
Sepoys, to take poffeffion of the pagoda o f Ache vs ram, lying five miles 
to the fouth-weft of Devi-Cotah. All the pagoda’s on the to?.it >f c,o- 
ropaandel are built on the fame general plan: a large area, which is 
commonly a fquare, is inclofed by a wall of 15 or 20 L et high, and 
in the middle of the area, are the temples, which, as if it was intended 
that they fhould be concealed from public view, are never raifed above 
the height of the furrounding wall. In the middle of one or more of 
the fides of this wall is a gateway,, over which is built a high tower, not 
defigned as a defence to the pagoda, but as an hiftorical monument of 
the gods to whom it is dedicated ; for the four faces of the tower are 
crouded with fculptures, reprefenting the attributes and adventures of thefe 
divinities. The pagoda of Achevaram is a fquare of which each of the licks- 
extends about 300 yards: it was iurrendered to the Englifh detachment 
on the firflfummons by the Bramins, who intreated them not to enter foe 
more facred places: but theTanjorine army no fooner heard that theEng- 
lifli had got poffefiion of it, than their horror of the pollutions to which 
their temple was ex poled, infpired them with a refblution, which neither 
their attachment to their prince, nor their notions of military honour, 
would have produced. A party of 5000 men marched from the camp,, 
and as foon as it was night attacked the pagoda; fame with ladders at­
tempting to mount the walls, whiift others endeavoured to burn down- 
the gate, by piling up againft it large bundles of ftraw mixed with 
other combuftible matters. The Englifh, knowing they fliould all be 
put to the fword, if the Tanjorines retook the place, defended themfelves 
vigoroufly: forne were employed in overfetting the ladders, whiift others 
fired upon thofe who attempted to mount them. The guard who 
defended the gate opened the wicket; firing through it and pufhing 
down the bundles o f ftraw with their halberts: the enemy fit!! peril tied 
to bring more ftraw. and continued their attacks until break of day,.

when
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1749, when they retreated, having loft near 300 men: only five or fix ot the 

*--“v— ' defenders were killed. Tire next day major Lawrence marched with 
the greatest part o f the army to captain. Cope’s afliftancc, and the Tan- 
jorines made no farther attempts, • fi- f | |  . I

By this time admiral Bofcawen and the government o f Fort St. David 
liad fufficient reafon to believe, that any future undertaking againft the 
kingdom of Tanjore would be attended with great difficulties. At the 
fune time the king made propofais of accommodation. The English 
ihpulated thr.t the fort of Devi-Cotab, with as much land adjoining to 
it as would produce the annual income of 9000- pagoda's, fhould he 
ceded to the Eafi: India company for ever: that the king of Tanjore 
fhould reimburfc the eXpences of the war.; and that he fhould allow 
Sauj.oh.ee a penfion of 4 0 0 0  rupees; they obliging themfelves to be . 
an fiver able for his per ion, as likewife that he fhould never give any 
more.difturbapee to the kingdom. 1 he king of ianjore acceded with­
out hefitation to thefe conditions; but his compliance did not proved fo 
much from his dread of the Engliih arms, as from his fenie of the danger 
with which his kingdom was threatened, in confequencc of events which « 
happened a few days before in the Carnatic, and which had ftruck the 
whole coaft of Coromandel with confiernation,

Chunda-faheb, made prifoner by the Morattoes, when they took the 
city of Tritchanopoly in 1741, was cfleerned by them a prize of fo 
much importance, that they not only kept him under the fit .cleft con­
finement, but rejected all the offers he made for his random, as much 
inferior to what they imagined his wealth enabled him to pay. The 
richeft prince in Indoftan 'never hefitates to plead poverty whenever 
money is to be paid ; and Chunda-faheb, either unable or unwilling to 
fatisfy their exorbitant demands, remained in his confine met it, coire- 
fpoaiding for fix years with his friends in different provinces, and fug- 
gefting to them the means of inducing the Morattoes to fet him at li­

berty for a moderate fum.
The chiefs who were related to the former fucceffion of Nabobs, which 

ended by the affaffination of the young Seid Mahonie.fi retained their 
averfion to the reign of An’war-adean Khan; but they faw no one 
nmongft themfelves in the Carnatic endowed with'Efficient power and

repu-
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reputation to attempt the recovery of the government into their own 174.9. 
family. There exiftcd indeed at Vandewafh a brother o f Seid Mahomed, W v *^  
born after the death of their father, the Nabob Subder-ally; but 
the infancy of this prince rendered him unfit to appear at the head of a 
confederacy : And altho’ MortiV-ally, the governor of Vdore, was 
a near relation to the former Nabobs, and pofieiTed a large domain 
with great treafures, yet his pufillanimity rendered him incapable of 
heading a dangerous enterprize, and the knowledge of his treacherous 
difpofition deftroyed all confidence in the engagements he might enter 
into. O f  the reft, none had great reputation as generals, nor great 
power as princes; but, collected under a proper head, their ftrength 
might become formidable.

Chunda-faheb had made his way to the higheft offices of the govern­
ment by the fervices of his fword, and was d  teem eel the ableft foldier 
that had of late years appeared in the Carnatic. His contempt of the 
fordid means by which moft of the Indian princes amafs treafures, had 
gained him the affections of the whole province ; and an excellent un­
demanding contributed to make his charaaer univkrlally revered. The 
reft, o f the chiefs therefore concurred in regarding him as the fitted; perfdn 
to enter into competition with An’war-adean Khan for the Nabobfhip 
but this teftimony of their deference for feme time only ferved to rivet his 
fetters more ftrongly; for the Morattoes increafed their demands in pro­
portion as they found the chara&erof their prifoner rifing in importance.

The wife and fon of Chunda-faheb had remained at Pondicherry 
from the time that he was carried away by the Morattoes; and the year 
after that event Mr. Dupleix arrived there, appointed governor-general 
of the French nation in India. He treated the family, of Chunda-faheb, 
under his protection, with great refpeeft; and by a frequent intercourfe 
with the wife, very foon learnt the ftate o f her hufband's affairs, and the 
difpofitions of his relations in the province'. His fagacity diftinguifhed, in, 
thefe latent principles of future convulfions, a poflibility o f  aggrandizing 
his nation in India, where many caufes concurred to prevent their eftab- 
Kfhments from becoming fo eminently advantageous as he was ambitious 
of rendering them.

The Englifh, eftablifhed in Indoftan many years before the French
1 , bads
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iy j§ ,  bad made any fetdements in the country, bad confirmed in .the na- 
V ,J-W  tives a prepoM on in their favour, by the pundualky of their deal­

ings, the goodnefs of the commodities they imported, and. above all, 
by the great extent of their trade; and this luperiority perpetually inter­
rupt^ the progrefe of the French commerce. At the fame time the af- 

*• fairs of all the European colonies were controuled by the Mogul govern­
ment almoft as much as thole of the natives thcmielves, who are fubjedt 
to the moll defpotic fway; For their trade was liable to the interruption uf 
every great and petty officer through whofe dittridt or department it palled; 
and inEcngal, where Mr. Du pie is had refided for a long time, there never 
pafll-d a year in which the Nabob did not extort large fums of money 
from each of the European fcttlcments: garnfons were maintained* and 
other military expences incurred, which greatly dimufithed the profits ot 
the trade; but fuch was the high opinion of the military ftrength of the 
Indian -mernments, that the European troops were never employed in 
oppofition to the will of the prince of the country. At the fame time ah 

✓  the manufactures of India proper for the markets of Europe had, from a 
long fucceffion of importations of fiber, rifen fo much m price, and 
diminithed fo much in the goodnefs of the fa-brick, that they afforded 
much Ids profit than in former times. 1  he concurrence of ffiefe ^ a d ­
vantages convinced Mr.Dapleix that the trade of fcdoflan was no longer 
worth the attention of France, nor indeed of any other nation tn Europe.
But difeoveving the un military tharadlcr of the natives, and the perpe­
tual difientions of their rulers, he was led to imagine, that by joining lome 
of thefe competitors he might gain by conqueft more advantages than 
any other European nation had hitherto derived from trade. l ie therefore 
determined to profecute this plan, by giving affiftance to Chunda-faheb. ?

Thefe ideas probably dictated ‘thole impediments white, he flung m 
the wav of Mr. de la Bourdonnais’s operations, to prevent mm from 
employing his troops, after the capture of Madrafs, in other parts ot 
India; for at that time Mr.DupIeix held a conftant ccrrefponder.ee with 
Chunda-faheb in his imprifonmont, and they were then concerting the 
means of accomplishing their mutual interefls. ,The rnealurc necellary 
to be fitft carried into execution, was the relealeof Chunda-faheb; and,
Mr Dupleix guaranteeing the engagement, the Morattoes were at laid
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fatisned with 7 ao.ooo.rupees, and Contented to furniih him with 3000 1 749.

of their own troops.
With this force, and the fpirit of an adventurer, he left Sattarah irt 

the beginning of the year 174.8, intending to make conquefts wherever 
opportunity, prefented itfelf, until he ihould-acquire, by conti ibunons, 
the treasures nfeceffary to maintain an army fufficient to attack the 
province‘o f Arcot.- He .arrived-* during the liege or Ponuichc>»y,. 
on the weftern confines o f the Carnatic, and found two Raja - at war :• 
he fide'd with one of them, who, betrayed by fonie of his officers, 
was totally defeated in a general battle, in which it is- laid that 
Chunda-fahcb hlmielf was taken prifoaer, but that he was immediately 
releafed on producing a declaration from the king of the Morattoes, 
which enjoined all princes whomfbevei to refped bis perfect, on pain of 
incurring the refeniment of the whole Morattoe nation. The greateft 
part of Gbunda-fahcb’s troops, were difperled after this defeat, and he' 
was left with only 300 men, when he received an invitation from the 
Raja of Chitterdourg, to come to his affiitance, and take the command 
of his army againft the Raja of Bedrour. The territories of thefe two- 
princes lay near the eaf ern confines o f the country of Canara, which 
extends along the coaft of M;daba between the rivers Alega and Can- 
gerecora. Difafters could not deprefs the Ipirit of Chanda faheb; he 
marched away, with the handful of men he commanded, and arrived 
juft as the t.wo armies were ready to engage. In this battle his courage 
and flcill were fo well feeonfied by the troops of Chitterdourg, that he 
obtained a compleat vidory : three thoufand of the enemy's horfe, after 
the defeat, offered their fervice to him, whom he took into bis pay, 
and likewife 2500 of the troops of bis ally: fo that he was now at the 
head of 6000 m en: but this force being Hill infufficiertt-to attempt the 
conqueft of the Carnatic, he found reiources in the confequences of 
other events, which had lately happened at Delhi, and in the govern- 

> mefit of the Toubahffiip of the fouthern provinces.
The Great Mogul Mahomed Schah, who had fuffered'101739 the 

humiliation of laying his crown at the feet o f Thatfi&s luonh Kan, by 
whom he was again reinftated in the monarchy of lr.deflan, continued 
to govern the empire with fo trembling a hand, that the principal offi­
cers of his court adted in their tcvbral departments without controul t
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1749 but the visler Khnmir-ul-dicn, who had held this office ever lines 
u *'v‘w  the acceffionof Mahomed, continued inviolably attached to hisfovereign.

None o f the fubfequent events of the government of Delhi affect im­
mediately the prefent objedfc of our narrative, until the year 1748; when 
an army of Afghans from Candahar, invaded the northern provinces 
under the command of Ahmed the Abdalli, fo called from his tribe. t| :■ ■■■■ 
This man was treafurcr to Nadir Schah, when affaffinated on the 8th of 
June 1747. in Perfia j on which event, he went off with all the treafure 
tinder his care, and in lefs than fix months efhbkfhed himfelf in the fove- 
reignty of all the provinces of Indoftan ceded to the Perfians in 1779, 
and of as large a territory on the other fide of the mountains. Ahmed 
Schah, the etdeff fon of Mahomed, with the vizier, marched againft the 
Abdallij various encounters enfued with various fticcefs}and during a can­
nonade the vizier was flain by. a ftraggling cannon ball, whilft at prayers 
in his tent. His death afili&ed the emperor fo violently, that after paf- 
fing the night in lamentations, he expired the next day fetting on his 
throne, in a fit brought on by the agony of his grief The prince Ah­
med, leaving the command of the army to Munnee the for, of the deceas­
ed vizier, immediately returned from the army to Delhi, and was ac­
knowledged emperor without oppofition, in the month of April 174 8.

The death of Mahomed Schah was in a few months fucceeded by ano­
ther of greater confequence to ludofian : it was that of Nizara-al-mu- 
luck, Soubah of the decan, who notwithfianding his whole life had 
paffed in the utmoff intrigues, anxieties, and iniquities of oriental 
ambition, arrived to the uncommon age of 104 years.

He left five fous j the eldeft, Ghdzi-o-dean, inherited all the ambition 
and wickcdnefs of bis father, with a more enterprizing and intrepid Ipirit. 
Nizam-al-tnuluck, when returning to the Decan, after the retreat of N a­
dir Schah, had obliged the weak Mahomed to. confer the offices of pay- 
mailer and captain-general of the army on this fon} in which polls he conti­
nued at the court, employinghis power, as his fatherbeforehim,againft the 
authority of his fovereigb, and foon became the patron of all the turbulent 
or difeffedted omrahs in the empire. On the death of his father, he obtained 
the fucceffion to the foubahfiiip of the Decan frerh the emperor Ahmed 
Schah: but as too much engaged in other affairs at Delhi to proceed to 
this government. The fecond fon Nazir-jing had once fled from hisffther’s |
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court, and appeared in arms again ft him. I  he father took the field; 1749.
and when the two armies were near each other, confined himfeif to his ' 
tent fo ftridfly, that by firft making his own army believe he was re­
duced to the point of death by ficknefs, the report was iikewife believed 
in the camp of Nazir-jing, and by Nazir-jing himfeif, to whom inel- 
fengers were continually fen with pathetic invitations from his father, 
delating to embrace him before he died. The ftratagem was fo well 
conduced, that Nazir-j' .g at laid determined to pay the viixt, and no 
fooner entered Nizam-al-multick’s tent, than he was arrefted, and put 
into fetters, and accompanied his father under this reftv.fint during feverai 
months, until Nizanwal-muluck being perfuaded of his contrition, ac~ 
cepted of his fubmiflions, and fet him at liberty; after which he was not 

|  guilty of any difobcdience, The other three (bus had not diftinguifhed 
ihemudves either for good or evil, but had always remained conftant at­
tendants at their father’s court,

The great men in Indodan bear great affection to their children 
during their infancy ; but as fool as thefe arrive at the age of 
emancipation, the perpetual intrigues of an Indian court render them, 
from being a confolatioa to their parents, the ohjedt* of their nvif- 
trutl: for there a«a never wanting tb.qfe who endeavour to engage 
them in parties, and even in plots; fmm h sn.eeit often happeij-s, that 
a prince, in his latter days, Uyes without affedian to his own fens, and 
gives every kind of paternal preference t© his grandchildren a and this 
recurs lo frsquemly to. ©bfervation, that one of the oriental poets has 
laid, « that the parents have, during the life of their fons, fuch over­
weening affedion for their grandchildren, beeauie they lee in them 
the enemies of their enemies..” Amongft the grand-fans- of Nizam-$i~ 
muluck was one barn of his favourite daughter. This young man, 
calledHidayet m'ohy-o-dean, he hadahvays kept.near his perlbn. and che- 
rifhed with great affedion, infomuch immediately after his death, 
a report prevailed, that he had in his u ill not only .appointed this grand- 
fon to inherit the greateft part of his treasures, but had Iikewife nominated 
him to Succeed in the government of the Southern provinces. It is very 
difficult to afcertiin the authenticity of any of the written ads aferibed 
to the princes of Indoftan, for ofing a feal as their Signature, the mi­

l l  2 preffion

m  . ' . '


