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•1749. pfeffion is canly counterfeited; and this, as well as other methods of 
******* forgery, are commonly pradtifed without Icruple, whenever it is thought 

expedient to have, recoa-rfe to them : lb that we cannot determine whether 
the report of die hequeft made by Nizam-al-muluck to his grandfon 
Was well grounded, or without foundation ; it is certain, that it was 
generally believed. As a feudatory to the Mogul empire, Nizam-al- 
muluck had no right tp. bequeath even his treafures, much lefs his 
fovereignty.

Nazir-iing had for forac time-commanded his father’s army, and avail­
ed himfelf of the power derived from his offices to oppofe the prctenlions 
of his nephew Hidayet niohv-o-dean. He began by feizing Nizam-al- 
muluck’s treafures, and with thefe prepared to keep pofleffion of the fo- .A 
vercignty: he pretended, that his father had named his el deft ion Ghazi- f  
-o’-din Khan to be his heir: and that Ghazi-o’-din Khan preferring the 
employment he held at the court of Delhi, had ceded, to him the foubah- 
fhip of the fouthern provinces: and that this fovereignty was confirmed 
to him from the throne.

Amohgft other inftances of the contempt with which the majefty of 
the emperor has been treated, the governors of provinces have of late 
years not only counterfeited, without hesitation, letters, orders and patents, fit' j 
from the court, but have even hired men to ad the part of officers inverted 
by the Great Mogul with the power of conferring with them on the af­
fairs of their government. Thefe mock delegates are received with great 
pomp in the capital: the vice-roy or Nabob humbles himfelf before the 
pretended representative, who delivers in public his credentials, and d. 
the fi&itious orders he has been inftructed to enforce. Thefe mea- 
forcs are pra&ifed to appsafe the minds of the people, who (fill 
retain fo much reverence to the blood of Tamerlane, that a viceroy 
always thinks it necefiary to create an opinion amongft them that 
he is .a favourite with the emperor, even when he is in arms againft his 
authority. Both Nazir-jing and Hldayet mohy-o-efean exhibited patents 
from the Mogul, and produced delegates from Delhi. Hidayet rnohy- 
-o-dean gave out that the emperor, on appointing him to fucceed to his 
grandfather’s eftates, had dignified him with the* name of Murzafa-jing, 
or The Invincible», by which he was afterwards diffinguhhed. . But the
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wealth of which Nazir-jing had 'taken pofTefiion enabled him to keep 1749. 
his father’s army in pay ; and this was fo numerous, that the forces *—v “ ~’ 
which Murzafa-jing had collected were not fufficient to oppofe him with 
any probability of fuccefs. This prince therefore kept the field in the 
countries weft of Gol-kondah, with an army of 25000 men, waiting 
for fome lucky event that might enable him to attack his uncle with 
more advantage,

Cbunda-faheb, foon after his fuccefs at Chitterdourg, heard of the 
' fituation of Murzafa-jing’s affairs, and regarding him as a prince, who, 

like himfelf, from the fimilarity of their fortunes, was obliged to try the 
chance of bold and defperate enterprises, he determined to join, and 
offer him the fervice of his fword: his military reputation cauied him 
to be received with open arms, and the troops which he brought with 
him were taken into Murzafa-jing’s pay. Chunda-faheb highly ac­
knowledged his right to the foubailiip of the fouthern provinces, and foon 
gained his confidence by the zeal he expreffed for his caufe: he then ex­
plained his own prctenfions to the government of the Carnatic, and eafily 
prevailed on his new lord to confirm his titles by letters patent, appoint­
ing him to the nabobfhip of Arcotj but the obtaining of this favour 
was not the only proof of the great afcendance which he had acquired 
over the young prince’s mind. He reprefented that the Countries near 
Gol-kondah were too much awed by the terror of Nazir-jing’s army to 
declare in Murzafu-jipg’s favour, until he could colled a much greater 
force than that which accompanied him at prefent; anti that the fame 
dread would be a perpetual-obftaclc to the augmentation of his army 
in the countries where he now kept the field ; but that his force 
was fully fumcient for the conquefl of the Carnatic againfl his omi 
rival Ao’war-.adean Khan; that this conqueff, by pitting them in pof- 
fetlkmof the attentive territories which lay between 4\rcot and Cape 
Comorin, would furnifh fuch refeurces both of men and money, as 
might enable him to return and attack Nazir-jing .with equal force, 
.Chunda-faheb then offered himfelf as the companion and conductor of 
Murzafa-jingi until this hardy enterprize fiiould be accomplished,., or,, if 
fortune frowned, until they fhould both peri fit in the attempt. The 
romantic caff of this projed could not fail of making the ftrongefl im- 
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r,4 9. preffion on the mind of a young prince naturally brave, and ambitious 
'— v~«j p̂ iring a love reignty. MiurzaUi-jing now looked upon Chunda—

faheb. as his guardian angel, and agreed implicitly to follow all his 

views.
Mr. Duplet* very foon received intelligence of thefe rdblutiosSs, and 

was invited to take part in the projetft, with afiurances of receiving con- 
fid.erable advantages for hirafrif and the French haft India company, 
if it lucceedcdi Nothing could be more conformable to his view's than 
luch an opportunity of aggrandizing at once his own reputation and 
the interefls of his nation in India. /Vs foon as lie heard that Murzafa- 
jing’s artrsv approached the ’confines"pf the Carnatic, he ordered 400
Europeans and 2000 Sepoys to march and join them:. This body was jjj
commanded by Mr. d’Auteui!, and accompanied by Raza-feheb, the foil 
of Chunda-laheb, who had' refided at Pondicherry during the whole §j 
time of his father’s imprifonment.

Ariwar-adean, the Nabob of Arcot, from his acceftten after the 
murder of Seid Mahomed, had governed the Carnatic without re­
ceiving any difturbance from inteftine commotions, and very little from 
foreign heftilities; for all the military operations of his reign had .con- 
lifted in the reduction of certain Polygafs, who, from territories confining 
on the Carnatic, had made fome predatory incorftom into the province.
But his attention had been conftantly fixed on the perfoo of Chunda- 
faheb: he kept emiflarics at Sattarah, to obferve him during his con­
finement, which it is probable he protra&ed by 'bribing the Morattocs,
As foon as Chunda-faheb was fit at liberty, the Nabob never doubted, 
how much foever be diflcmbled, that the time approached when he 
fhould be obliged to maintain his government by his fword. He re­
formed his army, which, like thoffr of mo ft Indian princes in times of 
peace, , was eampoled of an undifciplined rabble, and enliftcd none but 
the beft men and borfes. Of thefe he formed a well-appointed army, 
con lifting of .12,000 cavalry and 8000 infantry, and with this force de­
termined to defend the entrance of the Carnatic to extremity : but ano­
ther meafure equally neceflary to his prefervation he omitted 3 for he 
negleded, probably from die pralimony of his difpofition, to aik from 
the Englifb. the affiftance of a body of their troops.; and the Erigltfh,
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employed, in fupporting a much lefs important caufe, were equally blind 1749. 
to their real intereft, in neglecting to join the Nabob of their own 
accord, as Icon as they found the French determined to fupport his 
rival.

Chunda-faheb and Murzafa-jing approached, levying contributions,in 
the countries thro5 which they palled, in virtue 6f the quality of Soubah 
affirmed by Murzafa-jing In their progrefs they likewiie augmented 
the number of their troops, which, when arrived at the borders of 
the Carnatic, amounted to 40,000 men. The troops fent from Pondi­
cherry eroding the weftern. mountains, at a diftance from the Nabob’s 
army, joined Murzafa-jing without oppofition; who immediately pro­
ceeded to attack the Nabob, and found bin. encamped, with 20,000 
men, under the fort of Amour, lying 50 miles wed of Arcot, and 
about .30 to the fonth of DamaUcherry, where Doaff-aily Klhan was 
killed fighting againft the Morattocs in 1740. This fort of Amour is- 
built on the furomit of a mountain, between which and a large lake at 
ftjtre diianre from it is one of the principal pa flies leading into the Car­
natic. I he Nabob had thrown up aero is the pads s firosag entrenchment 
defended by cannon, which was fsrved bv about 60 vagabond Euro­
peans. The ditch of the entrenchment was tilled by water ifcpm the 

. lake j with which the Nabob had likewiie caufed the ground in front to 
be overflowed,

Mr. d Auteuil offered to Cbnnda-faheb to ftorm the entrenchment with 
the troops fent from Pondicherry, without the affiffance of any part of 
MurZafa-jing's army .; and Chund.wfahelv glad of an opportunity to 
fhew that .prince the great lervices which the European allies he ' 
procured for him were-capable.of performing, readily accepted the offer..
Tfhe F reach lo). dices were animated by exaggerated -ropreientaiio-ns of 
the gre t̂ treafures and other valuable pi under in the Nabobs camp, and 
advanced with the Sepoys refblutHy to- the attack's but they were re- 
plfffei, chiefly bv the Nabob’s artillery, of which the fitft difcmrge- 
was well pointed, and did execution: they rallied, and made a fecund 
attack, which laded more than half an hour, and many of them had- 
mounted the bread-work o f the entrenchment j but they were again- 
beat off, and obliged to retire'; and in this attack M ivd’Auteuil was 
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>1749, wounded. -Stimulated by the expeftations which were entertained of
'~-v  ' their prowefs by Chunda-iaheb and Munzafvi-jing, who with the whole

army under their command had been fped iters -of the repulfes they 
had fuftained, they refolved to make another chert: at the fame time 
the courage of the defenders-had been daggered by the progrefs which jf 
the French troops had made in the preceding attack 3 fo that Mr. d’Au- 
teuil now found Ids re ii fiance than he expected, and the French got 
over the breail-work with little lofs. The different bodies ported to de­
fend the intre: Junent took flight as foots as they law the French in 
■ pofiefiien of i t : tilde formed, and advanced in order towards the 
enemy’s main body, where the Nabob’s standard was difplayed. He 
was Fere in perfon, mounted on an elephant, and furrounded, accord­
ing to the Indian military array, by the chofen cavalry of his army, 
whom he was animating with great fpirit to ftand their ground, when 
numbers of the troops of Murzafa-jing, led by Chunda-faheb, having 

•eroded the entrenchment, joined the French battalion, and appeared 
advancing with them. In this inrtant-the Nabob was informed that the 
■ ftandard of Maphuze Khan, his eldell ion, who commanded -a wing 
•of the main body, had difappeared, and that Maphuze Khan hi-mfelf 
•was flain by a cannon fhot. in the firft agitations caufed by this dift- 
•arter, he perceived the elephant of Chunda-faheb, and knew the eniigns ' , 
of his rival: more than one paffion was now excited} and the Nabob, 
furious by the fight of the author of this calamitous day, ordered the 
conductor of his elephant, with the promile o f'a  great reward, to pufli 
diredly againft the elephant of Chunda-faheb. A part of the French 
'battalion was in the way: they fired; a fhot from the rnufquet of a 
Caffre went through the Nabob’s heart, and he fell from, bis elephant 
dead on the plain. As it generally happens in the battles of Tndortan 
•on the death of the commander in chief, all tliofe troops, who had hi­
therto appeared determined to (land by the Nabob’s ftandard, fled as foon 
as he fell, and the rout became general, Murzafa-jing’s troops pur- 
fued the fugitives, took many, and killed more. Amongft the flain were 
three or four principal officers; and amongft thole who furreudered 
was Maphuze Khan the Nabob’s eldeft ion ; his ffin Mahomcd-aHy 
was likewife in the battle; but he laved himfelf by flight. Twelve
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of the French battalion were killed, and 63 wounded : and about 300 1.749.
of their Sepoys were e:ther killed or wounded: of Murzafa-jing’s '

i  army very few were loft. This decifive battle was fought on the 23d 
of July : the victorious army found the tents of the defeated Handing, 
and great quantities of baggage in the camp, which they plundered : 
the booty was valuable % fixty elephants, and a great number of hcrfes, 
were taken; which, with the artillery, arms, and military ftores,

’ hgl Chunda-faheb and Murzafa-jing referved to themfelves, and permitted 
I their foldiery to take the reft of the fpoil : the French battalion had their 

reward in money. The next day the army let out for Arcot, the 
capital, and took pofleffion of the city and its fort without meeting any 
oppofition.

; :>b Murzafa-jing here aflumed all the ftate and ceremonial o f a Sou bah, 
and, as the ftrft mark of his authority, iflued letters patent, appointing his 
friend Chunda-faheb Nabob of the Carnatic, and of all the other dominions 
which had been under the jurifdiftion of An’war-adean Khan, This fud- 
den revolution naturally ftruck with eon-fte-roation all the chiefs and princes 
of the coaft of Coromandel, who wilhed ill to the caufe of Chunda-faheb,
Foretnoft of theft was the king of Taftjoro, whole anceftor, at the time 
that the Mpors conquered tine Carnatic, fubmkte- on condition of go­
verning his country by its ancient cuftomsj and for the enjoyment of 
this privilege agreed ,f#ipay an annual tribute, as well as to furnifh a 
contingency of troops whenever the government of the Carnatic fttouid 
be at war in fupport of the in te re ft of the great Mogul When Chunda- 
faheb, in 1736, was confirmed in the .government of Tritchanopoly, he 
Summoned the king of Tanjore to account for arrears of tribute, and 
pretended that lie had in other refpe&s offended, againft the tovereignty 
-of the emperor. A war enfued, in which Chunda-iafaeb' bdieged the 
capital of Tanjore, but without fuccefs. The dread entertained of his, 
ambition by the princes of the fouthern parts of the peninfula. together 
with their deteftation of the violations committed by his troops in their 
temples, induced theft princes, and above all the king o f Tanjore, to 
follicit the Morattocs to invade the Carnatic, at the fame time that 
Nizam-al-uiuluck, from other motives, was inftigating that people to 
attack it. The difafters brought on the reigning family at Arcot, and
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i 749 the detriment which Chunda-iaheb himfelf had fuffered by the incur- 
W-V~—' flon of the Morattoes, were fuch as left no hopes of reconciliation in 

thofe who had contributed to bring about that revolution. The news 
of the battle of Amour reached Tanjore whilft the Englifh troops under 
the command of Major Lawrence were in the country, and ftruck the 
king with fo much terror, that, to gain their friendihip, or even to make 
them ceafe hoftilities at this critical conjuncture, he would, if infifted 
on, have agreed to uch harder terms than thofe which the Englifh im- 
pofed, After the ratification of the treaty by which Devi-Cotah was 
ceded. Major Lawrence, leaving a garrifon in that fort, returned with 
the reft of the troops to Fort St. David, where news had been lately 
received that a peace was concluded in Europe between Great Britain 
and France.

The revolution at Arcot did not fail to create much follicitude in the 
Englifh at Fort St. David ; and the part which Mr. Dupleix had taken 
in it {Efficiently explained his ambitious views: but unfortunately their 
own proceedings at this very time againft the king of Tanjore deftroyed 
the propriety of any protefts againft Dupleix’s conduft ; for they could 
accufe him of nothing, which they had not done fhemfelves. .Avoid­
ing therefore any difcufllons on the battle of Amour, they confined 
themfelves for the prefent to demand the reftoratiem of Maclrafs, which 
the French, by an "article in the peace of Aix laXhapelle, were obliged 
to deliver up. Mr. Bofcawen, with a part of the fquadron, Failed 
thither to tail; poffeflion of the town: it was evacuated in the middle of 
Auguft; and the Enghfh received it in a condition very different from 
that in which they had left it. The buildings within the White 
Town had (offered no alteration but the baftions and batteries of this 
quarter had been enlarged and improved The French had utterly de- 
molifhed that part of the Black Town which lay within 300 yards 
from the W hite; in which fpace had ftood the buildings belonging 
to the moft opulent Armenian and Indian merchants • with the ruins 
they had formed an. cxxeilent glacis, which covered the north fide of the.
White Town ; and they had likewife flung up another to the fouth fide.
The defences of the town remained (Fill much interior to thofe of Fort 
St, David, where the fortifications had been & much improved, that

th a
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the Eaft India company had ordered the prefidency of their Settlements 174-9 ' 
on the coaft of Coromandel to be continued here.

Mr. Bofcawen, during his flay at Madrafs, difeovered that the Indian 
Roman Catholics who refided at St. Thome, and formed the greateft 

■ M -part of the inhabitants of this town, were, by the influence of their 
priefls, attached to the French, as brethren of the fame per uafion. By 
the conftant intercourfe arillng from the vicinity of the two towns, the 
priefls of St. Thome were enabled to get intelligence of the tranfactions 
of the Englifli at Madrals, and never failed to communicate them to 
Mr. Dupleix, who gave out that Mursafa-jing had made over the pro­
perty of St. Thome to the French company. Mr. Bofcawen, to remove 
the prefent inconveniences, and to prevent the greater detriments which 
would arife by the eftablifhment of a French garrifon in the town, took 
poffeffion of it for the Englith company. The town had for many years 
belonged to the Nabobs of Arcot; and after the death of An’war-adean 
Khan feemed to belong to nobody, for there were no officers either civil 
or military a&ing with authority in the place. All the fufpedied priefls 
were bapifhed, and one of them, who had been lent by Mr. Dupleix 
from Pondicherry, was tranfported to Europe. The Englifli flag was 
hoifted in the town, and a fmall redoubt, capable of containing about 
30 men, was railed at the mouth of the river.

In the mean time Mu’rzafa-jing and Chunda-faheb were employed at 
Arcot in fettling the affairs of their new government: they fu mmoned all 
the chiefs of diflri&s, .and governors of forts, friends as well as foes, to 
pay a contribution, which they received from many, and, amongft the 
reft, Mortiz-’ally, the governor of Velore, paid 700,000 rupees. After 
having thus eflabliilied the reputation of their authority as fovereigns, 
they proceeded with the greateft ’ part of their army, accompanied by 
the French battalion, to Pondicherry, and made their entry into the 
city with great pomp. Mr. Dupleix received them with au the often- 
tatious ceremonies and oriental, marks of refpect due to the high rank 
they affumed, and fpared no expence in his entertainment of Murzafa- 
jing, to raifeinhim a high opinion of the grandeur and magnificence 
of the French nation. Here they fettled the plan of their future opera­
tions ; and Chuiida-fahcb prefented Mr. Dupleix with the ibvcreigntv.
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” 1749. 6? Sr villages in the neighbourhood of Pondicherry: after which he

w toofc'iho field with Murzafa-jiug, arid encamped about 20 miles to' the. 
weft of the city. . ■ ■ '''■

Mahomt*d-ally, the fecond ten of AnVar-:u;ean Khan, fled-from the- t,
battle of Amour cfircfUy to Trit'chsmopofy,- where his ftiother, With the 
greateft par;- of his father’s trtaferest, had been ferit for fecu-rity, on the 
£dl neves of Churida-fohcb’s approach to the- Carnatic. This city Was- 
much better fortified than any place of the fame extent under An’war- 
juleaii Khan’s government j nevertheleft there remained little hopes o f 
dbfcndihg it againft Murzafa-jing, nftrfted by the F • arch troops, unlefeth® 
garrifoxl was reinfbrOed by t : body of Englifh, Mahomed-ally, not doubt­
ing but the Eriglhh would he convinced, of the neceffity of flopping the 
j> rogrefs of the French, applied to them, as foon as he arrived at Tritcha- 
BOpdy, for aiManee, He aliened, that both Murzafa-jing and Chunda- 
faheb were rebels to the empire 5 that Nazir-jirig was the real Soubah 
appointed by the Great Mogul j that he bimfclf Was the real Nabob 
of the Carnatic, having obtained the reverlion of the nabobfhip from 
Nizam-al-rholuck; and that he daily expected to receive the confirma­
tion from Nazk-jing: a few days after he affirmed that he had received 
the patents of his appointment.

Whilft Mr. Dopleix was profecuring a plan which he knew to be 
entirely agreeable tc the views of the monarch and minifters of France, 
the agents of the Englifh E. ft India company were not authorized from 
the court of directors to involve their affairs m the rifle and expences of 
military operations: for having neither fufpeded the views of Mr. Du- 
pleix, nor, until the tranfitory expedition to Tanjore, entertained-, - any. 
inch views themfelves, they had negte&cd to aik, and confeq-uently 
the directors to give, fuch a power to exert themfelves as the pretent 
emergency of affairs required : at the fame time they retained their an­
cient reverence to the Mogul government. Murzafa-jing, for ought, 
they knew, might be the Mogul’s reprefentative, and fo might Nazir- 
jin'g: they were id the Tame uncertainty of Mahomcct-ally’s title ; and 
therefore dreaded the rifqiie of fubje&ing the company ’s -fcttlements in all 
parts of India to the refentment of the court of Delhi, if, by interfering

1 , . ; »
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-n t̂ e prefent war of Coromandel, they fhould chance to take the i 749- 
wrong fide. Neccflity was their juftification for having .taken pofleflion 
of St. Thome ; and they already repented feverely of their expedition to 
Tanjore; and relinquishing all views ot conqueft, they imagined that 

•;;. the reftitution of thefe .places would at any time Hitlsry the Mogul go­
vernment, which they were very unwilling to offend any farther. Re­
trained by this fpirit of caution, at the fame time that they fully faw 
the dangers to which they were expo fed., they were incapable of 
taking the vigorous refactions which the neccflity of their affairs de­
manded. They fhould have kept Mr, Bofcawen with his force on 
the coaft, and joined their whole flrength to Mahomed-aliy, without- 
confidering who was or was not autitopfeed to fight in the Carnatic: 
whereas they only feat 120 Europeans, to join Mahomed-ally at 
Tritchanopoly, and iiifered Mr. Bofcawen to return to England with 
the fleet and troops, notwithstanding he had declared that he-would 
remain, if  the proficiency publickly requeued his flay at. this critical 
conjundufe.

On the 2 iff: of October the fleet failed from Fort St. David, leaving 
1  behind goo men, to reinforce the garrifon. The French were fa -fenfibk 

of the great advantages they fhould derive from Mr. Bofcawcn’s de­
parture, that they could not immediately bring them'.elves to believe that 
he intended to quit India, but imagined that he had only left the coaft 
to avoid the ftormy moniben, and purpofed to return as loon as that 
feafon was pa-fled. However, they were prepared to take advantage- 
even of this abfence,' fhort as they fuppofed it; and the very nest day ' 
Marzafa-jing’s army, accompanied by 8co Europeans, 300 Cadres and 
Topafles, with a train of artillery, began to inarch from Pondi­
cherry, anti eroding the river Coleroon, entered tire kingdom of
Tanjore. ' -b *. -% ■ "•*

Mr. Depleix had flrongty recommended to Chanda-fah-eb to fufler 
nothing to divert him -from proceeding diredly to attack the city of 
Tritchanopoly; fince it was evident, that until this place was reduced, 
the family o f An’war-adean Khan would always b;-. enabled, to make 
efforts to recover the naboblhip. Chunda-iaheb acquiefced in the 
truth of this reafaning; and, not to difeourage the ardour with which-

Mr*
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?^|%49. Mr. Duplcix fupported his caufe, folcmnly promifed to follow his ad- 
w -V :—’ vjce> when at the fame time he intended to aft contrary to it. From 

the dread of leffening his own importance, as well as that of Murzafa- 
jing, he had carefully concealed from Mr. Duplcix that their trea­
sures, notvrithftanding the large contributions they had railed, were 
almoft exhaufted by maintaining fo numerous an army ; and fear­
ing that the fiege of Tritchanopoly might be protracted fo long, that 
their troops would defert for want of pay before the place was taken, he 
had determined to open the campaign by the fiege of Tanjore, which 4 
being ill fortified, he hoped in a few days either to take, or to reduce 
to fuch extremities, as would induce the king to pay a large fum of 
morfey tolave his capital and his crown.

As foon as the army entered the kingdom, Chunda-faheb fum- 
rnoned the king to pay the arrears of tribute from the death of the 
Nabob Sadder-ally Khan in 17i *  i averting, that whatever he 
might have paid in the interval to Anwar-adean fvhau was not a .1 i- 
bute to the Mogul government, but a contribution to fupport a rebel.
It is the cuftotn in Iudoftan to make the conquered pay all the ex­
pellees .of the war; and CJhpnda-1 iheb adding to the account of the 
arrears an exaggerated account of the charges of Murzafa-jing’s expedi­
tion into the Carnatic, made the total of his demand amount to 40 
millions of rupees. The king, upon the firft approach oi the ciietnv, 
had fhut himfelf up in his capital, and now feeing the horn., which 
he had for Come time apprehended, ready to break upon ids head, loft 
courage, and offered to pay a. random: this w as more necenary toChunda- 
faheb, than either the redudion of the city, or even the conqucft of the 
kingdom; for in the firft cafe the treafures, as is the cm torn in times of 
danger, would be buried, and in the other no revenue, in the confufions 
of a revolution, could be collected for iorne months. In 01 dtt theiefoie 
to convince the king of his readinefs to enter into a negociation, he did 
not buffer his army to approach nearer than three miles of the city j and 
he requefted the commander of the French battalion not to commit 
hoftiiities during the treaty. Tire wily 1  anjorine knew that by pro­
tracting time he fbould tncreaf* the mftrefs or Ins enemies, and in his 
letters expreffed himfelf with fo much feeming humility, that Chuuda-

,, faheb
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faheb fuffered hirnfelf to be atnufed to,the middle of December, with- 1749. 
out having fettled the terms of accommodation. In.the mean time the ' 
king, correlponding with Mahomed-ally at Tritchanopoly, joined with- 
him in exhorting Nazir-jing, at GoFkondah, to come and fettle the 
affairs of the Carnatic in perfon, after the example of his father 
Nizam-al-muluck. He likcwife follidtcd the affiftancc of the Englifli, 
who exhorted him to defend himleif to the laid extremity; but 
lent to his affiftance no more than 20 Europeans, who were de­
tached from Tritchanopoly, and entered the city of Tanjore in the 
night.

Mr. Dupleix beheld with great anxiety this detention of the army be­
fore Tanjore, and continually fent letters, reprefenting to Chunda-faheb 
the fuperior importance of Tritchanopoly: and finding that his exhorta­
tions' had no effect, he ordered the commander of the French battalion- 
to endeavour to break off the treaty,, by committing feme fignal hoftility.
By this time Chunda-faheb likewife thought it neceflary to attack the 
place, and, in order to intimidate the Tanjonnes, 'made his whole army 
march round the walls founding their military mislic, This proceffion 
was repeated four days fucceffively, but without effedt. I he 1 anjorines 
fired from a he walls upon the troops, whilft they were'making this parade j. 
and on the fifth day the French troops attacked three redoubts, about 600 
yards from the walls, and carried them, with the loir, of five'Europeans.
Early the next morning fome of the king’s mi aiders came to the camp, 
and entered into conference With Chunda-faheb, who made his propofols, 
and allowed the king two days to conflder of them j but finding that no 
anfwer was returned on the third, he directed the French commandant 
to bombard the town. a few ihells fell near the king’s palace, and 
frightened him fo much, that he immediately fent the deputies to the 
camp; who renewed the conferences, which continued three days longer 
without concluding any thing. The French commandant, more weary 
than Chunda-faheb of thefe delays, renewed the bombardment; an:’ the 
enemy, affifted by the Englifli,foldiers, anfwered it by the fire of many 
pieces of cannon, which they had brought from different parts of the 
fortifications to that which was oppofite the French attack. Exafperated 
by this unexpected refit fiance, they affaulted one of the gates of the city,,

1. and
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J749* 'and carried it; but were neverthelefs prevented from entering the town 
by drong retrenchments. However, this fuccefs thoroughly intimidated 
the king, and he now, for the firft time, entered ferioufly into the <$£• 
cuffion of Chunda-faheb’s demands, and ratified the treaty on the 21 ft 
of December; by which he agreed eo pay Chunda-faheb, as Nabob,
7,000,000 rupees, and 200,000 immediately in hand to the French 
troops; he likewife ceded to the French company the lovcreignty of 81 
villages, which had formerly depended on the town of Carical, where the 
French hail eftabliflieJ thqnfclycs, and built a fort, againft his will, in 
the year 1736.

«75°* are not exadbly informed of the him ftipulated to he immediately
paid; but in thrie military coJle&ions the firft payment rarely exceeds a 
fourth part of the whole ailefTment. The king paid the money with 
■ the fame fpirit of procraftination that lie had employed in making the 
agreement. One day he fent gold and filver plate, and his officers 
■ wrangled like pedlars for the prices at which it fhouid be valued;, an­
other day he fent old and obfolete coins, fuch as he knew Would require 
ftrift and tedious examination 5 and then he fent jewels and precious (tones, 
o f which the value Was Hill more difficult to be ascertained. Chunda- 
falieb favv the drift of thefe-artifices, and knowing them to be common 
practices, fubtpitted to wait, rather than lofe the money, of which he 
was Co much in want. In thefe delays fcveral weeks more elapfed; 
and the king of Tanjore had not completed the firft payment when 
Mr. Dupleix informed Chundah-faheb, that Nazir-jing was approaching 
from Gd-kcndah, and advifed him nt all events to take poftefTion of Tan- 
jore as a place of refuge. But this news ftrock Murzafa-jliig with fo 
much terror, that he immediately broke up his camp with precipitation, 
and;inarched, back towards Pondicherry. „

Nazir-jing, little regarding the ichetnes of Mtwzafa-jing, but very ap- 
prehenfive of the intentions of his elder brother, Ghszi-o-dean, to iuper- 
lede Imn in the foubakfnip of the fouthern. provinces, was advancing to­
wards Delhi with" a cbnfiderable army, when he heard of the battle of 
Amour. 1  he conqueft of the Carnatic rendered his nephew no longer 
a chhnerical adventurer, but a formidable rival/he therefore dented 
from his journey to Delhi, and returned to Gul-kendah, where be im-

mediately
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mediately began to augment his army, and lent orders to ail the Nabobs ,1750. 
and Rajahs, whole territories lay to the lout!* of the Krill na, to hold 
themfelves in readinefs to accompany him, with the number of troops 
which, either as princes paying tribute, or as feudatories of the empire, 
they were obliged to furnifh in times of danger to the Mogul govern­
ment. It is probable, from the implicit obedience which was paid to 
thefe orders, that he was generally believed to be the real reprefentative 
o f the emperor. For fome time Nazir-jing imagined, that the report 
alone of thefe extraordinary preparations would intimidate his nephew, 
and induce him to make fubmiflkmr,: but finding that Murzafa-jing, 
purfuing his fucceffes, had marched into the kingdom of Tanjore, he 
let out from Gol-kondah, and advanced towards the Carnatic. His 
army, encumbered wish all the preparations neceffary to furnifh the 
fame luxuries -in his camp as he enjoyed in his capital, made flow and 
dilatory marches, and was during its progrefs every day augmented by 
the coming in of the different troops fummoned to join him. He had 
hired three bodies of Morattoes, of 10,coo men each, to act as the 
huflara o f the army: one of thefe was commanded by Morari~row;. 
the fame man who was left governor of Tritchanopoiy when the Mo­
rattoes took, the city from Chunda-faheb in 1743. Moran-row was 
feat forward, and in the middle of February arrived on the bank of the 
Coleroon, the fouthern boundary of the Carnatic, before any other 
part of Nazir-jing’s troops had entered the province to the north. They 
met near the pagoda of Chilamboram the army of Murzafa-jing, re­
turning with the French battalion ; and being not ftrong enough to 
venture a general battle, they divided into different bodies, and con- . 
tinned to harrafs the enemy’s line of march, which extended three 
leagues: they were often repulfed’ by the fire of the French field pieces, , 
notwithftanding ■ which they continued to return to the charge, and 
accompanied Murzafa-jtng’s array until it arrived at Villanore. Myr- 
zafa-jing and Ch.undk -̂faheb went into Pondicherry to confer with 

S  Mr. Dupleix, who fharply reproached Chunda-faheb for having de­
viated from the plan of attacking Tritchanopoiy, as alio for not taking 
poffeffion oi Tanjore. It. was now no longer time to diffemble, and 
Chunda-faheb confelfed the motives of his conduft*, by reprefenting the

T  diftrefs
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' ̂  : 17 -o. diftrefs to which Murzrfa-jing’s affairs, as well as his own, were at that 
y-w t;me reduced for want of money : he added, that what they had re­

ceived at Tanjore had likewtfe been expended in the pay of the army, 
to whom fuch arrears were {till due, that he every day apprehended feme 
tumult, or perhaps a general defection to their common enemy Nazir- 
ling. The known generoiixy of Chunda-faheb fecured him from the 
fufpicion of diiTembling in this declaration, and Mr, Dopleix now 
{hewed his ability to Cohdudt. the ambitious caufe ..in which he was en­
gaged,., by. not hefitaiing to employ the treafures of the French com­
pany to relieve the diftrefs of his allies. He lent them 50,000 pounds, 
and gave out that he intended to furnifh them with {fill larger Turns: this 
well-timed affiftance reconciled and pacified the army of Murzafa-jing..
At the fame time Mr. D upkk augmented the French battalion to the 
number of 2000 Europeans, and ordered this body to encamp, under 
the command of Mt*. d’Auteuil at Vilknore, where the array of Murza* 
fa-jing was potted.

Nazir jing, or. entering the Carnatic, fummoned Mahonied-ally to ; 
join him from Tritchanopoly, and di{patched letters to Fort St. David, 
requeuing the Engiiih to lend a body of Europeans; and he ordered all 
the troops that marched from the northward to rendezvous at Gingee, a 
ftropg fort fuuated about 35 miles to the' northwefi of Pondicherry.
Large bodies arrived there every day; and at length, about the middle 
of March, came up Nazir-jing himfelf with the main body. Whew 
the whole was aflembled, his army coo lifted of 300,000 fighting men, .j 
of which more than one half were cavalry, together with 800 pieces 
of cannon, and 1 jo b  elephants. This force, and the number of great 
lords who followed ids ftandard, convinced the Englifh that Nazir-jing 
Was the real Soubah of the southern provinces, and they ordered the de­
tachment at Tritchanopoly to proceed with Mahomed-ally, who with 
6000 horfe joined Nazir-jing at Waldpre, about fifteen miles from Pon­
dicherry. A few days after, on the 2 2d of March, major Lawrence, \ 
with a-body tofib06 .Europeans from Fort St. David, came to his camp, 
which was now in fight of that of Murzafa-jing.

A  member of the council and captain Dy.lton, a military offi­
cer, accompanied major Lawrence, and were authorized, in con­

junction
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junction with him, to treat with. Nazir-jing on the interefts-of the 1750,
' ■ Eaft India company; he received this deputation with politeness, ■ 

and, among other oriental compliments, defired Major Lawrence 
to take upon him the command of his whole army, and propefed to 
attack the enemy immediately. Major Lawrence represented, that the 
attack would coft the lives of many brave men, as the French occupied 
a ftrong poll defended by a large train of artillery; but that, by moving 
his army between the enemy and Pondicherry, he might, by cutting orF 
their communication, oblige them to fight at a greater dkadvantage.
Nazir-jing replied, « What! flaall the great Nazir-jing, the fun of Ni- 
“  zam-ai-muluck, even for an advantage, fuller the difgrace of feemitig 
« to retreat before fo deiplcable an enemy ■ No, he would march and 
“  1 rack them in front.” Major Lawrence replied, that he might a el 
as he pleafed; the Englilh would be ready to fopport him. The two 
armies were fo near, that an engagement deemed inevitable ; and there 
was lb much diforder it this time in the French battalion, that had the 
advice of Nazir-jing been followed, the attack he propofed would have 
been fuccefsful.

The French officers who accompanied Murzafa-jing to Tanjore had 
taken care to receive, out of the firft payments made by the king, 
the money that had been ftipukted as their (hare of the ecnm notion.
On the return of the army to Pondicherry, rnoft of thefc officers re­
queued and obtained leave to quit the camp, and repofe themfelves from 
their fatigues in the city, and others were lent to fupply their places.
Thefe entering upon fervicc juft as Nazir-jing’s army afiemblcd at Gingee, 
complained loudly that they fhould be chofen to i tan a the brunt of 
danger, without any profpecl of advantage, whilft thofe, who had 
without any rifque got fo much money at Tanjore, were fuffiired to 
retire from the field. They made remonftrances, and demoded a 
fum of money, to put their fortunes upon an equality with thofe to 
whofe polls they fuccecded. • • Mr. papleix attempted to bring them 
back to their duty by leverky; but on arrgfting one, all the reft 
infilled on receiving the fame treatment; and their numbers being 
too great to be fpared from the fervicc of the camp at this critical 
time, the whole party were fuffered to remain without punilfunent, and

1 ' 2 con- *
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1750. continued to low faction and difcontent. The foldicrs, from this
example of their officers, grew infolent, and became regard!efs of their „ ^
duty. ' ’ •

§uch Was the eonfuOon in the French camp., when Major Lawrence 
arrived at that of Nazir-jing. The next day the two armies drew out in’  ̂
view of each other, and a cannonade end ted. Mr. d’Auteuil having no 
reliance on his troops, and dreading the conferences o f being.attacked 
by the Engliih, fent a mcffenger to acquaint Major Lawrence, that 
although the troops o f the two nations were engaged, in different caufes,
. ct it was not bis intention that any European blood fhoitld befpilt: and 
a, he did not know in what part of Nazir-jing’s army the Engliih took 
port, he could not be blamed if any of the French (hot came that way.
Major Lawrence returned anfwer, that the Engliih colours were catried 
on the flag-gun of their artillery, which if Mr. d Auteuil would look out 
for, he might from thence difeover where the Engliih were ported. He 

*  added, that although he was as unwilling as Mr. d’Auteuil, to fpill
European blood, yet if any fhot came that way, he fhoald certainly return 
them. A  (hot from the French entrenchment flew over the Eoglifh barta- 
lio n a n d  Major Lawrence, imagining that it was fired by Mr. d’AuteuiFs 
order, to try whether the Engliih would venture to come to affion with 
the French, directed it to be anfwered from three guns: the (editions 
French officers, inftead of encouraging, 'di{heartened their men, by ex- 
aggerated ddcriptions of the fuperior force of the enemy. The can­
nonade did little execution, and ceafed in-tire evening.

As foot, as the night fet in, 13 officers went in a body to Mr. d’Auteuil, 
gave up their commiflions, and immediately left the cam p; and by this 
fcandalous defection confirmed the panic of the troops, who naturally 
imputed it to fear. Mr. d’Auteuil dreading the conferences of expofing 
his men in this confufion to a general battle, took the refolution of with­
drawing immediately from the field, and ordered the battalion to march 
without delay’to Pondicherry. Murzafa-jing and Chunda-faheb knew 
of the fedition, but never fufpesrting that it would have produced this 
confequence, were overwhelmed with aftenifhipent, when they found 
that their entreaties and retnonftrances could not induce Mr..d’Auteuil to 
alter his refolution. j ? . '*

? * For
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For fome -days before the cannonade, meffenger had paf&d between 175°* 

the two camps, with overtures of accommodation j and feveral officers 
in Nazir-jing’s army had aflured Murzafa-jing, that if he fubmitted, 
they would protect his per Ion, and guarantee the execution of any treaty 
which he might make with his uncle' ; but his reliance on the French 
troops and Mr, Dupleix, had hitherto prevented him from laying down 
his arms. There was now no time to be loft in deliberation, for every 
one vyas convinced that in conference of the retreat of the French bat­
talion, the whole army, before another fun was fet, would provide for 
its fafety, either by taking flight, or by going over to Nazir-jing. Chunda- 
faheb, who had every thing to fear from the refentment of Nazir-jing, 
took his refolution in the infant, to accompany the French troops to 
Pondicherry., Murzafa-jing ftill hefitated. His principal officers de­
termined him, by representing the irreparable difgrace cf expofing the- 
ftanclard of the empire,, which he dilplayed, to retreat: for it is fuppofbd 
that this enftgn never retreats. He therefore refufed to accompany 
Chunda-faheb; and relying on the affimmees which had been made to>
Mm from Nazir-jing’s camp, refolved to fend deputies thither, with, 
offers to furrender. After this gloomy conference, the two friends op- 
prefted, but not fo much overwhelmed by their misfortunes as to defpair 
of meeting again in a better hour, embraced and feparated with profef- 
■ lions of inviolable attachment, which although made by princes in In- 
doftan, were iincere, The French battalion, with fome fquadrons of 
horfe led by Chunda-faheb, decamped at midnight in filence, but in 
inch confufion, that they left-behind forty gunners, with eleven pieces of 
cannon. At the fame time the deputies of Murzafa-jing repaired to the 
tent of Shaaavaz Khan, who- with the principal officers of the durbar. 
or court, introduced them to Nazir-jing. This prince was fo overjoyed 
at the profpert of having his nephew in his power, that it is faid he did 
not hefitate to fwear on the akoran, that he would neither make him a 
prifoner, nor deprive him of the governments which he enjoyed during 
hi j -grandfather’s life. •

On thefe aflurances, Murzafa-jing left his camp, and proceeded to 
pay his rdpeets to his uncle; but on approaching the head-quarters, was 
arxefted, and carried under a drift guard into a tent near that of Nazir*

j ing>-
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•17.50. jing, where he was immediately put into fetters : as foon as the prince 
1 % ' was feized, his camp was attacked, and his troops furprifed made little

ref]fiance : many were fiain during the purfuit, for the Soubah’s troops 
gave no quarter, A party of horfe fell in with the French gunners, who 
had beer: abandoned by the reft of the battalion, and cut the greateft 
part of them to pieces. They would have defireyed the whole, had not 
the Englifli refeued lbfne of thetit from their fury * but rnoft of thele 
were wounded, The Morattoes, commanded by Moran-row, pufhed 
on in purfuit of the French battalion, and came up with it before it had 
gained the bound-hedge. Mr. d’Auteuil formed his men into a hollow 
iquare, which Morari-row attacked and broke into, with only 15 men, 
imagining that tire reft of his party followed him ; on feeing his danger 
when furrounded he immediately made another effort, and broke through 
the oppofite fide with fist men, loiing nine in this fecund attack. The 
Morattoes continued- to harrafs the army until they arrived at the bound- 
hedge : they killed 19 of the Europeans, and would have done more 
execution, had they not ueen vigoroufly oppofed by the cavalry com­
manded by Chunda-faheb, who behaved with great adtivity and refolu- 
tion during the retreat.

This victory intirely difper&d the. army of Chunda-faheb and Mur* 
zafa-jing, and, together with the imprifomnent of his rival, • f. cored to 
afibre to Nazir-jing the quiet pofleflion of the foubahfhip ; but his capa­
city was unequal to the management of f » great an employ, and treafon 
began already to faint his councils. The Nabobs of Cudapa, Canoul, 
and Savanore, were the rnoft considerable of the feudatory lords who had 
accompanied him into the Carnatic: they were ail three Pi tans by birth, 
and poffeffed the daring temper which-chara&edzes that nation. They 

* had obeyed the iu morons. of Nazir-jing, and taken the field without re-
ludtanee, bccaufe they made no doubt -of obtaining, in rewani of their 
military fervice, a remiffion of large fums they owed to the Mogul’s trea- 
fury, as Well as confiderable immunities in their refpedtive governments: 
but Nazir-jing, who affumed the full ft ate of a foubah, paid no regard 
to their pretenfions, and treated them as feudatories, who had done no 
more than their duty in joining the Mogul’s ftandard. Disappointed 
in their expectations, they grew weaiy of a war by which their interefts

j q { Were



were not benefited, and to put an end to it, had been the firit to advife 175CU 
Murzafa-jing to fubmit. They were feconded in thefe intentions of 
bringing about a reconciliation by Sbanavnz Khan the prime minifies, 
and feverai of the principal fcrvants of Nazir-jings court: but thefe 
were actuated by better motives) for., owing their fortunes to Nizam-al- 
muluck, their gratitude to his memory, and attachment to his family, 
made them behold with affi&ion a civil war between his fon and grand­
son, It was to thefe Nabobs- and mini tiers, as wen as to the atiifa<Ui.a— 
dors of Mnrzafa-jing, that Nazir-jing had given thofe foleom atlurances 
of not injuring his nephew, which he broke as foon as he got him into

' i his power. This breach of faith hurt the minds of all who had inter­
fered in inducing the young prince to furrender: but the minifters 
were content to make gentle reprefentations to their matter, whuff the 
Pitan Nabobs openly and loudly complained of the affront caff upon 
themfelves, by his contempt of obligations, for the performance of 
which they had promt fed to be refponfibiej and from this hour they 
confederated, and meditated mifehief, but agreed’ to ffiew no farther 
fymptoms of difeontent until, they could carry their defigns iqtp fxer

cution.
At Pondicherry, the retreat of the French battalion, the news of 

Murzafa-jingh imprifoninent, and the difperfion of his army, naturally 
created the greater! confternation. But Mr. Hupleix, alt dough- more 
affedled than any one by thefe fudden reverfes, had command enough 
ever himfelf to fupprefs the emotions of his, mind, and diffembled great 
ferenity. He immediately ordered the army to encamp out of the

i bounds, lent other officers to command it, arreffed the mutinous, di­
rected Mr. d’Autcuil to be tried for retreating without orders, and by his 
own refoJution re-eftablilhed i. feme meafure that of the troops. At 
the fameitime he knew that fuelf a handful of Europeans, unmppo:ted 
by an Indian army, was incapable of making a (land again ft the vaft 
force of Nazir-jing, a {lifted by the Englifh. battalion j . but his know­
ledge of the general character of the princes of Indoftan, made him not 
defpair of difeovering, or even of creating feme fa&ion in the court of 
Nazir-jing, which, artfully managed, might contribute to re-efta unfit 
the broken.affairs of Mnrzafa-jing and C uunda-laheb. In order. theu.~
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■ , >^22^750. fore to gain the time and intelligence - of which he flood fo much in
}ie determined to enter into a negotiation. He had dome days 

before wrote a letter to Nazir-jing, in which he had offered to make 
peace, on candid on .that ■ Murzafa-jing was re-inflated in his former go­
vernments, and Chunda-faheb put in pofleflion of the nabobfhip of 
the Carnatic. To this letter Nazir-jing had returned no anfwer, and 
Mr. Dupieix made ufe of this negledt as a pretext to continue the cor- 
refpondence. He afferted, that the retreat of the French troops had 
been executed in confluence of orders which he himfelf had given, 
in hopes of accelerating the peace, by that proof of his averfion to 
continue hoftilitiesi and to convince Nazir-jing that the troops had 
not taken flight, as was believed in his camp, he boldly magnified 
the (laughter they made when attacked in their retreat. He reminded 
him of the hofpitality and good treatment which his filler, the mother 
of Murzafa-jing, received in Pondicherry; recommended this prince to 
his clemency, and defired leave to fend embufiadors.

Nazir-jing con fen ted to receive the embalTy, and two o f the council 
of Pondicherry went to the camp j one of them was well veried in the 
Indoflan ana Perfic languages, which are the only tongues uled in the 
courts of the Mahomedan princes, They had an audience of ceremony, 
after which they conferred, as ufual, with the council o f rninifters, and 
after feveral higher demands, they made their ultimate propofals, which 
were, that the eftatet of Murzafa-jing fhould be inverted in the fon of 
that prince, until Nazir-jing could be prevailed upon to reconcile himfelf 
to the father j and that Chunda faheb fhould be appointed Nabob of the 
Carnatic. The council of minifters, although many o f them wiihed 
well to Murzafa-jing, would not venture to reprefent to their matter the - 
demand; made by Mr. Dupieix in his behalf j and told the French de­
puties,' that the pretenlions o f Clumda-faheb were ftiil lefs adrniiible, 
feeing that the government of the Carnatic was bellowed on Ma- 
homed-ally, the fon of Anhvar-adean Khan. The French deputies 
left the camp, after having remained in it eight days; but although 
they failed in gaining the apparent ends of their million, they ob­
tained the real advantages Mr. Dupieix propokd from it, by making 
themfelvcs acquainted with the ftate o f Nazir-jing’s court, and by efta- 

5 blifhing
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- bli thing the means of carrying on a correfpondence with the ciiicontented 1750.
Nabobs of Ctvdapa, Kafcoul, and Savanofe.

Sufpidons were entertained of the chndeftine cendudt of the French 
deputies, and major LiwrenCe was informed, that feme, defign was 
carrying on in the camp again ft the Soubab, in which S'hahdvaz Khan, 
the prime minifter, was the principal agent. . The latter part of 
this report -was not true, and the firft could not be proved: how-. 
ever, the major, at an audience, endeavoured to acquaint Nazsrqmg with 
what he had heard, but his interpreter had not courage to make a decla­
ration, which would probably have coft him his life, and tmlfepreientcd 
what he was ordered to lay. There was no other method of con­
veying this intelligence fiff the ftate. maintaihed by Nazir-jing, as 
Scuba h, raftered no letters to be diredtly add refled to him, add no one 
was admitted to a private conference but his prime miniftar, who was 
involved in the accufation, gr his dohieftics, who, as in all court's, were 
dependants on the mitrifter.

On the return of the deputies, Chunda-faheb began to levy troops, 
and Mr, Dupleix thought it aeceflary to re-eftabhih the reputation of 
the French arms by fome enterprize, which might convince the allies 
he had gained in 'Nazir-jing’s camp, that he was both prepared and de­
termined to continue the war. Mr.. d’Auteuil, w h o 'had re-atTumed 
the command, marched before day, and attacked by furprize one of the 
quarters of the camp, into which the troops penetrated a mile, firing 
at fugitives :• for, as it is the cuftom in an Indian army to make the 
great meal at night, and after it to 1 moke opium, and other foporiferous 
drugs, the whole camp towards morning is generally in ft deep and heavy 
a deep that a handful of refolute and diiciplined men may heat up 

, thoufands, before they recover alertnefs fuMicient to make any vigorous 
refiftance.

in the mean time major Lawrence with the 'battalion remained in 
the camp, and with the other deputies fcllicited Nazir-jing Co confirm 
the grant, which Mahomed-ally, now efteemed Nabob o f Aicot, had 
made to the Eaft-Xndia company of a territory near Madrafs, in return 
for die affiftance of their troops. He had often prom tied to ocm- 

■ ply with this requeftj but ids miniflcr Shanavaz Khan 'regarded
U fuck
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^  : 17^0. fuch a ceffion as mconfiftent with the tnajefty of the Mogul empire,

and pi evented the phinnaund, or patent, from being iilued from his 
office. Wearied with prevarication, major Lawrence infifted on a pe­
remptory anfwer, on which he was allured that he ftiould he immediately 
fatisfied, provided he would march with, the battalion to Arcot, where 
Nazir-jing had taken the refolution o f going with Ins whole army. He 
did not think it-prudent to comply with this propofal, left the french 
apd Chunda-faheb fhould take advantage of his abfence and invade the 
Englifh territory. .He therefore endeavoured to divert the Squbah. 
from this purpofe, by reprefenting that it Wouh give the enemy an 
opportunity o f recruiting their forces, and recommencing hoffilities; 
whereas by remaining near Pondicherry, life might, by cutting oft their 
communications with the country, reduce them to iuch oiftrefles as 
would oblige them to accept of peace on his own terms. This reafoning 
producing no effedt, the major returned y|jtli the battalion to F oxt St,
David, and in the latter end. of April Nazir-jing broke up his camp at 
Yaldore, and marched to Arcot.

From hence he lent orders to feize the bodes and efforts 'which the 
French company had in the city of Mafulipatnam, and at \ anatn, a 
weaving town, about 25 miles'farther north. His officers proceeded 
without violence, plundered nothing, and fealed up what they took poi- 
ielfron of. The detriment Curtained was not confiderable j but Mr. Du- 
pleix, apprized of the defencclels condition of Mafulipatnam, deter­
mined to revenge it ten-fold, by attacking this city, which' he. had ror 
fome months confidefed as an acquifition fo neceffn.ry to his future views, 
that lie had prevailed on Murzafa-jing upon his firit arrival at Pondi­
cherry to promife the ceffion of it to- the French company. This 
city is fituated at the 'mouth of the river Kriftna, which bounds 
the coaft of Coromandel, and the ancient Carnatic to the north 1 
it is the lea-port of Gol-kondah and the weftern countries in that 
part of the peninfula, with which it has a communication both by 
the river Krirtna, and by an excellent high road: it was formerly the 
greateft mart, and cue of the molt opulent and" populous cities■ of I11- 
dortan 5 intbmuch that frveral modern authors, firft blundering in the 
acceptation and orthography of the termination Patnarn, which 'Dignifies a 

x ’ . , ' towns
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town; and then forming conjectures on the reputation of this place, iy s ° \
I have not hefitated to derive the whole Pitan nation, but alfo a race of ’““ T*"""'’ 

kings at Delhi, from a colony of Arabians, who, about 400 years ago, 
as they fay, founded Maluiipatnam. The city is even at this day a place 
of coniiderable trade and refort, and famous for its manufactures of 

I painted cloths; for the plants of which the dyes are oompoled grow 
no where in fuch perfection as in the adjacent territory. In the 
beginning of July a detachment of 200 Europeans and 300 Sepoys, 
together with feveral pieces of battering cannon and a quantity of 
military .domes, were put on board two large ffiips, which, after a pafffage 
of three days, anchored in the road. The troops landed in the night, 
and attacking the city by furprize, took it with very little lofs. They 
kept pofLtfioh of it, and immediately began to put it into a better poftum 
of defence.

In the mean time the French, battalion had, foon after the retreat of the 
Soubah’s army, formed their samp, as if in defiance of his authority, on 
the limits o f the new territory ceded by Murzafa-jing to the French com­
panybut this infult produced no effect on the mind of Naztr-jing, who 
deeming* the imprifonment of his nephew a iuffideni fecurity againft any 
farther 'commotions, indulged the bent o f  his nature, arid gave his whole 
time to the pleafores o f women, and hunting ; but although lie gave nci 

m application to bufinefs, he decided peremptorily on the affairs which his mi-'
nifters reported to him ; and his orders, howioever abfurd, were irrevoca- If ft 
ble: his caprices difgufted his. friends, and bis indolence rendered him 
contemptible to his enemies. The Pitan Nabobs infinpated' themtelves (s . f  
into bis favour, by encouraging him in his vices, and at. the fame time y  t .. 
advifed-Mr. Dupleix to proceed to a51 ion.

Mr, Dupleix followe.fi their advice, and ordered 50© Europeans, to 
attack the pagoda,, of Trivadi, lying abopt fifteen miles to the weft 
o f Fort St. David. The pagoda fecye;d, as-a citadel to a large peltab, 
by which name the people on the coaft of Coromandel, call every town, 
contiguous to a fort refs. Trivadi, made- no refinance, and the French 
having garriioned it with 50 Europeans and ;co  Sepoys, began to .cob- 
led the revenues of the diftrict This acquifnion carried • .them to the 
fcuth o f the river Panar; and Mahomed*ally concluding that they would ft  ft

U  2 net- ;
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i 7 co. - not heGtatc to pufh their cor.quefts .{till farther, requefted Nazir-|ing to 
w - ~ >  permit him to take the field, and defend the territories of which he had 

created him lord, al.le.dgmg mat the Englhh, lor the fake their own 
interefts, would join hits troops with their whole force. Nazir-jmg was. - ^ 
fo cxafperated jgainft the Englifli,.for having retufed to accompany him 
to Arcol, that it was feme time before he.could be prevailed on to kufor 
his vaflal to alk their abidance: at length however he consented, but 
without giving his. own- name.as a (an&ion. 1 he .Enghia, aflured by 
Mahomed-ally that he would punctually defray all expences, ordered a , ; fo;; 
body of 400 Europeans and x 500 Sepoys to take the field, and the Nobob 
marelied from Arcot with an army of 2 0 ,0 0 0  men, of which more than 
one half were the troops of Nazir-jing ; but not thinking even this force 
Sufficient to pais through the countries near Pondicherry before it was 
reinforced by the Englifh troops, he encamped and waited for them near .
Gingee, where they joined him in the beginning of July.

’The army then moved towards Fort St. David, and .encamped on the 
plain of Trivandaparum, waiting for two 24 pounders and military (lores.
As loon as thefe arrived, they marched on the 19th of July towards the 
French, whom they difeovered in the evening about, eight mile, to the .■ ,,
eaft of Trivadi, near the northern bank of the Pannar, winch river was 
at this time fordable. The army baited on the fouth fide of the river, 
and a large body of Sepoys, with the company of Caffres, were detached . 
to attack the enemy’s advanced pods, and to reconnoitre the fituation of 
their camp. A  fkirmifh efoued, which laded until night, when - the 
detachment was recalled. They reported, that the enemy’s camp was 
in a grove, enclofed by ftrotig entrenchments, mounted with ten y( 
nieces of cannon. In order to draw them from this fituation, cap.* 
lain Cope petfuaded. the Nabob to march again It Trivadi, arid the army, 
appeared before the place the next day, and furmooned- the gamfon, 
vvho refuted to furrender. Captain Cope therefore propofed to the 
Nabob’to order his troops to Scale the walls, and make a general aflat. It* 
whilst the EngiTn battered down the gates. The Nabob contented, but 
bis troops refufed to undertake fo perilous an atterr.j' • ■ • ■ -• •*
fore marched back the next morning towards the French encampment, 
s>nd halting, formed for battle within gunshot of their entrenchments.

, 0 . j  1  he
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7^ 5 ^ '  The commandci of the French troops ̂  font a meffetiger to alk the 1750. 
reafbn why the Englifh came fo near their polls, and declared that if 
they did not immediately march away, he fhould in his own defence be 
obliged to fire >n them. Captain Cope replied, that the Englifh adding 
3s allies to the Nabob, were determined to accompany him into all parts 
of his dominions, and to afO.lt him againft all who Ihould oppofe 
his authority. The mefienger was icarcely returned when a Ihot 
from the French entrenchment .killed feme of the Englifh foldiers.
It was anfwered from the two 18 pounders and four field pieces} 
and a cannonade enfued, which lulled from noon till night, when 
the Englifh quitted their ground with the lofs of 10 Europeans and 
50 Sepoys, and 200 of the Nabob’s troops were likewife killed : 
the French, fecured by their entrenchments, fufiered much lefs. This 
ill fuccels deprefled Mahomed-ally as much as if the army had dif­
fered a total defeat, and rendering him anxious to remove out of 
the neighbourhood of the enemy, he propoled to march to the 
weft, pretending that his army could not fuhfift in their prelent 
fituation, llncc all their provilions coming from Arcot, and the in­
land parts of the province, would be expofed to the French ftation; 
at Gin gee, Vakiore, and Trivadi, By accompanying the Nabob the 
Englifh would have been of no other fervice than that of fhetving 
him to the province in parade at the head of an army: but this, ridi­
culous as it may appear, was the very fervice he preferred to all others,

1 fince it would have -produced not only the homage of the renters 
and farmers of the country, but likewife feme money by the pre­
fects he would have obliged them to make. On the other hand, 
captain Cope was inilru&ed r.at to march beyond any of the f  rench 
.polls, left his communication with Fort St. David (hodd he cut off j and 
he was likewife’.ordered to endeavour by all means to bring the enemy 
to an engagement: he therefore infilled, with the Nabob that the 
army Ihould place themfelvcs. between the French camp and Pbndi- 
,cherry. There were no means of reconciling two opinions To directly 
oppofite i and this difagreem.’ot indifpofed the Nabob fo much to­
wards his allies, that when they demanded die money promifid for 
their ©Spences, he firfi. made excufcs, and, at laft declared he had

' * p . none,
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,17,5c. none, having, as he laid, exjmukd his treafury by giving Naziivjiog 
» two millions of rupees. Major Lawrence, who now commanded at;

Tort St. David, not only as the fir ft military officer, but alio as tempo­
rary governor of the feakment, was as much offended by theft prevail- ' 
cations of Mahomed-ally as he had been by thole of Nazir-jing, and 
with the fame fpirit of indignation which had dictated to him the re- 
folutidh of quitting the Soubah, ordered the troops to leave the Nabob, 
and march back to Fort St. David, where they arrived the 19th of

Auguft.
As loon as they retreated, Mr. Duplets ordered the mam body at 

Valdore to march and join the camp near Trivadi: the whole force, 
when united, confiftcd of 1 800 Europeans, 2500 Sepoys, and 1000 
horfe, levied by Chunda-faheb, together with twelve field pieces. The 
army of Mahomed-ally confifted of 5000 foot and 1 5000 horfe, vanoufly 
armed : his camp extended between two villages which fecund the 
flanks i the rear was defended by a river; in front were feveral entrench- ||7  
ments occupied by the. infantry j and in the other intervals, where there 
were no entrenchments, cannon were planted > the cavalry, mffead of 
being out on the plain, formed a fecond line within the camp. On the 
21 ft of Auguft the French advanced to attack- this abfyrd difpofition:

» their field pieces were diftribpted in front; the baggage-carts were ranged 
in a regular line in the rear, and the cavalry were on each wing : they 
-made feveral halts, during which they gave a general difeharge of their 
artillery, which was anfwered by the enemy’s cannon and mufketry, not 
a fhot of which did execution ; but a rocket, which the Moors make 
ufc of to frighten cavalry let fire to a tumbril, and this blowing up, 
wounded finite o f the Sepoys. As fodn as the French troops were 
within zoo yards of the camp, they marched up brifkly to the entrench­
ments, which the Nabob’s troops immediately abandoned, and at the fame 
time clelerted the cannon. The French having entered the camp, 
formed again, brought up their artillery, and began to fire upon the 
cavalry, who were footi flung into confuhon. The rout became general, 
and horfe and foot fied promifcuoufly and with fuch precipitation, 
that many pufhed direflly into the river, where they were drowned.
They continued to fire upon, the fugitives whilfl any remained in the

, camp,
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*, camp, and killed near a thoufand men: the Nabob himfelf made his 1750. 
efcape with great difficulty, and hurried away to Arcot, where he arrived W v ""J 
with only two or three attendants. This yidory was obtained by the 
French without the lots of a man, and none were even wounded, ex­
cepting thofe v ho fuffered by the explofion o f tire tumbril.

Even this fuccefs o f their arms was not Efficient to rouze Nazir-jing 
out of the luxurious indolence in which he palled his time at Arcot:
Mr. Dupleix refolved to avail himfelf o f his inaaivity, and of the gene­
ral confternation which the defeat of Mahomed-ally had caufed in the 
neighbouring countries, and immediately ordered his army to march and 
attack Gingee. This place was formerly the refidence of a race o f Mo- 
rattoe kings, whofe dominions extended from hence to the borders of 
the kingdom of Tenjore: thefe princes were the anceftors o f the famous 
Sevaj.ee* who became king over all the Morattoe nations; and Sevajee 
himfelf, it is laid, was bom at Gingee. The fortifications, as well .3 
thofe of Velore, bear the marks of the military character of the nation 
to which they belonged. A  ftrong wall flanked with towers, arid ex­
tending near three miles, inclofes three mountains, which form nearly, 
an equilateral triangle •, they are fteep and craggy, and on the top of 'each 
are built large and ftrong forts j beftdes, there are many other fortifica­
tions upon the declivities : on the plain between the three mountains is 
a large town. The Indians, who efteem no fortifications very flrong, 
unlefs placed upon high and difficult eminences, have always regarded 
Gingee as the ftrongeft fortrefs in the Carnatic.

A  detachment of 250 Europeans, 1200 Sepoys, with four field pieces, 
commanded by Mr. Bully, fet out before the zeft of the army, and ad­
vanced by flow marches, intending, it is probable, to attack the place by 
furprize; and the main body, commanded by Mr. d’Auteui], followed 
at the diftance of a forced march. When in fight of Gingee, Mr. Bully 
found that 5000 of the fugitives from the defeat'at Trivarii had taken 
refuge here, and were encamped under the walls, with feme pieces of 
artillery managed by Europeans. He therefore waited till the main body 

< came in fight, and then advanced and attacked thefe troops, who made 
very little refiftance, and quitted the field as foon as Mr. d’Auteuil came 
up. The French took their artillery, and killed molt of the Europeans

who
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1750. who fcrved it. They then proceeded to petard one of the gates o f the 
*“ v*w  . Outer wall on the plain., and got poffdfion of if'a little before night, with 

the lofs of only three or four men, and the troops with ah the artillery 
and baggage entered the town ; where they immediately fortified thern- 

, fclves by barricading the narrow ftreets with the baggage-waggons, and 
by diflributjng the capnon in the larger avenues. In this fituation they 
were expofed to a continual fire from the three mountains : the Moors 
likewife threw great numbers o f rockets, in hopes o f letting fire to the 
cotnbuftible {tores. The French bombarded the forts with mortars, and 
fired upon them with artilkry until the moon fet, which was the fignal 
to {term the fortifications on the mountains. None but the Europeans 
wire deftined to this hardy enterprise, who attacked all tire three moun­
tains, at the fame time, and found on each redoubts above redoubts, 
which they carried fucceftiveSy lvvord in hand, until they came to the 
summits, where the fortifications were Wronger than thole they had fur- 
mounted j they neverthelefs pu fired on and petarded the gates, and by 
day-break were in psiTefilon of them all, having loft only twenty men 
in the different attacks. On contemplating the difficulties they had 
conquered, they were aftonifhed "at the rapidity o f their own fuccefs, and 
the extreme pufillanimity o f the defenders j and indeed, bad the attack 
been made in day-light, it could not have lueceeded; for the Moors, as 
well as Indians, often defend tHemfeJves very ohftinately behind, ftrong 
walls j but it fhould feetn that no advantages, either of number or fitua­
tion, can countervail the terror with which they are ftruck when attacked 
in the night.

The great reputation o f the ftrength of G ingee naturally exalted the 
fame o f the French prowefs* and the lofs o f this important fortrefs 
awakened Nazir-jiag, and made him at laft recoded that it was time to 
oppetfe the progrefs o f an enemy who feemed capable of the boldeft en- 
■ tef prizes. On his arrival at Arcot, he had fent back to Gol-kondah 
two of his generals, with the greateft part o f the troops in his own pay, 
and had likewiie permitted many o f the Rajahs and Indian chiefs to re- \|| 
turn home with their troops. He now recalled all thefe forces 3 but 
hoping that the news of thefe preparations, with offers o f moderate ad­
vantages, would induce the French to lay down their arms, he determined

• • • to
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to try the effed of negotiation before he took the field, and Tent two of r j 5° ' y 
his officers to Pondicherry, to treat with Mr. Dnplcix: who now not 
only in lifted on the reftoration of Murzafa-jing to his liberty and eftates, 
together with the appointment of Cbunda-faheb in the Carnatic; but re­
quired alio, that the city of Mafulipatnam, with its dependencies, Ihould 
be given up to the French company, and that theh" troops fhould keep 
pofteftion of Gingee until Nazir-jing returned to Aureng-abad.

He fcarcely expeded that Nazir-jing would agree to thefe imperious 
, terms, and by propofing them had no other intention than to provoke him

to take the field, for it was in the field alone that the projects he had 
formed againft Him could be carried into execution.  ̂ His. expedi­
tion was not dilappointed, for Nazir-jing immediately ordered his tioops 
to march towards Gingee, and in the latter end of September joined 
them himfelf. His army was now much Ids numerous than when he 
entered the Carnatic ; for very few of the chiefs who had been permitted 
to return to their own countries rejoined his ftandard, and the troops 
which he had fent to Gol-kondah were at too great a diftance to march 
back into the province of Arcot before thfe rainy feafou. His camp 
however con filled of 60,000 foot, 45,000 horfe, 700 elephants, and 
560 pieces of cannon, and with the attendants, who in an Indian, 
army always out-number the regular troops, contained a multitude little 
lefs than 3 0 0 ,0 0 0  men. This great body moved very llowly, and em­
ployed fifteen days in marching thirty miles; and when at the diftance 
of fixteen from Gingee, were prevented from getting any farther by the 
rains, which letting in with great violence, overflowed the whole coun­
try. The notion of expofing the ftandard of the empire to difgrace, 
by appearing to retreat, prevented Nazir-jing from returning immediate­
ly to Arcot, and in two or three days his army was inOlofed between two 
rivers, which were rendered almoft impafiable by the inundation. 1  he 
communication with the neighbouring countries grew every day more 
difficult, provifions became fcarce, and the army fullering likewtfe from 
the inclemency of the weather, ficknefs began to fpread in the camp, 
and thefe diftreftes were likely to continue until the return of fail- 
weather in December. The wavering temper of' Nazir-jing grew im­
patient at thefe unexpected impediments, which protracted a war, in

X  which
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xnc ô. which he had already wafted a year, abfent from the reft of the vaft 
v-"v w  cftates of his foubahfhip 5 and growing on a fudden as anxious to quit 

the Carnatic as he had hitherto been fond o f remaining in it, he. renewed 
his correfpondence with Mr.-Dupleix; and to avoid the difgrace of feeing 
the French maintain their pretenfions in hoft;is defiance of hi* authority, 
he determined at laft to give his patents for all the ceffions they demanded, 
on condition that they fhoukl hold them as his vafl'als.

Mr. Dupleix, who well knew the little faith to be repofed in any 
engagements or profeffions made by the princes of Indoftan, neither fuf- 
fered the offers of Nazir-jing to flacken his machinations with the dif- 
contented- confederates in the army, nor his reliance on thefe to interrupt 
his negociation with their fovereign. It was now the month of Decem­
ber, the rains were ceafed, and the important moment was at hand, 
when it was abfolutely neceftary to make the option between two very 
different methods of accomplifhing his views.

His correfpondence with the Pitaa Nabobs had been carried on fcveft 
months, and they had. engaged in their conipiracy above twenty other 
officers of principal note fothat all together the confederates comm anded 
one half of Nazir-jing’s army: they rejprefented, that if it was wonder­
ful the fecret had been ib long kept by ib many, every hour’s delay now 
teemed with infinite rifques, fince, in order to make the difpofitions ne- 
ceflary to infure. the fuccefs of the enterprize, they were obliged every 
day'to communicate ,o numbers of fubaltern officers a fecret, which, at 
the time of execution, muft be known to all their troops.

At the fame time came deputies from Nazir-jing to Pondicherry, who 
confidently affirmed that he would immediately fign the treaty, break 
up his camp, and march out of the Carnatic.

Allured of fucctfs by either of thefe events,. Mr. Dupleix left chance 
to decide which fhould take place, and preffing Nazir-jing’s deputies to 
produce the treaty, ratified, he at the fame time ordered the commander 
of the punch troops at Gingee to march the very inftant that the confe­
derates fhould figniCy to him that every thing was prepared to carry the 
long-meditated icheme into execution. the fummons from the Pi, n 
Nabobs arrived at Gingee before the ratification o f the treaty at Pondi­

cherry.. ‘ .
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It was on the 4th of December that Mr. de la Touche, who now 1 y ô, 
commanded the troops, began his march from Giogee with 800 Eu- 
roper tv , 3000 Sepoys, and ten held pieces. Some hints were given, 
fufficient to infpire the foldiers with confidence, but Mr. de la Touche 
Communicaied the whole plan only to Mr, Bully and three or four of 
tae principal officers. A  guide fent by the confederates conduced the 
army towards the quarter where the troops immediately commanded 
by Nazir-jing encamped, which, after a march of lixteen miles, the 
french came in fight of at four o’clock the next morning. The 
whole camp extended eighteen miles, every Nabob and Raja having 
a lepaiate quarter. Some cavalry going the rounds difoovered the 
French battalion, and alarmed the advanced ports, which were very 
Toon difperfed : the French then came up to the line of Nazir-jing’s 
artillery, behind which were drawn up 25,000 foot. Here the con­
flict became iharper; for the firft firing having Ipread the alarm, moft 
of the generals devoted to Nazir-jing Cent their troops to the place of 
eclion ; Co that one body was no fooner repulled than another fucceeded, 
and even many of the fugitives rallied, and formed again in their rear.
1  he 1' tench never experienced with more fuccefs the advantage of field 
pieces managed with the dexterity of quick firing; for this alone pre- 
ferved the troops in many a repeated charge from being broken by the 
cavalry. 1  bus furrounded, they gained their way very llowly, and 
arter parting the line of cannon, were three hours advancing three 
miles into the camp. They had already difperfed one half of the army, 
when they deferred at feme diftance a vart body of horfe and foot drawn 
rip in order, which extended as for as the eye could reach; and the 
french troops were on the. point of iofing .courage at the idea of having 
this formidable hoft foil to encounter, when they perceived in the 
center of it an elephant bearing a forge white flag. This was the ffooai 
of the confederates: it was immediately known by Mr. tie la Touche, 
and explained to the troops, who expreffed their joy by repeated* 
fhouts : they were ordered to halt, until forns intelligence fhoukl
he received from the Pilau Nabobs, whofe enfigns were now difeernsd 
approaching.
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1750,. Nazir-jing, who had the day before ratified his treaty with Mr. Du- 
pleix, and fent it to Pondicherry, gave no credit to thofe who firft 
reported to him that his camp was attacked by the French troops; 
when convinced of it, the majeftic ideas in which he had been educated, 
together with home degree c f natural courage, did not fufter him to ap­
prehend any danger from fuch.a.handful of men, and calling their at­
tack “  the mad attempt of a parcel of drunken Europeans,” lie ordered 
the officers who were near him to go and cut them ta pieces, and at 
the fame time ordered tire head of Murzafa-jing to be ftruck off and 
brought to him, Meffengers arrived every minute to inform hint of 
toe progrefs which the French troops were making j and on enquir­
ing what difpofitions were made by the different Nabobs and chiefs 
who followed his ftandard. he was told, that the troops of Cudapa,
Canoul, Candanore, o f Miffore, together with 20,000 of the Mo- 
rattoes, were drawn up in order of battle, but had not. yet advanced 
to repalfc the French. Enraged at this ina&ion of fo large a part of 
his army, he mounted his elephant, and accompanied by his body­
guard, advanced toward thefe troops j and the firft he came to 
were thofe o f Cudapa, whofe Nabob was at their head. Nazir- 
jing rode up to him, and told him, that he was a daftardly coward, 
who dared not to defend the Mogul’s ftandard againft the moft con­
temptible of enemies. The traitor replied, that he knew no ene­
my but Nazir-jing, and at the tame time, gave the iign.d to a foliiecr. 
who rode with him on the fame elephant, to fire.. The {hot miffed, 
on which Cudapa himfelf diicharged a carabine, which lodged two 
balls in the heart of the unfortunate Nazir-jing, who fell dead on 
the plain. His guards were ftruck with fo much difmay at this hidden 
affaflination, that few of them attempted to revenge it, end thefe few 
were fqon difperfed or cut down. The Nabob of Cudapa then or­
dered the head to be fevered from the body, and bailed away with it 
to the tent of Murzafa-jing, concerning whofe fafety he had no anxiety ; 
having engaged in the confpiracy the officer to whofe care the con­
finement of this prihce had Ken entrufted: he found him freed from 
he fetters which he had now worn feven months, and hailing him 

Souhah of the Decati, presented to him, as a. confirmation of the
title,.
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tide, the head of his uncle. Murzafa-jing ordered it to be fixed on a 1750; 
pole, and to be carried to the army of the confederates, whither he re- *— v - j  
paired himfelf attended by the Nabob.

The news was fpread through the confederate army -with great rapi­
dity by the elevation of final! white banners: Mr. de la Touche difco- 
vered thefe fignals very foon after he had ordered the French battalion 
to halt, and knew the meaning of them : a few minutes alter came a 
horfeman at full Awed, lent from Murzafa-jing; upon which Mr. Buffy was 
immediately difpatched to compliment him, and receive his orders. The 
death of.Nazir-jing was no fooner known amongft his troops than 
the greateft part of them came in crowds to range themfelve; under 
tile banner of his fuccefior, and by nine o’clock in the morning every 
fword was fhcathed, notwithftanding that three brothers of the murdered 
prince were in the camp. The new Soubah proceeded to the tent of date, 
where he received homage from mod of the great officers, who the day 
before had paid it to his uncle. But the prime minider Shanavaz Khan 
was not of the number j he, dreading the refentment of Murzafa-jing, 
for having differed him to remain fo long in prifon, made his efcape 
to the fort of Chittaput: and Mahomed-ally, the open rival o f Chunda- 
faheb, kne w he had every thing to apprehend from this revolution: 
fortunately his quarters were at a confidence did::nee from the feehe 
of this catadrophe; and the inftant he heard of it, he mounted 
the fleeted of his hories, and, accompanied only by two or three 
attendants, haded with the utmoft precipitation to gain his fbrtrefs of 
Tritchanopoly.

In the evening, Mr, de la Touche, accompanied by all his officers,, 
wuit in ceremony to pay his refpedls to Murzafa-jing, by whom they 
wete received with demonArations of gratitude worthy the important 
let vice they bad rendered him. The oriental compliments paid to 
them on this occafion, were, for once, not deditute of truth; for, 
excepting the conqueds of Cortez and Pizarro in the new world, 
never did fo final! a force decide the fate of lb large a fovereignty. The 
dominions of the Great Mogul confld of 22 provinces, fix of which, 
comprehending more than one third of tire empire, compofe the foubah - 
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ftfip of the Decar.; the viceroy of which divifion is by a tide ftill more 
cmphatical than that o f Sotibah, filled, in the. language o f the court, 
Nizam-al-muluck, or pictcclcr o f the empire : his jurifdidKon extends iti 
a line nearly north and fouth, from Brampore to cape Comorin, and eaft~ 
ward from that line to the fea. Gol-kon.dnh, one of thefe provinces, 
comprehends what Europeans call the oabohfhips of Ascot. Canoul, 
Cudapa, Raja-mandry, and Chicacol; fo that there were under Nizam - 
al-muluck thirty fuch Nabobs, befides feveral powerful Indian kings, 
and many others of lefler note t the number of fubjedts in the Decan 
prohabiy exceeds thirty-five millions. O f this great dominion, Mur- 'it 
zafa-jing, from a prifonerin irons, and condemned to death, faw him- 
fclf in the revolution of a few hours .declared almoft the abfolutc lord, 
and with the profped o f maintaining polMion of it j for his pretentions 
were highly Hipported by the Vizir at D elhi: but the fun did not let be­
fore the joy infpired by this fudden change of Iris fortunes was tainted 
with anxiety; for the Pitan Nabobs began to demand imperioullv the 
rewards they expended for the parts they had contributed to his elevation: 
their pretenfions were exorbitant, and even inconfillent with the prin­
ciples of the Mogul government. It is not to be doubted.that Murzafa- 
}ing had, during his imprifonnient, promifed every thing they thought 
proper to alk, not intending to fulfil more than what the neceffity of his 
affairs fliould oblige him to; but the prefence o f the French troops now 
rendered him little apprehenfive o f their refentment, and to them alone 
he entrufted the guard of his perfon, and the cate o f his treafures: 
however, not to irritate the Nabobs, by an abfolute rejection o f their 
claims, he told them that his engagements with the French nation would 
not permit him to determine any thing without the advice and -participa­
tion of Mr. Dupleix, and encouraged then) to hope that every thing 
would be fettled to their fatisfaddon at Pondicherry*

Here the tidings o f Nazir-jing’s death, and of the enthronement of his 
nephew, arrived in the afternoon : it was full brought toiChimda-iaheb, 
who forgetting the ceremonies and attendance without which perfon® of 
his rank never appear in public, quitted his houfe alone, and ran to the 
palace, where he was the fiiil who announced it to Mr. Dupleix.

■t ‘ They



They embraced with the agitations of two friends efeaped from a (hip- 1750. 
w reck: the news was proclaimed to the town by a general difcharge '  v ’ 
of the artillery ; and in the evening Mr. Dupleix held a court, and re­
ceived the comphments of -all the inhabitants, 1  he next day a Te 
Demn was lung in full ceremony, and three deputies were lent to com­
pliment Murzafa-jing :• and two days afterwards another deputation car­
ried fix coftly Seesaws-, thefe are garments wh-ch are prefented fome- 
times by foperiors in token of protection, and fometimes by inferiors in 
token of homage ; and with the Seerpmm was carried a white flag on an 
elephant, which were like wife prefented. Murzafa-jing pretended to 
be lb much pleafed with the compliment o f tne flag, that he ordered it 
Ihould in future be always difplayed in the midft of the enfigns of his 

Ibvereignty.
On the 1 cth of December at night he came to the gates with a 

numerous and fplendid attendance, in which were mod of the principal 
lords of his court; he was received by Mr. Dupleix and Chanda- \ ;'rf
jfaheb in a tent without the city; and difeovered great emotions of joy 
in this interview. It was intended, in deference to his rank, that 
he Ihould have entered the town on his elephant; hut the animal was 
too large fjo pafs under the beam to which the draw-bridge was Impend­
ed ; whereupon he politely defired to go in the lame puankin wita M i.
Dupleix to the palace: here they had a private conference, in which 
be explained the difficulties he lay under from the preteofions of the 
Pitaa Nabobs, and afterwards retired to the houfe appointed for his re­
ception, where he was expected with impatience by his mother, nis 

wife, and his fon.
The next day the three Pitan *Nabobs came into the town, and de­

fired Mr. Dupleix to determine what rewards they Ihould receive for the 
fervices they had rendered t they demanded, that the arrears of tribute, 
which they bad not paid for three years, Ihould be remitted; that the 
countries which they governed, together with ieveral augmentations of 
territory they now demanded, Ihould in future be. exempted from tribute 
to the Mogul government; and that one half of the riches found in 
Nazir-jing’s treafury Ihouldbe delivered to them. < •
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t 7 50, It was known that all the lords of Murzafa-jing’s court waited to 
meafure their demands by the concedion which he fhould make to 
the Pitan Nabobs: if thefe obtained all they afked, the whole of his 
dominion would icarcd y fuffice to fatisfy the other claimants in 
the lame proportion ; and, on the other hand, if they were not fatisfted,
•it was much to be apprehended that they would revolt} Mr. Dupleix 
therefore poflponcd all other considerations to this important difcuflion, 
and conferred with the Pitans for feveral days fucceffively. He 
acknowledged the great obligations Murzafa-iing lay under to them 
for their conduct in the revolution; but infilled that he himfelf had 
contributed as much to it as they, md was therefore entitled to as 
great rewards, and that if  fuch conceiTions were extorted, the Sou- 
bah would no longer be able to maintain the dignity he had ac­
quired : intending therefore to let the example of moderation, he, 
in the lad; conference, told them, that he fhould relinquilh his 
own pretenfions to any fhare of the treafures, or to any other advan­
tages which might diftrefs the affairs of Murzafa-jing. The Pitans 
finding him determined to lupport the caufe of that prince at all 
events, agreed amongft themfelvcs to appear Satisfied with the terms 
he prefcribed: thefe were, that their governments fhould be augment­
ed by ome diftridts much lefs than thofe they demanded: that their 
private revenues fhould be increased by the addition of feme lands 
belonging to the crown given to them in farm at low rates; and 
that the half of the money found in Nazir-jing’s treafery fhould be 
divided amongft them ; but the jewels were referved to Murzafa-

j ing-
This agreement was figned by the Nabobs, who like wife took on 

the Alcoran an oath of allegiance to the Soubah ; declaring at the fame 
time that Nizam-al- rnuluck himfelf had never been able to obtain 
from them this mark of fubmillion : and he on his part fwoieto prated 
them whilft they remained faithful.

All diilentions being now in appearance reconciled, feafts and enter­
tainments enfued, in which Mr. Dupleix fpared no expence to raife in his 
guefts a high opinion of the grandeur of K - nation by the fplendour

* with
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with which he affefted to rcprefent his monarch. Amidft theft rejoic- 17^0, 
ings was performed the ceremony of inflalling the Soubah in the throne w *v*ifcJ 
o f the Decan : it was very pompous j and Mr. Dupleix appeared, next 
to the Soubah, the principal after in it 5 for in the drefs' of a Mahd- 
medan lord of Jndioftan, with which the prince himlHfi had clothed 

B  him, he was the firft who paid homage; after which he was declared 
governor for the Mogul of all the countries lying to the fouth of the 
river Kriftna * that is, o f a territory little left than France k ftlf: he 
like wife received the title of Mnnfub., or commander, o f 7000 horfe, 
with the ■ perrnitfion of bearing amongft his enfigns, that of the fiih|

1 ,$j neither of which diilinftions is ever •granted excepting to perfens of
the firft note in the empire: It was ordered, that no money fhould 
be current in the Carnatic, but fuch as was coined at Pondicherry 5 
and that the Mogul’s revenues from all the countries of which, Mr. Du­
pleix vyas now appointed vicegerent fhould be remitted to. him, who was 
to account for them to the Soubah; and Chunda-faheb was declared Na­
bob o f Arcot and its dependencies, under the authority of Mr. DupleiXv 
A ll the Mogul and Indian lords paid homage, and made prefects: pen- 
lions, titles of honour, and governments, were bellowed on thole who had 
affifted in1 the revolution, or had otherwife merited favour: bus. he 
granted none of theleto any, excepting fudi &$• prefented requefts figned 
by the hand of Mr. Dupleix.

T h e immediate advantages aritlng to the French Eaft India company 
by thefe conceftious, were the pofteffion of a territory, near Pondicherry 
producing annually 96000 rupees j o f that near Rarical in the kingdom 
of Tanjore, valued at 106,000 j and the city'of Mafulipatnam with its 
dependencies, o f which the yearly income amounted to 144,000 rupees *, 
in all, a revenue o f 38000 pounds fterling, according to the accounts 
publifhed by the French, winch there is reaion to believe are greatly 
extenuated. But , i ode advantages were fma'd in companion o f thofe 
which Mr., Dupleix expefted to obtain from the extenfive authority 
with which he was now in veiled j and altho’ -not one of theft grants could, 
according to the cohftitution of the Mogul empire, be ©f any validity, 
ursiefs confirmed by the emperor, he, without ftiuple, affirmed them
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j-7 î o. aft lawful acquifitions: it is certain that, iroperfe& as they were, they 
'**̂ r***J ferved great!.)- to raife the reputation of his importance in the Car­

natic, where the Soubah of the fouthern provinces is more re- 
fpeded than the Great Mogul himfelf, Even Mahomed-ally ap­
peared to be confounded by thefe conceffions'j and from Tritdiano- 
poly, to which place he had efcaped with great difficulty, impower- 
€d the Mom,.toe, Raja janagi, to treat with Mr. Dupleix for the fur- 
render of the city, and offered, as the French affirm with great con­
fidence in' mote than one memoir, to' relinqmflvhia pretennons to the 
nabobfhip of Afoot, provided Murzafa-iing would give him fome 
other government in the territory of Gol-koridah, and leave him in 
pofiexfion of his tfeafures/ without demanding any account, of his 
father An’war-adean Khan’s adminiftration. Mr. Dupleix agreed to 
thefe terms, arid imagined that they would very foon be carried into 
execution: fe that nothing now retarded the departure of Murzafa-jing 
to Gol-kcndah and Aureng-abad, where his prefence became every day 
more neceffary. As the powei of Mr. Dupleix depended on the prefer- 
ration of this prince, whole government in a country fubjed to fuel; 
fudden revolutions, probably would not be free from commotions, he 
propofed that a body of French troops /hould accompany him until he 
was firmly eftablifhed in the foubahfhip; and from experience of the fer- 
vices they were capable of rendering, this offer was accepted without 
befit.'tion.

The treaftires of Nazir-jing were computed at two millions feeding, 
and the jewels at 500,000 pounds; in the partition of this wealth* 
a provifion for the private fortune of Mr. Dupleix was* not negteded, 
notwithfeanding the offer which he had made in the conference with the 
Titan Nabobs to relinquish all pretenfions to any fuch advantage by the 
revolution ; for, befides many valuable jewels, it is laid, that he received 
200,000 -pounds in money. Murzafa-jing gave 50,000 pounds to be 
divided among the officers and troops who had fought at the battle of 
Gin gee, and 'paid 50,000 pounds more into the treafery of the French 
company, for the cxpeaces they had incurred in tne war. I he 
long experience of Shanavaz Khan in the adminiftration of the

. Decan
111 'jffl
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y30^S  Decan rendering his knowledge neceffary to the in-ftfufiton of a new. 175a, 
regency, he was invited by Murzafa-jing to enter into his fervice, and v‘*w  
came from Chittaput and made his fubmiifion.

Mr. Dupleix and Murzafa-jing ieparated with .profefltons of mutual 
gatitude and attachment, and the army left the- neighbourhood of Pon- 

, dicherry on the 4th of January; the French detachment was com­
manded by Mr. Butty, and confifted of 300 Europeans and 2000 Se­
poys with ten field pieces. The march was continued without inter­
ruption until the latter end of the month, when they arrived in the terri­
tory of Cud a pc, about fixty leagues from Pondicherry. There feme 
draggling horfemen quarrelled with the inhabitants of a village, and, 
with the ufual licentiouihefs of the cavalry of Indoftan, fet firs not Only 
to that, but likewife to two or three other villages in the neighbourhood,.
The Nabob of Cudapa, pretending to be greatly exafperated by this 
outrage, ordered a body of his troops to revenge it, by attacking the 
rear-guard of Murzafa-jing’s . divifion. A fkinnifh enfued, and the 
troops of Cudapa, overpowered by numbers, retreated to their main body.

■ | f  Their attack, whether by chance or deiign is uncertain, had been directed 
againft that part of the army which efcorted the women ; fo that this 
defiance Was aggravated by the molt flagrant affront that the dignity of 
an Indian prince could receive: for the perfcns of women or rank are 
deemed facred, even in war. Murzafa-jing no iboner heard of this in- 
fult, than he ordered his whole array to halt, put himfelf at the head 
of a large body of troops, and prepared to march againft the Na­
bob of Cudapa. Mr. Buify, who had been inftracted to avoid if 
pofiible all occafions of committing hoftilities in the rout to Gol- 
kondah, interpofed, and with much difficulty prevailed on him to fufi- 
pend his refentment, until the Nabob fihould explain the reafons of his 
conduct, Meflengers were font both from Murzafa-jing and Mr. Butty: 
to thofe of Murzafa-jing the Nabob of Cudapa anfwered, that he 
waited for their matter lwora in hand 5 but to Mr,-Butty he fent word, 
that he was ready to make fubmiffions to the Soubah through his m e d i­
ation. The difference of thefe anfvvers ftung this prince to the quick, 
and nothing could now flop him from proceeding to take.inftant revenge.

Y  2 He
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^ % 5o. He told Mr. Buffy, who ftitt attempted to calm him, that every Pitan m 
1 i^s anny was a traitor bom j and lira very tew minutes the truth of his 

aflertion was-confirmed: for his fpies brought intelligence,, that the 
troops of all the three Nabobs were drawn up together in battle-array 
that they were polled to defend a defile which laym  the road of tm 
army, and that feveral polls leading to the defile were defended by can­
non. which had been brought thither tome days before. Thefe prepara­
tions left no doubt that the rebellion of the Nabobs was premeditated; 
and indeed they had began to concert it fiom the very hour that they 
had taken the oath of allegiance in Pondicherry. Murzafa-jing, in, 
full march 'at the head of his cavalry, grew impatient of the flow 
pace of the French battalion', and hurried away to attack the re­
bels without their affiftancc. The Pitan Nabobs had in their fervice 
many of their own countrymen, who, although much inferior in 
number, flood the (hock with great intrepidity, and had even replied, 
his troops before Mr. BufTy came up. The fire of the French artiilciy, |
after a-feyere daughter, changed the fortune of the day, and obliged, the 
Titans to retreat;, when Muraafa-jing., irritated by the repulfe lie had 
Attained, rallied his troops, and heedlefs of the reroonftrances of Mr.. 
lu lfy  , purfued the fugitives, and left mice more the French-battalion be­
hind who endeavoured to keep in fight of him, but in vain: they icon 
after came up to feme of his troops, who were cutting to pieces the body 
of the Nabob of Savanore dead on the ground. The Nabob of ,  ̂ , 
Cudapa had fled out of the field clefperately wounded, and in pur­
g in g  him,. Murzafa-jing came up with the Nabob of Canoul, who- 
finding he could not etcape, turned with the handful of-troops that iur* 
rounded him, and pulhed on towards the elephant of his enemy. Kxaf- ,   ̂
perated by this defiance, the young prince made a % « to his troops to 
leave the perfon of the Nabob to be attacked by htmf.h The two- 
elephants were driven up dole to each other, and Murzafa.jmg 
had his fword uplifted to ftrike, when his antagofiiflt thruding his-- 
javelin, drove the point through his forehead, into the brain; he fell 
back, dead: a thoufand arms were aimed at the Nabob, who was m
th  ̂ fame inftant mor.tahy wounded a»id the troops, not fatisfied with

# this
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