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atonement, fell with fury on thofb of the Nabob, whom they loon 1750. 
overpowered, and-cut to pieces. The.French battalion was preparing 
to hail them returning front the field with acclamations of victory, when, 
the news of Murzafa-jing’s fete ftruck them with the deepeft conifer- 
nation. They immediately marched back to the camp, which they 
found in the utmolt -confufion ; for large arrears of pay were due to the 
army; and it waŝ  to fee apprehended that the foldfery would mutiny 
and plunder, and every general impeded all the others of finifter in­
tentions.

But this difafter affefted no intereft more feverely than that of the 
French; for by it were annihilated al! the advantages which were 
gained by the murder of Nazir-jtng: • and Mr. Buffy was left without 
pretenfions to interfere any farther in the concerns of the Decan. This 
officer faw all the defperateconfequences of his prefent filtration without 
lofing his prefence: of mind: he afibmbled the generals and minifters, 
and found them as ready as himfelf to admit o f any expedient by which 
the lofs of their fove.rei.gn might be repaired. Befides the fon of Mur- 
zafa-jing, an infant, there were in the camp three brothers of Nazir-jing, 
whom that prince had brought into the Carnatic under drift confine­
ment, to prevent their engaging in revolts during his abfence; and 
after his death they were continued under the iamsreftramt by Murzafa- 
]itig. Mr. Bully proposed, that the vacant dignity of Soubah fhould 
be conferred on the tided oi the brothers, by name Salabai-jing; 
and the generals from a feufe o f the convulsions to which the reign 
of a minor would be expofed, readily acquiefced to the exelufion of 
Murzafa-jing’s fon, and unanimoully approved of Mr. Bully’s ad­
vice- It was immediately carried into execution, the three princes 
were releafed from their confinement, and Salabat-jibg was proclaim­
ed Soubah of the Decan, with the univerfal con lent of the army.
His elevation, and the fignal cataftrophe of this day, in which three 
of the confpirators of N . dr - ling’s death fell in battle fighting 
againft each other, were regarded as a retribution of the divine 
juffice.

Mr.
! y  ' ■ ■ ■■



O p t  - » . § L
j y$o, M r. Buffy immediately advifcd Mr Dupleix of this revolution, and 

v - '  of the difpofitions which he had -made in favour of Sallabat-jing, who 
agreed to confirm all the ceflloas made by his predeceflbr, and to give 
ft ill greater advantages to the French nation. On thefe conditions, Mr.
Dupleix acknowledged his right to the Soubahfhip, with as much ardor 
as he had afferted that of Murzafa-jing; and as foon as this approba- ■
tion was received, the army left the country o f Cudapa, and continued 

its march to Gol-kondah.

%

.End of the Second Book.
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T H E  nations of Coromandel, accuflotned to fee Europeans af- 3751. 
fuming no other character than that of merchants, and pay- 

. Ihg as much homage to the Mogul government as was exafted 
from themfelves, were aftonifhed at the rapid progrefs of the French 
arms, and beheld with admiration the abilities of M r. Dupictx, who 
had (hewn himfelf at once as great an adept m the politics of . n- 
doftan, as if he had been educated a Mahometan lord at the court 
of D elhi: knowing the rivalfhxp -which exited between the two 
nations, they were equally fufprized at the indolence of the Engkfb, 
who, fince the retreat of their troops from Mahomed-ally; at a nvadi, 
had taken no- meafures to interrupt the progrefs of fats fehemes; 
and indeed this inactivity, at fa critical a -conjuncture, is difficult to 

r  be accounted for, unlels it be imputed to their dread of engag­
ing, without authority from England, in open hoftihties againft the 
French mupodiat.ly after the conclufion of a general peace: in Europe.
Whatever might be the motives, their difporition to remain m peace 
was fo great, that major I -awrence himfeif, who commanded the troop, 
and had great influence in their councils, left Fort St. David on iorne 
private concerns, and failed for England in the month of October, i lie 
affaffination of Nazir-jing and its confequences overwhelmed them 
with aftonifh orient, and made them fenfibk, when too late, of the errors 
they had committed in not continuing a body of their troops with toe 

' army of that prince. There remained, even after his death, a means
of Hatching from the conquerors their laurels, and the fruits oi their 
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''•~-'sr'75i. victory; for Murzafa-iing, with his uncle’s treafures, moved from Gin- 
Wv ~̂! gee with only a detachment of his own army and 300 of the French 

troops, who marching without apprehenfion of danger, obferved little 
military order:. Mr. Benjamin Robins, at that dine juft arrived from 
•England to fuperintend the company’s fortifications as engineer-general, 
propoied to the governor, Mr. Saunders, that §00 Europeans fhould 
march out and attack them in their return : difeovering in this advice the 
dame fagacity which has diftinguifbed his .fpeculations in the dbftrufcr 
fcienct o, and which renders his name an honour to our country $ for there 
is the greatest probability that the attack, if  well concluded, would have 
fucceededj and the treafures of Nazir-jing have been carried to Fort St.

' David infknd of Pondicherry. Mr; Saunders much approved the project,
but when Captain Cope, the commander of the troops, propofed it to 

•the officers, they unanimouily declared it rath and impra&icablc.
Mahomed-ally, ftill more perplexed and dilpirited than the Engltih,

■ had no hopes of prelervaiion but in their afiiflance, which he preffingly 
follicited it the fame time that he was capitulating with Mr. Duple!x for 
the furrender of Trkchanopoly e and the Englifh, apprehend ve o f the 
conclufion of fuch a treaty, which would have left them without any 
pretence to oppofe Mr. Dupleix and Chunda-faheb, at Lift took the 
rdhlution of fending.once more to Tritchanopoly a detachment to en­
courage Mahomed-ally to defend the city; it-confided of 280 Europeans, 
with-300 Sepoy.;, who arrived there under the ottaimand of captain Cope 
in the beginning o f February. - ,

About tire fame time Chunda-faheb marched from Pondicherry /with 
an army of 8000 men, horfe and foot, which he had levied in the 
province, joined by a battalion, of 800 Europeans} and with this force 
proceeded to Arcot, where he received homage as Nabob} and there 
was fc$rce a ftrpng hold to the north of the river Golem n of which the 
governor did not acknowledge his fcvereignty. M orin-ally of Vekre, 
who had temporized, and aftedted obedience to Nassjr-jing from the time 
that prince entered the Carnatic, immediately after his death reaffirm­
ed his connexion with his relation Chunda-faheb, and was the firft 
■ to reacknowledge hint} and his example determined moft-§f the other 
chiefs.

1 The ,
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T he countries lying between the Coleroon and the extremity of 1751. 
the peninfula did not openly throw off- their allegiance to Mahomed-ally, 
but were lukewarm in his interests: he therefore fent 2500 horfe, and 

■ k 3000 Peans, under the command of his brother Abdul-rahim, together
V# with a detachment of 30 Europeans, to fettle the government of Tina-

velly, a city lying i6e miles to the fouth of Tritchanopoly, and capital 
of a territory which extends to cape Comorin, Abdul-rahim met with 
no refinance from the people of the country, but found it difficult to 
reflrain his troops from revolt j for moft of the officers being renters, 
were indebted to their prince as much as he was indebted to their fob* 
diers, and expe&ed as the price of their defection that Chunda-faheb 
would not only remit what they owed to the government, bur fikewife 
furnilh money for the pay of their troops. However, great promifes, 
and the vigilance of lieutenant Innis, who commanded the Englifib de­
tachment, prevented them from earning their fchemes into execution j 
but the fame fpirlt of revolt rmnifefled itfelf more openly in another 
part o f Mahomed-ally’s dominions.

Allum Khan, a foldier of fortune, who had formerly been in the 
fervice of Chunda-ialieb, and afterwards in that of the king of Tvnjore, 
had lately left this prince and came to Madura, where his reputation as 
an excellent officer foon gained him influence and refpeft, which he em­
ployed to corrupt the garrifon, and fucceeded fo well, that the troops 
created him governor, and contented to maintain the city under his au­
thority for Chunda-faheb,' whom he acknowledged as his ibvenhgn.

The country of Madura lies between thofe of Tritchanopoly and Ti- 
navelly, and is as ex ten live as either of them. The city was in ancient 
times the ref dunce of a prince who was fovereign of all the three. Its 
form is nearly a square 4000 yards in circumference?, fortified with a 
double wail and a ditch. The lofs of this place,, by cutting off the com­
munication between Tritchanopoly and the countries o f Tinavelly, de­
prived Mahomed-ally of more than one half of the dominions which 
at this time remained under his jurifdi&ion. On receiving the news, 
captain Cope offered his fervice to retake it. His detachment was ill 
equippec for a fiege, for they had brought no battering cannon from 
fort St. David, and there were but two ferviceable pieces in the city ;
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" 1751. with one o f thefe, three field pieces, two cohorns, and 150 Europeans,

jje marCjjeti away, accompanied by 600 of the Nabob’s cavalry, com­
manded by another of Bis brothers Abdul-wahab Khan; and on the 
day that they arrived in fight of Madura, they were joined by the army 
returning from Tinavelly. There were feveral large breaches in the 
outward wall; the gun fired through one of them on the inward wall, 
and in two dap demolished a part of it, although not iufficient to 
make the breach acceffible without the help of fafeines. Difficult as it 
was, it was neceflary either to ilerm it immediately, or to relinquilh 
the fiege, for, all the fliot of the great gun were expended. The 
Sepoys, encouraged by a diftribution of fome money, and a promife of 
much more if the place fhould be taken, went to the attack with as much 
fjpirit as the Europeans. The firfl wall was palled without reiiftance, 
and at the foot of the breach in the feCond appeared three champions, 
one of them a very bulky man in compkat armour, who fought man­
fully with their iwords, and wounded feveral of the forlorn hope, but 
were at laft with difficulty killed. Whilft the troops were mounting 
tire breach, they were feverely annoyed by arrows, fioues, and the fire 
o f matchlocks} notwithftandirig which they gained the parapet, where 
the enemy had on each fide of the entrance flung up a mound o f earth,
011 which they had laid horizontally fome palm trees feparated from 
each other, and through thefe intervals they thrufl their pikes. At 
the bottom of the rampart within the wall they had flung up a 
fi.rong retrenchment with a ditch, and three or fohr thoufand men ap~ 
pea red ready to defend this work with all kinds of arms. The troops, 
wounded by the pikes as faft as they mounted, were'not able to keep 
pofleflion of the parapet, and after fighting until ninety men were dis­
abled, rdinquiihcd the attack. Four Europeans were killed : the Se­
poys fuffered more, and four of their captains were deiperately wounded.
The next day captain Cope prepared to return to Tritchanopoly, and 
blew the cannon to pieces, for want of means to carry it away. The 
troops of Mahome<3-ally, encouraged by this repulfe, no longer con­
cealed theirfdifaffedion, and 500 horfe, with 1000 Peans, went over 
to Allum Khan before the Englifh broke up their camp, and two or

three-
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three days after near 2000 more horfemeu defected. likewise to the 175-- 
enemy. At the fame time that the army and dominions of Mahomed- w"'"v 
ally were thus reduced, he received advice that Chunda-faheb was pre- 

|| paring to march from Arcot to befiege Tritchanopoly> he now more 
ftrenuoufly reprefented his diftreffes to the prefidency of Fort St. David, 
offering to give the company a territory of confiderable revenue conti­
guous to the bounds of Madrafs, and promifing like wife to defray all

r the expences of their affiftance.
It was the time of harveft, which on the coaft of Coromandel is 

divided equally between the lord of the land and the cultivator,; and 
Mr. Du.deix affedted to diftinguiffi his new acquiiitions, by ordering (mail 
white flags to be planted almoft in every field to which he laid claim 
thcle Bags were feeo from Fort St. David extended round the bounds, 
and fame of them were even planted within the company’s territory; 
the infoience of thefe marks of fovereignty flung the Englifb, and rou2ed 
them from their lethargy; they concluded that Mr. Dupleix, from the 
fame fptrit o f dominion, would not fail to impoie extravagant duties on 
their trade paflxng through the countries of which he had taken poffef- 
fion; and this refledfcioa convincing them that their own ruin would 
lie blended with that of Mahomed-ally, they determined to accept 
the offers he made, and to fupport his cauf’e to the utmoft of their 
power.

In the beginning of April a body of 500 Europeans, of which 50 were 
cavalry, and 100 Caffres, 100c Sepoys, with eight field pieces, took 
the field under the command of captain Gingen, who was ordered to 
remain near Fort St. David until he fhould be joined by Mabomed-ally’s 
troops from Tritchanopoly : for the Englifli were determined not to ap­
pear as principals in the war. After waiting fix weeks, captain Gingen 
was joined by 600. horfe and 1000 Feans; he then proceeded to the 
vveflward, and came in fight of Verdachelum, a large and ftrong pagoda 
garrifoned by 300 of Chunda-faheb’s troops: this place is fituated fo 
miles from the coaft, and commands the high road; the reduction of 
it was therefore necelTary to preferve the communication.with Fort St.
David; the garrifon were fummoned by the Nabobs’s officer ;.o deliver
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1751. up the place: they refufed, and mann d the walls. The English troops,
v.."v— J tinder cover of a bank, fired at them for fome hours, but finding

that this attack made little impreffion, they prepared towards even­
ing to make a general aiTualt, when the fight of the foaling ladders in­
duced the governor to furrender. Leaving a garriibn of twenty Euro­
peans and fifty Sepoys in the pagoda, they continued their march to the 
weftward, and were foon after joined by 100 Europeans detached by 
captain Cope from Tritchanopoly, and 2000 horfe, with 2000 foot, - ; m
the remainder of the Nabob’s troops, under the command of his brother 
Abdul-wahab Khan.

The army, after this junction came in fight of that of Chunda- 
iaheb, which lay encamped in the neighbourhood of Vol-kondah.
This is a very ftrong forttefs, 90 miles from the coa.fi, fituated 
in the great road between Arcot and Tritchanopoly: its princi­
pal defence is a rock 200 feet high, and about a mile in circum­
ference at the bottom, where it is endofed by a high and ftrong
wall, moftly cut out of the folid rock; near the furnmit it is en~
clofed by another wall, and the fummit itielf is furrounded by a
third: adjoining to the eafiern fide of the rock, on the plain, is a 
fort built of ftone, contiguous to which lies a town flenderly fortified with 
a mud wall. The river Val-aru, after running due Gaft, forms an angle 
about a mile to the north of Vol-kondah, where it turns to the fouth, 
and in this direction pafles clofe by the weftern fide of the rock, and 
winding round it, ; caffumes its courfe to the eaftward along the fouthem 
fide of the fort and town. Captain Gingen encamped-in a large grove 
about a mile and half to the fouth weft of Vol-kondah : and in this 
fituation the advanced guards were in fight of thofe of Chunda-faheb, 
whofe camp lay about four miles to the north of that part of the river 
which runs eaft before it ftrikes to the fouth. Here he had been fome 
days endeavouring to perfbade the governor to put him in poffeflion of 
the fort; and Abdul-wahab Khan, equally fenfible of the importance 
of the place, made offers iikewife to induce him to deliver it up to Ma­
homed -ally. The man knowing the advantage of his port, had given 
evaiive anfwers to Chunda-ftiheb; and replied to Abdul-wahab Khar?,

that
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that he waited to fee a battle before he gave up his fort to either but 1751. 
neverthelefs he entered into a negotiation with both, which lafted a fort- 4 
night, and doing this time neither of the armies made any motion: at 
length captain Gingen, irritated by hi-' prevarications, determined to 
treat him as an enemy ; but before he proceeded to hofiilities, polled the 
army about a mile to the north-weft of the rock of Vol-kondah, where 
they were in readinefs to intercept the approach of Chunda-faheb ; for it 
was not doubted that the governor would call him to his afliftance, as 
foon as he fhould be attacked. This difpofition being made, a large 
detachment of Europeans and Sepoys marched about nine in the even­
ing, who eafily got over the mud-wall, and then fetting fire to the 
town, advanced to the ftone fort; but this they found too ftrong to be 
aflanlted before a breach was made, and therefore returned to the 
can p. The governor, as was foreieen, immediately fent a mefienger to 
acquaint Chunda-faheb that he was ready to admit his troops into the 
place.

Thenext morning, at break of day, the French battalion was dis­
covered marching towards the rock along the bed of the river, which 
xvas almoft dry; and the Indian army of Chunda-faheb, which had 
been augmented at Arcot to 12000 horfe and 5000 Sepoys, appeared at 
the fame time. Notwithstanding thefe motions, the Englifh officers 
wafted fo much time in deliberation, that the French battalion ar­
rived near the foot of the rock, and formed before any attempt was 
made to intercept them; when too late, it was determined to give the 
enemy battle. The troops had perceived the hefltations of the council 
of war, and were fo much afiedted by them that they marched to the 
enemy with irrefblution. As they approached, a cannonade enfued, and 
a ftiot {truck one of the French tumbrils, which blowing up wounded 
fane of their Europeans, and frightened fo much a hundred more, w ho 
were ported near it, that they ran away with Mr. d’Auteuil at their 
head to the fort of Vol-kondah, where they were admitted} and frdttv 
hence they immediately began to fire from 14 pieces of cannon upon the 
Englifh battalion. This unexpected cannonade, notwithidanding that 
moft of their {hot dew too high, flung the troops into diforder, and feme 
of the officers Iskewife difeovering fear, the whole battalion were fed zed 
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1751. with’a panic. The captains Gingen, Dalton, Kirkpatrick, and lieu- 
W v W  tenant Clive, endeavoured to rally them, but in vain j for they retreat-* 

ed in great eonfution, without flopping until they reached the camp.
Abdul-wahab Khan rode up and upbraided them in the feongeft terms for 
their cowardice, bidding them take example from his own troops, who 
frill flood their ground: and to compleat the fharne of this day, the 
company of Cadres remained Jikewife pn tire field for feme time, and 
then marched oft in good order, bringing away the dead and wounded.
Had they behaved with common refolution, the enemy would pro- l| | 
bably have been defeated j for Abdul-wahab Khan had prevailed on one 
o f their generals, who commanded 4000 horfe, to come over to him on 
the field of battle, which body was obferved to feparate from the reft 
as the enemy approached j and this appearance of detedliem flung 
Chunda-faheb into fnch perplexity, that he did not venture 1:0 pur- >, 
fue the English, over whom he would otherwife have had every ad­
vantage.

The par.;c did not ceafe with the day, but operated fo flrongly, 
that captain Gingen, to avoid worfe confequences, determined to remove 
the troops from the fight of an enemy they fo much dreaded, and at W C i t  ■ 
midnight broke up the camp, and marching with great expedition in 
the road leading to Tritchanopoly, arrived the next evening at the 
freights pf litatoor, diftant about 25 miles from that city: a part of T|' 
the range of mountains which bounds the province of Arcot to the m 
weftward, forms one fide o f thefe (freights, and fome hi Ik about a mile 
to the eaft, the other: the ground for feveral miles farther eaflward is 
covered with rocks, which render it impafiable to an army encumbered 
with carriages. The company of grenadiers confifiing of too men, to­
gether with ioo Caffres arid Topaffes, with two field pieces, were left 
under the command of captain Dalton, in a village at the-entrance of the 
fri eights: the main body encamped in the valley ».and in order to fecu-e 
the rear of the camp, fome Europeans were placed in the fort of Uta- 
toor, which lies about two miles fouth of the freights.

The next day the enemy took the fame rout, and for the conveniency 
of water halted about eight miles from the freights.1 A  few' days 
after about 100 of their horfe appeared irs fight of the village,
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riding about and flourifhing their fabres in defiance*, captain Gin- 1751. 
gen, with feveral o f the principal officers of the battalion, happened ' v~“'> 
at this time to be there, who were fo much offended at this bra­
vado, that feven of them mounted their hades, and Tallied with 12 
troopers and 100 Sepoys to attack the party: they retreated as the Engiifh 
approached, fometimes halting as if they intended to Hand the (hock, and 
in this manner led them three miles from the village, when they gal­
loped away at full fpeed and disappeared. The Engiifh had not pro­
ceeded a mile in their return to the camp, when they difeovered a 
body of near 3000 horfe coming out of a neighbouring thicket, where 
they were ported in ambufeade, and from hence had detached the party 
which appeared at the village. The Sepoys were ordered to dnperfe, 
and the horfemen forming into a com pad body, pufhed forwards 
fo briikly, that only four or five oF the enemy’s fquadrons had time 
to fling themfelves in their way : thefe were attacked fvvord m hand, 
and the troops cut their way through, but not without the Sofs of 
lieutenant Mafkelyne and three troopers, who were made prifoners; the 
reft gained the village j but all the Sepoys were either killed or 
taken. Mr. Mafkelyne was toon after re-leafed by Chunda-faheb,. 
to whom he gave his parole 5 for the French, who were at tins time as 
cautious as the Engiifh of appearing principals in the war, affefled to 
have no authority over the prifoners. The ill fuccefs o f this inconhde- 
rate excurfioft, enereafed the diffidence which the foldiers entertained 
o; their officers; who began likewife to difagree amongft themfelves, 
concurring in nothing but in thinking that the enemy were much too 
ftrong for them.

The next day Chunda-faheb mcamped within five miles of the village, 
and employed two days in reconnoitring the ground quite up to the 
ftreights. On the third* the j 3th 0; July, their whole army was difeo- 
vertd advancing in battle-array. Several parties of cavalry preceded the 
line, and came on each flank o f the village; and loon after appeared a 
body of 4000 Sepoys with feven pieces of cannon, liipported by a com­
pany of looTopaffes; thefe marched up flowly and in good order:; 
the cavalry brought up the rear; and were foon after rejoined by the 
other part.cs which had been fent forward, excepting a few fquadrons 
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1751. which galloped on, and Rationed themfelves between the village and the
'-'•■ v-—' (freights. Captain Dalton had began to fire from his two field pieces, 

when he received orders to quit his poll, and join the main body, which 
had advanced a little way from the camp to favour ins retreat: the 
near approach of the enemy now rendered the execution of this order 
liable to many difficulties} however, to conceal his intentions from 
them as long as poffible, he firft drew up the greateft part of his de­
tachment out of their light behind the village, and then ordered 
the two field pieces to be fent to him.} after which the reft of 
the detachment marched through the village and joined him. Thus 
the whole body formed - before the enemy difeovered their inten­
tion : as foortas they were convinced of it, their Sepoys ruilied through 
the village, and began to fire from the huts or- the rear of the English 
party, who had fcarcely got out of reach of this fire, when the enemy’s 
whole cavalry, divided into two bodies, came galloping round each fide 
of the village, and furrounded them; the men did not lofe courage, 
and by a heavy lire obliged them to retreat into the village. The 
detachment moving ilowly m  toward the camp, had -not proceeded far 
before the enemy, horfe and foot, returned to the charge, and fur- 
rounded them again. The CafFres, Topaffes* and a platoon of Euro­
peans kept up a conftaot fire, whsiff the grenadiers continually 
prelented and recovered their arms, preferving their fire for the -aft 
extremity; and by this referve conftantly deterred the cavalry from 
charging: in this manner they made their retreat good to the 
entrance of the (heights, where the ground being rocky, hindered 
the enemy’s horle from continuing in com path fquarirons. The- de­
tachment, now reinforced by two platoons from the main body, halted 
more frequently, giving their whole fire at once, and joined their army 
in good order, bringing off their killed and wounded, which were fifteen 
men. The enemy following them, were infenfibly led within a 
fin?. 11 diftance of the .whole force now united with eight pieces of 
cannon in front; they at firft appeared determined to ftand their ground, 
and bring on a general a&ion j but finding themfelves feverely galled by 
the artillery, which together with the whole line, advanced upon 
them, they gave way, and loft 300 men before they got out of cannon-

. 1 , . ,l. M h fjjot;
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Vv̂ « ' iliot: their cannon were ill lerved, and did but little damage, and the 1751. 
French battalion never appeared until the firing ceafed, when they were '—  
difcovered taking pofleffion of the village, in the rear o f which the reft 
of the army likewife pitched their tents.

Altho’ the poll in the iireights was deemed defenfible,k was feared from 
the great fuperiority o f Chunda-faheb’s cavalry and Sepoys, that he would 
detach a body of men. and poll it between the camp and Tritchanopoly, 
from which city tide army drew all its provifions acrofs the two larged 
rivers in the Carnatic. From this apprehenfion it was determined to 
retreat without delay, and the army decamped filently in the night 5 
they never halted till two the next day, fatigued to excefs with a 
march of eighteen hours, performed without refreshment in the hotted 
feafon of this fultry climate, and after the fatigues they had endured in the 
a&ion of the preceding day. Luckily the enemy’s cavalry were.fo dilpirited 
with the.lofs they then fuftained, that they never attempted to interrupt 
the retreat: they however followed’ at a didance, and before night 
took pod within three miles of the army , which was now arrived within 
fight of Tritchanopoly, and encamped clofe to the northern bank of the 

. Coleroon. , ■

This river is a principal arm of another called the Caveri, which has 
its fopree in the mountains withm thirty miles of Mangalore on the 
coart of Malabar, and parting through the kingdom o f M y fore, runs 
400 miles before it reaches Tritchanopoly. About live miles to the 
north-weft o f this city the Caveri divides itfelf into two principal arms.
T he northern is called the Coleroon, and difembogues at Devi Co - 
ta li: the other retains the name of Caveri; and about twenty miles to 

y the cart ward of Tritchanopoly begins,to fend forth feveral large branches, 
all of which pafs through the kingdom of Tanjore, arid are the caufe 
of the great fertility of that country. For fevend miles after the fepa- 
ration, the banks, ck the Coleroon and Caveri are in no part two miles 

(  afunder, in many fcarcely one ; and at Coilady, a fort fifteen miles 
to the cad of Tritchanopoly, the two dreams approach fo near to 
each other, that the people o f the country have been obliged to fling up 
a large and ftrong mound o f earth to keep them from uniting again.
* he long flip of land inclofed by the two channels between Coilady and

’ A  a ,« ' r.ki'V'F the - ,
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" J751. the place where the two ftreams firft feparate, is called the ifiand of 
w '/*w  Seringham, famous throughout Indoftan for the great pagoda from which 

it derives its name, This temple is iituated about a mile from the 
wefkrn extremity of the tfland, at a fmail diltance from the bank of the 
Coleroon; it is compofed of feven fquare incbiurcs, one within the 
other, the walls of which are 25 feet high and four thick. Thefe in- 
clofures'are 350 feet d iff ant from one another, and each has four large 
gates, with a high tower; which are placed, one in the middle o f each 
fide of the inclofure, and oppofite to the four cardinal points. The 
outward wall is near four miles in circumference, and its gateway to 
the fouth is ornamented with pillars, several of which are iingle /tones 
3 3 feet Jong, and nearly five in diameter; and thofe which form the roof 
are ftill larger: in the tnmoft inclofure are the chapels. About half a 
mile to the eaft o f Seringham, and nearer to the Caved than the Cole- 
toon is another large pagoda called Jembikifma: but this has
only one inclofure. The extreme veneration in which Seringham is 
held, arifes from a belief that it contains that identical image o f the- 
god Wiftehnu, which filed to be wcrlhipped by the god Bratm. Pil­
grims from all parts of the peninfula come here to obtain absolution, 
and none come without an offering o f money; and a large part of 
the revenue of the ifiand is allotted for the maintenance of the Bramins 
who inhabit the pagoda ; and thefe, with their families, formerly com­
pofed a multitude, not lefs than 40,000 fouls, maintained without labour 
by the liberality of fuperftition. Here, as its all the other great pagodas 
of India, tire Bramins live in a fuboi dinatson which knows no refinance, 
and Humber in a vohrpmonfnefs which knows no wants; and, 
fi:nfihie of the happinefs o f their condition, they quit not the filence of 
their retreats to mingle in the tumults o f the flats ;  nor point the brand, 
flaming from the altar, again# the authority of tire fovereign, or the 
tranquillity of the govern man. This repofe was now doomed to be 
much tiiftaibed, and the temple to endure Such pollutions as it had never 
before been expofed tv?.

The Englifih battalion took poffeffkn of Pitchandah, a fortified 
pagoda fituated on the northern bank c '  the Coleroon, about a mile 
to the e-afi; o f Seringham : the reft o f tire army encamped along the 
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fiver nearer the pagoda. The camp was only acceffible by the high 1751. 
road; for the red of the ground was laid out in rice fields, which v'’~‘v"~' 
being at this feafon overflowed, formed a morafs not to be palled by ca­
valry : but the army focn found difficulties in getting provifionts, which 
could now -only be brought from the oppofite (bore under the pro­
tection of the guns of the camp, and it was feared that this diflrefs 
would be greatly increafed by the enemy’s lending a ftrong detachment 
acrofs the river to take pofleluon o f the great pagoda. It was therefore 
refolved to prevent them, and orders were given for the whole army to 
crofs the river.

The Coleroon, like all the other rivers on the coaft of Coromandel, 
is fubjeCt to very fudden and unforefeen alterations, which depend on 
the rains that fall on the mountains of the Malabar coaft j fo that in 
the fpace of twenty-four hours it often, from being fordable, becomes 
aim oft knpaflable even by boats * and at this time it was learcely fordable, 
and very rapid. The ammunition, and fores were tranlported before 
day-light in two large flat boats, kept by the government of Tntchano- 
poly to ferry over horfes. The troops then followed with the field- 
pieces : and the retreat was not dilcovered by the enemy until die laft 
boat, with four of the field pieces, was palling. This ftuck upon a land- 
bank, and the enemy brought down their guns, and cannonaded it; 
on which it was abandoned by the boatmen $ but the grenadiers, 
who formed the rear-guard, brought it off, and the whole army 
palled without any other loft than that of two or three tumbrils, and one 
fmall iron gun belonging to the Nabob.

* The Englifli troops, as well as thole of the Nabob, entered the
pagoda, and were admitted with great reluctance into three of the firft 
inclofures, which affording room much more than iufficient for their 
reception, they complied with the earneft fdlicitations of the Bramins, 
imploring them to. carry the ftain of their pollutions no nearer the ha­
bitation of the idol, it was evident this poll might have been defended 
again# the enemy’s whole force, fince the cannon of Tritchanopoly and 
thole in the pagoda were near enough to have kept the communication 
open: but the fpirit of retreat ftill fo ftrongly pofteffed the army, that they 
fulpe&ed the outward wall of Seringham to be in a ruinous condition,
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ry $:r. and thought the extent of it too great to be defended by to (mall a force.
/ j nj ced tlie Englifh battalion was now reduced to 400 men, and the 

Nabob’s troops could not be depended on. It was tberefoie determined, 
as the iaft refource, to take (belter under the walls of Tritchanopoly, 
and this refolution was put in execution two days after the army took 

poi&ffioii ofSeringham-
The city of Tritchanopoly lies about 90 miles inland from thecoaft, 

and is fituated within half a mile of the fouthern bank of the Caved, and 
about a mile and a halt fbuth-eaft from Seringham. It is a parallelogiam, 
of which the eaft and weft Tides extend near 200c yards, and the 
north and iouth about 1200. It has a double inclofurcoi walls, each of 
which are flanked by round towers, built at equal diftances from one 
another: the outward wall is 18 feel high, and about five feet thick, 
without rampart or parapet: the inward is much ftronger, being 30 feet 
high, with a rampart of ft one decreafing by large fteps from the ground 
to"the top, where it is 10 feet broad, and has a thin parapet of ftone 
about feven feet high, in which are loop holes to fire through. There is 
an interval between the two walls of 2.5 feet, and before the outward 
a ditch 30 feet wide and 12 deep, unequally fupplied with water at diffe­
rent feaions, but never quite dry. In the northern part of the city (lands 
a rock 150 feet high, from which the adjacent country is difeovered for 
many,miles round.

The Englifti battalion encamped on the weft fide of the city clofe to 
the ditch, "and the Nabob’s troops on the fouthern fide: captain Cope, 
with 100 of the Europeans fent thither in the beginning of-the year, re­

mained witliin the walls. ’
Chunda-faheb and the French took poffcffiou of Seringham foon 

after it was evacuated by the Nabob’s • army; and in the beginning of 
Auguft they fent a ftrong detachment to attack Coilady, a mud fort 
about a n de to the eaft of the great bank which terminates the ifl.and 
of Seringham, and the only poft which ftill held out for the 
Nabob. Captain Gingen, informed of this motion, detached 20 Eu­
ropeans and ioo Sepoys, under the command of enfign 1  ruder, to 
reinforce the garrifon. This officer defended the fort very gallantly 
for fevers! days, until it was fo fluttered as to be no longer tenable:
he then received orders to draw off his men in the night; and a detach- 

5 ment
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ment of 200 Europeans were feut to poll themfelves ©ppofite to the 175T. 
fort on the fouthern bank of the Caveri, in order to cover his retreat: v-**v ~~’ 
but the Sepoys, inftead of parting the river a few ' at a lime, vvhillfc the 
Europeans were firing from the wall to amule the enemy , threw them* 
felves precipitately into the water all together,, every one preffing to get 
over to the covering patty as fall as he could. Their noife in this con- 
fufion difcovered them to the enemy, who increafed it by firing upon' 
them, and at the fame time prepared to r. (limit the fort j. upon which 
the Europeans likewife plunged into the river, and throwing away their 
arms, with difficulty joined the covering party. This fuccefs de­
termined Chunda-faheb to crofs the Caveri, and leaving a garrifon in 
Seringham, he encamped with the reft of his army to the eaft of 
Tritchanopcly.

The presidency of Fort St. David faw, with great anxiety, their efforts 
to fuppoit Mahomed-ally, fruftrated by the retreat of his army out of 
the Carnatic, where lie now no longer poiieffed a Angle dirt-riot: and 
Verdachellum, the only fort to the north of the Coieroon which acknow­
ledged him, was inverted by the troops of a neighbouring poly gar.
The (hips from Europe having brought feme recruits, a detachment of 
80 Europeans and 300 Sepoys, with a large convoy of (lores, were lent 

, ff from Fort St. David in the middle of July to relieve i t ; but every good 
officer being already in the (kid, there remained none in the garrifon to 
whom fuch a command could be prudently Intruded, The governor 
Mr. Saunders therefore requefted Mr. Bigot, one of the council, and a 
man of refoluticn, to proceed with the detachment until it mould be out 
©f rifcpre of enemies,, arid then to lend k forward under the command 
of the military officer to Tritchanopoly. Lieutenant Clive likewife re- 
iblved to accompany this detachment. This young man, foon after the 
redudtion of Devi Cotah, had reaffumed the mercantile lervice of the 
company, in which he firft went to India; and from that time had held 
the office of coramiffary for fupplying the European troops with pro- 
vilions. In the profecution of this employment,, as well as ffornr 
his love of enterprise, he had accompanied the army from the be­
ginning of this campaign, until they began to retreat before the 
enemy at Vol-kondah. The detachment furprized the Polygar’s troops at 

3 midnight,
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175J\ midnight, who took flight at the idrit fire, and the convoy entered Ver- 
w— dr.chdium without any lots. From hence Mr. Pigot fern the detachment 

through the country of Tanjore toreinforce the battalion at Tritchanopoly, 
which they joined without interruption ; the French at this time not 
having crofted the Cavern He then returned from VerdacheUum to Fort 
St. David, accompanied by Mr. Clive, i 2 Sepoys, and as many fervantss 
in their way they were fur rounded by the Edygafs troops, who with 
matchlocks harraffed this little party feme hours, and killed feven of the 
Sepoys, and feveral of the attendants. The ammunition of the reft 
being expended, they were ordered to difperfe, and Mr, Pigot and Clive 
fayed chemfelvr.s by the fpeed of their horles from a party of cavalry, 
who purfued them.feveral miles. ...

In the middle of July the prcndency prepared to fend another rein­
forcement to Triichaappoly, where the difeontent which prevailed 
amongft the officers made it neceffary to remove feveral of them at a 
dine when there were very few fit to fiuccced to their ports: a captain’s 
commiffioii was therefore given to Mr. Clive, who proceeded with a de­
tachment into the country of Tanjore, where he was joined by another 
from Devi-Cotah, under the command of Captain Clarke, who took the 
command of the whole, which, united* confided of only 100 European?, 
and $0 Sepoys,1 with one filial! field piece. The king of Tanjore, like' 
all other Indian princes, cautious of declaring whilft the event remained 
doubtful,' foffered both the Englifh and French troops to march through 
his country to Tritchanopoly :• and this being the only rout by which 
the Englifh from the fea-.eoaft could now gain th city, the fort of Devi- 
Cotah began to acquire an importance not forefeen when they took it.
The French detached from Coilady 30 Europeans and 500 Sepoys, who 
came in fight of the? Englifh party.near the village of Candour, fitaated 
ten miles to the north of Tanjore ; the high road led through the vil­
lage, and both anxious to get pofieffion of it, entered it haftily at the ' 
fame time at different ends. A Ikirmhh cnfijtd, in which the French 
officer was defperately founded, and 10 of his Europeans were killed,
On which, the reft with the Sepoys took flight j and the Englifh 
making a circuit of feveral miles to avoid the enemy’s- camp, arrived 
hffie at the city.

1 No t with -
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Notwithftanding thefe reinforcements, the Englifh battalion at Iritcna- 17 5 1 • 
nopoly did not exceed 6oo men j whereas the French had 900, and 
the troops of Chunda-faheb outnumbered the Nabob’s ten to one.
The ftrengtb of the city indeed rendered the reduction of it very 

>  difficult; but the Nabob’s army, at the fame time that they were inca­
pable of retrieving his affairs, exhaufted his treasures, and his revenues 
were daily cut off by the enemy taking poffeflion of the countries which 
furnifhed them.

Captain Clive, on his return from Trkchanopoly in the beginning of 
Auguft, represented this fituation of affairs to the prefidency, andpropofed, 
as the only reiburce, to attack the pcliefiions of Chunda-faheb in the 
territory of Areotj offering to lead the expedition himfelf, which he 
doubted not would caufe a diverfion of part of the enemy s force from 
Tritchanopoly. . Fort St. David and Madrais were wit, the one with 
100, the other with left than 50 men, in order to fupply the greatetl 

, ‘ forte that could be collected tor this enterprise. The detachment, when 
compleated, nevertbelefs, coafifted of no more than 300 Sepoys and 

■ 200 Europeans, with eight officers, fix of whom had never before been
in action, and four of thefe fix were young men in the mercantile fervice- 
of the company, who, inflamed by his example, took up the fword to 
follow him. This handful of men, with only three field pieces for 
their artillery, marched from Madrafs on the 26th of Auguft, and on 
the 29th arrived at Conjevararn, a corffiderable town with a large pa­
goda, lying about 40 miles inland, where they received intelligence 
that the fort of Arcot was gamfoned by no© men; on which captain 
Clive wrote to Madrafs, definng that two 18 pounders might be font after 
him without delay. On the 31ft he halted within 10 miles of Arcot, 
where the. enemy’s fpies reported, that they had difeovered the Englifh 
marching with tmconcefn through a violent ftorm of thunder, lightning, 
and rain j and this .circumftance, from their notions of omens, gave the 
garrifon fo high an opinion of the fortitude of the approaching enemy,. 
fh,T they inftantly abandoned the fort, and a few hours after the Englifh 
entered the c ; v, videh had no walls or defences; and marching through.
100,003 fpefi'.,tors, who gazed on them with admiration and refoeif, 
took pofcihoa of the fort, in which they found a large quantity of lead

and.
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17If* and gun-powder,, with.. 8 pieces, of cannon from 4 to-8 pounders. The 
W"V’“*J merchants had, for fecurity, depofited in the fort effects to the value of 

50,000 pounds, but facie were punctually reftored to the owners; and 
this judicious abftemioufbefs conciliated many of the principal inhabitants 
to the Englifb intereft. The' fort was inhabited by 3 or 4000 perfons, 
who, at their own requeft, were permitted to remain in their dwellings.

Captain Clive made it his firft care to collet fuch proviIrons and' ma­
terials as might enable him to fuftain a liege .; and forefeeing that the 
enemy would loon recover from their fright, and return into the town, 
if  he confined himfelf to the fort, determined to go in queft of them : 
and on the 4th of September marched out with the great.:1!  part of his 
men apt! four field.pieces: in the afternoon he difcovered the 'fugitive 
garrison, confillipg of 600 horfe and 500 foot, drawn up near Tirnarv, 
a fort fituated 6 miles fouth-wcft of the city, They had a field piece, 
managed by two or three Europeans, from which they fired at a great 

, diStance, and killed a camel and wounded a Sepoy : but as foon as they 
law the Englifb within mulket fhot, retreated to the hills in their rear; 
upon which the Englifb returned to the fort.

The troops marched out again on the 6th, and found the enemy 
drawn up within gum (hot of Timary, in a grove, ihclofed with a bank 
and a ditch ; about 50 yards in front of which was a large tank, fur- 
rounded like wife with a bank much higher than that of the grove ,5 but by 
age and negledt the tank itfelf was almoft choaked up and dry. Their 
number now appeared to be 2000, arid they had two field pieces, which 
fired fmartly as the Englifb advanced, and killed jjrrfic European? j on 
which accident the line advanced more brilkly towards the enemy, who 
frightened by the vivacity of their approach, did not think themfelves. 
fafe in the grove, but hurried with precipitation i -0 the tank, and be- M E
gan to. fire from the banks, expofing fo little of their bodies that the. ffi? j
Englifb fice did no execution amongft .them, whilft theirs wounded 
fcveral of the Europeans and Sepoys. The troops were therefore ordered 
tp move behind feme neighbouring buildings, from which enfign Glafs. 
was foon after detached with a platoon of 40 men,. to. attack one fide 
of the tank, whilft another, under the command of lieutenant Bulkley, 
pufbed to attack the enemy in front. Both gained the banks, and gave

their

/^>— < V \  ' .' . '\ >->-

' ■ }



/ / / W w i f ^ 1 t*  ̂ : ' Vr/** 1 . p

V | i ® V  Book II!. H i s t o r v  o f r  h -e C a r n a t i c . i s S H j
| B m  . . .  5

their lire at the fame inftant, amongft numbers crowded together in the i%$i*
tank; which immediately pat them to flight. The troops then took '— ■— '" 
pofieffion of the village under the wails of the fort, and fummoned 
the governor. Meflages palled, during which bis foies difeovered that 

■ the Englidi had no battering cannon, which intelligence determined 
him not to fur render. Several fhell® were therefore thrown into the fort 
from a cohorn mortar, which proving inefte&ual, the troops marched 
hack to Arcpt,, and- the enemy’s cavalry hovered round them as they re­
treated, but kept out of the reach of their fire.

The garrifon remained in the fort to days, diligently employed in 
many necefiary works; and the enemy, now augmented to 3000 men, 
imputing this intemnflion bf their follies tp fear, encamped, within three 
miles of the town, giving out that they intended to .befiege the fort.
Captain Clive det rimmed to take advantage of their fecurity; and on 
the ,14th .of September marched out, two hours after midnight, with 
the., greateft part of his garrifon, and entering their camp by furprjze, 
found them, as he expea cd, afleep. The troops beat up the camp 
from one end to the other, firing continually on numbers taking flight 
on all hides with fbrieks and confufson: the terror was fo great that very 
lew made ufe of their arms, and even tbefc few, after a Angle difeharge 
made at random, mingled with the red of the fugitives; and when the 
day broke, none of them remained in fight. This fucccfs was obtained 
without the 3ofs of a man.

The two 18 pounders, which had been demanded from Madrafs, with 
lome military ftores, were at this time on the road, but efcorted only by 
a few Sepoys; and the enemy hoping to intercept them, .tent a large de­
tachment, which took pofieffion of the great pagoda of Conjevaram;
30 Europe ms and 50 Sepoys, with a field piece, were lent from the fort 
to diflodge them,, and on their arrival found the pagoda abandoned; the 
enemy having retreated to a fort in the neighbourhood, where they were 
continually reinforced from the main body. Much depending on the fafe 
airiva! of the convoy, captain Clive, referring only 30 Europeans and 50 
Sepoys for the guard of the fort, font ail the reft to jftrengthen the de­
tachment which efcorted it. On this the enemy changed their defign, and 
returned haftiiy to the city, in expectation that an ul3r.uk made on the fort

. B b during
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"Yy.yi. duriiig,tke abfenee of fo great a part of the garrifftn, would encourage the 
-V— ' inhabitants to rife 5 and in this' confidence, their whole force, horte and 

foot, advanced as icon as it was dark, and furrounded the fort. Then- 
mu Iketry, from the adjacent houfes, kept a continual'fire upon the 
ramparts; and this attack producing no effect, a large body of horfe 
and foot advanced promiicuoufly to the principal gate, endeavouring 
by outcries, and the noife of their military nuific, to confound the at­
tention of'the garrifon, from whom they fuftained fever?.! difcharges of 
mufketry. without quitting their ground. At laft fome grenades were 
thrown amortgft them, the explolion of which frightening the horfes, 
flung their cavalry into finch confufion that they galloped away, trampling 
over the foot: but within an hour they recovered their fpirits, and made 
fucli another attack at the other gate, where they were received and beat 
off as at the ft> id. Their infantry continued their fire until day-break, 
when the Engliih detachments, with the convoy, entered the town, upon 
which they abandoned it with precipitation. The inhabitants in the fort,
Satisfied with the treatment they had received from the garrifon, be­
trayed no fymptoms of in fur region during the attack,

T h e accpifttlo'h of the fort of Arcot food produced the effedl which 
iiad been expedbed J;p'm it. Chunda-faheb detached 4000 of his troops, 
horfe and foot, from Tritchariopoly, who in their rout were joined by 
his ibn Raja-faheb, with 150 Europeans from Pondicherry, and toge­
ther with the troops already collefted in the neighbourhood of Arcot, 
entered the city on the 2 3 d  of September, and Raja-faheb fixed his  ̂
head-quarters In the palace; of the Nabob,

Captain Clive .finding himfelf on the point of being clofely befieged, 
determined to make one vigorous effort: to drive the enemy out of the 
town, which, if it did not fuceeed, might at lead: product the good 
effect of iropfeffing th m with an opinion of the courage of his men.
On the 24th at noon, the greaieft part o f the garrifon, with the four 
field pieces, fid lied out cf the north-weft gate: this faced a ftreet, which, 
after continuing about feventy yards in a diredt line to the noitn, 
turned off to the eaft, and formed another ftreet-, at the end of which 
on the left hand was fituated the Nabob’s palace. This fronted Another 
ffreer, which {hiking to the lbutb, continued on the eaftern fide of the

2 * fort.
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fort. The fquare interval between thefe three ftreets and the northern wall  ̂ 1751.  
of the fort was filled with buildings and inclofures. Captain Clive intending 
to place, the enemy between two fires, ordered a platoon under the com­
mand of enfign Giafs to march up the ftreet on the eaftem fide of the fort, 
which led up to the palace, and advanced himfelf with the main body along 
the ftreet leading from the north-weft gate.. The French troops, with four 
field pieces, were drawn up at the end of the crofs ftreet in front of the 
palace. Captain Clive’s party no fooner came in tight of them than a 
hot cannonade enfaed in the crofs ftreet, at the diftancc of only 30 yards.
The French in a few minutes were driven from their guns, and ran 
into the palace j but by this time, the troops, of Puya-laheb had taken pof- 
feffion of all the houfes in the street; and fee are under this cover, kept up 

* a continual fire from their muiketry with fuch good aim,that 14 men, who
puftred to bring away the French guns, were all either killed or wounded.
There was on one fide o f the ftreet 3 large Choultry: thefe. are buildings 
intended for the reception of travellers, covered and inclofed on three tides 
with walls, but open in front, where, inftead of a wall, the roof is fupported 
by pillars. • Captain Clive,, to. preferve his men, relinquiftied the inten­
tion of bringing off the enemy’s cannon,, and ordered them to enter 
the Choultry; from hence the artillery men ftepping out and retreating 
into it immediately after they had performed the fences allotted to each 
©f them, continued to load and fire their field pieces until they had re­
coiled into the north ftreet. The troops then quoting -the Choultry, 
joined their guns and proceeded to the fort without meeting any farther 
nnoleftation. Enfign Glafs’s platoon returned at the fame time: thefe had 
encountered and put to flight 3 qr 400 of the enemy’s Sepoys, whom 
they found ported n  an advanced guard in an inelolure adjoining to the 
ftreet through which they intended to pafs to the palace ; where, by this 
interruption, they were prevented from arriving in time to render the fer- 
vice expected from diem. The garrifon luffered this day the lofs of 15 
Europeans, who were either, killed on the fpot, or died afterwards of 
their wounds; amongft them was lieutenant Trenwith, who perceiving 
a -Sepoy from a • window taking aim at captai:.; Clive, pulled him on 
one fide, upon which the Sepoy, changing his aim, foot lieutenant 
Trenwith through the body. Lieutenant lieveh the only artillery officer,

B b 2 with



1751. with 16 oilier men, was likcwife clifabkd. This Tally would be 
v— v— 1 con(!cmnesi by tiie iUjes of war eftabJiihed in Europe, for they for­

bid the befeged to run fuch a rifque, unlefs they are allured of greatly
outnumbering the party they attack ; but it is not reafonabie to ftrain the 
rules calculated for one fyftcm, to the feryice o f another differing fo
widely from it, as the modes of war in Indottan differ from thofe
in Europe. i

The next day Raja-faheb was joined by 2000 men from Veloor, 
commanded by Mortiz-aOy in perfon; and took pofieffion of all the 
avenues leading to the fort, which teemed little capable of Atftain- 
ing the impending fiege. Its extent was more than a mile in cir­
cumference, The walls were in many places ruinous ; the rampart-too 
narrow to admit the firing of artillery; the parapet low and ilightly 
built 3 feveral of the towers were decayed, and none of them capable 
of receiving more than one piece of canon; the ditch was in moft 
places fordable, in others dry; and in feme choaked up; there was 
between the foot of the walls- and the ditch a ..{pace about 10 feet 
broad, intended for a fauffebray, but this had no parapet at the fcarp 
of the dkca.f* The fort had two gates, one to the north-wed, the other 
to the eaft; both of which were large piles of mafonry projecting 40 
feet beyond the walls, and the paffage from thefe gates was, inftead 
o f a draw-bridge, a large catifeway eroding the ditch. The garrifon 
had from their arrival employed themlelves indefatigably to remove and 
repair as many cf. thetc inconveniences and defcdts as the fmallnefs of 
their numbers could attend to. They had endeavoured to burn down 
ieveral of the neared bou&v but without fuccefs; for thefe having no 
wood-work in their conftrudion, excepting the beams which fupported the 
ceding, refitted the blaze: of thefe houfes the enemy’s infantry took pof- 
feificn, and began to fire upon the ramparts, and wounded feveral of the 
garrifon before night, when they retired. At midnight, enfign Glafs 
was lent with 10 men, and dome barrels of gun-powder, to: blow up 
two of the houfes which molt annoyed the fort. This party were let 
down by ropes over the walls, and entering the houfes without being 
difeovered, made the exolofion, but with fo little fkill that it did not 
produce the intended effect: at their return the rope, by which enfign

‘ Glafs
k t.\# p

I f f  | ( . (st
'The W ar  of C o s o m a n d e u  Book III. ^ 1  J



i w i  ^ l
Xx% r^ j^ // Book III. H i s t o r y  of t h e  C a r n a t i c . tSg '

Glafs was getting into the fort, broke, and he was by the fall ren- 1751. 
dered incapable of farther duty; fo that, at the beginning of the fiege, 
th.e garrifon was deprived of the iervice of four of the eight officers who 
fet out on the expedition , for one was killed, two wounded, and another 

• . returned to Madrafs* and the troops fit for duty were dipiirdfhed to 120 
Europeans and 200 Sepoys: theft were befieged by 150 Europeans,
2000 Sepoys, 3000 cavalry, and 5000 Feans.

The ftorfc of prbvifion i t the fort was only fufficient to fupply the garri­
fon fixty days, which rendered it neceflary to fend away all the inhabitants, 
excepting a few artificers, and the enemy permitted them to pafs through 
their guards'without mdeflation: arnongff • thofe who remained was a 
mafon, who had for many years been employed in the fort; he gave 
information that there was an aqueduct under ground, known to very 
few, but which , if dtfeovered by the enemy, would enable them to drain 
.tireonly rdervoir o f water in the fort: the than was rewarded for this 
feafonable intelligence, and e ti ployed to prevent the m’.fchief, by choak- 
ing up a part of the aquedudt within the walls. For 14 days, the enemy, 
not yet furnifhed with battering cannon, carried on the fiege' by firing 
from the houfes with mufketry, and a bombardment from four.mortars.
The bombardment did little damage, and to avoid the effedt of the muf­
ketry, none of the garrifon Were fullered to appear on the ramparts, ex­
cepting the few immediately neceflary to prevent a furprizc; but notwith- 
ftanding this precaution, feveral were killed, and more wounded: for the 
enemy, fecure in the houfes, and firing from reffing.pl.ices, took fuch 
excellent aim, that they often hit a man when nothing but his head ap­
peared above the parapet j and in this manner three ft ; -ants were killed, 
who at different times fimgiy accompanied captain ('five iff vifiting the 
works. Mortiz-ally, a few days after his arrival, pretended to he dif- 
fatisikd with Raja-faheb, and removed his troops to a different part of 
the city, from whence he lent a meftenger, inviting the garrifon to make 
a fatly off the quarters ot Rajah-ftheb, in which He offered to affift them 
with bis whole force. Captain Clive miffrufted'his profellions, hut con- 
fidering the advantage of keeping fuch a number of the enemy’a troops 
ina&ive, pretended to approve of the propofal, and carried on for feveral

2 ■ . days
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7 7 5 1 . days a correspondence* until Moitte-ally, fiifpetfing his theme was de- 
’ " ' tcdal, rejoined the army.

On the 24th of Odober, the French troops received from Pondi­
cherry two 18 pounders, and feven pieces cffmaller calibre, and imme­
diately opened ■ $,*. battery to the nv-h-weft, which was fo well ferved, 
that their very fil’d (hot difniounted one of. the 18 pounders in the‘fort, 
and the next entirely difabled it. The garrifon mounted the other 
18 pounder ; and this, after a few(hot, was likewife difmottnted: after , 1 
which it was employed only in fuch parts of the fort, where it was 
not ex-poled to'the enemy’s.artillery. The three field pieces were like- 
wife cautioufly referred to lepulic the enemy when they fhouid florin’;
£> that their battery firing without much • oppofition, in fix days beat 
down all the wall lying between two towers, and made a practicable breach 
of fifty feet. In the mean time the garrifon were employee, in making 
works to defend‘i t : a trench was dug juft under the rampart, and be­
hind that at feme difiance another; both of which were fcatterod with 
crows feet, and, behind them the Wall of a houfe was pulled down to the 
heighth of a breaft-work j from whence a row of paiiifadoes was carried 
along on each end of both trenches, and continued ap the rampart to 
the parapet. A field piece was planted on one of the toweis which , 
flanked the breach without, and two final! pieces of cannon on the flat 
roof, o f a houfe within the fort, opposite to the entrance. Tn thefe em­
ployments. as indeed ih all others, the officers contributed their labour 
equally with the common men ; and the enemy, informed of thefe pre­
parations to defend the breach, did not think it M e to attack it before 
they had made another: they had by this time: burfi : one of their 
j8 pounders, and removed the other, with one nine pounder, to a bat­
tery which they eroded to the fouth-weft.

The garrifon intending to .convince. Kaja-faheb that they were in a 
condition to execute even labours not indifpenfibJy neceffary, thickened 
the highefi tower of the ramparts, and then railed on the top of it a 
mound of earth to fuch a heigh th as commanded the palace over the 
interjacent houfes. On the top of this mound they hoified a vaft piece 
of cannon, fent, according to the tradition of the tort, from Delhi,

„ by
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by Aureng-zebe, and (aid to have -been drawn by ico c  yoke of oxen. t *7$ŝ  
There were feveral iron basis belonging to it, each weighing 72 pounds.
The cannon was laid on the mound, and loaded with 30 pounds of 
powder, which was fired by a train carried to a ccofiderable did a nee on 
the ground. The (hot went through the palace, to the nc> small terror 
o f Rajah-faheb- and his principal on leers; and as this was the only efket 
intended, the cannon was fired only once in the day, at the time when 
the officers aftembled at the head-quarters: on the fourth day it burft.

The enemy, as if they intended to retaliate this affront, filled up a 
large houle, which commanded the eaftern gate, with earth well ramm'd 
down, and upon this bait raifed a fijuare mound of earth to fuch a 
heighth as commanded not only the gate, but likewifs every part within 
the fort: from hence they intended to fire on the rampart with mu flee try 
and two ftnall pieces of cannon. They were ftjffered to go on w ith their 
work until they had compleated it and mounted the cannon, when the 
garrifon began to fire from the refitrved 1 B pounder, and in lefs than an 
hour the mound gave way and tumbled at once with 50. men llationed 
on i t ; fbnteof whom were killed, and many Jifabled-

Notwitbftanding the numbers of the enemy’s guards which furrounded 
the fort, the garrifon, by means o f able fpies, Carried on a conftant 
cot refpondcnce with Madrafs and fort St. David, where the company’s 
agents were very follicstous to relieve them, and having received feme re­
cruits from Europe, formed a party of too Europeans, who, with zoo 
Sepoys, fee out from Madrafs under the command of lieutenant Innis.
Before they had advanced 30 miles in their way to Arcot, they were fur- 
rounded in the town ofTrivatore by 2000 of, Raja-fahebh troops de­
tached with 20 Europeans and two field pieces from the city. The Eng - » 
liih party having no cannon, were (o feverely annoyed by the enemy’s, 
that lieutenant Iqnis*. as the only refource, made a puffi with all his Eu­
ropeans to drive them from their guns. The attempt fucceeded, but 
not without a, flrarp conteft, in which 20. of the Engiifh and two of 
their officers were killed, and a greater number Wounded. This lo(s de­
terred the reft from continuing their march, and they retreated to Pono- 
maley, a fort built by the Moots, and at this time belonging to the com­
pany, 15 miles weft of Madrafs.
- Oias
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1751. Oa the 24th of Octohcr the enemy opened their battery to the fouth- 
* weft ; the part of the wall againft which they directed their fire was .in a

very ruinous condition, but it had the advantage of being much Ids ex- 
poled than ary other to the fire from the houfes. The garrifon therefore 
kept up a coriflant fire of mufketry againft the battery, and ft v end times 
drove the>ne®y out of it, but the breach notwithftanding increafed 
every day..: ; - . . "

The retreat of lieutenant Inn is left the garrifon little hopes of 
luccour front the lettkments; but at this time their ipirits were railed 
by the hopes of ether relburces. A  body of  6000 Morattoes, un­
der the command of Moran-row, had Iain for feme time encamped 
ft. the foot of the vvdlern mountains, about 30-miles from Arcot: they 
had been hired to alii ft Mahomed -ally by the king of Mviare; but the 
retreat of the Englith, and the Nabob’s troops, to Tritchanopoly, had 
been represented in the neighbouring countries fo much to their prejudice, 
that the Nabob’s a fairs were thought to be defperate, and his allies 
were fufpecled of having little Intention to iupport him; and from this per- 
fitafion the Morattoes remained inadlive. Captain dive had found means 
to fend a meflenger to inform them of his iituation, and to requeft their 
approach to his relief; the mefTenger returning fafoiy to the fort, brought 
a letter from Morari-row, in which he laid that he would not delay a 
moment to lend a detachment of his troops to the affiftance o f finch brave 
men as the defenders of Arcot, whofe behaviour had now ftrfi convinced 
him that the English could fight.

Raja-faheb receiving intelligence of their intentions, lent a flag of truce 
on the' 30th of October, with propofals for the furrender. o f the fort.

" He offered honourable terms to the garrifon, and a large fum of money 
to captain Clive; ahd if  his offers were, not accepted, tie threatened to 
ftorai the fort immediately, and put every man to the ftvord,

Captain Clive, in his anfwer, reproached the badnefs of  Chunda- 
laheb’s caufe, treated Raja-faheb’s offers of money with contempt ; and 
faid, Wat he had too good an opinion oi his prudence to believe that 
he would attempt to ftorrn, until he had got better foidiers than the 
rabble or which his army was compofed. As foon as the meffenger 
was difpatched, the flag of truce was pulled down; but live enemy not

under-
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underftandfog the rales of European war, numbers of them remaned 1 7 ^  
near the ditch parleying with the Sepoys, and perfuading them to defert. ‘
The croud was feveral times warned to retire, but continuing to dis­
regard the injundion, were difperfed by a volley of fmall arms, Whicli 

1  .killed feveral of them.
Lieutenant Inuis’s party, reinforced to the number of 150 Europeans, 

and with four field pieces, was now advancing under the command of 
Capt, Kilpatrick.; and on the 9th of November a detachment of Morat- 
toes arrived in the neighbourhood, and intercepted :ome tunmun don go- 

' S  ing to the enemy. They iikewifc attempted to enter the town ; but 
finding every ftreet at.d avenue barricaded, they contented them hives 
with plundering; and fettihg fire to feme houfes in the Hurts of it, after 

which they retreated.
. ’ |  By this time the enemy had, from their battery to the fouth-weft, 

made a breach much larger than that to the north-weft, for it extended 
ft near 30 yards; but the ditch before it was full of water, and not fordable; 

and the garrifon hadtoounter worked this breach with the fame kinds of
defences as the other. •

Ilaja-faheb, exafpcrated by the anfwer lie had received to his fum- 
Ji- mens, an cf alarmed by the approach' of the Morattdes, air.;, the c„tacn- 

ment from Madrafs, determined to ftorm the fort. In the evening a 
fpy brought intelligence of this to the garrifon, and at midnight another 
came with a particular- account of all the enemy’s difpofitions, and o f the 
hour of attack, which was to begin at the dawn of day by the fig; cl of 

f w '  three bombs. Captain Clive, aimoft exhaufted with fatigue, laid down 
1  to deep, ordering himfetf to be awakened at'die firft alarm.

It was the 14th of November, and the feftival which com me- 
morates the murder of the brothers Ilalieiu and jalkin happj|tiea to fail 
out at this time. This is celebrated by the Mabomedansof Indoftan 
with a kind of religious madneis, feme ad in g. and others bewailing 
the cataftrophe ©f their faints with fo much energy, that feveraltkeof toe 
exceftes they commit: they are likewife perfuaded, that .who­
ever falls •‘■ rtf .battle, againft unbelievers, during any of the days et ,
this ceremony, (hall infoimly be tranflatbd into the higher para.fife, 
without flopping at-any ofthefthtermedute purgatories. To the erithtm

C  c fiafm
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175?.' Tiafm of fuperftitipn was added the more certain efficacy of inebriation ; 
for mof| 0f the troops, as is cnftomary during the agitations of this fefti- 
val, had eaten plentifully of bang, a plant which either ftupifies, or 
excites the rnoft defperate excefies of rage. Thus prepared, as foon as 
the morning broke, the army of Raja-faheb advanced to the attack.
Eeftdcs a multitude that came with ladders to every part qf the walls 
that were acceffible, there appeared four principal divifions. Two of 
the/e divifions advanced to the two gates, and the other two were allotted 
to the breaches.

Captain Clive, awakened by the alarm, found his garrifon at their 
poft*, according to the difpofxtions he bad made. The parties who 
attacked the gates drove before them Several elephants, who, with large 
plates of iron fixed to their foreheads, were intended to break them 
down; but the elephants, wounded by the muficetry, foon turned, and 
trampled on diofc who efcorted them. The ditch before the bleach to 
the north-weft was fordable; and as many as the breach would admit, 
mounted if with a mad kind of intrepidity, whilft numbers came and 
fat down with great coropofure m the fauile-brayc under the tower where 
the field piece was planted, and waited there to relieve thofe who were 
employed in the. attack: thefe pafild the breach, and feme of them 
even got over the firft trench before the defenders gave fire; it fell 
heavily, and every lliot did execution; and a number of muikets were 
loaded in readinefs, which thofe behind delivered to the firft rank as faft 
as they could difeharge them-. The two pieces of cannon from the top 
of the houfe fired likewife on the aflaiknts, who in a few minutes 
abandoned the attack, when another body, end then another fuse ceded, 
who were driven off in the fame manner: in the mean time bombs,, 
with short hikes, which had been prepared and lodged on the ad­
jacent rampart, were thrown into the fiufl -̂bjraye, and by their explofion 
drove the crowd, who nad feated themfelves there, back again over the 
ditch. At the breach to the fouth-weft the enemy brought a raft, and 
feventy men embarked,on it to crofs the ditch, which was flanked 
by two field pieces, one in each tower: the raft had almoft gained 
the fauffe-braye, when captain Clive obferving that the gunners fired 
with bad aim, took the management of one of the field pieces himfelf,

and
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and in three or four difcharges flung them into fueh confufion that they 17 jj r, 
overfet the raft, and tumbled into the ditch; where feme of them ’were v“’-v—-J• 
drowned, and the reft, intent only on their own preservation, fwam back 
and left the raft behind.

In theie different attacks the enemy continued the ftorm for an hour, 
when they relinquished all their attempts of annoyance at once, and 
employed themfelves earneftly in carrying off their dead Amongft thc-fc 
was the commander of their Sepoys, who fell in the fauiTe-braye of 
the northern breach: he had diftinguifhed himfelf with great bravery 
in the attack, and was fo much beloved by his troops, that one of 

i h them crofted the ditch and carried off his body, expofing himfelf 
during the attempt to the fire of 40 mufkets, from which he had the 
good fortune to efcape. It foerned as if the enemy expefted that the 
gajrifon would permit them to fulfil this duty to their friends ■, but 
finding that they fuffired severely in attempting it, they at laft retreated 
and difapptared. Their lofs during the ftorm was computed to be not 
lefts than 400 men killed and wounded, of which very few were Eu~ 

if  ropeans, for moft of the French troops were obferved drawn up and 
looking on at a diftance. O f the defenders, only four. Europeans were 
killed and two Sepoys wounded. Many of the garrifon being difabled by 
ficknefs or wounds, the number which repuifted the ftorm was no more 
than 80 Europeans, officers included, and 120 Sepoys; and theie, be- 
fides fcrving. five pieces of cannon, expended 12000 mufket cartridges 
during the attack.

Tw o hours after the enemy renewed their fire upon the fort, both 
with their cannon and with mulketrv from the boufes: at two in the 
afternoon they demanded leave to bury their dead, which was granted, 
and a truce allowed until four: th y  then recommenced and continued 
their fire fmartly till two in the morning, when on a fudden it crafted 
totally; and ac day-break, intelligence was brought that the whole 
army had abandoned the town with precipitation. On receiving 
this joyful news, the garrifon immediately marched into the en rny’s 
-quarters, where they found four pieces of artillery, four mortars, and a 
large quantity o f ammunition, which they brought in triumph into, the 
fork During the time that the garrifon were font up in the fort, 45

C c 2 , Eu-
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1751. Europeans and 30 Sepoys were killed, and a greater number of both 
WGUriC]C(j} moq 0f  whora frittered by die enemy’s mu fee try from the 
houfes. , % > i >

Thus ended this fiege, maintained 50 days,, under every disadvantage 
of ficuation and force, by a handful of men in their freft campaign, with 
a fpirit worthy of the moft veteran troops j and conduced by their young 
commander with indefatigable adivity, unihaken conftancy, and un­
daunted courage: and notwkhftanding he had at this time neither read 
books, or converfed with men capable of giving him much inihudtion 
in the military art j all the rcfourees which he employed in the defence 
o f Arcot, were fuch as are dictated by the bed matters in the lcience 
of war,.

In the evening the detachment with captain Killpatrick entered the 
town, which the army of RajaTkheb no (boner quitted than al! the I, 
troops, fent to his affi fiance by different chiefs, returned to their homes,, 
and there remained w ith him only thole width had been detached by his. 
lather from Tritebanopoly. With thefe and the French he retired to Ve­
lour, and pitching his camp dofe to the caftan fide of the town, fortified 
it with flrong entrenchments. Captain Clive leaving captain K ill— 
patrick with a g.ucifon in the fort, took the field on the Ihfe of No­
vember, with 200 Europeans, 700 Sepoys, and three field pieces, 
and marched to Tim  ary, which the governor now furrendered on the. 
firft fummons: a fmali garrifoa was left in this place, and the army re­
turned and encamped near the weftern fide of the city, waiting to be 
joined by the Mbrattoes. Of thefe, 5000 horfe, with Moran-row at their 
head, had proceeded to the foutaward, and 1000 under the command of 
Bafin-rowiia nephew of Moiari-row.., remained to affift captain Clive>  
but, in (lead of joining him immediately, they -employed - themfelv.es 
feme days in plundering the country. As they lay encamped with great 
negligence within a (hort march of Veloor, the French troops with Ra- 
ja-Cheb attacked them with fuccefs id the night, killed 40 or 5© of their 
horfes, and plundered their camp. After this defeat they came to the 
Englifh camp, and entreated captain Clive to march to the place where 
they had (uttered, in hopes of recovering their lofs. Their requeft was 
complied with to keep them in temper; but nothing was recovered, for the 

.#• ’ 5; , enemy
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<memy had carried off and fecured the booty. At this time mtdagence 175 7. 
was received that a party o f Europeans from Pondicherry were up- '- "v ’w i 
preaching towards Arnie, a Jftrong fort fuuatcd about 20 miles to the 
fouth of Arcot; on which captain Ciive requeftcd Bafin-row to ac­
company him with his troops to intercept them before they fhould join 
Kaja-faheb. The Mcrattoe feeing no probability of acquiring plunder, 
refufed his affiltauee, and the Englifh marched without him ; but hear­
ing that the French party had retreated to Chittapet, returned tc their 
Hation near Arcot. Two or three days after, Rru-laheb quitted his 
encampment near Veloor, and in the night made a forced march to 
Arnie, where he was joined by the party from Chittapet. The Morat- 
toes Hill continued unwilling to accompany the Englith in quell of the 
enemy: but, hearing from their fptes that the enemy’s reinforcement 
had brought a large fum of money for Raja-faheb, Balia-row expreffed 

'& -as much eagernefs to march againft him as he had hitherto ihewu 
resistance. The troops immediately moved | but the Morattoe was 
not able to aficmble more than 600 of his horfemen, the reft being 
employed m their, ufual excurfions. The next afternoon, by a forced 
march of 20 miles, the army came in light of the enemy,, juft as they 
were preparing to crofs the river which runs to the north of Arnie. The 
enemy, encouraged- by the fuperiority o f their force, which con-filled of 
300 Europeans, 2000 horfe, ami 2500 Sepoys, with four field pieces, im­
mediately formed, and returned to meet them. Captain Clive halted to-' 
receive them in an advantageous poft: the Morattoes were ftationed in a- 
grove of palm trees to the left; the Sepoys in a village to the right; and 
the Europeans, wi.h the field pieces, in the center, in an open ground, 
which extended about three hundred yards between the grove and the vil­
lage; in the front were rice fields, which at this time of the year were very 
fwarnpy, and the approach of the enemy’s cannon would have been irn~ 
practicable, had there not been a caufcway leading to the village on the 
right. The French troops, with about 1500 Sepoys, and their artillery, 
marched along the caufcway; and the horfe, amongft which the rift of 
the Sepoys were interfperfed, moved in a feparate body to the left, and 
attacked die Morattoes in the grove fame time before the, ojher wing 
was engaged any other way than by cannonading at a difhmce. The

Moruuoas-
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Morattoes fought in a manner peculiar to themfelves: their cavalry ‘ , 
V - v —̂  were armed with lab res, and every horfeman was clofely accompanied 

by a man on foot, armed with a fword and a large club, and fome in*
Head of a dub can ied a fhort ftrong fpcar : if a horfe was killed and the 
rider recuaine.i unhurt, lie immediately began to a<ft on foot; anti it the 
rider fell, and the horfe efcaped, he was immediately mounted, and ,g
preffed on again to the charge by the firft foot-man who could foize him. A
Notwithstanding the difference of numbers, and the advantage of the 
enemy's difpofition, they behaved with great Ipirit, ant. made five fuo- 
ceffive charges, in every one of which they were re pulled by the fite of 
the enemy’s Sepoys, Irt the mean time the other wing advanced towards 
the village, and found their line of march along the caufeway fo much 
galled and enfiladed by the Englifh field pieces, that all but the artillery- 
.men, with the cannon and two or three platoons to fopport them, quitted 
the caufeway and formed in the rice fields an extenfive front, which 
reached aim oft to the grove, where their cavalry was engaged, who ima­
gined that this motion was made to reinforce them. Updn this change , 
in their difpofition, two field pieces were font to fupport tire Morattoes, 
and the Sepoys, with two platoons of Europeans, weie orueied to fully 
from the viijagf and attack the enemy’s artillej'y. rhis unexpected mo­
tion terrified thofe who remained to defend the cannon fo much, that 
they immediately began to draw them off and retreat. Fhcl; example 
was followed by the Sepoys in the rice fields, and the retreat of thefe im­
mediately difpirited the horfe and foot fighting at the grove, who had fm- 
fered from the two field pieces; and this whole wing gave way and retreat- 
ediikewife, purfued by the Morattoes. Capt. Cli ve, with his infantry and 
field pieces, advanced along the caufeway in purfutt of the enemy, who 

• made a Hand at three different choultreys in their rout, but. were beat 
out of each of them; when night corning on, the pur ft it ccafed.
About 50 of the French, and r5o of the enemy’s cavalry and Sepoys, 
were either killed or wounded in the action. *1 he Eoghih loft do Eu­
ropean, and only eight Sepoys3 but of the Morattoes about fifty were 
cither killed or ditkbled. •

The enemy continuing their retreat, crofted the river, and entered the 
■ town of Arnfo: which at midnight they quitted in great diforucr, in-

5 1 tending
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tending to make the be ft of their way toGingeej and the next morning 1751. 
the ErgHfli entered the town, in which they found many tents, and a 
large quantity of baggage. The Morattocs fet out in purfuit of the: 
enemy, and, before night, returned with 4.00 hoffes, and Raja- 
faheb’s military cheft, in which they found 100,000 rupees. A  
great number of the enemy’s Sepoys came and offered their fer- 
vice to captain Clive, who -inlifted as many as brought good arms j 
o f whom the number amounted to 600. Receiving intelligence from 
them, that Raja-faheb had depoMied fome valuable effects in the fort of 
Arnie, he fummoned the governor to deliver them up, together with his- 
fort 5 who, after fome altercations, lent out an elephant'and r5 horfes; 
with a great quantity of baggage, and agreed to take the oath of fealty, 
to Mahomed-ally, but refufed to furrender his fort; which the 
army,, having no battering cannon, was not in a condition to- 
attack.

The French, during the siege of Arcor, had again taken pojfeffioiv 
of the great pagoda of Conjevaram, and placed in it a garrifon of 
30 Europeans and 30c Sepoys, who from hence interrupted the com­
munication between Arcot and Madrafs, and had furprized a party, 
of difabldd men, returning from the fiege. Amongft thele were the 
officers Revel and Glafs, to whom the French gave quarter after they 
had murdered five or fix Europeans as they lay in their litters without 
arms, and incapable of'making refinance. Captain Clive determined 
to avail himfelf of the difpernon of Raja-£»heb’s forces to reduce Con­
jevaram: and two or three days after his victory, marched thither at the 
head of his own force : for Bafin-row, in.obedience to orders which lie. 
had received from his uncle,..proceeded with the Morattocs from Arnie 
to Tritchanopoly. The French officer at Conjevaram was fummoned 

; to furrender y. and none of the garrifon underftanding the English'
language, he ordered his prifoners, Revel and Glafs, to write a 
letter, and acquaint captain Clive, that he intended to expofe them 
on the walls, if the pagoda was attacked. They wrote this, but 
added, that they hoped no regard-to their fafety would induce him 
to difeontinue his operations againft the place. The army watted fome 
days for two 18 pounders, which were coming from Madrafs; and

as
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17 51., as Ibon as they arrived began fo batter m breach at the aim nee of 
u..,."v-w 200 y artjs . the enemy had no cannon, but fired very fmartiy with 

their mu ike try, which killed fevers! men at the battery, and lieutenant 
Bulkicy, recornoiteriftg the pagoda over a garden-wall in company with 
captain Clive, was foot through-the head clhfe by his fide. The- walls 
redded three days before th y began to give way, when the gartrfon, 
conscious of tluir demerits, and dreading the juft refentment oF the 
Engl it! s, abandoned die pagoda' . the night, but left behind the two 
prifoners. After ruining * he defence* of Conjevarafrt, captain Clive 
fent 2co Europeans and 500 Sepoys to Arcot, and returned in the 
middle of December with the reft to Madra-ls; from- whence he went 
to Fort St. David, to give an account, of his campaign to the pre- 

iidency.
.During thele iucccftes in the province or Aicot. C-uunda-fabcb 

beleaguered Tritchanopoly. The If tench battalion fixed their quar­
ters ct a village called Chucklcy-polla'm, on the fbuthern bank of the 
Cr-veri, about" two miles and a half from the eaftfide of the town.
The troops of Cbundr-fahefc, for the convenience of water, encamped 
likewife along the bank of the river, and to the eaftwerd ofChucklcy- 
• c dam. which pc ft feevired one of the flanks of their easily, and at the ' 
other extremity Q.t it, three miles djftant, they ra ted a red cub-., on which 
they mounted two pieces of cannon. The french, on whom ..»e ope­
rations of the fiege principally depended, font -to tncir lettletr.ent of Iva- 
rical for a train of battering artillery j and in the beginning of September 
they raifed their principal battery a little to, the fouth of the north-calt 
.angle of the and at the drib nee of 1200 yards-from the wall?.
To lave the fatigue of carrying on trenches between this poC and the 
camp, they afterwards made the battery a regular redoubt, by inclofing 
it on both flanks and in the rear wirn a parapet and a deep ditch; fltete 
they mounted-three 18 pounders, and three mortars, which Were de fend;. -:i 
by a eoufbvnt guard of 100 Europeans and 400 Sepoys. They lifcevwte 
mounted two 1-8 pounders- on- a rock, which- has ever fince obtained 
t?5e namc of A  - French* rock, and is fituated about 2coo yards diredtly 
ê ft from the fouth-eaft angle of the t o w n t h e y  dfo railed a battery of 
two- "tans-on the- ifiand of Seringham, from Which they .fired acrofs-
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the Caveri at the northern gate of the city, to interrupt the com- 175*  ̂
munication of the inhabitants with the river ; thefe guns, as well ' v ’ 
as thofs on the French rock, were at too great a dillance to make 
any impreflion on the walls. By thefe works alone they hoped to 
reduce the city; the infufficiency of them foon railed in the Englith 
battalion a contempt of their courage and military abilities, and it was 
now that they began to be afhamed of having retreated before fuch an 
enemy; and judging, as ufua), from events, to blame their commander 
for an excels of  caution in Ins retreat, of which their own panicks had 
been the principal caufe : for captain Gingen was. undoubtedly 3 man 
o f courage, and had feejn mutch fervice in Europe; but having had no 
experience againft an Indian army, fell into the error of imagining that 
the cavalry of Chunda- faheb would ad with all the vigour of which 
their number and appearance leaned capable. His prudence, if im­
proper before, became absolutely nccelfuy now, as the French had 
taken pofleflion of polls in which they could do no harm to the town, 
but from which they could not be driven without great lofs: he there­
fore determined to preferve his men, whilft the enemy fatigued their 
troops and exhaufled their ammunition to no purpofe: and in this in­
tention ’he kept the greateit part of the battalion and Sepoys encamped 
clofe to the weftern fide o f the town, where they were out of the reach 
of annoyance.

T o  lave that part o f the wall, againft which the enemy’s principal 
battery fired, a glacis was railed to fuch a height as left nothing hut the 
parapet expofed; and the grenadiers, commanded by captain Dalton, 
were polled behind this glacis ; an entrenchment was flung up between 
the French rock and the lbuth-eafb angle of, the town, in which the 
company of Cofifrees were polled, to piotedl from fur prizes the Nabob’s 
cavalry encamped to the fouth; and to pppofc the enemy’s battery in 
the ifland, two gups were mounted clofe to the fouthern bank, of the 
river. . ■ ' .

To infilade thefe, the French mounted two guns, on the fame fide of 
the river-, but werepne night driven from this poll by capnin Dalton: 
they, a few days after, furprised the Englifh entrenchment oppolite 
to the;French rock, and carried off the, captain and nine..Coffrees‘j and

D  d thefe
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1751, thefe two were the'only -enter-prizes made on. either fide during the 
month of Odober. The erieniiy’s batteries fired indeed conftantly and 
fmartly every day, and damaged foroc haufes, but made no imprefiion 
on the defences of the town; they Supplied the defenders with a great 
number of cannon-balls, all of which had the Englifh mark, being the 
lame that the flaps had fired againft Pondicherry, with as little effed: as 
they were now thrown away -agaifift Tritchinopoly.

But although little was to be feared from the efforts o f an enemy who 
feetned ignorant of the firft principles of a regular attack, yet. every­
thing was to be apprehended from the poverty to which the Nabob was 
reduced. His troops threatened to defert : the expence s of the Englifh 
battalion, which ufed to be furnifhed from his treafury, began to be 
defrayed by that of Fort St. David, and he had no reafon to believe.that 
they would continue to fupport him any longer than there was a :'|f m 
probability of extricating him out of his diffreffes; and thefe he forefaw 
would inereafe every day, unlefs he could obtain an army equal to that 
o f Chanda-faheb, vvhofe fuperibrity had hitherto deterred the Englifh 
troops from making any vigorous efforts.

The only prince in the peninfula from whole filiation, power, and 
inclination, the Nabob could expert the affiftanec which lie flood fo 
much in need of, was the king of Myfore. The territory of this In­
dian prince is bounded to the eaft by the fouthern part of the Carnatic, | 
and the kingdom of Tritchinopoly; and to the weft it extends, in fome 
part;:, within 30 miles of the fea-coaft of Malabar. His annual revenue 
is Computed at 20 millions of rupees; anc! the whole nation bore a mor­
tal hatred to Chunda-fa’m-b, -who, during the time that he governed 
Tritchinopoly, formed a defign of conquering the country, and befieged 
for ieveral months Carour, the ftrongeft of their frontier towns to the 
eastward. 1  he king of Myfore being an infant, the government was ad- 
miniftered- by his ancle, who a&ed with unlimited power: to this regent, 
called in the country, the Dalla'way of Myfore, Mahomed-ally applied 
for affifiance; and finding that the dread of Churida-faheb’s fucceffes was 
not alone a fufficient motive to induce him to take up arms, he .agreed 
to ail the terms which the Mysorean demanded, and thefe were very ex­
orbitant. The Nabob ratified the treaty by his,.oath, and the Dal-
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laway determined to affift him with efficacy. In conference of thw 7 5 1 •
negotiation, a party of feventy horfemen arrived at Fritchinopoly in the 
beginning of .Odober from Seringa patnam, the. capital of My fore.
They brought five hundred thonfand rupees: great refpeit was fhewn to 
their officer; and .the day after his arrival a lkirmifhs happened, which, 
although inconftderable, gave him a favourable: opinion ofThe Nabob’s 

■; European,|.llies, A platoon, with two or three companies of Sepoys,
were fent to cut down wood at a grove fituated about a mile and a hair 
fouth-eaft from the city. The enemy having intelligence c f  this de­
tachment, fent a large body of cavalry to cut off. their retreat: their 
march being difeovered from the rock in the city, the grenadiers, with 
feme Sepoys*, and one held piece, were lent to fuppoit the firft party, and 
the troop of Mylbreans accompanied them, Captain Dalton meeting 
the wood-carts loaded, ordered them to proceed to the town by a diftant 
road, and forming, the tw;o parties into one column, with the field piece 
in. front, marched towards the enemy, initead of returning directly to the 
city. He firft met the French dragoons, who halted on a fmall emi­
nence to reconnoitre, and waited there until they received the fire .of a 
platoon, on which they retreated to bring up the body of Chunck-faheb’s 
cavalry,"who remained at fome diftance in the rear. . Thefe came up fomc 
time after at full fpeed, flouriihing their fwords, and made a halt witnui 
point blank fhot, to draw the fire of the Englifh troops before they 
charged; but captain Dalton ordered his men to preferve it, and wait 
with fixed bayonets in clofe order. The field piece alone was fired, and 
the firft fhot difmounted three Moors, and a few more difeharges put the 
whole body to flight. They left 22 horfcs killed on the plain, and the 
Myforeans took five prifoners, together with-their hoffes; which at their 
return, a few days after, they carried in a kind of triumph to their own
country. ’ >V • #

The French continued to bombard the town without any change in 
their non'ion; and in the latter end of November the king 0! Myfbrej 
army began to-aflemble at Carour, fituated about 50 miles from Tritchi- 
nopoly, and clofe to the bank of the Colerbon ; he likewife took into 
his pay 6000 Morattoes, under the command of Moran-row, often 
mentioned in this hiftory: 1000 of them were fent to fecond the efforts
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^ r f^ t  of captain Clive in the Arcot province | and in the beginning of Decem­
ber, 500 under the command of Innh-Khaa, a brave and a&ive officer* 
came to Tikchiiiopoly. The day after their arrival, they went boldly 
to reconnoitre the plain, where none of the Nabob's difpinted cavalry 
had ever ventured to drew thcmfclvcs, and finding a final! detached 
camp of about 200 horfv, which had lain four months amnolefledac.tr 
the French rock, they rode into it (word in hand* and brought off every 
thing they found with the g reate ft eompofure, fhewing no fear at the 
ftvarms of Chunda-faheb’s cavalry, who mounted and marched towards 
them from their principal camp.

After this exploit, the Morattoes went out feveral days fuc- 
ceffively to reconnoitres and Innis-Khan having obferved that the 
French dragoon® were much more alert than any o f  Chunda-fa* 
heb's cavalry, mounting and advancing on every alarm, he former!, 
the defign of drawing them Into an arabufeadeand having 
communicated his plan to captain Gingcn, a party of Europeans, 
with, two field pieces, were detached before day, who entering a  
large and. deep water-ccurfe, which runs acrofe the plain to the 
fouth of the city, concealed themfelves in it, within 400 yards o f 
the French rock, and at the fame time lnots-Khan, with 300 horfo- 
men, marched oat from his encampment on the weft..fide of the 
town. The liirfuce of the" plain round.Tritchmopoly k very uneven, 
and full of hollow ways. The Morattoe taking a large circuit, placed 
his men in a hollow, where, when demounted, they could not be per­
ceived either from the French rack or that in the city. Every 
thing remained quiet in both camps until noon, • when 40 Morattoes*. 
mounted on the beft holies, fet out from the camp* and keeping out o f 
cannon That of the -French rock, proceeded to the eaftward of it, and- 
then galloped fword in hand diredtly to the enemy's camp, where they 

1 made no fmall hurry and conlufion, either cutting down or driving all 
the foragers- they met qu ite up to the tents. Tiiis provoking the French, 
ho dragoons faltied, and -were followed flowly by 400 ofChunda-fahebV 
cavalry. The Morattoes retreated leifurely before them, halting as they 
halted, but always keeping at the diftance of mufket-fhot from them : 
and in this manner they led the enemy as far as the French rock, when
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Mr. Pilchard, a brave officer, exalperated at the repeated defiances of 1751 
filch a handful of men, formed his troop, and leaving the IMoorifli ca- ' "
valry, fet out in purluit of them at full fpeed. They now Hew before 
the dragoons, until they had led them infallibly out of the reach of the 
French artillery on the rock, and beyond their own party in ambuicade;, 
when thefe mounting in an inftant, fallied from the hollow way, and 
charged the dragoons impetuoufly in the rear, whilft the flying party 
wheeling, attacked them with equal fury in front. The adtion was over 
in an inftant j the French had only time to dUcharge a few piftols, and 
were all cut to pieces, excepting 10, who had not been able to k e o  up 
with the reft. T  he detachment of Chunda-ftheb’s cavalry, either from 
cowardice, or fufpicion of the ftratagem, never ttirred from the rockj. 
but the officer who commanded in that poll detached 100 men to fuc- 
cout liis unfortunate friends. Lieutenant.Troller, polled in the entrench­
ment oppofite the rock,, feeing them march, and not knowing the fuc- 
cef§. of the Morattoes, immediately advanced with the company of 
Coffrees to oblige the party to return, whb finding all loft on the plain,, 
haftened back and laved the rock, which Trailer was on the point of 
carrying- The fuccefs of this ambuicade difpirited the enemy jfo much, 
that they differed their dead to lay on the plain without venturing out 
to bury them;, and when, two days after, the Englifh went to per­
form this charitable office, they found the bodies devoured by the 
jackals.

The Morattoes, on the other hand, were fo much elevated, and 
conceived fo defpicable an opinion of the enemy, that they pretled their 
allies to march out and offer them battle oprornifing, that if the Engiifh 
battalion would engage the French, they would prevent it from being 
incommoded by Chanda fuheb s cavalry, although thefe were j 2,000, 
and they themfelves only 500. The reafonable objections made 
to this hardy propofal fatlsped them, until the arrival ofBafin-row 
with his body of xqoo men from the Arcot country,, when thinking 
that, this reinforcement rendered them a full match for the enemy, they 
afpired at the glory of finifeing the war themfelves, and became more and 
more follicitous for a general engagement, in which they promifed to 

. - , charge
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