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1751. charge the French battalion on both flanks: finding that the Engliih 
1 v*—1 0jj.j tiec|;nec) t0 pUt any thing to a rifque until the arrival of the Myfore

army 3 and of a reinforcement expedited from Fort St, David; they did 
not fcraple to tell them, that they were not the fame kind of men as 
t'hofe they had feen fighting to gallantly at Arcot.

In the mean time the army of Myfore, -with' 4000 Morattoes under ,< 
Morari-row, had affembled on the frontier of Carour; and the regent, 
after many delays, at laft yielded to the prefling follicitations of the Na­
bob, and prepared to march to Tritchinopoly; when the enemy having 
intelligence of his intention, ventured to detach a ftrong party of Eu­
ropeans, cavalry and Sepoys, to the village of Kiftnavaranr, fituated 30 
miles to the weft of the .city in the high road to Myfore: they found the 
place, although fortified, without a garrifon; and as foon as they were 
in poll! (Eon of it, began to improve the defences, ipreadmg a report, 
that if the Myforeans offered to move, they would attack them, and 
afterwards pillage their country. This flopped the regent's march, and 
he wrote to the Nabob defiring that a ftrong party of Europeans might 
be lent to his affiftance without delay, as he was utterly ignorant of the 
manner in which he ought to conduct himie'f againfil white men who 
fought with mufLetry and cannon. / M; r

Lieutenant Trufler was detached on this fervice with 40 Europeans 
and 100 Sepoys; but it foon appearing that this force was infufficient, 
captain Cope proceeded with 100 more Europeans and two fmall field 
pieces, He was inftrudted to difiodge the enemy at all events, and found 
them pofted in a much ftronger fituation than he expected. The village 
was inclofcd by a mud wall, flanked by round towers, and in the 
center of it was a fort: the northern fide was clofe to the bank of 
the Coleroon, and the other tides were furrounded by a deep moral's, 
pafiable only in one part to the weft ward; to defend which, the 
French had flung up on an eminence an entrenchment at the diftance 
of gun-lhot from the village. Captain Cope encamped to the weft of 
this eminence, which'he intended to attack before day-break, but by 

#  feme niiftake the troops were not ready before the fun was rifen, by which 
time the enemy had reinforced the poft, and had lined fevera! banks
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and water-courfes leading to it with Sepoys : he neverthe’efs per lifted in 175.1. 
his intention j but the ..Horn-hope coming to a bank which flickered 
them from the enemy’s fire, c.ould not he prevailed on to advance beyond 
it, and this example was followed by the reft. Lieutenant Felix re­
ceived a foot through the body, as he Food encouraging them on the 
top of the bank ; and loon after, captain Cope, returning with a platoon 
from the referve, was mortally wounded : on which difofters the whole 
party retreated to their camp indiforder.

Captain Dalton .was fent from Tritchinopoly to take the command, 1752 
and found the detachment joined by the van of the Myfore army; and 
two days after the regent himfeifeame up with the reft; the whole con- 
fifted of 120Q0 horfe and 8ooo foot, including the Morattoes. He im­
mediately defiled a conference with captain Dalton, whom he received 
with great politenefs,. admiring, not without aftonilhment, the martial 
appearance and regularity of the Englifo troops; and forming naturally 
the fame high, opinion of the French, he declared, that he foould 
neither expofe his men nor lofe time in attacking them, but proceed at 
midnight with half the army direbtly to Tritchinopoly by another road 
at fome diftance on the plain, leaving the reft with captain Dalton, whom, 
he requefted to divert the enemy’s attention by a falfe Attack until he was 
out of the reach of danger: and, not content with thefe precautions, he 
de fired that fome. Europeans might accompany him as a fafeguard to his 
perion. Thefe difpotitions anfwcring the purpofe for which the detach­
ment was fent, captain Dalton encouraged him in his refolufioij, and at 
midnight began to fkirmifo again!! the enemy V ports, which he kept 
alarmed until morning, by which time the rear of the regent's divifion 
was out o f fight. This fervice proved to be much more neceflary than 
it firft appeared to be; for fitch was the military ignorance of the My- 
foreans, that they were dilcovered in the night palling over the plain, 
with ten thoufand lights, as if they had been inarching in the proceffion 
of an Indian wedding.

The next day the reft of their army proceeded, defiring captain Dalton 
to remain before the village until they were out of fight, and promifed 
to halt and wait for him ; but they were no fooner out of danger than 
they hurried away to join the regent. Some hours after, the Englifti de­
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m ~ & 7 5 2, 'tacbmeht decamped, and pafllng by Kiftnavarata without moleffotion 
from the garrifcn, returned to Tritchinopoly, where they arrived on the 
6lh of February, and the French foon after recalled their detachment,

The jundion c f  the Myforeans determined the king of Tanjore to 
declare lor the Nabob; and icon after their arrival he feat to Tritchi- 
■ nopoly 3000 horde and 2000 foot under the command of his general 
Monack-jee. The Polygar Tondeman, whofe country lies between 
Tanjorc and Madura, likewife fen1400 horfeand 3000 Colleries; tiiefe 
are a people almoft favage, who, under ieveral petty chiefs, inhabit the 
woods between Tritchinopoly and Cape Comarin; their name in their 
own language flgnifies Thieves, and juftly defcribes their character: their 
weapon is a pike 18 feet long, with which they creep along the ground, 
and ufe it with great add refs in ambufcades; but the principal fervice 
they render to an army is, by dealing or killing the horfes of the ene­
my s camp. Thus the force of Mahoraed-ally became on a fudden fu- 
perior to that of Cbunda-faheb; for the troops of his allies joined to his 
own, formed a body of 20,000 cavalry, 6000 of which were Marat* 
toes, and of 20,000 infantry. The army of Chunda-faheb had J ike wife, 
fince their arrival before Tr itchinopoly, been augmented to 15,000 horfe 
and 20,000 foot, by the junction of 3000 horfe commanded by Alium- 
.Khan, the governor of Madura, and of 4000 Peons and Colleries be­
longing to the Polygar, Morawa, whole country lies to the Touch of the 
kingdom of Tanjorc. The king of Myfpre, impatient to be put in pof- 
feflion of the places which Mahomed-ally had agreed to give up to him 
in return for his aflj fiance, prefled the Englifh battalion to make a ge­
neral attack on the enemy with the whole -army, and Morari-row, the 
Morattoe, fecondt‘4 him very ftrongly in this propofol; but captain 
Gingea knowing that the ft: Indian troops were capable of rendering 
very little fervice againfl fortified polls defended by Europeans, andcon- 
ilidering that if the Englifh battalion, on whom the brunt would lay, 
fhouid fuffer feverely in thefe attacks, fuch a lofs would be irreparable, 
he determined to wait until he was reinforced by a body of Europeans, 
which were preparing to take the field in the province of Arcot.

Here the flattered troops o f Raja-faheb no fooner faw the Englifh 
retire to their garrifons, after the taking of Conjevaram, than they re-
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affembled and mewed, in the beginning of January, down to the lea- ^73^
*  coaft, carrying their ravages into the company's territory of Ponoman 

where they burnt feveral villages, and plundered the country houfes bunt 
by the Englith at the foot of St. Thomas's mount: after tfcefe hoflilities, 
they returned to Conjevaram, and having repaired the damages which 
the pagoda had fuftained from the Englith, they garriibned it With 300 
Sepoys, and then kept the field between this place and the fort of Pono- 
malee, which they fometimes threatened to attack. Ihe violences they 
committed, and the contributions they levied, impaired the Nabob’s as 
well as the Company’s revenues fo much, that the presidency determin­
ed to make an effort, with all the force they could affembk, to reduce 
this enemy before they lent a reinforcement to I ritchsnopoly. Capr.da 
Clive appointed to this fervice, returned in the beginning of February to 
Madrafs, where, whilfi he was employed in levying Sepoys, a detach­
ment of too Europeans arrived from Bengal; with theie, and So more 
from the garrifou of Madrafs, he took the field the 2d of February, 
and was the fame day joined by 200 Europeans and $00 Sepoys horn. 
the garrifon of Arcot. His whole force united eonfifted of 300̂  Eu­
ropeans, 1300 Sepoys, with fi x field pieces1 the enemy were 2500 horfe,
2000 Sepoys, and 400 Europeans, with a large train o> artillery: 
and, notwithftanding this fuperiority, they no fooner heard of the 
preparations that the Englifh were mak'ng to attack them, than 
they fortified themielves ilrongly in their camp at Vendalore, a vil­
lage fituated about 25 miles fouth- weft of Madrafs. Captain Clive 
marched towards them with an intent of attacking their camp by fur- 
prize in the rear j but had not proceeded far before he received informa­
tion that they had iuddenlv abandoned it, and had difperfed with the 
appearance of people terrified by feme difafter, infomuchthat it was be­
lieved they bad received news of fame bad fuccefs at Tritchinopoly, and 
were hurrying thither to reinforce the kvmy of Chunda-faheb. The Eng- 
lifh however continued their march, and took poffeffion of the ground the 
enemy bad quit ted, where, fame hours after, intelligence was received, that 
all the difperfed parties were re-united at Conjevaram. It was then not 
doubted that they had received advice of the weaknefs of the garrifon 
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•752. at A rco t; and that they intended to take advantage o f it by making 
u“' v— 1 a fudden affault on the fort. Captain Clive therefore made a forced 

march o f 20 miles to Conjevaram, where the garrifon o f the pagoda 
fu: rendered on the firft fummpns; and a few hours after, the conjecture 
which had been made o f the enemy's intention was verified by news 
that they were .in full march towards Arcot. T h e troops were too much 
fatigued to follow them immediately, but the next day took the fame 
rout} and on their march, a letter was received from the commanding 
officer at Arcot, advifmg that they had entered the town, and fkirmifh- 
ed againfl the fort with mufketry for feveml hours, in eXpeftauon 
that the gates would have been opened to them by two officers o f the 
Engliffi Sepoys/ with whom they had carried on a correspondence.* 
but that the plot had been difeovered, and the enemy finding their fig- 
ijals not anfwered, had quitted the city with precipitation, and it was not 
yet known what rout they had taken. In this uncertainty it was deter­

mined to halien to Arcot.
The army arrived in fight of Covrepauk at ftin-fet, when the van 

marching in the high road without fufpicion, were fired upon 
from the right at no greater difiance than 250 yards, by nine pieces 
o f  cannon. Thefe were the French artillery, polled in a thick grove 
of mango trees, which had a ditch and a bank in F o n t; the fire did, fame 
mifehief before it could be either anfwered or avoided} but luckily there 
was a water-courfe at a little diftance to the left o f the road, in which 
the infantry were ordered, to take flicker, and the baggage to march 
back half a mile with one of the field pieces and a platoon to defend it; 
and two field piecesTupported by a platoon o f Europeans with 200 Sepoys, 
were detached to oppofe Ruja-faheb’s cavalry which appeared extend­
ing thernfdves on the plain to the left of the water-courfe; in the mean 
time the reft o f the artillery, drawn up on the right, anfwered the ene­
my’s fire from the grow : the French infantry entered the water-courfe, 
and advanced along it in a column of fix men in front: th eE n g- 
liih formed in the fame order, and a fire was kept up on both fides 
for two hours, by moon-light, during which neither ventured to come 
to the pufh o f bayonet*. T h e enemy’s cavalry made feveral tin-

fuccefsful
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fuccefsful attacks both on the party oppofed to them, and the baggage JT S-^  
in the rear: but their artillery in the grove being anCwered only by v“ * 
three pieces of cannon, did execution in proportion to thw iupterion- 
ty, and either killed or difabkd fo many of the Englifh gunners 
that prudence feemed to dictate a retreat, uniefs their cannon con id 
be taken. Captain Clive did not defpair of this laft resource, and 

- at ten at night lent one Shawlum, a ferjeant, who ipoke the coun­
try languages, with a few Sepoys, to reconnoitre: he returned and 
reported that the enemy had polled no guards in. the rear of toe 
grove; on which intelligence 200 of the bed Europeans and 400 
Sepoys were immediately ordered to proceed thither under the command 
of lieutenant Keene, with Shawlum as their guide. Captain Clive him- 
feif accompanied the detachment Half way, and on his return fount 
troops he had left fighting in the water-courfe fo much difpirited by the 
departure of Keene’s detachment, that they were on the point of tak­
ing flight, and foine had already run away; he, however, not without 
difficulty, rallied them, and the firing was renewed. In the mean time 
Keene taking a large circuit, came diredly oppofite to the rear 
of the grove, and halted at the ditlance of 300 yards from it, whiltt 
enfigo Symmonds advanced alone to examine the enemy s difpofition.
This officer had not proceeded far before he came to a deep trench, in 
which a large body, confining of all the enemy’s Sepoys, whole fer- 
vice had not been demanded in the water-courfe, were fitting down to 
avoid the random ihots of the fight. They challenged Sym moods, 
and prepared at firft to Ihoot him, but deceived by his fpeaking French, 
fuffered him to pafs as a French officer; he then went on to the grove, 
where he perceived, belides the men employed at the guns, 100 Eu­
ropeans Rationed to fupport them, who only kept a look-out towards 
the field of battle; and paffing in hi? return at a dilhnee to the right 
of the trench where he had found the enemy’s Sepoys, he rejoined his 
own detachment;, who immediately marched by the fame way he 
had returned, and entering the grove udperceived, gave their fire in a ge­
neral volley at the difiance of 30 yards. It fell heavy, and aftonilhed 
the enemy fo much that they did not return a fingie fhot, but in dandy
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‘ 752, abandoned their guns, every man endeavouring to lave hirnfelfby 
v W  precipitate flight. Many of them ran into a choultry in the grove, 

where they were ib crowded together that they were not able to make 
the of their arms. The Engiifh drew up before the choultry, and to 
fpare the impending daughter of their fire, offered quarter, which was 
accepted with joy, and the Frenchmen coming out one by one, as 
they were ordered, delivered up their arms, and were made prisoners. •
^he Engiifh troops fighting at the water-courfe were immediately con­

vinced of the fuccefe of the detachment, by the hidden filence of the 
enemy’s artillery: but the enemy’s infantry remained ignorant of it, 
and continued the fight, until forne of the fugitives from the grove in­
formed them of the dtfafter, on which they immediately took flight,
;wid their hpifb difperled at the fame time. The field being thus cleared, 
the whole army united, and remained under arms until day-break, 
when they found theraieives in polfcdion of nine field pieces, three 
cohcrn mortars, and 6a European prifoners. They likewife counted 
50 dead on the field, and not lefs than 300 Sepoys: for the enemy 
had expofed thefe troops more freely than the others. O f the Engiifh,
40 Europeans and 30 Sepoys were killed, and a greater number of 
both wounded.

1 ait of the fugitives took fhelter in the neighbouring fort o f Covrc- 
pauk. which was fummoned to furrender; but the governor returned 
nnfwei, that the troops of Raja-faheb were much more numerous than 
his garrifon, and, contrary to his inclination, intended to defend 
the fort: a detachment was therefore fent to inveil it, but lie- 
fore they arrived the fugitives abandoned it, upon which he Sub­
mitted. ' '

From hence the troops proceeded to Arcot, and the next day marched 
towards Veloor, not in expe Station of reducing the place, but in hopes 
that fome hoftilities would induce Mortiz-ally to pay a contribution, or 
at leall to deliver up the elephants and baggage, v hich Raja-faheb had 
depofited in his fort foon after he Ilad raised the fiege of Arcot j 
but before the troops came in fight of Veloor, captain Clive received an 
order from the prcfidency o f JF.:j t St, David, to repair thither with all his 

i  force,
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force, for it was now determmed to fend them to Tritchin^olyf l ie  1752 
therefore changed his rout, and marching acrofs the country, came to v" ’ 
the foot where Nazir-jing had been killed : here he found a fifing town 
projected by the vanity of Mr, Dupleix to commemoratethat deteftabie 
adtion, and called Dupleix-Fateahad, or the town of'pupleix’s vi&cry: 
it is laid., that he was preparing a column, with a pompous infeription 
in the French, Malabar, Perfie, and Indoftan languages, which he 
intended to ere© in the middle of the town, where he had already 
caufed coins {truck with fymbols of the victory to be buried. The 
troops did not quit this place until they had razed to the ground all that 
was ereded, after which they proceeded to Fort St. David, During 
the whole march they no where met a fingle fquadron of the enemy’s 
troops. The defeat at Couvrepauk fucceeding to their former di (graces, 
intirely, broke their force as well as their fpirits : their horfe either 
di (banded, or tookfervice with the governors in the provinces who (till 
acknowledged Chunda-faheb j and the French troops and Sepoys were 
recalled to Pondicherry, where Mr. Dupleix was fo incenfed againli Ra- 
ja-faheb, that he would notfuffer him for feveraldays to appear in his 
prefence. Thus the EngSilh fucceffes in the Carnatic recovered to 
Mahorned-ally an extent of country 30 miles in breadth and 60 in 
length, the annual revenues of which, including that of the famous pa- ’ 
goda at Tripaty, amounted to 400,000 pagodas.-

Three days after their arrival at Fort Sr. David, the troops were ready 
to take the field again under the command of captain Clive, when, on 
the 15th o f March, major Lawrence arrived from England, and two 
days after put himfelf at the head of the detachment. It confided of 
400 Europeans and 1 t oo Sepoys, with eight field pieces, who efcort- 
ing a large quantity of military (lores, marched through the king of 
Tanjore’s country towards Tritchinopoly.

Here the Myforeans and Moratt'oes were fo much difpleafcd with 
the precaution of' captain Gingen, who conftanrly reftifed to at­
tack the energy's pods before he was joined by the expefted reinforce­
ment, that the Holloway of Myfore, diftrelied by the great expencA of 
his army, had more than once been on the point of returning to his 
own country: however, him the Nabob appealed, by making over

the

Book III. H i s t o r y  ok the Ca r n a t i c . 2 ?o L



<SL
T he W  a s  of C o r o m a k d e l . Book IIL

1752. the .revenues of all the dtftnds which had been recovered fmee his 
—̂v"—' arrival; but Morari-row was fo exafperaled bv this ma&mty, which 

deprived his troops of opportunities to get plunder, and removed the 
profped of more important acquisitions, which he expected from this 
war, that he meditated defection, and began to treat with Chunda- 
faheb.

Both armies were equally follicltous of the fate of the approaching re­
inforcement, and Mr. Dopleix lent repeated orders to Mr. Law, who 
commanded the French battalion, to intercept them at allevents. They 
arrived on the 26th of March at a fort belonging to the king of Tan- 
jor •, within 20 miles of Tritchinopoly ; where they depofited. fuch part 
of the {lores, as, .would have retarded their march and embarrafied .their 
operations. The next day proceeding along the high read, which 
pafi'eth within point blank {hot of Coilady, major Lawrence received 
intelligence that the enemy had ported at this fort a ftrong party with 
artillery; on which lie ordered his guides $> look out for another road; 
bur they, by feme miftake, led him within reach of the very fpot he 
wanted to- avoid, and the troops were unexpe&ediy fired upon by fix 
pieces o f cannon from acrofs the Caveri. To divert this fire from the 
baggage, amongfi which it created no final? confufion, it was anfwered 
from the rear divifion of guns confiding of four field piece?, fupported 
by j 00 Europeans, under the command of captain Clive, whilft the line 
inarched on inclining to the left, which diregion foon brought them 
out of the enemy’s reach, but not before 20 Europeans were killed.
They then halted, and were joined by the rear divifion, after which they 
continued their march without meeting any farther interruption, and in. 
the evening halted within 10 miles of Tritchinopoly. From hence cap­
tain Gingen detach 2d in the night ioo Europeans, with 50 dragoons, who 
joined the reinforcement before morning; and at day-break captain Dal­
ton was likewife detached from the city with his own company of gre­
nadiers, and another of the battalion, in all 200 Europeans, 400 Sepoys, 
and four field pieces, who were ordered to lay at a rock called the Su­
gar-loaf, about three miles foutb of the French rock, from whence they 
were to join the reinforcement, as foon as it came in fight.

In
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In the mean time the major advanced towards Elimiferuro. This is 175*. 
a rock with a fortified pagoda on the fummit, where the French had 
mounted cannon: it is situated three miles to the fouth-eaft of the 
French rock ; and between thefe two polls the great eft part of the ene­
my’s army were drawn up in order of battle: the reft were in a line 
which extended from the French rock to the village of Chuckieyapol- 
Jam by the river fide. The major, informed of this difpofition made to 
furround him if he palled to the north of Elimiferam, directed his 
march to the ion til of it: and before he came in fight of the enemy, the 
whole of the confederate troops, employed for the Nabob, were in the 
field, and by their appearance deterred the enemy from making any de­
tachments to attack the major. At noon, captain Dalton’s party, with 
the Myforeans and the Nabob’s troops, met him half-way between Bli- 
miferum and the fugar-loaf-rock, wkitft Morari-row with the Morat- 
toes remained fkinnidling faintly with the enemy.

The fun ftriking exceffively hot, the troops were ordered to bait and 
refrefh themfelvesj but in left than half an hour thefcouts came in at 
full fpeed, bringing intelligence that the whole of the enemy’s army 
was advancing, and that the fire of their cannon had put the Morattoes 
to flight: thefe fr.on after came tip, and forming wi ll the reft of the 
allies in the rear of the Europeans and Sepoys, followed them flowly at a 
diftance.

Captain Clive having reconnoitercd the enemy, reported, that 
there was a large choultry, with foine ilone buildings, not far from the 
front of the French battalion,, which they, bulled in forming their 
line, had "negleded to take pofleffion of. On this advice be was 
ordered to proceed with the firft. divifion of artillery, fupported by 
the grenadiers, as fail as poffible to the choultry, whilft the reft of 
the column moved up flowly in regular order. The enemy, inftead of 
fending forward a detachment to prevent, them, contented themfelves 
with cannonading as iheir battalion advanced, which had approached 
within 800 yards of the choultry by the time the Englifli detachment 
arrived there; and now made a pufti againft their artillery, which was 
fo well pointed, that it kept them at a diftance until. the reft of 
the battalion and Sepoys came up. The confederate troops, unwil­
ling to expofe their horfies to a cannonade, halted at a diftance; but thofe
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1752. of Chunda-faheb, commanded by Allum-Khan, the governor o f Ma- 

kept cloffe to the rear of the French. A  cannonade eofued, the 
jhotteft without doubt, for the time it lifted,.that had ever been feea on 
the plains of Indoftan 5 for the French fired from 22 pieces of cannon 
and the English from nine. Such of the Engliih troops as were hot em­
ployer- at the guns found Ihelter behind the choultry end the buildings 
near it, whilft the whole of the enemy’s army ftood expofed on 
the open plain, fuffering" in proportion to this difadvantage. The 
French battalion in half an hour began to waver, and drew off 
their guns to a greater diftanee, upon which the Engliih advanced 
their artillery, and the men of the battalion who fupported them were 
ordered to fit down with their a» this grounded^ by which precau­
tion many lives were fayed* They ftill continued to retreat, but Chun* 
da*faheb’s cavalry kept their ground for feme time, and fuftained the 
cannonade withmuch mote firmnefs than had ever been obferved in the 
troops of India: they were fpirited by the example o f their commander, 
Allum-Khan, whole head was at length taken off by a cannon-ball, as 
he was encouraging them to advance; on which diiafter they gave way 
and retreated like wife, fin: Captains Clive and Dalton continuing to ad­
vance with the firft divifion of artillery, followecj the French, who dung 
themfelves into a great water-courfe near th * French rock, where they 
were on the point o f being enfiladed by a fire that would have made 
great havoc/ amongft them; when Major Lawrence, fatisfied with the 
advantages that had been gained, and unwilling to expofe the men to 
more fatigue ilfidlr fuch a burning fun, ordered the purfuit to ceafe.
Seven men of the battalion were ftruck dead by the hear, and 14 were 
killed or difabled by the cannonade, The French loft about 46 then, 
and 300 o f  Chunda-faheSA troops, with 285 horfes and an elephant, 
were found dead on the plain, T h e  fuecefs of this day might have 
been much greater; had the confederate troops behaved with common, 
adivity, inftead of which they remained at a diftanee idle fpedtators, 
nor could they be prevailed on to make a fingle charge, even when 
the enemy’s cavalry retreated. This inaction proceeded not from want 
of bravery, but from the treachery of Moran-row, who being at this 
time in treaty with Chunda-faheb, was unwilling to bring his Morat-
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toes to adion j and Inch was the opinion entertained of their,courage, t 75a. 
that none of the reft of the allies would venture to fight without w ~v 
them.

Major Lawrence continuing his march, arrived in the evening at 
Tritchinopoly, and the next day conferee1, with the Nabob and the other 
generals on the plan of their future operations: they concurred in opinion 
that a general attack fhould bt made without delay on the enemy’s camp; 
but when the time was to be fixed, he found both Moors and Indians fo 
attached to lucky and unlucky days, that feveral were likely to be loft 
before they would agree in the notion of a fortunate hour, without which 
none of them thought it fafe to riik an engagement. In the mean 
time, thinking it not prudent to fufter the enemy to recover from the im~ 
prefiion which they had received on the day of his a rrival, he determined 
t.o attempt as much again!! them as could be executed with his own force; 
and perceif ing that the French polls were too ftrongly fortified to be 
carried without the ailifiance of the whole army, he reloivqd to at­
tack the camp of Chunda-faheb, which extended along the river 
without entrenchments. On the ill; of April at night, captain Dalton, 
with 400 men, was ordered to march, and, by taking a large circuit, 
to come in at the eaftern extremity c>f the enemy's camp, which he was to 
enter, beat up, and fet fi e to. The Englifh troops, from their long 
inadivity, knew fo little of the ground about Tritchinopoly, that they 
were obliged to truft to Indian g ides; and thefe being ordered to con­
duct them out of the reach of the enemy’s advanced polls, fell idto the 
other extreme, and led them feveral miles out of their way, and through 
fuchbad reads, that when the morning ftar appeared, they found them- 
felves between Elimiferum and the French rock, two miles from Chunda- 
faheb’s camp, and in the center of ali their polls. The approach of 
day not only rendered it impoffibic to furprize the enemy, as was intended, 
but likewife expofed the party, if they perfifted, to the danger of being 
furrounded by their whole force; it was therefore determined to march 
back without delay to Tritchinopoly. The French dilcovered them as they 
were retreating, and gueffing at the intention for which they had been 
fent, thought themfelves no longer fafe to the fouth of the Caveri, and 
took the refoluticn of retreating that very day to the pagodas on die ifland.

F f  Chunda-
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; Chunda-laheb ftrenuoufly oppofed this refolufipn, for which indeed there
*— v —' appeared n0 necefiity j but Ending .that he could not prevail on Mr. Law 

to alter it, he gave orders for his own troops to croft the river likewilc.
The retreat, as is ufuai when meafurys have not been previoufly con­
certed, was made with fa much precipitation, that his army had time 
to tranfport only a part of their baggage, but none of the vaft quantity 
of. provifions with which they had Bored their magazines; theft they 
therefore fct fire to. The french carrying off their artillery, abandoned 
all their ports excepting Elirmferum, and before the next morning the 
whole army was on the iiland, where Mr. Law took up his quarters 
in the pagoda of Jnmbaktfna; of Chunda-faheb’s troops feme went 
into the pagoda of Seringham, others encamped under the northern 
wall, and the reft extended farther eaftward along the bank of the 
Coleroon.

The next day, captain Dalton was fent with the company of gre­
nadiers, feme Morattoes and Sepoys, to attack Elimiferum: the party 
had with them two pieces of cannon and a mortar, the tranfporting 

" o f which through bad roads prevented them from arriving near the place 
before night, when captain Dalton with two others advanced to recon­
noitre. Difcovering no centinels, and finding the gate of the wall 
which furrounds the foot of the rock open, they concluded that the 
place was abandoned, and entering, began to afeend the rteps which 
led to the pagoda on the fummit; but before they got there, the enemy 
alarmed by the neighing of the horfes, ran to their guns and fired upon the 
detachment, which they difeovered, firft by the light of their matches, 
and foon after by the blaze of fome huts to which the Morattoes, as is 
their euftom, had fet fire. *ihe fmoke of the guns, and'the dark- 
nefs of the night, enabled captain Dalton and his companions to re­
treat unperceived; and as foon as he rejoined the detachment, he (cut 
fome men to lodge themfelves under cover of a bank before the lows? 
gate, where they were directed to remain until morning, in order to 
prevent the enemy from making their escape. But this party, defirous 
of fignalizing themfelves, imprudently exceeded their orders, and enter­
ing the lower gate, ran up the rteps, and endeavoured to force the doors 
o f the pagoda above; where they were received with a fmart fire, which

foon
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foon obliged them to retreat with five Europeans and ten Sepoys J752. 
wounded, A reinforcement was immediately fent to take charge of 
the bank, and all remained quiet until morning, when the enemy per­
ceiving that preparations were making to bombard them, furrendered.
Fifteen Europeans, thirty Sepoys, and two pieces of cannon, one of them 
a fine 18 pounder, were fount! here; the fmaller piece of cannon, 
with feme Sepoys, were left to garrifon tins port: the reft returned with 
the other gun to Tritchiriopoly, which was prefented to the Nabob 
as the firft which had been taken during the campaign. Two days 
after the grenadiers, who had always behaved with the fpirit peculiar 
to this clafs of foldiers, gained another advantage. The great men 
of the allied army complained, that they were much dilturbcd in their 
daily ablutions in the Caved, by a gun which fired from a choultry 
lying half-way between the pagoda of Seringham and the river.
'Captain Dalton was Tent to attack this port, who concealed his men be­
hind an old wall on the bank o f the river, where they waited till near 
noon, when the great heat of the fun induced a part of the enemy’s 
guard to return to the camp, and the reft to retire into the choultry 
to deep; the grenadiers then rufhed acrofsthe river, which was fordable, 
and entered the poft with fo much rapidity that they took the gun 
before the enemy had time to fire it more than once : it was brought 
away without any oppofition, for iome field pieces had been fent to the 
river-fide to cover the retreat.

Events of fuch a nature as the attacks of Eliimferum and the choultry, 
as well as feveral others, which appear in the courfc of this work, Would 
have no influence in fuch fahguinary v/ars as moft writers have only 
thought worthy of their attention : and thefe details may therefore by 
many be deemed equally tirefome and fuperfluous; but the ftrefs of this 
Indian war lying on the European allies, who rarely have exceeded a thou- 
fand men on a fide, the aflionr of a Angle platoon in India may have the* 
fame influence on the general fuccefs, as thecondudt of a whole regiment 
in Europe: and to give a juft idea ot the fuperiority of European arms, 
wi.en oppofed to thofe of Indoftan, is one of the principal intentions 
of this narrative, j he new activity which began to appear in the Bng- 
k»h battalion, indticeuMorari-row to rsliuquifli his correfpondence with

F  f  2 - Chunda-
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1752. C.iunda-ta'heb, and impreflcd the enemy with terrors equal to thole 
1 * '  which ;they had formerly .raffed both in the Englifh and the Nabobs

army: there,feemed to be ’no ienfe in their councils. The whole Car- 
naac lay before them, and by retreating into it they might protrad the 
war until the want of money fhould. decide the con left % hot inftead o f 
taking this fkp, they fuffered themfelves to be captivated by the appa­
rent ftrength'of the two pagodas, and determined to ftand their ground 
m them, notwiththiiding that, by thtdeftr idion of their magazines, they 
were already-reduced to the neceffityVfetching their proviiions from a 
great difence t they were afraid to fight, and afhamed to retreat.

At tire faro- ■ time nothing but a reiaiutioti juflified by very few exam­
ples, and bordering in appearance on ra&ncfs, feemed capable of putting *
a fpeedy end to the war, of which the expences had now greatly dif- f t  
treffed the Baft India company’s mercantile affairs. The intimacy and 
confidence with which major Lawrence diflinguifhed capt. Clive," per­
mitted this officer to fuggeft to him the refolution of dividing the army 

into two bodies, and detaching one o f thefe under his command to the 
north of the Coleroon, whilft the other remained to the fouth of the «v. I
Caveri: this was rifquing the whole to gain the whole ; for if the ene­
my fhould overpower one of thefe bodies, by attacking it with their 
* vhole force, the Nabob’s affairs would again be reduced to the brink of 
ruin j and if they ncgleded or failed in this attempt, they would infalli­
bly be ruined themfeives. The propofal, hardy as it was, was adopted 
by major without any hefitation; and with a fpirit of equity rarely 
pofTefied by competitor for glory, he was fu far from taking umbrage at 
the author of this mafferly advice, that he determined in his own mind 
to give him the command of the ftparate body, although he refrained from, 
declaring his intention until he could reconcile it to the reft of the cap* 
tains in the battalion, who were all of them his fuperiors in ranks but 

i# :he fchems was nofodnei propofed to the Nabob and the generals of the 
alliance, than the Morattoes and Myforcans removed the difficulty, by de­
claring that they would not make any detatchmenc* of their troops if  they 
were to he commanded bytiqy other perfen. It was neceiury to-reduc©

' the polls of Which the enemy were in pofTeifion to the north of the Cole- 
rotm: to intercept the reinforcements which might come from Pondi-
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cherry through the fltreig'hte of Utatoor and above all, that captrn 1752  ̂
Ciive’s divifion Should not be out of the reach of a forced match aotn 
the reft of the army encamped near Tritchinopoly, left the whole ot the 
enemy’s force fhould fall upon him before major Lawrence could 
move to his affiftance. It was therefore determined to chide fuch a 
central fituation between the {h eights of Utatoor and the C.oleroon 
as would beft anfwer all thefe intentions. Every thing being fettled, 
captain Clive began his march in the night of the 6th of April with 400 
Europeans, je o  Sepoys, r'Ooo IVlorattots under tne command of Ifliiis**
Khan, 1000 of the Tanjorine hode, and eight pieces of artillery, two 
of which were battering cannon, and fix of Aem held pieces. Fo 
conceal their march, they crofted over into the bland three miles to the 
eaftward of jumbakiftna. The number of deep water-courfei which, 
interfered this part of it, rendered the tranfpordng of the cannon dif­
ficult and laborious y and whilft the Europeans were employed a': one 
of the water-courfes, a body of the enemy's Sepoys, returning from 
Coilady with a convoy of oxen laden with provihons, came up, intend­
ing to pafs at the fame place 5 and before they could retreat, received 
two or three vollies, which killed feveral of them.

The troops having pafled the Colercon before morning, proceeded 
feven miles to the north, o f it, and took poffeffton of the village of Sa~ 
miavaram, in which are two pagodas about a quarter of a mile diftanf 
from each other, one on each fide of the high road leading.to Uta­
toor :. thefe were allotted for the quarters of the Europeans and Sepoys y 
ravelins were immediately flung up before the gates, and 3 redoubt 
capable of receiving all the cannon was conftruffed to command the 
road to the north, and fouth. The Morattocs and Tahjormes. encamped • 
round the pagodas.

Whilft the army were, employed in thefe works, a party from Sering- 
ham took pofleffion of'Munfurpet, a pagoda fitmted near the high roads 
between Pitchandah.and Sarnia varam. It commanded a view of the 
country feveral miles} which advantage, joined to that o f its fituation, 
rendered it the beft advanced poft that could be clxolen by either iiJe ; 
a detachment was therefore immediately lent to diftoege -he enemy, 
who defended tfaemfelves all day, killing an officer, three Europeans.,

,l *jnb;’v  ■■ • and:
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~~ ry •; 2, and i o Sepoys, and in the night made their efcape to Pitchandah undif-

The next day a parr; of Sepoys, with a few Europeans, were detach­
ed to attack Lalguddy, a mud fort fnuated about feven miles to the eaft 
of Seringham, dole to the bank of the Coicroon, and oppofite to the 
eaftern part of the enemy’s Sate encampment to the fouthof the Caveri.
They kept a garrifon of Sepoys here, intending to make it an interme­
diate magazine of provisions, which were to be brought from,hence to 
their camp on the ifland as opportunity offered. The Sepoys attack­
ing tiae fort by efcalade, carried if after a faint refiftance, and found 
here a quantity of grain lufficient for ten thousand men for two
months.' . j ;'.'

Mr. Dupleix, "againft whofe orders Mr. Law had retreated to the f<. 
north of the Caveri, was much alarmed at the critical heuatiod to 
which the army of Chanda* faheb and his own troops were indu­
ced. Hr, however, with his ufua! . perfeverance and adivity, deter- 
.mined to make the -greateft efforts ho was able .to .reinforce them« 
and immediately on receiving news that captain Clive was en­
camped at Sarnia varam, detached 120 Europeans, 500 Sepoys, 
and four field pieces, with a large convoy of provisions and 
Acres, This party was led by Mr. D’Autcuil, who was empower­
ed to take the command from Mr. Law. They arrived on the 
14th of April, at Utatoor, and intended, by making a large circuit 
to the vyeift of Samiavaram, to gain in the night the bank of 
the Coicroon. The fate of the two armies depended in a great 
meafare upon the fuccefs or mifearriage of this convoy and reinforce­
ment. Captain Clive apprized of Mr. D’AuteuH’s intention', fer out 
the lame night with die greateft part of his force to intercept him j 
but Mr. D ’ Auteui! receiving advice of his approach, immediately turn­
ed back and regained the fort 5 on which captain Clive return­
ed with the utmoft expedition to Samuvgram, where he arrived :
in the morning. In the afternoon, Mr. Law got intelligence of 
his march, without hearing of his return, which could not naturally be 
fufpe&ed, as Utatoor is 13 miles from Samiavaram: he therefore, 
as foon as it was dark, detached 80 Europeans, and 700 Sepoys,

^ ‘ to
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•£ to attack the few troops he imagined to be remaining there: of thefe 175*.. 
men forty were Englirti deferters. This party arrived near the camp at V'""'v a  
midnight, when one of their fpies informed the commanding othcer 
that the troops which had marched againft Mr. D’Atiteuil were re­
turned ; but he, imputing the information either to cowardice or 
treachery, gave no credit to the fpy, and proceeded j they were chal­
lenged by the advanced guard of Englifli Sepoys, on which the officer 
of the deferters, an Irishman, ilept out and told them, that he was font 
by major Lawrence to reinforce captain Clive: and the reft of the de­
ferters fpeaking Bdglifh iikewife, confirmed the afiertion, and perfuaded 
the Sepoys fo fully, that they omitted the ufual precaution of aiking 
the counter word, which would certainly have difpyered the ftrata- 
gem i and fent one of their body to condudl the enemy to the head­
quarters. They continued their march through a part of the Morattoe 
camp, without giving or receiving any difturbance until they came to the 
Lifer pagoda. Here they were challenged by the centineds, and by 
others who were polled in a neighbouring choultry to the north o f it, 
in which captain Clive lay afleep. They returned the challenge by a 
volley into each place, and immediately entered the pagoda, putting all 
they met to the fword. Captain Clive fhn ting out of his lleep, and not 
conceiving it poffible that the enemy could have advanced into the ccn- 

- ter o f his camp, imputed the firing to his own Sepoys, alarmed by feme 
attack at the fkirts of the camp: he however ran to the upper pagoda, 
where the greateft part of his Europeans were quartered, who having 
Iikewife taken the alarm, were underarms; and he immediately return­
ed with 200 of them to tire choultry. Here he now difeovered a large 
body o f Sepoys drawn up facing the fouth, and firing at random. Their 
politico, which looked towards the enemy’s camp, joined to their confu- 
fion, confirmed him in his conjecture that they were his own troops, 
who had taken feme unneceffary alarm. In this fuppofition he drew up 
his Europeans within 20 yards of their rear, and then going alone 
amongft them, ordered the firing to ceafe, upbraiding feme with the 
panic he fuppofed them to have taken, and even linking others. Ac 
length one of the Sepoys, who underftcod a little of the French ian- 
guage, difeovering that he was an Englifhman. attacked and wconded

him
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17'2- Min in two places with his fword; but finding htmfelf- on the point of 
* irW keiftg overpowered, ran away to the lower pagoda; captain Clive, 

exafperated at this hifolence from a man whom he imagined to be in 
his own fervicc, followed him to the gale, where, to his great furprize, 
l;e was accofted by fix Frenchmen: his ufual prefence .of mind did 
not fail him in this.critical occafton, but fuggefting to him all that 
had happened, he told the Frenchmen, with great compofure, that 
he was come to offer them terms; and if they would look out, 
they would perceive the pagoda furrounded by his whole army, who 
were determined to give no quarter if  any refinance was made. The 
firm nets with which tin fie words weie delivered, made fucli an im- 1 
predion, that tk eg, of the Frenchmen raf/into the pagoda to 'Carry this 
intelligence, whfffi the other three furren'dered their arms to captain 
Clive, and followed him towards the choultry, whither he haflened, 
intending to order the Europeans to attack the body of Sepoys, whom 
he now fir ft knew to be enemies; but thefe had already difiedvered the 
danger .of their fituation, and had marched out o f the reach of the Eu­
ropeans, who imagining that they did this in obedience to captain Olive’s 
orders, made no motion to interrupt or attack them. Soon after, eight: 
Frenchmen, who had been fent from the pagoda to reconnoitre, fell 
in with the Englifh troops, and were made prifoners; and thefe, with 
tire other three winch captain Clive had taken, were delivered to the 
charge of a ferjwnf’s party, who not kn wing, in this time ofdarknefs 
and confufion, that fine enemy were in peffefiion of the lower pa­
goda, carried them thither; and on delivering them to the guard, 
found out their error; but tuch was alfo the confufion of the French 
in the pagoda, that they luffered the ferjeant and his party to return 
unmoldled. I ht rcffc o f the Englifh troops had now joined the others, 
ana captain C live imagining that the enemy would never have attempted 
fo defperate ran enterprise without fupporting it with their whole army, 
deemed it absolutely neceflary to ftorm the pagoda before the troops 
who were in it could receive any afliftance. One of the two folding; 
doors of the gateway had for Tome time been taken down to be repaired" 
and the other was ftrongly ftapied down, fo that the remaining part of

the
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the entrance would admit only two men abreaft: the Enghfh fiddlers 17 52.
made the attack, and continued it for forne time with great refolution ; 1 v~““'
but the deferters within fought defpc.utely, afid killed an officer and 
fifteen men, on which the attack was ordered to ceafe until day­
break; and|i|ithe inean time fuch a difpolition was made as might; 
prevent thofe in the pagoda from efcaping,. and at the fame time opppfe 
any other body which might come to their relief. A i day-break the 
commanding officer of the French feeing the danger of his |f nation, 
made a faljy at the head of his men, who received fo heavy a fire, 
that he himfelf, with twelve others who. firft came out of the gateway 
were killed by the volley; on which the reft ran back into the pagoda.
Captain Clive,then advanced into the porch of the gate to parly with the 
enemy, and being weak with the l«fs of blood, and fatigue, tlopd 
with his back to the wall of the porch, and leaned, hooping forward, 
on the (boulders o f  two ferjeants. The officer of the Englifh deierters 
prefen ted himfelf with great infolence, and telling captain Clive with 
abufive language, that he would (boot him, fired his mufket. The 
ball milled him, but went through the bodies of both the ferjeants or. 
whom he was leaning and they both fell mortally wounded. The 
Frenchmen had hitherto defended the pagoda in compliance with the 
Englilh deferters, but thinking it necefiary to difavow fuch an outrage 
which might exclude them from any pretenfions to quarter, their officer 
immediately lurrendered. By this time the body of the enemy’s Sepoys 
had puffed out of the camp With as little interruption as they had entered 
it; but orders having been fent to the Morattoes to purfue them. Innis- 
Khan with ail his men mounted at day-break, and came up with them 
in the open plain before they gained the bank of the Colerqon. The Se - 

■ •I; poys no fooner perceived them than .they.firing away their arms, and at­
tempted to fave themfelves by ciifperfing ; but the Morattncs, who never 
figure to much as in fhefe cruel exploits; exerted themfelves with fuch 
activity, that, according to their own report, not a fingle man of 700 ef- 
caped alive; it 'is certain, that none of the hi ever appeared to contradict 
this affection. Beffdes the efcapes already mentioned, captain, Clive 
had another, which was not difeovereu. until the hurry of the day w?; 
over, when it was found that the volley which the enemy fired into the

G g choultry
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1752. chouitry where he was lleeping had rtiattered a box that lay under his 
feet, and killed a fervant who lay dole to him.

Pitchandah and Utatoor were now the only ports .which the enemy 
held to the north of the Coleroon, but they were in pofiefiion of Coilady *, 
which commands the eartern extremity of the ifland ; andfleft Mr, Law • 
fhould attempt to force his way on this fide, major Lawrence detached 
Monack-jee the general of the Tanjorincs to take it; and to,the 
fourh of the Caveri, where the enemy had no ports, a line of troops were 
difpqied, which extended five miles on each fide of the city of Tritdhi- 

 ̂ nopoly. ... - ■ .
Monack-jee on the 26 th of April took Coilady. and the enemy lofing 

here their lart magazine of provifions, became every day more and 
more diftrefled ; but the hopes of being joined by Mr. D ’Auteuil kept 
up their ihirits, and prevented them from making any attempts to get 
out of the ifland: he ftill remained at Utatoor watching tome oppor­
tunity to make Ids ,vay good to Serii.gham it was therefore de­
termined to attack him 5 but as the late attempt on Sainiavaram 
thewed- the neceflity of keeping the army there intire, major Lawrence 
refolved to fend a party from his own divifipn on this fervice. Accord­
ingly captain Dalton on ,the 9th of May eroded the rivers in the night 
with 1 50 Europeans, 400 Sepoys, 500 Morattoes, and four field pieces,, 
one of them a *2 pounder; and halting fome hours at Samiavaram,. 
arrived at five the next evening at a choultry within two miles of Uta­
toor., where he intended to pafs the night, as the troops were much fa­
tigued. There was at fome diftance in front of the choultry a vil­
lage, which appearing a proper port for an advanced guard, fome dra­
goons were fent to reconnoitre It, who difeovered that the enemy had 
already taken pofldllon of it; on which a party of Europeans and Sepoys 
were fent to diflodge them; this they effected with fo much cafe, that, 
flui'hed with their fuccefs, they putfued the enemy beyond the village, 
until they came in fight'of Mr. D ’Auteui! marching out of Utatoor, who, 
inftead of waiting to attack with his whole force, fent forward a party to 
fall upon the Englifh whilft they were forming; afkirmifih enfued, and 
the enemy was repulfed ; but the Englifh officer being mortally wounded,

the
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the detachment retreated to the village, where they remained, and fid- t*7 P -  t 
tamed the fire of the enemy’s cannon until the reft of the troops came % 
up. It was almoffc dufk, and captain Dalton concluding that the ene­
my might, be deceived in their opinion of his ftrength, and miftake it 
for the whole of captain Clive’s force, ventured to divide his' men into 
two bodies, who marched to attack each flank of the enemy's line, 
whiift a few Europeans left with, the guns near the village cannonaded 
them in front; Mr. D'Auteuil no (boner perceived this difpefition than 
it fuggefted to him tide opinion it was intended to produce, and he re­
treated with great precipitation, purfued within a few yards of the 
walls of Utatoor: the Englifli were on the point of getting pof- 
feflion of one of his guns, when they were obliged to halt and face 
about, to defend theinfelVt, againft the enemy’s cavalry, who taking 
advantage of the dulk cf the evening, had made a c irc u ite d  appeared 
unexpectedly' in their rear. The Morattoes however galloping in, flung 
them tel vet between, and the two bodies of cavalry remained fome time 
firing carabines and piftols, until one of the Englifli .6 pounders came 
up, which after a few (hot decided the conteft, and obliged the enemy’s 
horfc to retreat; the Morattoes then charged them fword in hand, and 
drove them into the fort; but not without fufferiog fhcmielves; for fe- 
veral of them returned, much wounded. The Englifli fired at the fort 
from the rocks which are clofe to the walls until eight o’clock, when they 
retreated back to the choultry, leaving an advanced-guard of Europeans 
at the village, and too Morattoes, who promised to patrole all night, 
and give immediate information if the enemy fhould make any motion 
to abandon the fort.

Mr. D’Auteuil continuing in his miftake concerning the force which 
was come againft him,, no fcdner found that they had returned to the 
choultry, than he quitted the fort with all Iris troops, arid marched away 
to Volcondah, leaving behind in the hurry a great quantity of military 
ftores and ammunition, as well as lefrefhments intended for the officers 
of Mr. Law’s army. The Morattoes performed the duty they had. un­
dertaken with fo little vigilance, that captain Dalton did not heir of the 
enemies retreat until two in the morning, when it -was too ktc to pursue

G g 2 . them:
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■ • d'cv.-! • lie, however, marched to the fort, and took poSTefiion of the
’k r f . Evi|k '•

Mr, Law received no intelligence of captain Dalton’s march acrofs 
the rivers j but the: next morning dlfcovering from the fnire of $e- 
ringh'am, the: detachment proceeding from Samiavaram- towards Uta- 
toor, imagined it to be-a part of captain Clive’s army; and on this 
‘appe-iidon eroded the Coleroon with ail his Europeans and Sepoys, 
rind a large body of cavalry. Captain Clive immediately marched to 
meet him with all hid force, excepting the guards neceflary to defend 
the approaches to his camp, and came in fight or the enemy juft as 
their rear had crofted the river, Mr. Law, iiartled at the appearance of 
a force which fo much exceeded his expectation, halted and formed his 
troops in a flrong fituation along the bank ( the river. Both armies re- 
tmined in order of battle until evening, each having advantage's.- which 
*he other rdpedted tpo much to venture to attack. Some fkirmi.fhes 
palled between the advanced Sepoys, and in'the night the French re- 

» crofted the river.
Captain Dalton remained two days at Utatoor, when he receiv­

ed orders to rejoin major Lawrence j but by this time the Coleroon 
was fo much iwe.ied as to be impaflable. and the troops i t  Sarnia- 
var-am were- preparing to .avail themfelves d  this opportunity to attack 
the enemy’s poll of Fitchandah, which could receive no fuccours from 
the ifiand till the 'waters fubfided: he therefore, to forward this fervice,

:5'v, put fiis detachment under captain Clive’s command ; and to prevent the 
difputes which might arife from the fuperiority of his rank, refolved 
to ail' hirofelf as. a volunteer. On the 14th at night the army moved 
down to the river-fide.

There runs along the northern bank of the Coleroon, from Pitcban- 
dab to the ground oppolite the great pagoda of Seringhatn, a large mound 
of earth 50 feet broad at the top, thrown up by the people of the coun­
try to refill' the current o f the river, fwhich in this part fets ftrongly 
from the oppoftte fhore whenever the waters rife. The enemy’s camp 
on the ifland lay. oppoftte and within cannon-fhot of this mound; it was 
therefore determined to employ the artillery agaipft them until the bat­
tery 3gainft Pirchantfoh could be finifhed. Every common fok.icr in an

Indian
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Indian army is accompanied either by a wife or a concubine j the o(R- 17 $2.
cers have feveral, and the generals whole feraglio’s : befides thefe the ”  
army is encumbered by a number of attendants and fervants exceeding 
that of the fighting men ; and to fupply the various wants of this ener­
vated multitude, dealers, pedlars, and retailers of all forts, follow the 
camp ; to whom a feparate quarter is allotted, in which they daily ex­
hibit their different commodities in greater quantities and with more regu ­
larity than ill any fair in’ Europe; alLcif them fitting on the ground in 
a line with their merchandifes expoftd before them, and fheltered from 
the fun by a matfnpported by fticks.

The next morning, the 15th, at fun-rife, fix pieces of cannon began, 
to fire upon the camp from embrafures cut through the top of the 
mound which fheltered them from: the .guns of Pitchandah. This un­
expected annoyance foon created the greateft eonfufion ; the enemy be­
gan.immediately to ilrlke their tents, and every one to remove every­
thing that was either valuable or dear to him : elephants, camels, oxen 

j' ')S and horfes, mingled with men, women and children affrighted and mak­
ing lamentable outcries at the deftru&ion which fell around them, 
prelfed to get out ofthe reach of it in fucK a hurry as only ferved to retard 
their flight: however, in two hours not a tent was Handing. The crowd 
firft ttipved between the pagodas of Seringham t ad jvmbaklftna, to­
wards the bank of the Caveri, and from this fide they were fired on by 
the guns of Tritchinopoly : they then hurried to the eaftwatd of Jum- 
bakiftna, where finding cheipielves out of the reach of danger, they be­
gan to fet up their tents again. The garrifon of Pitchandah attempted 
to interrupt the cannonade * and finding that their artillery had no ef­
fect to difmountthe Englilh guns covered by the mound, they made a 
Tally to feize them, But had not proceeded far before they received the 
fire of a detachment, which captain Clive had taken the precaution to 
poll in the way they were coming 3 and this inftaritly drove them back 
again, not without feme lots.

During the reft ot the day, the English troops were employed in 
eroding the battery in a ruined village, about zoo yards to the north 
of Pitch am: h. T h e pagoda, like moft others on the con ft of Co­
romandel is a fquare, oi which the gateways projecting beyond die

walls,.

1 >1 “V I  ‘ f ; > 1 ®  s i



(fiT
T he W a r  of C o r o m a n d e l . Book III.- mJ, - ^

' 17 5 2. walls, flank the angles: the French had 70 Europeans, 200 Sepoys, and
«— J— tjlree p i ^  of cannon in the place. The attack began the next morn­

ing at day-break, from two pieces of battering cannon, which fired 
from embrafures cut through the wall of a brick houfe j the fhock foon 
•brought down the wall,"and left the artillery-men for tome time ex- 
pofed} but a large body of Sepoys being ordered to keep a conftant fire 

* .on the parapet, the enemy were very cautious in. making ufe either of 
their (mall arms or cannon. Some time after one of .the Englifh guns 
burft, and killed three Europeans, and wounded captain Dalton; the 
breach neverthelefs was made practicable by four in the afternoon, when 
it was determined to fforrn the breach and efcalade the walls at the fame 
time The enemy feeing the preparations for the afiault, were dif- 
couraged, and beat the chamade. The SepoyS rnifhkinrg this figual o f 
furrender for a defiance, fired a volley, which killed the drummer, and 
then gi ving a fhout, ran to plant the colours on the breach. This mo­
tion was fo rapid and unexpe&ed, that they got to the top of it before 
any of the Englifh officers were able to come up and inform them of their 
miftake, which they were unluckily confirmed in by the behaviour of 
fome of the garrifon, who drew up as faff as they could to defend 
themfeives. A  body of Europeans immediately marched after them, 
with orders to reprels their violences, even by firing upon them, if ne- 
ceiTary : but they did not arrive before the Sepovs had killed feveral o f . 
the !, irrifon, and ffruck inch a error, that 15 Frenchmen jumped over 
tire walls into the Coleroon, where they were drowned. The reft furren- 
dered to the Europeans, whole prefence preferved them from another 
rifqae equal to that which they had juft efcapcd : for the Morattoes, fee­
ing the Sepoys in motion, imagined that they would carry off all the 
plunder of the place •, and refolvmg to have a {hare of it themfeives, 
they mounted and galloped npTword in hand to the breach: and fe- 
veral of them even rode up to the top of it. The enemy’s army 00 the 
ifland were fpe&ators of the whole attack, and .fired, to very little ef- 
fed, a great number of random fhot.at the village in which the'Eing- 
liftr were polled.

By the reduction of Pitchandah, the enemy’s communications with 
the country to the north of the Coleroon were finitely cut off, and their

ij t Indian
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Indian camp became again expofed to a cannonade. The dread of this, J 75^  
and of the many other diftrefles which jftrai'tenedthe army more elofely 
every day, determined the greatefi: part of Chunda-faheb’s cftxceK to 
quit his fervice; and they went in a body and informed him ol this 
refolution. He heard it with great temper, and in ft dad of reproaching 
them for deferring him, laid, that if they had not prevented him he 
fltould of himfelf have* propofed what they deftredj that although he 
was not able to difeharge the whole of their arrears, they might be al­
lured he would punctually acquit himfelf of all his obligations whenfoevet 
his better fortune fliould retdrn; and, as a proof of his hncefity, he 
offered to deliver up to them the greateft part of his elephants, camels,, 
horfes. and other military effedts, which they received at a valuation in

part of what he was indebted *o them. ■
The next day thefe officers fent meflengers to the |pnfederates, 

fome offering to take fervtce, others de firing to pafs through then 
ports: but the Indian allies, who had for fome time regarded the whole 
of the enemy’s baggage as a booty which could not elcape them, befi­
tted  to comply with their requeft j and the Morattoes particularly, 
who fcarcely rate the life of a man at the value of his turban, were 
averfe to the granting of any terms which might hinder them hone 
exerting their fibres to get the fpoil, being periuadsd that, if hoiti- 
lkies were carried on to extremity, their activity would acquire 
much the largeft fliare of it. The Englifh frijftrated fhfcle ciucl. 
intentions, by determining to give their own paffports, if the rift 
of the allies perfifted in refofiog, upon which they confented to.

give theirs likewife. ' * ■ .
Accordingly flags were planted on the banks of the v tveri Spa ..ole*-

roon, as a fignal to the enemy’s troops that they might pafs over m fecu- 
rity. Two thouiand of Chunda-faheb’s heft hoffe, ana i $°° Sepoys, 
loined captain Clive at Satruavaram j others went to the ivlyfoi cans; ver y 
few to the Nabob: the troops of Morawa and Madura, and other in­
dependent bodies, returned'into their'own countries. On the 4th day 
not a tent was Handing in the ifland j and there remained with Chanda-
faheb no more than 2000 horie and 3000 foot, who took flicker id the

..... , pagodas
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375 2, -Pagoda of Seringham : atnongf .the foot were ipop Rajpouts, who,
W "v from a motive of religion, undertook to defend the inward temples 

•againft all intruders. The French battalion, with 2000 Sepoys, ilmt 
themfelves up in Jumbakiftna, giving.-out, as is the cuftom of that na­
tion, that they intended to defend themfelves to the laft extremity.
They preferred this to the other pagoda, becaufe its outward wall was 
in a better- condition, and-if- smaller extent belter proportioned to the 
number of their troops.

The artillery of Tritchinppoly and the allied army furnifhing no 
■ more than three pieces of battering cannon,, a train was ordered 
.from Devi Cotah; and to lofe no opportunity of increasing the enemy’s 
diifrdfo before it arrived, major Lawrence on the 18th of May, the 
fame -day that the French withdrew into the pagoda, quitted dispell at 
Chuckleya-pollam, and encamping oppofite to it on the blind, immedi­
ately threw up, an entrenchment from one river to the o th e r a t  the 
fame time Momck-jee with the Tanjorih.es moving from the eaftward, 
took polidiicn of Chuckk-va-oolbni ; and the army at Snmiavaram " 
quitting that poh, encamped along the northern bank of the Coleroon.
The. My forearm remained, as before, to the weft of the city.

.But-although, the obftacles which, now furreunded the en,eir.y were 
difficult fo be overcome, they were -hot abiblutely infurmountable. The 
troops in Jumbakiilna outnumbered thofe in the major's camp two to 
one, and both the rivers 1 welling often at this feafen of the year.
Mr. Law might force his. way through it before any fuccours could 
come from the main Sand: iffuccefsful irrthis attempt, he might, as 
loon as the rivers began to fall, crofs the Caverj at fome pafs farther to 
the eaftward, before captain Clive’s divifion would be able to pafs the 
Coleroon, as this being the deeper channel, does not become fordable 

> again fo.foon as the other : .lie might then by hafly marches make his 
way good to Karieal, narraiTed indeed in his rout by Myforeans and 
Morattoes, who, unlbpporteu by the Englifh troops, would probably 
make few vigorous, efforts againft a comp,.# body of European' infant: / 
provided with a weU-nppointed train of artillery: but fuc’h a plan im­
plied an option of difficulties not to be ejrpe&ed. from troops difpirked

5 ' . , ' b7



by ill fuccels, and commanded by officers of .no great talents; nor docs 175?. 
it appear that the French ever entertained any thoughts of carrying it ’
into execution. They flattered themfelves in their irrefolute councils, 
that Mr. D ’Auteuil would make his way good into the ifland, notvvith- 
ftanding this attempt was now become more difficult than ever; and 
they hoped, with the fupplies he was bringing, to protrad the defence 
of the pagoda to the end of jtine, at w hich miie .drips were expi t*„d at 
Pondicherry with a coniiderable reinforcement of troops from France ; 
however, for fear of the word, Mr. Law determined to take fuch mea- 
fures as he thought would place the perfon of Chunda-faheb out of 

danger.
Deferters informing the Englifli how much tire enemy’s future re- 

folutions depended on the arrival of Mr. D ’AuteuU’s convoy, it was 
determined to make another attempt againft that reinforcement; 
but as it was reported that they were in poffeffion of all the forti­
fications at Vol-kondah, it was thought neceffary, if poffibie, to bring 
the governor over to the Nabob’s interelf. A  letter was written to him 
full o f promifes: the man changing Tides with fortune, anfwefed, 
that although he had permitted Mr. D ’Auteuil to take up his quar­
ters in the pettah, he had not fuffered him to take poffeffion ei­
ther of the ftone fort, or the fortifications of the rock ; and that if any 
troops were fent to attack the French, he would affift to deftroy them.
About the fame time Mr. D ’Auteuil, preffed by the repeated follicita- 
tions of Mr. Law, quitted Vol-kondah, and to conceal fome other plan 
gave out that he intended to retake the fort of Utatoor. 'Such an 
opportunity of attacking him was more to be relied on than the pro­
mifes o f the governor, and captain Clive inarched againft him without 
delay.

He left a ftrong garrifon in Pitchanclah, and in his camp a number of 
troops fufficient, by well contrived difpofitfons, to prevent M t. Law from 
fufpefting the abfence of the force he took with him, which confided of 
100 Europeans, 1000 Sepoys, and 2000 Morattoe horfe, with fix field 
pieces. They let out on the 27th of May in the evening, and arrived 
before morning at Utatoor, where they fhut themfelves up in the fort all

11 h ' that
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' 7 7J 2. that day and the eafiiing night., in hopes that Mr. D’Aufeuil would in- 
u~v— J advertently come near enough to give them an opportunity of falling up­

on him on. the plain before he.could regain Vol-kondah, He did in­
deed advance within feven-miles of Utatoor; hat either from ibme ru­
mour, or fiifpidon,. his-courage failed him ou a fudden, and he took .the 
refutation of returning in great hafte to the place from whence he came.
Captain Clive was no foon# informed of his retreat than he fee out in 
purfoit of him, end early in the morning font the Morattoes before, 
inftru&ing them to keep their main body out of fight, and to endeavour 
to harrafs and retard the enemy’s march with fmali parties, fuch as. 
might bemiftaken for detachments fent only in queft of plunder, and 
prevent them from fufpediing any thing more. Some, of them came 
up with the enemy in the afternoon, within a league of Vol-kondah, 
and armtfed Mr. D ’Auteui! fo well, that he, hoping to entice them, 
within reach of his fire, wafted feme time in making evolutions j but 
greater numbers coming in light, he began to fufpedt the ftratagem, 
and forming his men in a column with two field pieces in front, re­
treated. By this time the whole body of Morattoes came up and ho­
vered round him until he reached Vol-kondah, where he drew up 
between the mud wall of the pettah and the river Valarru, which was 
almoft dry. Soon after the Sepoys, who formed the van of the Englifh 
column, appeared outmarching the Europeans at a great rate; 6oo of 
them had, in tbs enemy’s fervice, ftormed the breaches at the afiauit of 
Arcot, and having fince that time been employed in the Englifh fer­
vice in' fevered actions under the command c-fi captain Clive, entertained 
no final! opinion of their own prowefa when fupported by a body 
of Europeans. Tftef'e men no fooner came within cmnon-fhot of 
the enemy, than they ran precipitately to attack them, without re­
garding any order. They received the fire of the enemy’s cannon, 
and m'ufketry, which killed many of them, but did not check- the 
reft from rufhing on to the pufh of bayonet. The Morattoes, ani­
mated by fuch art example, galloped acrofs the river, and charging the 
Banks, increkfed the confufion, which the Sepoys had made in the 
center. The attack was too general and impetuous to be long refitted,, 
and the enemy retired hattilv through the barrier into the pettah,,

where
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whcrs they be-ah to make teOtaoce agato by firing over the mod wall, l y i ^  
1 1 4  thne the Europeans came up, and nffiruking the burner, toon .

, ' forced . h« way and put the enemy to flight a fuoud tune, who

r £ r z  t  X  s a m e
r r —  lu h V I iin g  Udders, in an unguatded pa, 
t, _ate in fpke of the garrifon, and let m then ftllow fugitnco.
This2 pafled whilft the Eoglifh tropps, cautious of *l

n r
gate, whi'ft the m u ta ry  u n d e r ^ r  

T Z  S r r l u , icre” “4 n,pte,l to get into the
adjacent rock; hut the governor, who was there in per.on ■
word, that if he petSfted in ufing any vto ence he w o t* 6 r  t j  
fort. In this perplexity, which the nigh, - t e a f « U -  cc 
officers, who unanimouily agreed to furrendet. ihe waite Rag

hung out, and the terms were Icon fettled. U » » % £ £ £ £  d 
ferrets flvjuld be pardoned, that the French com*ufl.oned offices hou d 
not fctVte a gain ft the Nabob for ia months, ana the private men fen.a. 
prifonero'of war at his diferetion. The whole party confined or f oo 
Europeans, of which 3 j  were fingiifh defects, 40= 34°  •
horfeP Their artillery was only three nieces of cannon, but 
found in the pettah three large magazines, which, bendes a variety t 
other military ftores, contained 800 barrels of gun-powder anu ,}|o 
imiHcets. It was known that Mr. D ’Auteuil had with hun a !ai ge iutu 
of t.'oney, but he fecreted great part of it amowgft hr, own baggage, 
which he was permitted to carry away without examination : tie  
troops on both Tides embezzled .part of the remainder: fo that only 
fo coo rupees were regularly taken poffeffion of for the uic 0. the cap- 
tors ; whole booty, cxcluCve of the military (lores, which were 
f,tVcd for the Company, amounted to 10,000 prunes hedmg. d g  
horfemtn and Sepoys were, as ufUal, difarmed apd let at liber ty, . - 
captain Clive returned to his campjvith the reft .h the prr oners.  ̂ ^

; ■ ■ Tri
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j',2. The French at Jumbakiftna were apprized of the march of the troops 
W v  J to Intercept Mr. D ’Auteuil, and had before received from him fuch a 

defeription o f the difficulties which obftrufted his callage as deftroyed 
tiie hopes they had too fondly entertained of this refource}. their pro­
visions iikewife began to fash The ftraits to which they were reduced 
had for feme time been foreieen by Chunda-faheb,'and he had often re- 
prefented to ,Mr. Law the neceffity of making a vigorous effort to extri­
cate themfelves. j but finding that his remonftrances were not heeded, 
the afual fleadinefs of his mind began to fail him. and he gave way 
to an anxiety, which increasing with the profped of his diflrefifes, 
greatly impaired his health. At the fame time Mr, Law was 
not a little follicitous about the fafety o f a perfon o f fitch great import­
ance, whom his own irr delate conduct 1 .ad brought into the dangers 
which now furrounded him. He thought, and perhaps juftly, that if 
Cinmda-faheb fhould be obliged to Surrender, the Nabob would never 
agree to fpare the life of his rival; and from the prejudices of national 
animofity, he concluded that if the Englifi . got him into their power, 
they would not with-hold him from the Nabob’s refeotment: he there­
fore fuggefkd to his ally the necefhtyof attempting to make his efcape, by 
bribing Some chief of the confederate army to permit him to pais 
through his quarters. Chunda-faheb, fenfible of his defperate fxtuation, 
confcnted to try his defperate remedy  ̂ forced by the feverky of his fate 
to make an option on which his life depended, when every choice pre.- 
fented almoft equal danger. The Nabob was out of the queftion j the 
Myforeans he knew would make ufe of him as a means to oblige the 
Nabob to fulfil the agreements he bad made with them, and the Mo- 
rattoes would fell,him to the bigheft bidder of the two: the Polygars 
were not ftrong enough, nor were their troops fituated conveniently to 
favour his efcape. There remained the Tanjorines; thefe had formerly 
received injuries from CHunda-fahsb, and more lately had feen their ca­
pital befieged by him ; fo that had their troops been commanded by the 
king in perfon, it would have been as abfurd to repefe a confidence in 

, them as in any other of the allies: but it was known that their general
Monack-jee was at open variance with the prime minifter, who had on

all,
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aU occafions prevented the king from diftinguifliing him with thole 1752. 
marks of gratitude his military fervices deferved. It was therefore '~"v '
thought not irnpraflkabie to feparate the interefts of the general from 
thofe of his foverergnj and this feeble glimmering ray of hope was fol­
lowed, only becaufe no other prefented itfelf.

Monack-jee received the overture, and carried on the correfpondence 
with fo much addrefs and feeming complacence, as induced Mr. Law 
and Chunda-faheb to think they had gained him over to their intereft: 
a large fum of money was paid, and much more, with every other 
advantage he thought proper to ftinulate, piomifed: but the hour Chun­
da-faheb was to deliver himfelf into his hands was not fixed, when 
on the 31ft of May the battering cannon arrived from Devi Cotah, and 
Mr. Law received a fummons to furrender at diferetion. Monack-jee 
now ading as a friend, fent at the fame time a meffage advifing Chunda- 
faheb to come over to him that very night, knee, if he delayed to make 
Ins efcape before the Engiifh advanced nearer' the pagodas, which they 
were preparing to batter, his paftage to Chuekleya-poUam, would after­
wards be fubjebt to infinite rifques.

In order therefore to prevent the English from taking any fufpicions 
of this important resolution before it was carried into effed, Mr. Law, 
not unfagacioully, made ufe of the higheft fpirit of rodomontade in 
his anfwer to major Lawrence. He talked of defending the pagoda un­
til the laft extremity, unlefs he was permitted to march away with all 
the troops under bis command wherever he pleafed ; inlifting likewife, 
that no learch fhould be made after any perfon under his colours. On 
thefe conditions he was willing to deliver up one half of his artillery,

As foon as it was night, Mr. Law himfelf repaired privately to Mo- 
nack-jeeh quarters, where, amongft other precautions, he demanded, 
that a conkderable hoftage thould be delivered before Chunda-iaheb 
put himfelf into Monack-jee's power. To this the Tajorine anfwered 
with great calmnefs, that if any' intentions of treachery were en­
tertained, no hoftage would be a check to them ; and that by giving 
one, the fecret would be divulged, and the efcape rendered impracti­
cable. He, however, took an oath, the moll facred of all to an Indian 
foldier, on his fabre and poniard,, wifhing they might be turned to bis

own
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^ •22^ 5?.. own cielVuuion if he faih.d in hi- engagements, which were to fend 
away Chunda-faheb as. foon as he came into his quarters, withanefcort 
vi horfe, to the French fetttement of Karical. At the fame time a 
Tanjoi'inc officer cffiirccl Mr. Law that he was appouned to com­
mand the 'eicprt, and fhtwui the paliankin and other preparations which H ■ ' f , were intended for the journey. Mr. Law and the officer then repaired to a
choultry, where Chnnda-fchcb hrnfeif, with a few attendants,'waited 
the refillt of the conference. As Lon as he had heard it related, he pro­
ceeded with the Tanjorhu' to Monack-jeeV quarters, where, inftcad of 
the dcort he expected, he was met by a guard patruiing for him, who 
carried him: with violence into a tent, where, they immediately put him 
into irons,.

The news' was inftantly communicated to the Nabob, the Myfo- 
h.uU and Moiattot, and kept d im  up all night debating on the fate 
o f the prifoncr. The next morning they repaired together with Mo- 
nackjee to major Lawrence’s tent, in whole prefence they held a council.
Each of them infilled that Chuuda-Llieb ought to be be delivered to 
liimfelf, fupporling the demand with the fupciior importance each 
thought he tore in the general caufe-*, but Monack-jee firmly refufed to 
give hit pric tout of his own hands* The major had hitherto remained 
filent, but fit ding that the diflention was irreconcileable, propofed that the 
Englifli Ihould h*ve die care of him, and keep him in one .of their fet- 
.liements. They were all of them averfe to this feheme, and broke up 
the conference without coating to any refolutioij; the three competitors 
in high indignation againft one another, and againft Monack-jer, who 
had moreover the mortification of feeing that the .treachery he had com­
mit.go was fo far rvoni being acknowledged'as a lervice rendered to 
the general caufe, that the Myforcan, t,he Morattoe, and perhaps the 
Nabob, wiffi&i in the bottom of their hearts that Chunda-faheb had 
not oeta ta-~en, fince they had not the difpoihl of hkn in their own 
power. •

I.umcdian :y after the conference, major Lawrence fent another fum- 
•050118 t0 Mr- Law, mote peremptory than the former : for a decifsve an- 
fwei was demanded befere upon the next day 5 after which his % s  of 
fuice vv uii be fired upon; and it the batteries once began to play, it

5 - was
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was declared that every man in the pagoda fliould be put to the *75::.
/* *>Ivvord,

He had already been informed of the fare of fife ally, and had heard 
a rumour of the defeat at Vol-kondah, but this be did not intirely give 
credit to when convinced of it hv the report of one of his own officers 
who had feen Mr. D ’Auteui! in the Englifh camp, he defired a perfonal 
conference with major Lawrence, which, after -feveral raefLges, was 
agreed to be held the next day,

He began, by afferting that the peace which exifted between the two 
crowns, entitled him to exped from the Englifh every mark o f confukra- 
tion for the French troops, fince they were, now left unconnected with 

tA-’.ft any powers contending in the Carnatic, by the difperfion of Chunda-Ia- 
heb’s army, and the imprhonment of its leader; he therefore expe&ed 
that the Englifh would, inftcad of ailing as enemies, contribute as allies 
to facilitate the retreat of his army into the French fettlemems- 
Major Lawrence replied, that he adieu in the conference only as 
the interpreter of the Nabob’s intentions, with-whom the Englifii 
were in clofe alliance; and as a juftifieation of the Nabob’s conduit, 
produced a letter in which Mr. Dupleix had declared that he 
would never ceafe to poifue him whilft a Engle Frenchman remained 
in India.

After feveral other altercations, which produced little change in the 
l;-'*' terms fir ft propofed, the capitulation was figned. It was agreed 

that the pagoda of Jumbakiftna fliould he delivered up, with all the 
guns, ftores, and ammunition : that the officers fliould give their parole 
not to ferve againft the Nabob or his allies: that the private men of the 
battalion, Europeans, Coffreet and Topaffes, tbould remain pnfoners, 
and that the deferters fliould be pardoned.

The troops with captain Clive were then ordered to rejoin the 
major’s dm'fion, and the next mown,tug, before break- of day, captain 
Dalton marched with 250 chofen men, who halted, beating their 
drums at ah abandoned out-poft within piftol-fbot of the Walls of 
J umbakiftna, whilft the major remained not ftr off with the reft of the 
xooits, drawn up ready to prevent the effeit o f  any treachery; but none

was-



1752. was intended : for Mr Law foon rame out with fotne of his officers,
W v“ “■* and conducted the detachment into the pagoda, where they formed with 

their backs to the gate, oppofite to the French troops, who immediately 
flung down their arms in a heap, and far rendered prisoners. The 
whole confided of 3 5 commifliori officers, 725 battalion men bearing 
arms, befldes 60 ikk and wounded in the hofpital, and 2000 Sepoys: 
their artillery were four 13 inch mortars, 8 cohorns, 2 petards, 31 pieces 
of cannon, of which n  were for battering, moftly 18 pounders, and the 
reft field pieces: they had likewife a great quantity of ammunition, 
ftores and carriages o f all forts in very good condition. The pagoda o f 
Seringham was foon after delivered up, and the horfe and foot who had 
taken refuge in it Offered to pais away without moleftation j but the 
100c Rajpouts refuted to quit the temple, and threatened their vi&ors 
to cut them to pieces i f  they offered to enter within the third wall: the 
Englifh, in admiration of their enthuflafm, promifed to give them no pc- 
cafioti of offence.

Thus was this formidable army, whofc numbers two months before 
were nearly equal to the confederates, reduced, without a battle, more 
effectually than it probably could have been by what is generally efteem- 
ed a total defeat in the field. The foldier who regards his profeffion as 
a fcience, will difeover examples worthy of his meditation, both in the 
ahfiirdity of the enemy’s choice of their fituation, and in the advantages 
which were taken of it. It is indeed difficult to determine whether the 
Englifh conducted themfelves with more ability and fpirit, or the French 
with more irrefolution and ignorance after major Lawrence and captain 
Clive arrived at Tritchinopoly.

Still the fate of Chunda-faheb remained to be decided before the fuc-* 
cefs of this day could be deemed complete, Tire anxiety which Mo- 
nackjee carried away from the conference in major Lawrence’s tent was 
encreafed every hour by the meffages and prppofals he received. The 
Myforean promifed money, the Nabob threatened refentment, and Mo­
ran-row, more plainly, that he would pay him a vtfit at %he head of 
6000 horfe. Terrified at the commotions which would inevitably foi- 
o » , if he gave the preference to any one of the competitors, he faw no 
method of finiflsing the conteft but by putting an end to the life of his

5 prifoner;
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prifoner > however, as the major had expmled a defire that the .Eng- 1752. 
jifb might have him in their pofTeffbn, he thought it neccftary to know w ’v "-# 
whether they feriaufly expected this deference, and accordingly, on the 
fame morning that the pagoda furrendered, went to the major, with 
whom he had a conference, which convinced him that the Englfth were 
his friends, and that they were refolved not to interfere apy further in. 
the difpute. He therefore immediately on his return to Chuckley- 
apollatn put his delign into execution, by ordering the head of Chun- 
dadahcb to be tlruck off.

The executioner of this deed was a Pitpri, one of Monack-jee’s re­
tinue, referved for fuch purpofes. He found the unfortunate victim art 
aged ujar», ftretclu d on the ground, Trqm whence the infirmities of fick- 
pefs rendered him unable to rear himfelf. The afpedl and abrupt in- 
trufion of the afiaflin inftantly fuggefted to Chunda-faheh the errand on 
which he was fent. He waved his hand, and defired to fpeak to Mo- 
nack-jee before he died, faying, that he had fpmething of great import­
ance to communicate to him: but the man of blqod giving no heed to 
his words, proceeded to his work, and after {tabbing him to the heart, 
fevered his head from his body.

The head was immediately fent inro Tri-chinopoly to the Nabob, who 
now for the ftrft time faw the face of his rival. After he had gratified 
his courtiers with a fight of it, they tied it to the neck of a camel, and 
in this manner it was carried five Mines round the walls o f the city, at­
tended by a hundred thoufand fpeftators, infulting it with all the obfcene 
and indecent invedives peculiar to the manners of Indoftan. It was af­
terwards carefully packed up in a box, and delivered to an cfcort, who 
gave out that they were to carry it to be viewed by the Great Mogul a£
Delhi} a practice generally obferved to heighten the reputation of the 
fuccefsful caule: but then* is no reafon to believe that it was ever carried 
out of the Carnatic.

Such was the unfortunate and ignominious end of this man. The 
many examplfjof a fmilar fate, which are perpetually produced by the 
contefts of ambition in this unfettled empire, have eftablifbed a pro­
verb, that fortune is a throne; and therefore he who falls in fuch con­
tefts is only reckoned unfortunate, without having the odium of rebellion

l i  or
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1752- '.or. treachery charged on his memory, unlefs he uppofes the fovercigo 
u ^rW of fovereigns the Great-Mogul; all the reft is reckoned the common 

courle of politics: for there is fcarcely throughout the empire a Nabob 
who has not an open or latent competitor. It therefore only remains 
to fpeak of the private character of Chunda-faheb, in which he is gene­
rally acknowledged to have been a brave, benevolent, humane and ge­
nerous man, as princes go in Indoftan, His military abilities were 
much greater than are commonly found in the genera’s of India, info- 
much that if he had had an abfolute command over tire French troops, it is 
believed he would not have committed the miftakes which brought on 1 
his cataftrophe, and the total reduction of his army.

But fignal as thefe fucceffes were, they were fo far from being the 
means of reftoring tranquillity to the Carnatic, that in the very principles 
which, produced them were intermixed the feeds of another more dan­
gerous and obflinate war; and this the Nabob had the anguifti to know, 
whilft he was giving the demonftrations of joy expected from him on 
fucceffes which appeared fo decifite.

E nd  of the T  h i it i> B o o k ,j
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F O U R  hundred of the French prifoners were lent under an 1752, 
cfcort to Fort St. David 5 and the reft, together with the ' - v - '  
artillery and ftores taken at Jutnbakiftna, were carried uuo 

Tritchinopoly; after thefe and Come other neccffary difpotitions were 
made, major Lawrence re prefen ted to the Nabob the neceifity of ids 
marching without delay at the head of the confederate army into i>,
Carnatic, where it was not to be doubted that the reputation of 
their late fuccefies would contribute greatly to reduce inch for- 
treffes as were in the interefb of Chunda-laheb, and facilitate the eita- 
b’ ifhment of his government over the province, from which he had 
hitherto received neither revenues nor afliftance. The Nabob acquiefced 
in this advice, but continued for feverat days to fhew an unaccountable 
backwardness, as often as he was preffed to put it into execution, 1 he 
inconfiftency of this conduit perplexed all but the very few who were 
acquainted with the caufe; and the Engiifli had no conception of the 
difficulties which with-held him, when, to their very great aftoniih- 
ment, the Myforean explained the my ft cry, by refufmg to march until 
the city of Tritchinopoly with all its dependencies was delivered up to 
him i for fuch was the price he had ilipulated with the. Nabob for his 
afliftance.

They had both, for every reafon, agreed to keep this important article 
% profound fecret 5 but the JVJyforean had either not been able to conceal 
it from the fagacity of his fubfidiary the Morattoe, or perhaps had made 
the agreement by his advice. It is certain that the Morattoe had all 
along projected to turn it to his own advantage at a proper occafion : ex­
cepting thefe principals, and their in;mediate fecretaries, not a man in 
the province had any idea of it. Great therefore was the general fur- 
prize and anxiety when it was made public.

I i 2 1 he
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, _ 2. The Nabob finding diffimul-itian no longer of any iervice, conicfied 

v~v ‘w  the truth when major Lawrence demanded an explanation of it j pro- 
teliing that his extreme,diftrefs alone had extorted a promise from him 
which the Myforean himfelf might very well know was totally out of 
his power to perform. Trkchinopoly, he faid, was the Oreat Mogul’s, 
and himfelf only a viceroy, appointed to govern it during the pleafute 
of that great prince : that the rclig'ntng of this important place to the go- 
verninentof an Indian king, would involve both-himfelf and- the Eng­
lish in continual wars with the whole Mogul empire. In fhert, firmly 
refolved at all events not to part with the place, he propofed to am.ufe the 
regent with a further promife of delivering it up within two months ; in 
which time he hoped, by collecting' the large arrears due from the Ar- 
cot province, to repay the expeaces which the Myforeans had incurred 
by afiifting him, As a palliative for the preterit, he meant to give up 
the fort of Madura with its dependencies, which include a very large 
diftrid. Thefe terms he thought a full and ample recompence for all 
that the regent had done far him, more efpecially as the redutiio'n of 
Chunda-faheb g power had been an efiential advantage to the interefh of 
the Myforeans as well as to his own, Major Lawrence, whole power 
was confined to the operations of the field, watted for inftrudions from 
the proficiency, who received at the fame time applications from both 
pt rties, felting forth, as ufual, the fubjed in a very different manner.
They prudently determined not to interfere in the difpute, unlefs vio­
lence fihquld be ufed againft the Nabob; and profeffing great fricndfirlp 
to the Myforean, they ffrenuoufly recommended to both parties an ami­
cable adj'uftment of then-differences.

But thefe.'■ differences continued with great warmth; and in the long 
debate on this (object, Moran-row conduced himfelf with fo much 
feeming impartially, that he was chofcn, with equal confidence on both 
ficks, to be the mediator between them ; and the time being fixed for the 
Cor Terence, became one evening into the city in great date, accompa­
nied by two com miT, ties deputed by the regent: they proceeded to the 
Nabob’s palace, where captain Dalton, as commander of the EnglUh ,

■ garrifon, was pA-fent.

The
4
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^  The ulual ceremonies being over, the Monttoe with great deliberation 1752.
and propriety enumerated the many obligations which the Nabob owed 1 
to the regent. He painted in lively colours the diftrefsful ftate of his 
affairs, when the regent genefoufly undertook his caafe ; at which time, 
although nominal lord of a country extending from the river Pennar to 
Cape Comorin, he really poffclTed no more of this great dominion than 
the ground inclofed by the walls of Tritcbinopoly, where he was clole- 
ly befieged 'by a much fupenor and implacable enemy. He appealed to 
the Nabob for the truth of v hat he afTcrted, and then demanded in 
form the delivery of the city and territory of Tritchinopoly, in coftfe- 
quence of the. folemn agreement he had made with the Myforean, 
whieh he produced figned apd leak'd.

The Nabob, who expected this harangue, acknowledged the favours 
he had received, and faid, that he was refolded to fulfil his engagements: 
but that being at this time in polTeflion of r.o other conliderable 
fortified town, it was impoffibie to remove his family, which was 
very large, until he had, by reducing the Arcot province, got a 
place proper for their reception : he therefore demanded a refpite of 
two months, at the expiration of which he promifed to fend orders to 
his brother-in-law to deliver up the city. The Morattoe highly com­
mended this resolution ; and after fome other vague d'fcourfe, he 
fignified an inclination to fpeik to him in private, and delired the 
ccmmilfanes to withdraw. As foon as they and the reft o f the 
audience, excepting captain Dalton, were retired, changing his 
countenance from the folemnity of a negociatcr to the fmile of 
a courtier, he told the Nabob, that he believed him endowed 
with too much i’enfe to mind what he had faid before thole two 
ftupid fellows, meaning the commiftaries: you rneft likewife, faid he, 
think that I have too much difeernment to believe you have any 
intention of fulfilling the prcimfe you have now made. How could 
you jmfwer to the Great Mogul the giving up lb conliderable a 
part of h r dominion to fuch infignificarit people : it would be the 
htgheft abfurdity to think of it. Thefe you may be allured 'are my 
real fentiments, whatever my private intereft may induce me to fay 
to the contrary in public. The Nabob was not a little delighted'to find

2 him
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*752* hil» in this difpofition; for it was his refentment more than the regent’s 
'"~v 1 that he dreaded j and immediately made him a prefent of a draught on

his treafury for 50,000 rupees, promifing much more if he would re­
concile matters, and divert the regent from infilling on the letter of the 
treaty. This the other allured him he would do, though nothing was 
faither iron, his intentions. He was 111 reality the moft1 improper perfbn 
that could have been chofen to adjuft the difference. His views were, 
firfi: by ingratiating hinffeif with the Nabob, to perfuade him to admit 
a large body of Morattoes into the city as the beft. means of deceiving the 
regent .into a belief that lie really intended to g5ve it op according to 
his promife j and tbefe military umpires would have been inftxu&ed to 
feixe on any opportunity that might offer of (educing or overpowing the 
reft of the gam Ton } and if  this iniquitous /chenoe fucceeded, Ik; intended 
to keep pofivllion of the city, which he had formerly governed, for him- 
(ell. If there (houldbc no opening for this plan, he determined to pro- |  : . " 
tradl the dispute as. long as .poffihlc by negotiations, during which he 
was fure of being kept irt pay by the Myforean, and did not doubt of 
having the: add refs to get confiderabie prefents from the Nabob, When 
this double ■ dealing (Tiould be -ximifted, hepurpofed to make the My fo­
re an declare war, knowing that he had too great an opinion' of the Mo- 
rattoeK to carry it on without continuing them in Jhi& fervice.

Tfie appreheniipns of an immediate rupture obliged the Englilh troops, 
who had.proceeded on the 16th of June as far as.Utatoor, to return on 
tlie 18th toTritchinopoly, for the Myforean had even threatened ro at­
tack. the Nabob if he offered to march out of the city in cider to join 
his European a dies, as he had promtled, Their appearance, more than 
their remo,Frances, produced an accommodation for the prefect. The 
Nabob made over to the regent the revenues of the ifiand of Seringham, 
and of fcveral ether diftritfs, impowering him to coiled them himfclfj 
ptomifed again to deliver up Tritchinopoly at the end of two months* 
and in the mean time agreed to receive 700 men, provided they were 
not Morattoes, into the city. On thefe conditions the Myforean 
agreed to siTffr him with all his force to reduce the Arcot 
province. Neither fide gave any credit to the other, hut both 
expe&ed advantages by gaining time. The Nabob knew that an

2 > mimed i-
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immediate declaration of war, would effectually flop the progrds of 1752* 
his arms in the Carnatic, where he hoped to gain feme fignal advantage, ' *-“**
whilft the regent delayed to commence hofflitie.s again ft him; and the 
regent wiffed for nothing fo much as the departure of the Nabob and 
the Englifla battalion, that he might carry on his fchemes to furprize 
Tritchinopoly, which he knew their prefence would render in­
effectual. The excufes he made when preiled to march fuflici- 
ently explained his intentions; and to froftrate them, 200 Euro­
peans with 1500 Sepoys were placed in gartilon in the city, un­
der the command of captain Dalton, who was iqftru&ed to take every 
precaution againft a forprize.

The battalion, now reduced to 500 men, together with : 500 Se­
poys, began their inarch on the g'8th of June, accompanied by the Na­
bob at the head of 2.000 horfe: thefe, with about the fame number of 
Peons left in Tritchinopoly, were all the force he commanded, for none 
o f the numerous allies, which he few a&ing in his fervice a few days 
before, remained with him. The Tanjorines had rendered too great itr- 
vices to be refufed the permiffion of returning home; and the troops 
of the Polygars were not obliged to add out of the diftriOh of Tritchi­
nopoly. The Myforeans and Morattpes remained in their encampment 
to the weft o f the city, placing a detachment in Stringham Pagoda, 
o f which the Nabob had permitted them to take poffeffion.

The weaknefs to which the Nabob’s force was reduced by this fatal 
centeft, and the apprehenflon of full worfe confequences from it, de- 
ftroyed the hopes which the Engliff had entertained a few days before,, 
of carrying his arms in triumph againft Velore or Gingce. Their late 
fuceefs, inftead of infpiring exultation, ferved only to imbitter the fenfe 
of their incapacity to reap any advantages from it. They marched away 
more with the fallen,neis of men defeated, than with the alacrity of 
troops fluffed with victory; and proceeding without any regular 
plan, for their future operations, they followed the high road until they 
came to Vol-koncfeb.

Here they halted for fome days, whilft the Nabob negociated with 
the governor, who refufed to deliver up his fort, but took the oath o f  
allegiance, and paying 80,000 rupees as a confideration for the arrears that

were-
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