
1752. were dae from him, gave Security fqr the punctual difcharge of the re- 
»v~w' vcnuc3 Gf  hjj. ffiftrift in future.

From hence the Nabob detached his brother Abdul!wahab Khan 
1 with xooo horfe to Arcot, appointing him his lieutenant of the coun­

tries t'o-tbe north of the river Pa!wr; and the reft of the army march­
ing by Verdachiilum, proceeded to Tnvadi, where they arrived on the 
6 th of July, and found a ganifon of French Sepoys in the-pagoda, who 
furrendertd on the firffe fummocs. The troops then encamped in the 
neighbourhood, and major Lawrence leaving the- command to captain 
Gingcrt, went .for the recovery of his health into Fort St. David. This 
place was no. longer the feat of the presidency, which, by orders from 
England, bad been removed, two months before, to its ancient rdidence 
at Mad raft.

The death of Chunda-faheb, and the capture of Seririghant, ftruck 
the inhabitants of Pondicherry with the deepeft coafternation; for ex­
cepting thofe who received advantages from their employments in the 
war, few bad ever approved of the ambitious views or their governor, 
and fewer were perfomilly attached to him. The haugbtinefs and arro­
gance of his fpirit difgufted all who approached him : he exhibited on 
all occafioas the oriental pomp, and marks of diftin&ion, which he af- 
ftimed as the Great Mogul’s viceroy in the countries (both of the ICrift- 
na j infomuch that he had more than once obliged his own countrymen 
to fubmit to the humiliation of paying him homage on their knees.
This domineering intolence had created him many enemies, who, with 
a fpirit of malice common to violent prejudices, were not forty to find 
their own fenfe of his romantic schemes juftified by the late lignal dif- 
nfters, which they hoped would deter him from proiecuting them any 
farther. But they did not know the man: difficulties and difappoint- 
ments, inftead of depreffing him, only fuggefted the neceflity of exert­
ing himfelf with more vigour. And indeed his plain of gaining vaft 
acquifitions in the Decan had been laid with fo much ftgacity, that the 
fucceffes o f bis arms to the northward already b.dlanccd the difgrace 
they had fuffered at Seringhatn.

in the month of February of the preceding year, SaSabat-jing the 
new Soubah, with the French troops under the command of Buftey, &
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quitted the country of Cudapah where the unfortunate Murzafa-jing 1752.
had been killed. On the 15th of March they cams to Kanoul the ca- '” ~v W  
pita! of the Ptrail Nabob by whole hand that prince was fiain, and it was 
determined that the city iliouid atone for the treachery and rebellion of 
its Lord. The place was originally well f or t i f i edbut finte it had 
been in the pofleifion of Pitans, thefe people, is avaricious as they are 
brave, had fovforjd the defences buth of the town and its citadel to fall 
to decay}’and the river which runs dole to the city, Had lately carried 
awav 200 yards of the wall j there were 4000 Pitansdn the place, who 
•attempted to defend this entrance j but not accuftomed to the fire of 

. held pieces, were eaiiiy put to flight: they retired into the caftle; 
feveral parts of which were likewifc in ruins j and the French troops, 
animated by their fuccefs, and led by Mr. Kerjean, a nephew of Mr. .

. Dupleix, ftormed it, with great vivacity, where the breaches were rnoft 
practicable j by which time the army of Saiabat-jiog came tip, and' 
affifted with good will in putting all the garrifon to the (word s 
many of the inhabitants were likewife ntafiacred. The wife of the late 
Nabob and her two fons were made prisoners.

The French doubtlefs intended, by the unmerciful (laughter which 
they made at the taking of this city, to ipread early the terror 
of their arms, through the countries- in which they- were:going toefta- 
blifh themfelves, where no European force had eve before appeared : 
and in order to raifg an opinion of their good faith-add juftice, equal to 
the reputation of their prowefs. Mr. BuiTey, immediately after Kanoul 
was taken, obliged Salabat-jing to fat tie the fortune of Sadoudin Khan, 
the infant fori of Murzafa-jing, their late ally and Soubah. Fie received 
the inveftiture of the government of Adoni, which had been the patri­
mony of his father, and as a juft reparation for the treachery that caufed 
his death, the territory of the Nabob of Cudapah, who planned the cor- 
fpiracy, and of Kanoul, by whole arm he fell, were added to the fovc- 
reigoity of the ybnng prince, which by the -French accounts produced j 
all together an annual revenue of near a million of pounds fterling. An 
example of generofity, which, if true, could not iali to rail'e admiration 
in a country, where the merits of the father are Sb feldom of advantage 
to the diftrefles of the ion.

K  k The
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*752. The army then 'crofled the Kriftna, between which and Gob 
» v-w Konjdah were ported 25000 Moratfoes, employed by Gagy-o-fein Khan, 

the eldert brother of Salabat-jing, and generaliiHino of the empire, to 
oppole their paflage towards the city. They were commanded by Ba~ 
lazarovv, the principal general of the Nan&h, or king of tjli the Morattoc 
nations, A negotiation enfued, and the Morattoes, having hitherto re­
ceived nothing from Gazy-o-din Khan, who was at Delhi,', were eafily 
perfuaded, with fomc ready money, not only to retire, but alfo to make 
an alliance with the prince they were fent to oppofe.

Nothing more remained to obfiradfc the padage .of the.army, which 
entered Gol-Kondah in the proceflion of art eaftern triumph on the ad of 
April. Salabat-jing was acknowledged Soubah without oppofition, and 
went through the ceremony o f fitting on the Mujmd or throne in p*b- 
lic, and of receiving homage not-only from his. own immediate of­
ficers, but alfo from molt of the governors of the neighbouring 
countries.

The fervices which the French battalion had rendered were now 
amply rewarded. A prefent fuppofed to be 100*000 pounds rterling 
was. given .to, the commander in chief, the other .officers like wife received 
gratuities, and that of an enfign, amounted to 50,000 rupees’. The 
monthly pay of a captain, befides the carriage of his baggage furnifhed 
at Salabat-jing’s expence, was fettled at 1000 rupees, of a lieutenant at 
500, of an enfign at 300, of a ferjeant at 90, and of a common fcldier 
at 60 rupees. 1  he policy of Mr. Dupleix, in taking pofiefiiou of Mafu- 
Kpatnam, was now mr.nircrtcd by the facility with which the army at 
Gol-Kondah was fupplied with recruits of men, ibres and ammunition 
from that port, *

In the mean time, Gazy-o-din Khan had obtained from the minirtry 
at Delhi a comrnifHon for the Soubahihip of the Decan, and the rumour 
of an army inarching, by his orders towards Brampour, determined Sa- . 
labat-jing to proceed immediately to Aurengabad. He left Gol-Kondah 
in the beginning of May, and during the rout, intelligence was received 
that fevers! principal men in the city had declared againft him, and 
Shanavaz-Khan, who had been the prime minifter of Nazir-jing, and 
had. ever fence his reconciliation with the French after the death

of
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of that prince, accompanied the camp, now found means to efcape out 1752. 
o f  it, and went dire&ly to Aurengabad, where, he contributed not a little '*"v 
to inflame the minds of the people again ft Sakbat-jing, describing him 
as a weak and infatuated prince, who had cifhoncured the Mogul go­
vernment, by Aibjecting himfelf, and his authority, to the arbitrary will 
o f a handful of infidels, who grafped at nothing lefs than the fbvereignty 
o f half the Mogul empire, under pretence of giving affiflance to the 
rightful lords.

Thefe reports were too well founded not to make an impredion, and 
the confequences of them -were fo much apprehended, that Salabat-jing 
did not think it fafeto appear in fight of the capital, before he had afted 
the dale but pompous ceremony o f receiving from the hands of an em- 
baffador, find to be lent by the great Mogul, letters patent, appointing 
him viceroy of all the countries which had been under the junfdiftioa 
of his father Nizim-al-muluek, The man, no doubt as fictitious as the 
writing;’, with which he was charged, was treated almoft with as much 
reverence as would have been paid to the emperor, whom he'pretended 
to reprefent. The prince himfelf, accompanied by the French troops, 
advanced a mile beyond the camp to meet him j and the delivery of the 
letters was fignified by a general difeharge of all the cannon and muske­
try in the army, after which he fat in (late to receive homage from his 
officers} Mr. ButTy, as the firft in rank, giving the example. The 
army then continued their march to the city, where they ar­
rived on the 18th of June; and found that their appearance, and *
the reputation of the Mogul’s favours, had fuppreffed whatever 
commotions might have been intended. A  few indeed knew for 
certain that Gazy-o-din Khan had received the corntniflion aflumed 
by his brother, and was preparing to afisrt it at the head of an 
army; but the voices of thefe were loft a mid ft the clamours o f a 
populace,, impatient to fee a Soubah of the Decan, once more making 
liis jefidence in their city, which had been deprived of this advantage 
ever fince the death of Nizam-almnluck.

The entry into Aurengabad was more dpi end id and magnificent, than 
that which had been made at Gol-Kondah : and the city merited this 
preference, being, next to D.lhi, the moft populous and wealthy in

K k 2 the
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l y f l  the Mogul’s .dominions: its inhabitants, when the Soubah is there, are 
u—^ w  coirjpUtcd at a .million and a'half of iapb. The French had a conveni­

ent quarter aligned them, to which Mr. Bully ftri&ly obliged the troops 
to confine themfeives, left the difp.arity of manners fliould create broils 
and tumults which might end fatally.

In the month of Auguft, Salabat-jing exhibited another ceremony to 
a mule the people, receiving a delegate from Delhi, who brought, as was 
pretended, the Serpaw or coft, with the fword, and other fymbols of lo­
ve reign ty ... which the Great Mogul fends to his viceroys on appointment.

-Butby this time, Ratazarow appeared again at the head o f 40,000 men, 
ravaging the neighbouring countries. Battles and negotiations fu.c- 
ceedcd one another alternately during the reft of the year, and until the 
end of May in the next, without producing either a decifive victory, or 
a definitive treaty. T he Morattoes would in more than one adtion have 
been fuccefs'ul had not the French, battalion, and their field pieces, re- 
pulled their' onlets. Thefc.fervices gave Mr. Bully ‘upreme influence 
in the councils o f his ally, which, on hearing of the decline of Chunda- 
laheb’s afi fits atTritchinopoly, he employed to obtain a commifiion, ap­
pointing Mr. Dupleix Nabob of the Carnatic, notwithstanding that 
Chunda-faheb was flil! alive j this, with ft vcral other pompous patents, 
was font to Pondicherry, and Tlabat-jing promifed they (houldfoon be 
followed by an embaflador from the Great Mogul,

Mr, Dupleix publilhed theft: mandates and marks of favour to awe 
the’Carnatic, aftonlfhed and rendered wavering by the cataftrophe of 
Chur^ft-faheb t nor were thele lus only relources. H<5 had been-early 
apprized of the difeontent of the My for cans* at Tritchinopoly, and was 
ih-eady deeply c-ngv.gc'd in fomenting their defection, * T h e annual 
fhips from France arriving at the time Mr. Law furrendered, brought a 
large reinforcement to Pondicherry,, which he incrcafed, by taking the 
labors, and fending Laicals on board to navigate the fhips to China.
Thus armed, and relying on no vain expeditions, the difafters at Se- 
ringham were ,b far from inducing him to make any propofals of ac­
commodation -either to the EtiglifL or the Nabob, that he immediately 
dtfeovered his intentions of continuing the war, by proclaiming Raja-

, faheb,
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' '"y  fahebj the ion o f  Chunda-faheb, N abob o f  the province, in virtue o f  the 

pretended authority invefted in himfelf. and by ordering a body o f  500 

men to take the field.
M ahom ed-all) felt more Icvcrely e e r y  day the bad consequences c-f 

his promife to  the M yiorean, for none bur the raofr inGgnificanl chiciaia 
th e province offered voluntarily to acknowledge b .m ; the reft waited to 
be attacked before they made their fubm iffion; and he being little 

{killed in military matters, but deeply fcmiblc o f  the decline o f  Ins 

fortune, conceived a notion, that the E n glilh  troops were capable c f  s s -  , 

ducing the fortrefs o f  G icg e e  } in this perfuafion he requeued >f the 

prtfidency in the m oil prefling terms to render him this ihrvice, and they 
w ith  too m uch cornplaifance <iet||mined to give him  the fotisffi&ion ot 

feeing the experim ent -tried, notwitliftanchug that major Law rence went 

to Madrafs on purpofe to reprefent the improbability o f Succeeding in the 

attempt.
Accordingly on the 23d of July, major Kineer, an officer lately ar­

rived from Europe, marched with a o o  Europeans, «500 Sepoys, and 

600 o f  the N abob’s cavalry, and the next day. fumm oned V iik p .ra m ,. 

a fort tw elve  miles to the north o f  T riva tli; it (urrenderec; without 

m aking .any refinance. Proceeding on their m arch, they fopnd 
difficulties increafe } for the country 10 miles round Gtngee is inclofed 

by a circular chain o f  mountains, and the roads leading through them 

ate ftrong pafles, o f w hich  it is necellury that an at m y attacking th* «

place ihouid be in pcffeffion, in order to keep the com m unica­

tion open. M ajor. K ineer’s force being- much too final! to afford 

proper detachments for this fervice, he marched on w ith the whole 
to G ingee, w here he arrived the 26th. T h e  garrifon was ium - 

moned to iurrender, and the office;, aniwered w ith Civility, that he 

kept the place for the king o f  France, and' was determined to defend if.

T h e  troops were in no condition to attack it j for by lqme unaccountable 
preem ption, they had neglected to w ait for two pieces of battering can­

non, w hich were com ing from  Fort. St. David. M r. D upleix no fooncr 

heard that the. E nglilh  had palled the mountains, than he detached 
300 Europeans and 560 Sepoys, with feven field pieces, w ho took pof* 

feflion o f Vickravandi, a tow n fitoated in the high road, and not iar 
t . diihuit ■ .
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1752. diftant from the pafs through which the Englifh had marched; upon 
' k ' which major Kinser, who upon a view of Gingee defpaired o f  reducing 

it even with battering cannon, immediately repailed the mountains, and 
being reinforced by the reft tof  the Nabob’s cavalry, and fome other 
troops from T r  wadi, marched on the 26th of July, with 300 Europeans,
500 Sepoys, a company o f Cbffrees, and 2000 horfe, to give the enemy 
battle.

' f  hey were polled in a tlrong fit-ration. The greateft part o f the town 
was encircled b y  a rivulet, which ferving as a ditch, was defended by a 
parapet, formed of the ruins o f old houfes, and interrupted at proper in­
tervals to give play to the cannon. T h e outward bank was in many 
parts as high as the parapet,: and that part of the village which the rivulet 
did not oound might be e a %  entered but the Englifh neglecting to 
reconnoitre before they began the attack, loft the advantages which they 
might haye taken of thefe ckcuraftatices.

They marched diredtly to the enemy, who, in order to bring on the 
engagement in that part where they were ftrongell, appeared at firft 
drawn up pn the outward bank of the rivulet, but as loon as the field 
pieces began 10 fre, recoiled it with precipitation, .and the arpearancc 
o f fear. The Englifh, elated with the imagination o f their panic, ad­
vanced to the bank, and leaving their Held pieces behind, began the at­
tack with the fire o f their mufketry only. T h e enemy anfwering it, 
both from mufketry and field pieces, and under flicker, fuffered lit­
tle lofs, and did much execution, T h e  company of Englifh CoiTrees 
were firft flung into difordcr by carrying off their wounded as they 
dropped, and foon after took flight; they were followed by the Sepoys* 
and major Kineer in this inftant receiving a wound which difabled him, 
the Europeans began to waver likewlie. The enemy perceiving the 
con full on, detached- 100 o f their belt men, amongft which were to 
volunteers, who, crofting the rivulet briikly, advanced to the bank. The 
viv acity o f this unexpected motion increafed the panic, and only 14 
nadiers, with two enfigns, flood by the colours: thefe indeed defended 
them bravely, until they were rejoined by fome o f the,fugitives, with 
whom they retreated ip order; and the French, finished with'their ’ 
fiiccefs, returned to the village, having, with very little lofs to them-

f. . ' : • , felvcs,
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felves, killed and wounded 40 of die Eivglifh battalion, w h ich  iafiered ^ 7 5 2^ 
in this aftion more difgrace than in any other that had happened during 
the w a r : M ajor K inecr was fo afte&ed by it, that although he recovered 

o f  his wound, his vexation brought on an illnefs, of which he fame time

after died, _ r> i
T h e  troops retreated to Trivadi, and the enem y, quitting Vickravandt, 

retook the fort o f  Vijlaparam , w h ich  they demelilhed. M r. D upleix, 

animated by thefe fuccefles, flight as they were, reinforced them with 
all the men he could fend into the field ; the w hole, confiding of 450 

Europeans, 1500 Sepoys, and 500 M oorifh horfe, marched and encamp­

ed to the north o f  Fort St. David, clofe to the bounds; upon which the 

Englifo and the N abob’ s troops quitted T rivadi, and encamped at 
Chim undelum , a redoubt in the bound hedge, three miles "to the weir 

o f 'S t. D a v id ; here they remained for fome days ina&ive, waiting for 

more troops from M adrafs, where the (hips r o m  England hau brought 
a reinforcement, confiding principally of two companies of Swils, each 

o f  10Q men, commanded by officers o f  that nation.
T o  avoid the rifque and delay of a march by land, one of thefe com ­

panies was im m ediately embarked in Maflboias, the com m on and 
flighted boats o f  the country, and ordered to proceed to Fort Sf. D a ­
vid by fea-j for it was not imagined that the F rench  would venture to 
violate the Eilglifh colours on this e lem en t: but life boats no fooner came 
in fight o f  Pondicherry than a (hip in the road weighed anchor, and 

feizing every one o f  the boats, carried the troops into the town j where 

M r. Dupleix kept them prifoners, and in fifed  that the capture was as 

jufiiiiable as that’ w h ich  had been made o f  his own troops at Se~

ringliam, *
A s Toon as the news o f this lofs reached M adrafs, Major Law rence 

J embarked w ith  the other coiqpahy o f  Swifs, on board o f one o f  the com ­

pany’s (hips, and arrived the 16th o f  Auguft at itort St. D avid, i h e  

next day ha took the command o f  the army, w hich  confiftSd of 400 
Europeans, 1700 Sepoys, and 4000 o f the N abob’s troops, cavalry, and 

Peons, w ith  eight field pieces. T h e  enemy hearing o f his arrival de­

camped in the night, and retreated to Bahoor, and finding them-.
2 * felves
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felves follow ed, the next day w ent nearer to Pondicherry, and encamped 
’ between the bound hedge and V illa io u r , from  whence the com m and­

ing officer lent a letter protefting aguinft the EngK flj, for not refpeding 

dse ten dory of the FTench com pany. M ajor Law rence being inftruded 

!-;y r'v"' P11fidcncy hot to enter their antient limit?, the bound hedge, un~ 

lefs they Ihould fet the example, contented h im fe lf with attacking their 

advanced poll at V illanour, w h ich  they im m ediately abandoned, and 
their w h ole  army retreated under the walls o f  the, town.

1 'hey die wed lb little inclination* to quit this htuation, that major 

Lawrence, imagining nothing w ould entice th em  out o f  it b u ta p erfu a - 

hon that the K nghfii were becom e as unw illing as themfelves to  |  

venture a  genera) engagem ent, retreated precipitately to  Bahpor.
1 he ftratage.m took effedt, not w ith  the • com m anding officer M r,

Kerjean, but with his uncle M r . D upleix, who ordered him to 

socow the Engl iff-), and take advantage o f  their fuppofed fears,

Lhe r.emonftrances o 1 his nephe w  only produced a more peremptory

w obedience to which M r. Kerjean marched, and encamped 1 
votiv.ira turn miles of Bahoor, w h ere major Law rence im m ediately 
made the neceflary difyofitions for attacking him .

't ’he troops began to march at three the next m orning; th e Sepoys 

mimed the firft line, the battalion th e fecond, and the artillery were di~

..den on the flanks; the N abob’s cavalry were flattened to th e  right on 

the other fide o f  a h igh  bank, w hich  ran from  the Enghfh to the ene- 

inys ca m p : the attack began a little before tire dawn o f  day T h e  

Sepoys w ere challenged b y  the advanced polls, and not anfw erin* 
received their hre, w h ich  they returned, and Bill m archin g on 

Came an erig lgah en t with the enem y’s Sepoys, w hich  laded till 

flay-lighr, w hen the French battalion were difeovered draw n up *

thf r riSh t defended , ^  bank, and their left by a large,
pond. T h e  Eiighfli battalion halted to form  their front equal to 

tiVat oi w e  enemy, w h o , during this operation, kept up a brifk 

hre icom eiS flt f ieces ° ‘ cannon, and continued it till the fm a lf arms be­
gan. T h e  acT.on now  became w arm , the E ngitfh  firing as they ad- 

vanceo, and the French /landing their ground until the bayonets met.

*2 ( ' T his
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This crifis of modern war is generally determined in an inftant, and 1752.
■ very few examples of it occur. The company of Englilh grenadiers, 
with two platoons, broke the enemy’s center, on which their whole line 
immediately gave way, and no quarter being expedted.in .fuch a conflict, 
they threw down their arms as incumbrances to their flight. This was 

• the moment for the Nabob’s cavalry to charge, as they had been in­
truded , bur. in dead of letting out in purfuit of the fugitives, they gal­
loped into the camp, and employed themfelves in plunder ; however, the 
Sepoys picked up many of them. Mr. Kerjean, with 13 officers and 
100 private men, were made prifoners, and a greater number were 
killed.; all the enemy’s artillery, ammunition, and (lores' were taken.
Of the Englilh battalion, 4 officers and yy private men were killed and 
wounded.

This victory broke the enemy’s force fo effeduaHv, that Mr. Dttpleix 
was obliged to wait the arrival of farther reinforcements before he at­
tempted any thing more in the field; nor was this the only advantage 
obtained by it, for it checked the rcfolution which the Mylorean had 
juft taken of declaring openly for the French.

The Englilh battalion no fooner quitted Tritchinopoly, than the re­
gent fet about accomplilhing his feheme of furprizing the city, and by 
diiburiing -large fums of money, endeavoured to gain 500 of the Na­
bob’s beft Peons, armed with firelocks. The Jemidars, or captains of 
thefe troops, received his bribes, and promifed to join the 700 Myforeans 
in the garrifon whenever they should rife. Captain Dalton receiving ■
fome hints of the confpiracy, kept ward in'the city with as much vigi­
lance as if he had been in an enemy’s country, and canfed the artillery 
on the ramparts to be pointed every evening inwards on the quarters o f 
the Myforeans, and of the fulpedted Peon's,

Thefe precautions naturally alarmed thofe who had been treating 
with the regent; but ftil! none of them made any dili'overy; where­
upon, at a general review of arms ordered for this purpofe, he diredled 
their flints to be taken out of their firelocks, under pretence of 
fupplying them with foqte of a. better fort. This convincing them 
that their practices were difcoveral, the Jemidars came and con- 
leded all that had pefled, unplormg forgivenefsf each brought the
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J7S2-*' P H ke received, and that of the principal man was 16,000 ru- 
'— v— ' pees. They protefted that they had no view in taking the money, but 

to keep their troops from ftarving, who had fcarcely received any pay 
from the Nabob for nine months > and as a proof that they had no in-* 
tendon of affifting the Myforean in his defigns, they faid, that not one 
of them had removed his wife and family out of the city. Captain- 
Dai ton made tbefh few reproaches, but ordered them to march with 
their troops the'he* t morning'to join the Nabob’s armv’at Trivadi- The i '  
regent finding this fch'ems fruftrated, hired two fellows to (hoot captain 
Dalton as he walked on the ramparts, who luckily receiving intelligence 
of their 'defign a few hours before they intended to put it in execution* 
lent a detachment which took them prifoners in the houfe where they 
had concealed themfelves with their arms. One was fullen, and laid 
little, but the other confefied the whole, and declared, that three more , 
were engaged in the plot, who had undertaken to watch the.gate of the 
palace, and (hoot Kiroodin Khan, the Nabob’s brother-in-law, when lie 
fhould come out on the tumult which the death of theEnglifh command­
er would naturally occafion; but thefe, on feeing the foldiers march to 
the houfe, had made their deape. The regent, when reproached for 
this treachery, denied that he had any knowledge of it. He employed, 
however, Moran-row to follicit the pardon of the ailaffins ; and the 
frieudfliip of the Morattoe being at this time thought very valuable,
Kiroodin Khan granted his requeft, but did not reprieve the men before 
they had g6ne through the ceremony of being fattened to the muzzles 
of two held pieces in fight of the whole garrifon drawn up under arms.
Five days aftet two other Myforeans came to another Jenstdar, who com­
manded 13d ' Sepoys at one of the gates of the city, and attempted to fe~ 
ducc him ; but this-officer, an old and faithful fervant of the company, 
fecured the follows, a ;d carried them to captain Dalton. The articles 
fsgned by the regent were found on them, which leaving no room for 
equivocation, they confeffed the aft, and were the next morning blown 
from the muzzles of two field pieces. This execution (truck fuch a 
terror, that the regent could not get any more o f his own people to un­
dertake fuel , commifiions; and having remained quiet for fome days, 
he at length pitched upon one Clement Pcverio, a Neapolitan, who 

2 • commanded
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' ' ' '  ' commanded a company o f ,Topaftes in the Nabobs fervice, and had 75 •• q
often the guard over the T rench prifoners in the city, Phis man, ti tid­
ing a good deal, went frequently into the camp of the Mv for cans, which 
gave the regent an opportunity of making application to him in pen on.
H e allured Poverio that he had, befides the Mvforeans in garrifon, a 
proiig party in the city, and offered great rewards it he would join them 
on theVtrft commotion. The Neapolitan gave him caufe to believe he 
%vas to be wrought upon, but laid he mu ft fir(l found the diipofition of 
his officers; and on his return he made a faithful report to captain Dal- 
ton of what had paffed. He was ordered to return to the camp the next 
morning with inffruddions how to proceed, and conduced himkl lb dex- 
teroufy, that a few conferences intirely gained him the confidence of 
the regent. Having fettled the plan of operations, he brought to 
captain* Dalton the agreement figned by the regent and himfJf, 
fealed with the great led of Myfbre: it was fpecified, that captain 
Poverio fhould receive 20,000 rupees for himtelf, and 3000 more 
to buy firelocks, in order to arm the French prifoners, who were 
to be let out the firft time his company took the guard over them ; 
he was at the fame time to feize on the weftern gate of the 
city, near which the Mvforeans were encamped, and to hoi it a 
red * flag, on which figna! the whole army were to move, and 

eater the town.
On the day fixed for the execution of this enterprize, all the cannon 

' that could be brought to bear on the Myfore camp were well manned, 
and above 700 mufkeeters, Europeans and Sepoys, were concealed in the 
traverfes and works near the weftern gateway, with a great number of 
hand grenades; the reft of the garrifon was under arms and the Myfo­
reans would certainly have fullered feverely ; but the fears of the N a­
bob’s brother-in-law put a flop to the enterprize. He was apprehen- 
henfive that the attempt might fuccced, and to avoid the rifque, fent a. 

f  meffenger to upbraid the regent, and to acquaint him that the garrifon
were prepared to receive him.

The regent thinking himfelf no longer iafe under the cannon of the 
city, decamped, and fixed his head quarters three miles to the weft- 
ward, at the Pagodas of Warior, which were ‘garrifoned by EnglifU

L I  2 Sepoys;
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^  v 5 2. Sepoys 5 but finding...that captain Dalton had reinforced this poll, he 
"v moved again, ami encamped near Sjeringham.

The mutual diftruft inmafod daily, although the outward appearance 
of Iriendthip fuhfifled j for the regent lent every day one of his principal 
officers to enquire after captam Dalton’s health, in order to have an op­
portunity of difeovering what he was doing. When the two months 
.(lipulated for the delivery of the city were expired, he fent four of his 
principal officers in form to demand the furrender of if j but Ktroodin 
Khan, a man haughty and infofcnt, when no danger was near, dew out 
into a paffio'n, and reproaching the commiflaries with the treacherous 
and chiodefhne practices of their prince, produced the agreement with 
captain. Pbverio, figned and foaled, and then told them plainly, that they 
had-no city to expect, but fhould be paid the money which-the regent 
had diffiurlcd, as foon as the Nabob’s finances were in a better con­
dition.

Ihe regent pretended to he much offended with this anfwer •, how­
ever, after feme confideration, he font his miffifler to lay the accounts 
before the Nabob, declaring, that he was willing to relmquifh his claim 
to. i.richinopoly, provided the money was immediately paid. This- 'Pi " 
appearance, of moderation was only intended toleffen the Nabob’s cha- 
rader with the publish, and to juflify the me Mures he was determined 
to take himfelf > for he was too well acquainted with his drcurttftances, 
to imagine him able to pay fo large a fum, which, by the accounts he 
produced, amounted to. 8,506,000-rupees.

There now remained little hopes of reconciling thc-'difference, which .
Mr. Dupleix' had from the beginning diligently inflamed: knowing that ® 
it was the intereft pi the Morattoes to protradta war,, he addreffed him- 
foil particularly to Morari-rovv, who coi ..ntially received prefen ts and 
letters from him, as alfo from his wife. In thde letters the 
Ertgliffi were reprefented as, a plodding mercantile people, unac­
quainted with the art of war, and not fit to appear in the field, op- 
pofed to a nation of fo martial a genius as the Fre nch; and the fuccefs- 
at Seringham was totally afcribed to the valour and a&ivity o f the Mo- 
rattoe cavalry.

Mbrari- 'fa
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Morari-row having fettled his plan, cafily perfuaded the regent to ac- 7̂ S ^ f 
auiefee in it, and embafiadors were fent to Pondicherry, where a treaty 
was foon concluded, and war reiolved ; Mr. Dupleix prornifing to take 
Xritchinopoly, and give it to the »vly!organs, hr coniequtncc of this 
alliance, Innis Khan, with 3000 Morattoes, was detached horn Seiing-* 
ham in the middle of Auguft, with in ft ructions to join the french, but 
fjrft to go to the Nabob’s camp, and endeavour to get forne money from, 
him; for this objed. never failed to be interwoven in all Moran-row’s 
fchemes. The detachment taking time to plunder the province as they 
marched along, were at feme diftancs from the cost ft when they re­
ceived news of the battle at Bahoor : ftartled at this fuccefs, lords Khan 
halted, waiting for farther inftrudiions from Tntchinopoly; in confe- 
quence of which lie joined the Nabob, with great probations o f 
friendihip and feeming joy at the late event, pretending to lament that 
he had not come up in time to have a fbare in it; and in order to accom- 
pliih his intention of getting money, He did not hefuate to take the oath 
of fidelity to the Nabob.

f  M Major Lawrence, notwithftanding his late fuccefs at Bahoor, did not 
think it prudent to engage in any farther operations, whilft he remained 
in uncertainty of the refolution which thtfe Morattoes. might take; but 
as foon as they joined him, he moved from Port St. David to I rivadi, 
and prepared to employ the remainder of the feafon, before the rains be­
gan, in reducing the country between Pondicherry and the tiver Paliar.
At the fame time the Nabob requeued ihe .prcftdency to fend a forpe to 
attack Chinglapet and Cobelong, two ftrong holds, fituated to the north 
of that river, which'kept in fubjc&ioii a coniiderabie trad o f country, and 
from whence detachments frequently plundered the territory, belonging 
to the Nabob and the company.

Madrafs was able to furnifh.no more than 200 European recruits, juft 
arrived from England, and, as ufual, the refute of the vileft employ­
ments in London, together with 500 Sepoys newly railed, and as un­
experienced as the Europeans. Such a force appeared very unequal to 
the enterprize of laying fiege to ftrong forts; and it could hardly be ex­
pedited that any officer, who had acquired reputation, would rifque it by 
taking the command of them; but captain Clive, whole military

Z life:
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i~$2.. life had been a continued option of difficulties, voluntarily offered his for* 
vice on this occafion, notwiihftanding that his health was at this time 
much impaired by the excels of ins former fatigues.

The troops, with four 24 pounders, marched on the »c?h of Sep­
tember againft Cobelong. This fort, called by the Moors Saudet Bun- 
dar, and fmiated twenty miles fouth of Madrafs, and within mu&et fhot 
of the fea, was built by An'vvar-adean Khan, near the ruins of another 
belonging to the Oftend company. The French got poffeffion of it in 
the beginning of the year 1750 by a ftratagern. A fhip anchored in the 
road, making fignals of diftrefs, and the Moors who repaired on hoard 
were told, that mod; of the crew had died of the lcurvy, and that the 
reft would perifii like wife, if  they were not permitted to come afhore 
immediately, ftnee they were no longer able to navigate the veficl. The 
Nabob’s officer, in hopes of being well paid, granted their requeft j on 
which thirty Frenchmen of lean and yellow phyfiognomies, coun­
terfeiting various kinds of infirmities, were admitted, and having 
arms concealed under their deaths, overpowered the garrifon in 
the night. The fort had no ditch, but a ftreng wall flanked 
by round towers, on which were mounted thirty pieces o f can­
non, and it was garrifoned by 50 Europeans and 300 Sepoys.

The Englifir troops arrived in the evening at an eminence about two 
miles to the weftward, from whence half o f them marched in the night 
under the command of lieutenant Cooper, to take poft ifion of a garden, 
fituated about 600 yards to the loath of the fort. At break of day the 
garrifon detached 30 Europeans and too Sepoys, who advancing to the 
garden unobferved, began to fire through feveral large crevices in the 
gate, which was in a ruinous condition, and a fihot killed lieute­
nant Cooper, The troops were fo terrified by this alarm, and 
by the death of their officer, that they fled precipitately out of 
the garden, and would probably have run back to Madrafs, had 
they not been met by captain Clive advancing with the reft of 
his force, who obliged them, not without .difficulty, and even vio» 
knee, to raity, and return with him to the garden, which the 
enemy abandoned on his approach.

‘ The
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The next day he lent a fummons to the French officer, who 1752. 
anfwered, that the fort belonged to the king of France, and that 
if the Englifh committed any hoftilitiea, his nation would deem it 
a declaration o f war: he therefois expended that they would im­
mediately withdraw; but if th v perliiled, and attacked the place, 
he and his garrifon were determined to die in the breach. I his 
blithering language proceeded from his reliance on a reinforce­
ment of ybo Sepoys and 4.0 Europeans, which Mr. Bupleix had 
detached from Pondicherry to Chinglapef, with orders to the of­
ficer commanding there to introduce them at-di events into Cobelong.
The Englifh the next day began to creft a battery between the 
garden and the Fort, at the diflance of 300 yards from the walls, 
and at the fame time placed a ftrong guard on a rock about 100 

. yards to the left of the battery. The enemy brought many of 
their guns to bear upon the face of the attack, and fired fmartly; 
whit lb it was with the greateft difficulty the Englifh troops could be 
kept to their pods, both Europeans and Seapoys taking flight on every 
alarm: an unlucky ffiot, which ftruck the rock, and with the 
fplinters it made, killed and wounded fourteen men, frightened the 
whole fo much, that it was feme time before they would venture to 
expofe themfelves again, and one of the advanced Gentries was found 
feveral hours after concealed in the bottom or a well

Captain Clive judging that flume would avail more than feverity 
to reclaim them from their cowardice, expofed himfclf continually 
to the hotteft of the enemy’s fire, and his example brought them in two 
days to do their duty with feme firmnefs. On the third, intelligence 
was received that the party from Chinglapet were 'advanced within four v  
miles, on which he immediately marched with half his force to 
give them battle; but they, on hearing of his approach, retreated 
with great precipitation. On the fourth at noon, the battery was 
finifhed, and juft as the Englifh were preparing to fire, to his 
great lurprize, he received a meflage from the commanding offi­
cer, offering to furrender at diferetion, on condition that he might 
carry away his own eflvfts: thefe terms were immediately ac­
cepted, and the Englifh- before the evening received into the place,

where

*
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1752. where it was found that all the effedts of the commandant con lifted of 
' ''~nJ a great number of turkies, and a great quantity of huff commodities in

which he dealt. Befides the cannon mounted on the walls, there were 
found 50 other pieces of the Jargell calibres, which proved to be part of 
the artillery that the company had loft at Madrafs, when taken by Mr.
De la Bourdon nais.

The next morning enfign Jofeph Smith, walking out at day break, 
difcovered a large body of troops crofting a final 1 river that runs about 
half a mile to the weft of the Fort, and concluding that they were the 
reinforcement coming again from Chinglapet, immediately informed 
captain Clive, who inftantly haftened from the fort to join the troops, 
which enfign Smith had already polled in ambufcade amongft the 
rocks and underwood, which commanded the high road. Enfign 
Smith was not deceived in his conjecture; for the commanding officer 
at Chinglapet having received the day before a letter from the officer at 
Cobelong, advifing him that the place could not hold out 24 hours un - 
lefs relieved, determined to make an effort more vigorous than the 
former, and being ignorant of the fur render, intended to fur prize the 
Englifh camp early in the morning. The Nabob’s colours were hoift- 
cd in the fort, and thefe being white, ikirted with green, were at a 
diftance miftaken by the enemy for their own flag 5 which confirmed 
their notion that the place ftill held out} and they continued to advance 
with great fecurity, until the whole party were within reach of the 
troops in ambuicade, who then gave their fire from all fides with great 
vivacity. It fell heavy, and in a few minutes rtruek down too men : the 
reft were fo terrified that not more than half retained even prefence of 
mind to provide for their fafety by flight: the commanding officer, 25 
Europeans, and 25,0 Sepoys, with two pieces of cannon, were taken: 
thofe who fied, flinging away their arms, hurried to Chinglapet, where 
they communicated no final! conflernation, of which captain Clive de­
termined to take advantage by marching with the utmoft expedition 
again ft the place.

It is fit u a ted ao  miles weft of Cobelong, 40 ffuth weft of Madrafs, 
and within half a mile of the northern bank of the river Paliar. The 

v French
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French took poflefEon of it in the beginning of the preceding year, 1752. 
when'their troops marched out of Pondicherry with Chttnda-foheb to '’■ •'•v"— ' 
reduce the Arcot province. It was, and not without reafon, ef- 
teemed by the natives a very ftrong hold. Its outline, excM vc of 
Xome irregular projections at the gateways, is nearly a parallelogram, 
extending 400 yards from north to fouth, and 320 from eaft to 
weft. Tire eaftern,. and half the northern tide is covered by a Con­
tinued fwamp of rice fields, • and the other half of the north, to­
gether with the whole of the weft fide, is defended by a large lake.
Inacceftibk in thefe parts, it Would have been impregnable, if the 
fouth tide had been equally Secure, but here the ground is high, 
and gives advantages to an enemy. The Indian engrn. r, whoever he 
was, that elected the fort, feems to have exceeded the common 

\  reach of his countrymen in the knowledge of his art, not only by 
the choice of the fpot, but allb by proportioning the ftrength of 
the defences to the advantages arid disadvantages of the fituatibn : 
for the fortifications to the fouth are much the ftrongeft, thefe oppefite 
to the rice fields fomething weaker, and the part that is lkirted 
by the lake is defended only by .1 flender walk; a deep ditch 60 feet 
wide, and faced with ftone, a faufte-braye, and a ftone wall 18 feet high, 
with round towers on and between the angles, form the defences to 
the land : nor are thefe a ll; for parallel to the fouth, ea.fi and north 
fades of thefe outward works, are others of the fame kind repeated 
within them, and thefe joining to the flender wall which runs to 
the weft along the lake, form a feccnd enciofure or fortification.
The garrifon confifted of 40 Europeans and 500 Sepoys, ana .15 pieces 
o f cannon were mounted in the place.

A battery, confiding of four twenty-four pounders, was raifed to the 
fouth about 500 yards from the wall, which refilling at this diftance 
longer than was expected, the guns were removed and mounted within 
200 yards, anq from hence ir. four days they made a breach through both 
the outward and inward w all, but ftill it remained to drain and fill up 
the ditches, and even after this a much greater:number than the befiegers 
might have been easily repuked. But the officer, on feeing the Eng­
lish preparing to make approaches to the outward- ditch, imagined

M m  that
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. that he had fufficiently averted the honour of his nation, and
•/-—. j,ung out (he flag to capitulate* offering to give, up the place if the 

garrifon were permitted to march away with the honours of war,
Captain Clive thinking that the rifqut of forming a place Co 
capable of making an obftinate refiftance, was not to be put in com­
petition with the ideal honour of reducing the garrifon to feverer 
terms, immediately complied with the enemy’s propofals, who m  
the gift of Oflober evacuated the Fort, and marched away to 
Pondicherry.

A  garrifon of Europeans and Sepoys, under the command of 
an Englifti officer, was placed in Khinglapet; and fome time after,, 
at the. Nabobs requeft, the fortifications of Coblong were blown up.
The capture of thefe two places completed the reduction of all the 
country that remained unfubdued to the north of the river Paliar, be* 
tween Sadrafs and Arcot.

The health of Captain Clive declining every day after this expedi­
tion,'induced him not only to quit the field, but alfo to take the refold- 
lion of returning to his native country. He left Madrafe in the begin­
ning of the next year, univerfally acknowledged as, the man whofe ex­
ample fir ft roufed his countrymen from that lethargy of their natural 
character, into which they were plunged before the fiege of Arcot j and 
who by a train of uninterrupted fucceffes, had Contributed more than 
any other officer, at this time, to raife the reputation of their arms in.
India.

During thefe fieges, major Lawrence, accompanied by the Nabob, ad­
vanced from Trivadi to Vandewafh. This place, foliated 20 miles to- 
the north of Gingee, was under the government of Tnckia-faheb, who- 
hao, as well as Chundfi iaheb, and Mortiz-ally, married one of the 
fiftci  ̂ of the Nabob, Suodcraily Kban: the widow of this usifortu- ,,
iiate prince, together with his pofthumous and only furviving fon, 
called Ally Doaft Khan, redded with Tuckia-faheb in the Fort. It 
was imagined that a place capable of lending forth fetch pretenders to 
difturb the title of Mahomed-auy, would have been attacked with the 
utrnoft vigour, but the Nabob was in fcch diftrefs for money, that he 
preferred to h-ften to the offers of I uckia-fahcb to ranfem his town and-

fort
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^ s | | ^  fort "from hoftilities. Wbilft an officer deputed for this purpoie was iT p rX ^  
fettling the terms, a cannon Ihot from the fort was by feme accident W v ' 
fired into the camp: The Sepoys, vexed at the negotiation, which dif- 
appointed their expectations ot plunder, feized on this opportunity to 
break it oft; and.under pretence of referring the intuit, rdfhed into the 
Pettah, and broke open the houfes : the poor mrprized inhabitants were 
incapable of making refinance ; but it being apprehended that the gar- 
nfon might Pally from the fort, a party of Europeans were fent to iup- 
pprt the Sepoys. Tuckia-faheb, ignorant of the cable of this fudden 
adt of violence, imputed it to treachery, and ordered his garrilbn to 
fixe at the troops they faw in the Pettah. This brought on farther hofti- 
lilies ; the Englifh bombarding the fort with two mortars, and the gar- 
rifon keeping, up a conftaut fire from their raulketry a rJ. cannon until 
morning ; when a parly enfued, which explaining matters, the troop 
were recalled out of the Pettah, and the contribution was fettled at
300,000 rupees, which were paid the fame day.

The Morattecs during this expedition were continually roaming for 
plunder, which, they took indifferently, as well in the countries acknow­
ledging the Nabob as in the diftri&s of difaffe&ed .chiefs, at the 
fame time that they were doing this mifehief, they expeded to be 
paid, only becaufe they had it in their power to do-more, by openly
joining his enemies.

The army returned from Vandewafh to Trivadi, where they-prepar­
ed to canton tliernfelves during the rainy monfoon, which began on the 
31 ft.of October at night, with the moft violent hurricane that had been 
remembered on the coaft} the rain that fell continually for feveral days 
after laid the whole country under water, and fipread inch a ficknefe 
amongft the troops, as obliged them, on the 15th of November, to re­
tire to fort St. David; which place affording quarters only for theEng- 
lifti, moft of the Nabob’s men, unaccuftomed to'remain' in the field in 
this inclement feafon, left him, and went to their homes.

By* this time the regent.at. Seringham, perceiving that the .Nabob and 
the.English had made fo little advantage of their fuccels at Bahoor, re- 

• covered from the confternation he had been ftruck with by that event; 
and he no fooner heard that they had returned into winter quarters, than

M m  2 he
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. “ e *ent away Morari-row, with all his Morattoes excepting $00, to
Pondicherry and Innis Khan, with thofe under his command, quitted 
tne Nabob at Triyadi in the. beginning o f November, but not without 
having got fome of the money' received at Vandewafh. Mr. Dupleix 
pi orhifed to fend fame Europeans to Seringham, and the regent hoping 
to divert the garriion of Tritchinopoly from making any attempt a.wainft 
bim before thcv arriv«d> pretended, that he had no defign to make war 
with the Nabob, and that Morari-row had left him in confequence 
<]{ a difpute that had arifen on fettling their accounts; but not-' 
.wittihanding' this declaration, his patroles of horfe flopped and ear­
ned to his camp all the provisions that were coming to the city ; 
the effects of tHs hoftiiity were foon feitj end the prcfidency of 
Mad rats, who in consideration of his pretenfions to Tritchinopoly, 
had hitherto declined to take revenge of Ms treacherous attempts 
to get poikfioa o f it, now thought it time to treat him as a de­
clared enemy. . f iN k f ,

In confequence of this refolotion, .captain Dalton on the 23d of De­
cember marched out of the City at ten o’clock at-night, with the great- 
eft part of the Europeans and Sepoys, to heat up his camp, which ex­
tended under the northern wall of Seringham • but the regent*himfeff 
with a confiderable guard remained within the pagoda. An artillery of- 
£ccr with three pieces of cannon was ptevioufly polled on the fouthern 
banK of the Caveri, oppo.fite the pagoda, with orders to create what 
alarm he. could by throwing tliot into the place, as foon as he 
fi.\ou.d hear the tire of the muiketry in the camp: the troops 

- pafled the Caveri atChuckley-apolIam, and then crofiing the ifland 
v u r“ • nS‘ i',i~ bank of the Coleroon, until they came within 3 quar­

ter of a mile of the enemy’s camp, when they halted' in order to refrefh 
them (elves, and to, form for the attack : but on the review it was found 
that no Iefs than 500 of the Sepoys were abfent, having, as they after- 
waids affirmed, inadvertently miff$i the line of march .in the dark ? 
however the reft not appearing difeouraged, it was determined to 
proceed: they were divided into two bodies, they fir ft marched 
• .-nly four in front, being defigned to penetrate through the camp firing 
two to the right, anti two to the left; whilft the other, drawn up in a
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more compact manner, were ordered to halt, as loon as they came '*7 $z \  
amongft the tents, and there remain as a fupport to the fir ft party-, 
who moving on, found the enemy’s advanced guard Eft afieep,

|  and ftabbing them with their bayonets, entered the camp without 
If oppofition, and to the right and ieft began a brifk fire from front to 

rear. The alarm was inftantly fpread, and produced luch confterna- 
tion, that nothing was heard but the Ihrieks of men wounded, 
and the outcries of others warning their friends to fly from the 
danger. The enemy, according to their fenfelefs cuftom, railed a 
number of blue lights in the air, in order to diicover the motions 
of the column, but thefe lights ferved much better to direct thef 
fire againft themfelves; in the mean time thole within the pagoda 
manned the wails, but refrained from firing for fear of killing 
their own people in the camp, who in lefs than an hour were 
totally difperfed; and if the Englilh had brought with them a 
petard, they would probably have forced into the pagoda, and 
have finilhed the war by fecuring the perfon of the regent. Every 

‘f thing being- now quiet, the Sepoys were permitted to take as many 
horfes as they could conveniently lead a w a y and marching foremoft 
out of the camp, were followed by the Europeans in good order j but 
by this time, the Myforeans within the pagoda, finding by the extinfiion 
of the lights, that none of their own army remained within reach, be­
gan to fire fmartly from the walls, and killed and wounded. 20 men, of 
whom feven were Europeans.

The troops reached the city'by day break, when they difeovered the 
enemy returning to the ilhnd, who immediately (truck all their tents, 
and retired into the pagoda. This lufficiently (hewed their pa­
nic j but neverthelefs it was evident that their continuance in the 
neighbourhood would prevent the inhabitants from bringing in 
provifions, of which they began already to fed the want; cap­
tain Dalton therefore determined to bombard the pagoda, not doubt­
ing, that if he could drive the enemy out of it, their fears would 
deter them from encamping again within a night’s march. With 
this view he fent half his force the following night acrofs the 
river, and dillodged them from a great choultry that Hands by 
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, the water fide, diredly oppofite to the feuth-gate of Seringham 5 the 
'— *—-/ building was too feet fquare, and 30 high } a great number .of Cooleys 

were-immediately fet to work, and before morning they indofed the 
choultry with a ftroug entrenchment, and like-wife made a parapet with 
find bags -round the roof, on which two field pieces were mounted. As 
it was not doubted that the enemy would make an effort to recover a 
I oft fo capable of rnofeftir.g them, captain Dalton determined to fepport 
it. with the reft of his force: the bed of the Cavers having at 
this time little or no water, he took pod againft the choultry, on 
the fouthern bank of the river ; where a little wall ferved the 
party as" a- parapet; they had with them four field pieces, which 
might eafily flank the choultry, as the river in this part was only 
400 yards wide: the enemy remained quiet till noon, when having 
fiufhciently intoxicated themfelves with opium, they began to fwarm 
out in great numbers 5 but the field pieces kept them for feme time at a 
diftance, every {hot doing execution. During the cannonade a party of 
the Nabob’s Sepoys eroded the river, and taking poflefiten of a fmali 
choultry at a little diftance to the right of the other, began to fire from 
this untenable poft; upon which a body o f 300 Moral toe horfe 
galloped up to attack them, but before they arrived the Sepoys 
took flight; feveral of them were cut to pieces, and the reft re­
crofting the river, rat; into the city ; the Morattoes, encouraged 
by this fureds, now galloped up towards the entrenchment of the 
great choultry, where they were fuffered to come fo near, that 
feveral of them made ufe of their fabres aerials the parapet before 
die troops within gave fire, which - then • began, - and fecondec! by 
that of the four pieces o f cannon on the other fide of the river,, killed and 
wounded a great number of men and horfes, and obliged the enemy to 
retire in cohfufion: in this inftant an officer unadvifedly took die resolu­
tion of quitting his poll and palled the river, in order to give captain Dal­
ton feme information concerning the artillery : feme of the foldiers feeing 
this, imagined that he went away through fear, and concluding that 
things were worfe than appeared to them, followed bis example, and 
ran out of the entrenchment; which the reft perceiving, a panic feized 
the whole, and they left the poft with the great-eft precipitation, not-
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withstanding they had the minute before given three huzza's, on the 1752.
retreat of the Morattoes: a body of 3000 Myfore horfe, who -were drawn " v
up on the bank, immediately galloped into the bed of the river, and
charging the fugitives with fury, cut down the whole party excepting *
ir  men : flufhed with this fuccefs, they made a path at captain Dalton’s
divifion on the other fide. All theft motions fucceeded one another fo
rapidly, that he had hardly time to put his men on their guard ; more
efpecially as many of them had caught the-panic, from having been
fpedators of the maflacre of their comrades: however fome of the brav-
eft hearkening to his exhortations flood firm by the artillery ; their
behaviour encouraged the Sepoys, who made a ftrong fire from behind
the little wall in their front, which, accompanied by the grape-fhpt. of
the four field pieces,-foon abated the ardour.of the enemy, and obliged
them to retreat, leaving fome horfes, whofc riders fell within 20 yards of
the muzzles of the guns :• captain .Dalton then advanced a little way,into
the lied of the river,, where he remained until he .had colledted the dead
and wounded. Not a man who efcaped could give any reaion why he
quitted his poll, ail of them acknowledging that at the time when they
took flight only one man in the entrenchment was wounded, and that
they had nine barrels of ammunition.

This difafter dimmiflred the ftrength of the garrifon near one half, 
not by the number, but the quality of the troops that were loft;, 
for the killed and difebied were 70 Europeans, and 300 of the beft 
Sepoys, -together with the Lieutenants Wilkey and Crow ; who having 
endeavoured in vain to rally the men, gallantly determined to flay 
in the intrenchment, where they were cut to pieces. No farther hopes 
therefore .remained of driving the regent out of Seringham ; on the con­
trary', it became neceCiry for the garrifon, thus lefiened, to give their 
whole attention to the fecurity of the city; and all negotiations 
between the Nabob and the regent being at an end. captain Dalton 
turned out the 700 Myforeans, differing them to retire peaceably with . 
their arms and baggage: but he detained their commander Gopauirauze, 
the regent’s brother, permitting him however to keep fuch domefticks 
as he thought proper.

wD; But
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^  -*75*. But left; the enemy flbould imagine that he w #  totally difpirited, if 
w v..,w he thou Id remain uudive, captain Dalton determined to make fome 

attempt, which, at the fame time, that it might be executed 
without much rifque, might make them believe he was dill jn ;l 
capacity to a d  in the field. They had a pod about four miles weft 
of Tri-Tinopoly, at a.pagoda-called Velore, where the guard prevented 
the count iy people from carrying' proviGons into the city. The pa­
goda had a fftong (tone wall, and they hud choaked up die great 
gate with mud, leaving at the bottom a wicket, by which onlv one 
man could enter at a time, and this they carefully fhut every evening:
30 Europeans marched in a dark night, and having concealed them- 
Blves in a watercourfe near the gate, a ferjoant of artillery, carrying 
a barrel of gun powder w|fh a -long faufage to it, went 'forward* 
and, digging, placed the barrel under the wicket unobferved, al­
though the centine) was fitting at the top of the gate- fmging a 
raoorifh long”, the explosion not only brought down the mud-work 
but alio blow- up the terrace- of the -gateway, with the guard afleep cm 
it, fo that the foldiers entered immediately without difficulty, and hav­
ing frefh in their memory the loft of their comrades at the choultry,, out 
all the Myforeans they met to the fword. . '*

'The regent,^convinced by this exploit that Amine would be the 
means of reducing rite garrifon, ordered a party of zoo horfe to 

lie on. the plain every night, between the city and the country of the 
Polygar Toudeman, from whence alone provifions wete obtained: they 
feized tome of the people bringing in rice, and according to their barbarous 
cuftom, cut oft their nofes, and Cent them thus mangled to Tr/> 
chinopoiy. I his cruel iy ftruck foefa a terror, that for ibme da vs 
no one would venture to bring in Applies: in order therefore to 
diflodge this detachment, 400 men, Sepoys and Europeans, with 
two field pieces, marched in the evening and took poffeffion of 
the ground where they ufed to pafs the night, the enemy com- 
.>°g up feme time after, did not difeover their danger before 
they  ̂received the fire of the troops, which immediately put them 
to flight, and by their outcries it was imagined they fufifered con- 

' ilderably. , .
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Whatever might be their loft, the furprize (truck fuch Merrdr, that 1752. 
no more linai! detachment could he prevailed on to remain within w *v“"‘'  
reach of the garrifon during the dark nights; and their refufal foggefted 
to the regcnft the refolutioa of dividing his farce, and o f forming « cob-  
ftderable camp between the city and Tondeman’s country, whijft he re- 
mained with the reft at Seringham. A  multitude of people fet to the 
work finished in a few days an entrenchment, with a ftqmt mud wail, at 
a place called Facquire’s Tejte, or the grove of the Facquire, fituated four 
miles to the fouth, and One to the weft of the city ; after which 5000 
horfc and 3000 foot, being nearly one half of the army, and the best 
troops in it, moved tVooa the ifland with their baggage, and pitched 
their tents within this fortification, Tbs effect of this difpofition was 
•loon feverely felt 5 no more grain was brought to the market, the 
/hops were {hut, and the inhabitants began to cry famine, whiift the 
garrifon had the mortification to perceive themfelves incapable of re­
moving the diftreft, being, fines the lots at the choultry, too weak to 
cope with the enemy, in •either of their camps.

Such was the fituatiou of affairs at T ritchinopolf at the end of March ^*75 3* f 
*753' *n the mean time the jundion of the Morattoes enabled 
Mr. Dupleix to make head againft the Nabob in the Carnatic, and 
he had likewife received the fatisfadtion of hearing that his ally Saia- 
bad-jmg had removed a moil dangerous competitor for the Soubaihip, 
by the murder of his brother Gazi-o-din Khan.

This prince having long fent before him many threats and rumours 
of’ his approach to the Decan, at length marched from Delhi j and in the 
beginning of October *752, appeared before Aurengabad at the head of
150,000 men: at the fame time, and by his inftigation, Balagerow and 
Ragogt Bonfola entered the province of Golcondah, with i oo, 00 Mo­
rattoes, Balagerow is known ; andRagogiBonfola wc have feen invading 
the Carnatic in 1740, ten years before which he bad made conquefts 
and eftabliftied the Mcrattoc dominion in fame parts of the province of 
Berar, from whence he invaded Bengal in 1744* Salabad-png and 
Mr. Buffy were at Gokond.ah when they received intelligence of the 
approach of thefe armies, and immediately took the field with their 
utmoft force, and at Beder, a very ftrong fort refs 66 miles north-wed
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*75>  of Gofcdhdah, were met by the Morattoes. Meanwhile Ghazi-o-dirt 
k’~ v w  Khan entered Aurengabad without oppofiticn. He had brought with 

him from Delhi a French furgeon 'named De Volton, who had long 
been principal phylickn to the Great Mogul. This man, Ghazi-o-dtn 
Khan lent forward to Pondicherry, as an envoy empowered by the 
Great Mogul to offer Mr. Duple ix many advantages, if he. would with- 

, draw the French troops • from the fervice of Salabad-jing : and as a 
proof of this commiffion, De Volton was furriifhed with a blank paper,, 
to which the great feal of the empire was affixed. Salabad-jing re­
ceiving intelligence of thefe ffitentions, fet about to fniftrate them by a 
method which could not fail of fuccefs, as it could not naturally be 
impedtedj for he prevailed on his mother, who was at Aurengabad, 
to poifon her ion, his brother-, which Ihe effected by (ending him a 
plate of victuals, prepared, as fhe too truly affiursd him, with her own 
hands. On his death the greateft part of bis army returned to their 
homes > but forne joined the Morattoes at Beder.

Whatfoevet apprehen(ions Salabad-jing might have, that Sche-abeddira 
the fon of Ghazbo-din Khan, at Delhi, would obtain the Soubabfliip- 
of the Decan, and revenge .'the murder of his father; he afeffed to 
fear nothing from him, either as an enemy or a competitor; and 
aflerting with more confidence than ever, that he birafelf was the real 
Sou bah, lent, imthediately on Ghazi-o-din Khan’s death, ar* ethbaffador 
of his own to Pondicherry, who pretended to come from she great Mo­
gul, with a patent,, as Salabad-jing had promifed, con firming Mr. Du- 
pleix Nabob of the countries to. the fouth of the Kxiflna. The man waa 
received with great pomp and refpedt, and fhe patent poblilhed through­
out the province'with much oltenfation.

But dill this tide, fpeciou.s as it might be, furnifhed Mr. Du pleix 
with no money, which in the wars o f Indolhm is of more fervice than 
any tide whatfoever; for the revenues which, Salabad-jing received at 
Aurengabad were continually exhaufted by., the. great army he was ob­
liged to maintain, and the charge of Mr. Bully’s troops alone amour ted 
to 400,000 pounds a year. The diftrefs was as great at Pondicherry } 
for although many chiefs in the Carnatic had without compulfion con­
tributed to fupport, the caufe of Chumla-faheb during hie life, their; 
zeal.ceafed at his death, from their, fenfe. of thy incapacity of his fon
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Raja-faheb, little qualified to profecate a rrnteft in which a man of his 175” . 
father’s abilities had pe. lifted ; and in this time o f ; anarchy and .confu- '
lion, whilfi the authority of no one extended farther than his fword 
could reach, every chief refer ved for bimfeix' whatever revenues he conkl 
col!efl. So that notwithstanding Mr. Dupleix’s title was acknowledged 
by all who did not w ifi we ll to Mahomcd-olly, his power was confined 
to the.diftridts which lie. between Pondicherry and Gingec, an&thefe did 
not /urniih more than 5.0,000 pounds a y e a r : .at the fame time the 
French company, milled by his reprefentations, fent out no more money 
than was neceffary for their commerce, and with pofitive orders that it 
fhould not be^ernployed to any other purpofe. I'hcie diiadvantages 
would probably have reduced the French to ceafe hostilities after, the 
capture at Seringham, had not Mr. Dupteix beeft endowed (and this at 
lead is much to his .honour) with a jcrfeverance, that even fuperfeded 
his regard .-to his own fortune, of, which be had at that time dilhuried
140,000 pounds, and he continued with the fame fpirit to fnrnifh more ; 
but as this refource could not lalt long, and as the flender capacity of 
Raja-faheb rendered him rather a burthen than a fupport to the caufe, 
he dete-mined to make him wiuquifh the title of Nabob, and to give it 
to feme other perfon, from whole weal h, ability, and connexion, he 
might reafonably e.v.pect.cunfidcruhle.refources for carrying on the w«f.
The-man he pitched upon was M irtiz-ally Khan of Veiore, to whom 
he difplayed ah the commitiron.:- he i^d received from Sdabat-jing, 
and difeovered the date of his negotiations with the Morattoes, and 
Myipreans. The -Phouidar, f.nfible that there could not be .much 
rifle • in taking part with fuch an apparent fuperiority, accepted 
the propoftl, levied troops, and tefulved t-> go to ?t udicherry, as four* 
as the journey, might be undertaken without danger. In the mean 
time 50- Europeans were feat from Pondich$r;y to Velere, and 
with their afinlai.ee he formed a: conspiracy with the French piifo- 
-ners in the fort of A root, who were to -rife and overpower the 
English garrifon, which they greatly outnumbered; but a fufp ■ ion pc 
this treachery was luckily avterthned in time to prevent the due™ 
cefs of it, and the prifoners we, e removed in the latter end of Decem­
ber toCiiinglapctt. Thus ended the y-mr 1752 in t’ne Carnatic.
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1753. On the 3d of January 1753, the French, confifting of 500 Europeans,
'— ' /~m> and a troop of 60 lioiie, together with 2000 Sepoys, and 4000 

Morattoes under the command of Moran-row, marched from Val- 
dore, and entrenched on the banks of the river Paniar, in fight of T ri­
vadi : upon which Major Lawrence, .with the Nabob, returned from 
fort St. David to their former encampment at that place. Their force 
confiftcd of 700 Europeans, aoco Sepoys, and 1500 daftardly horfe be- 
kmging to the Nabob. On the 9th the Morattoes, fupported by two com­
panies of Toyaiies in their own pay, advanced with three field pieces, 

and began to cannonade the village o f Trivadi,. The battalion was im­
mediately undo arms, and the grenadiers, with feme Sfepoys, were or­
dered to .attack their gups, which they got pof&i'iion of before the enemy 
had time to fire a fe^nd round: the Morattoes fill remaining on the 
plain, Major Lawrence followed them two miles towards their 
crap , and having as he thought fuffieiently difperied them with 
his field pieces, prepared to return, when they came galloping up 
again furiqufly on all Tides., and fiirrounded him. The foldiers 
preferved their fire till every fhot did execution,.and the artillery 
men behaving with the fame calomel's and refolution lorn beat 
them off, witli the lofs of io o  men killed. Morari-row on his re­
turn to camp reproached the French for their cowardice, in not having 
fin ppm led him in the manner that had been concerted between them.
He continued however with great adlivity to diftrefs their enemies, by 
lending out parties, which prevented the country people from bringing 
provifions to the camp j and this obliged Major Lawrence, when in want, 
to march with his whole force, and efcort his fupplies from fort St.
David. Thefc mkrehes were exeeffivdy fatiguing, and might have been 
dangerous, had the French behaved with the fame activity and 
fpirit as the Morattoes, who never failed to be on the road har- 
raffing, and fometimes charging, the line of march : on the 28th 
of January, in particular, they accompanied the battalion the w h ole 
way from Trivadi to Fort St. David : but difpirited by the lofs of 300 
of their horfes, which were killed by the field pieces in the different 
fkinoifhct of the day, they did not venture to attack the troops as they 
were returning to the camp with the convoy.
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^  Supported as the French were by this excellent cavalry, they might 175-. 
without much rifque have ventured a general engagement j but Mr. '— 'r~mJ 
Dupleix, whdfe eye was always on Trirchinopoly, determined to protr.’dl 
the war or the fea coall as Jong as portable, that the Myforeans might 
not be interrupted from blockading the city. He therefore ordered 
his troops on the Pannar to a (ft intirely on the defenfivc, and to 
ilrengthen their entrenchments} which, with the ufual dexterity of that 
nation in works o f this kind, were fcom cotnpleated and rendered littie 
inferior to the defences of a regular fortress. The Eogiifh prefidency, 
fenfible m  the great rifque of forming fuch works without a fufficient 
body of horfe to cover the flanks of their infantry during the attack, 
follicited the king of Tanjore to fend his cavalry to their affiftance: he 
promifed fair, and a detachment o f Europeans with two field pieces 
marched from Trivodi to favour the jundion ; but they had not 
proceeded far, before they heard that the king had rr called his troops 
to the capital, on a report that the Morattoes intended to enter his 
country,

Difappointed of this afiifiance, Major Lawrence was obliged to re­
main inyflive in his camp, contemplating every day the fituation of the 
enemy, which he had in fight, and "fretting at his incapacity to 
attack them. The Morattoes in the mean time-were not idle; 
their parties were feen now at Trinomalee, _ then at Arcot, then at 
Ch' lam brum, that is, in every part of the province between the river.
Paliar, and the Colcroon. In the middle of February, one of their de­
tachments appeared, flourifliing their fabres, and caracolling within 
mufket fhot of Chemundelum, the weftern redoubt of the bound- 
hedge of St. David : their infolenee irritated the guard, and the ferjeant, 
a brave but blundering man, thinking this an opportunity of diftinguifh- 
ing himfeU and o f getting promotion, marched into the plain with his 
whole force, 25 Europeans, and 50 Sepoys, The enemy retreated, 
until the party was advanced half a mile from the redoubt; when 
they turned on a fudden, and. galloping up Unrounded them in an 
inftant; the ferjeant, not doubting that the firth fire would difperfe 
tL.m, gave it in a general volley, which did fome execution ; but before 
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J 753^ {ke troops could load again, the Morattoes charged them impetuoufly 
iword in h a t b r o k e  the rank, and every horfetfVa tingling out a par­
ticular man,cut them all to pieces. Ina&ivjty or retreat in war is never 
m Indcftan imputed to prudence or ftratagem, and the fide which 
ceates to gain fucceffcs is generally, fuppofcd to be on tire brink of ruin.
Sucfr were the notions entertained of the army at Trivadi, and they ’ 
were indufinoufly propagated by Mr. Dopldx, in order to encourage 
];is new ally Mortiz-al y to fet up his ftandard in the province. The 
Phoufdar With his ufttal caution firft encamped without Velore, then ad­
vanced fomewhat farther, and at laft, affured %  the Morattoes that they 
would cover his march, ventured to proceed to Pondicherry, where, 
otf turnifldng 50,00.0 pounds for the exp-.nets or the war, he was with 
great-o. aunony ami publick - rejoicings proclaimed Nabob of the Car­
natic,. 'vv. .

But the fathfa&ion he might receive from this exaltation did not 
long. It was propofed that he fhould begin by imitating 

the condtuft of Chunda-faheb, and appear at the head of the 
arm y; this his nature abhorred. On fettling the terms o f  his re­
gency, fo much aiMaftce in money and trroops was expected from 
3)im, and fo little power or advantage offered in return, that he 
found the nabobfhip held on inch conditions, would be of lefs 
value than the independent pofieflion, of his government of Velore.
At the fame time lufpe&ing what he himftlf would infallibly have 
done in a fimilar cafe, he was terrified with the notion that 
Mr. Dupleix would keep him a prifoncr .at Pondicherry, if he 
difeovered Ids averfion to have-, any . farther connexion * with him : 
thefe fentiments did not efcape the' fagacity_ of Mr. Dupleix; but 
he had too much good Jenfe, not to fee that fuch a breach of 
faith would probably determine the enemies of Mahomed-ally to 
make their peace on any terms with that prince. He therefore 
conferred to Mortiz-ally’s return, who prpmifing to make war in 

• the -country about Arcof, left Pondicherry in the end of March, 
convinced for A c  firft time in ids- life, drat he had met with a 
more cunning man than himfelf.

« f9 111
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la the mean time, n c military operations parted, excepting the fk»V- 1753. 
mifhes of the Morattoes with the Eagllfh battalion, during three or 
four marches, which they were obliged to make, in order to effort their 
provifions from fort St. David. The French were not to be indeed out 
of their intrench men ts; and Major Lawrence, feeing no Other method of 
finking a' decifive blow, determined to ftorm their camp. The 
presidency fcconded this refolution, by fending 200 Europeans, of 
which 100 were a company of Swifs lately arrived from Bengal, 
to fort St. David; where the battalion joined them; and the whole, with 
a large convoy of provifions, fet out for the lim p, on the fn-fi of April.
The whole body of the Morattoes were waiting for them in light c f  the 
bound-hedge} and behaved this day with more adivity than ever, 
rarely removing out of cannon fbot, and galloping up whenever the in­
cumbrances of the baggage difunited the line of march, and left intervals 
open to their attacks. Thus continually threatned, and often .’faulted, 
the convoy advanced very (lowly. The weather was excefhve hot, and 
feveral men fell dead witls the heat, fatigue, and the want of water,
When within three miles of Trivadi, the Morattoes made a ge­
neral and vigorous charge, furrounding the front of the line, and 
were with, difficulty repnlfed 3 many of their horfes fell within a 
few yards of the field pieces, aftd amongft the (lain was Bazinrow, 
Moran-row’s nephew, the fame who came to captain Clive’s a flirt- 
ance, after the liege of Arcot. His death damped their ardour, 
and they retreated to a diftance. But the work of the day was. 
not yet over; for the troops continuing their march, difeovered within a 
mile of Trivadi, the French troops and Sepoys drawn up on their 
right; the convoy happened luckily to march on the left along the 
bank of the river Candelu, The two battalions advanced again ft each 
other cannonading, until the French coming to a hollow-way, halted 
on the oppoi te fide, imagining that the Englifb would riot venture to 
prf; it under the diladvantage of being expofed to their fire; but 
Major Lawrence ordered the Sepoys and artillery to halt and defend 
the convoy agninft the Morattoes, (till hovering about, and pulhed on 
brifkiy with the man body or Europeans acrofs the hollow way .* the 
enemy, who expected to ' find the Englifh fatigued with a long



i ySV and ’fftrrafling march, were foftartlcd at the vivacity fcf this motion,
«— v-^ that they only flayed to give one five, and then ran away with the ut- 

moft precipitation, leaving the Eoglilh to fthiflb their march without 
farther molcffation. As foon as' the troops were recovered from their 
fatigue.. Major Lawrence .approached nearer the enemy’s camp, within 
a mile of which they had an advanced party, at the village of Carya- 
iiiongalumj the grenadiers and too men of the battalion were ordered 
to attack this port, and Toon got pofleffion of it ; after w hich a battery of 
two eighteen pounders was eredted again# their entrenchments, at the 
diftancc of 700 yards: it was not before this time that the. Englifh per- 
fc&ly difeovefed the ffrength of their works, which confuted of a pa­
rapet cannon proof, with redoubts at proper ditlances, a broad and deep 
ditch, and a good'glacis, defended by 30 pieces of cannon. The battery 
fired for fomc time, but made no imprefllon, and the difficulty of 
getting previiions increafing with the diflance from St, David, it was 
thought proper to d'efift from the attempt, and the army returned 
to Trivadi.

In the mean time, the Morattoes were indefatigable, and being joined 
by a fmalt party from Pondicherry, furprized a fort near Chiliambrum, 
called Bonagerry, from whence fort St. David drew large fupplies of 
grain: capita ih Kilpatrick marched with a detachment to retake the 
place j and upon his approach they abandoned it in the night

Three months ineffectually employed to bring the enemy to a general 
engagement, convinced Major Lawrence of the neceffity of altering: his 
plan of operations. He confulted with the Nabob on removing the 
war to feme other part of the country, in order th draw the French bat­
talion from their prelent impregnable liruation j but it was not eafy to 
determine where they ftiotskl carry their arms; and whilft they were 
deliberating on the choice, fudden and unexpected news from Tritch- 
inopoly refolvcd the difficulty, and left them without an option.

Captain Dalton, forefeeing the diftreffes to which the city would be 
reduced after the'defeat of his party at the Choultry, had often' quef- 
tioneci, Kiroodin Khan the governor, on the quantity of proviuons 
he had in Acre ; who always allured him with great confidence 
that he had luificient to fuppiy the garrifon for four months. For fame

, % time
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time the final! convoys, which got into the city in fpite of the enemy s Jt 753 * 
patroles, balanced the daily confumption made out of the magazines; 
but as foon as the Myforean divided his army into two camps, all tup- 
plies were cut off, and a party of Sepoys, which had been tent into 
Tondeman’s country, were not able to get back. In this halation cap­
tain Dalton infilled on examining the magazines, when to his great fur- 
prize Kirood’m Khan informed him that he had taken advantage 
of the fcarcity, to fell out the provihons to the inhabitants at a high 

! price, not doubting but that opportunities o f replacing them would 
offer, and acknowledged that the (lock remaining was no more 
than fufficient for 15 days: in which time the army at Trivadi 
could hardly receive the news, and march to the relief of the 
city. Exportations were vain, for the rnifehief was real; an
exprefs was therefore lent with this alarming intelligence to Ma­
jor Lawrence, who received it at ten at night the 20th of April, 
and inftantly itTued orders for the troops to be in readmefs to 
march by day break; when, leaving a garrifort of 150 Euro­
peans, and 590 Sepoys, at Trivadi, the reft proceeded to Fort 
St. David, in order to colled the neceffary fupplies o f military 
rtcres.

The want of horfe having hitherto been the principal obftacie to the 
pr ogre Is of the Nabob’s affairs, it was determined to apply again to the 
Icing of Taojoie, and in order to encourage, or if neceffary to awe him 
into a compliance, it was refolved to proceed to Trite hi nopoly, through 
his dominions. The army on the 22d of April parted by Chillambrum, 
and as loon as they croiied the Coleroon, the king deputed Succojee, 
his prime minuter, to compliment the Nabob and Major Lawrence j 
and when they were arrived at Condoor, ten. mites from the capital, he 
defired an interview, and met them half way at one of his gardens, 
where he appeared in great fptendor, accompanied by 3000 horfe, and 
200 elephants in rich trappings. Seeming to be convinced that it was 
his own intcrert to fuppor.t the Nabob, he gave orders to his horfe to 
proceed with him to Tritchinopoiy ; but the next day, after marching 
a few miles, they left the army, promirtng, however to return very foon.

O  o D uring
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- / J v _ during this interval captain Dalton had not been inactive at Tritchi-
nopoty, The enemy's troops at Facquire's Tope were commanded 
by Tirana, the fame general who led the van of the army, when the 
Myfurcans fir ft joined the English detachment at Kifnavaram, where 
captain Dalton had an opportunity of diCovering the little reach o f his 
military capacity, and knowing him to be a very timorous man, parti ­
cularly in the night, he did not doubt that if  frequent alarms were given 
to the camp, the Myforean would, out o f regard to his own f e r i t y ,  1 ‘, 
fend no more detachments abroad to intercept provisions coming to the 
city. For this purpofe he eroded a redoubt, within random cannon idiot 
of the enemy’s camp, but much nearer to the city 3 and when this poft 
was well fecured, and two pieces of heavy cannon mounted on it, the 
guard frequently advanced with two field pieces, and fired into the camp ; 
in the day time taking care to return to the redoubt, as foon as the 
enemy began to move, which they fe te  apprized of by ftgnais from the^  
rock in Trichinopoly 3 but in the night they proceeded with le i cau­
tion, and advanced near enough to throw grape fhot into the camp, the 
Myforeans never once venturing to fend out a detachment to cut off 
their retreat, Encouraged by this proof o f  their imbecility, the party, 
under favour of a very dark night, approached the 15th o f April much 
nearer, and fired 30 rounds o f grape fhot into the camp, from each of 
the field pieces j which created no faball confufion, as appeared by the 
number of lights the enemy failed, and the great uproar they made: 
next day the party had fcarce recommenced their fire from the ufual 
ftation, before they percevicd the enemy decamping in a great hurry 3 
but fufpecling this to, be a feint to draw them nearer in order to cut off 
then tetreat, they continued firing very brifkJy without advancing: and 
before noon the enemy Aruct-c all their tents, and abandoned the camp, 
which the party then took pcileflion of, and found in it a large quantity of 
rice and other provifidns, as alfo fevcral wounded men, who informed 
them, that the cannonade of the preceding night having killed an ele­
phant, two camels, and feveral horles, had (truck Virana with filch ter­
ror, that he determined not to Hand the rifque of another attack. H e I 
however remained to the fouth of the Caveri two or three days longer? 
but on receiving certain intelligence of Major Lawrence’s march, he.

, joined
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joined the reft of the Myforeans at Seri ogham, and the country.people 
ventured again to bring provifjons into the city.

On the 6th o f May, the major arrived in fight of Tritch- 
inopoly, and entered the city without meeting any interruption ; 
for none of the Myforeans preformed to appear on the plain: 
the number of the battalion was greatly diminifhed during the 
march, which was performed at the fetting in of the land winds,, 
when they blow with the greateft heat and violence; beftdes fe- 
verai who died on the road, and others who were fent bacK hck to 
fort St. David, and Devi Cotab, 100 men unfit for duty were 
carried into the hofpital at Tritchinopoly on the day of their ar­
rival : many had likewife deferted; particularly of the Swift, o f whom a 
ferjeant and 15 men went off in one day : lo that the whole, including 
what the garrifon of Tritchinopoly could fpare for the field, amount­
ed, when muftered, to no more than 500 Europeans, who with 
2coo Sepoys, and 1.000 horfe in the Nabob’s fervice, composed the 
army.

As foon as M r. Dupleix was certain what rout they had taken, he 
detached 200 Europeans, and 500 Sepoys, with four field pieces, from 
the camp near Trivadi; who marching by the road of Verdachellum, 
Volkondah and Utatoor, joined the Myforeans at Seringham, the day 
after the Engltfh arrived at Tritchinopoly.

Major Lawrence having allowed the men three days to refrefh thern- 
felves, determined on the xoth of May to pafs over into the ifland, 
and offer the enemy battle, which if they declined, he refolved to bom­
bard Seringham, and cannonade their camp : the Nabob’s cavalry, dii~ 
contented for want of pay, refufed to take any fliare in the adtton. The 
battalion and Sepoys therefore proceeded without them, and fetting out 
at three in the morning in two divifions, arrived at fix at Moota Chelli- 
noor, a village four miles weft of the city, over again ft the head of the 
ifland. A large body of horfe and foot, drawn up on the oppofite fide, 
feemed determined to defend the pafs, but were foon difperfed by the 
firft divif on, and whilft the fecoud was crofting they retreated towards 
the pagoda, from whence the Myforeans no fopner difeovered the Eng- 
glilli forming on the ifland, than they f  warmed out n great numbers,

O o 2 and
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' ^ d257S3 * an<* !‘ K;*r cavalry, led by the Morattoes under the command of Harra- 
came galloping up at a great rate, and making a refolute charge on 

the left of the line, where a body of Sepoys were polled, broke through 
them /word in hand} but the Sepoys feeing three platoons o f Eu- 
ropc .ns advancing to thcif fupporf, behaved with fpirit, and recovering 
t»>i. is gi ound, kept up a hirert fire, which after a fevere daughter repulled 
file cavalry, who made a mail precipitate retreat towards the pagoda, 
expofed to die fire o f ten pieces o f  cannon, eight of which were field pieces 
(ahich accompanied the troops, and two eighteen pounders which captain 
Dal ton had fent to the bank o f the river. By this time Mr. Aftruc, with j
uK: ciench troops and Sepoys marched, up, and lodging the greatefl part 
of them in a water courie, where they were eftedtually flickered, placed 
las cannon, four field pieces, on an eminence, from whence tJiey\nade 

i,rc* I hey were anlwered by the Englifh artillery ; but as it 
was not thought prudent to make a pufli at the water courfe, at the 
idune o f being fallen upon by fuch numbers,of cavalry as covered the 
plain, Major Lawrence, to preferve his main body from the enemy’s 
cannonade, ordered them to take flicker behind a bank, fa that the 
fig.u was .maintained only by the artillery until noon, when a 
puty o f the enemy’s Sepoys, with feme T o  pa lies, took po&ffion 
oi a large choultry to the left of the English line, which they 
began to incommode with the fire o f  their rsniketry; upon 
tins the company of grenadiers, with a detachment of Swifs 
under the command of Captain Poller, were ordered to diflodge 
the Sepoys; which fervice the grenadiers'efLckd with great refold 
tton, and, animated by their fucceft, purfued the fugitives until 
they aifenfibly gained the flank of the water courfe,° where the 
mam body of the French troops was concealed. Thefe, on feeing the 
nanger which threatened them, prepared to retreat, and were ac­
tually on the point o f abandoning two o f their field pieces, when 
captain Policr, who remained with the Swifs at the choultry, and 
com thence could not fee the enemy’s confMon, fent orders for the 
grenadiers to return. Thus was loft one o f thofe critical moments, on 
whicn the greateft advantages in war fo often depend * but without

any
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• any difparagement to the reputation of Polie" whofe orders directing 17^3. 
him only to diflodge the enemy from the choultry, he would have 
been culpable, had he pufhed his fuccefs farther without a fubfequent 
order j which the Major had no reafqn to fend, as from the fituation 
he was in, he could not difcover the diftrefs of the enemy. On the, 
rbtreat of the grenadiers, the French again took poffeflion of the water- 
courfe, and renewed the canonade, which laded till the evening, when 
the want of provi/ions, as well as the eXceffive fatigue which the 
Englifh troops had undergone, obliged them to repafs the river, and 
return to Tritchanopoly where they arrived at to- at night, haying 
without intermiffiori been employed 20 hours either in march or 
adtiom The kfs they fuftained was much Ids than might have been 

: f expeCted, from the fire to which they had bee 1 expofed; for only
three officers were wounded, and two with four private men and a few 
Sepoys killed.

The operations of this day ffiewed that the French troops were 
commanded by; an abler officer than any who had yet appeared at 
their head ; and little hopes remaining of diflodging the Myfbreans 
from the pagado, Major Lawrence gave his .whole attention to the 
means of* fupplying the city with provifions. For ihis purpofe the 
army marched into the plain, and encamped at Facquires Tope, 
within the intrenchment which Yirana the Mifore general had lately 
abandoned, where they lay conveniently for protecting the convoys 
com mg from Fonde man's country; proper agents, fopported by a de­
tachment of troops, were fent to purchafe grain, and at the fame 
time the King o f Tanjore was requeued to collect and fend fup- 
plies. But the Myforean was not wanting to counteract thefe mea- 
lures; he kept an agent both at Tanjore. and with .Tended?an, who 
reprefented, that ii Iritchinopoly ffiould once be provided with a 
considerable dock of provifions, it was not to be doubted' but that 
the Nabob apd the Engliffi wqpld immediately carry their arms 
again into the Carnatic, leaving their allies expofed to the juft fe- 
fentment of the regent, who would not fail to take the fevereft 
revenge for the fervice they had rendered his enemies. This reafoning 

, was adapted to the genius of thofe to whom it was addrelled for
1 the
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W0 W M -  the Indians, never influenced by the principle of gratitude themfelvfcs,
v—v-w  j Q nQt eXpĈ  t0 meet it jn others s and accuftomed, after they have 

gained their ends, to pay no regard'to the promifes they have made, 
they gave little credit to major Lawrence when he affured them that 

« he would never remove from Tritchinopoly, before he had provided 
for the fafety of their countries. Nor did the Myforean negledt to 
employ the refource of money to alienate thefe precarious allies: in 
Ton Neman's country he bribed the chiefs and officers of fuch diftridls 
as lay convenient for furnifihing provisions ; and at Tanjore gained over 
to his iiifereft the prime minister Succojcc, who irnirely ruled the 
King his mailer} however the King, not wholly iHifoliicitcms of the 
confequences, if the English fortune fhould change again, palliated 
his refufal with fpecious pretexts, and wrote to the presidency that the 
enemy’s detachments had already done mifehiet to the amount of
100,000 pounds in his country, where the harveft was now coming on, 
but that as foon as it was gathered he would not fail to give them all 
the afli(lance in his power; this pretended mifehief was no more 
than what all other parts of the country had fuffered from the Morattoes, 
who in their predatory excuriions made no difHndioa between the 
territories of friends and foes.

Thus, notwithftanding no prudent mealare was neglected, the A p ­
plies received were fo far from being fufficient to frock the maga­
zines, that it was with difficulty enough was procured For the im­
mediate confumpticn of the army and garrifon. In this frtuation 
major Lawrence was obliged to remain for five weeks, without having 
an opportunity of a&ing againfl the enemy, who determined not 
to expofe themfelves, until they were reinforced from the fea 
coall.

The French troops in this part of the country quitted their en­
trenchments on the feme day that the major marched from fort St.
L/vid, and a detachment of 200 Europeans, with 300 Sepors, attacked 
the village of Trivadi; but captain Chace, the commanding officer, 
rallying from the fort, repulfed them : feme days after they renewed 
the attack, and were again repulfed by a detachment of 60 Euro­
peans, and 300 Sepoys; who, elated with their fuccefe, quitted the

i . village
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and contrary to their orders marched out into the plain: the J 7 5 3 p j  '  

Morattoes, who were in fight, waiting for <uch an opportunity o 
exerting tbemfelves, in dandy furrounded the party, and charging w,, 
great fury, routed them, and cut - c r y  man to pieces. This lots dil- 
ablins the garrifon from making any more Tallies, the rrencr, teme 
poffeffion of the village, erected a battery, and cannonaded the fort.
The troops within were dill diffident to have made a good defence ; 
but a mutiny arofe, and the lenity of the commanding officer’s temper, 
not permitting him to fee the neceffity of making ieverc examples 
in the beginning, the men, no longer controulable, got poffiffion o 
the arrack, and mad with liquor, obliged him to capitulate, anc 
w ere \ made prifoners of w ar: this misfortune affedted captain Chace 
fo fenlibly, that it threw him into a fever, of which he cued Icon 
after at Pondicherry. At the fame time a detachment of  ̂M om - 
toes, with tome Europeans, appeared before Chilhmbrom, where the 
English kept a ferjeant with a few artillery-men ; who difeovering 
that the governor was plotting to deliver them up to the enemy, 
marched away in the night to Devi Cot ah. Nor was the lofs of thefe 
places and their dependancies the only detriment which the Nabob’s af­
fairs had fudained in the Carnatic j for a number of petty commanders, 
foldiers of fortune, fet up their ftandards, and pretending to be autho­
rised by Mr. Dupleix and Morari-row, levied contributions and com­
mitted violences in all puts of the country. Even Mortiz-ally hearing 
foon after his return to Velore that the Engiiffi did not venture to at­
tack the French intrenchments at Triva ii, and that iritchmopoly was 
hard prefled by the Mytoreans, took courage, and entertaining thoughts 
of affecting the title which Mr. Dupleix had conferred upon him, 
ordered his troops to commit hcftilitiesr in the r.eignnon.hood noa.
Arcot. His force confided of 50 Europeans, with three pieces of can­
non, who accompanied hind from Pondicherry, and 2000 Sepoys, 
j 500 horfe,.and 500 matcblotk Feans,, his own troops. They plun­
dered .all the villages lying near the city without meeting any inter­
ruption •, for Abdullwahab Khan, the Nabob’s brother, and lieutenant 
in the province, an indolent fenfoal man, didipated in his pleafuies and 
upon his favourites mod of the monies he collected, and gave no

attention
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17.̂ 3* attcnticfn to the maintaining of a competent force to fupport his authority; 
encouraged by this negligence, Mortiz-ally threatened to attack the city 
oJ- Arcot itielf, o f which the prtfidency receiving intelligence, directed 
the commanding officer of the fort to join the Nabob's troops with as 
many Europeans as could prudently be (pared from the garrifon, and 
attack the enemy in the field. AbduIIwahab, alarmed for his own se­
curity, with. Some difficulty got together 800 Sepoys, 1000 horfe and 
500 Beans, all of them the very worft troops in the province j they 
were commanded by another of the Nabob’s brothers Nazeabulk, a 
man nearly o f the fame character as AbduIIwahab. This force, joined by 
40 Europeans, 200 Englifh Sepoys, with tv 3 field pieces under the 

command of enfign jofeph Smith, marched out of the city on the 21ft 
of April, and when half-way to Velore difcovered the Phou(liar’s arnu 
drawn up acrofs the road, their right ffieltcred by the hills. It was 
-with great reluctance that Nazeabulla Khan could be prevailed upon to 
attack them, although it was evident they would fall on him, as foon as 
he offered to retreat: enfign Smith began a cannonade, and drove the 
French feveral times from their guns, but a party of 500 excellent 
Sepoys maintained themfelves with much more refolution behind a 
bank, and in feveral attempts that were made to drive them from it, 
moft of the Englifh Sepoys were loft. The enemy’s cavalry feeing 
this, attacked the Europeans, but were repulfed by the grape fhptj on 
which they puffed at Nazeabulla’s cavalry, who took flight without 
waiting the onfet, and foon after his Sepoys and Peans went off like- 
wifc, leaving the Europeans, now reduced to 25 men, with about 40 
Sepoys, forrounded by the enemy. Enfign Smith however kept his 
ground Until night, when his men leaving the field pieces behind, 
endeavoured, as they could, to get back to the city ; but they were dif­
covered, and all, excepting three, were Intercepted ; feme were killed, 
anu the reft, amongft whom was enfign Smith, were made prifoners and 
earned to Velore. Fluffed by this foccefs, Mortiz-ally renewed his 
correfpondence with Mr, Dupleix, and underrooktobefiege Trinomalee, 

ftrong loit fituated about 40 miles fouth of Arcot, in the high 
soad to Tritchinopply, and Mcrari-row moved from Cb ilia m brum ro 
aHift in the expedition, But Mr. Dupleix thinking it of more import­

ance
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