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ance to reinforce the army at Sertngham, prevailed on him to detach 1753. 
3000’ of his Morattoes under the command of In-nis Khan, and joined W v  
to them 300 Europeans and \ 000 Sepoys,

A s:: Icon as thefe troops arrived, the enemy quitted Senngham, ami 
crofting the Caveri, encamped on the plain three miles to the north 
of Facquire’s Tope. Their force now confided of 450 Europeans,
2500 well-trained Sepoys, 8000 Myfore horie, 3500 Morattoes, and 
two companies 0/ Topafies with 1000 Sepoys in the fervicc of the re­
gent; the reft of whofe infantry was 15,000 Peans, armed with match­
locks, fwords, bows and <rrows> pikes, dubs, and rockets; iropt fed 
weapons worthy the rabble that bore them. Major Lawrence had only 
the 500 Europeans, and the 2000 Sepoys he brought with him from 
the coaft but 700 of thefe Sepoys were continually employed in the 
Polygar’s country, to efcort the convoys; his artillery were eight ex­
cellent fix-pounders; of the Nabob’s horfe only 100 encamped with the 
Englifh, the reft remaining under the walls, and peremptorily refilling 
to march until they were paid their arrears.

There are, about a mile to the fouth of Facqitires Tope, fome high 
mountains called the five rocks, on the fummit of which the Major 
always kept a ftrong guard of Sepoys r but he being obliged to go into 
the city for the recovery of his health, the officer who commanded 
.during his abfence negleded to continue this detachment. The enemy 
reconnoitring, and finding this poft without defence, detached in the 
night a ftrong party to take poflefllon of it; and early the next morn­
ing their whole army was difeovered in motion, aftembling under 
floelter of the five rocks, whilft their advanced cannon plunged into 
the Englifh camp; whither the Major immediately returned, but 
found it impofiible to regain the poft: he however kept his ground 
until night, and then encamped about a quarter of a mile nearer 
the city, behind a final! eminence which fheltered the troops from the 
enemy’s artillery; they the next day quitted the camp to the north of 
Facquire s Tope, and encamped at the five rocks. Here they had it in 
their power intirely to cpt off the fupplies ofprovifians coming from the 
Polygar’s country, and to intercept the detachment of 700 Sepoys fent
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j 7|3 . to ofcort them. at the fame time the great fuperiority of their num- 
w ^ w  bcr  ̂ , j(i t?le advantage of the ground they occupied, rendered an at­

tack upon their camp impracticable: but it was evident that if they were 
not foon dill edged, neither the Engliih army in the field, nor the gar- - 
1 lion of the dry, could fubfift long ; to augment the diftrefs, a ftrong 
Ipirit of defertion arofe amongft the foldiery. In thefe circumftances, 
even the moil fanguine began to lofe hope, and to apprehend that the 
city muff be abandoned in order to fave the troops from penfhing by fa­
mine.

The Major had Rationed a guard of 200 Sepovs, on a frnall rock, 
fituated about half a mile fouth-wefl of his camp, and nearly a mile 
north-caff of the enemy’s. Mr. Art rue foon difcoverccMthe importance 
of this poll, which if he could get poffeffion of, his artillery would eafily 
oblige the Englifli to dec -mp again, and retire under the walls of the 
city, where, full more fhtightened, they would probably be reduced in 
a very few days to the neeeffity of retreating' to their kttlements. He 
therefore refolved to attack thepoft, and marched early in the morning, 
on the 26th of June, with his grenadiers and a large body of Sepoys j but 
they meeting with more refiftancc than was expc&ed, he ordered the 
whole army to move and fupport them. The Major, as foon as he found 
the rock attacked, ordered the picquet guard of the camp confifting of 
40 Europeans, to march and'fupport his Sepoys: but afterwards ob- 
ferving the whole of the enemy’s army in motion, he ordered all his 
troops, to get under arms, and leaving 100 Europeans to take care of 
1 he camp, marched with the reft of ins force, which, in Europeans 
did not exceed 300 battalion men, with So belonging to the artillery j 
and he had with him no more than 500 Sepoys; for the reft 
were at this time in the, city endeavouring to procure rice, of 
which none had been fold in camp flu e  the enemy appeared 
oh the plain. W ith this final! force he hailened, as fart as they 
could march, to reach the rock before the enemy s main body. But 
Mr. Afttnc, with the party already engaged in the attack, perceiving 
his approach, made a vigorous effort, and before the Major had got half 
way, the Sepoys who defended the rock, were all -either killed, on 
taken prifoners, and the French colours .immediately hoifted. This

obliged
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obliged the Major to halt, and eonfider what was mofc advifeable to he 1753. 
done in this critical conjuncture, on which the fate of the whole war 
fee tried to depend. There was little time for deliberation: For the 
French battalion were now arrived behind the rock, and their artillery 
from the right and left of i\ were firing upon the Englifh troops; the 
rock i felf was covered by their Sepoys fupported by their grenadiers; 
the whole Myfore army was drawn up in one great body at the didance " 
of cannon-f^ot in the rear; the Morattoes were, as ufual, flying about 
in -finall detachments, and making charges on. the flanks and rear of the 
Efiglifh battalion in order to intimidate and create confufion.

In fuch circum fiances the officers unanimojfiy agreed in opinion 
with their general, that it was fafer to make a gallant pul'll, than to re­
treat before fuch numbers of enemies: arid the ibldiers feeming much 
delighted at this opportunity of having what they called a fair knock at 
the French men on the plain, Major Lawrence took advantage of the 
good difpofition of the whole, and giving clue commendations to their 
fpirit, ordered the grenadiers to attack the rock with fixed bayonets, 
whiift he himfelf, with the reft o f  the troops, wheeled round the foot, 
of it to engage the French battalion. The foldiers received the-orders 
with three, huzza’s, and the grenadiers fecting out at a great rate, though 
at the fame time keeping their ranks, paid no attention to the fluttered 
fire they received from the rock, nor made a halt until they got to the 
top of it; whiift the enemy terrified at their intrepidity, detcended as 
they were mounting, without daring to fta-nd the Chock o f their onfet.
Some of the beft Sepovs followed the grenadiers, and all together began 
a ftrong fire upon the French troops, drawn up within piftol fhot 
below. In the mean time Mr. Afixuc, perceiving that the right flank 
of his battalion would, if it remained drawn up facing the north, be ex~ 
pofed to the Englifh troops,1 wheeling round the foot of the rock, 
changed bis petition, and drew up facing the. weft, in order to oppofe 
them in front. But this movement expofed his right flank to the fire of 
the grenadiers and Sepoys from the rock; by which his troops had al­
ready Coffered confiderably, when the Englifh battalion executing their 
evolution with great addrefs, drew up at puce diredliy oppofite to the 
enemy, at the diftance of 20 yards.
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r/jjj. The French troops were ftruck .with confternaticn upon feeing 
themfeives thus daringly attacked, in the midfl of their numerous allies* 
by inch a handful of m en; and indeed a ftranger, taking a view of the 
two armies from the top of one of the rocks on the plain, could fcarcely 

‘ have ■ believed that the one ventured to difpute a province with, 
the other.

Mr, Aftruc exerted himfelf as a brave and active officer, and with 
difficulty prevailed on'his men to keep their racks with covered arms, 
until the Er.gliih gave their fife, which falling m a well levelled dis­
charge from the whole battalion, and feconded bv a hot fire from the 
rock, together with a discharge of grape (Hot from the firif field piece 
that came up, threw them into irreparable diforder; they ran away with 
the utmoft precipitation, leaving three pieces of camion, with feme am­
munition carts behind them. The Morattoes immediately made a 
gallant effort to cover their retreat by flinging themfeives between, and 
feme of the grenadiers, who had run forward to feize the field pieces, 
fell under their fabres. Animated by this fuccefs, they , attacked the 
battalion, pufiling in. feveral charges up to the very bayonets, and en­
deavouring to cut down the men, who conftantly received them with 
fa much fieadinefe, that they were not able to throw a Angle platoon 
into diforder : at length having fullered much, and loft feveral of their 
belt men by the inceffant fire of the fine, they defifted from their at­
tacks, and retreated to the main body of the Myforeans : amongft their 
dead was Balkpah, one of their principal officers, brother-in-law to Mo­
ran-row, a very gallant man, much efteemed by the Englifh, who had 
often teen him exert himfelf with great bravery when fighting on 
their fide; he had broke his fword in cutting .down a grenadier, when 
another, who was loading his piece, and faw bis comrade fall, ffiot both 
bail and ramrod through his body. In the mean time the French never 
halted until they got into the rear of the My lore army, when their 
officers prevailed on them to get into order again, and drew them up 
in a line, with their allies, from- whence they fired their two remaining 
field pieces with great Vivacity, although the (hot did not reach above 
half way.
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The Major remained three hours at the foot of :i m .ok, In order to J 7 S3j  
give them an opportunity of renewing the fight; but finding that they 
{hewed no inclination to move tpwards him, he prepared to return to his 
camp, leaving them to take poffcffion of the rock again at their peril; 
for fince the lofi of the cop Sepoys that defended it in the beginning 
of the adlion, he did not think it prudent to expofe another detachment 
lo the fame clique, at inch a difiance from his main body. The three 
guns with the prifeners were placed in the center, and the troops march­
ing in platoons on each fide, the artillery was difiributed in the front,
-a r , and intervals of the column. The rear had fcarcely got clear of 
the rock into the plain, When the whole of the enemy’s cavalry fit up 
their fhout, and came furiouily on, flouriiliing their fwosds as if they 
were refolved to exterminate at once the handful o f men that oppofed 
them. 'A hofoever has feen a body of ten thoufand hor-fc advancing on 
the full gallop all together, will acknowledge with the Marefchals Vil- 
lars and Saxe that their appearance is tremendous, be their difeipilne or 
courage what it w ill; and fiich an onfet would doubtlefs have difeon- 
certed untried foldiers; but the enemy had to deal with veterans equal 
to any who have done honour to the Brit fill nation j men convinced by 
repeated experience that a body of weil-difciplined infantryyrauld always 
prevail againfl irregular cavalry, let their numbers be ever fo great. In 
this confidence they halted, and without the leaft emotion, waited for 
the enemy, who were fullered to come fufficiently near before the fig- 
nal was given to the artillery officers: the cannonade then began from 
eight fix pounders, loaded with grape, and was kept up at the rate of 
eight or ten {hot. in a minute from each piece, fo welt directed that 
every (hot went amongfc the croud, as was vifible by the numbers that 
dropped : thisfoon flopped their career, and they flood a while like men 
aftonifhed by the fall of thunder, hut finding no intermiffion of the fire, 
and that the battalion and Sepoys referved theirs with recovered arms, 
they went .to the right about, and got out of reach as fail as they had 
come on, leaving the troops to return quietly to their camp.

Thus was Tritchinopoly faved by a fuccefs, which aftonifhed even 
tbofe who had gained it'; nor was tlie attempt, however deiperate it
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m*Snt feern, juftified by the fticcefs alone,- for as the city would ineyi- 
tabiy have fallen if the Engjifh had remained inactive, fo the lott of it 
would have been battened only a few days if they had been defeated ;

• and major Lawrence undotitedly adted with as much Lig.-u itv as fpirit in 
xilquing every thing to gain a victory, on which alone depended the 
prcfcrvation of the great objed o f the war.

1 The encmy difpirited by their defeat, began fo dilagree among ft 
them Lives; the Myforeans and French reciprocally imputing their "ill 
iuccefs to on® another, and the Morattoes with great reason to both ; 
fbeir partieŝ  appeared left frequently on the plain in the d ,y, and none 
ventured to' patrolc in the night: the Englifh Sepoys in Tondeman’s 
country availing tliemfdves of this interval, quitted the woods, and 
joined the camp in the night, with a convoy of provinces which ‘Ur- . 1 1 j 
niflaed a flock for fifty days. This neceflary objeft being provided for, 
the Major determined to avoid coining again to a general engagement* 
before he was joined by tome troops, which the arrival, of the Slips from 
Europe enabled the prefidency to fend into the held: they were or­
dered to march through the Tanjore country ; and as a body o f cavalry 
was ftiil more neceflary to enable the army to aft with vigour again ft 
an enemy which had iuch numbers, he rdblved to proceed without 
delay to Tanjore, in hopes that whilft he was writing for the reinforce­
ment, the appearance of the army and the reputation of their late fuo 
cefs might determine the king to declare openly, and furrnfh the affift- 
ance of horfe, of which the Englifh flood fo much in need. The pre- 
fence of the Nabob, being thought neceffary to facilitate the negociation, 
he prepared to march, with the army; but on the evening that he in­
tended to quit thfe city, his difeontented troops affembled in the outer 
court cf the palace,3and clamouring declared that they would not fuftir 
Sinn to move, before be had paid their arrears j in vain were arguments 
to convince this rabble, more infolent hecaufe they bad never rendered 
an) effential icrwce, .that his going to Tanjore was the only meafure from 
which they could hope for a- chance of receiving their pay: they re­
mained indexible, and threatened violence ; upon which captain Dalton 
fent a meflenger, to the camp, from whence the grenadier company im­
mediately inarched into the city, where they were joined by too of the
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gamfcn, and all together forcing their way into the palace, they got the 1753. 
Nabob into his palankeen, an&efcorted him to the camp furrounded by w “"v J' 
200 Europeans. with fixed bayonets j the malecontents not daring to 
offer him any outrage as he was palling, nor on the other band was any 
injury offered to them : for notwithftanding fuch proceedings ins more' 
civilized'nations rarely happen, and are jufily efteemed mutiny and 
treafon j yet in Indoftan they are common accidents, and arife from 
fuch caufes as render k difficult to afeertuin whether the prince or his 
army is moft in fault. The Nabob had certainly no money to pay his 
troops} fo far from it that tine Englifh had now for two years furnilhed 
all the expence of their own troops in the field : but it is a maxim with 
every prince in India, let his wealth be ever fo great, to keep his army in 
long arrears, for fear they fhould defert. This apprehenficn is perhaps 
not unjuflly entertained of hirelings colle&ed from every part of a deff 
potick empire, and infentibk of notions of attachment to the prince or 
caufe they ferve : but from hence the foldiery accuffomed to excufes; 
when dldlatcd by no neceffity, give no credit to thofe which are made 
to them, when there is a seal impoffibilicy of fatisfying their demands} 
and a practice common to moft of the princes of Ir.doftan, concurs not 
a little foincreafe this-miftruft in all who ferve them: for on the one 
hand the vain notions in which they have been educated infpirc them 
with tuch a love of outward fluw, and the enervating climate in which 
they are tom  senders them io incapable of refilling the impnlfes of 
fancy ; and on the other the frequent reveries of fortune in this empire 
didhfe fo ihongly the neceffity of hoarding refources againil the hour 
of calamity, that nothing is moie common* than to fee a Nabob pur- 
chafing a jewel or ornament of great price, at the very time that he 
is in the greateft diflrefs- for money to anlwer the neceffities- of the go­
vernment. Hence, inflead of being fhocked at the clamours of their 
soldiery, they are accufiomed to live in explication of them, and it is a 
maxim m their condud to hear them with patience, uniefs- the croud 
proceed to violence 3 but in order to prevent this they take care to attach. 
to th-.ir mterefts fume principal officers with fuch a number of the heft 
troops as may ferve on emergency to check the tumult, which is rarely 
headed by a man ot diftio&ian. But when his affairs become defperate
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i7 ĵ . by the flccefs of a foperidr lent my. the prince atones feverdy for his 
evafjons, by a total deiedion of his army, or by furrin g fuch outrages 
as the Nabob Ms honied-ally would in -all probability have been expo fed 
to, had he not been refcueo in the manner we have described.

As foon as the Nabob arrived in the camp, major Lawrence'began his 
tniu'cb, and in order to :avoid the .enemy's cavalry ft ruck into the thick 
woods, which flirt the plain of Trkihkwpnly to the fouth : the approach 
o f the army feemed to determine the king of Tanjore to furnito the 
a il fiance they were coming to demand; and not to give him any unne- 
cefiary umbrage by proceeding abruptly to bis capital, the Major refolved 
to halt for fotnfe time at a diftance, and encamped at Conandercoile, a 
town in the woods half-way between Tritchinopoly and Taojorfej 
where, at the expiration often days, he received advice from Mr. Talk, 
who had been deputed to the king, that he had prevailed upon him to 
declare openly, and that orders were given to Monack-jee the.general 
to affemble the Tanjbrinc troops. On which the Englifh army pro­
ceeded to Tanjore, 'where it was determined to remain until they were 
joined by the reinforcement expefted from fort St. David.

O f au the Nabob’s cavalry, no more than fifty accompanied him, the 
reft remained encamped under the walls of Tritchinopoly, and a few 
days after the departure of the Englifh army went in a body, and in­
formed atptain Dalton that they intended to go over to the enemy, with 
whom they had made their terms, liefiring at the fame time that he 
would not fire upon them as they were marching off. This, as-he was 
very glad to get fid of fuch a dangerous incumbrance, he readily pro- 
mifed, and they went away uomolefted at noon-day.

The enemy, having now no other immediate-objeft, gave their whole 
attention to blockade the city, which they were in a condition to ejfeft 
without much difficulty; for their fuperiority in Europeans deterred 
the garrifon from venturing without the walls to interrupt their night pa- 
tfoies, as was their cuftom when they had only the Myforeans and Mo- 
rattoes' to encounter, However captain Dalton took the precaution of 
undermining in a dark night the polls of Warriore and Weycondah, 
to the weft o f  the c ity ; the defences of Warriore W e r e  ruined, but iic  
expioiton failed at Weycondah.
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T h e  late fupplics o f  prcvifions being entirely referved for the ofe of J J 57̂  
the garrifon, the mhafotanw w u e  -.kft to provide for thcmfelves, and 
rice was- now fold in the market for h a lf a crown the meal a re, aoout ail 
E ogliih  quart, which was fifteen times dearer tfo n -the common price; 
and - fire-wood was. icarccly to be procured at any rate. 'X tiis teat city> 
foon obliged them to quit their habitations, and in Ids than a -month 

this fpacious city, w hich had formerly contained 400,000 periods, was 
k f t  at molt defolate 5 for the military people who remained in it, io; *i-ts 

and artificers o f  all denominatiom, did not exceed 2000 m en: Ch there 
the N abob’s Peans, as befog capable o f no other ft rvite than to give an 
alarm, were polled between toe outward and inw.uft w a ll; <> n jhum- 
ber was. about 1000: the depovs, 600., were ftationed rout d the 1 im ­
parts, and the Europeans, about 200, were appointed, foir.e togn..>u ,.r  
gates, whilft the reft lay. on their arms every night, in readinds io murcL 

to any quarter where the alarm might be given,
Vigilance jfhppUed as'much, as poflihle the defeat of -numbers, never- 

thelefs it was vifiblc that the city, thus flenderly garrifoned, would run 
great rifque if the enemy attempted -a vigorous affault oy nig o t: nor 
were they. entirely without foch intentions j for the. french prepared 
foaling-ladders, and often font parties to found the depth of the ditch 1 
but theft- .were always discovered and beittfen off before they could accom- 
plith their deign. In the mean, time Mr. Oupleix ftrenuouily impor­
tuned Mr. Brenier, who had fucceedcd Mr, Aftvuc in the command, tso 
attempt an efcalade at. all events, and foggelled to him. a met nod of get­
ting the information be wanted by fending one I. ft* Caftans an intelligent 
officer, as a defer ter, into the town : the man was promifod the com­
mand of a company, and thirty thoufand rupees ; tor wnich he not only 
undertook to find out the proper .(put where they thould place tneir 
foaling ladders, but alfo to maintain a correfpondence with ibex rent.h pn- 
foners, who were to break loofe, and foiac the arms oi me guard, and 
attack the quarters of the English whilft the aifuik was made on the 
Walls. - He was admitted into the city, and laid th?t he came to offer 
his (ervice to the Englilfo being ditgufted by an unjuit can lure which 
had been c . f t  on his condudl in the late battle at the golden rock : an 
over-ftrafoed aifiedadon o f franknefs in his b. ha v four gave captain Dal- 
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and retrenchments within were ftrongcr than ar.y where clfe. A  black 1753. 
fellow undertook to carry the letter far eight rupees, and Mr. Bremer, w~'r ~“ 
giving him twenty, fenthidi back with a letter to De Rattans, protnifug 
to put his plan into execution, and defuiog him to write frequenter. In 
vain did the garrifon watch federal nights iuccevfively, hoping that the 
enemy would make the 2fault j but the various reports winch tney re­
ceived of major Lawrence’s arrival-, kept the^ hi &ch, a continual buftlc 
and alarm, that they c>: aid not fpare a night for the execution of this 
enterprise, notwithftandiug they appeared convinced of its pra&scability.

The Myforeaqs finding that the uxplofion made at Weycondah, had 
done little damage, mok poffeflion of this poll, and mounting two 
final! pieces of cannon on the rampart, encamped 3C0 horfe and feme 
Peans under the walls; and as the garrtfon of Fritchinopoly had nor 
lately ventured into the field, thofe troops Jflept in pelfedt Security 
without a tingle centinei„ Captain Dalton receiving intelligence oi their 
negligence, refoived to beat up their quarters, and chafing.a time when 
it was very dark,-a party o f 400 men, mofijy Sepoys, matched up clolc 
to the teftts, and made a-'genera's di&harge amongft them before 
they were once challenged. The Sepoys got hir>k hories and
arms, end the whole party retreated out of reach before the 
enemy were fufncrently roused to dc more- than fire a few fhot 
at random.

At length, aftbr remaining 2 month clofe'ly blockaded, and obliged to 
be continually on their guard, the garrifbn received advice that the Ma­
jor was approach!*t% : he '-was. joined by the Tanj'orine army, confifling' 
of 3Q00 horie, and 2000 matchlocks, under the command of Monack- 
jee. as alio by the .expe&ed reinforcement from fort St. David, of-170 
Europeans aod'300 Sepoys. On the yth of Augufh the army arrived 
at Da la way’s chotfitrv, fituated dole to the foot hern bank of the Caveri,, 
fix miles e-aftpf T rrca)itiCpoly; where they were detained the next day by 
the falling of a heavy rain, which rendered the country between the 
choultry and city im pad-able; This -..obliged . them to (hike to the 
foufh**wdl, and-the 9th in the morning they cohtfouwd their march, 
efcorting a convoy of levcral thudfaid beifoefes ■ provided by the 
Nabob, and laid to be laden with pcovilions ; iguah from the top of the 
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v-2;: "1..r-/r ?. rock in T  ichinopoly, not only apprized them that the enemy were in 
motion, but itkewife pointed out the difpofitions they were makinw. 
Their cavalry in different parties extended fioai the French rock to the 
golden rock: at the fugar-lcaf rock, as being the place where major 
.Lawrence would firfi come within their reach, they kept their main body 
of Europeans and Sepoys, together with their artillery > and a detach­
ment took pofkffion of the golden rock The major, when, arrived about 

* a mile fouth-eaft. of the fug.u-loaf, halted, and having coofidercd the 
enemy’s difpofition, formed, and ordered his march k  confequence of it. 
To preferve the baggage ,-and proviuons from the enemy’s fire, he defer- 
miued not to attempt a paffage through the polls they occupied ; but to 
march round the ' -olden rock, whilfltbe convoy with the Nabob and his 
retinue, efcorted by the Tanjorine troops, moved:oo at fome diftance on 
the left dank of the Europeans and Sepoys, It was ntceffary at all 
events to drive die enemy from the golden rock, fince their fire from 
hpnee might greatly incommode the line of ma rk : but as a fttfpicion 
of the major’s intentions to pais that way, would naturally induce them 
to reinforce this port, he refolved to’divert their attention, by halting, and 
forming as if he intended to match dire&fy and attack their main, 
body at the fugar-loaf rock. This ftratagem bad the defirec!' eiTed: 
inor.fieur Brenier, not an acute officer, recalled the greatell part of his 
detachment from the golden rock, and with much buflle cot his tioom 
in order to receive the major: who in the mean time detached the gre­
nadiers and 800 Sepoys font the front of the line, w. dering them to.de- 
file behind the convoy which Aill proceeded on, and to march with aji 
poiTible expedition and attack the golden rock. Mr. Brsnier did not per­
ceive this motion«before it was. -too late to -prevent the effect of if 5 he 
however inftamly font forward 1000 hotfe at full gallop to intercept the 
Eng!iih party, and at the fame time del ■ flC- 3.00.Europeans to rein­
force the guard at the rock. The cavalry icon came up with., the Eng- 
lifh party, and endeavoured to retard their march by caracolling and 
galloping about as if they intended to charge; but the grenadiers did not 
fuffer fhcmhlves to be amufed by thefe motions, and fired hotly upon 
them without flackening their pace, nor made a -halt until they had

' mounted
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mounted- the rock, drove the'enemy down, and pi rated their colours on 1753. 
the top, which they accomp’ ohed before the enemv's..party of in Entry, W v  ' 
marching from ihb fu gar loaf rock, had got half way : who feeing -die 
port they were font to reinforce loft, had not the heart.to tnaks a pufh 
to recover it.; but halt*, i, and taking Iheher behind a bank, began to can-, 
nonade the grenadiers ami Sepoys at the golden rock with four field 
pieces. By this time Mr. Brenier, with the reft of the French troops, had 

- proceeded a little: way from the fugar-loaf rock, to fur-port Ills advanced* 
party• hat feeing them h-Jt, he halted like wife. So that the -main body 
o f the BttglMh troops continued their, march, and iccured the pofieffion 
of the golden rock without interruption : The Tairjorines foorv after 
came up with the baggage, and were ordered to remain with.it iu the 
rear. The EngTilh artillery were now warmly employed a g fin ft the 
cannon of the enemy’s advanced party, of whom none hut the attillciy 
men were expofed, for the reft kept dole behind the hank. The Eng­
lish battalion was drawn up in tile open plain without iheltcr,. and in 
this fituation fufflml confiJirablyV whilft their artillery did little ’mil- 
chief to the enemy 5 however the /hot that flew over the bank went 
amongft a large body of horfe who were drawn up in the rear o f the 
advanced party, and flung them into con fuiioo ; which captain' Dal tor.
©bferving, he fid lied from the city with two field ruetes, and the cavalry- 
finding tfiemfclvcs between two fires, hurt led out of reach, iome to thdt 
f-ait, and others tb the weft. In the mean time feveral of the Engiiih 
battalion were ftruck <f -wn, and major Lawrence obferving that the? 
enemv’s main body made no motion to join the advanced party, de­
termined to make a'path, and drive thefe troops from the advantageous- 
ground of which- they had take-1 pofihftion. The grenadiers,- with g’ce 
more Europeans, and 300 Sepoys, were ordered to march and 'attack 
them, wh-ilft major Lawrence remained at the golden rock with the reft 
ready to fupport them if repulfcdj or if fuccefsful, to join and yurfue the 
advantage by driving the beaten party on the enemy’s main body. The 
fuccefs of this attempt depending in a great meafure on making the.at­
tack before the enemy’s main body could move up to the fuccour of 
their Uv-y, the Englifb for snore expedition marched without any field 
pieces;. but the artillery was notwithftancling not idle, for they fired

2 continually



continually .rom the main body to deter the enemyhs cavalry from at­
tacking the flanks of the party as they marched. The officer appointed
co lead the attack, tnftod of following his orders, which direded him 
to come to the pnih of bayonet, without hefitation, font word that he 

•could not execute them without artillery, and that I f  was halted, wait- 
Ung ft)r lL_ tfPon this major .Lawrence infirmly quitted the m»in body,.'

#ancl SalloPmI  Puf; himleif at the bead of the party,'and led tllfe  
"<f;, 1  *ie tr00Psy animated by his example, marched o t  with -refit 
ipn-it, keeping their order.. aotwithftandirig they were galled By a very 
irnart firs from the enemy’s artillery, winch killed lever'd men, 
an amongfl iLcm captain kirk, at the h£acl of the grenadiers i theft* 
brave ieMows, whom nothing during the Wir had ever Daggered, could 
not ice the-death of the officer they lotted without emotion. '"Captaiu 
Kilpatrick feeing them at a Hand, immediately put hrmfilfar their h: -d,
'cm dehred tfem, if they loved their captain as mud. m i.c vnuwl h;< 
friend, to follow him, and revenge fii$ death : roofed in an miLm lv.
, fpinted exhortation and example, they (Wore in their manner, tint 

w.:y would follow him to nelM In this temper they pulled on ; mu! ir 
order to prevent the enemy from retreating to their main bodv, marched 1 *n>
m gain their rght fi,n k : the enemy had not the courage to f],md 
the ffiock, hat quitted the bank inr great precipitam.fi, and leaving three 
he.C pieces behind them, ran away towards WeycOndab, evpofcd great 
part or the way to the fire of the two field' pieces which captain Dalton 
aad brought out of the city, every fhot of Vhir-h, for feveral dSTch** 
toos: oft two or three men. The enemy’s main body now, when V o

T>  t0 mOTe t0 the <&*•«**« o f their party, but Doing them irre- 
' y ! f  ° eftrttc ' anJ Pcrceivhlg at the fame time the Plain bod v of the • 

iinghfb advancing from the golden rock, they loft; courage, rmd with­
out wa.tn.g to gno or receive a Hire, ran off in -great cohfujion to Wards 
■ me live rocks, expoied to a ilvc-e cannonade from the rear ffivifion of 

!he Eog‘ilh artrlle‘T which had been left at the golden rock with the 
' 35 age! tf‘C 1 anJbre horfc remained fpe&ters of their flight without 

faking advantage of If, by falling on rhemTword in hand, which if di ;y 
nzucore, few won Id have dfcpwii to that the M  which they fufftia- 
ed m Europeans did not exceed too men killed and wounded : of the

1 . ' ‘ ' Enghffi
*1, V v ..... -
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Englilh bjattalioti- about 40 men were either killed or difubhd, and on 1753. 
both fides, principally by cannon fhot. l" ' '"~~y

Monaek-iee endeavoured to excuse his negledl by ^Hedging that the 
fojieitiide of the Nabob and:hit eommiharies for the lafety O-i the ecu- 
voy, made Him un willing to leave it expofcd to the. enemy's cavalry which 
hovered round in large bodies,; but this was no good reafort > for major 
Lawrence immediately on the enemy's retreat Tent him orders to pur- 
fat*, and-the battalion were marching back to-fccore the convoy. As dr on 
as the enemy were out of light, the army with the. convoy proceed­
ed to the city, iyh'Te on taking an account of the provilions before they 
were lodged in the piagaaanesj it was found that the epiamky did not- 
exceed 390 Bullock loads, and this not a little damaged :• which, in 
weight not being.more than -30,000 pounds, was fearedy fufficient to 
J apply the-Europeans and Sepoys ten days. It would'be difficult to find 
an-example of fo great a negligence, in f0 efiential a icrv-ice, which had 
coft fo much pains and rifgue, excepting in the irrcguLr.-and indolent 
Sdminh'lratioo of a Mborilb government in Indrdlan; and indeed the 
ILogUfii thernteiv.es were much to blame for trailing this important 
charge entirdv t,' the conduct of the Nabob and his officers, who had 
loaded the reil of the bullocks, for there* were near 4-000, with their 
own baggage and- a: heap o f-trumpery not worth the-carriage.

The enemy1 removed their tents and baggage as foon as it was dark 
from the (ugar-lpaf rock to Weyeondab, where they encamped all to­
gether in fo ftrong a fituation, protected by the fire of that port, that 
they could not be attacked witlf any profpeft of iuceefs. The Myfo- 
reins bad always drawn their provisions from their own country; a „d  
as- there was little probability of procuring plenty- to the city whilil the 
enemy remained on tlie plain, the major, as foon as the troops were 
a little refrefhed, .marched out, and taking a circuit encamped at thelivi 
rocks, intending to intercept their convoys coming from the eaAward, 
and thus retaliate the diftreffes which they had fo often brought upon his,- 
-army. A t the facne -time Monack-jee, in order to fecurs the commu­
nication with 'Tanjore, undertook to reduce Eiitfeiferum, where the 
enemy had left a garrifon of 200 Sepoys and a few Europeans, who 
fnbmitted’to  him after a little refinance.

' --  ̂ -
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T75 j ,  h 'a;or Lawrence now ordered De Oar.anr to be hanged in light of the

W v W  -enurr/s advanced guards: he d:ed with great refebtion, but {hewed 

much concern that he had endeavour--J to betray captain Dai too. who 

had received him with lb much holpitality'and kindneCs, As- the-fCng- 

ji'ih had condefcended to employ thisdeiihqnert againfi: hi s;o wo country­

men, after he war- detected, his'life ought to have; been Spared, ••

The enemy fti.li remaining at Wcycoadah, majo- Lawrence made a 

motion towards tii ' - ’u !, upo ’ ! they decamp.: in a hurry,

and leaving part of their baggage, with gun and fome ammunition he- .

■ hind, iruuie a diforderly retreat to Mooiae hd’inoor, ftrong poft the 

hank -of the Caveri, which feewred their eoimniuncation with feting- o-;gi|Ss, 

hgm: the next day major Lawrence took ..poffefl'ton of the ground they 

k id  abandoned with, an intention to i^nd forward fotre artilhr” near 

enough to cannonade- themj bu* this riufign was unexpectedly fruitrated, 

for the r.evt day • a reinforcement; equal to the.*- whole 0! the iingHCb 

force, appeared or, the bank at the. Coleroon. it eonfifted,'of >000 

Mvrattoes, a great number of Beans, and feme Topaff s under the com*- 

nhmd- of Morasni- rewy together with 4 0 0  Europeans, and 2 0 0 0  Sepoys, 

with fix guns. - i . - i i h '  ‘ ■

Molt of thefe Europeans arrived in the end of June from the silane!.. 

of Mao'itius, where they had.been diiciphucd > and Ms, Dup'cix con.‘- 

nfuted a great error in not fencing them. iMmediately, together with 

Morari-row’s troops toTritchi. op v ; more efpedaUy as the fignal de-' 

feat of the French and Myfore ar*s:at the golden reck might havo con­

vinced him that the}’ would hardly br? able to-prevent -the iEnglifh, 

when reinforced h.y the troops of Vanjore, from mailing, their way good 

to the city with the convoy: but his vanity on this occasion confounded 

his good fenfe; fo r-treating the -battle of the golden- rock as a trilling 

tkirmilh, and attributing the ill fuccefs. of it to fome pretended acci­

dents common to the fortune o f-war, he feeraed to djfdab; (eliding any 

father aiiifhnce to aftsarmy which he confidently aflerted could not 

fail to overpower their enemies in a very few d«iys # he therefore detain­

ed this-force-to make, ocmqadk in the Carnatic j but the wilful <lifpt fit ion • 

of Moran-row fruftrated tit a great meafbrc this ddign : for regarding 

bo injundiiopS excepting thofe of the Myforean, who was afraid to give

him
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NS^fS^ him pofitive orders, the Morattoe traverfed the province according to his 1753.
own inclination, without keeping his force united, or adltng in concert '“**v"-w 
with the troops of Pondicherry. However Mr. Dupleix purfu-iag his 
plan as- well as he was able, detached immediately after the- capture of 
Chillambrum a large body of Sepoys, accompanied by .tome Morattoes, < 
to attack the pagoda of Verdachellum } this force was led by oneHafian 
Ally, who had long been commander in chief of the French Sepoys, and 
had diiiingmfhed bimfelf fo much in this employment that the French 
king had honoured him with a gold medal in token of his fervices j 
this man was taken at Seringham with Mr. Law, and the Englifh know­
ing his capacity kept him a clofe prifoner at fort St, David? from whence, 
hovkwer, he had lately contrived to eJcape, being carried through the 
the guards in a brtfket which they imagined to contain lumber. The 
garrifor* of Verdachellum confdted only o f 50 Sepoys commanded by a 
ftrjeant, who furrendered after a flight refinance .$ from, hence Haffan 
Ally, joined by 5.0 Europeans, proceeded to Trinomalee, where they 
found Morari-row with the greateft part o f his force affifting, according 
to his prornife, the troops of Velore, who were laying clofe liege to the 
place. The army of the befiegers now amounted to 600c cavalry,
5000 Sepoys* and ico  Europeans, including the 50 which Morfiz-ally 
kept in his own pay. The garrifon, 1500 men, commanded' by 
Barkatoola, a faithfulfervant to the Nabob, and a gallant officer, defend­
ed themfelves with much bravery, making frequent failies, and in one 
they furprized and beat up the quarters of the Morattoes, killing many 
of their horfes j this lofs, the mofl fenfiblc that the Morattoes can feel, 
determined Morari-cow to look out, for ealier conquers; and leaving 
the Phoiudar’s troops to continue the liege as they could, he marched 
away, with an intention te lay liege to Palatn Cotah. z  fort in the neigh­
bourhood. of-Chillambrum. Here he was joined by a party of 3 5 o-'Eu­
ropeans, who endeavoured to prevail on him to march with them and 
attack the Englifh fetikm entof Devi Cotah, but Morarkrow, apprehen- 
five of the iofs lie might fufler in this attempt, refilled to accompany 
them. On this difference they feparated, the French marching towards 
the woods of Warior-poHam, in hopes of levying contribution from the 
Polygar j and the Morattoe to Trinomalee. Here, a few days after his

R r  . arrival,
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arrival, .he received ..letters from the regent informing him of Ms diflrefs 
firtee his convoys from Myfore began to be intercepted, and deiiring 
him in the mdl: or effing terms to- move immediately to Seringham with 
his whole force} and Mr. Dupleb. informing him at the fame time that 

. he intended to lend ail the Europeans he could bring into the field, the 
Morattoe,calling in all hisitragglers, hurried backtoChijlambrurn, which 
was appointed the place of general rendezvous j from hence the whole 
reinforcement proceeded by very expeditions, marches -to 1  fitchinopoly, 
in fight of which they arrived on the 24th of Auguft.

Their appearance at fo critical a conjuncture did .not fail to raife the 
enemy’s fpirits, who tefiified their joy by firing falutes and exhibiting 
fireworks for three days fucceffively, at the .fame time making the ne- 
cdlary preparations for coming tc the plains again-j whilft the English 
and their allies faw therttfelves under, the ncceffity of taking their mea- 
fures to a& again on the. defignfive, under the fame - disadvantages to 
which they had been conftantly fubjed, excepting in the fhort interval 
fince the laft defeat of the enemy: but even in this interval they had not 
been able to get more provifions than fufficed for the daily con.fumption ; 
for as their force was not fufficient to fpare conliderable efcorts at a 
-difiauCc for the time neceffary to collect large fupplies, what they re­
ceived came daily ic frna’ l quantities, about 100 bullock loads at a time., 
which indeed had lately joined the camp without much difficulty. But 
it was evident that the enemy ’s detachments would .now Icour the plain 
again -a;- ufual ; .the Major therefore, to. diminish the rilk of his convoys 
coming from the eaftwa-rd, quitted the neighbourhood of Weycondah. 
as fooit as their reinforcement appeared, and encamped on the fame 
ground which ho had formerly occupied a little to the north of the 
Fa-cquird’s T ope. The enemy three days after quitted Mootachellipoor, 
and encamped at the five rocks, where their army covered a great extent 4
of: ground, for they had likewise been reinforced from My fore. From 
the great fuperiority of their numbers, the Major expedited that they 
would attack him in his camp, and ordered his men to fleet* on their 
arms; but they contented themfelvcs with following their former 
rk n  of intercepting the convoys. And the very next day the 28th, 
near 3000 horie, Morattoes and Myforeana, attacked an effort of too 

■ • Europeans ■
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Europeans with great vigour; but the men, accuftomed to fudbt en- tyttf, 
counters, preferved them&lves and die convoy by not parting with their v-”v-*»f 
fire, although the enemy rode up feveral times to the very bayonets.

The prefidency of Madrafs bearing of the reinforcement which Mr.
Dupleix had fent to Seringham, determined to ffrengthen their own army 

' with all the men that could be fpared for the field, and font them in one 
o f the company’s {hips ta Devi Cotah , and the Major, in order -o faci­
litate the junction of thefo troops, as well as to proteff his convoys de­
termined to encamp farther to the eaftward; and fending off his baggage 
in the night, marched at day ’ reak the firft o f September over the plain 
in full view of the enemy, and pitched bis camp at a little diffance to 
the fouth-eafl of the French rock. This ground was well chofon, for 
the right flank was protected by fame pieces of artillery mounted on the 
rock, which were flanked by the cannon of the city. The front o f the 
camp was for the moll part fedured by a rnorafs, and the rear by fwamps 
and rice fields. The Tanjonnes were exceedingly delighted with the 
fecarity in which-they here found themfelv-e,.,, for thev had before began 
to droop with apprchenfions of having their quarters beat up by the Mo- 
rattoes.; and Monack-jee exerting all his influence amongft his country­
men, prevailed on the merchants who dealt in rice, to bring frequent 
fuppHes of grain, although in final! quantities. The enemy’s fcouts gave 
them fitch good intelligence of the approach of the convoys that few • 
efcaped unattacked, hut being toriffantly fupported by detachments o f 
Europeans, they made their way good to the camp ; not indeed with­
out fcme lofs, fince it was iinpolTtble in the tumult to prevent the bul­
locks and cooleys from flinging down their loads and taking flight.
However, what arrived was fufiicient for the daily wants, but fo little 
more, that if  two or three convoys had been cut off, the army would 
have been obliged to have had rccourfe to the filial! flock which was 
laid up in the city. The enemy, as if  determined to reduce them to 
this difttsfs moved from the five rocks, and encamped at the fijgar loaf, 
extending from hence to the golden rock. Here the regent and JVJo- 
ra:i~row hav:ng.intelligence of the reinforcement o f which the Erudlfh 
were in expectation, preflingly intreated the French to attack their camo 
before thofe troops arrived; but Mr. Afu'uc declined the attempt, and

l i r a  contented
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C^'^/53 ' contented himfelf with waiting for lefs.'hazardous opportunities o f di- 
&“~“V“‘W mini filing their force: at length the EngKflb reinforcement arrived on 

the 19th. of September., at Kelli Cofeh, a fort 15 miles eatl of the city: 
and never perhaps had two armies remained 18 days in fo extraordinary 
a flotation, both encamped on the open plain without a bufn or it, at 
about two miles 'difiance from each other, fo that with their glaffes they 
Cw’u-d êe one another litting at dinner in their tents $ and a cannon fhot 
from the advanced pods might eafily reach the opposite camp: but as 
the i warnps in (he rear of both the camps did not permit either to move 
farther back, both retrained from commencing a cannonade; the Eng- 
liih dcfiied; nothing more than - to keep their battalion unimpaired until 
me arrival cl their reinforcement; but for this very reafon the French 
ought to have taken all opportunities of diminifhing their number. Ma­
jor Lawrence now apprehending nothing fo much, as that the enemy 
.might fend a large detachment to intercept his reinforcement, determini 
ed if  pofiibie to.divert their attention by cannonading their camp; and 
the day in which the troops were ordered to march from Kelli Cotab,, 
an eighteen pounder, fent from the city, was mounted about half a mile 
font n-weft of 1 he French rock, on the bank o f the water-cdurfe that in- 
teriedfe the plain', and early in the morning the i6th of September, it be­
gan to fiie fmartly j every fhot was feen to firike amongft the tents o f 
foe French battalion, who after having bore the iufult patiently for two 
noiH.', detached their three companies of grenadiers with a largr 
ooriy of then allies, horfc and foot, to attack the parry pofied with 
the eighteen pounder; upon which motion the Major kumeuiatelv 
threw a reinforcement into the watereourfe of 250 Europeans, Pco 
Sepoys, and three field pieces under the command of captain Charles 
Campw'll, who uefonded it to well that the enemy were obliged to 
debit :1.0m tUn attempt, .and retreat to their camp, not without a con- 
fiderable lofs j for they had bore forfome time a frnart cannonade from 
nve pieces of cam ton upon the fouth-wdl: cavalier <ft the city, as well 
as from the artillery at the watereourfe. This repulfe, fceonded by a 
tont nuance of the fire from the 18 pounder, either deterred or diverted 
them during the reft of the day from giving attention to the reinforce- 
®em* w%  having continued their march without moleftation, joined

y "the: .
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- 753* twc roc ŝ* The rear of the camp was covered with thickets ard rocky
V~-v*"~Jl ground. The French had flung up aa inrrenchment in front of their 

own quarters, and intended to have continued it along the left flank to 
the weA; hut on this fide had only fioilhed a finali part, feparated 
about 300 yards from the wcflem extremity of their intrenchroent in 
Irom, which inteeva- was left open without defences; the Morattoes 
had likewife flung up an intrenchmcnt in their front to the end of the 
fugar loaf: at the golden rock, which commanded the left flank and the 
front of the ground on which the Myforeans were encamped, the French 
had ftationed an advanced guard of 100 Europeans, two companies of 
TopaiTcs, and C oo Sepoys, with two pieces of cannon, under the com­
mand of a partisan of (bate reputation. Major Lawrence being appriz­
ed of thefe difpbfidonSi projected his attack to take the utnnoft advan­
tage of them. At the hour appointed the army quitted the Facquirc’s 
tope, and marched in profound idcnce toward? the, golden rock : the ba- 
talion cbnfifting of 600 men formed the van in three equal divifions; 
tire firil was cempofed of the grenadier company qf ico  men com­
manded by captain Kilpatrick, the picket of 40, by captain Calliaud, and 
two platoons, each of 30 men, under the command of captain Charles 

Se Campbell - the arfilfoy, fix field pieces, with too  artillery men, vverp
divided on die flanks of each divifion : 2000 Sepoys, in two lines, fol­
lowed the Europeans: the Tanjorine. cavalry were ordered to extend to 
the eaAward, and to march even with the lafl line of Sepoys. The 
moon had hitherto been very bright $ but a fudden cloud now obfcured 

>e it fo much, that the fivfi divifion of the battalion came within pi.ltp! (hot
of the gold- rock before they were di/covered; and giving a very *
fin art fire, rneunted it in three places at once, whiifl the enemy, 
who had barely time to fn&tch up their arms, hurried down after mak­
ing one irregular difeharge, and ran away to die camp with fuch preci­
pitation, that they left their two field pieces, ready loaded with grape, 
undilebarged. Animated by this iiiccefs, the men called out with one 
voice to be led onto the grand camp,'and the major availing himfelfof 
their alacrity, remained no longer at the rock than was necefciry to break 
the carr-hggs o f  the enemy’s guns, and to form bis troops again. Their 
ruipofifipu was new changed, the; three divifions. of Europeans were or-

**’ 4 ’ ! ;’'h, y?<jered
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V : ' ' acred to march, as near as they could, in one Ike in front through the ^ 753^
camp of the Myforean?, ift order to fall at once upon the left flank of- 
the French quarters'; the Sepoys were divided on each frank of the bat* 
t Uon, but at feme diftancc in the rear. Had the camp, like thefe in 
Europe, been covered with tents, it would have been knpoffi|e to nave. 
penetrated through it in this order j but in an Indian army none but 
the men of rank can afford the expence of a tent, and the ref dicker 
thcmSelves as they can in -ctbbins made o f mats, to flight that they may 
be puttied down by the hand. The Tanjcdne cavalry, intermixed with 
match-locks and pews, had halted during the attack of the golden rock, 
on the plain nearly oppoftte to the trout of the French intrench it,ent, 
and they were now inftru.aed to move dre&ly up to if., in order to create 
w hat confufion they could with their fire arms and rockets. The bat­
talion received the orders for continuing the march with loud huzzas, 
and the whole proceeded with the greatelfc confidence, as to a victory ,
o f which they were fore; the drums of the three divilions beating the 
grenadiers march, the gunners with their portfires lighted on the flanks, 
and the Sepoys founding with no little energy all their various mhru- 
mntts of rrilihary mufic. This did not a little cohtribu; e to augment the 
confternation width the fugitive, froih the rock had fpread atnongft 
th^ Mysoreans, wlio were already taking flight, when the Fnglifh en~ 
tered their camp. The Europeans marched with fixed bayonets, and 
recovered arms, but the Sepoys kept up a foiart fire upon the (warms 
that were taking flight on all fides. The French difeovered by the lu- 
orftSves which way the attack would fall, and drew up to oppefe it, fa- 
ciBK the weft i the right o f their battalion was behind the unfinilhed part 
0f Sei- mtrcnchmenf, and the reft extended towards the in trench me nt 
t fe .  had thrown up in front, which their line, however, did not reach’ 
by a hundred yards5 but a bapfc running at this diftance paallei to that 
intmichment, ferved to defend the left flank -of their battalion. lu this 
pofitiqn they derived no advantage from that part of their works on 
which they had to much depended: to the left of their battalion was a 
body of 2000 Sepoye, who inclined to the left, intending to gain the 
flank of the Englilh battalion, and the fame number were defigned to
form their left wins;; but thefe, by feme miftake, lit this feene of l.auy

a ' •«' i  ̂ and



*°d a '^ uf,0n: P°fted themfdves °« * e  fugar loaf rock. The Englfth 
ooopb advancing were prevented by the interruptions which they met 
w,.wm the Mysore camp from keeping up in a line.; fethai thefirft di~

VWJ" ° f marchcd lhe fecond> anh the fecond the third; however 
'a< :°on s*. thcy came n,Kh the enemy, whom they difeovered-bv the 
portfires oi the.r guns, the hindcmioft quickened their pace; but ne~

die whole ime was not completely formed before they came

" f ' r. 7 tmy yard5Vofthe et?em?» %  which time the Sepoys to the 
itght had advanced from the war, in order to oppofe thofeon the ene-
my s left: the artihery in the hurry cuald not keep up with the battalion, 

iu itenca artillery had for feme time fired with great vivacity, bur. 
moil of the uot flew too high, and killed f.veral of the flying Mvfo- 
ksc.s, i  ne a&on commenced juft as the day began to dawn ; Mr 
Albuc, with indefatigable activity prevailed on his men to wait and re-” 
cave the EngUn Inc before they gave theirs: amot w h ,f« fcr-

ttl “  \ ° nff  W/ s caPtam Kilpatrick, who commanded the divilion
°n t «e right j he selldefperatcly wounded ; upon which captain CJJiattd . 
put htnifelf at the head of the grenadiers, and took the command of the 
-„ o k  dmfion ; the french Sepoys on the left fcarcely food  the firft 
fire of the right wing of the Englife Sepoys, but took flight; which cap- 
tain Caili.ud perceiving, he wheeled mftantly round with his divifio», 
aw. gaining flit left flank .of the intrenchrr.ent, behind which the left 
cc me trench battalion was polled, poured in a clofe fire upon them 5 
and the grenadiers putting on with their bayonets, drove them crowding

i  SSn T ^  alre3dy iotc confttfion!
hen a Wei levelled d.fch,:rgc from the center and left of the Endifh

battalion in front compleaH the rout, and they ran away in seat'd if-
ordm to gain the tyher fide o f the bank' on their right J J  Mr.
Aftruc endcuvonrcu to tally them : but the grenadiers purfuing them
do dy, renewed the attack with their bayonets, and put than again to

% h V eVCry man i OWPronded fOT own fafety, without any regard 
. o order running towards the golden rock, as this way was the only out- 

ktnot ubflracied . Out as loon as they got to feme diftancc on the plain

t l  ‘f f , 3 s t0° k T i0Q8 r0UtS‘ Thc Jef£ win? of tije Englilh 
P°)b hAd lMhmo takcn ^  the engagement, for by

keeping
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keeping too much to the left of the battalion, they came to the 1753. 
outfi.de of the French iotrenchment, on the ground to which the *’ ' 
Tanjoriries were ordered to advance} however, as foon as they perceived 
the French battalion in confhfion, they puffed on to the jfugar loaf rock, 
and with much refoSution attacked and difperfed the body o f the eric* 
ray’s Sepoys polled there, who from the beginning of the aftion had em­
ployed thetnfejves in firing random (hot indifcrirtsinately upon friends and 
foes. The vidory was now decided, and the Engliff troops drew up 
on the French parade. A body of Morattoes were the only part of the 
Indian army which made any motions to draw’ off the attention of the 
Englifh during the engagement; they feeing one of the field pieces left 
with a few men at a dtftance behind the red, gallopped up, and cutting 
down the men, got poifeffton o f it j but perceiving the battle loft, they 
did not venture to carry it off: nevers'helefs they did not immediately 
quit the camp, where they were foon after joined by feveral other 
bodies of cavalry, encouraged by their example : but the Engl iff artil­
lery in a few rounds obliged them to retire again, and they followed 
the reft of the fugitives, who were retreating towards Scringh.un by the 
pafs of MbotacbilHnour. It was feme hours before the whole got into 
the illand,’ /or the throng confided o f 30,000 men o f all forts on foot, 
and 16,000 horfe, bdides a gtear number of oxen, camels, and elephants.
The Tanjorines were ordered to fet out in purfuit of the French troops, 
who were taking flight, difperfed on all fides over the plain; but they 
could not be prevailed on to quit the fpoii o f the camp, which they were 
very bu.fy in plundering.

The tents, baggage, and ammunition of the French camp, together 
with eleven' pieces of wanrion,. one an eighteen pounder, were taken, 
too of their battalion we»c either killed or wounded, and near Coo, more, 
amongft whom was Mr. Aftruc, with ten officers, were made prifoners: 
feveral were afterwards knocked on the head by the people in Tonde- 
rnan’s woods, 65 were taken draggling Hi the Tabjore country; and a 
detachment o f  Sepoys, lent out by Captain Dalton from the city, brought 
in 21 of thofe wlio were making their way to the ifland by the pals of 
Ciiuckleyapolam : fo that the whole o f their lofs was at lead 300 Euro- 
prans, with their bed officer} for fuch undoubtedly was Mr. Aftruc:

$£■ 8 s it
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^ 7 $$' 'lt Hugh* have been much more, had the Tanjorines exerted themtelves 
as they were ordered. O f the EnglHh about forty Europeans were killed 
and wounded.

This action was decided entirely by the mufketry ; for the Engli fn 
artillery were not brought into the engagement, and the French cannon 
were ill pointed, and irrefolutely ferved, even before the conflift became 
hot and general; after which the event could not remain long in fuf- 
pence between two bodies of men, whpfe dead fell within 20 yards of 
each other. There an, few infiances of a vi&ory in which the iagacity 
and fpirit of the general, as well as the ref-lotion of the troops, are more 
to be admired. The French themfelves confeffed that they had no fuf- 
picion o f the intentions to attack them? nor did chance interfere to fub- 
ffradt from the merit o f . this fuccefs: for major Lawrence, before he  ̂
quitted his camp at the French rock, had prettified molt of the events 
which concurred to produce it. The Nabob’s (tandard was now planted 
in the enemy’s, camp: and the Engiifh flag, di(played on the top of the ,; 
fugar-loaf rock, proclaimed the triumph of their arms to the country; 
fc-veral miles round. -

The Taujorines, elated to excels. although they had contributed no­
thing more than their appearance in the held to gain the vrdory, proposed* 
immediately after the battle, to-follow the enemy, and beiiege them in 
Serihgham j but major Lawrence paying no attention to thisrhodom-on- 
fade, moved with the army in the evening to lay fiege to vVeycondah.

This place, now a fort, .was originally nothing more than a pagoda 
and choultry, fituated on the t ip oi a rock about 30 feet high. I he. 
rock was after wards, in dofed by a fquare ftone wall, carried up as high- 
as the top of the. rock itielf, and built thick enough to afford a rampat *• 
about'five feet in breadth, befidesa (lender parapet, which has loop-holes 
to fire through : on the welkrn fide there is a gateway, the top of 
which communicates with the rampart: the enemy’s garrifon conlifled 
chiefly of Sepoys. A wate.rcourfe ferved infeed of a trench -to (belter 
the Englifh troops j who having cut embrafures through the bank 
about 400 yarffs- from the wall, battered it with * wo eighteen pounders, 
and at the fame time threw (hells from a mortar and two cohorns. By
tie  next evening the wall was beaten down, within 12 feet of the ground.

s , Early
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removed the moft dangerous diflurber of the Nabob’s government in i 753* ( 
this part of the country, for he was a very brave and adive man : there ' s' 
were feveral other chiefs of lets coriequence, who were eon ftantly 

!>;/ making inroads into the diftrids of Poriamalee, Chinglaput and \rCot.
and pave frequent employment to the garriibns of thefe places; hot 
they always retreated as foon as they heard that a detachment of Eu­
ropeans was marching againfl them.

The enemy at Seringham feemed fo little inclinable to take advan­
tage of the abfence of the Englifh troops cantoned at Koiiaddy, that 
they did not even fend parties on die plain to prevent the country peo­
ple from going daily with provifions to the market in Trkchinopoly 
where the garriion were as well lupplied and lived in as much tranqui­
lity as if  both fides had agreed in form to a cellation of hoftililies: the 
enemy, however, convinced that the EngliOi would never have at­
tempted to attack their camp at the fugar loaf rock if they had not been 
joined by the cavalry of Tanjore, determined to leave no means un­
tried to deprive them o f this r efource in future. Accordingly the regent 
gave Succo-jee the king’s minifter and favourite a fum of money more 
confidentble than the firft bribe, and Mr. Dupleix fent a letter penned 
in the Malabar language by his wife, in which he threatened the king, 
that if he dared to give the Nabob and theEnglilh any more afiiftance, 
the Morattoes ihoyld lay wafte his country with fire and fword, and 
that if this fhould not be fufficient to terrify him into a neutrality, he 
would bring down the Soabah Salabad-jing, with his whole army, from 
Goiconda. The effed of thefe pradices, both on the king and his mi­
nifter, was foon vilible; for Succo-jee taking advantage of the timorous 
and fufpicious charader of hir matter, prevailed on him to remove the 
general Monack-jee from the command o f the army, by reprefenting 
him as a man in fuch dofe connexion with the EnglifTi, that he might 
probably from a reliance on their friendfhip, be induced to form projeds 
dangerous even to the king himft-If; who, alarmed at the fame time by 
the menaces of Dupleix, determined to preferve his country by breaking 
the promife he had made to the Nabob and major Lawrence, to fend 
his troops to Koiiaddy as foon as the rains were over. Having brought 
him thus far, the next ftep was to make him join the enemy ; this like-

wife
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“'2 f £ L  Wife 3^ ? ’jce URdertook t0 e,Tea-' ‘-“ <1 * e  king it is (aid was cr. the 
point of figiung the treaty, when a hidden and. unexpected event (too- 

. ped his hand.

_In the beginning.of November the French at Seringham received a 
reinforcement of 300 Europeans, 200 Topaffes, and 1000 Sepoys, with 

. f ! € C,aRuf n 5 but inftead of g«™g any fign that they had recovered their 
lpir'tS b? thls jncrcafe ^ n g th , they determined to remain quiet
lr t!! ma-jor Lawrenre fll°uld be ready to quit Koiladdy, in hopes that 
the garnion of Tntchinopoly would he lulled into fecurity by feeing 
them remain inactive fo long after the arrival o f their reinforcement, 
mid entertain no lidpicioD oi the defign they were meditating, when the 
|jme fhouid come for carrying it into execution.

. ] ills d';!,gn was nothinS lc& »han to (form the city of Trichinopoly 
>n the night by (urprize. The part which the French chofc to make 
he a' au,£ uPon was A lto n ’s battery, on die weft fide, near th< north- 

vreft angle o f the town, the fame indicated by the letter which captain 
■ No ton had prevailed on the fpyDe Cattail to write to the French com­
mander Mr. Bcenitr} it had formerly been one part of the four gateways 
to tus Clty_ 1 he entrance into an Indian fortification is through a. large 
and complicated pile of building, projecting in the form of a ixnailclc- - 
giaai - tom the main rampart; and if the city has two walls, it proieds 
xyond them both : this building con lifts ot fever*] continued terraffes 

which are ot tne fame height as the main rampart, and communicate 
with it.: the mward -walls o f thefe terrafles form the tides of an intricate 
paflage, about twenty feet broad, which leads by various ihort turning 
at right angles through the whole pile, to the principal gate that finds 
m the main rampart: for lbme fpace on each hand o f Dalton’s battery .*.
the interval between the outward and inward wall o f the city was much ' 
broader than any where clfe. Captain Dalton when intruded with the 
command of the garrifbn, ha i converted that part of the gateway which 
projected beyond the outward wall into a folid battery, with embra- 
lures;, leaving the part between the two walls as it flood-with its wind­
ings ana terrafles : an interval was.likewife left between the back fide of 
the batf\.ry, and the terrafs nearefl to it, which lay parallel to each other- 
30 iim  an ene%  who had gained the battery could not get to the ter­

ra fa 'k
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rafs  w ith o u t d c fcen u in g  in to  the i i j t e r ja c e n ta r e a ,  and th e n  mount- 1753. 
if tg  th e  w a il  o f  th e  terrafs w ith  fe e lin g  la d d e r s : th e  b a tte ry , h o w ev er , w 'v“w  
co m m u n ica ted  w ith  th e  ram p a rt o f  th e  O utward w a l l  o f  the c i t y ,  bu t 

• * b e in g , as th a t  w as , o n ly  e igh teen  fe e t  h ig h , it- w a s  'C o m m an d ed  by >'
th e  terrafics b eh in d  k ,  as w e ll as b y  th e  ram p a rt o f  th e  in n e r  w a ll,  
b o th  o f  w h ic h  w e re  th ir ty  feet h ig h , tlp o rs one o f  the in w a rd  cava­
l ie r s ,  fou th  o f  th e  g a te w a y ,  w ere  p lan ted  tw o  p ieces o f  c an n o n , to 
p lu n g e  in to  th e  b a tte ry , an d  fcour th e  in  terval b e tw een  the tw o  w a lls ,  as 
f a r  as the terraffes o f  th e  g a t e w a y ;  an d  tw o  other p ieces  m o un ted  in the 
n o r th -w e ll a h g le  o f  th e  in w ard  ra m p a r t , co m m an d ed  in l ik e  m an n er 
b o th  the b a tte ry  and th e  in terva l to  th e  north o f  th e  terraffes . T h e  
F re n c h  w e re , b y  Do C a t ta n ’s le t te r , and by d efe r  ter 8, ap p r iz e d  o f 
a l l  thefe p a r t ic u la rs , an d  t io tw ith iia n d in g  th e  m a n y  d iff icu lt ie s  th ey  
w o u ld  have to  fu rm o u n t in a ttem p tin g  to  force th e ir  w ay  into th e  tow n 
th ro u g h  th is  p a rt of th e  fo rtif ica tio n s , they p referred  it  to a n y  o ther, 
b e cau fe  it  w as  m o re  accc f ilb le  fro m  'w ith o u t ; for a ro c k  level 
w i th  the w a te r  a im e d  choaked  u p  the d itc h  in  fron t o f  the 
b a t te ry , '

On the 2 7 th  o f  N o v em b er, a t n igh t, th e  g re a te f t  part o f  th e  e n e m y ’s 
a rm y  croffed th e  r iv e r :  th e  M yfo rean s 2nd  M o ratto es w ere  d if tr ib u te d  
in  d ifferen t p a rtie s  round th e  c ity , w ith  orders to  approach  to th e  coun - 
te rfcarp  o f  th e  d itch , and  d ivert th e  atten tio n  .o f  th e  garrifbn  d u r in g  
th e  p r in c ip a l an d  real a t t a c k , w h ic h  w as referved  for th e  F ren ch  
troops. O f  th is body 6 0 0  E u ro p ean s w ere ap p o in ted  to  e fca lad e , 
w h i lf t  M r. M a if l in ,  th e  co m m an d er , w ith  the re f t  o f  th e  battalion,
:>oc m en , an d  a la rg e  b o d y  o f S e p o ys , w aited  a t  th e  e d g e .o f  the 
d itc h , read y to  fo llow  th e  fiirft p a r ty -a s  foon as th e y  m ould  g e t  into 
th e  tow n . A t  three in  th e . m o rn in g  th e  fiiff p a r ty  eroffed th e  lo ck  
in  th e  d itch , an d , p la n t in g  th e ir  lc a l in g  lad d ers , a l l  of them  m o un t­
ed  th e  b a tte ry  w ith o u t g iv in g  the l e a d  a la rm  to the g a r r i f e n : for 
a lth o u g h  th e  g u a rd  appo in ted  for th e  battery, co n  lifted  o f f if ty  Se­
p o ys , w ith  th e ir  officers, an d  fem e E u ro p e an :g u n n e rs , w h o  w e re  a ll  
p refen t and a le r t  w h e n  th e  ro un d s paffed  at m id n ig h t , m oft o f  th em  
wc-rc now  r. b len t, and  tirey  w h o  rem a in ed  on th e  b a tte ry  w e re  fa ft 
a i l e e p ; yh efe  th e  F ren c h  k il le d  w ith  ‘ hen  b ayo n e ts , in ten d in g  not
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v lZ ^ L  ^  fire Until the-v werc fired uP°n: but this reflation was immediately 
alter frufl rated by an unforeseen accident} for forne o f them attempting
to get to a flight counter wall which lines the back fide-of the battery, fell 1  j 
,nt0 a deeP P*f* whfeh-had been left in the body of the battery itfeif, 
contiguous to that wall: none but the mod tried Soldiers can refrain ?,
Srom firing upon any unexpected alarm in the night, and upon the 
Screaming of thofe who were tumbling into the hole, federal mulkets 
were difcnarged. The French now concluding that they were difeover- 
C(>* *mag'ned they might intimidate the garrifon by Shewing how far they 
were already fuccefsful, and turning two of the twelve pounders upon f t  * 
r;;r rettery again ft the town, difeharged them together with a volley of 
lunill arms, their drums beating, and their foldicrs touting their ufu*i 
nubtary cry, “  vfae le roy.”  Fortunately the main guard, the bar- j | l  
racks of the garrifon, and the quarters of the officers were in the north 
part i f  the town, not more than 400 yards from the battery. Captain 
Kilpatrick, who commanded, remained ib ill of the wounds he had re­
ceived in the iaft engagement, that he was unable to remove from his 
bed ; lieutenant Harrifon, the next in command, came to him upon the 
.iL.m to receive ni$ orders, which he gave with the ufual calmnefsthat 
diftinguifhed his character on all occafions, directing lieutenant Harrifon 
to maun inrtantly with the piquet, referve, and the Sepoys who. were not 
already ported, to the place where the attack was made, and to order 
the reft of the garrifon to repair to their refpeteve alarm ports, with in- 
jundiij.ns not to ftir from them upon pain of death. The enemy having 
drawn- up their Scaling ladders into the battery, fent two parties down 
from it into the interval between the two walls: one... of thefe parties.. 
carrying two petards, and conducted by a deferter, entered the paflage 
which led through the terrallcs, intending to get into the town by blow­
ing open the gate which ftands in the inward rampart .* the other party 
carried the ladders, and were appointed to efcalade; whilrt the main 
body remained upon the battery, keeping up a conftant fire upon the 
terrafles, and upon the inward rampart. But by this time the alarm 
w.:o toKen, and the cannon from each hand began to fire fmartly into 
tiie interval between the two Walls, and upon the battery. .Lieutenant 
I urrilon, with the main guard, was likewife atrived upon the rampart,

■ ‘ ' “%X ’ -



: from whence the greateft part of them paffed .to the terra fifes. The 1753. ^
mufketry of the aftkilants ami defenders were now employed with great 

/  vivacity againft each other, but with fome uncertainty, having no other 
light to dired their aim except the frequent dailies of fire : nptwith- 
ftanding the hurry and confufion, lieutenant Harrifon had the prefence < 
of mind to ftation a platoon upon the rampart, diredtly above the 
gate, ordering them, to keep a conftant fire upon the paffage immedi­
ately below, whether they faw any thing or not: nothing could he 
more fenftble or fortunate than this precaution ; for the platoon killed, 
without feeing them, the man who was to apply the firft petard* as 
well as the defarter who conducted him, and both o f them fell within 
ten yards of the gate. Thofe appointed to eicaladc, fixed their ladders . 
on the fouth fide of the terraiTes, and a drummer, followed by an offi­
cer, had already mounted to the top, when a party of Sepoys came 
foethis Illation, who killed the drummer, wounded and feized the offi­
cer, and then overturning the fealing ladders overfet the men who were 
upon them: the ladders broke with the fall., and the affaihnts called 
for more; but found that the reft which they had brought were ffist- 
tered and rendered ufelefs by the grape-{hot fired from the two pieces of 
cannon planted upon ffie cavalier: they foon after found that the man 
who was to manage the fecond petard was killed. Thus defeated in all 
their expedations they determined to repeat, and went up to the bat­
tery again, where the whole now refolved to make their efcape; but 
this for the want of their ladders was no longer practicable, except by 
leaping down eighteen feet*perpendicular, either upon the rock or into 
the water. Defperate as this attempt ■•’ ppeared near one hundred made 
the experiment 5 but what they fullered deterred the reft from following 
their exfmple, who, in defpair, turned and recommenced their fire from 
the battery upon the defenders. Lieutenant Harrilpa, with the greateft 
part of his Europeans, were affembled upon the terrafs neared the bat­
tery, and t!ie two bodies, feparated only by an interval o f twenty 
Let, kept up a fmart fire upon each other as fall as they could load : 
but the defenders had the advantage of firing under the cover of parapets 
from a fituation twelve feet higher than the enendy upon the battery, 
who were totally expofed from head to foot, and were .likewise taken

T  t 2 on
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on each flank by two pieces of cannon, as well as by the fire of feme 
W v ‘"" parties of Sepoys ported on the main rampart on each hand of the gate­

way. Thus galled, unable to retreat, and finding that rcfiftance ierveei 
' only to expofe them more, they defifted .from-firing, and every man 

endeavoured to iheiter himfelf as he; could ; fome in the em brail res of 
the,battery, others .behind a cavalier contiguous to it, and the reft in the . 
interval.between the two walls; the garrifon, nevenhelefe, trufting to 
no appearances o f fecurity, continued to fire upon all fuch-pi aces in'which 
they fufpe$ed them to be concealed. At length the day, long vviihed for 
by both fides, . appeared} when the French, flinging down their arms, 
ailed for quarter, which was immediately granted. The officers from 
the rampart ordered them to ailemble in the interval between the two - 1  
wall?* from whence diey were concluded, in final 1 bodies at a time, by 
a party of Europeans into the city, through the gateway they had af- 
faulted. Three hundred and iixty Europeans were thus ..made prifa#- 
ers, of which number fixty-feven were wounded: thirty-feven were 
found killed upon the battery and in the reft of the works; thofe 
who efcaped by leaping down were taken up by their own troops wait­
ing on the outfide of the ditch} hut the French themfelves con- 
feffied, that of the whole number, which was near one .hundred, 
every man was much difabled } and fome few were killed. Thus 
ended this aflauk, which after .expofing the city of Tritchanopoly to 
the gr cate ft rifque it had run during the war, ended by impairing the 
French force more than any other event fince the capture of Seringham : 
neverthelefs we do net find that lieutenant Harrifon received any re- 
compence for his gallant and fenffil coudud in this hazardous and im­
portant fervice: 'he died fome time after, without being promoted from * 
the rank in which lit ferved when he faved the city. «

The firing was heard by the outguards at Koiladdy, where the 
next evening a meflenger arrived from the city, upon which major 
Lawrence immediately detached a party to reinforce the garrifon, and 
prepared to follow with the reft of the army, but heavy rains pre­
vented him from arriving before the 3d of December. In the mean 
rime the enemy on the third night after the affault crofted the river 
again, with all the Myfore cavalry, eight thoufand men, difmounted,

. 7  who ,
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" T who bad protmfed the regent to make a more fuccefsful attack upon *753;*” •
the cify ; but finding the garrifon alert they retreated without attempt­
ing, any thing. *

The king of Tanjore, who, notwitbftanding the alliance he was en 
tering into with the French, knew nothing of their intentions to ftornt 
Tritchanopoly, was not a little aftonifhed at the news, and the lofs which 
th< y Inflamed in the attempt made him repent that he had (hewn fo 
much inclination to abandon the Nabob and the Englifh: the French 
finding that their misfortune produced a change in' the intentions 
which the king had began 10 entertain in their favour, determined to 
wafte no tnpre time io.negocktiog with him, but prepared to fend a 
party of Morattoes to ravage his country. The king having intelligence 
of their defign lent a body of troops under the command of hi., uncle 
Gauderow to Tricatapoiy, a fort eighteen miles eaft of Tritchanopoly,

i : where they were ordered to remain and punifh the Morattoes: for this
phrafe, in the vain language of the princes of Indoftan, is fynonimous 
to fighting, and is not feldom made ufe of even by thofe who lofe the 
battle. The king making a merit of tins refblution to the Nabob, pre­
tended that Gauderow only waited on the frontiers until the whole ar­
my was afiemhled, which would then immediately march to Tritcha­
nopoly. Major Lawrence, willing to put the ilnoenty of this profefhon 
to the left, wrote to the king that his troops would be of little fervice 
whilft they were commanded by fo unexperienced an officer as G.rnde- 
row, anddefired that Monack-jee might be reinftated in the command, 
of which he was the only man in the kingdom capable, "this com­
mendation ferved to confirm thoF, fufpicions of the general which 
had been raifed in the king’s mind by the ...fifices of his minifter ; and 
major Lawrence being informed of the alarm \vk .'  ̂ the king had taken 
from his remonftrances in Monack-jeek favour, rcfolved to make no far­
ther mention of his name, led the con Sequence' fhould be fatal to 
him j but ret}uefi:ed that the Tanjorine troops might join him without 
delay, even under the command of Gauderow. None however came; 
for the Morattoes having font a fmall party to amufe Gauderow, their 
main body of j 500 men penetrated into the kingdom at the end of De - 
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7-> >* c,-«nbcr by another road, and as they had threatened began to lay the 
country wade with fire and fword.

This was the firft motion which any of the enemy's parties had made 
Vjn.e the affault of Tritchanopoly: in the mean time feveral convoys 
were cfcorted from Tricatepoly to the Rngtifh camp.

in  the Carnatic the diftrifts which acknowledged the Nabob had re.- 
veeived no moleftation from his enemies fince the defeat of Mahomed 
Comaul £tt Tidpetti, which happened in the month of September.
The troops which Mr. Dupkix was able to fend into the field from 
Pondicherry had lately been employed in befieging Palam Cotali, the 
fame fort which they had refufed to reduce for Moran-row. This place, 
with the circumjacent territory, is the only part in the Carnatic which 
does not depend on the Nabob of Arcot; it belongs «.o the Nabob oi 
'Cudnpah. Examples of fuch fequeftrations occur in every province of 
the Mogul empire, which amongft the reft of its feudal inftitutions 
allots to every Nabob a certain revenue anting from the product ot 
lands, for his private expences: but as the bafis of the Mogul
government con fills in regulations which deprive all its officers of any 
pretenfions to real eftates, and in obliging them to acknowledge that 
they hold nothing by any other title than the favour of̂  the fovereign ;
.the lands thus allotted to a Nabob are rarely fituated in the province 
governed by himfelf, but are generally chofen in the moft diftant part 
of one of the neighbouring provinces; fo that in this inhibition the Mo­
gul’s authority over all his officers appears in its utmoft majefty ; fince 
the inhabitants of a province fee the Nabob appointed to rule them, ex­
cluded from the right of appropriating to himfelf any part of the terri­
tory over which hi* jurtfdifHon, notwithftanding, extends. Hence 
likewife a perpetual foprce of difputes is eftabiifhed between the N abohs 
of neighbouring provinces, who never fail to give one another reafon to 
complain of violence committed in thefe fequeftered lands. The Nabob 
of Cudapah applied to theprefidency of Madrafs to affift the governor of 
Palam Cotah, on'which they ordered a detachment of thirty Europeans, 
and two.hundred Sepoys, to march from Devi Cotah and relieve the place.
■ The detachment did not take the field before the enemy had made a

practicable

* •• ■’ % f ■■



k (  )  Book IV. H i s t o r y  of  t h e  C a r n a t i c . ^ \ C T

^ ^ w L a i c a b l e  breach which they intended to ftorm the next day: hut J T d p F  
lieutenant Frazer having concerted meafures with the governor, contri v- 
ed to introduce his party that very night, and the enemy at day break 
hearing Englifla drums beating in the place, fufpetted what had hap- 

pened, and immediately railed the ilege,
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1753. \  T  J  H I L  S X  thefe events were paffing in the fouthern parts of
(— v-~-' \  %/ the Decan, others of great confequence to the inferefts p f

the Fre.nch nation, happened at Golcondab, and in the northern pro­
vinces o f the Soubahfhip.

Notwithftanding the death of Ghazi-o-din Khan, which happened 
in Odtober 1752, the Morratoe generals, Ballagerou and Ragogi Bon- 
folo, continued the war againfl Sallabadjing and Mr, Bufly, who, as 
in the preceding year, marched weftwaru toward? the country of 
Ballagerow -} he, as before, began to burn his own villages, ami the 
Morattoe cavalry in feveral fkirmifhes, were repulfed with daughter 
by the French troops and artillery. Thefe lodes foon induced Balia- 
gerow to make propofals of peace, which was concluded about the 
middle of November at Calberga, a confiderable town and fortreis 
about 50 miles weft of Bcderj Sallabadjing giving up to. Ballagerow. 
feveral diftrids near Brampoor, in exchange for others in the neigh­
bourhood of Aurengabad, 'which had been given to him by Ghazio- 
din Khan. As foon as this peace was ratified  ̂ Ballagerow returned 
with his part of the army to Ponb and Ragogi Bonfolo with his to­
wards Nielur, the capital of his eftates, about 150 miles north-eaft: 
of Aurengabad,. on the borders of the province of Berar.

Mr. Buffy having brought the Soubah’s affairs to this ftate of ap­
parent tranquility, afked and obtained the province of Condavir, ad­
joining to the territory of Mafu1ipataam> of which the French com­
pany were already in poffeffioo; but Condavir was far lefs than the 
.extent of his views, and die was meditating much greater requefts, 
when they were interrupted by a renewal of hoftilities with Ragogi 
JBonfolo, who refenting that Sallabadjing had not confentcft to feveral 

‘ • demands,
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demands, which 'he .preferred when Ballagerow was treating, loitered * 7 ^ ”  
on the way until the other Morrattoe, whom he feared, was returned 
to  his capital; and then, aboutjptlir.ee weeks after the reparation, ap­
peared again before Calbcrga, where the army of Sailabadjing ftjh 
raoaiaed. . /: f  /

His cavalry, as ufual, ruined the country, intercepted convoys, 
and attacked fuch parties as they could furprize with fuperior numbers, 
but* avoided, as much as poffible, any encounter with the French 
troops : which however they could not always elcape j but were ex-*

W,. * pofed feveral times to the French artillery, by which they (uttered
confiderably, He neverthelefs continued his depredations, and Mr.
Butty wifhing, for thê  fake o f his own views, to relieve Sallabad-
jtng from all military operations, advifed him to give Ragogi feveral
diftrids in the neighbourhood o f Berar, who on this ceffion retreated
to his own country, about three weeks after he had recommenced
hoftilities. But thefe pacifications produced an effed contrary to that
which Mr. Bully had expeded from them ; for the ceffions made to
the Morattoes, had deprived many of SallaBadjitfg’s officers of their
peahens and employments, and confequently enervated their aver lion '
to the influence which Mr Bully maintained in his councils. Shana-
was Khan, the firft promoter o f this difeontent, no longer appeared
at the head of the fcdion , -but another more dangerous opponent en-

I couraged the difafteded, and thwarted Mr. Butty : this was Seid 
Lafcar Khan, the Duan, who under Nizam-al- muluck had held 
the poft o f captain-general of the Soubah's army, m which charader 
he likewife accompanied Nazirjing into the Carnatic. From the opinion 
entertained of his abilities, both as a IKtefman add a foldier, it was 
believed that Nazir-jing would have efcaped his if he had not' 
deprived himfelf of the counfels of this officer, by fending him to 
lupprcfs fome commotions at Aurungabad, foon after the army retired 
from Pondicherry to Arcot; he was at Aurangabad when Sallabad- 
jing a: d Mr. Bully arrived there, in the preceding year ; and although 
he detefred, more than any one, the favours which tire Soubah con­
ferred upon his European allies, he diilembled his fentiments lb well, 
that Mr. Butty believing him his friend, had perfuaded Sailabadjing to

U  u appoint
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appoint* him Durin,. or Vizier } but aS foon as Seid I.dhir Khan,
found bimlelf wcU-c(kblhhed in this peff, lie threw off the mu Ik, 
and on ail occaiioiis contradidcd the *d(nations' of hi# prince, when­
ever he thought they were dictated by the 'influence of Mr. Buff/';, 
and now more than ever, when he faw the extent of'his demands 
for the French nation. It happened that in the beginning of the year 
1753, a few. days after the peace'with Ragogi," Mr. fluffy fell dange- 

• "ouily ill at Chburga, and although hi? conftitution funnouhtcd'the
ficft attacks' of -his di (temper, he remained much enfeebled; and his 
phyfician being convinced, that-his: recovery depended on a total relief 
from thofe continual and anxious occupations, to which.Mr. Buffy 
could not refufe himfelf, wbilft he remained either in the' camp,- or §|| 
court of Satlabadjingj he advifed him immediately to retire., and to f  
fequeffer himfelf from all bufjnefs at Mafulipatmra, until he ffould. 
be perfectly recovered,. Accordingly, Mr. Buffy departed from the 
camp in January, but left all the French troops and Sepoys with SaU 
labadjing, who foon after las departure proceeded without interrup­
tion to Ayderabad. The officer who now commanded the French
troops, had neither experience, nor capacity fufficknt to penetrate and . 1, 
counteract the rfttrlgues of a ta&ion ;n a Mporifh. court;. and the D uaa. 
refolve& during Mr. Bully’s abfence, to break the union between 
thefe too powerful auxiliaries and his fovereign. This was no 
eafy tafk.; for Mr. Bully had per funded Salabadjing, a prince deficient 
both in perfoaal courage and Agacity, that the French battalion were - 1 . 
not only the principal fupport of his government againft foreign ene­
mies; but alfo the beft fecurity of bis perfon and authority againff * 
inteftine plot' and cemmothns. The Duan therefore found it ne»- 
ctffary to accuftom him by degrees to the abfence of thefe favourite 
troops: it was equally neceffary to prevent them from entertaining 
any fufpicion of this defign, for they were too formidable to be .re­
moved abruptly.} Mr. BuQy having joined to the battalion of Euro­
peans, a body of 5000 Sepoys, paid by himfelf and adting entirely 
under his own orders. The Dean therefore negieeltd for feme time j 
to fumsfh the pay of the french army at the uiuai periods, pretending * 
that fever al confidctable dillridte at .a .diffaace.from Aydcrabad, h a d ;

■ failed.;
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faUed in the payment o f their revenues to the t reaforyand when ^753^ 
the French officers, as he expected, complained loudly of their own 
diftreffes, he told them that he knew no other method of Satisfying their 
demands, unleft by fending them to collect the revenues c! the.
Soubah. from thofe who withheld them: this propofal they very 

■ readily accepted, expecting, from the cuftom of Indortan, that they 
fhould receive confukrable prefcnts, betides the fums which they were 
charged to levy. Still it would have been difficult to have obtained 
SaHabadjing’s confent for their departure, had not their own mifcon- 

- duff convinced him that it was neceffary for the peace of the city j
where, fince Mr. Buffy’s departure, the difciplme to which he had 
accufbmed them was fo much relaxed, that they daily committed 
difcrders, for which, the perfons aggrieved, were continually demand­
ing iuftice at the gates of the palace.

" As fbon as the Duan had-thus removed and feparated the greater!
H 'A part of the French troops, into feveral different parts of the country, 

he invented fome pretext to perfuade Sallabadjing, that it was ne~ 
ceiTary he fliould return without delay to Aurangabad; and even pre­
vailed upon him, to permit no more than a fmall detachment of their 
European and Sepoys to accompany him. He then inftru&ed the 
governor of Golconda, to furniffi no pay to thofe who remained in 
the city, and to diftrefc than by every other means, excepting open 
holla i ties; and the fame orders were given in the countries, to which 
the feveral detachments had been lent to"colled! their arrears. Ibis 
treatment, fo different from what the French had hitherto received, 
he thought would lead them,' of their own accord, to afk their dif- 
miffion from a fervice, in which they ihould find tlvarnothing more

was to be got. - _ . . , . ,
Accordingly, the foldiers and Sepoys difappointed of tmerr pay, be­

gan to clamour and dqfert; hut the French officers flood firm to 
their duty, and .Contributed their own money to appeafe thdir troops.
This refource, however, was very inadequate to the neceffify, and Me 
danger encreafmg every day, they wrote to Mr Buffy, that his im ­
mediate return to Hydrabad, was the only means left to ftve the 
national affairs in the Ocean. Mr. Bully, not bring )». lecovt.ul
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frpm his illne.% hefitated > but was fooa after determined by a pc- 
u-— j rcraptory letter- from Mr. Dupleix, threatening to make him refpon* 

fible for the confequences of his absence from the important corns* 
mand with which the nation had intruded him. with fuch unlimited 
confidence. He left Mafuluparnam • about the end of June, having 
previoufly fent orders to all the detachments flalioned abroad, to- 
be at Hydrabad, about the time that he expected. to arrive there 
himfelf. He arrived there, on die 23d of July, and found all his 
troops affembled in the city j. they were 500 Europeans and 4000 
Sepoys. This force, and his own prefence, • impofed reipedr upon the *
governor, and ail the other officers of Sallabadjing’s* adminulratiom.
They immediately, confected-, to iurnilh feme money in part of the 
arrears, which the Duan had withheld with fo much artifice, and 
Mr. Bully out of his own Hock, and by his credit with the bankers,, 
procured more, which till together was futijeient to appeafc the troops & 
whom, nevertheleis, m the firfi days after his arrival, he had with 
much difficulty been able to f eft-rain frean open tumult and-violence 
in the city. But although the prelent diftrefs was removed,, yet no 
.provifion was .made for the future r, and from the late practices, every 
obftacle was iiill to be expedited .from the .difpofition- of the Duan, 
who, at this very time, refufed to furnish the pay and fubfiftance, of 
the final! detachment which had accompanied Sallabadjing to Au~ 
rungabad. Mr. Bully law the only rtwftedy 5., and .determined to pro~- 
ceed with his whole force to that, city, as icon as the rains fhould 
ceafe, which, in that part of tire Decan, continue from the beginning 
of July to the end of September. The march from, G-olocnda to.
Auruqgabad is at leaft tpp miles :.. neverthclefs, he found means from,: 
his own reibnrees to make the necelfary preparations, and left GoL 
cpnda in the beginning of October.

Notwithftanding the evil difpofition of Seid La fear Khan, and his. 
adherents,’ Mr. Bufiy had feveral friends, who were men of import* • 
ante in the court o f Aurangabad*,, Sallabadjing himfelf, was - at this- 
time very much in debt to hfs own army, and .moreover, in appre~ - 
henfions of another rupture with Ragogi the Morattoe ; fo that the 
boldnefs of Mr. Bully’s re foie for, In. marching uncalled for to A u?

4 rungabad*!,
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