
g  V t̂e®E. V . H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  C a e n a t i 'c.- 3 - 3 3 ^ Q T

x jlllr ru n g a b a d , Created rso little perplexity in the councils of tlic Souhab, . 1753y 
and mbre in-the mind of his minifter, who even deliberated with, him - 
lelf, whether he Should not take tefuge in the impregnable fortrefs ot 
Poltahad, about eight miles from Aurangabad j he however judged 
better, and tried negotiation, making many excufes and apologies, prof­
fering to fur-render the feals of bis office, and requefting that Mr.
Bufly would confer them upon fome other perfon. Mr, Buffy pene­
trated the artifice of this teeming humility, which was pradtiferi by, 
the Duah. only hecaufe he knew- that Mr. Bufly would not rifque 
the obloquy and reproach of having moved him from his office, as- 
the preparatory means of obtaining the ambitious demands of his own 
nation from Sallabadjing. Both therefore were equally willing to 
treat,, and an able agent,'in whom both had equal confidence, foon- 
ad) ufled the terms of reconciliation. The ceremonials of the fir ft in­
terviews, both with Seid Laffcar Khan and baikhadjing, were delated 
by Mr. Buffy, and agreed to by them.

Every thing being fettled, the French army advanced on the 
23d of Novqnbet. from the ground where they had halted feveral 
days, waiting for the oondufion of the terms of reconciliation. A bout 
eight miles from Aurungabad, they were met by Seid La fear Khan, 
accompanied by. twenty-one other lords c f  diftinttion, all riding in the 
fame line on their elep’aants, attended by their refpc&ive guards and 
retinues, and furrounded by a great number of fpeftators. Warn 
near, the elephant of Seid Lafcar Khan bowed firft; on which all the 
other, lords demounted likewife, as did Mr. Buffy, who.embiaced htft 
Seid Lafcar Khan, and then the other lords. All then mounted again,
and proceeded in military order'towards tb,e. ooub&u who waited ><n
them,. accompanied by a great number of troops, in a tent, pitched 
at fome diftance from.this .interview. He embraced Mr. Buffy at the 
entrance of the tent, and was faluted by.;the 1 ret ch artillery. When 
feated within,. Mr. Bufly. made his ofkiings, which con lifted or ffvera* 
elephants,, fome.hoefes,;and jewelsj all »u§.officers iskeyvife preu-nt- 
©tl gold rupees* After v.hich Sallabadjing- arofft and came out of the 
tent, holding Mr. Bufly ;  me hand, who aflifled him to mount 
his.elephant, and then mounted his own,,as. aid all. the. lords, l-he.- 
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peer:lion »Si now magnificent and immonfe, corififting of a great 
* *mm~J * army, all the nobles, and moil: of the inhabitants of one of the firft 

cities irr Indoflan. Thepomp, when arrived at the palace, was falute-d 
by numerous and repeated difeharges of cannon. Asfoon as the. court 
was ranged, Sallabadjing made prefen ts to Mr. Bully, c f  the fame kind 
and valae as he hud juft before received from him, and then diftniffed 
the afferably. Mr. Buffy thea proceeded to the hou% of Seid Lafcar 
Khan, who confirmed and fwoce to- the executing the terms which 
Mr. luliy had infilled upon. They were, that « the provinces of 
* Mufbphanag-ur, Yaiorc, Rajamundrum, and Chickacolc; fltoald 
**■  he given for the fupport of the French array; and that the patents 

fhould be delivered in three days: that the firms which jaffer 
“  ali Khan, at that time governor of thofe provinces, might have 
“  dodeded before Mr. -Buffy fhould be able to fettle the admimffra- 
“  fionof them, fhould be made good from, the Soubah’s treafury, 

in cafe Jaffer ah Khan hioifelf Ihould delay, or evade the pay- 
<s nhstept of them : that the French troops fhould, as before the fepa- 
“  ratlQri> have the guard of the Soubah’s perfon: that he fhould 
“  not interfere in any manner in the affairs of the provihee of Arcot;

and that all other affairs in general, fhould be conducted with the 
“  concurrence of Mr. Bully. In return, Mr. Buffy fwore to flip- 
“  port and befriend Scd Lafcar Khan in his office of Dean.’1 The 
patents for:the four provinces were prepared without delay, and de- 

, livered to Mr. Buffy, who fent idem immediately to Mr. Moracin,
the french, chief at Mafulapatnam, with inttradions to take pof- 
feffion.

 ̂ Thefe acquifitbns added to Mafulapatnam, and the province of 
Condavjr, made the French matters of the fea-coaft o f  Coromandel 
and Orixa, in an uninterrupted line of 600 miles from Medapilly to 
the pagoda of Jagernaut. Thefe countries are bounded by a vail chain 
of mountains, which run nearly in the fame direction as the fea-coaft, 
and are in moll places about eighty or ninety miles diftant from it, 
although in feme few not more than thjjtv. They are covered with 
impenetrable forefls c f bumboes, and in their whole extent there are 
no more than three or four pafles„ which according to Mr. Buffy's ac- 
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may be defended by- 100 men ■ againft'ah army. The pro- 1753- 
vince' 6f  Condavir. extends between the river Kriftna and Gondegatxi, 
which gains the tea at Medapilly ; the limits, of the other four pro­
vinces are not exactly ascertained» nevcrthelefs it appears that Mufta- 
pbanagar joins to the north of Condavir * that Yalore lays to the nurth- 
wetl of Muftaphanagar: that Rajatrmnduxm is bounded to the fouth - 
by thde two provinces, and that Clnckacole, much the largeft of the 
Soar, extends 250 miles from the river Godaveri to the pagoda of Jagel*- 
naut. The revenues of the four provinces were computed at 3,100,000 
rupees j of Condavir, at 680,000, and the dependencies of Mafulipat- 
nam were lb much improved that they produced this year 507,000} in 
ah 4,287,000 rupees, equal to more than 535,000 pounds fterling : 
ail thefe rents, excepting thofe of .Mafulipatnam, and its dependencies, 
which feemed already to have been carried to the height, might be 
greatly improved. Seyjbat thefe territories rendered the French snifters - 
of the greatefl dominion, both in extent and value, that had ever been 
pofieffed in Indoftan by Europeans, not excepting the Fortugueze, when 
at the height of th.eir profperity. Nor were commercial advantages want­
ing to enhance the value of thefe acquifmons, for the rnanufadlures of 
cloth proper for the European markets arc made in this part of the De­
can; of much better fabric, and at much cheaper rates than in the 
Carnatic: in Rajahmundruin are large forefts os teak trees, and it is 
the only part of. the coaft of Coromandel and Orixa tha< iurniihes this 
wood, which is equal in every refpedt to oak j Chickapole abounds in 
rice and other grain, of which great quantities are exported every year to 
the Carnatic. Although it was intended that the French humid nor 
bold thefe countries, any longer than they mainlined the ftipulated. 
number of troops in the Soubah’s iervice, yet it is evident tjiat he 
could not have given them an .eftablifh'ment \n any part of his doini - 
nitons, from which it would be fa difficult to expel them, in cafe they • 
uegledted to fulfil their obligation: for, defended op one hand by the 
chain of mountains, and having on the other all the. refopw.es; 0/ the- 
lea open, they m ight,. with a few precautions, defy the united force 
o f the D ecan.. This the .Euan, . Seki Dakar Khan knew, and Ctcmd- 
ed/o much,, that he had offered Mr. Bp fly a lpueh larger tract of.
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jgQn from demanding thefe provinces.
Mr, Bully pafted the remainder of tire year 1753, at Aurungabad, 

employed in regulating the difcipline of his troops, in providing means 
for their pay and fubfiilence, and in making preparations to act in con­
cert with tlte army of -Sallabadjing, againft the Mprrattoe .Ragog-i 
Boniolo.

Upon the death of Ghazi-o-din Khan, the emperor, Harried Schah, 
conferred the office of captain-general of the army upon Sche-abeddin, 
the fon of Ghazi-o-din Khan, although at that time a. youth, not 
mors than 16 years of a£#j but a diligent education, and very un­
common natural talents, with the conftant advice of the preceptor of 
his infancy, enabled him to conduct himfelf in this great office, not 
only without folly, or indecifion, but with fo much artifice and bold- 
nefs, as f©on convinced all the ornrahs of the r&urt, that he was much 
more to be dreaded than defpifed , and indeed/ he never rejected any 
crime which promoted fb ’ end he intended \p accomplifh. For fome 
time his uncle Sailabadjiri* remained in apprehenfions that he would 
■ march into the Decan, to revenge his father’s death j but he had at 
that time.taken io great a part in the diftra&ed affairs of Delhi, that 
he had neither leifure or opportunity to interfere fo far from the 
capital. We flw.il defer to give any account of thefe events, until 
the confequ.cnces of them come to affedt or influence the Englifh 
affairs in another part of Ifidoffan, '

The Englifh them (elves- could not r e f r a i n a d m i r i n g  the fagacity 
of Mr. Dupleix’s condu&, which, .by making the war in the Carnatic fub- 
fervient to his views on the northern provinces, had by degrees led his 
nation to the great dtablifhments,of which they were now in poffeffion,
A t the fame time they bad the fatisfaftion to know that thefe fucceffes 
of their enemies could not be imputed to any dekets in their own 
•condud j for fo far from having a force Sufficient to make head againft 
the French, in two parts of the country fo diftant from each other as 
Golconda and rriichanopcb-; their whole force collected was always 
much inferior to what the; French were able to oppofe to them in the 
iby thorn parts o f the Decan j where nothing but efforts o f valour, fcarsely 
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\ ,;. ^  \  -J to  'be paralleled, had carried them through the two wars o f Chundauheb  ̂17 S ^ L  j  
and the Myforeans. It was equally fortunate for the nation, that chance 
ifoould have placed during thefe arduous times, a man of much fagadty, 
indefatigable application, and a perfeverance equal to Buplcix’s, at the 
head of the prefidency fuch was Mr. Saunders, who cams to tire 
government a little before the death o f  Narh-jing * and, convinced by 
that event o f the ambitious fchemes o f Mr. D upkix, determined to 
oppofc them to the utmoft o f his ftrength, notwithftanding he had 
no iaftrudions from the company to engage in foofliltlies j and not- 
withftanding the two nations were at peace in Europe, he had with 
the fame fpirit continued the war, never diicouraged by adverfe turns, 
nor dreading the event o f defperate attempts when neccflary to retrieve 
them. T he two governors had during the whole courfe of hoftflities 
carried on a foarp and acute Controveriy by letters; and Mr. Dupleir, 
who had even before the event happened, perfuakd himfelf that /
M r. Bully would obtain the northern provinces, had towards the end 
o f the year 1753, affe&gd to shew an inclination to terminate the 
war in the Carnatic j and m foe beginning of the year 1754, con­
fected to treat in form. W hen it was agreed that a conference fbould 
be held in the town of Sadras, belonging to the Dutch, on the road 
between Mcdrafs and Pondicherry.

T h e  deputies, on the fide o f  the English, were M r. Paik end Mr. Van- 1754, 
fiunrt: on the French, the father Lavaur, fupericr o f the French Jefoits in 
India; M r. Kirjean, nephew to Mr. Dupleix ; and Mr. Ratlfifet, a 
■ member of the council o f Pondicherry. T hey met on the 3d -ot .Janu­
ary ; the two governors foperintending and direding their proceedings 
by letters, which were no more than twelve hours in coming from 
Pondicherry, and only fix from Madrafs. T he Bnglifh deputies opened 
the conference by propofing as the balls o f the negociatioj;,- that Maho- 
med-ally ihould be acknowledged Nabob o f the Carnatic, with the 
fame authority as had ever been poffefied by any former N abob; arid 
that the king o f Tartjore fhoulci he guarantied in the peaceable pofiehion 
o f his kingdom. \ The French theft produced their ideas of a balls, and 
the whole o f their terms together: their balls implied the acknowledg­
ment of Salabad-jirig as Soubah o f the Decan, and the immediate rete&fe
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of’ the French prifoners taken during the war : the Englifh, in return
^  v for their acquiefcence to thefe two articles.,' were to he exempted from 

the ground rent of Madrafs, 3 fa-iati fine formerly paid to the govern­
ment of Arcot; they were to keep jpofleflion of the country of Ponamalee j 
and fome eftablifiiment was to be made for Mi homed-aHy after his 
difference with the Myforean concerning Tritchanopcly was conciliated.
It was impoftible to have made propofals more direcliy oppofite ; for 
by acknowledging Salabad-jing without reftriftions, the French would 
become arbiters of the fate of the Englifh in the Carnatic, as they would 
of the French, i f  Mahomed-ally was acknowledged : fo that each fide re- 
quired of the other to give up every thing before they had well begun 
to treat of any thing. However the bufinefs did not flop, and the Freach 
deputies produced ieven patents, which they called their authorities for 
interfering as they had done, in the affairs o f the Mogul government, and 
for making the prefent demands: two o f thefe were patents from Mur- 
zafa-jing 5 one appointing Mr. Dupleix commander in all the coun­
tries from the river Kriftna to the fea j the otfcer Chundafaheb governos 
of the Carnatic: four were from Salabad-jing} two confirming tha 
two foregoing j another giving the countries of Arcot and Tritcbanopoly 
to Mr. Dupleix after the death of Chundafahebthe other appointing 
Mortiz-ally of Velore lieutenant under Mr. Dupleix in thefe countries 
the Jevenfch and kft piece, which the French, called the tnoft authentic, 
was a letter from the great Mogul, confirming all that Salabad-jing had 
done in favour of Mr. Dupleix and his allies. The French deputies- 
then a/ked what titles the Englifh had to produce j who replied that they, 
confided of patents from Nazir-jing, Gazi-o-din Khan, and the Great 
Mogul, appointing Mahorred-ally Nabob-of the Carnatic:, here again 
was- a fiat eontradi&ion, a id of fuch a. nature as could not- be ad*- 
jufted without, fending the deputies to Delhi. The French, notwith* 
Sanding-, infilled that the titles fhould be examined and being told 
that the Nabob’s were at Tritchanopoly, deiired that they mighi.be im* 
mediately fent for 5 neverthelefs they in the mean time delivered copies 
of their own to be ferutini/. rd by the Englifh.deputies. But Mr. Saun­
ders, convinced that this examination would multiply difeuflions, without 
teijociv.'ngany.of the. fufpicions and objections whjph prevailed with both
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Tides on the validity of the advejrfary’s titles, came clofe to the point, ^ipfppLLj 
-and ordered his deputies to propofe that the English and French fhould 
be put in poffeffion of lands of equal value in fuch different parts of 
the province as might prevent future difputcs; that the commerce of 
the two companies in the Carnatic fhould he eftabluhed on equal terms 

-of advantage» that fecurity fhould be given to the Myforeans for fuch 
a fum "of money as upon an equitable adjuftment of their account might 
appear to be due to them ; that a penfion fhould be affigned to Rajafa- 
heb, the fon of Chundafaheb ; and that Uie French prifoners fhould be 
releafed ;• provided Mr. Duplcix would acknowledge Mahomed-ally Na­
bob of the Carnatic. Thefe propofals left the French fuperior by the 
whole of their poffeffions to the northward, which were of much greater 
value than what the Englifh would have been content to take, fubjeft 
to an equality with them in the Carnatic: a moderation which would 
have been inconfiftent with the continual fuccefstof the Englifh arms, 
if the expences of the war had not already greatly hurt the commer­
cial interefts of the Eafl-India company, reftrained, by their charter, 
from enlarging their capital. The acknowledgment of Mahomed- 
ally appeared the only difficulty in Mr. Saunders's propofa! j but even 
this might be removed by the Englifh acknowledging Salabad-jing, 
on condition that he would confirm Mahomed-ally in the Nabobilrip; 
and that the French would iikewife agree to concur equally with the 
Englifh in fupporting this prince in his government. But Mr. Dupleix 
was fo intoxicated by his connexions with Salabad-jing, and his no­
tions of his own authority in the Carnatic, that he rejeded Mr. Saun­
ders’s propofal with difdain. It was now no longer poltible to mi flake 
his views, or to doubt that he had any other intention than to leave 
the Englilh in poffeffion o f ’a fortieth part of the territories dependant 
on Arcot, on condition that they would tamely fuller him to keep 
and govern all the reft with abfolute fovereignty. Big with thefe ideas, 
he ordered his deputies to infill ftrenuoufly on the validity of his titles: 
and whilft they w$re explaining the various events, which had led 
their nation to the acquinticn of fuch important prerogatives, the 
Engiilh deputies difeovered that the Mogul’s letter to Mr. Dupleix 
wanted the ufual dgnatUre, which is a feal engraved with his name
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W v W  wife obferved that the feal imprefied on the wax which had fecared 
the cover of the letter,, appeared by the date to be thirty-three years 
old; and eonfequently belonged to a- former emperor. Tkefc defefls 
naturally gave them many fiifpkioiis, which were much confirmed, 
when, on defirmg an explanation-from the French deputies, they im­
mediately recalled' all their papers, giving for. a reafon, that they 
would not fubrnit them to any farther examination before the Nabob’s- 
patents were produced. This in reality was no reafcn at al l ; they,- 
however, confuted- Mr. Dwpleix on’ the objections made to the Mo­
gul’s .letter, who replied, that the piece he had delivered to them was 
only a duplicate, to which the writer in the ieeretary’s office at Delhi,, 
might have thought it- needled, to affix the feal of fignature,. and that" 
with the fame negligence foe frrft leal which came to hand might have 
been taken up by him* to feal. the cover; but that the original brought 
by the Mogul’s officer deputed from Delhi, hud the feal of fignature 
affixed to it, which was dated in the firfi year of the reign of the late 
emperor Hamed Schah ;■ and that the letter itfelf was dated in- the 
fifth year of his reign, the fame in which it was received. It now 
became neceffary to examine the original, and to enquire whether its 
was the cuftom in the feeretary’s office at Delhi to pay fo little atten­
tion to duplicates: but Mr. Saunders, and the Englifh deputies, 
thought that what they had already teen and heard was a fufficienr 
proof that the copy was a forgery, and concluded, the fame of the 
original, and the rtft of the French papersthe French deputies never* 
thdefs perfifted to dfefend the authenticity o f them; and lead the ab­
rupt manner in which they had withdrawn them from farther examina­
tion fhoald be interpreted as a proof that they themfelves knew their 
pieces could not fiand the ted, they now gave another reafon for this 
part of their condud, alledging that they had recalled them only for 
fear copies fhould be taken in. order to diredt Mahomed-ally in making 
out thefe patents he had promifed to produce. This blundering apology 
expofed their caufe more than any remarks which their adverfaries ha# 
hitherto made; for it was a tacit acknowledgment, that they themfelves- 
were convinced of the potability of forging patents with fo much dexte-
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bv what means they arrived at this cotividion j. and the Englilh deputies *
mi;’ht have added, as the natural eonfequences of this principle laid 
down by theu? adversaries, that if Mahomed-ally could avail himfelf of 
fuch arts, Mr. Dupleix might have made ufe of them likewifet this 
argument, however, was not produced, either becaufe it did riot occur, 
er becaufe it would have exploded the pretentions arifmg from patents 
on both Tides: but this the Englith ought to have wilhed, fmee it would 
have reduced the conference to a plan of equality, which would give 
them a right to demand an equal fhare of the countries to the north­
ward,. or to infill that the French fhould 1 linquifh them 5 after which 
the Engliih might have confented to recede from this demand, on con­
dition that Mr. Dupleix fhould acknowledge Mahomed-ally in the Car­
natic : but arguments have very little influence in treaties, and both 
fidcs had already made ufe of fuch (harp invectives on the condudt of 
their adverfaries during the war, that it was matiifeft neither had any 
hopes of bringing about a reconciliation. Thus the conference broke 
up on the eleventh day after it began, leaving both fides more exafperated 

than ever.
In the mean while hoftihties did not ceafe. The body of 1200 Mo- 

rattoes, who had flipped by Gauderow, pufhed through the kingdom of 
Tanjore even to the fea-coaft j plundering and burning the villages, 
deftroying the grain, and driving off the cattle : the confternation and 
mifehief which they fpread through the country, convinced the king of 
his imprudence in having fet lo little value on the iliiance of the Eng­
lilh, as well as on the abilities of his general Monack-jee; and with 
the ufual lupplenels of weak mind's when involved in dangerous 
circumftances, he now ffrenuoufly fbllicited major Lawrence to 
march to his relief; and reinftated Monack-jee in the command of 
the army. The violent rains had fwclled the rivers, and rendered the 
roads fo bad, that it was impoffible for the Englilh to march into his 
country; but Monack-jee went in queft of the enemy without delay, 
at the head o f 3000 horfe. The Morattoes, ignorant of the country, 
had imprudently got between two branches of the Cokroon near the 
fea, and afudden flood fwelled both the channels fo much, that they
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ik tore the waters luhiided. Whilft they were waiting for this at the 
head of the illand, Monack-ice marched and encamped to the eaft- 
vyard of them, near a pafs which he knew would be fordable fboner 
than any other part of the two arms by which they were enclofed j 
ana the /fiftant that the waters were lufHcieutly fallen, crofted over..

coming upon than by furprize, attacked them in the angle ol the 
ill in, 1, where it was f  • narrow that his troops extended from one arm 
to the othor in their front. The Morattoes, thus pent up, feeing no 
other means toefcape but by cutting their way through the Tanjorines,
•exerted themfelves with their u fusil bravery augmented by defpair :
•but on the other hand, the Tanjorines were inflamed by the defire of 
revenging the injuries their country had buffered from thefe cruel free­
booters, and Monack-jce, fen fible that the continuance of his matter's 
uncertain favour would depend on the fuccefs of this day, animated 
his troops, who loved him, by his own example; lighting in the 
thickeft throng with the utmott intrepidity. Valour on both fries be­
ing thus equal, the fuperiority of numbers decided the vi&ory : 800 
of the Morattoes were killed, and moft of the rett were wounded and 
taken prifoners, To deter them from invading his country.in future, 
JVlbnack-jee ordered all the dead bodies to be hanged upon trees; and 
all the prifoners, not excepting thofe who were wounded, to be im­
paled alive In fight of the high roads. Having difgraced his victory 
by this cruelty, he returned with the horles of the ilain in triumph to 
Tanjore. The Engliih hoped that this fuccefs would induce the 
hing to fend his troops to join them ; and the victorious general ex- 
peded that tfre fervice he had rendered would confirm him in his 
matter’s favour: but both were disappointed ; for the envy o f the mi- 
nifter Sncco-jee increafing with the merit of his rival, he perfuaded the 
king that there was no longer any ireccffity to be at the expence o f 
keeping his troops in pay, fince the fevere blow which the Morattoes 
had received, would doubtlefs deter them from making another incur- 
fion into his country.. 1  he king therefore, after complimenting Mo­
ri ackjee on his fuccefs, told him there was no farther occafion for his 
fervice, and difbanded his army,
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; ..-I#7 The number of French prifoners jji Tritehanopoly, obliged major ^ 754^
Lawrence to augment the garrifon to 300 Europeans, and 1500 Se­
poys ; 1 tjo of the battalion likewifc remained fick in the hoipital; fo 
that the whole force with which he kept the held was no more than 
600 Europeans, including the artillery men, and 1800 Sepoys 5 thcJ 
French battalion, reinforced in December with 200 men, was now 
equal to the EnglHb, and they had moreover lour companies of To- 
pafles, each of 100 men, diftinCt from their battalion j they had 
ilf„ 6000 Sepoys, and the Myforeans and Morattoes remained as be­
fore, with little alteration in their numbers. Notwithftanding this 
filpericrity, the enemy did not venture to quit the ifland and encamp 
to the fourh of the Caveri.

The plain of Tritehanopoly having been fo long the feat of war, 
fcarce a tree was left Handing for feveral miles round the e;tv ; and the 
Engliflh detachments were obliged to march five or fix miles to get fife- 
wood. Their provlfions came chiefly from the Tanjore country, but 
rhe merchants would not venture nearer than TricatapoUy; a fort 
eighteen miles eaft of Tritehanopoly, from whence, when a fuilicient: 
quantity was collected, they were efcorted to the camp. VV hat came Irom 
Tondeman’s country Was brought at appointed times to. the fLirts of 
his woods, within fix or (even miles of the camp. I he detachments 
lent on thele fervices were feldom kfs than 150 Europeans, and 500 
Sepoys, a force which the enemy’s cavalry, unfupported by Europeans, 
were always afraid to attack; and feven convoys were fafely efcorted 
from the beginning of January to the middle of February; at which 
time a convoy was in readineis, much larger than any ol the former, 
her it con lifted of a great quantity of military fibres, as • well as previ* 
firms, the carriage of which required no left than 3000 oxen: the 
tfcort was therefore made ftronger than ufual, being compofed of the 
grenadier company of 100 men, So other Europeans, 800 Sepoys* 
and four pieces ol cannon; this force, although more than one third 
of the army, was fearedy adequate to the convoy ; arid, what was 
ftill more unfortunate, the command of the party fell, by the rotation 
of military duty, to an officer of little experience, and let's ability: 
however* as the enemy had lately exerted themfelves fo little,, little

danger
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54. danger was apprehended $ and it was imagined that a party o f Tan- 
w - v-^,j j orinc horfc wjiicji encamped at Cootaparah, five miles north-call 

o f Elimiferum, would join the effort upon any emergency: but thefc, 
whether inadvertently, or from a malicious delign of avoiding the fer- 
vice expected from them, quitted their poll the 12th of February, 
the very day that the dcort marched ; which, Itowever, arrived with­
out interruption at Tncatapoljy in t&e evening, from whence they fet 
out with the convoy the next day, and gained Kelly Cotab, where 
they palled the night ; this fort is flouted about five miles to the eaft 
o f Cootaparah, and the road between fhefe two places lays through 
the Hurts o f Tondeman’s woods. The enemy at Seringharn receiving 
intelligence that the party were returning, determined to meet them 
with a iufficieut force; 12000 horfe, Morattoes and Myfereans, 6000 

•ax Sepoys, 400 Europeans, with feven pieces of cannon, croffed the
J river in the night, and polled themfelves a little to the eaft o f Coota­

parah, T he convoy continuing their march at day break the 15th, 
advanced two mites from Kelly Cctah without any fufpicion of danger; 
when they difeovered at a. diftance feveral bodies o f  cavalry moving 
on all tides amongft the Tickets and underwood. T h e commanding 
officer neverthelefs made no change in his difpofition, which happened 
to be the very worft that could have been imagined; for he had dif- 

I tributed the troops in final) bodies along each fide o f the line o f bul­
locks and carts, and even in the front and rear kept no more than jt 
fingle platoon. T h e Morattoes were commanded by Moran-row and 
Jnnis Khan, who foon discovered the weaknefs of this order o f march, 
and refolvcd to take advantage o f  it without waiting for the French 
troops. Orr a iudder. all the different bodies of cavalry, which fur- 
rounded the convoy, fet up a About in concert, and galloping up at full 
fpeed charged every part of the line almoft in the lame inftant; fome 
pufhingon to the intervals which feparatci the different platoons, and 
then falling on thc»r flanks, whilft others attacked them in front.
T he onfet was fo fudden and impetuous, that few of the Englifh 
troops had time to give more than a fingle dilcharge, after which, what 
refinance they made, was all pell-mell, and in confufion, every man 
truftiog only to hirnfelf, and reviving to fell his life as dear as poffible.
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M oil of the Sepoys flung down their arms and fled at the beginning 1754 ' 
of the onfet. The bullocks terrified by the tumult, increafed it by wn< * 
pu filing on all tides to get away, fometimcs again ft the enemy, fame- 
times upon the cfeort. The fight however continued until the French 
troops came up, who obliging the Morattocs, much again ft their will, 
to theathe their fwords, offered quarter, which was accepted: 138 
foldiers were made prifoners, and of thefe too were wounded, 50 
were killed on the fpot: of eight officers five were killed, and the 
other three were wounded $ amongft them the commanding officer, 
mortally. Lieutenant Revel, the fame who fcrved at the defence of 
Arcot, commando* the artillery in this adtion : this brave man feeing 
the day loft, and the enemy on the point of getting pofteflion of the can­
non, differed himfelf to be cut down without making refiilar.ee, •rather 
than quit the work in which he was employed, of ipiking up one of 
the field pieces. The garrifon of Elimiferum, as loon as they heard tha 
firing, marched to fectire the village of Cootaparah, that the convoy 
might take poll in it : but all was loft before they arrived there*'

This was by far the fevered blow which the Englhh troops had fuf- 
fered during the courfe of the war; it took oft one third of the bat­
talion ; but what rendered the misfortune irreparable, was the lofs of 
that gallant company of grenadiers, whole courage on every occafion 
we have feen deciding the victory, and who may befaid, without 
exaggeration, to have rendered more fervice than the fame number of 
troops belonging to any nation in any part of the world. The whole 
convoy, provisions, military ftcres*, and 7000 pounds in money/ fell 
into the enemy’s hands, who resumed with their booty and their pri­
foners to the ifland. They fbon after let the Sepoys at liberty, who 
returned to the Englilh camp j and they permitted the two furviving 
Englifh officers to depart on their parole, which was taken in the 
name of Salabad-jing.

The prefideney of Madras's, as foon as they heard of this misfortune, 
fent a detachment of 180 men, under the command of captain Pigou, 
to Devi Cottah, by Pea j and about the fame time hopes were entertained 
of reinforcing the army with a body of cavalry, which Had lately arrived 
to Arcot, under the command of Maphuze Khan, the Nabob’s elder

Y  y brother.
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brother. This man, taken prifoner when his father was killed at the 
battle of Amour, was carried by Chundafaheb to Pondicherry, where 
he remained until Nazir-jing came into the province, when Mr.Dupleix, 
at the requeft of this prince, releafed him. On Nazir-jing’s death he 
teemed inclinable to follow the fortunes of Murzafa-jing, with whom 

‘ he went out of the Carnatic; but after his death retired to Cudapah, 
where he had remained until he took it into his head to come back to 
the Carnatic with 2000 horfe, and as many Peans, to ferve, as he faid, 
the Nabob his brother. He neverthekfs on his arrival at Arcot de­
clared he could proceed no farther without receiving a fum of money to 
fatisfy his troops; this his brother Abdul-wahab pro mi led to i apply, 
upon which it was expected that he would march immediately to Trit- 
chanopoly. The experience of the late difailer convinced major Law­
rence, that the party at Devi Cottah, was not flrong enough to march 
to the camp, and dreading to leave the city expoied to another affault, 
by moving to join them, he ordered them to wait at Devi Cottah, 
until Maphuze Khan came up, and determined in the mean time to 
maintain his ground on the plain, notwithftanding he bad only 400 
Europeans in the field, The fmallnefs of this number rendered it im- 
polhble to bring provifions from fuch a diftance as the Tanjore country, 
and indeed the king, not doubting but that the late defeat of the efcort 
would oblige the English to retire from Tritchanopoly, difeouraged 
his merchants from fupplying them any longer. Tondeman’s coun­
try-therefore remaining the only refource, a party of 300 Sepoys were 
detached, with orders to tolled them in Killaoorc, a village in the 
woods, about twelve miles from the city. The detachments of Euro­
peans employed to efcort them were not permitted to move farther 
than five miles from the camp, at which diflance they halted, and fent 
forward a detachment of Sepoys, who met the provifions, efcorted by 
the party of Sepoys from Killanore, at the fkirts of the wood, and 
returned with them from thence to the port where the Europeans were 
halting. In this fervice they were much affifted by the adivity and 
vigilance of Mahomed Iflouf, an excellent partizan, whofe ment 
had raifed him from a captain of a company, to be commander in 
chief of all the Sepoys in the Englifh fervice, into which he firft in- 

4 lifted
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lifted under captain Clive, a little before the battle of Covrepauk: 1754.
he was a brave and refolute man, but cool and wary in adlion, and v 'r “”i 
capable of ftratagem; he conftantly procured intelligence o f the 
enemy’s motions, and having a perfect knowledge o f the country, 
planned the marches of the convoys Co well, that by conftantly chang­
ing the roads, and the times o f bringing the provifions out of the woods, 
not one of thorn was intercepted for three months. The enemy, 
however, getting intelligence that the magazines were kept at Killanore, 
fent, in the end of March, a party to attack that place; but they were 
repulfed by the Sepoys ftationed there. About the fame time the re­
gent detached 1000 horle, and 1000 Sepoys, with fome pieces of cannon, 
to his own country, which the Morattoe Balazarow had entered, and 
was plundering: but loon after he received a reinforcement of 2000 
Morattoes, under the command of Moran-row’s brother, which more 
tharr compenfated the draught he had made from his army : even 
this reinforcement did not tempt the enemy to quit the ifland, and en­
camp on the plain, although it was evident that this meafure would in­
evitably oblige the Englifh either to retire or bring on a general action.
In the mean time the Englifh camp, although not diftreffed for pro- 
vifions, had little hopes o f receiving any reinforcements to enable them 
to ftand their ground if  the enemy Ihould take this ftep ; for the de­
tachment at Devi Cottah could not prudently move until they were 
joined by Maphuze Khan, who cavilling with his brother about the pay 
o f his troops, had got no farther than Conjevaram, and (hewed no in­
clination to proceed from thence before his demands were fatisfied.
Major Lawrence therefore, as the only refource, reprefented to the 
prefidency the neceffity o f endeavouring to recover the. king o f  Tan- 
jore to the Nabob’s intereft, and Mr, Palk, who had during hts for­
mer refidence at Tanjore, made himfclf acceptable to the king, was 
fent thither again in the middle of April. He now found the king 
difficult of accefs, and more than ever under the influence o f his 
minifter Succo-jee, who was carrying on a -treaty with the Myforeans, 
and had prevailed on his mailer to imprifon Monack-jee, under pre­
tence that he had not accounted regularly for the monies which had 
bean iffued for the expences of the army. The reprefentations made

Y  y 2 by
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by Mr. Palk, prevented the king from, concluding the treaty with the 
Myforeans, but did not induce him to lend his troops to Tritchanopoly,
In thefe circumllances, which the enemy’s generals i f  indued with 
common fagacity or activity might foon have rendered defpmte, it 
was difeovered that the army had for fome time been expofed to the 
danger of treachery from a perfon lit whom, by the nature of Iris office, 
major Lawrence had been obliged to repole the utmoll confidence.

One day in the beginning, of April, a Bramin informed the fervent 
of captain Kilpatrick, that as he was walking him felt that morning 
at the river fide, ldme of the enemies Colleries eroded the river, and 
gave a parcel to feme Colleries belonging to the Bnglilh camp, whom 
he heard, although indiftindLy, faying fomethiftg about a letter, and 
Mahomed Ifibuf the commander of the Sepoys j he added, that he 
knew the men who had taken the parcel, and defired nffiftance to 
feize them. The Colleries were immediately taken up, and one o f 
them, without hefitation, delivered a woollen parcel, containing a 
letter direfted to Mahomed Ifibuf, which captain Kilpatrick imme­
diately carried to the major, in whole pretence it was opened, and in­
terpreted by Poni.ipab, the principal lingnift. It was from the king 
of Myfore, fealed with his feal of fignature, and on rbe back 
was ftamped the print of a hand, a form equivalent with the Myfo­
reans to an oath. The letter defired Mahomed Ifibuf, and another of­
ficer of Sepoys, to meet, according to their promile, fome perfons who 
were to be deputed by the king, with powers to atjjfuft the time and 
manner of betraying the city of Tritchanopoly; in reward for which 
fervice the king promifed, if the plot fucceeded, to give Mahomed 
Ifibuf a fum yf money equal to 160,000 pounds fteding, a confider- 
able command in his army, with ibme lands j he agreed Jikewife to 
reward, in the manner that Mahomed Ifibuf fliould recommend, fuch 
friends as he might employ in the enterprize. O11 this Mahomed If­
ibuf, the other officer of Sepoys mentioned in the letter, the Bramin 
who gave the information, and the Colleries he had accwfed, were 
bnprifoned; and captain Kilpatrick, with captain Cailiaud, were 
appointed to examine them. The Bramin was a writer to the com- 
mifiary of the army, and had lately been confined upon a fulpicion of
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' having embezzled feme money; he perfifted in his ftory j out the t 75p\
CoUeries faid, that the parcel was fir ft difeovered by them laying on 
fomefteps, near the place where they were wafhing, and trat afking 

1  one another what it might be, they concluded it was Something be- 
longing 6° a perfon who had waflied there in the morning, or to the 

I  Bramin himfelf who was then wafhing very near them: fo they agreed 
not to touch it, and went away; but one, Ids fcrupulous than the reft, 
in hopes that it might contain fomething of value, returned and took 
it up. Mahomed lfiouf, and tbs other Sepoy officer, declared they 
knew nothing of the matter. Poniapah the linguift interpreted the 
depofitions, and gave it as his opinion, that the Bramin knew more 
of the letter than he had difeovered. The next day the prifoners were 
examined again, when the Bramin was allured that his life fhoukl 
befpared if he would reveal the truth: upon which he declared, that 
the day before he accufed the CoUeries, he went to Seringham, in 
corafequence of a meffage from the regent of Myfore, defiring to fee 
him ; when the regent offered him a reward of 100,000 rupees, if 
he would contrive to make ufe of the letter in queffion, fo as to pre­
judice Mahomed Ilfouf in the minds of theEnglithj he added, that 
he undertook the commiffion partly for the fake of the reward, and 
partly from delire to be revenged on Mahomed lfiouf, who had been 
ihe principal author of his late imprifonment. The CoUeries were 
again examined feparately, and agreed, without any variation, in the 
depofition they made the day before; upon which they, as well as 
Mahomed lfiouf, and the other Sepoy officer, wer e releafed, and de­
clared innocent.

However, fiifpieions were entertained that the whole truth had not 
been told, and that feme perfon, of much more eonfequenee than an 
infignificant writer, fuch as the Bramin, was at the bottom of this 
dating iniquity : the Bramin was therefore fent back to prifdn, and 
remained there feveral days, often urged to diicover more ; but ftill 
per filling ip his fecond depofition. At length, major Lawrence find­
ing that gentle methods produced nothing, determined to try the effedt 
of terror, and ordered Poniapah, the linguift, to acquaint him, that 
he muft prepare to die the next morning, unlefs he coniefied the whole
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' 1754. truth, and iupported it by proofs. The linguifl. returned and faid, the
.v—̂ v-w pr;fontr |iatj novv confeffed that he had been advifed to go to the king, 

and propofe the feheme of the letter by one Gopinrauze, a man who 
refilled in Tritchanopolv, and formerly ferved as an interpreter to the 
•linglifh commandant of the garrifon. Gopinrauze was immediately 
examined} he faid he knew nothing of the affair, but appeared con» • 
founded and frightened, upon which Poniapah the linguifl faid he was 
certainly guilty, Whilfl; the examination of Gopinrauze was carried 
on in the camp, the Bramin confined in the city, contrived to fend a 
mellage to Mahomed Iffouf, defiling to fee him, having fomething of 
importance to communicate. Mahomed Iflouf immediately repaired 
to the prifon, taking the precaution to carry another perfon with him 
to be a witnefs of the converfation } when the prifoner made the fol­
lowing declaration. That ferving in the cominiffary’s department, un­
der Peramrauze the principal agent and interpreter to the Englifh Com- 
miffary, he had feverai times been fent to Seringham to follicit the re- 
leafe of his mailer’s family, who had been taken prifoners when the 
convoy coming from Tricatapolly was defeated. After feverai journies 
he procured their liberty, and a little while afterwards Poniapah pro- 
pofed to him, as he was known in the enemy’s camp, to carry a letter, 
and deliver it either to the king, or fome of his principal officers; the 
Bramin anfwered, that it was a dangerous bufinefs, for which he might 
be hanged j to which the linguifl replied, that he thou Id be able to 
fave him by faying that he employed him as a fpy. The Bramin de- 
fired time to confuier, and immediately went and confulted his maftet 
Peramrauze, who advifed him to comply with Poniapahs requeft.
Poniapah, however, apprehenfwe of a difeovery, told him that it was 
not proper to write the letter in the Englifh camp, but dire&ed the 
prifoner to write it iiimielf when arrived in the enemy’s Camp j 
winch in ft ruction he obeyed. The letter was addrefled to two princi­
pal officers, defirtag they would perfuade the regent to write to major 
Lawrence, and requefi him to fend Poniapah to Seringham in order 
to hear fome propofals relating to the difpute with the Nabob concern­
ing Tritchanopoly. The next day meffengers from the regent came 
to major Lawrence, by whofe orders Poniapah proceeded to Sering-
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j the Bramin accompanied him, and was prefent during his whole 1 7 5 4 ^ !^  
^  converfatipn with the regent: who began by exclaiming againft the 

Nabob for his breach of faith, and aiked what reafons the Englilh 
could have far fupporting him in it. Pomapahanfwered, that he had 
aflifted them in defending Fort St. David, when attacked by the 
French in 174?. Poniapah then aiked, the regent what he had in 
bis-hearti who replied, that if the Englilh would , pay him all the 
expo rices he had incurred, during the war, he would go away j or if 
they would give him the city, he would pay their expences: or lallly, 
if the Nabob and. his whole family, would come and throw them- 
felves at his feet,, beg for mercy, and own themfclves beggars, that 
would fatisfy him. W hy, uid he, do the Englilh .flay here and fpend 
their money to no purpofe; my expence is no greater than it would 
be if I remained in Myiore. Poniapah replied, that he knew the 
Englilh would give up the city, if  their expences were reimburfed; 
for that he had ieen a .letter to this purport, written by the governor of 
Madrafs, five or fix months ago. The regent faid he was ready to 
make the agreement, but that it mull be kept a fecret from the 
French, for he would not trufl: them, knowing that they wanted tho 
city for themfelves, Poniapah allured him, that the bufinels might be 
concluded,as foon as Mr. Parlk arrived at Tanjore, and in anfwer to 
queftions made by the regent, he told him, that the Englilh got all 
their provifions from Tondeman’s country, that there were only pro- 
vifions for two months in the city, and likewife 'revealed feveral other 
interefting particulars of their condition. T he regent allured h‘m> 
that if the negotiation fuccecded, he would give him a great reward 
in money, a number of villages, and the command of a thoufand 
Bramins: for Poniapah himlelf was a Bramin. The conference then 
finilhed, and Poniapah, at his return to camp, reported to the major 
fuch part of it only as could not prejudice himfelfj he likewife or­
dered the Bramin to fay nothing of what he had heard to any one, 
excepting his mafter Peramrauze, ■ and to tell him only fuch parti­
culars as he bimfelf intended to relate to the major. Som? time after 
the comroiffary’s bufinefs requiring the Bramin to go to Tanjore, Poni­
apah was averfe to his departure, On his return from thence, he was

confined
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confined under a guard of Sepoy", for a deficiency, in for 3 money
'•— *— ' which had been intrnftcd to him , but Peramrauze promifing to be 

refptmfible for him, Mahomed Iffouf, after much foliicitation, releafed 
him : as foon as he came out o f his confinement, his matter lent him 
to Poniapah, who told him, that fo much time had been loft by hi* 
journey to Tatijorc, and his confinement aiter his return, that the re­
gent, who had heard nothing of the bufinofs fmee they went to Se- 
ringham together, mutt imagine, they had trifled with him % it was 
necettury therefore, he laid, drat the Bramin fhould go to the regent 
without delay. The Bramin confenting, Poniapah gave him irtttruc- 
tions how to conduct himfelf; in c c  dequeues of which he adviled 
the regent to write to Mr. Palk at Tanjore, ddiring him to get per- 
mtffion for Poniapah to come again to Seringham: he added, that it 
the regent could in the mean time contrive to prevent the Kngliih from 
receiving provifions, they mutt inevitably retire ; that as the Ncloor Su- 
bahdar was the only perlbn who knew how to conduct-their convoys, ' 
it was neceffaiy to get him killed, which might eaffty be effected, fmee 
he often went abroad with ftnall parties; but as a furer method to re­
move him, the regent ought to write a letter addrefled to him, pretend­
ing that he had pcomifed to betray the city. The regent wrote the 
letter without hefitation, and delivered it to the Bramin, who returning 
from Seringham, was taken up with the letter concealed in his cloaths, 
by feme of the Englifh troopers; they carried him a prifoner to the 
camp, but without difeovering the letter; he was extricated out o f this 
difficulty by Poniapah, who being ordered to examine him, reported 
that he had been to vifit fome relations at Elimiferum. As foon as he 
was releafed, he went to his matter Peramrauze, and gave him fome 
hints of the bufinefs he had been doing at Seringham. T he next day 
he laid the letter on the fteps by the river fide, and as foon as he faw 
one of the Colleries take it up, went and gave information to captain 
Kilpatrick’s fervant.

Mahomed Iflouf, on hearing this account, immediately, went to 
Peramrauze, andafked him, what he knew of the affair, The man 
threw himfelf at his feet, and implored his mprey; but Mahomed 
Iffouf immediately fecured him, and returning to the camp, related

what



what the Bramin had declared, on which Poniapah was feized and 1754. 
ithpruoned.

The Bramin repeated to the court of enquiry, without addition or 
deviation, ail he had declared to Mahomed Iflbuf: being a iked, what 
induced him to accufe Gopimauze, he fa id, that when major Lawrence 
had determined to put him to death, unlefs he difeovered his accom­
plices, Poniapah, who was ordered to acquaint him o f this refolntion, 
advifed him to accufe fornebody, and alked him whether he had 
lately had any conversation with Goptnrauze; he replied that he had 
met him at the houfe of Peramrauze, on the evening after his return 
from Seringham, and that they had converted together in private near 
a quarter of an hour, wbilft a number o f Sepoy officers and Other 
perfons were aflembled in the houfe, in order to fee the experiments 
o f a conjurer, who had been fent for by his mafter, to difeover m 
what manner the money was loft, for which he, the Bramin, had 
been confined on his return from Tanjore : upon this, Poniapah ad­
vifed him to accufe Gopinrauze, and to ftick to that, that would do. 
Peramrauze, was like wife examined, and his evidence coinciding with 
the declaration of the Bramin, in all the points of which the Bramin 
had declared him to have any knowledge, Poniapah was condemned, 
and feme time after blown off from the muzzle o f a cannon. He 
■ confcflcd nothing; his antipathy to Mahomed Iflbuf arofe from his 
jealoufy of the influence which this officer had obtained in the camp, 
by which his own importance was much diminifhed. This complfe 
rated treachery thews to what dangers the affairs o f Europeans in 
Indcftan may be expofed, by not having perfons of their own nation 
fufficiently vcried in the languages of India, to ferve inflead of the 
natives as interpreters. .

The regent, in telling Poniapah that the maintenance of his army at 
Seringham had not diflreffed his finances, diffembled the truth ; for his 
expence® had been fo great, that he could hardly find money to pay his 
own troops, and had none to fatisfy the demands of the Morattoes,
This Morari-row perceiving, began to tire of the war, and defirous of 
fome plaufible pretext to break with him, demanded to be paid his 
arrears, which by the account he made out,. amounted-to a million of

Z  z rupees}
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rupees y but the regent having never refuted to fupply him with 
.ŵ v— t money whenever he demanded it, thought he had already overpaid 

him* This occ&fiofied Ionic fharp altercations* and Moran-row, as 
the fhorteft way to bring- the regent to his terms, took all his Morat- 
toes from Seringhasn, and encamped with them on the i ith of May 
to the north of the Cokroon,. declaring that he would not return be­
fore the money was paid,

The next day, the 1 zth of May, a party of 120 Europeans, 500-• 
Sepoys, and two field pieces, under the command of captain Calliaud.. 
marched from the camp at four in the morning, intending to wait 
about two mules to the fouth of the fugar loaf rock, for a convoy of 
provifions which was ordered to advance out of the woods. The pofb 
in which the party intended to hah, had formerly been one of thofe 
refervoirs of water called tanks, which occur fo frequently in the arid, 
plains of this country, where that element is procured with fo much 
difficulty, Thefe tanks are generally dug fquare, the tides of feme 
being 50.0 feet long, and .of others not mom than i.oo.j with the earth Iff* 
taken out is farmed a mound, which cnclofes the tank at the diftance 
of forty- feet from the margin, of the water. The tank in . which the p; 
party intended to take port was, through age and n eg left, choaked 
up, but the mound remained. Mahomed Iffouf riding at Tome dif­
tance before the advanced guard,, was furprized, as he afeended a little 
eminence by the neighing of his horfe, who was immediately an- 
fwered by the neighing of feveral others; proceeding, neverthelefs,, 
to,reconnoitre, he difcovered the French troopers potted behind a bank 
on the other-fide o f the eminence, who immediatejy difeharged their 
carbines at him, and then mounted. Captain Calliaud, on hearing 
the firing, formed his party, and rode up to the. advanced guard, 
where he met Mahotned lilouf, who told him that the enemy were 
laying in wait to intercept the convoy, and that he believed a body 
of French troops had taken poll in the tank where .they themfelves in­
tended to halt; it was immediately determined to attack them. The 
day was juft beginning to. dawn; the troops were formed in one line, 
the Sepoys on the right, and the, Europeans on the left; and captain 
Calliaud concluding that the enemy would expert the attack in front,

ordered,
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ordered the Sepoys, under the command of Mahomed Iffoaf,  ̂to t * T &- r , 
wheel and attack them on the right., ‘ whtfft he himfelf with the Eu­
ropeans fell on the left flank. The onfet was vigordufly made by both 
divifions almoft in the fame in flan t. and the enemy finding themfelvfes 
unexpectedly between two fires, abandoned the tank with precipitation; 
the Engltih immediately took pofieffion of it, and a httle while alter, 
day-light enabled them to difcover that the numbers of the enemy 
were 250 Europeans, with four field pieces, 1.000 Sepoys, and 4,000 
My fore horfe, who now divided into two bodies, one on each fide of 
the tank, and began a fmart cannonade, which was ar t were ! by the 
Engiiflh field pieces. Major Lawrence wes at this time fo much »»- 
difpofed, that he had the day before been ubliged to go into the 
city; and captain holier commanded in his abfence, who no fooner 
heara the firing than he marched to the relief of the party with the 
reft of the army. The reft of the enemy's army at the fame time crof- 
fed the Caveri, but the difference of the diftance enabled the English to 
get.to the tank (bme time before them: thofe of the enemy who were 
engaged with captain Call iambs party, fearful o f placing themflvcs be­
tween two fires, made no effort to intercept captain Polier’s diviiion j 
but contented themfelves with cannonading them from the right and 
left as tliey advanced: a fhot difabled one o f his field pieces, and on 
his arrival at the tank he found that one of thofe with captain Cah 
liaud had fuffered the fame misfortune; fome time was fpent in fixing 
thefe guns on fpare carriages, during which the enemy’s main body 
came up, and being joined by the reft of their troops, the whole now 
formed together Within cannon (hot to the right o f the tank, their 
line extending a great way beyond it towards the city. Their numbers 
were 700 Europeans, fifty dragoons, 5000 Sepoys, and 10,000 horfe, 
o f  which fortunately none were Morattoes. The EnglHh army con- 
lifted of no more than 360 men ki battalion, 1500 Sepoys, and 
eleven troopers. However, encouraged by their officers, the men 
the wed no dif.ruiy at the fuperiority of the enemy’s force, and prepared 
with great alacrity to fight their way back to the camp. The Euro­
peans defiled firft out of the tank into the plain, marching onward 
in a column, ready 011 the firft occafion to face about to the enemy
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on tly- right. The Sepoys then followed in a line, which terminating 
in a ri;r’’t angh with the rear o f the battalion, extended to the left o f 
it. The French battalion relying on the fuperiority o f their artillery, 
whjel) were feyen field pieces, did not come near enough to do much 
execufi with jeir muik t. y $ but their Sepoys moving into the rear 
of tlv  Cpglifh Sepoys, fired very fmartly, and killed and wounded 
many ci them, as well as feme of the Europeans, amongft whom 
captain Polior received a wound. However, the Engtifh troops pro­
ceeded without making a halt, until they took poffefion of another 
tank, fituated about a mile from that which they had quitted, juft as 
they had got into this poll, captain Folia received a fecond wound,., 
which difabling him from farther fervicc, he gave up the command 
to captain Cailiaud. The enemy now- Teemed- determined to let the. 
Ergliih ef-jpe no fa r th e ra a d  threatened a general affeuk on the 
tank, for their Seapoys and cavalry drew up on three fidcs of it., 
whiift the French menaced the other. Major Lawrence, although , 
very ill, ordered himfelf to he carried to the Sop of one of the. city 
gates, and contemplating from thence the dilpofmons of both armies,„ 
trembled for the fate of his own } but it happened otherwife. The ; 
three Englifh field pieces were brafs fix pounders, and capable of d is  ­
charging a great quantity of grape {hot; and the artillery men, with , 
their ufoal dexterity and cslumefs, fired them with fech vivacity and i 
good aim as th French battalion advanced; that in a few minutes 
they fir tick down near a hundred men, which execution daggering.- 
the reft, their line halted, irrefolute whether, to- proceed or retreat: : 
captain Cailiaud feizsd this inftant, and Tallying with all,the Etiropeann, , 
gave them a difebarge of mmketry lb well levelled, that itimmediate­
ly flung them into diiorder, arid breaking their ranks they ran away in 
great confufton: their officers endeavoured to rally them, but in vain, 
ft i they would not ftop before they were out of the reach of cannon ,
Ihot, and then could not be prevailed upon to return to the attack. ,
The Sepoys and Myfore cavalry, who had been hitherto kept -at bay - 
by the Englifh Sepoys, feeing their European allies retreating, imme­
diately debited from the engagement, and the whole .retreated together 
by Weycondah to the ifiand. The Eoglifh contented with -their

i , fuccefs,,,
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fuccefs, which was indeed greater than could have been expen d , did 
not purfoe, but continued their march quietly to the camp; tueii 
loft was feven Europeans killed, and forty-eight, with fix officers out 
of nine, wounded, and 150 Sepoys were either killed or wounded.
The enemy fuffered much more, having near 200 of their battalion, . 
and 300 Sepoys killed or .wounded.. The convoy which had return­
ed into the woods, receiving information of the enemy’s retreat, fet 
out again, and arrived the fame night at the camp, which was in 
ffich want of provifions, that if the enemy had only taken the refu­
tation o f encamping near the ground where they had fought, th®
Engliffi army would have beer. o&Iiged to march away the next day to 

Tnnjore.
The enemy reflecting with much vexation upon their di(grace, 

thought it neceffarv to perform fome exploit which might re-eftabliffi 
their reputation: but not having the heart to attack the Engliffi in 
their camp, they determined to wreck their vengeance on the Polygar ■ 
Tondeman, whofe attachment to the Engliffi had alone enabled them ■ 
to (band their ground at Tfitchdnopoly, fo long after they could get 
no more provifions from the T.mjore country. Accordingly the fe­
cund night after the engagement, M. Maiffin with all his Europeans,
-000 Sepbys, and 2O66 horfe, marched into the Polygar’s coutnry, 
with an intention to commit every kind of ravage j but the inhabitants 
alarmed, removed their effiafts, and drove their cattle into the thickeft 
pa its of their woods, where it was impoffible td follow them, and the 
enemy found nothing but empty villages to burn, except at Killanorc, 
where after difperfing the Engliffi Sepoys Rationed there, they took 
three of four hundred bags of rice, and an iron gun. Vexed that 
they had with much fatigue been able to do very little mtfehief in <- 
this country, .they refolded to fall on the dominions of the king of 
Tanicre, and plundering as they went, appeared before Kelly Ccttah,-, 
which fat rendered on the fecond day.

Major Lawrence not doubting but that the war thus-unexpectedly ' 
carried into his country would convince the king of the neceffity of 
adling again in conjunctiuu with the Engliffi, determined to avail him- 
felf of the firft nnprdllon which thefe hoflilities might m. ke upon -

hiss
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his mind, and prepared to march aw;ay to Tanjore. Tire guards at 
v, w  £jimii*erum ai5Cj the other o u t-p o lb  were drawn off: ioo of the bat­

talion were font into the city to augment the garrifon to 400 Euro­
peans., and the reft of the army fot out the 53d, at two in the morn­
ing, proceeding through Tonderaanb woods.

Orders at the fame time were fent directing the reinforcement which 
.was waiting at Devi Cotah to march and join the army at Tanjore 
The party which had been fent under the command of lieutenant Fra­
zer to raifethe liege of Palam Cetah* returned in the month of Janu­
ary to Devi Cotah, from whence another was fent in the month of 
February to make an incurfion into the diftri&s of Chikmbrum, 
where the French had juft colle&ed a very large harveft of rice; 
this detachment co aiifted of thirty Europeans, and .200 Sepoys, com­
manded by a volunteer of no experience. They deftroyed and fet fire 
to a great quantity of grain which they found piled up in flacks in 
the fields j but hearing that the enemy’s principal magazine was at 
Man arcade, a pagoda, twelve miles fouth-weft from ChUambram, 
they marched againft the place, and iummoned the French ferjeant 
who commanded in it. The man perceiving that they had no bat­
ten tig cannon, anfwered their fumraons by a defiance. The Englifir 
officer believing, never:heleis, that he fliould by the fire of his mufke- 
try alone oblige the garrifon to fur render, remained before the place, 
making lome very a upward and infufficicnt difpofuiom to reduce it.
T h e French garrifon at Chilambrum apprized of this by the ferjeant, 
marched, and came upon them by furprize, and. the ferjeant Tallying 
at the feme time with 100 Sepoys, the party was entirely routed, and 
the officer, with nine of his Europeans, were made prifoner?.. The 
detachment, under the command of captain Pigou, arriving foon after 
this at Devi Cotah, deterred the enemy for feme time from committing 
any hoftilities in this part of the country j but finding at length that 
thefe troops, whilft waiting for orders to march to Tritchanopoly, did 
not venture to make any incurfions into their territories, Mr. Dupleix 
re-alTumed his intentions of reducing Palam Cotah j and in the end of 
April, a party confiding of eight hundred Sepoys and feventy Euro­
peans, with three pieces of battering cannon, and fame field pieces,

£ ' appeared
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appeared before the place j the governor immediately applied for affift- 1754. 
ance to the company’s agent at Devi Cotah: fome time was loft in de- 
bating whether the troops intended for the re-inforcement of the 
army at Tritchanopoiy ought to be expofed on this fervice: but, at 
length, exact intelligence being received of the enemy’s numbers, it 
was concluded that they could run no rifqne in attacking them ; ami 
they marched, accompanied by five hundred Sepoys. Early the next 
morning they arrived within four miles of Patam Cotah; when the 
enemy, difcovering them, immediately fpiked up their heavy cannon, 
blew up and threw into ponds and wells all their ammunition, and 
marched away towards Chilambrum. Five hundred Sepoys were de­
tached with orders to harrafs them until the main body mould come 
up; but they had fo much the ftart, and continued their march with 
l'uch precipitation, that the purfuit was vain. Two days after a report 
prevailed that the Morattoes who had entered the kingdom of Tan- 
jore, intended to intercept the Erigliih troops in their return to Devi 
Cotah ; to prevent which they immediately quitted Palam Cotah. The 
French at Chilambrum hearing of their departure, marched out in 
hopes of gaining fome advantage over them in the retreat; and their 
advanced guard of Sepoys came up before the firft divifion had crofted 
the Cole root!; enfign Richard Smith, with the rear guard of three 
hundred Sepoys, was ordered to make head agaitift them, and kept 
them at a diftance until the reft had gained the other bank; but as 
foon as he began to retreat with the rear guard, the enemy, now aug­
mented to the number of one thoufand Sepoys, prefled hard upon him, 
and the fireflies of the Coleroon happening to defeend at this time, the 
river was rifen fo much fince the firft divifion began to crofs, that 
it was now fcarcely fordable: the rear, however, having no other 
refource, determined to crofs it at all events, and were all the 
while expofed to the enemy’s ore from the thickets which covered 
the bank, by which twenty men were wounded, and fome of the 
fhorteft fize were drowned in the dream. A few. days after his return 
o Devi Cotah, captain Pigou received orders from major Lawrence to 

proceed to Tanjpre,

The



J f|E # 7 5 4 *  i he nujor pursuing his march through the woods, was suet tlie
• day after his departure from Tritchanopoljr by the Polygar Tondeman,
• whom he received with the refped due to his fidelity and attach­
ment to the EngliCh caufe. The fame day likewife came an expreis

tftom the king of Tan]ore, fraught with compliments for the refolu- 
■ tion which the major had taken to come to his afliftance, and preffing 
him to haften his march. Indeed what had juft happened in his

• country rendered the major’s approach every day more and more 
welcome. From Kelly Cotah the enemy went to Corladdy, which

.. having taken on the .7.4th, they immediately cut through the great 
hank, which prevent ig tire waters of the Cavert from running into 

•the channel of the Coleroon, may be called the bulwark of the fer­
tility of the Tanjpre country.

This, therefore, was the greateft mifehief they could do to that , 
nation, and ftruck them with fa much eonfteraation, that the king 

•thinking it ncceflary to Ihew feme appearance of vigour, ordered bis 
uncle Gauderow to march with 1.500 borfe to Tricaupoly, and punhh 
the enemy j but this unwary general was furprhsed the next day by 
an enemy he did not expert The Nabob, during the course of the 
■ war, had made feveral propofals go induce Marari-row to return to 
his own country, but the exorbitance of the demands on one fide, 
and the difttds for money on the ether, had hitherto been iofur- 
mountable obllacles to the cor clufion of the treaty The fame caufes 
having now lepurated the Motattoes from the Myforeans, the Nabob 
entertained hopes that he Ihouid get rid of this dangerous enemy 
without expence But Morari-row lay at Pitchandah, brooding 
fchemes, and determined not to depart before he had got a certain 
fum of money from one or other of the contending parties, and per­
haps from both. The march of Gauderow to Tricattpoly, inftandy 
fuggefted to him that a fevere blow ft ruck upon thefe troop by the 
Morratoes would infallibly induce the king’ of Tanjore, already ter­
rified by the incurfions of the French and Mvforcans. to furnish the 
money neeefiary to purebafe his retre at5 if difappointed in this ex­
pedition, he at leaft would have the fatisfafifon of taking ven­
geance for the feverc blow which the Morattoes had fuftained from

Monack-
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Mooack-jee in the beginning of the year Animated by the double 1751. 
motive of intereft and revenge, he eroded the two rivers in the night ’ N * 
with 3000 of his bed troops, who fell at day-break upon Gauderow’s 
party l'o furioufly that only 300 with their general efeaped ; the 
red, were all either killed or taken prifeners. T w o days after this 
defeat, the Englifh arrived at Tanjore, where they were joined by 
the detachment from Devi Cotah, of 150 Europeans, and 500 Sepoys, 
under the command of captain Pigou. Major Lawrence being at this 
time much indifpofed, deputed captain Calliaud to ad in conjunction 
with Mr. Palk in the conferences with the king upon the mcafures 
necedary to be taken.

They found that although the late misfortunes had convinced the 
king of his imprudence in withdrawing his abidance from the Eng­
lifh, .as well as in difplacing his general Monack-jee, they had not 
weaned him from his affedtion to Succojee, whole counfelshad brought 
fuch didrefs upon himfelf and his country. Seeking, as irrefolute 
minds generally do, to reconcile incompatabilities, he wanted to em­
ploy the general without removing his -mortal enemy the minider.
However, finding that the difmiflion of Succojee was the only con­
dition on which the Englith would accept of his alliance, and hear­
ing at the fame time that they daily expected confiderable re-inforce- 
ments, fuch as might enable them to carry on the war without him, 
he at length confented to banifh Succojee from his prefence and coun­
cils, and not only re-inflated Monack-jee in the command of the 
army, but likewife appointed him prime minider. Mr. Palk and 
captain Calliaud, to fecure the king from a relapfe, infided that the 
difgraced minider fhould immediately quit the kingdom, and he de­
parted with his family, giving out that he was going to vifit lome 
famous pagoda at a great didance, the ufual pretext of fuch great 
men of the Indian religion, who think it necedary to retreat from 
danger, or are obliged to retire from power. This change, fo elTen- 
tial to the intereds of the Nabob and the Ead-India company, was 
effected within feven days after the arrival of the army at Tanjore, 
and Monack-jee received his commiffions from the king in ceremony 
on the 7th of June, and immediately began to levy new troops to

A  a a repair

. \  ' ,3 7 .3  ;■ ‘ '' - , '

(*( S  )*/ ® >ok V. H i s t ory  of tf. e C a r n a t i c . ; ^C|

’ ”V  » « '
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repair the lofs which the Tanjorine army had lately Curtained » hot as 
w W  it required feme time to coiled the recruits, Major Lawrence requeu­

ed the presidency to baften the jundion of Maphuze Khan, and of 
the reinforcements which were arrived at Madrafs from Bombay an 5 
Europe-, fo that the whi le might march from Tanjore to Tntehano-

poly in one body.
Accordingly a detachment of 400 men in battalion, half Euro­

peans and half Topaftes, together with 500 Sepoys, marched to join 
Maphuze Khan at Conjevaram, and from thence to proceed with him 
to Tanjore. This man, as fond of being at the head of a body of 
troops as he was incapable of employing them to any good purpofe,
{hewed no inclination to quit the country about Arcot, giving lor a 
realbn ‘ that Abdul wahab Khan had failed to advance the money 
necdluy to fatisfy his troops. Under this pretext he moved up and 
down the country, levying contributions from fuch forts and poly- 
gars as were not ftrong enough to refit! him. At length receiving 
afiurances from the prehdcncy that they would furnifh him with 
money, provided he would march immediately to the louthwatd, he
fet up his ftandard at Conjevaram in the month of M ay$. and allured # .
them that he would proceed without delay; but Mr. Dupkix, well 
acquainted with his character, confounded this refolntion, by ordering 
the garrifon of Gingee, viith ome other troops, to take the field..^
This body although much inferior to Maphuze Khan’s force, frighten|» 
ed him fo much that he declared he could not proceed unlefs he #  
was joined by a detachment of Europeans: in the mean time the* o 
enemy, encouraged by his imbecillity, advanced from Gingee, and took- 
the fort of Outramaloor, which lays about |o  miles pearly weft from 5 
Sadrafs, and flufhed by this fuccefs they proceeded to another fort 1  
fttll nearer to Conjevaram.: but enfign Pichard, who had now joined 
Maphuze Khan with a platoon of Europeans,, prevailed upon him to. 
march againft the enemy, who on their approach retreated to Outra- 
maloor; enfign Pichard finding Maphuze Khan not a little elated with 
this acknowledgment of his fuperiority, perluaded him . to follow 
them, and attack the fort, which being in a ruinous condition, a 
general aflauit was given, which fucceeded, and the enemy ran away in

a panick.
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a panick to Gingee, where they (hut themfelves op. This fuccefit, 1 7 ^  
neverthelefs, did not induce Maphuze Khan to proceed as he had 
promtfed to Tritchauopoly; but he returned to Coojcvaram with a 
refolution not to quit it again until he had received the money'he had 
fo often demanded. The prefidcncy finding he was not to be infill* 
enced by any other motive, paid him 50,000 rupees, and agreed to 
pay as much more after he had croiTed the Coleroon j this and the 
junflion of the large detachment fent to accompany him, left him 
without any farther pretences for delay, and he began his march from 
Conjevarain in the beginning of July.

Moran-row returning, after the victory he had gained over Gaude- 
row, to his camp on the other tide of the Coleroon, purfued the reft 
of his fcheme, writing to the Nabob, who was then juft arrived at 
Tanjore, that if  he would give him fecurity for the payment of
300,000 rupees, he would return to his own country, and never more 
he an enemy either to him, the Englifh, or the Tanjorines. The 
Nabob having no money, applied as the Morattot had forefeers, to 
the king of Tanjore, who, after many meetings eonfented to furnith 
it, and the articles were drawn up and figned, ftipiikting that 50,000 
rupees ftiould be paid as foon as the Morattoes arrived at Volcondah,
100,cod more when they came to the pafs o f the weftern mountains, 
and the remaining 150,000 when they arrived in their own country.
Whilft this tranfa&ion was carrying on at Tanjore, Morari-row ac­
quainted the regent of Myfore that he Was in treaty with the Nabob, 
but offered if the Myforean would pay him the arrears he had fo 
often demanded to return to his affiftance: the regent ferit him what 
money he could fpare, about 50,000 rupees, which the Morattoe no 
fooner received than he marched away with all troops to Volcon­
dah, and in the beginning of July left the province and went to 
his own country, which lays about 100 miles north-eaft from Arcot.
Iiere Morari-row, after he furrendered Tritchanopoiy to Nizarn-al- 
muluckin 1741, was permitted to ereft a principality, dependant in­
deed on the Soubah o f the Decan, but independant of his own nation: 
as all new dates are conducted with more vigour and attention tlian 
Inch as have been long eftablilhed, he foon made himfelf ad-
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^ ^ £ ^ 1 7 5 4 ; miredand refpefted by his neighbours, cnlifting none of his country- 
men but fuch as were of approved valour, and treating them fo well, 
that they never entertained any thoughts of quitting him : on the con­
trary the whole a my fecmed as one family; the fpkit of exploit 
which he contrived to keep up amongft them by equitable partitions- 
of plunder, rendered them fond of their fatigues, and they never 
complained but when they had nothing to do. The choice he made 
of his officers ftill more difcovered his capacity; for there was not a 
commander of ic o  horfe who was not fit to command the whole j. 
notwithstanding which every one was contented in his particular 
ftation,, and they all lived in perfect harmony with each other, and in 
perfect obedience to their general. So that this body, of troops were; 
without exception, the befit foldiers of native Indians at this time in 
Indoflan, Befides the qualities common to the reft of the Morattoe 
nation, fuch as activity, ftratagem, great dexterity in tire manage­
ment of their horles and fabres, they had, by their confiifts againft' 
Europeans furmounted in a great degree the terror of fire-arms, al­
though oppofed to them with the fteadieft difeipline; and what is 
more extraordinary, were even capable of {landing againft the viva- 
city o f a cannonade from field pieces: although this terrible annoy-* 
ance, never made ufe of in India before the war we are commemo­
rating, continued, to ftrike all other Indian troops with as much 
terror as their anceftors felt when regular muiketry was fi; ft employed 
againft them.

Immediately after the departure of the Englifrt army, the garrifon ' v  
of Tritchanopoly received two or three convoys from the woods, upon 
which the enemy proffed the Caveri, and encamped on the plain,, \  
fir ft at Chuckky-apollam, and afterwards to the fouth of the city, 
changing their camp feveral times, between Elimiferam and the five; 
rocks: their patroles conftantly traverfing this line rendered it: im- 
poftible for the Sepoys at Keliinore to pafs with any more provisions, 
and the garrifon were obliged to live on their ftock, which with 
fparing management might laft for three months. Mere than one 
bad already elapfed before the treaty with the Morattoes was concluded 
at Tanjore;, after which major Lawrence, anxious to return, preffed

* ‘ Monack-iee.
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Monack-jee fo march. Few of the generals of India have any notion 1754'. 
of the value of time in military operations, and Monack-jee either 
pretended or found fuch difficulties in recruiting his cavalry, that he 
declared he could not be ready before the end of July. Wearied with 
theft? delays, and hoping that fuch a mark of his impatience would 
excite the Tanjorines to follow him, major Lawrence, accompanied 
by the Nabob, marched away with the Englifh troops from Tanjore on 
the 22d, and encamped at Atchempettab, a town in the woods be­
longing tc the Colleries, about twelve miles weft from Tanjore: five 
days after Monack-jee fet up his ftandard and joined him with the 

f  • Tanjorine array; but he now declared that his troops would be greatly 
diffatisfied if they proceeded any farther before Maphuze Khan with 
the reinforcement that accompanied him came up. The Nabob like- 
wife preffing major Lawrence to wait for thofe troops, he much againft 
his will confented, but obliged Monack-jee to colic dt a quantity of pro- 
vifions fufHcient to replace what fhould be confumed by the Engliih 
troops in the field and in Tritchanopoly,,during the delay occafioned by 
this refolution.

At this time a revolution, little expedted by any one in India, hap­
pened in the government of Pondicherry. The diredtors of the Englifti 
Eaft India tompany had in the preceding year, made reprefentations to 
the miniftry of Great Britain, on the hoftdities in which they were in­
volved on the coaft of Coromandel, and (bllicited the fupport of the 
government either to terminate or carry on a war, which their own re~ 
fources were little able to continue againft the French company, ftrongly 
fupported by the adminiftration of France. The Britiffi miniftry foon 
conceived the neceffity of interfering vigoroufly, to flop the ambitious 
projedis of Mr. Dupieix, and began a negociation with the French mi­
niftry on the fubjedt. Mr. Duvelaer, a-diredtor of the French company, 
together with his brother the count de Lude, who had both o f them 
refided for many years in the Eaft Indies, were deputed from Paris, to 
treat with the miniftry in London, and had frequent conferences with 
the earl of HolderneiTe, at that time one of his majefty’s principal fecre- 
taries o f ftate, who by-much application and frequent enquiries from all. 
perfons capable of giving true information,, had gained-an extenftve
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^ 7 5 4 . kobwlegc of the fubjed; however intricate and little underftood. This 
minifter finding that the French endeavoured as ufoal, to gain time 
under the pretence of negotiating, prevailed on the king, to order a 
fquadron of men of war to be equipped, on board of which a regiment 
was to be embarked for the Eaft Indies. This vigorous refolutkm 
convinced the French adminiftration, that a perfevcrance in their 
fchemes of making conquefts, and obtaining dominions in In d ia n ,

* would foon involve the two nations in a general war: for which I ranee
was in no wife prepared; and they contented that the disputes outlie 
two companies fhould be adjufted by comm diaries in India, on a toot­
ing of equality ; without any regard to the advantages which cither the 
one or the other might be in poildlion of, at the time when the treaty 
fhould be concluded. It now remained only to choofe inch commilh- 
ries, as would implicitly fulfil thefe intentions, and the French th'em- 
felves, were fo fully convinced that Mr. Dupkix, was not a man fit 
to be trufted with a com million, which eontradickd fo ttrongly 
every part of his conduct fince the beginning of the war of Coro­
mandel, that they forefaw the Englifh mini dry would fulped thjp 
good faith of every pacific profeffion they had lately made, if they 
fhould offer to nominate Mr. Dnpleix a commiflary to adjuft the terms- 
o f peace. Having therefore no alternative, they of their own accord, 
and without any application from the Engliih mmiftry, took the refo- 
lution of removing him from the government of Pondicherry ; and ap­
pointed Mr. Godcheu, a dire&or of the French company, their commlf- 
fary to negotiate the peace, and at the fame time commander general, ' 
with abfolute authority over all their fettlements in the Eaft Indies. The 
Engliih company empowered Mr. Saunders, and fome other members of |. ||jjgk 
the council of Madrafs, to treat with M r. Godeheu.

On t'fie iff o f  Aoguft, Mr. Dnpleix received advice ot thefe refuta­
tions, and the next day, a ihtp anchored at Pondicherry with Mr. 
Godeheu on board. He landed immediately, proclaimed his cornmil- 
fion, and took upon him the adminiffration of the government; which 
M r. Dupleix refigneo to him with the lame affe&ationof compofure* and 
ferenity, that he had always (hewn on every other difappointment or re­
verie of fortune. By this reafonable conduit, he prefervgd hiinfelf from

an



an ignominy which was ready to be exercifed upon him, in cafe ha had 1754- 
proved refradory, for Mr. .Godeheu was furnilhed with one of thofe W v ’ w  
orders figned by the king, which fupcrfedes all forms of the French laws 
and jttrifprudence, by declaring the perfon againft whom it is directed a 
criminal of ftate, and renders all other perfons guilty of high treafori, 
who refufe to afoul in carrying the mandate into execution. His fucceffor 
Mr. Godeheu not having occafion to make ufe of this extremity ot his 
power, treated him with much refped, and even permitted him to con­
tinue the exhibition of thofe marks of Moorish dignity, which both Mur- 
zafa-jing, and Salabad-jrng, had permitted him to difpky, when 
they appointed him Nabob of the Cgrnatic. Thefe were of various 
flags and enfigns, various inftruments of military mufic, particular orna­
ments for his palankeen, a Moorith drefsdiftinguiQied like wife with orna­
ments peculiar to the Nabobfhip ; and in this equipage, he went with 
great fokmnity to dine with Mr. Godeheu on the feaft of St. Louis.

Mr. Godeheu immediately on his arrival acquainted Mr. Saunders of 
tire intentions for which he was fent to India; and as a proof of his 
earneftnefs to acccmplUh them, fent back to Madrafs the company of 
Swifs foldiers which Mr. Dupleix had made prifoners as they were going 
in Mafooqlas from Madrafs to fort St. David in the beginning of the 
preceding year. The two governors entered into a correfpondence, 
and both teemed defirous of agreeing to a fufpenfion of arms, but un­
til it thould be concluded they feemed attentive to lofe no advantage 
which might be gained in the field.

The orders fent to haften Maphuze Khan found him after many on- 
neceffary delays juft arrived at fort St. David, with no inclination *o pro­
ceed any farther. This indeed now fcarcely depended on his own 
choice, for his troops, grown refradory from their conviction of his in­

capacity, refuted to march before they received more money; not- 
withftaading the prefidency had paid 50,000 rupees when they fet out, 
and the remaining 50,000 was not due before they crofted the Cole- 
roon ; but major Lawrence having no expectation of effemial fer- 
vice from fuch troops with fuch a commander, thought it unneceffary to 
wafte either more time or money to procure their aftiftance, and ordered 
the detachment of Europeans to leave them behind. On the 14th
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of Auguft-the detachment arrived at Atchempettah, and the next day 

w—v—j  tjjC w holc army was reviewed in prefence of the Nabob and Monack-iee.
The Englifh troops confided of 1200 men in battalion, part of them 
Topafies, with 3000Sepoys, and 14 field pieces: the Tanjorines were 
2500 cavalry, and 3000 infantry, moillv armed with mufkets, and 
they had with them forne pieces of cannon; the Nabob had only his 
guard of fifty horte. On the 16th the army marched and encamped 
at Natal-pettab, a village in the woods, fix miles to the eaft of Elimi- 
fer.um, and proceeding the next day, entered the plain about a mile to 
the fouth-eaft of this place, intending to pafs between the fugar loaf 
and the French rocks. The gtemy, informed by fcouts of their 
approach, marched from their camp at the five rocks to oppofe their 
pafiage. •

A deep watercourfe, fupplied from the Caved to the eadward of 
Chuckleya-pollam, in ter feds the plain nearly at an equal didance be­
tween the French rock and Eliroiferum, and ftrikes to the fouth of 
the fugar loaf rock; a large bank ran along that fide of the water­
courfe which was neared to the enemy, who by taking pofleffion of 
this bank might have obliged major Lawrence either to have altered 
the courfe of his march, or to have engaged them under a very great 
difadvantage: but their commander, Mr. Maiffin, for reafons not pub- 
licklv avowed, - negleded to avail himfelf of this advantage. The 
Englifh army adyanting dole by Elimiferum in a dired line from 
thence to the city, perceived and were furprized at this negledt; and 
major Lawrence immediately ordered the advanced guard, confiding 

.of 400 Sepoys, and 100 Europeans with two field pieces, to proceed 
hrifkly and fecure that part o f the bank and watercourfe over which he 
intended to march. As they approached the enemy cannonaded them, 
but did nothing more; and the whole army foon after eroded the bank 
without interruption ; after which they halted and formed in two lines, 
extending obliquely between the fugar loaf and the French rocks 
from the watercourfe towards the city. The fird line was compofed 
entirely of the Engliih troops 5 the battalion with the field pieces in 
the center, and the Sepoys on each wing: in the fecond line was the 
baggage, accompanied by the Tanjorine cavalry and Peans, with the 
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rear gawd-of ioo_Europeans, and 400 Sepoys: in this order they 1754. 
waited for the enemy, who were drawn up in a line parallel to them, !
at about the diftance of a m ile: their battalion having been re-unforced 
the night before with 200 men, confided of 900 Europeans, and 
400 Topafles, who with their Sepoys were on the right near the fugar- 
loaf rock : the Myfore cavalry, about ro.ooo, extended fo fir to the 
left, that many of them were drawn up to the weflward of the city; 
as their line approached the French advanced three field pieces, which 
cannonaded the left of the Englifh line, but were foon filenced by a 
fuperior fire: however, the enemy continued to advance until they 
came within cannon (hot, when they were fired upon from ten pieces 
of cannon, which they anfwered with eight. The Englifh fire was 
much hotter and better directed than the enemy’s, and in a few rounds 
ftruck down more than fifty of the French battalion} upon which 
the whole went fuddenly to the right about, and .marched away to­
wards their camp at the five rocks, in the fame order as they had ad­
vanced } major Lawrence preparing to follow them received intelli­
gence that bis convpy was expofed to a dapger which demanded his 
whole attention ; the rear guard by feme miffake quitted their ftation 
during the cannonade, and formed upon the right of the firft line, and 
Monack jee likewil'e quitted the convoy, and drew up the Tanjorine 
cavalry in a feparate body at a didance, in order to prevent the Myfo- 
reans from.falling upon the right dank of the army and baggage. H i- ' J ‘ ■ ,
dernaig, the heft officer of the Myforeans, happened to be in this part o f 
the plain, and feeing the baggage left without protedion, ordered ibme 
of his troops to amufe the Tanjorines in front, whild he himfelf with 
another body galloped round the French rock, and . fell upon the rear 
of the convoy, amongd which they created no fmall confufion, and 
feized thirty-five carts, fome of them kden with arms and ammunition, 
and others with baggage belonging to the Englifh officers. Major 
Lawrence, asffoon as he difcovered the midakes which had given rife 
to this diforder, direded the rear guard to march back to their dation j 
but before they arrived the enemy were gone off with their booty to­
wards Chuckkya-poliam. A  party of 500 Topafles and Sepoys, with 
two guns, had crofled the Caveri, and were advancing at this time from
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^ ^ 5 4 .  Seringham to take poffeffion of the French rock, which being perceived 
*— by eaptajn Kilpatrick, he fallied with a part of his garrifon, and cannon­

aded them fo bri fitly that they retreated in great confaiion to the ifland.
Some time was fpent in re-atiembling the fcattered bullocks and coolies j 
after which the army continued their march, and encamped near the 
walls to the fcuth of the city. Eight Europeans were killed by the 
cannonade, and amongft them captain Pigou, an officer of prornifing 
hopes, whofe death was much lamented ; near 100 of the Freach ba- 
talion were killed and wounded 5 but the irrefolution and faintnefs of 
their behaviour this day was not imputed fo much to want of courage, 
as to orders, which it was fuppofed their commander Mr. Maffin had 
received, to avoid a general engagement.

The dock of provifions brought with, the army were depofited in 
the city for the ufe of the garrifon, and major Lawrence determined to 
get fupplies for his camp as ufual from Tanjore and Tondeman’s coun­
try: but as it was neceffary to drive the enemy from the plain before this 
could be effected with facility, he moved on the 20th of Auguft to the 
Facquire’s tope, hoping to provoke them to fight. This motion pro­
duced a different but a better effed, for at noon they fef fire to their 
camp, and retreated to Moota Chellinoor, oppofite to the head of the 
ifland, In the evening Monack-jee, with the Tanjorines, imefted Eli-' 
ndferum, where the enemy had a guard of 150 Sepoys, and thirteen 
Europeans, With one piece of cannon. Thefe after very little refinance 
furrendered on the 22d j and a garrifon of 200 Englifih Sepoys, with a 
few artillery men, were left to fecure it.

Major Lawrence finding that the enemy /hewed no.inclination to quit 
Moota Chellinoor, marched from the Facquire’s tope on the id  of Sep­
tember, and encamped nearer to them, to the north-weft of YVarriore 
pagodas. They had made an inundation on each flank of their camp j 
the Caveri was in their rear; and they had flung up works and mount­
ed cannon to defend their front, which was acceffible only by one road 
leading through rice fields covered with water. Notwithftanding the 
advantages of this fituation, they had not courage to continue in it j 
but fufpefting that the Engflfh intended to attack them, they crofled the 
river in the night, and retreated to Sermgham. The Englifli took pof--
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'->x' fefiion o f  the poll they had abandoned, and finding that they had done 1754. 
much mifchief to the watercourfes which from this place fupply the 
ditches and refervoirs of Tritchanopoly, they employed fome days in 
repairing them j after which major Lawrence, in. compliance with a 
promife he had made to the king o f Tanjore, detached Monack-jee with, 
the Tanjorine troops, Accompanied by a party of 220 Europeans, 600 
Sepoys, and two field pieces, under the command of captain Jofeph 
Smith, to Coiiaddv, in order to protedf the coolies employed there in 
repairing the great bank which the enemy had ruined in the month 
of May. The rainy feafon being now fet in, the reft o f the Engliih 
battalion and Sepoys went into cantonments in Warriore pagodas, on 
the 13th of September.

A t this time a fquadron, under the command of admiral Watfon, 
confiding of three ftiips, of 60, 50, and 20 guns, with a floop, as 
alfo federal of the company’s (hips, arrived on the coaft, having on. 
board the 49th regiment of 700 men, under the command of colonel 
Adlercron, with 40 of the king’s artillery men, and 200 recruits 
for the company’s troops. The French likewife had received during 
this feafon, 1200 men, of which number 600 were a body of huflars* 
under the command of Fitfcher, a partizan o f fome reputation; but the 
reft were only raw recruits: fo that both fides now were able to bring 
into the field an equal force of about 2000 Europeans; but the Englifir 
troops were in quality fo much fuperior to the French, that if this long 
and obftinately contefted war had now rtfred on the decifion o f the 
fword, there is no doubt but that the French would foon have been 
reduced to afk for peace on much lefs advantageous terms than the pre­
sidency of Madrafs were obliged to accede to, ir obedience to the or­
ders they now received from Europe M r. Godeheu himfelf was fen- 
fible of this difparity, and dreading at the fame time the advantages 
which the Engliih might derive from their fquadron, he (hewed a 
moderation in his propofals fufficient to induce Mr. Saunders to agree 
to a (ufpenfion oi arms, before the terms o f the treaty were adjufted.

The allies on both fides were included in this iufpenfion, which was 
proclaimed at Madrafs, Pondicherry, Tritchanopoly, and in all other 
plai t, on the coaft of Coromandel, where the Engliih and French had
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1 ^ ^ 1 7 5 4 *  troops* on the 1 itb o f Oftober; from this day it was to continue un- 
' - v — » til the 1 ith of January. As foon as it was proclaimed major Lawrence, 

who now received a com million appointing him to the rank of lieute­
nant colonel in the king’s fervice, quitted Tritchanopoly and came to 
Madrafs, where he was preiented by the president, in the name of the 
company, with a (word enriched with diamonds, as a token of their 
acknowledgment of his military fervices. Thefe diftindions, however, 
did not countervail his fenfe of the ntglecr which had been (hewn 
him, by fending colonel Adlercron, an officer of fuperior rank, to 
command the Englifh troops in India.

The two armies at Tritchanopoly, whuff remaining in expedition of 
the fufpenfion o f arms, had attempted nothing decifive againft each 
other fince the French retreated to the ifland. The French indeed de­
tached a ftrong party to cannonade the workmen repairing the great 
bank at C o ilad d yan d  thefe troops appeared feveral times in fight of 
captain Smith’s detachment, but were by the vigilance of that officer 
prevented from giving .any interruption to the work : feme other parties 
likewife molefted the coolies repairing the watercourfes at Moota Chel- 
linoor, but they defifted as foon as Mahomed Iflbuf, with fix com­
panies o f Sepoys, were Rationed there. In other parts of the pro­
vince very few difturbances had happened f  ace Maphuze Khan had 
marched from Conjevaram to fbrt St. David, where be fill remained.
T he Phoufdar of Velore, foon after he releafed captain Smith in April, 
made overtures, offering to acknowledge Mahomed-ally; upon which 
the prefidency of Madrafs gave him in writing a promife of their pro­
tection fo long as lie conformed to the allegiance due from him to the 
Nabob ; and Abdul wahab the Nabob’s brother, made a treaty with 
him on the fame condition.

In the beginning of the year 1754, Sallabad-jing accompanied by 
M r. Bufiy and the French troops took the field to oppofe the M err at- 
toe Rajoge Bonfola, who as he had threatened, had began to ravage 
the nortb-eaftern- parts of the Soubahfhip. No details of this cam­
paign, any more than of the others in which Mr. Bully has a died, 
are hitherto publifhed, and all we know from more private commu­
nication is that the army of Sallabad-jing and his allies advanced as
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far as Nielur the capita! of Rajoge, near which after many ikirmifhts 1754* 
a peace was concluded in the month of April j and at the end of 
May Mr. Bully came to Hydrabad refolving to proceed into the 
newly acquired provinces, in which Mr. Moracin had, although not 
without difficulty and oppofition, cftablifhed the authority of his na­
tion. JafFer-ally who had for fome years governed Rajahmundrum, 
and Chicacol, when fummoned, refolved not to rdign them; and 
finding Vizeramrauze the mod: powerful Rajah of thoie countries 
with whom he was then at war, in the fame chfpofition with himlelf, 
he not only made peace, but entered into a league with the Raja > 
and both agreed to oppofe the French with all their force: in confe- 
quence of which treaty they applied for fupport to the Englifh fa&ory 
at Vizagapatnarn, as alfo to the prefidency o f Mad rate; the Engtjfb 
encouraged them in their refolution, but were too much occupied in 
the Carnatic to furnifh the fuccours they demanded. T he interefts o f 
the Indian princes and Moorifh governors perpetually claffiing with 
one another, and with the interefl of the Mogul, will perhaps always 
prevent the empire of Indoflan from coercing, the ambitious attempts 
o f any powerful European nation when not oppofed by another o f 
equal force; much lefs will any particular principality in India be able . 
to withftand fuch an invader. Mr, Moracin, not having troops 
enough at Mafulipatnarn to reduce the united forces of the Rajah and 
J after-ally, made overtures to Vizeramrauze, offering to farm out to 
him the countries o f Rajahmundrum and Chicacole at a lower rate 
than they had ever been valued at. Such a temptation was perhaps 
never refilled hy any prince in Indoftan, and J after- ally finding hi ca­
fe if abandoned by his ally, quitted his country full o f  indignation, 
and determined to take refuge with Ragogi, who was at that time 
fighting with Sallabadjing and Mr. Buffy ; travelling .with this inten­
tion to the weft ward he fell m with a large body of Mora t toes, com­
manded by the fon o f Ragogi, whom he eofily prevailed upon to make 
anincurfion into the Chicacole countries over the mountains, which till 
this time were deemed impaffible by cavalry; but a Polygar, who had 
been driven out of his territory by the Rajab, and accompanied- 
the Nabob in his flight, undertook to conduit them through defiles
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