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T h e  mod dilcouraguie circu'tnftance which my duty obliges me to communicate to you, is an . 
inclination to defect, which daily gains ground amongft our native troops: many have actually 
ferfaken their colours, and amongft the remainder, an attachment to this fervice fe tar from being 
eftablilhed ; add to this, Gentlemen, the artillery carriages are in a wretched ftate, and will require 
conftderable time to put in order for fervice.

T h e  enemy ftill continue encamped near Packauty, with advanced parties detached towards our 
firft line near Safu. T h e Keetchee and Kotah Rajahs, with others o f their Rajahpout Allies, have 
quitted the field, and returned home ; but their army o f late has been augmented by reinforcements 
o f  Gofaizo infantry, in whole fervice they fcem to place their principal reliance. A s yet I have 
had no material propofals from any quarter, and am convinced that none will be made worthy 
our notice, or with any other intention than that o f  amufing us, until by our approach their intereits 
become endangered, or until ?. fignal fuccefs againft the enemy fhall preclude a gullibility o f another 
•alternative.

Y o u  may be affured, Gentlemen, o f my vigilant exertions to obtain this j but my firft care muft 
neceffarily be that o f reconciling the minds o f the troops to the labours and duties of die campaign ; 
nothing will contribute to this end fo much as a regular and plentiful provifion o f grain. I f  the Rana 
joins, 1 flatter myfclf that I fhall be eafy on this head: but i f  otherwife (which you will perceive-may 
be the cafe) our rofources inuft be either drawn from our own country, or we muft go on one fide 
into feme fertile neighbouring territory for fupplies; for a diredt advance into Malwa under fuch 
circumftances, at this fen (on o f the year, appears to be impracticable.

I wait impatiently the determination o f the Rana, which, as foon as afeertained, (hall be commu
nicated to the Board . He has every afturance from me requifite to infpire him with zeal and confi- 
deuce in the alliance. A t the feme time I judged it ufeful to inform him, that until hea& ualiy 
enters into the fpirit o f the caufe, the remains o f the Futty Ghurr detachment will be encamped in 
his country, in order to protect our convoys o f provifions. Thofe regiments will be much weakened 
by the drafts to be made from them ; and I beg leave to obferve, that the completing o f them can
not be too early an objefi of attention,

I fhall immediately proceed with the cavalry and tire drafts to the army at Sufli, when, I  truft, 
by as vigorous efforts againft the enemy as diferetion will juftify, and by every practicable means ot 
conciliating the minds of the neighbouring powers, or by working on their apprehenfiqns, to bring 
your affairs in this part of the country into a favourable train.

Camp near Dongree, I have the honour to be, & c.
1 7th June 178 1. (Signed) G . M U I R ,  C ol. Comm*.

Copy of a Letter from Captain Thom as Ford, Perfian Interpreter to Colonel Muir, to Lieutenant

George G ow an, at Gualiar,

Sir,

I  have it in command from Colonel Muir, to tranfmit you a proteft in the Perfian language, which, 
agreeable to the orders o f the Governor General and Council, and from the Rana’s ill-judged eon- 
duct, he has been obliged to prepare, againft die proceedings o f that prince; accompanying sdfc £ 
fend you a tranflation of that paper.

It  is the Colonel’s pleafure, that immediately upop the receipt o f them, you do wait upor. the 
Maharajah Rana, and inform him o f your having them in your polleffion, and of thefe confequeut in- 
ftrudions, to which you are invariably to conform.

After this elucidation, you will pleafe to requ.re from him a written engagement, under his feal 
and fignature, to join, on a certain Ipecific day (not to exceed the tenth from your receipt o f tins 
letter) the army under Col. Muir, agreeably to the fpirit and meaning of the 5th article o f his treaty 
with the Honourable Company, or with fuch force and fupplies o f  provilion as he can poffibly by 
that period colled for the fervice.

But fhould the Maharajah Rana, under any prdtext or evafion whatfoever, decline or refLife to enter 
into this agreement, or, after having entered into it as before fpeciiied, neglect or be dilatory in its

V o l . II . N  /<_■  j )  performance.
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V ^ ^j^ rform aitte, it is the C oio jid ’*. pqiitive order, in fpph cafe, that you do inftantly, amt in form, tie-

liver tohira'theperiian pfoteft, qnd y w f e l f  repair to this camp without lofs of time.

Camp near Pongreo, I have the Honour'to he,/f*
14th June 178 1. (Signed) i , i .G M A b  . . G R P *

Perfian Interpreter to Col. Mum.

A true Copy.
{Signed} T ,  Fr

Memorial o f Colonel M uir, M ubarig ul Mndluck Iftikkar ul Dowlah Behaudur, on the Proceedings 
o f the Maharajah R am  Chuttur Sing, Luckhindie Delleer Jung Bchudur.

Whereas in the mouth o f December o f the Chriftian /Era, one thoufand feven hundred and twen
ty-nine, and of the Higera in the prK»r»th o f Zecada, one thmjfand one hundred and ninety-three, the 
contracting parties, that is to fay, the laid Maharajah Rana on h<s part, and the Governor General 
and Council on the part o f the Englilh Company, did conclude am. ratify, ftgn and feal, a perpetual 
and firm treaty o f  alliance and friendfhip between each other, ami in conformity to which the Englifh 
gentlemen have in every refpeet fulfilled their engagements and promifes to the Maharajah Rana ; 
and whereas the Maharajah Rapa has failed in many points agreed upon, fuch as in being dilatory 
and neglectful in the payment o f feventy thoufand rupees, month by month, for each o f  the C om 
pany’s battalions fent to his afiiftaqce, according to the 2d article o f the treaty, ; in withholding the 
ftwre of the Englifh in the vcYcmyjs o f the Cutchoovyergar, as preferibed in the 4th article o f the 
treaty ; in earrefponding with thy Marattas Vfjthqut communication to the E n g lifh ; and further
more, in being inattentive in regard to the fupplying o f Colonel M uir’s anny with grain in their 
march through his country, and in many other affs qf infurcerity, it is become neceflary to make 
known to the princes o f Hindoitap tfie fiefedfion o f the laid Maharajah Rana, and the good faith of 
the Englifh nation, to the end that an infraction of the treaty may not in any wife be imputed to, the 
Governor General and Council, or they be fuppofed to have deviated from the ftri&eft juftice.

B ut whereas principally it was fiipulatcd and contra&ed for by the Maharajah Rana, in die 5th 
article o f the treaty, that whenever the war between the Englifh and Marattas fhoukl be carried 
into the Marattas country, he fhould on recpiifiiion fw n ift ten thoufand cavalry at his own expence, 
towards their afliflance ; yet, though this force was frequently and urgently required during the com
mand of Colonel Camac,'the Maharajah Rana pleaded Iris not being in poffcffion of the fortrefs o f 
Gualiar, in e.ycufe for his ton-compliance. N o w  though Gualiar had been taken fokiy by the va
lour and conduct o f the Englifh arms, without any military aid whatever from the Maharajah Rana, 
and though the immediate Surrender of the fortrefs was not enjoined by the treaty, yet the Englifh 
Gentlemen, folely to evince an extraordinary regal'd tQ public faith, gave up the fortrefs, with all its 
cannon and ftores, to the Maharajah Rana.

Moreover, the Maharajah Rana, after being htvefted with the peffefgon o f the find fortrefs, re
peatedly promised to join the Englifh army, but being urged to fulfil thofe engagements, he flill evaded 
their execution on the moft frivolous pretences. Finally, whereas the Maharajah Rana wrote us a 
letter in theft expreft terms, on the fixteenth of Zemmadi ul Sany, “  I will join the Englilh c a m p —  
and even from this his promife has alfo fwerved; it cannot but be manifeff, that the Maharajah Rana 
has not performed in any 'wile his part of the treaty, and that he is totally difindined from affifting 
tho Englifh.,

I t  is on all thefe confiderations become incumbent upon me, who command the Englifh army, 
now  on fervice again# the Marattas, in the dominions o f the Maharajah Mihieput. Sing Tughtftaa 
Bahadur, the Rajah o f Murwa, to pubfifh, in m y own name, this written memorial and proteft, on 
account of the violation of the treaty.—-Bo it therefore known to all the princes and nobles o f H in- 
doftan, to high and to low, and to the whole world, that, compelled by neeeffity, and by thefe 
breaches of the treat)', 1 from this day fufpend all intercourfe whatever with the Maharajah Rana, 
either by letter or embaffy, until the pleafure o f  the Governor General and Council on thefe pre- 
milcs fhali be underilood.

G iven  at tire Englifh camp, near the village o f D ongw e, the 20th Jenmudi ul Sam, A , H. 1195, 
or tire 12th o f Tune o f the C hm lian /Era 178 1.

(Signed) G .  M .
(Signed) T H O M A S  F O R D ,

Perflan Interpreter.

Ordered, that the fuhjecl of the above letters lie for confideration.
EXTRACT
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E X T R A C T  of B E N G A L  S E C R E T  C O N S U L T A T I O N S ,  dated the 24th September ty B i, 

j ^ E A D  the following letter and enclofurc from Colonel M uir.

Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen,
M y  laft difpatches atlvifed you o f my having tranfmitted a proteft to Gualior, againft the conducT 

o f the Rana, to be prefented. to him only in cafe o f his Hill perfifting in withholding thfe quota ot 
troops demanded from him, in virtue o f his treaty with the Honourable Company. I have now 
the honour to inform Government, that he has fince that time marched from Gualior with a force, 
amounting to tw o battalions o f infantry, and twelve hundred cavalry, and joined the army under
mv command at Dongree. O n  this event I immediately drafted 1,000 men from the ru tty  G hur
detachment, in order to complete the regiment intended far listvice ; and with them, and the third, 
regiment of ca valry, proceeded to this camp. T h e  garrifon of Relates, commanded by Major 
M C la ry , being ftraitimed for provisions, l  formed a difpofition for affording them a Supply, and 
agreeable to it marched off with my whole force in two dmffons, on the evening of my arrival". 
T h e  furft, with which 1 went myfelf, confiding o f two regiments o f infantry, and the cavalry, 
marched dire&ly towards the enemy’s encampment, with a view o f furprizing it, and to take off the 
fire from the cither, compofed o f the remainder of my infantry, and the Rana’s army, having the 
provifions in ch arge; this divifion was under the charge o f Lieut. Colonel Achmuty. T h e  out 
ports o f  the enemy were fo well ported, that the march of my divifion was foon difcovered, and a
ikirmiftiing enfued, which lafted till I joined Lieut. Colonel Achmuty, near Kolarees. JIc  arrived
fafe with his provifions, with little mcleftation during his march. O n  our fide we had but few 
killed, and ntoft o f my wounded fullered but (lightly. From the accounts fince received, the 
enemy’s lofs has been capital; and having been almoft totally amongft the Gofaign infantry, in whofe 
fervices they principally confide, will, 1 truft, have the hnppieft influence on their apprehensions 
from a campaign to be purfued during the rainy feafon. It was my defign to have attacked the 
enemy’s head quarters near Pachouty, on the night o f my arrival at Kolarees, but the alarm had 
fpread to their camp, and defeated all hopes o f eflential fuccefs in fuch an attempt.

T h e  greateft affiftance I expected from the junction o f the Rana was a plentiful and certain fupply 
o f grain, but notwithrtanding all my repreferttations to him on this fubjeft, I can entertain no 
pofitive belief dipt he will make it "the ferious objeft of his attention; from this circumilance, 
together with the confederation of his army being greatly in arrears, and badly furnirtied with (lores, 
it would appear that our refourcts mull center in our own exertions— thefe, Gentlemen, you may 
be perfuaded (hall be employed to the bed advantage. In the feveral confutations I have had witn 
the Rana, I find it a talk o f great difficulty to bring him to any active or abfolute determination; 
but his prefence with the army is o f the moft material confequcnce in relation to other powers, who 
muft thereby be convinced that Government has fulfilled their engagements to him, he himfelf has 
folemnly acknowledged to me that they have done more.

In this fituation o f affairs, Gentlemen, the plan o f operations cannot be well afeertained; it: 
depends upon a variety o f incidents. Should the enemy be conftrained by the inclemency o f the 
weather, by the difeontents o f his army, or by any other internal caufe, to retire towards his capital, 
or (hould we find it practicable to force him into this meafure, we may purfite him to great advantage; 
but (hould he be able to keep the field, magazines o f grain muft be provided, or the affiftance o f 
feme neighbouring power muft be acquired, "either by force or treaty, to favour our advance.

E X T R A C T  o f B E N G A L  S E C R E T  C O N S U L T A T I O N S ,  the 12th November 178 1.

E xtraft o f a Letter from Colonel Grainger M uir to the Governor General j dated Camp, Seflai,
20th O ftober 1781.

I
 A M  forry to inform you that my difeovery o f the Rana’s conduit o f  late amounts to a pofitive 

proof o f  his infidelity to our Governm ent; he has been carrying on private negotiations with 
the Fatal (without any regard to his engagements with the Company) replete with the cleared 
intention to betray us, and facrifice our interefts to his own private views. Upon this circumftance 
coming to my knowledge, I pofkively refufed concluding any treaty with the Patu!, until an attefted 
copy o f the propofed or executed treaty between them (hould be lodged in my poffdlion. T  his copy 
I have with great difficulty procured, with Bappoo Sewagie’s feal affixed, duplicate o f which I (hall 

have the pleafure to inclofe you in my next difpatch.

\ f 3j  I (hail



' G°S*x ■

| ® | . [ ] § L
further only beg leave to add, that fhonid you have any commands for me In bringing the 

HPUna to account for any balance he may on e the Company, or any other bufmefs, it will be neceflary 
to tranfmit them, lb as to meet me before I quit his country, and that period cannot exceed the 5th
of the enfuing month. , ■

E X T R A C T  o f  S E C R E T  L E T T E R  from B E N G A L , dated 29th December 178 1,

Bar. 2.1. T) V Colonel M uir’s advices, entered in our confultations, you will obferve, that he has 
, detected the Ranna of Gohud in attempting to conclude a feparate negociation with 

Moodajee Sctndia for himfelf, before any overtures o f  peace has been received by us from that 
C hief; and that the Colonel had obtained a copy o f the paper, with other corroborating proofs o f 
the Rana’s want of attachment to our Government. T h is information will ferve to put us on our 
guardagainft any deceit or duplicity i;» the conduct _ of the Rana, and make us avoid placing too 
great confidence in his aifurauc.es o f zeal and fidelity, but we are not apprehenfive o f any future 
confequcnces from him. 1

■ A N



E X T R A C T
O F  T H E

Particulars of that Part of the Company’s Accounts in Bengal,
C O M M O N L Y  C A L L E D

D U R B A R  E X P E N C E S  A N D  R E C E I P T S ,
F r o m  t h e  Y e a r  1 7 7 0 ,  t o  t h e  Y e a r  1 7 8 5 ,  Jnclufivej

D I S T I N G U I S H I N G  E A C H  Y E A R .

B r e fe i i t t  to  A l lo w a n c e s  E x p c n c c a  I ' "U'J" ”  " " " l,n" " ir‘1 rr“

N a t i v e  m d H o R e n i  o f  d i f f e -  C o v e r - 1  R e p a ir s  R e c e ip t s

P r in c e s  t o  t h e  r e n t  E m -  P e t t y  n o r  G e -  o f T e n t s  f o r  P r e -  N e t

and t h e i r  V a c k e e l s o i  b a f i ie s ,  C h a r g e s  n e ra l 's  ! P a la u -  fo n t s  f r o m  A m o u n t

S e rv a n ts , S e r v a n ts  o f  f o r  B o a t  f o r  D ilb u r fe  q u ii is ,  , N a t i v e  o f  D u rb a r

and  E x p e n  - N a t i v e  H ir e ,  t r a - I t a l i a n ,  m e n ts  jocc . an d  P r in c e s ,  &  C h a r g e s ,

ces  o f f e n d -  P r in c e s ,  v e i l in g  C o o l i e s ,  o n  fu n -  fu n d iy  o n  fu n d r y

in g  th e  an d  E x p c n -  C h argcsd c  & c .  d ry  A c -1  E x t r a  A c c o u n ts ,

fa m e .  c es  o n  t h e i r  S e r v a n ts  c o u n ts .  C h a r g e s
A c c o u n t .  W a g e s .

M ay to April £■  £  £  £  £ . £ .  £  £ .  £ .
I 7 7 o —  17 7 1  _  2,910 121 2,473 61 —  —  5,565 —  5,565

*77* —  1772 *“  2,487 418 1,802 44 —  —  4,751 —  4,751

1772 —  1773 —  9,001 471 2,105 —  3,526 —  15,103 —  15,103

1773 —  1774 —  7.39* 760 1,018 —  —  —  9,169 —  9,169

1774  —  1775  —  10,182 547 8,888 625 —  —  20,242 —  20,242

1 775 —  17 ? 6 —  5.789 3.735 9>r i °  —  —  —  18,634 —  18,634

1776 _  1777 —  7,118  3,950 —  77 —  —  11 ,14 5  2,610 8,535

1777 —  1778 —  5,856 4,794 —  S66 —  —  11 ,2 16  2,374 8,842

1778 —  1779 —  14,898 6,246 5,134 841 —  —  2 7 ,119  9,473 17,646

1779 —  1780 —  18,167 3.99* —  340 —  —  22.498 —  22,498

1780 —  178 1*— 227,566 5,224 —  367 —  —  233,157 26,491 206,666

1781 —  1782 _  18,254 11,640 5,384 292 —  —  35 .57° *31.564 95,994

1782 ■— 1783 —  8,075 6,294 120 310 —  —  *4.799 267 14,532

*783 —  *784 —  *5,810 5,128 *,380 388 —  —  22,706 448 22,258

1784 —  1785 —  61,446 3,849 10,166 566140249 2,534 r*8,8io 39,903 78,917

D ' —  D ° —  Particulars not received. — *  —  —- 7,422 —  7,422

* Ib is  includes C . R . 18,56000, or £ ,  208,800, given to the Berar Government.

4 1 be particulars of C . R, 3,38,220, or £ .  38,049, part o f this film, are annexed to the G over
nor General’s letter to the Court, o f 21ft February 1784, copy o f which has been prefented to 
the houfe > the particulars o f  the other part are not received.

The current rupee is valued at 2s. 3d.
T. „  T Errors excepted.

, ! Adla,Houfe’ J O H N  A N N I S ,
17th March 1786. Auditor o f Indian Accounts.
y 0 L .  I I .  o  A N
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A  N

E X T R A C T
O F  T H E

Particulars of that Part of the Company’s Accounts in the
Prefidencies of Madras and Bombay,

C O M M O N L Y  C A L L E D

D U R B A R  E X P E N C E S  A N D  R E C E I P T S ,
From the Year 1770, as far as the fame hath been received j 

diftmguiihing each Year, and each Prefidency,

Madras Bombay.

R e c e ip t s

i 'r e fV n ts  A n n u a l  P i lh c a lh  S u n d ry  b y  a C u f -  N e t

to  th e  P r e s e n ts  p a id  t o  C h a r g e s  to m  o r  A m o u n t

N a b o b  o f  to  th e  th e  N a -  o n  I m -  T o t a l .  D u t y  o f  I o f  D u r b a r

A r c b t ,  &  N a b o b  o f  b o b  o f  p o r t s ,E x -  p e r  C e n t .  C h a rg e s
to  fu n d r y  S u r a t , t i e .  S u ra t ,  p o r ts ,  & c .  l e v ie d  t o  a t B o m -

V a c k e e ls  ik e .  d e fr a y  b a y .

& c .  D u rb a r
C h a r g e s .

—  —  —  —  —  “

1770 —  1771 —  859 —  1,844 1,250 680 3,774 2,221 *>553

177 1 —  1772 —  1,646 —  624 1,250 517 2,391 1,790 601

1772 —  1773 —  1,621 —  1,344 1,250 7x1 3,305 2,142 1,16 3

1773 —  17 7 4  —  452 —  457 1,250 517 2,224 I ,523 701

1774  —  1775  —  255 —  1,327 1,250 54° 3>I I 7 HO8 * »>»3&

1775 —  I ? 76 ~  2+° ~  2,358 1,250 342 3,950 2,514 1,436

1776 —  x |7 7  —  3,506 —  1,093 1,250 305 2,648 1,932 716

1777 —  <778 ~  299 —  1,807 1,250 240 3,299 1,715  1,584

1778 —  1779  —  3,379 —  955 1,250 254 2,459 1,624 835

1779  —  1780 —  2,890 —  1,577 1,250 231 3,058 1,557 J)50I

1780 —  1781 —  X,I29 —  1,160 1,250 218 2,628 1,150 1,478

1781 —  178 2 —  1,343 —  904 1,250 242 2,396 885 1 ,5 11

1782 —  1783 —  3,379 —  1,240 .1,250 57 2,547 742 *)8°S

1783 —  178 4  —  783 —  T h e  Accounts o f this Y ear are not received.

T h e  above expence at Madras (lands under the head o f prefents on the books, there being 
no head o f  Durbar charges at that Prefidency.

Errors excepted.

Eaft India Houfe, J O H N  A  N  N I S ,
17th M arch 1786. /  t. Auditor o f Indian Accounts,
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C C J aV r $s 3 u i L
A  N

A C C O U N T
O F  T H E

Supplies lent from Bengal to the federal Prefidencies in India,
and to China,

In  M O N  E  Y ,  G O O D S ,  o r  P R O V I S I O N  S,
9

A N D  O P  T H E

Bills drawn from B engal, by the feveral*Prefidencies,
.. #*

From the ift January 1778, to the Date o f the latcft Advices from Bengal.
O

Fort St. Bombay. Fort China. St. Helena, Total.
G eorge. Marlbrough

Jan. April ^  4  . 4 , '  4  £•
^778 -  1779 -  406,733 312,565 9,412 59,886 1,970 790,566

I779  _  I 7 8o -  61,497 1*1 ,7 75  27,827 -  1,575 2I2)6?4

,780 -  1781 -  405,273 *83,287 3,620 -  ,,907 327)5I3

i 78 x -  I 7 8a -  669,215 131,011 1,487 *34,048 2,508 770 ,173 (

1782 —  1783 —  1,108,653 335,497 63,476 42,024 2,272 1,551,92 2

*7^3 1784 640,740 63,460 19,803 x ,o i2  2,250 727,265

2 7 8 4 - 1 7 8 5 1 -  465,091 41 s,6x2 4 r,46o -  2,34a 924,505

£■  3,757,202 1 ,2 9 6 ,6 3 3 1 167,085 68,874 ^ 8 ™ [ 7 , 304,618

*  M ore fupplied than received from Bengal.

t  Supplies engaged for on the 30th April 1785, excluftve o f  the above, being Bills accepted and
not paid at that date, & c.

Fort St. G eorge / \  243,800

S S f t L w  ‘  : : : :  3n i 's

£* 283,256

N . B. T h e  current rupee is valued at 2s. 3d.

M dl3uH :’Uo^ / '  7 Errors excepted.
30th March 1786. J O H N  A N N I S ,

Auditor o f Indian Accounts.

. . . . . . .
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C O P Y  of the feveral Minutes o f the Honourable Charles Stuart, John 

Macpherfon, Efquire, and John Stables, Efquire, recorded in the 
Revenue Confutations o f Fort William, of May and July 1785, on the 
Subjedt of a Plan, propofed by the Honourable Charles Stuart, for the 
Colledlion and Controul of the Revenue.

E X T R A C T  of B E N G A L  R E V E N U E  C O N S U L T A T I O N S ,  10th M ay 1785.

MR . S T U A R T  lays before the Board, the following Minute and Plan for the Management 
o f the Revenues. .

M r. Stewart. .
Having lately confidered with a good deal o f attention the prefent mode of collecting the revenues, 

and obfervino- many imperfections in it, which I thought required immediate remedy; I confulted 
fome o f the moft experienced o f the Company’s fervants in that line, with refpedt to the adoption 
of inch a fyftem as fhould be lead liable to the obje&ions, which in the prefent one are as evident 
as they are univerfally acknowledged.

Among ft all the Gentlemen whom I have confulted on this occafion, I fcarcely found one who 
was not clearly and decidedly o f opinion, that the plan o f employing Company’s fervants in all the 
diftrids, was "the belt (as had been proved by experience) that could be adopted; and I could wifh 
the Board to confider, whether it would not be proper to revert to that fyftem ; it has always met with 
mv warmed approbation, and fo fully convinced am I o f the preference which ought to be given to 
it above all others, that did the queftion reft fingly with me to decide upon, I fhould not hefitate a 
moment in adopting it.

T h e  only objection which appears to deferve notice is, the danger to be apprehended from a 
change of fyftem : on which fubjed much has been laid, and no doubt with fome juftice, if  applied 
t( cafes which do not abfolutely require alteration ; and i f  the change fhould be made imprudently, 
or at an improper period o f the year. But at prefent none of thefe objedfions can be urged. I am 
not lingular in my opinion o f the neceffity o f a change. T h e  fyftem which I propofe o f  employing 
Company’s fervants, is, by the moft experienced in the Revenue bufinefs, acknowledged to be the 
belt ; and with refped to the time of entering upon a change, no one can deny that this is the beft, 
nay, the only period when it can be made with propriety. T h e  Bengal year is juft expired, and the 
collections are at an end ; fuch balances therefore as have fallen, cannot be further realized without 
encroaching on the revenue of the new year, a practice o f all others the moft pernicious ; and, 
upon the whole, I doubt not but that the Board will be convinced, on weighing all thefe circumftances, 
that the fvfteni may be changed without the leaft difficulty or embarraflment. T h ere are at prefent 
upwards o f 20 gentlemen employed in the out diftri&s, and the appointment o f 8 or 9 more would 
complete the change propofed.

T h e  Committee o f Revenue’s letter on the fubjed o f the new fettiement, affords no reafon to 
induce me to alter the opinion which I have formed, after the matureft deliberation. O n the con
tracts it confirms me more than ever in the propriety o f  it, feeing that they recommend to the 
Board, in the ftrongeft terms, that the Company’ s fervants fhould be directed to make the fettle- 
meats o f all the diftrids where they are “  Rationed, oblerving, that there is not any objection to 
« counterbalance the advantages which on this occafion would be derived from local knowledge and 
“  experience,”

H aving faid thus much by way o f preface, I beg leave to fubmit to the Board, the plan which I 
have formed for the future management of the revenues; in the drawing up o f  which I have 
attended to the fpirit o f the 39th article o f  the late A d  o f Parliament, in favour o f the rights o f 
the Zemindars; and I have alio left fufficient fcope for the operation o f any orders we may receive 
from the Court o f D ire dors confcqucnt to that claufe.

Calcutta, 10 M ay, (Signed) C H A R L E S  S T U A R T .
1785.

P L A N
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P L A N  for collecting the R E V E N U E S , by M R . S T U A R T ,  April 1785.

A S  the period for the new fettlement o f the revenues for the enfuing year is now near at hand, 
and as experience has dearly {hewn that the prefent fyftem is in many parts very defective; I think 
that the Eoard ought immediately to take the fubjeft into confideration, that proper meafures may 
he adopted for removing the evils which now exift, as well as to prevent fimllar inconveniences in 
time to come.

T h e  avowed principle o f the prefont fyftem is to render, as general as poffible, the mode of 
paying the revenues direft at the Prefidency, and thereby totally to abolhfh the intermediate 
agency between Government and the Zemindars, which was faid to  be productive o f oppreffion 
and extortion.— T h is  argument, at ftrft fight, carries fome weight with i t ; becaufe it is to be 
fuppofed, that the fewer agents there are employed in remitting the revenues to the Khalfa, Co 
much Ids will be the expences o f  the Zemindars : but on a clofer examination o f  this point, it 
will be found, that the fa£t is the very reverie 5 for the Zemindars, being at a diftance from 
the feat o f Government, ind therefore unable to make their reprefenta'tions in peribn, are 
obliged to employ a number o f Vakeels to tranfift' their bufinefs, and thefe Vakeels being gained 
over to the interefts o f the native officers (whole undue influence will fubmit to no check but 
the immediate interpofition of the members o f Governm ent) are eafily led to betray their mailers 
and by working upon their hopes and fears, to bring them to any terms they may pleafe to 
impofe.

I f  it be alledged in favour o f the prefent lyftem, that the land revenue has been increafed,
I will admit that it is now greater than when' the laft change took place, though not more than 
it was in the time of the collectors; but I cannot allow that this encreafe has tended to the good 
of the public, feeing that the aClual receipts into the Treafury are greatly lefs than they were twelve 
years ago, under the operation of a. very different fyftem from the prelent, and one which has always 
been confidered by me as the belt that can be adopted. In proof o f this, I beg leave to ftate the 
net receipt , into the Khalfa Treafury thefe laft twelve years, beginning with the fettlement made by 
the Committee o f  Circuit.

11 Jo - £ 3 3 ^ 9 0 1  } In thc time of the Colka°rs-
C Firft year o f  die Provincial Councils,

118 1 -  2,37,06,893 s  including the Rufleed on theCom -
„  „ v. mittee of Circuit’s Settlement,
Provincial Councils . . .  - 1182 - 2,23,01,693

D itto . . .  118 3  -  2,21,89,95c
D itto  118 4  - 2,19,81,943
£*tto -  - - .1x85 - 2 ,15 ,14 ,9 21
Ditto r i8 6  - 2,05,91,066
D itto T h e  "

Councils were alioliilied before
the expiration o f the year, and 1 „
balances happened o f courfe, ’ r l °7 " I>9G +3>32®
part o f which were colle&ed the
next year j

Committee of > - - 1 , 088 - 2,18,04,481
Revenue’s f  - - - 1189 - 2,15,6 ^ 3 7 *
Settlement. ) -  - -  119 0  - 2,03,18,167

f  rom the above comparative view o f the net collections for twelve years paft, I think it muft 
be allowed that Government benefited more by the former fyftem o f employing collectors than they 
do by the prefent one, wherein the native officers are permitted to have more influence than they 
ever had at any former period ; and I  believe there is little doubt but that the diftricts were hereto
fore m a much more flourifhing ftate than they are at prefent.

Convinced as I am o f  the propriety o f  the meafure o f employing Company’s fervants in the

f o r mt f 1f v f t e m V ™  ^  °A ^  imPrwements ™  7 be  m ade on the
m i mtr fyftem  o f c o lle d o r s , and co n tr iv e d  to  co in cid e  p retty n ea rly  w ith  the in ten tion s o f the
t t v a f  h  S ?  A a  o f Parliament in A o n r  i f  the „7 i , “ S ^ . e !  
were W  rhe t  a ' * ¥  *$&?* and Prlv,% es o f  all who came under this deferiptiori
nVs fcXa n t  th o fe  °f Co!lerfors’  totally “ nulled, and inverted in the hands o f Compa
ny s fervants, whofe bufinefs it was to make the Muffuffil fettlement, portion out the lands in 
ftrm , *nd p i le #  the revenue. T hus the Zemindars and their dependants being: deprived o f

V o u II? rightS’  lnflead ° f  afr°r p nS theii affiftance to the officers o f the Company,
■ ' exerted
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’^ijSSjsvertcdi their utmoft endeavours to throw impediments in the Way of the collections, in hopes of 

clrivintr Government to  th e w feeffityof eiripitvying them in the fetste manner as before; this was 
an evil productive of many inconveniences, and will be rectified by the plan which i  w jfh to propofe.

i'v e rv  Zemindar, who is not totally incapable, fltOuMbe infrufted with the interior management 
o f bis own country, at a -moderate alM m ent, which JhOtiM On no adcount be railed upon httn.
So circurn(lanced, It Would become his immediate intdre’fl: to make the Welfare and happmefs of his 
rvots the firft obiedt o f his attention, and would, I am convinced, m a very fhort time, be the 
means o f reftorin? thefe provinces to their former flourifhing ftate. In cafes where the Zemindar 
|s a'minor, or a woman, or whdre then- aref bfJicient reafons to jtiftify the exception, the binds may 
either ĥe ^rveh in charge to a near rdation of the Zem indar’ s, Or to one of the old fervants ot me 
Zemmdury, on whofe fiddlityand good management Government can depend .— In  either cate the 
perfon in charge fhould be rcfponftWle in b is private fortune for the due payment o f  the revenue.

f n si! the diftrt&s without exception, a'Com pany’s TetVant fhould be ftationed, for thepUrpofe 
Of receiving the rents as they'becom e due, and for preventing oppreffions being committed by the 
Zemindars amd their dependants; as alfo for the adminiftration of jdftice, as will hereafter be more 
particularly mentioned.

Thefe gentlemen fuperintendents ought to  have bandfome falaries ann exed  to  their appointments, 
iimi thereby be placed above every temptation that m ight lead to an infringement o r a  neglect of their 
duty. T h e  oath direifted by the late A S  o f P arliam en t fhould be admimftereu to th em , and the 
Jlighteft inftance of delinquency ihould be punifhed in the moft exemplary .manner. 1- have a better 
opinion ‘Of the fervice, than  to  Tiippofe that any of its members •would ever merit fuch a  pu n ilh m e tit;
•but if any perlbn fhould To -far forget his own honour and reputation, as to draw upon intofett the 
ju ft refentmertt o f Governm ent, I  hope, for the fake o f  the fervice, that no motives o f lenity or 
•pifrfihlity would be fuffered to fcreen him  from the fate he would fo j u %  deferve.

W ith  refpe&to the rate o f affeflment, I  do not think that a better medium can be adopted cm a 
pencrai plan, than that which was fixed by the Board, in  c o n fe re n c e  o f the ordefs o f ^ ooA  
o f Directors, dated the ?rh February 1 7 7 7 ;  viz. the average o f thecolle& ions o f the Bengal 
years u SoJ u  and « 2. 'F rom  the beft information I have been able to obtain, this was co n fu te d  
l  very equitable jum m a : it ought not certainly to be low er; and many diftudts may, t o n  
•particular drcumftanccs o f  indulgence in thofe years, be able to afford an increafe upon their 
average collections. B ut it will be moft proper, I  believe, to  give a difcretionary power on this 
head 'to the Gentlemen who are to make the fettlements with the Zemindars, which, tor the hrit 
w a r, mav be tried only as an experiment, until we receive the orders o f  the Gottrt oflfcreO O N  upon 
the ZQth claufe o f die late A f t  o f  Parliament•; but after that, ft will be proper to fix the Jumma 
unalterably during the life-time of the Zemindar. And when this determination of Governme nt comes 
to be known and depended upon, it is not to be doubted but, through the means of the G  entlemen 
ftationed in the diftrias, the revenue wilLalways be completely paid up-at the nxed periods. In  
order however the better to fecure the regular payment o f the K ifts, 1 think the fi.iperintendent 
fhould be inverted with a diferetionary power o f putting up to public fafe a portion of the Zenrumafr s 
lands, in a certain number o f days (for inftance ten) after each fa ft became due, ui.tefc it were 
regularly paid; and in order to prevent the pernicious practice o f coltttfive fales, the purchafer fhodcl 
not be put into pofieflion until one month after the fale, during which time the Zemindar _might 
make his appeal to the Supreme Council. T h e  Board, on hearing his reafons for not paying his 
k ’lft at the toted time, might then, i f  thofe reafons were judged fetisfaftory, ordei the laud to be 
reftored to him on his paying 5 *  to parchafer, m confederation of his difeippomltaent.
T h is  mode, I am convinced, would tend more iffeffualiy to prevent balances, than any <hat has ever 
vet been adopted; and as it fhould be inferred in the Zemindar’s caboo eat, he would he forewarned 
o f what he was to ex p ea  from a breach o f  his engagements, and could not then-fete have any juft 
catsfe o f  complaint. But indeed, I  believe, that it would feldom or never become neceffary for the 
Superintendents to carry this power into execution ; for when the Zemindars few that Govermhent 
were determined to adhere to the meafcre o f felling their fends, they would moft u n d m *te %  fo i 
into a regular fvftem o f paying their kifts as they became due, excepting indeed where their ritftrftts 
were ruined by feme dreadful calamity, in which cafe the fa il would be fo notorious, that the collector 
would be juftified in  dtfpenl’mg with his ufud rigour. I

I  have already 614, that the adminiftration of juftice ought to be placed in * 5 * ^  £  J j j  
Superintendents; and experience has ftew n  us the propriety o f this nteafote, L l
fvftem of the audaubrss was firft thought of, Governm ent was fully aware of the mmcultu S tft 
would arife from the clafhing o f the authority o f the judges and of the officers o f the revenue, and 
in drawing the line between them, every precaution teas taken to prevent the baf. J J *
m ight refuit from i t ;  ail precautions however were Vasil, the evil exifted ih the difunioti of A c  two 
authorities, and without again uniting them in the fame perfon, it became evident that One mufr 06 
made a facrifice o f  to  the other. . -pj,e
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‘-n  t  to tifid erstio n  ihc’ft w a s , h o w  th is facrificc  w as  to  be' m ad e w ith  leaft detrim en t to  t h c k J A J  

. 1 1 '  in te r e f t ; arid ft was !ri co n feq u en ce  determ ined, that during the m onths o f the h eavy  
co lle ftio n s  the adfflfnifthatiort o f  ju f l ic e  M W  be im pended alto geth er, w h ich  w as a cco rd in g ly  

-r'he JuJo-es therefore d o  n ot a t p refen t fit ab ove feven  m onths in the  y e a r ,-a  p eriod  b y  n o 
m eans fu flid c h t to triable  them ttf keep  up th eft b u fm e lk  In  addition  to  the above argu m en ts »t .s 
,, !>e obferved, that the audauluts on th e  p refent fy ite m  are attended w ith  a  very  great exp en ce , m o lt 

w hir], w ill be laved b y  re fto rin g  the aato in iftra tio n  o f  juftice to  the hands w herein  it  o u g h t to  b e  
lodged T h is  re c lu sio n , a m o n g #  m an y oth ers, w ill tumble G o v e rn m e n t, W ithout any additional 

exp en ce, to  a f c t  to  the  Superintendents the felarles a lready prouofed.

T h e  mode of ddfri&ing the revenues, being already lard down aS above, it only pow remains id  
propofc the means of fumilhing the allowances to the c o l l e t s  without creating any additional a t-  
pence to Government.

From fuch accounts as I  have been able to procure, it appears that the charges 
collection for the li f t  year, v iz . i f q o ,  amount to rupees -  - - - - -

And that in the time of the colk& ors in 1179, the charges colledton amounted
only to - -  - .................................................... - .................................. 3«-^»395

Increafc o f charges collection .  -  t -  -  -  -  - rupees 3*584,78'i

So that in ths conrfc o f eleven years the charges of colleftion have been almoft doubled, whilft, as 
we have already feen, the d&tfel receipts jfttO the Company's Treafury have, during tbs feme period, 
been gradually M im ing.

I would therefore propoffi, that the prefent eftabliftiment o f charges C o lle to n , which appear* 
enormous, be ab-.lifted at the end o f the prelent Bengal year, and a new one formed upon the 
following plan 5 which will not only make an handfome provifion for the colleftors, but Will alfo be 
productive o f a ebnfidcrable faving to die Com pany:

I will fuppofe that it may be neceffary to employ thirty Company’s fervanb o f different ranks a* 
Superintendents o f the collections; viz.

15 Senior Merchants, 
to  Junior Merchants.

5 Factors. ,
And as I conceive that their allowances and emoluments ought to keep pace with their length o f 
Service, I would propofe that a proper diftinaion in thefe reipeCts be preferved between their fever*! 
ranks. I would therefore fix them upon the Following plan ’.
15 Senior Merchants at '1,200 rupees pet month each, is pet month* 

nipees 18,000, or per annum - - - -  ~ ” 2 ,10 ,0 0 0
Ditto at 30,000 rupees per annum, by way o f commiffion in lieu o f every 

Other advantage, except their falary, is per annum - - - - -  4,50,000
...........—  6,66,000

io  Junior M ffcM M s at tjoob rupees pdt month, is per month 10,000, or
pci- anntlftl *  -  - , - - ~ - y  -  -  -  1 ,20,030

D itto at 4o,bob per annum, fey way of tOrnmifliort, as ahbVc > -  *• 2,00,000
--------------- - 3, 20 ,000

Five FaCtors at 8bb rupees per ridhrith, is per month 4,000, or per annum 48,000
Ditto at 15,060 per ahmitti, by W*y of commiffion, as above -  -  -> -  75,000

3 w w ------- * 1,23,600

F.ftw.-.ded amount of pay add allowances to the Superintendents per annum - rupees 11,09,000

I f  it fe*e objected, that this expehce will bte greatly iricreafed in proportion as the laft tw o 
claites rife to the tank o f Senior M erchant, I have only to oBfcrVe ih reply, that if they 
were dl ftehior Merchants, which is not to Be fiippofeci, the encreafe o f expend; Would 
only be 3,61,660 filpbes pet annum; which, I conceive, is no confldetatibri to G overn- 
ih'ent, When compared With tlfe advantages which will fee derived froth the plan propofed 
as already mentioned.
30 Eftablifliments o f affifiants, dewans, and native officers, at 1,500 per month, is If 

per month 45,000; theft: to trahfedf thd buftneft o f the deWhhec audaluc: as hcriS- > $ 40,090
toftor'e; per anfittm ~ - -  -  - ~ ~ ~

36 Effabliibrtdnts Of Fbhzdarry Officers at 500 per month, is per month 15,060,
Or pet annum -  1,80,000

Khalfa eftablifhmcnt. - f  18,29,000

In
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onlcr to fave the Board all the trouble and difficulties which would neceflartly arife D l J

iv fw m  their entering into a detail o f the bufinefs o f  rise liiperimendents, l  think this duty
fliould be allotted to one o f the members o f the council, in monthly rotation; who 
ought to fit in the Khalfa as comptroller of the collections, for the purpofe o f preferring 
the molt vigilant attention over the conduCt o f the fuperintendents, that no time may be 
loft in remedying evils in the very ftrff moment o f their appearance.

I f  I could fuppofe that apy further check'were neceflary over the fuperintendents than 
the fdlemh Engagement which they are to enter into, there is none that could be adopted, 
which, in my opinion, woui I operate with more powerful efficacy than this controlling 
power o f a Member of. the Government, who would never want for the belt infor
mation widi refpeet to the interior ftate o f  the diftriCts ; and thus fituated, it would be 
impoffible for the fuperintendents to deceive him, even if  they were fo inclined. T h is  
fuperintendent rnuft have a deputy, who fliould be a perfon o f  the firft experience and 
ability in the revenue lin e ; and his allowance ought to be equal to that of the Preiident 
o f the Committee o f Revenue, viz. per annum - -  - - 60,000

T h e  fuperintendent o f the records, or preparer o f reports to the revenue 
department, fliould have the fame allowance as the collectors; fuppofe him a 
l'enior Merchant, it will be - - . r -  * -  4L 500

---------- 1,04,50©
Affiftants and W riters may be eftimated at 5,000 rupees per month, is

per annum ~ - - - -  - -  - ■ ~ 60,COO
Eftablifhments of the Roy Royan and native officers at 6,000 per month,

is per annum - - - - -  -  •• - - '  72,000
Contingent charges eftimated at 2,000 rupees per month -  24,000
Zem indafy charges, according to the prelent eflablifhments, which may

certainly be reduced -  _ - - - - 22,89,411
L aw  charges 18,000
Fouzdary audauluts -  -  ~ - - -  -  -  - 3,82,95a
Police eftabliflmierit -  , -  -  - -  » - -  5^ '°7'2
Commiffion to the field officers - * -  - -  -  1,26,000
Pooibundy, which may be reduced - - - - - -  2,61,690
Eftablifhment o f the fait diftriCts -  _ T -  - - 1,50,000
Allowances to fervants unemployed, eftimated at 1,50,000

----- ----------3 5 ,9 2 ,1 2 3

T otal charges collection, according to the new plan -  -  “  - 55ia5>̂ a3
Charges collection for the prelent year, according to the account delivered

in  by the A c c o u n ta n t  G e n e r a l to  the R e v e n u e  D ep artm en t -  7 1 ,6 3 ,2 3 6

Eftimated faving b y  the new  plan -  -  -  -  * " I fi>37»^13

In forming the above account, I  have preferved fiiui o f  the old eftabliftimenfs as appear to be 
neceflary, and in fome o f the departments the allowances are continued the fame as before. W here 
new eftablifhment? arc introduced the allowances ate very libera!, and the eftabliftiments themfelves 
are, in my opinion, fully equal to the duty required of them. But o f this I cannot be fuppofed to 
be a competent judge 5 and it may perhaps be neceflary to be fiirnifhed with official information on 
the fubjea, before the Board can finally fix on the expences: I do not, however, conceive that they 
will much exceed what I have ftated.

It  may not be improper here to remark, that at the time of the appointment o f the Committee 
o f  Revenue, it was the declared intention of the Government to recall all the collectors from the 
diftriCts ; but as not only a great number o f them have been continued in their Rations, but many 
more fince appointed, it is evident that the fyftem of confining the management o f the revenues to 
the Committee alone has been found impracticable, and confequentlv a double expence has been 
incurred by Government. I  herewith beg leave Co fubmit to the Board, a lift of the different 
ftations o f the fuperintendents, f he wing the names o f the gentlemen at prefent employed, and 
leaving blanks for the new appointments to be filled up by the Board.

A s I think that no means fhould be left untried to incite the fuperintendents to give their whole 
attention to the realizing o f the revenue, I  further propofe, that they be permitted to draw their 
fixed falaries only, as ftated above, for the purpofes o f defraying their current expences ; and that 
they be not entitled to their commiffion until the clofe o f the year, when the Board will pafs judg
ment upon their conduct refpeCtively; and if  it Hull have been fuch as to merit approbation,

: , * 0  tb' ’’
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they will then receive the thanks o f the Board for their fervice-y and at the fatrte time an order 
for the full amount o f their commiffion, which in fueh cafe fhouH be paid immediately from the 
Tree fury.

O n examining the revenue accounts, I find that, o f the prefent collector?., fome have regularly" 
realized their revenue, whilft others have fallen confiderably in balance. I do not mean at prefent 
to enquire whether thofe gentlemen in the latter predicament have deferved the Board’ s cenfure, or 
n o t ; becaufe, as few or none o f them were permitted to make their own fettlements, it njav be 
alledged, that they were neither fo much interefted in realizing them, nor fo well informed with 
relpeCt to the circumftances o f the Zemindars and other landholders, as if  they had themfelves 
fettled the amount o f the revenues... But in order that neither this plea nor any other may be made 
ufe o f in future by the fuperintendents, I am clearly o f opinion, that the making o f the fettlemcnts 
with the Zemindars and hereditary landholders, upon the principles already laid down, fhould be 
left entirely to them. 'Fhey need not be abfolutely confined to the rate o f  affeftment mentioned in 
the firft part o f the plan, as this might be productive o f  bardfhip in fome particular diflri&s, and 
of too great indulgence in others; the medium collection o f u 80-81 and 82, ought however to 
be taken for the bafis o f all their fettlement, and I do not doubt but an increafc upon that jumma 
may in many places be obtained without rendering it in the leaft oppreffive to the inhabitants. T h e  
fuperintendents however will he the beft judges o f the ability o f their rcfpaftive diftridts; and as 
their own reputations will be fo much concerned, they will not make their fettlements lower than the 
rate propofed, without the mod fubftantial reafons for fo doin g; neither will they make them too 
high, left ’hey fhould find difficulty in realizing them.

T h e meuiam jumma alluded to is 2,67,82,458, and the prefent jumma is 2,75,59,000, out o f 
which fum a balance is expedted to remain uncolledted o f 30,00,000, as ftated in the account 
probable receipts and difburfements. T h is  will reduce the colle&ions o f the prefent year to 
2,45,59,000; and 1 think we lhall have reafon to congratulate ourfelves it they do not fall 
ibort of that fum, feeing that although the year 1 191  is expired, the balance o f the Bengal revenue 
is at this time, agreeable to the T ow jee account for Fagun, no lefs than rupees 38,56,197. 4, 16. 
exclufive o f rupees 27,67,705. 14. r i .  belonging to the Bchar year, on which: however we cannot 
at prefent form any exadt judgment.

I fubmit this minute to the confideration o f the Board as an outline only, which, i f  they approve 
of, they may fill up with what improvements they may think proper ; and i f  the plan is adopted, it 
will, I am convinced, be attended with many important advantages to Government. A  large 
faving in the article o f charges collection is clearly afeertained ; the bufinefs o f the revenue w ill in 
future be conducted better and on a more regular fyftem than heretofore; a number o f the C om 
pany’s fenior fervants, whofc abilities and experience are at prefent unferviceable, and who are 
receiving large penfions from Government, will be ufefully employed ; and being placed in fituations 
where no motive o f private intereft can interfere with the faithful difchargc o f their duty, it is 
natural to fuppofe that a laudable emulation will arife in the fervice, which cannot but ; productive 
o f  the greateft benefit to the Company. N o r  muft it be forgotten, that in times o f exigency, 
Government will be able to depend much more for every kind o f exertion upon European fuper
intendents than they poffibly could do upon the natives, who it is not to he fuppofed can be 
influenced by thofe ties which muft ever bind the fervants o f  the Company, and fubjeeb o f G reat 
Britain, to exert themfelves with vigour in promoting the general welfare o f the Britifh nation

(Signed) C H A R L E S  S T U A R T .

4

N O T E S  to M R . S T U A R T ’s P L A N  for M A N A G I N G  the R E V E N U E S .

A .
Plus account is not perhaps perfectly exact, being prepared from a number o f accounts which 

I have had occafion to refer to. If, however, there is any difference in the fums, I am warranted 
in faying, that fuch difference extends to all the years here ftated, and will be found to make no 
alteration in the principle which I fet out with, viz. that the net receipts into the Treafury were 
greatly more formerly than they are at prefent.— I will, in a future minute, if necellary, ftate the 
account fully trom authentic documents.

B .
, A t prefent the Zemindar collefis the utmoft his country can produce, and confequendy rack-rents 

his tenants : could he be affured that Government would not raife their demands upon him, it would 
.’I  n u T  t0 <? S ? ur^ e improvements. He would grow rich himfelf; the people under hint 
would be nappy, and Government might depend upon his aid whenever neceffity might require him 
to c ,u  forth. L iving happy and contented, he could not wifti for a change ; and be would con
f e r  his own profperity, and that o f  the Governm ent which p ro te& d  him, as infeparablv united.

V o l - U- Q . ( S  After
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After * e  m e  r f a f t ® * *  b »  been t e i  » l e a d y  

W, t^e realization o f it within thy tear. . the fecumw of the receipts from die country
to Government, nothing ts of 10 mu t p y  ‘ . I f  the money is allowed to remain
as foon as poflible after they come from t h e . ^ " d <* *** - either diffipated or embezzled j
with the Zemindars, or then dependen s, 1 ^ monthly Hated payments within 
and it is to the want of «  * «  * *  *  7™
the tune limited, that I a.cnbe the h . V ‘ ■ • r fe inverting the revenue fupermtendents 
it was with a view to the remedy of tins evil, that 1 nature fliaU &  adopted, I
with the power mentioned in this t a u t , ■ , j rea|;7efj_ T h e  Zemindar ought not in
flttli never expedl to fee the revenues comp . _  y  p fo, annua] revenue, as well as the amount
reafon toh avean yo b jeam n stoth is  c l a u f ^ t o  the rdources o f  his.
o f  his monthly payments, are fett c A unequivocal engagements to pay a certain
country: he voluntary enters into the moft pofrtwe ^ . ^ X S d e e o f h i s  periodical receipts :

ru;n ^e.7 lh3 d’ he^he’ eL ufed from "a If rich performance o f theft engagements ? I f  he means to 
w hy then ihould he be e x e m a j  ovcrntaEnt a fecurity fo reafonable and fo little expenfive as

s r S r h . t ’ ^ i o f t d T f f ^ m i i S L m ,  * *  *  * » .  « * « ■ > *  « * ■ *

accordingly. ^

Before I  propofed thclb * £ & . t S f S  f c S S
fiances of the Company o ft r\ ice , a - ■ , meafure was not only confonant to the foundeft
i. inortance, had I not k e n  firmly convinced ithat the mealure hitbert0 drawn by the
p ie y ,  but ftriaiy coo » ™ b  b  •<, he of («rop«n. by ,b„fe a ,hc
Gentlemen employed m the collection an a m b fubfiftence, and in m oll places
head of the department) have it was fcarcely

ha7  '" 'I1 T  e x S f  that the Company’s fcrvants would facrifice their whole time to the difeharge 
reafonable to expect that the v o m p  • miirht intervene, and call their attention from
„ f  their duty ,  private b „ “ >r f l f c S K f t  S S %  W rih ce  , and rf .buy cun. 
that duty to which they did n ot_ , , , thev did not think that more was cxpe&ed
duClal themfelves as well as their. f  ^  return to their native country
o f them. T h e  ultimate view of all the C o m p a n y . l;kd  
and friends, after a reafonable length o f fervice a*id if  the r e t ^ ^  “  f . feek out fof 0{her

E .
rvmtrollino Member would have abundance o f  time to attend to this duty; for, as the

»■ ». i *  »?•“ bc "bk “ E,vt “ p * ° h  *” '°  ”
every day o f the week, i f  fo much were neceflary.

A s  there n  hure > latitude given to the fuperint.ndents to m afc the 
to local circumflanccs) that, tile meduun propofc^ ^  S  T h a t Pit is p r o | r  and

trouble m realizing the revenue.
vjr *

Remaining K ifts o f the Behar Settlement for the prefent Behar Y ear, 1192.
p  f  | ..................................................................... 6,64,947 11 1
®yfock -  - .  6,26,8-16 n  16 2

& ■- - '■ - sgss - n
s s r *  ........................................ 8 * * 1

Sicca rupees 27,67,705 14 1 1
f / 1 . ' •—  ............. — ■
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L I S T  o f P R O P O S E D  S U P E R I N T E N D E N T S .

1. Chittagong, - - - - - *  Mr. Irwin 6,76,197 12 2 2

2. Sircar Rotas, - - - - - Mr. Law - - 9,57,361 7 3 —
i

3. Sircar Sawrien, Mr. Groeune - - 13,12,721: 4 t 1

4. Patna, Mr. Brooke - - £0,42,438 8 15 —<
\

5. Nuddeea, * Mr. Redfearn - - 10,27,42.7 3 2 1

6. Sirkar Firkool, - - - - -  Mr. Grand - ■ * 7,01,234 4 3 —*

7. Purnea, - - - - - -  Mr. Heatly - - 10,00,479 4  4  —

8. Rajefboy, - - - - - -  Mr. Dallas - - 24,00,000. — —.

9. Sylhet, - - - - - -  Mr- Lindfay - - 2,33,824 5 —  —-

10. Part of Behaty Mr, Rathurft - - 4,60,008 15 —  —

11. Silberries, - - - - -  Mr. Champion - - 2,87,673 10 9 1

12. Dinagepore, - - - - - Vacant - - 14,60,444 12 12 2

13. Burdwan, - - - - -  ------— - - 43,58,026 15 —' —

14. Beerbhooin, - - —-——  - - 6,11,321 7 16 —

15. B iiT enpore,.................................  .......—  - - 3,86,707 u  17 ~

t6. Salt Diftricts, » * Mr, Vanfittart - - 12,56,696 i -; 2 —

17. Khordia Mohuls, - - - - Mr. Wilkins - - 3,14,774 5 19 —»

18. Boglepore, ~t
Mongheer, ( - Mr. Chapman - 5,47,600 13 iq
Raejmehal, J

19. Ram Ghurr, |
Patcheat, J- Mr. Cumming - 1,61,216 II 9 ?
Jekla, j

20. Twenty-four Pergunahs 1 , , -
and Putted Abaud, i  “ * Mr. Touchet - 9,55,872 8 18 2

21. Midnapore Coffijorah n
14 Annas, Ditto 2 Annas, [

Midnapore Proper, ( - ,  _ _ „
Mynachoura, f  ^ r* Ettarcc - • 8,89,941 14 6 —
Narajoie,
Jallafore, j

22. Houghly, -j
Sukanpore, I ' . • > ' *
Mahamudnmyporc, j
Hogla, f  * ~  —  5>54,o 53 n  «  3
CoSora, j
Serferagepore, J

23 Moorlhedabacf,
( €  ’)  " ’ ’ 1
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Moorfhedabacl,
Radabullubpore,
Ccfkarpore,
Coolberria,
Burbazoo,
Roypore M egna,
Afludnagore,
Muftuddah, > —  — • M r. Fenw ick ~ -  8,92,099 14  17 r
jehangeerpore,
Rajebarry,
Radabullubpore,

: Shazadpore, .
D itto,
Khirgong,
Cantoonagore, J

14 . Mahamod Shoy,

Beldanger, ■ . 1 „ . . .  , , :
Gopeenautpore, '  '  w f- 5 * $>S5»C93  2 1 5 1
M  oh unpore,
Sootfeyka,
Belgachy,
TZaihenpore, xo Annas, I • •*w 8 R
D o.  ̂ 6 Do. j

• - - M- M« -  '  M 3.<06 9  - ,

$6. D acca, -  « M r. D ay  » -  14,59,385 14  18 3

9.7. Ditto, - -  *  ~— • •* -  8 ,5 1,5c 0 7 5 2

28. D itto , » * « -  — —  -  -  8,51,500 7 5 2

'29. T o w n  Calcutta, * •  -  M r. Scton .  « 1,09,969 1 6 —

G rofs J u m m ao f 1x91 -  Rupees - 2,75,59,000 5 6 —
»  w- T ' *• 1 •••■ -  -  ,
V ' . ------ — -— —

T h e Governor General requefts to have a copy o f M r. Stuart’s plan, which he has only Curforily 
perufed, and he will .deliver his opinion on it at the next meeting of the Board.

Agreed, T h a t a copy o f M r. Stewart’s plan be furnifhed the Governor General accordingly.

M r. Stables moves, T h a t the Committee o f  Revenue be impowered to authorise the collectors, 
who are already eftablifhed, and not recalled by the late resolutions o f the Board, to make the 
fettkment o f  the prefent year, according to the Honourable Company’s orders, and the 39th article 
o f  the a ft o f  the twenty-fourth o f his prefent M ajefty, rdpefting the rights o f  the Zemindars and 
other landholders.

■ M t. Stables adds, T h a t he will give his Opinion refpefting the other part o f  the collcftions 
mentioned in M r. Stuart’s plan.

T h e  Governor General obferves, T h a t the fooner the fettlement for the new year, or even any 
part o f it, is made, the b etter; he therefore agrees, that the Committee o f Revenue be imme
diately authorized to impower the eftablifhed collectors to make the fettlement o f their refpec- 
tive colleftorlhips; nnd propofes, that an early day be fixed for making the fettlement of the 
Huzzoory Mahals.

T h e  Board agree to M r. Stables motion,
5 E X T R A C T
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E X T R A C T  of B E N G A L  R E V E N U E  C O N S U L T A T IO N S , 18th May 1785.

T  H E P ° r n? r- 9 ener,:!! de,ircr* into the Roard the following minute, and paper accompanying,
, on the plan for the coHeSion of the revenue, recorded at &  laft meeting j and mov.s, That 

they he immediately circulated for the opinions of the Members of the Board.

Governor General,

I have confidored fully, and with the moil liberal attention, the new M em  which M r. Stuart 
has propofed for the collection and controul of the revenues, and which has been recorded on our 
l.dt coidultations in this department. It would be a real fatisfadtion to me, to concur with Mr.
Stuart in the proportions which he wiihes the Board to adopt: a readinefs to co-operate with mv 
colleagues in every improvement which they may fuggeft in the general conduft or detail of public 
affairs, is, in my opinion, as deiirable a claim to approbation in my prefent fituation, as the credit of 
introducing new plans. _ I he obie£t before us, as members of this Government, is no Iris great, 
than the merit of attaining it mult be an equal credit to us all. That objcfl is, in the h'rft view of 
it, the immediate relief of the public diftrefs, founded upon a permanency of M em  in the great poli
tical une of oui management. 1 he reduction of our expences to the lowed itandard of fafety, is the 
next confideration : and the improvement of our revenues, on afyffem of permanent production, with 
g fe ^ c m v e w e n c e  to the natives, is certainly a principal part of our public object ; it might juftly 
r h P f l i V t !  primary duty of this Government; m this light I have always conftdered i t ; Indfrom  
tne tuni became a mcmber of the Government, I have endeavoured to inform myfelf fully and mi-

S i m t S e !  i f ’F n / v  Ae rT T e- :J  bave ,ooked» as far as our rccorJs could direfi me, to the differ-1.t modes of collecting, and adminiftering the revenues; and I have attended particularly to the

¥ h e  difcuffon^hfohTr r T nUe fyitun haS occaf,on%  undergone from the period of the Dcwanny.
Mr" °° k u -CC> thls "nportant concern, between the late Governor General and
ent a n l S S  M ?  m°11 u.lt*reft,ng jmd enlightened part o f our records r they patronized differ- 
ab lidet r f c  1 f t ,  T a ni  thc™’ rcfpeaively, not only with their own extraordinary 
cm S d  llv fh fffo n  ° f  h Lbe mfon™ twn fro'n the moil experienced fervants that ever were 

r i y/ n -he revenfuc hJne* 1 rom fomc of thefe fervants I obtained memorials,
t^ b n ft nkns f  J T r  ^ f ? 6 ,’  founded uPon lonS and real experience, and fuggeftlng to me,

i t  plans foi realizing a full and permanent revenue from chefe provinces; making the fecuritv
o f theTmrd1 fundam,ental Principal of the collection. I fhall, with foe permiffiou
which L s  b i n  i t  mv , I r m 7 reCOrd’ m thu'S Puacz’ ° nc o f  the memorials to which 1 allude, and 5 P0^ ? 0rT aS aPPears by the fuperfeription upon if, from the iath January

78 received it from Mr. Shore, who prriided fo long at the head of the Committee of Reve-

X t ! a t i ^ i T ™ i r Wlthw at hT V  r ’ hindclf: the univerfal tedimony which the voice of 
v i ; r c  p v d a? C bao u n of thlS Government, and the fuperior eftcem of his follow fer- 
watintiled fo h!sT  °l ^ r ' ^ ° re’ rC’ldcrS h unnece{l'ary for me to add the praife to which he 
^ c h  r i i ° m t  i ?  f dSe and i" T ' ty u?- ri,C admi‘liftration of the revenue. As the memorial 
7  - a *if ,,  , not meant for the public eye, but to give me a clear view of the fubieCt to
foi ward the public advantage, the truths which he has dated appear in their naked fimolicity and

i S e y Dro3 l T o f eth>r?-1lle in]PrKeiTl° n than d,efs or arrangement could give them. In conf.der- 
cnt ve foe e h r ^ i  ’^ i  ’ ^  ^  rev1C!1,ue to be ^feCted from them, he has been equally at- 

S w e  whkh hi n w  ‘ lie people, and them peculiar difpofitions and cuftoms. I am afraid the 
1 ' T b .cb he draws, and the low ebb at which he dates the popular virtues of foe Benvallvs

m e n T  i f f o T v i X o f ' f o ' '' f t "  ^  fh° uld n<5t dhfco“rage ti,e Juftice or the « «  of Govern! 
he i i c f s  are nnr th ? ! a  «  a mtion or as tribes of men, are of an inferior dandard,

w  rh forir ^ f  - h, 4 dangerous to the peace or order of fociety; the more we are acquainted
ufefri i d  •t? l m0re U- beC°™ 'S incumbent uP°n us to endeavour to make them
laws let u S  v n n i  J i are -ncapanie of meriting and enjoying the freedom of Britifli
T h e o r L i e f s ^ w h T J h T *  r"  the ha^ u,efs ,and fecurity of ^ i r  own inftitut.ons unviolated.
^ i  hPT h ™  air y,r° r  ,fcrVantS h:U;e made ,n learning their language, and the reflation s 
niiriidruion nf rS - r d t f u  ^  t0̂ ;har Wlth the hghts whkh we profefo relative to the ad- 
dom nio over thefo n°rmCr Mah° " 'e‘an rukr3’ .°P“  us a clear profped for accommodating our 
it m y be Z d  with I t ? / '  haPPmcf|  the, PeoPI<;' * «  courfe of a few years, I trad,
India^ in h,u that the nf lves of Beng d are the bappied fob,efts of any great date in
r i  in 1 inore ri !T  v  rmadc ^PP^’ k  is t0 be hoPedi ^ a t  their virtues as people, will ap-
wnuia v  i $ g I# t* ft was M r- Shore’s opinion, that much of their fecurity and quiet
T h o th f a g r e e 1 K n3 ?Xs?h’Z ™  the C.olleta °r and magk k ate in one deputation of authority.

gr . g -ncrally with M r. bhore in this opinion, and though M r. Stuart’s Dronofirion of
m i h  d o t b t ^ m f o i i  di'hi£tr T h th? ^ e ^ o rfo ip , is founded upon the fame belief, I very 
checked a nowei l ! ^  f“ ffic‘endr advanced to vifque the confequences of veding fo un- 
e d a S m e n tT  ofgn̂  "  the bands ot,.?ur fervants’ The hiditution of the audauluts, or feparate 
it S g? * t r ° T r f°  its authore ’ and I freely confefs  ̂ that

VoLyi l g ’ d aftlJr witneiling the fuccefs of progreffive experiments, that I can for my
R /'4 sT ‘ own
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own part, con lent to the abolition of the audauluts, or the transfer o f  that feparate jurifdi£Uou to the 
fame hands which poffels the power o f the cohesions. Here I am forry to be obliged to differ with 
M r. Stuart in a leading principle o f his fyftem ; in other points, where M r. Stuart’s plan corre- 
fponds in fame meafore with the doffrine laid down by M r, Shore, I  am prevented from giving my 
concurrence on the ground of general canfiderations.

W hen I fucceeded in February laft to the charge o f  my prefent office, I laid it down as a general 
and ncceflary principle, to avoid innovation in the fyftem o f Government, to endeavour to conduit 
the public affairs, in the train in which they had devolved upon me, rectifying, at the fame time, fuch 
abides as could be remedied without any violence to eftablifhed arrangements j and it was only in 
the abolition o f unnoceftary expenses, and the reduction o f ufclefs offices, that I ventured to propofe 
alterations, or to introduce new meufures, without ftrft fubmitrmg them to the approbation o f  the 
Company. Many were my real©ns tor preferibing to myfeff this line o f conduit, and I  communi
cated them freely and candidly to the Board.— Every change o f fyftem in Government, and eipeci- 
ally in to important a fource o f its «xiAence as that o f its revenue, is, in my opinion, to be avoided, 
excepting in extraordinary cafes : to attempt fuch a change, the Government itfelf ought to be 
permanent, the advantages o f the change to be certain, great, and demcuiftrable j nor fhould it k  
attempted, but with a previous finetion and fall approbation of the power which alone can give it per- 
rnancy as a regulation. T h e  inconvcnieneles and even evils o f  exifting fyftems are always obvious, 
and may be eafily expofed; the advantages o f.a n y  fyftem are never denvmftrable, but from experi
ence : disadvantages may wife where they sire leaft apprehended j and the moft perfeit ioftitution* 
oi legiflation and policy are often found defective from the inexperience and rotation of agents.

W hen it was firft fuggefted at the Board to change the prefent fyftem o f collefting the revenues,
I moved, T h at an official account fhould lx; laid before us, of the colle&ions o f thefe provinces 
for feveral yews bade, dating the grof's jummah or fettlement o f each year, the charges cdUe&itm,
■ he nett revenue radioed, and, the balance remaining uncollcfted. T h a t account, from the year 
177 2 -3  to the year 1783-4, now lies upon the table ; and I beg leave to fubjoin it to this minute, 
wich the explanations which accompany it. By that account" it appears demonftrably, that the 
m o u n t  o f the grofs collections fince the ioftitution of the colle&ions at the Preftdency under the 
committee o f  revenue, has been annually greater by feveral lacks than the colle& ion‘of any .year 
preceding the inftiuition o f  the Committee, f t  is true, the balances have beenlikewife more cotv- 
f  ierable; but the balance remaining uncoUofted at the end o f the prefent year is the leaft Time the 
Inftitution o f the Committee. T h e  balance o f the towjee account for Cheyte ciofed this year on 
the 31th M ay, is 11,54,000 rupees, which it, by two lacks o f rupees, left than the fame account 
war Ian year, though not elded till the math o f ‘June -1764, and near fix lacks o f  rupees dels than 
the preceding year 1783, dotin g aife on the 16th Jun e: this is a-ftrong proof o f  the progreffive im
provement;- o f the Committee’ s fyftem, and a ftrong argument againft innovation. ' It is  true, the 
account intituled, Charges o f Collection, lias been greater fince the institution o f the Committee 
than it was formerly; it has riten gradually fince 1772-3, from 41,56,000 to 71,29,000 in 1 7 8 3 -4 s 
hut: when the particulars o f which thefe charges are compofed, are difplayed under their different 
heads, as in the account A . fabjoined.to this minute, it will appear that the increafe might more 
properly be called the encreafmg expences of Government, than the encreafed expences o f the col- 
ledMon of the revenue. It fhould likewiie be remembered, that in confcquence o f injunctions to the 
Committee at the commencement o f .our reforms in January Sail, they prbfented to us aredu&ion of 
expence in their department, to the amount o f eight lacks o f rupees per annum ; apd one o f the 
principal fources o f rufctdion in our op en ces, which has been held forth to the Company in  our 
late letters from the fecrct department o f infpection and redukion, has proceeded from the propofed 
abolition of colk& orfhips; the reverfe of the fyftem which is now prefented for our adoption.

I am at the fame time free to avow a predile&ion to the fyftem of colleftorihips, of about eight 
or ton lacks c a d i; add I  would wifh to-fee every diftria o f the Company’s poilcffions, under the 
fciperia tender ice of Company’s covenanted feresnts, converfant in the language and .manners o f  the 
natives, and capable o f  eolle&ing, without the intervention o f  a native agent or deputy, a fixed 
revenue for the Company, paid and colfefted by monthly mftalments, with cafe to the ryot, and 
without a balance remaining unpaid o f the ju ft dues o f Government.— I could likewife wifh to fee 
the Committee-of Revenue acting as a Comm ittee o f  Controu! ov'er fuch coUedtorihips throughout 
all the provinces, and diverted o f every interference in the colle&ion and management o f  the 
revenue, but: that which might be .ncceflary in keeping the collectors to their duty, checking their 
accounts, and 1 seeking; the appeals o f 4 m Zemindars and Ryots ; and 1 fooufd be particularly 
happy to fee the Committee an a capacity to execute -thefe important-duties, independent o f  the 
general agency and improper authority of a Native Dewan, or .in plain £ng!ifh, a Native Chancellor 
o f  Exchequer. But thefe are .improvements and advantages in our revenue fyftem, which I am 
trot fatigufttu enough to look ..for from any fudden or abrupt changes ; they may be hoped for in the 
■ proga-is of a iogular, concerted, and deliberate chain of meafur.es. Whenever .the period may 
imrive, when the adirnniftratran here and that at home fhall unitedly refolve to begin upon fuch a 
plan far conducting the revenues ot this country, it will be found that manv preparatory axrarigexnents 
are neccfiary to  its introduftion-with Jafety, and unftiring fuccefs.

{4,%  I*
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It is to feefiuppafed that the Company will, in confequence o f the late A &  o f Parliament, and the 

directions prefcribed to them m that Act, fend us particular inftnftlions on the fubjeft: o f clip revenues, 
by their firft clifpatcht . A s we are in daily expectation -of -fiich difpatches,, ana as fo much of the 
prefect yfi:u  has already dapfcd, I chink we Miouhf, .without further Ids o f  nine, or difepffion of Ids 
important points, k>ftru.ft the Committee o f Revenue to make the fetrienieqts o f the Huzstoory 
DiftrRfs, or revenues cohered at the Ptedidency for the prefect year, in the fpirit o f the C o  npamr’s 
orders, and according to the obvious intention o f thole claufes in the A i l  o f Parliament which 
provide for the intereif o f the Zemindars and Ryots.— W c  fhould, at the fame time, tranfmit to the 
Committee, M r. Stuart’s plan, together with M r. Shore's memorial, informing them, that wc 
have it in contemplation to introduce the general fyftem recommended in both, whenever it can ho 
brought forward without the dangers and difficulties incident to a hidden change o f fyftem, pud 
without claihing with inftrjftftipns which may be foon expected from home. Should the majority o f 
the Board differ with me in the prefent opinion, and not accede to it as my proportion ; fhould they, 
on the contrary, have fuch an impeeifion of the defejfts o f the prefent fyftem, or o f the mifmanager 
ment o f it in any particular department or agent, as to dunk the int-rodudtion o f  a new fyftem, c o f 
M r. Stuart’s plan in particular, immediately neceffary; I hope they will devote their particular 
attention to the charge of the plan on which they may be pleated to refoive ; though it cannot meet 
my approbation, it will certainly receive .my utmoft fupport. I  cannot, at the fame time, be equally 
lefponfible for the iflue at the end o f the enfuing year.— M r. Cowper, the afting Prefujent o f .the 
Committee, in whole abilities, activity, and integrity, I repofc the moft perfect cbnfidertcfe, affined 
roe, on the 29th o f Jaft month, that o f the H uzzory Mahis or cofie&ions made at the Khajfa, there 
would be little or .no balance this year, if  the Committee were fully fupported in realizing them. I ant 
convinced the other members o f the Committee will exert themfelves full}' to difeharge their duty, 
and do credit to the adminiftration : and I beg leave to obferve to the Board, that there is hardly *hy 
medium, between the moft ample power and real refponfibility, in a truft.fuch as that, which we havp 
delegated tp the Comnjfttee o f  Revenue.-r-The monthly rotation o f the Controul, which M r. Stuart

E
opofes for a Member of Council to execute, by fitting in the KhaWa as Comptroller o f the Coir 
ftions, would, I fear, ftrve only to weaken the efficient authority o f  the Committee, without in
troducing a more powerful chuck. T h e  Controul muft be permanent in one authority to be either 
efficient or refponfible, and it requires the undivided attention of anyone officer o f Goyernment.

But upon what days o f the week could this controul be exercifed by any o f the Members of G overn
ment individually?— there being public councils, at which the prefence o f all tie Members is 
neceflary, except on Saturdays and Sundays.

( Signedj J. M ‘P H E R S Q N ,

R E M A R K S  on the Mode ofadmiififtering Juftice to the .Natives in Bengal, ,apd pp  tfip Cdleqfio.n
o f the Revenues.

M r. Shore,
(ft. T H E  Company are in pofTeffion o f a very extenfive territori.il jurifdi<fti<?n in Bengal, 

equally fertile, populous, and advantageous t.o the Britifh nation, for the fam e jetyrp s it makes 
in revenues and manufactures.

It becomes a queftion, W hat fyftem or Government can be beft adopted for the rmpiaggtpf n{ y f 
this territory ? T h is  cannot be anfvered till feveral leading faffs have been ascertained,

Bengal is inhabited by various fefls, aroongft which that o f  the Hindoos qjay be eftimated to make 
up eight tenths o f the population : they are the aborigines o f  the country, and by natyry apd religion 
are peaceable nd inorfenfive.

Their national character is the compound o f their characters as individuals : anobftinate attach
ment to all their cuftorns and prejudices, whether fuperftitious, ceremonious, or traditional, m ay be 
deemed a general charadteriiiic o f  the Hindoos.

T h eir manners partake of the nature o f the Government under which they ever lived: as this hqs 
been arbitrary or defpotic, the natives are timid and fervile. A s individuals, they are infolent to 
their inferiors; to their fuperiors, generally ipeaking, fubmiifive; though they are to them alfo 
guilty of infolenee, where they can be fo with impunity.

Speculation they feldom indulge in any tranfaffions ; the prefent hour js syhat fjw y aljme look to 
the advantage of, which they will not forego for greater prpipetts, i f  .remote. T h ey  are aj littje 
moved by curio.fity,

, Individuals

♦



n

(fiT
[ 68 j

Individuals have little fenfe of honour; and the nation is wholly void o f public virtue T h e y  
make not the leaft fcrupJe o f lying, where falfehood is attended with advantage; yet both Hin
doos and Mahomedans continually fpeak o f  their credit and reputation, by which they mean 
little more than the appearance they make to the world. O f  the two 'the latter are more 
tenacious o f , this ; the fame man that w ill fubmit to the greateft indignities exercifed upon 
him in private, will be clamorous at an affront put upon him before his fervants or the 
public.

Cunning,and artifice is wifdom with them : to deceive and over-reach is to acquire the character 
of a wife man.

_  T h e  greateft difgrace they can fuffer is to lofe their caft, or, as we fay, to be excommunicated.
J his pumlhment is inflicted for the breach o f the injunctions o f their religion; or, what is the 

feme, o f the ordinances o f  their priefts. T o  lie, Heal, plunder, ravifh, or murder, are not deemed 
jufficient crimes to merit expulfion from fociety.

W ith  a Hindoo, all is centered in h im fd f; his own intereft is his guide; ambition is a fecon- 
mry quality with him ; and the love of money is the fotirce o f  this paifioiK

. T h e advantage they derive over Europeans, is bv pra&ifing thofe arts o f  ineannefs which an 
European detelts. A  man muff be long acquainted with them, before he can believe them ca- 

 ̂ tnat barefaced htlfehood, fervile adulation, and deliberate deception, which they daily

T o  our Government they have little attachment; yet it is certain that, in genera], property has 
been more feeure, and individuals lefs opprefled, than under the defpotifrn o f their Nabobs. I af- 
feit tins with ail the confidence conviction infpires. I believe them to be as much attached to the 
Engliih Government as they would be to any other; but if  another dominion could eftablifh it- 
felf, they would embrace it with indifference. T h e reafon o f this m ull be fought for in the con
flu e n ce s  o f a defpotic authority; and by tracing them, the characters o f  the natives will be ea- 
%  developed and underftood; in them will be feen the fource o f • timidity., adulation, and 
.deceit, which prevail.

it is very obvipus, that within the laft ten or twelve years, a confiderable alteration has taken 
put c ia the manners ot the people. I his alteration is the natural confequence o f a greater tie- 
gree o f intimacy with Europeans, than they formerly were admitted to. Thofe parts o f  our cha- 
radler, which firft drew their attention, were bravery, clemency, and good faith. T h e y  have fince 
found that we are not wholly ddlitute o f weakneffes and vices ; and that Europeans, like all others, 
are open to temptation : the refpcift they entertained for us as individuals, or.as a nation, is dimi- 
iiimed ; and they now confuler themfelves upon a more equal footing.

1 he introduction of the Supreme Court o f Judicature has largely contributed to the elevation 
o f the natives, and to the tlepreftfon o f Europeans. T h is  fyftem, which was meant for the relief 
ofthe natives, has, in Very few relpfe&s, anfwered that objedl; in many instances it has been 
<t heavy" gfie rapee to them ; and the natives themfelves have found out the art o f  making the 
powers o f the Court the means and instrument of forwarding their own views of intereft and op- 
preffion, o f eluding the power o f the Government, and o f weakening its authority, by engaging the 
two tribunals in Cornells with each other. ' J "

It is in vain that we fearch for men o f enlightened underftanding, deep reafoning, and refteaion, 
.amongll the natives. 'I "he education o f the Hindoos is confined to their being taught their own lan
guage . the Mahomedans are little better inftnufted; the acquifition o f a few  moral or political 
maxims, which in practice they ncgledt, is all they know of the art o f G overnm ent; i f  exceptions 
can be found, they are very rare. , ,  *

Such are the inhabitants o f Bengal, over whom the European jurifdiaion is eftabli/hed: pru
dence may, no doubt, render it permanent, but prudence and policy alone can effect th is; for on a 

; companfon of their numbers with ourftlves, it mult be evident to all, that the power by which we 
rule is lefs real than ideal. 1

T h e  grand objeft o f  our Government in this country, fliould be to conciliate the minds of 
the natives: this may be effected by allowing them the free enjoyment of all their prejudices,

. and by tiring to them their rights and property : the form of it fliould, I think, be delpo-
retained in thole habits of hihmiffion which are natural and 

fk inihar to them ; to this they w ill make no objection, whilft they are treated .with humanity -and
I UlMvt»
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Between the Head Tribunal o f Government and its fubje&s, I would prefefve a great and re- 

fpetlable diflance ; nor fuffer the perfons'of the Members o f  the State to be treated ’with a fami
liarity which induces contempt.

In fait, the Supreme Council in Bengal fhould be a Council, a com ptrol’ merely to fupcrinteisd 
tire conduct o f all the other departments o f the flate, and oblige them to do their duty. A s a G o 
vernment, or as individuals, they ihould not interfere in the executive duties o f  fubordinate flatt
ens ; but be attentive only to corredl their errors, reform their abufes, or piinifh their ihjuftice ; 
they fhould preferibe rules o f conduit, and leave the execution o f them to others.

Theii bufinefs upon this fcale would be limited, fimple, and eafy i but where the Members of 
the State, or the colleilive body of it, attend to ail applications, interfere in all appointments, and 
undertake bufinefs o f a trifling nature, they can neither a il  with propriety as an office o f  conip - 
trol, nor as an office o f difpatch, whilft they leave it in the power of the lovvcfl to judge of their 
capacities and intentions.

Upon this principle, all the fubordinate offices o f Government fhould alfb be formed.: the grada
tion from the firft to the lafl fhould be eafy and connected ; and all bufinefs in its. progrels fhould ob- 
ferve thefe g radations : and we mull be careful not to fuffer the exiftence o f two authorities that clafli 
with tlie operations, and countered! the influence o f each other.

Thefe are the general outlines ; in the application of them we are to confider the three great de
partments o f  the Government, viz. T h e  adminiflration o f juftice, the management o f the revenues, 
and the commercial interefh— T h e  political department relates to other cbjedls, fo wide and exten- 
five, that it mu ft be confidcred feparately.

Se veral fyflems have been adopted for the management o f the revenues, and the adminiflration of 
juftice j at one period they have been united, at another they have been feparated.

T ill the year r/70, the revenues, with a few partial exceptions, were under the controu! o f the 
natives; but it was then deemed more advantageous to the Company to employ the* 1 fervahts.
In confequence o f this determination, Europeans were appointed as fuperyifors, and the comptrol 
o f the diftridts, in. matters o f revenue, as well as in what related to the adminiflration of juftice, was 
veiled in them.

T w o  Councils o f Comptrol were eftablifhed ; one at Moorfhedabad, and one at Patna ; to thefe 
the colledlors were fubordinate, and adted under their orders and authority.

Thefe Councils were, in their turn, fubordinate to the Council at the Prefidcncy, compofed of the 
Members o f the Government themfelves.

» *
T h e Khalfa, or Head Revenue Court o f the country, was at that period fixed at Moorfhedabad;' 

but it was thought proper to remove it to Calcutta, and the Council at Fort W illiam took upon 
themfelves the immediate diredlion and comptrol o f the collectors; in confequence o f which the two 
Councils at Moorfhedabad and Patna were abolifhed.

In 1774 the colledlors were recalled, and the diftridts were formed into divifions, and a Provincial 
Council o f Revenue appointed for each ; their Rations %were at Calcutta, Burdwan, Patna, Dacca, 
Moorfhedabad, and Dinagepore. T h e  adminiflration o f civil juftice was vefled in the Council at 
large, but held in rotation by one of the Members.

In 1780 the adminiflration o f juftice was feparated from the comptrol over the revenues, and 
veiled in persons neither connedted with the Revenue department, nor fubordinate to it.

In 1781 the plan was extended, and the number o f the courts o f adawlutr encreafed; and in 
the beginning of the lame year the prefant fyftem for the management o f the revenues took 
place.

T o  all thefe plans, excepting the firft, very folid objections may be made. In propofing the fyflem, 
which appears to me the fimplefl and the bell, I fhall give attention to them.

T h e  following are the outlines o f the plan :

I ft. T h at in the two departments o f the adminiflration of juftice in civil cafes, and the 
management and comptrol of the revenues, the fervants o f  the Company fhould be employed;

ad. 1  hat the duties o f thefe two departments be veiled in the fame perfons. 
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appointed to the different diftrifls.

Article iff.

... After the chara&er which has been drawn of the natives, it is needlefs to acid, that I  think them 
ill calculated for thefe important fritjp; I might appeal to die experience of every European, who 
iu\s had opportunities 01 teeing the natives in office, in iupport o f my opinion-

l lie general fyftem of affairs in Bengal is now wholly different from what, it was ten years 
ago : the fcale o f connections and interefts is greatly 'extended, and Englifh forms of doliev 
and law are introduced. I  he natives no longer look up to one of their own country and fed

and' ' IditnneeemG ***** bttt ^  Ruropcans J uor can the>’ aft> as formerly, without our advice

7t is the part of a* wife Government to provide againft all contingencies: we ought not therefore 
to rc^  upon the peaceable difpofition o f the natives, or on a fuppofed attachment to us 5 but ef- 
tabltlh inch a comptro! in all parts of the country, that, in cafe o f a foreign invafion by an Euro
pean power, or o f the inroads o f an Eaftern enemy, or the event o f  rebellion in any o f our provin
ces, the payment of the revenues may not be fufpenJed, illicit correspondence o f  dangerous confede- 
rucies may be checked* and the contagion of rebellion Rifled.

That the fcrvants o f the Company are qualified for the talk I propofe to  allot to them, I  mav 
venture to pronounce. T h e  c&lledtion of the revenues is in itfelf fimple; and if it is now attended 
with particular embamiflments, they anfe from the fyftem which has been eftabliflied, or from 
0  ̂accidental, caufes. Common fenfe, _a competent knowledge o f the language, application,
nnd jedituce of intention, are all the qualities required either for this or in the diftribution o f

abufr *of authority* ° f ' COmptrollinS Power t0 retain every man in his duty, and prevent the

A n  Enghfliman cannot depend to thofe little pradHces o f oppreffion or extortion fo familiar to  
the natives 5 his mind revolts at the idea o f them : and admitting even that feme are, by habit 
connections, or necelhty, become depraved, there is, after all, in every breaft a fenfe o f  honour and 
v.utuc that recoils from the low vicious arts o f a native o f  Bengal.

In reycrti.no to the period when this fyftem was eftabliflied, I cannot recoiled! any obiedtions 
againft ft; feme might be drawn from the perfonai characters o f the individuals employed; but 
mole can no more be urged againft the plan itfelf, than the vices o f the priefts can be adduced to 
prove the C hriftian religion wrong. I f  a Government will fuffer crimes and vices to go unounUh- 
ed, no lyllem can be adopted that will anfwer any good purpofe,

Article 2d.

People long accu.ftomcd to a defpotic authority, fhould only look to one naafter, It is impoffiblc 
to draw a line between tile revenue and judicial departments, in fuch .a manner as to prevent their 
claihingj and in this cafe, either the revenues muff fuffer, or the adrniniftratiori o f  juftice be fuf- 
j>ended. .1 he pn lent regulations define the objects o f the two feveral jurifdiaions with dearnel's 
. precilion ; yet they continually clafli in practice : complaints are fo blended, that it is often 
impofliWe to determine* to wnich tribunal they belong; and that there has not been more con- 
fution than has actually happened, h  owing to the dUcrcdon o f thofe who have been entrufted with 
the adnumftration o f juftice.

if may be pofflble in tile courfe o f  time, to induce the natives to pay their rents with rejmla- 
n  ty, am! Without compulfion, but this is not the cafe at prefent. I f  any force is offered, a com
plaint is made in a court of juftice, and whether true or falfe, a temporary protection is given to 
the complainant, who is releafed from the demands upon him : to realise' diem afteiwards is no 
eafy matter.

In all demands for revenues, or in fummonfes to caufe the attendance o f parties at the Adawluts 
t: cons are employed, and very often die Peons o f the tw o tribunals meet at the houfe of the fame 
man, where the property o f Jus perfon is contefted, and he is obliged to pay both parties,

... *n diftndts, fuch as Boglepore, & c. where the tw o jurife!idtions are veiled in the fame per- 
oii, theiv inconveniences.do nq| anfe;: the duties o f the two departments, though united in the 

fame perfon, are fepnrated m practice ; and this may ItilJ be done.

I f
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I f  the prcfent.fyftcm ftotdd continue, it will be necelkry to fecure the regulations ior the aJini- 
niftration of ju ftice: in general they are very proper, but feme few alterations will be needier/, 
and to reduce them to the underftandings o f the people, they require to be Amplified.

It has been the fate of this Government to form good regulationsvbut not to enforce them ; and 
this gave room to thefe objections, which were made againft the powers of the Courts of Revenue 
and Suffice being exercifed by the fame perfons; the error war not in the inftitution, but in the 
negledt o f duty.

I f  any fdid arguments can be urged on the other fide, ir is , that the bu finds o f either depart
ment will be found lufficient to ocdbpy the whole time and attention o f one mam It is certain 
he will not have much leifure j but I am convinced may neverthelels perform the duties oi pom 
offices to the fatisfa&ion of himfelf and his fuperiors, by a well regulated method and proper 
attention.

Article 3d. <

In the remarks on the firft article, one great advantage o f this fyftem has been pointed o u t; 
others are not wanting.

In the a&ual collection o f the revenues, nothing is more neceffary than to give immediate atten
tion to all complaints, which are preferred daily without number, and dilpatch them in a luminary 
manner. T h is cannot be done where the comptrol is remote.

In every-Pergunnah throughout Bengal, there are fome diftinft ulages which cannot be clearly 
known at a diftance ; yet in all complaints o f oppreffion or extortion, thefe m ud be known before a 
decilion can be pronounced. B ut to learn at Calcutta the particular cuftoms of a diftnet o f Rad- 
fliaby or Dacca, is almoft impoflible ; and confidering the channels through which an explanation 
m uftpafs, and through which the complaint is made, any colouring may be given to it, ana op
preffion and extortion, to die ruin o f a diftritl, may be practifed with impunity.

T h is is a. continual fource o f embarraffment to the Committee of Revenue in CaJcu ta. One 
object of their inftitution is, to bring the revenues without agency to tne Prefidency ; and ail local, 
comptrol is removed from over the renters who pay at Calcutta, or what is called huzzoory ; when 
complaints are made againft them, it is almoft impoflible to diferiminate truth from falfehood ; and 
to prevent a failure in the revenues, it is found neceffary in all doubtful cafes, to lupport t ie  far
mer ; a circumftance which may confirm the moft cruel afts o f oppreffion.

The real ftate o f any diftriCt cannot be known by the Committee ; a farmer or Zemindar may 
plead, that an inundation has ruined him, or that his country is a defart from warn of rain ; anau- 
meen is lent to examine the com plaint; he returns with an exaggerated account of ioi.es, proved ill 
volumes o f intricate accounts, which the Committee have no time to read, and for which the au- 
jnecn is well paid; poffibly, however, the whole account is M e . Suppofc no aumeen is employed, 
and the renter is held to the; tenor o f  his engagements, the lots, if  real, muft occafton his ruin, un- 
lefs his afieffment is very moderate indeed.

I may venture to pronounce, that the real ftate of the diftricts is now lefs known, and the reve
nues lefs underftood, than in 17 7 1. Since the natives have had the difpofal o f account -. fincc they 
have been introduced as agents, and trufted w ith authority, intricacy and confunon have taken place ; 
the records and accounts which have been compiled are numerous ; yet, when any particular ac
count is wanted, it cannot be found. It is the bufinefs o f  all, from the Ryott to the Dcwan, to 
conceal and deceive; the fimpleft matters o f fadl are defignedly covered with a veil, through which 

* no human ur.derftanding can penetrate. .

W ith  refpeft to the prefent Committee o f Revenue, it is morally impoflible for them to exe
cute the bufinefs they are entrufted w ith ; they are veiled with a general comptrol, and they have 
an executive authority, larger than ever was before given to any Board or body of m en; they may 
and muft get through the bufinefs, but to pretend to aflert that they really execute it, would be 
folly and falfehood.

T h e  grand object o f the natives is to acquire independent comptrol ; and for many years they 
have purfued this with wonderful art. T h e  farmers and Zemindars under the Committee profreute 
the fame plan, and have ready objections to any thing that has the leaft appearance 01 reltriffion , 
all comptrol removed, they can plunder as they pleafe.

T h e  Committee muft have a dewan, or executive officer, call him by what name you pleafe.
T h is man, in tail, has all the revenues paid at the Prefidency at his difpofal; and can, if he has 
any abilities, bring all the renters under contribution. It is little advantage to reftrain the C oin-
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Snittee thcmlelves from bribeiy or corruption, when their executive officer has the power of prac-* 
tifing both undetected.

T o  difplay the arts employed by a native on fuch occafions would fill a volume. He difeovers the 
fecrct reiources o f the Zemindars and Renters, their enemies and competitors ; and, by the engines 
o f  hope and fear mi fed upon thefc foundations, he can work them to his purpofes. T h e  Committee, 
with the bed: intentions, heft abilities, and fteadieft application, muft, after all, be a tool in the
hands o f their Dcwan.

T h is  would never be the cafe in the fyftem I propofe, as the Dewan would neither be the channel 
o f information, nor o f executing orders ; his bufmefs would be limited.

T h e  fame objections that -,e made againft: the prefent Committee o f  Revenue, may be applied 
to the fyftem of Provincial Councils ; it is fufticient to fay o f them, that the univftr&l- opinion, 
ftrengthened by experience, has pronounced the fyftem fundamentally wrong, and inapplicable to any 
good purpofes.

After all, the Government muft confider, that to make people do their duty, hope muft be held 
out as well as reward; or, in the words o f a gentleman, formerly a Member o f  the Supreme 
Council, “ N o Government will be ferved faithfully that does not reward its fervants liberally.”

'Phis is one great defeeft in the fyftem for the adminiftration of ju ftice; the pay o f the judges is 
equal only to their fubfiftence, and their prefent rank is the laft ftep o f the feale. Having no objeCl 
in this line, they have little inducement to exert themfelves in it, but are anxious to get removed to 
forne other where their profpecis are better.

Foujedary JurifdiCHon.— O f the Foujedary jurifdiClion nothing has yet been (aid. In this depart
ment, criminal juftice is adminiftered, and it is the only office left to the Nabob.

I do not fee any particular reafon for changing the fyftem itfelf, and perhaps it  would, on many 
account;., be improper ; but fomc regulations arc highly nece/fiuy.

Mahomed Reza Cawn is at the head of this department, and is the only perfon I  know in the 
country qualified for it. I f  he were left to hitnfelf, l  have not a doubt but he would conduct it w e ll; 
but hs is fo circumfcribed by recommendations o f particular perfons, and by the protection held out 
to his officers by Europeans, that, to my knowledge, he has not been able to puniffi them even when 
they have been convifted o f the greateft enormities ; and he has often on this account been blamed 
when his hands were tied up.

T h e  prefent Foujedarry fyftem, unlefs it has lately undergone great alterations from the Controul 
over the Foujedars veiled ir the judges o f the Adawlet, is a mere fyftem of rapine and plunder, 
and furnifbes another proof againft the leaving natives with uncontrolled power.

W h a t is particularly wanted is, to impofe checks and reftraints upon the Foujedarry officers, 
fcattered about the different diftrifts; and this might be clone confident with the plan I propofe, 
by lodging a controlling power with the colleftors over them. W ith  refpedl to the trial o f  
delinquents, that fhould be left with the natives alone; the trial is always lent to the N aib N azim , 
and muft be confirmed by him, and receive his fan&ion-^befere the fentence can be carried into 
execution.

1 do nor think it would be unbecoming the dignity or humanity o f this Government, to pro
cure fome alteration in' particular punifhrnents, which are a difgrace to humanity: I allude 
in particular to the cutting oft’ limbs, and impaling ; the yery mention of which makes nature 
fhudder.

A s  to the mode o f control!, it m ight be as follows: to fix the ftation of the head Foujedar o f a 
diftrieft at the fame place with the fuperintendent, and to oblige him to make a daily report of all the 
priToners under his charge j to order him to obey the orders of the collector for the feizure o f any 
delinquents, and if  the crimes of die prifoners merit trial, to make the Foujedar deliver them over 
without delay to the proper officers for that purpofe; to abolilh all fines whatever as punifliments; 
and to reduce the number o f petty Tannahs or Guards which are now  fcattered about the country.

T o  prevent an abufe which arifes from the pay o f  Peons employed by this Court, and which is 
made an article o f profit; a reftriclion might be laid upon the Foujedar, not to iflite fummonfes, but 

- under the fignature o f  the fuperintendent.

( w
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; was fermerly the dufy o f the Zemindars to preferve the peace within, their rdpcftive diilrifts,

and to apprehend all robbers and breakers of the peace : this cannot be done un iveiM y, but may 
ftill be adopted in particular diftridls; for inftancc, in Burdsvan.

It may now be proper to take a general review  o f the fyftem I propofe. T h e  adminiilfatiort 
o f jufb'ce, and collection o f the revenues o f the whole country, having been vetted in Company’s 
fervartts, appointed to the different diftricis, it will be neceiiary to eftabtifh a controui over them.

For this purpofe, a Council o f Control, fimilar to the prefent Committee o f Revenue, fhould 
be eftablifhed in Calcutta, with whom the coUe^tors fhould correfpond, and whole orders they are 
to obey. T o  them they are to fend their monthly aco tints o f their collections and difburfements, 
and remit the farmer to them.

T h is Council fhotdd be limply deliberative, nor have any office o f  colleSton itfc-lf' 1 would 
Pot allow them any judicial authority, except merely to refer complaints o f  any kind to the 
collectors.

T h e  prefent Court o f Appeal, under the name o f Sudder Dewanny Adawlet, may ftill continue 
with all its pow ers; to tins Court the collectors, in their judicial capacities, are to be fubject, and 
to make their returns to it, as at prefent.

T h e Supreme Council will ftill have a control over the whole * the Committee are to fend the 
monthly accounts to them, with their proceedings, as at prefent, with a general report upon the 
Rate of the bufmefs and conduct of the collectors.

Every ftibordinate office muft be poilefled o f full authority: the Committee muft not interfere in 
the duties o f the collector, who, within his jurifdicfion, fhould be eonlidered as defpotic.

T h e  Committee fhould not decide (prima facie) upon reprefentations from the natives* but fhould 
refer them to the collectors. I t  will be one part o f their duty to hear all complaints ugijnfl the 
colleftors, and call upon them to anlwer them. T h e Committee, in this cafe, muft he ordered to 
lay a flat® of their proceedings before the Supreme Council, who will pafs fueh a decifion upon 
them as they think proper. In the fame manner, the Supreme Council w ill exercife a control 
over both.

It is a very capital deleft in this Government, that no fyftem is permanent. Thofe among® 
the natives, who have influence,, are the firft to fuggeft changes, as they muft gain by them ; but 
this continual variation o f fyftem introduces diftruft and diffidence of the Government among!! all 
elaffes; it prevents all inclination to improvement, and makes every man anxious to gather the profits 
o f his hour, left a new change fhould deprive him o f them.

I f  the prefent fituation o f affairs were in any refpzft eligible, I fhould not propofe an alteration ; ‘
but I am convinced it is fundamentally bad; and that tilt fyftem now propefcd, admitting it to be 
incomplete, will in every reipeft be infinitely better. I  do not, however, wifti to lee it introduced, 
unlefa with a determination o f adhering to i t ; and if the Government will compel every man to do 
bis duty, by rewarding thofe who do execute it, and by difiniflmg thofe who are incapable or neg
ligent in the performance o f it, I  may venture to pronounce, that the fyftem itfeJf will anlwer every 
object intended by it.

In taking into confideration the management o f the revenues, k  is neccfSory at the fame time to 
confider the mode of fettlement.

It  may not be practicable, confideriiy the fettlement formed by the Committee o f  Revenue, to 
make any confiderable alteration during the prefent year; but a foundation fhould be laid, and the 
plan fketched out at full, and filled up afterwards, as crrctimftances admit.

ft may be pronounced, that upon the whole, the Zemindars, who have the greateft rights, are 
alfo the propereft perfons for the management o f the revenues o f their own diftridls: feme exceptions 
to this as a general rule w ill hereafter be pointed out,

I therefore propofe that the fettlement be made with the Zemindars themfelves, and that the amount 
o f the jumma be irrevocably fixed during the life-time o f the Zemindar.

I lie affefirnent fhould alfo be moderate, and in that cate the Zemindar fhould be compelled to pay 
it, taking upon himfelf all profits and Ioffes: if  the affeffment is excefiive, there will be either a 
neceffity to admit an abatement in cafe o f  lofs, or the lands muft be fold,

Voi. II. T  *75 The
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T h e former alternative is. the b e ll;  and m that cafe it might, be made a rule to fell a portion of 

the Zemindar)’ to make good arrears. I would even limit a day when this operation fhould take
place ; to the firft day o f the fecond month o f the new year.

T h e  exceptions again ft his rule arife from the incapacity o f the Zemindars, owing to fex or 
minority. Both the Zemindars o f Dinageporc and Burdv/an are minors, and wholly incapable at 
prefent o f managing the rents o f  their own dift r if t s ; in thefe cafes the following modes occur; 
either to appoint an officer on the part o f Government to take the management of thd rents, 01, to 
let the lands to farm.

In. the former cafe the perfon appointed is only anfwerable for what he aftually co lle fts; in die 
latter cafe, he is refponfible for a certain fum.

I f  proper perfons fhould be found for the truft, the former mode appears to me preferable 5 and 
it may be adopted when the Zemindar himfelf has any near relations capable o f the tru ft: the fear 
o f  diftniflion will be fome reftraint upon him.

T h e latter mode alfb has its 'advantages; but thefe depend alfo upon the choice of the perfons.
I  would .not abfolutely fix upon either, but adopt one Or the other as circumftanc.es indicate.

In whatever inftances a farmer is employed, it ought not to be for one year but fora  term ; as he 
ought not to be admitted without diffident reafon, ho ought not to be difpofleffed merely to make 
room for another perfon.

Every Zemindar has lands under the denomination of Bert, Bermooler, & c. which are rent free.
F o r the management of thefe lands, I would propofe that a perfon fhould be nominated by Govern
ment, where the diftrift is not left with the Zemindar himfelf.

Under every fituation, however, the Government mull take upon themfelves the care o f the 
Zemindar’s education during his minority: experience teaches, that this truft, when left at the 
diferetion of their relations, or a farmer,’ is never executed faithfully. T h e  confequcnce is, that 
the Zemindars are incapable o f  managing their lands at the time they are qualified by their age to 
undertake it.

I f  the Government fix the afleffment, they mud at the fame time fix their own expenses. It  was 
formerly remarked, that the habit o f  this Governm ent to encreafe its expences was enormous.
A  companion of the progrefs o f expence fince this remark was made, in the beginning o f 1776, 
will fully verify it.

T o  conclude : I f  the plan now recommended for the adminifiration of juftice, and the manage
ment o f the revenues, take place; and if  thofe employed in it are retained in their duty, in the 
ccnrfc of two or three years the fvftem, which is now confufed and complicated, will become eafy 
and ftmple, neither difficult to underftand, nor embarraffing to perform.

W ith  refpeft to the expence o f this plan, it will not be fo great as at prefent, even after fixing 
certain profits for the perfons employed, by allowing them commiffion upon the net collodions, 
which I think the propereft mode o f paying them : but that this matter may not be left in doubt, 
the whole detail o f the fyftem and expence fhould precede the adoption o f i t ; and this may be 
done eafily. I f  thefe refieftions are deemed of fufficient weight to merit confiderauon, the writer 
w ill chearfully embrace the trouble o f this detail.

N . B. Since the above memorial was written, various parts o f  the provinces were formed into 
colieftorfhips and fuperintendfhips; fuch as Raadfhai, Burdwan, Rungpore, & c. & c. See.

Revenue Department. *
A  true copy.

B . A P L I N ,

A ftin g Secretary. ,
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V S M T R A C T  Jumma W a i l  Bawkey o f B e n g a l  and Beh ar , including the W hole o f th $ L
Land Revenue o f the Soubahs $

From the Be n g a l  and B ehar  Years 1179-80 to 1190 -r, inclufive.
Net t  Collections Account  ~ . . . , ' - ~ >—  ------------- — -~

r . r  T th e  R e v e n u e  o f  th e  C u r -  C o l l e a e d  ^ n4 d e fra y e d  f o r  G r o fs  C o l l e & io n s  o n  A c -

Years- -0" ^ i ^ : r sto  ^ e r hL RevenBe Biianc8at^ Endofe,ch CoBeai ^ “ °“nt- ^  * » - * * «
R e v e n u e  D e p a r tm e n t .  .  !

B e n g a l B e h a r  E n g l i f t  

Y e a r .  Y e a r .  f  s t y l e .

1 1 79 °r  x 180 or 1772— 32,66,41,060 2 6 — 1,95,72,793 I 2 2 4 1 ,5 6 ,9 7 0  9 1 8  2 2 , 3 7 , 2 9 , 7 6 3 1 1 —  3 2 9 ,1 1 ,2 9 6  7 5 I 18 ,8 8 ,2 2 6 — 12 I 10,23,070 6 1 3  —

1 :8o or 118 1 or 1773  42,73,03,531 4 IX 21,92,74,932 8 1 6 - 4 3 , 0 2 , 5 9 6  I 10 2 2 ,3 5 ,7 7 ,5 2 8 1 0  6 2 3 7 ,2 6 ,0 0 2 1 0  5 -  18,05,528 6 1 5  I 19,20,474 3 9 3

1181 or ,1 8 2  or 1 7 7 4 - 5  2,66,16,983 2 1 9 - 1 , 9 5 , 6 9 , 6 0 9 1 0 1 1  1 4 1 , 5 1 , 2 7 2 1 3 1 5 - 2 , 3 7 , 2 0 , 8 8 2  8 6 1 2 8 , 9 6 , 1 0 0 1 0 1 2  3 17,40,399 7 1 9  x ,1 ,5 5 ,7 0 ! 2 12 2

1x82 or H 8 3  or 17 7 5 -6 2 ,6 7 ,5 3 ,3 0 1  6 ix  3 1 ,9 5 ,2 5 ,8 2 4 1 1  3 1 4 5 ,0 7 , 4 7 x 1 5  x x 2,40,33,296 10 4 2 2 7 ,2 0 ,0 0 4 1 2  7 1 12,18 ,176  5 1 0  3 IS>01,82S 6 16 2

xx83 or 1184 or 1 7 7 6 - 7  2,69,01,033 6 x 2 - 1 , 8 7 , 1 5 , 8 6 5  2 15 -  49,05,739 5 X3 12 ,3 6 ,2 1,6 0 4  8 8 1 3 2 ,7 9 ,4 2 8 14  3 3 1 3 , 9 4 , 7 6 9 - 1 8  3 18 ,8 4 ,6 59 x 5 5 -

118 5  °r  1777  8 2 ,57,61,716  io  '  7  2 1 ,7 0 ,4 9 ,7 0 9 x 5  8 - 5 3 , 8 0 , 8 1 8 -  5 3 2 ,2 4 ,3 0 ,5 2 7 1 5 x 3  3 33,31,188 10 13 3 2 0 ,78 ,4 5 0 12  1 x 1 2 ,5 2 ,7 3 7 x 4 x 2  2  '

1185 or xx86 or x778 - 9  2, 53,82,873 5 x 0  1 x,73, 95,87x 4  4  3 5&,45,946 x3 5 22 ,3 0 ,4 1 ,8 x 8  1 10 1 23,41,055 4  ---------- 19, 19,747 2 1 4  3 4,21,308 x 5 ,

1 1 8 6 0 1 1 1 8 7 0 x 1 7 7 9 - 8 0 2 ,5 2 ,6 0 ,6 6 4 x 2 1 4  11,8 0 ,2 1,226  1 7 x 56,80,637 2 1 -  2,37,o x ,863 3 8 x 20,58,800 9 6 -  1 5 ,6 6 ,3 2 1 1 3  5 3 4,92,479. 12 _  f

i / S 7 or 1188 or 1 7 8 0 -12 ,5 5 ,12 ,0 8 0  6 1 7  31,6 5,8 4,18 1 10 11 2 6 0 ,9 8 ,5 1 0  3 5 3 2 ,2 6 ,8 2 ,6 9 x 1 3 1 7  x 28,29,388 9 -  2 1 4 , 2 4 , 5 4 2 - 1 0  2 14,04,846 8 10 -  '

n 8 g  or 17 8 1-2 2 ,7 9 ,0 5 ,8 5 0  i  7 - 1 , 8 9 , 5 5 , 0 0 4 - 5  8 x 66,55,869 7 16 -  2 ,56,xo,873 x3 4  x 22,94,976 4  2 3 6,23,989 3 5 x 16,70,987 -  I?  2

1189 or xx9o or 1 7 8 2 - 3  2,80,25,465 -  14 21,88,24,855 1 2 3 5 9 ,6 3 ,6 6 0 1 4  5 - 2 , 4 7 , 8 8 , 5 x 5 1 5  7 3 3 2 ,3 6 ,9 4 9  1 6 3 6 , 5 0 , 4 6 1 1 1 x 3 -  25,86,487 5 x 3  ?  •'

1x90 or 1x91 or 1 7 8 3 -4 2 ,7 2 ,6 5 ,4 x 4  x i x8 3 1,8 !,9 3 ,4 9 1  i 5 xo 1 7 1 ,2 9 ,0 9 3 x 4  4  x 2,53,22,585 i 3 2 1 9 ,4 2 ,8 2 8 1 4  4  1 4 , 4 9 , 6 1 5 1 4 1 7 -  14,93,21a' i 5 7 x

T     ■ ■ ■- -•"-■■■■         --------

A. Thefe conGa o f  Charges o f  co!fe»- ~  i w u -  , . . -
in g ,  a n d  a  V a r i e t y  o f  o th e r  C h a r g e s ,  f o r t  W i l l i a m ,  t h e  1 7 t h  M a y  1 7 8 5 .  *

w h ic h ,  - lith o u g h  d e fr a y e d  f r o m  t h e  ~  . .  |

R e v e n u e  D e p a r t m e n t ,  d o  n o t  c o m e  % Errors excepted,
u n d e r  t h e  H e a d  o f  C h a r g e s  C o l i e f l i a n  j

the Particulars are annexed. (Signed; C H A R L E S  C R O F T E S .
A ccem tf, G e x iL jo  the R ev '- Derartt



5 Si> / P A R T I C U L A R S  of the C H A R G E S  defrayed in the R E V E N U E  D E P A R T M E N T .  ' S L

Charges Coliedting. C hat;jL  >t iHt Civil and Criminal Courts. '
• ____ _________ —    ______________ Charges. Building, Allowances to M em- Grand Total o f  Charges

Y \  R  S. ------------- "".....— ---- ---------- —  T o ta l0 Charges Acrmluiary, Total. Law Charges. Charges Poolbundy. and R  . pairs. H J  Charges. Dawke Charges. Charges Police. bers of the late Pro- Sebundy Charges. in the *
Charges Charges C h a r t s  Dewannee Charges Fouzdarry vincial Councils, Revenue Department.

Collections. General. Au.v.u'ut, Audaulut.

Bengal Beh-r Englilh '  : , L !
Year. Vcar. Style. _ 1 '
,17901' 118o or 1772— 314,08,353 1 15 3 3>55^ 54- 1 8 -17,63,607 3 3 3 19,14.612 l<j>, 7 ' }  \ o  10 -| 81,185 1 9 -  1,05,073 11 19 ------------- 3>°°>333 '5  8 220,5.50 9 ..........................f- —  s2’792 8 ----- —  —  —  —  41,56,970 9 1 8 2

, (8c u ! ";I or 1773—  411,03,882 8 —  1 6,43,003 4 1 -17,46,'885 12 1119,36,113 1 17 3 41^.5 ic. —  -1,40,660 2 1 8 - 1 , 8 2 , 3 8 5 1 2 1 8 - ------- “ 3,44,051-13 5 -33,279 10 6 2  - - —  25,637 3 15 -34,242 11 7 -  —  —  —  —  43,02,596 1 io 2

1181 or 1182 or 1774— 5 12,47,564 11 11 -  2,72,743 1 2 ----- 15,20,308 7 i i  -21,09,318 6 ; . -  v5.il 7 13 2 A  ,90,901 13 9 2 2,36,719 10 12 ------------- 2,02,102 4 1 1 - 3 0  9 6 — 6 - ..................................11,996 13 15 -39,891 2 8 -  —  —  —  —  41,51,272 13 15 -

j i S i w  1183 or 1775— 614,72,292 14 5 22,75,830 7 1 x 21 7 , 48 , 1 2 3  517- 22, 41 , 945 8 1 5 ;  |  ip'ls 7-2,17 ,036 1 1 2 2 2 , 5 0 , 4 6 6 — 1 9 2 --------1,78,266------------------38,521 ... • • -  ... 10,258 13 —  -39,891 2 8 -  —  —  —  —  45,07,471 15 1 1

s 185 or , 4 or 1776— 7 14,83,864 4 912,81,859 6 14 3 17,65,823 i i  4.-22,12,468 13 3 - ' 50,6|6 15 —  • .46,882 10 13 1 4,97>5°9 ’ 9 *3 1 l S > 1 * 6  3 1 0- 3 , 27 , 350 6 16 -35,040 10 59 -  ................  1 2 , 5 1 8 1 2 ----- 39,891 2 8 -  ■— —  —  —  49.05,739 5  13 1

; 1U5 or 1777— 818,30,413 1 —  3 3,64,147 1 13 121,94,560 2 14 -22,28,834 8 i|V,3 73 ,7k j. 4 --1,94,825 13 12 2 5,68,533 14 16 216,222 14 7 -2,81,556 14 16 -43,795 JJ 6 z  .............. -  4.204----------- 43,109 11 14 -  —  —  —  —  53,80,818—  5 3

1185 or :M;6 dr 1778— 918,49,665 14 11 33,44,754 IJ 14 221,94,420 14 6 1 2 2, 3 7 , 0 97 —  5 3 ■ • -I 8 1 8 ~ $.>68,731 9 1 0 - 6 , 2 4 , 1 8 9 1 0 1 8 - 5 7 , 1 1 4 1 4 ----- 4>°7,734 9 -50.588 ,8 5 2 ■ —  16 , 7 281 2------ 58,072 8 ----- —  —  —  —  56,45,946 13 5 2

1186 or 1187 or 1779-8018,81,061 3 1 1 - 3 , 4 1 , 0 7 9  210322, 22, 136 6 1323,91,262 6 1 3 3  6g , j ; z  14 4 -5,63,116 7 1 6 2  6,32,569 6 —  212,714 7 ------3,02,983 13 13 -  37,854 6 :*3 ..........................  23 , 04312-----58,072 8 ------ —  —  —  —  56,80,637 2 1 -

118701-i 188 or 1780— 1 19,54,233 4 1 01 5 , 6 7 , 6 9 4  5 2225,21,927 912323, 41 , 694 9 12 1 1,63.147 —  -.S 3 7,72,833 1 4 - 9 , 3 5 , 9 8 0 2 2 3 57,638 6 10 -1,78,933 1 2 ------3 :.9°5 S 8.-18,591 — -----  —  —  4,839 6 ------ —  —  —  —  60,98,510 3 5 3

, 188 or 1189 or 1781— 2 18,71,250 8 ----- 2,85,63510 8-21,56,88 6 2 8-22,66,051,14 8 89,‘. ' 0,11 5 -  8,82,653 9 13 1 15.7z.634 4 1 8 1 2 1 , 6 4 0 1 0 ----- 3,42,536—  5 -  8,778 14 i2 ~si,?22 ------- - 29,737 4 17 - 58,072 8 ------- 1,48,30912 7 3 —  —  66,55,869 7 1 6 -

•s.89or U9.0or 1782— 3 18,45,017 3 8 33,15,036 —  16 1 21,60,053 4 5 -20,91,095 5 1 3 7-96,848 2 —  3 4,68,660 —  13 -12,65,518 2 13 3j 8,300--------- 1,96,850 1 2 ------ 4,351 10 12 j —  —  -18,509 15 12 248,393 1 2 ----- 1,08,684------------—  —  59,63,660 14 5 «.

:.190 or 1191 or 1783— 4 *4,39,176 8 19 -  3,50,557 —  18 1 27,89,733 9 17 1 22,87,281 9 7»? 1 ! »5 >? “jL ?9>022 2 7112, 51 , 564 2 4 1 2 8 , 4 9 0 --------- 2,60,614 8 3 -  4,455 3 10 -y 'M ? (■ .........  -  26,493 n  18 1 45,875 1 0 ----- 1,45,700------------2,26,861 13 2 — 71,29,093 14 4 1
... .. ..1 111._i 1 iMnn.MMn MiiiiimirMmnTT.in-i-i~n------1 11 niT------———————————— ———‘ -■■■ ■"■■■■....—1 iiiwwi ' *■ « 1 n n ■mu ■■■■■>..iw-nni ■ »r—-...—..........n 1 ,  ̂1 ■■■■'■ .* 1 "" 11 ... .....  ■ — ...... . " mrnmmrnmm— ———wmmm—mmmmmmmummmmmfmi' ' / 1

S Fort William, the 18th May 1785.

Errors excepted,

(SJ) C H A R L E S  C R O F T E S ,
U Accomp' Gen1 to the Rev' Departin'.
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Accompanying Gov. General’s Minute.

A C C O U N T  of the 'Total Grofs Colleftions of each Year, from the Year 1179-80,

* Bengal and Behar Stile, to the Year 1190-1.

r e c e i p t s .
Y E A R S .  ----------------------- _ -------------------- _  T O T A L .

Account the Account
Current Year, Eil»nce„

Tonga! Iielur Englitfi
Year Year Stile.

JtI79 or 1180 or 1172-3 2,37,29,763 11 —  3 18,88,226 —  12 1 2,56,17,989 f I  t J  .

I t 8 0  o r  1181 o r 1 7 7 3 - 4  2,35,17,52*  10  6  2 18 ,0 5 ,5 2 8  6  1 5  1 2 ,5 3 ,8 3 ,0 5 7  1 1 3

1 x 8 1  o r  11 8 2  or 1 7 7 4 - 5  2 ,3 7 ,2 0 ,8 8 2  8 6  1 17 ,4 .0 ,3 9 9  7  19 1 2 ,5 4 ,6 ^ 2 8 2  —  5  2

1182 or 1x83 or 1775-6 2,40,33,296 10 14 2 12,18,176 5 10 3 2,55,51,472 15 15 1

1183 or 1184 or 1776-7 2,36,21,604 8 8 1 13,94,769 -  18 3 2,50,16,373 9 7 -

1184 or 1185 or 1777-8 2,24,30,527 15 13 3 20,78,450 12 i 1 2,45,08,978 xi is  .

1185 or 1186 or 1778-9 2,30,41,818 1 10 1 19,19,747 2 14 3 2,49,61,565 4 5 -

1186 or 1187 or 1779-802,37,01,863 3 8 1 15,66,321 13 5 3 2,47,68,185 -  1+ .

1187 or,1188 or 1780-1 2,26,82,69! 13 *7 * *4,24,542 -  10 2 2,41,07,233 14 7 3

1188 or t i89 or 178X-2 2,56,10,873 13 4 i 6,23,989 3 5 i 2,62,34,863 - 9 2

1189 or 1190 or 1782-3 2,47,88,515 15 7 3 6,50,461 u  r3 - 2,54,38,977 Ix ~  3

1190 or xx9r or 1783-4 2,53,22,585 13 14 2 4,49,6x5 14 ,7 - 2 , 5 7 , 7 2 , 2 0 1  1 2  u  2

Fort William, the 18th May 1785.

Errors excepted.

Revenue Department. (Signed) C H A R L E S  C R O F T S ,

A true Copy. Accomp. Gen. to the R. D.

R. A P L IN ,
Ad. Sec.

Y o t .  II. y  * .
x -v  A  Accompanying
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Accompanying Gov. General’s Minute.

A C C O U N T , /hewing the Charges of Collecting in each Year, from the Year 1179-80,

Bengal Behar Stile, to 1190-1.

Y E A R S  Charges of Collecting.

Charges. General Total.

Bengal Behar Englifh Charges
STear. Tear. Stile. CtfJlc&ion.

1179 or xi 80 or x 772-3 14,08,353 1 rS 3 3,55,254 t 8 _ 17,63,607 3 3 3

1180 or n8x or 1773-4 11,03,882 8 -  x 6,43,003 4 1 - x 7,46,885 12 1 r

118t or 1182 or 1774-5 12,47,564 11 11 - 2,72,743 12 —  - 15,20,308 7 11 -

1182 or 1183 or 1775-6 ,4,72,292 14 5 2 2,75,830 7 xi 217,48,123 5 x 7  .

1x83 or 1184 or 1776-7 14,83,864 4 9 1  2,81,959 6 14 3 17,65,823 11 4 -

1184 or 1x85 or 1777-8 18,30,4x3 1 -  3 3,64,147 i 13 j 21,94,560 2 14 -

1x85 or xx86 or 1778-9 18,49,663 14 11 3 3,44,754 15 14 2 21,94,420 x+ 6 1

1186 or 1187 or 1779-8018,81,o6x 3 xx - 3,41,075 2 x0  322,22,136 6 1 3

1187 or 1188 or 1780-1 19,54,233 4 10 1 5,67,694 5 2 2 25,21,927 9 xa 3

ai88 or 1x89 or 1781-2 18,71,250 8 ----- 2,85,635 10 8 . 21,56,886 2 8 -

1x89 or 1190 or 1782-3 18,45,017 3 8 3 3,15,036 -  16 1 21,60,053 4 5 -

1190 or xx9i or 1783-4 24,39,176 8 19 - 3,50,557 —  18 1 27,89,733 9 17 *

Fort William, the 18th May 1785.

Errors excepted.

(Signed) C H A R L E S C R O F T S ,
Accompt. Gen. to the R. D.

Ordered, That they be accordingly fent in Circulation,

EXTRACT
\ w m j  . .
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E X T R A C T  o f B E N G A L  R E V E N U E  C O N S U L T A T I O N S ,  the m b  July 1785'.

• Stuart lays before the Board the following minute.

M r. Stuart,
I have pcrufed the Governor General’s minute o f  the 18th o f M a y  1785, on the fobiedfof the 

revenues, and although he does not agree with me in all the points proposed in my plan for the 
future management_ ot the colleSions, y e ti am happy to find, that our opinions are the fame with 
refpect to the appointment o f  Colleftors or Superintendents in all the diftridls ; which I confider 
the moft important objedLof the fyftdn which I wiftt to fee carried into execution.— I {hould 
have been glad tnat the Governor General had alfo agreed with me in the other leading principle 
o f  my plan, v iz. The union o f the powers-of the magiftrate and. colleftort becaufe I have for
merly-had an opportunity ot witneffing the good effeds arifing from the jundtion of thofe officers.
1 he Governor General’s only objection is, « that he does not think we are fufficiently advanced 

* « to nfipie the confequences o f  veiling fo unchecked a power generally in the hands o f our
te n a n ts , but if they are truft-worthy in one department, they are certainly fo in both. A t  

pretent, the collectors and magiftrates are by no means checks upon each oth er; and G overn
ment does not pofiefs a greater degree o f control over them individually, than they would do 
were the two authorities united. , ■

The Governor General Hates, 1 hat by the account annexed to his minute, it appears that the 
p-ak  collodions have been more by feveral lacks, during the time of the Committee, than at 
any former pc-tod; but if it be allowed, that the charges have been more than proportionably 
increated (which they certainly have been in Conference o f the lyflem now exifting) a lofs no 
iiouot ultimately falls upon Govenuncnt by fuch unneceflai y increafe ; from which there is no 
relief, but by a change o f the mcafi.res which created it. T h e  Governor General obferns, 
that the increafe in the article o f  charges collection, may more properly be called “  the increaf- 
“  mg expences of Government, than the increafed expence o f collecting the revenue;”  but as I 
have mown by my plan, that a faving can be made o f 16 b eks o f  rupees, befides providing tn the 
mote libera manner for the collector. ; I  A i t  Hill think that the increafe in the charges has pro
ceeded folely from the mftitution o f ufelefs revenue eftablilhm cnts; and. fuppofing the. additional 
allowances which I propofed for the collectors were not granted, the faving in that cafe by my plan, 
would be about 25 Jacks per annum ; a him very little mort o f  the total increafe-in the artic le o f 
charges colledtion, which has gradually been accumulated fence die year 1772, from rupees 
4*156,970. ?8. 2. to rupees 71,29,093. 14, 4. i .  as Hated in the account accompanying the 
Governor General s, minute. In judging o f two fyftems, that which fhall appear to be the 
m olt advantageous to Government, certainly deform  the preference. T h a t the old fyftem is there
fore beft, appears from the following account o f  the attual receipts into the Company’s Treafury 
for twelve yearsfucceffivelv, extr.-feted from the papers delivered in by the Governor General with 
his minute o f the 18 th M ay. 'In  my plan, the net collections appear to be raroneoufly ftated, 
owing to fome overfight or omiffion ; but this account, formed from official documents recently 
prepared, anords the molt authentic information, and (hews more clearly than the other account, 
the propriety o f  the change which I propofed. '

Ye»n. Current C olleton ,. CoIteaeJ Account Orpfl GvlWtWn. C h a rg e e  ColMMon. A flo .l Receipt,
is a la n c e s .  * , ™  5 ~

177^-3 *.37**9»763 >« 3 oi8.8S.aa6 12 1 o *.56,,7,989 11 3 041,56.970 9 ,8 * 2,tt,s7 ,oio 1 *7 ' ,
iiii'ti-zzi f . ' s  . . L i , . o , 7 . L h . o = . » 6  f . 0 ,* 774-$ 2,37,20,882 8 6 117,40,399 7 9 12,54,61,282 $ 2 041,51,272 13 t5 0 *, 13,10,009 n o ,

1775- 6 2,40,33,296 10 4 > 12,18,176 $ 1032,55,51,472 15 15 145,07,471 15 1 1 r.fo,44,001 —  140
1776- 7 2,36,21,604 8 8 1 13,94,769 18 32,50,16,373 9 7 049,05,759 5 13 12,01,10,434 3 14 ,
777-8 2,24,30,527 ,5 ,3 320,79,450 12 , , 2,45.08,978 t, ,5 c 53,80,818 5 3 01,91,28,160 i \  \  ]

>7/8-9 2,30,41,818 1 10 1 19,19,747 2 14 3 2,.49,61,565 4 5 056,45,946 13 5 21,93,15,618 6 ,9 a
«779-802,37,01,863 3 8 1 15,66,321 13 5 32,47,68,185 -  14 056,80,637 2 I o 1,90,84,547 ,4. i t  o
1780- 812,26,82,69! 13 XJ 114,24,542—  10 2 2,41,07,233 14 7 360,98,510 3 5 3 1,80,08,723 II ? o
1781- 2 2,56,10,873 13 4 1 6,23.989 3 ;  12,62,34,863 —  9 266,55,869 7 16 01,95,78,993 8 13 2

z t i ’ T i l l t  i f  ,1  l  6/ K ‘471 "  13 0 i ’ 54»38.977 «i —  3S9.63.66o 14 5 o ,,94,75,3.6 .2 ,5 31783-4 2,53,22,585 13 14 2 4,49,915 14 17 02,57,72,201 12 U 271,29,093 14 4 | 1,06,43,107 14 7 1

W ith  regard to the expected redudion from the abolition o f colledtorfhips, I doubt much whether 
there will be much real faving by adopting this meafure; feeing that there is but little difference be
tween the fakries drawn by the collectors, and die penfions which they and their affiftants will be 
auovved, by the fubfequent regulations, on their recall.

1 am very happy to learn, that the adting Prcfident o f the Committee o f  Revenue is fatisfied’that 
the balance o f tins year will be trifling, though I confefs my expeditions on this head are hot very 
iangmne. A t the coiiclufiori o f my plan, I ftated the probable balance at 30 lacks o f  rupees; and 
now that the .aft I  owiee account of the Bengal year is doled, let us fee how it adfually Hands, 
according to the one delivered in for the month,of Chyte.

S  • T h e
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^ ^ T u fe  balance o f the H uzzoory M ah”  exclufive o f  transfers, bills,
pants, & c. -  - ■ -  -  -  - - 11,54 ,274  -

Add amount bills and paiits not yet paid, according to the account
delivered in by the Sub Accom ptant; v iz.

Tunkaaws - - - - - -  2,85,077 I 0 10
Sufpeniions - - - - - - -  1,26,845 7 1 2
Bills receivable - - - - - -  15,283 x 12. 2

------------------ ---------4,27,205 xo 4  o
Muffufiil balance according to the T ow jee  account for Chyte *- -  9,64,520 8 12 2
Balance outftanding for 1x91-2  exclufive of the Behar *  balance, which — —  ----- —  -------*

cannot be ascertained till September next, ~ -  Sicca rupees 25,46,000 7 17 t

’  *  N . B . T h e  amount due from Behar between the pre
fers time and d o le  o f the Behar year, is 
ftcca rupees 27,67,705. 14. 1. 1 .

It will be faidj perhaps, that the amount o f the tunkaws, bills, & c. Hated above, cannot be 
considered as a part o f  the balance, becaufc they are in courfe o f paym ent: but as the a&ual col
lections of lafl year has long fince ceafed, the above fum ntuil therefore be paid out o f the refources 
o f the next year; a practice by no means jufliliable, although I underhand it has prevailed more or 
lefs for fcveral years paft.

T h e  Board not having thought it expedient to make any change in the prefect revenue fyftem,
1 {hall, notwithstanding m y difapprobation of it, concur molt heartily with my colleagues in every 
meafure. that may be judged likely to contribute towards its fuccefs,— W ith  refpeiSt to the allowances 
lately granted to the collectors, I do not disapprove o f the amount o f them ; but I with they had 
been contrived to arife, either out o f a laving' b y  the abolition o f  unneceflary revenue efiablifhments, 
as propoled in m y plan, or from any fource in preference to that o f  increaling the demands upon the 
country ; which is evidently not the object o f Governm ent at h om e; and which is contrary to one 
o f  the leading principles of the fyflem which I propofed.

T h e  objection which the Governor General Hates againH u  the controlling authority o f a M em ber 
“  o f  the Board in the Revenue department,”  v iz. “ the want o f  time,”  is eafdy anfwered 
Although there is a meeting o f the Council alrnoH every day in the week, yet the Members fcldom 
affemble till towards noon; fo that the Com ptfolling M em ber could with cafe give up tw o or three 
hours every day, if neceifary, to attend to the bulinefs o f  his department.

I have thought it neceflary to make thefe obfervations, not with a view  to bring the queftion which 
I formerly propofed, again before the Board j but merely to fupport the fyftem which it  war. my 
wifh to fee introduced, and becaufe I thought then, and Hill continue to think, it is the beft that can 
be adopted by this Governm ent for the intereft o f  our employers.

icth  July, 1785. (Signed) C .  S T U A R T .

Agreed, T h a t the p reced if! minute lie for confideration.

' ■ 1 ;..■’ ■ ■ ■' ' ’ ..........

, ” j ( Ulfl , , ‘v ! * [ § # }  . ■ v j  U  ’  $ B L  ' . J
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A N NU A L PROFITS ariiing to the Company from Salt,
From the Acquifition o f the Dewan nee, to the Date of 

the late ft Advices from B e n g a l ,

Lft*
176s  - 6 —  —  —  —  —  ------- 1

1766 - 7 **" —* 118,92.6

1767 - 8 —  —  —  — • ’ —  144,2.18

1768 " 9 ~  -  Ji°t diftinguifhed T h e  profits in fhefe years

1769 - 70 —  —  16,907 f  arofe from duties only.

1770 -  I — * —  —  —  70,914

17 7 1  - 2  —  61,663

j 772 .  3 —  —  —  —  —  45,027 .

1 7 7 3 . 4  v — . —  —  *  2 2 9 ,1 9 2 V

1774  - 5 130,263
I In thefe years the profit or

177 5  -  6 — . Lofs £  1,473 * L jlofs 'arofe from Tales 'and
« duties.

1 7 7 6 - 7  -  —  —  *  139,012. J

1 777 .. S ~  —  —  —  *  54,160 j

1778  -  9 —  ■—  —  —  63,697 ~i

1 7 7 9 -  80 —  —  —  —  *—  32,237 > In thdb from duties only.

I78O ~ I —  M~. 8,427 J

I7'8f -  2  * —* mm. . mm mm $21^ 1 2 '

1782 - 3  —  —  —  605,646 ■ Including Tales and duties.

1 7 8 3 -  4  <—  partly eftimated —  6 0 3,0 76-

N . B . T h e  current rupee is valued at 2 s. 3d. *  I11 the profit or lofs o f  th e '2 5 years,
is included the fum o f ^202,845, due 
from contractors, which is conixdereil 
as doubtful o f  recovery.

Eaft India Houfe, Errors excepted.
30th March 1786.

J O H N  A N N I S ,

Auditor o f  Indian Accounts.

v »>~ n .  y  ©  A N
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Nett T : rritorial Revenues of B engal, BaHar, and O rissa,

From the ^oth April 1771* *^ay 17? '•»

A N D

From the 30th April 1784, to the ift May 1785.

£ •

17 7 1  -  2 *** “ ** **■ * 2,126,766

>784 -  $ *«■ » ” ™ *“  2,072,9^3

No accounts of 1783 - 4 are received.

N . B. The current rupee is valued at as. 3d.

Error* excepted.

Baft Ihdia Hoiife, JOHN ANNIS’

30th M arch, >786. Awiitor Cf “ n AcC° ,mtS'

/**> A  N

• { W
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Ifimes at which the feveral Accounts of the Annual Revenues 
and Expenditures of the Prefidency at Bengal in each Year,

From the Year 1776 to the Year 1785, were tranfmitted to the
C o u r t  o f  D i r e c t o r s ;

A N D

E X T R A C T S , Rating the Reafons contained in any Difpateh from the 
faid Prefidency for withholding or delaying any fuch Accounts.

Y E A R .  S.  W H E N  R E C E I V E D .

Com m encing Ending

M ay —  April
1776  —  1777 Settlement, colle&ions, and balances o f the revenues 1 Q&ober 1778

of Bengal and Bahar —  —  —  —  1 ' ‘ ‘

Books o f accounts o f  the revenues and charges o f )  a id  November 17 7 a  
ditto —  ditto —  —  —  —  —  J J / ,y

General books o f  the prefidency, & c. —-  —  Ditto D itto

17 7 7  1778  Settlement, collections, h e .  h e .  —  —  •*** 27th December

Books o f accounts o f  revenues, & c. *—  —  27th September 1780

General books o f the prefidency, & c. — • 24th February 178 1

j *7*78 «■ * 1770 Settlement, colleitions, h e .  h e .  —  ~  —
11 f  26th D itto Ditto

Books o f accounts o f revenues, h e .  —  J

General books o f the prefidency, h e .  —  —  30th October D itto

17 7 0  *— 1780 Settlement, collections, h e , h e .  — )
v n th  September 1784 *

Books o f accounts o f revenues, h e .  —  —  }

General books o f the prefidency, h e ,  —• 1—  3d June 1782

1780 —  1781 Settlement, collections, h e .  h e .  - » — •*- 26th M a y  1783

Books o f accounts o f  revenues ■—< •—- —  20th September D itto

General books o f  the prefidency, See. •—  —  21ft July D itto

r ;S r  —  1782 Settlement, collections, See. h e .  — * *-•* —  3d September 1785'

Books o f accounts o f revenues —• —  —  25th October 1784

General books o f  the prefidency, h e .  —  •—  27th July Ditto

1782 —  1783 Settlement, collections, h e . h e .  —  —  — 1
l  3d September 1785

Books o f accounts o f  revenues —  —  —  J

General books o f the prefidency, & c. —  n th  January 1786

N . B . N one received fince thofe o f  1 7 8 2 -3 .

9 The originals o f thefe were lent from Bengal in May 1781, and loll in the Admiral Hughes Packet.
/ g f  E X T R A C T
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o f a L E T T E R  from the A C C O U N T A N T  G E N E R A L  at B E N G A L  to  the 

■ A U D I T O R  of I N D I A N  A C C O U N T S ,  dated 13th M ay 1779.
S I R

jft . A s the genera! books o f this prefidcftty tot the year 1777-0 , wnich aie trnnfmittcd by the 
Royal Ilc-nry, were prevented irom being tent, accompanying thole o f the othei departments, it 
becomes necefltny that I fhould explain the caufc o f this delay, left it ftt.ould be eonfutered as p ilin g  
from any ncglett on my part ; at the fame time I fhaU communicate to you Inch, obfervations as may 
tend to elucidate the tranfa&ions Rated in th em ."

2d T h e  accounts o f the receipts and dilburtements o f  the revenue department not being furnilhed 
me before die end of December, the general journal remained entirely at a ftand from the month of 
W  untft that time, when it was impoffible to return- many o f the accounts, defective 1,1 point o f 
form, correfpondence o f  dates, and other effential circumftances, for correiftion, with the leaft 
ttrofpea o f their being received back from the Subordinates in time for completing the general 
books, fo that they might have accompanied thole of the other departments 5 I was therefore neCef- 
fitated to enter them'in the original Rate in which they were delivered to me, hoping that by ex
erting my utmoft endeavours to have effected the clofe of the books in due tune, and thereby rendered 
this excufe unnecef ary; but as that was not in my power, and as thefe circumftances, unexplained, 
might tend to prejudice me in the opinion o f my honourable employers, I  thought it incumbent on 
me to Hate them as a vindication o f my conduct.

(Errors excepted)
Eaft India Houfe, J O H N  A N N T 1, ,

j/nh March 1786. Auditor o f Indian Accounts.

______ I, ,-ir ------------ -

C O P Y  o f  a Letter from Lieutenant Colonel Harper to the Honourable 
John Macpberfon, Efquire, Governor General of Bengal, dated the 
20th of September; and, of another Letter dated the 25th of October 
178 c, relative to the State and Condition of the Province of Oude, 
and the Payment of the Balances due from the Nabob Vizier to the 
Eaft India Company,

IwmOiw i mmummmtrnmmmm WiiiMiaitMrnt n̂mm**-******

E X T R A C T  o f B E N G A L  S E C R E T  C O N S U L T A T I O N S ,  the m h  O ftober 1785.

# -jiI|E  Governor General lays before the Board the following letter, which he has received from 
J Lieutenant Colonel Harper, and from the V izier  and his Minifter*.

T o  the Honourable John Macpherfon, Efquire, Governor General, Sec. See. &C.

T h M S o f e d ^ o p y  o f a letter, which I this day received from M r. W om bwel!, the Accomfitent 
here, will (hew you, that the balance o f the crore and five lacks o f rupees, due fiom  the V izier 
Governm ent to the Honourable Company for the Fuiiullee year 119 2 , is now finally fettled,

I (hall proceed with the V izier and his Mimfters to make cmtfthe eftlmate for the: enfuing year; 
and, knowing the neceffities o f your Government, and the protection affordedto the: Nabob.^donu- 
nio .s by the Brilfth troops, my utmoft endeavours fhall be exerted to make t h f l w j g "  at
able as polKble, and to obtain a fum of ready money to pay oft the arrears to that part o f the army 
prefent Rationed for the fccurity o f thefe provinces.

I have the honour to fubferibe myfelf, witlt the greateft refpeft.
Honourable Sir,

Y o u r faithful fervant,

I  ucknow (Signed) G .  H A R P E R ,

f c  ,o th  s U n L r  .78 3. M U f-  « » '  G “ ' at L '“ k" ° W-

f  g&'. ' <■ ■
T h e



. 4 T h e  26th September 1785, Lucknow.
Sir,

1 have the pleafure to acquaint you, that I  have this moment received from the Minifter the bills on 
Calcutta and Surat, and which complete the agreement o f his Highnefs the Vizier with the Honourable 
Company for the Fuffullee year 1192.

I am, with refpe£t,
Lieut. C ol. G ,  Harper, M inifter Sir,

for the Governor General, at Y our mod obedient,
the Court o f the V izier. and m od humble fervant,

A  true copy. J . W G M B W E L L ,
(Signed) G . Harper, Accomptant.

Minifter, Lucknow.

From the V I Z I E R :  Received 3d Odiob r 1785.

B y  the bleffing o f G od, and the good favour and affiftance o f  your Excellency, one Icwfe and five 
lacks o f rupees o f tiie money o f the Company’s iircar have been, without balance, paid according- to 
engagement, from the collections o f  the money, and the loans o f the bankers. In return for the 
favours that you have, on every refpeet, given me eafe o f  mind and confidence, and that my Minifters 
and the Bankers, being comforted, have paid the money o f the Company’s Government, ( brine- 
thanks and prail.es from my tongue, and may the Alm ighty prefetve you for thefc attention'; to 
friendthip! ■ M y. friendly heart is convinced, that by the bleffing o f G o d  and your favours, in future 
alfo the money o f  the Company’s Sircar will be properly paid, and the management o f  this concern, 
and the cultivation of the country, will be caufe o f  a daily increafe o f  reputation to you.— M y  hope 
from your kindnefs is this, that you will always continue fixed in the fame favour o f heart to my 
concerns.

From H Y D E R  B E G  K H A N :  Received 3d O ftober 1785.

B y the bleffing o f G od, and your Excellency’s favours and affiftance, the money o f  the C o m 
pany’s fircar one erfe, and five lacks of rupees, which in the year 1192  Fuffilee had been engaged by 
his Highnefs, has been paid without balance, from the collections o f the country and the loans o f the 
bankers. T h e  good ftate o f  the affairs o f  both Governments, and the payment o f the money o f  
the Company’s Sircar, and the cultivation o f the country, are folely from your Excellency’s favours j 
that you have in every refpedl granted ftrength to his Highnefs, and have beftowt I favours and kind-, 
tidies upon us, from which eafe of" mind having been received, the completion o f the monies o f the 
Company’s Sircar has property taken place. I return thanks for your kindnefies and favours, In  
future alfo, the bleffing o f G od and the favours o f your Excellency, the completion o f the monies 
o f the Company’s Sircar, and the payment o f the debts to the bankers, and the cultivation of the 
country, will properly take place.— E very hand is employed in prayers for the increafe o f your life 
and dignity.

To the H O N O U R A B L E  J O H N  M A C P I I E R S O N , Efquirc, Governor General, &c. & c. & c.

Honourable Sir,
T have already had the pleafurc to acquaint you, under date the 20th ultimo, o f  the final fettle- 

ment of the crore and five lacks o f  rupees which were paid by the Nabob to the Honourable 
C om pm y: I have the honour now to inform you, that for the fervice o f the prefent Fuffuliee year 
1193, beginning the 19th o f laft month, and ending in September following, the V izier and his 
Minifters have agreed to furniftt fixty-five lacks o f  rupees, which, by the account I now indole, 
y °“  J ™  perceive provides for all the fums that I have been directed to bring into the account with * 
this Government, as well as the arrears o f the Futty G hur detachment, the lubfidyforthe Cawnpoot 
brigade, and part of the eftimate for the Futty G hur troops for the prefent year 119 3 , A nd the 
Vizier am! his Minifters, approving the prefent mode o f carrying on the bufinefs o f this Court 
With your Prefideney, being fcnfible of its utility to both Governments, being deiirous o f relieving 
toe Honourable Company from any expence, where they derive at leaft an equal advantage from the 
cauie o f  it, and to teftify alfo their fenfe o f  your attention to their convenience, in reducing the 
expence o f fataries, beg me to entreat, you will allow them to defray the arrears and falaries o f  die 
prefent year . to the fervants ©f the refidency b >re, and allowances to die M ilitary  officers, who, by 
your orders o f  the 3d o f M ay laft, are entided to receive diem, the account o f  which I have now the 
honour to tranfm it; whereby you will perceive, that it will prove a laving to the Honourable 

V o L - Z - £ ’. / ' Company
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X' ^ ^ m n n v  of 1,62,164 rupees ; fo that in :«&, the money that is to be W  bv this Government for 

the S e e  o f yours for this year, will be a dear net revenue, unattended with any expence or

diminution.

T h e  kills or monthly payments for the prefent year, o f  3,a$,000 rupees, mil be regularly pad, 
tod  which, when the arrears to the troops fliaU be in part or wftoilv liquidated, Will ue ,ound, 
h L  Efficient for both ftations j and to enable you to pay off as much of thofe arrears as they can, 
R S S S s S S  fttfnUh, < ^ t  tod  above the regular kills, whatever is poffibie between tins 
time and the “5th o f December : a particular account o f which, as well as-the k i^ ^ dJ ! ■ Z 
{hall have the honour to forward, as loon as the ium can be afcertained. In the mean time 1 am 
endeavouring, with the aifillancu o f the miniiier, to obtain ready money, by every means m my 
power, to reliev e the prefent diftrefles of: die troops.

I have alfo the honour to tell you, that the Vh-.ier and his m in e r s ,  looking to future events, 
and si firmer eftablifliment o f friendlhip with the Honourable: Company, have, I think, m contem
plation to propofe to you a fpecific fujn for the fervice o f the Fuilellee year 1 1 9 4 ;  and as foonas  
there fhall remain no doubt o f the prefent harveft fuccccd.ng as happily as it p r o m ts  (on which 
every fobij/depcnds) I  hope to acquaint you with, the amount j and .f you approve of my doing fo, 
r S S  it at the proper feafon, and endeavour to obtain a fund at lead equal to your expences, 
fo that the difourfements for both years fhall be completely provided for.

W h en  I make this communication of what appears to me to be favourable events, I muff acquaint 
vo u w ith  the fo r c e  from whence they fpring. It is, Sir, the confidence you have, by your actions 
low aT dfth S  Governm ent, ellabllfhed In the minds o f the V  rzier and his mmifters, of your fixed 
refolution to fopport them in all their rights, demanding nothing but what is ju ft foi the protsc- 
tfon afforded K  country, and enabling them to take meafures to revive the pn.fpenty and hap ;.- 
S J t h e f c  p r i n c e s ,  which already begin to wear a lace o f jo y :  hence they have the ability

to furnilh thefe Applies fo foon j t e  paying o ffjo

J i r t S i d t r y l ^ o n l s ^ a f o r -  t l f y  the r defire’ to affift the Honour 
able C om pany; and particularly to convince you, Sir, and • the Gentlem en who compofe the 
prefent Honourable Board, o f  their high tofpeft and veneration.

a nd that I  m k b t as much as lay within the compafs o f  my own abilities, be affifting to thefo ends, 
mrd .enable die V  zier and his minifters not only to fulfil their late engagements, but to provide 
;  a m X  as S l e f o r  the future expences o f  the troops, and other ex.genctfs of the Honourable 
t 0Z Z  l  S  T J Z  a reprefentation from the miniftcr, that the revenue was much mjured by

absolutely given up all pretenfrons to it, nor will I employ any agent to

make or purchafe a 1 ingle maund.

T h e  monopoly o f  fait petre has been fo long attached to the office o f  reSdem at 

endeavour to deferve.

not b e e n S e n l f o T ?  ^
J S i S S S  S t r L nt1efoee to do my duly, allured me I had nothing to dread, as long as my

conduH. tended to promote the genera! good.

5 3  ^ | t f t ,  hud they ever g i f t e d  S

"  nMed in the Governm ent, he would have given me proofs o f;  that he couidthen ^ a m x m

r s . ’? s ««
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friend fit ip, and flattered by the motives o f your partiality, it is but bare duty in me to make you 
every return in my  power, by a faithful discharge o f the trull repofed in m e: but, Sir, m y honour 
and gratitude prompt me to much more than this j and when I exprefs my hopes o f vour con
tinuance in the firft office in India, and for health to do the arduous duties o f it, I know I am wifli- 
ing for the greateft good fortune to the Honourable Company’s pofleffions, as well as to the.fe 
provinces.

I flatter myfelf the Honourable Board’s approbation and ratification will follow this communica
tion o f what I  have done with this Governm ent, and after providing for all the article*of die general 
account, and (applying as much as pofhble for the arrears and cxpences o f all the troops at C aw n- 
poor and Futty Ghur, to the end o f this Fufl’ullec year 1:193, is in .September 1786, the V iz ie r  
and his minifters hope you will be pleafed and fatisfied with their conduct, and give them an ac
quittal o f public demands. I wifh, Sir, you may perceive the good effedts that will fiurely arife from 
this mutual attention to each other’s confidence and convenience ; it will be the means I hope o f 
getting more in the next year than you may obtain for the fpecific article o f pay to the Futty G hur 
detachment— it w ill certainly tend to improve the revenues o f this country, whence vour Government 
may, on any future emergency, draw very great refources, and it will affift to obliterate the recol
lection of ibme pall adts that perhaps had better never happened, and the immediate profits o f which 
have probably not compenfated for the opinions thofe adts have ferved to eftablifh in the minds o f 
the princes and people o f all the provinces o f  India. It is under your adminiftr ion, Sir, that I  
am confident we are to fee thofe fentiments revive, which formerly were o f more confequcnce than 
even our military character,. and both united made the Britifb arms invincible, and their name the 
admiration o f  the eail.

I  have thus prefumed, from a principle o f duty, to touch on points not immediately, though rela
tively connedted with the original fubjedt o f this addrefs. I fhould think myfelf unworthy the poft 
I  hold, to have been at this time totally filent on them, profcffing, as I do, the higheft rcifpeft, and 
taking pride in fubfcribing myfelf,

Honourable Sir,
Lucknow , Your faithful Servant,

the 25th G & ober 1785. (Signed) ^  G A B R I E L  H A R P E R ,
M inifter for the Governor General 

at the V izier’s Court.
A  true Copy.

E . Hay,
Sec.

E S T I M A T E  of  C L A I M S  for 1193.

—  .......  ......... ..................................................... .— - — —   ----------- --------------------------------

A R M Y .

Arrears Futtyghur detachments —  —  —  x 1,60,000 —  — •
Brigade for 12 months —  —  —  —  3 1.2 0 ,0 0 0 ---------
Regiments at L ucknow  —  —  ™  ™. 3,00,000 -____
Futtyghur detachments —  —  —  —  17 ,4 0 ,0 0 0 ---------

........... ....... ................ ......... 63,20,000 «—  —«
a audit A lly  —  —  —  —  «—  —  —  «— 2,00,000 —  —»

Rohilla llipends —  —  —  —  __ __ __ __ 61,578 —  —
M r. Frafer’s bond, and interefts —  —  —  —  —  _  1,7(4000 —
Intereft due to the Shroffs —  —  —  —  —  —  —  4,00,000 *—  — .
(.contingent bills of M ajors Lumfdain, G ilpin, Captain Dennis, & c. and ar

rears refident’s guard —  —  —  _ _ _ _ _ _ _  1,29,456 —  —
Abdul Rheman Caw n’ s Candahar cavalry —  —  —  —  —  76,000 —» —
».stm to the Shroffs 5. o. 3, on the balance due them when the late G over

nor fixed the L ucknow  ficca rupees to pafs as o f equal value with the 
Fyzabad 16 funs — . —  —  —  _  —  7 L 9 10  —  —

Lucknow Gcca rupees —  —- 74,28,944 —  —
fC 1 ■- •'•»•»*« 'HMMKNWI mi ■I) jutaiiniHwmmMin

T h e
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V w ie* and his tntnifters, in compliance with the defire o f  the Board communicated to 

Lieutenant Colonel Harper, have confented to include the fum of 71*9 Jo rupees, for batta to the 
Shroffs; hut oMerves, that if  the Honourable Board will .be lb good as order an investigation of 
this tranfaffion, it Will be difcovered, that it has already been adjufted with tile Shroffs, and that their 
prefont demand is not founded in .juftice,

(Signed) G A B R I E L  H A R P E R ,
A  true C opy. Minif. Lucknow , for the G .  General.

E . Hay, SeC.

T o  the Honourable W A R R E N  H A S T I N G S , Efqwire, Governor General, See. Members o f
the Supreme Council, Fort W illiam .

Gentlemen,
A M O T I V E  of refpedf towards the Honourable Governor General, determined me to wait his 

• fV  return to the Preiidency, before I addreffed you upon a fubjeff, to which, although I cannot:
If rid iy  perhaps be deemed officially a party in honour, 1 Hill mult and Jo fed  m yfeif moft imme
diately and euentiaHy interefted.

In  a letter from the Honourable G overnor General to the Board, dated 25th o f A uguft laft, and 
o f which the communication came to me from my late fuperior at the Court o f  Oude, M r. John 
Briftow , it is ftated, that o f the monies collected by this Gentleman during his late reftdency on 
the account o f the Company, he had appropriated near fourteen lacks o f  rupees to the payment 
o f  expenees which were not incurred by your: Governm ent, and which had at no time received its 
fenffiont and further, that this fum was difeharged without the orders, or cVen the knowledge o f 
the V izier. In the account particulars o f the amount declared to have been fo appropriated, I find 
included the allotted monthly expence o f die refident’s office, or 25,000 rupees. I t  was from this 
fund that I received my allowance as firft afliftant to M r. Briftow ; but I received it, Gentlem en, 
under a comr&Uon that it was equally known to the members o f our Government, and to the N a 
bob, and authorized by both.

It is true that, however uninformed in this refpetft, I  might yet have accepted Rich allowance, when 
tendered to me by M r. Briftow, without any rifk o f  perfonai confequences, the refident being folely 
refponfible for a ll ’ di(burfements ; but I jfho'uld have fcorned, when information was open to me, 
to have recurred to the plea o f ignorance, in excufe o f a conduct, which, had it been advifedly 
adopted, could admit o f  no juftification, and which, in the retrofpect, promifed no better confola- 
tion than might be derived from, the chcerlefs' confeioufriCls Kf undeferved im punity: on the 
other hand, the falaries allowed to the aififtants in the office o f the laft refident at Oude, were al
ready of that public notoriety as made the aid o f  Ihift or fubterfuge, either in the payment or ac
ceptance "of them, could Gentlemen have ftooped to fuch practice, every-w ay. tmneceffary. T o  
eftablifh this pofition, I conceive, with much deference, it will be only neceilafy to prove (which 
may be done by a fun pie reference) that from the period o f the Chunar treaty, thefe allowances had 
been regularly received by the Gentlem en officiating as alliftants to your refident: at the V izie r ’s 
court. T h is  being the fa ff, fuppofmg the N abob’ s accounts to be open to his infpedtion, it is not 
cafy to divine by what accident, at the final adjustment o f them with M r. B riftow ’S predeceffor, 
the charge o f  25,000 rupees per month fhould have efcaped the notice of his Highnefs, If, on the- 
contrary, fuch want o f information is to be attributed to Hyder B eg C aw n , affuredly it m ull have 
been by very fubtle management, that the mi sifter could have concealed a diiburfement o f this 
nature and" extent fo long, fo completely, and, as it would feem, fingly, from the knowledge 
and obfervation o f his mailer, and o f the Honourable the G overnor General. Indeed his fuccefs 
in this rdp eft muft appear by fo much the more wonderfol, as it was a drcum ftance familiarly 
known to M r. W heler, who, fpeaking o f his nephew, M r. T revo r W heler, as one o f the affiftants 
to the refident < at the court o f Oude, informed me, that as fuch * he received a faiary o f 5,000 
rupees per month. T h is  verbal communication occurred at the time of m y appointment to be 
firft afliftant to M r. Briftow, and a very few' days previous to my departure for Lucknow. T h e  
fubje£t was afterwards renewed between us in a coxxefponJeni'e by le tte r ; which written docu
ments, fhould the Honourable Board deem it neceffary, 1 fhall moft readily lay before them, nor am 
1  the leaf! apprehenfive that in fo doing I fhall incur the cenfure o f one candid or honourable man, 
the Cngle.obje£t o f  this appeal being to vindicate my honour from, a "itioft furious charge, which, 
although it is diredtly exhibited againft M r. B riftow  alone, I am aware, from the fitiiation in which 
I  flood relatively to that Gentlem an at Oude, may very warrantably be conftrued. as applying to me 
alfo, at leaft, Gentlem en, fuch conftnfftion is poifible— T h u s to meet it:, therefore, is only duty to my 
employers, to m yfclt juitico : for the reft it is, I doubt not, in the recolle&ion o f die Honourable 
Board, with what art and indiift-y my name has been ftill implicated with M r. Briftow’s, in all the 
crimes and oppreffians which it has pleafed Hvder Beg Cawn to attribute to that Gentlem an.— Such

/ O  then,on

' ‘ G0|̂ N\ : • ' V.
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-^then, Sirs, are the fa&s upon which was rounded m y  acceptance o f the felary heretofore received by1 

M r. Richard Johrtfon, wllilft {landing in the fame relation to the fontier refident an I did to the k tt  } 
and I flatter myfelf, that they will appear to the Honourable Board, and to mv employers a 
ftrength and complexion to fatisfV and remove every doubt that I might otherwife have enter;.fined 
» f the propriety and authority under which it was tendered to m e j fenfible as I am, at: the fame 
time, that whofoev'er in thefe days hopes, or indeed deferves to maintain the reputation of 
diimtereftednefe, j»uft be fo clear in his account o f pecuniary tranfa&ions, as to defy from any 
let o f men, or from the world, any colourable application o f 'th e  terms ‘ myfterious or evijfivc* 
to his condudL In addition to what I have already iubmitted to you refpecting my (Upend as firft 
affiftant at Lucknow, and in proof o f its legality and notoriety, 1 beg leave to fubjoin a lolemn de
claration ;— T h a t, lave and except the 6,000 ilcca rupees per month, fo dated to have been re
ceived by me as an allowance from the Nabob, and the further monthly (alary o f a no ftcca 
rupees from the Honourable Company, I  neither diredlly or indire&lv, whiift I  adted in the capa
city o f  firft affiftant to M r. JBriitow, benefited a Angle rupee by m y ftaticdi j and this declaration 
I mail at all times be ready to atteft Upon oath, in the prefence o f the Honourable Board, or o f a 
proper magiftrate.

In thus ftating the extent o f my allowances and emoluments as deputy to the refident at the 
V izier’s court, I fhutt any invidious eomparilbn of them with thole enjoyed by very many Gentlemen” 
greatly my juniors in the fervice, and in filiations o f  infinitely left neceflky expence; and fimll 
further only crave permifliorf refpeclfiiHy to obferve on this head to the Honourable Board, that (the 
interval or my flay at O w de excepted, including a period of fix teen months) I have been iince my 
return to Bengal, more than three years ago, entirely without office or employment, and ‘confe- 
liuently without the means o f fubftfhnce at all.

I have the honour to be, with the greateft refpedl,

Gentlemen,
Calcutta, Y o u r m oil obedient,

7th December 17 84. and tnoft humble Servant,
(Signed) W I L L I A M  C O W P E R .

E X T R A C T  o f B E N G A L  S E C R E T  C O N S U L T A T I O N S ,  the 5th April 1785.

A  D  the following letter, and its cncloiures, from M r. Briftow.

To the Honourable J O H N  M A C P H E R S O N , Efqiiire, Governor General, and Members o f the
Supreme Council, at Fort W illiam.

'  Gentlemen,
Y  ^  ^  ^  Honourable Board having been pleafed to comply with my requeft for free accefs to 

fuch parts o f your records as related to, or Were connedted with my tranfadlions while re
fluent at the court of Oude, a privilege which, as an accufed perfon, I  conceived to be my right, I 
now beg leave to fubmit to your conuderation fuch further fails and arguments as I deem neceffary 
for my vindication. 1

Left however it ftiould be fuppofed that I  had defignedly delayed my reprdentatiofjs, with the 
view o f taking an unfair advantage of the abfence o f the late Governor General, you, Gentlemen, 
wH; I truft do roe the juftice to rccolledt, that my application for accefs to your records Was pro* 
lulled during M r. H ailings’s adminiftration. T h e  permiffion required was not granted until after 
nis departure. I could not prepare my reply with greater difpatch , and I rely on your candour, to 
pardon the freedom with which I {hall addrefs you on a fubjedt in which my character, fortune, and 
future profpeits in life, are fo immediately connedted.

. w y  intention ftudic.ufly to avoid any reflexions on the opprobrious epithets applied to me
. Haftiiigs, as well from motives o f refpedl: to your Honourable Board, as From a con- 

\ iciion that invedtive, evidently (lowing from refentment, and general aflertions, unfopported by 
j.n,ots, need no ferious refutation.— Neceffity, however, compels me to requeft your permiffion to 
contrail the crimes laid to my charge by the (ole voice o f the late Governor General, with the 
u.ii.a m approbation my former condudt received in the years 1775 and 1776, when it was ac- 

nowledged, even by oppofite parties, that I  had ferved the Company with fidelity and I’uctcL*.

Conf. zd December 1776.

VoL* IL A a ' Until
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Until the period when I was fent to the Court o f Oude, as the feie£t friend f  ot M r. HaftingSj 
m v public character had ever met the applaufe o f  my fuperiors; iince then, indeed-, my faculties 
and time have been wholly employed in defending myfelf againfc the malicious accufations ot my

enemies.

M v political conduit haying been honoured with your full approbation I ,  the two fpecific 
charges lately exhibited again (T  me, upon the exchange ot rupees, and the exorbitant expences o f 
my office, are the fubjedis which require further explanation.— And here I muft obierve, that the 
late Governor General, veiled with the powers o f  your Government, and Hyder B eg Caw n with 
defpotic fway over the V iz ie r ’s dominions, have not produced a angle evidence in fupport ot their 
accufations.

{lad I been guilty o f the crimes alledged againft me, the proofs might furely have been obtained 
when inclination and power were a&ive in the tearch,— 1< or the M iniiter, countenanced and pro* 
tefted by the firft M ember o f your Adminiftration, could with impunity have promifed rewards to 
alw  native who fliould have flood forth as my accufer, while on the other hand it is probable that he 
threatened to infliS  punilhment on thofe who Ihould conceal the knowledge ot tranfaftions which 
might any way tend to criminate my Conduct. I conceive I do not deviate from propriety, m form- 
jng fuppofitions, a mode of reafoning for which the late Governor has eftabhihed the precedent.

« |i W hilft the V iz ie r  and his M.-inifters poffefted their proper authority, an adherence to the 
«  rates of the table of allay was of little prejudice to them, becaufe they had it in their option to 
a make their payments in whatever Ipecies they pleafed; but after the Engljfh refluent aiiumed 
*t and obtained a controul over the finances, the lofs was heavily felt; it might be fuppofed, that the 
“  relident would make ufe o f his influence to caufe a great proportion o f the payments to be made 
« in thole fpecies which were on the affay table molt depreciated in companfon of their current, or 
«  intrinlick value, fence he could immediately exchange them to the Merchants at a very considerable 
« advantage to himfelf.”  T h e  reafoning above Hated I have already refuted in my addrefs o f the 
2d of O ftober 1784 § ;  but in corroboration of what I then advanced, I now beg leave to obierve, . 
that no European at Lucknow  could have effected a Angle point of importance, M ajor Palmer alone 
excepted, and that Gentleman, as private A gent to M r. Mailings, was intimately connected with, 
and the confidential advifer of the M imfter. T h u s fituated, with pofitive knowledge that Hyder 
Beg Caw n was my inveterate enemy and malicious accufer, is it to be fuppoied that 1 could be lo  
deficient in common fenie and prudence, as tofum iih  him with the certain means ot effecting 

my ruin ?

T h e  fuppofition therefore o f the late Governor General, that I  influenced the Exchange, as well 
as his pofitive aflertion, that I afllimed and obtained a controul over the finances of the \  rzier, 1 
moft folemnly declare to be totally void of foundation.

I am fupnorted by a moft refpeitable authority when I affert, that your Government alone is com
petent to eitablifh equitable rules o f  exchange. T h e  authority to which I  allude is fo much m point, 
that I hope the Honourable the Governor General will pardon me for quoting it in this place.
_« A  table affay afcertaining from our mint the intrinfiek value of each coin, and prelcubed ny
a  this Governm ent as the ftandard by which all monies are to be eftimateu, is the only check: that 
«  law can efiablifb. to prevent irnpofition in receipts or difburfements of monies fo various m value 
«  and eftimation — Such a table affay was preferibed by your Governm ent m the year 1776, as 
the ftandard by which ail monies ihould be received and dilburfed; and from this ftandard I never ui 
the leaft deviated, nor indeed could I have done it with propriety, or the hope of lately.

Exchange o f money has always been produ&ive o f advantage to individuals under every G overn- 
‘ ment. M r. Macpherfon, in his minute already referred to, has uJed the following words, which as 
they apply to the preceding obfemvtion to the praftice o f this fervice, he w ill, !  hope, excuie my 
infertile.— '“  In general f  know that all Collectors o f Revenue, or their N ative Agents, and all 
« diftmrfers o f  large fums, or their Native Agents in this country, muft have a profit upon the 
« exchange or batta, when claims are of many different kinds, and o f local, and often of arbitrary 
« value. -— H aving then the fanftion of Governm ent, the known general ufage o f the fervice, as 
well as the example of my predeceffors, to juftify this part o f  my conduit, I will not pretend to 
deny that emoluments were made at Lucknow  by the fhroffage, or exchange of rupees. I he fame 
regard to truth, which leads me to make this confeffion, now impels me alfo to declare, that the 
amount was for fliort o f the enormous fum ftated in the fallacious account o f Hyder B eg C aw n.
I hold it to be a felf-evident propofition that M r. Haftings, who exdufively prefixed for a fenes ot 
years over the Honourable Company’s affairs at the Court o f  Oude, muft have known lorne, emo
luments were attached to the Office o f Refident. Could it be fuppofed that your repreientat,ve at

+ Vide eticlofure, No. 3. % Conf. 31 December 1783. II Mr. Haftings to the
Honourable Board, dated the 14th June 1784. § Vide enclofore, No. 1. * Mr. Macpherfon s
Minute, dated oth, and entered on Conf. 14th December 1784-
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, .C' f J t o  ^pport 1) ^nfe!f with becoming dignity on one tfcoufand rupee? rter month , 

rum infinitely left indeed than the allowances granted to every Gentleman employed in L  nol lcaf 
branch of your fe*«ce *  ? Permit me to make a compand;,/ between my a '!L a n ce s  as W
and thofe of many o f the Company’s civil .fcrvams, my juniors in r u b  who Z L T s  u i ]
appointments of much lefs refponfibility, and uacloggcd with thofe extmordirnrv « - n f  m u 
in my R a t io n  Were unavoidable. 1 believe, G e n t l f L n ,  wh,ch
pafatively trifling, and everyw ay inadequate to the appointment f  h id V \ o n  s,,r ♦  V Y j  C0? “ 
appointment which M r. Hailing* has termed « the m o l  important in the fervicr both with t la tfc n  

to its political magnitude, and the great pecuniary intereft attached to i t f . ”  f*

I appeal then to the candour o f your Honourable Board w!iprh,-v »  • C ,  .
fen ces, l a m  not juftified In a fe t in g , that the late G ovem er G en eraf muft 
o f  feme emoluments being made by the Refident at O w de ; and vh -th er anv could In T  7 
fair or honourable than thofe derived from an exchange, the rates o f  which had '• Vt, cen 
o f your Governm ent, and were cfrabiifhed by l o n f  precedenT w l  *£*
that at any period I endeavoured to influence the Shroffs, or others to riife or’ d can be proved, 
o f  the different rupees, for my own advantage, or even if H n S f i S d ' r  
than to receive .aid diiburfe the public money, at the Exchange L e d ’ by yom H on o r a b t Bom ! I 
readily admit that I  ihould deferve the greatelf difgrace and levereft mmifhmeHt !  p  ?  1
the law could inflicl on m e; but in juft,fee to myfclf, I denvTvenPrhe ;2 n l y°  f 9 ° ™ Cnt «  
adt j and I muft repeat, that had fuch influence been exerted the late G o  iernor °C ^  fl ĝ ,tjous af  
the channel o f Hvder Beg C W  might eafdy have S 3
doubt lefs have produced it— I /hall now proceed to reply to the fecond c h a r m - ■ ' a  d 
on the exorbitant expences o f  the R efid en cy  here I  entirely ao-ree wit h th x£ r  tw* ag^nlft me, 
that ii' the allowances objefied to by the Vizfer were e f t a h l i f i  by
prevmus content or knowledge o f his Highneft, the precedent ought n o fib  E S S  but T L i  !  
confidence when I aflert, that both the Nabob and his M in ifW  but * «-el a
charges ftili greater than thofe for which m y conduct has been arraigned i t a v e  i m a f f i f e r v e !  
that thofe charges did not originate with, nor were they in every prrficular a n o ro v S n f t  b 
w:,.s m y intention to have reduced them as food as I hadcFefted th i important chano-es and S * *  
turns pointed out m my mftnuftions, as the grand obieSs to which n v  • rwnrinn th ° n  u f egufe-

t S S y  feflft cm m S d ^  rederrW T ^ rable B ° arJ £°  th° fc illft^ > o n s ,Uit will b efo m d  that they infift on a fpeedy and effectual alteration in almoft every department o f  fh„ w ,  £
Government. T o  have attained a competent knowledge- of m L « s  fo cX plm ated to l  l *
examined accounts purpofely involved by the M inifter In intricacy and oonfufion f i u  f
impracticable, without the zeal and adtive, affiftance o f the Gen'Iemcm attached to I  S r1" ”  ^
diligence and.confirm- application deferved, in mv opinion, f c S f i S ? f t
their co n d u t could not:have merited, nor Ihould it have been requited, bypunifhn ent and fuch
tliey would have deemed a reduction o f their falaries, which had from the u f J e  o f v— f L  h
lidered as permanent, not to be done away but by the exprefs orders o f the bee“  «*n“
attempted to prevail on the M inifter to Curtail 7  h S V s a l w L t  f e a L S
enormous their amount being no lefs a fum than 8, r 36 rupees, cxclufiveof w L t i J m w i n  Z

c o S e n m t ■ T r ,ge°!1 °  * *  R  ■ n ti but f t  advicG as that Gentleman obferves, was treated wfeh 
1 7  ,; I  rp c a t, however^ ,t was my delign to have leflened thefc falaries, provided the V fe fe A  

confent could have been obtained, whenever I could have accompli (lied the ohieift o f • ir '
Had I  begun the arduous talk o f reformation in my own d e m S n r « ! ? d m i  7 J
entmdy engrofledin tranfmitting and anfwering representations to your Honourable Bo-rd o^m att-rs 
comparatively infignificant with thofe important charges o f the Nabob’ s Government i
O,Cored ,o c „ „  i „ ,„  immediate « e c u ti? „ . I had , £

o n o S S T c t r -  m 7  S P J ?  T ,eS m r  P“ d * ,* ■  V h h r ’ “ “  t o ’,h e"m  

» Cour :  o f D ir' a °r’  • * * calf ,h-

M r. Haft mgs, in his minute, dated the 7 th o f December 1784, has exprefied himfelf as follows :

« “ after * C V.^ ?T*8 M inifler »*«*>«»«* that the amount which his
« ana s o f t c  S  no S ^  ^  f° r the charges o f the ^f.dr-ncy, and the allow.
“  magnitude■ o f ■ ntr .m? nth> I Own I was ftaitied at the 
“  admit o f it.”  5 1 * ays hefitating m my mind, whether I could with propriety

« A e T e f i f e u r ' S ^ e i f t r y n  5f  Dect'nlber 1784, he affurcs the Board, “  that the allowance o f 
■ dents, drawn either in the tunc o f M r. Bnftow, or his predcceflbr M r. Middleton, never

December‘I 7V j ! l0nd’  Anderfon* .fohnfon' Browne,' ?nd Turner, f  Vide Minute, dated a3d

H it ! “  were
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«  were authorized by him, excepting in the Angle inftance o f M r, Trevor W heeler, which the 
“  accufatidns of M r, B riftow  and M r. C  owpcr -oblige and compel hint to acknowledge.”

N o w  though the abfence o f M r. Middleton precludes the poffibility of a pofitive proof that M r.
M ailings was informed o f  all th e' allowances which were paid by the Refident, ftill there exifts a 
fh-ong prefumptive one, as will appear, that he was neither ignorant of, nor averfe to, the V iz ie r ’s 
•‘•ranting large falaries to more than one European Gentleman, !m the firft place, I fbalJ Inftance 
M r. Thom as, who, • xclufive o f his pay from the Company, which was 1,200 rupees, claimed from 
the V izier, with M r. Haftings’ s know ledge*, 8,136 rupees per month. Secondly, the late G overnor 
General avows his authorizing M r. T revo r W heeler’ s receiving 5,000 rupees per month. In this 
place I take the liberty to remind your Honourable Board of that Gentlem an’s being m y fourth affiftant.
W a s  it natural to fuppafc, that he alone enjoyed jfuperior allowances ?' or was it not more confonant 
to rcafon, for M r. Raftings to conclude, that my other affiftants were permitted to receive falaries 
from the Nabob fuperior or inferior to M r. W heeler’s, according to their 'refpeftive ranks in the 
Com pany's fervice ? Surely it could not be conceived that I  would, by to unjuftifiable. a partiality 
in favour o f M r. W heeler, create jealoafies and difguft in the minds ofevery Gentlem an belonging 
io my department. L aftly, to ftiew that M r. Haftings knew and approved o f large falaries, I beg 
leave to annex the copy o f a letter, which nothing but the neceflity o f felt-defence fhould ever have 
induced me to make public— it requires no comment. . •

“  Dear Briftow,
«  Sir Eyre Coote has Some field allowances to receive from, the Vizier, they amount to ficca 

«  rupees 15,554. per month, and he has been paid up by the V iz ie r  to the 20th Auguft 1782.
“  T h e  Governor has dire&ed me to write to you, to requeft you to receive what is due from the 
“  V izier  from the zoih  Auguft laft, at the rate o f  Lucknow ficca rupees 15,554. per month, and 
“  fend me a bill for the amount, the receipt o f  which I  will acknowledge in the capacity o f  Sir 
“  Eyre Coote"s attorney; and the Governor defires, that you will continue to receive Sir E yre 
“  C oote’s field allowances at the fame rate, and remit the money to me as it  comes in.”

“  Calcutta, January 25th, 1783. (Signed)
C H A R L E S  C R O F T E S .”

Permit me to requeft your Honourable Board will bear in mind, that I could derive no poffible 
advantage, but incur perlbttal rifque, from profufely lavifhing, without authority, the public money 
on Gentlemen, rnoft o f whom were unconnected with me in any other relation than my official 
cap acity; - when thefe fitfts and arguments are allowed their full weight, I hope and believe your 
Honourable Board will admit, I had fufficient grounds to prefume that the allowances now com 
plained of were not only authorized by the V izier, who has palled them without objedfion in his ac
counts for fucceeding years, but were alfo approved by your late Prefident, who has even continued 
the falaries to Meffrs. Bruce and T a ylo r to this day, although they form a part o f  the inadmiflible 
charges objedied to by the Nabob V izier  in my account.

M r. Ik.dings, in his minute dated the 7th o f December 1784, (peaking o f  charges incurred by 
the Nabob’s verbal orders, obferves, “  W ere I once convinced that fuch an amicable intercourfe had 
“  always exifted, and that M r. Briftow  had uniformly {hewn on other occafions an equal degree o f  
“  delicacy towards the Nabob V iz ie r, I might have been induced to allow thofe arguments great 
“  weight, and have contented m ylelf on the V  izier’s difavowing his function, w ith merely afeertaining 
“  the reality o f  the expenditures, and the reafonablenefe o f  the funis charged. But our records 
“  o f  laft year are filled with remonftrances written even previous to thole expenditures, which im- 
u  prefs us with ideas very different from delicacy and amicable intercourfe.”  I  have ever confidered 
and treated the complaints preferred againft trie b y  the Vizier as proceeding from his M inifter, wlso 
it  is notorious holds his Sovereign in entire thraldom, and has often “ dared tou fe  the Nabob’s name,
“  and even affixed his feal to letters, either di&ated to the N abob, or written without his know - 
“  ledge f . ” — T o  prove, however, that an amicable intercourfe did actually exlft, I  fubmit to the 
perufa! o f your Honourable Board traullations o f  a correfpondejice (N o. 2.) "that paffed between the 
V izier and me, a ftiort time after thofe remonftrances alluded to b y  the late Governor General were 
m ade; when the V izier wrote thefe letters he was abfent from his Minifter, and therefore, it may 
be prefumed, he (poke the genuine dictates o f  his heart. M an y o f the articles o f  expence which 
Hyaer Beg Caw n aflcr.ts to have been incurred without the confent or knowledge o f  the V izier, I have 
produced written authority fo r; this'wilful mifreprefentation I conceive' is o f iti'elf fufficient to in
validate his evidence, but I can further prove that for years paft he has uniformly perforated me with 
complaints and crimination, which had no other foundation than malice. O n e o f the j.tft events of 
my Efficiency in the year 1776 , was the recommendation o f this identical M inifter to the ftation he 
at prelent fill;. I  fupported him with your authority, and firft recommended him to your notice,—
It was impotable that I could entertain any other than the m oil friendly difpofition towards the man

* V jd f C r.fyitation, a 5 ^ N ovem ber, in which the late Governor General recorded M r. Thom as’s 
Application to him for thefe identical Allowances. f  Vide Letters o f Initruftions from the late 
Governor General to the Refident at the V izier’s Court, dated 23d Oftober 17S2.

(% ~ b
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whofe elevation I had thus affifted, and it could only be my w ife to unite with him In the execu
tion o f the public fervice; far different fentiments, however, pofli-fted tlie rnihd o f Hyder Beg 
C a w n ; for, unprovoked by any offence on my part, he, in the year 1781, inffigated complaints 
againft me in the name of the frabob V izier j I had at that period the honour to be your Resident 
at the Court o f O w de for the management o f political affairs, and as my office was diverted o f 
influence and authority, there could be no objedt o f  contention between us, and It. is, difficult to 
reconcile the conduit o f Hyder Beg Cawn in preferring thefe ill-founded and unprovoked complaints 
with the principles either o f honour or gratitude.

In October 1782 your Honourable Board thought proper to refolve on arrangements, which 
feould correct the multiplied evils that exitted in the V iz ie r ’s Government, and did me the honour 
o f feledting me for this important fruft. T h e  whole period of my Refulenqy parted in contorts with 
Hyder Beg C a w n ; his object was to refill, mine to execute your orders. N o  fituation, no conduct 
could guard me from his calum ny; for the very regulations propofed by me, in ftridt conformity to 
your commands, were made the bafis o f his complaints. In faying thus much on the chara&er and 
condudl o f the M inifter, I conceive myfeff perfectly in order, as he is not only my accufer, but alfo 
the foie evidence againft me j complaints injurious to my character have for a long time compofed a . 
voluminous part o f  your proceedings, and, though fucceffively refuted, have been renewed with 
equal eagerneft and inveteracy. W h at reparation, what fatisfacHon am I to receive f  I atii myfel£ 
amenable to the laws o f my country, but my accufer is exempt from our jurifdidlion; and may there
fore, if  any purpofe is yet to be anfwered, continue to fabricate his falfehoods without any apprehen- 
fion o f punifoment, and with every local advantage.

T hough in the beginning of this letter I declared my refolution to refrain from remarking on the 
injurious epithets M r. Haftings has fo liberally bellowed on my conduct, I may, I think., without 
departing from this profeftion, be allowed to obferve, that thofe epithets, however properly they 
might have been ufed by my accufer, were unbecoming the dignity o f  the Governor General, and 
irrc.concileable with the impartiality o f a judge. N or will it, I imagine, be confidered improper or 
difrefpedlful to accompany this defence with fome extracts (N o . 3.) from the late Governor 
General’s minutes written at different periods, whereby it will appear that his opinion of my public 
character frequently varied from bad to good, and good to bad, according to times, circum fiances, 
and Situations.

In conclufion, I  make it my requeft, in which I hope to be indulged by your Honourable Board, 
that this addrefs may go a number in the packet to the Honourable Court o f Directors, with a 
reference to thefe letters noted in the margin, which form the firft part o f my reply to the accula- 
tions preferred againft me by the late Governor G eneral, the Nabob V izier, and his Minifter Hyder 
Beg Caw n.

I have the Honour to be, with the higheft refpedl,
Gentlemen,

Calcutta, 22d March, Y our moft obedient,
x78 5. humble fervent,

(Signed) J O H N  B R I S T O W ,

E X T R A C T  o f a L E T T E R  from M R . B R I S T O W  to the H O N O U R A B L E  the G O V E R 
N O R  G E N E R A L  and C O U N C I L , dated the 2d o f October 1784.

I  never interfered in the detail, and my general inftructions for the management of’ the Treafury, 
enjoined a rigid adherence to the affa.y table and to the forms in ufe by my predeceffors : when iti the 
month o f September laft *  I laid my accounts for the preceding year (119 0  furtally) before the V izier 
and his Minifters, no fuch objedtions as thofe now  ftated were urged, my accounts were found 

' ftriHly conformable both in form and matter to former ulage, and were approved accordingly. 
Could Hyder Beg C aw n  have difeovered any thing chargeable with fuch matter o f accufation as 
he has now thought proper to produce againft them, it is not probable, that in his anxiety at that 
period to effedl the removal o f your Refident, who without power indeed to controul, yet unceaf- 
ingly watched his condudl— it is not probable, I fay, that, fo circumftanced, he would have negledted 
fo promiftng a profpect o f accompliftitng his favourite objedt; he has ftiewn himfelf anxioufly difpofed 
to criminate my conduct in every inftance, and it is not reafonable to fuppofe he would have admitted 
an accufation o f this nature, when he has not hefitated to produce as charges againft me complaints 
itamped with the unequivocal proofs o f my zeal for your fervice, and his determined oppofition to 
every meafure, however forcibly recommended by you- that militated in any fhape againft the un~ 
controuled power and influence he had fo many years enjoyed over the V izier’s dominions.

A  true extradl.
J O H N  B R I S T O W .

* Should be 1783.
V o x . II . B4> T R A N S L A T I O N
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T R A N S L A T I O N  6 f  a L E T T E R  from the N A B O B  V I Z I E R  to M R . B R I S T O W :
Received M ay 1783.

Ia m  rejoiced by the receipt o f your letterf enclofing the draft o f  an anfwer to M ahajy Sindia, 
and B ow  Buxfhy, and an addrefs from M ajor- Browne. T h e  news o f your health affords rue the 
bigheft fatisfa&iori. B y  the blefring o f G od rny health, is good, and toy heart is ever intent on 
receiving accounts o f  your welfare. I. have caufed letters to be written, agreeable to the drafts 
yc prepared, to M ahajy Stndia and B ow  Buxfhy, and you will pleafe to forward them.

■ Confiderhig my heart anxious for an interview with you, you will write me frequent accounts of 
your health.

T R A N S L A T I O N  o f  a L E T T E R  from the N A B O B  V I Z I E R  to M R . B R I S T O W ;
Received M ay 3d, 1783.

By the Bleffing o f G o d  my health is good and profperotts, arid my victorious army is encamped 
in Bairaitch, M y  mind, itttpreffed with the pureft friendfhlp for you, is ever fearening after the 

'hews o f your health ; and in the midft o f the jo y  o f rny hunting, to which m y inclinations are 
fincerely difpofed, I frequently finite my heart with my nails, in recolleflion. o f you ; for thofe 
reafons it is my fin cere w ife  that yon-will always write me the news o f your welfare and happinefs, 
encreafe the gratification o f my anxious feelings, and diffipate the irkfome apprehenfions of my 
mind, by the nioft pleating intelligence o f your good and profperous health.

M R , B R I S T O W  in Reply, 21ft Jemmady ul fany 1197.

I am honoured with your Highnefs’ s letter, expreflutg your favour towards me, and informing 
me “  that your health is good and profperous, the vidlorious army is encamped at .Bairaitch, that 
“  your heart is highly anxious for the news of my welfare j and that, in the midft o f  your hunt- 
“  trig, to which your inclinations are fincerely difpofed, you often ftrike your heart with Vour nails,
** h' recollection o f  m e f t b r  thefe reafons you requeft me always t» write you the news o f my 
“  welfare and happinefe, thereby to encreafe the gratification o f your anxious feelings, and diifipate 
** the irkfome apprehenfions o f your mind, by the moft pleafing intelligence-of my good and profper- 
“  ous health.”

Accept o f  my moft grateful thanks, for thefe proofs o f your Highnefs’ s favour, and piay the 
Alm ighty fpread the feade o f his blefSngs over your Highnefs for this recollection o f  me—-I have 
in thefe days received a fhoka from the K ing, and a letter from the Nabob N uyjud ud Dowla, 
dirafting me to apply to your Highnefs to fuffer the exportation o f grain from your dominions.
Similar applications w ill be probably have been made direTly to you through M ajor Browne. Being 
your Highnefs’s fincere well-wifher, I addrefs the Honotnrstble the Governor General, in confc- 
quence o f the drought in your dominions, requefting a remiflion of the duties on grain that might 
be exported from Benares to thefe p arts; as the interefts o f both Governments’ are mutual, in all 
likelihood mv requeft w ill be approved. I have Jifcewife addrefled the Gentlemen at Benares, Patna, 
and Churan Cbupra, defiring they will encourage the Merchants in exporting grain, as in your 
Highnefs’ s dominions the fcarcityis fo feverely felt, that many-of your fubjefte have pertfeed. It is 
not expedient^ that you fhoukl luffer any exportation, at the fame time It is neceffary to ihew a 
deference to his M a jefty ; and I therefore recommend that your Highnefs feould write fuck an anfwer 
to the Royal Shoka as may not caufe offence. H aving from o f old been honoured with your High
nefs’s favour, I hope you will continue to gladden me with frequent letters o f  your health.

From the N A B O B  V I Z I E R , in R eply: Received '30th M ay 1783.

Y o u r pleafing fetter with the news o f  -yoor health to the following purport, in anfwer to mine, 
is received, T h a y  « an anfwer to the Shoka o f the moft holy-and aufpicious K in g, on the fubjedt 
“  fee exportation o f  grain from thefe parts to Delfry, ihould be fo framed as'not to caufe"of- 
“  & ,K'e to -his M ajefty * and that you, with a view  to  the-good o f  -humanity, and from friendship 
“  to me, had adcirelied the Honourable Governor General concerning a remiiTkm o f the duties in 
“  Benares, and 0 j  the Gentlemen o f  Churan Cbupra, Sue. concerning the giving encouragement 
“  to ’Merchants.

Hjfe The
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}  ,ie news o f y°ur welfare, and the other circumftances communicated in veur letter, are clearly 

arid explicitly underftood, and afford me C m sM ion . It  is certain that die improvement o f tny t f-  
tors, and ft#  rood o f  humanity, are even the wife o f your heart. Copies o f  my anfwtr to the 
K in g, the Nabob Mujjeeti uu Dowla, and M irza Shuffer, go  encloftd for your psnifch— GiW o f 
reipecl to the orders of M ajefty, i  have not returned a peremptory denial, hut made fem e  general 
excufes j and it appears that before this, on account o f  the dearneft o f grain, and the dittm isof the 
people, I tllued nay orders to Khewja, Aumdine Almafs A lly  Caw n, Mahomed Beg, See. prohibit
ing the exportation of gram from my dominions.

I am encamped at Nanapara, on account o f  tlie plenty o f game which is in this quarter. T o-dav, 
by the ftrength w th  which the Alm ighty has bluffed me, 1 valiantly, and with fprings like the 
tygei, killed, by thoufands o f arrows and raufket feots, an elephant which would not yield to the 
elephants of the heavens ui fiercenefs, and which in fize would out-top the.mountain:— I wanted 
falvation to a world labouring under his violence. In the fpirit o f  the pureft friendfhip I make this 
communication; and it is incumbent-on you, that, confldering me anxious for your health: you 
always write me letters. 1

A  true tranflation.
J O H N  B R I S T O W .

E X T R  A C T  of oE C R .it I  C O N S U L  R A T I O N S , Fort W illiam , 2 i l l  December 1774.

T h e  Governor g e n e ra l objefts to this propofition, becaufe, in his judgment, M r, flriftow  is not 

ab‘l t'-- ^  1116 °™ Ce’  neither l>y hls kn°wledge of the Perfian language, nor by any diftinguilhed

E X T R A C T  of the P R O C E E D I N G S  o f the G O V E R N O R  G E N E R A L  and C O U N C I L  of 
B E N G A L  m  the S E C R E T  D E P A R T M E N T , the 2d December 1:776.

Governor General.— -I bring- no charge againfc M r. Briftow. I do not accufe him o f any faults.
1 s iw w o f .no t,targe that-was produced againft M r. Middleton when he was removed. T h e  ma 
F Tr,T ° f  the Board thought proper at that'time to remove the public M inifier at the Court o f  the 
Nabob of Oude, woo had received his nomination from me, and to appoint another in his ftetd 
m wnom they had a confidence. Highly as I efteemed the merits o f M r. Middleton, I will not brinr 
them into an invidious companion with thofe o f M r. Briftow, whom, though totally unknown to 
me but. by his public charader, I efteem. ® 3 '

E X T R A C T  o f the P R O  C E E  D I N G  S o f  the G O V E R N O R  G E N E R A L  and C O U N C I L  
Of B E N G A L , in their Publick Department, the 2d October 1780.

. G en era l,--! wdl a(k w!.10 >s M r  Briftow, that a Member o f the Adminiftration fhould
* t,llie h°ld him forth as an mftrument for the degradation o f the firft executive Member 

of this G overnm en t: What are the profefled objefts o f  his appointment? W hat are the merits o f 
his fervices ? O r  what the qualifications which entitle him to fuch uncommon diftindtion ? Is it 
uom his fuperioi' integrity, or from his eminent abilities, that he is to be dignified at fuch hazard 
.fa rw  confederation that ought to influence the Members o f  the Adminiftration? O f  the former 
( is mtegrity) I know no proofs; I am fore it is not an evidence of it that he has been enabled to 
make himfelf the principal in fuch a competition ; and for the toft o f his abilities I appeal to the

1 d r f . f  r f hAhe bil8*d2^ . tp w nt® t0. * ,s B ? ard> and whici,r> 1 am afhamed to fay, we have fuffered.
7  that a copy o f it m a yb e inferted m this day’s proceedings, that it may ftand before the 

J  V . V 7  °f dle Board, when he fhall give his vote upon a queftion for giving their
conndtnce to a man ^.beir fervant) wno has pubhckly infulted them (bis mafters) and the Members
n ; * a GoVem r eflt7 ? wn.°P owes his obedience; who afluming an aflociation with the C ourt o f 

and. eredm S h i m f e l f  into a tribunal, has arraigned them for difobedience o f  orders 
f j S i r I g r a c n t  upon them, and condemned or acquitted them as their magiftrate or fuperior— L et 

c°nf*der,.whether a man poftefted o f  fo independent a fpirit, who has already (hewn a con- 

rie2ociator forr h i w  w  *  has d,ew"  h 'm felf fo wretched an advocate for his own caufe, and
cuhon o f t S r m f T  1 ? ’ 18 ^ - t0 be r 7 fted ,with the guardianfhip o f their honour, the exe-
India. ™ rurcSj and as their confidential manager and negotiator with the princes o f

j  , - ' ; ■ ,

E X T R A C T



t -o ] § L
~ > L ‘ < , > l , f ; r . t , J6'

E X T R A C T  o f a L E T T E R  from the H O N O U R A B L E  fee G O V E R N O R  G E N E R A L  
to E D W A R D  W H E L E R  and J O H N  M A C P H E R S G N  Efquircs, dated upon the Ganges, 
near Sookfagore, 2?.d September 1782.

I had the pleafure o f  finding, upon fee moft impartial inquiry, that the eondud of M r, -Briftow, 
durin» his former refidence at the Court o f  the V izier, had been proper and attentive ; I accordingly 
wifheti to recommend him to fucceed the prefent Refident, provided the V izier had no reafonable 
objediions to his appointment,

E X T R A C T  of a M E M O R A N D U M  tranfmitted in Conformity to the Order o f the H O N O U R 
A B L E  the G O V E R N O R  G E N E R A L , by M A J O R  D A V Y  to M R . B R I S T O W , in a 
Letter dated the 7th October 1782.

M ajor Palmer to : .form the Nabob and his minifters, that M r. B riftow  is not the choice o f fee 
Gentlemen of Council, but the G overnor’s own and foie choice has now been formed on the moil 
perfed knowledge o f his integrity, honour, and abilities.

E X T R A C T  of the H O N O U R A B L E  the G O V E R N O R  G E N E R A L ’S M I N U T E  into
C O U N C I L , the 30th September' 1783.

1$ it poffible that I could have ufed fo much delicacy, and affeded fuch a tendernefs towards the 
Nabob, i f  I  meant to fend a tyrant to rule over him ?

I firal! forbear to fpeak my apprehenfions o f the confequences, i f  it fhall be finally refolved by the 
Members o f this Board, that M r. B riftow  fhall be formally veiled with the powers o f  ruling the do
minions appertaining to the Nabob Affoph ul Dowla, and guaranteed to him again!! all invaders by 
afacred treaty, by which the faith and honour o f the Britifh nation, and not the Company alone, 
are pledged to maintain it— a fyftem o f fuch controul cannot (iibfift on conftm dive pow ers; and i f  
the Board do not notify to M r. B riftow  the declaration which I have made o f the revocation o f 
them, which he received from me, and which he has grofsly abufed, I final!; and at his peri! let him 
hereafter quote them as Containing the authority for his a d tio n sth o fe  who abet him in his con- 
d u d  ought to prefciibe to him fee rule o f i t ; when I am made acquainted with feat rule, I will 
record my opinion o f it. W ould to G od  I could prevent it, and the dreadful confequences, which, 
however qualified, muft attend the exercife o f any dominion built on fuch a foundation, and com 
mitted to fuch a ruler !

E X T R A C T  of fee G O V E R N O R  G E N E R A L ’S M I N U T E  upon M R . J O H N S O N ’ S
Defence ; Confultation, 21ft O dober.

Upon fee whole, though I have ftr id ly  delivered m y opinion on M r. Johnfon’s defence, I muft 
add, that I think he has been fufficiently punifhed by the deprivation of his office, and by fee feve- 
rity with which it was immediately effeded: “  N o t to be worfe ftands in fome rank of praife.”
His faults fink to mere errors and inadvertencies, when compared with thofe o f his principal, and are 
wholly loft in fee contrail with thofe o f  fee prefent Refident.

T r u e  Extrads
(Signed) J O H N  B R  I S T  O  W .

Ordered, T h a t fee Secretary do acknowledge the receipt o f M r, Briftow’s letter, and its enclo- 
fures, and acquaint him, that copies thereof were tranfmitted, agreeable to his requeft, to the 
Honourable Court o f  Diredors, with the difpatches, by the Hinehingbroeke.

.
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D E  A  D  the following Letter from the Accountant General.

I T o  die H O N O U R A B L E  W A R R E N  H A S T I N G S , Efouire, G O V E R N O R  G E N E R A L
& c. C O U N C I L  o f F O R T  W I L L I A M .

Honourable Sir, and Sirs,
I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt o f  your commands o f ycfterdny’s date, direft- 

ing c e  to prepare “  an accurate ftaternent o f all the allowances paid by the N abob V izie r  finee 
“  the treaty of Cnunar, with the vouchers for them, and to tranfinit the lame to your Honourable 
“  Board without delay.”

In obedience to thefe commands, all the public accounts o f the Lucknow  Ration, in which I  
have any official concern, have been carefully infpe&ed, and are not found to contain, an entry f  
any Rich payment; nor have there ever been tranfmitted from that Ration to this office any other 
vouchers than the copies o f fuch as appear to have been taken for the monthly allowances o f the 
Honourable Company’s covenanted fervants and furgeon attached to the Ration, paid by the Refident, 
and carried to the Honourable Com pany’s debit.

T here is however an inRance which may appear in fome meafure a deviation from this aftertion, 
and fomewhat analogous to the defeription given o f thefe required by the Board. T h is  occurs in 
the month o f M arch .1783, and is Rated as follows, in the entry made thereof, to the debit o f the 
Nabob.

I have the honour to be, with great reipect,
Fort W illiam , Honourable Sir and Sirs,

Accountant G en. Office, Y o u rm o ft obedient humble Servant,
14th D ec. 1785. (Signed) W m . L A R K I N S ,

Account. General.

Am ount paid M ajor Palmer his allowance for three months, on a 
deputation to Fyzoola Cawn -  —  —  —  ’ __ 9,000

Paid M r. Grant his allowance for three months, as affiRant' to 
the deputation —  —  —  —  —  4,500

F y z d 16 Sun Sicca Rupees 13,500

— ....... ................... ....................................................................... ............ . .  , — -------------------

< ' ' '
■ I . w ' '

„  , the 7th Decem ber 1784.
G overnor General.

T T  is with concern I am forced to take up the fubjedl o f the charges againft M r. Briftow  at the
moment of the difpatch of the furprize, and at a juncture when fo many important affairs, affedting 

the immediate interefts ov this Governm ent, prefs on my attention, and fcarce leave me time to rea l 
die letters and papers which he has fent us in defence and juftifitation o f  his conduct, much M . to 
enter into a difeuffion of the leveral arguments he has tiled, in Fo minute and precife a manner ■ the 
juftice which I think due from us to the Nabob V izier  would require. I muft confine myfelf to a 
fummary examination o f the principles on which M r. B riftow  juftifies his withholding the fums which 
the N abob V izier has claimed from him, thefe are as follow, v iz.

j ft. The pradtice o f his predeceffors.
zdly. T h e  orders o f  the Board.
qdly. T h e  moderation of the expences and allowances he has charged.
4 tWy* T h e  fandlion o f the N abob Vizier, expreffed in writing.
5thly. T h e  verbal famStion o f the Nabob V izier.

rhefe principles do not all apply to every one o f the charges, they afe iifed differently in jufti- 
ncation o f different articles; I {ball therefore examine them Separately, and touch on the principal 
articles juftihed under each.

ift. T h e  Practice o f  his Predeceffors.

, ? n tlu’s gtownd that M r. Briftow  chiefly juftifies the heavy expences with which he has charged 
e V izier, as well as the method which he has ufed in calculating the batta on the fums received in

VOl,, II. C  f. . . : “  ,... .v  c . 1  eft ■ payment

■ G°iSx * v
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^  T h a v e  thus fummarily c o a t e d  me ^  ^  M r. L n a o w  ^ uft̂ e

the firfl place} U muft <£-*'«* G°***“f m e n e f  wbu* heap-

s s « s s ^  2 r s » t s « %  * -  f» ' vi “ " » *

' ,  „ „ e  p * i  over the « W -  conveyed b v M r .
which he L  made of a quotation from my « m h ^ o w  L s  made to my iaftrudiions, in partial 
i i n  o f the unbecoming references winch M r. Hr it * h h k  tenor o f which w as a grofs op-

» J & S £  ,V PK f » t  r n *  «  “  o w n w , t h
liifcuffions not immediately in point* £  _

I „  the eoiirfe of this minute adjulcd. ’ i  do not,' however,

^ s S i dtT i ' f t f o i w h ; 5 f t .
S i d y  fwelted our records beyond then p o p .) p n p  v> ^  & bj ea  with that cool indifference 
froument- and it may perhaps be difficult for m ntm  to p »  coi,tJroverfial debates, winch would 
which Suffice requires, or without again entetm m ^  { & much more advantageoully beftowed on 
neceffimly employ that time and attention v ch ■ cx(Vfeffing  feph fentiments, I  (houid happen • to

S I S # =
r  « * £ ■ * - “ * “ t o  - f™  *
*  1  ̂ ' (Signed) W A R R E N  HASTINGS.

Mr. s“u' s^ -V 7 ;fJ 'T ih “ » c £ T f .£  ?“m t l T “ cPuiV y %£?-> “
fmee the treaty o f U m nar, wm c -rA T U R S
before the Board. (Signed) I-  S T  A o L k  ■

L e t  it.
f  W . H.

fegW { j. M‘F.
M r Macpherfoti, ^nrfnritw the G overnor General’s minute ol ytflerda^, ort

1 h aT j.d t ta l time to b “ "  “ t « J  fjainll him by the V i.le, « d  his M,miter.

B r i W . «  —  to 0-  ■ * ** »  eonfideratton o f
. , r  • : art(i inflice to the Company, are equally requirea

J ^ S Z o t t j r f ’ the A „ c e  t i t l e d  .p ie lU h e m  .

T o  pals judgment or. each, particular charge,. ^ t e l l  o f 
the nature of a judicial duty, and as Inch, the opinion gnj i * n g ; gh,c that even a difference of 
t  ■ impartiality’ and clear difcrimination of the judge. I do no *  fof my Q

opinion in 4  « J  £ £  3 7 ^  t t S d S  any fu r th l  jufffficanon he may

B e t X “ 3 £ £ ^  t « , «  ■ »» * * * * *

T h e  fubjefl o f  the b .tta, end the V i .ie r ’ s A ^ " hT X e f e  5 ”l A t o t  " m l f i m i  clettrly,

ht-ui In ffenefal, I  know, that all o o u e c w w i  . ’ muft have a profit upon the weenany: y
h r i ’ turns”of money, or their native agents, m thu c  . ^  , fe n  &  arbitrary value.--- A  table
I S  S e r e  coins are o f many different kmds, a n d o f and prefcribct{ hy this G overn -

-iitav afeertaining from our mint the intrin i < ■ , , ,  t]ie on]y check that law can eftab.*;.t
m = „ T * e  fcm J.tJbytt.h ich  .11 B o n ie .a te  ,md eftimation. . I k .
S  w etent impofttiom in receipt ot d ,fc « ^ e n t  t t v o ^ i o  ™  B „ H  frnm .ndI tr.the
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M W ^ ^ a t t a .  ’i * fifltew* .'nay be in this idea, we know? for certain, that the laudable efforts o f this 

< government to bring all rupees in the provinces into the coin o f ficca rupees at our mint, ha-e not 
yet iucceeded fo as to preclude the profits of a ihoufiutd flu-offs, and the currency o f different rupees 
m every dtftnyL m  our mveftigations in D avy Sing’s collections at Rungpore, the DevuiviOa 
makes an extraordinary article, and thews what a fource o f  em bankm en t, profit, and oppref- 
i'.on the Variable batta or rupees muft occafion, i f  there is no eftablifhcd ftandard.

O n  other grounds, this charge about the batta conftitutes a ferious queflion. Should it be found 
tuat M r. Briftow has truly made an immenfe profit by the batta, and that fuch profit was even accu
mulated under the ftn £  letter of the affay batta table eftablifhed by this Government in 1776,
1 am.of opinion that the Company have a claim upon him ; they know  a proceis by which he can b<j 
mace anfweraole, and it is their duty afterward to render the V izier the juftice to which they may 
think his Higlmeis entitled, 3 7,7

I he Company will reandy believe that iucli exceffive profits, i f  they are real, originated at an 
earlier period than M r. Briftow’s late charge o f the Reftdency at Oude ; and that other Refidents 
and othei Collectors 01 Revenue at Oude are equally relponfiblc to refund what they may have uit- 
ju fily  acquired by the profits o f  batta.

Relative to the other heavy charge o f unauthorized dlfburfements, M r. Briftow ’s defence has 
opened an extraordinary and alarming feene. Immenfe allowances paid to the Company’s fervants at 
Lucknow, without the official authority o f this Government, and, as the Governor General declares, 
without his knowledge, except: in the inftances he mentions.

W hether it was the V izier or his Minifters, or the Lite or former Refidents, by their own authority, 
that inftituted tfiefe allowances, the Company have equal ground o f alarm.

F or my own part, I declare, that though I knew generally that the Company’s covenanted fervants 
refiding at Lucknow  could not live there on their Company’s allowances o f two or three hundred 
rupees a m onth; and though J heard o f fortunes made by military and civil fervants at Oude, 
yet 1 never knew before that there were fpeciftc allowances o f  two, three, five, and fix thoufimd 
rupees per. month granted to different Company’s fervants at Lucknow , nor that a lack o f rupees 
a year was granted to the commanding officers o f our brigades in Oude, befides their Company’s 
allowances, in confidenttion o f their Bazars. A s  the fervants are known whp received theft allow
ances, it would be eafy.to call upon them feparately, to learn by what authority they-either claimed 
or received fuch extraordinary advantages.

But on fuch fubje&s, as the Governor General has juftly and generally obferved, the temper n e- 
cdlary to conduit our prefent more materia! concerns, and the attention which ought to be perhaps 
exchdively devoted to  them, might be difturbed; for the tafk o f inveftigating the advantages o f in
dividual fervants can never be. pleafing, nor favourable to unanimity: befides, great relative ques
tions strife from every inveftigation relative to the affairs o f Oude.

It  is a principle in Jaw as well as juftice, that the aceufers, as well as the accufed, fhould be in 
certain reipects amenable to juftice, i f  their accufations are found unjuft, vexatious, or originating 
from unfair motives. T h e  V iz ie r  and Hyder B eg C aw n  may eafily and at any time accnfe the 
Company’s fervants that^are employed in Lucknow  and in O t.d e ; but fhould their accufations 
(which is poffible) be unjuft, or directed from views to 1 .■ difengaged from all agency on the part 
o f the Company, it is the duty of the Company to obtain redrefs for their fervants, and to be upon 
their guard againft views o f any feparate intereft. Hyder B eg C aw n  was like-wife accufed by M r. 
Briftpw of malverfation. in-his office, and o f an appropriation of immenfe revenues, and we have yet 
to fee whether the V izier and his M inifter w ill faithfully fulfil the engagements under which the R e - 
fidency was withdrawn, or whether the arrangements made by the Governor General for increafing 
the V iz ie r ’s Revenues arc to be faithfully maintained by the V iz ie r ’s Government.

Upon the whole o f this important fubjeft, I agree with the G overnor General to refer if in its 
prefent ftate, with the letters which the G overnor General has addreffed to us in confequence o f the 
V izier’s complaints, and with M r. B riftow ’s anfwers to the fpeciftc charges preferred againft him, to 
the Honourable Court o f Directors, for their opinion and decifion ; declaring at the fame time my 
readinefs to continue any further inveftigation o f the fubjett here, i f  the other Members o f  the 
Board are fo difpofed. 1

1 he complaints againft M r. Middleton and M r. Johnfon were left to the opinion and decifion o f 
the Company, with this difference, that in fome inftances, where the charges appeared not fully ex
culpated, a want o f  exculpation was pronounced, but no puniftiment inflicted. But the charges 
againft theft Gentlem en were of a different nature from thofe againft M r. B rifto w ;— they were 
chiefly charges of political delinquency.' T h e  charges againft M r. Briftow go to his property, as 
well as his character as a political agent, ' . •

V o  1.. II. b D d  ' O S  •th ere


