L

The moft difcourag uig circum miftance whit'iﬁ""my:dtitj‘r obliges me m-ebthmun_iéate to you, is an .
inclination to defert, which' daily gains ground amongft our native troops: many have a&tually

forfaken their colovrs, and amongft the remainder, an attachment to this fervice it far from being
eftablithed ; add to this, Gentlemen, ‘the artillery carriages are in a wretched flate, and will requice

confiderable time to put in order for fervice.
! b AT RS

The canemy fill continue encamped near Packauty, with advanced parties detached towards our

1 firlt line near Safu. The Keetchee and Kotah Rajahs, with others of their Rajahpout Allies, have

quitted the field, and returned home; but their army of Jate has been augmented by reinforcements

of Gofaizo infantry, in whofe fervice they feem to place their principal reliance.” As yet I have

had no material propofals from any quarter, and am convinced that none will be made worthy

our natice, or with any other intention than that of amufing us, until by our approach their intereits

become endangered, or until 2 fignal fuccefs againft the ency fliall preclude a poflibility of another
altémnative; |1 AT Al & itk Ll

e

You may be affured, Gentlenten, of ay vigilant exertions to obtain this; but my firfk care muft
neceffarily be that of reconciling the minds of the troops to the labours and duties of the campaign ;
nothing will contribute to this end fo much as a regular and plentiful provifion of grain. If the Rara
lginy, fatter myfelf that 1 fhall be ealy on this head: but if otherwife (which you will perceive may

e the cafe) ‘our refources muft be either drawn from our own country, or we muft go on one fide
into fome fertile neighbouring territory for fupplies; for a direct advance into Malwa under fuch
circumftances, at this fenfon of the year, appears to be impracticable,

1 wait impatiently the determination of ‘the Rana, which, as foon as afeertained, fhall be commus
nicated to the Board.  He has every aflurance from me requifite to infpire him with zeal and confi-
“dence in the alliance. At the fame time 1 judged it uféful to inform him, that until he actually
enters into the fpirit of the caufe, the remains of the Futty Ghurr detachment will be encamped in
his country, in order to protect our convoys of provifions. Thofe regiments will be much weakened

by the drafts to be made from them ; and I beg leave to obferve, that the completing of them can-
not be too early an objelt of attention. i _

’

I thall immediately proceed with the cavalry and the drafts to the army at Suffi, when, I truft,

by as vigorous efforts againft the enemy as dileretion will juftify, and by every pratticable means of

. conciliating the minds of the neighbouring powers, or by working on their apprehenfigns, to bring
your affairs in this part of the country into a favourable train.

Camp near Dongree, I have the honour to be, &,
" a7th June 1781, (Signed) G. MUIR, Col. Commt,
s Copy of a Letter froh Captain Thomas Ford, Perfian Interpreter to Colone} Muir; to Lictutenant
AR George Gowan, at Gualiar,
8y

I have it in command from Colonel Muir, to tranfinit you a proteft in the Perfian language, which,
agreeable to the orders of the Governor General and Council, and from the Rana’s ill-judged cori~
duc, he has been obliged to prepare, againft the proceedings of that prince; accompanying alfo I
fend you a tranflation of that paper. '

It is the Colonel’s pleafure, that immediately upop the receipt of them, you do wait upon the
Maharajah Rana, and inform him of your having them in your poffeffion, and of thefe confequent in-

ftrudtions, to which you are invariably to conform.

After this elucidation, you will pleafe to require from him 2 written engagement, under his feal
and fignature, to join, on a certain fpecific day (not to exceed the tenth from your receipt of this
letter) the army under Col. Muir, agreeably to the fpirit and meaning of the sth article of his treaty
with the Honourable Company, or with fuch force and fupplies of provifion as he can poflibly by
that period colleét for the fervice. '

B&:it‘ fhould the Mziharﬁjah Rana, under any prétext or evafion whaftifocvcr, decline or refufe to enter

into this nt, ory after having entered into it as before fpecified, negleét or be dilatory in its

Vou, IE. e ¥ N Eg:? performance,
s g :
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= tformance, it is the Colonel's &:gﬁtixe, order, in fuch cafe, that you dﬁ‘lmmmfﬂ%h- '

iver to him the Perfian protefty and yaurfelf repair ta this camp witbout lofs of tme, |
 Camp near Dongres, | . I'havsthcﬁéhbwwbt;;.&a{ by A e
gy ieliscn o (Siged) . THOMAS FORD,

: Perfian Interpreter to Col. Muik.
A tyue Copy: it
(et © TR - e e

- L
' s g I

Memorial of Calanel Muir, Mubarig ul Milluck Iftikkar ul Dowlah Behaudur, on the hmmg
| of the Maharajh Rans Chuttur Sing, Luckhindie Delleer Jung Bebudury .+ o0

Wihereas in the moath of December of the Chriftian Aira, one thoufund feven hupdred and (even-
ty-nine, and of the Higera in the month of Zecada, eng thoufund ene ‘hundred and ninety-thres, the
contradting parties, that is to fay, the faid Maharajah Rana an his part, and the Governor General
and Council on the part of the Englifh Company, did conclude ang raufy, fign and feal, g perpetual -
and firm treaty of alliance and friendfhip between ench other, and in conformity ta which ﬂ}s Englith
gentlemen have in every refpect fulfilled their engagements and promiles to the Mahacajah Rana 3
and whereas the Maharajah Rana has failed in mapy points agreed upon, fuch as in btu:g dilatory
and negleéful in the payment of feventy thoufand rupees, month by month, for each of the Com-
pany’s battalions fent to his afliftance, according to the 2d article of the tisaty ; in withholding the
fhare of the Englifhi in the vevenues of the Cutchgawergar, as prefcribed in the 4th article of the
treaty ; in carrefponding with the Marattas without communication to the Englfh; a,nd furthm'-
more, 1o being inatientive in re§ard to the fupplying of Colonel Muir’s anny with grain in their
march through his country, and in many other afts of infincerity, it is become neceflary to meke
known ta the princes of Hindoftun the defection of the faid Maharajah Rapay and the goad faith of
the Englifh nation, to the end that an infraction of the treaty may not in any wile be imputed to the
Governor General and Council, or they be fuppofed to have deviated from the ftricteft juftice.

But whereas principally it was ftipulated and contra@ed for by the Maharajaly Rana, in the §ily
article of the treaty, t,hzs):_ wbémvcrwt]ila: war between the Engliﬂ;ym Marat:é:h thould be carried
nto the Marattas country, he fhould on requifition furnifh ten thoufand cavalry at his own. exponee,
towards their afliftance ; yet though this force was frequently and urgently required during the com-
mand of Colonel Camac, the Maharajai Rana pleaded his not being in pafleflion of the fortrefs of
Gualiar, in excufe for his con-compliance. Now though Gualiar had been taken folely by the va-
lour and condu@ of the Englith arms, without any military aid whatever from the Maharajah Rana,
and though the immediate {urrender of the fortre(s was not enjoined by the treaty, yet the Englifh
Gentlemen, folely to evince an extraordinary regard ta public faith, gave up the fortrefs, with all its
cannion and’ ftores, to the Maharajah Rana,

Morcaver, the Mabarajah Rana, afier being iiveRed with the poflefiion of the fisid fortrefs, re-
peatedly promifed to join the Englifh army, but being urged to fulfil thofe engagements, he ftill evaded
their exccution on the moft frivelous pretences.  Kinally, whereas the Mabarajah Rana wrote us a
letter in thefe exprefs terms, on the fixteenth of Zemmadi ul Sany; 1 will join tﬂe Englifh camp;*’—
and even from this his promife has alfo fwerved; it cannot but be manifeft, that the Maharajah Rana
has not performed in any wife his past of the treaty, and that he is totally difinclined from aﬁftiﬁg
the hngmla '

It is on all thefe confiderations become incumbent npon me, who command the Englifl ar
now on fervice againft the: Marattas, in the dominions of the Maharajah Mihieput Sing Tughinda
Bahadur, the Rajak of Nurwa, to publith, in my own name; this written memorial a.mf proteft, an
account of the viclation of the treaty.—Be it therefore known to all the princes and nobles of Hin-
doftan, to high and to low, and to the whole world, that, compelied by neceflity, and by thefe
breaches of the treaty, 1 from this day fulpend all intercourfe whatever with the Maharajah Rana,
either hy letter or embafly, watl the y{eaﬁafe of the Governor General and Council on thefe pre-
mifes fhall be underftood. oA

Given at the Englith cmmp,. near the village of Dongree, the zoth Jemmadi ul Sani, A, H, 1 If
or the 13th of June of the Chriltian /Era 17%91. s ' i ! =
(Signed) G, M.

(Sigaed) FHOMAS FORD,
Perflan Interpreter
s
Ordered, that the fubject of the above letters lie for confideration.
EXTRACT
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EXTRACT of BENGAL SECRET CONSULTATIONS, dated the agh Septemiec 1761,
RE‘_AD‘S&;;- following letter and enclofure from Colonel Muir, S NG )

Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, ¥ |
My laft difpatches advifed you of my having tranfinitted a proteft to Gualior, againft the conduct
of the Rana, to be prefented to him only in cafe of his ﬁilr rfifting in withholding the quota of
troops demanded from him, in virtue othis treaty with the Honourable Company, "I have now
the honour to inform Government, that he has fince that time marched from (Juafior with o farce,
amounting to two battalions of infantry, und twelve hundred cavalry, and joined the i;rmy under
my command at Dongpee.  On this event [ immediately drafted 1,000 men from the Fu Ghur
detachment, in order to complete the regiment intended for fervice ; and with them, and the third
regiment of cavalry, . d 1o this ﬂ;\?. The garrifon of Kolates, commanded by Major
lary, being ori

of eoed

’lﬁ ‘to it marched off with whole Force ‘in two divifions, on the evening of my arsival.
firft, with which 1 went myzg, confiffing of two regiments of infantry, and the cavalry,
marched direétly towards the enemy’s encampment, with a view of furprizing ity and to take off the
fire fiom the other, compofed of the remainder of my infantry, and the Rana’s army, having the
provifions in charge; this divifion was under the charge of Lieut. Colone! Achmuty, The out
pofts of the ene:;:jy were fo well pofted, that the march of my divifion was foon difcovered, and a
{kirmifhing enfued, which lafted till T joined Lieut. Colonel Achmuty, near Kolarees. He arrived
fafe with his provifions, with little moleftation during his march. On our fide we had but fow
killed, and moft of my wounded fuffered but flightly. From the accounts fince received,  the
enemy’s lofs has been capital ; and having been almolt totally amongft the Gofaign infantry, in whofe
fervices they principally confide, will, f truft, have the happieft influence on their apprehenfions
from a campaign to be purfued during the rainy feafon, {t was my defign to have attacked the
enem-rs head quarters near Pachouty, on the night of my arrival at Kolarees, but the alarm had
fpread to their camp, and defeated alr hopes of effential fuecefs in fuch an attempt.

The greateft affiftance I expected from the junclion of the Rana was a plentiful and certain fupply
of grain, but notwithftanding all my reprefenitations to him on this fubject, 1 can entertain no
pofitive belief that he will make it the feriovs object of his attention; from this circumftance,
together with the confideration of his army being greatly in arrears, and badly furnifhed with ftoces,

it would appear that our refources muft center in our own exertions—thefe, Gentlemen, you ma
be perfuaded fhall be employed to the beft advantage. In the feveral confultations I have Kad wit
the Rana, I find it a talk of great difficulty to bring him to any altive or abfolute determination ;
but his prefence with the army is of the moft material confequence in relation to other powers, who
muft thereby be convinced that Government has fulfilled their engagements to him, he himfelf has
folemnly acknowledged to me that they have done more,

In this fituation of affairs, (Gentlemen, the plan of operations cannot be well afcertained ; it
depends upon a variety of incidents, Should the enemy {re conftrained by the inclemency of ‘the
~weather, by the difcontents of his army, or by any other internal caufe, to retire towurds his capital,
or fhould we find it practicable to force him into this meafure, we may purfue him to great advantages
but fhould he be able to keep the field, magazines of grain muft be provided, or the affiftance of
fome neighbouring power muft be acquired, cither by force or treaty, to favour our advance.

EXTRACT of BENGAL SECRET CONSULTATIONS, the 12th November 1781,

Extradt of a Letter from Colonel Grainger Muir to the Governor General ; dated Camp, Seffai,
2oth Oéoher 1781,

I AM forry to inform you that my difcovery of the Rana’s conduét of late amounts to a pofitive
proof of his infidelity to our Government; he has been carrying on private negociations with |
the Patul (without any regard to his engagements with the Company) replete with the cleareft
intention to betray us, and facrifice our interefts to his own private views. Upon this circumftance
coming to my knowléedge, 1 politively refufed concluding any treaty with the Patul, until an attefted
copy of the propofed or executed treaty between them fhould be lodged in my pofleffion, This copr
T have with great dificulty procured, with Bappoo Scwagie’s feal affixed, duplicate of which I fhall
have the pleafure to inclole you in my next difpatch.

@}) il
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to tranfinit them, {o as to meet me before 1 quit his country,
of the enfuing month. j Y

that period cannot exceed the 5t

EXTRACT of SECRET LETTER from BENGAL, dated 2gth December 1781,

Par, 21. BY.Colonel Muir’s advices, entered iin our confultations, you will chferve, that he has

detected the Ranna of Gehud in atterpting to. cancluc{o: feparate negociation with
Moodajee Scindia for himfelf, hefore any overtures of peace has been received. by us from that
Chief ; and that the Colonel had obtained a copy of the paper, with other corroborating proofs of
the Rana’s want of attachment to our Government. . This information will ferve to put us on ‘cur
guardagainft any deceit or duplicity in the condué of the Rana, and make us avoid placing too:
great confidence in his affurances of zeal and fidelity, but we are: not apprehenfive of an;ﬁmn:e
confequences from him. : RS o

fhall further only beg leave 0 add, that fhould you have gnycomminds for me In_.ia_ringing the
12 to acesunt for any balance heimay owe the Company, or a?r other bafinefs, it will bemcaﬂ'ag
an
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OF THE

Particu_lafs. of that Part of the Company’s Accounts in Bengal,

: " COMMONLY C€ALLED
5 DURBAR EXPENCES AND RECEIPTS,

ngm.the YEar 1770, to the Year 1785, inclufive;

DISTINGUISHING EACH YEAR.

T TExg
Native landHoRent| of diffe- Gover- |Repairs Receipts
Princes | tothe [rent Em-| Petey lnor Ge-lofTents for Pre- Neat
and their [Vackeelsor| baffies, {Charges| neral's | Palag- fents from [| Amourne
Servants, [Servants of| for Boat| for |Difburfe! quins, T Native [lof Durhar
and Expen-| Native |Hire, tra-|Banian, | ments |&ec, and otale  |lprinces, &|| Charges.
ces of fend-l Princes, | velling |Coolies,|on fun=| fundry on fundry
ing the Jand Expen-{Chargesd] &e¢. [|dry Ac-| Extra Accounts,
fame.  |ceson theit| Servants ¢ | counts. |Charges
Account. | Wages, .
May to April | L. £ Aol | 4 £ £
b et bl ol el QR Bt g N WD el Rl | ST | Bt 5565
1771 — 1772~ 24871 418] 1802 44| — |- Hyst|l == 4751
L1772 — 1773 —| 9,001 471 | 2,505 | — | 3,526| ~= 15103 -~ 15,003
1773 = 1774 — 7,391 ?60 1,08 | — | = | — 9,169 (| =— 9,169

1774 ~ 1775 = 10,182 547 8,888 | 625 | — | — || 20,242 — 20,242
1775 — 1776 —| 5789| 3735| grro| — | — [— |l 18,634) - 15,634
1770 = X777 1" BUBY 3950} — 4 77 | = | = || thus)l 2610/ 8,535
1777 — 1778 —| 5856 4,794] — 1566 | — | — |l 11,216| 2,374 8,842
1778 — 1779 —| 14,808] 6,246 5,134 841 | — | — [ 27,119(! g473|| 17,646
1779 — 1780 ~— 18,567} 3,001| — | 340 | = | — | 22,498 )| — 22,498
1780 — 1781%—1227,566| 5,224 — | 367 | — | — [l233,157|| 26,491 {206,666
1781 — 1782 — 18,2541 11,640( 5,384 292 | — | — | 35570 ({135,564 || 95,094
1782 — 1783 — 8,075| 6,204 120 350 | — | — 14,799 267 |l 14,532
1783 — 1784 —| 15,810] s,128] 1,280 388 | — | — 22,706 448 || 22,258
1784 — 1785 —I 61,446 | 3,849 10,166 | 566+/40249] 2,534|118,810 || 39,903 || 78,017

D = Pe Particulars not received. | =T | — | — 73422 || - 7422

¥ This includes C. R. 18,56000, or /. 208,800, given to the Berar Government.

+ The particulars of C. R. 3,38,220, or /. 38,040, part of this fum, are annexed to the Gover-
nor Gerieral’s letter to the Court, of 21t February 1784, copy of which has been prefented to
. thehoufe 5 the particulars of the other part are not received.

The current rupee is valued at 2s. 3d.

Eaft India Houfe,
17th March 1786, \.
oL, II,

~“Errors excepted.
55 JOHN ANNIS,
Y Auditor of Indian’ Accounts.

O AN
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Particulars of that Part of the Company’s Accounts in the
Prefidencies of Madras and Bomb'ay_, |

COMMONLY CALLED
DURBAR EXPENCES AND RECEIPTS,

From the Year 1770, as far as the fame hath been received ;
diftinguithing each Year, and each Prefidency.

i

Madras Bombay.
Receipts
Prefents Annual | Pithcah | Sundry by a Cuf- Net
to the Prefents | paid to' | Chirges | tom or || Amount
Nabob of] to the |the Na- | on Im- [| Total. ||Duty of 1]|of Durbar
Arcot, & Nabob of| bob of |ports,Exs per Conta|| Charges
to fundry Surat&c.| Surat, lports, &c. levied to || at Bom-
Vackeels &ow defray. bay.
deca Darbar !
Churges.
X L | & Lo M L A |
1770 = 1971 = 859| — | 1,844 | 1,250| 680} 3,774 || 2221 || 1,553

177 == 1772 1 646} 624 1,250| 517 || 2,391 I n79e |l 6ol
1772 «= 1773 —| 5,621 | — | 1,344| 1,250 7111} 3,305| 2,142 1,163

1773 v I774 el A5 || s 4571 1,250 5171252241 1,523 )| 79%
x774 = 1775 —  255| — | 1,327] 1,250|  s40{| 3,117 {| 1,081 || %,136

1775 == 3776 = 240 — | 2,358| p,250| 342 || 3,050 || 2,514 }| 1,436

1976 = 1777 | 33506| — | 1,093| 1,250] 305 || 2,648 |l 1932l 716

1777 ~— 1778 —{ 299} — | 1,807| x,250) 240l 3,209]| L7Es |l %584

1778 = 1779 ~ 3379] — | 955|/1.250] 254|| 2450|| n624|| 835 ;

1779 == 1780 — 2,8q0] — | 1,577| 1,250| 2311} 3,058 11 1,557 {} %50¢
1780 — 1781 —| 1,129 — | 5,160} 1,250( ‘218 |} 2,628 || 1,150 | X498

1781 == 1782 = 1,343 ] s qu4 i 1,250 242 [} 2,396 885 1| 5511

1782 «= 1783 | 3,379 ~— 1,240 | 1,250 57 2,s+7i 742 {| 1,805

1783 — 1784 — 4831 — T'he Accounts of this Year are not received.

The above expence at Madras ftands under the head of prefents on the books, there being
no head of Durbar charges at that Prefidency.

Errors excepted.

Eaft India Houfe, JOHN ANNIS,
17th March 1786. &gy Auditor of Indian Actounts.

]
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Su‘ppliesfcrit from Bengal to the feveral Prefidencies in India,
and to China,

'In MONEY, GOODS, or PROVISIONS,

AN

QR R

a B

L

~ Bills drawn from Bengal, by the feveral Prefidencies,

" From the 1t January 1778, to the Date of the lateft Advices from Bengal.

_'[a_n.l April

1778 — 1779 —|

May.

1779 = 1780 -'-s

1780 ~= 1781 —

1781 — 1782 —

‘%782 — 1783 —
1783 — 1784 —|
1784 — 1785t—

£

Fort St. | Bombay, Fort China.  |St. Helena, | Total.
George. Marlbrough
£ £ £ £ £ £
406,733 | 312,565 | gura | 5,886 1,970 || 799566
6:,4;}7 2775 1 27,827 — 1,57 212,674
' 405,273 |  *83,287 3,620 - 1,907 | 327,513
669,215 | 131,011 1,487 | *34,048 2,508 1 770,173 .
1,108,653 | - 335,497 63,476 42,024 2,272 | 1,551,922
640,740 63,460 10,803 1,012 2,250 | | 724,266
465,091 | 415,612 41,460 i 2,342 | 924,505
27575202 1,296,633'l' 167,085 68,874 14,824 I 5,304,618

* More fupplied than received from Bengal.

t Supplies engaged for on the 30th April 1785, exclufive of the above,

not paid at that date, &c.

Fort St. George -
Bomba = -
Fort l\j;rlbro’ £

£: 243800
= 3hss

4,885
L. 283,256

N. B. The current rupee is valued at 2s. 3d.

Eaft India Houfe,
3oth March 1786,

(97,

Nt

Errors excepted.

being Bills accepted and

JOHN ANNIS,
Auditor of Indian Agcounts,

4
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COPY of the feveral Minutes of the Honourable Charles Stuart, John
Macpherfon, Efql.zire, and John Stables, Efquire, recorded in the

Revenue Confultations of Fort William, of May and july 1785, onthe

G,

o

Subject of a Plan, propofed by the Honourable Charles Stuart, for the |

Collection and Controul of the Revenue.

EXTRACT of BENGAL REVENUE CONSULTATIONS, roth May 785,

R. STUART lays before the Board, the following Minute and Plan for the Management
of the Revenues, . k4T /

Mr. Stewart. '

Having lately confidered with a good deal of attention the prefent mode of colleciing the revenues,
and obferving many imperfections in it, which I thought required immediate remedy; I confulted
fome of the moft experienced of the Company’s fervants in that line, with refpect to the adoption
of fuch a fyftem as fhould be lealt liable to the objeftions, which in the prefent one are as evident
as they are univerfally acknowledged.

Amongft all the Gentlemen whom I have confulted on this occafion, I fearcely found one who
was ot clearly and decidedly of opinion, that the plan of emplayinﬁ‘com ny’s: {grvants in all the
diftricts, was the beft (as had been proved by experience) that could be an ;- and 1 could with
the Board to confider, whether it would not be proper to revert to that fyftem; it has always met with
my warmeft approbation, and o fully convinced am I of the preference which ought to be given to
it ‘above all others, that did the queftion reft fingly with me to decide upon, I fhould not hefitate &
moment in adopting it. :

The only objeftion which appears to deferve notice is, the danger to be apprehended from a
change of fyftem : ‘on which fubject much has been faid, and no doubt with fome juftice, if applied

to cafes which do not abfolutely require alteration ; and if the change fhould be made imprud?:nﬂy,
" or atan improper period of the year. But at prefent none of thefe objections can be urged, I am
not fingular in my opinion of the ncceffity of a change, The fykem which 1 propofe of employing
Company's fervants, is, by the moft experienced in the Revenue bufinefs, ‘acknowledged to be the
beft 5 and with refpet to the time of entering upon a change, no one can deny that this is the beft,
nay, the only period when it can be made with propriety. “The Bengal year is juft expired, and the
crj]r_'i‘.titms are at anend ; fuch balances therefore as have fallen, cannot be further realized without
encroaching on the revenue of the new year, a pradice of all others the moft pernicions ; and,
upon the whole, T doubt not but that the Board will be convinced, on weighing all thefe circumftances,
that the fyitem may be changed without the leaft difficulty or embarraflment. There are at prefent
upwirds of 20 gentlemen employed in the out diftricts, and the appointment of 8 or g more would~
complete the change propofed. , ; il

The Committee of Revenue’s letter on the fubject of the new fettlement, affords no reafon to
indiice me to alter the opinion which I have formed, after the matureft deliberation. On the con-
trary, it confirms me more than ever in the propriety of it, feeing that they recommend to the
Board, in the ftrongeft terms, that the Company’s fervants fhould be directed to make the fettle-

ments of all the diftriéts where. they are < ftationed, obferving, that there is not any objection to- j

« counterbalance the advantages which on this occafion would be derived from local knowledge and
¢ ¢xperience,”

Having faid thus much by way of preface, 1 beg leave to fubmit to the Board, the plan which I
have formed for the futureé fmanagement of the revenues; in the drawing up of which I have
attended to the fpirit of the 3qth article of the late A& of Parliament, in favour of the rights of
the Zemindars; and T have alfo left fufficient fcope for the operation of any orders we may receive
from the Court of Dire&ars confequent to that claufe. i

Calcutta, 10 May, (Signed) CHARLES STUART,

1785.

PLAN
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'PLAN for colleding the REVENUES, by MR, STUART, April 1785,

e }&3 e ey o Fox e iowy fetttement of 'the revenues for the enfuing year is now near at hand,
and as experience has clearly fhewn that the prefent fyftem is in many parts very defective ; I think

G

that the Board ought immediately to take the fubject into confideration, that proper meafires may
be adopted for remioving the evils which now exif{, as well as to prevent fimilar inconveniences in
time to come. Lty

¢ avowed principle of the prefent fyftem is to render, as general as poflible, the mode of
payTnh;the rcvel::ﬂmuc& at. tge Preﬁc{gxc and thereby totglly to abolifh the intermediate
agency between Government and the Zemindars, which was faid to be produ@ive of oppreflion
and extortion.—This argument, at firft fight; carries fome weight with it; becaufe it s to be
fuppofed, that the fewer agents there are employed in remitting the revenues to the Khal(a, fo
much lefs will be the expences of the Zemindars : but on a clofer examination of this point, it
will be found, that the fact is the very reverfe; for the Zemindars, being at a diftance from
the feat of Government, and therefore unable to make their reprefentations in perfon, are
obliged to employ a number of Vakecels to tranfa&® their bufinefs, and thefe Vakeels being gained
over to the interefts of the native officers (whofe undue influence will fubmit to no check but
the immediate interpofition of the members of Government). arc cafily led to betray their mafters,
and, by working upon their hopes and fears, to bring them to any terms they may pleafe to

HNpoits
If it be alledged in favour of the prefent fyftem, that the land revenue has been increafed,

I will admit thatit is now greater than when the laft change took place, though not more than
it was in the time of the, crﬁle&ors; but I cannot allow that this encreafe has tended to the good
of the public, feeing that the actual receipts into the Treafury are greatly lefs than they were twelve
rs ago, under the operation of a very different {yftem from the prefent, and one which has slwa
{::toh tdered by me as the beft that can be adopted. - In proof of this, [bc% leave to ftate the
net receipts into the Khalfa Treafury thefe laft twelve years, beginning with the fettlement made by
the Committee of Circuit,

3

il 5 1"’27"&’()54'}1:1 the time of the Colleftors.

1180 - 2,33,22,901 _

- - Firft yeur of the Provincial Councils,

1n8r - 2,37,06,893 { including the Rufieed on the Com-
mittee of Circuit’s Settlement,

. Provincial Councils . - = 1182 - 2,23,01,693
- vooDitto w0 s o0 1e83 - 2021,80,957
Ditto == 1184 - 2319,81,043
Ditto = ‘= .« X185~ 2,154,921
e e sl s 86 2,05;91,066

Ditto The }

Councils were abolithed before
the expiration of the year, and
balances happened of courfe,
part of which were colleéted the

1187 - 1,06,43,326

next.yezr ‘ M
Committee of =i een 1188 <o 2,18,045481
Revenue’s. S e T8 e 2518625378
Settlement = = 1190 = 2,03,18,167

From the above comparative view of the net colle@ions for twelve years pafty I think it muft
be allowed that Government benefited more by the former fyftem of employing colleétors than they
do by the prefent one, wherein the native oﬂg::ers are. permitted to-have more influence than. they
cver at any former period ; and [ believe there is little doubt but that the diftriéts were heretoa
fore in a much more flourithing ftate than they are at prefent,

Convinced as I am of the propricty of the meafure of employing Company’s fervants in the
management of the revenues, Iam yet of opinion that many improvements may be made on the
fon_m:r_ fyltem of colle@ors, and contrived ‘to coincide prett nearly with thé intentions of the
legiflature, as exprefled in the late A& of Parliament in avour - of the native hereditary ze-
miadars and landholders, The rights and privileges of all who came under this defcription
were, by the former fyftem of collectors, totall annulled, and invefted in the hands of Compa-
ay’s fervants, whofe bufines it was to make the Muffuffil fettlement, portion out the lands in
farm, and !::olleé'* the revenue, Thus the Zemindars and. their dependants being deprived of
all their native rights, they, inftead of affording . their afiftance to the officers of the Company;

or, il ' e : exerted
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“wxerted their vtmoft endeavours to theow i pedimments in . the way of:he co]le&m, in hopes of

driving Govethment 'to ‘the “heceflity of & -?ving"fh?em in “the '(anis ‘manner as hefore ; this was
an evil productive of many inconveniences, and will be tetified by the plan which I wifh to prapofe.

Fvery Zemindar, oho s rot totilly inicipable, fliould be intrdfted with the intérior nismagemént
o 'his awn ‘cotmtry, 4t a troderare alfeflment, Which Yhotild ‘on o account be faifed upon him,
Bo'circumlbanced, it woull ‘beconte his immediate irtéreft to tiake the ‘Welfire 2nd happinefs of His
ryots the firft object of his attention, and would, I am convinced, in a very fhort time, ‘be ‘the
means of reftoring thefe provinces to their former fAourifhing ftate. In cafes where the Zemindar

is wiitior, "or-a'woitian, or Whdre thore drefiffficient weafons 1o Juitify the ‘exeeption, the Tands ma

either 'be givehincharge to wear ralition of ‘the Zemindad's, or'to one of the oid fervits of
Zemintiury, ‘on ‘whofe ‘Hidelity and pood nanagement (Governmetit ‘can depeiid.—In either cafe the
perfon in charpe'fifould be Féfporifible i his private fortunc for the due payitent of “the revenue.

Fo dll the diftr@s without ‘exception, a ‘Compitny™s ‘fervart fhodld beftationed, for the ‘pitrpofe
of receiving the rents as they 'become due, and “for preverting oppreflions %d;;ﬁ; ‘committed by the
Pemintlars andl their depentants 3 s alfo for the adminiftration of juftice, as will lereafter be more
partichlarly mentioned.

"Thefe geridlemen fuperintendents oughit to have handfome falaries annexed to their appointments,
and thereby be placed above every temptation that mightlead to an infringement or a nﬂg]‘::(gf of their
duty, ‘The oath directed by the late A& of Parliament fhould be adminiftered to them, and ‘the
{_]ig}‘;wﬂ inftance of delinquency fhould be punifhed in the moft exemplary manner. k have a better
#piriton of ‘the (ervice, ‘than ‘to fuppofe that any of its members wodld ‘evér merit fuch a punifiment;
fbut if any perfon fhould fo fur ‘forget his own hondur and reputation, as to draw upon hitnfelf the
Giift referitmertt ‘of ‘Governsient, T hope, for /the fake ‘of the fetvice, that no motives ‘of Yeriity or
gmﬁaﬂicy would be fuffered ‘to fereen him from‘the fate he would fo juftly deferve,

| With efpeét torthe rate of affefiment, 1do ot think thata better mediuin can be adopted on 2
fenerdl plun, than that which was fixed by the ‘Board, in confequence of the orders of ‘the Court
of Direttors, duted the th February 1777; viz. the average of the colleGtions of the Béngal
years 1180, 81 and 82. From she beft ¥ rmation 1 have Been able to obtain, this was confidered
a very equitable Jumma: «it ought not certainly to be lower; and many diftrits may, from
particular circumftances of dndalgente in thofe {cars, be able to afford an increafe upon their
average colledions, But ‘it will be moft proper, believe, %o give a difcretionary power on mﬁ
head to the Gentlétien who ure to make the fettlements with the Zemindars, which, for the fir
year, may be tried only as an experimerit, uritil we receive the orders-of the Cotert of Diredtors upon
the 39th claufe of the late A& of Parliaments but after that, it will be proper to fix the Jumma
unalterably during the life-time of the Zernindar. And when this determination of Government comes
to be known and depended upon, it is not'tobe doubted but, through the means 6f ‘the Gentiemen
ftationed in the diftri@s, the revenue willslways be completely paid up-at the fixed periods. In
order however the better to fecure the regular payment of the %i_ﬂs, 1 think the fuperintendent
fhould be invefted with a difcretionary power of putting up to public fale a portion of the Zemindar’s
Jands, in a certain number of days (for inftance teng) after each kift beeame due, il it werk
regularly paid; and in order to prevent the pernicious practice of collufive fales, the purchafér fiioald
not be put into pofieffion until one month after the fale, during which titne ‘the Zenindar might
make his appeal to the Supreme Council. ‘The Beard, on hearing his reafons for not paying his
kit at the ftated time, might then, if thofe reafohs were judged-fatisfactory, order ke te be
veftored to him on his paying § per 3 to the purchafer, in confideration of his difappointiment.
T'his mode, I am convinced, would tend wore ¢ffeftually to prevent balances, thah afy Wrat has ever

ot been adopted; and as it fhould be inferted in the Zemindar’s cabooleat, he would be forewarned
of what he was to from a breach of his engagements, and could not therefore Hayve -n&zrjuﬂ-
cufe of complunt. But indecd, 1 believey that it would feldom or never biecome wieceffary for dhe
Superintendents to caxry this power into execution § for when the Zernindars faw that Governmeént
were dotermined to adhere to the meafure of felling their lands, they would mioft un y fall
into a regular fyftem of pag:ing their kifts as they became due, excepting indeed where their FiEts
were ruined by fome dreadful calamity, in which cafe the fa& would be fo notorious, that the coliector
would be juftified in difpenfing with his ufual tigour.

1 have wleady fuid, thar the adminiftration of juftice ought to be placed in the Hands ‘of fhe
Superintendonts ; and experience has fhewn us the prepriety of this meafure, When the prefent
n of the audawluzs was firt thought of, Government was ﬁdi{ aware of the difficultics that
would arife from the clafhing of the autherity of the judges and of the officers of the évesiue, and
in drawing the line betwecn them, every precaution was takefi to prevent the bad confequencés that
mi from its all precautions however were vaitty the evil exifted in e difinion of the two
authorities, and without again uhiting them in the fame perfon, it became evident that 6ric muft be
made a facrifice of to the other. L ‘: i
o)
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&W { fuence that dutine the thonths of &em
olle miniftration &juﬂia‘ ﬁdﬁd'ﬁe'ﬂdpenﬁé& dlcogether, which Wwas acesy
done h 765 therefore Ao 1ot dt prefent fit above feven months in the yeass a period by no

s fufficiéhit to enable them to i\‘.@]ﬁ , their bufiméf.  In addition to the arguments it is
:2?: obferved, that the audauluts on the prefént fyftém aré attended with 2 very gieat expence, mofk
of whu:h will be faved by reftoring the mlmﬂmtxon of juftice to the hands wherein it ought to be

i redi others; will émable Govermmient; widhiotit any additional

, llot to ﬁiélgnpemmeﬂdents the fﬁanes dready propofed.
ode 6&" éblfé&" the revenues, being ateeddy laid down 4§ above, it oy now refhali® 49
pra‘lf;mofce!t?m ieans of m:%ﬂﬂng tﬁe aI;dWah to gl?tﬂl!e&m without creating z?ny additional ex~
pence to. Goi?é’fﬂ chit.

From ecﬂfﬂi% a5 T Have beeri able to procufé, it appears thdf the charges :
. coll 6?1‘ﬂir thé faft year, viz. 1fqo0, dmount fo rupees - - L - & = inin o
And that in the time of the colle&ars m 1:79, the clxarges collection amounted

onlyto ORI i oy { o Sl W o 3‘9#5’395
i Ipma&af tharges colleftion . - 3 - . - - 4 fupes 92,84,783

So that in thé conrfe of eleven years the charges of colle@ion have been almoft doubled; whilty as
we have already t‘een, the i&m; receipts iftts the Company’s Treafury have, dufing the famn pe‘nod,

been gradu:l.l}f hing.

T would thereﬁ:re ropofé, that the prefent eftablifhment of charges colletion, which appear
—cnormons, be abselfi at the end of the prefent Bengal year, and a new one forméd upou the
following plaft § Which will not only make an handfome provifion for the collectors, but wi alfc bé
produétive of & ebitfiderable faving to the Company :

T will fuppofe that it may be faceliry £ employ thirty Company’s fervants of different ranks a8
Superintendeits of the c:liﬁtmu, v?g S % '
' 18 Bénior Merchants.
1o Junior Merchants.
T E e 5 Faftors.
Arid 48 T conceive that their allowances and emoluments ought to keep pa.ce with their length of
féxviee, X would propofe that a proper diftinttion it thefe relpeéls bt preferved betieen their enl
ranks, T would thereforé fiX wpois the followlng plan
1§ Senior Merclants at 1,200 rupe& pér mobnth each, !s per munthy

mgtﬂ 18,000, or per annum - - = 2,16,000
Ditto at 30,000 riipees per annumy by way of commxiﬁon in lseu of every
— Bttt ddvantage, except their falary, is per annum - - - - - 4,50,000 :
6,66,000
!b Juiior Merchants at r,usa rupea pér rﬁ«mﬂi, i per month :o,uoo, or -l
1- antiith = & - = 120000

Ditto 4t 6,608 per aaimm, by wiy of tommifiony asabdve - % & 2,00,000
e i 20,000
Five Faltors it Bod pe¥ firithy i§ pér msHth 45000, or per annum 8,000 +
Dieto at 15,690 per m}ﬁ- By way b} eomimifliohy 4s above I:er B 11t [n e ;g,ooé
e % HL

Eftiiated amibunt of pay and allowances to the Superintehdents per andum = rupees 11509000

ﬁ‘ 1': bt: Bhjected, that e will Be gready ikreafed in proportion ad the laft two
'j ?di'ank of i‘:ﬁi Merthahtk,g{b;ﬂge only 8 nﬁfer\rog?;t mply, that If they
Wﬂ‘e hants, which is not €6 be fuppofed; Hie enereafe of expence would

é’i d&c Fr anfom; whith, Tcomcgive, is 18 confideration to Govern-
Eh éothph‘ri& with the advantiges whfch will Be defived oMt the plin propofed
as already mentioned.,
30 Eftablifiments of affiftants, dewans, and native officers, at 1,500 per month, is
month q;,&bé! Eh!l% to H’&hfa& the Buﬁﬁeh of the thb:c nudalut:! as hcm } 51404000

36 m&m?mw d? Fﬁhzdaﬂy Oﬁti!rs it §ats p& munt!i; m per month 1 5,300,
W » nooon
T e

ﬂh‘alf’a eﬁabliﬂimmt.- i ,-f; ;’_ g . 18,29,000
N I"
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Hﬂ order to fave the Board all the trouble and difficulties which would neceflarily arife | R S

fom their entering into a detail of the bufinefs of the fuperintendents, 1, think this duty. N S
fhould be allotted to one of the members of the council, in monthly rotation; who

ought to fit in the Khal@a as comptroller of the colletions, for the purpofe of preferving

theanoft vigilant attention over the conduct/of the fuperintendents, that no time may be

Ioft in remedying evils in the very ficlt' moment of their appearance. .

1§ ¥ could fuppofe that any further check were neceffary over the fuperintendents than
the folemn engagement which they are to enter into, there is none that could be 330111&3;'

which, in my opinion, would operate with more powerful efficacy than this controlling ;
power of a Member of the Government, who would never want for the beft infor- L
mation with refpect to the interior fate of the diftriéts'; and thus fituated, it would be :
impoflible for the fuperintendents to deceive him, even if they were fo inclined, This

fuperintendent muft have a deputy, who fhould be a perfon of the firft experience and

ability in the revenue line s and his allawance cught to be equal to that of the Prefident

of the Committee of Revenue, viz. perannum .~ = - - s« 60,000

The fuperintendent of the records, or preparer of reports to the revenue
departmetit, fhould have the fame allowance as the collectors ; fuppofc hima

e

fenior Merchant, it will be AR T e ) Pl e . i 44,500
' 1,04, 500

Affiftants and Weriters may be eftimated at 5,000 rupees per month, is
f ‘{m annun . & - - ~ - - - ey e 6o,000

ablithments of the Roy Royan and native officers at 6,000 per month,
i§ per annum - - - - - - - - W 725000
Contingent charges eftimated at 2,000 rupegs per month - - - 24,000

. Zemindaty charges, dccording to the prefent ¢ftablithments, which may
‘certainly be reduced - - - b = - & SRR 1% 1, &

Law charges - - - - - I - - - 18,000

Fouzdary audavlots = - e g SRR - - w 282,080
Police eftablilhment - - - - .- o S - 58,072,
Commiflion to the field officers - el - S - 1,26,000
' Poolbundy, which may be reduced - - - - - - 2,615,690
Eftablifhment of the falt diftricts . - - - - - im0 15505000

Allowances to fervants unemployed, eftimated at - D R 1550,000
: . _ s | 351925123
Total charges collection, according to the new plan - - LN, «l155:25,623
Churges colleition for the prefent year, accordintho the account delivered , i
in %y the Accountant General to the Revenue Department - - - - 71,63,236

Eftimated faving by the new plan = - - - - - 16,37,613

In forming the above account, I have preferved fuu of the old eftablithments as appedr to be
neceflary, and in fome of the departments the allowances are continued the fame as before.  Where
new eftablithments are introduced the allowances are very liberal, and the eftablifhments themfelves
are, in my opinion, fully equal to the duty required of them. But of this 1 cannot be fuppofed to
be a competent judge 3 and it may perhaps be neceflary to be furnifbed with official information on
the fubjc“?f, before the Board can Enal!y ix on the expences : 1 do not, however, conceive that they
will much exceed what I have flated.

It may not be improper here to remark, that at the time of the appointment of the Committee
of Revenue, it was the declared intention of the Government to recall all the collectors from the
diftriéts ; but a8 not only a great number of them have been cortinued in their flations, but many
more fince appointed, it is evident that the fyftem of confining the management of the revenues to
the Committee alone has been found impracicable, and confequenty a double experice has been
incurred by Government. I herewith beg leave to fubmit to the Board, a lift of the different
ftations of the fuperintendents, thewing the names of the gentlemen at prefent employed, and
leaving blanks for the new appointments to be filled up by the Board. '

As 1 think that no means fhould be left untried to incite the fuperintendents to give their whol_e
attention to the realizing of the revenue, I further propofe, that they be permitted to draw their
‘fixed falarics only, as {tated above, for the purpofes of defraying their current expences ; and that
they be not entitled to their commiffion until the clofe of the year, when the Board will pafs judg-
meit upon their conduét refpeltively; and if it fhall have been fuch as to merit approbation,

&
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U muewe the w of the Board for their fervices, and at the fame time ah -order
o full amount of their commiffion, which i fuch cafe fhould be paid immediately from the

" On examining the revenue accounts, I find thaty of the prefent collectors; fome have regnlarly
realized their revenue, whilft others have fallent confiderably in bulance, = I do ot mean at prefent
enquire whether thofe gentlemen in the latter predicament have deferved the Bourd’s cenfirey or
not ; becaufe, as few or none of them were permitted to make their own fettlements, it may be
vl M Mmywe neither fo much interefted in realizing them, nor fo well informed with
pect to the circumftances of the Zemindars and other landholders, as if they had themfelyes
fettled the amount of the revenues.. But in order that neither this plea nor any other may be made

~ ufe of in future by the fu’?ﬁhtén&e.n 5 1 am clearly of opiniony that the making of the fettlements

with the Zemindars and hereditary landholders, upon the principles already laid down, fhiould be
%ﬁﬁdﬁtﬁﬁem- They need got be abfolutely confined to the rate of afleffment mentioned in
the firft part of the plan, as this might be produltive of hardihip in fome particular difiriéts, and
of too great indulgence in others; the medium collection of 1180-81 and 82, ought however ta
be taken for the bafts of all their fettlemnent, and I do not doubt but an increafe upon that jumima
may in many places be obtained without rendering it in the leaft oppreflive to the inhabitants.  The
fuperintendents however will be the beft judges of the ability of their refpeive diftricts; and as

~ their own reputations will be fo much concerned, they will not make their fettlements lower than the

rate propofed, without the moft fubftantial reafons for fo doing ; neither will they make them too
high, leftthey fhould find difficulty in realizing them. )

The mediam jumma alluded to is 2,67,82,458, and the prefent jumma is 2,75,59,000, out of
which fum a balance is expected to remain uncolle@ted of 30,00,000, as ftated in the account
probable receipts and difburfements. This will reduce the collections of the prefent year: to
2,45,50,0003 and 1 think “we fhall have reafon to congratulate ourfelves if they do not fall
fhort of that fum, fecing that although the year 1191 is expired, the balance of the Bengal revenue
is at this time, agrecable to the Towjee account for Fagun, no lefs than rupees 38,56,197. 4. 16. 34,

“exclufive of rupees 27,67,705. 14. 11. belonging to the Behar year, on which however we cannot
_at prefent form any '3udgment.

T fubmit this minute to the confideration of the Board as an outline: only, which, if they approve
of, they may fill up with what improvements they may think proper ; and if the plan is adopted, it
will, I"am convinced, be attended with many important advanta%;:s to Government, - A large
faving in the article of charges colleétion is clearly afcertained ; the bufinefs of the revenue will in
future be conducted better and on a more regular fyftem than heretofore; a number of the Com-
pany’s fenior fervants, whofe abilities and experience are at prefent unferviceable, and who are
receiving large penfions from Government, will be ufefully employed ; and being placed in fituations
where no motive of privatelintereft can interfere with the faithful difcharge of their duty, it is
natural to fuppofe that a landable emulation will arife in the ervice, which cannot but be produétive
of the greateft benefit to the Company. Nor muft it be forgotten, that in times of exigency,
Government will be able to depend much more for every kind of exertion upon European fuper«
intendents than they poffibly could do upon the natives, who it is not to be fuppofed can be
influenced by thofe tics which muft ever bind the fervants of the Company, and fubjedts of Great
Britain, to cxert themfelves with vigour in promoting the general welfare of the Britifh nation.

e (Signed) CHARLES STUART.

| i
NOTES to MR, STUART’s PLAN for MANAGING the REVENUES,

' A.

_This account is not perhaps perfeftly exa@, being prepared from a number of accounts which
Thave had occafion to refer to. If, however, there is any difference in the fums, T am warranted
in faying, that fuch difference extends to all the years here ftated, and will be found to make no
alteration in the principle which I fet. out with, viz. that the net receipts into' the Treafury were
greatly more formerly than they are & prefent.—I will, in a future minute, i neceflary, ftate the
account fully from authentic documents.

: ' B.

_ At prefent the Zemindar colleéts the utmoft his country can praduce, -and confequently rack-rents
his tenants : could he be affured that Government would not raife their demands upon him, it would
be his intereft to encourage improvements. He would grow rich himfelf; the people under him
would be happy, and Government might depend upon his aid whenever necefit y might require him
to,call it forth,” . Living happy and conterited, he could not wifh for a change ; and he would con-
fider his own profperity, and that of the Government which protected him, as infeparably united.

J o
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After the rate of afleflment has been fixed, as already mentioned, the next objeét to be attended (o
i¢y the realization of it within the year. T'o effect this, with eafe to the Zemindar and conveniency
10 Government, nothing is of fo much importance a3 the fecuring of the receipts from the country
as foon as poflible after they come from the hands of the ryots. If the moncyis allowed to remain
with the Zemindars, or their dependents, it is, i a very time, either diffipated or embezzled ;
and it is to the want of a proper degree of exerfion in realizing the monthly ftated a[Paymzm within
the time Jimited, thatT aferibe the heavy balances which invariably happen at the clofe of eyery year:
it was with 1 view to_ the remedy of this evil, that I propofe invefting the revenue fuperintendents -
with the power mentioned in this claufe ; and unlefs 4 meafure of a fimilar nature fhall be adopted, 1
fhall never expedt to fee the revenues completely and regular! realized. The Zemindar ought not in
reafon to have any objeétions to this claufe : the amount of his annual revenue, as well as the amount -
of his monthly payments, are (etded with his concurrence, according to the refources of his
conntry: he valuntary enters into the moft pofitive and uneTivocal engalgemems ‘to P;f a certain
fium: every month, and this he is enabled to do by a previous nowledge of his periodical receipts :
why then’ fhould he be excufed from a ftriék performance of thefe engagements ! If he means to
comply. with them, he will readily give Government afecurity fo reafonable and fo little expenfive as
the one here propofed : if his intentions are bad, they will be feen, and can be guarded againft

accordingly. o

Before 1 propofed thefe allowances, I confidered, attentively and deliberately, the various circums
ftances of the Company's {ervice ;3 and fhould not have ventured to decide upon a matter of fo much
sranortance, had I not been firmty conyinced that the meafiire was not only cenfonant to the foundeft
po{icy, but firiétly conformable to the principles of juftice. "The allowances hitherto drawn by the
Gientlemen employed in the colleétion and management of the revenue (excep;i:f by thofe at the
head of the department) have never amounted to more than a bare fubfiftence, in moft places
have not been eqtial to the unavoidable expences of the ftation. - So circumftanced, it was fearcely
reafonable to expect that the Com arK's fervants would facrifice their whole time to the difcharge
of their duty; private bufinefs, anj’ other avocations, might intervene, and call their attention from
that duty to which they did not think themfelves bound to make ever_%;facrlﬁce; and if they con-
du@ed themfelves as well as their predeceffors had done, they did not think that more was expected
of them. The ultimate view of ‘all the Company’s fervants is to retuin to théir native country
and friends, after a reafonable length of fervice ; and if the reward of that fervice is not likely to
admit of the accomplithment of their wifhes, it is not to be wondered at if they feek out for other

modes of acquiring a competency, which ma fo far interfere with the interefts of the Company, as
" to draw their attention in fome degree from tﬁe bufinefs with which they are intrufted.

The allowances which I have here propofed are fo liberal, and fo fully adequate to the expectations
of the fervants, as to place them above every conl sderation but that of beftowing their whole time,
and their utmoft exertions, in promoting the intercit of a Government by whom their labours are {o

~ amply rewarded 3 and [ hope our hanourable employers will think thefe obfervations deferving of their’
particular attention, when they come to take this fubject under their confideration. )

The Controlling Member would haye abundance of time to attend to this duty; for, as the
Council feldom meets till towards noon, he would be able to give up to it two or three hours in
every day of the week, if fo much were neceflary,

: F.

As there is here a latitude given to the fuperintendents to make the jumma more or lefs (according
to local circumftances) than the medium propofed, it may be afked, * Wherefore propofe any fixed
« affefiment, fince it is not to be abided by _In anfwer to this, Ireply, That it is proper and
neceflary to fix fome ftandard of expectation for the guidance of the &puin:ehdents, leaft they
fhould, ‘on one fide, be induced, from a motive of raifing their reputations, to aflefs their diftricts
higher than they could bear; and, on the other, to rate them too low, that they might have. lefs
trouble in realizing the revenue. s

>
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The Governor (eneral requefts to have a Cop:;' of Mr. Stuart’s plan, which he has only curforily
perufed, and he will deliver his opinion on it at the next meeting of the Board, )

Agreed, That a copy of Mr. Stewart’s plan be furnifhed the Governor General accordingly.

M. Stables moves, That the Committee of Revenue be impowered to authorize the colledtors,
who are already eftablifhed, and not recalled by the late refolutions of the Board, to make the
fettlement of the prefent year, according to the Honourable Company’s orders, and the 29th article
of the alt of the twenty-fourth of his prefent Majefty, refpecting the rights of the Zemindars and

other landholders.

{ Mt. Stibles {adds, "That We will give his opinion refpedling “the other part of the collettions
mentioned in Mr. Stuart’s plan, ;

The Governor General obferves, That the foorier the fettlement for the new year, or even any
part of it, is made, the better; he therefore agrees, that the Committee of Revenue be imme-
diately authorized to impower the eftablifhed colletors to make the fettlement of their refpec-
tive collectorfhips ; and propofes, that an early day be fixed for making the fettiement of the
Huzzoory Mahals, S

The Board agree to Mr., Stables motion. [ £ EXTHACT
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" EXTRACT of BENGAL REVENUE CONSULTATIONS, 18th May 1785,

‘ 'T’,HE Governor' General delivers inte the Board the following minute, and paper accompanying,
- % . on the plan for the colleGtion of the revenue, recorded ac the laft meeting ; and moves, That
they be immediately circulated for the opinions of the Members of the Board. ;

. Governor Generd,

" T have confidered fully, and with the moft liberal attention, the new fyftem which Mr. Stuart
- has propofed for the _cnﬁe_&_ion and controul of the revenues, and which has been recorded on our
Jaft confultations in this department, It would be a real fatisfaction to me; to concur with Mr.
‘Stuart in the propofitions which he withes the Board to adopt: a readinefs to co-operate with my
colleagues in every improvement which they may fuggeft in the general conduct or detail of public
“affairs, is, in my ZO"fi.l'l.ipon_, as defirable a claim 1o approbation in my prefent fituation; as the credit of
introducing new plans, The ohi'c& before us, as members of this Government, is no lefs great,
than the merit of attaining it muft be an equal credit to us all.  That object is, in the firlt view of
it, the immediate relief of the public diftrefs, founded upon a permanency of fyitens ja the great poli-
tical line of our management.  "The reduction of our expences to the lowedt ftandard of fafety, is the
next confideration : and the improvement of our revenues, on a fyftem of permanent production, with
eafe and convenicnee to the natives, is certainly a principal part of our public object; it might juftly
be called the primary duty of this Government ; in this light I have always conlflidered it; and from
the time I beeame a member of the Government, I have endeavoured to inform myfelf fully and mi-
nutely upon the fubject of the revenues : 1 have looked, as far as owr records could direct me, to the
‘different modes of colleéting, and admi niftering the revenues ; and I have attended particularly to the
-%(;Jt éha::ng which our revenue {yitem has ocealionally undergone from the period of the Dewanny.
“The difeuflion which took place, on this important concern, between the late Governor General and
Mr, Francis, form the mo, interefting and enlightened part of our records ¢ they patronized differ-
ent and oppofite fyflems ; and fupported them, refpedtively, not only with their own extraordirary
abilities, but with the aid of the beft information from the moit experienced fervants that ever were

employed by the Company in the revenue line.  From fome of thefe fervants I obtained memorials,

containing their impartial fantiments, founded upon long and real experience, and fuggefting to me,
the béﬁ:&aﬂs' for realizing a full and permanent revenue from thefe provinces ; making the fecurity
and hagpinefs of the natives the fundamental principal of the colletion. T fhall, with the permifiion
of the Board, take the liberty to record, in this place, one of the memorials to which I allude, and
which has been in my poffeffion, as appears by the fuperfcription upon it, from the 1 3thdllanu:lr}r
1782 T received it from Mr. Shore, who prefided fo long at the head of the Committee of Reve-

nue; I need not mention with what honour to himfelf: the univerful teftimony which the voice of

the natives, the repeated approbation of this Government, and the fuperior efteem of his fellow fer-
vants, bore to the merits of idr. Shore, renders it unneceffary for me to add the praife to which he
was intitled, for his knowledge and integrity in the adminiftration of the revenue.  As the memorial
which be gave me. was not meant for the public eye, but to give me a clear view of the fubjeét, to
forward the public advantage, the truths which he has ftated appear in their naked fimplicity, and
thereby convey a more forcible impreffion than drefs or arrangement could give them. In confider-
ing the productions of the foil, and the revenue to be collected from them, he has been equally at-
tentive to the charaller of the people, and their peculiar difpofitions and cuftoms. I am afraidy the
picture which he draws, and the low ebb at whick he fates the popular virtues of the Bengallys,
are not fititious reprefentations : but thefe fhould not difcourage the juftice or the care of Govern-
ment : if the virtues of the Bengallys, as a nation or as tribes of men, are of an inferior fandard,
their vices are not the moft dangerous to the peace or order of fociety ; the more we are acquainted
with their genjus and manners, the more it becomes incumbent upon us to endeavour to make themn
ufeful and hapﬂfubjeﬁ_s 3 and if they are incapable of meriting and enjoying the freedom of Britith
laws, let us endeavour to leave them the happinefs and fecurity of their own inflitutions unviolated.
- The progrefs which many of our fervants have made in learning their language, and the tranflations
which we have obtained of their laws, togéther with the lights which we profefs relative to the ad-
miniftration of their former Mahometan rulers, open to us a clear profped for accommodating our
dominion over thefe provinces to the happinefs of the people. In the courfe of a few years, I truft,
it may be faid with truth, that the natives of Bengal are the happiclt fubjects of any great flate in
India: in proportion as they are made happy, it is to be hoped, that their virtues as people, will ap-
pearin a more éngaging light, It was Mr. Shore’s opinion, that much of their fecurity and quiet
would depend on uniting the powers of the collector and magiftrate“in one deputation of authority.
Though I agree enegﬁly with Mr. Shore in this opinion, and though Mr. Stuart's propofition, of
uniting the audaulut of each diftrict with the colleitorthip, is founded upon the fame belief, I very
_ much doubt whether we are as yet fufficiently advanced to rifque the confequences of vefting fo un-
checked a power generally in the hands of our fervants, T he inftitution of the audauluts, or feparate
eftablithments of provincial magiftracy, did great honour to its authors; and I freel y confefs, that
it is only by degrees, and after witnc[ﬁﬂg the fuccefs of progreflive experiments, that 1 can for my
OL. II- '5\? i own
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own part, confent to the abolition of the audauluts, or the transfer of that feparate jurifdiGtion to the
fame hands which pofiefs the power of the collections. Here 1.am forry to be obliged to differ with

Mr. Stuart in a leading principle of his fyftem 5 in other points, where Mr. Stuart’s plan corres
fponds in fome meafure with the doctrine laid down by Mr. Shore, 1 am prevented from giving any
concurrence on the ground of general confiderations. . !

When I fucceeded in February laft to the charge of my prefent office, I laid it down as 2 general
and neceflary principle, to avoid innovation in the fyftem of Government, to endeavour to conduck
the public affairs, in the train in which they had devolved upon me, rectifying, at the fame time, fuch
abufes as. could be remedied without any violence to eftablithed arrangements ; and it was only in
the abolition of unneceflary expenges, and the redullion of ufelets offices, that T ventured to propofe
alterations, or to introduce new meafures, without firft fubmitting them to the approbation of the
Company, Many were my reafons for preferibing to myfelf this tine of condu@®, and T communi-
cated them freely and candidly to the Board.—Every change of fyftem in Government, and efpeci-
ally in fo important & fource of its exiftence as that of its revenue, is, in miy epinion, to be _

excepting in extraordinary cafes : to attempt fuch a change, the Government itfelf ought to be
permanent, the advantages of the change tobe certain, preat, and demonftrable ; wor fhould it be
attempted, but with a previous fan@ion and full approbation of the power which alone can give it pera
mancy as a vegulation. The inconveniencies and even evils of exifting fyftems are always obvious,
and may be ealily expofed ; the advantages of any fyftem are never demonftrable, but from experi-
emce ; difadvantages may wiife where they are leaft apprehended ; andthe moft perfelt inflitutions
of legiflation and policy are often found defedtive from the inexperience and rotation of agents.

When it was firft fuggefted ot the Bomrd to change the prefent fyftern of colleSting the revenues,
I moved, That an official account fhould be Jaid before us, of the colletions of thefe provinces
for fevesal years back, ftating the grefs jwnmah or fettlement of each year, the chzr%rcs colleGtion,
the nett revenue realived, and, the balance remaining uncolleted. at account, from the year
-:':;yz'iroﬂw year 17834, now lies wpon the table ; and T beg leave to fubjoin it to this minute,
wich the explanations which accompaay it, By that account it appears demonfirably, that the
amount of the grofs callections fince the inftitution ¢f the colle@ions at the Prefidency under the

committee of revenue, has been nnmually greater by feveral lacks than the colleftian of any year

grccediug.the inflitution «of the Committee, ftis true, the balances have been likewife more con-
iderable ; but the balince remaining waeollofted at the end of the prefent year is the leaft 'ﬁncc.t}w
inflitution of the Committee. The balance of the towjee account for Cheyte clofed this yeat on
the 1ath May, s 11,54,000 rupees, which is, by ‘twe lacks of rupees, lefs than the fame account
was lalt year, ‘though 1ot clefed till the zoth of 1784, and near fix Jacks of rupees Jefs than
the preceding year 1783, clofing alfo on the ¥6th June : this is a-ftreng proof of the progreflive im-
provenients of the Uommittee’s fyftem, and aftrong argument againft innovation. 1t is true, - the
account intituled, Charges of Colleftion, has been greater fince the inftitution of the Committee
than it was formerly ; it-has rifen gralaally fince 1772-3, from 41,56,000 10 71,29,000 in 1783-4
but when the particulars of which thofe charges are compofed, mdifpl:_xed under their different
heads, as in the account A. fabjoined to this minute, it will appear that the increafe might more
properly be called the encreafing expences of ‘Government, than the encreated expences of the col-
leftion of the revenue. It fhould Jikewife be remembered, that in confequence of injunctions to the
Committee at the commencement of our-reforms in January laft, they prefented to us a redu@ion of
expence in_their department, to the amount of eight lacks of rupees per annum; and one of the
incipal fources of yeduétion in our expences, which has been held forth to the Company in ous
ate letters from the fecret department of infpection and reduétion, has proceeded from the propofed
abelition of colleStorfhips ; K reverfe of the fyftem which is now prefented for our adoption.

Tam at the fame time fiee to avow a predile@ion to the: of collectorfhips, of about eight
or ten lacks cach ; and I would with to fee every difti& of the Company’s pa‘ﬁgions, under the
fuperintendesnce of Ccmpsm_{’s covenanted {ervants, converfant in the language and manaers of the
natives, and capable of callefting, without the intervention of a native agent or.deputy, a fixed
revenue for the Company, paid and collefted by monthiy inftalments, with eale to the ryoty and
without a balance remaining unpaid of the juft dues of Government.—I could likewile wifh to fee
the Cammittee.of Revenue acting us @ Committee of Controul over fuch colle®orhips throughout
all the provinces, and Wivefted of every interference in the colleftion and management of the
revente, but that which might beneceflary in keeping the colleGors to their d ?:, checking their
accomnts, and recciving the -appeals of the Zemindars and Ryots ; and [ thould be particulacly
happyto fec the Comunittee tin a capacityto execute thefe mportant-duties, indep t of the
general agency and improper authority of 2 Native Dewan, -or in plain Englifh, a Native Chancellor
of Exchequer, Put ithefe are fmprovements and advantages in our reyenue fyftem, which Lam
not, fangume ‘enough to Jook for from any fudden or abrwpt changes : %?v may be hoped for in the
progrels .of .a regulan, woncerted, and deliberste éhain of meufures. henever the period may

arrive, when the adminiftration there and that =t home fhall unitedly refolve to begin upen fuch a -

plan for condudting the revenues of this country, it will be found that many preparatoryarrangements
are neccllany to.its introduétion with fufery, and erifuring fucceft,
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* Rtis to be fuppafid that the Company will, in confequence of the late A of Parliiment, and the
mwm"ﬁ shen kg shat fcn&'us particular infruftons on the fubjedt of the revenues,
b;:thﬂk,ﬁ:ﬁ expedlation of fuch difpatches, and 2s (o much of the'

difpatches.  Aswe are in daily

Piﬁ@'l Ma}ﬂ“ﬂy% 1 :hmkﬂomm further lofs of e'?}mqe or difeyffion of Tefs

ta pﬁnts, indtruct the Commitiee of Revenue to ‘make the fertlements of the Huzzoor
_ S 0r revenues caliedted at the Prefidency for the prefent year, in the firit of the Company’s
orders, mfr according to the obvious intention of thofe claufes in the A& of Parliament which
provide for the intereft of the Zemindars and Ryots.—We fhould, at the fame time, tran{init to the
itteg, Mr. Stuart’s plan, tegether with Mr. Shore’s memorial, informing them, that we
have it in contemplation to introduce the general fyflem recommended in both, whenever it can be
brought forward wathout the dangers and difficulties incident to a fudden chanpe of fyftem, and’

without clathing with inftructions which may be foon expe&ed from home. Sh ,fd the miajority of
the Board differ w@winwpmfm apm{m, and not nccede to it-as my propofition ; ﬂ:tm{ld :zc

- on the contrary, have fuch an impreffion of the defe@s of the prefent fyffem, or of the mifmana;gg
¢ ment of it in any particular department or agent, 2s tothink the introduétion of a new fyftem, o of
Mr. Stuart’s plan in particular, immediately neceffary; I'hope they will devote their particylar
attention to the charge of the plan’ on Ml_iﬁl'lbwmyl?ﬁpiwﬁd to reflve ; though it cannot meet
my approbation, it will certainly receive my wtineft fupport. 1 cannot, at ¢he fame time, be equally
rt} mfible for the iffue at the end of the enfuing year.—Mr. Cowper, the afting Prefident of the
Committee, in whofe abilities, activity, and integrity, I repofe the moft perfedt confidence, aflured
rag, on the 29th of lalt mondh, that of the Huzzory Mahis or colle@ions made at the Khalfa, there
would be little or no halance this year, if the Committec were fully fupported in realizing them, Tam
convinced the other members of the Committee will exert themielves fully to difcharge their duty,
and do credit to the adminiftration : and I beg leave to obferve to the Board, that there is hardly any
medium, between the moft ample power and real refponfibility, in a truft fuch as thar, which we have
delegated to the Committee of Revenue.—~The smonthly rotation of the Controul, which Mr, Stuart
pofes for 4 Membar of Council to execute, by fitting in the Khalfi as Comptroller of the Col-
i?hms would, I fear, forue only to weaken the ‘efficient authority of the Committee, without in-
troducing a more powerll check.  T"he Controul muft be permadicat in one authority to be cither
efficient or refponlible, and it requires the undivided attention of any one officer of Goyernment.
But upon what da;saf the week could this controul be exercifed by any of the Members of Goyern-
ment_individually ?-—there being public councils, at which the prezcnce of all the Members is
neceflary, except on Saturdays and Sundays.
' A {Sigaed) J. MPHERSON,

aane! o T maar

REMARKS on the Mode of adminiftering rjuﬂ‘icc to the Natives in Bengal, and on the Collefion
0]

the Revenues,

V) o 4 m, 1 bt

t. THE Company arc in polleffion of a very extenfive territorial jurifdiction in Bengs
«equally fertile, populous, and advantageous to the Britifh nation, for the ‘iu;gc Jgeturns it makes
in revenues and manufadlures. :

It becomes a queftion, What fyftem of Government can be befl adopted for the manag ement of
this territory ? This cannot be anfwered till feveral leading falts have been afcertained. '

zal jsinbabited by various fe@s, among®t which that of the Hindoos may be eftimated to make
uip eight tenths of the lation : they are the aborigines of the country, and by natyrs and religion
are peaceable and inoffenfive. : '

Their national charadler is the compound of their charalters as individuals : an obftinate attach-

ment to all their cuftoms and prejudices, whether fuperftitious, cergmonious, or traditional, may be
deemeil a general chara@leriftic of the Hindoos. e

- Their manners of the mature of the Government -under which they ever lived : as thishas
been arbitriry or defpotic, the natives are timid and fervile. As individudls, they are infolent to
their inferiors; to their fuperiors, generally fpeaking, fubmiffive ; though they are to them alfo
‘guilty of infolence, where they can%w fo with.impunity.

Speculation they feldom indulge in any tranfaétions ; the prefent hour js what they alpne look
the advantage of, which they wi notforego for greater profpetts, if remote. ‘Tb'f;yly are ag lmt
by curiofity. I/.éqf:f :

R : " Individuale
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. Individuals have little fenfe of honour; and the nation is wholly void of i:ublic‘virﬁ;e,‘ They
make not the lealt feruple of lying, where falfehood is attended with advaﬂtag‘e_;_\ye‘t both Hin-
doos and Mahomedans continually fpeak of their credit and reputation, by which they mean
little more than the appearance they make to the world. OF the two. "the latter are miore
tenacious of thiss the f@ame man that will fubmit to the preateft indignities exercifed upon
him in private, will be clamorous at an affront put upon him before his fervants or the

public. : : i y ' Ve
;-i(;;unnin_g,a.nd artifice is wifdom with them : to deceive and ovet-reach is to acquire the chara&er
‘of 2 wilc man, . - : AR RN R e s A

7 The greateft difgrace they can fuffer is to lofe their caft, or, as we fiy, to be excommunicated.
This punifhment s inflicted for the ‘breach of the injuntios of their religion ; or, what is the -
fame, of the ordinances of their priefts, Tlo lie, fteal, plunder, ravith, or murder, are not deemed
fufficient erimes to meri¢ expuliion from fociety. | . ' A

- ‘With a Hindoo, all is centened.ih_ himfelf ; his own intereft is his guide; ambition is a fecon-
dary quality with him; and the love of money is the fource of this paffion. !

.. The advantage they derive over -Europeaﬁs, is practifing thofe arts of meannefs which an
European detefts. A ‘man muft be long ‘acquainted with them, before he can believe them ca-
pabg-rof that barefaced  fallehood, fervile -adulation, and deliberate deception, which they daily
praétife. CEIE i eI A Bl B0

To our Government they have Jittle attachment 3 yet itis certain that, in general, property ‘has
‘been more fecure, and individuals lefs opprefied, than under the defpotifim of their Nabog:. Tafe
fext this with all the confidence conviction infpires. I believe them to be as much attached to'the
Englith Government as they would be to any other ; but if another dominion could eftablifh it
felf, they would embrace it with indifference. * The reafon of this muft be. fought for in the con-
fequences of a defpotic authority ;- and by tracing them, the charaéters of the natives will be ea-
fily develaped and underftood; in them will be feen the fource of - timidity, adulation, ‘and
decelt, which, prevail. i }

It is very obvious, that within the Jaft ten or twelve years, a confiderable alteration has taken
place in the manners of the people. ~This alteration is the natural confequence of a greater de-
gree of intimacy with Europeans, than they formerly were admitted to. Thofe parts of our cha-
racter, which firft’ drew their attention, were bravery, clemency, and good faith. hey have fince
found that we are not wholly deftitute of weaknefles and vices 5 and that Europeans, like all others,
are open to temptation : the refpe&t they entertained for us as individuals, or.as a nation, is: dimi-
nifhed; and they now: confider themfelvés ‘upon a more equal footing.

The introdudtion of the Supreme Court of Judicature has largely contributed to the elevation
of the natives, and to the depreflion of Europeans. ‘This fyftem, -which was meant for the relief
ofithe natives, has, in very few refpeéts, anfwered that objec; in many inftances it has been
‘a Beavy grievance to them ; "and the natives themfelves have found out the art of mnkinf the
powers of the Court the means and inftrument of forwarding their own views of intereft an op-
preffion, of eluding the power of the Government, and of weakeping its authority, by engaging the
‘two tribunals in contefts with each other. )

It is.in vain that we fearch for men of enlightened underftanding, deep reafoning, and refle@ion,
amongft the natives, The education of the Hindoos is confined to their beintg taughe their own lan-
‘guage: the Mahomedans are little better inflruted ; the acquifition of 2 few moral or political
maxims, which in practice they negledt, is all they know of the art of Government ; if exceptions
_eun be found, they are very rare. . : ] ‘

Such are the iuhabitants of Bengal, over whom the Europeat jurifdiétion is eftablithed ;' pru-
dence may, no doubt, render it permanent, but prudence and policy alone can effeét this; for ona
;comparifon of their numbers with ourfelves, it muft be evident to all, that the power by which we

‘rule is lefs real than ideal.

¥ "The grand obje&t of our Government in this country, fhould be to conciliate the minds of
the natives: this may be effeCled by allowing them the free enjoyment of all their prejudices,
and by fecuring to them their rights and property : the form of it fhould, I think; be delpo-
o8¢, and the natives fhould flill be retained in thofe habits of fubmiffion which are natural and
miliar “to them ; 0 this they will make no obje@ion, whillt they are treated with humanity:and
juitice. (76
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Wmmwmm of Govelnment and its fubje@s, T would preferve a great and: re«
sectable diftance 3 nor fuffer the perfons’of the Members of the State to be treated with & funis
rity which induces contempt. - ' |

! In&&, tﬁe.Supmme Souncil in Beng'al'ﬂiould be a Council, a comptrol’ mercly to fuperintend

the conduct of all the other departments of the flaté, and oblige them to do their dity.  As a Gos

© yernment, or as individuals, they fhould not interfere in the exccutive duties of fubordinate ftati-
ons ; but be attentive only to corredt their errors, reform ‘their abufes, or punifh their injuftice 5
they fhould prefcribe rules of conduct, and leave the execution of them to others. |

. Their bufinefs upon this feale would be limited, fimple, and eafy: but where the Members of
‘the State, or the colledlive body of it, attend to all applications, interfere in all appointments, and
undertake bufinefs of a trifling nature, they can neither aft with propriety as an office of comp-
trol, nor as an office of difpatch, whilft they leave itin the power of the loweft to judge of their
capacities and intentions. . ¢

Upon this principle, all the fubordinate offices of Government fhould alfo be formed : the prada<
tion from the firft to the laft thould be eafy and connected 5 and all bufinefs in its progrefs fhm_Lfd ob-
ferve thefe gradations : and we muft be careful not to fuffer the exiftence of two authorities that clall
with the operations, and cauntérad the influcnce of each other.

Thefe are the general outlines ; in the application of them we are to confider the three great de-
ents of the Government, viz. The adminiftration of i'ufhce, the management of the revenucs,
and the commercial interefts—The political department relates to other objects, {o wide and exten-

five, that it muft be confidered feparately.

‘= Several fyftems have been adopted for the managemént of the revenues, and the adminiftration of
~ Juftice; at one period they have been united, at another they have been feparated.

Till the year 1770, the revenucs, with a few partial exceptions, were under the cotitroul of the

. matives 3 but it was then deemed more advantageous to the Company to employ their fervants.

In confequence of this determination, Europeans were appointed as fuperyifors, and the' comptrol

of the diftriéls, in matters of revenue, as well as in what related to the adminiftration of juftice, was
vefted in them,

_ Two Councils of Comptrol were eftablifhed 3 one ‘at Moorfhedabad, and oné at Patna i to thefe
the collectors were fubordinate, and acked under their orders and authority.

Thefe Councils were, in their turn, {ubordinate o the Council at the Prefidency, compoled of the
Members of the Government themfelves. :

The Khalfa, or Head Revenue Court of the country, was at that period fixed at Moorfhedabad 3
but it was thought proper to remove it to Calcutta, and the Council at Fert William took upon
themfelves the immediate direfion and comptrol of the collectors s in confequence of which the two
Councils at Moorfhedabad and Patn were abolithed.

In 1774 the colle@ors were recalled, and the diftri@s were formed into divifions, and a4 Provincial
Conncil of Revenue appointed for each ; their ftations were at Calcutta, Burdwan, Patna, Dacca,
Moorfhedabad, and Dinagepore. The adminiftration of civil juftice was vefted in the Couneil at
large, but held in rotation g;’ one of the Members.

In 1780 the adminiftration ofguﬂ'ice was feparated from the comptrol over the revenues, and
vefted in perfons neither connedted with the Revenue department, nor fubordinate to it.

In 1781 the plan was extended, and the number of the courts of adawluts encreafed; and in
the ‘beginning of ‘the fame year the prefent fyftem for the management of the revenues took

ace. ' '

To all thefe plans, excepting the firft, very folid objeGtions may be made. In propofing the fyftem,
which appears to me the fimpleft and the beft, T fhall give attention to them.

The following are the outlines of the plan ;

th. That in the two departments of the adminiftration of juftice in civil cafes, and the
management and comptrol of the -revenues, the fervants of the _(L.,c:mpany thould be employed:

2d.. That the dutics of thefe two departments be vefted in the fame perfons.

o
Vor. I s (T 3d. That
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3d. " That for this purpofé, (I:dmp;any’-sfcmnts, under the denomination of fuperis
appointed to the different diftriéls, i ' v

Article 1ft,

After the character which has been drawn of the natives, it 15 needlefs to add, that I think them
ill caleulated for thefe important trufts. I might appeal to the expericnce of every European, who
has had opportunities of fecing the natives in office, in fupport of my opinion. Jirg,

. b 5

The gencral fyftem of affairs in Bengal is now wholly different from what it was ten years
ago ¢ the feale of conneftions and interefts is greatly extended, and Englith forms of policy

and law are introduced.  The natiyes no longer Took up to one of their own country and feét

as their fupreme head, but to Europeans; nor can they aft, as formerly, without our advice
and affittance. : L g

It is the part of 2" wife Government to provide againft all contingencies : we ought not therefore
to rely npon the peaceable difpofition of the natives, or on a fuppofed attachment to us; but ef-
tabliD{ fuch a comptrol in all parts of the country, that, in cafe of a fore_ign invafion by an Euro-
pean power, or of the inroads of an Eaftern enemy, or the event of rebellion in any of our provin-
ces, the payment of the revenues may not be fufpended, illicit correfpondence of dangerous confede-
racies may be ¢hecked, and the contagion of rﬂ:gxcllion {tifled. . :

" "That the fervants of the Company are qualified for the tafk I propofe to allot to them, I may

yenture to pronounce, “T'he collelion of the revenues is in itlelf fimple; and if it is now attended
with particular embarrafiments, they arife from the fyftem which has been eftablithed, or from
other accidental caufes.  Common fenfe, a competent knowledge of the language, application,
and rectitude of intention, are all the qualities required either for this or in the diftribution of
Juftice. It is part of the comptrolling power to retain every man in his duty, and prevent the
abufe of authority, i

An Englifhman cannot defcend to thofe little pratices of oppreflion or extortion fo familiar to
the natives ; his mind revolts at the idea of them : and admitting eyen that fome are, by habi,
connections, or neceflity, become deprayed, there is, after all, in every breaft a fenfe of honoyr and
virtve that secoils from the low vicious arts of 2 native of Bengal, .

In reverting to the period when this fyltem was eftablifhed, I cannot recolle@ any objections
againft it ; fome might be drawn from the perfonal chara@ers of the individuals employed ; but
thofe can no more be wrged againft the plan itlelf, than the vices of the priefts can be adduced to
prove the Chriftian religion wrong, If a Goyernment will fuffer crimes and vices to go unpunifh-
ed, no fyflem can be adopted that will anfiwer any good purpofe. /

-

Article 2d.

People long accuftomed toa delpotic authority, thould only lock to one mafter. Tt is impoflible
to draw a line between the revenue and judicial departments, in fuch a manner 23 to prevent their
clathing 3 ‘and in this cafe, either the revenuss mulk fuffer, or the adminiftration of juftice be fufs
pended. The prefent regulations define the objedls of the two feveral junifdictions with clearnefs
and precifion 5 yet they continually clath in pradtice ; complaines are {o blended, that it is often
impofiible to determine to which tribunal they belong 3 and that there has not been mare con-
fufion than has a&lually happened, is owing to the diferetion of thofe who have been entrufted with
the: adminiftration of juttice.

It may be poflible in the courfe of time, to induce the natives to pay their rents with regula-
rity, and without compulfion, but this is not the cafe at prefent.  If any force is offered, a com-
plaint is made in a court of juftice, and whether true of falfe, a temporary protection is given to
the complainant, who is releafed from the demands upon him: to realize them afterwards is no
eafy matter.

In all demands for revenues, or in fummonfes to caule the attendance of parties at the Adawluts,
Peons are employed, and very often the Peons of the two tribunals meet at the houfe of the fame
man, where the property of his perfon is contefted, and he is obliged to pay both parties.

In thofe diftriéls, fuch as Boglepore, &c. where the two jurifdictions are vefted in the fame per-
fon, thefe inconveniences do not arife : the duties of the two departments, though united in the
famg perfon, are feparated in praclice ; and this may {4l be done,

- AR

(Er L T T 1

v

B Lo e

“heais
e



J
1}

. ; .-.:it
If ﬁ] e p [i t lm ﬁl d Cﬂ m '% il Win be ‘nee fﬁry_to_ fecure the t‘eg-u,ia_t:ion's for the admi-
‘niftration of juftice: in general they are very pioper, ﬁlﬂ: fome few alterations will be neceflary,

* and to reduce them to the underftandings of the people, they require to be fimplified.

I. I:hutmnﬂwﬁlte of this Government to form gond regulations, but not to enforce them; and

' this gave room to thefe abjections, which were made againft the powers of the Cousrs uf Revenue
‘and juftice being exercifed by the fame perfons; the error was notin the inftitution, ‘but in the
neglet of duty. ) O

1If any folid arguments can be urged ot the other fide, it is, that the bufine(s of either depart.
ment will be found fufficient to occupy the whole time and attention of one man. It is certain
he will not have much leifire; but I am convinced may neverthelefs perform the duties of hoth
offices to the fatisfaction of himflf and his fuperiors, by a well regulated method and proper

attention. §1 it j
. Article 2d. i '

In the remarks on the firft article, one great advantage of this fyftem has been pointed out;

others are not wanting.

. In the aftual colleétion of the revenues, nothing is more neceffary than to give immediate atten-
tion to all complaints, which are preferced daily without number, and difpatch them in a fummary
manner., This cannot be done where the comptrol is remote.

" In every Pergunnah throughout Bengal, there are fome diftint ufages which cannot be clearly
knowa at a diftance ; yet in all complaints of opprefiion or extortion, thefe muft be known before a
decifion can be pronounced. But'to learn at Caleutta the particular cuftoms of a difkrict of Rad-
fhaby or Dacca, is almoft impofiible ; and confidering the channels through which an explanation
muft pafs, and through which the complaint is made, any colouring may be given to ity andiop-
preffion and extortion, to the ruin of a diftrict, may be pradtifed with impunity.

This is a continual fource of embartaliment to the Committee of Revenue in Calcutta,  One
object of their inftitution is, to bring the revenues without agency to the Prefidency ; and all local
comptrol is removed from over the renters who pay at Calcutta, or what is called huzzoory 3 when
complaings are made againft them, it is almoft impoffible to diferiminate truth from falfetood 5 and
to prevent a failure in the revenues, it is found neceffary in all doubtful cafes, to fupport the far-
mer ; 4 circumftance which may confirm the moft cruel allts of oppreflion.

" The real ftate of any diftrict cannot be known by the Committee ; a farmer or Zemindar may
plead, that an inundation has ruined him, or that his country is a defart from want of 'rain; an au-
meen is fent to examine the complaint ; he returns with an exagperated account of lofles, proved in
volumes of intricate accounts, which the Committee have no time to read, and for which the au-
meen is well paid; poilibly, however, the whole account is falfe, Suppofe no aumeen is employed,
and the renter is hel_g to the tenor of his engagements, the lofs, if real, muft cecafion his ruin, un-
lefs his afleffment is very moderate indeed.

I may venture to pronounce, that the real ftate of the diftrills is now 1665 known, and the reve-
nues lefs underfrood, than in 1771.  Since the natives have had the difpofal of accouwntsy fince they
have been introduced as agents, and trafted wich authority, intricacy and confufion have raken place ;
the records and accounts which have been compiled are numerous 3 yet, when quny particular ac-
eount is wanted, it cannot be found. It is the bulinefs of all, from the Ryott to the Dewan, to
conceal and deceive; the fimpleft saatters of fadt are defignedly covered with a veily thirough which
1o human underftanding can penetrate, | '

With refpec to the préfent Committee of Revenue, it is morally impoffible for them to exe-
‘cute the bufinefs they' are entrufted with ; they arc vefted with a general comiptrol, and they have
an executive authority, larger than ever was before given to any Board or body of men; they may
and muft get through the bufinefs, but to pretend to affert that they really execute it, would be
folly and falfehood.

The grand objec of the natives is to_acquire independent comptrol ; and for many years they
bave purfued this with wonderful art. The farmers and Zemindars under the Committee profecute
the fame plan, and have ready objellions to any thing that has the leaft appearance of reitri€tion ;
all comptrol removed, they can p{undcr as they pleafe. 4

The Committee muft have a dewan, or execntive officer,” call him by what name you pleafe.
This man, in fact, has all the revenues paid at the Prefidency at his difpofal ; and can, if he has
any abilities, bring all the renters under contribution. It is little advantage to reftrain the Come

,.,f » miftee
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mittee themielves from bribery or ‘corruption, when their executive ofﬁcer has the power of prac+
tifing both undeteted, ‘ : Al i _

To difplay the arts employed by a native on fuch occafions would fill a volume, He difcovers the
fecret refources of the Zemindars and Renters, their encinies and competitors ; dndy by the engines
of hope and fear raifed upon thefe foundations, he can work them to his purpofes. The Committee,
with the belt intentions, beft abilitics, and fteadieft application, muft, after all, be a tool in the
hands of their Dewan, i

This would never be the cafe in the fyftem T propofe, as the Dewan would neither be the channel
of information, nor of exccuting orders 5 his bufinefs would be limited, ity .

The fame objedtions that aie made againft the prefent Committee of Revenue, may be applied
to the fyftem of Provincial Councils; it is fufficient to fay of them, that the univerfal opinion,
{trengthened by experience, has pronounced the fyftem fundamentally wrong, and inapplicable to any
good purpoles. :

After ally the Government muft confider, that to make people do their duty, hope muft be held
out as well as reward; or, in the words of a gentleman, formerly a Member of the Supreme
Council, “No Government will be ferved faithfully that does not reward its fervants liberally.”

“This is one great defect in the fyftem for the adminiftration of juftice; the pay of the judges is
equal only to their fubfiftence, and their prefent rank is the laft flep of the fcale.  Having no ohject
in this line, they have little inducément to exert themfelves in it, but are anxious to get removed to
fome. other where their profpects are better.

Foujedary Jurifdiction.—Of the Foujedary Jurifdiction nothin% has yet been faid, In this depart-
ment, criminal juftice is adminiftered, and it is the only office left to the Nabob. " f

I do not fee any particular reafon for changing the fyftem itfelf, and perhaps it would, on many
accounts, be improper 5 but fome regulations are highly neceflary, : -

Mahomed Reza Cawn is at the head of this department, and is the only perfon I know in the .
country qualified for it. If he were left to himfelf, I have not a doubt but he would conduét it well 3
but he is {o circumf{cribed by recommiendations of particular perfons, and by the proteétion held out
to his officers by Europedns, that, to my Knowledge, he has not been able to punifh them even when
they have been convidted of the greatelt enormities ; and he has often on this account been blamied
when his hands were tied 1p. '

The prefent Foujeda rrr fyftem, unlefs it has l:xtely. undeérgone great alterations from the Controul
over the Foujedars velted in 1hef£‘udges of the Adawlet, is a mere fyftem of rapine and plunder,
and furnifhes another proof againft the leaving natives with uncontrolled power.

‘What is particularly wanted is, to impofe checks and reftraints upon the Foujedarry officers;
feattered about the different diftrifts; and this might be done confiftent with the plan I propofe,
by lodgitig a centrolling power with the collettors over them. With refpeét to the trial of
delinquents, that fhould be left with the natives alone; the trial is always fent to the Naib Nazim,
and muft be confirmed by him, and receive his fan&ion)__befare the fentence can be carried into’
execution,

I do not think it would be unbecoming the dignity or humanit{y of this Government, to pro-
cure fome alteration in’ particular punifhments, which are a dilgrace to humanity: [ allude
in particular to the cutting off limbs, and impaling ; the very mention of which makes nature
Thudder.

As to the mode of controll, it might be as follows: to fix the ftation of the head Foujedar of a
diftrict at the fame place with the fuperintendent, and to oblige him to make a daily report of all the
prifoners under his charge ; to order him to obey the orders of the collector for. the feizure of any
delinquents, and if the crimes of the prifoners merit trial, to make the Foujedar deliver them over
without delay to the proper officers for that purpofe; to abolith all fines whatever as punifhments ;
and to reduce the number of petty Tannahs or Guards which are now feattered about the cowntry.

To prevent an abufe which arifes from the pay of Peons employed by this Court, ahd which is
made an article of profit; a reftriétion might be laid upon the Foujedar, not to iffue fummonies, but
under the fignature of the fuperintendent. e ]
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ot wras formerly the duty of the Zeminduss. v prefive the peacé within theis refpeive diffidk,
‘#nd 1o apprebend all robbers and breakers of the peace : this cannot be done univerfaily, but may

il 'be adopted in particular difiriéls ; for inflance, in Burdwan,

It may now bapm?er to take a general review of the fyftem 1 propofe. ‘The adminiftration
of juftice; and eollection of the réveriues of the whole country, having been vefted in Company’s
- fervants, appointed to the different diftricks, it will be neceffiry to eftablith a controul aver them.

 For this purpofe, a’ Council of Control, fimilar to the prefent Committee of Revere, fhonld
_ be eftablithed in Caleutta, with whom the collectors thould correfpond, and whofe orders they are
' toobey. To them they are to fend their monthly accounts of their colleGtions and difburfements,
. and remit the {ormer to them.

 This Courcil fhould be fimply deliberative, nor have any office of colle@ion itflf: ¥ would
ot allow: them any judicial authority, except merely to refer compluints of any kind to the

. The Ercf‘eﬁt Court of Appeal, undet the name of ‘Sudder Dewanny Adawlet, may fill continue
with all its powers ; to this Court the colletors, in their judicial capacities, are to be fubjeét, and
to make their returns to ity as at prefent. -

The-:Sﬁpﬂ':‘m Council will fill have a contral over the whole ¢ the Committec are to fend the
monthlg accounts to them, with their proceedings, as at prefent, with a general report upon the
ftate of the bufinefs and condult of the colledtors.

- Every fubordinate office muft be poffefled of full authority: the Committée muft ot interfere in
the duties of the collettor, who, within his jurifdiction, fhould be confidered as defpotic.

The Committee hould not decide (prima facie) upon reprefentations from the natives, but fhould
refer them to the colleftors. It will be one pdrt of their duty to hear all complaints againdt the
¢olle@ors, and call upon them' to anfwer ‘them.  The Committee, in this cafe, muft be ordered to
lay a ftate of their proceedings before the Supreme Council, who will pafs fuch a decifion upon
them as they think proper, In the fame manner, the Supreme Council will exercife a control
over both, ;
It is a very eapital defe@ in this Government, that no fyftem is permanent. Thofe amongft
the natives, whme influence, are the firft to fuggeft changes, as they muft 'gain by them ; but
this continual variation of fyftem introduces diﬁ:rufg and diffidence of the Government amongfk all
claffes; it prevents all inclination to improvement, and makes every man anxious to gather the profits

of his hour; lefk 3 new change thould deprive him of them.

If the ‘prefent fitwation of affairs were in any refpedt eligible, 1 ﬂwu!d not propofe an alt&.ﬁ!lion-;
but I am convinced it is fundamentally bad ; and that the fyfiem now propafed, admitting it t6 be
incomplete, will in every refpect be infinitely better. I do not, however, wifh to fee it introduced,
h“auhﬁd wi% ’mtmd adherd;ng to it; and if the Government will compel every mau to do
dis d y tewarding thofe who do execute it, and by difmiffing thofe who are incapable oF neg-
hgemn?i‘ the pérformance of /ity [ may venture to pronounce, that the fyftem itfelf will anfiver every
objett intended by it -

In taking into confideration the management of the revenues, it is neeefEury at the fame tim¢ o
confider the mode of fettlement.

It may not be practicable, confidering the fettlement formed by the Committee of Revend, to
make any confiderable alteration during the prefent year; but a foundation thould be laid, and the
plan fketched out at full, and filled up afterwihtds, as cireumftances adnit.

It may be pronounced, that upon the whole, the Zemindars, who have the greateft rights, are

alfo the propereft perfons for the management of the revenues of their own diftriéts : fome exceptions

" to this as 2 vat rule will hereafter be pointed out, :

1 therefore propofe that the fettlement be made with the Zemindars themfelves, and that the amount
of the jumma be irrevocably fixed during the life-time of the Zemindar,

.. The affefliment thould alfo be moderate, and in that cafe the Zemindar fhould be compelled to pay
ity taking upon himfelf all profits and loffes: if the affeflment is exceflive, there will be either a
neceffity to admit an abatement in cafe of lofs, or the lands muft be fold,

Vo, iI. i 4 v A vl The
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"'he forer altersative is the befls and in that cafe it might be made a rule tofell a ﬁ'oiﬁtioﬁ'-'_rﬂf Ao

the Zemindary to make good arrears. [ would even limit 4 day when this operation thould take =

place; to the firft day of the fecond month of the new year. ' . i R T

; : Thie exceptions againft his rule arife from the incapacity of the Zemindars, &wing_.to fex or

; ' iminority.  Both the Zemindars of Dinagepore and Burdwan are minors, and wholly incapable at

I prefent ‘of managing the rents of their own diftrics: in thefe cafes the following modes acour;
either to appoint an officer on the part of Government to take the management of thé rents, or, fo
let the lands to farm, ] _ '

In the former- cafe the perfon appointed is only anfwerable for what he adtually colle&s; in the
latter cafe, he is refponfible for a certain fum. : | _

1f proper perfons fhould be found for the trufty the former maogde appears to me preferable ; and
it may be adopted when the Zemindar himfelf has any near relations capable of the truft: the fear

of difmifion will be fome reftraint upon him. '

The latter mode alfo has its “advantages; - but thefe depend alfo upon the choice of the perfons.
1 ywould not abfolutely fix upon cither, but adopt one or the other as eircumftances indicate,

In whatever inftances a farmer is employed, it ought not to be for one year but fora term ; 2s he
‘ought not to be admitted without fufficient reafon, he ought 1ot to be difpofleffed merely to make

room for another perfon.

Every Zemindar has lands under the denomination of Bert, Bermooler, &c. whichare rent free.
For the management of thefe lands, T would propofe that a perfon fhould be nominated by Govern-
ment, where the diftriét is not left with the Zemindar himfelf, ,

Under ew:!]/ fituation, however, the Government muft take upon themfelves the care of the
Zemindar’s education during bis minority : experience teaches, that this truft, when left at the
diferetion of their relations, ot a farmer, is never executed faithfully. The confequence is, that

the Zemindars are incapable of managing their lands at the time . they are qualificd by their age to
undertake it

1f the Government fix the affeffiment, they muft at the fame time fix their own expences, It was
formerly remarked, that the habit of this Government to encreale its experices was £NONMOUS.
fon of the progrefs of expence fince this remark was made, in the beginning of 1776,

A compari

will fally verify it;

To conclude : If the plan now recommended for the adminiftration of juftice, and the manage-
ment of the revenues, take place ; and if thofe employed in it are retained in their duty, in the
courfe of two or three years the fyftem; which is now confufed and complicated, will become ealy
and fimple, neither difficult to un erftand; nor embarrafling to perform. ' '

With refpedt to the expence of this plan, it will not be fo great as at prefent, even after fixing
certain pmrf; for the perfons employed, by allowing them commiffion upon the net collections,
which I think the propereft mode of paying them : but that this matter may not be left in doubt,
flem and expence fhould precede the adoption of it; and this may be

the whole detail of the fy
done eafily. If thefe refle@ions are deemed of fuflicient weight to merit confideration, the writer

will chearfully embrace the trouble of this detail. i

N. B. Since the above memorial was written, various parts of the provinces were formed into
colleGrorfhips 2nd fuperintendfhips 3 fuch as Raadfhai, Burdwan, Rungpore, &c, &c. &e.

Revenue Departrgnt, »+ # j
A true copy. 1t
: B. APLIN,

Adlling Secretary.

9/ ABSTRACT



RACT _]umma Waflil Bawkey o BENGAL and BEnar

Land Revenue of the Soubahs;

From the BENGAL and

4

? md“d“‘g the Whelc ef‘_; the-

BEHAR Years 1179-80 to 1:190-1, mcluﬁve.

Nett Colie&tions Account
ths Revenue of the Cure

Colle&ed and

defra yci for

Grofs Colle&ions on Ac-

Balance at the-End of each

= 2E Grofs Jumma secoding to st Yoy pia o th g:l;:f:;e:;‘thi'kzﬂnue covat the Serlemcat of he Cullé&cgﬂ::l:é ;;Lccm:. Balance ﬂ;:],t ntnﬁuihg
Revenue Department. :

e e wm __ s o 32
1179 or 1180 or 1772—32,66,41,060 2 6 —i19572,793 1 2 2| 41,56,970 9 18 2}2,37,29,763 11 e 3] 20,115,296 7 5 1] 18,88,226 — 12 3 10’23,070 5 a3 ___‘__.:: «:é'
2180 or 1181 or 1773—4 17303531 4 11 211,02,74,932 8 16 —f 43,02,596 1 10 2[2,3577,528 10 6 2f 37,26,002 10 5 —| 1805528 6 15 1 xg,zw.; 3 9 3}%
2181 or 1182 or 1774—502,66,16,083 2 19 —11,95,69,609 10 1r 1 41,5%,272 13 15 —12,37,20,882 8 6 1] 28,896,100 10 12 3 17,40,369° 7 19 1} 1555701 2 13 2 :_%
1182 or 1183 or 1775—6}2,67,53,301 6 11 3119525824 11 3 1| 4507471 I5 I 1{2,40,33,206 10 4 2| 27,20,004 12 7 1 12,18,176 5 10 3 :5,91,838 6 z& 2 i;%
_;1!83 or 1184 or r776—7/2,69,01,033 6 12 —1,87,15,865 2 15 — 4-9:05_:?39 513 112,36,21,604 8 8 1f 32,709,428 14 3 3| 13,094,769 — 18 3 13:34:659 i3 __5 '—— & |
511-84 or 1185 or 1777—82,57,61,716 10 7 257949769 15 8 —| 53,80,818 -~ 5 312,24.20,527 15 13 3] 23,315,188 10 1.3 31 20,78,450 ET 12,52,737 1...‘_ 12 z_ ‘
;3_135 or 1186 or 1778-—912,53,82,:873 5 10 1|1,73,95871 4 4 3 56450946 13 5 2{2,304,818 I 10 I 2341055 4 — — 1 1%10,747 2 14 3| 421,308 1 ¢ :f_ ;%“
|1186 or 13187 or 1779-802,52,60,664 12 14 1|1,80,21,226 1 7 3 5680637 2 1 —=12,37,01,863 3 8 1f20,5880 9 6 — 1566,321 13 5 3 4,92,47§ 12— L {
1187 or 1188 or 1780—102,55,12,080 6 17 13|1,65,84,181 10 11 2 60,98,510 3 5 312,26,82,601 13 17 1 28,20,388 9 — 2| 14,24,542 — [0 2 14,04,846 8 10 —
1188 or 118q or 1781—2p2,79,05,850 1 7 —{1,89,55,004 -5 8 1| 66,55,869 7 16 —12,56,10,873 13 4 1| 22,045,076 4 2 37 623989 3 5 116,570,087 — 7 2 :
1189 or 1160 or 1782—312.80,25,465 — 14 2]1,88,24855 I 2 3| 50,63,660 14 § — 24788515 15 7 3] 32,36,049 1. 6 3! 650461 11 13 —| 25,86,487 5 153 % e
u(jo OF 1791 or 1783—412,72,65,414 11 18 3[1,81,03,491 15 10 1] 71,20,003 14 4 I 2,53:22,585 13 14 2] 10,42,828 14 4 1 14 17 — '

449,615

14,93,212 15 7

Ay Thefe confit of Charges of colle@-
ing, aad a Variety of other Charges,
which, aithough defrayed from the
Revenue Department, do mot cor s
under the Head of Charges Collzflion §

the Particulars are uamni

o

Fort William, the 17th May. 1785,

Errors excepted.

{Signed)

CHARLES CROFTES. : :
Accomp*. Genl. to the Reve, Deraest.

-
L] kwu,n,_._'im
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W o Ly i | . | : | . . \
PARTICULARS of thec CHARGES defrayed in the REVENUE DEPARTMENT. @L

Charges Collecting. ! Char_'-% b OF the Civil and Criminal Courts. |,
Y ELAR S, ~ Total. Charges Zemindarys | |75 | Total. Law Charges, Charng Poclbundy, CIJJIJ"RE;T':L“I i-lliil Charges, Dawke Charges. | Charges Police. T.I::;vtnrcfﬁcul::ﬁgx: Sebundy Charges: it T(i’:xni:t?; Vi |
cﬁr:é%;;s. g!;:ﬁ:: | Ci"jf Fj,fj}.‘::“‘"“ Ch“j‘fﬁ;ﬂ‘:‘lﬁ:ﬁarr)’ vincial Cauncils. Reyenue Departments

;i-r'.".l Behar  Englith !
Year. - Years Style. | . .
1179 oF ns‘o;or 1772—3{14,08,353 1 15 3/3:55,25¢ 1 8 -l17,63,607 3 3 3|19,14,612 10 7 .l 3313': 919 10~ BI85 1 g - 1,05,073 11 19 — — 200,33015 e )1 £ it . s o Sk 4 z
1186 or 1191 or 1773—4(11,03,882 8 — 1[6,43,003 4 I —l17,465885 12 1 1119:36,113 137 5 4"'% 5 10 == =1,40,660 2z 18 -| 1,82,385 12 18 =} — — 3:44,051 13§ -133,279 10 6 2l 4= — 125,637 3 15 -{34:242 (2 7 =] =~ — L 43,027,596 1 10 2
1181 0r 1182 OF 17747—~5/12,47,564 11 11 =12:72,743 12 — -IE,ZO,?,OS 7 11 ={21,09,318 6 12 - ‘;5-’4_ 7 43 2 211,90,901 13 9 2| 2,36,719 10 Iz ~f — —  [2,02,102 4 II =1301/3G0 e 10 = | e libr s v et alee Sip vl gl ST L W L8 i o e
1182 o 1183 0 1775=06/14,72,292 14 § 2[2,75,830 7 11 2017,48,123  § 17 =[22,41,945 8 15 3| 33,4k0 A5 7 ~2,17,036 ¥ 13 2| 2,50,466 — 19 2| — — 1,78,266 — ~— wf3B 521 ~—~ 1 - 4~ 110,258 13 == —39,891 2 8 o — —_— 45:07,471 15 1 1
s RELAG I e e el el 50'6.‘6 15 [~ ~i4.46,882 10 13 1) 4,97,509 9 13 115,136 3 10 =l3,27,350 6 16 «l35,040 10 1g ~ (qr — 12,518 12 — -J39,891 2 8 —~ gl et 19+955739 5. 13 1
1164 or 1185 OF 1797—818,30,413 1 — 313,64,147 1 13 1j21,04,560 2 14 22,28,854 & 11 3 717,[3 X4 -h94.825 13 12 2f 5,68,553 14 16 2016222 14 7 2,810,556 14 16 45795 13 6 2 - | 204 — — <3000 11 14 o — —_ - $3:80,818 — 5 3
1185 or 1186Gr 1778—918,40,665 14 11 3[3,44754.15 14 2[21,94,420 14 6 122,357,097 == § 3| '55"*,.}3 18 ~l5,68,731 9 10 -| 6,24,189 10 18 =l57,114 14 ~— =14,07,734 9 10 =[50.588 & ¢ 2 f ~ 16,728 12 — 58,072 8 — - — — —_ - 56,45:946 13 5 2
186 of 118708 1779-80118,81,061 3 11 ~igiat,079 2 10 3j22,22,130 6 1 3)23,91,262 6 12 3 59:.4"'5'2 14 4 ~l5,63,116 7 16 2| 6,532,569 6 — 212,714 7 — ~|3,02,983 13 13 {37,854 6 13 ~| o |2/ LR B ) SR Nl g e |
1187 or 1188 or 1780—1[19,54,233 4 10 1/5,67,694 § 2 2|25,21,927 9 1z 3123,41,604 9 1z :,63,15;;- wo 18 3l7.92,823 1 4 -] 9,35.980 2z 2 3'57,633 6 10 -l1,78,933 12— 383905 ' § 8 Byt — — o = — gt gl % " 4 AP
1188 or 1189 or 1781—2{18,71,250 8 == =I2,85,635 10 8 =121,56,886 z 8§ =22,66,05% 14 & -!6,'89,g!50.n 5 --8;83,653_ 9 13 1|15,72,634 4 18 121,640 10 — =3,42,536 — 5 =| 8,778 14 12 __5;)-,1-_.._-._ — gl e e i o0 1 v gl = 43 TR |
1186 or 11goor 1782—3|18,45,017 3 8 3[3,15,036 — 16 1[21,60,053 4 § =(20,91,005 § | & 317,6,868 2 - 314,68,660 — 13 ~112,65,518 2 13 3! 8,300 — — ~1,96,850 12 — =} 4,55F 10 iz ~6N,404 ~ — =]18,500 15 12 248,393 12 — ~1,08,684 — — —| — — 59:63,660 14 5 =
1100 0r 1191 or 1783—4[24,39,176 8 19 ~|3,50,557 — 18 1127,89,733 ¢ 17 1(22,87,281 392 7,93-,'%&.1 KLY soeas L2007 12,51,564 2 4 tizs,4go — — —2,60,614 8 3 4455 3 o -«-[c-;:.,ci,;. e oo A26,493 11 18 1/45,875 10 — T"”’?c’o Ll ey e Sl

Fort William, the 18th May 1785.
{ ; Errors excepted,

' (8') CHARLES CROFTES,

U ~ Accomp’ Gen' to the Rey® Departm'.
(72,
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ACCGUNT of the Total Grofs Colle&ions of each Year, from the Year 1179-8o,
‘ Al Bengal and Baha.r ‘Stile, to the Year 1rgo-r.

|

it i TRECEIPTS.
YEARS: TOTAL.
Account the Account
‘Curreat Yeor. Balance,

i |
1179 or 1180 or 1172-3 (2,37,20,763 11 = 3| 18,88296 — 12 1 2,56,17,989 1r 13 -
1180 or 1181 or 17734 2,33,77,558'10 6 2| 18,05,528 6 15 1 2,53,83,057 1 .: 3
118x or 1182 or 1774-5 1,3'},29,883 8 6 1§ 17,409,299 7 19 1 [2,84,61,282 w=e 52
1182 or 1183 or 1775-6 954.0;335296 10 14 2':#,18,176 S 10 312,55,51:472 15 1§ X
1183 or 1184 or 1?;{6—7 2,36,21,604 8 8 1| 13,04,769 — 18 3(2,5%16,373 9 7 -
1184 or 1185 or .1'77_?-8 [2424,30,527 15 13 3'20,78,450 12 1 1|2,45,08,078 11 1§ -
1185 or 1186 or 1778-9 (2,30,41,818 1 10 1} 19,710,747 2 14 3 2,49,61,565 4 § -
1186 or 1187 or 1779-80 2,3-7,01,863' 3 8 3} 1566,221 13 § 3 2,47;68,185 el
1187 or 1188 or 1780-1 (2,26,82,601 13 17 1| 14,248,542 — 10 2 2,41,07,233 14 773
1188 or 1189 or 1781-2 2,56,10,873 13 4 1 6,23,089 3 51 2;63,34.,863 ~ ‘9 2
1189 or 1190 or 1782-3 2,47;38,5:5 IS 7 3] 6,50,461 11 13 - 2,54:38,977 11 == 3
1190 or 1191 or 1783-4 2,53;;.’.2,585 13 14 2] 449,615 14 17 - [2,57,72,201 12 11 2

Fort William, the 18th May 1785.

Errors excepted.

. Revenue Department, (Signed) CHARLES CROFTS,
A true Copy. Accomp. Gen. to the R. D.
R. APLIN,
A&. Sec.
Vor. 1. X Accompanying
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Accompanying Gov. General’s Minute. s o R

ACCOUNT, fhewing the Charges of Colle&ting in each Yuf,: ﬁ'om the Yearn?9~80,
K _ Bengal Behar Stile, to rrgo-1. I

Charges of Collefting.” " |

Y EARS. A\
Charges, General Total,
Bengal Behar Englifh Chirges
¥ear, Yedss Stile. Colledtion.

1179 or 1380 or 1772-3 [14,08,353 ¥ 15 3| Bs5254 1 8 - [t7,63607 3 3' 3_'
118 or 1181 or :7%3-4 11;035881 8 — 1l 643,003 4 e i :7,46,835' :Iz Ir ¥
1181 or 1182 or 1;?74-5 15,47,564 83t o] 2472,743 12 ~= = .15,20,368 v il & HOAE
1182 or 1183 or x775-6 114,72,292 14 § 2 275830 7 11 2 :7;48,123 5 17. _»‘
X183 or 1184 or 17767 1482864 4 9 1| 28%059 6 14 3 165,823 11 4 -

1184 or xiﬁs or ':1'71!7-8 18,30,413 ‘¥ ~ 31 364,747 1 4 il 51,94,569 2 14! o
1185 or 1186 or ':?7949' :8;4.9,665 14 11 3| 244,754 15 14 2[21,04,420 14. 6 1
3“186 or 1187 or '1779-80[18,81,061 3 x1 -} 341,075 2 10 3122,22,136 6. I .3
1187 or 1188 or 178:041 10,5233 4 10 1} 567,604 5 2 2. [25,21,92% én 3.
2188 or 1189 or 1781-2 [18,71,250 8 = - 2,85,625 10 8 - 21,56,886 2 8 .
1189 or x160 or '1782-3 [18,45017 3 B 3 315036 ~ 16 1lar60,063 4 § i

X190 or 1391 or 1783-4 124,39,176 8 19 - 359557 == 18 1127,80,723 9 17 x

Fort William, the 18th May 178s.
Errors excepted.

(Signed) CHARLES CROFTS,
Accompt, Gen, tothe R. D.

‘Ordered, That they be accordingly fent in Circulation.

EXTRACT
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EXTRACT of BENGAL REVENUE CONSULTATIONS, the xth July 1785,
I_ MRStun:t }ays before the Board the foﬂbﬁng minute. . ! ' '

M. Stuart, QLA AN

T have perufed the Governor General’s minute of the 18th of May 1784, on the fubje&t of the
I revenues : and although he does not agree with me in all the points propofed in my plan for the
" future management of the colleCtions, yetlam happy to find, that our opinions are the fame with
- refpect to the appointment of ColleGtors or Superintendents in all the diltricts 5 which T confider
- the moft important objedt-of the (yflefr which I wifh to fee carried into execution.—I fhould
have been glad that the Governor General had alfo agreed with me in the other leading principle
~of my plan, viz, The union of the powers of the magiftrate and, colle@or; becaufe I have for-
merly had an op rtu.n_ity of witneffing the good effedts ‘arifing from the junétion of thofe officers.
& T'he Governor gencral s_only objection is, ¢ that he does not think we are {ufficiently advanced
‘. “ o rifque the confequences of vefting fo unchecked a power generally in the hands of our
¢ fervants ;' but if they are truft-worthy in one department, they are certainly fo in both. At
prefent, the colleftors and magiftrates are by no means checks upon each other ; and Govern-
ment does not poffefs a greater degree of control over them individually, than they would do

were the two authovities united, :

The Governor General ftates, That by the account annexed to his minute, it appears that the
grofs collections have been more by feveral lacks, during the time of the Committpe, than at
any former. period 3 but if it be allowed, that the charges have been more than proportionably
increafed (which  they certainly have been in confequence of the fyltem now exifting) a lofs no
doubt ultimately falls upon Government by fuch unneceffary increafe ; from which there is no
relicf, but' by a ‘change of the meafures’ which created it. The Governor (eneral obferves,
that the increafe in the article of charges collection, may more properly be called “ the increaf-
“ ing expences of Government, than the increafed expence of collecting the revenue 3 but as [
have fhewn by my plan, that a f ving can be made of 16 lacks of rupees, befides providing in the
moit liberal manner for the colletors; I muft @ill think that the increafe in the charges has pro-
ceeded folely from the inflitution of ufelefs revenue effablifhments : and fuppofing the additional
allowances which I propofed for the colleétors were not granted, the faving in that cafe by my plan,
would be abott 25 Tacks per anntm ; a fum very little fhort of the total increafe.in the article of

* charges collection, which has gradually been accumulated fince the year. X772, from rupees

1,56,070, 18. ‘2. to fupees 71,20,003. I4. 4.1, as ftated in the account accompanying the

overnor General’s minute.——1In judging of twa fyftems, that which fhall appear to be the
moft advantageous to Government, certainly deferves the preference. . That the old fyftem is there-
fore beft, appéars from the following account of the adtual receipts into the Company’s T'reafu
for twelve years fucceffively, extraéted from the papers delivered in by the Governor General wil?l '
his minute of the 18th M}:’;y; sn my plan, the net colleftions appear to be erroncoufly ftated,
owing to fome overlight or omiffion; but this account, formed from official docwments recently

red, affords the moft authentic information, and fhews more clearly than the other account,
the propricty of the change which I propofed,

. Current Collettions. Colleted Account Crofy Calle@idin. Charges Colleftion. Altgal Recelpts

ATy
i Balances. inta the Treafury:
¥772-3 12,37,20,763 11 3 018,858,226 12 1 of2,56,17,989 11 3 ol41,56,970 9 18 2(2,34,61,010 1 14 2
1773-4 [2:35,77:528 10 6 2018,05,628 6 15 1[2,53,83,067 1 1 343,02,596 1 10 212,10,80,460 15 11 §
1774-5 [2:37,20,882 8 6 117,409,390 7 9 1|2,54,61,282 § 2 0415514272 13 15 02,13,10,000 2 10 z
1775-0 |2,40,33,206 10 4 2|12,18.196 & 10 312:55551,472 15 15 M45,07,471 15 (1 1]2,1D;44,00]1 e 14 o
1770-7 |8:36,21.604 8 B 113,04,769 — 18 312,50,16,373 9 7 c|49,05,7%9 5 13 1[5,00,10436 3 14 3
1777-8 {2,24,30,527 15 13 3[20,70,450 12 1 112:45,08,078 11 15 c}53,80,818 5 3 0[1,01,28,160 17 .9 ¥
1778-9 12,30,41,818 1 10 110,109,747 2 14 3]2;49,61,565 4 5 €[59%45:946 13§ 2{1,93,15,618 6 19 2
1779-8012,37,01,863 3 8 115,660,521 13 § 3|2,47,68,185 — 14 cl56,80,637 2.1 0i1,90.83,547 14 13 0
1780-8112,26,82,691 13 17 1{14,24.542 — (0 212,41,07,213 V4 7 3160,08,510 3 § 31:,80,08,723 11 2 o
1781-2 12,56,10,873 13 4 11 6,33.980 3 5 112,02,34,803 — 9 2(66,55,869 7 16 ol1,05,78,907 8 13 2
1782-3 12,47,88,515 1S 7 3] 6,50,471 11 13 012,54,38,977 11 — 3150,63,060 14 5 ©[1,94,75,316 12 15 3
1783-4 2,§3,22,585 13 14 2| 449,915 14 17 02,57,72,201 12 11 2|71,20,003 14 4 ll,a‘6,.|.3,107 14 7 1

With regard to the expedted redu@ion from the abolition of colleorthips, T doubt much whether
there will be much real faving by adopting this meafure ; feeing that there is but little difference be-
tween the falaries dvawn by the colle@ors, and the penfions which they and their affiftants will be
allowed, by the fubfequent regulations, on their recall.

1 am very happy to learn, that the afting Prefident of the Committec of Revenue is fatisfied that
the balance of this year will be trifling, though I confefs my expectations on this head are not very
fanguine. At the conclufion of my plan, I ftated the probable balance at 30 lacks of rupees; and
now that the laft Towjee account of the Bengal year is clofed, let us fee how it aétually ftands,
according to the ong de{ivercd i for the rqgm.h{af éhytc.

;55 } The



; [ 84 ]

¢ balance of the Huzzoory Mah! exclufive of transfers, bills,

pmits‘-, &CI - - - - - - - - 1. M isy -!!’5‘,21" 40

Add amount bills and pauts not yet paid, according to the account
delivered in by the Sub Accomptant; viz, IO
T'unkaaws T ciitey | - = - - %,88,077

s O e BE
Sufpenfions: = - S - = 520845 7 1 2
13ills receivable - - - A e - L I5282 Y 12 2

Muftuffif balance according to the Towjee account for Chyte  “= - 964,520 8 12 2

‘Balance outftanding for 1191-2 exclufive of the Behar * balance, which e S
cannot be afcertained all September next, | - - Sicca rupees 25,46,000 7 17 1
- ' % N.B. The amount due from Behar between the pre- I |

fent time and clofe of the Behar year, is
ficea rupees 27,67,705. 14, 1. I

It will be faid, perhaps, that the amount of the tunkaws, bills, &c. ftated above, cannot be
confidered as a part of the balance; becaufe they are in courfe of payment : but as the adual col-
Jedtions of laft year has long fince ceafed, the above fum muft therefore be paid out of the refources
of the next year; a practice by no means juftifiable, although I underftand it has prevailed more or
lefs for feveral years pait. ! : i

The Board not having thought it expedient to make anﬁ change in the prefent revenue fyftem,

1 thall, notwithitanding my difapprobation of it, concur moft heartily with my colleagues in every

" 'meafure that may be judged likely to contribute towards its fuccels.—With refpeét to the allowances

lately granted to the colleCtors, 1 do not di Eprove of the amount of them; but I with they had

been conirived to arifis, either out of a t'aving' y the aboliticn of unneceflary revenue eftabliflunents,

a8 propofed in my plan, or from any fource in preference to that of increaﬁng the demands upon the

country ; which is cvidently not the obje@ of Gavernment at home ; and which is contrary. to one
of the Jeading principles of the fyftem which I propofed. ,

"The objedtion which the Governor General fkates againft  the cqntroll'mg authority of a Member
€ of the Board in the Revenue department” viz. “the want of time,”" is eafily anfwered s
Although there is a meeting of the Council almoft every day in the week, yet the Members feldom
caffemble till towards noon; fo that the Comptrolling Member could with eafe give up two or three
hours every day, if neceffary, to attend to the bufinefs of his department.

1 have thought it neceflary to make thefe obfervations, not with a view to bri;g the queftion which
1 formerly propofed, again before the Board; but merely to fupport tﬁzﬂizﬁcm which. it was my

wifli to fer introduced, and becaule I thought then, and ftill continue to think, it is the befk that can
be adopted by this Government for the intereft of our employers.

oth July, 1785, (Signed) C. STUART.

.~

Agreed, That the prececﬂ% minute lie for confideration,
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Q.

AC‘COUNT

ANNUAL PRO FITS arifing to the Company from SaLT,

From thc Acquifition of the Dewannee, to the Date of

the lateft Advices from BeNGaL.,

1765 - 6

. 1766 - 7

i 1767 - 8
1768 -9
1769 ~ 70 f
1770 =1
77t - 2
X77%=13
1773 - 4
1 -3
1775 - 6.
1776 - 7
1777 - 8
1778 - 9
1779 - 80
1780 -1
1781 - 2
1782 - 3
1783 - 4

- whnm onmad ——

iy e e e

AL et ot diffinguifhied

e r— A s
v——— ——— R s —caw
— —— - -
B — r— — ——
——n e o ®
— — ———— ‘

Lofs £ 1,473 r

e —— - »
ey —— i ’
—— —— s— —
m— ——— S et
St — e =

e mnns o .

e Eew e e

partlyﬂ’cimtcd -

N. B.  The current rupee is valued at 23, ad,

Eaft India Houfe,

3oth March 1786.

Vou. 11

Lits

118,926
144,218

16,907

79914
61,663

45,027

220,127 -

130,263
preesier. &

130,012

545160 |
63,697
32,237
8,4.27'
321,912
605,646
603,076

% The profits in thefe years

arofe from duties only.

In thefe years the profit or
\lofs arofe fraom fales’ and
duties,

In thefe from duties only.

Including fales and duties.

* In the profit or lofs of the(> § years,
is included the fum of £ 202,845, due
from contraftors, which is confidered
as doubtful of recovery.

Errors excepted.

e

vy &

JOHN ANNIS,
Aaditor of Indian Accounts.

“\.
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AN

A clG o NI

Nett T»mtomal Revenues of BENGAL, BAHAR, and Onrss.a,

From the doth April 1777 to the 1ft May 1772,

AN D

From the zoth April 1784, to the 1t May 1783.

o 2,126,766

|
i

175L =2 -

Y7845 e e s 2,070,063

No accounts of 1783 ~4 ure received.
. B. The cusrent rupee is valued af 25, 3d-

JOHN ANNIS,
Auditor of Indian Accounts.

Eaft Ihdia 'Hédﬁn,
qoth March, 1786,

‘l-..:ﬁ .‘ AN
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C1,

Tfmes at which thc feveral Accounts of the Annual Revenues
and Expendltures of the Prefidency at Bengal in each Year,

From the Year 1776 to the Year 1485, were tranfmitted to the

CourT of DIRECTORS ;
A N D

EXTRACTS, ftatin fg the Reafons contained in any Difpatch from the
0

faid Prefidency

r withholding or dclaying any fuch Accounts.

YEARS
SRR e T

Commensing Ending [t

May — Ap.l'l]
1776 | == 1777

rf’?’? e i778
778 | - 1'.7?9
3779 == 3780
1780+ w1781
» ¥7BL v 3782

1782 ~= 1783

Settlement, collections, and balances of the revenucs}
of Bengal and Bahar = s ww em

Books of accounts of the revenues and charges of }
dltto we itto e —— i — .

General books of the prefidency, &c. e e
Settlement, collc&isns, &e. &, e e e
Books of accounts of revenues, &c. - —
General books of the prefidency, &c. - e
Settlement, colleGtions, &c. &c, == - =

Books of accounts of revenues, &c, o —}
General books of the prefidency, &c. oo —_
Settlement, collections, B a1 g

Books of accounts of revenues, &c. —— —-§
General books of the prefidency, &c. e —
Settlement, colleions, &c. &c. po —

Baoks of accounts of revenues - — —

' WGeneral books of the prefidency, 8. —— —

Settement, colledtious, . &c. = e -
Books of accounts of revenues - R -
General books of the prefidency, &c. 2 s
Settlement, colledions, &c. &, ~—~ — g

- |Books of accounts of revenues — --S

General books of the prefidency, &c. —— o
N. B, 'None received fince thofe of 1782-1.

WHEN RECEIVED.

28th Oober 1778

234 November 1779

Ditto Ditto

27th December

27th September 1780
24th February 1785

26th Ditto Ditto -.
30th Oétober Ditto
tith September 1784 ¥

3d June 1782
26th May 1783
20th September Ditto
21t July Ditto

3d September 1785’
25th' O&tober 1784
27th - July Ditto

3d September 1785

12

1rth January 1786

® The ongmals of thefe were fent from Bengal in Ma} 1781, and lofk in the Admiral Hughes Packet.

\\"

EXTRACT



ACT of a LETTER from the ACCOUNTAN
: RI AUDITOR of INDIAN ACCOUNTS, dated 13th May 1779,
S , i) B \ | { ) . W A > .. .I !

1ft. As the general hooks of this prefidency for the year 1777-%, which are tranfmitted by the
Royal Henry, were prevented from being fent accompanying thofe of the other departments, it
becomes neceflary that I fhould explain the caufe of this delay, left it fhould be confidered as arifing
from any negleét on my part 3 at the fame time I thall comminicate to you fuch obfervations as may
tend to elucidate the tranfaltions flated in them.” j T el

od. The aceounts of the receipts and difburfements of the revénue department not being furnifhed
e before the end of December, the general journal remained entirely &t aftand from the month of
June until’ that time, when it was impofible to returi many of the accounts, defective in point of
form, correfpondence of dates, and other effential circumftances, for correftion, with the leaft
profpect of their being received back from the Subordinates in time for completing the general
books, fo that they might bhave accompanied thofe of ‘the ‘other departments ;. T was therefore necef-
fitated to enter themin the original ftate in which they were delivered to me, hoping that By ex~
erting my utmoft endeavours to have effected the clofe of the hooks in due time, and thereby rendered
. this excufe unnecefiary; but as that was not in my power, and. as. thefe circumftances, unexplained,
might tend to prejudice me in the opinion of my honourable employers, I thought it incumbent on
me to ftate them. as a vindication of my conduct. ] | it
. (Errors excepted) i ATSRR
Eaft India Houfe, JOHN ANNIS, |

17th March 1786.  Auditor of Indian Accounts.

S Y P T e

COPY of a Letter from Lieutenant Colonel Harper to the Honourable
John Macpherfon, Efquire, Governor General of Bengal, dated the
" zoth of September; and, of another Letter dated the 25th of O&ober
1785, relative to the State and Condition of the Province of Oude,
and the Payment of the Balances due from the Nabob Vizier to the

Eaft India Company.

EXTRACT of BENGAL SECRET CONSULTATIONS, the 11th Otober i785.

HE Governor General lays before the Board the following letter, which he has received from
Licutenant Colonel Harper, and from the Vizier and his Minifters.

To the Honourable John Macpherfon, Efguire, Governor General, &c. &c. &e.

Honourable Sir, {
The inclofed copy of a letter, ‘which I this day received from Mr. Wombwell, the Accomptant

here, will fhew you, that the balance of the crore and five Jacks of rupees, due from the Vizier’s
Government to the Honourable Company for the Fuflullee year 1192, is now finally fettled.

T fhall proceed with the Vizier and his Minifters to make out the eftimate for the enfuing year ;
and, knowing the neceffities of your Government, and the prote@ion afforded to the Nabob's Jomi~
nions by the Britith troops, my utmofk endeavours thall be exerted to make the fiipplies as confider-
abie as potiible, and to obtain a fum of ready money to pay off the arrears to that part of the army at
prefent fhationed for the fecurity of thefe provinces.

T have the horiout to fubferibe myfelf, with the greateft refpect,
; Honourable Sir, !

Your faithful fervant, '
Lucknow, . (Signed) . HARPER,
the 20th September 1785, Minif. Gov® Gen' at Lucknow.

{ B8, .
Ean The |

T GENERAL at BENGAL to the i
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The 20th September '17'9"5; Lucknévl.#',.”.r

G TR R o

- Ihave the pleafure to acquaint you, that I have this moment received from the Minifter the bills on’
Calcutta and gumh and which complete the agreement of his Highnefs the Vizier with the Honousable

mpany for the Fuflullee year 1192,
? “ Mg ; . Lam, with refpect,
'cut. Cal._.G.‘Harper, Miniﬂe;,i Sh-’

: - the Governor General, at i Your moft ohedient;
. the Court of the Vizier. and moft humble fervant,
5 S el A true copy. J. WOMBWELL,
i (Signed) G. Harper, * Accomptant,

Minifter, Lucknow.

From the VIZIER: Received 3d Odober 1783,

By the blefling of God, and the good favour and afliftance of your Excellency, one kwfe and five
Jacks of rupees of the money of the Company’s fircar have been, without balance, Ilmd according to -
engagement, from the collections of the money, and the loans of the bankers. In return for the
. favours that you have, on every refped;, given me eafe of mind and confidence; and that m y Minifters

and the Bmieng, being comforted, have paid the money of the Company’s Government, [ bring
thanks and praifes from my tongue, and may the Almighty preferve you for thefe attentions to
 friendthip ! My firiendly heart is convinced, that by the bleffing of God and your favours, in future
alfo the money of the Company’s Sircar will be properly paid, and the management of this concern,
and the eultivation of the country, will be caufe of a daily increafe of reputation to you.——My hope
from your kindne(s is this, that you will always continue fixed in the fame favour of heart to my

concerns.
4 i it

- From HYDER BEG KHAN: Received 3d October 1783,

By the tlefling of God, and your Excellency’s favours and affiftance, the money of the Com-
’s fircar one crie, and five I.uc{s of rupees, which in the year 1192 Fuflilee had been engaged by
ﬁlﬁighneﬁ;, ‘has been paid without balance, from the colleétions of ‘the country and the loans of the
bankers. The pood ftate of the affairs of both Governments, and the payment of the money of
the Company’s Sircar, and the cultivation of the country, are folely from your Excellency’s favours'y
 that you have in every refpeét granted ftrength to his Highnefs, and havé beflowed favours and kind-
nielies upon us, from which eafe of mind having been received, the completion of the monies of the
Company’s Sircar has propetly taken place. Treturn thanks for your kindnefles and favours, ' In
future allo, the blefling of God and the favours of your Excellency, the completion of the monies
of the Company’s Sircar, and the payment of the debts to the bankers, and the cultivation of the
Lﬁ' properly take place.—Every hand is employed in prayers for the increafe of your life

and dignity,

eountry, wi

To the HONOURABLE JOHN MACPHERSON, Efquire, Governor General, &c. &c. &c.

. Honourable Sir, '
. T'have already had the pleafure to acquaing.you, under date the 20th ultimo, of the final fettle~
ment of the crore and five lacks of rupces Which were paid by the Nabob to the Honourable
Company : ' Lhave the honour now to’ inform you, that for the fervice of the prefent Fuffullee year
1193, beginning: the 1gth of laft month, and ending in'September following, the Vizier and his
Minifters have agreed to furnifh fixty-five lacks of rupees, which, by the account I now inclofis
you will perceive provides for all the fums that I have been directed to bring into the account with
this Government, as well as the arrears of the F utty Ghur detachment, the fublidy for the Cawnpoor
brigade, and part of the eftimate for the Futty Ghur troops for the prefent year 1193, And the
Vizier and his Minifters, approving the prefent mode of carrying on the bufinefs of this Court
with your Prefidency, being fenfible of its utility to both Governments, being defirous of relieving
the Honourable Company from any expence, where they derive at leaft an equal advantage from the
caufe of it, and to teftify alfo their fenfe of your attention to their convenierice, in reducing the
expence of falaries, beg me to entreaty you will allow them to defray the arrears and falaries of ¢he
prefent year to the fervants of the refidency here, and allowances to the Millitary officers, who, by
our orders of the 3d of May laft, are entitled to reccive them, the account of which I have now the
onour to tranfmit ;. whereby you will perceive, that it will prove a faving to the Honourable
Vor. I Z gy : Company
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.pany of 162,164 tu;ﬁees i fo that in fadk, the money that is to be Fpﬁdhy this ‘G,uvémrﬁent for

the fervice of yours for this year, will be a cleai net revende, unattended with any expence or
diminution. b E b1 .l g ] it

" "T'he kifts or monthly payments for the prefent year, of 3,256,000
ind which, when the atrears to the troops fhall be in part of j.vh(ﬂi iquidated, will be found, I
hope, fufficient for both ftationss and to enable you to pay off as much u? thofe arrears as they can,.
the minifters agree to furnifhy over and above the regular” kifts, whatever is poflible betwzen this
time and the 1 5th of December : a particular account of whichy, as well as the kittbandee itielf, I
thall have the honotr to forward, as [oon as the fum can be afcertained.  In the mean time Tam
endeayeousing, with the affiflance of the miniftery to obtain ready money; by every means in my
power, to relieve tie prefent diftrefles of the troops. !

I have alfo the honour to tell you, that the Vizier and his minifters, looking to future events,
and & firmer eftablifiment of friendfhip with the ‘Honotirable Company, have, 1 think, in contem-
plation to propofe to you a fpecific fum forthe fervice of the Fuﬂél_lf‘:e year 1394 3 and as foon as
there fhall remain no doubt of the prefent harveft fucceeding as happily as it promifes (on which
every thing depends) 1 hope to acquaint you with the amount ; and if ‘you approve of my doing fo,
1 fhall urge it at the proper feafon, and endeavour o obtain a fund at Izaﬂ: equal to your expences,

fo that the difburfements for both years fhall be completely provided for, _

When 1 make this communication of what appears o me to be favourable events, I muft acquaint
you with the fource from whence they fpring, It is, Siry the confidence you have, by your actions
towards this Government, effablifhed in the minds of the Vizier and his minifters, of your fixed
refolution to fupport them fin all their rights, demanding nothing but what is juft for the protecs
tion afforded their country, and enabling them to take meufures to revive the profpericy and happix
riefis of thefe provinces, which already begin to wear a face of joy: hence they have the ability
to furnifh thefe fupplics fo foon after paying off {o large a fum of money ag the Honourable Com-
E:my’s late accumulated debt. At the fame time I muft acquaint you, Siry that the Nabob and

is minifters have ftrained every nerve on this. ocealion, to teftify, their defire to affift the Honour-
able Company s and particularly to convince. you, Sir, and-the Gentlemen who compofe the
prefent Honourable Board, of their high scfpect and veneration.

And that I might, as much as lay within the compals of my awn abilities, be aflifting to thefe ends,

and to enable the Vizier and his minifters not only to fulfil their late engagements, but to provide
as amply as pofiible for the future expences of the troops, and other exigencies of the Honourable
Company, 1 have, upon a reprefentation from the minifter, that the revenue was much injured by
. the monapoly of falt petre, abfolutely given up all pretenfions to ity nor will I employ any agent to

make or purchafe a lingle maund,

The monopoly of falt petre has been fo long attached to the office of refident at this place,
that it has been looked on as a perquilite of right; and when I give it up, I kaow I part with
twenty thoufand pounds fterling per annum 3 but twenty thoufand pounds a year bears no eftima-
tion in my mind, when the relinquifhing it ferves to promote the public fervice, and to obtain the
approbation of you, Sir, and of the Honourable Board, who have in fo flattering a manner ratified
your nomination of me to this office, and from whom it is 1 hope to receive the reward 1 'fhall

endeavour to deferve,

¥ eftcern it the moft fortunate event of my life; that I have been felefted to affift your ehdea-
vours to promote the public fervice, and to procure happinefs to this almoft ruined country.
1 claim no merit beyond a defire to exceute your wifhes, and the plan you have laid down,
which you have enabled me to do by the fupport you have given me ; and even this would have
been infuficient, had it not been wttended giyma noble confidence and friendihip, which, whilft it
fimulted me to an ardent defire to do my duty, affured me 1 had nothing to dread; as long as niy
condud tended to promote the general good,

The late Governor General, foon after his arrival in Bengal, thought proper to remove mie from .
a very honourable flation 1 then held at the court of Shwah dl Dowlah. Before his departure,
howevyer, from India, he was fo good as to acquaint me with his reafons for doing it ; and I muft
own they would Have been juft, had thiey cver exifted : it is forcign to my purpofe to trouble you
With them at this time-—futiice it to fay, that Mr. Haftings, the day before he left Caleutts, did
me the hofiout to affare me * hie had always approved my former condud, which, had he conti-
% nued in the Government, he would have given me proofs of ; that he could then only affift we

recommending me to his fucceffor a5 a perfon fit to be employed in public wuft.” Mr. .

o

Haftings did fpeak to you, Sity and you have felected me, almoft a perfelt. firanger to your ac«
quaintance, and in ?r'e:fcre,ntc to many Gentlemen who had the nearelt claims on you, to fill the
moft important ftation which I conceive an individual can ¢njoy under your Government ; for this

@ friendfhip,

s, will be vepularty paldy
'Fuﬁid { %g ly paidy

Qr



1 flattered by the motives of your partiality, it is but bare duty in me to make you

ve urn in my power, by a faithful dilcharge of the truft repofed in me: buty Sir, my honour
. and gratitude prompt me to much more than this; and when I exprefs my hopes of your con-
'aﬁﬁﬁaﬂéﬁiﬂrj:ﬂ!__:ﬁ!‘ﬁ'{b‘ﬁ'it"&"in India, and for health to do the arduous duties of it, T know f-lam vrifh-
iy r the greateft good fortune to the Honotrable Company’s poffeflions, as well as to thefe

il r mylelf the Honourable Board’s approbation and ratification will follow this communica=
 tion of what I have done with this Government, and after providing for all the articles of the general
oot and fupplying as much as pofible for the arrears and expences of all the troops at Cawn-
 poor and Futty Ghur, to the end of this Fuffullee year 1193, that is ia September 1786, the Vizier
and his minifters hope you will be pleafed and fatisfied with-their conduct, and give them an ac.
.. quittal of public demands. T with, Sir, you may perccive the good effeéls that will furely arife from
iy 'gﬁﬁ'ﬁtﬁfﬁfﬁﬂf attention to each other’s confidence and convenience ; it will be the means 1 hope of
etting more in the next year than you may obtain for the fpecific article of pay to the Futty Ghur
- detachment—it will certainly tend to improve the revenues of this country, whence your Govérnment
m'_op_any' future emergency, draw very great refources, and it will afiift to obliterate the recol-
lection of fome paft adts that perhaps had better never happened, and the immediate profits of which
‘have probably not compenfated for the opinions thofe adts have ferved to eftablith in the minds of
the princes and people of all the provinces of India. [t is under your adminiftyrtion, Sir, that I
“am confident we are to fee thofe fentiments revive, which formerly were of more confequence than
‘even our military charalter, and both united made the Britith arms invincible, asd their name the
 admiration of the eaft. '

T have thus prefumed, from a principle of duty, to touch on points not immediately, though rela-
tively connedted with the original fubjeét of this addrefs. 1 fhould think myfelf unworthy the poft
‘1 hold, to have been at this time totally filent on them, profeffing, as I do, the higheft vciped, and
taking pride in fub{Cribing myfelf,

_ Ll Honourable Sir, . ;
. Lucknow, : Your faithful Servant, : !
~ the 25th OQober 1785. ; (Signed) GABRIEL HARPER,
i ' Minifter for the Governor Genezal
at the Vizier’s Court.
A true Copy.
' E. Hay,

Sec.

B ST IMATE of CLAIMS for 1199

g

Arrears Futtyghur detachments

11,60,000 s

Drisude for 32 manghs | Tl L)L 31,20,000 ~—
Regiments at Lucknow — et e 300,000 e
Futtyghur detachmenss ek e ke 17,40,000 s
el Rk < f 6872,20,000 e wea
Mirza Sagdit U sl o s Pl e SRR B R R B (0 2500,000 = amm
ﬂ']_pel-ﬂdﬂ L ——— —— _— — — — e — 6‘,578 ——

Vir. Frafer’s bond, and interefts e RIS G BTN PSSR O SR 3 1 v I
Intereft due to the Shroffs  — - ] 400,000 s e

Contingene bills of Majors Lumfdain, Gilpin, Captain Dennis, &c. and ar-
T A N SR S SNy IS 1450 e s
Abdul Rheman Cawn’s Candahar cavalty m= e e ?2’000 s
Batta to the Shroffs 5+ 9+ 3. on the balance due them when the late Gover- (i
| mor fixed the Lucknow ficca rupees to pals as of equal value with the |
Fyzabad 16 funs R SS prey Sese LA a  d TEQIO v o

Lucknow ficca rupees = w= == | 74,28,044 o ==

&,y
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The
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v« phe Vizter and his minifters, in compliance with the defire of the Board communicated to
icutenant Colonel Harper,, have confented to include the fum of 71,650 rupees, for bata to the
Shroffs ; hut obferves, that if the Honourable Board will be fo. pcx{-'as order an inveftigation of

this tranfadtion, it 'will be difcovered, that it has already been adjulted with the Shroffs, and that their

prefent demand is not founded in juftice,

(Signed) ' GABRIEL HARPER e
A true Copy. _ Minil. Lucknow, for the G General. '

"T'o the Honourable WARREN HASTINGS, Efquire, Govemor General, Sic., Members of
- - the Supreme Council, Fort Willigm, ' e in el
Gentlemen, - - ot
AM OTIVE of refpeét towards the Honourable Governor General, determined me to wait his
return to the Prefidency, before I addrefled you upon a fubject, to'which, although I cannat
ﬂri}myjﬁerha;fs be deemed officially a party in honour, 1 ftill muff and do fecl myfelf moft imme~
diatefy and etfentially interefled. ' ! -

In a letter from the Honourable Governor General to the Board, dated 25th of Auguft Taft, and
of ‘which the communication came to me from my late fuperior at the Conit of Oude, My, John
Briftow, it is ftatedy that of the monies colledted by this Gentlerman during his late reffdency on
the account of the Company, he had appropriated near fourteen lacks of rupees to the payment
of expences which were not incurred by your Government, and which had at no time received its
fandtion: and further, that this fum was difcharged without the orders, or even the knowledze of
the Vizier. ' In the account particulars of the amount declared to have been {0 appropriated, | find
included the allotted monthly expence of the refident’s office, or 25,000 rupees. It was from this
fund that T received my allowance as firft affiftant to Mr. Briftow ; but L received it, Gentlemen,
tinder a convidtion that it was equally known to the members of our Government, and to the Na-
bob, and authorized by both.

Tt is true that, however uninformed in this refpe@, I might yet have accepted fuch allowance, when -
tendered to me by Mr. Briftow, without any rifk of perfonal confequences, the refident being folely
refponfible for all ditburfements ; but 1 fhould have fcorned, when information was open to e,
to have recurred to the plea of ignorance, in excufe of a conduél, which, had it been advifedly
adopted, could admit of no juftification, and which, in the retrofpect, promifed no better confola-
tion than might be derived from "the cheerlefs’ conftioufmefs of undeferved impunity : on the
other hand, the falaries allowed to the afliftants in the office of the laft refident at Oude, were al-
ready of that public notoricty as made the aid of fhift or {ubterfuge, either in the payment or ac-
ceptance 'of them, could Gentlemen. have ftooped to fuch practice, every way. unneceflary. To
eftablifh this pofition, I conceive, with much deference, it will be only neceffaty to prove /(which
may be done by a fimple reference) that from the period of the Chunar treaty, thefe allowances had -
been regularly received by the Gentlemen officiating as - affiftants to your refident at the Vizier’s
court. This being the falt, fuppofing the Nabob’s accounts to be open to his infpection, it is not
eafy to divine by what accident, at the final adjuftment of them with Mr. Briftow’s predeceffor,
the charge of 25,000 rupees per month fhould have efcaped the notice of his Highnefs. If, on the
contrary, fuch want of information is to be attributed to Hyder Beg Cawn, afluredly it muft have
been by very fubtle management, that the minifter could have concealed a difburfement of this
nature and extent fo long, fo completely, and, as it would feem, fingly, from the knowledge
and obfervation of his mafler, and of the Honourable the ‘Governior General, Indeed his fuccefs
in this refpeét muft appéar by fo much the more wonderfil; as it ‘was a circumiftance familiarly
known to Mr. Whelér, who, fpeaking of his nephew, Mr, Trevor Wheler, as one of the afliftants
to the refident ‘at the court of Oude, informed me, that as fuch he received a falary of 5,000
rapees per month, | This verbal communication occurred at the time of my appointment to be
firft affiftant to Mr. Briftow, and a very few days previous tb my departure for Lucknow. The
fubjelt was’ afterwards renewed betwzen us in a correfpondence by letter ; which written docu-
ments, fhould the Honourable Board deem it neceffary, 1 fhiall moft readily lay before them, nor am
T the Teaft apprehenfive that in “fo doing I fhall incur the cenfire of one candid or honourable man,
the fingle.objeét of this appeal being to vindicate my honow flom  a “moft ferious charge, whichy |
although it i§ dire@ly exhibited againft Mr. Briftow alone, T'am aware, from the fituation in which
1 ftood. relatively to that Gentleman at Oude, may very warrantably be conftrued as applying to me
alfo, at leaft, Gentlemen, fuch conftruion is pollible—Thus to meet it, therefore, is only duty to my
employers, to myfelf juftice : for the refi it is, I doubt not, in the recolle&@ion of the Hononrable
Board, with what art and indiftry my name has been ftill~implicated with Mr. Briftow’s, in all the
€rimes and oppreffions which it has pleafed Hyder Bg{Cawn to attribute to that Gentleman,—Such

o then,
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e fals upon which was founded my acceptance of the falary heretofore received by
nfon, whillt ftanding in the fame relation to the former refident as I did to the lafty
myfelf, that they will appear to the Honourable Board, ‘and to ' my employers, of 2
plexion to fatisfy and remove every doubt that I might otherwife have entertained
ety and authority under which it was tendered to me ; fenfible as 1 am, at'the fame
whofoever in thefe days hopes, or indeed deferves to maintin the reputation of
nefs, muft be fo clear in his account of pecuniary tranfations, as to defy from any
or from the world, any colourable application of the terms * myfterious ‘or evafive”
copduct.  In addition to what I have already fubmitted to you refpecting my fkipend as firft
affiftant at Lucknow, and in proof of its legality and notoriety, %’beg leave to fubjoin a folemn de-
- claration :—That, fave and except the 6,000 ficca rupees per month, fo ftated to have' been 'res
ceived by me as an allowance from the Naboh, and the further monthly falary of 400 ficca
rupees from the Honourable Company, T neither dire@ly or indire@ly, whilft T adled in the capa-
city of firft affiftant to Mr. Briftow, benefited a fingle rupee by my fation ; and this declaration
1 at all times be ready to atteft upon cath, in the prefence of the Honourable Board, or of a

~ proper magifbrate.
. Jn thus flating the extent of my allowances and emoluments as deputy to the refident at the
Vizie scapr.:fﬂmn any invidious comparifon ofthem with thofe enjoyed by very many Gentlemen,
reatly my juniors in the fervice, and in fituations of infinitely lefs neceflaty ‘expence ; and fhall
Furﬂxgroﬂ.ly «crave permiffiont refpedifully to obferve on this head to the Honouruble Bourd, that (the
interval of my ftay at Owde excepted, including o period of fixteen months) 1 have been fince my
. wetuen to Bengal, more, than three years ago, entirely without office or employment, ‘and confs
quently without the means of fubliftence at all.

' ’ Ihavethehomur to bé, with the groateft refpec,

Gentlemen,

| Caleutta, e AL Your moft obedient,
7th December 1784, and moft humble Servant,
FMREIR RN (Signed)  WILLIAM COWPER.

EXTRACT of BENGAL SECRET CONSULTATIONS, the sth April 178s.

READ the following letter, and its enclofures, from Mr. Briftow.

* To the Honourable JOHN MACPHERSON, Efquire, Governor General,. and Members of the

Supreme Councily at Fore William,

®  Gentlemen,

YQ.UR--HQnourabIe Board having been pleafed to comply with my requeft for free accefs fo
 fuch parts of your records as related to, or were connedted with my tranfaétions while re-

fident at'tﬁz court of Qude, a privilege which, as an accufed perfon, I conceived to be my right, 1

now beg leave to fubmit to your confideration fuch further fadts and arguments as I deem necefllary

for my vindication. -

 Left however it thould be fuppofed that I had defignedly delayed my reprefentations, with the
view of taking an unfair advantage of the abfence of the late Governor General, you, Gentlemen,
will I eruft do me the juftice to recollect, that my application for accefs to your records was pre-
ferred during Mr. Hadc’_ings’s adminiftration.  'T'he permiffion required was not granted until after
his departure.~I could not prepare my reply with greater difpatch ; and [ rely on your candour, to
pardon the freedom with which I fhall addrefs you on a fubjett in which my charpéter, fortune, and
future profpects in life, are fo immediately conneéled.

1 -

It is my intention ftudionfly to ayoid any refleftions on the opprobrious epithets applied to me
by Ms. Haftings, as well from motives of refpet fo your Honourable Board, as from a con-
vilion that invecive, evidently flowing from refentment, and general affertions, unfupported by
proofs, need no ferious: refutation,—Neceffity, however, compels ine to requeft your permiffion to
contraft the crimes laid to my charge by the fole voice of the late Governor General, with the
umiormﬁpprpbgtion my former condudt received in the years 1475 and 1776, when it was ac-
km)}'f'hdg_&d, even by oppolite parties, that I had ferved the Company with fidelity and fuccefs*.

, .

¢ Conf zd December 1776.
Vor. I A :af s Until
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Until the period whett T was fent to the Court of Oude, asthEIcle&ﬁienﬁf of l\fffﬁaﬁmgs, '
my public charaéter had ever met the applaufe of my fuperiors 3 fince then; indeed, my faculties
arid time have been whally employed in defending myfelf againft the malictous accufations of my

enemies,

My political conduét having been honoured with your full approbationf, the two fpecific
charges lutely exhibited againt me, upon the exchange of rupees, and the exorbitant 2xpences of .
my office, are the fubjecis which require further explanation.—And here I moft obferve, that the
lute Goveriior General, vefted with the powers of your Government, and Hyder Beg Cawn with
defpotic-fway over the Vizier’s dominions, have not produced a fingle evidence in fupport of their
aceulations. TS gl

Had I been guilty of the crimes alledged againft me, the proofs might furely have been obtained
when inclination and power were aétive in the fearch.—For the Minifter, countenanced and pro-
tedted by the firft Member of your Adminiftration, could with impunity have promifed rewards to
any native who fhould have ftood forth @5 my accufer, while on the other hand it is probable that he
threatened to infli& punifhment on thafe who fhould conceal the knowledge of tranfaftions which
might any way tend to criminate my conduct. 1 conceive I do not deviate from propriety, in form-
ing fuppofitions, 2 made of reafoning for which the late Governor has eftablifhed the precedent.

¢ | Whilft the Vizier and his Minifters poffefled their proper authority, an adherence to the
% rates of the table of affay was of little prejudice to them, becaufe they had it in their option to
« make their payments in whatever fpecies they pleafed ; but after the Englifh refident aflumed
& and obtained a controtl over the finances, the 1ofs was heavily felts it might be fuppofed, that the
¢ yefident would make ule of his influence to caufe a great proportion of the payments to be made
« in thofs fpecies which were on the affay table moft preciated in comparifon of their current, or |
¢ intrinfick value, fince he could immediately exchange them to the Merchants at a very confiderable
« advantage to him(elf.” The reafoning above ftated I have already refuted in my addrefs of the
2d of Oftober 1784 §: but in corroboration of what I then advanced, I now beg leave to obferves
that no European at Lucknow could have effected a fingle point of importance, Major Palmer alone
excepted, and that Gentleman, as private Agent to Mr. 1i‘f;’af’tinvs, was. intimately connected with,
and the confidential advifer of the Minifter,  'Thus fituated, with pofitive knowledge that Hyder
Beg Cawn was my inveterate enemy and malicious accufer, is it to be fuppofed thatgl could be fo
deficient in comnmon fenfe and prudence; as to furnifh him with the certain means of effefling
my ruin?

~

The fir pofition therefore of the late Governor General, that I influenced the Exchange, as well
as his pofitive affertion, that I aflumed and obtained a controul over the finances of the Vizier, 1
moft folemnly declare to be totally void of foundation. -

T am fupported by a mofk refpetable authority when 1 affert, that your Grovernment alone is com-~
petent to eftablifh equitable rules of exchange, “T'he anthority to which T allude is fo much in point,
that T hope the Honourable the Governor General will pardon me for quoting it inthis place.
—% A table affay afcertaining from our mint the intrinfick value of each coin, and preferibed By
« this Government as the flandard by which all monies are to be eftimated,/is the onFy‘ check that
< Jaw can eftablifh to prevent impofition in receipts or difburfements of monies fo varjous in value
« and efimation *.>*—Such a table affay was prefcribed by your Government in the year 1776, as
the ftandard by which all monies {hould be received and difburfed; and from this ftandard T never in
the lealt deviated, nor indeed could I have done it with propriety, or the hope of fafety.

A

Fxchange of money has always been produtive of advantage to individuals under every Govern-
ment, Mr. Macpherfon, inhis minute already referred to, has ufed the following words, which as
they apply to the preceding obfervation to the pradtice of this fervice, he will, T hope, excufe m
inferting,— In general T know that all Collectors of Revenue, or their Native Agents, and all
& difburfers of large fums, or their Native Agents in this country, muit have a profit upon the
« exchange or batta, when claims are of many different kinds, and of local, and often of arbitrary
« value.” —Having then the fan&ion of Government, the known general ufage of the fervice, as
well as the examiﬁe of my predeceflors, to juftify thig part of my condudt, Igwill not pretend to
deny that emoluments were made at Luckaow by the fhroffage, or exchange of rupees. The fame
" regard to truth, which leads me to make this confefiion, now impels me alfo to declare, that the
amount was far fhort of the enormous fum {tated in the fallacious accaunt of Hyder Beg Cawn.
T hold it to be a felf-evident propofition that Mr. Hatings, who exclufively prefided for a feries of
{ears over the Honourable Company’s affairs at the Canrt of Qude, muft have known fome, emo-
uments wwere attached to the Office of Refident. = Could it be fuppofed that your reprefentative. at

4 Vide enclofure; No. 3. T Conf. 31 December 1783, || Mr. Haftings to_the
Honourable Bonrd, dated the r4th June 1784, § Vide enclofure, No. 1. # Mr. Macpherfon’s
Minute, dared gth, and entered on Conf, 14th December 1784

v
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fupport  himfelf with. becoming dighity on one thoufand rupees et fontl, 4
i deu?&’than the, allowances grzﬁped to every Gentleman emplf;:d fﬂe the l':toiitisca'l

oy Permit me to make a comparifon’ between my allowances as Refident
y of the Company’s civil Servants, my juniors in fanky who at that time held
nuch lefs refponfibility, and unclogged with thofe extraordinary expelices, which
iof were unavoidable. I',bc{i_twq,' Gentlemen, it will appear, that my falary was com-
which

eI‘:quE’ way inadequate to the appointment I had the honour to hold. An
tical magnitude, and the great pecustiary intereft attached to it 4,

ol ings has termed « the molk important in the fervice, both with relation

fpm.f ‘then to the candour of your Honourable Board, whether, on combining thefe citcume
es, ’I.,gm not j_u&iﬁc'd in afferting, that the late Governer General muft have been fully aware
mie emoluments being made by the Refident at Owde ; and whether any could have been more
o honourable than thofe derived from an exchange, the rates of which had received the fan@ion
our Government, and yere eftablithed by long precedent. If, howevet, it can be proved,
that at : péi'féd_l.'uz_yicamurcd to 1iftlence the Shroffs, or others, to raife or depreciate the value
of the different rupees, for my own advantage, or even if I interfered, directly or indiretly, further
~ than to receive and difburfe the public money, at the Exchange fixed by your Honourable Board, I
: :eadliy admit that I fhould deferve the greatelt difgrace and feverelt punithment your Government or
the law could infli& on me; but in juftice to myfelf, 1 deny even the intention of f» flagitious an
act; and I muft repeat, that had fuch influence been exerted, the late Governor General, through
the channel of Hyder Beg Cawn, might ealily have obtained certain evidence thereof, and would
doubtlefs have produced it.—I fhall now proceed to reply to the fecond charge exhibited againft me,
~on the exorbitant expences of the 'Reﬁdcnc‘y: Yiere T entirely agree with the late Governor General,
that if the allowances objedted to by the Vizier were efta Iifﬁcd by my predeceflor, without the
previdus confent or knowledge of his Highnefs, the precedent ought notvo be admitted ; but T foel 2
confidence when I affert, that both the Nabob and his Minifter had acquicfced i and approved of
hiroek il ghosice o an thofe for which my condu@ has been arraigned. I have already obferved
that thoft charges did not originate with, nor were they in every prrticular approved of gy me ; it
‘was my intention to have reduced thet as foon as 1 had efiected the important changes and regula-
tions pointed out in my inftruétions, as the grand objets to which my attention thould be primarily
irefted. I take the liberty of referring your Honourable Board to thofe inftructions, it will be found
that they infift on a fpeedy and effectual alteration in almoft every department of the Nabob’s
Government. T'o have attained a competent knowledge of matters (o complicated, ta have
examined accounts purpofely involved by the Minifter in intricacy and confufion,  would have been
impra&icable, without the zeal and adlive affiftance of the Gentlemen attached to my office 5 their
diligence and conftant application deferved, in my opinion, fome fuperior allowances; in all events
their conduct could not have merited, nor thould it have been requited, by punithment, and fich
they would have deemed a reduétion of their falaries, which bad from the ufage of years been con-
fidered as permanent, not to be dons away but by the exprefs orders of the Vizier; 1 once indeed
attempted to prevail on the Minifter to curtail Mr, Thomas’s allowances, which appeared to me
enormous, their amount being no lefs a fum than 8,136 rupees, exclufive of what he drew in the
¢apacity of Surgeon to the Refident; but my advice, as that Gentleman obferves, was treated with
contempt : I repeat, however, it was my defign to have leffened thefe falaries, provided the Vizier's
confent could have been obtained, whenever I could have accomplifhed the ohje of my miffion,
Had I begun the arduous tafk of reformation in my own department, my time would have beon
entirely engrofled in tranfimitting and anfwering reprefentations to {;mr Honourable Board, on matters
comparatively infignificant with thofe important charges of the Nabob’s Government, which I was
ordered to carry into immediate execution. I had the official affurance of my predecefior; that the
Tate Gwerndr-%‘éneral knew that thefe falaries were paid by the Vizier, even poflerior to the treaty
concluded at Chunar : Mr. Middleton being in Europe, [ cannot avail mylelf at prefent of his
perfonal evidence, but 1 hope the Honourable the Court of Directors will call upon that Gentleman
to avew or difprove what I have here advanced.

- Mr. Haftings, in his minute, dated the 7th of December 1784, has exprefled himfe!f as follows

» .
“ For my own part, when the Vizier’s Minifter firft informed me, that the amount which hig
) id authorized, and was willing to admit, for the charges of the Refidency, and the allow-
“ arices of the Gentlemen at Lucknow, was 2 5000 rupees per month, I own I was flartled at the
¢ magnitude of the fum, and was forme days hefitating in my mind, whether I could with propriety
“ admit of it ' ,

«©

-

In another minute, dated the 8th December 1784, he aflires the Board,  that the allowance of
“ the -l:cll_ents, drawn either in the time of Mr, Briftow, or his predeceflor Mr. Middleton, never

D‘_Meﬁh. _Holl;:md, Anderfon, Johnfon, Browne, snd Turner, t Vide Minute, dated 23d
ecember 3783, éﬁ 5
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¢ were mitherized by him, exceptiog in the fingle inftance of Mr. Trevor Wheeler, which f‘ne‘
« accufations of Mr. Briftow and Mr. Cowper oblige and compel him to acknowled g
Now though the abfence of Mr. Middleton precludes the poffibility of a pofitive proof that M,
Haftings was informed of all the allowances which were paid by the Refid ﬂt,ﬁﬂltimreexdts a
{trong prefumptive one, as will appear, that he ms\-neiﬂaer.rg_nqrant.of, nor af?;fg_‘:m: the Y‘z..’fef_'ﬁ
granting large falavies to more than ene European Gentleman. In the firft place, 1 ﬁ:_':zll inftance
M. Thomas, who, exclufive of his pay from the Company, which was 1,200 rupees, :NCIS,EW;Z@' m
the Vizier, with Mr. Haftings’s knowledge®, 8,136 rupees per month. Secondly, the -!gtbq-_(}ggernqg
General avows his authorizing Mu, ‘T'revor Wheeler’s receivin 5,000 rupees per month, In this
place 1 take the liberty to remind your Honourable Board of that Gentleman’s being my fourth affiftant.
Was it natutal to fuppofe, that he alone enjoyed fuperior allowances? or wits it not mare.con_fbnap_g-,
10 reafon, for Mr. Haftings to conclude, that my other afliftants were permitted to receive falaries
from the Nabob fuperior or inferior to Mr. Wheeler’s, according to their refpective ranks in the
Company's fervice ? Surely it ‘could not be conceived that I would, by fo unjuftifiable a partiality
in favour of Mr. Whesler, create jealoufies and difguﬁ: in the minds o every G ent_!‘gman__ befqzﬁi)x;g
to my department.  Laitly, to fhew that Mr, Haftings knew and approved of large falaries, I' _
leave to atinex the copy og' i letter, which nothing but the neceflity of | {tlf-defénce fhould ever have
induced me tormake public-—it requires no comment, ' ol /

s« Deir Briftow, o, Al .
¢ 8ir Eyre Coote has fonte field allowances to receive from t@g; Vizier, they amount to ficca
 rupets 15,554 pet month, and he has been paid up by the Vizier to the 20th Auguit 1782,
% The Governor has divefted me to write to you, to requelt you to receive what is due from the
% Vigier from the 20th Auguft lufty at the rate of Lucknow ficca rupees 15,554 per month, and
% fend me a bill for the amount, the receipt of which T will acknowledge in the .c-apacig of Sir
« Eyre Coote’s attorneys and the Governor defires, that you will continue to receive Sir Eyre.

« Coute’s field allowances at the fame rate, and remit the money to me as it comes in.” :

« Caleutta, Jinuary asth, 1783, Signed) . il
9 b Sk CHARLES CROFTES.” |

Permit me to requeft your Honourable Board will bear in mind, thatI could derive no pofiible
adyantage, but incur perfonal rifque, from profufely lavifhing, without authority, the public money
on Gentlemen, moft of whom were unconnected with me in any _qther relation than miy official
capacity: when thefe fafts and arpuments are allowed their full weight, T lope and believe your
Honourable Board will admit, T had fufficient grounds to prefume that'the allowances now com-
platned of were not only authorized by the Vizier, who has pafled them without objection in his ac-
counts for fucceeding years, but were alfo approved by your late Prefident, who has even continued
the falaries to Meflrs. Bruce and Taylor to this day, although they form a part of the inadmiffible
charges objected to by the Nabob Vizier in ' my account.

Mz, Haftings, ‘in his minute dated the 7th of December 1784, (peaking of charges incurred by
the Nabob’s verbal orders, obferves, ¢ Were I once convinced that fuch an amicable intercourfe had
“ always exifted, and that Mr. Briftow had uniformly fhewn on other occafions an equal degree of
& delicacy towards the Nabob Vizier, T might have been induced to allow 'Ehof'c arguments great
“ weight, and have conteuted myfelf on the Vizier’s difavowing his fantion, with merely afcertainin
€ the reality of the expenditures, and the reafonablenefs of the fums charged.  But our records
« of laft year are filled with remonftrances written even previous to thofe expenditures, which im-
% prefs us with 1deas very different from delicacy and amicable intercoutfe.” 1 have ever confidered
and treated the complaints preferred againft me by the Vizier as proceeding from his Minifter, who
it is notorious holds his Sovereign in entire thraldom, and has often “dared to ufe the Nabob’s name,
% and even aflixed his feal to letters, either diétated to the Nabob, or written without his know-
“ Jedge +.”—To prove, however; that an amicable intercourfe did actually exifty 1 fubmit to the

erufal of your Honourable Board tranflations. of a correfpondence (No. 2.) that pafled between the
_Q/im-ier and 1me, a fhort time after thofe remonfirances alluded to by the late Governor General were

made ; when the Vizier wrote thefe letters he was abfent from his Minifter, and therefore; it ma
be prefumed, he fpoke the genuine dictates of his heart. Many of the articles of expence which
Hyder Beg Cawn affexts to have been incurred without the confent or knowledge of the Viziery I have
produced written anthority for; rhis wilful mifreprefentation I conceive is of itfelf fuficient to in~
validate his evidence, but I can further proye that for years paft he has uniformly perfecuted me with
complaints and crimination, which had no other foundation than malice.  One of the Jait events of
my R.e.ﬁdcnc{ in the year 17706, was the recomimendation of this identical Minifter to the ffation he
at prefent fills, 1 fupported him with your authority, and fielt recommended him to your notice.—
It was impofiible that I could entertain any other than the moft friendly difpofition towards the man
* Vidé Confultazion, 25th November, in which the late Governor General recorded Mr. Thomas’s

Application to him for thefe identical Allowances, + Vide Letters of Inflruétions from the late
Governor General to the Refident at the Vizier’s Gourt, dated 23d Ofober 1792,
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mﬂltheprlnc:ples cither of honour or gratitude,

( Il\nd thus izﬁ‘;ﬁ'e&, md: it ;:auld only be my wifh to unite with hﬁn in the execu-

tion of the public fervice; far different fentiments, hiowever, poffefied the mind of Hyder Beg
for, unproveked by m1§roﬁ'enge o my part, he, in the year 1781, infligated complaints

agami"[" nie in the pame of the Nabob Vizier; T had at that period the honour to be your Refident
at the Court of Owde for the management of political affairs, and as my office' was divefted of
inflyence and authority, there could be no objedt of contention between us, and it is, dificult to

e the conduét of Hyder Beg Cawn in preferring thefe ill-founded and unprovoked complaints

0 In O&ober 1?82 O, H&nourable Board thought proper to refolve on arrangements, which
i ?{hoﬁldcmc&,dw'mu{

tiplied evils that exiited in the Vizier's Government, and did me the honour
of fele€ting me for this important truft. The whole period of my Refidency paffed in contefts with
Hyder Beg Cawn; his object was to refift, mine to execute your orders, No fituation, no conduét
could guard me from his calumny ; for the very regulations propofed by me, in ftriét conformity to
your commands, were made the {aﬁs of his complaints.. In faying thus much on the charadter and
conduct of the Minifter, I conceive myfelf perfeélly in order, as he is not only my accufer, but alfo
the fole evidence againft me ; complaints injurious to my character have for a fong time compofed 2 .
voluminous part of your proceedings, and, though fucceﬁivel&}rcfuted, have  been- renewed with
equal eagernef$ and inveteracy. What reparation, what fatisfaction am I to receive? T am myfelf
amenable to the laws of my country, but my accufer is exempt from our jurifdiftion; and may there-
fore, if any purpofe is yet to be anfwered, continue to fabricate his falfehoods without any apprehens«
fion.of punithment, and with every local advantage.

Though in the beginning of this letter I declared my refolution to refrain from remarking on the
injurious epithets Mr. Haftings has fo liberally beftowed on my condud, I may, I think, without
departing from this profeflion, be allowed to obferve, that thofe epithets, however properly they
might have been ufed by my accufer, were unbecoming the dignity of the Governor General, and
irreconcileable with the impartiality of 2 judge. ‘Nor will it; T imagine, be confidered improper or
difrefpeétful to accompany this defence with fome extralls (No. 3.) from the late Governor
General’s minutes written at different periods, whereby it will appear that his opinion of my public
charaéter frequently varied from bad to good, and good to bad, according to times, circumftances,
and fituations. ' :

_In conclufion, I make it my requeft, in which I hope to be indulged by your Honourable Board, |
that this addrefs may go a2 number in the packet to the Honourable Court. of Directors, with a
reference to thefe letters noted in the margin, which form the firft part of my reply to the aceufa-
tions preferred againft me by the late Governor General, the Nabob Vizier, and his Minifter Hyder

Beg Cawn. :
I have the Honour to be, with the higheft refped,
Gentlemen,
Calcutta, 22d March, Your moft obedient,
1785, ki humble fervant,
(Signed) JOHN BRIST.OW.,

.EXTRACT of a LETTER from MR. BRISTOW to the HONOURABLE the GOVER-
i NOR GENERAL and COUNCIL, dated the 2d of Oétober 1784,

I never interfered in the detail, and my general inftructions for the management of the, Treafury,
enjoined a rigid adherence to the affay table and to the forms in ufe by my predeceffors : when in the
month of September laft # I laid my accounts for the preceding year (1190 fuflally) before the Vizier
and his Minifters, no fuch objections as thofe now ftated were urgzed, my accounts were found

7 firiélly conformable both in form and matter to former ufage, and were approved accordingly.

Could Hyder Beg Cawn have difcovered any thing chargeable with fuch matter of accufation as
he ‘has now thought proper to produce againft them, it is not probable, that in his anxiety at that
riod to effeét the removal of your Refident, who without power indeed to controul, yet unceaf-
ingly watched his condud@t—it is not probable, I fay, that, fo circumftanced, he would have negleéted
fo promifing a profpet of accomplifhing his favourite object; he has fhewn himfelf anxioufly difpofed
“to criminate my conduét in every inftance, and it is not reafonable to fuppofe he would have admitted
an accufation of this nature, when he has not hefitated to produce as charges againft me complaints
ftamped with the unequivocal proofs of my zeal for your fervice, and his determined oppofition to
every meafure, howeyer forcibly recommended by you, that militated in any fhape againit the uyn-
conirouled power and influence he had fo ma.nX years enjoved over the Vizier’s dominions.

true extract,
; JOHN BRISTOW.
* Should be 1783,
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 TRANSLATION &f a LETFER from the NABOB VIZIER to N

i SV R eos vl IVIRE B T TR Sy
Tam rejoiced by the receipt of your lesteiprenclofing the draft of an arlwer to Mahajy Sindia,

and E-nwr%ux{hy, and an addrefs from Major Browne.. The news of your health affords me the

higheft fatisfaltion. By the blefling of God my health is good, am; ny beart is ever’ intent on

receiving accounts of your welfare. 1 have caufod: lettors to be written, agreeable to the drafts :

you prepared, to Mahajy Sindia and Bow Buxfhy, and you will pleafe to forward them, PR

Confidering my heart anxious for an interview with y;‘sﬁ, you will wite me.f}cqueat' accounts of
your health. . ALY S - (i

E MRS

TRANSLATION of & LET'TER from the NABOB VIZIER to MR. BRISTOW:
Received Ma}? -l b SR i

By the bleffing of God thy health is good and profperous, and my viQtorious army is encamped
ih Bairaitch, l\%y mind, imprefied with the pureft friendfhip for you, is ever fearching after the
‘news of your health 5 and in the midlt of the joy of my hunting, to which my inclinations are
fincerely difpofed, I frequently fhrike my heart with my nails, in recolleQion of you ; for thofe

" reafons it is my fincere with that you-will always write me the news of your welfare and happinefs,
encreafe the pratification of my anxious feelings, and .;liﬂigate the irkfome apprehenfions of my
mind, by the moft pleafing intellizence of your good and profperous health. i) i

MR. BRISTOW in Reply, 21ft Jemmady ul famy 1197,

J ‘am hohoured with your Highnefs’s letter, exprefling your favour towards nie, ‘and informing
me  that your health is good and profperous, the vidtorious army is encamped at Bairaitch, ehat
< your heart is highly anxious for the news of my welfare ; and thaty in the midft of your hunt-
% ing, to which your inclinations are fincervly difpofed, yow often flrike your heart with your nails,
¢ in recollection of mie; for thefe realons you requeft me always to write you the news of my
“ weifare and happine(s, thereby to encreafe the gratification of your anxious feelings, and diffipate
“ tite ivkfome apprehenfions of your mind, by the moft pleafing intelligence of my good and profper-

#ous health.” \ it

Accept of my moft grateful thanks, for thefe proofs of your Highnefs’s favour, and may the
Almighty fpread the fhade of his bleffings over your Highnefs for this recolletion of the=I have
in thefe days receivéd a fhioka from the %\'.ing, and a letter from the Nabob Nuyjud ud Dowla,
directing me to apply to your Highnefs to fuffer the exportation of grain from your dominions.
Similar applications will be probably have been made direcly to you through Major Browne. » Being
your Hiphnefs’s %pccre well-wither, I addrefs the Fonourable the (Governor General, in confe-
quence of the dro l%ht in your dominions, requefting a remiflion of the duties on gramn that might
be exported from Benares to thefe parts; as the interelts of both Governments are mutual, inall
likelthood my requelt will be approved. - I have likewife addrefled the Gentlemen at Benares, Patna,
and Churan Chupra, defiring they will encourage the Merchants jn exporting grain, as in your
Highnels’s dominions the fearcity is fo fevercly -fe%b, that many of your fubjects have perithed. It is
not expedient that you fhould fuffer any exportation, at the fame time’ it is neceflary to fhew a
deference to his Majefty ; and I therefore recommend that your Highnefs fhould write fuch an anfiver
to the Royal Shoka as may not caufe offence, Having from of o%d been honoured with your High-
nefs’s favour, Ihope you will continue to gladden me with frequent letters of your health,

From the NABOB VIZIER, in Reply: Received zoth May 1783,

¥our pleafing letter with the tiews of your hedlth ‘to the following purpore, in anfivet to mine,
is veceived, ‘That “an anfiver to the Shoka of 'the moft holy:and aufpicious Kling, on’the fubject
“lof the exportation of grain from thefe parts to Dellyy, fhould be fo framed as not to caule of-
“ fence tohis Majefty ; and that you, with a view to'the gaod of humaniey, and from friendthip
% to e, had addréfled the Honourable Goverror (eneral concerning @ remifion of 'the duties in
¢ Benares, and alfo the Gentlemen of Churan'Chupra, &c. concerning the giving encouragement

& to Mér{.‘hﬂnh- I R | :
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s od i The ac;wa of your welfire, and the other eircumflances communicated in youz letter, are clea‘ré’y_

always write me letters,

‘underflood, and afford me- fiisfaflion. It is certain hat the improvement of iny afe
_ ‘ood of humanity, are even the wifh of your beart.  Copies of thy anfwer to the
King, the Nabob Mujjced ud Dowla, and Mirza Shuffer, #£0 enclofed for your perufal.——Oug of
refpect to the orders of Majefty, I have not returned a peremptory denial, but made fome general

and expli

‘excufes 3 and it appears that before this, on account of the dearnefs of arain, and the diftrels of the
 peopley T iflued my orders to Khewja, Ainudine Almafs Ally Cawn, Mahomed Beg, &o. prohibits
- ng the exportation of grain from my dominions. ] i '

T am encamped at Nanapara, on account of the plenty of game which is in this quarter. 'I"o-dny;
by the ftrength with which the Almighty has bleffed me, | valiantly, and' with (prings like the
tyger, killed, by thoufands of arrows and mufket thots, an elephant which would not yield to the

. elephants of the heavens in fiercenels And which in fize would qut-top the mountains—I granted.

falvation to a world labouring under his violence. In the fpirit of the pureft friendfhip I make this
communication ; and it is Incumbent-on -you, that, confidering me anxious for your health, you

A true tranflation, it :
JOHN BRISTOW,

EXTRACT of SECRET CONSULTATIONS, Fert William, 21ft Decetaber 1774
3 'Tiié"'-Go{rcgﬁq;‘Gg;w@ alijeds to this propofition, becaufe, in his judgmenty Mr, Briftow is not

- qualified for the office, neither by his knowledge of the Perfian language, nor by any diftinguithed

abilities.

v 5 i

EXTRACT of the PROCEEDINGS of the GOVERNOR GENERAL and COUNGIL of
' BENGAL in the SECRET DEPARTMENT, the 2d December 1976,

';-.G‘rovem.:éemral-.wl bring: no charge againft Mr. Briftow. I do not accule him of any faults
1 know of no charge that.was produced againt Mr. Middleton when he was reroved. Fhe mas

Jority of the Board thought proper at 'that time to remove the public Minifter at the Court of the

abob of Oude, who had received his nomination from me, and to appoint another in his ftead,
in whom they had a confidence.. Highly as I efteemed the merits of My Middleton, T will not bring
them into an invidious comparifon with thofe of M, Briftow, whom, thengh totally unknown to

me but, by his public charader, 1 efteem.

[l

EXTRACT of the PROCEEDINGS of the GOVERNOR GENERAL and COUNCIL
of BENGAL, in their Publick Department, the 2d O&ober 1780,

Governor General,—I will aflk who is Mr. Briftow, that a Member of the Adminiftration thould
at fuch a time hold him forth as an inftrument for the degradation of the firft executive Menber
of this (Government ¢ What are the profefied objets of his appointment ? “What are the merits of
his fervices ? Or what the qualifications which entitle lim to fuch uncommon diftinéton 7 Is j¢
from his fuperior integrity, or from kis eminent abilities, that he is to be dignified at fuch hazard
of any confideration that ouglhit to influetice the Members of the Adminiftration? Of the former
(his integrity) I know no proofs ; 1 am fure it is not an evidence of it that he has been enabled to
make himfelf the principal in fuch a‘competition ; and for the teft of his abilities I appeal to the
letter which he has dared to write to this Board, and which, T am afhamed to fay, we have fuffered.
I defire that & copy of it may be inferted in this day’s proceedings, that it may ftand before the
eyes of every Methber of the Board, when he fhall give his vote upon a queftion for giving their
confidence to 2 man (their fervant) who has publickly infulted ther (his mafters) and the Members
of the Government te whom he owes his obedience; who afluming an aflociation with the Court of
Directors, and erecting himfelf into a tribunaly has arraigned them for difobedience of orders,
paffed judgment upon them, and condemned or acquitted them as their magiftrate or fuperior,—Let

.the Board confider, whether a man pofiefled of fo independent a fpirit, who has already thewn a con=

tempt of their authority, who has fhewn himflf fo wretched an advocate for his own caufe, and
negociator for his own intereft, is fit to he trufted with the guardianfhip of their honour, the exe-~
cution of their meafures, and as their confidential manager and negociator with the princes of

indjm Y
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EXTRACT of 2 LETTER from the HONOURABLE te GOVERNOR GENERAL
to EDWARD WHELER and JOHN MACPHERSON Efquires, dated upon the Ganges,
near Sookfagore, 22d September 1782, ; _ by Wi

T had the pleafure of finding, upon the moft impartial inquiry, that the conduct of Mr. Briftow,
during his former refidence at the Court of the Vizier, had been proper and attentive ; 1 accordingly
wihed to recommend him to fucceed the prefent Refident, provided the Vizier had no reafonable
objeclions to his appointment. :

" EXTRACT of 1 MEMORANDUM tranfmitted in Conformity to the Order of the HONOUR-
ABLE the GOVERNOR GENERAT, by MAJOR DAVY to MR. BRISTOW, in a
Letter dated the 7th O&ober 1782. - : !

Major Palmer to inform the Naboh and his minifters, that Mr. Briftow is not the choice of the
Gentlemen of Councily but the Governor’s own and fole choice has now been formed on the moft
perfeét knowledge of his integrity, honour, and abilities. !

EXTRACT of the HONOURABLE the GOVERNOR GENERAL’s MINUTE into

" COUNCIL, the goth September’ 1783, e

Is it poffible that I could have ufed fo much delicacy, and affected fuch a tendernefs towards the
Nabob, if I meant to fend a tyrant to rule over him ?

1 fhall forbear to fpeak my apprehenfions of the confequences, if it fhall be finally refolved by the
Members of this Board, that Nfr. Briftow fhall be formjly vefted with the powers of ruling the do~
minions appertaining to the Nabob Affoph ul Dowla, and guaranteed to him againft all invaders by
a facred treaty, by which the faith and honour of the Britifh nation, and not the Company alone,
are pledged to maintain it—a fyftem of fuch controul cannot fubfift on conftruétive powers; and if
the ilJ?h:»ard do not notify to Mr. Briftow the declaration which 1 have made of the revocation of
them, which he received from me, and which he has grofsly abufed, I fhall ; and at his peril let him
hereafter quote them as containing the authority for his actions: thofe who abet him in his con-
du& ought to prefciibe to him the rule of it; when I am made acquainted with that rule, I'will
 record my opinion of it. Would to God I could prevent it, and the dreadful confequences, which,
however qualified, muft attend the exercife of any dominion built on fuch a foundation, and com-
mitted to fuch a ruler ! '

EXTRACT of the GOVERNOR GENERAL's MINUTE upon MR. JOHNSON’S
: Defence ; Confultation, 21t Oétober. : ; :

Upon the whole, though I have friétly delivered my opinion on Mz, Johnfon’s defence, I muft
add, that I think he has been fufficiently punithed by the deprivation of his office, and by the feve-
rity with which it was immediately effected: “ Not to be worfe ftands in fome rank of praife.”
His faults {ink to mere errors and inadvertencies, when compared with thofe of his principal, and are
wholly loft in the contraft with thofe of the prefent Refident. f

True Extradts : : _
(Signed) JOHN BRISTOW,

Ordered, That the Secretary do acknowledge the receipt of Mr. Briftow’s letter, and its enclo~
fures, and acquaint him, that copies thereof were tranfimitted, agreeable to his requeft, to the
Honourable Court of Directors, with ‘the difpatches, by the Hinchingbrooke. :

{ '.{O =
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Rﬁ,ﬂw the following Letter from the Accountant General.

A
S

EN HASTINGS, Eﬁ}hire, GOVERNOR GENERAL;

" &. COUNCIL of FORT WILLIAM.

i A

! «. I have the honour to a@knpwledgﬁ' the receipt of your commands of yefterday’s date,’ dit_'a&..

ing me to prepare.  an accurate ftatement of all the allowances paid by the Nabob Vizier fince

| % the treaty of Chunar, with the vouchets for them, and to tranfmit the fame to your Honourable

“ Board without delay.”

In obedience to thefe commands; all the public accounts of the Lucknow ftation, in which I
‘have any official concern, have been carefully infpected, and are not found to contain an entry of
any fuch payment; nor have there ever been tranfmitted from that fation to this office any other
‘vouchers than the copies of fuch as appear to hiave been taken for the monthly allowances of the
Honourable Company's covenanted fervants and furgeon attached to the ftation, paid by the Refident,
and carried to the Honourable Company’s debit. - :

There is however an inftance which may appeat in fome meafure a deviation from this affertion,
and fomewhat amlogous to the defcription given of thefe required by the Board. This occurs in
the month of March 1783, and is ftated as follows, in the entry made thereof, to the debit of the
Nabob. | i / .

- I have the honour to be, with great refpeét,

- Fort William, Hornourable Sir and Sips; |
CAcepuntant Gen. Office, Your moft obedient humble Servant,
14th Dec, 1785, ' { Signed) Wm. LARKIN 8§
) Account, General.
Upesy Bk -
. Amount paid Major Palmer his allowance for three months, on a
- deputation to l:! yzoola Cawn - — e — e 9,000
Paid Mr. Grant his allowance for threc months, as affiftant” to

 the deputation . () 42500

': A oy _ Fyz! 16 Sun Sicca Rupees 13,500

! the 7th December 1784,
' Governor General. |
I-'I-' is with concern I am forced to take up the fubjet of the charges apainft Mr. Briftow a¢ the
moment of the difpatch of the furprize, and at 2 junture when fo many important affairs, affetin
the immediate interefts of this Government, prefs on my attention, and fearce leave me time to reag
the letters and papers which he has fent us in defence and juftification of his conduct, much lefs to
enter into a difcuflion of the feveral arguments he has wfed, in fo minute and precife 2 mariner 2+ the
juftice which I think due from us to the Nabob Vizier would require. T muft confive myfelf to a
fammary examination of the principles on which Mr. Briftow juftifies his withholding the fums which

the Nabob Vizler has claithed from him, thefe are as follow, viz.

1t The practice of his predeceflors.

2dly. The orders of the Board.

3d1§r "The moderation of the expences and allowances he has charged,
4thly, The fanction of the Nabob Vizier, expreffed in writing.

sthly.  The verbal fanStion of the Wabob Vizier.

L

. "Thefe principles do not all apply to every one of the charpes, they  are ufed differently in jufftic

- fication of different articles; T thall therefore examine them lgpamrely, and touch on the principal

articles juftified under each,
it. . The Praétice of his Predeceflors.

It is on this ground that Mr. Briftow chiefly juftifies the heavy expences with which he has charged
the Vizier, as well as the method which he has nfed in galculating the batta on the fums received in
Vq}.._ﬂ. ' Ce/l 5t) payment

-t
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1 have thius fummarily confidered the .fbjretil grovads mwmchmraﬁri&mrm!m&ﬁw.
eharges frated in his accounts with ‘the Nabob Vizier 5 it will now reft with th : Board to decide:
agon themy and to determi-nefwhat_'rcdrgii is due to his E’xce_liéﬂéf_:é Ehis '

his is incumbent on us in:
the firlt place; it muft then 'beeo'me-a-fubfe’quenrqueﬂtom-h_cjaw_-f:lr..h&xr.: Briftow was juftifisble i
appropriating to thele expendituses; without the fan&icn of this Covernment, wioney which he ap~
pears to have received on account of the fubfidy due from the Vidier tothe Companyd | | 10 "

1 have paffed over the refleftions comcycdn?z Mr. Briftow on Hyder Beg Cawny and the ufe
which he has made of a quotation from wy inftrations.  Ehave had too frequent occafion to com-
plain of the unbecotning references which M. Briftow has made to my inftruétions, in partial
quotations 'of them, as the wayrant for his conduél, the invariable tenar of which was 4 grofs op-
pofition to them: but T do not wifh to cncumber the prefent fubjeét, or to wafte my own time with'

ifeuflions tiot immediately in point /

I the courfe of this minute 1 have pointed out fome }:rop*‘oﬁtioris.,-' on which, if the Board fhall
{hink fit to decidey the claims of the Vizier to Mr. Briftow may be adjufted. 1 do noty however,

swels a decifion, "The affairs of Ovrde, whillt they were undey that Gentleman’s management, have
already fwelled our records beyond their proper proportion, and piven rife to mwuch difagreeable - -
arﬁumcnt; and it may perhaps be dificult for us now to purfue the fubjedt with that cool inditference

which juftice requires, ot without again entering into long ‘and controverfal debates, which would -
nieceffarily employ that time and attention which may be fo much more adyantageoully beftowed o

the inimediate concerns of this Government. I in expreffing fuch fentiments, 1 thould happen to! |
meet thofe of the other Menibers of the Board, however amxious T may be to render fpeedy juftice

to the Nabob Vizier,' [ will agree to fl ufpend our proceedings in this country, and refer the whole to

the Company at home; who il fiow have fuficient materials to erable them to form a decifion.

(Signed) WARREN HASTINGS.

Mr. Stables.—I requeft that an exal ftatement of all the allowances paid by the Wabob Viziery
fince the treaty of Chunar with vouchers for the fame, may be accurately prepared, and faid

before the Board.
(Signed) J. STABLES.
Let it 7 : vt i
signed § 7' ep.

Mr. Macpﬁerfon, ] : :
1 Kave juft had time to read over curforily the Governor Gieneral’s minute of yefterday on
M. Briftow’s laft anfiver to the charges preferred againt him by the Vizier and his Minifter.

e |

Juftice to the Vizier, and juftice to the Company, are'e:ﬁua}ly required in the confideration of

ticfe accufations, and of the defence pleaded againft them. :

To pafs judgment on each particular charge, after confidering fully the anfiver made to it, is in
the nature of a judicial duty, and s fuch, the opinion given being recorded will ftand as a teft of
the impartiality and clear difcrimination of the judge. I do not imagine that cven 2 difference of
opinion in fuch cafes ‘can produce any unpleafant difcuffion 3 and 1 am ready, for my part, to give
my opinion on each fpecific charge, and to call on the accufed for any further juftification he may
have to offer, where that given is objeéted to, or appears unfatisfactory. ; 4

The fibject of the batts, and the Vizier's claims for the profits upon it, or for unjuft advantages
taken under that head by the Refident, is a fubject which I confefs myfelf not to un erfland clearly,
either in the nature of the claims advanced, or the precifion of Mr. Briftow’s reafoning upon that
head. In genefal, T know, that all Collectors of Revenue, or their native agents, and all ifburfers of
farge fums of money, or ¢heir native agents, in this country, muft have a profit-upon the exchange of
batta, where coins are of many different kinds, and of local, and often of arbitrary valuei—A table
of affay, afcerrainin frotn our mint the intrinfic value of each coin, and prc(criheg :
ment 45 the ftandard by which all monies are to be eftimated, is the only check thatJaw €an eftabli
to prevent impofitions in receipt or Jifburfernent of monies fo varions n value and eftimation. The
%50{'5 furh of rupees that Mr. riftow acknowledges to have received and difburfed from and in the
izier’s country, is T think, very near the fum which the Vizier admits him o have colletted.
The difference, is, if I remember, a few thoufand ripees.—ILE this colle@ive fum of money was
dilburfed according to the affay table or batta fandard of Government, it is upor the receipt of it
by a different fandard that illegal rofits could be made.  If the Vigier atid his Minifters knew out
affay ftandard, it occurs to me that they ought to have complained while My, Briffow was at
Lucknow, and could be confronted with the Aumils who paid Mr. Briftow their rents by an affay.
fandard more advantageous to the Vigier’s Government, or, in other yiords, by an inferior rate of
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ceeded

eeded fo as 16 preclude the profits of 2 thoufind fhroffs, and the currency of different rupees
-every d{f rigt. 'I;n:'_-qulr.'_'in?cﬁ:ga’t_ipqs'. in Davy Sing’s colleétions at Rungpore, the Devinvilla
- makes an extrordinary article, and fhews what a fource of embariaflinent, profit, and oppref=

. fion . the variable batta of rupees muft occafion, if there is 1o eftablithed ftandard. '

' On other ggounds,thls i:'ha:‘%"e about the batta conftitutes a ferious queflion. Should it be found |

at Mr, Briftow has truly made an immenfe profit by the batta, and that fuch profit was even accu-
‘mulated wnder the firick letter of the affay batta table eftablifhed by this Government in 1776,
1 am of opinion that the Company have a claim upon him ; they know a procefs by which he can be
made anfwerable; and it is their duty afterward to render the Vizier the juftice to which they may
think his Highneis entitled. :

‘The' Company will readily believe that fuch exceflive profits, if they are real, originated at an
. earlier period than Mr. Briffow’s late charge of the Refidency at Oude 5 and that other Refidents
and other Collectors of Revenue at Oude are equally refponfible to refund what they may have ur-
juftly acquired by the profits of batta. ;

| Relative to the oth_ér _ hca\'vy' charge of unauthorized difburfements, Mr. Briftow’s defénce has
opened an extraordinary and alarming fcene. Immenfe allowances paid to the Company’s fervants at
Lucknow, without the official authofity of this Government, and, as the Governor General declares,

. without his knowledge, except in the inftances he mentions,

_ "Whethe_r it was the Vizier or his -Mini&ers_, .orthe lato or former Refidents, by their own authority,
that inflituted thefe allowances, the Company have equal ground of alarm.

Tor my own parts I declare; that though I knew generally that the Company’s covenanted fervants
refiding at Lucknow could not live there on their Company’s allowances of two or three hundred
rupees a month; and though I heard of fortunes made by military and civil fervans at Oude,
yet I neyer knew before that there were fpecific allowances of two, three, five, and fix thoufand
rupees per. month granted to different Company’s fervants at Lucknow, nor that 2 lack of rupees
A year was grante;ct ta the commanding officers of our brigades .in Oude, befides their Caompany’s
allowances, in confideration of their Bazars. As the fervants are known who received thefe allow-
ances, it would be eafy to call upon them feparately, to learn by what authority they either claimed
or received fuch extraordinary advantages. . L 3

But on fuch fubjeéts, as the Governor General has juftly and generally obferved, the temper ne-
ceflary to conduct our prefent more material concerns, and the attention which ought to be perhaps
exclulively devoted to them, might be difturbed; for the tafk of invefligating the advantages of in-
dividual fervants can never be pleafing, nor favourable to unanimity: befides, great relative quefs
tions arife from every inveftigation relative to the affairs of Oude.

~ deis a principle in law as well as juftice, that the accufers, as well as the accufed, fhould be i
certain refpets amenable to julkice, if their accufations are found unjuft, vexatious, or originating
from unfair motives. The {Ti'zier- and Hyder Beg Cawn may eafily and at any time accufe the
Company’s fervants that are employed in Lucknow and in Oude’; but fhould their accufations
(which is poffible) be unjuft, or direéted from views to be difengaged from all ageney on the part
of the Company, it is the duty of the Company to obtain redrefs for their fervants, and to be upon
their guard againft views of any feparate intereft. Hyder Beg Cawn wis likewife accufed by Mr.
Briftow of malyerfation in his office, and of an appropriation of immenfé reveries, and we have yet
to fee whether the Vizier and his Minifter will faichfully fulfil the engagements under which the Re-
fidency was withdrawn, or whether the arrangements made hy the Governor General for increafing
the Vizier's Revenues are to be faithfully maintained by the Vizier’s Government.

Upon the whole of this important fubje&, I agree with the Governor General to refer it In its

_prefent ftate, with the letters which the Governor General has addreffed to us in confequence of the
Vizier’s complaints, and with Mr. Briftow’s anfwers to the fpecific charges preferred againft himn, to
the Honourable Court of Directors, for their apinion and decifion ; declaring at the fame time my
readinefs to continue any further inveftigation of the fubjeét here, if the other Members' of the
Board are fo difpofed..

Thc.ccmplai;-a_ts againft Mr. Middleton and Mr. Johnfon were left to the opinion and decifion of
the Company, with this difference, that in fome infltances, whete the charges appeared not fully ex-

‘againft thefe Gentlemen were of a different nature from thofe againft Mr. Briftow j—they were
chiefly charges of political delinquency. The charges againft Mr. Briftow go to his property, as
well as his charadler as a political agent. AT -
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et inay be in ﬂiis‘iﬂﬂ; we know for cettiin, that the lauddble efforts of this
l_;nng_.*a%l”m es in the provinces into the coin of ficea rupees at our mint, have not

«culpated, a want of exculpation was pronounced, but no punifhment inflicted. But the charges
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