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Colonel Cumming a fecond time on the fubjed, and have recommended a continuance of the 
detachment in Rohilcund, as a meafure abfolutely neceffary at this period, both on account of 
the defence of the country .'gainft the Seiks, and to affift in enforcing payment of the Company’s 
alignments on Mahomed Cauzim Cawn and Rajah Senut Sing: the former in particular has 
/hewn great ddatorinefs in paying his kills, there being a balance due from him of one lack and 
forty-nine thoufand rupees (Rs 1,49,000) excluftve of laft year’s balance. The fum total of 
the alignments on thefe Alunils is thirty-one lacks.

I have the honour, &c.

Lucknow, (Signed) J O H N  B R I S T O W ,
26th Dec. 1783. Refident at the Vizer’s Court.

Gentlemen,

I have been honoured with your letter of the 16th ultimo, enjoining me to be careful that no. 
a£! or permiffion of mine do, in any inflnnce, or in the fmalleft degree, counterad your direc­
tions given to Colonel Sir John Cumming, to prevent any emigrations of Europeans from the 
camp at Futty Ghur.

At the time Mr. M ‘Lean firft applied to me, it was in the charader of deputy boat agent, and 
as fuch I  procured him his Highnels’s purwannahs for carrying on the public fervice.

The bankers here not being able to give bills on Ettiah, I have written to Colonel Charles 
Morgan, to know when, and in what manner, he chufes the money lhould be fent or remitted 
on his arrival in his Highnefs’s dominions.

I  am, &c.

Lucknow, J O H N  B R I S T O W ,
2d Jan. 1784. Re fide nt at the Vizier’s Court.

Gentlemen,

I had laft night the pleafure to receive from Colonel Martin a copy of his anfwers to the 
interrogatories which the Honourable Board thought proper to put to him relative to the com­
plaints exhibited againft me by the Vizier, and his minifter Hyder Beg Khan. After having 
given them the moft attentive perufal, I cannot help remarking, that thefe anfwers, wherever 
they are fupported by the perfonal knowledge of Colonel Martin, far from leading to a condem­
nation of my condud, do, as I now humbly conceive, very ftrongly corroborate the arguments, 
and evidence I have already had the honour to fubmit to you, in refutation of the malicious 
charges of the minifter; and /hew clearly, that in all my intercourfe with him, it was my fixed 
refolution to be invariably and folely guided by my inftrudions. For the reft, Gentlemen, the 
relation of Colonel Martin has heard at Third and Fourth Places, and from Third and Fourth 
Perfons, as he muft be very certain it would not be received as evidence before any tribunal on 
earth, fo I am furprifed Colonel Martin, under this convidion, fhould have put himfelf to the- 
Trouble of recording it; more efpecially, as it was impoffible that he lhould be ignorant that 
many of the fads and tranfadions of which he Ipeaks, to wit, the Adawlut, &c. had they even 
exifted but in report, muft, from the nature- of them, have been capable of the moft dired and 
pofitive Proof. I can as little reconcile it to candour, that Colonel Martin lhould heretofore 
have liftened to, or that he lhould now repeat, tales fo injurious to the reputations of the perfons 
whom they pointed at; when, by his own confeffion, they tvere for the moft part communicated- 
to him by the parties whofe intereft it confefledly was to invent and circulate them. I would 
not be underftood, Gentlemen, from any thing I have here faid, to intend no further reply to 
Colonel Martin’s narrative. On the contrary, however lightly I may judge of it, my refped for 
the Honourable Board, who placed me in my prefent fituation, and the attention due to my own 
honour, which I confide.r as intimately depending upon my condud in it, equally determine 
me not to fuffer the moft diftant imputation to pals unnoticed. I /hall therefore be as early as 
poffibie in fubmltting to the Honourable Board fuch an expofition of the performance inqueftion, 
as, I truft, will render this laft effort of the minifter to injure my charader, and impeach my 
veracity, by an appeal to Colonel Martin’s 'reftimony, as harmlefs and impotent as any that have 
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|>rec?fM it. T o  prepare tills difpatch, I'niuft, however, requeft from the Honoiirable Board the 
Indulgence of a few days; and the rather, becaufe my time is at prefent much engaged by a variety 
pf public builneff, which cannot fafely he poftponed.

1  have the honour, &c.

Lucknow, J O H N  B R I S T O W ,
slfi jany 1784. Refident at the Vizier’s Court.

Honourable Sir, and Sire,
A few days fmee, the Refident at the Vizier’ s court communicated to me feme fufpicions he 

had entertained with regard to the intentions of Aimafs Ally Khan, Bating, that: lie apprehended 
a defign to attack the magazine at Cawnpore in the ahfence of the brigade, and to cariy off the 
artillery and ammunition/ Though ! do not give entire credit to the information, yet, as it is 
mot impoffible but fuch an event "might happen, I,have taken every precaution in my power to 
tender the attempt, if made, ineffectual,

I have therefore, on the requett of Major Maclary, font twenty artillery men and forty Jafcare 
to Cawnpore, to affift in working the guns. I have completed the field ammunition for actual 
fer vice; and have a I fo ordered the detachment, under the command of Colonel Knutfon, at 
Bafellv, to march half the way hack to Putty Ghur, in order that it might be able to join me 111 
the (pace of two days, ffvould an adtual commencement of hoftilities render a jundlion un- 
neceiliuy.

I have recommended to Major Maclary to crofs the magazine, which I believe is already in 
boats, and die artillery, to the eait fide of the river, which would put it out of Almais’s power 
to lay hold of either before he might be relieved by the troops at this place.

I was averfe to ordering Colonel Knutfon to join immediately, becaufe I  thought it might 
alarm the country, perhaps, without fuffident foundation. I Avail, however, holdths troops here 
jit readinefs to march, the moment I underftand there is a neceffity for their fervice,

I  have the honour, &c.

(Signed) J O H N  C U M  M  I N G, Colonel,

. Honourable Sir, and Sirs,
' 1 have been honoured with your letters of the 16th December 1 783. You are pleafed to obfervs 

you have received letters from Mr. Briltow, on the fubjevff of tome complaints made by Mr.
G e t , M a c l e a n ,  in regard to the detention and plunder of Come boats and budge- 
rows tn the country of Sandy Bailee, rented by Buffont Roy, and the treatment of his people by’ 
the Jenunedars, &c. in that diftrifih

Yon are further pleafed to ribferve, you knew not who Mr. Maclean is, nor under what 
authority he carries on any dealings in the Vizier’s country, not having the permijfion of your 
Hdndar/hle Board to relide there; and esprefs your difpleafure at. his being permitted to engage 
in private trade; not having a licence. I fttall give all the fatisfa&ion I am able regarding Mr.
George Maclean, and the tranfa&ion alluded to in your letter,

Mr. Maclean added at this Ration as agent for the boat contradlor. Several months ago he 
reported to me, that many of the boats and budgerows flood in need of great repairs ; that he 
could not procure timber here for that purpofe, nor any where nearer than Pilibutt; and requefted 
my a Alliance to procure it, by giving him letters to the Aumil (then Cajah Ain ul deen Khan).
1 informed him that my letters could be of no life, as no regard would be paid to them; 
and that 1 did not chufe to interfere in any thing that regarded the officers of the Vizier's 
government. ./"

He then requefted my permiflion to go to I.ockrrow, which I granted him. On his return he 
informed roe, that through Mr. Briftow’s influence fne had obtained a Purwannah from the 
Vizier, and that Mr. Bnllow hud given him letters to the Aumil Cojah Ain ul deen Khan,

defiring
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E X  " jcCring he would proteft and affift him in his bufinefs and purchafes. As the public f e f v ic e ^  - 
not require his clofe attendance, he had my permiffion to go to Pylibut, being warranted by the 
Vizier’s authority obtained for him by Mr. Briftow. He then proceeded on the above bufinefs 
and as he afterwards informed me, had his boats and budgerows plundered by the people of 
Bandy Bailee. I believe he fuftained a very confiderable lofs; and I inufl do him the juft ice to 
add, that 1 never heard a complaint againll; him whllft he was at this ftation; and believe hun 
to be both a quiet and induftrious man, and perfeaiy inoffenftve in his dealings.

Many a&s of violence having bean committed by the people of Sandy Bailee, at the requifition 
of the Vizier, I fent over a detachment to affift Buffunt Rqy, the Aumil, in apprehending thofe 
suiltv of thofe outrages: but, finding the troops were employed in a manner different from 
what they were defigned for, I recalled them. This is all I know of Mr. Maclean’s trant-
a&ions.

The Refident, however, has it in his power to give the Honourable Board every information 
they can wifti on this fubjedf.

With refpeft to impowering any perfon, whether European or Native, to carry on any trade 
in the Vizier’s country, I have never thought myfelf in any degree authorized; my influence 
in this country is bounded by the centries of the camp. In procuring grain for the troops, to 
keep them from ftarving .during the late fcarcity, I have been obliged to write in ftrong terms 
to fome of the Aumils, and to fend out fome detachments; but this was not done without 
repeated orders from his Excellency Jo r  this purpofe, the Aumils paying no regard to his 
orders.
jany 4th, 1784. I have the honour, &c.

Futty Ghur, (Signed) J O H N  C U M M I N  G, Col.

The following letters'from Colonels James Morgan and Ironfide to the Commander in Chief, 
having been yelierday leceived by the fecretary, were circulated to the members of the 
Board.

To Major General Stibbert.

Sir;
In confequence of Captain Scott your lecretary’s letter of the 18th inftant, I do myfelf the 

honour to acquaint you, that, immediately upon the fentence of the General Court Martial 
being pubiiftied, I gave out an order, directing Enfign Connor to proceed direftly down to 
the prelidency. Incloled I have the honour to tranfmit you a copy of a letter I have received 
from Major M‘Clary: it confirms my opinion of Almafs Ali Cawn’s having no intention to 
offer offence to our government, or to create dillurbances in the country.

I beg leave to acquaint you, that the 3d brigade arrived this morning near the bank of the 
river, and will crofs over ro-morrow to Bhardwar. I hey are to march from thence on the 
following day"; and the fecond brigade will march on the fame day, and take up their ground 
at Bhurdwar.

On the 3d of January .my Brigade will all crofs over, and I fhall profecute my march down 
to the prefidency without lofs of time.

I have the honour to be, &c.

Camp, Muty RanfheTalha, (Signed) J A M S M O R G A N ,
31 December 1783. Col. comm» 2 Brigde.

T o  Colonel James Morgan.

Sir,
I have the honour to inform you, that in confequence of my requifition to Sir John Cumming 

for a few artillery men, he has thought proper to fend me 20 Europeans and 40 Lafcars, under 
the command of a fubaltern officer.

Mr.

l\



F mes of the third regiment under the command of Lieutenant .WwqghSn. '

Tf.i, force i conceive to be unneceSary, as the Annul does not appear to me to .-atcrtain'-mv
teagns dangerous to our government. . -Mcnam any

. I have the honour to be, &c.

Cav/pppre, (Signed) W„ M‘ C L A If Y,
i f t k  Deor i ■ ]'<>}. Major commanding at Catrapore.

A  true Copy,
(Signed) H. Lloyd,

SecT to Col. Morgan.

To Major General Gibbett.

Sir,

« » ! * £ ? *  G j” g“  "  " » 1 * •  «=»»■ > W ipd, i M  i.

*3 he b.fpital boat. ahe not yet come up; if they do not .arrive, however, to-morrow 1 iball

On delivery o f the inyoioes of grain brought from Patna to Mr. Fowke, h«* curved  it w»»M 
make a comment fupply for the fecond brigade on its way down ; £ 3 2  t h e f Z  S
events- will not be put to any expence fbr that particular fupply. ' P "1’ at aIt

of S h i  I t^ nfiI!lh \ C° Py o fa !®t.ter from Maj or M'Clar.y to Colonel Morgan, in confequence 
1 1  fha'1 order the ammuiytion brought from Chunar Gliur to be returned thither.

I  am, Ac.

Camp ,.t M H  (Signed) o .  I R O N S I D E ,
.U Ja t t ^ jS , .  c ; „

M.tjor General Stibbert.

Sir,

In my letter of the ?d inftant, I  advifed you that, in coofequence of an addfefs frc-ra Major 
M ‘Clary to Colonel Morgan, (of which I inclofed a copy) adviimfr of their nor le, r ■
v-!l appearance of disturbances likely to, be,receiv«d by Almafg Ally Cawn, it was my intention 
to return the ammunition I had feen difpatched from Chuna Ghur to that dare " K.i/ k,”  !  
m ^ ed b yllh m ae! Bog, and papers of intelligence, that the Aumi! mil kief* his force c3 S  
together in the neighbourhood of Rampoor, and that he has been diftribatinr a m o n n i t i £ J S  
troops, T have altered that intention, and fhall take one half of the carfrileTa W  wt K f  
and leave the other half here for the fervice of the fourteenth regiment of fepovs • winch I have 
direded, conformably to your mflrua.ons, to relieve the battalions of the lecond brigade Ration 
od at tlm  place and at SaJhone. The leaving ammunition here is the m0T e ,3 R ;

n i  « i g i « s r r  *  * * " * •  *  * " ■ * « » •  —  <■ »« t  u
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The hofpital boat* did pot arrive till yefterday, when all the recovered men were' changed 

fuch as were fick in camp. The troops were muttered to-day. The hofpital has proceeded 
on, and the troops will follow to-morrow, without making any halt, until they arrive at 
Cawnpore,

I am, he..

Camp near Allahabad, (Signed) G, I R O N S I D E ,
5th January j 784. Col.

Read the following letters From Mr. Brittow, to Edward Hay, Efquire, Secretary, he. See.

Sir,
I have been favoured with your letter of the 23d ultimo, acquainting me that you had it in 

command from the Board to acknowledge the receipt of my addrefs of the 29th of latt month 
and to acquaint me, that having thought fit to tranftfiit certain interrogatories to Lieutenant 
Colonel Martin, for his replies to them, they had been pleafed to direitt Lieutenant Colonel 
Martin to furnifli me with a copy of the letter, conformably to the orders fent him on the 13th 
of latt month. You will oblige me, by taking an early opportunity to inform the Honourable 
Governor General and Council, that hitherto I have not heard from Lieutenant Colonel 
Martin.—The moment I am furnilhed by him with the replies in queftion, I fliall not lofe a 
moment in preparing and tranfmitting iny anfwer to the Honourable Board.

itjiave the honour to be, &c.

Lucknow, J O H N  B R I S T O W , ,
9th Dec. 17^3* Refident at the Vizier’s Courto

Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, ....... „
I this day had the honour to receive your commands of the 10th- of September,' informing me 

of the feparation you had thought proper to make in the duties of your fecretary, in the fee ret, 
and political, and public departments.

I have the Honour to be, he.
Lucknow, (Signed) J O H N  B R I S T O W ,

2 ill Dec 1783, Refident at Viz*- Court,

Gentlemen,
Having waited thus long in expectation of receiving Lieutenant Colonel Martin’s replies to 

the interrogatories propofed to him by the Honourable Board, as communicated to me through 
your fecretary, in a letter dated the 23d ultimo, I have taken the liberty of applying to Lieu­
tenant Colonel Martin on the fubje£. I have the honour to fend you enclofed tranferipts of my 
application, and his anfwer, and beg leave to affine you, that as foon as I am furniffied with the 
copies mentioned in the letter, I iliall not lofe a moment In preparing and tranfmitting my anfwer 
to them. a 1

I  am, he.

Lucknow, (Signed) J O H N  B R I S T O W ,

30th Dec 1783. Refid1 at the Vizi’s Court.

V ol.IV . N  0 /  C O P Y
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C O P  V' ci « letter iron Mr. John fin ite *  Refolent at the Vizier’s Court, toLieutenant 
Colonel Claud Martin ; dated Lucknow, 29th December 1783.

I beg leave to fend you endofed a copy of a letter from the Honourable Board, through their
fi.crctaiy, wn. never the rep,.es to the interrogatories referred to are ready, I  will be obffedm  
you tor Mean, conformably to the orders lent you. "  J ^  ”£®

Colonel M artin’s Anfwer; the fame Date.

] tb eW e r y°,n 1,avffl been pleafed to write to me this morning* and in confer *
nut) to the command o! the Honourable Board, I will lend you copy of my anfwer to the inter- 
r.ogatiories as loon as they are copied. U  } '

’JVue Copies.
(Signed) J. M E A V E ,

Aihll. to the Resb. ' ' ' f . . . . . .  , . 7 U0 D i ■■C, : '

Gentlemen,

^ /^ P ^ P o n d e n c e  with the minifler in reference to the. 
been led to entertain of 1 ,VVV tm .,u)P1Si°i# winch, in cftnfctjuence of that condii&, 1 have''

w l L J l l ' i b V n v C S l ' r " ’ t S ”  ln f“"  H M t a .  nf the detail of hi. admittiltatioo, with 
j 1 [ ? t Lft " continues to force upon your representative profeffidns o i

n ‘‘ ' , 1 J • ,'K >f ient> or bow ite can .-reconcile the pretended readmels of his obedience to the con 
ant breach of your moll pof.tive commands. A linking example of tl e S  .o fD o n o fln '

W ° Z l J r f 1C« 1Sc n0W befo,e-y°u* Inriy  inflruftiow, unde,' S e a d  S l f 7 tb l& £
«  f .‘ Meofion . ‘ Great care mud be taken in the choice of Autnils. I Ih'alt not defeend to
«  K f S i e r  n T t i T u T  CtafUtir  ?"a,y as ittdifi<"M >y m'ciif ‘rh  that no Aumil he appointed '.iontier iutio.i, without inch pledge or other leeurity for compelling his nerfon 1

bofhth r V1 ‘ 'T !Uirc<,’, aS may infure> beyond a d o l ,  bis S K a d  
«  l° .htfhf ’ r n .w !lm'S’ W1^ ver ftati011«i, ought to have the means of feif p r o t e S ’ and 
iut'-ed -ufeiilhi T  Uppf0,,te<1- 1 he ™ nifter writing to me, in,explanation of the moafures be

?hisihc:xu s ta s is  c s s

c i t " o S o ' . r w o r  h 1 ' i i i ^ r , i  1 1 , , o c° m , m a « • > « « » - m *■ ”  w * & - .

direa. Since the effects muft now in ev« v r - f .^ h e  the feme ir ,  T ° r 1,8 ? tereft ™ T
toenter mto-dn examination ofihe niotiv- s^bir t , , J  ■'<; ’ l ’ .not» •' apprehend, neqeflary

, J  Cl my
M  t )  ^
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my final 'termination, promifing to accjuiefcc in it; as if our Gtnarion admitted'of a choice 4  
expedients, and that fo rdolve and execute were alike eafy ;  yet, w hiU tli holds this language , 
he is pei fedIr convinced of the exigence of a dilemma, created by hinifelfj which reducX his 
I nuce to the d.(graceful neceffity of temporizing with the molt inlolent among hi, , or
adopting the ruinous alternative of compelling his obedience by the fword, in the mean time 
gentlemen, A kraals neither pays his revenues (a), or ftewsany difpofition to pet form his pmmiH 
or ccanply with the Nabobs demands to return to Lucknow, although the period fixed by him- 
fell ^already elapled. Before 1 conclude this letter, I muff take the liberty to folicit you/ordt. s 
upon the lubjed ol it; as aim with reipetft ¥6 the leveral fpcoral matters heretofore fubmitted to
y ™ \  th“ s ' f flow,r£  y ^ r r 11 toJ OUr Hono',rab,e interpolation of your autbo-
i.ty to corred-tfee multiplied eyffs- and a holes of this government, I troll f  Jhalt be excufrdbv the 
veceitity of a renaedy, #ui4 niy own utter u vbility to apply any whatever.

, 1 have the honour to be, &c.
Lucknow, (Signed) _ J O H N  B R I S T O W ,

■ fell January 178^ Refideut at the Vizier’s Court.

(a) O u t of 4U hicks, .1 have o b  trevived 450,000 rupees,

1  R A N S L - A T I O N  of a Letter from M r. John Briflow, Refklent at the Viaier’s Court,, 
to Hyder Beg CawhJ dated 18th Mohuvum, 1198 Heijira,

It was always cuffomary for Almafs. Al ly Cawn to pay his kills in advance. This year 
hr does not pay them when due; and, in comparifon with' the other Annuls, pays but a final! 
portion. I his is aftonifhing, and gives me doubts of his intentions; He has carried off Ms ■ 
tired s, as well is* the oft efts xvf his dependents and th&ir families, fr$in Lucknow; and it is re 
ported that there is a ■ corrcfpondence between'him and Mahajee Scindia, for which reafon I have 
wrote to you, that, ihouTdyou credit i:,; you may reflea thereon, and ad. accordingly,

*

T R A N S L A T I O N ,  of a Letter .frprn-Hyder. Beg Cawn to M r, John BrinW , Refiden-r 
at die Vizier’s Court; dated Mohurrurn 19th, 1198 Hugerie.

I have received your letter regarding Almafs Ally Cawn__ Whatever you, order, l am ready
to obey, I Stall wait upon you to receive jour orders, and will aft with all my endeavours ac„ 
cordingly. 1 J

1 R a N S L A  r i O T s  of ii Letter from Mr. John Briflow to HFyder Beg fCawnj d;itecl
Mohurrurn 20th, 1 198 Mugarrie.

I liave received your letter in reply , to mine. It was the intention of my former letter to 
■ entire whether you credited thefe reports concerning Almals Ally Cawn or not, that, foould 
they be well-founded, whatever you judged proper to be done you would write to me: - Nothin** 
can be fettled on a bufinels of fuch importance, except by a written corrcfpondence. It is tie,- 
-cefiary that you, who are his Excellency’s minifter, fhould contrive means for the fafety and 
protection of his country, and the collection of the revenues, and acquaint m e of your intentions 
by letter,

• ‘ \  ’• '/  
T R A N S L A T I O N  of a Letter from Hyder Beg Cawn .to Mr. J .  Briflow, Refident at 

- the Vizier’s Court.

I  have received your letter regarding Almafs Ally Cawn : Your hirkara’s and news writers 
-*t w ere with him have communicated the intelligence. It is tny bu finds to enquire into affairs.

U tf _ -~lE
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—It is the command of my Prince you fhoukl he the mafter upon this fubjsft; whatever you or- 
4*r fliall-.be done without excufe: 1  will wait upon you tomorrow to receive your orders which 
ihail be executed. * *

T R A N S L A T I O N  of a Letter from Mr. J .  Briftow to Hyder Beg Qawn, dated Mo-
hurruinaoth, {198 Hejery.

At our confultatjon this day concerning Almafs Ally Cawn, you informed me, « That the 
5C news writers and hurkarra’s ot Rajah Poor urn Chund, who yvera conftantly palling and re- 

palling, had communicated no intelligence whatever relative to a connexion or correfpoiul- 
ence between Mahajee Scmd'ia and Almafs Ally Cawn, and no proofs thereof were eftablifhed 
by them; that Z.yne i.l Abdem, the old and confidential adherent of Almafs, had three 
m®nths fince placed his family at Culpee; that, according to the a&ual ftate of affairs it 

« rA •xvV1nn r t0 ?PP° int , a T ak° ° r Daufs (the faid Cawn’s Naib) to the charge of the
« J ? rr?T °iBy T i  ’ ’ CM- UU er nl y Ack!,er’ who had mall^ d  it ill, meaning thereby to lecvre fakoor Dais s fidelity; and that all together, with this new and’ his old dependencies,

he would hold countries yielding thirty lacks of rupees per annum : Befides, I fhould write to
,« Trt ,A; r ler° n CO MaI«JfScind ia  from encouraging people from thefe quarters; that
.. I/ llc’l kl 'l0.1 mention Almafs Ally Cawn s name, but write in general terms to Mr. Anderfon, 

that the object nngiit he obtained without difclofing the fecret.”

}  h?ve thus ftatedt!18 Aibftanra.ofour confutation this day; apd in cafe I fhould have com­
mitted any enor in my explanation of it, bepleafed to corredt it.

jU hercns I had received repeated intelligence of.the. faid Cawn’s alliance,; and, conf.derin- the- 
affair of importance 1 apprized you of it, As Takoor Dafs will, more orjels, have thirty kicks 
undei his charge it hyfwana he given to him, I by no means think the, meafure advifable to mtruft 
that amount to any one pOrfon; excepting him, be pleaied to give .Byfwarra to whoever you 
P ea e. _ 1 have wrote to Mr. Anderfon. The letter which you prepared to Almafs Ally Ciwn

Tuker, 'to ii t  "Spiki i f ” °"ei “ be I’re"nt“‘ “ ^

J R A N  S L A T  I O N  of a Letter from Hyder Beg Cawn to Mr; Briftow, Refident at the
Vizier’s Court.

^Regarding Almafs Ally Cawn, I faid, (£ whatever were your orders, I Was ready to obey
« w iter s ̂  ” tC You°reiffied* « » ' f  t ®  intelliSence had bee» communicated7 by the news
“  writers of P ii ihPnn ’ n  ’ i’f  T l th<!n :,c<lualnted y«u» “  that the hircarra’s and news 
papers) and remarked H ™elltJ0ned any.of»the circumffances” (I have their

them 'for which r i  !  there might be perhaps an undemanding between Almafs and 
t h l f m a ^ t e r l lS  «pon the lubjea . ” - Y o u  consulted with, me .about
« command •” And 'i f  whatever you thought was proper to be done, you would
J 1, " ai d ' And» 11 reSard. to tbe letter from Almals Ally Cawn, acquainting you that he 
would watt upon you m the middle of Poos with the arrangements of his count™ [ faid -  it

1: ’S ^ h K i X n  : rife n him> him to c°me;
« W ^ l l d o J k s  nn v!'|g •remam'nSJ dT  ° f  P° OSWOuld be ove>‘ : If he -comes, it re- 
.< S  c S n t e S  wm n whatever you order I will execute, if you think proper immediately
«  ]vm 57 rr  v  1 man.c 1 othis you were plea-fed to fay, “  you would write to
«  7 °  yollr<]ueiIions relpeding Meer Zyne ul Abdein, 1 replied, “  That he hatfr^hout
« £  C  his S d v  S e  h ?  t ll(7 Caw,nwas,here’ « ' l uefled a f'tiall fort in the Eta diftriS 
-  Pundit a -7 Z . ' p r  n0t ,UC4CeedinS’ lle Poured  a place for that purpofe of Bulladar 
hory 'i Wdwd int' ofne T  • ’ $ r ' ^  afe n?£ tkere even at tbis time; they are at Tick-
cit/and town 1  isSnPvPr P 7 nei)?1 ‘Srn°? at L u^ iow4 they are from weft to eaft in every 
A Z n ?  1 i  fVer enclulred wbere fuch people live: They follow their occuuations to

ft. nt places  ̂ Regarding gaining the confidence of the Aumils of Almafs Allv C nvn T thid 
n,«, |o ,",,e Takoor Doliand ,h, roft, ■■ tl,a, there had b.e„ a c o rS p k „d e S A 7 d )fT , w a ! S

“  to lio-ht VefneSincAlnW ?  \ f  r  7 tI)R.me!in? ° f h,|S ovvn Peol)le eve'T thing would he brought u  l - ^ elpecting A.lmafs Ally Cawn s intentions.” I  adviled, “  to give to Takoor Dofr and
ons, -wao.it is well known poiTcfles abilities, the management of affairs.”  This

was
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; was what I reprefen led to you, that you might give your orders accordingly: ■' That Byfwaaa

“  ihould he given to him to ieeure his attachment; he will pay a Peiihky to government. ,Af- 
“  ter one point is gained, you may have whatever part of the collections you think prop ;r under 
“  his management.'’ “  To write to Mr. Anderfon, deli ring .him to apply to M.dujee Scindia 
“  to di(courage any of the people from his kxcelichcy’s dominions from fettling in his coun- 
“  try—to write in general terms; for until the point was gained, fecrecy was nectiiary: That if 
“  any means were to be taken of counteracting, they Ihould be applied with fecrecy and difpatch •
“  however, if it pleafed you to write in plain terms,' you would do lb.”  This is what 1 advifed 
during our con venation. It is cuflomary in counci f  for minifters to offer their fentiments ac­
cording to their underilandings, and for their fuperiors to do whatever appears, to them bell. 
Whatever you are pleafed to order, I am toady to,.bey. I think it neceflar. to acquaint you of 
every thing to the beft o f my underftanding. All the Aumiis are alarmed that their foliation 
to ay become the lame as Khauja Ain ul Dien’s. The report from far and near is carried to them, 
that Ire made excules on account of the drought, and is now in prifon. It will be their fate next, 
fince no allowance will be made in their accounts for the drought. Whatever you pleafe to dif­
fer, regarding Almafs Aliy Cawn, 1 am ready to obey.

T R A N S L A T I O N  of a Letter from Mr. John Briftow, See, to Hyder Beg Cawn;
dated 22 Mohurrun, 1198 Kejery.

I am favoured with your letter: Being in expiation of it, I had not forwarded the letter 
which I hail prepared for Mr. Anderfon and Almafs Ally Cawn. I fhall now, agreeable to your 
intimation, difpatch that to Mr. nnderfon, and eaclofe'another to Almafs, couched in the terms 
you recommend, of encouragement: Be pleafed to return it to me, if it meets with your appro!),. >- 
tion, that ic may be Cent away. In regard to conciliating and attaching the officers under Almafs 
Ally Cawn and his Naibs to yourfeff, 1 highly approve; f have repeatedly apprized you of my 
opinion of the .inexpediency of entrufling thirty lacks of rupees to any individual, and for­
bidden it.

Ihebufinefs now before us, is the confederation of the means whereby the money may be 
realized from Almafs Ally Cawn, and the counteraction of hisdefigns, Ihould he have entertained 
any bad ones : Die introduction of a conclufion not any way connected with the fubjedd inquef- 
tion, does not forward the bulinefs; affairs are managed by zealous endeavours and loy alty, not 
by contrary pofitions, andadifpute about words. As you have introduced acomparifon relative 
to the tranfa&ions with Khaj.di ain ul Deert, I fhall reply to it concifely, with a view of pre­
venting any opening to calumny before the Governor General and council.

I beg to be informed in what particular the good cOndu^ of Khajah ain ul Deert has been af- 
certained. Is it a proof of it, that the province of Rohilcund is’ reduced to the Jumma of 20 
lacks, and even to lefs than that fum; that it is in a Hate of devaftation; befoks which, that the 
ryots and inhabitants in general bewail the oppreffion he has exercifed over them J Them is aa 
evident and plain anfwer to the terrors of all the Aumiis, and Almafs Ally Cawn in particular, 
from the confinement of Khajah ain ul Deert: The diffmsfa&ion and rebellion of Almafs Ally 
Cawn la ft year was prior to my arrival, or the proceedings againft Khajah ain ui Decn. f am to 
comprehend it is advifabie that the punifhment of a .guilty perfon Ihould he remitted, for fear of 
■ exciting the appreheniion of other offenders. The Aumiis have colle&ed he revenue tins year, 
and do colledt it, and will leave no balance in the country. Seeing and comprehending the faff, T 
fhall not forego the duty I owe to my fuperiors, and refrain from enjoining the {nm&uat payment 
of the Company’s alignments, from any condufion drawn by you. It is incumbent alfo on you, 
fir, to afford me your hearty afiiflance.

T R A N S L A T I O N  of a Letter from Mr. John Briftow, Refidenr at the Vizier’s Court, 
to Almafs Ally Cawn, dated Mohurrun 23d, 1198 Hcjery.

Your letter, acquainting me that you had inflructed your Aumiis to make the arrangements 
of every village, and that you would prefent them to me yourfelfin the middle ofPhoos, and 
regarding your former punctuality, is received. There is no doubt of your former punctuality.
1 am happy that you are fo ailiduous in the bufinefs of the collections. I think the kroner you 
come with the accounts of the arrangements the better, for every thing will be properly fettled :

Vo-u. IV . O ’ i„
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v " '- '^ t l i e  mean time you will remit whatever money you can; if you can fend a large fum, it will 

be agreeable to the wilhes of your friend.

T R A N S L A T I O N  of a Letter from Hyder Beg Cawn to Mr. Briflow, Refident at the
Vizier’s Court.

Your letter is received. Whatever I related to you, I heard from others; they were <ot my 
own conclusions. I will be particular in relating to you every thing to-morrow, rel'pefting the 
letter to Almafs- Ally Khan ; if it meets with your approbation, y-ou will fend it; the Hate ot the 
matter will be known. Whenever and whatever you are pleafed to order me to, refpefting Al- 
nrafs Ally Cawn, I am ready to obey without excul'e.

T R A N S L A T I O N  of a Letter from Hyder Beg Cawn to Mr. Briftow, Reftdent at the
Vizier’s Court.

Your letter, dated Mohurrun, 22d, aft on idled me. By what reafon does my former letter 
appear to you merely nugatory ? Whatever I mentioned regarding the confinement of Khaja am 
ul Deen, and that people from far and near alarmed the Aumils, by caufing them to fuppofe that 
the fame fate would be theirs, is not a conclufion of mine; it is the report of thofe perfons you 
confide in, and who wilh to alarm the Aumils, that they may refign their office: This, to my 
underftanding, appeared improper, for which reafon I reprefent it to you; in return, you were 
pleafed to write that it was a conclufion of mine. I am the minifter; to aft lo, is not my bufi- 
nefs: I did not mean under this veil to recommend either Khaja ain ul Deen, nor Almafs Ally 
Khan; I only told you, clearly and plainly, what others faid, and what appeared to me impro­
per. *Had I known that it was your inclination that they fliould talk in this manner, I would not 
have reprefented it to you.

Why have you been pleafed to apply the word loyalty ? The Englifh gentlemen who were here 
formerly and all the world, know that for fix or feven years part t have afted for both govern­
ments which are in reality united, with zeal. Whenever you will pleafe to judge impartially, 
vou w'ill not trull thofe who are interefted : M y zealous conduft is eftabliihed, and will continue, 
j am ready with my life in the fervice. Lacks of rupees have been and will be loft, from the ad­
vice of the interefted; but thefe are to be imputed to me ; juftice is in the hands of fuperiors.
I fluill not give my opinion regarding Khaja ain ul Deen’s bufinefs : 1 hey who are interefted 
may advife whatever fuits them. Regarding the Jumma of Rohilcund laft year, fomebody has 
been miftaken in their reprefentation, by 15 lacks of rupees; the deficiency has either been oc- 
cafioned by the drought, or the mifmnnagement of fomebody. The country is hundreds ot 
miles wide, and contains lacks of inhabitants, that are afflifted with a calamity from heaven.
M  ihomed Cazim Cawn is a confidential perfon, and holds-fourteen lpehals in that country.
Enquire in juftice what is the reafon of the deficiency ?—You fay “  you are to comprehend 
« t]iat the punifhment of the guilty Ihould be remitted, for fear of alarming Other offenders,’’
T o  punilh all alike is proper ; you have punifhed one perfon for the fame offence that others are 

(i pnilty of. They who have pleaded the drought as an excufe, when it is not felt in their diilrifts— 
who have been indulged with diminutions, and have been credited for extraordinary charges—they 
are at their eafe employed in the colleftions, and hold others in ridicule. They have this year 
endeavoured to make the khreef harveft fall lliort : 1 have reprefented to you that they were not 
rieht for the deficiency is not fo much. The money is to be coilefted with pains. 1 re feted to 
you that Neger Ally Beg, the Aumilof Goonda, refufed to anlwer for more than two lacks ot 
rupees of the Tunkaws; he however gave a bond for three lacks of rupees: And in this manner 
the others would be made to give bonds. They who mifmanaged would not pay, nor will they 
at preient. Iam  fettling affairs; but you point out a different mode. Interefted people have 
not fo much zeal for the fervice as !  have : they extend their wilhes of a failure beyond their own 
diftrifts.

Regarding Almafs Ally Cawn, whatever you are pleafed to order, I /hall not hefitate to obey, 
it is imnoffible to difcjofe the intentions of any perfon’s heart: it he comes, it will remove all 
doubts. Thinking this a matter of importance, I have taken the liberty of offering fifty ienti- 
ments upon it, in hopes you will afford me your afliffance; that the bufinefs of both govern-

C l
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■ qtents, which are in reality united, he accomplished ; and I may he fate from the calumny 
intesefted, and perform my duty fatisfadorii y,

T R A N S L A T I O N  of a Letter from M i. John Briftow, <kc, to Hyder Beg Cawn ;
dated Mohurrem 26th, 1198 Hejery.

Your letter of the 24th, in reply to mine of the cad in ft ant, I have received, I am funmifed 
at underftanding its contents, which are a contradiction to notorious facts : On this licco&nf I 
deem it right to anfwer you in the molt cone tie terms, and a few words will fuffice. Mote than 
three months have elnpfed fince I have repeatedly addrefled you, both verbally and by letter, to * 
realize the kills, fettle thediftridts and affaire dependant on M ina  Gaflim, Mirza Mahommed 
Haffxm Cawn, See. You now hold a language indirect oppofition to my conduct; that “  thde 
“  Aumils are worthy of confidence; that they are confirmed in their offices, anti look at others 
t( with ridicule.” I confider a reply to l'uch obfervations as totally ufelefs.

T R A N  S L  A T  I O N  of a Letter from Hyder Beg CaWn, in Reply to Mr. Briilow’a
dated 26th Mohurrem 1 198.

I have received your letter. I reprefented to you the fituation of thofe perfons who occafioned 
Ioffes to government, are continued in office, confided in, and ridicule others. You are pleafed 
to fay, “  this is an entire contradiction of notorious fadts, and aftonilhing to you. I have re- 
“  peatedly direified you to attend to the realization of the revenue, and fettlement of the affairs 
i( of Mahomed Caffim, Mahomed Haffim CaWn, See. The replying to fuch aflertions is totally 
“  uielefs.”  My bountiful fir, many juft affairs, which are clearly a lofs to government, I do not 
reprefent to you; from this apprehearfion, that my reprefentations do not meet with your appro­
bation. You are pleafed to tell me, that “  a reply to thefe i,s totally ufeMs; but in every affair 
which I have ftated to you, whenever you will <Jio foe the favour to afcertain my jrfeprefentattdfo 
in an equitable way, there will appear no deviation. That perfon who is the incendiary, and 
interrupter of the affairs of government, caufes lacks of rupees lofs in the Junrma, and in the ex­
travagant charges: He affords protection toother Aurnife, and is in your confidence *. The Au- 
tnils you have fpecjfied by name, and ionic other perfons, are all under his influence: The Autnils 
who are his dependants, and by whofe hands whatever lofs has accrued or does accrue to go vern­
ment, are gratified thereby in their dependance on him; and they fpeak their fentiments of their 
hearts regarding other Aurnils, and even regarding the Vizier hinifelf. I have not fettled the 
diftridts under their charge, as you have directed me, for fome days pall, from the following ap~ 
prehenfion: That, in conjunction with that perfon* every one is intoxicated with fabricating 
aerial tales and flander; and no perfon con fonts to take tnofe diftri&s, “  left, from verbal and 
u written calumny, clifgrace ftxould ultimately foil upon us;”  and lalfp am apprebeufiye. You 
are the magiftrateand the mafter; I am the official agent. Being helplefs I have, reprefented thys 
much of thefe matters to you.

T R A N S L A T I O N  -of a Letter from Mr. Briftow to Hyder Beg Cawn; dated syjjh
Mohurnm 1198.

This day we copfulted concerning Almafs Ally Cawn ; and, to prevent mi Hakes, I  conwnh-to 
writing what palled. The particulars are as follows: That we agreed, until an anfwer was re­
ceived from the letters addrefled to Almafs Ally Cawn and Tahoor Dofs, on Whom you depended,' 
any further mealures-regarding the faid Cawn flvould be delayed; and, provided he did trot return 
a fetisfa&ory anfwer with refpetft to the-payment of his kills, -that his going away was preferable 
to his remaining on the prefent footing ; in which cafe, performing the duties ofdoyalty,- irome- 
diate meafares fhouid be followed tofecure therevenue, and the peace and lafety of the capntqy.
Be pleafed to favour me with an anfwer. -

T R A N S L A T I O N  of Hyder Beg Cawn’s Reply to the former.

I am favoured with your letter. Before this I reprefented to you, and J  flo ifo,now,: that f  will 
perform whatever orders you may te pleafed to give me. On my part there is noexcufe againfl

my
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v 'Tfffobedience to your orders; you are the matter and the magiftrate; if it is your pleafure, ap­

prize his Highnefs; if not, it is well. Whatever may be your orders, I will obey. In two o 
Your letters, the word loyalty is introduced to perfons who fail in the duties of loyalty ; this Hill 
is applicable: interefted people before now have likewife traduced me with various and various 
calumnies, not a tittle of which have been proved; now doubts of my loyalty are entertained.
I hope you will plainly fpecify the ads in which I have failed in my loyalty ; that, being in­
formed, I may reply thereto. Among us poor men of Hindoftan, this word is very bad, that 
Chiefs and Princes fhould ufe it to the obedlent, and fervants, without the proof of any crime.
Out of your favour be pleafed to inform me, in plain terms, why you have applied it to me. 1 
will ftate other affairs, on paying my refpeds to you. In approving or not approving, you are 
the matter.

T  R  A N*S L  A T  I O N  of a Letter from Mr. Briftow to Hyder Beg Cawn, 30th Mo-
hurrum 1198.

I  am favoured with your letter in anfwer to mine: Be pleafed to fpecify the perfons and place 
which are in the ftate you defcribe. I hope you will favour me with the particulars of every 
Aumilj together with the fettlement of the a£fua! receipts and expenses, foi my in ormatiom 
am always ready to afford you my affiftance and fupport.

T R . A N S L  A T I O N  of Hyder Beg Cawn’s Reply.

1 am favoured with your letter. You order me to give you the names of places and perfons.
Before this I ftated the circumftances to you, and furmflied you with the accounts. Ag. 
agreeable to your orders, they fhall be prefented to you.

A  true tranflation.

(Signed) R  O B T G R E G O R Y ,
Affis1 to the Res'at the Vizier's Court.

E X T R A C T  of Bengal Secret Coufultations, 3 d February 17 84.

The following letters having been received from Mr. Briftow on the 21ft ultimo, they were 
circulated for the perufal of the members of the Board.

Gentlemen, . -
Inclofed I have the honour to tranfmit you a copy of a letter I have received from Mi,

T imes Anderfon ; and, as I conceived the fubjed to be a matter of importance, I informed him 
of my intentions to make a reference to your Honourable Board : At the fame time I called 
unon the adimr minitter, Hyder Beg Cawn, to point out the moft eligible means of preventing 
undue exadions, and a!fo obviate commotions natural on the attembly of lo numerous a body of 
pilgrim's.

Mr. Anderfon having mentioned the exadions made by the Subah of Allahabad, I requefted 
him to afcertain under what pretences, and through whom, they were colleded. 1 he V izier has 
reneatedlv ilTued his commands, forbidding any more being required than the authorized duties;
-md I have (poke myfelf to the Subah on the fubjed. He excules his own conduct; and informs 
me there are, befides himfelf, many other perfons (particularly the Kdledar) in authority at Alla­
habad, independent of him; that he has enjoined his own people to avoid making luch exactions, 
and precluded every complaint as far as lies in his power.

I am, &c.
Lucknow, (Signed) J O H N  B R I S T O W ,

, 0th January ij S+. Ref.de,« ut the Vizier’s Court.
C O P Y
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C O P Y  of a letter from Mr. James Anderfon to Mr. John Briltow, (Refident at the Court of 
the Vizier, dated Sdndia’s Camp, 3d January, 1,784.

Bow Btrckfey yefierday informed me, that 'Scindia had. received intelligence of a very largo 
party of pilgrims, amounting to ro or 12,000, having reached Saghur, in their way to the De- 
can. He obferved, that, having already made fo many applications for exemptions of dutie--, M 
could not think o f making more, efpecially in the preient inftance, where the amount Was inch 
as to render it an object of confideration to his Excellency: hut he hoped that on this occafion 
dome fixed and certain regulations might be laid down, fo that the pilgrims may be exempted 
from the arbitrary exactions of the Aumil of Allahabad. He laid, that although the oppreflions 
■ exercifed over the pilgrims there were fuch as bail occasioned great complaints, yet he had seafoit 
to believe that they Were unknown to his Excellency; who, he underfteod, derived.,but little 
benefit from this branch of his revenue, in .comparifon of what it was capable of yielding him; 
Without any burthen to the pilgrims, if properly regulated. And he was the more earned oA 
this point, becaulbthe fame of the attention fhewn lail year to Sevajee Eetul, had induced many 
Mahrattas of high rank either to proceed thenjfelves, or fend their families, to make the pilgri- 
mage this year. From the intelligence lie had received from Poonnh, of other parties, hefides 
the prefent, which were to fet out ori this account from thence in the courf'e of this feafon, he 
fuppofed that, including fuch as had accompanied Moodajee’s daughter from Nsgpore, tfie Win 
of the whole pilgrims this year from the Deckan would be little lefs than 50,000.

1 informed Bow Buckfey, in reply, that f would not fail to communicate this matter to you ; 
hut that, as your own judgment, founded on your luperior information of the fubjc&, would fug* 
gelt to you how far it was proper to make any application to his Excellency with regard to the 
efhablifhment of new regulations, that is (as he afterwards explained himfelr) the fixing a parti* 
cular afieffinent on each horfeman, footman, palankeen, &c. I could not, therefore, give him 
any aflurances on this head. In the meantime, as the requeft of Scindia, in the limited view 
in which I am capable of ednfidering it, appears not unreafonable; and as I am certain, from the 
iiitereli he takes in the concerns of the pilgrims, that a compliance with it would gratify him ex­
tremely; I beg leave to recommend it to your confideration. It is not, I  underfhnd, his wifh, 
that his Excellency lhould fuffer any detriment; but only, in fixing the particular rates hunlelfi. 
it may not be in the power of the Aumils to exa& beyond them.

A  true copy.

(Signed) J. N  E  A V  E,
Afliflant to the Refident at the Vizier’s Court,

Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen,
In my letters of the 13th and 20th ultimo, I had the honour to acquaint you with the reafons 

that induced me to reinforce the troops left for the defence of Cawnpore; fince then, Colonel 
Morgan having deemed two regiments and a battalion of fepoys a fufficient force for the protec­
tion of the magazine, &c. at that place, Major Maclaryhas, at my requifition, ordered the two 
companies of the third regiment, and the Refident’s guard, to return to their refpective na­
tions.

Subfequent to my letter of the 6th inftant, I have received further accounts from Almafs 
Ally Cawn’s camp, of his having fecured a retreat for himfelf and his dependants in Mahajy 
Scindia’s dominions, and alfo of hisclofe connexion with that chief. Three days ago his Vac- 
keel again left Lucknow, with a letter from me, explaining in general terms my fentiments of his 
conduil, and requiring a final fettlement of the revenue he propofed paying.

I have reprefented to you, in my addrefs of 22d ultimo, the diftrefs of the troops at Futty 
Ghur I now have the honour to enclofe extrails of two other letters on the fame fubjedf, which 
I have fince received from Colonel Sir John Cumming. I have the pleaftfre to inform you, that 
1  have fumifhed his detachment with above a lack and a half of rupees, and lhall Ihortly fend a 
further fiupply.

I have the honour, &c.
Lucknow, (Signed) J O H N  B R I S T O W ,

>jth January, 1784. Refident at the Vizier’s Court.

V ol. IV . P E X T R A C T
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E X T R A C T  of a letter from Colonel Sir Jolin Gumming to Mr. Briftow, Refident at the Vizier’ s 

Court, dated FuttyGhur, 22d December, 1783.

We have not a day’ s provifion beforehand, nor fcarcely know whence to procure any fubfilb* 
once; bg(t what heightens our diftrefs, is the total want of money, without which I do not think 
wq could march, however urgent the occafion might be,

E X T R A C T  of a letter from ditto, of the fame date.

Our <3 i ft refs for money and grain is fuch, that never any troops in this fervice before experi­
enced. With refpedl to grain, I know it is not in your power to give us affiftance, as the officer? 
o f the Vizier’s government pay no attention to any letters from him or you, and have never fur- 
niflied one feer.

I have to beg of you to difpatch Lieutenant Browne with whatever money you can furnifh, 
however fmall the fum; and 1 have ordered Lieutenant Pechd, who was gone to Cawnpore with 
a detachment of artillery, to proceed from thence to Lucknow, and he will efcort any money 
that may be ready there for this flation.

True extra&s.

(Signed) J .  N  E A V  E,
Affiilant to the Refulent

at the Vizjer’s Court.

The following letter, and its inclofures, received from Mr. Briftow on the 38th ultimo, aqd im­
mediately circulated to the members of the Board.

Gentlemen,
Enclofed I have the honour to tranimit you a copy of a letter I have received from Lieutenant 

Colonel Knudfon,
I  am, See.

Lucknow, (Signed) J O H N  B R I S T O W ,
j8th January, 1784. Rqftdent at the Vizier’s Court.

C O P Y  of a letter from Lieutenant Colonel Knudfon to Mr. John briftow, Reft dent at the 
Vizier’s Court, dated Camp near Barelli, 8th January, 1784.

I have to inform you, that I have received advice of a large body of Seiks, faid to amount to 
20,000 cavalry, being arrived at Burrin, a place on the banks of the Jumna. The near vicinity 
o f fo formidable a body of thefe freebooters, with the rumour which preyails of their defigning 
to attempt an entrance in this province by the Ghaut, between Durana Ghur and the Harda- 
war, has greatly alarmed the inhabitants of the diflridls in that neighbourhood; and as Rajah 
Soocut Sing, the Aumil of this country, has in confequence applied to me to take meafures for 
preferving the tranquillity of thole parts, I have addrefled Colonel Sir John Cumming for his 
inllrudlions regarding the advancing of my detachment; in the meanwhile I have fent orders 
to the officer commanding the Vizier’s forces to keep a vigilant guard over the Ghauts.

His Highnefs the Vizier, I hear, will not be at this place before the middle of this month.-—
When he arrives, I jfhall wait on his Highnels, agreeable to his defire, and inform him of every 
ctrcumftance which may have come to my knowledge concerning the Seiks and the other powers 
on thefe frontiers.

It is with pleafure I here inform you, that the long-wifhed for rain, which we have lately had 
in great abundance in thefe parts, has happily relieved the inhabitants from the fear they were

under
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under of a famine, owing to the long drought, and given a new and happy turn to the face off 
this country.. The price of grain in ccufequence thereof is exceedingly fallen.

A  true Copy.
(Signed) J .  N E A Y E ,

Affiffant to the Refident 
at tire Vizier’s Court,

The Aceomptant General not having been yet informed of the withdrawing of the Refidency \ 
from Lucknow, or the refolution taken to accept the fecurity of bankers of known credit and re- 
fponfibility for the payment of the balance due from the Vizier to the Company, and of the cur­
rent kills, and of the directions given to Mr. Wombwell;

Ordered, That the Secretary do make him acquainted therewith,

" ’ i .." *w— m — —

E X T R A C T  of Bengal Secret Confutations-, V]tb February, 1784.

T h E following letter, and its enclofure, having been received from Mr.Brillow, on the 6th 
anftant, were circulated to the members of the Board for their jperufal.

Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen,
Immediately on the receipt of your commands of the 31ft ultimo, I  addreffed his Highnefs,

"who was abtent in Rohilcund upon a hunting party, and tranfmitted a copy of my addrefs to his 
minifter, Hyder Beg Cawn; copies of thefe, and the anfwers I received, I take the liberty to 
tranfmtt you in the accompanying paper.—1  lie Vizier reached me only this day.

M y continuance at this court now depends upon the Vizier; I Avail leave Lucknow whenever 
his Highnefs performs his part of the engagement, and gives me my leave of departure. In order 
to prevent any uuneceH'ary delay or counteraction of the plan you have thought proper to adopt,
I have foleiy employed my time, fince the receipt of your orders of recall, in adjulting the affairs 
of my Refidency, which unavoidably precluded me from a poffibility of completing my obferva- 
tions on Lieutenant Colonel Martin’s anfwers to the interrogatories, and will, 1 hope, be deemed 
a fufficient excufe for my pollponing them, or any final explanation on the ftate of your affairs 
in thefe provinces, until I proceed upon my journey to the Prefidency.

I have the honour, &c.
Lucknow, (Signed) J O H N  B R I S T O W ,

a8di Jan. 1784. Refident at the Vizier’s Court.

T R A N S L A T IO N  oif a Letter from Mr. Briflow to his Highnefs the Vizier, dated 20th
January 1784, or 26th Suffer 1198.

The Honourable Governor General and Council having agreed to your Bighnefs’s offer, of 
paying the debt to the Company, and the current kills, they have in conformity thereto com­
municated their commands to me, and directed that whenever Mr. Wombwell fhould receive from 
your Highnefs the ilipulated fecurity, to inform me of it, and I, and the gentlemen connected 
with my office, fhould leave Lucknow. I have therefore the honour to reprefent to your High­
nefs, that lam  ready to obey the pnlers of the Honourable the Governor General and Council; 
and in the execution of them, agreeable to their commands, and from the long attachment which 
is imprcfled upon my heart towards your Highnefs, I Avail conform to your directions in the mode 
of rt linquiAring my office, fo as to prevent as much as poflible any interruption in the affairs of 
your government..

• (lf  ^ From
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From Mr-. Briftow to HyderBegCawn, 2 iff January 1784, or 27th Suffer 1198.

A  ropy of the letter which I had yefterday the honour to addrefs to his Highnefs, I enclofe for 
year Information.

.. Hyder.Beg. in Reply.

1 have received ydtir letter; the contents of the addrefs you difpatched to hi  ̂Highnefs, and of 
"Inch you favoured me with a copy, are made known to me.—It is probable his Highnefs will 

fpeedily arrive. , .

From the Vizier to Mr. Briilow: Received the 27th January, 1784.

I have received your letter, and underhand the contents. I (hall fhortly arrive at Lucknow, 
twkm at our meeting all atflirs will be concluded. I (hall arrive quickly.

A  true TrunCation,
J O H N  B R I S T O W ,

Refident at the Vizier’s Court.

'Hie following Letter, and its enclofares, were received from Mr. Wombwell, Accountant at 
Lucknow, on the 7th inftant, and circulated to the members of the Board; and in conlequence 
tT their dire&tons, a copy of the fecurity engagement of Lallah Buelefanje and laqueer Chund, 
was fent a number in the packet per Blip Lord Macartney.

Honourable Sir, and Sirs,
I have the honour to tranfmit to youths copy of a letter I have received from the Vizier, and 

a tranflation of the fecurity (the original being with me) offered by the Vizier for the diicharge 
of the balance due from his Excellency to the Company, and for the growing payments or the 
fubfidy, and other current expences. '

J lam , &c.
Lucknow, (Signed) J .  W O M B W E L L ,

27th Jan. 1784* Accountant.

From the Vizier to Mr. Wombwell: Received 7th February 1784.

A  letter from the Governor General to me is arrived, in which, after exprefling his own regard, 
and that m the gentlemen of ?he Council', to my fituatidn, he defires I will procure teeps from 
the banks for the turns due to the Company., and deliver them to you. 1 he teeps are accord­
ingly fent to you, and you will therefore a& agreeable to the orders of the Governor General and 
gentlemen of the Council.

T  R. A N S.L  A T T O N  of the Engagement from Lala Butchrauje and Faquir Chund to become
fecurity for the balance due to the Company from the Vizier;* and for the current demands
upon him. ■

The fum of one core and three lacks and eighty-four thonfand four hundred and twenty ru­
pees hicca Lucknow, due to the Englifh Company from the Nabob Vizier on the balance o. the 
year eleven hundred and ninety Fuffully, and for the fubfidy of their troops and other demands,

I ; ■ 4%
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for the preferrt year eleven hundred and ninety-one Fuffully, according to the ftatement adjuftei 
by Mr. Briftow—The I'aid fum we have made Ourfelves anfwerable tor, deducting iuch fums as 
may have been collected on account, by Mr. Briftow : and whatever fliall appear to be due, after 
deducting .fuch collections as may have been already made, we engage to pay in fucli man­
ner as fhali be fettled by Major Palmer for the prefent year, to commence from the firft of Rub- 
foe ul Owel, and end at Bhuudoon ; and the remainder in the courle of the fuffullee year eleven 
hundred and ninety-two*

A true Copv of the Tranflation.
£ . H A Y ,

Secretary.

The Governor General lays before the Board copies of a correfpondence which palled betyfeen 
Mr. Wombwell and Mr. Briftow, received from the former; by which it appears that Mr. 
Briftow had hefitatedto obey the orders which directed his return to the Presidency, grounded on 
feme doubts which the Governor General is not fure that he fufficiently comprehends, but which 
are exprefled to be primarily founded on the terms of the-orders which he has received, and which 
he exprefles to be “  looie and indefinite.” The Governor General, to prevent further delays, or 
elufion of the Board’s orders, moves, That Mr. Briftow be peremptorily commanded to leave 
Lucknow, and repair to the Prefidency on the immediate receipt of thefe commands; direfling, 
in likemanner,, the affiilants of his office to leave Lucknow, and to repair to Calcutta imme­
diately; and that, in conformity with his former orders, he do deliver over all the papers, ac­
counts, and cafli of his office; to Mr. Wombwell.

Agreed# (Signed) E D W A R D  W H E E L E R .

To John Wombwell, Efquire, &c.
Sir,

I have been honoured by the receipt of your letter of yefterday’s date, informing me, “  that 
“  you had received from the Vizier the fecurity offered by his Excellency for the difeharge of 
“  the balance due from him to the Company, and for procuring payments of the fubfidy and 
«  other current expences.”  The orders of the Honourable the Governor General and Council, 
as they have been tranfinitted to me on this fubjeft, through their fecretary, direfl, that 1 fhali 
leave Lucknow, upon the receipt of a notification from you, that his Highnefs has put Into your 
hands, for the purpoles hereinabove mentioned, T h e fe c u r ity  o f  bankers o f  know n cred it a n d  refpon- 
Milky', and in a letter, addreffed by the Honourable the Governor General to the Vizier, the 
neceffity of taking the moft lpeedy means to obtain and deliver fu c h  fecurity is pointed out to his 
Highnefs, and he is requefted then, a n d  not t i l l  then, to give me leave in form to withdraw. I 
enclofe you copies of the papers here alluded to, that the poffibility of any error or delay, arifing 
from a mifconftrudtion of our refpeflive orders, may he avoided ; and as the one I have received 
is fo loofe and indefinite in the terms of it, I am to requeft that you will either favour me with a 
notification in fuch fpecific language as will alone juftify me in accepting it for any notification 
at all, and confequently as any authority to withdraw from Lucknow, or that you will inform 
me decidedly that I am not to expedl it from you. Arguing as well from the nature of any fuch 
agreement, as from the terms of that which lias on this occafion taken place between the Vizier 
and the Honourable the Governor General and Council, it would be ablurd to fuppofe an inten­
tion in the latter to accept, without previous inquiry into its fufficiency, ot any fecurity his Ex­
cellency may be pleafed to offer them for the performance of his part of the compadt. As tire 
Honourable Board have given me no inftrudtions on this head, I conclude they have thought 
proper to ronftitute you the judge of, and accountable to them -for the validity of the fecurity 
now to be given by the Nabob. 1 am therefore further to requeft you will inform me whether 
this latter conjedture is warranted, and whether you confider yourlelf as fo relponfible to them; 
and if not, that you will furnilh me with attefted copies of the engagements entered into by the 
refpedtive bankers.

The conjedture being of the laft importance to the interefts of the Honourable Company, en­
gages me to he thus particular. I am perluaded that you will think of it as 1 do, and will, as 1 
have done, wave alliorms, and give me every poflible explanation in your power.

Luc know, I have the honour, &c.
Jan. a8th, 1784. (Signed) J O H N  B R I S T O W .

’ V ol.I V .  Q_ C O P Y
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C O P Y  of a Letter from the Secretary of the Honourable the Governor General and Council 
to Mr, John Briftow, Refident at the Vizier’ s Court, dated 31ft December 1783.

I  tranfmit to you encloied, for your information, by order of tlie Honourable the Governor 
General and Council, a tranflatioh arid copy of letters written by the Governor General to his 
Excellency the Vizier. You and your affiftant s will withdraw from Lucknow, when Mr.
Wombweli informs you that he has obtained the fecurities Ipecified in the former.

T R A N S  L  A T I  O N  of a letter from the Honourable the Governor General to the
Nabob Vizier.

After > very full and mature confutation of the hate ofyourhighnefs’s country and govern­
ment, it fias been refolved by m.yfelf, and the gentlemen of the coy noil, to accept of the offer 
feme time force made by your highuefs, of the fecurity of bankers of known credit and refponiV* 
biiity for the difcharge of the balance due from you to the company, on the condition of die 
recall of fdelfrs. Briftow andCowper, and withdrawing the Company's refident from your court.
You will of courie fee the neceffity of taking the molt fpeedy means to obtain fuch fecurity, and 
to deliver the fame to Mr. Wqmbweli, who has orders to receive charge of all the papers in 
M r. Briftow* s office, and to remain for the purpofe of keeping the accounts of payments made 
from your Circar to the Company; and it is my requeft that your highuefs will then, and not 
till then, give to Mr. Briftow leave in form to withdraw. He will accordingly depart, and 
return to Calcutta, and Signify your order to Mr. Covvper, and the other affift.ints of his office, 
to the fame effedt, that they may alfo return to Calcutta.

A  true Copy.
(Signed) E. H A  Y ,  Secretary.

A  true Copy.
. - (Signed) j .  Hill,

Affis* to the Reftdent.

To John Briftow, Efquire, &c.

Sir,
T have the honour of your letter of the 28th January, and a copy of a letter from the 

Secretary to you.

I have tranfmitted to the honourable the Governor General and council a copy of the 
Security offered by the Vizier for the difeharge of the balance due from his excellency to the 
Com pany, and for the growing payments of the fubfidy, and other current demands. They 
are the proper judges. J  do not in any man,nqr. confi.der niyfelf refpqpfrble.

J. have the hope nr, &c.
(Signed) j  O H N W  O M B W E L  h.

M r. Stables.—Provided that the. Governor General is Satisfied that the fecurity given by the 
Nabob Vizier is fufficient, 1 aflent to Mr. Briftow’s immediate recall from Lucknow, asexpreffed 
in the Governor General’s minute 7th February.

Governor General.—I am fatisfied with the fecurity.
(Signed) W. H.

The
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The following Letter, and its Enclofures, were received from Mr. Brlftow on the ytfj. 

Inftant, and circulated for the perufal of the members of the Board.

Gentlemen,
Sufficient rain has fallen in thefe provinces, as I have every reafon to hope will obviate in a, 

great meafure the alarming confequences of a famine; yet precautions again ft any diftreis 
your troops may fufter is neceflary; and I have the honour to enclofe for your information an 
extract o f a letter from Colonel Ironfide to me on this fubjedd.

I f  it is your pleafure that any ftock of grain be laid in, the near approach of the rubb y 
harveft will render the pretent period the moft convenient, when it may be furniihed with the 
dealt expence and difficulty.

I have the honour, &c.
Lucknow. (Signed) J O H N  B R I S T O W ,

aSth Janry 1784. Refident at the Vizier’s court.

*

E X T R A C T  of a Letter from Colonel Gilbert Ironfide to Mr. John Briftow, Refident at
the Vizier’s Court: dated 24th Jan. 1784.

So unpromifing is the afpedd of the Country in point of fertility, that I rnuft beg leave to 
oiler to your immediate confideratiou the moft effedtual means for (he eftablilhinent of a 
magazine of grain, fufficient for the consumption of the troops at that ftation for the period of 
the dry feafon. The prefence of fo large a body of Marattas as you acquaint me may be 
expected, will undoubtedly enchahce the prefent fcarcity, if means be not employed to guard 
againft it; and I regard the eftablilhing a magazine, as was done in the time of the famine in 
Bengal, to be indifpenfable. The grain is to he lerved out at ftxed rates to each officer and man, 
for themfelves and neceflary fervants, left, if Almas really harbour any ill intentions, he fliould, 
by monopolizing the grain in the Douab, render the continuance of the brigade at Cawnpore 
utterly impradticable.

A true Extradd.
J .  N  E A V  E,

Afst to the Res .

Tlie following Letter, and its Enclofures, were received from Mr. Briftow on the 8th Inftant, 
and circulated.

Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen,
The frequent robberies and murders perpetrated in his excellency the Vizier’s dominions 

have too often been the fubjedd of my representations to your honourable Board. From the 
total want of polite, hardly a day eiapfes hut I ant informed of fome tragical event, whereof 
the bare recital is Shocking to humanity. About two months fince an attempt was made to 
affaflinate Raja Ticket Roy, the adding minifter’s confidential agent, but he happily efcaped un­
hurt : Nabob Bahaftre, his highnefs’s brother, has not been fo fortunate, as will appear from 
tranflaficras of two of his letters to me, N° 1, which l have the honour to enclofe for your 
information. Although my feelings are fenfibly hurt, and my compaffion ftrongly excited, by 
the drfgtaeeful and miferable ftate of poverty to which his excellency’s brothers are reduced; 
yet, fituated as I am, it is not in my power to interfere with effedf. My efforts on a former 
ioccalion failed of fuccefs, and my interpofition now would only excite the refentment of the 
minifter towards the unhappy fufferers, in confequence of their application to me; from whom 
alone, however, they hope for relief from their prefent diftrefs, which, their near connedtton 
with the Vizier conlidered, is both fhameful and unprecedented.

That no regularcourts of juftice have been eftablifhed in this country, is particularly pointed 
-at in my inftrudfions, as “  the moft difreputable defedd in his highnefs’s government;” yet the 
minifter deems determined on abolifhing even the fliadow of fo neceflary an inftitution. The

office . /
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cfEce of Sadder ul Hack, .as.held by Molovy Moubine, was.eyer nugatory, but now it is funk 
•in the lowed: contempt. The original efhbli.ftmrjrtt, inadequate as it was, i s . mouldering 
away, and the officers now attached to it aye literally ilarving, as no part of their allowances 
has been paid for above fix months pail: lie himfelf has pmpofed to "relign his appointment, 
being every, way precluded from a polTibiiity of exercifing the duties of it.

I have the honour.to- forward, for your further information, the enchdure, N® 3.—It contains 
a relation of the hardfhips.endured by the ladies of the late Vizier’s zenana.

1 have the honour, &c.
Lucknow, (Signed) J O i l  N  P> R I S T O  W,

23th Jamy 1784. ReJ&dent at the Vizierls court.

T R A N SLA T IO N  of a letter from Nabob B’ehadre, bis highnefs the Vizier’s brother, to
Mr. Uriilow; dated 28th December.1783.

Your own fervant carried you the account of what he himfelf was an eye witnefs to a fter the 
. affairs of lait night. Theft are the particulars-About midniglit my aunt received twelve 
iiabs from a man, of which fhe died: I alio received fix iucceihve tabs, which alarmed the 
people of the houfc, who fet up a fhouting, whereupon the afladin fan of. BefkLs being 
without food, or the means of providing any, this misfortune has befallen me, 3 am deilrous 
o f  lending the coffin, to your door. It is your duty, both for the sake of God and of Christ, 
to execute j is ft ice, arid to enquire, what harm I have done to the murderer, fufficient to deferve 
aflafiiuation, or even injury.—You now Hand in the place of his excellency the Vizier; I.re 
quell you will do me juftice, "What can 1 fay more?

P. S. I am alio deilrous. to fhew you my wounds.

i . ; - —  ---------<----------- — —

From the fame.
ytb January 1784.

Y  on have been duly informed of all the cit cum fiances relative both to die murder of the in­
nocent, and my being wounded, as well by my former letter, as by the meftenger whom you 

•dent to enquire into the ftate ofm y health; and 1 have every reafon to hope, from your 
known kindnefs, that you will not be deficient in leekiug out the affaffin. I am. at this‘moment 
overwhelmed in misfortune; whilit the blood is flowing from my wounds, neither I, nor 

-my children, nor my fervant s, have wherewithal to procure fuftenance, nor have I it in my 
power either.to purebaferemedy, or to reward the phyfician j his for the lake of God alone thru 
he attends me. Thus loaded with calamity upon calamity, lam  unable to fupport life; for 
I find no. relief from my affliction, either day or night. Do you (now handing in the place of 

-my father):grant me firefh life, byfipeedy adds of benevolence.

For thefe two laft years his excellency eftafolifhed a penfion for me of twenty thoufand 
rupees, but ! -never received the full amount of it, either laft year or the year before; fhould 
it however be paid me, though inadequate to my deft res. 1 Jhall itill be enabled to fupport 

j myfelf. From the beginning of this year to the prefent time I have not.received a farthing, 
not do I expert any; though, if you afford protection.to the opprefied, all my wifhes will be 
accompllined. 1 was deilrous of waiting on you with my family, that you might be an eye 
witnefs to their condition; but I was adviled not to ftir out, on account of my wounds.
W hat more can I lay ?

A  true trpnilatioh.
(Signed) R  O B T H O L  T ,

Affiftt to the Refident.

T R A N S- '■
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T  R  A  N  S L  A T  I O N  of a Letter from the Nabob Vizier’s Brothers, Myrza Hyder Ally,

Myrza Imayut Ally, and Myrza Syfe Ally, to Mr. Briftow, Refident at the Vizier’s Court;
Received 9th March 1783.

The'manly and generous conduct o f the Engli'fii gentlemen towards all nations is as clear as 
the Sun at noon day.; fo well known is the favour Ihewn by the Company, the Governor, and 
you, to our late father, and our whole houfe, that it is unneceffiiry to Write the particulars.—
We before this communicated to you, through Myrza Ifhmael Beg, forne general circum fiances 
•concerning ourdiftrefs, to which you returned for anfwer, that you would cau'fe 2,060 rupees a 
month to be paid to each efus, and afk us to v i fit you. It is fomc time fince we received this 
meflage, and we go on without any means of fubfiilence, and in the utmoil mifery, entirely 
relying upon the hopes of your friendfhip. Apparently, from the multiplicity of bulinefs on 
your hands, you have forgot your promife. Our fituation is not £t to be reprCfented; for two 
years we have not received a liobba on account of our tuncaw, though the niittiftets have annu­
ally charged a lack of rupees, and never paid ns any thing.—After all, we are the Tons of Sujah 
ul Tow la.—It is furprifing, having fuch a friend as you, our fituation is arrived at that pnfs, 
thntwefhould be indifirels for dry bread and cloaths. Whereas, as you have done many generous 
■ aefs, be pleafed fo to Ihew us your favour, that by fome means we may receive our allowances 
from the Company’s treafurv, and not be obliged to depend upon and lollcit others for it. We 

■ hope you will grant us a favourable anftver through Mr. Covvper.

From Myrza Hyder Ally, Myrza Emayut Ally, and Myrza Syfe Ally, to Mr. Cowper:

Received 10th March, 1783.

We have, through your favour, received Mr. Briltow’s anfwer; it has been thoufonds of a 
thoufand caufes of iatisladlion to us.—May the everlafting God, in the purity of his glory, 

.preferve health to you, who have fliewn us all this favour.—Our pens fail in expfefling our 
gratitude.—We are now perfectly fatisfied that from your favour we fhall receive our ijllow- 
ances, month by month : for inllance, the Gomoitah of Rajah Ticket Roy fent lus an order on 
the houle of Lalla Buchagie for the lums of 2,000 rupees each.—We hope you w il apply in 
our names to the Refident, that our penfions may be granted us from the Company’s treafury, 
m the fame manner as that of our brother Sandut A lly; we alfo reprefeuttsd this matter to the 
Refident.—Whereas the perfori who brought your letter to us was a Burgally, and Hircarras 
from the prefence watch us ; likewife we are under great fear from the Nabob Vizier, and the 
people in his court, left they fhould be informed of our having any dependance on the Englilh 
gentlemen, whereby an injury might be done us : we therefore requeft, that if you have an Ln- 
doflan Moonflvy, as undoubtedly will he the cafe, he may be employed in our negoci.ations. 
Hindofiannies palling will not be regarded, and nobody will’he informed thereby.-—As you have 
favoured us with your friendfhip, you will fhew it by not difclofing. our fecret, until we Have 
an interview with the Refident, and oblige us by delivering the encloled letter to him.

True Copies.

(Signed) J. N  E A  V  E,
Affiftt to the Refident.

T R A N S L A T I O N  of a Paper of Intelligence from Fyzabad.

The ladies, their attendants, and fervnnts were ffill as clamorous as Jaft night. Latafut the . 
Droga went to them, and remonllrated with them on the impropriety of their conduct, at the 
fame time alluring them, that in a few days all their allowances would he paid; and fhould 
that not be the cafe, he would advance them ten days fubfiilence, upon condition that they re­
turned to their habitations: none of them however confented to his propofals, but were Hill 
intent upon making their efcape through the Bazar; and in confequence formed themfelves in

V ol. IV . R  the
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' the following order:—The children hi the front, behind them the ladies of the feraglio, and’ be­
hind them again their attendants; but their intentions were fruftrated by the oppofition which 
they met with from Latafut’s lejioys.

The next day Latafut went twice to the women, and ufed his endeavours to make them re­
turn into the Zanana, prornifing to advance them 10,060 rupees, which, upon the money being 
paid down, they agreed to comply with; but night coming on, nothing tranfpirol.

On the day following their clamours were more violent than ufual.—Latafut went to confer 
with them on tlie bulinefs of yelierday, offering the lame terms; depending on the fidelity of 
his promises, they con fen ted to return to their apartments, which they accordingly did, except 
two or three of the ladies, and moft of their attendants.—Latafut then went to Hofihmuiid 
Ally Cuwn to conlult with him about what means they ihould take; they came to a reioiution 
o f driving them in by force, and gave orders to their fepoys to beat any one of the women who 
ihould attempt to move forward.—The fepoys accordingly aflcmbled, and eacli one being pro­
vided with a bludgeon, they drove them by dint of beating into the Zennana. The women feeing 
the trea(urer of Latafut, proceeded to throw ftoncs and bricks at the fepoys, and again attempted 
to get out; but finding that impoffible from the gates being (But, they kept a continual t!;f- 
< barge till about 12 o’clock, when, finding their fituation deiperate, they retired into the Rung 
Mahal, and forced their way from thence into the palace, and difperled themfelv.es about the 
h.ouie and gardens: after this they were defirous of getting into the Begum’s apartments, but 
lhc being apprized of their intentions, ordered the doors to be (hut. In the mean time Latafut 
and Cofhmund Ally Khan polled Gentries to fecure the gates of the Leffer Mahal. During the 
whole of this conflict, the ladies and women remained expofed to the view of the fepoys. I  he 
.Begum then ient for Latafut and' Hommund Ally Khan, whom (lie feverely reprimanded, and 
infilled upon knowing the caufe of this infamous behaviour. They pleaded in their defence, 
the impoffibility of helping it, as the treatment the women had met with had only been con­
formably to his Excellency the Vizier’s orders. The Begum alledged, that even admitting that 
the Nabob had given thefe orders, they were by no means authorized in this manner to difgraee 
the family of Sujah Dowlah; and fhould they not receive their allowances for a day or two, 
it could be of no great moment: what had palled was now at an end, but that the Vizier Ihould 
certainly be acquainted with the whole of the affair, and that whatever he dire&ed (he fhould 
implicitly comply with. The Begum then fent for two of the children who were wounded in 
the affray of lad night, and, after endeavouring to footh them, (lie fent again for Latafut and 
Hul'mund Ally ilhan, and in the prefence of tlie children again exprefl'ed her difapprobntiOn of 
their condo ft, and the improbability of Afoph ul Dowbh’s tu fieri ng the ladies and children of 
Sujah Dowlah to be diigraced, by being expofed to the view of the rabble : upon which Latafut 
produced the letter from the Nabob, repretenting that he was amenable only to the order of 
his Excellency, and that whatever he ordered it was his duty to obey ; and that had tlie ladies 
thought proper to have retired quietly into their apartments, he would not have ufed the 
means he had taken to compel them.—The Begum again obLrved, that what had puffed was now 
over;—(he then gave the children 4,00 rupees, and diirniifed them, and lent word by Suomid 
and the Other eunuchs, that if the ladies would peaceably retire to their apartments, Latafut 
would lupply them with 3 or 4,000 rupees for their 'prelent expences, and recommended to them 
not to incur any further difgraee; and that if they did not think proper to add agreeable to her 
directions, they woulddo wrong. The ladies followed her advice, and about 10 at night went 
Lack into the Zennana.—The next morning the Begum waited upon the mother of Sujah Dowlah 
and related to her all the c'u'cumftances of the difturbance. The mother of Sujah Dowlah re­
turned for anfwer, that after there being no account kept of crores of revenue, (lie was not fur- 
'prized that the family of Sujah Dowlah, in their endeavours to procure iuMUlence, Ihould be 
obliged to expofe themfelves to the meaneft o f people. After bewailing their misfortunes, and 
(heckling many tears, the Begum took her leave and returned home.

A true tranflation.

(Signed) R O B  E R T  H O L  T ,
A flail1- to the Profidc.

:’f . The
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Tbe following letter, and its enclofures, were received from M r. WombweM or; tlse 9th infttat.

T o  Edward Hay, Efquirc, Secretary,

Sir,
I beg you will do me the favour to prefent to the Honourable the Governor General and 

Council the enclofed copy of a correfpondence between Mr. Briftow and me.

In my letter of 28th January, I acquaint Mr. Briftow that I have received from the Viziec 
the fecurity offered by his Excellency; that I have tranfmitted a copy of it to the Board; 
that the Governor General and Council are the proper judges; and that I confider myfelf to.be 
without refponfibility.

In my letter of the 29th January, I venture to mention to Mr. Briftow my opinion of the 
credit of the bankers ; and I have informed him of their names, that, fhould his fentimeaflk 
differ from mine, he might a<5t accordingly.

Lucknow, I have the honour, See.
29th January 1784. (Signed) J O H N  W O  M B  W E L L .

To John Briftow, Efquire, &c.

Sir,
I have the honour to inform you, that I have received from the Vizier the fecUrity1 offered 

by his Excellency for the difeharge of the balance due from him to the Company, and for the 
growing payments of the fubfidv, and current expences.

I am, &c.

27 th Jatny (Signed) J O H N  W O M B W E t L ,
1783. Accu

To John Wombwell, Elquire, &c.

Sir,
I have been honoured by the receipt of your letter of yefterday’s date, informing me, that 

vou had received from the Vizier the fecurity offered by his Excellency for the dilebarge of the 
Balance due from him to the Company, and for procuring payments of the fulffidy, and other 
current exposures. The orders of the Honourable the Governor General and Council, as they 
have been tranfmitted to me on this fubjeft through their fccretary, direct that .1 fliall leave 
Lucknow upon the receipt of a notification from you, that his Highiiefs has put inter your 
hands, for the purpofes above-mentioned, the fecurity of bankers of known credit ana refponjthility ; 
and in a letter addreffed by the Honourable Governor General to the Vizier, the neceffity ot 
taking the mod fpeejy means to obtain and deliver fuch fecurity is pointed out ro his High* 
nefs, and he is requefted ihmt and trot till then, to give me leave in form to windraw. I en- 
clole you copies of the papers here alluded to, that the poffibility of any error or delay, anfing 
from a triifccnftrudkion of our refpedtive orders, may be avoided; and as the one I have received 
is fo 1 role and indefinite in the terms of it, I am to requeft that you will either favour me 
with a notification in fuch fpecific language as will alone juftify me in accepting it for any 
notific ation at all, and confequently as any authority to withdraw from Lucknow; or that you 
will inform me decidedly that I am not to expect it from you. Arguing, as well from the 
nature of any fuch agreement, as from the terms of that which has on this occafion taken place 
between the Vizier and the Honourable the Governor General and Council, it would be abfurd 
to luppofe an intention in the latter, to accept, without previous enquiry into its fufficiency,

of
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' of any fecurity his Excellency may be pleafed to offer them for the performance of his part of

the coinpaft. A s  the Honourable Board have given me no inftrudlions on this head, I conclude 
that they have thought proper to confiitute you to be judge of, and accountable to them for 
the validity of the lecurity now to be given_ by the Nabob. I  am therefore further to requelt 
.you will inform me, whether this latter conje&ure is warranted, and whether you confider your- 
lelf as lb refponfible to them; and if not, that you will furnilh me with atteiled copies of the 
engagements entered into with the refpe&ive bankers.

The Conjun&ure being of the lall importance to the intererts o f the Honourable Company, 
engages me to be thus particular. I am perfuaded, Sir, you will think of it as I do, and will,’

i  have 4one, wave all forms, and give me every poffible explanation in your power.

I  have the honour, &c.

Lucknow, (Signed) J O H N  B R I S T O W , .

:28th January. Refident.

T o  John Briftow, Elquire, Refident, &c.

Sir,

I  have the honour of your letter of 28th January, and the copy of a letter from the fecretary 
Vo you. I have tranlinitted to the Honourable the Governor General and Council a copy of the 
fecurity offered by the Vizier for the dilcharge of the balance due from his Excellency to the 
Company, and for the growing payments of the fubfidy, and other current expences. They 
are the proper judges; I do not in any manner confider myfelf refponfible.

I have the honour, &c.
28th Janry

(Signed) J O H N  W O  M B  W E L L .

To John Wombwell, &c.

Sir,
Your letter of this morning leaves me in the fame Bate of uncertainty as before, with refpeT 

to the nature of the fecurity you have received from the Vizier for the dilcharge of the balance 
«lue from his Higlniefs to the Company, and for the growing payments of the fubfidy, and 
other current expences. The orders of the Honourable Governor General and Council, con­
veyed to me through their fecretary, are (as I have {hewn by 'the enclofures in my former 
letter to you) exprefs, to wait a fp e c ific  notification  from you, that the fe c u r ity  o f  bankers o f  k n o w n  
cred it a n d  rcfpon fib ility  has, for the purpofes herein above mentioned, Teen delivered to you by 
the Vizier. You mull confequently be fenfible I cannot accept any notification in lefs explicit 
terms, as an authority either for my departure,' or the withdrawing .the Refidency. I muff 
therefore once again alk you, whether you mean, by what you have now faid, to give fuch 
Jp e c if ic  notification. I entreat you, Sir, to fimplify your anfvver, that I may not, by my prefence, 
furnifh to the miniflers of this court, a plea for the violation of the agreement which has 
tbken place between his Highnels the Nabob, and the Honourable Governor General and 
Council.

I have the honour, &c.

Luckuow, Wednefilay (Signed) J O H N  B R I S T O W ,
?. 8th Jan. 1784. Refident.

To

.  (3
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To John Briftow, Efquire, f e .

Sir,
I received your letter *  twelve o’clock laft night* I "bate bad the hondufr i f  kct^amtntg you, 

that I have receive! from the Vizier the Security ofo*ed by his Excellency, arid that ! ‘had 
tranfmitted a copy of it to the Honourable the Governor General and Council.

I have complied, as far as it has Wen in niy poWery Vith the direAiou of the iecretky.

I am, &c,

«8th Jan. 17-84. (Signed) j .  W 6  M  B #  E t  h.

The following letter having been received from Mr. Btift'ew, tfi« hoard were l̂eafed to refolie, 
that Captain Norman Maeleod fliould continue in his command at Lucknow, until the arrival 
<af thO Homoufrable the Governor General at that place.

" " .7 7  : L v  7  7  7 7 7 ' >1
Gentlemen,

The Resident's guards under Captain Norman MaclObd, fiiWrifc, froth the attention and 
ability of that officer, been rendered a well-difdpbned ami hefpe&able corps, aWd ytouir Honour­
able Board being filent concerning it in your direfitions for withdrawing the Refidency, and as 
the leaving thefts troops without any officer to cdrriHiahd them would be a meafuie unadvifeable 
and irregular, I fhall requeft: Captain Maeleod to continue in the command until your- pleafure 
is known,

I have the honour, See.

Lncknow, (Signal) J O H N  B R I S T O W ,
30th Jamy 1784. Refident.

—H— w— I 1 1 WWtW~-M.XBB.li—

The Neptune Packet being ready to take her departure for BufTorab, a general letter to 
the Honourable Court of Dire&ors was difpatched on the 9th inftant, in duplicate to the 
Refident, to be tranfmitted over land.

On the fame day, a general letter was difpatched to the Honourable the Court of Dire&ors, 
to go by the fliip Lord Macartney.

The following letter, and its enclofures, were received from Mr. Wombwell on the 10th 
mftant.

To Edward Hay, Efquire, Secretary.

Sir,
I take the liberty of transmitting the copy of a letter which I have received from Mr.

Briflow, together with the enciofures contained in it, which I requeft you vjill lay before the 
Honourable Board. -

I have the honour, See,

Lucknow, (Signed) J O H N  W O M B W E L L ,
31ft Jam)’ 1784, Accountant.

V gl. 1V . S T °
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To John Womb well, Efquire, &c.

Sir,
I  have received your letter of yefterday’s date, afferting that Lalla Faquir Chund and 

Lalla Butchrauje, the fecurities offered by his Highneis, are bankers of known credit and 
refponfxbility.

I now have the honour to refer you to the enclofure, No. I, for an eflimate of the Com­
pany’s claims upon the Vizier, brought up to the 31ft of January, 1784. For your informa­
tion I tranfmit you No. 2, a tranflation of my bond to certain bankers for a loan of Lucknow 
Sicca Rupees, feventeen lacks and forty thoufand, borrowed on the conditions more fully ex­
plained in my addrefs to the Board of the 8th of June, 1 783. Three lacks, feventy-eight thou­
fand, nine hundred and forty-four rupees, eight annas, and fix pice have been in part paid, 
which leaves a fum of thirteen lacks, fixty-one thoufand and fifty-live rupees, feven annas, and 
fix pice due on that account, exclusive of intereft, for which three lacks are fpecified in the 
eflimate, and forms part of the claims on the Vizier.

The Paper, No. 3, is an eflimate of the current demands on the treafury. I have addreffed 
the Vizier’s minifter, Flyder Beg Khan, fully on the fubjedl of his accounts, particularly re­
queuing he would fupply the paymafler with the fum of Sonaut Rupees one lack, for the pay­
ment of Colonel Charles Morgan’s detachment, without delay, as the Colonel will very fhortly 
arrive at Etaya, the place where he has defired me to remit the money. In making this pay­
ment, I obey the orders of the Governor General and Council.

I have the honour, &c.

Lucknow, (Signed) J O H N  B R I S T O W ,
30th Jan. 1784. Relident.

E S T I M A T E
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^  ^  E S T IM A T E  of Claims upon his Excellency the Nabob v izier, op. Account of the HonoVr

able Company, from the ift of February, to the end of the Fuffulke Year U #I.

Balance due by his Excellency, the 31ft | ,
January, 84 — *”  s

Army Subfidy.

One brigade, according to the old eftab- 
lifliment, from ift of February to 31 
Auguft 1784, 7 months, at 2,6o,Oqo 
rupees per month — — 18,20,000 O O

One regiment ftaticned at Lucknow, ac­
cording to the new eftablifhment, at 
2 5,000 rupees per month — — T,75,000 O o

Five regiments under Colonel Sir John 
Cumming, according to the new eftab- 
liiliment, at II' 25,000 per regiment per 
month, - - 8,75,000

One company of artillery, un­
der Colonel Cumming, at 
R* 20,000 per month, 1,40,000

----------- 10,15,00a Q o
——— — ——— 30,10,000 o 0

Mirza Saudit Ally’s ftipend •—■ — •— 3,00,000 o o

Abdul Rhamans Cawn’s corps of cavalry — — 3,00,000 0 o

Rohilla hi pends, from ill of Maug to the
end of Bhrjudoon 119 1 — — — —* 4 I*°52 0 0

Army Donation *— — — —» 10,50,000 o o

M r. Frafer — — — --- — 2,00,000 o o

Eftimate of interell on the money borrow­
ed from Gopaul Dofs Said — — — 3j° o,ooo o 0

---------------------52,01,052 o o

Fyzd 16 Sun Sicca Rupees — 1,06,03,21; 1 3 1 1  -

Errors excepted.

(Signed) J O H N  B R I S T O W ,
Refident at the Vizier’s Court.

T R A N S L A T I O N  of a Bond given by Mr. Briffow, Refident at the Vizier’s Court, to 
Gopaul Dofs, dated 8th June 1783, or the 6th M  Rajjub 1x97 HIjura, or 3d of Jeit 1190 
Fuffullee.

Borrowed from the under-mentioned perfons, on account of the Honourable Company, through 
Lalla Munfuram, the Agent of Lalla Gopaul Dofs, Banker, the fusn of feventeen lacks and forty 
thoufand rupees, bearing interefi: at one per cent, per month. I engage that it fhall be paid, after 
providing for the Company’s neceil’ary difburfements, from the receipts of the aflignments granted 
on the country in their favour by his Highnefs the Nabob Vizier. P V R  T I
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P A R T I C U L A R S  of the Loan.

From Lalla Munfuram, agent to the houfe of Gopaul Dofs — 14,00,000 o o
From Kiflen Chund — — — — 1,00,000 o o
Premium of exchange, 16 per cent, upon 15  lacks — — 2,40,000 o o

Lucknow Sa rupees — 17,40,000 0 .0

A  true Copy.
(Signed) J. N E A V P ,

Afliftant to the Reftdent.

E S T I M A T E  of Current Demands on the Lucknow Treafury, to the 31 January 1784.

The Army.
Col1 Sir John Cummings’s detachment.

. Mr. Melvile’s eftimateto pay the Europeans to the 
31 January 1784, and the fepoys to the 31 De­
cember 1783 — — 5,44,000 Q O

Eli i mate of the pay, See. of the fepoys for January
1784. — — 1,02,500 o o

6,46,500 o o
Dedu£I,

Mr. Melvile’s draft to Col1 Knudfon, for which a 
tuncaw on Soorut Sing, the Aumil of Rohil- 
cund, has been granted 1,30,000 o 0

Remitted Mr. Melvile — 66,600 o o
Do, in three bills of exchange 81,994 7 6
Do, a tunkaw the Sezavyal of Fur-

ruckabad -r- 52,567 11 3
—--------------- 3,31,16  2 2 9

--------------- 3,13,337 13  3
The 3d Brigade.

Air. Collins’s eftimate to pay the Europeans to the 
31ft January 1784, and the fepoys to the 31ft 
December 1783 — — 2,74,382 o o

Eftimate of the pay, &c. of the fepoys for Janry. 84 7 8 ,0 0 0 0 0
---------------- 3,52,382 0 0

Major Cooke’s regt, Decr and Janry. — 40,000 o o
Major Grant’s regiment, January — 20,000 o o

-------------------60,000 o o
The.above two regiments are not included ini 

either of the pnymafter’s ellimates.
Colonel Charles Morgan — .— — — 1,11,000 o o
Major Duncan’s draft — — — — 24,000 o o

C c rupees — — 8,62,719 13 3
Deduct to the ri per c' — — 85,494 18 o

-----------------7,77,225 1 3
Mr. Scott.

The Board’s order of 17 July 83 in his favour — — 2,50,000 o o
Du — 1 December — — — 1,25,000 o o

r , . , ,  „ r 3> 75,Qoo 0 0
Bam rrottj the treafury — — . 75,000 o o
D b y  an order on tire Aumil of Goruckpore 30,000 o o

*--------------- 1,05,000 o o

2,70,000 o o
Dedu<$ batta 5 ,9 .3 ^  cent. — 14,265 3, 6

----------— ---  »,557734 12 6

Carried over Fyzabad 16 Sun Sicca rupees — 10,32,959 13 9
The

J - Q
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Brought forward 1023,959 t $  9

The Refidenl’s office.

Mr. Wombwell,. accountant, December and January — 5’ ?0°  0 0
Mr. Cowper, November, December, and January — 1,200 O o
Mr. Gregory, January —  — ” * 4° °  0 0
Mr. Holt, December and January —  —c 600 o o
Mr. Sam’* Middleton, December a: id January — 600 6 o
Mr. Neave, January —• — —- 300 o o

8,300 o o
Add batta 5 per cent. 4 15 o o ,

— ----------- - 8,715 o 0

10,41,674 13 9
Balance of Abdul Khaman Cawn’s corps of cavalry — 2,10,200 0 0

Fya1* 16 Sun Sicca rupees 12,51,874 13  9

Errors excepted.

(Signed) J O H N  B R I S T O W ,
Refident at the

Viaiet’s Opart.

The following letter, and its enclosures, were received from Mr* Briftow, on the 13th inflantj 
and circulated to tire members o f the Board for their perufal.

Gentlemen,
Mr. Wombwell not having notified tome the fecurity offered, by his Highnefs in the form pre- 

fcribed by your Honourable Board, a correfporidence enfued, a copy of yvhich 1 have the honour 
to enclofe (N» 1.) and it will appear at the conetufion of it, that Mr, Wotnbwell declared Lalla 
Bucherage and baquin Chund to be men ot known credit and refponfibtlity.

■|n a meafure of feeh great importance to the Honourable Company's intcrefls as the realization 
of a fund of above a crore of rupees, f  deem it mrindifpenfable duty in me to give ray opinion J 

•• an opinion not originating from the cccafion, but upon record, as the trapladlions which gave 
rife to it occurred fo long ago as the 30th of July 1783. I reprefented to your Honourable Board y 
that I had actually laved the houle ot Cafmigry Midland Butchagvee, by a timely aid, .*>oui 

■ bankruptcy; They engaged for a pnportion ot rupees 650,000, on account ot the lait year’
. ’ loan; with theutmoftexertion of their credit, they fulfilled their engagements, and now they 

have contracted for above feven times the ium, with lefs profpedt ot being reimburfed by go­
vernment, and no change of ciiaytnftances in their private affairs to enCreale then credit nr re- 
fponfibility. Tins is one of theWules in Lucknow which has of late been moil irregular in its 
payments.

t Fraquir Chund is the minifter’s private banker; but as I have perfonally had few official inuil- 
aclions with him, I cannot fpeak fo decidedlyftom my own experience c f the credit of hts houle.
I may, however, lately venture to atTerc, from all the enquiries 1 have made concerning urn, 
that he i, by no means equal to the refponfibility he has undertaken: Indeed thefe men, 01 any 
other two bankers, being , even the oftenfible agents in a tranfadlion of fuch magnitude and im­
portance, is an idea ridiculed by the majority ot the inhabitants ot Lucknow.

Tn conclufion, gentlemen, with every fubmiffion to your judgment, I beg leave to give my 
opinion, that the fetiirity offered by his Highnels is ft&itious, and in the event wi appeal no 
more t ban the perfohal fecurity ot Hyder BtgCawn ; that he will be able to ful nl t w. engagement 
thong]) invefted with defpotic power over fo extenfive a country, is a great doubt witn me.  ̂ am 
convinced he cannot do it, and at the fame rime furnifh the neceffary tunds lot uie iou cno 1 

Vox,. IV. T ‘lnd
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_ d. other current demands of his Highnefs’s government; and I am confirmed in this opinion 
W t e S b a c k w « d n e f .  of the colledions.-lhere is, however, no fay mg wha fun, may 
be raifed in a fhort period by a violent exertion of power, and that Hyder Beg will ufe fuc

X *  -  »  S L  a w ,  .hi,d in its
nual revenues during the laid feven years.

I have circulated letters (tranflations of which I have the honour to enclofe, No 2.) to all the 
Aumils, and I fhall proceed to the p.refidency as foon as his Highneis grants my leave of
parture.

Iam , with the higheft refped,
Lucknow, (Signed) J  O t l N B R I  S T O  W,

Ql Res1 at the Viziers Court,
ad F ebruary i 7°4-

€  O P Y  of a Letter from Mr. Briftow to Mr. Wombwell, dated 29th January, 1784,

Your letter of this morning, informing me that you have complied, as “ far as it has been in
« lorn lower' with the diredions of the Secretary"-! take the liberty to requeft you to oblige 

' 1 r ti11f dirpftion "fince, if you are not authorized, or rather it you are not en
me with a copy * a’nj  (/ecific notification than any you have yet favoured me
w X dityfollows8that the orders we have reipedively received from our (upenors, and through the 
fame channel, are in perfed contradidion to each other.

Mr. Wombwell, in Reply; dated 29th January 1784.

In reply to your letter of this date, I enclofe the copies of the Secretary’s letter to me, and of 
my addrels to the Board.

Though 1 have it not in command from the Board, I do, to prevent any ^ h e r  correfpon- 
dence on this fubjed, inform you, that the bankers are Lalla Butcherange and Lalla fake 
Chund, men of known credit and refponfibility.

T R A N S L A T I O N  of a Circular Letter from M r. Briftow to the Aumils of his Highnefs
the Vizier’s Government.

Asrreeably to the orders of the Honourable Governor General and Council, I withhold from 
any farther tolled ions on account of the Honourable Company’s Alignments, and you will make 
your future payments in conformity to the Vizier’s diredions. I write th.s for your infor­
mation.

T R A N S L A T I O N  of a Letter from Mr. Briftow to H y^r Beg Cawn, dated 2d February,
1784.

You will herewith receive a copy of the letter I have this day written to the Aumils, the con­
tents of which you will underltand.

* True Tranflations.

(Signed) J .  N  E A V E,
Afliftant to the Res' at the Vizier’s Court.

*

The



The following Minutes, and their Enclofures, were delivered by the Governor General on the* *  J  
14th inftant, and taken to the other members of the Board, by the Secretary, in circulation.

Fort William, February 1784.

To Mr. Wombwell, Lucknow.
Sir,

The Governor General intending to vifit the dominions of the Nabob Vizier, we therefore 
dired von to obey all fuch orders and inftruaions as he may from this time think proper to if hie 
to you in his own name, anil in all refpefts to confider his Angle authority as of the fame force, 
until’ this order lhall be revoked, as that of the Governor General and Council collectively.

We are,
Sir,

Your mold obedient
Humble fervants.

The fame order to be written to Mr. Willis, at Furruckabad; and to Mr. Francis Fowke, at 
Benares.

A  true copv.
E. H A Y ,

Secy.

Fort William, February 1784.

To Colonel Gilbert Ironhde, commanding the Troops at Cawnpore.
Sir, . , .

The Governor General intending to vifit the dominions of the Nabob Vizier, we therefore di- 
reSt you to obey all fuch orders and inftruaions as he may from this time think proper to ifTue 
to you, and to the troops under your command, in his own name, and m all refpeSs to confider 
his fmgle authority as of the fame force, until this order lhall be revoked, as that of the Gover­
nor General and Council colleaively.

We are,
Sir,

, Your moll obedient
humble Servants.

The fame order to be written to Colonel Sir John Cummings, commanding the detachment 
in Rohilcund; and to Lieutenant Colonel Ahmuty, commanding the detachment at Chunar.

A true Copy.
E  H A Y ,

Secy.

Mr. Stables and Mr. Wheler deliver the following Minutes:

16th February, 1784.

^ 1  have already given my dilTent ,o the Governor General’s proceeding to ta lm o w , and I fe. 
no resfon to alter it. With refpedt to the powers which the Governor General clam £and tte 
orders he defires to be iffued to the army, and to all the civil fervants beyond the provinces, y 

• are not only, in my opinion, illegal, but fuch as, if lawful, no Government, conflicted as th.s 
is ought to grant to any individual, however refpedable.

For

k7 1 ^
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thefe reafons, and for many others that might be enumerated, although I have every re- 

foeft for the Governor General, I-feel myfoif in duty'bound to prbteft agamft granting, or .affix­
ing the foal of the Company to, the propofed commifli.ua.

A true Copy,

E. H A Y ,
Secy,

February 16th, 1784.
Mr.Wheler.

The Board having 'inveiled the Governor General with a fpeeial and feparate charge of the 
Company’s 'affairs and interefts in the dominions of the Nabob Afoph ul Dowlah, and having 
agreed, on the invitation of the Nabob Vizier, and on a tender made by the Governor General, 
that he (hall proceed to Lucknow, for the purpofe of affifting the Nabob Vizier in the means of 
diftk-.rging his engagements to the Company, and in the regulat ion of his government, it is fur­
ther necelTary to furnifh him with fuch powers as may enable him to accompliih thofe objefts.

For this.purpofe it is requifite he fhotild be armed with fuch authority as will enable him not 
only to concert and adjuft with the Nabob Vizier the means of di(charging his engagements to 
thc’Company, of restoring and feeuring the peace, fafety, and order of his government, and of 
promoting the .improvement of his revenue, hut alfp to carry thofe means into edict, by Cup- 
porting the Nabob Vizier with the authority of this Government, in as full and ample manner 
a; we can impower him to exercife it by any aft of the Parliament .of Great Britain now in being, 
or by any of the orders of the Honourable Court of Directors ; for without full powers to carry 
into immediate execution fuch roeafures as the Governor General may hereafter plan and agree 
uppH with the Nabob Afoph ul Dowlah, the purpofe® of his vifiting that Prince’s country may 
be defeated, or the feafon for action loft, whilftlie is waiting for the fanftion of the Board.

Tr feeniS alfo abfolutely neceffary, for the fame reafons, to inveft the Governor General “  with 
?‘ the full power and authority of this Government (as for, as we can legally delegate the fame)

• , “  o ver aft the officers, civil and military, (rationed or reiiding within the dominions of the Na- 
41 hub Afoph uf Dowlah, and the province of Benares;”  and when it is remembered that the 
t rqops ip the, Viv.iejr’s country are ffotionyd there for the purpofes of protecting it, and,of aiding 
and aflitting him on all oceafions, when he Ihall apply for them, to reduce his lubjefts to the due 
obedience.of his authority, and are paid out of the Vizier’s trcal'ury, it: will not feem that tire ' . 
placing them under tire orders of the Governor General, as the means of carrying intoeffeft the 
regulations for the internal government of his dominions, formed and adjufted with the Nabob 
Vizier himfolf, js any very extraordinary delegation of. power.

The importance of the arrangements to he made in the government and finances of the Nabob 
Vizier, apd the difficulties that may be expefted to be encountered in enforcing them, are fuch 
fo, 1 fivefold apprehend, would juftj’fy the Board in delegating to the Governor General, upon 
tlris oc'ch'ffon, a's ample .powers as have'ever been granted to any of their members upon any for­
mer one; and when it is confidered that the extenfive powers given to Lord Clive by the imtruc- 
tioiw of the Selcft Committee of the 21ft June, .1765, and thofe given to Meflfrs. Cartier, Smith,
-ml Ruffel, by tlie inftruftions of the Seleft Committee of the 13th September, 1768, were in 

the notice and ontemplalion of the Parliament at the time the aft was palled which conftituted 
this Government upon its prefeut footing, and veiled the whole civil and military government of 
this i refidency in the Governor- General and Council, in like manner, to all intents and purpofes, 
as the liime had baeii exerciicd by the Prcfideiit andCoiinci!, or Select Committee, I ftiould con - 
ceive this Government polfefs the right of delegating to tine Governor General, upon the prefent 
occalion, as full powers as thofe which were granted to Lord Clive by the Seteft Committee in 
June 1765, or to Mefli-s. Cartier, Smith, and Ruflel, in 1768,

But the powers propdfed to be granted to the Governor General by the indraft ions now before 
the Board, being limited in their objects, and confined in t,heir operatiolrte the dominions of the 
Nabob Vizier and the province 6f Benares, fell-far fliort of'thoie given to Lord Clive, who; in 

icon urflibn with General Canine, “ 'was empowered to flipuhite inch conditions with Sujehnl 
« Dowlah, vo form firth eoftieftions with the counfry powers, and' to puffin fu It ■ means as he 
“ ftiould judge neceffary to the Company’s inferell, the public -welfare, nnd-tlie obtaining a Life, 
s< honourable, advantageous, and Lifting peace,”

I am
f t f t
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I am induced, for thefe reafons, to give my affent to the propofed draft of the powers and 4U» 

thority to be veiled in the Governor General by the Board.

■A true Copy.

:e . H A  Y ,
Secy.

Refolved, That the power and authority propofed to be given to the Governor General, Be 
veiled in him accordingly.

The Governor General has defired the Board to alTemble this day, for the purpofe of receiving 
his final difpatches, having been advifedto leave Calcutta for the benefit of a change of .an a few 
davs before he begins his journey to Lucknow, as he has been much incommoded tor feme days 
nail by a feverilh indifpofition, of which he Hill feels the effedls; and he propofes, with the per- 
fniffion of the Board, to take his departure for that purpofe this evening. He regrets the necef- 
fity of his ahfence from the Board, and moll heartily wilhes them fuccels; and, for his own, re­
commends himfelf to their fupport.

The Governor General’-s credentials are now figned, as well as the letters propofed to be written, 
to the civil and military officers llationed beyond the province of Bahar.

Agreed that the following letter be written to Major General Stibbert.

■ ISif
The Governor General intending to vifit the dominions of the Nabob Vizier, we have thought 

.proper to direa the commanding officers at Cawnpore, Putty Ghur, and Unmar, to obey all 
inch orders and inftruaions as he may from this time think proper to iffue to them, and to the 
troops under their command, in his own name, and in all refpefts to confider his fmgle authority 
of the fame force, until this order lhall be revoked, as that of the Governor General and Coun­
cil cohesively. We are, See.

Fort William,
•17th February, 1,784.

Read a letter from M r. Brillow, dated 4th October,

Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen,
I had the honour to addrefs you on the 30th of Augufl, foheiting yoUr explicit direaions On 

the fubjefit of Almafs Ally Cawn’s difmiffion; and I IhalFnow endeavour to ftate the whole ot 
this tranfaSion to you, in the clearefl point of view, hoping it will appear that I have done my 
utmofl ina bufinefs which forms a principal and important part of my initructions.

I was fo circiimftanced as to render it utterly impoffible to undertake this meafure1 at the: time 
of my arrival, when inch very confiderable detachments were difperfed throughout the co _ y ,  
and the troops under tire command of Col. Sir John Camming had only reached Allahabad. 1 he 
inconfiderable number of two regiments only could be brought into the held , an 11 
yout judgment, gentlemen, in the event ot reliilance, whether this orce wa., in any - p > 
equal to the fervice.

I havealfo toobferve, that it would have been a very difficult matter to have feleded proper 
perfonsfor the charge of fuch extenfive diflritls, efpecially as it was impoffible for me, imme- 
diatelyon entering upon the office, to form a correct judgment of the degree o con ence <
my agents, or the probability of a defeSion in Almafs Ally Cawn’s naibs, or his troops Con­
fident as the minifler profeiTed to be on this head, Almafs’s immenfe wealth might poffibly have

Y o u  IV . . U  lecured
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fecurecT tliiiV'nflelicy, Tvtftfe; on tlvvocfer fend, I cawtdwUH'difficulty fiipport' die current dif- 
burfetrumts. 1  received charge with a heavy debt, running at art exoi&itaittdfiteft’ft', antfavreatpty: 
treafery. My plan, then, was to keep Altftjifs in office, until the conclufion of the Fuffullee 
ve;,r, when bis diirniffion might he effe<SM without lofs or tumult; but the rninifters determined 
oppofition to this, as well as. every other plan of reform,, has again counteracted and rendered ail 
«iy efforts vain. Though i directed him, in conformity to your inftructions, to remove Almafs 
Allv Cawn, and make the iettlement of that Aumil’s diftriets, he has at la ft avowed his deter - 
mi nation to difohey, pleading in excufe, that as his former nominations are fuperfeded, he ihoukl 
leave me to name and appoint the Aumils; he would-exiiiMt them to hjS Highnefs,, but he would 
not a£V from himfeifi.

The undifguifed manner in which the minitler has ejtpreflwl his fentirnents, furnifh me with 
good reafonto fuppofe, that his objaTis to rticreaietlie cotifufian in this unhappy country, and, 
liv interrupting the Company’s reiources, impute all the mifchiefs of his own ruinous aclmini- 
{tiavion to my hiferibrence, ’ and' endeavour- to- itvdii & you Id eow&rn*,. as 3 taenfim-of neccrflity, 
hi's uriparticipared and dd'potie dominion Over tile- lives -ami ptfbtfcrry of tile- V in e 's  fubj*s£te. 
Whattevenhdvbehis motives, I tieg leave-to math the- conSradidYkw m his conduct, in, calling 
upon me to name auntifsj when he fee already made the beaV-M contphtih^SgaiftlV mt on this- 

though'T n /, ei-ve»nrrcJd iieyond the llr ia  line of my duty, in offering my opinion, as my 
jn>, ’k  i ionsTnioin t  fhoaW, on' fhepropriety or impropriety of fans ntonniutten* Senlible of the 
itWidtouS view with which Hyder Beg has often folicited me, ii> the ffloft (Urgent manner, to  ve-- 
contnjend people for offices, 1 have moll cautioufly avoided yielding to his intreaties. The Au- 
.mil- have alHfe-ri aapolrttted ft'omhis lifts; he has fettled every account himfelf. I have confined 
inv interference folely to advifinjr oeeohomy* hr the charges- of C®Me6H@i% etc. reduction, of #H®.‘ 
dangerous power of the great Aumils.j and in inftances that I have dilapproved ol Ins nominati- 
tnilSf l  have {fill left it in his diferetioato.appoint paribus of his own ielerftion.

The collufion between the nfinifter and Almufs Ally Cawn is, I. believe,, fuffi.eiently proved, 
from the latter’s remaining it* office ire oppofitiou to’ iny1 remonllratrcesy and in contempt'of yonr 
pofitive commands, exprefled in the Honourable the Governor General’s inftru&ions to me. Ic 
is evident, from Almafs’s continuing his accuftbmed arrangements for the year, in making new 
kv-losi, and vopfenilhrihg M* ftbek (d'H of which'ha;- been done by him), that he
it aifwed of c^wfinmation- ;*nA pertmiapnce., tie informed me him4d& on taififig, a. at-
th«*ConM>:iny’s ddhanded troopers- ;,. apd'tthen- I  affeed m  explanation. fpn®i the miuifer of, the: 
authority by wliich he-abted, he fif-ft anlwered,. it wafi, a, matter o f Grprife, and afterwards* that 
J ruisht enquire of Ahna% refeillng to give *M  fatisfe&ipa on the fubjea. I do- not charge*
Almafs with any crime in making thefe levies, as it is an eftabliihed coftom among tire VtaiarS,
Annuls to and diffend troops at their pleaffire: but the pra&ice of thus delegating to lub- 
S„as an uncontrouled and exclufrve authority over the military is G the tnofc dangerous-tenden- 

' e , : I need only revert to the iaftanceof Almafs A lly Cawn himfelf who but laid year withdrew 
with hiS whole army, and was enabled to fet the Vizier and the Company at defiance, to treat 
with his Sovereign upon a footing of equality,, unrlexacl his o--vn terms, and an agreement gua- 
j ...nteed by your reprelentative’s iignature before he would deign to return.

Every nclionof a man in Almafs’s fituation is intertffing to the Vizier’s government, andT 
have therefore watched his condu<Sl' minutely , when fome time fince my fufpicions of him were 
awakened. He had fpoketo me of his intention to go to Mylan Gtmgfr a place feventeen. cols 

• fr011J Lucknow, and 1 underflood he went and, returned; hut he let off again on the 6th 
Sbptctiibnr. upon which occtrlkmiHi's. vackeel pubhckly declared, at my houfe, that hrs mailer 
had roceiVed- rie«#» which gav«- him tmeai'lnd’s, and' caufed his proceeding iuddenly to My fan 
( iunfe;, for which reafons ho cduld not apprize me as ttfualj. but h,e propplod-fta-ying’ only two 
or three days, and then return to Lucknow : I. afterwards heard that hohad erpilod the Ganges 
to Tolpram, the principal cantonment of his troops,, a place fifteen cofs from Canogue, on the 
/ j L o a d !  1 thought it: my duty to tranfmit, the neceflary information to the commanding 
fcffi'ofers, an'doalled upon the ininillerfor an expiimition, though-as ufual, he declined.giving me 
any fatisfii&ofl* I hdve fince underltood. that the true caufe of Almafs Ally Cawn journey 
Was Swing to his having quarreled*with the Naih of Etaya, and a fufpicion that ho,had applied 
to rae for proteclion;" to obviate the confequences of which, the miniller- htmlelf advifed 
his undertaking the journey. It is certain the Naib did lend me a meffage, lohcittng-my pro- 
tofifion, and affiftance in procuring him the farm of the Etaya province, independent ot Almafs.
This propofitiim may, in tile evrnt of yottr determining oil Almals’s difinifiton, be improved to 
the Vizier’s advantage; and' it is- for this reafon, Gentlemen, that 1 have been lo .particular * 
in mentioning the circumftances of a- trapfaftion which, in other reipeds, will appear 
triviafi

for
^ 'b
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For information of Almafs Ally Cawn’s connexion with the chiefs at Delhi, I have the honour 

to refer you-to the enelofed extrait of my addrefs to the Governor General, dated 5th November 
178 i : but I am fince informed,. from a number of original Letters, which I intercepted, that he 
Fad negotiated a treaty with Mahajee Sirtdia, through the Rebel Raja Cheyte Singf jby which- 
it feems that the Fort of Lahore, with a diftritSt around it, was to have been ceded to him. 
From one of the letters, which, is. the hand writing of Almas’s moonlit y, but without a cover, 
which all the other letters have, I fhould fuppofe that, affef his return to LitcRnow, he preferved 
a correfpondence with Cheyte Sing—This letter muff have been written by Almas in November 
laft, and the fait is corroborated by Mr. Anderfon. In Almafs’s connexion with any of the 
native powers, prior to his return, he has received the Vteier’s pardon; b’at his continuing it 
afterwards is certainly criminal; and an indication- of thet. retrefat fee has- prepared1 for fiimfeif; 
though, at the prefent juncture, he may have no inducement to go to it. The eftimate of fte  
diftriits under his charge I have the honour to enclofe, wherein his allowances are Rated at the 
fum ofrupe.es 20,28,076. 5. 6. and his military ertabiiihtnent at 14,000 infantry and cavalry,
with 40 pieces of' cannon, entirely rndependant of the Vizier’s Controul: So long as he can 
enjoy tbsfeadvantages wit h perfonal fecurity, I fliould imagine he can-have no adequate profpeik 
of a provifxon in the fervice of any foreign Prince, and therefore there will-be-no temptation for 
him to quit the Vizier’s domininions; but the prefent footing, upon which he holds his countries, , 
is both dilirefsiul and degrading to his Highnefs’s affairs and dignity. In the firR place, he 
affumes an independant Ryle of conduit; his Naibs acknowledge their obedience due to him 
alone; and, in order to prevent infults to the Vizier’s authority, I have forborne applying for 
orders to him, except in the infttmces where the fupplyin'g of your troops rendered them 
abfolutely neceffary. The only plea urged by the miniRer in favour of Almafs, is the 
punctuality of his payments-; which I readily admit, though I giv-e him no merit for it. It w'ould 
be wonderful indeed, it, witli an allowance of rupees- 20,128,076. 5, 6. for his- civil apt!
military eRablilliments, holding the fame diRri&s at a gradual decreafeto government, and great 
profit to himfelf, he did not punctually pay the final! pittance of revenue which remains. I f 
Almas Ally Cawn be thought a ul’eful iervant to the Vizier, from the great wealth- which he 
poffelles, I can only obferve, Gentlemen, the principal part of his property is feeured in a way 
to render it. of no benefit to the Rate; nor will he ever-produceit to fupply the public emergencies, 
except he receives a confirmation of his great power. Continuing him on the prefent footing 
is only adding to his immenfe wealth, and impoverilhing the country ̂  when, by dividing the 
extenfive diRri£ks under, his charge among a number of Aujmils, the wealth could neither be 
monopolized nor exported, and fuch men would not have the means of refiRing the Vizier’s 
authority.

I mufl earnefilv entreat you, Gentlemen, to co'nfider my prefent fituation, that all my efforts are 
rendered nugatory by every fpecies.of fecret or open counteraction. I am charged with your affairs 
at a court, where tire Nabob, in the words of my infiruitions, “  muR ever be in the hands of 
“  fome perfon-a- meve-cypher;” unhappily1 he is Rill that cypher in the hands of Hyder Beg Cawn. 
Why my endeavours to diminifh the influence of this minifter have hitherto failed of fuccefs,
I have in my former correfpondence had the honour to explain to you: I will not therefore* 
Gentlemen, intrude upon your time, byre entering unneceffarily into a detail; inafmuch, however, 
as the fituation of affairs at this court is becoming every hour more critical, I fhould fail in my 
duty, It I did not very earneftly folicit your fpeedieft decifion, as well upon the fubjeit of my 
prefent addrefs* as on thofe which have preceded it. Permit me- alfo, Gentlemen, with' the 
utmoft deference, again to fubmit to you, that it is-only by the interpofition of your authority 
that the tyranny exercifed by Hyder Beg Cawn over bis Sovereign can now be reRrained, or 
thofe -multiplied ahufes be corre<Stecl, which have already involved every department of the 
'Viaief’s government in confufion.and diftrefs, and'which, in thei-r further operation, feem- 
threaten the -total ruin of his efiablifhment. 0

I have the.Honour to be; &c, &c,
Lucknow, (Signed j  J O H N  B R I S T O W ,

4th October 1783. Refident at the Vizier’s Court.

Ordered, That the enclofures in the foregoing letter be entered after the Con ful tat ion.

The Governor General thinks it proper to exculpate the fecretary from any poffible charge of 
delay, in laying the above letter before the Board. It was fent in circulation in proper time, 
but efcaped the Governor General’s attention.

The

7?
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The following letter having been received from the fecretary to the public department, the 
Board’s refolution was communicated to Mr. Wombwell on the 9th inftant, and he was di redded
to'-coatbrm toit.

To Edward Hay, E%uire, Secretary to the Political Department.

Sir,
In obedience to the commands of the Honourable the Governor General and council, in 

-their general department, I  tranlmit .you the annexed extraH of their proceedings ot this 
C ay.

I am, &c.
General .Department, (Signed) W. B R U E R E ,
Council Chamber, Secretary
5th January 1784.

£  X  :7 V A C  ST of •Gonfuhation, $th fanuary 1784,

Refolved, that the Board do exert its influence with the Nabob Vizier for the payment 
•of.his bond to Mr. Frazer, and that the fame be included in the eilknates for the current 
year; viz.

Principal — — — S« R , 1,23 ,0 0 0 ------- -
Iiitereft at ta per cent, pet annum, from ill Shauban or

15th July 1782, to 15th September 1783 — — 17 ,2 6 0 --------

‘S» R s 1,40,260-------

’Ordered, That this refolution be referred to the political department.

A true Extract.
(Signed) W. B R U E R E ,

Secretary,

E X T R A C T  of a Letter from Mr. Briftow to the Honourable the Governor Genera!
and Council, 30th of Auguft 1783.

If  I may form any conciufion from his (the adding minifter’s) condu‘61, it is not lefs his defire 
to confirm the dangerous power ©f A.lmafs Ally Cawn, by leaving .him in pofleffion of all his 
•countries —Thefe are points, Gentlemen, of fitch immediate importance to the. welfare and 
<exiftance of his Highnefs the Vizier’s government, that, agreeably to my inftruflions, nothing 
•on my part has been omitted, in the way of proteft and remonftranee, to deter the minister 
'from the profecution of them. So entirely, however, has Hyder Beg Cawn thrown of all 
refpeff and confideration for your reprefentative, that I mull confefs I have no longer any 
expe£tatidn of good from this mode of interference. At the fame time, I am at alofs, Gentlemen, 
h#v other wife to a&. Having already feen my endeavours to execute treaties interpreted into a 
devign to infringe and ufurp the Sovereign rights of the Nabob, I cannot flatter my (elf that an 
attempt to fecure his dominions againft the horrors of future rebellion would from his minifter 
meet Vmore favourable conflrudlion. In this Dilemma, 1 beg leave to requeft your explicit 
directions-for my guidance, upon a fuppoikion that the miniiler, undeterred by my retnonftrance, 
fhould at laid determine to continue a fyftern, winch, by a moft impolitic di ifion of his 
Highiiefs’s treafures and forces, leave no lecurity to government for the payment of the revenues, 
and the peace o f the country, except what may be derived from the uncertain forbearance 
-and moderation of a few powerful and haughty individuals. O f the fallibility of this dependance,

indeed,
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itvdeeed if it were mceffary, Gentlemen, to fearch for examples in proof of a felf-evideitt 
propofition, the inftance of Almafs Ally Cawn’s revolt Jail year would, I apprehend, be
decifive. _

A  true Extract-.

(Signed) J O H N  B R I S T O W ,
Refident at the Vizier’s Court.

i n»n ' 11 1 i mu ■ ii m iî ii ■■ 'I' *"i .<»

E X T R A C T  of the Honourable the Governor General’s Inftrudtions to Mr. John 
Briftow, Refident at the Vizier’s Court; dated the 23d of O&ober 1782.

Almafs Ally Cawn, ,7th.—The means by which Almafs Ally Cawn has been permitted to 
acquire independence have been long feen, and the effetfts of it foretold by every perfon acquainted 
with the hate of that government, except thole immediately interefted in it. The late refident 
has been his conftant advocate; and 1 lately underftood that, however truly, the minifter dif- 
« I aims all concern in this imprudent mealure. It is very extraordinary that his defection, his 
retreat to the frontier, the fubfequent negotiations which paffed between him and the Nabob, 
the engagements concluded between them, which relemblemore a treaty between equal Hates than 
a tranfaction between a fovereign and his Yaffil, have all paffed without the lead communication 
or report of them being made to me by the refident, or his affiftant, or the minifter; and, in a 
letter which I have lately received from the Nabob, the minifter has had the prefumption to 
make the Nabob declare the whole to be falfe and without foundation, and to affirm that every 
part of bis dominions enjoyed the moft perfeff peace and tranquility. Upon this fubjeft the 
behaviour of the minifter is fo reprehenfible, that 1 think if incumbent upon me to let him know 
my i'entiments of it. It will at leaft fhew him how thin the veil is by which he covers his own 
a£ls, and that fuch artifices will only tend to make them the more criminal, from the falfehood 
and duplicity with which they are affociated. As for Almafs Ally Cawn himfelf, the policy 
which has been obferved towards him has been fcamlaloufly derogatory from the Nabob’s dignity 
and intereft, and hurtful to the reputation of our government, fo far as it is connefted, or the 
world will think it connetfted, with it, If any engagement Aral! actually fubftft between them 
at the time you have charge of the refi.den.cy, it mult, however exceptionable, be faithfully 
observed. But if he has been guilty of any criminal offence to the Nabob his mafter, for which 
no immunity is provided in the engagement, or he ilag.ll break any one of the engagements of it,
I do ft tidily enjoin you, and it mvft be your fpecial cure to endeavour, either by force or- 
furprize, to fecure bis perlon and bring him to juftice. By bringing him to juftlc^ I mean 
that you urge the Nabob to punifli him with death, on a due conlideration, as a neceflary ex­
ample to deter otlrers from the comniiffion of the like crimes; nor muft you defift till this is 
effetfted, I cannot prefcrib.e the means; but to guard myie.lf agaiiyft that obloquy to which I 
may be expofed by a forced mifoonftrutftion of this order by thofe who may hereafter be em­
ployed in fearching our records for cavils and information againfi me, I think it proper to tot bid, 
and ptoteft agajnft the ufe of any fraudulent artifice or treachery to accomplifh the end which I 
have prescribed ; and as you alone are privy to this order, you will of courie obferve the gieateft 
id- recy, that it may not tranfpire. JByyt J  repeat .my jecopitnendatiog of it, as one of the gift 
agd molt efleiuial duties of y.our office,

A  true F.Vract,

(Signed) J O H N  B R I S T O W ,

Refident at the Vizier’s Court.

From Mr. Briftow to Hyder Beg Cawn; dated the 26th of Jemmady ui Ewul 1x97, or 29th
April 1783,

I requeft you will favour me with 3 ftatement of the Jumm.a, for the complete year, of the 
provinces of Corah, Etaya, jugdielpore, die. all the countries under Almafs Ally Guvn.
The accounts which you gave me of Barelly, 8cc. under Khauja Gin Uddien, are thofe of laft 
year; nothing of the preient year is to be underftood by them, and they are of little fervice.

VoL. IV. X

f t



t ( t ) |  ̂ <gL
{  7 8  3 k J X

11, pieafed to order the latter to b f funufoed from the Duan’s office, and tranfmit them 
eo me.

Hyder Beg Cawn, in Reply,

T have received your letter. I before caufed to be prepared arid prefente.l to you fuch :accounts 
of Cora!,, Etva, fugdiefoore, as were deposed in the office according to the uiage obforved by 
farmers. I will caufe them to be again prepared by the Dewamiy officeis, and pie.e.it them 
to you. When you required an account of particulars of the Jomma of the d.fu.cts in Kirelly,
&e; I ’represented to you; that they had been let upon leale for feme years pall, an* it was not 
t,trial for fuch accounts to be depohted in the office; bur the accounts of former adniunthattons, 
during the time. they, were- in trull, I bad cauied to be prepared by Duatis Mottefidies, and 
delivered to you. Smelly, 8ce. was farmed foil year, rind the account particulars ot each di h iU 
in it have not been received. They were eftimated according to the hum.! s agreement; and 
this year that they are in trail the accounts will be traulmitted after the tax..s a.e fettled.
Whenever they may be received, I will prelent them to you : I have written for them.

Mr. Briftow to Hyder Beg Cawn: dated the 27th Jemmady ul Ewut, or 30th April 1783.

1 am favoured with your letter concerning the accounts of Buell v Corah Etya and Jngdiefpore.
1 have by me the account of the faid diftrifts, which you formfeed from the Devyany office, 
and there will he no ufe in caufing thole accounts to be again given to me by the officers of the 
Pewanny. It is very true, the Aumils do not tranfmit the accounts of the taxes they levy 
when they farm tliftri&s, but 1  imagined that the perfon mvelled with the authority tot the 
time being, in order to afeertain the advantage and difodvantage to government, and to dorm his 
judgment in making the fettlement, would enquire into the particulars of the taxes, and 
obtain an account of them, efpecially of fuch important places as are tinder the management ot 
Khauja Gin Uddien and Almafs Ally Cawn, amounting to above half the v iz.er s do mm on s , 
otherwife there value being unknown, a compliance with any demands which thefe Aumils 
might require in their own favour, would become a meafore of neceffity. Owing to thcle 
cables, Almafs Ally Cawn and Khauja Gin Uddien, notwithftandmg their being uncontrolled 
rulers? of the diftnds entrufted to their charge, and dijhung.great benef
government, have had remitted to them very confiderable iums under the head of decreaie.

in the place of putting their countries into a fiounfhing and cultivated Hate, 1  underftand, 
f rc,m the accounts in my poffeffion, both the population and cultivation have defeated, and 
having reaped great profit themfelves the country is thrown into general rum., In confequence 
of theSheavy balance due from Khauja Gin Uddien, I have wrote him, in plain and explicit terms, 

he mull confider bis welfare will depend upon the payment of the Company s demands, 
anj1 he fhould not make lighl of Ho ha. ■ ■ ...nh.lof. y a l ly  n o g f e f c a » g l ;
remittances, and is conftantly writing vague esccufes; of thefe incidents 1  have rejxatediy 
apprized you. I rely ori your deviling' expedients for realizing the affig.jmcnt on Barelly 
&c that you will now be pleafed by forne means to enforce payment from khauja Gin Uddien,
S d  that he receive the punilhment due for his chances. I underftand an account ot the taxes, 
levied by Khaim Gin Uddien, it is nor recorded in the office. I hope you will favour me. with 
one, when you may be able to obtain i t ; and I beg that you will conceal the intents of letters 
of this nature, which are lecret from every body except Mounfliee Mahomed laker.

From Mr. Briftow to Hyder Beg Cawn; dated the 7th Rujjub 1197, or the 8th June 1783.

In the account which I have received from you, the particulars of each dillria in Shallera are 
fpJ K ,  I S n S T ^  wanting in thofe of Co’ rah, Etya, and Jugd.epore, and.therefore 1 mull 
trouble you for a leparate ftatement of them.

^  0  Hyder
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Hyder Beg Cawn in rep’y ; dated die 8th of Rujjub 1 197, or 9th June 1 783.

You are pleafed to order a feparate ftatement. of the particulars of the Jutnma of Corah and 
j.'tvi which has not been made out fince they were let upon leafe; the fertlement has been con­
cluded according to thecuftom in fuch cafes. I will catife the fettlemant of thefe provinces, 
u’hen they were formerly in trull, to be prepared to-morrow, and the day after it flw.ll be pre­
fixed to you.1

Mr. Briftow to Ilyder Beg Cawn ; dated the 26th Shahaan 1197, or 27th July 1 783.

I f  vou have ascertained the particulars of the taxes, and the feveral divifions of the diflri&sm 
Corah and Etya, be pleafed to favour me with them, being particularly wanted. The sooner
befe llatements are furnilhed, the more piealing it will be. 

t

---- urmr-iri----- ....... ......rw-».»

i
Hyder Beg Cawn, in reply.

Wlien l do tnyfelf the honour to wait upon you to-morrow, I will addrefs you on the fubjcfit 
of the accounts you require, and obey your commands.

Mr. Briftow to Hyder Beg Cawn; dated the 29th of Shahaan 1197* or 30th July X7S j .

I mud trouble you for a ftatement of the feveral diftri&s in Corah and Etya, a fubjecl ort 
which I have repeatedly importuned you. I f  you have been able to obtain it, oblige me with it.

Hyder Beg Cawn, in reply.

You order me to furnilh a ftatement of the diftri&s in Corah and Etya. When I have the 
honour to wait upon you to-morrow, 1 v ill explain the matter to you, by mlpeftmg the ftate­
ment of former years, with which I have furnilhed you. 1  he account you require may there­
from be prepared in the manner you are pleafed to direft.

Mr. Briftow to Hyder Beg Cawn; dated the 3d of Rumfaan 1197, or 2d Auguft 1783.

T do not wifh to give you unneceffary trouble in my correspondence; but as the period for 
making the fettlement is elapfing, and as yet no ftatement of the diftridts m Corah and Etya is 
formed and prefented to me, be pleafed to inform me if you can fix a time for favouring me with 
the laid ftatement,

mi ! -—rT      M inn mm ■■Iiimnan------------f

Hyder Beg Cawn, in reply.

You order a ftatement of the diftrift in Corah and Etya. I reprefented to you that you might, 
according to your pleafure, prepare a ftatement of them  from the former accounts w, i n a • 
had furnHhed yol. Twice have I fince waited on you; and, owing to other affaus which l had 
to Aate to you, and your commands to me, neither of us recollected this buunds. I laa a

' ' 81 ^
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on you to-morrow, and will prepare the ftatement from thofe accounts. Whatever is your
pleafure will be done.

Mr. Briftow to Hyder Beg Cawn ; dated 6th of Rumgann 1197, or 5th Auguft 1783.

I underftnnd by your favour of the' 29th of Shabaan, that a ftatement of the diftrids in Corah 
and Etya may be formed from the accounts with which you have furniftied me. The day before 
yefterday vou alfo verbally promifed to explain this matter to me. I have fearched a great deal 
after thofe accounts, and have formed the account particulars of Sbarah and Judeelpore, but can­
not find any for Corah and Etya ; moreover I do not recoiled that you ever turmlhed me with 
them in the form I required, though it is three months fince I have importuned you. It m my 
poffeffion, bow could 1 have troubled you fo repeatedly on the fubjed ? 1 he day before yefterday 
Almafs Ally Cawn difcharged the fums due from him in full, and the term for which he entered 
into engagements, on account his farm will fhortly expire, wherefore be pleafed moft (peedily 
to form a plan of fettlement for the diftrids under his charge. When matters of luch importance, 
and the fettlement of the whole provinces are in agitation, I fubmit it to your judgment, wheth t 
it is advifable or not that his Highnefs fhouid proceed to Fyzabad. Be pleafed to favour me with 
an anfwer.

Hyder Beg Cawn, in reply.

I have received your favour. I caufed two papers concerning Etya and Corah, containing the 
accounts of former times, to be delivered to you. It does not fignity it, from the multiplicity of 
papers, they cannot be found, as 1 have other copies by me. To-morrow I will wait on you.
Affairs of importance depend upon the orders of his Highnefs. The day after to-morrow is fixed 
for giving Maho Raja Surat Sing his Kelaat, and dilpatching him. I folicited his Highnefs to 
delav bis departure until the day after to-morrow. He anlwered, that his.mother was indilpofed, 
and his anxiety to vifit her prevented his compliance. He direded Maha Raja Surat Sing fhouid 
follow him, and his Highnefs would difpatch the Maha Raja from Nabob Gunga.

Mr. Briftow to Hyder Beg Cawn; dated the 15th of Rumzaun 1197, or 14th Auguft 1783.

No fettlement of the diftrids under Almafs Ally Cawn has yet taken place. The feafon is 
■ elapfing, and it is proper that this bufmefs fhouid be fpeedily concluded.

Hyder Beg Cawn, in reply,

I have received your favour. You are pleafed to dired the fettlement of the diftrids under 
Almafs Ally Cawn. I am obedient to your order. I will attend upon you, and teprefent all the 
particulars.

Mr. Briftow to Hyder Beg Cawn ; dated the 17th of Rumzaun, or 16th Auguft 1783.

I have received your letter of the 15th inftant, in anfwer to mine on the fubjed of the fettle­
ment of Almafs Ally Cawn’s diftrid. You have for a long time paft, on every occafton, told 
me, in reply to my requifitions (inftead of foiming arrangements, executing the bufmefs, and 
fettling accounts, &c.) that you will obey my orders. I fincerely wifh that the Vizier’s affairs 
were well fettled; and the Company’s affignments, on account of the enfuing year, fhouid be 
immediately afeertained, as both governments mull fuffer from the delay. I he relponfibiiity of 
what has happened, or may happen, will reft with you.

Hyder
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Hyder Beg Cawn, in reply.

* 1 ave received your letter. You are pleafed to write as if the fettlement of Almafs Ally 
*. .L diftrifts the execution of the bufinefs, the adjuftment of the accounts, and the delays 

.. V.U have occurred, retted upon me. Do me the jultice, hr, to point out the particular sn- 
fl .;;ces in which ) have evaded or delayed to obey your commands; You dire&ed nomination 
I f Anmils to the feveral diftri&s• they were immediately made. You ordered the accounts ot 

. • lts and difburiements to be fettled; i  ftated the Aumils representation, and informed you, 
tin- I would caufe them to he prepared agreeable to the Summa you might fix, and prefent them 
to vou You <li redded a reduction of expence ; I replied, that you had the accounts of the year 
, oo Fufiullv and wherever, and in whatever mode you thought proper, orders fhould be blued 
.0 the Aum:is regarding the Company’s affigmnents. T have already represented to you, and 1 
r wvdo that there is no obiedtion on my part in obeying your orders, at whatever time, and m 
whatever mode vou oleafe to give them. The Company’s affigmnents are a bufinefs pf greater im- 
in-rtance than any other: His Higbnefs alfots intent on it; and lmuft co.iiider my own welfare 

advantage as depending on the execution of the Company’s affairs. J. here is no objedion on
this head concerning a charge in Almafs Ally Cawn’s diftrias you delayed until lie had difchargei 
the Dm due from him. A  few days are elapfcd fince he has done it, and you ordered a change:
T'he period is not a long one. I reprefent to you, among mftances of fecunty and confidence to 
the Company, that large alignments were always granted on -Almafs Ally Cawn ; lus payments 
i-e mens regular thafitliofe of any banker, and he has invariably every year difeharged totueJaft 
f-rthinff Now that it is your pleafure to remove Almafs Ally Cawn, undoubtedly otl*r. Au­
mils (hall be appointed, who will pay the Company’s demands without giving trouble. A lift of 
tbs'Aumils unemployed, thole who are felicitous for employments, and a Ih.tement of the divdion 
of the diftrias under Almafs Ally Cawn, have been prefented to you; and I wil. exhibit to his 
Higbnefs the names of the perfons, and the diftfia to which you may appoint them. An anlwer 
r 'av be received in two days—that will not be a diftant period. I do not, in any refped, excu.e 
rb' [ If from the obedience and fubmiffion I owe you night and day. 1 am attentive to the Com- 
patty’s affairs, and my obedience to you. Whatever you have ordered I have obeyed, and now 
ev»r I obey. As a perldn in whom the utmofl confidence and reliance may be placed tor the 
punau lky of his payment, a cir umflance well known-to you, I quote Almafs Ally Cawn, 
when Ifpeak of the Company’ s affigmnents, which are an objeft prior to every other affair, ex­
cept in this particular, 1 do not recommend Almafs. Be pleafed to favour me with your n « -  
natior. of Aumils to Almafs Ally Cawn’s diftrias, that I may exhibit the fame to lus Highnefsj 
An anfwer w ill fpeedily arrive. My reafon for having afked your orders regarding a reduction of 
expence, indeed I now afk them, is this: In places where the expenses are regulated by cuftom , 
thofe you will approve, hecaufe it is certain that your attention is given to the preferring order m 
the country. Several perfons who, during laft year, have demanded more than is cultomary, 
and iv ifh to do the fame in future, wilt not confent to my arrangement; wherefore 1 ventured to 
folic.t your orders and plans. In any other fixation if is the duty of a fervaut of government to 
reprefent, to the beft of his judgment, whatever is right, as a well-wiflier. Ultimately, what­
ever may be your order fhafl he done.

Mr. Briftow to Hyder Beg Cawn; dated 23d Rumzaun, 22(1 Auguft 1783.

I have received your letter, in anlwer to mine of the iyth inftant, on the fubjedt or , r
Client of Almafs Ally Cawn’s diftrias— Thecbncife ftate of the cafe is this, that 1 entertain a d.l- 
pofition to forward the affairs of both governments, and confider a war _of worth ns 
wherefore I mutt afk, whether or -not you recollea my fhewingyou i.ie origin® tout pou .1 
betweenMahajy Scindia and Chyt Sing, anti Almafs Ally Cawn? It is evident therefrom, that 
Almafs Ally Cawn had cOftne&ed himfelf with thefe chiefs; and in other retpedts, by marching 
Lift year to Secundera, he gave proofs of his difpofition to withdraw hit aliegi u.ee rom h. 
Vizier’s government. As he had returned to Lucknow agreeable to lus Highvieiss orders, a  t 
you and Mr. Tolmfon entered into a treaty with him before my arrival at Lucknow,, in mi. 
think it right to make any retrofpeftion into his conduft, nor would I now Willi to c a • ■ 
the treaty, if he will relinuuiih the diftrias under his charge without tumult oi < 1 ur 'ai'5e* "
reprefented to the Governor General my intentions ofadvifing his.Higbnefs to dumb ■ *. ‘Va L-' ■:
Cawn, and I continued Colonel Morgan and Colonel Sir Jphn Cumming, to guard againft Alma's 
Ally Cawn’s contumacy when his difmiffion ihould take place. Whatever 1 have un erta en m 
this bufinefs is agreeable to the Governor General’s inftrudlions.—I have repeatedly w. itten to you, 
and I now write, that you make the fettlement of Almals Ally Cawn’s diftricts. Be pleatec pn- 

V ol. 1V. Y  vately

' S  §
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vately to form a plan of arrangement, and prefent it to me, that whenever his Highnefs may arrive 
it fhould be immediately carried into execution. In cafe his Highnefs’s return fliould be poft- 
■ poned, it is. adv liable, at the prefent juncture, you addrefs him on the lubjedt ot the prefent fettle- 
lttent of the countiy, and folicit that he fhould be pleafed fpeedily to come to Lucknow. 1 htfve 
Hated theie fecret matters to you without difguife, and I deftre an ahlwef, whether or not you 
will comply with my requifftion.

Hyder Beg Cawn, in reply.

I have received your letter on the fubjedt of the fettlement of Almnfs Ally Cawn, arid other 
ihatters, which you communicated to me as fecret. In this cafe I have replied to ydur orders, 
that I was obedient, arid I never addreffed his Highriefs on fecret matters, except by your per- 
mlffion. I am obedient to your pleafure in every bufmefs, arid at all times. His Highnefs- was 
this day to leave Fyzabad, and will arrive in two or three days. I am in any way ready in my 
fubmiffionto your pleafure in this bufmefs.

Mr. Briftow to Hyder Beg Cawn ; dated the 28th llumzan 1197, or 27th Auguft 1783.

Be pleafed to acquaint me if you have yet formed a plan for the fettlement of Almafs Ally 
iCawn’s cli'ftfiMs; as the time is elapfmg, the fooner this bufmefs is fettled the better. In my 
addrefs to you of the 23d iriftant, I a Iked, whether or not you recollected the correfpondence • 
betweenMahajy Scindia and Chyt Sing, and Almafs Ally Cawn? I repeat my requell to you, 
whether or not you have perufed it.

Hyder Beg Cawn, in reply.

I ’have received your letter. "You enquire if I have formed a plan for the fettlement of Almafs 
Ally Cawn’sdiftridts, and deftre I would prefent it to you. At all times, whatever you have 
ordered concerning the general fettlement of the country I have executed, and 1 never obje&ed 
to your commands relative to Almafs Ally Cawn’ s affairs, but reprefented to you that you were 
furniffed with a lift of Aumils unemployed, and the felicitations for employment, and I would 
exhibit to his Highnefs the nominations to" the refpeflive diftrids as you fliould be pleafed to 
order.-—To-morrow I will attend upon you, and ftate other matters.

Mr. Briftow to Hyder Beg Cawn; dated the 29th of Rumzaun, or 28th Auguft 1783.

In my letter of the 23d and 28th inftant, I addreffed you concerning the perufal of the original 
correfpondence between Mahajy Scindia and Chyt Sing, and Almafs Ally Cawn; you evaded 
shaking any reply. For the third time I now muft trouble you to inform me, whether or not you 
have perufed thefaid correfpondence.

Hyder Beg Cawn, in reply.

I a hi favoured with your letter. Twice and thrice have I folicited yon, <£ that yriu would
be p’eafed to direct what was advil’able, and it fhould he done, concerning Almafs Ally Cawn’s

. xt affairs.”

I never objedM to this bufinefs. In anfwer tb my repeated applications, you direfited toe not 
to addrefs his*Highriefs ott the fubjedt until the Annuls -were named. In order to relieve tnylelf

from



' ........ p

t f j l  < ., . <SL
f „ m arV¥ blame in this bufmefs, I  repeat my roprefentation to you* that 1 do not object, 1 w»» 
da whatever you order. Other matters I explained at our interview this day.

, :O V  i  of a Letter from Mr. Brlftow to Colonel James Morgan, commanding the Troops in 
the Field; dated Lucknow, 27th Atiguft 1783.

T’Jip l'priod approaching when I expeft Almafs Ally CawnV difmiffion from the diftri&S 
, u t AwboSv will take place, I tranfmit you a ffatement of the troops Under his com- 

l1!‘ ,et ^>11 their ft at iotas as nearly as I hate been able to afcertain them. I hope tins event Will , 
r i t m n d e d  whhmomh.; but I fumilh you with, the information, that every aeceflary precau­
tion may betaken.

S T A T E M E . N  T  of Almafs Ally Cawn’s Troops.

With wham. Horfe, Foot. Artillery.

HobahRatn and Sewarnm, Foujdars ofEtawa ' -  “ *
Shaft Afmiui Deen, Foujdar Ackberabod becundata -  4°0
T'akoor Dofs, Foujdar Shokrah - * *  t
Sntul Purfand, Foujdar Corah ~ j
Jeffing Roy, Aunul Pippand * * ~ . ’OQQ ,
Fluliure Cawn, Jugdufpore,' Ancune, &c. - . “ ’ 0 -
Mullein Buxlh Chelap, Foujdar F .uttypore b ° ° °
At Meak Gunge * * 1,400 . t,fOb 18—4 large.
A t lalgong - •* “ _____ ____ _______ ___ r-

4,850 8,700 40

With Almafs at Lucknow - ~ _________ 3° °  . ... . .

Total «• - 5,-oo© • fs-oo© 1 4»

N-,. B. 20 pieces of the above artillery belong to the Nafcdb. 
ac Da 1—, J>. — J> -*- Almafs.

T o  Colbnell Sir John Gumming, commanding a detachment on the frontier fh uofi— l  he fame 
^  as’to Colonel M  organ. ,

C O P Y  of a Letter from Colonel Janies Morgan to M r. Briflow; dated Covrepcre,
Atiguft 1783.

I have received your letter of the 27th inftafit, with the ftatment of Almats's forces; and I 
'•have trartfmitted, as my tnftrafiHons direQ:, a copy of them to the 'Board, and have requeued 
their in ft ructions on the i'ubjeft of them.

In
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Tn the mean time give me leave to remark, that in cafe the fervice of any of the troops of this 

flation is required, two regiments may be fupplied them. I fhall have only two regiments here 
(one of which is a broken one) which cannot be confidered as a force fit toa£f with on emergency, 
efpecially nstheilrengthofa regiment is reduced nearly one third by the new eftablifhment; and 
it does not appear that lean move the brigade without the Board’s orders, uniefs on a fudden 
emergency again!! a foreign enemy : But, upon a requifition for troops, I am directed to fend fuch 
a proportion as I am able, without endangering the fecurity of the flation; therefore, fhould you 
want more than two regiments, it will be abfolutely neceffary for me to call Captain Dennis and 
Alfton’s battalions in here, and application mull be made to Colonel Blair for other troops to take 
up their (lations; and you are not unacquainted of Colonel Sir John Cumming’s detachment being 
defig,ted by the Board for guarding and keeping in quietnels the provinces above Korah ; and this 
flation is more conveniently fituated to fend troops from againll Almafs’s forces, which, according 
to your ftarement, are for the moll part fituated not far from it. In cafe of any diilurbance hap­
pening, to march the brigade againll fuch a divided and feparated a force as Almafs’s appears to be 
by the llatement, would be putting the Company to a very great expence, which is unneceiTary 
in my opinion, as the fervice can be performed full as well by flrong detachments from Colonel 
Sir John Cumming’s force, allilled with two or three regiments from this flation, though there 
imift be two regiments here at lead, as it takes 500 men to furnifh the’ordinary camp guards; 
hefides, putting the brigade in readinefs will immediately fet the country in alarm, and luch a 
force as two regiments can march off always, with their guns, &c. on twenty-four hours warn­
ing, But 1 beg leave to obferve, it will be neceffary’ to have fome of the Nabob’s cavalry to act 
with the detachments fent upon this lervice.

' When Major Nicol’s regiment is collected, it will be fufficient, with fuch of the Nabob’s as 
arethcre, for quelling any diilurbance in any part of the country near him, therefore he can-re­
main there. .

There is one circumflance which I beg leave to acquaint you with*; that is, in confequence of 
the late orders for reducing the eftablifhment, there will be about 4,000 old fepoys di(charged 
from the corps now in his Excellency’s dominions onthefirll of next month, and moll of them 
maybe entertained by Almafs, if he fhould be inclined to make any oppofition, or raife dif- 
turbances.

Whenever it may be expedient to call upon me for troops, I requell that a requifition from his 
Excellency the Vizier may come through you for that purpofe, as I mud advife the Board of all 
fuch orders immediately.

C O P Y  of a Letter from Colonel Sir John Cummings to Mr. Briftow; dated Futty Ghur,
Auguft 29th, 1783.

I am favoured with your letter of the 27th inllant, enclofing a llatement of the troops under 
Almafs Ally Cawn.

As it is not poflible for me to judge of the probability of a diilurbance taking place in this 
country, in,confequence of Almals’s difmiffion from the office he now holds, I mull beg leave 
to remind you, that the force under my command will be weakened very much by the reduction 
which will be made in the regiments on the ill of September (viz. 200 rank and file to be dis­
charged from each) and by the detaching a force to’ Rohilcund. It would not be poflible, with­
out recalling that detachment, to carry more than 2,600 men fit for the fervice into the field. It 
alfo may be neceffary to reduce the fort at Etya, lhou Id Almals be inclined to keep poffeflion of 
it, in which event we fhall Hand in need of four 18 pounders.

I beg leave to fugged to you, whether it would not be moll advifable to feize the perfon of 
Almafs while he remains at Lucknow. The feveral bodies of troops, now difpofed at the feveral 
Rations mentioned in your flatement, would never think of affembling in one body if their 
chief was confined; whereas, if he remains at liberty, it is not improbable but many of the 
countrv people may join in an infurretSlion in his favour againll the Vizier’s government, and he 
may perhaps endeavour to gain the powers on the other fide of the Jumna a to fupport his caufe.
You, however, having the moll certain intelligence, are bell enabled to judge of the probability 
of tbefe events.

, M r.U
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Mr. Briftow to Hyder Beg Cawn, dated the 29th of Rumzaan, or 28th Auguft 1783.

You this day talked to me on the fubjecft of the fettlement of Almafs Ally Gawn’s diftri&s.—*
Mv advice is as follows : That fuch of his Naibs may be continued, who will in future have no 
colluhon with him, and who are diftinguifiied as well for their attachment to his Highnel's’s go­
vernment, as for their good conduft in the cultivation of the country; but it does not appear to 
me there are any among them who anfwer this defcription. Should there be any, he pleafed to 
inform me.—For a long time I have conftantly importuned you on the fuhjefi of the fettlem nt 
of Almals Ally Cawn’s diftridls; nothing is yet done: Do confider this as a very delicate ana im­
portant affair. I have repeatedly reminded you of it, and proteft again ft the rniichiefs and lols 
whith have accrued or may accrue from the delay. The whole refts with you.

Hyder Beg Cawn, in Reply.

I have received your favour. In regard to the fettlement of the diftri&s under Afmafs Ally 
Cawn, whenever 1 was ordered I did not object. His Highnefs was at hyzabad. I repidented 
that vou were furmihed with the Aumils names,, and I would exhibit a lift of thofe perfons tohim 
whom you might think proper to nominate. An anfwer would arrive in two days. .Now^that 
his Highnefs is here, be pleafed to make the nomination, and 1 will prefent them to him. 1 here 
is no room for reflexion or objection on nay part—I am obedient. You, Sir, are the magiftrate.
As you charge me. with criminality, without reufon, I am helplefs. Whenever you diredlme 
to do it, I {hall aildrefs his Highnefs.

Mr. Briftow to Hyder Beg Cawn, dated 30th of Rumzaan 1197, or 29th A uguil. 1783.

I have received your favour, in anfwer to my query, whether you had perufed the original cop- 
ri 1 poodencebetween Mahajy Scindia and Cheyt Sing, and Almals Ally Cawn. Notwhhftand- 
i'ng I have three times addrefled you on the fubjedt, you have evaded to anfwer. You write me 
other matters, I explained at our interview this day. It is very true, that you ydterday ver­
bally confeffed having perufed the qorrefpondence. My reafon for having alked this confeflion 
of you proceeds from the delicacy and importance of the bufinefs; and I gave you timely notice, 
that you might not plead ignorance, in cafe of your being pleafed to recommend Alinafs Ally 
Cawn.

Hyder Beg Cawn, in Reply.

I have received your favour. You write regarding the perufal ol Mahajy Scindia and Cheyt 
Sing’s letters to Almafs Ally Cawn, I reprefented, “  That on waiting oayou, I would afk the 
«< reafon for your putting the queftion.” I did i'o} and you were pleafed to affign as the realon, 
that it was to prevent my pleading, upon any occafion, ignorance in excufe. is this afting 
fairly ? As it is feme time Cnee you (hewed me the letters, why are doubts entertained of my 
objecting to this bufinefs concerning Almals Ally Cawn’s affairs ? Ten months ago, when you 
arrived, you faid it was unadvifable to leave fuch extenfive countries under bis charge. I repre­
fented that it was well, take them from him. The meafure was, conformably to your orders, 
executed in' regard to Ryzabad, &c. and you dire&ed that he fhould be removed from F.tya and 
Corah at the beginning of the year. I explained former tranfaflions to you concerning the no­
mination of Rajah N underam to Corah, Rajah Jaggemaut to Etya, and Tokeodafs and other 
.Aumils under Almafs Ally Cawn being ready to attend ; I alfo fully explained the reaions why 
my arrangements were let afde. 1 never recommended Almafs Ally Cawn, nor do T recom­
mend him; and on {hewing me the letter alfo, you {'poke to me concerning his difmiilion from 
Corah and Etya. I never objected in any manner, nor do I objeft. Let me know your plea- 
Cure, and 1 will execute it. Be pleafed, then, fully to explain why doubts are entertained of 
toy pleading ignorance of the letters, that being informed I may reply to them.

V o t .1V. Z g  9-  Mr.
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