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__'.:}?j‘/_’ge;m; Cumming a fecond tiine' on the fubjet, and have fecommended 2 continuatice of ¢

detachment in Rohilcund, as a meafure. abfolutely’ neceffiry at this periody both on account of
the defence of the country againft the Seiks, and to affift in enforcing payment of the Company’s
affignments on Mahomed Cauzim Cawn and Rajah Senut Sing : the former in particular, has
fhewn great dilatorinefs in paying his kifts, there being a balance due from him of one lack and
forty-nine thoufand rupees (Rs 1,49,000) exclufive of lait years balance. The fum total of
the aflignments on thefe Aumils is thirty-one lacks,

I have the honour, &c.

Lucknow, (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW,
26th Dec, 1783, : Relident at the Viaer’s Court.
Gentlemen,

I have been honoured with your letter of the 16th ultimoy enjoining me to be careful that no
act or permiffion of mine do, in any inflance, or in the fmnalleft degree, countera your direc-
tions given to Colonel Sir John Cumming, to ptevent auy emigrations of Luropeans from the
camp at Futty Ghur,

At the time Mr. MLean firft applied to me, it was in the charaéter of deputy boat agent, and
as fuch I procured him his Highnefs’s purwannahs for carrying on the public fervices

_ The bankers here not being able to give bills on Ettiah, I have written to Colenel Charles
Morgan, to know when, and in what manner, he chufes the money fhould be fent or remisted

on his arrival in his Highnels’s dominions.
Iam, &e.

Licknow, | | " JOHN BRISTOW,
2d fan, 1784 Refident at the Vizier's Court.

Gentlemen,

I had laft night the pleafure to receive from Colonel Martin a copy of his anfwers to the
interrogatories which the Honourable Board thought proper to put to him relative to the com-
plaints exhibited againft me by the Vizier, and his minifter Hyder Beg Khan, After having
given them the moft attentive perufal, I cannot help remarking, that thele anfwers, wletever
they are fupported by the perfonal knowledge of Colenel Martin, far from leading to a condem -
nation of my conduét, do, as I now humbly conceive, very ftrongly corroborate the arguments
and evidence [ have already had the hononr to fubmit to you, in refutation of the malicious
charges of the minifter ; andyﬁww clearly, that in all my intercourfe with him, it was my fixed
refolution to'be invariably and folely guided by my inftruétions. For the reft, Gentlemen, the
relation of Colonel Martin has heard at Third and Fourth Places, and from Third and Fourth
Perfons, as he muft be very certain it would not be received as evidence before any tribunal on
earth, fo I am furprifed Colonel Martin, under this conviction, fhould have put himfelf to the.
trouble of recording it; more efpecially, as it was impoffible that he thould be ignorant that
many of the fadts and tranfactions of which he fpeaks, to wit, the Adawlut, &c, had they even
exifted but in report, muft, from the nature of them, have been capable of the moft direét and.
pofitive Proof. I can as little reconcile it to candour, that Colonel Martin fhould heretofore
have liftened to, or that he fhould now repeat, tales fo injurious to the reputations of the perfons
whom they pointed at; when, by his own confeflion, they were for the moft part communicated. -
to him by the parties whofe intereft it confefledly was to invent and circulate them. I would
not be underftood; Gentlemen, from any thing I have here faid, to intend no further reply to.
Colonel Martin’s nasrative.  On the contrary, however lightly I may judge of it, my refpect for
the Honourable Board, who placed me in my prefent ficuation, and the attention due to my own
honour, which I confider as intimately depending upon my conduét in it, equally determine
me not to fuffer the moft diftant imputation to pafs unnoticed. I fhall therefore be as early as
poffible in fubmitting to the Honourable Board fuch an expofition of the performance in queftion,
as, I truft, will render this laft effort of the minifter to injure my charater, and impeach my -
veragity, by an appeal to Colonel Martin’s teftimony, as harmlefs and impotent as any that have
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recrded it To prepare this difpatel, mivl, However, requeft from the Honodrab
indulgence of a fw days; and the rather, becaufe my time is at prefent nuch engaged
f public bufinef, which cannot fafely be poftponed, ik Sl Vol ol

' e 1 have the honour, &c. A A Ul e

*' Tucknow, ' _ JOHN ‘BRI S T OW L vl

gf Jany 1784« : Refident at the Vmer’sCouu. :

gl

Honowrable Sir, and Sire, j
A few days fince, the Refident at the Vizier’s court communicated to me fome fufpicions he

had entertained with regard to the intentions of A]ma.ié.gili-g Khan, ﬂ:}ting, that he app:"ehqnglef.l
adefign to attack the magazine at Cawnpere in the abfence of the brigade, and to carry off the
arcillery and ammunition. Though T do not give entire credit to the information, yet, as it is

mot impoflible but fuch an event mwight happen, I have taken every precaution i my power to
tender the attempty if made, ineffeltual, ' : R

T have therefore, on the requeft of Major Maclary, fent twenty artillery men and forty lafears
to Cawnpore, to affift in working the guns. I have completed the field ammunition for adtual
fervices avd have allo ordered the detachment, under the comimnand of Colonel Knutfon, at
Parelly, towmarch half the way back to ¥utty Ghar, in order that it might be able to join me in
the. fpace of twe days, fhould an’actual commencement of hoftilities render a junétion 'une<
necetlirys ' AT
THave recommended to Major Macléry to crofs the magazine, which 1\ believe is already in

hoats, and the attillery, to the eaft fide of the river, which would put it out of Almals’s power
1o lay hold of either before he might be relieved by the troops at this place.

1 was averfe to ordering ‘Colonel Knutfon to join immediately, becaufe 1 thought i_t;u_.nig’h:

alarm the country, perhaps, without fofficient foundation, 1 fhall, however, hold the troops here
i yeadinels to march, thie moment I underftand there is a neceffity for their fervices bt

1 H:ﬂve-thc honour, &c.
(Signed) JOHN CUMMING, Colonel

‘.« Honourable Sir, and Sirs,.

M have been honoured with your letters of the 16th December 1783, You are pleafed to ohferve
wou lave received letters from Mr, Briftow, on the fubjek of fome complaints made by Mr,

o

UGeorge' 'Mdclean, in regard to the detention and plunder of fome boats and budge-

rows m the country of Sandy Pallee, reated by Buffont Roy, and the treatment of his people by’
the _‘Ie:nmedars, &, in that diftrié : ; '

Vo are forther pleafed to obferve, you know not who Mr. Maclean is, nor under what
authority he carries on any Cealings in the Vizier’s country, not having the permiffion of your
Honourable Buird to refide there; and exprefs your difpleature st his being” permitted to engage
in privite trade, not having a licence. T fhall give all the fatisfaction I am able regarding NF. !
George Maclgin, and the tranfaflion altuded to in your letter, ; ' '

. Mr. Maclean acled at this fation us agent for the boat contrator. Several months ago he
reported to me, that niany of the boats and budgerows fiood in need of great repairs 3 that he
could not procure timber J;uere for that purpofe, nor any where nearer than Pilibutt ; and srequefted
roy-affiltance to procure ity by giving him letters to the Aumil (then Cajah Ain ul deen '?(hau’).
1 informed him that my letters could be of no ufe, as no regard would be paid to them;
and that 1 did not chufe to interfere in any thing that regarded the officers of the Viziee's |
government, { A
-1 He then requefted my permiffion to go to Luckmow, which I granted him. On his return he
informed me, that through Mr. Briftow’s influence he had obtained a Purwannih from the
Vizier, and that Mr. Bnftow hed given him letters to the Aumil Cojah Ain ul deen Khan,

: defining
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.-f/#ﬂeﬁring he would prote€ and affift him in his bufinefs and purchafes. As the public fetvice di
" Lot require his clofe attendance, he had my permiffion to go to Pylibut, being warranted by the

Vizier's authority obtained for him by Mr. Briftow. He then proceeded on' the above bufinefs.
and, as he afterwards informed me, had his boats and budgerows plundered by the peopls of
Sandy Pallee. I believe he fuftained a very confiderable lofs; and T muft do him the juftice to
add; ‘that 1 never heard a complaint againit him whilft he was at this ftation; and believe him
to be both a quiet and induftrious man, and perfeétly inoffenfive in his dealings.

Many a&s of violence haying been committed by the people of Sandy Pallee, at the requifition
of the Vizier, I fent over a detachment to affit Buffunt Ry, the Aumil, in apprehending thofe
guilty of thofe outrages: but, finding the troops were employed in a manner different from
what they were defigned for, I recalled them. This is all I know of Mr, Maclean’s trani-

actions,

The Refident, however, has it in his power to give the Honourable Board every information
they can with on this fubject.

With refpect to impowering any perfon, whether European or Native, to carry on any trade
in the Vizier’s country, I have never thought myfelf in any degree authorized ; my influence
in this country is bounded by the centries of the camp. ~In procuring grain for the troops, to
keep them from ftarving during the late fcarcity, I have been obliged to write in flrong terms
to fome of the Aumils, and to fend out fome detachments; but this was not done without

repeated orders from his Excellency for this purpofe, the Aumils paying no regard to his

orders. :
Jany 4th, 1784, I have the honour, &c.
Futty Ghur. (Signed) JOHN CUMMING, Col,

| The following letters'from Colonels James Morgan and Ironfide to the Commander in Chief,
having been yeflerday 1eceived by the fecretary, were circulated to the members of the

Board,
To Major General Stibbert.

Sin
In confequence of Captain Scott your fecretary’s letter of the 18th inftant, I do myfelf the
honour to acquaint you, that, immediately upon the fentence of the General Court Martial
being publifhed, I gave out an order, direting Enfign Connor to proceed direftly down to
the prefidency. Inclofed I have the honour to tranfmit you a copy of a letter 1 have received
from Major M<Clary: it confirms my opinion of Almafs Ali Cawn’s having no intention to
offer offence to our government, or to create difturbances in the country,

I beg leave to acquaint you, that the 3d brigade arrived this morning near the bank of the
river, and will crofs over to-morrow to Bhardwar. They are to march from thence on the
following day; and the fecond brigade will march on the fame day, and take up their ground
at Bhurdwar, ' ’

On the 3d of January my Brigade will all crofs over, and I fhall profecute my march down
to the prefidency without lofs of time. :

I have the honour to be, &c.

. Camp, Muty Ranfhe Talha, (Signed) JAMS MORGAN,
31 December 1783. ) Col. comms 2 Brigde,

To Colonel James Morgan.

Sir,

I have the hanour to inform you, that in confequence of my requifition to Sir John Cumming
for a few artillery men, he has thought proper to fend me 20 Europeans and 40 Lafcars, under
the command of a fubaltern officer,

Mr.

—
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paties of the third regiment pnder the command of Licutenane Wroughton. O T
s force | canceive £ e nnecofry, a8 the Aunil docs not appeas o me to sntectin sy
defigns dangerpus to our government, : Kb SRR L

b T

T have the honour to be, e, s
i< W ey WA L T
27th Deer 1783, - Major commanding at Cawnporg,
A true C;':py. ; _
: (Sigp.ed) H- Lled, ! | y LI | ‘. : " ’
Seers to Col, Morgan, ‘ i

T

- To Major General Stibbert, -
$ir, | x _ 

The brigade croffed the Ganges to Allahabad the 11t inflant, and the fecond brigade paffd it
on the 2d, - ; ; iy

The hofpital boats aré not yet come up; if they do not arrive, however, to-morrow: 1 fhall
no longer wait for them, but order the brigade to proceed on the sth towards Cawnpore ; where
we fhould have been before this, had ot he delays accafioned by making the depofits of grain
at different places impeded our progrefs,

On debi'ver-y of tha inyoices of grain hrought fram Patna to M. Fowke; he obferved it would
mike a convenient fupply for the fecond brigade on its way down ; fo that the Company, at all
events, will not be put to any expence for that particulac fupply,

Inclofed I tranfinit a copy of a létter from Major M<Clary to Colonel Morgan, in confequence
of which 1 fhall order the ammunjtion brought from Chunar Ghur to be returned thither,

¥ am, &¢,

. Camp gt Allsbabad, * (Signed) G IRONSIDE
- 3d Jawsy 1784 ' Colts

M.xjmr- General: Stibbert,
Sir,

Tn my letter of the 3d inflant, T advifed you that, in copfequence of. an addrefls from, Majoe
MClary to Colonel Morgan; (of which [ inclofed a copy) advifing of their not being the final-
left appearance of difturbances likely to hereceived by Almafy Ally Cawn, it was my intention
to return the ammunition 1 had feen difpatched from Chuna Ghur to_that place.  But being now
informed'by Ifhmael Beg, and papers of ingelligence, that the Aumil flill keeps his:force collected
together in the npighbourhood of Rampoor, and that ke has been diftributing amanumition to his
troops, I have altered that intention, and fhall take one half of the cartridges along witl me, -
and leave the other half here for the fervice of the fourteenth regiment of fepoys; which I have
direGted, conformably to your inftructions, to relieve the battalions of the fecond brigade, ftation-
ed at ghis place nndy at Salhone. The, leaving ammiunition. here is the more neceffary, as the
guard in the fort of Chounde is corftimually threatened by  confiderable armed force o banditti
w0 the neighbourhood of it. :

The
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The-h.quitﬂ boats did not arrive till yefterday, when all the recovered men: were:changed fob
fch as were fick incamp, The troops were muftered to-day, . The hofpital has proceeded
on, and the troops will follow to-morrow, without making any halt, until they arrive at
Cawnpore, :

Camp near Allahabad, (Signed) G. IRONSIDE,
5th January 1784. ' Col.

I ﬂnll, ‘&.Cg.

Read the following letters from Mr, Briftow, to Edward Hay, ;Elfqﬁi:rc, Secretary, e, e

Sir,

I have been favoured with your letter of the 23d ultimo, acquainting me that you had it §
command from the Board to acknowledge the receipt of my addrefs of the 29th of laft month,
and to acquaint me, that having thought fit to tranfimit certain interrogatories to. Lieutenant
Colonel Martin, for his replies to them, they had been pleafed to direét Lieutenant Coloriel
Martin to furnifh me with a copy of the letter, conformably to the orders fent him on the 1 3th
of laft monthy You will oblige me, by taking an early opportunity to inform the Honourable
Governor General and Council, that hitherto I have not heard from Lieutenant Colonel
Martin,—The moment 1 am furnithed by him with the replies in queftion, I fhall rot lofe a
tmoment in preparing and tranfmitting my anfwer to the Honourable Board,

-LI_,hlave the honour t;: be, &c. LSS
Lucknow, L0 JOHN pBRISTOW; - ¥
oth Dec. 1783, Refident at the Vizier’s Court.

Hortourable Sir, and_GghtIenieﬁ," il ARG L ol e S T T T A
I this day had the honour to receive your commands of the roth- of September,: informing me
of the feparation you had thought proper to make in the duties of your fecretary, in the fecret,
and political, and public departments.

i A3 1 e R o7 ) g iy Jion

- Lucknow, (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW,
211t Decr 1783, Refident at Vizr Court,
Gentléﬁ'ien,

Having waited thus long in expeétation ot receiving Lieutenant Colonel Martin’s replies to *
the interrogatories propofed to him by the Honourable Board, as communicated to me through"
your fecrefary, ina letter dated the 23d ultimo, I have taken the liberty of applying to Lieu-
tenant Colonel Martin on the fubject. I have the honpur to fend you enclofed tranferipts of my
application, ‘and his anfwer, and beg leave to affure you, that asfoon as I am furnifhed with the
copies mentioned in the letter, I {hall not lofe a momentin preparing: and tranfmitting my anfwer
A0 them, )

1 a:ln, &c.
Lucknow, (Signed)  JOHN BRISTOW,
3oth Decr 1583, Refidt at the Vizr's Court,
Vor. IV. : N “YP COPY



COPY of'n Lttee froin Mr. John Briftow, Refident at the Viz urt, tol

ol Cofonel Claud Martin; dated Lucknow, 29th Decem 23830
PR e : : [ * e N 3 e I ; ! , ! .-: :I-”'I" I "'.'EI‘.': :
I beg leave to fend you enclofed a copy of a_letter from the Honourable Board, !.hl’fﬂ'“?l‘ their

fecretary ¥ whepever ‘the replivs o the intertogatories referred to are read ¥s L will be ob Jg%i! g

you for them, conformab] J to'the orders {ent you. 0 f

154

Ll e

i Colonel Martin’s Anfwer ; the fame Date, bl i o i

mity to the commind of the Honourable Board, I'will fend you copy of my aniwer to the inter-
xogatiories as foon as they are copied. i T

T have received the letter you have heen pleated ro write to me this morning; and in confor-

RO P S Vi o 14 e L
R S e . {Signed) L INEAN E,
. : by . Afiflto the Rest,

Livh 3 Yo e i b

i R * ’ Tl -
A 1
.

Gentlemen,

1 have now the honour to enelofe you my correfpondence with the minifter in reference to ther

conduct of Almafs Ally Cawn, ant thé fulpicions witich, in eenfeguence of that conduct, 1have'
been led to entercain of his fidelity, 'This circumftance I have already briefly treuted of in my
addrels to the Honourable Boiid, under dite the acth ultimo, it

X
r

Tlubmit to'you, gentlemen, wlo arein full poffeffion of the detail of his adminiftration, with
what propriery Hyder Beg Cawn flil] continues to force upon your reprelentative profefhons of
zeal and attachment, or how he can reconcile the pretended readinels of his obedience to the con-

ftant breach. of ‘your mo#t pofitive commands, A ftriking example of the’ oppofition of his

theory and pra&lice is now before you. Tn my infiru@ions, finder the head of Aumils, is the foi=

lowing direction : % Great care muft be taken in the choice of Autmils, T fHall not defeend to |,

“ particulars, bt enjoin one caution only as indifpenfably 'mz-?ﬁry', that no Aumil be appointed.
“"to a frontier flatios, without fiuch pledge or otherfeeurity: or compelling his: perfonal ‘appear-
¢ ance whenever required,*as may infure, beyond a doubt, his obedicnce and- fidelity 3 and
* both thefe, and others, whereyer ftatioved, ought to have the means of feif-protection, and

< tobé trufted and fupported,” The minifter WIItInG to me, in.explanation of the meafures he

 }

Judged advifable to adopt for the purpofe of afcertaining Almafs’s intextions; vpon which fubject
we hadalready converfed, exprefles himfelf as follows: ¢ And in regard; to t'l:: leteer from Al-
“ mafs Ally Cawn, acquainting you that he would wait upon you in the middle of Phoos with -
“ the arrangements of his country, I faid it appeared to me beft to write to him, encouraginghim
** to come; for, by the time your letter reached him, the feven or eight remaining days of
“““Phoos would be over. If he comes, it removes all doubts; if not, whateyer you order T witl
¢ execute, if you think proper smmediately to counteract lin o command it.”  Firom Whieh re.

<ital of his own words, it is evident, «that the precautionspointed opt and enjoined in the extract Y

ofmy inftru@ions Rercin above mentioned, although rongly and repeatedly recalled to the regol=
letion and abfervanceof the minifter by mé, have been ‘wholly difregarded by him, That Als
wnafs is left in abfolute pofleflicn of front ler ‘countries yielding anannual revenue of above fixty
lacks of vypees, witheut any' plédge or fecurity Whatever forhis obedience and fidelity, for his,
pct'!bnal-.'&?pcarance, or for ihe due performance of his engacements with govermment-——thit
<onfequently it is as much as-ever in his power to paule upon the ordérsof his Sovereign, and to
obey or refule the fummons that calls him to the prefence, as his inclination or his intereft may
dire@.  Since the effels muft now in every refpect be the fame, itis not, 1 apprehend,. neceffary
toenter mtoan examination of the motives that in thi¢ inftance may have prompted the minifter
to fuch anill.advifed. deviation from the prefcribed rale of his condué, To whatever caufe it is
attributed, whetherto'n contempt of yourauthority, to habitual indolence, or o collufion, Hydec
Beg Cawn is equally witheue excufe 5 and by fo much the more, as he was ‘well acquainted witly
the charadler, difpofition, and paft demeanonr of Almafs ; and thefe certainly did not inany {hapa
entitle the datter either to indulgence or confidence. To this wilfulnefs o foliy on the part of
the minifter, is added a mockery of the grofleft nature, when, under the convicton of baving,

5y his own management, precluded all poflibility of optiony hegravely folicitsto be fayoured with

iy
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‘my fimal detérmindtion, promifing to acquiefee inits a8 if our froation admitted of a choies of
xpedients, ‘and that to refalve and executs were alike eafy 3 yet, whillt he holds this language,
he is_perfectly convinced of the exiftence of a dilemmy, created by himfelf, which redures his
Prince to the difgraceful neceflity of teniporizing with the moft infolent among his (ubjels, ot
wadopting the ruinous alternative of ‘compelling his obedience by the fword, In the mein tiie,
gentlemen, Almals neither pays his revenues (a), or fhews any difpofition to. perform his promife,
or comply with the Nabob's démands to return to Lucknow, although the period fixed by him=
felf is alrendy elapleds  Before [ concluds this letter, I mufl take the hiberty to folicit your orders
upon the fubject of it; as alfo with refpedt t6 the feveral {pecial matters heretofore fubmitted o
you, i thus renewing my requeft to your Honeurable Board for the interpofition of your autlie-
¥ity to correch-the multiplied evils and abufes of thisgovernment, I troft I fhall be exéufid b ¥ elia
uecellity of'a remedy, and my own utter inability to'apply any whatever, il

" T'have the honaur to be, &,

o Lucknowy bl o5 JOHN BRISTOW, :
6th January 1784, i IR ) y Refident atthe Viaier's Courts

{s) Out of 48 lacks, 1 Jave (I;"nly roccived 459,000 FUpecs:

TRANSLATION. of a Lel'tm'_’r'lrc_al_n -I\'_T:r. Jobn Eriftow, Refident at tlie Viziev's Cowty
' to Hyder Beg Ciwn} dated 18th Mohurum, 1198 Heijira, .

It was ‘g‘w':iys cuflomary for Almafs. Ally Cawn to pay his kifls in advameey . This year
e does' not' pag them ‘when dise ; and, in comparifon with the other Aumils, pays but a finislh .
portion,  ‘This is aftonifhing, and gives me doubes of his intentions: e has carried off his -
effe@s, as well as the effefls of his dependints and their families, frem Lucknows and it is re. .
ported that there is a correfponderice between him and Mahajee Scindia, for which reafon | have
Wrote o you, ‘that, dhould you eredit i1, vou may refled thereon, and act accordingly.

'T\I‘{_ﬁNS'LATIQ_N_ of a Letter from: Hyder. Beg Cawn to' M. Jehn Briltow, Refident”
A at the Vizier’s Court; dated Mohurrum gth, x198 Hugeric,

i 'Irlme_,receiésd your letter regarding Almafs ' Ally Cawn.——Whatever you. order, T am ready
10 obey.——I fhall wait upen you toreceive your ovders, and will act witl al my éndeayours acs
cordingly. TN it SR : . ‘

T'R‘A,_N'SLA_T 10N of a Letter from Mr. John Briftow to Hyder Beg Cawn; 'dated
' i Mohutruin-20th, 1198 Hugarrie, { '

Lhaye received your letter in reply ito mine. It was the intention of my former letter to :
enguire whether you eredited thefe reports concerning Almafs Ally Cawn or not, that, fhould
they. be well-founded, whatever you judged proper to be done you would writs to me:. Nothing
«<an be fettled on a bufinefs of fuch iwportance, except: by a written correfpondence. It 13 ne«
<eflary, that you, who are his Excellency’s minilter, fhould <ontrive means for the fafery and '
prb'iit:&ionof is:country, and the colleGtion of the revemues, and acquaint me of yourintentions
by letter, . 2 YR Fardatye :

TRA iN*S_LATION of a Letter from Hyder Beg Cawn to Mr. J. Briftow, Reﬁdcnft ag
S el : o the Vigier's Court, ' '
'I'iynve received your letter regérdiug Ahnai"s'AIIy Cawn : Your Birkarn's and news writers

that were with him have communicated the intell igence, It is my bufinefs to enquire into a&'mrls.

] : ; It
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— Tt is the command of my Prince you fhould be the mafter upor this fubjedy; whatever you or-
d#r thall‘be done without v_.axciuﬁz: I will Wait upon you to-morrow to receive yourordess, which
ghall be ekécuted, ' <1 " N 0 :

TRANSLATION of a Letter from My, J. Briftow to Hyder Beg Cawny dated Mos
: g hurrum 20th, 1198 Hejery.

At our confultation this day concerning Almafs Ally Cawng you informed me, * That the
“ pews writers alxél"lturkarrq’s' of Rajah Poorum Chund, who yere conftantly pafling and re~
¢ pafling, had communicated no intelligence whatever relative to a connection or correfpond-
¢ ence between Mahajee Scindia and Almafs Ally Cawn, andno proofs thereof were eftablifhed
“ by them; that Zyne ul Abdein, the old and confidential adherent of Almafs, had three
 menths fince placed his family at Culpee; that, according to the actual flate of affairs, it
“ was advifable to appoint Lalla Takoor Daufs (the faid Cawn’s Naib) to the charge of the
 diftriét of Byfwanah, now under Ally Ackber, who had managed it ill, meaning thereby to
“ fecure Takoor Dals’s fidelity ; and that all together, with this new and his old dependencies,
“ he would hold countries yielding thirty lacks of rupees per annum Befides, I fhould write to
“ Mr, Anderfon to prevent Mahajee Scindia from encouraging people from thefe quarters ; that
“ Ifhould not mention Almafs Ally Cawn’s name, but write in general terms to Mr, Anderfon,
“ that the objet might be obtained without difclofing the fecret.”

"1 have thus ftared the fulw&ance_o{og; confultation this day ; apd:in cafe I, fhould have come

mitced any error in'my explanation of it, be pleafed to correét it.

“Whereas T had received repeated intelligence of the faid Cawn’s alliance,; and, confidering the-
affair of importanice, | apprized you of it, As Takoor Dafs will, more og,lefs, have thirty lacks:
under his charge'if Byfwana be given to him, 1 by no_means think; the meafure adyifable torintruft-
that amount to any “one péifon; excepting him, be, pleafed .to give Byfwarra to whaever you.,
pleate.: T have ‘wrote fo Mr. Ahd_erl"'n.\ The letter whic_ﬁ_ym_;. _prepared ;to. Almafs Ally Cawi,
at this jundure, Tthink, is'a proper one; it will be prefented to you by Moonfhee Mahomed
Tuker, that it may be difpatched.

'I"RANSLATIO,N of a Letter from Hyder Beg Cawn to Mr: Briftow, Refident at t
Vizier's. Court. :

Regarding Almafs Ally Cawn, Ifaid, ¢« whatever were your orders, T was ready to obey.”—
When [ waited upon you, I afked, ¢ if the intelligence had been communicated by the news
 writers ' You replied, < it had.”—I then acquainted you, « that the hircarra’s and news
“ writers of Rajah Poorum Chund had pot mentioned any-of-the circumftances” (I have their
papers), and remarked, that ¢ there might be perhaps an underftanding between Almafs and
“ them, for which reafon they were filent upon the fubje&.”—You confulted with, me .about...
this matter—I faid, " if it was true, whatever you thought was proper to be done, you would
¢ command 7 And, in regard to the letter from. Almafs Ally Cawn, acquainting you that he

would wait upon you in the middle of Poos with the arrangements of his country, I faid, ¢ it

¢ appeared to me beft to write to him, encouraging him to come ; for by-the. time your letter
- “ reached him the feven or eight remaining days of Poos would be over: If he comes, it re-

** movesall doubts ; if not, whitever you order I will execute, if you think proper immediately

*‘ To counterat him to command it.” ~ To this you were pleafed to ‘fay, “ you would write to

“ him.” “Fo yourquettions refpecting Meer Zyne ul Abdein, I replied, * That he had, aboat -
 fix months ago, when Almafs Ally Cawn was here, requefted a finall fort in the Era diftrict
“ to keep his family there; but not fucceeding, he procured a place for that purpofe of Balladar).
¢ Pundit, at Culpée.” However, his family are not there even at this time ; they are at Tick-
hory.  The dwelling of people in general is not at Lucknow; they are from weft to eaft in every
city andtown, It is never enquired where fuch people live: They follow their occupations to
diftant places, Regarding gaining the confidence of the Aumils of Almafs Ally.Gawn, I faid, .. -
mentioning ‘Takoor Dofs and the reft; < that there had been a correfpondence, and, if it wasyour
“ pleafure, I would renew it; that by the means of hisown people every thing would be brought
¢ to light refpecting Almafs Ally Cawn’s intentions.” I advifed, *to give to Takoor Dofs, and
4 his two fons, who. it is well kifown poffeffes- abilities, .the imanagement- of affaifs.” ‘This
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* was what T reprafented to you,, that glou--might give your orders ‘accordingly : # That Byfwana
 fhould he given to hin to fecure his attichmient; he will pay a Peifhky togovernment, Afs
%€ ter one point is gained, you may have whatever part of the colletions you think propst nder

¢ his management.” ¢ To write to Mr. Anderlan, deliring him to apply to Mahajee Seindia
- % 'to difcourage any of the people from his Lxeelletiev's "dominions from fettling in his coun-
€ try—to wiite in general terms ; for until the point was gained, fecrecy was neceflary : "That if
“any means were to be taken of counteracting, they fhould be applied with fecrecy and difpatehs
% however, if it pleafed you towrite in plain terms, you wonld dofo.”  This is what T advifed
during our converfation. Tt is cuftomary in council for minifters to offer their fentiments ac-
cording to their underflandings, and for their fuperiors to do whatever #ppears to them beft,
Whatever you are plealed to order, Tam ready toobey, Ithink it necefliry th acquaint you of.
every thing to the beft of my underftanding, Al the Aumils are alarmed that their fituation
may become the fame as Khauja Ain ul 1ier’s,  The report from far and near is carried to them,
that Ive made excufes on account of the drought, and is now inprifon. It will bé their fite nex,
fince nio allowance will be made in their accounts for the drought.  Whatever you pleafe to or-

der, regarding Almafs Ally Cawn, 1am ready to obey,

TRANSLATION of a Letter from M, John Briftow, &ec. to Hydé.r Beg Cawny-
dated 22 Moburrun, 1198 Hejery, -

Lam -favoured with your letter: Being in expe@arion of it, T had not Forwarded the lefrar’
which I had prepured for Mr, Anderfon and Almafs Ally Cawn, [ fhail ugw, agrecable to yout
intimation, difpatch that to Mr, Anderfon, and enclofe another to Almafs, couched in the terms
you recommend, of encouragement : Be pleafed to returi it to me, if it meets with your approbas
tion, that itmay be fent away, In regard to conciliating and attaching theofficers under Almafs
Ally Cawn and his Naibs to yourfelf, ' highly approve ; T have repeatedly apprized you of my
opinion of the inexpediency of entrufling thirty Jacks of rupees to any individual, and for-
bidden it, - :

The bulinels now before us, is the confideration of the means whereby the money may bs
realized from Almafs Ally Cawn, and the counteraction of his defigns, fhould he have entertained
any bad ones: The introdudtion of a conclufion not any way connected with the fubject ingquefs
tion, does not forward the bufinefs ; affairs are managed by zealous endeavours and loyalty, not
by contrary pofitions, anda difpute about words. . As you have intreduced acompatifon relative
to the tran{ictions with Khajah win ul Deeny 1 thall reply to it concifely, with a view of pre=
venting any opening to calumny before the Governor General and council,

Tbeg to be informed in what particular the good conduct of Khajahain ul Deen has been
certained.  Isita proof of it, that the province of RohHleund is reduced to the Jommaiof 20
lacks, and even to lefs than that fum; that it is in a flate of devaltation ; befides which, that the
- xyots and inhabitants in general bewail the oppreflion he has exercifed overthem? There is an
evident and plain anfwer to the terrors of all the Aumils, and Almafs Ally Cawn in. particular,
from the confinement of Khajah ain ul Deen : The diffatisfation and rebellion of Almafe Ally
Cawn laft year was prior to my arrival, or the proceedings againft Khajah ain ul Deen. I am to
comprehend it is advifable that the punifhment of a guilty perfon fhiould he remitted, for fear of
exciting the apprehention of other offenders.  The Aumils have colle@ed the mvenue this. yeat,
and do collect it, and will leave no balance in the countrys  Seeing and comprehending che fadt, 1
fhall not foregothe duty Iowe tomy {uperiors, and refrain from enjoining the punctual payment
of the Company's afignments, from any conclufion deawn by you. It is incumbent alio on yoily
fir, to afford me your hearty affiftance. '

TRANSLATION of a Letter from Mr. Jobn Briftow, Refident it the Viziets Cost,
to Almafs Ally Cawn, dated Mohurrun 22d, 11¢8 Hejery. &,

Your letter, acquainting me that you had inflruted your Aumils to.make the arrangements
of every village, and that you would prefent them to me yourfelf in the middle of Phoos, and
regarding your former punctuality, is received. There is no donbr of your former punctualivy,
1 am happy that you are fo afliduous in the bufinefs of the collettions. I think the fooner you
come with the accounits of the arrangements the better, for every thing will be propexly fettled ;
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be agrecable to the wifhes of your friend.

TRANSLATION of a Letter from Hyder Beg Cawn to Mr. Briftow, Refident at the

Vizier's Court.

YVour letter is received. Whatever I related to you, I heard from others; they were ot my
own conclufions, 1 will be particular in relating to you every thing to-morrow, refpeCting the
Jetter to Almafs Ally Khan ; if it meets with your approbation, you will fend it; the ftate of the
imatter will be known. Whenever and whatever you are pleafed to order me to, refpecting Al
mafs Ally Cawn, I am ready to obey without excule,

TRANSLATION of a Letter from Hyder Beg Cawn to Mr. Briftow, Refident at the
" Vizier’s Court,

Your letter, dated Mohurrun, 22d, aftonifhed me. By what reafon does my former letter
appear to you merely nugatory 2 Whatever I mentioned regarding the confinement of Khaja ain
ul Deen, and that people from far and near alarmed the Aumils, by caufing them to fuppofe that
the fame fate would be theirs, is not a conclufion of mine; it is the report of thofe perfons you
confidein, and whe wifh to alarm the Aumils, that they may refign their office: This, to my
underftanding, appeared improper, for which reafon I reprefent it to you; in return, you were
pleafed to write that it was 2 conclufion of mine. I am the minifter; to aét fo, is not my bufi-
nefs+ I did not mean under this veil to recommend either Khaja ain ul Deen, nor Almals Ally
Khan; I only told you, clearly and plainly, what others faid, and what appeared to me impro-
per. Had I known that it was your inclination that they fhould talk in this manner, I would not
have reprefented it to you. 7

Why have you been pleafed to apply the word loyalty ? The Englifh gentlemen who were here
formerly, and all the world, know that for fix or feven years paft 1 have adted for both govern-
ments, which are in reality united, with zeal. Whenever you will pleafe to judge impartially,

ou will not truft thofe who ate interefted : My 2zealous conduct is eftablifhed, and will continue,
? am ready with my life in the fervice.. Lacks of rupees have been and will be loft, from thead-
vice of the interefted; but thefe are to be imputed to me ; juftice is in the hands of fuperiors.
1 fhall not give my opinion regarding Khaja ain ul Deen’s bufinefs : They who are interefted

may advife whatever fuits them, Regarding the Jumma of Rohilcund laft year, fomebody has

been miftaken in their reprefentation, by 15 lacks of rupees; the deficiency has either been oc-
cafioned by the drought, or the mifmanagement of fomebody. The country is hundreds of
miles wide, and contains lacks of inhabitants, that are affli¢ted with a calamity from heaven,
Mahoined Cazim Cawn is a confidential perfon, and holds: fourteen mehals in that country,
Engquire in juftice what is the reafon of the deficiency !—You fay ¢ you are to comprehend
¢ that the punifhment of the guilty fhould be remitted, for fear of alarming other offenders.”
To punifh all alike is proper ;5 you have punifhed one perfon for the fame offence that others are
guilty of. They whohave pleaded the drought as an excufe, when it is not felt in their difiriCts—
who have been indulged with diminutions, and have been credited for extraordinary charges—they
are at their eafe employed in the colletions, and hold others in ridicule, They have this yeut
endeavoured to make the khreef harveft fall fhort : [ have reprefented to you that they were not
right, for the deficiency is not fo much. The money is to be colle@ed with pains. | related to
you that Neger Ally Beg, the Aumil of Goonda, refufed to anfwer for more thantwo lacks of
rupees of the Tunkaws; he however gave a bond for three lacks of rupees: And in this manner
the others would be made to give bonds. They who mifmanaged would not pay, nor will they
at prefent. I am fettling affairs; but you pomtout a different mode. Intereited people have
Hot fo much zeal for the lervice as [ have ; they extend their withes of a failure beyond their own
diftricts.

Regarding Almafs Ally Cawn, whatéver you are pleafed to order, I fhall not hefitate to obey.
Tt is impoffible to dilclofe the intentions of any perfon’s heart : if he comes, it will remove all
doubts, Thinking this a matter of importance, I have taken the liberty of offering my fenti-
Mments tigon it, in hopes you will afford me your affiltance ; that the. 'bufinéfs of both govern-

: Jnelits,

Lot the méan time you will remit whatever money you can; if you can fend a large fam, it will -

L,



-

i : mﬁkﬁ:amia-’mﬁt -united, beaccomplifhed ; and I may befafe from the calumny of the
hﬂﬁﬂ’lﬁ‘% and perform m;ﬂuty ﬁatisfz@pnlg. [ AR i O T

TRANSLATION wof a Letter from M. John -Btiﬂbvr, &c. to Hyder Beg Cawn
! : dated Mohurrem 26th, 1198 Hejery. |

Your Jetter of the 24th, inreply to mine of the 22d inftaut, I have received. T am furprifed
at underftanding its contents, which ate a contradiétion to notorious faéts : On this ‘aceount 1 -
deem it right to anfiver you in the moft concife terms, and a few words will fuffice, More than
three months have alﬂp‘igd fince I have repeatedly addrefled you, both verbally and by letter, to
realize the kifts, fettle thediftriéts nnd affairs dependant on Mirza Caffim, Mirza Mahommed
Hafim Cawn, &c, Younow hold a language indire€t oppofition to my conduét; that ¢¢ thefe
% Aumls are worthy of confidence; that they are confirmed in their 9ﬂ'mes, and look ‘at othets
« with ridicule.”” I confider a reply to fuch obfervations as totally uiclefs,

TRANSLATION: of a Letter from Hyder .Beg Cawa, in Reply to Me, Briftow’s
dated 26th Mohurrem 118,

I have received your letter. T reprefented to you the fituation of thofe perfons who occafioned
Tofles to government, are continuad in office, confided in, and ridicule others. You are pleafed
to fay, ¢ thisisan entire contradition of notorious faéls, and aftonifhing to you, I have re-
¢ peatedly direCed you to attend to the realization of the revenue, and fettlement of the affairs
% of Mahomed Caffim, Mahomed Haifim Cawn, &c. The replying to fuch affertions is totally
« alelefs,” My bountiful fir, many jult affairs, which are clearly a lofs to government, I donot
reprefent to you; from this appreheniion, that my reprefentations do not meet with your appro-
bation. You are pleafed ro tell me, that  areply to thefe is totally ufelefs; but in every affifir
which [ have flated to you, whenever youwill o me the favour to afcertain my reprefentation
in an equitable way, there will appear no deviation, That perfon who is the incendiary, and
mterrupter of the affairs of government, caufes lacks of rupees lofs in the Jumma, and in the ex-
travagant charges: He affords protetion to other Aumils, and is in your confidence: The Au-
mils you have fpecified by name, and fome other perfons, are all under hisinfluence ; The Aumils
who are his dependants, and by whofe hands whatever lofs hus accrued or does acerue to governs
ment, are gratified thereby in their dependance on him; and they fpeak their fentiments of their
hearts regarding other Aumils, and even wding the Vizier himfelf. I have not fertled the
diftricts under their charge, as you have direcied me, for fome days pafl, from the following ap-
prehenfion : That, in conjunction with that perfony every ene is intoxicated with fabricating
aerial tales and flander; and no perfon confents to take thofe diftricts, ¢ left, from verbal and
“ written calumny, difgrace thould ultimately fall upon-us;” and Lallo am apprebenfive.  Vou
are the magiftrateand the mafter ; Iam the ofhcial agent, Being helplefs I have reprefented thus
much of thefe matters to you,

TRANSLATION of a Letter from Mr. Briftow to Hyder Beg Cawn; dated 248
: Mohurrim 1198, ‘

This day we confulted concerning Almafs Ally Cawn; and, ro prevent miftakes, T committo
writing what pafled, The particulars are as follows : That we agreed, ontil an anfwer was re-
ceived from the fetters addrefled to :Admafs Ally Cawn and T ahoor Dofs, onwhem yvewdeapended,
angtfurbher meafures regarding the faid Cawn &o.uid be delayed; and, provided he did.not retprn
afatisfaCory anfwer with refped to the payment of his kifks, that his gaing away was preferahle
to his remaining on the prefent footing ; in which cale, petforming the duties of de altyy imme-
diate meafares fhould be followed to fecure the revenwe, and the peace and [afety of the cauntny.
Be pleafed to favour me with an anfwer, .

TRANSLATION of Hyder Beg Cawn's Reply to the farmer,

I am favoured with your lettet, Before this I reprefented to you, and I 8o fomow: thatd will
l’“ﬁ?fm whatever orders you may te pleafed to giveme. On my part there is no excufe againft
my
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obedience to your orders; you are the mafter and the magiftrate; if it is your pleafure; ap-
prize his Highnefs; if not, itis well. Whatever may be your orders, 1 will obey. In two of
our letters, the word loyalty is introduced to perfons who failin the duties of loyalty ; this ftill
is applicable: interefted people before now have likewife traduced me with various and various
calumnies, not atittle of which have been proved ; now doubts of my loyalty are entertained.
1 hope you will plainly fpecify the aéts in which 1 have failed in my loyalty ; that, being in-
formed, I imay reply thereto, Among us poor men of Hindoftan, this word is very bad, that
Chiefs and Princes fhould ufe it to the obedient, and fervants, without the proof of any crime.
Qut of your favour be pleafed to inform me, in plain terms, why you have applied it to me. I
will ﬂa{tle other affairs, on paying my refpecls to you. In approving or not approving, you are
the mafter. '

.
1

- :
TRANSLATION of a Letter from Mr. Briftow to Hyder Beg Cawn, 3oth Mo~

hurrum 1198,

1 am favoured with your letter in anfwer to mine: De pleafed to fpecify the perfons and place
which are in the ftate you defcribe. 1 hope you will favour me with the particulars of every
Aumil, together with the fettlement of the attual receipts and expences, for my information, i
am always ready toafford you my affiftance and {upport.

TRANSLATION of Hyder Beg Cawn’s Reply.

Y am favoured with your letter. You order me to give l:]/ou the names of places and perfons.
Before this I ftated the circumftances to you, and furnifhed you with the accounts: Again

agreeable to your orders, they fhall be prefented to you,
A true tranflation,

(Signed) ROBT GREGORY, -
Affist to the Restat the Vizier’s Court.

E XTRACT of Bengal Seeret Coufultations, 3d February 1784,

“The following letters having been received from Mr. Briftow on the 21ft ultimo, they were
circulated for the perufal of the members of the Board.

Gentlemen,

Inclofed I have the honour to tranfinit you a copy of a letter I have received from Mr,
James Anderfon; and, as 1 conceived the fubjeé to be a matter of importance, I informed him
of my intentions to make a reference to your Honourable Board : At the fame time [ called
upon the ating minifter, Hyder Beg Cawn, to point out the moft eligible means of preventing
undue exactions, and alfo obviate commotions natural on the afflembly of fo numerous a body of

pilgrims.

Mr. Anderfon having mentioned the exaftions made by the Subah of Allahabad, I requefted
him to afcertain under what pretences, and through whom, they were colle€ted. The Vizier has
repeatedly iffued his commands, forbidding any more being required than the authorized duties;
and | have fpoke myfelf to the Subah on the fubjedt. He excufes his own conduét; and informs
ime thereare, befides himfelf, many other perfons (particularly the Killedar) in authority at Alla-
habad, independent of him ; that he has enjoined his own people to avoid making fuch exactions,
and precluded every complaint as far as lies in his power.

I am, &ec.
Lucknow, (Signed) ‘JOHN BRISTOW,
Refident at the Vizier’s Court.’

« goth January 1784,
' COPY
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COPY of ale‘tteﬁ‘ from Mr. fames __J}ﬂ'derfbﬁ' to. Mr. John ﬁﬁﬂow, Refident. at the Coust of
P T o VR, the Vizier, dated Scindia’s Camp, 3d Januvary, 1784,

Bow Buckfey yefterday informed me, that Scindia had received intelligence of a vety large
party of pilgrims, amounting to 1o or 12,000, having reached Saghut, in their way to the De-
can, . He oblerved, that, having already made fo many applications for exemptions of duties, é
could mot think of making more, efpecially in the prefent inftance, where the amonnt was fuch

as to render it an objet of confideration to his Excellency : but he hoped that on this eccafion .

fome fixed and certain regulations might be laid down, fo that the pilgrims may be exempted
from the arbitrary exactions of the Aumil of Allahabiad. He faid, that although ‘the oppreflions
exercifed over the pilgrims there were fuch as bl occafioned grear complaints, yet he had realon
1o believe that they were unknown to his Excellency; who, he underftood, derivedy but little
henefit from this branch of his revenue, in comparifon of what it was capable of yielding hihn,
without any burthen to the pilgrims, if properly regulated. And he was the more eameft on

this point, becaufe the fame of the attention fhewn laft year to Sevajee Eetul, had induced many

Mahrattas of high rank either to proceed themielves, or fend their families, to make the pilgris
mage this year, From the intelligence he had received from Poonah, of other parties, befides
the prefent, which were to fet out on this account from thence in the courfe of this feafon, he
fuppofed that, including fuch as had accompanied Moodajee’s daughter from Nagpore, the fam

of the whole pilgrims this year from the Deckan would be httle lefs than 50,000,

1 informed Bow Buckfey, inreply, that [ would not fail to communicate this matter to you 3
but that, as yoeur own judgment, founded on your fuperior information of the fubjet, would fug-
gelt to you how far it was proper to make any application to his Excellency with regard to the

_eftablilhment of new régulations, that is (as he afterwards explained himfelf) the fixing a partis

cular affefiment on each horfeman, footman, palankeen, &c. T could not, therefore, give him
any affurances on this head, In the mean time, as the requelt of Scindia, in the limitel view
in which 1 am capable of confidering it, appears not unreafonable; and as I am certain, from the
intereft he takes in the concerns of the pilgrims, that a compliance with it would gratify him ex«
tremely ; I beg leave to recommend it Yo your confideration. . It is not, I underftand, his wifh,
that his Excellency thould fuffer any detriment; but only, in fixing the particular rases himfelf,.
it may oot be in the power of the Aumils to exact beyond them.

A true copy.

- (Signed) . Jo. NLE AV E,
Afliftant to the Refident at the Vizier's Court,

Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen,

In my lerters of the 13th and 20th ultimo, J had the honour t6 acquaint you with the reafons

that induced me to reinforce the troops left for the defence of Cawnpore; fince then, Colonel
Morgan iaving deemed two regiments and a battalion of fepoys a fufficient force for the protec-
tion of the magazine, &c. atthat place, Major Maclary has, at my requifition, ordered the two
companies of the third regiment, and the Refident’s guard, to return to their refpective ffa-
tions, ' R :

Stbfequent to my letter of the 6th inftant, I have received further accounts from Almals

Ally Cawn’s camp, of his having fecured a retreat for himfelf amd his dependants in Mahajy
Scindia’s dominions, and alfo of his elofe cofine@ion with that chief. Three days ago his Vac-
keel again left Lucknow, with aletter from me, explaining in general terms my fentiments of his
condut, and requiring a 'ﬁn?l Ifettlement of the revenue he propofed paying.

I have reprefented to you, in my addrefs of 22d ultimo, the diltrefs of the troops at Futty

Khur. ' I'now have the honour to enclofe extracts of two other letters on the {ame fubject, which

T haye fince received from Colonel Sir John Cumming. = I have the pleafure to inform you, that -

I have furnifhed his detachment with above a lack and a halt of rupees, and fhall {hortly fend a
further fupply. -
T have the honour, &c.

 Lucknow,: .. . {Signed) JOHN BRISTOW,
sith January, 1784 Refident at the Vizier's Court,
Vou. IV, 4P EXTRACT
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EXTRACT of a letter from Calonel Sir John Cummin%ta M. Briftow, Refident at the Vizier’s
: ** Court, dated Futty Ghur, 22d December, 1783,

We ‘h,a#é net a é_ay”s provifion beforehand, nor fcarcely know whence to pracure any fubfifts
ence; but what heightens our diftrefs, is the total want of money, without which I de nat think
we cauld march, however urgent the occafion might be,

EXTRACT of aletter from ditto, of the fame date.

Our diftrefs for money and grain is fuch, that never any troops in this fervice before experi-
enced. ‘With refpeét to gmin,gl know it is not in your power to give us afliftance, as the officers
of the Viziet’s government pay no getention to any letters from him or you, and have never fur=
nifhed one feer. {

I have to beg of yeu to difpatch Lieutenant Browne with whatever money you can furnifh,
however {mall the fum; and 1 have ordered Lieutenant Peché, who was gone to Cawnpore with
a detachment of artillery, to proceed from thence to Lucknow, and he will efeort any money
that may be ready there for this ftation.

True extracts.

(Signed) J. NEAVE,
Affiftant to the Refident
at the Vizier’s Court,

*T'he following letter, and its inclofures, received from Mr. Briffow on the 28th ultimo, and im<
mediately circulated to the members of the Board,

Gentlemen,

Enclofed I have the honour to tranimit you a copy of a letter I have received from Lieutenant
Colonel Knudion.

I am, &,

Lutkoow, (Sgned)  JOHN BRISTOW,
18th January, 1784 Refident at the Vizier's Court.

L

COPY of u letter from Lieutenant Colonel Knndfon to Mr, John Briftow, Refident at the

Vizier's Court, dated Camp near Barelli, 8th January, 1784,

I have to inform you, that I have received advice of a large body of Seiks, faid to amount to
20,000 cavalry, being arrived at Burrin, a place on the banks of the Jumna. The near vicinity
of {o formidable a body of thefe freebooters, with the rumour which preyails of their defi ning
to attempt an entrance in this province by the Ghaut, between Durana Ghur and the Hg:\rdn—
war, has greatly alarmed the inhabitants of the diftriés in that neighboqrhgq;]; and as Rajah
Seoocut Sing, the Aumil of this country, has in confequence applied to me to take meafures for
preferving the tranquillity of thofe parts, I have addrefled Colorel Sir John Cumming for his
inftructions regarding the advancing of my detachment; in the mean whife I have fent orders
to the officer commanding the Vizier’s forces to keep a vigilant guard over the Ghauts..

- His Highnefs the Vizier, Thear, will not be at this place before the middle of this month.—

When he arrives, I fhall wait on his Highnefs, agrecable to his defire, and inform him of every
circumitance which may have come to my knowledge concerning the Seiks and the other powers
on thefe frontiers,

It is with pleafure I here inform you, that the long-wifhed for rain, which we have lately had

in great abusdance in thefe parts, has happil y relieved the inhabitants from the fear they -wzre
under
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under of a famine, ‘owing to the long drought, and given a new and happy turn te the face of
this country. 'The price of grain in confeguence thereof is exceedingly fallon.

A true Copy,
{Signed) J NEAVE,
= Affiftant to the Refident
at the Vizier’s Court,

‘The Accomptant General not having been yet informed of the withdrawing of the Refidency
from Lucknow, or the refolution taken to accept the fecurity of bankers of known eredit and re~
dponfibility for the payment of the balance due from the Vizier to the Company, and of the cur~
went Kifts, and of the directions given to Mr. Wombwell; '

Ordered, That the Secretary do make him acquainted therewith.

EXTRACT of Bengal Secret Confultations, 17th Febrm.zry, 1784,

THE 'fp,liowéing letter, and its enclofure, having been received from Mr, Briftow, on the 6th
inftant, were circulated to the members of the Board for their perufal.

Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, *

Immediately on the receipt of your commands of the 31ft ultimo, I addreffed his Highnefs,
who was abfent in Rohilcund upon a hunting party, and tranfmisted a copy of my addrefs to his
‘minifter, Hyder Beg Cawn; copies of thefe, and ‘the anfwers I received, I take the fibesty to
tranfimit you in the accompanying paper,—The Vizier reached me anly ghis day,

My contimuance at this court now depends upon the Vizier; I fhall leave Lucknow whenever
’his Highnefs performs his part of the engagement, and gives me my leave of departure, In ordet
to prevent any mimeceflary delay or counteraction of the plan you have thought proper to qﬁpt,
I have folely employed my time, fince the receipt of your orders of recall, in adjulting the affairs
of my Reﬁgency, which ungyoidably precluded mefrom a poffibility of completing my obferva-
tions on Lieutenant Colonel Martin’s anfwers to the interrogatories, and will, I hope, be deemed
a fufficient excufe for my poftponing them, or any final explanation on the flate of your affairs
in thefe provinces, until I proceed upon my journey to the Prefidency.

I have the honour, &c.
Lucknow, : (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW,
28th Jan. 1784, Refident at the Vizier’s Coutt,

TRANSLATION of a Letter from Mr. Briftow to his Highnefs the ¥izier, dated 20th
January 1784, or 26th Suffer 1198,

The Honourable Governor General and Council having agreed to your Highnefs's offer, of
paying the debt to the Company, and the current kifts, they have in conformity thereto com-
municated their commands to me, and direGted that whenever Mr. Wombwell thould receive from
your Highnefs the ftipulated fecurity, to inform me of it, and I, and the gentlemen connedted
with my office, thonld leave Lucknow. I have therefore the honour to reprefent to your High-
mefs, that Iam ready to obey the prders of the Honourable the Governor General and Courcil :
and in the execution of them, agreeable to their commands, and from the long attachment which
is imprefled upon my heart towards your Highnefs, T fhall conform to your dire&ions in the mode
of relinguithing my office, fo 350 prevent as much as pofiible any interruption in the affairs of
jour goveinment.

L'/ N From
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Feom Mn-Briﬁuir-:io Hy'&erﬂeg Cawn, 21t January 1784, or 27th5uﬁ‘er”93

A copy of the Jetter which Thad yefterday the honour to addrefs to his Highnefs, I enclofe for
your information. X Gl ;

_ Hyder Beg in Reply.

1 }_ﬁwe received your letter; the contents of the addrefs you difpatched to hig FHighnefs, Aid of
which you favowred me with a copy, are made known to me,~It is probable his Highnefs will
fpeedily arrive, ' _ : ! L

¥

" From the Vizier to Mr...Briﬁdw.N-'. Received the 27th January, 1784,

I have received your letter, and underftand . uthe contents.. I fhall fhortly arrive at Lucknow,
when at our meeting all affairs will be concluded. 1 fhall acrive quickly.
A true Tranflation,

JOHN BRISTOW,
Refident at the Vizier’s Courts

The following Letter, and its enclofures, were received from Mr. Wombwell, ‘Accountant at
Lucknow, on the yth inftant, and circulated to the members of the Board; and in confequence
of their directions, acopy of the fecurity engagement of Lallah Buchefanje and Faqueer Chund,
‘was fent a number in the packet per fhip Lord Macartney. il

. Hondurable Sir, and Sirs, it i kit
/1 have the honour to tranfmit to you the copy of a letter Thave received from the Vizier, and
a trapflation of the fecurity (the original being with me) offered by the Vizier for the di fch_:u_fﬁe.
of the balance due from his Excellency to the Company, and for the growing payments of the

fubfidy, and other current expences. ’
’ Tam, &ec. il :
Lucknow, (Signed) ], WOMBWELL,
ayth Jan. 1784, ' : Accountant,’

From the Vizier to Mr, Wombwell: Received jth February 1784

A letter from the Governor General to me is arrived, in which, after expreffing his own regard;
and that of the geatlemen of the'Council, to my fitvation, he defires T will procure teeps from
the banks for the fums due to .the Company, ‘and deliver them to you. The teeps are accord-~
ingly fent to you, and you will therefore aé{ agreeable to the orders of the Governor General and
gentlemen of the Council. ;

TRANSLATION of the Engagement from Lala Butchrauje and Faquir Chund to bacome
fecarity for the balance due to the Company from the Vizier and for the current demands
wipon him. : * '

"The fum of one crore and three lacks and eighty-four thoufand four hundred and twenty ru- g
pees Sicca Lucknow, due to the Englifh Company from the Nabob Vizier on the balance of the,
year eleven hundred and ninety Fuffully, and for the fubfily of their troops and other demands,

for
<%




374 - L

for the prefent year eleven hundred and nincty-one Fuflully, according to the flatement adjufted
by Mr. Briftow—The faid fun we have made ourfelves anfwerable for, «Jeduéting fuch fums as
may have been collected on account, by Mr. Briftow : and whatever fhall appear to be due, after
deduéting fuch collections as may have been already made, we engage to pay in fuch man-

i ner as {hall be fettled by Major Palmer for the prefent year, to commence from the firft of Rub-
Hee ul Owel, and end at Bhaudoon ; and the remainder in the courfe of the fuflullee year eleven
hundred and ninety-twe.

A true Copy of the Tranflation,
ES AN,

Secretary.

- The Governor General | ajys before the Board copies of a correfpondence which paffed betyreen
Mr. Wombwell and Mr. Briftow, received from the former; by which it appears that Mr.
Priftow had hefitated to obey the orders which directed his return to the Prefidency, grounded on
{ome doubts which the Governor General is not fure that he fufficiently comprehends, but which
are exprefled to be primarily founded on the terms of the-orders which he has received, and which
he exprefles to be ¢ loofe and indefinite,” The Governer General; “to prevent further delays, or
elufion of the Board’s orders, moves, Tthat Mr, Briftow be peremptorily commanded to leave

"' . Lucknow, and repair to the Prefidency on the iinmediate receipt of thefe commands; dire&ing,
in like manner,. the afliftants of his office to leave Lucknow, and to repair to Calcutta imme-
diately 3 and that, inconformity with his former orders, he do deliver over all the papers, ac-
counts; and cafh of his office; to Mr. Wombwell,

Agreedl. (Signed) EDWARD WHEELER. |

To John Wombwell, Efquire, &c,
Sir,
1 have been honoured by the receipt of your letter of yefterday’s date, informing me, ¢ that
¢ you had received from the Vizier the fecurity offered by his Excellency for the difcharge of
& the balance due from him to the Company, and for procuring paywents of the fubfidy and
¢ other current expences.” The orders of the Honourable the Governor General and Council,
as they have been tranfmitted to me on this fubjeét, through their fecretary, diret, that I {hall
Teave ]{ucknow, ypon the receipt of a notification from you, that his Highnels has put into your
hands, for the purpoles hereinabove mentioned, The fecurity of bankers of known credit and refpon-~
Jibility; and in a letter, addrefled by the Honourable the Governor General to the Vizier, the
neceflity of taking the moft fpeedy means to obtain and deliver fuch fecurity is pointed out to his
Highnefs, and he is requefted then, and not till then, to give me leave in form to withdraw. I
enclofe you copies of the papers here alluded to, that the poflibility of anty ervor or delay, arifi
from a mifconfiruction of our refpedive orders, may be avoided; and as the one I have receivec
is {o loofe and indefinite in the terms of it, I am to requeft that you will either favour me with a
notification infuch fpecific language as will alone juftify me in accepting it for any notification
at all, and confequently as any authority to withdraw from Lucknow, or that you will inform
me decidedly that I am not to expect it from you. Arguingas well from the nature of any fuch
agreement, as from the terms of that which has on this occafion taken place between the Vizier
and the Honourable the Governor General and Council, it would be abfurd to fuppofe an inten-
tion in the latter to accept, without previous inquiry into its fufficiency, of any fecurity his Ex-
cellency may be pleafed to offer them for the performance of his part of the compact, As the
Honourable Board have given me no inftructions on this head, I conclude they have thought
proper to conftitute you the judge of, and accountable to them for the validity of the fecurity
now to be given by the Nabob. ~ I am thercfore further to requeft you will inform me whether

~ this latter conjeéture is warranted, and whether you confider yourlelf as fo refponfible to them ;
and if not, that you will furnith me with attefted copies of the engagements entered into by the
xefpective bankers.

The conjecture being of the laft importance to the interefts of the Honourable Company, en-
gages me to be thus particular, I am perfuaded that you will think of it as 1 do, and will, as I
have done, wave all.forms, and give me every poflible explanation in your power.

i.._udenow, A 1 have the honour, &c.
Jan. 28th, 1784, _ (Bigned) JOHN BRISTOW,
" Vou, IV, Q. COPY
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EO;PY»‘oF a Letter from -the‘-:_Secret,arf)r"of:.ihe Honourable the Governor Gener Iande’mncﬂ 1

" to M. Jon Rifiow, Refident ot the Virier's Courty datad 51t December 1783

1 tranfmit o you enclofed, for your information, by order of the Honourable the Governor
General and Council, a tranflation and copy of letters written by the Governor General to bis
Extelle’ncr' the Vizier. You and your affiftants will withdraw from Lucknow, when Mr.
Wombwell informs you that he has obtained the fecurities fpecified in the former,

TRANSLATION of a lstter from the Honousable the Governor General to the

' \ Naboh Vizier,

After 2 very full and mature confideration of the flate of your highnefs's country and govern-
ment, it has been refolved by mylelf, and the gentlemen ofy the eouncil, to accept of the offur
{fome time fince made by your higihnefs, of the fecurity of bankers of known credit and refponii~
bility for the difcharge of the balance due from you to the company, on the condition of the
mcaﬁ of Meéflrs, Briftow and Cowper, and withdrawing the Company's refident from your courts
?ifgn will of courfe fee the neceffity of taking the molt ﬁne_e:iy means to obtain fuch fecurity, and
to deliver the fame to My, Wambwell, who has orders to receiva charge of all the papers in
M. Briftow’s office, and to remain for the purpofe of keeping the accounts of payments made

_from your Circar to the Company; and it is my requeft that your highnefs will then, and not
till then, give to Mr. Briftow leave in form to withdraw. ~He will accordingly depart, and
retugn to Calcatta, and fignify your order to Mr. Cowper, and the other afliftants of his office,
to the farhe effect, that they may alfo return to Calcutta,

A true Copy,
: (Signed)  E, HAY, Sceretary.
A true Copy.
oo (Plgned) T, Bl
) Adlist to the Refident,

To John Briftow, Efquire, &,

Sir,
g 1 have the Lonour of your letter of the 28th Janwary, and 2 copy of a Tetter from the
Becretary to you ' i

1 bhave tranfmitted to the honourable the Governor General and cowncil a copy of the
Seg\iriq offered by the Vizier for the difcharge of the balance due from his excellency to the
Company, and for the growing payments of the fubfidy, and -other current demands, "They
are the proper judges, 1 do not i any mainer confider mylelf refponfible,

: : : I have the houenr, &eo.

(Signed) JOHN WOMBWELIL

Misi Statles.—Provided that the Governor General is fatisfied that the fecurity: given by the
Nahob Vizier is fuficient, I affent to Mr, Briftow’s immediate recall from Lucknow, asexprefled
in the Governor General's minute 7th February.

Governor General,~I am fatisfied with the fecurity.
; YT AL (Signed) W. H.
g -.
The
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The following Letter, and its -iEné.Iofurés, were received from Mr. Briftow on the 7'(1:
Inftant, and circulated for the perufal of the members of the Board. '

~ Gentlemen, . .

Sufficient rain has fallen in thefe provinces, as T have every reafon to hope will obviate in. a,
great meafure the alarming confequences of a famine; yet precautions againft any diftrefs
your troops may fuffer is neceffary; and T have the honour to enclofe for your information an
extract of a letter from Colonel Ironfide to me on this fubject,

Ifit is your pleafure that any flock of grain ‘be laid in, the near approach of the rubb y
harveft will render the prefent period the moft convenient, when it may be furnithed with the
leaft expence and difficulty.

: I have the honour, &c.

Luckirow, (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW,
28th Janwy 1784, _ Refident at the Vizier's court,

EXTRACT of a Letter from Colonel Gilbert Ironfide to Mr. John Briftow, Refident-at
the Vizier's Court: dated 24th fan, 1784. :

So unpromifing is the afpet of the country in point of fertility, that I muft beg leave to
offer to your immediate confideration the moft effeCtual means for the eftablifhment of a
magazine of grain, fufficient for the confumption of the troops at that fgi‘tion'for the period of
the dry feafon, The prefence of fo large a body of Marattas as you acquaint me may be
expected, will undoubtedly enchance the prefent fearcity, if means be not employed to guard
againft it; and I regard the eftablithing a magazine, as was done in the time of the famine in
Bengal, to be indifpenfable. The grain is to be ferved out at fived rates to each officer and man,
for themfelves and neceffary fervants, left, if Almas really harbour any ill intentions, he fhould,
by monopolizing the grain in the Douab, render the continuance of the brigade at Cawnpore
utterly impraéticable.
A true Extra&.

J, NEAVE,

Afst to the Res «

The following Letter, and its Enclofures; were received from Mr. Briftow on the 8th Ixi'ﬁ_a_nr,
and circulated. '

 Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, .

‘The frequent robberies and musders perpetrated in 'his exéellency the Vizier's dominions
have too often been the fubjet of my reprefentations to your honourable Board, From the
totdl waiit 'of police, hardly'a day elapfes but b am informed of fome tragical event; whereof
the bare recital 'is “fhocking to humanity: About two montlis fince an attempt was made ;to
affaflinate Raja Ticker Roy, ‘the aéting minifter’s confidential agent, but he happily efcaped un-
hure: Nabeb Bahadre, his highnefs’s brother, has not been fo fortanate, as will appear from
tranflations of two of his letters to me, No 1, which [ have the honour to enclofe for your
information, ' Althovgh my feelings are fenfibly hurt, and my compaflion ftrongly excited, by
the difgraceful and miferable ftate of poverty to which his excellency’s brothers are reduced ;
yet, fituated as I am, it is not in my power to interfere with effet. My efforts on a former
woccafion failed of fuccefs, and my interpofition now would only excite the refentment of the
minifter towards the ushappy fuffeters, in confequence of their application to me; from whom
alone, however,. they hope for relief from their prefent diftrefs, which, their near connection
with the Vizier confidered, is both fhameful and unprecedented.

_ That po regular courts of juftice have been eftablifhed in this country, 18 particularlﬁy pointed
“at in my inftruétions, as « the moft difreputable defect in his highnefs’s government ;” yet the
minifter feems determined on abolifhing even the fhadow of fo neceffary an inftitution, The

office
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woffice of Sudder ul Huck, as held by Molovy Moubiae, wasever augatory, bat now it is fupk
“in the loweflt contempt. The e;rginal eftablithment, deadequats a3 it was, is mouldering -
away, and the officers now attached to it ape literdlly ‘farving, as no part of their allowinces
Jhas been paid for above fix moaths paft : he himGlf has propofed to “relign his appointment,
/being every way precluded from a poffibility of exercifing the dutiss of it. e
. Thave the honour.to forward, for your further information, theenclofure, INo 3.-It contains
s relation of the bardfhips endured by the ladies of the late Vizter’s zenanay A A

1 haye the honour, &c. et
J . Lucknow, : _«(Signed) JOHN BRISTOW,
23th Jany 17844 ' Relident at the Vizier's coutt,

-
"

“TRANSLATION of aletter from Nabob Dehadre, bis highnefs the Vizier's brother, to
_ M, Briflow; dated 28th December.x783.

- Your own lervant carried you the account of what he himfalf was an, eye witnels to after the
seaftairs of Laft wight,  Thefe are 'the parriculars :=~About midnight my. sont received twelve
dtabs from a man, of which fhe died : T allo received fix, fueceflive labs, which alarmed the
‘people of the houfe, who fet up a fhouting, whereupon the allaffin ran of.  Befides being
without food, or sthe means of proyiding any, this misfortune has befallen me.. 1 am defirous
wf fending the cofin_to your ‘doot. Iris your duty, boti-for the fake of God and of Chriit,
(10 execute juftice, afd to cnquire what harm I have doné to the murderer, fufficient to defecve
adlaffination,. or even injury.—You mow ftand in the place of ‘his excellency ‘the Viziers I .re.

.gﬁéﬂ, you will do me jullice, “What can I fay more?

s k. Sa I1m allo defirous to fhew you my'wuug})s. i

Iy

TI[’.}om the fame.

: jth January 1784

: You have been duly informed of all the citcumftances relative both to the murder of the in-
. -necenty and my being wounded, as well by my former letter, as by the meflenger whom you
AHent to' enquire into the {kate of my healthy and 1 have every realon to hope, 'from your
known kindnels, that you will not be deficient in feeking out the aflaflin. 1 am ar thimoment
overwhelmed in misfortune; whillt the blood is flowing from my wounds, neither I, nor
smy childzen, nor my fervants, have wherewithal to ‘procure fuftenance, nor have I it'in my
power eitlier to purchafe remedy, or to reward the phyfician ; 'tis for the fake of God alone thut
he attends me, Thus Joaded with calamity upon ¢alamity, I am unable to fupport life; for
1 find no relief from my afliction, eitherday or night. Do you (now dtanding inthe place of -

my father) grant me frefh Life bydpeedy acts of beneyolence. . Pk

For thefe two laft years his excellency eftablifhed .a penfion for me of twenty thoufand
rupees, bur linever received the full amount of it, either laft year or the year betore; fhould
it however be paid me, though inadequate to my defires. T fhall ftill be enabled to fupport
myfelf,  From the beginning of this year to the prefent time [ have aotreceived a farthing,
nor do L expect any; though, if you afferd protection to the opprefied; all my withes will be
accomplifhed, 1'was defirous of waiting on you with my family, that you might be an eye
avitriels to their condition; but I was adyiled not-to {tit outy on account of my wounds.
Whit more can 1 fay ?

A true tranflation.
(Signed) RO BT HOLT
Aflft to the Refident,

TRANS-
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TRANSLATION of aLetter from the Nabob Vizier’s Brothers, Myrza Hyder Ally,
' * Myrza Tmayut Ally, and Myrza Syfe Ally, to Mz, Briftow, Refident at the Vizier's Coust:
 Received gth March 1783, ;

"The'manly and generous condut ‘of the tEx-:gli“l'h gentlemhen towards all nations is as clear as
zhe Sun at noon day ; fo well known is the favour fhewn by the Company, the Governor, and
- you, to our late father, and our whole houfe, that it is unneceéflary to write the particulars.—
‘We before this communicated to you, through Myrza Ifhmael Beg, fome géncral circumftances
«<oncerning ‘our diftrefs, to which you returned for anfiver, that you would caufz 2,080 ruj 0es a
anonth to be paid toeach of us, and afk us to vifit you. It is fome time firice we received this
~meflage, and we go on without any means of {ubfiltence, and in the utmoft mifery, entirely
aelying upon the hapes of your friendfhip. Apparently, from the multiplicity of bufinefs on
your hands, you have forgot your promife. Our fituation is not fit to be repréfented ; for two
years we have not received a iubba on account of our tuncaw, ‘though the minifters have anpu-
aily charged a lack of rupees, and never paid s any thing,— After all, we are the fons of Suja_h
al Powla,—1t is furprifing, having fuch a friend as you, our fituation is arrived at that pafs,
* that wethould be in diftrefs for dry bread and cloaths, Whereas, 4s you have done inany genérons
adts, be pleafed fo to fhew us your favour, that by fome means we may réceive our allowances
from the Company’s treafury, and not be obliged to depend upon and folicit others for it.  We
= bope you will graut us a favourable anfwer through Mr, Cowper.

From Myrza Hyder Ally, Myrza Emayut Ally, and Myrza Syfe Ally, t6 Mr, Cowper:
Received 1oth March, 1783, ' ‘

‘We have, through your favour, reccived Mr. Briftow’s anfwer; it has been thowfands of a
thoufand caufes of fatistadtion to us.—May the everlalting God, in the pueity of his gloty,
.preferve health to you, who have thewn us all this favour, —=Qur pens fail in exprefing our
- gratitude.—We are now perfeétly fatisfied that from your favour we fhiall receive our allow-

-.ances, month by month : For inftance, the Gomoltah of Rajah Ticket Roy fent us an order en
the houfe of Lalla Buchagie for the fums -of 2,000 rupees each.—We hope you will apply in
our narnies to the Refident, that our penfions may be granted us from the Company’s treafury,

_in the fame manner as that of our brother Saadut Ally: we alfo reprefented this matter to the
Refident.—Whereas the perfon who brought your letter to us was a Burgally, and Hircarras
_from the prefence watch us; likewife we are under great fear from the Nabob Visier, and the -
people in. his court, left they fhould be informed of our having any dependance on the Englith
gentlemen, whereby an injury might be done us: we therefore requeft, that if you have an In-
doftan Moonfhy, as undoubtedly will be the cafe, he may be employed in out negociations.
Hindoftannies paffing will not be regarded, and nobody will ‘be informed thereby.—As you have
favoured us with your friendfhip, you will fhew it by not difclofing our fecret; until we have

_an intetyview with the Refident, and oblige us by delivering the enclofed letter to him.

True Copies,

(Signed) O NEAVE
Affiftt to the Refident,

TRANSLATION of a Paper of Intelligence from Fyzabad.

The ladies, their attendants, and fervants were f#ill as clamorous as laft night. Latafut the
Droga went to them, and remonftrated with them on the impropriety of their conduét, at the
fame time affuring them, that in a few days ‘all their allowances would be paid; and fhould
thiat not be the cafe, he would advance them ten days fubfiftence, upon condition that they re-
turned to their habitations: none of them however confented to his propofals, but were ftill

intent upon making their efcape through the Bazar; and in confequence formed themfelves in
Vor. IV, R the

Jl
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“2he following order ;—The children in the front, behind them the ladies of the feraglio, and be=
hind them again their attendants ; but their intentions were fruftrated by the oppofition which
they met with from Latafut's fepoys. '

g

The next day Latafut went twice to the women, and ufed his endeavours to make them re-
‘tarn into the Zanana, promifing to advance them 10,000 rupees, which, npon the money heing
~ puid down, they agreed to comply with; but night coming on, nothing tranfpired, '

On the day following their clamours were more violent than nfuali—Latafut went to confer

with them on the bufinefs of yeflerday, effering the {ame terms; depending on the fidelity ot -

hig promijes, they confented to return to their apartments, which they accordingly did, except
two or three of ‘the ladies, and moft of their attendants.—Latafut then went to Hofhmuyid
Ally Cawn to confult with him about what means they fhould take; they came to a refolution
ot (g;'iviug them in hy force, and gave orders to their fepoys to beat any one of the women who
fhould attenpt to move forward.—The fepoys accordingly aflembled, and each one being’ pro-
vided with a bludgeon, they drove them by dint of beating into the Zennana. The women feeing
the treafurer of Latafut, proceeded to throw ftones and bricks at the fepoys, tnd again attempted
to get out; but finding that impoffible from the gates being (hut, they kept a continual dif-
charge till about 12 o'clock, when, finding cheir fituation defperate, they retired into the Rung
Mahal, and forced their way from thence into the palace, and difperfed themfelves about the
houfe and gardens : after this they were defirous of getting into the Begum’s apartments, but
fhe being apprized of their intentions, ordered the doors to be fhut, In the mean time Latafut
and Col'ﬁmnnd Ally Khan pofted centries to fecure the gates of the Leiler Mahal, During the
whole of this confli¢t, the ladies and women remained expoled to the view of the fepoys, The
Beguin then fent for Latafut and” Hofhmund "Ally Khan, whom fhe feverely reprimanded, and
infilted upon knowing the caufe of this infamols behaviour. They pleaded in their defence,
the impoffibility of helpingit, as the treatment the women had met with had ouly been con=
_formably to his Excellency the Vizier's orders. The Begum alledged, that even admitting that
the Dabob had given thefc orders, they were by no means autherized in this manner to dilgrace
the faniily of Sujah Dowlah; and fhould they not receive their allowances for a day or two,
it could be of no great moment : what had paffed was now at an end, but that the Vizier fhould
certainly be acquainted with the whole of the affair, and that whatever he direGted fhe fhould
implicitly comply with, The Begam then fent for two of the children who were wounded in
tha affray of laft night, and, after endeavouring to footh them, fhe fent again for Latafut and
Fulmund Ally Khan, and in the prefence of the children again exprefied her difapprobation of
their condu £, and the improbability of Afoph ul Dowlah's luffering the ladies and children of
Sujah Dowlah to be difgraced, by being expoled to the view of the rabble: upon which Latafut
produced the letter from the Nabob, reprefenting that he was amenable only o the order of
his Excellericy. and ‘that whatever he ordered it was his duty to obey; and that had the ladies
thought proper to have retired quietly 'into theit apartments, he would not have ufed the
‘means he had taken to compel them,—The Begum again obferved, that what had pafled was now
over j—fhe then gave the children 4,00 rupees, and difimiffed them, and fent word by Sumrud
‘and the other cunuchs, that if the ladies would peaceably retire to their apartments, Latafut
would fupply them with 3’ or 4,000 rupees for rheir’prefent expences, and recommended to them
pot to incur-any further difgrace; and that if they did not think proper to aét agreeable to her
directions, they woulddo wrong, The ladies followed her advice, and about 10 at night went
hack into the Zenmana ~~"The next morning the Begum waited upon the mother of Sujah Dowlah
and related to her all the circumitances of the difturbance, The mother of Sujah Dowlah re-
turned for anfwer, that after there being no account kept of crores of revenue, {he was not fur-
prized that the family of Sujalt Dowlah, in their endeavours to procure fubfiftence, thould be
obliged to expofe themiclves to the meineft of people. After bewailing their misfortunes, and
ihedding many tears, the Begum taok her leave and returned home,

A true tranflation,

(Signed) RO B BRI HE
AL o the Refidr.

R
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The ﬁalinwig'g letter, and its enclofures, were received from Mr, Wombwell on the gth inflant,

.._‘
kL

. To Edward Hay, Efquire, Secretary, \ 2 APSHEN

.Sir, ¢ y 4 iy
1 bég--'yo'u will do me the favour to prefent to the Honourable the Governor General and

Council the enclofed copy of a correfpondence between Mr. Briftow and me.

In my letter of 28th Janvary, T acquaint Mr. Briftow that I have received from the Vigier
the fecurity offered by his Excellency; that I have tranfmitted a copy of it to the Board ;
that the Governor General and Council are the proper judges ; and that [ confider myfelf ta be

without refpontibility.

1n my letter of the 2gth January, I venture to mention to Mr. Britow my opinion of the
credit of the bankers; and I have informed him of their names, that, fhould his fentimenty
differ from miue, be might act accordingly. .
Lucknow, 1 have the honour, &c. |
20th January 1784 | (Signed) ~JOHN WOMBWELL,

To John Briftow, Efquire, &c.

Sir,

_ T have the honour to inform you, that I have' received from the Vizier the fecority offered
By his Excellency for the difcharge of the balance due from him to the Company, for the
growing payments of the fubfidy, and current expences.

I am, &e.

24th Jany (Signed) JOHN WOMBWELL,
133.3. \ Acctn

To John Wombwell, Elquil:e, &cu

g I
Siry . : .
1 have been honoured. by the receipt of your letter of yefterday’s date, informing me, that
ou had received from the Vizier the fecutity offered by his Excellency for the difcharge of the
alance due from him to the Company, and for procuring payments of the fubfidy, and othet
current expences,  The orders of the Honourable the Governor General and Councily as they
have been tranfmitted to me o this fubje@ through their fecretary, direct that 1 fhall leave
Lucknow upon the receipt of a notification from you, that his Highaefs has put into your
hands, for the purpofes above-mentioned, the fecurity of bankers of known credit and refponfibility 3
and in a letter addreffed by the Hopourable Ciovernor General to the Vizier, the neceflity of
taking the moft fpeely means to obtain and deliver fuch fecurity is pointed out to his High-
nefs, and he is requefted sben, and not till then, to give me leave in form to withdraw. I en-
clofe you copies of the papers here alluded to, that the poffibility of any error or delay, arifing
from 4 mifconftrution of vur refpective orders, may be avoided; and as the one I have received
is {o loofe and indefinite in the terms of it, 1 am to requeft that you will either favour me
with a notification in fuch fpecific language as will alone juftify me in accepting it for any
notification at all, and confequently as any authority to withdraw from Lucknow; or that you
will inform me decidedly that I af not to exped it from you. Arguing, as well from the
pature of any {uch agresment, as from the terms of that which has on this occafion taken place
between the Vizier and the Honourable the Governor General and Council, it would be abfurd
to fuppole an intention in the latter, to accept, without previous enquiry into its fufiiciency,

of
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~of dny fecurity his Excellency may be pleafed to offer them for the performance of his part of
- the compact. ~ As the Honourable Board have given me no inftructions on this head, I conclude

that they have thought proper to conftitute you to be judge of, and accountable to them for

the validity of the fecurity now to be given z the Nabob. I am therefore further to requaft

you will inform me, whether this latter conje€ture is warranted, andwhether you confider your-

felf as fo refponfible to them; and if not, that you will furnifh me with aticfled copies of the

-engagements entered into with the refpective bankers.

The Conjuncture being of the laft importance to the interefts of the Honourable Company,
engages me to be thus particular. [ am perfuaded, Sir, you will think of it as I do, and willy
8s 1 have slone, wave all forms, and -gi-\re me every poffible explanation in your power, .

I 1 h,a_vé the honour, &c.
Lucknow, . (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW,.
" 4Bth January, : Ay Refident,

To John Briftew, Ef_quir'e, Reflident, &c.
Sir,

T have the honour of your letter of 28th January, and the copy of a letter. from the fecretary
%o you. 1 have tranfmitted to the Honourable the Governor General and Council a copy of the
decurity offered by the Vizier for the difcharge of the balance due from his Excellency to the
Company, and for the growing payments of the fubfidy, and other current expences. They
are the proper judges; I do not in any manner confider myfelf refponfible.

I have the honour, &c.

28th Janry
1784s ) ; {Signed) JOHN WOMBWELL.
To John Wombwell, &c.
Sie, :

Your letter of this morning leaves me in the fame flate of uncertainty as before, with refpe®
to the nature of the fecurity you have received from the Vizier for the difcharge of the balance
<due from his Highnefs to the Company, and for the growing payments of the fubfidy, and
other current expences. The orders of the Honourable Governor General and Council, con=
veyed to me through their feeretary, are (as [ have fhewn by the enclofures in my former
letter to you) exprefs, to wait a fpecific notification from you, that the fecurity of bankers of known
eredit_and refponfibility has, for the purpofes herein above mentioned, "been delivered to ‘you by
the Vizier. You mult confequently be fenfible I cannot accept any notification in lefls explicit
terms, as an authority either for my departure, or the withdrawing the Relidency. L muft
therefore once again afk you, whether you mean, by what you have now faid, to give fuch
Jpecific natification. T entreat you, Sir, to fimplify your anfiwer, that I may not, by my prefence,
furnifh. to the minifers of this court, a plea for the violation of the agreement which has
thken place between his Highnefs the Nabob, and the Honourable Governor General and
‘Council, :

I have the honour, &c.

Lucknow, Wednefday (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW,

28th Jan. 1784. Refidents

To.

b
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 To John Beiftars, Blquire, &e.

1 received your fetter gt tavelve o'clock Taft nights T have kad the honour &f aeguhintig |
that I have L@im&- frof the Vizier the Security offered by his 'Eicc&l’éncj‘,?gﬁg iﬁiﬁ% gog
tranfmitred a copy of it to the Honourable the Governor General and Council, R

1 have complied, as far as it hias béen in miy powen With the diredion of the iéc‘rvtk’ry

g Yhint AT I amy, & : i
i Genet) . WOMBWELE

"The following letter having been received from Mr. Briftow, tht: board were iﬁﬂf&ﬂ té refolée,
that Captain Norman Macleod fhould continue in his command at Lucknow, until the arsival
of thé Honoutable the Goverrior General at that place,

 Gentlenien, i _ . _

. The Refident’s guard; wunder Captain Norman Macleod, rmsg;. fréi t'h@ attention
aﬁilﬁg of that officer, bean renderéd a well-difciplined and réfpeQable torps, drid yout Hordur-
able Board being filent concerning it in your dire€tions for withdrawing the Refidency, and as
the leaving thefe troops without any officer to ¢omaiaid them would be a meafure unadyileable
anﬁ irregular, 1 fhall requeft Captain Macleod to continue in the command until your pleafure
15 knowis 40 [ -'

I have the honour, &c.

Lucknow, (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW,
30th Jany 1784, ; Refident.

1

“The Neptune Packet being ready to take her departure for Bufforah, a general letter to
the Honourable Court of Directors was difpatched on the gth inftant, in duplicate to the
Refident, to be tranfmitted over land,

On the fame day, « general letter was difpatched to the Honourable the Court of Dire&tors,
o0 go by the fhip Lord %/I:c;mne ye

! {;Thc following letter, and its enclofures, were reccived from Mr. Wombwell on the 1cth
nitant,.

To Edward Hay, Efquire, Secretary.

I take the liberty of tranfmitting the copy of a letter which I have received from Mr.
Brifiow, together with the enclofures contained in it, which I requeft you will lay before the
Honourable Board, «

1 have the honour, &c.

Lucknow, _ (Signed) JOHN WOMBWELL,
314t Jany 1784 : Accouritants
Vor IV. 5 70
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To John Wombwell, Efquire, &c.

Sir, -
I have received your letter of yefterday’s date, afferting that Lalla Faquir ‘Chund and

Lalla Butchrauje, the fecurities offered by his Highnefs, are bankers of known credit and
refponfibility.

I now have the honour to refer you to the enclofure, No. 1, for an eftimate of the Com-
spany’s claims upon the Vizier, brought up to the 31t of January, 1784. For your informa-
tion I tranfmit you No. 2, a tranflation of my bond to certain bankers for a loan of Lucknow
Sicca Rupeses, l%venteen lacks and forty thoufand, borrowed on the conditions more fully ex-
plained in my addrefs to the Board of the 8th of June, 1783. Three lacks, feventy-eight thou-
fand, nine hundred and forty-four rupees, eight annas, and fix pice have been in part paid,
which leaves a fum of thirteen lacks, fixty-one thoufand and fifty-five rupees, feven annas, and
fix pice due on that account, exclufive of intereft, for which three lacks are fpecified in the
eftimate, and forms part of the claims on the Vizier. '

The Paper, No. 3, is an eftimate of the current demands on the treafury. I have addrefled
the Vizier'’s minifter, Hyder Beg Khan, fully on the fubject of his accounts, particularly re-
quefting he would fupply the paymafter with the fum of Sonaut Rupees one lack, for the pay-
ment of Colonel Charles Morgan’s detachment, without delay, as the Colonel will very fhortly
arrive at Etaya, the place where he has defired me to remit the money. In making this pay-
ament, 1 obey the orders of the Governor General and Council.

I have the honour, &c,

_ Lucknow, (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW,
" goth Jan, 1784 Refident.
ESTIMATE
/4
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ES TIMATE of Claims upon his Excellency the Nabeb Vizier, on Account oFthe-Honov:-‘
~ " able Company, from the 1/t of Fcbruaty, to the end of the Fuffullec Year tigr,

i

Balance due by his Excellency, the 3ift - .
]anu'a!y,-iiq. sl A i b e — 51,02,165 13 1x

P Army Subﬁd}"- : (4 . A
One brigade, according to the old eftab-
Jifhment, from 1ft of February to 31
Auguft 1784, 7 mounths, at 2,500,000
rupees per month — e 18,20,000 0 0O

One regiment flationed at Lucknow, ac-
cording to the new eftablifhment, at)
25,000 rupees per month —| 1,75900 0 ©

Five regiments under Colonel Sir John
Cumming, according to the new eftab-
lifhment, at R# 25,000 per regiment per
mopth, - | - 8,7 55000

One company of artillery, un-
der Colonel Cumming, at
Rs 20,000 per month, 1,40,000

10,15,000 0 0O

40,10,000 0 of

Mirza Saudit Ally’s ftipend | e ~— | 300,000 0 0o
Abdul Rth Cawn's corps of cavalry | = - | 300,000 0 ©
Rohilla flipends, from 11t of Maug to thel " ‘

end of Bhaudoon 1191 o o Ml - 41,052 O ©
Army Dcﬁation - . —f - - 110,50,000 © .o
Mr, Frafer Uit e M | 2,00,000 0 O

Eftimate of intereil on the money borrow-
od o Gopaul Dods Salk. | /= i, 2501 e — | 2,00,000 ‘0 ¢ :
52,01,052 © ©

Fyzd.16 Sun Sicca Rupc:esl . — 1,60,03,257 13 1L

Lrrors excepted.

(Signed) JOHN BRISTOW,
Ho Refident at the Vizier's Court,

TRANSLATION of a Bond given by Mr. Briflow, Refident at the Vizier’s Court, to
Gopaul Dofs, dated Sth June 1783, or the 6th of Rajjub 1197 Hijura, or 3d of Jeit 1190
Fuiluiles. )
Rorrowed from the under-mentioned perfons, on account of the Honourable Company, through

Lalla Munfuram, the Agent of Lalla Gopaul Dofs, Bankef, the fum of {eventeen lacks and forty

thoufand rupees, bearingintereft at one per cent. per month. I engage that it fhall be paid, after

providing for the Company’s neceffary difburfements; from the receipts of the afignments granted

on the country in their favour by his Highnefs the Nabob Vizier, A

; i S ' P I
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PARTICULARS of the Loan.

F'rom Lalla Muf\furam , agent to the houfe of Gopaul Dofs —_ © 14,00,000 0 ©
¥rom Kiflen Chund _ —— —_— ; — 1,00,000 © ©
Premium of exchange, 16 per cent, upon 15 lacks — _ 2,40,000 O O -

Lucknow St rupees — 17,460,000 0 .0
A true Copy.
(Signed) Jo NEAVE;
Affiftant to the Refident.

ESTIMATE of Current Demandsi: on the Lucknow Treafury, to the 31 January 1784,

The Army.
Col! Sir John Cummings’s detachment.

. Mr, Melyile’s eftimate to pay the Europeans to the
31 January 1784, andthe fepoys to the 31 De-

cember 1783 5,445,000 Q ©
Eftimate of the pay, &c. of the fepoys for January
1784, — — 1,02,500. @ ©

6,46,500 00

Deduét,
Mr, Melvile’s draft to Coll Knudfon, for which a
tuncaw on Seorut Sing, the Aumil of Rohil-

cund, has been granted 1,30,000 © O 3
Remitted Mr. Melyile = 6,600 © O ;
Do, in three bills of exchange 81,994 7 0
Do, a tunkaw the Sezawal of Fur-

ruckabad — 52,567 11 3 g

- : —_———{3,31,162 2 § ,
—_— 313,337 13 3

The 3d Brigade,

M. Collins's eftimate to pay the Europeans to the
%rﬁ January 1784, and the fepoys to the 31ft
ecember 1783 2574,3%2 0 O
Eftimate of the pay, &c. of the fe fepoys for ]anry 84/ 78,000 0 0
e ygn38r 00

Major Cooke’s reg!, Dect and Janry. — } 40,000 0 © '
Major Grant's regiment, January —_ 20,000 © O,
160,000 © 0

" Theaboye twa regiments are not included inf.
either of the paymafter’s eftimates.

‘Colonel Charles Morgan — — —

Major Duncan’s draft L — — —

1,11,000 © O
24,000 , O O

—
—

Ctrupees|] — o 862,719 rg 3

Deductto the 11 percf — — 85,494 1
225 1
Mr. Scott. S *

The erd’s order of 17 July 83 in his favauc | — = [390,000 O O
D, - 1+ December — — — |1,25,000 0 0

; 75,000 © ©
Paid from the treafury ¢ 15,000 © o:& ; :
D by an order-on tie Aumil of Goruckpore 30,000 © O]

1,05,000 © ©

il

é;y.e,ooe- o o i
Dedudt batta g,0.3per cent, == | rgya65 3 6| - '
: el 255,734 14 6

———————

Curried over Fyzabad 16 SunSiccarupees — 110,32,959 13 9
The

70




b “mtﬁrﬁwﬁww'wﬁ'ﬂiu-‘ 5.._,;.,-_._..-;...ulr..p.:.,-t.l_.f-w .:._4_-r:' «._e’-upm.l.-\w ol i Ty
()

(A . M‘@*Wt i 1022959 13 9
< “The Refident’s office. sy et
i i ¢ . (e L ] sl
M. Wombwell, accountant, December and January — V2600 of
M, Cowper, November, December, and Janvary  — |'T,200 0 of
P Mr. Gregory, January ' - F L ¥ 00 o iof
M. Holt, December and January e - 6po 0 ©
Mr, Sam! Midieton, December and Janwary =~ [ 600 0 o}
M, Neave, january: e R w2y 4 g0 1 KR
{ R b S 8,300 0 0
N . Add batta g percent, | 415 0 ©

B i AR Ul '8,’7 1 ‘i 00
D Sl o

e : 10,417,674 1+

Balance of Abdul Khaman Cawn’s corps of cavalry -= z:to,zt?:g é g

v

Fyad 16 Sun Sicea rupees v |12,51,874 13 ¢

Errors éxcepteds
(Signed) ~ JOHN BRISTOW,
i R Dl Refiffent at the
Vizisg's Gonite

”

I'inlfol_iewing letter, and ii.s,epplofures, were received from Mr, Briftow, on the 13th inftant,
Lo and cireulated to the members of the Board for their perufal, b

Gentlemen, il - 3
My, Wombwell not ,hs;w-ini notified to me the fecurity offered by his Highnefs in the form pre-
feribed by your Honourable Board, a corre(pondence enfued, acopy ,qf‘_,wij‘q:h I baye the honour
to enclofe (N» 1,) and it will appear at the conclafion of it, that Mr., Wombwell declared Lalla
Bucherage and Faquin Chund to be men of known credit and refponfibility.

Tn 1 mealure of fuch great importance to the Honourable Company's interedls as the realization
of a fand of above a crore of rupees; 1 deem it anindifpenfable duty in me to give my opinion;
+ an opinion not originating from the cecafion, but upon record, as the tranfactions \_vhlcllBgave
rileto it oecurred {o long ago as the goth of July 1783, 1 reprefented to your Honourahle Board
that T had aually faved the houfe of Cafigry- Mull and Butchagree, by a timely aid, from
bankreptey. They engaged for a proportion of rupees 650,000, ont ‘aecount of the laft year's
loan; with the ntmoft exerticn of their credit, they fulfilled their engagements, and now they
have contraéted for above feven times the fum, with lefs profpect of being reimburled by go-
vernment, and no change of ciigumflances in their private affairs to encreafe their credit or re-
Aponfibility, This is one of theﬁi_és in Lucknow which has of late been moft irregular in its
payments, | ! i '
v Fraquir Chund is the minifter’s private banker; but as T have perfonally had few official tranf-
sadvions with him; T cannot fpedk fo decidedly!from iy own experience of the credit of his houfe.
Imay, however, fafely venture to afferr, from all the enquiries Thave made concerning hic,
that he is by no means equal to the refponfibility he bas undereaken : Indecd thefe men, or -any
other two bankers, being even the o enfible agents in a tranfaétion of fuch magnitude and im-
portance, 1s an idea ridiculed by the majority ot the inhabitants of Lucknow.

T conclufion, gentlemen, with every fubmiffion to your judgment, I beg leave to give my
opinion, that the fecurity offered by his Highnefs is fictitions,, and in the event will appear no
mote than the perfonal fecurity of Hyder Big Cawn ; that he will be able to fulfil the engagements,
though invefted with defpotiz power over fo extenfive a country, isa great doub_t with me: I am
convinced he cannot do it, and at the fame time furnifh the neceflary funds for the houfeho'd

L NERT o3 S B8 1 and
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and other cyrrent demands of his Highnefs's goyernment and I am confirmed in this opinion
from the prefent backwardnefs of the colletions,— I'here is, however, no faying what fum may
be raifed in a fhort period by a-violent exertion of power, and that Hyder Beg will ufe- fuch
means is not improbable, when I confider his character, and the general tenor of his conduct :
His purpofe may be ferved for the time being, but the effects will appear in a farther decline of

the country, alrdady impoyerifhed to fogreat 4 degree, as to have fallen above a third in its an-

- nual revenues dufing the laft feven years.

| y b g g }
I have circulated letters (tranflations of which I have the honour to_enclofe, No 2.) toall the
Aumils, and I fhall proceed to the_prefidency as foon as his Highnefs grants my leave of de-
partures !
Wi T am, with the higheft refpect,
Lucknow, . - .. [Signed) "JOHN BRISTOW,
2d February 1784« 15a Rest at the Vizier's Court.

t

COPY of a Letter from M. B.riﬁov.v to Mr. Wombwell, dated agth January, 1784,

Your letter of this morning, informing me that you have complied, as ¢ far as it has been in
¢ your power, with the directions of the Secretary”—1I take the liberty to requelt you to oblige
me with a copy of that dire@ion, {{ince, if you are not autlhorized, or rather if you are not en-
joined by it,, to give mea more precife and fpecific notification than any you have yet favoured me
with, it follows that the orders we have refpectively received from our fuperiors, and through the
fame channel, are in perfect contradiction to each other.

M;r. Wombwell, in Reply; dated 29th January 1784

" In reply to your letter of this date, T enclofe the copies of the Secretary’s letter to me, and of
my addrefs to the Board. - g SR IS T
Though 1 have it not in command from the Board, I do, to prevent any further correfpon-

‘dence on this fubject, inform you, that the bankers are Lalla Butcherange and Lalla Fakeer
‘Chund, men of known credit and refponfibility. '

. TRANSLATION of a Circular Letter from Mr. Briftow to the Aumils of his Highunefs
t the Vizier's Government,

Agreeably to the orders of the Honourable Governor General and Council, I withhold from
any farther colleGticns on account of the Honourable Company’s Afignments, and you will make
your future payments in conformity to the Vizier’s directions, I write this for your infor-
mation.

\

TRANSLATION of a Letter from Mr. Bgiﬁow to Hyg Beg Cawn; dated 2d February,
1784.

Vou will herewith receive a copy of the letter I have this day written to the Aumils, the con-
tents of which you will underitand.

True Tranflations.

(Signed) J. NEAVE,
Affiftant to the Rest at the Vizier's Court,

A
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. The following Minutes, and their Enclofures, were delivered by the Governor General on -t
14th inftant, and taken to the other membersof the Board, by the Secretaryy in circulation. s

Fort William, February 1784«

T'o Mr. Wombwell, Lucknow.
Sir,

The Governor General intending to vifit the dominions of the Nabob Vizier, we therefore
Jire& you to obey all fuch orders and inftruétions as he may from this time think proper to iflue
to you in his own name, and in all refpects to confider his {ingle authority as of the fame force,
until this erder fhall be revoked, as that of the Governor General and Council colle€tively.

i1, ' We. argy
Sir,
Your moft obedient
Humble feryants.

The fame order to be written to Mr, Willis, at Furruckabad ; and to Mr, Francis Fowke, at
Benares. ; Ak .
A true copy.
E; B AXy

Secy.

Fort. William, February 1984

°l To Colonel Gilbert Ironfide, commanding the Troops at Cawnpore.
r RO
"The Governor General intending to vifit the dominions of the Nabob Vizier, we therefore di-
ye& you to obey all fuch orders and inftruétions as he may from this time think proper to iffue
to you, and to the troops under your command, in his own name, and in all refpeds to confider
his fingle authority as of the fame force, until this order fhall be revoked, as that of the Gover-
nor General and Council collectively. . '
We are,
Sir,
Your moft obedient
humble Servants.

The fame order to be written to Colonel Sir John Cummings, commanding the detachment
in Rohilcund ; and to Lieutenant Colonel Ahmuty, commanding the detachment at Chunar.
A true Copy.

E. HAY,
: Sect.

M. Stables and Mr. Wheler deliver the following Minutes :

16th February, 1784
M, Stables. : s
1 have already given my diffent to the Governor General’s proceeding to Lucknow, and I fee

no reafon to alter it. With refpe to the powers which the Governor General claims, and the
orders he defires to be iffued to the army, and to all the civil fervants beyond the provinces, they
. are not only, in my apinion, illegal, but fuch as, if lawfal, no Government conftituted as this
. is ought to grant to any individual, however refpectable.

For
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or thefe reafons, and for many others that might be enumerated, althbu h 1 have _eve'r}r'm.
{pedt for thie Governor Géneraly Ffeel myfelf in duty bound to-proteit mﬁgmMmaﬁx. .
ing Lhe feal of t’he‘Cqmpa.ny to; the propofed commuflions A N e
- A true Copy.

E. HAY,
* SCCI. \ |

=

Ll

M. Wheler, i

"The Board having invefted the Governor General with a {pecial and feparate charge of the
Company’s affairs and interelts in the dominions of the Nabob Afoph ul anlnh, and having
agreed, on the invi?ti{m of the Nabob Vizier, and on a tender made by the Governor General,
that he fhall proceed ta Lucknow, for the purpofe of affilting the Nabob Vizier in the means of
difcharging-his engagements to the Company, and in the regulation of his government, it is fur-
ther necelfary to furnifh him with fuch powers as may enable him to accomplifh thofe objects,

Febroary 16¢h, 5,7354._-: :

“ For this purpole it s requifite he fhowid be armed with fuel aathority as will enable him nat
only to concert and adjuft with the Nabob Vizier the means of difcharging his engagements to
the Company, of reQrm_i and fecuring the peuce, fafety, and order of his government, and of
promoting the improvemerit of his revenue, but alfo to carry thofe means into effect, by fup-
porting the Nabob Vizier with the authority of this Government, in as full and ample mannes
a3 we can impower him to exercife it by any a of the Parliament of Great Britain now in being,
or by any of the orders of the Honourable Court of Directors ; for without full powers te carry
into immediate execution fuch meafures as the Governor General may hereafter plan and agree
uppl withithe Nabob Afoph ul Dawlab, the purpofes of his vifiting that Prince’s country may
be defeated, o the feafon for action loft, whillt he is waiting for the fanction of the Board,

Tt feemns :11(0 ab‘ﬁ)lutely'neceﬁ?uy, for the fame reafons, to in‘veﬂ' the: Golvcrnor General ¢ with
. the full power and autherity of this Government (as far as we ean legally delegate the fame)

- S over all the officers, civil and .miiiiary,_, ftationed or refiding within the dominions of the Na~
I.4% holy Afoph uf bowlah,;.and. the province of Benaress” and when it is remembered that the
- trooys inthe Vizier's country ave ftationed there for the puspofes of protectingit, and of aiding

and afi(ting him on all occafions, when he fhall apply for theim, to reduce bis tubjects to the due
ohedience of his aurhority, and are paid out of the Vizier's treafury, it will not feem that the
placing them under the orders of the Governor (seneral, as the means of carrying into effect the
regulations for the internal goymnent of his domimions, formed and adjulted with the Nabob
Vizier himfelf, is any very extraordinary delegation of power.

The importanceof the arrangements to be made in the government and finances of the Nibob
Vigier, and the difficulties that may be expefted to be encountered in enforcing them, are {uch
ik, 1 fould appighend, Would juftify the Boird fin delegating to the Glovernor General, wpon
this oceifion, ‘as ample powers as haveever been granted to any of their members upon any tor-
merone ; and when it is confidered that the extenfive powers given to Lord Clive by the infirucs
tians of the Sele&t Committee of the 211t June, 1769, ‘and thofe given to Meflts. Cartier, Smith,
aiid Ruflel, by the inftru@tions of the Bele@ Committee of ths 1 3th September, 1768, were in
the notice and contemplation of the Parliament at the time the act was pafled which conftituted
this Govemment upon its prefent footing, and vefted the whole civil and military government of
this Frefidency in the Governor General and Council, in like manner, to all intents and puspofes,
as rhe (ime had been exercifed by the Prefident and Couiiicil, or Select Committee, T fhould con-
ceive this Goyernment poffifs the right of delegating to the Governor General, upen the prefent
occafion, as full'paweryas thofe which'were granted to Lord Clive by the Sele@ Comivittee in
June 1765, orto Meiflis, Cartier, Smith, and Ruflel, in 1768,

But the powers propéfed to be granted to the Governor General by the inftrultions now hefore
the Board, Being linited in ‘their objeds, and confined in their opecation o 'the dominions of the
Nabeb Vigier 29 the provintce of Benares, fell far thort‘of thoie given to-Lord Clive, whoi fin

: 2

coniEng Wwith General Camie, « "was empowered to flipulate fuch condicions with Sujah al

@ Plowlih, w0 form firth eonne@ions with ‘the country powers, anid to parfie fuclh 'means as he
¢ fhould radge necellary to the Company’s interally the publicwolfare, w ‘the obtaininga fafe,
¢ honourable, advantageous, and lafting peace,” Zalil

ch

Tam
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1 am induced, for thefe reafons, to give my affent to the propofed draft of the powers and au=
‘t]wi'it_y to be vefted in the Governor General by the Board. i

A true _Cop,)‘.

B HAY,
Secy.

“Refolved, That the power and authority propofed to be given to ‘the Governor General, ‘be
wefted in him accordingly. .

“The Governor General has défired the Board to aflemble this day, for the purpofe of receiving
'his final difpatches, having been advifed to leave Calcutta for the benefit of a change of air a few
days, before he begins his journey to Lucknow, as he has been much incommoded for fome days
pait by a feverith indifpofitien, of which he ftill feels the effets; and he propofes, with the per-
iniffion of the Board, ‘to take his departure for that purpofe this evening, He regrets the necef-
fity of his abferice from the Board, and mofk heartily wifhes them fuccefs; and, for his own, re-
.commends himf{elf to their fupport.

The Governor General's credentials are now figned, as well as the letters propofed to be written
to the-civil and military officers ftationed beyond the province of Babar.

Agreed -that-élre;follawing' letser be written to Major General Stibbert «

& 7Sik
‘The Governor General intending towvifit'the dominiors of the Nabob Vizier, we have thought
ipropér to diret the commanding officers at Cawnpore, Futty Ghur, and Chunar, to obey all
fuch orders and inftruétions as he may from this time think proper to iffue to them, and to the
troops undertheir command, in his own name, and in all refpeéts to confider his fingle authority
«of the fame force, until this order fhall be revoked, as that of the Govetnor General and Coun-
«il colle€tively. :
i We are, -&o.
Fort William,
17th Eebruary, 1784

‘Read a letter from Mr. Briftow, dated 4th Oober,

Honotrable Sir, and Gentlemen,

1 had the honour to addrefs youon the 3oth of Augult, foliciting yout explicit direétions on
‘the fubjedt of Almafs_Ally Cawn’s difmiffion; and I fhall’now endeavour to ftate the whole of
this tranfaion to you, in the cleareft point of view, hoping it will appear that I bave doue my
utmoft in a bufinefs whichforms a principal and important partof my inftruétions.

T was fo circumftanced as to render it utterly impoflible to undertake ‘this meafure at ‘the time
of my arrival, when lach very confiderable detachiments were difperfed throughout the country,
and the troops under the command of Col. Sir John Cumming had only reached Allahabad, The
inconfideruble number of two regiments only could’be brought into the field ; and T fubmit to
yout judgment, gentlemen, in the-event of refiftance, whether this force was, in any reflpect,
-equal to the fervice. ;

T have alfo to obferve, that it would have been a very difficult matter to have feleted proper
perfons for the charge of fuch extenfive diftriéts, efpecially as it was impoffible for me, imme-
diately on entering upon the office, to form a corret judgment of the degree of confidence due to
my agents, or the probability of a defection in Almafs Ally Cawn’s naibs, or his troops. Con-
fident as the minifter profefied to be on this head, Almafs’s immenfe wealth might poffibly have

Vor:1V. i U fecured
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ety lotivy; whitle; o' the‘ottier Rand, T carld'with' dilfeutty TSGR
bitefermonts, 1 recéived charge with a heavy debr, vinniig «f an exorbitant interefty andan‘empry - iy
treafury. My plan, then, was to keep Almafs in office, until the concluiion ofvEs Fufulles

year, -when his difmiffion might be effedted withont lofs or tumult; but the minifters determined

oppofition to thig,_3s well ag every other plan of reform, has again counteraéted and rendered ail

1y efforts yam.' Phough 1 direfted him, inconformity to your infiructions, to remove Alinals
Ally Cawn; ahd make the fortlement of that Aumil's diftricts, he has at laft avowed his deter- © .
smination to difobey, pleading in excuf®, that"ashis foraer nominations are fuperfeded, he fhould il
legve me to-name and agpoint the Aumils; be would ¢xhibit them to his Highpels,. but he would |

piot o from himfelf © 7 ' i . Al TP S I R T

t ) iy ol aeg EAL Ml e
"The undifguifed manner in which the winifter has expreffed his fentiments, furnifth me with

good reafon 1o fuppole, that bis objet is to encreafe the confuifion in this unhappy country, wnd, .
hy inrerrup_ping‘ the Company’s refources, impute all «the miichiefs of his ewn ruinous admini-
fhaition to sy merférence; and @ndeavour tor indin 6 you 1o condirany asa mealtre of necedivy,
his unparticipated and defpotic dontiinion over thie lives: ard properey” of the. Vigleds fubjedis, |
Wﬁa&%ét‘iﬁﬁ@s e his motives, [ Beg leaveito niatk the condradicvion i his condby, b calling
wpot e to Ny auntilsy when he hay alyeady made the hﬂmﬂ--cmﬂtmm;.aga&mb.m'-.-m.t_a}ﬁ.
hend, fhongh' T never venturedbeyond the fridk lime of my duey, in offering iy opinion; wwmy
nifraltions enjoin I fliould on' the peopriety or impropriety of s sominations,  Senfibleof thve: -
infidious view with which Hyder Beg has often folicited me, invthe moft wripent mannes: to:ves.

* commend people for offices, }:have molt cautioufly avoided yielding to his intreaties, The Au-
wiils hrive alFBdert appolnted from! s Jif¥s 5 he hag fereled every account hinflf.  Fhave confined
my inferference folely to advifing: oeconomy in the abarges of colleChiony &ei. redudion: oft they .
dingerous power of the great Aumils; and in inftances that I have difapproved of his nominati-
ons, 1 have ftill left it in his difcretion to. appoint perfons of his own felection,

The collufion between the minider and Almafs Ally Cawn isy 1 believe,, fufficiently proved,
from the latter’s remaining i office int oppofition o' niy’ remonfirances, and it contepnpt’ of yoar
pofitive commands, expredfed in the Honourable the Governor General's inftructions to me, It
is evident, from ‘Almafs’s continuing his accuftomed arrangements for the year, in making new
Tewdasy. dndumoplewithinig bis fock o usilivany flores, (all of whichy has e danerby him), that he
is alfured of confinmdtion and permanance. He informed me himdulf, on his raufing a miflulla. of .
thel Company/s difbanded troopers s and when I afked: an explanation, from: thaminiflar of, the
autharity by whichhaadtedy he sl antwenedy, it was a matker of {uxpridey and: afterwasdsy that -
T amigghit enguire of. Alafs . refufing o give me any feisfadtion on.the fubjeéte . T do not, chargs
Almafs with any ceime in making thefe levies;ias it s an eftablithed cuftom among the Vizier's
Anmils to saide and diffand troops at their p.leairg : but the practice of thus delegating to fub-

. jedks an uncontrouled and exclufive authority over'the military is of the moft dangeroustenden- -

ey s T need only revert to the inftance of Almafs Ally Cawn himfelf, who but laft yeur withdrew
with his whole army, and was enabled to fer the Vizierand the Company at defiance, to treat
with his Sovéreign upon a footing of equalily,. and.exact his. gwn terms, and ‘an agreement gua-
ranteed by your reprefentative’s fignature hefore he would deign to return.

Every aétion of a man in Almafy’s fituation is intereéflingto the Vizier’s goverament, and’l
have therefore watched his conduét minutely, when fome time fince my [ufpicions of him were
awakened. He had fpoke to me of his intention to go to Myfan Gunges 2 plage feventeen, cofs
from. Lucknow, and 1 underffood he went and returned; but lie fet off again on the 6th
Seprafiber, upow wiliich occxfion his vackeet publickly declavedy at my houfey that'his mafller
il sécoived! news which, gave, him uneafinefs; and: civfed'his proceeding fuddenty to: Miyfan -

. Gungey for which reafony he cduld not apprize me as ufual, but he proppled fhaying only: two.
or three days, and then rewrn to.Lucknow : L afterwards heard that he hadesofled the Ganges
to "Tolgram, the principal cantonment of his troops, a place fifteen cofs from Canogue, on the

w¥a Road: 1 thought itmy duty to téanfmitithe: neceflary information: to the commanding
Sifgersy andoalled wpon theminifter for.an explanation, though: as ufual, he decliued giving me:,
a@y fatisfiction. 1 have fince undérftood. that the true caufe of Almals Ally Cawn's journey
wias éwing to his having quarrelediwith the Naibr-of Etaya, and a fufpicion that he had applied..
1o me for protection; to obvintes the conlequences, of| vrhich,. the mnifier himfelf advifed - _
his undertaking the journey. [t is certain the Naib did fend me a meflage, {oliciting my pros
tection, angd afiiftance in procuring him the farm of the Etaya province, independent of Almafs, |
Thi¢ gropofition may, in the event of your derermining o Almalss difmiffiony be improved to
e Viziet's advamtage; and it is for this reafon, Gentlemen, thiat 1 Bave been fopacticalar
in meationing the circumftandes. of & trapfaction which, in other refpeCls, will appear.:
Lrivialy 1y vy
) d ﬁr . s
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For information of Almafs Ally Cawn’s connection with the chiefs at Dethi, I have the honour
to refer }toll..té_tlw enclofed .extmd_l,nﬁmg;addmh,_.tn tf[]a G:Q_\;epggn C;gﬂ&t,ﬂ’daged sgh N{,‘mr
17582+ but Lam fince informed,, from _a,n‘um.hes\of original, Letters, which. | inteicepted; that he
had negociated a treaty with Mahajee Sindia, through the Rebel Raja Cheyte Sing, by which.
it feems that the Fort of Lahore, with a diftri€t around it, was to have been ceded to bim,
From one of the letters, which. is the hand writing of Almas’s moenfhy, but without a cover,
which all the other letters have, I fhould fuppofé that, afeer his retuft t6 ﬁﬁeknow, he preferved
a correfpondence with Cheyte Sing—This letter muft have been written by Alnas in Navember
lult, and the fact is corroborated by Mr. Anderfon. In Almalss connection with any of the
native powers, prior’ to-his returny Re has received the Vigier's parden; but his' conetining it
afterwards is certainly criminad, and ar indication- of the: rotreat he' has prepated for Him (6
though, at the prefent junétore, he may have no inducement to go to it. The eftimate of €he
diftricts under his charge I have the honour to enclofe, wherein his allowances are ftated at the
fum of rupees 20,28,070. 5. 6. and his military eftablifhment at 14,000 infantry and cavalry,
with 40 pieces of cannon, entirely mdependant of the Vizier’s ¢ontiouls So long os he can
enjoy thefeadvantages with perfonal fecurity, I fhould imagine he camhave: no adequatce profpe&
of a provifion in the fervice of any foreign Prince, and therefore there will-heno temptation for’
him to quit the Vizier’s domininions; but the prefent footing, upon which he holds his countries, '
is both diftrefsful and degrading to his HighnefS's affairs and dignity. In the firft place, he
affumes an independant ftyle of condu&l; his Naibs acknowledge their obedience due to him
alone; and, in order to prevent infults to the Vizier's authority, I have forborne applying for
orders to him, except in the inffanees where the- fupplying of your trovps rendered them
abfolutely neceffary. The only plea urged by the minifter in favour of Almafs, is the
punctuality of his:payments:; which I veadily admity, though. I give him-no metit forit. o would
be wonderful indeed, ify, with an allowance of rupees 20,028,056, G« 6. for hisi civil and
military eftablifhments, holding the fame diftricts at a gradual decreafe to government, and;great:

rofit to himfelf, he did not punétually pay the fmall pittance of revenue which remains.. If
Almas Ally Cawn. be theught aufeful fervant to the Vizier, from the great wealth: which he
poflefles, I can only obferve, Gentlemen; the principal: part of his property is fecurediin a way
to render it.of no benefit to the ftate; nor will he ever produce!it tofupply the public emergencies,
except he receives a confirmation of his great power. Continuing him on the prefent footing
is only adding to his immenfe wealth, and impoverifhing the country; when, by dividing the
extenfive difiricts under his eharge among a number of Aumils, the wealth could neither be
monopolized nor exported, and fuch men would not haye the means of refifting the Vizier's

authority,

I moft earneftly entreat you, Gentlemen, to confider my prefent fituation, that all my efforts are
rendered nugatory by every {pecies.of fecret or open counteraction. I am charged with your affairs
at a court, where tlie Nabol, in the words of my infitrué&ions, “ muft ever be in the hands of
¢ {ome perforrasmere cypher;” unhappily he is {till that cypher in the hands of Hyder Beg Cawn.
Whymyrendeayours to diminifh the influence of this minifter have hitherto failed of fuccefs,
I have in my former correfpondence had the honour to explain to you: I will not therefore,
Gentlemen, intrude upon your time, by re entering unneceffarily into a detail ; inafmuch, however,
as the fituation of affairs at this court is becoming every hour more critical,. I thould fail in my
duty, I I did not very earneftly folicit your fpeedieft decifion, as well upon the fubject of my
prefent addrefs, as on thefe whiel have preceded it. Permit me alfo; Geatlemen, with tlhie
utmoft deference, again to fubmit to you, that it is-only by the interpofition of your authority
that the tyranny exercifed by Hyder Beg Cawn over his Sovereign can now be reftrained, op
thofe. muitiplied abufes e correted, which. have. alteady involved every department of the
Viziers government in confufion and: diftrefs,, and: which, in theiv further operation, feem: ¢ o
threaten the-total ruin of his eftablifhient,

I have the. Honour to be,. &c. &e.
Lueknow,, | (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW,
4th O&oher 1783 Refident at the Vizier's Court,

Ordered, That the enclofures in the foregoing letter be entered after the Confultation,

: \
The Governor General thinksit: proper. to exculpate the fecretary from any poflible charge of

delay, inlaying the. above letter before.the Board.. It was fent in circulation in proper time,

but efcaped the Governor General’s attention,

'I'hr”

)



“The Tollowing Tetter haviry been veceived from the fecretary to the public department, the
Board’s refolution was communicated to Mr, Woinbwell on the gth inftant, and he was direSted
woconform toit. _ bt ' ' b

| o Edward Hay, Efguire, Secretary to the Political Department.

Sir, _
In obedience to the commands of the Honourable the Governor General an'd‘_'cnuﬁci],. -
_El:ir general department, I_._ tranfmit, you the annexed extract of their proceedings ot this -
1¥e ; i P J K i

! i ' Tam, &ec. 4

General Department, (Signed) W, BRUERE,

_ Council Chambery ; ' _ .Sehrctﬁ;g,'
" sth January 17644 A

EXTRACT of Cofiliation,.), uth Famory wyiss

-.Réfdlve&,» that the Board do exert its influence with' the Nabob Vizier for fha pay?nént
wf his bond to Mr. Frazer, and that the fame be included in the eftimates for the current
year 3 vize ! - -

Principal P - M H S R 1,273,000 e
diitere(t at 12 per cent. per annum, from 1t Shauban or | s
25th July 1782, to 15th September 1783 = o 17,260 —— —m

8% R* 1,450,260 = —

Drdeted, That this refolution be referred to the political department.

A true'-Eﬁct-rn&; T i
{Signed) W. BRUERE,

{ S!-‘-'Cl'etl(?h it

EXTRACT of a Letter from Mr, Briffow to the Houourable the Gevernor Generat
g *and Councily 3oth of Auguft 1783, L

If T may form any conclufion from his (the afting minifter’s) condul@®, it is not lefs his defire
1o confirm the dangerous power of Almafs Ally Cawn, by leaving him in pofleffion of all hig
scountries—Thele are points, (Gentlemen, \of fuch immediate importance to the welfare and
exiltance of his Highnels the Vizier’s government, that, agreeably to my inftruciions, nothing
son my  part has been omitted, in the way of proteft and remonfirance, to deter the minifter
from the profecution of them. So ‘entirely, however, has Hyder Beg Cawn thrown of all
relped and confideration. for your reprefentative, that I muft confefs I have no longer any
expetation of good from this mode of interference. At the fame time, [am at alofs, Gentlemen,
how otherwife ro aét. Hayving already feen my endeavours to execute treaties interpreted into a
defign +o dnfringe and aforp the Sovereign rights of the Nabob, [ cannot flatter myfelf that an
attempt to fecure his dominions againft the horrors of future rebellion would from his minifter
meet a more favourable confliuction, ' In this Dilemma, T beg leave to requeft your exphicit
diveGtions for my guidance, upon a fuppofition that the miniiter, undeterred by my remonftrance,
fhould at laft determine to continue a {yftem, which, by a moft impolitic divifion of his: ¢
Highne(s's teeafures and forces, leave no fecurity to government for the payment of the revenues,
and the peace of the country, except what may be derived from the uncertain forbearanee
and moderation of a few powerful and haughty individuals, OF the fallibility of this dependance,

indeed
19 :
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: Méeed, if it were naceflary, Gentlemen, to fearch for examples in proof of a [el_f—evidenlt ~
~ propofition, the inftance of Almafs Ally Cawn’s revolt laft year would, I apprehend, be

deciive.
A true Extrath
(Signed) JOHN BRISTOW,
Refident at the Vizier’s Coutts

EXTRACT of the Honourable the Governer General's Inftrultions to Mr, Jolin
; Briftow, Refident at the Vizier's Court; dated the 23d of October 1782, '

Almafs Ally Cawn, 7th.—"The means by which Almafs Ally Cawn has been permitted to
acquire independence have been long faen, and the effeéts of it foretold by every perfon acquainted
with the ftate of that government, except thole immediately interefted i ir. ~ The late refident
bas been his conftant advocate; and I lately underftood that, however truly, the minifter dif~
claims all concern in this imprudent meafure, It is very extraordinary that his defection, his
retreat to the frontier, the fubfequent megociations which pafled between him and the Nabob,
the engagements concluded between them, which refemble more a treaty between equal ftates than
a tranfaction between a fovereign and his vaflal, have all pafled without the leait communication
or report of them being made to me by the refident, or his affiftant, or the minifter; and, in a
letter which I have lately received from the Nabob, the minifter has had the prefumption to
make the Nabeb declare the whole to be falfe and without foundation, and to afhzm that every
part of his dominions enjoyed the moft perfect peace and tranquility. Upon this fubject the
behaviour of the minitter is fo reprehenfible, thar 1 think it incumbent upon me ta let him know
my fentiments of it. It will at leaft fhew him how thin the veil is'by which he covers his own
aéts, and that fuch artifices will only tend to make them the moge criminal, from the falfehood
and duplicity with which they are sffociated. As for Almals Ally Cawn himfelf, the policy
which has been obferved towards him has Leen fcandalouﬂy d_r:rpgatg_r}f from the Nabol’s dignity
and intereft, and hurtful to the reputation of our government, fo far as it is connected, of the
world will think it connected, with it, If any engagement fhall aGually fubfift between them
4t the time you have charge of the refidency, it muylt, however exceptionable, be faithfull
oblerved, Butif he has been guilty of any criminal offence to the Nabob his malzter, for whicg
no immunity is provided in the engagement, or he. fhall break any one of the engagements of it,
1 do ftriGly emjoin you, and it muft be your fpecial care to endeavour, either by force or
furprize, to fecure his perfon and bring him to juftice. By bringing him to juftice, I mean
that you urge the Nabob to punifh him with death, ona dué eonfideration, as a neceflary ex-
ample to deter others from the commiffion of the like crimes; nor muft you defift till this is
effeted. 1 cannot prefcribe the means; but to guard myfelf againdt that ol_'ﬂg(%uy to which'I
may be expofed by a forced mifconftruction of this order by thofe who may 1ereafter he em+
ployed in fearching our records for cavils and information againft me, I think it proper to forbid,

- and proteft agajnil the ufe of any fraudulent artifice or treachery to accomplifh the end which [
have prefcribed ; and as you alone are privy to this order, you will of courfe obferve the greateft
fecrecy, that it may not tranfpire, But [ repeat my recommendation of it, as one of the firft
and molt effential duties of your office, ' '

A true Extradt

(Signed) JOHN BRISTOW,
Refident at the Vizier's Court.

¥rom Mr. Briftow to Hyder Beg Cawn; dated the 26th of Jemmady ul Ewul 1197, or 29th

1 requeft you will fayour me with 4 flatement of the Jumma, for the complete year, of the
provinces of Corah, Etaya, Jugdiefpore, &c. all the countries under Almafs Ally Cawn.
T'he accounts which you gave me ntP Barelly, &c. under Khauja Gin Uddien, are thofe of laft
year; nothing of the prefent year is to be underftood by them, ‘and they are of little fervice.
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}k::,picafcd to order the latter :.tu'l;é..fhmifhgd fram the Ddi;li"g otﬁée, :md tranfinit them‘”

‘l"lﬁea" Bllei g

Iyder Beg Cawn, in Reply.

1 have received your letter. 1before caufed to be prepared and prefentel to you fuch accounts
of Corah, Etya, jugdiefpore, as were depofited in the office according to the ufage obferved by
farmers, I will ‘caufe them to be again prepated by the Dewanny officers, and prefeat them
to you, When you required an account of particulars of the Jumma of the diftriéts in Barelly,
&c. 1 reprefented to you; that they had been let upon leafe for fome years paft, and it'was not

“ufual for fuch accounts to be depofited in the office 3 but the accounts of former adminiftrations,
during the time they were in truft, 1 had caufed to be piepared by Duan's Mottefidies, and

"

delivered to you.  Barelly, &e, was farmed jaft year, and the account particulars of each diftriét

in it have not been reccived. They were eftimated according to the Aumil’s agreement; and

this year that they are in truft the accounts will be tranfmitted after the taxes are fettled,

Wheénever they may be received, 1 will prefent thein to you: I have written for them,

“'Mit, Briflow to Hyder Beg Cawn: dated the 27th Jemmady ul Ewuly or 3oﬂr April 1783, liy

1am fayoured with your letter concerning the accounts of BjrcllElCorah Etya and Jugdiefpore.
1 bave by me the account of the faid diftricts, which you furnifhed from the Dewany office 3
and there wiil be no ufe in caufing tho'e accounts to be again given to me by the officers of the
Dewanny. Itis very true, the Aumils do not tranfmit the accounts of the taxes they levy
when they farm diftriéts, but 1 imagined that the perfon invefted with the authority for the
time being, in order to afcertain the advantage and difadvantage to government, and to form his
judgment in making the fettlement, would enquire into the particulars of the taxes, and’
obtain an accourt of them, efpecially of fuchimportant places as are under the management of

Khavja Gin Uddien and Almafls Ally Cawn, amounting to above half the Vizied's dominions§

otherwife there value being unknown, a compliance with any demands ‘which thefe Aumils’
might require in their own fayour, would become 2 meafure of neceflity, Owing to thefe:
catifes, Almafs Ally Cawn and Khauja Gin Uddien, notwithftanding their being uncontrouled
rulers of the diftrifts entrufted to their charge, and deriving great benéfit and advantage from
_gfwamment, hiave had remitted to them very confiderable fums under the head of decreafe.

hus, in the place of putting their countries into a flourifhing and cultivated ftate, 1 underftand,’ -

from the accounts in my poffeffion, both the population and cultivation have decreafed 3 and
haying reaped great profit them(elves the country is thrown into general ruin. In confequence
of the heavy balance due from Khauja Gin Uddien, 1 have wrote him, inplain and explicit terms,

that he muft confider his welfare will depend upon the payment of the ComPané?s demands, |

and he fhiould not make light of my friendfhip. He has neverthelefs totally negleéted to make

vemittances, and is conftantly writing vague excules; of thefe incidents I have repeatedly

apprized you, I rely on your devifing’ expedients for realizing the affignment on Barelly
&ec. that you will now be pleafed by fome means to enforce payment from Khauja Gin Uddien,
and that he receive the punifhment due for his offences, I underftand an account of the taxes,
Jeyizd by Khauja Gin Uddien, it is not recorded in the office, I hope you will favour me with

one; when you may be able to obtain it ; and I beg that you will conceal the contents of letters

of this nature, which are fecret from every body except ounfhee Mahomed Taker,

From Mr. Briftow to Hyder Beg Cawn} dated the yth Kujjub_ 1197, or the 8th June 1783
In the account which 1 have received fram you, the particulars of each diftriét i Shallera are

fpecified, but they are wanting in thofe of Corah, Etya, and Jugdiepore, and therefore J muft
trouble you for a feparate ftatement of them, : |

' O@ Q | Hyde;r
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Hyd'e;r Beg Cawn in reply; dated the 8th of Rujjub 1 19;1,- orgth June 1783,

You are pleafed to order a feparate ftatement of the particulars of the Jumma of Corah and
¥tya, which has not ‘been made out fince they were fet upon leafe; the fectlement has been cons
cluded according to ‘the cuftom in Tuch cafes. T will caufe the fettlement of thefe provinces,
when they were formerly. in truft, to be prepared to-morrow, and the day after it {hall be pre-
fnted to youtut 1t T ' ; QAL gl

- M, Briﬂ‘oﬁ to Hyder Beg Cawn ; dated the 26th Shabaan 1197, or 27th July 1583, 7
If you have afcertained the particulars of the taxes, and the feveral divifions of the difiriés in

Coralvand Etya, be pleafed to favour me with them, being particularly wanted, The jooner
 hiefe Hatements ave furnifhed, the more pleafing it will be. _

I

‘ Eyder Beg Cawn, in reply.

‘When I do myfelf the honour to wait upon you to-morrow, I will addrefs you on the fubject
of the accounts you require, and obey your commands. il i

* Mr. Briftow to Hyder Beg Cawn dated the 29th of Shabaan 1197, or goth July 1783

T muft trouble you for a flatement of t:he foveral diftriGs in Corah and Etya, a {ubjet on
which I have repeatedly importuned you If you have been able to obtainit, oblige mewithity

Hyder Beg Cawn, in reply.

Vou order me to furnifh a flatement of the diftri@s in Corah and Etya, When 1 have the
honour to wait upon you to-morrow, I will explain the matter to you, by infpeing the flate-
ment of former years, with which I have furnifhed you, The account you require may there-

. from be prepared in the manner you are pleafed to ity AR {

Mr. Briftow to Hydef Beg Cawn; dated the 3d of Rumfaan 1197, or 2d Auguft 1783,

‘F do not wifh to give you unnecefary trouble . my correfpondence ; but as the period for
making the fettlement is elapfing, and as yet no flatement of the diftriéts in Corah and Etya is
formed and prefented to me, be pleafed to inform me if you can fix 2 time for favouring me with
the faid {tatement, .

Hyder Beg Cawn, in reply.

You order a {tatement of the diftri@ in Corah and Etya. 1 reprefented to you that you might,
sceording to your pleafure, prepare 2 flatement of them from the former accounts with which 1
had furnifhed you,” Twice have I fince waited on you ; and, owing to other affairs which I had
to ftate to you, aud your commands to me, neitherof us recolleGed this bufinefsy I fhall attend

3l



on you to-morrow, and will prepare the ftatement from thofe accounts, Whatever is your
pleafure will be done.

Mr. Briftow to Hyder Beg Cawn; dated 6th of Rumgaan 1197, or sth Augult 1783.

Tunderftand, by your favour of the-2gth of Shabaan, that a ftatement of the diftri&ks in Coral
and Etya may be ormed from the accounts with which you have furnifhed me, The day before
yeflerday youalfo verbally promifed to explain this matter to me, I have fearched a great deal
after thofe accounts, and have formed the account particulars of Sharah and Judeefpore, but can-
not find any for Corah and Etya ; moreover I do not recolleék that you ever furnithed me with
them in the form I required, though it isthree months finice I have importuned you. If in my
pefleflion, how could I have troubled you fo repeatedly on the fubject? The day before yelterday

Almafs Ally Cawn difcharged the fums dae from him in full, and the term for which he entered

into engagemeiits, on account his farm will fhortly expite, wherefore be pleafed moft fpeedily
toforma plan of fettlement for the diftriéts under his charge. When matters of fuch importance,
and the fettlement of the whole provinces are in agitation, I fubmit it to your judgment, wheth-t
it is advifable or not that his Highnefs fhould proceed to Fyzabad. Be pleafed to favour me with
an anfwer,

Hyder Beg Cawn, in reply.

I have received your favour. I caufed two papers concerning Etya and Corah, containing the
accounts of former times, to be delivered to you, It does ot fignify if, from the multiplicictv of
papers, they cannot be found, as I have other copies by me. To-morrow I will wait on you,
AtFairs of importance depend upon the orders of his Highnefs. The day after to-morrow. is hxed
for giving Maho Raja Surat Sing his Kelaat, and difpatching him. 1 folicited his Highnefs to
delay his departure until the day after to-morrow.  He anfwered, that his mother was indifpofed,
and his anxiety to vifit her prevented his compliance. He direGted Maha Raja Surat Sing fhould
follow him, and his Highnefs would difpatch the Maha Raja from Nabob Gunga.

Mr. Briftow. to Hyder Beg Cawn; dated the 1 5th of Rumzaun 1197, or 14th Auguft 1783

No fettlement of the diftri&s under Almafs Ally Cawn has yet taken place, The feafon it
elapfing, and it is proper that this bufinefs Thould be {peedily concluded.

Hyder Beg Cawn, in reply.

‘1 have received your favour, You are pleafed to diret the fettlement of the diftricts under
Almafs Ally'Cawn, I am obediént to your order. 1 will attend upon you, and reprefent -allithe
‘pirtieulars, ¢ . ;

M. Briftow to Hyder Beg Cawn ; dated the 17th of Rumzaun, or 16th Auguft 1783,

1 have received your letter of the 15th inftant, in anfwer to mine on the fubject of the fettle-
ment of Almafs Ally Cawn’s diftri&,  You have for a long time paft, on every occafion, told
me, inreply to my requifitions (inftead of forming arrangements, executing the bufinefs, and
fettling agcouints, &c.) that you will obey my orders. - I fincerely with that the Vizier’s affairs
were well fettled; and the Company’s aflignments, on_account of ‘the enfuing year, fhould be

Cimmediately afcertained, as both.governments mult fuffer from thedelay. The refponfibiity of
what has happened, or may happen, will reft with you. ;

9. s
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ﬁiﬁ“ﬁ recci your Iatter. ‘You are pleafed to write as if the fettlement of Almafs Ally
Cawn's diftriéls, the execution of the bufinefs, the adjuftment of the accounts, and the delays

which have occurred, refted upon me. Do me the juftice, fir, to point out the particular in-

flances i which 1 have evaded or delayed to obey your commands, You direfted nomination

of Aumils to the feveral diftricts ;. they were immediately made, You ordered the accounts of
veceipts and difbusfoments to be fettleds I fated the Aumils reprefintation, and informed you,
chat 1 would caufe them to be prepared agreeable to the Summa you might fix, and prefent them

toyou. You directed a reduétion of expence ; 1 replied, that you had the accounts of the year:

1140 Fuflully, and wherever, ‘and i whatever mode you thonght proper, orders fhould be iffued
to the Aumils regarding the Company's afignments, 1 bave already reprefentad to you, and i 18

- whatever mode you pleafe to give them, - The Company’s aflignments are a bufinefs of greatef im-
portarnice thanany other: His Bighnefs alfo is intenton it and I muil confider my own welfare
and advantage as t'lqpemling on the execution of the Company’s affairs, - There is no objeion on
_ this head concerning a charge in Almafs Ally Cawn’s diftriéts you delayed until he had difcharged
the {um due from him. A few days are elapfed fince he has done it, and you ordered a change:
"T'he period is pota long one. 1 reprefent to you, among inftances of fecurity and confidence to
the Company, that large affignments were always granted on - Almafs Ally Cawn; his payments
are more regular thah thofe of any banker, and hehas invariably every year difcharged to the laft
farthing, Now that it is your pleafure to remove Almafs Ally Cawn, undoubtedly other Au-
miils fhall be appointed, who will pay the Company's demands without giving trouble. ~ATift of
the Aumils unemployed, thofe who are folicitous for employments, and a flatement of the divifion
of the diftricts under Almafs Ally Cawn, have been prefevted to you; and I will exhibjt to his
Highnefs the names of the perfons, and the diftriét to which you may appoint them, ~An anfwer
may bereceived in two days—that will not be a diftant period. I do not, in any refpect, excufe
rhy {1f from the obedience and fubtniffion T owe you night and day, T am attentive to the Com-
pany's affairs, and my cbedience to you, Whatever you have ordered I have obeyed, and now
even Lobey, Asaperfon in whom the utmoft confidence and reliance anay be placed for the
pundiuality of his payment, circumftance well known - to you, I quote Ahmafs Ally Cawn,
when I fpeak of the Company’s affignments, which are an objeét prior to every other affair, ex-
cept in this particular, I do not recanmend Almafs.  Be pleafed to fayour me with your nomi-
nation of Aumils to Almafs Ally Cawn’s difiriéts, that I may exhibit the fame to his Highnefs.,
An anfiver will fpeedily arrive. © My reafon for liaving afked your orders regarding a reduction of
expence, indeed I now afk them, is this: In places where the expences are regulated by cuftom,
thofe you will approve, becanfe it js certain that your attention is given to the preferving: order in

the country. Several perfons who, during Jaft year, have demanded more than is cuftomary,”

aud willi to do the fame in future, will not confent to iny arrangement ; wherefore I ventared to
folicit your orders and plans, In any other fituation it is the duty of a fervant of government to
reprefent, to the beft of His judgment, whatever is right, as a well-wifher:  Ultimately, what-
ever may be your order fhatl e done. |

Mr. Briftow to Hlyder Beg Cawn; dated 23d Rumzaun, 22d Auguft 1783,

I have teceived your letter, inanlwer to mne of the 17th inftant, on the fubjeck of the fettles
ment of Almafs Ally Cawn's dil'triéts.——'l'l'x:.txoucik: fate of the cafe is this, that 1entertain a dif~
pofition to forward the affuirs of both governments, and confider a war of words as ufelefs
wherefore I muft afk, whetheror -not you recollect my {hewing you the original correfpondence
between Mahajy Scindia and Chyt Sing, and Almafs Ally Cawn? It is evident therefrom, that
Almafs Ally Cawn had conne@ed himfelf with thefe chiefs; and in other refpeéts, by marching
laft year to Secundera, he gave proofs of his difpofition to withiraw his allegiance from the
Vizier's government.  As he had returned to Lucknow agreeable to his Highnefs's orders, and
you and Mr. Johnfon entered intoa treaty with hizs before my arcival at Lucknow, I did not
think it right to make any retrofpetion "into his condud, nor would I now wifli to deviate from
the treaty, if he will relinquifh the diftri€ts under his charge without tumult or difturbance. 1

reprefented to the Governor General my intentiuns of advifing his, Highnefs to difmils Almals Ally

Cawn, md I continuad Colonel Morgan and Ciolonel Sir John Cumming, to guard againft Almals
Ally '_C:'tw-n’s. contumacy when his difmiffion thould take place. Whatever: 1 liave underzaken in
this bufinefs is agreeable to the Gevernoe General’s infiruétions,—I have repeatedly written to you,

and 1 now write, that you make the fettlzinent of Almafs Ally Cawn's diftriéts. Be pleafed pri-
_V:_QL. 1v. ' Yy b 3 vately

now do, that theie is no objedtion on my pait in obaying your orders, at whatever time, and in
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vately to form a plan of arrangement, and prefent it to me, that wheneverhis Highnefs may arrive
it fhould be immediately carried into exécution. In cafe his Highnefs's return fhould be poft-
poned, it is.advifable, at the prefent juncture. you addrefs him on the fubject of the prefent fettle-
ment of the courtty, and folicit that he fhould be pleafed fpeedily to come to Lucknow. 1 hdve
ftated thefe (cctet matters to you without difguile, and I defire an anfwer, whether or not you
will comply with my requifition. :

I:I}‘Ej'er Beg Cawn, in reply.

I have received our letter on the fubject of the fettlement of Almafs Ally Cawn, and other
atters, which you communicated to me as fecret. In this cale I have replied to your ordérs,
that 1 was obedient, and I never addreffed his Highnefs on fecret matters, except by your per-
miffion. T 4m obedient to your pleafure in every bufinefs, and at all times, His Highnefs: was
this day toléave Fyzabad, and will arrive in two or three days. Iam inany way ready in my
fubmiffion to your pleafur? in this bufinefs. -

M. Briftow to Flyder Beg Cawn ; dated the 28th Rumzan 1 r“g"], or 27th Augult 1783

_ Be pleafed to acquaint me if you have yet formed a plan for the fettlement of Almals Ally
Cawn’s diftiicts; as the time is elapfing, the fooner this bufinefs is fettled the better. In my
addrels to you of the 23d inftant, { afked, whéther or not you recolleéted the correlpondence
between Mahajy Scindia and Chyt Sing, and Almafs Ally Cawn? I repeat my requelt to you,
whether or not you have perufed it.

Hyder Beg Cawn, in reply.

I have received your letter.  Youenquire if [ have formed a plan for the fettlement of Almafs
Ally Cawn’sdiftricts, and defire I would prefent it to you. At all times, whatever you have
ordered concerning the general fettlement of the country I have executed, and 1 never objected
to your commands relative to Almafs Ally Cawn’s affairs, but reprefented to you that you were
farnifhed witha lift of Aumilsunemployed, and the folicitations for employment, and I would

exhibit tohis Highnefs the nominations to' the refpective diftri@s as you fhould be pleafed to
order,— To-mortow I will attend upon you, and {tate other mattérs.

Mr. Briftow to Hyder Beg Cawn; dated the 29th of Rumzaun, or 28th Auguft 1783
In my letter of the 23d and 28th inftant, I addrefled you concerning the perufal of the original
cdrrefpondence between Mahajy Scindia and Chyt Sing, and Adinafs Ally Cawn; you ‘evaded

rhaking any reply. For the third time [ now muft trouble you to inform me, whether ormot you
have perufed thefaid correfpondence.

Hyder Beg Cawn, in reply.

¢ 1 7am fivoured with your letter. Twice and 'thrice have T olicifed yotr, ¢ €hidt you would
€ be pledled to direét whit was advifable, and it fhould be done, coficerniig Almafs Ally ‘Cawn’s

% affairs”

Iheveér ohjected to this bufinels. Inanfwerito my repeated applications, Efdu direfted me'not
£0 ‘addrets his Highnefs on the fubjedt until the Auimils were naimed, Inorder to elieve felf

from
3¢
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do whatever you order. Other matters k explained at our interview this day.

C@?Y of a Letter from Mr. Briftow to Colonel James Morgan, commanding the Troops in
. the Ficld; dated Lucknow, 27th Auguft 1783, s e

The period approaching when I expect Almafs Aily Cawn's difmiflion from .the diftrilts
wnder his authority will take place, I tranfmit you a ftatement of t}}e-.\tmngs_._ﬂfﬁﬁer his conm-
wmand, and their ftations; as nearly as I have been able to afcertain them. I hope this event will |
be unattended with tumult ; but I faroifh you with the information, thatevery neceflary precau~
tion may be taken. ; , i A ;

STA T_E.M ENT of Almafs Ally Cawn's Troaps.

: AT mr R i
With whom, Ui - {Horfe, | Foot. Artillery,

Sobal Ram and Sewaram, Foujdars of Etawa |~ « | 8o |ib001 §
Shaik' Afimul Deen, Foujdar Ackberabad Sepundara “ 260 | 400
¥ akoor Dofs, Foujdar Shokrah - - - - 500 { 1,000 4
Sutul Purfand, Foujdar Corah = - R 500 | 1,000 | §
Jefling Roy, Aumil Pippand - = - - 200 | 1,000 | 2.
Huffure Cawn, Jugdufpore, Ancune, &c¢. - - 200 | 1,000 | 4
Huffein Buxfh Chelap, Foujdar Fuirypore sl ' zm | 000 { 2
At Meak Gunge - - - - - 5§ I .
At Talgong - oSl - - - 1,400 | 0,500 { 184 large.

| 4850 | 8,700 | 40
With Almafs at Lucknow - - - 1507|300

S Total o~ e ] 5000 5,000 | 49

N.B. 120 pieces of the above artillery belong to the Nabob,
‘20 Do -— Do = Do == Alpals.

"T's Colonel Sir John Cumming, commanding 2 detachment on the Fronticr fution~Ths fame
as'to’ Colonel Morgan, . '

i COPY ofa Letter from Colanel James Morgan to Mr. Briftow; dated Cawnpote, ﬁgﬂi
I ; ' HAuguft 1783, :

W ha"v_re'_regtivtﬂ yburlﬁtter of the 24th inftant, with the fatement of Almald’s forces; and T
thave tranfmitted, as my inftraftions diret, a-copy of them to the Boardl, and have requefted
their inftrutions on the fubject of them, ik

In

%<

sk )

From any blame in this bufinefs; I repeat iy ?@preféntation to you, that ¥ do not object. 1 will i
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'Y the mean time give me Teave to remark, that in cafe the fervice of any of the trodps of this
ftation is required, two regiments may be fupplied them. I {hall have only two regiments here

(one of which is a broken one) which cannot be confidered as a force fit toact with on emergency,

efpecially as the firength of a regiment is reduced nearly one third by the new eftablifhment ; and
it does not appear that I can move the brigade without the Board’s orders, unlefs on a fudden

emergency againft a foreign enemy : But, upon a requifition for troops, I am directed to fend fuch

a proportion as I am able, withoutendangering the fecurity of the ftation therefore, fhould you
want more than two regiments, it will be abfolutely neceflary for me to call Captain Dennis and
Alfton’s battalions in here, and application muft be made to Colonel Blair for other troops to take
wp their fations ; and you are not unacquainted of Colonel Sir John Cumming’s detachment being
defighed by the Poard for guarding and keepim; in quietnefs the provinces above Korah ; and this
ftation is more conveniently fituated to fend troops from againft Almafs’s forces, which, according
to your ftatement, are for the moft part fituated not far from it In cafe of any difturbance hap-
pening, tomarch the brigade againft fuch a divided and feparated aforce as Almafs’s appears to be
by the ftatement, would be putting the Company to a very great expence, which is unnsceffary
in my opinion, as the fervice can be performed full as well by ftrong detachments from Colonel
Sir John Cumming’s force, affifted with two or three regiments from this ftation, though there
muft be two regiments here at leaft, as it takes 500 men tofurnifh the'ordinary camp guards;
hefides, putting the brigade in readinefs will immediately fet the country in alarm, and fuch a
force as two regiments can march off always, with their guns, &c. on twenty-four hours wan-
ing. But [ beg Jeave to obferve, it will be neceflary- to have fome of the Nabob's cavalry to aét
with the detachments {ent upon this fervice.

“When Major Nicol’s regiment is colleted, it will be {ufficient, with fuch of the Nabob's as
arethere, for quelling any diftutbance in any part of the country near him, therefore he can re-
main there. _ : - :

_ There is otie circumftance which I beg leave to acquaint you withe that is, in confequence of
the late orders for reducing the eflablifhment, there will be about 4,000 old fepoys difcharged
from the corps now in his Excellency’s deminions on the-firflt of next month, and moit of them
may be entertained by Almafs, if he fhould be inclined to make any oppofition, or raife dif~
turbances.

Whenever it may be expedient to call upon me for troops, I requeft that a requifition from his
Excellency the Vizier may come throughyou for that purpofe, as I muft advife the Board of all
fuch orders immediately,

COPY of a Letter from Colonel Sir John Cummings to Mr, Briftow ; dated Futty Ghur,
Auguft 29th, 1783,

1 am favoured with your letter of the 27th inftant, enclofing a ftatement of the troops under
Almafs Ally Cawn.

As it is not poflible for me to judge of the probability of a difturbance taking place in this
country, in confequence of Almals’s difmiffion from the office he now holds, I muit beg leave
to remind you, that the force under my command will be weakened very much by the reduction
which will be made in the regiments on the 1it of September (viz. 200 rank and file to be dif-
charged from each) and by the detaching a force to' Rohilcund. It would not be poffible, with=
out recalling that detachment, to carry more than 2,600 men fit for the fervice into the field. - It
alfo may be neceffary to reduce the fort at Etya, fhould Almals be inclined to keep poffeffion of
it, in which event we fhall ftand in need of four 18 pounders.

I beg leave to fuggeft to you, whether it would not be moft advifable to feize the perfon of
‘Almafs while he remains at Lucknow. The {everal bodies of troops, now difpofed at the feveral
ftations mentioned in your ftatement, would never think of affombling in one body if their
chief was confined; whereas, if he remains at liberty, it is not improbable but many of the
country pzople may join in an infurretion in his favour againft the Vizier's government, and he
“may perhas endeavour to gain the powers on the other fide of the Jumma to fupport his caufe.
You, however; haying the moft certain intelligence, are beft enabled to judge of the probability
of thefe events. ' -

Mr.
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© Mr. Brifiow to Hyder Beg Cawn, dated the 2gth of Rumzaan, or 28th Auguft 1783

You this day talked to me on the fubject of the fettlement of Almafs Ally Cawn's diftricts,
My advice Is as follows : That fuch of his Naibs may be continued, who will in futvre have no
collugion with him, and who are diftinguifhed as well for their attachment to his Highnels’s go-
verament, as for their good conduct in the cultivation of the country ; but it does not appear to
me there are any among them who anfwer this defeription.  Should there be any, be pleafed to
inform me.~—For a long time I have conftantly importuned you on the fubjeét of the fettlement
of Almafs Ally Cawn's diftriéts ; nothing is yetdone: Do confider this as a very delicate and im-
portant affair. 1 have repeatedly reminded you of it, and proteft again{t the mifchiefs and lofs
which have accrued or may acerue from the delay, The whole refts with you. .

Hyder Beg Cawn, in Reply.

"1 have received your fayour. In regard to the fettlement of the diftricts under Almais Ally
Cawn, whenever fwas ordered Tdid not object. - His Highnels was at Fyzabad. 1 reprefented
that vou were furnithed with the Aumils names, and I would exhibit a lift 'of thofe perfons tohim
whom you might think proper to nominate, An anfwer would artive in two days. ' Now that
"his Highnefs is here, be pleafed to make the nomination, and [ will prefent them to him. Thers
is na room for refle@ion or objection on my part-—I am obedient. You, Sir, are the magiftrate,
As you charge me with criminality, without reafon, I am helplefs, Whenever you direct me
to do it, I fhall addrefs his Highnefs, .

Mt. Briflow to Hyder Beg (faim, dated goth of Rumzaan 1197, or 29th Auguft 1783, i

1 have received your favour, inanfwer to my query, whether you had perufed the original cor-
redpondence between Mahajy Scindia and Cheyt Sing, and Almafs Ally Cawn, Notwithftand-
ing | have three times addrefled you on the fubject, you haye evaded to anfwer. You write me
other matters, [ explained at our interview this day. It is very true, tlmtﬁ;nu yeﬁerdn}g yers
baily confefled having perufed the correfpondence. My reafon for having a ed this confefhion
of you proceeds from the delicacy and importance of the bufinefs; and I gave you timely notice,
that you might not plead ignorance, in cafe of your being pleafed to recommend Almafs Ally
Cawn, '

Hyder Beg Cawu,l in Reply.

1 have received your favour, = You write regarding the perufal of Mahajy Scindia and Cheyt
Sing’s letters to Almafs Ally Cawn. I reprefented, ¢ That on waiting on you, I would afk the
% reafon for your putting the queftion.” [ did fo; and you were pleafed to aflign as the reafon,
that it was to prevent my pleading, upon any occafion, ignorance in excufe, ls this acing
fairly 3 As it is fome time {ince you fhewed me the letters, why are doubts entertained of my
objeéting to this bufinefs concerning. Almafs Ally Cawn's affairs? Ten months ago, when you
arived, you faid it was unadvifable toleave fuch extenfive countries under his charge. I repre-
fented that it was well, take them from him, The meafure was, conformably to your orders,
exceuted in regard to Ryzabad, &c. and you direted that he fhould be removed from FEtya and
Corah at the beginning of the year. I explained former tranfactions to you concerning the no-
mination of Rajah N underam to Corah, Rajah Jaggernaut to Etya, and Tokeodafs and other
HAumils under Almafs Ally Cawn being ready to attend ; 1 alfo fully explained the reafons why
my arratigements were fet afide. 1 never recommended Almafs Ally Cawn, nor do T recom-
mend him3 and on fhewing me the letter alfo, you fpoke to me concerning his difmiffion from
Corzh and Etya, 1 neyer objedtedin any manner, nor do I object. Let me know your plea=
fure, and I will execute it. Be pleafed, then, fully te explain why doubts are entertained of
my pleading ignorance of the letters, that being informed 1 may reply to them.

o

Vou, IV, i & g% M.



