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Dear Si, : Lucknow, 21 Feb. 148s. |

I have had the honour to receive your letter of the gth inftant, with the enclofures of one for
Hyder Beg Cawn, and one for Almafs Ally Cawn, and duplicates of your former letters to thefe
perfons, and to Hafltin Rezza Cawn,

Herewith I have the pleafure to tranfmit to you anfwers from the Nabob Vizier and his two
principal minifters to your ficlt letters: I am acquainted with their contents, although I had wo
fhare in their compofition, Ican affure you, that they contain the genuine and unwmixed fenti-
ments of the wiiters; and, for this reafon, I am perfuaded will atford your real fatisfadion. I
have the pleafure further to affure you, from the oppoitunity of daily perfonal obfervation, that
the Shah Zaada, the Vizier, and his minifters, entertain the moft entire confidence in your juftice
and fricndf'y intentions towards them; and that no uneafinefs remains upon their minds, but what
arifes from their perfonal attachiment and efteem for Mr. Hatftings. >

Tam willing to believe that you will confider the mention which is made of me in thefle letters,
as a proof that 1 had no part in dictating them. 1 own that my vanity is gratified by the fa-
vourable opinions exprefled of me ; yet a feafe of delicacy would induce me to defire they might
be fupprefled, if it had not occurred to me that they might ferve as an argument in fupport of
the honour which you havedone me to continue me in the charge of the affairs of your Govern-

ment at this Durbar.,

The Shah Zaada is preparing his anfwer, Almafs is at a diftance; but T expeé his alfo in a
day or two. '

The enclafed order for two hundred and two gold mohurs is the accultomary nazurs of congra-
tulation from the minifters Huflein Rezza Cawn and Hyder Beg Cawn,

As your letter informs me that Mr. Haltings had finally taken his departurs, 1beg leave in this
place to offer you my fincere congratulations on your acceflion to the honourable and important
itation which he has refigned, and my warmeft wifhes that your adminiftration may beinvariably

prolperous.

In my letter of the 13th inftant 1 had the honour to acquaint you with the ftate of the moft
material concerns of the Vizier’s Government, ~ The incurfion of the Seiks was fudden and pre-
datory, they retired on the firlt appearance of the Vizier’s troops, without any confiderable booty,
nor have they fince attempted to difturb the Vizier's dominions j on the contrary, ‘the chief who
is at this time with a body of thofe people near' the Vizier’s frontier, on the weftern fide of the
Ganges, has written to the Aumil of Rohilcund, that the late incurfion was an a& unauthorized
by and offénfive to their State. The greateft part of thefe freebooters have reticated acrofs the

umna, on theapproach of Lieutenant Colonel Knudfon’s detachment, and thofe who remain in
the Doab will avoid giving him any pretext for attacking themj their prefent purpofe is to levy
their tribute upon the country of the late Zaabita Cawn,

In this fituation of fecurity from their further ravages, the Vizier has recommended it to Co-
lonel Sir John Cumming to return to Futty Ghur, with the principal part of his force, leaving
Lieutenant Colonel Knudfon, with two regiments, at Anoopfhire, until the rife of the river thall
make the paffage of the enemy impracticable, which will be early inthe month of April,

The minifter and Almafs Ally Cawn continue on terms of entire cordiality and confidence, I
have not the fmalleft apprehention that their good underftanding will be interrupted, fince you
haye given them both fuch encouragement to rely upon your protection and fupporr, whilft they

difcharge their refpective duties for the advantage of both Governments : and as they know how

eflentially their own honours and interefts depend upon their zeal and fidelity, there can be no
doubt of their belt exertions. {

I advifed Mr. Haftings on the 22d ultimo, of the fufpicions which the minifter entertained of

Almafs Ally Cawn; but as [ confidered the exceptionable part of his conduét as calculated merely-

to'obtain fome advantage or indulgence in his farms, 1 told the Governor that I would not alarm

Aduwiniftration until 1 had proofs to juflify the apprelienfion of ferious danger. The truth is,

that Almafs Ally Cawn has been made too powerful and opulent a fubjed, and certainly would

be too much for the Vizier's government, if he was not refirained by irs conneion with outs:

but as matters are now circumitanced, his defeétion would be attended with maiH ill confequences,
i

and it cannot be denied that his opulence is productive of fome good ones. s punctuality in
; payments
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«/payment may be relied on 3-dnd he frequently affifts Government with the advanee of very con-
fiderable fums in its exigencies,. He knows that he can no where obtain fuch a degree of f=curity
for his perfon and property- as he finds in his prefent fitvation; it muit therefore be very unjuit
and rigorous treatment thiat will induce him to defert it; and fo long as he continues it, proper
management will turn it to the benefit of the State,

There can be no doubt that all the tranfactions between your Government, the Shah, and Ma-
hajee Scindia, might be managed by a fingle agent : butI are almoft certain that thefe two powers
would not regociate confidently with the fame perfon, The Shah is far from being fatisfied
with the exercife of the authority and influence which Scindia has acquired over his afairs, and
will ftruggle to free himfelf from his controul, whenever he thinks there is a profpeét of changing
it foranother that will leave him a greater choice of action. He will never lofe fight of your go-
vernment, aslis beft refource againft the injuries and indignities which are offered to him b

thofe who affume the direction of his affairs ; and as a time may come when it fhall be thought

as politic and expedient, as it may be thought juft and honourable, to fupport the houfe of Timur,
and as at all times Shah Allum will not fail toapply to you when he feels his fituation too irkfome
for his patience, it will perhaps be neceflary to have an exprefs agent from your Government to
refide with him for the purpofe of confidential communication, which it would be difficult to con-
duct withoutone. 1find alfo, that at this time the refidence of an agent in the fervice ot the
Company is ufeful to the Vizier; and that he is defirous a feparate agent fhould remain with the
Shah until his return to Delhi, when it will be clearly known whether his Majefty is determined
to continue the influence and authority of Scindia and the Mahratta State, or is difpofed to change
it. “In the former cafe, an agent from you will not only be ufelefs, but may be pernicious, whilft
your Government, and that of the Mahrattas, continue in their prefent relative fituation,

Thefe reafons againft giving any intimation to Major Browne of your fentiments upon this
fubjet, have occurred to me upon a fhort refle€tion, but your judgment and information are {o
fuperior to mine, that I cannot expet my arguments fhould be conclufive ; I offer them as my
excule for not hinting, until I hear from you again, any thing upon the fubje® to Major

Browne. -

Left the defire which is exprefled in the Vizier’s letter to vou, of my continuing here, fhould
be any reftraint upon your inclination, at any time hereafter, to place another gentleman in my
ftation, the fmalleft hint from you fhall fuffice to make the change my own aé ; and 1 fincerely
declare, that whenever you may think proper it fhall take place, I fhall have a ptide and fatisfac-
tion in the opportunity of evincinl the extent of my withes to deferve the confidence which jou
have repofed in me, and the regard which you have exprefled for me.

I fhall difpatch, by the public dawk bearers, to-morrow, and fucceffively, fome bafkets of
fruits, of which Hyder Beg Cawn requefts your acceptance, ' 2
I have the honour to be,
with the trueft attachment and refpect,
Dear Sir, :
Your moft obedient,
and faithful humble fervant,

(Signed) Wy, PALMER.

Dear Sir, ; I.ucknow; 24th F ébnj'ary, 1785, |

1 have the honour to tranfmit to you berewith, a letter from the Shah Zaada, in anfiver to
vours to him; and I have the fatisfation to affure you, that he is difpofed to conduét himfelf en-
tirely by the withes and advice of your Government, and o place the firmeft reliance upon your
perfonal kindnefs and friendfhip,

The Prince and the Vizier live in perfe& harmony3 and the former appears to be very happy
and contented with his prefent fituation. :
The
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_f,‘ﬁ// The Seiks have entirely evaguated the frontiers of the Vizier's Aﬂmi,;:ibm-, and every thing:

within them is in a ftate of tranquillity, without the lealt appearance of farther difturbance ar
obitruétion in the colletions. ' : R T
: I have the honour to be, with parfed attachment and refpeét,
< Dear Sies '

Your moll obedient, .
and faithful humble fervant,

Wy, PAL MER.

From the Prince : Received 7th March, 1783,

Your letter has been teceived; in which you write that you are ready and altive, from your
Hieart and foul, in obedience and fidelity to the prefence, and that at all times, apd inail fitu-
atigns, yau confider your alleginnce as your greatelt bappinefs; and that you are hopeful of the
fame fawﬁgr and pratection. fram the Prelence, as were experiencad by the lite Governor General.
Before this I had been convinced pf your fidelity and attachment to me; and pow, from the re-
piclentation of ‘Major Palmer, and from the receipt of your arzee, I have heen a hundred-fold
more inclived towards you. | The proofs of obedience in the late’ Governot Gengral, and his la-
bour alui_,‘qnl,qt‘lt'mf} to, forward my concerns, are well f;nuwn to, you, and that he was even defirous
of returning to this quarter, to fhew his attachment to the Prefence, he mult have acquainted
yous as it has been pecflary for him to depart for Europe, the f{artled allegiance which he had

irg"f;_i_g__‘ heart will, by the bletling of Giod, fhew itfelf in your conduct., 1 am convinced of and
pend ﬁf‘“}ﬁ upon your attachunent, and whatevar favour and protection were fhewn from the,
Prefence to the latc Governor General, will be dpubled towards you, Knaw me. to be beyond
meafure fayourable, and well inclined to you'; write conftantly the accounts of vour fituation,

Read the follayig letters to the Gowesnor General, from, bis, Excellency. the Nabob Vizier
ang, the Nabobs Hulflein Reza Cawn and Fyder | %g%fﬁﬁ E& _}"” il :

From the Vizier: Received 3d March "178'I5. . !
* Your friendly létter, containing the proofs of jfoug friend(bip and affcion, and full of words:

of friendthip, and letters of Kindnefs, arrived and ‘gladdened me with all the particulars of your
fipcerity and affection. ¥ L e - :

The conneflion and alliance which exifted between the Company,’ the Governor General, Mr,
Haftings, and the gentlemen of the Council, apdthedgceafed Dawab during his life, need not be
mentioned. By the blefling of God, the ftrength of this mytvalaffettion is every day encreafing.

© Mr. Haltings was at all times ready to {upport the conneétion of friendfhip, to improve the a-E.
fairs of the Company, to add benefits andi advantages, and ftability to the concerns of my govern-
ment, and to preferve the credit and fatisfaction of my miniiters, who ave faithful fervants to both
partiss;, and when he came to Lugknow, he fettled an agreement with them for the piyment of
the debt to the Company, and for the good management of all my concerns, « Thefe circumftances
are all known to you; and as you, outof regard to the fincere and clofe friendthip, in conformity
to'the cuftoms and rules of the Englifh, who never deviate from their engagements, have deter-
mined to prefecve it, andhaving from-your frlendflip approved thole plans are inclined to fapport
between yourfelf and me the agreement made by the Governor General, Mr, Haftings; you have
by this aufpiciousnews made me happy and eafy on all accounts, This matter was fully ex-
plained to the utinolt Rrisfi@ion of.my heart, by the letters of the Governor Generals. Mrs Hai=’
tings, angd the reprefentations of Major Palmer. - L am now from your letter fully conyinced that
you will mainfaiun that agreement, which s full of adyantages-to, both fides; snd Majoy Palmer,
has glven e the praatalt reliapce ypon you.  I'amnew, hopaful, from your fiiendfBip, thatin,
the {dme degree as the Governor General, My, Haltings, " fupperted. and maintained the ftrength
of {riendfhip, and the ftability of my concerns, and the credit and* tlie honoui of my minifters,
vow.alfo will ag prefent, from friendfhip, be inclined to,maintain the conneétion, of intimaey, the
eftablifhment and prometion of good management in my atfairs, -and the honour and credit of my
mjnifiers; and 1 willat all times be equally ftedfaft in my fiendfhiip with you, as with the Gb-
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vernor Ceneral, M. Haflings. By the bleffing of God the debt to the Company will be properly
fettled under the plan fixed by Mr. Haftings with iy minifters, I have been highly delighted thae
Major Palmer remains with me on the former footing, becanfe Major Palmer is always labouring’
with me to confirm the mutual friendfhip. From his letters you will learn-all particulars of my
friendfhip and fatisfaction.

From Huffein RezaCawn: Received 3d March 1783,

Your gracious letter, ‘containing the particulars 6f your friendfhip for his Highnefs the Vizier,
and of your approval and refolution to maintain the plan which the Governor General, Mr.
Haflings, fettled before his departure from Lucknow, honoured me by its arrival ina happy hour.
The letters ofthe Governor General, Mr. Haflings, affuring that you were determined to preferve
the friendfhip of his Highnefs, and to fhew favour to his minifiers and dependants arrived, and the
particulars were furthyr and fully explained by Major Palmer, in conlequence of your and the
Governor General, Mr. Haflings’s, inftrutions, and gave the higheft fatisfaction. As the labours
of the Company’s Chiefs have been always ftedfaft and firm in preferving the conneétion of friend-~
thip between the Company and his Highnefs the Vizier, and to this time its encreafe has, under
the Governor General, Mr. Haftings’s, management, been publifhed to the world and its inha-
bitants : At prefent, that your letters are arrived, and that with the pen of friendfhip you pro-
mife to preferve the conneétion in the fame ftate of frength and ftedfaftnefs, his Highnels and all
his wellwithers are made happy and grateful for your favours. I am an old fervant, wasfrom the
beginning the faithful fervant and wellwifher of both governments ; and nowalfo, being fixed in
the fame obedience and fidelity, and confidering you the fame as Mr. Haftings, and being ready
with my life, under a reliance upon your favour and prote&ion, 1 will perform the duties of at-
tachment, and will in no inftance be deficient in the execution of yourorders. I am convinced,
from your kindnefs and favour, that the fame proteétion as Mr, I-}(af’:ings gave to my credit and
honour, and the fame favours as he beftowed, you, who have now exprefled your approbation of
my conduct, will fulfil my hopes, by beftowing upon me the further particulars of my readinefs
and obedience ; and my dependance upon, and confidence in, the favours and kindnefs which you
have exprefled will be explained to,_you by the letters of Major Palmer, who formerly, in confe-
quence of Mr. Haftings’s inftructions, and now, in obedience tosyour orders, has given his High-
nefs and us, and all his Highnefs’s fervants, the greateft confidence n you. I am hopeful that I
anay be honoured with frequent letters, J

From Hyder Beg Cawn; received 3d March 1483,

In the fame words as the preceding.

Frem Huffein Reza Cawn'; 8th March,

_ Your gracions Jetter, full of the particulars of favour and friendfhip,
dignity ; and [ received the greateft plealure and h
nefs, and your reliance upon the fidelity of me, wl

and protection. By the blefling of God, and your good aufpices, all matters will be completed
in conformity ‘to your wifhes, and your great name and your dignity will be publifhed in all
Hindoftan, The fhadow of your favour and prote&tion alone is neceflary to produce that happy
ftateof affairs which you wifh; and the plan which the Nabob Governor General Amaud ul
Dowla Bahadre fertled in his own prefence at Lucknow, will, through your proteCtion, meet
‘with a happy completion to your utmoft fatisfaction ; at this time that from your knowledge of
men, and your protection of your fervants, you have written fo full a confolation to us, and Ma-
jor Palmer, in your name, has affured us of your favour and kindnefs, and your reliance upon
us, not the fmalleft hope, doubt, or alarm, is left in the heart of his Highnels and his fervants.
MJ prefent only wifh is, that, employing myfelf from my heart and foul in the execution of your
orders, and in obedience to your commands, ¥may prelerve your fatisfaltion and pleafure, which
‘1 muft conceive as my greateft happinefs, in the fame degree as I employed, obeyed, and exe-

cuted the orders of the Nabob Governor General Amaud ul Dowlal; knowing my happinefs to
be co;;ggrne{l\.;'l will from my heart and fowl employ myfelf in fidelity and obedienceto your com- .
L 1V, L

4 mands,
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_ arrived, and encreafed my
appinefs from learning your favour and kind-
hofe fole defire is to experience you fatisfaltion
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)ﬁ{}&s, _la__:wing"m‘f@i.‘lwlng av all times firmuin my attachment to .'l«_h__g_ Co!np?aﬂy"s government, and.

: thar'ofhis Hlighnefs, whidh are every way the fame, T 'will now, through hepes of your favour

and protection, be doubly fo5 for I, confidering niy own interefts to depend upon my proper
mnagement of the concerns of both governments, and in your fatisfation, you will learn all
thefe particulars from Major Palmer's létter.—The concern which, from your kindnefs, you men=
tion to have felt on account of the Seiks difturbiscs in the neighbourhood of Bevelly is very flat- :
tering,  The eafe is, that in the beginuing, from the ghauts. of the Ganges being fordable, the
Seiks crofled the river, but immediately on the spprosch of the army of the Vizier, having no
power to remain, they returned, and his Highnels's army being again-pat under ths command of
Raja Jugnaut Bahadre, hasin a proper manner difpotad ‘all the ghauts of the Ganges, and for a
greater (Ei'oteétion two regiments from the Company’s forces at Futty Gurr are marching towards
Laivapihire ; and his Highnefs's army having croffed at the ghauts, in the country of the King
and' Zabera Ehaw, are going towards the river Jumna, Tha difturbances of the Seiks are now at
an end, which 1 write for your information; and through your affiltance, and the firmuels of
yotir favour and protection, all matters will be properly fertled. 1 am, beyond difpute, full of .
attachment toboth governments, and am hepeful that 1 may be gladdened Ly letters of favourand
kinduefs, = Forther particulars of my attachment and ready fidelity to you, and my wifhes to pro-
care your fitisfacticn, will be fully known to youby Major Paliner’s letters, . WX

Fe— -

Erom Hyder Beg Cawn'; Db,

In the fame words. _ : v
- L ._-. 3! | - . :
LEXTRAC T of Cmfarr)’.: Lelter to Bmg ol dated Y1t April 1585,

r . ' 1y

Pat. 62, FH E refolution you paffed on the 31t December 1784 to withdraw the Refidency
from ﬁu'c know, and to accept the offer made by the Vizier and his minifter, to give the fecaripy
of bankers of known credit and refponfibility for the payment of the balance due to the Company,
and thecurvent Kifts, hasour approbation; but by this approbation it is by no means our inten~
tion, either on the one hand to condemn the conduct of our Relidents, or on the other to pre-
clude ourfelves from examining into the complaints exhibited againft them by the Vizier and his
minifier, 'We approve likewife of the continuance of an Accomptant or Receiver at Lucknow,
folong as any of the Company's troops fhall be ftationed in the Vizier’s dominions, whofe bufinefs
muft be confined to the fole purpole cf adjufting aud keepit iz the accounts between the Nabab, and
the Company, receiving the ftipulated fubfidy for thofe tro)ps, and for appropriating the fame in
fuch manner as you fhall think proper to dire&.

LETTERS from Mr, .’l/:'arpbni,%g ta tbe Nabob Vivier, Hyder Bry Khany &e. and Fyxeubla Kbon.
To the Nabob Vizier: Written 16th Jane 1785,

IN confequence of Major Pafiner’s withes to return from lis prefent office of minifler for the
Governitor General at your Highnels's court, I have appointed Calenel Hlarper to his offices

In this appéintmenc I have been guided by my knowledge of your Highnefs's high' opinion of
Calonel Huarper, and the redl attachment which he bews to your family, as well as tire grear
effeetn which your nvinifters and people bear to him from the experiance which your late moft il-
Iufirious father had of his attachiment and houeur. A

Wiafor Palimer will introduce Colonel Harper with the proper ceremony, to your Highne(s.. Pep-
mit me toadd, that it was the with of the late Governor. General, though he had no perfonal
friendihip for Colonel Harper, that he fhould be minifter on, the part of my government i yout
Highnels's court, after the departure of Major Palmer..

IF1 had it m my power to fhew a fironger mark of my attachment to your Highnefs, and of
mj determination to maintain the engagements fettled between us than I now do by thie appoint-

i
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.'J-m.ent of Colonel Harper, T would gladly give fuch a proof of my friendfhip. In every matter
you will find me the true friend of your family, and the juft fupporter of your rights. ~Colonel
Harper will explain particulars, _ % :

As Major Palmer is {peedily to return to Calcutta, I'truft your Highnefs will mark his depar-
ture {rom your court with civility and favour,

To Hyder Beg Khan, Huffen Reza Khan, and Almafs Ally Khan, of the fame tenor and date.

—

To Akbar Ally Khan: Written 16th June 1783,

T have the pleafure to acquaint you, for the information of his Royal Highnefs, that Colonel
Harper is appointed my minifter for the tranfaction of the affairs of my government at the court
of the Nabob Vizier. :

Colonel Harper will raceive a feparate and higher commiffion from me as my minifler at the
court of his Royal Highnefs, for whom I could not teftify greater loyalty and affection than by
fuch appointment.

Pleafe to inform his Royal Highnefs of my conftant attachment to his perfon, and that it will
be my greateft ambition to obtam for him folid proofs of the regard and friendfhip of the Englifh.
The {\iahob Vizier cannot oblige me more than by his conftant proofs of obedience and perfonal
friendfhip to his Royal Highnefs ; and thisis fully known to the Nabob Vizier, to his minifters
and people, Write to me frequent accounts of his Highnefs's welfare, and of your own profpetity.

To Fyzeulla Khan.

In confeguence: of Major Palmer’s wifhes to retire from his prefent office of minifter for the
Governor General at the Nabob Viziér's court, I have appointed Colonel Harper to his office.

In this appointment I have been guided by my knowledge of his Highnefs’s high opinion of
Colonel Harper, and the real attachment which he bears to his Highnefs’s family, as well as the
great efteern which his Highnefs’s minifters and people bear to him, from the experience which
the late moft illuftrious Nabob had of his attachment and honour.

Permit me to add, that it was the wifh of the late Governor General, though he had no per-
fonal friendihip for Colonel Harper, that be thould be minifter on the part of my government at
his Highnels's court, after the departure of Major Palmer,

Confidering me to be your true friend, write frequently, and let all your letters, and every in-

formation refpecting your concerns, be forwarded to me through the Colonel, to whom I refer
you for particulars.

To Muzufter Jung, of Furruckabad.
Of the fame tenor and date, except the laft paragraph, which isas follows:
In confequence of your friendfhip for the Company, I have given you this information ; and re-

queft that, confidering me to be vour true friend, you will conftantly write me the news of your
health.

EXTRACT
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. Para, 6. TN your letter of the 17th Japuary lait youhave fubmitted the following queftion to our
I datermination, viz. ¢ Whether the Company or the Vizier fhall e charged with the
expence of the detachment commanded by Sir John Cummings;” and we have taken an early
opportunity of communicating t6 you our direCtions herein, As your late Governor General, in
virtue of the powers with which he was inveited, had agreed. with the Vizier to firike out the
charge of this detachment from his account from 1ft January 1785, we hereby direét that the faid
agreement be punctually adhered to. . G\

. Tnthe final arrangement of the military peace eftablifhment which will accompany this
difpatch, we have had in view the whole of the fervice which it will be neceffary to provide for
under your Prefidenicy ; fuch part of that eltablifhment as wiil be ftationed in the Vizier’s domi-
niens will be paid by him according to the ftipulations of the fubfifting agreements, But it is our
pofitive order, that no greater number of troops be employed upon that fervice, unlefs at his Ex-

. cellency's particular.application and requeft ; and that all the troops fo employed be confidered as
part of our fixed cftablifhment, which is not upon any account to be enlarged.

8.  We cannot help exptefling our regret that the opinion of your Board did not concur with
that of the Governor General, when the queftion concerning therecall of Colonel Cumming’s de-
rachment was under your confideration, asthe expence of it will, before thereceipt of this letter,
amount to nearly the fum of £. 300,c00; and we agree with Mr, Haftings, that the brigade which
by treaty is to be conftantly refident in thofe dominions, would be founsd fully adequate to their
protection. We therefore direct, that upon receipt of this letter not a moment be loft in order-
ing the recall of Sic John Cummings’s detachment, fothat the Company may be inftantly relieved
from the burden of that enormous expence,

16, Thﬂ irraption-of the Seiks, of which you advife us, leads to no other conclufion‘but the
propriety of keeping o watchful eye over the weitern frontier of our own provinces, and thole of
the Vizier, which is the conclufion you properly draw from it

7. Inapreceding paragraph, we have ditrected the immediate recall of the Futty Ghur de-
tachment. But as by vour laft advices we find that in confequence of thefe hoftilities from the
Seiks in the province of Rohilcund, the Vizier had applied for the affiftance of a part of this de~
tachment, and that it was probable he would make a further requedt for the whole, wehereby or-
der, that the detachment be continued fo long as the Vizier {hall deem fuch continvance necef-
fary for his own fecurity, in which cafe the expence thereof mudt be carried to his account,
agreeably to the ftipulations of the treaty of 1781,

18, But as foon as the Vizier thall ceafe to require the affiftance of all or any part of that de-
tachment, we direct our former orders to'be carried intd exécution; andeven daring the time the
Vizier may callfor their affiltance, we hereby order, that the whole expence of the ftaff, batta,
and ‘other'contingencics, be immediately abolithed,

19, And while upon this fubject, wethinkit proper toexprels our approbation of the princi-
ples contained in Mr, Macpherfon’s letter to the Vizier; bearing date the 18th February laft, and
we expect that the agreements made between the Vizier and Mr, Haftings will be invariably ad-
hered to.

23, Upen the fame principle we muft exprefs our opinion, that if the continuance of Major
Palmer with the Vizier is withed for by him, it would be improper at prefeat to recall him, and
far lefs would it be proper to fend any perfon to refide with him whofe prefence would be peculiarly
adverfe to his feelings.

21, We obferve what is ftated relative to the good opinion Mr. Macpherfon entertains of Mr,
Briftow and Mr, Cowper. Upon that fubjeét we purpofely refrain from giving any opinion what -
ever; for the whole tranfaétions in Oude for a confiderable tine paft will very foon receive our full
confideration, and it would be improper to anticipate any opinion at prefent. :

22, In your letter of the 22d February lalt,, we find it ftated, that the fum charged to the
Vizisr for the brigade at Cawnporeis fhort of the aflual expence, in the monthly fum of current
rupees 33,760, 12. 4, and for the Futty Ghur detachment is current rupees 49,287, (1.8, and
for the regiment at Lucknow current rupees 984 ‘3. 10, It is not ourintention to charge to the
Vizier more er lefs than by the treaty he has ftipulated to pay ; but we muft at the fame time di-

rect
o
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i ‘that you make fuch arrangements it the corps ferving in his Excellency’s domiffions, with-
out diminifhing their actual force, as will reduce their expences within the fum-ipulated for {
them. 2kl ' Hefh ' AL 1

~ “23. As we confider the troops ftationed in the territories of the Wabob of Oude as forming a
ftrong barrier to our own provinees, and as in our feparate letter of this date we have Rated the
cﬁabﬁ{hed force which we think fully adequate to their defence, it'is our meaning that thofe
troops fhall be confidered as forming a part of fuch eftablifhment;

st

COPY of Lener from Warren Haftings, Efg; to the Court of Direétors, relative to their Cenfure on
his Condus? at Benarves ; and alfs the Anfwer of the Court of Direliors theveto, '

' Mo the Honourable Court of Dire&tors of the Honourable United Faft India Company.

i . Fott William, 2oth March 1783.
Honourable Sirs, I
"IN vyour letter to the Goverrior General and Couneil, dated the 28th Avguft 1782, you have \
been pleafed to enter into a large difcuflion of my proceedings at Benares, and to apprize the Board
~ of eertain refolutions comprehending your fudgment upon them, ‘T'hefe refolutions, asthe imme-
diate caufe and fubject of my prefent addrefs, I fhall, to avoid the pesplexity of frequent ard re-~
mote reference; hereto fubjoin, e '

¢ "That itappears tothis Court that on the death of Sujah Dowlah, 177 5, atreaty was made
with bis fucceffor, by which the Zemindary of Benares, with its dependencies, was ceded in pet-
petuity tothe Ealt India Cormpany. : |

*
£

LR

¢ That it appears to this Court that Rajah Cheit Sing was confirmed by the Governor General -

~nd Council of Bengal in the management of the faid Zemindary (fubjedt to the fovereignty of

the Company) on his paying.a certain tribute, which was fettled at icca rupees 22,66,180 3 ‘and

that the Bengal government pledged itfelfl that the free and uncontrouled pofiedion of the Ze-
¢ mindary of Benares, andits dependencies, fhould be confirmed and guaranteed to the Rajah and
“ his heirs for ever, fubjn& to fuch tribute, and that no other demand thould bemade upon him,

= “ norany kind of authority or jurifdiction exercifed within thedominions affigned him, 1o long as
“ he adhered to the terms of his engagements.

L3
4
£

e e

-

“ That it appears to this Court that the Governor General and Council did, on the sth of_]'uiy
¢ 1775, recommend to Rajah Cheit Sing to keep up a body of 2,000 horfe, but atthe fame time
¢ declared there fhould be no obligations upon him 1o do it, : '

 That it appears to this Court that Rajah Cheit Sing performed his engagements with 'the Com~
¢ pany in the yegular payment of his tribute of ficca rupees 22,606,180,

“: That it appears to this Court that the condué of the Governor General towards the Rajah
¢ whilft he wasat Benares was improper ; and that the imprifonment of his perfon, thereby dif=
¢ gracing him in the eyes of his fubjects and others, was unwarrantable and highly impolitic, and -
“ may tend to weaken the confidence which the native Princes of India ought to have in thejuftice
 ‘and moderation of the Company’s government.”

Tunderftand 1hat thefe refolutiahs were either publithed, or intended for publication, As they
have procecded from an authority fo refpeGable, every reader of them will naturally and without
hefitation believe that the facts on which they neceflarily and indifpentably depend have been fully
eftablifhed.—And who are the readers ! Not the Proprietors alone, whofe intereil is immediately
concerned in them, and whofe approbation I am impelled, by every motive of pride and gratitude,
to folicit, but the whole body of the people of England, whofe paflions have been excited on the
general fubject of the conduét of their fervants in India ; and before them I am arraigned, and pre-
Judged of a violation of the national faith in a&s of {uch complicated aggravation, that if they.
were true, no punifhment fhort of death could atone for the injury which the intereft and eredic
of the public had fuftained in them.

1 hope therefore 1 fhall not be thought ‘to give unnectliry trouble in calling your attention to a

fubjed not wholly perfonal, nor to fail in the refpect in which I have never vet failed, to your
You IV, 4 M Honourable
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.~ Honourable Caurt, in the mode of my vindication, which will not admit of the common defica-

cies of expreffion ; for I cannot admit fads, however affirmed, which I know to have no exift-

L,

ence; and by which my charader has been blafted, nor will a fimple denial or refutation of them '

be fufficient againft fuch a charge, if I can at the fame time appeal to your own knowledge, proved

by the evidence of your own arguments, and to what your Honouiable Court poffeffes of can-

dour for my firft juftification and acquittal,

The faéls affirmed, or exprefled in terms equal to affirmation, in your refolutions, are as fol-
lows:

1ft. That the Bengal government pledged itfelf that the free and uncontrouled poffeffion of
the Zemindary of Benares, and its dep :ndencies, {hoyld be confirmed and guaranteed to the Ra-
jah and his heirs for ever. -

2d, ‘That it pledged itfelf that no other demand fhould be made upon him, nor any kind of
authorit{y or jurifdi¢tion exercifed within the dominions affigned him, fo long as he adhered to the
- terms of his engagements.

3d. That the Governor General required him to keepup a body of 2,000 horfe, contrary to the
declaration made to him by the Goverpor General and Council, on the 5th July 1775, that there

fhould be no obligation on him to do it.

4th, © That Rajah Cheit Sing w4s hound by no other engagements to the Company than for the
payment of his tribute of ficca rupees 22,66,180.

sth. That Rajah Cheit Sing was a native Prince of India.

6th.  The judgment paffed on my cendudt as deducible from thefe fadls is that it was “impro-
¢ per, unwarrantable, and highly impolitic, and may tend to weaken the confidence which the
“ native Princes of India ought to have in the juftice and moderation of the Company’s govern=
“ ment.” —Here I muft crave leave to fay, that the terms “ improper, unwarrantable, and highly
¢ impolitic,” are much too gentle, as deductions from fuch premifes; and as every reader of the
latter will obvioufly feel, ashe reads, the deduStions which inevitably belong to them, I will add
that the ftriét performance of folemn engagements on ene part, followed by adts dire@ly fubver-
five of them, and by total difpoffeffion, on the other, ftamps on the perpetrators of the latter the
guilt-of the greateft poffible violation of faith and juflice. '

But this, and every other conclufion from the fa&s adduced in proof of them, will fall, if the
fa&s themfelves hayeno exiltence.—I do therefore moft pofitively and folemnly deny their exift-
CRCe, > f

I deny that the Bengal government pledged itfelf, that the free-and uncontrouled pofffion of
the Zemindary of Benares, and its dependencies, {hould be confirmed and guaranteed tothe Rajah
and his heirs for ever.

I deny that the Bengal government pledged itfelf that no other demand fhould be made upon
him, nor any kind of authority or jurifdiction exercifed within the dominians affigned Lim, fo
Iong as he adhered to the terms of his engagements.

Tdeny that Iever required him to keep wp a body: of 2,000 horfe, cantrary to the declaration.
made to him by the Governor General and Council, on the gth July 1775, that there (hould be nas
obligation on him to do it. : '

My demand (that is the demand of the Board) was né»t fhét he fhould'maintain any fpecific pum-

berof horfe, but that the number which he did maintain fhould be employed for the defence.of’

the general flate,

I'deny that Rajah Cheit Sing, was bound by no.other eﬁgngements to. the Company, than for
the payment of his tribute of ficca rupees 22,66,18¢.

He was bound by the engagements of fealty, and abfolute olbedience to every order of the go- -

vernment which he ferved, ~ The various and repeated profeffions of his letters are proofs and ac~

‘knowledgments of this conftrucion of his vaffalage ; and his own cabuleeat, orthe infrument by

which he engaged to perform the duties of his Zemindary, exprefles it in the acknowledgmentsof

the Company’s fovereignty. )
' Ideny

.,1'\:-
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Tdeny that Rajal Clieit Sing wasa native Prince of Tndia, | i

. Cheit Sing is the fon of a colleor of the revehue of that province, which fis arts, and the
misfortnnes of his mafter; enabled him to convert to a permanent and heriditary poffefion.
“This man, whom you have thus ranked amongft the Princes of India, will be afionifhed, When
he hears it, at an elevation fo unlooked for, por lefs at the independant rights which yout vowm-
mands have afligned him 3 rights which are o forgign to lus conceptions, that I doubr whether
hie will know in what language to aifert them, unlefs the example which you have thouglit it
confiftent with juftice, however oppolite to policy, to thew, of becoming his ad¢dcares againfk
your bwn interefts, -Thould infpire any of your own fervants to be his advilers and inftruiors,

1 fochear to detail the proofs of thefe denials: In legal propriety 1 might perhaps claim a dif-
peufation from it, and require the charges to be proved, not myf:lf difprove them; bur 1 have
alteady difproved them i my narrative of my proceedings at Benares, which has been long fince
in your hands, and is 1 hepe in the hands of the public.—To that I think it Tufficient to rofar,
and to point out the ninth and following pages of the copy which was printed in Calcutta for a
complete explanation, and { prefume as complete a demonitration of the mutual relation of Rajih
Cheit Sing, the vaflal and fubject of the companys and of the Company his Sov ereign.

" The fubje to which I now proceed, and on which I reft my fulle@t acquittal, is toa delicate
to admit of my entering upon it without requelting your indulgenee and pardon for whatéver miy
appear offenfive in it; and decloring that lfhouklyhave fubmitted in filence to the fevereft'ex-
preffions of cenfure which you could pafs upon me, had they been no more than exprefions, a

applied to real facts; but where the cenfures are not applied to real falts, and are fuch a3 fub~
ftentially affe® my moral chara@er, 1 fhould be myfelf an accomplice tn the injury, if T faffered
the flighteft imputation to remain, which it was in my power wholly to effuce, ' )

A breach of faith neceffarily implies antecedent and exifting engagements, and can onily be
confirued fuch by the exprefs terms of thofe engagements, 1 have been guilty of this crime in |
my treatment of Rajah Cheit Sing, or of none; and I may be allowed to regrer, that while you
ftated f(uch fadts as implied it, you did not in terms declare it, There is an dppearance of
tendernefs in this deviation from plain conftruction, of which, however meant, I have a right to
complain ; beeanfe it impofes ot me the neceflity of framing the terms of the actufation againft
myfelf, which you hive only not made, but have ftated the leading arguinents to it fo firongly,
that noone whe reads thefe can avoid making it, or not know to have been intended, j

But permit me to afk ~May I not prefume, that this deviation arole from fométh’in’g'iﬁém
than a tendernefs for my character or feelings? that it was diftated by a confciounfnefs that no
fuch engagements exifted ; for if any fuch did exiit, why were they not produced in fupport of

thg charges ?

Even the facks which are afirmed in the refolutions are fuch as mull depend on fome evidence;

for they cannot exift independently.  1f the Bengal Government  pledged itfelf,” its pledge muft

be contained in the written inftruments, which wera exprefsly formed and declared to de

ne the
reciprocal relation and obligation of the Rajah and the Company. :

The refolutions of your Honourable Court, as they fland unconnected in their original ftaté,
nult be accepted as the conclifions from certain and efteblifhed evidenee; and this evidence, [
muft prefume, you meant to produce in the long progrefs of detailed argument which precedes

‘them w your general letrer, This confifts of pierced extracls from opinions delivered by e in

the debates of councily which not only preceded the fettlement made with the Rajab Cheite Sing,
when his Zemindary became the property of the company; but, ftrange as it will appear, whica

affed onan occafion wholly foreign to ity and at a time when the company had not obtained the
ceffion of the Zemindary, At the point of the fettlement your detail ftopss had it proceeded, it
muft bave exhibited the conditions of the fettlement, which would have contradi€ed every fick
which you have afferted, and every man of candour will believe, that this was the only reafon
why it did not proceed; for why are my fpeculative opinions on the claim made upon the Nabob
Affof ul Dowlah to the Ceflion of the Zemindary of Benares, which I thought an infiingement
of a treaty already fubfifling with him, and upon the mode by which we fhould allow Rajah
Cheit Sing to exercife the management of his Zemindary, when it had become the property of

the Company, gquoted in evidence againft me when the actual deeds which conveyed to Cheit Sing

his poffeflion of the Zemindary, and all the conditions on which he held'it, were the only criteria
by which my conduét towards him could be tried ? The debates from which my opinions are ex-

tralted are fo voluminous, and my fhare in them bears fo large a propurticn, that it would take

up anuch time and argument to prove what I could prove, that in their collelive and relative fenfe

they
3
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ivotherwife, they were not to be made the rules. of my conduét; and God forbid that every ex-

: peQtation dictated bdr the impulfe of prefent emergency, and unpremediatedly uttered in the heat of
party contention, fhould impofe upon me the obligation of a fixed principle, and be applied to
every variable occafion, y : :

~ The wifdom of the legiflature has declared, that the whole colle@ive body of the Governor
General and Council fhall be bound by the opinions of the majority; but the doétrine implied in
~ your quotation of my opinion is the reverfe of that obligation, if my opinions were not conform-
able to thofe of a majority of the Board, formed on fuch concurrent opinions, ought to be quoted
as the rules of my conduct, not the opinions which only led to them,

Having folemnly pronounced that Rajah Cheit Sing had performed his engagements with the
‘Company, and that my condut toward him was “ improper and uhwarrantable,” you proceed
to fay, that < fuch further refolutions as you may think proper to come to on this important
< fuhject will be communicated to us by a future conveyence.,” This I cannot otherwife under~
" ftand than as an indication of your intention to order the reftoration of Rajah Cheit Sing to the.
Zemindary of Benares : It will be expected, after the judgment which youhave palled, as an al of
indifpenfible juftice; and whenever this promiffory dezlaration is made public, as it muft be, if
not already known, what may have been expected will be regarded as a certainty. If any thing
were wanting but the exprels notification of your intention to confirm it, the recall’of Mr.
“Markham, who was known to be the public agent of my own nomination at Benares, and the
‘resappointment of Mr. Francis Fowke, by your order, contained in the fame lztter, would placeit
beyond a doubt. This order has been obeyed; and whenever you fhall be pleafed to order the
retoration of Cheit Sing, I will venture to promife the fame ready and exaét fubmiffion in the
othér members of your council.

Of the confequences of fuch a policy I forbear to fpeak, Moft happily, the wretch whoft
Hopes may be excited by the appearances in his fuvour, is ill qualified to avail himf{elf of thewn,
and the force which is ftationed in the province of Benares is fufficient to fupprefs any fymptons of
internal fedition; but it cannot fail to create diftruft and fufpenfe .in the minds both of the
‘rulers and of the people, and fuch a ftate is always productive of diforder.

But it is not in this partial confideration that T dread the effe@ts of your commands; it is in
your proclaimed indifpofition againft the firft executive member of your firft government in India;
it is as well 'known to the Indian world as to the Court of Englifh proprietors, that the firft
declaratory infiruments of the diffolution of my influence, in the year 1774, where Mr. John
Briltow and Mr, Frances Fowke. By vour ancient and known conftitution, the Governor has
ever held forth and underflood to poffefs the oftenfible powers of government; all the corref-
pondence with foreign Princes is conduéted in his name; and every perfon refident with them for
the management of your political concerns is underftood to be more efpecially his reprefentative,
. and of his choice : And fuch cught to be the rule; for how otherwife can they truft an agent

nominated againft the will of his principal ? or how, knowing him to act under the variable in-
ftruétions of a temporary influence, or the cafual dictates of a majority, can they rely on the
" meafures which he may propofe, and which a fudden change of influence, always expected in a
deviation from conflitutional forms, may undo, and fubje& them, in every inftance of their
conneétion, to a continual flunuation of affuirs ?

Wher the flate of this adminiftration was fuch as feemed to admit of the appointment of Mr.
Briltow to the Refidency of Lucknow, without much diminution of my own influence, I gladly
feized the occafion to fhew my readinefs to fubmit your commands: I propofed his nomination;
he was nominated, and declared to be the agent of my own choice. Even this effe€t of my caution
is defeated by your abfolute command for his re appointment, independent of me, and with the
fuppofition that I fhould be adverfe to it. 1 am now wholly deprived of my official powers,-both
in the province of Qude and in Zemindary of Benares. v '

Nor will the evil flop at thefe lines.—My general influence, the effeéts of which have been
happily manifefted for the fupport of your interefis, is now wholly loft, or.what may remain of
it fuflained only by the prefeription of fong poffeflion, and fomething perhaps of perfonal attach~

? Fl

ment, imprefled by the habits of frequent intercourfe,

I almoft thudder at the refleCtion of what might have happened at thefe denunciations againft
your own minifter, in favour of a man univerfally confidered, in this part of the world, as juftly
attained for his crimes, the murderer of your fervants and foldiers, and the rebel to your au-

thority, arrived two months ealier. You will learn with your common difpatches what difficulties
- : Mahdajee

_ ! i 1
_cyf_:i_ré perfely confiftent, fo far asthey can apply at all to my fubfequent condut; but were L
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Mahdajee Scindia has had to furmount in reconciling the different members of the Mahratta State.
to the ratification, and even when ratified, tothe interchange of the duty included by hiwm in
May laft with this government, I daretoa peal even to your judgment for the reply; and to
afle, whether the minifters of the Pelhwa, poflefling the knowledge otgihch a circumfltance, would

. not have availed themfelves of it to withold their confent to the treaty, cither claiming to inclinle,
Cheit Sing as a party in it, or either overtly or fecretly fupporting his pretenfions, with the view:
of multiplying our difficulties ; or, whichis molt probable, waiting for the event of that changs
iis the fuperior government of Bengal, with fuch fymptoms portended, before they precipitated
their intereft in a conneftion with a declining influence, which they might obvioufly conclude:
would render this, with all jts other afts, obnoxious to that which fucceeded it ?

| Their counterpart of the treaty is ratified, and in our aCuak pofiefion ; and fuch is the character
of the man whom we have made our principal guarrantee of it, that it will infure us againft any
change of (entiment which might arife, from any caufe, in the brealls of his countrymen. I am
happy in haying been the fole inflrument of the accomplifhment of fo great anevent. It origin:
“ated in a fceng of univerfal revolt, encompaffing my own perfon; it began with the tnmediate
“feparation of the firft power of the Mahrata ftate from the general war, and was followed by the
. ihftant and general cellation of hoftilities, in etlelt by a permanent peace; for I haye a rjight now
to affirm this, having pofitively aflured Ero'u that it would provefuch, while the formal cons
firmation &f it remained {o long in a ftate of fulpenfe, In every progreffive ftate ofit, it hasiner
with obftru&ions which might have difcouraged even the moft determined perfeverence; in the
“known indifpolition of the Prefiden:y of Bombay ; in the calamitics of the carnatic ; ia the alarm-
ing interference of the Prefident aml felect committer of Fort St. George, by ths exaggerated
portrait of their affiirs ina letter addreféd to our minifter, and fent in circulation through ths
midit of Decan and Indoltan, entreating him at all events, and with whatéver facrifices, to pre-
cipitate the conclufion of the treaty, and fave them from deftruétion; bur above ally in the ve-
hement exclamations for peace from men of every defeription in Great Britain, to all thefe
counteraétions I have oppoled the principle of firmnefs and defionce 5 and, aided by the peculisr
talents, warinefs, and incomparable perfeverence of Mr, Lavid Anderfon, I have at length
brought my wifhes and yours to their deftined poini, Perhiaps, with alefs able minifter, T might
vet have failed; but even the merits of his fervices. I claim as my ownj for it was iy choica
“which called his mind into a€tion, and my confidence that gave it its beft execution. Pardon,
Honourable Sirs, this degreflive exultation 3 T cannot {uppreis the pride which | feel in this fus-
cefsful achievement of a meafure fofortunate for yourinterefts and the national honour ; for that pride
is the fource of my zeal fo frequently exerted in your fuppert, and never more happily than in thols
inftances in which [ have departed from the prefcribed and beaten path of action, and afTumed a
refponfibility which has too frequently driwn on me the moft pointed effects of your difpleafure.
But however | may yield to my private feclings in thus enlarging on the fubject, my motive i
Uintrodncing it was immediately connected with its context, and was to contraft the adtual itate
" of your political affairs, derived from a Happier influetice, with that which might have atrended
. anéearlier diffolution of it. - '

A It is now a complete pericd of eleven years fince ['firfl received the firlt nominal chargeof your
" affairss in the courfe of it 1 have invariably had to contend, not with ordinary difficulties, but
fuuch as moft unnaturally arole from the oppofition of thofe very powers from which 1 primarily
derived my authority, and which were required for the fupport of it.” My exertions, though
applied to an unvaried ‘and confillent line of action, have been occafional and diffultory ; yet L
[ pleafe myfelf with the hope, that in the anoals of your dominion, which fhall be written after
the extindtion of recent prejudices, this term of jts adminiftration wiil appear not the lealt con-
ducive tothe interefls of the Compuny, nor the lea ft reflective of the honour cf the Britifh name;
and allow ms to fuggeft the inftructive reflection of what good might have bezen dong, and what
evil prevented, had due fupport been given to thut adminiftration which has petformed fuch
eminent and fubftantial fervices without ity

You, Honourable Sirs, can attell the patience and temper with which 1 have fubmirted to all
the indignities which haye been heaped vpon me in this long fervice. It was the duty of fdelity,,
which 1 'wflentially owed to it3 it was the retutn of gratitude, which 1 owed, even with the
facrifice of life, had that been exacted, tothe Company, my original mafters, and molt indulgent
patrons, To thefe principles have [ devoted every private fesling, and perfevered in the viclent
maintenance of my oflice, becanfe T was confeious that I polfetled, in my integrity, and in the
advantages of local knowledge, thofe means of difcharging the funétions of it with credit to
myfelf, and with advantages to m employers, which might be wanting in more fplendid talepts
and becaufe I bad always a groung of hope, that my lohg fufferance would difarm the prejudices
of my adverfories, or the rotation of time produce that concurrence in the crifis of your fortune
with my own, which might place me in the fituaticn vo which I afpired, In the mean titne,
Vou IV, 4 N ) there
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there was nothing in alzly abtual ftate of your affairs, which could difcourage me from the profe-
cution of this plan. There was indeed an interval, and that of fome duration, in which my
authority was wholly deftroyed; but another was fubflituted in its place, and that, fthough
irregular, was armed with the public belief of an influence invifibly upholding it, which gave it
a vigour fearce lefs effeCtual than thatof a conftitutional power. -Befides, your government
had no extemal dangers to agitate and difcover the loofenefs of its compofition.

The cafe is now moft widely different.—While your exiftence was threatened by wars with the
moft formidable powers of Kurope, added to your Indian enemies, and while you confeffedly
owed its prefervation to the feafonable and vigorous exertions of this gevernment, you chofe that
{eafon to annihilate its conftitutional powers. You annihilated the influence of its executive
member j—you proclaimed its annihilation] you virtually called on his affociates to withdraw
their fupport from him, ard they have withdrawn it; but you have fubftituted no other in-
firument of rule in bis ftead, unlefs you may fuppofe that it may exilt, and can be effectually
exercifed, in the body of your council at large, poflefling no power of motion, but an inert fub-
miffion to the letter of your commands; which, however neceflary in the wife intention of the
Iegiflature, have never yet been applied to the eftablifhment of any original plan or fyftem af
meafures; and feldom felt, butin inftances of perfonal favour, or perfonal difpleafure,

Under fuch a {ituation, I feel myfelf impelled, by the fame fpirit which has hitherto animated
'me, to retain my poit againit all the attempts made to extrude me from it, to adopt the contrary
line.—The feafon for contention is paft.—The prefent ftate of affairs is not able to bear it.— I am
morally certain that my f{ucceffor in this government, whoever he may be, will be allowed to
poflefs and exercife the neceffary powers of his ftation, with the confidence and fupport of thole
who by their choice of him will be interefted in his fuccefs. I am become a buythen to the
fervice, and would inftantly relieve it from the incumbrance, were I not apprehenfive of creating
worfe confequences by my abrupt removal from it. Such an act would probably be confidered
by Mahdajee Scindia as a defertion of him in the inflant of his accomplifhument of the treaty,
and defeat the purpofes of it, which remain yet to be effeted by hisagency, I amallo perfuaded,
that it would be attended with the lofs of the Commander in Chief, in whole prefence alone 1 look
for the reftoration of peace to the Carnatic, which he perhaps would think too hazardous in undec-
taking, with noother fupport than that of a broken government.—1 have now no wifh remain-
ing, but to fee the clofe of this calamitous fcene, and for that I hope a few months will be fuf-
ficient,—My fervices may afterwards be fafely withdrawn; but will {ill be due, in my con-
«ception of what | owe to my firflt conftituents, until they can be regularly fupplied by thofe of
my appointed fucceflor, or until his fucceffion fhall have been made known, :and the interval but
dhort for his arrival, '

It therefore remains 'to perform the daty which [ had affigned to myfelf as the final purpofe of
this letter, to declare, as I now moft folemnly do, that it is my defire that you will be pleafed
1o obtain the early nemination of a perfon to fucceed me in the goverament of Fort William ;—
to declare, thatit is my intention to refign your fervice, as foon as I can do it without prejudice
to your affairs, after the allowance of a competent time for your choice of a perfon to fucceed
me j—and to declare, that ifin the intermediate time you fhall ‘proceed to order the reftoration of
Cheit Sing to the Zemindary, from which, by the powers which I legally poffefled, fand conceive
myfelf legally hound to.affert, againft any fubfequent authority to the contrary, derived from the
{ame cemmon fource, he was depofed for crimes of the greateft.enormity, and your council {ha'l
refolve to execute theorder, I willinftantly give upmy {tation and the fervice.

To thefe declarations, fuffer me to add this refervation, that if in the mean time the adts of
which 1 complain fhall, on amature revifion of them, be revoked, and I{hall find myfelf poffefled
of fuch a degree of your confidence as fhall enable me to fupport the duties of my flation, [rwill
«<ontinuesin it until the peace of all your pofleflions fhall be reftored, or it fhall be your pleafure
20 allow me to refign it.

ug
I have the Honour to ‘be,
Honourable Sirs,
Your moft obedient,
and faithful Servant,

WARREN HASTINGS

t P. S
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" P.S. Upon a careful revifal of what I have written, I fear that an expreffion which I have
ufed, refpeting the probable condu& of the Board, in the event of orders being received for the
. reftoration of Cheit Sing, may be conltrued as intimating a fenfe of diffatistaction applied to
tranfadtions already paft—-Itisnot my intention-to complain of any ons, but to vindicate miy own
charadter, and to 1{;@
fon, to caft a cenfiire on any others : yet, I feel, in my efteem for Mz, Wheler, and inmy folici-
tude to avoid even the imputation of reflo@ing unjuitly on his condu®, a duty impelling me to
. .declare, that, in my experience of it, fince the time that we were firfk in the habits of mutual
. confidence, it has been fair and honourable to miyfelf, and zealous to the public; equally free from
profeffion and fubterfuge; and his fupport given to me, in every inftance, equal to whatever
claim I might have to it ; . :

Wi L.

OBSERVATIONS on a Letter to the Court of Directors of the Eaft India Company
“from Warren Haftings, Efquite, Governor General of Bengal; dated at Fowe William,
the aath March, 1783, mterfperfed with fuch anthentic Documents, as tend to fhew the
Grounds upon which the DireGors eftablifhed their Refolutions refpecting N H‘a‘ﬁ'r'ngg'
Conduct towards Cheyt Sing, the Rajah of Benares.—Printed by Order of the Court dof
Directors, November 19, 1783 :

At a Court of Dire@ors, held on Thurfday, the 18th July 1782

R ESOLVED, 1ft. That it appears to this Court, that on the death of Sujah Dowlah i
1775, a treaty was made by his fucceffor, by which the Zemindary of Benires, with its depen-
dencies, was ceded in perpetuity to the Eaft India Companiy, '

Refolyed, 2d. That it appears to this Court, that Rajah Cheyt Sing was confirmed by the
Governor General and Council of Bengal in the management of the faid Zemindary (fubjelt
to the fovereignty of the Company) on his paying a certain tribute; which ‘was fettled ‘at Sicea
rupecs 22,606,180 and that the Bengal government pledged tfelf, that the free and uncon-
trouled polfeffion of the Zemindary of Benares, and its dependencies, fhould be confirmed. and

" auaranteed to the Rajah and his heirs for ever, fubje@ ‘to fuch tribute; and that no other
demand fhould be made upon him, nor any kind of anthority or jurt{diftion exercifed within the
dominions affigned him, fo long as he adbered to the terms of his engagements.

Refolved unanimoufly, 2d. That it appears to this Court, That the Governor Gengeral and
Cotineil did, on the sth July 1775, recommend to Rajah Cheyt Sing to keep up a body of
. 2,000 horfe, but at the fame timedeclared there fhould be no obligation on him to do it.

Refolved unanimoufly, ath. That it appears to this Court, that Rajah Che}'t.Si'ng- per

formed his engagements with the Company, in the regular payment of his tribute of Sicca

rupees, 22,600,180,

Refolved, sth,  That it appears to this Court, that the conduct of the Governot General
towards the Rajah, whilft he was at Benares, was improper; and that the imprifonment of his
perfon, thereby difgracing him in the eyes of his fubjects and others, was unwarrantable and
highly impolitic, and may tend to weaken the confidence which the native princes of [adia
ought to have in the juflice and moderation of the Company’s government,

OBSERVATIONS,

: the difficulties of m?g"ﬁtifaati'ﬂn-.-,-.—Ndi!her do I mean, by excepting one per- |

'
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OB S BRIV BT 7 F O INa S &c.

The Court of Directors having thought proper, after the moft mature deliberation, to come
to fundry refolutions refpecting the conduét of the Governor General of Bengal towards
Cheyte Sing, the Rajah of Benares, the fame were tranfmitted to the Governor General
and Council, with feveral prefatory paragraphs, Thefe refolutions have produced a very
extraordinary reply on the part of the Governor General, denying, in the moft pofitive
terms, the exiftence of the faéts on which they were founded.

As the Governor General has forborne * to detail the proofs of thefe denials,” notwithftand-
ing his opinion, * that a {imple denial of them would not be fufficient,” his letter woull
probably have remained unnoticed. had not the zeal of his friends, by printing and circulating
it, forced it upon the public attention. A letter calculated to bring contempt, as well as an
odium on the Court of Dire&ors, for their conduct on this occafion.

This ftep, taken by Mr, Haftings’s friends, makes it necefliry, in vindication of the conduct
of the Court of Dire@ors, to bring forward fuch obfervations as nacurally eccur on the various
affertions contained in the Governor General’s letter; and in order to remove any unfavourable
impreflions which it may have made on the minds of the public.

The printed letter above mentioned, is preceded by extrads from the Company’s general letter
to Bengal, dated the 28th of Augult 1782; at the conclufion of which extracts is added the
following note or memoerandum, '

¢ The fetter from which the foregoing extra&ts were taken, was figned by the two Chairs
¢ and eleven Directors.” :

F may therefore be proper, before we enter on a juftification of the refolutions, to which part
of the foregoing extracts allude, to flate, ;

That for the 1t refolution they were 22 Directors againft one.
For the 2d refolution there were 15 againft 8. ;
The 3d refolution paffed unanimoufly.

The ath refolution, * that Cheyt Sing performed his engagements, &c.” paffed likewife
unanimoufly,

For the sth refolution, after the terms of it, refpeting the conduct of Mr. Haltings, bad been
much foftened, there were 16 Directors againit 7.

The Governor General, in his letter refpecting the faid refolutions, has expreffed himfelf in the
following words

¢« [ deny that the Bengal government pledged itfelf, that the free and uncontrouled poffeflion
¢ of the Zemindary of Benares, and its dependencies, fhould be confirmed and guaranteed to
¢ the Rajah and his heirs for ever.

¢ 1 deny that the Bengal government pledged itfelf, that no other demand fhould be made
“ ypon him, nor any kind of authority or juritdiction exercifed within the dominions affigned
¢ him, fo long as he adhered to the terms of his engagements.”

Rajah Pulwant Sing, the father and immediate predeceffor of Rajah Cheyt Sing had rendered
great affifiance to the Company, in the war between them and the late Vizicr, Sujab Dowlab, Nabab
of Oude. Upon the conclufion of that war, General Carnac was, on the tith June 1765, em-
powered by the Prefident and Council of Bengal to fettle certain preliminary articles with Sujah
Dowlah, ons of which was, to fecure Bulwant “ing in the poffiffion of bis country. And by the §th
article of the definitive treaty concluded by Lord Clive at 1liahabad, on the 16th Augul ‘fulluw-
ing, * His Highnefs Sujah Dowlah engages, in the moit folemn manner, to continue Bulwant
“ ving in the Zemindaries of Benares, Gavzipore, and all thofe diftriéts he poffefied at the time
“ he came over to the late Nabob Jaffier Aly Khan and the Englith, on condition of bis paying the
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On the death of Bulwant Sing, in Anguf 1770, his fon Cheyt Sing was, at the recommen-
dation and requetft of the Prefident and Council of Bengal, inveited with the government of his
father’s territorics, on his giving a nazerrannah of 20 lacks of rupees, and agreeing to an increafe
of two lacks and a half in his annual tribute.

The inftrument which was delivered to Cheyt Sing by the Vizier upon this occafion is called
a treaty, in which are the tollowing words: ¢ excepting what is included in the prefent agree-
¢ ment, uothing fball cver be demanded of you in future'——It then concluded, ¢ in this, God;
< and the Prophet of God, and the Koran, are included, that between us, and our joint pofleritys

& there will never be a pariation berein)”

The negociation for eftablifhing Cheyt Sing in the Zemindary of his father, was carried on
by Captain (now Colonel) Gabriel Harper.——The following paffage, in a letter from him of
the 8th O&aber 1770, to the Prefident and Council of Bengal, giving an account thereof, points
qut the true line of policy which ought to have been followed by thofe who afterwards took the
lead in that country: ¢ 1 will leave to the young Rajah, and others, to acquaint you how ¥
¢ haye conducted myfelf; only thus much Iét me fay, that I have kept a fri& eye not to
<« diminifb our national bauour, difintereftednefs, and juftice ; which I will conclude has had a
« greater effect in {ecuring to the Company their vait poffeflions, than even the force of their arus,
« hagever jormidable, could dol’ '

The fettlement of the Zemindary in the family of Bulwant Sing was deemed of fuch confe-
quence to the Company’s affairs, that the Prefidént and Council, in their letter to the Court of
Direttors of 3ift of October, 1776, offer their congratulations in the followin words.——
¢« Permit us, honourable Sirs, to congratulate you on fo very happy 2 conclufion 0? an event we
% deem highly important to your intereft. And in their lerter to the Court of 24th of December
following, they fay, ¢ that Cheyt Sing is now FULLY invefled with the government, 10 the entire
« fatisfadtion of every oney and is confidered by the Vizier as holding that country on the fame tirms as
% bis father, the difference in the revenues excepted

The Rajah, by a letter to the Governor received the 7th of November, expreffed his {enfe
of the obligation thus conferred upon him, in the following words : « The fayour of the Englith
« Sirdars is fuch that I cannet defcribe the fmalleft particle thereof, and if even every hair of my
« head was a tongue, it would be impeffible to exprefs my fenfe of it.”

This event happened more than twelve months before Mr. Haftings fucceeded to the office of
Prefident and Governor of Bengal; yet he has alferted in. his printed narcative, That
% Chegt Sing obtained from our influence, exerted by myfelf, the firft legal title that his family
¢« eyer poflefled of property of which he, till then, was only the Aumil,, and of which he became
« the acknowledged Zemindar, by a fannud granted to him by the Nabob Sujah Dowlah, at my
4 inflance, in the month of September, 1773 :

This ill-grounded affertion has been noticed here in order to fhew the neceflity of a careful
examination of the feveral pofitive affertions in the Governor General's letter, before a decided
opinion be formed of the conduét of the Diredors. :

In the beginning of the year 1773 it was determined by the Council of Bengal, that their
Prefident, Mr. Haltings, {hould proceed to Benares, in order to obtain a perfonal interview with
the Vizier. And in their inftructions to him upon this occafion, dated 23d June 1773, they fay
« We empower you to renew, on behalf of Rajah Cheyt Sing, the ftipulation which was formerly

¢ made with the Vizier in favour of his father Rajah Bulwant Sing, i confideration of bis fervices
< 10.the Company in the year 17604.”

M. Haftings having executed his commiffion, he, on the 4th of OCtober, refuméd his feat
at the Board, and delivered in:a repoit of his negociations. ;

Thefe negociations, {o far as they relate to Rajah Cheyt Sing, are reported: in.the following
words : :

< No, 3, is.a Perfian copy of a coulnama, or engagement; which [ obtained from the Vizier, con-
¥ firming to Rajab Cheyt Sing and bi;_pqﬁe_niiy,,the ftipulstions formerly made in- behalf. of his father
«"Bulwant Sing.—No. 4, Is an Englifh tranflation of it.—No. 5, a copy of the Vizier's pottah.
¢ or rent roll, fixed with Rajah Cheyt Sing for the year 1178%, and alluded to in the coulbama.

" * Bengal Style.
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glith tranflacion of the Pott;,\}u_-_-Nb'. 7y the tm-i;ﬂ-:n;jhﬁ ﬁo"f'_-a Ietter which

€] Lwrote to R
&\ coulnaysa.”

ajsh Cheyt Sing, -as a Jurther offirance’ of 1he condiiion promifed in the.

 The coulnama was executed in wy prefeace, and atteffed by me. The Vizier defired that

. the fipulations made.in favour of the Rajah ‘might' be executed i this mode, rather than b

#oan article inthe tredty, and 4t was equally fatisfaltory to ihe Rajuby—] mult remark that he had
' \already given the Rajahia coulnama of this tenor, foon after the death of BulwangSir;g, through
¢ the folicitation of Captain Harpuor, by the orders of the Select Committee, —He could there~
“ fore have no reafonable plea to refufs ths confirmation of it.  Neverthelefs he feemed 1o think

€ his former act of o little validity, that he prefled mey in very éarne& terms, for my confent

$€ that he thould difpofefs the Rajah of the fares of Luteefpur, and Bidjyeur, and take From bim 10

5 Lucks of vupeesover.and above the fiipulaied rent; and he feemed greatly diffivisfied at my refis-
¢ {al; . He argueil, that the treaty of lllahabad related to Bulwant Sing folely, and ywas never
 meant to extend to his poficrity, 1 confels the fosser of the treaty exprefes no more, yer T
* cannot-conceive that either the Rajah or Lord Clive, ‘when the treaty was made, " could
€ have intended it in that fenfe. It bas certainly been difforently underitood, both by the Company
€ ‘and by this admimifiration; and the Vizier himfelf had defore put it out of all difpute Ay 1he
S folewn aét pofled in the Rajab’s fawoury on his Sueceffon to the Zemindary, 1 am well conyincel
“ that the Rafab's inberitance, and perhaps his life, are no longer {afe than wobily be'enjoys the
 Companys’ protcsiion, 'which is his due By THE Ties OF JUSTICE; AND THE OBLIGATIONS
¢ OF PUBLIC. FAITH; and which Policy ‘enjoins us to afford him. ever moft effeTually .
$¢ His country is a firang bavrier to ours, without fubjeétingus to any expences, and we may de-
£ pend vpon him s a fure ally, whenever we may dtand ' need of his fervices.” ) o

~

. I_In the tranflarion of the coulhama given by Sujah Dowlah to Rajah Cheyt Sing, which was
Lid before the Council by M. Haftings, are the following paffages 1 exclufive of the jummat

¢ dpecified in the cabooleat, ny increafe fhall ever bereafier be demanded, By the word ‘of God,

¢ and the holy Koran, and of the bleffed Imaums, this agreement is made between me ‘and my
€ beirs; and you and your Hiirs, and it Shall never be deviated from.” i

The Pottal fixes the tribute at rupees: 22,48,449; and concludes in this manner s « Jy the
& favour of God there fhall never be any deviation from this agreement.” Aty

1l

The paper No. 9, veferred to in the before-mentioned report, which is a tranflation of a letter

from Mr. Haflings to Rajah Cheyt Sing, as a further affarance of  the conditions promifed in
the coulnama, is as follows :

“ Trom the Governor to Rajah Cheyt Sing. -

“ At this time, the Vizier of the Empire having given you an agreement under his hand and
€ Afealy which I hawe counterfigned, and alfo affixed my feal toy it isneceflary, that, ccmihrmahl.y
“ thereto, and according to the treaty concluded at Allahahad by Lord Clive, und the Vizier,
# refpecting Rajah Bulwant Sing, your deceafed father, you with the greateft chearfulnefs, pay
* to the Vizier the rent therehy eftablifhed, in which cifé the Company will always attend in
“ gour welfare, and afford you their cave and proieition s and in the agrecmonts afore-mentioned, there
 Sall never be any breach or deviation.” :

¥

Sach was the relation in which Rajah Cheyt Sing ftood to the Company, previons to the

fovereignty of Benares being transferred ro them, upon the fuccefion of Afoph ul Dowlah to
the Subahihip of Oude,’ .

M., Flattings’ idea that the rights of Cheyt Sing were eftablifhed, even éaﬁfe__tbe Company were

the guarantee for the performance of the agreement berween bim and the Vizier, is clearly exprefled, by

his refufal to permit the Vizier to difpofels the Rajah of the forts of Luteefgar and RBidjygur,
and to take from him 10 lacks of rupees over and above the ftipulated rents.—But when ﬁ‘f;r.
Haftings, on behalf of the Company, became himfelf the guaranitee of u treaty, which confirmed
the Zemindary to Cheyt Sing and his heirs for ever, under a certain fixed tenure, how much
more was the Company's prote@ion due to the Rajah, “¢ by the ties of jufiice and the obligations of
public faith /" : ' :

B Amount of the tibute, o
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Even after the death of Sujah Dowlah, and immediately preceding the transRr of the fove- .
scignty of Benares, the Refident at the Court of. the new Vizier was equally fonible of the
rights of the Rajah, as appears by the following extract of a letter from him to the Governor
General, dared 14th April 1775, : - \

« “ I quoted (to the Vizier) the treaty fubfifting between the late Vizier and Rajah Cheyt Sing,
¢ and their beirs refpetiively, of which the Com pany were the guarantees, So long as the Rajah paid
¢ his kifts when they became due, his Excellency on his part could not demand an increafe of
“rent or fums in advance’

And on the very eve of the conclufion of the treaty with Afoph ul Dowlah, the young Vizier,
Mr. Haitings flept in between him and the Rajah to fhield the latter from the unjuft demands
of the former, notwithitanding if the money had been received from the Rajah, the Vizier had
promifed to pay it to the Company in part liguidation of bis debt,  On that occafion: the Rajaly
wrote a letter to Mr. Haftings, which he  received ou the r3th May 177, exprefling his ac-
knowledgments in the foliowing words: < I have been honoured with your friendly fetter, in-
fo‘rming me, that, « agreeably to my defire, you have written to the Nabob Afoph ul Dowlal,
2o defift from bis demand of b lacks of rupees in advance” It concludes, « may the' Almighty
“ grant vou a long continuance of every blefing which this world can afford, for your
“ Rindnels to me on every occafion, who have no other dependance but on your favour!”

Having thus fhewn the connection between Rajah Cheyt Sing and the Company previous
to the fovereignty of Renares being transferred to the Englifh, and the unalterable tenure by
which he held his Zemindary under the Vizier, it is.proper to examine the proceedings of the
Governor General and Council, which led to the treaty with the fucceflor of Sujah Dowlah, by
which that fovereignty was vefted in the Company.

In doing this, it is impoffible to feparate the fimple negociation for obtainining the fovereignty
of the Zemindary from the terms upon which the Rajah was to hold it under the Company ; for
fo far from the latter fubje@ being, as Mr. Haftings las afferted in his printed letter, < wholly
“ foreign to the former,” it will be feen they are fo blended together, that they cannot, nor
 indeed ought nor, to be feparated,

The death of Sujah Dowlah happened in the beginning of February 1975 ; and it having been
agreed by the Bengal Council, on the 13th February following, that a new treaty fhould be
executed with Afoph ul Dowlah, his fon and fucceflor, the Governor General propofed, « That
¢ each member of the Board fhould deliver in his fentiments of the conditions to be required or
¢ acceded to for the new treaty’s obferving that not having fufficiently confidered the {ubject in
¢ the latitude which has been given to it by the foregoing refolutions, he wiflies to prepare what
“ he may have to offer himfelf,”

Upon which it was « tefolved, to adjourn unto the evenin g, that every member may prepare his
 ideas on the fubject.”

But how has Mr. Haftings fpoken of the cool and deliberate opinion which he prepared in .
eonfequence of the preceding refolution, when he afterwards faw that opinion quoted by the
Court of Diretors? « God forbid (fays he) that any expreflion, dictated by the impulfe of
‘< prefent emergency, -and unpremeditatedly uttered in the beat of party contention, thould impofe upon.
‘¢ me the obligation of a fixed principle, and be applied to évery variable occafion,

So far from -its being the intention of the Board, that their opinions in this bufinefs fhould
be confidered as mere words pafled in debate, it will be prefently fhewn, that even in this
imperfeét ftage of it, they defired the attention of the Court of Di,re:f.){ors to thofe very opinions ;
nor was it poffible for the Court to confider them in any other light than as the«deliberate fenti-
ments of each individual member, which were hereafter to be fo modified, as to meet the general
concurrence, it

¢

The Board being affembled in the evening, the members delivered in their feparate opinions in
writing ; {0 far as thofe opinions relate to the province of Benares they are here {ubjoined,

§ The Refolutions here fpoken of related only to the Vizier. \
2,
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M, Francis’s Opi;;ib';'!. :

# The Zemindary of Benares is to be made dependant as a fif on the united kingdoms of Ben-

“ paliand Bahat ; and the tribute, lately-paid by the Ra_}qh to the Viziexr, to -hﬂ-_pﬁi'd ta ﬂ‘i"ﬁdﬂf‘

# Ve oment, ._
¢ "The profent Rajah of Benares to be confirmed in the Zémindary, whi ch may be perpetuated
* in his family, under a fixed annual tribute, and ¢ fixed fine at each future inveftiture; a free trade

1o he opened berwaen thefa proyvinees and his country.——Zhe Rajahls autharity in bis own goveps=:

« ment to be lft jree and unconirouleds’
Mr. Barwell's Opinion, X

% The independency of Ganzepoor on Oude is a great political object, and ought to be infified
« i and wliatever may be ref olyed re{pecting the revenue paid by the Rajah of that country,
& ‘the Englifh Government o bt nat to fland in the Jams, velation to it as the Jate Vigier ; becaufe the
# countty of Benares and Gauzepooy is & natural barrier to thefe provivcess and the Rajah fhould:
< have the ftrongelt 1225 of interet to fupport our Government, in cafe of any future rupture with

the Soubah of Qude, "To make this bis intereft, be mufi not be tributary to the Eughﬂz Government §

=

-
-

& for from the inflant he becomes its tributary, from that moment we may expe& him to fida, i

% againft usy and by taking advantage of the troubles and commotions that may arife, attempt

& to difbuthen himfIf of his pecuniavy ‘obligations.”

Colonel Monfou's Opinion.

¢ We fhonld écquira that Cheyt Sing’s Zemindary be annexed to the Subahfhip of Bengal, ot
& Bahar, or to both.” R TR : . . -.

Genera? Clavering’s Opinion, -

% "That the Zemindary of Benares and G;;quc;:pghg fhall be held by Cheyt Sing, of ih.é'Mv-

¢ pany, inftead of the Subab of Onde.

6 The Nabob torelinquifh to the Company- the fiwgreiguty of Benares and Gauzepoor, to be
Held, as at prefent, by Cheyt Sing, on bus paytig his tribute to the Gompany.

< In order to attach this Rajah fo. the Companys bis tribute ought o be diminifbed; aboLaft
é phree lasks of rupeess” : '

Governor General’s Opinions.

& That tht}‘?erpg{rm! and independent pofleffion of the Zemindary of Benares, and Rs--dﬁ?%d%-—-

¢ annual payment of the revenue hitherto paid to the late Vizier, amounting to rupees 23,71,6504
s 12, to bedifpoled of as ¢xprefied in the following article ; thai na. other demand be tnage upon
< fiim, either by the Nabob of Oude, or this Goyernmeat, nor any kind of authority or gurifdiction
¢ exercifed by either, within the dominions affigned him, ]

& cies, be confirmed and guaranteed 19 Rq}ab Chaye Siu‘%,_ and his bers, jov ever, fuhjeck gndy to the

¢ 4d. That an equal partition be made of the. revenue.of the Zemindary of Benares, betwoen
¢ the Company and the Nabob of Oude; thatis to fay, that the Rajah fhall pay monthly taeach
¢ the fum of rupees 98,823, 2. 93 amounting, on the whole, to rupees 23,711,650 12, per an-
¢ num; that this participation be exprefsly declared to be intended as a pledge and acknowledg~
 ment of the m!|u;n1 relation in which the Rajah and his fucceffors are hereafter to ftand to both
# (Governments,” '
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The Governor General’s obfervations upon his own propofitions, are as follow ¢

Obfervation on the firft. Propofition.

<« The Rajah of Benares, from the fituation of his country, which is a froutier boin 7 the pro-
< winces of Oude and Bahar, may be made a ferviceable ally to the Company, whenever thir ats
« fairs fhall require it, He has always been confidered in this light, both by the Company, and
< the fucceflive members of the late Council 3 but to infure his atrachiment to the Companyy his
% jnterefi mufk be conneed with it, which cannot be better effected, than by freeing him Zotally
% from the remains of his prefent vaffalage, under the guarantes and protection of the Companyys
« and at the fame timé guarding him againft any apprebinfions from this Government, BY ‘THUs
% PLEDGING IT$ FAITH, that no encroachments fball ever be made on bis right by the Company.” -

Obfervation upon the fecond Propofition,

« T propofe this article with fome reluGtance, as contrary to-my idea of the right of the Nabah
% of Qude, in virtue of his agreement originaily formed between his father and the Company;
“« but it is conformable to the principle adopted by the Board in the refolutions® pafied this
“ morning, and may perhaps be obtained without much oppofition from the Nabob ; at the fame
¢ gime that it.contributes to fix the indipendency of the Zemindary of Benares on. the myt permanent
“ foundations” i A

. . - . . - 3 ¥ ’
Thefe various written opinions were ordered to lie for the confideration of the Board, .

Before it is ftated what werg the final refolutions of the Board upon this important fubject, it
is neceffary to rewark,: that the eftablifiing the independerey of the Rajah of Benares ('yn,‘rlwihé;‘ he
was to hold his country under the fovercignty of the Vizier, or the Company,’ or both) was a’
point in which there was no differenceof opinion. It was a great political arrangement, /A mere
glance at the hap will at once {hew the wifdom of fuch a policy, and how much it was for the
good of the Company to bind the Rajah to their interefts, on conditions that wete 70! to be altéred
or varid. )

That all thefle opinions might be duly weighed by every member, the Board did not refume ths
confideration of them till the 2d of March, In the intermediate {pace, the Governor General and
Council wrote to the Court o?l)ire&ors, on the 24th of February, that as the fubjeét then un-
der confideration was “ of great magnitude and importance, they had ¢hofen to enter upon it in
« councily with all ihe deliberation which it requires)’ ¢ The'ideas of the different. members,”

¢ (fay they) will appear in fome of their confultations 3 they are not given in as con=
« clufive opinions, but as fentiments {ubje@ to be canvaffed, modified, and correted, and
€

¢ tending only to throw light upon the Jubjet?, before the final determination of the Board; when
s¢ that determination takes place; you fhall be duly advifed.” Yet thefe opinions, fo deliberately
given, and to which the attention of the Court of DireQors is thus particularly drawn, even be-
tore they became final refolutions, are interpreted by Mr. Haflings, in' his letter, as expreffiond
 unpremeditatedly witered in the beat of party contention.” And their fublequent letterto the Court
of the 24th March, fay, “The fubje€t was agitated in council with every degree of artention and
¢ circumpflantial difeuffron which its confequence ‘demanded.” -

On the 3d of March, 1775, ashas been before obferved, the Board refumed the confideration
of the feparate minutes delivered in by each member on the 13th Febroary,  And among other
leading points, relative'to the propofed treaty with the young Vizier, the Governor General pro-
pofed the following queftion:

¢« Whether it thall'be madea condition of the new treaty, that Rajah Cheyt Sing fhall exercife.
'a free and independent author ity in his deminions, fubject enly to the payment of his tribute.”

« My, Francis, Yes.
* Wiiich relate only to the Vizier.
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M. Barwells Yes, Wl b AN

& Cul, Monfans,  No, I fi)jllk ,r'i..bl_, az T fee no ﬁd?iﬁt&ge in. it for ti!é cs:'znl'pnﬁyl*s:ifmewﬁ_‘
 Gen, Clavering, = Provided he pays his tribute ta the‘Cpmpany, T think he! thould ._E_ié_-i;':_rf_n. /
¢ dered independent, i i | _ il i -

. Governar Gensral, Yes? : £ /
/. Here isa folemn refolution of the Board, with anly one diffintient voice, that Rajah Cheyt
Sing fhould exercile a free and independint authority in hisown dominions, fabject enly 1o the pay-:
ment of his tribure,  And on the 24th of the fame mouth, the Board acyuainted the Court of
Directors with their having refolved, “ That the Rajah of Gauzepoor {h-bjull;j'h'e rendered toially
“ independent, and be left to exercile a free duthority in his own dominions, fubject snly to the
¢ payment of his tribute.” ' '
i :
The general terms upon which Cheyt Sing was to hold his Zemindary, whether under the fo-
vereignty of the Vizier, or the Company, or both, being thus fettled, the next queftion propofid
by the Governor General was as tollows : e Wil
% Whether it fhall be made an article in the treaty, that, inconfideration of the engazements
' tobe entered into by this Government, to guarantee the poflefiions of the Nabab of Qude; as be-
“fore refolved, he fhall cede andmake over to the Company ‘the whole, or any part of the tii-
“ bute due from the Zemindary of Gauzepoor ?” ; b

And the feveral members of the Board having given their opinions thereon, it wasirefolyed,
¢ Thata fdemand be made (of the Vizier) for the tribute of Gauzepoor, but that it be not con-
¥ fidered an abfoluteand indifpenfable article in the negociation wjth the Nabob.” i

. On confultation the 8th March,is entered another minute of Mr. Francis upon this -huﬁxiefs,,
yint whiclt is the following claufe : ' :

“ In agreeing to the propofed independency of the Rajah of Benares, my meaning was to adhere
| & firiétly to the gd paragraph of my minute of the 13th of Fehruary, The Zemindary may be
% perpetuated in bis family, on fixed and unalterable conditions, The conditions 1 propofed tend
% to fecure us a great acceflion of revenue, without any acceflion of territory, It is highly for
¢ his own advantage to be confidered as. a vaflal of the fovercign of thefe kingdoms, holding a
€ great hereditary fief by a fived tenure; and acknowledging the fovereign of Bengal and Bahar to
/% be his Lord parameunt,” - ;

At Tength the new treaty withthe Wizicr was finally fettied 5 by the gth article of which the
Jovereignty of Bencresy, and its dependencies, was ceded in perpetuity to the Company. '

~ The fovereignty of Benares being thus transferred to the Company, the Governor General, on
the 12th June 1775, laid before the Board the following minute and obfervations for their confide~

ration, with this preface:

% The fovereignty of the Zemindary of Benares, and its dependencies, having heen ceded in
“ perpetuity to the Honourable Company, by the gth article of the treaty lately formed with the
¢ Nahob Afophul Dowlah, it becomes immediately peceflary to determine in what manner this
% yight {hall be exerciled, ‘and the regular payment of the revenue due from the Rajah fecured.”

The Goyemor General then moved, ¢ That this fubject be taken into the confideration of the
¢ Board ; and fubinits to their corréétion and approval, the following plan: of {ettlement with
‘¢ Rajals Cheyt Sing, to be oblerved until the pleafure of the Company refpecting it fhall beknown;
* declaring his readinefs to acquiefce in any other which way be propofed;, on ‘terms by which
< more effectual provifion may be made for the intereft of the Company, without an encroaebment
*¢ on the i)l rights of the Rajaby or the cugagemint atinally fubfifling with him :

Befora the recital of the Governor General’s plan of fettlement, it is neceffary to remark, that
though the fueraguty of Cheyt Sing’s territories was removed into other hands, yet his dnown
and gfiablifiicd vights inthole territories had undergone o change whatevers  They are here ac-
knowledzed to exift in as full and compleat a manner as when the Vizier wasliis fovereign, and

the
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_-Ighe fubfifting engagements are allowed to remain in full force and virtue. The natute of thole ju/2
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* rights, and the actual extent of thofe engagements, here recognized by the Governor General, may
* be afcertained by the feveral infiruments already referred to, and by the confiru@ion put thereon
by the Governor General, in his feveral interferences to prevent more being taken from the
Rajab than the amount of his tribute.

~ But to proceed in the recital of the Governor General’s propofitions, with his obfrvations
thereoll, :
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PROPOSITIONS.

¢ 1. That Rajah Cheyt Sing fhall pay in~
to the treafury of the Honourable Company
at Patno, in equal monthly payment, the
yearly revenue of 22,48,449 Sonaut rupees,
being the fum Jfettled with the late Nabob
Sujah Dowlab, and confirmed by an agreement,
executed by the fame Nabob, in prefence of the
Prefident of the late Council of Fort William,
at Benares, under date the Gth September,

1773"

& od, That the Rajah fhall be empowered

to exercife a complete and uncontrouled au-

thotity over his Zemindary, under the ac-

knowledged fovereignty of the Company ; in

the government of the country dependant on

him; in the colle€tion of the reyenues; and
_in the adminiftration of juftice,”
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OBSERV ATIONS.

¢ There is no queftion that the Rajah can
well afford to pay this proportion of the rents
of his Zemindary; which confiffs of as rich
and well cultivated a territory g5 any difivict
perbaps of the fame extent in India—The
Company have a clear and indifputable right
to this fum, nor is it likely that he will eithér
contedt it, or defire any remiffion of it. Be-
fides, the other conditions propofed ia this
plan will virtually prove both an augmenta-
tion of his means, and a diminution of his
real payments to government, as will be thewn
in the remarks on the laft article, It is pro-
pofed to receive the payment of his rents at
Patna, becaufe that is the neareft provin-
cial ftation, and becaufe it would not fruftrate
the intentions of rendering the Rajab indcpin-
dents 1f a Refident was appointed to receive
the mouey as it became due, at Benares,
fuch a Refident would unaveidably acquire

‘an influence over the Rajah and over his

country, which would in effeét render him
the mafter of both. This confequence might
not perhaps be brought completely to pafs.
without a firuggle, and many appeals to the
Council, which in a government conftituted
like this, cannot fail to terminate againft the
Rajah; and, by the conftru&ion to which
his oppofition to the agent would be liable,
might eventually draw on him feverer reftric-
tions, and end in reducing him to the mean
and depraved ftate of a mere Zemindar.”

% 2d, The advantage which the Rajah will
receive from thele conceflions, exclufive of
the gratification which his pride would ob-
tain from the poffeffion of a flate of power and
dignity, unknown to any of bis anceftors, and
the fecurity of his perfon and pofleffions,
from the Company’s protection, may be
rated equal to many lacks of rupees; which,
though faved to him, are no lofs to the
government on which he depends ; being all

¢ articles of invifible expence in fees to the

minifters, and officers of the Nabob, in the
charges of a double eftablifhment of Va-
keels to both governments, in prefents and
charges of accommodation totheNabob,during
his refidence at any place within the bound-
aries of his Zemindary; in the frauds, em-
bezzlements, and oppreflions exercifed in the
mint, and the Cutwally, befides the allowed
profits of thofe officers; and the advantages
which every man in occafional power, or in
the credit of it, might make of the Rajah’s
known weaknefs, and the dread he ftood in}:
bot
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PROPOSITIONS

% That funouds be granted to the Rajah,

efpecially conferring upon him the power of
appointing officets to the charge of the Cat-
wally, and the mint of B
to be fubject to {uch orders and regulations as
the Governor (General and Council fhall at
any time think it proper to decres.”

Jenares t the latter
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OBSERVATIONS.

 both. of the difnleafure of the Nabob, and

'th-é'i!l.l"w”l of i.n'.divi'-d}:;{l,_s amon t]:kkl Snglith
who were all confidered, eiﬁl + Ergiine

of fucceffion, as members of the fate of

Bengal. 1t would be fearce pofiible to enu-

merate all the inconveniences to which the

Rajah was liable in bis former fituation; ot
to eftimate the precife efte€t which they pro-
duced on his revenue, and on the grofs amount

of his expences: but it may be eafily cons
ceived, that both were enormous, a’ni of a
nature the moft likely to leflen the profits of
goverament; inftead of adding to them.” |

« o4,
marks of Jovercignty ; at lealt this has ferved

for the prerext to with-hold them from the.

Rajah, to whom they have been a ‘heavy
grievance, The Catwally efpecially, which
bying held in form, and exercifed under the
authority of a prince, who had no intereit in
the welfare or eafe of the people, has always
been reprefented, as in it's obvious tendency
it could fearce fail to prove, afource of the
worll corruption and oppreffion, from which
there was noappeal,  If there be any weight
in the plea for referring thele prerogatives to
the Cothpany, the grant of them to the Rajah
himfelf, by fpecial {unnuds, will be a fuffici=
ent expreflion of their Guereignty jalthoughthe
folernn renunciation of it, already made by the
Nabob of Oude, is the the beft and moft
valid charter under which it can be cliimed ;
and while they have three brigades, and a
full treafury to afleet it, there is no fear thar
their rights to it will be oppofed by reafor-
ings driwn from implied {ymbols of domi-
nion.  Some regulations will be immediately
necedlary for the mint, and others may occa~
fionally become fo, No alteration fhould be

made in the weight or alloy. of tha coimn ta.

be debafed, and the Rajah himfelf hold his
right to the mint, on condition of his faith-

fil obfervance of thefe rules, By the cultom

of Benares, all rupees firuck in the mint are

“called ficeas, and pafs as the current coin of,
LIE

the country for one year, after which they
are. charged with a battay varying from 2°to
3% per cent. according to their -dates, and
pafs under the denomination of Senauts; or
Gawker Shakees, ' It is in thefe fpesies
that the rents are payable to Govern-
ment 3 and while they continue * of
equal and proper qualities, they may be in-
troduced into circulation in  the province of
Bahar, without lofs to the Company, and

with an advantage to the colle@isns:. But |

the greateft care ought therefore to bé taken,
that the rapees be not debafed ;. for, if they
.are, they will cecafion a double lofs on the
Company, by the immediate difcount on them

“n

- _’b"’b

| ed, cither in their
prefent ffations or connections, or the right

"Thefe offices have been confidercd as
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Bt R Tty & in the treafury, and by a falfe currency intro-
W R T duced into the revenue”

« 4th, That in retorn for thele conceffions, ¢ I rather propofe this for confideration than

& and for the performance of his duty as a vecommend it; fuch a body of well-difciplined

o yvaffal to the Company, the Rajah fhall en- and well appointed cavalry will give credit to

“ gage to maintain in conftant pay, and ready ¢ the Rajah; and may prove ferviceable to this

« at all times for immediate fervice, a body of ¢ government, though the occafions will rarely

« 3,000 Horle, on fuch 4 fixed effablifhment ¢ happen In which we fhall want it; the addi-,
tional pay will make them our own when we |

o

¢ a5 fhall be prefcribed by the Governor Gene- ¢
« ral and Council: and’ that whenever the | &
« forvice of thiscorps fhall be required by the |
« Governor General and, Council, it fhall be

< configned to the command of fuch officer or -
« pfficers as they fhall appoint, 4nd be allowed s .
¢ from the Company an additional pay or gra- e

« tuity of fifteen rupees’ per mpnthy for each

« private man, and in proportion for the offi-

% cers of the{aid corps, during the time of fuch |

g

do-want them, and will be no great expence.”

“ fervice,”

< sth. That while the Rajah fhall continue /¢ The voluntaty reftraint laid by Govern-

« faithful to thefe mgagementsy and punéiual ¢
4 in his payments, and thall pay due obedience ¢
¢ to the authority of this Government, no more ¢
< demands fhall be made uponbin by the Elononr=:: ©
< gble Campary, OF ANY KIND;0r 68 any, yetence
¢ whatfaever, thall any perfon be nllu'v'-r.ef to = *
< serfere with his autbority; or d:fluré the peace  ©
“ of bis couniry,” j et
1 3

€

¢

(1

(4

nonon

him with fentiments of fidelity and attach-
ment 3 boch from the principles of gratitude
and felf-intereft, Without fome fuch appear-
ance, he will expedl, with every change of

n onon N

upen him ; and will, of courfe, defeend to
all the arts of intrigue and concealment prac-
tifed by other dependent Rajahs, which ill
keep him indigent and weaky and eventually prove
buriful to the Company, By proper encou-
¢ ragement and protection, he may’ prove «
| & pyofitable dependenty a ufeful barrier, and even
< g pawerful ally to the Company ; but he will
« be neither, if the conditions of bis vonniclion
& with the Company .are left spen 1o FUTURE
€ VARTATIONS.

nl e e e

-~ o e

"The foregoing minute was ordered to be circulated to the members of the Board, for . their
wiore attentive perufal and deliberation. -

On-the sth July, the Beard wa-confidered the Governor General’s minute and plan propofed
for a fertlement with Rajali Cheyt Sitigs The 1ft, ad, and gd articles were, with fome altera-
tions, agreed to.

Upon the 4th article being read, feveral opinicns were delivercd in, of which the following are
extracts : )

M. Frasicisi—té T ohject to our campelling the Rajah ‘to keep up an extraordinary force
& for our fervice, confidering it in effelt as an imcreafe of the tribute; which 15 cone
“«.trary to the principles which have guided my judgment “from the firft ouclet of this
 pegociation,” ; GG i :

M. Barwell.—< ] am of opinion, that the Rajah thould keep up fuch & body of forces; but
« gprertain the fame fentiments with Mr. Frai zis, refpeCting its being an enbancomient of bis
& tribute and of any degree of compulfion to imduce him to do it,”

Vou IV ool e : Colonel

AN i s, b "
ot e s i A i b by

ment on its own ations will afford the Rajaly -
the greateft confidence, and natutally infpire

povernmient, additional demands to be made’
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¢ fame terms he gave it to the Vizier, or the prefent Nabob” 1

General Clavering.—* Towouldnot compsithi Rajah to keep up any troops, but T would m*aﬁ_‘-
“ pond it tohim to maintain the number which the Governor General has propofed.” .

'{‘}awiamfﬁmﬂ‘dﬁﬂ“ Ttowas far from my interition ter prnp‘c"»feerbﬁ-'ui?‘.eux-m mrrmbrtt}be : m-

S pofid on the Rajaliby comporsron, Lonly propofedit as anarticloof jpeculation’t |

¢ ifm Which the Board réfolved, THat i¢ e reconmbndod ;6: 'lii?jﬁh;@hm-:?)iﬁg*t\e:ékéep wa

“« hally of 2,000 cuvalty, to be dilciplidedafier the Evropean mantier, but thit thore be 10 sbliga-

¢« Jior'on him to do it

Thicre was facla perfedt unanimity in the Board fefhéﬁfiﬁ.g'ﬂig“sﬂi’:ai*ﬁe@e'df'-ﬂie"Gé?'&rn&'Gg- _

neral’s propofitions, that all which is recorded refpe@ing it'is in -ﬁ'ﬁfé'--féWf%i‘dﬁ:‘ 7

¢ Read the sth article; approved the propofition inthis articles® i Hh i i i

But as this article is the moft material of the whdle, are:x&y emﬁl’e*ﬁrﬁ{Wma’éefdfmIMmg .

it in this place. &

¢ Refolyed, That while the Rajah fhall continne faithful t(_; thefé: 'er;gag_t;n'ten.fs., andpun&mi )

¢ o his payments, and fhall pay due obedience to the authority of this government, no more de-
<€ maids fhall be made upon biry by the Honourable Company, af ANY KAND or on any pretence

¢ whatfoever fhall any pevion be allowed ‘to interfere with his authority, of o diffiurb tha peacs of

S hiscolenery

Such swere, in gereral, the terms on which Rajah Cheyt Sing wis to Hold Tris. Zeenvindary, and
by a faithful adberence tg which, on his part, the 'C‘Oi}ﬁp@_y'jwﬁg'ﬁbﬁp&' to ;’rﬁtdﬁbyfmm on

theirs.

'Some fubfe uent arrangements were made for afcertai n‘mg' the exa&! amount of hig tribute, which

wias finally fettled at ficca rupees 22,066,180, sud the royalties of the mint, of the adminiftration
of jultice, and of the police, were afterwards fettled upon him, :

But Mr. Haftings is by no means willing to confent, that, in.li> examination of the rights and
privileges which were poflefld by the Rajah, any reference fhould be made to the jaftruments
which padled betaveen hinm and Sujah Dowlah in 1770, and to thole of 1773, between the Rajab,
the Vizicr, and the Company,, previous to the fovereignty of Benares being transterred to the lar-
ter ;o to the gpinions of the feveral members, apd the refolutions of the Board i conlequence,

which were taken fubfequent to fuch transfer; or ro the folemn declarations which were made to

the Rajah on his tnveftiture,  He wilhes thefe to be buried in oblivion, and only defires ta apply
to the deeds which paffed in confequence of thofe refolutions, and has accordingly pointed out the

gth and follewing pages of his riarrative, printed in Calcutes, in which reference is made to the

Sunnud, the Potcah, and the Cabooleat, dated the 1gth April 1776

"But before we proceed to fpeak of thole deeds, every oie would naturally foppofi that they con-

tained the fubflance of the Board's refolutions, which were. to ferve as inftractions to thefe em- |
ployed in preparing the deeds; otherwife the deliberations of the Board were a-mere folensn

mockery; or the Sunnuds might as well have been made out immediately on the treaty being con-
claded with Afoph ul Dowlah, and the tetms of thefe Suanuds left for future difcufhion,

That it was at one time the intention of the Board to make the Sunnuds accord with their own

refolurions, asthey ought to haye done, appears evidently from the following minate of Counetl,
20th bebragry 77764 . e , ' :

¢ (Jfdered, That the Secretary do prepare a draft of feparate Sunnuds for the Zemindary and.

¢ Cutwalla of Benares and Jaunpore, alfo of the mint ‘of Benares, in the ufual form, expreffing

 the conditions already refolved amy in the frveral procecdings of this Hoard  On the fame day 4 let-
. " s v G o y ; ¥ i ey

ter was wrilten to the Refidont, -wheyein; after mentioning the terms of the remittance of the Ra-

jali's tribute to Calcutta, they infoomhim “ that they have erdered proper Sunnuds to be prepared,

% fnecifying the above, as well as'the feviralother conditions whicl have afreadybeen agrecd iy an
& fhall forward it to you to be delivered to the Rajaly”  And in their letter to the ‘ourt of Di-
rectors

ey

B ool Maifostimt¢' Tam of éph\‘ion'"ﬁm“ﬁompaﬁy fh_’o'ulé_vé‘céiﬁ&beﬁﬂiﬂ}&ﬁ?;@ﬁﬁﬂgg:uﬂ thg:_f .
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:ie&esﬁ.fin-the&m;-awﬁm-;--‘ofﬁhe s@fh:.-qﬁ&x@@.mizig;mn_mh, they again explain the terme
of the remittance, and fay, * that a Sunnud for his (Cheyt Bing’s). Zemindasy (hall be furnifhed
- % ‘him on thefé, «and the conditions before agreedon” L i . i ke

It is therefore plain; not only from thewreafon of the ithing, but frdm. the Board’s own fenfe of -
the matter, that the written deeds ought to have contained the precife terms on which it was
agreed that Cheyt Sing fiould !h*gi&hi-&f‘_emimﬁ;y 3 and the refolutions of the Board, and the Sun~
nud, «fhould have been, asnearly as poflible, counter-parts of each othier, A
Indeed it is confefled, by one of the members of the Board (Mr. Francis) that ¢ the terrs
* ¢ which were originaily agreed to give the Rajahy and whichbe confented 10, wers made the funda-
¢ mental tenure by which be beld bis Zemindary”

Wihy, therefore, thederds werenot sande confermable toithe wefolutions; why they even felf -
fhort of the Sunnuds granted to the Rajah by rthe Vizier, to which the Company was the gua-
rantee, notwithftanding the avowed policy of the Bengal” government, to render )Lim inore inde-
peadent thai e was before, isdifficult to concelve, : . :

Asthe ‘Gwm:@mr_m' rasrative has been fong fince in the hands of the public, where the
Sunnuds, &c. by which Cheyt Sing held his Zeminduryy ate faid to be contained, it is neceflary,
in thisplace, to compare them with thole held by the Rajali undar the Vizier, :

Tthag alveady been fwem, thsat Me, Taftaags wias the guarantee of the former Sunnuds; and that
upon the overeignty of Henares being transfersed to the Company it was clearly underfiood, that
in the futere plan of ferclement with the Rajah, no encroashment was to be made ainhis jufl rights,
or e engapiments ekally fubfifting with bim, : . .

In the Coulnama given by Sujih Dowlab, in i}'?;;, are the following words : ¢ Noencreafe fpall
 poer after be demapdods Tn the Sunuud ! gived by the Company, in 1776, thefe words are

emitied.

To the Pottah of 1773, 15 the following feutence': ¢ BY the favour of God, there Ball nrvsr be
< cny deviation nthis azrement”  Tu Ahie of 1796y this fttence is omitteds. A the Govemor
General’s Jetter to Clieyt Sing, in 1773, concludes thus: “ In the agreements before mentioned,
S sheve (Pl mevey be amy breavh or deviadion”)  Whether there weré any variations in the Caboo-
lear, cannot be afcestuivedy for if) i 973, Cheyt Sing executed fuch an infrumeat, itis not ens
tered on the records, " L ' A

Haying pointed out thele yariations, it is neceffary to anfwer an obje@ion, that, to the unin-
- formed, jeemns naturally té arife out of the fubjedty wiz, That thovgh the fpirit of the feveral re-
folutions of the Béard is not incorporated with the altual deeds, as it ought to have been; yet, as
Cheyt Sing was ignorant of thofe refolutions, he was bound hy the terms of the Sunnuds, after
be had accepted them, notwithflanding their deviation from the genuine ntent and meanifg of
the Councily as expreifed in thole relolutions, ; frdtid '

They who fuppofe that thefi refolutions wera confiried t% the narrow lichits of the Council
Chainber; and that they remained Jocked up in the filent repofitories of the other records, arg
myich mifiaken,  Cheyt Sing was fully acquainted with themt, And by whom 2 By theGovernor
General and Council themielves 'For in their inftruGtions to the Refident (Mr. Fowke) at the
Rajul's court, which were dated the 24th Auguft 1775 ; not much above a month after the re-
folutions pufled, are the following words; viz, -

¢ Tr 'will be proper to affure the Rajoh, that we do not méan to encreafe bis tribute, butto nquiif_e
“ from him the exadt jum, . :

¢ That under the acknowledged foversignty of tha Company, we are determined to leave him
¢ the {ree and uncontrouled management of the internal gavernment of his cowntry; and the collection
% and regulation of the revenues, [olong as be adberes to the terms of his engugements; and will never
¢ dentand any augmentation of the annual trabute which may be fixed. : '

¢ As we deem it very eflential that the Rajah, fop the protedtion of his Zemindary, fhould

¢ mamtam a body of regilar troops, we would ftrougly rscommend to him the keeping in conftant
%€ pay, and ready at all times for férvice, 2,000 herle, difeiplined and clothed after the urgpean
“ manner, F¥ecannot aithorize you to infifl upon this article. However, as it appears fo ebv_io;:as
' . © tor
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gl _ to hisoption
« o keep upy ovreduce his prefent military silablifhment in confequence: And as an induce-
& ment we will agree, whenever we may finl occafion to call for the afliltance of this corps, or
s any part of it, we will paya gratuity of 1§ rupees per month for each private man, and in propor=
< giin for the offictrsy during the lime that thiy may be in our-employ w0 - '

s |

“But the Board were not fatisfied with infrruting their Refident t-o-mak'g-;ﬁa bef:o"re-e'gbi.ﬁ re—
prefentation ; they refolved that a letter fhould be written by the Gavernor General 'h,lml'qlﬁ o |
Rajali Cheyt Sibg, to be delivered to Mr, Fowke, the Refident, with his cradentials,

T'he following is extralted from it.

& The Board being willing to continue the grant of the Zemindary to you, in &rfx!! éh_.c!a'a;'}""
a manwer ay you pfgjﬁ‘ﬁm’ it from the former foucreigns, and upon the fame serms, onyour paying the

- & anpual gribute, Bel T ; . , '
gk . : ¢

This letter allo mentions, that Sunnuds for ihe grant of the mint and cutwally would be here- ¥
after rranfmitted; and concludes,  the other fources from which the Nahob of Oude drew a re-
& yenue, will alfo be gravited yon, ‘that you may pollels an wncontrouded and frec aibority inthe ve-
s gulation and goverhment of your own Zemindary.” : - : M

[t will plainly be feeny that thefe letters were written in the very fpirit of the refolutions of the
Toard,  Indeed, thots refolutions were afterwards confidered by Mr. Francis (Confultation 28th
of Seprember 1778) as « the voluntary and fundamenial -'._.iygagemnd:_;,gf the guvernment, itfelfe . This
« Board was already duund to the Rajab by certain ails ‘of theirownd”  But with regar to the ori-
ginal inftruments which paild between the Rajih and. the Company, it isinspoffible to fay wha-
ther they did, or-did not, accord with thofe relolutions. ] : Jouitags
" T'he deeds which Mri Haftings has produced in: his natrative, are dated the 15th of Aprit
1776, and made out in confequence of the fovereigty of the mint and cutwally being vefied in
the Rajah ; whereis the originalones fog the Zemindary were figned by the Board on the 4th of
Sept. 1776, asappears by the followMig minute of ‘Council on that day, made ‘in confequence’ of
an information from the Secretary, that he had prepared the Sunaudsfor Rajah Cheyt Sing.

« Agread, That the Sunnuds, Pottah, and Counlnama, be now figned and tranfinitted to Mr,
« Francis Fowke.” And on the 2oth of November following; the Caurt of Directors were
acquainted, ¢ thatRajah Cheyt Sing had been invefted with the Swumwds for bis Lemindiry, anda
%6 Kellaut in all the proper formss” -

Mr: Haflings has complained to the Coutt, that at the point of the fettlement their detail flaps
The derail was neceffanily ftopped here ; for the Sunnus, &e¢. which paffed upon the inveftiture,
are notentered upon the Company’s records. Ang it is fair to fuppofe, that thefe inflraments
ngreed exadily with thofe which Cheyt Sing received from the Vizier in 17735 foc in his letter to
the Gavernor General, entered on the Pertun corre{pondence of the 14t OGaher 1775, he him{alf
points out, that the Kellaut, with wgich. he was to be prefented onhis new invelticure, i5uat o/ the
Lante Find as that which e veccived feom the late Vizier on the dike ozcafioni and in confequince
“theteof, the Board, in their letter to the Refident, of the 11th of Oétaber, «defire him to mike
% enquiry refpecting the nature of that Keilaut, and inved bimavith onz of the fame fort; on.the part

4 of this govermment inflcad of that avhich they formerly deferibed io bim

The impoflibility of the Court's referring to the original deeds which paffed at the fettlement of
the Zemiudary on Ra,ih Cheyt Sing being clearly thewn, as well as the probability that thole
deads were fimilar to what' he received from the Vizier; we fhall proceed to oblerve on the new
Sunnuds, which were palled foveral months afeer thie fettloment and inveftitars in 1776

Cn the 15th. April 1776, the Secretary infarined the Council, “that having prepared the
o Sunpuds and Pottak for Rajah Cheyr ding’s Zemindary, he begs leaveto lay them before the
“ Toard, with copy of an obligation to be executed by him for the remittance of his tribute;”
the Hoard then figned the formern, 2nd ordered” all three to be tranfinitted to the Rajah—Thsle
inftraments Mr. Hattings has annexed to his narrative, and hig referied to them in hislerters

“But one material plece of informatien refpecting them, Mpr, Haftings has thought proper to
withheld; vie. That the Rajab declined the acceptance of the Sunuud and Potiah; end ehjedled v thi
execvtion of the Gabonleats: Gl ' e : i

The
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The Refident fiares to this Board the Rajali's ohjeftions to thetn, in his [fetter of the 17th July,

St o ol SR

I

one of the principal of which was to the claufe in the Sunnud and Cabooleat, by which fbéﬁi‘?ner'

t

Sumnuds are-declored to be null

The Rajah was fenfible’ of his rights, ‘and afferred them.  The Board weré hot atthis time dif-
poled to infringe thofe rights ; haviig, according to the Governor General’s expreflion, A full
“ treafury” butimmediately (zgtht July) ordered the Secretary to prepare a new Sunnud and
‘Pottah, ométting e&fﬁ:}mfe'}

declasing the forimer Sunkuds to bewull, Thele deeds were delivered to

the Rajah, and the others, which he objetted to, as well ag thofe origindlly delivered to him, were

received back and returned to the prefidency.

Notwithitanding the hefore-mentioned tranfaction; the Gavernor General as ;i_rintf.‘:a'thq Sj'_rﬁ_—

nud of vgth Aprily. wichoue the alteration s and'the words, ¢ ail former Sunnuds’ to bicome null ane
o woid) | are fuffered to temain tn the infranient; Which the Governor Geaeral bas rélerred o as
the addual agreement. . !
« With vepard ro'the Cabotleat, on which Mr, Hafting$ Has laid fo much firefs, ic was not pofli-
hle for the Court of 1irsétori to gainany iiforinition from thar; for it is no where entered upon
the Company’s records; and the Govertior General's narritive isthe only'place in which ftis to be
tound, '

A vie eleacly appears ‘thiar thére were'three fets of grants éxccured, though only one fee 4s to
have been neceflary, and 'one only a&uhlly-i'ubﬁﬁin}‘;\, it is Proper here to recapitulate the various
circum finnces of thefe tranfations: On'the 24th Augnft 1775, the Board ordered the né@:‘z’ﬂ‘a’u‘-y
Sunmuds 1o be prepared for Cheyt Sing’s Zemindary.  On the'gth Stptember they weére figned,
though tlhiey are not entéred on the Cem{g.rnjr‘s records. 'On the 24th of O&ohér, thé Rajih was
invetted with thele Sunnuds by the Refident, Mr, Fowke. * And on the 20th Novémber the
Court of Dire&ors were acquiinted, « Thir Rufuh Chéyt Sivig bad béeit invifled toith the Sunniid for
< bis Temindary, anda Kellaut, in'a'l the }'fivfifr'r il After the invédtitare it was refolved, that
the foverelanty of the mint and eutwally (adminiftration of jullice) fthould be vefied in the Rajah,
Onithe 22d of Javuary 1776, the Rajah requelted of the Board, thiough the Refident athis Court,
thar he might be funifhed with Sunnuds; under their fignature, for thofe offices.  On the goth
of December, the precile amount of the 'Raj;rh’s tribute was fettled 4t rupees 22,656,186, with
wihich the Poardexpedted his dcquiefcence in confequerice of the mint and cutwally being feitled on
Fien, “ anid for the very great ﬁdv:mt%&s he will decive by being thus fieared in r:(a]'ﬁ:'e and index
o gundent gowernment of his connitry”  On the 26th February, the Refident exprefled to the Board
the Rajah's confent to the amount of the tribute as laft fettled.  On which day the Board ordéred
the Secretary ® to prepare a draught of /feparate. Sunnuds for the Zemindary and Cutwallys” aifo
s of the mint, in theufual form, exprefng the conditions already refofved on in the fiviral proceedings
4 of the Board.” On the 1sth of April the Bpard figned ane Sunnud and a Pottah (not Jeparae

Sunpads) in which Sunhuad the Zetnindary, 'the;cutWaﬂy, and the mint; are included. A tran-

fation of the Sunnud and Pettah is entered upon the records, but not of the Coulnama,  The Ra-

jah shjecied to the Sunnud, en accotnt of the claule, declaring all former Sunnuds tobe nalland -

voide ~ The Board on the 2gth July ordeted new inflranients ro be made out (which are likewife
1ot entered upon the recordsy oniitting thofe words.  Thefe inftruments were tranimitted to the
Rajah, ‘and delivered to himw by the Refident, Mr. Powke, who received back the former Sunands,
and returiéd thofe of September 1775 and April 1776, to the prefidency,

Bug it is not fromi the Irrh-r'_cif the deeds of April, printed by the Governor General, fuppofing,
they had not been rejeéted by the Rajil, that a judgmuent on this important matter is to be formed,
The fpivieof them is to be attended to; wirh a dutvegard to all the relative circumflaness of thecafe;
10 the tinutes and refoliucions of the Board ;—to the declarations which were made to the Rajah in con=
Sequanee of thofe refslutions s=<and to the gr cat polivical object of cfablifbizg a barrier for the [ecurily of
1he provinces in' cafe of @ future rupture with the Vigier. In 1772, the Goyernor General was fen+
{ible that I:-he_f}fr‘i‘t‘ and Ateneion of a treaty ought to be adhéred to when hie gave fo liberal a con-
firudtion, in the Rajah's favour, of the treaty which had been made between his father and the
late: Vizier, and in his feveral interferences, to prevent more being exacted from the Rajah, than
the amount of the tribute. o

Having thus fhewn the relarion inwhich Cheyt Sing flood to the Vizier, who fettled on him
and his heirs for ever the Zemindaty of Benares, on' cortain fixed coditions’; and likewile the goa-
rantee of the Englifh, that thofe conditions fhould be adhered to on both fides; the fubfeguent
areentient (acknowledging the former ta be i fuil force) which was made with him upon the fove-
reignty of the provincetbeing veftedin the Company ; and the foleran affurances which were given to
the Rajab, bythe Supreme Countily. in' éxplanation of shar agrecrnens ; it i prefumed every unpreju-~,
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iced pecfon maf be of opinion, that the Court of DireQlors were w_ar'ran'teﬂ;E_nﬁ-r’e’falvirgg, “That.
¢ Rajah Cheyt Sing was confirmed by the Governor General and Couneil of Bengal, in the ma~
“ nagement of the faid Zemindary, (fubjeét to the {overeignty of the Cornpan_y)'-anilﬁg-. paying a
¢ certain tribute to the Company, which was {ettled ap rupees 22,66,180; and that the Bengal
¢ government pledged itfelf, that the free and uncontrouled pofeflion. of the Zemindary of i%c-
¢ nares, and irs dependencies, fhould be confirmed and guaranteed to the Rajah and his heirs for
£ ever, fubject to fuch tribute; and that no other demand fhould be made upon himy nor any
€ kind of authority oy jurifdiction exercifed within the dominions afligned him, fo long as he ad-
¢ hered to the termis of his engagements.” - : :

-

The grounds of the preceding refolution ofthe Conrt of Direttors having been thus eftabliihed,
and it haying been proved, that thé conditions upon which Rajahy Cheyt Sing held his Zemindary
were fixed and unalterable ; it is neceffary in the next place to fhew what was the conduét of the
Gr.é’verrmx General and Council to the Rajah, previous to M. Haflings’s laft vific to. Benmares, in
1701, \

~ On'the gth Tuly 1798, the Board refolved, ¢ That Rajah Cheyt Sing be required, in form, to
« contribute his fhare of the burthen of the prefent. war (with France) by the ettablithment of
« three regular battalions of fepoys, to be raifed and maintained at his expence o 0
Notwithflanding this was, both in the ftfer and fpirit of the former refolutions of the Council,
A diggct breach of the agreement, yet the Rajab quictly fobmitted himfelf, and authorized his
Vackee! to declare his acquielcence, for vie year only, in the requiition of a fubfidy, equal to the
expence of three battalions of fepoys. This fubfidy was accordingly fixed by the Board at five
lacks of rupees ; and the Governor General expreffed himfelf pleated with the Rajah’s ready com-
pliatice, in aletter tohim under date of the 15th Auguit; and on the 19th the Governor (ieneral
and Council informed the Court of Directors, that the Rajah had agreed to pay this fublidy for
oneyear. But on the Rajah’s pleading his inability to pay the whole fum at once, fo little cere-
mony was ufed with him on the occafion, and fo much. were all former agresments fargotten,
that, on the 28th September, dire@ions were given to the Refident, M, Graham, ¢ o wait on
“ the Rajah forthwith, and demand of bimy in perfon, and by writing, the payment of the full
“ fum of five lacks of muchildar rupees, the fum at which the. fubfidy is fixed, in fpecie, to that
% amount, to be madeto you within five days of fuch demand 3 and declare to him, in the name of
* this government, that his evading or negleiing 1o accomplifh the payment thereof, within that
« fpace of time, fhall be deemed equivalent to an - abfolute refuful; and in cafe of his non-com-
¢ pliance with your demand, we peremptorily enjoin you torefrainfoom adl further interourfe with
4 bim," ; SN by e
The Rilj:ﬂl compleated this payment by the 1oth of October
Jt muft be remarked in this place, that though 'this extra demand was contrary to the exifting’
ehpagements, yet as the Rajah confented to the payment thereof, Jor ome year only, it was, ina
meature, legalized,— And it really feemed at one time to have been the inteation of Mr. Haftings'
taabide by this condition, as appears from the following circumitance: Onthe sth May 1779 the
Refident at Benares wrote to the Board, that being applied to by the provincial council of revenue.
.at Patna for eight Tacks of rupees, on account of their very urgent neceffities, he defired the Rajah:
1o fupply i with that fum, beyond the amount of what was then due. - In their reply tothe,
Refident ou the 311, the Board exprefs their furprife at his ¢ having ventured to make a demand
*¢ upon Rajah Cheyt Sing, wot warranted by his cngagements with the Company, and without any
“‘aythority from us.” I he Refident’s anfwer of the 1oth June following is worthy of partizular.
:srrﬁ)}:‘;jon. ¢ At the time I mentioned to Rajah Cheyr Sing the fum of money government ftood:
**in need of for their prefent occafions, T was well aware that I could neither r.m/?km with your.
¢ Fomourable Board's ovders, nor bis engagements seith the Company, demand more of him than was
*itherehy authorized 3 a:0d thecefore it was 1 only demanded payment of the amountof his kift due
* the 4th My, and lTeft it to his difivetion, vpon the information given, whether to Lnd furcher.
“aliftance o nats” :

Though the condition of his compliance with the demand of 1778 was, that it fhowid not be.
drawn ints a precedents yet on the rgth July 1779, the Rajah was again required to contribute the.
further fum. of five.lacks for the enfuing year; and on the 224d June 1780 five lacks more ; and on
the «d of November following, he wus required to furnith pagt of his cavalry, i

On the 18th July, thevery daypreceding the refolution of the Board to demand an additional
five lucks for the year 1779, Mr, Haflings received a letter from the Rajah, faying, that his fole.
reliance was on him, * and that in every inftance I depend.on your faithy religions. premifesy, and,
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After hehad come to thé_kn‘éﬁledga of this ele_mnnl(], the Rajah wroteto the 'Gb?em_ér Gene‘ral as

follows: © Laft year you direGed Sheik Ally Nuckey * that' I fhould by any means, by difpofing

& of my effédts, or by borrowing, make this one payment (alluding to the demand of 1778) and L
& fhatcld 3ot be callid upon in Sfuture; and that you would take every means for.my advantage and

@ fupport. 1 accordingly put in practice ever method in my power ; and by loans made. ood

« the requifition. It is now abfolutely oot o my power to raife the fum required, and I am
¢ therefors hopefel that you will bekindly pleafed ‘to excufe me the five lacks now demanded, and
<< that nothing may be demanded of me beyond the amount expreffed in the pottabl”

-

_ This letter was received on the 27th Auguft.  On the 28th the Governor (General replied to
‘it 3 and without taking the fimalleft notice of the Rajah having charged him wi b a breach of pro-
mife, he fays, “Inow repeat iy demand, that you do on the receipt of this, without evalion or
“ felay, pay the five lacks of rupees into the liands of Mr: Thomas Grabawm, who has orders to
¢ reteive it from you, and authority, in cafe of your refufal, to fummon the two battalions of
4 fepoys, uwndc® t%e‘ command of Major Carnac, ‘to Benares, that meafures may be taken o oblige
% you to a compliance; and this cale, foe awhale expence of this corps from the time of its march wifl
s Lallior you” ' \

The Rajah, notwithftanding the pofitive terms of the laft-recited letter, was yet uawilling to
believe, that the € faith, religion, pr omifes, and aitionsy’ on whicli he had placed fo much de-
pendence, would all of them prove of no avail.  He accordingly addrefled another Jetter to M
Haftings, which was received the 20th of September, and of which the following is a copy : B

| ¢ Every two or thete days, I am icalled upon to pay five lacks of rupees; your gracious letter
¢ on this fubje®, honoured me by its arrival; 1 have difpatched an arzee in aniwer, which wili
« have been prefented to you.  In obedience to your order, I laft year, by every means, and
« borrowing from all quarters, taifed the fum, and at that time, you promifed that it fhould not
< bappen'again. Ihaveit not in my power at prefent.  You have before honoured me with the
& title of fon, and regarding me as your fon, you have prote@ted me ; [ am therefore hopeful, thar
& Linay be encufed from ibis requ ifition.”

Hlere the Governor General is again charged <with a direit breach of promife’ to the Rajah. Mg,
Hatftings replied to this on the 25th, repeating the threat of fending troops into his country, but
taking no notice, as before, of the repeated charge of having broken his word with the Rajah..

Thus upon the Rajah’s declaring his inability to comply with the demand of 1779, and plead~.
ing the promife of exemption, two battalions of fepoys were otdered to march to Benares, to nti-

midate hin's and the Board infifted on his paying the expence of the troops thus fent to fecond
their demand.  And on thsir requiring the balance of the fubfidy in Oétober 1780, the Goyernor

General and Council not only again ordered troops to march i «o his territories, but they threatened

bim with a fine of one lack for difobedience.

Whoever ferioufly confliders the agreement made batween Creyt Sing and the Vizier in 17703 ;

the nature of the fubfequent connetion between the Rajah, the Vizier, and the Compaay, formed
in 1773, as before defcribed ; the force of the minutes and refolutions of the Board upon the fove-
reignty of Benates being transferred to the Company, as above recited ; the folemn declarations.
which were made to the Rajah on his inveltiture, as contained in thie inftruétions to the Refident
at his court, and in the Governor General’s letter to him upon that occafion, which have been al-
ready referved to; the line of policy which the Bengal Government had preferibed to itfelf; and
the general tenure by which Clheyt Sing held his country,~ Whoever ferioufly confiders all thefe
points, with their relation to each other, muft be convinced, that the various demands thus made
upon the Rajah were not founded in fu/lice ; nor are they to be defended by any arguments drawn
from the wants and neceffities of a Government involved in dificulties, or the reputed wealth and
profperity of the Rajah.

‘Obliging the Rajah to pay an additional fubfidy of five lacks for the expence of three battalions
of fepoys, could only be juitified upon the plea; that by the original agreement he was to maintain
a body ‘of 2,000 horfe. But it has been fhewn, that the Board refufed to affent to this propofition.
They left it entirely optional in the Raiah; and if at any time they needed the affiltance of this
force, he was to be paid at the rate of fifteen rupees per month per man ; and {0 in proportion for
the officers, during the time they might be in the Company’s employ. i X

® i Vackeels

?L; 3

Ona



&37 R _. )

One of the members of the Board (Mr. Francis) declaes in his minute of the -w&x'-ﬂ‘t"ép;em.hélﬁ-

T

“1778, % That he did, from the firft, exprefs adoubt, whether the Board bad ftrictly a right ro

": ¢ encreafe their demands upon the Rajah, beyond the terms which they 'drigirmfg'y. agreed 10

~
-

& were mide the fundamental temre by which be keld bis Zemindary, It fuch demaads can be en-
% greafed upon him at the difcretion of the fuperior zower, be bas no rights, be bas na propurty, ot
‘e ap featt he has no fecurity for eitbers  Inftead of five lacks, Jet us demand. fifty; and whether le

& pefufes, or s unable topay the money, the forfeiture of his Zemindary may be the immediaie
% confequence of it, unlefs he can find means to redeem himfelf by a new treaty,”

T here was but too much of a prophetic {piritin this minute of Mir, Francis ;. for.'mtwnh_p_-g“q oK
li'BF in the eredentials given to the Giovernor (’jgnc_ggl._angl__Cgu‘uci!, (confifting only of _;,.’imf;gj__t'-a.“g 5

Mr. Wheler) the 3d July 1981, previous to his fetting out ou his intended journey to Benares,
“the arrangements he was to make in that province, were to be “ confanant to the antoal relation
s and aclinl engagements Jubfifting botwween the Compauy and. the Rajahs” it appears trom the evie
(dence of Mr. Wheler, that Mr, Haflings had aQuatly come to the feret refolutian (for it i3 no

‘where efitered on the records) without the fmallelt regard o that relation and io thife cigageriinLly
of obtaining 40 or 50 lacks of vupees from this very Rajub; and incafe of bis :3“#]?:!, he determned

(& either to remove him from his Zemindary entirely, or by taking immediate pofleflien of ail
‘% hid forts, toobtain out of the treafure depofited in them, the above fum for the Company.”

This is further corroborated by the affidavit of Major Palmer, the Governor Geperal's military
Secrefary, with this additional circumitance, that by fome means or other the Rajuh, haviog
‘heard of the Goyerpor General’s intentions, bad.made bim an offer of 20 lacks of rupess Jor tle
public fervice;  but that he, the Governor General, was refolved to infijt upon the St mentioned
s¢ Jum of 50 lacks of rupees and if the Rajah thould abfolutely refule the ¢ smand; that he, the
«Goyernor General, would deprive bim. of his Zemindary, or framfer e Jovervignty thercef to the
s Nabob Viziers i { _ \

1t §s faid, that'the ¢ Governor General thought the Rajab’s offences were fuch as to require
<« early punifhinent; and as his wealth was great, and the Compary's exigencies prefling, it was

L _t'hou‘ght. a meafure of policy and jufice to exact framhim a large pecuniary mulé- for their re-

s Lief.!

B’ut:h'ow different were Mr. Haflings's ideas ofpnlicf and juftice at a former period, which has
been already referved to, when he would not fuffer the Vizier to “ difpofiefs the Rajah of the
« forts of Luteefgur and Bidgygur, and take from him ten lacks of rupees!” At that time the

Glovernor General was copvinced “ that the Rajal’s smberizancey and. yerhaps his /ife, were no

¢¢“ Jonger fafe than while he enjoyed the Company's pratection which (fays the Governor General)
é i his due by the tics of juffice and the obligations of public faut, and ‘which peliey enjoins us o
& afford him ever moft effectually.” : _ ' |

Thus, in 1773, the natural fovergign of Rajah Cheyt Sing is prevented from taking from ,h.im '

two fores and 10 lacks of rapees above the flipuiated rent, through motives of juftice and policy ; and
in 1781, after the fovereignty had been transferred, though with a refervationof the. * jult rights
< of the Rajah™ under the former fovereign, ju/lic: and policy required that his new fovereign fhould
exadt from him 40 or 50 lacks of rupees more than his rent, or wreit from him the whols of his Ze-
mindary ! ' '
If jutflice and policy veere to be ‘the guide of Mr. Haftings's altions upon this oceafion, they

ought to have operated more firongly than ever in the Rajai’s fuvour. As to'the firlk, were we
pot bound to him by additional abligations And as to the laft, it was furely become more ov:

intereft to cement hisattachment by gentle treatment, than when he was.only an ally.  For in s

sew fituation, had he been, on any future ruptare with the Nabob of Oude, from il ufage, in-
duced to take part again(t vs, we fhould not oaly have loft the benefit of his alliance, but allo a
clear annual revenue of upwards of 260,000, per annum,

But wherein did the Rajah's Eeﬁnqmnjcy confift 2 not in his want of puuétuali-i& inthe payment

of his tribute; this has never been affirmsd, It muft confift then, inlis not complying with'the
repeated demands of the Board for a fubfidy, contrary to the exifting engagements, ~ Letit bead-

A e
# Vide Covernor General's Warrativey
¢ 4 Narrative, Appendix : %
1 Narrative,, ot 4 a
mitted

S

‘wive him, which e confented to, and which, as Vi, Francis has conftantly underitood it,
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;ﬁu%t.gd,th&t[thﬁ Rajah difcharged thefeswith that relu€tance which ever attends the liquidation o
wunwarrantable demands, yét there was nothing due on any of thefle new demands for months
preceding the Governor General’s journiey to Benares. U T i

5

_ The demand of 1778 was made'ip

July, and wholly difcharged by the toth of Oliober.
'Th:l'lt_o_f 1779 was likewile ?mﬁ-dellin':]dlj',;,an& wholly difcharged by the ﬁx.ﬁ..'of- O&ober; 1m§
in November the Rajah paid 20,000 rupees for the expence of ‘the détdchment fem? to enforce this
.g{;g:i_anﬂg._ ' et | Sl chbE frea TS e
The demand -BF'I‘;SO was difcharged by the 18th of Oober 3 and whoever reads the, .tb#rge's
brought againtt the Rajah, as contained in the Governor General's firft letrer to him! afrer his
arrival av Benares, which is printed in the Narrative, muft be convinced that they were clsacly :
wefuted by the Rajal's anfwer.” - 1) - it i A i e
_ As to the third refolution of the Couct of Dire@ors, it was merely a refolution of faék, foand-
& on the proceedings of the Beng@al Government, in July 1773, and weut to fhew the indepéndency
of the Rajah’s fituation. The foHewing paffage, therefore, in the Governor General's lettur,
feenis utterly unintelligible, f !
« T deny that I ever required him tokeep up a body of 2,000 horfe, contrary to the declaras
¢ tion made to him by the Governor General and Council, on the sth of July 1775, that there
< fhall be 1o obligation on him to do it.” {

1t is equally nnneceflary to remark on Mr. Haflings's denial, refpeQting the 4th refolution.—
This is likewife a refolution of fact, that the Rajah was regular in the payment of his tribute, and
what is not denied by the Governor General,  The Court haye acknowledged the fovereignty of
the Company over the Rajah in their 2d refolution, But, tliat the Govcmor-Genera‘fan?(}euﬁ_
il had 4 right to ilfoe any orders in direc? wvidlation of thpalinal agreement fubfifting withthe Rajahy
no one who feriouly confiders the nature of that agreement, (n all its circumitances, will venrture
1o aflect. :

Bt with refpeét to the laft refolution of the Coutt of Diretors, every one mudt join iffue
with the Governor General, and agree, that frem the premiles which have been already eftab-
Tifhed, mn the former part of thefe oblervations, the terms improper, unsvarrantable, and bignly
4 imipolitic, are much too gentle,  The [lyist performance of [olemn engagements ont one party followed
% b adls direltly [ubverfive of themy and by voral difpofleffion en the othor, flamps on the per petrators
< of the latter, tve guilt of the great Ji polfibie wiolation of Jaith and juflice”

The olifervations on what has fatlen from Mr. Hattings, refpedling the refolution of the Coure
of Direélors laft {poken of, muft net be' difmifled without a remark on the following paflage in
the Governor, General's letter &

< 1 deny tlyit Rajah Cheyt Sing was a native prince of [ndia, Cheyt Sing isthe fon of 2
¢ colledror of the revenus of that province, which bis ares, and the mistortunes of his mafter,
¢ enabled him to convert to a permanent and heveditary pofitflion,” - '

Though it is no where alferted in the refolutions of the Court of ‘Direftors, that Cheyt Sing
was a native prince of Tndia, yet it may not be improper to obferve, that, with regard to Cheyt
Sing’s predeceor, Bulwant Sing, who is here called ¢ a colle?or,” 1t has already been fhewn,
that for the powetful military affittance which he afforded the Company in ‘the war with Sujah

‘Dowlih, Mr: Haftangs was, in 1773, empowered 1o renew, in beluilf of Rajah Cheyt Sing, the
ftipulation which was formerly made with the Vizier in favour of the father.  And in a letter
from Rajah Shitabroy, which is entered vpon the Bengal Confultation of the 2tft of November,
1764, Bulwant Singis called, a “ porfon of bigh rauk, and the Lonindar of a fronticr country”

With refpe to Cheyt Sing, Mz, Haltings him{elf has called the Zemindary € bis inberitance.”
“In the inftrament printzd by the Governor General, 15th of April 1776, he istermed * the great,
2 %6 Chiof Rajab Gheyt Sing Bebadre.” - By the infiruftions to the Refident at Benares, of the 24th

of Auguft 1775, he wastobe invelted “ with a kellaut in bis palace, with all the ufual formali-
¢ ties” And by the Refident’s account of this matter, the ceremouy was performed in all the
parade of Eaftern magnificence. « Buthere another, and a more firiking circumftance, may be
added in proof of the ’i{ﬂjah’s elevated fituation, On the 24th of November 17735, Licutenant
Colonel Parker, who had the command of a brigade in the neighbourhood of Benares, acquainted
General Clavering; that the Rajah had. paid him a vifit, and had made him prefents, < which,
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“(layshe) 1did not rejely. as it would be looked uport as the  greatct Aight I could offer to an
oftern Prince” This letter was laid before the Council on 'hé'.ﬁth,'o{'ﬁeﬁg@ﬁe L And fo fay
was Mr. Haftings from being difpofed, at that time, to difpute the rank which'Mr, Parker thoughie:
he had among the Princes of Hindoftan, that he immediately gave it as his opirion, ¢ ‘T hat nai-
< ther the Rajah ought to have made the prefents; nor Colonel Parker saccepted them, bacaufe
¢ they were the pledges and marks of inferiarity of the giver to the receiver; and 1 think it will
< hecome both the jufice and dignity of this Board, to lay down fuch rules as fhall preyent the.
& Rajah hereafter from fubjecting himfelf, or being fubjelted’ to ceremonies- un&rraminfﬁf: Yk
¢ and charader.”  Upon which the Board refolved, that the Rajah fhould pay the ‘firlt vifit to
none but the Governor General, the Chief Juftice, and the members of the Board.

Such as are fill doubtful of Cheyt Sing’s elevated flation, are referred to the 33d and z4th
pages of Mr. Haftingss printed letter, where there isas ftrong an implication of his princely rink,
as it is poflible for words to convey, - \ i :

 With the fame view of lowering in the eyes of the public the real ftandard of ‘Cheyt Sing's
Htuationy the Covernor General fays, in his printed navrative, © T fofpeét that the deeds which
& paffid between him andthe Board, on the transfer of the Zemindary to the Compiny, in 77,
< are-by many underflood to bear the quality and force of a treaty of eptional conditions betwies

4 equal States. - Tofuch Treply, that tuch an opin ion s itlelf erinunal to the State of which e
& aagar fuljedt; and that he was himfelf amenable to its juftice, if he countenanced the helief,
o Flepaid bo dridute tothe Company, but a fixedannual rene,.  And theinftruments for his Ze-
4 mandary were dvawn precifely in the fame formas inftraments of the fame denominations inter-
¢ changed witl the Zemindars of Bengal” i b o il I

+ As o the annal flum which the Rajah was to pay on account of his Zemindary not 'he'in'g_ A
he confidered in the light of a tribute, it is termed fo, with very few exceptions, from one end of
the rtcords to the other ; in moft of the letters from the Council to the Court of Direclors, which
fpdak of the fubject, and even in the GBvernor General's own letter to the Rajah on his invefti-
ture. i "

With regard to is being looked npon ag amere Zeminday, the Refident at the Court of the Vi-
zier, in a Jetter written to the Board, the 14th April 17735, which was previous tathe lovereianty
of Benares heing vefted in the Company, declared tohis Excellency, * Thac he muft expelt to
. foeiCheyt Sinz protedled 3 for that he was not to be put on a feating with bis other Zimindidys”
Andin a letter fram the Board to the Refidént at Benvares, the got hMay 1770, it is acknowle dgel, ,
% That he is on @ wery different footing from other Zemindars,” MR . - : WU

Bt perufal of the following minute of the Board, will put the matter beyond difpute.

Cenfultation, 4th September, 1975,

& The Secretary informs the Board, that the Sunnuds for the Rajah Chevt Sing being prepared,
& e circulated the following propofal of the Governor General for their opiion :

i # The Governor General direGts me to requelt the opinion: of the Board, whether the Pottah,
¢ Suinud, and Coulnania, for the Zemindary granted to Rajah Cheyt Sing, fhould be figned by

¢ him glone, or by the Board; remarking, at the fame time, that it has been cuftomary for

"¢ Dyanny Sumieds to receive only the fignatute of the Governor; but he thinks, that as the

¢ patyre of the prefeat grant, is different, and may le conlidered more in the light of 4 TREATY,

¢ they fh (1d be figned by the Hoard.” . i :

% Apresd, that the Sunnud,’ Pottali, and Coulnama, -be now figned, and tranfmitted to Nr.
“ Francis Fowke ; i :
But to fum up the whole in a few words 1=-In 1765, Bulwant Sing, on account of militaty
fervices rendered to the Company, way, through theic means, fecured in the poffeflion of bis
country. In 1576, Cheyt Sing, his fonand fucceflor, was confirmed in the government of his
| Eather's territoties, on paying a fixed tribute, by atieaty esecuted by the Viziery declaring the
terms of it toextend to the -b.gf}rri{vfgf'rf:brrparty s under which treaty. Mr, Haftings, from motives
of juftice and policy, would not fuffer the Vizief fo take from the Rajah more than the ftipulated
fum. 11t 1793, the former agreement was renewed bétween the parties, whichy as before, wus,
to extend to their repedive beirs,  To this agreement Mr Haftings, on the part of the Britifh
Government, was the goatantees  In 1773, the fovereignty of Benares was transferred to the

Company;

;o
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“Qompany 3 and with 1 refervation of the julk rights of the Rajab, and adue regard tothe achi
engagements fubfifting with him, new [unnuds were iffied in confequence of f{undry relolutions .
of tre Bengal Couricil, adopted with/a view to the Rajab's independency, thercby eftablifhing a.
. dtrong barrier to the Company’s provinces, Adlucinces were at the fime time given tathe Rajah
thiat o demands of any kind fhould be made upon him beyond his tiibute, and that noone {hould
be fuffered ro difturb the peace of his countrys  In 1778, regardlefs of former aflurances, and in -
direét oppofition to the eftublifhed policy, an additional demand was made upon hith of five lacks
of rupecs, onaccoimt of the war wich Fraoces  1n 1770, notwithftanding his confent was far one
y.e¥ only, and his infifting that he had a promife from Mr. Haltings, that it fhould not be re~
peated, and which was not contradided by him, another demand was made for five lacks more,
and troops were ordered into his'territories to enforce this demand, the expence of which he was
obliged to defray. In 1780 the demand was repeated; and notwithftanding the Rajah had actvally
difcharged ail thefe extra demands, and was eyer punéual in the payment of his fettled tribute;
yet in 1781 M. Haftings repaired to bis capital, with an avowed intention to exadt from him the
enormous fum of fifty lacks of rupees, (thougli the Rajab, hearing of his intention, had previovily
made him an ofter of twenty lacks) and in.cife of his refufal, to difpoffefs him of his Zemindary.
He was arrefled in his palace at Benaves, a city held in. the highett veneration throughout India.
His own foldiers overpowered the party which guarded him, aud in the confufion ¢ the Rajah!
& found means ta efeape through a wicket, ‘which opened to the river, and the bapks being ex+
¢ ceedingly fteep in that place, helet himfelf down by tibans, tied together, into a boat which
& wagwalting for him, and conveved him to'the oppofite fhore®.” Several adtions aftevivagds
took place between the troops of the Company and thofe of the Rajaliy aud his feveral forts, to
which he had fisd for protedion, were fucceffively captured by ouc forces, And as’ (according to
Mr, Haftings) ¢ theexiftence of a fugitive chief in the wilds and: monatains would bhe ligtle re+
< gardely whon be was expelled from the capitaliof bis gevernmext, and the fear of his eolledtions s’
Yie'was proferibed by public proclamation the Rauge }' was conterred on the grandfon of Rajah
Putwant Sing, by a daughter mastied to Bauboo Doorghejey Sing, and the untortunste Rajah
Cheyt Sing (4 qwreleh § indeed 1) 'is now 2 wandeier @ Hindoltan ! ' ;

It only remains to oblerve, on the conglufisn of Mr, Haftings’s letter, where, in the fame
fpirit of dilobedisnce to theorders of the Company wh ch has too long charafkerizéd his goveras
nient, he declares his mtended oppofition to any direéions which may be given him for the reflo-
ration of Rajah Creyt Sing to the Zemindary of Benares. g d P e o

Whether fuch a meafure be expedient, or not, will probably be the fulject of fliture cimfide-
ration, And as the Company’s affairs are now under the inveftigation of Parkiament, it mintl he
tlie wifh of every tne, that fuch regulations may be formed, and fuch fundamentil principles
witablithed, for the future government of the Company, as will enfure to the natives of Indii, of
aldenominations, that fecurity and hippinels which they have arightto enjoy ubder the injluence |
of the mild and equitable fpirit of the Hritifh Government, | '

EXTRACT of Courd's Letter to Bengal, dated the 28th Fonuary, 1784

o

%! 5 ) ! ! i A )
Par s B muft not fuller the Governor General's letter, relative to our refolutions about
Cheyte Sing, 1o be patled over i1y Lilence, wearing, s it does, the appearance of animadyverfions
o1 the conduét of liis fuperiors, not tobe juftificd in his fituation,

8. The Court of DireCtors have not only an undoubted right, bat their daty calls upon thein
1o condemn any meafure that fhall appear of a dangerous tendency 5 the -conduct towards
Cheyte Sing was, in their eye, hable to dellroy that confidence {p necediry vo lie preferved witl
the country powers; the Coutt therefore hoped, by their marked ditapprobation, to prevent any
fleps of the like kind in future,  After the refiftance which the Rajah had made, no coupte-
niunce conld be confiftently thewn him ; nor was any mealure for his refloration ever propofeds
But whilft the Governor General remains {ubje€t to the orders of the Court of Direfors, he s
“bound to yield to their decrees, “Therefore as his letter, addrefling them with {uch unguarded
warmth, muft carry with it the appearance of tending to refifl thale whorm it ds hisduty toobey,
we confider him in that refpect to have been very blameable, Howeyer, we tam afide from this
difagrecable fubjet; to exprels great approbation at the extraordinar'y exertions of our Goveinior

# Governor General's Narpative, + Ditro. 1 Diuo.

§ VideGovernor General's ieuer ;
General
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Uieneral and Council, to counteract the defigns of our numerous enemies, and to furnifh fuch L
large affiflance and fupplies for the Camnatic, in its wafted and defolate condition. It is to the
abilities of our Commander in' Chief; whofe lofs we fincerely lment, aided by your vigilance and,
fupport, we owe the prelervation of that country, as the powerful ircuptions of Hy’-dér’,_.a’ﬁd the
Hoftile mealures of France, had difabled our Governor and Council of Fort St. George from de-
fending the poflefions of our Ally the Nabob of Arcot. R .

b e A
P I

e R R e e : i

o the Honourable William Hornby, Elquite, Prefident, &c. Seled Committee at Boo g

Gentlemen,

Q UR regret at the unfrequency, or perhaps unayoidable interruptien of your correfpondence
w:_th us upon the affaics of your Prefidency, 15 proportioned to our anxisty for their profperity,
and the eritical rélation which the condugét of thofe affairs now bears to the general fortune of
Britain in Tndia, . G A

From_the commencement of the Mahratta war this Government, under even a change of opi-
nion, had but one line of purfuit, and that was directed torpeace. The difference of opinion ex-
tended only to the ground upon which that peace fhould be eftablifhed and fecureds  In the firfk

 ftage of the war, the ruling opinion of this. Government, diffident either of the prineiple upon
which it was begun, or of the force witli which you conducted it, interpofed its pacific checks
Tn the fubfequent and actual frage of the war, it was the wifli of this Government to enable you
o conduét it to an honourable and advantageous termination 3 a termination which was cdnneg{ed
with the proper eftablifhment of the reputation of your arms, and the neceflury exclufion of our
satural encmies from any footing in your neighbourhood, ' (e

It is neither our meaning, nor of prefent utility, to enter.into any difenflions of retrofpect,
much lefs of accufation. T he public intereft calls for other meafures; and thefe thould be, the
union of every fentiment and every ability to make the beft of our actual fitvation, and to lecure
the public fafery amidil the attacks of our pumérous enemies. ; S

"The late pofitive otders of our employers, in their comnmands of the 11th of April laft, are, to

eonclude a peace with the Mahrattas at all events, and to cdrry the war from your coalt into

the dominions of Hyder Ally, the avowed ally of our natural enemies, and the moft dangerous
_invader of our poffeflions. ! '

From the necefity of the times, and obvious line of policy, which dictated thofe injunétions
of ‘our employers, a letter was addrefled to you on the 11th September laft, figied by Lord Ma-
cartiney, Sic-Eyre Coote, Bir Iid ward Huoghes, and My, John Micpherfon; that letter was tranf~
mitted through the Mabratta minilter at Poonah, and it was ieft to their pleafure to forward it
or not, as they adepted the conditions upon which it was to claim your attention,

Tn Oétoher laft, we addrefied to you a letter through the communication of our Governor Ge-
neral, who was then at Benares, and whom we velted with the fulleft powers of this Govermment
to correlpoud with you upen the fubject of a peace to 'be concluded with thie Adminiftration ac
Poonah. !

Copies of the joint letter from Fort St. George of the 11th of September laft—of thiy Jetter
wpon the {ame occafion tothe Pefhwah—of the letter fromthe Court of Direftors in Aprilfaft—
and of our letter to the Governor (General in Otober; and of that addreffed: by us 1o you throtgh

himn, as well as of his inftruétions to M, Anderfon, who' is appointed Minilter Plenipotentiiry

upon the part of this Government to Poonah, go numbers with this letter,

The purpofe and objeét of thofe refpective papers is clesr and definitive.  We communicate
them to you to imprefsmore forcibly, if poffible, upon. your miads the general wifh, both here
and at home, to conclude a peace with the Mahrattas, siid profecute the war more vigoroufly
dkainft Hyder Ally., The {eparate peace which has been concluded with Scindia will certainly
Brilitateboth thofe abie@s s but the firlt obje®t is become daily more interefting, as experience
siavinces us that no military efforts from the coilt of Coromandel can repel Hyder from the Car-

- natic,
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watic, wﬁiﬁb 'ﬁ:._'ni t_:_bu:ﬁﬁ*‘y_‘l"-'é‘alﬁ. ARordno fubfiftence o oar -_arm‘ir, and while ‘e encny Tas ui
difturhed fu{jpfk: From: his own extenfive dominions in his rear. i M e '

' .
i

.

; .I\_Fj,.lt_hi% fituation, ‘m tall the provifions and extra revenue and credit which this Governiment
is able to fipply can o more, vven when we command the fea, than fulhit the army ypon the
conft of Coromandel, and enable i¢” to mareh through' the deflated tradts of the Carnatic, to

meet the enemy where he chufes to ftand, and relieve thoft interior fortrefles, which, fhould they
once fall inder the dominion of Hyder, would advince the dimits of his empire almoft to ‘the

walls of FortSt, Geurge, : : Vol

{

Our enemy may now be faid to interpofe the (larnatic as a dafart between lim and our ven-
geance fiom that quacter, with the advantage upon liis part of keeping us contingally inthe fietd
without our haying the power to impzove our Gruation, even when we defeat himy botaviththis,
momentous difadvantage upon our fide, thatwhile we are thus fituated upon the coalt of Coro-,
mandel, our Kuropean enemies may, if they coms in fuperior naval force, unite with Hyder, to
furve us out of our frongelt bold in the country. Is thiers no extrication fcom, this dilemmi :
We tyuft there iss nor does there feem to he a moment to lafe to decide about the necelary meas
fures for this imporrant end.

Ttis obyipus to the plaineft judgment, that the firft neceffary ft=p to the relief of the Carnatic
muft be an interruption to thefe fupplies which enable Hyder Ali to keep the fisld with fuch
decided advantages,  The quere then is, Whether it is moft expedient to leave our pofts in the
Carnatic naprotecled, and, (while we are fuperior at fea, to embark our troops from Fort &r.
George todnyade Hyder upon his own cosdt s of. fuppofing it fhould be found imprafticibls to
effeé a peace with the Mahrattas by any formal fHipulations, that vou fhould relinguifh ail the
countrics upon the continent' that you ciannot maintain if a confiderable pare of yout arviy is
withdrawn; and, that after garriloning Beswibiay and other poils effeually, thag you fhould, with
the remainder of your forces, make an exertion againit Hyder Al where he ts moft vuluerable,
it his own dominions? ' \ : ;

Ina p_nl'it'rtn‘l fitwation, fich as we are in 3t‘p'rfef'én'r. it is often necéffury, Seithout vielding te
any defpondence, to have in view the worll tarn tha affiirs may belikely to, or can poflidly take,
in order to be prepared for the event, ; " '

T.et us then fuppofe that every allvance we make to peace with the NMahrarta adminilffeation
fliall only tend toraife their demands, and enfcourage their infolence ; that they may exact con
ditions whieh we cannot in honour accede to; and that while Ragoba is, in any fhaps, under our
protection, ar the adminiitration thar frft efpouled his canfe continued at Rombay,, the minifters
at | oona may mot thiik themfelves fure in any peace that our prefent neceffitics muy dictate.

Tiet s fuppofe Farther, that any conneltion with either, or even their hopes from the aid of
France, may encourage them to?ook beyond the recovery of thofe pofefhions which they have
loft in the war; and, in a word, that neither our management in negociaticn, or the fears of
our réfertment, can obtain forus an‘immediate peace with Poona : under thele {uppofitions, the
inolt unfavourable that can beadvanced, it is of moment to determine, whethdr our withdriwing
from the Mahmtta war, under the reputable cover of orders from hotne, is not preferable to the
carrying it ‘on feébly,—while a war, not of conqueft, but of fel-defenize, prefiés hard upon
the exiltence of our influence in a quarter where, if the influence is lofl, it cannotbe exfily’ re-
gained as in your neighbourhood, i

"To fuppofe that this Preflidency, or the abilities of the Company, can fupport the Bahratta
war, fo as'by conqueft (at the expence Geueral Goddard has flated) to enforce a peace, and at
the {ame time defray the expences of ihe delenfive war in the Carnatic, is'to fuppofe an impoffis
bility, and under vifionary hopes to embrace a {yftern that would enevitably codanger all our

pofeffions in India..

I€ this pofition then is trie, it follows clearly, that if ‘we cannot effeft'an immediate peare
with the adminifiration of Poona, we ought, in prudence, and independent even of the comm nd
of our employers, to defift from the Mahraita contelt at all events, and turn our whole foice.
agamft Hyder, i

i i

The folid principle upon which fucha Jdetermination becomes neceflary, isthis: If the Carnatic

is loft, our shemies muft be immoveably eftablifbied there, and the valuable poffeffions of this
.q\_rernﬁ?nt are’ afterwards expofed, notw}rl'sﬂa%ling-tlwil‘ natural (ecurity, to the operations of
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an enemsy molt advantageoully fituated ; an enemy that might then choofe. its feafon of attack,
if fuperior at Seca, or fuccefsful in raifing enemies upon our wellern and porthern fron-
ties, :

Whereas, if every place and poffeflion dependent on the ifland of Bombay was loft, future
efforts, fupported from the Carnatic and this country, might regain ‘them at any favourible
crfis. :

We have thus, gentlemen, we hope, with attentive and unprefuming difeuffion, gone over
the ground of a very interefting alternative, which prefents itfelf in our prefent involved
fituatiou, ;

Prepared for every difappointment that can happen in the prefent general hoflility that is
armed againft us, we wifli to avoid delufive fyftems of hope; but we are fortified againft either
defpondence, or an undignified and timid purfuit of peace. ' ]

From a feperate letter we addrefs you, it will appear, that we are anxious to have an exalk
flite of your debrs, of your aCtual refources and difburfements, and likewife of your probable
refources and difburfements for the enfuing year, with the beft eftimate you can fend vs of the
invefiment you mean to fend home to the Company, and an account of the bills you have
drawn upon them. We have requefted the fame information from the Prefidency of Fort
Bt. George, o

With thefe Tights before vs, and a view of our own refources and neceflary difburfements, we
fhall have a pretty juft idea of the faculties which the Company poffefles, to carry on the contefls
it which they are engaged.

Confident that our zeal, if not our management, fhall entitle vs to the fair opinion of our
country, and refolved rigidly to retrench every poffible expence that can be. faved, ‘confifient with
the moft vigorous {yftem of carrying on unavoidable branches of the war, we fhall have no ap-
prehenfion of wanting refources, while the property of our fellow fubjedks in this country, and
the credit not only of our immediate employers, but of the power that conftituted our prefent
authority, can command finance. 1

The object that is at ftake is the prefervation of India to Great Britain, with thofe confequent
advantages, which the Afiatic dominions of the flate may hereafter be capacitated to refund for
the relicf of the whole empire. : j

In the exertions to maintain fo valaable a branch of the Empire, a great and enlightened nation
will foon diferiminate the merit of real fervices, from either the parade of affected zeal, or that
cold referve of duty which hedges itfelf within the letter of orders, while public min s aceu-
mulating.,

Pemit us to hope, Gentlemen, That, fenfible of the general danger, and animated with a
confequent zeal, you will aflilt us cordially in the great objeét which we have thus varioufly
ftated 1o you, that of effecting, either by a defenfive fyftem with the Mahrattas, and an offenfive
vlan of operation againft Hyder, the effential purpofes of a peace with the former, and a wac
with the latter. ; 3

Sheuld Major General Meadows (who deferves fo well of the Company in particular, and of
:his.c-'auntry- in general, for refolving to come to the relief ‘of India) arrive apon your coaft, you
will find him very able and willing to co-operate with you upon this fyflem s and fhould any
untoward accident prevent the fpeedy and fafe  arrival of ‘Mr, Anderfon at Poonahy you and
General Goddard will pleafe to perufe moft attentively along with this letter, the Governor
General’s inftru@ions to Mr. Anderfon, as well as the inftru@ions to M, Chapman, who is
dsputed to Nagpoor, you will then comprehend fully the decided and united wifhes and refo~
Lutions of this government. : ' :

You will obferve particularly, that the Governor General's inftru@ions' go to a Cefion of all
that can be yiclded for prace. To deliver up Ragoba, or annul our treaty with Futty Sing, he
juftly confiders as conditions that cannot be granted, for the public difhonour which fucl adls
weuld ftamp upon our national chara@ers - An 4ffent to have fuch a difhonour conneéted with
the reputation of Englifh Councils, would be weaksiefs; and that weaknefs would-occalion new
and unan fwerable demands, But it is the addrefs of negociation, and the wifdom of flates to
contrive, in dificulties fuch as thefe, 4 remedy that may obviate the embarraffment, and yee
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prelerve every neceflary dignity of proceeding. From General Goddard's letter to yonur Board
from Surar, in September laft, iv appears that Ragoba was in feparate negociation with the
aninifters of Poonah for a maintenance to Kimfelf, and he has wpon many former ocenfions fheven
awith to leave you. Thofe wifhes might net only be permitted, but indulged and encoutaged,
and, in that event, the obftacle removes itfelf. The condudt of Futty Sing mauft’ be fingulurly
meritorious as.a native ally, if occafions donot oceur where the annulling ef the treaty would not
e his own aét and deeds " Ina word, Gentlemen, when the wifhes.of a overnment correfpomd:
forcibly with the public neceffity, difficulties fuch s thels we have fuppoled are made to vanifly;
and in the queftion we have thus difeufled, there is ane evident andl relieving alternative which
we have already ftated—a defenfive relinquilfrment of the Mahratea contolt upon your fide of
India, which is in 2 manner tantameunt to a peace with them by any formal furrendse of ail
your comtinential acquificions. Nor et us be difinclined to this alternative, from falfe ideas
velative to thofe refleCtions which may in general be thrown out regarding the fuppefed mif~
fortunes, mifmanagements, and lofles of this war from the beginning, " '

Were we difpofed to énterinto fuch difcuflions, ebfervations might not be found wianting, to fhew
that good as well a5 evil conlequences have followed from the war, One confequence hak, we
‘hope, certainly followed, and which is of infinite importance; that ds, the tranquillity of thels
proviiices from Mahratta invalion, _mn":’nt:ii_lnfng during the war, and probably fecured "in future,
trom the impreffion which our arias fiave taade in the heart of Hindoftan.

In the preceding view of this queftion, it carmot efcape you, that we have fappoled the moft
unfavourable poffible turn to the megociation. * We have done fo purpolely to leave no room for a
mifeqneeption of cur wifhes; and that you fhould be prepared to adapt yoir mealures to the
general fyflem, in the worlt event of the Mahratta negociation, ' Our real hopes are, that our
Governor General fhall, before this letter arvives at Bombay, have concladed not oaly a peace
with the Poonah adminifiration, but have arranged with them a treaty offenfive againft Hyder,
We kieow that the minifters at Poonah have exhaufled their trealires in the cotinganea o the
Wars Fhat it has been a moft rwinous War to their whele general {yiter of controwl over the ré.
venues of India: But the Mahratta Empire is now bieken, and we truft for ever, into feparate
dtates; and theyhave fuffered fo much in the difpute, that they will avoid war with vs in furure,
and what is more effential, be fo detesred from any European connedtion, that our natural
enemics muft remain excluded from any alliance with them that could be hureful ¢o our pof-
feffions.

Toavoid the evils which we apprehend from a continuance of the Mohratta War, in our
prefent ficuation with otherenemies, and to avail oorfelves of every advantage that your CO-0pa
Tation «can give to the general fyflem of affairs, is the ardent ohject of this full and candid ad-
drefs; as well as to obviste every poflible embarrafnent that may be created by 2 difference of
opinien, or a reference to what is paft, sgainft our prefent operations.

Fs R kAR T ot B g R R 1 B W R ¢ Al ik . .

We truft that our labour'is not in vain, and fhat what is diQated by a moft anxious zeal for
the ﬂEE“"“l relief of our affaics, will niot be perverted to any little purpofe of remark, but carry
an effeCtual impreflion to your councils,- :

We obferve to you, more for the fake of that form which candour requires, than from any
poflible apprehenfionthat we fhall have occafion to dilproye of your furure meafores, or figd
fault with your inahivity, that we are unanimoufly and unalterably refolved to exert every au-
thority of 'tK'ys: government 2o enforce a gorrefpondence of political fyftem in all the Prefidencies,
and upon the foundation of the Company’s orders; mor,. in cafe of evident failare or neglect in
any branch, thall we think -;Snmo_n proceeding fufficient.  Before that power to which we willy
our own corrdudt 1!& {ulﬁ;’ ed, and which eftablifhed our controuling authority, we are de-
termined to hold forth, uader fpecial ascufation, whatever conduct may in.our opinion tmerit to
be impeached,

Happy Thall we be, onthe other bhand, to have occafion of marking to the netice of the Com-
pany 8“3 our country, thofe meafures which may refledt luftre upon the difcharge of the troft
‘with which you are vefted, and which, in the prefent moft interefting fituation of the
Htate muft, in the fenfibility connefled with a cenfoious fidehity and eeal, cenvey a gratification
‘beyond every other advantage that fitustion canobtain or beftow,

. We have, &c.

Fort William, . * ;
46th December 3781, (Signed) Governor General and Council.
o '$&ned by Mr. Wheler and Mr, Macpherfon,
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CSL-AS-R) =G Y
AS003197
0 O

954.0827 APP

" 'r\;&\ oo (R S S g

C OP Y of the Minute of the Court of Dlle&ms, conveymg thcw

Unammous Thanks to Mr. Haﬁmgs, on thc the 28th of June 1"8 7 i

#

U

TlI}L Court being informed that Warren. Hni'hngs, Eiqmre, late Gove:nur General nf

Hengal, was attmdmg in order to be introd uced to the Court;
Tt was moved, and, on the quafhon,m, AR {

ResoLved’ Unanimousry, That t‘he Ch:nrmm be d:rc&ed, in t“he name of the Caurt, to

congratulate Governor Haflings on this fafi arrival, and to return him the theulL& ok tlus' -

(.nmt, for the long, faithfal, and abl# fervices he had rendered the Company.

M; ﬂ::ﬂmrrs being’ then mnoduceﬂ
The Cn.nrm-m addreffed him to the purpert of the above 1efolatmn.

' 'J\. : ngs exprefied his happinefs, in having for: his uniform endeavours to pmmete the
Company’s interefts been thus amply rewarded, by the dtﬁmgm{hed hnour naw confes red on
Eum; -un& then Wlth{h’&"f.

Haht I:ldn Houfe, "' | \ : | Atrue COPY

the 3"th March 1}86.
. THOMAS VIOR"“ON
bccmary.
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