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Dear Sir, Lucknow, 21 Feb. 1785.

I have had the honour to receive your letter of the 9th inftant, with the enclofures of one for 
Hyder EegCawn, and one for Almafs Aliy Cawn, and duplicates of your former letters to thefe 
perfons, and to Haile in Rezza Cawn.

Herewith I have the pleafure totranfmit to you anfwers from the Nabob Vizier and his two 
principal minifters to your ftrft letters : 1 am acquainted with their contents, although 1 had no 
ihare in their compofition. I can affure you, that they contain the genuine and u 11 mixed fenti- 
ments of the wi iters; and, for this reafon, I am perfuaded will afford your real fiitisfaClion. I 
have the pleafure further to adure you, from the opportunity of daily perfonal obfervation, that 
the Shah Zaadu, the Vizier, and his minillers, entertain the moll entire confidence in yourjuflice 
and friendly intentions towards them; and that no uneafinefs remains upon their minds, but what 
ariles from their perfonal attachment and elleem for Mr. Mailings.

I am willing to believe that you will confider the mention which is made of me in thefe letters, 
as a proof that I had no part in didlating them. I own that my vanity is gratified by the fa
vourable opinions exprelfed of me; yet a fenfe of delicacy would induce me to defire they might 
be fupprefled, if it bad not occurred to me that they might ferve as an argument in fupport of 
the honour which you havedone me to continue me in the charge of the affairs of your Govern
ment at this Durbar.

The Shah Zaada is preparing his anfwcr. Almafs is at a diltance; but I expcdl his alfo in a 
day or two.

1  he enclofed order for two hundred and two gold mohurs is the accuflomary nazurs of congra
tulation from the minillers Huffein Rezza Cawn and Hyder Beg Cawn.

As your letter informs me that Mr. Haflings had finally taken his departure, I beg leave in this 
place to offer you my fincere congratulations on your acceffion to the honourable and important 
Hat ion which he lias refigned, and my warmell wilhes that your adminiftratiou may be invariably 
profperous.

In my letter of the 13th inftant I had the honour to acquaint you with the ftate of the molt 
material concerns of the Vizier’ s Government. The incurfion of the Seiks was hidden and pre
datory, they retired on the firft appearance of the Vizier’s troops, without any confiderahle booty, 
nor have they fince attempted to dilturb the Vizier’s dominions ; on the contrary, the chief who 
is at this time with a body of thofe people near the Vizier’s frontier, on the weftern fide of the 
Ganges, has written to the Auinil ot Rohilcund, that the late incurfion was an adt unauthorized 
by and oftenfive to their State. The greateft part of thefe freebooters have retreated acrofs the 
Jumna, on the approach ot Lieutenant Colonel Knudfon’s detachment, and thole who remain in 
the Doab will avoid giving him any pretext for attacking them; their prefent purpofe is to levy 
their tribute upon the country of the late Zaabita Cawn.

In this fituatiori of fecurity from their further ravages, the Vizier has recommended it to Co
lonel Sir John Gumming to return to Futty Ghur, with the principal part of his force, leaving 
Lieutenant Colonel Knudfon, with two regiments, at Anoopfhire, until the rife of the river fhall 
make the paffageof the enemy impracticable, which will be early in the month of April.

Theminifter and Almafs Ally Cawn continue on terms of entire cordiality and confidence. I 
have not the fmalleft apprehenlion that their good underllanding will be interrupted, fince you 
have given them both fuch encouragement to rely upon your protection and fupport, whilll they 
difeharge their relpedtive duties for the advantage of both Governments : and as they know how 
eftentially their own honours and interefts depend upon their zeal and fidelity, there can be no 
doubt of their belt exertions.

1 advifed Mr. Mailings on the 22d ultimo, of the fufpicions which the minifter entertained of 
Almafs Ally Cawn ; but as f confidered the exceptionable part of his condudl as calculated merely 
to obtain fome advantage or indulgence in his farms, 1 told the Governor that I would not alarm 
A-dminiilration until I had proofs to juftify the npprehenfion of lerious danger. The truth is, 
that Almafs Ally Cawn has been made too powerful and opulent a fubjedt, and certainly would 
be too much tor the Vizier’s government, if he was not reftrained by its connection with outs: 
but as matters are now circumllanced, his defedtion would be attended with many ill confequences, 
and it cannot be denied that his opulence is productive of fome good ones. His punctuality in
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payment maybe relied on ; and he frequently affifts Government with the advance of very con- 
fiderable fums in its exigencies. He knows that lie can no where obtain fuch a degree of f-curity 
for his perfon and property as he finds in his prefent fituation; it muft therefore be very unjuft 
and rigorous treatment that will induce him to de/ert i t ; and io long as he continues it, proper 
management will turn it to the benefit of the State.

There can be no doubt that all the tranfacfions between your Government, the Shah, and Ma- 
hajee Scindin, might be managed by a fingle agent : but I am almoll certain that thefe two powers 
would not negociate confidently with the fame perfon. The Shah is far from being fatisfied 
with the exercife of the authority and influence which Scindia has acquired over his affairs, and 
will ftruggle to free bimfelf from his controul, whenever he thinks there is a prolpedt of changing 
it for another that will leave him a greater choice of adtion. He will never lofe fight of your go
vernment, as his beft relource againft the injuries and indignities which are offered to him by 
thofe who affume the diredtion of his affairs; and as a time may come when it fhall be thought 
as politic and expedient, as it may be thought juft and honourable, to fupport tire houfe of Timur, 
and as at all times Shah Allum will not fail to apply to you when he feels his fituation too irkfotne 
for his patience, it will perhaps be neceffary to have an exprefs agent from your Government to 
refide with him for the purpofe of confidential communication, which it would be difficult to con- 
dudt without one. I find alfo, that at this time the refidence of an agent in the fervice of the 
Company is ufeful to the Vizier; and that he is defirous a feparate agent fliould remain with the 
Shah until his return to Delhi, when it will be clearly known whether his Majefty is determined 
to continue the influence and authority of Scindia and the Mahratta State, or isdifpofed to change 
it. In the former cafe, an agent from you will not only be ulelefs, but may be pernicious, whilft 
your Government, and that of the Mahrattas, continue in their prelent relative fituation.

Thefe reafons againft giving any intimation to Major Browne of your fentiments upon this 
fubjedt, have occurred to me upon a fhort refledtion, but your judgment and information are fo 
fuperior to mine, that I cannot expedl my arguments fliould be conclufive; I offer them as my 
excufe for not hinting, until I hear from you again, any thing upon the fubjedt to Major 
Browne.

Left the defire which is exprefled in the Vizier’s letter to you, of my continuing hero, fliould 
he any reftrnint upon your inclination, at any time hereafter, to place another gentleman in my 
ftation, the fmaileft hint from you fliall fuffice to make the change my own adf; and 1 fincerely 
declare, that whenever you may think proper it fhall take place, I fliall have a pride and fatisfac- 
tion in the opportunity of evincin'g the extent of my willies to deferve the confidence which you 
have repofed in me, and the regard which you have exprefled for me.

I fhall difpatch, by the public dawk bearers, to-morrow, and fucceffively, fome balkets of 
fruits, c f which HyderBegCawn requefts your acceptance,

I have the honour to be,

with the trueft attachment and refpedl,

Dear Sir,

Your moft obedient,

and faithful humble fervant,

(Signed) W m. P A L M E R .

Dear Sir, I.ucknow, 24th February, 1785.

1 have the honour to trnnfmit to you herewith, a letter from the Shah Zaada, in anfwer to 
vours to him; and I have the fatisfadtion to allure you, that he is difpofed to condudt himfelf en
tirely by the wilhes and advice of your Government, and 60 place the firmeft reliance upon your 
perfonal kindnefs and fiiendlhip.

The Prince and the Vizier live in perfedt harmony' and the former appears to be very happy 
and contented with his prefent fituation.

„ The1 . I J _ , $\$
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_riie Seiks have entirely evacuate! the frontiers of the Vizier's dominions, -and every thing 

Mcliin them-is in a ftafe of trautjuilUty, without the lead appearance of farther diferbance or 
obiuuiftmn irj the collodions.

I have the honour to be, with parfedl attachment and rcfpedt,
Dear Sir,

Your .moft obedient,
and faithful humble jfervant,

W m . P A L M E R .

From the Prince : Received 7th March, 5785,

Your letter has. b?<?n received, in which you write that you are ready and aftiye, from you? 
heart and foul, in obedience and fidelity to the prdepcc, and that at all times, and in all gttt- 
ations, yo,u conlidcr your allegiance as your greateft happjnefs; and that yo.4 are hopeful of the 
fsnqe favour and pro,tedlion, from the. Prelepce, as were experienced -by the Lte Governor General, 
petcre this ! had been convinced of your fidelity and attachment to me and now, from the re- 
..Uefentatioti ofrivlajor Palmer, and from the receipt of your arzee, I  Mve beep a hundred fpld 
■ yore inclined towards you. T he prapfs of obedience in the late'. Governor General, and his la , 
hour and, attention to forward tpy concerns, are well known to, you, and that he was even defirous 
of returning to this quarter, to fhew his attachment to the Prefence, he mull have acquainted 
you ; as-it lias l eenpecdlary for him to depart fpr Europe, the fettled allegiance which he had 
e r hi.s heart will,' by the, b id ing  of God, fliew itfelf in yo:ur condusfr, I am convinced of and 
dvpetid firmly upon jrwc attachment, and whatever favour and protection were (hewn from the 
Pfefence to thelate Governor General, will be dpubjed. towards you, Know me to be beyond 
ineafufe favourable, and well thclnied to you'; write conftaiitly the accounts' o f your lituation.

" . . .  *
■Rend the fpljowing letters to ;,the Governor General, from, his, Excellency the Nabob Vizier,

.eod. the N:^b<)hs,Huilfcin Roza Cawn ajtid. Hydor Beg Cawa:

From the Vizier: Received 3d March 1785.

Your friendly letter, containing the proofs, of yoyr fr ieuddiip and aifesfrion, and-full of words 
o f fnendlhip, and letters of kindnefs, arrived" and gladdened me with all the particulars of your
sincerity and affedtion.

The connection and alliance which exifted between the Company,* the Governor General, Mr.
Haftings, and the gentlemen of the Council, a,tul,thedeceafed Dawab during his life, need not be 
mentioned. By the hlefiing of God, the. ilrength of this mutual atfeftion is every day encreafirig.
Mr. bladings was at ail times ready to fupport the connection of friendship, to improve the af
fairs of the Company, to add bene tits and advantages, arid liability to the concerns of my govern
ment, and to prelerve the credit and (atisfadtiori of my ininiilers, who are faithful fervants to hotli 
parties,; and whet)hgcairie to Lucknow, he fettled an agreement with them for the payment of 
the debt to the Company, and for the good management of all my concerns. Thefe circumftances 
a:e all known to you; and as you, out of regard tothefincere and dole friendlhip, in conformity 
to the cuftoms and rules of the Englilh, who never deviate from their engagements, have deter
mined to prelerve it, arid having from-yout* friendlhip approved thole plans are inclined to fupport 
between yourfelf add me the agreement made by the Governor General, Mr. Haftings; you have 
by this aufpiciousr.ews made me happy and eafy on all accounts. This matter was fully ex- 
plained tq the Ui'nroli fr,tisfadt-i:.)(» of iny heart, by the letters of the Governor General-; Mr. Haf- ’ 
tjrtgs, and the raprcfeniaiions eft Major Palfngr. i. am now frotn.your letter frilly convinced that 
you will roaipfain that agreement:, whig!) rs.fufl of advantages tp both' Sides; and Major Palmer 
hag-given.me the gre.itelt relinuce.upoii you, I;a.ip;;np)y,. hopeful,'from your friendlhip,, that in 
the fame degree as the* Governor' General, Mr. Haftings, fupperted. apd maintained the ftrength 
of friendlhip, and the liability of my concerns, and the credit, and tile honour of my mihifters, 
y.oq alio will at rirofent,. from friendlhip, be .inclined to.maintain the conriedVipi.!:of intimacy, the 
cibblilhment and promotion of good managemeht in niy affairs,, and the honour, and credit of my 
inpiifters; and 1 will at pll tim.es be equally ftedfrft in tnv friendlhip with you, as with the Go

vernor
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vernor General, Mr. Mailings. By the bleffing of God the debt to the Company will be properly 
fettled under the plan fixed by Mr. Mailings with iny minifters. I have been highly delighted that 
Major Palmer remains with me on the former footing, becaufe Major Palmer is always labouring' 
with me to confirm the mutual friendfhip. From his letters you will learn all particulars of my 
friendfhip and fatisfaCtion.

----------—  I '
From Huffein RezaCawn: Received ?d March 1785.

'Your gracious letter, containing the particulars fef your friendfhip for his Highnefs the Vizier, 
and of your approval and refolution to maintain the plan which the Governor General, Mr. 
Mailings, fettled before his departure from Lucknow, honoured me by its arrival in a happy hour.
The letters ofthe Governor General, Mr. Mailings, alluring that you were determined to preferve 
the friendfhip of his Highnefs, and to fhew favour to his minifters and dependants arrived, and the 
particulars were further and fully explained by Major Palmer, in confequence of your and the 
Governor General, Mr. Haftings’s, inftructions, and gave the higheft fatisfaCt ion. As the labours 
•of the Company’s Chiefs have been always ftedfaft and firm in preferring the connexion of friend
fhip between the Company and his Highnefs the Vizier, and to this time its encreafe has, under 
the Governor General, Mr. Haftings’s, management, been publifhed to the world and its inha
bitants : At prefent, that your letters are arrived, and that with the pen of friendfhip you pro- 
mife to preferve the connection in the fame ftate of ftrength and ftedfaftnefs, his Highnefs and all 
his wellwifhers are made happy and grateful for your favours. I am an old fervant, wasfrom the 
beginning the faithful fervant and wellwifher of both governments ; and nowalfo, being fixed in 
the fame obedience and fidelity, and confidering you the fame as Mr. Haftings, and being ready 
with my life, under a reliance upon your favour and protection, 1 will perform„the duties of at
tachment, and will in no inftance be deficient in the execution of your orders. I am convinced, 
from your kindnefs and favour, that the lame protection as Mr. Haftings gave to my credit and 
honour, and the fame favours as he bellowed, you, who have now exprefled your approbation of 
my conduCt, will fulfil rny hopes, by bellowing upon me the further particulars of my readinefs 
and obedience; and my dependance upon, and confidence in, the favours and kindnefs which you 
have exprefled will be explained to you by the letters of Major Palmer, who formerly, in confe
quence of Mr. Flafti-ngs’s inftruCiions, and now, in obedience to^your orders, has given his High
nefs and us, and all his Highnefs’s fervants, the greateft confidence in you. I am hopeful that I 
may be honoured with frequent letters.

From Hyder Beg Cawn; received 3d March 1785.

In the lame words as the preceding.

Frsm HuJJein Reza ‘Cawn; 8th March.

'i  our gracious letter, full of the particulars of favour and friendfhip, arrived, and encreafed my 
(dignity J and I received the greateft pleafure and happinefs from learning your favour and kind- 
nels, and your leliance upon the fidelity of me, whole foie defire is to experience you fatisfaCtion 
and protection. By the bleffing of God, and your good aufpices, all matters will be completed 
m conformity to your wifhes, and your great name and your d'gnjty will be publifhed in all 
Hindoftan. The fhaaow of your favour and protection alone is neceffarv to produce that happy 
thuem affairs which you wifli; and the plan which the Nabob Governor General Amaud ul 
Dowla Bahadie lettled in his own prefence at Lucknow, will, through your pioteCtion, meet 
with a happy completion to your utmoft fatisfaCtion ; at this time that from your knowledge of 
.men, and your protection of your fervants, you have written fo full a confolation to us, and Ma
jor Palmer, in youi name, has allured us of your favour and kindnefs, and your reliance upon 
us, not t.ie fmalleft hope, doubt, or aljirm, is left in the heart of his Highnefs and his fervants.
M y prefent only wifh is, that, employing inyfelf from my heart and foul in the execution of your 
■ orders, and m obedience to your commands, I may preferve your fatisfaCtion and pleafure, which 
1 mult conceive ns my greateft happinefs, in the fame degree as I employed, obeyed, and exe
cuted the oiders of the Nabob Governor General Amaud ul Dowlah; knowing my happinefs to 
be concerned, I will from rny heart and foul employ myfelf in fidelity and obedienceto your com- .

IV - 4 L  1  mands,
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lvav.ng ami Hmg at all tunes.firro in my attachment to the Company’s government, and 

that of his HigUriefs, which are every way the fame. Twill now, through hopes o f your favour 
and protection, be dourly to; tor I, Conftdering my own interefts to depend upon my proper 
management of the concerns of both governments, and in your fatisfaction, you will learn all 
thety particulars from Major Palmer’s letter.—The concern winch, from your kindnefe, you men
tion to have felt on account of the Seiks difturb.ihce in the neighbourhood of Bevelly is very flat
tering. The cafe is, that in the beginning, from, the ghauts of the Ganges being fordable, the 
Seiks crofted the river, nut immediately on the approach of the army of the Vizier, having no 
power to remain, they returned, and his Highnefs’s army being again put under tire command of 
Ka;a Jugnaut Eahadre, has in a proper manner difpoted all the ghauts of the Ganges, and for a 
greater proteftion two regiments from the Company’s forces at Putty Gurr are marching towards 
/■ •nbop/hire; and his Highnefs’s array having croil'ed at the ghauts, in the country of’the King 
and Zabcta Khan, are going towards the ri ver Jumna. The difturbances of the Seiks are now at 
an e.nci, which 1 write for your information; and through your affiftanea, and the firmnels of 
your favour and protection, all matters will be properly fettled. 1 am, beyond difpute, full of 
attachment to both governments, and am hopeful that 1 may he gladdened by letters of favour and 
kindneSs. Further particulars of my attachment and ready fidelity to you, and ray willies to pro
cure your fatisfadHcn, will be fully known to you by Major Palmer’s letters..

From Hyder Beg Canon; Do.

In the fame words. \ .

""' ; ' ' 11 ' w i i w n n  — —

E X T R A C T  of Company's Letter to Bengal, dated m b  April 1785.

Par. 63. 1 HE' refolution you pafled on the 31ft December 1783 to withdraw the Refidency 
from Lucknow, and to accept the^oifer made by the Vizier and his minifter, to give the fecurity 
of bankers of known credit and refponfibility for the payment of the balance due to the Company, 
and the current Kills, has our approbation; but by this approbation it is by no means our inten
tion, either on the one hand to condemn the conduit of our Refidents, or on the other to pre
clude ourfelves from examining into the complaints exhibited againft them by the Vizier and his 
minifter. We approve likewife of the continuance of an Accomptaut or Receiver at Lucknow, 
do long as any of the Company’s troops lhali be Rationed in the Vizier’s dominions, whofe bufineis 
Jnuft.be confined to the fele purpofe cfadjufling and keepiig the accounts between the Nabob and 
the Company, receiving the ftipulated fnbfidyfor thole tro ps, and for appropriating the fame in 
fudi manner as you lhali think proper to direct.

L E T T E R S  from  M r, -Maephtrfen to the Nabob Vizier, Hyder B e g  Khan, isle, and Fyzeulla Khan.

To the Nabob Vizier : Written 1 6th June 1785.

].N  conference of Major Pafmer’s wilhes to return from his prefect office of minifter for the 
Governor General at your Highnefs’s court, I have appointed Colonel Harper to his office.

In this appointment f  have been 'guided by ray knowledge of your Highnefs’s high opinion of 
Colonel Harper, and the real attachment which he bears to your family, as well as the great 
ejieetn v. Inch your mi rafters and people bear to him from the experience which your late moft it- 
luftfioai father had of his attachment and honour.

Major Palmer .will introduce Colonel Harper with the proper ceremony to your Highnefs. Per- 
JTJK me to add, that it was the with o f the. late Governor General, though he had no perlbnat 
fn'endjhip forColonei Harper, that he Ihouid fie minifter on the part of my government k  your 
Highnefs’s court, after the departure of Major Palmer.

i f  I. had it in my power to Jhew a llronger mark of my attachment to your Highnefs, and of 
my determination to maintain the engagements fettled between us than I  now do by the appoint

ment
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mentof Colonel Harper, I would gladly give fuch a proof of my friendfhip. In every matter 
you will find me the true friend of your family, and the juft fupporter of your rights. Colonel 
Harper will explain particulars.

As Major Palmer is fpeedily to return to Calcutta, I truft your Highnefs will mark his depar
ture from your court with civility and favour.

To Hyder Eeg Khan, Huflen RezaKhan, and Almals Ally Khan, of the fame tenor and date.

To Akbar Ally Khan: Written 16th June 1785.

I have the pleafure to acquaint you, for the information of his Royal Highnefs, that Colonel 
Harper is appointed my minifter for the tranfmStion of the affairs of my government at the court 
of the Nabob Vizier.

Colonel Harper will receive a feparate and higher commiffion from me as my minider at the 
court of his Royal Highnefs, for whom I could not teftify greater loyalty and affe&ion than by 
fuch appointment.

Pleafe to inform his Royal Highnefs o f my conftant attachment to his perfon, and that it will 
be my greateft ambition to obtain for him lofiti proofs ofthe regard and friendfhip of the Englilh. 
The Nabob Vizier cannot oblige me more than by his conftant proofs of obedience and perfonal 
friendfhip to his Royal Highnefs ; and this is fully known to the Nabob Vizier, to his minifters 
and people. Write to me frequent accounts of his Highnefs’s welfare, and ofyour own profperiry.

To Fyzeulla Khan.

In confequence of Major Palmer’s wifhes to retire from his prefent office of minifter for the 
Governor General at the Nabob Vizier’s court, I have appointed Colonel Harper to his office.

Tn this appointment I have been guided by my knowledge of his Highnefs’ s high opinion of 
Colonel Harper, and the real attachment which he bears to his Highnefs’s family, as well as the 
great efteem which his Highnefs’s minifters and people bear to him, from the experience which 
the late molt illuftrious Nabob had of his attachment and honour.

Permit me to add, that it was the w-ilh of the late Governor General, though he had no per
fonal friendfhip for Colonel Harper, that he fhould be minifter on the part of my government at 
his Highnefs’s court, after the departureof Major Palmer.

Confidering me to be your true friend, write frequently, and let all your letters, and every in
formation refpe&ing your concerns, be forwarded to me through the Colonel, to whom I refer 
you for particulars.

To MuzufFer Jung, of Furruckabad.

O f the fame tenor and date, except the laft paragraph, which is as follows :

In confequence of your friendfhip for the Company, I have given you this information ; and re- 
queft that, confidering me to be your true friend, yon will conftantly write me the news of your 
health.

E X T R A C T
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E X T R J C T  of Court's Letter to Bengal, dated %\Ji September 1785*

Para. 6, T N  your letter ofthe 17 th January I art you have fubmitted the following queflion to our 
J  (’ ..termination, viz. “  Whether the Company or the Vizier fhall be charged with the 

expence of the detachment commanded by Sir John C um m ingsan d  we have taken an early 
opportunity o f communicating to you our directions herein. As your late Governor General, in 
Virtue of the powers with which he was inverted, had agreed with the Vizier to finite out the 
charge of this detachment from his account from ift January 1785, we hereby direct that the faid 
agreement be punctually adhered to.

7. In the final arrangement of the military peace eftablifhment which will accompany this 
'difpatch, we have had in view the whole of the fervice which it will be neceffary to provide for 
under your Prefidency; rtjch part of that eftablifhment as will 'be ftationed in the Vizier’s domi
nions will, he paid by him according to the ftipulations of the fubfifting agreements. But it is our 
pofitive cider, that no greater number of troops be employed upon that fervice, 'unlefs at his Ex
cellency’s particular application and requeft; and that all the troops (o employed be conrtdered as 
part of our fixed eftablifliment, which is not upon any account to be enlarged.

8. We cannot help exporting our regret that the opinion of your Board did not concur with 
that of the Governor General, when the queftion concerning the recall of Colonel Cummiug’s de
tachment was under your, confederation, as the expence of it will, before the receipt of this letter, 
amount to nearly the ium o f£ .  300,000; and we agree with Mr. Haftings, that the brigade which 
by treaty is to be conftantly refident in thofe dominions, would be found fully adequate to their 
protedlion. We tlierefore diredl, that upon receipt of this letter not a moment be loft in order
ing the recall of Sic John Cummings’s detachment, fothat the Company may be inllantiy relieved 
from the burden, of that enormous expence.

16. The irruption of the Seiks, of which you advife us, leads to no other conclufion but the 
propriety of keeping a watchful eye over the weftern frontier of our own provinces, and thole of 
the Vizier, which is the conclufion you properly draw from it.

iy, Jn a preceding paragraph, we have directed the immediate recall of the Futty Ghur de
tachment.. But as by your lafl advices we find that in confequence of tliefe hoftiliries from the 
Seiks in the province of Rohilcuud, the Vizier had applied for the affirtance of a part of this de
tachment, and that it. was probable he would make a further requeft for the whole, we hereby or- 
dc-(, ih.it the detachment be continued fo long as the Vizier fit all deem filch continuance -necef- 
fary for his own iecurtfy, in which cafe the expence thereof muft be carried to iiis account, 
agreeably to the ftipulations of the treaty of 178 1.

5 8. But as loon as the Vizier fhall ceafe to require the affirtance of all or any part of that de
tachment, we direft our former orders to be carried into execution ; and even during the time the 
Vizier may cal! for their affirtance, we hereby order, that the whole expence of the ftaff, botta, 
and other"'/oiitingenicies, bp immediately aboiiihed.

u)„ And while upon this fubjett, we think it proper toexprefs our approbation of the princi
ples contained in Mr. Maepherion’s letter to the Vizier, bearing date the 18th February laft, ant! 
we expedt that the agreements made between the Vizier and Mr, Haftings will be invariably ad
hered to.

2d, Upon the fame principle we muft exprefs our opinion, that if the continuance of Major 
Palmer with the Vizier is wifhed for by him, it would be improper at prefent to recall him, and 
far lets would it be proper to fend any perion to refide with him whole prefence would be peculiarly
adverbs to his feelings.

2 1. We obfei vo what isftated relative to t he good opinion M r. Macpherfon entertains of Mr. 
Eriftow and Mr. Cowper. Upon that fuhjedt we purpofely refrain from giving any opinion what
ever ; for the whole tranfadtions in Oude for a contiderable tune pail: will very foon receive our full 
confider.ition, and it would be improper to anticipate any opinion at prefent.

22. In your letter of the 22d February lafl,„we find it ftated, that the Turn charged to the 
Viz, r  for the brigade ac Cawnpore is fhort of the aifi.ua! expence, in tile monthly fu;m of current 
rupees 33,760. 12. 4, and for the Futty Ghur detachment is current rupees 49,287. (1. 8, and 
for the regiment at Lucknow'current rupees 984. 3. 10. It is not our intention to charge to the 
Vizier more cr Ids than by the treaty he has ftipuiated to pay; but we muft at the fame time di-

redd,
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' .« j$5t, that you make fuch arrangements iii the corps, ferving in liis Excellency’s dombfions, with

out dimiuilhing their adhial force, as will reduce their expances within the fum ilipulated for 
them. !

23. As we, confider the troops Rationed in the territories of the Nabob of" Oude as forming a 
ft rang harrier to our own provinces, and as in our feparate letter of this date we have dated the 
eftabUfhed force which we think fully adequate to their defence, it is our meaning that thofe 
troops ihall be confidered as forming a part of fuch eftablilhmeuti

C O P T  of Letter from Warren Hajlings, Efq\ to the Court of Directors, relative to their Cenfure on 
his Condull at Benares ; and alfo the Atifwer of the Court of Directors thereto.

T o the Honourable Court of Directors of the Honourable United Eaft India Company.

. Fort William, 20th March 2783,
Honourable Sirs,

IN  your letter to the Governor General and Council, dated the 28th Auguft 1782, you have 
been pleafed to enter into a large difcuffion of my proceedings at Benares, and to apprize the Board 
of certain relblutiom comprehending your judgment upon them. Theft refolutions, as the imme ■ 
dinte caufe and fubjedt of my prefent addrefs, I  Hull, to avoid the perplexity of frequent and re- 
wrote reference, hereto fubjoin.

c< That it appears to this Court that on the death of Sujah Dowlah, 1775, a treaty was made
with his focceffer, by which the Zetnindary of Benares, with its dependencies, was ceded in per- 

“  petuity to the Ealt India Company.

“  That, it appears to this Court that Rajah Cheit Sing was confirmed by the Governor General.
<{ and Council ©t Bengal in the management of the laid Zemindary (fubjedt to the fovereigntv of 
“  the Company).on his payinga certain tribute, which was fettled at ficca-rupees 22,66,180; "and 
“  that the Bengal government pledged itfelf that the free and uncontraujftd poffeiiion of the Ze- 
44 niindary of Benares, and its dependencies, fhould be confirmed arid guaranteed to the Rajah and 
“  his heirs forever, fub' \ to fuch tribute  ̂ and that no other demand (hould be made upon him,
“  nor any kind of’.authority or jurifdidtion exercifed within the dominions affigned him, fo long as 
M he adhered t© the terms of his engagements.

“  That it appears to this Court that the Governor General and Council did, on the 5th of Ju ly 
“  1 775> recommend to Rajah Cheit Sing to keep up a body of 2,000 horfe, but at the' lame time

declared there -fhould Ire no obligations upon Him to do it.

w *1 hat it appears to this Court that Rajah Cheit Sing performed his engagements with the Com- 
s< pany in tire regular payment of his tribute of licca rupees 22,66,180.

“  -T hat it appears to this Court that the eondudt of the Governor Genera! towards the Rajah 
4‘ wliilft he was at Benares was improper; and that the imprifonment of his perion, thereby dif- 
w gracing him in the eyes of his fubjects and others, was unwarrantable and highly impolitic, end 
“  may tend to weaken the confidence whichthenativePrinces of India ought to have in the juflice 
“  and moderation of the ■ Company’s government.”

I.underftand that thefe refolutions were either ptibli.fhed, or intended for publication. As they 
have proceeded from an authority fo refpedfahle, every reader of them will naturally and without 
Ik f.ration believe that the fadts on which they necefiarily and indifpenlahly depend have been fully 
■ eftablifhed.— And who are the readers ? Not the Proprietors alone, whole intereft is immediately 
concerned in them, and whofe approbation I am impelled, by every motive of pride and gratitude, 
to lolicit, but the whole body of the people of England, whofe paffions have been excited on the 
general fubjeilfc of the eondudt of their fervants in India ; and before them I am arraigned, and pre
judged o f a violation of the national faith in adts of fuch complicated aggravation, that if they 
were true, no punilhment fliort of death could atone for the injury which the intereft atid credit 
o f the public had fulUined in them.

I hope therefore I fhall not he thought to give cnnecflary trouble in calling your attention to a 
liihjed not wholly perfonal, nor to fail in the refped in which I have never yet failed, to your 
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'V^-^Honourable Court, in the mode of my vindication, which will not admit of the common .delica
cies of exprefflon ; for I cannot adroit fads, however affirmed, which I  know to have no exig
ence, and by which my charader has beenblafied, nor will a Ample denial or refutation of them 
be fufficient againft fuch a charge, if I can at the fame time appeal to your own knowledge, proved 
by the evidence of your own arguments, and to what your Honouiable Court poffefles of can
dour for my firll juftification and acquittal.

The faffs affirmed, or exprefled in terms equal to affirmation, in your refoiutions, are as fol
lows’ :

i ft- That the Bengal government pledged itfelf that the free and uncontrouled pofleffion of 
ths Zemindary of Benares, and its dep mdencie?, fhould be confirmed and guaranteed to the Ra
jah and his heirs for ever.

2d. That it pledged itfelf that no other demand fhould be made upon him, nor any kind of 
authority or jurfidiftion exercifed within the dominions affigned him, fo long as he adhered to the 
terms of hi 5 engagements.

3d. I hat the Governor General required him to keep up a body of 2,000 horfe, contrary to the 
declaration made to him by the Governor General and Council, on the 5th July 1775, that there 
fhould be no obligation on him to do it.

4th. That Rajah Cheit Sing was bound by no other engagements to the Company than for the 
payment of his tribute of ficca rupees 22,66,180.

5th. That Rajah Cheit Sing was a native Prince of India.

6th. The judgment palled on my conduit asdeducible from thefe fails is that it was “  impro- 
“  per, unwarrantable, and highly impolitic, and may tend to weaken the confidence which the 
“  native Princes of India ought to have in the juftice and moderation of the Company’ s govern- 
“  ment. ’— Here I mult crave leave to fay, that the terms “  improper, unwarrantable, and highly 
“  impolitic,” are much too gentle, as deductions front fuch premiles; and as every reader of the 
latter will obvioufly feel, as he reads, the deductions which inevitably belong to them, I will add 
that the ftriCt performance of folemn engagements on one part, followed by aCts direCtly fubverr- 
five of them, and by total difpoffeffion, on the other, ftamps on the perpetrators of the latter the 
guilt of the greateli poffible violation of faith and juftice.

But this, and every other conclufion from the facts adduced in proof of them, will fall, if the 
faCts themleIves have no exillence.—I do therefore molt pofitively and folemnly deny their exift- 
ence.

I deny that the Bengal government pledged itfelf, that the free and uncontrouled poff ffion of 
the Zemindary of Benares, and its dependencies, fliould be confirmed and guaranteed to the Rajah 
and his heirs, for ever.

I deny that the Bengal government pledged itfelf that no other demand fhould be made upon 
him, nor any kind of authority or jurifdicf ion exercifed within the doiu-inions. affigned him, fo 
lqng as he adhered to the terms of his engagements.

I deny, that .1 ever required him to keep up a body of 2,000 horfe, contrary to the declaration: 
made to him by the Governor General and Council, on. the 5th July 17.75, that there fhould be no; 
obligation on him to do it.

M y demand (that is the demand of the Board) was not that he fhould maintain any fpecific num
ber of horfe, but that the number which he did maintain fhould be employed for the defence,of! 
the general fiate.

I deny that Rajah Cheit Sing, was hound by no other engagements to the Company, than for 
the payment of his tribute of ficca rupees 22,66,18c.

He was bound by the engagements of fealty, and abfolute obedience to every order of the go
vernment which he ferved. The various and repeated profeffions of his. letters are proofs and ac
knowledgments of this conflruCfion ofhis vaffalage; and his own cabuleeat, orthe inlirument by 
which he engaged to perform the duties of his Zemindary, e.xpreffes it in the acknowledgments of 
the Company’s fovereignty.

I den y
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I .deny that Rajah Cheit Sing was a native Prince of India.

Cheit Sing is the ion of a collector of the revefiue-of that province, which his arts, - and the 
misfortunes of his matter, enabled him to convert to a permanent and heriditary poflejKon.
This man, whom you have thus ranked amougft the Princes of India, will he afionifhcd, when 
he hears it, at an elevation fo ur-looked for, nor lefs at the independant rights which yom com
mands have affigned him; rights which are fo foreign to his conceptions, that 1 doubt whether 
lie will know in what language to ailer’t them, outlets the example which you have thought it 
confiftent with j u ft ice, however oppolite to policy, to fliew, of becoming his advocates againft 
your Own interefts, fhould inipire any of y-our own fervants to be his adviiers and inftradWs.

I forbear to detail the proofs of thefe denials : In legal propriety I might perhaps claim a dif- 
penfation from it, and require the charges to be proved, not myfelf difprove them; but I have 
already difproved them in my narrative of my proceedings at Benares, _ which has been long iincc 
in your hands, and is I hope m the hands of the public,—To that I think it futficient to refer, 
and to point out the ninth and following pages of the copy which was printed in Calcutta tor a 
Complete explanation, and I prefurne as complete a demonitration of the mutual relation of Rajah 
Cheit Sing, the vaffal and iubjedf of the company# and of the Company hi; Sovereign.

The fubjedf to which I now proceed, and on which I reft my. fulled acquittal, is too delicate 
to admit of my entering upon it without requeuing your indulgence and pardon for whatever may 
appear offenftve in it ; and declaring that) I fhould have fubmitted in ji fence to the fevereft ex- 
preffidns of certfure which you could, pafs upon me, had they been no more than expreffions, and 
applied to real fadfo; but where the cenfonts are not applied to real fa£fs, and aie fuch As fub- 
ftentially affb6t my moral chara&er, I fhould be myfelf an accomplice in the injury, if  I  filtered 
the flighteft imputation to remain, which it was m my power wholly to efface,

A  breach of faith neceflatily implies antecedent and exifting engagements, and can only he 
conftrued fuch by the exprefs terms of thole engagements. I have been guilty of this crime in 
my treatment of Rajah Cheit Sing, or of none; and I may be allowed to regret, that while you 
Rated fuch fa&s as implied it, you did not in terms declare it. There is an appearance of 
tendernefs in this deviation from plain conftrucf ion, of which, however meant, I have a right to 
complain ; becanfe it impofes on me the neceffity of framing the terms of the accufation againft 
myfelf, which you have only not made, but have Rated the leading arguments to it fo firongly, . 
that no one who reads thefe can avoid making it, or not .know to have been intended.

But permit me to afk -M a y  I not prefurne, that this deviation arofe from fometbing more 
than .a tendernefs for my charadfer or feelings? .that it was di&ated by a Confcioufnels that no 
fuch engagements exifted; for if any fuch did exiil, why were they not produced in fupport of 
the charges ?

Even the fafts which are affirmed in the resolutions are fuch as muff: depend on feme evidence ; 
for they cannot exiil independently. It” the Bengal Government “  pledged itfelf”  its pledge mutt 
be contained in the written iliftruments, which were oxptefsly formed and declared to define the 
reciprocal relation and obligation of the Rajah and the Company,

The refolutions of your Honourable Court, as they ftand unconnected in their original Rate, 
muff be accepted as the conclufions from certain and eftablifhed evidence; and this evidence, I 
muff prefume, you meant to produce in the long progrefs of detailed argument which precedes 
them in your general letter. This confifts of pierced extra&s from opinions delivered by me in 
the debates of council, which not only-preceded the fettlement. made with the Rajah Cheite Bing, 
when his Zemindary became the property of the company; hut, itrange as it will appear, which 
paffed 0» an occafian wholly foreign to it, arid at a time when the company had not obtained the 
ceffion of the Zcmindary. At the point of the fettlement your detail flops; had it proceeded, it 
muff have exhibited the conditions of the fettlement, which would have contradicted every fedt 
which you Rave affected, and every man of candour wilt believe, that this was tire only reafon 
why it did not proceed; for why are my fpeculative opinions on the claim made upon the Nabob 
AfFof ul Dowl.th to the Ceffion of the Zemindary of Benares, which I thought an infringement 
of a treaty already fubfifling with him, and upon the mode by which we fhould allow Rajah 
Cheit Sing to exercife the management of his Zemindary, when it had become the property ot 
the Company, quoted in evidence againft me when the actual deeds which conveyed to Cheit Sing 
hispofleffion of the Zemindary, and all the conditions on which he hekF it, were the only criteria 
by which my conduct towards hire could be tried ? 1  he debates from which my opinions are ex- 
traced are fo voluminous, and my fhare in them hears fo large a proportion, that it would take 
up much time and argument to prove what I could .prove, that in their collective and relative fenfe

they
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’ Y ^ eyare  perfectly confident, fo far as they can apply at all to my fubfequent conduit; but were 

~ it^itlierwife, they were not to be made the rules of my conduct; and God forbid that every ex- 
pedation dictated by the impulfe of prefent emergency, and unpremediatedly uttered in the heat of 
party contention, fhould impofe upon me the obligation of a fixed principle, and be applied to 
every variable occafion.

The wifclom of the legiflature has declared, that the whole coliedive body of the Governor 
General anti Council fhall be bound by the opinions of the majority; but the dodtrine implied in 
your quotation of my opinion is the reverie of that obligation, if my opinions were not conform
able to thofe of a majority of the Board, formed on fuch concurrent opinions, ought to be quoted 
as the rules of my conduit, not the opinions which only led to them.

Having folemnlv pronounced that Rajah Cheit Sing had performed his engagements with the 
Company, and that my conduit toward him was “  improper and nwarrantable,” you proceed 
to fay, that “  fuch further reiolutions as you may think proper to come to on this important 
<c fubjeit will be communicated to us by a future conveyence.” This I cannot otherwife under- 
ftand than as an indication of your intention to order the reiteration of Rajah Cheit Sing to the 
Zemin'dary of Benares : It will be expeited, after the judgment which you have paffed, as an ait of 
indifpenfible juftice; and whenever this promilTory declaration is made public, as it mull be, if 
not already known, what may have been expeited will he regarded as a certainty. I f  any thing 
•were wanting hut the exprels notification of your intention to confirm it, the recall of Mr. 
Markham, who was known to be the public agent of my own nomination at Benares, and the 
remppointment of Mr. Francis Fowke, by your order, contained in the fame latter, would place it 
bevond a doubt. This order has been obeyed; and whenever you fhall be pleated to order the 
rejtoration of Cheit Sing, I will venture to promife the lame ready and exait fubmilfion in the 
other members of your council.

G f the confequences of fuch a policy I forbear to fpeak. Molt happily, the wretch whole 
hopes may be excited by the appearances in his favour, is ill qualified to avail himletf of them, 
and the force which is flattened in the province of Benares is fufficient to fupprefs any fymptons of 
internal fedition; but it cannot fail to create diftruft and fufpenfe .in the minds both of the 
rulers and of the people, and fuch a Hate is always productive of diforder.

But it is not in this partial confideration that I dread the effedts of your commands; it is in 
•vour proclaimed indifpolition againlt the firft executive member of your firft government in India; 
it is as well1 known to the Indian world as to the Court of Englifh proprietors, that the firlt 
declaratory intlruments of the dilfolution of my influence, in the year 1774, wheie Mr. John 
Brillow and Mr. Frances Fowke. By your ancient and known conllitution, the Governor has 
ever held forth and underfiood to poffefs the oftenfible powers of government; all the corref- 
pondencewith foreign Princes is conducted in his name; and every perfon refideilt with them lor 
the management of yonr political concerns is underllood to be more efpecially his reprefentative, 
and of his choice : And fuch ought to be the rule; for how otherwife can they trull an agent 
nominated againlt the will of his principal ? or how, knowing him to adt under the variable in- 
flrudtions of a temporary influence, or the calual dictates of a majority, can they rely on the 
meafures which he may propofe, and which a hidden change of influence, always expedted in a 
deviation from conftitutional forms, may undo, and fubjedt them, in every inllance of their 
connection, to a continual fiunCtuation ot affairs t

When the date of this adminiltration was fuch as feemed to admit of the appointment of Mr.
Brillow to the Refidencv of Lucknow, without much diminution of ray own influence, I gladly 
feized the occafion to fhew my readinefs to fubmit your commands: I propofecl his nomination; 
he was nominated, and declared to be the agent of my own choice. Even this effedt of my caution 
is defeated by your ahfolute command for his re appointment, independent of me, and with the 
fuppofition that I fhould be adverfe to it. 1 am now wholly deprived of my official powers,-both 
in the province of Oude and in Zemindary of Benares.

Nor will the evil flop at thefe lines.— M y general influence, the effedts of which have .been 
happily manifeftrd for the fupport of your Intersil s, is now wholly loft, or. what may remain of 
it fuftained only by . the prefeription of long poffeffion, and fomething perhaps of perfonal attach
ment, impreffed by the habits of frequent intercourfe.

I almoft fhudder at the refledtion of what might have happened at thefe denunciations againlt 
your own minifter, in favour of a man univerfally conlidered, in this part of the world, asjuflly 
attained for his crimes, the murderer of your f'ervants and loldiers, and the rebel to your au
thority, arrived two months ealier. You will learn with your common difpatches what difficulties

Mahdajee
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Mahdajee Sciftdia has had to furmount in reconciling the different members of the Mahritta State 
to the ratification, and, even when ratified, to'the .interchange of the duty included by him in 
May L ft with this government. I dare to appeal even to your judgment tor the reply; and to 
jdk, whether the minifters of the Peftvwa, poffeffing the knowledge of inch a circumllanc •, would 
not have availed themfelves of it to withold their content to the treaty, either claiming to include'
Cheit Sing as a party in it, or either overtly or fecretly fupporting his pretentions, with the view 
of. multiplying our difficulties ; or, which is tuoft probable, waiting for the event of that change 
in the fuperior government of Bengal, with fuch fymptoms portended, before they precipitated 
their intereft in a connection with a declining influence, which they might _ obyioufly conclude 
would render this, with all its other a£ts, obnoxious to that which iucceeded if ?

Their Counterpart of the treaty is ratified, and it. oura&ual pofle.lion; and fuels is the ch.rradt.er 
of tire man whom we have made our principal guarrantee of it, that it will infure us agamft any 
change of fentitnent which might arife, from any caufe, m the breads of hi* countrymen. I am 
liappy in having been the foie mtlruroent of the accompli!hment of !b great an event. It origin
ated in a tcene of univerfal revolt, encompaffing my own perton; it began with the immediate 
reparation of the firft power of the Mahratta Hate from the general war, and was to-lowed by the 
intrant and general collation of hoftilitief, in eflodt by a permanent peace; for I have a right now 
to affirm this, having poikively allured you that it would prove fuch, while the format con
firmation t# it remained to long in a date of fufpenfe. In every progreffivo ftate -ofit, it has met 
with, obftrudtions which might have difeouraged even the moft determined perfeverence; in the 
known indifpofition of the PrehJenay of Bombay ; in the calamities of fine c.n nanc , in the alarm
ing interference of the Prdident and fele& committee of Fort St,'George, by the exaggerated 
portrait of their affairs in a letter addraffed to our in ini Her, and lent in circulation through the 
Jnidft of Decan and Indoftan, entreating him at all wonts, and with whatever facrifices, to pre
cipitate the cone!ulion of the treaty, and lave them from deftrudtion; but above a.!1, in the ve
hement exclamations for peace from men o f every delcription in Great Britain, to. alt thefe 
counteractions I have oppofed the principle of firm nets and deifence; and, aided by the peculiar 
talents, warinefs, and incomparable perfeverence ol Mr. David .Anderfon, I have at length 
brought my wilbes and yours to their deftined poini Prrhaps, with a let's tbic mini Iter, I might 
yet have tailed; but even the merits of his fervices. I claim.as my own; for it was my choice 
which called his mind into a&ion, and my confidence that gave it its belt execution. Pardon, 
Honourable Sirs, this degreffive exultation ; I cannot fupprei’s the pride which I feel in this iu«- 
cefsful achievement ofa meafure id fortunate for your intereft s and the national honour; for that pride 
is the fource pf my zeal fo frequently exerted in your fupport, and never more happily than in thole 
inftances in which l have departed from the preferibed and beaten path of a.dtion, and aflumed a 
refponfibiiitv which has too frequently dra wn on me the molt pointed elfe<fts of your difplealure..

' ") But however I may yield to my private feelings in thus enlarging on the fubject, my motive in
introducing it was immediately connected with its context, and was to contraft the actual Slate 
of your political affairs, derived from a happier influence, with that which might have attended 
an earlier diflblution of it.

It is now a complete period of eleven years iince I firft received the firft nominal charge of your 
affairs; in the courfe of it 1 have invariably had to contend, not with ordinary difficulties, but 
fuch'as mod unnaturally aiofc from the opposition of thofe v-ry powers from which 1 primarily 
derived my authority, and which were required for the fupport of it. My exc it ions, though 
applied to' nn unvaried and confident line of q£lion, have been occaAonal and diffultory; yet I 
pDale myfelf with the hope, that in the annals of your dominion, which Arall be written after 
the extinction of recent prejudices* this term of its adminiftration will appear not the leaft con
ducive to the interells of the’Company, nor the leaft retted! ive of the honour of the Britifh name; 
and allow me to foggeft the inllruftive rdk&ion of what good might have been done, and what 
evil prevented, had" due lispport been given to that adminiftration which has performed fuch 
eminent and iubftantia! lervices without it, ,

You, Honourable Sirs, can atteft , he patience and, temper with which 1 liave.fubmitted to all 
tire indignities which have been heaped upon use in this long fervice. ft was the duty of fidelity,, 
which I tffentially owed to it ; it was the return of gratitude, which I owed, even with tha 
facrifice of life, had that been exacted, to the Company, my original matters, and moll indulgent 
patrons. To thefe principles have I devoted every private fending, and perfevered in the violent 
maintenance of my office, became 1 was conlcious that 1 poffeifed, in my integrity, and in the 
advantages of local knowledge, thofe means of difeharging the fundtions of it with credit tc> 
mvfeif/and with advantages to my employers, which might be wanting in more fglendid talents; 
and bec.iufe 1 had always a ground of hope, that my long fufferabce would difarm the prejudice*:, 
of my adverfaries, or the rotation cf time produce that concurrence in the drifts of your fortune 
with mv own, which might place me in the fituatien to which I afpired. in the mean tune,
Y ol. IV. 4 N there
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there was nothing in any a&ual ftatc of your affairs, which could difcourage me from the profe- 
cution of this plan. There was indeed an interval, and that of fotne duration, in which xny 
authority was wholly deftroyed; hut another was fubfl.ituted in its place, and that, fthough 
irregular, was armed with the public belief of an influence irtvifibly upholding it, which gave it 
a vigour fcarce lefs effedlual than that of a conftitutional power. Eefides, your government 
had no external dangers to agitate and difcover the loofenefsof its compofltion.

The cafe is now moft widely different.—While yourexiflen.ee was threatened by wars with the 
moll formidable powers of Europe, added to your Indian enemies, and while you confeffedly 
owed its prefervation to the feafonable and vigorous exertions of this government, you chofe that 
lesion to annihilate its conftitutional powers. You annihilated the influence of its executive 
member;— you proclaimed its annihilation; you virtually called on his affociates to withdraw 
their fupport'from him, and they have withdrawn it; hut you have fubftituted no other ih- 
ftrument of rule in his ftead̂  unlefs you may fuppofe that it may exift, and can be effectually 
exercifed, in the body of your council at large, poflefiing no power of motion, but an inett fub- 
miffion to the letter of your commands; which, however neceffary in the wife intention of the 
ilegiflature, have never yet been applied to the eftablifhment of any original plan or fyftern af 
.meafures; and l’eldoin felt, but in inftances ofperfonal favour, or perlonal difpleafure.

Under fuch a fituation, I feel myfelf impelled, by the fame fpirit which has hitherto animated 
me, to retain my poll ngainft all the attempts made to extrude me from it, to adopt the contrary 
line.—The feafon for contention is paft.—The prefent ftate of affairs is not able to bear it.— I am 
■ morally certain that my fuccefl’or in this government, whoever he may be, will be allowed to 
■ poflefs and exercife the neceffary powers of his ftation, with the confidence and fupport of thofe 
who by their choice of him will be interefted in his fuccefs. J  am become a burthen to the 
fervice, and would inftantly relieve it from the incumbrance, were I not apprehenfrve of creating 
worfe confequences by my abrupt removal from it. Such an a£t would probably be confidered 
by Mahdajee Scindia as a defertion of him in the inflant of his accomplifhment of the treaty, 
and defeat the purpofes of it, which remain yet to be effefted by his agency, I am alfo perfuaded, 
that it would be attended with the lofs of the Commander in Chief, in whole prefence alone I look 
for the reftoration of peace to the Carnatic, which he perhaps would think, too hazardous in under
taking, with no other fupport than that of a broken government.—I have now no wifli remain
ing, but to fee the dole of this calamitous feene, and for that I hope a few months will be fuf- 
ficient.—My fervices may afterwards be lately withdrawn; but will ftill be due, in my con
ception of what I owe to my firft con flit cents, until they can be regularly fupplied by thofe of 
my appointed fucceffor, or until his fueceffion fhall have been made known, and the interval but 
fhort for his arrival.

It therefore remains 'to perform the duty which I had afligned to myfelf as the final purpofe pf 
this letter, to declare, as I now moll folemnly do, that it is my defire that you will he pleafed 
to obtain the early nomination of a perfon to fuceeed me in the government of Fort William ;— 
to declare, that it is my intention to refign your fervice, as fcon as I can do it without prejudice 
to your affairs, after the allowance of a competent time for your choice of a perfon to fucceed 
me;—and to declare, that ifin the intermediate time you fhall'proceed to order the reftoration of 
Chert Sing to the Zemindary, from which, by the powers which I legally poflefled, hind conceive 
myfelf legally bound to. aflert, ngainft any fubfequent authority to the contrary, derived from the 
lame common fource, he was depoled for crimes of the greateft enormity, and your council fhall 
relulve to execute the order, I will inftantly give up my ftation and the fervice.

To thefe declarations, fuffer me to add this refervation,. that if in the mean time the acts of 
which I complain fhall, on a mature reviiion of them, be revoked, and I fhall find myfelf poflefled 
of fuch adegreeofyourconfider.ee as fhall enable me to fupport the duties of my ftation, Twill 
contimiein it until the peace of all your pofleflions fhall be reftored, or it fhall be your pleafure 
to allow me to refign it.

I have the Honour to be,

Honourable Sirs,

Your moft obedient,

and faithful Servant,

W A R R E N  H A S T I N G S

. C.3 P. S*
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P. s. Upon a careful tevifal of what I have written, I fear that an expreffion which I have 

a fed, refpe&ing the probable conduit of the Board, in the event of order* being received for the 
reftoration of Cheit Sing, may be conftrued as intimating a fenfe of diffausfa-dtion applied to 
tranfaitions already paft.— It is not my intention, to Complain of any one, but to vindicate niy own 
character, and to Hate the difficulties of my fittjation.—Neither do I mean, by excepting one per- 
foil, to call a cenfure on any others: yet, I feel, in my efteem for Mr. W.heJer, and in rtiy folici- 
tude to avoid even the imputation of reflecting unjuilly on- his conduit, a duty impelling rae to 
declare, that, in my experience of it, fince the time that we were firil in the .habits of mutual 
confidence, it has been fair and honourable to otylelf, and zealous to the public ; equally free from 
profeffion and fubterfuge; and his fupport given to me, in every inftance, equal to whatever 
claim I might have to it.

v/. H.

O B S E R V A T IO N S  on -a Letter to the Court c f  Dtre&ors of the Eaft India Company 
■from Warren Haftings, Efquire, Governor General of Bengal, dated at port William, 
the 20th March, 1783, interfperfed with fucli authentic Documents, as tend to /hew the 
Grounds upon which the DiretSters eftabiifhed their Refolutions fe-fpeSHng Mr. Mailings’ 
Conduit: toward:; Cheyt Sing, the Rajah of Benares.—Printed by Order of the Court of 
Direitora, November 19, 1783.

At a Court of Directors, held on Thurfday, the 18th Ju ly 1782.

jR. E S O L V E D , ill. That it-appears to this Court, that oil the death of Sujah Dowlah ire 
177 s;, a treaty was made by his fucceflpr, by which the Zemindary of Ben res, with its depen
dencies, was ceded in perpetuity to the Eaft India Company.

Refolved, 2d. That it appears to this Court, that Rajah Cheyt Sing was confirmed by the 
Governor General and Council of Bengal in the management of the laid Zemindary (lubjeil 
to the fovereignty of the Company) on his paying a certain tribute# which was fettled at Sicca 
-rupees 22,66,180; and that the Bengal government pledged itfelf, that the free and uncon- 
Trouled pofleflion of the Zemindary of Benares, and its dependencies, Ihould be Confirmed and 
guaranteed to the Rajah and Ms heirs for ever, fulijed to fuch tribute; and that no other 
demand Mould be made upon him, nor any kind of authority or jurifdiilion exerciled within the 
dominions affigned him, fo long as he adhered to the terms of his engagements.

Refolved unanimoufiy, 3d. That it appears to this Court, That the Governor .General and 
Council did, on the 5th July 1775, recommend to Rajah Cheyt Sing to keep up a body of 
igocohorfe, but at the fame time declared there Mould be no obligation on him to do it.

Refolved unanimoufiy, 4th. That it appears to this Court, that Rajah Cheyt Sing per
formed his engagements with the Company, in the regular payment of his tribute of Sicca 
rupees, 22,66,180.

Refolved, 3th. That it appears to this Court, that the conduct:.of the Governor General 
towards the Rajah, whilft he was at Benares, was improper; and that the imprifonment of hi, 
perfon, thereby difgracing him in the eyes of his fubjedls and others, was unwarrantable and 
highly impolitic, and may tend to weaken the confidence which the native princes of India 
ought to have in the juflice and moderation of the Company’s government.

OBSERVATIONS,

„  i T
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O B S E R V A T I O N S ,  &c.

The Court ofDiredtors having thought proper, after the moll: mature deliberation, to come 
to fundry refolutions refpedling the conduct of the Governor General of Bengal towards 
Cheyte Sing, the Rajah of Benares, the fame were tranfmitted to the Governor General 
arid Council, with feveral prefatory paragraphs. Thefe refolutions have produced a very 
extraordinary reply on the part of the Governor General, denying, in the moll pofitive 
terms, the exiilence of the fads on which they were founded.

As the Governor General has forborne “  to detail the proofs of thefe denials,”  notwithfland- 
lng his opinion, “  that a fimple denial of them would not be fufficient,” his letter would 
probably have remained unnoticed, had not the zeal of his friends, by printing and circulating 
it, forced it upon the public attention. A letter calculated to bring contempt, as well as an 
odium on the Court of DireiStors, for their condud on this occafion.

This Hep, taken by M r. Haflings’s friends, makes it necefiliry, in vindication of the condud 
of the Court of Directors, to bring forward fuch oblervations as naturally occur on the various 
aliertions contained in the Governor General’s letter; and in order to remove any unfavouiable 
impreffions which it may have made on the minds of the public.

The printed letter above mentioned, is preceded by extrads from the Company’s general letter 
to Bengal, dated the 28th of Augull 178 2 ; at the conclufion of which extrads is added the 
following note or memorandum.

“  The letter from which the foregoing extrads were taken, was figned by the two Chairs 
“  and eleven Diredors.”

It may therefore be proper, before we enter on a juliification of the refolutions, to which part 
of the foregoing extrads allude, to Hate,

That for the 1 ft refolution they were 22 Diredors againll one.

For the 2d refolution there were 15 againll 8. - . . .

The 3d refolution palled unanimoufly.

The 4th refolution, “  that Cheyt Sing performed his engagements, &c.” palled likewife 
unanimoujly.

For the 5th refolution, after the terms of it, refpeding the condud of Mr. Flallings, had been 
much fattened, there were 16 Diredors againll 7.

The Governor General, in his letter refpeding the faid refolutions, has exprefied himfelf in the 
following words:

“  I deny that the Bengal government pledged itfelf, that the free and uncontrouled poffeffion 
“  of the Zemiridary of Benares, and its dependencies, fiiould be confirmed and guaranteed to

the Rajah and Ins heirs for ever.

“  1 dr ny that the Bengal government pledged itfelf, that no other demand fiiould be made 
“  upon him, nor any kind of authority or jurildidion exercifed within the dominions affigned 
“  him, fo long as he adhered to the terms of his engagements.”

Rajah Bulwant Sing, the father and immediate predeceffor of Rajah Cheyt Sing had rendered 
great affijiar.ee to the Company, in ike war between them and the late Vizier, Sujah Dowlah, biabob 
of Ou'de. Upon the conclufion of that war, General Carnac was, on the nth June 1765,^ e.m~ 
powered by the Prefident and Council of Bengal to fettle certain preliminary .articles with tvujuh 
Dowlah, ons of which was, to fecurc Bulwant 'ing in the pojfejfon oj hit country. And by the ijth 
article of the definitive treaty concluded by Lord Clive at ilhhabad, on the 16th Augull follow
ing, “  His Highnels Sujah Dowlah engages, in the moll folemn manner, to continue Bulwant 
“  t ing in the Zemindaries of Benares, Gauzipore, and all thofe diflridts he poffefied at the time 
“  he came over to the late Nabob Jaffier Aly Khan and the Englilh, on condition off his paying the 
tf fame revenue as heretofore.”

On

«  V, ■*
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of tWo lacks and a half in his annual tribute.

The inftruirrent which was delivered to Che,t Sing; lry t h e '  J k ^ i S i n t  ,^ e e - 
a me,h  hr which are the tollowmg word. “ « “ P '^ £Z T lt th e "colieIUd =d, “  in .his, God,

“  S i w f t ^ G T d , are L m  .ha. be.ween ns, and
tc t]iere wilJ. never be a variation herein.

The negociation for ejfabliflring Cheyt Sing ^ h^ ^ / nn̂ ^ ^ ^ nf a letter from him of 
by Captain (now Colonel) Gabriel Harpe . of Beneak giving an account thereof, points
the 8th October i JJQ, to the P re fer. and ^ « ^ offô ed’ f  thSo(e who afterwards took the
out the true line ol policy which g ‘ Rainh and others, to acquaint you how l
lead in that country: “  I will leave to the young Rajah and otnej , ^  n(jt tQ
‘ ‘ haye conduaed myfelf; only thus much let me j  wiJ  conclude has had a

:: “ 'E r i n ? ; ” ' p-tzfffĥ  <*» * * *
«  however formidable, could do,.

The fetdeme-nt of the Zetnindarv i„ J | - , ^  
quence to the Company ,s a..airs, that tw  ie it ratu^ tions jn the following words.—*—
Directors' of 31ft cf Caober, 1770, 0 ^  nSfo ye h.ippy a f0nclufion of an event we
“  Permit us, honourable Sirs, to congia . y jgtter to t]ie Court of 24th of December
“  deem highly important to your mteieft. A J  h government, <0 the enure

* * ,J ,u r ’  “  —  “V lots father, the difference in the revenues excepted.

The Rajah, by a letterto the

f S W a t ' K h ' , S  i ”  > n « K S  feral)eft particle .hereof and if even ever, harr of my 
u S  was a tongue, it would be impoffible to exprels my fenfe ot it.

This event happened mere than * ? £
Piefulent and Governor of Bengal, yet , r /f the A n  kgal title that his family
“  Chejt Sing obtained from our mluence < *  by and of which he became
“  ever pOffefl’fcd of property of which he >11 the , « J  Sujah Dowlah, at my
« the acknowledged Zemindar, by a funnud granted to mm oy 
<s injlance, in the month of September, 1 773*

e x S S T S  W ^ v ^ S o S ' n t :  C w t r  f r S *
opinion be formed of tl« condua of the Direaors.

In the beginning of the yea, '
Prefident, Mr. Haitmgs, flioukl proceed °  ten ses,tin o rd j^ .^  ^  ^  ^  ^  theyfay.
the Vi'/.ier. And in their inftiucuon P c  sing, the ftipulation which was formerly

;; m *  » * • * ‘‘
«  rs the Company in the year 1764.”

M r HafVmgs having executed his conuniffion, he, on the 4 *  of Oaober, refumed his feat 
at the Board, and delivered in a report of his negotiations.

Thefe negotiation., fo fa, a. the, relate to Rajalr Cheyt Sing, are reported in .he following 

words:

«  No. 3, is a PerHan eppy of a coulnama, or ‘ W ™ n t ,  which1 1̂ ob̂ ^ â J  
firm ing* Rajah Cheyt Sing and h,s p ferity, the & n. * ‘ of the Vizier’s pottah

: :  r ^ o W w i t t  * *  w » 7* ,  ^  * - « to in the couInania*

V o p .1V . * “ T o ’ " '  , \
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r ^ '& *  - 'N o . 6, an Eng!iill in fla tio n  of the Pottah__ M  7 the tr- ac ,

Rajjh Chcyt Si,,E- -  - / “ ' " ‘ • - r ™

“  ™  article in the treaty, and h ™ - T f f i 2 l j i 5 S T  ’ m her tha"  fT  
•‘ given the Rajah a coulnnma of this tenor (bon after E- ' V " o 1 ? p 't  ‘ emaL'c that he bad
;; |he follc:tat,on f  Captain Iiarpur, by the or dm  of the S e k c t c im m iw ^ l  ( f mgZ j t ' ' ,Rh 
“  fore have no rcafonabk plea to refufe th~ confirm.itU„ « f  ;» there* .
“  his form er act of fo little validity, that he o r e S  2  n v ^evertheleis he teemed lo think 
“  that he (houlcl difpoffefs the Rajah of the ftrts of L u teef - VU.y terms» ôr roy content
“ hcks » f  rupees over and above the 'jtipulaud r e / ;  ;md'hVte“med 7 r/t?P \ r f  tf e/ r m  him 10
-  h i  Me aigued, that the treaty o f Ulahabadrelated t o s L  ^ * 1 f  ^  rcfil”
“  lne:‘n* to extend to his pojhntt. I contefs the letter of th» f e i / ‘ a" ‘ Was neVer
“  cannot conceive that either the Raiah or I or) Pi;,,., n ' C3cP'eJ}es no more, yet f 
“  have intended it in that finL}. It has Certainly'been 1 'e , tref T  wa« made, could
-  and by this a d m m f t r a t i / ,  fnd rlie Vi“ ‘ nmfelf h t  ? *  m d * & ood> h°th  h  ^  Company

, * * * £ »  4 1
that the Rajahs inheritance, anti perhaps his‘ life, are no longer °
Companys .protcllian, which h bis due by  t h e  t ie s  of xvtTicr aiS,  l  ^  enjoys the 

|  %  TOBWC !  ■■■‘THJ and Which policy enjoins us to aflb/d him ' / /  / /  J T * ! ? * 1™ *

«  " T  T " ’ With0Ut fubieaing us to a,,y expences,Lpen,, upon him a,, n jure, ally, whenever we may (land m need of his fervices.” ' y dt"

m the trajrQution of the couhiama given by Suiah Dowlah to Ro,V, o- , - ,

t  befZ V hL' Cr ncj! ‘y  Mr* UnlU^ S> cre fhe following p a flb g e s ;^ -S  5S ^ t '  h- 3&ts?5sj
“  * « %  ?“ > “  and your Hein, m tit JU tm m  4.’  d n fJu d f jm f  '* “ W ■ *

1 he I otuh fixes iLie tribute at rupees 22,48.4.4.0 • and rniw-lnr1->c '*-% *
«  fa v o u r  o f  God ^ c j h a l l n ^ r  l e  *■ ^ “  8 "  *  *

H a n i L V S u ,  VSi n ^ T I T ' l r " 1 , r 1 ’ * ? * , is * o f ,  latter
fecouloa,”  u S  w S :  y ,bm &  ** ‘  M m  U h n ^  of the co„di,io„s p,coifed i„

“  r 'rom the Governor to Rajah Cheyt Sing.

:: in n is s z  i f  %  f• thereto, and according to the treaty concluded at A IM ,-'’ , V  r fV h  that’ con^rmab}y

Haflings, on behalf of the C o m n W \ Z - Z J w ? ft,Pulated rents.-But when Mr.
the Zeinindary to Cheyt Sing aiuZ his heir* for L p • !  S^arwtee of a treaty, which confirmed
more was the Company's protection due to the R i 1 l’ u ^  t a .cer^ 1,n tenure, how much 
public faith /» F  y 1 1 0 1 1  Jue t0 thc RaJ ah> “  h  ^  ties fjuJU ce and the obligations of

* Amount of the tribute.
<V

A r jS Even
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rdgmy of len aresf ?he R d S n ^ r i l ^ C o u r t  P̂ !in^ the transfer of the W .

tlle foJlowiHg extraa ™  ^  t Cc U r ^

«  1 3  between the late Vizier and Rajah Cheyt Sing,
“  his kills when they became du» his Kv-rfdl*1117 ^  guarantees. So long as the Rajah paid.
“  r «  or funn in advanced ’ Lxcel!ency h‘* part could not demand an incrcafe of

M ^ H  “flin t" E ”  ”c.wo° nT ! ” V  P . V ”  V '  Ar?|A » ' » " » 1*  the young Vizier, 
o f the former, notwithstanding- if the'mn ° Y  a 1 l°  ^ll(dd tIie p1tter *fr0;ri the unjuft demands 
promifed „  pay it the Vizier had
wrote a-letter to Mr. Halting ^wbich he rlrdw I °* ! ?  ^ f \ P a that occa(lon the Rajah 
knowledgments in the following- words- <« I h CA } ° n t-'e r-)th May 1775, expreffing his ac- 
forming me, that, « LreeXT^to m v ?  h° n° Ured with ^  ^iendly. letter, m- 
“  /* defft from bis demand of l  T a c h V fru l: ' t0 the Nabob AfoPh »ow!ah,
«  grant vou a W  continence o f P e  l  Z  ?  condudes> “  may the Almighty
“  kindnefs to me on every occafion who hav/no"2 W° rld Can afFord’ for y°'J ry occauon, who have no other dependance but on your favour !”

leaving thus fhewn the connection between Rai-ib fm q- , , „  
to the fovereignty of Benares beinp- tnnsf»rr<»l P  1 Y  ,Y °£  and f le Company previous 
which he held l/ s Zemlndary S f r S j i S S  X  ? “ * * * •  » * . « "  '>y
Governor General and Council which led to thl ProPer to examine the proceedings of the 
which that W e ig n ty  was ^  ^

of the Ze mindaryVroirTthe^tenns*u Mmwdifob fh ?R  •,1?g0ciat?0n. f° r. obtainining the fovereignty 
<0 far from the latter fubjeeft b“ n " P°s Mr H a ftin v T  T  t0 b.oldJ * undV  the Company ; for 
“  foreign to the former,” it will be fe e n t S v  ,“ gSf l V ^ T f  *" ^  printcd Ietter’ “  ^ l l v  
“  indeed ought not, to be Separated. A blended together, that they cannot, nor

•agreecf by& t ^ ^ B e ^ g a l etlie T ^ F e b ' - " " ' V i f Februar[  W i  and it having been 
executed with Afoph ul Dowlah his ion and fur - !,° Wln? ’ that a new treaty Ihould be
“  each member of the Board ihould delivers &,enCraI ProPofed, “ That
“  acceded to for the new treaty- obfervinsr that nor h ?nts conditions to be required or
“  the latitude which Iras been gwen tVit bv Ae P r J r Z ^  ;u* c!endy conftdered the fubjeft in 
“  he may have to offer himfelf.”  ̂ S lng refoluttons, he willies to prepare what

“  tiL 7 o ' l ? l f l y ? ? lerolV&d’ t0 adi° Um Unt°  the evening, that every member may prepare his

Court of Directors i “  G o d S f o  Z s  hfo rhnr afterwardsJ ™  that opinion quoted by the 
iC prefem emergency, and Unpremeditatedlv uttrr)rJ ‘ \  e*Pre^ Qn> dilated by the impulfe of
“  ™  «*• *4-* o r .  S ’f s x f f f ^  ̂

theiropinions in this bufinefs Ihould 
imperfedf ftage of it, they delU j  L  a i t e S S f  l  ^  that ^  in this
nor was it poffibie for the Court to c o S S  them t  rK t0 thofe ver7 opinions;

r r l n c f  mdiVidUai mCmber’ ^ Ch W-  ^ a f t e X b e  fo t d i ^  %

§ The Refolutions here fpoken of related only to the Vizier

g \
^  ' Mr.



M r, Francis’s Opinion.

T1li, v  'ntit"lu v  of Benares is to be made dependant as a on the united kingdoms of Ben-
,  lately paid by the Rajah to the W ,  to no pad to tin, Go,

** vemment,

T »„ r r, fmit o ,iah  of Benares to be confirmed in the Zemindary, which may be perpetuated

«  mmt to be left free and unmnrould.

M r. Barwelf’s Opinion.

« The htieptniency of Gaufcepoor on Onde is a great political objccT, and ought to
# on ; and whatever may be refolved refpeaing the revenue pa.d by the m t.ut co t try,
«  the PntliP) Government ought not toftand in the Jams, relation to it as he late. Jtz  » . T,
*  country of Benares and Gauzepoor is a natural barner to thefi p r o v e s ;  and «̂
«  i, m . the. ftrongeft ties of inter eft to lupport our Government, »  taje of f J J W i ,  ^  /.
<. ,4”  d L l  ,/OWc. T oroafa 'fti.h i. hroreS, fc m«y! » .( i .  « i W  »  *
.. fo, f r l  , l i  W t a , he becomes ft, tribumy, from f t ,  moment « .  m a, espefll t o t o  f n 
<* againft us ; and by taking advantage ot the troubles and commotion* th*t may auis  \ 
m to dilburthen himfelf of his pecuniary obligations.”

Colonel Monfan’s Opinion.

«  We -fliouldrequire that Chey t Sing’s Zemindary be annexed to the Subahihip of Bengal, or 
« Bajrn, or to both.”

Genera? Clavering’s Opinion.

« That the ^emiodary of Benares and Ga.uzepopr thall be held by Cheyt Sirtg, of the Com- 
ei oany, inftead of the Subah of Oudc.

«  T h e Nabob to relinquiih to the Company t h e of Benares and Gauzepoor, to be 
held, as at prelent, by Cheyt Sing, on bis paying bts tribute to the Company.

in order to attach this Rajah to the Company, his tribute ought to be dmmjbed,, ot Loft 
il three lacks of r upees

Governor General’ s Opinion.

«  h f le ith e r  by the Nabob of Onde, or this Government, «*r any kind of author tty «  jnujdut.nt 
«  exercifed by either, within the doawupns affigned him.

« ment of the equal relation in which the Rajah and his fucceffors are hereafter to 
ft: Governments.'’

The
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The Governor General’s obfervations upon his own proportions, are as follow :

Obfervation on the fir ft. Proportion.

« The Rajah of Eenares, from the fituation of his country, w h ic h  is a f r o n t le t  both to the p r o - 
“  v in ces o f  O u de a n d  B a h a r ,  may be made a ferviceable ally to the Company, whenever til ir at-.

fairs fhall require it. He has always been confidered in this light, both by the Company, and
“  the fucceffive members of the late Council; but to i 11 Cure his attachment to the Company, his
“  in tc re ji mull be connected witli it, which cannot be better effected, than by freeing him totalljt
“  from the remains of hisprefent vaffalage, under the g u a ra n tee  and protection  of the Company,; 
« and at the fame time g u a r d in g  h im  a g a in ft  any apprchtn/ions f r o m  th is G o v e rn m e n t, BY THUS- 
“  p led g in g  it s  FAITH, that no encroachm ents f n a l l  e v e r  be m ade on h is  r ig h t  by the C o m p a n y .”

Obfervation upon the fecond Propofition.

“  I propofe this article with fome reluctance, as contrary to-my idea of the right of theNahofc 
“  of Oude, in virtue of his agreement originally formed between his father and the: Company;
“  but it is conformable to the principle adopted by the Board in the refolutions * paffed this 
“  morning, and may perhaps he obtained without much oppofition from the Nabob ; at the fame 
“  time that it contributes to fix the independency of the Zemindary of'Benares on the mojl permanent 
“  foundation

Thefe various written opinions were ordered to lie for the confideratioa of the Board.

Before it is Bated what wer^ the final refolutions of the Board upon this important fubjeft, it 
is neceflary to remark,- that the eftablifhtrig the independency' thfe Rajah of Benares (whether he 
was to hold his country under the iovereignty of the Vizier, dr thbJ Company, or both) was a 
point in which there was no dlfferenceof opinion. It was a great political arrangement. A  mere 
glance at the map will at once {hew thewifdom of fuch a policy, arid how much it was for the 
good of the Company to bind the Rajah to their interefts, on conditions that were not to be a ltered  

u r v a r ie d .

That all thefe opinions might he duly weighed by every member, the Board did not relume th» 
Confideration of them till the 3d of March. In the intermediate fpace, the Governor General and 
Council wrote to the Court of Dire&ors, on the 24th of February, that as the fubjedl theft un
der confideration was “  of great magnitude and importance, they had ehofen to enter upon it in 
“  council, w it h  all the d e lib era tio n  w h ic h  it req u ire s .” “  I he ideas of the different members,”
cc (lay they) will appear in fome of their confultations ; they are not given in as con- 
“  clufive opinions, but as fentiments fubjeft to be canvaffed, modified, and correded, and 
“  tending only to throw , lig h t  upon the fu b je t 't ,  before the final determination of the Board ; when 
“  rhar determination takes place, you fhall be duly advifed.” Yet thefe opinions, fo deliberately 
given, and to which the attention of the Court of Dire&ors is thus particularly drawn, even be
fore they became final refolutions; are interpreted by Mr. Railings, in his letter, as expreffioits 
cc u n prem editatedly u ttered  in  the heat o f  p a rty  contention.” And their (ubfeqtient letterto the Court 
of the 24th March, fay, “  The fubjetfl was agitated in council with every degree of attention  and 
“  c ir c u m fla n t ia l d ife u ffo n  which its confequence -demanded.”

On the 3d of March, 1775, as has beep before obferved, the Board refumed the confideration 
o f the feparate minutes delivered in by each member on the 13th February. And among other 
leading points, relativeto the propbied treaty with the young Vizier, the Governor General pro- 
pofed the following queilion :

“  Whether it fhall be made a condition of the new treaty, that Rajah Cheyt Sing fhall exercife. 
<e a f r e e  a n d  independent aulbot ity in  h is  dom inions, fubjedt only to the payment of his tr ib u t e ."

“  M r. F r a n c is .  Yes,

* Which relate only to the Vizier,

V ol. IV. 4 P “ M r*
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-ftfr. A /m ^ . Yes.

“  Col. Monjon. N o,. I think not, as I fee no advantage in it for the Company’s inferdl.

“  Gen. Clover lug. Provided he pays his tribute to the Company, I think he fhould be rep- 
u dered independent,

■ , <c Governor General. Yes.”

Here is a folenm refolution of the Board, with only one diffentienf voice, that Rajah Ciiiyt 
Sing flxould exercife a free and independent authority in his own dominions, fubj eBtonfyto the peiy~ 
mint of his tribute. And on the 24th of the fame month, the Board acquainted the Court ot 

JTireftors with their having refolved, “  That the Rajah o f Gauzepoor fhould be rendered totally 
st independent, and be left to exercife a tree authority in his own dominions, fubjeft only to the 
“  payment of his tribute.”

' » ■ *
The general terms upon which Cheyt Sing was to hold his Zetnindary, whether under the fi>- 

vereignty of the Vizier, or the Company , or both, being t.hus fettled, the next quell ion propofed 
•by the Governor General was as follows :

(e- Whether it fhall be made an article in the treaty, that, in conftdera'tion of the engagement.; 
u to be entered into by this Government, to guarantee the pofleffions of the Nabob of Oude* as be- 
t( fore refolved, he fhall code and make over, to the Company the whole, or any part of the ti i 
“  bute due from the Zetnindary of Gauzepoor ?”

And the feveral members of the Board having given their opinions thereon, it was refolved,
“  That a demand he made (of the Vizier) for the tribute of Gauzepoor, but that it be not con ■
*• fidered an absolute and indifpenfable article in the negociation with the Nabob.”

On confultatkm the 8th M arches entered another minute of Mr. Francis upon this bufmefs, 
jin which is the following claufe:

“  In agreeing to the propofed independency of the Rajah of Benares, my meaning was to adhere 
llridtly to the 3d paragraph of my minute of the 13th of February. The Zemindary may be 

“  perpetuated in Ids family, on fixed and unalterable conditions. The conditions 1 propofed tend 
“  to Fs ure us a great acceflion of revenue, without any acceffion of territory. It is highly for 
“  ids own advantage to be confidered as a vafial of the fovereign of thefe kingdoms, holding a 
“  great hereditary fief by a fixed tenure, 'and acknowledging the fovereign of Bengal and Bahar to 
“  be hr. Lord paramount.”

At length the new treaty with the Vizier was finally fettled ; by the 5th article of which the
fovereignty of Benares, and its dependencies, was ceded in perpetuity to the Company.

The fovereignty of Benares being thus transferred to the Company, the Governor General, on 
the mth June 1775, laid before the Board the following minute and observations for their confide
nt ion, with this preface:

“  The fovereignty of the Zemindary of Benares, and its dependencies, having been ceded in 
** perpetuity to the Honourable Company, by the 5th article of the treaty lately formed with the 
“  Nabob Afoph ulDowlab, it becomes immediately neceffary to determine in what manner this 
“  rig'ht ihall be exercifed, and the regular payment of the revenue due from the Rajah Secured.”

The Governor General then moved, “  That this fubj eft be taken into the confident ion of the 
u Board; and fubmits to their correftion and approval, the following plan of fettiemeut .with 
tl Rajah Cheyt Sing, to be obferved until the pleafure of the Company refpe&ing it fhall be known.;
‘ £ declaring his readinefs to acquiefee in any other which may be propofed, on terms by.which 
* • more df'ectua! provifion may be made for the intereft of the Company, without an encroachment 
“  on the jufi > ights of the Rajah, or the engagement atlualiy fubffling with him.”

Before, the recital of the Governor General’s plan of fettlement, it is neceffary to remark, that, 
though the fovereignty of Cheyt Sing’s territories was removed into other hands, yet his known 
and cjlablijhcd rights inthofe territories had undergone no change whatever. 1  hey are here ac
knowledged to enilt in as fail and compleat a manner as when the Vizier was his fovereign, and

the
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\5»t_ the fubfifting engagements are allowed to remain In full force and virtue. 1  he nature of thofejuft 

rights, and the actual extent of thofe engagements, here recognized by the Governor General, may 
be afeertained by the feveral inftruments already referred to, and by the conftrudiion put thereon 
by the Governor General, in his feveral interferences to prevent more being taken from the 
Rajah than the amount of his tribute.

But to proceed in the recital of the Governor General’s proportions, with his observations 
thereon.

P R O P O S I T I O N S .  O B S E R V A T I O N S .

“  if). That Rajah Cheyt Sing Shall pay in- “  There is no queftion that the Rajah can 
“  to the treafury of the Honourable Company “  well afford to pay this proportion of the rent's 
“  at Patna, in equal monthly payment, the “  ot his Zemindary; which coti/fts of as rich 
“  yearly revenue of 22,48,449 Sohaut rupees, “  and well cultivated a territory as any diftriii 
“  being the fum fettled with the late Nabob perhaps of the fame extent in India.—The 
“  Sujah Dowlah, and confirmed by an agreement, “  Company have a clear and indifputable right
“  executed by the fame Nabob, in prefence of the “  to this fum, nor is it likely that he will, either 
“  Prefidcnt of the late. Council of Fort William, “  coriteft it, or defire any remiffion of it. Be- 
“  at Benares, under date the 6th September, “  fides, the other conditions propofed in this 
“  1773.” c: plan will virtually prove both an augments-

“  tion of his means, and a diminution of his 
“  real payments to government, as will he ffiewn 
“  in the remaiks on the lafl article. It is pro- 
“  poled to receive the payment o f  his rents at 
“  Patna, becaufe that is the nenreft provin- 
“  cial Ration, and becaule it would n.ot fruftrate 
“  the intentions of rendering the Rajah indepen- 
“  dent. I f  a Refident was appointed to receive 
“  the money as it became due, at Benares,
“  fuch a Refident would unavoidably acquire 
“  an influence over the Rajah and over his 
“  country, which would in effedt render him 
“  the mailer ot both. This confequence might 
“  not perhaps be brought completely to pals 
“  without a llruggle, and many appeals to the 
“  Council, which in a government conftituted 
“  like this, cannot fail to terminate again!! the 
“  Rajah; and, by the coiiRrudlion to which 
“  his oppofition to the agent would be liable,
“  might eventually draw on him feverer reltric- 
“  tions, and end in reducing him to the mean 
“  and depraved Hate of a mere Zemindar

K 2d, That the Rajah 111 all be empowered  ̂ “  2d. The advantage which the Rajah will 
s< to exercife a complete and uncontrouled au- c’ receive from thefe conceffions, exclufive of 
“  thority over his Zemindary, under the ac- “  the gratification which his pride would ob- 
“  knowledged fovereignty of the Company ; in tfmfrom the poffcjfion of a flate of power and 
“  the government of the country dependant on “  dignity, unknown to any of his anceftors, and 
“  him; in the colledtion of the revenues; and “  the fecuritv ot his perfon and pofleffions,
“  in the adminiRration of juflice,”  “  from the Company’s proteftion, may he

“  rated equal to many lacks of rupees; which,
“  though laved to him, are no lofs to the 
“  government on which he depends; being all 
“  articles of invifible expence in fees to the 
“  miniflers, and officers of the Nabob, in the 
“  charges of a double eflablifhment of Va- 
“  keels to both governments, in prefents and 
“  chargesof accommodation to theNabob, during 
“  his refidence ot any place within the Hound- 

, “  aries of his Zemindary; in the frauds, em-
“  bezzlements, and oppreffions exercifed in the 
“  mint, and the CutwalJy, befides the allowed 
“  profits of thofe officers; and the advantages 
“  which every man in occafional power, or in 
“  the credit of it, might make of the Rajah’s 
“  known weaknefs, and the dread lie Rood in,

both

:



( ® |  . f *6 1 Q i
p r o p o s i t i o n s . o b s e r v a t i o n s . u L

“  both of the difpleafure of the Nabob, and 
•« the ill-will of individuals among the Englilh 
ff who were all confidered, either in their 
“  prefent Rations or connections, or the right 

of 1’ucceJIion, as members of the (fate of 
“  Bengal. It would be fcarce poffible to enu- 

 ̂ “  merate all the 'inconveniences to which the
<{ Rajah was liable in his former Jituation; or 

to eltimate the precife effeCf which they pro- 
“  ducted on his revenue, and on the grots amount 
“  of his expences; but it may be eafily eon- 
“  ceived, that both were enormous, and of a 
« nature the molt likely to leffen the profits of 
“  government, inftead of adding to them,”

« That funnuds be granted to the Rajah, a  3d, Thefe offices have been c o r jid ered  as 
tt  efpecially conferring upon him the power of «  marks o f  Sovereignty ;. at lead this has ferved 
«  appointing officers to the charge of the Cat- “  for the pretext to with-hold ttiem from tire 
«  wally, and the mint of Benares: the latter “  Rajah, to whom they have been a heav y 
« to be fijbjeCl to fuch orders ami regulations as “  grievance. T  he Catwally efpecially, which 
«  the Governor General and Council (hall at « lining held in farm, and exerciled under the 
« any time think it proper to decree.”  “  authority of a prince, who had no intereft in

“  the welfare or eafe of the people, has always 
•« been" reprefented, as in it’s obvious tendency 
« it could fcarce fail to prove, a fource of the 
<« world corruption and oppreffion, from which 
« tlrere was no appeal. If there he any weight 
“  in the plea for referring thefe prerogatives to 
« the Company, the grant of them to the Rajah 
«.? htmfelf, by fpecial funnuds, will be a fuffici- 
11 ent expreffion of theirfoveragnty; al though the 
« foie run renunciation of it, already made by the 
« Nabob of Outle, is the the befi and molt 
“  valid charter under which it can be chimed;
“  and while they have three brigades, and a 
“  full treafury to after t it, there is no fear that 
« their rights to It will be oppofed by reafou- 
“  ings drawn from implied lymbols of doant- 
« nion. Some regulations will be immediately 
«  neceflary for the mint, and others may occa- 
“  fionally become fo. No alteration Ihould be 
•« made in the weight or alloy of the com to 
“  be debafed, and the Rajah him (eh hold his 
“  right to the mint, on condition of his faith- 
« ful obfcrvance of thefe rules. By the ruffoni 
« of Benares,, all rupees ft ruck in the mint are 

called ftccas, and pals as the current coin of 
« -the country for one year,.after which they 
« arc charged with a-batta, varying from a to 

3 v per cent, according to their dates, and 
« pals' under the denomination of Sonants, or 
“  Gawker Shakees. -It is in thefe Jpecies 
■“  that the ren ts are pay able to Govern- 
“  m ent; and while they continue of 

♦ “  equal and proper qualities, they may he in- 
“  tiodneed into circulation in the province 1 
“  Bahar, without iofs to the Company, anil 
“  with an advantage to the collcdli ns. But 
‘ s the greatefl: care ought therefore to be taken, 
u that tire rupees be not debafed; for if they 
“  are, they will occafion a double lots on the
« Company, by the immediate difcountcrt them

4  h
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« in the treafury, and by a falfe currency intro- 
« duced into the revenue*1’

’ ’ x. .. 7 . ’., .qv ." <•'■ /-■ ■ ■  r , " ■ . ; T ’ ■■ .*■ j
« 4th. That in return for thefr concerns, “  I rather propofe this for confideration than 

« ana for the performance of his duty as a “  recommend it; fuch o. body of we!!-d<Lpmed 
« v lflal ro the Company, the Rajah fihall en- « and well appointed cavalry will give credit to
« ^ S t o  maintain i !  conilant pay, and ready « the Rajah, and may prove ierviceable to this

I t  all times for immediate forvice, a body of « government, though ^  J / J d  J
« 2ooo h'orfe, on fueli a fixed eftablhhinent “  happen in which we fifo-,1 want it,
« S T a l lb e  pWcribed by the Governor Gene- “  tional pay will make them
« rai and Council: and that whenever the •« do want them, and will be no great, tx pen..
« .fevvi.ee of this corps Shall be required by .the 
« ’ Governor General and Coonc.il, it fihall he 
«e configned to the command of fucli officer or 
«* officers as they filial! appoint, and be allowed 
“  from the Company an additional pay or gra- 
“  rutty of fifteen rupees per month, for each 
<£ private man, and in proportion for the offi- 
w cers of the faid corps., during the t ime of t.ucU 
“  fervice.”

«  cth. That while the Rajah filial! continue “  The voluntary reflvaint: laid by Govern - 
« faithful, to theie engagements, and Punctual «  Benton its,owa aSion, will aftoru heR;y J  

in his payments, and fihall pay due obedience « the great# confidence, and naturally m p ro 
«  to the authorit y of this Government, »  nw* « him with Sentiments of hdehty am attach^
«  demands,/bull be made upon him by the Honour- «  meiit; boJi from the, pt menks °
“  able Campa of any k in d ; »r on any pretence «* and felf-mUiefi!. Without .t no » * t P_y
«  whntfaeL,ih all anvperfon be allowed to in- «  ance, he Will expert, with ev« y ch nge f
«  terfJe with hss authority, or a Hurt the peace « government, *o
«  J u u  country? “  Xi?nn him » and wlllj of courlc, delccnil to

J  * ' ' -a all the arts oi intrigue and concealment pra<>
«- tiled by other dependent Rajahs, which will 
«  keep him indigent and weak, and eventually prove 
« hurtful to the Company, By proper encou- 
«• ragement’ and prote&ion, he tnay prove a 
« profitable dependent, a ufcful barrier, and even 
tS ct powerful ally to the Company ; but -ft will 
«< be neither, if  the conditions of his connedlion 
“  with the Company .arc left open to FUTURE 
<£ VARIATIONS,”

The foregoing minute was ordered to be circulated to the members of the Board, for their 
Snore attentive perufal and deliberation.

On the cth M y, the Board re-conlidered the Governor General’s minute and plan propoled 
for a feuleim t iith  Rajah Cheyt Sing. The ift, ad, and 3u articles were, with iome agna
tions, agreed to.

Upon the 4th article being read, feveral opinions were delivered in, of which the following am 
extracts;

M  Fre,  .____« I object to our compelling the Rajah to beep up an extraordinary force
« fo r'o „r fiervice, confidering it in efiFecT as an tncrea)* o f  the tribute; which is Co• - 
«  trary to the prfocipios which have guided mv judgment from the full ouwet of this
“  negociation,”

Mr Harwell_u 1 am of opinion, that the Rajah fihonld keep up fuch a body of forces; hut
« f i r S X ’ r . J Z m d t ,  d t< ! M r .F r ,  * , « * « * -  t  b“
«  tribute and of any degree of compulfion to iaduce him to do ...

, Colonec
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> & Z 3&knel Monp>n.~—u I : .im of opinion the Company Ihould receive t ie  Rajah’s affiLawce oti the 

»s (lime terms he gave it to the Vizier, or the prefetu Nabob.”

Central Clavering.— “  f  would net compel the Rajah to keep up any troops, but I would ream*
«  mend it to him to maintain the number which the Governor General has propofed.” ,

fh :w m  G enerate" It-was for from mr intention to prbpofe.A&rVor an)-ether articleto be' im- 
« p' .I d bn t-heJUj-alrby cOMVOX*mr; i.oaly propofedac as an. article of Ipeoplation.”

«  Upon winch the Board retblved, That it be rccethmenckd to Rajah Gheyt Sing to keep up a 
“  body of 2,600 cavalry, to be difcipiined after fhetunipcan manner, but that there;be no obliges- 
“  llcri oft him to do i t ”

There was fuch a perfeT unanimity in the Board fefpAding the 5th art icle of the Governor Ge
neral’s proportions, that all which is recordedrelperSlingit is in-thefe lew words:

“  Read the 5th article; approved the proportion in this article.”

But as this article is the moll material of the whdle, a ready axeiife will he made for repeating 
it in this place. .

“  Rcfoived, That while the Rajah lhall Continue faithful to thefe engagements, and pwuSual 
« to his payments, and lhall pay due obedience to the authority of this government, no mereJe- 
«  mcrids /ballbe made upon him, by the Honourable Company, of any kino ;  or on any pretence 
«  whutfoever lhall any per ion he allowed to interfere with, his authority, or to dijlutb tbs peace t f  
“  his country.”

Such were, in general, the terms on which Rajah Cheyt Sing was to hold his Zemindary, and 
by a faithful adherence to which, on his part, the Company were bound to abide by them on 
theirs. . ,

Some fubfrque.nt arrangements were made for afcertaining the exa&! amount of his tribute, which 
was finally iettled at ficca rupees 22,66,18.0, aud the royalties of the mint, of the adininiftration 
of j'ulUce, and of the police, were afterwards fettled upon him.

But Mr. Mailings is by rto means willing to confent, that, in - li: examination of the rights and 
privileges which were poffeffed by the Rajah, any reference lliould be made fo the i.iftruments 
whichpartedbetween him and Sujuh Dowlab in 1770, and to thofeof 1773, between the Rajah, 
the VRier, and the Company, previous to .the fovercignty of Benares being transferred to the lat
ter ; cr to the opinions o.f the, feveral members,, and the relolutions ot the Board m canietjuence, 
which were taken fubftquetn to inch .transfer; or to the folemn declarations which were made to . 
the Rajah on his inveftiture. He willies thefe to be buried in oblivion, and only defires to. apply 
to the deeds which paffedin confequenceof thofe relolutions, and has accordingly pointed out the 
<j.h and following pages (if his narrative, printed in Calcutta, in which reference is made to the 
Sunnud,- the Potuih, and the Caboolcat, dated the 1 5th April 1776.

But before we proceed to fpeak of thofe deeds, every one would naturally fuppofe that they con
tained the fubfiance of the .Hoard’s refolutiOns, which were to feyve as mttrudUcms to thofe em
ployed in preparing the deeds; other wife the deliberations of the Board were a -men; folemn 
mockery; or the Sunnuds might as well have been made out immediately on the treaty being con
cluded with Afbph el Dowiah, and the terms of theft Sunnuds left for future difeuflion.

That it was at .one time the intention of the Board to make the Sunnuds accord with their own 
refaluriuns, as they ought to ha ve done, appears evidently from the following minute of Council,
2.6th February 3 776, .

“  Ordered, That the Secretary do prepare a draft of feparate Sunnuds for the Zernindary and 
<s Cutwalia of Benares and jaunpore, alio of the mint of Benares, in the ufual form, expreffing 
“  the conditions, already rcfoived mt in tht fevered proceedings of this Hoard,” On the fame day a let
ter was written to'the Reiui-nt, wherein; after mentioning the terms of the remittance of the Ra
jah’s tribute to Calcutta, they inform him “  that they havu ordered proper Sunnuds to be prepared, 
sf  specifying the.above, ns vjell as the feveral'ether conditions which have already been d p  ccd to, and 
H lhall forward it to you to Ire delivered to the Rajah,”  And in their letter to the Court of Di

re ditors
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renters in the fectet department, of the aoth of the followulgunontb., they again explain the terms 
o f the remittance, and fay, •« that a Sunriml for his (Qieyt Sing's), Zemindar,y (hall be furnifhed 
“  him on thefe, <and the conditions beforesigned on."

It is therefore plain, not only from theat-ufon of'the thing, M  from the .Board’s own fehfe of 
the matter, that the written deeds ought to have contained the precife terms on which it was 
agreed that Cheyt Sing ihdttld hold hts Zemiridary; andthn radiations of the-Board, and thefe a ~ 
nod, .fitould'have 'been, as nearly as poffible, counter-parts of each other.

Indeed it is confeffed, hy one of the members of the Board (Mr. Francis) that tc the rerrfis 
“  which were originally agreed to. gi ve the Rajah, and which'he confented to, were made the funda* 
“  mental tenure by which be held his Zemindaty?

Why, therefore, thedeeds ware-not made .conformable -to-'the. reflations ;• why they even fell 
fhort of the Sunnuds granted to the Rajah by the Vizier, to which the Company was the gua
rantee, notwithftanding the avowed policy of the Bengal government, to render him more inde
pendent than he was before, is difficult to conceive.

As the Governor General’s r arrative has been long fince in the hands pf the: public, where the 
Sunnuds, 8cc. by which Cheyt Sing held his Zemindary, are Add to bo con?,lined, it is n.eccifarv, 
in this place, to compare them with thofe held by the Rajah under the Vizier.

It-has already been hen, that Mr. Haflrngs wasthegnarantee of the former Sunnuds? and that 
upon the fovermgntT of fionajfs being transferred to the Company it >vas clearly underiiood, that 
in the future plan at tettkuyent with-tire Rajah, m  encroachment was to be made ok hts jujlrighth 
or the engagmmrs a&tcalfy fubfiftioig with him.

In the Coulmma given hy Sajah Dovrlab, in 1773, 3re *die following words : « Noencre/afejfuiJ! 
“  ever after be demand'd* fa the Stinnu-i g-iveii by the Conipaiiy, in i 7 76, thefe words are 
emitted. .

In the Pottah of 1773, H iho following featetoce: 44 By the favour of God, thereJhatl never l>e 
44 any etet’iaiion i» tMs agr'rcmmf hi that of 17-76, this feti tenet is emitted*. And the Governor 
General’s letter to Clieyt Sing, in 1773, concludes thus: 44 In the agreements, before mentioned, 
“  there fttali r.aw he any breach or da/iatleit.” Whether.there ward any variations in the Caboo- 
tear, cannor be afeemined, for if, t». ’,773, Cheyt Sing executed fuchan inftumieut, it is not en
tered on the 1 teerds.

Having pointed out thefe variations, it is neceffiiry to snfwer an objection, that, to the unin
formed, teems naturally to arife out of the fubjedi, viz.. That though the fpiik of the-feverai re- 
folucions of tlie Board is not incorporated with the adtuai deeds, as it ought to have been; yet, as 
Cheyt Sing was ignorant of thofe refolutions, he was bound by. the terms of the Sunnuds, after 
he had accepted them, notwithftanding. their deviation from the genuine intent and meaning of 
the Council, as expreifed in thofe refolutions.

They who fuppofe that thefe'refolutions were confined to the narrow limits of the Council 
Chamber; and that they remained locked up in the blent repoGt-ork-s of the other records, are 
much iniftak. n, Cheyt Sing was fully acquainted with them. And by whom ? By the Governor 
General and Council themfelves. For in their inftruftions to the Rcndent (Mr. Fowke) at the 
Rajah’s court, which were dated the 24th Auguft 1775 ; not much above a month after the rc- 
folution;i palled, are the following words, vi*.

44 It will be proper to afiurefhs Rajah, that we do mi mean tc eucreafe his tribute, but to require 
c‘ from him the exaiijum,

“  That under the acknowledged foverelgnty of the Company, we are determined to leave him 
“  the free and uncantroultd management of. the internal go vernment of his country, and t he eolleftiou 
44 and regulation of the revenues, Jo long as he adheres to the terms of his engagements; and will never 
44 demand any augmentation of the annual tribute which may be fixed.

“  As we deem it very eflential that the Rajah, fop the protetlion of his Zemindary, {houfd 
44 maintain a body of regular troops, we would ftrottgiy recommend to him the keeping in conftant 
“  pay, and ready at all times for fe; vice, 2,000 borfe, disciplined and clothed after the European 
44 manner, We cannot authorize you to injijl upon this article. However, as it appears fo obvious
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\ T e C f ^ , 0Wr) interfcft, we doubt not but he will readily agree toll'; and it-muftbeleftTohis option 

*< to keep up, or reduce his prefent military ertabiiftnnent in conference: And as an induce
rs me,it we will agree, whenever we may find occahon to call -for the aliiftance ol this corps, or 
‘ any part of it, we will pay a gratuity of 15 rupees per month for̂  each private man, and in propor- 

“  fieri for the offers, during the time that they may be in m r employ:'

Bnt the Board were not fatisfie.l with inftruaing their Refident to make the before-going re- 
nrefentution ' they refolved that a letter !hould be written hv the Governor General lnmielf, to 
Rajah Cheyt Sing, to be delivered to Mr. Fowke, the Refident, with Ins credentials.

The following is -extra&ed from it.

« -fhe Board being willing to continue the grant of the Zemindary to you, in as f u l l  and ample 
d  a manner as you pojjefjed it from  theformer Jover eigns, and upon the fame terms, owyour paying the

annual tribute, fcV."

This letter alio mentions, that Sunnuds for the grant of the mint and cutwally would be here- 
after rranfmitted; and concludes, «  the other fources from which the Nabob ot Oude drew a re- 
“ "venue, will alfo be granted you, that you may poflefs an unconlrwled and free anther tty in the re- 
“ gulathn and government o f your own Zemindary

It will plainly be feen, that thefe letters were written in the very fpirit of the refoh.itions of the 
Boatd. Indeed, thole refolutions were afterwards .confidered by Mr. Francis.(Conlultation 20th 
.,-?<$, member 1778V as “ the voluntary and fundamental engagements o f the government itjetf. I his 
« Bo 'rd was already bound to the Rajah by certain afis o f  their own." But with-regard to-.the ori
ginal inftruments which paifod between the Rajah and. the Company, it is irapoffible to fay who- 
tlret they did, or did not, accord with thofc reiolucions.

The deeds which Mr. Haftlngs has produced in his narrative, are dated the 15th ot April 
m 6 ,‘ and made out in confluence of the fovereignty of the mint and cutwally bemg vefted in 
the Ra* ah ; whereas the original ones, fo^ the Zemindary were figned by the Board on the 4th ot 
bent. 17"; <r as appears by the following minute of Council on that day, made m .consequence ot 
an* information from the Secretary, that he had prepared the Sunnuds for Rajah Cheyt Sing.

u Airreed. That the Sunnuds, Pot tab, and Coulnama, he now figned and tranfqa-itted to Mr. 
tt prrihis Fowke.”——-And on the 20th of November following, the Court of DimTors were 
acquainted, “  that Rajah Cheyt Sing had been iuvclted with the bum udsfor b.s Zm .ndary, and a

K elhut in all the proper form s.”

M r Ballings has complained to the Court, that at the point of the fettlemmt their detail flop::,
The detail was neceC.rily flopped here; for the Sunnuds, he. which palled upon the mveitrture, 
are not entered upon the Company’s records. And it is fair to luppole, that t hefe mftrmnents.
•irreed exacTly with thofe which Cheyt Sing received from the Vizier in r773; for in his Rtterto 
tl cGovernor General, entered on the Perfian correspondence of the 1 It O&ober 1775, hehimfe.t 
points'out' that .the Keilaut, with which he was to be prefented on his new invelliture, is m o f 'h e  
fame kind as th-u hrhich he received from the late Vizier on the like ouiafu?jj|| and in contequence 
thereof the Board, in their letter to the Refident. of the 1 ith 'of Oaobcr, «. ckhre him to m ike 
“ enquiry refpedling the nature of that Keilaut., and invejf him withone of the feme jort, on tre part 
« of ibis government, in jhad ofthat which theyformerly dejenbed to k m ”

The imnoflibilitv of the Court’s referring to the original deeds which patted at the fcttlement of 
the Zemii daryonRa ah Cheyt Sing being clearly Thewn, as well as the probability that tnote 
deeds werefimilar to what he received from the Vizier; we (hail proceed to onterve on the new 
Sunnuds* which were patted fover.ilmonths after thelettlement and invefisture tn 1775 .

On the 1  Cth April 1776, the Secretary informed the Council, “ that having prepared the 
“ 'Sunnuds and Pot tab for Rajah Cheyt Sing’s Zemindary, be begs. leave to lay them before the 
% floatd, with copy of.an obligation to be executed by hi-m for the remittance of his tribute; 
the Board then figned the former, and ordered all three to be tranunitted to the Rajah. I. h-.ie 
.inftrumenjts Mr. Halting* has annexed to his narrative, and has referred to them in his letter.

But one material piece of information refpe&ing them, Mr. Haftings has thought proper to 
withhold; viz. That the Rajah declined -the acceptance o f  the Sunrnd .and Rot lab, and objected totki 
.execitljon o f the Vabooleat. . '

The, ,n
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The Refidenf flares to "theBoard the Rajah's objeTions to theirs, iii his fetter of the, fftfi JulV,, 
one of the principal 'of which Was to 'the claufe i.11 the Sunnud And CabOok-iat, by which m % irhur 
Suntttcds ate. declared to be null.

The Rajah was ffenfibie of his rights, and afletted them. The Board were hot at this tinie dif- 
pofed to infringe thofe rights; having, 'according to the' Governor General’s exprefeori, “  [ J  fu ll 
“  trcafury but immediately • (29th Jtiiy) ordered the ' Secretary to prepare a hew Sunnud and 
Pot tab, mining the fentence declaring the former Sunnuds to be null. '£ hele deeds were delivered to 
the Rajah, and the others, which he ohjefied to, as well as thofe originally delivered to him, were 
received back and returned to the prelidancy.

. Notwithftanding the before nientioned trahft<5>ibn, the Governor General has printed the Sun- 
mul of 15th April,., without the alteration ; and the words, “  all former Sunnuds If become null 'and 
*< void’’ are fuffered to remain in theinftrunient, 'Which the'GoVfeflicif General lias referred to as 
the atfual agreement,

. .With regard to the Gabocdeat, on which Mr. Halting* has laid 'fo much ftrefs? it was not pdffi- 
hk-iw the Court of Diredtors to gain any iiTorriv.tion from that, tor it is no where entered upon 
the Company’s records; and the Governor General’s narrative is the only-place in Which it is to be 
found.

As it clearly appears that rjiere Were three fets of grants executed, though only one fee Is to 
have been necdlary, and one only actually iobllfting, it is proper here to recapitulate the. various 
circuitiftances of thefe mnlacftions. On the 24th Auguft 1775, the Board ordered the necelTary 
Sunimds to he prepared for Cheyt Sing’s Zemindary. On the 4th September they were fight-d„ 
though they are not entered on the Company’s records. On the 24th of October, tlie R 1} ill w 
inverted with thele Sunnuds by the Kefident, Mr. Fowke. And on the iora Kovembei the 
Court of Dire&ors were acquainted, “  That Rajah Cheyt ShrgMd been Invcjled with the Siinnifasfpr 
“ Ms Zemindary, and a Reliant, in a l the proper forme." After the. iriveftiture it was retolved, that 
the fovereigiity of the mint and cutwally (adminiftration of juflice) ihpuld be Verted in file Rajah.
On the 2 2d of January 1776, -the Rajah requefted of the Board, through the Refident at his Court, 
that he might be mriuflied with Sunnuds, under their figniture, for thofe offices. On tlie goth 
of December, the preclfe amount of the Rajah’s tribute w.-is fettled at rupees 22,66,1  Bo, with 
which the Hoard expedited his acquiefecnee in ebrifeqaence of the mint and cutwally befog fettled on 
ldm, “  mui for the very great advantages he will derive By being thus fa ire d  in the free end tnele-%
“  pi nient government of his country" On the 26th February, the Refident exprefled to the Board 
the Rajah’S confent to the amount of the tribute as laft fettled. On which day the Board ordered 
the Secretary il to prepare, a draught of feparate. Sunnuds for the Zemindary and Cutwally f  alfo 
« of the mint, in the ufual form, exfrejittg the conditions already rejelved on in the fiver al. proceedings 
“ • of the Board." On the 15th of April the Rpard figned one Sunnud and a Pottah (not feparate. 
Sunnuds) in which Sunnud the Zemindary, the cutwally, and the mint, are included. A  tran- 
rtattOR of the Sunned and Pottah is entered upon the records, but not of the Coulnatna. The Ra
jah objeSed to the Sunnud, on account of the clanfe, declaring all former Sunnuds to be null and 
void. The Board on the 2-cjth July ordered new irirtruTnentS to be fnade out (which are iikewifer 
Hot entered upon the records) omitting thole Word's. Thfefe inrt'ftfments were tranfmitted to the 
Rajah, and delivered to him hv. the Refideht, Mr. Fovfke, Who' received back the former Sunnuds,. 
and returned thofe of September 1775 and April 1776, to the prefidency.

But it is not front the letter d  the deeds of April, printed by the'Governor General, fuppofiug, 
they had not been rejected by the Rajah, that a judgment on this important matter is to be formed.
Th t  fphtttif them is to be attended to; with a due regard to all the relative circumjlances of the caff,
~—to i/jc tnhmtet and refilutions of the Board; —to" ‘he declarations which were made to the Rajah in con- 
fequeme of thofe rcjclutio'ns ;—and to the great political ohjell of eflabUJhbg a barrier for the fecurity of 
the provinces in ettfe-of a future rupture vAth the Fizier. In 1773, the Governor General was feh- 
flble that thefpirit and intention-of-a treaty ought tu be adhered to when he gave fo liberal a con- 
ftrudlion, in the Rajah’s favour, of the treaty which had been made between his father and the 
late Vizier, and in his feveral interferences, to prevent more being exacted from the Rajah, than 
the amount of tlie tribute.

Having tbusihewn the'relation in which Cheyt Sing flood to the Vizier, who fettled on him 
and his heirs for ever the Zenfindary of Benares, on certain fixed conditions ; and likewife the gua
rantee of the Engli-fb, that thofe conditions rtiouhl be adhered to on both tides; the fublequent 
agreement (acknowledging the former to hi' in fait force) which was made with him upon the fove- 
reignty of the province-being verted m the-Company ; mid the fakmn afiuranm which were given to 
the Rajah, by the- Sapreme- Council, w  explanation of that agreement; it is pfefomed every unpreju- .
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~ f w g & “ “ *  bc of the Court of Diredfors were warranted In reviving, « That.

, { R^ ,h C1 «yt ^ng was confirmed by the Governor General and Council of Bengal, in thema- 
liagement of the laid Zemmdary, (fubjeiSt to the iovereignty of the Company) oil his pavin"- a 

• certain tribute to the Company, which was fettled at rupees c2,66,r8o; and that the & R  
‘ { government Fudged rtfelf, that the free and uncontrolled pofleffion of the Zemi.idary o f i f i  
tt mres? anetts dependencies, flaould be confirmed and guaranteed to the Rajah and his M rs for 
„  f verf y rjerl t0 iuen tribute; and that no other demand fhould be made upon him, nor any 

kiijd oi authority orjurild.dion exerctfed within the dominions affigned him, lo long as he a J  
hered to the terms of his engagements.” 6 * h

grounds of the preceding refolution ofthe Court of Direftors having been thus eftablhhed. 
d it having been proved, that the conditions upon which Rajah Chevt Bing held his Zemindary 

ven fixed and unalterable; it ,s n ectary in the next place t o k w  what J s  the c M  of £

T78X. Ge‘ierJ aPd C° UnCi t0 tnC R '1JaI,} Pr5Vlous Co M r* H afling* la A viflt to Benares, in

c ° n thf  9tb h b  1778, the Board refolved, « That Rajah Cheyt Sing be required, in form to 
< « ‘ ” tribute l"s Aiare of the burthen of the prefer war (with France) by the eAabiifhmem of 

‘ tbree reS ° ar battalions of lepoys, to be railed and maintained at his expeneef

Notwithflanding this was, both in the Utter and fpirit of the former refoluttons of the Council 
a car: r breach of the agreement, yet the Rajah quietly fobmitted himfelf, and authorized his 
v . cfceel to declare his acquielcence, for one year only, in the requifition of a fublidv, equal to t he 

l . pence o f three battalions of lepoys. This lubfidy was accordingly fixed by the Board at five 
neks of rupees ; and the Governor General expreffed himfelf pleated- with the Rajah’s read y com- 
Smance, in a letter to nun u nder date of the 1.5th Auguft; and on the 17th the Governor General 
mu Council informed the Court of Directors, that the Rajah had agreed to pay this fuhf.dv fo r  

one.year. But on _ the Rajah s pleading his inability to pay the whole fum at once, fo little cere
mony was ufed with him on the occalion, and fo much were all former agreements forgotten, 
that, on the 28th September, direftions were given to the Refident, Mr. Graham, « to wait on
,< lje K|$ P  a,1; l . ^ w  of hm, m perfon, and by writing, the payment of the full

 ̂ .urn of live lacks of muchildar rupees, the fum at which the fubiidy is fixed, in fpecie, to that 
amount, to be made to you within five days of iuch demand; and declare to him, in the name of 

v ^  that his evadingq?  nevk£hng to accompli/h the payment thereof, within that
*' ^ “ oftime, fliall be deemed equivalent to an abfolute r.efuf.d; and in cafe of his non-com- 
„  |!^ '” ce Wlth y °ur ds,Dand> we Peremptorily enjoin you torefrainfiom ail further inter courje with

The Rajah com pleated this payment by the roth of October.

It muft be remaned in M  place, that though 'this extra demand was contrary to the exifling 
_ b'V,'-met.ts  ̂yet as tne Rajali confenfed to the payment thereof, fo r one year only, it was, in a 
rnuiluie, foga.rzed.-- And it really learned at one lame to have been the intention of Mr. Haflinvs 
-o aoide i»y this condition* as appears from the following circumflance: On the cthMay 1770 the 
Rdident at Benares wrote to the Board, that being applied to by the provincial council of .aVorne 
.... k .una for eiglu lacks of rupees, on account of their very urgent uecefiities, he deft red the Rajah 
to fopply Jiirh with that him, beyond the amount o f what was then due. In their reply to the 
Kendent ow the 31ft, the Board exprefs their lurprife at his “  having ventured to make a demand 
«• l|1’7 1 >r,JT  C-neyt^lng, not warranted by his engagements with t'Se Company, and without any 

<i.h.nonty from us. 1 he Refluent s anfwer of the 10th June following is worthy of particular 
attention. /.t the time l mentioned to Rajah Cheyt Sing the fum of money government flood 
{< nca lve!,r l,re.fent °ccanons, I was well aware that I could neither con/iflent with your
... 0l'def ' r * or h* engagements with the Company, demand more of him than was
t . ,,lereb7 2uTt )orim: j ;.i: cl Bverefore n was 1 only demanded payment of the umountof his kiftdue 
• he 41,1 Ivj ay, and left it to ,11s djerefum, upon the information given, whether to lend further

. Tho:’Ph tbe condition of his compliance with the demand of 1778 was. that it fhould not be ■ 
f  ™ n ' ”!■  yet on the «9th July 1779, the Rajah was again required to contribute the
fiut'ier -umof.favv .acksfor_ the enfuing year; and on th- 22d June 1780 five lacks more; and on 
the ad of .November following, he was required tofurnilh part of his cavalry.

On the 18th July, the very day preceding the refolution of the Board to demand an additional 
five kicks tor the year 1779, Mr. HaAmgs received a letter from the Rajah, faying, that his foie 
L Z l Z s f  n 1 andthat,nevery inftance I depend on your faith, religion, promijh, and
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A fterhehad come to the knowledge of this demand, the.Rajah wrote to the Governor General »  
follows: “  L J  v ear von direded Sheik Ally Nuckey* thufJ fhould by an  y means by difpojing  
“  t f r - v e f f t m ,  of by borrowing, make this me. .payment (alluding to the demand of 177 S) and l  
« L J t L *  fc «//,£«>«» in f u t u r e ; and that you would take every means tor. my advantage and 
“  fuotaort 1 accordingly put in pr«ak* every method in my power; and by loans made good 
« the rectiifiti6n. It is now ahlolutely out of my power to raife the fum required, and 1 am 
44 therefore hopeful that you will be'kindly pleafed to excufeme the five lacks now demanded, and 
<4 th at nothing may be dem anded o f  me beyond the amount exprcjfed in  th e fo t td h ,'

This letter was received on the 27th Auguft. On the 28th the Governor General replied to 
it * and without taking the fmaileft notice of the Rajah having, charged him wi h a breach of pro- 
n t k  he favs, “  1 now repeat my demand, that you do on the receipt of this, without evanrn or 
“ "delay pnv the five Hacks of nipces into tire ltar.ds of Mr. Rhom as Graham, who has orders to 
« p-' five it from you, and authority, in cafe of your refuful, to fummon the two battalions at 
«  fenoys, undr? the command of Major Cumae, to Benares, that meafures may be taken to oblige 
is you to a compliance ’, and this cafe, the whole expence of this corps jrom the ume of its march will
“  fa ll on you.”

The Rajah, notwithhanding the pofitive terms of the laft-recited letter, was yet unwilling to 
believe that the “  faith, relkion, promifis, and all tons,” on which he had placed fo tnuen »  
p ndence, would all of them prove of no avail. He accordingly addreffed another letter to Mr. 
HaftingJ, which was received the 20th of September, and of winch the following,is a copy :

«  Ever- two or thrfdays, I am trailed upon to pay five lacks of rupees; your gracious letter 
“  on this iubjeiSt, honoured me by its arrival; I havedifpatched an araee in anfwei, which W»H 
<< have been Vrefented to yen. in obedience to your order, I laft year, by every means, and 
«« borrowing from all quarters, raifed the fum, and at that time, you promijed that it fhould not 
« happen a£ain. I have it not in my power at prelent. You have before honoured me with the 
t< title of foil, and regarding me as your ton, you have protected me ; 1 am therefore hopt.u , na 
g J  may be excufed from this reqnifitian,'

Here the Governor General is again charged with a dire ft breach oj promije to the Rajah. M r. 
Huttings replied to this on the 25th, repeating the threat of tending troops into his country, but 
taking no notice, as before, of the repeated charge of having broken his word with the Rajah.

Thus upon the Rajah’s declaring his inability to comply with the demand of 17 79’ and plead
ing flie protnife of exemption, two battalions of fepoys were ordered to march to Benares, to inti
midate him: and the Board inf.tied on his paying the expence of the troops thus lent to Second 
the r demand. And on their requiring the balance of the lubfidy m Octom-r .780 hetmyernor 
General am! Council not only again ordered troops to march 1 .coins territories, but they threatened 
him with a fine of one lack for difobedience.

Whoever feriouflv confiders the agreement made between C'neyt_ bmgand the \  ivuer in »77R* 
the nat ure of the fubfeejuent conneaion between the Rajah, the V izier, and the Company, -former 
in 17:7 2 as before deferibed; the force of the minutes and refolutions of the Board upon the ov„~ 
reignty of Benares being transferred to the Company, as above recited ; thedMemn . edannm.i 
which were made to the Rajah on hi? in venture, as contained in the inftru&iofis to the Refide.it 
or his court, and in the Governor General’s letter to hint upon that oct.mon, which 
readv referred to: the line of policy which the Bengal Government had prefenbed to u,el> ’ 
the eenenl tenure by which C heyt Sing held his country.— Whoever knoufly confiders all thee- 
noirfts, with their relation to each other, muft be convinced, that the various demands thus mat e 
ubon the Rajah were not founded In \u(l\ce\ nor are they to be defended by any arguments drawn 
from the wants and neceffitfes of a Government involved in difficulties, or the reputed wealth am ,
profperity of the Rajah.

Oblisrinr the Rajah to pay an additional fubfidy of five lacks fer the expence of three battalions

rfM,8:: oil, bo u™ y  r  i!y t  "M isess zzsssza body "of 7,000 horfe. But it has been fttewn, that the Board refilled to allent to 11 is propom _ 
i S e f t  k t i i t e ly  optmalln the Rajah; and *  at any time they nee ed the■ 
force, he was to be paid at the rate of fifteen rupees per month per man; and to in properU«n tor 
the officers, during the time they might be in the Company s employ.

•  His Vatketil.
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One of die members of the Board (Mr. Francis) declares in his minute of the 14th September 
t k j$ ' i«. That he did, from the firft, exprefs a doubt, whether the .Board had ftrieliy a right to 
« encreaie their demands upon the Rajah, beyond the terms which they originally agreed to 
« rive him,’ which he contented to, and which, as M r. Francis has conftantly uiwkrftooid it,
« were made the fundamental tenure by which he heldhis ffepfindary, Jf inch demands can be eli
te creafed upon him at tfie diferetion of the fuperior power,. he has no rights, he has m propntt, cr 
« at leaft he has no fccunty for either, Infte.ad of five.lacks, _ Id -us demand fifty ; and whether he 

•«< refufes, or is unable to pay the money, the forfeiture pt his Zemindary may be the immediate 
« conlequence of it, unlefs he can find means to redeem hint felt by a new treaty.”

There was but too much of a prophetic fpirit in this minute of Mr. Francis; for pet with ft and •
;n„"in the credentials given to the Governor General and Council, (cqniitting only of .hiralelt and 
Mr. Wheler) the 3d July 178 r, previous to his fitting out on his intended journey to Benare*, 
the'arrangements lie was to make in that province, were to be “  confront to the mutual relation 
<i a'nd uffm l engagements fubjtftmg between the Company and the Rajah;’ it appears from the ev> 
deuce of Mr. Vvheler, that \Mr.‘Mailings had afiually come to the Us> ret relolmmn (for it is no 
where entered on the records) without the fmalleft regard to that 1 elation andjojbfe aigagomut., 
of obtainin'? 40 or 50 lacks of rupees from this very Rajah ; and in cafe of his refujal., be determ n< it 
« either to remove him from his Zemindary entirely, or by taking immediate poffefiion of a.l ^
« his forts, to obtain out of the treafure depofited in them, the above lum for the Company.”

-I his is further corroborated by the affidavit of Mftjor Palmer, the Governor General s military 
fycretarv, with this additional circumflanCe, that by fome means or other the Rajah, having 
beard of the Governor General’s intuitions, had,made him an offer of 20 lacks of rupees for lie 
public fcrvice; “  but’that he. the Governor General, was refolved to injift upon the f i r f  mtntusmd 
it fum of $a lacks of rupees; and if the Rajah flipuld abfcdutely refuie the demand, that 1%  tie  
« 'Governor General, tvould deprive him of his Zemindary, or transfer the. fovereignty thereof to We 
«* Nabob Vizier

It is find, that the “  Governor General thought the Rajah’s offences were fitch as to require 
*4 early punifhment; and as his wealth was great, and the Company's exigencies preffing, it was 
*t thought a mqafure of policy qnt} juflice to exaift from him a large pecuniary inuiQ: for their re- 
« lief.”

But how different were Mr. Haftings’s ideas o f policy andjuftice at a former period, which has 
been already referred to, when, he would not fuffer the Vizier tp “  diipoffels the Rajah of the 
« forts of Luteefgur and Ridgygnr, and take from him ten lacks of rupees!” A t that tune the 
Governor General was convinced “ that the Rajah’s inheritance, and perhaps his life, were no 
« longer Cafe than while he enjoyed the Company’s pudetlion, which (fays the Governor General) 
ft js bis due by the ties of j i f f  see and the obligations of public faith, and which policy enjoins us to 
“  aiFord him ever rood; efFeclually.” .

Thus, in t 7 7 3, the natural fovereign of Rajah Cheyt Sing is prevented from taking from him 
two forts and 10 lacks of rupees above the fipuiated rent, through motives a iju flice *ni\ pmey ; and 
ifl , 7gf after the fovereignty had been transferred, though with a rcierv.ition-of the jub rights 
“  of the Rajah”  under tile former fovereign, ju jic . and/»?/«yTequ.ircd that his new fovereign lhouU 
exadt from him 40 or 50 lacks of rupees more than hi.s, rent, or vvreft from him the whole of his Z*- 
mindary l

If kfiice arid policy- were to be the guide of Mr. Haftings’s ndlions upon this occafion, tlu y 
ouciit: 'to have operated more ftrongly than ever in the. Rajah’s/waar. As to the' Itrft, "»ver-e we 
not bound to him "by additional obligations Arid as to the laft, it was Surely .c come more orr 
bite re ft to cement his attachment by gentle treatment, than when he was. only an m y. b oi m ms 
new fituation. had he been, on any future rupture with the Nabob-of Once, from >11 A g e , 1 t- 
duced to take part againft us, we fliould not only have loft the benefit of his a.Inmce, but alio a 
clear annual revenue of upwards of a6o,ocol. per annum.

But wherein did the Rajah’s delinquency coirtift ? not in his want of pnndluahiy in the payment 
of his tribute; this has-never been affirmed, It mull confift then, in his not. complying with tile 
repeated-demands of the Board for a fubfidy, contrary to the exifting engagement* Let it. be ad-

« Vide Governor General’s Narrative. x
t 4 Narrative, Appendix,
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' ' 7,; :Mitted that the Rajah difcharged thefe with that reluctance which, ever attends the liquidation of
•unwarrantable demands,-ydt there was nothing due on any of thefe new demands for mouths 
preceding the Governor General’s journey to Benares.

The demand of 1778 was made in July, and wholly difcharged by tiie roth of OCtober,

That of 1779 was likewi.fe-made in July, ...and wholly difcharged by the at ft-of October; and 
in November the Rajah paid 20,000 rupees for the expence of the detachment fint to enforce this 
demand.

The demand of 1780 was difcharged bv the tSth of O&ober; and whoever reads the charges 
brought again ft the Rajah, as contained in. the Governor, General’s flrft .letter to hiunl; after his 
arrival at Benares, which is printed its the Narrative, tnuft be 'convinced that they were clearly 
refuted by the Rajah’s anfwar.

As. to the third refolutioh of the Court of Directors, it was merely a refolution of f.tft, found
ed on the proceedings of the Bengal Government, in Ju! y 1 775, and went to fhew the independency 
of the Rajah’s ittuatiotl. The following paflage, therefore, iu the Governor General’s letter,- 
feenis utterly unintelligible.

“  I deny that 1 ever required him to keep up a body of 2,000 horfe, contrary to the declara* 
“  tion made to him by the Governor General and Council, on the 5th of July 177$, that there 
*• ill all be no obligation 011 him to do it:.”

It is equally unneceflary to remark .on Mr. Haftings’s denial, refpedting the 4th refolution.—•i" 
This -is Jikewife a refolution of fad!, that the Rajah was regular iri the payment of his tribute, and 
■ what is not denied bv the Governor General. The Court have acknowledged the iovereignty of 
the Coifcpan v over the Rajah in their ad refolution. But, that the Governor General and Coun 
cil had a right to iffde any orders in dire'ii violation of iheatlual agreement fubfijiing with’the Rajah, 
no one who ferioufly fconfiders the nature of that agreement, in all its circumitances, will venture 
to afFert.

*
.But with refpedt to the Inft refolution of the Court of Directors, every one muil join iflue 

with the Governor General, and agree, that from the premifes which have been already -eftah- 
liflied, in the former part of thefc obfervations, “  the terras improper, unwarrantable, and highly 
V . imt-'oihk, are much too gentle; Thc'Jh iff petformanec e/folemn engagements On on.-part, -folk wed 
“  by at>s diretth fm er/ioe of them, and by total difpojkffion on the 'other, Jlatdps on the perpetrator* 
*i of the latter, the guilt of the great J i  pof'blc violation ofjailh and jujlice?

The obfervations on what has fallen front Mr. Mailings, re-fpedling the refolution of the Court 
of Directors' Lift i'pokeii of, mti£t not be dilmifled without a remark on the following paflage in 
the Governor, General’s letter :

C( I deny that Rajah Chcvt Sing was a native prince of India. Cheyt Sing is the fon of a 
xi colfe&or of the revenue of that province, which his arts, and the misfortunes ofhismnfter, 
“  enabled him to convert to a permanent and hereditary poff-.-ffion.”

Though it is no where averted in the.' resolutions of the Court o f Directors, that Cheyt .Ring 
was a  native prwee of India, yet it may not be improper to obferve, that, with regard to Cheyt 
Sing’ s predcCeflbiy Buiwant Sing, who is here called “  a collcC t'n it has already been {hewn, 
that for the powerful military m idance which he afforded the Company in the war with Sujalt 
Dow lab, M r. Mailings was, in 1773, empowered to renew, in behalf of Rajah Cheyt Si tig, the 
itipuhtion which was formerly made with the Vizier in favour of .the father. And in a letter 
from Rajah Shitabroy, which is entered upon the Bengal Confultation of the 21ft of November, 
1764, Buiwant Sing is called, a “  ptrfon of high rank, and the Zemindar of a frontier country?

With refpeft to Cheyt Sing, Mr, Mailings himf.df has called the Zemindary “  his inheritance? 
In the. inftrument printed by the Governor General, 15th of April he is termed “  the great
n Chief Rajah Cheyt 'Sing Behadre? By the inftrudtions to the Refident at Benares, of tiie 24th 
of Aug u ft 1775, be was to he inverted “ with a kellaut in his palace, with all the ufual formali- 
“  ties."’ And by the Refulem’s account of this matter, the pefemony was performed iu all the 
parade of Eaftern magnificence. Hut here another, and a more linking circumltance, may be 
added in proof of the Rajah’s elevated fituation. On the 24th of November 1775, Lieutenant 
Colonel Parker, who had the command of a brigade in the neighbourhood of Benares, acquainted 
General Clavering, that the Rajah had . paid him a vifit, and had made him prefects, “  which,

V o l . IV . 4 s * “  lays
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N'^ l j j^ fay|^e) I Jilt not reject, as it would be looked upon as die greatoft flight I could offer to an 
«  jEf/ftcm Prince.”  This letter was laid before the Council.on the 6th of December. And fo far 
was Mr. Haftings from being difpofed, at that time, to difpute the p n k  which Mr. Parker .thought 
he had among the. Princes of Hiadoftan, that he immediately gave it as his Opinion, “  1 hat net- 
“  ther the Rajah ought to have made the prefents, nor Colonel Parker accepted them, becaufe

they were the pledges and marks of inferiority of the giver to the receiver; and 1 think it'will 
“  he ome both the j/ificc and dignity of this Board, to lay down fuch rules as (hall prevent the.
« Rajah hereafter'from fu bjedling him Rif, or being fu&je&ed to ceremonies- unbecoming his rank 
«  and charaiier." Upon which the Board refolved, that the Rajah fhould pay the firfl vifit to 
none but the GovernorG< aural, the Chief Juft ice, and the members of the Board

Such as are 11 ill doubtful of Cheyt Sing’s elevated Ration, are referred to the 33d and 34th 
pages of M r, Haflings’ s printed letter, where there is as ftrong an implication of his princely rank,
as it is poffible for words to convey.

Wish the fame view of lowering in the eyes of the public the real ftartdard of Cheyt. Sing’s 
•fruation, the Governor General fays, in his printed narrative, “  1 fufpefl that the deeds which' 
h pa fled between him and the Hoard, on the transfer of the Zemimlsry fo the Company, in 1775,
«■  are by many underftood to bear the qrtality and force of a treaty of cptronal conditions 'letvv'eeu

t.jua'l’ Stale.-;. To  inch I reply, that fuch an opinion is itlelf criminal to the State of which he 
« was ,  fuhiedf; and that he was himfelf amenable to its julVice, if he countenanced the belief.
<» He paid no tribute to the Company, but a fixed annual rent, And the.inftruments for his Ze- 
«  mindary were drawn preeifely in the fame form as inftruments of the lame denominations inter- 
« changed with the Zemindars of Bengal.”

As to the animal hum wivcb the Rajah was to pay on account of his Z'em iiulary not being,fo 
he considered in the light of a. tribute,- it is termed fo, with very few exceptions, from one end of 
the records" to the other; in. moil of the letters from the Council to the Court of Directors, winch 
fpeak of the fubjedi,. and even in the G iver nor General's own letter to the Rajah on his inveiti- 
ture.

With regard to his being looked upon as a mere Zemindar, the Refident at the Court of the V i
zier, in a letter written to the Board, the 14th April 177-5, which was previous totheiovereign-ty 
of Benares being veiled in the Company, declared to his Excellency, “  That he mu ft expeit to 
« (be Cheyt Sing nroteefed ; for that he was not to be put on a  fo o tin g  xvhh his other Z em in d a rs.”
Ami in a letter liom the Board to the Refident at Benares, the 30th. May 1 776, it is acknowledged,
«  T h at he is on a v e ry  different fo o tin g  from other Zem indars.”

But a perufal of the following minute of the Bo-ard, will put the matter beyond difpute.

Ccnfultaiion, 4.th September, 1775,

« The Secretary informs the Board, that the funnuds for the Rajah Cheyt Sing being prepared,
“  he circulated the following propofal of the ( ioverhor General for their opinion:

« The- Governor General dire&s me to requeft the opinion of the Board, whether the Potrab,
«  Sunnuti, and C mhiama, for the Zemindary granted to Rajah Cheyt Sing, fhould be figned by 
“  him alone, or by the Hoard; remarking, at the fame time, that it has been cuflomary for .
“  Dnc.nny Suntiuds to receive only the hgnature of the Governor; but he thinks, that as the 
« nature of Me prefent gran’, is a fferent, and may be confidertd more in the light of a t r e a t y ,
« they Jfh. fil be figned by the Board.”

« Agreed, that the Sunnud, Pot tab, and Coulnama, be now figned, and tranfmitted to Mr.
« Francis Ftnvke.”

But to futn up the whole in a few words - In -1765, Bui want Sing, on account of military 
fervices rendered to the Company, was, through tlu-ir means, fecured in the pofleffion of his 
country. In 1770, Cheyt Sing, his Ton and fu'cceflhr, was confirmed in the government of his 
father’s territories, on paying a''fixed tribute, by a treaty executed by the Vizier, declaring the 
terms of it to extend to th e pofrrity of either forty ; under which treaty Mr. Haftings, from motives 
of jtifiice and policy, would not fuffer the Vizier to take, from the Rajah more than the ftipuiated 
fain. In 1773, the former agreement was renewed between the.parties, which, as before, was. 
to extend to their refetfive heirs. To this agreement M r Haitings, on the part of the Britijh 
Government, was the guarantee. In 1775, the iovereignty of Benares was transferred to the

Company;



■ >^C •■ 'l^ompany j ami with a refervstiot* of the juft rights of the Rajah, aud a due1 regard to the actual 
-engagements fubfifting with him, new ftmnuds were iffued in confluence of fundi y retolupicms 
()f°t! e Bengal Counci l, adopted with.a view to the Rajah's independency, thereby eftabiilhmg a 
ftrong barrier to the Company’s provinces. Aifu ranees were at the fame time given to the Rajah 
that no clem a riels of any kimlfliould be made upon him beyond his tribute, and that no one fhould 
be fufferal to dillurb the peace of his country. In. 1778, regardlcfs of former affuranc.es, ami in 
diredf oppofition to the eiiahlifaed policy, an additional.demand was made upon him of hve lacks 
of rupees, on account of the war with France. In 1779, nofwithtlanding his content was tor One 
year only, and his in lifting that he had a promife from "Mr.-Halting*,' that it fhoufo not be re
pealed, and which was not contradioed by him, another demand was made for five lacks more, 
and troops were ordered into bis territories to enforce this demand, the expence of which he was 
obliged to defray. In 1780 the demand was repeated; and ootwithftanding the Rajah had actually 
dilcbarged ail thefeextra demands, and was ever pundual in the payment of his fettled tribute;, 
yet in 1781 Mr. J failings repaired to his capital, with an avowed intention to exact froth him foe 
enormous fum of fifty lacks of rupees, (though the. Rajah, hearing of his intention, had preyioully 
made him an offer of twenty lacks) and in cafe of his retofal, to dtfpoflefshim of his Zemindary. 
He was anefled in his palace at Benares, 'a city held in the higheft veheratioh throughout India. 
His own foldiers overpowered the party which guarded him, and in the confufjoti “  the Rajah 
«  found means to'efcape through a wicket, 'which opened to the nvety and $he banks being ex-- 
■« ceedingiy fteep in that place,’ be let himfelf down by.Hu bans, tied together, into, a boat -wlv.-iv 
a  v as wait in" for him, and conveyed him to- .the oppofite i i m r e S e v e r a l  a&ions aft'-nv.i >.'.s 
took pl-ace between' the troops o f the Company -and thole of the Rajah ; and his feveral forts, to 
which lie had ft d for profoiShon, wer IhcCeffivtly captured by our forces. _ And (according to- 
M r. 1 lofting.) “  the t nee of a fugitive chief in the wilds and mountains would, be little rj:- . 
w g ,rJv !, wbcn'bewss extJkd/rdm the capital of his government, and thejeat of bis collet! mis f  
!,:■  was proferihed by public proclamation; the Range J was conferred on the grand loo of R.nah 
liulwaJit. king, by a daughter mam J  to Bauboo booig.’iejey Sing, and the unfortunate Rajah 
Clvey t Sing fa vJt eith \  "indud !  J  is now s wanderer in Bindoftan!

It only remains to- ob Serve, on the conp'ufion of Mr. II aft tugs’s • letter, where, in the fame 
(pint ot dilobedn.ice to the orders of the Company wh ch has too long chaM&erized his govern
ment, he declares his intended oppofition to any directions which may be given him for the rehab 
ration of Rajah h exyl Sing to the Zemindary of Benares.

Whether fuch a me.ifnre be expedient, or not, will probably be the fubjedl ot future ennhde- 
rationi And as the Company’s a [Fairs are now under the inveftigation of Parliament, it hunt be 
the wilh of every one, that fuch regulations may be formed, and fuch fundamentalI principles 
ftabiuhed, for the future government o f the Company, as will enlure to the native.-, of India, ot 

ail denominations, that fecurity and happmels which they, have a right to enjoy under the mliuence 
of the mild and equitable fpirit oi the Bhtilh Government,

..i;....

E X T T iJ C r i  t f  Court's lAlter to Bengal, dated tin zBtb January, 1784.

Par. 7. \ V e  muft not buffer the Governor General’s letter, relative. to our refolutions about 
C i.eyte: Sing, to be palled over in tllence, wearing, as it does, the appearance of animadveriions 
on the conduit of Ids fuperiors, not to bS juftifieu in his fixation.

8. The Court of Direct ors have not only an undoubted right ,-but their duty calls upon them 
to condemn any tn< afore that (hall appear of a dangerous tendency ; the conduct towards 
Chevte Sing was, in their eye, liable to .ViLioy that confidence fc> neceitn y to be 'pn ferved with 
the country powers; the Coint therefore hoped, by th ir marked disapprobation, to prevent any 
{tens of the like kind in future. After the nffiftaiice which the Rajah had made, no counte
nance could be confidently (hewn him; nor was any tneafuie for his reft oration ever propolcd. 
But whi 1ft the Governor General remains lubjdft to foe orders of the Court of D ir Dors, he. is 
bound to'yield to their, decrees. Therefore as his letter, addreffing them with fuch unguarded 
warmth, ’muft carry with it the appearance of tending to refill tho'e whom it is hisd.uty.tp obey , 
we confide.- him in that refped to have been very blameaWe. However, we turn a fide from this 
difagieeabie fubjeft, toexprefs great approbation at the extraordinary exertions of our Governor

* ■ v Governor General’s Narrative. f  Ditto. + I>*tto.
§ Vide Governor General's Letter.
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N^ ^ r a l  and Council, to counteraft the defigns of our numerous enemies, and to FurnUh fuels 

Cro-c affifunce and fupplies tor the Carnatic, in its wafted and defolate condition. It is to the 
.aHUit ies of our Commander in Chief, whole loft we fincerely lament, aided by your vigilance and 
fupport we owe the prefervation of that country, as the powerful irruptions ot Hyder, ana the 
hoilile meafures of France, had difabled our Governor and Council of Fort St. George from de
fending the poflef&orw of our A lly the Nabob of Arcot.

— -— — - - " ■ ■ ■ B a B H W * * - - ——— -

T o  the Honourable William Hornby, Efquire, Prefident, See. SekuSt Committee at Bombay.

Gentlemen,

O u R  regret at the imFrequency, or perhaps unavoidable interruption of your correfpondencc 
with us upon the affairs of your Prefulency, is proportioned to out anxiety for their piofpeut.y, 
and the critical relation which the condufi of thole affairs now bears to the general untune ci 
Britain in India.

From.the 'Commencement of the Mahratta war this Government, under even a change of opi
nion, had but one line of purfuit, and that was'diredted to peace. T lie dilhnence of opinion ex
tended onto to the ground upon which that peace ihould be eflablifhed and fecuted.  ̂ In the nift 
ftage of the war, the ruling opinion of this Government, diffident either of the principle upon 
which it was begun, or of the force with which you conduced it, interpofed its pacific check.
In the iubfequent and adual ftage of the war, it was the wifli of this Government to enable- you 
t0 condu£t it to an honourable and advantageous termination ; a termination which was connected 
vrith the proper eftahlifliment of the reputation of your arms, and the neceffary exclufion of our 
natural enemies from any footing in your neighbourhood.

It is neither our meaning, nor of prefent utility, to enter into any difeuflion, ot tetioipedl, 
much letsot accufation. T h e  public intereft calls for other meafures; ami thefefhonlcl be the 
union of every fentiroent and every ability to make the heft of our actual fituation, and to i. cure 
the public fafery amidil the attacks of our numerous enemies.

The late pofitive orders o f our employers, in their commands of the n th  of April lad, are, to 
conclude a peace with the Mahrattas at all events, and to carry the war from your coait into 
the dominions of Hyder Ally, the avowed ally of our natural enemies, and the rnoft dangerous
invader of our poffellions.

From the neceflitv of the times, and obvious line o f policy, which di anted theft injunftions 
o f our employers, ^letterwas addrefled to you on the n th  September laid, figned by Lord Ma
cartney Sir Tyre Coote, Sir Edward Hughes, and Mr. John Mucpherfon ; that, letter was trans
mitted through the Mahratta miniftcr at Poonafi, and it was left to their pleafure to forward it 
or not, as they adapted the conditions upon winch it was to claim your attention, i:

In CVlob t  laft, we addrefled to you a letter through the communication of our Governor Ge
neral, who was then at Benares, and whom we veiled with the fulleft powers of tins Government 
to correipond with you upon the lubjedt of a peace to be concluded with the Admmufration at
Foonah.

Conies of the joint letter from Fort St. George of the f i t hof  September 1 a ft~ p f thi letter 
upon the fame occafton to the Pefhw ah-of the letter from the Court of Directors m A p n lla ft-j 
- iul of our letter to the Governor ( f neral in October, and of that aadreffed by us to you through 
him,'as well as of Ids inffraftiom to Mr, Anderfon, who is appointed M,miter Umpotentury 
•upon tte part of this Government to Boonah, go numbers witn tilts tetter.

The nurpofc and objeft of thofe refpedtive papers is clear and definitive. We communicate 
then to J .  to imprefs more forcibly, if poffihle, upon your minds the general w,in, both here 
and at home, to  conclude a peace with the Mahrattas, and profecOte the war more v.goroufly 
'Vgainft Hyder'Ally. The feparate peace which has beep concluded with Scindta will certainly 
if, ilitnteboth thofe L ijefls: but the full objeft is become daily more mterefting, as experience 
convinces us that no military efforts from the coaft of Coromandel can repel Hyder from the Car-
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Fiattc, vvliile that country can nFfbr.l no fuhfiftruce to our army, and -w#c the enemy has u;r 
difturbed fupplfcs from bis own extenfive dominions in his rear.

In this fuuation, n ,t all the provisos and extra revenue and credit which this Govern meat 
is able-to i apply can do more, even when we command the lea,; than iuhiiil M a i %  «P-m Ul~ 
cor.ft of Coroinrmdei, and enable it to march through the deiolated tradls ol the Camatic, to 
meet the enemy where he chuies to (land, and relieve thole interior fortrefles, which, fhmnd they 
once fall under the dominion of Hyder, would advance the iunus ot his empire aanol, to die 
walls of Fort St. George.

Our enemy may now he faid to intorpofe the Carnatic as a defart between him and our v- ir  
cean.ee from that quarter, with the advantage upon nb part of keeping us conimaa! y in me hr ■ 
without our having the power to improve our fixation, even when we d feat turn; but wphtots 
momentous difadvantage upon our fide, that while we are thus hunted upon the co ill of Coro
mandel, our European enemies may, if they come in fuper.or naval force, unite wtt.i Hvec-r, to 
ilarve us out of our ftrongeft bold ,n the. country, is.there no cxtncnion irom t.usm emir i •
W e  truft (there'is.; nor does there feeni to.be a moment to lore to decide about tbenece.m!y a i r 
fares for.this important end.

It is .obvious to the plaineft judgment, that the firft neceflary fhp to the relief o f the Cirn.at ic 
mu ft be an interruption to thefe fupplies which enable Hyder Ah to keep the field «■■■<nun 
decided advantages. The quere thin is, Whether it is moll expedient to leave our poibni t.w 
Cinnric umirott-Ged, and. while we are iu.penor .at .lea, to embark otu troop, tioin L o.t , t. 
George to invade Hyder upon his own coatt? or fuppoiing it /hould be found i r o p ' £
( ffecl a peace with the Mahrattas by arty formal ftipiffations, tan you i.iou.il rclm j-i <• - ~
countries upon the comment that you cannot maintain if a COnlC,eraMe part of your army >* 
withdrawn; and,, that aftergarrifoiling Bombay and other po-iseneTuall), t.ut you 
the remainder of your forces, make an exertion againft Hyder an  where he is moJf vulner. ,
in his own dominions?

]n a political {iteration, fuel, as we arc in at’prefenh it is often necelRiry, without vHdimr 'o 
any dependence, .to have in vifew the worft turn that affairs may Be likely to, or can pmun) take, 
in order to be prepared for the event.

I et us then fuppofe that every advance we make to peace with the MaJtfafta ad mi.nil Hat ion 
ft all only tendtoraife their demands, anil encourage their mfolence: that Uiev may —  y 
S o n T w L h  we cannot in honour accede to; and that while Rngoba is. m any fhap* unde. ou 

S  or the adminillration th.icfirft efpouled his caufe cu u r n *  
it  i ooin may not think thcmfelves fure in any pea ;e that .our prelent neceflitics may tt.cl .te.

i et us furmofe farther, that any connexion with either, or even their hopes from the aid of 
Fran%, may ‘Wourage them to look beyond the recovery of thole polldhom wlnc.t they have 
loft in the war ; and, in a word, that neither our management m nc oenmon, o: the ‘ears • 
our referrtinent, can obtain for us an immediate peace with Poona :;m»der theie fuppo 
moft unfavourable that can be advanced, it is of moment to determine, whethei o.n withdraw n, 
from the Mahratta war, under the reputable cover of orders from home, is not preferable to the 
caTvineit on fed,ly,-while a war, not of comp,eft, hut of fdlf-c efface, prefteF hard upon
the oxftlence of our influence in a quarter where, if the influence is loft, it cannot be-eUfdy re
gained as in your neighbourhood.

T o  fuppofe that this Proficiency, orthc p i t i e s  of the Company, can fuppftrt the h.hihratla 
war lb as'by conqueft (at the cxpence General Goddard has hatep) tociToice a p...iv, am < 
thM'ame time defray the expences- of the d fenfive war in the Carnatic, is to htpn# an .mpolh- 
biJiry, and under viftonary hopes to embrace a fyfteth that would enevitabiy .udang r ad our
pofleflions in India.

I f  this pofttion then is true, it follows clearly, that if we cannot efffea an 
with the adminiftration of Poona, we ought, in prudence, and mdep ndent even of the 
of oar employers, to defift from 'the .Mahratta conteft at all events, and turn otu .olelo.ec
againft Hyder.

The foliA principle upon which fuch a determination becomes neceflary, is this t lfth  Camatic 
Is loft, our enemies muft he immoveably eHabliHv;-cl thu.-re, and
government are afterwards expofed, notwituftandmg their natund ... i , y» .........  f  ^
V o i .  i v .  4 1  - a
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aiv enemy moil advantageonlly fitnated; an enemy that might then choole its feafon of attack, 
if  Superior at: jjca, or fuccefsful in railing enemies upon our weftem and northern fron
tiers.

Whereas, i f  every place and pofieffion dependent on the island o f Bombay was loft, future 
efforts, Supported from the Carnatic and this country, might regain 'them at any favourable 
cribs.

We have thus, gentlemen, we hope, with attentive and unprofuming difcuffion, gone over 
the ground of a very interefting alternative, which prefeats itfelf in our prefent involved 
lituation.

Prepared for every difappointment that can happen in the prefent general hofUlity that is 
armed agajnft us, we willi to avoid delulive iyftems of hope; but we are fortified againft either 
defpondence, or an undignified and timid purfuit of peace.

I-rom a (eperate letter we addrefs you, it will appear, that we are anxious to have an exa £1 
fl.u? of your debts, of your actual refources and difburfemetits, and likewife of your probable 
refources and difburfeinents for the enfuihg year,, with the heft eftimate you can fend us of the 
inveftment you mean to fend home to the Company, and an account of the bills you have 
drawn upon them. We have requeued the fame information from the Presidency of Fort 
fit. George. .

Vi Ha tbefe lights before us, and a view of our own refources and neceflary difburfeinents, we 
ftiail have a pretty juft idea of the faculties which the Company poflefies, to carry On the conceit's 
in which they are engaged.

Confident that our zeal, if not our management, ihall entitle us to the fair opinion of our 
country, and refolved rigidly to retrench every poflible expence that can he faved, -confident with 
the molt vigorous, fyftetn of carrying on unavoidable branches of the war, we Ihall have no ap- 
prebenfion of wanting refources, while the property of our fellow fuhje&s in this country, and 
the credit not only of our immediate employers, but of the power that conftituted our prefent 
authority, can command finance.

The obj«a that is at flake is the prefervation of India to Great Britain, with thofe cotifequent 
advantages, which the Afiatic dominions of the Hate may hereafter be capacitated to refund for 
the relief of the whole empire.

In the exertions to maintain fo valuable a branch of the Empire, a great and enlightened nation 
will foon diferiminate the merit of real fervices, from either the parade of qffe£tel zeal, or that 
cold referve of duty which hedges itfelf within the letter of orders, while public ruin Is accu
mulating.

Pemit us to hope, Gentlemen* That, fenfible of the genera! danger, and animated with a 
conlequent zeal, you will affift us cordially in the great objedt which we have thus varioufly 
ftated to you, that of efh-ding, either by a dsfenfive fyftem with the Mahrattas, and an offenfive 
plan of operation againft Hyder, the effortial purpoles of a peace with the former, and a war 
with the latter*

,4 4 Should Major General Meadows (who deferves fo well of the Company in particular* and of 
his country in general, for -refolving to come to the relief of India) arrive upon your coaft, you 
will find him very able and Willing to co-operate with you upon this fyftem; am! fhoxikl any 
untoward accident prevent the ipeedy and fafe arrival o f Mr. Anderfon at Poonah, you and 
General Goddard  ̂will pleafe to perufe moll attentively along with this letter, the Governor 
Genera! s inftrudlions to Mr. Andcrfon, as well as the inftrudlions to Mr, Chapman, who is 
deputed to Nagpoor, you will then comprehend fully the decided and united wiihes and refo- 
1 utiorrs of this government,

( V °o  will offerve particularly, that the Governor General’s inflnidions go to a Ceffion. of ail 
that can be yielded fo r  pyte. I o deliver up R agoba, or annul our treaty witli Putty Sing, he 
juftly confiders as conditions that cannot be granted, for the public dishonour which fuch acts 
would ftamp upon our national character, An Aflmt to have fuch a difhonour connefled with 
the reputation of English Councils, would be weaknefs, and that: weaknefs would oci afion new 
and unan [wetable demands. .But it is the addrefs of negociation, and the vvifdom of -Hates to «•
contrive, in difficulties iuch as thefe, a remedy that may obviate the emharnifTment, and yet

c pveferve
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•prcfrrTC every neceflbry dignity of proceeding. From General Goddard', letter to your Boanl
i.o .n  butar. m September la.fr, it appears tout Ragoba was in iq»arate negotiation with the 
ninn lers of I  oonnh for a maintenance to hmifelf, and he has upon many former ccfiafions fhe#n
* 7 1. to .leave y®u* . J M .e 7 fiies net only be permitted, but indulged and encouraged,
ant >n_that event, the ©bftacle removes itfeif. 1 he concJndt of Futty Sina'rauft be fin<nihrV 
meritorious as a  native ally, d occafionsdo-not occur where the annulling of H e treaty would'not 
be his own a& and deed. In ». wot.d,. Gentlemen, when the wifhes -of a. government -eorrefbmfo 
•forcibly with the pub!re neceffiry, d.fficulties fuch as thefe we have fuppo ld  are made to vm hh  
m d ,n the queftmn we have -l«w drfcuifcd, there is one evident and relieving alternative which 
we have* already hated a M m  five Wlmqulfcment of the Mahratta conteU upon your foie o f 
inuta, which is m a manner tantamount to a peace with them by any formal furrenderof ait
m j V W f  ap,'1'v U'i0nSi ■ ?® r let US be 0  this alternative, from f ife  ideas
ceU .ve to .hole reflections winch may m general he thrown out regarding the fupM&d ririf- 
fortunes, sr»fro.w)a.geniesits, and Ioffes tsf this war flom the beginning.

Were we cl ii pa fed to enter into foch difcuiTions, obfervations might not be found wantin'*1 to fl- 
that good as welI as evil-coaiequences have followed from the war. One •confeguence has 'we 
hope, certainly foi .owed, and which is of infinite importance; that is, the tranquillity of thefe 
•provinces from Mahratta umi.-on, maintaining during -the war, and probably fecured m  M m -  
irom  the nnprefficws Which our afoas have made in the heart ef Hindoftan. '

In the •preceding view of tins qtteftion, it cannot efcape you, that we have fnppofed the meft 
mniavoucabie potable turn to the-wegociation. * W e have donefo purpofely to leave no room for » 
miicqncepnon of cur wifhes; a$*d that you fliould be prepare! to adapt your meafures to the 
general lyftem, tri the worft event ©f the M ahratta negociation. O ur real hopes are, that our 
Governor General fhall, before this letter arrives at Bombay, have concluded not only a peace 
with the Foonah admimrtratioti, but have arranged with them a treaty ofFenfive aoafoft Hvder.
H e  k , w  that The mmtfters at Poonah have vxhtfufted their t res fores in  the Continuance of the 
war : 1 iiat it ass-been a moft rsfraou-s war to their whole general fyliem of controuJ over the re 
venues of Indi i : But the Mahratta Empire is now broken, and we trull for ever, into fep.o-.ite 
hates; and theyhave luffered fo much in the difpute, that they will avoid war with ws in future 
;lli“ . at .i-s more eliential, he fo deterred from any European cormedtion, that our natural 

■enemies muft .remain -excluded from any alliance with them that could be hurtful to oar pof-

T o avoid the e vils which we apprehend from a continuance o f the M ahratta War. in ow  
prelent Iituation with other enemies, and to avail ourfelves of every advantage that «-oti' co-opt^. 
•ration can give to the general fyftem of affairs, is the .ardent o % a  of this full and -candid aA- 
ereT; as well as to obviate every poffibfe eiwbarrafGnent that may be created by a diferoace ©£ 
opinion, or a reference to what is part, again!! our prefer,! operations.

W e tm ft that our labour is not in vain, and that what is-didated by a moil anxious *eal for 
the  general rehef of our affairs, will not be-perverted to any little pu-epofo of remark, but carry 
an enecrual atriptedion to your councils.- , * *

W e ‘oHfer-ve to you, more for the fafee of that form which candour requires, than from aBy 
-poffible apprehenfion, that we fhall have occafion to difprove of your future mea fores, or find 
fault with your uu& vity , that we are muninwufly and unalterably refolved to exert everv m 
thorny of this government to  enforce a correfpondence of political fyftem in all the Prefideaci.es 
and upon the Inundation of the Company’s orders; .nor, fo cafe of evident failure or nm]v& in 
any branch, proceeding fuff,dent. Before that power to  which we wifh
our own conduit th bo fufoulted, and which eitabltfhed our controlling authority, we are 2  
termined to hold forth, under foecul aocufation, whatever -coiidua m ay in ^ iir  oninion merit to

Happy fhail we be, on the other hand, to have occafion rtf m aking to  the notice of the Com- 
pany and mir country, thofe mcafures which may reflect lufire upon the dil'charge of the Iraft 

•with winch you are veftdl, and which, in the prefent moft interefting fitnatio,, « f fhe 
flare muft, m the lenfibihty connefleti with a confdous fidelity .and eeaL convey a gratification 
beytfott every .other advantage that fituation -canobtain or bellow.

W e have, &c,
Fort William, • *

26th December i.jSu (Signed) Governor General and Council.
* Signed by Mr. Whcler and Mr, Macpherfon,

7 ,7  > C O  B Y
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C O P Y  of the Minute of the Court of Directors, conveying their 

Unanimous Thanks to Mr. Haffings, on the the 28th of J  une 1785.

* ]f  HE Court being' informed that Warren Haftings, Eiquire, late Governor General of 
Bengal, was attending, in order to be introduced to the Court;

It was moved, and, on the cjuellion,

Kr.OLv.ED U nanimously, That the Chairman be directed, in the name of the Court, to 
congratulate Governor Mattings on his ikfe arrival, and to return him the thanks of this 
Court, for the long, faithful,, and able fervices he had rendered the Company,

M; - Haftings being then introduced,

The Chairman addrelfed him to the purport: of the above refolution.

24(. HMnngs expreffed his happinefs, in having for his uniform endeavours to promote the 
Company’s interefts been thus amply rewarded, by the diftingaiihed honour ndw conferred ore 
Slimaiid then withdrew, / ,

Taft India Hfonfe, A  tree Copy,
the goth' March 1786.

*'■ T H O M A S  M O R T O N ,
Secretary.

E N D  O F  T H E  F O U R T H  V O L U M E .
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