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Daces - '  ‘ ■29’ 12? ‘  j * ° ,C^  3 . %

Dinagcpore - - • *>».“ * '  " * ! « « * *  * '  " ' 2'° =’74‘ ‘  ' * ? ..........  ^
■ M o o t ™  .  - . >4,34,936 - - - 4,82,619 - - - 2,00,000 - - - ‘  * *
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Subah Behar -  * Ij2/} 32  * '  V 10,040 - - -
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H Fort William, 25 July *778- Errors “ cepted*
(Signed C H A R L E S  C R O F T  ES*
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Total of the kiitbufttleS, for 4 m6nth.s; or from Auguft to Decent
b“r 1/77 —  ~~ —• Ka 97,30,416 to fi x

Deduct: total of charges civil and military, and advance account
mvellment  ̂ -"**■- - ; n.*? y  ̂r't o o O

, Overplus, Rupees j £0,12,965 10 6 1

Add Receipts from Cheyt Sing. jj . 1

4 M>is, at 1,85,145. 6. 9 per M °, is — $ 1 R • 7,40,581 u  o 0! 
t)°, Board of Culloms, eltimated at what was. "re

ceive! from tlieuce in the 4 moo.t.hs of lull: year 3,50,060 O o o 
D°, Sea Culloms — . *— 60,000 o o o!
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Sicca Rupees — 61,63,547 5 6 1

Or CurF Rupees *— 7 r,4c),7 14. 14 5 Pice*

Fort William, 25 Ju ly 1778.

IdTrars excepted,)

C H A II L  E S C R O F T  E S,
Accomptant General to the Revenue Department.

The G overnor, General having alio. Cent in the following minute, it was circulated.

Mr. Franck has'nffigned two dHlinQ: motives for .his propolal of opening, the Company s 
treafurv for a loan oi 50 lacks of current rupees, at an intereft of 5 per cent. f| irlt> to iecure 
■ a .provi'fidn. again It a' deRciency in oar ordinary fuppli'egJ Secondly, to attorn a vs.sct to trtft 
■ wealthy inhabitants, who, for- want of inch a iecurity tor their pecie, mig.it oe meuce to 
focrete "ft, The other nSafons enumerated by Mr. Francis depending on bseie, .1 lha.l not v ,>.> ■■ 
lately examine them.

In .the fuff place if. appears to me, that Mr. Frauds has been milled in his computation of our 
Ttiui rnernis,■ by fomfmg it intirely on the amount m our treaturies at the Prelu ency, vviuoat 
4,iking any notice of' .the'b.vlances in the provincial trealunes, and in the <-t itt ppaitimav s,jin 
which thev con dilute. or at lead ought to conftitute, as much a part of our preferir affets as it 
they wore"'sill depofited n rhfe principal tttafuries. But this error has been Jo ably rectified by 
Fir. Bar well, that it i urmeesffary for me to add any thing to his observations. I Ihaii rake up 
the fubje& in'another point- of light, and in that in which alone it can, according to m y t.on * p 

•ceptioii of it, be reeulariv viewed, or indeed witlioht involving it m infinite tnti racy, 
debate upon the means of the adhul hoar mull be continually varying, ami the conclulions upon 
a, even while they are forming, fall died by the diffsre.u c between the real and crtmuied amoutu 
ci each day’s receipts and dhburfeinents,

1 {hall therefore confid« the fobjeft in its relation, not to a partial period, but to the whole 
year,.and ihsw that inllyad of-the dc icienoy which Mr. Francis appiehencs, we i...urn 
large fkp'plv of caili at the end of it, and that therefore any addition man. to it jy a *oan. w» . 
not only.' f«bie$ the Company -o an vmnccefFary lofs of 2 t lacks of rupees, but cc up 1 
greater part of the amount-Gobi circulation, into which it w-’.uld probably no t sov/n *-y tu-
u.hial means employed ’ny'individuals, of employing their money to advantage.

Vol. V. * 3B 4'Vd ‘ ^ avS
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I have annexed to this minute, a copy of the eftimate formed by out accountant of the pro
vable receipts n d • difbsurfements for the whole year. Having careful! y examined the fever a l 
ait ides on each fide o f the account, 1 fee- no caufe to doubt the accuracy o f my of them; hut 
as fevcral order.-: have lately been palled, which will produce a co.rffide.rab.le addition to the ex- 
peri... . of the yen', exchi five o f thofe Rated in the eftimate, I  ftull Hate tbefe kvgrehs iutni, 
eiti mated beyond my belief .of their probable amount, which, deducted from the balance of the 
■ eftimate, vydJ ibww the probable fam in advance at the end of the year.

I  fhall iirft infer.t the balance annexed eftimate, being the fuppofed 
fum which will remain, after deducting all the probable ditburle- 
sneRts from our expected refources, on the 30th April 1779 2,35,60,000

1 . Extraordinrry difburferaeuts not provided for by the eftimate*
6 Battalions .of Sepoys —- — Lacks jo

3, RefoUttiou and Charlotte —<• —1 —| 5
.4 , j\( a tine *— —• —- —  5 '
ij. V icL; all trig ftores —• —-<■ *— 2
6. Stores r.f the works — — —• 2 $
7, .'Native. Artillery *— —- ■— 1 f
§, Additional Mi!itja Sepoys *«•»' —  *— 1 1

•*9, Oliver contingencies — . t  —  2 f

30,00,000

Corre6ltld balance on the 30th April 1779 —  _ 05,60,000

It  is my belief that the real expends will not exceed one half ol the. fum at which I have efti- 
Sjuited them for the period of tiqie for wliich they are calculated; hut even if they be taken 
much higher, the expended balance will be at lead two crores of rupees, a lam excluding every 
•idea of diftrefs, and o f  the •confequent neceffity of borrowing money to relieve it.

I  now come to the Lift argument,, namely, the relief which it will afford the wealthy indivi- 
■ dnals, who -might other wife be induced to lecrete their wealth. To. this I reply, that the Com
pany’s treafury is always open for depoftts;. and there is no doubt that thofe who would wfth.to 
avail theuilolvcp offvtch fecurity for their property,' would, not; wait for the .profit of 5. per cent, 
as an inducement, if their only alternative was to.entruft it to. the faith and euftody of Govt rn- 
ment without, interefl. or to fecrete it; and conceal - it with equal lofs of intere.fi for i t ; they have, 
older niehns ofenudoying thor money with an inte.reft, or any other advantage on it; this, as 1 
have before obferved, .-'would be an obje&ion. to the receipt-of it in the Company’s treafury, as 
,st would then he dead, inftead of being profttabiy given to circulation.

But in diic offing this laft 'motive, it may be proper to attend to a point on. which I am not 
Sufficiently well informed.: It ftioukl firft be known, whether the native merchants are deftfous 
fhemidlvea of lending money to the Company, on the conditions, propofed by Mr. Francis- In 
n y  opinion, the propofttiott flidiiftl come from them; if precipitately, from us, it would probably, 
at tMkumc, dccahoii an alarm, or convey an. "unpxeffion unfavourable to our credit.

^Signed)  ̂ W  A II R E N  H A  S T  I U G S. ' '
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3 0 ^  April 2778. * General department.

General Department* CivA Charges, a^|n i j ’j j - Z  * ^ ,0 0 ^ 0 0  - «

£ -U ?, bv siliffiats . * ■  * ’  J?V m *ffe w » A e « m y  S5,oc,ooC - -
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B « ' i  id per Ct. - S.ooo^oco - ,  .—------ — i ;oo,oc,cno - i

Commercial department .  ,  0 ® '■ o-ooo - - Marine -  5,00,00© -  -
* ii-jQ^OOO - - __
^  -  , „  . , —  -■ —------- 2, I j ,  So, 000 - 1 o33,oo,ooo .
To Receipts expensed in *-778* | >

r  ' Difburfetiieni^, ai m 2 ©
Genera, department. Charges .  46,41,000

., Stipends and allowance a »9«?5*80o - -
4,60,000 - -
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Receipts o f Revenue in ,777 % Riace ia 177S-9. —

Batts j 6 per Ct. .  . - ,4 4 e o , - t  - -  ; Account Oenofits - ^  „
* ¥ * * * »  -  '  0 Mayor's CourtdMo - . * ;
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COPY of a Letter to the Vizer, written 2d April 1778,

To the Vizier: >—W’xitten 3d April 1778. •

I H  A V E  received information, through a variety of channels, of feveral msafures adopt'd by 
your Excellency refpedting th two Bheguros, and others, of a nature which have a tendency to 
•difiw reproach on your Government, and to leifen your credit in the eyes of the world Thefe 
have likevvife been.confirmed by letters from Mr. Middleton, and by the general voice of iheie 

■ wild have been in your Excellency’s dominions, who concur in reporting that the Emily of the 
late Nabob are reduced to fo great diftrefs as to be even in want of the common heceffaries of 
life.

It is not without the deepeft regret that I find myfelf wilder theneceffity of interfering in mat
ters ot fo delicate a nature, yet the friendihip I bear to your Excellency, and the honour o£*»ny 
employers, whole connexion with you is iuch,thai. every add of your Government, which either 
encreafes or diminishes your reputation, aftk&s' theirs in the fame manner, obliges me to point 
them out to you, and to give you my fentiments thereon, with the leafl relerve.

In the firft place the. Bhegum your grandmother complains, that your Excellency has deprived 
her of tiie allowance eftablilfod by the late Nabob for the maintenance of the family he left be
hind him, and have refumed the jagheirs and and emoluments -of all her Servants, and immediate 
dependant's; That you have made -’no fuitable provifioft for the Nabob’s women and .children, and 
•entirely negledfed their education : 1  hat you fuff your favourites to infringe her rights, and t<* 
infult your relationsand inftead of giving them redrefs, that you appear to connive at and 
fccretly encourage them in fuch conduft, by which means (lie is fubje&ed ta the greateft mortifi
cations and indignities. Thefe are the grievances complained of by the Alleah Bheguni your 
grandmother—thofe alledged by Bhow- Bhegum, your mother, are of a fimilar nature, of un 
kind treatment from you, and your withholding from her certain jagheirs-and rights which lh> is 
entitled to by the gift of the late Nabob. Another infiance which I cannot omit is what is al - 
lodged o f your cbnfiuSt relative to the late Nabob Sheer J.ung, who being related to your family, 
and having, from his attachment to the late Nabob Sujah ill Dowlah, been liberally fupported by 
him, feeins to have deferved better treatment at your hands ; yet I am informed that, not con
tented with retiming in his life time the grants made to him by your late father, you, on his 

, s.fceafe, ordered his property and private eftate to be feized, and appropriating it to your ov, n 
safe, deprived his family of fupport, and did not even leave to his ft tends the means of conveying 
the corps of the deceafed t6 Lucknow. . *

Although, from the knowledge I have of the humanity of your Excellency’s difpofition, I 
am convinced that thefe reports have been exaggerated, yet they are of fuch a nature as to afiffil: 
your Highneis, too tenderly to be luifeied to exift. While appearances remain, the world who 
me guided by them, will exclaim againft them as real fafts, and cenfure your conduct, As the 
dictates o f nature are (uppofed to influence relations to feck fupport from each other, in prefer
ence to ft rangers, and as women particularly look for protection irons their relations of the 
Other fine who poiTeis the power, it will be conceived that no confideratiori, hut the experience 
of the moft unkind and mortifying treatment, -cotdd induce them to withdraw themft-ives fom  
your Excellency’s dominions. • .

The duty of children towards parents is enjoined by all Jaws, and the breach of it condemned 
by ail nations; this is a general obligation which is binding on all mankind; but the iihovy

Bhegum,
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Bhepum, exclufive of'her maternal right, has a particular claim to your Excellency’ s attention, 
ami kindnefs, as you owe to her interceffions with the late Nabob, not only your elevation to 
■ your ptcfent greatnefs, but Kill a more valuable Welling,

I neetl not point out to your Excellency the example of your father, whole whole comh>£l to 
ithe Bhegutos was-not-only marked with kmtlnefs and refpeft, but with bounty, in the eltahlifh- 
:mept of a bandfome praviftori' for -them. It is incumbent on youi 'Excellency to imitate him, 
and by theobfervation o f fuch a conduit as your duty requires, to remove every unftvourable im
putation, to .conciliate.the good opinion of the world, and, in Oiort, to confiitute yourfelf a 
{pattern to others.

The Bhow Bhegmn has a public title to my interpofitipn for the' due maintenance of all the 
.rights which lbe poffeffes in virtue, of the treaty executed between your Excellency and her, as 
M r. Briftow, at your requeft, pledged the .honour of the Company for the performance of it:; I 
..am therefore compelled," not only to folicit hut to require, by the right o f the guarantee, that 
-you do not, either direaiy or iadiredUjy deviate from the treaty, bat fulfil b  in every in- 
."fiance.

Before I  conclude this fubje<a, permit me.to fogged feme obfervations on the afL iro f the late 
Nabob Sheer Jung, which, although of a more private nature than the preceding, yet as th r fa -  
Ibili t y of every Government depends greatly on the attachment and coniki imp roiled on the
fubjedls by the equity and moderation of the ruler, 1 mu ft recommend to your Excellency in the- 
ftrerwei! terms, to -reverfe the resolution vou have taken to the. prejudice o f this family, stud to 
abftain from every a& in future, b y which individuals maybe aggrieved, and. the affedions of yout 
fubie&s alienated.—I have explained myfelf njore fully on theleteveral fubjeAa to Mr. Middle- 
ton to whom I beg leave to refer yon.

I fflaft add, on rr.y own part, that J'.do exped your compliance on all thefe points. When I  
addrefs you in my own cjiara&er, 1  know that, confidering me as ethff friend of your confidence, 
you will reply with the franknefs and unreferve -of a f  iend, nor ought 1. to be offended if my ad
vice {ball failin' it entire effect; but the fent-iments which I now ofer are not only ray own, it. is 
sthe'collective body of this Government, which fpeaks to you through me; andyouf own pru
dence will fugged to you that fuch a voice ought hot to be heard in .vain,

C O P Y  Letter from the Governor General to the Vizier, and to Hyder 
* Beg Khan, dated 26th April 1780, relative to the appointment of Co

lonel Plan nay to the fupcrin tendance of Goruckpore,

T o  the Nabob Vizier ; Written 26th April 17 8 a

I  H A V E  learned with very great fatisfa&ion, that your Excellency has been -pteafed to reftore 
to Ma-or Hannay the charge of fupejintending the diftrias of Goruckpore, &c. wita which 

vou formerly invefted him, I efteem this a mark of your attention to my original recommen
dation of Major Hannay; and from the abilities, integrity, and zeal tor your fcrvice which I 
Ucnowlie pofleffes, .‘I  am'perfuaded.your Excellency will have nocauie’to repent .he a^pointravm. 
you have given him. In order, however, that the intention of this appointment uw ^no^oe 

Vet. V*. . 5- V . ' u! v



A l > 5 ^ V \  . ; • ' n

!C | | / ( >94 ) |3M
defeated, -mid Hurt the-Major -may itotbe deprives! of the-means of accompfilbing the ferric# 

'cxpt£le<i from him, it is Kdifpenfobly necdfrry, that your Excellency fliould not only give him 
due authority and 1'upport, but that you fhnuild alio convince him, as well as the imtftediat* 
rulers of the country lie has to fupet intend, and above all the people about your own perfon 
•and Court, that you place an implicit faith, and confidence in his r,eal for your fervtce, and 
will not fuller any perfon whatever to obftruct or thwart him in the execution o f it. This i* 
fo obvioufiy neceffary, that I truft it is your Excellency’s firm intention to do fo; and it Will 
he the certain means of obviating thofe difficulties and vexatious obftacles, which I  u n d erfill, 
and have every reafon to believe, were oppofed to the Major’s endeavours, when he.was before 
-employed by your Excellency in that country, to the great detriment of your fervid* and 
Government.

So long as your Excellency obferves that line of conduEt towards'"Major Hannay, I foali be 
•very happv to hear of his continuance in the office wherein you have placed him ; brcaule I am 
convinced Iris labours will be at tended with rile moft falutary effe&s-to your Government, ttM 
that degree of credit and reputation fo hirnfelf, which, 1 always flattered,' would refult from my 
compliance with your Excellency’s fir 11 requifition of his lervices.

It is not my Attention to force, or even to influence your Excellency’s inclinations with refpedf 
‘to employing; Major Han nay: whatever may be tny withes on this head, l  do not deli re they 
Should coatiroui. you'r’s. The turn of Major Hamjay’s %  vices depend on your Excellency’s 
■ pfefuffi; all I ihall contend for is, that while he is employed -’by your 'Excellency, be be 
employed in fuch a manner, as not to bring difgrace on his .own eharaae'r, or dtlcredk On my 
recommendation.-—This is certainly what 1 have a right to exp eftan d  l think it. necafary;
•to declare to your Excellency, that voids'it is-con-, plied' with, it will become my duty to recall 
Major Hannay altogether from your fervice. The perfonal regard I have for hint will not 
•fuller me to continue him in any fituatkm where he is luhiedt to unbecoming treatments; artd 
I flunk nrac-h too highly of his abilities, to ooufeut to their -being thrown away in an ulelefis 
purfuit.

■ You,? "Excellency will not eonficbr this letter as written in coiifequc-nce of any raprdentniion 
Nfrona Major Eiaamay: IT- is not acquainted with my writing I t ;  and the tenor of al! the letters?
•have received ffom him fince his re-appointment to his former charge,, would encourage me ><> 
believe your Excellency had determined to pur Sue that line - of condYicl 'towards him, which I 
have now taken the liberty to recommend. But Major Hannay mu ft expert to meet with 

-powerful oppofition among the dependants of your Court, who will naturally view his appoint
ment, and the confidence you may fee inclined to repofe in him, with jealoufy and ditgufl; and 
rheir nioft artful infmuations will ever be-employed to bias you.r judgment, and betray you into 
their interefteJ views. This, 1 dm perfuaded, was the principal loitrce of all the .vexation and 
•diiappointment which the Major experienced in his former endeavours to promote your Excel
lency’s fervice; and it is the defile I have to guard you againil fuch incendiary delights in fit- 
-•? that has induced me to give you this early declaration of -my fentiments and expeditions 
•on Major H-aanay’s appointment.

:■ yj;,V'.;T- #

T o  Hvder Beg Khan : Written a&fh April 178 a .

Having been informed that the Vivier has been pleafed to reftore Major Hannay to the offisp 
o f  iup.erinteiuiing the diilritSb to the riverGogra, 1 have thought it .neceffary to write to Tits 
Excellency, dignifying mv fentiments and exportations in.,regard to the Major’s appointment.

As. you L r e  a principal .(hare, in conducing the. affairs of the Nabob, and ceuffeqviently an 
influence with him, I enclote you a copy o f a letter to his 'Excellency on the-above i'bbjeEl, 
that you m;vy alfo *be clearly informed of rnydentimeiitsatrid willies : -Anari:; it -milt appear to ' 
■ every-man,of underltanding and difeermnent that ! hitv'erecrimfirentied' nothing but what tends 
to promote the irip-reft'of the Nabob’s Government, ifdb-expeiS ffom you rcriilling and hearty 
•exertion .of al! your endeavour's to rerider thy recOmhtemlaHibn cffraSifalj You-ntoiUbe -well-.ac
quainted with the regard I' bear Major Hannay;; and!ytra- may;feehtffured that Irik d !f corafider 
,«every a£l of kindnefs to hint as a teftimony of your attention to me,

C O P Y
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■COPiT of Letter from the Governor General to  Rajah Choyt Sing*
.dated 17th January, V Bk  '

T o Rajah Chyt Sing*—•Written -i.yth January 178 1.

'3, Frequentreprafentatiofts having'heen made to rne of the want o f punctuality in the pay- . 
•merit of your Malguzary, that part more particularly which is affigned for the dilburfement of 
Seidut Ally Khan’s falary; and it having at this time, more than any other, a had and fufpicioui 

.appearance; I do peremptorily-order, That all arrears, of whatfoever kind, be paid within 24 
-hours after the receipt of this Perwanna, or you muff expedl that bad canfeguences .will 
i follow.

. a

COPIES of Letters from the Reficfent at Benares to the Governor General 
and Council, dated the yth of December 1780, and the i j th  Day of 
January iyg,i,

’E  X  T i l  A C T  of Bengal General CcmMtatiibns, 14th December - 7 80. 

i \ E  A Q  the following fetter from the Refideitt at Ifenraresf

'To the Honourable ’W arpp Hailing®, Governor -Generals- &c. ' Supfeme Council of Lost
-VVtiliatn.

Honourable'Sir, and Sii;s,

ThaVe hfetev-nth. the honour to fend'you twelve bills of exchange, for the fnm of Calcutta 
Ticca rupees 1,63,306. 1. 17. drawn -in favour of" the Honourable Company, as per accompanying 
invoice, being balance on account of Rajah Cheyt Sing’s Rift, due the 4th ultimo, after deduc
tion of the Nabob Sadut Ally Khan’s monthly-allowance -of out ficcas 25,000, or Benares licca 
rupees 23 ,310 .4 . at 7. 4. per cent, batta.

1 have received the honour of your letter of the 2d ultimo, refpefting the demand you have 
'thought proper to make of a part of the Rajah’s cavalry. In explaining to him the reafons of this 
demand, 1 have endeavoured to obviate the apprebenfion he might entertain of its being con
verted into a permanent impofition, and have told him, that the fervices of this force will be re

spired no longer than the continuance of tire prelent war. 1  have not yet received ills anfwer to 
the Honourable the Governor General’s Perwannah.

I  have likewife to acknowledge the honour of your letter, dated the ad ultimo, directing, that 
no advance of money be made to officers on then march, without exprefs Orders ; to} which 
J fliail pay theflrifteft attention-.

I  have
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1 'nave remitted to Major Camac the balance o f the fuhfidy, I have lent 50,000 rupees of this 
■ amount in fpecie, having received advice from Major Camac, that he was greatly dillrefTed for 
want of cafh, being unable to get the bills discounted, which I had before forwarded,, I have font 
tbis’ fam in the manner in which treafure is -ufuaily fent from this place, as the fafeft and rooft 
expeditious method; the perfon who engages to-convey it, at the fame time enfuring its iafe 
delivery.

1  have the honour to be, Src.

Benares, . (Signed) P, F  O W K  E;
yfh December is  80.

Ordered, That the.hills be fent to the Sub-Txeafurer,

E X T R A C T  of Bengal General Gonfukations, the 29th January' 1781.

Stead the following letter from the Refuknt at Benares*

Honourable Sir, and Sirs,

I  have received the honour of your commands, of the 14th ultimo, refpedting Captain 
Eaton’s complaint, with t he original and tranilate of the Governor’s General’s letter to the Raj ih 
anpoil this fubjeS. The former I delivered to the Rajah, who immediately lent t:o apprehend 
and bring to this place the perfon acculed. On their arrival I /hall take care, that an accurate 
enquiry and inveftigation be made, in the manner you have been jpleafed to direct, atttj fhall im
mediately tranfmit the proceedings to your Honourable Board.

In obedience to your orders o f the tgth ultimo, I  have this day remitted to Major Camac 
the balance of the kill due the 14th ultimo, after deduction of the allowance to the Nabob Sadut 
A lly Khan, and ihall continue the fame remittance monthly. A s the prefent batta of 5$ per cent, 
on the Oade‘ ficcas is -a mediums rate, I propofe, with the approbation of your Honourable 
Board, to adhere to it invariably in future in the payment of the Nabob’ s allowance, whatever 
£he fluctuations of the Bazar may be; and to this the, Nabob himfelf has confented.

I  have the honour to be, he,

, (Signed) F . F  O W K  E ,

Benares, fiefident at Benares.
r t  January 17 IT,
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IVyments of the Rifts'due by the' Rajah Cheit Sing, from May 17S0 to 
May j 781 ; and of the Payments made to the Nabob Saudit Aliy, OH 
.Account of his Stipend*'

f'd, ' \ V  ** *'*' "  a

. E X T R A C T  Fete William Journal, «6-r, Page 734.

R E S I D E N T  at Benares Dr. to Profit, and Lofs.
p ;

Received of Rajah Cheit Sing, on account of hE 
tribute, |

3)80, M ay - -  - ,v 1,98,451 4, 12
June - •- -- 1,9.8,431 4 12
Ju ly  - •• - 5,98,43 i 4 12
Auguft - - - »,08,43< 4 Ia
September - - - 1,98,431 4 iz
O&ober - - 1,98,432 4 iz
November . . . .  1,98,43* 4 ia
'December - 1,98,43 s 4 *2.

Iy3X. jarnunY 1,98,431 4 12
February - - 1,98,431 4 l i
March * - - 1,98,431 6 3 2
April - - 1,98,431 6 iz

Standard Gourlhay Rs. - 23,81,175 1 1  4 
Bafrta 8. 3. 14, 2. 2. 8. percent. -  1,96,048 14 to 2

-------------—---- ----— 25,77,224 31 7

Sundry Accounts Dr, to the Nabob Affophui Dowla,

•Page 735;— Paid to Mirza Satidk.AUy Khawn his allow
ance of three lacks per annum, as per order of the 
'Hoiiourabli* the Governor General and Council, dated 
20th March 178©.

1780. May - -
. jjh e  - ~ ■ 50,000 o 0
Ju ly ••• • 11,480 3 O;
A«gp& - - 23,310 6 2
September - » - 23,330 6 2
October «■ 23,310 6 .2
November - - - 23,310 o 2
DecenYbor - - ■■ 23,753 o ?,

s ; 8 t. .janry. - ‘ - ■ GF753 O 2
February - -  - 23,753 o 2
March - ~ - 23753  o 2
April - . " '  - 23,753 o 2. ■

Standard Gbririliay Rups. ~ 2,73,485 4 16
Batta 8, 3. 14. 2, 2, 8 per cent, - 22,516 13 3

/  ---------- ---------- —1 2,96,002 1 .to

Eaft India Houfe, i  W it. W R I G H T .
19th April 1786. Auditor of Indian Accounts.

V c l . V . 3 D C O P Y



CO P V L  E X T  E R from the Widow of Rajah Bui want Sing-, 
and Arzie from Rajah Mehipnarain Bchadre, both received
S'5 tli D e c e m b e r  1 7 8 2 .

■ , -.c ■ . - . v- îf■■ "jAy;’- a y , 3A yA :p ||||l #

From the Fanny Widow, of Rajah Bulwarjt Sing: Received 15th December 1782,

46, I  And my children have no hopes but from your High ne ts, and our honour and rank are 
1  bellowed by- you Mr. Marjkbam, t'roto the. adv:ce of my enemies, having protected the 

farmers, would not permit the, balance' to.be coll'tf&ed. Babbop DlrgNjey bing frequently 
before defired that Gentleman ‘to ihew.his refentme-r.t againll the people who owed balances, 
that the balances might be colledled, and to give eal'e to his mind for the prefen*' year, conform
ably to the requeil figned by'the pnsfence, that he might complete the hundobult; lu t that 
Gentleman would not liften to him ; and having appointed a Mutefeddjr and Taveeldar, employs 
them in the colled ions of this year, and has lent two companies of tepd'ys, and arreiled Babboo 
lAigbejey Sing, upon this charge, that he fecreted in his hauls many lacks of rupee's from the 
collections ; and he carried the YMtefeddes and Treafurer, with their papers, to his own pre- 
fence.—Ho neither afeertained this matter hy proofs, nor does he Complete the balance'of the 
Sircar iroitt: she jaidads of the balances; right or wrong, he is refolved to deftroy our lives.—
As we have no atylum or hope except from your Highnefs, and as the Almighty has termed 
your mind to be diilributor of juftice in thefe times, [ therefore hope, from the benignity of 
your Highnefs, that yon will enquire, and do ja like  in this matter, and that ati-Ameen may be 
appointed from the preferred, that having difeoverad the "crimes or innocence ot Bebboo 
Dirgbejey Slug, he may report to live presence. Further particulars will be made known to 
your Highnels by the Arzie of my fan, Raja Mehipnarain Behadre.

Arzie from Raja Mehipnarain Behadre: Received 15th December 1782.

47* 1 befote this nad the honour of add refling teveral Afzies to your prefence, hut, from my 
unfortunate fate, not one of them has been perilled bv your Hfehuefs. that my fituaUott might 
he hilly learnt, by you. The cafe is this : - M r .  Markham, $xm» the-advice of my enemfes, 
ha\ honed levetal kinds of1 - lodes, and given protection to thofe who owed balances,
preveiitea tne balance fiom being coile&ed. for this reafon, that the money not being paid in 
time, the Lav Km might he coin’s died of inability.—I1 rom this reafon, all the owers of balances" 
refrfci! to pay the Mid wa, jib of the Sircar. Before this the Babboo had frequently defired that 
Gentleman to Jhew his relent Kent againft the perfons who owed the balances, that the balances 
might be paid, and that his mind might, be at-'eaie for the prefent year, fo that the bundbbuft of 
the prefeut year niight.be completed; adding, that if next year fuch kind of injuries and pro
tection oi the farmers were fo happen, he fhouldnot be able to fupport it. But that Gentleman 
did not reprove the owers of balances; and with refpect to the fatisfa&ion for the prefent year, 
he laid that he could net at this time do it. From this reafon fo great a balance to the Sircar 
Bill remains. Befides this, upon the falfe reprefentatiom -of my enemies, that Gentleman laid 
to the Bubbo,—“  You have fecreted in your houfe feveral lacks of rupees from the cotle&ions, 

atM* not pay the balance to the Sircar,”—'1 he Babboo requeued that this matter might be 
properly enquired into; but that Gentleman, without■ afeertaining it, appointed a lYTutefeddy 
a ml a treafurer from his own Sircar for the colle&ions - of the prefent year,—Afterwards, on 
the 4th of Zeheidja, he fent an Englifh. Gentleman with two. companies of fepoys, who put the 
Babboo under ais arreit. A t the fame time, he threw the Mutefed.dees and Treafurer, with their

papers,

. l l  - ■ '.<..«,») 153.....  CsL
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papers. Into confinement, and brought them to his own prefence; and told me, that orders had 
tome from the ■ preience for .a new Naib, and that, I mult appoint Jug'deo Sing Naib to finilh 
the Inindobhft of the piafent year, and that, having fettled this point with the Rann y I fhoukf. 
return.— rgave him a proper astfwer ; and again went to the prefence of that’Gentleman ; and, 
•conformably to the dire&bns of the Ranny, I faki 'to him, that with refpefit to the Neabut of 
jugdeo Sing which he had oulered, 1 Was now myfelf able to attend to and manage the affairs 
of the Sircar, and that the Ranny did not. conferst to or approve of a Naib; that it would have 
been incumbent on him firff to have proved the crime of Babboo Dirgbejey Sing, and then, 
confined him, that this wcuid have, been proper, becaufe, in the room of all the"rank and honour 
bellowed upon him by the prefence, from this event difgrace and injury without bounds have 
come.upon him; that now, from the carrying the Mutefeddees and 'Treafurer, with their 
papers, to the prefence, no fecrecy remained. I f  this matter fhould be carried to the proofs, 
the .Babboo is entirely guilty; but in cafe of his innocence, let the guard be taken off, and the, - 
affairs of this year may be fully difeuded.— M r, Markham replied, that he would again write 
this matter to "tie pretence.

M y mailer, i  do not know what he may have written to your prefence ; I have therefore re 
f>referred folly my diftrefled fituation. M y only hopes are from your Highnefs: my honour and 
rank are bellowed by you. Mr, Markham having written iaife complaints to your prefence, 
has brought me to this fituation, and has .thrown the concerns o f this year into incompletion, 
.and ruin. I am hopeful therefore that an • Ameen may be' appointed, who having enquired in to 
the crime or innocence of the Babboo, may inform the prefence, and may compel the ewers.-of 
■ balances to pry the balance of rite Sircar, You have approved of the concerns of the prefent' 
year being completed by me ; favour me fo far as to prevent the injuries arid prote&ion of the 
farmers front that Gentleman, and that 1 may remain firm, conformably to the requefts figned 
by .the .pxefence, that 1 may complete the Mulwajfb of .the Sircar with eaie.

‘ a .vlY'' "riri"" AV^ p "  ' .Aft
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A n  A  C  G  O  U  N  T

O  F  A L  L  T  H  E

G R O S S  S U M S '  that have been paid by the Ball India Company to 
Government,, from' the' Year 1757 to the prefent Year; diftinguilluxig 
each Year, and Article.

R o  payment of 
tilts hom <it'

Paid Government ns £ .  i ,4oQ»GQO.
Duties of.Cuftnm* Indemnity per agreement" granted for the

and Bxeife. w  Tea, lie f of the Comp*. iy
. . in 177 v„ 'with in- 

terfft thereon*

i:0: March 1,757 to March 175? £> S4W 2̂ ' £  A  £ '
17.58 ~~ * 7 59 m P i
•759 -  1760 5^7,Sob
1 ",6o —* 526,041 t
,761 -  I7I2 5^9)937
1762 —  1763 574)4°S
176.3 *7^4 559,648
1764 -  17 65 7° 5»8 ,S
1765 —- *76°  755’ 744
•,766 — 1767 W 4.a8
,767 — 1768 769,424 „

1769 865,850 - -  4-00,000
i 4 q  —  17 7 0  9 1 9)493 *47.379 400,000
t L o  —  1771 967,22: 43.640 400,000

‘ ‘ __ j 772 862,727. 89,875 400,000
,,7 2  — 1773 9'S»6S8 — 200,000
jf-N — 1774 1,020,104 202,156 253.779
1774 -  1 7 75 824,525 -  H 5,620 263,022
, - ‘-g _  1776 824,267 — — 849,468
j f  76 — 1777 876,934 — - -  422,192
;- ,i7 — I 778 723,018
i 778 —  J /79 9a ' , 3l 3
,77'q — 17S0 696,202
j 780 - -  1781 823,550 _  _
1 7K1 - -  3 782 <49,634
1782 -  1783 7?.">°S3
,783 - -  3784 237,804
f 784 1785 53:»° 0
, ' 8c  — 1786 3,434,727 «
,780 —  1787 _ _  8oa’ f f _ _________ ____ ,, ______ _

£ ,  22,268,976 £•  483,05° C  2,469,399 4.1,534.682

The Turn of 100,000, the laft payment to GoYermen-t 
per agreement, was paid the 7th inltaisf.

Errors excepted. >
Raft India Houfe,

the 27th Match 17 87. R  f c  H A R D S 0  N„ Accomptant
B U L L O C K



111 1 1  '’M <sl'
' " . ^ ■ 1 '  ' ' , - 1 ' ' '  r;V'vV*:'>;r;-;.;/: A r'-'C'SAyfo Zi:<iK̂H •vTAC'C; 'v: lxff fo- ■'■■ ' .'-. ' , -. ■■'•■' "■■■ ■

B U L L  O C K C O N T R A G T.
' ■ ; • ■ ■ I

)
—

I 1|| ' * b  llli 1 |j||| « ' || |i|
& X T .11 A C  T ’o f Proceedings of the Board of Infpcfiicn , the i$ t b  Sepim ber 1777,

R e  A D  the following letter, and enclosure, from the Army Contradlo-r.

To the Honourable Warren Ballings, Prefident, &c. Members, the Board of Infpedlb;., 

Honourabe Sir, and Sirs.

Having added forthefe fix months a$ ContraiSfo,: to the Army, and employed tnyfelf with the 
tiie mail indefatigable care and attention to acquire-a proper knowledge of every branch of this 
complicated bufincfs, permit me to (late a few particular circutnftances winch experience has 
«di {"covered to me, and which T, with-the greateil deference, fubroit to the confideration 01 the 
•Honourable the Governor General and Council. By comparing the terms of tny contrail with 
the eftimate which I have the honour to encloie, you will perceive the profits arrifiug from that 
branch of it to be (mall, and inadequate to the rifque; for, befides a 0timber o f bullocks report
ed unfit for fervice in all the brigades, no lefs. than four hundred have been, by the commanding 

•officer in the field difeharged, from the third brigade alone, which number I am juft now providing; 
Purnea, and in other quarters at a great expence. Another cjrcurnftance I beg- leave to mention 
<of great hardship and inconvenience to every new contta&or the firft year, that he is obliged to 
jmrehafe rice and grain for the immediate tupply of the troops and cattle, at a price confiderabiy 
above the rates he-might have ptirchafed at, by laying in a proper flock fix months before hand :
This is a hardship which every contra&or of a fingle year mult in feme degreeneceflhrUy be fub- 
jetledto; but it foil feverely upon me, having been, notwithstanding my repeated reinonliatices, 
detained at the Prefidency by the delay of the Company’s Attorney, in not executing my con
trail: till the middle of December.

And though I proceeded with great expedition on my journey, with bearers all the way, at a 
•great expence, yet 1 did not arrive at Bellgram till the latter end of January, which prevented me 
from taking charge of my central till the ift of February ; f'o that at the~ex|>iration of the pre- 
font year, inltead of twelve months, as fpecified in my contract, I {hall only have had pofieffion ele
ven : 1 might enumerate many other inconveniences and hardfhips arifing from the fhort term of 
a fingle year j but as the Honourable Board are we!! acquainted with the terms upon which * took 
the contrail, I flatter my (elf they will not he afoerfe to an extenfion of it, efpeciatly as my firft 
propofals and e(limates were taken fo very low, in hopes of a three years tenure; I requeft there
fore that tiie Honourable the Governor General and Council, in order to retrieve the Ioffes, and 
remedy the inconveniencies of the prefent year, will lie pleafed to add two years to my contract, 
with the additional equitable claufes—-that the contractor fnouid be allowed half price by the 
Company for every difeharged bullock—arid ajfo that when the brigades march, the contractor 
fliall be allowed by the Company, at the fame rates that he is obliged to pay to the Ryots, for 
the extra number 01 bullocks .employed, to be certified by the Refident or Chief of the Province 
where the bullocks are hired. I beg leave to. appdogize for giving the Honourable Board fo 
much trouble, and have only to add, that J foall confider my felt under great obligations for this 
'further indulgence, arid that no care or pains ffialPbe omitted 'by me to give full fatisfadHon iu 
.-the performance.of my contrail,

I am ,
Honourable Sir, and Sirs,

Etdgtam, Your moil obedient humble fervant,
-9th July 1777. (Signed) M 1 C  H. G  R U E  B E R.

Vox, V. 3 E C H A R G E S
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C  H A R G E S  paid by. the Conttt&o. for -feeding too. Draught- Bullocks at Camp, n i l  j

‘ ' " --- --—— ---------- -—— ——--a;'.   ,—  .................------ -  ... '......  , .

...a  a r ip .o ^ i oi. .er.icu. ; When on a .march, .or employed on aftual fervice.

for IO a buite-ks ^naD-s ■ re '?  u^l";'ck pV! Ua-Vi ,ur ,? B1^ n^s Pel ' !ay A t the feed ® f  3 feers of gram to each bullock per day, or *? mauuds 20 leers 
________5 K 3 m° * th 0t * ° # yS * for 100 bullocks, makes ,2 5  maunds for a month of 30 days.

G m”diuro°l S°  feetS pei rL‘ '» th® eftirnated *'lUval S u P°es. Gram, 2 responds, eftimated at no higher price in the field, or on aj
TWdG*. a- ,«• w ‘ ” < ’  ;o °  °  0 march, than in camp, v;x. 30 feers per rupee, as per contra - too o o
fait ' " c c -  * , 30 O o Bouflee, - Ditto, at fame price, as per contra - V °  o
bJt,_ A,a..aur n, io,.^s, ha^ets, and the proportion of Sircars and Salt, &e. - Ditto - Ditto - _ _ f> 0

b i n S r 3" 8 W“Se% 31 ° ne ™  6 F ce R :r month, tor each Wages to Sirdar Driver-and Mates, Ditto - - -  d  o o

Wages to a Sirdar Driver 6 s' to his two mates, 10 rupees * - '  t0 5°  Drivers ” Dht°  * * 200 °  6 ~
’— to 5° Drivers (one allowed-for every 2 bullocks) at 4 Rs,.each' 200 o c Q ta

A-month’s intereft -on prime coft of the bullocks, as per contra - ' 1 0  6 8 2
A  Contractor W h *  to his prfcdeceflbr i t  Rs. 8 Ans. for y 455 ‘ °  t  for Reding - 4 I O .

each bullock, loobvdiocks Hand him in 1,250 SWand ] ^  , V J ^ h 1 1 - U ^ K l ^ n T o  1  ° "  h T t t \  “  6 W
intereft on that fum.(at the rate of io per cent, per ( ^ rlM o ‘ * °  » a "  , ’ * , S f  1,1 camP, 5 hen the Shocks  are not• V n r  t • r 1 ,• employed, tne proportion ior a month is - 1 O SrtOHitm) amounting to 125 Rs, for one year, i« J  3 * r ___ ID

I Vie nsoiurny charge ot reeqing as above, being.Rs. 1 * ~  O
S s  t Ir h t f i , ^ r e ‘n0,i;h.ar hait b ,fo ,e^ r Dltto • s **  O - The Contractor receiving no higher rate for his bullocks when on a ^  4 p

t> | * u,? '.V T ,1 ' 1 ’  march, or eaiployed on aciual icrvice hi the feid, than when un~
Reckoning tae lols by deaths no more than w e  bullock in a hundred employed camo *

in Cne ^ r> rhe Fopomon for a month U - t o ?  T h e  monthly loft on 100 bullocks, when on a march, hr employed
---------- on adual fervtce in the field, will be -  - _  , A .

_ 47O Q 4 ' 1 • ■’
The ^ontraclor receiving from the Conmanv at the rate of t rupees . _  -----r*----—■

per .month for each bullock, is, for .babulk>cks, for ore month K-upees. - 500 o o
500 Rups. - - „ .  7 — ---- 2------

-  The !meotWy gain on .00 unemployed'bullocks - - 29 6 £

Rupees - 500 o c
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Read the following propofa-Is /received from Mr, Joltisfon.

T o  the Honourable Warren'&aftings, Efjuire, Governor General, & c .1 Council, Fort William, 

Honourable Sir, and Sirs*.

. As the expiration of the contraft for providing,ai*d feeding draught and cwtjag . rartte aP.| 
io- victuallingthe'Europeans of the whole army, draw's near, 1  beg leave to lubmit tV  foil . 'Z  
itig propofals to yoar-confideration.

r Draught 'bullocks, at Sonaut rupees 3 7 0 per month
Within the Carnage bullocks 3 - » g 3 0 pur Do,
Provinces, J V ‘tto unemployed - 2 9 6 per Do.

f  tunnels, the property cf the Company 16 o o per Do.
i  Ditto, the property of the ContraiSfor 30 0 o per Do

,, / rh a'tgot l ullocks, at Sonant Rupees - s o o per D-> .
•X ' ‘Without 1 he . Carriage bullocks - " - 3 »0 o per Do.

rrcmuces. ( -Camels, , the, property o f the .Company - (6 c o per Do,
J  • Ditto, the property -of the Coutra&pr - 30 p  b pee D%

i-.o viGuil the Europeans at Soium Rupee-, to each per month,- .receiving provifidns and
'x\ums evety day; and Sonant Rupees 5 each per month, receiving proviiioKS end dram
alternately* .

The foregoing terms are as low as they (.;> he, to do jollier- to the cattle, and can only be 
undertaker. on uich tow terms, m confoler: tmu of tT-.eontradD being granted for the fpace 
time7^ 1'8’ W‘Hd! Fr0VCS the a' !v3nCaS° the Company will reap by granting it for that (pace of

It: may nest not he improper to point out what enables me to diet foch low terms.

Firfi. Becaufe the certainty «f holding the contra# -for that time will mate it worth ibv while 
to advance- money to the formers, for the crops, of grain before it is Lowed, and thereby get it 
much cheaper than purehah-ng it as it is wanted in the markets.

Secondly, A$ -it will -then be worth while to eftablifti granaries, at the different Ration* o f the 
troops, which will be a cpnixilenibie laving m the tier-,{ports, and which cannot be ventured 
upon tor one year, on the. uncertainty o f a focceffor’s taking the flock on hand.

,'n ; ii<!]y- As tl' f‘ f inf  '\ r!! permit my having a nurfery of cattle In fuch parts of the country 
Wliic,i produces the bell cattle, and thereby be more regularly iupplied, and at a cheaper ta t/  
than being obliged to pay any price for them when .they are wanted.

Fourthly. M  the certainty o f cohfornption will enable me to import the belt arrack from 
tsatavin on more reafonablo terras than, it-can in general be purchaled at here.

Ft;r reafo»s> a" ‘> many o‘ 1h*«  which I forbear mentioning, for feat of taking to  too 
-mod, o f your time, and mv having htfe.e r.v«, honoured with your countenance in tbit depart- 
iraent, Lam m. hopes that you will--be pfeded to cohumre that countenance to me. by accepting 
or my propofal.s, - ’* “ •

I III all
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T  iKall only aid/ that I am ready to give any fecurity tliat may be required for the due per

formance of the.contract; in the execution of which i  beg leave to aflbre you that 1 fliall exert 
tnyfelf t© the ntnr.oft, twgivc every poffible fatisfa&ioa in rnypowen .

i  have the honour to be, with refpefl,

Honourable Sir, and Sirs,

Your moft obedient, and rooft hmftble feryant,

' Fort William, (Signed) E. A L E S .  j O H N S O l l F .
tilth September 1777.

Ordered, That Mr. Johnfon’s proposals be compared with the terms of Mr. Grueber’s contrad,.
«nd laid before the Board. •

E X T R A C T  of the Proceedings of the Board-of Infpediotv the .2d O & ohati’j ’j ’ji

The Secretary begs leave to inform, the Board, that in purfuance to their orders at the laft- 
meeting, he has compared the terms of the propofols delivered in by. Mr. Johnfon, for pro
viding and feeding draft and carriage cattle, and for victualling the Europeans of the army, 
with thofe of the prelent contract held by Mr. Grueber; and he finds them to correfpond 
in every particular, excepting that Mr. Johnfon makes no diftin&ioh in the price to be paid 
hi.iri' for camels which may be on fervice) and for fitch as may not be on fervice. The price 
at which , the former are rated in Mr. Grueber’s contrail: is 16 rupees for each, camel 
per ■ month, and the latter 1 5 ;  whereas Mr. Johnfon propofes 16 .rupees indiferiminately.
M r. Johnfon likewife propofes that art allowance of thirty rupees per month hull be made >o 
him" for every camel the property of the contractor, but no fuch flipuiation appears in the 
prefent contrail.

The Board, taking into confideration the two propofols received for this cot,trail, the one 
from M r. Grueber, and the other from Mr. Johnfon, the queftioh is put, If either of thefa 
Ihali, be accepted? if yes, to which fliall the‘preference be given?

Mr. Francis.

I think the contrail ihould be advert!fed.

M r. Harwell.

There are two proposals''; before the Board, one from the prefent holder ■ of the contra it, 
petitioning, for certain ftipulations in his favour; the other from the perfon who was ejected 
by him, by the lownefs of his. offers, which from his prefent application feems to have been 
grounded in a reliance on future indulgence. Under thefe cireumftances, 1 cannot hefitate 
to give my vote in preference to Mr. johnfon.

Governor General.

I agree to accent of Mr. fahnfon’s propofals for the term of three years only, and not 
five years; their offers are 10 nearly on a par, that the option o:l either can hardly be di
rected -by any companfon made between them, f di fop prove of puhlilhing for propofals;; the 
contrail is reduced too low already,' and wiil require a vigilant attention • to it, on the part 
o f the commanding officers of the corps of the army, that it be duly performed, as, from 
all tile information which 1 have been able to obtain, 1 have every tealba to believe that

very



little profit can be acquired by the Cdntra&or if  he does his duty, at .the rates now offered, and 
which have fceen granted to the preftt»tcontra&or.

M r. Francis.
if' ..

lire letter recorded yefterday from the Court o f Direflors to Sir John Giavering gives os 
reafoa to exp*ft .feme important orders and regulations with refpe£t to the future government at
this country__perhaps m  alteration in the government itfelf. The receipt of thole driers cannot
Iw at a very great ddlance. In thefe drcutnftances I do not think it advifeahle for the Board to 
come to any general refolutton which immediate fervice' does not render indifpenfably neceflary, 
and Specially' foch as may bind the Government for a confiderable length o f tim 6,« The p re font 
L"my contract does not expire thefe three months, yet the Board refolve, at this point of time, 
to give it away for three years without advertiiing it, arid incompliance with a private propolis!,
1 dlfapprove pf the relolation, and beg leave to enter my d Blent againit it.

Governor General.

I do not underfland the confiftency of Mr. Francis’s conclufions, either with the duties, of this 
Board, or with his own prn&ice, if fie has at any time afleoted to the grant of any cootra# or 
other engegeiuent o f a longer duration than a twelvemonth. The bufinefs of Government muff 
not ftarfo hi!!, becaufe a letter privately addreffed to General Clayering (a.fetter which might 
have been authority to him, hut is none to this Board) promifes future orders and regulations, 
and portends, as Mr. Francis underhands it, a future change in the Government; but even 
admitting this fetter as authority, and admitting -tint it may-be followed with orders which may 
a fleet the meafure now refolved oo^they cannot arrive in time to make that provifion which may 
be intended by them, ’till long after the prfefent contra# {hall expire. There therefore can be 
no realon to wait for their arrival-, and fufpend the grant of the contraft, which by the eftablifhed 
rules of the fervice ought to be declared long before the expiration of the old contra#, to. give 
the new Contractor fufffeiedt time to make the neceflary arrangements for entering upon 
the bufineis, i  do- not recoliedt the period, but defire the Secretary to a-ld it to this 
minute.

The'Secretary accordingly annexes the following abftra#, which fpeciles the periods o f adver- 
tifing for t!ie three -laft contiucfs, the -delivery of the propoudi, the acceptance of them, and the 

.coiattk:'-cement of the contra#.

AdVTfflTCn,S p,0B°rali delivem ;PfoPofi,i accepted.

<'.*iaham - * a8th June 1 773. 31ft Aug. 1773. 13th Sept, j 773 ift ja n . 1774.
y 1* y " l i f t  Advert18 *774-1 8th March 177 s 4th April 1775.
Johnfon K -i a <w *'* 2d I  eh. 1775. igthFeb. 17 7 5 0  * * *  r  '
Grueber » ~ ift Aug. J 7'A  ift 0 &, 1776. 2 4 * 0 6 1 .  1776. 1 ft Jan. 1777.

f . ' 1 | g ; : g g g '

Mr-Francis.

M v principal ohjefWou is to the length of the grant. It has always been an objeftiott with 
■me though tn feme cafes I have acquiefced in the fenle of the Board, when every other member 
was afofm! it. This was the cafe of Major.Morgan’s contra#: it was propofed for five years, 
and I: believe the Governor can recoiled, that at my inftance it was reduced to one year; 1 could 
obtain no more ; I do not indeed recoiteft any other inftance, but tint of M r. Templer, m 
which I acquiefced for reafons which itruck me as peculiar to bis propofol, being entirely a new 
one. Wi*h refpect to the letter from the Court of Oiredtors, every Member oi the Board will 

Vox.. V . 3 F
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judge,For himfelf.what weight ought to be alioweu it,} 1 do not Ifnipte to lay, that .to me ■
Is the' higiiext aid moft refpeftable authority,, .arid s}at it. my jsyrgre^nt ..it ought -.tolnxto all 
the Board,

Mr. Barweil. «

What objecliqas Mr.;Firancis may have nude.to A^ajor-Morgars^ ot*apy other contraft that 
are not »j»qn record, can only be known to'fiimfeff.

Mr, Trcrvcfs.. ■

My-reference to, the oppofitfon 1 gave to the length ot .Majot Morgan’s contraft. was purely 
defetiiiv'e; tf§  fact jtf|lf is vveil. known. W;ith, refpefi: tp the granting or contrail:, for Jong 
weriods. my opinion has bee already Bated j a y  fully upon the records of the Revenue Board, 
of the 20th May 1777': f  mention this fcfrcuiiiflance merely to ihew that my prefont opinion is
not''a new one, ' ■ ' '

Refolyerij That the propofol? of Mre Johnfon, for -providing and feeding draft and carriage 
cattle, an<i! lor victualling the .Europeans of the arpiy t>u tlu„ ilahiijmnent, ft: accepted fox the 
Canned' three years,

Ordered, J^at -Mr. Jqbufou be inf^aied c f ftlli? Aefojrrtipfs, and called Wjppn, £ $  .hu

E X T R A C T  of the .General Fetter from Bengal, dated ?ift- November 1777,

f  ar. 65. We beg leave to acquaint: you, that we have accepted of ptopofals from Mr. Erne* 
Alexander johnfon, for providing and feeding the draught: and carriage cattle, and for v»A trailing 
the Europeans of the army on this eftab'liflurieiit for tlilee years, to take place from the expira
tion of Mr. Gaafiibet’s -cojuxaft, and upon nearly-the fame tcritis, Out opinion•; upon the grant 
of this couf raft, and the reafons for not having publifhed forpropolalsVas alio an application from 
Mr. Gnseber, the prefect Contractor, for a'continuance to hire of his com rail, with certain Hi pu- 
Jations in -his favour, all appeal -in our proceedings noted in the margin, with tome new cJaufes, 
which will be introduced into rhe prpfeht CCritraft.

V ..... . ( _ .

E X T R A C T  of the Proceedings of, the Board of Infpeftion the 8th January 17-78.

7'ht?' contfafts o f Mf- jqlmfoq for victualling the troupe, and for providing and feeding draft 
and'carriage bullocks and camels,, having been drawn up bv the Company’s attorney, arid cer
tified by the Secretary to be conformable to the Volutions of the Board, the fame were 
executed on the' 26th .ultimo, together with the penalty bond, - by M r. johnfon and bis 
j'ecurities;

Ordered, That a .cs»py of tkefe. contrafts be entered a.ftyr the nroceedipg!* and that copies 
of tforr hc.alfr U at 'o  the commanding ylSps^s; of tire bngades, au.d, to the Commiffaiy Qemrral. 
ziid (^aaitter Mailer Genial,

A RTICLES.
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A R T IC L E S  o f Agreement, indent, had, made, eifticlefted, ami fully agreed upon, this 
s,6rh day: of December, in the year of bar Lord one rhouiand fsven hundred and. feventy- ' •.. 

ifaweni Between ■ the United Company of' Merchants of England trading to tue lialf 
Indies.of the one,, part; and -Erraeft Alexander Johnfon, of Calcutta, -in. the Province of 
Bengal, Merchant, of the other,part; - in manner and form fallowing.;. (that -is to fay);

The (aid ErneftAlexander Johttfcn, for and in oonfideration of the fevefal fords o f money ■ 
hevoaftercovenanted to be paid him by the laid United Company, doth for him! eh 'hix'heirsy 
executors;, Vid atlmmillrafors, covenant:, proir.ifo, and tag-ree, ttvund with thafaid Unite! Ctw?- 
pm y, their 'foisdefiftrs and -aftig&st, that the the laid Erofift'Alexander johnfojt, -bis texecutOi 6, and 
adminiItrat»rs, dial 1 and will, at bis or thsai: own proper-colt and-citarges, well ‘dntt'truiy.. Supply 
tuidfurnifn all the European troops now-enijdoyod, or to bn t.-thploynd in the for vice of tire ifod. 
Cnit-fVcl Company, lit the Provinces o f Bengali -flahar, and -OriSa, and otherwife on the Bengal 
ehabiiiflimeiit, from the fir ft day of January, which-will' be in the y.-itr of Chriit ( 17 7 B) one 
titoLnd i'even hundred aod ieventy-eight, for the term of three years, that is  to fay, -to the frrft 
day of jnhtury which will T-s in the.year -of ■ Ch-rift ( ry8i) one ’tlknifm! -fatten -huhd'red and 
eighty-one, with the fevers! meats,, >provrfiofl% and ■ necbifories herein after fpecr&d, at the; ft - 
•veraf rates and'prices hereinafter mentioned,; -that is to lap, that rid: find Earned Alexander 
Jobrtfoh, bis executors and adftiiniforstors, f e l l  and will find and pro vide,: anil -'.yell and truly •de- 
iiyer, to'every European foidier employed an lkvioe in the field, for r.tclvd y-s provdioivand 
.net.aflaries, daring the (hid term of three years, awe'p&ttou o’fbeeffor mutton, ore pownd'ftf bread 
■or -one feer'of rice, and two drams,of good Batavia -arrack (ck rh© quantity oit" forty drum to the 
gallon) and alfo inch quantity oftfak-artd firewood, and Inch number of pots arid pans, as have 
be#n heretofore u totally provided ■ Und-'alicfw-ed to teach of fuel: ioicSiers; and further, that when
ever the Said troop.;, or any cffth&rt, -fell -be in cantonments or garrifon, anti not put itporuhity 
in the field, -then that he the Lid JKrneft Alexander fohnfon, his exec otors and admitfolhatots, 
f e l l  fro ! and provide, and well and truly deliver, to « h:!i nEtlion: alternately, on onexfoy, the 
like quantity of jprovifions as hereinbefore mentioned, without the quantity of ••liquor before 
mentioned, and on the enfuing day the liquor without 'the. previfi-dn%> and -lb iihbrnately, the li
quor and jMOVifions'on every other dayand.further,.- that the laid prov-iit'em and iicjuor, to be (ft 
provided and iupyliudfoy h im the Laid Brnfe'ft Afoxander johafftn as -aforefaU, to the fold troops, 
ihail b“ of the bed u>rt and quality that hv can pofoMy of»t< in, anti fach-as lhall be approved, of 
hy ihfcCotmma.ximg Officers and lorgeosis belonging tofuch troopsrdpedtivftty forth©tiinhfeiugir 
Provided always, audit rsK  mb r agroed, bj and between the iai.il .parties to thefe prefents, 1  rat 
in cafe, at say time during the fold foace of tfe roe years, that the fewirai forts ofprft-v fens bare* 
inbeibre fpeeified, or any or either of them, f e l l  not be procorabfe, :or to be had or obtained, 

by r-eafon o f •the faid troops being in any place or places where the laid provrfions and yijsrori 
cannot be procured, then, and in fitch cafe, the laid Er.--ft Alexander Johnfou, his ex
ecutors and admin?ttrators, fliall well and truly pay. or caufe to be paid, to each of fitch fol- 
diers, in the lien a«d head thereof, the following (eve-rat bunas o f  money, that ivto fay, in cafe 

, lift beef Or mutton is to be had Or obtained As aforefaid, that he the 'bid Efueft 'Alexander jiahViU 
Eon, foall wei‘ and'truly pay to each of fuch men at the rate o f one thud part of his contruft, fty 
monthly allowanbe of ten fonaut rupees her-einafor mentioned and agreed to be paid 1-J t-bv Lift 
United Coiftpany, an-dfom tha-t manner, or after that proportion, ,m cafe of ,fhe failureftf bread 
■;>r rice, and iirU le praportionin cafe of rhe failure of arrack: Provide! alfo, and the (aid -Frfndf 
Afexandet lobnfon doth hferbfey farther covenant, proniifc, .and agree, to arid wh:t?h bke fori 
United Company, tl-- i-r fuccr-ffirrs aind affigns, T'nat be the laid Erneft AlsKfoder jphhfsh, hil 
executors and ndrniniitratorss foal I and will, well and n u!y fultain, bear, and pay, aHdbfeia 
cofir, charges, damages, and expences, which may happen during the foil contimimceoftl-ie.fo 
prefents, whether the fame Ihail arile from the attack o f enemies, or from any other caufe or 
confideration whatfoever; fo that the laid United Company (hall fuftain or fuffnr no other charge 
or - xpence whatfoever than the feveral fuins of money hereinafter agreed to be paid by them to 
thu laid Emefl- Alexander johnlon, his ex-ecutors or adminiftrators.— And for the purpofe'of 
properly fufiiliag and performing tire covenants and agreements hereinbefore contained on the 
part of the fail Emeft Alexander Johnlon, he the fold Erne ft Alexander Johnfon, for himlelf, his 
executors, apd admiififlratnrsi doth hereby further promife and engage with the fa-id United Com
pany, .'athi sow n proper coils and charges, at all times dating the continuance of thefe prefents, 
to keep and maintain a capable ami fufticient deputy; 'with every detachment of the fait! troops, 
•toanfwer -and comply with the demands and orders of the Commanding Officer of fveh detach

ment.
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racnt. and to perform all the conditions and-agreements hereinbefore contained on ■ he part and
behalf of the faid Erneft Alexander Johnfon, to he obferved, fulfilled, and kept; m ccnf.uera- 
don whereof the faid United Company o f Merchants of England trading; to the Eaft Indies, tor 
themfelves, their fucceffors and affigna, do on their part hereby covenant and agree with the laid 
firneft Alexander johnfon, his executors and adminiftraters, that they the faid United Company, 
their fucceffors anualfigns, fliall and will, during the fpace of' three years, from the laid firfl day 
of Tanuartr one thoufand feven hundred arid feventy-eight, to foe faid fatll day of January one 
thoufand (even hundred and eighty-one, well and truly pay, or chafe to be paid, to the mid Erne t 
Alexander lohnfon, his executors and adminiftiators within onfe month at furthelt after his bitf 
fiial! be prefented for the fame (duly atteited or certified by ■ theCommiffary General for the tune 
being) the feveral Turns of money hereinafter mentioned; thjft is to fay, the ram or teir ionaut 
rupees (at the rate of eleven percent, batta) for the vi&uathngof each and every man, for each 
and every month when fuch men I hall be in the field, and foal! receive his full ab.owan.ee of daily 
provifions and drams, or the pay in lieu thereof hereinbefore for that purpofe provided, and the 
further (urn of five fohaut rupees for each man, for every month when fuch man (hail be in garrifon, 
and fhail receive provifions and drams only alternately, as hereinbefore for that purpofe is-r.ro- 
Yided : and further, that they, the faid United Company, their fucceffors and afligns, (half and 
will well and truly pay, orcaufe to be paid,to the faid ErneftAlexanderJolmfon, his executors and 
adminiftrators, the feveral .{'urns of money fo to become due as aforeiaid, either at the place 
where the (Hid troops, or any of them,' fhail happen to he, oral the Preiidency ot Fort Wrlwnm 
in Bengal -r foe option of the laid Erneft Alexander Johnfon, his executors and adminiftrators j 
alio, that they the faid United Company, at the reqneft of the laid Erneft Alexander Johnfon, 
his executors -and adminiftrators, fliall and will, during the continuance of the laid terwvof three 
years, from time to. time, as occafion fhail require, well and truly formib and provide for the 
faid Erneft Alexander johnfon, his executors. and adminiftrators, all and every fucli eieort a-,id 
efcorts'as (hall be. neceilary for the conveying of his ftotes and provifions to the faid troops-in 
fafet y, and afterwards iuch a guard or guards, to protea and to take care of the lame ftores and 
provifions, as 'fhail he thought neceffary for that purpofe, or the number of fuch troops at each 
01 any particular place will admit a t  And laftly, it his hereby further agreed, by and between 
the parties to thsfe prefents, and the laid Erneil Alexander Johnfon for himleif, his-executors 
and adminiftrators. 'do hereby promife-and agree, to and with the laid L'uited.Company;, their 
fucceffors andaffigns, That be the faid Erneft Alexander .Johnfon, Ids executors or adniimitra- 
Tors, (hall not nor will, during fuch fpace of three years as aforeiaid, vend or diftriSnite, or came 
or fufferto be vended or diftriWed, any extra arrack to the laid fohliers, or any or either of. 
them, either in garrifon or cantonments, or in the field, except in fuch manner, and .under fuco 
reftriclioiis, ar the' Commanding Officer.of fuch garrifon or cantonments, or ot any other ihtrion 
of the troops, may pleafe to clirea cir appoint: In coinfideration of which fail covenant cj agree
ment of the faid Eniei’t Alexander Johnfon, the laid United- Company, for thcmte.lves,. then 

• fucceffors and afligns, do further promife and agree, to and with the laid Erneft Alexander John-- 
fon, hii executors and adminiftrators, That they the laid United Company, their focceflv.rs and 
afligns, (hall and will, as far as in them lies,, and they lawfully may or-can, prevent all and 
every nerlbn and perfons whatfoever, except him the faid Erneft Alexander Johidon, his forvants 
and afligns, from felling or vending arrack whatsoever to the array of the faid United Company, 
either in -garrifon, cantonments, or in the field, iri being the true intent and meaning of tbeie- , 
prefents, and the parties hereunto, that the faid F.rtieft 'Alexander; johnfon, ins executors and 
adminiftrators, (hall have the foie and exetafire privilege of felling the fame .liquors, fubjSp to 
fuch. regulations as aforefaid, and provided he charges, no more than feurionaui rupees per gal
lon for the fame, -n -witnefs whereof the Honourable the Governor General -and Council have 
hereunto fet their hands, and cattfed the common leal of the faid United Company to be affixed ; 
and the laid Erneft Alexander Johnfon hath alfc fet his hand and feal, the day and year fir.fi: above 
written.

Sealed and delivered at Fort'William 
aforefaid (where no (lamp paper is mad® 
ale of) in the prefence of

ARTICLE'S
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A-ilTlCLES of agre<*m. nt indented, had, made, concluded;, and fully agreed upon,, this 
rweoty^tftfo day of 'December, in the year of our Lord Chrift one thoufand feven him-, 
dual and fin-enty-feyen': between the United Company of Merchants of England, trad;-.,;, 
to the Eaft Indies, of the one part; find 1’ rncA Alexander Johnibn., of Calcutta, in the 
province of Bengal,‘Merchant, on the other part; in manner and form follow mg.; (that

Whereas fh® laid Errnft' Alexander : ohnIon'hath made proposals in writing to the Governor 
General and Council of the Breiidcnc y of Fort William, in Bengal, on rhe part and behalf io# 
the laid ’United Company, to ftfridih and fu.ppiy the army, and the troops appertaining op he- 
longing to tire laid United Company, on 'the. Bengal eitablilrunenr. vdth ffich a number of draft 
and carriage Ire; locks, and'with fuch a number o f carnefe, as (hall be warned or thought uec.d- 
fary to be employed ih the field, on account of fuch army ox troops, for the (pace of three years, j 
•to be computed from the firti day of January now next enfiring, and for .the (feffing and kcepmg 
the fame in proper and fit order to perforin their labour, as will within the provinces of Bergd, 
Babiar, and Oriffii, as without the feme provinces, in any other parts and places wherever 
inch army (bail happen to he, on being paid, 'by. the find 'Governor Genera 1 ami Council, on the 
part of the laid United Company,' their jtlicceifors and affigns, the feveral fums of money, fat 
the feeding and keeping the fame bullocks and camel;., as hereinafter is mentioned and agreed to 
be paid him by.the laid United Company. Now thefe. prelencs wimefs, H u t the (>n<i Biped 
Alexander John fort, for and in cohfid'eration of the fbvcral fbias o' money in agreed to be pa id 
him as hereinafter if. mentioned, and of other die cave mints and agreements hereinafter, contain I 
•on the part and behalf of the laid Unite! Company to he phierved, performed, ftrl'hiled and 
kept, doth, for himfelf, his heirs, executors, and admijfiftrators, coven in', picunfe, and agree, 
to and with the (aid United Company, their iucceflors a^d afligns, in manlier and fpmvfcifow-- 
ing; that is to fay, That .he the laid Err, elf Alexander Johiifon, His executors end adinudfir; •• 
tors, (hall and will, at Ids and their own proper coifs and charges, as loon as conveniently 
may he, from the day of the-date of thele prelents, well and truly find red provide a firflicant 
number of good and proper dfdft afid carriage bollocks;; for the uje of the army pf the find 
United Company, and every part thereof, as Wei! within the provinces of. Bengal, h.ihar, and 
without the i a me provinces, wheieve. fuch army, or any .part,thereof, (L til happen to be; and 
having bought or procured the fame bullocks, ihall and 'M l at bis. own proper noils and .charges, 
feed, maintain, >ird keep the fame, 'for and during the (pace or term o f  three years, from the • 
fitft day of January now next fertfuing the date of tlfoie prefetits, until the firft day of January 
which will be in the year of Chrift oiie thoufand feven hundred and eighty-one, in good .health,, 
and fit for the u-fe and lerviCe of ihe army of the Lid United Company. .Provided always, and tt;i.« 
hereby agreed, by and between the parties to chafe prdents, That it (hall and may be lawful for the 
faid United Company, or the Governor f i'eneral yand. Council of the Ihefidency af-relaid for the 
time being, or the commanding officer of the different brigades, or of any detachment of fitch 
brigades, for the time being, during the faid term of three years, to dik:barge any- fuch part of 
the number of the laid bullocks, to be provided as hereinbefore • is mentioned, which the faid 

JUftited Company, or the faid Governor General and C unci 1, or fuch office is dr office!.- as afore
said, (hall'think iilperfiuous or unnecellary for the ufe of the faid army* upon gi vine; otv- irtpntlfs 
notice in writing of fuch intention to the file! Erneft Alexander Johnlbn, or lorn ; ,v to he 
appointed by him to attend-Inch brigade or detachment, in purmanee of th| covenant hereinafter 
for that purpofe contained; and further, that in cafe, af anytime hereafter, during the (aid (pace of 
three years, an additional number of draught and carriage bullocks lHfiU h open to be' vr.mted for 
the rife „»d( trice of the fold army, or of any part of the army of the laid United Company, width 
may he quartered or encartrtped in any part of the country, where no good or pi- per bullock;, arc. 
to be had or gotten, and the find 1 troll Alexander Johnlbn (hall he obliged to fend to a gnat 
ili fiance to purcTiafe aird procure fuch cattle as are fit for the lervice of the 'laid army, in iucb 
cafe it (hail be lawful lor the laid Erneft Alexander Johnfon, bis executors and admir.iftr-tor.v, 
to  draw pay for fuch bullocks, at the rates hereinafter mentioned, from the day on which any 
•fuch bullocks (hail arrive at the fiat ion of any of the brigades, and (hall have been no Her i and 
Purveyed by the Commanding Officer and Ccminiil;! y of any of the brigades .belonging to fuch 
anny.— Aml the fold Erneft Alexander foftnh % for'himfelf, his heirs, executors, anil adminK 
iirators, doth further covenant and agree to and with the faid United Company, their fuccdfors 
arid affigns, that every carriage bullock to I provided by him for the ufe of the faid army, in 
parfuartce o f his Covenant hereinbefore tor that purpofe contained, (hall be in fufficient health, - 
.and proper age and flrepgth to carry on Iris hack one hundred and twenty pounds weight; and 
that the (draft Bullocks to"be provided as aforefaid* (hall he of fuch .age and (Length, that eight 
o f  them fh.ifl be able to draw and accompany the laid army with a fix' pounder gun; ten of 
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•them -with a twelve brafs.pounder: twenty-four of them with an iron eighteen pmiudet .po’mitg 
. ft-urn forty to forty-four hundred weight; 'and ten of them with a howitzer tum brilProvided 

ajfo, and It is hereby further agreed by and .between the laid parties, That before the laid Ernell 
Alexander John foil thall fee tun tied .to receive the pay fur AicTi bullocks,to be provided as herein
before mentioned, that all fuch bullock* fhall firil be approved, on a tmifler to be bad or nia.de 
by the Commander of the troops for the time being, at the refpedli've ftations where fuch bul
locks & 4  firft arrive, the Commandant of Artillery, and Commifl&ry of Mullers;; and that the 
paid United Company, or the faid Governor General and Council,, on the part and behalf of Hie 
faid Company;on any report to he made to them, from fuel, period or.perfons as afprefaid, Brail be
at libeny to difmifs, and have full power, and are hereby declared in fuch cafe to have full pdw.er 
to difanfs, from time to time, monthly, all and every fuch bollock or bullocks as may be repotted 
Unfit far the (crvicc cr lervices for which luch bullock or bullocks were or was defigned; an<.> 
that thereupon the fold Ernell Alexander Johnfon {hall, as Court as conveniently may. be alter 
fodidifmiffion, replace all and every fuch Ji Unified bullocks, with others lit, good, and proper, 
for the u!> and fervice of the army of the faid United Company.— And th-efe prefents further 
witnefs, That the faid Er oUc Alexander Johnfon, for and in consideration of the payments herein
after agreed to be made him by the (aid United Company, doth covenant, promife, and agree, 
to and with- the faid United Company, their fuccefibrs and affigns, that .he the faid Umctl Alex-, 
ander Johnfon, hi' executors and adminiftrators, ilia 11 and will well and truly find and provide 
for rll’ the camels kept or to be kept by the faid United Company, in the provinces of .Bengal,
Balmr and Ori.Ha, or which h  otherwife called site Bengal Kftnblifhnient,. during the fed fpade 
.of three years, -fsorn the faid firft. day of January now next enfuing. good, fufficient, and proper 
Ifeod, ant! proper ler. ants to attend and take care of fuch camels, and every or them, (o that, 
no further ex pence fhall arife to the faid United Company, oh account of the keeping of fuch. 
camels, than what is agreed by the United Company to be paid to him the lard ..Erneft Alexander 
joluiUu, as hereinafter is mentioned; and alfo that lie the faid Krneft Alexander Johnfon, his 
executors and adminiftrators, (hall and will wbli and truly fuftain, hear, and pay all Ioffes, da-. 
l1Ugc, and expences, which may happen during the continuance of thefeprefents, as well A* to 
4 hwftfid'bullocks as the faid camels refpe&ively, whether tfpt fame (hall.arife from the attack ot 

mercies, ordf. oni the death of any or either of the laid bullocks or camels,ot from any other caufa 
conftder^tion whstfbever (faye and except as hereinafter is mentioned), lb that t ’w (aid United 

Comp ny fhall suffer or fuftain m  other charges or expense whatever, in the articles of camels 
and bullocks for'the. ufe of their army aforofaid, other tnan the feveral fums of money hereinafter 
agreed 'to be nai d 'b y them to the faid Ernell Alexander Johnfon, his executors and adminiftrators 
on account of the lame : And further, for the purpofe of properly fulfilling'this agreement, the 
faid Erneft Alexander johnfon doth promife and agree to and with tile laid United Company,
-,t his own colls and charges, at all times during the continuance of thefe prefects., to keep 
a capable anti fufticient deputy with every detachment of the troops belonging to the faid 
United Company, to nnfwer the demands, and obey the directions and orders; of t he Command
ing Officer of .each detachment refpedively, and to perform the conditions ,and covenants 
hereinbefore -contained, on the part and behalf of the laid Urn eft Alexander Johnfon. which 
• deputies are tefpeftively to be fir ft approved by the Governor General for the time being pi 
the (aid Vrefidency, cad on entering into the fervice and duty aforefaid, are to he obliged ta 
.give'fuch rc.-fonable lerurity as fhall he-demanded of them by the faid Governor General; that, 
they the laid deputies nor either of them, will engage in any trade or buiinets whatsoever, other

k than that of the laid Erneft Alexin ler 'Johnfon, refp.e6fing the matters hereinbefore contained,—
And the laid United Company of Merchant s, of England trading to. the Eaft Indies, for the con

siderations aforefaid, do hereby, for th-mfelyes, their (ucceffors. and affigns, covenant, promife, and 
* agree, anti with the faid Emeft; Alexander Johnfon, his executors and adminiftrators, That they 

the laid United Company, their fuccefibrs and affigns, fhall and will well and truly pay, orcaufe 
.to be paid, to (he fad Ernell Alexander Johnfon, his executors and adminiftrators, during the laid 
fpace of three years, commencing and finishing at fuch times as are hereinbefore mentioned, the 
feveral fnras of money following, that is to fay, for every draft Bullock employed on ac.iu.ai i'er- 
,'vice unthin the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orifla, the fura of fonaut rupees three and feveu 
aniws per menfem, anti for evCTy%s triage Bullock the Cum of fonaut rupees three and three annas 
per metifem, and foreverv draft Bullock, either employed or unemployed, and detained for the 
wife of the faid United Company out o f the laid Provinces, the fum of fonaut rupees five per men
fem for every draught'bullock, and fonaut rupees three and ten annas per menfem for every car
riage bullock; anil alfo for fuch bullocks as fliall remain within the faid three., provinces, 
and unemployed, the fum of fonaut rupees two nine annas and fix pic? per menfem: And kir- 
ither, That they the faid United Company, their fuccefibrs and affigns, fhall and will well and 
T-rulv pay, or caufe to be paid,-to the laid Emeft Alexander Johnfon, his executors or admiotftra-

v . tois,
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;tors, for liis care ant management*'anct for the feeding and keeping, and the providing with Set 
van iff as hereinbefore is mentioned, the gamels employed or to bê  employed in.the fervice of the 
■ army of the faid United Company, during fuch time as aforelaid, the feveral l urns of money 
following}, that is to fay, for all am! every camel and camels which fhall be the property of and 
■ belong to the foid United Company, cither within or without the 'provinces, the futtt of fonaut 
rupees fixteen per monlem, and tor each, and every fuch [camel ami camels which Hull be the pro 
pert y of and belonging to Win the fa,id Eroeft Alexander johnfbn, bus executor's and adminiUrai* 
tors, and employed by the niu United Company, cither within or without the ■ pnreffrices, .is 

.a&relaid, the fu>u otYppau* rupee* thirty per men fern; add further that they the l.» fj Unite* 
Company, their fucceffqrs or affigns, flw.ll and will well ami truly pay, or wyfe to be paid, to the 
laid Enieft Alexander Jcfonfon, his executors and admiiiraturs, the ieveral fort is ol: rntwey, fo to 
become due as heteinbeYorefos mentioned,•within one raor.tn :L fartheft after his or their bill and 
hills fhall be prqfente'd for the fame, duly attefl 1, and cettiffod by the ComrniOffry General for 
the time'being ; and that, for the greater convenience of, the laid Erneil Afapndsr jouofou, fuch 
bills fhall be paid or dife barged either at the place or place reftffafoely whyte the fame thall be- IvJ 
cOme due, or at the Prefidency o f Fort William in Bengal, a, tli option off aid the Errtdt Alexander 
’johnfon. And further. That they the lb.d United Company (LaiI and will, during thd continuance 
of the laid term of three years,, from time to time, as dccation f o i l  require, well and truly furnifh 
and provide ihe faid Enieft Alexander Johnlbn with all and e.w i , lufficiunr dcort and efcorts as 
may he neceffary for the conveying the laid bullocks and camels to .< r-d trd.in the laid army, or any 
detachment thereof, asoccafion may require, and when at or w.G la  !• • .unpor detachment, th'.if! 
and will find and provide fuch fafeguards tot ake care of them as fa chat nr/ and dqfeichmqat will admit.
And It is further agreed, by and between tlieparties to theie.prefents, that it at any time during the faid 
fpace of three years the urgency of affairs mould require a further or greater number of cattle to 
be provided for the imnifduie lervice of any brigade of defachmeht'bf the laid ar my, the laid Eraeit 
Alexander Johnfon doth here promife and agree to provide the fame within the fpace'of one mom n 
after notice Audi be given in writing by the Commanding Officer of tacit brigade or detacbmeu! lb 
Wanting the; fame, eithiitto him, or say or either o f his agents or ter cuffs, who fhall relide Iv.H'hr. 
the fame brigade or 'detachment-'for that purpofe; and iff in cafe of'inch emergency,1 the uiuat 
price of fuch bullocks fhemid be thereby enhanced, and the faid Emeft Alexander Johnfon, his 
executors or adnffnilVrators, fhall be obliged to pay to the proprietors of luck catti»more than 
the fum of fonaut rupees twelve and eight annas for every draft bullock fo purchafed, and for each 
•and every carriage bullock, more than the lure of fonaut rupees eight, that then and in that cafe, 
when the Commanding O fficer o f fuch brigade or detachment 11 rail have certified the number fo 
purchafed, and the extra price fo paid for the fame, tile laid United Company, for themfefvis, 
their fffcceflors and affignS, do hereby promiie and agree to pay the laid Enieft .Afficmder John
fon,.his executors and ndminiftraiors all fuch furplus money which he or they fhall be obliged to 
pay for the fame, over and above the fpecified fums above mentioned, and that in the fame manner, 
and at the femej'mes and places, as are above ftipulated for the payment of the other fums ol money 

.agreed to he paid for the feeding the fame as aforeihid. .Provided always, and it is hereby de
clared to b" the true intent and meaning of the parties to thefe prefents. that whenever the roads 
IhaU he'extraordiaary bad, or the bullocks ihall be fatigued with forced marches, and thereby dsf- 
abled from draw ing or carry fog the weight hereinbefore mentioned, or the camels fhall happen to'

■ die from the fame caufe, or cither of them, and fame fhall be alcurtained to the latislaflion of, the 
and certified by the Commanding Officer of any fnch detachment where the lame accident fhall 
happen, that no fuch accident fhall be deemed any breach of any or either of tie  covenants here
inbefore contained, on the part and behalf-of the laid -Rrnvft Alexander Johnfon, liis executors or 
admiaillrators: And farther, that the faid E-rneft Alexander Johnfon fluff! and Will, at the ex-  ̂
piration of the (aid term of three years,"well an 1 truly deliver over to ‘any fucceedtng contractor, 
or lo any other perfon or perfons the laid United Company • or the Governor 'General arm Cmunc: ■ 
for the time being, fhall appoint, for the purpoie of rfeqefting the fame, ali and every-the camel 
and cairn ’ » u Inch foal I be the .property « f  or 'belonging to the laid United Company, and which 
at fuch time as aforeiaid fhall happen to be in the cuflody or power of hitft the faid lirffelt Alex..ri
der Johnfon, his exep.it.crs or adminulrators. In witnds w hei^r the Honourable the Governor • 
General and Council have hereunto fet their-hands, and caufed the common feai or the faid United 
Company to be affixed; and the uid Emeft Alexander Johnfon hath alio fot. Ins hand, and -foal, the 
day and year firft above written.

Sealed and delivered (where'no ft;amps
, are ifl ufc, or to-he had) iff prefence of , r._
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ITXSTi! A C T  of BengalMl!ua>:: Cmfultanm, 22 Nww&er a7,3 t-
*

in  Circulation.

E X T R A C T  of a General Letter from tile Honourable the Court of Directors to the Honourable 
ths Govern of" General and Council, dated t :ch April rjriJ.

' The Secretary apprehends the Several • paragraphs ce)atirt£ to the .draft ami cvriage trains, in. 
this genet ai fetter, have.been !w fninak? font to the military department, as the terras at that 
*ontra<St we ••'finally concluded in the Board' of infpe&km.

'Tire •Secretary rMjuefh she dife$iom of the Board, u»fpefhng t lie cits >ing .uh» .execution the 
Court df Directors ciimiauds. ' p f'

Par. $ and 8. Tobc publjifhfd, the reft to be trapsft n«!fi. the. Board .of infpsStort for cob- 
fderatjoi. ' ' f ■'

E X T R A C T  o f  Tetter from Brigadier Oeneral Stibb.ert. to the Ho« 

nouraldlc Governor General and Council,.' dafedi 33d Augu.(l 1778.

Oinittpd on Confutations., but taken from a Printed Paper, fuppofod to be printed b f
M r. Croftes.

EX T R A C T ' of a Letter from Brigadier General Stibbert, to the Honourable Governor General
and f'ctji cil,dated2?d Au^uft 5778.

W I T H  refpedV to the bullock? of the army, T am afraid it is hnprfffo’e that: the Company 
ftip.nld ever 1 furniilied with focb.as are fit for t,he Crvice, .at the very ' w rates that 

are now given for them, which it is well known are rto$ Efficient for the ixm.rsdfor to pjsoyid* 
good ones, and feed them property, without being a eopiklerahfo io»er fey his v opt r,.Ct: tbs 
< fm'.t qiK-inis, that the army is always. fbopUed with had cattle (at leaft m l with men as the 
importance of the ferv ice they enter:.ained for regun-es) which are as badly foils and this.
■nmifo a!Wavs continue i--he. the cafe, nil Governimnt is pleakd u» take the.matter iufp.confide- 
ration, m d allow loini\. nsr more for the, pro't{ • ,i u n p . and till the tout*;actors are-tied.up.
1:y i\;cl 1 penalties and forfofojr#^wilfoohlige, them to famt thp articles of focit coijfpiSs -r- 
/mother reafou w h ?  the CompanPrive fo r Ionic years pail beyn fo ill f'erved ip. the bulloek  con- 
irad, has been,, giving it away, at foe e>tpruij!tin of every twelvemonth, fee-the term,of one.
•year only, which U too Tort a,time for any contradfor to hold i t , fc as to d :< juftfoe to hi, en-., 
ga gem .ait::. Accordingly, inftead of taking the nepeflary meaiurec for procuring Applies of good 
.cattle, and for laying m magazines of grain for their tapped, from the ce:..tings where'tiwy 
could he bell or cheapcfl had (which it cannot be expedited, aov, porstr idor will Jo, ’■ vlym. he--. is lia
ble to iofe his contract in a few months, and does not know that lus lucceffor will take them off

his
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hands) it has heen too much the pfadVioe to traft to getting both from the bazars, and diftyi&s. 

where they have Been immediately wanted. The difadvantages, and often difirdfes, which thi s 
inuft occa'ion to.the fervice, are too evident.—The caufe of thefe may however be laid to be now 
removed, by the prelent con truth being gr tnted for three years; but that alone,,! amperfuadcd, 
w:il be found not tufficent to remedy our having bad bullocks, which nothing can effectually do 
but encreafing the rates given for tin in. The executor o f the- deceased" contractor, 1 am to id, 
though ' have no authority to fay it from himfe’ f, is to ienfibie of the difadvantages and trouble 

. of this part of-his late brother’s cont ract, that he would readily give it up to any perfonwho 
-would take it off his hands; in which cafe, 1 think it would be very proper to have it feparated 
from the,vi£tualUng contrail, and given to lame adive perfon who has time and leifureto attend 
•to the proper management of it.

Should the Board, from what I  have here reprefen ted, think it expedient to allow an higher 
fun? for the p ro v; f ion c f  the bullock1 . ,1. would ad vile that a standard ihould be fix d for the fsze 
of them, under which none ihould be admitted, add that were not itrong and bony, free horn 
defects,,, and in all refpedts fitting for the fervice ; that norm alfo ihould be admitted under or above 
.a-piefcribed’age; and that, previous to their being received and mntiered at the ftations where 
.they ace required, they trail be examined by the Commanding Officer, the Officer commanding 
the artillery, the Affiftatit-Q uarter-iViaiber .General, and Commiflary of Mullers, and ail filch as 
do not anfwer to thole particulars rejefed.—That thofe received into the fervice Jhall, at the 
•time of examination, have the C vrnpany’s. mark put upon them; and that the contradict Inal, 
.irtcwf a penalty for marking arty bullock, or any perfon doing it for him, for the ole of the army, 
without authority—That a furvey ihall betaken regularly every three months o f  the Hate of all 
the bullocks,- at the different -flattens of the army, by the lame officers, and all that may be found 
unfit for fervice discharged—That reports o f thefa fnrveys, and of the infpe&ionof all that are 
received and marked for the fervice, (hall be tranfmitted to the Commander in chief, and a copy 

■ of the fame to the Quarter-Mafter-Gexieral, to be lodged in his office. 1  hele mcal-uies adopted, 
1 think will fecurethe provifionof ftrong and able bullocks for the l'ervlcc; at leaf!, I know of no 
otherfolikely to do it.

That they may always be well fed, and in good condition to perform theTervices required of 
them, the coidractor fh-ould be obliged by his cOntnidi to give the draft cattle two Seers and 
an half, and the' carriage two feers of grain each per day; and when graft and forage is farce, 
inch a further quantity, not exceeding three feers arid an halt to the draff, and ibiee leers to tne 
carriage, as it may he found neceffary for. the Commanding Officer of the ft at ion where they 

fare kept to direa. ‘ A t prefent the allowance given by the contradfor to the draft cattle is two 
feers, and - to the carriage one leer; which, when grais and forage are vety plenty, and they ate 
not worked, might be Sufficient; but at other tiroes, and when they are wrought, it evidently 
not lb; and if the bullocks are once allowed to fall off in fleffi, and get poor, from afhortneis of 
■ food, it takes ferine months to recover them, and the fervice mnft on fuch occafions, when they 
are wanted,-'fuffer from it. But this would not be felt fo much as what it is at particular lea- 
‘forts, were the cattle to get regularly the quantity o f grain the con traitors have made it a rule 
to fix as their .daily allowance; which, from the plundering of the banians and their underlings, 
all of whom mu ft have a feeling out of them, it is very certain they < - > not. By tlv • contr afitora 
being obliged by .he articles oftheir contracts,to give the draft bullock as far as three and an 
half feers, and the carriage as far. as three feers, of grain per day each, whenever they lad -oft in 
flefli, and r nay be found neceffarv for the Commanding Officer of the troops to order it, to 
keep them m good condition, it will become their immediate intereft, when they know they are 
liable to fuffer net dr doing it, to look, better after their people than they now do, and fee that the cat- 
•tie are taken proper care of, arid not defrauded of their due allowance, indeed this bufinefs U to-, 
-much left at prefent to banians, who, nobody I believe can doubt, will make every advantage of 
-it that their arts can contrive, and point out to them, amt that lies in thei-r potgei. But oe.ede* 
-the intereft which the contradlor is hereby made to have in taking cute teat the cattle are properly 
.-looked after and fed, it will he neceflUry that the Company {horrid allow 20 or 25 rupees^ per 
month to a good' Serjeant of each o£ the brigades to over fee them, under the direction 01 the Com
manding Officer of Artillery, where there are artillery corps..1̂  i  his or tome adequate allowance 
.not being made to thefe men, for their trouble, they wilt take it item the banians; which muft 
■ entirely deftroy the intent of their appointment.

V.OL. V , 3 H I have



f t ?  f t
,- . . . .  >. «? ^  O - L j

"Time fhcmaht if nifceHaVv to make thefe oWi rvatieus to H« Board refpefting the bullocks 
of the forces car. eve, be made without them, chirr, in my opmton, a

very ferious attention.

I have the Honour to fubferibe myfelf,

Fort William, Honourable Sir, and S. ' • \

« d  Auguft 1.778. Your moft obedient, ,• * -

and very humble Servant, „

.(Signed)  ̂ G . S T I B  B E R T ,

......„...- - ----

C O  P Y Proceedings of the Cover not Ccnetrl arid Council in iitc iw.r 
1714, relative to the Bullock Contract.

A B S  r t t  A  C T  of the Proceedings of the- Honourable Board o f Inlpeition, rcfpeftmg Ate Ad- 
juftioent of the Bullock Contract, and the Appointment of Sir Charles Blunt to the Agency.

To the Honourable Warren '-fadings* E f#  Governor General, &c. Supreme Council.

.Honourable Sir, and Sirs,

trN iov cbntraa with tire Honourable Company for fapphring the army with bullocks and '
'£ /amols. there is the following claufe:-~“  Provided alio, That m cafe the Company, at the 

u  expirationeft? months from the commencement: of the contratt, be dehrous to reduce the 
«  efiablhbnieht, that the Company (hall be iinpowered io to do, on giving fix months notice to 
«  the en trador of fuch intention 5 which notice is to Specify the number ot bullocks to be 
«  dimited or difehartred—That in cafe the Company % H  reduce inch eftablifhment, that the 
«  comrsflur fliall Jwoaid for bullocks which (hall be difiniued, a gratuity of 13  ficca . upees for 
«  ev ,rV year which (hall remain unexpired 01 the original term of the contraband-tor winch 
«  the bullocks could have been retained had no fuch redu^on been made— That the payment oi 
« •t his gratuity (hall be made on the redu&iotv, taking place. Provided alfo, I  hat U-lhall belavv- 

T i.fa l to t!je Company, to er.tend.tl, contra ft for the term of one additional year, on one years 
«  notice being given to. the coutraflor, before tin- expiration of tour years, whether they -mend 
«  to lengthen and extend the contradl; and ih cafe, no notice fhall be, given, that, the comma 
«  ihali br: continued for the term of due additional year beyond the original term ot five years.
No notice having been given me, I am ready to go on with the contrail for another year, that 
is from September 1784 to Auguft 1785. But fttould it be-more agreeable to your Honourub.e 
Board to clofe the contrail in September 1784 -5 on tne focowing conditions.

xft. 'That'the difference between the price of rum and'-arrack be-paid to me, agreeable to the 
■ Board’s reiblution of the 23d Auguft 178 1, communicated to me by the Secretary m the tol- 
dowfng words,

S  The
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«  The. Board are peife&lv fatisfied that the price of rum uiuft lie greatly enhanced, and much 
dearer, fince r.oftiiities Were commenced again ft the Dutch. and that it will coil you perhaps con* 
fidqrab'v more than Batavia v.vwck uted to do.;, but as1 will be made in larger quantids now than 
formerly the Board are hopeful the difference may not be very great in the end. However, vyhst- 
ever it may be, upon your certifying the fame properly to the Board, they will allow you the (lit- 
•ference that may strife on that account,”

The difference amounts, as per certificate enclofed, Rs 45,410;

•.adly. That nty ftock.be taken off my hands by the Company at the following valuation.

.4074 Bullocks, at 30 Sa Rs p-.v bullock.

142 Camels, at-2531) > per camel. j

18  Breaking-in- carriages, 6 for each brigade, at 80/1 Sd Rs each.

Buildings for cattle, near Calcutta and the oth< • i'atious, at 'Rs 15,050,

Thefc prices will, I.hope, apjit-ar I'eafonable to yovtr Honourable Board, when 1 can with ; =o- 
-priety allure you, that I' 'have frequently paid for bollocks .at the rate of: 40 or S° h’ s each, and 3 
to 50b for camels. The'o 1 offer to deliver to the Company are all good, well- trained 'bullocks,
■ and faeh as I am convinced cannot 1ms procured die where.

When the laft reduction of cattle was made, I  gave up the premium upon thofe which were 
difeharged, which was my right; it would have amounted to 40,39.00 Rs. 1 gave it up, as I found 

lit was not the pleafure of the Board to allow it. But I muff now beg leave to ftate to you, that, 
upon making, up my accounts, 1  find that my total Idfs upon difeharged cattle>co.mes to nearly 
one lack of rupees, which 1 am ready to teflify, and is too heavy a lofs for me to be,rr. i hope- 
therefore that for this, as well as for the..relinqu;thovfnr of my contra#, you will f.llow me an 

.additional to rupees a head for the-bullocks which I offer- to deliver over to the Company.
r

I have the Honour to he, with the profoundefl refpccl;

Honourable Sir, andSirsi

your moll, obedient,

and moil humble Servant,

•Calcutta, (Signed JO H N  FERG U SSO N , Contractor.

:d6*h .January 17.84,
4 1 j ■ ■■ *■-, v; : (v H ( ' q- . H ; \

Governor General. ad February 1784,

The firft article of the propoiM m the contraHors letter being the difference between the coft 
of rum-and-arrack, is founded upon aiefolution of this Board, and from that eircvanfiance will of 
courfe meet with the .concurrence of the Board.

The other articles regard the-'rate at which he propofes.to deliver his flock to the Company. In 
Hating this, his ajguinents appear xeafonable, and the calculations, at medium rates; iadep'endant

■ ' T  of
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of tins, ferae return is due to the readinefs with which he reiinquifhed his right to a gratuity upon 
the hfi rt;du£Uon, In confidcration of this, 'and the very heavy lots (near one lack) certified to 
have been incurred upon difcharged cattle,. I propofe that his prelent tender be accepted of, as 
flated in the letter before u s; lam  flill further induced to this, as our prefent fituation makes 
fee wife to make him a propofal of a furrender of his right, to which we may the more readily 
hope for and claim his concurrence, after we fhall have yielded to fuels of his claims as have, ap
peared reasonable to us. The propofal!. would recommend to the Board, if  they concur in the 
above, is this,

That war being now at an end with our national enemies, .as well as with all the powers of 
Hindoltan, it becomes our fir ft abje# to reduce our military eftablilhment, and every thing con
nected with it. to its former Hate, or even lower, if the general peace, and probability or its 
duration, will admit of it. The contra# offers one, of the mod conftderable obje&s in this line ;
I  therefore propofe that we explain the ground of our'views to the contractor, and recommend.to 
him to join in the general welfare by a furrender of his rights on the full of next month, making 
abatement of the profits he may thereby relinquifh and leaving it to the candour of the Board to 
make a finafand equitable conclufion. I feel fome fatisMtion in making this propofal, bechufe 
the grant of this contract has more than once drawn dilagreeabie and undeferved reflections, upon 
my perion in particular, founded upon my known regard for the full contractor Mr. Croftes. 
The urgency and difpatch of war will not fuit with the cold and flow proceedings refills ing from 
ftri# ceconomy ; 1 therefore agreed to the apparent high, terms, that. 1 might he allured o f good 
let vice: 1 mull do him the juftice to fay that 1  have not been difappointud, either in him or his 
fuccefior Mr. Ferguflon.

But now, that a change of fituation ftimulates me to attend more to eoconomicalthan any 
other plans, I am glad to {hew that no confidcration of private fridndlhip or regard can thuni be
tween me and what I  conceive my public duty.

If the contraSor’s reply {hall appear reafonahle to the Board, it is my intention to recommend 
that an agreement conformable thereto be immediately made with him for the furrenderjof hi? con
tra# : and that the chforges of ftippiying and feeding bullocks and camels for the ufeof the 
army, and victualing the Europeans on this eftablifhment, he managed by agency inftead of con- 
conti a#, not ̂ loubljing that I £hall he able to make it appear that great livings may be made by 
this change of the mode.

Mr.Stables. 5th February 1784,

I am ibrry that. I cannot agree either to the Governor General’s propofitions or to the con- 
tra&or’f .

The contra#or’s demands, exprefled in his' letter, if I tuulerfbmS them, amount to shove 
2,6c,coo rupees, for his ftock, for relinquishing his contra#, and the advantage which, he con
ceives he has obtained by the omiffion of Government, not having given him notice, in Augull 
I aft, that his contra# would not be continued beyond the ftipulaterl period of five years. For 
my own part, I did not know there was inch a claufe in it, and I hope and trull no advantage, 
will be taken of it i  But if the contra# niuft go on for the fixth year (which is a point o f law 
whereon the opinion of the Company’s AdvocateGeneral fhor-ld be taken) I conceive that it is 
our duty to gi ve the contra#or immediate notice, not only that the contra# mull expire on tho 
31ft of Auguft 1785, but alfo that we will reduce, fix months from this date, the number of bul
locks in the following manner 5—The brigade and troops ferving to the Weft ward of the- Caram- 
nafla ihould he continued to be fupplied with bullocks on the war eftablifhment as at prefent ; the 
bullocks for the troops ferving in the provinces and at the Prefidency Ihould be reduced to the 
peace eftablifhment, or at leait one half from the prefent number.

The propofition to put-chafe from the contractor his ftock, and to pay him now the amount 
o f the profit s which he may Hate as likely to refult to him at the end of nineteen months from

this

■ °=w- " ' ' " " ' :...... . .....  "



*1iis (Lite and of carrying on' the bufinefs by ageney, appears to me to: lead to an iivadsfe, *m- 
ftead of decreafe, of expeace.

The orders, of the Court o f Directors on this fuhjttT, m h  April 1781 ,  whet) I ha*' the ho- 
•juur to he a member of trie Court, a copy o f which is her ■ annexed, are cieaV stud dstuncl, irni 
ought to be -obeyed;.

Par. 6 1, !t We therefore dired, that in future no. greater number of draft for carriage r>ul~ 
«  locks !»e«nterfained, to he paid for by the Company,, than ft;all he necei&ry 'tor the ifervir : 
«  that the terms>®f the Co»tra6t he always -adverti-fod one, year .at lead before the oKpiracie;' of 

■ «  the foHtftfog cen tred th at the low-eft ttaanr, wire gpod iecurity for perform-abr-gya -, accepted.; 
■ « and that no con trail for bullocks be on any account: coischidqifora, longer tefn: than three,-. 
“  years.”

•Mr; Whiter. t'xth February 17^4.

vf !o the frrft Articl.;.

.As rh« Article•kra-slreadv l*t . allow'd by the .Board, the difiueaCe .o f .price “between, rdm. 
and attack mud Iv canted tv-the credit fid >' C>e can , amor’s aosqouBt, whip her his ctom-r.:.-' 
Tbs clofed in 1784, or' permitted to nitron till A up all 1784;  k«! therefore the payment" of

• rupees 4$,4x0, being the fours fpecHied. in thecoot.rafilo.fs certificate ;as the - hi Is ■«!*. 1 ted by the 
delivery o f one article in the, place of another, ca'iisc*. bi'-eOniideied As maLfog any part of the 
conditions oil wlf.clrthe contrnftor oilers to furrender his contract.

To the fecond -Aiticle. . .

As the prefont contractor'' received that part of Ms flock Which way comprised*fa a former 
■ contradt, from his.-prede'ce'flbf, -and as 1 undert'fuad- it lias,ever been ev>(ternary to transfer the 
iiock at the: expiration of the eontraift to the fucceedmg cotltradio:, t. ice no reubn why the 
Article fhould not be complied'uvrthj and as the coafoatix-r, upon a former redudion o f cattf,

■ appears -to -have gi ven up an advantage'm -which he was justly codded by ..he terror o f his con- ■ 
tr.nfl, and now o&rs to deliver to the Company a flock of. valuable, w«;U-fo*3 loped., trained bus 
•locks, fuch as, 1 underhand, cannot be procured but at a very gre.it 1 .hk, and in 1 h -it length 
•of time; anti as it is abfolutelv ncceiTsry that' the Company iivould have y ,flock of cattle; 
and as it likewife appears much more lor their i.utercf to purebafo tHafe that are well trained

• and fit for ufe, than to buy 'others, and he at the e-x.pence of breaking them in, I think the
addition of xo rupees, in the prf.e.of each bullock no mare than rertfasable, -nmi fhallkiserelore 
accede to the 'contractor's demand, as well as . to the rates fordfted.'&r the- remainder''of his 
flock, />.

With refpedl to' the order s 'o f the-Court of Dir'efSlors, quoted by Mr. Stabler, I  lira ft cb & r^  
they have already been complied wiih, and the number of bullocks reduced in -conformity there* 

vto ; fosse which the' Commander in Chief (vide his letter froth' May 1 7,83)' nett deeming ti.e 
number of cattle remaining after the reduftiou had taken place luffidertt for the fowice, applied 

' for an additional Quantity;--but the Board, wi fixing so coniine the cattle to the number preferibsd 
' by tbs Court of Directors, .tejedletl his requeft.

Should a redudlioti of the army hereafter take place, fome further rakuSfion of bullocks will 
likewife be neceflary, which, can be much more cafiiy eJiech-d under an agency, than it can pof- 
■ fihly he when under the ref|ri$ul limits of a contract.; but as 4674 bullocks do not much exceed 
the nuatber kept in '.fervfoe' when the army was not one third of its prefer*;. flrength. I do nor 
conceive that the eftabliilnuent^ofcattis' can be much reduced.

For thefe reasons, therefore, I agree'to the Governor General** proppfr.is of obtaining & Air* 
render of the contract in A uguft 1784, on the conditidds offered by tire contractor; and, for 
’fimilar reafons, I have no fcruple to give my content to the obtaining a relinqu'ifiiment o f it at 
this time, inftead of Augufl. 11784, in cafe the contractor .will. • agree to give it up upon foch 
terms as '{Kali appear advantageous, and enable the Board .to effeft a faying-in the- article of 

ntrsilkary expence, by -the.' mode- recommended; by the Governor Genera!.

Y o u  V* 3 I 4 fore
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Here follows the Commander in Chief's letter, referred to in the above minute.

T o  the Honourable Warren Mailings, Efquire, Governor General, foe. Members of the Board 
V' of lm'pectidh.

.'Gentlemen,

You have been plea led to direct, through your Secretary, that the eftabiilhment of bullocks 
be reduced to 4074, the numbet ordered to be retained by the Court of Dire&ors for the lervice ’
<>f Bengal and its dependencies, which inftrudtions I Avail caufe to be carried into execution with 
ss little delay as poiltble.

But previous thereto, I rnuft tequeft to be informed if it be your intention that this number 
Brail be the eftablilh meat of draft and carriage bullocks, exclufive of the Beattie bullocks attached 
to the feveral corps, which, till the .commencement of the prelent cantraiSh, were entirely dillindt 
from, and not included in, the efiablilhment of bullocks for the army : and 1 muA take the liberty 
o f  offering it as my opinion, that the bullocks employed in that department of t^t lervice Ihouk! 
again be kept Separate. as the prefent. reduced number of draught and carriage cattle, will not,
•during the war, allow of their being fumifoed out of the fixed complement, without fiibje&mg 
ioms pans of the feu-vice to probable inconveniencies.

I have the honour to be,

. . .Gentlemen,

Your mo.fi obedient humble fenrapt,

fw tW illiam ,  ̂ (Signed) G . S T I B B E R T ,
iOth May x; 8.t,

Agreed, That the Secretai ; do write to the prefent contractor accordingly.

To William Buihby, Efquire, Secretary to the Board of Infpeccion.

Sir, ‘ G   ̂ ' ' - •'

I have received the favour o f your letter of the 12th inilant, acquainting me, that the 
Honourable the Governor General and Council have been pleafed to accede to my propofols for 
fur rendering my con;, raft pnxhe 31ft Auguft 1784, as dated in my addrefs to them of the 26th 
January:, and informing me further of their wifh to obtain a relinqui/hment of it on the 1 & pi 
-next month, in dead of 3 s d Augu'iV'i 784,* and defining me to inform them what my profits 
would he for the enfui .g fix months; “  that is, from the tft March ,784 to 3 id Auguft 
“  1784.’ ’-  In wlwer to .this reqoifition, I beg leave to acquaint you, that I calculate my profits 
at the rate o! 15:000 S'- R> per month, and.which 1 hope the Board will be pleated to allow me 
for the fix months next eriiuing. This, however, T fubmit to their candour and jutlice, being;
«vet ready to accbtfimodate myfelf to their views: but I hope they will not make the cornpen- 
fati'on for the krrrender lefs than the fum 1 have here Hated, as I can prove that i have now 
upwards of one lack of rupees of bad debts on the contract books, which have been rndifpen- 
fably.occafion-d by ray being compelled to give my agents an unlimited credit during the w ar; 
and to wipe off which, I have; no relourcc whatever but my expected profits from this to 
Aogufi. . .. i ". ■■■ ■ '■ ,. '

• the amount of my flock, and other articles Hated in my letter of the 26th January, as 
weli as lor the conipen'ation above-mentioned, I hope the Honourable Board will he pleafed to 
ifive orders on the treniury m my favour, as i have borrowed large funis on account of the 
vontraxSi, which is liable lor them, and the only fund from which they can be paid. The fur-

render
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.Tender of the 'contract and of the flock, as Rated injny.letter'of the 26th January-T7U4, will 
•of courfe be made by me to you on the iail day of this month; and. I ivquail: the Board wjM 
iillic the neceifary orders for their being received, and for victualling the Europeans,

1  have the honour to be*
■ T/TF;. 'JwSWwM?-̂  ' ■ 'hi;.' 1 ' a, ' '' i .to,, . to,//; A

; ^ § 0  'j'toF-v . Sir,

Your moft obedient;

’ • humble fervant,

Calcutta, . J O H N  F E R G U S  S O M
33th February 1784* Concvaaor.

■ Governor General,

The contract or bavin? V-nputed, his profits at 15,000 R* per month, as .gained up m  an aw - 
rage, with, all tfi.e hazards of a perilous, campaign , and high, rate o f grain, attending that part o f 

Jus dock which was m the Carnatic on ferviedy and as the indemnification for the tmu to come, 
whatever {hall be allowed will be a clear gain, without, either rilk or trouble attending , ] ;»os 
o f opinion, that the allowance of 10,600 R> per month, for the enduing, fix 'months, will be an 
•equitable accommodation, and recommend that «t be granted him, in full, for the conflderation 
of his yielding this -interval of the period-of his contract

I alfo. ag*ec and recommend, that for the amount of his ifock, and other articles fpecMel in 
M r. ferguffon’s letter o f the 26th ultimo, as well as for the corapenfa'tion above mentioned, -m 
u< count thereof be made out by the Secretary of this department, and orders on the treafory 
iiTued to the amount, in favour of the contractor, to be delivered by the Secretary to Mr, Fer- 
guffon, on his final fat-render of the contradt; and the Secretary will confider the ‘aft month!«■ 
returns, as a voucher of the number of cattle employed by the contta&or; -and in cafe any ih >ai,j 
he found deficient o f the eftablilhment at the expiration of this month, when the whole are to 
be delivered over, the •contrudor to be bound either to' complete the eftablilhment, or to mato 
the neceffary dedu&ions accordingly. * ' i"

It is with great ladsfa&ion that I lay before the Board 'the accompanying letter from the con- 
tradio,, who has listed, with mne n candour and exadlnefs, what his read orohts have been 
■ during the war. This letter will, I  hope, fully contradict the various injurious reports which 
have been railed againft the. terms o f the contrail, the profits of which have been greatly *xa<*- 
gerated in private letters from hence, and which have forved to prejudice- the minds of the pec- 
pit in England, and of the C-ourt of ib'rcclors againft it, as particularly appears from their letter

toe _ . ' . It is now made evident,, that the terms o f the contrail wetfe
by no means too high; and 1 am, fatisfied that every man of candour, and convedanf. in bufmefs, 
will admit, that a profit of 15 per cent, as Rated by the contraftor, certified by ids book-keeper,’ 
•and which can, if neceflky, be verified on oath, was by no means adequate to the great tifc to 
Which he has been expoied.

To the Honourable Warren Haft'ings, Efquire.

Honourable Sir,

On a fuppofition that the terms I have Submitted, for furrendering the bullock -contraA in 
AuguR next, will be thought reafonable, and .agreed to, I beg leave to make fock obfervations 
is may be ufefol regarding it in future,

v. During the war 6700 bullocks were not always fufficient, extra ones having 'been required at 
. titties| but ft now- appears that-on a peace eftabfilhmenC 4074 will do-j and as tlwfe will belong

t«
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’ ’k> .ami fewer 'firdart and4riirers .wilbbe wa«&?4 I-conceit t-haf .*he,£$Ep?neH tna-y
•■use ocivfufettibiy wljteed, . : ' ' ' '  % 'S P 3 :;

The J» fm t allowances to the cohtra&or, in In time of peace, when bullocks are not wanted
...... r ' time of war, are* • , ; { o r f e r v i c e ,  it may be done, and by

agency, as follows:

Per bullock,. 3 feer of gram, or 1 ,, Two -fe*r of gram per hattock — 2 J  °
on March 4 leer J K  3 Picket ropes, A.c. -  - 0 8 0

Allowance for ale, hire,-and) ,-n 0 of a driver — — 0 <f ° t
cafualt-ies J ' ^  of a'firdar ~  “  °  a 4i'

' 'Picket ropes, bridles, pads, ■ &c. I o o ..... - —
i  a'driver' — — a 8 o 3 14 4|

of a iirdar —  •—  0 8 = 0  Straw, .contingencies —». © 7 7 !

;R :’ 8 1,2 o. Rj 4. 6 o

7 6 7 0 c - W l l o c k * , « t  '8. ;i 3< “  .... 7;,03,500 0 0
'Which have been reduced to 4074’ at 8, -*■?.. 4,27,770 o o
.Sovirw alreMy made, dv the redwAion ofthe number, —  —  W W  0  0
'Further laving that will be made by reducing the. ex peace of feeding, as above, 

a tid-by obtaining a fur-render,of the com rad and traalaCimg .the buteels by
1 agency; viz,: A
4074, on a war eftablULment, by contra^,, a t '8, 12 . 'is - 4,31,25* 9 0,,4 1  — — -at ,4. '6- - 2 ,1*6 25  12 9

Saving i t  9

3’ otai Saving *w R« 4*f-*>355 12 9
Tlve bullocks are^o-w well framed .and fcafenpd, ami the 'number of iirdars and drivers can 

ibe readily augmented on an emergency.

T'evoot and Durbunger are the only .places where fuefo bullocks can. be had'} they cod: there 
■ from 2.0 to go R ‘ each, and sbo-iit as much more before; -they are trained and Ft for iervice,

M y  profits, during the w i ; have only been 1.5 per cent, on tfie amount dilburfrd for vitffual- 
Jinc the Europeans, fijd Hrnilhing camels and bullocks, which was not to the rifle; lor
jf t)jp JVJaractas had entered the provinces. I fivaft hav* been ruined, I hsie promts are ado liable  ̂
to a redufl jou on account of ..bad debts, of which I now h*v* A- 10,09,21$.

I was under the necei f i ty-giving rny agents unformed credit, '9nd» a® their -accents could 
not ;>e furniriieci regularly,*’ I often hgil iicfcheck gppn them until it was too late* ouch ioca«- 
veniencics dp not anija in time of pea&e,

I; iljail with pleasure/attend, when called, to giye any explanation-that may be tlefired.

M y reafons for taking the liberty of ftatrag thefe faffs to you, are on account o f the very 
viinjuit clamour which has been raifed againft the bullock contrad, the profits of which have 
been exaggerated in a molt incredible- maimer.

In order to be certain that rov calculations Were right, I 'have deli red my book-keeper to 
compare them with the contraft books, and lie will, certify’here under that they are cxa&.

I have the honour to be, tnoft -Telpeflf uljy,

Honourable Sir,

Your moil obedient niftt"

mofi: humble fervaitt,

(Signed) ,.J  O a  N  F  &  &  G V '$ S O ^

P.S. The
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,P. S. 'Hie calculation of R* 4. 6. pet bullock is made on a fuppofition that they remain at 

/fixed Rations; when on March one 1'eer more gram fliall be allowed, and a driver..to every two 
'bullocks, This will be a temporary charge which cannot now be eftimated, and will feldcm 

. '-be incurred in.peace.

<5igr,ft) J O H N  F E R G U S  S O N ,

I do' hereby certify, that 1'have examined the eontrafi: hooks, and find that the aferafaid cal
culations, regarding profits, and bad and doubtful debts, are juft.

(Signed) W , F A I R  L I E ,

"Mr, Whaler.

As there appears, hy the accounts and eftinutes before the Board, that a very confiderahle 
Living will be effi'C&d, in favour of the Company, by procuring a furrsnder of the contract at 
this time, “upon the- conditions recommended Hy the-Govemor General, I am of opini an that 
they ilintkl be propofed ro thecontractor, and upon his- acquiefcing thereto, that the custrafi. 
fliould ceate frotmthe ift day e f next month, and the bufmefs be finally clofiecl.

M r. Stables.

I have already exprefled my -fenfc of the obedience due to the orders o f the Court of Directors 
■ relative.to the bullock contract, I fhall be very glad i f  any diminution of expence be ei'Fedt.ed 
by the mode prtjpofed by the Governor General.

It is not yet obvious to me that there w ill; -but-1 cannot venture to give an;/ Luther opinion 
■ on this point, until the ihtement of all that is to be paid to the contractor, as well as the terns 
o f  the expedited agency, be explicitly laid before us.

(Signed) J, S T A B L E  S' '

16th February 1784,

S T A T E M E N T  of Mr. Fergufiarfis Claims, as admitted by the Board of Infection.

rift. Difference betwixt the price-of rum and arrack, as already al
lowed by the Board’s refolution of-the 23d Augnft J?8t - -  OR* 44,410

■ ad. 4074 bullocks, at 40 S- Rs each, is — —  Sa R» 1,62,960 1,89,033
3d. 142 Camels, at 250 S» R" D ° — _ —■ —- 35,500

,4th. 1 8 Breaking-in carriages, at 800 Sa P,.s D c 14,400 16.704
5th. Eftimated value of the buildings — ■ ■— 15,500 1.7,400

‘6th. Compenfation for ftwrender oi the contrail at the expiration of
■ the pselent mdnth • —  . — —  60,000 69,600

Total — Sa R* 2,87,860-=CR3 3,79,327

'Errors Excepted.

14th February, (Signed) W « B U S H  B 7 ,
1784. ‘ Secry.

Vou Y, 3 It February
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™  .February 1784.
x^overnor General, ■

i!ie  Governor General begs leave to deliver . the pi m mentioned in his minute of the 
tor conducting by agency the bufmeis of the late army contrad; arid for 

tub purpofe,  ̂ recommends that a Company’s covenanted fervant he appointed agent for fupplv- 
•mg ami feeding bullocks &c, and for vidualiing the Europeans on-the-Bengal eftaMifhmcirt, 
tinder thefollovnng regulations:

■y lfl> That ht llial1 rec:ei ve A e flock of die late contra&or, as dated in his letter dated thel&th January.  ̂ . . . . . .

-ad. That his expences for feeding, &c. be limited not to exceed the following rater

a Seer of Gram per Bullock -  _ 9 R .....
Picket Ropes, &c. ~ _ _ ■ g

0} a Driver - - __X
•1-40 of Sirdar -• -  __2

• htiaw, Contingencies, &c. -  » _ ~~ *j 7I

.; Re. 4 6 —-

_>S. li. On; march, one driver to.be allowed-to every two'bullocks, and 3 Seer of cram inftebS 
of tsvofeer.; which, is taken from the peace eftabliilunent, as hated in' the Gontradfer’s letter tn 
tue Governor General, dated 3d February 1784, but to be reduced as much as poffiblebeiow 
-t lji ,ate» t0 which, a reliance mail be placed on the .fidelity and adivity of the agent.

i  As to the camels, it is propofed that they ftiU be .reduced, as toon as it em conveniently be 
r r‘C and till t.ue redoaion takes place, the agent to be allowed i6 R s.p er month for .feeding 
iiiem, and for all other charges attending them, 0

'*,hat th* condudiing of the agency be fubjefled to all the controls and check s, regarding 
■ inufici and feeding, eftabhflied m the late contraa, with this addition, that the commanding 
cfacc! at each Ration mail grant a certificate monthly, at -the market price in his camp or canton- 
inmt oi « ? b ;m icks 9s «gf,rd the agency, and that this accompany the monthly account o f the 
vgmu; and whenever if fhall' appear from this certificate that the price of grain fhall exceed 24 
leers for one ivpee ficca,-ill that cafe alone (lull a .proportionable ex'cefs, above the limited .rate 
lor brd'oeks, be allowed in the account of the agent, And in order to prevent the fwdling of 
ottice charges tor management, ike, at the Prefidency and fubordinate Rations, it is propofed that 
The agent he allowed a commiffion of 10  per cent, for Iwnfclf, and jy  per-cent, upon the aiftur.l 

.. «' iWir foment, for ah charges .of agents and effice -whatever, throughout the whole army, which 
according to the foregoing limited rate, will amount to Rs. 4*, 388 8. for himfclf, and 16,041 
*01 ,,n his charges,-And, ,n order to enddurage him to procure every article at thecheapefl rate 
poA.pe, the Governor General turther propofes, that a premium of 1-36 be granted to the agent 

..nut of the. laving that may be effected Ifpon the limitedjrate. '6

j 01 example, if the expences can hg reduced to 4 Rs. inftcad df 4. 6. each bullock, the pre- 
m mn to be paid out of the faring to the agent .will be as follows:

4074, at Rs. 4. 6 per Month, is per Ann. -  - R s. 3,13,885;
■ 4074, .at Rs. 4. — per Month, is per Ann. -  -  1*95,552

•Saving —  Rs. 18,333 

ai-c-of which to go to the Agent, being - .„ 6,u,r

' ' ' '  ’ V ." ' ' Wi t k



"With' regard to the tgeqcy for the victualling contrafiy it no further-regards the Company, 
than to fee that jufhee Be done to the men. The payment of the agency is a lloppage of the batta 
allowed to the men ; ihat'is to.fa'y, the ageist flush receive the batta, being jo  fotiai.it rupees on 
fell, aid 5 fonaut rupees- on half.hatla, and furnifti the Europeans with tire 'fame articles as 
were fupplied by the late contra«9 :or j ami in lieu of all contingent charges, for office, Greats, 
Writer, or tranfportation of provitioiis and liquors, the agent lhall he allowed 9 comrmilou of 7 1 
i|>er cent, on the amount of the batta rolls, which will come to about Rs. 18jO0o per aunu.it,

With refpeCt to the paffing and payment of the bills of the army agent, it is propofed to, be as 
'follows 'he agent: lb all procure mu Her returns) of the cattle at all the different {rations of the 
•army monthly,- which will fpecify the number o f bullocks, and drivers at each flat ion, and b s  
-counterligned by the Commanding Officer of the corps, -and the Commanding Officer of the ar 
tillery, under whole dire&ions the cattle flialt'be muttered} the price of grain to be alio cert shed 
in the return.

From the returns fo procured the agent fiiali form his monthly hill, which will o f ,ctnirfe com
prize the whole of the Jilhuriunents for bullocks, and which (hall be paid, hy the military V - j -  
mailer General, -provided lie find it to correfpond with the returns; and which, with the agent’ s 

' receipt for the amount of his bill, ftall he • fufficient voucher to the, Cptnmiflary General for 
paffing the-charges' inthe military. 'Paynvaflef'Genetdl’s accounts. As To the--.bi,li$ for'victualling 
the Europeans, featta roils lhall he tn do out at: each flat ion o f the army, for each company, 
which lhall fpecify the. number of Europeans, the number on full, and the .'.umber on 
half batta, with the redfons for receiving full batta. 'This batta roll to be-.figried by the C ap - 

’tain-or Comu- a iding Officer of each company, who fliall'be anfwerab'e to the paymafier for any 
retrenchments that m>y be made from it. '1 he batta roil lhall. be diicharged by the military 

. Pay mailer of each flation, and ill >11 be lent with his monthly accounts to the • Commiffary Gen- 
serai; and the batta roll, counteifigned as abovementioned, ill all be fufficient vouchers for ad-- 
•tnittihg the-charge in thepaymaller’s accounts.

The agent to be fumiihed with copies of all orders iffued by the Board, regarding the bollock-?, 
and vi dualling ti e Europeans.

• \  (Signed) tW . H l S T - I N - G S .

'The Governor General propofes Sir Charles Blunt for the Agency.

TMr, Staples, . ' -

I wiih to convince the Court of Directors, that there is a  difpofirion in this Government to 
fliew obedience to their orders J and I. am determined that their orders fhali be the only lulearid 
guide of mV conduct.

With refpe&'to the ntopofition now in circulation, for fupplying-the army in future by agency 
1 pofitively chje6l to-it, a»d will agree only to fuch meafures as are ordered by the Court ot D i
rectors ; T mean-by advertifement, which-is the only mode o f afeurtaining the adtpul expence, and 

-■ the mofl beneficial to the Company; and perhaps no other will ever fotisfy our fuperiors, that 
our meafures are not jobs, or the effect ot private and fecret influence.

With rel'pedf to the contractor’* claim now before me, amounting to Rs. 3,79,327, and anad- 
■ -••aftment of his account, as I have already difapproved that contra& in a. different flation, it-can- 
i o t  be expected that I will counterfoil that opinion, or make myfelf -anfwerable.; I rauft there-

' iore
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if;.releave it to thofe Gentlemen, who were parties of the contrail:, to elofe it, and to be them.' 
sokes refpofsble for the conffequeftces o f this deviation from the Court of Director’s orders.

(Signed.) J  O H N  S  T  A F L  E S.

T o  William Bufhby, Esquire, Secretary to the Board of infpefVion.

' S ir, ; . ’ ' ‘

I  have received your letter o f the 17th inftant, and chcarfully fubroit to the furrendering .of my 
contrail on or before 15th day of next month, upon being allowed a com pen fat ion, at the rate 
often thoufarul ficca rupees per month, from that time till die 3 i it of Augeft next; and 1 en
gage to deliver over to the agents o f the Company the -number .of cattle belonging to the eft.ab- 
hihment, as',dated to my letter of the 26th ultimo, having accordingly directed my .agents to be 
prepared for doing fo, as per accompanying copy of circular letter; but if any cattle Should he 
■ wanting, 1 hereby engage to replace fuels, or to pay for them at, the fame rates which the Com
pany' allow me, I therefore beg that the .orders on the txeafury may be granted to me. as foots 4% 
p o p  hie, when I will deliver up the contrasts.

I have the honour to be,. Sec.

.(Signed) J  O H  N  F £ R G  U S  S O N ,

*Ca 1 cii tta, Con t ract s r .,
24th,.Feb.ruary 17H4,

/ ,

Copy o f Circular Lett .vr from <he Contraflor to the Agents, dated 19th February 1784,

Sir,

I have agreed with Government to give up my contrails for victualling the Europeans and for 
3applying bullocks ami camels, on the Jjtb  next month, by which time they will appoint form? 
per.on to take charge.^ All the flock will then become the Company’s property; I. therefore re- 

■ rjiuelt yon will have it in as good order as poffible; 1 mean the bullocks, camels, and breaking-in 
carriages; and if  .arty of the letter are too old for repair, .1, beg you will order qew ones to be 
made.. Any buildings, bunglows, or feeds, which may have formerly belonged to the contra&s,
■ or have been ereded at myexpence, together with the meafuies for liquor, ‘ and any other im
plements that are now in ule for the victualling branch, alfo the accoutrements belonging to the 
drivers and cattle, are to be-delivered over at the lame time with the cattle.

(Signed) J  O H  N  F  £  R  G  U I. S O N.

A  true copy Contractor.

3d March
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3<i March 1784..
M r. Wheeler.

1 h'avd '{Mdddfs upon the fub’eft ofthe Bullock Contraft, becaufe try (entiments were io fully - 
recoti!cd Upon its inilitution.

f

I am nevertbefefs under the neecffitY: o f obfemng, that however improvident the Original en - 
gagernent may have.appeared to me, 1  have the f;it;isfatiipn.of teeing it doled with an advantage 
o the Company of at leaft one Jack-and a half rupees ; which advantage rcJults from;.th?/differ- 

■ ence between the fum paid as an indemnification to the contractor, and the monies bo would have 
received had the-, contrails been continued till its intended period. In »c pod to the. orders ■ f 
the Court of Direftors, of adyertifibg for levied pro.pofak, theexperiment has already beers-tried, 
with much inconvenience to the Company, and lot's to die party cent) idling. 1  ,?iis requires .c'o

'further elucidation ; -it being.perfe&ly'-weli-known to the Members of Government at-tbe/time the 
contraft fa enteied into expired; and" Whether the reduction from the prefent contrail, of St. 
Rupees 8. 12. to St. Rs. 4, 6. per month, will jollify the Board in-their deviation from'the'drift

• orders of the Company, mud be determined 1 y our luperidrs, and can be as eafil-y. alcertained by 
:many individuals now redding in England, as it is already proved to iny fatisf.iction ; and for the
above reafons, i Ihould think I did an aft o f great. injuflicQ ip the company* wire I tp’ with- Hold 

m y  content to the redemption of the p’refent contraft. 'Whenever the war with the. .different 
powers ef Hindoilan ihah be terminated, -and the pi incigal detachmentsreunited to the army, it

• will' then'be proper to coniider whether-to continue'the. agency now eftabiiJhed, or t enter into 
a more pemanent engagement,.'by. fup l̂y-ing. the army with bullocks, upon .co;itraft. for the 
period recommended by the Court of Ducftdrs; and 1 therefore agree to the appointment of Sir 

’••Charles Blunt,

(A-trae Extraft)

W 1 L  L  I A  M B 'U  S f i  B  %  ,

-Late Secretary to-the Board of lafpefttum -

i iX T .R - A C 'r  o f  the General Letter to Bengal, dated j&th April x/S6>
•refpe&ing the Bullock Contrad.

MfaBUMM-i'KM <mW. .‘*UM'W

EX, 1 l l A C  1 of Court's Better to Bengal, -dated 12th April

Par. 66. F  j  AV iN G , in our letter of the n th  April 1781, exprefled a general difapproBatipft 
, . 1  I  ofthe contract concluded in September 1779, for fupplying the army with huh-
***«$  &c. as -w-ell'on account of the length ofthe term it was to fobfift, as on account of the high, 
price to be paid, we iiKmld have oeen well pleafed-afits-being annulled, were not the terms upon 
which the contraft has been relittquiihed nearly as improvident,* ind almoft as much complained 
of, as the contraft -itfelf.

'W l - ^  ‘ 4  L 67. The
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67, The contra® was to fubfift forgive years. from'the i ll September 1779. On penning 
the agroeoiwir,- we ohferss that it wasoption.il in the Company to exte.r! the form; anothe r year, 
it was accordingly flip.ulated, that utile(V notice fhouhl he given to tbecootcafilor, at the esihof 
four years, of the Company’s intentions herein, the contract was to continue to the end of the 
fixth year, or to the ill of September 178.5,. One of our principal objections to the contrail., war

, on account of the term of its exigence being for five years; we accordingly ci ededf that one year 
at ieafi before the expiration of this term you ih.o . 1 artv • ti‘-■ for propofals for a new comr id  
upon the lowed forms, and that no contract for bullocks ilioutd be on any account concluded at 
a longer period than three years. But notwithflan ling thefe pofitive injunctions you hot o.niy
negledted to adv.ertife at the end of four years, but omitted to give the contractor t he notice above 
Ipecified, by' which om i flion the contra® became legally extended to fix years, thereby furniflt- 
Ing 3 pretext for purchasing a relinquilhment oft he contrail at the expiration of five years, at, the 
expence of C. Rs. 3,09,32.7, The coropenfation to the rontrr.dlm fo. his lurre ida of the con
tract, at the expiration of the month of February 1 “ S4, is ft .ted at 69,6600, making together 
the enormous fum o ff  Rs. 3,79,327,—-The particulars,, as entered in the extract of proceedings 
« ;:>h'e .Hoard of Inlpcdlion, refoedding tin; bullock contract, are as follow

i f i  Differonce'hetween the price of rum and arrack, as already allowed by the Board’s 
refb’unonof the rg;d.August 1,781 - Gils. ’45,410

2d, 4,07.4 Bullocks, at 40 Sa, Rs. each, is' - Sa, Rs, 1,62,960 —  1,89,033
3d, 142 Camels,’ :at 250 Sa. Rs. each - 35,50b — 41,180
ntlf. 18 Breaking-mcarriages, at 800 Sa. Rs. each • ‘14,400 —  £ 6,704
5th,."Eftitnated value of the buildings - -■ 15.,.00b . — ’ 17,400
-btlr ''Compeniation for {offender of the contrail at theiexpira- - 

• ' tioh of the preient mouth ' - - 60,coo — 69,60a

Total —. Sa. Rs. 2,27,860 G. Rs. 3,79,327

68. Upon a flight and fuperficial view-of the preceding account, it appears as though the, Corn- 
par y had receives! a valuableconfidenition for the whole fiufti -which it was thus agreed to allow 
i hfi contractor; but upon a more accurate examination .of the iubjedt, and of.the materials on 
your fnb'equcnt poemlings, the reverie is evidently manifefted.

69. By a claufein the contra®, the bullocks were to be of a certain height and ftrength, above 
the age of four years, and under the age of fix, and .to-be continued to the age of twelve,; and no 
longer.—It mull lie remarked, that there is no ftipulation in the contra®, for obliging the Com-

, pany to take the flock in hand at its exportation, and it might therefore be reafonablv fop.pofed 
that as the contra® was drawing near its termination, the flock of cattle would not be the heft; 
but without ordering any mu Her to be made, of the bullocks, which would have been a very natural 
proceeding, or any examination as to their fitnefs and ability for; fervice, and o f their ilandard,

,.lwe, and age. you agree at once for 4,074 Bullocks, at 30 Sa. Rs. each (with an additional 10  
rupees a head, on account of a former difeharge of cattle) amounting toC. Rs. 1,89,033.

70, As no examination was ordered previous to a final fettfoment with the contra® or, fo we do
no: find upon your proceedings any report as to-the Rate of the cattle, which you had thus m- 
•-difci imfodtely. pui chafed, untill dome nine months'.after the bufonefs was concluded; when the 
-/.gent whom you had -appointed for the future management of this department obferved to you, 
that having had no authority to d-ipofe of the lean, old, and galled cattle, and to (apply
theii places- vtkh/rr/h, ymtng/loce, it could not be expected their general.appearance fftould be 
improved, or indeed fo good as formerly, dpecinlly as'the prefenr. flock of cattle confifted moflly 
01 Inch as have been-at work five or fix years, a very Jmall number of them betngkjs than ten er twelve 

.,jymrs old,— I here.yeed.no further evidence of your improvident -condu® u m i  tin., occ r.U n thtip
is here.given by the agent.--- Nor is this-the whole-extent o f that evidence,— He .fuppofos ,th,ft 
•twenty-five rupees ;gach will he iufficient to provide fre/h-'and young bullocks to replace fuch is 

, were unfit tor ter vice, ..-and .which you had pure hafed at thirty rupees; and rupees ?00.each for 
camels, for which you had paid 250.

I J ,  Having
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con t raft or was fu'ffered to have a'legal da; tn upon the Ccrtoatvy for a-continiKuiee of his contrafifc 
to the end of-fix years.} awl of the improvident bargain'y’ou rhad.c with him, for procuring a re
linquishment of the'entitiadl, particularly as to agreeing indlfcrrifiitiately to receive his hock o; 
cattle at an extravagant rate,' without any' e-x.dtr.iuatiort as 'to their fttriefs for for vice; we {hall 

..proceed to 'notice' soother breach of - our orders, in two m fuhcrs; firfi, in not adverting for 
propofals— and •fecofttlty,:in refolving to manage this bufinels in future by agency,

72. Our letter of the 23d. March 17,70 pofitively dire&ed you to adveuife.i for, and receive 
fetch propofals as might be offered- for fupplying the troops with provilions, ■ and for furnilhing 
draughtand carriage,bullocks.; and in alt cafes thole propofals which appeared the mod renfori- 
able in point of charge were to be accepted. Our letter-of the i 2th July' 1782 contained a gen
eral dijajjproba'uo'n of age: ci-es, 'and -of the t'5 per Cent.commiffion allowed- on the agent’s ’diff 
-hurfeiuhnts,; -and diref.led' all inch appointments to be annulled, adhering to and repeating our 
former orders, that filch part of the Company’s bufinefs as could he done by contract; flioutd he 
fo executed; hut in the mfhuice before us thefe injunctions were totally difregafded. We oh- 
ferve that you agreed to allow the agent fixteen rupees per month each, for feeding t42 fcaraelt 
-which you purchafod from the contraiSior., and lor all other charges attending thefn ; of the profit 
which would have.arifen to the agent from this-allowance, we are not able to judge.— We ob
serve, however, that by the minute of our late Governor General, Mr. Waitings,, ftjbm string- 
•this niepfure to your approbation, it was propofed that the camels be reduced fo Toon as ir. could 
■ conveniently be-done; upon which, it is natural for us to remark, that if fo great .'''number of 
.camels were deemed, at the time the purchale was made, no longer neceffary. tor the nfe of the 
.army upon a peace ellabiiftimci-'t, it was a w.afie of the public money to jmrehafe of the contrac
tor one'hundred .and forty-two, at 250 rupees each, amounting ir. the whole to 4 1,180 current, 
rupees; and that this number was neceffary, appears'by a fubfecjirent letter from your provincial

■ Commander itt Chief, -dated the 16th February Lift, wherein' he ftates that ninety would be fuffi- 
•cient; but as the elephants, of which he likewife propofed a reduction, were'furniihed by a-con- 
>tradt, of which there were then t wo years unexpired, he recommended that the camels employed 
-under the agent {Should all be discharged, and the furplus elephants diftributed in their room, 
which was accordingly agreed-to.

73. But we are not aide to afeertain the whole ex pence of this agency, or the extent of the 
profits to the agent; for we find by your confutation's of the 31ft January 1785, the agent re- 
.quefted an allowance of aco rupees for the annual repairs of each breaking-m carriage,
.3,coo for -the rent and repairs of-godowns. -and fheds.

74. Although in the meafures taken by our Governor General and Council, -on thefutjef -of 
■ the agency given to Mr. Auriol, as well*as that which was afterwards committed to, Sir Charles 
Blunt, we find much reafen for cli (approbation, we do not mean to imply any cenfure upon Sir 
Charles Blunt, vhofe condud feerns to be f ree from any imputation of neglecd. or unfairnels;  
and if his reprefentation to you on the 16th Ju ly  178 J'is founded' in truth, as we fee no reafon to 
doubt, we do not confider the allowances made to huh for the commifftojvaml «xpences of the 
agency as unreafonable,

75. We obferve that Mr. Wilder, in his minute of the 3d March 1784, declares his opinion,
that the experiment o f advertiiing for fealed propofals, in purfuance of our former orders on the 
-fubjedl of victualling and bullock contract's, “  has already been tried with much inconvenience 
“  to tlie Cohip my, and lots to the party contracting;" however, we muft confcfs the truth of 
this pofttion has not been iatitfadlorily demonftrated to us. 1  hat particular-contracts might fail, 
we do ’not doubt; the contrail might be injudici.oufly formed, or various c ire am (lances might 
-contribute-to its failure, which were never properly inveftigated ; but, in  a general view of the 
fubjeft, we have not leeo iuflcient caufe'to depart from the principles which have always actu
ated our isilltubuons upon this head, that, in a contrail properly guarded and formed, with 
xefponfible perfons, upon notice publicly given a fonfideiable time before-hand, the Government 
is let's liable to be deceived or ill fierved than it is by the mode of agency, where influence is more 
likely to prevail, where every erroneous calculation turns' to the public detriment, and at all 
events the expence is indefinite. '

76. The early attention you gave to this important article, after the reftoration of general 
..peace, is highly fatisfa&ory to u s; and we approve the reduction you ordered on the 13th

April
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April 1785, jn conference ofttie%uii.oft^ou:had'()Jjtaiiied'fi-om' cut Provincial Oonrsm-H 
i  indr We further rely on you, that when you have received an explicit ani'wer to ih7  tefeiVrce 
made to him, as meintoned i:i the 8i.ft Par. of your irrfpedtion letter-of 3 ill Jui - 178c -ind-h 
cohered every poffiblo information upon this fuhje®. you will, adopt Such a plan for the 'better 
viC nailing pf the army, and for the provibon of elephants anti bullocks, :?$; may be agreeable to 
onr former and prefent orders, anti bell calculated to promote fhegoed of the Vervice " and «  
toe fame time, cdhfiftient'With that oeconomy fo neceflary to be cbierved in every branch of^he 

.public expenditure, *

%7* W ?  c ■ nuot conclude thefe animadverfions, without adverting lihewife to your ! -tt'-u's.ij»
, 10 ‘£ciet ‘lrP- inspection of the 25 March and 31ft July left f giving.you the due pralfe
lor the prog refs, yoii have made in the general reduction ofexpen-ces, am! referring you to our- 
former order s-ef,the s t£h .April a o d > iu 8 piembei lift, ou th-s very important fuhjedl,

" 1.ftiiif '.r, |W«—  

C O P T  of file Proceedings of the Governor General and Council, in the 

f eais iy8$ 'ind 1.786, relative to Sir Ch«lies .Blunt's Bullock Agency 

•and Contract

K X T R A C T  of Letter from the Governor Genera! and Council, 'in their Secret Dvnartmbiit
of Mpe&ion, dated 3 til July 1783. ‘ 1

SOICr, 1 tforrn has been propoied- in the bollock- and gunpowder .agencies, and We were donb'*- 
iu, vy newer it might not be, ajvifeabfo to publifli for proposals for tho execution of thefe 

dmics by contract; but as t'hefe are materially connedied with the army, and as an apparent ad
vantage gamed by converting thefe agents intb. conn iA  on.iower form's, might in reality-be.at- 
fomircl With-great lots to the Company, the Commander in Chief has been requefted to look over 
tine papers relative to thefe agencies, and p.opofe to us any.pl an. for condvuTng the .duties, -which 
u>ay at once be .favourable to public oeconomy, and the; real good of the ftp vice,

EX T R A C T' of the Proceed tugs of the Governor General and Council, in their'Sfefcrtt Depart
ment of liifpe&iors, 'dated ill Auguil -1785,

The Governor.General informs the Board, that he bad in contemplation to r.ropofe Tome re- 
form in the bullock and gunpowder agencies, abd that lie wilhed to have afeertainod, whether 
»y  punhlhing tor propolals for the execution of thofe duties, agreeable to the general tenor of'the 
Company's commands, they might no? be managed at a lei's expence, and with greater benefit: to 

> 1.. .c L omptfii j  &1 atereiL t .out as b&th thefe branches of tte ftevlcd- atb'tn$i£.ffalty cotmeSed wuh
■-■She
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the army, and as an apparent advantage gained by converting thei'e agencies into contrails on 
Sower terms, might be‘in reality attended with a great lofs to the Company, the Governor ocu- 
erai xequeils that, the Commander in Chief will be pleafed to look over the papers relative totheie 
agencies, and propolis to the Board any plans for conduding the duties o f them, which may at 
once be favourable to public economy, and the real good of the ienrice,

E X T R A C T  ef the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council, in their Secret Depart
ment of Inspection, dated 34th Auguit 1:785,

The following Letters.received from Mr. Mackintosh and the Army Agent, ■ ■we now recorded.,

To the Honourable John Macpherfon, Efquire, Governor General, and Members
of t he S u p rente Couhe 11.

Honourable Sir, and Sirs,

Having been Agent to the Contractor to the array forae years,_ arid having acquired a know
ledge and experience in that time, I am induced, in thefe times of public laving®, to lay before 
»ou the following propofols, which 1 hope will meet with your approbation. I  wilt feed, &e 
every bullock, for 3 Rs. 10 As. per month, and every camel for 10  rupees per month, inclu
ding the prefeiu number of drivers;by which, I believe, the Company will fove about forty thou- 
land rupees a year, after paying me the prefeat commiffion of 17$ per cent, on the dilburfe- 
ments, according to the prefentellablilhraent.

Should the Board have any doubt about this, I beg it may be referred to the fay-rafter Gene
ral; and in order -to make it more clear and fatisfa&ory, as well as to prevent trouble, and the 
{Welling of account, 1  alfo agree to do it by centred, for a term of one, two, three, or more 
years.

With refpea to the viSualling part of the contrail. It is already doneonfuch low terms, that
I cannot undertake to do it for ids.

If there is any exiliing engagement binding on the Board for conducing this bufitiefs, it is far 
from, my intention to pretume that they would break ft, I only made the above proportion, its 
the belief, that if they are not under engagements, they will deem the favings 1 have Stated a« 
<sbje£k well worth attention.

I have the honour to he.

Honourable Sir, and Sirs,

Your moll obedient, and

Calcutta, nioft humble Servant, -
■1 $ February 1785.

(Signed) Win. M ' I N T O S  Hr

V e t. V . •. 3 M  .. T h *
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The Honourable John Macpiarfon, Efquire, Governor General, &c. Members of the
Supreme Council,

Honourable Sir, and Sirs,

^have bad the honour to deliver-in proposals to your Honourable-Board the 15th ultimo, for 
..i-edmg, etc. bullocks for 3 Rs. 10  As. pet month,' and camels for 10 rupees per month; by
w.itch it appears the Company will fave upwards of lixty thoufand rupees a year, agreeable to the 
iate ejtabl:ih.nsent, as pubiifhed in general orders; but left it fhouid be fuggefted, that !'have not 
ipecified what quantity of gram every bullock was to have per day,. I now beg leave to maintain, 
that I mean to conform in every refped to the two regulations (namely) to give every bullock 
two jeer -of .gram per. day,, hefrdes the, ufual allowance of ftraw, exclu.fi ye of picket ropes,,, with 
the fame number of drivers and iirdars as are particularly ipecified in thefe regulations, which are 
to be bindpig on me; and in order to remove any doubt the. board might have, 1 will give un- 
•••ueftionab.e iecufity for my fulfilling the. terms of the contraS for a certain time of one, two, 
three, or more years.

1 have mentioned, in my letter of the 15th, that if: the board was under any erigaoQents to 
the prelent agent for conducing this bufinels, I  could not prefume they would depwtlfrom it.

I have the honour to be, •*

Honourable Sir, and Sirs,

Your moil obedient, and

Calcutta, mofl hamWe-fervant,
10th March, r/g j.

(Signed) W m, M ‘ I N  T  O S H.

( .

i 0 the Honourable John Maepheifiop, Efijuire, Governor General, &c. Members o f the
Supreme Council.

Honourable Sir, and Sirs,

f J r W 3 w P°ifl!u W!lich Ii ,at3 the t0£iw  in a E-tter bearing date the 15th February, for
I T  , bulI?cks and camels, I mentioned, that the vi^ualling part of the contra# was 

a!ready done on fuch low terms, that 1 could not offer to do it for Id s; but in cafe the Hon
ourable Board fhould underfland from this that 1 have a delire of their being feparated, 1 beg 
jeave to mention, that it is my with they fhould go together, as they have hitherto done. ^ •

I have alfo Offered, in my letter o f  the 10th infhnt, to give undoubted fecurity, to which I
,efert being with the tuoioft-refpea, }>

Honourable Sir, and Sirs,

.Your moll obedient and

<4* m S “ ’ , ,8 j .  1," mbie &rv3M>

(Signed) Win. U  *' I N T O  S H.

To

* . ' V'
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T o  the Honourable John Macpherfon, Eifjuire, Governor GenmT, and Council of Bengal, 

Honourable Sir, and Sirs.

As-i humbly conceive she accompanying reprefentations to your Honourable Board to contain 
, a full and fatisfadfory anfwer to the offer lately made by Mr.'Mackintolh, refpe&mg the feeding 

of she army cattle, I  requeft the fame, together with the papers accompanying it, and Mr. 
Mackintosh’s letter .to the Board, may go heme by .the fir ft opportunity to the Honourable 
Court o f Directors, for their full information refpeding the manner of that bufinefa bciap 
conducted by, “*

■ Honourable Sir, and Sirs,

. ■ Your mofl obedient

Humble fervant,

Calcutta, (Signed) € H  A* W» B L U N T ,  .
15th March ifiji*  Army Agent.

Ho the Honourable John- Macpherion, Eicjuire, Governor General, and Council, Bengal* 

Honourable Sir, and Sirs,

I bag leave to Jay before your Honourable Board the following reprefentation and remarks on 
M r. M lntofh’s letter rdpedmg the feeding of the army cattle.

On a i up portion that another year of fcarcity, fuch as the lad, fhould again occur, it requires 
no argument to prove that M r. M ‘Intofh cannot feed the cattle for the fame money he can do 
now that the.fcarcity no longer exifts, and the food of cattle is become, and daily'is becoming, 
more and more cheap. His ftatement, therefore, that according to the prelent efhbli foment 
Iks oiler holds out a laving to the Company o f more than 60,000 rupees per annum is not: ftri&ly 
true, and tends to miflead the Board.—Whether Mr. Mdntojfh means that additional drivers 
and food, when on fervice, with pads, ropes, &c. are included in his offer, or means they fhould 
he made incidental charges, is not clearly expreiled j neither does the propofol fpeci-fy the quantity 
nor quality of food to be given, if any checks or controul o f Commanding Officers op thele 
heads, or.as the real numbers to he kept up, in intended. But however he may mean on thefe

Rs As J
points, the difference between 4. 10, *he prefeot rate o f feeding, when grain is at. a medium

K
price, and his propofal of "3. 16, on 3,000 head of cattle, amounts only to rupees 36,000, in- 

■ ilead of 60,00., as he dates. For it would- be unfair to ftate the prefent eftanlifoment to coft 
the Company, on an average, that which a year of famine has made it amount to. But his 
erroneous ftatement tends further to deceive’the Board; for at the prefent price of the food of 
cattle, the agent: thinks he may Safety affirm, they are in many places at this time fed undei the 

■ ' Rs As , ■ ■
the rate of 4. 10, and-by the prefent regulations of the agency, the price of feeding falls with 

- the-price o f food,- and this the agent is of neceffity bound itri&ly to obferve. So that if the 
pnri- of gram continues to fall, as there is every realon to expecSh the charge to the Company of 
Seeding their cattle, with drivers, and all the other articles, will from this time be as low as 
Mr. M ‘Intofh’s oiler; and ins bqafted laving, therefore, on the prefent dlahlifoment, will very 
RiOf ! fink to nothing. It cannot be the intention of Government to deceive themfelvos, by ftip- 
fofjng it in any man’s power to keep their cattle sn .proper and fcrviceabie condition, in times 

great ftarcity,— 'Whoever undertakes to-do fo in fuch times, mult either fail in his contract,.or 
rum the cattle by illicit practices, fuch as giving improper food, or jfhort allowances, or defraud

the
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tire Company, by charging non effe&ive cattle and drivers; fo that Mr. Mftntolh’s offer amounts 
in fact to no more than tins—'That he is willing.to contrail to feed the cattle, in cheap times, 
as low as the pretent agent is bound to do it, and will venture'to contract to perform, in dear 
times, what no man can perform. The rate of agency was calculated from medium prices; and 
the Ipirit and intention o f it is, throughout, that the cattle being the Company’s property, 
fhoukl always, and at a certainty, be maintained in healthy and ferviceable condition, let the price 
of gram rife or fall, confident with juftice to the Company, and a fair ad vantage to a refponfible 
fervant.—Sure it can never be the intentions of Government to put that fervant in a {ituation 
liable to ruin,-by binding him to perform what, may become impofiible for him to perform; which 
would infallibly be the cafe of a contra# taken out. at a low rate, and focceeded by feafons of 
real fcarcity. .With refpecl to the fecurity offered by Mr. M'intofh, 1 beg to obfcrve, that the 
prefent agent, being a Company’s lervant, is always under fecurity, and is befides liable to djf- 
m iff on from the fervice for mifcondudl or breach of trull, and thus is liable to a much heavier 
penalty than any pecuniary mul#, and under ft-ronger fecurity for his good behaviour; befides,- 
any fecurity Mr. M ‘Intofli can give can never avail the Company, becaufe the points to he fe- 
cured, being general and indeterminate, it will ever be next to impoffible to prove fpeeific charges 
fo as to recover at law. Should the cattle at any time hereafter be found in a lhve unfit for fer
vice, he has it always in his power to fay—the fervice has been hard; the cattle have grown 
old; the feafon has "been inclement, and they have been fed as well as the low price allowed mo 
would afford; fo that the fecurity offered by M r. M ‘Intofh, in fa# , gives him no title to a 
preference over a Company’s fervant already in polfeffion of the office, and without the final left 
complaint againft him: Should this mode of application (uncalled for by Government! be ad
mitted into precedent, rio fervant of the Company can think himfelf fafe in his office; any per'
Ion who. is out o f employment, or junior fervant, may .ftep forward and lay— I wifi make 
gunpowder cheaper than this man, 1 will make fait cheaper than that; man, and l will make 
cloth cheaper than another; the ill blood that mu ft neceffarily enfue, would produce effe#s o f 
the nioft mifehievous and fatal kind, and put an end to all harmony and confidence in the fer- 
vicf, M r. Mftnfofh confeffes the victualling branch of my office to be done on fnch low terms, 
that he cannot undertake to do it for Sefs, and he fays true; 1 can produce in fiances, where the 
batta drawn, with cotnmiffion upon it, does not amount to the expence; and I mu ft beg leave 
to advance this as a reafon, why the two branches of feeding am! victualling fhoujd not be fepa- 
rated, the duty being performed by the fame affiftants, the expence is thereby divided, which 
would otlu rwjfe fall too heavy on either. 'Die late reduction in the number of cattle having 
decreafed the agent’s co.mmiffion one fourth, without feffenmg his expence in the (mailed degree, 
is another reafon againft further reductions upon his office; on the whole, whenever the price of 
the food of cattle mail enable M r. Mftntofti to maintain them.in proper ferviceable condition 
at the rate he offers, it will be ft ill more in the power of the agent to do fo,. becaufe he has Eu
ropean and other affiftants a#tag for him in both .branches; and when, from the high price, of 
grain, it will ..at be in the agent’s power to keep the charge of feeding below or at the rate of 
tin prefent agency, it unuii be equally out of the power of any other per for. to do fo by fair 
and honourable means. A circumftance I muft beg may aftra# the attention o f the Honourable 
Board is, that at the moment, of my entering upon my office, and ever fince, it having been 
a time, fcarcity, almoft of famine,- it' would be unfair to calculate the Company’s average ex- 
pence by fuch a year, and it would he unjuft to deprive me of the opportunity oj making appear 
the advantageous footing the agency Hands upon, at the moment an appearance of plenty affords 
a profpe# of their doing fo; the injuftice muft. appear ftifi greater, if it is confideird i have had 
innumerable difficulties to ftruggle with, owing to many neceflary regulations lately fubmitted 
by me to the Board- being unprovided for, and owing to- fuch a general fcarcity of money, that 
though employed by an agent difimrftng the Company’s money, I am at this moment in ad
vance confiderabiy more than a lack of rupees. I therefor* truft the prefent offer will not 
appear to hold out any fuch advantage or laving as to entitle Mr. M ‘Intofli to difpoffefs a Com
pany’s fervant of his office, even if the Board fhould determine to make any alteration' in the 
mode of conducting the bufinefs, but which I trull they will fee no caufe immediately to do; 
as I have reafon to hope it may fliortly appear, that the agency, upon its prefent footing, 
has been under the confederation, and has received the approbation of the Honourable Court 
o f Directors.

Prefuming that a matter of fo much importance as the permanent good Hate of the army 
cattle,- will not be decided upon by the Honourable Board, without all due information from 
thoi'o bell qualified to give it, 1 fhall beg to refer the Board to Colonel Pearfe, Commandant 
of the Artillery, and Lieutenant Colonel Duff, who, has had the command ever fince my ap
pointment, and to the Commanding Officers at the different fhtions, requefting them to certify,

, ; • . whether
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whether the allowances to the cattle have been more than barely fufficient, whether they have 
thgen duly ditiributed. whether the bUfinefs of both branches o f feeding and vidiuaHing _ has 
been properly. condoled, and whether the cattle are not a t  prefent in general good condition; 
and I humbly beg leave to accompany this repre.fentation with the papers and copies of.letters, 
extracted from my correfpondence, and hereunder fpeeshed, bearing teftimony to the -above 
•points.

1  ant,

.Honourable S ir , * id  Sirs,

Your moft obedient:

Humble (errant,

Calcutta, ' - C H A R L E S  W « B L U N T ,
a5th March 1785, * Arm y Agent.

A . — Ageist’s Letter “to Commanding Officers 

B» ■ — Major Crawford’s Anfwer to tite above.

C , — Colonel Eyre’s D? D A

ID. — Colonel Fullerton t)a D A

E* - IJeuteriant.PolUili D ° D A

*F„ Lieutenant Colonel D aff D " D *.

CL —  Major Eaton D a - D A

O . —- Colonel Ironfide D ® D A

I* Sir John' Camming 0 ?  P A

Calcutta, 7th December i 784 

S ir,

Complaints being made from leveral llations of the arm y, that the-Compvny s cattle are it. 
had condition,- and as I may confequemiy be blamed for. the caules.o^ *L * to a” urej
that I have conflantiy directed thole perions in charge’of them to give their full allowance <-» 
food, as I  never wiflied to reap any kind o f advantage from that part of my agency.— la m  wei, 
aware that black people are not to be depended upon; and as 1  earmot pofiib.y h&st. .Luropeah 
.agents at every ftation, I  mull reqoejl that you w ill do me the favour to i-lttS ; iome perfon to 
be a check upon my people with you, that juft ice might be done to the cattie.

Th< be? ft y cattle o f the dlabtiflunem form a very coufiderable part o f she carriage bullocks? 
being entirely under the charge of people who are. not accountable to the agent , l have every 
i&iiton to think, thev art- defrauded o f great psit o f their allowances of food, and that they a-, y 
much overloaded; the weight ftipukted for a Dullock -to carry being only too pounds, amt l  afn 
•informed, 'that their burden o f water is not lets than 3001b.— I  his 1  mu ft oelieye, from ttve 
wretched condition in which they are conftantly returned to m e ; and I particularly ml teat toai. 
jfuch orders may be given refpedfing them, as will, i f  poffible prevent thefe abufes, which «# 
certainly pradLfed.

. T have the honour to be,

Sir,
f c i i '  laoft obedient lunch's fervant,

Ycwi. V* 3 N  r ®
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T o  S ir  Ch;uk- Wiifiarn Blurift Arm y‘Agent

Sir,

J  am favoured with your-letter of the 27th ultimo, relating'the cattle, attached to .my corps.
In reply, I have to -acquaint you, that evoft.ijnce thecommencement of your agency, I have di- 
re£k;d a-certain number of gun laicaVs toiled that they ate properly fed, and attended dtiiy, ancias 
they are in excellent order, I have no roc-pa to iuppofe they are defrauded of their food; this me
thod i ihn.ll continue to obferve; and I .{hall alio take care that the beelly cattle ate not over
loaded, according to your deiire.

I have the honour to be,

■; i iftfift :| | | | :; ' i - Sir, ' , ' i , ; ' | S  ' " " '

!elda, .Your moll ©bed-rent fervant,

“ •  •• * > - *  (Sîi)J- A  M  I, S C  R A  W F  o  R D.

Sir,

1 am favoured with your letter of the 27th 0 ’ecember, |n an'fwer to which I have to aflure 
you that no complaint "has gone from n nS of the bad concision o f the cattle at this llation, further 
the remark made upon the returns, which you are fey no means accountable for.—A  few of the 
bullocks are 10 old as to be quite w om ofii, and can never be fit for any ferviee, than under the 
llandard: Upon my taking the command here, I enquired particularly how Inch cattle Caine to he 
produced at Muller, and had a very fatisfni&ory.- account'front the contradict’.? agent, that they 
were'left here by different detachments, and originally came from the troops who had been era- . 
ployed in the Detain—Your fircars tell me, that they have ppfitive orders to give the bullocks the 
full allowance, and they aflure merit is-giten- to them, it is true they do not look pampered, but 
i f  the,}' had double the qu.ntity of grain it would be the fame, for the ieafbn is very fevere, and 
the cattle lay out on the hard ground in the cutting wind, with want of bufley which is not to. he 
got) mate thdiu appear in a Worle condition than they really are; in the rains 1 allowed them to 
go about 12  cofs off to graze; at prelent !. believe they get 1’ome cut .fe w .

: The burthen of abt*fl y buflcfk was always the fame as1 it ?s no*v; arid hnre [ have been in the 
fervicc, it fus heen a general reiYia'i ft .that it by were tlje Dlteifand heft c.itth, owing to the at- 
t rchuwnt oftbt man heift that vfts liis coriftant companion, wb > took care he Jhnulf! af- 
y/ays Have his fi 1 If asichpr<iy.ef ulkiwimcd.

It is the cuftora of the army in large camps or cantonments, for a good non-commilfioned of
ficer of artillery to be appointed bullock lerjeant, who is to iee the 'battle get the quantity ot 
grain, &c. ,ut,l at piopar times this pt.fon is placed there by the Commanding Officer as a check 
upon the cofitr.tcior.

1 vHH, with great ;plea(ur% fomplv with your requelt hi appointing a per fori to infpctft the coa- 
dudVof o-'ur fircars j it would be neccffary that you fhould give a ferjeaat fa  employed to or u  
rtifj&es.jwi month. " .

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your moll obedient humble fervant,
GEO,  B. EVRE,

Dinapore, iLieut. Colonel.
January 8, 1785.

Sir Charles YVm. Blunt, Sart.- It


