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Rajah. The leading principle and object of this treaty is to 
secure an ample provision for..the Rajah, and to vest the go
vernment of the. country exclusively in the Company.

I ordered the preliminary, steps towards the introduction 
of a system of judicature and definite settlement of revenue 
into the Company’s possessions on the coast, and into the. 
ceded aud conquered districts to be taken at Fort St. George;- 
and I am now employed in. forming the details of the plan 
which I hope to transmit to Fort St. George in the course of 
a few weeks.

Vizier Ali having effected his escape to Jynagur, has been 
placed under personal restraint at my desire, by the Rajah 
of that place, who, I hope, will soon deliver the assassin into 
my hands.

T have the satisfaction to inform you that I have received 
accounts which seem entitled to credit, that Zeinaun Shah 
has been under the necessity of moving towards Herat for 
the purpose of defending Ms dominions .against the revolt of 
his brother Mahomed-Shall, and an. invasion threatened from 
Persia. This danger the mission of Captain Malcolm to the 
court of Baba Khan, will, I trust, serve to confirm and aug
ment ; and in the meanwhile I hope fo be able to effect such 
a reform of the Nabob Vizier’s military establishments as shall 
afford -us a reasonable degree of security against any future 
attempts which may be made by the Shah to disturb the A 
peace of India. I have already commenced my operations at 
Lucknow for this purpose with a fair prospect of success.

Before 1 left Madras the finances of that presidency had 
reached a point of prosperity, unexampled at that presidency 
since 1798; and I have now the satisfaction to inform you 
that the condition of the finances of Bengal, notwithstanding 
the heavy demands to which our resources have been sub
jected, is daily improving.

I remain, my dear Sir, &c. &c.
M o en in g to n .

1(1)1 1ST
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MAJOR-GEN, SI* J. H. CRAIG, TO
X'X-'̂ V̂ . HI 1 ).

No,, XXXV.

Metier-General Sir J . H. Craig- to the Earl of Momington.

My Lord, Cawnpore, 25th September, 17.99.
I beg to offer to your Lordship my compliments of con

gratulation on your safe return to the Presidency.
The services that have been rendered to the national in

terests in these parts by the decided energy of your Lord- 
ship’s administration, are too conspicuous not to be acknow
ledged by all, while the benefits derived from them are of too 
solid a nature not to inspire a general sense of gratitude in 
the public mind, and the testimonies of their sentiments, 
which will no doubt be offered to your Lordship, have cer
tainly never stood upon a fairer foundation than upon this 
occasion.

Amongst others, I find that it has not been uncustomary 
for the officers at the different stations in this country to 
offer their sentiments by a public address, and I see by the 
public papers that one of my colleagues in command has 
already stood forward in the present instance. I am igno
rant how far the example may have been followed by other 
stations; but I think myself called .on to request of your 
Lordship, that if the station under my command is appa
rently backward upon the occasion, your Lordship will not 
attribute it to our not joining most cordially in the general 
sense of admiration and gratitude, or to our not feeling every 
Inclination to manifest our respectful attention to your Lord- 
ship, by means that we conceive to be proper in our situa
tion.

The truth is, that I have had so many occasions of very 
publicly expressing my decided opinion on this subject, (and 
that long before it would be foreseen that an occasion would 
so soon occur, which if any occasion can do so, would war
rant the practice,) that I imagine no one here will think it a 
proper step to propose it. My idea is, that military ad
dresses are highly improper in every point of view. If  we 
assume the right of expressing our approbation of the con
duct of our superiors, we have at all times equally the power 
of marking our disapprobation at least by withholding any 
testimony of the former sentiment ; and from thus passing



^^-eaYjudgment on the actions of those with whom the direc
tion of the affairs of G overnment rests. 1 should think it not 
.improbable, at last, that we might be brought to think that we 
could manage them better ourselves.

But, exclusive of the impropriety and indecency of this 
assumption towards our superiors, and not adverting to the 
danger to which I have alluded, and which must, at least, be 
looked upon as possible I confess, my Lord, that being en
tirely a soldier of the old-school, I cannot but consider' all 
deliberation in any public assembly of an army, as subversive 
of every idea of discipline and subordination. If  I call toge
ther the officers under my command, and submit a proposi
tion to their consideration,it is inconsistent with every notion 
of justice that they should not enjoy full liberty of discussion, 
and I should feel extremely mortified, and should consider 
myself as having voluntarily stepped into a situation highly 
unbecoming my station, and equally militating against ray 
duty to the service were I to find myself involved in a poli
tical opposition with some of the unthinking, hot-headed 
boys which abound in every army.

This opinion of mine, in relation to the propriety of officers 
as such, in a body, expressing their sentiments on public oc
casions, is very well known here, and it is supported by all 
the old and respectable officers, who view the subject pre
cisely in die same light that I do. It is indeed on their ac
count, my Lord, that 1 take the liberty of intruding the sub
ject on your Lordship. My own sentiments I trust your 
Lordship will do justice to, but I am anxious that your Lord
ship should know that it is solely on grounds of what they 
conceive to be their duty, that the higher ranks of the officers 
of the station under my command think themselves obliged 
to abstain from offering any public testimony of what they 
individually feel on the occasion.

I have the honour to be
Your Lordship’s most faithful

and obedient humble servant,
J . I t . Ckaio.

[ ( (  THE BAliL OF V.ORNINGTON. |  ,

[For an answer to this letter see page 125.]



No. XXXVI.

The Earl o f Mornington to the Right HonoitrableLord Clive.

M y - D ear L ord , October. 2, 17$>.
The latest intelligence from Mysore indicates a disposition 

on the part of Purseram Bhow to form a closer connexion 
with the English authorities in that country than appears to 
be necessary for the mere purpose of cultivating that degree 
of good understanding which it is expedient to maintain with 
all contiguous states.

The general character, recent condition, and actual situa
tion of Purseram Bhow, combined with the distracted situa
tion of the Mahratta Empire render it extremely probable 
that this ambitious chieftain should be desirous of strength
ening Ids political position by obtaining the countenance and 
support of the British government unexpectedly established 
on the borders of his territory.

Although I am not satisfied either with the particular con
duct of Bajee Row, or with the general system of Mahratta 
affairs; and although the course of events might render 
the active friendship of Purseram Bhow useful, our national 
character and policy, require that we should discourage any 
advances from feudatories of the Mahratta Empire of a na
ture hostile to the Peishwa’s authority.

Your Lordships will perceive that this degree of reserve 
will not preclude such an intercourse between our officers, 
civil and military, in Mysore, and those of the bordering 
Mahratta States (whether Purseram Bhow or any other) 
as may appear necessary to the maintenance ot good under
standing, and useful in the adjustment of those differences 
which frequently arise upon the borders of contiguous states.
In confining our correspondence with the officers of the se
veral Mahratta powers within these limits, my object is to 
avoid any step which might furnish a just ground of jealousy 
to the Peishwa, and at the same time to preserve such a 
degree of communication with his feudal chiefs on the bor
ders as may be occasionally improved to any extent which 
we may find expedient.

Although the apparent disposition of the persons in authority 
at the Mahratta frontier at present affords a reasonable hope
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that they will not countenance any violation of the territories of 
the Company or of the Rajah of Mysore, it is proper to pro
vide against the contingency of a change of. their disposition. 
With this view it is necessary that orders should be. sent to 
the officer commanding in Mysore to repel any such violation 
of territory in the most prompt and decisive manner. Severe 
and instant chastisement applied, in the first instance of any 
acts of aggression and plunder within the borders, or those 
of the Rajah, will have the salutary effect of deterring the 
Mahratfas from the habitual indulgence of tlieir predatory 
disposition. We must cautiously avoid all offence, and reli
giously respect the Mahratta frontier; but if any party of 
Mahrattas should be found in arms acting within the limits 
which I have described they must be punished.on the spot, 
without waiting for any reference to your Lordship or to 
me.

I remain, my dear Lord,
Yours, &c.

M o r n in g t o n .

No. 'XXXVII.
7.7te Earl of Mornington to Major-General Sir J . H. Craig.

S ir , Fort William, 9th October, 1799.
I return you many thanks for your obliging letter of the 

25th of September.*
Your sentiments with regard to our late happy successes, 

your just view of the principles of military discipline, and the 
correct boundary which you have drawn between the indivi
dual feelings of the officers, and the collective duties of the 
army on the present occasion, afford me the most sincere 
satisfaction.

The natural desire of honourable distinction, and the sense 
of public character have disposed me to receive with gratitude 
and pleasure, the testimonies of uninfluenced and unsolicited 
good-will, which have been presented to me by the British 
inhabitants of Madras and Bombay, and by the British and 
Native inhabitants of Calcutta. The favourable sentiments

* See page 122.
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of the army bear an estimation in rny opinion proportioned to 
my great respect for that .'body; but I entirely concur with 
you in the danger of admitting any army in its military capa
city.. to the exercise- of any share of a deliberative voice In 
political affairs. Military addresses, even on subjects imme
diately connected with- the interests of the army, are unne
cessary and irregular; the rules of the service having, pro
scribed established' channels through which the interests of 
the whole, or of any branch of the army may at all times be 
conveyed to the civil power, without injury to that freedom of 
judgment which, over the affairs of the array is essential to 
the maintenance of public order.

With these sentiments, it would be criminal in me, for my 
personal -gratification, to countenance -hi my own instance a 
practice which my own conscientious judgment condemns, as 
tending to produce insubordination in the array, and confusion 
in the- Sftate,

It has therefore given me particular pleasure to learn from 
the Cbmmaniler-in-Chief, that he has prevented several com. 
pliinentary addresses of different stations of the army from 
reaching me; and I have already returned him my thanks 
for having anticipated ray wishes on a subject of such delicacy 
and importance.

My acknowledgments are equally due, to your judicious 
conduct on the present occasion, and I have the honour to 
assure you, that the continuance of jo u r  zealous and able 
exertions to restore and improve the discipline of that 
part of the army placed under your command, will always be 
the most acceptable pledge which you can offer to me, of 
your personal approbation and esteem. Your public conduct 
and that of the higher ranks of the officers at Cawupore, as 
stated in your letter of the 36th, render your individual sen
timents on the late transactions additionally valuable to me; 
and I shall always reflect with pride and satisfaction, that my 
endeavours in the discharge of my duty towards my country, 
have been approved by persons who have manifested so just 
a discrimination of the genuine principles, on which that duty 
is founded. I am happy to learn from your authority, the 
beneficial effects which have beer; produced in the vicinity of 
your station, by the prosperous settlement of Mysore. 1 have 
every reason to believe, that the same effects have been ex-

■ e°iSx



x<i^nt!ed to every part of India, in which the nature of our 
cause, and the splendour of our triumph have been under
stood. You will be glad to hear, that I have been able to 
garrison Goa with British troops; this arrangement took place 
op the 6th of September; and I trust it will effectually secure 
our new acquisitions against any possible disturbance either 
foreign or domestic.

I h a v e , &e,
MoRNINGTQN.

No. XXXV.UI.
The Earl o f Morningten, to the Secret Committee o f the HonduraUe Court

of Directors.

H o n o u r a b l e  S ir s ,  -Fort W illiam , October 25 th , 1799.

, I have great satisfaction in informing you, that in' conse
quence of a negociation which I had opened with the Govern
ment of Goa, a'detachment of British troops, consisting of 
about eleven hundred rank and file, (furnished by H, M’s, 75th 
77th, and 84th Kegts.) under the command of Colonel Sir 
William Clarke, was admitted into that place on the 6th of 
September, with every demonstration on the part of His 
Excellency the Governor and. Captain-General, of the most 
perfect cordiality and the most distinguished attention;

The importance of providing in the most effectual manner 
for the safety of Goa, was strongly impressed on my mind as 
early as the month of July, 1798, at which time I entered On 
the consideration of the measures which might eventually he 
adopted for that important purpose. My anxiety on this 
subject was increased considerably, by the subsequent esta
blishment of the French in Egypt. The extensive prepara
tions however, which became indispensable in consequence of 
that event, combined with the hostile proceedings of Tippoo 
Sultaun, would have precluded the possibility of my furnishing 
a force for the special protection of Goa, even if I had been 
certain of the disposition of the Portuguese Government to 
receive it. Under these circumstances, I deemed it useless 
to commence any formal negociation on the subject; deter
mining however to make an attempt to place a British garri
son in Goa, on the first favourable occasion which should 
occur.

\ \  ® 9 9 / ;. /  MA AIK-GENERAL SIR. J, H. CRAT6. I
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Immediately, after the fall of Seiinq-tpatam, I lost no time 
in adopting the measures 'necessary to the..-accomplishment of 
an object.,, rendered considerably more urgent by  the disco
veries which followed the conquest of Mysore, and which are 
already before your Honourable Committee in the papers 
found at Seringapatam.*

X selected Mr. Uhthoff, (one of the Commissioners in Mala
bar,) for the office of Envoy to the Governmeii! of Get, and 
his conduct, in the course of this important ami delicate 
transaction will, I am persuaded, obtain the approbation of 
your honourable Committee.

The question respecting the payment of the British troops, 
employed in defence of Goa, has been agreed to be referred 
to the respective Governments of Great Britain and Portugal, 
in Europe. In the meanwhile, care will be taken.to.keep the 
accounts of the expenses of those troops, in a regular aijd 
separate form.

I have in the same'manner proposed to His Excellency the 
Governor of Goa, to submit to the decision of our respective 
Governments in Europe, certain claims which are advanced 
by the. Government of Goa, to a part of the territory of 
Canara, recently conquered by our arms, and secured to us 
by the treaty of Mysore.

The details of all these proceedings will be transmitted to 
your honourable Committee, by the Government of Fort St. 
George.

X have the honour to be, &c.
M o r n in g to n ,

If No. XXXIX.

The Earl of Morning-ton to the Right Hon. Henry Dundas.

M y  pEAR S i r ,  F o r t  William, 24th October, r / 9 9 .

My despatch of this date to the Secret Committee will 
apprize you of the success which has attended the measures 
which 1 directed Mr. Duncan and Mr. Uhthoff to take with 
a view to the important object of establishing a British garri
son at Goa.

* Vol. I. Appendix, p. 711.—Letter from Tippoo, to the French Direc
tory, and note of demands by Tippoo’s Ambassadors.



I t  is my intention to augment that garrison without delay, 
hut even at present it is-sufficient to secure us against any 
possible attempt pf an European enemy in that quarter, it will 
also operate as an effectual check upon the Mahrittas. You 
are already informed of my opinions with regard to the im
portance of the possession of Goa to our security and inte
rests'in every point of view; and I should hope that the pre
sent might prove a favourable opportunity for accomplishing 
the great advantage of obtaining the cession of Goa either to 
the crown or to the Company in exchange either for Malacca 
or the'Spice Islands, or for some equivalent pecuniary com
pensation. It appears to me, that the attempt to obtain this 
cession ought not to be delayed, and as I know you concur 
with me in my estimate of its value, I rely on you that' the 
negotiation with the Court of Lisbon will be immediately 
opened.

The claims of Portugal to any part of the Canarese domi
nions of the late Tippoo Sultaun are so obviously weak, that 
I do not think it necessary to trouble you further on that sub
ject than to request you to advert to the length of time during 
which the places claimed by the Portuguese have belonged 
to the State of Mysore, and to the nature of the conquest 
which brought them under our power. The Governor and, 
Captain General’s pretensions to be considered as an Ally 
in the late war, appear to be founded principally on the 
share which his Excellency bore in issuing an order for a 
royal salute to be fired from Fort Alguada on the occasion of 
the fall of Seringapatwn, and of the death of Tippoo Sul- 
taun. Although this claim is certainly more powerful than 
any which can be alleged by his Highness the Peishwa, I 
do not expect that, in the most liberal construction, this me
ritorious effort of forward and active zehl of his Excellency the 
Go vernor and Captain-General will be deemed to entitle her 
most faithful Majesty to any portion of our conquests. Even 
if the principle could be applied to cases of alliance in war, I 
doubt whether any degree of promptitude and alacrity mani
fested in rejoicing over the destruction of our late enemy, 
could justify a claim on the part of the Governor and Cap
tain General to the rights of an accessory after the fact.

The general aspect of affairs becomes every day more 
favourable in Mysore, the whole of the country is now re-
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dueed to our authority and to that of the Rajah and Nizam ; 
and. a sqponable fall of rah* affords a prospect, that even in 
this yeisr we may realize no inconsiderable part of our new 
revenue and subsidy without injury to the country.

With regard to the Court of Hyderabad, its temper re
turns, and with it the establishment of an additional regi
ment of cavalry to the subsidiary force will soon be admitted. 
The Court of Poonah continues in the same state of weak
ness and confusion, and the distractions of the Mahratta em
pire have recently been aggravated by hostilities which have 
broken out between the Rajah of Koiapore and Pur’seram 
Show. The latter is stated (by accounts which appear cre
dible) to have fallen in an engagement with the former. Upon 
the whole no apprehension appears to me justifiable by the 
actual state of the Maliratta empire. For the present I have 
been compelled by the perverseness of the Peishwa’s disposi
tion to proceed to carry the second separate article of the. 
Treaty of Mysore into effect; but I shall anxiously watch 
any opportunity, of renewing my proposals at Poonah on 
their original basis;. and I do not yet despair of success.

At Port St. George the whole state of affairs is astonish
ingly improved, and I am perfectly satisfied with the present 
course of that government. You will soon receive my new 
Treaty* with the Rajah of Tanjore, vesting the whole admi
nistration of his government and revenues in the Company. 
You will also, I trust, learn the success of the steps which I 
had ordered for disarming the Southern Polygars, who had be
gun to revolt even during the short period of the late war. 
We are now employed in framing a code for the introduction 
of a permanent settlement of revenue, and a system of judi
cature for the Company’s possessions in the .Peninsula, 1 
have ordered two members of the board of revenue to pro
ceed immediately from Madras to Calcutta for the purpose of 
aiding in this salutary work : and I trust that its benefits 
will be extended in a short time over the whole of the north
ern Circars, the J'agliire, the countries under the Company’s 
dominion ceded in the last war, and those conquered in this 
(with the exception of Malabar and Canara) the countries of

* S ee  A p p e n d ix .
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tlie Southern, Eastern and Western Polygars. and the king
dom of Tanjore.

I found .Bengal and the provinces in a state' '(if' pro
found tranquillity; the effect of our tuibcess in Mysore 
has utterly annihilated the spirit of insubordination and 
contempt which for some time past has been gaining 

.ground among our Mahommedan subjects. 1 have com
menced a negotiation with the Nabob Vizier for the reform 
of his military establishments. The resident with Seiiidia lias 
proceeded to Jynagur, in order to receive from the Rajah the 
person of Vizier Alii. I shall soon, write to you in detail ori 
the state of our courts of justice, of the revenue and general 
finance, and of our commercial interests. With respect to 
finance I shall only say, that great and unprecedented as the 
effort has been which I was compelled to make within the 
last, and must make within the present year, our resources 
have corresponded with the exigency of the occasion, and 
public and. private credit have improved to an astonishing 
degree, and are still progressively improving.

f think it necessary to apprize you of my intention to adopt 
without delay a plan for the improvement of the civil service 
at Bengal in a most important point. The state of the ad
ministration of justice, and even of the collection of revenue 
throughout the provinces affords a painful example of the in
efficacy of the best code of laws to secure the happiness of 
the people, unless due provision has been made to ensure a 
proper supply of inert qualified to administer those laws in 
their different branches and departments. This evil is felt 
severely in every part of this government, and it arises prin
cipally from a defect at the source and fountain-head of the 
service--! mean, the education and early habits of the young 
gentlemen sent hither in the capacity of writers. My opi
nion, after full deliberation on the subject is decided, that 
the writers, on their first arrival in India should he subjected 
for a period of two or three years to the rules and discipline 
of some collegiate institution at the seat of government.1 In 
such an institution they might attain the groundwork of the 
several native languages necessary for their respective sta
tions, together with the principles of general law, those of the 
Mahomedati and Hindoo Codes, and the voluminous regula
tions enacted by the Governor-General in Council for the ad-
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ministration of justice in Bengal and the provinces; other 
branches of knowledge, also, suitable to their intended duties 
inighf bC-hcquired, ami habits of activity, regularity and de
cency formed instead of those of sloth, indolence, low de
bauchery, and vulgarity now too apt to grow on those young 
men, who have been sent at an early age into the interior 
parts of the country, and have laid the foundations of their life 
and manners among the coarse' vices and indulgencies of those 
countries, 1 shall not pursue this topic further at present, 
intending,to make it the subject of ample discussion at an 
early period- But I now wish to inform you that I feel the 
mischief to be so pressing, that I intend, without waiting for 
orders from home, to proceed to found such an institution at 
Calcutta. I have already taken some steps towards the mea
sure, and I hope to be able to carry my plan into effect with 
little (if any) additional charge to the company.

I rely on your active and zealous support of this arrange
ment, in which I feel the greatest interest.

Ever, my dear Sir,
Yours sincerely and affectionately,

M o r n in g t o n .

No. XL.

The Earl o f Mornington to fun Excellency the Vizier of (hide.

F o r t  W ill ia m , 5 th  N o v e m b e r , 1799.

Some days have elapsed since I had the honour to receive 
your Excellency’s letter, wherein your Excellency, after ob
serving “ that the benefits even both immediate and future, of a 
reform of your military establishment, are even more strongly 
impressed on your Excellency’s mind than they were described 
by me,” assures me that you would, “ without a moment’s 
delay, consult with Colonel Scott upon what was practicable 
and what occurred to your Excellency’s mind, and commu
nicate to me what should be conjointly determined upon as 
advisable.”

From the period of my receiving this letter, I have anxiously 
expected to learn from Lieutenant-Colonel Scott that your
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x^5-^B^cellency, in conformity to your promise, and in pursuance 
of the suggestions of your own discernment, had entered fully 
and unreservedly with that gentleman upon the discussion of 
this urgent and important business. But although this ex
pectation has been hitherto disappointed, such is my confi
dence in the punctuality and prudence of your Excellency, 
that I continue to he firmly persuaded that I shall soon have 
the satisfaction of learning from Lieutenant-Colonel Scott that 
considerable progress has been made in the. new arrangement.

The general considerations which render it extremely 
necessary that this arrangement should he carried into execu
tion without delay, have been already fully explained to your 
Excellency, and you have concurred with me in my views on 
the subject. One argument in favour of a speedy determi
nation on this subject,, possibly may not have occurred to 
your mind, and I, therefore, take this occasion explicitly to 
state it to your Excellency.

The Company are bound by existing treaties “ to defend 
the domin ions of your Excellency against ail en em iesb u t the 
number of British troops ordinarily stationed in your Excel
lency’s dominions not exceeding 13,000 men, would not, it is 
obvious, he adequate to that purpose in the event of an inva
sion of those dominions; while, on the other hand, it must he 
evident to your Excellency, that various circumstances in 
such an event might render it impossible for the Company’s 
Government to augment the ordinary force, either to the 
extent or within the time required by the emergency. The 
probable result of such a situation of things requires no 
explanation to a person of your Excellency’s penetration,

If  this danger were even remote and doubtful, it would 
behove a prudent government to guard against it by seasonable 
precautions. What then must be your Excellency’s duty and 
mine when that danger certainly menaces your dominions? 
Of the hostile intentions of Zemaun Shah against your Excel
lency’s possessions no doubt can he entertained, since the 
discoveries made at Seringapafam. Whether these inten
tions will be carried into effect at a more early or more distant 
day, may be a question; hut it is the part of wisdom to pre
clude the possibility of their success. But Zemaun Shah is 
not, perhaps, the only power against whose restless and un
principled ambition your Excellency should be protected,
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enemies may arise .in- other quarters, and it,becomes you 
to provide against;every contingency.

It ,pigiit not be in the power of the British Government, 
on a sudden emergency, to reinforce the troops in your Excel- 
l$myh: country with sufficient expedition ; my firm opinion, 
therefore, is that-the'Company can in no other manner effec
tually fulfil their engagements “ to defend the dominions of 
your Excellency against ail enemies, than by maintaining 
constantly in those dominions such a force as shall at all tunes 
be adequate to your effectual protection, independently of 
any reinforcement which the exigency might otherwise require, 
but which might not be diposable in proper season.

The Seventh Article of the Treaty with your Excellency, 
by Sir John Shore, provides for the occasional augmentation 
of the Company's troops in your Excellency’s dominions in 
terms which evidently render the Company s Government 
competent to decide at all times on the requisite amount of 
such augmentation. The same article hinds your Excellency- 
to defray the expense of any force which shall be deemed 
necessary by the Company for your defence,

The precise numbers of the additional force which 1 judge 
necessary for the effectual protection of your Excellencys 
dominions, will be stated to you, in my name, by Lieutenant- 
Colonel Scott.

To: enable your Excellency to defray the expense of the 
additional British force, which is now become indispensably 
necessary to the. security of your -Excellency’s dominions, 
without any new charges upon the finances of your Excel
lency, nothing further is requisite than that you should 
disband the numerous disorderly battalions at present in your 
service, which, instead of contributing in any degree to the 
defence of your country, or to the support of your Govern
ment, have long proved injurious to the prosperity atkl 
strength of both.

For the details of the plan by which the dismission of these 
troops may be most easily and speedily effected, I beg leave 
to refer your Excellency to Lieutenant-Colonel Scott, who is 
in full possession of rny sentiments on this subject, and on 
whose prudence, judgment, and experience, I rely with the 
utmost confidence.

The advanced period of the season absolutely requires that
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tBe British troops in Oude should immediately be augmented 
to the amount which will be stated to your Excellency by 
Lieutenant-Colonel Scott; and I earnestly recommend to your 
Excellency the early adoption of those measures which will 
be pointed out to you by Colonel Scott, foe (he purpose M  
relieving your Excellency from the heavy expense at present 
incurred in maintaining that force, whose numbers are dan
gerous only to your Excellency and your subjects. By such 
a reform your Excellency will, be fully enabled, to defray the 
charge of the additional troops

It will not be in my power to furnish yOur Excellency 
immediately with the full number of additional troops, which 
are necessary for the effectual security of your Excellency’s 
dominions; but I am so deeply impressed with the necessity 
of carrying the measure into effect as speedily as possible, 
that your Excellency may rely on my making every practi
cable exertion to complete the proposed force at so early a 
period of time as shall place your Excellency’s country 
beyond the reach of any surprise, either from foreign or 
domestic enemies.

I have, &c.
M o k m in g to n .

No. X U.

The Earl o f Morning-ton to Captain J. A. Kirkpatrick,
Resident at Hyderabad.

(Secret.)

g j R  F o r t  W illiam , 6 t h  N o v em b er, 1 / 9 3 .

The general state of the Nizam’s health for some time past, 
and the communications which I have lately received from you 
on that subject, joined to the great changes recently produced 
in the political state of India by our conquest of Mysore, have 
suggested to me the necessity of revising the principles which 
regulated my instructions to you of the 8th of July, 1798,* 
with regard to the conduct proper to be pursued by the

* See Vol. I. p. 94.
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^^-'■^^ompany’s Government in the event of his Highness's death.
If we neglect to Interfere in settling the succession upon the 
deat h of the Nizam,‘ the MaluraUns will not fail to avail them- 
selves' Of onr? Inactivity; and will establish a preponderant, if 
net an exclusive, influence at the Court of Hyderabad,

The establishment of the exclusive influence of the Mali- 
rattas at Hyderabad would be equivalent in its operation on
o.u.r- interests to the absolute subjugation of the Deccan by. 
the arms of the Mahratta power; and it should be no less 
our care to prevent the Mahrattas from governing the; terri
tory of the Nizam in the name of a prince elevated to the 
flusnud by their interference, than to check the progress of 
any hostile, attempt which they might make to extend their 
dominions at the expense of the Court of Hy derabad, It; is, 
therefore, now as necessary that the succession to the Soubah- 
ship of the Deccan should be settled by the Company’s 
authority as it was in duly, 1798.

In every view which I am enabled to take of this question, 
it continues to appear to me desirable that we should raise 
Secunder Jah to the Musnud in preference to any of his 
brothers. The right of primogeniture is in his favour; his 
connections are among those persons best affected towards 
our interest; he is the only son of the Nizam who has ever 
maintained any authorised intercourse with us, or who has 
ever manifested any desire to cultivate our friendship, Alii 
Jah was disposed to connect his views with those of Tippoo 
Sultaun; Feridoon Jah has carried on intrigues in the same 
quarter, and Jehander Jah has been suspected of endea
vouring to engage the Mahrattas to take him under their 
protection.

In favouring the pretensions of Secunder Jah, we must not 
overlook what is requisite to the improvement of our connec
tion with the Court of Hyderabad, and to the establishment 
of that connection on a basis of the most solid advantage, and 
of the most permanent security.

No obligation of treaty binds us to take part in any con
tested succession, arising either from the total silence, of the 
Nizam respecting his intended successor, or from a disputable 
declaration of his Highness’s intentions on the subject. Even 
in the case of an unequivocal nomination of a successor by 
his Highness, we should not be bound by the Treaty of Sep-
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tember, 1798* .or by any other obligation to support that 
successor against any rival, whose '-'cause-might be espoused 
by the Mahrattas, Whatever secret or political motives there- 
fore may exist to induce us either to interpose our influence 
in the settlement of the succession, or to prefer the preten
sions of Seconder Jah, our faith is not pledged to rime that 
prince to the Musnud, or unconditionally to Support.him. upon 
it against any effort of the Mahrattas, or of any otlie]R.;power 
in favour of another candidate.

Having stated the general principles which should govern 
our conduct in the conjunction under contemplation, I  shall 
proceed to furnish you with an outline of the particular con
ditions on which I am willing to support the succession of 
Seconder Jah against all competition.

These conditions are as follow:—
1. The Treaty of September, 1798, shall be confirmed by 

Secunder Jalr, for himself and his heirs, in all points not 
expressly altered by the New Treaty.

2. The subsidiary force shall be augmented to four regi
ments of native infantry, two regiments of native cavalry, and 
three companies of artillery, including a proportionable in
crease of gun lasears.

3. The additional force shall be subsidized at the same rate 
as that now serving in the Nizam’s dominions.

4. A territory to be selected by the Company, producing a 
net revenue at least adequate to the payment of the whole 
subsidy (under the treaty of 1798 as well as under the new 
engagement), shall be assigned to the sole and absolute 
management of the Company: the Company to account to 
the reigning prince for any surplus of revenue exceeding the 
amount of the subsidy, which may be realised from the said 
territory under their management.

5. The Feishcush at present payable by the Company to 
the Nizam, on account of the northern Circars, shall be 
remitted for ever.

6. If the number of troops stipulated to be subsidized, 
should at any time appear to be inadequate to the purpose of 
securing Secunder Jah on the Musnud, against the attempts 
of any competition, whether supported or not by the Mah
rattas, or by any other power, the Company will augment the 
subsidized force to such an extent as the Company may j udge
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X^ 2 ■'^cessiury; and Seconder Jab shall in that case defray the 
expense of auc.h temporary addition of feree.

7, All Rahdnry duties on goods passing to and from the 
respective territories of the contracting parties shall be 
abolished. Mo articles of merchandize shall pay duty more 
than once, and a proper tariff shall he established for the 
regulation of the single duties to be so levied ; and a treaty 
of commerce shall be concluded between the two states on 
just and equitable principles of reciprocal interes t and common 
benefit.

8. Seconder Jab shall engage to pay at all times the utmost 
attention to such advice as the Company’s Government shall 
occasionally judge it necessay to offer to him with a view to 
any objects connected with the advancement of his interests, 
the happiness of his people, and the mutual welfare of both 
states.

Such is the outline of the terms upon which I propose to 
support and maintain the succession of Seconder Jah, whether 
he should obtain'.the previous nomination of his father, or 
not, or even if it should be pretended that his Highness had 
declared in favour of some other of his sons. You will pre
pare without delay an instrument in the Persian language in 
conformity to the foregoing outline, in order that Seconder 
Jah (at the moment of his father’s death, or whenever that 
event shall appear to approach) may be apprised of the terms 
on which we are ready to support his cause, and may be 
enabled by immediately executing a formal instrument, to 
accede to my propositions in a regular manner.

I think it necessary to permit you either totally to suppress 
o r  to modify the Eighth Article according to your discretion, 
apprising you, however, that 1 consider it to he of great im
portance to obtain such an ascendancy over the councils of 
the Nizam, as is described in that Article.

Seconder Jah must not be allowed to .procrastinate his 
determination.. If at the end of a stated and short period of 
time he should not determine to accept the proffered Treaty, 
you will proceed in concert with Aziin id Omrah and Meer 
Allum, to place one of the younger sorts of the Nizam on the 
IVlusnud, p r e v i o u s l y  stipulating that the prince succeeding 
to the Musnud shall fulfil all the conditions of jbe Treaty 
proposed to Seconder Jah,
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N̂ 27^ n m  aware that the objects proposed might be obtained 
from Seconder Jah with Mss difficulty , previously to the death 
of the Ni'/ani, and that it would on that account be desirable 
that a negotiation should he opened immediately with Se
cunder Jah. But many objections occur to deter me from 
such a step. The attempt (if it should transpire either by 
accident or design) would probably lead to mischievous conse
quences ; 1 am, therefore, of opinion that no such attempt 
should be hazarded until the .Nizam shall be at the point, of 
death.

It is manifest that our power of settling the succession 
in the mariner described, and of obtaining the advantages 
which I have enumerated, will depend in an eminent degree, 
if not absolutely, on the local position of the subsidiary force 
at the time of his Highness's death. It is, therefore, of the 
last importance that the force should not only be kept toge
ther, but stationed as near as possible to the residence of the 
Nizam; and I accordingly direct you to adopt every practi
cable means of accomplishing these most desirable and essen
tial objects without delay.

I have the honour to he, &c.
M o r n in g t o n .

T No. XLIL

Sir Sidney Smith to the Earl o f Mornington.

C a m p  of h is  H ig h n e s s  th e  S u p r e m e  V isder, 
n e a r  J a f f a ,  th e  9 th  N o v e m b e r ,  1799.

M y  L o r d ,  [R e c e iv e d  8l:h A p ril, 1 8 0 0 .]

It is my duty to give your Lordship early information that 
a disposition on the part of the French army in Egypt to 
treat for their return to France, by the evacuation of their 
new “ colony,” has been at length openly manifested; first, 
by an official communication to that effect from General Buo
naparte to his Highness the Supreme Vizier, in a letter full 
of the pretended predilection of the French for “ Islamism” 
as a ground for peace, and since in a more reasonable strain 
from his successor in the command, General Klein r, by 
letters addressed to his Highness and to me.
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-'iVUeiierfil Buonaparte made an attempt to renew the inter
course with me, which he had abruptly broken off from a fear 
of the defection of his array, that defection having been in
creased rather than diminished by his unqualified abuse of 
the English commander, to whom alone the army could look 
for favour in the hour of their distress. The Aid-de-camp 
sent off to the Tigre appeared to have been commissioned to 
say that General Buonaparte bad ever spoken of me in terms 
of the utmost respect, although his writings, for political. 
reasons, contained matter calculated to discourage his army 
from deserting to me at a critical moment of their sufferings 
in Syria. I could pot help cutting the conversation short by 
saying what I really felt at the time, knowing the man as I 
do, viz,, “ that I should be very sorry to have his approba
tion.” However, it being evident, from this and other cir
cumstances, that the discontent pf the army was kept under 
only by the terror His severity inspired, I took occasion to 
acquaint him of his being (together with General Berthier) 
recalled to command the army in Italy (N. B. not then in 
existence) this, as I expected, was eagerly caught at. A 
second flag of truce asked whether I was serious, and a con
firmation being sent, he embarked in a few days afterwards 
for Europe, giving only a- few hours notice of his intention to 
those who were to accompany him, and causing;the command 
to devolve on General Kleber by a sealed packet ; it was 
given out in the army that he was gone to Constantinople to 
make peace, which affords a proof how much the army wish 
for some such means of extrication.

Having early apprized Lord Nelson of the probability of 
General Buonaparte’s quitting Egypt singly and incognito,
I entertain strong hopes that some of his Lordship’s cruizers 
may have fallen in with him, although the Theseus, which I 
had detached with a squadron for that purpose, has returned 
unsuccessful.

I have been employed assembling a force, and directing an 
attack on Damietta, which took place on the 1st instant. Like 
that on Abonkir, it failed of entire success from the same 
causes, viz. the insubordination, disorder, and obstinate inac
tivity inherent in a Turkish fleet and army. The attack, 
however, like that in the lied  Sea of Yambo Arabians, has 
had the good effect of proving to the French army that these
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-in su la r  hosts can be brought hand to hand with them; and 
it is likewise evident, that a succession of these sort of en
gagements must annihilate them to a man, although they may 
each time remain masters of the field of battle from the effect 
of European tactics, which, as at Damietta, produces a corps 
de reserve, or a flanking charge of cavalry, to route the vic
torious rabble. The French superior officers, with whom I 
have had frequent intercourse of late by flags of truce seem 
fully sensible of this, and extremely anxious to quit’ a theatre 
whereon they can neither gain honour or secure their profits, 
and where it is evident to them that they do their country no 
sort of service since I have communicated the glorious news 
from India (sent me by Mr. Manesty, extremely apropos). 
Allow me, ray Lord, to take this opportunity of congratulating 
your Lordship on the signal success which has crowned the 
well combined measures of Government in India by the able 
and gallant exertions of Lieutenant-General Harris and his 
highly distinguished army, at the same time that I offer your 
Lordship and them this tribute, in the proof of the additional 
and extensive utility of your joint labours.

It is but justice to the French army to say that, though 
they evidently dread the appearance of the conquerors of 
the Mysore in Upper Egypt, they are under no sort of ap
prehension of the Vizier’s motley disorderly multitude; but 
they are sensible that, reduced as they are to 18,000 men, 
they could not profit by a victory, where they are exposed in 
the end to be assailed by regular troops both from the Red 
Sea and the Mediterranean; and I trust a demonstration of 
the truth of this will be made in support of my assertion to 
that effect, should the conference I  am about, to hold with 
General Desaix and Mr, Poussielgue on board the Tigre 
close without our settling the terms of evacuation.

I have the honour to be, 
with, the utmost respect, my Lord, 

your Lordship’s faithful, humble Servant,
W . S id n e y  S mith.
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No. x l i h .

The Earl of Elgin to the Earl of Mornington.

C o n s ta n t in o p le ,  N o v . i 6 th ,  1799.
[ R e c e iv e d  a t  C a lc u t ta ,  4 tli  M a rc h . 1800 '.]

M y L ord ,
I beg leave to acquaint your Lordship that I arrived here 

on the 6th instant, in the quality of his Majesty’s Ambassa
dor Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary to the Otto
man Porte.

Your Lordship-.wiJI, have 'known from Mr. Dundas, and 
from some of the Directors of the East India Company, with 
whom 1 conferred confidentially in London, that 1 ant autho
rized, in considering this post as one that may afford me occa
sions of interesting communication with Asia; and that'.my 
attention was particularly directed by them to that object.
I  may be allowed, on my own part, to say, that no part of the 
duty connected with this mission is more agreeable to me than 
the intercourse it establishes with your Lordship; and that 
my exertions shall be unremitting, in so far as I may be ena
bled, while here, to contribute to the benefit of the British 
interests in India, and to the glory and success of your admi
nistration there.

I reached Constantinople in a conjuncture, the circum
stances of which claim your Lordship's particular notice. 
The enclosed letters'* had just been received here from the 
Grand Vizier, whose head-quarters were then at Damascus; 
and the Russian Envoy at this place, and my predecessor, 
Mr. Smith, had been applied to, to favour the negotiation, 
thus set on foot, for the evacuation of Egypt by the French. 
The conferences which had passed, and one which 1 also 
had on the subject, do not enable me to furnish you with more 
than the above papers. For, as Sir Sidney Smith is acting, 
and with the most brilliant success against that army, and 
has intercepted the original letters written by the French 
General, and opened a communication upon them with the

*  R e fe r r in g  to  B u o n a p a r te ’s a d d re s s  to  th e  G ra n d  V iz i e r ,  an d  th e  r e p ly  
o f  th e  h i t t e r ;  K le b e r 's  p r o c la m a t io n  j th e  G ra n d  V iz i e r ’s re p ly  t h e r e t o ; 
a n d  th e  r e p o r t  o f  th e  C a p ig i B iichi.
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; I hare referred all proceedings on this negotiation to 
him, who, no doubt, will comply with every proposal, con
sistent with the dignity and interest of the allies, to procure 
the deliverance of Egypt. Orders are also sent tp the Grand 
Vizier on this occasion, to act with Sir Sidney Smith : and 1 
have requested Sir Sidney to acquaint your Lordship, by the 
most expeditious conveyance, of any proceedings that may 
take place in consequence of the dispositions thus shewn by 
the French to quit the Turkish provinces.

I am sorry I have no authority to say whether the Grand 
Vizier is justified in the construction he has put upon the 
letters from Buonaparte and Kleber. But: as they are written 
after the defeat at Acre, after Buonaparte’s flight, and after 
a proclamation has been circulated among the French troops; 
it is, I perceive, Sir Sidney Smith’s opinion, as well as the 
Vizier’s, that this step did proceed from a desire to evacuate 
Egypt.

Our interests in India are so nearly concerned in defeating 
the attempt of the French to establish themselves in Egypt, 
that every facility will be afforded on the part of the British 
influence in this part of the world, to remove the French 
troops now there, if the terms they propose shall prove at all 
acceptable. At the same time, if is my duty to point out that, 
in case the suggestion thus made by the French Generals, 
has proceeded from the very unfavourable aspect which the 
affairs of France lately assumed on the continent of Europe, 
that cause is liable to much variation. The last accounts 
from Switzerland leave, very little hopes of any pari of that 
country being now occupied by the allied troops, or that they 
will he able to do more than take up winter quarters in the 
rear of Feldkirk, and the line from whence the Arch Duke 
commenced his operations this campaign.

On the other hand, the Court of Vienna is, I apprehend, 
acting without sufficient concert with Russia and England, in 
directing the civil and military agents attending its armies to 
take possession of all they conquer, in the name of the Em
peror of Germany, and not in that of the lawful Sovereigns,
So much so, as to have given occasion to some very strong 
remonstrances, which, if without effect, may possibly force 
the other allies to refuse further cooperation with the Aus-
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I f ia to , The enclosed paper*' has, in. consequence of what ! 

allude to, been delivered to the foreign ministers at Peters
burg, and will, I make no doubt, appear to your Lordship a 
paper of the highest import in the present crisis.

Should, unfortunately, any disunion take place among the 
armies now employed on the continent against France,, .we 
may hope that the Emperor of Russia, whose .zeal is, un
doubtedly, very great in this important contest, will still offer 
military, as well as naval, succours to be employed against 
the French in Egypt. Such aid is stipulated by treaty, and 

'• applications for it have been of late renewed by the Porte, 
and favourably mefc on the part of Russia. Yet it appears 
the French are still 15,000 strong, besides numerous bodies 
of natives, embodied under them; their position, as your 
Lordship will see by the annexed map, with its explanation, 
is as secure as the nature of the country will admit. They 
receive, as I learn from Admiral Blanket, supplies even of 
ammunition by the aid of the neighbouring powers; and if 
the present negotiation fails, the inadequate assistance which 
could be spared by .Russia, or admitted by the Porte into its 
provinces, does not present the means of driving the French 
from their present post, however able and brilliant our naval 
operations against them continue to be.

As to the Turks, your Lordship will perceive, by the an
nexed paper,f that very little is to be expected from them. 
Besides, I fear> there is great insubordination among the 
rulers in the distant provinces of the empire, which obliges 
the Grand Vizier to proceed with more than usual caution, 
and occasions a material diminution of the force he apparently 
has along with him.

I am, my Lord, totally without authority for what I am 
about to add, but as the whole of the information before me 
leads me to foresee the probability of its becoming necessary 
to employ considerably more force than is now preparing, to

* T h is  Was a note verbal f ro m  t ire  E m p e r o r  o f  R u s s i a  to  th e  f o r e ig n  
M in is te r s ,  d e c la r in g  t h a t  h is  M a je s ty ’s  d e s ire  is  to  r e - e s ta b l i s h  th e  f o r m e r  
k in g d o m  o f  F r a n c e ,  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  th e  U n i t e d  P ro v in c e s ,  o f  t h e  
H e lv e t ic  C a n to n s , a n d  o f  th e  G e r m a n ic  e m p i r e ;  b u t  t h a t  h e  w ill  w i t h 
d r a w  h is  fo rc e s  u n l e s s  th e s e  m e a s u re s  b e  v ig o ro u s ly  p r o s e c u te d .

t  A  d o c u m e n t ,  i n  F r e n c h ,  s h e w in g  th e  a c tu a l  s t a te  a n d  d is p o s i t io n  o f  
t h e  T u r k s ,
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X̂ »> attack the trench-'in Egypt; I, individually, presume it is 

worthy your Lordship’s attention to consider whether, in that 
event, a respectable diversion could be made from the Red 
■Sea by troops from India, and the naval force under Admiral 
Blanket.*

The rescuing Egypt from the French would be a glorious 
continuation of the splendid victories which those troops 
have lately gained in India, with such unequalled benefit to 
their country.

I have the honour to be, 
with the highest respect, my Lord, 

your Excellency’s most obedient, humble Servant,
E lgin.

\

No. XLV.

Lieut.-Colonel Scott, Resident at Lucknow, to the Earl of Morning-ton.

M y  L o r d , L u c k n o w , 2 2 n d  N o v e m b e r ,  IfSHL

A meeting having been appointed by his Excellency the 
Vizier, at the resident’s house on the 12th instant, for the 
purpose, as I understood, of concerting with me the means of 
carrying into immediate effect the important military reform 
recommended by your Lordship, his Excellency imparted to 
me his secret, though determined, resolution of abdicating the 
government, but did not until the 20th authorize me to make 
a communication of his intentions to your Lordship.

This resolution of his Excellency is of so extraordinary 
and interesting a tendency in its intermediate object, and in
volves considerations of such magnitude and delicacy in its 
execution and future consequences, that I feel it my duty to 
recite to your Lordship, as distinctly and as fully as ray 
memory will allow, in a connected detail, the several conver
sations which have taken place upon, the subject, and as they 
were not of long duration, and committed to paper immedi
ately upon their conclusion, I trust , that no material part of 
them can have escaped, me.

His Excellency began by observing, that he had. frequently

* T h is  s u g g e s t io n  .was m a d e  by  L o rd  M o r n in g to n  (see V o l  I .  p . 587.),
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tome the . impossibility of his conducting the affairs 
of his country under existing circumstances; that probably, 
Iliad  not comprehended the full drift of those expressions, 
or had conceived they were uttered in a moment of ill-humour, 
that the real meaning of them was an earnest and sincere 
desire to relinquish a government which lie could not manage 
with satisfaction to himself, or to the -advantage of his 
subjects.

Desirous of penetrating into the motives which influenced, 
his Excellency to such a resolution, and of discovering the 
sincerity of his declarations, I  entreated his Excellency would 
impart to me the causes which rendered it impossible for him 
to regulate and conduct the affairs of his government.

He replied, that they were well known to me, to which I 
observed, that I  must candidly confess, that under the present 
total want of arrangement for the despatch of public business , 
and without the aid and advice of able, zealous and respon
sible ministers, to take a share in the laborious and incessant 
concerns of this extensive empire, the affairs of it must fall 
into confusion, and the interests of his subjects be-neglected, 
hut that if his Excellency would condescend to avail himself 
of the advice and assistance, which I was commanded by your 
Lordship to afford, and which 1 was at all times, and all 
occasions ready to exert to the utmost of my abilities I would 
he answerable, that the affairs of the country could be con
ducted to the prosperity and happiness of his people, to his 
own ease and to the acquisition of a great name.

His Excellency replied, that this was true, but that it was 
impossible for one person to judge of the feelings of another, 
and that his mind not being disposed to the cares and fatigues 
of government, life had come to the fixed resolution of retiring 
from them; anti added, that as your Lordship would on his 
abdication exalt one of his sons to the Musnud, his name 
would remain.

Acknowledging the justness of the remark of the imprac
ticability of penetrating into the secret feelings of another 
person, I desisted from further reasoning; hut to take away 
every ground on which the expectation or hope could be built 
of the selection of a successor, 1 adverted, to the right attached 
by our government to primogeniture, so strongly exemplified 
in his own person; in which remark his Excellency acquiesced,
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aikT'saacl, whichever of his sons your Lordship thought 
proper, ' ■

His Excellency declared in unequivocal terms, dint:in re
linquishing the empire, he renounced every wish of interfering 
in its concerns, or of residing within its limits, and that the 
money he was in possession of, was sufficient for his own 
support, and for the procurement of every gratification he 
could desire in a private station, hut he trusted your Lordship 
would establish suitable allowances for his sons and the other 
branches of his family, whom he wished to leave at Lucknow,

A nxious on so solemn an occasion as the abdication of an 
empire, to be in possession of some written document, lest my 
recital of a private conversation, without the presence of a 
third person should be denied or affirmed to be in part mis
represented, I asked His Excellency, if he did not. think it 
advisable to address himself direct to your Lordship; this 
lie declined, on the pretence that there was no person about 
him in whom he could confide in an affair of so much secrecy 
and delicacy.

I then informed his Excellency, that I. should immediately 
communicate the substance of the conversation to your Lord
ship, but he desired that I would prepare the draft of a letter 
in English, and before the despatch of it, submit for his pe
rusal a translation in the Persian language.

This I promised to execute, and exhorted his Excellency to 
reflect most seriously in the interval on the measure he had 
in contemplation, which was the most momentous that could 
he undertaken by a Sovereign,

I laving prepared in Persian an abstract of the conversation,
I  waited upon his Excellency on the 14th, when lie declared 
his perseverance in the determination he had two days before 
revealed to me, accompanied by some explanations of the 
motives which influenced his resolution; these however, not 
being new in substance, called from me only a repetition of 
that advice and those assurances, which I had frequently 
urged to his consideration.

* hey. consisted of general accusations against the re
fractory and perverse dispositions of the people at large, 
of complaints against the fidelity and zeal of the men im
mediately about his person, of the arrogance of some of the 
Ainils and of the open disobedience of others. I replied,
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x ^ ^ s£ fb a t the remedy to this aggregate of evils was easy and 
within his Excellency’s own power, that a vigilant, strong 
and just administration would secure the obedience of the 
bulk of his subjects, on the firm principles of attachment to 
his person and government, that a conciliatory and encourag
ing conduct on his part, would secure fidelity and enliven 
Zeal, and that the reform of his military establishment on the 
principles so forcibly and repeatedly urged by your Lordship, 
was the specific measure that would curb the arrogance of 
the Amils, and enforce a prompt execution and implicit ob
servance of any revenue regulations which his wisdom might 
establish ; and in conclusion, I again pledged myself, if his 
Excellency would reject the interested advice of favourites, 
and he guided by the impartial and friendly counsel which 
your Lordship would convey to him through me, that the 
affairs of his government could be conducted with ease to 
himself, to the acquisition of an high reputation, to the pros
perity of his country and to the happiness of his subjects.

Having presented for his Excellency’s perusal, the abstract 
in Persian of the first conversation his Excellency retained 
it, and expressed his intention of addressing himself direct to 
your Lordship.

On the 16th I sent a message to his Excellency, intimating 
a desire of waiting upon him the following day, to which I 
received an answer, that if my intended visit was to confer on 
the subject known to us, he was intent upon it and preparing 
the necessary paper ; and as he meant to pass the 17th at a 
Garden, and purposed visiting me on the 18th, if I had not 
any urgent business to communicate, he could wish that the 
interview might be postponed until that day.

His Excellency did me the honour of a visit on the 18th, 
and after consulting me on the settlement with one of his 
Amils was taking his leave, when I took the liberty of asking 
his Excellency whether he had made any progress in his 
intended address to your Lordship, to which he replied, that 
he had written something.

On the 19th, his Excellency sent me a verbal message, 
that he purposed breakfasting with me on the following 
morning. In the evening rny Moonshee waited upon him, 
and expressed rny acknowledgments for the honour his Ex
cellency intended me; but, that as he had honoured me with
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a visit^the preced ing day, it was my wish as well from respect 
as inclination, to attend upon him. He replied, that amongst 
friends it was the same thing, that my house was his, and his 
mine.

According to appointment, his Excellency honoured me 
with a Visit on the 20th; and when retired into a private 
apartment, produced the letter which. I had presented to him 
on the 14th. Wishing to make some alterations in it, he de
sired the attendance of the Moonshec who had written k : 
pen and ink being brought, his Excellency with his own 
hand, wrote several alterations and additions which had been 
previously traced with pencil.

Having added at the end of the paper, that he would place 
his son on the Musnud with his own hands, his Excellency 
observed, that it was introduced with a view of shewing to 
the world, that his abdication was at his own suggestion, and 
voluntary; to which I replied, that I trusted it never could be 
imagined, that the English Government had used compulsive 
means, or even persuasions for the removal of his Excellency 
from his hereditary dominions.

His Excellency delivered the paper into my hands desiring, 
that after a copy of it was taken, it might be returned to him 
with a fair copy, and enjoining me to lose no time in address
ing your Lordship on the subject.

After receiving the paper, I observed to his Excellency, 
that your Lordship would naturally make this reflection, that 
it his Excellency, (a man of mature judgment, sound under
standing, and extensive experience,) found it impossible to 
conduct the affairs of the empire, what grounds were there 
to expect that a young man, uninstructed in the ways of the 
world, and unpractised in business, could possess the neces
sary qualifications for so arduous a situation. To which his 
Excellency replied, that he would have the benefit of that 
advice and assistance so often proffered to him.

I was then going to prepare his Excellency to expect, that 
your Lordship’s wisdom would most probably suggest some 
modifications of the treaty or comprehensive arrangements for 
the future government of the country; but before I could 
make any progress, he interrupted me by saying, that your 
Lordship’s answer might he expected in the course of twenty 
days.

f(JO  <SL
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After talking some time on other subjects, the Nawaub 
observed, that your Lordship would feel much uneasiness at 
the contents of the paper; to which I replied, that your Lord- 
ship would certainly be concerned and surprised at the 
momentous measure determined on by his Excellency. He 
said, the measure was doubtless momentous, and the most 
serious that a sovereign could undertake, that he considered 
it not only a renunciation of a kingdom, but of the world ; but 
added emphatically, that the execution of it was indispensable, 
since he was neither pleased with the people nor they with 
hins, and that in fact his mind was not from the first disposed 
to the cares of government, nor reconciled to them upon 
experience.

His Excellency some hours after his departure sent me a 
n o te ,  requesting that I would return by my Moonshee the 
draft of the paper, corrected by himself, being desirous of 
considering of some further alterations, i t  was accordingly 
sent, when he expressed himself obliged by my readiness in 
returning it, and promised to restore it immediately. In the 
evening it  was brought back to me by one of his favourite 
servants, (Ruttun Grand,) a person whom I had never seen 
before, with some corrections.

A copy of the Persian paper as it now stands, and ope 
shewing the alterations, together with translations, are here
with transmitted for your Lordship’s information.

Having thus detailed the whole of the conversations which 
have been held on this important subject, I shall take the 
liberty of making such reflections on his Excellency’s resolu
tion as occur to my mind; and though, as his Excellency 
justly observed, it is not possible to penetrate into the internal 
feelings of another person, yet an attentive study of his 
Excellency’s character, and a review of his conduct since his 
exaltation to the empire, may serve to throw some light upon 
his sentiments.

His Excellency for a series of years, felt, and enjoyed the 
comforts of a private station; ambition, (if that quality ever 
had possession of his breast,) might have been weakened by 
the despair of gratifying it, and at length have subsided in 
other habits and pursuits. The tenour of his discourse 
strongly indicates the act to be the result of mature and long 
deliberation, and not the sudden suggestion of passion; it is



not therefore improbable, that at. the moment of ascending the 
Mnsnud; hewss- meditating the period and the means ofa retreat.

Power, since his accession to the empire, lias only been 
exercised in acts that tend to the gratification of his ruling 
propensity, avarice; timid in his disposition he is afraid of 
secret Chernies- amongst the old servants of his brother whom 
his-unkindness has disgusted, and uncoaoiliating in his manners, 
he,has acquired no new friends. In his. public conduct as a 
prince, he has in no one instance evinced a desire for the 
prosperity of his codntry, nor shewn a wish to transmit his 
dominions to his posterity, improved in their resources, or 
meliorated in their administration.

Unequal himself to incessant application to business, with 
a neglect inexplicable, unless from a jealousy of having his 
secrets penetrated into, it; has been his aim to conduct the 
affairs of his government in seclusion without ostensible as
sistance ; and with an avidity unaccountable, unless from a 
secret wish of abandoning his empire, he has grasped at 
immediate and trifling advantages to the relinquishment of 
•future and substantial benefits; and whilst accumulating 
wealth in his private treasure, suffers the pensioners -.and 
public servants to experience the most severe distress by a 
long detention of their established allowances.

The money and jewels found upon his accession, have been 
removed from the usual place of deposit to the women’s 
apartments, anti it is generally believed, that Ids accumula
tions amount to a crore of rupees.* A sum however enormous, 
probably not much exaggerated, when it is considered, that 
in addition to Nummmnas and other means of acquiring- 
wealth which have been practised, he has uniformly, as it is 
affirmed, appropriated to himself the same monthly sums for 
his personal expences as were fixed by his brother, though 
the establishment of every department has been considerably 
diminished, and the strictest economy observed in every 
household arrangement .

Your Lordship will observe by the additions in the paper, 
that his Excellency dwells even to repetition, on the expres
sions of “ existing circumstances, or in this manner, and 
certain causes.” It is not easy to conjecture what may be the

THE EARL OF MORNINGTON. J

* « £ i ,000 ,000  s te rlin g .



(gtUEilT.-COLONEi, SCOTT,' TO ' J jnM  ,

es which he insinuates, but conceals with so much reserve.
If they have a reference to my conduct, I can only affirm, 
that it has been confined to expostulations and advice, and 
that he lias never asked my assistance until his own measures 
have failed, and then expecting the exertion of toy .influence 
to enforce payment of demands, under an implicit and un
bounded confidence in the statement which he was pleased to 
make of the case, inquiries and investigations on tire other 
side of the question, without which I  invariably and candidly 
told him, I could not interfere, may foe regarded by him as a 
distrust of his own principles of probity and justice, and as a 
design to support his Amils against him.

His Excellency has no children alive by marriage. Four 
sons of the age of manhood visually attend him, the eldest of 
whom, (Gazee u deetr Hyder,) is 25 years of age, or more, and 
appears to be of a mild but rather hea vy disposition. A son 
five or six years old sometimes makes his appearance at the 
Palace, and there may probably be several other children in 
the Mehl.

Slot to interrupt the thread of the narrative upon thisimpor- 
taht subject, I omitted to introduce in their proper places the 
frequent allusions made by me to the Reform of the military 
establishment. In every conversation however, I took occa
sion to press the subject upon his Excellency’s consideration; 
but he invariably, and somewhat impatiently, evaded the dis
cussion by declaring, that; under the proposition to be sub
mitted to your Lordship it was totally unnecessary.

.1 have the honour to be,
With the greatest respect, my Lord,

Your Lordship’s most obedient, and 
Most faithful humble Servant,

W. S cott.

T r a n s la t io n  o f  a  p a p e r  p r e p a r e d  in P e r s ia n  b y  th e  R e s id e n t  a t  L u c k n o w , 
a t  th e  d e s i r e  o f  h is  E x c e l le n c y  th e  N a w a u b  V iz ie r ,  s u b m it te d  t o  h is  E x c e l 
len cy  o n  th e  14 th  o f  N o v e m b e r  1799 , a n d  r e tu r n e d  to  th e  R e s id e n t  on  th e  
1 8 th  o f  th e  sa m e  m o n th ,  w h e n  th e  a l t e r a t i o n s  w h ic h  a p p e a r  o n  th e  face  o f  
th e  P e r s ia n  p a p e r ,  w e re  w r i t te n  b y  h is  E x c e l le n c y ’s o w n  h a n d ,*  in  t h e

* T h e y  a re  h e r e  p la c e d  in  sm a ll t y p e  over th e  o r ig in a l  w o rd s .



X ^ j M ^ / n c e  o f  th e  R e s id e n t a n d  h is  M o o n s h e e  M o h u b lm t  A lly  K h a n .  T h e  
i t e r a t i o n s  w h ich ' a p p e a r  in  re d  in k *  in ' th is  t r a n s la t io n ,  a re  s u b s e q u e n t 
c o r re c t io n s  by  h is  E x c e l le n c y , h e  h av in g  s e n t  fo r  th e  d r a f f  f o r  th e  
p u rp o s e .

G o  T u e s d a y ,  th e  13 th  o f  T u m ra a d ie  u l S a n n ie ,  A .H . 1 2 1 4 ,'o r  1 2 th  o f  
N o v e m b e r , 1 7 2 9 , h is  E x c e lle n c y  th e  N a w a u b  V iz ie r ,  h o n o u re d  m e  w ith  
a  v is it ,  a n d  in  a  p r iv a te  c o n fe re n c e  e n jo in e d  m e  to  a d d re ss  th e  r i g h t  h o n o u r 
a b le  th e  G o v e rn o r-G e n e ra l  to  th e  fo llo w in g  e f f e c t :

T h a t  h is  E x c e lle n c y  f in d in g  i t  im p o s s ib le  u n d e r  e x is t in g  c ir c u m s ta n c e s  
fo r  c e r ta in  r e a s o n s , to  c o n d u c t  th e  a ffa irs o f  h is  g o v e rn m e n t ,  w i th  e a s e  to  
h im s e lf  a n d  to  th e  a d v a n ta g e  o f  h is  su b je c ts , w as d e s iro u s  f ro m  t h e  s u g g e s 
tio n s  o f  h is  Own m in d , c o rd ia lly  a n d  v o lu n ta r i ly  to  re lin q u is h  th e  e m p ire .
I e n tr e a te d  h is  E x c e lle n c y  to  e x p la in  th e  m o tiv e s  w h ich  in f lu e n c e d  h im  
to  re lin q u is h  so  g r e a t  a n  e m p i r e ,  a n d  b eg g ed  th a t  h e  w o u ld  s ta te  th e  w h o le  
o f  th e  c a u se s  w h ic h  in d u ced  h im  to  th a t  r e s o lu t io n ,  in  o rd e r  t h a t  m e a s u re s  
m ig h t  b e  ta ltq ji to  rem o v e  th e m , s in c e  b y  th e  f r ie n d s h ip  a n d  a s s is ta n c e  o f  
the. E n g lis h  C o m p a n y , and  b y  th e  z e a lo u s  e x e r t io n s  o f  m y se lf , h is  s in c e re  
w e ll-w ish e r , th e  a d m in is tr a t io n  o f  h is  g o v e rn m e n t  c o u ld  a s s u re d ly  h e  c o n 
d u c te d  t o  t h e  p r o s p e r i ty  o f  h is  c o u n tr y ,  to  th e  h a p p in e s s  o f  h is  s u b je c t s ,  
to  th e  ease  a n d  s a t is f a c t io n  o f  h im s e l f ,  an d  to  th e  a c q u is i tio n  o f  a g r e a t  
n am e , H is  E x c e lle n c y  'im p lied , t h a t  th is  w a s  t r u e ,  b u t  t h a t  o w in g  to  
(the litssemicms, enmity, rt sobe'im>ceam! negligencedfthej)ei(pletiere,)(<iho!s«r<o.si raum,) 
th e  in c e s s a n t  to ils  and  c a re s  o f  g o v e rn m e n t ,  h is  m in d  w as u t t e r ly  w ith 
d ra w n  fro m  i t  and" d isg u s te d , a n d  th a t  o n  th is  a c c o u n t  h e  e n te r ta in e d  th e  
f irm  r e s o lu t io n  o f  r e l in q u is h in g  t h e  e m p ire ,  a n d  a s  h is  L o rd s h ip  w o u ld  
n o m in a te  o n e  o f  h is  so n s  to  s u c c e e d  h im , h is  n a m e  w o u ld  r e m a in  e s ta 
b lish e d .

A f te r  th e  r e l in q u is h m e n  t  o f  t h e  g o v e rn m e n t ,  M s E x c e l le n c y  h a d  n o  w ish  
((it Lucknow)

o f  r e s id in g  ( h e r e , )  n o r  o f  in te r f e r in g  in  th e  s m a lle s t  d e g re e  in  th e  c o n c e rn s  
o f  th e  c o u n try . W h a t  h is  E x c e l le n c y  p o sse ssed  w a s  su ff ic ien t f o r  h is  n e c e s 
s a r y  e x p e n c e s ,  b u t  th a t  w h a te v e r  h is  L o rd s h ip  m ig h t  e s ta b lis h  f o r  b is  so n s  
a n d  o th e r  b ra n c h e s  o f  h is  f a m ily , w o u ld  b e  a  s o u r c e  o f  g re a t  s a t is f a c t io n  to  
h im , a n d  th a t  h is  E x c e lle n c y  w o u ld  w ith  h is  o w n  h a n d s  p la c e  h is  so n  on  
th e  M u sn u d .

A  tn i e  t r a n s la t io n .

W . Scott, R e s id e n t a t  L u c k n o w .

*  T h e y  a re  h e re  p laced  in  ita lic s  over th e  o r ig in a l  w o rd s .
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No. XLV.

The Karl o f Momington to the Secret Committee o f the i/opouraile Court 
o f Directore.

H onourable S irs, Fort William, 28th N6|f I f99.

L According to the latest accounts dated on the 2nd of No
vember, the affairs of Mysore were in the most favourable 
condition. The whole of the country (including Sondah and 
the rest of the reserved territory, now about to be divided 
between the Company and the Nizam) having been completely 
settled, with the exception of the inconsiderable possessions 
of the Polygar of Bullain, against whom a small detachment 
had been sent, the army in Mysore was on the eve of being 
distributed in garrisons and cantonments.

Under the disadvantages resulting fijpra the recent mili
tary operations throughout the country, Purneah had dis
charged the first monthly kist of the subsidy stipulated by 
the late treaty of Smngapatam, namely, that for the month 
of July, and had announced his intention of soon paying the 
kists for August and September.

I have very great satisfaction in informing your honourable 
Committee that the measures which I concerted with Lord 
Clive, previously to my departure from Fort St. George, for 
the purpose of reducing the southern P oly  gars to order and 
legal government have been executed with the greatest abi
lity and success by Major Bannerman, and that the military 
power of that refractory race of people is now completely 
extinct.

The settlement of Tanjore has been arranged with the 
same happy success. Previously to my departure from Fort 
St. George, with Lord Clive’s assistance, I framed the out
lines of a new treaty between the Rajah and the Company 
vesting the entire and exclusive administration, civil and mi
litary, of that country in the Company’s government. This 
treaty* was ratified by me in council on the 26th instant.

11. The affairs of Qude have occupied a considerable share 
of my attention. No probability existing that Zemaun Shah 
will be able in the course of the present season to renew his
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Sŝ ’,'t8<role attempts against Hindustan, and a conjuncture so fa
vourable coinciding with our successes in Mysore, the most 
eligible opportunity appeared to be opened for carrying into 
execution such a reform of .the- Nabob Vizier’s military esta
blishments as should secure us front all future danger on: the 
frontier of Oude, and should’ enable -me,'-to. introduce a va
riety of necessary .improvements in the government of that 
country. With this view it was my intention to establish a 
considerable augmentation of our troops in' Oude without de
lay, and to .'induce the Vizier to disband, under certain .regu
lations, a proportional part of his own useless and dangerous 
force. I had accordingly given orders to the Resident at 
Lucknow to commence a negotiation with Ms Excellency for 
this desirable purpose, and had. also directed the movements 
of several bodies of troops in the provinces to be so arranged 
as to enable me, before the expiration of the cold season, to 
increase our force.% Oude considerably, Before, however, 
the Resident at Lucknow could open the proposed negoeia- 
tioa with the Vizier, or had disclosed to him any part of my 
intended plans, his Excellency, of his own accord, made a 
proposition to the Resident which necessarily supersedes 
every other arrangement.

III. For several months past Ids Excellency bad intimated 
to the Resident from time to time an earnest desire to commu
nicate to me an improved system for the government of Oude.
But whenever the Resident had pressed his Excellency for a 
more full explanation of the nature of the proposed arrange
ment in order that it might be transmitted to me, his Excel
lency had evaded the discussion with evident symptoms of 
agitation of mind. At length on the 12th of November, at 
an interview which his Excellency had himself desired (and 
it is important again to remark that at this period no propo
sition had reached his Excellency from the Resident or from 
me with relation to the increase of the force in Oude), his 
Excellency signified an anxious desire and a fixed determi
nation to abdicate altogether the government of Oude, and 
requested the Resident to draw, for the purpose of being 
forwarded to me, the enclosed paper which I received last 
night.*

* See p. Ifi3.



• .••v ^ « S ^ |y ,  His Excellency appears to have adopted the resolution 
of abdicating the government upon the maturest deliberation. 
Your honourable Committee-will observe that his Excellency 
declares this resolution to have originated in the reciprocal 
aversion subsisting between himself and his subjects (an 
aversion, which, on his part, be declares to have grown into 
absolute disgust), and in his sense of Ins own ineompefency 
from various other considerations, to administer the govern
ment either with satisfaction to himself pr advantage to his 
people. But although such considerations may in some de
gree have influenced his Excellency’s determination, I am 
inclined to believe that the principal causes are to he traced 
in the timidity and the avarice of his disposition; for it is 
proper to apprize your honourable Committee that he has 
intimated an expectation of being permitted to retire with 
the treasures which he may have amassed.

V. Your honourable Committee will remark that the Resident; 
has used several arguments* but without effect, to dissuade 
his Excellency from the proposed abdication. I f  therefore 
his Excellency should ultimately persevere in this declared 
intention, it must be deemed entirely and absolutely his own 
voluntary act.

VI. Whatever may have been the motives, or whatever shall 
be the ultimate decision of his Excellency on this occasion, it 
is my intention to profit by the event to the utmost practi
cable extent ; and I entertain a confident hope of being able 
either to establish, with the consent of the Vizier, the sole 
and exclusive authority of the Company within the province 
of Oude and its dependencies, or at least to place our interests 
in that quarter on an improved and durable foundation.

VII. It occurs to me to be necessary to add in explanation of 
the close of the third paragraph of this letter, that although 
the necessity of a reform of the Vizier’s military establish
ments had been for a considerable time under discussion be
tween his Excellency and me, and had even been fully ad
mitted by his Excellency, no detailed measures with a view 
to the execution of such a plan had yet been suggested, nor 
had my intention of immediately augmenting our force in 
Oude been communicated to his Excellency when he opened 
his mind to the Resident at Lucknow.

I have the honour to be, &c.
M o r n in g to n .

[If J O  . ACT
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THE E I0 H T  WON. LORD CLIVE. y f l  J

No. XLVI.

The Burl o f Morning-ton to the RightHonourable bred-Clive.

M y L ord, Fort William, 12th Dec.

This .letter will be presented to your Lordship by a pre
late of the Armenian Church, the Archbishop and Nuncio of 
Mount Ararat.

Ho at lived here lately from Armenia, in. his progress to 
visit the different Armenian churches in India, a septennial 
visitation of which takes place, as I understand, under the 
direction of the Chief Patriarch of the Armenian Church. I 
received the Archbishop of Ararat at my levee soon after his 
arrival here ; on this occasion he presented to me an address, 
subscribed by himself and another Armenian divine (the 
Nuncio of Jerusalem) congratulating me on the happy termi
nation of the late war with Tippoo Sultaun.

As the Archbishop now proceeds In the discharge of his: 
mission, to Fort St. George, I beg leave, to recommend him 
to your Lordship’s countenance and attention during his re
sidence at the seat of your government.

I have the honour to he, &c.
Moknjngton.

No. XLVII,

Lt.-Col. Wm, Kirkpatrick to Lt.-Col milieu, Scott, Resident at Lvcknow.

®IE’ Fort William, 16’tli Dec. 1799.
I am directed by the Right Honourable the Governor-Ge

neral to acknowledge the receipt of your letter to his Lord- 
ship, dated the 22nd of November,* containing a paper com
municated by you to his Lordship in pursuance of the ear
nest injunction of the Vizier.

I have the honour to enclose an answer from his Lord- 
ship to that paper, together with a translation of the same in 
Persian.

* See page 162,



His Lordship is pleased to authorize you to make such 
alterations in this paper (adhering to its general spirit and 
tenor) previously to the communication of it to the Vizier, as 
circumstances not at present in the knowledge of his Lord- 
ship may suggest to you to be necessary or advisable. You 
are even empowered not to deliver the paper to his Excel
lency if, previously to your receipt of it,^ 8  Excellency 
should either have actually acquiesced in the general tenor of 
the treaty forwarded to you on the 22nd ultimo, or have indi
cated a disposition to do so ; and you should have any rea
son to apprehend that the communication of this paper might 
have the effect of retarding or of otherwise disturbing the 
arrangements. His Lordship, however, is inclined to think 
that the train of reasoning contained in this document is 
equally calculated (by establishing the reasonableness and 
necessity of the modification of libi.Exc llency’s wishes pro
posed by bis Lordship), to remove an objection which his 
Excellency may have started to the, ain principle of the 
treaty, and to confirm his approbation f it, should he have 
already acceded to it.

In the event of your communicating to the Vizier the ac
companying paper, or the substance of it, you will previously 
affix to it a copy of the treaty transmitted to you on the 22nd 
ultimo, with such alterations in the same as you may have 
thought proper to adopt in consequence of the authority 
given you for this purpose.

You will perceive that the enclosed answer of the Gover
nor-General to the paper containing the formal annunciation 
of the Vizier’s determination to abdicate the Government is 
silent on that passage of the letter which relates to the main
tenance of his Excellency’s name. The reason why his 
Lordship has not j udged it necessary to notice this topic is, 
that it did not appear to him to have originated with his Ex
cellency, but to have arisen rather out of what had dropped 
from you in the course of the discussion; a consideration 
which, joined to the general character of the Vizier, disposes 
his Lordship to believe that his Excellency may not insist on 
this point. If, however contrary to the expectation of his 
Lordship, his Excellency should appear anxious on the sub
ject, his Lordship conceives it will be sufficient to answer,

(fix
MKOT.-COfcONEE WM. KIRKPATRICK, TO N tK = X * -^



^ S M a a  his Excellency’s absolute and formal abdication ot' the 
government is neither wished for nor approved by his Lord- 
ship, and that as his Excellency will not only retain, together 
with his wealth, all his present distinctive honours and titles, 
bat will also possess the power of transmitting both to his 
heirs, there can he no more danger of the extinction of his name 
than attaches equally to every other human esta blishment.

I  am’further directed by the Governor-General, to signify 
to you his Lordship’s desire, that you will furnish him as soon 
as possible, with a detailed report of the causes which appear 
to you to have led to the recent and unexpected proposition 
of the Viizier. In reviewing this transaction, his Lordship 
wishes you to consider and state particularly, whether his 
Excellency has in any, and in what degree, been influenced on 
this occasion, by any of the measures adopted by his 'Lord- 
ship with a view to the reform of his Excellency’s military 
establishments.

I have the honour to be, Sir,
Your most obedient servant,
W m .  K ir k p a t r ic k , Military Secretary.

Minute by the Governor-General.
F o r t  W il l ia m , lG th  D e c e m b e r ,  1799 .

T h e  R ig h t  H o n o u r a b le  th » ,G o v e r n o r - G e n e r a l  h a v in g  r e c e iv e d  f ro m  th e  
R e s id e n t  a t  L u c k n o w  a  p a p e r  in  t h e  P e r s ia n  la n g u a g e  ( w i th  a  t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  
th e  s a m e  in  E n g lis h ) ,  p r e p a r e d  b y  th e  R e s id e n t  in  c o n f o r m i ty  to  t h e  d e s i r e  
o f  h is  E x c e l le n c y  th e  N a w a u b  V iz ie r ,  a n d  s u b s e q u e n t ly  t r a n s m i t te d  to  
th e  G o v e r n o r - G e n e r a l ,  in  c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  th e  e a r n e s t  in ju n c t io n  o f  b is  
E x c e l l e n c y ; a n d  th e  G o v e r n o r - G e n e r a l  h a v in g  g iv e n  th e  m o s t  a t t e n t iv e  
c o n s id e ra t io n  to  t h e  w ish e s  o f  h i s  E x c e l le n c y  th e  N a w a u b  V iz ie r  e x p r e s s e d  
in  t h a t  p a p e r ,  th e  R e s id e n t  is h e r e b y  c o m m a n d e d  to  a d d re s s  b is  E x c e l le n c y  
in  th e  n a m e  o f  h is  L o rd s h ip ,  to  th e  fo l lo w in g  e ffe c t

H is  L o r d s h ip  is  f u l ly  a p p r is e d  o f  th e  v a r io u s  d if f ic u lt ie s  w h ic h  o b s t r u c t  
th e  d u e  a d m in is t r a t io n  o f  th e  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  O u d e  in  h is  E x c e l l e n c y ’s 
h a n d s ,  a s  w e ll as o f  th e  n a tu r e  o f  th o s e  s e c re t  c a u s e s  w h ic h  d is tu rb , th e  
t r a n q u i l l i t y  o f  h is  m in d . T h e  G o v e r n o r - G e n e r a l  e n t i r e ly  c o n c u r r in g  in  th e  
t r u t h  o f  h is  E x c e l le n c y ’s v o lu n ta r y  a n d  c a n d id  d e c la r a t io n ,  t h a t  th e  a d v e r s e  
d is p o s i t io n ,  e n m ity  a n d  d is o b e d ie n c e  o f  b is  p e o p le ,  a d d e d  to  t h e  n e g l ig e n c e  
o f  h i s  m in i s te r s ,  r e n d e r  i t  im p o s s ib le  f o r  h ie  E x c e l le n c y  t o  c o n d u c t  t h e  
a f fa ir s  o f  h is  G o v e r n m e n t ,  e i t h e r  w ith  e a se  to  h im s e l f  o r  a d v a n ta g e  to  h is  
s u b je c ts .

T h e  G o v e r n o r - G e n e r a l  h a s  o b s e rv e d , w ith  th e  m o s t  a n x io u s  c o n c e r n ,  th e  
in v e te r a te  a b u s e s  w h ic h  h a v e  d is g r a c e d  e v e ry  b r a n c h  o f  th e  C iv il G o v e r n 
m e n t  o f  O u d e ,  p e r v e r te d  t h e  a d m in is t r a t io n  o f  j u s t i c e ,  im p a i r e d  t h e  s o u r c e s  
o f  r e v e n u e ,  in d u s t r y ,  a n d  c o m m e r c e ,  a n d  d e s t r o y e d  t h e  f o u n d a t io n s  o f
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\ S  | ”,g ^ te ic  p ro s p e r ity  a n d  in d iv id u a l h a p p in e s s  in th a t  f e r t i l e ,  b u t  d e c lin in g  

c o u n t r y .  H is  L o rd s h ip  h a s  a lso  la m e n te d  th e  u n e q u iv o c a l s y m p to m s  w h ic h  
h a v e  o c c u r re d  "w ith in  h is  o w n  k n o w le d g e , o f  th e  d is o rd e r ly  a n d  m u tin o u s  
s p i r i t  o f  h is  E x c e l le n c y ’s a r m y ; o f  th e  r e f r a c to r y  te m p e r  o f  a  g r e a t  p ro p o r t io n  
o f  h is  p e o p le ,  a n d  o f  th e  g e n e ra l  d isa ffe c tio n  u n h a p p ily  p r e v a i l in g  to w a rd s  
h is  E x c e lle n c y ’s p e r s o n  a n d  G o v e rn m e n t .  T h e  p re s s u re  o f  th e s e  c a la m itie s  
h a s  b e e n  m u ch  a g g ra v a te d , in  h is  L o rd s h ip ’s  ju d g m e n t ,  b y  h is  c e r ta in  c o n 
v ic tio n  o f  th e  u t t e r  in su ff ic ien cy  o f  a n y  in s t r u m e n ts  o r  m e a n s  w h ic h  In s 
E x c e l le n c y ’s ow n  se rv ic e  o r  r e s o u rc e s  c a n  f u r n i s h ,  to  r e p re s s  ev ils  Of su c h  
m a g n itu d e , v io le n c e , a n d  p o w er. H is  L o rd s h ip ,  th e re fo re ,  h a s  a lw ays b e e n  
sa tis f ie d  th a t  th e  d i r e c t  a id  a n d  in te rp o s i t io n  o f  th e  C o m p a n y  ’s G o v e rn m e n t, 
S tre n g th e n e d  b y  th e  l ib e r a l  co n fid en ce  a n d  c o r d ia l  c o o p e ra t io n  o f  h is  E x c e l 
le n c y ,  w e re  in d is p e n s a b ly  n e c e s sa ry  to  r e s to r e  th e  w e lf a re  o f  h is  p e o p le , 
th e  d ig n i ty  o f  h is  G o v e r n m e n t ,  tlic  s e c u r i ty  o f  h is  p e r s o n  a n d  d o m in io n s , 
a n d  th e  re p o se  o f  h is  m in d .

U n d e r  th e s e  im p re s s io n s , h is  L o rd s h ip  r e p re s e n te d  to  h is  E x c e lle n c y  th e  
u r g e n t  n e c e s s ity  o f  a  s p e e d y  r e fo rm  in  h is  E x c e l le n c y ’s m i l i ta r y  e s ta b lis h 
m e n ts ,  as a  m e a s u re  p r e l im in a r y  to  th e  in t ro d u c tio n  o f  a n y  p o ss ib le  im 
p ro v e m e n ts  in  o th e r  b ra n c h e s  o f  th e  G o v e rn m e n t ,  a n d  a b s o lu te ly  re q u is i te  
f o r  th e  im m e d ia te  p r o te c t io n  o f  h is E x c e l le n c y ’s p e rso n  a n d  d o th ih id n s  
a g a in s t  d o m e s tic  t r e a s o n  o r  f o re ig n  in v a s io n .

H is  E x c e lle n c y  h a s  r e p e a te d ly  d e c la re d  th e  p ro p o se d  r e fo r m  to  be  in d is 
p e n s a b ly  n e c e s sa ry  to  thcr’a c c o rn p l is h m e n t  o f  th e  s a lu ta ry  p u r p o s e s  a lre a d y  
e n u m e r a te d ,  a n d  in  th e  sa m e  s p i r i t  o f  c a n d o u r  a n d  ju s t i c e  h a s  a c k n o w le d g e d  
th is  im p o r ta n t  m e a s u re  to  b e  im p ra c t ic a b le  w ith o u t  th e  a id  a n d  in te r p o s i t io n  
o f  th e  B r i t i s h  G o v e r n m e n t ,  em p lo y e d  to  in v ig o ra te  h is  E x c e l le n c y ’s a u th o 
r i ty ,  a n d  to  c o n f irm  h is  p o w e r .

T h e  N a w a u b  V iz ie r 's  a b d ic a tio n  o f  th e  G o v e rn m e n t  w as  n e v e r  in  th e  
G o v e rn o r-G e n e ra l’s  c o n te m p la t io n ,  n o r  h a s  h is  L o rd s h ip  e v e r  d e e m e d  su c h  
a  s te p  to  b e  n e c e s s a ry , w i th  a  view  e i th e r  to  th e  re fo rm  o f  th e  a rm y  o r  o f  
th e  G o v e rn m e n t  o f  O u d e . T h e  r e s o lu tio n  w h ic h  h is  E x c e l le n c y  has s ig n i
fied , is  th e re fo re  e n t i r e ly  n o v e l to  h is  L o rd s h ip ’s n d n d , w h ic h  h ad  n e v e r  
fo rm e d  a n y  o th e r  v iew  th a n  to  c o n c il ia te  h is  E x c e lle n c y ’s e n t i r e  co n fid en ce  
in  th e  p o w e r  an d  w isd o m  o f  th e  C o m p a n y , a n d  h is  c o r d ia l  a c c e p ta n c e  o f  
t h e i r  a s s is ta n c e  in  c o r r e c t in g  th e  a b u s e s  o f  w h ic h  h is  E x c e l le n c y  h a s  c o m 
p la in e d , smd in  im p ro v in g  th e  a d m in is tr a t io n  o f  h is  affa irs.

T h e  , ^ so lu tio n  to  m a k e  a n  a b s o lu te  a n d  f o rm a l  ab d ica tio n  o f  th e  G o v e rn 
m e n t  h a v in g , h o w e v e r , o r ig in a te d  in  h is  E x c e l le n c y ’s m in d ,  a n d  b e in g  th e  
r e s u l t  o f  h is  o w n  f r e e  w il l  an d  m a tu r e  d e l ib e ra t io n , g r o u n d e d  on  in c o n -  
te s t ib le  f a c t s ,  an d  m a in ta in e d  b y  a r g u m e n ts  o f  c o n s id e ra b le  fo rc e , th e  
G o v e rn o r -G e n e ra l  w ill  d is t in c t ly  s ta te  f o r  t h e  N a w a u b  V iz ie r ’s  co n s id e ra 
t io n ,  s u c h  m o d u la tio n s  o f  h is  E x c e l le n c y ’s  o r ig in a l  r e s o lu t io n  a s  a p p e a r  to  
h is  L o rd s h ip  c a lc u la te d  to  s e c u re  th e  j u s t  o b je c t  w h ic h  i t  is  d e s ig n e d  to 
a c c o m p lis h , an d  th e  e x te n s iv e  in te r e s ts  w h ic h  i t  invo lves.

T h e  G o v e rn o r -G e n e ra l ,  h o w e v e r , m u s t  d e c la r e ,  w ith o u t  r e s e r v e ,  th a t  he 
c o n s id e rs  th e  f o rm a l  a b d ic a t io n  o f  th e  N a w a u b  V iz ie r , i n  th e  m a n n e r  p r o 
p o se d  by  h is E x c e l le n c y ,  to  lie u t te r ly  in c o m p a t ib le  w ith  h is  E x c e l le n c y ’s 
p r o p o s e d  o b je c ts , as w i l l  a s  w ith  th e  s e c u r i t y  o f  every  i n t e r e s t  c o n n e c te d  
w ith  th e  p ro s p e r i ty  o f  O u d e .
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In  c o n s id e r in g  th e  a rg u m e n ts  on  w h ich  h is  L o rd s h ip ’s o b je c t io n s  a re  
fo u n d ed , I t  is n ece ssa ry  to  s ta te  th e  n a tu re  an d  e ffe c t o f  h is  E x c e l le n c y 's  
ab d ic a tio n  a c c o rd in g  to  th e  te rm s  o f  his o w n  p ro p o s it io n .

T h e  n a tu r e  o f  th e  N a w a u b  V iz ie r ’s p ro p o s it io n  is, th a t  h e  s h o u ld  r e lin 
q u ish  tin ; G o v c rn rn e n t 'a l to g e th e r ,  q u it  L u ck n o w , a n d  ab s ta in  fro m  a l l  in te r 
fe ren ce  in  th e  co n c e rn s  o f  th e  c o u n tr y ,  th a t  th e  G o v e rn o r-G e n e ra l  shou ld  
n o m in a te  o n e  o f  his E x c e lle n c y ’s so n s  to  su c ceed  to  th e  M u s n u d , a n d  to  be 
p laced  o n  i t  b y  h is  E x c e lle n c y ’s o w n  h a n d s ;  th a t  h is  E x c e lle n c y  sh o u ld  
re t i re  w ith  p o sse ss io n s , w h ich  h e  s ta te s  to  b e  su ff ic ien t fo r h is  n e c e s s a ry  
ex p en se s  ; an d  fin a lly , th a t  th e  G o v e rn o r-G e n e ra l  sh o u ld  e s ta b lis h  a  p r o v i
sio n  fo r  th e  e x p e n s e s  o f  his E x c e l le n c y ’s sons a n d  o f  th e  o th e r  b r a n c h e s  o f  
h is fam ily .

W h a te v e r  la t i tu d e  th e  p r a c t ic e  a n d  law s o f  H in d u s ta n  m ay  a d m it  w ith  
re g a rd  to  q u e s tio n s  o f  su c c e ss io n  to  so v e re ig n  p o w e r , th e  G o v e rn o r-G e n e ra l  
is d ec id ed ly  o f  o p in io n , th a t  in  th e  ev en t o f  h is  E x c e lle n c y ’s a b d ic a t io n ,  no  
rea so n a b le  g ro u n d  # o u ld  e x is t  fo r  th e  e x c lu s io n  o f  h is E x c e lle n c y ’s e ld e s t  
so n . H is  E x c e lle n c y ’s a b d ic a tio n , th e re fo re , o n  th e  te rm s  p ro p o s e d , m u st 
he  a c c o m p a n ie d  by  th e  im m e d ia te  a cce ss io n  o f  h is  E x c e lle n c y ’s e ld e s t  son  
to  th e  M u s n u d .

U n d e r  w h a te v e r  te rm s o r  a r ra n g e m e n ts  a  s u c c e s s o r  m ig h t h e  p la c e d  on  
th e  M u s n u d , h e  ro u s t r e ta in  a l l  th e  n ece ssa ry  re sp o n s ib ili ty  an d  s ta te  o f  
th a t  e le v a te d  s i tu a t io n , and  m u s t  b e  re n d e re d  a c c o u n ta b le  fo r  a l l  th e  p u b lic  
d eb ts , and  f o r  a ll  th e  a r re a rs  o f  th e  c iv il and  m i l i ta ry  e s ta b lis h m e n ts . T h e  
d isc h a rg e  o f  th e s e  d em an d s , a n d  th e  p ro v is io n  to  b e  m ad e  fo r  th e  u n a v o id a 
b le  e x p e n s e s  o f  th e  N aw au b  G h a u z e e  i t  d ee  a  H y d e r  K h a u n  w ould  n e c e s s a r i ly  
d im in ish  th o s e  fu n d s w h ich  th e  N a w a u b  S a a d u t A li K h au n  p r o b a b ly  p ro 
p o se s to  re s e rv e  en tire  fo r  h ;s  o w n  se p a ra te  u s e . H is  E x c e l le n c y  th e  

‘N aw au b  S a a d u t  A li c an n o t r e a s o n a b ly  e x p e c t  t h a t  th o se  tr e a s u re s  w h ich  
now  fo rm  a  p a r t  o f  his E x c e lle n c y ’s m ean s o f  fu lf i l l in g  h is p u b l ic  e n g a g e 
m e n ts , and  c o n s e q u e n tly  a  p a r t  o f  th e  C o m p a n y ’s s e c u r ity  c a n  b e  a b s o 
lu te ly  a lie n a te d  f ro m  th e  M u sn u d  o f  O u d e , an d  th e  N a w a u b  G h a u z e e  u  d een  
H y d e r  K h a u n  su b je c ted  to th e  sa m e  e n g a g e m e n ts  a s  th e  N aw au b  S a a d u t 
A li ,  w ith  r e d u c e d  m eans o f  fu lf i l l in g  th e m .

T h e  N a w a u b  S a a d u t A li, u p o n  h is  a b d ic a tio n , w o u ld  th e re fo re  d e e m  it  
j u s t  to  t r a n s fe r  a  la rg e  p o r t io n  o f  h is  tre a su re s  e i th e r  to  his s u c c e s s o r  o r  to 
th e  C o m p an y , arid  lie  w o u ld  th u s  n ece ssa rily  r e d u c e  in  a  p r o p o r t io n a te  
d e g re e  th e  fu n d s  a l lo tte d  fo r  h is  o w n  p riv a te  m a in te n a n c e .

I t  is fo r  h is  E x c e lle n c y ’s se r io u s  c o n s id e ra tio n , w h e th e r  th e  t r a n q u i l l i ty  
o f  his m in d  w o u ld  b e  r e s to re d  b y  th e  e s ta b lis h m e n t o f  his e ld e s t so n  in  a  
s i tu a tio n  w h ic h  m ig h t p ro d u c e  a  r e la x a tio n  o f  f ilia l d u tie s , a f fe c tio n s , an d  
o b lig a tio n s , a n d  m ig h t e x c ite  s e n t im e n ts  o f  d i s t r u s t  a n d  je a lo u s y , i f  n o t  o f  
a n im o sity  a n d  av e rs io n .

T h e  G o v e rn o r ,G e n e ra l  is p e rs u a d e d  th a t  a f t e r  h is  E x c e lle n c y  t h e  N a 
w a u b  S a a d u t A li h ad  a c tu a lly  a b d ic a te d  th e  G o v e rn m e n t ,  his E x c e l le n c y  
w o u ld  n e i th e r  fe e l n o r  e x p re s s  a n y  d es ire  to  r e s u m e  so v e re ig n  a u th o r i ty ,  
o r  to  c o n ten d  w i th  th e  e x a lte d  d ig n i ty  and  p o w e r  t r a n s fe r re d  to  th e  h a n d s  
o f  th e  N a w a u b  G h a u z e e  u  d e e n  H y d e r  K h a u n . B u t  th e  h is to ry  o f  th e  
w o rld  has p ro v e d  th a t  few  p r in c e  ■ h av e  p o sse ssed  th e  fo rtitu d e  to  r e m a in  
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c o n te n t  in  r e t i r e m e n t  a f te r  th e  a b d ic a tio n  o f  s o v e re ig n  p o w e r  j arid  th e  
'N a w a u b  G h a u s e e  u  d e e n  H y d e r  K h a im , a d v e r t in g  to  h is to r ic a l  e x a m p le s , 
an d  to  th e  u n ifo rm  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  f o rm e r  a g e s , w ou ld  a lw ay s a p p re h e n d  
ll,,. p o s s ib il i ty  o f  a  c h a n g e  in  th e  N a w a u b  S a a d u t  A li’s r e s o lu t io n ,  an d  
w o u ld  p e r p e tu a l ly  a n t ic ip a te  th e  rev iva l o f  th e  s p ir i t  o f  a m b it io n , o f  th e  
d e s ire  o f  e m p ire , g r a n d e u r ,  an d  h o n o u r ,  th e  n a tu r a l  p a ss io n s  o f  g r e a t  a n d  
n o b le  m in d s . S u c h  a p p re h e n s io n s  a n d  je a lo u s ie s  in  th e  m in d  o f  h is  E x c e l
le n c y ’s su c c e s s o r  m ig h t  p ro d u c e  th e  m o s t  f a ta l  a t t e m p ts  a g a in s t  h is  E x c e l
le n c y ’s r e p o s e , an d  ev en  a g a in s t  h is  p e r s o n a l  s a fe ty .

H is  E x c e l le n c y  s ta te s  i t  to  b e  h is  i n t e n t io n  to  q u it  L u c k n o w  a f te r  his 
p ro p o s e d  a b d ic a t io n , b u t  does n o t  e x p r e s s ly  s ig n ify  w h e th e r  th e  p la c e  o f  
h is  re s id e n c e  w o u ld  he  fixed  w ith in  th e  d o m in io n s  o f  th e  N a w a u b  G h a u z e t  
u  d een  H y d e r  K h a u n , o r  o f  th e  C o m p a n y . I f  h is  E x c e l le n c y , d e p r iv e d  o f  
p o w e r , s h o u ld  re m a in  in  O u d e , th e  d is q u ie tu d e s  and  d a n g e r s  o f  h is s i tu a 
t io n  w o u ld  b e  g re a t ly  m u lt ip lie d  in  n u m b e r ,  a n d  a g g ra v a te d  in  effect. H e  
w o u ld  be  s u r ro u n d e d  b y  s o lic itu d e  and  a la r m , a n d  m en aced  n o t  o n ly  by  th e  
je a lo u s *  o f  h is  s u c c e s s o r ,  h u t by  th e  e n m ity  o f  a l l  th o se  a m o n g  h is  E x c e l
le n c y ’s f o rm e r  s u b je c ts , w h o  m ay  n o w  b e  d is c o n te n te d  w ith  h is  E x c e lle n c y 's  
G o v e rn m e n t ,  o r  d isa ffec ted  to w a rd s  Ids p e r s o n .

E v en  i f  i t  w e re  p o s s ib le ,  in  p o in t  o f j u s t i c e ,  t h a t  his E x c e l le n c y  sh o u ld  
a b d ic a te , r e s e rv in g  to  h im s e lf  th e  so le  p r o p e r ty  in  h is e n t i r e  t r e a s u r e ,  a n d  
sh o u ld  b e  s e t t le d  in  O u d e , u n d e r  th e  g o v e rn m e n t  o f  th e  N a w a u b  G h a n a e e  
u  d een  H y d e r  K h a u n , w ith  s u c h  a n  im m e n s e  m ass  o f  w e a l th ,  i t  is  ev id en t 
th a t  h is  E x c e l le n c y ’s p e r i l  w o u ld  b e  in c re a s e d  in  p r o p o r t io n  to  th e  m ag n i
tu d e  o f  h is  t r e a s u r e ; n o r  w o u ld  th e  C o m p a n y  e n g ag e  to  p r o te c  t h is E x c e l
le n c y ’s p r o p e r ty ,  o r  h is  p e rso n a l sa fe ty , w i th in  th e  t e r r i to r ie s  o f  O u d e , 
u n d e r  th e  g o v e rn m e n t  o f  h is  E x c e l le n c y ’s su c c e s s o r .

H is  E x c e l le n c y 's  d a n g e r  w ou ld  c e r ta in ly  b e  le s s  w ith in  th e  C o m p a n y ’s 
p ro v in c e s ,  b u t  i t  w o u ld  b e  to o  s a n g u in e  a n  e x p e c ta t io n  to  su p p o s e  th a t  
a n x ie ty  a n d  d a n g e r  w o u ld  n o t  re a c h  h is  r e t r e a t  ev en  in  t h a t  s i tu a tio n , 
w h ile  th e  M u s n m l o f  O u d e  sh o u ld  be o cc u p ie d  b y  a  su c c e ss o r  su sp ic io u s  o f  
b is  E x c e l le n c y  ’s in te n t io n s ,  a n d  je a lo u s  o f  h is  w ea lth .

O n  th e  w h o le , th e r e fo r e ,  i t  w o u ld  he c o n t r a ry  t o  every  p r in c ip le  o f  ju s t ic e  
a n d  g o o d  f a i th ,  th a t  h is  E x c e lle n c y  sh o u ld  a b d ic a te  w ith  th is  t r e a s u r e ,  
le a v in g  h is  s u c c e s s o r  w i th  re d u c e d  m ean s  to  s a t is fy  e n g a g e m e n ts  c o n tra c te d  
ij, h is  E x c e lle n c y  h im s e lf ,  an d  le av in g  th e  C o m p a n y  w ith  a  d im in ish ed  
s e c u r i ty ,  a n d  an  in c re a se d  c h a rg e  to  p ro v id e  fo r  th e  d e fe n c e  o f  th e  c o u n try , 
an d  fo r  th e  m a in te n a n c e  o f  h is  E x c e lle n c y ’s n u m e ro u s  fam ily .

E v en  th is  a r r a n g e m e n t  w ou ld  ex p o se  h is  E x c e lle n c y  to  p e r p e tu a l  h a z a rd  
an d  v e x a tio n  in  h is  r e t i re m e n t .

H is  E x c e l le n c y ,  h o w e v e r , b e in g  in c a p a b le  o f  in s is t in g  on  a n y  p r o p o 
s i t io n ,  o f  w h ich  th e  in ju s t ic e  to w a rd s  h is  su c c e ss o r  an d  th e  C o m p a n y  is 
m a n if e s t ,  n o  a l te rn a t iv e  w o u ld  b e  le f t  h u t  t o  e n c ro a c h  o n  th e  fu n d s  d e s tin e d  
fo r  h is  p r iv a te  m a in te n a n c e , a n d  th u s  h is  a b d ic a tio n , a c c o m p a n ie d  by  th e  
a c c e ss io n  o f  o n e  o f  h is s o n s , w o u ld  a t  o n c e  r e d u c e  h is E x c e lle n c y  ’s  in c o m e , 
a n d  a g g ra v a te  th e  so lic itu d e  o f  h is  m in d .

S u ch  a re  th e  o b je c tio n s  to  h is  E x c e l le n c y ’s a b d ic a tio n  In th e  m a n n e r  
p ro p o se d  by  h im s e lf ,  as f a r  a s  th ey  r e la te  to  h is  in d iv id u a l c o m fo r t  an d
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p e rs o n a l e a se . T h e  G o v e rn o r-G e n e ra l, how ever, is sa tisfied  th a t  h is  E x c e l 
len cy  w o u ld  re a d ily  sacrifice  th e s e  c o n s id e ra tio n s  t o  th e  a d v an tag e  o f  h is  
s u b je c t s ; a n d  i f  th e  s u rre n d e r  o f  a  large, p o rtio n  o f  th e  funds r e q u is i te  fo r 
h is E x c e lle n c y 's  p r iv a te  m a in te n a n c e , .if  the  d e g ra d a tio n  o f  h is d ig n i ty ,  th e  
e x p o s u re  o f  h is p e r s o n  to  d a n g e r , a n d  o f  his m in d  to  p e rp e tu a l a g i ta t io n  
a n d  a la rm , « m h l secu re  a  wise a n d  ju s t  a d m in is tra tio n  o f  the  ( .o v e rtim e  a t 
o f  O u d e , o r  co u ld  r e s to re  th e  h a p p in e s s  o f  th e  p e o p le , th e  G o v e rn o r-  
G e n e ra l  w o u ld  a p p la u d  hi? E x c e lle n c y 's  b e n e v o le n t d e te rm in a tio n - to  im 'iir  
th e  p r e s s u r e ot a u c h a c c u m u la te d  sufferings fa r  t h e - p n b l ic 'g o o d ;  h u t  h is  
L o rd s h ip  is sa tis f ied  .that th e  N a o a u b  Jsaucnt AM’s  ab d ica tio n , a c c o m p a n ie d  
b y  th e  a tp iv tU -u  o f  w > : o f  hi iosis, w o u ld  be its lo j. '.r 'o u s  to  th e  i u t o m t s  
o f  th e  peop le  o f  O u d e , as  to 'th o s e  o f  th e  Maw n ib  , a a d u t A lt h im se lf .

T h e  sam e w isdom  and  p e n e tr a t io n  ••vhicb have o p e n e d  to  b is E x c e lle n c y 's  
v iew  th e jb sa l n a tu re  o f  th e  em b a rra ss m e n t*  in ,  w h ic h  h e  i s  .invo lved , ao d  
conv inced  h im  o f  h is  ia a b ii i ty  to  e x tr ic a te  h im se lf  b y  h is  ow e exertion:-., 
w ill eq u a lly  s a t i s f y h ; in , th a t  ev ils  o f  s u c h  .m agnitude a n d  ’inveteracy  c a n n o t  be  
rem ed ied  o th e rw ise  th an  by  th e  g ra d u a l  a n d  r e g u la r  o p e ra tio n  o f  a  sv- to m  
o f  a d m in is tra tio n  fo u n d ed  on  p r in c ip le s  of su b s ia n ttn !  ju s t ic e  and o f  t r e e  
p o licy , an d  en fo rc ed  b y  a ll  th e  p o w e r  an d  en e rg y  o f  th e  B r itish  G o v e rn m e n t.

I t  m u s t b e  o b v io u s  to  h is E x c e l le n c y  th a t  th e  im m e d ia te  access ion  o f  h is 
e ld es t, o r  o f  a n y  o f  h is  so n s , to  th e  M usnuri, w o u ld  h e  a l to g e th e r  in c o m 
p a tib le  w ith  th e  e s ta b lis h m e n t o f  s u c h  a  sy s te m . W h a t ra tio n a l h o p e  
c o u ld  be e n te r ta in e d  th a t  an y  o f  th e s e  y o u n g  p r in c e s  w ou ld  be c o m p e te n t  
to th e  c o r re c t io n  o f  those, ev ils w h ic h  h is  E x c e lle n c y  h im se lf , a id ed  b y  a ll 
h is  k n o w le d g e  an d  ex p e rien ce  o f  p u b lic  a ffa irs , h a s  co n fessed , h im s e lf ,  
u n a b le  to  re m e d y .

U n d e r  th e  a d m in is tra tio n  o f  a  su c c e ss o r , d e s t i tu te  o f  h is E x c e lle n c y ’3 
experience, a n d  k n o w led g e , a l l  th e  e x is tin g  evils in  th e  s ta te  and c o n d it io n  
o f  th e  c o u n try  o f  O u d e  w ould , o f  n e c e s s ity , be a u g m e n te d , and  w ith  th e  
ra p id  in c rease  o f  e v e ry  ab u se  in  th e  C ivil and  M il i ta ry  G o v e rn m e n t, th e  
d a n g e r  o f  th e  c o u n try  fro m  fo re ig n  en em ies , a n d  th e  d o m es tic  m is e ry  o f  
th e  in h a b ita n ts , w o u ld  be  ag g rav a ted  in  a n  eq u a l p r o p o r t io n .

L o n g  and  se v e re  e x p e r ie n c e  h a s  m a n ife s te d  th e  in efiieacy  o f  an y  p a r t i a l  
o r  in d ire c t in te r fe re n c e  o f  th e  B r i t is h  G overnm ent, f o r  th e  re fo rm  o f  th e  
a d m in is tra tio n  o f  O u d e . * T h e  sa m e  causes w hich  h av e  h ith e r to  f ru s t r a te d  
eve,ry en d eav o u r o f  th e  C o m p an y ’s G o v e rn m en t to  acco m p lish  th a t  sa lu 
ta ry  o u je c t  by  th e  m e re  effect o f  ad v ice  an d  a d m o n itio n , would c o n t in u e  
to  o p e ra te  u n d e r  ev e ry  d ivided G o v e rn m e n t. N o  b en efic ia l r e s u l t  c a n  b e  
ex p e c te d  from  th e  u tm o s t e ffo rts o f  th e  w isdom  a n d  ju s t ic e  o f th e  C o m 
p a n y  w h ils t a n o th e r  p o w er sh a ll e x is t  in  th e  c o u n try  to  ex c lu d e  th e  in t r o 
d u c tio n  o f  ev e ry  s a lu ta ry  re fo rm , o r  to  c o u n te ra c t i t s  o p e ra tio n .

I f  a  w ise sy s te m  o f  a d m in is tra tio n  could  be e s ta b lis h e d  and  e n fo rc e d  
u n d e r  a  d ivided a u th o r i ty ,  his E x c e l le n c y  m u st b e  se n s ib le  th a t  h is  ow n  
g o v e rn m e n t affo rd ed  th e  m o s t fa v o u ra b le  p ro sp ec ts  to  th e  C o m p a n y ; tiie  
G o v e rn o r-G e n e ra l  co n fid en tly  e x p e c te d  to  find in  h is  E x c e lle n c y  th e  N a- 
w au b  S a a d u t A li  w h a te v e r  th e  p e r s o n a l  c h a ra c te r  o f  th e  S o v e re ig n  o f  
O u d e  cou ld  su p p ly  to  c o u n te ra c t th e  inheren t, d e fe c ts  in  th e  fra m e  o f  th e  
G o v e rn m en t. T h e  se n se  e n te r ta in e d  by  his E x c e lle n c y  o f  h is o w n  d iffi-



s an d  th e  u n re s e rv e d  e o u n n u n ic a t io n  w h ich  h e  lia s  m a d e  p t th e ir  
c a u s e s ,  a ffo rd  th e  s t ro n g e s t  p ledges o f  ilia  s in c e re  d is p o s i t io n  to  effect a  
s u b s ta n t ia l  re fo rm . I f  w ith  th ese  in c lin a tio n s  o n  th e  p a r t  o f  h is E x c e l
le n c y , and  w ith  th e  a n x ie ty  o f  th e  B r i t i s h  G o v e rn m e n t t o r  th e  e s ta b lish 
m e n t  o f  a ju s t  a n d  effic ien t sy s tem  o f  a d m in is tra tio n  th ro u g h o u t  'h e  
c o u n try  o f  O u d e , b o th  p a r t ie s  now  d e s p a ir  o f  a c c o m p lis h in g  th e i r  co m 
m o n  view s u n d e r  th e  p r e s e n t  c o n s t i tu t io n  o f  th e  G o v e rn m e n t  w hat p ro -  
y p ec t c a n  rem ain  o f  s u c h  im p ro v e m e n t u n d e r  a  su ccesso r w hose; y W th  a n d  
In e x p e r ie n c e  m ig h t n o t  on ly  r e n d e r  h im  in s e n s ib le  t o  th e  p re s e n t  sy s tem  
o f  a b u s e  b u t m ig h t ex p o se  h im  to  th e  e v il  in f lu e n c e  o f  ev e ry  p e rso n  in te 
re s ted  in  its  p e r p e tu a t io n ?  If, 'th e r e f o re ,  th e  N a w a u b  V iz ie r  sh o u ld  h e  
d isp o se d  to  r e lin q u is h  a  la r g e  p o rtio n  o f  h is  t r e a s u r e  fo r  th e  p u rp o se  o f  
s u b s t i tu t in g  o ne  o f  h is  sons on  th e  M u s n u d , th e .G o v e rn o r -G e n e ra l  M ust 
o b je c t  to  su ch  an  a r r a n g e m e n t : b e c a u s e  h e  is co n v in ced  th a t ,  u n d e r  su c h  
a  .su c ce sso r, th e  p r e s e n t  a b u s iv e  s y s te m  o f  G o v e rn m e n t w o u ld  b eco m e  
absolutely in c o r r ig ib le ,  an d  th e  in h a b i ta n ts  o f  O u d e  w o u ld  b e  e x p o sed  to  

th e  u tm o s t  e x tre m ity  o f  d is tre s s .
B u t  le t  b is E x c e l le n c y  se rio u s ly  re f le c t  o n  th e  s i tu a t io n  o f  b is su c c e sso r, 

d e p r iv e d  o f  th e  t r e a s u r e s  o f  th e  S ta te ,  an d  p o ssess in g  no  o r itu r  re so u rc e  
th a n  th e  c u r re n t  c o l le c t io n s  fro m  th e  c o u n tr y  t o  p ro v id e  f o r  th e  a r re a rs  o f  
th e  c iv il an d  military e s ta b l is h m e n ts ,  f o r  th e  su m s d u e  to  th e  n a tiv e  p u b lic  
c r e d i to r s ,  an d  fo r  th e  n e c e s s a ry  e x p e n s e s  o f  th e  G o v e rn m e n t. T h e  G o 
v e rn o r -G e n e ra l  is  p e rs u a d e d  tn a t  h is  E x c e l le n c y  w ill a c k n o w le d g e  th e  
n e c e s s a ry  o p e ra tio n  o f  su c h  a n  a r r a n g e m e n t  o n  th e  c o n d itio n  o f  th e  
p e o p le .  T h e i r  su ffe rin g s  m u s t  a c c u m u la te  in  p ro p o r tio n  to  th e  e m b a r ra s s 
m e n ts  o f  th e  P rin c e  on  th e  M u s n u d ; a n d  th e  re s u l t  m u s t in e v ita b ly  b e  a  
s ta te  o f  g e n e ra l  c o n fu s io n , an d  u l t im a te ly  o f  d e s o la tio n  a n d  d e s p a ir .

W i th  re g a rd  to  th e . in te r e s t s  o f  th e  C o m p a n y , th e y  a r e  in se p a ra b ly  c o n 
n e c te d  w ith  th e  s a fe ty  o f  h is E x c e lle n c y , a n d  w ith  th e  p r o s p e r i ty  o f  O u d e ;  
e v e ry  o b je c tio n , th e r e fo r e ,  • t o  h is E x c e l le n c y ’s a b d ic a tio n  a ffe c tin g  e i th e r  
o f  th e s e  im p o r ta n t  o b je c ts ,  m u s t h e  c o n s id e re d  to  a p p ly  w ith  e q u a l fo rc e  
to  th e  s e c u r ity  a n d  h o n o u r  o f  th e  B r i t i s h  G o v e rn m e n t. B u t  h is  E x c e l
le n c y ’s p ro p o s it io n  in v o lv e s  th e  im m e d ia te  in te r e s t  o f  t h e  C o m p a n y  d i 
r e c t ly ,  and  in  th e  m o s t  s e r io u s  and i m p o r t a n t  a r t ic le s  o f  i ts  m ili ta ry  r e 
s o u rc e s ,  an d  o f  th e  p r o te c t io n  and  d e fe n c e  o f  i ts  o w n  d o m in io n s .

H is  E x c e lle n c y  w as p la c e d  on th e  M u s n u d  by  th e  ju s t i c e  o f  th e  B r i t is h  
G o v e rn m e n t ,  and  h a s  b e e n  m a in ta in e d  in  t h a t  h ig h  s i tu a t io n  by  th e  B r i t is h  
P o w e r ;  and  he  is b o u n d  to w ard s  th e  C o m p a n y  by  c e r ta in  p u b l ic  e n g a g e 
m e n ts ,  th e  just, p e r fo rm a n c e  o f  w h ich  i t  is  eq u a lly  th e  d u ty  o f  h is  E x c e l
le n c y  and  o f  th e  G o v e rn o r-G e n e ra l  t o  se cu re . S in c e  h is  E x c e lle n c y ’s 
a c c e ss io n  h e  lias b e e n  e n a b le d  to  m a k e  a  c o n s id e ra b le  a d d i t io n  to  h is t r e a 
s u r e ,  w h ile  th e  a r r e a r s  o f  ce r ta in  b r a n c h e s  o f  th e  p u b l ic  e s ta b lis h m e n ts  
h av e  in c re a se d , a n d  n o  p ro v is io n  h as  b e e n  m a d e  fo r t h e i r  d is c h a rg e . U n d e r  
th e s e  c irc u m s ta n c e s , h is  E x c e lle n c y ’s r e t i r e m e n t  fro m  th e  G o v e rn m e n t in  
f a v o u r  o f  any  o th e r  s u c c e s s o r  th an  th e  C o m p a n y  w o u ld  in d e e d  e x o n e ra te  
h is  E x c e lle n c y  fro m  h is  e n g a g e m e n ts  u n d e r  th e  la te  t r e a t y ; a n d  (on  th e  
c o n d itio n s  s ta te d  b y  h is  E x ce llen cy )  w o u ld  leave  h im  in  p o ssess io n  o f  
w h a te v e r  p u b lic  tr e a s u r e  h a s  d evo lved  to  h im  by th e  re m o v a l  o f  V iz ie r

|( I)| <SL
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\ V j y ^ X % y r  h a s  s in c e  b een  a c c u m u la te d  by  h im s e lf ,  u n d e r  th e  p r o te c t io n  o r  
^ ^ j f t e X o m p a n y -  B u t th e  e m b a r ra s s m e n ts  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  O u d e  a n d  o f  th e  

C o m p a n y  w o u ld  b e  a u g m e n te d  in  th e  sam e p r o p o r t io n  in  w h ich  h is  E x c e l  
len cy  w o u ld  b e  re lieved . H is  E x c e lle n c y ’s s u c c e s s o r  w o u ld  h e  le f t  in  a 
s i tu a tio n  o f  th e  u tm o s t d is t r e s s ,  w ith  re so u rc e s  u t t e r ly  in a d e q u a te  to  th e  
p re se n t p a y m e n t  o f  th e  s u b s id y ; w h ile  th e  S e c u r ity  o f  th e  C o m p a n y  fo r 
th e  f u tu r e  p a y m e n t  o f  th a t  d e m a n d  w ould  b e  s h a k e n  to  th e  f o u n d a t io n  by  
th e  d e s p e ra te  s ta te  o f  th e  c o u n try . T h e  G o v e rn o r -G e n e ra l  h a s  a lre a d y  
a d v e r te d  t o  th is  a r g u m e n t  in  p re c e d in g  p a s s a g e s  o f  th is  p a p e r ;  h u t  th e  
p a r t ic u la r  o b lig a tio n s  o f th e  a rd u o u s  t r u s t  r e p o s e d  b y  th e  C o m p a n y  in  his 
o w n  p e r s o n  c o m p e l h is  L o rd s h ip  to  d e c la re  th a t ,  o n  th is  g ro u n d  -d o n e , (11 
no  o th e r  o b je c t io n  had  e x is te d )  lie  sh o u ld  h a v e  d e e m e d  h im s e lf  c o m p e lle d  
by his d u ty  to w a rd s  h is c o u n t r y ,  a n d  to w a rd s  th e  E n g lis h  C o m p a n y ,  to 
d is c o u n te n a n c e  an d  even to  o p p o s e  th e  r e t i r e m e n t  o f  ids E x c e l le n c y  fro m  
th e  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  O u d e , o n  th e  c o n d itio n s  o f  h is  a p p r o p r ia t in g  a  sh a re  
o f  th e  p u b l ic  t r e a s u re  to h is  o w n  u se , an d  o f  h is  le a v in g  a t  t h e  s a m e  tim e  
a  su c c e ss o r  o n  th e  M u s n tid , h o u n d  b y  th e  t r e a ty  w h ic h  his E x c e l le n c y  co n 
c luded  w ith  S ir  J o h n  S h o re , b u t  d ep riv ed  b y  h is  E x c e lle n c y  o f  t h e  p o w e r  
o f  e x e c u t in g  i ts  s t ip u la tio n s .

H is  L o rd s h ip  a lso  d e c la re s  h is  o p in io n , t h a t  th e  in te r e s ts  o f  t h e  C o m 
p a n y  w o u ld  b e  d ir e c t ly  in ju re d  b y  a  t r a n s f e r  o f  th e  M u sn u d  o f  O u d e  (even 
i f  a c c o m p a n ie d  b y  a t r a n s f e r  o f  th e  w h o le  t r e a s u r e )  to o n e  o f  h is  E x c e l
len cy ’s  s o n s ,  b e c a u s e  n o n e  o f  th o s e  y o u n g  P r in c e s  c a n  be so  w e l l  q u a lif ie d  
as h is  E x c e l le n c y  to  d is c h a rg e  e i th e r  th e  d u t ie s  o f  a llian ce  and. f r ie n d s h ip  
to w ard s  th e  C o m p a n y  o r  th o s e  o f  p ro te c t io n  to w a r d s  th e  p e o p le  o f  O u d e .

H a v in g  th u s  e n u m e r a te d  the, o b s ta c le s  w h ic h  p re c lu d e  th e  G o v e rn o r-  
G e n e ra l’s  a c q u ie sc e n c e  in  t h e  N a w a u b  V iz ie r ’s  p ro p o s i t io n  a s  c o m m u n i
c a te d  by  h is  E x c e lle n c y ’s c o m m a n d , h is L o rd s h ip  su b m its  t o  h is  E x c e l
le n c y ’s c o n s id e ra t io n  in  th e  a n n e x e d  d r a f t  o f  a  t r e a ty ,  a n  a r r a n g e m e n t  
w hich  a p p e a r s  c a lc u la te d  to  re c o n c i le  h is  E x c e l le n c y ’s d e s ire  o f  r e t i r in g  
fro m  th e  G o v e rn m e n t o f  O u d e  w ith  th e  p r in c ip le s  o f  n a t io n a l  ju s t ic e ,  
so u n d  p o l ic y ,  an d  p u b lic  f a i th ,  as  w elt a s  w ith  th o s e  o f  p e r s o n a l  d ig n i ty ,  

s e c u r i ty ,  a n d  h o n o u r.
T h e  G o v e rn o r -G e n e ra l  a d h e r e s  to  th e  ju d g m e n t  w h ich  h e  o r ig in a lly  

fo rm e d  r e s p e c t in g  th e  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  O u d e , r e ta in in g  a  f irm  c o n v ic tio n  
th a t  i t  c a n  n e v e r  b e  a d m in is te r e d  w ith  ease  to  h is  E x c e lle n c y , o r  w ith  ad 
v a n ta g e  to  h is  su b je c ts , w i th o u t  th e  d ir e c t  in tro d u c tio n  o f  t h e  B r i t is h  
p o w e r ; a n d  h is  L o rd s h ip  a ls o  c o n tin u e s  o f  o p in io n ,  th a t  id s  E x c e l le n c y  
m ay  b e  e n a b le d  to  in v ig o ra te  a n d  am en d  th e  a d m in is tr a t io n  o f  t h e  G o v e rn 
m e n t  o f  O u d e , an d  a lso  to  s e c u re  fo r  h im s e lf  a  sa fe  and  d ig n if ie d  r e tre a t  
f ro m  th e  c a re s  a n d  d an g ers  o f  h is  p re s e n t s i tu a t io n  w ith o u t p r o c e e d in g  to 
th e  e x t r e m i ty  o f  a fo rm a l a b d ic a t io n  o f  th e  M u s n u d .

T h e  G o v e rn o r -G e n e ra l ,  h o w e v e r , is w illin g  to  accede  to  t h e  N a w a u b  
V iz ie r ’s d e s i r e  o f  r e t i r in g  f ro m  L u c k n o w , a n il h is  E xce llency  m a y  r e ly  on  
th e  m o s t a n x io u s  e x e r t io n s  o f  th e  B r it is h  G o v e r n m e n t  to  a f fo rd  h im  every  
d e m o n s tr a t io n  o f  r e s p e c t a n d  a t ta c h m e n t  w h e r e v e r  lie  m ay  fix  t h e  p la c e  of 
h is  r e t i r e m e n t .  I t  m u s t h e  e v id e n t  to  the. w isd o m  o f  th e  N a w a u b  \ i z i e r  
th a t  th e  e v i l  d is p o s i t io n s ,  e n m i ty ,  and  d is o b e d ie n c e , o f  w h ic h  I n s  E x c e l-

^ L1F1 r.-COLONEl. W. SCOTT.
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. v '.fe'ii' y n o w  co m p la in s , as w ell as those: c au se s  w hich  h av e  w ith d raw n  His 
m in d  f ro m  the, G o v e rn m e n t o f  O u tle , a n d .d isg u s te d  h im  w ith  h is p re s e n t 
s i tu a t io n , m u st e v e r  ex p o se  h is re s id en ce  in  a n y  p a r t  o f  O u d e  to  d isq u ie 
tu d e  an d  d is tu rb a n c e . H is L o rd s h ip , th e re fo re , s t r o n g ly  reco m m en d * , 
th a t  h is  E x ce llen cy  sh o u ld  fix th e  se a t o f  h is  fu tu re  re s id en ce  w ith in  th e  
C o m p a n y ’s d o m in io n s.

■ ' H is  E x ce llen cy  a p p e a r s  to  lie fu lly  co n v in ced  n o t o n ly  th a t  i t  w ill e v e r  
h e  im p o ss ib le  to  a p p ly  a n  effectual re m e d y  to  any  o f  th e  ev ils  e x is tin g  in  
th e  s ta te  o f  O u d e , w h ile  a  d iv ided  a u th o r i ty  ahull be  e x e rc is e d  in  th e  
c o u n try , b u t th a t  n o  o th e r  p o w er th a n  th e  B r it is h  G o v e rn m e n t is co m p e 
te n t  to  ex ercise  a  s in g le  an d  in d iv id u a l a u th o r i ty  o v e r t h a t  ex ten s iv e  e m p ire  

' f o r  th e  benefic ia l p u rp o s e s  o f  r e s to r in g  p u b lic  o rd e r , in te r n a l  t r a n q u ill i ty , 
j and  e x te rn a l s tre n g th .

T he, G o v e rn o r-G e n e ra l , th e re fo re , ad v ises th e  N a w a n b  V iz ie r  to  v es t th e  
e x c lu s iv e  a d m in is tra tio n  o f  th e  civil an d  m ili ta ry  G o v ern m en t, o f  O ude an d  
its  d ep en d en c ie s  in  th e  h an d s  o f  th e  C o m p a n y , w ith  su c h  a m p le  po w ers a* 
sh a ll en a b le  th e  C o m p a n y  to  act w ith  v ig o u r  and  p r o m p ti tu d e  in  ev e ry  
b r a n c h  and  d e p a r tm e n t  o f  the  S ta te .

T h e  N aw au b  V iz ie r  is  w ell a p p r iz e d  th a t  n o  te m p o ra ry  p o w er c a n  be  
1 e ffic ien t. I n s ta b il i ty  in  th e  c o n s titu tio n  o f  a  G o v e rn m e n t is  th e  s o u rc e  o f  

l a n g u o r  and  w eak n e ss  in  all its  o p e ra t io n s .  T h e  s u b je c ts  o f  a  te m p o ra ry  
G o v e rn m e n t a re  p e r p e tu a l ly  a g ita te d  b y  th e  e x p e c ta tio n  o f  ch an g e  j  a n d  
th e  'G o v e rn m en t i t s e l f  c a n n o t e s ta b lis h  a n y  sy s te m a tic  o r  co m p reh en s iv e  
p la n  o f  a d m in is tra tio n . In  such a  s ta te ,  m u tu a l d o u b t  an d  u n c e r ta in ty  
d e s t ro y  th a t  co n fid en ce  w h ich  fo rm s th e  m o s t so lid  fo u n d a tio n  o f  th e  r e c i 
p r o c a l  d u tie s  o f  a lle g ia n c e  and p r o te c t io n  b e tw een  th e  p eo p le  and  th e  
g o v e rn in g  pow er.

T h e  N aw anb  V iz ie r , by  his o w n  v o lu n ta ry  d e c la ra tio n s , and  by  th e  
e x tr a o rd in a ry  c o m m u n ic a tio n  w h ich  h e  h a s  directed: to  b e  m ade to  th e  
G o v e rn o r-G e n e ra l , h a s  im posed  o n  h is  L o rd s h ip  a  so le m n  d u ty  o f  th e  
u tm o s t  d e licacy , b u t  o f  th e  m ost co m p reh en s iv e  e x t e n t ; a ffecting  th e  
d e a r e s t  an d  m o s t v a lu a b le  in te re s ts  o f  a  g r e a t  E m p ire ,  n o t  m ere ly  fo r th e  
p r e s e n t  m o m en t, b u t  to  th e  m o st r e m o te  p e r io d  o f  t i m e ; a n d  to u ch in g  th e  
h o n o u r  o f  th e  B r i t i s h  n a m e , as lo n g  as th a t  n a m e  s h a ll  b e  c o m m em o ra ted  
a m o n g  m an k in d . T h is  d u ty  is to  b e  d isc h a rg e d  w ith  r e s p e c t  to w ard s id s  
E x c e lle n c y , bu t w ith  a  freed o m  p r o p o r t io n e d  to  th e  im p o r ta n c e  and  so le m 
n i ty  o f  th e  o ccas io n . v'  h  th ese  s e n tim e n ts , in  re p ly in g  to  th e  N a w a u b  
V iz ie r ’s c o m m u n ic a tio n , his L o rd sh ip  co n ce iv es  h im s e l f  to  be  b o u n d  to  
c o n s u l t  th e  p e rm a n e n t and  p e rp e tu a l  in te r e s ts  o f  th e  in h a b i ta n ts  o f  O u d e  
in  th e  e s ta b lis h m e n t o f  a  j u s t  an d  w ise  3ystern o f  g o v e rn m e n t, on s u c h  
so lid  fo u n d a tio n s  ah  s h a ll  a ssu re  it*  c o n tin u a n c e , b y  th e  b e s t  s e c u ritie s  
w h ic h  tlie  n a tu re  o f  c ircu m stan ces  c a n  affo rd  i n 1 th is  q u a r te r  o f  th e
globe.

T h e  G o v e rn o r-G e n e ra l , th e re fo re , s tro n g ly  re c o m m e n d s  th a t  th e  p o w e rs  
t o  b e  v e s ted  b y  th e  N a w a u b ' V iz ie r in  th e  C o m p an y  s h a l l  b e  p e rp e tu a l i n  
d u r a t io n ,  as well a s  a m p le  in  e x t e n t ; an d  Ivis L o rd s h ip , in  th e  nam e o f  

, th e  E n g lish  C o m p a n y , h e re b y  d ec la re s , th a t  he  w ill n o t  a c c e p t th e  ad m i 
\  lu s t r a t io n  o f  th e  G o v e rn m e n t o f  O u d e  u n d e r  a  lim ite d  o r  te m p o ra ry  c o m -



; because such a commission would, only serve to delude the r 
N a w a u b  Vizier, his subjects, ant) the Company, by vain expectations of a ; 
reform, which could neither be effectual nor permanent.

With these preliminary observations, the Governor-General requests the 
attention of the Nawaub Vizier to the articles of the annexed draft of a 
treaty, which his Lordship trusts will he found to contain the most liberal 
provision for his Excellency and his family, as well as the lbost salutary 
arrangement for the Government o f Oude.

if  his Excellency should be pleased to conclude a treaty on the basis of 
the annexed draft, Lieutenant-Colonel Scott is furnished with full powers 
for the purpose. The Nawaub Vizier’s retirement from Lucknow may be 
accomplished at any period of time most convenient to him, without any 
formality offensive to the honour or dignity of his Excellency; and as it 
has been generally understood that the Governor-General’s public duties 
may detain his Lordship for some time to come within the Company’s pro
vinces, his Excellency might retire from Lucknow at a proper season for 
the ostensible purpose of meeting his Lordship either at Benares, or at 
any place to be appointed in Bahar or Bengal. In the mean while his 
Excellency must be sensible that every consideration of his own security 
anti interests, as well as of the peace of Oude requires, that no part of 
this im portant transaction should transpire until the nece sary arrange
ments shall be sufficiently mature to admit of its final disclosure.

With this view the Governor-General trusts that the Nawaub Vizier will 
afford every facility towards the augmentation of the British force in Oude, 
as well as to its distribution, in such manner as the Resident shall recom
mend.

The Nawaub Vizier will consider the contents of this paper to be de
rived exclusively from his Excellency’s own unsolicited and unsuggested 
proposition, as signified to the Resident on the 12th of November, 1799.

If his Excellency’s wisdom should dispose him to decline any arrange
ment founded on the annexed draft of a treaty, the Governor-General 
most earnestly and anxiously solicits his Excellency to advert, with all 
practicable despatch, to the indispensable necessity of adopting effectual 
measures for the reform of his military establishments previous to the 
conclusion of the present favourable season. His Lordship relies on the 
Nawaub Vizier’s repeated assurances, that this most urgent and important 
object will neither be frustrated nor delayed.

MoiWtNGTON.
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The Fitsier of Ouik to the Eatl o f Mornington.

Received at: Fort William, 21st December; 1795.

I have just now understood from a letter received by Colonel 
Scott from Colonel Collins, that Rajah Pertaub Sing, of Jye- 
pore, haying secured the assassin, Vizier Ali, had delivered 
him up to Colonel Collins, and that officer was proceeding 
with him in safe custody to this quarter; intimation of which 
pleasing intelligence afforded me the sincerest joy and satis
faction. This event must he attributed to the wisdom and 
prudence of the Company's Government, and to the fear 
entertained of their power and influence, and will doubtless 
be an example and disappointment to the enemies of the two 
states, May the just and righteous God ever in this manner 
abandon and punish the enemies of our respective govern
ments, and may he prosper to all friends, this grateful intel
ligence.

I hope from your Lordship’s kindness, that, deeming me 
desirous of receiving the pleasing accounts of your Lordship’s 
health, you will continue to gratify me with letters until I 
may have the pleasure of a personal intercourse with your 
Lordship.

A t r u e  T r a n s l a t i o n ,
N. B. Edmonstonte.

No. XLIX.

Lieutenant-General Stuart to the Earl o f Mornington.

M y  L o r d , Head Q uarters, Bombay, 21st December, 179.9.

As the returning ships of the season are preparing to leave 
this port, I cannot think of quitting India without conveying 
to your Lordship my grateful acknowledgments for the nume
rous instances of attention with which you have been pleased 
to honour me, and to express my unfeigned sentiments of 
veneration for your eminent character. The full establish
ment of the British Empire in India has been accomplished

( i f  j » 6 8 f  J X.IK«jT . - G K R A I  STUART, TO \ j ^ f
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^^UStofer your Lordship’s administration. By the energy and 
wisdom of your councils, the English arms have been directed 
to the most decisive and resplendent conquest that has been 
achieved in any age. But a discerning mind, my Lord, will 
not fail to respect the moral goodness of your Government, 
and to distinguish on a scale, even superior to victory, the 
uniform exercise of authority for virtuous purposes.

I shall not engage your Lordship’s time further, at presen:;, 
than to inform you that I have taken my passage on the 
Woodford, and expect, finally, to sail from the coast of Ma
labar in the first week of February. It will afford me infinite 
satisfaction to receive any commands that you may have for 
England previous to my departure; and although I cannot 
flatter myself of being of any service to you in that country,
I beg you to accept of my fervent wishes for the continued 
prosperity of your Lordship’s administration of these invalua
ble possessions,—and I have the honour to remain, with 
perfect respect,

My Lord,
Your Lordship’s most faithful, obliged, 

and devoted servant,
J .  S tu a rt .

No. L.
The Honourable P. Speke, Member of Council, to the Earl o f Morning-ton.

M y  L o r d , ls t January, 1800.
Nothing can be so cordially grateful to me, as any mark 

of your Lordship’s favour. A seal of Tippoo Sultaun s the 
gift of your Lordship, is indeed a most auspicious commence
ment of the new year. May it bring your Lordship, it it is 
possible, an increase of glory. No length of time can ever 
weaken in the slightest degree, my sensations at the prodigies 
we have seen in the East in the year 1799, or my admiration 
of the talents and great qualities that could give them in so 
short a space, both birth and maturity.

I have the honour to be, with the highest respect,
Your Lordship’s highly honoured 

and most faithful Servant,
P . S peke .
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The Hone’(ruble William Camper, Member of Council,  /»  the .Earl o f 
’ Mornim-ton.

Mv L o r d , Calcutta, January, 1st, 1800.
I airi highly honoured and gratified by the receipt of your 

Lordship’s note, and the seal which accompanied it. I will 
ever keep it in memory of the great and glorious events of 
this past year, and allow me, my Lord, to add, that I shall 
never look upon it without emotions of grateful respect and 
attachment for the noble donor.

I have the honour to subscribe myself, my Lord, 
Your Lordship’s faithful and devoted Servant,

W illia m  C o w fe r .

No. LII.

(Military Department.)
Fort William, January 11th, 1800. 

Minute by the Governor General,
I think it proper to record the annexed papers for the 

information of the members of the Council, and of the Honour
able the Court of Directors.

To the Earl of Morning-ton, K.P. SfC. 8fC.

M y L ord, Madras, November 12th 1799.
The army which by your Lordship’s directions, proceeded 

to the capital of the late Tippoo Sultaun, and achieved the 
conquest ofMysore, resolved upon the plains ofSeringapatam, 
to request your Lordship’s acceptance of a star and badge of 
the order of St. Patrick, made from the jewels of the Sultaun, 
as a mark of their high respect,

in the name, and by the desire of that army, 1 have 
now the honour to present your Lordship with the star and 
badge.

In performing this pleasing duty, I am proud to feel and 
to acknowledge, that the splendid success of the late campaign 
must, under divine Providence, be in justice referred to the 
instructive wisdom and characteristic energy of your Lord
ship’s councils. Those councils have formed a memorable

■ G(W \
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N ^ ^ ^ / t h e  history o f India, From their effects the CompanykXLJ 
' '  'tnugained a new source of increasing prosperity, and in their 

operation the wide spread interests of the British empire in 
the East, being consolidated and raised on a firm and durable 
basis, have attained an eminence of elevation and security 
hitherto unknown.

The glory of having been made by your Lordship instru
mental to the acquirement of some of these inestimable 
advantages, excites in my mind feelings of satisfaction and 
gratitude, which no language can adequately convey.

A copy of the letter to me from Major-General Floyd, 
President of the Prize Committee, I have the honour to 
enclose.*

I remain with the highest respect,
Your Lordship’s

very faithful and devoted humble Servant,
G e o r g e  H a r r i s ,

Lieut.-General and Commander-in-Chief 
of his Majesty’s and the Honourable Com
pany’s Forces, on the coasts of Coromandel 
and Malabar.

* Enclosure.
To Lieut.-General Harris, Commander-in-Chief, tyc.

gm> Choultry Plain, November 9th 1799.
The army, that under your command achieved the conquest of the empire 

of the late Tippoo Sultaun, in the spring of this year, being anxious to 
offer the Earl of Mornington, K.P. Governor-General, whose wisdom pre
pared and directed that event, some marks of its high esteem, has caused 
a star and badge of the order of St. Patrick to be prepared, in which as 
many of the jewels as could be found suitable, where taken from the trea-

S17hatlm>w°the pleasure of sending you the same, in a gold box and a
wooden case. , ,  . ,

I have the honour to request you will be pleased to present the star and 
badge to the Earl of Mornington, in the name of the army, as a mark of 
its respect.

I have the honour to be, fur,
Your most obedient, and most humble .Servant,

J. F l o y d , M.G. President Prize Committee.
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A ^ ,  .m*106:hh Eacelleney Lieut.-General Haiti*, Commanrier-in-Chif of hi* Ma

jesty's and the Honourable Company’s Forces, on the Coasts of Coromandel
and Malabar.

S i k ,  F o r t  W il l ia m , J a n u a r y  7 th , 1800.
A n y  m a r t  of, th e  r e s p e c t  -of t h a t  g a l la n t  a rm y , w h ich  ach iev ed  th e  c o n 

q u e s t  o f  M y so re , m u s t  ev e r  b e  e s te e m e d  b y  m e  as a  d is t in g u is h e d  h o n o u r .
T i e  re so lu tio n  n o w  c o m m u n ic a te d  to  m e  by  y o u r  E x c e lle n c y , h a v in g  

b e e n  ad o p ted  by th e  a r m y  in  th e  h o u r  o f  v ic to ry , an d  on  th e  field o f  c o n 
q u e s t ,  affords a  m o s t  s a tis fa c to ry  te s tim o n y  o f  th e i r  in te n t io n  to  a s so c ia te  
m y  n a m e  w ith  th e  m e m o ry  o f  t h e i r  u n e x a m p le d  t r iu m p h .

U n d e r  th is  im p re s s io n , the  s e n t im e n ts  o f  p u b lic  z e a l a n d  th e  just; se n se  
o f  h o n o u ra b le  a m b i t io n , c o n c u r  to  r e n d e r  m e  s in c e re ly  d e s iro u s  o f  a c c e p tin g  
th e  g i f t  o f  th e  a r m y , and  w ea rin g  i t  as  an  em b le m  o f  th e ir  g lo ry , and  o f  
th e i r  good  w ill to w a rd s  m e.

I  a m  sa tisfied  t h a t  i t  n e v e r  w as in  th e  c o n te m p la t io n  o f  th e  le g is la tu re  
o f  G re a t  B r i ta in ,  to  p ro h ib i t  th e  a c c e p ta n c e  o f  such  h o n o ra ry  m ark s  o f  
d is t in c t io n ;  b u t an  a t te n t iv e  e x a m in a tio n  o f  th e  law s r e la t in g  to  th e  G o v e rn 
m e n t  o f  th e  B r i t i s h  p o sse ss io n s  in  In d ia  w ill  co n v in ce  y o u r  E x c e lle n c y , 
t h a t  I  eou td  n o t  a c c e p t  th e  g if t ,  w h ic h  y o u  p re s e n t  to  m e  in  th e  m im e o f  
th e  a rm y , w ith o u t v io la tin g  th e  l e t t e r  o f  e x is t in g  s ta tu te s ,  and  w ith o u t  
c r e a t in g  a  p r e c e d e n t ,  w h ic h  m ig h t h e r e a f te r  b e c o m e  th e  so u rc e  o f  in ju ry  
to  th e  p u b lic  se rv ice .

I  m u s t  th e re fo re  r e q u e s t  y o u r E x c e lle n c y , in a s s u r in g  th e  a rm y  o f  m y  
h ig h  e s tim a tio n  o f  th e  h o n o u r  w h ich  th e y  d es ig n  to  c o n fe r  u p o n  m e , to  
s ig n ify  th a t  m y  a c c e p ta n c e  o f  i t  is p re c lu d e d  by  th e  p o s it iv e  l e t t e r  o f  

th e  la w .*
I  r e tu r n  y o u r  E x c e l le n c y  m y th a n k s  f o r  th e  o b lig in g  e x p re s s io n s  o f  y o u r  

l e t t e r ; i t  is  th e  u n fe ig n e d  w ish o f m y  h e a r t  th a t  y o u r E x c e l le n c y  m ay  lo n g  
e n jo y  th e  g ra te fu l  re c o lle c tio n  o f  y o u r  e m in e n t  p u b lic  se rv ic e s ; and  th a t  y o u  
a n d  th e  u n r iv a lle d  a r m y  em p lo y ed  in th e  la te  g lo r io u s  w a r , m ay  rece iv e  fro m  
y o u r  k in g  an d  c o u n tr y  ev e ry  p u b lic  d e m o n s tra tio n  o f  th e  sa m e  se n tim e n ts  
o f  a d m ira tio n , g r a t i tu d e  a n d  a ffe c tio n a te  r e s p e c t,  w h ic h  y o u r  c o n d u c t h a s  
e x c i te d  th ro u g h o u t  th e  B r i t is h  e m p ire  in  In d ia .

I  h av e  th e  h o n o u r  to  b e  w ith  th e  g r e a te s t  e s te e m  a n d  re g a rd , S i r ,  
Y o u r  E x c e lle n c y ’s  m o s t fa ith fu l  S e rv a n t ,

M orninoton .

* T h e  G o v e rn o r-G e n e ra l  in  th e  fo llo w in g  le t t e r  to  th e  C h a irm a n  o f  th e  
C o u r t  o f  D ire c to rs ,  h a d  p rev io u s ly  s ig n if ie d  h is  in te n tio n  to  d e c lin e  a c c e p t

in g  th e  s ta r .
To the Chairman of the Honourable Court of Directors.

D e a r  S i r , F o r t  S t .  G e o rg e , 6 th  A u g u s t ,  1799.
Y o u  w ill p e rc e iv e  b y  th e  p u b lic  p a p e r s ,  th a t  th e  a rm y  h ave  conn’ to  

a  r e s o lu t io n  to  p r e s e n t  m e w ith  a  d ia m o n d  s ta r ,  as a  te s tim o n y  o f  th e i r  

r e s p e c t.
A lth o u g h  I  fee l h ig h ly  g ra tified  a t  th e  fa v o u ra b le  o p in io n , w h ic h  an  a rm y  

so d is t in g u is h e d  fo r  th e i r  g a lla n try  a n d  e x e r t io n s  e n te r ta in  o f  m y  c o n d u c t ,
1 h a v e  u p o n  fu ll c o n s id e ra tio n , d e te rm in e d  to  d ec lin e  th is  m a r k  o f  h o n o u r ,  
a n d  i t  is  m y  in te n t io n  t o  s ign ify  to  th e  a r m y , th e  g ro u n d s  o n  w h ich  I  h av e  
fo rm e d  th is  d ec is io n , w h e n e v e r  th e  h o n o u r  in te n d e d  sh a ll  b e  offered  to  m e .
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No. LIU.
The Earl of Mormngton, to Lieut.-General Stuart, fc . 

g [ [ ( ; F o r t  W il l ia m , 12 th  J a n u a r y ,  1 H>K)

I have had the honour to receive your several letters, of the 
dates noted in the margin; the last announcing your intention 
of embarking for Europe early in the month of February, I 
lament extremely, that the state of your health should compel 
you to adopt this measure; and I shall regret with a sincerity 
proportionate to, mv high sense of your professional charac
ter, the loss which the public service will sustain by your 
departure from India.

I am much obliged to you for your suggestion relative to 
those islands of the Lacadives and Maldives, which formed 
part of the dominions of the late Tippoo Sultaun; and I pro
pose hereafter to give the necessary directions on that subject.
These possessions certainly depended either on Malabar or 
on Canara; and in either case, the sovereignty of them has 
devolved on the Company. Whether it may be expedient to 
take formal possession of them, is a question for future con
sideration.

I request you will convey my thunks to Captain Walker, 
for the supplementary memoir on Malabar, enclosed in your 
letter of the 2nd November. 1 have received great satisfac
tion from his several able communications on that subject, and 
I entertain so high a sense of his talents, integrity, knowledge, 
and general character, that after your departure from India, 
it would he very satisfactory to me, if I could induce him to 
enter into my family. Having however, no situation to offer 
him but that of aid-de-camp, I fear his interests might suffer 
by the arrangement. My intention is to endeavour to select 
at all times, from the Presidencies of Fort St. George and 
Bombay, officers of high character, qualified to give me infor
mation with regard to the local details of each Presidency. I 
found the greatest advantage under this plan, in the assistance 
of Major Reatson previously to the late war; and I am satis-

A t p r e s e n t ,  th e  in te n t io n  o f  th e  a rm y  lias o n ly  a p p e a re d  in  th e  r e s o lu tio n  
o f  th e ir  P r iz e  C o m m itte e . I  t r u s t  th a t  y o u  a n d  th e  C o u r t o f  D ire c to rs  
w ill a p p ro v e  m y  c o n d u c t in  th is  re sp e c t.

1 have th e  h o n o u r  to  be , &,c. &e.
,  M o r n i n g t o n .

//> — < V \  ^
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fled that Captain Walker’s services might be employed with 
great public benefit in my family.

You carry with you to Europe my most cordial good wishes 
and sincere regret for your departure; if my anxious and 
repeated recommendation can have any effect, you will meet 
with the just reward of your eminent services upon your return 
to your native country; it will give me great satisfaction to 
learn that justice has been done to my wishes, and to your 
merits.

Believe me with great respect and esteem, Sir,
Your most faithful and obliged Servant,

M o r n in g t o n .

No. LIV.

The Governor General in Council to the Honourable Court of Directors.

H o n o u r a b l e  S ir s , F o r t  W il l ia m , 1 8 th  J a n u a r y ,  1 8 0 0 .

In conformity to the intention expressed in our letter of 
the 3.1st ultimo from this department, we shall now enter into 
a detail of the negotiations opened at Poonah, under the di
rection of the right honourable the Governor-General, in con
sequence of the treaty of Mysore.

It is necessary, however, to premise that soon after the 
capture of Seringapatam the Governor-General thought it 
proper to apprize the Resident at Poonah, that he did not 
intend to admit the Peishwa to an equal participation with 
the Company and the Nizam of the advantages resulting 
from the success which had crowned the efforts of the com
bined Annies. His Lordship observed, on this occasion, that 
in strict justice the Peishwa was entitled to no share what
ever in these advantages, nor could the Court of Poonah, 
acting as it had done during the war, found the slightest 
claim upon the terms of any assurances which had been 
made to it on the part of the British Government. Consi
derations of policy would, however, his Lordship remarked, 
incline him to extend the benefits acquired by the exclusive 
exertions of the Company and of the Nizam, even to the 
Peishwa, faithless as his conduct had been. Of the cessions
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which on this ground it might be expedient to make to the 
Mahratta Government, his Lordship could not then state the 
precise extent, since, in the decision of such a question, much 
would depend on the behaviour of the Peishwa under the 
new posture of affairs, and much on the dispositions which 
he should indicate towards the Nizam.

This communication was made to the Resident, with a view 
to enable him to regulate his language with regard to any 
expectations or hopes which he might understand the 
Peishwa to have formed in consequence of the overthrow of 
the Government of Mysore.

The Governor-General, at a very early period after the 
reduction of Seringapatam, conceived the design of accom
plishing the whole of the arrangement with the Court of 
Pooriah, sketched out in the instructions of the 8th of July, 
1798, to Colonel Palmer by means of the territorial cessions, 
which it was now in the power of his Lordship to make to 
the Peishwa. The establishment of a subsidiary British 
force at Poonah still appeared to his Lordship to be a most 
desirable measure, although its importance had been much 
diminished by the conquest of Mysore. But whether a re
newal of this proposition, under the actual circumstances, 
should prove acceptable or not to the Court of Poonah, there 
were some parts of the original plan of alliance on which his 
Lordship declared it to be his determination absolutely to 
insist, as indispensable, preliminaries to any cession of terri
tory whatever to the Peishwa. Such was a complete adjust
ment under the arbitration of the British Government of 
every point then at issue between the Courts of Poonah and 
Hyderabad, as well as an engagement to abide by the arbi
tration of the Company on all future points of difference 
which might arise between the Courts. Such also was the 
perpetual exclusion of the French from the territories and 
armies of the Peishwa and a defensive alliance against any 
French invasion of India.

The Resident was subsequently directed by the Gover
nor-General, while the negociations for the final settlement of 
Mysore were yet depending to take the first opportunity of 
assuring the Peishwa of the sincere disposition of the British 
Government (notwithstanding all that had passed) to culti
vate his friendship, and to promote his interests, and to in-

l iM  § L
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form him that it was intended under certain conditions (the 
justice and moderation of which were indisputable) to make 
a considerable cession of territory to him, provided lbs con
duct should not, in the interval, be such as to render all 
friendly intercourse with him incompatible with the honour 
of the British government. This reservation was suggested 
by a suspicion that the Mahratta forces on the southern fron
tier of that state had been secretly ordered by the Peishwa 
to enter and take possession of some of the contiguous dis
tricts of the conquered country, subsequently to his learning 
the fall of Seringa patam.

It having become necessary about this time that the army 
in Mysore should make a movement in the direction of the 
northern frontiers, the Resident at Poonah was further di
rected to assure the Peishwa in the most, unequivocal terms 
(ibr live purpose of removing any impressions of jealousy or 
fear which that movement might create) that the measure had 
n other object than to secure the tranquillity and good order 
of our recent conquests ; and that nothing could be more re
mote from the intentions of the Governor-General, or those 
of Lieutenant-General Harris (acting under lvis Lordship’s 
orders) than to offer any degree of violence to the Mahratta 
territory. The same conciliatory and amicable declarations 
vvcre directed to be made to liowlut 1 too Scmdia.

Your honourable Court will observe that those articles of 
the Treaty of Mysore relative to the Peishwa, were framed 
in exact conformity to the intentions of the Governor-Ge
neral as announced by his Lordship to the Resident at Poo
nah so early as the 23rd of May.*

That treaty being ratified by the right honourable the Go
vernor-General in Council at Fort St. George on the 26th oi 
June, was transmitted on the same day to the Resident at 
Hyderabad, who, upon its ratification by his Highness the 
Nisiam, was directed to forward without delay a copy of the 
same to the Resident at Poonah. Colonel Palmer was in
structed immediately on receipt of the treaty, to communicate 
it to the Peishwa, and to invite him to accede to it. The 
mode in which it appeared to the Governor-General to be 
expedient that the Peishwa should accede to the treaty of

THE GOVERNOR GENERAL IN COUNCIL, TO •

* See page 12.



i f  *  ( C T
QSgSpOJ THE HONOURABLE COURT OF DIRECTORS. 1 M T i  1  J

^^M ysore, being by a separate treaty to be concluded between 
his Highness and the Company, a draft of such a treaty was 
transmitted by his Lordship’s orders to the Resident,

Colonel Palmer was desired by the Governor-General to 
suggest any alterations or amendments in this draft which 
might appear to him advisable; but if no point arose requir
ing a deviation from the fundamental principles of the pro
posed treaty, and of his Lordship’s instructions, the Resident 
was directed and empowered to proceed to the completion of 
such treaty without further reference to the Governor-Ge
neral.

Although the Governor-General was anxious, if the subsi
diary force should be applied for, that it should be made 
permanent; yet the importance of establishing a British 
force at Poonah in the actual crisis was such, that his Lord- 
ship signified to the Resident, that he was disposed to ac
cede even to a temporary arrangement for that purpose, pro
vided the period was made definite, and not too short. This 
qualification appeared necessary to his Lordship, because it 
was obvious that without it the expense of providing the new 
military force might suddenly become an additional and em
barrassing burden upon the finances of the Company.

With a view to obviate, as far as possible, any objection 
by the Court of Poonah to the article relative to the subsi
diary force, on the ground of expence, the Governor-General 
endeavoured (respecting the Mahratta collections in Surat) 
to provide the means of relieving the Peishwa, in a consi
derable degree from the burden of the subsidy. Nor was 
it improbable that the government of Bombay would he dis
posed to allow to the Peishwa, by way of commutation for 
his claims in Surat, a much larger sum than he ever had, or 
could have derived from that source of revenue. At a sub
sequent period Colonel Palmer was empowered, as an addi
tional means of facilitating his negociation, to treat for the 
cession of Bancoot, or Fort Victoria, to the Peishwa.

The counter propositions of the court of Poonah, founded 
on those which had been submitted to the Peishwa on the 
part of the Governor-General, were delivered to Colonel Pal
mer on the 16th June, and transmitted by him to his Lordship 
on the following day. Your honourable Court will observe,

VOL. II. N
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the plea of inability to fulfil its engagements, stated by 
the Court of Poonah in the 5th article of the Peishwa’s pro
positions is a direct admission that the Mahratta state was 
not entitled to any share of the conquered territories of My
sore, for whatever might be their inclination, nothing less than 
an effective co-operation in the field could have been deemed 
to amount to such a performance of theif engagements, as 
could constitute the foundation of a right to participate in 
our recent conquests; but even their inclination had been at 
least equivocal, and by the continued intercourse with the 
enemy, they had precluded themselves from the benefit of 
the Resident’s declaration, made in the Governor-General’s 
name, under the express condition of their renouncing all 
such intercourse during the war. Their conduct in the for
mer war could not serve as a plea to justify a totally different 
behaviour in the late one. It might as well have been con
tended, that the Nizam should be now punished for his want 
of zeal in the former war, as that the Mahrattas should now 
be rewarded for their alacrity a t that period.

On these grounds, the Governor-General directed the Re
sident to explain distinctly to the Peishwa, that his Lordship 
could not consent to negociate with him under any admission 
of bis right to an equal, or to any share of the dominions of 
the late Tippoo Sultaun; and that whatever cessions might 
be made to him from those territories, must be deemed gra
tuitous on the part of the Company and of the Nizam, ex
cepting in as far as they should be compensated by corres
pondent concessions on the part o! the Peishwa,

I By a letter from the Resident at Poonah, dated the 29th 
! June, the Peishwa’S minister did not scruple to express a 

hope that his Court would be admitted to an equal share ot 
the conquered Territory of Mysore. Such a pretension 
appeared to the Governor-General the more extravagant and 
untenable, as his Lordship did not admit even the Nizam’s 
claim to equal partition, for although a share of free territo
rial revenue, liolden in direct sovereignty had been assigned 
to His Highness the Nizam, equal to that of the same descrip
tion retained by the Company, yet His Highness s right 
extended only to a share of the conquests, proportioned to 
his expence and exertions in the war, and it any advantage

\ • \ I THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL IN COUNCIL, TO « f i T
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^ B ty p te e sn .  given to the Nizam beyond that proportion, it was 
t  wholly gratuitous. Under this principle of partition it was |  

obvious that the Peishwa was destitute of every, claim; and ■ 
admitting even that the stipulations of the treaties of Poonah ) 
arid Paungal applied to the late war, (which they evidently did 
not, those of the 10th article excepted) the Peishwa would still > 
be excluded from all participation in the conquered territory, 
by the very terms of the I Oth article of the treaty of Poonah,’ 
which specify, that the allies respectively shall be entitled to 
a share of such conquests only as shall be made subsequent 
to the entrance of their respective armies into the enemy’s / 
country.

In addition to the foregoing arguments, with which the 
Resident at Poonah was furnished by the Governor-General 
tor the purpose of justifying the principles of the treaty of 
Mysore to the Court of Poonah, his Lordship observed, that 
if the Peishwa’s pretensions to a share of the conquered ter
ritory were unfounded, the selection of districts which he had 
demanded in order to constitute that share, was still more 
extravagant, both with respect to their value and geographical 
position.

His Lordship further remarked on this occasion to the 
Resident at Poonah, that the benefits which accrued to the 
Mahratta State, from the subversion of Tippoo Sultaun’s 
dominions were of much greater importance than the acqui
sition of territory. Since it had appeared from the various 
authentic papers, found in the palace at Seringapatam, some 
of which were in the Sultaun’s own hand writing, that it was 
his determined resolution, by the aid of the French, to 
recover from the Mahrattas, as well as the Nizatn and the 
English, the territory which lie had been compelled to cede to 
them at the conclusion of the war in 1792. Ills Lordship 
directed this circumstance to be particularly pointed out to 
the Court of Poonah; observing, that it ought to make a con
siderable impression on the Peishwa’s mind, and convince 
him how essentially his own security was concerned in uniting 
cordially with theother allies, to oppose a barrier to the designs 
of the French. In conclusion, the Governor-General desired it 
might he represented to the Peishwa, that in the place of a 
formidable power, hostile to the Mahratta State, from the 
impulse of bigotry, ambition and revenge, was now substituted

■ g°5x



'N ^M ^friendly dominion, under a Prince of the skme religion with 
the Peishwa; and that, together with this eminent advantage, ' 
he-had it in his power to make a considerable addition to his 
territorial possessions, by acceding to an arrangement of which 
the effect would assuredly be the re-establishment of his 
authority, and the prosperity and security of his government 
and country.

The conduct of the Court of Poonah in the pending ne
gotiation, although in some respects unreasonable and unsa
tisfactory, had not hitherto been calculated to extinguish the 
hopes entertained by the Governor-General, of the Peishwa’s 
ultimate accession to the treaty of Mysore, on the principles 
and conditions of his Lordship’s propositions, which were 
not now less favourable to the true interests of the Peishwa 
than in the summer of 1798, when that Prince had manifested 
an eager desire to treat with the Company on a similar basis.
It soon appeared, however, that either the Peishwa liad not 
been sincere in any stage of the negotiation, or that the sub
jection in which he continued to be held by Scindia (who 
probably foresaw the destruction of his own usurped power, 
in the proposed arrangements between the Company and the 
Court of Poonah) operated to prevent his concurrence in a 
plan which would not have conduced more to the security of 
the British interests, and to the general tranquillity of India, 
than to the re-establishment of the rights and authority of 
Baajy Row himself.

Your honourable Court will observe with astonishment that 
the Peishwa is represented by the Resident as expressing a 
reluctance, not merely to comply with any particular article 
of the proposed treaty, but to recognize one of its most inse
parable principles; namely, that the Mahratta State would 
not commit any act of aggression against the Rajah of My
sore’s territories. This reluctance appeared the more extra
ordinary to the Governor-General, as the Peishwa had not 
long before declared a similar engagement with regard to the 
Nizam to be superfluous, because the Mahratta State was 
already bound by treaty, not to commit any aggression against 
the. allies o f the Company. The conduct of the Peishwa in 
thus avowing a disinclination to comply with the just and 
reasonable condition referred to, joined to the intimation con
veyed by Nana on that occasion (viz., that this reluctance.
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might be overcome by an increase of the Peishwa’s share in 
the conquered territories) amounted, in the Governor-Gene
ral’s opinion, to an indication of a spirit so lies tile to all good 
understanding, as greatly diminished his Lordship’s desire 
to pursue the negotiation any further. For this reason the 
Resident was instructed, in the event of the Peishwa’s not 
having acceded to the treaty of Mysore, within the period 
fixed by the 7th article of that treaty (i. e. by the 19th of 
August), and of the negotiation having been in consequence 
broken off, to signify both to Baajy Row and to the Minister, 
not only the extreme displeasure excited in his Lordship’s 
mind by the last communication from the Court of Poonah, 
but also the determination of his Lordship not to renew the 
late discussions between the two Governments, until he 
should be better satisfied of the sincerity of his Highness’s 
disposition, to cultivate and improve his connection with the 
British nation.

The Resident was directed to call upon the Peishwa, in 
the event of his not having acceded to the treaty of Mysore 
within the limited period, to adopt effectual measures for 
withdrawing immediately such of his troops as might have 
entered the territory of Mysore, whether by or without his 
Highness’s authority, to the end that when the Company’s 
forces came to take possession of the reserved districts, de
stined to compose the Peishwa’s share, there might be no 
danger of any thing occurring of a nature prejudicial to the 
friendship and good understanding actually subsisting be
tween the two Governments.

Such was the state of the negotiation on the departure of 
the Governor-General from Fort St. George. On his Lord
ship’s arrival at this Presidency, he received a letter from the 
Resident at Poonah, by which it manifestly appeared that 
nothing was further from the intention of the Peishwa than 
to accede to the treaty of Mysore, on the conditions which 
had been proposed to him.

In consequence of these advices Colonel Palmer was imme
diately directed to inform the Peishwa and Nana Furnavese, 
that we considered all negotiation, on the basis of the Treaty 
of Mysore, to be concluded; but that, although we deeply re
gretted his Highness’s rejection of an arrangement, which 
had no other object than the improvement of the friendship
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and alliance subsisting between the three States, and which 
was, at least, as much calculated to promote the interests of 
the Peishwa as those of the Company and the Nizam; we 
did not feel any diminution of our amicable disposition to
wards his Highness.

The Resident was further instructed, to apprize the Court 
of Poonah that, conformably to the stipulations of the treaty 
of Mysore, the Company’s Government would proceed imme
diately, in concert with his Highness the Nizam, to a division 
of the reserved territory. Colonel Palmer was at the same 
time informed that we relied with confidence on the Peishwa’s 
taking effectual means to prevent any of the officers of his 
Government from attempting to interrupt, in any degree, the 
execution of this measure, and on his compelling them to 
respect the rights of the Company and of the Nizam, in their 
recent acquisitions on the side of the Mahratta frontier, with 
the same scrupulous attention which was invariably manifested 
by the Company’s Government, in regard to the rights of all 
its neighbours.

To these communications the Resident was ordered to add 
a declaration of our confidence, notwithstanding the Peishwa 
had not thought proper to accede to the treaty of Mysore, 
that he would perceive the necessity and propriety of causing 
all his subjects of every description to abstain, with the ut
most care, from trespassing in any manner on the territories 
of the Rajah of Mysore, which the Company were bound to 
defend against all powers without exception.

Colonel Palmer was in conclusion directed never either to 
invite or encourage any renewal of the late negotiation, but 
to reply to every attempt of the nature, that his instructions 
permitted him merely to transmit to the Governor-General 
in Council any propositions of that tendency which might be 
made to him.

Your Honourable Court will perceive, on a reference to the 
correspondence of the Resident, that the Peishwa throughout 
the negotiation manifested great anxiety that the objects of it 
should be carefully concealed from the knowledge of Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah. You will find likewise that, although the 
Governor-General had provided, in his plan of a treaty, for 
the absolute dismission of all the French in the service of the 
Peishwa, and was not insensible to the importance of procur-
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mg their general expulsion from the Mahratta empire, the 
Peishwa unexpectedly anticipated his Lordship’s wishes in 
this respect, by spontaneously proposing that all the French 
then in the service of the Mahratta State should be expelled, 
and that if obstruction should be offered the two Govern
ments, should concert together the means of removing it.
Your Honourable Court will observe, that the Peishwa was 
particularly solicitous that this part of the negotiation (evi
dently pointing at the French officers in the service of Sein- 
diah) should not transpire; and that for this purpose his 
Highness suggested the adoption of extraordinary precau
tions. Notwithstanding, however, so many appearances of 
an earnest, and (as it seemed) a prudent desire to keep Scin- 
diah in ignorance of the tenour of the pending treaty; you 
will find, by the subsequent despatches of Colonel Palmer, 
that bis Highness not only himself revealed the whole trans
action to Scindiah, but consulted with that chieftain respect
ing the conduct proper to be pursued on the .occasion. Al
though, therefore, the Court of Poonah continued to indicate 
a wish to keep the negotiation open, it was evident, as well 
from the duplicity of Baajy Rao in this last stage of it, as 
from various instances of his caprice and exorbitant preten
sions during its progress, that no advantage could result to 
your interests from a longer pursuit of the object under such 
unfavourable circumstances, and especially while Scindiah 
maintained an exclusive and despotic sway over the Councils 
of Poonah. The Governor-General, therefore, finally deter 
mined to relinquish the measure for the present, and to await 
a moire propitious conjuncture, and in pursuance of this reso
lution, his Lordship proceeded to the division of the reserved 
territory, between the Company and the Nizam.

We shall conclude this account of the late negotiation at 
Poonah with observing, that its failure has not excited in us 
any apprehension for the general tranquillity. For while the 
justice and liberality of our propositions have been so mani
fest, and our conduct throughout the negotiation so moderate 
and conciliatory, as to preclude any reasonable ground of 
complaint on the part of the Court of Poonah, the actual state 
of the Mahratta empire affords us abundant security against 
any aggression on the part of that restless and ambitious 
nation.
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The failure of the negotiations is indeed to be attributed 
to the same causes which leave us without any apprehension 
of its effects. The Mahratta empire, in its present distracted 
condition, is in fact rendered incapable of forming or of main
taining any engagement with other States, and the weakness 
and instability of the Councils of Poonah are become more 
conspicuous as well as more desperate from the perverse and 
intractable character of Baajy Rao. In such a posture of 
affairs, the arguments on which the Governor-General (in 
his separate letter to your Honourable Court of the 3rd of 
August, 1799),'* rested the policy of a cession of territory to 
the Peishwa, are no longer applicable to the actual circum
stances of the case, and the direct and immediate advantages 
of territorial acquisition by the Company, under the division 
of the reserved territory, are unquestionably preferable to 
any contingent benefit which could be expected from a more 
intimate connection with the Mahratta empire in its present 
condition. The Governor-General in Council, however, will 
anxiously observe any change of circumstances which may 
favour an improvement of our political relations with the 
Court of Poonah.

We have the honour to be,
Honourable Sirs,

your most faithful, humble Servants, 
M o r n in g to n .
A llr ed  C la r k e .
P e t e r  S p e k e .
W illiam  C o w pek .

No. LV.

Minute by the Governor-General.

F o r t  W il l ia m , J a n u a ry  1 9 tli ,  1800.

The 10th regiment of native infantry having arrived at 
Cawnpore, after an absence from this Presidency of more 
than three years and a half, the most noble the Governor- 
General in Council has great satisfaction in expressing liis
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entire approbation of the exemplary conduct of this distin
guished regiment, in the several arduous arid important ser
vices on which it has been employed in the Peninsula of India 
during its long absence from these provinces.

His Lordship in Council is happy to bear this public testi
mony to the merits of the European officers, under whose 
command this corps has attained so high a state of discipline, 
regularity, and order ; and he entertains a just sense of the 
fidelity and attachment to the service manifested by the na
tive officers and private soldiers of the regiment throughout 
the whole period of their laborious duties at Hyderabad, in 
Mysore, and during their long march from the Deccan to 
the province of Oude.

The conduct of the artillery and lascars, who have been 
attached to the regiment during the time of its absence from 
these provinces, is equally entitled to commendation.

To perpetuate the memory of the services of the 1 Oth regi
ment, to distinguish the individuals who have served in the 
corps, and to recommend their laudable example to the emu
lation of the whole native service, the most noble Governor- 
General in Council is pleased to order that honorary medals 
be conferred on all the native commissioned and non-commis
sioned officers and sepoys of the 10th regiment, and also to 
the lascars belonging to the artillery, which has been attached 
to that regiment during the time of its absence from these 
provinces.

M ornington.

No. LVI.
The Governor-General in Council to the Honourable the Court of Director/!, 

for the Affairs of the Honourable the United Company of Merchants of 
England trading to the East Indies.

H o n .  S i r s ,  F o r t  W ill ia m , J a n u a r y  23d, 1800.

Being convinced, on a consideration of the present impor
tance of the British interests in India, that it is highly ex
pedient to establish a regular plan for affording to your 
Honourable Court, at a stated period annually, a complete 
and distinct view, in the most compendious form, of the state 
of the Indian finances, and being satisfied, after much atten
tion to the subject, that it is scarcely possible to devise a
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