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depend, in a great degree, on the timely arrival of the troops, 
at their several destinations, on those coasts. In order, 
therefore, to ensure to the armament a safe and expeditious 
passage up the Red Sea, the advanced period of the season 
requires that you should exert every effort to expedite the 
departure of the armament from Ceylon to Mocha, and from 
thence to she places of its ulterior destination.

I entertain no doubt that his Excellency Vice-Admiral 
Rainier will afford the aid of the requisite number of his 
Majesty’s ships; but if his Excellency, contrary to my expec
tation, should either decline to furnish the requisite aid, or 
should he unable to furnish it instantly on your arrival at 
Trincomale, it is my positive order that your departure lie not 
delayed an hour on that account.

To preclude all misunderstanding on this subject, I hereby 
direct you and Colonel Wellesley, instantly after your arrival 
at Trincomale, to proceed to Mocha with such troops as you 
may be able to accommodate in the ships now engaged or 
attainable at Ceylon.

If, under these orders, you should be compelled to leave at 
Ceylon any portion of the troops, hereby placed under your 
command, you will appoint a proper officer to conduct those 
troops, after you, to Mocha, with all practicable despatch; 
but I further order and direct that the officer so appointed do 
not wait for convoy or other aid from his Excellency the Viet * 
Admiral, but do proceed to join you at Mocha, without delay, 
as soon as the transports shall he ready for the conveyance of 
troops.

If on your arrived at Mocha you should find Sir Home 
Popham at that port, you will concert with him the operations 
to be undertaken by your united forces. If  Sir Home Pop- 
ham should not have arrived at Mocha, you will, as soon as 
possible, proceed to join the squadron ot Rear-Admiral Blan
ket t; and having joined the Rear-Admiral, you will concert 
the measures proper to be adopted, with a view to the annoy
ance of the enemy in Egypt, and to the most beneficial co
operation with the forces acting from the Mediterranean.

On your arrival in the Red Sea, you will endeavour to pro
cure intelligence respecting the state of the enemy s force, at 
Suez and at Cosseir; and also respecting the condition of the 
defences of each of those places; should the reports which you
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may receive he such, as to warrant (in yo«r judgment^ and in 
that of the officer commanding the sea forces, with which you 
shall have effected a junction) .an immediate landing and at
tack on one or both of these places, you will immediately make 
the attempt; and if it should prove successful, you will pro
ceed, in concert with his Majesty’s naval officer, to form an 
arrangement for retaining possession of cither or both places, 
as circumstances may admit.

At the earliest possible period of time you will employ every 
proper method to conciliate the inhabitants of the coasts of 
the Red Sea or of Egypt to our interests, and to induce them 
to make a common cause with us against the enemy. In order 
to facilitate and strengthen their means of acting with us, it 
may be necessary to distribute arms and ammunition. His 
Majesty’s Ministers, have, therefore, directed a supply of mus
ket's, side arms, and musket ammunition, to be sent on hoard 
the ships of Sir Home Popham’s squadron, with a view to 
this object.

With respect, however, to the expediency of arming any 
considerable number of the natives, you and the officer com
manding the naval force will exercise your joint discretion.

If  the enemy should be driven from Suez, Cosseir, and the 
whole coast of the Red Sea, it will then remain for the com
manding officers of the land forces to employ every method 
in their power for the annoyance of the enemy in any other 
posts which they may retain in Upper Egypt; and to engage 
the Arabs, the Mamelukes, and other troops in that quarter 
to act against the French, with union and vigour, until the 
final expulsion of the French army from Cairo, and from the 
remainder of the province can be effected, giving the Beys 
or other officers holding command in those countries, such 
advice and assistance as may appear best adapted for this 
purpose.

Although considerable difficulty may at first be experienced 
in moving your forces into the interior parts of the country,
I trust that the strength of the force will effectually secure its 
safety against any attempts of the enemy. You must draw 
your supplies of provisions, and even of water, in some posi
tions from the ships, but the whole coast will be under your 
command. Such part of the force as may be able to move in 
the country will derive additional security from the support
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v^V—'— the remainder, stationed on the coast 5 and while) the mag
nitude of the-armament must contribute to alarm and distract 
the enemy, its strength will afford additional confidence to 
the chiefs and inhabitants of the country, and will render 
them more desirous to break the French yoke, and to join the 
British cause.

On these points, as well as on every circumstance relating 
to tin! mode and detail of proceeding in the execution of the 
present, service, much latitude must necessarily be left to the 
discretion of the commanding officers of the sea and land 
forces. It is impossible for me, at this distance, and in this 
Stage of the plan, to enter into more minute detail. The views 
of his Majesty’s Ministers, in the present- expedition, are 
plainly stated in Mr. Secretary Dundas’s despatches. I can 
only add my confidence that his Majesty’s views will be pur
sued with the utmost vigour, and by every means consistent 
with the received usages of war.

You will employ the earliest exertions for the purpose of 
opening a safe and speedy communication with the command
ers of bis Majesty’s naval and military forces intended to be 
employed against the enemy in Egypt from the side of the 
Mediterranean. On this subject you will receive information 
from Rear-Admiral Blanket t.

It is possible that, before the arrival of the armament from 
India in the Red Sea, the French may have been compelled 
to evacuate Egypt* In this case, or if you should find that 
the troops from India cannot' possibly act with effect on the 
side of the Red Sea, I desire that your whole force, or such 
part as you may judge necessary, should he employed with 
all practicable expedition in the reduction of the Isles of 
France and Bourbon, or of Batavia; or successively of both 
places, according as the condition of the armament, at the 
period of withdrawing from the Red Sea, shall appear to re
commend in the judgment of the naval and military officers 
acting with you on this expedition.

In any of these cases, I direct you to act as Commander-in- 
Chief, and Colonel W ellesley as second in command. If you 
should reduce the French Islands, Colonel Wellesley will re
main in the government and command of those colonies, and 
you will either proceed to Batavia, or return with the troops 
to the most accessible port of India or Ceylon, according to
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the season. You will receive from roe constant advices of the 
state and strength both of the French Islands and of Batavia.

Previous to your departure from the Red Sea, in the eases 
supposed, you will leave sufficient garrisons to retain .Suez 
arid Cosseir, or any other port or place in Egypt, or on the 
coast:,p f the Red Sea, which you and the commander of the 
naval forces acting with you, may judge it advisable to’retain 
in conformity to.the. tenor of Mr. Secretary Dundas’s des
patches herewith enclosed.

Notwithstanding every exertion which can lie made by this 
Government, and by the other Presidencies of India, it may 
not be practicable to supply you amply and seasonably on the 
coasts of the Red Sea, with the provisionsnecessary for the 
troops under y our command. In this case it will be proper 
that you should exercise your discretion, and if you should 
find any danger of a deficiency of your supplies, and should 
receive no certain accounts from India of additional supplies, 
being in progress to the Red Sea, you will relinquish your 
situation in that quarter, and you will return to such port of 
India, as may be most accessible, at'the period of your return; 
leaving, if you should judge proper, on a consultation with 
the naval commanding officer, "such military detachment in 
the Red Sea as may be sufficient to occupy the ports of Suez, 
Cosseir, dr any of her of the ports in that Sea.

I am fully aware of the difficulties which must be encoun
tered in furnishing your army with the necessary supplies, 
and with the means of ready movement, in the event of your 
effecting a landing at Suez or Cosseir.

To establish a systematic plan of supplying your army, 
when landed on the coasts of the Red Sea, I have made the 
following additional arrangements.

I have appointed Mr. Charles Stokes Agent for the care 
and despatch of supplies for the use of your armament, to 
reside either at Mocha, or at such place as you may direct, 
on the coast of the Red Sea, for the purpose of conducting 
the whole detail of the supplies of your army. I shall for
ward from this port, and I shall order the governments of 
Fort St. George, Bombay and Ceylon, to forward, respec
tively, in armed ships to Mocha, and from thence to any other 
appointed depot, such provisions and other articles as may 
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be requisite for yotit use, consigned to the ■ charge • of Mr. 
Stokes, who will take the ch arge of forwarding, theta to your 
order.

You will not only apprize all the respective governments 
of India of any actual defect of your present stores, but you 
wilt state your probable future wants, and the nature of the 
particular articles, of which you are likely to require a con
stant and regular supply.

With respect to the means of your eventual movements in 
Egypt, I have it in contemplation to despatch to you a targe 
supply of horses from the western coasts of India; to which 
I propose to add a proportion of horse artillery; a certain 
number of draft and carriage bullocks will accompany the 
detachment proceeding from Bombay; and I shall endeavour 
to add a proportion of camels. You will receive further de
tails from me on this branch of the subject, upon your arrival 
at Mocha. As Colonel Wellesley is particularly conversant 
with the means which can be afforded from the peninsula of 
India for the movement of your army, I direct him to report 
his opinion on this subject to you and to me, and to transmit, 
by land and sc i, without delay, the report by express to Fort: 
William.

To this report I direct that all such 'observations may be 
added as may occur to you, to Colonel Wellesley, or to any 
intelligent officer in the departments of the army, connected 
with its movement. You will also advert to those means of 
aiding the movement of your army which can he furnished 
from Bengal. On this branch of the subject, I  also authorize 
y ou to make such immediate applications as may appear to fee 
requisite, to me, and to all or any of the subordinate govern
ments; they will be directed to comply with your applications 
aa soon as may be possible.

I have the honour to enclose the necessary powers from 
Iris Excellency the Commander-in-Chief, for enabling you to 
assemble general courts martial.

I have the honour to be, &e. &i.
W ei.lesi.ey.

P. S. I expect to be enabled to despatch to you, by the 
Anstruther, the following horse artillery, completely provided
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with horses, &c.: one twelve-pounder, three six-pounders, 
two three-pounders, twenty European gunners and matrosses, 
and twenty-four golundauz, with the necessary proportion of 
gun lascars.

No. CXIY.
■t:'

The Marquess Wellesley to Major-General Haird.

M y  d e a r  G e n e r a l , F ort; W il l ia m , 1 Oth F e b r u a ry , 1801.

You will find by your instructions of this date,* that your 
present destination is to the Red Sea and Egypt, for the 
purpose of co-operating in the great object of expelling the 
French from that most important position. A more worthy 
sequel to the storm of Seringapatam could not be presented 
to your genius and valour. I have chosen my brother to 
second you in this glorious enterprise, and I rely on your 
giving the public the full benefit of his talents, by admitting 
him to your most cordial confidence, and by uniting harmonic 
ously and zealously with him in the prosecution of my wishes.
I have manifested an honourable confidence in you by select
ing yon for this service, which if successful, will attract the 
applause and admiration of the whole world. In return I 
claim from you the full benefit for myself and my country, 
not only of your services, but of those of my brother, and of 
all the gallant and able officers whom he has brought with 
him to the army. I desire that you will arrange some mode 
of confirming in active and honourable stations the whole of 
Ids staff, and of tln.se who have accompanied him. I  recom
mend it to you also to employ Lieut—Colonel Murray of the 
84th, whom I shall send to Mocha; he has been active, 
and has manifested’ ability at Suez, and Aden; I also re
commend Captain Wilson, Aid-du-Camp to Mr. Duncan, on 
the same grounds of experience in the affairs of Arabia 
and Egypt. Mayc the same providential' protection which 
accompanied you to the gates of Tippoo Sultaun’s palace,
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conduct you to Cairo ; and may you be the happy instru
ment of completing the exclusion of the French from India; 
a work so nobly commenced in Mysore, .Remember that 
the harmony and cordial union, of our counsels in the field, 
were the main sources of all our triumphs in that glori
ous war, which has rendered your name memorable in the 
annals of your country ; for the rest, I have no apprehension; 
and I trust you will preserve my favourable opinion, by pre
serving unanimity in your army.

Believe me, my dear General,
Your obliged friend, and faithful servant,

W e l l e s l e y .

No. CXV.

Minute by the Governor-General.*

Fort William, February 12th, 1801.

The communications, now recorded by Sir Alured Clarke, 
afford me the opportunity of requesting his Excellency, to 
accept my grateful acknowledgment of the assistance which 
I have received from him in the discharge of the various duties 
of this extensive government, under all the extraordinary 
occurrences of the three last years 3798, 1799, 1800,,

In the course of those years, I have frequently resorted to 
his Excellency’s assistance on many important questions, not 
immediately connected with the military department; and in the 
most arduous crisis of the affairs of the British empire in India; 
during the late memorable war, the principal charge of the 
affairs of this Presidency was administered by his Excellency 
to my entire satisfaction, and to the considerable advancement 
of the public service. I cannot more fully explain my sense of 
Sir Alured Clarke’s zealous and beneficial co-operation during 
that critical period of time, than by annexing to this minute,

* T h e  G o v e r n o r - G e n e r a l ’s M in u te s  o f  th e  1 2 th  o f  F e b r u a ry  a r e  i n 
s e r te d  a  l i t t le  out. o f  t h e i r  d a te  in  o r d e r  to  p re se rv e  t h e  c o n t in u i ty  o f  th e  
in s t r u c t io n s  r e la t iv e  to th e  Red S e a  E x p e d i tio n s .— E d .
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a C6py of my separate letter addressed to the honourable the 
Court of Directors, under date the 27th of January, 1800.*

I shall always retain a just estimation of my personal obli
gations to his Excellency, for the aid which he has contri
buted towards the promotion of the objects of my adminis
tration; and my sincere good wishes will ever accompany 
him. The despatch from his royal Highness the Duke of 
York, recorded on the proceedings of this day, furnishes an 
ample testimony of the consideration with which Sir Aimed 
Clarke's services in India are regarded by his Majesty; I 
entertain a confident expectation, and a sincere desire, that 
his Excellency’s return to England, from his long and honour
able career of foreign service, may be attended by every cir
cumstance, which can enhance to him the satisfactory reflec
tion of having merited the approbation of the East India 
Company, of his king, anti of his country.

W e l l e s l e y .

No. CXVI.

Minute b}/ the Governor-General.

Fort W ill ia m , F e b ru a ry  1 2 th , 1801.

I cannot receive the notification of Mr. Cowper’s intended 
departure from India, without offering to him a public tribute 
of my sense of the zealous and honourable support which l 
have received from him in all the arduous trials of difficulty, 
and danger, to which the British empire in India has been 
exposed during the period of my administration. On every 
occasion of public emergency, I have found in Mr. Cowper the 
most earnest desire to co-operate in the important measures, 
and exertions which the crisis required, and to strengthen the 
hands of the government, by an uniform and unabated con
tinuance of honourable confidence, of firmness, and of public 
spirit. I cannot forget that the nature of tin- legal po wers of 
the Government of Bengal, during my absence on the Coast

* S ee  p . 200.
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^ ^ o i -  Coromandel, was such, as to entitle Mr. Cowper to a just 
proportion o f  .the. gratitude due from -myself, and from the 
public to that government.

I. trust that my sincere thanks will be acceptable to Mr. 
Covper; and that he will 'receive with satisfaction the expres
sion of my wish, that the honourable the Court of Directors, 
should consider Mr. Cowper’s assistance and. cordial support 
■to have contributed in a great degree, to the ease of my 
Government, and. the success of that system of measures, 
which has been distinguished, by the honour of their appro
bation.

W e l l e s l e y ,

No. C XVII.

The Marque** WelUtley to the Right Hon. Jonathan Datum.

g lR j F o r t  W illiam -, F e b r u a ry  K ith , 1801,

It is of the utmost importance that measures should be 
immediately adopted for supplying the army under the com
mand of Major-General Baird, with the means of moving with, 
promptitude and facility , in carrying on military operations 
by land.

' Those means, unles procurable in the country in which the 
troops- may be acting, must be principally supplied from 
Bombay; and I, therefore, request you will immediately turn 
your attention to the important object of collecting draft and 
carriage bullocks, camels, horses, and every article necessary 
for the above-mentioned purpose, and of providing tonnage 
for their transportation. You will be pleased to ascertain, 
and. report to me, as speedily as possible, what supplies of this 
description you think it practicable to collect at Bombay, or 
on the western side of India; but it is desirable that you 
should immediately employ your utmost exertions towards the 
attainment of this important object, and that you should 
forward any supplies procured, to Mocha without waiting for 
further instructions from me.

If  f t  Yl) ACT
\ .  \  & A A 4J  MAJOR-GENERAL BAIRD, TO I q B l  I
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1 also request that you will consider of the means of open

ing a safe and speedy communication with Sir Ralph Aber- 
eromby, and that you will contribute, as far as lies in your 
power, to the speedy and regular transmission of advices 
from the Red Sea.

I have the honour to be, &c.
W ellesley.

No. CXVIII.

Major-General Baird, to the Marquess Wellesley.

M y  L o r d ,  O n  b o a rd  th e  P h o e n ix , 2 2 n d  F e b r u a ry ,  1801

Your Lordship’s instruction to me of the lOtli instant, I 
have perused with much attention, as well as the letters to 
which they refer, pointing out many and serious difficulties. 1 
beg to assure your Lordship, that every possible exertion will 
be used on my part to surmount them; as yet, I have never 
met with any that were not to he got the better of by a steady 
perseverance, and 1 hope I shall not on this occasion. J he 
greatest difficulties we shall ha ve to encounter are a regular 
supply of provisions, and the means of moving with celerity, 
but as these depend on your Lordship’s foresight, and from 
the arrangements you have already made, I have no doubt 
we shall be enabled to surmount them. It is unnecessary to 
say more at present, than that the most vigorous measures 
shall be adopted to endeavour to carry into full effect the 
grand object of the expedition; and to assure your Lordship, 
that the talents of your brother, as well as of every other 
officer shall have full scope; trust me my Lord, I harbour no 
little jealousy. All in my breast is zeal for my king and 
country.

I will endeavour to make such an arrangement for the 
employment of those officers intended for the stafi by Colonel 
Wellesley, as I hope will meet with your Lordship’s appro
bation.

I have now to request your Lordship’s acceptance of my 
wannest acknowledgements, for the very handsome and
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towards me, and particularly on this occasion in your private 
letter of the 10th instant,*

I have the honour to be,
with most sincere regard and respect,

My Lord,
Your Lordship’s most faithful friend, 

and obedient servant,
D . Laird .

No. CXLX.
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Lord Clive to the M/irqum Welletley.

M y  DEAR L ord , Fort St. George, 25th Feb. 1801.

It was my original intention to have addressed your Lord- 
ship, in council, upon the subject of the present despatch ; 
but, reflecting that so formal a communication might convey 
an appearance of gloom that may not'be necessary, I judge 
it expedient to make application to your Lordship for an in
crease of native troops, through the channel of my private 
correspondence, being convinced that when your Lordship is 
fully apprized of the extent and urgency of our wants, they 
will receive your utmost consideration; and that provided the 
Bengal Government shall enable your Lordship to furnish 
the means, we shall not remain long without the requisite as
sistance. It has been no small mortification to me to have 
seen the attainment of internal tranquillity almost within our 
grasp, and to have been unavoidably baffled in the accom
plishment of that object by the want of a sufficient body of 
troops. It is probable that two thousand effective troops, 
which I hope Colonel Stevenson’s successes will, ere long, 
enable him to detach, would terminate the confusions in 
Dindigul: and that the addition of two thousand men for 
which I anxiously look to your Lordship, would produce ef
fects equally beneficial in the drears.

Captain James Bryant has inarched to the southward with 
ninety of my body-guard, including the men attached to the

* See p. 45L
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two gallopers, in a state of high order and efficiency; and I 
am sanguine that when they and the other troops ordered 
to reinforce Major Macaulay shall have reached their desti
nation, a good account will soon be given of the rebellious 
Polygars in Titvn'm lly.

I remain, with the greatest esteem,
My dear Lord,

most faithfully your’s,
Clive.

No. CXX.
The Marquess Wellesley to hk Excellency Lieut.-General Sir Ralph Aher- 

crotnhy, K.B., Commander-in- C hitfo fhk Majesty's Forces in Egypt. 
g IR  F o r t  W i l l i a m ,  F e b r u a r y  2 8 , 1801.

By an over-land despatch, which reached me on the bth 
instant,* I have been apprized of the important expedition 
destined, under your command, to effect the expulsion ot the 
French from Lgypt. Ply the same despatch 1 have had. the 
honour to receive his Majesty’s commands, signified to roe by 
the right honourable Henry Dundas, one of his Majesty s 
principal Secretaries of State, directing me to furnish a force 
from India for the purpose of co-operating on the coast of 
the Red Sea with an armament under Captain Sir Home Pop- 
ham, and of attempting a diversion in favour of the forces 
acting from Syria and from the coasts ot the Mediterra
nean. ,

I have the honour to enclose, for your information, er- 
tracts of my instructions to Major-General Baird under date 
the 10th instant, which will apprize you of the measures 
adopted under my orders for the execution oi his Majesty s
commands, t  .

• My- views of the proposed expedition, and the foundation
and objects of my instructions to Major-General Baird, and 
of their enclosures, may be more fully explained by the fol
lowing remarks; _

It appears improbable that the armament under Sir Home 
Popham will reach Mocha before the commencement of the

* S e e  p. 136. +  S ce  P- 4 4 0
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month of April, of in any event, before the conclusion of the 
month of March, 1801.

The navigation up the Red Sea is difficult in April, and 
extremely precarious from May until August, when the south
erly winds re-commence j but it is not absolutely impracti
cable to a good ship at any period of the season.

Sir Home Popham’s" squadron may, therefore, possibly 
reach the northern coasts of the lied Sea early in the mouth 
of May, but probably will not arrive before the month of 
June, 1801.

The difficulties of supplying an army proceeding from the 
Indian Seas to the coast of tire Red Sea are considerable. 
Supplies of every kind must accompany any force acting in 
that direction, and in some positions (particularly at Cosseir) 
the troops on shore must depend on the ships, even for the 
ordinary supply of water.

The necessity of furnishing such supplies leads to conse
quences which require the most particular and minute atten
tion. Whatever may be the disposable force in India, it 
would be impracticable at any season to move any consider
able division of that force towards the Red Sea without pre
parations of a nature which would require long previous no
tice, and which must occupy a great space of time. This 
difficulty arises, in a great degree, from the scarcity of salt 
provisions in India; no depot of salt provisions exists in any 
part of our possessions equal to the supply of any large body 
of Europeans, even for the period of six months ; the means 
of procuring a larger quantity of this necessary article are 
always precarious, and are limited by the nature of the cli
mate, which precludes the possibility of salting provisions at 
any port in India from the month of February to that of No
vember.

The tedious and precarious navigation up the Red Sea 
from April to August (during the prevalence of the northerly 
winds), and the equal difficulty of returning down the Red 
Sea (during the prevalence of the southerly winds), from Au
gust to April, render it an indispensable precaution to fur
nish any army destined for the coasts of the Red Sea with at 
least six months provisions of every kind.

The difficulties of procuring tonnage for the transport of a 
large force in India on any sudden emergency are also de-

THE MARQUESS WfiM.BSX.EY, TO .



'(f)! 1STUEUT.-GENEKAL SIR RALPH ABBHCKOMB'V.

serving of particular notice; the available tonnage of the port 
of Bombay is not considerable, that of Madras is extremely 
limited, that of Calcutta, however, at certain periods of the 
season, is of great extent.

No large armament can be provided with transports in 
India without aid from the port of Calcutta. Bombay, or Ma
dras in the most favourable season of the year cannot furnish 
transports, properly equipped, to convey even a small body 
of troops on a long voyage without a notice of several 
weeks; at certain seasons of the year, the state of the wea
ther renders the resources of the ports of Calcutta and Ma
dras unavailable for the purposes of a naval and military ar- 
manent. No ship can leave the port of Calcutta, without diffi
culty, from the middle of March to the commencement of No
vember, and the port of Madras cannot be approached or 
quitted with safety from the commencement of October to the 
close of December. In addition to these circumstances the ton
nage ordinarily available at the port of Calcutta is usually 
pre-occupied, and has actually departed for the purposes of 
commerce previously to the middle of March; a large pro
portion of it usually departs before the end of January.

Adverting, therefore, to the nature and extent of the re
quisite supplies of provisions, to the available resources of the 
several ports in India, and to the course of the seasons in 
these climates, it is manifest that a demand upon all or upon 
any of these ports to send a large body of troops to tin; Red 
Sea, could in no case be effectually answered without a con
siderable degree of delay. »

To supply the means of movement to an army acting on the 
coast of the Red Sea is a matter of still greater difficulty, and 
requires a longer period of preparation. It would he desir
able that, cattle of every description should be provided arid 
transported from India, because it is, at least, uncertain whe
ther our troops could procure the requisite cattle in the 
country. But the length and difficulty of the voyage from 
India must render the transport of cattle by sea tedious and 
precarious at all seasons, and at certain times absolutely im
practicable. Without the command of some means of move
ment it would be difficult for an army even to retain posses
sion of Suez and Cosseir with any advantageous effect upon 
the operations of the force under your command.



In your present important situation, it is necessary that 
you should be seasonably and accurately apprized of these 
facts, and of my opinions resulting from them, in order that 
you maybe enabled to form a correct view of the measures al
ready adopted in India in obedience to his Majesty’s commands, 
and also that you may estimate our future means of co-oper
ating with you, if the war in Egypt should be protracted.

The embarrassments enumerated in the preceding para
graphs would be infinitely aggravated if the main body, or 
any considerable division of the enemy should be at liberty 
to act against the force landed on the coasts of the Red Sea. 
A sense of this danger induced me to determine never to 
attempt the establishment of a body of troops on the coasts 
of the Red Sea, until I could be absolutely certain of sup
port from a body of British troops acting on the side of 
the Mediterranean. No reliance, in my judgment, could 
prudently be reposed in the single assistance of the Turkish 
army. The existing state of affairs in India, until the month 
of October, 1800, also precluded the possibility of an attempt 
to send troops from India to the Red Sea; the amount of 
our disposable force (until that period of time) being limited 
by disturbances, which had prevailed on the frontier of My
sore, and by various important political considerations inti
mately connected with the tranquillity and security of our 
recent conquests in the Peninsula.

Concurring, therefore, most Cordially in the spirit of intima
tions repeatedly conveyed to me by the Earl of Elgin, re
specting the advantage of an early and vigorous effort for the 
expulsion of the French from Egypt, the considerations al
ready stated induced me to confine the movements from In
dia towards the Red Sea to desultory operations on a limited 
scale, until I received his Majesty’s commands for the adop
tion of a more extensive plan in concert with a British force 
acting from the Mediterranean.

My opinions with regard to a material branch of this im
portant question were confirmed by the judgment of that 
active, able, and experienced officer Rear-Admiral Blankett; 
in pursuance of our combined views, I, therefore, concerted 
with him the expedition, of which the particulars are stated 
in my instructions to Major-General Baird. I flatter myself 
that the active operations of this force, which proceeded up
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the Red Sea under Rear-Admiral Blankett’s command on tlie 
28th of December from Bombay, will serve to create an im
pression in Egypt favourable to your progress, and will mate
rially interrupt the enemy’s supplies.

The state of affairs in Europe precluded the possibility of 
any early intimation of the designs of his Majesty’s ministers 
against the French in Egypt, and accordingly no intimation 
from his Majesty’s ministers of any intention to employ a force 
from the Mediterranean in Egypt reached me until the 6th 
instant.

In the month of October, however, being relieved from the 
pressure of any demand in India, and having adverted to the 
state of affairs in Europe and Egypt, I thought it advisable 
to use the precaution of assembling in the ports of the Island 
of Ceylon, at Madras, and Bombay, the largest disposable 
force which could be spared.

The force thus assembled in the month of December 1800, 
under my orders of the preceding month of October, was in
tended to wait his Majesty’s eventual commands, which I sup
posed might have reached me in the month of November, or 
at the latest period in December 1800. I directed that this 
force should be equipped and furnished with the necessary 
provisions and supplies ; and by commencing these arrange
ments at the opening of the season for salting provisions, I 
was enabled to command such a supply of the article of salt 
provisions, as, if now ordered, would riot be procurable before 
the month of December 1801, or of January 1802. A similar 
advantage enabled me to secure the necessary transports at 
the proper season; and for this purpose I was compelled to 
employ the whole available tonnage of the port of Calcutta.

To provide effectually from India cattle and the means of 
movement even for 8,000 men on the coasts of the Red Sea, 
a greater quantity of tonnage would be requisite, than the 
ports of India could furnish, unless most of the Indiamen in 
addition to the country shipping, were applied to the pur
pose. In such a case the commercial investment of the Com
pany could not proceed. The inconvenience and expense at
tending such an armament could be justifiable only by the 
positive certainty that the Government in India would be re
quired to send a powerful armament into the Red Sea, but 
the intentions of his Majesty’s ministers being unavoidably



unknown to me in the month of October 1800, I could not 
proceed so far on my conjectural opinion as to incur such a 
degree of positive inconvenience and expense with a view of 
meeting a contingent demand.

If his Majesty’s commands could have readied India within 
the months of November' or December 1800, the Govern
ment of India might certainly have afforded you a more sea
sonable and effectual aid. On the other hand, if any season
able and effectual diversion can now be made from India on 
the coasts of the Red Sea, it is evident, that the possibility of 
making such an effort with any prospect of success must re
sult from the preparations commenced-in India in the month 
of October previously to the receipt in India of any intima
tion of his Majesty’s commands.

In my instructions to Major-General Baird you will find 
a statement of the amount of the force which I have ordered 
to proceed up the Red Sea, in addition to that already act
ing there under Rear-Admiral Blankett, and to that expected 
under Sir Home Popham.

1 his force considerably exceeds the amount required by 
his Majesty's commands ; I am convinced that the limitation 
of the force, stated in his Majesty's commands, was dictated 
exclusively by an estimate of the disposable force of India, 
and of the difficulty of supplying for the purpose of opera
tions on the coast of the Red Sea any larger force than that 
required by his Majesty’s commands.

The advantage of creating in that quarter the most power
ful diversion which may be practicable from India, is evident; 
and as the measures taken previously to the arrival of his 
Majesty’s commands will, I trust, enable me to secure a suffi
cient supply of provisions for the force which I now employ,
I hope I shall meet your wishes, and shall fulfil the spirit of 
his Majesty’s commands by this considerable augmentation of 
the army destined to co-operate with your movements.

Major-General Baird -sailed from Calcutta on the 14th in
stant; he will probably reach Trineomalt' by the 24th instant; 
and as Colonel Wellesley has been at that port ever since the 
close of December, 1800, for the purpose of regulating all 
the necessary preparations, I trust that the forces may leave 
Ceylon towards the close of this month; and may reach 
Mocha before the end of March.

• eojx.
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According to those calculations, which appear to be most 
correct, it is scarcely possible that Sir Home Popham can 
arrive at Mocha at as early a period of time as the armament 
from Ceylon. The division from Bombay will probably arrive 
at Mocha nearly at the same period of time with the arma
ment from Ceylon.

I am apprehensive that no part ©f the armament either 
from England or from India, will reach Suez or Cosseir early 
enough to afford any essential aid to the operations of your 
army, unless the commencement of your campaign should 
have been postponed beyond the period indicated in Mr. Se
cretary Dundas’s despatches {by which it appears that your 
arrival on the coast of Syria was expected in December, 1S00,) 
or unless your operations should be protracted to the month 
of June or July.

1 trust, however, that the expedition under Rear-Admiral 
Blankett may produce a salutary impression; and I  am per
suaded that you will be convinced that every practicable effort 
has been made by the Government of India, not only to exe
cute bis Majesty’s commands with promptitude and alacrity, 
but even to anticipate their object, and to extend their spirit. 
You may rely with the fullest confidence on the activity, 
enterprize and intelligence of the officers to whom I have en
trusted the command of the forces from India, Major-General 
Baird led the memorable assault of Seringapatam on the 4th 
of May, 1799; that gallant officer will omit no possible effort 
to second your exertions. Colonel Wellesley held an impor
tant command and was much distinguished in the war against 
Tippoo Sultaun. Since the conclusion of that war, he has 
acquired additional reputation by his able and spirited con
duct in the chief command of the forces employed in the late 
campaign against the insurgent Dhoondiah.

It will he extremely deniable that you should endeavour, 
as soon as possible, to open a correspondence with Rear- 
Admiral Blankett, and Major-General Baird, or with the 
officers commanding the land and sea forces, in the Red 
Sea.

The plan of operations must necessarily be to seize Suez 
and Cosseir, to endeavour to effect a junction with your army, 
and to occupy Upper Egypt, while out naval force shall inter
cept tbe supplies of the enemy from the Red Sea.

l* l  M m v l * l  MEUT.-GKNEHAL SIR RALPH ABERCROMBY. \ff llk  I



The great difficulty will be the means of movement; § fear 
that it v, ill be impracticable to remove this difficulty by any 
effectual assistance from India,'before the commencement of 
the next season. In the meanwhile, I  shall exefjt every pos
sible endeavour to transport to the Red Sea, such cattle as 
may be most useful; and I trust that the magnitude of the 
force from India will secure whatever means of movement may 
be found in the country. By the possession of the sea-coast, 
any body of troops which Major-General Baird may find it 
practicable to move, will he enabled to act with more confi
dence and effect in the interior of the country; the consider
ation of this advantage was a primary motive for augmenting 
the force to the greatest practicable extent; since it is to be 
rationally presumed, that the amount of the force which may 
be able to act in such a situation, must always increase, in 
proportion to the magnitude of the whole army, from which 
it must derive support.

I have given directions to the commanding officers to 
employ their earliest exertions for the purpose W opening a 
safe and speedy communication with your army.

Every exertion will be made under my orders at the several 
Presidencies in India, to furnish a constant and regular supply 
of provisions, and of all necessary articles for the troops com
posing the armament in the Reel Sea. I have directed the 
proper agents to be appointed for this express duty. Although 
the prevailing winds in the Red Sea from the middle of April 
to the conclusion of August, are unfavourable to the passage 
of ships up that Sea, yet the voyage not being impracticable 
to ships of a good construction and well equipped, it is my 
intention, that ships shall be despatched in succession with 
supplies of provisions and stores from the three Presidencies, 
and from Ceylon; and directions have been given accordingly 
to hire ships for this purpose, and to despatch them succes
sively, (as speedily as they can be laden with provisions) to 
Mocha, or to such other place as may he appointed for a 
general depot. The principal difficulty will be, that of pro
curing salt provisions for the European troops; as the season 
for salting is elapsed, and will not re-commence in any part of 
India until the month of November. I expect, however, that 
a considerable supply of this article may be procurable from 
the American and Danish ships, which frequent the ports of
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Ttfiaia, and which usually import salt provisions as an article 
of trade.

ft appears to me to be possible, that the war in Egypt may 
be protracted to another campaign; for that event I shall make 
the earliest preparations; and if the troops now sent into the 
Red Sea should secure an establishment, I hope in the next 
season to be able to reinforce the native infantry to a consi
derable extent, and possibly to add a body of European 
and native cavalry, with a further augmentation of horse 
artillery.

I shall hope to receive early and constant intelligence from 
you; it may he proper to apprize you, that a letter from 
Brigadier-General Koehler, dated Jaffa, the 9th of July, 
1800,* did not reach me until the 21st instant.

The channels of correspondence now open to India are, 
Constantinople, Aleppo, Bagdad, Bussorah, Mocha, and 
Muscat. The despatches should he addressed through the 
persons named in the margin.f

I am apprehensive that this despatch may not reach you in 
time to admit of your deriving any advantage from the com
munication, I shall forward copies of it by Aleppo and Mocha, 
and a copy under a flying seal for the perusal of the Earl of 
Elgin; and of Mr. Duncan, the Governor of Bombay.

I request you always to use a flying seal to such of your 
despatches as shall be addressed to me through Constantino
ple or Bombay, for the perusal of the Earl of Elgin, and of 
the Governor of Bombay, f shall always communicate your 
despatches to the Governor of Fort St. George. His Lord- 
ship, and the Governor of Bombay will receive my orders to 
attend to any applications which you may transmit directly 
to them.

If  his Majesty’s commands had reached me at an ear
lier period of the season, I should have endeavoured to 
proceed to the western side of India, for the purpose of 
accelerating the supplies towards the Red Sea, and of super-

* S e e  p a g e  309 .
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x fe, -wq̂ intending more immediately the details of the expedition; at 
present I fear it will not be practicable for me to quit this 
Presidency, before the month of December, 1801.

I have the honour to he, 
with the greatest respect, Sir,

Your Excellency’s most obedient, 
and faithful servant,

W ellesley.

No. CXXI.

The Marquess Wellesley to the Right Hon. Henry Danilas.

S i r ,  F o r t  W illia m , M a rc h  7 th , 1801.

1 have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your des
patch of the 34*th of June, 1800, accompanying his Majesty’s 
commission under date the 7tli of August, 1800.*

I request you to lay before his Majesty my respectful sense 
of the honour which he has heen graciously pleased to con
fer on me by vesting in my hands the powers and authorities 
specified in that commission.

1 have the honour to be, Sir, ,
Your obedient and humble servant,

W e l l e s l e y .

* T h e  C o m m is s io n  a p p o in t in g  th e  M a rq u e s s  W e lle s le y  C a p ta in -G e 
n e ra l  an d  C o m m a n d e r - in -C h ie f  o f  a ll th e  L a n d  F o rc e s  se rv in g  in  th e  
E a s t  In d ie s  w as a s  fo llo w s :—
George the Third, by the Grace of God, of Great Britain, France, and Ire

land, King, Defender of the Faith, and so forth, to a/l to whom these pre
sents shall come, greeting:
W h e re a s  th e  u n i te d  C o m p a n y  o f  M e rc h a n ts  o f  E n g la n d  t r a d in g  to  th e  

E a s t  I n d ie s ,  b y  t h e i r  c o m m iss io n  u n d e r  th e  sea l o f  th e  sa id  C o m p a n y , 
h e a r in g  d a te  th e  s ix th  day  o f  O c to b e r ,  O n e  th o u s a n d  seven  h u n d r e d  a n d  
n in e ty -se v e n , h av e  a p p o in te d  o u r  r ig h t  t r u s ty  a n d  e n t i r e ly  b e lo v ed  c o u s in  
a n d  c o u n s e l lo r  R ic h a rd  W e lle s le y , M a rq u e s s  W e lle s le y  ( th e n  E a r l  o f  M o rn -  
in g to u ) ,  o f  o u r  k in g d o m  o f  I r e la n d ,  a n d  B a ro n  W e lle s le y , o f  W e lle s le y , 
in  o u r  e o u n ty  o f  S o m e rs e t , in  our K in g d o m  o f  G r e a t  B r i ta in ,  a n d  K n ig h t  
o f  th e  m o s t i l lu s t r io u s  o r d e r  o f  S a in t  P a t r ic k ,  t o  b e , d u r in g  th e  p le a s u re  
o f  th e  sa id  C o m p a n y , G o v e rn o r-G e n e ra l  o f  th e  sa id  P re s id e n c y  o f  F o r t  
W illia m  in  th e  B a y  o f  B e n g a l, a n d  o f  a il th e  to w n s  an d  te r r i to r ie s  th e r e 
u n to  b e lo n g in g , a n d  o f  a ll a n d  s in g u la r  th e  f o r t s ,  f a c to r ie s ,  s e t t le m e n ts ,



tem ls»  t e r r i to r ie s ,  c o u n tr ie s  an d  ju r is d ic t io n s  w ith in  th e  s o u b a h s h ip  o f  B e n 
g a l ,  a n d  o f  a n d  f o r  a ll  th e  a ffa irs  w h a ts o e v e r  o f  t h e  sa id  C o m p a n y  in  th e  
B a y  o f  B e n g a l, a n d  o th e r  th e  p la c e s  a n d  p ro v in c e s  th e r e to  b e lo n g in g  in  
th e  E a s t  I n d ie s ,  to g e th e r  w ith  a ll  a n d  ev e ry  th e  p o w e rs  a n d  a u th o r i t ie s  
c o m m it te d  a n d  g iv e n  to  th e  G o v e rn o r-G e n e ra l  o f  B e n g a l  f o r  th e  t im e  
b e in g ,  b y  an y  a c t  o r  a c ts  o f  p a r l ia m e n t  th e n  in  f o r c e ;  a n d  by  a n o th e r  c o m 
m iss io n  u n d e r  th e  se a l o f  th e  sa id  C o m p a n y  b e a r in g  d a te  th e  s a m e  s ix th  
d a y  o f  O c to b e r ,  O n e  th o u s a n d  sev en  h u n d re d  a n d  n in e ty -s e v e n , h av e  a p 
p o in te d  th e  s a id R ic h a r d  M a rq u e s s  W e lle s le y ,G o v e r n o r - G e n e r a l  a n d  C o m -  
m a n d e r - in -C h ie f  o f  th e  F o r t  a n d  G a r r is o n  o f  F o r t  W illia m  in  B e n g a l ,  o f  
th e  to w n  o f  C a lc u tta ,  a n d  o f  a ll  th e  fo rc e s  w h ic h  th e n  w e re , o r  t h e r e a f te r  
s h o u ld  b e  e m p lo y e d  in  th e  se rv ic e  o f  th e  sa id  u n i te d  C o m p a n y , w ith in  
th e  sa id  f o r t ,  g a r r i s o n  an d  to w n , a n d  th e  sa id  C o m p a n y  h av e  a ls o  f ro m  
tim e  to  t im e  a p p o in te d  o fficers  to  b e  C o m m a n d e r s - in -C h ie f  o f  th e i r  fo rc e s  
a t  th e  sa id  p re s id e n c y  o f  F o r t  W ill ia m  in  B e n g a l ,  a n d  th e i r  p r e s id e n c ie s  
o f  F o r t  S t .  G e o rg e  a n d  B o m b ay  re sp e c tiv e ly , a n d  a lso  h av e  o c c a s io n a lly  
a p p o in te d  p e r s o n s  to  b e  C o m m a n d e r s - in -C h ie f  o f  a l l  th e  sa id  C o m p a n y ’s 
f o rc e s  in  th e  E a s t  I n d i e s ; A n d  w h e re a s  w e h a v e  f ro m  tim e  to  t im e  c a u s e d  
d e ta c h m e n ts  o f  o u r  la n d  fo rc e s  to  b e  e m p lo y e d  in  th e  F.ast; In d ie s  fo r  th e  
p r o te c t io n  o f  th e  B r i t i s h  t e r r i to r ie s  th e r e ,  a n d  th e  a n n o y a n c e  o f  o u r  e n e 
m ie s  in  th o s e  p a r ts . ;  A n d  w h e re a s  d ifficu ltie s  h a v e  a r is e n  a n d  m a y  a r is e  
in  t h e  d i r e c t io n  a n d  e m p lo y m e n t o f  o n r  sa id  f o rc e s ,  in a s m u c h  a s  th e  sa m e  
a re  u n d e r  th e  im m e d ia te  c o m m a n d  o f  officers c o m m is s io n e d  b y  U s , a n d  
n o t  b y  th e  sa id  C o m p a n y , a n d  W e  a re  d e s iro u s  o f  p re v e n t in g  s u c h  diffi
c u l t ie s  b y  g iv in g  a u th o r i ty  t o  th e  sa id  R ic h a rd  M a rq u e s s  W e lle s le y  to  a c t  
as C a p ta in -G e n e ra l  a n d  C o m m a n d e r - in -C h ie f ,  o f  a l l  o u r  f o rc e s  in  th e  
E a s t  I n d ie s ,  a n d  th e r e b y  to  p u t  u n d e r  h is  o r d e r s  a n d  d ire c t io n s  a ll  o u r  
l a n d  f o rc e s ,  as w e ll as th e  m i l i ta ry  fo rc e  in  th e  se rv ic e  o f  th e  sa id  u n i te d  
C o m p a n y  w h ic h  m a y  b e  e m p lo y e d  in  th o s e  p a r t s  ; N o w  k n o w  y e , th a t  
W e  r e p o s in g  especial" t r u s t  a n d  c o n f id e n c e  in  t h e  p r u d e n c e , c o u ra g e , a n d  
lo y a l ty  o f  th e  sa id  R ic h a rd  M a rq u e s s  W e lle s le y , h av e  m a d e , c o n s t i tu te d ,  
a n d  a p p o in te d , a n d  do  by  th e s e  p r e s e n t s  m a k e , c o n s t i tu te ,  a r id  a p p o in t  
t h e  sa id  .R ich a rd  M a rq u e s s  W e lle s le y  o u r  C a p ta in -G e n e ra l  a r id  C o m m a n d -  
e r - in - C h ie f ,  o f  a l l  a n d  s in g u la r  o u r  la n d  f o rc e s  e m p lo y e d  o r  t o  b e  e m 
p lo y e d  in  o u r  se rv ic e  w ith in  a n y  o f  lire  B r it ish  t e r r i to r ie s  in  I n d ia ,  a n d  in  
a l l  p a r ts  w ith in  th e  l im its  o f  th e  e x c lu s iv e  t r a d e  o f  th e  sa id  u n i te d  C o m 
p a n y  d u r in g  o u r  p le a s u re ,  to  o r d e r ,  d o , a n d  p e r fo r m  a ll th in g s  w h a ts o 
e v e r , w h ic h  d o  o r  o u g h t  to  b e lo n g  to  th e  office o f  o u r  C a p ta in - G e n e r a l  
a n d  C o m m a n d e r - in -C h ie f  o f  o u r  la n d  fo rc e s , w i th in  th e  p a r t s  a fo re s a id  ; 
a n d  g e n e ra l ly  to  o r d e r ,  d o , a n d  p e r fo rm  a ll a n d  w h a ts o e v e r  fo r  u s , a n d  in  
o u r  n a m e , o u g h t  to  b e  d o n e  in  th e  c o m m a n d , o r d e r ,  a n d  d ir e c t io n  o f  o ttr  
s a id  f o rc e s ,  a n d  a lso  o f  a l l  m i l i ta ry  fo rc e s  w h a ts o e v e r  in  th e  p a r t s  a f o re 
sa id  w h ic h  th e  s a id  R ic h a rd  M a rq u e s s  W e lle s ley  is  n o t  a u th o r iz e d  a n d  
e m p o w e re d  to  o r d e r ,  d o , a n d  p e r f o r m , by  v i r tu e  o f  th e  sa id  c o m m iss io n s  
f ro m  th e  sa id  u n i te d  C o m p a n y ; i t  b e in g  o u r  g r a c io u s  w ill a n d  in te n t io n  
b y  th is  o u r  c o m m is s io n , t o  g iv e  t o  th e  sa id  R ic h a rd  M a rq u e s s  W e lle s le y  
fu ll  p o w e r  a n d  a u th o r i ty  to  o r d e r ,  d i r e c t ,  an d  c o n t r o u l  a ll  m il i ta ry  f o rc e s  
e m p lo y e d  o r  to  b e  e m p lo y e d , i n  th e  te r r i to r ie s  a n d  p a r ts  a fo re s a id , in  a ll

If W )i i f i l
\*A  <Sb?> )/7  the right hox. henky oundas, 4 6 7 ^ 1 1 i
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x j f r  -w ^ > 4 a sc3 to  w h ich  th e  c o m m iss io n s  so g r a n te d  by  th e  sa id  u n i te d  C o m p a n y  to  
th e  sa id  R ic h a rd  M a rq u e s s  W e lle s le y , c a n n o t  e x te n d  f o r  w a n t o f  p o w e rs  
in  th e  sa id  C o m p a n y  fo r  t h a t  p u r p o s e ;  a n d  w e d o  h e re b y  c o m m a n d  a ll  
o u r  officers a n d  so ld ie rs  w h o  a r c  o r  sh a ll be e m p lo y e d  in  o u r  la n d  se rv ic e  
w ith in  an y  o f  th e  te r r i to r ie s  a n d  p a r ts  a fo re sa id , to  a c k n o w le d g e  a n d  o b e y  
th e  sa id  R ic h a rd  M a rq u e s s  W e lle s le y  a s  th e i r  C a p ta in -G e n e ra l  an d  C o m - 
m a n d c r - iu - C h ie f ; h u t  n e v e r th e le s s  w e d o  s t r ic t ly  e n jo in  an d  c o m m a n d  
th e  sa id  R ic h a rd  M a rq u e s s  W e lle s le y , in  th e  e x e r c is e  o f  th e  p o w e rs  a n d  
a u th o r i t ie s  g iv e n  to  h im  b y  th e s e  p r e s e n ts ,  to  o b s e rv e  a n d  obey  a ll s u c h  
in s t r u c t io n s ,  o r d e rs  an d  d i r e c t io n s  f ro m  t im e  to  t im e ,  a s  th e  sa id  R ic h a rd  
M a rq u e s s  W e lle s le y , sh a ll re c e iv e  f ro m  th e  f irs t C o m m is s io n e r  f o r  th e  
a ffa irs  o f  In d ia ,  o r  f ro m  a n y  o f  o u r  p r in c ip a l  s e c re ta r ie s  o f  s ta te  ; P ro v i
d e d  a lw ay s , a n d  o u r  W ill a n d  P le a s u re  is , th a t  i f  th e  sa id  R ic h a rd  M a r 
q u e s s  W e lle s le y  sh a ll c e a se  to  b e  G o v e rn o r-G e n e ra l  o f  th e  p re s id e n c y  o f  
th e  B r i t is h  t e r r i to r ie s  in  B e n g a l as a fo re s a id , th e n  a n d  f ro m  th e n c e f o r th  
a l l  a n d  ev e ry  th e  p o w e rs  a n d  a u th o r i t i e s  h e re b y  g iv e n  to  th e  sa id  R ic h a rd  
M a rq u e s s  W e lle s ley  sh a ll c e a s e , d e te rm in e , a n d  b e c o m e  v o id , a n y  th in g  
h e re in  c o n ta in e d  to  th e  c o n t r a r y  n o tw i th s ta n d in g . I n  w itn e ss  w h e re o f  
w e  h av e  c a u s e d  th e s e  o u r  l e t t e r s  to  b e  m ad e  p a te n t .  W itn e s s  O u r s e l f  a t  
W e s tm in s te r ,  th e  s e v e n th  d ay  o f  A u g u s t,  in  th e  f o r t i e th  y e a r  o f  o u r  

r e ig n .
B y  Writ of P riv y  Seal, Yorke.

General Orders by his Excellency the most noble the Governor-General in 
Council, under date the 26th of February, 1801.

T h e  G e n e r a l  O ffice r h o ld in g  th e  c o m m iss io n  o f  C o iu m a n d e r - in -C b ie f  
f o r  th e  t im e  b e in g  o f  h is  M a je s ty ’s fo rc e s  in  th e  E a s t  I n d ie s ,  w ill f i ll ,  a c 
c o r d in g  to  f o rm e r  u s a g e , a ll a p p o in tm e n ts  a n d  c o m m iss io n s  w h ic h  m ay  
b e c o m e  v a c a n t  in  h is M a je s ty ’s a rm y  se rv in g  in  th e  E a s t In d ie s ,  s u b je c t  
a s  h e re to fo re  t o  h is  M a je s ty ’s p le a s u re .

A ll  r e tu r n s  o f  h is  M a je s ty ’s  la n d  fo rc e s  s e rv in g  in  th e  E a s t  I n d ie s ,  a ll 
a p p l ic a t io n s  f o r  le av e  o f  a b s e n c e , a n d  a ll  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  r e s p e c t in g  th e  
i n te r n a l  r e g u la t io n  o f  h is  M a je s ty ’s sa id  fo rc e s , a r e  to  be t r a n s m it te d  as 
h e r e to fo r e  t o  th e  G e n e ra l  O ffice r  h o ld in g  th e  c o m m is s io n  o f  C o m m a n d e r -  
In -C h ie f  fo r  th e  t im e  b e in g  o f  h is  M a je s ty ’s s a id  fo rc e s  se rv in g  in  th e  
E a s t  In d ie s ,  w h o  w ill r e p o r t  th e  sa m e , to g e th e r  w i th  a ll  o th e r  d e ta i ls  r e 
s p e c t in g  th e  sa id  fo rc e s , to  h is  E x c e l le n c y  th e  G o v e rn o r -G e n e ra l  in  

C o u n c il .
B v  c o m m a n d  o f  h is  E x c e l le n c y  th e  m o s t n o b le  th e  G o v e rn o r-G e n e ra l  

in  C o u n c il.
G. H. B arlow ,

C h ie f  S e c re ta ry  to  th e  G o v e rn m e n t .

Xyj«£ ' G“i x
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The Earl of Elgin to the Marquess Wellesley.

C o n s ta n t in o p le ,  D e c e m b e r  1 6 th , 1800 .

My d e a r  L ord , [R e c e iv e d  10th M a rc h , 1801]

The present opportunity for writing to India, finds me in 
the midst of a very particular deal of pressing business; and 
I must therefore request your indulgence while I put down in 
this form, and very hastily, the communications which I am 
desirous of making to you to-day.

The intelligence from Vienna, contained in the extracts of 
my correspondence from thence requires no comments.

The conduct of Russia is, the most extraordinary ; I fear 
that not only an embargo is laid upon our shipping in the 
Russian ports; but, that upon some quarrel happening on 
board of one of our vessels, several have been burnt. Such 
at least, is a report believed at the Porte. The cause of this 
embargo is differently stated. I doubt, if any answer can 
have been received from England on the application from Pe
tersburg}), to know the determination of the King relative to 
Malta; and I rather presume that the only provocation, 
if so it may be called, that the Emperor has received, arises 
from Lord Carysfort, who, it seems, was requested to convey 
the demand of Russia to England, and declined taking upon 
himself such a commission. The demand in itself appears to 
have been, not only whether the king would cede to Russia, 
a part of the fortress, and receive in it a Russian Government,
(an arrangement which had been in agitation when the block
ade was to have been carried on by Russians, as well as us,) 
but also, the demand of an explanation why no mention of the 
Russians was made in the capitulation; and the place taken, 
exclusively in the name of Great Britain.

The Emperor is, no doubt, very much hurt with this suc
cess of ours, by which the favourite object of his ambition 
and anxiety, is wholly in our hands. He is also highly 
offended with our conduct in regard to neutral navigation, 
and particularly from our sending a fleet into the Sound, in 
aid of Lord Whitworth’s negotiation at Copenhagen.

— ''\ V \
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He now dreads, that we may effectuate the rescue of Egypt; 
and I have reason to believe, that lie intends attempting to 
obtain from Buonaparte, the ratification of the convention of 
El-Arish; although at the time, that convention was a source 
of the most violent animadversion, and indeed made one cause 
of the Emperor’s breaking with us. I mention this, not that 
I know it positively, hut because the mode in which the notice 
came to me, is a very strong indication, that, whether that 
step be, or not, adopted, the Emperor means to thwart, as 
far as possible, our present expedition against '.gypt; unless 
lie lias time to take a share in it, and secure t«. himself the 
advantages of the success.

Whether one considers the Emperor’s feelings and temper, 
or the strong inducements Prussia, Sweden and Denmark, 
have to carry Russia along with them, in what is denominated 
the Confederacy of the North; or the encouragement, which 
Prance will find means of applying, for the maintenance of 
that system, and occupying the Emperor’s mind with i t ; at 
all events, we must for the present expect, I conceive, every 
unfriendly proceeding on the part of Russia.

Hitherto, the Porte continues very steady; its exertions 
at this moment, in aid of the expedition against Egypt, how
ever trifling in comparison with the exertions of other Euro
pean Governments, do certainly far exceed whatever before 
has been seen here; and although much pressed by Russia, 
and even by Prussia, to slacken in its reliance on us, the 
Sultan promises fair, to do whatever he can to assist us in the 
present moment.

Believe me, ever, my dear Lord, 
with sincere respect,

Your faithful humble servant,
E lgin.



No CXXIII.
The Marquess Wellesley to the Hon. Jonathan Duncan.

S 1R,  F o r t  W il l ia m , M a r c h  1 9 th , 1801.

I have judged it proper to address letters to the principal 
Arabian chieftains, occupying the territory on the coasts of 
the Red Sea, inviting them to make a common cause against 
the enemy. The letters in question are transmitted under 
cover to Major-General Baird, by the present despatch.* In 
those letters, I have signified to the Arab chieftains respec
tively, that Major-General Baird will make proper presents 
to them on my part. I therefore request that you will imme
diately provide, and transmit to Major-General Baird such 
presents as may appear to you proper for that purpose. A 
list of the persons to whom I have thought proper to address 
letters is enclosed.

I t would be advisable to furnish Major-General Baird with 
a sufficient number of articles not only to provide the presents 
above-mentioned, but to make occasional donations to others, 
when good offices may be engaged by similar gratuities.

The Honourable Company’s broker at Mocha, may perhaps 
have the means of providing a considerable portion of the 
articles necessary for the purposes above-mentioned; in 
that event, you will be pleased to issue orders to him ac
cordingly.

I have the honour to be, &c.
W e l l e s l e y .

(Enclosure.)

*To the Shereef o f Mecca, the Imaum o f Senna, and the Sultaun of Aden,

F o r t  W il l ia m , 1 9 th  M a r c h ,  1801 .

T h e  f r ie n d s h ip  a n d  h a rm o n y  w h ic h  d u r in g  a  lo n g  c o u r s e  o f  y e a rs  h a s  
f i rm ly  s u b s is te d  b e tw e e n  th e  su b lim e  P o r t e  a n d  h is  B r i t a n n ic  M a je s ty ,  is  
w e l l  k n o w n  to  y o u  $ t h a t  f r ie n d s h ip  h a s  b e e n  s t i l l  m o r e  c lo s e ly  c e m e n te d  
b y  t h e  fa ith le s s  c o n d u c t  o f  th e  F re n c h  to w a rd s  th e  O t to m a n  P o n e  j  th e  
F r e n c h  a re  n o w  b e c o m e  th e  c o m m o n  e n e m y  o f  b o th  s ta te s .  T h a t p e r f id i
o u s  p e o p le ,  d is r e g a r d in g  a l l  th e  o b l ig a t io n s  o f  f r ie n d s h ip  an d  th e  s t i p u l a 
t i o n s  o f  t r e a ty  h a v e  s e n t  f o r th  t h e i r  a rm ie s  to  in v a d e  th e  p e a c e fu l  p ro v in c e s  
o f  E g y p t ,  th e  a c k n o w le d g e d  t e r r i t o r y  o f  th e  O t to m a n  P o r t e ; w i th o u t  
u r g in g  th e  s l ig h te s t  p r e t e x t  to  j u s t i f y  th is  o u t r a g e ,  b u t  o n  th e  c o n t r a ry
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p r o fe s s in g  s e n t im e n ts  o f  p e r f e c t  f r ie n d s h ip  a n d  r e g a r d ,  th e s e  d is tu r b e r s  
o f  tiie  p e a c e  o f  n a t io n s  h a v e  c a r r ie d  w a r  a n d  d e s o la t io n  in to  th e  m o s t  
f r u i t f u l  p ro v in c e s  o f  t h e  e m p ir e ,  th e  v e n e ra te d  s a n c tu a r y  o f  th e  M a h o in e -  
d a n  f a i t h ; th e y  h a v e  a t t e m p te d  t o  e s ta b l is h  t h e i r  a u t h o r i t y  u p o n  th e  r u in s  
o f  y o u r  r e l i g io n ; th e y  h av e  n o w  u n e q u iv o c a l ly  d e c la re d  th e i r  r e s o lu t io n  
t o  m a in ta in  by  f o r c e  w h a t  th e y  h a v e  a c q u ir e d  by  tbs; v io la tio n  o f  e v e ry  
p r in c ip le  o f  p u b l ic  f a i th ,  a n d  o f  e v e ry  m a x im  o f  c iv il a n d  r e l ig io u s  o b l i 
g a t io n ,

1 e n te r ta in  to o  h ig h  a n  o p in io n  o f  y o u r  a t ta c h m e n t  to  th e  in te r e s ts  a n d  
in d e p e n d e n c e  o f  th e  p a r e n t  s t a te ,  a n d  o f  y o u r  z e a l  f o r  th e  s u p p o r t  o f  th e  
r e l ig io n  w h ic h  y o u  r e v e re ,  to  b e l ie v e  t h a t  y o u  c a n  h a v e  w itn e s s e d  w i th o u t  
in d ig n a t io n  a n d  a la r m ,  th is  u n e x a m p le d  in s ta n c e  o f  th e  in o r d in a te  a m b i t io n  
a n d  p e r f id io u s  c o n d u c t  o f  th e  F r e n c h  n a t io n .

I a m  p e r s u a d e d  y o u  c a n n o t  v iew  w i th  u n c o n c e r n  th e  a m b i t io u s  a n d  e n 
c r o a c h in g  s p i r i t  o f  th e  F r e n c h  n a t io n  w h ic h , u n r e s i s te d ,  m u s t  in e v i ta b ly  
c o m p le te  th e  d o w n fa ll  o f  th e  M a h o m e d a n  a u th o r i ty ,  n o t  o n ly  in  E g y p t ,  h u t  
in  a l l  she  n e ig h b o u r in g  t e r r i to r ie s ,  a n d  m u s t  e s ta b l is h  t h e  s u p r e m a c y  o f  
th e  F re n c h  p o w e r  in  th e  m o s t  s a c re d  s c a ts  o f  t h e  M a h o n )e d a n  re l ig io n .

I t  h a s  b e e n  th e  u n ifo rm  p o l ic y  o f  th e  F re n c h  to  e n d e a v o u r  to  d is a rm  th e  
r e s e n tm e n t  o f  th e  p e o p le ,  w h o se  c o u n t r y  th e y  h av e  in v a d e d , b y  p r o fe s s in g  
th e  m o s t a m ic a b le  in te n t io n s ,  a n d  b y  p r e te n d in g  t h a t  th e  so le  m o tiv e  o f  
t h e i r  a c tio n s  is  t o  m i t ig a te  th e  ty r a n n y  o f  o p p re s s iv e  g o v e r n m e n ts ,  to  e s ta 
b l i s h  th e  in d e p e n d e n c e  o f  o p p r e s s e d  n o t io n s ,  a n d  to  s e c u re  to  m a n k in d  th e  
f u l l  e n jo y m e n t  o f  c iv il a n d  r e l ig io n s  r ig h ts .  B y  th e s e  in s id io u s  a r t s ,  th e  
F r e n c h  h av e  s u c c e e d e d  in  r e d u c in g  to  th e i r  a b s o lu te  p o w e r  m a n y  o f  th e  
s t a te s  o f  E u r o p e ,  w h ic h  th e y  h a v e  in v a d e d  a n d  ra v a g e d , w i th o u t  th e  s l i g h t 
e s t  p r e t e x t  o r  p ro v o c a t io n .

T h e y  h a v e  e m p lo y e d  th e  s a m e  m e a n s  to  r e c o n c i le  th e  in h a b i ta n ts  o f  
E g y p t  to  t h e i r  u n p r o v o k e d  v io le n c e  a n d  u n ju s t  u s u r p a t io n ,  a n d  th e y  w ill 
e n d e a v o u r  to  p r a c t i c e  th e  s a m e  p e r f id io u s  p o lic y  fo r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  s u b ju 
g a tin g -  th e  r e m a in in g  d e p e n d e n c ie s  o f  th e  O t to m a n  e m p ir e  in  A ra b ia .

T h e y  w ill l a b o u r  t o  im p re s s  y o u  w ith  a  b e l ie f  o f  t h e i r  a m ic a b le  d is p o s i
t i o n ,  a n d  o f  t h e i r  r e g a r d  fo r  th e  s a n e t i ty  o f  y o u r  r e l i g io n ; u n d e r  th e  p r e te n c e  
o f  e s ta b l is h in g  y o u r  in d e p e n d e n c e , th e y  w ill e n d e a v o u r  t o  s u b v e r t  y o u r  
g o v e r n m e n t ,  a n d  to  e r e c t  th e i r  ty r a n n o u s  m is r u le  u p o n  i t s  ru in s .

W i th  th e  m o s t  f r ie n d ly  s o l ic i tu d e ,  I  w a r n  yo u  to  ta k e  e x a m p le  f ro m  th e  
u n h a p p y  f a te  o f  o t h e r  s ta te s ,  a n d  to  b e w a re  o f  y ie ld in g  to  th e  in s id io u s  
p r o fe s s io n s  o f  a  n a t io n ,  w h ic h  h a s  fo r f e i te d  a ll  p r e te n s io n s  to  c r e d i t  b y  a 
s y s te m a t ic  c o n te m p t  o f  th e  o b l ig a t io n s  o f  p u b l ic  f a i th ,  a n d  o f  t h e  e s ta 
b l is h e d  la w  o f  n a t io n s ,  e s p e c ia lly  b y  t h e i r  u n p ro v o k e d  a n d  u n ju s t i f ia b le  
in v a s io n  o f  E g y p t .

Y o u  h a v e  n o  o t h e r  s e c u r i ty  f o r  th e  p r e s e r v a t io n  o f  y o u r  in d e p e n d e n c e , 
a n d  f o r  th e  m a in te n a n c e  o f  y o u r  r i g h t s ,  th a n  a  d e te r m in a t io n  to  r e s i s t  
th e  f o r c e ,  a n d  t o  f r u s t r a t e  th e  f r a u d s  o f  th e  F re n c h  n a t io n .

Y o u  a re  c a lle d  u p o n ,  th e r e fo r e ,  by  e v e r y  m o tiv e  o f  in te r e s t  a n d  o f  s e lf -  
p r e s e r v a t io n ,  b y  e v e ry  p r in c ip le  o f  n a t io n a l  h o n o u r  a n d  r e l ig io u s  a t t a c h 
m e n t ,  to  u n i te  y o u r  e f fo r ts  w ith  th e  c o m b in e d  e x e r t io n s  o f  th e  B r i t i s h  
p o w e r , a n d  o f  th e  O t to m a n  s ta te ,  f o r  th e  e x p u ls io n  o f  th e  F re n c h  f ro m
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E g y p t .  A fo rm id a b le  a r m y  o f  T u r k i s h  t r o o p s  is  a l r e a d y  a c t in g  w ith  
v ig o u r , f o r  th e  p u r p o s e  o f  d isp o s se s s in g  th e  F re n c h  o f  th e i r  u s u r p e d  a u th o 
r i ty  in  E g y p t ,  an d  a  n u m e ro u s  b o d y  o f  B r i t i s h  t r o o p s  n o w  c o - o p e r a te s  i n  
E g y p t  w ith  th e  a rm y  o f  th e  p o r t s ,  in  e ffe c tin g  th e  e x p u ls io n  o f  th e  F r e n c h  
f ro m  E g y p t.

W ith  a  v iew  to  se eo n d  th e  o p e r a t io n s  o f  th is  C o m b in ed  a rm y , I  h a v e  
d e ta c h e d  a  c o n s id e ra b le  fo rc e  o f  E u ro p e a n  an d  n a t iv e  t r o o p s  f ro m  In d ia ,  
to  u n i te  in  a  j o i n t  e f fo r t  fo r  th e  e x p u ls io n  o f  th e  c o m m o n  e n e m y . T h is  
m e a s u re  w h ile  i t  fa v o u rs  th e  su c ce ss  o f  th e  o p e r a t io n s  to  b e  c a r r ie d  o n  f ro m  
th e  s id e  o f  S y r ia ,  a n d  t h e  M e d i te r r a n e a n  is c a lc u la te d  to  p ro v id e  fo r  th e  
s e c u r i ty  o f  th e  M a h o u ie d a n  p o s s e s s io n s , o n  th e  A r a b ia n  sid e  o f  th e  R e d  
S ea .

A s th e  e x is te n c e  o f  th e  M a h o u ie d a n  d o m in io n  in  A ra b ia ,  a n d  th e  in te r 
e s ts  o f  th e  M a h o m e d a n  r e l ig io n  a re  o b v io u s ly  c o n c e r n e d . in  th e  e x p u ls io n  
o f  th e  F re n c h , I c a n n o t  d o u b t  that; y o u  w ill e m p lo y  a ll  th e  r e s o u r s e s  o f  
y o u r  c o u n tr y ,  a n d  th e  in f lu e n c e  o f  y o u r  a u th o r i ty  in  p r o m o tin g  th e  su c c e ss  
o f  th e  p r o je c te d  e n t e r p r i s e ;  I  am  th e  m o re  in d u c e d  to  r e ly  u p o n  y o u r  e x e r 
t io n s  b y  th e  r e p o r t  w h ich  h a s  b e e n  m a d e  to  m e  b y  C a p ta in  W ils o n ,  a n d  by  
L ie u te n a n t -C o lo n e l  M u r r a y ,  (w h o  w e re  d e p u te d  u n d e r  vny o r d e rs  t o  th e  
R e d  S e n ,)  o f  th e  f r ie n d ly  d isp o s it io n  w h ich  y o u  e n te r ta in  to w a rd s  th e  B r i 
t ish  n a t io n .

I  t r u s t  y o u  w ill e m p lo y  e v e ry  e f fo r t  t o  p r o c u re  an d  to  fa c i l i ta te  th e  des
p a tc h  o f  p ro v is io n s , a n d  o f  s to re s  to  th e  t ro o p s  e m p lo y e d  in  t h e  R e d  S ea , 
t h a t  y o u  w il l  fu rn is h  a  r e in fo r c e m e n t  o f  th e  t r o o p s  o f  y o u r  c o u n tr y  to  a c t  
w i th  t h e  B r i t i s h  a r m y , a n d  th a t  y o u  w ill e n c o u r a g e  th e  se v e ra l c h ie fs  a n d  
s ta te s  i n  A r a b ia ,  a n d  in  E g y p t ,  to  m a k e  c o m m o n  c a u s e  a g a in s t  th e  c o m m o n  
e n e m y  o f  y o u r  n a t io n , a n d  o f  th e  B r i t i s h  p o w er.

M a jo r - G e n e r a l  B a ird  th e  c o m m a n d e r - in - c h ie f  o f  th e  I n d ia n  fo rc e s ,  o r  a  
p r o p e r  p e r s o n  d e p u te d  b y  h im , w ill h a v e  th e  h o n o u r  to  d e liv e r  to  y o u  th is  
l e t t e r ,  an d  w ill p r e s e n t  to  y o u  a few  a r t ic le s ,  th e  p r o d u c e  o f  E u r o p e ,  a n d  
o f  th is  c o u n t r y ,  as a  to k e n  o f  m y  f r ie n d s h ip  an d  r e g a rd .

I  r e q u e s t  y o u r  f a v o u ra b le  a t te n t io n  to  th e  s u g g e s tio n s  an d  a p p l ic a t io n s  
w h ic h  m a y  b e  m a d e  o n  m y  p a r t  fo r  y o u r  a s s is ta n c e  in  p r o m o tin g  t h e  o b je c t  
o f  th e  e x p e d i t io n .

F o r  th e  r e s t ,  b e liev e  m e  a n x io u s  fo r  a c c o u n ts  o f  y o u r  w e lfa re , & c.
W b l o e s u b y .

(A  true C o p y .)  N .  B .  E dmonstone,
S e c r e ta r y  to  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t .
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THE g o v e r n o r - g e n e r a l ,  TO

No. CXXIV.

The Governor-General to the Visier of Owle.

6 th  A p r i l ,  1801 ,

I have had the honour to receive your Excellency’s let
ter.* The general spirit and tenour of this communication

* From the Vizier.
R e c e iv e d  1 4 th  M a r c h ,  1801.

I  h a d  t h e  h o n o u r  to  r e c e iv e  y o u r  L o r d s h ip ’s f r i e n d ly  l e t t e r  th r o u g h  
L ie u te n a n t - C o lo n e l  S c o t t ,  o n  th e  2 n d  o f  S lto w a u l ( o r  2 2 n d  J a n .  1 8 0 1 * ) , 
a n d  1 h a v e  fu lly  u n d e r s to o d  th e  w h o le  o f  i t s  c o n te n ts .

Y o u r  L o rd s h ip  w r i te s ,  t h a t  “ y o u r  L o r d s h ip  h a d  l e a r n e d  w ith  g r e a t  
a la rm  a n d  c o n c e r n ,  f r o m  nay  le t te r s  to  C o lo n e l  S c o t t ,  t h e  p r o b a b i l i ty  o f  a  
f a i lu r e  i n  p r o v id in g  f o r  t h e  c h a rg e s  o f  t h e  in c re a s e d  f o r c e ,  w h ic h  h a d  
b e e n  f u r n i s h e d  th e  p r e c e d i n g  y e a r  f o r  t h e  p r o te c t io n  o f  m y  c o u n tr y .

W ith  a  v ie w , th e r e f o r e ,  t o  re m o v e  y o u r  L o rd s h ip ’s  c o n c e r n  o n  th a t  
h e a d ,  I  b e g  le a v e  to  s t a te  a s  fo l lo w s :

T h e  o c c a s io n  o f  m y  w r i t in g  to  t h a t  e f fe c t  i n  m y  c o m m u n ic a t io n s  w i th  
C o lo n e l  S c o t t  w as th i s  :

Y o u r  L o r d s h ip  f o r m e r ly  w ro te  to  m e ,  d e s i r in g  th a t  I  w o u ld  c o m m u n i
c a te  w h a te v e r  w as u p o n  m y  m in d  to  C o lo n e l  S c o t t ;  f r e e ly  a n d  w i th o u t  
r e s e r v e ,  as  a n y  c o n c e a lm e n t  a n d  re se rv e  i n  c o m m u n ic a t in g  m y  s e n t im e n ts  
to  C o lo n e l  S c o t t ,  w h o  w a s  t h e  m e d iu m  o f  in te r c o u r s e  b e tw e e n  th e  tw o  
S ta t e s ,  w o u ld  be  p r o d u c t iv e  o f  e m b a r ra s s m e n t  a n d  im p e d im e n t  in  o u r  
m u tu a l  c o n c e r n s .

T h e r e f o r e ,  w h e re a s  i n  y o u r  L o rd s h ip ’s f o r m e r  l e t t e r  i t  w a s  w r i t te n ,  
t h a t  “  b y  m e a n s  o f  t h i s  r e f o r m  I  sh o u ld  o b ta in , f u n d s  f o r  t h e  d is c h a rg e  o f  
th e  w h o le  o f  th e  e x p e n c e s  o f  th e  C o m p a n y ’s a d d i t io n a l  t r o o p s ; ”  a n d  
w h e re a s  in  y o u r  L o r d s h ip ’s s e c o n d  l e t t e r  i t  w as w r i t te n  t h a t ,  “  f o r  th e  
p u r p o s e  o f  p ro v id in g  f o r  t h e  a d d i t io n a l  e s p e a c e s  w h ic h  w e r e  n o w  b e c o m e  
in d i s p e n s a b ly  n e c e s s a ry  f o r  t h e  d e fe n c e  o f  m y  c o u n tr y ,  w i th o u t  a d d in g  to  
m y  in c u m b r a n c e s ,  i t  w o u ld  b e  su ff ic ien t t o  d is b a n d  th e  m u t in o u s  b a t t a 
l io n s  i n  m y  s e rv ic e ;”  a n d  w h e re a s  in  t h e  l e t t e r  f ro m  h i s  E x c e l le n c y  S i r  
A lu r e d  C l a r k e  it w as w r i t t e n  t h a t ,  “  e c o n o m y  w o u ld  n o t  b e  th e  l e a s t  o f  
th e  a d v a n ta g e s  r e s u l t i n g  t o  m e  f ro m  a  r e f o r m  in  m y  m i l i t a r y  e s ta b l is h 
m e n t ; ”  a n d  w h e rea s  a t  t h e  c lo s e  o f  th e  s t a te m e n t  o f  th e  a d d i t io n a l  fo rc e  
w h ic h  C o lo n e l  S c o t t  d e l iv e r e d  to  m e  b y  y o u r  L o rd s h ip ’s  o r d e r s ,  i t  w as  
w r i t t e n  t h a t ,  “  th e  c h a r g e s  o f  th e  a d d i t io n a l  t r o o p s  w e r e  t o  b e  p ro v id e d  
fo r  b y  t h e  d is b a n d in g  o f  m y  o w n .”

T h e r e f o r e ,  s in c e  th e  r e s o u r c e s  p r o v id e d  b y  d is b a n d in g  m y  t r o o p s  w e re  
in a d e q u a te  t o  s u p p ly  th e  e x p e n c e s  o f  t h e  C o m p a n y ’s ( a d d i t io n a l)  f o rc e s

* S ee  p a g e  4 2 9 .



—n\ \

from your Excellency have excited my serious concern.
Your Excellency’s conduct on this important occasion has 
been as unexpected, as it has been evidently incompatible 
with your approved character of wisdom, prudence, and at
tachment to the Company. The magnitude of the questions 
discussed in my last address to your Excellency; the alarm
ing facts submitted to your observation, and the necessary 
conclusions deduced from those facts, and from your own re
iterated declarations, might have been expected to have en
gaged your Excellency's deliberate and sincere attention, and 
to have induced you to enter into the subject of my proposi
tions with a spirit of candour and justice. With what senti
ments then must my mind be afflicted, when I perceive that 
your Excellency has met my anxious endeavour to avert the 
evils now menacing your dominions, not by an open and dis
tinct consideration of the alternative proposed to you, but by a

( in  c o n fo rm ity  t o  y o u r  L o rd s h ip ’s d e s ire  th a t  I  w o u ld  u n re s e rv e d ly  c o m 
m u n ic a te  m y  s e n t im e n ts  t o  C o lo n e l  S c o t t  u p o n  a l l  s u b je c ts ) ,  i t  b e c a m e  
n e c e s s a ry  f o r  m e  to  s ta te  th o s e  c ir c u m s ta n c e s  to  C o lo n e l  S c o t t  j t h a t  is ,  
to  d e s ire  th a t  i n  c o n f o rm i ty  to  t h e  se v e ra l w r i t in g s  (a b o v e  q u o te d )  h e  
w o u ld  p ro v id e  t h e  n e c e s s a ry  r e s o u rc e s .

I n  th e  c o u r s e  of th e s e  c o n fe re n c e s  a n d  c o m m u n ic a t io n s ,  h o w e v e r ,  n o  
im p e d im e n t  o f  a f fa ir s  o c c u r r e d ,  a n d  n o  f a i lu re  o r  d e f ic ie n c y  w h a te v e r  w as  
e x p e r ie n c e d  in  th e  d is c h a rg e  o f  t h e  e x p e n c e s  o f  th e  n e w  tr o o p s , a n d  in  
t h e  p a y m e n t  o f  th e  K is ts  o f  th e  f ix e d  su b s id y . O n  th e  c o n t r a ry ,  thoBe 
e x p e n s e s  an d  K is ts  w e re  p u n c tu a l ly  p a i d ;  a c c o r d in g ly  th e  K is t  o f  th e  
f ix e d  su b s id y , a n d  th e  c h a rg e s  o f  t h e  a d d i t io n a l  t r o o p s ,  h a v e  b e e n  c o m 
p le te ly  p a id  to  t h e  e n d  o f  J a n u a r y  1801 , a n d  C o lo n e l  S c o t t  h a s  e x p r e s s e d  
h i s  a c k n o w le d g m e n ts  o n  th e  o c c a s io n .

A s  m y  c o n s e n t  to  th e  firs t p r o p o s i t io n  is a l to g e th e r  im p ra c t ic a b le  ( a c 
c o r d in g ly  I  h a v e  a l r e a d y  w r i t te n  a n  a m p le  re p ly  t o  th a t  p ro p o s i t io n ,)  a n d  
a s  i t  is  im p o s s ib le  f o r  m e , w ith  m y  o w n  h a n d s , t o  e x c lu d e  m y s e lf  f ro m  
m y  p a t r im o n ia l  d o m in io n ,  ( fo r  w h a t  a d v a n ta g e  s h o u ld  I d e r iv e  f ro m  sc 
d o in g  ?) th is  th e r e f o r e  is  a  m e a s u re  w h ic h  1 w ill n e v e r  a d o p t .

W ith  r e s p e c t  t o  w h a t  y o u r  L o r d s h ip  w r ite s  a b o u t  p r o v id in g  a  t e r r i t o 
r i a l  re s o u rc e  f o r  t h e  p a y m e n t  o f  th e  B r i t i s h  t r o o p s ,  s in c e  I h a v e  n o t  in  
a n y  w ay  d e la y e d  o r  n e g le c te d  to  d is c h a rg e  th e  K is ts  f o r  th e  e x p e n s e s  o f  
t h e  t r o o p s ,  b u t  h a v e  p a id  th e m  w ith  p u n c tu a l i ty ,  w h e re  is th e  o c c a s io n  
f o r  r e q u i r in g  a n y  te r r i t o r i a l  r e s o u r c e ?  I  e x p e c t  to  d e r iv e  th e  m o s t  s u b 
s ta n t ia l  p ro fits  f r o m  b r in g in g  in to  a  f lo u r is h in g  c o n d i t io n  th is  c o u n t r y ,  
w h ic h  h a s  so  l o n g  b e e n  in  a  s ta te  o f  w a s te  a n d  r u i n ;  b y  a  s e p a ra tio n  of 
t e r r i t o r y  m y  h o p e s  of th e s e  s u b s ta n t ia l  p ro f i ts  w o u ld  be  e n t i r e ly  c u t  o ff  
a n d  a  g re a t  lo s s  w o u ld  a c c ru e . H o w  th e n  c a n  I  c o n s e n t  to  an y  t e r r i t o 
r i a l  c e s s io n  ?

III *SL
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studious suppression of' the most material facts of the case, 
by an erroneous representation of the only argument which 
you have noticed, and by an evident design to evade the irre
sistible inference resulting froin your Excellency’s former 
communications both with Colonel Scott, and with me. 
Deeply lamenting the temper, and disposition of mind, in 
which your Excellency appears to have entered into this most 
arduous discussion, most painful regret has been occasioned 
by the conclusion of your Excellency’s letter, in which you 
have peremptorily rejected, without qualification, both the 
propositions which I had submitted to your choice, for the 
preservation of the combined interests of the Company, and 
of your Excellency, in the province of Oude.

The unhappy counsels which have induced your Excellency 
to adopt this precipitate and inconsiderate measure leave me 
no alternative, but that of becoming an inactive spectator of 
the ruin of your Excellency’s, and of the Honourable Com-

C o lo n e l  S c o t t  h a s  a ls o  v e rb a l ly  c o m m u n ic a te d  to  m e  th e  d e m a n d  f o r  
t h e  e x p e n s e s  i n c u r r e d  b y  th e  C o m p a n y  a t  th e  p e r io d  o f  Z e rn a u n  S h a h ’s 
a p p r o a c h .  T a m  re a d y  to  d is c h a rg e  th e  e x p e n s e s  w h ic h  w e r e  f a i r ly  a n d  
a c tu a l ly  i n c u r r e d  b y  th e  C o m p a n y  u p o n  th a t  o c c a s io n . I w ill  r e im b u r s e  
t h o s e  e x p e n s e s  f ro m  w h a te v e r  r e s o u r c e s  a n d  in  w h a te v e r  m o d e  i t  m a y  b e  

p r a c t i c a b le .
I t  is  e q u a l ly  a  s u b je c t  o f  a s to n is h m e n t  a n d  c o n c e r n  t o  m e ,  t h a t  w h e r e a s  

u n d e r  t h e  fo rm e r  g o v e r n m e n t  th e  p a y m e n t  o f  th e  K is ts ,  th o u g h  so  m u c h  
s m a l le r  in  a m o u n t  th a n  th e  p r e s e n t ,  w as  c o n s ta n t ly  k e p t  in  a r r e a r  d u r i n g  
th r e e  o r  f o u r  m o n th s ,  th e  J u r n m a  o f  th e  c o u n tr y  w as d im in ish in g -  y e a r ly ,  
a n d  y e t  n o  s u c h  p r o p o s i t io n s  w e re  b r o u g h t  f o rw a rd , th e y  s h o u ld  b e  a g i 
t a t e d  u n d e r  th e  g o v e r n m e n t  o f  a  f r i e n d  w h o  h o p e s  f o r  e v e ry  t h in g  f ro m  
y o u r  L o rd s h ip ’s k i n d n e s s ; w h o  is  a n x io u s  t o  o b e y  y o u ,  a n d  to  m a n if e s t  
t h e  s te a d in e s s  o f  h is  a t t a c h m e n t ; w h o  p u n c tu a l ly  p a y s  t h e  f u l l  a m o u n t  o f  
t h e  K is ts ,  n o tw i th s ta n d in g  t h e i r  in c r e a s e d  a m o u n t ,  a n d  w h o  h a s  c o n 
f o r m e d  to  y o u r  L o rd s h ip .  A t a l l  e v e n t s ,  u p o n  y o u r  L o rd s h ip  I  r e s t  m y  

h o p e s  o f  p r o s p e r i ty .
T h is  is s u b s ta n t ia l ly  m y  r e p ly  t o  y o u r  L o r d s h ip ’s l e t t e r ,  w h ic h , w i th  a  

v ie w  to  r e m o v e  y o u r  L o r d s h ip ’s c o n c e r n ,  t h a v e  h a s t i ly  c o m m it te d  to  
p a p e r ,  a n d  n o w  t r a n s m i t  to  y o u r  L o rd s h ip . 1 a m  a b o u t  to  d ra w  u p  a  
p a r t i c u l a r  a n s w e r  t o  e v e ry  a r t i c l e  (.of y o u r  L o rd s h ip ’s l e t t e r ) .  I f  y o u r  
L o rd s h ip  b e  d e s i ro u s  o f  a  d e ta i le d  r e p ly  b e  p le a s e d  to  i n t im a te  th e  s a m e , 
a u d  I w ill  in  a  v e ry  s h o r t  s p a c e  o f  t im e  t r a n s m i t  s u c h  a  re p ly  to  y o u r  

L o rd s h ip .
N, U. E dmonstonk,

S e c r e ta r y  to  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t .
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^Sj3§m y'a  interests in the province of Oude, or of resorting to 
the most decisive steps for the purpose of averting those evils, 
which must inevitably flow from your Excellency’s adherence 
to your apparent determination of rejecting both the propo
sitions which I have submitted to your consideration.

In my last letter to your Excellency, I reviewed the em
barrassed situation of your affairs, and the distressed con
dition of your country; and expressed my unalterable con
viction, that no effectual security against the ruin of the gene
ral interests of the province of Oude would be provided, 
otherwise than by the adoption of the first plan proposed for 
your Excellency’s consideration.

I further informed your Excellency, that if you should 
unfortunately he persuaded to reject that salutary and advan
tageous proposal, the funds for the payment of the subsidy, 
must be placed without a moment of delay beyond the hazard 
of failure, and 1 concluded by declaring to your Excellency 
my determination to adhere with firmness to the tenor of that 
letter, as contain^ g principles from which the British Go
vernment could never depart.

1 lament that the facts and conclusions detailed in that 
letter should not have convinced your Excellency that my 
determination was the result of the most mature reflection, 
arising from a deliberate and dispassionate conviction of an 
insuperable necessity, and confirmed by your Excellency’s 
own representations, and by the progressive experience of 
every hour; and consequently that a decision formed with such 
deliberation, founded on such principles, and directed to such 
objects, would not he relinquished with levity, or precipi
tation.

Your Excellency has not controverted one of the facts or 
principles upon which that determination was founded. Re
cent events have enforced the spirit of both ; and have 
manifested, that the issue of these propositions must ulti
mately involve the fate of your fertile but decaying dominions, 
the security of the Company’s provinces, and the happiness 
of a numerous and industrious, but suffering people; en
trusted with the charge of such extensive interests, I am 
resolved never to recede from any measure, evidently de
manded by the exigency of my arduous duty.

1, therefore, now declare to your Excellency in the most



^ ^ S l i c i t  terms, that I consider it to be my positive duty to 
resort to any extremity, rather than to suffer the further pro
gress of that ruin, to which the interests of your Excellency, 
and the Honourable Company are exposed, by the continued 
operation of the evils and abuses actually existing m the 
civil and military administration of the province oi Qude.

With this view, I have repeated my former instructions to 
Lieut.-Colonel Scott; and I have directed him again to offer 
the two propositions contained in my last letter to your 
Excellency’s most serious consideration.

I trust that your Excellency in your answer to this letter, 
will signify your acquiescence in one or other of the proposi
tions submitted to you; and 1 entertaiii a confident hope of 
having the satisfaction to learn by your next despatch, that 
the necessary arrangements have actually been commence » 
if not concluded, for carrying into effect that proposition 
which may be most acceptable to you. I have judged it 
expedient to introduce these general observations at the com
mencement of this letter, for the purpose of impressing your 
Excellency with a solemn conviction of the importance or 
the occasion, and with a just sense of my fixed and unaltera
ble resolution to apply an effectual remedy without delay, to 
the existing abuses in the province of Qude.

T now proceed to reply more particularly to the statements 
contained in your Excellency’s letter ot the 
The manner in which you have been pleased to quote from 
my correspondence, and from the letters of Sir Alured Clarke, 
and of Lieut.-Colonel Scott, together with the inference which 
you draw from those papers, would warrant an apprehension, 
that the substance and spirit of all your Excellency s late 
communications to Lieut.-Colonel Scott, relative to the failure 
of your resources, had entirely escaped your memory. V our 
Excellency has hitherto described your embarrassments to 
have arisen, not merely from the charge of that part ot youi 
Excellency’s troops which you have thought fit to continue in 
y0ur service, but principally from the defective state oi the 
collections, and from the ruinous condition of the country. In
dependently of your Excellency’s repeated acknowledgement 
of the decline of your resources and revenues, and ot evils 
and abuses which pervade every branch of the administration, 
your Excellency in your letter to Lieut.-Colonel Scott ot the
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funds for the payment of the subsidiary force, has distinctly 
stated that your apprehension of the failure of the necessary 
funds arose not from the continued charge of your own useless 
and dangerous troops (the immediate reduction of which was 
obstructed solely by your Excellency’s intervention), but from 
the precarious state of the collections. I here transcribe your 
Excellency’s expressions from that letter: “ The state of the 
collections of the country is not unknown to you, you know 
with what, difficulties and exertions they are realized, and 
hence I frequently feel a great degree of solicitude and appre
hension, knowing that occasions of exigency often suddenly 
present themselves, lest, if I should fail at a season ot exi
gency in making the necessary provision, my responsibility 
should be impeached. I therefore wrote to you, that until I 
was secure of resources to answer the demands, I could not 
become responsible. Accordingly Jye Sook Roy has been 
directed to prepare a statement of the condition of the 
country, with respect to its resources. You shall be informed 
when it is ready, and you can then come and inspect it, and 
in concert, devise resources for the additional demands accor
ding to the actual assets.” Again in the same letter, your 
Excellency states, “ I am constantly in fear and apprehension 
lest, on account of the want of resources to supply all these 
heavy expences, any delay should occur in the liquidation ol 
the Kists, and my good faith be consequently impeached,” 
By this just and candid declaration, your Excellency has 
directly admitted the notorious and undeniable fact, that the 
apprehended failure of your resources is to be ascribed to the 
precarious realization of your revenues, and to the declining 
assets of the country. This declaration on the part of your 
Excellency, is a clear admission that the security ol the 
united interests of your Excellency, and the Honourable 
Company in providing for the defence of your Excellency’s 
territories, is exposed to imminent hazard.

Your Excellency however, in the letter to which 1 now 
reply, appears to have lost sight of the facts thus explicitly 
avowed, and, entirely admitting all reference to the declining 
state of the collections, and to the abusive administration of the 
G- . rnment of Oude, you now seem disposed to rest your 
complaint solely on the charges of that remaining portion of 
your troops, whose dismission from your service, has been
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policy, in direct opposition to tny advice.
I admit, with real concern, that your Excellency’s embarass- 

inents are greatly aggravated, by your determination to retain 
in your service, a considerable proportion of those licentious 
and disorderly troops, whose disaffection lias been proved irt 
every hour of trial, and whose turbulent spirit has repeatedly- 
violated the peace of the country , and endangered your autho
rity and your life.

It is, however, a source of great satisfaction to me, to reflect 
that the removal of this cause of embarrassment is within your 
Excellency’s own power; and I have directed the resident to 
take the most effectual means of affording you immediate 
relief in this respect, by accelerating the dismission of the 
remainder of your Excellency’s troops ; I have no doubt, that 
whatever accidental counteraction, or difficulty, may have 
occurred to prevent the resident’s success in completing the 
proposed reduction of your Excellency’s troops, will now be 
altogether removed; and that your Excellency will henceforth 
unite cordially and zealously with Lieut.-Colonel Scott in the 
final and complete accomplishment of a measure, the delay of 
which your Excellency now declares to be the principal, if not 
the sole cause of your embarrassments. It is indeed evident, 
that the resources expected from the reduction of y our troops 
cannot prove effectual, while your Excellency shall continue 
to delay the dismission of so large and expensive a part of 
your military establishments. But I must recall to your Ex
cellency’s recollection the fact, which you have so empha
tically acknowledged on former occasions, that the principal 
source of all your difficulties, is to be found in the state of 
the country.

I have repeatedly represented to your Excellency the 
effects of the ruinous expedient of anticipating the collections.
The destructive practice of realizing them by force of arms, 
the annual diminution of the Jumtiia* of the country, tin; 
precarious tenure by which the annuls and farmers hold their 
possessions; the misery of the lower classes of the people, 
absolutely excluded from the protection of the government, 
and the utter insecurity of life and property throughout the 
province of Oude.

* R e v en u e .
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Your Excellency lias not only admitted the existence of 
these inveterate evils, but has solicited the aid and interference 
of the British Government, as the only mode of remedy.

The transactions of every day in your Excellency’s domi
nions furnish additional proof, that; these evils augment to 
such an alarming degree, as must speedily impair the re
sources of the State, and must frustrate all your Excellency's 
efforts to fulfil your engagements with the British Govern
ment.

Your Excellency has recently seen within a few miles of 
your capital, an aumil employing the military force under his 
command to seize a number of Zemindars, who, with their 
families and their inhabitants, have deserted the villages 
which the aumil proposed to destroy by fire.

If such violent measures of extorting the revenues are 
employed under the walls of your Excellency’s palace, what 
must be the condition of your remote subjects ? From such 
a system the general desolation of the country must rapidly 
ensue"; and while the revenue and population of the districts 
are failing in every direction, on what foundation rests the 
security for the payment of the subsidy to the Company?

An immediate alteration in the system of management, 
affords the only hope of providing either for the security of 
the Company's military funds, or for any other interest in
volved in the fate of Oude.

* T h e  G o v e rn o r-G e n e ra l’s v iew s w e re  s u p p o r te d  by  th e  fo llo w in g  le t t e r  

f ro m  L ie u t - C o lo n e l  S c o t t ,  th e  R e s id e n t  a t  L u c k n o w ;- —
Mu Lord,

F u lly  se n s ib le  t h a t  th e  in fo rm a tio n  w h ich  I h av e  b een  a b le  to  c o n v ey  to  
y o u r  L o rd s h ip  r e s p e c t in g  th e  d is p o s it io n , th e  v iew s , an d  th e  a d m in is tr a 
t io n , o f  th e  N a w a u b  V iz ie r  h as  b e e n  v e ry  c ir c u m s c r ib e d  an d  im p e r fe c t ,  I  
f e e l  an  e a rn e s t  d e s ire  to  su p p ly  th e  d e fe c ts  b y  s u c h  o c ca s io n a l c o m m u n i
c a t io n s  as a r is e  f ro m  o b se rv a tio n  a n d  re fle c tio n .

A f te r  a t te n t iv e ly  s tu d y in g  th e  c h a r a c te r  o f  lu s  E x c e l le n c y , a n d  a c q u a in t 
in g  m y s e lf  as fa r  as  c i r c u m s ta n c e s  vvill a llo w , w ith  th e  g e n e ra l  te n o r  o f  h is  
p ro c e e d in g s , I  a m  le d  to  c o n c lu d e , t h a t  w h ils t h e  is d e te rm in e d  to  fu lfil, 
w ith  m in u te  r e g u la r i ty ,  th e  p e c u l ia r  e n g a g e m e n ts  w ith  th e  C o m p a n y , h is  
v iew s a re  d ire c te d  to  th e  e n jo y m e n t  o f  a  fu ll  a u th o r i ty  o v e r  h is  h o u se h o ld  
a f fa irs , h e re d ita ry  d o m in io n s , an d  s u b je c ts , a c c o rd in g  to  th e  m o s t  s tr ic t  
i n te r p r e ta t io n  o f  th e  c la u se  o f  th e  17 th  a r t ic le  o f  th e  t r e a ty  e x e c u te d  a t  
L u c k n o w .

I h ave  n o  c o n c e p tio n  th a t  h e  a s p ire s  e i th e r  n o w  o r  in  p ro s p e c t  to  p o l i t i 
c a l  in d e p e n d e n c e ; w h a t lie a im s  a t is th e  in d e p e n d e n t  m a n a g e m e n t o f  th e

vol. it. 2  r
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The necessity of such a change your Excellency has repeat- 
ally admitted, and you have accompanied that admission by 
an acknowledgement of your utter inability to carry into 
effect this indispensable reform. If any other proof were 
required of your Excellency’s inability to introduce spelt an 
effectual reform, that proof is to be found in the progressive 
and hourly aggravation of all the inveterate evils and abuses 
of the former government, notwithstanding the solicitude 
which your Excellency has upon all occasions professed, for 
the attainment of an improved system of administration.

Under these circumstances, to introduce a wise arid lenient 
system of administration, to diffuse happiness and prosperity

i n te r io r  c o n c e rn s  o f  his d o m in io n s , to  th e  e x c lu s io n  o f  a ll  in te r fe re n c e  
and  in sp e c tio n  on  th e  p a r t  o f  th e  E n g lis h  G o v e rn m e n t, and  to  th e  g ra d u a l 
d im in u tio n  o f  i ts  in f lu e n ce  over th e  in te rn a l a d m in is tra tio n  o f  h is c o u n try .

I n  fu r th e r a n c e  o f  th is  d e s ig n , a c c o rd in g  to  m y  ju d g m e n t ,  is th e  s u p 
p re s s io n  o f  th e  fu n c tio n s  o f  th e  m in is te r s  w ho  w ere  th e  c h a n n e ls  o f  c o m m u 
nications to  th e  R e s id e n t, and  th r o u g h  w hom  h e  m a in ta in e d , i f  n o t an  effi
c ie n t  c o n tro u l, n t le a s t  an  u se fu l in te rp o s it io n  in  th e  d e ta ils  o f  G o v e rn 
m e n t ,  w h ich  it is n o t v e ry  easy , i f  p o ss ib le , to  e x e rc ise , w h en  every  a r ra n g e 
m e n t  is co n c lu d ed  u n d e r  th e  eye  o f  th e  V iz ie r, and  d iscu ssed  on ly  a m o n g s t 
h is  p r iv a te  a g e n ts  and  co n fid en tia l ad v ise rs .

I f  I d isc o v e red  an y  a t te m p ts  o r  d isposition  to  in tro d u c e  a  sy s tem  o f  
o r d e r ,  ju s t ic e ,  a n d  en e rg y  in  th e  s ta te  j  i f  I saw  th e  N a b o b  V izier’s e x e r 
t io n s  d ire c te d  to  th e  p ro s p e r ity  o f  h is  d o m in io n s , an d  to  th e  h a p p in e s s  o f  
h is  su b je c ts , 1 sh o u ld  fee l n o  u n e a s in e ss  a t  th e  d e c lin e  o f  th e  R e s id e n t’s in 
te r fe re n c e  in  th e  o rd in a ry  in te r n a l  tra n sa c tio n s  o f  g o v e rn m e n t, s in c e  th e  
e x e rc is e  o f  i t  d o es  n o t  seem  to  h av e  b een  in ten d ed  b y  th e  la te  t r e a ty ,  an d  
is u n e q u iv o c a lly  d isavow ed  by  se v e ra l d ec la ra tio n s  to  h is  p re d e c e s so r , a n d  
s in c e  an  e ffec tu a l c o n tro u l o v e r th e  d o m in io n s  a n d  th e  p o li t ic a l  c o n c e rn s  o f  
th e  S o v e re ig n  is  fo rm a lly  e s ta b lis h e d  by  o u r  m il i ta ry  fo rc e , and  w ill b e 
co m e  m o re  v ig ila n t a n d  e x te n s iv e  in  p ro p o rtio n  as th a t  fo rc e  sh a ll b e  a u g 
m e n te d  and  d iffused .

B u t  w hen I sec a  p e rsev e ran ce  in  th e  sam e ab u se  an d  m ism a n a g e m e n t in  
th e  re v e n u e  c o lle c tio n s  w h ich  p re v a ile d  u n d e r  th e  fo rm e r  g o v e rn m e n t, 
w ith  th e  o n ly  d iffe ren ce , th a t  th e  f ru i t s  o f  th em  g o  in to  th e  p r iv a te  t r e a 
su ry  o f  th e  S o v e re ig n , an d  a re  c a re fu lly  hoarded  b y  h im  ; w hen  I  h e a r  o f  
th e  sam e o p p re ss io n s  and  e x to r t io n s ,  an d  obse rve  th e  sa m e  im b e c il i ty  in 
re s p e c t to  im p u n ity  o f  c r im es, I  c a n n o t  b u t feel th a t  th e  u n c o n tro lle d  a u 
th o r ity  is n o t e x e rc ise d  to  th e  p u rp o s e s  e x p e c te d ; a n d  th a t  th e  ru in  o f  th e  
c o u n try , c o m m e n c e d  in  a  r e ig n  o f  p ro fu s io n  a n d  in d o le n c e , w ill p ro g re s 
sively p ro ceed  in  a  re ig n  o f  p a rs im o n y  an d  d ilig en ce .

L u ck n o w , 1 have th e  h o n o u r ,  &c.
S e p t. 2 0 th , 1799. W . Scott.

T h e  R ig h t H o n o u ra b le  E a rl o f  M o rn in g to n , K .P .
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among your subjects, to restore the vigour of your resources, 
and to provide for the internal and external security and tran
quillity of the country, what means remain, but the substitu
tion of the Company’s management, in place of abuses, which 
your excellency’s hands cannot control ?

It would be vain and fruitless to attempt this arduous task 
by partial interference, or by imperfect modifications of a 
system, of which every principle is founded in error and 
impolicy, and every instrument tainted with injustice and cor
ruption.

After long and mature consideration, I offer to your Ex
cellency a renewal of my former declaration, “ that the pro
vince of Oude, cannot otherwise be preserved than by the 
gradual and regular operation of a system of administration, 
founded on principles of substantial justice, and of compre
hensive policy, and enforced by all the power and energy of 
the British Government.”

The complete introduction of the British authority and 
management in the civil, as well as military, administration of 
the province of Oude, would evidently combine more advan
tages to every party interested in the prosperity of that 
country, than could be attained by any other arrangement.
By the stipulations which form a part of the first of the two 
propositions offered to your Excellency's acceptance, your 
Excellency would be relieved from the cares and hazards of 
a situation to which you have declared yourself to be un
equal.

Effectual provision would be made for your comfort, afflu
ence, and dignity, and for the situation of your family. The 
sons of your deceased father, the widow of your late brother, 
and his reputed children, would be maintained from the re
sources of the State; the existing pensions and jagheers 
would be continued to the persons now entitled to those 
provisions. Your Excellency would be exonerated from a 
heavy but just, burthen, the debts of your predecessor; the 
happiness of your subjects, and the prosperity of your country 
would be established on adorable basis; the hazard of failure 
in the resources of the country, and the danger of internal 
commotion, and of external attack would no longer excite 
alarm.

But whatever may be your Excellency’s sentiments with
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respect to the first proposition, the right of the Company to 
demand a cession of territory, adequate to the security of the 
funds necessary for defraying the expence of our defensive 
engagements with your Excellency, is indisputable.

For the purpose of affording to your Excellency a more 
distinct view of the Company’s right to demand a cession of 
territory, I shall here state some of the leading principles on 
which that right is founded. The evils and abuses of the 
existing system of administration have gradually impaired the 
resources of the State, and these causes of decay in the re
venue of the country, must: continue to operate with increased 
effect, and ultimately must disable your Excellency from ful
filling your pecuniary engagements with the Company.

This argument is sufficiently proved by the actual state of 
the country and government.

In your last letter, your Excellency has indeed omitted your 
accustomed complaints of the state of the country and go
vernment ; but your Excellency’s repeated declarations to 
Lieut.-Colonel Scott,and to me, respecting the confused con
dition of your affairs, and the distress aad decline of the 
country, added to the notoriety of the fact, justify a serious 
apprehension of the approaching failure of those resources, 
on which the security for the payment of the subsidy must 
depend.

The punctuality of your Excellency’s present payments 
neither diminishes this apprehension, nor in any degree affects 
the right of the Company to a satisfactory security against 
the operation of evils, of which the existence is evident, and the 
effect certain. To refrain from demanding adequate security 
until the resources of the country shall actually have failed, 
would be to defeat all expectation of attaining the security to 
which the Company is entitled.

The resources which had been found inadequate to the 
regular payment of subsidy, must prove still more insufficient 
to support the additional burthen of a heavy arrear.

Your Excellency indeed, has pledged your private resources 
in addition to the resources of the state for the payment of 
the arrears of subsidy; hut the extent of your private re
sources is uncertain, and while that species of security, from 
its nature, must be fluctuating and precarious, it must also 
depend on the resources of the country, and consequently

©  « L
t- TDK COVBRXOlt-GENBRAI,, TO A p r i l ,



( I f 1 )1) (fix
t h e  vizier or o r  o r .  1

must be affected by the same causes which produce a failure 
in the payment of the subsidy. Neither the letter nor the 
spirit of the existing treaty could justify the British Govern
ment in delaying the demand of satisfactory security to a 
period of time, when such a demand must prove altogether 
nugatory. The intention of the contracting parties, could 
not have been to pledge their faith to an impracticable and 
fruitless stipulation. At the time when the treaty was con
cluded, your Excellency considered yourself to be bound to 
secure the Company against the evil effects of a failure in 
the pay ment of the subsidy. Your Excellency’s accession to 
the Musnud afforded a strong hope, that your prudence and 
exertions would improve the resources of the country to a 

* degree amply sufficient to secure the payment of the subsidy 
against any hazard of failure.

The disappointment of those hopes, cannot exonerate your 
Excellency from a responsibility which the altered state of 
circumstances has rendered more urgent. The intention of 
the British Government could not have been to confine its 
claim of security to a period of time, when the resources of 
the country should be inadequate to the payment of the 
subsidy, and to relinquish that claim, when the approaching 
failure of the public resources should hazard the irretrievable 
loss of that important branch of the Company’s revenue.
This right of demanding satisfactory security, is not confined 
to the extent of the established sum of 70 lacs of rupees. It 
is equally applicable to the funds necessary for defraying the 
expences of the additional force. The necessity of stationing th 
additional force, has been proved already, and the consequent 
rights of the Company under the existing treaty, arise from that 
necessity. Entertaining these sentiments, and having satisfied 
my judgment of the justice and necessity of the measures 
founded upon them, I was deeply concerned to read the un
qualified and peremptory expressions by which your Excellency 
has signified your absolute rejection of both my propositions, 
and especially of the first. Your I Excellency will be pleased to 
recollect, that this proposition is founded upon your own deli
berate and formal declaration, that you were utterly unable to 
administer the affairs of your government, that “ your mind was 
utterly withrawn from the government of a people, who were 
neither pleased with you, nor you with them; and with whose



evil dispositions, enmity, disobedience, and negligence, you 
were completely disgusted." The first proposition might seem 
to be acceptable to a prince, who had declared his determined 
resolution to abandon the cares and hazards of public life; 
to descend from the Musrrad; and to return to a private 
station.

Your Excellency must expect me to express some degree 
of surprize, that, under a manifest and encreasing aggrava
tion of all these circumstances of vexation and difficulty ; of 
embarrassed resources ; of internal discord; of popular dis
content and disaffection, your Excellency should now decline 
to enter into any discussion of your former resolution; and, 
although you originally solicited my attention to your desire 
of resigning the exercise of the government at a moment when 
your abdication was entirely unexpected by me, that you 
should now reject every possible modification ol your own 
-suggestion, declaring that your consent to the first proposition 
“ is altogether impracticable." I have already adverted to the 
inference, which your Excellency has drawn from the punc
tuality of your payments, “ that the necessity o f territorial 
security is wholly precluded" Your Excellency must have 
observed that my solicitude is directed to future events, and 
to the necessary and inevitable consequences of the distressed 
condition of the country, and of the increasing defalcation of 
the public resources. That your Excellency will continue to 
discharge with punctuality the current kists of the subsidy, 
as long as you can derive funds for the payment of them from 
the resources of your country, I am fully convinced; but 
under the ruinous system of the existing administration: 
under the operation of the evils, abuses, and oppressions 
which prevail throughout your country, on what security does 
your Excellency rely for the permanence of those resources, 
from which alone your Excellency is now enabled to fulfil 
your pecuniary engagements with the Company. Your Ex
cellency has virtually destroyed the force of any argument 
founded on the punctuality of your past payments, by ad
mitting the ruinous state of the country; by acknowledging 
your apprehension of an impending failure of your re
sources ; and by declaring your own incompetency to remove 
the causes of these evils.

Your Excellency in your last letter is pleased to state,
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that you “ expect to derive ample profits from bringing into 
a flourishing condition this country, which has so long been 
in a stale of waste and ruin,"

From an early period after your Excellency’s accession to 
the Musnud down to this day, your Excellency has never 
ceased to complain of the disorders and confusion existing in 
your dominions. Hitherto no effort has been made on your 
part to improve the system of your civil administration, or to 
avert the evils and dangers of which you have expressed 
your apprehension, and of which you have repeatedly expe
rienced the effects. It has always been evident to me, that 
those mischiefs were insurmountable by any exertion of your 
Excellency’s power. Under a similar impression your Ex
cellency has deliberately avowed your despair of introducing 
an} effectual reform into the system of your administration; 
but now, under the pressure of accumulated embarrassments, 
without any increase of power; without any additional means 
of acting ; without any change of principle or practice ; your 
Excellency suddenly announces, “ an expectation of ample 
prolits, by bringing the country into a flourishing condition.
Can your Excellency then reasonably hope to induce me, by 
this unsupported assertion, to rest the interests ot the Com
pany in the province of Qude, on a foundation so precarious 
and insecure as the expectation of an improvement, obstructed 
by the whole system of your government, and by every relative 
circumstance in the state of your affairs ? Your Excellency 
asserts, that “ your expectation of ample profits from the 
country will be entirely cut off, and that a heavy loss will
accrue” to your Excellency from what you have termed ' a
separation of your territory.” Would it then be a “ sepa
ration of your territory,” to place a portion of your dominions 
in the hands of those, with whose interests your own are 
indissolubly united ? whose justice placed you on the Mus- 
nud; and whose power now supports you m that exalted 
station ? Would it be a separation of territory, and a heavy 
loss of profit to your Excellency to consent, to an arrange
ment, under which the wise and benevolent administration of 
the Honourable Company would call forth all the resources 
of the ceded country, and would apply them to the defence 
of your remaining dominions, while the happiness and pros
perity of the people would he effectually secured?

Jjr

\* \  THE VIZIER OF OUDE. I  J



nS-*!>A territorial' cession would meet your Excellency’s explicit 
desire, contained in the following extract from your Excel
lency’s letter to Colonel Scott, of the 29th of Jetnaudy 
Oossany.

“ Let assets be pointed out and fixed once for all, for the 
realization of what it is intended to demand, so that hence
forth all cause of anxiety upon that head may be removed for 
ever, and no question of increase, nor any altercation ever 
after arise; for these repeated altercations are productive of 
anxiety and vexation."

Your Excellency has anticipated in these words a powerful 
argument ip favour of a territorial grant. By this measure the 
assets for the realization of what it is intended to demand, 
will undoubtedly be fixed once for all. Thenceforward all 
cause of anxiety upon that head will be effectually removed, 
and no question, nor any altercation can arise.

The tract of territory proposed to be ceded from the cir
cumstances of its situation will form a barrier, against the 
attempts of any external enemies to disturb the tranquillity 
of your Excellency’s remaining possessions, while the im
proved and flourishing state of the country, under the British 
administration, will relieve your Excellency from all appre
hension of the turbulence and disaffection of the Zemindars 
in that quarter.

As the districts to be ceded, will be taken at the amount 
of their actual Jumma, your Excellency’s finances, so far 
from suffering by the proposed commutation, would benefit 
in proportion to the amount by which the actual collections 
from those districts are inferior to their present jumma. 
With regard to the expectation which your Excellency may 
entertain of encreasing the produce of those districts, your 
Excellency is aware that the Jumma of a considerable por
tion of them is already fixed at as high a rate as can be 
expected, and that the collections have been secured solely 
by the ability and exertions of Almass Alt Khaun. The 
infirmities of old age and sickness, have induced him to 
become desirous of relinquishing that charge, and, whenever 
your Excellency shall commit those districts to other aumils, 
you must expect a diminution in the amount of the collections. 
With regard to the Jumma of the remaining districts, no hope 
can be reasonably entertained that it can ever be raised to the
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^^tandard  which it originally bore, when those districts passed 
into the possession of your Excellency’s family, unless the 
introduction of the wise and equitable administration of the 
British Government, should afford such a prospect.

In addition to these arguments it may In; observed, that the 
honour and dignity of your Excellency’s government will not 
in any degree be compromised by this arrangement, as the 
territory proposed to be ceded, was added to the posses
sions of your Excellency by the aid of the British arms, arid 
was not the original possession of your Excellency’s an
cestors.

Your Excellency lias lately beheld in the conduct of his 
Highness, the Soubadar of the Deccan, an example of the 
beneficial commutation of pecuniary payments of subsidy 
for a territorial cession; although the hazard of failure in his 
Highness’ territorial resources, bore no proportion to the 
dangers which menace the most alarming defalcation in those 
of your Excellency’s country, yet his Highness wisely con
sidered, that by securing the funds for the payment of the 
subsidiary force beyond the hazard of failure, he provided 
the most effectual security for the protection and prosperity 
of his dominions. Under circumstances of infinitely greater 
urgency, and of more confirmed necessity, I trust that your Ex
cellency will not neglect to profit by this salutary example.

I have thus stated to your Excellency the benefits and ob
jects of each of the two propositions submitted to you. I 
have endeavoured to demonstrate to your Excellency the 
superior security and advantage offered by the first propo
sition to your Excellency, to your family, and to your people;
I have explained the right, of the Honourable Company to 
require effectual and satisfactory security for the payment of 
subsidy against all future hazard of failure; and I have 
proved that no other security can be effectual or satisfactory, 
than an absolute and perpetual assignment of territory; and 
therefore that if your Excellency should unfortunately per
sist in declining the first proposition, the second will become 
unavoidable. I now repeat my .anxious hope that your Ex
cellency wall not refuse the benefits offered to your acceptance 
by the advantageous and honourable provisions] of the first 
proposition; at the same time it is my duty again to declare

the vizier of oui>e. S i  j



to your Excellency that if you should unhappily be induced 
to persist in your rejection of that salutary arrangement, it is 
my unalterable resolution never to recede from the just and 
indispensable demand of territorial security.  ̂ I shall accord
ingly wait with the utmost anxiety to hear from Lieutenant 
Colonel Scott that your Excellency has accepted one or other 
of the propositions.

I am much gratified to be informed by your Excellency that 
you are prepared to discharge the large arrears due on ac
count of the additional troops serving in the Province of Dude. 
Lieutenanant-Colonel Scott has received my directions to pre
sent the account to your Excellency, and as the charges 
therein stated have been actually incurred for a considerable 
period of time in the necessary defence of your Excellency’s 
dominions,! trust that, your Excellency will defray the amount 
without delay. It' is necessary on this occasion to communi
cate to your Excellency my decided opinion that a proportion 
of the expenses attending the embassy of Captain Malcolm 
and of Mehdi Ali Khaun into Persia is justly chargeable to 
your Excellency’s account. The primary object of both these 
embassies was the security of your Excellency’s dominions by 
averting the long threatened invasion of Zemaun Shah: 
Mehdi All Khaun was actually successful in exciting the Go
vernment of Persia to aid M ah mood Shah i n the recovery of 
his possessions; and Zemaun Shah has, in consequence, been 
diverted from carrying into effect those designs against your 
Excellency’s possessions which have recently been disclosed 
by the papers found in the palace of the late Tippoo Sultaun. 
Captain Malcolm has been employed in negociating an ar
rangement at the Court of Persia, calculated to prevent any 
return of the same danger to your Excellency’s dominions. 
The amount of these charges shall be hereafter stated to your 
Excellency. Your Excellency will adroit the obligation upon 
you to discharge a proportion of the expenses incurred for 
the express purpose of averting from your Excellency s ter
ritories the dangers of a formidable invasion. Butin the 
event of Your Excellency’s acceptance of the first proposition,
1 shall be ready to take into consideration an equitable modi
fication of the just demands of the Company upon you, as 
well as on account of the arrears of subsidy for the additional
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^^orce serving in Code, as on account of the charges.of both 

embassies to Persia, These demands, in the case supposed, 
may admit of considerable abatement.

Your Excellency signifies that, “ it is equally a subject of 
astonishment and concern to you, that, whereas under the 
former government the payment of the kists, though so much 
smaller in amount than the present, was kept constantly in 
arrear during three or four months, and the jutama of the 
country was diminishing yearly, and yet no such propositions 
(meaning the territorial cession) were brought forward, they 
should be agitated under your Excellency’s government, not
withstanding the punctuality of y our payments.” But the 
long delay which has occured in making this requisition, for 
territorial security, is an evident proof that the British Go
vernment was not disposed to make it until it became indis
pensably necessary. It has never been denied that the same 
evils, now the subject of complaint, have existed for a long 
course of years in the province of Oude. In proportion to 
the extent and continuance of the operation of such causes of 
ruin, their effect is the more to be apprehended; and the 
necessity of a remedy is become more urgent and indispen
sable. Your Excellency’s peculiar friendship and attachment 
to the Company, might be expected to .render you peculiarly 
interested in facilitating the success of the necessary arrange
ment. These considerations have contibuted to confirm my 
determination to effectuate the completion of the affairs of 
Oude, while your Excellency is seated on the Musnud ; for 
while I am convinced that these salutary measures may derive 
great advantage from your Excellency’s co-operation, I am 
equally satisfied, that they will tend to secure your own 
happiness and the prosperity of the country, 1 am sincerely 
anxious for the attainment of both objects; but the prosperity 
of the people of Oude, must be the invariable object of your 
Excellency’s solicitude and of the Company’s care.

With regard to your Excellency’s proposal of transmitting a 
detailed reply to my former letter, I beg leave to inform your 
Excellency, that any detailed reply, either to that letter or to 
this, appears to me to be unnecessary, confidently expecting th< 
your Excellency will afford the most acceptable and indisputa
ble testimony, which you can furnish of your real attachment to 
the Company, as well as of your wisdom and prudence and of
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Y 0 U r r e g a r d  f o r  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  y o u r  f a m i l y ,  a n d  o f  y o u r  

p e o p l e  b y  d e s p a t c h i n g  i n  r e p l y  t o  t h i s  f r i e n d l y  r e m o n s t r a n c e ,  

a  l e t t e r  c o n t a i n i n g  y o u r  E x c e l l e n c y ' s  u n e q u i v o c a l  a c c e p t a n c e  

o f  o n e  o r  o t h e r  o f  t h e  p r o p o s i t i o n s  w h i c h  h a v e  b e e n  o t t e r e d  

t0  y o u  A t  a l l  e v e n t s  L ieut.- C o l o n e l  S c o t t  h a s  r e c e i v e d  f u l l  

p o w e r s  t o  act i n  a n y  e x i g e n c y  w i t h o u t  f u r t h e r  r e f e r e n c e  t o  

m e ,  I  r e l y ,  h o w e v e r ,  o n  y o u r  E x c e l l e n c y  t o  u n i t e  c o r d i a l l y  

w i t h  C o l o n e l  S c o t t ,  i n  a  f i n a l  a n d  s a t i s f a c t o r y  a d j u s t m e n t  o f  

a l l  d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  t e n o r  o f  o n e  o r  o t h e r  o f  t h e  

p r o p o s i t i o n s  s u b m i t t e d  t o  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .
W  E L L E S E E Y .

No. CXXV.

The Earl of Elgin to the Marquess II'clleslei/.

C o n s ta n t in o p le ,  J a n u a r y  K ill), 1801. 

M Y  L o r d ,  [R e c e iv e d  2 3 r d  A p r i l ,  180 1 .]

1  h a v e  t h e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  i n f o r m i n g  your L o r d s h i p  t h a t ,  q n  

3 0 t h  o f  D e c e m b e r  L o r d  K e i t h  a n c h o r e d  o f f  M a r m o n e e  

o n  t h e  c o a s t  o f  C a r a m a n i a ,  w i t h  o n e  d i v i s i o n  o f  t h e  a r m a m e n t  

a g a i n s t  E g y p t .  T h e  s e c o n d  d i v i s i o n  r e a c h e d  t h a t  d e s t i n a  t i o n  

o n  t h e  1 s t '  o f  J a n u a r y .  Y o u r  L o r d s h i p  w i l l  r e j o i c e  t o  f i n d ,  

b y  t h e  e n c l o s e d  c o p i e s  o f  L o r d  K e i t h ’s  a n d  S i r  R a l p h  A b e r  

c r o m b y ’s l e t t e r s  t o  m e ,  t h a t  t h e  w h o l e  e x p e d i t i o n  i s  m  t h e  

h i g h e s t  h e a l t h  a n d  s p i r i t s .  T h e s e  p a p e r s  c o n t a i n  t h e  l a t e s t  

i n t e l l i g e n c e  1 h a v e  r e c e i v e d  o r .  t h e  i n t e n t i o n s  o f  t h e  c o m -

’’T l u b i o i n  a c c u r a t e  l i s t s  o f  t h e  s h i p s  a n d  o f  t h e  l a n d  f o r c e s .

I  f i n d  t h a t ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  1 6 , 0 0 0  m e n  a s  s t a t e d  m  t h e  

m i l i t a r y  r e t u r n ,  t h e r e  a r e  1 , 0 0 0  i n f a n t r y ,  a n d  1 ,0 0 0  d i s m o u n t e c !  

c a v a l r y ,  o n  t h e i r  w a y  t o  j o i n  S i r  R a l p h  A b e r c r o m b y .  S i r  

J o h n  B .  W a r r e n  i s  a r r i v e d  a t  G i b r a l t a r ,  t o  r e m a i n  o n  t h a t

s t a t i o n  d u r i n g  L o r d  K e i t h  s  a b s e n c e .
1 h a v e  r e c e i v e d  n o  v e r y  r e c e n t  a c c o u n t s  f r o m  G e n e r a l  

K o e h l e r .  C o l o n e l  M u r r a y ,  w h o  w e n t  t o  t h e  G r a n d  V m e t ,  

b y  o r d e r  f r o m  S i r  R a l p h  A b e r c r o m b y ,  h a d  b e e n  r e p e a t e d l y  

i n  c o n f e r e n c e  w i t h  h i s  H i g h n e s s ,  a n d  i t  w a s  o n  h i s  c o m  u n i  

c a t i o n s ,  c o m b i n e d  w i t h  o t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n s ,  t h a t  S i r  n a i p  '  l a s
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decided upon attacking on the Damicttn brunch of the Nile 
rather than by beginning- by Alexandria. General M'oore 
was to sail from Marmorice on the 4th of January, in order 
to combine the whole operation with the Grand Vizier.

I need not add how anxiously the expedition, that is to 
proceed up the lied Sea, must now be expected.

I have the honour to be, my Lord 
Your Excellency’s most obedient, humble servant,

../..Elgin ,

No. CXXVI.

The Marquess Wellesley to the Resident at Lucknow. 
g l f t ( F o r t  W illia m , A p r i l  2 8 th , 1801.

I have received your several letter's noted in the margin,* 
and the Persian translator has laid before me a translation 
of the letter from his Excellency the Vizier in reply to mine 
to his Excellency of the 22nd of January.

The temper and disposition of mind in which his Excel
lency appears to have entered into the discussion of the im
portant subjects of my letter to his Excellency of the 22nd 
of January, and tire general spirit and tenor of his reply to 
that letter have excited my serious concern. His Ex
cellency’s conduct, on this occasion, has been as unex
pected as it has been evidently incompatible with the dig
nity of his station, with the interests of his government and 
people, and with the gratitude due from him to the Com
pany.

The magnitude of the questions discussed in my letter to 
his Excellency, the alarming facts submitted to his observa
tion, and the necessary conclusions deduced from those facts, 
as well as from his Excellency’s reiterated declarations, might 
have been expected to engage his Excellency's deliberate and 
sincere attention, and to have induced him to enter into the 
subject of my propositions with a spirit of candour and jus
tice.

* 18th F e b ru a ry  ; 6 tli, 7 t l i ,  an d  16 th  o f  M a rc h .
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But li;is Excellency has met my anxious Endeavours to 
avert the evils now menacing liis dominions, not by an open 
and distinct consideration of the alternative proposed to him, 
but. by a studious suppression of the most material facts of 
the case, by an erroneous representation of the only argu
ment which he has noticed, and by an evident design to evade 
the irresistible inference resulting from all the former com
munications which have passed with his Excellency since the 
commencement of my administration.

The artful and uncandia manner in which his Excellency 
has combined the several extracts which he has quoted from 
my correspondence, and from your letters, and those of Sir 
Ahired Clarke, together with the inference which his Excel
lency attempts to draw from those papers manifest a design 
on the part of his Excellency to evade the substance and 
spirit of all his communications to you relative to the failure 
of his resources.

His Excellency has totally suppressed all reference to the 
acknowledgment which he has repeatedly and explicitly made, 
particularly in his letter to you of the 29th of Jemaudy Oos- 
sauny 1215 of the defective state of the collections, of the ru 
inous condition of the country, and of the evils and abuses 
which pervade every branch of the administration of Oude. His 
Excellency now coniines his complaint solely to the pressure 
of the charges arising from the continuance of that remaining 
portion of his own troops whose dismission from his service 
has been delayed exclusively by his own unfortunate and er
roneous policy in direct opposition to my advice, and to your 
assiduous representations.

His Excellency’s embarrassments must certainly be aggra
vated in a high degree by hip determination to retain in bis 
service so considerable a proportion of those licentious and 
disorderly troops whose disaffection has been proved in every 
hour of trial, and whose turbulent spirit has repeatedly vio
lated the peace of his country, defied his authority, and en
dangered his life.

It is, however, a source of satisfaction to me to reflect that 
the removal of this cause of embarrassment, is within his Ex
cellency’s own power. His Excellency’s assertion that his 
embarrassments have arisen from the charges of that part ot 
his own troops which he has Continued in his service, will

— < V \
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enable you to renew, with peculiar advantage, your recom
mendation to his Excellency to dismiss those troops without 
further delay, and I accordingly direct you to urge his Excel
lency with the utmost earnestness, assiduity, and 'persever
ance, to carry into immediate effect, this important and indis
pensable measure.

You will, however, be careful to avoid any argument or 
any proceeding which might induce his Excellency to con
strue your earnestness upon this point, into an admission of 
the truth of his Excellency’s assertion respecting the sole 
cause of his embarrassments, nor will you encourage any ex
pectation in bis Excellency’s mind that my public duty can 
permit me to rest satisfied with his Excellency’s adoption of 
my advice in the single instance of disbanding the remainder 
of his disorderly troops, while all the complicated evils re
sulting from the vicious system of the civil administration of 
his government shall continue in full operation.

The facts and conclusions detailed in my last letter to his 
Excellency ought to have convinced him that my determina
tion as expressed in that letter was the result of the most 
mature reflection, arising from a deliberate and dispassionate 
conviction of the existence of an insuperable necessity, and 
confirmed by his Excellency’s representations, and by the 
progressive experience of every hour. A decision formed 
with such deliberation, founded on such principles, and di
rected to such objects, cannot be relinquished with levit / or 
precipitation.

His Excellency has not controverted one of the facts,or 
principles on which that determination was founded. Recent 
events have enforced the spirit of both, and have manifested' 
that the issue of all the propositions which I submitted to his 
Excellency’s acceptance in my letter of 22d January must ul
timately involve the fate of his Excellency’s fertile but declin
ing dominions, the security of the Company’s contiguous pro
vinces, and the happiness of a numerous and industrious but 
suffering people.

Entrusted with the charge of such extensive interests, I 
am resolved never to recede from any measure evidently de
manded by the exigency of my arduous duty: and I consider 
it to be my positive duty to resort to any extremity rather 
than to suffer the further progress of that ruin to which the

//> — < V \



interests of his Excellency and of the Honourable Company 
are exposed, by the abuses actually existing in the civil and 
military administration of the Province of Ou'de.

His hlxceliency has not only admitted the existence of 
these evils and abuses, but has solicited the direct aid and 
interference of the British Government as the only mode of 
eftectunl remedy.

The transactions of everyday within his Excellency’s domi
nions furnish additional proof that these evils augment to such
an alarming degree, as must speedily impair the resources 
of the state, and must frustrate all his Excellency’s efforts^ to 
fulfil his engagements with the British Government, The 
violent measures recently adopted by one of his Excellency’s 
A » m .ils in t h e  neighbourhood of Lucknow, for the purpose of 
extorting the revenue, exhibits a forcible example of tile op
pressions which pervade his Excellency’s dominions, and 
which are probably aggravated in proportion to the distance 
from the seat of Government.

An immediate alteration in the system of management 
affords the only hope of providing either for the security of 
the Company’s military funds, or for any other interest impli 
cated in the destiny of Oude.

The necessity of such a change his Excellency has repeat- 
ediy admitted. He has accompanied that admission by an 
acknowledgement of his own utter inability to carry into effect 
this indispensable reform.

Under these circumstances, to introduce a wise and lenient 
system of administration, to diffuse happiness and prosperity 
among the inhabitants of his Excellency’s dominions, to re
store the vigour of the public resources, and to provide for 
the internal and external security and tranquillity of the 
country, no course now remains but the direct substitution 
of the’Company’s management in plaiie of abuses, which 
no exertion of his Excellency s power can enable him to 
controul.

It would be vain and fruitless to attempt this arduous task 
by partial interference, or by imperfect: modifications of a 
system, of which every principle is founded in error and im
policy, and every instrument tainted with injustice and cor
ruption.

The experience of every hour has served to confirm the
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^^FWtli of my former declaration, “ that the Province of Oude 
cannot otherwise be preserved than by the gradual «nd re
gular operation of a system of administration, founded on 
principles of substantial justice and of comprehensive policy, 
and enforced by all the power and energy ol the British 
Government.”

The complete introduction of the British authority apd 
management, in the civil as well as the military administration, 
of the whole Province of Oude would evidently combine more 
advantages to every party interested in the prosperity of that 
country than could be attained by any other arrangement.

By the stipulations which form a part of the first of the 
two propositions offered to his Excellency’s acceptance, his 
Excellency would be relieved from the cares and hazards ol 
a situation to which he has declared himself unequal, Effec
tual provision would be made for his Excellency s comfort, 
affluence and dignity, and for the situation of his family.

The stipends of the families ot Shujah Doulah and Asof oo 
lfoulah, and the existing pensions and jaggeers of persons 
now .entitled to those provisions would be continued and 
secured'* and his Excellency would be relieved from the 
heavy but yast burthen of the debts of his predecessor.

The happiness of his sw eets, and vKc prosperity of the 
country, would be established on a desirable basis; tut. ha
zard of a failure in the resources of the country, and the 
danger of internal commotion and of external attack, would be 
effectually precluded.

Under the second Proposition, although his Excellency 
would be effectually secured against the attempts ot any ex
ternal enemies to disturb tiie tranquillity of his possessions, 
he would still be exposed to all the hazards of internal dis
cord, and of popular disaffection ; and although the danger- 
which now menace a failure in the payment of the subsidy, 
would be effectually precluded, the evils, abuses, and oppres
sions of the civil administration, would continue to operate 
with considerable violence in the territory remaining in his 
Excellency’s hands.

The foregoing considerations have determined me to make 
another effort to obtain his Excellency’s consent to the terms 
of the first proposition.

von. n. 2 k
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:y  his Excellency should persist in his rejection of that

salutary arrangement, the same considerations must confirm 
ny resolution to adhere to the just and indispensable demand 

of territorial security.
I accordingly direct you to avail yourself of the earliest 

opportunity to renew the negociation entrusted to your 
charge by my instructions of the S2d January.* The fore
going observations will suggest the requisite arguments for the 
support of the first proposition in preference to the second. 
You will therefore press this important point upon his Excel
lency with the utmost degree of earnestness; and you will en
deavour to obtain his Excellency’s consent to enter into a 
negotiation for the conclusion of a treaty upon the basis of 
that which you have already proposed to him, or with 
such modifications as you have been authorized to make, or 
as circumstances may appear to you to render advisable, 
without departing from the general tenor and spirit of my 
instructions upon that head. In discussing this subject it 
will be proper to remind his Excellency that the first propo
sition is founded on his own deliberate and formal decla
ration ; that he was utterly unable to administer tho affairs 
of his Government; that “ his mind was uttpvbj withdrawn 
from the gprvx.mWin tA a penphe who were neither pleased 
m*,tn him, nor be with them; and with whose evil dispositions, 
enmity, disobedience and negligence, he was completely 
disgusted.”

You will further express to his Excellency my surprize, 
that under a manifest and increasing aggravation of all those 
circumstances of vexation and difficulty, of embarrassed re
sources, of internal discord, and of popular discontent and dis
affection which originally induced him to make a formal 
avowal of his own incapacity and disqualification, his Excel
lency should now decline to enter into any discussion of his 
former resolution; and although he originally solicited my 
attention to his desire of resigning the exercise of the govern
ment at a moment when his abdication was entirely unex
pected by me, that he should now reject every possible mo
dification of his own suggestion, peremptorily declaring that

* S e e  p. 422 .
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his consent to the first proposition is altogether impracti
cable,

Should his Excellency, however, persist in his absolute 
rejection of that proposition, it will then become your duty 
to impress upon his ^Excellency's mind the unavoidable ne
cessity of bis a : escence in the second proposition, as
founded upon tftemntast indisputable principles of right and 
justice.

With the view to assist your,, judgment in stating to 
his Excellency the right of .ti c Company to demand terri
torial security for the payment off tire subsidy, I shall here 
advert to some of the leading principles on vtiicfi tiitr*' righ t 
is founded.

The evils and abuses of the existing system of 
tion in Oude have gradually impaired the resources of the 
state; and these causes of decay in the revenue of the coun
try must continue to operate with increased and. accelerated 
effect, and ultimately must disable his Excellency from ful
filling his pecuniary engagements with the Company.

This argument is sufficiently proved by the actual state of 
the country and government. His Excellency has indeed, in 
his last letter, omitted his accustomed complaints of the state 
of the country and government, but his repeated declara
tions to you and to me respecting the confused condition of 
his affairs, and the distress and decline of the country, added 
to my positive knowledge and to the public notoriety of the 
fact, justify a serious apprehension of the approaching failure 
of those resources on which the security for the payment of 
the subsidy must depend.

The punctuality of his Excellency’s present payments, on 
which his Excellency founds a conclusion that the necessity 
of a territorial cession is altogether precluded, neither dimi
nishes the apprehension of his speedy failure, nor in any de
gree affects the right of the Company to a satisfactory secu
rity against the operation of evils of which the existence is 
evident, and the effect certain. It is evident that to refrain 
from demanding adequate security until the resources of the 
country shall actually have failed, would be to defeat all ex
pectation of attaining the security to which the Company is 
entitled. The resources which had been found inadequate to 
the regular payment of the subsidy must prove still more



insufficient to support the additional burthen of a heavy 
arrear.

His Excellency has, indeed, pledged his private resources 
in addition to the resources of the state for the payment of 
the arrears of subsidy ; hut the ■ extent of his Excellency's 
private resources.is uncertain, and while djatfc species of se
curity from its nature must he fluctuating and precarious, it 
must also depend on the resources o f  the country , and con- 
quently must be affected by the san-ic causes which produce 
a failure in the payment of the snibribly.

Neither the letter nor (the spirit of the; existing treaty 
could j'Vsuiy ttii.British C ovefument in delaying- the demand 
of satisfactory seciritc} to a period of time when such a de- 
rai'ind must; prove altogether nugatory. The intention of the 
contracting parties could, not have been to pledge their faith 
to an impracticable and fruitless stipulation. At the time 
when, the treaty was concluded, his Excellency considered 
himself to be bound to secure the Company against the evil 
effects of any possible failure in the payment of the sub
sidy.

On his Excellency’s accession to the Musnud a hope was 
entertained that his Excellency would improve the resources 
of the country to a degree amply sufficient to secure the pay
ment of the subsidy against any hazard of failure.

The disappointment of that hope cannot exonerate his 
Excellency from a responsibility which the altered state of 
circumstances has rendered more urgent.

The intention of the British Government could not have 
been to confine its claim of security to a period of time when 
the resources of the country should be adequate to the pay
ment of the subsidy, and to relinquish that claim when the 
approaching failure of the public resources should hazard 
the irretrievable loss of that important branch of the Com
pany’s revenue.

This right of demanding security is not confined to the 
extent of seventy-six lacs, the amount of the former subsidy. 
It is equally applicable to the funds necessary for defraying 
the expences of the additional force. The necessity of sta
tioning the additional force in Oude is indisputable, and the 
consequent rights of the Company, under the existing treaty 
arise from that necessity.

K f j i o  THE MARQUESS WEULESLEj , TO
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Whatever may be my confidence that his Excellency will 
continue to discharge, with punctuality, the current kists of 
subsidy while he can derive funds for the payment of them 
from the resources of his country, I cannot forget, that the 
ruinous system of the existing administration, and the de
structive operation of the evils, abuses, and oppressions 
which prevail throughout his country, deprive his Excellency 
of all permanent security for the stability of those resources, 
from which alone he now derives the means of fulfilling his 
pecuniary engagements with the Company.

His Excellency has virtually destroyed the force of any 
argument founded on the punctuality of his past payments by 
admitting the ruinous state of the country, by acknowleding 
his apprehension of an impending failure of his resources, 
and by declaring his own incompetency to remove the causes 
of those evils.

W ith a view to evade a compliance with the proposit ion for 
a territorial security, his Excellency has announced in his 
letter to me, an expectation of deriving ample profits from 
bringing the country into a flourishing condition. From an 
early period after his Excellency’s accession to the Musnud 
down to this day, his Excellency has never ceased to complain 
of the disorders and confusion existing in his dominions, but 
hitherto no effort has been made on his Excellency’s part to 
improve the system of his civil administration, or to avert the 
evils and dangers of which lie has expressed his apprehension, 
and of which he has repeatedly experienced the effects. It 
has always been evident to me, that those mischiefs were 
insurmountable by any exertion of his Excellency’s power. 
Under a similiar impression, his Excellency has deliberately 
avowed his despair of introducing any effectual reform into 
the system of his administration; after such a course of ex
perience, and after such plain and repeated confessions; under 
the pressure of accumulated embarrassments ; without any 
encrease of power; without any additional means of action ; 
without any change of principle or practice; his Excellency 
at this moment suddenly announces an expectation of ample 
profits, by bringing the country into a flourishing condition.
His Excellency cannot reasonably hope to induce me by this 
unsupported assertion, to rest the interests of the Company 
in the province of Oude, on a foundation so precarious and
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insecure as the expectation of an improvement, obstructed by 
the whole system of his government, and by every relative 
circumstance in the state of his affairs.

Ilia Excellency has further stated, that his expectation of 
ample profits from the country would be entirely cut off, and 
that a heavy loss would accrue to him from what he has 
termed, a separation of his territory.

His Excellency cannot justly apply this phrase to an ar
rangement which would place a portion of his territory in the 
hands of those with whose interests his own are indissolubly 
united, whose justice placed him on the Musrmd, and whose 
power now supports him in that exalted station. He cannot 
reasonably consider it as a separation of territory, and a heavy 
loss to him to consent to an arrangement, under which the 
wise and benevolent administration of the Honourable Com
pany would call forth all the resources of the ceded country, 
and would apply them to the defence of his remaining domi
nions, while the happiness and prosperity of the people subject 
to the Company’s Government would be effectually secured.

As the districts to be ceded will be taken at the amount of 
their actual Jumma, his Excellency’s finances would he im
proved in proportion to the amount by which the actual 
collections from those districts are inferior to their present 
J  umma.

You have demonstrated to his Excellency in your memorial 
of the 16th of March, the advantages which liis Excellency 
would derive with respect to the defence and security of his 
dominions from the local position of the districts proposed 
to he ceded, and you have proved the fallacy of the illusory 
expectation, professed to be entertained by his Excellency, of 
increasing the produce of those districts under his own 
management.

In discussing this subject with his Excellency you will not 
fail to place the same arguments in the strongest point of 
view.

In your discussions with his Excellency, you will advert, to 
the example of his Highness the Nizam, on a similar though 
less urgent occasion, and you will state to his Excellency, that 
although the hazard of failure in the Nizam’s territorial re
sources bore no proportion to the dangers which menace the 
most alarming defalcation in the revenues of Oude, yet the
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Nizam wisely considered, that by securing the funds for the 
payment of the subsidiary force beyond the hazard of fail
ure, under a territorial grant, his Highness provided the 
most effectual security for the protection and prosperity of 
his dominions in the Deccan.

You will convey to the Nawaub Vizier my confident ex
pectation that under circumstances of infinitely greater 
urgency, and of more confirmed necessity, his Excellency 
will not neglect to profit hy this salutary example. In my 
reply to his Excellency’s last letter, which has already been 
transmitted to you by the Persian translator* I have entered  ̂
into a detailed discussion of the preceding topics, and i have 
declared to his Excellency my unalterable resolution never 
to recede from the demand of territorial security, it he should 
still persist in rejecting the terms of the first proposition.

Under this decided determination, any further reference to 
me from Ovule is unnecessary; I therefore empower you to 
act under the instructions contained m this letter without
waiting for additional orders. . ,<

If therefore, his Excellency should persist m rejecting both 
propositions, you will inform him that any further remon 
Lances to me upon this subject will be unavailing, that yo 
are directed to insist upon the immediate cession of the ter
ritory, proposed to be transferred to the Company, and that 
in the .went of his Excellency’s refusal to issue the necessary 
orders for that purpose, you are authorized to direct he 
British troops to march for the purpose of establishing the 
authority of the British Government within those districts.

1 trust, however, that the arguments which I have addressed
to his Excellency, and which you will personally enforce 
according to the tenor of this despatch, will induce his
Excellency to conform to one of the two propositions sub
mitted to his consideration, and that no necessity will occur 
of resorting to extremities for the security of the Company s 
rights, and for the preservation of the combined interests o
the two states in the province of Oude. ,

I was much gratified to be informed by lus Excellency » 
last letter that he is prepared to discharge the arrears due

* N. B. Edmoaatone, Esq.

/ I



X̂ -^on#account of the additional troops serving in the province 
of Oude. You have already been furnished with the docu
ments necessary to enable you to prepare a statement of those 
arrears, and you have received the communication of my 
orders, to require his Excellency’s immediate discharge of the 
amount.

It is nay decided opinion, that a proportion of the expenses 
attending the embassy of Captain Malcolm, and of Mehdi 
Ali Khan into Persia, is justly chargeable to his Excellency’s 
account. The primary object of both those embassies, was 
the security of his Excellency’s dominions, by averting the 

* long threatened invasion of Zeinaun Shah.
Mehdi Ali Khan was despatched to Persia for that purpose, 

by the Government of Bombay, in 179$, and was actually 
successful in exciting the Government of Persia, to aid the 
Prince Mahmood Shah in the recovery of his possessions, 
and Zeniaun Shah was in consequence diverted from carry
ing into effect those designs against his Excellency’s posses
sions in Oude, which have recently been disclosed by the 
papers found in the palace of the late Tippoo Sultaun.

Captain Malcolm has been employed in negotiating an 
arrangement at the Court of Persia, calculated to prevent any 
return of th§ same danger to his Excellency’s dominions. 
His Excellency cannot justly dispute the obligation to dis
charge a proportion of the expenses incurred for the express 
purpose of averting from his territories the dangers of a for
midable invasion.

You will hereafter be furnished with a statement of those 
charges; in the meantime I desire that you will communicate 
to his Excellency my intention of making this demand.

You will, however, inform his Excellency, that in the event 
of his acceptance of the first proposition, I shall he ready to 
take into consideration an equitable modification of the just 
demand of the Company upon him, as well on account of 
the arrears of subsidy for the additional force serving in 
Oude, as on account of the charges of both embassies to 
Persia, and that these demands (in the case supposed) may 
admit of considerable abatement,

I am, &c.
W E L  LESLEY.

THE MARQUESS WELLESLEY, TO
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The Marque,u Wellesley to the Earl o f Elgin.

M y  L ord, Fort W il l ia m ,  M a y  6th, .1801
I have had the honour to receive your Excellency’s several 

despatches noted in the margin,*
My acknowledgements are due to your Excellency for the 

many interesting and important documents, which you have 
done me the honour to transmit.

The accounts which those despatches have conveyed of the 
safe arrival of Sir .Ralph Abercromby, and of the troops 
under his command, in the vicinity of Egypt, are in the high
est degree satisfactory.

The superiority of the British troops, added to the zea! 
and ardour for the success of the general cause, which now 
appears to animate the Turkish army, promise a happy issue 
to the important enterprise in which they are engaged.

The importance of compelling the French to evacuate 
Egypt, is greatly increased by the late disastrous cvents*on 
the Continent of Europe, and by the probability of a war 
between England and Russia.

Your Excellency will have been apprized by my last des
patch, dated the 7th of March, of the measures adopted by 
the British Government in India, for carrying into effect his 
Majesty’s commands, to co-operate with the torce under Sir 
Ralph Abercromby, by a powerful division ol British troops 
from India, on the side of the Red Sea.

The two battalions of native infantry amounting to 1,600 
men,' ordered to be holden in readiness for embarkation at 
Bombay, sailed from that place on the 4th and 12th of March, 
and will probably have reached Mocha before the close ot 
that month. The progress of that division of the troops

* F o u r  p r iv a te  l e t t e r s  d a te d  1 6 th  D e c e m b e r ,  1 8 0 0 , rece iv ed  10 th  M a rc h ,
1 8 0 1 ;  tw o  d i t t o ,  1 7 th  D e c e m b e r ,  1800, r e c e iv e d  1 0 th  M a rc h , 1 8 0 1 ;
N o s .  1, 2 , am i 3 ,  1 6 th  J a n u a ry ,  1 8 0 1 , iS'o. 4 , 1 9 th  J a n u a r y ,  1801 , N o .  5,

,: 2 6 th  J a n u a r y ,  1 8 0 1 , re ce iv ed  2 3 rd  A p r i l ;  p r iv a te — d a te d  2 0 th  F e b r u a r y ,  
re c e iv e d  7 th  M a y , 1801 .
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appointed for the expedition, which was assembled at Cey
lon, has been retarded by causes which could not be 
foreseen.

The Honourable Colonel Wellesley commanding the troops 
assembled at that place, having been furnished by the go
vernment of Fort St, George, with copies of the Right Hon. 
Henry Dundas’s despatches of the 6th and 10th of October,
1800, anticipated my determination to conform to the requi
sition contained in those despatches, and was induced by 
various considerations connected with the speedy and effec
tual execution of that design, to proceed with the troops 
under his command to Bombay, and there to await my in
structions for the conduct of the expedition.

Colonel Wellesley accordingly sailed with the whole ol the 
troops, excepting one regiment of Europeans, which was left 
at Ceylon for want of tonnage, and arrived at Bombay with 
the greater part of the troops on the 21st of March.

In the meantime Major-General Baird sailed for Ceylon, 
for the purpose of taking the command of the troops, accord
ing to the arrangement communicated to your Lordship in 
my last despatch.

Major-General Baird on his arrival at Ceylon, finding that 
the troops had embarked for Bombay, followed them imme
diately, and arrived on the 31st of March at that Presidency.
On the 6th ultimo, all the troops from Ceylon had arrived at 
Bombay, and had reimbarked for Mocha, excepting a small 
proportion which had been compelled to touch at Goa, whence 
they were ordered to proceed directly to Mocha. Measures 
have been taken to supply the place of the regiment left at 
Ceylon.

It is probable that the troops which sailed from Bombay 
in the beginning of March, will have proceeded up the Bed 
Sea from Mocha without waiting for the remainder of the 
armament, and it may he expected that the whole will he in 
a situation to combine their operations by the end of this 
month.

I am, however, of opinion that the success or the failure of 
the expedition under Sir Ralph Abereromby, will have been 
decided before the arrival of the armament at the head of 
the Red Sea.

The unavoidably late arrival in India of his Majesty’s orders

MR- WICKHAM, TO ^ 1  J



for employing a body of’troops from this quarter, to co-operate 
in the expulsion of the French from Egypt, would probably 
under any circumstances, have prevented the arrival of the 
force destined for that service at the scene of its operations, 
in time to co-operate with the array under Sir Ralph 
Abercromby.

I have the honour to be, S ic .

W e l l e s l e y .

No. CXXVIIL

Mr. Wickham to the Marquess Wellesley.

V ien n a , 2 9 th  J a n u a ry , 1801.
M y  L o r d ,  [R e c e iv e d  9 th  M ay , 1 8 0 1 .]

By a messenger who is going with despatches to your 
Lordship, I forward an extract of one of mine to Lord Gren
ville,* containing the only information, I have received on 
the subject of the intended expedition to the Isles of France, 
and Bourbon, since my letter of the 13th of November, from 
Cremsmunster.f I have, however, lost several letters since 
the Austrian retreat, and have reason to believe, that some 
communications upon that subject have miscarried.

We are here in hourly expectation of seeing a separate 
peace concluded by Austria. The Archduke Charles joined

*  Extract of a Despatch from Mr. Wickham to the Bight Honourable Lord 
Grenville, dated Vienna, 25th January, 1801.

A s to  th e  in te n d e d  ex p e d itio n  to  th e  Is le s  o f  F ra n c e  and  B o u rb o n , of 
w h ich  I  sp o k e  in  ray  d esp a tch  o f  la s t  N o v em b er, N o . 132. I  am  s t i l l  p o s i
tiv e ly  a s su red , th a t  i t  is  as m u c h  as ever in  co n te m p la tio n  th o u g h  g r e a t  
p a in s  a re  ta k e n  to  concea l its  r e a l  d e s tin a tio n , a n d  th a t  th e  vessels o f  w h ich  
i t  is com posed  a p p e a r  to  m ak e  a  p a r t  o f  the  tit . D o m in g o  s q u a d ro n , o f  th e  
d e s tin a tio n  o f  w h ich  I  a lso  sp o k e  in  m y  d e s p a tc h  N o . 157.

I t  is su g g e s ted  th a t  th e  R e d  S ea  m ay m ak e  a  p a r t  o f  th e  o b je c t  o f  th e  
ex p ed itio n , b u t  th a t  its  first d e s tin a tio n  is  th e  I s le  o f  F ra n c e , th e  d e p e n 
d en ce  o f w h ich  i t  is  n ecessa ry  f irs t to  secure .

•f- See p . 4 17
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army, after it bad sustained several successive defeats, * 
and was absolutely incapable of any exertion whatever. An 
armistice, concluded on the 26th ultimo, when the army was 
on the banks of the Erlau, about six posts from here saved 
the capital and probably the empire.

The Archduke Charles has been made Field-Marshal, and 
President of the Council of War, and is now entirely at the 
head of affairs. Baron Tlmgut retires, after some faint at
tempts to act in concert with his Royal Highness.

It is a question whether we shall go to war with the North
ern Powers or no. Appearances seem at this moment to he 
in favour of peace, as Sweden and Denmark have shown 
some symptons of returning intellect in consequence of 
which the Emperor of Russia has sent away both their minis
ters from Petersburgli.

I shall remain with the army, whose head-quarters are 
at S’beit (a short league from hence) until the peace, and pos
sibly at Vienna some months longer, and shall not fail to 
forward to your Lordship any thing of consequence that I 
may receive from France, in any way relating to the British 
settlements in the East.

In the meantime I have the honour to remain, with very 
high and sincere respect and regard,

My Lord,
Your Lordship’s most obedient and 

faithful humble servant,
W .  W i c k h a m .

No. CXXIX.

Mr. Wkkham to the Marquess Wellesley.

M y  L o r d ,  V ie n n a , 1st F e b r u a r y ,  1801.

I have the honour to inform your Lordship, that a squadron 
of seven sail of the line dropped down from Brest harbour, 
into Berfhaume Roads, in the evening of the 8th ultimo, and 
sailed from thence at five in the afternoon, of the 6th. Its 
destination is unknown, but as it is conjectured that it may
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be intended either for the Red Sea, or the Mediterranean, l 
lose no time in informing your Lordship of the event. It 
appears that the whole was out of sight of land on the morn
ing of the 10th and it was believed at Brest) that the squadron 
had escaped the observation of the British fleet.

I have the honour to be, 
with sincere respect and regard, my Lord,

Your Lordship’s most faithful and 
obedient servant,

W . W ickham.

P.S. Supposed force of the squadron that sailed from Brest 
of the 8th, and 9th ultimo, commanded by Admiral Gan- 
theaume ; / / In d iv is ib le , L e  F o rm id a b le , L  In d o m ita b le , of 
eighty guns; L a  C o n stitu tio n , L e  D e s a ix ,  L e  d ix  / lo u t, L e  
J e a n  B a r t , of seventy-four each. The B r a v o u re  and C re o le  
frigates, carrying eighteen pounders, and two luggers. It is 
not known whether they have troops on board or no.

W. W.

No. CXXX.

The Marquess Wellesley to the Right Hon. Henry Dundos.

M y  d e a r  S i r ,  B a r r a c k p o r e ,  M ay  1 0 th , 1801.

1. The object of this despatch is to intimate to you, my 
sentiments on the plans which you appear to have m contem
plation relative to the permanent government of the Island ol 
Ceylon, if that possession should remain in our hands after
the peace. . . .

2. The present civil establishment of Ceylon is certainly a 
heavy burthen on the finances of the Company in India, and 
as far as relates to them, it would be a relief to throw the 
burthen of the civil Government of Ceylon on the Crown.
With respect to the European force to be maintained for the 
defence of that island, I think it might be provided without 
any addition to the number of 18,000 effective infantry, which 
I proposed in my letter of the 13th duly, 1800, for the whole



of our present Indian Empire, continental, as well as insular, 
including Ceylon, the Moluccas, Malacca, and Goa, as a 
British possession.

3. The revenue of Ceylon is not adequate to the payment 
of the necessary establishments under a separate royal go
vernment; nor can J think, that the revenue of that Island 
will be found answerable to its necessary expenditure under 
a separate government, if ever, for many years to come. The 
deficiency must, therefore, be provided from home, if Ceylon 
be entirely separated from the general Government of India.
To meet this charge at home, the cargoes of cinnamon, and 
the investment of Ceylon, might possibly be taken by the 
Crown; still however, an advance must annually be made by 
Parliament for the expenses of Ceylon, to be balanced by the 
sale of its investment, as the charges of our colonies in the 
West Indies may be balanced by the duties levied on the 
produce of those colonies. But I rather suppose that the 
Crown would take no direct concern in the commercial invest
ment, but would leave that trade, either to the East India 
Company, or to private traders under certain regulations, and 
that the Crown would levy duties on the trade, as a more 
natural and proper mode of drawing a resource from the 
possession of Ceylon.

4. The transfer of the civil and military expense of Ceylon 
to the Crown, would render that part of our Indian Empire 
a charge on the public of the United Kingdom, and would be 
substantially the same measure which you so earnestly depre
cate. For the direct operation of such an arrangement ne
cessarily must be to render that part of our Indian Empire a 
burthen upon the mother country, and to have recourse to 
the public finances at home, for the payment of that branch 
of our Indian establishments.

5. In this view of the subject, therefore, the account between 
the British Islands and India, would stand, precisely the 
same as if aid were to be granted by Parliament, to a similar 
extent, in the shape of direct assistance to the finances of the 
East India Company, holding Ceylon as a territorial posses
sion, and defraying the general charges of that possession, 
together with those of the continental empire of India.

6. In this case, as in the separate case of Ceylon, if annexed 
to the Crown, the public would be remunerated by the duties
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