
this conversation, is one of the utmost importance in every 
point of view, and will probably cause another war, if it is to be 
carried into execution.

Goklah says most truly, that it is impossible to carry it into 
execution without the assistance o f the British government, both 
in money and troops; and it stands to reason, that the British 
government must exercise its discretion regarding the propriety 

of attem pting it. T o  attem pt it, unless these chiefs should be 
gu ilty  of some act of infidelity towards the Peshwah’s govern­
ment, would be a breach of an engagem ent I made to  those 
chiefs in a letter which I wrote to them during the war. But 
I think that reasons exist for which it should be discounte­
nanced entirely, and that the British government should not 
assist in it.

The fam ily of Purs bora tn Bhow are the most ancient friends 
that the British government have in the Mahratta Em pire. Pur- 
sheram Bhow had under his command a  body o f British troops 
during the former war against Tippoo. H is sons and relations, 
the present chiefs of that family, served in the same arm y, and 
there gained a knowledge and respect for the valour and disci­
pline of a British arm y, which was the first cause o f their joining 
me in the campaign o f 1800 against Dhoondiah W augh. T he 
friendship then established, and the friendly terms on which I 
was with those chiefs in the beginning of last year, enabled me 
to bring them  forward to Poonaii to re-establish the Peshwah on 
his musnud, although, with or without reason, these chiefs did 
not wish w ell to his Highness’s cause. T his service ought never 
to be forgotten by the Peshwah, and probably never will be for­
gotten b y  tile British government, as it is a well known fact, that 
if the chiefs of the Putwurdun family had done so little in the 
cause of his Highness, or rather had done so much against that 
cause at that moment, as others now enjoying his I-Iighness’s 
favour, the success of the march to Poonah would have been a 
matter o f doubt, and if they had opposed the advance, it must 
have been relinquished under the orders o f  his E xcellen cy  the 
Governor-General. Afterwards, they did not come forward in 
support of the cause of the allies in the war. But when I con­
sider the circumstances under which that w ar was commenced, 
the nature o f the Mahratta character, the fact, that for a M ahratta 
to suppose the allies would be successful, was to relinquish every 
idea ot national pride, and to lose the recollection of their former 
triumphs, I am not astonished that these chiefs should have kept
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aloof. But some of the Mahrattas cordially supported the cause 
of the allies in the war. That cause was supported by two Mah- 
ratta chiefs of inferior rank and interest. The troops of both 
were paid by the British government during the w ar; and that 
of tlie Peshwah did not give the assistance even of the grain and 
cattle which it might have supplied. Neither of them was con­
sidered by the Peshwah as his servant when I marched to Poonah ; 
neither was ordered by the Peshwah to accompany me, and both 
came because they had known me before, and saw a prospect of 
advantage.

The chiefs of the Putwurdun family were, at least, neutral in 
the_contest; which neutrality, however, was a most important 
object for the Company’s possessions. I cannot say this for some 
of the persons nowin favour at the Peshwah’s cjurbar. Under 
the engagement that I have made, that they shall not be attacked 
so long as they are the faithful servants of the Peshwah, it will 
certainly be necessary that the Peshwah should produce some 
proof of their want of fidelity to his government, before he can 
receive the assistance of the British government in the execution 
of this plan of destruction. It is probable, in the present state of 
the Mahratta empire, that either the refusal of these chiefs to 
resign their lands, or to come to Poonah without the guarantee 
of the British government for their personal safety, will be deemed 
acts of infidelity. But admitting them to be so, and that the 
British government is at liberty, consistently with an adherence 
to good faith, to act against these chiefs, I still doubt the expe­
diency of giving British assistance to work their destruction. The 
Putwurdun family, connected, as I have above mentioned, as they 
are with the British government, are certainly the most respect­
able of all the Peshwah’s subjects properly so called. They are 
the support of the system of order which exists on the Company's 
frontier, and on the frontiers of Mysore ; and they are a check to 
the nest of freebooters kept by the Rajah of Kolapoor, and to 
the numerous polygars who inhabit the countries watered by the 
Kistna, Malpoorba, and Gutpurba.

If the Peshwah had the power, or had manifested an inclination 
to establish his government on a respectable footing, or on any 
footing, I should doubt the propriety of allowing him to root out 
this family of friends to the British government from their im­
portant position, in respect to the frontiers of Mysore and the 
Company’s territories. But when I see that the Peshwah docs 
nothing to settle his government; that the only system of govern-
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^■“ Tamily to be destroyed. In a discussion upon this subject, the 
motive for their destruction may be considered. It is revenge 
for the acts of Pursheram Bhow, during the political disputes at 
Poonah. If it was because these chiefs did not support the cause 
of the allies in the war, why are not others punished as well as 
the chief:, of the Putwurdun family? Why do some escape who 
have actually been opposed to the British troops, and others who 
did not assist in restoring the Peshwah to his government?

In respect to the plan itself, it will be one of great unpo­
pularity, and of some difficulty in the execution. It is well 
known throughout the Mahratta Empire, that those chiefs are 
the ancient friends of the British government, and that they are 
detested by the Peshwah, for former acts which have nothing to 
do with the politics of the present day. The other chiefs of the 
Empire will, I fear, have but little reliance upon the friendship of 
the British government, to protect them against the effects of the 
known feeling in the Peshwah’s character, if we should be the 
instruments of his revenge in this instance ; and each will expect, 
in his turn, to become the victim of the same passion. This feel­
ing may operate to induce them to make the defence of the 
possessions of the Putwurdun family a common cause; and, in 
that case, the attack of those possessions becomes a military 
operation of some magnitude and extent.

A t all events, whether all the chiefs do or do not make the 
defence of those possessions a common cause, it is my opinion 
that it would not be prudent to send any part of the subsidiary 
force at present to the southern countries to attack them. The 
attack, therefore, must be made by troops brought from the fron­
tiers of Mysore and the ceded countries: and here arises a new 
question of expense ; another affecting the safety of the frontiers 
of Mysore, and the Company’s territories, while these troops are 
to be employed in this manner; and a third, regarding the pre­
ference of this operation to others in the Company’s territories, 
on parts of which it is absolutely necessary to take some effectual 
measures to establish the authority of government. Upon the 
whole, I think I may conclude that the Governor-General will 
not attend to the Peshwah’s wishes upon this subject, and I have 
to request that, if his Highness should propose this plan to your 
consideration, you will not encourage it till you have taken the 
orders of his Excellency.
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317. T o  M ajor Shawo.

D ifficulties w ith  the P eshwah in a r ra n g in g  the term s o f  peace.
H is consen t m ust be bought.

(Extract.) Camp, 7 th March, 1804.

Take my word for it, that the Peshwah will come into no 
arrangement for the partition of the conquered countries; and 
that he will commence his intrigues immediately with Scindiah’s 
durbar, respecting Jansi, Calpee, &c., which the Governor-General 
may have taken for the convenience of our frontier. He will 
grant sunnuds for them to Scindiah or Ambajee Inglia, or he 
will intrigue in any other manner to distress the British govern­
ment.

In order to bring the proposed partition treaty and the cession 
of Jansi and Calpee to a favourable conclusion, there is but one 
remedy, and that is to bribe the Peshwah with money; to supply 
him with small sums occasionally, till he shall finally have come 
into all the Governor-General’s views, for the final settlement of 
the peace, and for the frontier of Bengal.

Nothing but this will answer. The Peshwah is callous to 
every thing but money and revenge. He will call upon the 
British government to gratify the latter passion ; but he will 
make no sacrifices unless to procure money. I must see Col.
Close before I give my opinion about his sincerity. I think it 
will be difficult to account for his having the Frenchmen con­
cealed in Poonali for a month, and having never communicated 
one word to the British Resident respecting their arrival.

2X8. T o the Governor-General.

The P eskwaK s complaints o f  the n eg lect o f  h is  in terests a t  the 
peace. H is v ind ictiv en ess, a n d  sh u fflin g  apo logy f o r  inaction. 
G eneral W ellesley's an sw er and  advice. G eneral rem ark s on 
h is ch a ra cter, view s, and  conduct. The settlem en t o f  the 
South M ahratta country, a  bu rn in g question. A lterna tives 
open to us.

(Extracts.)
Camp at Chowke, 7th March, 1804.

Shortly after my arrival at Poonah, the Peshwah’s minister, 
Suddasheo Munkaiseer, appointed a day to meet and converse 
with me on the Peshwah’s affairs, previous to a meeting for the



purpose which, he said, his Highness was desirous of having 
with me.

There were present at the meeting, which took place on the 
is t March, Suddasheo Munkaiseer, Anund Rao, and Byajee 
Naig. Suddasheo Munkaiseer first alluded to the fact, that peace 
had been made with Dowlut Rao Scindiah and the Rajah ot 
Berar; and he said, that his Highness the Peshwah had not 
been consulted on the terms of the peace, and that his orders 
had not been taken on many points in which lus interest was 
concerned.

In answer, I told Suddasheo Munkaiseer, that the fact of the 
vakeels of Scindiah and the Rajah of Berar being in my camp, 
and treating for peace, was notorious ; and that as his Highness 
the Peshwah had troops .and a vakeel there on his part, he must 
have been apprised of it at a very early period after their arrival: 
that Scindiah’s vakeels were there nearly two months, and the 
Rajah of Berar’s nearly one month, before their negotiations 
were concluded by treaties of peace; and that there certainly 
had been many opportunities for his Highness to intimate to me 
his wishes regarding his objects with those Chiefs respectively. 
He had omitted, however, to attend to his interest upon this 
occasion, and the treaties of peace had been concluded. But I 
observed, that though they had been thus concluded, and I had 
hot had the benefit of being made acquainted with his Highness’s 
wishes, I hoped, when your Excellency should give orders that 
the treaties might be communicated to his Highness, that his 
Highness would find that his interests had not been neglected by 
me. Suddasheo Munkaiseer then adverted to the conclusion of 
the foreign w ar; but said there still remained the punishment of 
rebels. I begged him to name them ; and he said, ‘ Amrut Rao 
and the freebooters who had been plundering on the frontiers,’ 
and who had lately been defeated and dispersed by the British 
troops. He went much at large into the subject of the Peshwah’s 
complaints against Amrut R ao ; and declared that even his name 
was so odious to his Highness, that if it were only mentioned in 
his presence, it would be necessary for his Highness to perform 
his ablutions.

In answer to this speech, I related the progress of the British 
government and their armies, from the date of the signature of 
the treaty of Bassein, to the moment of the breaking out of the 
war with the confederated Mahratta chiefs. I pointed out to 
Munkaiseer, that the Peshwah had derived all the benefit of his
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^''''tre lfc^ ’ith the Company, and that he had been restored to the 
exercise of the powers of his government; but that when he was 
called upon to perform his part of the treaty, and to produce his 
army, his treasure to pay his troops, his provisions and equip­
ments in the common cause in which the allies were subsequently 
engaged, he was deficient in every respect. 1 said that I did not 
mean to inquire into the causes of that deficiency. It existed at 
the moment of difficulty, and for what cause the inquiry was not 
then material; but that as I was charged with the defence of his 
Highness’s territories and person, it was necessary that I should 
take every step to preclude the possibility that his Highness 
should suffer from this deficiency.

On this ground, as soon as the war broke out, it had appeared 
important to me to secure, by a treaty of peace, one great branch 
of the confederated chiefs, and I had made a treaty with Amrut 
Rao, of which I, and of course his Highness, had received all 
the advantage during the war; and I further observed that his 
Highness had been distinctly apprised that this measure would 
be adopted if he should omit to furnish his quota of troops, &c., 
for the war.

In respect to the freebooters upon the frontier, I observed, that 
I had beaten and dispersed them. It was true that I had not 
seized their persons; but I informed Suddasheo Munkaiseerthat. 
the principal of all those persons, Sirjee Rao Ghautky, had reside d 
at the Peshwah’s durbar, where he had received marks of his 
Highness’s favour; that l had reason to believe that his brother,
Viswaz Rao Ghautky, had fled to Wahy, after his action with 
me on the 5th Feb., and that he had been received into his High­
ness’s presence; and that certainly I thought if one freebooter 
deserved punishment, it was he who had been the principal, but 
who had received marks of his Highness’s favour.

In answer, llyajee Naig denied that Sirjee Rao Ghautky had 
received the marks of his Highness’s favour which l  supposed he 
had. He said that Sirjee Rao had been allowed to depart, 
because it was not the custom of the durbar to seize the 
persons of those who had been allowed, or who had been 
encouraged, to come to Poonah to pay their respects to tire 
Peshwah.

Munkaiseer observed, that the reason for which the Peshwah 
had omitted to perform his treaty was, that the Putwurdun and 
other principal jaghiredars of the Empire had refused to serve, 
and had disobeyed his Highness’s orders. He said that Goklah
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^ a n d  A p p ah  Dessaye had served ; and it was his Highness’s wish 
to reward them with the lands held by the chiefs of the fam ily o f 
Pursheratn Bhow, b y  Prittee Niddee, and b y  R a stia ; and he 
asked whether the principle of rewarding those who did serve, 
and o f punishing those who did not, was not fair?

I told Munkaiseer, that it was not possible for me to give any 
answer to a question asked in such a manner. I said that I con­
sidered the plan which he had then proposed to m y consideration, 
viz. to destroy all the great families of the state, as one of the 
greatest importance, and likely to be attended with much diffi­
cu lty  in the execution, in the present state o f the Mahratta 
Em pire. I observed to Munkaiseer, that the Peshwah had not 
even settled the country about Poonah ; and that after having 
come out o f a foreign war of great extent, he was about to com ­
mence a domestic one.

I then asked Munkaiseer what resources of money and troops 
his Highness had to carry on this war, and in what manner he 
proposed to proceed ? In answer, he gave me to understand, that 
his H ighness expected the assistance of the British governm ent; 
and he gave me the choice of two plans, either to begin with the 
fam ily o f  Pmsheram Bhow, or with Rastia and Prittee Niddee ; 
and to deceive, in the mean time, that party whose destruction 
might be delayed.

I told Munkaiseer that his plan was im practicable : that those 
chiefs were not to be deceived b y  the Posh w a ll; that the whole 
would join for their common defence; that, in that case, the 
operations against them would becom e of importance ; that they 
could not, at all events, be undertaken without your E xcellency's 
orders; and that while they were carrying on, the foreign enemy 
m ight come in again, and his Highness and his territories would 
be involved in fresh difficulties and troubles.

I observed to Munkaiseer that, in m y opinion, it would be 
much better for his Highness, after 7 years of difficulty and 
civil wars, in the course of which, nearly every man in the 
Em pire had at some tim e or other been opposed to his govern­
ment and armies, to  endeavour, by  pardon and conciliation, to 
settle his government and country, than to enter on any system 
of revenge so extensive as that proposed, and so dangerous and 
so imprudent.

A lth ough I believe that your E xcellen cy will have had before 
you an account o f the conference I had with the Feshwali’s min-

I ( k b  ( c t\ \  m s  VENGEFUL PLANS PERILOUS AND IMPRACTICABLE^) j



\ \  ^ C O N S T A N C Y ,  AND g r e e d  o f  m o n e y  a n d  TERRITORY.  .j k W I  .
\  •&'V «NM<I W y  A /  k  /  Mm A  I

— y y
^ S i S m  tlie i.st inst, I have been particular in relating it to you, 

as it alludes to points of great importance, and lays open, in a 
great degree, the views of the Peshwah’s durbar. The principal 
object there is to procure money, not for the service of the state, 
nor even to gain the power of inflicting punishment on the objects 
of the Peshvvah's hatred, but to bear the expense of the pleasures 
of the Court. To incur expense, or to adopt any solid mode of 
settling the country, is entirely out of the question. To incur 
expense for troops is equally out of the thoughts of the Peshwah 
and his ministers; and although to gratify his revenge is a great 
object of his government, and he really believes his personal 
honour involved in it, he leaves that to the British government 
and to the exertion of the British troops.

The question with Ararat Kao is completely settled; and 
Amrut Rao has proposed to go and reside at Benares, as soon 
as the next rains shall be over. But it is strange, that notwith­
standing the Peshwah was professing such an invincible aversion 
to Amrut Rao, one so forcibly described by Munkaiscer, his 
Highness had opened a negotiation with him since my arrival at 
Poonah. Amrut Rao’s vakeel has attributed this negotiation to 
the desire of the Peshwah to make for himself better terms than 
he supposed I should propose to him, and to keep in confinement 

( some of Amrut Rao’s servants. M y opinion is, that it has been 
entered into in order to avoid the necessity of attending, on any 
subject, to the advice of an officer employed by the British 
government. I encouraged this negotiation as much as possible ; 
for nothing can settle so long as the Peshwah and his brother 
are at variance.

Your Excellency will have observed the commencement of 
Munkaiseer’s discourse respecting the Peshwah’s wishes in the 
peace. In the course of the conversations which I had with his 
Highness and his ministers, all expressed his Highness’s hopes 
that he should rise, and his state increase in proportion with that 
of the Company, accompanied by strong expressions of confidence 
in your Excellency’s justice.

It is also my duty to inform your Excellency, that while I was 
at Poonah, I received intelligence from more than one quarter, 
that the Peshwah had determined to ask me, whether you did not 
propose to give up to him all the territory which his servant 
Scindiah had ceded by the late treaty of peace. I mention these 
circumstances only because they tend to elucidate the foreign 
policy of this Prince. In respect to his domestic policy, his chief
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^■-SSjSStJbject is to destroy all the great families fit what can be called 
Ins Empire ; and he proposes to use his alliance with the British 
government in effecting this object.

Besides this, his Highness encourages the Rajah of Kolapoor, 
a foreign prince, to invade and destroy his own territories, in the 
possession of the family of Pursheram Bhow. The Peshwah’s 
ministers scarcely deny this fact, and the chiefs of Pursheram 
Bhow’s family allege it as the reason for not serving when 
called for.

There is no doubt whatever that the Peshwah’s government 
cannot exist on its present footing. Unless the British govern­
ment interfere in some manner respecting the southern jaghire- 
dars, there will be a contest in the southern part of the Empire, 
which will, in its consequences, affect Mysore and the Company’s 
territories. They will be obliged to interfere in the end, probably 

L with less effect than they can at present, and in the mean time
all the benefit of the services of the southern chiefs and their 
troops is entirely lost.

In my opinion, the first step to be taken is to give a check to 
the Rajah of Kolapoor. His country is the resort of all the 
freebooters driven from other places, and he is ready to place 
himself at the head of every disturbance. He has received into 
his territories the freebooters lately opposed to me on the Nizam'’s 
frontiers ; on which subject I propose to write to him, and it will 
remain with your Excellency to determine what shall be done 

j with him hereafter.
In respect to the southern jaghiredars, the following lines of 

conduct may be pursued :
To concur with the Peshwah in destroying them; to leave 

them and the Pcshwah to their fate; and to allow both parties 
to settle their disputes in the best manner they can, without in­
terfering at all. To interfere in a certain degree to ascertain the 
extent of the service to which the Peshwah is entitled from the 
southern jaghiredars ; to oblige them to afford i t ; and, on the 
other hand, to protect them from the oppression of the Peshwah’s 
government; and to guarantee to them their possessions as long 
as they shall continue to serve the Peshwah with fidelity. To 
make them at once independent states, under the protection, 
arbitration, and guarantee of the British government.



'.2X9. T o  his E xcellen cy the M arquess W ellesley.

Precariousness o f  the peace -with Scindiah. Its  permanence prob­

ably dependent on a liberal interpretation o f  the gtk A rticle  

o f the Treaty. Sumtnum jus he w ill hold to be summa in­

juria. D ifficulties and danger tv hie It w ould attend the re­

new al o f w arfare, and its bad effect at home. W e ought to 

make every sacrifice fo r  peace compatible w ith honour and  

safety. Though I  was i l l  inform ed on Gohud, our argum ent 

seems technically good, that Scindiah ought not to have it.

B u t should we risk  peace fo r  it, or fo r  G w alior ? Is  not 

a compromise feasible ? I  do not fe a r  w ar, and its success 

m ight be personally g ra tify in g  to me ;  but, on public grounds,

I  strongly p refer peace.
Bombay, 15th March, 1804.

I send you some very interesting despatches just received from 

M alcolm  ; am ong others, one containing the cop y of the T re a ty  
o f  Defensive A llian ce agreed to b y  Scindiah. This com pletes 

everything you wished for in this part of India.
It is proper, however, that I should inform you that m y 

opinion is that the duration o f the peace w ith Scindiah depends 
upon the arrangements consequent to the 9th A rticle . W e  must 
not depend a t all upon the annihilation o f his arm y and re­
sources, or too much upon the influence w e have established in 

his durbar. In respect to his arm y, the men and horses rem ain; 
and the extrem e distress to which the men are reduced renders 
it more necessary to em ploy them in hostility* against the Com ­

pany’s government.
It m ay appear extraordinary, but it is certainly true, that an 

arm y in the state in which Scindiah’s arm y is described to be 
by  M alcolm  is more dangerous in the present state o f the C om ­
pany’s power than one well paid, and in a  better state o f  disci­
pline, and under better command. In fact, the existence o f the 

individuals, and o f their horses (their on ly  property), depends 
upon their being led into some rich provinces; and th e y  will 
join any chief who w ill profess an intention to  lead them to 
plunder. I have m any proofs that p ay  is not an object to 
M ahratta horsemen compared with p lu n d er; and, notw ith­
standing the wretchedness of Scindiah's resources at present, I 

have no doubt but that if  he were desirous to renew the w ar he 

would not want the means of carrying his wishes into execution.
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> &>■ «<£/  T h e  influence established in Scindiah’s durbar gives us a 
better hold o f him than the state of his army. But even this 
must not be too much depended upon. T h e peace must intro­
duce new  modes o f actin g and of thinking upon every subject. 
T h e  view  from it must be tranquillity, and the hope of personal 
or national aggrandizem ent must be laid aside. But much time 
must elapse before the minds of any description of men can be 
brought cordially to adopt such a change in their situation, and 
to relinquish all the prospects to which they have looked forward 
for years. W e  must not expect, therefore, that the chiefs of 
Scindiah’s durbar w ill entirely discourage the proposition to 
renew hostilities with the C o m p an y; founded upon the notion, 
whether true or false, th at Scindiah has not been treated with 
the generosity which he expected in the arrangements consequent 
to the 9th A rticle  o f the treaty of peace.

W e must take care not to come to  a n y  conclusion respecting 
the sentim ents o f the chiefs o f Scindiah’s durbar from what we 
have seen o f the sentiments of the persons composing the dur­
bars o f the Soubah o f the Deccan and the Peshwah. In fact, 
there are no persons in the durbars o f either of those princes 

who were ever o f any consequence, or had any power previously 
to our connection with those durbars respectively (the Minister 
at H yderabad, I believe, excepted); all the persons o f the de­
scription o f Gopal Bhow, and others who appear to  be at the 
head of affairs in Scindiah’s durbar, are either living in obscurity, 
or are intriguing to render themselves independent, or are gone 
over to the enemy.

I believe Scindihh to  be disposed to preserve the peace with 
the Com pany, and to have a strong feeling of resentment against 
H olkar, and to know that he cannot support his power against 
that chief unless by  the assistance of the Com pany’s government.
I believe him to have been much gratified b y  the manner in 

which the treaty of peace was negotiated ; by  which, after he 
had been hum bled to the dust, his pride wounded, and his power 
destroyed, he was raised to a  degree of power greater than that 
possessed b y  any other prince in India, notwithstanding the im­
mense acquisitions which we have made ; and the prospect of the 
generosity o f the Com pany was afforded to him.

But if b y  the arrangements consequent to the 9th A rtic le  of 
the treaty he is to be deprived of a  large portion o f territory, 
which he im agined he should hold ; if  the arrangem ent is to be 
one consistent with justice, not generosity, and with good faith
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x ^ a s ^ fcfined b y  the laws o f civilized nations, and not as it is un­
derstood b y  these barbarians, these favourable feelings and 
dispositions o f Scindiah’s mind must be effaced by one which 
operates m ost strongly upon every native, viz. wounded pride, 
and the fear and shame o f hearing and bearing the insults of 

his own followers for having sacrificed his power to the British 
government.

W e must not depend on Scindiah’s sense of his interests, 
although we m ay have found him and his ministers to know 
them well. N one of the native princes are guided b y  a  sense 
o f their permanent interest, even as th ey  understand it them ­

selves, but in every instance b y  their passions, of w hich the 
strongest is pride.

Under these circumstances the arrangem ent under the 9th 
A rtic le  of the treaty of peace is a m atter o f great d e lic a c y ; 
and the peace o f India in a great measure depends upon its being 
made in conform ity with the negotiations for the treaty.

I have no fear whatever for the result o f a  recommencement 
o f the war, although possibly w e might not en joy all the advan ­
tages in carryin g it on which we had even in the last war. I 
feel confident that we must be successful upon every occasion in 
which we m ay em ploy the troops, and that the result o f the war 
must be honourable to us. B u t we should have to encounter 
m any difficulties, particularly in this quarter. T h e  countries in 
which we should act, or through which we should have to pass, 

are entirely exhausted by having been the seat o f the operations 
o f  the late war, and b y  having been plundered for years ; and 
a scarcity of rain in the last season, com bined with these causes, 
has produced a famine, o f w hich the arm y must feel the con­
sequences.

Supposing that we should penetrate to Hindostan, m atters are 
there in a worse situation than th ey  are in the Deccan, and we 
should experience greater difficulties.

I have frequently apprised you of circum stances respecting 
the Peshwab, which, if they do not prove insincerity, a t least 
show how difficult it would be to bring his governm ent through 
another war im m ed iate ly ; and in respect to  the southern chiefs 

l have to observe that it is not possible to suppose but that th ey  
are aware of the Peshwah’s designs against them, and that th ey  
w ould take the opportunity o f  the renewal o f hostilities to  force 
us to adopt their plans for their own independence.

W e  are m istaken if  we suppose that the Soubah of the D eccan
C c
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satisfied with the portion of the conquests allotted to 

him or that he will enter cordially into a new war the cause 
which will be the failure of an arrangement in which he w ill have

n° T h e C Rajah of Berar w ill not remain at peace. l i e  com­
plains loudly of the conduct of the Soubah’s servants in Berar 
an d-h e would renew hostilities if he should see a favourable

1 Under these circumstances we should be obliged to make the 
most formidable arrangements both for offensive and defensive 
operations that have ever vet been made b y  the B rttr ij govern- 
ment, far exceeding the scale of those made for the last war 
because every point must be defended, and our operations must

be most actively offensive. . .
In relation to the state of affairs at home. I consider the 

renewal o f the war to be the greatest misfortune that could 
occur. In the eyes o f those who are to judge of your conduct, 

it would efface 'the g lory  of the last w ar and of your whole 
administration. Believe me that neither the Court of Director 
nor the K in g ’s Ministers are capable of taking an en.urge 
of the present state of affairs in India. Everything as t  
so much altered within these last five years that I d o u b tv ery  
much whether there is any man in England who understa .. 
our present situation. I am certain L ord Castlercagh does not, 

and, as a  proof of it, I enclose the copy o f  a letter which I have

got from Mr. Duncan in confidence.
Since I have learned the real state o f the case rcgarrtng 

support that you are to expect in future from the Ministers and 
particularly since I have perused the letter of which the enclos :d 

is a copy, I have rejoiced at the peace as the most or un. 
event that could have occurred, and equal at .east to any i 
has occurred during your administration, both oi t ° P l* 

interest and your reputation. But what a falling o wi 1 
if the consequence of the peace should be a renewal of the war 
under circumstances o f greater difficulty than iave utrer 
occurred 1 You  possibly m ay not feel this part of the subjec 
so strongly as I d o ; but I acknowledge that I cannot separa 
the notion of your great character with the public rom 

public interests in India.
If all this be true, I think there is no doubt but that any sacri­

fice ought to be made to preserve the peace, and that every t mg 
ought to be done to keep Scindiah’s durbar in the temper in
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it was left when the peace was signed, which is not a b sfl* ' 

X ^ T trtQ y  inconsistent with the public faith or the public safety.
In the negotiations of the treaty  o f peace I was certain ly not 

sufficiently informed respecting the real state of Gohud. I under­
stood that the Ranah of G ohud existed as a  state in the same 
manner as the Rajahs of Jeypoor and Joudpoor ; and Scindiah’s 
ministers encouraged that m isunderstanding in order to deceive 
me. It appears that the R anah of Gohud has not existed  as a 
state for y e a r s ; that the territory of Gohud has been in the pos­
session of Scindiah ; and that your object was to restore the state 
of the Jauts, not to preserve a state that existed  already. I think 
there is no doubt but that the argument is on our s id e ; and 
that, both from  the breach of tire treaty and the understanding of 
the persons who made it, Scindiah ought to have nothing to do 

w ith Gohud. But he thinks he o u g h t; and his ministers have 
flattered him with the possession of this country and Gwalior, 
under the hope that I had been deceived, and that the words of 
the treaty would give him both ; and in m y opinion the whole 
question of the peace of India turns upon this point.

I am fu lly  aware o f the benefit to be derived from having 
forts, but I don’t think that the possession o f this or a n y  other 
fort is worth the risk of the renewal of the war. Gwalior would 
be of use to us for offensive operations with Malwa, and perhaps 
it is absolutely necessary if we keep possession o f Gohud. But 
it is of no use for general defensive purposes ; and I know  of no 
fort and no line o f frontier excepting a navigable river that is of 
any use against the M ahratta armies for mere defensive purposes. 
But Gwalior m ay be of use to secure the navigation of the Jumna, 
an object which is of the utmost importance, although it is too 
distant, in m y opinion, to affect that navigation in a n y  great 
degree, unless it has a ve ry  large garrison.

A n  arrangem ent m ight be made with Scindiah which would 

secure the navigation o f the Jumna, leaving in his hands the fort 
o f Gwalior. U nder the circum stance of his having agreed to the 
treaty of defensive alliance, this measure cannot be deem ed a 
dangerous one.

I would recommend that Scindiah should be informed that 
under the treaty  of peace he had forfeited all claim to the ter­
ritory of G ohud and to the fort o f G w alio r; that the object in 
wishing to retain those territories and the fort was to secure the 
navigation o f the Jumna ; but that provided he would com e into 
arrangements with a view  to that object, and would appoint a

C c 3
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• r ^ L ^ m o n  to be killadar w ho should be agreeable to the British 
governm ent, and in consideration of the intim ate alliance lately  
established between the two states, the British governm ent would 
restore to him G w alior and the territory o f Gohud, excepting 
those parts o f it w hich would be necessary to  form  a sufficient 
state  for the Ranah. I f  territory should not be wanted for this 

purpose, it would be better to give him back th e  whole.
I t  is scarcely necessary that I  should m ake any excuse for 

giving you m y opinion upon this su b je c t; I  should be unpar­
donable if I om itted it. It  agrees with that o f M alcolm , and I 
think it probable that you will adopt it when you will have before 

y o u  the real state of the case. I f  you should not, I will enter 
upon the new state o f things with all the zeal and ardour that is 
p o ssib le ; and I have no doubt whatever o f success. B u t how­
ever I m ay be pleased w ith the prospect of that success as far as 
I am concerned, I should prefer the continuance of peace for the 

public and for you.
Believe me, &c.,

A r t h u r  W e l l e s l k y .

220. T o M ajor M alcolm .

D iscussion o f  ou r r ig h t  to reta in  G w a lior;  a n d  conclusion in the 
nega tive . To do so  w ou ld  also be inexpedient, as ten d in g to 
im pa ir ou r ch a ra cter  f o r  g o o d  fa ith ,  the g r o u n d  o f  so m uch o f  
ou r late success.

(Extract.) Bombay, 17th March, 1804.

T h ere  is one part o f the question into w hich I have not entered 
in that letter very fully, that is, our right to Gwalior. I  his stands 
upon two grounds: 1 s t ,-our right under the 9th article o f the 
treaty o f  peace, a  treaty having been made w ith the Ranah o f 
Gohud ; andly, our right, under the same article, a  treaty having 

been made with A m bajee Inglia. I think yo u r argum ent with 
K a v e i N yn  is unanswerable, respecting the first ground. I he 
treaty of peace mentions the R anah o f Gohud and his territory 
freq u en tly ; these are the C om pany’s boundary, & c. & c . ; and if  
th ey  do not exist, one of the parties who m ade that treaty  was 
gu ilty  o f a fraud, o f which he lias no right to the benefit. But, 
supposing that the Ranah o f G ohud is to have territory, the 
question . is, whether Gwalior is included in that territory ? I 

have not got a translation of the treaty w ith that ch ief; but 
I am informed that it does not notice G walior. T h e  Governor-
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n ^ - C ^ c J claims that on the other ground, the treaty with A m bajec ; 
therefore the ground on which I, who made the treaty of peace, 
considered that we should get possession o f the fort of G w a­

lior, entirely fails.
The fact is, that we now feel the consequences of m y ignorance 

of the real state of affairs in Hindustan. T ill I received the 
Governor-General’s great dispatch regarding the peace, I thought 
that the state of the Ranah of Gohud existed ; but that dispatch 
for the first time informed me, that it was a state to be restored, 
and not one to be supported in independence, for which I was to 
provide. There was the error; and the same error will be found 
in his own treaty.

In respect to the second ground of our claim to Gwalior, viz. 
the treaty with Am bajee, on which alone the Governor-General 
rests, it fails us in two instances: ist, A m bajee held the fort as 
a servant of Scindiah. T he fort was Scindiah’s, and A m bajee 
his amildar. T he clause in the 9th article o f the treaty will 
therefore deprive us of it. atidly, Am bajee has broken his treaty, 
and we have determined that he shall not enjoy any of the ad­
vantages for which he had stipulated. T he Governor-General 
will, I know, bring forward an ingenious argument, on which he 
will claim the fo rt; but I am afraid that it will be too ingenious, 
and too much abstracted from all the circumstances of the case, 
to elicit the other parts o f the proceeding.

T h e ' question, in m y opinion, stands thus. Is it consistent 
with good faith to insist that the stipulations in our favour shall 
hold good, not against Am bajee, but against Scindiah, when the 
ground of the 9th article of the treaty of peace, that upon which 
we claim the independence of the Rajahs, was the necessity of 
preserving the Com pany’s faith ? W here is the necessity o f pre­
serving the Com pany’s faith with Am bajee, who has broken his 

treaty ?
I think it rather doubtful whether, in a case of this kind, we 

canadhere to one part o f the treaty, and not to another, although 
I believe it is done in m any instances. T hat is to say, the power­
ful party adopts the measures required b y  its own dignity, in­
terest, and safety. This, I think, will be the Governor-General’s 
theme. But at the expense of what other party are those mea­
sures adopted ? at the expense of that party who broke the treaty, 
but not at the expense o f Scindiah, a power independent of both. 
The fair w ay of considering this question is, that a treaty broken 
is in the same state as one never m ad e; and, when that principle
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^'Is applied to this case, it will be found that Scindiah, to whom 

the possessions belonged before the treaty was made, and by 
whom they have not been ceded by the treaty of peace, or by 

any other instrument, ought to have them.
, In respect to the policy of the question, it is fully canvassed in 

the enclosed letter. I would sacrifice Gwalior, or every frontier 
/ o f India, ten times over, in order to preserve our credit for scru- 
; pulous good faith, and the advantages and honour we gained by 

the late w ar and the peace ; and wc must not fritter them away 
in arguments, drawn from overstrained principles of the laws of 
nations, which are not understood in this country. W hat brought 
me through many difficulties in the vicar, and the negotiations for 
peace ? T h e  British good faith, and nothing else.

221. To the Governor-General.

British m ediation essen tia l f o r  s e tt lin g  the South M ahratta  
country. Comparative recommendations o f  the a lternatives 
p rev iou s ly1 proposed, f o r  that purpose. The th ird  course 
p re ferr ed .

(Extract.) Bombay, 21st March, 1804.

T he first point which it is desirable to obtain is, the Peshwah’s 
formal consent that the British government should interfere be­
tween his Highness and the southern jaghiredars. If this,should 
not be effected, the settlem ent will be im perfect; intrigues will 
be carried on by the Peshwah and his ministers, to derange the 
settlement m ade; and other sirdars of the Empire, possibly some 
who have rendered services, and to whom the British government 
m ay wish well, will be urged to excite disturbances in the coun­
tries allotted for the paym ent of the troops em ployed b y  the jag­
hiredars. B y  obtaining his Highness’s consent to the arrange­
ment, persons of that description, or others, possibly really in 
rebellion, and not employed by him, will be deprived o f the use 
of his H ighness’s name, which is the common instrument used by 
every freebooter in the Empire, who takes up arms against his 
Highness’s authority, or that of the persons acting under the 
authority of his government.

A fter that is done, the best mode of settling the questions be­
tween the Peshwah and the jaghiredars is that alluded to in the 
third instance, in m y address to your E xcellen cy  o f the 7th

1 See p. 382, ad fin.— Ed.
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^ ^ W S l^ v iz . ‘ to  interfere in a certain d e gree; to  ascertain the 
extent o f the service to w hich the Peshwah is entitled from the 
southern jagh ired ars; to oblige them  to afford it, and, on the 
other hand, to protect them from the oppression of the Peshw ah’s 
governm ent, and to guarantee to them their possessions, so long 

as they shall continue to serve the Peshwah with fidelity.’
T he modes proposed in the first and second instances, in m y 

address of the 7th in st, viz. ‘ to concur w ith the Peshwah in 
destroying the southern jaghiredars,5 or ‘ to  leave them  and 
the Peshwah to their fate, and allow both parties to  settle their 
disputes in the best manner th ey  can, w ithout interfering a t all,’ 
will infallibly occasion a contest, which will, in its consequences, 
affect the peace of the territories o f the H on. Com pany and of 

the Rajah o f Mysore.
I f  the first mode be adopted, and the settlem ent of the count ry, 

after it shall have been taken from the jaghiredars, is to rest with 
the Peshwah’s government, it will not be so advantageous to the 
British governm ent as that which exists at p resen t; and if the 

second mode be adopted, the contest will be long, the issue u n ­
certain, the resources of the country will be destroyed, the com ­
munications between M ysore and the troops at Poonah inter­
rupted, vast bodies of freebooters will be collected in the southei n 

provinces o f this empire, and the British governm ent w ill at last 
be obliged to interfere, to  provide for its own security and the 
peace of the territories of the Hon. Com pany, and o f th e  Rajah 

o f  Mysore.
T h e  m ode proposed in the fourth instance, v i z . 1 to m ake the 

jaghiredars a t  once independent states, under the protection, 

arbitration, and guarantee of the British governm ent,’ is one 
which would possibly provide more effectually for the security of 
the Hon. Com pany, and their allies and dependents, than any 
other that could be devised. B ut it must be founded upon the 
fact, that the Peshwah has broken his treaty  w ith the H on. C om ­
pany, in instances in which it  was in his power to perform it ;  
and upon a knowledge o f the personal characters and dispo­
sitions, and m ilitary resources of all the southern jaghiredars, 

which I am afraid we do not entirely possess.
T h e m ode in which I have recommended to settle this ques­

tion arises out of the treaty of Bassein, and the present state of 
his Highness’s government and power. T h e  measure is pressed 
upon the British governm ent b y  considerations relative to the 

safety and peace of the C om pany’s territories, as well as the
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means of his government to assist the British government in 
any future w a r a n d  it will be a  preparatory step to the inde­
pendence of the jaghiredars under the Com pany’s protection, if 
circumstances should ever render that event necessary or de­
sirable. I have little  doubt but that the southern jaghiredars, 
particularly the fam ily of Pursheram Bhow, will readily come 
into this arrangem ent; and, in m y opinion, if affairs should settle 
to the northward, the best period to complete it would be during 

the rainy season.

222. To Major Malcolm.

F urth er illustration o f  the in ju stice o f  su sta in in g the T reaties 
w ith  the Rajah o f  BeraRs feu d a to r ie s ;  and  dan ger o f  
ren ew ed  war.

(Extract.) Bombay, 30th March, 1804.

I have but faint hopes that I shall succeed in inducing 
the Governor-General to alter his intentions; as, by  a letter 
which I received yesterday from Mr. Edm onstone, it appears 
that he insists upon the confirmation o f all the treaties made 
with the feudatories o f the Rajah of B era r; some of which were 
signed at Cuttack, not less than .10 days after the intelligence k
o f the treaty  of peace.

1 have to observe also upon those treaties, that they have 
1 ceil negotiated and concluded, not with the real Rajahs or 
feudatories, but with their rannees or ministers. T h e real 
Rajahs are, and have always been, in confinement at Nagpoor.
T he Governor-General has, however, offered compensation to the 
Rajah of Berar for the loss he w ill sustain b y  the transfer of 
these Rajahs from his authority. But this will not satisfy him, 
as I know that his object was to establish his own authority in 
those countries.

M y  dear M alcolm , w eshall have another war, and the worst 
of it w ill be, that all these questions will not bear inquiry. It is 
not even denied that the treaties were signed m any days after 
the treaty  of peace was known at C u ttack; but all that is 
nothing ; the previous verb iage is thought sufficient to bind us, 
as if the signing of a treaty was not that which concluded and 
bound the parties ; and as if, in the treaty of peace w ithR agojee, 
w e had not so far insisted upon this point as to continue our 
operations till he had ratified his treaty. I declare that I am
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^ ^ is ^ s A d  and disgusted w ith this transaction beyond m easure; 
however, I can say no more on it. T h e orders are called final ; 

but my public letters, written in February, show m y opinion of it.

223. T o  Major M alcolm .

D ilem ma as to g i v i n g  up A sseergkur, r e su ltin g  f r o m  the 
G ivalior question.

(Extract.) Bombay, 18th April, 1804.

I have given  the Governor-General m y opinion, in very strong 
terms, upon the consequence which I apprehend from  his push­
ing one o f  his favourite projects, and I have told him  that he 

must e xp ect a war with Scindiah. I f  this war occurs, it must be 

carried on with disadvantage, if we have not A sse erg h u r; and 
will not the Governor-General have some reasb’n to complain 
of me, if, foreseeing that war, I should urge you to give up 
A sseerghur on an occasion in which you and Gen. L a k e  enter­
tain doubts? In  fact, to adopt this measure is tantam ount to an 

anticipation of his final opinion on the subject o f Gwalior.
I am aware that to retain A sseerghur is a  breach o f treaty, and 

that it is a measure which w ill much annoy Scindiah’s govern­
ment, B u t this is as much the affair o f the Commander-in- 
Chief and yourself as it is m in e ; and w here you doubt, I can 

have no confidence, and cannot venture to act.
T hese are m y deliberate sentiments upon the subject. I  see 

clearly that A sseerghur ought to be given up, but I cannot venture 

to give an opinion upon it.
Confound these red boxes and the gentlem en in B e n g a l! T h e 

delays th e y  occasion w ill send us to the devil.

224. T o Lieutenant-Colonel Close.

Im becility , unpopularity, and  unreasonable dem ands o f  the 
P eshw ah . W ill the G overnor-G eneral continue to support 
him  ?

(Extract.) Bombay, 12th May, 1804.

It now appears that the Peshwah is not supported b y  a  single 

M ahratta sirdar or horseman, that he does not enjoy any revenue, 
and that he has no means w hatever of supporting his own 

authority. T h e records at Poonah w ill show that he late ly  
applied to me to take measures to catch thieves who had taken 
refuge in the ju n g le s ; and it now appears that, in order to 

enable the Peshwah to carry on his governm ent at all, the
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^ 2 j!jL£lttntrjr must be conquered again by  the British troops. I do 
not mean to urge the difficulty of this operation, but I allude 
to these circumstances, in order to show the possibility that 
the Governor-General m ight determine to adopt a mode of 
settling the question w ith the jaghiredars which would not 
occasion a necessity o f em ploying the British troops to the 

southward at the present crisis.
In respect to the list o f talooks, o f which the Peshwah requires 

that the British troops should put his amildars in possession, it 
Contains the names of all the strong forts, excepting Darwar; 
and of districts belonging to every chief, particularly a large tract 

belonging to Madhoo R ao Rastia.
In respect to G okiah, he naturally refuses to give  up the 

districts which are to support his troops, till other means of 
support shall have been assigned to him, upon which subject 
the Peshwah will not, or has not, satisfied him. A t  the same 
time, G okiah was the on ly  chief on whom his H ighness could 
rely, and his the only body of troops whose services he could 
command, either to support the ordinary operations of his 
government, to overawe the southern jaghiredars, or to perform 
his treaty with the Com pany. This sirdar, and these troops, 
have slipped through his hands. G okiah has crossed the Kistna, 
and is. gone to the southward ; and his Highness now calls 
upon the British government, not only to support him against 
his foreign enemies, and to guard his person, but to perform 
these services without the assistance which he is bound to afford, 
to support the ordinary operations o f his government, to under­
take an extensive service against certain of his subjects, whose 
allegiance, by  common management, m ight have been secured, 
and, at last, to punish and destroy the chief who has served for 
years w ith the British troops, whose conduct has alw ays been 
satisfactory, and whom I left at Poonah a months ago in a 
disposition to undertake any service for the Peshwah s govern­
ment, provided he should be treated w ith common justice.

A ll these facts are so strong, they prove so much incapacity in 
the Peshwah'’s government, and point out so clearly the aversion to 
it of all the principal chiefs, and show the probable grounds o f 
that aversion, that I think it much to be doubted whether his 
E x cellen cy  the Governor-General will choose to give his support 

to his Highness’s authority.

\ ^JTHE PESHWAH T H R O W S  AWAY BIS TRUMP CARDS. I



225. To tho Hon. H enry W elloaley.

P rospect o f  w a r  w ith Holkar, w h ich  ou gh t to he v e r y  short. 
Fam ine in the D ecca n ;  its causes. D ifferen ce w ith  the 
G overnor-G eneral on G walior con i trea ties w ith  l i e r a r  tribu­
taries. D anger o f  r en ew ed  w a r  w ith  the ex-Confederatcs.
The G overnor-G eneral ‘ s in cere m  h is notions,' bu t o v er  
ingenious, and  lacks capable and  independent adv isers. Con­
sensus o f  opinion a ga in s t ou r r igh t  to reta in  Gwalior.

(Extract.) Bombay, 13th May, 1804.

I have been detained here ever since I wrote to you b y  
Houghton, b y  the want o f the Governor-G eneral’s'answers upon 

a variety o f points which I had referred to him a t different 

times, and b y  the chance which I saw that the result o f General 
L ake ’s discussions with Ilo lkar would be the necessity of 
attacking that chief. A ccordin gly  I have within these few 
days received the Governor-General’s order to attack the p o s-, 

sessions o f H olkar in the Deccan, while General L a k e  will 
attack him in Hindostan ; and I propose to join the arm y which 
is now encam ped between this place and Poonah in the course 

of very few  days.
There is at present a famine in the D eccan, which, in m y 

opinion, w ill destroy h a lf o f  the inhabitants. It  is occasioned 
in part b y  the operations of the M ahratta armies for the last 
ten years, particularly b y  those o f H olkar in the year 1802 ; 

in part b y  the operations of the M ahratta armies in the war, 
and in part b y  the w ant o f rain in the last season, and b y  the 
want o f arrangement and energy in the governm ent of the 

Peshwah. B ut whatever m ay be its cause, I  fear that it will 
prevent m e from commencing m y operations till a late  period 

in the rainy season, when I m ay exp ect that the new grass and 
new crops o f grain will afford some forage. In the mean time 
it is m y opinion that if General L a k e  attacks H olkar with 
vigour, and pursues him with activ ity  and perseverance, and 
above all, if  Scindiah should co-operate heartily in the war, it 
will not last a  fortnight. H olkar’s power is like that o f the band 

o f freebooters whom I destroyed in the month of F ebruary la s t : 
it cannot stand a defeat o f his a r m y ; and the pursuit after the 

defeat will m ake it crum ble aw ay to nothing.
Scindiah’s government, although it has concluded the d cL n -
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sivt alliance, is not satisfied with us; and the misfortune is 
that, between ourselves, I think we are in the wrong. T he 
difference relates to the fort of Gwalior, which Scindiah thinks 
ought to belong to  him, and the Governor-General w ill not 
give it up. I differ in opinion with the Governor-General both 
as to the right and policy of keeping this fort i I have delivered 
m y opinion to him regarding the latter, but have said nothing 
upon the former, as the question turns upon a nice point of the 
law of nations, which the Governor-General has argued with 
his usual in gen uity; but I acknowledge I differ from him 

entirely.
I could not make you understand this subject without writing 

a volume, and you will probably see the papers upon it very 
shortly after you will receive this letter. A ll  I can say is, that 
I am convinced, and so is Malcolm, that we should have 
renewed the war upon this point if the Governor-General had 
not determined to give Scindiah the whole o f the H olkar pos­
sessions ; and this concession will probably reconcile Scindiah’s 
mind to the disappointment respecting Gwalior.

If Scindiah should not be satisfied, and should take advantage 
o f the state of our affairs with H olkar to attack us again, the 
Rajah of Berar, who is equally dissatisfied, will likewise enter 
into the war. H e  also is not satisfied with the manner in 
which the treaty of peace has been carried into execution.
T h e  Nizam ’s government have pressed upon him most power­
fully, and I think that the Governor-General has not treated 

him with liberality. I promised that the tenth article of the 
treaty of peace should not be applied in any instance in which it 
was not necessary for the preservation of the Com pany’s faith ; 
and I reported this promise to the Governor-General in the 
letter which accompanied the treaty, and in the minute of the 
conferences in the negotiation. T h e Rajah has been called upon 
to  confirm, under the tenth article of the treaty of peace, verbal 
offers (I may call them) which were scarcely accepted, and on 
which treaties were not concluded till ten days after Colonel 
Harcourt had received from Calcutta the intelligence of the 
peace, and nearly twenty days after he had received private 
intelligence of it from me. A fte r all, the treaties were not con­
cluded with the real feudatories, who were in confinement at 
Nagpoor, but with their ministers in some instances, and their 
wives in others. T he Governor-General makes an ingenious 
argument to show that a verbal agreem ent is equally binding
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made ; but supposing it had been made, let it be recollected that 
after I had signed a  treaty o f peace with an authorized vakeel 
of the R ajah  of Berar, I refused to stop the operations: on the 
contrary, I continued m y  march towards N agp oor till the treaty 
was ratified by  this ve ry  Rajah o f Berar, who is now told that 
verbal agreem ents must be considered as binding upon the 

British government.
From  all this statem ent you w ill observe that the system  of 

moderation and conciliation b y  which, w hether it be right ot 
wrong, I made the treaties of peace, and which has been so 
highly approved and extolled, is now given up. Our enemies 
are much disgusted, and complain loudly of our conduct and 
want o f fa ith ; and in truth I consider the peace to be b y  no 

means secure.
However, the Governor-General is sincere in his notions 

upon these subjects. H e  considers his decisions to be strictly  
correct, and he has offered compensation to the Rajah o f Berar, 
and, as I have above told you, has adopted measures which w ill 

possibly conciliate Scindiah. But still we are all shaking 
again : the public interests m ay again be exposed to tiie risk 
o f a  battle, which we m ight have avoided b y  a smaller portion 

of ingenuity.
In fact, m y dear H enry, we want at C alcutta  some person 

who will speak his mind to the Governor-General. Since you  
and M alcolm  have left him, there is nobody about him with 
capacity to understand these subjects, who has nerves to discuss 

them with him, and to oppose his sentiments when he is wrong. 
There cannot be a stronger proof o f this w ant than the face 
that M alcolm  and I, and General L ak e , and Mercer, and W ebbe, 
were of opinion that we had lost Gwalior w ith the tre aty  o 

peace.
I wish you to consider all that I have w ritten to you up an 

this subject as entirely between ourselves. I mention it to  you 
only that you m ay know the real state of the case if the war 
should be renewed : however, I now think it possible that it 

w ill not.

^ V \
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326. Translation o f a Mahratta letter from  M ajor-General 
the Hon. A . W ellesley  to D ow lut Hao Scindiah, dated 
0 th SufFun, answ ering to the 30th M ay, 1804.

A dvice to Scindiah on the Gohud and  Gwalior question. F irst 
p e r fo rm  the T rea ty ;  then rem onstra te, in reliance on y o u r  
close ally, the B ritish  Government.

(Extract.)

M y language to your ministers upon this subject has been 
uniformly the same. I said, whenever they spoke to me, that 
the poss* a.-ion of G ohud and Gwalior must depend upon the 
treaties which had been made with Gen. L a k e ; and I think I 
have shown you in this letter, that the treaties which affect the 
possession o f Gohud and Gwalior ought to be confirmed under 
the 9th article o f the treaty of peace.

Under these circumstances, you cannot suppose that the 
Com pany can or will relinquish their just demand that you 
should confirm the treaties which affect Gohud and Gwalior, as 
well as the other treaties: you are bound to confirm them b y  
the 9th article of the treaty of p e a ce ; and, without being guilty 
of a breach of faith towards the Ranah o f Gohud, the Com pany 
cannot avoid insisting upon your performing your engagement.
I most anxiously recommend you to perform it.

T his transaction m ay be attended with greater loss to your 
government than you were aware of at the time you engaged to 
perform i t ; and it m ay have reduced your power to a degree 
much lower than I contemplated when I negotiated the peace, 
or than the Governor-General ever intended. If you should feel 
the pressure of your difficulties, state them to the Resident at 
your durbar, and he will report them  to the Governor-General ; 
and rely upon it that the British Government will not fail to 
adopt every measure, which is consistent with justice and pro­
priety, to relieve the difficulties of a state with which its interest 
is so closely connected. But it is necessary, in the first instance, 
to perform the treaty o f peace.

i f  ||j| C A R R Y  OUT THE TREATY: THEN REMONSTRATE. I  ^ T '
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R e p o r t o f  d iscu ssio n  w ith  S c in d ia h 's  envoys on G w a lio r , & c .

P a r a m o u n t  necessity  o f  c o n c ilia tin g  th e n a tiv es , a n d  c o n su lt­

in g  th e ir  interests.

(Extract.) Camp at Panowullah, 23rd May. 1804.

I have received a letter from Scindiah upon the subject o f 

Gohud and Gwalior, to which I have written an answer, which 
I have given to  Goorparah. I enclose the English draft and a 
cop y of the answer. From  what Goorparah said, I think that 
this letter w ill settle the question. In the argum ent yesterday,

■ which followed the perusal of the letter, th ey  gave up Gohud 
and Gwalior, and continued to dispute on the ground of other 
districts w hich A m bajee had ceded, and which we had made 
over to the Ranah. t told them that I could not go into details, 
as I had no inform ation; that the decision upon every such 
district depended upon two points : 1st, was it to the southward 
o f the territories of the Ranah ; 2nd, had it been Scindiah’s, 
or Serinjaum y ? In summing up the result o f the discussions 
I observed to them that they had given up Gohud and Gwalior, 
and directed their arguments entirely to the possession o f other 
districts ; to which they answered in the usual style, that they 
had done so because it w as m y pleasure. But the fact is, that 

th ey  had nothing to answer.
I pressed them  to discontinue their angry discussions, to advise 

Scindiah from me to bring this question to a close by  confirming 

the treaties, and afterwards to enter into a confidential com m u­
nication w ith you on the state o f his affairs in general. i he 
Governor-General m ay w rite what he pleases at C a lcu tta ; we 
must conciliate the natives, or we shall not be able to do his 
business ; and all his treaties, without conciliation and an en­
deavour to convince the N ative powers that we have views besides 

our own interests, are so m uch waste paper.

228. To Colonel C lose.

H u r r y  P u r s h c r a m  seeks reco n cilia tio n  w ith  th e  P c s h w a h , th ro u g h  

the in flu en ce o f  the B r i t i s h  G o v ern m en t. G en . W elles ley  s 

a d v ice  to h im , a n d  to th e  R e s id e n t  a t  P o o n a h , on the g en et a l  

q uestion  o f  the S o u th e r n  C h ie fs .

(Extracts.) Camp at Meritch, 1st July, 1804.

I have the honour to inform you that H urry Pursheram,



Called Baba Saheb Putwurdun, one of the fam&yJol- - i  
.wffi^nrshcrain Bhow, paid me a visit yesterday, in my camp at 

Rajah poor, which I returned this morning on my road through 
Tasgaum. He took the opportunity of this visit to talk to 
me in private. He said that he was entirely at the mercy 
of the British government, and it must rest with them either 
to destroy him, or to allow him to retain his possessions. I 
desired him to explain himself; he then said he heard 
that the Peslnvah was offended at his conduct, and that he 
was at the mercy of the British government. That all he 
was desirous of was to serve the Peshwah’s government, as in 
former times; and that all he hoped for was the favour of 
his Highness and the British government, in proportion to his 

I zeal and fidelity.
In answer, I told Baba Saheb that it was perfectly true that 

the Peshvvah was offended with him, and that his Highness 
certainly had reason to complain of his conduct; however, it was 
possible that his Highness might be induced to forgive and 
forget what had passed; but that it must be in the confidence 
that he should have no cause to complain in future; and that that 
confidence must be founded on acts,—not professions of service.
I therefore urged him earnestly, if he had any regard for his own 
honour and situation, to endeavour to reconcile himself to the 
Peshwah, and to serve him hereafter with zeal and fidelity. I 
pointed out to him the state of the Peshwah’s government at the 
present moment; I observed that it was stronger in his Highness’s 
own opinion, and in reality, than that of any Peshwah had ever 
been ; and I hinted to him, that it was not to be supposed that 
the British government, which had done so much for the Peshwah, 
would cease its endeavours in his support, till his power and 
authority should be completely established and acknowledged in 
till parts of his territories. I observed that the Peshwah was 
not. in fact, so bent upon revenge as people supposed ; that I 
had found him to be an indulgent master, when he had reason to 
believe that his servants were in earnest in their profession of 
repentance and future good conduct; and that he might depend 
upon it that there was nothing that the British government 
wished so much, as to see his Highness surrounded by his sirdars, 
and his government supported by its natural strength, and the 
tlucf men of the Empire in the enjoyment of their rights and 
possessions. In answer, Baba Saheb said that he wished and 
intended to serve the Peshwah according to ancient custom ; and

| ' i f  C1EN. WELLES LEV'S ADVICE TO THE P  VTWVRI) VS.  1 O  T



I told him that I should consider what he had then said and so 
frequently repeated, as binding upon him in any future discussion 
which might take place upon this subject. I observed that 1 had 
no instructions to discuss the subject at this time, and did not 
know what the ancient custom was ; but that it appeared that 
the intention expressed by Baba Saheb was fair, and would be 
satisfactory.

* * * * * * * *
The circumstances that I have above detailed, which passed 

at the meeting with Baba Saheb, appear to hold out a favourable 
opportunity of settling the Peshwah’s affairs with the Putwurdun 
family, and eventually with all the southern chiefs ; and I pro­
ceed to give you my opinion regarding the mode in which that 
settlement ought to be effected. In respect to Baba Saheb, it 
is my opinion that, if he should open himself to you upon the 
subject, you ought to urge the durbar to accept his offers of 
service; and if he should require that the British government 
shall guarantee the security of his person while he shall be at 
Poonah on the service of the Peshwah, and his possessions while 
he shall serve his Highness with fidelity, it is entirely consistent 
with the instructions of his Excellency the Governor-General to 
give that guarantee. As the arrangement which there is a 
prospect of making with Baba Saheb will be made in concert 
and communication with the Peshwah, and as his Highness is 
well aware that the British government will not permit him to 
break engagements into which he may enter with his subjects or 
servants, through their mediation, it is probable that he will have 
no objection to this guarantee, and it is desirable that it should 
be given with his knowledge and consent. If the arrangement 
should be made with Baba Saheb, as I hope it will, it is probable 
that offers to the same purport will be made by the other 
southern chiefs; and I anxiously recommend that you should 
encourage them all, and urge the durbar to accept them ; and 
that you should give the sirdars the Company s guarantee for the 
security' of their persons and their possessions, on the ground of 
their faithful services to the Peshwah’s state.

220. To E. Straehey, Esq.

The B ritish  G overnm ent to a rb itra te the d iffer en ces betiveen the *  
P eshw ah  and  the Southern Chiefs. N ature o f  th e ir  rela tion  

D d
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I ^ S a V  to the Peshwah. Appah Saheb to be firs t  dealt with. A t d y f J |  j  

s<%n, .vsfij y  o f  agreement to be proposed to him.

(Extracts.) Gim p at Bindegherry, 8th July, 1804.

1. I enclose the copy of a dispatch which I have received front 
his E xcellen cy the Governor-General, from which you will 
observe that it is his E xcellen cy ’s desire that the British govern­
ment should interpose its arbitration for the purpose of settling 
the differences between the Peshwah and the southern jaghiredars; 
and that l  should appoint a person to conduct the inquiries and 
negotiation connected with the proposed settlement.

2. I have fixed upon you for the performance of this service, 

and I proceed to give you m y instructions.
3. The persons who are the objects o f the Governor-General's 

orders are not properly jaghiredars. T h ey  are the serinjaumy sir­
dars of the Poonah state ; and it is peculiarly the case with serin­
jaum y lands, that the possession of them m ay be changed annually.
The chiefs in question, however, have held their lands of this 
description for many y e a rs ; and they have other possessions 
under the Poonah state, some in jaghire, others in enaum, and 
others held only  as comavisdars or amildars o f the government.

4. Serinjaum y lands are granted for the payment o f troops 
employed in the service o f the state, and it stands to reason that 
the condition of the tenure of serinjaumy lands is, that the holder 
should render service to the state ; but the chiefs in question 
have long been in the habit of rendering no service to the 
Peshwah, under various pretences ; the principal of w hich is, that 
the R ajah o f Kolapoor has attacked them, and has plundered 
their possessions; and that their troops are employed in the 
defence o f the territories from the revenues of which they arc to 

be supported.
* * * * * * *

8. In m y opinion, the best mode of arranging these affairs is, 
to commence settling with Appah Saheb, who is' commonly 
supposed to be the head of the Putwurdun family. I have ac­
cordingly written to that chief, to inform him that I was desirous 
of communicating with him on business o f importance, and had 
requested you to go to h im ; and I have desired him to write to 
you at Deogherry, on the Werdah, and to fix  the time and place 
at which you w ill meet him.

9. I have tlic honour to enclose with this a letter of introduc- 

*  tion for A pp ah  Saheb.
* * * * * * *

( i f  |§§f 'm z \ NATURES OF TENURES IN  SOUTH MAHARASHTRA. J/^ y
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TERMS TO BE PROPOSED TO A P P A H  SAIIEB. 4 ° 3  j j |

13. If you should find that A ppah Saheb is disposed to serve 1 ̂
the Peshwah, you w ill la y  open the following propositions, as the ■
articles of an agreem ent for settling all differences between the J
Peshwah and his fam ily, and for defining their respective claim s ' . J
and benefits hereafter. . ■

i. There shall be a mutual oblivion and pardon of a ll injuries ' 1
on both sides. The British government w ill guarantee the I
security of the persons of A ppah Saheb, his brothers, relations, II
and adherents, so long as they shall serve the Peshwah with ■
fidelity, and refrain from intrigu ing or holding an y  communica- 1
tion with his H ighness’s enemies. I

ii. A ppah Saheb, his brothers, relations, and adherents, shall 1
hold the lands of which they have possession b y  virtue of sunnuds, , J
or legal grants from the state, whether as serin jaum y, or enaum, A
or in ja g h ir e ; and the British government w ill guarantee to ■
them the possession of a ll those lands as long as they shall serve ■
the Peshwah zealously and faithfu lly, and shall hold no com- ■
munication with his H ighness’s enemies. In order to ascertain ■
the lands, the possession of which the British government are to
guarantee to A ppah Saheb, and his brothers, relations, &c., a ist
of them is to be given in b y  A ppah Saheb, which list is to be M
referred to his H ighness the Peshwah, who w ill make such objec-
tions as he m ay think proper to Appah Saheb s retaining an> f l
particular portion of those described in the list. A ppah Saheb is H
to rep ly  to the Peshwah’s.objections to his l i s t : and the British H
government is to decide between the parties. In the mean time,
till the decision shall be made, A ppah Saheb is to remain in I
possession of the lands. ■

iii. The condition, on which the Hon. Company w ill guarantee ■
to A ppah Saheb, &c., the possession of their lands is, that they
shall serve the Peshwah zealously and faithfully. In considera- ■
tion of the injuries which the country has received from long ■
wars, and having been frequently plundered, and la te ly  a famine, ■
Appah Saheb, &c., shall not be required to produce, a t an y  time, : ■
more than two-thirds of the forces; for the support of which H
they w ill retain the serin jaum y lands. But that reduced number H
must be produced whenever it  m ay be called for, otherwise the jH
guarantee in the and artic le shall be null and void. A lso  one-
third of the number of the forces Appah Saheb, &c., are bound : H
to supply, are a lw ays to be at Poonah, under the command of ■
one of the members of the Putwurdun fam ily. The person who ; ■
shall command this force shall be under the guarantee ot the ■
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|  X‘̂ 5Z! troops which A ppah Sahcb will have to furnish, according to

this arrangement, shall be ascertained and decided b y  the British 
government, in the same manner as the quantity of lands which 
A pp all Salieb, &c., are to hold till the decision shall be made. 
A ppah Saheb, &C., are to supply for the Peshwah’s service that 
body of troops which they will allege they ought to furnish 
according to the present arrangement.

iv. A p p a h  Saheb, &c., are to restore to the Peshw ah’s govern­
ment all lands, &c., & c., which they m ay hold, for which they 
have no sunnuds. In this article are included all lands of which 
they m ay be the comavisdars or amildars, unless the possession of 
such lands should be material to their safety, or to enable them 
to collect the revenues o f their serinjaumy, enaum, or jafjjiire 
lau d s: in which case, the British government will interest them­
selves w ith the Peshwah, that the comavisdars m ay be continued 
to the Putwurdun fam ily, provided they give security that the 
Peshwah shall regularly receive the revenue.

2 3 0 . To Major Shawe.

S tran ge circum stance o f  S cindiah's in clin in g to Holkar aga in st 
us. He has broken the trea ty o f  d e fen siv e alliance. B u t 
t ea r  w ith  him  w ou ld  be m ost ill-tim ed. P roposed  mode o f  
d ea lin g  w ith  him, and  w ith Holkar.

(Extracts.)

Seringapatam, 14th Dec., 1804.

I think it almost certain, that the accounts of the victories of 
the British armies o f the 13th and 17th Nov. will produce an 
alteration in the councils o f Scindiah. H e will not be so ready 
to join him self with M cer Khan, and neither will be bold enough 
to venture upon an attack upon the British possessions. T he 
facts, however, stated in Mr. Jenkins’s dispatch are curious, and 
well deserving the attention of every European politician who has 
any thing to say to India. Scindiah, whose enm ity to H olkar 
was becom e p roverbial; who allied him self with the Com pany 
for the express purpose of defending himself against, and eventu­
ally  destroying. H o lk a r; who rejoiced when he found that the 
war was determined 011 and inevitable j who has suffered severely 
in its progress by H olkar’s plunder of his town of Mundleysir, 
and by M eer Khan s plunder of B h ilsa ; and who has every thing

f l  ^  \ c | f  FKEAKISNNESS OF SCTNDIAE’S DEFECTION TO B O Z - j r ^ H T



'w ^ ^ ® h m e fr o m  its successful conclusion, which the sm allest e x e r t io f b ' '^ ^  
\ 2 iPii3 «s part would ensure ; instead o f m aking that exertion against 

his enemy, joins his enem y, for the purpose of destroying Ills 
friend and ally.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *
I here can be no doubt but that Scindiah has already broken 

the treaty o f defensive alliance.

t1 * * * * *  #

In the case of a breach o f treaty, it certain ly rests w ith the 
British governm ent to adopt that measure which will be most 
convenient for its own interests. I t  would be fully justified in 
having recourse to arms, a t the same time that war is not the 
necessary consequence of every breach o f treaty. T h e  question, 
therefore, is sim ply one o f convenience; and upon this point I 
have no scruple in declaring, that the present is o f all others the 
worst time to  attem pt the conquest o f M a lw a ; which must be 
the object o f the war, and the only one which can bring it to a 

conclusion. W e have neither troops, m oney, civil servants, 
magazines, nor any one object which would be necessary to 
carry this plan into execution. There are other reasons also 
for delaying to attem pt it, referrible to the state of affairs in 

England. It will not be easy hereafter for Scindiah to g et any 
European allies ; and his armies and resources will certainly not 
improve during the interval in which we m ay think proper to 
leave him to himself, and to the prosecution o f his own plans 
against H olkar.

The plan which I should recommend to the G overnor-G eneral 
would be to call upon Scindiah now to take measures to seize 
H o ik a r; if  he should refuse, or om it to  take  a n y  measures for 
that purpose, I  would leave him to himself. I would form the 

armies in Bundelcund, and in the conquered provinces, according 
to the plan proposed in one o f  m y memorandums ; and the sub­
sidiary forces with the Soubah of the D eccan and the Teshwah 

on the G odavery, according to a  plan proposed in one o f  m y 
letters to you, and another to  the Governor-General. I would 
then intimate to K a ve l N yn, or whoever m ay be the head o f the 
English party at Scindiah’s durbar, that the G overnor-G eneral 
had been prepared to advance m oney to Scindiah, and to assist 
him with troops in the true spirit o f the defensive alliance, in 
order to enable him to settle a governm ent in M alwa, but that 
Scindiah had broken it in all its essential articles, and that the 

British governm ent would not revive i t ; or would not act upon it

I f f  WITH HIM WOULD BE JUST, BUT MISTIMED. A C T



y  manner as long as Sirjee Rao Ghautky formed a part of 
the council, or remained in Scindiah’s presence. At the same 
time, 1 would intimate an intention to perform every article of 
the treaty of peace.

This plan of conduct may revive the English party, and if it 
should, vve may depend upon its permanence, and may act with 
it in the spirit of the defensive alliance; but if Ghautky should 
last, we may have peace with Scindiah for a time, and possibly, 
after the example which has been made of Holkar, for a 
very long time, but we cannot venture to act upon the defensive 
alliance.

It may be asked, what will be done with Holkar, who, I sup­
pose, has escaped alive? I answer, he cannot now be formidable 
to the British government. Let him be followed, as I proposed 
in one of my memorandums to the Governor-General, with a 
reward for his apprehension. If wc should take him, so much 
the better; if not, leave him to his contest with Scindiah, which 
will revive with double fury.

231. To Colonel Close.

S cind iah  m ost blatnedble f o r  not p u n ish in g  those con cern ed  in  the 
attack on M r. Jenk in s. H e is probab ly o v era w ed  by Ghaut­
ky. N either probab ly d e s ir es  w a r  w ith  th e Company, o r  they 
iwould ha v e a c ted  sooner. D ifficu lty o f  in terposin g to sa v e  
M r. Jenk in s, a n d  y e t  a v o id  w ar. To w r i t e  a  letter , a n d  
advance a co rp s n ear to S cindiah 's a rm y,—the sa fe s t  and  
m ost p a cific  p lan . A lternative courses lik ely to be adopted by 
Scindiah. H ow  f a r  each is  compatible w ith  peace.

(Extract.)

Fort St. George, 4th March, 1805.

There can be no doubt but that the conduct of Scindiah 
throughout has been very improper; but not, in my opinion, in 
making an attack upon Bhopal or Saugur. There is no doubt 
but that he had a claim upon the Nabob of Bhopal, and it is 
more than probable that he had one upon Saugur, which, as you 
observe, holds but very slightly on the Peshwah; but bis mis­
behaviour has been, in my opinion, principally towards Mr. Jen­
kins himself. The first attack upon Mr, Jenkins was a gross 
violation of the law of nations, on a point perfectly understood 
by the Mahrattas ; and it was Scindiah’s business to punish the

\ \  '
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^'''^lelsohs g u ilty  o f m aking that a ttack, and to take special care 
that it should not be repeated. T h e  repetition o f the attack adds 
to the enorm ity of the first offence, particularly as no measures 

have been taken to punish the persons gu ilty  o f it.
T h e Governor-General, in his dispatches, has decided that 

Scindiah shall be considered gu ilty  o f G h au tky ’s acts, if he 
retains G h au tky  in his service, and does not restrain him ; 
but the question upon this subject, is not whether Scindiah 
has the inclination, but whether he has the power, o f restraining 

him.
I believe Scindiah to be very w eak in intellect, although he 

has been known at times to assert his own power and dignity 
with a tolerably strong hand. But 1 am  convinced that neither 
he nor his real ministers could ever have been concerned in the 
outrages to which I have referred. I am convinced also, that 
Scindiah knows that if he were to go  to war with the British 
government, every respectable man in his state and arm y would 
leave him. It  is m y opinion, therefore, that lie is overawed 
b y  G h a u tk y ; that he feels the danger of endeavouring to  arrest 
G hautky’s person, which can alone put a  period to his practices; 
and he thinks that the measure would, in the event, leave him 

without resources and without army.
T he result of this reasoning is, then, that we have reason to 

complain of Scindiah’s governm ent for acts com m itted b y  

Ghautky, which, we have reason to suppose, are contrary 
to Scindiah’s inclination, and that o f his real ministers, and all 
his sirdars, but which he had not the power, or that he fears to 

punish.
It is m y opinion that neither Scindiah nor G hautky means to 

attack the Com pany. I f  they had intended it, they would not 
have lost the time before Saugur, during which H olkar and 
Meer K han have been d efea ted ; and it is to be hoped that the 
Rajah of Bhurtpoor w ill have been d e stro ye d ; but they would 
have dashed at once at Bundelcund and upon Benares, during 
the time that they knew that the Com m ander-in-Chicf and our 
troops were engaged with H olkar and the R a jah  o f Bhurtpoor’s 
forts. Scindiah’s object is, I think, to get together a little m oney, 
and to be guided b y  events ; and G hautky appears to have no 

object at all, excepting to keep together an arm y of plunderers, 
which will g ive  him the power over Scindiah. W e  must exp ect 
that the course of events will be favourable to  u s ; and there­

fore it is unlucky that affairs have been brought to such a crisis,



x fer ■•«g>/and that it is absolutely necessary to interfere with a strong hand 
to save Mr. Jenkins and our honour, by which we shall again risk 
a war.

I do not see what plan we can adopt, in the execution of which 
Mr. Jenkins’ life will not be in danger; and although it is an 
object of the first consequence to save his life, I declare that I am 
doubtful whether a strong measure or a moderate one is most 
likely to be successful. It is my opinion, that the Governor- 
General or you ought to write to Scindiah, to point out to him 
the enormity of the acts committed against Mr. Jenkins, who 
was residing with him in the quality of an ambassador ; and 
who, therefore, by the laws of nations, as they are fully under­
stood by the Mahrattas, was entitled to his protection ; that the 
Governor-General was disposed to believe that these acts had 
been committed without Scindiah’s knowledge, and against his 
consent; but they had passed without punishment or even 
notice, and it was therefore absolutely necessary to withdraw 
Mr. Jenkins from Scindiah’s durbar, and to cease all communica­
tion with him, unless Scindiah should, immediately on the receipt 

| of that letter, seize Sirjee Rao Ghautky, and punish him as his
i conduct had deserved.

But in case Scindiah should omit to punish Ghautky, and Mr. 
Jenkins should withdraw from his camp, Scindiah should be con­
sidered responsible for his security, till he should reach one of the 
posts occupied by the British arm y; and if, unfortunately, any 
accident should happen to Mr. Jenkins, Scindiah must expect 
the consequences of placing himself in the character of an enemy 

; of the British government.
At the same time that this letter should be written, orders 

ought to be given to the Bundekund corps, if it is supposed to 
! be of sufficient strength, to approach towards Scindiah’s position.

If it should not be of sufficient strength, it ought to be strength­
ened, particularly in cavalry. Our troops in the Decean cannot 
do anything in my opinion; excepting Wallace s corps, to seize 
Scindiah’s possessions about Ahmednuggur, if the war should be 
determined upon ; and Haliburton’s to seize Burhampoor, and 

j lay siege to Asseerghur.
These operations can be carried on, without impeding the ar­

rangement detailed by me in my letters, of which I sent you 
copies. The only thing to take care of, is to make Wallace’s 
corps approach Haliburton, as soon as he shall have placed the 
collector in possession of the countries about Ahmednuggur ; in

r .  \  M  CAN IVE SAVE MR. JENKINS, VET NOT GO TO I
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Order, that he m ay cover Haliburton’s operations, and prevent 
Scindiah from impeding the operations against Asseerghur, sup­

posing that he should fly before the Bundelcund corps, and move 

in that direction.
W hen Scindiah shall have received the letter, which 1 have 

above proposed shotfld be written to him, he will either seize 
Ghautky, or he will allow Mi*. Jenkins to go aw ay, with protec­
tion or without i t ; or he w ill not seize G hautky, and will retain 
Mr. Jenkins. In the first case our triumph will be complete, but 
I fear that cannot be expected. In the second case, and the 
third, we shall remain a t peace w ith Scindiah, provided Mr. Jen­
kins arrives in safety at one o f our posts ; if he should not do so, 
the war, in m y opinion, is in evita b le ; and it is not impossible 
but that the Governor-General will go to war, at all events, 
for w hat has passed, unless G hautky should be seized and 
punished: the only reason for which he m ay possibly not insist 
upon G h au tky ’s punishment is, that the proofs against him 
are not strong. In the fourth case, we must equally go  to 
war, for we cannot submit to have our ambassador ill treated b y  
a parcel o f barbarians, without noticing the insult in the most 

serious manner.
There is a line o f conduct w hich Scindiah m ay adopt, which m ay 

also leave peace as a possible e v e n t; it is to retain Mr.' Jenkins, 
and to allow  G hautky to escape. W hen he does escape, he will 
be followed b y  all his plunderers, and will join H o lkaf ; but this 
is a point of immaterial consequence, and would be the event 
most to be wished, n ext to that o f his being blown from a gun.
In this view  o f the case, the only chance of im m ediate war w ith 
Scindiah appears to rest on danger to Mr. Jenkins’s person, or on 
Scindiah’s retaining him in camp, contrary to the Governor- 

G eneral’s desire, while G hautky shall still remain in power.
T o  ill-treat an ambassador is so violent a measure, one so 

repugnant to the feelings, even of the M ahrattas, that I acknow ­

ledge I do not imagine that Scindiah w ill venture upon it, 
although G hautky would. T h e measure then to be adopted 
appears to be, to place a  force in such a situation, when we shall 

communicate with Scindiah upon this subject, as shall convince 
him that we have the power o f protecting him against G hautky, 
supposing that he is inclined to be freed from his tyran n y  ; 
and, at the sam e time, shall show G hautky himself, that he can­
not commit any act of violence against Mr. Jenkins s person with 

impunity.

' e° i i X
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- and if the result o f the measures to be adopted should be, 

that Scindiah should allow Mr. Jenkins to go away, he will 
be able to reach that corps with facility. It is m y opinion, 
then, that the approach of a British corps will induce all 
Scindiah’s real ministers, and the old adlfhrents of his family, 
to declare themselves against the violent measures of Ghautky.

Upon the whole, therefore, I am of opinion, that to write a 
letter, such as I have proposed, and to place our Bundelcund 
corps rather nearer to Scindiah’s army, afford the best prospect 
o f maintaining the peace w ith Scindiah ; which, if we can do with 
honour, I consider to be an object of the first importance.

232. To Lieutenant-Colonel K irkpatrick.

Choute a regular branch o f  revenue, and a vested interest. Its 
varied and intricate arrangement in the N izam 's territories. 

Owned by him and his alienees ;— rarely by the Peskivah.

(Extract.)

Fort St. George, 5th March, 180,“.

I conclude that A pp all Dessaye’s claim to the choute o f 
Aurungabad is quite c le a r ; and that this question is not one 
referable to the arbitration of the British government. Indeed,
I have reason to believe it is so, and, therefore, that A ppah 
Dessaye ought to be paid. T h e fact of the matter regarding 
this choute is, that although originally a denomination of a 
portion o f revenue, established by the M ahratta exactions, and 
in many instances a grievance upon the people, from the mode 
in which it is collected, it could not be entirely abolished, without 
m aking a very serious and dangerous attack upon property.

In some instances that I know of, the Nizam  and his Mussul- 
mann sirdars have the choute of Mahratta districts,, which, of 
course, was originally exacted by the head of the M ahratta 
governm en t; and, b y  subsequent arrangements, has been ceded 
to the Nizam , and granted by him to his servants. In many 
instances the choute is arranged by the grant of a few villages in 
a district in lieu of it ; in others, the quarter o f the district is in 
the possession of a choutear, in lieu of his claim to a quarter of 
the actual revenue realized from the whole district; and in 
others, by  a more complicated arrangement, the choutear has a 
certain number o f villages, and the sircar besides pays him the
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x ^ u i jr f i r  which the rent of these villages is deficient, to make pp 
the quarter o f the revenue of the district.

In almost every instance that I have seen, the right of the 
choute exists ill some individual who resides in the country, and 
who is but little more attached to the government of the Pesh- 
wah than he is to tltht of the Nizam , if at all attached to the 
former; and in but very few instances does it belong to the 
Peshwah’s government. This very claim of A p p all Dessaye’s is 
one attached to his office o f sirlushkur, and every person hold­
ing the office before him has enjoyed it. It is m y opinion, 
therefore, generally, that the question for arbitration b y  the 
British government is, whether the Soubah shall pay to the 
1 C'hwah the choute ot Boeder, which is a question depending 

upon treaties, and not whether his territories shall be exem pt 
fiom the paym ent o f that portion of revenue called choute, 
which has always been paid by them. This choute, to which I 
have referred, is entirely distinct from that general kind of indis­
criminate plunder, to which the Mahrattas lay  claim all over 
India. I his is a right of the sword, which, o f course, ceases 
when the sword is no longer in their hand ; and the Soubah has 

a right to be exem pt from it, excepting in instances in which he 
has bound himself by  acknowledged treaties to p a y  it.

233. To Major Shawe.

War with Scindiah to be carefully avoided now. We are in no 

condition fo r  it.

Fort St. George, 6th March, 1805.

I sent you yesterday the copy of a letter which I had written 
to Col. Close, on the subject o f the late events in Scindiah’s 
camp, the greatest part o f which was written before I had received 
} our letter of the 18th Feb. I hope to God we shall be able to 
avoid a war with Scindiah. T ak e m y word for it, we are not 
now in a state to attem pt the conquest o f Malvva ; an operation 
which, under other circumstances, would be a mere joke. T h e  
army to whose share it would naturally fall is now drawn to the 
Jumna, by  the Com m ander-in-Chief; there is not a sepoy at 
Bom bay, and very few sepoys and not 200 Europeans in Guzerat,
T h e Peshwah s subsidiary force is not yet efficient; and if it 
were, neither that corps nor the Soubah’s subsidiary force could 
be moved from the Deccan with safety.

( i f  f i n f ,  ( c y
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see the time and lives that have been spent in the 

attem pts to subdue the R ajah  of Bhurtpoor; and you will see 
that the arm y of Bengal will not be clear of that country before 
the season comes round, in which it will be necessary for them 
to go into cantonments. I therefore most anxiously hope that 
a ll that can be done with honour, will be done to  preserve peace 

with Scindiah as long as possible.

234. To Lieutenant-Colonel Malcolm.

Sentiments on the f in a l arrangements with Scindiah and Holkar.

Strong feelin g  in E nglan d in fa v ou r o f  peace, at any price,

Hastings, 31st July, 1806.

I have received your letters up to the 14th Jan., for which I 
return you m any thanks. T h e  subjects to which they relate are 
too large to be discussed in a letter which must go to the post 
this afternoon, in order to be despatched b y  the ships which will 

sail in a few days. I shall therefore satisfy m yself b y  telling 
you that I consider th at you have acted a part entirely con­
sistent with your own character, and in strict Conformity with 

m y sentiments, in everything that you have done. T h e arrange­
ment w ith Scindiah is precisely that which you and I recom­
mended long before, and which I urged, and, I believe, was 
ordered when I was in Bengal in 1804. I thought also at that 
time, and so did you, that the Rajpoots ought to have been 
subjugated to the control of Scindiah’s government, as the only 
mode of re-establishing i t ; the state in which it must exist, if 

it is to exist at all. T h is  object might w ith care and justice 
have been effected at that time, if the state of Scindiah’s govern­
ment had permitted i t ; and I am not sufficiently acquainted 
with all that has passed between the Rajpoots and our govern­
ment since the period o f Monson's defeat, to be able to decide 
that w e ought not to deliver them over to Scindiah, notwith­
standing the favourable change which has taken place in the state 

and dispositions of his councils.
I regret that it has been necessary to allow H olkar to exist, 

and to be at large. I should be induced to suspect that he will 
never allow  us to b e  at peace; and without peace we cannot 
reduce the debt, which must be the great object at present. 

However, if it was necessary to allow him  to exist, I see but one



x^mwa^fment which could have been made to the treaty with him ; 
that iSj to have kept permanently Umber and Chandore in the 
Deccan, and some place of similar consequence in Hindustan, 
either in our own hands or those of our allies, as a perpetual 
memorial to the whole world that we had defeated him. 1 he 
powers of India w ill'not now believe that our moderation alone 
has occasioned the treaty which has been concluded ; and I shall 
not be surprised if it give ground for a belief, the most erroneous, 
that Ilo lkar’s power and his mode of warfare had been more 
destructive to us than the resources and the efficiency and disci­
pline of the armies of the other Mahrattas.

In respect to the necessity of peace with Holkar, no man can 
be a judge of it who has not been in this country, -who has not 
sat in the House of Commons, and had means of ascertaining 
the public opinion at its fountain head. I really believe, that in 
the opinion of the majority of people in this country, it would 
have been better to cede the whole of Oude to Holkar than to 
continue the war with him.

A s for myself, I am here in the command of a  few troops 
stationed in this part of the coast, the old landing place of 
William the Conqueror. You will have seen that I am in Par­
liament, and a  most difficult and unpleasant game I have had to 
play in the present extraordinary state of parties. I have desired 
Sydenham to send you a copy of a speech which I made upon 
the budget.

I have seen your brothers, Pulteney and Charles, both well. 
The former is in the D onega l, off B rest; the other unemployed 
in London. But S ir Thomas, whom I saw likewise, expects to 
be able to get a ship for Charles soon. God bless you, m y dear 
Malcolm ; don’t stay too long in India.

P.S. Pray remember me most kindly to W ilks and all friends 
in Seringapatam.

Believe me, &c.,
A rthur W e llesley .
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5 . W a r  w ith  H o l k a r .

235. T o Lieutenant-G eneral Stuart.

The ob ject o f  d ie cam pa ign  is  to b r in g  Holkar to a g e n e r a l  a ction , 
as soon a s  possible. T his he w i l l  a v o id  a s lon g a s he can. 
H is advan ta ges o v e r  us in th is respect. We cannot choose 
the sea t o f  w a r  ;  h e can. Thus w e  m ust keep up ou r com m u­
n ications w ith  ou r ow n  coun try , to en sure supplies. H ence w e  
sh ou ld  obtain th e a llian ce and  co-operation o f  the M akratta 
ch ie fs  on th is s id e  o f  Ind ia . A n sw er to p o li t ica l objections 
a ga in s t such alliances. M ilita ry  advan tages o f  the connexion.

(Extract.) Seringapatam, 27th Nov., 1802.

It is impossible to give a decided opinion upon the particular 
operations before the decided object of the Governor-General 
is known; but whatever may be that object, as the means of 
attaining it must be the defeat of the formidable body of troops 
collected by Holkar, time is not thrown away in considering cer­
tain subjects connected with the operations against that chieftain.

It is obvious that the intentions of the Britisli government re­
garding the affairs of the Mahratta empire cannot be carried into 
execution unless Holkar’s army is either defeated or dissipated. 
Tire object of the campaign must therefore be to bring him to 
a  general action at as early a period as possible. This object,
I have to observe, is not one of which, like the siege of Seringa- 
patam, or the operations of a former war against Tippoo, the time 
it will take to attain it can be calculated. If it be our interest 
to bring Holkar to a general action, it is his to avoid i t ; and it 
may be depended upon that he will avoid it as long as he can.

His army is light, and chiefly composed of cavalry. The 
whole composition of our armies is heavy ; even our cavalry, 
from the nature of their constitution and their equipments,’ 
and owing to the food eaten by the horses, are not able to 
march with greater celerity for any length of time than our 
infantry. His troops and his horses subsist on the grain the 
produce of the country. Our troops come from countries the 
general produce of which is rice ; they, and even their followers, 
must have a certain quantity of that grain ; and the horses of the 
cavalry must likewise have a grain not the general produce of 
tlie Mahratta territory, which, in addition to the inconvenience 
of the necessity of boiling it, must be brought from a distance.

' G° lfe X  '
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^ 5 j3 o I k a r ,  therefore, will have not only the inclination but the 
means of avoiding the result which, I take it for granted, can 
alone bring the war to a conclusion ; and it is obvious that no 
man possesses a  datum on which he can calculate the length of 
time which will elapse before he can bring the contest to that 
state.

Putting the European troops out of the question, the mode 
of equipping our Native armies, the food which they and their 
followers and horses are in the habit of using, will render it 
necessary that a  large stock of provisions should be carried for 
their consumption. But however large that stock may be, no 
man can pretend to say that it will last till the general action 
will take place, which will alone bring the contest to a con­
clusion, because I have already shown that the enemy will be 
inclined, and will have the means of avoiding it. Therefore 
I conclude that, after a certain period for which our stock of 
provisions will have been provided, we shall be obliged to 
return to our own country for a fresh supply.

There are but two modes of carrying on this war by which 
we may avoid this disagreeable result: one is to place the seat 
of it in a country so near our own resources as that we shall be 
able with ease to command our supplies, or in one which is 
capable of affording us the supplies we require; the other is to , 
keep up our communication with our own country, whatever may 
be the distance from it of the seat of the war. In regard to the 
first, viz. to command the seat of the war, I have to observe that 
we shall no more be able to do that than we shall to command its 
operations. The result is to be a general action with the enemy, 
and I have already shown that wc must fight that action where 
he pleases, and therefore we cannot fix upon the seat of the war.

The second mode then is that alone by which we can succeed.
By this mode we shall always supply ourselves; the enemy may 
protract his defeat, but sooner or later it must happen. The ques­
tion is, in what manner is this desirable object to be attained ?

The long operations of conquering and establishing ourselves 
in the countries on this side of the Kistna I put out of the ques­
tion, as suitable neither to the state of our force at the present 
moment nor to our finances. Besides, it is probable that before 
we should have brought matters to that state that we should be 
able to commence the operations against the enemy which are to 
bring the war to a conclusion, other revolutions would happen in 
India which would entirely alter the situation of affairs.
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The manner then by -which I would propose to keep up the 
communication with our rear would be to take into our alliance 
and call for the co-operation of all the Mahratta chiefs on this 
side of India.

Upon this subject I observe that my opinion is different from 
yours, and I am aware that the question is political, upon 
which I am not called to give an opinion at a ll; but it is so 
intimately connected with the military operations that it is not 
possible to consider the one without considering the other.

In all cases of war, particularly with such a nation as the 
Mahrattas, there can be no doubt but that generally it is 
desirable that a part of them should be on our side; and I 
proceed to consider whether there is any reason which ought to 
induce us to reject the alliance of those Mahrattas whose ser­
vices I believe we can now command. The great objection to our 
adopting it is the engagements by which we or the Peshwah 
may be fettered hereafter. I do not think it probable that we 
shall be under the necessity of entering into such engagements; 
but even if we should, the object of the contest is not territory 
for ourselves, but the defeat of a power from which we or our 

I ally  apprehend danger; and the question regarding the engage­
ments must be decided by that of the value or the necessity of 
the assistance of those with whom they are to be entered into.

The Mahratta territory is divided among jagliiredars, all of 
whom have troops in the servied of the state, or it belongs to 
Polygars, who pay a pesheush, or it is managed by theaumildars 
of the Sircar. But the pesheush of these Polygars, and every­
thing collected by the aumildars, is applied to the payment of 
the Peshwaft's troops, whose chiefs have tuncaws upon the 
revenues, or in payment of the debts of the state, also upon 
tuncaws. The Mahratta government was formerly as regularly 
organised as any in India, and these jaghiredars completely 
under the control of the Peshwah as head of the empire; but 
during the late troubles they have become in some degree inde­
pendent of his . uthority, and they look to other sources besides 
his favour for their security. There is no doubt, however, but 
that all that they could claim from us in return for their assist­
ance would be protection in the enjoyment of their jaghires, 
which, in case of our interference in the affairs of the empire 
hereafter it is more than probable that we should afford them 

I at all events. The promise of this protection would not prevent
us from availing ourselves of any advantages to be derived here-
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\ i ® 4y , ...any subsidiary engagements which m ight be entered 
into with the Peshwah. T h e  countries which it is probable we 
should wish to have under such an arrangement are Savanore 
and Darwar, on which there are no jaghires. T h eir revenues 
are applied in part to the payment o f  G oklah’s arm y, being the 
army o f the state, and in part of a debt due by the state to the 
family o f Pursheram Bhow  ; and a ll that would be necessary 
would be to urge the Peshwah to m ake some other arrange­
ment for the payment of this debt. Upon the whole, therefore, 
considering the nature of the tenures of the chiefs who com­
mand the troops in this part o f the M ahratta territory, and their 
probable objects and ours, I cannot conceive that w e can be 
fettered hereafter by  any engagements we may enter into with 
them.

I now com e to consider what assistance they can give us.
In the first place, the government o f the countries through 

which the British army must pass to fight this battle is in their 
hands. B y  having them in our camps the inhabitants of these 
countries will be friendly to u s ; we shall enjoy the supplies 
which they can afford, and our own supplies will pass through 
them with com paratively small escorts. In short, we shall 
enjoy advantages nearly as extensive as we should supposing 
that the countries were in our own hands, without spending time, 
money, and lives to conquer them.

In the second place, we shall have the assistance o f a body 
of cavalry amounting to not less than 20,000 men. I don’t 
mean to hint that we shall require this assistance in the day of 
battle, but we shail to escort our supplies, to guard our baggage 
and provisions on our marches, to keep our camps quiet, to 
cover our forage, and save our own cavalry.

In the third place, we shall have the advantage o f  the best 
intelligence, particularly o f any designs upon our rear. W ith 
such a body o f cavalry in your camp, the enemy would not dare 
to detach sm all parties to  your rear to distress your communi­
cations ; and if he did, those parties would not remain there, 
as you would have the earliest intelligence of their movements, 
and might detach superior bodies im m ediately; and the fear 
of weakening himself too much in front o f  such a body o f cavalry 
as you would have would equally prevent him from detaching 
a large body.

i here is no doubt but that the advantages to be derived from 
this body o f men are ve ry  great, and probably w ill more than

E e
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r A ^ i^ W u n t e r b a la n c e  the perils to be exp ected  from an alliance-w ffh^ 
x ^ ^ '^ t h e m  ; and when it is recollected that b y  their assistance a 

prospect is afforded of keeping open our rear, and thus o f 

bringing the contest to  the only possible conclusion, I think 
that the necessity o f  encouraging them  is obvious.

I have previously stated  that these troops belong to the Mah- 
ratta  state, for whose subsistence paym ent is a lread y provided 

by the arrangem ents o f that go vern m en t; therefore the em ­
ploym en t o f them w ill, occasion no expense, T h e y  likewise and 
their horses, like all other M ahrattas, live upon jow arry, the 
grain o f  the country, and their consum ption w ill not fall upon 

our supplies.
I have, &c.

A r t h u r  W e l l e s l e y .

336. T o  Jonathan Duncan, Esq.

Expediency o f direct— inexpediency o f indirect— com m unications 

w ith H olkar.

(Extract.) Camp, 22nd June, 1803.

1 am o f opinion th at one great fault o f which we have been 
gu ilty  in the negotiations to prevent the confederacy, has been 
that w e have om itted to keep up a com m unication and inter­
course w ith  H olkar, w hom  I consider as the m ost form idable o f 
the three supposed confederates. I endeavoured to rem edy this 

fault as soon as I arrived at Poonah, and proposed to H olkar to 
send him a gentlem an ; but he w as at that tim e on his plunder­
ing plan in the N izam ’s territories, and in his answer he pre- 

* -aJed not to understand the m eaning of m y  proposition. I am , 

therefore, clearly o f opinion that the sooner w e rem edy this 
fault the b e tte r ; and I should not object much to  any channel 
b y  which we m ight obtain  so desirable an object. B ut I don't 
like the com m unications through third persons : th ey  never lead 
to any thing but inaction on our part, and give  room for every 

kind of intrigues. I f  F u kk er u D een  has any proposition to  

m ake o f  a mode b y  w hich the peace betw een H olkar and the 
H onourable Com pany can be preserved, he is an old servant of 

the C om p an y’s, and in constant com m unication with you, and 
be ought to  come forward and m ake it, and to state his a u ­
thority  and his reasons for believing that th e  m ode which he 
proposes w ill have the desired effect. On the ground of such a

I ' #  '•



^ ^ ^ p r t i i c a t i o n  some steps can be taken, the business can be 
jra^m  some kind of shape, we can see w hat prospect there is 
o f getting it forward, and its future progress; but these second 
and third hand communications are always Intrigues, and lead 

to disasters.

B37. To Lieutenant-Colonel Collins.

General W ellesley w rites to H olkar, w ith a copy o f the i reaty.

Camp, 16th July, 1803.

A lthough the Governor-General mentioned in one of his 
despatches that the treaty of Bassein ought to be communicated 
to Holkar, no orders have been sent stating by whom ; and 1 
have not observed in any of the correspondence that it: has been 
communicated to that chief. I have long thought that it woidd 
be very desirable to open a communication with ITolkar, and 
particularly to make known to him the treaty of Bassein. I 
have therefore taken the opportunity of the departure from this 
camp of a vakeel from A m ru t R ao to show Holkar the treaty ; 
and I have written him a le tte r1, of which I enclose a translation, 

which I send to him by a  N ative officer.
Believe me, &c.,

A r t h u r  W e l l e s l e y .

238 . T o  his E xcellen cy  the M arquess W ellesley.

A  contest w ith H olkar not to be precipitated.

(Extract.) Camp, 31st Jan., 1804.

It  is difficult to say w hat line H olkar will take, or what 
ought to be done with him. H e is evidently only a freebooter, 
and to crush him cannot be called a w ar in the present state of 
the Com pany’s power ; but whatever m ay be done hereafter, I 

think it will be advisable not to touch him, unless he should 
attack the Com pany or their allies, till the alliance with Scin- 
diah will be concluded. I f  Scindiah sees us attack Holkar, he 
will most probably not enter into the defensive alliance ; he 
will attack H olkar at the same time, in order to get what he 

can.

] See No. 147, p. 262.— Ed.
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239. T o  Colonel Montresor.

W ar w i th H olkar probably avoidable: i f  not, he ought to be 

prom ptly suppressed.

(Extract.) Bombay, 26th March, 1804.

T h e  subsidiary alliance offered to Scindiah, in the 5th 
article o f  the treaty o f peace, has been concluded. T h e  kn ow ­
ledge o f tins event will, I  think, prevent the supposed contest 
with H olkar, which after all, in the present state of the C om pany’s 
power, could not have been Considered more than a P olygar war. 
B u t to  s a y  the truth, I have alw ays considered H olkar’s power 
to depend upon his avoiding a contest with any o f the British 

armies, and I believe that he has been o f the sam e opinion ; 
there are, therefore, good grounds for thinking that we shall now 
have unqualified peace. Supposing that we should not, there 
arc four or five armies ready to move upon him, and we should 
m ake a capital finishing o f a M ahratta confederacy b y  destroy­
ing the chief who th e y  say  planned it, but w ho cautiously 
avoided activ ity  in the execution o f his own plans after the two 
other m em bers had been destroyed.

240. T o  Josiah W eb b e, Esq.

G eneral Lake ought to dash a t H olkar at once ;  or postpone 

hostilities u n til he is strong enough to do so.

Bombay, 20th April, 1804.

M alcolm ’s letter oi the 14th is certain ly ve ry  im portant ; but 
I by  no means think th e  question o f peace or w ar decided. It 

will depend upon H olkar’s conduct w hen he w ill find that General 
L ake has moved. T h e  G eneral’s intention not to quit H in ­

dustan, and not to follow  H olkar, w ill be fatal. H e ought to 

leave a  corps in H industan for its security, and m ove with a lig h t 
body in pursuit o f H olkar, whose force will fritter aw ay daily, 
whether he retreats after fighting or w ithout fighting. I f  he 
should not pursue H olkar, the w ar will im m ediately becom e 

defensive on our part in the most im portant quarter, and by such 
operations w e must lose.

Colonel M urray’s offensive operations must be feeble in com ­
parison w ith those o f the C om m ander-in-Cliief; indeed, I don’t 
think th at he can venture far from the M yhie. N o  progress, 

then, w ill be made in the war till I  can reach the countries north
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'  ef-0 ugein ; and supposing it to be safe for me to quit the Dcccan 
with any formidable corps of troops, I am almost certain that I 
shall not have it in my power to collect a sufficient quantity of 
provisions to subsist the troops till they would arrive in commu­
nication w ith the stores o f Guzerat. A t  all events, months must 
elapse before I could reach those countries; and I really think 
that if General L ake should push H olkar vigorously, the war 
ought not to last a fortnight.

If General L ak e  should not be sufficiently strong to carry on 
the war in this manner, he ought to delay its commencement till 
he can be reinforced, or till Scindiah’s subsidiary force can be 
arranged I return all your letters.

Believe me, &c.,
A r t h u r  W e l l e s l e y .

241. T o  Josiah W ebbe, Esq.

Why the E nglish Government ought not to support Cashee 

R ao H olkar.

(Extract.) Bombay, 23rd April, 1804.

I have always held the same opinion about Cashee Rao H olkar.
H e is an infamous blackguard, despised b y  everybody, full of 
prejudices, hatred, and revenge, and without one adherent or even 
a  follower. B y  adopting his cause we shall burthen ourselves 
with the defence and support of another weak and helpless power, 
we shall disgust Scindiah’s government, and we shall not give 
satisfaction to the followers and adherents of the H olkar family.
T h e act w ill be abstractedly generous; but considering that 
Cashee Rao was concerned in the murder o f his brother, it will 
be to support usurpation founded on murder, and, for the reasons 
I have above mentioned, highly impolitic.

T h e question ought to be decided at the same time that the 
Governor-General decides that he will go into th e  war, and I 
must, of course, write to him about i t ; but you ought to write 
likewise.

242. T o  Colonel M urray.

M urray to march quickly into M alw a, svken the w ar w ith  

H olkar begins.

(Extract.) Bombay, 30th April, 1804.

A t  whatever period hostilities m ay commence with H olkar, it 
will be necessary that your corps should move into M alwa. You
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j '■ •-• 5 will observe, therefore, the necessity of keeping it prepared, at 
least till th e  exact state o f affairs in Hindustan shall be known ; 
and when you break it up for the rains, you w ill take care to 
occupy such positions as w ill be most useful to enable you to  

advance w ith celerity into Malwa, as w ill at the same tim e cover 
G uzerat from, invasion, and as will enable you to  collect in 
strength whenever that m ay be necessary.

243. T o  Colonel M urray.
:

! Instructions fo r  the conduct o f the w ar w ith H olkar.

(Extracts.) Bombay, 7th May, 1804.

T have the honour to inform you that I have received intima­
tion from his E xcellen cy the Governor-General, that he has given 
directions to the Com m ander-in-Chief to attack Jeswunt R ao  
H o lk a r; and his E x ce lle n cy  has ordered m e to m ake arrange­
ments to co-operate w ith, and support the operations of, the 
Com m ander-in-Chief.

It is im possible for m e to say  w hat the operations o f the 

Com m ander-in-Chief w ill be, but H olkar’ s power appears to 
consist principally in a considerable arm y in the fie ld ; and I 

im agine that his E x ce lle n cy ’s operations will, in the first instance, 
be directed to defeat that arm y ; or, if  H olkar should avoid an 

action b y  flying, to press upon him so closely as to oblige his 
troops to  disperse. T h is  operation can be aided very  m aterially 
from Guzerat, and I proceed to point out to  you in w hat manner.

*  * * * * *  *

I f  the operations o f his E xcellen cy  the Com m ander-in-Chief 
should be directed to th e  defeat and dispersion o f H o lkar’s arm y 
according to the mode which I have supposed at the com m ence­

ment of this letter, your object will be to  post yourself in such a 
manner as to stop H olkar, and embarrass and im pede his flight 
as much as possible, and if you can, to engage him.

If the Com m ander-in-Chief should com m ence his operations 
in a short time, it does not appear to me to be probable that 
H olkar, who is now, I  believe, about A jm eer, w ill retire to the 

south-westward, or towards G u zerat; but he will, probably, move 
towards O ugein. I have no ground, however, for this conjecture, 
excepting the knowledge that the rains w ill com m ence in June, and 
the probability that H olkar will be disinclined to trust him self in a 
country in that season of the year, in which his operations would
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'"• b c te n f.n o i b y  the course of the rivers, the nature of the country,
See. If he should move towards Ougein, it will be your business 
to join Scindiah’s army at the earliest practicable period ; and at 
all events, to move with celerity upon H olkar, and attack him 
whenever you shall have an opportunity. You  will take with 
you as large a body of the Guickwar cavalry as can be furnished 

to you.
*  * ■ * * * ■ • *  *

I understand that he has some strongholds in Malwa, particu­
larly at Rampoora, or Brampoora, to which he has lately  sent 
his infantry and guns; but it will not be difficult to  obtain 
possession of them, and to make a final conquest and settlem ent 
of his country, as soon as his arm y shall have been beaten and 
dispersed; and to em ploy our troops in sieges till this object 
shall have been effected w ill only give H olkar leisure for his 
predatory operations, will enable him to distress the troops by 
operating on their communications during such sieges, and will 

delay his final defeat.

244., To General Lake.

R apid and continuous p ursuit, w ith corps capable o f sustaining an 

action, the best mode o f dispersing such an army as H olkar's.

27th May, 1804.

* * * * * 'T h e  account you give of the state of H o lkars arm y 
is very satisfactory. I have served a good deal in this part of 
India against this description of freebooter ; and I think that 
the best mode of operating, is to press him with one or two corps 
capable o f m oving with tolerable celerity, and of such strength 
as to render the result of an action by no means doubtful, if he 
should venture to risk one. There is but little  hope, it is tiue, 
that he will risk an action, or that any one of these corps will 
come up w ith him. T he effect to be produced b y  this mode of 
operation is to oblige him  to move constantly and with great 
celerity. W hen reduced to this necessity, he cannot venture to 
stop to plunder the country, and he does com paratively but little 
m ischief: at all events the subsistence of his army becomes 
difficult and precarious, the horsemen become dissatisfied, they 
perceive that their situation is hopeless, and they desert in 
numbers daily  ; the freebooter ends b y  having with him only a

1 Sit in Col. Gurvood’s Edition.— Ed.
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S adherents ; and he is reduced to such a state as to be liable
to be taken  b y  any sm all body of country horse, which are the 
fittest troops to be then employed against him.

In proportion as the body of our troops, to be employed 
against a freebooter o f this description, have the power o f moving 
with celerity, will such freebooter be distressed. W henever the 
largest and most formidable bodies of them are hard pressed by 
our troops, the village people attack them upon their rear and 
flanks, cut off stragglers, and will not allow a man to enter their 

v illages; because their villages being in some degree fortified, 
they know well that the freebooters dare not wait the tim e which 

would be necessary to reduce them. W hen this is the case, all 
their means of subsistence vanish, no resource remains excepting 
to sep arate; and even this resource is attended b y  risk, as the 
village people cut them off on their w ay to their homes.

\ ou will have been informed by Mr. W ebbe that Col. M urray 
has moved before this time.

I have the pleasure to inform you that I have great hopes that 
I shall be able to move, and to make the siege o f Chandore in 
the course of the month o f June. E very  thing is ready. T he 

troops have been clothed and equipped, and I wait on ly  for a 
fall of rain to insure water.

245. To Colonel M urray.

M array's force adequate to its requirements. M isch ief o f  
inuendos that it  is not.

(Extract.) Camp at Niggeree, 28th June, 1804.

\  ou have a larger body of European soldiers than the Com- 
tnander-tn-Chicf, or than I have ever had ; and Col. Monson has 
driven H olkar before him out of the territories of the Rajah of 
Jeypoor, o f Bhoondy, and of Kota, without a single European 
soldier or horseman, excepting the irregular horse of the country.
V ou be joined by a  large body of Scindiah’s cavalry.

From  yo u r frequent allusions to this subject, I should be induced 
to believe that you do not deem your force sufficient to perform 
the service on which you are employed, if I was not aware o f the 
circumstances to which I have above referred ; and it is, there- 
foie, necessary, that I should request you to explain yourself 
fu lly  to Mr. Duncan upon it. Y our explanation of your senti­
ments ought to be fu l l ; as, by  allusions to your weakness, and
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•<g; expressing your hopes that you will be reinforced, you expose

the government to the severe responsibility o f omitting to rein­
force you on the one hand, if  it should be necessary ; or o f rein­
forcing you, on the other, i f  it should not.

248. To Major Malcolm.

P e r il involved in the prolongation o f the war. M urray and 

Monson both a f  raid o f 1lo lka r ; and each ju stifies his retreat 

by that o f the other.

(Extract,) Barrackpoor, 24th Aug., 1804.

Y o u  may depend upon it that the Com m ander-in-Chief will 
not allow me to undertake the settlement of affairs in M alw a; 
indeed it would be improper to propose such an arrangement 
to him, and unreasonable to expect that he would propose it 
himself.

It is now reported that I lolkar is crossing the C h um bul; and 
if  that report be well founded, the Commander-in-Chief will have 
a  favourable opportunity of attacking him, and of bringing the 
war to a conclusion. I f  it is not soon brought to a conclusion, 
either in this manner or some other, it will be the most serious 
affair in which the British government have ever been engaged, 
and one which will require the exertions of all of us. In such 
a case, I have no objection to go back to the D eccan : but other­
wise I am ve ry  desirous to avoid the journey. I shall speak to 

the Governor-General respecting the arrangements you propose 
for Close.

I have read over with the greatest attention all Monson’s letters, 
and all the information which has arrived here respecting the 
late misfortunes ; and I am decidedly of opinion that Monson 
advanced without reason, and retreated in the same manner ; and 
that he had no intelligence of what was passing 5 miles from his 
camp.

It is a curious circumstance that Monson and the Commander- 
in-Chief should attribute their misfortunes to M urray’s retreat, 
and that M urray should attribute his retreat to a movement of 
the same kind made by Monson. A t  all events both parties 
appear to have been afraid of I lolkar, and both to  have fled from 
him in different directions.

I do not think that the Commander-in-Chief and I have carried 
on the war so well by our deputies as we did ourselves. There 
is no news. T h e countries to the northward are in great alarm ;



it is to be hoped that the Governor-General’s luck will not 
leave him in this crisis: and that all will be settled before the 
late misfortunes can have any serious effect. Would to God 
that I had come round here in March, and Holkar would now 
have been in the tomb of all the Capulets !

2 4 7 . T o Lieutenant-Colonel W allace.

N a r r a tiv e  o f  M o n so n ’s  r etrea t. R a tio n a le  o f  h is  d isa ste r s .

L e sso n s  fr o m  h is  ca m p a ig n .

Fort William, 12th Sept., 1804.
’ You will have heard reports of poor Monson’s reverses, but as 

I am on the spot, you will be glad to hear the truth from m e; 
and as they give some important military lessons to us all, I do 
not regard the trouble of writing them to you. When it became 
necessary to attack I lolkar, Monson was detached from the 
grand army with 3 battalions and their guns, and a body of 
cavalry, under Lieut. Lucan. Ifolkar, who was then near Ajmeer, 
with an army composed only of horse (and as Gen. Lake was 
at no great distance from Monson j, retreated towards Malwa.

After quitting the river Jumna, and passing through the flat 
countries depending on Agra, the first country going to the 
southward is a mountainous tract called Jeypoor, governed by 
the Rajah of that name, who had been tributary to Sdndiah and 
Holkar previous to the late war, and who had been relieved from 
his tribute by the operation of the treaty of peace. Joining to 
the territories of Jeypoor is that of the Rajah of IJoondy, of the 
same description; and joining to Boondy is the territory of the 
Rajah of Kota. I hese last two Rajahs had been, and are 
stdl, tributary to Sdndiah ; and Holkar has claims upon them 
which they hoped to get rid of by the British assistance, in 
consequence of their conduct in the war ; at all events, they were 
desirous to obtain for a time the British protection against the 
demands of Holkar.

Between Bo ndy and Jeypoor is a small territory and fort 
called Rampoora, which, at the commencement of the war, be­
longed to I lolkar. 1 his territory had formerly been part of the 
Jeypoor territory, and had been seized by the Holkar family in 
some of their former contests with the Rajah of Jeypoor. The

1 1 his letter is given entire, except three opening paragraphs, on 
personal matters.—Ld.
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this country between Agra and the province of Mahva, 
which joins to the Kota territory, and which is entered through a 
pass called the Muckundra ghaut, is intersected by rivers ami 
nullahs, which are either full throughout the western rains, or are 
filled at times by those rains, and become impassable for troops.
Of these, the principal is the river Chumbul, which runs between 
Kota and Boondy, and the river Banas, which runs between 
Rampoora and Agra.

When Holkar fled in front of the army of the Commander-in- 
Chief, Col. Monson followed him successively to Boondy and 
Kota, the Rajahs of which countries were very desirous to have 
the protection of the British troops against his exactions, and 
promised supplies and every thing which Col. Monson could 
want. At the same time that Col. Monson advanced, a detach­
ment under Col. Don, consisting of 2 battalions, was sent to take 
Rampoora, of which place it got possession by storm ; and this 
detachment afterwards joined and reinforced Monson’s corps, 
which then consisted of j  battalions.

In the month of June, the Commander-in-Cluef withdrew his 
army into cantonments, leaving Monson’s corps in the Kota 
country. Monson, towards the end of that month, passed through 
the Muckundra ghaut into Maiwa, accompanied by the troops 
of the Rajah of Kota, and some of Scindiah’s, Under Bappojee 
Scindiah, and attacked, and took by storm, the hill fort of 
Hinglisghur; and after this operation, he took up a position in 
Mahva, recommended to him by the Rajah of Kota, at some dis­
tance from the Muckundra ghaut, in which the Rajah told him 
he was likely to get supplies, and from which Monson expected 
to be able to communicate with Col. Murray, at that time on his 
march from Guzerat towards Ougein.

After his retreat in front of the Commander-in-Chief, Holkar 
had first threatened Ougein, and afterwards had gone toMundis- 
soor, a town belonging to Scindiah, situated to the north-west 
of Ougein, and on the left of the Chumbul. Between the middle 
and latter end of June, he took and plundered this town; and at 
that time the river Chumbul was between him and Col. Monson, 
who was encamped about 5 coss from the river, on the right 
bank.

Towards the beginning of July, Holkar passed the Chumbul 
with his army. Col. Monson learnt that he was doing so, and 
intended to attack him. He moved towards the place at which 
he heard Holkar was, and found that the whole army had

I =  ̂ 2 j k  -JJOLKAR FLIES: MONSON MARCHES INTO MALWA. A h i  I



x^^^j^B rossed the river; nearly about the same time, he understood 
diat Col. Murray, who had made 2 marches towards Ougein 
from Guzerat, had recrossed the M yhie; and upon the whole, 
Monson, having only 2 days’ provisions, thought it: best to retreat. 
Accordingly, he sent off his baggage early on the following 
morning, the 8th July, I believe, towards the Muckundra ghaut; 
and he followed with the infantry at about 9 in the morning, 
meaning to reach Muckundra that night, the distance about 17 
miles. He left Lucan, with his irregular horse and Bappojee 
Scindiah’s horse, to cover his rear, and to follow as his rear guard. 
After Monson had marched a few miles, he heard that Holkar 
had attacked, with his cavalry, his rear guard of irregular horse; 
and shortly afterwards, he received intelligence that the rear 
guaid was destroyed, and Lucan taken prisoner. He arrived at 
Muckundra unmolested, and took up a position that covered the 
gh au t; but which, like all others that I have seen, had many 
passages practicable for cavalry.

On the next day, or the next but one, Monson was attacked 
by the whole of Holkar 9 cavalry, in  3 separate bodies, who, how­
ever, could make no impression upon him • and they were beat 
off. Towards evening he heard that the infantry was arrived at 
a camp within 2 or 3 coss of the Muckundra ghaut, with their 
guns, .175 in number; and he determined to retreat again. He 
accordingly marched to Kota, the Rajah of which place urged 
mm to stay there, but could not supply him with provisions; 
and then Monson marched on the following day, and crossed the 
Chumbul in boats, provided by the Rajah, which he sunk after 
lie had crossed.

Ihe rain began about the 10th July, and became incessant, and 
rendered Monson’s marches much more difficult than they would 
otherwise have been; particularly in that country, which is a 
Mack cotton ground, A t last, after he had crossed the Chumbul, 
he was obliged to spike his guns and leave them behind, and he 
continued his march, getting but little provision on the road until 
ie reached Rampoora. He was followed, but not much harassed, 
by a body of ilolkar’s horse, which overtook him at a nullah, 
which being full, stopped him. He twice beat up the camp of 
tms body of horse, and then I believe they quitted hjm. On his 
a rm «! at Rampoora, Monson was joined by 2 battalions with 
their guns, and a body of Hindustany horse, under Major Frith, 
vvnich had been sent from Agra to reinforce him, and he imme­
diately began to collect provisions at Rampoora.
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The rains, which had been so distressing to Monson, likewise

impeded Holkar, some of whose guns remained to the southward 
of the Muckundra ghaut. His progress to the northward was 
likewise impeded by Monson having destroyed the Rajah of 
Kota’s boats on the Chumbul. However, at last he advanced, and 
towards the 20th Aug. again approached Monson at Rampoora.

By this time, Monson had collected only about 12 days’ pro­
visions, and the Commander-in-Chief, foreseeing the difficulty in 
which he might again be involved, desired him on the 30th Aug. 
to retire towards Jeypoor, if he should think it probable that he 
might be distressed for provisions.

Monson, however, remained till Holkar approached him within 
6 coss with his whole army, and on the 21st Aug., in the evening, 
commenced his retreat towards Agra, by Kooshalghur, leaving 
Jeypoor on his left hand. He left 15 companies as a garrison in 
Rampoora. He arrived at Banas river on the 23rd, and found 
that it was fu ll: on the 24th, in the morning, it fell, and became 
fordable, and he passed over his baggage and a battalion ; and 
between 12 and 3 o’clock, he passed over three more battalions, 
leaving the piquets and one battalion to support them on the 
southern bank.

Holkar’s troops had appeared in the morning, and were seen 
crossing at different fords on the right and left flank ; and towards 
evening, Holkar’s infantry and guns appeared in. front. They 
attacked the piquets, but were repulsed; and the piquets and 
battalion took Si guns; but afterwards our troops were over­
powered by superior numbers, and were obliged to retreat across 
the river to the main body, in which operation they lost many 
men, being attacked on their rear, and also by the horse, who 
had crossed the river and moved up its bed.

Monson retreated from Banas river on the night of the 24th, 
leaving his baggage, and arrived at Kooshalghur, about 40 miles 

• distant, on the night of the 25th, He was followed throughout 
the march by Holkar’s horse, who, however, were not able to 
make any impression upon him. He halted on the night of the 25th 
and the 26th at Kooshalghur, and on the 26th at night marched 
towards Agra. Something happened on the 27th, of which I 
have not received an account; but on the 30th, Monson and his 
detachment arrived at Agra.

The Commander-in-Chief has taken the field, and it is to be 
hoped that he witl have an early opportunity of wiping away the 
disgrace which we have suffered.
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V ^ ar .*s<y  It is worth while to review these transactions, in order that we 

m ay see to what these misfortunes ought to be attributed, that 
in future, if possible, they m ay be avoided.

In the ist place, it appears that Col. Monson’s corps was never 
so strong as to be able to engage H olkar’s army, if that Chief 
should collect i t ; at least the Colonel was of that opinion, 
andly : It appears that it had not any stock of provisions. ^rdly: 
T h at it depended for provisions upon certain Rajahs, who urged 
its .advance. 4 tbly : T h at no measures whatever were taken by 
British officers to collect provisions either at Boondy or K o ta, or 
even at Rampoora, a fort belonging to us, in which we had a 
British garrison. fithly : T h at the detachment was advanced to 
such a distance, over so m any almost impassable rivers and 
nullahs, without any boats collected, or posts upon those rivers ; 
and in fact, that the detachm ent owes its safety to the R ajah of 
K ota, who supplied them with his boats.

T h e result of these facts is an opinion, in m y mind, that the 

detachment must have been lost, even if H olkar had not attacked 
them with his infantry and artillery.

In respect to the conduct o f the operations, it is m y opinion 
that Monson ought to have attacked H olkar in the first instance.
II he chose to retire, he ought to have supported the rear guard 
with his infantry, and to have sent the irregular horse aw ay with 
the baggage.

W hen he began to retreat, he ought not to have stopped longer 
than a night at M uckundra; because he must have been certain 
that the same circumstances which obliged him to retire to 
Muckundra, would also oblige him to quit that position. The 
difference between a good and a bad m ilitary position is nothing 
when the troops are starving.

The same reasoning holds good respecting Monson’s halt at 
Rampoora, unless he intended to fight. A s  he had been rein­
forced, he ought to have fallen back till he was certain o f his . 
supplies; and having waited till H olkar approached him, and 
particularly as H olkar’s arm y was not then in great strength in 
infantry and guns, he ought to have vigorously attacked him 
before lie retired. When his piquets were attacked on the Banas, 
he ought to have supported them with his w hole corps, leaving 
one battalion on the northern bank to take care of his bag­
gage  ; and if he had done so, he probably would have gained 
a victory, would have saved his baggage, and regained his 
honour.



X ^ -^ W g^ K ave some important lessons from this campaign, i s t : 1
W e  Should never em ploy a corps on a  service for which it is not 
fully equal. gn d ly : A gain st the M ahrattas in particular, but 
against all enemies, we should take care to be sure of plenty o f 
provisions. 3rdly : Experience has shown us, that British troops 
can never depend upon Rajahs, or any allies, for their supplies.
Our own officers must purchase them ; and if we should em ploy 
a N ative in such an important service, we ought to see the sup­
plies before we venture to expose our troops in the situation in 
which they m ay want them. 4 t h ly : W hen we have a fort which 
can support our operations, such as Ram poora to the northward, 
or Ahm ednuggur, or Chandore, in your quarter, w e should imme­
diately adopt effectual measures to  fill it with provisions and 
stores, in case of need, q th ly : W h en  we cross a river likely  to 
be full in the rains, we ought to have a post and boats upon i t ; 

as I have upon all the rivers south o f Poonah, and as you have,
1 hope, upon the Beem ah and the G odavery.

In respect to the operations of a corps in the situation of Mon- 
son’s, they must be decided and quick ; and in all retreats, it 
must be recollected that they are safe and easy, in proportion to 
the number of attacks made b y  the retreating corps. But atten­
tion to the foregoing observations will, I hope, prevent a British 
corps from retreating.

These misfortunes in Hindustan will, I fear, take me back to 
the Deccan. Indeed, I shall leave this im mediately, and orders 
have been already given that cavalry m ay be prepared to rein­
force the troops with you.

P.S. O f course I mean this le tte r1 only for your own perusal, 

and that of your particular friends.

1 The compiler takes the liberty to add, as notes, to this and the fol­
lowing letter, an opinion and an illustration of them.

Sir Robert Peel, in speaking of the Duke of Wellington, said that he 
considered him the most powerful writer in the English language, and 
that the letter upon Col. Monson's retreat was the best military letter he 
had ever read, and quoted the line from Horace :

‘ Scribendi recte, sapere est et principium et fons.’
De Arte Poetica, 1. 309.

Extract from  a letter from Major-Gen. S ir Charles Napier, K .C .B ., after 
the battle o f Meeanee, dated Hyderabad, 20th Feb., 1843.

‘ The Duke’s letter on the retreat of Col. Monson decided me never
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| 3 4 8 . To Colonel M urray.

A dvice on the conduct o f  the war with H olkar.

(Extract.)

Fort William, 14th Sept,, 1804,

T here are two modes in which the M ahrattas carry on their 
operations. T h e y  operate upon supplies b y  means of their 

i ca va lry ; and after th e y  have created a distress in the enem y’s
camI \  which obliges the army to commence a retreat, they press 
upon it with all their infantry and their powerful artillery. Their 
opponent, being pressed for provisions, is obliged to hurry his 
march, and they have no fear o f being attacked. T h ey  follow 
him w ith their cavalry in his marches, and surround and attack 
him with their infantry and cannon when he halts, and he can 

i scarcely escape from them.

1 hat, therefore, which I consider absolutely necessary in an 
operation against a M ahratta power (indeed in any m ilitary 
operation in India) is such a quantity of provisions in your 
camp as will enable you to command your own movements, 
and to be independent o f your magazines, at least for that length 
of time which m ay be necessary to fulfil the object for which you 
m ay be employed.

1 he n ext object to be considered is, the strength of your corps. 
Experience has shown us that the M ahratta cavalry are not very 
form idable when opposed to our in fa n try; that o f H olkar, in 
particular, made no impression upon Monson’s detachm ent in 
its long retreat. A l l  the impression was produced b y  the infantry 
and cannon, the weather, and want o f provisions. T he infantry is 
the strength of H olkar’s, as it is o f every other army, and to that 
I conceive your corps to be fully equal,

11 1S. Probable that the Com m ander-in-Chief will not be at 
K ota  till towards the end o f October, and supposing that H olkar 
should adopt the plan of operations which I have detailed in the 

commencement of this letter, he w ill be near you about the be­
ginning or middle of that month. Y o u  ought therefore to have

to retire before an Indian army. If 1 have done wrong abstractedly (for 
success, like charity, covers sins), the Great Master led me into it : but 
my own conviction is that I have done right; and that my admiration of 
him, and study of his words and deeds, as the great rules of war, have 
caused this victory.-Co], Gurwood’s note.

Is ( 45? MAHRATTA WARFARE;  AND HOW TO MEET IT. '3k I
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\ V s 8 ? r  ;*/ mont^’s provision In your camp. I f  he should b r i n k ' l l  i 
and cannon near you, you ought to throw your bag­

gage  into a n y  fortified village, or throw up a few  redoubts to 
cover it, in any place in which there m ay be water, where you will 

leave a guard to take care of it, and march to attack his infantry.
I f  you should beat that, the cavalry will not hold together.

You  must b y  all means avoid allow ing him to attack  you w ith 
his infantry. There is no position in w hich you could maintain 

your camp against such powerful artillery as all the M ahrattas 
have. I f  you should not hear o f their approach until th ey  are close 
to you and com ing to attack you, it would be better to secure 
your baggage in any manner, and move out to attack them . D o 
not allow them  to attack you  in your camp, on any account.

H olkar m ay, however, possibly keep his infantry out of your 

w ay, surround you with his cavalry, and entirely cut off your 

communication. Y o u  have then o n ly  to beat up his cavalry  
camps as frequently as you m ay hear o f their situation. D o 
not allow the enem y to lie near you  w ith impunity, and you 
will soon clear the communication. Send constant accounts to­

wards K o ta  o f your situation ; and if you should hear of the 
infantry camp, move upon it with celerity  and attack it. In  this 
consideration o f the subject, I have supposed that you w ill have 
no cavalry. I f  you should have any, you will, o f course, use it in 

attacks upon the enem y as often as m ay be practicable ; and if  
you should support those attacks b y  yo u r infantry and your 

cannon, you m ay be certain that th ey  w ill be successful.
I f  your provisions should fail you, and you should hear that 

H olkar’s Infantry is near you, you ought to attack them  before 

you think o f a n y  thing else. If  you should be obliged to draw 
off towards yo u r magazines, make your regular m arches at the 
regular hours; beat up the cavalry corps as frequently as you  
c a n ; if the infantry, or any part o f them, should approach you, 

attack them w ith vigour. E ven  if  you should lose a  d a y  or two 
b y  it in the tim e o f your arrival at your magazines, you  will pro­
bably gain tim e in the period o f your relief from your distresses, 
as the cavalry will cease to  hang upon your flank when the in­

fantry are beaten. Burn all the baggage which you cannot carry 
on. But if you should have provisions in yo u r camp in sufficient 
quantities to enable you to fulfil the objects for which your corps 
is employed, there is nothing which can oblige you to retreat.

I do not know  what orders you m ay have received from the 

Com m ander-in-Chief. H is intention is, I believe, that you should

F f
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act as I proposed in m y letter o f the 7th M ay, A t  all events* 
w hatever his intention m aybe, you must have a store of provisions 
in yo u r camp, or you will not be in safety, much less be of any 
use to his operations.

240. To Colonel Agnew.

D a n g ero u s im p ressio n  p ro d u ced  on th e n a tiv e  m in d  by 

M o n so n 's retrea t.

(Extract.) Seringapatam, 13th Jan., 1805.

A fte r  Colonel Monson’s defeat I acknowledge that I considered 
the peace with the Mahrattas very precarious; and indeed if the 
success of H olkar had continued, I consider that we should have 
had to fight over again not only our battles with the Mahrattas, 
but those with all the other powers o f  India, whether considered 
as our dependants or our allies. I also believe that the Rajah 
of B erar in particular, and very possibly Scindiah, considered the 
advantages gained b y  Holkar to have been much greater than 
they really w ere; that they anticipated farther successes, and the 
former prepared to take  advantage o f them.

2 5 0 . T o  Jonathan Dunoan, Esq.

N a v ig a b le  r iv e r s  th e  on ly  n a tu r a l b a rr ie r  a g a in s t M a h ra tta s.

A llia n c e s  w ith  p etty  R a ja h s  u n p ro fita b le.

(Extract.) Seringapatam, 14th Jan,, 1805.

1 have always been o f opinion that this Warfare with H olkar has 
shown that there is no such thing in India as a frontier, properly 
so called, particularly against the Mahrattas. In fact, with their 
horse they can penetrate anywhere, excepting across a navigable 

river ; and when once they have penetrated with their horse, they 
have no difficulty in m aking roads for their guns. I have marched 
with a Biitish arm y through one o f these im practicable countries 
at the rate of from sixteen  to tw en ty miles a day.

; S o  far for the natural frontier; but Captain Burr says that 
the Bheels will defend this frontier, and that b y  a system of 
•. annexion with O udepoor and different other p e tty  Rajahs, we 
■ shad have the service of all these people. This is another error 

whlch th,s warfare with Holkar has exposed. T h e  British govern­
ment can form no connexion with p etty  powers o f  this descrip­
tion in ndia, excepting that o f subjection on their part and

1 (1 ® '  ]ij , ( C T
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V ^ g o g emment on ours. Indeed, I doubt whether that connexion 
can be formed ; and if I were to choose whether I would con­
nect the Com pany with them or leave them with the Mahrattas,
I would adopt the latter. O f this I am very sure, that I should 
be much more certain of their assistance in the day of need by 
this system than by taking them under the Company.

T he conduct of the Rajah of Bhurtpoor, on the frontier o f the 
Jumna, is a strong proof of the conduct of these people. This Rajah 
was made independent, had additions made to his territories, and 
the whole guaranteed to him in the war with Scindiah, in which 
he served with the Commander-in-Chiefs arm y. Notwithstanding 
this, he called in H o lla r; he supported him upon the Jum na; he 
is the cause o f the invasion o f the Dooab, and o f the prolongation 
of the contest at this moment by  the support which he gives to 
H olkar’s defeated troops b y  his forts on our frontier.

The Rajah o f Jyenagur is another instance. His country was 
considered as one of the bulwarks of Bengal, yet Holkar galloped 
through it with his cavalry, marched his infantry through it, has 
communicated ever since with Mahva through i t ; and the Rajah, 
although rendered independent by  the treaty of peace and called 
an ally of the Company, has not only never given any assistance, 
but is strongly suspected o f having aided to distress Colonel 
Monson on his retreat. T here are many other instances o f the 
same kind on the frontier o f Cuttack, So much for alliances with 
p etty Rajahs.

251. To Colonel Malcolm.

Assaults on Bhurtpoor mismanaged, and o f dangerous consequence.

(Extract.) St. Helena, 3rd July, x8og.

T h e 4th and 5th failures before Bhurtpoor arc disastrous 
events, of which I apprehend the worst consequences. T h e y  
must have blundered that siege terribly, for it is certain that,
with adequate means, every place can be taken ; and ---------
-------- - having been so long before the place, adequate means
must have been provided, or in his power. T h e  fault lies there­
fore in the misapplication o f  them, or, most probably, in the 
omission to em ploy all those which were necessary to accomplish 
the object in view, either through the ignorance of the engineers,
or the im petuosity of — *•— •»------------ ’s temper, which could not
brook the necessary delay.
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VI. DEFENCE OF THE INDIAN 
EMPIRE.

i .  A n g l o - I n d i a n  A r m y .

252. To L o rd  Clive.

A ltera tion  o f the m ilitary system  in  the Com pany's territories 

desirable. T here m u st be an active fie ld  fo rce  ; and as fe w  

garrison s as possible.

(Extract.)

Camp at Hurryhur, 20th June, 1800.

I h ave  received the honour of yo u r L o rd sh ip ’s letter o f the 
14th inst., in which yo u  desire to h ave  m y opinion regarding the 

exten t o f  the m ilitary force which w ill be necessary for the new 

territory which your Lordship inform s me w ill b e  assigned b y  

the N izam  to the exclu sive  m anagem ent o f the C o m p an y for 
M ysore, Malabar, Can ara, and G oa. It  is difficult to  give an 

opinion regarding th e  new territory, o f which I have but little  
kn o w led ge; but as y o u r  L ordship has desired it, I shall proceed 

to state w hat has occurred to me upon the subject.
T h e  question w hich your L ordship  has p ut to  m e involves 

considerations affecting the w hole o f  our m ilitary  system  in this 
country. W hen th e  country proposed to be ceded to the 
C o m p an y is likew ise to be defended, its inhabitants to be kep t 

in tran q u illity  and its revenue to  b e  realised b y  m eans o f  the 
troops, it is impossible to exp ect to  be able to effect these objects 
on th e  system o f w ea k  and dispersed garrisons, on which w e 

h a ve  been acting hitherto. T h is m ust be ch a n g e d : neither the 
new territory, nor the old, can b e  kep t in aw e b y  troops d is­

persed in.forts, w hich th e y  cannot quit with safety  ; and, there­
fore, th e  system  w hich I  should recom m end w ould b e  to garrison 

those posts only w hich are a b so lu tely  necessary to  us, and to
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X ^ ^ a v % 4jit all tim es in the field, and in motion, 2 or 3 regiments 
o f  Europeans, all the cavalry, and as large a body o f  N ative 
infantry as can be got together. This w ill be a real security, 
not only to tlie new territory and to M ysore, but to the Carnatic, 
Malabar, and Canara, and nothing else ever will, [t will appear 
more clearly that this system  is necessary in the new territory, 

when the nature o f its inhabitants, and the governments to which 
th ey  have been accustomed, are considered.

T h e  whole o f the country to be ceded b y  the N izam  is in­

habited by p etty  rajahs and polygars, who have never been 
entirely subdued, and have never submitted to the species of 
governm ent w hich must be exercised b y  the Com panv’s ser­
vants. T h e y  have been accustom ed either to the rapacity and 
corruption o f Tippoo’s government, or to the weakness o f the 
N iz a m 's ; but th e y  are entirely unacquainted with the restraint 
o f  a regular authority, constructed upon the principles adopted 
b y  the C om pany’s government. This they w ill resist; and they 
must be kept in awe, particularly at first, b y  a  large and an 

active force. F o r this purpose troops in garrison w ill never 
answer.

2 6 3 . To Josiab W ebbe, Esq.

Peace, in Europe no good groun d fo r  reduction o f  the arm y in  

In d ia . How i t  may best be reduced.

(Extract.)

Seringapatam, 22nd March, 1802.

I am very g la d  to find that the K in g ’s ministers are lik e ly  
again to take the power over this country into their own hands, 
and make use of the control which they have over' the gen try  
in Leadenhall-street. I do not know e x a ctly  the points upon 
which Lord W ellesley  is at issue with them, but I judge from 
M alcolm ’s account of the letters which he has received from 
England, that whatever they m ay be, he w ill be supported b y  
the Board o f Control, particularly as he appears disposed to 
make every reduction in the m ilitary expenses which is at all 
practicable.

I agree with you entirely about the peace. It establishes 
the French pow er over Europe, and when we shall have dis­
arm ed we shall have no security excepting in our own abject-

I l f  JiW E A K  AND DISPERSED GARRISONS INADEQUATE. I



.! ness. There is a report that the finances were in a very 
embarrassed state, which I am afraid is true, as there could have 
been no other inducement to make such a peace.

I look upon the question of reduction in this country to 
stand upon grounds entirely independent of peace or war in 
Europe. We have carried on no offensive operations in this 
quarter, and we have long ceased to fear an attack Irom the 
French. The size of our army is to be attributed to the 
demands for its services existing in India, and is by no means 
occasioned by the war in Europe. The question is, whether 
those demands are likely to be lessened or to cease upon the 
conclusion of the peace. I rather believe that as that event 
will be accompanied by the return of the French and Dutch to 
their settlements in. India, it might be concluded with more 
truth that the army ought to be increased rather than 
diminished-

The people of England, however, will not willingly hear of 
the existence of our large military establishments in India in 
time of profound peace in Europe. They will not easily believe 
that there is a necessity for them in India in the most peaceable 
times, and some reduction is therefore absolutely necessary. 
On this ground only does the peace influence the question of 
reduction. But it is very clear that the army ought to be 
reduced as little as possible, particularly that its effective 
strength ought to be kept entire.

If there is to be any reduction of numbers below what they 
will be after the supernumeraries are struck off, I think the 
best mode will undoubtedly be to decrease the number of 
men in each battalion, rather than to disband any of the regi­
ments. By this mode it will be more easy at all times to increase 
the army to its present numbers ; and as by either mode the 
officers must still be in the service, on the establishment, and 
in the receipt of their pay and batta, it will be equally eco­
nomical for the present. Hereafter, however, when the number 
of officers will have decreased, to disband some of the regiments 
will be the more economical mode; but it will be attended with 
the disadvantage of great difficulty in increasing the numbers 
of the army again.

^L|/ REDUCTION AS AFFECTED BE THE PEACE. ' S I
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254. To Lieutenant-G eneral Stuart.

D istribution o f  the m ilita ry estab lishm en t req u ired  f o r  the pa cifica ­
tion and  d e fen ce o f  the M adras P resid en cy . The conquest 
o f  f o r e i g n  en em ies does not alone enable us to redu ce our 
arm ies. The in crea sin g in fluence o f  the c i v i l  g o v ern m en t may 
do s o ;  and  make a f i e l d  f o r c e  less  n ecessa ry than I  once 
thought it.

(Extract.) 3rd July, 1804.

In respect to the general question of a military establishment, 
it has always appeared to me that government has made an 
erroneous calculation of the value of their conquests, as if they 
were to tend to the decrease of the military establishments and 
their expense. They have adverted only to the fact that, by the 
success of their arms, they have diminished the number of their 
external enemies ; and they have imagined that, in proportion as 
they have become secure abroad, they ought to have the means 
of reducing their armies at home. This appears to be parti­
cularly the error of the Court of Directors.

They have not adverted to the fact that all government in 
India, excepting perhaps that in Bengal, is held by the sword ; 
that, in order to carry on their foreign wars, they have been 
obliged to weaken the means of their internal government, 
that is to say, the power of the sword in their own pro­
vinces, by which, till this last war, they have invariably suf­
fered ; and that the conclusion of the most successful foreign 
war in India, that by which the most formidable enemy may 
have been subdued, if it gives an accession of territory, must, 
bring with the territory a necessity to increase the arm y; because 
the government must be established in the new territory, and 
supported, as well as in the old, by the power of the sword.
The want of knowledge, or rather of recollection, of these facts, 
is the cause of all the complaints of high military establishments 
and expenses, and of all the difficulties in which you must have 
found yourself, from the want of troops.

This want, however, it is to be hoped, will not hereafter be so 
severely felt. For the last 5 or 6 years, great exertions have 
been made, and the Company’s power has been vastly extended, 
without any very great increase of their military resources.
W h at has been done has been b y  great m ilitary a ctiv ity  and
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I .«rt^KKertton ; for I believe it will be found, upon an exam ination of 

the C om pany’s m ilitary establishments, that, excepting in cavalry, 
th ey  are but little larger than they were in Lord Cornwallis's 
tim e, and not so strong in European troops. A ccordin gly, every­
thing has been on the stretch, and every nerve has been exerted, 
to support the'authority o f governm ent in its extended provinces, 
as well as to provide the means o f m aking foreign conquests. 
B u t now I believe that we can conquer no more, at least on the 

establishm ent of Fort St. George ; and the troops and m ilitary 
resources of this presidency will be applicable to the defence of 
the Peninsula against a foreign European enem y, and to provide 
for the peace o f the country.

I have never had much apprehension o f the attack o f  an 
E uropean enem y in India, and least of all in this war ; because 
th e  enem y appear to have turned their resources to that kind of 

naval equipm ent which, it must be obvious, they could not use in 
an attack on this country.

In respect to  the internal peace, 1 have great hopes o f it, from 
th e  operation o f the system s of government adopted in the latter 
end of L ord  C liv e ’s tim e. A ll  arguments founded on theory are 
in their favour ; and we have also in their favour the practical 
exam p le o f a long course of peace and increasing prosperity in 
th e  provinces under F o rt W illiam , administered b y  the same 

system  ; and that o f the peace and tranquillity o f the provinces 
under the governm ent of F ort S t. G eorge (excepting alw ays 
M alabar) in the late war, being the only foreign war in w hich the 
C om pany have ever been engaged, during which the people in 
all their provinces in the Peninsula from which their troops were 
w ithdrawn were not in rebellion. It is true that the circum ­
stances and events of the w ar were favourable to internal peace, 
and all ought not to be attributed to the system  of civil govern ­
m ent la te ly  established. But, on the other hand, a M ahratta 

w  i r i s  one during which, above all others, the country is likely  
to be disturbed, as the M ahrattas have their agents and intrigue 
every  w here; and therefore I think it but fair to  attribute the 
general tranquillity, excepting alw ays in Malabar, throughout 

th e  late war, to  som ething more than chance, or than to the 

circum stances and events of the war itself. Still, however, the 
sword is tue main support of the governm ent; and it is necessary- 

now  to provide a m ilitary establishm ent adequate to defend the 
Peninsula against a foreign European enemyq and to preserve the 
internal tra n q u illity : and I have adverted particularly to the

\ / ^ > — < \ \



N ^ tsC $ ? th e  civil governm ent, as in m y opinion that must influ­
ence in a great degree, not only the am ount of the force in each 
of the m ilitary divisions, but the mode in which that force ought 

to be disposed.
It is difficult, if  not im possible, to point out that place on the 

great extent of coast, for the defence o f  which you have to pro­
vide, on which it is most probable that the French w ould make 
an attack. A fte r  providing for the defence of Goa on the western 

coast, and Masulipatam and F ort St. G eorge on the eastern, that 
distribution of the arm y which would best provide for the 
support of the internal governm ent, and would preserve tran­
quillity, would probably answer best to defend the I’cninsula 

against the attack of an European enem y. I shall proceed, 

therefore, to state m y opinion upon this part of the subject.
In the countries in which the new system s of governm ent have 

been introduced, there can be little occasion (or at least it is 
proba de that in a short time there w ill be little occasion) for the 
constant interference of the m ilitary in the support o f the civil 
government and of the police. In those districts it will be 
possible to collect the troops allotted to the division in one or 
two great stations. This' arrangem ent w ill be advantageous to 

discipline; it will be attended by the advantage o f giving you 
the ability to move the troops, at once, to any point on the 
coast which m ay be threatened or attacked ; you will always 
have a force ready to m ove to suppress insurrection or rebellion ; 

and supposing that it should be necessary to keep troops in 
these districts, at all times, for the support o f the civil govern­
ment, those which you m ight withdraw from a great station, in 

which some troops would be left, would not be missed, as they 
have been heretofore, when the troops, being scatteied  in 
numerous sm all posts, have been withdrawn from the whole, 

and all have been left unoccupied in time of war, when to hold 
them would appear most important. But although 1 thus 
recommend the assem bly of the troops in each division where 
the new system s of governm ent have been established, generally 
in one large station. I am b y  no means an advocate for the de­

struction of the forts. Y o u  have m y opinion already upon that 
su b je c t; and I shall only mention here that the forts in these 
countries ought either to  be made over to the civil government, 
or held b y  small detachm ents made from one corps at the 

principal station.
In the countries in which the new system  of civil government
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1 ,ŵ 5 ^ s not: keen introduced, I fear that the old mode of distributing
the troops must still continue. But even in these, I should 
recommend, as a general principle, to draw the corps together 
as much as possible, and to make detachments only in case of 
very evident necessity. If this principle can be carried into 
effect in every division of the army, and I conceive that it might 
in some degree, it will give you in each division a small dis­
posable force. This may not be equal to all the demands 
which may arise, but it will give you some strength everywhere ; 
and considering the great extent of coast you have to defend, 
and of the Company’s territories under the government of Fort 
St. George, I should prefer that to the concentration of your 
force in one position.

In the present state of the army equipments, I conceive that, 
for the purposes of defence against an European enemy, or even 
of preserving internal tranquillity, and suppressing insurrection 
and rebellion, there is but little occasion to have the troops 
constantly in the field. Both Native and European troops have 
their camp equipage always in readiness ; and I can speak with 
certainty of Seringapatam, and I should think it probable, of 
other principal stations of the army, that the time which would 
be required to bring in the cattle belonging to the ordnance, 
and for the carriage of the camp equipage of corps, would be 
sufficient to procure the bullocks which might be necessary to 
carryr any stores that might be wanted, and the provisions for 
the European troops. The cattle for the carriage of the gram 
for the horses of the cavalry can always be procured as soon as 
the gram.

Even if you were to form a field force, It is probable that you 
.would not give it a gram department; and, therefore, when it 
would move, it would depend upon its bazaars and the country 
for its supplies, as must the troops when they move suddenly 
from these great stations. The only advantage in point of 
equipment that the field force would have would be carriage for 
the sick ; but even some of that is always to be procured : and 
it is to be supposed that the troops moving suddenly, for which 
event the field force would be provided, would leave their sick 
behind them in their station. The objections to the centrical 
field iorce are, that with the expense of an army in the field, 
they become, in a short time, not much better than troops in a 
cantonment. The field force at Hyderabad, and those at Cawn- 
pore and F uttyghur in Bengal, are examples of the truth of this
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' observation. Those troops are in barracks, and the officers in 
bungalows; and it is as difficult to move them, as it: is to move 
a similar number from a garrison, and a proportion of them must 
be left to take care of the cantonment.

But in respect to an invasion by the French, I should suppose 
that your mode of defence would be to collect, as speedily as 
possible, a body of troops in the neighbourhood of the spot on 
which the French might land, with directions to watch and 
circumscribe their movements as much as possible, to cut oft 
their communications with the country, and to prevent them 
from receiving supplies of cattle, provisions, &c. Supposing the 
landing to be made in the Carnatic, and the number of men the 
French should land to be as large as any they have been able to 
bring out to India, I should imagine the disposable troops in the 
eastern division of the Carnatic, collected, I would suppose, at 
Wallajahbad, to be fully equal to the service proposed for them.
It is probable that the centrical field force, unless reinforced by 
the disposable troops in the other divisions, would not be equal 
to more ; and the troops at Wallajahbad would have the advan­
tage over them, that the enemy would feel them at an earlier 
period than they would the field force.

On the other hand, supposing the enemy to land on the 
western coast, the measures .to be pursued would be the 
same. The troops would collect in Malabar in their neigh­
bourhood ; they would be joined by those from Seringapatam ; 
and they would certainly be felt before the field force could 
approach.

When preparations are to be made for a great foreign war, 
such as the late war with the Mahrattas, the mere readiness of 
the troops is nothing, in comparison with the preparations 
required for the departments of the service. You could march 
the troops from the most distant garrisons before these would be 
ready, and therefore here again the field force would be of 
no use. I acknowledge that I have altered my opinion upon 
this sub ject: but the state of the country has altered much since 
I formed i t ; the equipments of the army have been much im­
proved ; I have gained more experience and knowledge of the 
real benefits of these field forces ; and I acknowledge that I am 
sanguine in my expectations, that the improvements of the civil 
government have established tranquillity in the districts in which 
they have been made, upon a basis more firm than has hitherto 
existed.

\ (  (flji . Ptfid force less requisite than formerly . 443V f i T



2 5 5 . T o L ord  W . Bentinek.

N ecessity o f adding fiv e  regim ents to the M adras army. T h a r  

pay has already beat provided.

Fort William, 29th Aug., 1804.

The Governor-General has desired me to inform your Lordship 
that it is his intention to send orders to Fort St. George, as soon 
as they can be prepared, to authorise you to add 5 regiments to 
that establishment. His Excellency, however, is desirous that no- 
measures should be taken in consequence of this intimation of his 
intention till you shall hear further from him.

He intends that the troops of the government of Fort St. 
George should occupy the territories and posts as detailed in 
his notes of instructions dated the 25th May, excepting Goa, 
which place he intends to occupy by Bombay troops. Accord­
ing to this arrangement, Scindiah’s subsidiary force will be 
permanently formed of Bengal troops.

This addition to the establishment of Fort St. George will 
probably appear la rge ; but it is not so large within 4 bat­
talions as that required by Gen. S tuart; and the establishment 
will not be larger than that which existed in the end of the year 
1802.

After a full review of the military establishments since the 
year 1796, when they were first, formed upon the model on which 
tlie army stands at the present moment, it appears clearly that 
all the additions which have been made to the armies of Fort 
St. George and Bombay, including this addition of 5 regiments, 
have been paid for by subsidies, or by revenues granted for 
the express purpose of supporting troops. I enclose a copy 
of a memorandum which I have given to the Governor-General 
upon this subject, which will explain fully my sentiments 
upon it.

It is difficult to say upon what principle the establishment of 
1796 was formed. However, it was certainly not sufficient for 
any purpose, even in the limited state of our territories under 
Fort St. George at that time ; as, besides the regular regiments, 
there were 4 extra battalions, which have since been formed into 
the 12th and 13th regts., and there was a Madras battalion and 
several corps of sebundies in the northern Circars.

Even thus increased, it was certainly not an establishment 
adequate to give protection against a foreign enemy, and to

( • (  m e  A M s jt i is  /Ujjm t  r o  b e  a u g m e n t e d . V X I
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^ I ^ W n t e r n a i  tranquillity at the same time; ay in the f i r s t O - L i  ; 
p f e ^ i t  is a. well known fact that it was with the utmost diffi­
culty that an army was assembled in r 7 9  ̂ am:* 3 7 9 9  ^ lat could 
tro to Seringapatain; and in the second place, when that auny 
was drawn together and marched into Mysore, a rebellion broke 
out in the provinces south of the Coleroon, and another in those 
north of the Kistna.

The reduction of our great Native.enemy,.therefore, which was 
the result of that war, could not be urged as a reason for the 
diminution of the military establishments to be stationed in the 
old territories, when it appeared .that the moment the troops 
marched out of those territories, the inhabitants were in rebellion.
I therefore conclude that the establishment of 1796 was adequate 
only to the preservation of internal tranquillity in the Cainatic ; 
and that when additions of territory were made, additional troops 
were required. But supposing the.establishment of 1796 to have 
been an adequate peace establishment, which circumstances have 
proved it was not, I think the facts stated in the enclosed memo­
randum show that all the corps raised since (including the 5 new 
regiments) have been paid for by the means provided.^

If the new levies had not been made, the Company’s old terri­
tories would have been lost, or the Company must have failed to 
perform their part of the treaties, by which they have gained such 
large subsidies.

256. M em orandum  subm itted to the G overnor - G eneral b y  
M ajor-G eneral the Hon. A . W elles ley , on th e  M ilitary  

establishm ents of India.

A rbitrary and inadequate provision o f  the Court o f  Directors  ̂ fo r  
the military requirements o f  Madras and Bombay. Rapid  
and large expansion o f  those requirements since ; coinculcntly 
with, and in consequence of, the acquisition o f  territorial and 

pecuniary resources fo r  the support o f  the additional troops.

Fort William, Nov,, 1804.

i . On the n th  Feb. 1801, the Court of Directors wrote orders 
that the military establishment of Fort St. George should consist 
of 7 regiments of European infantry and 14 regiments of Native 
infantry, including 3 regiments for the subsidiary force serving 
with the Nizam.

IS W .V * f  REGIMENTS NEEDED, AND ALREADY PAID FOR. 44.1 O  T j



n*%j, T hey ordered at the same time 3 European regiments and 
8 regiments of Native infantry for the establishment of Bombay, 
under the notion that alt above 4 of the latter would be paid lor 
by the subsidies from the Rajah of Travancore, and the Nabob 
of Surat.

3. I shall advert hereafter to the European establishment for 
those governments, ft does not appear that the Court of Direc­
tors have had before them any detailed statements of the want 
of troops when they gave these orders; but they have given 
them in an arbitrary manner, without considering at all the cir­
cumstances of the country to which they were intended to be 
applied.

4. In respect to the establishment of Fort St. George, it was 
not increased by these orders beyond that ordered in the year 
1796, excepting to supply the subsidiary force for the Nizam. 
The establishment ordered in 1796 was 11 regiments, and one 
for the Nizam, if he should require one; that of 1801 was u  
regiments, and 3 for the Nizam. Yet in 1799 an addition was 
made to the Company’s territories of Coimbatoor, of the districts 
bordering on the eastern ghauts (besides Canara and Soonda, for 
which provision was supposed to be made from the Bombay esta­
blishment) ; and the Company engaged, in consequence of a 
subsidy of 7 lacs of star pagodas from the Rajah of Mysore, to 
defend his territories and support his government.

5. As the Court of Directors have not condescended to parti­
culars, it is impossible to say whether they adverted to the 
necessity of defending Mysore or n o t; but whether they did or 
not, 3 regiments were certainly necessary for the purposes of 
Mysore and Coimbatoor, in addition to the old establishment 
necessary for the Carnatic and the Nizam’s subsidiary force.

6. After the letter of Feb. 1801, was written, the treaty of 1800 

was concluded with the Soubah of the Deccan, by which a large 
territory was ceded, in perpetuity, in commutation of subsidy. 
The principle on which this territory was ceded, was that the 
Company should receive nearly double the amount of the sum 
paid as subsidy, in order to defray the expense of defending and 
governing the territory ceded : it cannot be denied that this 
territory would require troops.

7. Subsequently to the dispatch of this letter from the Court 
of Directors, the civil government of the Carnatic was trans­
ferred to the Company. The Nabob’s troops were discharged, 
and the duty which they had performed devolved upon those

\ (  T*'®/ CAPRICIOUS ESTIMATES OF THE DIRECTORS. \ C |



Xx% ^ i^ C o n ip a n y . This was a fresh demand for the services of 
troops, for which the advantages gained provided the means oi 
payment.

8. These last two demands may be fairly stated to have occa­
sioned a necessity for 2 regiments; and in this manner has the 
establishment of Fort St. George amounted to 19 regiments.

9 I11 respect to the establishment of Bombay, the Court ol 
Directors have decided that 2 battalions in Malabar, and 2 
battalions in Canara, are fully sufficient. That establishment 
has certainly never been sufficient, as the Court might see by 
referring to their records. But the Court have admitted ot 8 
regiments on the Bombay establishment, and fortunately it has 
been possible to post a large portion of the force in Malabar.

jo. Since these orders have been written, the following addi­
tional demands have been made upon the establishment of 
Bombay: viz. 2 battalions for Goa; 4 battalions, if they should be 
of their present strength of 700 men, and if 1000 men, 3 battalions 
for the Guichwar state. Only one regiment has been raised to 
make up this deficiency, So that there remain 3 battalions to be
provided for. .

it Besides this deficiency, the subsidiary' force at loonah is 
paid for, and to be supplied either by the government of Fort 
St. George or Bombay; and the territories ceded by the Guick- 
war, the Peshwah, and Scindiah in Guzerat, which altogether are 
of the value of 50 lacs of rupees, would appear to deserve some 
troops to take care of them.

12. Reckoning that these territories require only one bat­
talion, the total deficiency of Native infantry, for the payment 
of which provision is made (excepting for the 2 battalions at 
Goa, and one in the territories in Guzerat, for which 12 lacs at 
Baroach may be considered a fair equivalent), will amount to
10 battalions.

13. I shall now consider the subject in reference to the detailed 
wants of each establishment, the only mode in which a question 
of this kind can be fairly considered.

14. The Guickwar subsidiary force must be 3000 men, or 3 
battalions of Bombay troops; there must be 2 battalions of 
Bombay troops at Surat; and one battalion of Bombay troops 
at Baroach; 6 battalions of Bombay troops at Poonah; 4 at 
Bombay ; and 2 at Goa: making the total of Bombay troops 
18 battalions, or 9 regiments.

15. The battalions of Bombay infantry ought to be 1000
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-w-^fen in time of war at all events. Hereafter I shall give a 
memorandum regarding the mode of arranging the Guickvvar 
subsidiary force.

16. Gen. Stuart’s distribution of the army at Fort St. George 
will require 54 battalions, from which, if 2 battalions to be posted 
at Goa, and to be found, according to this plan, by Bombay, are 
subtracted, there will remain ,52 battalions. He has now 38 bat­
talions, and if he should be authorised to raise 5 more regiments 
to make up for his deficiencies of Bombay troops, the deficiency 
in his distribution will be 4 battalions. These may be extra 
battalions until the orders of the Court of Directors shall have 
been received.

17. It is desirable that the orders for completing these 5 
regiments should be given as soon as possible, as in their 
present state the extra battalions are useless; and in the season 
of operations Gen. Stuart will be deficient—in fact, all the 
Bombay troops which will have been relieved; and the 5 Ma­
dras battalions, still remaining at Poonah, whose return cannot 
be expected till the end of the y e a r : making a total defi­
ciency of j 5 battalions in an army of 48 battalions, or nearly 
one third.

18. In respect to Europeans, the difference between the Court 
of Directors and Gen. Stuart is not very great. They have given 
20 battalions, and therefore we cannot tell on what they have 
founded their calculation. But since they have made it, one 
regiment has been given to the Nizam, for which he makes pro­
vision, and the Ceded districts certainly require one, and may be 
fairly estimated as supplying the means of paying one. Gen. 
Stuart’s estimate is 11 regiments, including Goa. If Goa is to 
be supplied by Bombay, the number demanded by Gen. Stuart 
is reduced to j o  regiments, which is only one regiment more than 
is allowed by the Court of Directors, adding one for the subsidiary 
force at I lyderabad, and one for the Ceded districts, both of which 
are paid for.

19. The Court of Directors have fixed 3 regiments of Euro­
peans as the establishment for Bombay, including one for Goa. 
There ought to be 4, of which number 3 ought to be at Bombay, 
one at Goa, and one to the northward.

20. In respect to cavalry at Fort St. George, the original esta­
blishment in 1796 was 4 regiments; since that time the Nizam 
has paid for 2 regiments, and the Peshwah for one regiment. 
There are now 8 regiments, so that the increase of the establish-
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regiment since the year 1796. Of all the increases of 
establishments which have been made, and which are now neces­
sary this is the only one which appears to me not to have been 
paid for by subsidies from the Native powers, and this may be 
fairly counted as provided for by the revenues of Coimbatoor, &c,

21. It may be urged against this statement, if no increase has 
been made to the army, not provided for, how came the military 
expenses of Fort St. George to be still such a burthen on the 
finances ? I answer,because Fort St. George has now the buit 
of defending Malabar, which Bombay formerly had.

In case this M em orandum  should b e  approved of, it  would be 

desirable to acquaint Mr. D uncan of the alteration o f  th e  arrange­

ment respectin g Scindiah’s subsidiary force and G o a ; and to 

adopt Gen. Stuart’s distribution for the territories o f  P ort St.
George, and to order the increase of the establishment.

257. Memorandum on the plan proposed of a n  interchange 
of Native troops of India and the Negro ^orps 

W est Indies. 1805 *.

The plan involves replacing E nglish soldiers in India by 
negroes. The high qualities o f the form er are unique an 
the foundation o f our power in India. Negroes w ill possess 

no such peculiar combination of remarkable qualities, am 

■ will be a source o f weakness and danger. 7 hey mig h t w ith

 ̂This memorandum was written at sea on the voyage from St Helena 
to England, in consequence of the observations contained m the follow 
ing letters from Lord Castlereagh to Marquess Wellesley.-Note by His

GraCMWeareSLmdDUite ^  WeWn8t0n' East Sheen, erst Aug., 1804.
Tlw extreme difficulty of raising men at home for 

induced His Majesty's Ministers to turn their attention t g P 
of every description! A considerable number of Emopean has a r^  y 
been procured, and an extensive augmentation of t h e c o  J  
the West Indies has been ordered, but still the 
army will remain very far short of what the various and pressing exigencies
of our situation require. . ... f

Amongst other expedients for augmenting the public force,.the P
sibility of raising sepoy regiments for sery.ee extra
itself for consideration; but as considerable doubts are en ^ m ed  here 
of the policy of such a measure as bearing upon the t'^its and feeUng 
of our Native subjects in that part of the globe, there is a reluctance m
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