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PREFACE.

€L

SIRT oreER. this volume to the public as acontrlbumn i

to the general stoek of information velating to India

and her affairs—informatiop which, in the present
juncture, it is very desirgble to possess. It contains
much that is scattered over a great number of printed
books, and much besides that is mot to be found in any
printed books. Ttwill be seen that it is written almost
entirvely in a navrative form—that there is little of the
disquisitional and controversial in it-—and that T have
not attempted to elucidate the great question of the
future Government of India, except by throwing on it
 such light as is derived from illustrations of the past.
Perhaps, indeed, the volume may best be deseribed

' asaseries of historical illustrations of Tndian Govern-

ment, axranged with some regard to completeness and
' uniformityof design, but not at all pretendirg to the dig-
nity either of a perfect history of the internal adminis-
tration of India, or a finished picture of Indian Institu-
tions. The exigencies of time and space have compelled
me to pass hastily over the consideration of many mat-
ters, of the interest and importance of which Tam fully
sensible, and in one or twoinstances I have been neces-
sitated to throw into an Appendix papers illustrative
of certain topics of inquiry of which I had intended to

treat in the body of the work. The subject of Indian

Administration, indeed, is so vast; it branches out into

so many different channels; and the materials at my

disposal for its illustration have been so ample, that the-
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( more I have drawn upon them the further oﬁ' I have
- seemed from their exhaustion,
ki In dealing with a subject of such magmtude, the
i writer has the choice of two courses which lie before him,
) He may either so compress his materials into a narrow

corpass as to divest his fasciculus of facts of all living
interest and external grace. Or he may select cer fain
pmmue,nt topics of discourse, and illustrate them with
that c,opmusnpqu of detail which, by limiting its range
of inquiry, necessarily subtracts from the encyclopa,dlc
- value of the work, but imparts a vitality fo it which
I cannot help thinking extends its utility by increasing
its attractions. 1 ha.ve followed the latter course.
I believe that the reading public is less instructed
than it should be on Indian subjects, because it has

« been less interested than it might have been, if writers
had taken more pains to appeal to the common sym-
pathies of mankind. T am not insensible of the value
of statistics, and, indeed, I have dealt somewhat
largely in them ; but it is principally by representing
men in action that the writer on Indian affairs must
hope to fix the attention of the publie.

It is mamly to anticipate any objections which mf@
bs raised on the score of omissions, that I make these
remarks regarding what may be called tho machinery
of my work. Of the purpose and tendency of the
work itself I have spoken elsewhere; and shall now
only add the expression of a hope that, in considera-
tion of what I have done, I shall be forgiven for what

I have necessarily left undone in such a volume as
this,

[ London, April, 1853.
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1 ax unwilling to suffer the present edition of this

volume to pass into circulation without adding a few
words to what has already been written under this
introductory head. i

-~ Since this account of the Administration of the
Fast India Company was presented to the public,
a few months ago, the great question of the future
Government of India has been discussed, and, for
the present, disposed of by the Parliament of Great
Britain. No opinion of the merits or demerits of the
India Bill of 1853 is called for in this place. But I
may, without impropriety perhaps, avail myself of
this opportunity of referring to the frequeht allusions
which, in the course of the Debates, were made to the
present work. I may say generally of these allusions,
that, as far as they related to myself, they only did me
too much honor, and that they would have afforded
me more gratification if I had not been painfully con-
scious, whilst T was cited as a teacher of others, that
I had myself so very much to learn, But I wish to
observe more particularly, at the same time, that
though T wrote not without a hope that such a col-
lection of facts might be an aid to the formation of

SR i e i —
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sound opinions by others, these chapters of administra-

tive history were not written with the intention of ve- =

cording any views, or propoxmdmu' any doctrines, of |
 my own. It was my object, in a word, to accumulate

facts, not to express opinions, I endeavoured, as much

as was possible, to abstain from argumentation, and to

preserve the historical character of the book; and, on | M

carefully reperusing what I have written, it appears to

me that, if in this new edition I bad expunged every

line that is mot of this purely bistorical character, the

hook would have lost almost as little in bulk as it

would lose in permanent interest and value. _

Thewe was a time, perhaps, when I might not have
hesitated fo pronounce the most confident opimions
upon the whole guestion of Indian Government—when |
I might not have shrunk from accepting the title and

. the office of the Judge. But I have read too much,
and thought too much in later years, not to appreciate
the difficulties of that question. India, with all its
local peculiarities and ethnological varieties, is so vast
and comprehensive a subject, that with inereased study
and reflection comes inereased diffidence. The light of
knowledge, the neaver it approaches, throws out into = =
bolder velief the ignorance of the student. There is
no subject, indeed, on which it becomes a man to
write or to speak with more modesty and reserve.
For my own part, though now for mearly twenty |

- years I have been, with little interruption, reading -~
and writing about India—though all this time it has
been the business of my life to collect facts and fo
mature opinions relating to this great subject—though
both in the Hast and the West the companions of
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ol my soh.ﬁ:.da amd my social life, the bmkf, and the men
* with whom I-have been familiar have been mainly
such as are depositories of Indian information—al-
though I bave had access to such sbores of unpub-
lished documents—the wealth alike of public and of
private avehives—as few men have had the good for-
tune to approach or the patience to examine—I am
not ashamed to confess that there awe many great
questions connected with the administration of our
Indian Empire upon W?ch 1 am competent to ex-
press only a gualified, heditating opinion—or none at
all. 1 know, for my own part, that, affer acquiring
facts illustrafive of such a subject as this, it is very
difficult to form opinions ; though it would seem, in-,
deed, to be the easiest thing in the world to form these
opinions before acquiring the facts. '
I am not, however, without a belief that Wha,t ha,s
been stated in these volumes has had some effect in
moderating the opinions of candid and unprejudiced,
though imperfectly-informed readers. Nor am I with-
out a hope, now that the subject of Indian Govern-
ment has ceased to be one of the pressing topics of the
day, and the book is divested of the controversial cha-
racter which was conferred on it rather by this outward
pressure of the times than hy its own internal attri-
butes, that it will induce many more to believe with me,|
that a History of the Administration of India, under!
the Government of the Hast India Company, fruth.
fully and conscientiously written, is rcally a History
of Indian Progress. That the present system of Indian
Government is perfeet, or that its agents are faultless,
I have nowhere said, and nowheve implied, Tt is un-

)
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deniable that they are caf])able of revision and i mprove-
ment. To this revision and improvement they have
“continually and uncea singly been subjected. The
progressive tendency towards good government has,
under each new charter, been more and more strikingly
developed ; and if the ameliorative changes of the
. next twenty years only keep pace with those of the
last, the historian of 1878 will address himself to his
work with the delightful conviction that it is his
to chronicle a series of good, deeds done for the OX~

tension of civilisation and the advancement of human

happiness, which, whether we regard the magnitude
of the end, or the difficulties to be encountered on
the way, may be ranked among the 'greatest ad-
ministrative efforts which History has ever reco:tded
or the World has ever beheld.

September, 1853,

Aoy
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OF THE

_ EAST INDIA COMPANT

CHAPTER 1.

The claims of the Goyemed on the Governing-—Tow they have been discharged |

—England’s Opportunitics in Xndia—Impediments to Domestic Improvement

— Administrative Dificulties in England and India~~Crime and Poverty in the

. two Countries—Fncouragements to Exertion.

WaeNy Mzr. Barlow, then Secret&ry to the In_d_iﬂ;_n :Go-‘_ |
vernment, drew up the elaborate minute, on which

the Bengal Reculations of 1798 were based, Sir Wil-
~ limn Jones, to whom this important document was
submitted, struck his pen across the three fvst words.
The correction which he made was a siguificant one.
Parlow -had written : “The two principal objects
which the Government ought to bave in view in all
its arrangements, are to insure its political safety, and
1o render the possession of the country as advanta-
geous as possible fo the Hast India Company and the
British Nation,” Sir William Jones, I have said,
erased the three first words. Tnstead of * the two
principal objects,” he wrote: “two of the primary
objects3”” and then he appended this marginal nofe:
“T have présumed to alter the first words. = Surely
the principal objéct of every Covernment is the hap-



pmosq of the governed.”* Bixty years have pa,bsed
| M'ay since th&t significant comyection was made, and
it is vow 2 Mmoot queatlon, whether the practice of the
British Government in India, throughout that time,
has been in accordance with the WOI‘ds of Mr. Barlow,
or those of Sir William Jones.
Not, however, that Barlow, who may be supposerl
in this case, to represent the general body of the Comn-
pany’s servants in India, had overlooked the * happi-
ness of the governed.”” In the mext paragraph he
wrote: 1t is a source of pleasing reflection to know,
that in proportion as we contribute to the happiness
of the people and the prosperity of the country, the
nearer we approach to the attainment of these objects.
If the people are satisfied with our government, we
shall be certain that they wish for its continuance ;
and as the country increases in wealth, the greater
will be the advantages which we shall derive fmm the
possession of it The ** happiness of the governed’
was to be considered as a means to an end—not as the
end itself. But in those early days of Anglo-Indian
rule, it was something to thmk of the people at all.
: . Tt was no small matter, indeed, to. recogmsu the great
i trath, that the prosperity of the governing and the
governed are mutually dependent upon each other;

, that, to secure the former, we must, at all events,
) promote the latter. The servants of the Company had

been for nearly two centuries regarding the natives of
India only as so many dark-faced and dark-souled
Gientiles, whom it was their mission to over-reach in

N"TRODTI-CTORY LEMARKS. .

)

* M8, Records—1 have copied 1‘.1113
from the original note in Siz W. Jones’s
handwriting. 'The draft, which con-
taing the autograph corrections of Liovd
Cornwallis, a8 well as the marginal
notos of Sir W. Jones, is thus endorsed
hy Sir George Barlow: *This is the
minute which led to the formation of
the constifution of the government of
our possessions in India, in 1703, T

was drawn up by me, and contained
my suggestions to Lord Cornwallis.
The notes in the margin are by Sir

W, Jones, for whose opinion it was

submitted. The corrections in the hody
are those made hy Lord (‘ornwaills 2
I need not say thnt the docuinent ig
an exfremely interesting one. 1 pur-
pose to make larger reforences to it in
another work,
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| hu&mﬂss, amd to overcome in war. But nut of these
hucksters and spoliators had now avisen & race of
embryo statesmen with dawning perceptions of the
duties and responsibilities of wovernments and ' the
rightful claims of the people. B'ulou who sate at the
foet, of Lomwaﬂls, was far in advance of his predeces-
sors—far in advance of the great mass of his cotem- :
poraries. There may be expressions in his suggestive
 minute to jar upon the sensitive chords of modern
philanthropy ; but we must read it, not with the eyes
of mevidian enlightenment, but with the hazy visionof
. men just awakening, as it'were, from dreams of con-
- quest, and only then ceasing to look upon the inhabi.
. tants of India as a race of men to be defraudud and
 subdued.

“ A gpirit of industry,” continued Ba;_rlaw,- % has
been implanted in man, that in secking his own good
he may contribute to the public prosperity. The hus-
bandman and manufacturer will toil incessantly, if
they are permitted to reap the profit of their labours.”’
But a question arose in practice, and one which has
not yet received any very satisfactory solution, as to
the extent to which, regard being had to.the pros-
perity of the State, the people might be suffered to
*¢ reap the profit of their labours.”  If the gquestion
had been satisfactorily solved, that would have been
achieved by Indian administrators, which, as far as the
rauge of my own knowledge extends, has yet been

. achieved by no administrators under Heaven. This,
humanly npeak:l.nrr indeed, is the greatest problem in
the world. It is nothing, therefore, to say, that in
India the rights of labour have not been determined—
that its elaims have mnot been acknowledged—in a
manner to give entire satisfaction to every benevolent
mind. Under the most favourable circumstances, we
can only arrwe at something of an approximaticn.

i - o A
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And what ought now properly to be considered is, not -

whether India has been governed by its European
conquerors after any imagined model of abstract per-
fection, but whether, all circumstances duly consi-
dered, all obstacles and hindrances fairly weighed, as
much has been done, within a certain time, and with

certain appliances and means at oux disposal, a8 reas.

sonable men might rightfully expect. ot
All government is, more or less, an experiment. In

TIndia, it is, especially, an experiment ; and it is one on

a gigantic scale. We have been compelled to experi-

mentalise upon a foreign people not easy to under-

stand-—upon a people whose character and institutions
are not only extremely dissimilar to our own, bt so
fonced in with exclusiveness, so bristling with all kinds

" of discouragements and denials, that it is difficult,

above all things, to acquire that comprehensive know-
ledge of their feelings and opinions which alone can
enable us to adapt onr legislation to their moral and
physical requirements. . It is the great evil of English
legislation, that it is based wpon an imperfect kaow-
ledge of the wants and wishes of the people.. But an
Bnglish legislator may converse with whomsoever he
will, on any subject, in his own language. He may
walk into the poor man’s cottage, and ascertain dfor.
himself what are the poor man’s wants. e has some-
thing in common with the poorest. He was horn on
the same soil-—he speaks the same tongue—he prays
to the same God. The two classes, to a certain extent,

may be severed by imperfect sympathies; bub there is

some bond of sympathy to unite them. They are not
utterly strangers and aliens to each other. They do not
vegard each other as infidels and blasphemers. . They
cross‘the threshold of the same temple together, and
they may eat, without contamination, from the same
dish. There is a vast difference, I repeat, between Bt.
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James’ a.ncl St. Giles’. The anstocrat of Belarsma
‘but imperfectly comprehends the feelings of the Vinha.
‘bitants of the clanging rookeries. The great; terri-
torial lord has little in common with the wretched la-
~ bourer who poaches by night on his overgrown estate.

Q1

And hence the blunders of English legislation. ' But
these privileged classes cannot help knowing more

‘abont the natural history of their own countrymen,

. however wide the distinction of rank, than the pri-

vileged classes of British India— the English con-

‘querors—know about thc ddrk-faced inhabitants of the
-.-coun,try which they have'subdued.

Tt is little more than sixty years since we began to
_-gwernlmlia, at all. TLord Cornwallis is the first In-

‘dian ruler who can be properly regarded as an admi«

nistrator. Up to the time of his arrival, the English
~in India had been engaged in a great struggle for
existence.  Clive conquered the richest province of
Hindostan. Hastings reduced it to something like
order, But it was not until Cornwallis carried to
Tndia the large-minded liberality of a benevolent Tng-
lish statesman, that our administrative efforts took
shapo and consistency, and the entire internal maunage-
ment of the country under our rule was regulated by
a code of written laws,* intended to confer upon the
natives of India the benefits of as much Baropean
wisdom and benevolence as was compatible with a due
regard for the character of native institutions. During
those sixty years, India has never enjoyed any pro-
tracted season of rest. We have continually been
engaged in wars and contentions, which have resulted
in the extension of our empire, until it has reached
the confines of the Afghan dominions; and many who

* Barlow, in the minute of which I  bly erased it, nnd substituted the sroxri

have spoken above, always used the “regulations.”
word “Iaws;” but Cornwallis invaria-
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would fain have been pga,ceful-- admindstrators, have
been conguerors in spite of themselves. During the
 gixty years of which I speals, we hayve been huilding up
our present enormous empire, When, therefore, we
come to consider the time at our disposal, and the
opportunities at owr command, with reference to the
ameliorative measures which have emanated {rom the
British Government, we must not take aceount of the
vesult, as though we had been for sixty years in pos-
session of our present territory, and those sixty years
had been years of settled tranquillity ; but as though
we had all that time to do with an empire inchoate
and imperfect, calling for measures—in the first in-
stance, of defence, then of aggression——which have left
 neither leisure to consider, mor money to provide the
means of domestie improvement. e
" For let us only just glance at the history of India
during the last century—at the reigns of our different
chief Governors, from Clive to Dalhousie, and see
how they have heen consecutively engaged, with but
two exceptions, in great and engulpbing wars, Think
of the wars in Madras and Bengal-~the Rohilla wars
—+the Mysore wars-——the Mahvatta wars-—the Java war
—the Pindarree war—the Burmese war—ithe Afghan
war——the Sindb war—the Sikh war—with all kinds of
minor wars occupying smaller space in the great his-
tory of Indian conguest, Of all our Governors-General,
either reared in India, or despatched thither from our
English bureaux, Shore and Bentinck alone contrived
to surround themselves with an atmosphere of peace
during the entive period of their administration, And
yet all these warriors and statesmen, wbo were con-
tinually pouring their battalions into the field, were
not #ll of them men, “out of measure addicted to
fighting”—men of large ambition, greedy of conguest,
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 unmindful of the blessings of peace and the claim of
. an industrial people. Comwallis—Minto—Amherst-—
. _Amklaml_wﬂawding%-])alhou-siewﬁrem all by nature
peace-Governors. Neither Hastings-—ecommoner nox
. peer—can be justly accused of umserupulous aggres-
. siveness. And yet, somehow or other, all these ralers
' have been arvested in their caveer of internal improves
~ment, or utterly prevented from giving a thought to
| ity hy the necessity of concentrating their efforts on
great schemes of Tﬂitary organisation, for the subjee-
 tion of enemies Who have threatened the security of
' our frontier, and compelled us to possess ourselves of
new territory to enable us to retain possession of the
o AR - ' -
. Ttisnot for me now to consider in detail, whether
_ this or that war  might have been avoided.””  The
more thoughtful reader of Indian history will, perhaps,
arrive at the general conclasion, that although some
of one wars with our immediate neighbeurs might have
been delayed, few, if any, could have been avoided.*
It is enough for my present purpose, that the English
in India, thongh not fairly chargeable with that lust
of eongquest which is often said to have marked our
whole earcer in the Bast, have beem, for a century,
engaged in an almost continued struggle, which has
paralysed the humane efforts of men, the desive of
~whose hearts bas ever turned towards the domestic im-
provement of the country. If it had been possible for
us to have held possession of a single province-—say
the rich province of Bengal--never to have gone be-
yond its limits—never to have been disturbed by fears
of invasion—mnever to have been engaged in warlike
‘operations, offensive or defensive—we might, perad-

* T say “with our immediate neigh- para.ted' from ug by an extensive tract
beurs,” for where we haye crossed the of intervening territory, this necessity
frontier to attack another country, se- 13 not to be pleaded. o
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| venture, have established a model empire on the
i banks of the Hooghly. An overflowing treasury, at the
ko] command of an enlightened statesman, never arrested
by any threatenings from without, in his quiet career
of Dbeneficence, mever, indeed, looking beyond the
limits of his own narrow tervitory, might, in the
course of a century, hayve enabled us to build up an
Fastern principality, so compact in itself, and com-
plete in all its internal arrangements, as to leave little
or nothing for the philanthropist to desire. But Pro-
vidence has not willed that sueh should be our Bastern
HEmpire. If one of the little handful of European
officers, who, a century ago, in gaiters and perukes,
followed the fortunes of Lawrence in the Carnatie,
were now to stand again on Indian soil, and in one of
our North-Western cantonments, to spread out before
him a map of our Fastern Empire as now established,
be would be overwhelmed with astonishment and in-.
eredulity. He would declare, that not one of his ce-
temporaries, in the wildest flight of imagination, ever
Lon’rumpl@’rod the possibility of the erection of such an
} empire as we have now built up in the Bast. But, in
these times, it is equally difficult to imagine the exist-
~ ence of such an empire—limited, unexpansive, coni-
pact—as the Anglo-Indian of 1750, regarded as the
extreme result of our conquests in the East. Grown
wisé. by experience, we now declare that it is in ac-
cordance with a law of nature, universal and immu-
table, that our empire should have so expanded. Be
this as it may, the history of India has been hitherto
a history of expansion—of acquisition; and it is only
. by so considering the fact, that we can rightly estitnate
the much or the little which the British conquerors of
the Indian world have done to promote the happmbw-,
of the pef)ple who inhabit it.
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M&ny gma»t political problems are yet umsolved -
el many great social evils are yet unvemedied. Much,
‘  doubtless, has 'l;et to be done before the voice of com-
i plaint can be authoritatively called upon, in the name
 of reason, to be still. Unqualified commendation. in
. such a case would be as unreasonable as unqualified
‘censure—not because it is unqualified commendation
_ of the Indian Government, but hecause it is unqualified
commendation of a terrestrial government, and, there-
. fore, of one prone to all sorts of short-comings, and
. liable to all kinds of ervor. If there were nothing
' more to be complameﬂ of there would be nothing
. /more to be done. | Now, in India, it must be acknow-
' ledged that there is much to be done. But in England,
also, there is much to be done. The Government of
. England has been, and is, a Govdg mment of Progress.
‘We are astonished at the evils which our f&ther% per-
mittod, and our sons will be astonished at those which
we in our turn are permitting. And yet generations
of Englishmen have boasted, and will boast, of the
blessings of the British Constitution, We have not to
. ¢ousider whether this orthat Government has attained
- perfection, but whether it is making reasonable efforts
to approximate to it ; we have not fn consider whether
the mass of the pnople are positively happy wnder any
particular Government, but whether they are happier
than they were fifty or twenty years ago under that
. Government. Progressive improvement is all that we
have a right to expect, or 2 vocation to consider.
The history of Civilisation is the obituary of Error.
We are continually burying defunect  fallacies, and
‘making Suttees of huge practical mistakes. I am not
- an old man. T have seen little more than half of the
years allotted to humanity, and yet I have lived in
times which, compared with the present, weve years
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of barharism and darkness. T have witnessed the
“eremation of social and political evils, the existence of
 which, in sueh recent times, my children will searcely
eredit. When I was a boy, the green slopes of Old
Sarum were pay habitual play-ground. There was a
little inn on the white chalk-road which sent two
members to Parliament, whilst Manchester and Bir-
mingham sent none. A Roman Catholic could not
sit in our Legislative Assemblies, or in ouwr Municipal
Corporations, or lead a vegiment or command a ship.
Slaves were held as Property-hy Eng]ish gent].emen in
the colonies, and bought and sold like sheep, A man
might be tramsported for seven years for knocking
down a partridge or a hare. Such was the general
offoct of the game-laws, that it was said of them that
“for every ten pheasants fluttering in a wood, one
English peasant was rotting in gaol."*  The Court of
Ghancerﬁ with its a_,gonising (1&}1332'8 and its des_{)lﬂﬁng.
voracity, made playthings of human life and haman
verison, and wrote its fearful annals on the walls of
tho lumatic’s cell and the grave of the suicide. The
state of our prisons was so detestable, that a young
and modest girl thrown into gaol for some trifting
offence, o perhaps wrongfully accused, came out an
abandoned criminal, The gibbet was in such repute,
that a man might be hanged for stealing a yard of
silk from a shop-counter, for destroying a tree, or
breaking down the embankment of @ river. And if
was no uneommon thing for men to be lured on to
the gallows by a detective police, who made it their
business to associate in flash houses with thieves and
prostitutes, and incite them to the commission of
crimes which it should have been their duty to pre-
vent,
5 * Sydney Smith.
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'lhesa are @ few of the social and pohtwal evils
\ "thh 1 have Lived to see abolished by the interven:
. tion of a huma;rre legislature. ' Perhaps I may be
. spared to see many more great changes for many
| more great changes are needed, ind this is an age of
 progressive amelioration.  But although 1 see clearly
. avound me many things which I know canmot be
right, and I hope earnestly that some day they may

- be remedied, I know how difficult it is to devise a fit

. remedial application, and how the best efforts of bene-

yolent statesmen may[fe baffled by the magnitude

. and obstinacy of the disease. There are clamorous
 social evils erying out for redvess almost under the
walls of the Palace at Westminster.  From the win-
. dows of the committee-rooms of that great costly
‘senate-house, our legislators may look out upon hun.
dreds of miserable dwellings, overcrowded with squalid
- and hungry tenants, whose sufferings far surpass any
enduwred by the inhabitants of a village in Bengal. Tt
is mot long since it was stated in “Parliament; by a
| nobleman, who has made the misery and the crime of
 the London poor his peculiar study, that ¢ there were
180,000 naked, filthy, deserted, yoaming, lawless chil-
i dren, who formed the seed-plot of 19-20ths of the
erime which desolates the metropolis ;** and again re-
peaterl at & public meeting, * that ninety-nine cases of
‘erime out of every hundred were the result of want of
honest occupation.” T have no wish to dwell upon
these things. I would only say that it becomes us,
~ before we indignantly expatiate upon the sufferings of
the people of India, to think of the suffering at our
own doors ; and to consider whether we have yet con-
trived, with all our Ministerial Cabinets, our I.!G‘ng-
lative Assemblies, our great corporate bodies, and our
gigantic press, to furnish anything like a remedy for
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this the greatest of social evils—the physical necessity
of ecrime. The most enthusiastic advocate of the Go-
vernment of the East India Company would not claim
 for it the merit of abolishing poverty and wretchedness,
and annihilating erime; but the people of India are
not driven to erime by want of honest occupation. It
is ensy to conceive what would be said on the subject
if they were. i Bt
T would say something, too, regarding material
wants, A well-informed practical man, writing in
1822, says,  The fortile plainsof [ = T, [ ]y
and [ ], are separated from each other by a de-
serted country, hitherto mearly an impassable barrier.
"Phis large district comprehends upwards of 900 square
miles; in many places it is very populous. ~As might
he expected under such circumstances, the people are
turbulent, and their houses, being inaccessible for want
of roads, it is not surprising that during the disturh-
ances of 1821-22, this district was the asylum for
smugglors and robbers, and that stolen cattle were
drawn into it as to a safe and impenetrable retreat.”
The blank spaces which I have left at the commence-
ment of this extract the reader will, doubtless, feel disa
posed to fill with the names of some Indian citics or dis-
{ricts. But the fertile plains, separated from each other
by a deserted country, the populous places rendered
inaceessible, and the people turbulent and lawless by
want of roads, are not in any part of the mighty Indian
peningula, but in a little island upon the other side of
the Irish Channel. The places whose names 1 have
omitted are Limerick, Cork, and Kerry.* ¢ Notwith-
standing,” adds the writer, ¢ its present desolate state,

# The extract is taken from a re- through the press, this esteemed writer
@ ort lky Mr. Grifith, quoted in My, and valuable public seryant has paid
orter's admirable work on the “ Pro- the ordinary penalty of & life of unceas-
vess of the Nation.” T grieve to think ing intellectual labour, and that his
that during the passage of this volume carcer of usefulness is at-an end,
@ 2
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' this country contains within itself the seeds of futuve
improvement and industry.” ' T

It would be easy to multiply instances of tracts of
country in Treland, containming within themselves the
seeds of improvement and industry, which, even at the

presenﬁ time, ave little better than howling wildernesses,

But I have no wish to enlargeupon the failures of our
domestic administration. I merely desire to express my

conviction that such failures, though deeply to be
* lamented, furnish no proof of the general incompetency

of the Government which /has unwillingly permitted
them; I would not argt_&é that because Ireland has
been and is misgoverned—-that, because there are large
tracts of desolate country, and thousands of inhabitants
in an extreme state of physical and moral destitution,
the repeal of the Union is an event to be desired as an

act of justice to the Irish people. I would give the -

British Government credit {ov the best intentions-—1I
would believe that it has laboured, and not laboured

| ' in vain, for the benefit of the people, though it has left

much to be done for their amelioration before we can
congratulate ourselves on the general result. I will-
_ ingly believe that it is no easy thing to govern Ireland,

although it is a small island within a few hours’
journey, by land and sea, from the senate-house of
Gireat Britain, and contains less than eight millions of
souls, all speaking the same language, and worshipping
the same God.

But' believing as I do that it is no easy thing to
govern Ireland-—no easy thing to govern England-——
no eagy thing in one island or the other, to abolish
human misery and eradicate human crime, 1 would
wish it also to be believed that the Government of
India, a country whose area it is difficult to ecom-
pute, and whose population it is difficult to number,

whose people present almost as many varieties of' cha-
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racter and language as the entive continent of Europe,
and the whole of which are utterly dissimilar to our
own, may be also difficult to govern, =

Ll

1 would wish it to be believed that in the govern-
ment of such a country some credit is due for what is
done well, and some allowance to be made both for
what is done amiss and what is not done ot all, I am
afraid that too many amongst us are prone to make &
severe reckoning of the ervors and short-comings, and
of the good deeds and successful results to take no sorf
of acconnt. e SR i T T

Tt is because I believe that, under the Government

 of the Fast India Company much has heen done for

the benefit of fhe people of India of which liftle is
known in this country, or if known, purposely ignored,
that I now desive to throw together, in an historical

. form, some information, derived from a variety of

sources, relative to the administrative results of British
connexion with the Bast. In aword, I desire to show
what we have done for India, and what we have
attempted to do. The rveview may not af all points
present matter for congratulation, for our efforts in
India, as elsewhere, have not always been crowned
with success. But I believe that, viewed in a calm,
candid, judicial spirit, without passion and without
prejudice, the aggregate result veflects no little honor
on the Company and their servants, and may be honestly
applanded by men jealous of the interests of mankind.
And assuming that there is much yet to be done—
that much has been left undone which ought to have heen
done—that those to whom the administration of India
is entrusted, require at times to be roused and stimu-
lated by the consideration that there is a great tribunal .
at hame—-the tribunal of the British public, which fakes
cognizance of all their doings-—1 cannot help thinking
that the great object of securing the zealous activity of
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our Indla,n administrators is best to be attamcd by
. recording and commending their good deeds, than by
an indiscriminate condelnnamon of what are presumed
to be their bad. I doubt, indeed, whether the effect
. of all the vague general censure which is lavished upon
British administration in the Bast, has not a tendency
vather to cramp and repress than to foster and develop
the beneficence of our exiled countrymen who consti-
. tute the executive Government of our Indian Empire.
But I am certain, on the other hand, that nothing is
more likely to develop all vheir best feelings, and stunu-
 late all their energies dnd hetivities, than the knowledge
that their exertions are not overlooked by their hre-

. thren at home—that their good deeds are duly reported

' o the British public, and hy the British public read

with interest, and commented on with applanse. TIf
there be full warrant for the belief that the Dritish
public will not be left in profound ignorance of all the
good that is done in our far-off Indian possessions,
notumb is s0 animating, so invigorating as the re.
flection, ¢ What will be thought of this at home But
if the only response that can be given to the stirring
questxon is “ Nothing"—if a general conviction is 1eft
to impress itself on the minds of Englishmed in Tudia,
that, let them do what they may, and suffer what they
may for the people, scorning delight and living labori-
ous days, still one general sentence of condemmation
will be passed on our Indian administration—still
ignorance and malevolence will be obstreperous in their
denunciations—it is easy to conceive how all warmth
may bhe chilled, and all activity paralysed how in time
they may be made to conform to the ering judgment.
People are very prone to become Wh% the world

~ believes them to be.

. Influenced by such considerations as these—rooted

in the faith that I shall best eulzserve the interests of



Tndia and her teeming millions of mha'blta,nts, by en-
| couraging the zealous and stimulating the active, than
by w11tmrv what can only dishearten and repress, I

purpose, in the following chapters, to show what our

countrymen have done, and what they have attempted
to do, for the better government of India, and the
amelioration of the condition of the people--as evi-
denced in the development of the industrial resources
of the country, the purification of justice, the civilisa-
tion of savage tribes, the suppression of unholy vites
and cruel abominations, and the general diffusion of
enlightenment and truth. It will be my privilege, in
the course of this attempt, to record some incidents of
our Indian rule, little known beyond the area that has
been the scene of them, but which are not to be
chronicled without the strongest emotions of national
pride.  And if ever such chronicle of good deeds done
by English gentlemen, under the fiery skies of the

East, isolated from their kind, far removed from all

the ordinary incentives to exertion, amidst dangers

and difficulties more than sufficient to repel the brave
and deter the resolute, should stimulate one other

Indian exile to go and do likewise, I shall not have
‘_ written ivi vain, and I shall not be without my reward.

16 INT RODUCTORY REMARKS.
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CHAPTER 1I.

. India hn'(iar the Moguls—The Arab and Tartar Conquests—The I:Ionae.'o'f.

| Toghlak—Yeroz Shah—The first Indian Cansl—The Louse of Timour—The
- Emperor Akbar—ilis internal Administration-—Shah Jehan—Public Works |
~Decline of the Mogal Empire—Comparison of Mogul and British Rule—~

\Their General Eiffects on the Happiness of the People.

1 0o not know that it is of much real importance to

| _inquire whether the pepple of India would have been '

. more or less happy and prosperous if they had been
| left to the goyernment of their old Mahomedan con-
querors and rulers. The inquiry must, at best, he un-

. satisfactory and inconclusive. But, from the days of

Burke to the days of Ellenborough, the insatiable
benevolence, the magnificent philanthropy, of the old
Oriental despots has heen so often vaunted, either
as a reproach or an encouragement to us, that I can-
not persuade myself to pass on without devoting a few
pages to the subject. |
The rulers whorn we supplanted were, like ourselves,
aliens and usurpers. We found the Hindoos a coti

. qnered people, and, little by little, we substituted one

yoke for another, The tide of conquest had hitherto
set in from the inland northern counties, It was rolled
back by a power whose approaches commenced from
the southern sea-board. Trom the Owxus and the
Jaxartes, from the borders of the Aral lake, and
from the snowy mountains, had come the overwhelm-
ing desolating stream of northern conquest. The
Greeks and Arabs, who had preceded the Tartar
hordes, scarcely passed the limits of the country which
modern bistory knows as Hindostan. British arms
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have now again extended the Indian Ewmpire to the
barks of the Indus, and our legions have encamped
themselves, permanently ;md' securely, upon the seat
of the old Macedonian conquests. But of neither
| Greeks nor Arabs can it be said that they conquered
i India, A race of men, in whom the shepherd and
the soldier were strangely blended, streamed from the
: countries watered by the Oxus and Jaxartes, and es-
| tablished themselves in Afghanistan ; looking down
from which, as from a platform of observation, upon
India, they sighed for its legendary treasures, and
‘meditated the invasion of the coveted land. :
How at the dawn of the present millenium, hefore
the Norman William, on the southern coast of Eng-
land, had stricken down the last of the Saxon kings,
r Mahmoud of Ghuznee, the son of a Toorkhee slave,
crossed the waters of the Jumna, and with a multi-
tudinous army, appeared before the stately walls of
Canoorj—how he attacked, plundered, and destroyed
Muttra; and how he returned to Glinznee laden with
glittering spoil, and attended by a train of five thou-
sand captives ;—how, at another time, crossing the
great desert, he poured his battalions into Goozrat,
and made the walls of the far-famed idol-temple echo |
with the cry of Allak Akkbor—how he desecrated that
beloved Pagan shrine and carried off its hoarded
wealth; and how, on its backward mareh to Afghan-
istan, his army perished miserably on the burning
sands ;—are great historical events, not less interesting
for their romoteness, at which it is scarcely necessary
to glance. For although Mahmoud entered India—
fought and conquered—he never there established an
empire. He coveted the fabulous treasures which, it
"was believed, were hidden in its gorgeous palaces and
pich idol-shrines; and his lust was satisfied with the
golil and jewels, which he bore away from this ro-
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-manfic land. But he was & spoliator, rather than a

iy conqueror; and his victories left npon India little more

than 'thé_.impressf,of transiont calamities,

It was by a prince of less note in the page of his-
tory—Dby Shahab-oo-deen, of the house of Ghor, that
India was first veally conquered. It is hard to say why
the life of one who reduced to subjection almost the

 entive country from Ajmere to Bengal, and left at his

death the conquered provinces under his own officers,
or under fribufary princes, should stand out with so
little individual distinctness from the great level of
the Mahomedan chronicle / Little, however, is popu-
larly recorded of his perﬂd'rm]. history and character.
‘On his death, about the time when the great Charter
of Bnglish privileges was signed at Bunnymede, India
became an independent Mahomedan kingdom, under
the rule of the conqueror’s favorite slave; and the
dynasty of the Slave-Kings was commenced. Then
the Empire of Delhi was established. IHindostan was
nominally subject to one sovereign, the extent of whose
veal influence was mainly dependent on the energy of
 his personal character, and the vigor with which he
held his satraps in control* Much of his time was
consumed in efforts to suppress the rising power of his
provincial governors ; and those governors, instead of
concerning themselves about the welfare of the people,
were continually striving to advance what they be-
lieved 0 be their own. Some splendid architectural
. yemains, conspicuous among which is the &ootub
" Minar of Delhi, still bear pleasing testimony to the

# « All Hindostan, except sone in-
sulated portions, now acknowledged
the government of Delhi; but the obe-
" dience of the different portions was in
different degrees, from entire gubjection
to very imperfect dependence; and in
this state, with various fluctpations, it

vemadned il the end of the Mogul Em-
pire. Tn a succession of strong reigns,
the subject country would greatly ex-

ceed the rest, and the princes who re-
tained the internal government of their
territories would be quite submissive
and obedient in goneral polities; but
two or three weak rulers would again
throw all into confagion; new princes
would start np, and old ones would be-
come unruly, until the next vigorous
menarch had almost to begin the cons
quest anew.”—[ Elphinstone. ]
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magnificent tastes of the Slave-Kings; but, as peaceful
admninistrators and guardians of the public weal, they
can lay litile claim to the approbation of posterity.
Indecd, the judgment is not over harsh-which would
pronounce them, for the most part, cither mscrupulous
tyrants or indolent debauchees. Norwere their Ghilji

suceessors of a higher class,

Their efforts at internal

administration often took the shape of arbitrary inter-
ference of the most irritating kind, and they most in-
censed the people when they interfered most in their

domestic affairs.

Of the succeeding dynasty-—the house of Toghlak-—

one of the greatest monarchs was a madman.*

His

successor—Feroz Shah—left behind him, perhaps, the
brightest name of all the early Mahomedan princes.
Considering the age in which he lived, and the circum-
stances by which he was surrounded, he was rveally an
enlightened prince. Greatly in advance of his prede-
cessors, he initiated many important public works; and
though the accounts of them which have come down
to us are somewhat vague and general, and perhaps
fairly open to some suspicion of their aceuracy, it is
not to be doubted that he did much to promote the
prosperity and to advance the civilisation of the country
which he governed.t+ By Feroz Shah was constructed,
in the middle of the fourteenth century, the first Indian

* Mahmond Toghlak.

1 “His reign, thongh not brilliant in
other respects, was distinguished for
the enlightened spirit of his regula-
tions, and the extent and utility of his
public works, He limited the number
of capital punishments, and put a stop
to the use of torture and the practice
of mutilation, which last prohibition
was the more meritorious, as it was
av variznce with the Mahomedan law,
He »bolished a great number of vesa-
tions taxes and fees, put an end to all

« fluctuating and precarious imposts, and
fixed the revenues in such a manniy
, 88-to leave a3 little a3 possible to the
collectors, and to give precision and

publicity to the demands of the state.
‘The following list is given of his
public works, for the maintenance of
which, lands were assigned:—50 dams
ACross rivers, to promote navigation;
40 mosques; 30 eolleges; 100 caravan-
serais; 30 reservoirs for irrigation;
100 bospitals ; 100 publie baths: 150
bridges ; besides many other edifices
for plessure or ornament.” Elphin-
stone, from whom this account is taken,
adds~+*The round numbers, as well as
the amonnt of somie of the items, sug-
gest doubts of the accuracy of the list;
but the works of Feroz which still re-
main, atford sufficient evidence of the
magnitude of his undertakings.”
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canal.  The water seems to have been drawn from the
Chetang nullah, at the foot of the lower range of
Himalayahs,west of the Jumna, and the line extended
thenee to Hissar, where were the favourite hunting-
grounds of the emperor. Whatever may have been
the purposes for which it was eonstructed—and T see
no reason to question that it was designed for the
irvigation of the country, and the benefit of the people
—it was but a little time in full fertilising operation,
Not very long after the death of Feroz Shah, it seems
to have been dried up; and it is believed that it never
drew a permanent ﬁog f water, until, two hundred
years afterwards, the Emperor Akbar issued an order
for its restoration.* :

In 1389, full of years and trouble, Feroz Shah was
gathered to his fathers, It was during the reign of his
erandson, only a few years later, that India was laid
prostrate by that stupendous calamity, the invasion of
Tamerlane. Girt with the strange legend of miracu-
lous conception, the lame shepherd-prince, with a frame
of iron, and a heart of stone, came with a mighty Tartar
army, bristling with pikes and javelius, from the country
beyond the Oxus, and over-ran the provinces of Hin-
dostan. Lust of conquest—mnothing else-—brought him
to Delhi. He had no wrongs to redress—mno insults
to wipe away. But he had conquered the countries of
Central Asia lying nearer to his home. Persia, Georgia,
Mesopotamia, Syria, had fallen before his arms. He
had captured Herat—thus made himself master of
Khorassan—and thence crossing the Punjab, moved

* Elphinstone says that it was dis-
used, * perhaps, since the death of
Feroz” (in 1389); but it eeems, from
the following passage in n curious docu-
ment discovered in Khytul, by Lieute-
nant 8. A. Abbott, to have been in ope-
ration ab a later date. It isan edict of
the Emperor Akbar, relative to the res-
toration of the canal, commenecing thus:
#The Chetang Nuddi, by which Feroz

Shalh Badshah, two hundred and ten
years ago, brought water from the
nullahs and drains in the vicinity of
Sudhourah, at the foot of the hills, to
Hansi and Hissar, and by which, for
four or five months of the year, water
was there available, has in the courSe
of time, and from numerons obstacles,
become so choked, that it is scarcely dis-
cernible,” &c. &o.—[ Caleuttu Review.]
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down with irresistible force on the beautiful capital of
the Indian Empire. No language can exaggerate the
horrors of that invasion—horrors which have rendered
the name of “Timour the Tartar” familiar to every
school-boy in Western Europe, as the type of an in-
satiable tyrant and a scourge of the human race,
It is certain, indeed, that these Mahomedan con-
quests were achieved at an enormous cost of human
life—that the misery which the conquerors diffused in
their desolating careers, makes by comparison the vie-
torious progress of British arms in the Bast a mild and
merciful migration. The Arahs and the Tartars were
equally remorseless. Each in turn murdered and pil-
laged with as little pity and compunction as the other.
In the first, the gpivit of proselytism was the stronger.
I They went forth as children of the Prophet, and fought

and conquered in his name. ' A genuine religious en-
| thusiasm stirred the hearts of those early Mahomedan
invaders. But the Tartar hordes were little better than
lukewarm: neophytes. They over-ran a new country ;
. they made its treasures their own; but they rather
merged themselves into the general population, and.
took shape from the surrounding mass, than stamped
their own conformation upon it. It was in no spirit of
| toleration and forhearance, however, that they spared
.‘ the idols of the Tiindoos.* Their enthusiasm found
vent through other channels than those of religious
| zeal. They murdered the idolaters, and plundered
their teruples, only because they delighted in cruelty,
' and were greedy of spoil.+
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* This is only metaphorically and
spiritually true.  Literally and, sub-
etantially, it is incorrect. " The Maho-
medan conquerors often did not gpare
the Hindoo idols ; but their cono-
clasm was very different from that of
the Spanish conquerors of South Ame-
riew.  The latter, when they steuok
down the idols of the Mexicans, struck
at the false gods which the images

represented.  When the former broke
the graven deities ¢f the Hindoos into
pieces, they did so to see what they
contained.

+ The history of the Mahomedan
dynasties in India is full of lament-
able instances of the cruelty and rapa-
city of the early conquerors. Take,
as illustrative of Arab crnelty, the
following from Elphinstone’s account
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.Tamerlaﬁe was proclaimed Emperor of .D'elhi, but he
soon withdrew his army from India, leaving anarchy

of Cosim’s conguest of Sindh:—* Ca-
gim at first contented himself with
‘civeumeising all the Brahmins 3 but
fucensed ab their rejection of thig sort
of conversion, he ordered all above the
of seventeen to be put to death,
‘and all under it, with the women, fo be
reduced to slavery.” And again, from
the same writer—¢ The women and
children were first sacrificed in flames
of their own kindling; the men bathed,
and with other ceremonies took leave
of each othee and the world; the gates
were then threwn open, the Rajputs
‘rushed out word in hand, und, thigar-
ing themselves on the weapous n{ lf:i'r
enemies, perished to a man. Thode of
‘the gartison who did not share in this
act of desperation, gained little by their
prudence: the city was carvied by ns-
sanlt, and all the men in arms were
aliughtered in. the storm, Their
families were reduced to bondage.”
Speaking more generally of the cha-
racter of Arab conquests, he says:
« (On the firet invasion, each city was
called on, as the army approached, to
embrace the Mahomedan religion or to
pay tribute. In case of refnsal, the city
was attacked, and if it did not capitu-
late, all the fighting-men were put to
death, and their families were sold for
slaves,  Four cities held out to this
extremity; and in two of them the
number of soldiers who refused quarter
is estimated at 6000 each.”

Take the following from the record
of the eareet of Malimond of Ghuznee:
- During a halt of twenty ilays, the
city (Muttra) was given up 1o plunder,
the idols were broken, and the temples
profaned, Theé excesses of the troops
led to a fire in the city, aud the effects
of this conflagration were added to its
other calamities. . . . This expedition
was attended with some circumstances
more than nsually tragleal, At Ma-
hawan, near Mauttra, the Raiah had
submitted, arnd had been favorably
received; when a quarrel accidentally
breaking out batween the soldiers of the
two parties, the Hindoos were mas-
sacred abd driven into the river, and
the Rajah, conceiving himself betrayed,
destroyed his wife and children, and
then made away with himself. A
Munj, after a desperate resistance,
part of the Rajput garrison rushed out
through the hreaches of the enemy,

whilst the rest dashed themselves to
pieces from the works, or burned
themselves, with their wives and chil-
dren, in the honses; so that not one of
the whole body survived” In Pereia,
Mahmoud seems to have béen even
more remorseless than in India.  “He
invaded Irak, and, ungenerously, if not
perfidiously, seized the person of the
prince who had trusted himself in the
camp before Rei. He then took pos-

sossion of the whole territory, and

having heen opposed at Ispahan and
Cazvin, he punished their resistance by
putting to death some thousands of the
inhabitants of each city.” ¢ Perhapa,
however,” pays Elphinstone, “the most
odinus trait’ of his religious, ware is
given incidentally by a Mahomedan
author, quoted in Price, who states,
that such was the multitude of captives
brought from India, that & purchaser
conld not be found for a slave at four
shillings and sevenpence a head.”
Again i—* Shabab-u-din. was more
gunguinary than Mahwoud, When hie
took Ajmir, he put some thousands of
ghe inhabitants, who opposed him, to
the sword, reserving the rtest for
glavery.” But it is in the history of
such conquerors as Genghis Khan and
Tamerlane that the borrors of these
Mahomedan inroads are most clearly
reveated, T can afford space only for
one more example, taken from Elphin«
atone’s account of the latter, ' He
(‘Tamerlane) then proceeded to Batner,
and massacred the country people who
had taken refuge under the walls. The
place afterwards surrendered on terms;
but, by one of those mistakes which so
constantly accompanied Tamerlane’s
capitulations, the town was burned,
and all the inhabitants put to the
sword. He then marched to Saniana,
where he joined his main hody, having
slaughtered the inhabitants of every
place he passed, From Samana the
towne were deserted, and consequently
there were no more general massacres,
Many prisoners were, however, takeny
and on reaching Delhi, Tamerlane put
to death all of them above fifteen years
of age (to the number, according to
the exaggerated accounts of the Mus-
sulman historiana, of 100,000), . %
Deili surrendered under a solemn pro-
mise of protection, and Tameriane was
publicly proclaimed Emperor cf India.

L
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and desolation behind him, The great cities were de-
populated. The country was without a government,
The empire had been gradually falling to pieces since
the early years of the reign of Mahomed Toghlak, and
when now, after the withdrawal of Tamerlane, an
attempt was made to re-establish imperial power in
Hindostan, it was found that the sceptre of the new
dynasty was waved over only a remnant of the exten-
sive kingdom which had owned the sovercignty of the
princes of Delhi. Everywhere independent monarchies
had risen up, and it was not until a descendant of
Tamerlane—~known to the present generation by one of
the pleasantest autobiographies ever written by sove-
reign or subject, a memoir as instructive as Xenophon’s,
and as amusing as Pepys’,—came from the countries
which had poured forth the teeming multitudes with
which his great ancestor had conquered India, fol-
lowed in his footsteps, and re-conguered Delhi, that
any attempt was made to consolidate these distracted
provinces. Baber found the empire broken up into a
number of small principalities. Rebellion after rebel-
Jion in distant provinces had shorn the throne of Delhi
of its strength, and reduced it almost to a pageant.
In some of the principalities there was a sort of no-
minal dependence, in others there was not even that.
But the successor of Tamerlane, having established
himself in the imperial city, had no thought of halting
there, or of returning to his royal home. He had not
come merely as a congueror and a spoliator. He had

What follows is so constant a con-
comitant of Tamerlane's promises of
protection, that we are at o loss whe-
ther to aseribe it to systematic perfidy,
or to tho habitual ferocity and insub-
ordination of the troops. On this oc-
casion, the most eredible accounts at-
tribute the commencement to the latter
cause. Plunder and violence brought
on resistance; fthis led to a general
~massacie; some streets were rendered

impassable by heaps of dead; and the
gates being forced, the whole Mogul
army gained admittance, and ascene of
horror ensued, easier to be imagined
than described.” — Bruyg's Ferishta.”
‘We fear that the insatiable eruelty of
the Mahomedan congnerors stands re-
corded upon more undeniable authority
than the insatiable benevolence of the
Mahomedan rulers.

QL



|| THE REIGN OF BABER. 25
come to establish a great empire on the banks of the
Hindoo rivers; and he realised, in the fulness of time,
‘the pregnant dreams of his imaginative boyhood.
Baber was sixth in descent from Tamerlane, A
space of time, exceeding a century and a quarter, in-
tervened between the invasion of the latter and the
accession of the former prince.* And again, after the
death of Baber, was the succession inferrupted by the
revolt of a noble of the house of Ghor, who wrested
the sceptre from the hand of the descendant of Tamer-

QL.

lane, and established himself on the throne of Delhi.

Shir Shah reigned mfd& nine years; but his reign was
a lustrous one. Noprince had, up to this time, done so
much for the improvement of the conguered country.
Ho devoted himself, when not actually in the field, to
the better ordering of the civil administration, and the
construction of great public works. He improved both
the fiscal and judicial systems of the empire. And the
native annalists head the list of great works which he
accomplished, with an account of a broad road, which
in those days it took four months to traverse, streteh-
ing from Bengal to the banks of the Indus at Rhotas,
along which noble rows of trees, and wells of good
water at short intervals, shaded and refreshed the tra-
veller; and caravanserais, at every stage, supplied with
food for the poor, and attendants, alike for Mahome-
dan and Hindoo, invited the weary and the hungry to
enter.t

* India, during that interval (from
1399 to 1526), was governed by the
Sayuds and the house of Lodi. It
wag n period of great intestine com-
motion, and little appears to have
heen done for the improvement of the
country.

t 1t ig not; however; to be supposed
that he was the first wonarch who
gave his attention to these things.
“ The roads,” says Elphinstone, * may
have been improved by Shir Shah; but
Ibn Batuta, 200 years before his time,

found the highways shaded by trees,
with resting-houses and wells at regular
intervals along a great part of the coast
of Malabar, then under the Hindus;
and in an inscription lately discovered,
which there is every reason to think is
of the third century before Christ, there
is an ' especial order by the king for
digging wells and planting trees along
the public. highways,” Ibn Batuta,
however, mrkes no mention of the ex-

istence of any such works as these in

Northern India, where the greater part

19651 i
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The revolts which interrupted the reigns of Shir
‘Shah’s suceessors paved the way for the restoration of
the house of Timour. About the middle of the six-
teenth century, the expelled son of Baber recovered a
portion of his lost dominions; but only survived by a
few months his return to the capital after sixteen years
of ignominious exile. An accident deprived him sud-

denly of life ; and history would, in all probability, set

down against him that he had done nothing to earn
the gratitude of posterity, if he had not begotten the
greatest monarch who ever sat on the throne of Hin-
dostan,

Akbar was thirteen years old when he began to
reign, Our English Mary was then lighting up the
fires of Smithfield in honor of the Pope of Rome.
The Portuguese had rounded the Cape of Storms, and
~established themselves in Southern and Western India ;
but the British merchant had not yet begun to freight
his argosies with the rich silks and fine muslins of the
Indian world. India itself was then broken up into
many principalities. The empire of the young king,
on his accession, extended little beyond the government
of the Punjab and the country about Delbi and Agra.
A series of revolutions had destroyed, not only the in-
tegrity of the empire itself, but the regularity of civil
administration and the continuance of social order and
prosperity. But the royal pupil, as he entered on

of his time waa spent, but says, on the a journey of two mnﬁtﬁhs, aloilg the

other hand, that the highweys were
infested by vobbers, According to this
traveller, the SBouth was in a more ad-
vanced state of civilisation, for he says
that theft was unknown in Malabar.
# Should anything fall frot a tree, none
except its proper owner wonld attempt
to touch it.”  ‘This was supposed to be
the result of the extreme severity of the
laws, The account of the great Mala~
bar‘road, alluded to by Elphinstone, is
worth quoting. * We next came into
the country of Malabar, which is the
country of black pepper. Its length is

i ;
i . o
5 5 1 ¥

shore from Sindabur to Kawlam. The
whole of the way by land lies under
the shade of trees, and at tiie distance
of every half mile there is a house made
of wood, in which there are chambers
fisted up for the reception of comers
and goers, whether they be Moslems or
infidels, To eaclt of these there is a
well, out of which they drink, and over
ench is an infidel appointed to give
drink."—[ The Travels of Ibn Batuta,
translated. from the Arabic, by the Rew.
Samuel Lev,]

Q.
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manhood soon hegan to perceive the true character of
the work which then lay before him. Te determined
to restore the integrity of the old empire of Hindostan,
and to place its internal administration upon a secure
and permanent basis, Year by year he extended his
conquests, until the rich country of Bengal lay at his
feet, and Cashmere became a province of the empire.
e again reduced to subjection his hereditary kingdom
beyond the Indus, and then, turning his eyes towards
the southern countries, meditated the conquest of the
Deccan. He was, indeed, continually engaged in war,
up to the time of ].P death ; but in spite of these ex-
ternal distractions, he found time to fix his thoughts,
as his heart was ever fixed, upon schemes of domestic
improvement. He was at once a conqueror and an
administrator. He had no delight in conquest. He
fought when it was necessary fo fight—and he fought
with courage and vigor seldom surpassed. But he
“was happiest when engaged in the work of civil admi-
nistration; and history delights to contemplate him
rather as a philanthropic statesman, whose internal
poliey has placed him in the first rank of the great
kings of all ages and all countries, than as a warrior
whose victories have secured him the applause of more
vulgar and unreflecting mings.

I wish briefly and fairly to state what the Emperor
Akbar did for the improvement of the country and the
people of Hindostan. He improved the system of land-
assessment, or rather he improved wupon the improve-
ments instituted by Shir Shah, He adopted an uni-
form and improved system of land-measurement, and
computed the average value of the land, by dividing it
into three classes, according to the productiveness of
each. This computation being made, one-third of the
average produce was fixed as the amount of tax to be
paid to the state. But as this was ordinarily to be




paid in money, it was necessary to ascertain the value
of the produce, and this was done upon an average of
the nineteen preceding years, according to local cir-
cumstances ; and if the estimate was conceived to be
too high, the tax-payer was privileged to pay the assess.
ment in kind. These settlements were at first made
annually, but afterwards were fixed for a period of ten
years. 'The regulations for the collection of the re-
venue enforced by Akbar, were well caleulated to pre-
{ . vent fraud and oppressiun, and, on the whole, they
| worked well for the benefit of the people; but it has
L been said of them, and with truth, that ¢ they con-
tained no prineiple of progressive improvement, and
held out no hopes to the rural population, by opening
paths by which it might spread into other occupations,
or rise by individual exertions within its own.’*

The judicial regulations of Akbar were liberal and
humane, Justice, on the whole, was fairly adminis- .
tered.  All ummnecessary severity—all cruel personal
punishments, as torture and mutilation, were pro-
hibited, except in peculiar cases, and capital punish-
ments were considerably restricted. 'The police ap-
pears to have been well organised, and subject to
specific instructions, involving perhaps a little more
interference than it was expedient to entrust to such
hands, but, on the whole, not ill suited to the temper
of the people and the character of the government.
His enactments were, on the whole, of a humanising
tendency. He prohibited those trials by ordeal, of
which it is difficult to say whether they are more cruel
or more absurd ; he suppressed the barbarous custom
of condemning to slavery prisoners taken in war; and |
he authoritatively forbade the burning of Hindoo
widows, except with their own free and uninfluenced

_consent. He even interfered in person to suppress the
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horrid rite, when he believed that an wnwilling vietim

was ahout to proceed to the funerval-pile. It is re-

| corded in the Akbar-Nameh, that when the Rajah of

. Joudpore was about to force his son’s widow into this
horrible self-immolation, the Emperor mounted his

horse, rode to the scene of the intended saerifice, and

, prevﬁ,nted its consummation.*

That something of the historical Iustre Whlch sur-

rounds the name of the Emperor Akbar was derived

rather from the personal character of the man than Al
from the great things that he accomplished, is, I |
! | think, not to be dgnied. His actual performances,

when they come fo'be computed, fall short of his re-

putation. But his merits are to be judged not so

much by the standard of what he did, as of what he
N did with the opportunities allowed to him, and under °
el ey the cireumstances by which he was surrounded. Akbar
built up the Mogul Empire, and had little leisure

allowed him to perfect its internal econémy. He was

* Wo mention is mady, by the his-
{orians of his reign, of Akbar’s efforts
to extend the system of canal irrigation
initiated by Keroz Shah. Bat from
tho ediet, discoyered by Lieut. Abbott
some information may be gleaned. It
is thus epitomised by the writer already
quoted, in the Cilentta Repiew ! ** The
indications given of his canal system
are fuint and feeble, und may be con-
densed into few words. A superin-
tendent of eanals was nominated, under
the title of Mir-ab (chief of the waters),
with absolute authority throughout his
jurisdiction. In his bands were vested
the chavge of the works, the distribu-
tion of the water, in short, all executive
revenue amd police details connected
with the canal. The works would ap-
pear to hayve been constructed by forced
labor, since all local officers are en-
joined to furnish laborers, &e., with-
out delay.  To those, however, who
complied with this requisition, water
is promised during the season of culti-

vation, and for the entire year. How

this water was distributed is but faintly
indicated. ‘Che Mir-ab was to deter-
mine the number of cuts necessary for
cach pergunnah, and ina spirit'of equal
justice, he is directed to be ecareful that
all pavties, rich or poor, strang or wealk,
share alike. From other sources of
information, it is supposed that the
amount of water-rent was rated accord-
ing to the time the heads of the cuts,
probably of fixed dimensions, remained

open. . While the necessities of the Ze-

mindars were thus ministered to, the
comfort of travellers was not forgotten
and it is directed, *that on both sides
of' the canal, down to Hissar, trees of
every descnptlon both for shade and
blossom, he plantdd, so ag to make it
like the eanal under the tree in Para-
dise, and that the sweet flavor of the
rare fruits may reach the mouth of
every one; and that from these laxuries
a voice may go forth to travellers calls
ing them to rest in the cities, where
their every want will be supplied.””
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so much in the stirrup, that the:wdnder is his portfolio
sent forth what it did. But he was a man of a large
and plastic mind, and so readily adapted himself to

external circumstances, that the transitions from the

camp to the council-chamber but rarely disquicted
and unhinged him. , .
'The successor of this great and wise king was a
monarch of & very different stamp. - Jehanguire inhe-
rited the vast possessions of his father, but none of his
father’s greatness of soul. There was no clement of

oreatness in his character. He was, indeed, a very Little

man. Inconstant and self-indulgent, easily pleased
with frifles so that there was some stamp of novelty
upon them, he lived a caveless, sensual life; now ex-
cited by wine, now stupified by opium, oblivious of
the responsibilities of his station, and regardless of the
welfare of his people. But he made great progresses to
Cashmere, and the way was made pleasant for him.
His public works were such only as benefited himself,
Avound the elegant licentiousness of the voluptuous

monarch the genius of the poet may throw ahalo of ro-

mance, but all that the historian can say of him i, that
he was a marvellously poor creature and a singularly
bad king.” Tt is true that there was one not unlike him,
who wrote letters from ¢ our palace of Westminster,”
beseeching him to cherish and support our English
traders, by the continuance of his favorable assistance
and protection ; but I am not sure that the character
of Jehanguire will gain much by the admission that
he was not, either as a monarch or a man, worse than
our first James.

The most interesting personage to be met with in
all the annals of Mahomedan India is, doubtless, the
Emperor Akbar; but it was during the reign of his
grandson, Shah Jehan, that the Mogul Empire reached

S8
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its highest state of prosperity.* Old travellers, who
found their way from BEurope to the Empire of the
Great Mogul, spealk with rapture of the paternal
-govemmenﬁ of Shah Jehan, and of the grandenr of
the cities which dotted his vast empirve. It was the
good fortune of this prince to reap the benefit of his
predecessor’s conquests. He was not free irom the
distractions of war, but the wars in which he was
engaged wore for the most part carried on beyond the
limifs of his own dominions, so that they were not
" torn and desolated by the fierce conquests which, both
before and after his vejgn, had rent and convulsed the
provinces of Iﬁndosf,nﬁn If great public works were
ever executed in India under the sway of the Moguls,
| it was whilst Shah Jehan ruled over the country from
the Peacock throne of Delhi. i
Shah Jehan was the cotemporary of out first Charles,
Like that prince, he veigned for more than thirty years,
and was then violently deposed. The Company of
English merchants, who, under the sanction of his
predecessor, had established factories at Surat and on
the coast of Coromandel and Malabar, were struggling
for a precarious existence against their powerful rivals,
the Dutch. It would be difficult to exaggerate the
idea which in those days was entertained by our
countrymen of the power, wealth, and grandeur of the
Gireat Mogul, Far above all kings and emperors, in
the imaginations of men, ranked this mighty Eastern
potentate ; and two centuries later. the name of the
Great Mogul capped, with its traditionary magnifi-
cence, those of all the potentates of the earth, in the
nursery-sports of English children. Nor did the con-
ception owe much to the prodigality of the imagina-

%« Khafi Khan, the best historian & and finances, and the good administra-
of those times, gives his opinion, that tion' of évery department of the stdte,

_ although Akbar was pre-eminent as & 1o prinee ever reigned in India that
conqueror and lawgiver, yet, for the could be compared to S8hah Jehan”— *
order and arrangement of his tervitory ' [Eiphinstone.] ,



INDIA UNDER THE MOGULS,

tion. The prince who covered acres of land with car-
pets of silk and gold, who reaved ahove them stately
pavilions glittering with emeralds and rubies, whose
elephants and horses were lustrous with frappings of
jewels and gold, whose crimson tents stretched out
over long miles of level country, and whose throne the
practised eyes of European lapidaries valued at six
millions of English money, might well be regarded as

the most magniﬁcent sovereion of the earth. But

magnificence 18 not benevolence., Tt must be admitted
that the most lavish of our English viceroys has never
been more than partially sultanised.* Our splendor
is J.t best but tinsel and tawdriness beside the radiant

gnificence of the Mogul Courts. 'We have never
attempted to compete with them in this direction.
Let credit be allowed them for their royal progresses
~—their stately palaces--their gorgeous tombs. The
geniny of our country does not display itself in de-

G

monstrations of this kind. But we have far greater

wonders to show--far grander: spectacles to exhibit.
When we have got millions to spend, we do not lock
them up in peacock-thrones.

Did these royal progresses henefit the people? I
am very certain that they did not. The approach,
‘indeed, of the Mogul camp was something like the
dreaded descent of a great flight of locusts. The in-
habitants of the countly thr ough which the Emperor
progressed shrunk from the contact of the royal tra-
veller. The honor may have been great, bhut the
injury was greater, Even if the personal chayacter of
the monarch himself was such as to cause him to de-
sire the full indemnity of the people, his influence was
not sufficient to secure it. If his benevolence dwlsated

¥ Sir James Mackintosh spoke of any man who ever went out to India,
Lord Wellesley as & % sultanised Go- but at best be was only a very little

vernor-General.”  Lord Wellesley had = % Greas Mogul.”
_as good an idea of vice-regal pomp @8
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 payment to the uttermost pice of every one who sup-
 plied the voyal camp, it may not uncharitably be
doubted whether his satraps were equally serupulous
‘and equally honest. My impression is that the people
paid heavily for the honor of these royal visits. There
is one legend, at least, which favors the idea that the
~ coming of the Great Mogul was looked upon almost

. with as much horror as English people, in these days,

anticipate the approach of the Cholera. The Emperor
had constructed a sort of regal hunting-box, at a place

called, in his honor, Badshah-mehal. The waters of
the Doab canal ran past,it, and supplied its sporting

fountains and its matble baths. Thither went Shah
Jehan, with his courtiers and his servants, his wives
and his concubines. Brief, however, was their rusti-
cation. From this pleasant retreat the Court, as tra-
dlition asserts, was soon scarved away in fluttering con-
fusion, At the foot of the hills, that disfiguring dis-
ease sowell known among Alpine residents, the goitre,
happened to be very common. There were some clever
people in the meighbourhood of Badshah-mehal, who
turned it to good account. Assembling a number of
women so afflicted, they sent them into fhe Zenana
with supplies. At the sight of the unseemly facial
appendages with which these poor women were deco-
rated, the ladies of the Court, filled with horror and
pity, eagerly asked what had produced such cruel de-
formities. = Well-instructed beforehand, the women
answered, that the air and water of the place had
caused these ailments—that no one ever escaped the
affliction who resided long in these parts—and that
the ladies would soon discover this unhappy truth for
themselves. Such alarming intelligence as this burst
like & loaded shell among the inmates of the Zenana.

They scon appealed to the Emperor. Would he leave:

them in such a pestiferous country, to be so afflicted
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and disfigured ?  Their entreaties arve said to have
: prevailed. He sent them away from Badshah-mehal,
o spent a week or two in the surrounding forests, en-
1 joying the pleasures of the chase, and then followed
’ the ladies into a part of the country more favorable
to the retention of their charms.* He never made
his appearance in so dangerous a locality again.
Whether, affer this mischance, the waters of the
canal continued to flow in the direction of the regal
hunting-box, does mnot very clearly appear. 'The
ground upon which we here tread is rough wifh con-
troversial asperities. They who, desiring to produce
strong contrasts unfavorable to the British-Indian Go-
vernment, greatly extol and exaggerate the beneficence
of . the Mogul Emperors, are ever pointing to the re-
: mains of the great aqueducts and reservoirs, which the
! traveller in India stumbles upon and pauses over;
whilst another party, perhaps, with equal want of
candor, declaves that the Mogul princes were nothing
better than selfish tyrants, and that all the roads
which were made, all the trees that were planted, all
the wells that were dug, all the caravanserais that
were erected, and all the canals that were excavated
by thiem, owed their origin to nothing more ennobling
than a desire to render their journeys more agreeable
and their residences more habitable to their Imperial
 Majesties themselves. In all probability, the truth is
to be found midway between these two extremes. To
a certain extent, both parties arve right. The Mogul
Emperors may not have heen wholly unmindful of the
interests of their subjects. . They were never unmind-
ful of their own. Fortunately for the former, the
claims of the two were not wholly antagonistic, It
« *T bave borrowed this story from never met with it clsewhere; and itis ¢
the article on “ Canals of Trrigation probable’ that the ingenious and ex-

“ in the North-West Provinces,” in the perievced writer derived it from local
C'{zlgu!ta Beview, No. XXHI. I bave tradition. : .



the Emperor had shut. hlmgeli up in a single palace it
is possible that the fine causeways and the noble aque-
ducts, over fhe remoins of which we now shed our
&rchwolugmal tears, would not exist to agitate the
sources of our regret. But as the Gireat Mogul was,
by nature, of the peripatetic class—as he delighted in

change of seene and change of residence--it was ne- '
. cessary that there should be roads over which to move

the material mass of his leviathan camp, and it was
"desirable that the sultriness of his regal haltin g-places
~ should be mitigated by baths and fomatdma supplied
with a Lonqta;nt flow of (the refreshing element. The
roads were made, and they benefited the people. The
canalsy were dug, and they henefited the people. But
when the Emperor ordered the construction of a road,
‘or the excavation of a canal, and determined the di-
rection which either should take, it may be doubted
whether the line that was taken was always that which
most promoted the internal traffic or the agricultural
irrigation. of the country. The personal convenience
of the Emperor hirself was of more account than the
happinws and prosperity of the people. But the hap.
piness and prosperity of the people were not wholly
forgotten. The Mogul Emperors somewhat veversed the
sentiment contained in Barlow’s initiatory minute on
the Regulations of 1798.%  ““It is a source of pleasing
reflection,”” they thought, *toknow that in proportion
as we contribute to the happiness of ourselves and the
prosperity of the Court, the nearer we approach to
these objects”-—i. e., the welfare of the people. The
¢ principal object” nf the Mogul Government was
certainly not the happiness of the govemed

. That 8hah Jehan did mueh which in effect pro-
moted the prosperity of the country, is not to be de-
med. He was aided by the g1eafest executive officer

* Seo ante, page 2,
D 2

cnmmmn oF MAHOMFDA‘I BE‘TEFICLNCE 85

«r,



36

INDIA UNDER THE MOGUIS,

who ever served a Mogul prince. Ali Murdan Khan,
an architect and engineer, who would have been congpi-
cuous in any age in any country, was at the Emperor’s
right hand. The Delhi canal was his work.* The
Eastern Jumna, or Doab canal, is also said to be his

work.

The former appears to have been more or less

in operation up to the year 1758. The efficacy of

the latter was more short-lived.

Indeed, it has been

questioned whether it very long survived the panic of
the Court ladies at the sight of the disfigured throats
of the poor women who entered the Zenana with their

* T give the following acconnt of the

direction it took, and the eountries it
traversed, from an article, already
quoted in the Calewita Review, by the
best | historiographer of our Indian
canals: '

AL Muordan Khan's first line ported
from Feroze's canal st a place called
Mudlonda, and pursuing a southerly
course to Kovang, it there entered an
extensive natural hollow, the head of &
great drainage lie, and following that,
in a highly embanlked channel, as far as
Gohana, it turned thence to the south-
east by Intoula, and, nearly on the ex-
isting line, entered Delhi,  On the first
opening of the new canal; it was found
that the embankments near Gohana
were inadequate.  The water, entering
the great hollow thers, found no effis
cient ling of escape: it gradually rose
over, and ultimately burst, the banks,
and committing fearful devastation, de-
stroyed the town of Lalpur. the extens
sive ruins of which are still to be seen
in a hollow near Rohtuk. The ineffi-
ciency of the line having been thus
fatally demonstrated, an entirely new
channel was excavated from Rehr to
Intoula, traversing the anticlinal ridge,
or natural water-shed of the country,
until it reached the vicinity of Bowana.
Between this point and the city of
Delhi, very low land intervenes ; and
to carry the canal successfully across
this hollow muech caution and skill
were required,  To give command over
the supply, an esecape or outlet was
eonstructed at the upper extremity of
the line of embankment, by opening
which the surface-level of the canal
could be greatly reduced. 'Over the
lowest part of the hollow the canal was
carried by a masonry aqueduct, be-

nenth which the drainage-water of the
country found escape. Cleiring the
low land, the canal wound for some
distance aloug the base of the Aravulli
hills, and, at a favorable point, boldly
erossed this ridge by a channel cuf
through the solid roeck, no less than
sixty feet deep at the crest, It then
flowed through the city in a masonry
bed, throwing off to the right and left
innumerable minor streams, by which
the residences of the nobles, and the
various divisions of the city, were
abundantly supplied. Throughout the
great hally, and courts, and private
aparbments of the imperial palace, the
plentiful stream was carried in nu-
merons channelg, both above ground
and below, supplying the graceful fonn-
tains, filling the marble baths, watering
the rich fruits and flowers of the ad-
doining gardens, and adorning, throngh-
out itg entire extent, that truly regal
abode in a manner worthy of the mag-
nificent taste of its great architect,

“ Phe success of ALl Murdan Khan's
labors was complete, The immense
number of old water-courses along the
whole line of the Delhi canal show to
how great an extent the agriculture of
the country henetited by its existence.
Traditions of incredible amounts of
revenue having been realised from vil-
lages on its banks still linger among the
people there; and a preverbialism, cur-
rent at Delhi, intimates that the clear
returns from the ecanal were sufficient
{or the maintenance of 12,000 horsemen.
The permanent establishment, main-
tained for purposes of police and repair,
consisted of numerous bildars (diggers),
1000 armed peons, and 500 horse, sta-
tioned, under their officers, at points
three or four miles apart.”
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AURUNGZEBE,

sjﬁpp]iés'. , But if the goitre had not destmyed it

it was evident that the seeds of decay had been sown
. in that vast empirve. Aurungzebe was a prince of

to him to enjoy the blessings of repose, and to turn its |

_there were engineering difficulties of too formidable a

character to be surmounted even by Ali Murdan

Khan; and though an attempt was made long after-
- wards to re-open it, it seems wholly to have failed.*

~ The reign of Shah Jehan may be regarded as the
golden age of Mogul rule. Soon after his deposition,

greater energy of character; but it was not permitted
opportunities to the ad v'({ntage of the people. His reign.
was o long and troublous one. He lived in an atmo-
sphere of strife, And what were the effects of these
civil wars may he gathered from the letters of our own

people. Industry was paralysed ; trade was at a stand-
still,  People buried their money in the ground: ¢ It
‘does not a little trouble us,” wrote one of the Company’s

chief servants, ¢ to pay nine per cent. interest for what
money we shall be forced to take up for your account
towards providing of goods for the next year, and at
that rate little to be had, every one rather burying

/¥ The following account of the East-

palace at Ranup, fell into .ihe river
ern Jumna, or Doab canal, is from the

nem;?r opposite the eity of Delhi. . ... .
he great difficulties at*the head of

same source as the preceding note ; hy

#In 'common with the Delhi branch,
the construction of this canal is ordi-
harily attribnted to Ali Murdan Khan.
Its head was established immediately
under the sab-Himalayan, or Sowalilk
hills; possession having been taken of
an old bed of the river, bearing at this
day the name of the ‘ Budha Jumna!
Passing by the hunting-palace of Shah
Jehan, called Badshah-mehal, it entered
the bed of the Raipur-nala, and, carried
thence in an excavated chanoel across
the Intunwala and Nowgong mountain
torrents, it was thrown into a low
ravine near the town of Behut, which
it followed until it reached tize head of
the Muskurra river, near the village of
Kulsia,  Entering there upon the high
land, the canal was carried Ynst Sahiu-
tunpur, Rampur, Jellalabad, Shamli,
and other  large towns, until it de-
scended again into the valley of the
Jumna, and, passing another imperial

the canal were donbtless beyond the
skill of the Mogul engineers: and, as
there are no signs of irrigdation in the
southern. part, and no masonry works
of any kind, it may be concluded that,
after the first opening, which is said to
have been followed by great injurivs to
the towns of Behut and Saharunpur,
the attempt to maintain the supply was
abandoned,

“ About 1780, Zabita Khan, Rohilla,
is said to have re-opened the channel,
and to have brought a stream of water,

“through the bed of the Kirsunni river,

to the site of the great city projected
by him in the neighbourhood of Jella-
labad, Thana Bhown, and Lohari, in
the district of Muznffernnggur. But
his canal conld have been open only for
a few months; and with the first ram-
floods, it was doubtless seen that the
dificulties were tpo formidable to Le
overcome.”

G,
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their money than adventuring to trust it out in this
time of war.”’* And with good reason, too, was the
ireasure buried deep in the ground, for another of the
old Company’s servants writes, about the same time,
that * upon any oceasion of war the king will either
have the purses, or else purse and head.”t = Nothing
was more dangerous, in those days, than to be the pos-
sessor of a little available coin. The Mogul princes
opened their loans at the edge of the scimetar,

In the eyes of the general body of Mahomedans,
Aurungzebe stands upon a higher pivnacle of reputa-
tion than any one of his predecessors. He was the -
most magnificent of potentates, and the most arbitrary
of despots. He was every inch a king, according to
the Mussulman standard of consummate royalty. No
man was more prodigal of money, or more prodigal of
life. The gorgeousness of his Court, and the unscrupu-
lousness of his acts, reached a height that had not been
attained during the veign of his predecessors, By this
time European infercourse with the countries of the
Fast had greatly increased; and we have, therefore,
more vivid and more faithful pictures of the splendor of .
Aurungzebe’s Court, and more detailed accounts of the
general state of the empire during his reign, than the
Mahomedan historians have handed down to us. And
it must be acknowledged that no traveller, before or
since, has dazzled the world with such a glitter of
words, signifying gorgeous realities, as the pleasant
French physiciang who accompanied the royal camp
from Delhi to Cashmere, and has told us in rapturous
language, of the stately spectacle of Rowshera Begum,
on her Pegue elephant, ¢glittering with gold and
azure, followed by five or six other elephants almost as
stately as her own,” and ““a troop of Tartarian and

* Nathaniel Wyche to the Company; I t Henry Eevingtor. and others to the

| ﬁhﬁ' 14, 1658-69. India House Records. | Company, 1659. Tadwy House Records.
S. oA
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DISREGARD OF THE mor'm; AL

., G&ﬂhmenan mmds of honor around her person, all fan-
. tastically dressed.”

But the only question to be conmdered is, Wha‘c'

effect had all this upon the happiness of the people ?
It is certain that regal magnificence is no test of
" national prosperity. The wealth which was lavished

upon all the sumptuous palaces and the panoramic

(eamps of those restless Emperors, must have been

primarily extracted from the people. How the im-

| perial coffers were filled it is not difficult to conjecture.
Some of the early Mogul conquerors enriched them-

| selves by a series of sfupendous burglarvies, If we

. could trace the career of any particular emeraid or ruby

from the days of Mahmoud of Ghuznee to those of Shah
Jehan, there are few who would not rather think of
the costly jewel in the blaze of the peacock’s tail, than
in the deep obscurity of the bowels of a hideous idol.
But we have no means, amidst so many broken dynastic
chains, of establishing any imperial succession of this
kind; and we might fairly assume, even if we had
1o positive evidence to rest upon, that, directly or in-
directly, the people paid the price of all the gorgeous
magnificence which rendered the Court of the Great
Mogul a type of regal spluulor throughout the whole
of the civilised world. It is stated that the progresses
of Shah Jehan had no perceptible effect upon his cof-
fers—that all his vast undertakings, indeed, were ma-
naged with so much economy that he left an overflow-
ing freasury, and a jewel-house groaning with wealth.*
We may gather from this significant fact some idea of
what it was that caused the people to regard with un-
- mingled horror the approach of the Mogul Court. It
would be curious to ascertain What was the amount of
* Blphinstone, * Bernier computes the “he is not likely 1o exoggerate, for
amoutt ot something under ¢ ﬂunnuul he makes Shah  Jehan's revenue

of our money, Khafi Khan at24,000,000%, 28,000,000/, whilst it is generally
y a.nd " says the historian, in a not(, reckoned to have been 32,000,0008."
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forced labor extracted from the people, and to what
. extent they were paid for their supplies, It is easy to
“ manage vast undertakings with economy,” if little or
_rmt,]:nmr is to be paid for work or materials, And I
8 hardly “think that with such data before us—as costly ex-
peditions undertaken at little cost, and the popular dread
of the Emperor's approach—it is very unfair to assume
that the rights of the people, inhabiting the country
through which the despot dragged the cumhbrous length
of his gorgeous camp, were very slenderly regarded
either by the sovereign himself, or the officers who at-
tended his Court.*

That the Mogul Emperors left behind them some mag-
nificent works, rests not merely on the authority of the
Mahomedan h‘iStoriaus. There are many picturesque
evidences of the fact still patent to the senses of all who
journey through the provinces of Hindostan. But only
a small portion of these works ever conferred any sub-
stantial benefit on the people, and a still smaller portion
were intended, primarily, to promote their happiness.
If they did, it was more by accident than by design,
Many of the works of which traces are still to be seen,
were in active operation for any one’s benefit but for
an exttemely short space of time. Many of them had
served their purpose when a particular king ceased to
migrate in a particular direction.  There is nothing more
remarkable, indeed, in this florid picture of Mahomedan
beneficence, than the fact that there is nothing of a sus-
tained character about it. The beneficence of the Mogul
Emperors was personal and accidental, It was never the
growth of any fixed principle inherent in the Govern-
ment, and, as such, handed down from one represuntative
of monarehical power to another; but was dependent
ntirely on individual character, which was often only

. * 1t is evident from Akbar’s Canal in his time, were excavated by forced
Act, quoted ante, page 29, that canals, labor



