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IN THE HOPE THAT THIS BOOK MAY LIVE,

I DEDICATE IT
TO THE MEMORY 01' M Y B RO TH ER-IN -LAW ,

OR THE CORPS OR GUIDES,

ONE OR THE FIRST OF THE MANY GALLANT MEN WHO GAVE TH EIR 
LIVES FOR TH EIR COUNTRY ON THE RIDGE BEFORE DEH LI.

THE WORDS W H ICH  HE UTTERED,
W H EN , ON THE 9th JUNE, 1857, HE RECEIVED THE WOUND W HICH 

HE KNEW TO BE MORTAL,
DULCE ET DECORUM EST PRO PATRIA MORI,

WERE CHERISHED
AS A  MOST PRECIOUS INHERITANCE BY HIS BROTHER,

WHO, ENTERING THE SERVICE AFTER H IS DEATH,
WAS APPOINTED TO THE SAME REGIMENT, THE CORPS 0.F GUIDES,

AND BY UNFLINCHING GALLANTRY AND DEVOTION 
WON FROM THE STERN FRONTIER MEN WHO COMPOSED IT THE 

ESTEEM AND AFFECTION 
W H ICH  THEY HAD BORNE TO QUINTIN.

FOLLOWING THROUGHOUT HIS NOBLE LIFE 
IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF HIS BROTHER,

HE EMULATED HIM  IN  THE MANNER OF H IS DEATH,
* POE EE  TOO DIED LEADING THE GUIDES IN  A  GALLANT CHARGE 

AGAINST THE ENEMIES OF ENGLAND,
AT FATHABAD, NEAR JALLALABAD, THE 2ND A P R IL , 1879.

SIM ILAR AS WAS TH EIR L IF E ,
SIM ILAR AS WAS TH E IR  DEATH,

I WOULD NOT SEPARATE IN  THIS DEDICATION 
THE TWO GALLANT BROTHERS.

PAR NOBILE FRATRUM.

9
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P R E F A C E
TO THE SECOND EDITION.

F iv e  weeks after the appearance of this volume I 
am called upon to prepare a second edition.

It lias been a matter of no small gratification to 
me that the critics have almost universally recog
nised the earnest desire by which I have been 
influenced to search out the truth and to record it 
alike without favour and without fear.

The only serious adverse criticism which has been 
directed against the book is that which refers to 
my estimate of the character of Hodson. It is, I 
am sure, unnecessary for me to state that I had no 
personal feeling against that daring soldier. On 
the contrary, when I  knew him at Subathu in 1846, 
a year after he had entered the service, he impressed 
me as a man born to command. I had then for 
him but one feeling, that of admiration. I never 
met him afterwards.

But, when a man undertakes to write history, he 
must, if he be honest, suppress his private feelings
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towards individuals. He must deal with them as 
they proved themselves to be. I have endeavoured 
to act in this manner with respect to Hodson; 
and if my remarks upon him are severe, they are,
I  maintain with regret, justified by his action.

The critics who have taken up this question ad
versely to my view have especially blamed me for 
imputing a love of blood-shedding to Hodson. 1 
shall now endeavour to prove that they were 
wrong and that I was right.

Leaving out of consideration, for the moment, the 
case of the three princes, I take that of the king.
That the King of Dehli was not actively implicated 
in the atrocities committed in the palace, that, a 
feeble old man, he was merely a passive instrument, 
not possessing the power to resist, in the hands of 
others, was shown conclusively at his trial. It was 
known before his trial. It was believed even whilst 
the siege was progressing. On this point we have 
the evidence of Hodson himself. Before the capture 
of Dehli he wrote: “ He ”  (the king) “ is old and . 
well nigh impotent, and is only used as an authority 
for all the acts of rebellion and barbarity committed 
by his sons.” W ould it have been possible for 
Hodson to record with greater clearness his opinion 
that the king was helpless and irresponsible 

merely a lay figure ?
Y et what were the feelings of Hodson regarding 

this helpless old man? On the 30th August he wrote:
“  I f  I  get into the palace the House of Taiinur



will not be worth five minutes’ purchase, I ween.” 
It may he said by his apologists that this remark 
applied not to the king individually, but to other 
members of his family. But what of the following, 
written four days after the capture of the king : “  I 
would much rather have brought him into Dehli 
dead than living ” ? I f  this is not an expression of 
regret that the orders he had received alone pre
vented him from shedding the blood of the helpless, 
unarmed, king— of the. man “ old and well nigh 
impotent ”— the man who, not initiating slaughter, 
was “ only used as an authority ” for the acts of 
others,— if it is not this, then language has no 
meaning. Hodson had recorded his acquittal of 
the king of active participation in the revolt; he 
knew that he was old, helpless, feeble in mind as 
well as in body; and yet he regretted that he had 
not been allowed to shed his blood !

This was no evanescent feeling. It was not a 
mere expression escaping a man before it had been 
well considered. It was a deliberate opinion, it  
can be discerned in many of Hudson's letters. 
More than four months afterwards (12th February 
1858) he records his indignation that it should be 
supposed that he, of his own free action, had spared 
the k in g: “  I see that many people suppose that 
I  had promised the old king his life after he was 
caught. Pray contradict this.”

It will thus be observed that not in the excite
ment of capture, not when there was before his

PKEfACE TO THE SECOND EDITION. v i e
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eyes the prospect o f the danger which might be 
caused by the escape of the king, but after the 
king had been captured, when he had ceased to 
he dangerous or even formidable, Hodson regretted 
that his hand had not slain the deposed monarch.

I think I have written enough to justify the 
opinion I have recorded of Hodson, and which 
remains unaltered in this edition. I may add 
that this opinion is shared not only by some of the 
most prominent of the men who fought before 
Dehli and in other parts of India in 1 8 5 7 -5 8 , but by  
men who have occupied very high positions in India, 
who were cognizant ot all the facts of the case, 
who knew Hodson intimately, and whose names 
carry weight with them on all matters connected 

with our Eastern empire.
I  have made but few important changes in this 

volume. A t page 35 I  have rendered justice to 
Captain Baynes, 8th Foot, whose name was omitted, 
owing to a careless misapprehension, in the first 
edition: at page 128 1  have rectified a mistake which 
had crept in regarding the junction of the Pearl 
brigade with that of the Shannon a junction 
which never took place: at page 183 I have added 
five words ( “  no other officer accompanied them ” ) 
which will leave no doubt as to the validity of the 
claim I have there preferred in behalf of Lieutenant 
Colonel Ewart and of Lieutenant Cooper; at 
page 420 I have supplied an omission regarding 
the gallantry displayed by Mr. Mayo, I .N . ;  at

, A
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page 440 I have given in somewhat greater detail 
the account of the operations in the Sambalpur 
district; and at page 498 I have placed more pro
minently on record the fact that the undertaking of 
the Rohilkhand campaign in the hot - weather 
months o f 1858 was due entirely to the wise insis
tence of Lord Canning.

One word more. Objection has been taken to 
the statement made in the first volume, page 168, 
attributing to the late Sir James Outram a large 
credit for the plan actually followed in the relief 
of Lakhnao. It has even been asserted that the 
plan carried out by Sir Colin Campbell differed, in 
all respects save one, from. that, proposed by Out
ram. I do not think it can be denied, however, 
that the plan forwarded to Sir Colin by Outram by  
the hands of Mr. Ivavanagh— a plan based on the 
very accurate map of Lakhnao drawn by Captain 
Moorsom— formed the basis on which Sir Colin acted.
Sir Colin himself professed to have deviated from  
that plan in one particular only— the particular 
stated at page 168 o f this edition. The question, 
then, resolves itself into this. Outram, anxious 
to assist Sir Colin, sent him most valuable in
formation at the imminent risk of a brave man’s 
life, and Sir Colin, exercising his discretion as to 
the extent to which he should avail himself of it, 
used it largely though not blindly: that is, he 
did not rigidly adhere to every one o f its details.
Outram’s plan will be found in Appendix (D ). I
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have ascertained that it was designed by him self 
alone.

A t  page 3 6 4  I  have indicated in somewhat 
greater detail than in the first edition, the influence 
exercised by Lord Napier o f Magdala— then B ri

gadier Napier and Chief Engineer— in the prepara

tion o f the plan o f  the siege o f Lakhnao. N ot  
only was Brigadier Napier, as stated in the text, 
the guest of Sir Colin Campbell at K&nhpur, there 
constantly consulted by him, but he accompanied 
Sir Colin from that place to Lakhnao. I t  was Bri

gadier Napier who recommended that the attack 
should take place on the east side o f the eity, a 
recommendation which was adopted. O n this point 
I  beg to refer the reader to the C h ief Engineer’s 
report, dated 31st March 1858, republished in 
Volum e X . o f  Professional Papers o f the Corps o f 
Royal Engineers.

G. B. M.
27, West Cromwell Road,

1st October 1879.
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P R E F A C E .

I n the preface to my last volume I  expressed my 
intention, of publishing the volume which, should 
conclude the history of the Indian Mutiny in the 
early part of the current year.

But after writing the six hundred pages which 
form the volume I  now offer to the public, I  found 
that the stirring events in the W estern Presi
dency, including a review of the administration 
of Lord Elphinstone ; the occurrences in southern 
and central India, and in Bandalkhand, including 
the campaigns of Sir H ugh Rose, of Sir Robert 
Napier, and of W h itlo c k ; and the campaign 
which terminated in the pacification of Oudh, had 
still to be recorded. I  had, too, to write a review 
of the policy inaugurated by Lord Canning in the 
later phases of the revolt.

Compelled, as I  have been, to confine to the 
smallest space the notice of events not germane 
to the main threads of the story, and conscious

' G°i^N
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that even with the greatest possible compression 
the history of the mutiny up to the point it has 
reached in the present volume had occupied nearly 
six hundred pages, I  felt that were I  to condense 
in the same volume the occurrences still remaining 
to be told, either I  should be forced to write them  
on a scale much smaller than that which their 
intrinsic importance demanded; or, the volume 
would attain an exceptional bulk, extremely in
convenient to the reader.

Under these circumstances I  could not hesitate.
I  decided to publish the second volume at once.

The division which by these means is produced 
seems in other respects to be convenient. W hilst  
the present volume deals with the storming of 

y  D ohli; with Sir Colin Campbell’s campaigns of 
1857 in Oudb, and of 1858 up to the end of M ay  
of that year in Oudh and Rohilkhand; with the 
movements of the several columns and detach
ments in north-western India, in the Azamgarh  
district, in Bihar, in eastern Bengal, and on the 
south-western frontier; whilst, in fact, it deals 
generally with the Bengal Presidency and R aj- 
pdtdna, the volume which is to follow, and which 
I  hope to offer to the public in the first month 
of the coming year, will narrate the occurrences 
in the sister presidencies, in Haidarabad, and in 
central India. I  propose, too, to devote one 
chapter of that volume to a comprehensive review 
of Lord Canning’s later policy; and another to a
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consideration of the action of the civil officers in 
many of the districts ’which came, more or less, 
under the influence of the great wave of the 
revolt.

In the present volume I  have endeavoured to  
render justice not less to the generals entrusted 
with the suppression of the mutiny than to those 
officers of less exalted rank whose splendid exer
tions enabled the generals to conquer. In the 
instances in which the conduct of a general has 
seemed to me to be open to criticism I  have 
endeavoured to state the case with fairness and 
impartiality. There is not a published official 
document, there is not a document, relating to the 
events I  have recorded, to which it was possible 
for me to have access, which. I have not carefully 
read and noted.

W hilst expressing my acknowledgments to 
those who have, in this way, rendered me invalu
able aid ; to others who have placed at my disposal 
journals and letters written at the time, it is fit 
that I  should admit the special obligation under 
which I  lie to the writer of an article on Lord 
Clyde’s Indian Campaign which appeared in 
Blackwood’s Magazine for October 1858. I f  the 
author of that article, who, I  understand, is Major- 
General Sir Archibald Alison, C .B ., had con
tinued his story in the same graphic and nervous 
style, and with the same attention to correct 
detail which characterises the article to which I

PREFACE. ix
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refer, this history w ould never have been w ritten.

H aving' traversed the same grou n d in B lu e-books  
and private docum ents, I  have show n m y  opinion  

o f that w riter’s historical pow er and im partiality  

by the copious extracts I  have m ade fro m  his 
article, and I  am  desirous to place here upon 

record m y adm iration o f its  vigour, its truth , 
and its vivid reality.

I  am  anxious, before I  conclude, to  acknow ledge  
the generous reception which the first volum e of 

this w ork has m et with in this country, in the 
colonies, and in A m erica. I t  w as not possible, 

w ritin g  of even ts, m any actors in which survive, 

and to  som e of whom  a record o f their perform 

ances cannot be palatable, th at I  should absolutely  
escape hostile criticism . B u t the bu lk  o f opinion  

in E n glan d , in A ustralia , and in A m erica  has 
been sufficiently out-spoken to  encourage m e to  

believe that with th e course o f tim e the h istory I  

have w ritten of the occurrences o f a very  m em o

rable period will m eet with universal acceptance.

G. B . M A L L E 8 0 H .

27, West Cromwell Hoad,
9th August 1879.
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GLOSSARY OF PROPER NAMES.

The mode of spelling now adopted. The old mode of spelling

A g r a ................................................Agra.
A jm f r ................................................Ajrair.
A la m b & g h ...................................... Ahimbagh.
A l i g a r h .......................................Aligurh.
A lla h a b a d ...................................... Allahabad.
A r a h ................................................Arrah.
Azamgarh . . . . .  Azimgurh.
B a k s a r ...................................... Bnxar.
B alam garh ...................................... Ballnmgorh.
Balondshahr . . . .  Bohmdshuhr.
B a n a r a s ...................................... Benares.
Bandalkhand . . . .  Bnndelkhund.
B a n n i................................................Bunnee.
B arham piir...................................... Berhainpore.
Bhagalpdr . . . . .  Bhagulpore.
B h u t i i n ......................................Bhootan.
B i M r ................................................Behar.
B i l u e h i ...................................... Beloochee.
C h a i b a a a ...................................... Cheybassa.
C h a t g a o n ...........................................Chittagong.
C h a t t r a ...................................... Chuttra.
Chutid Nagpur . . . .  Chota Nagporo
D ak lia ................................................Dacca.
D a n i i p t i r ...................................... Dinapore.
D a r j i l i n g ......................................Darjeeling.
Dehlf, or Dihll : Delhi.
Dilkusha . . . '  . Diikoosha.
F a i z d b d d ...................................... Fyzabad.
Farrakh&bdd . . . .  Fnrruekabad.
Fathgarh . . . . .  Futtehgurh.
F a t h p u r ...........................................Futtehpore.
F i r o z p u r ......................................Ferozjpore.
G a n d a k ...................................... Gunduck.
G h d g l i r . i ...................................... Gogra.
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Tho mode of spelling now adopted. The old mode of spelling.

G h a z i p i i r ......................................Ghasipore.
Gorakhpfir . . . . .  Gorruckpore.
G u m t i.................................................. Goomtie.
G w a l i a r ............................................. Gwalior.
I m a r n b a n i .........................................Emambarah.
Itawa . . . . . .  Etawah.
JagdispCir . . . . .  Jugdispore.
Jaipbr . . . . . .  Jeypore.
J a jb a r ..................................................Jujjlrar.
J a l p a i g o r i ........................................J ulpigori.
Jam na..................................... .........  Jumna.
Janpur . . . . . Jauupore.
J o d h p u r ........................................ Jodhpore.
K d ilp i ..................................... .........  Calpee.
K a u h p d r ........................................Cawnpore.
Kauiij . . . • • Canouj.
K a t a k .................................................. Cuttack.
K u s i ..................................................Koosi.
L a k b n a o ........................................ Lxieknow.
M a i n p u r i ........................................ Mynporie.
M a n g h i r ......................................Monghyr.
Mathura . . . . .  Muttra.
M u l t a n ........................................ Mooli,an,
Naddi . . . . . .  Nuddee.
N a s fr a b & d ........................................ Nusseerabad.
N f n x a c h ........................................ Neenxuch.
N i p a l ..................................................Nepaul.
O r i s j i .................................................. Oristsa.
P u n j a b ........................................ Punjaub.
P a t n a ..................................................Patna.
P u r n i a ........................................ Purnea. v
Raj put. a n a ........................................ Rajpoot, ana.
Rohilkhaud . . . . .  Rohilkliund.
R u r k i ..................................................Roorkee.
S i lh a t ..................................................Sylhet.
S6n .................................................. Soane.
T irhxit.......................................................Tirhoot.
Tfsta .................................................. Teesta.
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INDIAN MUTINY OF 1857.

BOOK X.

C H A P T E R  I.

I  take up the history of the siege of Dehli from Boo* x 
the 1st September. Nicholson’s great victory at Cliai>tei' '• 
Najafgarh, gained the 25th August, had not g*8̂  
only forced the enemy within their defences, but Tho X<je 'at 
had ensured the safety of the siege-train then in Dehl‘> 
progress from Firozpur. From  that moment, 
then, preparations were set on foot for carrying 
out active operations for the capture of the 
place.

It  was not, indeed, without much misgiving 
that the commander of the besieging army, Major- 
General Archdale Wilson, had given his consent 
to the carrying out of a measure the success of 
which, he considered, would depend on accident.*
In an elaborate letter, addressed on the 20th of

*  His own words were: “  It tions will be thrown on the 
is evident, to me that the re- hazard of a die.”  
salts o f the proposed opera-

II. 1
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2 GENERAL WILSON’S DOUBTS.

ciiaî  r'i -^ug us<; the chief engineer, M ajor Baird Smith,
—  General W ilson , dwelling with considerable em-

Soji?'i. phasis on the difficulties that had attended the
Doubts and progress of the siege— on the fact that he and
norai Wilson. army had in reality occupied the position of a 

besieged force— had announced his intention of 
commencing offensive operations against the city 
on the arrival of the siege-train from  Elrozpur, 
though with no “ hope of being able to take the 
place until supported by the force from below.”
H e  concluded his letter— the contents of which 
he intended to send to the Governor-General as a 
justification of his conduct— with a request that 
M ajor Baird Smith would favour him with such 
remarks and emendations as his experience as 
Chief Engineer might suggest.*

* The entire letter, a pern- ammunition in  the Upper 
sal o f which will make clear Provinces at their disposal, 
the position before Debit at besides some sixty pieces o f 
the date on which it was field artillery, all of om Own 
written (20th August 1857), manufacture, and manned by 
runs as fo llow s: “  A  letter artillerymen drilled anil 
has been received from the taught’ by ourselves; that 
(jovernor-Greneral urging our the Port itself has been made 
immediately taking Dehli,and so strong by perfect flanking 
he seems angry that it was defences erected by our own 
not done long ago. I  wish to engineers, and a glacis which 
explain to him the true state prevents our guns breaking 
o f affairs: that Dehlf is seven the walls lower than eight 
miles in circumference, filled feet from the top, without 
with an immense fanatical the labour of a regular siege 1
Musalman population, garri- and sap— for which the force 
soned by full 4*0,000 soldiers and artillery sent against it I
armed and disciplined by has been quite inadequate • 
ourselves, with 114 pieces o f that an attempt to blow in 
heavy artillery mounted on the gates and escalade the 
the walls, with the largest walls was twice contemplated, 
magazine o f shot, shell, and but that it was considered,
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W h o  and -what sort o f a m an was he to whom J « iK x;Chapter I
the com m ander of the besieging arm y, at this —

Sept. t.
from  the state o f preparation to the walls o f  the town, have 
against such attack on the such cover for their attacks 
part o f the rebels, such an that it has been very difficult 
attempt would inevitably to repel them, and at the 
have failed, and have caused same time to inflict such a 
the most irreparable disaster loss as would deter a repeti- 
to  our cause ; and that, even tion o f them. They have 
i f  we had succeeded in frequently been driven hack 
forcing our way into the with loss, but they imine- 
place, the small force dis- diately take refuge under the 
posable for the attack would grape fire o f  their heavy guns 
have been most certainly lost on. the city walls, and, on our 
in the numerous streets o f  so retirement, reoccupied their 
large a city, and have been form er positions; every such 
cut to pieces. I t  was, there- attack upon them has entailed 
fore, considered advisable to a heavy loss upon our troops, 
confine our efforts to holding which we can ill spare, and 
the position we now occupy, has done ns little good. I  
which is naturally strong, shall he reinforced by  a siege- 
and has been daily rendered train from  Firozpfir by  the 
more so by our engineers, end o f this or the beginning 
until the force coming tip o f  next month, when I  intend 
from  below could jo in  to co- to commence more offensive 
operate in the attack. That operations against the c it y ; 
since the command o f the but I  cannot hold out any 
force has devolved on me I  hope o f being able to take 
have considered it impera- the place until supported by 
tively necessary to adopt the the force from  below. As an 
same plan as the only chance artillery officer, I  have no 
o f  safety to the Empire, and hesitation in giving my 
that I  strongly urge upon his opinion that the attack on 
Lordship the necessity o f his Debit, garrisoned and armed 
ordering General Havelock’ s as it now is, is as arduous an 
or some other force marching undertaking as was the attack 
upon Debit as soon as possi- on Bharatpur in 1825-26, for 
ble. The force tinder my which 25,000 troops and 100 
command is, and has been pieces o f artillery were not 
since the day we took our considered too large a force, 
position, actually besieged by I  enclose a return o f  the 
the mutineers, who, from  the original force which was sent 
immense extent o f  suburbs down to capture this strong 
and gardens extending nearly place, and also a return, o f the

' e°ijx
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bookx. important conjuncture, made this earnest appeal? 
cbl1-1’1" 1' 1 M ajor Baird Smith was an honour even to the

slp f i Corps of Engineers. To a knowledge founded
Bair<3. Smith, on extensive reading, to a mind which had 

thought out the several problems pertaining to 
Indian administration, he added a power of 
prompt and decisive action rarely bestowed ex
cept upon the senior wranglers of the University  
of Nature. H e had travelled much, had mastered 
the several methods in which, in the countries of 
continental Europe, science, and especially the 
engineering science, had been laid under contri
bution to develop the latent forces of nature; 
and in India, had, as the administrative agent to 
whom was entrusted the completion of the 
Ganges Canal, applied the experience thus ac
quired to the perfection of that great work. The 
genius which could grasp great schemes of ad
ministrative reform, was equally at home in the 
performance of those duties with which the 
military side of his profession brought him into 
contact. Chief Engineer of the army before 
Dehli, he had brought to the performance of his

present effective force, in- all our hospitals, stores, and 
eluding sick and wounded, ammunition, unless a strong 
from which his Lordship will provision was made against 
see how desperate would have it. Something of this sort I  
been any attempt to take the intend forwarding to the 
city by ’ assault, more espe- Governor-General, and shall 
dally as the mutineers keep be glad if you will return 
a large portion of their force this with such remarks and 
encamped outside the city emendations as your expe- 
walls, who, on our assaulting pence as Chief Engineer sug- 
the city, could easily attack goats.”  
and capture our camp, with
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duties the large mind, the profound knowledge, book x . 
the prompt decision which had characterised him Gh'--C-  

' in his civil work. N either the shock and pain g^ 7'u 
caused by a wound, nor the weakness and emacia
tion produced by a severe attack of camp scurvy, 
aggravated by diarrhoea, depressed his spirit or 
lessened his energies. Refusing to be placed on 
the sick list, though assured that mortification 
would he the consequence of a continued use of 
his wounded leg, Baird Smith clung to the last 
to the performance of his duty. The advice 
which he gave to General W ilson proved that 
never was his courage higher, never were the tone 
and temper of his mind more healthy, than when, 
bowed down by two diseases and suffering acutely 
from his wound, he seemed a livid wreck of the 
man he once had been.

It  was to  such a man that W ilson  appealed.
The answer was clear, emphatic, decisive. Baird 
Sm ith was for action, for prompt and immediate 
action. T rue it is, he reasoned, the besieged are The reasons 
rnore numerous than the besiegers ; true it is CUCC(j Baird 
their resources are greater, their position is for- 
midable, their defences are strong. But in war <iiato action, 
something m ust he risked. In his opinion the 
risk of a repulse in a well-contrived and well- 
organised assault was infinitely less than the risk 
which would attend the waiting during a long and 
uncertain period for reinforcements from below.
The waiting for reinforcements involved inaction 
— an inaction which m ight last for weeks. Such  
inaction, at a time when the Punjab, denuded of 
its last troops, was quivering in the balance, in-
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6  WILSON YIELDS TO THEM.

Book x. volved a risk greater even than the risk of a re- 
Ohojto i. p U|se before tlie walls of the city. N or was this 

slpt7i last- danger so great, in Baird Sm ith ’s estimation, 
as the General seemed to consider. He believed 
that it would be possible by skilfully preparing 
and effectively delivering an assault, to reduce it 
to a small proportion. H e gave the fullest ex
pression, in his reply, to these convictions, and 
concluded by urging the General to prepare for  
and to deliver that assault without delay— before 
the enem y should have time to strengthen his 
position within and without the beleaguered city.

These arguments, forcible, clear, based on logic 
and reason, had their natural effect on General 
W ilson . Though he did not share to the full 
Baird Sm ith’s opinions as to the probable result 
of an assault, he was brought to regard the risk 
which would thus be encountered as considerably 
less than the risk which would be involved by in- 

Wilson yields, action. H e yielded *  then, and directed the Chief 
S i r '  Engineer to prepare a plan o f attack, 
convinced. The reluctant assent of General W ilson threw  

upon the shoulders of his Chief Engineer the re
sponsibility for the assault. Far from shrinking 
from the burden, Baird Sm ith eagerly seized it.

* General W ilson wrote cannot suggest any other 
thus on Baird Smith’s memo- plan to  meet our difficulties, 
randuin: “ It  is evident to I  cannot,however, help being 
me that the results o f the o f opinion that the chances 
proposed operations will be o f success under such a heavy 
thrown on the hazard of a fire as the working parties 
d ie ; but under the circum- will ho exposed to, are any- 
stances in which I  am placed, thing hut favourable. I yield,
I  am willing to try this however, to the judgm ent o f 
hazard— the more so as I  the Chief Engineer.”
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In conjunction with his second in command, Cap- b̂ookX. 
tain Alexander Taylor, a m ost able and inde- —  
fatigable member of the same corps, one of those ggpt|7fi 
men who, once tried in difficult circumstances, Baird Smith 
are found to be indispensable, he submitted a plan 
— previously prepared, but subject to alteration 
resulting! from daily-gained experience— simple, 
bold, and effective— easily workable, on the sole 
condition of hearty and zealous co-operation and 
obedience on the part of his subordinates. The  
result showed how well placed was the confidence 
bestowed by the Chief Engineer in the officers 
serving under his orders.

Before adverting to that plan, I  propose to lay  
before the reader a short description of the de
fences of, and the approaches to , Dehli.

The characteristic features of the place were, 
at the time, thus officially described by Baird  
Smith : “  The eastern face rests on the Jamna, The fortifies, 
and during the season of the year when our dcmi. 
operations wrere carried on the stream m ay he 
described as washing the base of the walls. A ll 
access to a besieger on the river front is therefore 
impracticable. The defences here consist o f an 
irregular wall, with occasional bastions and 
towers, and about one half of the length of the 
river face is occupied by the palace of the K in g  
of Dehli, and its out-work, the old M ogol fort of 
Selimgarh. The river may be described as the 
chord of a rough arc formed by the remaining 
defences at the place. These consist of a suc
cession of bastioned fronts, the connection being  
very long, and the out-works limited to one
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Ghaptefj. crown-work at tke Ajmir gate, and marteilo 
1857 towefs mounting a single gun at such points as 

Sept, i, require additional flanking' fire to that given by 
the bastions themselves. The bastions are small, 
generally mounting three guns in each face, two 
in each flank, and one in the embrasure at the 
salient. They are provided with masonry para
pets about twelve feet in thickness, and have a 
relief of about sixteen feet above the plane of 
site. The curtain consists of a simple masonry 
wall or rampart sixteen feet in height, eleven 
feet thick at top, and fourteen or fifteen at 
bottom. This main wall carries a parapet loop- 
holed for musketry, eight feet in height and eight 
feet in thickness. The whole of the land front 
is covered by a berm of variable width, ranging 
from sixteen to thirty feet, and having a scarp 
wall eight feet high. Exterior to this is a dry 
ditch, of about twenty-five feet in width, and 
from sixteen to twenty feet in depth. The coun
terscarp is simply an earthen slope easy to de
scend. The glacis is a very short one, extending 
only fifty or sixty yards from the counterscarp. 
Using general terms, it covers from the besiegers’ 
view from half to one third of the height of the 
walls of the place. The defences, in a word, are 
‘ modernised’ forms of ancient works that existed 
when the city fell before Lord Lake’s army in 
1803. They extend about seven miles in circumfe
rence, and include an area of about three square 
miles. On the western side of Debit there appear 
the last out-lying spurs of the Aravelli mountains, 
and represented here by a low ridge, which dis-

■ G°k^x
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appears at its intersection with the Jamna, about Book x . 
two miles above the place. The drainage from Gha. ~ !  '' 
the eastern slope of the ridge finds its way to the 
river along the northern and the north-western 
faces of the city, and has formed there a succes
sion of parallel or connected ravines of consider
able depth. By taking advantage of these hollow  
ways admirable cover was constantly obtained for 
the troops, and the labour of the siege was mate
rially reduced. The whole of the exterior of the 
place presents an extraordinary mass of old 
buildings of all kinds, of thick brushwood, and 
occasional clumps of forest trees, giving great 
facilities for cover, which, during the siege opera
tions at least, proved to be on the whole more 
favourable to us than to the enemy.”

Such being the place, the plan for assaulting it 
traced by Baird Smith and Taylor may thus be 
described.

It was inevitable that the attack should be rian of the 
made on the northern face of the fortress— the aUaok‘ 
face represented by the Mori, Kashmir, and W ater  
bastions, and the curtain walls connecting them.
These connecting curtains were merely parapets, 
wide enough only for musketry fire. It  had been 
in the power of the enemy greatly to strengthen 
these defences by pulling down the adjacent 
buildings, and on their ruins erecting a rampart, 
from which a continued fire of heavy guns should 
be concentrated on an attacking force. In  neg
lecting, as a rule, to use the advantage thus open 
to them the rebel leaders added another example 
to many preceding it, of the absence from their
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Book x. councils of a really capable commander. The
Ch™  1 neglect was likely to be fatal to the defence, for 
Sept’ i. ** enabled the besiegers to concentrate on the 

curtains a fire sufficient to crush the defenders’ 
fire and to effect breaches through which the in 
fantry could be launched against the town.

The plan of the Chief Engineer, then, was to 
crush the fire of the Mori bastion at the north
west corner of the city. That fire silenced, the 
advance on the extreme left, which was covered 
by the river, would he secure, and there the assault 
would be delivered.

its simplicity The simple wisdom of this plan will be at once 
and wisdom. rec0g a}Secp j n the first place the advance was

effectually covered by the river on one flank, and 
partially so by trees and brushwood in front. 
The assault delivered, our men would not be 
at once involved in narrow streets, but there 
would be a space comparatively open in which to 
act.

Effective On the 6th September all the reinforcements 
thebSe^ng which could be expected, together with the siege- 
i’orce.  ̂ train, had arrived in camp. The effective rank 

and file, of all arms, amounted to eight thousand 
seven hundred and forty-eight men, of whom  
three thousand three hundred and seventeen were 
Europeans. In  line with, and acting with them, 
were two thousand two hundred native levies 
from Kashmir, and some hundreds from  Jhind.

Sept. 7. The evening of the 7th was fixed upon for
the commencement of the tracing of the bat
teries which were to assail the northern face of 
the city. On that day G-eneral W ilson issued to
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the troops an order, in which he announced to Rook x . 
them that the time was drawing near when he Cba?—  1 
trusted their labours would be over, and they 
would be rewarded for all their past exertions, General 
and for the fatigue still before them, by the 
capture of the city. M uch, he reminded the tlie tr<?°P8 Ms 
infantry, still remained to be accomplished. They assault?11 
had to aid and assist the engineers alike in. the 
erection of the batteries and in acting as covering 
parties; and when the way should be smoothed His appeal to 
for them by the scientific branches of the service, tho mfantry’ 
they would have to dare death in the breach.
W hen it should come to that point it would be 
necessary for them to keep well together, to push 
on in compact and unbroken masses.

As for the artillery, their work, General W ilson to the ;i un
warned them, would be harder than any they had lory’ 
till then encountered. H e expressed, at the same 
time, his confidence that the members o f that 
branch of the service would bring to the perform
ance of that harder work the same cheerfulness 
and the same pluck which had characterised their 
labours up to that time.

Keminding the troops of the cruel murders regarding 
committed on their officers and their comrades, the foo.' ’ 
as well as on their wives and children, General 
W ilson  declared that whilst the troops should 
spare the women and children who m ight fall in 
their way, they should give no quarter to the 
mutineers.

Upon tho regimental officers was impressed the totheregi. 
necessity of keeping their men together, of pre- ma. ai 1 
venting plunder, of carrying out the directions of
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cih^tofi en^ neers* The Major-General concluded by 
- —  asserting bis confidence that a brilliant termina-

Sept. 7. hion of their labours would follow a zealous en
forcement of his directions.

Before detailing the work which, on the even
ing of the 7tli, followed the issue of this order, it 
is necessary to inform the reader that at the sug
gestion of Major Charles Reid,* who commanded 
on the ridge, a light battery had been erected on 
the night of the 6th upon the plateau of the ridge 
close to the Sammy house. The object of this 

Reid’a battery, known as Reid’s battery, was to keep 
tne ground clear and to protect the contemplated 
new heavy battery, No. 1, during its construction. 
Reid’s battery contained eight light pieces, six 
9-pounders, and two 24-pound howitzers, and was 
commanded by Captain Remmington.

To return.— On the evening of the day on which 
General W ilson’s order was issued the engineers 
commenced their work. In pursuance of the re
solve to trace out a battery, the fire from which 
should crush the Mori bastion, Captain Alexander 

s S ’ rnie Ta.vlor’ assisted by Captain Medley, proceeded at 
ko. l imthly. sunset, accompanied by half-a-dozen sappers, to 

Hindu Ban’s house. A  site had previously been 
selected to the left of the Sammy House, below the 
ridge on the open plain, and within seven hundred 
yards of the Mori bastion. Sand-bags bad been 
taken down on the night of the 6th and covered 
over with grass and brushwood. These were 
found untouched by the enemy. The two engi-

* Now General Sir Charles Reid, K.C.B.
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neers at once set to work to trace a battery on c]^ptori 
this spot. The battery, styled No. 1 battery, was 
divided into two sections. The right section, gept.’7. 
commanded by M ajor Brind,* intended to receive its right ̂ ( _ SOOfclOll
five 18-pounders and one 8 -inch howitzer, was to 
silence the M ori bastion, and to prevent it from  
interfering with the real attack on the le f t ; the 
left section, and armed with four 24-pounders, 
under the command of M ajor K aye, was designed 
to keep down the fire from  the Kashmir bastion 
until the order to assault it should be given.
These two sections were to be connected by a 
trench which, carried on beyond the left section, its left 
would communicate with the deep nullah close to 
the rear, and form a sort of first parallel, giving  
good cover to  the guard of the trenches.

The tracing of this battery had but just been com- ^  
pleted when a strong covering party of Reid’s Gur- 
kahs arrived. Camels with fascines and gabions 
followed, and the work progressed rapidly during 
the night. The working parties were but little dis
turbed by the enemy, three well-directed showers 
of grape from  the M ori alone reaching them.

In  order to draw off the enemy’s attention as 
much as possible, M ajor Reid, who was with

* Now General Sir James No. 1 battery; Majors Frank 
Brind, K .C.B. General W il- Turner and Edward Kaye 
son’ s orders in writing, and being attacked for the sub. 
verbally given by the Assist- ordinate command of the right 
ant Adjutant-General o f Ar- and left wings. M ajor Turner 
tillory, Edwin Johnson, were being struck down by serious 
to the effect that Major Brind, illness, the left wing was 
commanding the Foot Artil- placed under charge o f Major 
lery o f the Delhi Field Force, Kaye, supervised throughout 
was to command the Key, or by M ajor Brind.
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book x. Taylor and Medley, sent directions to Captain 
Gi.apnu i. j|enimingtori to keep np a constant fire on the

st^ y . Mori bastion. This had the desired effect, for 
Keid diforts the Mori at once opened on Reid’s battery and 
themd™  Sammy House, and did not again molest the 
bastion. working parties. Indeed the enemy did not 

discover till the day dawned this fresh work 
upon which the besiegers had been engaged. 
M uch to their dismay they beheld Brind’s bat
tery all but completed. Though great efforts 
had been made, however, all was not ready in 
it, and but one gun was in position as the 

Sept.8. morning of the 8th dawned. The rebels on the 
M ori bastion were not slow to notice the results 

At dawn of of the work of that long night. Instantaneously 
enenwW they took measures to demolish it. W ith  the day- 
bTttei‘ ”ew Kght there poured on the barely armed battery 

showers of grape and round shot. So terrible and 
so incessant was the fire, that almost every man 
who ventured from the protection of the battery 
was knocked over. T o  this storm the defenders 
of the battery had but one gun to reply. Major 

Brm.Vg James Brind, one of the heroes of this long siege, 
exerffmL who, as already stated, commanded the entire No. 1 

battery, noting this, dragged, by great exertion, a 
howitzer to the rear, and fired over the parapet at 
the Mori. The fire of the enemy still poured 
in, however, fierce, incessant, relentless. Em 
boldened by the weakness of the British reply, 
they even thought it might be possible to carry 

Th« enemy’s by assault the uewly made battery. W ith  this 
cftwy the” object they despatched a body of cavalry and 

infantry from the Labor gate. This little
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force, emerging from the gate with resolution, bo o k  x . 
took at once the direction of the battery. But Ch— ~ T' 
they had not gone far when they encountered g ^ 7'& 
a hot fire from the 18-pounder and howitzer in battery is 
the right; section of N o. 1 battery, from the guns ,'affied' 
on the ridge, and the light guns on the plateau.
This threw them into confusion— a confusion 
changed into a rout by the opportune discharge 
of a volley of grape from Brind’s battery. The 
volley sent them back faster than they had come.
A ll this time the men. in this battery had been The right 
working hard, and though pelted incessantly from armed, 
the Mori bastion, they soon succeeded in finishing 
a second platform, then a third, soon after a 
fourth and a fifth. On the completion of each 
platform the gun placed on it opened at once on 
the enemy. The effect of the fire, thus gradually 
increasing, was soon felt on the Mori. In Maior Major Brind
■n ■ , , ,  rr. i r renders the
Brind the oihcers and men possessed a commander Mori harm- 
of great perseverance, rare energy, a strong will, less‘ 
and a thorough knowledge of his profession.
Under his skilful direction the shot from the 
battery told with tremendous and unceasing effect 
on the masonry bastion. Gradually the fire from  
it diminished; by the afternoon it ceased alto
gether. The bastion was then a heap of ruins, and 
although the enemy, displaying rare courage, 
managed to replace the heavy guns in succession 
to those knocked over, and to discharge them at 
the battery, the want of cover made it deadly 
work, and their fire soon languished. One part 
of the Engineer’s plan had thus been carried out.
The Mori bastion had been made harmless.
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b o o k  x. Heavy fire was, however, continued upon it from 
chnptei i. £jie rjgkk section and from the ridge until the 
sopt! s. night before the assault was delivered.

The left W h ilst the right section of the battery had thus 
been blazing away at the M ori, the 24-pounders 
in the left section under M ajor Kaye had been 
doing their work well, their fire directed on the 
Kashmir bastion. This fire was continued day 

ia destroyed and night until noon on the 10th, when the hat- 
loth e <>u the tery caught fire from the constant discharge of 

our own guns. The sand-bags first caught the 
flame, then the fascines, made of dry brushwood, 
and at length the whole battery was in a blaze, 
which it was feared might extend to the right 
section and expense magazine.

Lieutenant Lockhart, now Colonel Lockhart,
L. ckimrt. commanding 107th Foot, who was attached to 

Reid’s Gurkahs, was at the time on duty with two 
companies of the regiment in the connecting trench 
between the two sections. The necessity to ex
tinguish the fire was so apparent to him, that he 
at once suggested to Major K aye whether it might 
not he possible to save the battery by working 
from the outside and top of the parapet. Kaye  
replied that he thought something might he dono 
if a party were to take sand-bags to the top, cut 
them, and smother the fire with the sand. Lock
hart instantly jumped on to  the parapet, followed 
by six or seven Gurkahs, and began the work in 
the manner suggested. The enemy were not slow 
to discover what had happened, and, determined 
that the flames should not be extinguished, they 
at once brought every gun to bear on the blazing

n
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battery and poured in a deadly fire of grape and 
m usketry. T w o  of the Gurkahs fell dead, and —  
Lockhart rolled over tbe parapet with a shot septno 
through his jaw . T h e shot penetrating through  
the right cheek, passed under his tongue, and 
w ent out through the left cheek, sm ashing the 
right jaw  to  pieces.* The fire w as eventually  
extinguished by means of the sand from  the  
sand-bags, hut the section was destroyed.

* The noble example set by  bad altogether passed fo r  pub- 
Loclchart was witnessed by fishing any further despatches 
M ajor Reid, and mentioned relative to services o f  officers 
as a case worthy, he consi- at Delhi, which, however nieri* 
dered, o f the Vic mria Cross, torious, are now o f old date.” 
Unfortunately R eid ’ s pencil This was in  February 1859. 
reports, like many more de- Prior to this Reid had been 
spatehes o f bis written daily urging General W ilson  to 
from the ridge in pencil and take notice o f  bis recominen- 
under fire, were destroyed by dations. B ut it was in  vain.
General W ilson, as, being Neither his pencil notes 
written in pencil and not in  written under fire, nor his 
the regulated form , they were reports after the siege, were 
not considered “  official.”  I t  ever properly attended to, 
thus happened that when and many deserving officers 
General W ilson  penned his were consequently left unre
final despatch, he had none warded. A m ong these was 
o f R eid ’s pencil notes and Captain John Fisher, second 
reports to refer to. R eid  in command o f the Sinn ur 
subsequently represented that Battalion, who was on the 
his recommendations had not ridge with the _ regiment 
been attended t o ; that he had throughout the siege, who 
again and again brought to commanded it during the as- 
notice the gallant conduct o f  sault, and who was the only 
officers of the 60th Rifles and officer out o f nine who escaped 
others who had served under being wounded. This officer 
h i m ; and at length he him - did not even receive a brevet, 
self sent in  a supplementary For tbe same reason M ajor 
despatch, through Colonel R eid ’ s appreciatory mention 
Norman, then Acting A d ju - o f the services o f  the Engineer 
tant-General. The reply he and Artillery officers, ex- 
received was that in Lord pressed in the strongest lan- 
Cly tie’ s opinion “ the time guage, remained unpublished.

H, 2
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boo* x. T o return, to the 7th. A t the same time 
chapter (.fiat p}ie batteries just referred to were traced 

sopt?7 on t'̂ ie r^ fc» preliminary arrangements for the 
real attack had been made on the left. O n the 
evening of the 7th, K udsia  Bagh and Ludlow  
Castle were occupied by strong pickets. N o op
position was offered to this occupation, the m uti
neers being impressed w ith the idea that the real 

Tracing of attack would be made on the 'Mori. W ith  these 
~ 2‘ two posts strongly occupied as supports, the engi

neers were able, on the evening of the 8th, to 
trace out battery N o. 2. This trace was made in 
front of Ludlow  Castle, and five hundred yards 
from  the Kashm ir gate. lak e  battery No. 1—  
called, after the commandant, Brind’s battery— it 
was divided into two portions, the right-half 
being intended for seven heavy howitzers and 
two 18-pounders; the left, about tw o hundred 
yards distant, for nine 24-pounders. The fire 
from  those tw o portions was intended to silence 
the fire from  the Kashmir bastion, to knock away 
the parapet right and left that gave cover to the 
defenders, and to open the main breach by which 
the place was to be storm ed.*

W arned b y  the experience of Brind’s battery,

* These and the other de- the scenes he describes— gives 
tails describing the plans o f an account, o f  the proceedings 
the engineers have been at this memorable epoch of 
taken chiefly from a work the siege, which may be 
entitled A Year’s Campaign- almost styled, authoritative, 
inrj in India. This book confirmed as it has been by 
— written by Captain, now tk< testimony of distin- 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Julius guished officers who took 
George Medley, B .E ., him- part in the preliminaries to 
golf a distinguished actor in the assault,

< S L
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no attempt was made to complete battery No. 2 b»okx. 
in one night. On the 8th the tracing alone was Ch—*“  L 
completed. The wisdom of this cautious modi' 
of proceeding was made clear the following day, The enemy 
when a sharp fire of shot, of shell, and of mus- f " ' 
ketry was opened from the Kashmir and W ater 
bastions and the Selimgarh, on the positions 
newly occupied. Little damage, however, was ef
fected, and the work was pushed forward during 
the nights of the 9th and 10th. Before dawn of sopt, 9-ii. 
the 11th the battery had been completed and 
armed, and it was then unmasked. Major Camp
bell commanded the left section of it, and Major 
K aye— transferred from the ignited left section 
of Battery N o. 1— the right, but the former 
officer having been wounded on the evening of 
the 11th, Captain Edwin Johnson,* Assistant 
Adjutant-General of Artillery, then serving in 
the battery, succeeded to the command, and held 
it to the moment of assault, when he resumed 
his place on General W ilson’ s staff.

The third battery was not completed before Battery No. 3. 
that night. This battery was traced by Captain 
Medley the evening of the 9th.. W ith a boldness 
which was not rare, but the display of which, in 
this instance, testified to remarkable negligence 
on the part of the enemy, the engineers traced 
this battery within one hundred and sixty yards 
of the W ater bastion. Seeking for a fit site for 
the battery, the director of the attack, Captain 
Medley, discovered a small ruined building, an

# JTow Lieutenant-General Sir Edwin Johnson, K.C.B.
2 *
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ciia°5 X'i out-°ffice ° f  ^ e  Custom House— -a large edifice 
J _Le-r within one hundred and sixty yards of the W ater  

Sept^-n. bastion, and totally unoccupied by the enemy.
Captain Medley took possession of the Custom  
House, and determined to trace the battery in
side the small ruined building referred to, the 
outer wall of which would conceal the work and 
give cover to the workmen. This daring mea
sure completely succeeded. Though the enemy, 
suspecting something though not the actual truth, 
peppered our workmen incessantly, these never 
flinched. W hen one man fell another would take 
his place.* W orking in this way the battery was 
finished and armed by the night of the 11th.

Battery No. 4. Another battery, Ho. 4, for four heavy mortars,
commanded by Major Tombs, was traced and armed 
on the night of the 10th, in a safe spot in the K ud- 
siabagh itself, ready to open tiro when required. 

drteofu11 r-Ti)e mutineers had by this time become alive 
point from to the fact that it was not from the right but 
tlciTtlo bJ fr °m the left that the real attack was to issue, 
made, W ith an alacrity worthy of the highest praise, 

they at once decided upon measures which, if

* “  Pandy did not know “  They were merely the un- 
what we were at, hut at any armed Pioneers I  have de
rate he knew the people were scribed above, and not meant 
working in that direction, and to be fighting men. With 
he served out such a liberal the passive courage so corn- 
supply of musketry and shell mon to natives, as man after 
that night that the working man was knocked over, they 
party lost thirty-nine men would stop a moment, weep a 
killed and wounded. It was little over their fallen friend, 
wonderf ul indeed to see with pop his body in a row along 
what courage the men with the rest, and then work 
worked. on as before,” — Medley.

' GOt̂ X
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commenced but forty-eight hours earlier, would book x . 
have effectually baffled the attack. Seeing the 0U‘!iCl' r' 
effect which the fire from the still masked bat- 
teries must produce, they set to work to mount 
heavy guns along the long curtain. In other 
convenient nooks, out of reach of the fire of the 
attack, they mounted light guns. Taking ad- and take 
vantage, too, of the broken ground before them, repoi'Tt? ° 
they made in one night an advanced trench 
parallel to the left attack, and three hundred and 
fifty yards from it, covering the whole of their 
front. This trench they lined with infantry.

The heavy guns could not be mounted behind 
the long curtain in time to anticipate the attack; 
but at daybreak, on the morning of the 11th, the They open 
light guns above alluded to opened an enfilading new batteries, 
attack from the right, whilst the muskets from  
the infantry in the new trench began a hot and 
unceasing fire. For a time there was no answer.
But at 8 o’clock the two sections of No. 2 bat
tery, unmasked, replied. They began with a Effective 
salvo from the nine 24-pounders— a salvo greeted Ko.3 )»n^>. 
by cheers from the men in the battery. The 
effect was marked and decisive. A s the site of 
the breach was struck, huge fragments of stone 
fell, and the curtain wall disappeared in the ditch.
The defenders on the Kashmir bastion attempted 
to reply, but in ten minutes their fire was silenced.
For the rest of the day the guns of No. 2 bat
tery continued to pound away at the walls. It 
was an exhilarating sight to watch the stone-work 
crumbling under the storm of shot and shell, the 
breach getting larger and larger, and the 8-inch
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amptef'i: s^ ells’ made to burst just as tbev touched the
- —  parapet, bringing down whole yards of it at a

sepfi.1. tim e.*
During the night the mortars from N o. S' bat- !jX 

tery kept the enemy on the alert with incessant 
The enemy's fire. B ut the rebels were by no means idle. Thelire works , .  ,  y
deBti notion in light guns already alluded to, reinforced by a 
batteries. heavy one, playing from martello towers and from  

holes in curtain walls, maintained a constant and 
most effective front and enfilading fire on Nos. 1 
and 2 batteries. The batteries were constantly 
raked from end to end. So terrible and so effec
tive was this fire, that, at last, one of the guns of 
N o. 1 battery was withdrawn from playing on the 
breach and placed in the epaulment to keep down, 
if possible, the enfilading fire. But even this did 
not prove very effectual. A t  one time General 
W ilson was inclined to make a rush, at these 
guns from the rightf and spike or capture them.
B ut their position, within grape-shot of the 
curtain wall, rendered an attack on them difficult, 
and certain to be attended with loss. On the 
other hand, No. 3 battery would be completed on 
the morrow, and it was hoped that the effect of 
the full power of the artillery would be decisive.

Sept. 12. At. 11 o’clock on the morning of the 12th,

* Medley. . the battery near the Sammy
t  In fact, M ajor Reid ac- House received orders from 

tually was instructed to make M ajor Reid to cover the 
a night attack on. the position, attack and draw off the ene- 
and four companies of Guides my’s fire. Just then orders 
and Gurkabs were told off arrived from General Wilson 
supplied with spikes for the countermanding the attack, 
purpose. A t the same time
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Great lied, of the Engineers, aided by some native 
sappers, unmasked the embrasures. The battery —  
was commanded by Major Scott, with the gallant scp îh. 
Fagan as his second in command. In another No. 3 battery 
minute the six guns of the battery opened fire. fl" '
The effect was tremendous. The enemy’s guns 
were dismounted or smashed; the W ater bastion 
was beaten into a shapeless mass, and in a few yithi non s Buflf t
hours the breach seemed almost practicable. But 
the rebels showed no faint heart. Though their 
guns were silenced, they continued to pour in so 
heavy and continuous a musketry fire that the air 
seemed alive with bullets. The loss of life was 
consequently severe. Fagan, who, in his over
anxiety to see the effect of the first salvo, had 
raised his head above the parapet, was shot 
dead. Still further to embarrass the attack, 
the enemy opened from the other side of the 
river an enfilading fire, which, though not so 
effective or so destructive as that carried on from 
martello towers, was still sufficiently annoyiug.
B ut our gallant artillerymen never flinched.
Throughout the day all the batteries poured in Splendid 
a tire xrom nrty guns ana mortars on the devoted the Bengal 
city. The heat was intense, the labour was ArtlUo,y' 
severe, the danger was enormous. But during 
the long hours of the day, and of the night which 
slowly followed, those unflinching officers and 
men, sustained by the conviction that to their un
flagging energies was entrusted a task necessary 
for the triumph of the British cause, stood firmly 
to their guns, resisting every weakness of the 
flesh, their hearts joined in one firm resolve, re-


