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themselves most bravely, and were not driven out
until they had killed several men and severely
wounded many others on our side.. When at last
they were dislodged, they were met by Brigadier
Campbell’s brigade of cavalry, this time on the spot,
and were pursued, with considerable loss, for six
miles. The Moulvi, however, effected his escape.

The following night, that of the 22nd, Hope
Grant was ordered out at midnight with a strong
force (two troops horge artillery, two 18-pounders,
two howitzers, four Cohorn mortars, nine hundred
cavalry, and four regiments of infantry) to attack
the enemy, reported to be four thousand strong,
at Kirsi, a small town twenty-five miles from
Lakhnao, on the Faizibdd road. The mistake of
a guide delayed the march, but at 4 Am. on the
23rd Kiarsi was sighted. The enemy did not
wait an assault, but, on the appearance of the
British troops, began to evacuate the town.
Upon this Hope Grant sent his cavalry at them.
Two squadrons of the Panjdb Cavalry under
Captain Browne,* and a party of Watson’s Horse
led by Captain Cosserat, dashed at them. * Cap-
tain Browne, who commanded,” wrote Sir Hope
Grant, in his diary, “ seeing some guns moving
off, charged the rebels in the most magnificent
style. Five times he rode clean through them,
killing about two hundred, and taking thirteen
guns and a mortar., His unfortunate adjutant,
Lieutenant Macdonald, was shot dead in the act

* Now Major-General Sir manding in & portion of Af.
8. Browue, V.(., C.B,, com- ghénistin.
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of cutting down a sepoy. Captain Cosserat was
shot through the face, and died shortly after.”

The enemy having been pursued for some time,
Hope Grant returned to Lakhnao.

With this action the operations in Lakhnao and
in its immediate vicinity ended. The city was cap-
tured. It had been gained at a logs—from the
9nd to the 21st March inclusive—of one hundred
and twenty-seven officers and men killed, and five
hundred and ninety-five wounded. Notwithstand-
ing two errors which I have indicated—the one
attributable to the Commander-in-Chief himself,
the other, in the first. instance, to one of his bri-
gadiers—it is impossible to withhold admiration of
the skill with which the operations were planued,
of the courage with which they were carried out.
The plans of the rebels, based on the conjecture
that the British force would advance by the lines
of the previous November, were entirely baffled
by the masterly movement across the river. That
movement, which placed an enemy on their flank,
raking their defences, completely cowed them. It
took all the heart out of them. Enfiladed from
the opposite bank, they could not offer a stern or
determined resistance to the foe advancing on
their ‘front. The weakuness of their defence of
the Imémbdrd and the Kaisar Bdgh was due in a
very great degree to the moral depression which
the position occupied by Outram had caused in
their minds.

But if, as has been well asserted,* the strategy
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of Sir Colin Campbell in his attack on Lakhnao
“must ever be the subject of admiration on the
part of the military student of this campaign,” it
is fit that history should mark the blunder which
prevented it from being decisive. Outram was a
licutenant to be trusted. He was cool and daring
in action, always kept his troops well in hand,
and carefully guarded his communications. No
living man had a greater or more profound
knowledge of the native character. If any man,
in the circumstances in which he was placed,
might have been trusted to act on his own judg-
ment, that man was Outram. Yet when, at a
eritical period of the advance, Outram, firmly
seated on the left bank, proposed to co-operate
with the Commander-in-Chief in a manner which
would have rendered the victory of the latter
absolutely decisive, the proposal was refused in
language totally unworthy of Sir Colin Campbell.
He was forbidden to cross ““if he thought he
would lose @ single man.” The reasons for this
prohibition have never been published. Dr. Rus-
sell, who was very much in the confidence both
of Sir Colin and of Outram, whilst admitting the
“pblot’’ caused by Outram’s compulsory inaction,
does not explain the motive by which Sir Colin
was actuated to make it compulsory.®* Whether,

# «The velations between officer. Had Sir Colin not

Sir Colinand General OQutram,
though not unfriendly, are a
little stiff, on account of past
events, and Ontram is not the
man to act in nEaposit-jon to
the commands of his superior

bound Outram’s bands =o
tightly the advance would
have taken place, and a tre-
mendous slanghter of the ene-
my must have followed ™~ My
Diary in India, W. H.Rusgell.
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414 THE TWO ERRORS COMMITTED

as some agsert, it was prompted by Mansfield,
or whether it was the emanation of his own
mind, Sir Colin, as the issuer of the order,
was responsible for it, and he alone must: bear
the blame. That order derogates from his claim
to he placed in the rank of the greatest com-
manders. He must be classed as a great general
of the second rank, a general who could skil-
fully plan, carefully carry out that plan, who
could achieve a victory, but who could not follow
it up.

The second failure to pursue the beaten enemy
ig due likewise, though in a lesser degree, to Sir
Colin Campbell. For the delicate operation he
was bound to select an officer specially qualified,
and if not aequainted with the country, yet
ready to listen to the experienced officers at his
elbow or to understand the language of the
guides. He appointed, on the contrary, an officer
new to the country, who would listen to nobody,
who could not understand the guides, and
who, consequently, let slip a golden opportunity.
Yot this action, which allowed thousands of
rebels to escape, was justified by Sir Colin
Campbell.

- “ Brigadier Campbell, in command of the
cavalry on the left,”” he writes, in his despatch,
“ performed hig detached duty with much vigil-
ance and judgment. His march round the city
on the 19th inst., which was a running fight for
the greater part of the day, was a very difficult
one.” What it really was has been recorded in
these pages.
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BOOK XI1T,

CHAPTER I

It will be conducive to the clearness of the narra-
tive, if, before recording the events in the north-
west Provinces which immediately followed the
. capture of Lakhnao, I return for a moment to
Caleutta, record the progress made towards the
restoration of order in eastern Bengal and the
Bihdrs, and progress thence towards Allahdbdd by
way of Azamgarh and the adjacent distriets.
Then I propose to trace the action of Carthew
in guarding the important line between Allahbsd
and Kdnhptir, Returning north-westward, I shall
record the action of Seaton in the vicinity of
Fathgarh, of Walpole in Oudh, of Lugard, Row-
croft, and Douglas in the Azamgarh, Ghézipir,
and Shahdbdd districts and in Bihdr, of Jones
and Coke in Rohilkhand, and of Sir Colin
Campbell in Baréli. The book will close with
an account in detail of the progress of events
in Rajpatdnd.

When Sir Colin Campbell, on the 27th Novem-
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ber, had left Calcutta for Kdnhpur, he carried with
him the power of the country. For the moment
the civil authority, though nominally existing, was
in abeyance. The fate of India was in the hands,
not of Lord Canning, but of Sir Colin Campbell ;
and although, as I have noted on one important
occasion, the opinions of the Governor-General in
Council exercised a potential influence on the
general plan of campaign of the Commander-in-
Chief, yet to the hands of the latter functionary
its execution was committed. From the moment,
then, when Sir Colin Campbell left Calcutta to
direct the military measures for which he had
been preparing, he became the chief centre of
interest ; and the capital, giving habitation though
it did for a time to the Governor-General and his
Council, was proportionately shorn of its import-
ance. Thenceforward Caloutta deserves notice as
the port for the reception of the troops, and the
depdt of stores and supplies from England ; the
terminus whence the mnew arrivals started for
the seat of war, and the invalids and wounded for
Europe. The continuous attacks made upon the
rebels satisfied the longings even of those who
had been the severest critics of the tardy, the
hesitating, and the half-hearted action of Lord
Canning and his councillors ; while the social
tranquillity of the capital, no longer in real
danger, was but once disturbed, and then by a
panic which had for its foundation a want of
confidence in the firmness of the Government.

In the third week of January, 1858, Lord
Canning quitted Calcutta and proceeded to Allah- }
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ibdd. A few days after his arrival at that place
(9th February), he abolished the temporary office of
Chief Commissioner of Agra, till then held by
Colounel Frager, C.B., and drew the whole of the
north-west divisions, that of Dehli excepted,
within one lieutenant-governorship. A few days
later, Mr. J. P. Grant, who at a frying and cri-
tical period had governed with marked ability the
Centiral Provinces, returned to Calcutta to take
up the office of President of the Council,. the
Governor-General assuming the charge which Mr.
Grant thus vacated.

It was after the return of Mr. Grant to Cal-
cutta that the panie of which I have spoken oc-
curred. Nothing happened, indeed, which ought
to have alarmed men’s minds, but in times of ex-
citement the slightest causes often produce the
most startling effects. The case was simply ag
follows. On the 3rd March, a telegraphic mes-
sage from Barrakpir was received in Calcutta to
the effect that the sepoys of two native regiments
stationed there were deserting in bodies of ten
and twelve, and making their way to the capital.
People did not stay to reflect that the sepoys had
been disarmed ; that in addition to regular troops
there was & fine volunteer regiment—horse, foot,
and artillery—in the city. The information con-
veyed by the telegram was circulated in exagge-
rated terms; and the inhabitants of the suburbs,
consisting mainly of Eurasians, became much
alarmed. Pickets of the volunteer guards were
promptly posted at the points supposed to be
threatened; the streets were patrolled by the
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volunteer cavalry; the artillerymen took post at
their guns ; the regular troops in the fort were
placed under arms. But no enemy appeared.
Some sepoys had indeed deserted, but with no in-
tention of attacking Caleutta. The panic passed
away more quickly even than it had been pro-
duced.

In castern Bengal there had been some cause
for anxiety. On the 18th November, the detach-
ments of the 34th Regiment Native Infantry, sta-
tioned at Chétgdon, mutinied, plundered the
treagury, released the prisomers from jail, burnt
down their own lines, fired the magazine, and then
left the station, carrying off with them three
elephants, the property of Government, and the
whole of the treasure they found in the collecto-
rate, with the exception of three hundred and
_forty rupees in cash. These, as well as the stamps,
the Government securities and records, they left
untouched. They attacked none of the Euro-
peans, and the only man who suffered at their
hands was a native jailor who protested against
their proceedings. Him they killed. They then
made off in the direction of Tiparah, but at Sitd-
kiind they left the high road, and making for
Hill Tiparah, endeavoured to make their way
along the hills in a north-westerly direction,
" avoiding British territory.

Four days later an attempt was made by Lieu-
tenant Lewis, Indian Navy, to disarm the de-
tachments of the 73rd Native Infantry, and
Native Artillery, stationed at Ddkhd, numbering
about three hundred and fifty sepoys. Lewis had
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420  CONFLIOT WITH THE SEPOYS AT DAKHA.

e bl glish gailors, and two mountain-train howitzers.
Noit.,  He was aided likewise by some thirty volunteers,

including Messrs. Carnac, Bainbridge, and Mac-
pherson, of the Civil Service, and Lieutenants
Dowell and Hitching of the Bengal Army.

They resist, Lewis disarmed, without resistance, the de-
tached guards at the public offices. But when
he marched to the lines, he found the sepoys
drawn up close to their magazine, with two 6-
pounders in their centre. Parties of them also
occupied strong brick-built buildings in the vi-
cinity, the walls of which had been carefully
loop-holed. Lewis deployed his force, but before
the movement was completed the sepoys opened
upon him with canister and musketry. Replying
with one volley, Lewis then charged with his in-
fantry, whilst the two mountain guns opened on
the left rear of the enemy. The charge was most

li;::t';'f_ successful. The rebels were driven, one by one,

; from their strong positions. They had lost one
of their guns, but to preserve their second they
made a last desperate stand. A young midshipman,
named Arthur Mayo, charged it, however, at the
head of twenty men, and aided by a flank attack

. ‘made at the same time, captured it.* The sepoys

“manyare  then broke and fled. Forty-one dead bodies

killed LS
were counted on the grouid, eight men were
brought in desperately wounded, three were
drowned or shot in the river. This success was
not attained without some loss. The list of killed

* For this act Mr, Mayo received the Victoria Cross,
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and wounded contained one man killed, five dan-
gerously, eight severely,and four slightly wounded,
in all eighteen. The sepoys who escaped at once
went off in a north-westerly direction, making, it
was believed, for Jalpdigori, the headquarters of
the regiment. Prevented from reaching that
place, they found a temporary refuge in Bhitén.

The action of the local authorities at Chétgéon
was prompt and effective. Whilst arrangements
were made at the station for the security of
Buropean life in case the sepoys should return
to it, the Commissioner communicated at once
with the Réjé of Tiparah. This loyal feudatory
at once directed his retainers and subjects to
check the progress of the mutineers, and, if
possible, to close the passes against them.
The Commissioner called likewise upon the two
principal zaminddrs occupying the hill districts
which it was thought the mutineers would tra-
verse, to summon their men to arms and follow
them up, and either to attack them or to shut
them up in the defiles which lay before them. The
manner in which this appeal was responded to, and
the results it produced, will be related immediately.

Nor was the action of the Government at Cal-
cubta less satisfactory. Dealing with the cases of
Dékhé and Chatgéon as intimately connected the
one with the other, they despatched, on the 26th
November, by river from Caleutta, three companies
of the 54th Regiment, and one hundred seamen ;
on the 27th, by the same route, another party of
sailors. It was the intention of the Government
that whilst the 54th detachment should proceed at

S
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Boox X11.  first to Ddkhd and thence pursue the Chéatgdon
—— ' rebels in the direction it would be ascertained
ot they had taken, the Indian Naval Brigade should
move northwards to Rangpir and Dindjpir to
protect the country towards which it was believed
A the mutineers from both stations were making their
way. Their arrival at their destination on the 10th
December contributed greatly to the preservation
of order in the neighbouring districts.

422 THE MUTINEERS FEOM OHATGAON

The Chft- The Chétgdon mutineers were, meanwhile, be-
ghon mauti- 8 . -
St ai ginning to experience the drawbacks to a march

across the hills, pursued and threatened by ene-

mies. On leaving Sitdkiand, they had followed a

northerly course, and, crossing the ferry at Rém-

garh ghdt, had pushed on towards Udaipiir, thence

towards Agartald, the residence of the Rdji of

Tiparah. That chief, hearing of their approach,
despatched a considerable body of men, who

g stoppped them at Sankhola on the 2nd December.
T Murning then westward, they entered British
territory at or near Mogra, and made their way

towards Singér Hill—about one and a half day’s

and sufer  journey north of Komilld, and on the direct route
tocudiem  $o Silhat. In their progress they had been much
harassed ;' they lost the three elephants, and about

ten thousand rupees of the treasure they had

stolen ; of the prisoners they had released from

the jail, many were daily being captured ; they

found the mountain paths difficult, and though

the hillmen were ready enough, for payment, to

cut a way for them, their progress was necessarily

slow. Buf worse things were in store for them..

:’t;?;i E;tmk Harassed by the opposition of the Rajé of
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Tiparah, and of the zamindars of whom I have
spoken, the mutineers resolved to make their way
to Maniptir. On their way to that place, they
descended from the hills, attacked and plundered,
on the 15th December, a police-station in British
territory. This attack gave to the British the
information they had desired as to their position.
Mr. Allen, the chief civil officer at Silhat, had the
capacity to discern that the Huropean troops would
arrive too late to intercept the rebels. He took
upon himself, then, the responsibility of ordering
the Silhat Light Infantry, commanded by Major the
Hon. R. B. Byng, into the field. That regiment left
Silhat in pursuit of the rebels that very day, the
15th, and reached Partibgarh, a distance of eighty
miles, by a forced march, in thirty-six hours. At
Partdbgarh, Byng received information from Mr.
Dodd, who had accompanied the force for the
special purpose of guiding it, that the rebels had
changed their route, and would be at Ldtd, a place
which they had passed through, on the night of that
day, the 17th, or early the following morning.
Létd was twenty-eight miles from Partdbgarh ;
the men had made a forced march of eighty miles,
but with one voice they expressed their willing-
ness to return. The road led through jungles and
swamps, but, setting outf, they marched back
cheerily. Dodd, who had ridden on in advance,
met the column as it was entering the village of
Lati at dawn on the 18th, with the information that
the rebels were close at hand. Before line could
be formed, they were seen advancing in good order.
In the engagement which followed, the rebels made
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gg:;gr!fl‘ many efforts to seduce the men of the Silhat Light
" Infantry—one half of whom were Hinddstinis—to
896 make common cause with them. But their per-
suasions were answered by the cold steel of the
bayonet. Notwithstanding their long march, the
loyal soldiers of the Silhat regiment displayed a
vigour and an energy which carried all before
them. In the early part of the action their gallant
Bag n leader, Major Byng, was killed. This occurrence
B only roused them to greater fury. The post
 sherarsue-  he had held was filled by Lieutenant Sherer, an
ooods, and i oer of rare merit—a son of the gallant soldior
e janpice,  Whose splendid audacity at Jalpaigori I have
described in the preceding volume—and Sherer
gave the rebels no breathing-time. After a loss
of twenty-six men killed and a still larger number
wounded, the enemy abandoned the field, and
sought shelter in the close and difficult jungles

which lie between Latd and Manipar.
Whses thay Into these jungles it was impossible to follow
comnotbe 4y om. Detachments having been sent to watch
the issues from the jungle into Manipir, the bat-
talion returned to Sithat. The party of the 54th
Regiment, which had been sent on to Silhat and
had even marched towards Létt, was ordered back,
first to Ddkhé, and a few weeks later to Calcutta.
The Ohéigion  After their defeat by Sherer, the Chdtgdon
3‘{?;:? mutineers marched north-eastwards, and entered
Manipr,  tle Maniptir territory. There they were joined by
one of the Manipir princes, with a few followers,
The hopes they might have conceived from this
accession of strength were, however, of shorb
duration. On the 12th January they were attacked

494 THY OHATGAON REBRLS ARE DEFEATED.
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by a party of the Silhat corps, under Captain Ste-
vens, and after a fight which lasted two hours,
they were driven into the jungles, with the loss
of twenty men killed. Ten days later, the same
officer, having learnt where they were encamped,
succeeded in surprising them while their arms
were piled, and putting them to flight, with the
loss of all their arms and accoutrements. On
this occasion they lost ten men killed. Eight
days later another detachment of them was at-
tacked and completely defeated, with the loss of
thirteen men, by a small party of the Silhat regi-
ment, led by a native officer, Jemaddr Jaggathir.
This was the finishing stroke. Since their depar-
ture from Chdtgdon, the rebels had lost two hun-
dred and six men in battle. The remainder were
now blocked up in hilly country, the passes leading
out of which were closed, and there the greater
number perished miserably.

Thus, by the firm attitude and the fearlessness
of responsibility on the part of the civil authori-
ties, especially of Mr. Allen, and by the daring
leading of a few European officers and the gal-
lantry of their native followers, order was re-
established in the important districts to the east
of Caleutta. All this time Colonel Sherer was
nobly maintaining his position at Jalpdigori,
dominating, by the force of his character, the
armed native regiment which he commanded.

I pass on now to eastern Bihdr, the division
under the control of Mr. George Yule. Although
the rvelief of Arah by Vincent Eyre, in the month
of August, 1857, and the subsequent storming by
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426 DIFFICULTIES IN BASTERN BIHAR.

Boox XIl.  that gallant soldier of the stronghold of Kinwar
—" " Singh, had, for the moment, averted danger from
Nuﬁ‘_’f%w_ easbern Bihdr, the elements of revolt still con-
The normal  finued to smoulder in that province. These ele-
:‘;2‘;";}:;,“ " ments were fostered by searcity, caused by long-
Yines prevailing drought, and the temper of the people
in the vicinity of Manghir was manifested as the
year began to wane by an increased and increasing
number of highway robberies and other crimes.
oy Jnerneed  Under these circumstances the outbreaks at
breaksat  DAkhd and Chétgdon assumed a very threatening
8;:;‘{?&0";“ character. The station of Jalpaigori belonged to
the division ruled by Mr. Yule. The headquarters
and main body of the 78rd Native Infantry, com-
manded by Sherer, were at that station. The
sepoys who had mutinied and resisted 'so stoutly
at Dékh4 belonged to that regiment, It seemed
only probable, then, that they would make their way
to Jalpdigorf, and incite their comrades to revolt.
Yulo marches ~ The Government had despatched a body of
Pirmis ™" British sailors to Pirnid, midway betwoen Bhi-
galptir and Jalpdigorf, and these men were due at
that station at the end of November. But this
precaution did not seem to Mr. Yule to be suffi-
cient. With the concurrence of the Government,
then, he moved, on the 27th November, the small
detachment of the 5th Fusiliers, then at Manghir,
to Pdrnid, accompanying them himself. He
arrived there on the 1st December, and finding
all quiet, marched on the next day towards
The detuch.  Kishanganj, thirty-one miles distant,.
’ﬁ}ﬁf}ﬁi&j He was not a moment too soon. On the nightsof

and Jalpéigod the 4th and 5th December the detachments of the

mutiny.
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11th Irregular Cavalry at Maddriganj and Jalpdi-
gori mutinied, and. went off, spreading alarm
throughout the district.

The conduct of the civil officers in the district
at this crisis was worthy of all praise. At many
of the stations they had nought to depend upon
but their own brave hearts. Not for a moment
did their courage falter or their presence of mind
fail them. Macdonald, the Collector of Rangpir,
placed all the moneys in the Government Trea-
sury upon elephants, and moved with it into the
jungle, hoping that the rebels, finding Rangpir
evacuated, would be too hardly pressed to search
him out. 'The rebels, however, never went near
Rangptir, but made straight for Dindjpar. The
Uollector of this place was Mr. Francis Anstru-
ther Elphinstone-Dalrymple, one of the ablest men
in the Civil Service, but whose progpects had been
ruined by long years of persecution on purely
private grounds by those wielding authority in
Bengal. But if Dalrymple’s worldly fortunes
stood low, his courage wag as high, and his de-
termination was as unshaken, as they were when,
a young civilian, he volunteered for and served in
the first China war.* He had upwards of one

® My, F. A. Elphinstone- -tery, thus taking the lead of
Dalrymple sccompanied & ~the whole force. He himself
party of soldiers sent during was the first man in the bat-
that war from the Rustomjee tery. At Chusan he accom-
transport to attack a battery. panied the 55th Regiment in
Asthereappeared somechance the storm of the steep hill
that the party would arrive and the intrenched camp.
late, Dalrymple persuadedthe At Chinghai he was on the
mate to beach the boat at deck of H.M.S. Nemesis
once in the centre of the bat- with Captain Hall, now an
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ggg;fﬂlf hundred thousand pounds in his treasury, and a
" determined to fight forit. He packed off, then, by
D;%ﬂim_ water, to Caloutta, the solitary missionary of the
hissplondid  Station and his wife. Then summoning Grant the
rsdlndien.  fudge, Drummond the magistrate, Brown the as-
- sistant, Harold Holm, a Dane, connected with
indigo and well known and much liked in those
parts, and a few other Europeans and Eurasians,
he posted them, with their rifles and ammunition,
in his official court, and, at their head, awaited
there the coming of the rebels. Their arrival
within twelve miles of the station was an-
nounced. Any moment, then, they might appear.
But amongst Dalrymple and his companions
there was but one thought—to defend the sta-
tion to the very last, to die rather than abandon
the trust confided to them. Fortunately for
Thorebels  them, the rebels, when within a short distance
Pérni, of the place, received intelligence of the move-
ments of the British seamen previously referred
to. Instead, then, of marching on Dindjpir,
they hurried off to Piirnid, there to fall into
the clutches of Yule. Dalrymple and his com-
panions were not attacked. Not the less, how-
ever, did they deserve for their splendid resolution
the praise and the credit which were never

officially awarded to them !
Yule returns  Yule, meanwhile, marching northwards, had
WPmih  roached Kishanganj. There he heard of the

498 F. A. DLPHINSTONE-DALRYMPLE,

admiral, better known as carried Sir Henry Pottinger's
Nemesis Hall, fighting the despatches to rlz.vurd Auck-
batteries, and subsequently la.ns.

at the taking of Ningpo, He
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revolt, and that the revolters had taken the road
leading to Pirnid. No time was to be lost. He
get out at once to return to Ptrnid, and, march-
ing all day, accomplished the distance, with the
aid of his elephants, by sunset. He arrived in
good time. The mutineers, ignorant of Yule's
rapid march, were entering the town early the
following morning with a view to plunder it,
when they found themselves face to face with
the Buropeans. After an exchange of shots, they
fell back a few miles, halted, and encamped. It
was difficult for Yule, who had only infantry, to
bring mounted men to action, but he resolved to
try. That night he marched out his men, and at
daylight came up with the enemy, just as they
were preparing to set out. The rebels, putting on
a bold face, charged, but were beaten back with
the loss of thirteen of their number. They then
fled to the north. Yule had saved Pirnid by his
prompt action. He did more. Pushing on rapidly,
the morning of the 12th, with his party, he suc-
ceeded, notwithstanding the obstructions offered
by the numerous and extensive quicksands of the
Kiisi, in crossing that river, and reaching Nith-
pir before the rebels. Finding their onward pro-
gress thus checked ; and cut off, by movements of
which I shall speak immediately, from a retro-
grade movement ; the mutineers took refuge for
the moment in Nip4l, only, however, to meet their
fate at a later period.

Meanwhile, on the first news of the mutiny of
the irregular cavalry, all the available troops,
European and Gurksh, amounting to one hun-
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dred of the former and three hundred of the
latter, had been sent down from Darjiling to
Pankibdri, and thence on to Jalpdigori. They
served to strengthen the hands of Sherer. Acting
on the pmno;ple that boldness is prudence, this
firm and resolute officer had blown from the guns,
in the presence of his armed native regiment, two
troopers caught in the act of revolt.

Four days later the seamen of whom I have
spoken as having been detached from Calcutta,
on the news of the Dékhd mutiny, to protect the
districts of Rangpir and Dindjpidr, arrived at
Bagwah, thirty miles east of the former, and,
pushing on quickly, reached their degtination on
the 15th December.

Yule, I have said, had, by his prompt and
vigovous movements, saved the British districts
on the right bank of the Kisi from invasion, and
forced the rebels to seek refuge in Nipdl terri-
tory. There, at a place thirty-six miles from the
British frontier, they were detained by the Nipé-
lese authorities, pending instructions from Jang
Bahddur. It was useless for Yule to wait any
longer on the frontier, or to disquiet himself re-
garding the fate of men no longer able to plunder
and destroy. And it happened that just at the
moment his energies were required in another part
of his division. In & previous page I have re-
corded how the Ddkbhd mutineers, resisting the
attempt made to disarm vhem, had set off from
that station for Jalpdigorf, but finding it impos-
sible to traverse the intervening country, had .
been forced to take refuge in Bhiitén, Yule, as
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he lay with his small force at Nédthptr, received
an express informing him that the Dhakd rebels
were threa.tening Jalpdigori from the north-cast,
and urging him to march to that place.

Yule at once set out, and, marching sixty-four
miles in thirty-six hours, reached Kishanganj,
thirty-one miles north-east of Pirnid. Another
long march of thirty miles brought him, on the
22nd, to Titalid. Here he received a despatch
from Jalpdigori recommending him to take up a
position between Siligori and Pankabdri, on the
road to Darjiling, there to await further intelli-
gence. Yule complied, waited patiently till the
26th, but as the promised intelligence was still
withheld, he determined to act on his own re-
sponsibility. The ideas he had formed on the, !
subject were singularly clear and correct. Granted
that the rebels intended to move on Darjiling or
on Jalpdigorf, they must of necessity cross the
river Tistd. The Tistd is a river gradually in-
creasing on the plains to a width of from seven
to eight hundred yards, deep, rapid, and difficult.
To the rebels scarcely any other option was
offered than to cross at the Chéwa Ghét, where
facilities existed. Now, Chdiwa Ghdt had not !
been occupied, and Yule, tired of waiting, re-
solved to act upon his own instinets, and occupy
it. But the delay caused by waiting for intelli-
gence which did not come had been fatal. As
he approached the ghit through the jungle, his
advanced parties discovered the enemy on the
left bank of the river, occupying a position so
strong and so favourable for defence, that it




Boox X11.  would have been madness for him, with his small
— ' force, to attack it. But there was still one way
Decssr.  open to him to bar their progress, That was to
and ocoupies  OCCUPY the only practicable road by which they
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theread.  could advance, and give them battle when they
should attempt to move forward.

;rg rehels Yule accordingly occupied that road. But the

position, rebels, more wily than he believed them to be,

broke up their camp that night, and marching by
an unfrequented by-path, turned his position,
crossed the Mahdnandd river, and made for the
Dirjiling road. Yule discovered, early on the
morning of the 28th, that he had been thus out-
manceuvred. Promptly did he repair his error.
Leaving his camp standing, he took up a position
on the Darjiling road, and awaited the approach
of the enemy. He waited in vain all that day.
As evening approached, there being no signs of
the rebels, he determined to move back to the
camp to allow his men to break their fast. But
they had scarcely left the road when the enemy
and evenin.  were seen emerging from the jungle by a path
oy eseape: gome little distance from the position he had held
during the day. Yule at once sent his advanced
perty in pursuit, But so rapidly did the rebels
. rush across the road and the open country be-
tween the place of their issue and the next thick
jungle that the British had only time to fire one
‘volley, and although Captain Burbank and his
sailors continued the pursuit for two or three
hours, they failed to come up with the enemy.
The Jalpdigori party, consisting of Europeans
and Giirkahs, commanded by Captain Curzon,
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52nd Light Infantry, had been equally unsuc-
cessful. False information had sent them to
one ford of the Tista whilst the rebels crossed
by another,

But the failure he had encountered made Yule
only the more resolved to follow the Dakhd mu-
tineers to the bitter end. Occupying as he did
the inner line of communication, whereas the
rebels, by their flight, had gained the outer line,
it was still possible for him, by marching along
the edge of the forests which skirt the Nipdl
frontier, to guard the British territories from in-
cursion. This course he adopted. Marching
westward, in parallel lines with the rebels, he
having the inner line, he forced them to cross the
Nipdl frontier. Continuing within the British
territory this parallel march, he again, on the
3rd January, crogsed the Kiisi at Nathpir. On
that day the rebels were distant from him be-
tween forty and fifty miles, at a place called
Chattra, at the foot of the hills at the point
where the Kiisi issues from them, thirty-six miles
within the Nipél frontier—the whole intervening
space being jungle.

On the 11th Yule’s party was strengthened by
the arrival of Major Richardson, with the Bengal
Yeomanry Cavalry. It was a great accession.
Major Richardson was one of the most gallant
men living. He had distinguished himself at the
storming of Miltdn in a manner which would
have procured for him the Vietoria Cross had
that symbol of distinction then existed. As it
was, his conduct in leading the stormers elicited
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Book 11 an expression of marked admiration from the then
apter [ 0 mmander-in-Chief, Lord Gough, and proved
the stepping-stone to advancement in his profes-
and the sion. The Bengal Yeomanry Cavalry was com-
‘posed of men, many of them Burasians, some
Buropeans and well born, who had enlisted for
that special service, on special terms, to aid in
suppressing the mutiny in June and J uly 1857,
When the corps was first rajsed Lord Canning
was specially anxious to sclect as its commandant
an officer who should possess alike the power of
attraction and the power of command, who could
rule as well as dominate, and inspire affection as
well as fear. At the moment Richardson landed
from furlough to Europe in Calcutta. He was at
once recognised as the man for the situation.
The choice was in all respects pre-eminently
good.
join Yule. Richardson joined Yule on the 11th Jamuary.
The rebels were still at Chattra. Just about the
jang Belé- | samo time the practical reply of Jang Bahddur
e to Yule's representations regarding the mutineers
of the 11th Irregulars was received. That reply
took the shape of an order to his lieutenant on
: the spot, Rattan Mén Singh, to attack the muti-
Ordershis moers, in co-operation with the English. It un-
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lieatenant to o rtunately happened that the force at the disposal
mabels; of Rattan Mén Singh consisted mostly of un-

trained infantry militia, and only a few trained
artillerymen with their guns. The Nipdlese
commander was therefore unwilling to assent to
any manceuvre which would necessitate division
of his own force. After some discussion, then,
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it was agreed between himself on the one side,
and Mr. Yule and Major Richardson on the
other, that whilst the Nipdl troops should guard
the roads leading eastward, and Richardson with
hig cavalry should watch the right bank of the
Kisi, Yule’s infantry should attack Chattra. Yule
and Richardson were aware that it would have
been far better that the Nipil commander should
wateh the left as well as the right bank of the
river, for the upper part of the left bank could
not, from the nature of the country, be effectually
guarded by cavalry. But, under the circum-
stances, it was the best thing to be done, and,
after all, they both believed that the rebels would
fight. To give time to the Nipfl commander to
make his arrangements, the 21st was fixed upon
as the day for the attack.

This delay proved fatal to the success of the
plan. Yule crossed the Nipél frontier on the
14th, and on the 19th reached Pirdra, about ten
miles from Chattra. Richardson meanwhile had
advanced to Chdoria, a place which commanded
the only path by which he believed the mutineers
could possibly proceed westward, should they
cross the river above it. But whether the mu-
tineers had been warned, or whether they gained
information from their scouts, it is certain that
~as soon as they heard that Yule had reached
Pirdra, they crossed the river, and marched west-
ward. Yule and Richardson pushed after them,
but as it was seen that the rebels were following
a line of country totally impracticable for cavalry,
Richardson proceeded by rapid marches to Dar-
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gﬁg;béxrl k bangéh to cover Tirhut, whilst Yule * returned
22" to his division-—which was not subsequently dis-
sammsy.  turbed. The mutineers succeeded in making their
jato Onah,  Way into north-eastern Oudh, only eventually to
fall by the bullet and the sword.

1857. Before proceeding to western Bihdr, I propose
to say a few words regarding the extensive dis-
trict known as Chdtia Ndgpir. In a preceding

Chitia page of this volume+ I have briefly recorded

Niigptr after

Ootmer 1857. how Major English had, on the 2nd October, in-

flicted a severe defeat upon the rebels at Chattra.{
But this victory, important as it was in effecting
the security of the grand trunk road, was far
from restoring order to the country. From that
period, and for several months following, the
energies of Captain Dalton, Major Simpson, Lieu-
tenant Graham, Lieutenant Stanton, R.E., of
Colonel Forster and the Shekawdti battalion, and
other excellent officers, were devoted to the ar-
duous task of repelling attack, of checking petty
risings, of suppressing pretenders to power, of
hunting down armed freebooters, of recovering
places which had been surprised, and of avenging
the injuries, in some cases amounting to death,
inflicted upon the unarmed and unoffending.

Roasons why iy enter into full detail of the various marches

it is unneces-

* In the month of May
following, when the retarn of
Kanwar Singh had again
thrown the affuirs of Western
Bibirinto confusion, Mr. Yule
offered to the Grovernment the
gervices of himself and twenty
well-mounted gentlemen to

act against the rebels in that
province, The offer was de-
clined.

+ Page 141.

t Not to be confounded
with the Chattra within the
Nipal frontier,



and counter-marches of the companies and small
detachments engaged for months in this desultory
warfare, would require far more space than could
be fairly allotted to a subject which, however im-
portant in itself, forms only an adjunct to the
main story. No officers deserved better of their
country than those who served in Chidtia Ndg-
pir: none exhibited greater zeal, greater energy,
greater self-reliance, greater devotion; but after
the defeat of the rebels by English at Chattra,
their action affected the course of events, not
generally throughout Hindustdn, but in Chitia
Négpir alone. For this reason I shall be justified,
I believe, if I recount in less detail than I have
given to the actions of Sir Colin Campbell and
hig Lieutenants, and to oceurrences bearing directly
on the main story, the principal events which
marked the period of disturbance in the country
forming the south-west frontier of Bengal.

In the district called Paldmao, affairs seemed,
so late as November 1857, to be very critical.
There Lieutenant Graham, with a handful of
men, occupied a large house containing from
three hundred to four hundred native women and
children. The house belonged to a loyal Thikur,
and was encircled by a strong wall. In this
Graham was besieged by a body of rebels, whose
numbers, amounting at first to two thousand,
gradually rose to six thousand. Whilst a portion
of these blockaded Graham, without daring to
assault him, the remainder plundered the country
all about.

To relieve Graham two companies of the 18th
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oo X1, Light Infantry, under Major Oolter, were de-
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Oh“f?f L spatehed from Sabasrdm on the 27th November.
yoSsz.  Thither also was directed the Shakawdti bat-

talion under Major Forster. Colter relieved
Graham on the 8th December, but, though the
presence of two companies of English troops in
the rebellious distriet would have been invaluable,
the necessity of guarding the grand trunk road
was paramount, and Colter was ordered to lead
back his men to Sahasrdm. But though he was
forced to leave, the good he had effected re-
mained behind him. Graham had employed the
frst hours after his relief in seizing the person
of Débi Bakkas Rdi, a man suspected of being the
real prompter of the rebellion. Graham’s bold
action proved the suspicion to be well founded,
for the rebellion in Paldmao at once collapsed.
Then, too, did well-disposed chiefs, previously
held in check by fear of the rebels, declare them-
colves in favour of the British; and Graham,
though not strong enough without reinforcements
to assume the offensive, was confident, notwith-
standing the departure of Colter, to be able to
hold his own.

Singhbbim The wave of insurrection passed then into
the district of Singhbhém. A large party, com-
posed of the representatives of mo less than three
tribes, assembled at a place called Ayadhya,
and proclaimed the brother of one of the local
rdjds, the Rdja of Porabds, to be their ruler.
Fortunately a party of Rattray’s Sikhs, com-
manded by Captain Hale, was in the neighbour-
hood. THale, supported by the followers of one
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of the local chieftains, attacked and dispersed
the followers of the pretender. But for some
time the insurrection remained unsubdued.

This victory was succeeded by a multitude of
small affairs in the several distriets, in most of
which the advantage inclined to the side of autho-
rity. It was mot, however, always so. On one
oceasion the Commissioner of the Manbhim and
Singhbhm divisions, Mr. Lushington, attended
by Dr. Hayes and accompanied by Captain Hale,
Lieutenant Birch, and fifty Sikhs, who had been
engaged in seizing men convicted of murder,
found themselves suddenly surrounded by not
less than three thousand to four thousand infu-
riated Kéls, armed with arrows, who had stolen
up unperceived. Nothing but the steady gal-
lantry of the Bikhs extricated the party from
their perilous position. They had to fight their
way through théir numerous opponents, and ib
was only by great perseverance, and at the ex-
pense of a large casualty roll that they ulti-
mately succeeded. Twenty-five Sikhs were
wounded, one mortally; one was killed. Cap-
tain Hale was wounded in four places; Lieu-
tenant Birch had his arm pinned to his side by an
arrow : Mr. Lushington and Dr. Hayes were also
wounded. Of the enemy one hundred and fifty
are said to have fallen. The British party was,
however, forced to abandon its camp equipage
in order to effect a secure retreat.

Some time before this the spirit of insurrection
" had travelled to the southerly district of Sambalptr.
Up to the month of September that district had
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gg:gtifi- been guarded by two companies of the Rdmgarh
" battalion, and a sergeant's party of Ramgarh
stz Horse. But no sooner had the men composing
this small force heard of the mutiny of their
comrades at Hézdribdgh than they displayed a
disposition to follow their example. In this emer-
Leigh applies. gency Captain Leigh, who represented the civil
ments, authority of the Government in the district,
.applied to Katak for, and obtained the assistance
of, two companies of the 40th Madraz Native
Infantry. Tn October, finding these troops insuf-
ficient to repress the disorder caused by mutinous
sepoys and the followers of the rebel landowners,
. Leigh again applied to Katak for aid. His de-
mand was complied with—Lieutenant Hadow,
:‘i{:;ﬁa:m Madras Artillery, being sent with two mountain
] gquns, escorted by another company of the 40th

Madras Native Infantry, to reinforce him.
Hadow reached Sambalpir on the 4th of No-
Opetations in vember, The next morning he marched out with
pitx qistrict, & small party, commanded by Captain Knocker of
the 40th, to storm the pass of Shérgdti, This
was effected without much loss. The small
column then scoured the distriot, destroying the
villages and mud forts belonging to the disaffected.
In these operations, andin those of a similar
nature which followed, fever was more fatal to the
British officers than was the enemy’s fire. At one
time all the officers in the distriet, Captain Lieigh
and Lieutenant Hadow excepted, were prostrated

with this disease.

In spite of the efforts of the authorities the

rebellion showed no signs of abating. In Decem-
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ber, Dr. Moore, on his way to Sambalpir, was gg;ﬁ:

intercepted and murdered by therebels. Apothe- =~ ——
cary Hanson, who was following him, had a No}ff;;n,
narrow escape., Captain Leigh, hearing of his ap- The in.
proach, sent a party of native police on an ;:’,E‘;“::,,ﬁ“ )
elephant to bring him in. This party started

from the one side about the same time as a party

of the rebels set out on the other—the distances

being nearly equal, and the objects identical—to

obtain possession of the person of Hanson. The

race was very exciting : the British just won it.

The excesses committed by the rebels reached bt o
80 great a height at this period that Captain Leigh furuish aid;
applied to the Commissioner, Captain Dalton, for
further assistance. Such was the demand, how-
over, for troops elsewhere that Captain Dalton
was unable to comply with his request. Captain
Leigh was in despair, More than half the troops
at his disposal were prostrated by sickness, and
but one officer, Licutenant Hadow, was fit for
duty.

At this conjuncture, Mr. Cockburn, of the but Cockburs
Civil Service, Commissioner of Katak, taking *"/P'*
a clear view of the situation, resolved, at all
hazards, to support British authority in Sambal-
par. Not only did he write to the Madras
Government to transfer a body of its local troops
for special service in that distdict, but he took
upon himself the responsibility of ordering thither
the remaining wing of the 40th Madras Native
Infantry. At the same time he directed the
enlistment at Katak, for the same serviee, of two
companies of sepoys known as Sebandis. With

MR. COCKBURN SENDS AID TO SAMBALPUR., 441
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Boox XII g view i ensure prompt action the district was

< i temporar ly transferred to the zealous and watch-

Decomter, Tl superintendence of Mr. Cockburn.  Mr.
Cockburn assumed charge on the 19th of  De-

- cember.

Sk ood Before the wing of the 40th could reach Sam-

rebels,  balpir Captain Leigh was strengthened by the

; arrival on the 29th of December of a squadron
of the Nagpir Irregular Cavalry, under Captain
Wood. Drawing to himself one hundred and
fifty men of the 40th Madras Native Infantry
and fifty of the Rémgarh Infantry, Wood attacked
the main body of the rebels the following morning.
Not only did he defeat them and slay three of
their chiefs, but he surrounded the village in
which the principal leader of the insurrection,
Stirandar Sahi, lay concealed. This fact having
been ascertained, the men began searching the

- houses for him.

fitt moma Then occurred one of those untoward events,

point of bis ~ Wrongly called aceidents, which spoil the best-laid
e plans.,  The capture of this chief would have
probably caused the rebellion in the district to
cease, and half an hour’s further search would
have ensured his eapture. But Captain Wood
had been wounded, and just as the search pro-
mised to be successful, the bugle sounded the
recall. That bugle-sound was not only a reprieve
to Sdrandar Sahi; it gave fresh life to the rebellion.
Eﬂwﬁgg But, notwithstanding this, affairs throughout
resiored. Chdtia Ndgptr began to mend with the dawning
year. Onthe 7th January Major Bates forced the
Shérgdti pass; two days later Captain Shake-
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spear stormed the Singhora pass and over-ran the
«country with his cavalry; on the 2lst January
‘Captain Dalton and Lieutenant Graham completely
«iefeated the rebels near the Paldmao fort; and
about’ the same time Colonel Forster, with the
Shakawati battalion, restored order in Singhbhtim.
These successes were followed by others of a
similar character, Captain Dalton pursued the
vebels from place to place. Ably seconded by
Mr. Cockburn—who had strengthened the dispos-
able force by the addition of a wing of the 5th
Madras Native Infantry—and assisted by Colonel
Forster, by Ensign Wardlaw, by Captain Mon-
«erieff, and by other officers placed at his disposal,
he re-established everywhere British authority.
The embers of disaffection continued, however,
to smoulder long after every ememy had disap-
peared from the field, and it was not before the
wlose of 1858 that perfect tranquillity could be
said to reign in every corner of Chiitia Ndgpur.

T . s . £ o, et
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BOOK XII,

CHAPTER II.

Retrospect of TARING the reader with me morth-westward, }

weatern
Bihdr,

propose to narrate now the state of - affairs in
western Bihdr; to explain how the communica-
tions between Kdnhpdr and Allahdbdd had been
preserved; then, proceeding to the A'zamgarh
districts, to show how insurrection triumphed
there for a moment, only to be driven back to-

seek a refuge, destined to be of long duration, in

the districts and jungles which owned the authority
of the remarkable landowner, Kinwar Singh.

I have told in the first volume how the im-
portant division of Western Bihdr, saved by Mzr.
William Tayler during the dark and terrible days.
of June and July 1857, then exposed, by the
wilful blindness of the Government, to dangers
more acute, more vivid, more active, had been:
preserved from immediate destruction by the gal-
lantry of Vicars Boyle, of Wake, of Colvin, and
their companions, and finally, completely rescued
by the splendid daring of Vincent Eyre. I have
recorded the ingratitude with which one of
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these gentlemen, Mr. William Tayler, had been
treated by the Government he had served with
an energy all-absorbing and a success most signal,
and how the other principal actor in the drams,
Vincent Eyre, after storming the stronghold of
Kinwar Singh, had been ordered to join the
avenging army of Outram. From the hour of
their departure a new era was inaugurated in
western Bihdr—an era in which truckling took
the place of independence, and a desire to dis-
cover mistakes in Mr, Tayler’s administration
the determination to suppress, before all, the
dangers threatening the State,

For some weeks after his departure the effect
of Eyre’s victories continued to be felt in western
Bihdr. - The Government, alive at last, after one
revolt had been quelled, to the advisability of
preventing another, had placed under the orders
of Mr. Samuells, the successor of Mr, Tayler, two
hundred Europeans, for the safeguard of Patnd,
and had despatched a gun-boat, under the orders
of the Magistrate of Chaprd, to patrol the banks
of the Ghighrd. But as time went on, the mis-
guided gpirits in the province began to be sensible
that Eyre had left them, and that the spirit of
William Tayler no longer inspired the adminis-
tration.  Though Patn4, thanks to the presence
of British troops, was reported to be quiet, strong
precautionary measures were not the less taken.
The opium godown was fortified, six guns were
placed in position bearing on the town, and the most
stringent measures were taken to avert a collision
between the townspeople and the Europeans.
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! The aspect in the district was even less assur-
haptex IL . - . .
T ing.s Kilnwar Singh, with one thousand men,
7. . had taken up a position on the Sén river, and it
beoame known that dangerous and discontented
characters, such men as his brother Ammar Singh,
Nigbhan Singh, and Jdban Singh, were flocking to
his standard. At the same time, the 5th Trregular
Cavalry, whose disarming Mr. Tayler had before
ineffectually recommended, and whose mutiny in
eastern Bihdr I have already recorded,*® were
allowed to spread over the districts in the western
provinee, and to plunder with impunity.
The diical:  The difficulties of the position in western Bihér
ties in west- .
en pinge were greatly aggravated by the evacuation of
_‘fgﬁ‘;‘;{:&:“ Gordkhpir by the British civil authorities, ‘one
elsehere.  nlone excepted,t on the 13th August, and sub-
sequently by all; by the consequent pressure of
rebels into British districts from Oudh; and by
the exposure of the districts of Chaprd, Cham-
piran, and Mozaffarpir to the incursions of the
~ Jeader of the Oudh rebels, Mehndi Husén.
:;Palﬁﬂl':;:?:fﬁi These difficulties soon came to a head. The
sppronch | mutinous 5th Irregulars, finding no one to oppose
i their course, destroyed the public buildings ab
Noéda, and marched in the direction of Gay4.
Rattray, with a small force of Sikhs and Euro-
peans, numbering about two hundred, had been
posted to protect Gayd. Buf, learning that the
rebels were approaching that place, he, acting on
Hattey - the strongly pressed advice of Mr. Alonzo Money,

marches to

e m, marched out on the 8th September to attack

* Vide page 133.
4+ The exception was Mr. F. M. Bird, the joint magistrate.
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them. But the rebels, almost all mounted,* took
advantage of Rattray’s advance from his base to go
round his position—inflicting upon him in his vain
attempts to hinder them, a loss of twenty wounded
-—and to reach Gayd some hours before he could
fall back. Arrived at Gayd, they liberated four
hundred prisoners from the jail, and attacked the
fortified house which the residents had prepared
as a place of refuge. But in this attempt they
were repulsed, owing mainly to the spirited con-
duct of Mr. Skipwith Tayler, son of the late
Commisgioner of Patnd.

The disorder was subsequently further aggra-
vated by the mutiny, on the 9th October, of two
companies of the 32nd Native Infantry at Déogarh
and by threatened movements on the part of
Ktnwar Singh. The Commissioner had at his
disposal Rattray’s Sikhs, a portion of the Naval
Brigade, under Captain Sotheby. Colonel Fis-
cher’s brigade of Madras troops entered the western
Bihdr districts early in October. Besides which,
Lieutenant Stanton of the Engineers was at
Sahasrdm and its vicinity, and the energy, the zeal,
and the activity of this officer compensated to a
very great extent for the paucity of fighting men.

Rattray was the first to come in contact with
the rebellious sepoys. This officer had avenged
his disaster of the 8th September by defeating &
body of rebels on the 7th of the following month

* They consisted of the 5th Acompanying them was a
Irregulars and other horse- large party of marauders,
men who had mutinied, some mounted on ponier,
amounting to six hundred. 'some on fool.
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Boox X11.  at Akbarpdr, and he now went in pursuit of the

446 THE DEFENCE OF THE LINE

Ohapter It mutinous 82nd.  On the 6th November he caught
Nooor. . them at the village of Dhanchda. The numbers

on both gides were equal, and the contest was
gevere. Night fell whilst the combat was raging ;
then, covered by darkness, the rebels effected a
retreat.

The events which followed each other in
western Bihdr until the formation of Colonel
Roweroft’s force in November, present a constant
succession of skirmishes, of movements against
petty forts, and similar occurrences of a purely
local character. To Roweroft I shall return shortly.

Therond  But before doing g0 it seems incumbent upon me,
Kinmisana for the clearness of the subsequent narrative,
Allshibdd. {6 describe, as concisely as may be, the ocour-
rences in the distriets and on the grand trunk
road between Allahdbdd and Kénhpir during the
period intervening between Sir Colin Campbell’s
battle of Kénhpir and the final fall of Lakhnao.
%‘:{E‘;}i‘: ab After the battle of Kénhpir Brigadier Carthew
was detached, with the Madras brigade, to com-
mand at Fathpir. The command was an impor-
tant one, as it was exposed to attacks from the
districts south-west of Kénhpar—from Kalpi,
from Jhénsi, from Bandalkhand. Fathpir, more-
over faced—a narrow strip of land on the right
bank of the Ganges alone intervening—the south-
western frontier of Oudh, and was at any mo-
ment liable to incursions from flying parties of
rebels. It devolved, therefore, upon Carthew,
not only to thrust back attacks from these oppo-
site quarters, but to guard intact the trunk road
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—the line of communication between Kdnhptr
and Allabdibdd. The fact that troops and well-
guarded convoys were constantly marching up
the road doubtless facilitated his task, and en-
abled him to employ advantageously such passing
troops to aid him in clearing the districts lining
the road.

The duties devolving upon the officer com-
manding at the south-eastern end of the line of
which I am writing—the station of Allahdbdd—
were of not less importance. Situated at the
confluence of the great rivers the Jamnd and
the Ganges, abutting alike on Bandalkhand, on
Oudh, and on the disturbed districts of A'zam-
garh and Jénpir, Allahdbdd was a place always
threatened, and yet to be preserved at all risks.
Allahdbdd was, in fact, at once the outlying fron-
tier fortress of the province of Bihdr, and its key.

At the time of which I am writing, December
1857 and January 1858, the officer commanding
at Allahibdd was Brigadier Campbell.

Carthew took up his command at Fathpir on
the 19th December. Just before he arrived (11th
December) a small party under Colonel Barker,
R.A., had made a raid amongst the disaffected
villages in the district, had burned some, and had
expelled the turbulent villagers from others. In
this way the district- had been purged of its dis-
loyal citizens. The revenue returns and the
supply of provisions to the headquarters proved,
almost at once, how very beneficial had been these
domiciliary - 7isits.

The expelled villagers had fled across the
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Ulmief_llll Jamnd, and it was on the ri.ght bank of this

Y river, from Kalpi down to Bandé, that mutineers

oy, from Gwidlidr, Jhansi, and Bandalkhand, even

the right  fugitives from Fathgarh, now began to assemble.

bak of the A mongst them were the Réjé of Chikéni and a

brother and nephew of Ndnd Sdhib; some ac-

counts even spoke of Ndnd Sdhib himself. Uer-

tain it is that the rebel leaders who had their

headquarters at Juldptir on the Bétwa, near

Kdlpi, exorcised the right of sovereignty by call-

ing upon the landowners west of the Jamnd to

furnish money and recruits for the service of the
representative of the Péshwd.

Dty Across the Jamnd it was not possible to act.

country on  The Commander-in-Chief, however, 'deemed it

the loft bank, gonecially advisable that the distriots to the east

of that river should be kept clear of the muti-

neers. In accordance, then, with instructions

which he issued, Carthew marched on the 10th

January with a small force (two horse artillery

guns, four companies Rifle Brigade, two hundred

17th Madras Native Infantry) along the Kénhptr

road. On reaching Jahdudbdd, he turned.west-

ward towards Kélpi, communicated with the 34th

Regiment, sent from Keénhpir to co-operate with

him, and then moved on Bhognipiir. The oceu-

pation of this place, the locality of which has

already been indicated,* forced the several rebel

parties who had come over from Kilpi to recross the

river. Carthew then, in compliance with an ovder

received from Brigadier Inglis, pushed on to Sikan-

* Vide page 228,
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dra, and then returned leisurely, vid Kdnhpur, to
Fathptr. He had thoroughly purged the district
of rebels.

About the same time (5th January) Brigadier
Campbell, with a brigade composed of the 79th
Highlanders, a regiment of the Rifle Brigade,
some foot and horse artillery, and a newly-raised
cavalry levy, the Bandras Horse, effectually cleared
the districts near Allahdbdd, on the left bank of
the Ganges. His operations were in every respect
suceessful, and in three encounters which he had
with the rebels the latter admitted a considerable
loss.

Bug the efforts of these columns occasionally
despatched into the districts could not prevent

-a fresh appearance of the enemy after their de-
parture. It was natural that so long as the
Lakhnao question remained unsolved the delta
west of Kénhpiir, that is the narrow strip lying
between the two great arteries the Glanges and
the Jamna, should be constantly threatened, and
almost as constantly invaded. It was necessary,
therefore, to patrol the entire district. In March
a moveable column,* commanded by Lieutenant-
Colonel Christie, engaged in this work, moved
down to the village of Dhdna, near the left bank
of the Jamnd, to prevent a threatened passage of
the river at that point. Christie found the enemy
oceupying Sirdoli, a town in the Hamirpir district,

* Onel2-pounder howitzer, men, 80th Foot; two hundred
one 6-pounder gun; seventy and fifty.seven, 17th Madras
men, Irregular Cavalry; Native Infantry,
two hundred and forty-four ™

1, 29
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Boox X11. on the right bank opposite Dhéna, and engaged
Chapter IT, . 3 . S
227" in firing on that village. By a judicious advance
o358 of his artillery, he drove the enemy from Sirdoli,

and set fire to the town, but the want of boats
prevented him from crossing in pursuit.

Eftect on the  Occasional raids still continued. On the 26th

st ® Marcha corps of rebels crossed the Jamnd near

Lakhuao.  Hamirpiir, plundered and burned the village of
Ghdtampir, and then returned. But this was
an expiring effort. The fall of Lakhnao placed
an overwhelming force at the disposal of the
Commander-in-Chief, whilst, on the western
side of the Jamn4, another active leader, whose
name will occupy a most prominent part in the
succeeding volume, was pressing, with all the
decision and enterprise of a great commander,
the chiefs and leaders whose troops had so long
been attempting to harass the British line of
communications. It was just after the fall of
Lakhnao that the action of Sir Hugh Rose and
General Whitlock began to make itself felt. Just
then, too, Sir Colin Campbell despatched a small
force, under Colonel Maxwell, to Kalpi. The
proceedings of these several forces will be nar-
rated in their due course. Meanwhile it may be
stated that the work of supervision and control
exercised by Brigadier Carthew had been emi-
nently useful to the Commander-in-Chief.

450 BFFECT OF THE FALL OF LAKHNAO,

Roweroftanda W hat Roweroft and Sotheby had effected with
Fotheby.  their brigades up to the time of their ocen-
pation of Gorakhpir, 1 have already narrated.*

* Pages 321 to 324
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I propose now to take up the story of their action
from the point where I left them, and to show
how it was that the Azamgarh and Jénpir districts
fell again into extraordinary confusion.

Roweroft, arriving at Gordkhptr on the 19th
February, had defeated the rebels on the 20th,
and on the 25th had been left, by the departure
towards Lakhnao of the Nipalese, in command at
Gordkhptr. Two days prior to his arrival, Cap-
tain Sotheby, R.N., of the Naval Brigade, who
was escorting boats up the river Gdghrd with a
force of one hundred and thirty men of that bri-
gade, thirty-five Sikhe, and sixty Nipalese, had
attacked and captured the fort of Chandipir,
garrisoned by three hundred men. This fort was
gitnated on the left bank of the river, in the
midst of a dense bamboo jungle. Yet so well
planned was Captain Sotheby’s attack, that the
capture of the fort and the guns and the pro-
perty it contained cost his force a loss of only
four wounded! Amongst these was Captain
Charles Weston, of the 36th Native Infantry, a
very gallant officer. It is due to add that the
attack was most efficiently aided by the guns of
a river steamer—the Jumnd.

Within the Britigh district of Gordkbpir, sixty-
eight: miles to the west of it, and nine miles east
of Faizdbéd in Oudh, is the town of A'mérha.
Thither Roweroft now marched, and on the 4th
March took up a position not far from the in-
trenched camp of Bélwé, then occupied by a large
rebel force. The rebel force alluded to was com-

29 %
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Soox XIL.  posed of upwards of fourteen thousand men, led
T2 by the pseudo-Ndzim Méhndi Husén, the Réjés of

M%  Gondah and Chardah, and other disaffected chiefs,
Included in their ranks were two thousand five
hundred trained sepoys, composed of the 1st, 10th,
and 53rd Native Infantry, recently completed to
five bundred men each, seven hundred men of the
9nd Oudh Police, and about three hundred of

the 5th Regiment Gwiélidr contingent.
They warch ~ 'The approach of Roweroft disconcerted the
Hoawuct  hopes which these rebel chieftains had entertained
of taking advantage of the concentration of the
main British army before Lakhnao to make a raid
down into A'zamgarh and Janpir districts, and if
possible to reach Bandras. But there was, it
seemed to them, one mode—and a very certain
mode—whereby to rid themselves of Roweroft
and his following, and then to prosecute their
intentions. This was to attack him, with the
vagtly superior force at their disposal, as he lay

' at A'morha.

and ave Thus thinking, they acted. Early on the morn-
tofoied,  ing of the 5th March they marched towards
the British camp, distant from them some seven
miles. They had approached at half-past 8
within a mile of it when they were met by Row-
croft and Sotheby and Richardson. A severe
contest ensued. The trained sepoys of the rebel
force fought with great courage and determina-
tion, but they lacked the cool leading of the
European officer, which, under other ecircum-
stances, had so often led them to victory. So-
theby’s Naval Brigade greatly distinguished itself

452 COMBAT OF AMORHA.
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The enemy were already shaken when Richardson
ordered the Yeomanry Cavalry to charge. The
first charge caused the enemy to waver, another
compelled them to give ground, a third drove
them in headlong flight from the field. They were
then pursued to their intrenchments at Bélwd,
losing between four and five hundred killed and
wounded, and abandoning eight guns on the

S
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field. The intrenchments at Bélwé gave them a

safe refuge, for the cavalry could not penetrate
within them.

Roweroft remained at A'mdrha waiting for re-
inforcements to enable him to attack the sfrong
position of the rebels. Subsequently, on the
17th April, and again on the 25th, he met and
defeated them in the plain between the two
positions ; but before this had happened, events
had occurred in the distriets to his left rear—the
districts of A'zamgarh and Jénptr—which compel
me to reburn thither.

I have already related how Kinwar Singh,
after his expulsion by Vincent Eyre from Jag-
dispir, had hung about the districts of western
Bihér to the terror of the successor of Mr. William
Tayler and of the Government of Bengal. One
of the three natives of India thrown up to the sur-
face by the mutiny, who showed any pretensions
to the character of a strategist—the others being
Téntia Topi and the Oudh Moulvi— Kinwar
Singh had carefully forborne to risk the fortunes
of his diminished party by engaging in a conflict
which, however favourable might be its commence-
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454  HB RESOLVES TO MAKE A DIVERSION.

Chanios 1. Tent, must certainly end in his complete defeat.
I Shahﬁbécli, though the region of his birth, the
Mareh,  district in which lay his confiscated estates,

His potiocy.  was too carefully watched, he felt, to present the

chances which would alone justify in his eyes a
departure from his system of reserve. His actual

Hisforce.  force was small. He had with him about twelve

hundred gepoys, trained in the Indian army, and

a few hundreds of untrained adherents, dependents

of himself, his brother, and other discontented

land-owners of the province. With guch a

force he could not hope to make a serious im-

pression, But when he saw how British troops

were being hurried up from every quarter to

take part in the attack on Lakhnao, when he

heard that the Nipdlese and Franks had pushed on

for that city, leaving the western frontier of the

British provinees bordering Oudh comparatively

He resclves  denuded of troops, then he saw his opportunity,

raken  then he resolved to make a push for eastern Oudh,

S and combining with the numberless rebels still at

large in that part, to make a dash on A'zamgarh,

and, successful there, to avenge the storming of
Jagdispir by a dash on Allahdbdd or Banéras.

Fortune greatly favoured him. At the moment

when he crossed into Oudh, Roweroft at A'mdrha

wasg confronting the intrenched camp of the rebels

at Bélwd. His inability to storm that position had

singularly encouraged the enemy. They, too, like

Kénwar Singh, had designs on Azamgarh, and

though their main plan had been for the moment

baffled by the defeat inflicted upon their attacking

columns on the 5th March, yet Roweroft’s inability
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to follow up his victory had incited them to
pursue their original design by other means. Still
holding the camp at Bélwé, thay detached then a
considerable force to the south-east, and this force,
during its march, attracted to itself many detach-
ments which had escaped the bayonets and horse-
men of the victorious Franks. With these troops,
Kinwar Singh succeeded in effecting a junction
at A'trdolia on the 17th or 18th March.

The Azamgarh district was then guarded by a
gmall British force consisting of two hundred and
six men of the 87th Regiment, sixty Madras
cavalry, the 4th, and two light guns, under the
command of Colonel Milman of the 37th. At the
time when Kinwar Singh and his rebel allies took
up their position at Atrdolia, Milman was en-
camped in the district at Koelsa, not far from
Azamgarh. The distance between Azamgarh and
Atréolia is twenty-five miles. The reader will
recollect that Atrdolia is the fortress which, on the
9th Novembher preceding, had been captured by
Colonel Longden, and by him partially burnt and
destroyed. Dependent upon it was a small fort,
comparatively insignificant. The fortress itself
covered a number of strong buildings, all loop-
holed. The outer wall was fifteen feet high.

On the afternoon of the 21st March, Milman
received from Mr. Davies, magistrate of Azam-
garh, the intelligence of the vicinity of the rebels.
He at once broke up his camp, marched all night,
and at daybreak on the 22nd, came upon the ad-
yanced guard of the enemy’s force, not occupying
the forts, but posted in three or four mango-
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456 MILMAN PUSHES BACK THE REBELS,

L groves, contiguous to each other. Without giving
apter 11 . v .

——  them time to recover from their surprise, he at-

ﬁffﬁ; tacked and defeated them, the 4th Madras Cavalry

behaving with great dash and resolution. The

enemy being dispersed, Milman determined, before

advancing further, to give the men their break-

N e sy fasts. He accordingly halted in the mango-groves

"7 whence he had expelled the rebels, and his men,

piling their arms, prepared to enjoy the matutinal

meal. But the cup was dashed to the ground

just as the hand was about to raise it to the

whenthe  ling, The breakfast was almost ready when in-

atn "™ formation was suddenly brought to Milman that
the enemy were advancing in great force !

Milsian's It was too true. At last the opportunity for

Ko™ swhich Kénwar Singh had longed through so many

Bingh pio-  dreary months had come to him. An enemy,
though European, yet vastly inferior in numbers ;
an enemy worn out by a long ‘march, by depri-
vation of sleep, by fasting; an enemy twenty-five
miles from his base and with no supports! What
more could a general long for ? Everything was
in his favour. Kinwar Singh, then, marched to
avictory which he deemed assured. The imagi-
nation can almost picture him making to the con-
fidant by his side an exclamation near akin to that
which burst from the lips of Wellington when he
noticed the false movement of Marmont which
brought on the battle of Salamanca ! *

Milman Yes, Milman was lost. Galloping forward,

endeavours to

cheok sbe  followed by some skirmishers, as soon as he re-

# «Mon cher Alava, Marmont est perdu.”
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ceived the news of which I have spoken, the
English leader beheld the enemy in great strength,
some covered by & mud wall, others in fields of
sugarcane and in topes of trees. Still, hoping
that a daring movement on his part would check
their further progress, he ordered an advance.
But the numbers of the enemy exceeded his in
the proportion of eight to one. Outflanked, it
was impossible to advance. Forced back, he ab
least maintained a bold front. The enemy, never
attempting to charge, contented themselves with
a steady advance and a steady musketry fire.
Once, indeed, as the British troops neared the
camp at Koelsa, which they had quitted the pre-
vious evening, the rebels made a desperate effort
to outflank them. Buf a timely charge of the 4th
Madras Cavalry, which had shown remarkable
steadiness, frustrated this movement. Then it
was that, tired, ‘'worn out, wearied, having lost
many men in killed and wounded, the survivors
found their way into the encamping ground of
Koelsa.

Not, however, to find a refuge there. The
rumour of their mishap had preceded them. A
panic had seized the camp-followers, most of whom
had fled taking their bullocks with them. The foe
was still near; the camp was not defensible; there
was no food. Milman, then, abandoning the camp
equipage, continued hig retreat to Azamgarh. He
reached that place the same day, and whilst
making every preparation to defend it in case it
should be attacked, sent off expresses to Bandras,
Allahébdd, and Lakhnao for assistance.
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458 TLORD CANNING HEARS OF THR DISASTER.

33:{;5_?111‘ The express despached to Bandras reached that
- """ station on the 24th March. Forty-six men of the
,,Ilf,‘.ﬁ. Madras Rifleg were instantly despatched' to Azam-
gomerein-  garh. The following day one hundred and fifty
reaan ™ men of the 37th Regiment from Ghézipir, and two
Ammgarh.  days later one hundred and thirty of the same regi-
ment, reached Azamgarh, and penetrated within
the intrenchment before it had been attacked
by the rebels. Colonel Dames of the 37th then
assumed the command. On the 27th he attempted
a gsortie with two hundred Europeans, two guns,
and sixty Madras cavalry, and though suc-
cessful at first, was repulsed with the loss of one
officer and eleven men killed and wounded. He
then retreated into the intrenchment, and thence-
forward acted on the defensive.

Lowd Cancing ~ The express despatched to Allahdbdd reached
f.f?;f;;:.f-a that place on the 27th. Lord Canning was at
disaster,  Allahdbdd. The mnews caused him anxiety.
Knowing what sort of a man Kiinwar Singh was,
that he possessed audacity and courage, and that
he knew the value of time in military operations,
he realised at once the danger of the situation.
§EL ok once He saw how possible it was for the Jagdisptr
magnitade.  Chieftain, reinforced as he daily was by troops who
‘had escaped from Lakbnao, to overwhelm Milman
at Azamgarh, and then rapidly traversing the
eighty-one miles which separated that place from
Bandras, then almost ungarrisoned, to seize that
important city, and thus sever the communications
between Calcutta on the one side and the Governor-
General of India at Allahdbdd and the Commander-

in-Chief of the army at Lakhnao on the other.
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Just then the headquarters and right wing
of the 13th Light Infantry happened to be at
Allahébdd. The officer commanding that regi-
ment was Colonel Lord Mark Kerr. Lord
Canning at once ordered Lord Mark to pro-
ceed with all haste with his regiment to Bandras,
and picking up there whatever troops might be
available, to push on to Azamgarh and check
Kénwar Singh.

Lord Mark Koerr, responding promptly to the
call, set out that same evening, reached Bandras
on the 31st March, picked up there a troop—
fifty-five men and two officers—of the Queen’s
Bays, seventeen gunners and one officer, with two
6-pounder guns and two 5}-inch mortars, and
started thence for Azamgarh at 10 o’clock on the
night of the 2nd April. With the wing of the
13th were three hundred and seventy-two men
and nineteen officers. His entire force consisted,
then, of twenty-two officers and four hundred
and forty-four men.

Marching with all speed, Lord Mark Kerr reached
Sarséna, eight miles from Azamgarh, the evening
of the 5th. There he received, and during the
night continued to receive, most pressing letters
from the staff officer at Azamgarh, begging him to
push on without a moment’s delay. But to march
a force of four hundred and forty-four men across
a country utterly unknown to any of them, to re-
lieve a place besieged by an army whose numbers
certainly exceeded five thousand, and might amount
to fifteen thousand, was an idea not to be enter-
tained by a prudent commander. Defeat would
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é;h‘f:m}f?x but precipitate the evil he had been sent to avert.
—  Lord Mark Kerr, then, wisely resolved to defer

s, his march till the day should approach its dawn.
Homarches  He set out at 4 o’clock on the morning of

ﬁﬂdthfoit; on the 6th—a reconnoitring party of the Bays, with

the rebels  whom wag Lord Mark, leading the way. After a

march of two hours, Lord Mark observed some

buildings and a mango grove to the left of the

road, and the banked ditches of the fields to the

right of it, to be crowded with sepoys lying in

ambush and evidently’ on the look-out for him.

Making as though he had not observed them, he

made his cavalry dismount, and halted till his

train of elephants, camels, and carts had closed up;

he then despatched a company of the 13th to the

right with the view of forcing back the enemy’s left,

and of thus opening a way for the progress of the

::: nfgh*-ﬂ train. In this he so far succeeded, that the rebels

i foll back on the left, but almost at the same time

a heavy fire opened from the buildings and the

mango groves of which I have spoken, and which,

on the left of the road from the British advancing

line, constituted the ememy’s right. Lord Mark

threw out hig men in skirmishing order and brought

up the guns, which, at a distance of five hundred

yards, begen to throw shrapnel into the buildings.

oot difi- . The enemy, however, were go numerous, and were

position. so completely on all four gides of him, that it re-

quired all the soldierly skill of the British leader to

keep them at a distance. His position was compli-

cated by the necessity of defending the large train

of animals accompanying the force, and the ecapture

of which would, naturally, be a special object of

460 LORD MARK ATTACKS THE REBELS.
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the rebels, These animals, when the action had
begun, had. turned round with fright and bolted
to the rear, the mahouts clinging to the elephants,
whilst the drivers, descending from the carts, had
run off, calling upon the trees and bushes to cover
them. [Everything now depended upon Lord
Mark’s ability to make head against the enemy.
Up to this time, when the fight had lasted an
hour, though he still held the position he had
taken up, he had made no impression upon them ;
and just at the moment he could discern in rear
of their skirmishers their reserves forming up in
quarter-distance column, whilst a large body
was being detached with the evident purpose of
penetrating between him and the baggage animals.
In this, before long, the rebels partly succeeded ;
for they set fire to many of the carts.

The situation was critical. The two 6-pounders
had been gradually brought to within sixty yards
of the main building, without, however, producing
the required effect. Lord Mark was anxious to
try the effect of shelling, but the two mortars were
g0 located, that, to use them with effect, it had
become necessary to cause the gunners and their
supports to fall back, and Lord Mark had noticed
that the smallest retrograde movement caused
the enemy to rise to their feet and, with loud
shouts, display their nambers with a view to en-
circle him. But he felt the main building must be
carried at any price. At last the two 6-pounders
effected a small breach, and volunteers being called
for, some thirty or forty men rushed to the storm.
They found the breach not quite practicable, but,

Q.
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b far from falling back, they set to work vigorously
to enlarge it. Their labours disclosing an inner
s wall yet uninjured, Lord Mark recalled them, and
fiie spondia Tesumed practice with his guns. Before the men
persoveraned fol] back, they set fire to the wooden portions of
the building. The guns then re-opened fire, but
the effect they produced was slight, since, to main-
tain his position, Lord Mark was forced to use
one of them to throw shrapnel at the rebels in the
rear of his right flank. Gradually, however, pro-
iscrowned  gress was made, and Lord Mark was meditating a
with suceess.  gocond assault, when the flames, which, despite
the efforts made to subdue ‘them, had been gra-
dually spreading, forced the rebels to evacuate the
building. Instantly, a pursuit was ordered, the

Bays rushed to the front, and the day was won!

The rebels But while the position of the rebels in front
nanhileol was being thus forced, they had completed the

made, men circle, and were now  attacking the rear of Lord

bagzuge.  Mark’s small force. In this part of the field a
high embankment crossed the road. This em-
bankment the enemy now seized. Captain Wilson
Jones of the 13th, commanding the company of
that regiment which formed the rear guard, at
once faced about and charged them. Ie drove
the enemy back, but lost his own life.

Lord Marls Lord Mark’s position was now peculiar. He

b tho o had pierced the enemy's centre; the way to

Mujor Tyler, Azamgarh lay open to him; on his left, the
rebels, torrified by the defeat in the centre, were
rapidly falling back; but on the right, notwith-
standing the success of the charge just narrated,
they still ocoupied s menacing position, The
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drivers and the cartmen had run away, and the
baggage remained exposed. Under these cireum-
stances, Liord Mark resolved to leave a sufficient
force to hold front to the right, whilst he should
push on to Azamgarh, and return with the Madras
sepoys he might find therve, who, on a pinch,
would drive the ecarts. No doubt he calculated
that the enemy, believing themselves threatened
hy the movement, would be glad to retreat while
they could. Sending, then, Major Tyler of the
13th, a cool and capable officer, to command the
rear and baggage gnards, he pushed forward on
the Azamgarh road. The enemy’s right wing,
noticing the movement, beat a hasty retreat.

No sooner had the enemy retreated than many of
the carters and drivers and mahouts reappeared,
and Major Tyler pushed on rapidly after his chief.
No further oppositionn was offered. A village
which had to be traversed, and which might have
been easily defended with a few men, was aban-
doned. The bridge across the river leading to
the intrenchment was reached at 11 o’clock. This
bridge had been rendered impassable by the
rebels, and after their flight they still continued
to maintain a heavy fire on it. It was repaired
under this fire by Lieutenant Colomb, R.A., acting
under the orders of Lord Mark. As soon as it
had been rendered serviceable, the Madras Rifles
crossed it in compliance with a request made by
Lord Mark, and the convoy'was brought in in
. safety,

This gallant little action reflects the greatest
credit on the troops and the commander. Lord
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o Mark was accompanied by Lieutenant-Colonel
P Longden of the 10th Foot and Mr. Venables, the
;g‘:’:ﬁ'. daring indigo-planter, whose previous gallant

achievements have brought him more than once
before the reader; and no doubt the previous
experience of these two gallant men was useful
to him. But he was the leader; upon him it
depended whether to advance against numbers or
to retreat hefore nmumbers. Upon his shoulders
rested the responsibility, and to him must be
accorded the praise. When it was urged upon
him to abandon the convoy and to make for the
intrenchments, he merely replied “Wait a bib:
we'll win yet,”’ and persevered. The number
against whom he contended did not, at the lowest
computation, fall short of four thousand men, and
probably greatly exceeded it. Against these, de-
ducting his baggage guards, he could not put in
line more than three hundred men. In the daring,
the conduct, and the success of -the achievement,
Lord Mark Kerr’s relief of Azamgarh may be
classed with Vincent Eyre’s relief of Arah.
fq’ﬁﬁf:ﬁ?:a Nor, whilst awarding Lord Mark Kerr this high
daring. praise for his daring, can History deny him the
' not inferior merit of military prudence. The im-
ploring letters he receiyed for immediate aid on
his arrival at Sarsdna might have induced a less
prudent commander to start: that might on an
errand, the accomplishment of which successfully
might well be supposed to depend on the most
absolute promptitude. There can be no more tor-
menting pressure on the mind of a commander than
the knowledge that his countrymen within a few

464 CREDIT DUE TO LORD MARK KERR.
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miles of him may perish for want of immediate
relief ; that the few hours of the night, well em-
ployed, would bring them that relief; but that
prudential considerations compel him not to use
those hours. Lord Mark Kerr felt that pressure,
and yet had the wisdom to resist it.

The state of affairs at Azamgarh was bad in-
deed. Milman’s force, after its precipitate and
disastrous retreat, had marched straight into the
intrenchments within the jail, leaving the town
to the mercy of the rebels. But these moved so
cautiously that the reinforcements of which I have
spoken * were able to enter. Two days later the
rebels occupied the town and beleaguered the jail.
Fortunately, thig was surrounded by a deep ditch,
and Kinwar Singh did not care to risk an assault.
He invested the place, and trusted to the effects
of famine and an unremitting fire, He even
had it in contemplation to blockade the jail and
to march on Bandras, and there can be no doubt
that this programme would have been carried
out but for the splendid achievement of Lord
Mark Kerr.

The action fought by Lord Mark had cost the
British a casualty list large in proportion to the
number engaged, eight officers and men being
killed and thirty-four severely or dangerously
wounded. At such a price the defeat of Kinwar
Singh wag cheaply purchased. That leader had
showed himself greater as a strategist than a tac-
tician. His plan of campaign was admirable, bub

# Vide page 458.
11, 30
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in carrying it into execution he committed many
serious errors. Milman gave him a great, an un-
expected opportunity. He had that officer at his
mercy. When Milman’s men were waiting for
their breakfast in the mango grove near Atrdolia,
it was in the power of Kinwar Singh to cut them
off from Azamgarh. He preferred to attack them
in front. Then the pursuit was not pressed on
with sufficient vigour. A capable commander
would still have cut them off. Once having seen
them housed in Azamgarh, he should have left
a portion of his force to blockade them, pressed
on with the remainder towards Bandras, and
oceupied o position in which he could have en-
gaged Lord Mark Kerr with advantage. He had
at his disposal, it subsequently transpired, about
twelve thousand men. To oppose these the fow
men led by Lord Mark were alone available.
Everything was within his grasp had he dared to
stretch out his hand. The chances are that,
capable man as he was, he saw all this. Tt was
his misfortune to have under him many petty
leaders, all wishing to be supreme !

1 have now recorded the result of the message
sent from Azamgarh to Bandras and Allahdbdd.
Another result was produced by the message
despatched to Lakhnao. What that was will be

- narrated when I return to the army still massed

in the conquered city.
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BOOK XII,

CHAPTER IIIL

I weer Sir Colin Campbell master, on the 21st
March, of Lakhnao. I propose to marrate now
the measures which he adopted to reap every
possible -1dvantage from his conquest.

Three main objects first presented themselves
to his attention. The first was the strengthen-
ing of the weak places which had been threatened
during his advance ; the second, the formation of
a moveable column for the reconquest of western
and north-western Oudh; the third, the recon-
quest of Rohilkhand. Combined with this last
was the necessity of holding out a hand to the
brigade of Seaton, left at Fathgarh, and to the
columns of Jones and Penny still accomplishing,

The action

still remain -
ing to be ac.
complished.

or about to accomplish, the work which had .

remained to be earried out in the north-west.
On the 24th March Sir Colin detailed a cons
siderable force to constztute for the moment, the
80 *>



468 LUGARD IS ORDERED TO AZAMGARH.

Boox XII.
Chapter LIL

1858,
Mareh.
Bir B, Lugard
ig orderved to
Alzgamgarh,

garrison of Lakhnao* The command of this
force was entrusted to Sir Hope Grant.

On the 28th the Military Train, the 10th
Regiment, and a field battery left for Allahdbad.
The same day Sir Colin received information of
Milman’s disaster near Azamgarh, narrated in the
previous chapter. His movement to repair the
misfortune was as prompt as could be desired.
On the 29th Sir E. Lugard was despatched, with
a brigade of infantry (10th,t 84th, 84th), seven
hundred Sikh sabres, and eighteén pieces of ar-
tillery, by the direct road to Azamgarh, taking
Atrdolia en route. Whilst Lugard would thus
relieve Azamgarh, the advance of Jang Bahadar’s
force towards Faizabdd, on their return to Nipil,
would, it was hoped, relieve Roweroft, whom I
left encamped at Amérah.

I propose, in the first instance, to follow the
course of Sir B, Lugard. But before setting out
with him I may state that there still remained
at Lakhnao four regiments of cavalry and eight
of infantry, with artillery in proportion, to be
accounted for. These were constituted as a
moveable column, at the head of which was placed
Brigadier-General Walpole. To him I shall revert
in due course,

* Two troops horse artil-
lery ; two field batteries ; foar
garrison batteries; one com-
pany engineers; three com-
panies pioneers.

The 2nd Dragoon Guards ;
the Lahér Light Horse; lst
Bikh Cavalry ; Hodson's
Horse ; the 20th, 28rd, 58Lh,

53rd, 90th, 97th Regiments,
and 1st Madras Fusiliers ;
Headquarters 27th Madras
Native Infantry ; 5th Panjib
Infantry.

+ The 10th had started on
the 28th en route to England,
but were recalled by an ex-
press that night,
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Lugard left Lakhnao on the 29th March. The
distance to Azamgarh was fifteen marches. Push-
ing on as rapidly as possible he reached Sultdnpir
the 5th April. Tt had been his intention to cross
the Giamti at this place, and march direct on
Azamgarh.  But to carry out this plan would
have necessitated a week’s delay. The bridge
had been destroyed by fire, and there were no
boats. Under these circumstances he resolved
to continue his march down the right bank, and
to make, in the first instance, for Janpir.

A few miles only from Jénpir, to the north-
west of it, and on the direct road from Sultdn-
ptr, lies the village of Tigra. Within four miles
of this village a rebel force of three thousand
men, one third of whom were trained sepoys,
and two guns, under the command of Ghildm
Hiisén, had appeared on the 10th April, threaten-
ing Jénpdr. The following day this rebel force
attacked and burnt a considerable village within
six miles of Tigra. The afternoon of that day
Lugard reached Tigra, and heard of the vicinity
of the rebels, He had made a sixteen-mile march,
his troops were exhausted, the heat of the day
excessive. He therefore resolved to remain
where he was for the day. Towards evening,
however, he received information that the rebels
were on the move. He at once turned out hisg

- ~men, dashed after them, caught and attacked

them. The rebels attempted for a moment to
stand, but they could not resist the terrible on-
slaught of the cavalry. After a short resistance,
they turned and fled, leaving eighty killed and

G,

Boox XIT.
Chupter II1.

1858,
March-April.
He sets aut
29th March,

and defeats
the rehels
near Tigra.



G

Boox X1i. their two guns on the field. On the side of the
Chapter I1L. . ' ) !
P vietors six sowars were wounded. There was
rna. but one killed-—but the loss was the loss of a most
gallant officer, who had rendered excellent service
Doath of  during the mutiny. He who fell was Lieutenant
avelock.  Charles Havelock, a nephew of the remowned
general.

Lugard marched on the next day to Didarganj,
relieved the Girkahs at Jénpar by three com-
panies of the 37th Regiment, and then pushed on

Nasmgerh,  for Azamgarh. On the 14th he was within seven
miles of that place. Azamgarh was still invested
by the force under Kanwar Singh, computed to
be thirteen thousand strong; but if that leader
had been unable to force his way into the British
intrenchment when it was occupied by Milman’s
small force, still less was he capable of making
an impression upon it after the reinforcements

Plaas of the from Ghaziptir and Bandras had reached the place.

British 5 Trdeed, the British gaxrrison had been so greatly
increased that, had it taken the field, it might
have ended the campaign at a blow. Colonel
Dames, who commanded, was, however, restrained
from action by the express orders of Sir Colin,
and directed to await in his intrenched position

_the arrival of Sir E. Lugard. The rebels, there-
fore, still occupied the town, and still threat-
ened tho intrenchment., On the approach of
Lugard, on the 15th, Kinwar Singh drew up his
forces along the banks of the little river Tons,
commanding the bridge of boats across it, and
resolved to dispute the passage. But the wily
chieftain had matured plans far deeper than even

470 LUGARD MOVES ON AZAMGARH.
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those about him could fathom. He knew very
well that the soldiers who had failed to stop the
small force of Lord Mark Kerr would have no
chance against the more considerable brigade of
Sir E. Lugard. He therefore so arranged his
forces that whilst those upon whom he could
mosgt depend should defend the passage of the
Tons as long as possible, the great bulk, travers-
ing the town, should march with all speed to the
Ganges; and, crossing that river at or near
Ghaziptir, should endeavour to reach his
native jungles at Jagdisptr, there to renew the
war.

Lugard attacked the rebels with great vigour.
But for some time he failed to make any im-
pression upon them. They held the bridge of
boats with a resolution and perseverance worthy
of veterans, and it was not until they had by
their long resistance ensured the safety of their
comrades that they fell back. Lugard then
erossed the Tong, and at once detached half a
troop of horse artillery, the Military Lrain, and
two squadrons 3rd Sikh Cavalry in pursuit. In
this action Mr. Venables, the indigo-planter,
always to the front, always daring, and always,
from his intimate acquaintance with the country,
eminently useful, was severely wounded. To the
regret. of every soldier, he died of his wounds.
He had rendered splendid and unpaid service to
his country. In the earlier.days of the mutiny,
when all had been clouded and gloomy, he had
set a noble example to everybody, and, when his
station had been abandoned by the civilians, had
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cBh:%f,u e gshown the power of preserving order which even
" one resolute Englishman can wield in India.

aprys,  The rebels had taken every adyantage of the
The rehele  firm resistance made by their comrades at the
el but Mong, and the pursuers had a gallop of twelve
it miles before they caught sight of them. And
when they did see them, the sight was far from
reassuring, Instead of a defeated and scattered

host seeking safety in flight, they came upon a

body of men retiring unbroken and in good order.

They were the men of the old Dédndpir brigade,

of the 7th, 8th, and 40th Native Infantry. But

the pursuers did not hesitate. They charged

—+to make, however, no impression. ** It was all

we could do,” wrote one of the officers engaged,

“to hold our own against such odds. Imme-

diately our cavalry charged they stood and formed

square, and used to abuse and tell us to come on.’

~ The pussners The loss of the British was considerable. Hamil-
e ton of the 3rd Sikhs, a very gallant officer, was
upon them.  Lilled charging the squares. And although, by
greatly daring, the British force succeeded in

cutting off three of the enemy’s guns, they found

it useless to continue the pursuit. They there-

fore halted at Nathupir, where they had fought,

watched the enemy disappear in the direction of

the Ganges, then sent their killed and wounded

into Azamgarh, with a request for reinforcements.

T 10nd Lugard, after crossing the Tons, had encamped
pursuit, . ab Azamgarh, and drawing to himself the garrison
of the place, was preparing to move actively

against two rdjds, allies of Kinwar Singh—iwho,

after the battle, had taken a northerly direction

472  RUNWAR SINGH FALLS BACK, UNBEATEN,
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towards Oudbh—and to watch the reuniting por-
tions of Ghildm Husén’s force. But the moment
he received the report of the pursuing columm
halted at Nathupir, he detached Brigadier
Douglas at the head of a wing of the 37th, the
84th, one company Madras Rifles, four guns
Major Cotter’s battery Madras Artillery, two
54-inch mortars, to reinforce them. Douglas
starbed ab once, and reached Nathuptr that night
(16th April).

Meanwhile Kdnwar Singh had halted at the
village of Naghai, near Azamgarh, about four-
teen miles from Nathuptr. The reasons which
influenced Kianwar Singh, at so critical a con-
juncture, cannot be divined. It is fair to believe,
however, that knowing, from the custom of his
enemy, he would be pursued, he hoped to be able
to strike him a blow so disabling as to permit him
to continue his retreat without further molestation.
Certain if, is that he had occupied a strong position,
and arranged his forces with considerable skill.
Oceupying groves of large trees, he had covered
his front with breastworks, and had disposed his
guns S0 as to reap the greatest possible advan-
tage from their working. Here Douglas found
~ him on the morning of the 17th, and here he
attacked him. But again did Kdnwar Singh dis-
play great tactical ability. He kept Douglas at
bay till he had secured two lines of retreat for
his main columns, which he had divided. He
then fell back leisurely, and though many of his
men were cut up, they maintained to the end of
the day their determined attitude. .As soon as
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