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THE PESHAWUR QUESTION, G13

pushed our conquests,” wrote General Cotton, ¢ up to 187,
the very mouths of the Afghanistan passes, and af Jue 2.
this very moment, by God's blessing, our strongest Opinions of
position in India is at the mouth of the Khyber. * By g‘;‘f“’m' F
our good rule we have engaged the affections (I may

sny) to a considerable extent of the border tribes, and

in the hour of need they (who, not many years since,

were our most bitter enemies), relying an our great

name and power, have come forward to help us

against the disaffection of the very troops with whom

we had conquered. the Sikhs, Punjabees, and others.

A retrograde movemeént from Peshavrur, believe me,

would turn all these parties, now our friends, against

us. 'The Punjab Irregular Force, Pathans, Sikhs,
Punjabees, and such like, no longer respecting our

power, will, in all likelihood, turn against us, and

their most valitable services be lost to us for ever.

My dear Sir John, our removal from Peshawur cannot

fail to be disastrous, and cannot he effected without
immediate confusion throughout the whole of this

part of the country, and throughout the length and

breadth of British India. Hence the measure will
seriously injure the interests of our forces in all
quarters, whilst the additional strength to be gained

would be small, and, indeed, we could afford no

timely aid.  In handing over the Peshawur district

to the Dost (a measure which we may pretend to be

a mere matter of expediency and not of necessity),

the Afghans will at once see our weakness. and will-

duly profit by the same against the common cnemy.

To this frontier, and to the present strength of our

position on it, as well as to Calcutta at the opposite

end of our territory, we must look for the recovery of

our power throughout the intermediate kingdoms of

the Bengal 'Presidency. Qur great name is npheld -




614 THE LAST SUCCOURS FROM THE PUNJAB.

S,

. 187, on our frontier, whilst Calcutta and this seaboard, in

June26.  the plenitude of powe.r, with European reinforce-

ments continually arriving, will afford eventually and

more aurely the necessary succour. At this very

moment six or eight regiments of Europeans must be

between balcutta and Delhi,-en route to the seat of

war, and treble that amount will be eventually thrown

in from home and elsewhere, and by such means must

our supremacy be recovered. When could our troops

reach the seat of war, and in what numbers and con-

dition? These questions musg be dily considered,

and by them the loss and gain of our removal frm‘n

hcnce.l}e balanced and determined on. I earnestly

implore of you, my dear Sir Jolin, to hold to our

position on this frontier.  The required succour must

indeed be thrown in from Caleutta, not from this.

When the reinforcements from above and below, at

present in progress towards Delhi, have reached their

destination, I feel confident that that city will again

fall into our hands, and I am very much mistaken if

disaffection does not then cease in ‘all quarters, and

_our power being thus established, mutiny will gra-
dually disappear throughout the land.”

Opinion of On the same morning, Colonel Edwardes wrote,

Eﬁiﬁ’é‘:z Bd- with like decision: “General Cotton, James, and

rayself are all of opinion that you should not go on

throwing away your means in detail 'by meeting

General Reed’s demands for reinforcements.  Delhi

is not India, and if General Reed cannot take it

with eight thousand men, he will not take it with

nine thousand or ten thousand. However impor-

tant a point, it is only a point, and cnough has

been done forit. You will serve the Empm, better

by helding the Punjab than by sacrificing the Pun-

jab and recovering Delhi. You will sacrifice the
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Punjab;'- ‘if you ieither withdraw General Cottou’s
force from Peshawur, or fritter away Nicholson's
Movable Column, alveady too weak. Make a stand !
“Anchor, Hardy, anchor!" Tell General Reed he
can have no more men from here, and wmust either

get into (Delhi with the men he has, or get re-

inforcoments from below, or abandon the siege and
fall back on the Sutlej, lea,vmg Delhi and its depeu-
dencies to be¢ reorganised in the cold weather, There
are two policies open to you—to treat the Punjab as
secondary: to the North-West Previnces and go on
giving ‘and. giving troops to General Reed till you
break down in ghe Punjab, or to maintain the Punjab
as your first duty and the most important point of
the two, and to refuse to give General Reed any more
troops than you: can spare. We are decidedly and
distinetly of the latter opinion. . . . . We consider
that if you leave the Peshawur frontier, we shall not
hold together for a month, but be demomhsed and
ﬂespi’_;l'eﬂ','--'and* reduced to the condition of a flock of
sheep. ', . If you hold the Punjab, you will facili-
tate the reconquest of India from the sea-board. We
have only got to hold on three months. Do not try
too much. We are outnumbered. Stick to what
you can do. Let us hold the Punjab, coute qui coute,
and not give up one European necessary to t}mt
duty. Whatever takes place in Central India, we
shall stand in a firm and honourable attitude if we
maintain the capitals on the sea and the frontiers
here. - Between the two it is all a family quarrel-—an
insurrection in our own house, If we let foreigners
in from the frontier, the Kmpire is invaded. We
may pretend to ke friendly présents of provinees,
but we cannot, disguise that we have lost them bv
weakness, India has not yet recovered from our

1857,
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7. expulsion from Afghanistan. The world ignoreg our
- June 26 yoluntary cession of it after Pollock’s expedition, and
knows well that we could not hold it. Do not repeat
the policy, and give up the Trans-Indus. No words
of mine can express my sense of the disgrace and
ruin that it will bring upon uns. It is abandoning
the cause of Kngland in the Fast. Don't yicld an
inch of frontier; gather up your resources, and
vestrict yourself to the defence of the Punjab. It is
a practicable and a definite policy, and we will sup-
port you to the last. . . . If General Reed, with all
the men you have sent him, cannot get into Delhi,
let Delhi go. Decide on it at once, , . . Don't let
yourself be sucked to death as General Reed is doing.
He has his difficulties, and we have ours. You have
made vast efforts for him, and no one can blame you
for now securing your own promise. . . . The Em-
pire’s reconquest hangs on the Punjab.”
Opinion of Whilst Cotton and Edwardes were thus throwing
General . ; . i
Nicholson.  all the earnestness of their natures into their letters
to the Chief Commissioner, protesting against the
abandonment of Peshawur, Nicholson, who was pro-
ceeding fo take command of the Movable Column,
visited Lawrence at Rawul-Pindee, and orally rej-
terated the arguments on which the three friends
based their opposition to the retrograde movement,
Lawrence, however, still clung to his opinion. *Ad-
mitting,” he said, ““which I do, that there is much
force in the arguments adduced in favour of the
maintenance of our hold on Peshawur, what are we
to do when all the British troops which we can
serape together, exclusively of those at Peshawur,
have been despatched to Delhi and still more be ro-
quired?” ‘‘ Rather than abandon Peshawur,” an-
swered Nicholson, “let us give up Murree and Rawul-
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- Pindee.  Give up every place hut Peshawur, Lahore,
and Mooltan.”  To this Lawrence replied “ that such
2 measure would isolate those three places, lock up a
fine force in Peshawur, and expose us to destruction
in defail.”  But nothing that Lawrence could urge
 shook Nicholson’s deeply-grounded convictions, They
parted. The soldier passed on to his appointed work,
The statesman remained to ponder the, eagerly en-
forced opinions of his chief advisers in the Punjab,
whilst awaiting the decision of ‘the Governor-General
to watch the progress of events, and to do all in his
power to avert the necessity, the apprehension of
which had so much alarmed and perplexed him,

He had written to Lord Canning on the 10th of
June, enclosing the letter which on the day before he
bad sent to Kdwardes; but communication with
Caleutta was at that time slow and uncertain in the
extreme, and the brief telegraphic message which he
had asked for in reply had not arrived in the third
week of July. The momentous question was still
unsolved.  Neither had come the order, “Hold on to
Peshawur to the last,” nor the permission, *You may
act as may appear expedient regarding Peshawur’—in
oue or the other of which forms he had requested that
a telegraphic message might be sent to him. Events,
as they were then developing themselves, seemed
rather to strengthen the probability of the dreaded
alternative being presented to us.  He knew little of
what was passing below Delhi, but there and in the
Punjab itself were awkward symptoms of accumu-
lated danger. The numbers of. the enemy were in-
creasing, and with numbers there was increased con.
fidence within the great imperial stronghold.  And
regiment after regiment was falling away from its
allegiance in the territories which John Lawrence

6L

1857
June—Tuly,



el 4 —--.,._\ YR e en (IR Sy TNV N LAY e A Y O AT
\1“‘ —
f’ 5 \
|

\
\Q *: T /613 THE LAST SUCCOURS FROM THE PUNJAB.

l"‘ﬂsrq

&

1857.  governed; so that we appeared to be drifting closely
Ty and more closely upon the terrible alternative which
he had so greatly dreaded. - Still, therefore, he felt
convinced that'the advice which he had given was

wise and salutary; and again he wrote to%Lord
Canning on the 24th of July, saying: ‘¢ All these re-
inforcements ought to enable our army to maintain

itself in its present position, and allow the mutineers

to expend their power against our entrenchments,

But should further aid be required from this quarter,

our only resource would be to abandon Peshawur

and Kohat, and to send the troops thus relieved on

to Delhi, Tt seems to me vain to attempt to hold

. Lahore, and insanity to try to retain: Peshawur; dc.,
& if we are driven from Délhi. = The Punjab will prove
 short work to the mutineers, when' the Delhi Army
is'destroyed. . . .. My policy would then be to
bring the troops from across the Indus and send them
to Dclhl ; in the mean time to send all our women
and children down the rivers to Kurrachee, and then,
accumulating every fighting man we have, to join the
Army before Dalhi ‘o hold Lahore, a8 might appear
expedient. Colonel Fdwardes, General Cotton, and
Nicholson are for maintaining our hold on Peshawur
to the last. They argue that we could not retire in
safety; and that the instant we attempted to make a
retrograde movement all would be up against us. This
I do not believe; but granting that insurrection would
immediately ensue, I maintain that the force at
Peslgwvur would make good its retreat. It containg
niore soldiers, more guns, more. power, than that
- with which Pollock recovered Caubul after forcing
. the passage of the Khyber. Between Peshawur and
- the Indus are no defiles, but an open country: the
only difficulty is the passage of the Indus, which,
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with Attock in our hands, ought not to be a work of
danger. Tt is for your Lordship to decide what
¢ourse we are to pursue.  In the event of misfortune
at Delhi, ave we to leave that Army to its fate and
endeavour to hold its own, or shall we, by a timely
retirement from beyond the Indus, consolidate our
resources in the Punjab, and maintain the struggle
under the walls of Delhi. 1 pray that your Lordship
will decide onie way or the other. If we are left to
decide the matter ourselves, time will be lost in vain
discussions; and by the time we decide on the proper
course to follow, it will prove too late to act effec-
valye e

Sr;

1857,
J uly.-

‘Whilst this appeal was slowly making its way to its July 15,
destination, an answer to Lawrence's letter of the 10th Decision of
of June was circuitously travelling up to the Punjab. Cauning.

It was dated July 15, and it said: “The outbreak at
Indore on the 1st will no doubt have interrupted the
dawk as well as the telegraph to Bombay. 1 therefore
send o steamer to Madras with this letter and the
despatches which accompany it; and I shall request
Lord Harris to telegraph to Lord Elphinstone my
answer to your question regarding Peshawur. It
will be, ‘Hold on to Peshawur to the last.” I should
look with great alarm to the effect in Southern India
of an abandonment of Peshawur at the present time,

desperate or more secure.” Thus, officially, was the

or at any time until our condition becomes more /

momentous question settled by the “highest antho- |
rity ;" practically, indeed, it had settled itself hefore
Lord Canning’s letter was received. The contin-
gency, which had been contemplated, never arrived ;
it was not left for the nation to discern the evil effects
of either the retreat from Delhi or the abandonment
of Peshawur, The question never went beyond the
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domain of discussion, and it is of little use now to
speenlate as to which movement would have been
attended with the more disastrous results. But there
would have been & grave omission from the pages of
this history if there had been no mention of this dis.
cussion.  For nothing is more significant of the mag-
nitude of the dangers which threatened our Indian

L.

Empire in the Summer and Autumn of 1857, than

the fact that at a time when the English held fast
to the maxim, which Clive had enunciated nearly a
century before, that “to stand still is danger, to re-
cede is ruin,” the strong spirit of Sir John Lawrence
counselled the abandonment of the frontier.station of
Peshawur and the adjacent territory to the Afghang,
who, not long before, had been our enemies in the
field. It must be admitted that, at the time, the
weight of authority bore heavily against the pro-
posal ; and no man was more willing than Lawrence
himself to acknowledge that a measure which met
with strenuous opposition from such men as those
who set their faces against it was certainly a doubt-
ful measure.* - But time and maturity of reflection

* Tt ought always to be remem-

hered that “the strongest opponents
of the measure were the chief

confederacy of military and political
officers cn the frontier. On the
other hiand it is fo be observed that

Peshawur officers, whose tendency
it naturally was to take a local view
of the question. Tawrence, vears
alterwards, with characteristic frank-
ness, wrote that “ certainly, in hav-
ing Herbert Edwardes, John Nichol-
son, and Sydney Cotton against me,
it 1s eclear that there was a greaf
deal to be said on the other side.”
Indeed, their arguments, as fo the
danger  of abmadouing Peshawar,
were. altogether unanswerable. But
50 also were the arguments as to
the danger of withdrawing the Delhi
Tield ¥orce. And this danger Sir
Jolm Lawrence was more capabls of
estimating aright than the little

Neville Chamberlain, who knew well
how ‘nearly the siege of Delbi had
been raised, confessed after the cap-
ture of the place, that he conenrred
in the views, which Lawretes had
declared some months before. 1t was
his beliel that to retreat from Delhi
would have been absolute risin, *“We
should have lost all onr Lieavy guns
and mat(siel 5 onr. Native troops
and onr camp-followers would have
deserted us i and our British foree
would have been worn down and
destroyed. 'The Delhi Foree eould
nof, have made good its retreat on
the Punjab, nng, An such eircum-
stances, the Punjabee Force could
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did not affect his original convictions, He remained
stedfast to his first opinion ; and years have rather
increased than diminished the number of adherents
- to the policy which he enunciated when .the crisis
was upon us.  Qur larger and more accurate know-
ledge of the state of affairs, that existed in the
Summer of 1857, has taught us better to understand
the arguments by which the Chief Commissioner
Justified a proposal, by which alone he conceived that
in the last resort he could secure the salvation of the
empire. Those arguments, as more clearly discerned
by the later light of history, may be thus briefly
summarised : )

185¢.
July.

. No one knew so well as John Lawrence what, in The Question
o0 : 1 » flewen.
the months of June and July, was stirving the hearts "

of the English leaders at Delhi, for to no one did
they write so frequently, so fully and so freely, to
declare their wants and to describe their prospects,
He knew that the thought of raising the siege was
present to them; for it was before him in letters,
some of which are quoted in these pages. He knew
that all depended upon the support which he could
give the besleging force. He did not disguise from

himself for a moment the

not have maintained ivself at Talore.
1t was doubtful whether, with allits
available means it could have re-
treated on Mooltan,” It must be
remembered, too, that Lord Canning,
who took a very unfavourable view
of Sic John Lawrenoe’s propoesal,
and attributed this poliey o the
failing health of the 8h'iﬂf Commis.
sioner, had no aceurate knowledgs
of {he state of affairs at Delhi—be.
tween which place and Caleufta all
communication was cut off, and the
captur of which still seeroed to he
a proximate event of no sort of difii-
culty to. the besieging Force. It
should bz added that the Lumsdens,

fact that the abandonment

who were at Candahar ut the fime,
looking at the question from the
stand-point of Afrhan politics, sent
an urgent missive in cipher, urgin
him to hold on to the last,
Peshawur and Kohat,” they suid,
“are given up afb this/moment, we
shall ia\re all Afghanistan down
upon our backs, besides throwing
open the gate of Afghanistan; the
Khyber, for ever. . ., Don’t give
an inch of ground; but {rust in
Providence, fight it out, and recal
us sharp o hellp youw'—MS,  [The
extracts preceding ore from unpub.
fished letters. |
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\135'2;- “of Peshawar would be an immense evil; but those
July.  were times in which there was often only a choice of
evils; and it seemed to Lawrence that, in a large

P imperial sense, the retivement of the British Army
from Delhi would be the greater evil of the two. He

stood pledged to the poliey of regaining that great
centre of Ma.homedamsm, and crushing the rebellion
rampant there in the name of the Km ; for he had
himself earrxestly and. energetically, and with an
overpowering force of argument, urged upon General
Anson, at the commencement of the crisis, the para-
mount necessity of an immediate advance upon Delhi,

at a time when the chiefs of the Army Staff were
representing the thing to be impossible. He was
bound, therefore, in honour to do all that lay in his
power to bring it to a successful issue. The policy
which' he had so stoutly advocated in May seemed

still in June and July to be the policy which the
national safety imperatively demanded; nay, every
succeeding day had rendered it more apparent te

him that our inability to "disPOSL of” Delhi  was

. creating everywhere an . meressmn of our weakness,

" which was encouraging our enemies and enervating

our friends. All eyes were turned towards that great

city, and as weeks passed, and still it seemed that the
¥nglish, who had gone to besiege had become the
besieged, there was a growing mistrust as to the
wisdorn. of holding fast to the English alliance, which

would soon have rendered us a friendless and feeble

few, to be easily mastercd and destroyed. With this
kriowledge pressing hourly upon him, Sir John Law-

, rence, the more he thought, was the more convinced
that, in the last extremity, if the paucity of British
troops before Delhi should render its capture impos-

- sible, and necessitate the withdrawal of ‘our Army,
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e would release the force posted in the Peshawur 1857
valley, and make over the territory to the Ameer of Joly:
Canbul.a a0

.+ But 1t was neyer lntended that this should be a
Precipitate movement, or that we should pmmaturely
anticipate an c,xtremlty which might never arise. It
was his design, in the first instance, to move all our
women and children to, the Lahore side of the, Indus,
so that our troops might retain their grip of the
country unencumbered to the last moment, and then
move lightly and rapidly across the river. The
cession, it was felt, would be a source of unbounded
delight to Dost Mahomed, and it was believed that
though it might not secure the permanent fidelity
and friendship of the Afghans, it would, for a time
at least, hold them in the bonds of a ﬁattered and
aeif-sansﬁed durance; and afford us the securtty of the
forbearance which we desired. :

v/ It has been said thal; there were increasing signg of The Jheluin
general unrest in the Punjab. The most portentous of S
these were the mutinies at Jhelum and Sealkete.
The Jhelum cantonment lies on the bank of the river
which bears that name. That the Fourteenth Sepoy
Begiment posted there was on the brink of rautiny
‘was well kuown. + Sir Jehn Lawrence, therefore, de-
spatched a force thither to disarm them-—a small
compact force consisting of some companies of the
Twenty-fourth Queen'’s, some Horse Artillery guns,
under Lieutenant Henry Cookes, and a party of Lind’s
Mooltanee Horse, the whole under the command of
Colonel Ellice, of the Twenty-fourth. The Chief
Commissioner had prepared a plan of operations
for taking the Sepoys by surprise; but the Colonel,
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/thinking that he knew better than any civilian how
™ to manage an affair of this kind, departed from
Lawrence's views, and sketched out a plan of his
own. There was, therefore, no surprise. When the
Europeans were seen filing down the rising ground
opposite the cantonment, the Sepoys knew what was
coming.* ~ Happening to be out on morning parade,
they saw the English column advancing. Regardless
of the orders and entreaties of their officers, they
began at once to load their muskets. ~The officers
saw that they had no longer any power over their
men, and sought safety with the European troops.
Then the Sepoys took up their main position in the
quarter-guard, 1t was a strong brick building, with
a battlemented roof, erected for purposes of defence
by Sir Charles Napier, and afforded good cover to
the insurgents, who threw out a party in advance to
guard the approaches to it, whilst others took shelter
in their Lines, the mud-huts of which had been loop-
holed in expectation of the erisis. Qur people were
full of courage and enthusiadin, and they flung them.-
selves headlong upon the enemy. Lind’s Mooltanees
charged gallantly, but were; met by a galling fire,
which they could not resist. Cookes' guns opened,
but within too near a range, and the musketry of the
enemy did better execution than our own Artillery at
so short a distance. The Sepoys fired from behind
the cover of their mud-walls, und our grape was com-
paratively harmless. But now the British Infantry
came up with their intrepid commander at their head,
and advanced full upon the quarter-guard. The attack
was o gallant and successful one; the quarter-guard

Iy 7

* Mr. Cooper (“Crisis in the forined them of the objeet of the
Punjad**) sags Colonel Gerrard, full European arrival,”
of ponfidence in Lis men, Lad *in. 5
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was. carned and the Sepoys then vacated their huts
and fell back upon the empty lines of the Thirty-
ninth, from which they were driven by the bursting
of a well-dlrected shell to a village on the left of the
cantonment. v

By this time the noon-day sun was beating fiercely
down upon our exhausted people. Colonel Ellice had
been carried from the field dangerously wounded.
Captain Spring had been shot dead,* and we had
lost. many men and many hovses in the encounter,
Qur troops had been marching from the hour of
midnight, and had been ac‘tivdy engaged since sunrise.
Nature demanded rest; and it was sound discretion

at such a thne to pause i our offensive upramt;onﬂu

It would have been well, perhaps, if the pause had
been longer and the renewed operations more carefully
matured. At four in the afternoon, when the heat
was still great, an attack on the village was ordered.
Colonel Gerrard, of the Fourteenth, took command of
the Force that went out to destroy the mutinous
regiment, in whose fidelity he had once trusted. The
result was disastrous. Again the Sepoys had good
cover, and we found ourselves entangled in streets,
in which we suffered much, but could do little. The
guns were brought up within too short a range, and
the musketry of the tIlL‘Ill.} told with deadly effect
upon the gummners. The Europeans, partly from
fatigue, and partly, perhaps, from the stimulants

which they bad taken to reinvigorate themselves

and the effect of the slant rays of the afternoon sun,
are said to have * staggered” up to the village and to
have been easily vepulsed.  The retreat was sounded,

% He had left. Roorkhee, as pre- and had only just joined his regi.
viously stated, with Baird Smith, on ment when his career was thus closed
thie 20th of June (ante, poge aﬁo] on the batile-field,

28

1857.
July 7.
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and our troops were withdrawn, Two guns were
Jds 7. carried back, but a third, in spite of the gallant efforts -
of Lieutenant Battye, with a party of Mounted Police,
fell into the hands of the encmy, and was turned
against our retreating people.
Nothing more could be done on that evening. At
July 8. dawn on the morrow the conflict was to be renewed.
Both forces had bivouacked on the plain. But when
day broke it was found that the mutinecrs had
evacuated their position and fled. Many had been
killed in the two engagements; some were drowned
in the Jhelumy; others fell into the hands of our
Police, or were subsequently given up by the Cash-
amere authorities, in whose country they had sought
refuge, and thus surrendered, they were blown away
from our guns. Very few of them nltimately escaped ;
but the manner in whieh the affair was managed
greatly incensed the Chief Commissioner. For, in
plain words, with Horse, Foot, and Axtillery, we were
beaten by part of a regiment of Sepoys. If we had
quietly surrounded the village and attacked it in the
cool of the evening, it is probable that not a man
would ever have escaped from Jhelum.
Mutiny at When tidings of the sharp resistance of the Four-
Stalkole.  toenth reached Sealkote, a still more disastrous state
of things arose at that place. The station was com-
manded by Brigadier Frederick Brind, an Artillery
officer of high repute—a man of lofty stature and
large proportions, who had done good service in his
time, and who was still amply endowed with physical
and mental vigour. But seldom was man left by
hard circumstances in a position which afforded so
little scope for the display of his power. The canton-
ment had been stripped of European troops for the
tormation of the Movable Column, and there were
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nearly a thousand Native soldiers—Horse and Foot
—all” armed and ready for action.* 1In such cir-
cumstances a commanding office has no choice to
make—no discretion to exercise. e must appear to
trust his men whether he does or not; for to betray
suspicion is surely to precipitate an outbreak. So to
all outward appearance Brind had full confidence in
his men, and as time went on the quictude of their
demeanour seemed to justify more than the pretence.
But when, on the 8th of July, the Lines of Sealkote
were all astir with the tidings that the Fourteenth at
Jhelum had been in action with the white troops,
who had attempted to disarm them, it was felt by onr
people, that the beginning of the end had come. And
there was another source of excitement on that even-
ing, for a messenger had come from Delhi, bringing
a summons from the King commanding them to join
the Royal Army. The night was, therefore, one of
preparation.  On the morning of the 9th everything
was ready. B

Sealkote was a large, and had been an important
military station.” Tn quiet times European troops
had been stationed there in large numbers, with the
usual results. There were good barracks and com-
modious houses and pleasant gardens, and vore than

the wonted ‘number of English gentlewomen and

young children.  There were a church and a chapel,
and other indications of the progress of western civili-
sation. When, therefore, the storm burst, thore was
much that lay at the mercy of the enemy, and on
our side no possible means of defence.  Before the

* « Brigadier Brind protesied disavw. Buf, fo the last, he shared
sgoinst the European froops being  in the belief (almost grievans) intlie
centirely removed, and desived that  honour of the Sepoy.” -= Cooper's

two  hundred axd fifty. should re- - Crisés inthe Punjab,
main. In reply, he was requested to

232

Q.

1887,
July 8.
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A sound of the morning-gun bad been heard through-
out the cantonment, and our people, according to
their wont, had mounted their horses or enteved their
carriages, to proceed to their wonted duties, or 1o
take the air before the sun was high above the
horizon, the Sepoys had planted picquets all round
the place, to prevent the cscape of the Feringhees.
And presengly the din and uproar of rebellion an-
nouanced to our people, just waking from their slum-
bers, that the Sepoys had risen. Our officers were
soon mounted and on their way to the parade-ground.
The truth was then only too apparent. The troopers
of the. Ninth were_already in their saddles, “and the
; Forty-sixth were under arms.  Our people were sud-

denly brought face to face with mutiny in its worst
form. All circumstances and conditions were in the
last degree unfavourable to the English. Sealkote
was one of the great stations at which there had been
a gathering of detachments from different regiments
for the new rifle practice, and, therefore, great op-
portunities of conspiracy. It lay in proximity to the
Jummoo territory of the Maharajah of Cashmere, .
who the Sepoys believed, and our authorities feared,
would, in the hour of danger, forsake his alliance;
and it was utterly without any defence of European
troops.  So when the hour came to strike, the con-
fidence and audacity of the enemy had everything to
foster and encourage them.

As ever, the Cavalry were foremost in the work of
mutiny—~foremost. in their greed for blood. Mounted
on good chargers, they could ride with rapidity from
place to place, and follow the white men on horse-
back or in their carriages, and shoot them down as
they rode. For weeks the outburst had been ex-
pected, and every English inhabitant of Sealkote had
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thought painfully over the coming crisis, and had
ealculated the best means of escape.  The only place
of safety for which they could make was the old Fort,
once the stronghold of the Sikh Chief, Tej Singh,
and to this, when they saw that nothing could be
~done to arrest the tide of rebellion, which was already
at the flood, they endeavoured to make good their
retreat. Some happily reached the Fort. Others
perished on the way. A ball from the pistol of a
mounted trooper entered the broad: back of the Bri-
gadier, and he was carried to the Fort only to die.
‘The Superintending Surgeon, Graham, was shot dead
in his buggy, as his daughter sat by his side.* Another
medical officer of the same name was “killed in his
_ carriage among his children.” A Scotch missionary,
named Hunter, on his way to the Fort in a carriage,
with his wife and child, was attacked by some chu-
prassies of the gaol-guard, and all three were ruth-
lessly murdered. The Brigade-Major, Captain Bishop,
~was killed, in the presence of his family, under the
very walls of the Fort. Some hid themselves during
the day, and escaped discovery and death almost by
a miracle. = Some were preserved by their own men,
and concealed till nightfall in the Lines. The officers
of the Forty-sixth, who had remained with their men

Grabam has badl’”  Hubituated,

* His daughter escaped. She was
after two months of mutiny and mas-

dragged to the Cavalry Guard, where

shie * found Culonel and Mis. Lorne
Campbell surrounded by a few faith-
ful troapers, who conducted them in
sulety Lo the Fort.”—There is a sig-
nificant emomentary on this incident
in one of Herbeet Bdwardes’s letters
to'John ' Lawrence : *These indivi-
dua! stories convey better notions
than public despatehes. In ordinary
times India would have shuddered
over Dr. Graham shof dead in his
daughiler's arms. Now, all we sa

is, * What a wonderful escape Miss

sucre, to lorrors of this kind, the
recital of them had ceased to create
the intense sensations which they
had once caused. And so, in this
History, it will be observed, ss it pro-
ceeds, that whilst the earlicr trage-
dies,then novel and strange to the
Buropean mind, are dwelt upon in
detail, some of the later ones are
dismissed with the brevity of a tele.
graphic message. Tn this the var-
rative only reflects the varying tem-
perature of the times,

L.

1857,
July 9.
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until the road between the Parade-ground and the
Fort was closed by the enemy, rode off towards
Gogranwallah, and reached that place, scorched and
weary—bhut not hungry and athirst, for the villagers
fed them on the way—after a mid-day journey of -
some forty miles. The personal incidents of that
9th of July at Sealkote would fill an interesting
and exciting. chapter. But there is nothing stranger
in the story than the fact that two of our field officers
—omne, Colonel of a regiment—were invited to take .
command of the mutineers, and to lead them to
Delhi, with s promise of high pay, and a significant
pledge, mot perhaps without a touch of irony in it,
that they might always spend the hot weather on
the Hills, i

Whilst our people were seeking safety within the
walls of the old Fort, and securing their position by
strengthening its defences, the Sepoy mutineers were
revelling in the work of spoliation with the congenial
companionship of the criminal classes. The old story,
so often already told, and still to be.told again and
again; was repeated here: the mutineers made for
the Gaol, released the prisoners, plundered the Trea-
sury, destroyed the Cutcherry with all its records,
blew up the magazines, and gutted the houses of the
Christian inhabitants. If there were any special cir-
cumstance about the Sealkote insurrection, it was
that the household servants of our English officers,
generally faithful, or at least neutral, on these occa-
sions, took an active part against their old masters.
That they knew what was coming seems to be proved
by the fact that the Brigadier’s sirdar-bearer, or chief
body servant, an *old and favourite” domestic, took
the caps off his master's pistols in the night, ag they
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they cast in their lot with the soldiery is demon-
strated with equal distinctness by the fact that they
afterwards fought against us, the Brig:.tdier’s khan-
- saman, or butler, taking an active part in operations
which will be presently described. There seems to
have been perfect cohesion between all classes of our
enemies—the mutineers; the eriminals from the gaols,
the * Goojurs” from the neighbouring villages, and
the servants from the houses and hungalows of the

English. = From sunrise to sunset the work went on ~

bravely. Everything'that could be carried off by our
encroies was seized and appropriated ; even the old
station-gun, which morning and evening had pro-
claimed the hours of uprising and down-setting. And
nearly everything belonging to us, that could not be
carried off, was destroyed and defaced, except-—a
strange and unaccountable  exception—the Church
and Chapel, which the Christians had reared for the
worshipping of the Christian's God.

- Before nightfall, all this rabble had made off for
the Ravee river, on their way to Delhi, rejoicing in

* This might be supposed to have
arisen merely from' the iostingt of
self-preservation if it had not been
for the alter-conduct of these do-
mesties, 1 is cerfain that, in many
parfs of the conntry, the Native
servants were ju n state of deadly
fear lest theivenraged masters, seek-
ing objects for their revenge, should
furn upon themasd kill theni. There
is an anecdote illustrative of this,
¢ almost (oo good {o be an lnvention.
It is spid that o gentleman in Cal-
culta, observing one day a strange
tahle-servant waiting  at* dinner,
asked him who he was and liow he
came there, Hisanswer was, “ Hum
budlee hain, sahib” (I am a sub-

Y

stitute”) ; and Le explained tlhat Le
iiad”come to take 1he place tem-
orarily of a member of {he esiu-
lishment wlio was sick——a common
ractice in Awglo-Indian domestie
ife. A few days afterwards the ald
servant returned to his work, look-
ing very sleck and well ; and when
his master questioned him as to the
cause of his absence, he naively
replied that ho had received seoret
in}ormut.inn that, on a given day
just pussed, Lhe sabib-logue intended
to shoot all their Native servants, in
the middle of dinner; and that, there-
fore, Lie had ilought it prudent to
send o “budlee™ fo be shot in his
place,

3 %
1867,
July 9.



1857,
July 0--10.

632 THE LAST SUCCOURS FROM THE PUNJAB.

and excited by, their day’s work. It was a dchnhtf‘ul
relief to the inmates of the decayed old Fort who
now thought that if the danger were not w}mlly past,

- at least the worst of it was over. It has been saifl

'3 Ni'cﬁolsom
. and the Mo-
vable Column,

that they “slept more soundly and f‘em-lesqu than

they had slept for weeks before. The mine had ex-
ploded and they had escaped.”* Tt is often so; the
agony of suspense is greater than that of the drcaded
reality. But there was one there to whom no such
relief was to be given. The Brigadier lay dying. A
true soldier ‘to the last, he had, whilst the death-
pangs ‘were upon hlm, issued his orders for the
defence of the Fort, and for what little else could be
done in that extremity. But"the ball from the
trooper’s pistol had done its work, and though Brind
lingered through the night, he died. before the sun
hud risen; and all felt that a brave man and a
capable officer was lost to the country, which he had
so well served.

The triamph of the Sealkote Mutineers was bu
brief.  Retribution followed closely on their vietory
On the 22nd of June, Colonel John Nicholso
with the rank of Brigadier-General, had taken com:
mand of the Movable Column. That so young an
officer should be appointed to such a command, in
defiance of what were called the *claims” of many

officers in the Division of longer standing and higher .

rank, was an innovation by no means grateful to
the Departments or to the Seniority-mongers in the
service, but it startled many with a pleasurable sur-
prise, and to some it was a source of infinite re-
joicing. Elderly men with elderly wives, who had
never heard of such a thing before, affected to think
that there was no great wisdom in the appointment,
! ¥ Cave-Browne’s “Punjab aad Deihi.”

Q.

o
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and showed their contempt by talking of Mister 1857
Nicholson. Of this the young General could afford June-—July.
to speak tenderly. = ‘I fear,” he wrote to Edwardes
on the 17th of June, *“that my nomination will give
great offence to the senior Queen’s officers, but I
shall do all in my power to get on well with them.
I feel so sorry for the disappointment they must ex.
perience, that I think T shall be able to, put up with
a great deal of coldness without taking offence.” Bus
among the younger officers of the Army, especially
among those in the Movable Column, the selection
was most popular. The exigencies of the General
Staff having taken Chamberlain to Delhi, there was
not 4, man in the Army whose selection would have
been more welcome to those who meant work, and
were resolute to do it. When Edwardes wrote to
John ' Lawrence, saying, ¢ You have been very
vigorous in pushing down reinforcements, and those
appointments of Chamberlain and Nicholson ave
worth armies in this erisis. . . . Amid the ruins of
the Regular Army these two Irregular Pillars stand
boldly up against the sky, and I hope the Tom-
noddies will admire their architecture,” he expressed
the sentiments of all the bolder spirits in the Army,
eager to be led, not by age and rank, but by lusty
" manhood in its prime, and who could see better hope
for a glorions deliverance even in the rashness and
audacity of youth than in the irresolution and in-
activity of senile command. It was truly a great
day for India, when it was decreed that Chamberlain
should go down to Delhi and Nicholson place himsclf
at the head of the Movable Column in the Punjab,
' The force of which Brigadier-General Nicholson
took command consisted of Her Majesty’s Fifty-second
Light Infantry; a troop of Eurepean Horse Artillery, °
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Wi under Major Dawes, an excellent officer. who had
Juss—dly. done good service in the Afghan war; a Horse Bat-
~ tery, also European, under Major George Bourchier ;

the Thirty-thivd* and Thirty-fifth Sepoy Regiments’;

and & wing of the Ninth Cavalry. He joined the

force at Jullundhur, and moved thence to Phillour,

a5 though he had heen marching down upon Delhi.

| Then some people shook their heads and- wondered
' what he was doing in thus carrying down with him
§ many hundreds of Sepoys, with rebellion in their
hearts, only to swell ‘the host of the enemy. What
: he was really doing was soon apparent.  He was in-
§ tent on disarming the Native regiments. But as this
s was to be hest accomplished by Secrecy and sydden-
il ness, he did not blazon his design about the Camp,
4 But in good time, the necessary instructions were
gz:aﬁmrxtlg of given. On the morning of the 25th of June, the

& third and Column was under the walls of the fort of Phillour.
%gﬁﬁf}ah The guns were drawn up on the road and un-
~ limbered, the Fifty-second taking post on both flanks.

The Sepoy Regiments marched on, little dreaming of

what was to come.  Nicholson had given orders to

! the ' Police that, on the first sound of firing, the
bridge across the river should be cut away, so a8 to
prevent all chance of escape if the Sepoys should
break and fly with their arms in their hands. Lean-
ing over one of Bourchier’s ‘guns, he said to that
officer, ““If they bolt, you follow as hard as you can;
the bridge will have been destroyed, and ‘we shall
have a second Sobraon on a small scale. "t | But the
Sepoys did not bolt. In the presence of those guns,
they felt that it would be madness to resist the

i
(e
i/
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( * The Phirby-third, which had j‘Bo_urohicr’s Bight Months' Came
boen stationed  at- Hooshyapoor, pe i,
* joined the eolwmn vear Phillour. i
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orcfér.; so they sullenly piled their arms at the word
of command. j

Having disarmed the two Infantry regiments,
Nicholson ‘determined to retracé his steps from
Phillour, and to pitch his camp at* Umritsur. On
the 5th he was. at that place, the central position of
which recommended itself to him, as it enabled him
to afford speedy aid, if required, cither to Lahore or
the Jullundhur Doab, while at the same time it over-
awed the Maunjha, and rendered hopeless any attempt
~to mutiny on the part of the Fifty-ninth Regiment
stationed in the cantonment.* On the morning of
the 7th, the stirring news of the mutiny of the
Fourteenth at Jhelum reached his Camp, and he
hoped hour after hour to be comforted by the tidings
that Colonel Ellice had defeated and destroyed them.
But the day passed, and the night also was spent,
and still the wished-for intelligence did not come,
. but in its place were ominous tidings of disaster; so
on the morning of the 9th, Nicholson, with reluct-
ance which he frankly expressed,f procceded to

o S

1857.
July.

disarm the Fifty-ninth, There was a punishment Disarmivg of

parade that morning. A rebel or a deserter was to
be executed, and all the troops, European and Native,
were ordered out to witness the ceremony. The
ground selected lay between the city and the fort,
about a mile from the cantonment, and there the
regiments and the guns were drawn up on parade,
aud the ghastly ceremony was duly performed.  This
done, the Sepoys of the Fifty-ninth, who only the

# Brigadier-General Nicholson to
the Adjutant-General of ilie Avmy,
July 19, 1857.

«1 feel bound to place on
record my belief that both in conduct
and feeling this regiment was quiwe

an exceptionalone. It had neither

committed iteelf Hiiany way, nor do
I believe that up fo the duy it was
disarmed it had any intention of
committing itsell; and I very deeply
regeel that even as a precautionary
measure it should have become my
duty to disarin it.”—-75id, RN

the Tifty-
ninth.



gk ] RN U 1 | e s ""'..""".‘”_""“".“"""""' Rk At 3

Q.

before had been complimenteéd on their onait}j,
re ordered to lay down their arms. Though sur-
ed and bewildered by the command, they obeyed
out a murmur; and though many men of the
ment were flot present on parade, and, therefore,
Equantity of arms were still left in possession of the
"Bepoys, they testified the sincerity of their obedience
by afterwards voluntarily surrendering them.
- Thus were the teeth of another Native regiment
etly drawn, and the danger glaring at us from the
s of our own Sepoys was greatly diminished.
here the same process, as Nicholson now learnt,
going on with more or less suceess. At Rawul-
ee were the Fifty-cighth Regiment and two
panics of the Fourteenth—the regiment which
Lifought so desperately at Jhelum. A letter from
Jobn Lawrence announced that the business of
ing had been done, but in no very satistactory _
“ We have disarmed,” the Chief Commis-

wrote to Nicholson on the 7th, *the seven
nies of the Fifty-cighth and the two companies
he Fourteenth. We had three guns and two
dred and forty Europesns, and were very nearly
ng o fight. The main body broke and bolted to
lines, and we did not fire on them. After about
dhour's work, however, during which a good many
, we got all but about thirty to lay down their
£l The latter bolted, and about half were killed

of tuken by the Police Sowars, Miller was badly
* wounded a little above the right wrist; both bones
vere broken. He had a narrow escape. A Sepoy
gave him o dig in the chest with his bayonet, but
somehow or other the wound was slight.” At the
same time Edwardes was reporting the entire success
of his arrangement for the disarming of tle Sepoys of

ki i Yiaa
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the Twenty-fourth at Fort Mackeson.® By tie help
of Brougham’s mountain guns and some detachments
of the Punjab Trregular Force this was accomplished
without a hindrance or a hitch; and the disarmed
Sepoys ‘were marched into Peshawur, escorted by
Brougham’s guns, whilst the Fort was garrisoned
by some Mooltanee levies, horse and foot. Nothing
could ‘have been more adroitly managed than the
whole affair. _

But tidings more exciting than these were to reach
the ears of the Commander of the Movable Column.
The telegraph wives brought news from Lahore that
the Sepoys at Sealkote had risen, and that rapine and
murder were abroad in the place; another half-hour,
and the story was confirmed by a musician of the
Forty-sixth, who had ridden in with & few blurred
lines from Assistant-Commissioner M‘Mahon, begging
him to bring the Force to their aid.f Nicholson
could now no longer hesitate about disarming the
wing of the Ninth Cavalry attached to his column,
He had hitherto abstained lest such an act should pre-
cipitate the rising at Sealkote, and now the wing at

| %% As day dawned, the two parties  is before me, is significant in its
{rony north and south elosed in upon hrevity: “The troops here ae in
the Fort, and threw a chain of horse-  open mutiny. Jail broke. Brigadier
men round if, whilst Major Broug-  wounded. Bishop killed. Many have
ham drew up bis guns so'as to com-  eseapad to the Fort, Bring the
mand the gateway. Major Shake- Movable Column at once, if possible,
speary commanding - the  Twenty. 62 a.ar, 9ih July”  The name of
fourth ' Regiment, and Gun Htaff. the hearer of (his chit ought not
officer, " Licutenant Hovenden, of {o be omitted. Me. Cave-Browne
the Eogineers, then rode into the says, A youn band-boy, named
Fort, and. ordered the Sepoys to M'Douglas, of the Fortg-sixth, had
parade outside. They were much ‘galloped: off from the regimental
surprised and confused, but made parade-ground on a litle tat (peny),
; 1o resistance, and when ordered by and by dint of borrowing and seizing
J Major Shakespear, piled their arms fresh ones in the villages as he passed
und gave ap their belts and ponches through, hie finished his vide of some
in an orderly manser”—Zdwardes  eighty miles into Umritsur, and hag-
1o Cotton, July 8, 1857, M. Corve.  tened to the General’s quarters just
spondence. i3 as the mail-cart brought in the mog.

- ¥ The note, the original of which sage from Lahore,”

[

1857,
Disarming of
the Twenty-
fourth.

Movements of
Nicholson’s
Uolumn.

i
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at place was in the fulness of rebellion. Their arms
vand horses, therefore, were now to be taken from

hem. The troopers felt that resistance could only
" bring destruction upon them, so they quietly gave up
© 7 all that made them soldiers; and then Nicholson
prepared himself to march. As the day wore on,
4 fresh tidings of the movements of the Sealkote
2 E’g’mtineers reached him. It was obvious that they
~ Lsvere marching down on Goordaspore, intent pro-
. bably on stirring up the Second Irregular Cavalry
 stationed there, and, joined by them, on plundering
he ‘station. Thence Nicholson believed that they
: @oulﬂ make their way, by the route of Noorpoor and
Tooshyapore—at which places they might reinforce
E 1emselves with Horse and Foot*——to Jullundhur,
iy nd thence march, a strong body of mutineers, down
ito Delhi.  To frastrate this expected movemeént was
now the desire of the Commander of the Movable
Column. He was forty miles from Goordaspore, and
the Sepoys had two days’ start of him. But Nichol-
Son was born to overcome difficulties which would
ave beaten down other men.  He determined on a
rced march to Goordaspore, and went resolutely
o work to accomplish it. The July sun blazed
own upon his camp with a ferocity more appalling
han the malice of the enemy. But even that was
be disregarded. Whatsoever the country could
ield in the shape of carriages, horses, and ponies
Was at once enlisted into the service of the Column.j

* The Fourth Native Infantry was  vantages, for it enabics hundveds of

gorpore. 'The Sixteenth Irve- nafive gigs or ekas to fly nncensingly
gular Cavalry al Hooshyapore. botween the two eities. On the (?ay
~ + Greal praise is due to the eivil 1 allude to the distriet officers of
thorities for their netivity in this  both places wera ordered so seizo
onjunicture, My, Montgamery,inhis - every ekn, bylee, and pony that was
ofiicial report, says: “To the vom- to be seen, and to despateh them,
mercial men of Umritsur and Laliore ymder police guards, 1o General
the metalled rond offcrs speeial ud:  Nicholson’s camp at Umritsur, on




THE MARCH TO GOORDASPORE.:

S
All possible advantage was taken of the coolness of
the night; bat when morning came they were: still
some fifteen or sixteen miles from Goordaspore, with
the prospect of a sultry march before them.* With
all his care and labour, Nicholson had not, even with
the aid of the troop-horses of the Ninthi, been able to
mount the whole of his force, and some weary foot-
sore work was thercfore a nocessity of the conjune-
ture. - So, many were striick down by the heat; yet,
notwithstanding . these  discouraging circumstances,
they pushed forward in excellent spirits, and even
“with a strong enjoyable sens¢ of the humourous side
~of the service they were performing.t 1t was not
until the evening of the 11th that the whole of the
force was assembled at Goordaspore. There intelli-
gence was received that the mutineers from'Sealkote
were then at Noorkote, some fifteen miles from the
right hand of the Ravee. There were two courses
then open to Nicholson. = He might dispute the pas-

639

utgent publie service. Thesovehicles,
on their arrival there, weve promptly
loaded with British soldiers, and the
foree started at dusk for Goordas-
iore, which is ab o/ distance of forty-
our miles from Umritsur, reaching
it.at threp poar of July 11. Tt was
joined at Battale by Mr, Reberts,
Commissioner, and Captain Perking,
Assistant-Commissioner at  Umrit-

sur.”’

% Colonel PBonrchier i“ Eight
Months’ Campaigi™) suys that they
made twenby-six miles in the night,
and had then eighteen miles before
them, Bat Goneral Nicholson, in
liis official report, says that the entire
distanoe was “ over forly-onc miles,”
some {hree miles less than Bour-
chier's computation.

t Colonel Bouvehier, in his narra-
tive, gived the following amusing
account of the humours of the marel';
© Yet, under these circumstances,

trying as they were, the spirif of fun
was not extinet. The Arbillery mude
extemporary nwnings of branches of
treées over thoir pun-cavringes and
waggons, giving them the appeatance
of carts * gob up* for a day at Hamp-
stead ; officers, erowned with wreathy
of green leaves, were *ehafted’ by
their comrades for adopling heud-
drosses 4 In Norma.' Here might be
secn a soldier on a rampent pony,
desiring his companion, on a similar
beast, 1o keep behind and be his
fedge de camp;’ there o hero, mind-
ful perhaps of Tpping on Daster
Monday, bellowing out his inguivies
as to who had seen the fox (stag?)
Privates, never iutended {or the
mounfed branch, here and there
came to gricf, and lay spsawling on
mofher-earth, while eéver and anon
some inighty Jehu in Nis ebg dashed
to the fronf af a pace a Roman ela-
rioteer wonld have enyied.”

1857,
July 11,
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1887 sage of the viver, or he might draw them on towards
July 1. him, by remaining inactive and keeping the enemy
ignorant of his position. He determined on the latter
course, and much to the perplexity of some and the
A ~ dissatisfaction of others, remained quiescent at Goor-
i daspore till nine o'clock on the following morning.
' Then he learnt that the enemy were crossing the
river- by a ford about nine miles distant, at a place.
known as the Trimmoo Ghaut; so he prepared at

onee to fling himself upon them,

The Trimmoo At noon he was in sight of his prey, about a mile
o Ghautaliir. from the river. The mutineers had crossed over with -
their baggage, and the grey jackets of the videttes
of the ]\mth C.J.vahy were first seen flitting about
in our front, and then the Infantry were ohscrw.d
drawn up in line, their right resting on a serai and a
dismantled mud fort, and their left on a small village
~and cluster of trees, with parties of Cavalry on each
flank. Nicholson now made his dispositions for the
attack. Eager to get his guns within short range of
the enemy, he masked his advancing batteries with
bodies of mounted Police, and moved on to within
six hundred yards of the mutineers, when the Cavalry,
excited to the utmost by the artificial stimulant of
bang, shed furiously to the encofinter, some shout-
ing, some gnashing their teeth. On this Nicholson
unmasked one of his batteries, and the maskers went
rapidly to the rear.* 1t was a moment of doubt and
anxiety, especially with the Axtillery commanders,
whose Native drivers might have deserted them at a
eritical moment, for they had been acquainted at

* Nicholson himself chaks yery seeming undesivous nf engaging,
gently and forbearingly of this rear-  were ordered to the rear. u§
wird movement of the Police Resse.  Bourelier says that they ran mv:ny
labs: *“The Police,” he says, “being  ““Awayscampered the mounted levies
uo longer useful as maakers, and back to Goordaspore.”
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Sealkote with the very Scpoys against whom they 1857,

had now been brought.  One half of the old Brigade JWr1%

was, indeed, fighting against the other. But the sus :
pected men were as true to their salt in the Punjah{ v
a8 they were at Dellii¥ The guns were brought into
ﬂﬁté_o‘ﬁ"'withoiut a hiteh, and the enemy, though they
fought steadily and well, and sent in o volley from
the whole line with the preeision of a parade, stag-
gered beneath the five of our batteries, upon which
some of the men of the F orty-sixth flung themselves
with heroic courage,  The grape and shrapnel from
- our nine guns scattered death among the foremost of
the mutinecrs; and presently the Enfield rifies of
the Fitty-second began to give deadly proof that the
smooth-bored muskets of the Sepoys were as play-
things contending against them. Still there were
some amongst them to be convinced only by the
thrust of the bayonet. In truth, the enemy were
terribly out-matched. With all their gallantry in
doing and their fortitude in enduring, what could
“Brown Bess” and the old station-gun do against
our batteries and our rifles? The battle was soon
over. The mutineers fell back upon the river, and
Nicholson, whose want of Cavalry was severely felt,
did all he could in pursuit; but could not inflict
much damage upon them, * It is said, however, that
they had already left “between three and four hun-
dred killed and wounded on the field” And all
their baggage fell into our hands—arms, ammuni-
tion, clothing, and other plundered property, public
and private, the spoil of the Sealkote cantonment.

- * Colonel Bourchier says : T taok attempt to - run, siv, we'll euf off
the precaution 16 warn my European  their heads.” But in this case, as
gunners to watch them. 1In' the every other, my Nafive drivers

reply of my Farrier-Sergeant spoke nobly did their duty.”?
thg yw]mle company : ‘If they %nlg ! .

YOL. IT, 27T
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There was nothing more to be done that day. The

July 19~16.mid-day heat had comipletely exhausted our Earo-

© July 16.

pean fighting men, so, whilst a party of Punjab In-
fantry was left to guard the ford and protect the
baggags, the Fifty-second and the Artillery were
marched back to Goordaspore.» But the day’s fight-
ing had resulted in'a “conclusion where nothing is
concluded,” so conclusions yere to be tried again.
The Sepoy force was shattered, but not destroyed.
Their fighting power was not yet gone. Perhaps the
energy that sustained them was the energy of despes
ration' ; for to fall back was as perilous to them as to
stand still. There/svas no security for them in any
direction.  They had not more than half the '}f:ﬂ'Lnber
that first marched down to the Ravee; but they were
brave and resolute men, and, even-with such fearful
odds against them; they did not shrink from another
conflict.  The river had risen, and that which had

been a ford had mow become an island. The old

station-gun which they had brought from Sealkote
was their sole piece of artillery, ant they had no
ganners with their force; but the Drigadier’s old
“Khansaman” had lived for too many years at Artil-
lery stations not to have a shrewd conception of the
manner of working a gun. - And thus planted on the
island in the middle of the Ravee, they thought
that, for a time at least; they might defy us.  The
river had ceaged to be fordable, and the eivil autho-
rities, as a precautionary measure, had 'sunk all the
boats in the immediate neighbourhood.  So, when
Nicholson again advanced from Goordaspore, he

" could do little more in the first instance than take

ap a position out of reach of the enemy’s one gun
and send to o distanee for some boats. At daybreak
on the morning of the 16th, the desired means of
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T 'mpart had been obtained, and he was prepared to 1857,
~ attack the. enemy on their insular stronghold, The July 16,
Infantry crossed over one extremity of the island, a
mile and a quarter from the enemy's position, whilst
the Artlﬂery took post so as to cover the advance of
the column and to play upon the hostile gun.* The
Sepoys were taken by surprise. Not until a laige
part of the Fxfty-second had formed upon the island
did the mutineers know that we had even obtained a
boat. ' The Asgembly, was then sounded ; the black
troops mustered in haste and moved ronnﬂ their gun
to sweep our advancing column. But. the piece had
been elevated for service st a longer range, and in
the hurry of the moment the amateur: arvtillerymen

* had faﬂed to depress the serew, which was old and

easty, and not easily to be w orked so the shot went
harmlessly over the heads of our people. On went
‘the British Infantry, with Nicholson at their head ;
and though some, stern and steadfast to the last, stood
to be shot down or bayoneted at their gun, the rout
- soon hecame general. Many were killed on the island ;
many were drowned in the river; and a few who
escaped were given up by the people of the surround-
ing villages. These were afterwards teied by Special
Commissions, and paid the penalty of thelr crimes on
the gibbet. .
! The Movable Go]umn then maruhed back to U= Nicholson at
| ritsur; and Nicholson hastened to Lahore, swhither Lahore,
KSn' John Lawrence had alveady proceeded from
Rawul-Pindee. The General was there on the 21st
of July; on _the_22_nd,. the Chief Commissionér wrote,
Lhrou-gh hig, seeretary,: to the Commauder of the

s Colouel Bourchier a:mthn! "to concenlod by grass n.nd an cartherm
silence it at such o distance (twelve  breastwork, was almost impossible.”
hundred yards), whilst it was nearly ;

272



Delhi Force, that *the following troops were on their
way to Delhi, or would immediately march :” bl
Kumaon Battalion, about four hundred strong, which
has passed Loodhianah, and ought to be at Delhi on
the 4th or 5th of August; Her Majesty’s Fifty-sccond
from the Movable Column, now at Umritsur, six
hundred bayonets ; Mooltance Horse, two hundred ;
and a nine-pounder battery. All these troops should
be at Delhi by the 15th, and in an emergency might
make double marches. General Nicholson will com-
mand the force.” And then it was added: “The
Chief Commissioner further proposes to despateh the
troops marginally noted as quickly as possible, and

644 THE LAST SUCCOURS FROM THE PUNJAB.

Second Punjab Infantry . . . . 700 all can be at Delhi by
HM.'s Sixty-first (a wing) . . . 400 1 ] af A t
}ymgio%m aoch ler.tuiiun 1 o0 the end O ugusé
Fourth Punjub Infantry . . . .0 600 . ¢ 00
Two Companies of H.M.’s Bighth, 200 some of .th' 68
Detuclmeént of Fourth Sikhs. . 100 deal earlier. The Se-

Dawr-s’sTma;: i R S E)E'&Ond Punjab Tnfantry
9500 and Wing of Her Ma-

jesty's Sixty-first ought to be there by the 15th
proximo. The former is now on its way from
Mooltan to Fevozepore, whence it will march on the
4 " arrival of the detachment of the Bombay Fusiliers,
. U8 which left this place last night. The wing of the
i b ’ . Belooch Battalion has not yet left Mooltan; but
) orders for its march have been despatched. ‘The
Fourth Punjab Regiment is at Peshawur, and will
march in two or three days. It can hardly be at
Delbi before the end of August. The Two Companies
of Her Majesty’s Bighth are holding Jullundhur
and Phillour, and cannot be spared until relieved
by a detachment of Her Majesty’s Twenty-fourth,
now on its way from Rawul-Pindee. Rothney’s Sikhs
are at Loodhianah, and will join Brigadier-General
! 4“ ' Nicholson en route. Lieutenant-Colonel Dawes's troop
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wnﬂ be gent or not, as you may desire. It is be. 1887
lieved that light guns are not required at Delhi. All JubyPL
these troops are of excellent quality, fully equal, if

not superior, to any that the Insurgents can bring

against them, and compr ise a force of four thousand

two hundred men.” Thus was Lawrence, who did

all things on the grand Titanic scale, still sending

down his reinforcements by thousands to Delhi—

thonsands of Europeans and trustworthy Sikhs, with

a young General, whose personal presence alon: was

worth a Brigade of Horse, Foot, and Artillery.

On the 24th of July, Nicholson returned to Camp. = July 24.

His arrival had been anxiously awaited, for doubt [Efd‘";ﬁ‘[’f‘t‘(;““
and uncertainty were in all men’s minds. ‘3 peculation Delhi,

had been rife, and all sorts of rumours of the future

movements of the force had been cireulated among

them. Few had ventured to hope that the order §
would be given to them to march down to Delhi; S
for the general feeling was that the Punjab had
already been so stripped of European troops that it
could not afford to divest itself of another regiment
or another battery. But Nicholson had returned fo
the column with the joyous tidings that they were to
set their faces towards the scene of the great struggle.
“ Our only fear,” wrote an officer of the Foree, “was
that Delhi would fall before we could possibly arrive
‘there.”  But all felt that if any one could take them
down in time to participate in the crowning opera-
tions of the siege, Nicholson was the man to do it.
He was not one to los¢ an hour. On the follow-
ing day the column crossed the Beeas, moved down
hy forced marches to the Sutlej, and thence push-
ing on with all speed to the Jumna. Af Bara, on
_the 3rd of August, Nicholson®received a letter from
General Wilson, saying, *The encmy have re-esta-

A el
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_ blished the bridge over the Nujufgarh Canal (which
Augast 8—T. we had destroyed) and have established themselves
in force there, with the intention of moving on
Alipore and’ our communications to the vear. I,
therefore, eamcstly beg you to push forward with the
utmost expedition in your power, both to drive these -
fellows from my rear, and to aid me in holding my
position.” = On the 6th, Nicholson was at Umballak,
whence he wrote, “ I am just starting post for Delhi
by General Wilson's desire. The coluran should be
at Kurnaul the day after to-morrow, and I shail,
perhaps; rejoin it at Paneeput.”

Nicholsonat ~ On the following day he stood upon the Delhi
S Ridge looking down at the great city, taking in all
the wonderful suggestivenéss of the scene with that
quiet, thoughtful, self-contained solemnity of mien,
which distihguished him from all his cotemporaries.
He had much then to think ‘of in this little breath-
ing-space—much of the past, much of the future.
The time which had elapsed since his first appoint-
ment to the command of the Movable Column had
not been without certain personal annoyances, which
even in the midst of the stirring work around him
he had not been wholly able to brush aside. It was
scarcely possible that, in the position in which he
was placed, a man of Nicholson’s peculiar character
should; on no occasion, give offenice to higher autho-
ity It was his mature to steer straight on to inde-
pondeut action; to “seorn the consequence and to
do the thing.” And so it happened that those above
him thought that he was taking too much upon him-.
self, and that he was gricvously deficient in those
references and  explanations which Officialism, in
ordinary times, not iffiproperly demands, Even Sir
‘Johin Lawrence, most emphatically a mait of action,
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'wasr ﬂomewhat disturbed by the fact tha[ Nicholson
had disarmed the Thir ty-third and Thivty-fifth regi-
. menty without previously consulting the Chief-Com-
- missioner, or very promptly. mplrunmw to him the
% peason whv But afterwards, with the unfailing
frankness Whmh relieved all that was outwardly stern
and harsh in his nature, he admitted that he “could
not expect Nicholson, after knocking about in the
gun all day, to write long yarns.” ¢ Od such ocea-
sions,” he added; “a -line or two semi-officially will
satisfy me, until 1 get your formal report ; .zll I svant
to know is, what 18 done and the reason.” But
mo sooner had this little difference with the Com-

nnsmonel been smoothed' down, than another and

more Berions one avose between the Commander of
the Movable Column and the General conimanding
the Division. Nicholson had taken upon himself to
move troops, unider the command of the latter, with-
out consulting him, and had been so.severely ve-
buked, that he declared that nothing but the thought
" of the public inconvenience, which mlght vesult from
stuch a step, restrained him from throwing up his
appointment.  These wounds were still fresh, when
he reached Delhi and dsked himself whether it were
likely that, in the work which lay before him, he
would be able wholly to avoid collisions with his
fellow-workmen. = He felt that much had been done
of which he could net approve, and that much had
been. left undone which'he wounld have earnestly
counselled and he knew that all this might come
~over again, and that his resolute frecedom of speech
and independence of action right bring forth much
that would be painful to hmwdi and emb'u*rassmcr to
others. = But he had writterr o few days before to

Sir John Lawrence; saying : *“ I might have preserved

1857,

August 7.
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silence, but when in a great crisis an officer holds a
strong opinion on any matters of comsequence, I
think he fails in his duty if he does not speak it out,
at whatever risk of giving offence.”® And now le
was determined that, cost him what it might, he
would suffer his convictions to declare themselves
without restraint, regardless of everything but the
good of the Empire.

His coming had been eagerly looked for in Camp.
As day after day tidings of the rapid approach of the
Movable Column, under Nicholson, were brought in,
men began to see elearly before them the consumma-
tion of the final assault, and their hearts were glad-
dened by the prospect. The approach of this column
was, indeed, as the promise of a great deliverance;
and when it was whispered through the camp that
Nicholson had alveady arrived, it was as a cordial

to men’s souls, for a great reputation had preceded
him, and it was felt among our people that a
wighty warrior had come among them, who was
' destined to lead our troops into Delhi, and to crush
the power of the Mogul. His personal presence

¥ See the following extract from India, upwards of five years and a

a letter written to’ Sir John Law-
rence from Umballah, Aungust 6.
Lawrence had written to Nicholson,
saying, half-seriously, halfjestingly,
that ﬁe was eorrigible, and sug-
esting that he miglit do more good

y carrying others with him than by
running counter to them. To this
Nicholsou had replied : * I am very
sorry fo Lear that Geneval Gowan
has faken offence again, 1 dow't
wish fo ignore him or any other
superior; I dislike offending auy
one, and, except on prineiple, would
never have a disagreement.  You
write as if I were m the habit of
giving offence. Now, I cannof call
, to mind that since my return to

half ago, T have had any misunder. -
standings, except with ——and—,
The former, I believe, is conscious
that he did me wrong, and 1 irusg
the Iatfer will eventually make the
same admission, , . . I fear that I
must have given offence to you, too,
on: the Rawul-Pindes question, [
can ‘truly say that I opposed my
opinion fo yours with great relue-
tavpe, and had the matter been one
of less importance, L might have
preserved silence; bub when in a
great crisis an officer holds & strong
opinion on any wmatter of eénse:
?wnm}, I think he fails in his duty
if hie does not speak 1k out, at what-
evor risk of giving offence.”?
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did much to generate in men's miuds the sublime
idea of a Heto—a King of Men; of the Megistos
“who was to reign among them. He had come on in
~sdvance, by Wilson'’s request, to take counsel with
“him; and. he was soon passing from picquet to
picquet, taking in with a soldier's eye all the points
of our position, and Jooking down critically upon the
defences of the enemy. He did not at once make his
way into the hearts of men, but he impressed all with
a seuse of power. On the evening of the 7th of August,
on which day he arrvived in Camp, he dined at the
Head-Quarters Mess, and the silent solemnity of his
demeanour was unpleasantly apparent to men whose
‘habitual  cheerfuluess, when they met together for
the social meal, had been one of the sustaining in-
fluences of Camp Life, during all that long dreary
season of waiting and watching.  Next morning,
accompanied by Norman, he visited the great posi-
tion at Hindoo Rao’s house, which for two long
- months had borne the brunt of the enemy’s attacks.
Baird Smith at that time was in consultation with
Reid.*  The brave commander of the Picquet, who
had done such good service, could not hely inwardly
resenting Nicholson’s imperious manner.  But when,
after the visitor had passed on, Reid complained fo

* The following deseription is from
il History of the Siege of Dalhi:”
* Ahout this time a stranger of very
siriking appearance was “remarked
visiting: all our piequefs, examining
everything, and making most search-

ing’ imquiries about their strength
and history, His attire gave no clue
to his rank ; it evideutly never cost
the owner a thought.  Moreover, in
those anxious tines eyery one went
as he pleased; perhaps no two offl-
cers were drossed alike, Tt was soon
made out that this was General
Nicholson, whose person was nat

yet known inCamp, and it was whis-
pered, at the same time, that he was
possessed of the most brilliant mili-
tary genius. He was a man cast in o
giant monld, with massive chest and
powerful limbs, and an expression
ardent and commanding, with a dash
of roughness; features of stern
beauty, a long black beard, and deep
sonorous voice. There was. gouie:
thing of immense strength, falent,
and resolution in his whole gait and
manner, nud a power of raling men
on high ceeasions that no one could
escape noticing.” ’

1857.
August 7,
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1857. - his: compamon of Nicholson's haughty, ovérbearing
Aug. 7-12. giyle of address, the Chief Engineer answered, ¢ Yes,
but that wears off; youw will like. him ‘bettér when
you have seen more of him.”  And never were words
of good omen more surely verified, for afterwards
they became ¢ the best friends”~bound together by
an equal desire to do their duty to their country,
and, if God willed it, to die the soldier's death.
Eager to e at his work, Nicholson made ready
offer of his column to perform any service that might
be required on its first arrival. He saw at once that
there was something to be done. The enemy had
established themselves at a place on the left of our
position, known as Ludlow Castle, and had planted a
battery theve, from which they contrived greatly to
harvass our picquets, especially that- known as the
“ Metealfe Picquet;” and it was desirable in the
extreme to dislodge them. Fhid attack wupon the
eneany’s new position Nicholson would have gladly
undertaken.  But the activity of the mutincers was
so great, and their fire was so annoying, that it was
found to be. inexpedient to wait for the arrival of
the Movable Column. The work was to be done at
once, and Brigadier Showers, a right good soldier,
always cool and collected in the midst of danger and
difficulty, was commissioned to do it.
August 12.  Before daybreak on the moruing of the 12th,

%ﬂuﬁil‘;:f Showers led down his men, alonn- the Flag-staft
Castle. Road, upon Ludlew Castle. Covered by the dark-

ness, they marched quietly ou, and took the enemy
completely by surprise. A rattling fire of musketry
roused them from their sleep, and numbers were
shot down, scared and bewildered, before they counld
realise what was upon them. The Gol undauze rushed

é
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confusedly to the battery; but our attack was so 1857,
sudden and impetuous; that they could hardly firea August 12.
shot before the First Fusiliers were among them,
'ib'q}jfon-é,ting thé brave fellows at their guns. Many,
umable to work their pieces, drew their swords, and
with their backs againgt the wall, sold their lives as
dearly as they could. Masters of the battery; our
men pushed on, in the grey dawn of the morning, i
following the mutineers into the houses, where  they!
had endeavoured to find shelter, and shot them' down|
dike beasts in a cage. Some cried for mercy, and

were answered with a laugh and a bayonet-thrust

By sunrise the work had been done: ' The enemy
Thiad been driven from Ludlow Castle, and four of
their six guns had ‘been taken. The victory, how-
‘ever, had been dearly purchased. The intrepid leader

of the gssailing party had fallen severely wounded;
and Coke, who had Ted the Punjabees to the attack,
had shared the same fute: It was in the confusion
‘attending the fall of Showers that two of the enemy's
‘guns were suffered to escape; and when Colonel
Edward Greathed was aftemvards sent to bring the
force out of wction, he did: not know that these
.trophies of victory were to be recovered, or we may
be sure that he would not have returned without
them.' Enough, however, had been gained to make
the returh to Carmp a triumphal one.  To secure the
success of the surprise; the expedition had been
rendered as secret as possible. When, therefore, the
sound of the firing broke through the moming still-
ness the British Camp was aroused, and men wondered -
what was the meaning of it. - The truth was soon ap-
parent to them, and then numbers went out to meet
the returning force, and welconned them, as they came



/652 THE LAST SUCCOURS FROM THE PUNJAB. g L

in with the captured guns, rejoicing execedingly that
so good a day’s work had been done before the break-
ing of the morning’s fast.* _
ﬁr::;ﬂl:f the = It may with truth, I think, be said, that at this
Column.  point of the long and weary siege the great turning-
. August 14, point was attained. The siege-train, which was to
remedy our deplorable want of heavy ordnance, was
labouring down from Ierozepore; aund on the 14th
of Augausf, Nicholson, who had ridden back to meet
his column, marched into the Delhi Camp at the head
of his men. It was a sight to stir the spirits of the
whole Camp. Our people turned out joyously to wel-
come the arrival of the new comers; and the glad-
some strains of our military bands floated down to the
rebel city with a menace in every note. Braced
with. action, flushed with victory, Nicholson was epger
for new exploits. And he did not wait long for an
opportunity to demonstrate to*the Delhi Force that
they had not over-estimated the great qualities of the
Punjabee warrior. The enemy had gained tidings of
the approach of our siege-train from Ferozepore, and
they had determined to send out a strong force to in-
tercept it. No more welcome task could have been
assigned to Nicholson than that of cutting this force
to pieces. A well-chosen, well-equipped force of all
arms was told- off for this service, under his com-
mand ; and, with full assurance of vietory, he pre-
. pared himself for the encounter..
Angust 25, In the early morning of the 25th of August, amidst
ﬁi‘}ﬂﬁgﬂﬁh heavy rain, the foree marched out of Camp,* and
took the road to Nujufgurh, in which direction it
was believed that the Bareilly and Neemuch Brigades
* Hervey Greabhed says, that on  posed the force had suffered nt all,
this ocension we lost ninéteen men from the jolly way in which they

killed, and ninety-four wounded. He = marched back, except for seeing the
" adds: “Nobody would have sup- litters.”
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Yot the Rebel Force had moved on the preceding day:.

It was a toilsome, and, for some time, a dispiriting
march; for the road, little better than a bullock-

track at best, was sometimes lost altogether in
swanps and floods. At many points onr gun-wheels
sank in the mud up to their axles, and needed all the
strength of the Artillerymen to extricate them from
the slough. The Infantry, slipping and sliding on
. the shmy soil, conld scarcely make good their footmcr'

. and toiled on laboriously, avet to the skin, and dmg~
gled with dirt; whilst the horses of the Cavalry
struck up the 'mud blindingly into the troopers’
faces; and the eamels, ever 8o serviceably adroit
on and soil, sprawled hopelessly in the mire, and
* often Fell with their burdens by the way.  Many &
lusty odth was sworn on that morning; but if temper
was lost, hope and heart remained ; and when, after a
halt, and some renovation of exllmlsted nature, news
eawie that they were upon the track of the enemy,
and would soon be amongst them, the difficulties of
the road diminished, or appeared to diminish, and
- they moved on with cheerful eagerness. The sun was
sinking when our leading column espied the enemy,
and at the same time came upon a stream, which the
rains had flooded into the depth and dimension of a
river, The mutineers were posted along the line of
Nicholsen's advance, to the left. Divided into three
bodies, they occupied two villages and a serai in front
of them-—all protected by guns. As our troops passed
the ford—the water even there breast-high—the
enemy opened upon the British column with a shower
of shot and shell from the serai. But advancing
Bteadxly under this fire, Nicholson took in the situa.
tion with his quick solchcrs eye, forecast the action

1357,
Augnst 25,

in his mind, and when his force had crossed the -
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water, at once made his dispositions. The foremost
« point of attack, and the most perilous,: was the
serai.  Against this Nicholson determined to fling
the strength of his Xuropean troops, whilst he pro:
vided for the attack of the villages by other com-
ponents of his force,  Then, having ordered the
Sixty-first and the Fusiliers to lie down, o as to be
; clear of the enemy’s fire, he drew himself up in his
stirrups, and addressed his men.  He told the Sixty-
first that they knew well what Sir Colin Campbell
had said at Chilianwallah, and what ke had again
told the Highland Brigade before the battle of the
Alma. ‘I have now,” he said, “the same words t0
say to you, and to-you, my friends of the Fusiliers,
Hold your fire till you are within twenty or ‘thirty
yards of the enmemy, then pour your volleys into
them, give them a bayonet-charge, and the serai is
yours,” Then Tombs and Remiagton opened a gmart
fire on thé serai; and up the Infaniry sprang with &
ringing cheer, and, sinking ankle-deep-in the swampy
ground, steadily advanced, Nicholson at their head,
in the face of a shower of grape and musketry. Then
- holding back their five-—the hardest of all possible
tasks—they carried the serai, and captured the guns.®
But the vesistance wag resolute, the confliet des-
perate. The heroism which was displayed by our
people was emulated by the enemy. The Sepoys fought
well, and sold their lives dearly. ' There was a san-
guinary hand-to-hand encounter, - Many of the gun-
ners and the drivirs were bayoneted, or cut down in
the battery, and those who escaped limberéd up and

# % Paor Gabbett: of the 61st, & '35i N.1,, wiso was AD.C. te Gene-
fine Lrave soldier, twealy yards i ral Nicholson (that moment rising

adyanco of lis men, made a rush on
oue of the guns; his fool slipped,
and he was bayoneted by u gigantic

+ Pandyy but Captain:Trench, of the

from the ground, his horse having
heen shotunder him), quicklyavenged
his death by bringing down the rebel
with his revolver,”— ave Drowae.
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“thade, in hot hﬁste for the bridge crossing the Nu-
jufgurh Canal. But the attacking partypressed closely
upon them. The swampy state of the ground was
fatal to the retreat. The leading gun stuck fast in
the morasy, and anedul the advance of these in the
‘rear. Then our pursuing force fell upon them, and
before. they had made good their retreat, captured
thirteen guns and killed eight hundred of their fight-
ing men.*

) .In the ‘mean while, the Punjabees, having swept
on' to the attack of the village on the right, and
gallantly cleared it, crossed over by the rear to do
like service on t.he other village, against which 2
brisk fire of artillery had been (Inected hut here
they met with a stubborn resistance. LUHISJLTI who
. led them to the attack, was shot down; and not
until ‘a party of the Sixty-first had been sent in
support, were the despairing evergics of the mutineers
suppressed.  Night had by this time fallen vpon the
scenc. Nicho]stm was master’ of the Field, and the
enemy were in panie-flight. But our circumstances
were not cheering.  Our baggage had not come up,
and our people were compelled, hungry, weary, and
soaked as they were, to bivouac in a morass, without
food, or anything fo console and sustain t‘ncm, except

the ‘thought of ‘the victory they had gaived. Next

Morning, havmcr collected their spoil, and b’it)Wn up
the N_lguf‘curh bndge they commenced their march
back to Delhi, carrying their trophies with them.
It was ascertained afterwards that it was the Nee-
much Brigade which Nicholson had thus routed.
The Bareilly Brigade had not come up to-take patt
in the artmn 5 1) Was a miortifying reflection to the

" * g eve Tind four ﬁuua ab the and Lhree at the bridge: over tle
. sored, threo” a’i {

cach of the villages, canal.

Q.

1867,
Augnst 26,
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. British leader that this information had not heen
» communicated to him at an earlier period, 4TI do
not exaggerate,” he wrote afterwards.to Sir John
Lawrence, “when [ say that had I had a decent
political officer with me to get me a little informa-
_ tion, I might have smashed the Bareilly Brigade at
3 Palum, the next day. As it was, I had no informa-
~tion—not even a guide that I did not pick up for
 gH nmyself on the road; and had I obeyed my instruc-
: - tioms, and gone to Behauder-wurh, the expedition
would have been a fruitless one, I feel very thankful
fe for my success ; for had these two brigades succeeded
_‘ in getting into our rear, they would undoubtedly
f have done much mischief.”
The news of the victory, first conveyed to’ Delhi
by young Low, Nicholson’s aide-de-camp, who had
' ridden on in advance of the returning force, cansed
great rejoicing in Camp, and there was strong desire
to give the victors an ovation as they marched in
1 with their trophies. But Nicholson's men were weary
fr and in sorry plight for any necedless spectacular dis-
|
¥

play, so they made all haste to their quarters, and

as evening had closed in upon them before the whole
force had arrived, the ovation would have been im-
F possible, if they had been inclined to receive it. But
there were hear ty congratulations next day freely
tendered to Nicholson, who had done his work right
well, and seenred the safe advance of the siege-train.
It was believed, too, that he had weakened the enemy’s
ferce, net merely to the number of those who were
_ killed and wounded in action, for the whole hrigade
; was breken and dlql)cr%d and many never -again
showed their faces in Delhi* Since the battle of

% ¢ According to all aceounts, the  with) only numbers six bundred men
« Neemuch Brigade (tiw one I dealt now. Masy of those who fled would
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Budlee-ka-serai on the 8th of June, the English at
Delhi had gained no such victory as that which
crowned the action at Nujufgurh.

. (‘ongratu!atmns upon this brilliant achievement
poured in from all sides; but from none came they
- with greater heartiness and sincerity than from Sir
John Lawrence, who wrote to him, saying : “Though
sorely pressed with work, I write a line to congratu-

late you on your success. T wish I had the power of

knighting you on the spot. It should be done. 1
hope you destroyed no end of villanous Pandies.”*

To this Nicholson replied, August 30, 1857 : “Many
thanks for your kind letter of the 27th. I would

much rather earn the good opinion of my friends
than any kind of honorary distinction. I enclose, for
your perusal, and Edwardes’s, the rough draft of my
report. « The field was of such extent, that it was not
easy to estimate the miutineers’ loss. I think, more-
over, that they suffered more severely from the fire
of our Artillery, after they had bolted across the
bridge, than they did on the actual battle-field.
: . Hxcept where poor Lumsden was killed, they
made little attempt to stand. Most of the killed
were Kotah Contingent men. We took the Nee-
much troop of artillery complete, three light field
battery guns, and four of the King’s Own. I wish
sincerely that they had had as many more, as,

after their flank was turned, they could not have

used them; and must have lost them all.”

* In this letter Lawrence writes ;
“Don’t assault until you have given
the mutineers all the powder and

dppear never fo have returned to
. Delhi, Most of the officers with me

in the action rated ilem at six,

seven, aud eight thonsand meu, My
own iden is, that they were between
three thousand and four thousand.”

gyc&o!wu to Lawmw, August 30,

YOL. 1L

shof which the siege-train can spare,
and then go in, and may (God he
with you all.© I think if all the
troops were warned not tu disperse,
it might have an effect upon them,”

2u

1

1867,
August 25,

August 30,



658 THE LAST SUCCOURS FROM THE PUNJAR. §L

After this theve was quiet for a little spacein Camp.
All men were looking eagerly for the arrival of the
. siege-train, and for those last reinforcements which

- Lawrence was sending down from the Punjab. = Re-

ports were floating about to the effect that the Ba-
reilly Brigade was going out again, under Bukhf
Khan, to make another effort to intercept our con-
voys; but if this design were ever entertained it
was soon abandoned, for it never developed into even
(s the semblance of a fact; and all again was composure.
' Therewas not a soldier in camp who did not then feel
. that the time of waiting and watching had well-nigh
" passed-—that we should soon assume the offensive in

" carnest, with ample means to secure success. Delhi -

now seemed to be in our grasp, and the spirits of

men rose with the thought of the coming triumph.

Then was it that the mess-tents of our officers rang

with the loudest laughter; then was it that our mili-

tary bands sent up their gayest music; then was i
", that the inactivity of a disheartened enemy gave
.. ¢ unaccustomed reposu to the besieging force; then the

. healthy could- enjoy their books or games, and the

-+ sick and wounded could be brought to the doors
of their tents to inhale the pleasant evening air, or
take in the marvellous beauty of the ‘‘ view from the

A Ridge.” For nearly three months the great city,
Flg with its wealth of ordnance, had defied the best
Al courage and the best skill of the English nation.
We had been beaten hy the material vesources of an
enemy, whom, without such aids, we could have
crushed in a day. But now, as our Engineers
brought all the appliances of their craft to bear upon
the strengthening and securing of our positions, as
the space between our siege-works and the city-walls
was narrowed by their efforts, and breaching-batteries
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Wer rlslng under their hands, no man doubted that
the coming month would sce Delhi prostrate at our
feet, and the consummation of our hopes gloriously
a&éomplished Again the supremacy of the English
race in India, obscured only for a little while, was to
be re-asserted and re-established ; and there was not
a white man in camp who did Bot long, with a great
hunger of the heart, for the day when the signal
would be given, and it would be left for our English
manhood to decide for ifself whether any multitude
of Natives of India, behind their walls of masonry,
could deter our legions from a victorious entrance
into the imperial city of the Mogul.

et

202

QL.

1867.
August,
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THE LAST NUZZUR TO THE KING OF DELHT.—~Page 12.

[From Mr, William Edwards® ¢ ileminiscences of # Bengal
~ (Clivilian""—a work which containg much interesting and sug-
gestive lnformatmn relating to the rebe]hon in ihe North-
West Provinces. ]

 As soon as the camp arrived at Delhi, the Government
durbar records were produced, in order that reference should
be made to the etiquette followed as regarded the Ewmperor,
on those previous rare occasions in which Governor-Generals
had visited the imperial city. It was found that although
the relative position of the Gtovernor-Geeneral and the Empe-
ror did not admit of their exchanging visits, yet that a depu-
tation had been sent on the part of the Governor-General
to ask after the health of his Majesty, and tender him a
¢ Nuzzur’ of a certain amount of gold mohurs, which in
reality amounted to an expression of submission and fealty
on the part of the British Government to the Great Moghul

S,

and an acknowledgment of holding our Indian possessions as -

his feudatory. As, however, this had been the usual practice,
no question was raised as to its propriety; and therefore,
without any previous intimation to the Governor-General of
what was about to bo done, Mr. Thomason and myself, ac-
companied by Colonel Broadfoot, proceeded to the palace on
elephants, each being provided with a silk bag full of gold
mohugs for presentation to the King.. We were required to
procead without sny shoes into the immediate presence—such
having been in all ages in India the usual mark of respect on
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the part of an inferior on approaching a superior. On this
oceasion we compromised the matter by putting short worsted
cashmere socks over our boots, and thus entered the hall of
audience. On a curtain being drawn aside, we saw the old
King, then apparently a very feeble old man above seventy
years of age, seated on his throne, which was elevated so as
- to have the royal person, as he sat cross-legged, on a level
with our faces. 'We made a low obeisance to the Emperor,
and on approaching the throne, each in succession presented
his bag of gold mohurs, and inquired after his Majosty’s
health and prosperity. 1 confess'to a feeling of awe and
solemnity passing over me as I siepped up and addressed this
representative of a long line of kings and of a onee powerful
empire, and presented my Nuzzur to his Majesty’s accept-
ance, which was remarkable as being the last that was ever
offered on the part of a British subject to the imperial house
of Timour. The King simply received it, and ordered us to
be robed in dresses of honour, and to lave turbans bound
rotind our heads. ~'I'his was done in due form ; we made our
" ce to the King, and departed. We remounted our
elophuits; and wero paraded through the chief streets of Delhi
as “ those whom the King delighted to honour.” The ridi-
culous transformation we had all three undergone, clad in
thieso robes of tinsel tissue, drove all feelings of solemnity
* Jand respect out of my mind. I contrived to get shead of
“my party, and stripping off my own finery as [ sat on the
howdah, made my way to the Governor-Generals tent, to
beg his lordship to come and see the chief secretary and
Colonel Broadfoot as they arrived in camp, and before dis-
mounting from their clephants, as these two estimable gentle-
men looked as if they had gone suddenly mad, and decked
themselves out in a manner worthy of ¢ Madge Wildfire.’
The Governor-General begzed me to explain what we had
been doing, and on my informing him, his- lovdship’s indig-
nation and surprise were extreme; and then, for the first
time, T myself becams alive to the impropriety of an act
which, in reality, made Queen Vietoria, in Eastern ostina-
tion at least, hold her Indian possessions as g mere feudatory
and vgssal of the imperial house of Delhi, '
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= 'q Governor-General immediately issued instructions,
forbidding the presentation in future to the King of any
offerings by British subjects, and directed me to ascertain

the avernge annnal amount of gifts received by his Majosty

for the past ten years, in mdm that an equivalent amount
should be added to the royal stipend from the British treasury

in future, The Governor-General’s measure was without
doubt right and politic. The misfortune was that it had not

heen adopted years hefore.’”’

CAPTALN ROSSER AND THE FLIGHT TO DELEL—Page 67.

[Tar following extracts from letters, addressed to the
author, with reference to the statement referred to in the
text,. frequently made and never before, I behmre pﬂbln:iv
contradicted, that the late Captain Rosser, of the Oambmeers
had, on the 101;11 of May, proposed to Yk squadron of ki
regiment and a troop of Horse Axtillery, to cut off the figl
of the mutineers to Delhi, afford a curious lllustratloﬁ 0#’
difficulties which beset the path of the historical inquirer.|

; Sir Arvehdale Wilson.

“T4 is certamly not true that Captain Rosser offered to take
his sq_uadron in pursuit of the matineers botmd for Delhi on
the evening of the 10th of May, 1857—at least, to my know- |,
ledge—the first I ever heard of such a story being shown to |
me in some rough sheets of your History. Captam Rosser =
was a good and gallant officer, and may have made such an
offer to his own immediate commanding officer, Colonel
Custance, thaugh I do not believe that any one of the force &\
knew that evening that the mutineers had made for Delhi. g
I thti not until the next morning.”—ee. 6, 1568, P

;\'

; My, Charles Ratkes. .4‘-‘ e :-- R i
.« .+ Thad the good fortune to become well. acqua.mted 1

with Major Rosser during the voyage from Tndia to Suez '
early 1 1858, He told mé inso many words what I asserted .
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~in my little work, It was not possible for me to doubt the
‘statenient of a man so modest, grave, and straightforward, of
such high principle and solidity of character, and I, there-
fore, asserted as a fact what I believed and still believe to be
true.”’==Deo. 17, 1868,

Colonel Custance.

“ The late Major Rosser was a gallant and good officer, but

he did not offer to take a detachment of Dragoons and Horse

- Axtillery in pursnit of the mutineers escaping to Delhi on the

10th of May, 1857. Had he done g0 I must have known it,
as I was his commanding officer.”—/ec. 21, 1868,

- [t was not thought necessary to pursue the inguiry any
farther. 1If the offer were not made by Captain Rosser to
the commanding officer of his regiment or to the Brigadier
commanding the station, it cannot have been made at all in
any military—any public—sense, and certainly the proposal
cannot have been officially recognised. -But that, on the
night of the 10th of May, Captain Rosser expregsed his
willingness to lead 2 mounied detachment to cut off the
mutineers (though the offer may never have taken the regu-

- lation-shape), can hardly, I think, be questioned. ]

SERVICES OF SYUD MEER KHAN.—Page 69.

“The Sirdar Bebaudur, Syud Meer Khan Sahib, a pen-
sioner receiving six hundred rupees a month, for aid rendered
to the Caubul prisoners aud good conduct in Afghanistan,
who had, on hearing the disturbince, immediately joined the
Commissioner, and offered to escors him to the European lines ;
but it was decided that there was no hope of the lady escaping
through the crowd. He then went out to hold back the mob,
and was shot through the thigh, and his horse mortully
wounded.  This fine Afghan was obliged to retire to the city.
He came {o the Dum-Dumma the next morning in spite of
his wound, and was at the battles of the Hindun. When the
mob attacked the house, the Comnfissioner and his wife, with
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%fw-ﬁe..of one of the residents of the station, retived to the
roof ; when asked where their master and mistress were, thoe
servants said that they had gone to church : though drawn
‘swords were put to his throat, the Jemadar, Gholab Singh,
persisted in this statement, and the other servants wore faith-
fully silent regarding their master’s presence,”——Repert of
My, Commissioner Willicuns.

THE MURDER OF MR. FRASER.—Page 79.

[The following is the evidence of Buktawuss, or Bukhtawar
Singh; Chuprassy, as given at the trial of the King of
Dabiy o

T was the servant «n duty supervising the repairs of the
Fort diteh, and was going with the account book for Captain
Douglas’ inspection. I was on my way, when a trooper
eame galloping up from the direction of the Calcutta Gate.
The trooper had not reached the Palace Gate when 1 observed
that Captain Douglas was standing there. I saw Captain
Douglas speaking to the man; but before I reached the
Palace Gate myself the trooper turned his horse and rode off.
Captain Douglas told me to go up to his apartments, and
said that he was going to the interior of the Palace and should
return immediately.  Captain Douglas did so, and I stayed
at the gate, Makhan, Kishan Singh and others. accompanied
‘him.  Oaptain Douglas had hardly gone when Mr. Eraser
arrived in his buggy snd inquired for him. Mr. Fraser
alighted and walked on through the covered way up to the
opening. He then said to me he was going to the Calcutta
Gatg, and that T was to tell Captain Douglas so on his retarn,
I then myself proceedod in the direction of the King's apart-
ments and met Captain Douglas returning in a state of
excitement. I gave him Mr. Fraser'’s message. Captain
Douglas went to the Lalore Gate of the Palace, and told the
Native officer on guard there to close it, which was done.
Captain Douglas at the same time gave orders that no erowd
was to be allowed to assemble on the bridge leading into the

-



| Palace, Just about this time an officer of the King’s, atypled
a captain, also came there from the direction of the main
street of Delhi, The gate had been closed and Captain
Douglas’ buggy was inside, so he directed me to ask this
Native officer for his buggy that he might go in it as far as
the Caleutta Gate, whither Captain Douglas proceeded in i,
I oceupying the seat behind. At the Caleutta Gate we found
Mxr. Fraser; My, Nixon, head elerk, and four or five other
gentlemen. The gate was closed after a short time. Mr.
Fraser and Captain Douglas got info the buggy together, and
were returning to the Palace accompanied by the other gen-
: tlemen on horseback, but had not proceeded far swhen four or
‘ five troopers came galloping up ab full speed from the diree-
tion of the Bllenborough Tank. Abouf this time, there was
a general cry that the troopers had come. On reaching the
party of gentlemen, one of the troopers wounded Mr. Hut-
chinson in the arm with a pistol shot ; the others also fired,
but without effect. On this Mr, Fraser and Captain Douglas
both got out of the buggy and went out of the way of the
mutineers, and stood by the guard-rgom of the Constabulary
Force at the gate: two more gentlemen joined them there.
My, Fraser got a musket from the Constabulary Force, and
shot one of the troopers. This checked the others, and they
turned and fled. A great crowd had by this time’ collected,
and Captain Douglas and another gentleman jumped into the
Fort, diteh, along which thoy came on to the Palace Gate,
Mz, Fraser snd others coming by the road ; but there was
guch confusion at the time, I can’t say how. Captain
Douglas was in a fainting state from the injuries he had
| received from jumping into the ditch, and we accordingly
¢ laid hjm on a bed in the Kuliyat Khana, In a short time
SR Mr. Jennings, the clergyman, came down, and at his sug-
gestion Captain Douglas was taken up to the apartndbnts
above the gate, where he was placed on a bed, Mr. Jennings
sending the servants away, and telling them not to crowd
about the place. We then received an order to go for the
King’s physician, and Abdulla Chuprassy fetched him ac.
cordingly. The physician, Ahsan Ullah Khan, had just left,
when we servants who were sitting there saw some five

APPENDIX,
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‘Mahomedans, King’s servants, coming along the covered way
ealling out, “Din, din "  Just at this time Mr. Fraser hap-
petied to come down to the foot of the stairs, and these men
immediately attacked him and killed him with their swords,
While this was happening on the north side of the gate, a
mixed erowd, armed with swords, bludgeons, &c., ran up the
stairs on ‘the south side, and gained the apartments, above,

those assembled on the north side joining them there,”
JY . ’

: | \THE 018-5UTLES oners,—Page 162. i
* [The further note on the loyal bearing of the Cis-Sutlej
chiefs will be given in yolume iii.]

REMOVAL OF CAPTAIN HODSON FROM THE GUIDE CORPB.—
- Page 182.

{The following passage from a letter written to Hodson’s
biographer by the Military Secretary to the Punjab Com-
missioner, explains fully the eircumstances referred to in the
text.  After speaking of the question of the regimental
accounts and the action of the Court of Inquiry, the writer
_ proceeds to say :]

¢ &till, in so far as the inquiry was concerned, Major H.,
had he survived, might perbaps have commanded the Guides
to this day. His removal was entivoly another affair. In
addition to the command of the Guides, Lieutenant H. held the
offic of Accountant Commissioner in eivil charge of Fuzofyze.
Lienteunt Godby, of the Guides, was soverely sounded by
- an assassin at Murdan, the Guides Corps station in December,

1853. The assassin was cut to pieces on the spot by some
men of the corps, * His body was identified, but all efforts to
discover the motives of the misereant or his abettors proved
fruitless;  Licutenant Hodson’s suspicions, however, fell
upon Kader Khan, the Mullik of Tooroo (four miles distant
from Murdan), the most wealthy and influential chicf in

Buzofyze.  He even further enterfained the hope of being

(]

L.
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able to conviet this Kader Khan of having caused the murder
of the late Colonel Mackeson; but finally, and after a length-
ened imprisonment of seven months in the Peshawur gaol,
Kader Khan was arraigned by him in the Commissioner’s
Court on one charge only, viz. that of having instigated the
attack upon Lieutenant Godby. The case completely broke
down, and the trial ended in a full acquittal. Tieutenant
Hodson’s proceedings were strongly condemned by Lord Dal-
housie, who directed his dismissal from civil employ, and that
he should not retain command of the Guides, it being incom-
patible with the public intevests that he should ever again
hold any position of aunthority in the distriet of Euzofyze,
and that his getting another command thereafier should
depend upon the resnlt of the Military Court of Inquiry. The
inquiry had not, hbwever, closed so far as to prodoce any
result, when the Court of Directors took notice of the trial of
Kader Khan of Tooroo, and in conveying their approval of
the Governor-General’s decision wpon it, they added their
¢ desire’ that Lieutenant Hodson should not ¢ again be en-
trusted with any command whatever.” ”

THE PUNISHMENT OF ALL AHABAD.—Page 270.

[from the ¢ Travels of a Hindoo,” by Bholanauth-Chunder.
Edited by a Government Secretary, and dedicated to the
Governor-General of India. |

“They speak of it as a fearful epoch of unexampled
atrocities on the one side, and of an unparalleled retaliation
on the other. There were the Sepoys with the blood of mur-
dered officers on their heads, and budmashes and bullies, and
cut-throats and eut-purses, all acknowlelging a fraternal
tie, and holding a bloody carnmival. But it was impossible
that twenby uncongenial parties, divided by quarrels about
caste, quarrels about religion, quarrels about power, and
quarrels about plunder, could long act together in an un-
disturbed concert. . Soon as batch after batch of Englishmen
arrived to re-establish the Saxon rule, they were driven like
* chaff before the wind, Then followed a dreadful sequel-—the
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horror of horrors. The martial law was an outlandish demon,
the like of which had not been dreami of in Oriental demon-
ology. Rampant and ubiguitous, it stalked over the land
devouring hundreds at a meal, and surpassed in devastation
the rakhasi, or female carnival of Hindoo fables. It mattered
little whom the red-coats killed ; the innocent and the guilty,
the loyal and the disloyal, the well-wisher and the traitor, were
confounded in one promiscuous vengeance. To ‘bag the
nigger,” had become a fayourite phrase of the military sports-
men of that diy. ¢ Pea-fowls, partridges, and Pandies rose
‘together, but the latter gave the best sport. Tancers ran a
tilt at o wreteh whe had teken to the open for his covert.’
In those bloody assizes, the bench, bar, and jury were none
of them in a bland humour, but were bent on paying off
scores by rudely administering justice with the rifle, sword,
and halter, making up for one life by twenty. The first

- spring of the British Lion was terrible, its claws were indis-
criminating. "

% One’s blood still runs cold to remember the soul-harrow-
ing and blood-freezing gcenes that were witnessed in those
days. There were those who had especial reasons to have
been anxious to show their rare qualifications in administering
drum-head justice, scouring through the town and suburbs,
they caught all on whom they could lay their hands, porter
or pedlar, shopkeeper or artisan, and hurrying them on throuvgh
a mock trial, made them dangle on the nearest tree, Noar
six thousand beings had been thus summarily disposed of and
launched into eternity, their corpses hanging by twos and
threes from branch and sign-post all over the town, speedily
contributed to frighten down the country into submission
and tranquillity.  For three months did eight dead-carts daily
go their rounds from sunvise to sunset, to take down the
corpses which hung at the cross-roads and market-places,
poisoning the air of the city, and to throw their loathsome
burdens into the Ganges. Others, whose indignation bad a
more practical turn, sought to make capital out of those
troublosomo times. The martial law was a terrible Gorgon
in their hands to turn men into stone, the wealthy and timid
wore threstened to be criminated, and they had to. buy up
their lives‘as bost they could under the circumstances.” ;

L]
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i PROCLAMATIONS AND OORRESPONDENCE OF THE NANA SAHIB.
' : i : Page 351, .

B [The following extracts from the correspondence of Doondoo
Punt, Nana Sabib, illustrate the means by which he endea-
veured by a succession of hoastful lies to stimulate the ani-
mosity and fo sustain the courage of his followers. These
papers were sent in by Nana Nerain Rao, of whom mention
is made in the text, and placed in the hands of Greneral Neill,
who commissiened Major Gordon to translate them, The
following is from the journal of that officer :]

“A relutive of the Nana sent in & quatitity of the Nana’s
property and ten of his horses from Bithoor this morning,
and came himself and called on General Neill in the forenoon.
He had been confined hy the Nana. In the evening two
hoxes were bronght in containing the whole of the Nana’s
correspondence, and his letter-book containing copies of all
his orders, written in the Persian language. They huve been
made over to me, which is & rich treat; and I saf poring over
these letters until eleven o’clock at night, and finished with
the one in which e ordered the destruction of all Europeans
who left in boats.” ' -

PROULAMATION, DATED JULY GTH,

““A traveller just arrived at «Cawnpore from Caleutta, had
heard that previous to the distribution of the cartridges, a
council had been held for the purpose of depriving the Hin-
doostanees of their faith and religion. The members of the
council came to the decision, since it was a matter affecting
| religion, it would be right to have seven or eight thousand

b Huropean soldiers that fifty thousand Hindoostanees might
p be destroyed, and all (the rest) beecome Christians, This

resolution was seut to Queen Victoria, and received her

_ approval.  Again another council was held, at which the

. Tinglish merchants assistod. It was here determined that the
Fauropean force should be made equal to the Hindoostanee

army (in numbers) go that when the contest took place there

; should be no fear of failure, When this ropresentation (from

@ council) was reud in England, thirty-five thousand soldiers

Were embarked m a.II haste and despatched to Indig, and the
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* nows of their departure has reéached Caleutia. The Bahibs of
Calcutta ordered the distribution of the cartridges with the
especial ohject of making Christians of the Native army, so
that swhen the army became  Christians thers would B no
delay in ‘making Christians of the ryots. These cartridges
were mmbbed over with the fat of pigs and cows, This fact
has been asserted by Bengalees who were employed in the
manufacture of the cartridges, and of those who related this,
one has been executed and all the rest put into confinement.
They (the Sahibs) made their arrangements "here. This is
the news from thepce (Kurope). The Turkish Ambagsador
wrote from Londent to the Sultan to inform him that thirty-
- five thousand men have been despatched to Hindoostan for
the purpese of making Christians of the Hindoostanees. The
Sultan of Room-—may God porpetuate his sovereignty l-—
despatehed a Firman to the Pasha of Egypt to this eftect :
 You fire an ally of Queen Victoria. But this is not the
season for smity, inasmuch as my Ambassador writes that
thirty~five thousand soldiers have been despatched to Hin-
doostan for the purpose of making Christians of the Natfive
ryot-s and troops. Therefore, in this case, whilst a remedy is
in my power, if 1 should be negligent, how shall I show my
face to God? And this day (i.e. conjuncture) may some
time or other be my own [meaning this may some day be
his own case] since, if the English make the Hisdoostanees
Ohristians, they will make an attempt on my dominions.’

% When the Pasha of Egypt received this I'irman, he, pre-
vious to the arrival of the (English) force, assembled and or-
- ganised his troops at Alexandria, which is on the road fo
Hindoosten. The moment the soldiers (English) appeared,
the Pasha’s troops opened an artillery fire upon them from all
sides, and destroyed and sunk their ships, so that not a single
soldier ezeaped.

- *When the English at Caleutta had issued their order for
the distribution of the cartridges, and the disturbances had
arisen, they anxiously looked out for the freops from London
to aid them. But the Alinighty, in his perfect ommnipotence,
had already disposed of these. When the news of the

slaughter of the army from Londou became known, the

e
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Governor-General was greatly afflicted and distressed, and
thumped his head.

“ Persian Quatrain.—1In the beginning of the night he pos-
sessed the power over life and property.—In the morning his
body was without a head, and his head without & crown.—
In ome revolution of the ewrulean sphere neither Nadir
(Shsh*) remained nor any sigm of him.

*Issued from Painted Garden of the Peishwah.”

“ T ﬁam Sing, Cotwal of Cawnpore.
e “You are hereby ordered to make known within your
Jurisdiction, that whoever may have in his possession any
property plundered from the English, such as chairs and
tables, china and metal dishes, arms, buggies, medical appa-~
ratus, horses, and wood, or railway officers’ property, such
as beams, iron, wire, jackets, coats and trousers, goats and .
sheep, must, within four days, produce such property.
Should any one secrete such things, and they be found here-
after in his house when searchedy he will be visited with
~condign chastisement. Should any person haye in his house
an Englishman or any children (haba logue), he must produce
them, and will niot be questioned ; but any person concealing
the above, will be blown into the path of destruction from
the cannon’s mouth, :
“Dated 4th Zikad, or 24th June”

[The following appears to have been written after the
Qrassacre at the Ghaut. ]
¢ To Rughoonath Sing, Bhowany Sing, &e.,

“ Officers of the Regiment at Bcetapoor (Forty-first N. L),
and Wahid Ali Khan, Naib Ressaldar, First Trragular
Cavalry, at, Bikandra,

* Gireeting,—Your petition, presented by Meer Punah Ali,
has been received. Its contents have become known to me.

The report of your bravery and gallantry has given me great

* Play upon wordsew" Nadir,” if I remember rightly, is the enith.—
« Translator, _ - '
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isure, ¢ much praise he yours, thus should you ever act,
thus lot men act.” Here (Cawnpore) this day 4th Zikad
(27h June), the white faces have fought with us. The whole
of them, Ly the grace of God, and the destroying fortune of
the Jing, have entered hell. A salute in honour of this event
has been fired as usual. It belioves you also to celebrate this
vietory with rojoicings and peals of artillery. Moreover,
your request for permission to fight with the infidels has
given me great satisfaction. In a few days, when order shall
‘have been restored in this district, the victorious foree which
has now swelled to a large army, still daily increasing, will
cross the Ganges, continue to hem in the infidels until the
arrival of my camp. This event will tuke place shortly ; and
then display all your valonr. Bear in mind that the peopls
pertain to both faiths. Thoy must be neither molested nor
injured in any way. Have a care to protect’ them, collect
supplies,’and keep them in readiness.
* Dted 4th Ziked St. 1278, 27th Jane, 1857.”

+ % To Holas Singhy Cotwal.

Whereas, by the grace of God and fortune of the king, all
the English at Poona and in Punna have been slain and sent
to hell, and five thousand English who were at Delhi have
heon put to the sword by the royal troops. The Government
is now everywhere victorious ; you ave, therefore, ordered to
proclaim these glad tidings in all cities and villuges by beat
of drum, that all may rejoice on hearing them. All eause
for appreliension is now removed.

- * Dated Sth Zikad, 1st July, 1857.”

“ To Baboo Rambuksh, Talooydar, Dhondia Khera, Oude.

*“ Gireeting,— Your petition dated 6th Zikad (29th June),
reporting the slaughter of the English, and the deaths in
battle of your brotheér Sudhainan Sing, with two officers, and

| also begaing for my favour as s reward for your self-devotion,
- has been perused.  You are hereby informed, that I also am
| grieved at your loss, but the will of God must be submitted
! to.  Moreover, this cvent (the doeath of his brother) has
| voL, 1. * 2% '
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happened in the cause of Govermment, and you will ‘ever
remain the ohject of my protection.’ Havo no manner of
fear, Gtovernment will certainly befriend you.

“Dated 10th Zikad, or 3rd July, 1857.”

% Tp Holas Sing, Cotwal.

“ Whereas sundry persons of the town, on hearing the
report of European troops having marched from. Allahabad,
are abandoning their homes and seeking shelter in villages,
you_are herehy ordered to have proclaimed throughout the
town that infantry, cavalry, and artillery have marched to
repel the English. Wherever they may be met, at Futteh~
_pore, Allahabad, or wherever they may be, the revenging
force will thoroughly punish them. Let all remain without

* fear in their homes, aud pursue their usual avocations.

“Dated 12th Zikad, or 5th July, 1857.”

Aot

“ To the Officers of the Army.

¢ T have been groatly pleased with your zeal, valour, and
loyalty, Your labours are deserving of the highest praise.
The organisation and seale of pay and rewards established
here will have likewise to be established for you. ILet your
minds be at rest, all promises made will be fulfilled. Troops
of all arms have this day crossed the Ganges en route to
Lucknow ; you will be aided in every possible way to slay
the unbelieving Nazarines, and despatch them to hell. The
greatest reliance is placed on your readiness and bravery to
cecure victory.  On receipt of this order, certify to me, under
your hiand and seal, that you have learned its contents, and
are ready to co-operate in the destruction of the infidels.
Have no fears as regards ordnance stores. Any amount of
ammunition and heavy guns is available.  Shuarf-ood-Dowlah
and Ali Reza Beg, Cotwal of Lucknow, have heen ordered to
supply provisions. They will do so; but should they fail in
this duty inform me, and a conspicaous example will be made
of them. All of you display valour and fortitude. May
vietory speedily erawn your efforts, thus shall I myself be at
liberty to proceed towards Allahabad. There can be no hesi-

*




f;éktibli?'oﬁ"yonr ‘part or on mine. After this rapid success,
march to Allababad and conquer there,
 Dated 14th Zikad, 7th July, 1857.”

® . 7

- % 7o Kalkapershad, Canoongoe— Oude.
o Gmetmg — Your ‘petition has been received, stating
" that seven boats containing Furopeans were going Limm the
rivor from Cawnporo, and thab two partios of your men who
were at the spot joined the Government troops and fired-on
them o unremittingly that they proceoded, slaying the
English the whole way, as far as the villages of Abdool Azeez,
when the horse artillery and yourself in person joined the
rest, and sank six of the boats, the seventh escaping through
the force of the wind. You have performed a great lmd,
and 1 am highly pleased with your conduct. Persuere in
your: dovotion ‘to the Glovernment cause. This order is sent
youas a mark of fayour, Your petition, with which a Kuro-
pean was sent in, has also reached me. The European has
been sent to hell, thus adding to my satisfaction,
“Dated 16th Zikad, or th July, 18577

“ To the Tﬁanm{ar of Sirsoul.

Tl vietorions army of Government had marched towards
_A]lalmbad to oppose the Huropeans, and it has now heen
reported that the latter have deceived the Government tronps,
aftacked and scattered them. Some troopsare said to rewain
there; you are, thercfore, ovdered to instruct the landholders
in your jurisdiction and in Futtehpore, that every brave man
should join heart and hand to defend his faith, to put the
Europeans to the sword, and send them to hell. Conciliate
all ancient influential landholders, and persuade them to unite
in the cause of their religion to slay and send to hell all the
infidels:  Moreover, tell them that Government will give
every man his due, and that those who assist it shall be
rewarded.
“ Dated 20th Zikad, 13th July, 1857.”
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“ 1o the Bahadoors and Officers of Cavalry, Awtillery, and

‘ | Infantry at Tucknow. - .

% Groeeting.—A foree of about one thousand British, with
" several guns, wern marching towards Cawnpore from Allaha-
G bad, | To arvest and slay these men an army was despatched.
. The British aro advancing rapidly. On both sides men fall
wounded or killed. The Europeans arc now within seven
koss of Cawnpore, and the fisld of battle is warmly econtested.
It is reported that Europeans are coming up the river in
steamers, and strong defonces have consequently been con-
structed without the town of Cawnpore. Here my troops are
prepared, and at a distance the battle rages; you are, there-
fore, informed that the aforesaid British are opposite the
district of Baiswara, on this bank of the river It is very
_ probable that they may attempt to cross the Ganges.  You
AL must, for this reason, send some troops into the Baiswara

i country to shut them in on that side, My force will press
them from this diroction, and by this combined action tho
slaughter of the infidels may be achieved, as is most desirable.

““ Should these people not be destroyed, there can be no
doubt they will press on to Delhi, Betwoen Cawnpore and
Delhi thero is no one that could stand agaimst them. We
must without fail combine to destroy them root and hranch.

“1It is also said that the British may cross the Ganges ;
some Englisk still remain in the Bailey Gusrd and maintain
the fight, whereas hero there is not a living Engligh person
left. Send troops immediately across the river, at Sheoraj-
pore, to surround and cut up the Europeans.

“Dated 23rd Zikad, or 16th July, 1857.”

APPENDIX,

_ [This is the last of the series. On that same evening Have-~
8 lock’s force encamped near Cawnpore, and whilst victory was
being proclaimed by the Nana's order in the city, he him-
self was flying for his life, and hisfollowers were being dis-
persed in all directions, ]
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RECRUITING AT PESHAWUR.—Page 492,

[ The folh:wnw is the paragraph in Colonel Edwandes’s
- ﬂ[utmy Report, to which reference is made in the text.
There is no contribution to the history of the great Crisis in
the Punjab more valuable or more interesting than the
document from which this extract is made :]

¢ Dellii was not to be recovered by a coup de main. The
Hmdoo Sepoys, having mulinied about a eartri lge, had
nothing to propose for an empire, and fell in of necessity
“with the ouly policy that was feasible at the moment, 2
Mahiomedan King of Delhi; and certainly no other pnllcy
could have given such life to the coming struggle. Hitherto
the question had been purely domestic between the English
and their Hindoostanee army, a quarrel in which the Afghan
tribes would merely desire to be on the conquering side. But
a war between the Moslem and the Christian for empire must
needs agitate every village in which there was a mosque and
a moollah ; and the city of Peshawur in particular, with its
sixty thousand imbabitaits, had always been a hotbed of
intrigue. Humanly speaking, I consider that the border at
this critical period was mainly kopt under by the levying of
a militia. Afghans are fanatical, but avarico is their ruling
passion. Ivery idle vagrant, every professional robber, every
truculent student in the mosques, at whose finger-ends fanati-
cism was beginning to tingle, found a market for his sword.
The population of the Peshawnr Valley had never been dis-
armed. Being liable to raids from their neighbours, they
had been allowed to keep arms in their houses ; though none
but outside villagers might wear arms abroad. If was not
difficult, therefore, to collect any number of armed footmen
at a short notice, Good horses are not plentiful in this irri-
gated country; but the head men of every village have two
or three hacks, and the enlistment of their farm servants on
these rips, attached all the hamlets, ono by one, to our cause,
and got. up quite a hearty feeling, such as certainly I never
saw before among them. One can smile now at the scenes
that took place morning and evening ri the honrs of enlist~

ment, It was necessary to sustain the dignity of the Imperial

I
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Government even in our distress. Long before the time
erowds of candidates for employment thronged the gateways

_and pverflowed into the garden, the jockeys of unconquerably
vicious horses endeavouring to reduce them to a show of
docility by galloping them furiously about till the ericical
moment of inspection came. At last, sick at heart from the
receipt of a bad telogram from the provinces, but endeavonr-
ingr to look happy, out I used to go, and face some hundreds
of the chiefs and yeomen of the country, all eager to gather ,
from the Commissioner Sahib’s countenance how the ¢ King
of Delhi’ was getting on, Then the first horseman would
be brought up, The beast perhaps would not move, The
rider, the owner, and all the neighbours would assail him with
whips, stieks, stones, and Pushtoo reprosches that might have
moved a rock ; but nothing would do till the attempt was
given up, and the brute’s head turned the other way, when
ho went off at a gallop amid roars of laughter from the
Pathans, who havo the keenest perception of both fun and
vico,  No. 2 would make g shift to come up, but every man
and boy in the crowd could see that he was lame on bwo or
three legs. Then the argument began, and leg by leg, blemizh
by blemish, the animal was proved by a multitude of wit-
nosses (who had kuown him for very many, years) to be per-
feetly sound; and so the enlistment went on from day io
day, affording immense occupation, profit, and amusement to
the people, and answering a great many good ends. Now
and then an orderly of the Hindoostance Irregular Cavalry,
admirably armed and mounted, would pass the spot, and
mark his opinion of the ¢levies’ by a coutemptuous smile.
But, nevertheless, he told his comrades in the lines that the
country people were all with the Euglish, and it was. of no
use to desert or to intrigue.”

SIR HENRY BARNARD'S LAST LETTEE T0 THE GOVERNOR-
GENERAL—Page 569.
" [The following letter was written to Lord Canning by Sir
. H. Barnard, three days bofore his death. He seems to have
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 desived that, in the event of his demise, its contents should be
> made known to the world ;] :

¥ Camp sbove Delhi, July 2, 1857.
“My pear Lorp CanNwve;—DEre this reaches yoti, the
Dusiness here will have been settled s if successfully, well ; if
_a failure, T shall like to leave behind me a brief record of the
service of the little force.
| “'The work of reduction or re-occupation of Delhi was evi-
dently greatly under-estimated. ~Delhi, when once its gates
' were shut, and its immense arsenal and magazirie in the hands
of insurgent troops, became a formidable operation to reduce.
When added to this the passions of the people were roused,
and the cry raised of a new ¢ Mogul dynasty,’ it hecama as
important as formidable. -
¢ With means totally inadequate, this force was sent n.,;mmsi,
it, reinforced by detachments from Meerut, who were {0 have
provide"d sappers, gunners, and field implements ; when all
had formed a junction the foree barely arrived at three thou-
sand eight hundred. Meernt sent no gunners, and only asmall
number of sappers, and these unprovided.  On the 8th June
we started from Alipore, met the enemy at Budlie-ka-Serai,
. .and from thence drove them from the height above Delhi.
Here the Commanding Artilleryman and Chief Eungineer pro-
posed to commence the attack; batteries were planned and
erected, but the distance was too great. After eight days, T
found the side of the town which st bo silenced before we
got approaches quite as alive as ever, The Artilleryman
admitted the distance foo great, and the Engineer his in-
ability to make batteries, having positively not a single sand-
bag! I wus promised reinforcements, and for their arrival 1
determined to wait., They have arrived, and now comes the
" decisive moment, and Iconfess to you I never was so puzzled.
The force I have amounts to about five thousand, and com-
prises almost all the Europeans in the Upper Provinees ; quite
enongh, if freo, to re-establish the couutry, but quite in-
sufficient to storm Delhi, guard the camp, and keep open my
communications with the rear for supplies, &e. If I succeed
in the gambler’s throw, well and good, but if I fail, the game
is up, and all I can uped to be able to do would o to offoct

3
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an honourable retreat, carrying off sick, wounded, and guns.
To add to my distresses, dissatisfaction is proved to exist in
the Native troops just arrived, and some have been detected
in trying to tamper with the men of Coke’s Corps..  These
fellows are to be hanged to-night ; but the Ninth Irregular
Cavalry and some of the Seikh Corps are known to be tainted,
and would like an opportunity of doing us any mischief they
could. Thus it is, with enemies without, traitors within, and
& task before me I cannot in reason feel my force competent
to undertake,*I am ealled upon to decide. Much is said
about the Native charactor and aptitude at turning tail, but
where the treasure is I fear the heart will be found also, for
all these miscreants are laden with plander they will not
abandon, and they know full well that every man’s hand is
against them. They dare not fly. '

* My men are very tired ; wo have had since the action of
Budlie-ka-Serai no less than ten affairs, seven of which
employed my whole force, cavalry and infantry ; in each we
experienced heavy loss, but inflicted greater.  The traitors
are, or rather were, tired ; they openly said it was no use
fighting, and that unless assisted they would fly in four days.
Yesterday brought them the Bareilly people, so we shall have
our eleventh to-morrow. After that I think the gamg i§
over. The Ghwaliors are 1ot coming on, and we shall have
defeated them all in turn. But to be useful I must, enter the
city, and this will, I am fearful, be a_sanguinary affair, for
it is clear the Sepoy knows well how to fight behind stone
walls. a il :

“I hope to hear of the Lead of the European columns
coming up from Caleutta, and then matters will begin to
look up again,

* Pray excuse this serawl; it is written in a gale of wind.
The rain has fallen for two days, but it is again fine.

“Very truly yours,
“ H. BarNarp,”

L
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ADDENDA

_THE DENARES RAYAHS. ! '1

i [1 he fuilnwm,; extract, from an important paper ﬁ.u utshefl
 “to me by a r.hstlngulshed officer of the Bengal Civil Service,

. with large experience in the North-Western Provinees,

| should have been inserted in its proper place in the Appe'ndn,
~with reference fo page 231 of this naratives] |

% How, whence, or wherefore the notion of disloyalty
‘attached to the Rajah of Benares and his predecessors was a.
W mystery. Tt was something like an epidemic. Whatever
~ others might have said and done, the present one had received
a good English edueation, was pleasant and gentlemanly,
Jiberal in the matter of public entertainments and contribu
tions.  Yet, somechow, he was not popular with officials, the
‘eantonment, or the city. -The only persons who seemed to
commend him were the missionaries of Segra, who at least
dwelt nearest to his ordinary residence at Rammuggur.

“ By slow degrees I got some enlightenment on the sub-
juet, When the administeation of the Benares Province was
made over to British officers, it was covenanted that the
~ Rajah should rotain a speeial jurisdiction over certain fracts
" called ¢ the family domains;’ that a fixed sun should be
given him for the maintenance of his own official establish-
ment, and a fixed rent-charge on the whole province. Now
the Colleetor of Benares, from whose treasury the disburse-
ments were made, had a very weak establishment, and was
-always longing to supplement the deficiency from the Rajah’s
allowance. It was a constant source of contention—=the two
ostablishments, or a portion, were under the same roof, and
“assistance was often exacted.  Unhappily, too, Mr. Thomason
lent himself to a project for a compulsory cession. It ap-
‘peared to me the public faith was pledged ; the original cove-
nant was brought up, its terms were clear; the perpetuity
and mmhmlgeablenoss absolutely expressed. In fine, the
Court of Divectors affirmed this judgment, and this question
was ended, .

“When, .,ﬂﬂﬁr some years of better acquaintance, I was.
VOL, 11, 23X




j /682 AFRENDIX. L

b about to leave Benares, I asked him fo explain this shill un-
! solved, mysterions adhesion of disloyalty to his predecessors
and himself, and if he was aware of it. His answer was re-
markable: ¢ 1t is 8o, it must be €0, it always will be so, but
T cannot as a point of honour explain the reason. You know
s well as I do that the British Government made this Raj,
and if that Government went down, where would the Raj
be 2!
ok ¢ So we parted, and 1 left Benares no wiser on this point
e than when I came, At last, by the merest accident, I got
' the clue. : : {
. ¢ In 1857, when wo wore immured in Agra Fort, and it
was my duty to control every item of disbursement, an appli-
cant for his pension was announced : ¢ The Rajah of Benaves !’
¢ Who on carth are you? *The Rajah of Benares, Bulum
Bahadur, . Comy for my pension of two thousand rapees per
mensem.’ I asked him to bring me all his papers;' he had
no hesitation, and was, in fact, abundantly communicatiyve.
¢ Now, never once had the real Rajal of Benares given me
the least hint of any such person’s existence. Yot hore was
the grandson of the rebel Cheyt Sing, whose expulsion had
been followed by the substitution of the present line, receiving
a Giovernment bounty conditionally, like Shimei of old, on
his not crossing the boundary of the Agra district, and he
had contrived to get copies of secret papers, from which it Bl
appeared that the Court of Directors, perhaps in alarm at
Burke’s vituperation, had of their own motion granted this -
allowance to the family of the deposed vebel. In reading
A these papers, it recurred to me that on one oecasion, when 1
' went to visit the famous fort of Bejegurh, Cheyt Sing’s
Jast stronghold, an elephant and palanquin were there at the
foot of the hill, which moved off at my approach, and which
. did mot return, when I sent a message to the party begging
i him not to consider my presence s hindrance. So I made a
shot and taxed Bulun Bahadur-with being that party. After
, much hesitation he allowed 1 was right, and was immensely
; relieved that wo had both gone to the same place, seeing that
his grandfather and mine (who was at the capture) had once
been there, snd Shimei’s fate should not be his. After which,
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i . ;
 Bulum Buhadur was full of intelligence. - He, of course, was
I Lrimfal of Toyalty, while ¢ that othier man,’ as ho called him,
Wi was head and chiof in all the mutinies and local rehellions,
and’ glosely associated with the Nana. It was one of onr
amusements in the intolligence department, with whiel the
“Rajuli of Benares whs keeping up communication at great
. personal expense; and ‘all the more vakiable that we had no -
| other, except vié Bombay, to have B. B.'s grave reports of
.0 “that other man’s" defections. gt
1 * Nt long afterwards enme another aceidental elucidation.
The records of the Revenne Board had heen gotten into the
Fort and stowed anyhow in its recesses, - When ‘there was
lgtsate for some avrangement; some papers turned up which
Tl belonged to the ‘old Benaves Residency. Amongst them
was tome secrat correspondence with Lord Cornwallis, and
‘this wifh others explained the mystery. '

“The Benares Raj originated with Munsa Ram, a small
Jandowner of Gungapoor, By the ability of Bulwunt Sing,
and repeated eossions. of the Nawaub Vizier; it estended to
the whole province, and Bulwunt Sing fixed his hiold of it by

 allianco with the English—a defection not forgiven nor for-
gotten by Oude. : !

% Bulwunt Sing was succeeded by Clieyt Sing, who quar-
relled with his minister, Owsan Sing, the graudfather of
Deenavayun Sing.  The ininister took part with Hastings,
Cheyt Sing intrigued with Francis.

“Then followod Hastings’s journey to Benares, the arrest
of Cheyt Sing, his rescue, rebellion, defont, and flight to
Guwalior, and the selection of his successor, Hastings thought

it due to Bulwunt Sing to ehoose his daughter’s son, Maheep
Narayun,  Had be followed the uisage and traditions of the
tribe, e would have reverted to the next male line of' Deya-
~ raw, of which Keonr Juggut Sing was the representative.
~ %That might liave passed away into oblivion, on the ad-
mitted principle that if the. paramount Government can
depose, it can also choose; but, unfortunately, Maheep
Narayun, jealous of Koonr Juggut Sing's greater popularity,
basely endeavoured, and for the time succeeded, in impli-
cating Koonr Juggut Sing in Vizier Alee’s rebellion.  He

o




