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1957, lay to the south of the cantonment, and between
May.  ywhat may be called the European and, Native quar-
ters, there was an intervening space covered with
. shops and houses, surrdunded by gardens and froes:
Still further to the sonthward lay the city. The.
officers of the Kuropean regiments and Atillery
occupied bungalows along the northern line, whilst
‘the Sepoy officers: dwelt chiefly near their own men.
The Brigadier’s house was on the right, not far from
the Axtillory Barracks and Mess-House. The Gene-
ral’s residence was nearer to the Native Lines. The
most noticeable features of the whole, and those which
it is most important to bear in mind in the perusal of
~what follows, are the division of the great canton-
“aent into two parts, the distance of the Kuropean
barracks from the Native Lines, and the probability,
therefore of much that was passing in the latter being
wholly unknown to. the o'écupants of the former.
. Sunday,  The fievee May sun rose on the Sabbath morning;
My 10 and the English residents prepared themselves to at-
tend the ministrations of their religion in the station
church;  There was, indeed, a lull; but the signs
of it, afterwards noted, clearly presaged that there
was something in the air. - In the European barracks
it appeared that there was a general desertion of
the Native servants, whose business it was to ad-
minister to the wants of the white soldiery, and in
the bungalows of the officers there was a dispesition
on the part of their domestics, especially of those who
had been hired at Meerut, to absent themselyves from
their masters’ houses. But these things were observ-
able at the time only as accidental circumstances of
little significance, and the morning service was per-
formed and the mid-day heats were lounged through,
a8 in Nimes of ordinary security, Severed from the
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great mass of the people, the English could see no- Raidy
thing of ar unwonted character on''that' Sunday 1%
afternoon ; but in the Lines of the Nutive soldiery,
in the populous Bazaars, and'éven in the surrounding
« villages there were signs of a great commotion, The

very childven conld see that something was about to

happen. . Men of all kinds were arming themselves.

The dangerous classes were in'a state of unwonted -

‘excitement and activity. Many people of bad cha-

racter had come in from the ‘adjacent hamlets, and

even from more remote places, as though they dis-
cerned the prospect of a great harvest.  Among the
mixed population of the Lines and the Bazaars were
men agitated by emotions of the most varied cha-
racter. Hatred of the English, desive for vevenge,
religious enthusiasm, thirst for plunder, were all at

work within them; but paramount over all was a

nameless fear; for, ever as the day advanced, the

report gained strength that the English soldiery,

armed to the teeth, would scon he let loose amonget - +

them; that every Sepoy before nightfall would have

fetters on his wrists ; that the People would be given

up to 'massacre, and the Bazaars to plunder.

The sun went down and the time came for evening
service, 'and the English chaplains prepared them-
selves for their ministrations. One has narrated how,
vwhen he was about to start with his wife for the
station church, the Native nurse warned them that'
there was danger, and besought her mistress to re-
main at home,  The woman said that there would
be a fight with the Sepoys, but the Chaplain listened
incredulously to the statement, and taking his wife
and children with him, entered his carriage, and was
driven to church.* In the church-compound he met

* Seo the Chaplain’s (Mr, Kot and children in a place of safoty on
ton’s) Narmative, He left his wife the way to chureh, .
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his colleague and other Christian people with a look
of anxious inquiry on their pale, scared faces. It
was plain that the warning by which it was endea-
 voured to stay his progtess was something more than
an utterance of vague suspicion or senseless fear.

Sounds and sights had greeted the church-goers on
their way which could not be misinterpreted. The

unwonted rattling of musketry on that Sabbath
evening, the assembly-call of the buglers, the hurry-
ing to and fro of armed men on the road, the panic-
struck looks of the unarmed, the columns of smoke
that were rising against the fast-darkening sky, all
told the same story. The Native troops at Meerut

had revolted. :

_ Outbreskof It will never be known with certainty whenece
| theBepoys.  oose the first promptings to that open and out-
,ﬁ: rageous rebellion of which these sounds and sights
Y were thesigns,  What meetings and conspiracies there
(" may have been in the Lines—whether there was any
organised scheme for the release of the prisoners, the
i . burning of cantonments, aud the murder of all the
| Christian officers, can be only dimly conjectured.
The probabilities are at variance with the assumption
that the Native troops at Meerut deliberately launched
5 themselves into an enterprise of so apparently despe-
£ rate a character. With a large body of English
troops— Horse, Foot, and Artillery—to confront
them in the hour of mutiny, what reasonable hopes
could there be of escape from swift and crushing re-
tribution? They knew the temper and the power of
English soldiers too well to trust to a contingency of
inaction of which the Past afforded no example.
There was not & station in India at which an out-
break of Native troops could appear to be so hopeless
£ an experiment a$ in that great military cantonment
which had become the Head-Quarters of the finest
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Artillery Regiment in the world. But this very

feeling of our, overpowering strength at Meerut may
have driven the Sepays into the great panic of de-
spair, out of which came the spasm of madness which
produced such unexpected results on that Sabbath
night. There had been for some days an ominous
report, of which I have alteady spoken, to the effect
that the Europeans were about to fall suddenly on
the Sepoy regiments, to disarm them, and to put
every man of them in chains. In fear and trembling
they were looking for a confirmation of this rumour
in every movement of the English troops. When,
therefore, the Sixtieth Rifles were assembling. for
church parade, the Sepoys believed that the dreaded
hour had arrived. The Third Cavalry were naturally
the most excited of all. Eighty-five of their fellow-
soldiers were groaning in prison. Sorrow, shame,
and indignation were strong within them for their
comrades’ sake, and terror for their own. They had
been taunted by the courtesans of the Bazaar, who
asked if they were men to suffer their comrades to
wear such anklets of iron ;* and they believed that
what they had seen on the day before was but a fore-
shadowing of a greater cruelty to come, So, whilst
the European soldiers were preparing themselves fop
church parade, the Native troopers were mounting
their horses and pricking forward towards the great
gaol.

L.

1857.
May 10,

Then it became miserably apparent that a fatal Rescue of the

been ornamented with these auklets
and iuearcerated ; and for what?
thority) in hie interesting Moradabad  Because they would not swerve from
Report.  ““And now,”” he writes, their creed; and yon, cowards as
“the frail ones” taunts were heard you are, sit still indifferent to your

* Tis is stated veey distinetly by
e, T, C. Wilson (an excelient nu-

far and wide, and the rest of the fate.
regiment was assailed with words
like these: *Your brethren have

i you have an atom of muan-
hood in you, go and release them.”

error hid been committed. There weremo European Proers.
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soldiers posted to protect the prison-house in which
were the eondemned malefactors of the Sepoy Army.
The prisoners had been givén over to the *civil
power,” and an additional guard, drawn from the
Twentieth Sepoy Regiment, had been piaced over
the gaol. The troopers knew what was the teraper
of that regiment. They had no fear for the result,
so they pushed on, some in uniform, man and horse
fully sccoutred, some in their stable dresses with
only watering rein and horse-cloth on their chargers,
but all armed with sabre and with pistol. = Soon
"under the walls of the gaol—soou busy at their work
~~they met with, as they. expected, no opposition.
The rescue began at once. Loosening thé masonry
around the gratings of the cells in which their com-
rades were confined, they wrenched out the iron bars
and helped the prisoners through the apertures. A
Native smith struck off their chains, and once again
free men, the Kighty-five mounted behind their de-
liverers, and rode back to the Lines. The troopers
of the Third Cavalry at that time had no other work
in hand but the rescne of their comrades. The other
prisoners in the gaol were not released, the buildings
were not fired, and the European gaoler and bis
family were left unmolested.* 2!

* There nre conflicting statements
on the subject of the reledse of the
prisoners  in the new %ﬂ{-]. Dr.
O'Callaghan  (“ Seattered Chapters
on the "Indian Mutiny’) asserts,
ilat not only the eighty-five, but all
the other prisoners had been released
by the infantry guard. before. the
cavalry arrived. When the troopers
arrived, he snys, © After their rapid
and furious gallop at the gaol, they
found  their comrades already re-
Ipased and emerging from incarcera-
tion, and the gencral crowd of felons
ulso rushing rapidly forth to join in

the fire, pillage, and slanghier.” But
Mr. Commissionsr Williams, in his
very civcumstuitial official report,
says that the troopers “dug out of
the wall the gratings of someof the
windows of the ward in.which the
eighty-five mutineers were confined,
and took fheir comrades away, the
guard of the Twentieth accompany-
ing, and the armed goard of the gacl
soon followed. None of the other
conyicks, in number about eight hun.
dred, were released by the cavalry
troopers, nor was any injury doné by
them to the buildings” Bubthe adds,

1
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‘Meanwhile, the Infantry regiments had broken 187,
into open revolt. = The Sepoys of the Eleventh and May10.
the Twentieth were ifl a state of wild excitement. ﬁﬂ;::;f he
Maddened by their fears—expecting every moment
that tha Europeans would be upon them—believing
that there was ome great design in our hearts to

~ manacle the whole of thern, and; perhaps, to send
them as conviets across the black water, they thought
that the time had come for them to strike for their
liberties; for their lives, for their religions So it
happened that when the excitement in the Lines was
made known to some of oar English officcrs, and they -
went down, as duty bade them, to endeayour to allay
ity they found that the men whom they had once re-
garded ag docile children had been suddenly turned
into furions assailants. Among those who, on that
Sunday evening, rode down to the Sepoys’ me% was

- Uolonel mes, who commanded the Eleventh, A

- good soldier, beloved by officers and by men, he
had the old traditionary faith in the Sepoys which it
became those, who had served with them and knew
their good gualities, to cherish.  Strong in the belief
of the loyalty of his regiment, Finnis, with other
officers of his corps, went into the midst of them to
remonstrate and to dissuade. He was speaking to his peaty o
men, when & soldier of the Twenticth discharged his Colonel
musket and wounded the Colonel's horge. Presentl b
another musket was dischar ged into his body. The
ball entered at his back; he fell from liis horse, and
a volley”syas fired into lnm He died, ¢ viddled with
bullets.” Thus the Sepoys of the Twcntxeth had
slain the Colonel of the Eleventh Regiment, and the

« About three hundred or four hun- which enatained ahuul. seven hun-
dred Sep pays veleased the conviets dred and tweuty | prisoners - alto-
from the old gaol, which is between gcther i

the eity and the Nalive lines, and
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bullets of the former had been scattered in the ranks
of the latter. For a little space the #wo regiments
looked at cach other; but thete was no doubt of the
issue. The Eleventh broke into open revolt, and
fraternised with their comrades of the Twentieth.
The whole of the Native Regiments at Meerut had
now revolted. The Sepoys of the Infantry and the
_ troopers of the Cavalry had made common cause
U against us. Hindoos and Mahomedans were stirred
j by one impulse to slaughter the Feringhees, man,
woman, and child. So as the sun went down the
massacre went on, and our people, who were re-
turning from the unaccomplished evening service, or,
i ignorant of the excitement and the danger, were
f starting for the wonted evening ride or drive, were
) fiercely assailed by the infuriated soldiery, and shot
down or sabred as they sate their horses or leaned
back in their carriages to enjoy the coolness of the
air.  Wheresoever a stray English soldier was to be
found, he was murdered without remorse. The
Bazaars and the neighbouring villages were pouring
forth their gangs of plunderers and incendiaries. From
cvery street and alley, and from the noisome saburbs,
they streamed forth, like wild beasts from their lairs,
scenting the prey.* The prisoners in the gaols were

|
f

1 Progress of
| | the Revolt.

\

% 4 (ities, like forests, have their
dens, in which everything that is
most wicked and formidable gon-
ceals itself. The only difference is
that what hides iteell thus in cities
is ferocious, unclean, and little—
that is to say, ugly; what conceals
itself in the forests is ferocious,
savage, and grand—tilint is to say,
heantifal. Den for den, those of the
beasts are preferable to those of
men, and eaverns are betfer than
hiding-places.”~ Fictor Hugo. Mr.
Commissioner Williams, in his offi-
cial report above quoted, says that
the towns-people had armed ihem-

selves and were ready for lie on-
slanght before the Sepoys lad com-
menced the carnage. “ Before a
shot had been fired, the inhabitanis
of the Sudder Bazaar weat oub
armed with swords, spears, and
olubs, any weapon they' could lay
hands on, collected in crowds in
every lane and alley, and at ever

outlet of the Bazaars; and the resi-
dents of the wreiched hamlots, which
had been allowed to spring up all
round it and between it and the
city, were to be scen similarly armed,
ponring ot to sitare in what they evi-
dently knew was going fo happen.”



crime.  Bng sp little concert and arrangement was
there, that some detachments on guard-duty, posted
in the European quarter of the great straggling can-
tonwent, appear to have remained faithful to their
English masters after their fellow-soldiers had broken
ouf. into open revolt. _
the cantonment the Sepoys were butchering their
officers, in another they were saluting them as they
passed, as thongh nothing had happened.* Even at
the Treasury, with all its manifest temptations, the
Guard stood staunchly to its duty, and at a later
hour made over the charge in all its integrity to the
Europeans sent to defend it. Not a rupee had been
touched by the Sepoys. And wheu the rabble from
the city swarmed upon it, they found it covered by a
guard of Riflemen.

But, in the midst of all this great tribulation, there
was, in the hearts of onr Christian people, a strength
of confidence which calmed and comforted them; for
they said to each other, or they said to themselves,
“The Europeans will soon be upon them.” There were
two regiments of Sepoy Infantry at Meerut, and a
regiment of Sepoy Cavalry. But the English mus-
tered a battalion of Riflemen, a regiment of Dragoons
armed with carbines, and a large force of European
Artillery, with all the accessories of Head-Quarters.}

Indeed, whilst in one part of .

% ' do not mean to signifly that
the Sepoys i the European quar-
ter of the canfonment were uni-
formly quiescent at this time; for [
am informed that the Guard at Bri-
gadier Wilson's house fired at some
officers who were passing, before
they broke away. But there was
obviously no general concert.

1 History, however, must not ex-
aeoevate the actual strength of this

aropean force, There were sowe

aeteriorating cirenmstances, of which
aceount must be taken. A considers
able number of the Caeabineers could
not ride, and there were no horses
for them, if they conld. Not more
than half of the regiment (five hun-
dred sirong) were mounfed. Many
of the Kuropean guuners, too,
were young recruits, imperfeetl y ae-
quainted with artillery deill.  There
were only two fleld-bafteries fully
equipped.

May 10

Ay Gl
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There was not an Englishwoman in the cantonment—
the 'model cantonment of India~—who, remembering
the presence of this splendid Yody of White soldiers,
had any other thought, at the first semblance of open
mutiny, than thel there must be a sad massacre of the
Native troops.  With a regiment of British Dragoons
and a few Galloper guns, Gillespie, half a'century
before, had crushed the mutiny of Vellore, and saved
the Southern Peninsula from universal revolt and
rebellion.*  He strack decisively because he struck
at once. Andmno one now doubted that a blow struck
with promptitude and vigour on this Sabbath even-
» ing would save Meerut, and check the nascent activi-
ties of revolt in the adjacent country. But by God’s
providence, for whatsoever purpose designed, this first
great revolt of the Sepoys was suffered, unchecked,
unpunished, to make headway in a clear field, and to
earry everything before it. The great confidence of
thie Olisistian people was miserably misplaced. They
Jooked for a deliverance that never came.  In some
parts of the great cantonment they were abandoned
to fire and slanghter as hopelessly ag though there
had 1ot been a single English soldier in that great
Head-Quarters of the Meerut Division.

b ittion Af The story of this great failure is not easily told, and
 fhe Buro- - the attempt to telk it cannot be made without sadness.
A Many narratives of the events of that night have
been written; and each writer has told, with graphic

distinctness of detail, what he himself saw and heavd ;

but the confusion of those few critical hours is fully

vepresented by the confusedness of the entive story ;

and it is difficult to impart unity and consistency to

# See anfe, vol, i, pages 250452,
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a scene, made up of scattered effects, bewildering and

distracting. 'What was wanted in that conjuncture
was the one man to impart to our British manhood
the promptitude and unity of action which would
have crushed the mutiny and saved the place—
perhaps the country : and that, one man did not arise
in the hour of cur tribulatien.

May 10,

There were three officers at Meerat whose beal'ing Conduot
in that critical hour the historian is especially bound gigﬁ'}"“el

to. investigate. They were, the officer commanding

the Third Cavalry, the Brigadier commanding the
Station, and the General commanding the Division.
All three were resident in Meerat. It js not to be
questioned that when a regiment breaks into mutiny,
the place of the commanding officer, for life or for
death, is in the midst of it. Not until all hope has
gone can there be any excuse for his departure. = As
the captain of a blazing vessel at sea is ever the last
to leave the quarter-deck and to let himself down the
side of his ship, so the commandant of a regiment in
the fire of revolt should cling to it as long as the
semblatice of a regiment remains, snd the safety of
others can he aided by his presence. When, there-
fore, intelligence reached Colonel Smyth that the
troopers of his regiment had broken into mutiny, it
was his duty to proceed aft once to the Cavalry Lines,
But he did not go near the Lines.*  He went to the

# 5 Most of " the ‘officers of the
Third Light Cavalry uf once pro-
ceeded fo bhe lines of their regiment,
arming hastily, and ordering their
horses to follow ; but 1 have never
been able to discover that the officer
commanding the corps repaired to
his post, or was seen in the lines
amongst the ‘men, during the whole
of that eventful evening and night ;
andsit wonld appear that Co]ﬁmnl
Smyth was so fortunate 1s to make

an enrly escape into the profection of
the European military  quarter.’'—
O Calinghan.  Scattered Chaplers on
the Indéan Muting. Tt should ke
stated, however, that Colonel Siuyth
was Field-Officer of the week—a fact
upon whieh he himself has lsid eon-
siderable stress, as though, in Lis
estimation, it exempted bim from all
special regard for his own particular
regiment,



Caplain
Craigie.

i
|'I': i

S e o

W T I W T

Y T T S e

. their Captain.

64 T QUTBREAK AT MEERUT.

Commissioner's house. He went to the Geperal’s;
and he went to the Brigadier's. He wept everywhere
but to his Regiment. From‘the moment that the
troopers broke out into revolt they saw mo more of
their Colonel. He spent the night with the Head-
(Juarters of the Division, where the Rifles and the
Carbines and the Field-guns were collected; and never
had the least conception all the time of what had be-
come of his men.* But they were not all past hope.
That something might have been done to save at least

a portion of the regiment we know. Captain Craigie,
at' the first sound of the tumult, mustered his troop,
ordered them to accoutre themselves as for a parade,
and when they had mounted, galloped down to the
gaol, accompanied by his subaltern, Melville Clarke.
They were too late to prevent the rescue of the
prisoners; but not to set a grand example. Craigie
and Clarke kept their men together, and bronght
them back, with unbroken discipline, to the parade-
ground of the regimeut. And during that night
many acts of heroic fidelity were written down to
the honour of Craigie’s troop. « They had faith in
And it has been truly recorded of
Craigie and Clarke, that “these gallant Englishmen
handled the troop as if mutiny were a crime unknown
to their men.”}

* Colonel Smyth ha: published night, and accompanied Wim again
his own account of his proceedings the next wmorning with Cavalry,
on the evening of the 1({th of May: Infantry, aud Artillery through the
“T went,” ho says, “first to Mr. cantonments, and weni with  the

Greathed’s, gave information to the
servanls, as Mr, G. was ont, . ., .
I then went on to the General’s, and
heard that he lad just left the house
in his earriage; so I gulloped on to
the Brigadier’s. . . . . I'wenton fo
the Artillery parade, and found the
Brigadier alrendy on the ground;
and T accompanied him with the
troops to the other end of the canton-
ments, snd remained with him all

~

Artillery and Cavalry on the right of
the Delhi voad,” &o. &e

+ Official Report of Mr. Comniis:
sioner Williams,  The writer states
that “ Lieutenant Clarke rode out
from the head of the troop, and ran
his sword throngh a frooper of the
regiment who was insalting an Euro-
pean lady, and Capfain Gmfia_ pave
the wretoh his finishing stroke.”
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_ The station was commanded by Oolonel Archdale 1ss1
Wilson, Brigadier of Artillery. He was a man of a May10°
spare and wivy framé, of active athletic habits, who riadier i
had ever borne a good character in the splendid A
regiment to the cornmand of which he had then risen.
For some years, when the Head-Quarters of the Ar-
tillery had been at Dum-Dum, in the vicinity of Cal-
cutta, he had been Adjutant-Geéneral of the regiment,
and was thoroughly acquainted with all its defails.
But he had not seem much active service since his
youth, and had never had any grave responsibilities
cast upon him. His training had been tos purely of a L )
professional character to generate any great capacity b
for taking in a situation of such wagnitude as that
which he was now suddenly called apon to confrount.
But he was not a man, in such a crisis as had thean J
¥ " avisen, to look idly on, or to shrink from a forward
moyement. What he did at the outset was what it
became him to do. It was about half-past six when
Brigade-Major Whish drove into the Brigadier's com-
pound, and told him that the Native troops had
hroken into mutiny. Instantly Wilson ordered his
horse to be saddled and brought round, and having
sent orders to the Artillery and Carabineers to join
him there; he galloped to the parade-ground of the
Rifles, and finding them on the point of marching
for Church, directed their Colonel to dismiss the
parade, and to reassemble them as quickly as possible
with their arms. -This was promptly effected; but
there was some delay in supplying the regiment with
balled cartridge. The Dragoons had mnot yet come
up. With a strange incapacity to understand the
situation, the Commanding Officer had suffered the
regiment to be mustered as for an ordinary parade;
and the slow process of roll-call had been going on
YOL. It g
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whilst the last hour of daylight was passing away,
May10.  gnd the enemy were slaughtering our. people with
: impunity. i R
. Movements ~ Meanwhile, General Hewitt had appeared on pa-
'._‘ 'ﬁfu‘;';;ms rade, and the Axtillery had been brought up to the
" ground. When Colonel Jones reported that the
Rifles were ready for action, Wilson, with the Gene-
ral's sanction, detached one company to the Collector’s
cutcherry to protect the treasure, and another for the
protection of the barracks.  Taking the other com-
panies, with the Artillery, he marched down upon
B ibi the Native Infantry Lines, where he expected to find
the main body of the mutineers assembled. On or
' near the parade-ground he was joined by the Cara-
bingers, who had lost their way.®* There was now a
force ready for action which might have destroyed.
all the Sepoys in Meerut, if they could have been
brought into action with the white soldiers-—if, in-
- deed, onr people could only have seen the enemy for
a little space of time. But the shades of night had
- now fallen upon the scene. - And when, near the Na-
tive Infantry huts, the English troops were deployed
,_ into line and swept the whole space where it was
9 expected that the mutineers would have been found,

| _ not a man was to be seen, either in the Infantry
g Lines or on the parade-ground ; and none knew whi-
y ther they were gone. But near the Cavalry Lines a
few troopers were seen, and ‘the Rifles opened fire
upon them. The mutineers fled into a wood or copse
at the rear of their huts, and the guns were then
unlimbered, and a few harmless rounds of grape fired
into the obscurity of the night. '

It was plain now that the mutineers were dis-
persed. The question was, What were they doing?

* Brigadier Wilson did not ses of troops were refurning to fhe

the Carabineers until the whole hody European Lines.
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o Wilson- it seemed that the mutincers had moved 1357
mund. to the,Buropean quarter of the Cantonment ; May lﬁ'f*’ﬂ
and he therefore recommended the General to move )
back the brigade for its protection. = To this Hewitt, !
glad to be advised, assented ; and the troops set then- B AR
faces homewards. - By this time the moon had risen,
and the blazing bungalows of the English officers lit
up the scene with a lund glare. But our troops met
only a few unarmed plundorers The mutineers were
not to be secn.  What, then, was to be done ? It has
been often stated that one officer at least answered
the question as' it ought to have been answered.
Captain Rosser; of the. Carabineers (80" the story .
rans), offered to lead a squmhon of his regiment and e
& few Horse Artillery guns in pursuit of the enemy |
along the Delhi road. But the anecdote is one! ‘of

doubtful authenticity.® It is only certain that the

enemy escaped ; and that; with the exception of some el
pickets which were planted on the bridges across |
the nullali which ran between the, European (anton- '
ment and the Native Lines and Sudder Bazaar, the
whole of Hewitt's force bivouacked for the night on
the European parade-ground.

. And the night was a night of horror such as H;s- Mav 1011,
tory has m.re]y recorded. The brief twilight of the T¢ e sk e
Indian swmmer had soon passed; and the darkness "5
which fell upon the seenc brought out, with terrible
distinetness,  the blazing work of the incendiary.
Everywhere, from the Kuropean quarters, from the
bungalows of the lnglish officers, from the mess-
houses and other pubb'.e buildings, from the residences
of the unofficial Christian community, the flames
were seen to rise, many-shaped and many-coloured,

*® See Appendix for an inquicy into the trath of this sfory.
P2
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lighting up the heavy columns of smoke which were
susp@nded in the still saltry sir. And, ever, as the
conflagration spread, and the sfght became more por-
tentous, the sounds of the great fiery destruction, the
crackling and the crashing of the burning and falling
timbers, the roar of the ﬂa.mes, and the shricks of the
horses scorched to death ‘in their stables, mingled
with the shouts and yells of the matineers and the
rattling of the musketry which proclaimed the great
. Christian carnage. The scared inhabitants of the
Aty burning buﬂchngs«-th(. women and children and non-
combatants—sought safety in the gardens and out-
houses, whither they were often tracked by the insur-
gents, and shot down or cut to picces. Some fled in
the darkness, and found asylums in such places as
had escaped the fury of the incendiaries.. Some were
_ rescued by native servants or soldiers, faithful among
i the faithless, who, in memory of past kindnesses,
strove to save the lives of their white masters at the
;'; peril of their own.
! Bseapeot  Among those who were thus saved were Hervey
f:,’;uo‘ﬁ‘,:; Greathed, the Commissioner, and his wife. Warned
' of the approaching danger, first by an officer of the
_ Third Cavalry, and then by a pensioned Afchan
i . chief, he had taken his wife, and some other English-
i, woinen who had sought safety with him, to the ter-
i raced roof of his house; but the insurgents, after
§ driving off his guard, ‘tppﬁéd the fircbrand to the
lower part of the building, plundered the rooms, and
then surrounded the place,  With the flames raging
: beneath him, and the enemy raging around him, his
f position was one of deadly peril And Great.}ied
AN and his companions must have perished miserably
_. but for the fidelity of one of those Native servants
i upon whom so much depended in the ecrisis which

| May 1011,
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was then threatening our people. With rave pre- 185z

sence of mind and fertility of resource he simulated Mﬂ)’ 1011

intense sympathy with the rebels. He told them that

it was bootless to search the house, as his master had

escaped from it, but that, if they would follow him

to a little distance, they would find the Fu-lng]_lees

hiding themselves behind a haystack. Fully con-

ﬁding in the truth of his story, they suffered them-

selves to be led away from the house; and its in-.

mates descended safely into an empty garden just as

the upper roomsiwere about to “fall in with a tre-

mendous crash.”¥ -
There were others far less happy on that disas- 1, .deats o;

trous Sunday evening. Wives, left without protec- the uight.

tion whilst their husbands were striving to do their

duty in the Lines, were savagely cut to pieces in their

burning homes; and little children were massacred

beneath the eyes of their mothers. Then delicate

English ladies, girt about with fiery danger, death on

every side, turned, with a large-hearted sympathy,

their thoughts towards their suﬁermg fellow-country-

women, and tried to rescue them from the threatened

doom. In adjacent bungalows were two ladies, wives

of officers of the Brigade. Omne was under special

protection, for her husband had endeared himself to Mys. Cralgle

the men of his troop by his unfailing kindness and

consideration for them. The other, wife of the Ad-

jutant of the Eleventh Regiment, had but recently Mrs, Cham.

come from England, and was strange to all the en- hehy

vironments of her situation. The more experienced

Englishwoman, sceing the danger of her position, and

hearing the shrieks which issued from her house, was

moved with a great compassion, and sent her servants

#* Mrs. Greathed’s Narrative. See  voled eonduet of Syud Meer Khan,
also. nole in Appemllx for some an Afghan Pensioner vesident ab
aceount of the ‘gallant and de- Meeras,

I s, SNEE N
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. 2887 to rescne the affrighted creature from the fury of her
¢ My 1011 agsailants.  But when, after some delay, they entered
RVt her house, they found her cévered with wounds
lying dead wupon the floor. Then the insurgents
having done their bloody work, raged furiously against
the adjacent bungalow, and were only driven from

; their purpose by the fidelity of some of Craigies
i troopers, who were ready to save the wife of their

’ Captain ay the risk of their own lives. In the course
éir ' of the night, after doing good service, Craigie re-
% turned, in fear and trembling, to his household gods,
' thinking to find them shattered and desecrated ; bnt,
by the exceeding merey of God, safe himself, he found -
~ them safe, and soon had matured measures for their
escape. Wrapping up the ladies in dark-coloured horse-
i cloths to conceal their white garments in the glare of
] the burning station, he led them from the house, and
hiding under trees, or in a ruined temple, they passed
the night in slecpless horrer. Often the voices of
bands of mutineers or plunderers in the compound
. - smote upon their ears ;. but there were help and pro-
i tection in the presence of a few of Craigie's troopers,
who hovered about the place, and in some of his own
body-servants, who wer¢ equally true to their master.
In the early morning the enemy had cleared off, and
there was a prospect of escape. So they returned
sadly to their dearly-loved home, collected a few che:
rished articles and some necessary clothing, and went
forth from their Paradise with the flaming sword
behind them, never again fo return: And the leave-
takings of that sorrow-laden night weve the first of
many cruel divulsions, which tore happy families from
their homes and sent them forth into the wide world,
houseless wanderers and {ngitives, with a savage and
remorseless enemy yelling behind them in their track.

M - e o 2 SO
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=~ Many other episodes of patheti¢ interest might here  1857.
be related illustrative of the horrors of that night, if M1l
historical necessity di¢ not forbid such amplitude of :
detailed recital. The sweepings of the gaols and the _
scwm of the Bazaars-—all the rogues and ruffans of \f
Meerut, convicted and unconvicted, and the robber-
tribes of the neighbouring villages—yyere loose in the
Cantonment, plundering and destroying wherever an
' English bungalow was to be gutted and burnt. = The
Sepays had left the work, which they had commenced,
to men who found it truly a congenial task. . Day
dawned ; and those who survived the night saw how
thoroughly the work had been done. As they crept
from their hiding-places and sought safety in the
public buildings protected: by the Kuropeans, they
saw, in the mangled corpses which lay by the way-
side, in the blackened ruins of the houses which
skirted the roads, and in the masses of unmovable
property, thrown. out of the dwelling-places of the
English, and smashed into fragments apparently by
blows from heavy clubs, ghastly evidences of the fury
of their enemies.® But with the morning light a
great, quietude had fallen upon the seene, . The Se-
poys had departed. The ruffians of the gaols and
the Bazaers and the Goojur villages had slunk back
into their homes, There was little more to be done
~-nothing more that could be done in the face of the
broad day-—by these despicable marauders. So our
people gathered new heart ; and as the sun rose, they

thought that our time had come. :

% oThe inveterate animosify with of cement, resting on kiln-burng
bricks, were as effectually destroyed

which the work of destruction was
ny the thatehed buugalows.  Tro-

carried ont may be mdged of by the
fact that honses _hu.ﬁt entixely of ma-
sonty, with nothing inflammable px-
cept the doors and tho hears, which
for, a considerable height from fhe
ground supjiorted the roofs, formed

perty which ‘the miscreants could

nol carry off was thrown out and
siashed: info fragmenis, evidently
pounded with heavy elubs.”’— Renort
of Comissioner Wellicms.
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But the Meerut Brigade did nothing move in the
clear morning light than it had done in the shadow
of the darkness. The English*troops, with the Kng-
lish leaders, vose from the bivounac ; and it dnwned
upon ‘them that more than two thousand mutineers
had made their way to Delhi. Even then, if the Cara-
bineers and the Horse Artillery had been let loose, they
might, before noon, have reached the imperial city
and held mutiny in check. But cotemporary annals
record only that the European troops, Horse, Foot,
and Artillery, went out for a reconnaissance ““ on the
right of the Delhi road.” Not a man was despatched
to the place which was the great centre of political
intrigue and political danger—which was the great
pa,lahal home of the last representative of the House

- of Timour, and which held a large body of Native

troops, and the great magazine of Upper India, unpro-
tected by even a detachment of Europeans.  Nox less
surprising was it, that, with all these shameful proofs
of the great orimes which had been commitied, the
rising indignation in the breasts of our English

leaders did not impel them to inflict terrible retribu-

tion upon other criminals. The Bazaars on that Mon-
day morning must have been full of the plundered
property of our people, and of many dreadful proofs
and signs of complicity in the great crime of the pre-
ceding might. Retribution might have fallen on
many of the murderers red-handed; but not a regi-
ment was let loose upon the guilty quarter. The
murdered bodies were collected and laid out in the
Theatre, where a mimic tragedy was to have been per-
formed that evening ; and the slayers of women and
children, and the desecrators of our homesteads, were
suffered to enjoy unmolested the fruits of their work ;*

# Tt is a marvellons thing that, work in' every direction, though
with the dreadful proof of the night’s ~ groups of savages wore actuully



whilst the Meerut Brigade, Horse, Foot, and Artillery,
marched about Cantonments, and looked at the Delki
road along which the mutineers had made good their
escape. * 4 '

What might have been dome by our people to
overtake the guilty actors in the tragedy of that
Sunday night, and to strike*awe into the hearts of all
who were minded to follow in the same track, may
be gathered from an individual example, the record
of which lies before me. It has been narrated how
Murs. Chambers, wite of the Adjutant of the Eleventh,
was foully murdered in her bungalow. One of her
hushand’s friends, Lieutenant Moller of the same
regiment, obtained soon afterwards what 'appeared
to be good evidence that a cerfain butcher of the
Great Bazaer was the assassin.  On this he started in
his buggy for the Bazaar, tracked out the guilty man,
seized him, and carried him back to cantonments
with a loaded pistol at his head. A drum-head court-
martial was assembled, and whilst Chambers layin
convalsions in an adjoining room, the wretch was
tried, found guilty, and sentenced to be hanged. And
in a little while his lifeless body was swinging from
the branch of a mango-tree.f There mny, at this
time, have been other examples of individual courage
and‘resolution of the same stern character, as there
were afterwards in all parts of the disturbed country ;
but the arm of authority was not uplifted to strike,
and the multitude of criminals escaped.

seen gloating over the mangled and  were restrained; the bodies were
mutilated remains of the vietims, the:  collected and placed in the theatre
column did not take immediate ven-  in which a Dramatic Tragedy would
geance on the Sudder Bazaar and its  have heen enacted, but {or the real
environs, crowded as the whole place  and awful one which occurred the
wis with wretches hardly concealing  night before”—Repord of" Commis-
their fiendish satisfaction, and when  sianer Williams.

there were probably few houses from * Bee stutement of Colonel Smyth,
whith plundered property might not quoted anle, page 64, note.

hayve been recovered, But the mem  + 'This was on the 14th of May,

QUESTION OF REIRIBUTION. g
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Indeed, whevesoever a number of Englishmen ave

gathered together there will surely be deeds of gal-

lantry, many and great, though they may be oblite-
rated by the hand of death or lost in the confusion
of the hour. And Meerut saw many acts of personal

bravery done by our people which will never perhaps
find sufficient record.* - Nor should it be forgotten

that many noble instsnces of gratitude and gene-
rosity, or it might perhaps have been only of common
humanity, were apparent in the conduct of the
Natives, who, whilst their brethren were striking,
put forth their hands to save, and risked, their own
lives to protect those of the people whose only crime
it was that they had white faces.t i

|| % ©The firm bearing of the De-
puty-Assistant Commissary-General,
wha stood by bis office till iis house
was in flames, and a young officer
rashed in with lis lower jaw shai-
tered hy a musket-ball, and it was
ovident: that ‘the' wmutinous guard
would abstain no longer ; ihe gallant
resistance of the Dxecutive Enginer,

Grand Trunk Road; the courage

with which al least one woman at-
tacked and wounded her assailants
—these und wany other instances
of the fortilnde with which our
countrymen and conntrywomen met
the wnexpeched onslanght, deserve
notice, but ocannot be detailed in
such & npvvative.’— Repors of My,

Commissioner Williame,  Unpublished
Correspondenes, ™

1 “Two Sepoys of ihe Eleventh
Native Infaniry most carefully os:
corted two ladies, with childven, to
the Dragoon Barcacks. A Mahome-
dan in the city sheltered two Chris-
tian fawilies, whei the.‘ act was nob
only & singular deviation from the
eneral conduet of his sect, but ong
ull of danger to himsell. A femnale
servanb - and washerman sucoeeded
in_saving the young children of a
lndy, whom also they were attempt-
ing to save veiled in Nafive clofhes,
when a raffian drewopen the veil,

“saw the pale face, and cut fhe poor
sabther o pieces,”—[bid,
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CHAPTER 1il.

TR MEERUT MUTINEERS AT DELHI-—~EVENTS AT THE PALACE—PROGRESS
OF INSURHECTION—STATE OF THE BRITISH  CANTONMENT-—MUTINY OF
TE DELII REGIMENTS—THE EXPLOSION OF TILE MAGAZINE-——ESCAPE OF
THY BRITISH OFFICERS——MASSACRE OF THE PRISONEES,

Wiarst the Meernt Brigade were bivouacking on 1857
the great parade-gronnd, the troopers of'the Third = May 11,
Cavalry, scarcely drawing rein on the way, Were pj, i
pricking on, in hot haste, all through the moonlit
night for Delhi. - And the foot rogiments were toiling
on laboriously behind them, making rapid progress
under the impulse of a great fear. It is hard to believe
that on that Sabbath evening a single Native soldier
had discharged his piece withont a belief, in his inmost
heart, that he was going straight to martyrdom. A
paroxysm of suicidal insanity was upon them. They
weare in a great passion of the Present, and were
reckless of the Future. But the sound of the carbines
and the rifles and the roar of the guns, with their
deadly showers of grape and canister, must have heen
vinging in their ears, and they must have felt that
they were lost hopelessly.  And now, as they speeded
onwards dn the broad moonlight, they must have
listened for the noise of the pursuing Dragoons, and
must have felt, in their panie flight, that the Euro.
peans would soon be upon them, But hour after
hour passed, and there was no gound of pursuit; and
goont after break of day they saw the waters of the
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Jumna glittering in the morning sun, and the e:rreaf.
Uity of Refuge rose enmnmgmgly hefore them, Before
eight ocluck the foremost troopers had crossed the
river by the bridge of boats, bad cut down the toll-
keeper, had fired the toll- house, had slain a solitary
Englishman who was returning to Delhi across the
bridge; and under the windows of the King's Palace
they were now clamouring for admittance, calling
upon his Majesty for help, and declaring that they
had killed the English at Meerut and had come to
fight for the Faith.

At the Hearm;; their ery, the King summoned to his pre-
 Palce,  gence Claptain Douglas, the Commandant of the Palace
Guards. In the Hall of Audience, supporting his
tottering limbs with a staff, the aged monarch met the
English Captain. Donglas said that he would descend
and speak to the troopers; but the King implored
hira not to go, lest his life should be sacvificed, and
laying hold of one of his hands, whilst Ahsan- oolla,h
the King's physician, took the other, imperatively
forbade him to go down to the gate. Then Dquglas
went out on a balecony and told the troopers to depart,
as their presence was an annoyance to the King. He
might as well have spoken to the winds. Baffled at
one point, they made good their entrance’at another,
It was in vain to tell them to close the gates, there
were so many; and the Guards were not to be trusted.
It happened that the Thirty-eighth Sepoy Regiment
was then on duty in the city—that regiment which
had successfully deficd the Government when it had
been designed to send it across the Black Water.*
Already were they prepared to cast in their lot with
the mutineers. 'The Calentta Gate was the nearest to
the bridge of boats; but when this was closed, the

# Bee ante, voli. pages 461, 463,
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‘troopers made their way along the road that runs he- 1857,
tween the palace walls and the river to the Rajghat May 1.
Gate, which was openedito them by the Mahomedans '
of the Thauba-Bazaar, and they clattered into the
town, ; ol

‘Then ensued a scene of confusion which it is diffi- Progress of

cult to deseribe. Cutting down every Enuropean they (e usures:
could find, and setting fire to their homses, they =
doubled back towards the Calcutta Gate, where they

learnt that Commissioner Fraser, Douglas of the
Palace Guards, and other leading Englishmen would
be found, As they rode on, with the cry of “Deen-

Deen!” they were followed by an excited Mahomedan
rabble, = The citizens closed their shops in amazement
and terror, and from one end of Delhi to the other,
as the news ran along the strects, there was sore be-
wilderment and perplexity, and everybody looked for
the coming of the pursuing Englishmen, and feared

that they would inflict & terrible retribution upon the
city that had harboured the guilty fugitives. But no
English regiments were coming to the rescue. And
these maddened Native troopers, with such vile fol-
lowers as they could gather up in the streets of Delhi,
were now masters of the city. They knew that
throughout-all the Sepoy regiments in cantonments
there was not a wan who would pull a trigger, or
draw a sword, or light a port-five in defence of his
English officer. Without a fear, therefore, they rushed
on, scenting the English blood, eager for the larger
gamne, and ever proclaiming as they went glory to the
Padishah and death to the Feringhees.

Whilst the Meernt mutineers were coming up from

the farther end of the long line of palace buildings,

Commissioner Fraser at the other end was vainly en- .

deavouring to secure the loyalty of the Sepoy quu;ds- Lo
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Captain Douglas also had gone forth on the same vain
errand.  But it was soon clear that they were power
less.  The troopers came upon them, and the Thirty-
eighth, heedless of Fraser's appeals, fraternised with
the new comers. Words now were nothing; authority
was nothing.  In the face of that surging multitude,
increasing in numbers and in fury every moment, the
Euglish gentlemen felt that they carried their lives in
their hands.  When the leading troopers galloped
up, Fraser and Douglas were in a buggy together ;
but seeing the danger that beset them, they descended
and made for the gate of the ecivil guard-house, or
police-station, where other Englishmen: joined them.
Taking a musket from one of the Guards, Fraser shot
the foremost of the troopers dead, and those who fol-
lowed, seeing their comrade drop, fell back a little
space; but the multitude behind pressed on, and it
was soon appavent that safety was to be found onlyin
ilight. F'raser then re-entered his buggy and drove
for the Lahore Gate of the Palace, whilst Douglas
flung himself jito the ditch of the Fort, and though
severely injured by the fall, thus sheltered from the
five of the enemy, crept towards the Palace Gate.
Some Chuprassies- of the Palace Guard, who had fol-
lowed him, lifted him wp, almost powerless from the
injuries he had received, and one of them took the
Captain on his shoulders and carried him into the
Palace. Presently Fraser and Hutchinson, the Col-
lector, who had been wounded at the commencement
of the affray, arrived also at the Palace.*

®. All this is neccssarily given ofher, that e artived with My, Fra-
upon native evidence, adduced at ser. A third says, that as soon as
the trinls of the Kiug of Delhi and Captain Dauglas was able to wpeak,
Moghul Beg. In some respects the he ordered his Chuprassies to Search
statements are contradictory, One for Mn Hutchinson and bring him
wilness says” that Mr, Hulchinson into the Polace.
+ weeonapanied Caprain Douglas; an- f
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~ In the apartaients oceupied by Captain Douglas, 137,
there were then residing, as his guests, Mr. Jenanings,  May 11,
the English Chaplain, Miss Jennings, his daughter, Murder of
and: o yonng lady named Cliford, a friend of the
latter. Mr. Jennings had from an early hour of the
morning been watching through a telescope the ad-
vance of the Meerut mutineers, and he knew that
there was mischief in the wind. Hearing a noise, he
went below, and found that Captain Douglas had
just been brought in and placed on a stone-seat in a
lower Conrt.  Under his directions, Douglas and
Hutchinson were carried by some of the Palace Guards
up the staivcase to the apartments over the gateway, *
whilst Fraser remained below, endeavouring to allay
the excitement. = Standing at the foot of the stairs,
with a sword in his hand, the last-named was address-
ing a noisy crowd, when a man named Moghul Beg,
an orderly of the Palace Guards, rushed upon him and
clove his cheek to the bone.J The others followed
up the attack, cutting at him with their swords, and
presently Sivaon Fraser, Commissioner, lay o corpse at
thie foot of the stairs.

Meanwhile, in the upper rooms, Dougles and Murderof the
Hutchinson were lying in grievous  pain, and the Jenningses.
Jennings farnily were ministering to them. = The ex-
cited crowd, having murdered the Commissioner, now
rushed up the staircase, eager for the blood of the
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other English gentlemen.

* Some statements are fo the
effect that Ma Jennings and Mr. Hat-
chfpsmnie@ Dotiig .“5:“““:- 3

-ﬁmn,- re is diseordan
evidence.  On the trial of the King,
it was more than onee stated {hat
the first, blow wns struck by one
Hadjes, n lapidary or seal-engraver,
whcfe&according to ane witness) “in-
flicted a deep and mortal wound on

An attempt was made to

the right side of his neck.’ Buf at
the tnial of Moghul Beg, Gve yoars
afferyards (1862), it was stated by
one Bukfawuss Bing that he “saw
the grisouer infliet the first wound
which was ou Mr. Nraser's fuee®
Another witness, iCishan Singh; also
stated, “I saw the prisoner strike
the fiest blow.” ‘See further state-
ments in the Appendix, :
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close the doors at the head of the staircases, but the
murderons gang forced their way upwards, streamed
into the rooms where Douglas, Hutchinson, Jennings,
and the innocent yourg Englishwomen were listening
with dismay to the tumalt below, and, before a prayer
could be lifted up, had massacred them with exultant
ferocity. It was quickly: done. A brief and bloody
murder, terrible to contemplate, then stained the
Delhi Palace; but no circumstances of sharmeful out-
rage aggravated the horror of the deed.*

 There was then a scene of fearful uproar and con-
fusion, which filled the old King with bewilderment
and terror. The murderers, with their blood-stained
swords in their hands, went about boasting of their
crimes, and calling upon others to follow their
example. The court-yards and the corridors of the
Palace were swarming with the mutineers of the
Third Cavalry and of the Thirty-eighth, and soon, the
Meerut Infantry Regiments} began to swell the
dangerous crowd, whilst an excited Mahomedan
rabble mingled with the Sepoys and the Palace
Guards. The troopers stabled their horses in the
Courts of the Palace. The foot-men, weary with the
long night march, turned the Hall of Audience into a
barrack, and littered down on the floor. Guards were
posted all about the Palace, And the wretched,
helpless King found that his royal dwelling-house was
in military occupation. :

* Tt was stated, and for some time it is on evidence that Captain Doug-

believed, that the English lndies had

" been dragged before the King, and

either murdered in his preseneo or by
his orders, and some highly dramatio
incidents have héen pi%hlished illus-
trative of this complicity of the
Mogul in ihe first murders. But
there is not the least fonndation for
thiese stories. On tbe other hund,

lus, shortly before his death,-sent a
message fo the King, requesting him
to send palanquing (o remove the
ladies to the Queen’s apertments, and
that he did so—but teo late.

+ There i considerable diversity
of staloment relating to the hour at
which the Meerat Infantry Iegis
ments arrived,
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-/Whilst these events were passing within the pre.
cinets of the Palace, in the quarter of the city miost in-
habited by the Englist residents, the work of caruage
and destruction was proceeding apace. It is not sasy
to fix the precise honr at which each particular inci-
dent in the dreadful catalogue of erime and suffering

occurred. ' But it seems to have been under the .

- mevidian sun that the principal unofficial KEnglishruen
in' Dellii fell victims to_ the fury of the enemy.

L,

1887,
May 11,

About noon the Dellii Bank was attacked and plun- J’glmkﬂeihi
dered, and all its chief servants, after a brave resist. 4

ance, massacred.  Mr, Beresford, the manager of the
Bank, took refuge with his wife and family on the
roof of one of the outhuildings. And theve, for
some time, they stood at bay, he with a sword in his
hand, ready to strike, whilst his courageous help-
mate was armed with a spear.  Thus, with resolute
bravery, they defended the gorge of the staircase,
until the assailants, seeing no Lope of clearing the
passage, retired to scale the walls in the roar of the
house. The attack was then renewed, but still the
little party on the roof made gallant resistance. Tt
is related by an eye-witness that one man fell dead
beneath the lady’s spear.  But to 'vesist was but to
protract thie pains of death. They were overpowered
and killed, and the Bank was gutted from floor to

roof. The Delhi Press establishment shared the same e Deihi

fate. . The Christian compositors had gathered there,
in pursuance of their eraft ; and never, perhaps, since
the first dawn of printing, had work been done,
sadder and’ grimmer than this—for it was theirs to
record in type that the hand of death was upon
them. The telegeaph had brought in the early morn-
ing tidings that the Meerut mutineers were hastening
to Delhi, and would soon be at the city gates. Some
VOL, 11, G

Press,
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must have felt then that they were composing their
own death-warrants.  The little slips of printed
i paper-—Delhi Gazette ¢ Extras™—went forth, and the
WA %] printers remained to meet the erisis, which they had
e just announced.  About mid-day a crowd of Insur-
by gents rushed into the office, killed all the Christian
compositors, who could ot effect their escape, and
with clnbs and poles destroyed the house and its
contents, taking away all the type that they could
: earry; to turn to another and a deadlier use. Ilvery-
! where the Christian people were butchered, their
f . property was plundered or destroyed, and then their
; houses were fired.® . The Church was an especial
object of the fury of the insurgents. They gloated
.' over the desecration of all that was held in rever<
i ence by our Christian people. They tore down and
' shattered the monumental slabs on the walls; they
seized the sacramental plate; thén they ascended fo
the belfry, raug a peal in derision, and; loosening or
cutting” the ropes, let the bells fall with & crash on
the stones below.

.- Meanwhile, there was great excitement in the
. Gantowments. Byigich  Cantonmaents, where the Sepoy regiments of

?'

f, the Company were posted.  Our military force was
i cantoned on a Ridge overlooking the great city, at a
L - distance of about two miles from it. There had during
i the preceding week been no symptoms of inquietude
i i

t'a"l_ * & Privato liouses were enlored clesred out the best-regoluled houses
4 by troopers (their lorses being. held from punkah to floor-cloth, They
£ b the gates of the gardens), who  then either sctfite to the house, or,

A '_-""'{En\‘:' ”

E
s
i

K

gaid they did not come for oot it
tife; und wheu they were disappointed
in their greed for Buropean i]fn, they
let in the budmashes of the «ity,
who, in the ‘space of lalf an hour,

it it were not of an  inflinmable
nature, they yulled out the doors
and window-frames, &o.; in some
cases the heams from the roofs?’-—
My, Wagentreiber's Nevrative.



Neawtmeng them. Some Native officers from the Delhi
regiments had been sitting on the great Meebut Court:

Martial; but how far’ they sympathised with the

prisotiers camnot be confidently declared. It would

have been strange, however, if what had happened at

Barrackpore and Berhampore had not been diseussed

at Meerut, and if' the Native officers had not carried

back with them that uneasy feeling of the something

coming which was rapidly spreading from station to.
station. It is certain, however, that on the afternoon

of the Christian Sabbath, which saw at Meecrut the

KYENTS m:@m"mmys. g 8%@L
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first great baptism of blood, a carriage arrived in'the

Delhi cantonments full of Natives, who, tho ugh not in
regimental uniform, were known to' be Sepoys from
Meerut,® What was said or done in the Lines on that
evening and during the ensuing night can only be
conjectured. But the following morning found every
regiment ripe for revolt. ; g
At the carly sunrise parade of that day alb the
troops in the Delhi Cantonmients-~the Thirty-cighth,
the Fifty-fourth, and Seventy-fourth Regiments, with
the Native Artillery—ere assembled o hear the pro-
ceedings of the Court-Martial on lssuree Pandy, the
Barrackpore Jemadart read aloud ; and as they were
read, there arose from the assembled Sepoys a murmur
of disapprobation. There was nothing beyond this; but
some officers in Cantonments, who had been eagerly
watching the signs of the times, felt that a cvisis was
approaching. At the early breakfast, however, where
our officers met each other, after morning parade, at
 moss-houses or private bungalows, there was the
wonted amount of light-hearted conversation and
carcless laughter, = And when they separated, and

¥ See evidence of Cuptain Tytler 4 Issuree Pandy had been hanged
al the trial of the King of Delli, o A puil Bndi—dute vol. 1, p. 584

G 2 ;



i ! g |
i/ 84 THE SEIZURE OF DELHI, @L '
1852, each man went to his home to bathe and dress, and
May 1k, prepare for the larger breakfast and the business or
the pleasure of the riorning, it was not thought that
'" the day wonld differ from other days. But before the
work of the toilet was at an end, our people were
bt startled by the tidings that the Native Cavalry from
g Meerut were forcing their way into the city. Native.
' servants and Sepoy orderlies earried the news to their
officers, and every man hurried on his elothes, feeling
that there was work before him. But even then the
prevailing idea was that there had been an eseape
from gaol ; no more. No one thought that there was
danger to an Empire,  If, it was said, the troops at
Meerut had mutinied, the strong bocly of Furopeans
there-——the Rifles, the Car a.bmeel s, and the white
Artillery-—would surely have been wupon their track.
. It was not possible that more than a few fugitives
FaR could ever reach Delhi.
© Calonel Rip- - Bo argued our officers on the Delhi Ridge, as they
%&;"g;lﬁl listened to the bugle-call and buckled on theu‘ swords,
The Fifty-fourth were ordered out for service, and
two of De Tessier’s guns were to accompany them to
the city. It was necessarily a work of time to get the
ficld-pieces ready for action ; so Ripley, leaving two
~companies to escort the Artillery, marched down to
. the nearest gate.  This was the Cashmere Gate. A
G little way on the other side of it was the Main-guard,
£ at which some men of the Thirty-eighth were posted.
They had already in their hearts cast in their lot with
the mutineers, and when Ripley appeared with the
Fifty-fourth, the time for action had come, and they
threw off then the Jast remmant of disguise. The
troopers of the Third Cavalry, with the insurgent
rabble from the town, were surging onwards towards
- the gate. The Fifty foux th, who “had brought tloun
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PROGRESS OF MUTINY.

then- pieces unloaded, now received the order to load;
‘and meanwhile, Captam Wallace, ‘acting as ﬁe]c‘l—
officer of the day, who had taken command of the
Main-gnard, ordered the Thirty-eighth to fire npon
the mutineers. To this they responded only with
. insulting sneers. Not a man brought his musket, to
the “present.”

This was the turning-point of the great disaster,
The Fifty-fourth were scarcely less faithless than their
comrades. They fired in the air, and some, perhaps,
fired upon their officers.® - After shooting two of the
insurgents, Ripley was cut down,-and near him fell
also the lifeless bodies of Smith and Burrowes,
Fdwards and Waterfield. When the two companies
in the rear approached the Cashmere Gate with the
guns, they met Captain Wallace riding in hot haste
towards them; he begged them, for mercy’s sake, to
hurry on, as the troopers were shooting down our
officers.  Soon they had ghastly evidence of this
dismal truth, for the mangled body of their Colonel
was being brought out, *‘literally hacked to pieces.”
Paterson then ordered his men to load, and pushed
on with all speed to the gate. But the veport of the
approach of the guns had already awed the mutineers,
and when they passed the gate, our officers found no
trace of the enemy whom they had come to attack,
except in the receding figures of a few troopers, who
were scampering towards the city. But they found
most miscrable traces of the preceding confiict, in the
dead bodies of their comrades; which were scattered
about the place. These were now brought in to the
Main-guard, before which the guns had been planted,

¥ There seems fo be some doubt however, (hnl(‘nlmulﬂqiﬂw declared
ahout: the t-cndm-t of theFifty-fourth  that bis own men had bayoneted
in this first collision, It is stated, kim,




86 THE SEIZURE OF DELHL, @L .

and the two companies of the Fifty-fourth posted as a
garrxson. ‘And there they remained hour after hour,
gaining no assured 1ntclhgence of the movements of
the wbds and ever clicerful in the thonght that aid
from Meerut, with its strong European force, must
. certainly be close at hand.
sjor Abbott'  Meanwhile, Captain Wallace had been directed by
b Major Paterson to bring up the Seventy-fourth Regi-
ment, with two move guns, Major Abbott, on gaining
intelligence of the defection of the Thirty-c cighth, and
the doubtful conduet of the Fiftyfourth, mounted his
horse, hastened to the Tines of his regiment, and ad-
dressed his men. He told theni that the time had come
for them to prove that they were true and loyal
soldiers’; and he called for volunteers to accompany
him down to the Cashimere GGate. There was not a man
there who did not come to the front ; and when the
order was given to load, they obeyed it with befitting
alacrity. Then they marched down, with two more
guns, under Lientenant Aislabie, and about mid-day
‘were welcomed by Paterson and his party at the Main-
.« guard. The force at this post had now been strength-
ened by the return of some Sepoys of the Fifty-fourth,
who had gone off in the confusion; and, haﬁng roamed
about for gome time in a state of bewilderment and
panie, had at last turned back to the point from
_ which they had started, hanging on to the skirts of
i civcumstance, wondéring what would be the resuls,
and yaiting to see whether a retributive force from
}}' Meerut was sweeping into the City of the Mogul.
Af the Main. = Time passed, and the slant shadows thrown by the
5 ek descending sun were falling upon the Main-guard.
Yet siill no anthentic 1melhnence of what was pass-
ing in the city reached our expeetant officers, except
that which was conveyed to them by European




~fugitives who sought safety there from ather parts

of the city. Scared and bewildered they had come in, -

cach with some story of an eseape from death, provi-
dential-—almost miraculous. » But there was little
room for rejoicingy as it seemed to them that they

had been sayed from old dangers only to encounter -

new, ' At the Main-guard: they were, surrounded by
Sepoys, waiting only a fitting opportunity ta dis-
encumber themselves of the last remmant o_i;’ﬁglge_i-;-ro.uib
ward fidelity. At any moment they might break out
into open revolt, and shoot down the Europeans of
both sexes congregated in the enclosure. . It was a
time of intense anxiety. 1t was evident that the in-
‘surrection was raging in the city. There was & con-

fused roar, presaging « great tumult; and smoke and

fire were seen ascending from the European quarter.
Then there was, at intervals, a sound of Artillery,
the meaning of which was not correetly known, and
then a tremendous explosion, which shook the Main.
guard to its very foundation. Looking to the quarter
whence the noise proceeded, they saw a heavy column
of smoke obscuring the sky; and there was no doubt
in men’s minds that the great Magazine had exploded
—whether by accident or design could only be con-
jectured. © But whilst the party in the guardhouse
were speculating on the event, two European officers
joined them, onc of whom was so blackened with
smoke that it was difficult te discern his features.
They weree Artillery subalterns, who had just escaped
- from the great explogion, The story which it was
theirs to tell is one which will never be forgotten.

_The great Delhi Magazine, with all its vast sup- Explosion of
. ' e ¥ . ) . ¥ 0 tha 1 1 :
plies of munitions of war, was in the city at no great " Magnsine,

AL THE MAIN-GUARD, 8 5
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distance from the Palace. It was in charge of Lien-
May 11, tenant George Willoughby, of the Ordnance Commis-
sariat Department, with whom were associated Lieu-

tenants Forrest and Raynor, also officers of the Bengal

Artillery, and six European Conductors and Com.-

missariat Sergeants. 'All the rest of the establishment

was Native. Early mortiing work is a condition of
Anglo-Indian life, and Willoughby was at the Maga-

zine superintending the accustomed duties of his de-

partment, and little dreaming what the day would

‘bring forth, when Forrest came in accompanied by

the magistrate, Sir Thomas Metcalfe, and informed

him that the Meeruf, mutineers were streaming across

the river. It was Metcalfe’s object to obfain from the

Magazine a couple of guns wherewith to defeud the

Bridge. But it was soon apparent that the time for

such defence had passed. The froopers had crossed

" the rivery and had found ingress at the Palace Gate.
A brave and resolute man, who, ever in the midst of

danger, seemed almost to bear a charmed life, Met-

calfe then went about other work, and Willoughby

i s braced himself up for the defence of the Magazine.
" He knew how much depended on its safety. He knew

| that not only the mutinous soldiery, but the danger-
ous classes of Delhi, would pour down upon the Maga-
zine, some eager to seize its accumnlated munitions of
war, others greedy only for plunder. If, he thought,
he could hold out but a little while, the white re-
._- giments at Meerut would soon come to his aid, and a
¥ strong guard of English Riflemen with guns manned
| by European artillerymen, would make the Magazine
secure agaiust all comers. It was soon plain that the
Native establishment of the Magazine was not to be
trusted. But there were nine resolute Englishmen
who calmly prepared themsclves to face the tremen-
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dous odds which threatened them, and, if the sacrifice
were required, to die beneath the ruins of the Maga-
zine.  Cheered by the thought of the approaching
succour from Meerut, these brave men began their
work. The outer gates were closed and barricaded.

Guns were then brought out, loaded with double

charges of grape, and postéd within the gates.  One
of the Nine, with port-fire in hand, stood veady to dis-
charge the contents of the six-pounders full upon the
advancing enemy if they should find their way into
the enclosure. These arrangements completed, a
train was laid from the powder-magazine, and, on a
given signal from Willoughby, if further defence
should be hopeless, & match was to be applied to it,
and the Magazine blown into the air, - :

Whilst in this attitude of defence, a summons to
surrender came to them in the name of the King. It
was treated with contemptuous silence.  Again and
again messengers came from the Palace saying that
his Majesty had ordered the gates to he opened, and
the stores given up to the Army. If not, ladders
would be sent, and the Magazine would be carricd by
escalade.  Unmoved by these menaces, Willoughby
and Forrest answered nothing, but looked to their
. defences; and presently it was plain that the scaling-
ladders had arrived. The enemy were swarming over
the walls. | At this point all the natives in the Maga-
zine, the gun-lascars, the artificers and others whose
defection had been expected, threw off their disguise,
and, ascending some sloping sheds, joined the encmy
on the other side.

The time for vigorous action had now arrived.  As
the enery streamed over the wall, round after round
of murderous grape-shot from ocur guns, delivered
with all the coolness and steadiness of a practice-
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parade, riddled the adyancing multitudes; but still

they poured on, keeping up a heavy fire of musketry

from the walls* Yet hoping almost against hope

to hear the longed-for'sound of the_commg help from

Meerut, the devoted Englishmen held their ground

b until their available ammunition was expended. Then

.. further defence was impossible ; they could not leave

i the guns to bring up shot from the Magazine, and

there were none to help them. Meanwhile, the

mutineers were forcing their way at other unpro-

teetedd points into the. great enclosure, and. it was

plain, that the Nine—two among" .them wounded,

though not disabled, for the strong will kept them at

their posts—v—«muld no longer hold thc great storehouse

from the grasp of the enemy. So- the. signal was

_ given. Conductor Scully ﬁred the train, In a few

1 seconds there was a tremendous lxp10=31011 The
Magazine had been blown into the air.

Not one of that gallant band expec!ed to escape
with bis life.  But {our of the Nine, in the confusion
which ensued, though at first siunned.and bewildered,
shattered and bruised, made goed their retreat from

¢ the ruins. Willonghby and Forrest, it has been seen,
escaped to the Main-guard. Raynm and Bucl.lc)
took a different dlrechon, and eyentually reached
Meernt.  Seully and his gallant comrades were never
seen alive again.  But the lives thus nobly sacrificed
were dearly paid for by the enemy. Hundreds
perished in that great explosion; and. others at a
digtance were struck down by the fragnients. of the
building, or by bullets flung from the cartridges
ignited in store. But it was not possible that by any
such cxplosion as this the immense material resources

% The assailants appear to have Hleventh and Twentieth Regifients
0 hean principally’ Sepoys  of  the. from Meemt.



of the great Delhi Magazine should be so destroyed
as to be unserviceable to the enemy The effect of
the heroic deed, which hag given to those devoted
Nine a cherished place in History, can never be
exactly computed. DBut the grandeur of the con-
eeption is mot to be measured by its results. From
one ead of India to another it filled men’s minds
with enthusiastic admiration ; and when news reached
England that a young Artiilery officer named Wil-
loughby had blown up the Delhi Magazine, there was
a burst of applause that came from the deep heart of
‘the nation. It was the first of many intrepid acts
which have made us proud of our countrymen in
India; but its brilliancy has never heen eclipsed.

EVENTS IN THE CANTONMENT. GRS Gl o

M}sg 11

In the British Cantonment on the Ridge a colunm Progress’ o
mu.tm AR

of white smoke was seen to arise from the city, and Cmtmmm ;

presently the sound of the explosion was heard. Tt
was then four o'clock. Brigadier Graves and the
officers under him had been exerting theinselves to
keep together such of the troops ss had not marched
down to the Delhi City, ever hoping that the Euro-
peans from Meerut would soon come to their relief,
and wondering why they were so long in making™
their appearance. It seemed strange, but it was pos-
sible; that the exteént of the danger was not appre-
ciated by General Hewitt; strange that it should be
necessary fo'send for succours to Meerut, and yet, as
the day advanced and no help came, it clearly had
- become necessary to appeal for the aid which onght
to haye been freely and promptly sent. Then one brave
man stepped forward and offered to carry a letter to
the General at Meerut. This was Doctor Batson, the
Surgeon of the Seventy-fourth Regiment, The gallant



had bétrayeel him,
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offer was accepted.  The letter was written, and
placed in Batson’s hands. He took leave of his wife
and ¢children, whom he might never see again, dis-

guised himself as a Fakeer, and sct forth-on his peril-

ous journey.  But well as he played his part, and
able as he was to speak the language of the country
as fluently as his own, he had not proceeded far before
his disguise was penetrated; the colour of his eyes
He was fired upon by the
Sepoys, robbed and stripped by the villagers, and
finally cast adrift, to wander about naked and hungry,
weary and footsore, passing through every kind of
peril, and enduring every kind of pain.

All day long the Sepoys in the Cantonment had
been hovering upon the brink of open mutiny.  They
had committed no acts of violence against their
officers, but, like their comrades at the Main-guard,
though held back by the fear of the white regiments
that were expected from Meerut, they were festering
with the bitterness of national hatred, and eager.to
strike. The ladies and children had been gathered
up and sheltered in a place known as the Flag-staff

TPower.*  There two of DeTessier's cuns were posted ;
g P ;

but the Native gunners were not to be trusted, and

besides the officers, there

% Thig Ylagsialf fower became
afterwurds  very celebrafed in the
lustory of the siege of Dethi, On
that Tl of Day it was little better
than a *“Black ole.” The scene
within the toweris thus described
by an eye-witness :— Here we fonnd
a large number of ladies and ¢hidren
collected in' a rouwid room  some
eighteon feef in diaweter. Servants,
male and female, were huddled toge-
ther withihem; many ladics were ina
fainting condition from extreme heat
and nervous excitement, and all wore

were only nineteen: Kuro-

that expression of anxiely so unear
akin to despair.  Here were widows
mourning  their husbands’ muarder,
sisters weepiog over the report of &
hrother's death. and some there were
whose husbands were still on duty
in the midstof the disaffeoted Sepoys,
of whose fate they were as yeb ig-
norant, It was a blwk hole 1n
miniature, with all but the last hor-
rible features of that dreadful prison,
and I was glad cven tostand in the
sun to eateh a breath of fresh ain®
—Mr. Wagenireiler's Narrative, o

L
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peans, or Christinns, in the Cantonment. It was folt 1887,
that at any moment a crisis might arrive, when May1l '
nothing but a sudden’ flight could save the lives of

this litdle handful of our people. The! explosion of

the Magazine seems to have brought on the inevitable
moment, when the last links that bound the Native

soldiery to their Kuropean officers were to be broken.

At the Main-gnard in the City, as in the Canton- Events at the
ment on the Ridge, the same process was going on in WIS g
the light of the setting sun.  The disaffection of the
Delhi regiments had vipened into general mutiny.
The last restraints weve flung aside under an assumed
conviction that the Europeans from Meerut were not
coming to avenge their slaughtered brethren, The
great national cause was swelling into portertous
external dimensions under the inflations of the King
and Princes, and others of stronger lungs than their
own.  Everywhere it had been noised abouf from
early morning that the King was on the side of the
mutineers, and that to fight against the English was
to fight for the King—to fight for the restoration of
the Mogul throne—to fight for the religion of the
Prophet. And as the day advanced, there were more
unmistakable signs that this was neither an invention
nor a delusion. The inmates of the Palace; timid,
feeble, effete as they were, had plainly risen against
the dominant Christian power. The yoke of the
Fevinghees was to be cast off. The time had come
when all the great offices of State would again be
filled by the people of the East—by Mahomedans and
Hindoos, under the restored dynasty of the Moguls.
And whilst many were inspired by these sentiments,
many also were moved by a great lust of plunder;
and as the sun neared the horizon, and still there




were no signs of the nvenging Englishren on' the
road from Meerut, massacre and spoliation were safe
and easy, and all the scum of Delhi, therefore, was
seen upon the surface of the rebellion.

To hold out any longer against such overwhelming
odds was now wholly impossible. At the Main-guard
the massacre of our pedple was commenced by a
volley from the Thirty-cighth,. delivered with terrible
effect into the midst of them.  Gordon, the field-
officer of the day, fell from his horse with a musket-
ball in his body, and died without a groan, = Smith
and Reveley of the Seventy-fourth, were shot dead.®
That any Chpistian person escaped amidst the shower
of mugketry that was poured upon them seemed to be
a miraculous deliverance. - There was now nothing
left to the survivors but to seek safety in flight. There
was but one means of escape, and that a perilous,
almost a hopeless, one. There was an embrasure in
the bastion skirting the court-yard of the Main-gnard,
through which egress might be obtained, and by
dropping down into the ditch—a fall of some thirty
Acet—and ascending the opposite scarp, the slope of
the glacis might be gained, beyond which there was
some jungle, which might afford cover to the fugitives
till nightfall. Young and active ofticers, not crippled
by wounds, might accomplish this; but the despairing
eries of some Knglishwomen from the inner rooms of
the Guard-house, reminded them that they could not
think wholly of themselves. To remain in the
Guard was to court death. The mutinecers were not
only firing upon our people with their muskets, but
pointing their guns at us.  The only hope- left was a

94 | THE SEIZURE OF DELHT,

_® e Jatter (Reveley) had a kot of Sepoys below, the next mo-
loaded gun in his hend; he quietly ment expived.”~ Lieutenond Fibort's
raised himself up with a dying effort,  Nureative,

‘and dischaiging both barrels info a




P —

ESCAPE FROM THE MAIN-GUARD. 95

|5 Tdeseent into! the ditch, but even that was more like

despair.  So the women were brought to the embra-
sure, and whilst in terror and confusion they were
discussing the possibility of the descent, a round-shot
passed over their heads, and they felt that there was
not a moment to be lost. The officers then fastened

their belts together, and thus aided, whilst some

dropped into the ditch to receive the women, others
helped them from ahove to descend. At last, not
without much dificulty, aggravated by the terror of
the poor creatures who were being rescued, the whole
were lowered into the ditch; and then came the still
more difficult task of ascending the apposite bhank.

- The steepness of the ascent and the instability of the

s0il made. their footing so insecure, that again and
again they were foiled in the attempt to reach the
summit., The earth gave way heneath them, and
helping men and helpless women rolled back to the
bottom of the ditch amidst a shower of crumbling
earth. - Despair, however, gave them superhuman
energy, and at last the whole of our little pavty had
surmounted the outer slope of the diteh, and were
safe upon the crest of the glacis, Then they made
their way into the jungle which skirted it, and pushed

on, some in the direction of the Cantonments, and

some in the divection of Metcalfe House.

-

. Meanivhile, in the Dritish Cantonment on the Eseape fiom

tremity of despair. The Sepoys had turned upon
them and now held possession of the guns. It was
1o longer possible to defend the place or to keep
together even the fow Native soldiers who were in-
clined to remain fuithful, under the iufluence of old

" « L1
Ridge our people had been reduced to the same ex. Cantenments
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habits and personal attachments. Two circumstances,

“however, were in fayour of the English in Canton-

wients.  One was, that the Sepoys at a distance from
the Palace and the City were less acquainted.with the
extent to which the Royal Family and the Mahom-
medan citizens of Delhi were aiding and supporting
the mutineers. The other was, that our officers, heing
at their homes, had facilities of conveyance—hovses,
and carriages, and carts—wherewith to carry off their
families to Meerut or Kurnaul, with some provisions
for the journey, and perhaps some of the remnant of
their household gods. When first they moved off]
there was a slight show or pretence of the Scpoys going
with them. They fell in to the word of command
and, for a little space, accompanied the del:.n'tmn'
Englishmen ; but soon the columns were broken up,
the Sepoys streamed into the Bazaars, and all sem-
blance of «discipline was abandoned. Three or four
officers, who had remained with them, tried to rally
their men in vain: The Sepoys imploved thern to
escape before the rabble from the city burst upon the
OCantonment.  Already, indeed, the English carviages

~ had been lighted upon their way by the blaze of our
burning bungalows,  If the officers who were the last

to quit the Cantonment could rescue the regimental
colours, it was the most that they could hope to ac-
coruplish. *

So, forth from the Cantonment and forth from the
City went our fugitive people. Many narratives of
deep and painful interest have been written, descrip-
tive of the sufferings which they endured, and the
dangers which t-hcy encountered, It has been nar-

* The last to guit the Cantonment  Gambier, (‘ul:tam Peile, and C‘nph:m ;

were, apparently, Colonel Kuyvett  Holland,
of the Thirty-cighth, Lieulenant

1
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rated how they hid themselves now in the jungle, = 1867,
now in the rnins of uninhabited buildings ; Low they Mey 1112
tore off their epanlettes or other bright appendages
of their uniform lest they should attract notice by
glittering in the moonlight or the sunshine ; how they
crouched like hares in form, or hid themselves in
gaps and bollows; how thdy were tracked and de-
spoiled hy robbers; how they were lured into seem-
ingly friendly villages and then foully maltreated ;
how they waded through or swam rivers, carrying
the women and children across as best they conld ;
how they were beaten and stripped, and sent on their
way under the fierce unclouded sun of the Indian
 summer, without clothing and without food; how
they often laid themselves down at night weary, ex-
hausted, and-in sore pain, crouching close to cach
other for warmth, expecting, almost hoping that
death would come at once to relieve them from their
sufferings ; how delicate women and young children
struggled on, somectimes separated from their hus-
bands or fathers, but ever finding consolation and
support in the kindly and chivalrous .ministrations of
English gentlemen.® Some made good their way to
Meerut, some to Kurnaul, some to Umballah, Others
perished miserably on the road, and a few, unable to
proceed, were left behind by their companions. This
was the sorest trial of all that befel the fugitives, It
weht to the hearts of these brave men to abandon
any of their fellow-sufferers who could not longer
share their flight. But there was no help for it.  So,
once or twice, after vain endeavours to carry the
helpless one to a place of safety, it was found that;

* Aund nobly the women played Wood and Mys. Peile-—saved a
\ their parts, and uob nlways as the  wounded officer, the husband of the
weakep vessels. One published nar~ former, who could not have moved

eative relates how two ladies—-Mrs. onward without their support.
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o 7. with the enemy on their track, death to the Many
- May 12 gt follow further efforts to save the One, and so
' the wretched creature was left behind to die,*
But truth would not be satisfied if it werc not
narrated here that ‘many compassionate and kindly
acts on the part of the Natives of the country re-
lieved the darkness of the great picture of national
crime. - Many of the fugitives were succoured by
1 people in the rural districts through which they
6 passed, and sent on their way in safety. Tn this good
work mien of all classes, from great landholders to
humble sweepers took part, and endangered their own
R lives by saving those of the hapless Christians.}

YBE SEIZURE OF DELHT.

E. May 11--16,  Whilst-these remnants of our British officers, with
| jassacrs of their wives and children, were thus miscrably cecaping
f- P 1 from Delhi, there were others of our countrypeople,
W or co-religionists, who were in pitiable captivity there,
& . awaiting death in o stifling dungeon. These were,
for the most part, European or Eurasian inhabitants
of the Darao-gunj, or English quarter of Delhi, en- -
gaged in commerce ortrade.  On the morning of the
11th of May, many of these people; hearing that the
mutineers were crogsing the bridge, gathered them-
selves in one of the * largest and strongest houses”
occupied by our Christign people, and there barri-
eaded themselves,  These, however, and others, burnt
or dragged out of their houses, escaped death only to

. # See Licutenant Vibart’s - Narra-

tive.

L M, Willigma, in his: official re-
pork, gives a list—but not a complete
one—of the Natives who succonred
the Delhi fugitives, | See alio narra-
tivsof the escape of Captain 1. W.
Tollaud: “There being no milk n

the village, one Pnltoo sweepsr, or
otliers of his family, used daily to
take the trouble to go to procure
some from adjacent villages.” Agaiu:
# 1 rerained with Junpadasy' (a
Brahmin) six days. He gura me
the best part of his house o live in,
and the best food he could,” &, &o.
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wmdom, and only one doer, go that little either of
air or light ever entered the dreary dwelling. © There
nearly ftfw Christian people—men, women, and chil-

dren—were huddled together, scantily fed, constantly

threatened and insulted by 'the Sepoys amei Palace-
guards, but bearing up bravely heneath the hurden
of their sorrows. After four or five d&ys of this

suﬂ'ermg, a servant of the King asked one 'of the

ladies in the dungeon how, if thc} were restored to
power, the Lng]mh would treat the Natives; and the
answer was, ““ Just as you haye treated our husbtmds

and children.” On the following' day they were led Mny 16,

forth to die. The Palace—guards came to the prison-

door and told them to come forth, as they weve to be.
taken to a better residence.  Sorely mistrusting their

guards, they crowded out of the dungeon. A rope
was thrown round: them, encircling the party so that
none could escape. Then they were taken toa court-
yard—the appointed shambles—where great ¢rowds

. of people were gathere red together to witness the mas-

sacre of the Christians, J\s they stood there cummg

the Feringhees and throwing up their jubilant eries,

the work of slaughter commeneed,  Tt'dsnot easy to
tell the story with an assured belief in its truth. 1o
seems, however, that the Nemesis of the Third Cavalry
was there; that some of the troopers fired with ear-
bine or plst.ol at the prisoners, but by mischance
struck one of the King's retainers. Then there began
a carnage at the sabres edge. Tt is hard to say how
it was done. = 'Whether many or whether few 'swords-
men fell upon the Christians is ancertain.¥ But, in

% One slatement is to the effect fifty men fell upon them with (heir
that ‘a hundred or a hundred and swords; and another is, that two

H 2
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~ be carried prisoners: to the Pala,ee, where bhey were
confined in an underground apartment,’ wighouthqnnla
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a brief space of time, fifty Christian people—men,
women, and children—were remor&-elessly slain. ® A
sweeper, who had helped to dispose of the corpses,
bore witness that there were only five or six men
among them. The bodies were heaped up on a cart,
borne to the banks of the Jumna, and thrown into
the river.

So there was not, after that 16th of May, a single
European left in Delhi, either in the Cantonment or in
the City. The British had no longer any footing in
the capital of the Mogul. We had been swept out
by the great besom of destruction, and Behaudur Shah

-xeigned in our place. Since ‘the days of Suraf-ood-
dowlah and the Black Hole, no such calamity had
ever overtaken our people, and never since we first
set foot on Indian soil any such dire disgrace. That
a number of Christian people should be thus foully
massacred was a great sorrow. but that nothing should
be done to avenge the blood of our slaughtered
countrymen was a far greater shame. The sorrow
was at Delhi; the shame was at Meerut. The little
band of Englishmen suddenly brought face to face
| with mutiny in the Lines, insurrection in the city,
1 and revolution in the great teeming Palace of Delhi;
f who found, as their enemies on that May morning,
six mutinous Sepoy Regiments, a hostile Mahomedan
population, and the retainers of the old Mogul
dynasty, with the King’s name as the watchword,
and the Princes as the leaders of the many-sided
revolt, could not have done much more than they
. did to stem the tide that was rushing upon them. It
was not possible that they should hold out for more
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g swordsmen did the entire butehery . three children, eseaped by fezgmng
(s by themselves. Mahomedanism.
* A woman (Mrs, Aldwell) with
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\ Jtﬁa/n one dreadful day with such a power arrayed  1857.
against them. Their doom had been ‘sealed in the  May.
early morning.  When the hoofs of the foremost
troop-horse rung upon the bridge across the Jumna,
the death-knell of the British was soundéd. From
norn to noon, from noon to sunset, still our people
were sustained by a strong’faith in the manhood of
their countrymen, who, at, alittle distance, had Horse,
and Foot, and a great strength of Ariillery to bring
to theirsuccour, But when the sun went down, and
there was no sign at Delhi of the approach of ‘the
Dragoons or the Galloper guns, they saw that they
were deserted, and what could they do but fly2 =

But did the responsibility of this grievous inaction Question of
rest with General Hewitt or with Brigadier Wilson ? m"mb‘l‘t’ X
The General has asserted that, as the command of the !
station was in the hands of the Brigadier, the move-
ment of the troops depended upon him. But when
a General Officer, commanding a division of the
Army, thus shifts the responsibility on to the shoul-
ders of a subérdinate, he virtually seals his own con-
demnation. When, at a later period, Wilson was called
upon by the supreme military authorities for a full

- explanation of the causes of the inaction of the Euro-
pean troops on the night of the 10th of May, and
reference was made to what Hewitt had stated, the
former wrote in reply, “1 wounld beg to refer to the
Regulations of the Bengsl Army, Section XVIL,
which will show what httle authority over the troops
is given to the Brigadier commanding a station which
is the Head-Quarters of a Division, .md that I could
not have exercised any distinet command the Major-.
General being present on the occasion. As Brigadier,
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. T only exercised the exceutive command of the troops
May.  under the orders of the Major-General.”. “1 may or
way not," he added, “have beén wrong in offering the
opinion I did to the Major-Gieneral. T acted to the
best of my judgment at the time, and from the uncer-

- tainty regarding the divection taken by the. fuglu\'eq
I still believe I was right. Had the Brigade blindly
followed in the hope of ﬁndmg the fugitives, and the
remaining portion of the Cantonment been therchy
sacrificed, with. all our sick, women and children, and
- valuable stores, the outcry against those in command
at Me_er;ut would have been stil.l greater than it has
| been.” .
 Causes of This, in part, is the explanation of that first great
| Malwe  filare, which so perplexed and astounded all who
‘heard of it, and which led to great and disastrous
- results hereafter to be recorded, The military com-
V manders at Meerut belicved that it was their first duty
to proteet lifeand property in the Cantorment, The
mutinous Sepoys, aided by the escaped convicts, and
RS, by ruffians and robbers from the hazaars and villages,
: had butchered men, women, and children, had burned
"' ~and gutted the houses of the white people in the
Native quarter of the Cantonment, and it was believed
that, if due precautions were not taken, the other great
half of military Meerut would share the game fate, that
the Treasury would be }}lundered and thai the maga-
zines would fall into the enemy's hands. To Wilson
it was natural that the sa,ft,ty of the Cantonment
i should be his first care ; but Hewitt commanded the
whole Meerut division, inclurling the great station of
; Delhi, with its immense magazine, and not a single
Furopean soldicr to guard its iuoiuqon of military
stores, It needed no breadth of vision, no forecaste
to discern the tremendond danger which lay af* the

L I ) v e 1 "o,
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_t&nce only of a night’s march from. Moerut-—dan-

ger not local, but na.tmna.l. ‘dangerno less portentous
in its pohtlcal than in *its military aspects, But not
an effort was made fo mtercept the fatal flood of -
mntiny that was streaming into Delhi. | (General
Hewitt ignored the fact that the whole of thr‘ Meerut
Dwmlon was under his military. charge, and thlqkmg
only of the safety of the place in, which he himself
resided, he stood upon the defensive for many days,
whilst fhe rebels of the Lines, of the Gaols and the
Bazaars, were, rejoicing in the work that, thcy ]md j
done with impunity equal to their snccess, -

But the judgment of the historian would be but a
partial —an imperfect-—] judgment, if it were to stop
here. There is something more to be said. Beneath
these personal errovs thcu, lay the errors of a vicious.
system and o false pohcy To bring this great charge
against one Commander of a Division or another
Commandcr of a Division, against one Commander-
in-Ohief or another Commander-in- Chief, against
one Governor-General or another Governor- Gmu_‘a],
against this Department or against that Department,
would be a mistake and an injustice. . It was not this
or that man that wanted wisdom. = The evil lay
broad and deep in the national character, The arro-
gance of the Englishman, which covered him ever
w1th a great dnluqmn, forbidding him to see dangel
when dangt,r was surrounding hlm, and rendering it
impossible in his eyes that any disaster should over-
take so great and powerful a country, was the prin.
cxpal source of this great failnre at Meerut, We were
ever lapping and lulling ourselves in a false seourity.
We had wdrnings, many and significant; but we
brushed them away with a movement of impatience
and contempt. There is a cant phrase, which, be-
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1357, cause it is cant, it may be beneath the dignity of
" History to cite; but no other words in the English
language, counted by scores or by hundreds, can so
express the prevailing faith of the Englishman at
that ume, as those two well-khown words “All
serene.”  Whatever clouds might lower—whatever
tempests might threaten*still it was “All serene.”
It was held to be unhecoming an Englishman to be
prepared for a storm. To speak of ugly signs or
portents—to hint that there might be coming perils
which it would be well to arm ourselves to encoun-
ter—was to be scouted as a feeble and dangerous
alarmist. What had happened at Barrackpore and
Berhampore might well have roused our people to
cautious action. 'We had before secen storms burst
suddenly upon us to our utter discomfiture and de-
struction ; but we were mot to be warned or in-
structed by them. When Henry Lawrence wrote,
“ How unmindfal have we been that what ocourred
/4 in the city of Caubul may some day occur at. Delhi,
Meerut, or Bareilly,™ no one heeded the prophcuc
. saying any more than if he had prophesied the imme-
diate coming of the day of judgment, Everything,
. therefore, at Meerut, in spite of plain and patent
ol symptoms of an approaching outbreak, was in a state
(s of utter unpreparedness for action. There were
troopers without horses, troopers that could not ride
~—artillerymen without guns, and artillerymen who
did not know a mortar from a howitzer, or the dif-
ference’ between round-shot and grape. This was not
ythe fault of General Hewitt or Brigadier Wilson ; it
- was the fault of the system—the policy. The pre-
o _ vailing idea, and one for which there was-good war-
% e t

b e *® Bee anfe, vol. i. p. 453,




NEVER READY. ; 105 @L i
-"Aént, ‘was, that the Government desived that things 1857
should he kept quiet. -Even to have a battery of o
artillery equipped for immediate service was held to
be a dangerous movement, that nnght excite alarm,
and, perhaps, precipitate a crisis, which otherwise
might be indefinitely delayed.. When an officer of
Artillery commanding one ‘of the Meerut batteries
sought permission, a few days before the outbreak, to
load his ammunition-waggons, that he might be
ready, i case of accident, for prompt servmo, he was
told that such a step would excite suspicion among
the natives, and that therefore it conld not be sanc-
tioned. And this may have been right.  The wrong
consisted in having allowed things to drift fato such
a state, that what ought to have been the il was
regarded as somdh:mcr altogether abnormal and éx-
ceptional, and as such, a cause of special alarm. The
policy was to believe, or to pretend to believe, that
our lines had been cast in pleasant places; and the
¥ system, therefore, was never to be preparved for an |
emergency—never to be ready to wiove, and never ok
to know what to do.. In pursusnce of this system '
the Commander-in-Chief was in the great play-ground
i of Simlah, and the Chiefs of Departments were en-
couraging him in the belief that the cloud “would
soon blow over.” So officers of all ranks in the great
Divisions of the Army in the North-West—in the
Sirhind, in the Meerut, in the Cawnpore Divisiong—
did, according to the pattern of Head-Quarters, and
according to their instincts as Englishmen; and,
therefore, whien the storm burst, we were all naked
defenceless, and forlorn, and lmcw not how to en
counter its fury. {
.1t has been contended that a prompt movement in
pursnit of the mutineers might not have been suc-




i L g S DY I L S ' ’ T e

THE SEIZURE OF DELEL. @L

cessful.  And it is right that;all circumstances of
difficulty should be fully taken into account. Re-
‘hellion developed itself under the cover of the night.
The mutineers dispersed themselves here and there,
and our people knew not whither to follow them.
The Cavalry; however, must have taken to the road,
and where the native troepers could go, our Dragoons
might have pursued them; but the former had a
long start, and it is said that, as they would have
been the first to enter Delhi, they would have de-
stroyed the bridge across the Jumna; and that even
if our Cavalry and: Horse-Artillery had made their
way into the City, they would have found them-
selves entangled in streets swarming with an armed
. rabble, stimulating and aiding the hostile Sepoy
Regiments who had been prepared to welcome, and
to cast in their lot with their comrades from Meerut,
But it is to be observed, upon the other hand, that if
the troopers of the Third Cayalry, who were the first
to enter Delhi, had eut off the communication with
Meerut, by destroying the bridgd, they would have
shut out large numbers of their own people, who -
were pouring, or rather dribbling; into Delhi all
through the day. If the Meernt troops had arrived
on the banks of the Jumna in a serried mass, under
i . a capable commander, they would, when the whole
{ had passed over, have destroyed the bridge, to cut off .
the pursuit of the enemy from Meerut. But straggling
in at intervals, under no recognised chiefs, this was
not to be expected; and if it had been done, a great
part of the Meerut Infantry Regiments must have
' fallen into the hands of the pursuing Englishmen, and
¥ been destroyed by their grape shot or sabres within
P sight of the palace windows.
' Buot the mere military argument in such a case




M does not dispose of the historical question ; for it was.
from the moral no less than from the material effects
of the pursuif that advantage was to be derived.

The sight of a single white fave above the erest of
a parapet has cre now put a garrison o, flight. And
it may not unreasonably be assumed that, if on that
Monday morning a few English Dragoons had been
seen approaching the Jumma, it would have been
believed that a large body of white troops were

behind them, and lvbclhun which was precipitated .

by our inactivity, would then have been suspended
by the fear of the coming retribution. Unless the
Dragoons and Horse-Artillery hind headed the Sepoys,
which was not indeed to be expected, the first sudden
rush into Delhi must have oceasioned wild confusion,
and many lives must have been sacrificed to the fury
of the troopers and the rabble of abettors. But the
disaster would have been but limited—the defeat but
temporary. It is doubtful whether, if the avenging
Englishmen had, that morning, appeared under the
walls of Delhi, the Sepoy Regiments stationed there
would have broken into rebellion; and it is well
nigh cerfain, that in the presence of the British troops
the Royal Family of Delhi would not have dared
to proclaim themselves on the side of the mutineers.
All through the hours of the morning there was doubg
and hesitation both in the Cantonments and in the
Palace; and it was not until the sunwas going down

that it beeame manifest that Delhi was in the throes

of a great revolution. Fmboldened and encouraged
by what seemed to be the sndden prosty ation of the
English, our enemies saw that their time had come,
whilst our friends lost confidence in our power and
our fortune, and feared to declare themselves on our
gide. Better in that case for the English saldiers to

[ 185'3’.
May, '_
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" come to Delhi to be beaten than not to corie at-all
¢ M. Tt was the want of effort at such a moment that did
' us such gricvous harm. For from one statiou to an-
other the news spread that the Sepoys had conquered
4 the English at Meerut, and proclaimed the Mogul
j Emperor at Delhi. The first great blow had been
struck at the Feringhees, and ever from place to
p place the rumour ran that they had been paralysed
by it.*
] Alleged eon- ~ There is another question to which, fitly here, a
| shimcy fora foyy sentences may be devoted. It has been said
| generalrising. \ b S ’
that, in looking at this great history of the Sepoy

- War as a whole, we shall not take just account of it,
unless we consider that, inasmuch as there had been
a conspiracy throughout the Bengal Native Army for
a general rising of the Sepoys all over the country on
a given dey, the sudden outbreak at Meerut, which
caused a premature development of the plot, and put
f the English on their guard before the appointed |
E - hour, was the salvation of the British Fmpire in

India. Colonel Carmichael Smyth was ever assured
e in his own mind that, by evolving the erisis in the
i Third Cavalry Regiment, he had saved the Empire,
E : It was his boast, and he desired that it shonld be
made known to all men, that he might have the full
E credit of the act. And I am bound to say that there
i - is high testimony in support of the belief thus confi-
dently expressed. Mr. Cracroft Wilson, who was
selected by the Supreme Government to fill the poss
of Special Commissioner, after the suppression of
rebellion, with a view to the punishment of the

: guilty and the reward of the deserving, has placed
'r ] * There is an expressive Hindos- — faedar” or helpless. Tk was
tanee word in very eommon cur. currently said that tlfc Linglish were

renicy among both ~Kuropeans and lashar,
Matives on the Bengul side of India
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conspiracy for a simultaneous rising.  *Carefully
collating,” he has written, ‘‘oral information with
facts as they oceurred, T am convinced that Sunday,
31st of May, 1857, was the day fixed for mutiny to

':_:upon record his full belief in this story of a genéﬁg -

commence throughout the Bengal Army; that theve

were committees of about ‘three members in each
regiment which conducted the duties, if 1 may so
speak, of the mutiny: that the Sepoys, as a body,
knew nothing of the plans arranged; and that the
only compact entered into by regiments, as a body,
was, that their particular regiments would do as the
other regiments did. The committee conducted the
correspondence and arranged the plan of operations,
viz, that on the 31st of May parties should be iold
off to murder all European functionaries, most of
whom would be engaged at church; seize the trea-
sure, which would then be augmented by the first
instalment of the rubbie harvest; and release the
prisoners, of which an army existed in the North-
Western Provinces alone of upwards of twenty-five
thousand men, The rvegiments in Delhi and its im-
mediate vicinity were instructed to seize the maga-
zine and fortifications. . .. From this combined, and
simultaneous massacre on the 31st of May, 1857, we
were, humanly speaking, saved by Lieutenant-Colonel
Smyth commanding the Third Regiment of Bengal
Light Cavalry, and the frail ones of the Dazaar.*
: The mine had been prepared and the train

had been laid, but it was not intended to light the

slow match for another three weeks.  The spark,
which fell from female lips, ignited it at once, and
the night of the 10th of May, 1857, saw the com-

® date, Chapter 1L
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1867,  mencement of a tragedy never before witnessed since
India passed under British sway.™*
 This is strong testimony, and from a strong man
—one not prone to violent assuraptions or strange
conjectures, who had unusual opportunities of inves-
tigating the truth, and much discernment and dis-
crimination to turn thoke opportunities to account.
But the proofs of this general combination for a
simultaneous rising of the Native troops are not so
numerous or so convineing as to warrant the accep-
tance of the story as a demonstrated fact. It is cer-
tain, however, that if this sudden rising in all parts
of the country had found ‘the English unprepared
but few of our people would have escaped the swift de-
straction. It would then have been the hard task of
the British nation to reconquer India, or elsé to suffer
¥ our Kastern Empire fo pass into an igneminious tra-
dition, But whether designed or mnot désigned by
man, God’s mercy forbade its accomplishment; and
in a few hours after thiz first great explosion, the
Flectric Telegraph was carrying the evil tidings to all
! _ parts of the country. The note of warning was
3 sounded across the whole length and breadth of the
land ; and wherever an Englishman was statmned
 there was the stern preparation of defence.

i T

* Mr, 5. G, Wilson's Moradabad Narvative (Ofisial), Dee, 24, 1858,
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EFFORTS OF LORD CANNING—STATE OF PUBLIC ¥EELING 1N CALCUTTA—
CAPPREAENSIONS AND ADARMS—BHARING OF THE GOVERROR-GENERAL
‘- CORMESPONDENCE WITIL THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEE - THE FIRST
MOVEMENT TOWARDS DELHI—DEATH OF GENERAL ANBON—~FIRST ~AN-
RIVAL OF SUCCOURS—APPEARANCE OF COLONEL NEILL,

Wamsr little by little the details recited in the
preceding chapter were making themselves known to
Lord Camming in Calcutte, the Governor-General,
calinly confronting the dangers and difficulties before
him, was straining every nerve to repair the first

great disaster, and to protect those defenceless tracts

of country in which new rebellions ywere most likely
to assert themselves. ¢“The part of the country,”
he' wrote to the President of the India: Board,
“which gives me most anxiety is the line which
stretches through the length of Bengal from Bar-
uckpore close by to Agra in the North-Western
Provinces. In that length of seven hundred and
fifty miles, there is one European Regiment at Dina-
pore, and that is all.  Benares has a Sikh Regi-
ment, but no Europeans; Allahabad the same; not
reckoning & hundred Euvopean inyalids, who were
sent ‘there a few days ago. At one of these places
the' Native Regiment is a suspected one, and

either the temptation to scize the Fort or the Trea-

© FIRST LFEQRTS AT RECOVERY. R

1880
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sury will be very great, if they hear that Delhi con-
tinues in the hands of mutinous regiments. There-
fore, the two points to which'I am straining are the
hastening of the expulsion of the rebels from Delhi,
and the collection of the Europeans here to be pushed
! up the country.” What he did, in the early part
" of May, for the gatheving of troops from a distance,
has been told in the first volume of this History. The
results of those initial efforts rapidly developed them-
; selves ; but what seems to be swift despatch, in tran-
quil times, is weary waiting, when the issues-of life or
b death may depend upon the loss or gain of an
i hour.

Onleuttn in ~ Meanwhile, in the great vice-regal capital of India

' _ﬂi:fmm ° there was much tribulation. For there were gathered
‘together large numbers of Christian people, men,

women, and children. But numbers did not seem to

impart to them either strength or courage. A vast

majority of those Christian inhabitants were men

i who had been habituated, through long years, to
: peace and security. There was not in the whole
3 world, perhaps, a more tranquil, self-possessed City,
; than Calcutta had ever heen during a period of
; nearly a century. Even the local tumults, to which
3 all great towns are more or less periodically subject,
g had been absent from the ¢ City of Palaces.” The
X worst, disturbances had resulted from the excita-

f;’ : bility of stray sailors from the merchant-ships over-
5. much refreshed in the punch-houses of the Dhurrum-
e tollah or the Chitpore Bazaar. And the natives of

the country generally had been regarded as a harm-
less, servile, obsequious race of men, to be reviled,
perhaps beaten at discretion, by the haughty and
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g slevant Englishman, That Englishman, as seen 1857 '
in Caloutta, was, for the most part, of the non-official . ﬁi{-

type; experienced in the ways of commerce, active, oficial
enterprising, intelligent, but with little knowledge of <
the Native character save in its trading aspects, and
little given to concern himself about intricate ques-
‘tions of Indian policy. The'name of ¢ Ditcher” had
been given to him, as one who seldom or never passed
' beyond the boundary of the Mahratta ditch. The rail-
way had donc something ‘to diminish this inclusive-
ness; but still many of the European residents of
Calcutta knew little of the great world beyond, and '
_ were proue, therefore, to afttach undue importance
" to the busy commercial capital in which they were
buying and selling, and were holding their house-
hold gods.  Their idea of India much resembled the
Chinese map-maker's idea of the world. The City mf"1 :
- Palaces, like the Celestial Empire, covered in their
minds, nearly the whole of the sheet. A
It was not strange that men of this class, unac-
customed to great excitements, little used to strenuous
action of any kind, and in many instances, perhaps,
wholly unskilled in the use of offensive weapons,
should have been stunmed and bewildered by the
tidings from the North-West, and what seemed to them
the probabilities of & recurrence of similar tragedies
in Bengal. Nor was it strange that they should have
looked eagerly to the Government to put forth all its
available resources to protect them against the dan-
gers which their excited imaginations beheld rapidly
approaching, The very confidence which they had
befove felt in their security, and their general con-
tempt for the subject races, now rendered the reaction
which had set in all the more exaggerated and over-
whelming.  The panic in May has, perhaps, been
it VOIL. 1L I
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overstated in the recital. Dut stories are still
eurrent of Christian families betaking thewmselves for
safety to the ships in the river, or securing them-
selves within the ramparts of the Fort, and of men
staining their manhood by hiding themselves in
dark places. But these manifestations of numanly
fear were principally ariong the Eurasians and Por-
tuguese, or what ave described as the “lower order
of European shopkeepers.”. That some people left
their homes in the suburbs, that some took their
passages to England, that wany bought guns and
revolvers, and lay down to rest full-dressed and full-
armed, is not to be questioned.* = And it is certain
that the prevailing feeling was that the Governor-
General failed to appreciate the magnitude of the -
danger—that nothing could rouse him from the
lethargy indicated by bis still face of marble and
his tranquil demeanour—and that, in a word, he was
uot equal to the occasion.

It would be unjust to say that the apprehensions
of the Calcutta community were altogether unrea-
soning and unreasonable, for there were many sources
Jof alarm at this time. Foremost of all there was
"the great dread of the Sepoys, who, a little while

before trusted guardians of our lives and properties,
had suddenly grown into murderers and despoilers.
There was but little space hetween Barrackpore and
Bl Calcutta. A night's march might have brought the

% T wish it to'be borue in mind load quickly and fire low. The

that this refers entirely to the state
of things in May. A far more un-
mistakable panic, of which somo
account will  hereafter ' be  given,
arose in the middle of June.” But
even of the former mooili a cotem-
porary jonrnalist wrofe: *Men went
whout wille revolvers in their car-
viages, and frained their bearers to

ships and  steamers in the  rivers
liave been crowded with families
seoking refuge from ‘the aitack,
which was mightly expected, and
everywhere & senfie of insecurily
prevailed, which was natue] encugh
when the character of the danger
apprehended is tuken into conside-
rition "= Friend of lndice, May 28.
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whole brigade into the capital, to overpower the 1867, i
European guards, to scize the Fort, and to massacre ~ May. B
the Christian inhabitants. Then there wa§ in the g

immediate suburbs of Calcutta, along the river-bank,
the great, recking, overflowing sewer of the Oude
household-—the exiled King, his astute Prime Minis-
ter, and his multitude of dcimndants; all restless in
intrigue, and eager to inflict measureless retribution
upon the nation that had degraded and despoiled
them.  And theu again there was a vague fear, domi-
nant over all, that the vast and varied populations of
the Native suburbs and bazaars would rise. against A
the white people, release the prisoners in the gaols, {

|

e T e el

and gorge themselves with the plunder of the great
* eommercial capital of India. All these were at least
possibilitics. What had been done’ at Meerut and \ .
Delhi might be acted over again at Caleutta on'a !\
larger seale and with more terrible effect. iy ) ol
After a lapse of years we may speak lightly of Beama:zfm l
these dangers, and say that Lord Canning discerned *°™ \h.;
the true state of things, whilst others saw them X\
darkly through the glass of their fears. But the 1
difference, perhaps, was rather that of outward bears™ i
ing than of inward appreciation of the pesition of "
affaivs, 1t is hard to say how much depends, in such
a crisis, upon the calm and confident demeanour of
the head of the Government.  Day after day passed,
and the Governor-General sat there, fitm as & rock,
waiting for fresh tidings of disaster, and doing all Sl
that human ageney could do to succour our dig- i |
tressed people and to tread down the insolence of the
encmy. . The great English community of Caleutta
thought that he did not see the magnitude of the"
danger, because he did not tremble for the fate of the
capital. He did not know what it was to tremble,
12
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1857, and some said that he did not know what it was to
May.  feel. But though he wore a calm face, in no man's
mind was there a clearver sense of the magnitude of
the crisis,* and in no man’s heart was there a deeper
pity. He pitied those at a distance, who were really
girt about with peril; and whose despairing cries for
help, in the shape of English troops, nearly broke his
heart. But he pitied most of all, with a con-
temptuouns pity, those who exaggerated the dangers
around them, who could not conceal their fears, and
who would fain have induced him to treat Calcutta
as though it were the whole Indian Empire. If there
were any impassiveness, any obduracy in him, it was
simply that he could not bring himself to think
much about the place in which he was living, whilst
there were other places begirt with more imminent
peril.  He forgot himself, with the self-negation of a
noble nature, and, forgetting himself,” he may for a
while have forgotten those immediately around him.
And so it happened that the fears of many English-
men in Calcutta were mixed with strong resentments,
and they began to hate the Governor-General who
conld mnot bring himself to think that the Indian
Empire was included within the circuit of the Ma-
rhatta ditch. :
As the month of May advanced, the panic increased.
It has been shown, in measured terms, what the Go-

* Lord Caming’s correspondence The couwrse of the Government has
abonnds with proofs of this. Take been guided by justice and temper.
the following from a characleristic I do not know that any onemeasnre
letter to BishopWilson, which clearly of precaution and strength, which
shows that he did not under-rate the human foresight can indicate, has
danger, although he was confident of been neglected.  There are stout
the national uhiiit{ o surmount it; hearfs and clear heads at the chiel
“The sky is very black, and as yet posts of danger—Agra, Lucknow,
the signs of n clearing ave faint. and Bemarves. For the rest, the issue
Bat reason and common sense arg on is in higher hands than ours. I am
our side from the very beginning. vory confident of complete suecess.”



great terror.®* In later letters he spoke out in more

OPFERS OF SERVICE. 117 @L :

vernor-General thought of these manifestations of & 1857,
May

- emphatic language, and cotemporary records of a Volunteer
less exalted character seem to support his assertions, o0

Perhaps his eagerness to encourage others, by shawing
that he had no fear for the Presidency, carried him
into an excess of outward indifference. Certainly, he

did not seem to appreciate, in the first instanece, an

offer made by the British inhabitants to enrol them-
selves into a volunteer corps for the protection of the
great City of Paloces. Many public bodies came
forward at this time with protestations of unswerving
loyalty and free offers of service. The Trades Asso-
ciation, the Masonic Lodges, the Native Christian
Community, and side by side with our own com-
patriots and fellow-subjects, the representatives of
the great French and American nations, sympa-
thising with us in our distress. Such: offers were
worthy and honourable, and entitled to all gratitude
from our rulers. Those communities desired to Le
armed and disciplined and organised after the manner
of soldiers, Lord Canning told them in reply that
they might enrol themselves as special constables.
And it was thought that there was a touch of con-
" tempt in the very nature of the answer.

~ But, although Lord Canning believed that there
was a * groundless panic,” he had no design to reject
contemptuously those offers of assistance. His desire
was to display no outward symptom of alarm or mis-
trust. He was supreme ruler, not of a class or of a
community, but of all classes and communities. He
saw clearly that the great fear had possessed every
- quarter of the city and its suburbs, and was agitating

® Anfe, vol, i, pp. 610, 611.
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the breasts of all the varied populations inhabiting
them, and he knew that what might tranquillise and
subdue in one direction might alarm and irritate in
another. At no périod of our history were the
Natives of India in so great a paroxysm of fear. They
shuddered to think that they might lose their caste-—

shuddered to think that they might lose their lives.

All sorts of strange reports were afloat among the
people, and the English were eager that Lord Can-
ning should contradict them by public proclamation.
“ One of the last reports rife in the Bazaar,” he wrote
on the 20th of May, ‘““is, that I have ordered beef to
be thrown into the tanks, to pollute the caste of all
Hindoos who bathe there, and that on the Queen’s
birthday all the grain-shops are to be closed, in order
to drive the people to eat unclean food. Men, who
ought to have heads on their shoulders, are gravely
asking that each fable should be coutradicted by pro-
clamation as it arises, and are arming themselves with
revolvers becanse this is not done. I have already
taken the only step that I consider advisable, in the

.. sense of a refutation of these and like rumours, and

patience, firmness, and I hope a speedy return of the
deluded to common sense, will do the rest.” And
clearly recoguising all these conflicting fears and
suspicions, he walked steadily but warily between
them, assailed on all sides by cries for special help,
but knowing well that the safety of all depended
upon the strength and constaney of his resistance.
The Queen’s birthday was celebrated in Caleutta
after the wonted fashion. A grand ball was given at
Government House.® Tt was the desire of Lord Can-
ning, above all things, that nothing should be done
to betray any want of confidence in the general

¥ The 24th of May fell on Sunday, The celebration was, therefore,
on the 26th.



change his own personal guard of Natives for one
composed of Europeans, but this he had refused to
do. And the sweet face of Lady Canning was to be
seeny evening after evening, calm and smiling, as she
took her wonted drive on the Course or in the open
suburbs of Calcutta. And mow that it was repre-
sented that it might be expedient to omit the usual
feu-de-joie fired in the Queen’s honour, the suggestion
was rejected ; but in order that there might be no
misapprehension as to the ammunition used on the
aceasion, a guard of Sepoys was sent to brihg some
of the old unsuspected cartridges out of the regi-
1aental stores at Barrackpore. The ball in the even-
ing was well attended; but some absented them-
stlves, believing that the congregation under one roof
of all the leading members of the English community
would suggest & fitting occasion for an attack on
Government House.®  There was not, indeed; a rufile
even upon the surface; although the day was likely
to be one of more than usual excitement, for it was
the great Mahomedan festival of the Eed, and it was
thought in many places besides Calcutta that a Mus-

sulman rising might be anticipated. After this there |

wes some little return of confidence. But any acei-
dental eircamstance, such as the explosion of a few
festal fireworks, was sufficient to thrown many into a

patoxysm of alarm.f

THE QUEEN'S BIRTHDAY. 119\

# «Myg young ladies refused to two o’clock by what sounded like

go it the last moment, and saf up
with o small bag prepared for flight,
till their father returned from the
ball and reassured them® .. .. ..
 Miss —— has hired two sailora to
sit up in her liouse of a night; but
they ‘ot fipsy, and frightened her
more, than imaginary enemies.”—
Journal of o Lady, MS.

+ * A Tew nights ago woke up ab

gun firing.  Many thought the Ali-
gorc jail " had  been hur_soken open.

fany gentlemen armed themselves,
and ot carruqics ready for the ladies
to fly to the Fort. On going into
the verandah I was thankful to sec a
great displag' of fireworks going up,
which was the etuse of all the noise.
It was the narriage of one of the
Mysore princes.”—dbid. :

:
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e 7.1 All this time, Lord Canning, aided by those imme-
Mag.  diately around him, was doing all that could be done
et o fOr the successful attainment of the great ends to
Deibi, which he had addressed himself from the commencs-
ment—the recovery of Delhi and the protection of

- the Gangetic provinees. But it was not easy in the

existing dearth of troops to accomplish both of these

objects with the desired despatch; and it is not

strange, therefore, that some difference of opinion
) prevailed among the advisers of Lord Canning as to
the policy which, in these straitened circumstances,
it was more expedient to adopt. It is believed that
the Civil members of the Supreme Council, seeing
how large a portion of our available military strength
would be locked up under the walls of Delhi, and
how, in the meanwhile, large breadths of country
would be exposed to the fury of the enemy, advised
that the attack on the great city of the Mogul should
be delayed for a while, in order to employ the Euro-
pean troops in Upper India upon the gencral defence
of the country. Sir John Low was of a different
opinion ; and he drew up a minute on the subject,
- full of sound arguments in favour of an immediate
effort to recover the lost position. But the Governor-
General had already come to that conclusion, In-
deed, he had never doubted, for a day, that let
what might happen elsewhere, it was his first duty
to wrest -the imperial city from the hands of the
Insurgents. He saw plainly that the fall of Delhi
had imparted a political, & national significance to a
movement, which otherwise might have been re:
garded as little more than a local outhreak. Tt had,
indeed, converted for a while a mutiny into a revolu-
tion; and the Governor-General felt, therefore, that
to strike at Delhi, was to strike at the very heart of
the danger—that to deliver a deadly blow at that

P
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point would be to cause an :lmmedme collapse of the B T AL

vital powers of rebellion from one end of ¢ -ant;;yf bﬁafo il
'm the other. : ik
" 8o he at once issued his ordérs for the striking of
thwt blow ; and day after day the telegraph wires y
carvied to the Commander-in-Chief briefly emphatic I
orders to make shori worke of Delhi, Though the
Lower Provinees were all but bare of European troops
there was some wealth of English regiments upon the
slopes of the Northern Hills, where the Head-Quar-
ters of the Army were then pla,nted and Lord Can-
ning, with something of the impetuosity of the civi.
lian, which is prone to overlook military difficulties,
believed that those regiments might be gathered up
at once and péured down with resistless force upon
Delbi. = Severed by nearly a thousand miles from
the point of attack, he felt that he himself could do s
but little. But he had faith in the Commander-in-. P
Chief—faith in the Lieutenant-Governor of the North- -
West Provinces—faith in the great Commissioner of ht
the Punjab; and in the first letter which he wrote to Ufhy
England, after the outbreak at Meerut, he said : “As
to expediting the crushing of the Delhi rebels, I
work at some disadvantage at a distance of nine
hundred miles; but the forces are converging upon
the point as rapidly as the season will admit, and I
am confident that with Colvin’s aid and example,
every man will be inspirited to do his utmost. I
have made the Commander-in-Chief aware of the vast
importance to the Lower Provinces that an end
should be made of the work quickly. Time is every-
thing. Delhi once crushed, and a terrible eﬂcamplu
made, we shall have no more difficulties.” %o what
extent the realised facts fulfilled his sanguine antici-
pations, will presently be made apparent. =
Meanwhile, the Governor-General was anxiously

L3
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turning to good account the first-fruits of his initial

Mas.  measures for the eollection of Buropean troops, and

ff‘;’:;:“g&m trying to succour those defenceless posts at which

below. the eriemy were most likely to strike. The difficul-

_ ties and perplexities; which beset lLim yere great.

: He had only two European regiments in the neigh-

' bourhood of the capltalwthe Fifty-third Foot, whose

' Head-Quarters were in Fort William, and the _}i.whty-

fourth, who had been brought round from Rangoon

in March, and who had since been stationed at Chin-

surah, on the banks of the Hooghly, aboyve Barrack-

pore. He would fain have sent upwards a part of

the little strength thus gathered at the Presidency ;

but those two regiments were all that belonged to

him for the defence of Lower Bengal. There was

not nnother English regiment nearver than Dinapore,

| four hundred miles distant from Calcutta. ' And

there, in the immediate neighbourhood of the capital,

were many points which it was of extreme importance

to defend. There was Fort William, with its great

Arsenal; there was the Gun-manufactory at Cossi-

pore, a few miles higher up the river; there was the
Powder-manufactory at Ishapore, some twelve miles = _

beyond, and there was the Artillery School of In-

struction at Dum-Dum, with all its varvied appliances

for the mapufacture of ordnance stores. A little

way beyond Chowringhee, the fashionable suburb of

the City of Palaces, lay the great gaol of Alipore,

crowded with malefactors, many of the worst class;

and hard by were the Government clothing g crodowns

or stores, from which the uniforms and accoutrements

of the army were drawn. Then in different parts of

the city were the Calcutta Mint and the Treasury

and the Banks, all groaning with coin—so that there

was nothing wanting that could have supplied an
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insurgent army with all the munitions and equip-
ments of war, and enabled them to take the field
against us with the unfailing cement of high pay to
keep them together. o i ;
Wise after the event, public writers have said that gondm_:tof_
if Lord Canning, in the third week of the month of Jo%Siment.
May, had accepted the first offer of the European i
inhabitants to enroll themselves into a volunteer _ |
corps—that if he had disbanded the Sepoy Regi-
ments at Barrackpore, and ordered the disbandment,
of those at Dinapore— events which were subse-.
quently rendered necessary—a large portion of the
European force in Bengal might have been set free
and pushed up by rail and road to the points which
were most beset with danger, and that great disasters
which subsequently befel us might thus have been
" averted.*: There are, doubtless, many things which, .
in that month of May, would have been done dif-
ferently, and might have been done better, if the
future had been clearly revealed to those who had the
conduct of affairs. But we must judge men according

1857, i
Mag.

* The two ablest of the early
writers, the anthor of the © Hed
Pamphilet,” aud Mr, Meade, in his
“Sepoy Revolt,” dwell very em-
phatically on this peint. The former
says: “An enrolment on a large
seale at this time would have enabled
the Governor-General to dispense
with the services of one Enropean
ragiment at least; but so bent was
he on ignoring the danger, that he
uot only declined the offers of the
Trades” Associntion, the Masonic
Fraternity, the Native converts, the
Americans, and the French inhabi-
tants and others, but he deelined
them in terms ealgulated Lo deaden
rather than to exeite a feeling of
loyalty.”  Mr. Meade says: “A
thousand English volunteer infantry,
four hundred cavalry, and fifteen

hundred sailors were af the disposal
of the Government a week after the
revolt became kuown. . . . Whilst
the volunteers were learning how to
load and fire, and the merchant sea-
men were being instructed in the
use of artillery,” Government might
have placed from the terminus (at
Raneeguuge) to Cawnpore a line of
stations for horses and bullocks,
guarded, if necessary, by posts of
armed men. . ., . . Had Govern-
ment only consented fo do just a
fortnight beforchand what they were
coerced to do on the T4th of June,
they might Lave had on the firsi day
of thal. month a force of two thou-
sand  Europeans af  Raneggunge,
fully equipped with guns snd
stores.” '



