. significant.  The building was originally the tomb
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oo : |
the principal outposts of which I have spoken; and 187
the enemy were cantinally streaming out to attack ~~ Jwe
them. At Hindoo Rao's house, at the Flagstaff

tower, and at the Observatory, detachments of in-

fantry, supported by heavy guns, were planted from

‘the commencement of our operations. The Metcalfe The Metealfe
House would also have been garrisoned from the Ho%¢

beginning, but for its distance from our supports and

the paucity of troops at our disposal. The occupation

iy of these buildings by the enemy was among the first
effects of their offensive activity.

i It is believed that
there was a peculiar feeling of animosity against the

- Feringhees in connexion with this edifice. Tt was

said to have been erected on land formerly the site of
a Goojur village; and that the Goojurs had flown
upon it, eager for its demolition and resolute to ve-
coyer their ancient holdings, on the first outbreak of
the mutiny.* And there is another story still more

of one of the foster-brothers of the Emperor Akbar.
It had been converted into a residence by an English |
eivilian, who was murdered, and the act of profana-
tion had been wainly appealed against to amother
civilian, who afterwards shared the same fate.f What-
soever effect these circumstances may have had upon

% Cave-Browne’s “ Panjab and  the people, and threw it carelessly on

Delhi in 1857.” one side against the wall, where it

o Sir William Sleeman says: *“ The  now les.  The people sppealed in

e e L e N e R T

magnilfeent tomb of freestone cover-
ing the reméins of a foster-brother
of Akbar was long oceupied as a
dwelling-house by nﬁalstn-- r. Blake,
aof the ]?m:lga.i Civil Serviee, who was
lately barbarously murdered at Jag-
poor.  To make room for his dining-
tables, he removed the marble sla

which eovered the remuins of the
dead from the centre of the building
against the urgent remonstrances ot

wain, it I8 sald, to Mr. Fruser, the
Governor - General’s representative,
who was soon afterwards assassi-
nated, and agood many attribute the
death of both fo {his ontrage upon
the dead foster-brother of Alkbar,”
Bholonauth Chunder, in his * Tra-
vels of a Hindao,” quotes this pas.
sage, and adds, *“ Rooms are let in
the Metealle House for a rupee a
day for each person,”

S
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the conduet of the insurgents, it is certain that they
gutted the building and did their best to destroy it.*
It was a wreck when we returned to Delhi. A month
had passed, and now the enemy were in force at the
Metcalfe House, where they had established a for-
midable battery, which played upon the left of our
position on the Ridge. ©On the morning of the 12th,
the Sepoy mntineers came out to attack us both in
front and rear. The ground between the Flagstaff
Tower and the Metealfe buildings favoured, by its
ravines and shrubberies, the unseen approach of the
énemy, who stole up within a short distance of our
piequet af the former post, and before the English
officer in commandf could realise the position of
affairs, had opened fire upon him within a range of
some fifty yards. Our men replied promptly with
the Enfield rifle, but Knox was shot dead Ly a Sepoy
musketeer, and many of his men fell wounded beside
him, whilst our artillerymen dropped at their guns,
Meanwhile a party of mutineers had made their way
to the rear of the British camp, and were pushing on-
ward with desperate audacity into the very heart of it

their arms, and refused to Iet ihe

7y “They s{:rip'{led the rool of all ]
men fire,” Mr, Rofton (Chaplain’s

its massive and valuable’ timber,

; \rir_hcuLita'er‘na

carried off all the doors and windows,
everything which they eould them-
selves bring inlo use or convert into
woney s thes demolished the costly

marble statues and the unyumbered

small articlos of verfs, and then,
with consistent Goth-like ruthless-

ness, tore up and piled in the confres

ol the rooms the volumes of that

fuv-famed library, believed to be

in Tndia, and then
set fire to ‘the building,” — Clve-
Browny,

F Captain Knox, of Tler Majesty’s
Beveniy-fifth. Mr.Cave Brawnesays
that he * seemsed to imagine that the

+ Bepoys were coming to lay down

Narrative) says that Captain Knox
“only & moment before shot with
lis own hand one of the enemy,
when his eye caught sight of a Sepoy
lovelling a musket at him: *See;
said he to one of his men, “that man
pointing at me; take him down/
I'he words had hardly escaped his
lips, when the fatal shot took effect
on lis person.  He was on one kues
when singled out as a matk by the »
rantinger; and T am told, that as
soon as he received the shot, he rose
regulavly.to “attention,” and then
feil ‘and expived without word ov
groan.”



efore our people were aroused. There was danger,

| indeed, on both sides. But the English got to their

arms in time to repulse the attack and to carry vic-
tory before them. The enemy turned and fled; and
- after them went swift retribution, Rifles, Fusiliers,
- and other infantry detachments, aided by Daly’s gal-
lang Guide Corps, pushed after them, and dealing
death as they went, pursued the fugitives through
the Metcalfe grounds up to the walls of the city. The
 Jesson was not thrown away upon us. A strong pic-
quet was, from that time, planted at the Metcalfe
House, and communications with this advanced post
were kept open with the Flagstaff Tower on the
Ridge,*

ATTACK ON HINDOO-RAO'S HOUSE, 545
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1857,
June 12,

On the same day an attack was made on the right Reid's

of our posl . on that famous post of Hindoo Rao’s
House, where_ eid with his regiment of Goorkabs,
two companies of the Rifles, Daly’s Guides, two guns
.of Scott's Battery, and some heavy artillery, was
destined fo bear the brunt of the affray through
weeks and months of incessant fighting. Exposed
. to the fire of the eneiny's guns planted on the Cash-
mere,” Moree, and other bastions, this picquet was
. seldom suffered to enjoy many hours of continuous
- rest.t  On the morning of the 12th, under cover of
the guns, the mutineers came out in two bodies
towards our right flank, the one moving directly on

Piequet.

* * Thus throwing lap, as it were, - three heavy gons was construcled
cfi

the left flank of our defences, and on the night of the 9th fo reply to
rendering it almost impossible for the Cashmere bastion. The centre
the enemy to pass round on that battery for three eighteen-pounders
side.”"—Norman. was c{ose o the House; and the

T Major Reid commanded all t ¢ guns were all laid for the Moret
posts on the right of the ridge. H® bastion. The guides I located in

deseribes the disposition of lus froops  and behind the outhouses.” When-

as follows: “My own regiment and  ever the alarm was sounded, two
one company of Rifles occupied the more companies of the Rifles were
‘House, and one comipany of Rifles sent np in support.

the Observatory, where a battery for

VOL, 1L 2N
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the picquet at Hindoo Rao’s house, the others push-
ing into the gardens of the Subzee-mundee.®  Both
attacks were ropulsed, and with heavy loss to the
enemy. But it was not without a disaster on our
own side ; for a detachment of Native Irregular
Cavalry, on whose loyalty we had relied, went over
to the enemy. And so sudden was the retrograde
movement that the greater number of them escaped
from the fire of our gums, which were turned upon
them as soon as their treachery was disolosed.f Nor
was this the only disheartening circumstance which,
about this time, showed how little the Native soldiery
generally believed that the Ikhbal of the Company
was on the ascendant, even though we had recovered
our old position before Delhi, and had beaten the
Mutiny of the encmy in three pitched battles. ' The officers of the
Sixtieth.  Sixtieth Sepoy Regiment had come into Delhi with-
out their men.  This corps was under the command
of a distingnished soldier, Colonel Thomas Seaton,
who had made a name for himself; fificen years be-
fore, a3 one of the illustrious garrison of Jellalabad.
He had believed, as other Sepoy officers had believed,
in his men, but they had broken into rebellion at
Rohtuek, and had now gone to swell the tide of re-
bellion within the walls of Delhi. No sooner had
they arrived than they went out against us and were

amongst the most vehement of our assailants.
June13—17,  Again and again—day after day-—the enemy came

* «The first of these attacks was' went to the front just as if they were
nob serions, but the latter threatened going to charge, hub no sooner had
the Mound piequet, and supports of they closed than, te my horror, I
all arms had to he nioved up.  The saw them mix up with the enemy
Birst Fusiliers, under Major Jacob, and walk off with them. | Inume-

“ then ndvanced and drove the muti- diately I saw this L oridered the gnos
neers onb of the gardens, killing a  to opew wpon them, hut the wretches
considerable uurnﬁor of them’— were too far off; and T.don’t think

" Normuw’s Nevvetive, that ‘more ‘than hall a dozen were

+ Major Reid says that, “They killed.”
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out to attack our posts with an uniformity of failure 1857,

of which it would be tedious to recite the details. J"ﬁ““'ls;‘-l?-.'
_On the 18th anll 15th, they again flung thémselves .inske
‘upon our position at Hindoo Rao's House, and, as ever,
the Goorkahs and the Guides distinguished themselves
by their unflinching gallantry.*  On the afternoon
of the 17th, we began to act on the offensive. . The
enemy were strongly posted in the suburbs of Kishen-
gunj and Trevelyan-gnnj, between our right and the -
city, and iwere erecting a battery on rising ground,

which would have completely enfiladed the Ridge.

50 two columns were sent out to destroy their works.

It was a dashing enterprise, and Barnard selected the

right men for it. One column was entrusted to Reid,

the other to Henry Tombs.  The former moved from

Hindoo Rao’s house, the latter from the camp. Both

were completely successful. - After a gallant resist-

ance by the Sappers and Miners of our old Army,

who, after firing their muskets, drew their swords and

flung  themselves desperately mpon us, the battery

and magazine were destroyed, and the village in

which they were planted was burnt.  Large nunabers

of the ‘enemy were killed and wounded, and their

Tout was  complete. - Our own: loss was trifling.

Tombs, ralways in the thick of the affray, had two

horses) shot under 'him,} and was himself slightly

U FIGHTING TN THE SUBURBS, 54T

wounded. «Captain  Brown, of the First Fusiliers,

% Tt is said that some regiments
newly arrived feom Oude took part
in these attacks. The Sixfieth was
copspienons in the action of the
13th. ' Major Reid writes, that the
« merehed up the Grank Truuk Roaﬁ
in colvmns of seetions right in front,
and. led the attack headed hy the
Sirdar. Behaudur. of the regiment,
who made himself very conspienons,
calling ont to the men to keep their

distance, as be intended 1o, wheel to

his left.  They fought most, des-
pt.-mtoql{. The  Sirdar  Behaudor
was killes

1 by his orderly, Lall Singh.
I took the riband of ]}.lnydia frem'l;ﬂs
breast and seat it to my wife.?

T Muking,” at this early stage,
writes Major Norman, “five liorses
thab rom the commeneement of ‘the
campaign up to that date had been
shot under him.” i

282
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well-nigh received his death-woand. That evening
General Barnard walked into the Artillery mess-tent,
- and with characteristic appreciation of gallantry
lavished his well-merited praises upon Tombs, 1
. There was much, in all this, of the true type of En i
lish soldiership.© But it was weary and  dishearten-
' ing work at the best. If we lost fewer men than the
- enemy, they had more to lose, more to spare, and their
gaps could be more readily filled. Every victory cost
 us dearly. And we made no progress towards the
| great consummation of the capture of Delhi. Every
day it beeame more apparent that we were grievously
outmatched in Artillery.* Their guns could take our
distance, but ours could not take theirs, They. were
of heavier metal and longer reach than our own, and
sometimes worked with destructive precision. On one
oceasion a round shot from a twenty-four-pounder was
~ sent crashing into the portico of Hindoo Rao’s house,
*  and with such deadly effect that it killed an English
. officer f and cight men and wounded four others, in-
 cluding a second English subaltern. We could not
 silence these guns. A twenty-four-pounder had been

taken from the enemy in battle, but we had no ammu-

nition in store for a gun of such calibre, and were fain

to pick up the shot which had been fired from the city
o walls.  'Whilst the ordnance-stores at our command
- were dwindling down to scarcity-point, so vast were

* At first our offensive operations o fire on the gatewnys only, not
were principally confined to shelling  into the town.” — Jourmul of an Ars
. the eity.  “We aunoy them exces- tillery Officer.  June 16, :

+ tively with our shells, some of which E[ Lieutenaut  Wheatly of the
each almost to the Palace.” But Fifiy-fourth Native Infantry, who
alterwards, perhaps because it was was doing duty with the Sirmoor
hought that we thus afflicted the Battalion. Among the Goorkhas
. townspeople rather than the muti. killed was Tecon Ram, *one of the
" neers, this course was abandoned. best shots in the regiment, who had

“Itold you a little while ago that killed twenty - two  tigers_in  the
we were firing into the town, but Dhoon’” ;
last night there was an order given '
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the supplies in the city, that it little mattered to our ' 1857
assailants how many rounds they fired every hour of  Juue:
the day. < The gallantry of the Artillery Subaltern
'Wx]loughb} had done but little to diminish the re-
sources of the enemy. There were vast supplies of
material wealth that could not be blown into the air.

The five from the Moree bastion, especially, played
always annoyingly and sometimes destructively on
the Ridge. 'T'he Sepoy gunners seemed to take a
delight, which was a mixture of humour and sava-
gevy, in watching the incidents of our camp, and
sending in their shots just at a critical moment to
disturb our operations, whether of a military or a
social, character. If one detachment were marching
to the relief of another—if a solitary officer were
proceeding to inspect a hattery—if a line of cook-
boys were toiling on with their caldrons ou their
heads for the sustenance of the Kuropeans on piequet,
a round shot was sure to come hooming towards
them; and perhaps with fatal precision of aim. In
time our people became accustomed to this exercise,
and either avoided the exposure altogether, or kept

 themselves on the alert so as to anticipate the arrival
of the deadly missile, and secure safety by throwing
themselves upon the ground. The cook-boys, whose
journeys—as men must eat—could not'be arrested or
postponed, became adepts in this work, They went
adroitly down on their knees and deposited their bur-

-dens till the danger had passed. The water-carriers,
too, were greatly exposed. And it is characteristic
of the relations which at that time existed between
the two races, that although these servile classes did

. their duty with all fidelity—and it would have fared
ill with us indeed if they had failed us in the hour of
need—mnot only was there little kindliness and syma
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pathy extended towards them, but by some at least
of the Englishmen in Camp, these unarmed, harm-
less, miserable servitors were treated with most un-
- merited severity. There is something grotesque, but
not less terrible for its grotesqueness, in the story that
| when the cook-boys thus deftly saved themselves from

swift death, and secured also their precious burdens,
the Furopean soldiers would sometimes say, It is
well for you, my boys, that you have not spilt our

dinmers. ¥

 June 18—10, | On the 18th, two Sepoy Regiments that had muti-
 Attackonow pied at Nusserabad streamed into Lielhi, bringing with

them six guns.f This welecome reinforcement raised
the hopes of the mutineers, and they resolved, on the
following day, to go out in foree against the besiegers.
They had so often failed to make an impression on our
front, that this time it was their game to attack our
position in the rear. So, passing the Subzee-mundee,
they entered the gardens on our right, and, disap-
pearing for a while, emerged by the side of the
Nujufgurh Canal, to the dismay of the camel-drivers,
whose ‘animals were quietly browsing on the plain.
The day was then so far spent that the expectation of
an attack, which had been entertained in the morn-
ing, had passed away from our camp, and we were
but ill-prepared to receive the enemy. Our Artillery

were the first in action against them.

Scott, Money,

and Tombs brought their guns into play with mar-
v_ellous rapidity ;1 but for a while they were unsups:-

* L am writing' of this now only
with reference to the practice of the
enciny in the eity. I shall speak
more fully hereafter.of the treatment
of the Natiyes in cawp,

% This reinforcement cousisted of
‘the Pifteenth and’ Thirtieth Bepby
Regiments, the Second Company
Seventh Battalion (Golundauzs) Ar-

- Beott.

tillery, with No. 6 Horse Baltery
attached, aud some men af the First
Bombay Light Cavalry,

T The I?iuld Artii{ury employed
ow this occasiom consisted of three
guns each of four diffecent batteries,
under’ Turner, Money, Tombs, and
he The battle was fought by

em, r

I
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~ported, and the enemy’s fire, artillery and musketry,
was heavy and well directed.  The guns of the muti-
neers were the far-famed guns of the illustrious gar-
.wison of Jellalabad, known in history as Abbott's
battery—guns with the mural crown upon them in
honour of their great achievements, The Infantry,
too, of the Nusserabad Brigade were proving their
title to be regarded as the very flower of the rebel
army. So fierce and well directed was the fire of a
party of musketeers under cover, that Tombs, seeing
his men dropping at their guns, and unable to reach
the sheltered enemy, doubted for a little space whe-
ther he could maintain himself against them.. But in

1857.

Jung 18,
Waterloo
Day.

this crisis up rode Daly with a detachment of his

Guides' Cavalry, and a word from the heroic Axtillery-
man sent him forward with a few followers against
the musketeers in the brushwood. The diversion
- was successful ; but the gallant leader of the Guides
returned severely wounded, and for a while his ser-
vices were lost to the Forece.*

Meanwhile, our Cavalry had been getting to harse,
and Yule's Lancers were to be seen spurring into
action. But the shades of evening were now falling
upon the battle, and ere long it was difficult to distin-
guish friends from enemies. Yule's saddle was soon:
empty ;1 and Hope Grant, who commanded, well-nigh
fell into the hands of the enemy, for his charger was

# The anthor of the *History of  the siege do not relate in what man-
e Siege of Delhi” thus deseribes ner Yuole met his death, but his
this ineident: “A portion of the horse galloping riderless into camp
Guide Cavalry came up.  ‘ Duly, if seems to have conveyed.the first
you do mot eharge,’ said Tombs to  news of his fall, and his body laying
their leader, “my guns are taken.” ' all night on the field, it may be as-
Daly spurred into  the  bushes— sumed that he was killed in fhe con-
searcely a dozen of his men folloved  fusion which arose when the brief
him. “He rveturped with a bullet in  twilight had closed upon the seene.
his shoulder; but the momoutary It is distinetly stated that our own
diversion saved the guus,” Acrtillery fived npon the Lancers.

T The coteraporary annalists of
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ghot under him, and it was sore trouble to rescue him
Jund 1819, i the confusion ‘and darkness of. the moment. The
engagement, scattered and discursive as were its inci-
dents, is not one easily to be deseribed. A confused
narrative of that evening's fighting must be most
descriptive of the chaos of the fight. Night fell upon
a drawn battle, of which no one could count the
issues, and, as our officers met together in their mess-
tents, with not very cheerful countenances, they saw
the canp-fires of the enemy blazing up in their rear.
We had sustained some severe losses. That fine field-
officer of the Lancers, Yule, had heen killed ; Daly,
of the Guides, had been incapacitated for active
work ; Arthur Becher, Quartermaster-General of the
Army, had been wounded ; and we had left many men
upon the field. The enemy had increased in numbers,
and with numbers their daring had iucreased. It
would have gone ill with us if the mutineers had sue-
ceeded in establishing themselves in our rear, and the
strength of the rebel foree within the walls had en-
abled them to renew their attacks on our front and on
our flanks, They were welcoming fresh reinforce-
ments every day, whilst our reinforcements, notwith-
~standing the ceaseless energics of the authorities above -
and below Delhi, were necessarily coming in but
slowly. Perhaps at no period of the siege were cir-
cumstances more dispiriting to the besiegens,

There was little sound sleep in our camp that night,
but with the first dawn of the morning, and the first
breath of the morning air, there came a stern resolu-
tion upon our people not to cease from the hattle
until they had driven the exulting enemy from our
rear. DBut it was scarcely needed that we should
brace ourselves up for the encounter. The vehe-
mence of the enemy was scldom of long duaration.
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It expended 1taeli in ficree spasms, often, perhaps, the | 1857.

growth of vast druggings of bang, and was generally
exhatisted in the course of a few hours. On the
morning of the 19th, therefore, our people saw but
little of the desperate energy of the 18th. Soon after
our camp turned out there was another scene of wild
confusion. . Nobody secemed to know whiat was the
actual position of affairs, and many were quite unable
in their bewilderment to distinguish between enemies
and friends. The former had npearly all departed,
and the few who remained were driven out with little
trouble., One last spasm of energy manifested itself
in a farewell discharge of round-shot from a Sepoy
gun; but the worst that befel us was an amazing
panic among the camp-followers beyond the canal,
and a considerable expenditure of ammunition upon
an imaginary foe.

" June 19,

It always happened that after one of these storms June 20~21.
of excitemient there was a season of calm, To the AWk

irresistible voluptuousness of perfect repose the Sepoys
ever surrendered themselves on the day after a great
fight. The 20th and the 21st were, therefore, days of
~rest to our Force. The latter was our Sabbath, and
early service was performed by Mr. Rotton in the
mess-tent of the Second Fusiliers, and afterwards in
other parts of the camp. There were many then
amongst our people instant in prayer, for they felt
that a great crisis was approaching. They may have
laughed to scorn the old prophecy that on the cente-
nary of the great battle of Plassey, which had laid
Bengal at our feet, and had laid, too, broad and deep
the foundations of our vast l\nrrlo Indian Empire, our
ernpire would be finally L\tmrruxbhml The self-re-
liance of the Englishman made ]ight account of such
vaticinations; but no one doubted that the superstition
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1857;  was strong in the minds of the Delhi garrison, and
that the 23rd of June would be a great day, for good
or for evil, in the History of the War. It was certain,
indeed, that then one of those convulsive efforts, with
which already  our people were so well acquainted,
would be made on a larger scale than ever had heen
made before. On such a day, warned by the thought
of the prophecy which designing people had freely
circulated in the Lines of all our xebel regiments, it
could not be doubted that Hindoos and Mahomedans
would unite with common confidence and common
enmity against us, and that an unwonted amount
of confidence and bang would hurl their regiments
against us with unexampled fury and self-devotion,in *
full assurance of the re-establishment of Native rule
from one end of India to the other. Our force had
been growing weaker and weaker every day, whilst
the rebel force had grown stronger and stronger. It
was not, therefore, a very cheerful prospect which lay
before the English when they thought of the issues
of the morrow,

Tune 23. Day had scarcely broken on the 23rd when our
'frﬁa (gent‘m' people learnt that their expectations were not un-
I‘ﬂsze,, founded. The enemy, in greater force than had ever

menaced us before, streamed out of the Lahore gate,
and again moved by our right towards the vear of the
British camp.  But they encountered an urexpected
difficulty, which disconcerted their plans. On the
previous night our Sappers had demolished the bridges
over the Nujufgurh Drain, by which the enemy had
intended to cross their guns; and thus checked, they
were compelled to confine their attacks to the right of
our position. The effect of this was, that much of
the day's fighting was among the houses of the Sub-
zee-mundee, from which the enemy poured in a deadly
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{antry, with noble courage and resolution; bearing up
against the' heats of the fiercest sun that had yet
afsailed them, drove the Sepoys from their cover, and
fought against heavy odds all through that long
summer day. We had need of all our force in such
_ a struggle, for never had we been more outmatched
in numbers, and never had the enemy shown 4 sterner,
more enduring courage. Fresh troops had joined us
in the morning, but, weary as they were after 2 long
night's march,  they were called into service, and
nobly responded to the call.® . The action of the 19th
had been an Artillery action ; this of the 23rd was
* fought by the Infantry, and it was the fighting that
least suits the taste and temper of the KEnglish sol.
dier; - But the Sixtieth' Rifles went gallantly to the
attack, :and the Goorkahs and Guides vied with them
in sturdy, unflinching courage to the last. At noon-
day the battle was raging furiously in the Subzee.
mundee; and such were the fearful odds against. us,
that Reid, cool and confident as he was in the face of
difficulty and danger, felt that, if not reinforced, it
would strain him to the utmost to hold his own.f But
his men fought on; and after a while the reinforce-
ments which he had- sent for came up, and then,
though the contest was siill an unequal one, the

* These reinforcements consisted
of a company of the Seventy-fifth
Toot, four companies of the Second
Bengal Fusiliers, four ' European
Horse Artillery guns and pari of a
Natiye troop, with some Punjabee
Infantry nnd Cavalry—in all aboub

850 men,

T «The mutineers, about twelye:

o’clock, made a most desperateattack
on the whols of my position,, No
men could have fought better. “They
charged the Rifles; the Guides, and

my own men again and again, and at
one time T thought I raust have lost
the day. The cannonade from the
city, and the heavy guns which the
bad brought out, raged ' fast -ani
furions, and completely enfilladed the
wholé of mer position, Thousands
were brought agaiust my mere hand.
fol of men; buf T knew the import-
ance of my position, and was deter-
mined to do my utmost to hold it
till reinforcements arrived, ——Reid’s
Tetters and Notes. i

L

1857,

June.

i
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chances of war were no longer desperately against us,
* and our stubborn courage prevailed against the mul-
titude of the ememy, As the sun went down, the
vigour of the enemy declined also, and at sunset the
mutineers had lost heart, and found that the work
was hopeless. Defore nightfall the Subzee-mundee
wag our own, and the enemy had withdrawn their
guns and retired to the city. Tt had been a long
weary day of hard fighting beneath a destroying sun,
and out' troops were so spent and exhausted that they
could not charge the rebel guns, or follow the retreat-
ing masses of the mutineers. It was one of those vie-
tories of which a few more repetitions would have
turned our position into a graveyard, on which the
enemy might have quietly encamped.
Tane 24. After this there was another lull, and there was
?}fﬂc‘;:;f;ﬂ’ai“ again time for our chief people to take account of the
circumstances of their position and to look the future
in the face. The result of the fighting on the Cen-
tenary of Plassey was somewhat to abate the - confi-
dence of the enemy. There were no signs of the de-
scent of that great Star of Fortune which had risen
above us for a hundred years, Little now was to be
gained by them from spiritual manifestations and en-
couragements. They had only to look to their mate-
rial resources ; but these were steadily increasing, as
the stream of mutiny continued to swell and roll down
in full current towards the great ocean of the imperial
city. Nusserabad and Jullundhur had already dis-
charged their turbid waters, and now Rohilkund was
about to pour in its tributaries. All this was against
us, for it was the custom of the enemy upon every
new accession of strength to signalise the arrival of
the reinforcements by sending them out to attack us.
Thus the brunt of the fighting on the 19th had been




horne by the Nusserabad force, and on the 23rd by
the regiments from Jullundhar, It was felt, therefore,
that on the arrival of the Rohilkund Brigade there
would be again a sharp conflict, which, althongh the
issue of the day's fighting could not be doubtful,
‘would tend to the diminution of our strength, and
to the exhaustion of our resources, and would place
us no neaver to the final consummation for which our
people so ardently longed.

On the other hand, however, it was & source of Arival of ic-
inforeements.

congratulation that our reinforcements were also ar-
riving. = Sir John Lawrence was doing his work well
in the Punjab, and sending down both European and
Sikh troops, and every available gun, to strengthen
Barnard in his position before Delhi. The dimen-
sious of the British camp were visibly expanding.
The newly arrived troops were at first a little dis-
pirited by the thought of the small progress that had
been made by their comrades before Delhi; for the
besiegers were found to be the besieged. But they
soon took heart again, for the good spirits of the
Delhi Field Force were contagious, and nothing finer
had ever been seen than the buoyancy and the cheer-
fulness which they manifested in the midst of all
sorts of trials and privations. Many old friends and
comrades then met together in the mess-tents to talk
over old times, and many new friendships were formed
by men meeting as strangers, on that ever-memorable
Ridge—friendships destined to last for a life. Hos-
pitality and good-fellowship abounded everywhere.
There was not an officer in camp who did not delight
in' the opportunity of sharing his last bottle of beer
with a friend or a comrade. And from the old Cri-
mean General down to the youngest subaltern in camp,
all were alike chivalrous, patient, and self-denying.
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There was never any despondenicy among thern.
Vast divergencies of opinion prevailed in camp with
respect to the great something that was to be done.
Some of the younger, more eager, spirits panted for 4
rush upon Delhi. The Engineer subalterns—Greathed
and his gallant brethren—never coased to urge'the
expediency of a coup-de-main, and as the month of June
wore to a close, Barnard again consented to the enter-
prise—doubtfully as to the issue, and altogether re-
Iuctantly, but with a dominant sense that there was
nothing else to be done. He was very nctive at this
time.  No subaltern, in the flower of his youth, was
more regardless of exposure and fatigue.  Under the
fierce June sun, never sparing himself, he was con-
tinually abroad, and night seldom found his anxios
head wpon the pillow. Sometimes he and his son
laid themselves down together, with revolvers in their
hands, but still the general notion in camp was that
he “never slept.” He was torn to pieces by conflicting
counsels.  But he wore outwardly a cheerful aspect,
and ever resolute to do his best, he bore up manfully
against the troubles which sarrounded him. Even
the fecling that, do what he might, his reputation
would be assailed, did not, to outward appearance,
very sorely distress him.  All men placed in difficuls
conjunctures must be prepared to encounter reproach,
and Barnard well knew it.  But ever as time went
on he won upon the hearts of the officers under his
command by his kindliness and gencrosity. It was
said that he kept open tent; he had a liberal table;
and never had an officer in high command a keener
sense of individual merit or a more open-hearted
desire to bestow his personal commendations on all
who had distinguished themselyes by acts of gallantry,
S0, before thesmonth of June was at an end, Sir
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Henry Barnard had securely established himself in
the affections of the Delhi Field Force.

But, as weeks passed away, and he saw that he was
niaking no impression upon Delhi, the inward care
that was weighing upon his very life grew heavier and
heavier. He wrote many lctters at this time both to
public. functionaries in India and to private friends
in England, in which he set forth very clearly his
difficulties and perplexities, and snggested that he
had been, and was likely to be, misjudged. To Sir
John Lawrence he wrote, on the 28th of June, a
letter, in which he revxewecl the Past and .set forth
the cireumstances of the Present. ¢ You have, of
coprse,” he said, ““been well informed of our pro-
ceedings, which, from the commencement, have been
a.series of difficulties overcome by the determined
courage and endurance of our troops, but not leading
us to the desired termination. When first I took up
this: position, my Artillery were to silence the fire of
the town from the Moree and Cashmere gates, at
least; and our heavy guns then brought into play to
open our way into the city.. So far from this, how-
ever, we have not silenced a single gun, and they
return usto this day at least four to one. The Chief
Axtillery Officer admits the distance to be too great;
but to get nearer we must look to our Engineers, who
are only now commencing to collect some few mate-
rials, such as trenching tools, sand-bags, &c., of which
they were destitute, and even now have not enough
to aid me in strengthening any outpost. In the
mean time, my force is being worn out by the con-
stanf and sanguinary combats they are exposed to—
the attacks which require every soul in my camp to
repel-~for it is never. certain where the enemy intend
to strike their blow, and it is only by vigilance I can

5L
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“ig7.  ascertain if, and having done so, withdraw troops
dune 8. from one place to strengthen the threatened one ; and
thus the men are hastened here and there, and ex-
posed to the sun all day. To me it is wonderful how
all have stood it. It is heart-breaking to engage them
in these affairs, which always cost us some valuable
lives. 'The Engineers had arranged a plan of ap-
proach on the Cashmere side; the difficulties that
meet one here are the constant interruptions the ope-
rations would experience by the fire from the town,
and more so by the more frequent renewal of these
dangerous attacks. But a greater one was in store
for me when, on inquiring into the means, the amount’
of siege ammunition was found to be so totally inade-
quate, that the Chief Yingineer declared the”project
must be abandoned. There remains, therefore, but
one alternative. My whole force will be here in a
day or two, when our entire project will be matured.
Disappointing as, I fear, our progress has been to
you, the results of our exertions have been great ; an
immensely superior force has been on all oceasions
defeated with great loss, and I have reason to believe
that the spirit of this mutineering multitude—con-
temptible in the open, but as good, if not better, than
ourselves behind guns—is completely broken, and that
the game is in our hands; for, by confining, or rather
centralising the evil on Delhi, the heart of it will be
crushed in that spot, and that ‘delay,’ so far from
being detrimental, has been of essential use!  But for
the prestige, I would leave Delhi to its fate. Anarchy
and disorder would soon destroy it; and the force
now before it—the only one of Europeans you have
in India set free—would be sufficient to re-establish
the greater part of the couniry. To get into Delhi
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greatly reduce this small force, and I feel much 1857,
moral courage in even hinting at an objeet which I Jue.

have no intention of carrying out—at all events, il

- after an attempt has been made. You may say, why
engage in these constant combats ? The reason simply
18 that, when attacked, we must defend ourselves ; and
that to secure our camp, our hospitals, our stoves,
&e.,, every living being has to be employed, The
whole: thing is too gigantic for the force brought
against it. The gates of Delhi once shut, with the
whole of your Native Army drilled, equipped, and
organised within the walls, a regularly prepared force
should have been employed, and the place invested.
Much as I value the reduction of Delhi, and great as
I see that the danger to my own reputation will be if
we fail, still I would rather retire from it than rick
this army ! But, by God's blessing, all may be saved
yet.”  And in this letter, having set forth the general
state of the great question before him, he proceeded
to speak of some of its personal bearings. ¢ My posi-

~ tion,"” he said, “is difficult ; and not the less so fop its
undefined respousibilities, which must always be the
case when a Commander-in-Chief is in the same feld.
But the valuable assistance which you have given me,
in Brigadier-General Chamberlain, will henceforward
greatly lighten my anxieties.” '

A few days hefore—on the 24th of June—2B rigadier  Juue 94
Chamberlain had arrived in Camp to take the post of Arrival of
Adjutant-General of the Army. His coming had been &f‘;‘i‘{r‘
anticipated with the liveliest emotions of satisfaciion, Chsmberlein,
Some said that he would be worth a thousand men,

Those who had ever encouraged the bolder and the
more hazardous course of action rejoiced most of all,

for they believed that his voice would be lifted up in
VOL. II. 20




favour of some dashing enterprise.* It was, doubt-
less, at that time great gain to have such o man at
the elbow of the Commander.d A few months before
officialism wwould have stood aghast at such a selet-
tion. Neville Chamberlain had little departierital
experience. But the Departments, in that great cuisis,
were not in the highest honour.  Not that they had
failed—unot that they had done any worse or any
better than Departments are wont to do in groat con-
Junetures ; but that the Delhi Ficld Force did not
want Departments, but men. There was no want of
manliness in the general Staff, for already within the -
space of three weeks one departmental chief had been
killed and another disabled. Butitwas felt that there
were men in the country, cast in the true heroic
mould, with a special genius for the work in hand.
Some said, “Oh, if Henry Lawrence were but here 1"
others spoke of John Nicholson as the man for the
crisis; and all rejoiced in the advent of Neville
Chamberlain.. There was another, too, whose name
at that time was in the mouth of the general camp.
g B It was known that Baird Smith had been summoned
to direet the engineering departinent, which had heen
lamentably in want of an efficient chicf, All these
things were cheering to the heart of the Crimean
. General, for he mistrusted his own judgment, and he
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%0 Neville Chamberlain has ac-
rived; of this we are all glad, as well
as the General, Wi]bry’s bold eon-
ce[fbions‘may TOW recelve more oo
sideration.” — Greathed’s Lotlers,—
“Yverything will be right, they used
to say, when Chamberlain comes,
and aﬁ,took courage when they saw
his siatn pale face——History of lhe
Siega of ddethi. ;

“You have sent me a - sound,
good auxiliary in Brigadier Cham.

B\ T 7

berlain, “who fully sees and admits
the difiieulties I bave been placed in.
He is favourable to the frial of get-

ting intb the plane; and a ressonable

hope of sugeess may he entertained.
I ani willing to try, provided T can
seg my way to honourably secure my
sick and wounded, and keeping open
my supplies.?=<8iy H. Barmard fo
Lawyenoe, July 1, M8,
Correspondence. : -
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looked sa.gerly :Eﬂrkf ceu.nscllom in. whom h(. could 1857,

contide, 7 L o S L
 Baird Smith was: it Rootkhee, Ieadmg an aactwe Golotel et

busy life, thmkmg, much of the Army before Dt,lh1,
but xever dreaming 'of taking part in the conflict,
when; lin the last week of June, news reached him that
he was wanted there to take ‘the place of the CUhief
Engineer, who had completely broken down. Having
mrpromed with irregular despatch, a body of some

~ six hundred Pioneers; and loaded fifty or sixty carts
with Engineer tools and stores, he started on the
29th of June, accompanied by Captains Robertson
and Spmg * Pushing on' by forced marches, he was
within sixty miles of Delhi, when, on the morning of
the 2ad of July, after & weary night-march, an express
reached him with the stirring news that an assault on
Delli had been planned for. the early dawn of the
morrow, and that all were anxious for his presence.
After an hour or two of sleep, he mounted again, and
rode—or; as he said, ‘ scrambled”—on ; getting what
he could to carry | hmlmnow a' fresh horse, BOW an
elephant, and again the coach-and-four of the Rajah
of JHeend; and 80, toiling all through the day and
the night, he reached Delhi by three o'clock on the
morning of the 3rd. Weary and worn out though
he was, the prospect of the coming assault braced
him up for the work in hand; but he had made the
toilsome march for nothing. The projected attack
was in abeyance, if it had nof wholly collapsed.

It was the old story : that fatal indecision, which Postpone-

had been the bane of General Barnard, as leader of Famibinbi
such an enterprise as this, had again, at the eleventh

* TThe latter was going fo join his was killed in an aLhtck othé Native
regiment in_the 1-‘1111{ ab, On the troops that had broken fnbo wuting
worning of bis arrival ab Jhelum he' in that place.

202
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hour, overthrown the bolder counsels which he had
been persuaded to adopt.  All the expected reinforce-
ments had arrived, and he was stronger than he had
ever been before.* The details of the assault had
been arranged ; the .plans had been prepared; the
troops had been told off for the attacking columns,
though they had not yet heen warned, and the pro-
ject was kept a secret in Camp—when information
reached him that the enemy were contemplating a
grand attack upon our position by the agency of the
rebel regiments recently arrived from Rohilkund.
The time of early morning appointed for the assanlt
—a little before daybreak—would have been pro-
pitious, for the hour before dawn was dark and
cloudy, and our troops could have advanced unseen
to the City walls. But now the opportunity was
lost. - The time was coming for ¢ the moon and day
to meet,” and so all hope of our creeping up, un-
seen, beneath the shadow of the darkness, was
passing away. What Barnard and others called the
“ Gamester’s Throw,” was not destined to be thrown
by him.}

¥ The reinforcements which had
oined our Camp from the Punjab
etween the 26th of June and 8rd of

cording to Norman, our offeclive
force to six thousand six hundred
men of all arms. !

July were the Head-quarters of Her
Majesty’s Lighth Foot, releastd b
ihe defz.('tir;.n of the Jullundbur Bri~
ade; the Head-quarters of Her
Tajesty’s Sixiy-fiest Foot; the First
Reginient of Punjab Infantry (Coke’s
Rifles) ; o squadrvon of Punjab Ca-
valry ; with twe grins of European
and two of Native Horse Artillery ;
some European Reserve Artillery,
and some Bikh gunners. The want of
arfillecymen to work cur gins had
heen severely felf, and Sir John Law-
Tence had &anu Lis best to supply
them from all sources, The reinforee.
ments defached aboye made up, ac-

T The causes of the abandonment

‘of the enferprise were thus stated

by Bir H. Barnard: “1 had all pre-
pared for the gamester’s lhrow last
night, when the arrival of the re-
inforceivents of Coke’s pave me all
the available means L can oxpect. It
was frustrated, first, by hearing that
we were to he attacked in great force
this morning at dawn of day, when
to a certainty our. Camp would he
destroyed ; and, secondly, on ac-
connt. of seripns disafiection in
(Charles) Nicholson’s Regiment, all
ihe Hindeos of which I have dis-
anned—and hung two of the Na-
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- The threatened attack on our position, said to have Jlﬁﬁ’f*
st fixed for +h i the : : X Wiy
been fixed for the morning of the 3rd, was not then g Rareilly

developed into a fact; but at night the Rohilkund Brigads.”
Brigade*~—some four thousand or five thousand
strong, Horse, Foot, and Axtillery-—the Infantry
in the scarlet uniforms of their old masters—went
out, under cover of the darkness, and made their
“way ‘towards Alivore, in rear of our Camp, with
some vague intention of cutting off our communica-
tions by destroying a post we had established there,
and of intercepting some convoys on their way to or
froxy the Ridge.t A force under Major Coke, of the
Punjab Irregular Army, who had arrived in Camp
on the last day of June, was sent out to give battle
to the mutineers. It was a compact, well-appointed
column of Cavalry and Infantry, with some Horse
Artillery guns; and the Jeader was held in repute
for his achicvements in border warfare, But the re-
sult was a disappointment. The ground was marshy;
the progress was slow; and we were too late to do:
the work. . Soon after daybreak on the 4th, our
column came in sight of the Sepoy Regiments which
were then returning from Alepore, and our guns

were brought into action.
tive officers. The Ninth Irregulars

evinced evident sign of ‘siaks,” and,

as they numbered some four hundred
and filty, i
tion to leave all these natives in my
Camp, when all my own forces were
employed ‘clsewhére.  Chamberluin
admits that few men were ever
placed in a4 more painfully respon-
sible position. If E lose fiis small
force, it will be felt all over the
Punjab, and yef; if T do not take
Delhi, the result will be equally dJis-
astrous, It will be a good deed
when domel-—and L will fake eave
and do it, wifh every. chance in my
favour, in good will?—Sir Heury

it became a serious ques-,

But Coke had not taken

Baraard to Sir Johe Lawrence, July
8, 1869, MS. Correspondence.

* The Rohilkund, or Bareilly,
Brigade marehed in on the st and
i’!m:lEJ of July, It consisted of (ke
Eighteenth, Twenty-cighth, Twenty-
ninth, and Sixty-eighth Tuantrey
Regiments; the Bighth Trregular
Caviley, No. 15 Horse Battery, and
two G-pounder post guns from Shah-
jehaufnre. :

+ Yhe enemy expested fo find a
conyoy of wounded men going from
our Camp to Umballah, and another
with treasure and ammunition eoming
from Ferozepore, But be fertunately
missed both of then.



the engagement,
was, however, in no mood to come to closer quarters
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right account of the distance; our light field pieces
made little impression upon the enemy, and our
Infantry had not come up in time to tike part in
The Sepoy General, Bukht Khan,

with us, so he drew off his forces and set his face
towards Delli, leaving behind hira his baggage, consist:
ing mainly of the night's plunder~-an ammunition
waggon and some camel-loads of small-arm cartridges.
But they carried off all their guns, and returned to
garrison not mueh weaker than when they started.
“The distance we had come from Camp,” wrote
General Reed to Sir John Lawrence, “and the deep
state of the ground, prevented our guns and eavalry
from pursuing. In fact, the horses were knocked up,
and the gund conld scarcely be moved, while the
enemy, being on higher ground, managed 16 et
away their guns.”™* But if we had gained no glory,
the enemy had added another to their long list of
fiilures. They had taken out some thousands of their
best troops, and had only burnt'a village, plundered
& small isolated British post, and left the plunder
behind them on the field. But, if our eyes had not
been opened before to the danger of some day having
our rearward communications with Kurnaul and the
Punjab-—all the upper country from which we drew
our supplies and reinforgements—internupted by a
swarmingenemy, who might attack us at all ‘points

* M. Corvespondence.—The duthor
of the “History of the Siege of
Dellii,” who was obviously ~ with
Coke’s foree, adds: © Our aien re-
turned completely exhausied by the
hest, Indecd, muany of the Sixty-
first sank dowh beneath trees, and
our elephants had to bo sent fiom

Camp to cairy them in.”—Hedson
says that ““‘our loss was about thirty
or forty Enropeans, and three of my
Native officers temporarily dissbled.”
Another writer (A0S0 Jourial) says:
“Our loss was one Irregular, who
eame from the Punjab with Coke,
and an - Artillery driver;”

L.



DEATH OF GENERAL BARNARD. 567

" ok the sameé time, so48 to prevent us from effectively
- proteeting our rear, this expedition of the Rohilkund
force dispersed all the films that still obscured our
vision. (And onr Engineer officers, therefore, were
directed to adopt every possible measure to render
the establishment of the enemy in our rear a feat of
difficult, if not impossible, accomplishment ; and the
chief of these was the destruction of the bridges
across the Nujufgurh Canal, except the one imme-
diately in our rear, whn'h we could always command
and protect.

Very soon Baird Smlth and Barnard were in close
constltation. The General rejoiced greatly in the
presence of his new adviser, and gave him bis un-
stinted confidence. | The arrival, 1ndue-,d of such a
man as the accomplished Engineer, who knev. every
nook and ecrevice in Delhi, and who, before he had
any expectanon of being personally connected with
the siege, had devised a plan of attack, was great g gain
to the besieging force ; and Barnard, whose ignorance
of Indian warfare gnd mistrust of his own judgment
drove him to seek adviee in all likeliest quarters,
would gladly have leant most trustingly on Smith.
But it was not decreed that he should trust in any
one much luncmr - His life was now wearing to a
close

On the second day &fte,r Baird Smith’s arrwai in
Camp, cholera fell heavily upon the General, and
smote him down with even more than its wonted
suddenness. General Reed hafl scen Barnard in the
early morning, and observed nothing peculiar about

St

1847,
Jlﬂy-

Denth of
General
Barnard,

him 3 but by ten o'clock on that Sunday morning a  July 5.

whisper was running through the camp that the
Commander of the Delhi Field Force was dying.
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He had been missed from his accustomed place at
church-service ; and, before many hours had passed,
his broken-hearted son, who had ministered to him
with all the tenderness of a woman, was standing
beside his lifeless body. ¢ Tell them,” said the dying
General, speaking of his family in England, almost
with his last breath—“tell them that I die happy.”
Next day his remains were conveyed on a gun-carriage
to their last resting-place. “The only difference,”
wrote the Chaplain who performed the burial-service,
“between the General and a private soldier consisted
in the length of the mournful train, which followed
in solemn silence the mortal remaing of the brave
warrior.” 3
From his death-bed he had sent a message to Baird
Smith, saying that he trusted to him to give such an.
explanation of the circumstances in which he was
~ Placed as would save his reputation as a soldier.
And, indeed, the same gencrosity of feeling as he -
had evinced in all his endeavours to brighten the
character of his dead friend, Anson was now dis-
played by others towards him; for all men spoke and
wrote gently and kindly of Barnard, as of one against
whom nothing’ was to be said except that circums
stances were adverse to him. “1I found him,” wrote
Baird Smith, “one of the most loveable men I had
ever met—rigidly conscientious in every duty, a per-
fect gentleman in manner and feeling, a brave soldier,
but unequal to the present crisis from an apparent
want of confidence in himself and an inability to dis-
criminate between the judgments of others.”—% In
him,” wrote General Reed to Sir John Lawrence,
“the service has lost a most energetic and indefati-
gable officer, and I fear his untimely end was in g
great measure to be attributed to his fearless exposure




of hlﬂl‘!e]f not only to the fire of the enemy, but to
the more deadly rays of the sun.”"— He was a high-
minded, excellent officer,” said Mr, t"'omrmsbmnvr
Gregthed “and on I&ulopean ground, in a European
war, would have done the State good service; but he
was 00 suddenly thrust into the most difficult active
service in India that could be imagined, and found
himself placed in command of an Army which Ge-
neral Anson had organised, and obliged to carry out
‘operations which he would not himsclf have under-
taken with the means at ‘his command, With more
knowledge of the relative merits of his troops and of
the enemy, he would, I think, have achieved a great
success,”—“ How he has carried on so long,” wrote
Neville Chamberlain,  is wonderful. All day in the
~ sun, and the most part of the night either walking up
and down the main street of 1]11, camp or visiting the
batteries and posts. His constitution was auich that
he could not command sleep at the moments when he
might have rested, and exhausted nature has given
way.  Weall decply lament his loss, for a kmder or
more noble-minded officer never lwed.”

‘T need add nothing to these tributes from the
foremost officers in the Camp. 0nly three months
before Barnard had written to Lord Canning, mymg
* “Cannot you find some tough job to put to me? I
will serve you faithfully, " The « tough job” had
been found, and a single month of it had sufficed
to lay him in his grave. But he had rédeemed his
promise, He had served the State faithfully to the
last hour of his life.

* Aufe, vol. 1, page 503, Fome - “respondence. will be found in the
further extracts from Barnard’s Cor- Appendix,

S

1857,
July 5.
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1857, And Lere fitly closes the second part of this Story

daly. of the Siege of Delhi. It is the story of a succession
of proﬁtless episodes—desultory in narration as in
fact ; the story of a month’s fighting with no results
bt loss of life, waste of material resources, and bitter
disappointment in all the dwelling-places of the Eng-
lish in India, as week after weei passed away, and
every {resh report of the fall of Delhi was proved to
be a mockery and a lie. -
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"GHAPTER V.

C GENBRAT EEED IN COMMAND-—EXERITONS OF BATRD SMITH—INADEQUACY

'OF RESOURCES—QUESTION OF ASSAVLT RENEWED—ENGAGEMENTS WITH

| EE RN SMY-—TIOFES OF THE ENGIISH—ASSAULT ABANDONED——DEPAR.

TURE (# GENERAL REED——BRIGADIER WILSON IN COMMAND=——-HIS FOSITION

" AN BYYORTS=S0CIAL ASPECTS OF THE CAMP—STATE OF T1HE DELHI
! GARRISON,

© Fiom the first hour of his appearance af Delhi, July, 1857,
Baird Smith had hegun to examive thoroughly the Question of
\ aterials for
‘means and resources ot his disposal. He had 1o aSiege.
- great opinion of the power of the place to stand a
siege, if the besiegers had adequate material for its
prosecution. But never was a besieging army in
- worse plight for the conduct of great operations than
the British Army before Delhi. The Chief Engincer
found that his siege ordnance consisted of two 24-
- pounders, nine 18-pounders, six 8-inch mortars, and
. two or three 8.nch howitzers. The cnemy were
3 - much stronger in' Artillery. They could bring to
~ any point open to attack from twenty-five to thirty
guns, and ten or twelve mortars—all as well served
as our own. But there was something even worse
than this. ¥ we had possessed more guns we could
not have used them, for there was a deplorable want
of ammunition, Baird Smith stood: aghast at the
discovery that the shot in store for' the heavy guns
wa§ scarcely equal to the requirements of a day's
siege, and there was no immediate prospect of the
receipt of further supplics; whilst, on the other
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hand, the enemy were. furnished with the inex-
haustible resources of the great Delbi Magazine. It
Wwas plain, therefore, that in this helpless state it
would haye been madness to commence siege operd-
tions, which must have heen speedily abandoned from
the exhaustion of our material supplics.

Question of But the gquestion still suggested itself’; ¢ Might not  «
ke ithe place be carried by assault ?” It was easier to an-
swer this in the affirmative, “Here," be argued, “the -
relative forces are materially changed in value. We
have a highly disciplined body under a single head,
completely in hand, full of pluck, and anxious to
attack, and with almost unlimited self-reliance, The
enemy is without any head, not in hand at all, so far
broken in spivit that he has never met us in battle—.
with any odds in his favour-—without being beaten,
It is very true that his pumbers much excéed ours,
and that in a town, in strect-fighting, discipline is of
less value thau in the open battle-field. It is true,
also, that assaults are proverbially precarious. Na-
poleon said of them, ‘a dog or a goose may decids
their issues’ The results of failure would be as
terrible and depressing as those of success would be. -
glorions and inspiriting.”* All these things he de-
liberately considered; but, weighing the chances on
cither side, he came to the conclusion that “ the pro-
babilities of success were far greater than those of
failure, and the reasons justifying an assault stronger
than those which justified inaction.” He therefore
urged upon the General, in an official letter, the
advantages of an assault by escalade, the gates which
we desived to force being blown in by powder-bags.
“And,” he wrote, four months afterwards, “looking
back now with the full advantages of actoal ex-

# MS. Correspondence of Colonel Baird Smith,




g J - :
~ perience, and with, T belieye, very little disposition
to maintain o foregone conclusion, because it was
> foregone, I think at this moment, if we had assaulted

any time between the 4th and 14th of July, we
should have carried the place.” *
When the Engineer's letter reached the Head-Quar-
. ters of the Force, Sir Henry Barnard was dead, or
dying.+ The command was then assumed by General
~.Reed., Since he had been in the Delhi Camp, with
no immediate responsibility upon hir, his health had
improved ; and although he still appeared to others,
espocially, to men with the inexhaustible energies of
Baird Smith, a feeble invalid, he believed himself to
be equal to the work, and wrote that, “ with the aid
of the Almighty, he trusted to carry it to a suc-
cessful issue.” o this officer Baird Smith’s plan of
assanlt was submitted. He did not immediately
reject it. On the 9th, he wrote to Sir John Law-
rence, saying, ¢ We still have the assault in contem-
plation, the details of which are not yet quite com-
pleted by the Engineers’ Department under Baird
Smith.” But the delay, whether originating in the
Y Engineers’ Department, or in the councils of the
General, was fatal to the scheme; and, as Baird
Smith afterwards wrote, “the opportunity passed
away, and the question of assault or no assault
finally resolved itself into doing nothing by sheer

GERBRAL REED IN COMMARD. 573 L
1857,
July.

General Reed

General were buried af ten o'clock

b HS’:-CorrESpoudeneﬂ of Colonel
on that day; and Mr, Rotton (Chap-

Baird Sraith.

1 1 have here azain to notice the
confusion. of dates, of which I have
spoken in a former note.  Baird
Biith, in a letter before me, says,
“My letter recommending the mea-
suve went in on the 6th. L doubt if
Bir Henry Barnard ever saw if, 49
he died a day ot two afterwards.”
But Mr, Greathed, in a lebter dated
July 6, says thai the remains of the

lain's Narrative), who performed the
funeral service, says wost distinetl
that, Barnard died at three o’c.lncg
on Sunday afternoon, July 5. There
is mot the least doubt of the fact.
Buird Smith’s letter, therefore, was
not sent in until after DBarnard’s
death, unless he is wrong aboat the
date of its despateh.
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force of circumstances.” “Whatever is,” he added,
“being best, I am content with things as they ave,
and I am very far indeed from attaching the slightest
blame to those who differed from me on the question
of assaulting. They, doubtless; examined the proba-
bilities as conscientiously as I did, but realised them
differently, and came to a contrary conclusion. The
difficulties were great enough, and the cousequences
grave enough, to require every man to form and to
hold to his own opinion, and yet to promote toleras
tion at differences—at any rate, that was my view
of the case, right or wrong.” And, truly, it was very
right. = For there is nothing, perhaps, which calls
for more toleration than the solution of great military
questions, when there are antagonistic arrays of diffi-
cultics to be considered. Tt has been said of other
places than Delhi, which have stood protracted sieges,
that they might have been carried by assault within
the first hour of our appeavance before them. It
was said of Bhurtpore; it was said of Sebastopol;
but neither Combermere nor Raglan thought that it
was his duty to risk the chance of a failure by
attempting it. : _
The circumstances, the force of which was said by
the Chief Engineer to have settled the momentous
question of assault or no assault, were these.  Whilst
in the English Camp our people were considering the
best. means of attacking the enemy within the walls of
Delhi, the enemy were making renewed attacks on
the British Camp outside the walls; and every new
attack reduced our scanty numbers. On the 9th
of July they came out in force against us. In-
telligence of their design reached General Reed in the
morning, and he was in some measure prepared for
them ; but he scarcely expected a daring inroad-of



A IR MOUND PICQUETS.

relial(‘smlry into our Gamp.* But about ten o'clock f
 through g mist of heavy rain; our English officers,

on the “Mound” discerned their approach. ' Here,
ona ‘piece ‘of elevated ground to the right rear of
our Camp, was planted a battery of three heayy
guns, with the usual Infantry Picquet. In addition
to this a Cavalry Picquet was thrown out, somewhat

Jin advance of the Mound ;

and this now consisted of

a party of Carabineers, two Horse Artillory guns of
Tombs’s froop, and & detachment of the Ninth [rre-
gular OCavalry, under a Native officer, which occu-
pied the extreme point in advance. Perplexed by

% < We bad a sharp affair with
the ememy yesterday. I had re-

‘teived A report in the morning

that théy were coming ouf in force
‘o the right, and Major Reid applied
for their usual reinforcement at

Hindoo Rao’s house, which was

~ sent, and the rest of the troops held

“n'veaditiess to frn out, - About ten
AM. o party of insurgent Sowars
made a most daring inroad to ihe

' ~year of ow right by  road leadiig
“Trurk,

to the Grand k, (These men
were dressed exactly like the Ninth
Jrregulars, which led to. the suppa-
sition that part of that reghnent,
el was on ]giCquet on that flank,
had matinied ; but it turned out that
the “greater part of ‘théin, at least,
belonged fo the. Xighth Irvegulars
from Bareilly. . About a hundeed

mmen of their people aetually swegt'
Y

through the 1ght of our camp
the rear, by the bridge adjoining the
buriak-ground.”—General Reed o Sir
John Jaserence, July 10, 1857, S,
. F Tt will have been scen that, in
the preceding note, General Reed
suys thati the enemy appeared aboub
fen olelock. | Major Reid  says,
“the action eommenced about séven
o'elock.” The latter may reter to the
" opening of the enemy’s guna, "u\-'l'afqr
.'11:1'1111_18 says thai, o the best of his
recolloetion; it was about three paw
“when Lie firsblearnt that the troopers
‘were entering our Cawp. Oobem-

)

porary acconnts often differ greatly

with respect to the time of day.

L *The Mound was about half-
way befween the Ridge and the
Canal, which protected the British
rear. It was on the right rear
flank of Cawp, and overlooked the
Subzee-mundes, Between the Mound
and the Onnal there were several
clumps of trees, and the Canal-bank
being also fringed with them, the
view in that direction was conlused
and interrnpted, and for this reason
a Cavalry piequet was thirown out
on the Canni-bank, somewhat in ad-
vance of the Mound, from which,
however, the videttes of the Cavaley
Ppiequet were visible. . & . The guns
an(l Carabineers were not stationed
on the Mound, bat at the foot of
and on the right flank of ity so that
facing. to their proper front—the
Subzee-mundee—~the Mound was on
their left land und the Canal on
their right. The ground on the right
of thepicquet was somewhat elevaied,
and on gbis the teints of ithe mén
wéte pitched and the Cavalry hotses
piequeted.. The guns were, a8, if
were, in a hollow, with the Mound
on. their left and the elevated ground
on the right. Lo their front was g

small breastwork, fo which it was

ordered that the uns should be rin
up and fought behind in case of an
ptfack, and until fhe piequet conld
be reinforced w78, Memorandum.

1857,
July 9.
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the appearance of the familiar uniform of the Irre.
gular Cavalry of our own Picquets, our people at first
thought that they had been driven in by the advance
of the enemy; and so the guns, which might hayve
opened npon them, were pointed harmlessly at the
troopers,* But there was something much worse
than this. The mistake of the British Artillery was
followed by the disgrace of the Eritish Cavalry,
As the Irregulars of the Eighth from Deihi swept on,
the detachment of Carabineers, which formed a part
of the Picquet, turned and fled. Stillman, who com-
manded them, remained alone at his post. The fivst
error was soon discovered. Hills; who was in charge
of the artillery—two horse-artillery guns—of the
Picquet, saw presently that it was a hostile attack,
and ordered out his guns for action. But the enemy
were upon him; he had not time to open fire. In
this emergency the dashing Artillery subaltern—a
man of light weight and short stature, young in years;
but with the coolness of a veteran and the courage of
g giant—set spurs to his horse and rushed into the
midst of the advancing troopers, cutting right and
left at them with good effect; until two of them

charged him at the same

% The actual aesailants were
troopers of the Kighth Irregular
Cavalry, who had mutinied ol Ba-
reilly 3 but it was more than sus.
pected that the men of the Ninth
were cognisant of and favoured the
attack. It las been seen (Nofe,
ante, page 565) that General Bamard
had ]l:ecn very doubtfil of their
fidelity. There had been many de-
sertions from their ranks, but no
signs of open mutiny. 1t may be
slated here that after this affawe of
the 9th of July, the regimeni was
quictly moved ont of Camp, ap-
garent.ly on duty.  “ On the 11th of

uly the Head-Quarters of the Regi-

time, and by the shock of

ment proceeded to Alipore, for the
purpose of keeping open the eom-
munication with the rear,  Large
detachments were sent into the
divisions of ‘Salarunpore, Soneput,
and Paneput.  Oun the 21st of July,
in econsequence of o large deserfion
from the Soneput detachment, it was
deemed advisable to march the regi-
ment buck towards the Panjab.”—
Parlianentary Retwrn of Regiments
that have Mulinied. A wing of the
Ninth Icregular had accompanied the
first siepetrain to Delli (anfe, page
184),/and the other (Head Quarters)
wing had joined our Camp on the
2nd of July,

1



7 Ll
o T ‘_ﬁ‘ (hF

ithe 'collision, both horse and rider were thrown

Violentlyto the ground. Regaining his feet after his
assailants bad passed on, he recovered his sword in
time to renew the combat with three Sowars, two
‘mounted ‘and one on foot. The two first he cut
down,* and then engaged the third, a young, active
‘swordsman of good conrage, who came fresh to the
- encounter, whilst Hills, scant of breath and shaken
by his fall, had lost all his first strength, but none of
his first courage. The heavy cloak, too, which he
wore, as a protection against the rain, dragged at
his throat, and well-nigh choked him. The chances
were now fearfully ageinst him.  Twice he fired, but
his pistol snapped, and then he cut at his opponent’s
shoulder. The blow did not take effect; and the
_ Wrooper, watching his opportunity, clutched at the
English subaltern’s sword and wrested it from him.
Hills then closed with his enemy, grappled him so
that he could not strike out with the sabre, and smote
. him with clenched fist again and again on the face,
until the Englishman slipped and fell to the ground.
The “Mound” was a favourite place of gathering
in Camp.. It commonly happened that many of our
ofticers were to be seen there, watching the progress
of events below, or discussing the operations of the
siege.  But the heavy rain of the 9th of July had
driven our people to the shelter of their tents.
Among others, Major Tombs was in the Artillery
Mess Tent—one of the cheeriest places in Camp—
when a trooper of the Ninth Irregular Cavalry, in a
state of high excitement, rode up and asked the way
¥ % The first 1 wounded and thought I had killed him ; apparently
dropped himr from his horse; the he must have cling to his borse, for
“second charged me with a lance. I he disappeared. The wonnded man

pub i aside, aud caught him an then. eame up, but got his skull
uwiul gash on the Lead and face. 'I split,”>~27ills" Narrative,
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to the General's quarters.  In reply to & question
from Tombs, he said that the enemy were showing in
front of our picquets; but the man’s words seemed
but scantly to express all that was in him, so Tombs
hurried to his own tent, took his sword and revolver,
and ordering his horse to be brought after him,
walked down to the Mound Picquet. As he ap-
proached the post, he saw the Carabineers drawn up
in mounted array, and our guns getting ready for
action. In a minute there was a tremendous rush of
Irregular Horse, the troopers brandishing their swords
and vociferating lustily; and then there was to be
seen the sad spectacle of our Dragoons broken and
flying to the rear, whilst one of our guns went right-
about, some of the horses mounted and some rider
less, and galloped towards our Camp. Tombs was
now in the midst of the enemy, who were striking
at him from all sides, but with no effect. A man
of a noble presence, tall, strong, of robust frame and
handsome countenance, dark-haired, dark-bearded,
and of swart complexion, he was, in all outward
semblance, the model of a Feringhee warrior; and the
heroic aspect, truly expressed the heroic qualities of
the man, There was no finer soldier in the Camp,
Threading his way adroitly through the black horse-
men, he ascended the Mound, and looking down
into the hollow, where his two guns had been
posted, he saw ‘the remaining one overturned, the
horses on the ground, struggling in  their harness
or dead, with some slain or wounded gunnérs
beside them. Near the gun  be saw the pro-
strate body of Hills, apparently euntangled in his
cloak, with & dismounted Sowar standing oyer him
with drawn sword, about to administer the death-
stroke, At this time Tombs was some thirty paces



his friend. ' He could not hope to reach the

enemy in time to cut him down with the sabre, so
vesting his revolver on his left arm, he took steady
aim at the trooper, who was turned fuil-breasted
towards him, and shot him through the body. The
blood oozed out through the white tunic of the
wounded rebel, and, for a while at least, Hills was
saved. R -

' But the danger was not yet passed. Tombs helped
hig' fallen subaltern to rise, and together ‘they
ascended the slope of the Mound. As they were
watching the movements of the enemy, they saw a
little way beneath them another dismounted Sowar,
who was walking away with Hills' revolver in his
hand.  They made at once towards him. He was a
young, strong, active trooper, who turned and attacked
them with his sword, as one well skilled in the use of
 the yweapor.  His first blow aimed at Hills was par
" ried. Then he struck at Tombs, who with like
address guarded the cut. But the third blow, struck
with despairing energy, as hesprung upon the younger
of his opponents, broke down Hills' guard, and clove
the skull to the brain. In a moment he had turned
upon Tombs, who coolly parried the blow and drove
his sword right through the trooper’s body.*

* This narrative differs from some
of the published yersions of this
inciden, and, inone respect at least,

“from the acecount (qﬁot.ed above)
written by Hills himself, and printed
at the time in the English journals.
Hills says fhat the Sowar with swhom

he and Tombs had the second en- 8

counter was the very man who had
attacked him in the first instance,
and from whom his friend bad saved
him.' " When we got down,” he
says, 1 saw the wery man Tombs
had saved ma from moving off with
my pistol (ke had only been wounded,

and shammed dead). I fold Tombs,
and we went at him.”  Bat it is the
assured belief of Tombs, who- saw
the first fraoper fall, and tlie Glood
streaming from the man’s chest over
bis white tunie, that their second
anfagonist was “another dismounted
owar,” Caderis paribus, there would
seem to be more reason to aceepk
Towmbs’s version -than that of his
subaliern, as the circumstances of
the former were more favourable to

cool and aceurate observation. And |

L would rather believe this version,
as'the one that best illustrates the

292 :

1857,
July o,
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. Meanwhile, the Sowars, flushed with their first
success, were sweeping onwards through our piequets,
to the main street of our Camp. What could ac-
count for the rout of the Carabineers—what could
explain the flight of the Horse Artillery ?* The utmost
confusion prevailed.  Qur people turned out in ex-
cited haste, not knowing what it all poftended.
The road which the rebel-troopers had taken led to
the Artillery Lines. There was a Native troop of

Horse Artillery there under Major Renny; and the

Sowars called upon them to fraternise with their
party, and to march back with them to Delhi. « The
loyal natives sternly rveplied that they obeyed only
their own officers.  Near them was Henry Olpherts’
Tuaropean troop, unlimbered and ready for immediate
action. The black troop was between them and the
enemy; but the Native gunners called upon the
white troopers to fire through theix bodies. There
was no mneed for this, The whole camp was now
astiv.  For a little while the Sowars had profited by
the uncertainty and perplexity in our Camp. But

splendonr of the achievement. If
the same Bowar were the hero of
both combats, he assurcdly well
carned by that | morning's ﬁvghting
the Behaudur-Shali Cross for per-

officer, describing what he saw, sais:
“A gun of the Horse Artillory, that
had Kfm‘:en on piequet on our right,
had just retreated into Camp, mto
our main street. close to my tent.”

sonal bravery. 1 should not omit to
add that it has been recorded that
“Tombs’s account of the affair of tl;c
Oth, when the enemy’s Horse rotle
through our Camp, was torn up by
Colonel Mackenzie, He liad omitted
to say & word about himself, so
Mackenzie guve the General the true
version— Greathed's Lelters. Both
Tombs snd Hills were deservedly re-
warded with the Vieforia Cross.

# Ttscems to have been a question
among earlier writers whetr.lwr the
artillery on piequet duty did run
‘away s but there can be no doubk of
the faet. In o letler written from
Camp on the same day, an artillery

The statement of Major (Sir' Henry)
Tombs, as embodied in the text, is
quite conelusive on the subject,
With vespeet to the flighti of the
Carabineers, General Reed wriles :
“In the confusion, I am sarry to
gay a detachment of the Carabineers,
who were escorting the guns, gave
way, in spite of the endeavonrs o
iheir officers to stop them, These
wien I propose to dismount as a dis-
grace to them. ' Ii would appear
that they are composed mostly of
reoruits, and, being mounted on half-

broken hovses, do not kuow how to -

manage them,” — MS,  Correspond-
ence.
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their triumph was goon turned to defeat, and they
fled back to Delbi, leaving many of these audacious
‘rebels behind them, including the originator of the
sperilous exploit.* That so many of them escaped un-
" geathed, returning by the way they had come, is not
to be accounted for, except on the ground of surprise
and confusion. Acts of individual gallantry ave re-
corded—none more lustrous than those scored up to
the honour of the brave artillerymen, Renny and
Fagant But some dark clouds overshadowed the
scene. It is related that in the absence of tangible
enemies, some of our soldiery, who turned out on
this occasion, butchered a number of unoffending
‘camp-followers, servants, and others, who were hud-
“dling together, in vague alarm, near the Christian
churchyard. No loyalty, no fidelity, no patient good
service, on the part of these poor people, could ex-
tinguish for a moment the fierce hatred which pos-
gessed our white soldiers against all who wore the
dusky livery of the East.

‘This bold incursion of Irregnlars into onr Camp
did not supply all the day’s fighting. All through
the morning a brisk cannonade had been maintained
by the enemy, aud answered by our guns on the
Right, It was soon appdrent, however, that the

suddenly erossed a bridge and * gal-

% “They were af first supposed
loped off to Delhi.’—82 Greathed's

to be the Ninth, but, being dis-

981

covered, were charged by Brigadier
Grant with his Lancers, and Captain
Hodson with the Guides, who drove
them ont of Cantonmputs.”—General
Reed to Sir Jokn Lawrence, MS.
Cor

i rtzom This, bowever, as
regards Hodson's part in the expul-
sion of the ¢nemy, is erroncous.
Tlodsen started in pursnit with, the
Guides, mistook the enemy for our
own people, and rode some three
miles parallel fo them, unii] they

and Hodson's Letlers,

t Renny is said to lave shot
soveral of the rebel troopers with his
revolver,  Fagan vushed out of his
tent with only 4 pen in his hand, got
together a fow men, killed fifteen of
the enemy,” andl refumed with a
sword aud Minie rifle, of whiel he
had © eased” a Ressaldar of the Ir-
regulars, — Nosman's. Narrotive,—
Greathed’s Lelters—~History of the
Seege of Dalli,

I

1857.
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Affairs in the
Subzee-
mutidee,
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57, robel musketeers were as active as their gunuers. A
Ty 9. body of Sepoys had posted themselves in the suburb

of the Subzee-mundee, where, screened and aided by

houses and walled gardens, and other enclosures,

they kept up a gelling fire on our picquets.  This

could not be endured; so & column was formed to

attack and dislodge them. It consisted of the Head-

Quarters and two companies of the Sixtieth Rifles,
detachments of the Eighth and Sixty-first Foot, and

the Fourth Sikh Infantry, with the six guns of

Major Scott’s battery; whilst Major Reid was in-

structed to co-operate with them with such men as

could be spared from the Main Piequet. Commanded

by General Chamberlain, our column swept through

the Subzee-mundee, and was soon: in close conflict

with the Insurgents. Posted as they were, and often

firing down upon us from some elevated structure, if

was not easy to dislodge them, The fighting was of

the kind most distasteful and most destractive to our

British soldiery. But their:stubborn courage. pre-

vailed at last, The work was done thoroughly;*

Ai but such thorough work always was done by us, at
Leavy cost to our ever-decrcasing force. We could
' ill spave at that time a single fighting man ; but the
cotemporary historians relate that more than #wo
hundred of our people were killed or disabled on
that 9th of July.t And so the chances of a suc-
cessful assault upon the city began to dwindle into a
certainty of failure; and those who had urged it with

"

# o Poenfually evergthing was  F The number stated is two hon-
effgeted fhat was desived, our sncecess dred and twenty-thres, including one
heing greatly aided by the admivable officer killed ~and ?‘gh!‘. wounded.
‘and steady practice of Major Scott’s The officor killed was Captain Mount-
battery uu:Fer a heavy fire——eleven steven, of the Eighth.” There was
men being put “hors deeombat’ out  heavy carnage in fhe enemy’s ranks,
oftits small comploment.”—Normar. :
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4 the greatest confidence, now had their misgivings.®  1857.

It is true that the carnage among the ¢nemy had duly 9
been far greater than in our ranks; but they had .
ever been numerically stronger than at that time,

- and the heaps of dead which they left behind them
diminished ‘but little the vital resources of that enor-
mous garrison. -
And, a few days afterwards, this question of as- Action of
sault, as Boird Smith wrote, bad finally *rosolyed Y 1+
itself into nothing by sheer force of circumstances;”
for there was another hard fight, and another long
list of casualties. On the 14th the enemy again
came out in foree to the attack of our position on the
Right. It was said that they had vowed to carry
our batteries, and destroy that formidable picquet at
Hindoo Rao's house, which had sent the message of
death to so many of their comrades. Becher's spies
had gained intelligence of the movement, and Reid
had been warned of the coming onslaught. To was
quite veady for them, and said, laughingly, that they
had attacked him and been beaten nineteen times,
and that he did not expect to be worsted on the
twentieth. The attack commenced about eight o'clock
in the morning. For some time our people gtood on
the defensive, keeping the mutineers at bay. Both
forces were under cover, and little execution was

done.  But when the sun was going down, Neville
Chamberlain saw that the time had come to resort to

- other measures. So despatching a letter to Reid,
desiring him to be prepared to attack the enemy, and
act in concert with him, he gent Showers with another
colunn, consisting of detachments of the First Euro-

* See lefters of Heryey Greathed. moment they (the enemy) may be
VWriting onthe 10th;, be says: © It considered in the plenitude of {heir
may now be prudent to defer the force,” &o. &ec.
attack for a short time, for at this

(1



peans, the 75th Queen’s, Coke's Rifles, and Hodson's
Horse, with six Horse Artillery guns under Turner
and Money, to take them in flank. The walled
gardens, and other places of shelter, in which the
mutineers had posted themsclves, were now to be
cleared; and it was a fine thing to see our columns
sweeping down upon the enemy, Reid's little Goorkhas
setting up a ringing cheer, and every man panting
eagerly for the affray, Then two of our great Pun-
jabee warriors were to be seen ever in the thickest of
the fight. Where danger threatened most, Cham-
berlain and Hodson were sure to be seen. The
enemy were driven from point to point, in confused
flight, clean out of their sheltering walls; and the
more impetuous of their assallants pushed on after
them along the main road, within the fire from the
walls of Delhi. There was it that Chamberlain, fear-
lessly exposing himself, according to his wont, well-
nigh-met his death-wound. A party of the enemy,
covered by a low wall, had made a stand, and were
pouring in a destructive fire upon our advancing
soldiery, which made them for a moment vecoil,
when the Adjutant-General, setting spurs to his
horse, called upon the men to follow him, and cleared
the enclosure. He was gallantly supported; but a
musket-ball took effect upon him, and broke his left
arm below the shoulder.* Our people were then so
near the city walls that the pursuit became disastrous.
For the enemy gathered fresh courage, and rallied
before their defences, whilst the hot haste with which

walle, He bore his wound and his

PROGRESSE OF THE SIEGE,

* Tt was thought at first fo be a

gun-shot wound, A cotemporary lot-
tersays ; “ Chamberlain was bronght
in with a gorely shattered arm. FHis
impression was that he lad been
struck by grape, which was being
showered on them from the city

pain nobly, with a high cheerful
conrage, but getting out of the nar-
row dooley was too much for hLim,
and as lie leant on two or three
people he stumbled forward and fell,
almost on the shattered limb,”
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we had pushed on to chastise the mutineers was
throwing confusion into our ranks, The management
of the pursuing force was not cqual to the gallantry
of the pursuit. At one point we had driven the
mutineers from their guns, but we were not prepared
to take advantage of their desertion. Hodson’s quick
eye marked the opportunity, and he was eager fto
charge the battery. DBut the men upon whom he
called to sid him were exhausted, and at the moment
_ there was no response. It is always, in such straits, o
question of moments, Seeing that there was hesita-
tion, a Sepoy gunner applied the port-fire to & piece
loaded with grape; and before the smoke had cleared
away, the guns had been limbered up; and the oppor-
tunity was lost for ever.
Again the old story was repeated.  We had gained
a profitless, perhaps, indeed, a” dubious victory, at a
loss of two hundred men, killed or disabled.* The
finest soldier in the Camp, foremost in repufation,
foremost ever in action, and all but first in official
position, had been carried maimed and helpless to
his tent. It was a sorry day’s work that sent Neville
éhambe.rlain, Adjutant-General of the Army, to the
Sick List. It was a sorry week’s work that had de-
‘prived our little foree of the services of twenty-five
officers and four hundred men. It had quite settled
the question of the assault. With these diminished
numbers, iow could a sufficient force be lefi for the
protection of our Camp? Even the most eager spirits
now felt that it must be a hopeless effort. “There
will be no assault on Delhi yet,” wrote Hodson on the
16th; “our rulers will now less than ever decide on

* The author of the “History of and a hundred and seventy-sevon
the Biege of Delli” says: “Seven- men wounded.”
teen men killed, and sixteen officers

G,
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a bold course, and, truth to tell, the numbers of the
snemy have so rapidly increased, and ours have been
so little replenished in proportion, and our losses for
a small army have been so severe, that/it becomes &
juestion whether now we have numbers sufficient to
risk an assault. Would to Heaven it had been tried
when T first pressed it!” Iy

On the 17th of July Gengral Reed resigned the
command of the Delhi Field Force. During his
brief season of responsibility his health had broken
down under the exertions and anxieties of his posi-
tion, and it was useléss any longer to struggle againgt
his daily-increasing infirmities. So he made over the
command of the Force to Brigadier Archdale Wilson,
and betook himself to the quietude of the Himalayas. *
The selection of an officer who had done so well in
the actions on the Hindun was the. source of general
satisfaction in the Camp.f There were few who did
not see in the change good promise of increased
energy and activity in the prosecution of the siege.
But, in truth, we had reached a period of its history
at which energy and activity could be displayed only
in acts of defensive warfare,

It is cortain that when Brigadier-General Wilson
took command of the Delhi Field Force, the cireum.
stances which he was called upon to confront were of

* Hodson says that Wilson suc- a protest against his supercession
eoeded by virtue of scnioritg. The and retired toSimlah, General Roed -
author of the *“History of the Siege bhad anticipaied the ditﬁcul% on the
of Delhi” says, “he was not the spore of rank by making ilspn n
Benior Genersl in Camwp.” The Brigadier-General—an ‘appointmont
senior officer in ecamp, according afterwards confirmed by Govern-
to substantive rank, was Colonel ment.

Congreve, of H.M.'s Twenty-ninth, ﬁ See Greathed’s Letters and the
Quartermaster-General of Queen’s “History of the Siege of Delli,”
troops. It is stated that he sent in
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a most discournging character.  Two Commanders
hiad been struck down by Death, and o third had been
driven from Camp by its approaches. The Chicfy
of the Staff—the Adjutant-General and Quatter-
master-General—lay wounded in their tents.  For
move than five weeks the British troops before Delhi
had been standing upon the defensive. Time after
time assaults upon the City had been projected, and
had been deferred ; and at last the bold experiment
had been finally abandoned. During those five weeks
the enemy had attacked us & score of times, and it
had long been acknowledged that the British were
the Besieged, not the Besiegers. It was impousible
that all this should not have had its effect upon the
discipline of the Delhi Field Force. It must be an

eternal honour to that force, that the deteriorating
ceffects of such a state of things. were so slight;
but, nevertheless, they were clearly discernible. The

strength of the rebel garrison had been continually
inereasing; and though their loss was even- heavier

~than_our own, our numbers were 80 inferior; that in
L proportion to them our sufferings were greator. It
“was hard to say how much longer the endurance of
‘our people would be proof against a constant succes-
_sion of vexatious attacks on the part of the enemy,
‘and profitless victories on our own. Our troops had.
‘grown weary of beating the enemy, without appa-
rently weakening their resources, or diminishing their

confidence, or lengthening the intervals between their
attacks. It is not strange, therefore, that in the

“middle of this month of July the British Chief looked
the difficulties of our position very gravely in the

face, and that there were some doubts as to whether
we counld hold our own much longer with such tearful
odds against us. But no such doubts ought to haye

.
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been entertained for a moment. Our troops had
been much harassed ; they were diminished in num-
bers; they had seen a constant succession of stubborn
encounters, which had condueed nothing to the findl
issue; and they were growing very weary of ‘a atate
of things of which they could not sce the end. - But,
if they had lost some of their discipline, they had lost
none of their heart. They were impatient, but not
desponding. They were equal to any dernands that
could have been made upon them, and would have
resented the idea of retreat.

But ever since the commencement of the month
the thought of o retrograde movement had been
fixing itself in the minds even of men who had been
at one time eager for the bolder course, which had
been described as the “gamester’s throw.” Before
the death of General Barnard, Hervey Greathed—
though he had thrown in the weight of his authority
as Chief Civil Officer at Delhi, into the scales on the
side of vigorous action—-had begun to discern the
fact that there might be some advantages to the
country generally in liberating the troops now pent
up before the walls of the great city, and wasting
their energies in the strenuous idleness of a dis-
astrous defence.®* They were much needed at other
points where our people were girt around with danger,
and a great moral effect might e produced by a suc-
cession of victories, such as the Delhi ¥ield Force,
under happier circumstances, might calculate on
achieving. The time for assaulting had passed. Ne-
ville Chamberlain and Baird Smith, who were both
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% «The determination to take
Delli by nssault has been twice on
the eve of exeention, sind T no longer
feel confident that it will agnin be
80 far matured. And supposing 1
am right, the question will srise

whether we should iainfain onr
position, or raise the siege, and dis-
pose of our forces ns may best servc
the publie interests, until a second
campaign be opened.”—Greaghed fo
Lawrence, July 4, MS. Corres,



by official position and native worth the moving

prineiples of the besieging force, had given up all

hope of succeeding in such an enterprise. Cham-
berlain, indeed, had begun to apprehend that, in their
" existing state of discipline, it might be hazardous in
- the extreme to entangle them in the streets of Delhi.
There was nothing left: for us, therefore, but to
hold on until the arrival of reinforcements; and the
question had arisen and had been frecly discussed at
H-cadﬂuartem, whether, until we could appear before
Delhi in greater strength, it would not, both on mili-
tary and political grounds, be a wiser course to relax
our hiold, and employ our eager troops in other parts
of the country. When Wilson assumed command, he
found matters in this state. He did not originate the
question of withdrawal. -
~ What might have been his resolution, if left to his
own unaided counséls, History can never declare.
But the eager protests of Baird Swith soon swept
away any doubts that the General might have enter-
tained.® As soon as the Chief Engineer learnt that
the proposal was likely to be laid before him, he
resolved to anticipate the formal reference, On 'the
first occasion of Wilson consulting himprofessionally,
he threw all the éarnestness of his nature into 2 great
remonstrance against the project of withdrawal. He

% Tt was on the 17th of July, the
first day of Wilson’s command, that
Baird Smith pressed apon him the
dufy of not relaxing his hold on
Delbi,  On the 18th the Brigadier-
General wrote to Sir John Lowrenee
urging him to send further reinforce-
ments immediately,  The letter was
in Fyeneh, and it contained these
words ¢ Je rebiendrai cette position
jusgn’ ala fin,  Car il est de la plus
grancle importancs que Vennemi soit
empéché de. quitter Delli pour ra-

‘vager le pays. Pour faire ceci il esh

absolument ‘néeessaire que jo sois
renforeé de la plus grande foree et
aussi vite qu'il est possible. J'cu-

tends que ce renforcement e peut

venir du sud, e} en gonséquence jo
prie que vous m'enyerrez du Punjab
un Regiment Anglais complet et
deux de Sikhs on Punjubees. Si jo
ne suis pas bien vite renforeé je
serai forcé de retiver o Kwmaul. Les
consaquences de ce monvement se.
raient désastrevses,’—MS. Corres,

t
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told the General that to raise the sicge would be fatal
to our national interests. “Tt ig our duty,” he said,
“to retain the grip which we now have upon Delhi,
and to hold on like grim Death until the place is our
own.” He dwelt upon the many circumstances in
our favour. Our communications with the Punjab
were open. There was still there a considerable
amount of available strength, which the increasing
security of that great province would soon place
at the disposal of the Delhi leader. The army was
in good health, and it was well supplied. It was
true that little had been done to strengthen the
position of our besieging army, or to bring our
guns to bear with more fatal effect upon the enemy’s
works. But he pledged himself to do what as yet
had been undone. And then he urged the General
to consider what would be the result of the with-
drawal of the Force. ‘“All India,” he said, “would
at once believe that we retreated because we were
beaten, and in such circumstances an adverse impres-
sion of this kind was as disastrous as the severest
defeat we conld sustain. We must abandon, in such a
case, our communications with the Punjab and cease
to act as a covering force to that province, frem °
which all the u'mforccmmts we could hope for must
be drawn; we must again fight our way to Delhi
against reinvigorated enemies, increased in numbers
and spirits, and we must cease to perform the ineal-
culably important funetion of check-mating the entire
gtrength of the revolt, by drawing towards Delhi, as
a great focus, all the mutinous regiments of all arms,
and so preventing them from dispersing themselves
over the country, (md attacking and overpowering
our defenceless posts.” These arguments prevailed.
Wilson listened, and was convinced. He thanked



said that he would hold on, and then called upon
him, as Chief Engineer, to state what could be done
to maintain our position before Delhi with the least
possible loss, until such time as the Delhi Field Force
could be so strengthened as to render the final assault
~ upon Delhi secure in its results. Then Baird Smith
stated what Wilson, ag an experienced Artilleryman,
had long felt, that our great want was a want of far-

© - xeaching guns; that we had been always beaten by

the heavy metal and wide xange of the enemy's Artil-
lery; but that as soon as we could bring down a
siege train of sufficient magnitude and sufficient
weight to silence the guns on the walls of Delhi,
success would be certain. To all of this Wilson
readily assented,  He asked for a statement of the
strength of ordnance which would be required for
“siege operations, which in due course was given; and
at the same time the Chief Engineer undertook to
have the work of his own department in a sufficient
state of forwardness to give every possible advantage
to the operations of the Artillery. “And from that
time forward,” said Baird Smith, in a letter written
at a later period, “we were guided by these plans,
and prepared busily for the resumption of active
work on the arrival of the Siege Train.”

. The first week of Wilson’s command was enlivened: Further

by two more attempts on the part of the enemy to
drive us from owr advanced position; firstly, on the
Right, and then on the Left: Our scouts in the city
had obtained intelligence that the enemy purposed
to proceed in force tothe neighbourhood of Alipore,*

*  Reinforcements had entered - their luck on firt arrival against the
Dellii—nmutineers from Jhansi, who, Feringhees,
according to cusfom, were fo try

14
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Attacks on
our Position,
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in our rear, to intercept an espected convoy on iis
way to our camp, and when they had thus drawn
out & considerable part of our strength, to make a
vehement atfack upon our Right. The movement to

Julg18. Alipore was never made, but, on the 18th of July,
the enemy again betook themselves to the old work
of harasing us from the shelter of the suburbs; soa
detachment of Infantry and'Artillery was sent out,
under Colonel Jones of the Sixtieth Rifles, with the
old result, What had come to be called “rat-
hunting” went on for a while, and a number of
British officers and men fell beneath the fire of the
enemy.* But there was this time no attempt at pur-
suit.  Colonel Jones, having driven the mutineers
from their shelter, withdrew his own men carefully
and skilfully, covering their retizement with his guns.
Tt was the last of our many conflicts in the Subzees
mundee suburb.  Our Engineer officers were already
at work clearing away the cover—the garden-walls,
the ruined houses, and the old serais, of which the
enemy had made such good use from the commence-
ment of the siege, and were conneeting our advanced
posts in that direction with the Main Picquet on the

. Ridge, _

July 25. Perhaps it was in despair of making any impression
upon our Right, that a few days ‘afterwards, July
93rd, the enemy in considerable force streamed out
of the Cashmere Gate, and endeavoured to establish
themselves at Ludlow Castle, whence they opened a
fire both on the Metcalfeé Picquet and the Ridge. A
column of British and Sikh Infantry, with guns from
Tarner’s and Money's troops, was, therefore, sent out,
under Brigadier Showers, to dislodge them, The

# Our loss was one officer and  (one mortally) and sixly-six men
twelve men killed, and threc officers  wounded,



work was soon accomplished. 'The enemy were in
retreat to the city walls, but again the fatal inclina-
tion to press on in pursuit was irresistible, and our
eblumn was drawn on towards the city walls, and
many of our best officers were carried wounded to

RESOLUTION OF GENERAL WILSON.

~ the rear. Colonel Seaton, who had been appointed
' to ‘officiate as Adjutant-General, was shot through
the body. Turner and Money of the Artillery, and
others, were wounded ;¥ and Captain Law, who was
serving with Coke's rifies, was killed. The loss of
the enemy was not heavy, and they carried off all
 their guns. After this, orders went forth prehibiting
" the forward movements, which had always been
attended with so much disaster. Our main losses
had commonly heen incurred after we had driven
back the enemy towards the walls of their stronghold.
This systém of warfarc had been too long permitted,
Had the enemy’s numbers been more limited, i
would have been less necessary to restrain the natural
impetuosity of our people to push on and to punish
in pursuit; but scarccly any amount bf carnage
that we could inflicc upon the mutineers was any
substantive gain to ourselves.

And so the month of July came to an end and lefg
Wilson in good spirits ; for Sir John Lawrence, never
slackening in his great work, had responded to the
General’s appeal by fresh promises of help, and he had
cast away all thoughts of raising the siege. = Writing
on the 30th of July to Mr. Colvin, who had earnestly
protested against the thought of withdrawing from
Delbi, he said: It is my firm determination to hold

593‘ !

# Mr. Gave-Browne sags thaf
Brigndier Showers was wounded,
and compelled to give over the com-
mand to Colonel i-mes. His name
is mot in the list given by Norman,

YOL, H,

and, therefore, it would seem that
it was not officially returned. The
wound niust have been a very slight
one, if any, for Showers was in action
again on the 12th of August,

2Q
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‘my present position and to resist every attack to the

last. The enemy are very numerous, and may pos-
sibly break through our entrenchments and over-
whelm us, But this foree will die at its post. Luckily,
the enemy lave no head and no method, and we
hear dissensions ave breaking out among them. Re-
inforcements are coming up under Nicholgon.  If we

“can hokl on till they arvive, we ghall be secure. I am

making every possible arrangement to secure the safe
defenec of our position.” = Fa
: ’;} % ;| . . . } y

' 'Aud heve T may fitly pause in this recital of mili-
tary events—of engagement after engagement with
the enemy, following each other in quick succession,

“all of the same type and all leading to the sawe

vesults. The true story of the Siege of Delhi is not to

. be found in the bare record of these exploits, Many

as were those gallant soldiers, whose active heroism it

- has been my privilege to illustrate in these pages,

there were many more in the British Camp whose

" mames have been unwritten, but whose gallantry, in
. -doing and in suﬁ{u!'mg, was not less conspicuous. It
“was the fortune of some to be continually calletl_.,};o
the front, to be specially thanked by commanding

officers and named in official despatches, whilst others,
day after day, week after week, month after month,

Taboured on, exposed to the fire of the encmy and to

all the evil influences of camp-life in the worst season
of the year, without praise, without encouragenment,
almost without notice. A signal instance of this pre-
sents itself in the circumstances of the two branches
of the Artillery. The Light Batteries were always to
the front, and the names of Scott, Turner, Money,
Tombs, and others of the Horse Artillery or Horse

g ke e Ok e b b o an ]
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Datteries have repeatedly claimed admiring recog-
nition; but of the Heavy Batteries, which, in their
own way, were equally well served, scant mention has
yet'been made in this narrative of the siege.® The
time for breaching operations had not yet come, and
it was a dall and weary season for the Siege Artillery
thus expending themselves in defensive cfforts, out-
matched in numbers; outinatehed in weight of metal,
outmatched in profuseness of ammunition. There
was a scarcity of officers for duty in the batteries;
there was a scarcity of gunners, Both had to be
_ improvised and supplemented as best we could, so
~ that men found themselves working at the guns who,
- a little while before, did not know a porthire from a
~sponge-stafl. Stray Lancers, for whom there was not
much cavalry-work in camp, were caught up and set
to learn the gun-drill, and right good gunners they
often made; whilst old Sikhs, who had learnt artillery
practice under Runjit Singh's French officers, and

* Tlie pringipal officers with the
siege batteries were Colonel Garbedf,
Major dames Brind, Major Murray
Mackenzie, and Major Kuye, - 'The
lnst-named had come down fo Deihi
with fhe first sicge-train,  Major
Brind joined soon aflerwards, and
fook a leading pari in the siege
operations, up to the hour of final
suceess.. Colonel Garbett, who ar-
rivedala later period, wes a){gb‘iuted
Brigndier of Artillery, on Wilson’s
nomination to the chief command ;
but lie was wounded on hig way from

one batlery {o anvther, and though

the wound was little more tlign a
ginze, of which lie took no notice at

ﬁrgsti it became aflerwavds a most

virulent sore, which cemﬁc]led bim
to take 1o his bed, and subseqaently
to leave the camp.  He ultimately
died of fever, Major Mackenzie was

struek by the splinter of & shell on’

the 80th'of June, and though m this
case, also, the wound did not appear

to be a severe one, he was deiven
also  to Simlah, where he ~died.
[Mackenzie and Kaye had served
together with the Nalive: troop of
Horse Artillery which aseended the
Hindeo Koosh, aud was engamed in
the battle of Bameean]. Major Gais-
kill, who joined at a later period of
the siege, suceceded Colonel Garlictt
in command of the Artillery, Amon
the younger officers disting,mishcﬁ
during tlie siege were Captain Johne
son, Assistant Adjutant-General of
Artillery, who eame down with Wil-
sont from Meernb, and as chief siaff
officer. did exceliont service, and
Licutenant Light, an active and
energelio officor, ulways eager to go
to the front, who was incapaciltaten
by sickness about the middle of
July, and unable to return to his
duties. Grifiith, Commissary of Ord.
nance, was dyiven from camp hy
cholera, aud was suceecded by Cape
tain Young.

2q2
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had served the guns of the Kalsa at Sobraon and
Chillianwallah, were reeruited by John Lawrence,
who never missed a chance of aiding the Delhi war-
riors, and sent down to man Wilson’s batteries. But
the time was now approaching when the real business
of the Siege would commence in earnest, and the
officers of the heavy batteries would contribute their
share of good work towards the capture of the gréat
city.

Over and above the excitement of the frequent
actions with the enemy, which always added the
names of many brave men to the list of killed and
wounded, there were sometimes lesser sensations to
stir the heart of the Camp. On one oceasion, an officer
of good repute, whilst reconnoitring as a field-en-
gineer, failed to give the parole with sufficient promp-
titude when challenged by one of our sentries, and

- was shot dead in the darkness of the night.* It often

happened that officers on the look-out from exposed
positions, or passing from post to post, or showing
their heads above the breastworks of our batteries,
became special marks for the rebel artillery-men, and
narrowly escaped, if at all, with their lives.t ~ Among
the current Camp jokes was one to the effect that a
soldier had made it matter of complaint that, since
the Engineers had built up the parapets so high, a
follow at work in the batteries behind them could

® CaptainGreensill, Her Majesty’s T saw his horse ranning off, sud saw
Twenty-fourth Regiment, him on the ground, but he got up

+ 8te following sceount of the and walked on, and U sawbim riding
bursting of # shell, which nearly de- by just now, so I suppose he is
prived the Foree of one of the best "aot hurt, 1 was on the ‘General's
officers’ in it—Major Scott of the Mound’ at the time, and the explo-
Axtillery+ “Major Scott had a very sion drew my atteution, and we
NATOW escape %rnm a shell yester- leard aflerwards whoo it was, and
day: he was standing by his horse that a man of the Fusiliers had been
on the Ridge, looking through his wounded by.a piece of the shell,”—
glass, when o shell feil close by Wim  Zefters of Hervey Greathed.
and burst as it touched the ground.

Al L R T e
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only get shot in the head, One officer is stated by
the contemporary chroniclers of the Siege to have had
such a fancy for exposing himself in the embrasures,
that, in spite of repeated warnings from his comrades,
‘he was killed one day at his dangerous post.

The general cheerfulness of our People, in spite of
all dispiriting circumstances, was something wupon
which it is a pleasure to comment. Day after day
our officers met each other with bright faces, laughed
and joked, reciprocated kindly offices, and exchanged
the news of the Camp or the tidings brought {rom
a distance. There was ever alive amongst them a
warmth of good-fellowship, which nothing could

Q.

1867,
July,

Cheerfulness
of the Camp.

weaken or eool.  To make o friendly visit to the tent .

of a wounded or sick officer was a part of every
sound man’s duty, which he was sure not to neglect,
Such was the overflowing kindness shown to every
man who was down, that"if it had not been for the
eager desire to be at work again that animated all, it
would haye been a privilege to be upon the sick-list.
On fine evenings, when the sun was going down, the

sick and wounded were brought out from the tents .

on their beds and litters, thus to taste the fresh air,
to be exhilarated by the liveliness of the Camp, and
to commune with their ‘comrades, Officers and men
alike enjoyed this change. There was one, however,
the noblest sufferer of all, who would not permit
himself to be thus brought out of the privacy of his
tent, lest it should appear that he was parading his
wounds. :
Meanwhile, those, who were well, found great de-
light in the comradeship of their several Messes, and
seemed to enjoy the rough Bohemianism which ne-
cessity had substituted for the polite amenities of the
peaceful Cantonment, The rougher the ménage, the
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better the cheer. It has been recorded that in one
notable instance, when tablecloths came into use, a
good deal of the special jollity of the gathering was
scared away by their introduction. It does ‘ot
appear that at any time there was a scarecity of pro-
visions. * But many things, which had become almost
hecessities with our officers, fell short from thme fo
time, and were. painfully missed. Some were more
fortunate, or had more forethought; than others: but
what one Mess, or one man, missed, another was able
to lend him. Sometimes the supplies of beer or wine
were drunk out to the last bottle, and commonly
cach mewber of ‘a4 Mess was put upon an allowance
of drink ;* sometimes the last cigar was smoked, and
the generosity of a neighbour supplied the inconve:
nient want. There were no Sybarites' among them,
and even those who had been swont to fare sump-
tuously every day, weve thankful for what they got,
and laughed at the privations they were compelled to
endure. Good clothes, too, after ‘a while,  became
scarce in Camp. @ There was little regard for pro-
prieties of costuine, and men who had delighted to
walk daintily in fine linen, went about ‘in strange
costumes of flannel, half civil half military in‘their
attive, ‘and were fain to possess themselves of the
sccond-hand garments of their departed brethren,
Even the chief civil officer in Camp, Hervey Greathed,
was glad to get a pair of boots from his brother in
the Engineers;, and to buy the leavings of youny
Barnard’s toilet when he quitted Camp after his
father's death. And the Chaplain of the Foree has
told us how he was compelled to abandon all thotght

* The grealest’inconvenience of were sometinies sore pressed for
all was that no allowance was made diuner, and compelled to fall: back
for guests, and this limited hos- on Commissariat Beef.
pifality, = Btray amvivals in: Camp

L
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of ministering in appropriate clerical vestments, and
to go about clothed like s brigand.
“And whilst ourofficers thu»z met each other with
eheerful ‘sometimes radiant faces, the English soldier
| was quite jubilant. « “* I have been pleased wrote
‘one of ‘the bravest and best of the Delhi warriors,

o to observe the.cheerful tone displayed at all times by

our troops. ¥ never saw British soldiers in camp so
joyous. They walk and run about, in the afternoon
and evening, when the rain and Pandy are at vest, as
though they had nothing serious to do. ' Nor has it

ever oceirred’ to them that there was anything

doubtful in the conflict.” When off duty, the men
amused: themselves as in the most peaceful times,
playing ericket snd quoits, getting up pony races,
and invigorating themselves with gymnastics. There
was some talk of getting up rackets; but the old
cantonment racketscourt was in so exposed a situation
that it was thought by no means an improbable con-
fingency that ‘the: Enemy would take part in the
sport, and with: balls of & la.rfrer diameter than those
proper to the game. i

That the excitement of strong drink was much
coveted by the soldier 'y in the English Camp need
scareely be set down in the narrative; but, on' the

whole, it may be recorded in their honour that few

-outrages were committed under its influence.  The
wet season had set- in.  The lowering skies, the
drenching downfalls of rain, the constant damps, and
all the wonted accompaniments of such weather, at a
time when the activitics of service rendered sheltep
nnposa-,ll)]e not only had a depressing influence upon
men’s spirits, which rendered stimulants ever wel-
come to them, but had external results, in saturated

clothes and boots oozing with water, that justified, if

P
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they did not demand, a resort to such supposed cor-
rectives. There were some wise officers in Camp,
who thought that still better precautions might he
* taken; and when fever and ague were prevalemt '
among our people, bethought themselves of the value
of quinine, as a proplylactic, and were minded to
serve out a dose of it every morning to their men.
An Artillery officer, of whom frequent mention has
been made in this story of the Siege, when he found -
that his gunners demurred to imbibing ‘the bitter
draught, as no part of their military duty, told them
that no one who refused to take it should ever have:
an extra dram; and so they swallowed the quinine
for the sake of the rum which followed in the course
of the day.  And the result was, that scavcely a man
of this Company was knocked over by the fever of
the season, 3
Tidings from ~ During scasons of comparative quietade in Camp,
& distance. - ovws from the outer world was greedily sought and
eagerly discussed. There was little or no communi-
cation with the country below, and so far as the pre-
sent safety or future success of the Delhi Force was
affected by operations in the lower country, there
was little reason to concern themselves about thoge
distant events, tidings of which commonly reached
them crusied over with error; if not-in the shape of
substantial lies. Of the doings of the Governor-
General and Commander-in-Chief they knew, and
indeed cared, little or nothing.* Sir John Lawrence
was their Governor-General—their Commander-in-
Chief. They looked to the great Punjab Commis-
sioner for the means of taking Delhi, and with these

% I bave s letter before’ me, on the 26th of July, three weeks
written by the Military Secrolary to after General Barnard’s death, Go-
Government, {rom Couneil Cham er, vernment were ignoranb of that
Caleutta, from which it is plain that = event, oo
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means he was furnishing them with an energy of 1857,
self-denial beyond all praise. But the great work  Jul
*'.  which lay before our people on the Ridge, with all
igs toil and anxieties, its dangers and sufferings, did
not so engross men’s minds as to leave them mo
thought, no sympathy for their brethren who were
girt with peril elsewhere. Most of all they songht
news from Cawnpore and Lucknow, where Wheeler
and Henry Lawrence, threatened by an overwhelm-
ing enemy, were looking anxiously for succours from
below. = False tidings of the relict of Lucknow were
continually coming into Camp. It was said, time
after time, that Wheeler was safe, sometimes with the
addition that he was marching upon Delhi, and at,
others that the Sepoy regiments that had besieged
him were bound for that place. At a later period it
was reported (long before the first relief of Luck-
now) that Hayelock had fought a great battle with
Maun Singh and defeated him, had entered the Oude
capital, and that for three days the city had been
~ given up to plunder and slaughter. From Calcutta,
through some cireuitons channel, there came a report
that the Erench troops, forming part of the China
expedition, were coming to help us; and it was
rumoured in Camp that so great had been the excite-
 ment in London on the arrival there of news of the
revolt, that the populace had burnt the India House,
and hung the Directors up to the lamp-posts.
But tidings came at last, only too fatally true, thuf
the garrison of Cawnpore, with all our women and
children had been foully massacred, and that Sir
Henry Lawrence was dead. Tt is hard to say whether
the indignation excited by the one event or the sorrow
horn of the other were the stronger and more abiding
feeling. There was not a man in Camp who did not
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grieve for the great and good commander of the
Lucknow garrison ; and there were many who, loving: .
him as a father or a brother, shed such tears for himn
as they wonld have shed for the neavest and thé
dearest of their kin*  All fel¢ that one of the Pillars
of the State had fallen—Hpe?l_mps the stoutest and the
grandest of all—and that such a master in Isracl was
little likely to be seen again. In strong contrast to
the tender feelings and pathetic utterances which this
calamity called forth throughout tho general camp,
was the vehement eXasperation which the news of the
Cawnpore massacre elicited—the bitter hatred, -the
intense thirst of revenge. It was matural—it was
commendable. Those stern soldiers “did well to be
angry.” No such foul act as this had ever stained
the annals of British connexion with the Bast. The
foul tragedy of the “Black Hole,” which for a hun-
dred years had been cited as the great horror of hor-
rors, now paled beside the massacre of Cawnpores;
for the victims of Surajah Dowlah’s cruelty had been
strong men. And ever as the atrocity was discussed
in Camp, our people longed for tidings of the onward
march of Havelock and Neill; and yearned for the
coming of the day when the order would be given to
them to set the mark of the avenger on the guilty
city which had so long resisted and defied them.

It was not strange that, after this, the feeling ot
hatred against the coloured races, already strong in

% Oue officer tonchingly records
in lris jowrnal now before me: “Ido
indeed feel that I have lost & prop in
the world.” The same writer, o day
or two afterwards says: * In these
days of batile and death there is so
much to excite the mind, that one is
not lapg, by wny possibility, in tho
same vein of thought, but T felt
beaten  down when this sad tale

reached me.  Reflection brings lioing
to one (he sad publie loss whiel iiis
death oceasions,  Af any time Tndia
would mourn his (all, but now, whan
ghe so much needs his guidanes nud
Liis wisdom, the death of the soldier-
siatesman fills ‘all with grief, and
this fo the putting aside of personal
feeling. He was a rave specimen of
God’s handiwork *~A18. Journal,
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the British Camp, should have become wore vehe- 1857,
mient and outspoken. It showed itself in many ways. 7%
We were everywhere surrounded by Natives.  The
typical Pandsf whose name was in  every man’s
mouth, was the representative only of one of many
phases of Native humamty which were then ever
present to us. It was one of the most curious cha- ™

1
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ricteristics of this Mutiny-war, that although the
English were supposed to be fighting against’ the
Native races; they were in reality sustained and sup- |
ported by the Natives of the country, and could not  \
haye held their own: for a day without the aid of
those whom we hated as our national encmies, Not \
only were thes coloured races fighting stoutly upon
our side,* bnt thousands of non-combatants were \
sharing the dangers, without the glovies; of the siege,
and doing their appointed work with fidelity and
alacrity, as though there had never heen any rupture :
~-auy division of interests—any d(,parture from the f
normal state of things, as it existed in quict times. -
How utterly dependent upon Native Agency is the
exotic Kuropean; though sprung from the working :
classes, and in his own country accustomed to the }
performance of the most menial and laborious duties, {
is known to all who have dwelt in India for a week. ‘,-'"
If the labour of the people had been utterly lost to us, /
our power must have suddenly collapsed. The last
2o drop in the cup of domestic bitierness was the de-
sertion of our Native houschold servants. But a {
Family could do better without this aid than a com- f
pany of Infantry, a troop of IHorse, or a battery of !
: i

S

¥ “In camp,” wrote Wilberforce  Goorkalis, Coley’s (Coke’s 'Rzﬂcs)‘
Graathed fo My, Colvin (August 23, and ‘nklm are -all. popular, and,
1867), ¢ there is a feeling of con- think, all smart and useful.”
fidence in our Native troops. Guides,
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Artillery.* Without these Native attendants of various
kinds, our people would have had no food and no
drink. They could not have fed their horses, or
served their guns, or removed their sick. Both pubiic
and private servants, with but few exceptions, re-
mained trne to their employers throughout the siege,
and some displayed instances of rare personal devo-
tion.t It little matters what was the sgource of this
fidelity. It may have been that these people, ac-
customed to the domination of the English, satisfied
to move in the old groove, and sure of their accus-
tomed pay from month to month, never troubled
themselves to regard the national aspects of the
struggle, and, with characteristic hatred of change,
clung, therefore, to their old employments. But, of
whatsoever it was the grow'th, the fact was there;
and I am afraid that it was not sufficiently appreciated
by those who profited so largely by it. It has been
shown how the cook-boys, carrying the coveted
dinners to our picquets, were exposed to the merci-

less fire of the enemy, and how lightly their danger -

was regarded. This wag but one of many signs of
the little gratitude that was felt towards these service-

® The author of the “History of
the Biege of Delhi,” says: “There
were ten Natives for every European
in‘eamp. In every traop of Arfillery
there were four fimes as many Na-
tives as Kuropeans 4 in the Cavalry
fwo men for every horse; without
them the work eonld not go on.”

“f Take, for example, the follow-
ing, illostralive of the good und gal-
lant conduet of some of our Native

sk tiillory drivers, Tt is from a letter
addressed to the author: * When
returning from this day’s work, my
guns brought up the rear, and I had
to hold the mutincers in check,
picking up any of our wounded and

placing them on my limhers uniil
tliey could be provided for.  Oné of
my Native drivers was shof tlirongh
the leg and the bone broken helow
the knee.  He was riding one of the
leaders in the gun-team. T rade up
and teld him to stop the mun unfil
1 conld dismount him ; but he said,
¢ Kuch-purwan -neh ‘(never mind),
SBahib. 1 would sooner remain on my
horse with my gun.’ And he would
have remained had 1 not insisted on
dismounting him and placing him in
a dooly.  This was the sort of spirit
many of my Natives showed through-
out.”'—MS. Correspondence.
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able auxiliaries. But there was more than this

negative unkindliness.  For many of our people in

Camp, in return for the good services of the Natives,

gava back only the words and blows of contumely

ésﬁ&-‘-‘-i.nsu_lt more readily even than in quiet times.*®

These times were changed, but we were not changed

with them. The sturdy iron of the national character

~ was o inflexible that the heat of the furnace through

which we were passing had not yet inclined it to
bend. As arrogant, as intolerant, and as fearless as

-ever, we still closed our eyes to the fact that our lives

lay in the hollow of the hand which we so despised.

Even inthe midst of disasters and humiliationg, which

would have softened and enfeebled others, our pride
of race still upheld us, stern, hard, and immovable.

® The' following stalement is
inade by the author of the * Biege of .
Delli = “ 8o many sanguinary fights
and executions liad brutalised our
men, that they now regarded the life
of ¢ Nafive ns of less value than thab

«of the mennest of animals ; nor Lad

their officers endedvonred by precept
or sxample to correct them. . . .,
Men of lumanity were shocked, and
this made the tost veckless retleet.
V4w o The spitit of exasperation
which existed against Natives at this
time will scarcely be believed in
Burope.  Servauts, s class of men
who behaved, on the whole, througl-
out the mutiny with astonishing
fidelity, were treated even by many
of the officers with oufrageons
harshiness.  The men beat and ill-
ised them. In the batteries they
would make the bhieestios (water-
carriers), to whom they showed more
kindness than to the vest, sit ouf of
the works to pgive them water,
Many of the unforfunates were killed,
The “sick * syces, grass-cufiers; and
dooly-bearers, many of whom were
wounded in our seryice, lay for
months on the ground, exposed to
the sun by day and"the gold af night ;

and it waswith dificulty that one or
two medical men could get, for those
under their care, a few yards of
eanvas or a reed-hut under which
they might huaddle together, A
general massacre of the inhabitants
of Delhi, a large number of whom
were known to wish us success, was
openly proclnimed. | Bloodihirsty
boys might be leard recommending
that' all the Native orderlies, irre-
gulars, and ofher fpoorbeabs’ in
our camp should be shof. These
sentiment s were not those of all, nor
of the best and wisest; but few ven-
tured to gainsay them.”  Although
this is an anonymouns work, the
authorship is well known, and carries
sonie wc:'fht of authority with'it. I
am hound, however, to sy thal some
of my informants, to whom I have
referred with especial reference to
the alleged inhumanity of our peaple
towards the Natives in eamp, are dis-
osed to doubt whether it manifested
itself during the siege more strongly
than before the mutiny, Tt is suid
to have been only the old normal
state of things — unaliered, unre.
pressed,

1857,
July,
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And in spite of all human caleulations, and in defiance
of all reason, the very obduracy and intolerance,

which might have destroyed us in this conjuncture,

were in effect the safeguard of the nation. That

stubborn, unyi(,ldincr self-reliance; that caused the

noblest of our encmies to say that the English never

knew when they were beaten, had caused the Tndian !
races to believe that if a smgle white man were left

in the country, he would regain the Empire for his

race. And though it is 1mp0351b1(, for those who sit

deliberately in judgment upon such conduct towards

a subject people not to condemn it, the fact remains

that this assertion, this appearance of strength, was

strength in the midst of our weakness.

Memm]ulo within the walls of Delbi the national
character was shaping events with equ.tl force and
distinctness,  There were feebleness and izfesolution
and divided councils in high places, and’ clsewhere a
great antagonism of interests, internecine strife, op-
pression, and misery not to be counted. “-'hilst the
English were clinging together and moving as onc
man, the inmates of Delhi were dislocated and dis-
tracted. The Court, the Soldiery, the industrial in-.
habitants were in deadly feud the one with the other,
and as the numbers of our enemies increaged, their
difficultics also increased. A state of things had
indeed ariseén very fatal to the continfied supremacy
of the King, the circumstances of which will be de-
tailed in another chapter of this history.
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CHAPTER VI,

QUESTION OF THE ABANDONMENT OF PESHAWUR—VIBWS OF SIR fOIN DAW-
RENCE, COLONEL EDWARDES, AND GENERAL NICHOLSON-—FURTHER DIs-
ASTERS IN THE PUNIAB—HLLUM AND SEALKOTE—THE MOVABLE COLUAN
AEFALS OF THE TRIMMOO GEAUT— NICUOLSON AT DELUI—THF BAITLE OF
NUJUFGIUR, Y

Taw hope of tho Army befmc Delhi in the noble 1857,
efforts of Siv John Lawrence was nét doomed to be 3[“3‘"3“'5’
disappointed. It has been seen how he responded to 3} {,é‘ﬁfj‘iﬁ?
every call for reinforcements ; how, as time went on,
and the pride of the Mogul was still unbroken, the
great Punjab Commissioner was litle by little strip-
ping his province of its most reliable troops, until it
appeared to others that he was going too far in these
sacrificial efforts. A great conflict of opinion, in-
deed, had arisen among the leading intelligences of
the Punjab. To the chiefs of the great Peshawur
Couneil it seemed that the maintenance of the integ-
rity of the frontier was a paramount mecessity, to
whichi all other considerations should yield.  Before
the end of May Edwardes had written to the Chief
Cominissioner; saymg “Things seem to be settling
down in Hindoestan, and to be pretty safe thronghout
the Punjab, and I think that if you could in any
way manage, it would only be prudent to throw some
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%@:ﬁﬁ nore strength upon this point. For Peshawnr is

vital point, as it weve, and if we conquer here we ave
safe everywhere, whereas disaster here would roll
down the Punjab, It was absolutely mnecessary to
disarm the regiments; and yet it recoils on us, for we
want Native troops, . . . . . We must husband our
Kuropeans, and we do so.  We carry them about on
clephants and carts like children. If they want a
post-chaise per man they must have it. Can you not
think of any way to help us at this pinch? . . . You

us take our foot up, and we shall be stung to death.”

But the eyes of the Chief Commissioner were turned

in another direction, and far other thoughts were
pressing on his mind.  Peshawur seemed to him to
be a source of infinite weakness to the whole Empire.
Sir John Lawrence had cver held fast to the opinion

' that the recovery of Delhi was an object of such mag-

nitude, that all else was dwarfed beside it; and in
the stedfist pursuit of this object he was prepared
even to abandon the Peshawur valley, leaving it in
the hands of Dost Mahomed of Caubul in free and
friendly cession, and retiring within the line of the

- Indus. For Peshawur was ever a great blister to our

Huropean Army, drawing thither to the frontier
regiment upon regiment, and battery upon battery,
whose presence could not be dispensed with so long
as we: heldthose dangerous breadths of country
beyond the piver. To release these regiments from
the necessity of keeping watch and ward upon the

L.

 know on what a nest of devils we stand. Once Jet .

border would have been immense gain to us at such

a time. So Lawrence proposed, in the event of the
weakness of our European Army threatening with
failure the enterprise against Delhi, to invite the

# Colonel Edwardes to St Johu Lawrence, May 87,— L8, Correspondence,
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Ameer of Caubul to Peshawur, to ask him, in pur-
suance of his alliance with the British Government,
to occupy the valley with hLis troops, and finally to
promise that, if he should remain true to us, the
British Government would make over the coveted
territory to him in perpetuity.

To this effect, therefore, Lawrence wrote to .
wardes, telling him to consult Nicholson and Cotton
on the expediency of the projected movement. Tho
. letter was written on the 9th of J une. His Secretary
—Captain Hugo James, a man of great mental vigour,
‘capable in action as in council, ‘but who seems to
hiave shored the common fate of Secretaries, of whom
little more account is taken than of the pens they

wield, and to have received far less than the credit

which he deserved—-was startled by the proposal, and
recorded & memorandum against it, With charac.
teristic frankness and candour John Lawrence sent
1t on to Peshawur, adding « note to it in the follow.
i'ng'words : % Here is James’s view of the matter,
All appears to depend upon the ¢fin the third line, 1f
we can hold the Punjaub, doubtless we should retain

Peshawur.  But I do not think that we could do so.

Troops from England could not be in Caleutta before
October, and up here before December op January.
A retreating army which has not been-beaten can
command supplies. . . . . One thing appears to be
most certain, which is, that if disaster oceurs at Delhi,
all the Native Regulars, and some of the Irregulars
(perhaps many) will abandon ns. We should, then,
take time by the forclock.”

G

1857.
Juae,

Bug there was nothing in this to convinee the Protest of 1.
Peshawur Council. 'Nicholson had Jjust returned C“““’“’f o

from his first great raid, and he and Cotton con.
curred with Edwardes heartily in their opposition to
VoL, 1. 2R
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0 1857.  the project: “ We ( deardes, Nicholson, and bydney
Jure 1. Cotton),” wrote Edwardes on June 11, ‘“are unani-
mously of opinion that with God’s help we can and
will hold. Peshawur, let the worst come to the worst,
and it would be a fatal policy to abandon 'it and to
vetive across the Indus, It is the anchor of the
Punjab, and if you take it up the whole ship will
drift to sea, For keeping the mastery of the Punjab,
there are only two obligatory points—the Peshawur
valley and the Maunjha ; all the rest are mere depen-
dencies. Mooltan is valuable as the only practicable
-~ line of retreat to the sea; butif we hold on resolutely
to Peshawur and the Ma.un;ha, we shall never need
to retreat. If you abandon Peshawur, you give up
the Trans-Indus; and giving up the Trans-Indus, you
give up the homes. of the only other troops hesides
Europeans from whom you expect aid... .. The loyalty
of the Mooltanee Pathan border is a source of the
greatest comfort to us now, but what a blow to them
if we let the Afghans overrun the Derajat. And as to
a friendly transfer of Peshawur to the Afghans, Dost
Mahomed would not be a mortal Afghan—he would
be an angel-—if he did not assume our day to be goue
to India, and follow after us as an enemy. . . . Iu-
ropeans cannot retreat-—Caubul would come again!
. . We believe that at Peshawur and Lahore we can
rvide out the gale, if it blow big guns, till the cold
weather comes, and the English people send us a white

army, in whom (to use the slang of the day) ‘ implicit =
confidence’ can be placed.” “And again on the folloy-
ing day: “The more I think over your proposal ‘to
abandon Peshawur, the more fatal it seems; and I am
conyinced that whatever doubt may hang over our
attempt to hold it, the attempt to give it up wouldbe
June 20. certain ruin.” Eight days afterwards he wrote again;
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st '--gaélre earnestly : “ I dom’t know anything in this
war that has surprised me so much as the judgment
you have now formed on this subject. It is usecless
to're-discuss it ; but liearnestly hope you will neyer
have cause to propose it to Governmient, and that if
you do, Government may not consent, for I helicve
that the move would be more damaging than any
other we could make. As to deliberately giving up
the Trans-Indus, by choice as a boundary, on the
score of cxpense, it surpriscs me move and more, for
you aud I have often considered this matter, and I
always understood you to be convinced that the Indns
is not a practieable boundary, and that it would take
an, army of fwenty thousand men or more between
Attock and Mooltan, and never be secure,”

«To this the Chief Commissioner replied, earnestly
setting forth 'the advantages of concentrating the
British forces in the territories upon the hither side
of the Indus: “Here we are,” he wrote, * with three
European. vegiments, a large artillery, and some of
our best Native troops locked up across the Indus—
troops who, if at Delhi; would decide the contest in a
week. . What have we got for all the rest of the
Punjab?  ‘We have barély two thousand Buropeans.
L. doubt if we have so: many holding the posts of
Philour, Govindghur, and Ferozepore, Lohore, and
Mooltan. - ‘We:have not a man more with a white
face whom we can spare. We cannot concentrate
more than we' have now done, except by giving up
Rawul-Pindee, and eventually Peshawur.  Should
the Sikhs rise, our condition on this side the Indus
will “be well-uigh despervate. - With the Peshawur
force ‘on this side we should be irresistibly strong.
There was no one thing which tended so much to the
ruin of Napoléon in 1814 as the tenacity with which,
2R2

G

Reply of 8ir

John Liaw-
rence.
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after the disasters at Leipsic, he clung to the line of
the Elbe, instead of falling back at once to that of the
Rhine. He thus compromised all his garrisons
beyond the Elbe, and when he was beaten in the
field, these gradually had to surrender. But these
troops would have given him the victory had they
been at his side at Bentzen; and the other conflicts
which followed Leipsic.” :

On the evening of June 25 the Peshawur Com-
missioner received from Sir John Lawrence, at
Rawul-Pindee, a message in the following words:
“A severc action (at Delhi), apparently with little
result, on the 23rd. Bareilly mutineers en route to
Delhi.  Gwalior Contingent have mutinied. Agent
hag left. If matters get worse, it is my decided
opinion that the Peshawur arrangements should take
effect. ~Our troops before Delhi must be reinforced,
and that largely. They must hold their ground.”
On the receipt of this message, Edwardes, Cotton,
and James® met together in Council and determined
on another remonstrance against the project, which
from the first hour of its enunciation had so much
disturbed and alarmed them. The letters of the
Chief Commissioner were sufficiently perplexing, but
they suggested rather proposal and discussion than
immediate action, whilst the brief, expressive sen-
tences of the telegram indicated an intention to do
the thing and at once. The language, indeed, was
fast becoming the language of absolute instruection.
There was no time to be lost. The chief military and
the chief civil authority at Peshawur; therefore, put
forth severally energetic written protests against what
they believed to be so fatal a measure. - ““ We have

* Captain James had by this time Nicholson as Deputy-Commissioner
been ‘appointed to succeed Colonel at Peshawur,



