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the attractions of a beautiful mosque, i requiring no ordinary exertion of muscular 1 
was the Hall of Audience—the Dewan j strength, was occupied in writing a letter, |
Khass of the imperial palace of Delhi, J The hall was so obscure, that the richness j 
which, with its then accessories, cannot be of the decorations and. the great beauty of 

 ̂ more graphically presented to the reader the interior were not visible, until the’eye 
j than, in Mr, Russell’s own words:—11 We became accustomed to the darkness, and i 

drove horn the outer square under a high- penetrated through the accidents of the 
arched gateway, piercing one side of the place to its permanent and more pleasing j 

j huge block of buildings, into a smaller characteristics/ The magnificent pavement 1 
| square surrounded by fine edifices, con- has indeed been taken up and destroyed, 1 

nected by corridors and colonnades. The and the hand of the spoiler has been busy 
gates of this passage are remarkable for on the columns and walls of the divan; but j 

I massive construction, and for rich ornamen- still, above and around, one sees the solid |
J tation in brass and metal, The walls ou marble worked as though it had been wax, ' 

each side of it have been selected, by our and its surface inlaid with the richest, most 
• soldiery for the exercise of their graphic profuse and fanciful, and exquisite designs 
j talents ; and portraits of the- ex-king, with a in foliage and arabesque—the fruits and 

prodigious nose and heard, ornament more flowers being represented by sections of 
'■ : than one of the compartments. Ou emerg- gems, such as amethysts, cornelian, Wood- j 
I ing into the square, we saw, facing us, a stone, garnet, topaz, and various coloured ! 
i : long low building, white and clean-look- crystals, set in the brass-work of the deco- '

! ing, flat-roofed, aud raised above the level rations. Every one of the columns are.
I of the court, on an esplanade or terrace of thus decorated, and covered with inscrip- ,
| the same material as the building itself, tions from the Koran ; aud the walls have 

which we discovered to be marble. This is the appearance of some rich work from the |
| the Bewail Khass. It is 150 feet long, and 40 loom, in which a brilliant pattern is woven J 
| in breadth At each angle there is a grace- on a pure white ground, the tracery of rare i 

ful cupola which, in some degree, relieves and cunning artists. "When the hall was 
| the impression of meanness, caused by the clean and lighted up, and when its greatest j 
' flatness of the building. There was a bah- ornament, the Talct Taous, or Peacock 

| ! ble of voices in the Engli sh tongue resound- Throne, and the great crystal chair of state 
j | ing from the inside. On ascending by a were in the midst, the coup d’ceil must have 

| flight of steps four or five feet in height, to been exceedingly rich and beautiful. The I 
the terrace on which the Dcvvau Khass is crystal chair is still in existence; but I • 
built, and looking in through the wide, know not whether the peacock throne, 
arched doorways, or rather between the which cost one million and a quarter ster- 
rows of pillars on which the roof rests, we ling, fell into the hands of Nadir Shah or 

i saw anything hut the dazzling magnifi- of aorne smaller robber. I do not know,
I cence for which our reading had prepared however, what became of the bath cut out

■ | us. In fact, the hall was filled, mot with of a single block of agate, and beautifully j
j turbaned and jewelled rajahs, Mogul guards, carved, which was talked of all over Hiii- j
| and Oriental splendour; but with British dostan. Our soldiers broke it into pieces, i
j infantry in its least imposing and prepos- They were also very clever in poking out j
| seslsing aspect—namely, in its undress, and t' stones from the embellishments of the
| in its washing and purely domestic hours. IXwan Khass with their bayonets ; but that
| From pillar to pillar, and column to column, exercise of their talents is now forbidden.”
I extended, the graceful curves of the clothes- From this part of the ruined palace of 
| line; and shirts, and socks, and drawers the Moguls, Mr. Iiussell was conducted, by I

j : flaunted in the air in lieu of silkep banners, his friendly guide, to the apartments now ,
Long lines of charpoys, or bedsteads, appropriated to the use of the ex-king and :

i ■ stretched from one end of the ball to the his attendants; the visit to whom is thus j 
other; arms were piled against the columns; described:—“ We drove out of the court, and
pouches, belts, and bayonets depended from turned into along parallelogram surrounded

j the walls; and in thg place where .once by mean houses, in various stages ,of ruin, j
; blazed the fabulous glories of the peacock | Nearly all of them were shut up aud de- !

; 1 throne, reclined a private of her majesty's j sorted. The lower stories of others were
j 61st, who, with brawny arms bated to the! open, and used ns magazines of corn and 

i j shoulders, as if he were engaged in a matter! shops, for the encouragement of a sickly 
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traffic with the few miserable men ami j which the ex-king was labouring, induced ■ \ 
women who found shelter within the walls the visitors to turn into an. adjacent court, j ! 
of the palace. At one end of the court | where another scion of the royal house met I ! 
there is a fine tower, surmounted by cupolas. | their view. “ In one corner, stretched on a 1 !
In the apartments which were formerly oc- ! charpoy, lay a young man of slight figure j i 

| cupied by officers of the royal household, j and small stature, who sat up at the sound j j 
j are now lodged some of our officers, who do of our voices, and salaamed respectfully. i 

not find them very comfortable quarters. He was dressed iu fine white muslin, and 
Sentries of the Ghoorka' rifles, or of her had a gay yellow and blue silk sash round j j 
majesty's 61st regiment, are on duty in his waist; his head was bare, exhibiting the • j 
every court. Within the walls of this curious tonsure from the forehead to the I ! 
palace there was a population of more than top of the head, usual among many classes !
5,000 souls, of which no less than 3,000 in the east; bis face, oral and well shaped, I |

j were of the blood-royal, and descendants of was disfigured by a very coarse mouth and
Timour-lnng, who had sunk into a state of chin ; but his eyes were quick and bright, , ;

| abject debasement, and of poverty mire- if not very pleasant in expression. Bv the '
deemed by self-respect or by usefulness, side of his charpoy, stood four white.
We turned out of tins court near the tower tunicked and turbaned attendants, with ; j
by a breach made iu the wall of some houses, folded arms, watching every motion of the
aud, passing over the bricks, came to a large young gentleman with obsequious anxiety,
garden in a state of utter neglect, and overrun ' One of them said,'He is sick;’ and the '
with weeds ; in which were t. cra?sy kiosk and > commissioner gave directions that he should ^
some tottering outhouses or offices. Seve- lie down again; and so, with another salaam, j
ral soldiers, some on duty, others lounging Jumna* Bukht—for it was in the presence
about their piled arms, were stationed close of that princely offshoot of the house of I
to the breach in the wall, at the foot of a Delhi that we stood—threw himself on his !

! rude stone staircase, some twelve or fifteen back with a sigh, and turning his head
! feet in height, which led from the garden towards us, drew up the chudder or sheet j

to the top of one of the houses of the court, of his bed, to his face, as if to relie re himself I
or enclosed space of the palace, through of our presence. * * * The indispa-
which we had just passed. The staircase aition of the king at length abated, and we I
was intended to form a communication be- went into the passage. Ho was stilt gaspinw
tween the rear of the house and the garden; for breath; and replied by a wave of the hand I
and, ascending it, we found ourselves iu a and a monosyllable to’ the commissioner 
small open court at the top, which was That dim-wandering-eyed, dreamy old man |

: formed by the flat roof of the house, and with feeble hanging’nether lip, and toothless 1
which might have been designed for another gums, was lie indeed one who had conceived 

j story, as the side walls were left standing, that vast plan of restoring a great empire—
I Two sentries were on duty at the doorway who had fomented the most gigantic mutiny '

I of tllls httle court at the top of the stairs, m the history of the world; and who from : 
and several native servants were in attend- the walls of‘bis ancient palace, had hurled ! 
mice inside. defiance, and shot ridicule upon the race

In a dingy, dark passage, leading from that held every throne in India in the I 
the open court or terrace in which we stood, hollow of their palms? Who could look i 
tu a darker room beyond, there sat crouched upon him without pity ?—yes, for one instant 
on las haunches, a diminutive, attenuated pity, till the rush of blood in that pitiless i 
old man, dressed in an ordinary and rather courtyard swept it from the heart! The ! 
dirty muslin tunic, his small lean feet bme, passage iu which he sat contained nothiu- ! 
and L,s head covered by n small thin that I could see but a charpoy, such at 

I ,<:;mbr!C ,SHU CT  . „ ius indlvidual was those used by the poorest Indians: the 
Jie actual descendant of the mighty Tiraour, old man cowered on the floor on his crossed 
into whose presence, little more than a year legs, with his back against a mat, which was 
previous, no one dared penetrate until suspended from doorway to doorway, so as 
many forms had been observed, and upon to form a passage about twelve feet wide by 
petition addressed to his majesty the king twenty-four in length. Inside the mat we j 
of the world, oy the resident, through a heard whispering, and some curious eyes | 
great officer of state. At the moment a t glinted through the mat at the strangers.
sentiment of delicacy for the infirmity under I informed us that the kirn' was not quite (
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^  alone. He seemed hut little inclined for mitted, in so far as their conduct may have 
conversation; and when Brigadier Stisted, led him to imagine that success in his j
who was with us, asked hint how it was he designs was feasible. In what way did the j
had not saved the lives of our women, majesty of Britain present itself before the | 
he made an impatient gesture with his last of the house of Tirnour ? With all the j 
hand, as if commanding silence; and said, grandeur of a protecting power, and the 
‘ I know nothing of it. I had nothing dignity of a conquering state? No. At 
to say to it/ His grandchild, an infant! least with the honest independence of an 

j a few months old, was presented to us; and j honourable equality? No. Our represen- 
some one or two women of the zenana tative, with ‘ bated breath and whispering 
showed themselves at the end of the passage; humbleness/ aye, with bare feet and bowed 
while the commissioner was engaged in head, came into the presence of our puppet

| conversation with one of the begums, who king. More than that, the English captain
j remained inside the curtain, and did not of the palace guard, if summoned to the

let us see her face.” presence of the king, as he frequently was,
The portrait of the fallen majesty of had not only to uncover his feet, hut was 

j ! Delhi, as drawn by Mr. Russell, may have not permitted to have an umbrella carried 
i been at the time scrupulously life-like, but over his head, or to bear one in his own,
; , it is far from prepossessing. That gen hand, while proceeding through the court- 
| tleman observes—“ I tried in vain to let my yards—a privilege permitted to every officer

imagination find out Timour in him. Had of the royal staff This was the case in the 
; it been assisted by diamond and cloth of time of the last resident, up to the moment of 

gold, and officers of state, music and cannon, the revolt, and in the time of the last captain 
and herald and glittering cavalcade, and of the guard, up to the time of his assas- 
embroidered elephantry, perhaps I might sination !” Surely if we contrast this abject 
have succeeded; but 5s it was, I found—I submission within the walls of the palace, 
say it with regret, but with honesty and with the haughty and irritating assumption 

; truth—I found only Holywell-street 1 The of superiority that pervaded European 
i ; forehead is very broad indeed, and comes society without those walls, proclaiming 

out sharply over the brows; but it recedes hourly a liviug lie to the astute people of 
I at once into an ignoble Thersites-like skull; India, we have little cause to feel surprise 

in the eyes were only visible the weakness at the consequences of our own conduct, 
j of extreme old age—the dim, hazy, filmy characterised as it had been by duplicity 

l | light which seems about to guide to the great and arrogance.
| i darkness; the nose, a noble Judaic aquiline, Of the actual condition of the once impe- 
i | was deprived of dignity and power by the rial city at the time of Mr. Russell’s visit,
| loose-lipped, nerveless, quivering and gasping and its probable future, the following re- 
' ! mouth, filled with a flacid tongue; but marks by him are pertinent, and may be 
| from chin and upper lip, there streamed referred to when the history of its pristine 

j a venerable, long, wavy, intermingling magnificence shall he contrasted with the 
| J mustache and heard of white, which again desolation that, at no distant period, is j 
I all but retrieved his aspect. His hands likely to succeed it;—“ Although, in the !
I and feet were delicate, and fine, his garments very environs of Delhi, there are striking 

! scanty and foul. Recalling youth to that evidences of the power of man over the I 
j decrepit frame, restoring its freshness to that work of his hands, and of the possibility 

sunken cheek, one might see the king of completely destroying vast cities, it re­
glowing with all the beauty of the warrior mains to be seen if such strength lies in the 
David ; but as he sat before ns, I was only hands of civilisation, and whether it did not 
reminded of the poorest form of the Israel- pass away with the race of barbaric cou- 

i itish type, as exhibited in decay and penu- querors. Delhi is, or was, famous for its 
j ! rious greed in its poorest haunts among geld and silver embroidery, and its worked 

us.” In the following sentences, which shawls and laces; but that trade is already 
| | occur towards the end of Mr. Russell’s most withering. The mechanics, it is trufc, res- 
I ! interesting narrative, there is food for refiec- cued their quarter by a ransom, some of j 
j ! timi, and it may he, also, just cause for regret: which has been remitted to them, Out only j

1 —“I could not help thinking, as I looked some half-dozen of these skilled artisans are j j
i on the old man, that our rulers were some- now permitted to remain in the town ; and | 

what to blame for the crimes he had com- thus the trade will die out, or seek shelter .

■ 1....................-------------------------
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elsewhere. Th® ‘Delhi jewellers have be- meut to decay ol its palaces and temples* bad | 
come pedlars and packmen. One of these been overruled • and that, instead of utter i 
people, a famous engraver, who has the neglect, the prospect of a. more cheerful 
names of crowned heads ia Europe, and future had already dawned upon the once 
many great Indians, in his book of customers, imperial city. Thus, by the beginning of j 
showed us the impression of a seal made October, the old fort of Selimghuv had been ! 
for the ex-king of Delhi; and added, that he effectually repaired, the magazine removed i 
had to summon him to the court of law into the palace, and two heavy batteries 

j before he was paid for his labour. An were in progress of ‘erection near the latter,
, itinerant jeweller, who displayed as part of to command the Cbandnee Chouk. The !
I his valuables certain worthless bits of paper, railway, which was to have been diverted 
; in the shape of promissory notes from from the city, had been again marked out 
| English officers and ladies, to pay certain upon the plan to follow its original track; | 

sums of rupees and interest which he as- and, on the whole, it became doubtful whe* I 
| sured us he never received, was one of ther, instead of demolition and abandon- i 

the greatest sufferers by the revolt. 'What merit, there was not to be restoration and 
could I do?’ said he; ‘the sepoys rushed in aggrandisement for Delhi, 
at once, and guarded the gates. Had I Before resuming the narrative of current 
tried to get out, I should have been robbed events in the progress of the war, from July 
and killed. So I had to remain, and the to the close of the year, it may be permitted 
sepoys came and took all mv jewels. Then to refer to a most interesting letter respect- 

: the siege began j and then the English took ing the final disposi tion of the Europeans 
j the city, and your soldiers broke in, and murdered at Lucknow, on the 19th of the 
j cleared off what the sepoys had left.’ The previous November. The communication 

people say that Delhi will riever recover the was dated ft m Lucknow, August 23rd, ! 
siege, do what we like; and that it will not 1858, and was as follows;— 
be much affected, one way or other, by any “As anything tending to throw light on i 

| effort of ours to make it prosperous, or the the fate of some of our helpless countrymen i
I reverse. ‘You will not act/ they say, *like is always interesting, I give you the follow- ;

i j the Malirattas or the Persians. You will not ing particulars of the disposal of the remains |
destroy holy places which they spared, or of Sir C. M. Jackson, Captain Orr, and

j  waste the people with universal massacres; Sergeant-major Norton,-}-ns related by a |
but the thousands who depended on the Madrassee who came with Havelock’s force i
court of Delhi are gone for ever. You close to the relief, and was one of the few with !
the city gates against all but a few; and General Neill when that officer was killed— j
there are none now who care for Delhi, himself escaping by rushing into a house
except those to whom it would be a sacred held by the sepoys, and declaring he was of [
place, if all its buildings were razed to the the Sweeper caste, and faithful to the be-

j ground.’ ”* gum. This man states, that the unfortunate j j
I However this may have been as it con- gentlemen were killed on the 19th of No- j j
! cerns the native population, it is quite clear vember, the day Sir Colin Campbell relieved
| that the policy which recommended the the garrison; and that their bodies were left

demolition of the fortifications of the city, lying about one hundred yards outside the !
the divergence of the intended railway, the gateway of the Kaiserbagh. After the 1
levelling of the city gates, and the abandon- chief bad retired, the Madrassee, with other

*  la  closing (be remarks connected with D elhi, of sculptured stone, as high as S t . Paul’s, and en- :
M r. Bussell says—“ I  shall not attempt a description graved like a fine gem from the base to the summit, i
o f the city— of its grand canal— of the mosques— o f My infirmities, however, prohibited the attempt, 1
the historical spots sacred to Mussulmans— of the very fortunately for myself; for it appeared that a
ruins of the ancient city some miles away— of the leopard had taken up his residence in a recess in  i
fantastic grandeur o f  the K ootu b, or of the great the dark interior staircase, and that he had, on the

j mausoleums, where, as a small stone in a huge very previous day, attacked and nearly killed a  !
j setting, repose some famed members of the imperial native at the foot of the pillar. Safta J  ung’s tomb t
i house of the M o g u l; —among which, the investiga- was also the residence, at this tim e, of a '"ger or j I

tio n s o f  the inquiring traveller may sometimes re- leopard, which carried off several goats and sheep, !
j ceive very peremptory and characteristic interrup- and had eaten some bullocks; but none of our party j

tion. The morning I  visited the Kootub, I had a were in a condition for hunting, and the tiger (or 1
great wish to climb the interior o f the fan- ourselves) escaped.”—  Vide Letter o f special co rn s -  1 <
tastic and extraordinary monumental pillar which pendent, o f the Tim es, Sept. 3rd, 1858. 
stands in the midst of the ruins— a tapering cylinder f  See ante, pp. 93 , 94.
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i prisoners, was brought oat to bury the the direction of the Chuttur Munzilj but j I
1 remains. They were tied arm to arm ; and here Captain Hutchinson was completely
• in the waistcoat pocket of one of them, foiled. The first day the carpenters main- ! j

described as a short person, a prayerbook tained no trench had existed there at all; j j
was found. Another had a jingal bullet and, on the second, imagined they recollected ; I

] sticking in the left side. All the bodies a trench, but that it had been completely ! i
I were dressed in European clothes, excepting swallowed up, and dug out in the vast canal

one, who wore native shoes. A. leathern the mutineers dug round the Kaiserbagh,
helmet-shaped hat lay near another. All in their last fortifications thrown up. Th j
three were- in a-row, lying on their backs : ground was examined very carefully; but 
their faces and hands were so black from the bones of our murdered countrymen 
decomposition, that at first the Madras see were not found. It was certain, however, 
thought they must he natives. A trench that the locality was within fifty yards 
was near; and, according to orders, he either way. As they then stood at the 
helped to untie their arms, and assisted to junction of two or three newly-formed 
place them in it. They were interred one roads, it lias now been decided to raise a !
above the other, and the hat and book monument on the spot, with an inscription, j
placed on the body of the uppermost. The recording the names, and the words, ‘ Vic-
sepoys looking on were indulging in jests ; tims of 1857/ The last rites could not be j
addressing each other, they inquired who performed; but the prayerbook on the ;

! these great men were. One said they were uppermost body silently w hispered the
new governors ; when the others shouted, Christian burial-service for the dead.”

] ’ Oh yes—this is the governor of Madras . It will be remembered, that a force, under
j that of Bombay; and tiie other of Bengal! Sir Hope Grant, marched from Lucknow
I This was the burden of their song till on the 21st of July, for the purpose of oe- 
; : mother-earth took its own unto herself copying Fyzabad, and also , of relieving 
| i again; but the bright spirits that once Maun Sing, who was then beleaguered in 
| ! dwelt within those perishable tenements, his fortress of Shahgunge by a large rebel 
j were for ever, beyond any earthly require- force. Both these objects were accom- 

jment. On receiving the above information, glished; but while the English troops were 1
| Captain Hutchinson, the military secretary yet fourteen miles from Fyzabad, the rebel |

to the chief commissioner, determined to commanders broke up their army into three j 
find, if possible, the last resting-place of the divisions, and decamped with such haste, ; 
brave men thus mercilessly sacrificed to that the troops had no chance whatever of : 
sepoy vengeance; aud taking with him the coming up with them. The first and second 
Madrassee, they started on the search from of those divisions, it was ascertained, bad 
a gateway of the Kaiserbagh, which the taken the direction of Sultanpore, on the 

I man recognised as the one near which the Goomtee; and a column was forthwith dis- 
| gentlemen were murdered. After a long patched, under Brigadier Horsford, in pur- 
j search, and much conversation with native suit. The force arrived before Sultanpore 
! carpenters and masons, who bad apparently on the 12th of August, and, on the follow- 

seen the last fortifications constructed, he ing day, after a strong resistance, it occu- 
ascei'taincd the spot where a house had pied the town; and, having driven the rebels 
stood, under cover of which the Madrassee across the river, shelled them on the oppo- 1 
remembered crouching on his way to inter site bank. As they were not pursued by |

| the bodies, and from which point he hoped the brigadier, they regained courage, and j ! 
to trace his next landmark—a kutcha wall, returning to the bank of the Goomtee, j |
After digging and clearing away much rub- opened a severe fire on the town; their j ;

| ! bisli, everything was found as described by main body, under the command of the 
; the Madrassee. Then came the difficulty of Amaithee rajah, and said to be 16,000 i 

| | tracing a mud wall, along which he bad strong, being at Hosseinpore, four miles 
i ' gone, until he reached a trench, in which west of the English position at Sultanpore. j 
| the bodies were interred. The carpenters At this place, a chief of importance, named • 

remembered the existence of a wall; but Beni Madho, joined the rebel army, and ' 
not the least trace of it now remained. At called upon the talookdars of Bunswara to 

i length a point was decided on to which it oppose the Sultanpore column, 
ran, when the Madrassee declared that the On the 29th of July, General Grant 
sought-for trench lay about thirty feet in entered Fvzabad, and, on the 30th,, Maun
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| j Sing, who had been relieved at Shahgunge, wrongs was indeed magnanimous; he bad ! 
came into the camp. Of this individual, no sooner been released from captivity, than ‘ 
who occupied an important position through- he exerted himself to provide for the safety j 
out the progress of the revolt, the following of English fugitives from Fyzabad, twenty-
details may be considered interesting. A seven of whom he conveyed to his fortress j

. few years previous, two brothers, Bncktawar at Sbahgunge, and there protected them |
! j Sing and Dursun Sing, were in the military until the taint of rebellion infected his own
j service of the nawab, Saadut Ali Khan, of people; when be informed the officers under
| ' Oude—the second-named holding a com- his roof, that the troops were clamorous for

maud under the chucldedar of the Fyzabad their lives, and he could no longer protect I i
i i district. He there married the daughter them, though he would answer for the safety ; j
! 1 of a Brahmin, Gunga Misar; and his first of the women and children.* Ultimately | j
I ; net was to eject his father-in-law, and seize the whole of the fugitives were put on j I

, upon his village, which thus became the hoard some boats secured by him for the
foundation of the “Bainaiaah,” or pur- purpose, and were conveyed down the river

j 1 chased estate, as Maun Sing's dominions to Gopalpore, where they continued in
| ; arc generally styled, in reference to the safety until they could be forwarded to 1
! supposed mode of acquisition, and as con- Allahabad. In September, the importance ; j

trusted with territory passing by adoption of bis friendship appeared manifest to the
or descent. From tins small beginning, government; and, on the 12th of that

i Dursun advanced till lie reached the dignity month, the governor-general in council, by
of chucldedar; and, after adding one by a telegram to Genera! Outran), referred to j

j one to his villages, left at his death avast the chief in the following terms:—
territorial property to his son, Maun Sing,
who, at the period of the outbreak, was the “Maun Sing may be assured, that if he continues I I 
recognised owner of 761 villages. An indi- *° ff‘VB th? covernor-general effective proof o f  his 1

1 , , , ....• _  r t , -  ........”  + i,„* i ______  tidelity and good-will, bis position m Oude will be a t ; ivuli ( possi '.tug the, mfluepp, that so large ieMt as good as it was before the British govern- ;
& p ro p e r ty  n a tu r a l ly  in v e s te d  h im  w ith , w as ment assumed the administration of the c o u n t r y ; 1
n o t  one to  b e  r a s h ly  ir r i ta te d , an d  c e r ta in ly  while the proprietors in Oude, who have deserted 1

1 n o t  to  b e w a n to n ly  in ju r e d  ; an d  vet, in  t*le government, will lose their possessions.
1856, f ;v,», preceding the outbreak, tins I

, man, 'w as chased out ot Ins estates by a are confirmed, and shall be fully redeemed. None, :
! regiment of the Company’s cavalry, upon a however, have been reported to me.”

plea of default in payment of a head-rent or
assessment to government, which he oh- Almost immediately after this communi- 
jected to as enormous and unjust. This cation, it seems that Maun Sing, instigated i 

j affront was in some way or other condoned, by a report no doubt purposely spread to
! aud he returned to one of his residences entrap him into hostilities with the govem-

j hear Fyzabad, where he continued Until ment, collected a large body of troops, and; !
symptoms of disaffection among the troops placing himself at their head, was said to 1

1 at that station became apparent. At that have joined the forces of the begum at ;
| time he was upon the most amicable terms Lucknow. There is no proof that he ac- j

: witb the English authorities, and had tually joined, or that he personally took an j |
■ offered to secure the safety of the women active part in, any operations of the rebel

! | »**<! children of the station, in the event of army, although it was rumoured that a por- i 1
; their being imperilled. Unfortunately this tion of his followers manned a battery ; [

j i moment was choscii by the chief comrnis- against the Bailie guard, until its relief by
i sioner at_ Lucknoŵ  to renew the insult of General Outram on the 25th of September, j j
| ; the previous year, by placing him under This conduct of the rajah was afterwards
! ; arrest, as “ a, suspicious person, likely to be explained, as appears by the following com- j j
• i troublesome in the then state of the coup- munication from Captain Bruce, for Major- j j 

try." From this indignity, he was, after general Outram, to the governor-general:— ;
! j much difficulty, released, at the earnest
I i s o l ic i ta t io n , a n d  u p o n  th e  p r o te s t ,  o f  th e  (Telegraphic.) “  Cawnpore, October 21st, 1667. ! j

; s u p e r in te n d e n t  c o m m is s io n e r  a t  F y z a b a d  “ Rajah Maun Sing has wrinen to me, with
I I w h o  appreciated the value of his friendship for General Outran,, The purport o f these j

: , . , 1 * . . ‘ . ,  , , r  is as follows:— Savs he never intended to go to
| at the crisis to o  evidently approaching. Lucknow at all, had nut the ranee of the late 

: j Maun Sing’s revenge for the unprovoked * gee voi,; p
i L  S 8 2  *  :

i;,
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Raiah Bnktaww Bing, been seized there by the d r a w n ;  b u t  le a r n in g  t h a t  t h e  h o n o u r  o f  bin 
I rebels.* He went with Mr. Guhhins’ (of Benares) so v e re ig n  (fo r  su c h  t h e  k in g  o f O u d e  s t i ll  
i sanction to rescue her; he could not get away until w -until h is  a lle g ia n c e  h a d  b e e n  fo rm a lly  
i all the rebels opposed the British at Aluinbagn; le t r a n s fe r r e d  to  t h e  E n g l is h  g o v e r n m e n t)  W as 
I seized this opportunity of rescuing her, making every w a n s te r re o . w  u u ,  o  r  b w ild  lic e n s e
! arrangement to move back twenty cobs from Luck- l ik e ly  to  b e  im p e r ille d  b y  th e  w ild  lic e n se

now. He swears -on his oath, up to this time, he 0 f  a c o n q u e r in g  a rm y , h e  a g a in  c a m e  fo r ­
did not connect himself with the rebels. I t  was Ward  to  p r o te c t  th e  in v io la b il i ty  o f  t h e  1 

: willed Ins name now should be connected with z e n a n a  n o n e  Gf  th e s e  a c ts  c a n  w e t r a c e  
: the rebels, and himself fall under displeasure, of f r ^ W i n n  f  w n i * _  to  th e  B r i -  ! !

government thus. He suddenly heard the rebels a n y  fa ir  in d ic a t io n  01 f to T U ltJ  tc  t l  .
were defeated, end the British, attacking the place, tisfa. According to the testimony of Mr. 
were about to disgrace his majesty’s seraglio. He R eiss ,t  Maun Sing Stood  i ll  th e  first rank, 
at once marched to protect it, for he had .eaten the a m o n «. th e  m o s t  d is tin g u is h e d  of the “  in -  

! king’s salt. I f  the general views with justice h is » , ,  . .  • i „ j  th e  m o s t  powerful
! actions, ha will see that he did not join the rebels, m r g e n t  ( , )  r a ja n s , alia t  te  m ost, p o t n n i u  |

He protected the British authorities in bis district, lan d ed  b a ro n s  oi th e  k in g d o m  id O u d e ; a n d  , 
and could not keep himself aloof from protecting th e  te s tim o n y  o f  t h a t  a u th o r , w hich  )»  c e r -  [  ̂

j the king’s honour. Now he is ready to obey all ta in ly  n o t m a rk e d  b y  a n y  s tro n g  b ias in  
government, orders; and if his vakeel» life be spared, £  0 f  th e  ch ief, e x o n e ra te s  h im  fro m  
he will submit the whole facte; he hopes the general * f OIU ^  M  |
will let him know his design, that he may carry th e  c h a rg e  o f  a c tiv e  co  - o p era  t o n  in  th e  
it out. reb e llio n . H e  sa y s— “  D u rin g  th e  w hole o f

"T o  this letter I sent the following reply:— ‘ I  th e  s ieg e , I  believe h is tro o p s  ( 1 0 ,0 0 0  in
have received your letter and inolosure for General -iu m \3e!t.v n e v e r a id ed  t h e  o th e r  in s u rg e n ts  1

1 UStJtJSSt^JZ &S. U tZ  »  M r  o p e ra tio n s  a g a in s t  , b a t  p r e -
! an<i you ought to have known that those of the serv ed  a  s o r t  o i  a rm e d  n e u tr a l ity . M r .  |

king \vouW°not have been dishonoured. I  have B e e s  fu r th e r  s ta te s , th a t ,  “  s h o r tly  a f te r  S i r
written to-day to General Out ram, who is now in j am ea O u tr a m ’s a s s u m p tio n  o f  th e  c o m - 
the Lucknow residency; and in the meantime, u f  , n  i jv m  f o rc e  M .iu n  S i n e
you are really friendly to the British government, f » n d  o t t h e  U u tl® 3 C.1C1 T J ;
you are desired at once to withdraw all your men s e n t  a  m e s s e n g e r  to  him -, O fle im g  to  m e d l-

I from Lucknow, and communicate with the chief a te  w ith  t h e  r e b e l  g o v e r n m e n t for th e  s a fe ty  j
commissioner. I  have sent to tell your Vakeel, that Qf  t j , e  p r is o n e rs  i ll  i ts  h a n d s , an d  S t ip u la t in g ’ j

; i f  he likes to con. j in and see me, he *»U meet with g u a r a n te e , as th e  p r ic e  o f  h is  d o in g  so ,
no in jury.— The vakeel has since come, and having .  > ,  , L .  . e  eb r i w i< ,i ,  t W
expressed his master’s willingness to comply with a n d  f ig h tin g  o n  t h e  s id e  o l th e  B i i t i s h ,  t h a t  .

i the twins of my letter, departed for Lucknow.” h is own life w ould be sp ared , am i all his j
estates be restored. He was told to with- 

That Maim Sing was truthful in his ! draw his troops and return to his estate, 
j avowal of motives, and non-participation in Government was generous, and would no 

the objects of the rebels, may be fairly in - ! doubt act well towards him; but he must 
ferred from the following passage in a"tele-1 trust to that generosity alone. _ After this,” 
gram from the lieutenant-governor of the observes Mr. Rees, “ Maun Sing had the 

I Central Provinces, to the governor-general, insolence to offer to escort our women, chu- j
j i Bated on the 113th of the month:—“ Nana dreu, and wounded to Cawnpove, with his i
! ! Sahib has returned from Lucknow to Put- 10,000 m en! This would have been like j .
I j tehpore Chowrassie, opposite Bithoor, hav- entrusting the safety of a flock to a wolf, .j

inct had a turn-up with Maun Sing before he W e had learned to distrust natives now.
*  So much for opinion on the spot. To a dis- j j

At any rate, it cannot be denied that tant observer it might appear possible, that j 
there was, throughout the entire conduct of whatever seemed doubtful or unfriendly <*>u 

I this chief, a glow of chivalrie disinterested- the part of this powerful chief, could have 
ness and recklessness of personal safety that fairly been attributed to the distrust of him j 
eminently distinguished him from others of unworthily manifested at the early stage of j  
his influential countrymen. He had ren- the revolt, and never entirely concealed 
dered to the Company’s government benipts even in the face of his most generous aud j 
for insults Offered and unatoned fo r : he disinterested services. I
had protected its fugitive subjects; and he By the middle of September, the general

I j had now advanced in arms towards Luck- aspect of affairs in Oude was considers 
j v.ow to rescue a female relative from the satisfactory; and with the exception ot tne j 

hands of the rebels, arid had then with- military operations then progressing m ! ie 
* The lady referred to was a widow of the uncle f  Personal N arrative o f  the Sieije o f  Lucknow, 

of Maun Sing. See preceding page. p. 265. g8y
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I neighbourhood of Sultanpore, matters looked so with safety by the numerous bands' of i 
| | hopeful. The districts then in the hands of rebels that were scattered over the court- |

| the British were represented as lying in an try. The great event, however, to which !
| ellipse, of which Lucknow and Durriabad all eyes were now directed, was the ap- ' t 
I were foci— the ends of one diameter being proaching campaign in Oude. I t  was 
I Cawnpore and Fyzabad, which cities were naturally assumed, that the plan of that 

situated almost due east and west of each campaign had been formed by the com- j 
| other. The civil jurisdiction of the govern- mander-in-chief upon principles that would l 
| ment extended, on an average, to about lead to the most successful results; but it j 

twenty-five miles round Lucknow, and was also remembered that the tactics of the 
[ nearly the same distance round Durriabad; enemy were to avoid any grand operations, 
j  and the line of communication was uninter- and to harass and wear out the European f

rupted from Cawnpore to Fyzabad, border- troops by an incessant repetition of forced
ing upon the Goruckporc district in the marches and tedious and desultory engage- 1 j
North-West. Province. To the south of mints in a country difficult of passage; apian 1
this region, the rebels, under different which would necessarily render the fbrthcom-
leaders, and in various districts, numbered ing campaign oneof extreme embarrassment. |

' in the aggregate about 45,000 men and 30 | The great, problem to be solved was, not j
guns; and to the north were the forces of how to defeat the enemy, but how to reach ! j
the begum and her partisans, the sum of them, spread as they were over a vast ex- j

: whose power was represented by about tent of country, interspersed with wide arid : j
j 00,000 men and 50 guns. These numbers interminable jungles and intricate passes, j |
i were exclusive of about 6,000 men under and studded with fortresses in every direc-
j Balia Bao, at Bareiteh, and such gathering tion—under circumstances, also, that ren- !

5/ as might still adhere to the Nana Sahib, dered it next to impossible to bring the
who had esconced himself in the fort of rebels to bay, and at the same time to pro- |

i Churdn, in the north-east of Oude. It was serve the European soldiers from the loci- ! !
therefore .evident that some heavy, work mating effects of exposure to the sun. - Wis-
was still before the British troops, when the dom and energy were, however, paramount I !

| arrival of cold weat her should enable them both in the council-chamber and the camp; , j
i to resume operations of magnitude in the and the hearts of the loyal in India and in j !
1 open field. Among the villagers and towns- Europe, were calmed by the assurance that !

people matters were quietly settling down, the direction of affairs was in the hands of , j
and many of the chief zemindars appeared men whose past achievements indisputably I

1 desirous to send in offers of submission entitled them to all confidence as to the
I | and allegiance; but were prevented doing ■ future. 1 jN

' I

' i [CHAPTER X IV . I i
■ ; i !

CALCUTTA ; UNPOPULARITY OF LORD CANNING ; PETITION FOR H IS RECALL; POLICY OF HIS GOVERNMENT.}
I TRIBUTE TO SHI HENRY LAWRENCE; ARRIVAL OF TROOPS FROM ENGLAND ; FINANCIAL DIFFICULTIES OF : I 

IH K  INDIAN GOVERNMENT ; THE PUBLIC DEB’l  ; GROWING DEFICIENCIES ; PROPOSED REDEMPTION OF THE 
LAND-TAX; POSITION OF THIS EX-KING OF OUDE; THE ARMS ACT; PRESENTATION OF COLOURS TO THE :
CALCUTTA VOLUNTEER GUARDS; CORRESPONDENCE; THE BRANDING ACT; GRAND REVIF-W OF BRITISH  , i 
TROOPS BY THE 'GOVERNOR-GENERAL; LORD CANNING'S EXPLANATION OF HIS POLICY ; MR, GRANT AT j j 
CAWNPORE; RKCF.m ON  OP THE LUCKNOW FUGITIVES) DEATH OF THE BISHOP OF CALCUTTA; THE 
GOVERNOR-GENERAL a t  ALLAHABAD; A PANIC AT CALCUTTA; PROCEEDINGS OF THE LEGISLATIVE |

I COUNCIL. ! j
t 4 ’ -v. ;v > >  I

j I To preserve the continuity of our narrative, districts, to revert to the state of public 
i it will he necessary to take advantage of the affairs at the seat of the Anglo-Indian gov- j

| I opportunity afforded by a cessation of im- ernment.
■ portant military operations in the revolted The extreme unpopularity of Viscount
j 084 j

\
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j Canning at an early stage of the insurrec- of action or of judgment might have been 
tionary movement, has already been noticed; committed; and' the pertinacious incredulity 

| and the feeling adverse to his general policy with which the early rumours of the gather- j
j was greatly extended by the measures intro- ipg storm were received at Calcutta, and i
j dueed by him for restricting the press, as thence officially transmitted to the home f
j well as by the tone of discouragement with government, certainly did not tend to *u- j 

j which all suggestions for the maintenance courage confidence on the part of the Euro- 
■ I of tranquillity in the home presidency were pean community of Bengal in the wisdom of
j j “ et by his lordship in council. One con- the government. Possibly, much of the
{ I sequence of the feeling thus engendered was irritation that existed in the popular mind 
j shown in a petition to the queen from the during the early stages of the revolt, might j 

inhabitants of Calcutta, which prayed for have been accounted for by the want of tact 
the immediate recall of the governor-gen- on the part of those to whom the govern- 
eral;* and in another petition to the parlia- meat had delegated responsible duties at a i 
meat, of the United Kingdom, in which the perilous crisis, and some of whom had shown 
British inhabitants of Calcutta prayed that themselves utterly incompetent to deal 
measures might be adopted for substituting with the circumstances around them ; while 
the direct government of the crown in place the odium of their inefficiency fell with 
of that of the East India Company,t in redoubled weight upon the individual by 
reference to whose mismanagement the fol- whom they had been entrusted with au- ' 
lowing strong allegations were submitted;— thority.
“ l  our petitioners can look for nd redress to At the first outbreak of the revolt, it is 

• the powers to whom the government of this quite obvious that the Indian government
i great country is delegated, they having could not have used any language, or
< shown themselves unequal to the task, adopted any general line of action, that j

The government of the East India Com- would, at the same time, have satisfied the !
- pany have neither men, money, nor credit; European and the native populations. While j
j what credit they had was destroyed by their every Englishman was filled with alarm and |

conduct in the last financial operations, with just indignation, professions of impar- j
The army has dissolved itself; the trea- tiality and of confidence in the goodwill 1
suries have either been plundered by the of the natives, jarred against the prevalent !
rebels, or exhausted by the public service, desire for vengeance, and the irritated pride
and a loan even at six per cent, would of race. (O n the other hand, the loyal feel-
scarcely find subscribers.” The petitioners ing of every yet faithful Hindoo and Mus-
further said—"  The system under which the sulman might have been destroyed, if  official
country has been hitherto governed—utterly proclamations had echoed the language
antagonistic as it has ever been to the en- adopted by the press and in private society.' ,
couragemeut of British settlement and en- Lord Canuing might perhaps have been

| terprise in India, lias entirely failed to pve- more careful to soothe the susceptibilities 
j serve the power of the queen, to win the of his alarmed and enraged countrymen;
! affections of the natives, or to secure the but it was his most pressing duty to take 
| confidence of the British in India.” care that a mere military mutiny, which at

! j These weighty charges had certainly, to a the outset it appeared to be, was not goaded 
| ] great extent, been warranted by the effects on, by injudicious treatment, to a great na- 

! of the policy adopted by Lord Canning and tional revolt. With this object before him, 
his immediate predecessors; and, as we have the governor-general, in the case of the 
already observed, "  there were truths enun- doubtful regiments, affected to hope even 
ciated in the petitions that it was impossible against hope; and, in some degree, it was 
to deny, and that it had uow become afterwards found that, by this appearance 
hazardous to neglect the serious eonsidera- of confidence, he succeeded in giving the 
tiou of. Even among the most cautious Company’s government a fresh hold on the 
observers of Lord Canning’s administrative loyalty of a large portion of the people of
policy, who at the moment thought it but India, There was a purpose in the public
just to abstain from avowed censure, there and almost ostentatious display of his de-

| were many who did not deny that, in the midst termination that, in the midst of the anarehy
! of the unprecedented difficulties with which which raged over the country, all subjects [

the governor-general had to contend, errors of the Company’s government should be
i * See vol. i., p. 592. f  Ibid., p. 597. equal before the law. I f  by this he offended I
) von. ii. 3 d 385
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the English residents of the capital, the alike reflected a portion of the honour ac- 
consequelices were likely to fall on himself quired by each on the administrative head 

I personally; while the advantages derivable at Calcutta; while the unbroken tran- 
from the gratitude and confidence of the qnillity of the province under his imme- 
native community, would be secured by his diate care, and the good feeling manifested 
act to the government and the country. I t  by many of the native princes, might fairly 
has been truly observed, “ that politicians be attributed to the calm and thoughtful 
trained under a free constitution, seldom de- policy which, with a generous disregard of 
sire that their rulers should be found in his own personal feelings, he consistently 
advance of a popular movement; public pursued through the hurricane of opinions 
feeling supplies the force which is required that raged around his path, 
for great achievements; and it is the busi- At length, the more influential portions 
ness of high functionaries, by regulating of the community—the gentry, landowners,

I the impulse, to take cure that it is not and capitalists of Bengal and the neigh-
wasted in a wrong direction.” In  the pro- bearing provinces—-showed they had not j
sent instance the nation was unanimous in been insensible to the prudent; impartiality
the determination, at whatever cost, to effect of Lord Canning’s language and conduct. j

i [ the restoration of its supremacy, and the In  two energetic and well-written addresses,
punishment of the guilty; but its best efforts they thanked him for his resistance to the j j

- i might have been thrown away, if the clamour against the native populations, and j
I supreme government had, from deference to congratulated him on the success of the ;

wild clamour and reckless indignation, given British arms at Delhi. More than 2,000 :
occasion for general disaffection among the memorialists reminded the government of j

j millions of its Indian subjects. The Calcutta the fact, that “ natives of Bengal:—men, | |
malcontents were, however, able to console women, and children— have, in every part | I
themselves by the reflection, that the neglect of the scene of the mutinies, been exposed j

| of compliance with their wishes for the e§- to the same rancour, and treated with the
tublishment of martial law, implied, in a cer- same cruelty, which the mutineers and j

J  tain sense, absolute confidence in their own their misguided countrymen have displayed
loyalty. I t  was probably anticipated by to the British within their reach.” The j
the governor-general, that the disappointed memorialists recognised as equal merits, I
would become agitators; but he had no fear the determination to Crush the disaffected j
that any contingency would convert them and rebellious, and the resolution t o  protect j

1 into rebels. At the worst, even if the re- and reassure the loyal and obedient. Every
suits of his policy had confirmed their civil and military official, every soldier, and
gloomiest predictions, ho knew that lie almost every European upon the soil of

I could have commanded their wealth, ■ nd India, might have claimed to share the I
S even their lives, to ward off the dangers credit of the vigour that had been dis-

they had denounced, and to the suppression played; but the honour of steadily dis- j 
of which they had pledged themselves; and, criminating between the rebels and the 
in the meanwhile, lie felt that he would he peaceful community, was assigned, by the 

| justified in disarming a more possible enemy common voice of enemies and friends, prin- 
by generous forbearance and undisguised cipally to the governor-general. A second 
confidence, than by confining himself to memorial, bearing 5,000 signatures, more 

I merely strengthening the attachment of directly referred to the demands put forth 
natural and tried friends, from among in the Calcutta petition to which we have 
whom no possible chance of danger could already referred * “ I t  has become noto-
arrie. nous,” said the memorialists, “ throughout

As time progressed, the fact became this land, that your lordship’s udminritni- 
daily more apparent, that the governor- tion has been assailed by faction, and ■ s- 

! general had deserved well of his country, sailed because your lordship in council has 
| and was entitled to its most generous inter- refused compliance with capricious de- 
: pretation of his conduct. He had prose- mands, and to treat the loyal portion of the 

I | cuted the war with vigour to the utmost Indian population as rebels; because your j 
i j limit of his means, and had also preserved lordship has directed that punishment for j 
! j the loyalty of the great bulk of the native offences against the state should be dealt !
| : populations. The capture ot Delia, the out with discrimination; because your | 
j I relief of Lucknow, the victory at Cawnpore, * see vol. i p 392
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lordship, having regard for the future, has ernor-general of India. I t  is superfluous to 
| not pursued a policy of universal irritation observe, that the foundation for these i 

and unreasoning violence; and tin ally, be- various rumours were simply based upon i 
cause your lordship has confined coercion the imagination of the authors of them, j 
and punishment within necessary and poli- and that the only point, but one, upon J 
tic limits/’ • which the Calcutta journals were agreed at ]

The importance of such declarations as this particular juncture, was the utter i 
the above, did not; so much rest upon the iguonuuce of each in respect to the inten- j 
soundness of the reasoning, or the accuracy tion of the home government and the • 
of the statements, contained in them, as Court of Directors. The exceptional point ’ 
upon the position and influence of the indi- had reference to the government notifica- 
viduuls from whom they emanated, and the tion of the 19th of September, which paid ' 
effect they were likely to produce upon a just tribute to the merits of the late Sir 
native opinion. The Calcutta opponents to Henry Lawrence and Mr. J .  It. Colvin.*

I Lord Canning’s administration, complained The reappointment of General Outrani to 
that the wishes and opinions of aliens were the chief commissionership. of Oude, in 
placed, in competition with their own, and place of Sir Henry Lawrence, and. to the 
that the policy eulogised by the former, command of the troops in the Diuapore 

j had been adopted in preference to that and Cawnpore divisions, Was also received 
recommended by themselves; hut, fortu- with unanimous satisfaction and approval, 

j nately, the .government of India remem- The private minute of the governor-general,
! bered that its subjects were principally on the death of Sir Henry Lawrence, has 

Indians; and that although rajahs and already been given;f and the following is 
! xemindars, talookdars and merchants, might the government notification :—
! possibly be perfidious, yet it; would ha ve „ Fort William, Foreign Department, 19th Sept., 1857. i 
; been exceedingly inconvenient if  their un~ « Notification,,-The right honourable the gov-

questioned, influence over their countrymen ernor-general in council having appointed a sue- j 
had been employed to embarrass the gov- lessor to the late Sir Henry Lawrence, K.C.B., in | ,
eminent. Lord Canning happily discerned ^10 P ^ L f - f  “Sfe®  °f d-esT  take . *1 ■ , i J  , ... . the. opportunity of testifying publicly in this form,
the true policy to be adopted ; and it, m  as j,e has already testified in addressing the Hon. 
pursuing it, he occasionally seemed Co in- Court of Directors, the deep sorrow with which 
dine too much to a system of conciliation, he laments the loss of that eminent man. In the
it  must be rememixrred, also, th at his error ?°2,m  of. a. eef ’ ‘c® extending over thirty-five years 

,, y r r i  m Burmah, m Affghanrstan, in Nepaul, in thoPuniab,
was on the side of prudence, since he had and in Bajpoot^a, Sir Henry L awrenee was dis- I 

: not only to suppress and extinguish the tinguished for high ability, devoted zeal, and gen- 
; fires of a wide-spreading rebellion, but to emus and self-denying exertion? for the welfare 

be careful that, in doing so, he did not 01 those around him. .As a soldier, an adminia- 
British r *  fa  ludfa impossible fo, f f S t  w ” ®  I V Z Z

j the time to come. his great qualifications, the governor-general in
During the months o f September and council selected him to be chief commissioner in

October, 1857 , the proceedings of th e Ojide. Jn that position, from the first appearance
supreme council of India appeared to find a“10,1f t the troops quartered in the.

p ,t v. , p province, Ins conduct -was marked by foresight, calm
little favour in the eyes of the journalists of judgment, and courage; and if anything could have ' 

j I C alcu tta ; and rumours circulated upon the averted the calamitous outbreak, which has been 
alleged authority of advices from London, followed by the temporary subversion of British
by which, on one day, the immediate recall !n ? Hde> the which were takeni v t . _„ ■ , j 4.1 . . . .  , by au-Henry Lawrence, and the confidence which all
°e  -n a:u ' appointment men, high and low, European and native, felt in his !

i of Lari Granville as governor-general, were energy, his wisdom, and his spirit of justice and 
confidently affirmed. On another, the Lari kindliness, would have accomplished that end. As 
of Ellenborougli was declared to be the JonS ?3 ,hT?. was any hoPe ° r restraining the 

w W  ,™ l T  anil moderation th . !
future destinies Ol India were again to be conciliate them. When violent and open mutiny j 
entrusted; this can ard  being succeeded by called for stern retribution, he did not shrink from j 

I another, giving the date or the cabinet the (t0 him) uncongenial task of inflicting severe j 
council ,»  which the m a ll  of Lord Canning C £  t S S J t J S t
inis determined upon, and the promotion precautionary preparations which from the begin- 
of Lord Elphinstoue from the government iiing he had had in view, were carried out rapidly and 

| of Bombay, to the exalted position of gov-| * See ante, pp. 7; SC. f  See ante, p. 68.
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effectually. He has been prematurely removed from e x tre m e ly  e m b a rra s s in g  b y  t h e  fin ancial ! 
the scene; but it is due mainly to bis exertions, aiffiisuttfe* t h a t  h a d  arisen  fro m  th e  dis-

has been able to defy the assaults of its assailants, °rdered state of the country, and the con- 
ami still maintains its ground. The loss of such a sequent inability of the bank of Bengal to . 
man in the present circumstances of India is indeed make further advances on government i i 

! « heavy public calamity The governor-general in securities. In  some instances it was found i ! 
council deplores it deeply, and desires to place on , ____ .
record his appreciation of the eminent services, his tmPr!1cticable to raise money for immediate 
admiration of the high character, and his affectionate purposes on the deposit of State paper; and 

1 respect for the memory of Sir Henry Lawrence. the heavy sacrifices necessitated ill eonse- 
! “ By order of the governor-general of India in quence by the holders of such securities, ■

C0Unei" “ G. F. Edmonstone, Secretary to the the effect f  sti11 farther depressing 
Government of India.” the money-market, and thereby com pi i- ;

J eating the difficulties under which the gov- j
The native feeling in Calcutta was m -  eminent already laboured. The refusal of ; 

turally influenced by the mild and equable the bank came upon the public by surprise, ] 
policy of the governor-general; and to and added considerably to the state of ! 
manifest their appreciation of the efforts of alarm and excitement occasioned by the 
his government for the maintenance of insurrectionary proceedings in the North- j 
tranquillity at the capital, the chief Hindoo Western Provinces ; while the eagerness 1 
families in Calcutta resolved to dispense with which the occasion was seized by a i 
with the usual nauchcs, and other enter- large number of indigo planters and railway 

! tainments at the Puga festival, in conse- contractors, to press their claims to com- 
j qncnce of the troubled state of the country; pensation for losses sustained through the 
' and the leading Mohammedans also pre j mutiny, upon the notice of the government ;

Rented an address to the lieutenant-governor at the earliest possible moment, by no I 
of Bengal, expressive of their satisfaction at means tended to mitigate the anxieties of j
the measures taken to prevent disturbances the governor-general and his council, or to 
during the Mohiirrum. Meantime, rein- encourage a general feeling of confidence 
forcements of troops from England began in the policy which had to develop itself 1
to arrive in the Hooghly, and the dawn of amidst daily accumulating difficulties, 
a brighter future for India was gradually With regard to the financial state of the 
developed in the revival of the military Indian gc verument at the time, it is to be 
prestige  and uncompromising supremacy of observed, that at the close of 1856, five 
its English rulers.* months only before the outbreak at Meerut,

.By the middle of October the reinforce- the balance-sheet of revenue and expendi- 
ments from England began to arrive in turn exhibited a deficiency of £972,793, to {

- India, and public attention, in Calcutta, was be provided far from the income of the | 
principally directed to the reception and ensuing year. The number of men in the | 
dispatch of troops to the various points of Indian army, including all her majesty’s | 
disturbance, and to the monetary operations and the Company’s troops, with the various j 1 
of the government, which were rendered contingents and irregular corps, officered ! j

*  The Calcutta Englishman, of September 22nd, but they have expressed a strong desire, we are 
1857, noticed these arrivals m the following passage: told, to disembark as speedily as possible, to he off 
— “ Fresh European regiments are arriving. In without delay. ‘ Up and at them!’ is their crv. ! 
particular, on Sunday, September the 20th, iLM /s I t  was in allusion to this gallant regiment, of which !
9<Jrd highlanders arrived in H .M /s ship B e lle  Isle. As both officers and men so highly distinguished them- j 
the ship arnyed off Garden Beach, where were a party selves during the late Crimean campaign, that i 
oi ladies and gentlemen, enjoying a day’s pleasure in the Parisian Charivari hit off a happy sketch, repre- | 
the botanical gardens, the latter saluted them with seating a highlander keeping sentrv upon the brink of I f 

I the waving of handkerchiefs, and the usuai demon- a precipice, with his back turned towards a Crimean 
| s ta tio n s  of welcome. On this, the men on board, Tartar and a French Zouave. Upon the former j 

who swarmed like bee:! along the ship’s side, set expressing ids dread lest the highlander should take ! 
up a cheer, which appeared ‘ to make the welkin a step to the rear and be lost, he is reassured by the J 
ring again :’ this was several times repeated, and Zouave, who significantly enough replies:— ‘ Ke j 
followed by the martial sound of the highland craignez rien, mon ami, ees Gailtarda 1st ne reoulent j 
pibroch playing some of Scotland s national airs, jamais.’ Neither do we think they will ; if ever men i 
Much to the disappointment of the men, they have were eager for the fray, it is they. The Teignmouth I 
not as yet been abie to land, in consequence of and the Himalaya, which were among the arrivals 1 
the temporary difficulty experienced in obtaining on September the 50th, both contained troops, i 
suitable accommodation for the number of troops The former we believe ia the first of the ships sent I 
daily expected from England, China, and elsewhere; from England with reinforcements."
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from the line, amounted, before the rebel- mitted to be kept twelve, and, in some 
lion, to 323,823 men. The annual expense instances, twenty months in arrears with- 
of maintaining this force was estimated at out a murmur. The prestige of the British 
£10,417,369, or nearly ten millions and government has beeu sadly shaken; and it 
a-lialf sterling. -At the end of 1857, not will only be by the most prompt and ener- 
more than 100,000 of the native army were getic measures, and by the speediest and j 
iit mutiny; and the expenses of the force, severest justice, that we shall return once |

I it was calculated, would be reduced, by con- more to those days when, to be an English- , 
j sequent forfeiture, some three millions and man in India, was to be respected and 

a-half; but, on the other hand, recruitiug honoured, instead of to be hunt d down 
Was progressing in the Punjab and in and reviled." 

j Scinde; so that the actual saving upon the The gross debt of the Anglo-Indian gov- 
estimates from the revolt, could not be ernment, at the commencement of 1857, 
taken at more than two millions. There amounted to £62,095,175—equal to three 
were also, up to the beginning of October, ! times the ordinary revenue of-the country; 
about 30,000 troops on their way from and involving an annual net charge of j 
England, the passage-money to be paid for I £2,924,577 for interest. To meet the ; 
each man being £ 4 9 . The cost of the actual cost of government, taxation bad been j 
maintenance of these reinforcements could already strained to the utmost possibility ; 
not be calculated in India at less than of tension; and every shilling that could be 
£2,000,000; and thus, in one item alone, wrung from the people, by the ingenuity of 
the estimated saving from the pay and the tax-collector, was grasped for the exi- 
nnintenance of the native army, was certain gencies of the state. By the close of the 
to be absorbed. There was then to be year the liabilities of the Company’s govern- j 

' provided the one million and a-half required ment had increased to an enormous amount; !
| to cover the expense of the passage, which while the resources, from which they should i 
] was placed against the probable saving have been met, were by the same time fright- 

derived from the stoppage of public works, fully diminished.
So far, therefore, the military expense- of I t  was calculated that the increased 
the government appeared to be brought charges upon revenue, arising from the 
within the limits of the previous year’s rebellion, would amount, for the year 1857, 
expenditure; but a difficulty then arose, to six millions sterling; and that including 
from the fact that not half the usual revenue the losses by plunder of the public trea- 
was likely to be collected from the north- suries, the destruction of public property, j 
west, and from some parts of Bengal; that and the non-collection of revenue, the deficit 
vast expenses must be incurred in trans- for the year would amount to between ten 
mitting the European reinforcements to and fifteen millions of pounds; to meet which 
various parts of the country, and to meet it was believed there were no other resources 

: the enhanced charges in the Punjab ; it available than a heavy loan in the English 
i was, consequently, deemed impossible, by market, or a vastly increased and oppressive j j 
j Indian financiers, that any government could system of taxation over a country already j 

conduct the affairs of the presidencies, and impoverished and fainting under the struggle j 
bring them to a successful issue, without to which it had been exposed, and the in- I 

; large funds, which, as they could not be exoruble grasp of the tax-gatherer. That 
I obtained from the resources of British under such circumstances the administra- ! j 
! India, had necessarily to be sought for in tion of Lord Canning should become un- 

England. The disinclination of the Com- popular, was but a natural consequence of 
l pany to raise money by a European loan, his position, and of the tremendous respon- 
| of course added to the difficulties of its sibilities that had suddenly devolved upon 

servants in India; until at length, it  was himself and his colleagues,, 
confidently asserted, that unless assistance . In  the midst of the difficulty thus created, 
was obtained from Europe, the government a scheme was at length devised by which it 
roust come to a dead-lock. “ We are not might be overcome, and the incubu? of 
now,” said one of the most influential of hopeless debt be removed from the shoulders 
the European community at Calcutta, of the government. The main source of 
"living in the times of Oehterlony and j revenue in India being derived from tbe 
Malcolm ; when the native army trusted so ! land-tax, and it being notorious that in such 
imnlicitlv to British honour, that they sub- i provinces as were exposed to an excessive 
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or eveu fluctuating scale of the impost, great be favourably appreciated by the ryots, its 
; distress prevailed, from lauds going out of practicability then became a question, since 

culture, or perpetually changing hands, as it was far from certain that, as a class, they 
j one tenant after another was soid-up to would be able to avail themselves of it by 

1 pay the balances doe to government; while the requisite purchases. It, however, carried 
! among the opulent ow ners scarcely any upon the face of it a degree of feasibility;

! would invest money in improvements which and, as a similar experiment had been in 
j | would be sure to bring with them a propor-: operation in Ceylon, from the year 1818, !
I tionate increase in the government demand : with beneficial results to all parties—a vast ! 
j —the consequence of this very natural dis- extent of land having been altogether en- 

iuclination to expend money upon the land franchised, and other portions, from paying 
| ; was, that funds which, under a different one-half of their yearly produce, had had 
| state of things, would be spent in works of their burdens reduced to one-tenth of the 
j  ; irrigation, or other beneficial enterprise, original amount—the plan of Mr. Norton 

were hoarded, invested in  personal orna- was not thought inapplicable to the then 
; merits, or squandered on marriage festivals existing exigencies of the Indian govern- 

I i and pilgrimages. A system of settlements rnent. 
j for long terms of years had already been Among other sources of personal anxiety 

substituted in many places for yearly re- that exercised a depressing influence on the 
: newals of revenue bonds; but, after the ex- councils of the governor-general towards 

piration of thirty years, the door was again the end of the year, the policy that had 
opened for fresh and increased demands; been adopted in reference to the ex-king 
and none could be assured what those might of Qude by the Indian government, was not 

I ; be, since, in all the fiscal machinery of gov- one of the least embarrassing. That per- 
| ; eminent, there existed an abundance of sonage had now, for some months, been de- 

vexatious interference and extortion on the tained a state prisoner in Fort William,* | 
part of its subordinate officers. and, as yet, was ignorant of the actual (

To counteract the growing evil, a Mr. charge upon which he had been deprived of I 
| , George Norton proposed a scheme for the his liberty, and of the indulgences pertaining

| gradual extinction of il by the progressive to his rank as sovereign. His mother and
| redemption of the land-tax throughout immediate friends were in England, seek- j

India, and by suffering the ryots to become ing, at the foot of the throne, for the
j holders of land in fee-simple. He estimated restoration of his kingdom, and the recog-
j t ho land revenue of India at twenty millions, uitiou of his rights. Whatever suspicion
j which, at twenty years1 purchase, would he might have existed of his complicity in the
i worth four hundred millions—a sum that designs of the mutinous armies of*Bengal

would enable government to pay the ex- and of Oude, five months had now elapsed
. peases of the war, clear off the Indian debt, without any definite charge against him,
! and invest money in improvements so ad- personally; and it was not unreasonable

vantageously as to maintain the revenue at that he should become impatient of the j
. its then amount, until the reclaimed jungle restraint to which ho was subjected. Under !

| I lands could supply all that was at present this feeling, the ex-king, in November, j
j raised. He assumed that the landholders 1857, petitioned the governor-general in :

who would thus become owners of the soil, council, that he might be apprised of the
: would be inalienably attached to a govern- nature of the offence alleged to have been

| meat under which their rights would be committed by him, and that the probable
j safe, and that they would naturally be averse limit of his captivity might be defined,
i to a Change of rulers, by which their free- Either from a difficulty in framing a charge
| holds might be endangered. The projector against the captive monarch, or from a
| of this scheme admitted that it would take certainty of the impracticability of substau-

a number of years, perhaps a century, to dating one if made, no official reply was
carry out his measure; hut he contended vouchsafed to the application; but his j

j that at least four millions a-’ ear might at majesty was curtly informed, that “ he 1
i : once be raised, and that, in the meantime, would know alt about the affair in a very \

a revised scale of taxation could be intro- little time.” How far this treatment might
| duced, so as to prevent the possibility of loss accord with a sense of justice towards a

to government. state prisoner, was, doubtless, for the con-
Taking for granted that the scheme would * See vol i p 586
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su leratio n  o f  th e  a u th o ritie s  b j  w hom  th e  acting under the influence of panic, prejudice, or I !
, f » i __-j , i error, the power to leave all Cnristians within his

j n rr®s  ̂ ^  d eem ed  j  - < ' a . J district wholly defenceless, or to force them into
j takmg an .English view of Cue transaction, opposition to government if i.hey shall resist being 

it certainly (lid not agree with our notions placed in such a position; and your petitioners are 
! of equity to arbitrarily place an individual led strongly hy certain recent im peding* in this
i in co n fin e m e n t for an u n lim ite d  period, a n d  tow? ° f Calcutta, to the conviction that this w 

' Jt . .  . ,  . , , ' no idle or speculative apprehension, and that such
refuse to  e n lig h te n  him  a s  to  th e  .ch arg es p0wera cannot be safely entrusted to all official# of 
lie m ig h t b e  called  upon, t o  an sw er. T o  the proposed classes.
any m an , th e  loss  o f  lib e rty  w ould  be d o u b lv  “ Your petitioners believe that the only result 
irk som e u n d e r  such  c i r c u m s ta n c e s ; a n d  of ^tending such an act to the Christian population 

. , , . ■ , . • j i *  of India, will be to oppress and irritate the loyal,* ,
i t  m igh t b e  im ag in ed  t h a t ,  th e  case  v whilef it will he wholly ineffectual as regards the ■ 
one w ho h a d  from  h is  b ir th  been s n r -  disaffected, who will neither register or expose their j 
rou nd ed  b y  th e  pom p a n d  in d u lg e n ce s  arms till the moment for using them shall have i

' of sovereignty, such a privation would be arriired. . . .  -
• , , r ,  * m, ‘ , ''Y our petitioners submit that the Christian mhaln- !
in ten sely  irk so m e . _ T h e r m s  o f  a  ra c e  w e re , trmts of f a  pVMidenc„ are ^ title d  of right, as

| however, to lie expiated in tits person j  and foyaj men, between whom nud the rest of the popu- j
i Wajill Ali Shall, ex-king of Oude, separated fotion of the presidency there is a broad and un-
! from his family and adherents, remained mistakable line drawn, to have that distinction

*  " s * ™  ,i» « '« * » » *  » (« !'» '>  - * •  w
overturned Ills throne, and wrenched the Europeans at the disarming of the Punjab, to be 
sceptre from his feeble grasp. exempted front the operation of a  law which is j

The odium attached to the administration wholly inapplicable, and therefore highly offensive ;
of Lord Canning, again became sensibly petitionerS; thereforej respectfully pray, I I
mcieased b y  the introduction' oi an d o t  | tijat the governor-general in council would be pleased 
to the legislative council, fo r  regulating the to  make a  declaration, such ns is contemplated by | j
possession of arms, which received the the exemption clauses of the said act, for the ex- ,
assent of the governor-general in October, omptitm of all Christian inhabitants of this presidency j
, 0 . _  , ?  & • > r  from the application of the said law.

! 1 8 5 7 , an d  m e t  with the u n iv ersa l disappro- “  “ And your petitioners, &c.r  I |
| tuition of the Christian inhabitants of Cal-
: entta, who embodied their objections to the This appeal was acknowledged in due j j 
: measure in the following memorial to the course by the secretary to the government ,
j governor-general in council :•—* oi India; who, on. the 15th ot October, in- 1 |

, . ' . formed the petitioners, that “ the governor- j !
. “ T‘\° '.-spectful petition of the undersigned Chris- g C n m ij  w a s  u n ab le  to  co m p ly  w ith  th e

tian inhabitants of Calcutta, on behalf ot themselves *  .  . . , 1 • ,
j and of all the other Christian inhabitants of this presi- p ra y e r o f t h e  p e ti t io n ; b u t , a t  th e  s a m e
j dency, showeth,— That your petitioners have read the tim e , h e  w as d ire cte d  t o  s t a t e ,  th a t  all e x -  , ;

act, which passed ths_legislative council on thy 5th of eruptions which m ig h t be j u s t  and re a s o n - i
| September., and r e e v e d  the assent oi the governor- a }jje  w ould b e  m ade b v  t iie  local g o v e rn -  i |

general on the 12th instant: and have observed, with ’  .  , ,  r . ,  . » u.
j alarm and regret., that the said act is framed so as to m e n ts , wherever to e  act, o r  an/ p a rt  of H,

apply to all the unofficial classes alike without distinc- should be p u t m  execution. 1  lie rep ly  then I
lion, within the districts to which it shall be extended, p ro ceed ed  a s  fo l lo w s - 
hy order of the governor-general in council, or of the
exceptive government of any place. The object and “ The governor-general in council cordially apjire- 
justitication of such an act being, as your petitioners dates the loyal feelings of the petitioners, and of , ;
conceive, to enable the government to  take arms out those in whose name they speak, as also the support,
of the hands of disaffected and dangerous persons, which they have given to the government; but he :
your petitioners had hoped that the said act would cannot admit, that the fact of the Arms Act being j
have been confined, in express terms, to those classes general in its term s, is any reflection upon their body,
from whom alone danger could be apprehended. “ The governor-general in council does not share

“ Your petitioners feel Btrongly, that to apply the in the apprehension of the petitioners, that any I I
act to them equally with the rest of India, is to powers which under the act may be entrusted to
confound the loyal with murderers, mutineers, and magistrates or to the commissioner of police will be j 
rebels, and to cast an unwarranted reflection on abused in the manner supposed by them. _ 

j a body who, having the same interest with the gov- “ Neither does his lordship in council agree in ; .
eminent of India, have in every way supported it, viewing the case of the Punjab as parallel to that of j !
and exhibited then- loyal feeling since the com- Bengal, The Punjab, when the disarming ,too,i
TOoncememt of the present outbreak. place, was a  newly conquered country, peopled with •

“ Your petitioners are further of opinion, that to  a  hostile ra c e ; and it was reasonable to draw a
give the proposed power to a magistrate or com- broad line, of demarcation between its whole native j
rnissioner of police, of disarming all persons within population aim all Europeans who might become
his district who, in his judgment, may endanger the resident there. In  Bengal, on the contrary, a largo
public peace, is to give to one official who may be portion of the population is loyal and well-anecteil
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to the British government; and many have given colours; the cavalry escort being? on the

“ d: ‘ he « »  h *  of tiio io -1
“ If, tlx-n. the law should undertake to lay down er ,l<) s"ip  then, with m uch grace, went 

a line of distinction, and should class these men through the ceremony of presenting the \
. with those who are not to be trusted, it would do a colours to the ensigns and cornets, who

great injustice. If, oil the contrary , it draws no k n e l t  to r e c e iv e  t h e  h o n o u r a b le  rb n ro -e  f r o m  i 
! distinction, but leaves all exemptions to be made £  , , „  Wie Honourable charge from
j according to circumstances by the government which **er “ ®D“ 8, tie r  address to the troops was ,

administers the law, no such injustice is committed s iH follows :—
and it appears to the governor-general in council Calcutta Volunteers,— I  have great pleasure in 

i scarcely possible that any Englishman, or any Chris- presenting you these colours, 
tiaii viewing the case dispassionately, should find “ The readiness with which you came forward at a 
offence to himself in such law. Most assuredly no time of trouble and anxiety, and sacrificed your 
such offence is intended; and the governor-general leisure, your ease, and the comforts of your homes 

| in council has directed me to furnish this explana- on behalf of the safety of the public, and the zeal 
• tion to the petitioners, in proof that such is the with which you have applied yourselves to the study 

Cb" ■ _  ̂ and discharge of your self-imposed duties, assure me j
This effort to conciliate where only an  that theae British colours will be confided to trust-

imaginarv wrong existed, failed of co arse ; W0.ftJ,1X 'la"ds* . , ,
* .. , ,  ’ “ lake them, and remember that it behoves you

f  • a c u n e ,!* public opinion adverse to guard and defend them zealously j and by ready 
to government, ran for a time, with in- attention to your duties, by strict and unhesitating 

i creased virulence, through the capital of obedience to your commanding officers, and by 
British India ' . cheerful submission, to discipline, to raise and sustain j

On the 20th  of October, the Calcutta £ o t r T y l f c o C r s ° rp8’ UMulIied th° 1
volunteer guard, consisting of artillery, *
cavalry, and infantry, and numbering, to- A t the conclusion of this address, M ajor : 
getber, about 90 0  men, were presented with Turnbull, the commandant of the volunteer 
colours and standards by Viscountess Can- corps, stepped forward, and replied thus:—• 
niug, at the request of the governor-general, „ T , ,, T ,
who sou ffh t hv this nvirk of ntteiitinn in “ lady Canning,—In  the name of the volunteers WHO s o u g h t,_ I y  t in s  inariv ot a t te n t io n  to i  have to thank you for the honour you have con-
those oi the inhabitants of the city who had ferred on us in presenting these colours, an honour i 
stepped forward at a moment of supposed fully appreciated by every member of the Calcutta i 
danger, to soften, in some degree, the ore- volunteer guards.
judice th at existed against himself and every , !‘ Alth®"S“ .the °? eT*®tg ^M tamed favour- ■■ • • . .... ,.V ably, so that m all probability the voluntv>» may

°* “ ls administration, ibe military dis- never be called upon for active service; yet, should 
j play upon the occasion was imposing and they ever be, judging from the high tone and sol- 
! effective. Her ladyship arrived on the dierly bearing pervading all ranks, I am convinced 
i ground on horseback, at 5 p .m., accorn- that they are not only ready, but capable and willing,
I to do good services.

P* J  e governor-general, the com- « Every encouragement has been afforded to the ! 
mander-in-chief, and Generals Myndham volunteers by the governor-general graciously ac- j 
and Beatson, with a numerous and brilliant ceding to the requisitions that have been made for ! 
staff. A  guard of honour had previously their i“ Provement. We are now favoured with an j
been dispatched to government-house to additio"Sl “ J  lasting one by these colours being | 
w , , presented by your ladyship, which, confided to their
receive he colours, and escort them to th e  care, the volunteers will defend to the last, on all j 
ground, where they remained furled until occasions, with true devotion and loyalty. Again I  
the arrival of t he official c o r ! e a t  preceded beg to repeat our thanks in the name of the Calcutta I 
by the viscountess, who rode along the volunteer Suards”
line of troops, and took a position in front. From 2 0 ,0 0 0  to 25,000  persons, including j 
Meanwhile, orders were given to close the all the elite o f the city, were present at the 
ranks, and form three sides of a square, on ceremonial, which had the effect, for a short 
the artillery and right wing of the infantry time, of allaying the irritation that prevailed 

the colours still remaining cased, and in the presidency ;  and the demand for the 
resting upon drums, about forty paces in recall of the governor-general gradually 

I , .°* (:“ e c ‘' " lre of the line. After a began to lose much of its force and acrimo-
bnef interval, Lady Canning and the staff nious tone.
moved forward to the spot where the colours As a specimen of the disposition to cavil 
were deposited; the guards of cavalry and at, and censure, every act of Lord Canning 
infantry, as escorts, also moved forward, during the latter part of the summer of 
accompanied by the ensigns «and colour- 1857, the following extract from a letter 

v sergeants, who took post in rear of the written in C alcutta may be adduced. The 
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writer says.— “ Since I  wrote you last, our thrown every discouragement they could in
affairs are getting in a bad state indeed; its way. The wealth and respectability of

| the rebellion is extending, and coming by the community have formed a fine body of
! inches nearer Calcutta, where I  cannot any cavalry. The poorer class, after undergoing

longer say we are secure. The imbecility all sorts of snubbing as infantry, have got 
of our government has so emboldened the only some 550 bayonets left, the other 900 
natives, that openly, and without attempt odd having resigned. Government now 
at concealment, all sorts of things are would most gladly coax us back and make 
plotting. An immense concourse of black- much of us ; but it is too late; we will fight 
guards of all sorts has assembled in the for our own houses and neighbourhoods—

! town. The police magistrates coolly say not for them. As for turning out some
there is no law which empowers them to 3,000 men fit to hear arms, that is not to 
deal with such people, and the legislative be thought o f: it would be far too energetic 
council declare the law to be quite sufficient a measure.” °
for all our wants. Clever, sharp natives who Again, a letter of the 24th of September, 
are caught planning and sketching the fort, says—"  I t  is more than ninety days since 

| counting and measuring the guns, even the first of the transports for India left 
taking their hearings from various points, if Portsmouth with troops for our protection; 
brought before a magistrate cannot be but they may as well have the* benefit of
punished, but must be admonished and let the sea* air a little longer, for nothing is
go. In  Port William, all sorts of vagabonds ready for them here (Calcutta). The same 
are allowed to wander about, endeavouring incapacity, the same 'red-tape* imbecility 
to open communication with the king of that killed our soldiers in the, Crimea, are 
Oude. Lord Canning does not like severity, rampant here. ThusAalthough these troops j 

! nor does he like to do anything he should have been sighed" for and expected these I 
do, unless driven to i t ;  thus he has been last two months— though every English i  
implored to proclaim martial law, because soldier who can be added to the force in the ! 
all Calcutta and the country around has field is equal to one hundred o f  the enemy, ! 
been for some time openly disaffected; and and though our poor beleaguered country 
of course he refuses. Man after man is men, in many places, are hourly praying for j 
brought to him, discovered in some treason- help, 2,000 of' our noble soldiers— fusiliers 
able correspondence; he is only to be repri- and highlanders— are kept kicking their 
manded. His own private moonslree was to heels for days on board transports or in the 

! have stabbed him after breakfast one fine fort, because there are no means ready for j 
morning; and gets a severe reproof, but conveying them up the country; and .hose ! 
neither flogging nor hanging. Two men that are detained on board the transports, 
were caught in the act of hauling down the are kept there because there are no quarters 

■ colours in Fort William, and hoisting the ready for them on .shore. The authorities 
green flag of the holy prophet; this was to we] 1 know, that a ship crowded with men, 
have been the signal for 13,000 nice young moored by the bank of a river in September 

; men to make a dash at the fort. Nothing (the worst morfth of the year), is about the 
J hut fears of a mutiny among the European best encouragement to cholera that can be 

; j troops, wrung from Lord Canning the order devised. They know it so well, that, out of 
j S for their execution, which was done this the crew of H .M .S. Sansperiel, they have ! 

blessed morning. Wre bave(D.G.) escaped one sent 400 men into the fort/  But high- 
very dangerous period—the Mohammedan landers and fusiliers, who come out to save j 

; festival of the Buekre Eed : but the Mohur- India, our women and children from torture ] 
rum is approaching; it lasts ten entire days; and death, are better on board ship, with j 

I and such unusual masses of people are flock- malaria around them, than in wholesome j 
ing here, I  feel certain we must have not quarters, or on the river on their way to j 
simply a row, but a fight tor our very lives; the rescue. Sometimes English soldiers in 
and God alone knows how we shall get out Calcutta are forgotten altogether. Witness 
of it. Already there is a talk or. sending the case of the detachment of her majesty's 
every woman and child aboard ship. But as 53rd foot, stationed at the Normal school 
for any useful measures of preparation, our during the Mohurrum, who were kept 
authorities do not dream of them. Our literally forty-eight hours without food. I f  

! militia was a measure forced down Lord I English soldiers are thus forgotten when 
Canning’s throat ; but,, government have I they are so few, what, in the name of good- 
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; ness, will be the result when the reinforce- general remark from every one hut the j ! 
j meats conic pouring in, and are detained government officials. They allowed these j 

here ? And now another, difficulty has men to pass unquestioned; and it now 
I arisen in, reference to these, troops, and, turns out that they were the king of Delhi’s 
i simply because (really it is the ease) there sons and nephews, calling for the chu- 
t is no one here connected with this govern- patty cakes, and settling arrangements for 
j  merit who know s liis business. When the mutiny. *  *  *  The government is
i H.M .S. Belle Isle was at Sand heads, the very anxious to tide over, if  possible, the 

Underwriter, an American steam-tug, ran next four or five months without exhibiting 
down to her to take her in tow, aud de- their wnjat of resources; and with, this j 
manded 8,500 rupees (JS250). This sum was view, all public works’ expenditure in every | 
refused; and the Underwriter would not quarter has been stopped; while, in many j 

i tow the ship to Calcutta for less, and steamed districts, officers are kept in arrear of pay j 
! away from her. Now be it remarked, that for three or font* months. That a loan to a 
! the price demanded was the ruling price large amount, here or at home, must be j 
j paid by large merchant vessels. But because resorted to before lot>g, on terms such as to 
j the Underwriter refused to tow the B elle isle induce subscribers, is the very general im- 
j to Calcutta for less, the marine authorities pression; and if the money required for 
| have, in consequence, interdicted all their Indian purposes were to be borrowed in ! 
i pilots from bringing in any vessel towed in England, it is probable that government 
j by the Underwriter. The consequence is, securities here will be beneficially in- 
that, as every ship must have a government iluenccd by it. The native hoarders of j 

i pilot on board, the Underwriter’s  occupation gold and silver arc gradually showing their j 
J is goue. The American merchants in Cal- confidence in our supremacy, by reselling 
| cutta are in such a state of excitement, that the gold at 16s., which they purchased j 
| they have caused the English owners of some time ago, when things looked gloomy,
J steam-tugs to take the matter up ; and I  at 17s. per sicca weight.—a result to which 1 
j understand that the latter have given diree- the British bayonets which have been land- j 
j  tions to the commanders of all their tugs, ing on the banks of the Hooghiy during j  
I not to take any government vessel in  tow, the past, month, may have possibly con- •
! or any vessel having government troops tributed.”
I on board. Tims the government interests, In November, a bill was introduced into 

the public interests, must suffer from the the legislative council, for the purpose of 
imbecility of the marine authorities.”  enabling the government to order delin-

A letter from Bombay expresses thq quent sepoys to be branded with the letters 
views entertained by the European conn M, for mutiny, and D for desertion, in the 
jcunity of that presidency, in the following same way that European soldiers were 
strain:—  liable to those ignominious marks. The

“ The fatuity and blindness of the govern- punishment had not hitherto been inflicted ! 
ment officials continue to the present day, in the native army, from deference to the | 
and they have, mail after mail, it is now high-caste prejudices of the men of which ; 
discovered, been wilfully misleading the it was chiefly composed. About the same 1 
queen's ministers as to the real state of time, a ship of war was dispatched to the 
affairs in India. I  fancy we have seen the Andaman Islands, for the purpose of sur- 
last of the East India Company; and it is veving and selecting a site for a penal set- 
time. Excess and abuse of patronage— dement, to which the defeated mutineers 
almost every member of the Company’s and rebels might be dispatched, with assur- ' 
service being nearly related to the diree- ance of the impossibility of escape. On | 
tors, who promote according to stupidity, the 9th of December, a grand review of the j 
incapacity, and nearness of relationship, British force at Calcutta and adjacent sta- 
whenever the latter is combined with the tions, which then amounted to about 8,000 
former—maladministration of India, and men, was held by the commander-in-chief, j 
mb-government, will about sound tlteir in the presence of the governor-general, j 
dying knell; and time it should. Last who had announced his intention to remove j 
March, several fakirs (or religious mendi- the seat of government for a short time to 
cants), tattooed and besmeared, were observed Allahabad, for the greater facility of eom- 
to be travelling all over Bengal aud the muuication with the commander-in-chief, 1 
north-west on elephants, which excited Sand;superintendinaAhe general movements 
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o f t ie  army. T h e commander-in-chief, as a hesitating and uncertain policy was pursued, it j 
we have before mentioned, also left Cal- may he added, that of the above-named tracts of 
cutta to take the command of the army in eq:jalTl° f^/nglish county, j
tlie field, having, by this time, perfectly «i„ the Punjab and Oude (non-regulation pro- 
matured all his arrangements for the cam- vinces) there was no need to proclaim martial law. 
paign, and for facilitating the transmission The authorities acted as if it had been proclaimed, 
of troops as they should arrive from Eng- . ”? tru[h, measures of b far more stringent
hind, to the vaaons points at which their martial law, were taken for the suppression of 
services were required m the prosecution of mutiny and rebellion.
th e  w a r. “ Martial law, in the ordinary acceptation of the

! P re v io u s , h ow ever, to  th e  d e p a rtu re  of- phrase, is no law at all, or, as it lias been described,
T n ____- , ,  , 1 ■ ■ the will of the general. B ut martial law in India is

;;i I :,J d  Canning lo r  a  temporary sojourn 1 U proclaimed under special regulations applicable only 
the Upper 1. rovince of Bebgal, the following to the regulation provinces in the three presidencies, 
explanation o f the policy an d  conduct of his j whereby the government, is empowered to suspend, 
government, which had been so vehemently wholly or partially, the functions of the or-

i n,snil«d Tn..,...,v.L-! t„  tk*. n f  (lmary criminal courts, to establish martial law, and.assailed, was forwarded to  the Court Of aI80 to direct fihe immediate trial, by courts-martial, 
i Directors of the East India Company, by of all subjects who are taken— (1) in arms in open 

the governor-general and his colleagues in hostility to the British government; or (2) in the 
; council :—  act °f opposing, by force of arms, the authority of

the same; or (3) in the actual commission of any 
‘‘Fort William,Dec. 11th, 1857.— (No. 14-1.— Public), overt act of rebellion against the state; or ( ! )  in the 

“ It appears that very considerable misappre- act of openly aiding and abetting the enemies of the 
hension prevails as to the measures which have been British government.
taken for the punishment of those who have been “ Neither the effect of martial law, nor the mode 

; guilty of mutiny, desertion, and rebellion, during in which courts-martial are to  be constituted under 
the recent disturbances in India, and as to certain the regulation, has ever been defined. But it  seems 
instructions which have been issued for the guidance clear that courts-martial cannot he composed of any 

i of civil officers charged with carrying out those hut military officers,, for there is nothing in the 
j measures, and vested with extraordinary powers for regulation so show that courts-martial, as therein 
: the purpose. Therefore, although our proceedings described, can be otherwise constituted.
; have been regularly reported to your honourable “ Moreover, it should be borne in mind,.that in • 

court, and have as yet been honoured with your Bengal, beyond the limits of the jurisdiction of the 
entire approval, we deem it right specially and Supreme Court, there was no regulation which pro- : 
briefly to recapitulate them, in order that the policy tided for the punishment of treason or rebellion ; 
of the government of India may not be misunder- and that the Mohammedan law’, which in the absence 
stood, and that mistaken representations regarding of express regulation constitutes the criminal law of i 
it may be corrected. the country, does not provide any specific punish- j

“ In the first, place, it has been made a matter of went for such crimes. Regulation X ., of 1804, ren- 
| complaint against the government of Lidia, that the dared a person guilty of treason or rebellion, liable i 
| country was not put under martial law after the to the punishment of death only in the event of his j 
1 occurrence of the mutinies. conviction before a court-m artiai; and even a
j “ The reply to this is, that the country was p u t, court-martial under that regulation had no power 

under martial law wherever it was necessary, and j to try for treason or rebellion, unless the offender 
ns soon as it could answer any good purpose to 1 was taken in arms in open hostility to the British : j 
do so. government, or in the act of opposing by force of ! j

“ Martial law was proclaimed by the lieutenant- arms the authority of the same, or in the actual j 
governor of the North-Western Provinces, as the commission o f an overt act of rebellion.

; mutiny broke out, in the Delhi,* M eerut,! Rohil- “ The power of trial by court-martiai did not ex- ’ 
cund,t and Agra§ division-, and in the districts of tend to persons guilty of rebellion, unless taken in j 

I Ajmere and Neemuch.Jj the actual commission of an overt act.
“ It was proclaimed by the government of India, “ tinder these circumstances the government 

j in the Allahabad and Benares divisions, on the 9th might have been much embarrassed had Indian 
of June, 1837, as soon as the mutiny at Benares and martini law alone been relied upon; and seeing that 
Allahabad, and its consequences, became known. the number of military officers at the disposal of the . ,

“ I t  was proclaimed by the lieutenant-governor of government, was in many parts of the country 
Bengal, in the Patna *jj' and Chota Nagpore ** divi- wholly insufficient for the summary trial of mutineers ; ' 
sinus of the Lower Provinces, immediately after the and rebels, the government, of India took a course 
mutiny of the Dinapore regiments and the IlamgUrh much more effectual than the establishment of j 
battalion occurred. martial law. Having first, by A ct No. V1U., of J 857, ]

“ Lest it should lie supposed bv any, that in thus strengthened the hands of officers by giving them , 
dealing with the country by divisions and districts, greater powers for the assembling of courts-martial. ;

and by making the proceedings of those courts more
* lGth and 25th of May. summary, the government adopted measures which
t  16th of May and 1st of June. f 28th of May. should give them the services not only of their own
§ 27th of M ay; 4th and 12th of June. military and civil officers, but of independent ling- ;
U 12th of June. 30th of June. lish gentlemen not connected with the East India ; ;
* * 10th of August. Company— indigo planters, and other persons of

395 ^
_________________________________ _______________________ I



( * (  I I r - - - - - - - - - — - — . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . % L
I’OLICY OF OOVEKNMBIfT.] H ISTO RY OF TH E [ a .d . 1858.

intelligence and influence. These measures were as dare and others were made penally responsible for 
follows i—  giving early intelligence of persons suspected of

“ On the 30th of May, when it  was known, that the mutiny or desertion resorting to their estates, 
mutiny of the sepoys had been followed in many “ lastly , by A ct No. X X V ., of 1857, the property- 
places by rebellion of the populace, Act No. X L , and effects of all persons amenable to the articles of 
of 1857, was passed. By this law persons guilty war for the native army, guilty of mutiny, were 
of rebellion, or of waging war against the queen declared forfeit, and Stringent means were provided 

j  or the government, or of aiding and abetting therein, for the seizure of such property or effects,‘and for 
I were rendered liable to the punishment of death, the adjudication of forfeiture in all cases, whether 
! and to the forfoitune of all their property; and the the guilty person be convicted, or whether he die or 
| crime of harbouring rebels, &c., was made heavily escape before trial.
' punishable; the supreme and local executive gov- “ Not only therefore is it not the case that martial 

eminent*' were empowered to issue a commission in law was not proclaimed in districts in which there 
I any district in a stale of rebellion, for the trial of was a necessity for i t ;  but the measures taken for 
I rebels or persons charged with any other crime the arrest, summary trial, and punishment of heinous 

I against the state, or with any heinous crime against offenders of every class, civil as well as military, 
person or property; the commissioners Were cm- were far more widely spread, and certainly not less 
powered to act singly, and were vested with absolute stringent, than any that could have resulted from 
and final powers of judgment and execution, with- martial law.
out the presence of law officers or assessors; and, “ To an application of certain inhabitants of Cal- 
finally, the possession of arms in any district in cutta for the proclamation of martial law in that 
which it might be prohibited by the executive city and in the rest of Bengal, where, notwithstaftd- 
government, -was made penal.  ̂ ing the mutinous spirit of the native troops, not the

“ By A ct N o. X I ' , ., of 18o7, passed on the 0 th smallest indication of disaffection on the part o f the 
June, provision was made for the punishment of people had or has been manifested, an answer was 1 
persons convicted of exciting mutiny or sedition in given, setting forth at length the reasons which I 
the army'; the offender was rendered liable to the made the adoption of such a measure inexpedient. j 
punishment of death, and the forfeiture of all his “ I t  may be affirmed with confidence, that no one I 
property; and persons _ guilty of harbouring such useful object would have been attained by die pro- 
offenders, were made liable to heavy punishment, clamation of martial law throughout India, or in 
I ower was also given to general courts-martial, to any part of India wherein it was not proclaimed, 
try all persons, whether amenable to the articles which has not been attained in a  far more effectual 
oi war or not, charged with any offence punishable way by special legislation adapted to the condition 
by this or the preceding a c t ; and the supreme and of a country throughout vast tracts of which mili- 
local executive governments were authorised to tary authority was altogether unrepresented, and by 1 
issue commissions in any district for the trial, by the executive measures consequent thereupon; while 
single commissioners, without the assistance of law the mere proclamation of martial law, without such 
officers or assessors, and with absolute and final special legislation, though it, might have sounded 

j power ot judgment arid execution, of any crime more imposingly, would have cramped the action of 
| against the state, or any heinous offence whatever; government, by debarring the government from the 

the term 'heinous offence’ being declared to include assistance of its civil officers in the suppression of 
| every crime attended with great personal violence, mutiny and of the crimes which have accompanied it. 

or committed with the intention of forwarding the “ We now advert to the resolution of the 31st of 
designs of those who are waging war against the July, containing directions to civil officers respect-

* ,  xt v xn  ,  „  ing tlle punishment of mutineers, deserters, and
o) -dot N o. X V 1., of loo7, all heinous offences rebels, and the burning of villages, 

committed in any district under martial law, or in “ It has been shown that, before this resolution 
any district to which this act might be extended, was passed, civilians had been authorised to try for 
were made, punishable by death, transportation, or mutiny and desertion (offences previously cognizable j 

I imprisonment, and by forfeiture of all property and only by courts-martial), and that enormous powers 
| ,,Cr ;  had been given by the legislature for the punish- j

. „ a Se 1 ®nonJ>ou» powers have been largely ex- ment of the crimes of rebellion, mutiny, and deser- I 
ereisea. th ey  have neeii entrusted not to military tion, and others of less degree, to  such individual j 

! ® . ’f  °'l p  but to , . <W»d trustworthy civil officers as might be appointed special commis- I
I ?°,nneoted w'ffi tbe government, who, sioners by government, or *o such other officers as I
1 had n o ^ th o ritv W«P^>tnr t  8° .  callud’ r \ lld haVe tbe gow nm ent should invest with the power of  

- ? W hi?s the» * y been put issuing commissions; and gentlemen, both in and 
in force in parts of the country where there were few out of the regular service of government, had been
tI0X ’ Z f Z ° , f BelV 0 Spare fHr T h puri,ose- sPecial commissioners under the acts!
-XTV and Xi-vrree ‘T®ve*mentn>nod act Nos. X L ,  The appointment of special commissioners might 
A t A V I., Luropcan British subjects are have been restricted to the governor-general in

U t * ^ P X “ perat, 0n‘ - council, or to the executive governments, tad there
_ ’  8 5 1 ,pow er was given to not been, any interruption to  the free communica-

I t t0 Pem m  or pc-sons, civil tion between the governments and their principal
! or. " 1,lltarJ’i to  whom the executive government civil officers in the districts; hut when communica- 1 
j might issue a commission for tbe purpose, to try for tion was cut off, the working of the acts would have 

mutiny or desertion any person subject to the been very much impeded if a special commissioner 
j aJtl.Cf!8 0 war nat?Te 5 ?a Powers could not be appointed except by government. I t

oi judgment and execution. 1 ohee ofecere were was therefore considered necessary in many cases, 
empowered to arrest, without warrant, persons sus- while the power of communicating existed, and 
peettd of being mutineers and deserters; and zemin- before the telegraph wires were cut, to invest the 
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principal officers, such as the chief commissioners, authorities were directed to try and sentence as j 
the commissioner of Nagpore, commissioners of dis- mutineers all such persons, and to punish fo rth ru *  
triets, &c., with the power of appointing special all who could not show either that they Were not j
commissioner* under the acts. at thf. « ? ! * r or ot,her outr*tS> “i  f '

! “ It afterwards came to the knowledge of the present, they did tneir utmost to prevent it. these es- 
; government, to th  officially and through private ceptional cases were to be reported todh< government. I 
j channels, that in some instances the powers given to « It  has not been found that these orders MO 

special commissioners were being abused, or at least difficult of execution, or that they nave tended in 
i used without proper discretion, and that capital the least degree to weaken the hands of the civil 

; i punishment was inflicted for trivial offences com- power m dealing with those who have been really 
; nutted during a period of anarchy, and on evidence guilty of mutiny or desertion, to say nothing of 
! which, under ordinary circumstances, would not graver crimes. If  they have saved innocent men 
' have been received; and that in some quarters the from unjust punishment, their object has been so far 
i fact of a man being a sepoy was enough, in the attained. Upon the action of courts.martial, or upon 

state of excited feeling which then prevailed, to the proceedings of any military authority whatsoever,
insure his apprehension and immediate execution as they neither were intended to have, noi have they |
a deserter 1 *  had, any restrictive effect, Their tendency, on the

! “ There were then many native officers and sol- contrary, so far as military tribunals are concerned, j 
fliers of the Bengal army, who, though absent from is to extend the jurisdiction :o ’ those tribunals, and |

I their regiments, were wholly innocent of the crime to transfer to them cases which in ordinary course ,
1 of desertion, and some who, so far from being guilty would have been dealt with bv civil officers. 1 hey 
j of mutiny, had used their best endeavours to prevent impose no labour upon the European troops, the 
I it, saving the lives of their European officers at the transport of the arrested men to Allahabad or other 

risk of their own. military stations being assigned to the police or
« To punish these men indiscriminately with local guards. __

death, as deserters or mutineers, would have been a “ In regard to the treatment of rebels not being 
crime. To prevent their punishment was an im- mutineers, we Warned the civil authorities to whom j 

! perative duty of the government. the power of life and death had been intrusted, that ,
“ The instructions in question were issued for the though it is ‘ unquestionably necessary in the first ,

! guidance of civil, not military officers, and were of attempt to restore order m a  .district in which the | 
necessity in force only where civil power was exer- dvil authority had been entirely overthrown, to ;

i cised. They prescribed discrimination between the administer the law with such promptitude and [
! guilts and those who might reasonably be supposed severity as will strike terror into the minds of the 

to lie innocent. They sanction no lenity to the evil-disposed among the people, and will induce
guilty. They give to the civil authorities no power them by the fear of death to abstain from plunder, , j

! i f  finally releasing even the innocent. They do not to restore stolen property, and to return to .peamitul . :
exempt mutineer or deserter, or, in fact, any officer occupations {  yet, when this object was once m  a 

; trial by court-m artial; but as re- great degree atta.ueo, that ‘ the punishment of
! <rards military offenders, they lay down rules for the crimes should be regulated with discrimination , ;

guidance of civilian* in the exercise of the powers and in the tenth paragraph, alter pointing out he ; 
i newlv vested in them hr Act X V II., of 1857, by difficulties that would probably he caused by the 

wliich cognizance was for the first, time given to administration of the law in its extreme severity 
; them of offences of a purely military character. after the requisite impression had been made upon ,

“ First, in regard to men belonging to regiments the rebellious and disorderly, and a ter order hud.
: which have not mutinied, the civil authorities were been partially restored, we desired the civil authort-
i directed to punish as deserters those only who were ties to encourage all persons to return to their occu- 

found with arms in their hands. If  guilty of rebel- patiqm, postponing all minute inquiry into past 
; ifon they could he punished as rebels apart from political offences, but punishing the principal 
I their military character; but it charged with or offenders, and making examples o. those who, after 
I suspected of desertion alone, and not found with the partial ♦tstoration of order, aught be guilty ot ,
! arms in their possession, they were to be sent back serious outrages, or of promoting the designs ol .he 
! to their regiments, or detained in prison pending rebels. . . . . . I
I the orders of the government. I f  sent back to their “ We cannot believe that these instructions 

regiments, they would of course be dealt with by the need defence, lbey are addressed only to civil 
military authorities according to their guilt or inno- authorities; to men who, scattered far and wide
™ “cey  b through the country, are wielding terrible powers,

“ Second, in regard to men belonging to regi- hut powers which in the actual condition of India , 
ments which have mutinied, but which have not, killed we have not hesitated to confer. I t  is not conceiv- 
their officers or committed any other sanguinary able that they should have hampered the action ot a ,

1 crime, or whose regiments cannot be ascertained, single soldier. Wherever troops have been avail* > e 
i the civil officers were directed to  punish as nttUti- for the purpose, they have been employed without 

neers only those who were found with arms in their any practical restriction on their acts but tne 
! possession, or who were charged with a specific act humanity and discretion of their commanding , 
i of rebellion, or whom for special reasons it might be officers. In such cases, when forcible resistance i .
i necessary to punish forthwith. All others were to been met with, quarter h a s  been rarely given; and

he sent to Allahabad, or to such other place as the prisoners, whether tried on the spot by the off e 
covernment might order, to be dealt with by the command, or made over to the civil P > -
milharv authoi-Uies. been punished immediately with extreme, but rest

“ Third, in regard to men belonging to regiments and necessary severity. If >n 8U0 *  it‘:
which have mutinied and killed any European, or condition of affairs errors have been ’
committed tiny other sanguinary outrage, the c iv il ; assuredly not on the side oi undue l e ^  y

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ -— -------------------------------- ,
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« Lastly, as regards the burning of villages, A copy of the resolution of the Indian ! 
i cur instructions—still, be it remembered, only to civil government, elated th e 81st of Ju ly , 1857 , j 
j officers—were that, though a severe measure of this jsg„jnff detailed instructions for the guid- i 

sort might be necessary as an example in some cases, *  . .. f, . , treatm ent of mm-
i where the mass of the inhabitants have committed a «><* ot civil oiliceis m  the treatm ent or niu
j grave outrage, and the individual perpetrators can- tineers, deserters, and rebels, with the view 
: not be reached, anything like a wholesale or indiscri- of preventing the hasty resort to measures j 
! minute destruction of property, without due regard 0p ext remo 'severity, was also forwarded.*
I to the guilt or innocence of those affected by it, was «  native officer or soldier belong- !
; to be strongly reprehended. Can there be a doubt fv  . . , , • • i

of the justice of this order? To ourselves, not only m g to  a regiment which had n et mutinied 
! the justice, but the necessity qf it was manifest from was to  be punished as a mere deserter, un- [ 

unofficial but perfectly trustworthy accounts which je8„ fouluf or apprehended with arm s in his 
reached ns of the proceedings of some of the audio- 0Sge8sion> Such men were to be sent back ■ 
cities, both in the Allahabad and Benares divisions, £ , . , ,  .. .  , f b i  lbo ;
shortly after the outbreak, and of the deserted state to their regiments, to  be dealt until iy |

j of the country within reach of the principal stations military powers. N ative officers and sol- ,
: at the commencement of seed-time for the autumn <}iers, being mutineers or deserters, taken 
I harvest. Its success is shown by the return of the ,  th  ^  „ower without arms ill their j

i jure* tz  a tff^ w & g s  * *  «* yo- “ r <r** f . <*;
! cultivation has not been very seriously diminished, reb e llio n , an d  b elon gin g' to  re g im e n ts  w n icn  j
i “ On f.lie whole, we may observe, that the effect had m u tin ie d , b ut h a d  n o t m u rd e re d  th e ir  j
j of the resolution, as regards the native public in the 0fpice rs  0 r  p e rp e tra te d  an y  o th e r  sa n g u i-  
j B« 'S al presidency (the vast majority of whom have t  w ere to  b e  sen t to  A lla h a b a d , |
; shown no sympathy with the rebellion), lias been to uaV  , 1  ̂ . , , ,  » . :

j allay, in a great measure, the apprehension of a ail cl th e r e  m ad e o v e r t o  th e  co m m a n d e r, to  . j
j general and indiscriminate war against Hindoos and be d e a lt w ith  by th e  m ilita ry  pow er. M u ti-  ! j
| Mussulmans, guilty or not guilty, in revenge for the n eers  o r  d eserters ta k e n  by th e  civil p ow er, j !

u m e m  of Delhi, Cawnpore, and Jhansie, which , f  d  t  b j t o  veg im en ts  which h a d  ! j 
evil-disposed persons have industriously raised.—  " ,  °  , 1

1 W e havo, See., k illed  E u ro p e a n  o fficers , o r  had c o m m itte d
‘^Canning, J. Dobing, other sanguinary crimes, might be tried and j
“ J. Low, B. P eacock. punished by the civil power. The minute

11 Cecil B eacon, Secretary to the Government continued thus:—  I
of India.” •

This important document was forwarded « The governor-general in council is_ anxious to 
to the Court of D irectors, with sundry enelo- j prevent measures of extreme severity being unneees- ; 
l ures, of which the following is a brief out- resorted to, or earned to excess, oi app ie |

mi . ,, , , i  i ,  ,, . . . .  without due discrimination, m regard to acts ot
hue. The -first was the humble petition rebeliIon committed by persons not mutineers. . i
of one M r. C. 'Williams, and 2 5 2  other « it is unquestionably necessary, in the first i ) 
inhabitants of Calcutta a nd its suburbs, to attempt to restore order in a district in which the 
the governor-general, urging his excellency c!yd authority has been entirely eyerthown, to a - j 
to proclaim martial law a t once throughout M '8trike tcrror int0 Z  mind., of the evil-dis- | 
the presidency ot Bengal. M r.C .B cadon, the posed among the people, and will induce them, by i 
secretary to the government of India, replied the fear of death, to abstain from plunder, to restore i 
to this address on the 2 1 st of August, 1857, stolen property, and to return to peaceful occupa- 
declining to accede to the request to  pro- tb’s. »nc? ® 1  j, ■ i i > 1 ,  .,  , 1 , attained, the punishment of crimes should be legu-
claim m artial law, on the ground th at such latad with discrimination.
a measure would not in auv way be useful “ The continued administration of die law m its 
or expedient, and that the substitution of utmost severity, after the requisite impression has |

! military courts in C alcutta for the ordinary bf n ma‘le uP°“ .th® rebellious and disorderly ami ,, |
, * /» • «• j i i  . n r n  , J  after order has been partially restored, would have

: c o u rts  o f  ju d ic a tu ie , w ou ld  infallibly b e  ac- tbB eg-ect 0f  exasperating the people, and would !
■ compamed with much private uncertainty, probably induce them to hand together in large : !
i inconvenience, and hardship, without any numbers for the protection of their lives, and with a j
] commensurate advantage to the community. view t0 retaliation—a result much to be deprecated.
i i, I , i l , o  netitir.Yi, .-a w,.v,. 1,1.1 14 would greatly add to the difficulties of settlingIn C alcutta, the petitioners were lenmided countI» bc||fto t if a spirit, 0f animosity against ; j

that there were  ̂ti oops enough, for the pro their rulers were engendered in the minds ot the j
tection of the city and its suburbs against people, and if their feelings were embittered by the ; i
an y  d is tu rb a n ce , a n d  t h a t  in the d iv isio n s of remembrance of needless bloodshed. The civil

? * “  r *  * « r  <»""“ ,■> » f 'i  ! '
d iffe re n t co n d itio n  o f  th in g s), m a rtia l  law  mises of pardon for such offences, to encourage all I 
h ad  a lre a d y  been p ro cla im e d  by th e  lie u te -  persons to  return to their usual occupations, and, | 
n a n t-g o v e rn o r . * See vol. i., p. 689.
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punishing only such of the principal offenders as time when, in a less excited condition of the miblic i 
can be apprehended, to postpone as lar as possible mind, and upon a calm view of the events which are 
ah minute inquiry into political offences, until such now passing in India, the orders contained la  our I 

I ; tl">* »  . ffovernnwnt are in a ponton to deal resolution of  the 3b  t of July will be no longer mis- I
with them in strength after thorough investigation, construed.” i

! ‘ It may be necessary, however, even after a district
is partially restored to order, to make examples A c . , . ,,
from time to time of such persons, if any, who may , ’ . r t I 0 . U om looal aufcllOlU- j
be guilty of serious outrages against person or pro- , s WHS also transm itted, With a long lisst | 
perty, or who, by stopping the dawk, or injuring °f persons tried and punished under the j j 

j the electric telegraph,, or,otherwise, may endeavour acts of 1857 , principally bv hanging ; !
the state^"8 ° £ ^  W,W are wa» « «  these reports, it was manifest th a t the

, ° ,  . , _  indiscriminate burning of villages had done j
In a despatch to the hast India Company, much harm  in India; and the practice was 

of the 24th  of December (No. 154, also in- denounced in a letter (unofficial) from Alla- ! 
closed), Lord Canning (in council) gave ex- habad, of the 6th of July, as “ most suicidal 1 
planations of his reasons for the issue of the and mischievous." A nother letter, from the 
above orders, beyond and apart from the same place, of the 22ud of July, complained ; 
despatch N o, 144. These reasons were to of “ the dangers arid difficulties created by 
the effect, th at great and excessive severity lawless, and reckless Europeans" there • 
had been exercised in, the punishment G. and a third, letter, also inclosed, dated 
persons supposed to be inculpated in the “ Benares, July 25th ,”  says—  
mutiny, to the exasperation of large conunu- “ The governor-general need not be afraid 
nities not otherwise hostile to the govern- of our letting off mutineers. Our object is 
meat. The despatch proceeds—  to pass over all the mutual plunderings of

.. ... , , , . , . . , .  tbo village communities during the tim e of !“ It we had refrained from taking measures to 5mfiT.ni1Yr. +i .   .. **
this end (the checking of undue severity)—if we • v  ̂ ;  \ } that matters are coming: i

j had allowed the spirit of bitterness and hatred which ana regular government is he- I
was rapidly rising up and laying fast hold of the ginning to show its face over the troubled  
minds of men of every class and race, to develop waters, to .le t bygones, be bygones wine out 

j unchecked—we should have miserably failed all these ‘ dacoities,’ as they might be termed
in our duty, and should have exposed ourselves to ,, * ,. /  »
the charge of being nothing better than instruments ~ lnt'uoe all parties to  return to tneir , 
of wild vengeance in the hands of an exasperated * " “*•* In  clear cases of plunder we are ar- 

j community. ranging for the restoration of stolen pro-
j “}We have felt that we had a higher fanction to perty, o r its value; in short, we are acting :

j “ w fhave felt that neither the government of "  a .sensib,t! schoolmaster would act after a 
India, nor any government, can wisely pur ish in parrmg out, and trying to get our children 
anger; that punishment so dealt may terrify and into order again. There is really no vice 

! crush for a season, but that with time and returning in these Rajpoot comm unities- they were
| 3  b y th .M o h a » „ e d a S .th a t
j revengefully, will have lost ita chief title to the up with us, and ear n village began
j respect of its subjects. plundering on ita own accou n t; but as soon

“We have felt that.the course which the govern- as regular government appeared, they sub- I 
meat of India may pursue at this crisis, will mainly sided into their original position. I  really  

j influence* t.he feelings with which, in time to come, _ ,, , , ,M lv
the supremacy of England will be viewed, and the  ̂ . some 01 the very men who were !

! character of tiieir rulers estimated, by many millions ready to fight the Europeans, and, in fact, 
of the queen’s subjects 5 we have therefore avoided some of those who actually did stand against

rar 5,“hr sssn/jssss ws * r s r .  r1 r r  ™
respect and attachment of the well-affected natives ,® 0*“ er (‘ay» are now quite friendly,
of India. and willing to go and fight for government

“That numbers of these, of all classes, religions, wherever desired. I t  would never do to 
I and castes, have supported the government ' with have a< servile war with OUT Hindoo pea- I 
I true loyalty,_ is known to your honourable court. santrv ” 1
I This loyalty it has been our study to confirm and , 

encourage. _ A  more triumphant refutation of thecalum - !
“ That our motives should liove been misunder- nies that had been showered upon the gdv- 

stood and our acts misrepresented—that instructions ernor-general and his administratioi , could

aa a restriction on the free action of the military in. the first of fch<5 ai><>VcdOCiliai6iits.
authorities, to whom they were not addressed—is the time it was dated, about -a year had
not surprising. But we look with confidence to the elapsed since the first discontent became
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v isib le  in the sepoy a rm y ; and th e  in te iv e n - p o p u lar c ry  th ro u g h o u t E u r o p e  w as for : 
in g  p eriod  had b e e n  so co m p le te ly  filled ju s t ic e , even to  e x te rm in a tio n , i f  n e c e s s a ry ;

| w ith  g re a t ev en ts , and th e  n e c e  sities o f a n d  th e  ru m o u r t h a t  such an  in te rfe re n ce
a c tio n  had le ft so  lit tle  tim e fo r  ca lm  in - as  t h a t  ch arged  u pon M r. G ra n t  h ad  been
q u iry , th a t  no o n e  cou ld  be ju s tifie d  in  p e rm itte d , o r a fte rw a rd s  sa n ctio n e d , by th e  
s a y in g  how fa r th e  C o m p an y , o r  th e  B o a rd  g o v e rn o r-g e n e ra l, ad d ed  m u ch  to  th e  u u- ; 
o f  C o n tro l, o r th e  In d ia n  m ilita ry  d iscip line, fa v o u rab le  opinion  th a t  p rev ailed  in  m an y  | 
o r  th e  civil g o v e rn m e n t a t  C a lc u tta , w ere q u a rte rs , of h is lo rd sh ip ’s p olicy . A t  len g th  i

j o r  w e re  not to  b la m e  fo r th e  m u tin y , o r for th e  re p o rt  assu m ed  so tangible a  sh ap e, th a t  1
th e  u n p rep ared  s ta te  in  which i t  fo u n d  th e  if  a t tr a c te d  th e  a t te n tio n  o f L o r d  C a n n in g ’s |
g o v e rn m e n t. A s  re g a rd s  th e  A n g lo -In d ia n  fr ie n d s , who lo s t n o  tim e  in re fe rr in g  to  him  j 
g o v e rn m e n t itse lf, th e  only te st to  b e used fo r th e  actual fa c ts  u p on  w hich  s o  serious a 
w as th e  fact o f  s u cce ss— n ot im m e d ia te , c h a r g e  rested . A  co rre sp o n d e n ce  w ith  M r.  
sw eep in g , u n re s is te d  su ccess, b u t fa ir  sue- G r a n t  n a tu ra lly  e n s u e d ; and th e  follow ing  
c e s s , su ch  as b o ld n ess, en erg y , an d  p ru d e n ce  official d ocu m en ts sh ow  his lo rd s h ip ’s p ro ­
m ig h t  b e  e x p e cte d  to  o b ta in  in th e  m id st o f ce e d in g s  in  th e  m a t te r ,  and a lso  c o n ta in  an  
u n e x a m p le d  d ifficu lties. T r ie d  b y  th a t  u nq ualified  d en ia l, as  well as a  co m p lete  
s ta n d a rd , th e  C a lc u t ta  g o v e rn m e n t m ig h t re fu ta tio n  o f  th e  alleged  im p ru d e n ce , o r  
w ell c la im  to  h a v e  d on e its d u ty  efficiently , even  g re a te r  fa u lt , said  to  h ave b een  com - 
a n d  th a t  L o rd  C a n n in g  an d  h is  advisers m it te d  by th e  lie u te n a n t-g o v e rn o r  o f th e  
h a d  p roved  th e m se lv e s  to  be su cce ssfu l ad- C e n tr a l  P ro v in c e s ;—
m in is tra to rs  a t a  m o st m o m en to u s crisis . A  „  . , ,  „ . . I

* » « • * ■ . ? * * > » » -  ^ X S l Z & V Q S X S i S t l
p o r t  a n t  sta te  p a p e r , a.L In d ia  w as exp ected  Strachey, Secretary to the Lieutenant-governor o f  

j j t o  r is e  in arm s a g a in s t  th e  d o m in a tio n  o f JBenaret, dated 19ih  December, 1857.
E n g la n d . F r o m  D elh i to  L u c k n o w  th e  “ The English newspapers, received by the last I 
c o u n tr y  wax in  a f la m e ; and C e n tr a l  In d ia , ma*b contain articles. condemning the lieutenant-
w ith  its  m u ltitu d e o f  l ittle  so v ere ig n tie s , was !or havmg pardoned and liberated 160 j

, , ..  , . ,. , oi the Cawnpore mutineers and rebels, who had
a lm o s t  en tire ly  o u t of o u r h a n d s ; w hile , l a  been seized by General Neill; and in some papers 
E n g la n d , th e  p u b lic  w ere d read in g  t o  h ear it is said that the. lieutenant-governor punished with 

: b y  e v e ry  m ail th a t  th e  arm ies o f  B o m b ay  death English soldiers who assaulted the mutineers.
• and Madras were in revolt, and that the ... “ governor-general is well aware that nothing

-n • t. ■ , u se this can have taken place: but he requests Mr.
! | a n ja b  was again  a  h ostile  p ro v in ce  in  th e  Grant to write to him, stating whether there is any 
I b a u d s  of th e  S ik h s . B u t  ill D e ce m b e r, conceivable foundation, however slight, for such a 
| 1 8 5 7 ,  th e se  p ro sp e cts , o r ra th e r  th e s e  evil story: and whether M r. Grant at any time saw reason 

fo reb o d in g s, had u n d erg o n e  a  v a s t  ch an g e , t0 ®rl\? *au*t any Getieml Neill’s measures 
an d  th e  wrest T n d im  rnneinw w -,« lh e  governor-general will he glad to receivea n a  live g reat In d ia n  m u tin y  w a s  tra n s- Mr. Grant’s letter by the 24th instant, in order

i f °T m ed  m to  a m e re  provin cial in s u rre c tio n , that the truth may be known in England as soon 
re q u ir in g , in stead  o f  a  g ig an tic  sch e m e  o f as possible.”

j o p e ra tio n s  ag ain st a n  en em y  d isp ersed  over ----------
a  m illio n  and a -h a lf  o f  square m ile s , th e  From  the Hon. J .  P . Grant, Lieutenant-yonernor o f  
co m p arativ ely  m in o r  exertio n s ca lle d  for by Central Provinces, to the Rip hi H on. Viscount
a  w a r th a t  seem ed to  have dw indled  in to  It £ «  § £ £ S £ Y ^ r* o fI^ ia> d a ted Jim ares>

i lo c a l  cam p aig n . “ My dear Lord,— I  am greatly obliged by your 1 i
j : B ) som e m eans o r  o th er, n ever th o ro u g h ly  lordship’s telegraphic message received to-day

u n d e rs to o d , a  re p o r t  h ad  obtained  c u rre n c y  through Mr. Talbot,, mentioning that, the English : j 
th r o u g h  the L o n d o n  new spapers, t h a t ,  a fte r newspapers, just received, condemn me for having, j |

! th e  d e p a rtu re  o f  G e n e ra l Neill fro m  Dawn- ?? they !llle«t ! pnrdon. d and liberated 150 of the 
... ..... ; n  A l e e -  \r„ t p  r  ,  , Cawnpore mutineers and rebels who had been seized

I p o re , m  A u g u st, 1 8 5 7 ,  M r. J .  P . G r a n t , who by General Neill: and that in some papers it is said I
h a d  b een  sent up by th e  g o v ern o r-g e n e ra l that I  punished with death English soldiers who ! | 
to  fu lfil the im p o r ta n t  functions o f  civil assaulted the mutineers. One story is not true, and j 
g o v e rn o r  of th e  C e n tr a l  P ro v in ces, b ad  so lij? other not,possibly be true; but your lord- j j

t  * *  ^  q t a i m t e y  i
ra i lg e m e n ts  ot th e  g e n e ra l, as to  p a rd o n  and tion, however slight, for such stories, and whether I 
s e t  a t  lib erty  u p w ard s o f  a h u n d red  o f  the anytim e saw reason to find fault with General

| re b e ls  an d  m u tin e e rs  o f  C aw n p o re , whom mea®ures-
General Neill had previously selected for *“nociva 1̂0, N a tio n , however j. r  / A, r. ' Slight, ior either story. I  have not pardoned a

! extreme punishment. At toe time, the single person, or commuted a single sentence, and I i
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I have not released a single person, seized by General of malignant and unfounded attack, an opportu- 
i i Neill or any one else, since I have been' in these nity of returning the speediest denial to  the misre* 
j provinces. No case connected with any assault by presentations by which he has b.-cn assailed.
] | European soldiers bh mutineers, and no case of any “ The telegraph has enabled me to do this; and 
| | similar nature, Ims come before me in any way what- Mr. Grant’s answer will go to the H on. Court of 

j soever. . Directors by the mail of this day.
j ** 1 have never seen reason to find fault with any “ I  leave the question and the answer to speak for j 
j of General Neill’s measures. As it has happened, I themselves.

have never had any relations, direct or indirect, ofti- “ I t  is probable that the tale will have run its 
d al or unofficial, with General Neill, or any concern course and died away before this contradiction of it j 
of any sort with any act of his. I have never had can reach England; hut, I  think it important that j 
any correspondence with o r about General Neill, and the honourable court should be made aware how j 
I do not remember ever to  have seen him. I  am very cautiously the most positive and unhesitating 
sure that in my private conversation I have never j assertion. regarding passing events in India are to J 
spoken of- the character of this lamented officer but I be received at, the present time, 
with the admiration of his noble, soldierly qualities, “ I t  seldom happens that a false charge assumes so 
which I have always felt. plain and categorical a shape, and one which can be

“ I arrived here on the 28th of August, and so completely grappled with, as that which has been 
General Neill left these provinces with Sir James levelled against the lieutenant-governor of the O n *
Outram for Lucknow a few days afterwards. I  am tral Provinces.
confident that no occurrences such as these stories (Signed) “ Canning— J . Dorin— J . L ow ."  
describe, relative to released prisoners or condemned
soldiers, happened at all within that period, and I  I t  m a y  he re m e m b e re d , th a t  in  t h e  m o n th  i 
never heard of anj such occurrences having happened f  A u g u 8 t  follow ing th e  o u tb re a k  a t  M e e r u t ,  
at any other time. F o r  myself, since I have been Ttp . ..  .  . ,  , . , •
here, I  have not had the slightest approach to a th e  B r i t i s h  re s id e n ts  a t  C a lc u tta  h a d  p re ­
difference, I  do hot. say with General Neill a t Cawn- s e a te d  a  p etitio n  d e c la r in g  th e ir  d is t ru s t  of  
pore, but I say with any military officer in any such th e  e x is tin g  p re c a u tio n s , an d  p ra y in g  th a t  
position as his anywhere. Neither I nor any one m a r t ia l  law  m ig h t b e p r o c la im e d  a t  o n c e . T h e

these stories* 11 ^  *° fabncatl0n of re fu s a l  o f  th e  g o v e rn o r-g e n e ra l  to  a s s e n t  to
** I  will only add that the stories are in one sense th is  w as a  p rin c ip a l ca u so  of th e  e x ce ss iv e  j j 

badly invented, as they impute to me a tendency v io le n c e  w ith  which he was su b se q u e n tly  , j 
which all who have ever .heard me speak on the sub- a ssa i|e d b y  th e  C a lc u t ta  p ublic a n d  th e  j 

| ject know that I have not, I  have the same feelings L o r d  C a n n in g 's  e x p la n a tio n  o f  th e  !
i towards these perfidious murderers that other Ji-ng- t T ,  . ,  . . . . . . . . 4
| iishmen have, and I  am not chary of expressing- c o u rs e  lie  ad op ted  in  th e  d e sp a tch  q u o te d , 

j them. No man is more strongly impressed with thy c o m p le te ly  e x o n e ra te d  his a d m in is tra tio n  
I necessity of executing, on this occasion, justice with fro m  t h e  c h a rg e  o f  im b e c ile  a n d  u n p a rd o n - ! 

the mos’ extreme severity, than Ja m ; and it is im- flbje  i e n jt y  g0 o f te n  b ro u g h t a g a in s t  i t . |

m . ^ , - * * * / . * *  < * » * * * •
have mistaken them.— Y ou r lordship’s very faithful p o w e r w h ich  a c te d  f a r  m o re  su m m a rily , j 
servant, ’ v ig o ro u s ly , an d  effe ctiv e ly  th a n  c o u r ts -m a r -

(Signed) “ J .  P . G r a n t .” t ja]  C0U1<1 h ave d o n e  in  so  vast a  co u n try ,
----------- w h e re  so ld iers  w e re  few , a n d  w h e re  m artia l. I

Minute by the R ight H on. the Governor-yenerai, j h a d  a lw ay s b e e n  co n sid e re d  as o n ly  ap - dated 24th 'December, 18o7. , . r  , , * •
« I wish to place on official record the telegraphic pbC able to  th e  c a s e s  o t reb els o r  e n e m ie s  . 

message, and the private letter, which accompany this a c tu a lly  in  a rm s . O n  t h e  w hole, th e  le t te r  
minute. w as lo o k e d  u p o n  a s  a  s u b s ta n tia l  d e fe n c e  to

“ On the arrival, four days ago, of the mail which j.yie c h a r g e s  in sisted  u p o n  a g a in s t h im  ; an d  I
left England on the 10th of November, I  became . '5|p n „ m  M fisid ered  th a t h e  w h o  h ad
aware, for the first time, of a report having been «  w as at lengtn c o n s ia m to  ttid t n t u n
transmitted about three months ago from India to e x e rc is e d  su p re m e  pow e r  d u rin g  t h e  p e rio d  |
England, to the effect that the lieutenant-governor o f  th e  o u tb u rs t , w as fa ir ly  e n title d  t o  c re d it  i 
of the Central Provinces had liberated 150 mutineers fo r  tb e  su cce ss  th a t  h a d  a tte n d e d  h is e ffo rts  I 
or rebels placed in confinement by Brigadier-general ,  , n re se rv „t - f  t j e  Indian e m p ire .
Neill. I  learnt that this story, sometimes with am- J! . ** I- ,  . ,  , H ,
plifications, but always the same in the main, had p ro g re s s  oi t h e  ladies an d  ch llc lie n , j
not only been current in newspapers, and had jyid  o f  th e  w ounded  s o ld ie rs  o f  th e  g a rris o n  
created,'as well it might create, a general feeling of 0 f  L u c k n o w , from  t h e  s c e n e  o f  th e ir  su ffer- j 
indignation in England, but that it was not alto- • t  C a ]c a t t a  wns m a rk e d  by n se rie s  o f  - 
gether disbelieved even by  persons generally well- J  T i  .„  j
informed on Indian matters. o v a tio n s . T h e ir  d e p a r tu re  from  L u c k  now ,

“ I  knew that nothing of the kind had happened • a n d  fr o m  C a w n p o re  has a lre a d y  b een  , 
but I did not know that the story might not he | n o tic e d  ;  a n d  th e  follow  in g  e x t r a c t  from  
traceable to some cause or source in fact; and I was c o m m u n ic a tio n  d a te d  “ Allahabad, D e c. 

i at all events desirous of giving to one of the ablest , ,  „ _ r. , ,  , . u-hieli
servants of the government, placed in a post of 7 th , 1 8 o 7 ,”  m a rk s  t h e  ^ e p  in te re s t  w h icli ,
heavy responsibility, and who has been the mark [ th e ir  h e ro ic  e n d u ra n c e  h a d  e x cite d  at. t .  a t  |

VOL. II. 3  F 401

................................................................................ ’...............................................

1.0. 1 8 5 7 .]  I N D I A N  M U T I N Y . [t h s  n n i i i a i ,  O i - J



place also:— “ For the last two or three j to us on our arrival at Allahabad, and we
‘% s , the brigadier and all his staff have ' remained there ten days. Lieutenant I f -------
been making the best arrangements they : and I  intended goingdown country by dak; 

j could for the accommodation of the ladies, 1 but the day we proposed to start, an order 
I women, and children expected from Luck- | came up to stop any more officers travelling j 

J now. The brigadier selected our brigade- in this way; we were obliged, therefore, to j 
major to proceed yesterday by rail tcj wait for the steamer, and, even on board, I 

! ! Chenier, to escort the ladies down, who could not manage to get a cabin; rather 
j | were expected to arrive here at noon to-day. than wait for one in the next, we took deck 

, At that hour all the carriages in the place passages, and started on the 18th. As yet, 
were assembled at the railway. About 2 we have only got so far on our voyage,

| j *$*•> a distant whistle announced the ap- We remained one day at B e n a re sa n d , 
proacb of the train, which was answered by while there, I  took a walk through that 

! a spon taneous shout of pent-up feeling from famous city, reputed to be the wealthiest in 
I all assembled. The train arrived; and was India, and" noted at present for being the 

received by such cheers as British soldiers hotbed of conspiracy and treason, at the 
| | antl tailors only know how to give, that same time assuming to be the most reli- j 

! would have done your kind heart good to gious. Every third or fourth house is a I 
j hear. When all were fairly out of the Hindoo temple, or a mosque dedicated to I 

train, the fort-adjutant called out, * One some unknown god. It  was very ridiculous ; 
cheer more for our women, boys P and to see the wretched natives prostrate them- i 
I  think it will be many a long year ere they selves before their images of wood and 
foiget the entire heartiness with which that stone, and place garlands around their 

i call was responded to.” necks. This is also a great emporium
It should be observed, that the line of for Brahmin bulls—-sacred auimals in the 

j c a r .t s  and conveyances, of various sorts, eyes of the Hindoos. In  the narrow streets, !
; which had brought the wayfarers from where two persons can scarcely walk abreast, 
j Cawnpore to Allahabad (a distance of 143 if you meet one of these bulls, you must 

miles), extended five miles in length; and give way. To attempt to strike the beast, 
when it is considered that the escort de- or drive him before you, would immediately 

! inched for its protection was limited to raise a mob, and you would run a good 
about 500 men only, and that a large body chance of being pelted out of the city, if not 
of insurgents was stationed in the neigh- worse treated. Next to Benares we came 

j bourhood of Cawnpore, while formidable to Ghazeepore, aud there learned that, about 
parties hovered about the line of march for twelve miles down the river, the water was 
nearly the whole distance, the ultimate safe so shallow, that nine steamers had stuck 
arrival ol the convoy at Allahabad, may be fast in the mud, and were unable to proceed, 
looked upon as a special intervention of We remained three days at Ghazeepore, iu- 
l)ivme 1 rovidencc, which thus watched over eluding Christmas-day. Most, of our people 
t ie wounded and the most helpless of its went out to dine, but I  did not leave the 
people, and brought them, with grateful steamer; I  had a bad dinner, and felt very 
leaits, to a haven of safety. miserable. All the passengers, chiefly poor

A young officer of the rescued garrison, widows of officers, and orphans, were in
who had been severely wounded during the black; not even a bottle of wine to be 
defence of Lucknow m ,t letter dated from had worth drinking to absent friends. Not- 
X ecemuer ~»tli to January 5th, describes withstanding the late of the nine steamers, 
some incidents of the progress of the convoy we started to make trial of the dangerous 
towards Calcutta, as f a l l o w s p o s i t i o n  ; and, strange to sav, after sticking 

| ,  . . , Binapore, Dec. 28th. fast aud getting off again two or three
i , , , t iHlk last ietter vvas from Alla- times, we passed all the steamers, and got 

liabad, giving you some account of our over the difficulty right -gallantly. W e 
troubles on the way from Cawnpore, after reached Buxar last night, and hope to arrive 
the relief of Lucknow, and defeat of the at Dinapore this evening. No change has |
enemy at the l ittr r place by the commander- taken place in the character of my wouud I |

; in-chief. On the whole, I  think the jour- since I  last wrote, either for better or worse. |
| although a lough one, has done me no I  fear it will be necessary to undergo an |
| barm. We found everything very comfort- operation; there is a large piece of loose 

able, and everyone most kind ami attentive bone in the interior of the wouud, and the 1 
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aperture has dosed up so much, that it will from the ramparts of Port William an- 
be difficult for it to work its war out to the nounced that the M adras  was passing I 

! surface without surgical aid. We have sis- Acheepore ; and almost everybody that had j
j ! teen of the ladies of the garrison of Luck- horse or carriage rode down to" Prinsep’s

now on board, and thirty children; they Ghat, where it was intimated the passen- 
j are nearly all the widows or orphans of gers would land. The M adras having, 

officers who fell in the defence of that however, a heavy up-country boat in tow,
place; the gi-eater number of these poor made, notwithstanding the tide in her
things are without a second pair of shoes or favour, but slow progress; and, as it soon 
stockings, or change of clothing of any kind, became evident that she could not come up I 

j “ Dec.29th.— Here we are at Dinapore, and ere the night set in, a telegraphic message
j intend going on again to-morrow morning, was dispatched to the commander of the 
j No news, except that the day before yester- steamer to anchor below Garden-reach, j 
, day the troops here went out to Chuprah, and to come up next morning. At six j 
j about fourteen miles off; licked the rebels o'clock on Saturday morning, a crowd of 

most delightfully, and took four large guns, people assembled at Prinsep’s Ghat; but n 
\ No loss on our side. dense fog delayed the arrival of the M adras,

«  j an. 5th.— I  now write from Coolna: we and it was not until a quarter to eight that 
; have had a fair passage up to this time, con- she could he sighted. A royal salute of 
j sidering the low water in the river; but we twenty-one guns from the ramparts of Fort j 
! left the"Ganges, 1 may say, two days ago, William announced her arrival, and other j 

and are now in one of its" small branches, salutes followed from the men-of-war in the ;
1 I  think three days will land us in Calcutta, river. All vessels in the river, with the j j 

I  am now anxious to reach the end of exception of the American ships close to I 
i our journey. My poor head has been con- Prinsep’s Ghat, were dressed out with all j 

stoutly probed to" get out that piece of bone, their flags, and presented a very imposing j 
and also the muslcet-hall, without effect sight. Along the steps from the ghat 
till yesterday, when the refractory bit of down to the water’s edge was a sort of 
skull” was at last extracted. The leaden gangway, guarded by policemen; and, along 

j mark of the ball is evident on the flat the whole, red carpeting was laid out, such 
I surface. I t  was a great matter to get it as it is customary to use on state occasions,
! out; hut I  am thankful to say the surgeon At last the M adras arrived off the ghat; 
j also’discovered the ball, and hopes, in a few but owing to some cause or other, con- 

days to remove it also; then the wound siderable delay took place before the pas- 
will speedily heal up. But I  must undergo sengers could he landed ; the public, in the 
an operation for this after I  reach Calcutta.”  meantime, looking on in stern silence, as if 

At length the rescued hand approached afraid lest even now some accident might 
within sight of the capital of British Ind ia; happen to those whose escape from the 

I anj  as the steamer M adras slowly glided hands of a barbarous and bloodthirsty 
a!onfr the bosom of the Hooghlv with its enemy was decreed by a merciful Provi- 1 
honoured freight, the sympathies of the deuce. The whole scene partook of a 
people who lined the banks and landing- solemnity rarely witnessed; and, indeed, 
places of the river, found expression in joyous the expression on the faee of the bystanders 
congratulations and fervent thanksgiving, betokened universal sympathy for those 
I t  will be remembered that, in anticipa- they were about to welcome to the hos- 
tion of the arrival of the Lucknow fugi- pitable City of Palaces. Mr. Beadon, the 
tires, Lord Canning had, a few days pre- secretary of the home department, on be- j
vious, issued a government notification half of government; the H o n .------ Talbot, |
announcing the event, and suggesting the private secretary to the governor-general, 
most decorous mode of reception for indi- on behalf of Lord Canning; and Dr. Leckie, 
viduals so painfully circumstanced as were as secretary to the Relief Committee, went 
many of the party.* How well his lord- down to the water’s edge to receive the j 
ship’s thoughtful precautions were carried ladies. A sudden rush towards the river a j 
into effect, will he seen from the following thronging towards the gangway, and a slight , 
extract from a communication dated “ Cal- whisper of voices, indicated that the land- J
eutta, January 10th, 1857 mg had begun. Cheers were given at first, ;

“ On Friday, the 8th, at 5 p .m., two guns but only slowly responded to—people evi-
‘ • gee ante, p. 99. dently being too much occupied with their
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own reflections to think of cheering; but' "W e  arrived safely at Calcutta this roorn- 
as the ladies and children proceeded up, iiig, and were received by the authorities 
people doffed their hats almost mechani- and all the European inhabitants with 
caily, silently looking on as the heroines enthusiasm. A salute was fired from the 
passed up. At this moment another ship fort; the men-of-war also saluted; aud all 

I in the harbour fired a salute; but it did the vessels in the harbour were dressed out 
not sound joyfully; it appeared rather like in flags, according to a general order of the
minute-guns in remembrance of those governor in council. A crimson carpet was >

) whose widows and orphans were now pass- laid from the steamer to the carriages which |
iog in solemn review before us, were in waiting to take us off to most I

j “ The black dresses of most of the ladies comfortable quarters. The cheering, as we ]
I | told the tale of their bereavement; whilst passed up the carpet, was vociferous: our [
| ! the pallid faces, the downcast looks, and reception was altogether of the most gra-

I the slow walk, bore evidence of the great tifving character/’ 
sufferings they must have undergone both Although not necessarily connected with j 

; in mind and body. And yet how- thankful the incidents of the revolt, it may here be 
should we be that they have been spared noticed as an historical fact, that on the j 
other trials, in comparison to which death 2nd of January, 1857, the aged and much j

I itself would be relief. As they passed, a venerated Dr.’ D. Wilson, bishop of Cal- I
| | chaos of sad recollections forced itself upon eutta, died at the episcopal residence in that
I ‘ our minds, and we asked-...-where are those city, in the eighty-second year of his age.
j 1 who, for the sake of saving English women This eminent divine, and worthy successor 

and' children from dishonour and death, of the inspired Heber, was to the*last in the 
j have willingly sacrificed their own lives? full possession of his faculties, aud in his 

Where is the illustrious Havelock? where personal movements was as active as most 
. the heroic Neill? where so many others men at fifty. Bishop Wilson, although not 

that have stretched forth the arm for the popular, was greatly missed in society; for
rescue of helpless women and innocent in India, it had not been usual to expa-
children? Alas! they are no more; but tiate on the errors of European society.

I their names will live for ever in the heart I Burmah, he openly, from the pulpit, taxed 
j of every true Briton. And, though there the Europeans with their concubinage; aud,
| is no monument to mark the place where in his diocese, he never hesitated one mo- 

they sleep the everlasting sleep, their blood merit to reprehend any one who deserved it, 
has marked in indelible ink, in the bosoms of however elevated might be his official or 
their surviving brethren, the word ‘ retribu- social rank. There was a keenness of per- [ 
tion.' The solemn procession thus passed ception about him that penetrated far below | 
on, and was handed into carriages which the glittering surface presented to the world. 1 

: conveyed them to their temporary home. Liberal to the last degree, ha upheld that 
Home, did we say ? I t  sounds almost like which be believed to be right in the uneorn - ; 
mockery to call the solitary room of the promising spirit of John Knox. Of blame- !

[ widow and her orphan by that name, less purity of life, he was rigidly just in all t
| though the government Gazette intimated his transactions with the world* He con- '

that the governor-general’s state barges and tinned, to the end of his career, strongly I
carriages would be in attendance, by some attached to the evangelical section of the I 
oversight none of them came up to the English church, and invariably displayed a ! j
ghat; alio we confess that, in our humble preference for fellow-labourers in the vine- ! ■
opinion, the presence of Lord and Lady yard of similar tendencies. Ills  magnifi- I
Canning on such an occasion would have cent library, collected at a vast expense 1
been as desirable as gratifying to all.” from all parts of the world, was bequeathed i i

One more extract from a letter of the by him to the city of Calcutta f  
wounded officer already referred to,* ex- Early in 1857,* the hostile feeling enter- 
presses the gratification felt by the sufferers tained by the people of the Bengal pre- 
at their most considerate r e c e p t i o n s i d e n c y  against the governor-general, which

* kC*ee ante’ P- 402‘ . L  , and reverence of' the flock committed to his charge,
t  Among many graceful tributes to the worth of a The writer says— “ A  fine old English gentleman 

! eminent y qualified to adorn the hierarchy has departed, full of years and honours; one that, in
j | of the Christian church m India, the following re- his time, was an able servant; of that church of which,
; j marks of the Bom bay Gazette are selected, as specially even to the end, he was an ornamen t. While the I

j jecording m e claims of Dr. Wilson to the esteem physical capability remained with him, Bishop I
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I had in some degree abated for a short time, [ listed public sympathy strongly in his fa-
revived with a tone of increased virulence, vour; but he has proved himself thoroughly

j of which the following extract from Cal- incompetent. Nothing but the support of
I t cutta correspondence, supplies ample proof. Lord Palmerston can keep him in India;
! The writer, dating January 10th, says— and on this he relies. Even Calcutta civi-
| ! “ Lord Canning is still of opinion that lians have had their eyes opened by facts.
;  i the mutiny will speedily be put down. Even Mr. John Peter Grant— whose mis-

| Public feeling and public judgment, among *sion to Benares at such a crisis, when sol- j
all classes, are very strong against him. diers and not members of council were | |
Apparently nothing can or will open his required, was the signal for a unanimous | j
eyes. At this moment the greatest inso- shout of derision—even he has come to the j 

| lence of demeanour is tolerated in the sepoys conclusion that swift, sharp justice is now j j
j at Barrackpore. They salute no one; and indispensable; but Lord Canning cannot
i General Hearsey has in vain endeavoured he stung into patriotism or roused into j

to obtain permission to bring to trial and righteous indignation. The feeling against
| condign punishment a havildar and two him is well-nigh unanimous; and civilians
| sepoys known t«j?be most deeply implicated of real talent, who know something of India
I in some of the greatest atrocities. He can- beyond the Calcutta ditch, condemn him
i not succeed. The answer is, ' The governor- as strongly as the sternest and most fiery

general is averse to measures of severity.’ soldiers. Much of the blame of his inane
Do not be misled by the excuse that Lord proceedings lias been thrown upon the

|n'’ ; j Canning is in the bauds of bad advisers, military secretary, Colonel B irch; but most
_ | and that his civilian councillors are the unjustly, since he is far from holding his j

| persons to blame for his absurd apathy, lordship’s views, or having that influence to 
| obstinacy, and weak-minded attempts at which his high position and experience 

conciliation and clemency. They are in- entitle him.”
competent enough; and their measures have Another writer says— “ Lord Canning ; j 
been sufficiently pernicious to justify the has been so frightened by the accusation of 
conviction that the curse of India has been missionary zeal, that he is ready to do any- 

| the preposterous interference of civilians in thing to dear himself from it. The old 
military affairs. But Lord Canning is alone policy of protecting Mohammedanism and j 

! answerable for his own acts. He began by Hindooism is in greater force than ever. I 
! professing that he would act independently It  cannot be too often repeated, that oui j 
I of council and secretaries, and thereby en- duty, both as a just government and as a ,

Wilson was a watchful and diligent overseer of the offereda pretex., such as it was, for demanding ‘ more 
j establishment committed to his charge. As bishop bishops for India!’ The Bishop of Calcutta could j and metropolitan, he went about, by land and by not possibly supervise his see, although it was only ; 
i water, from the Sutlej to Singapore, from the Irra- coincident with that of the governor-general and 
| waddy to Kurrachee. We have heard of his tra- thecomraander-in-chief; so the necessity for a Bishop 

veiling in a native ‘ gig j* and it is on record, that the of Agra, at least, was apparent. The old man’s t 
: pilot-brig in which he was voyaging was brought-to death, and the appointment of a more physically 

by a shot from a royal man-of-war, for having pre- able and active successor —  say Dr. Dealtry, of 
sumed on his presence to hoist the union-jack. But Madras, who last year performed the visitation tour 

! his days of active duty had long been past; and we for the metropolitan— wall abolish this poor excuse 
I should gladly have seen the octogenarian prelate for a further appropriation of the revenue to sec- j retire, to make room for an overseer of greater phy- tional religious purposes. Bishop Wilson, as many 
! sical competence. His continuance in an office the of our readers are aware, was a gentleman of hand- 

duties of which he was unable to perform, was, how- some and aristocratic countenance. He was for a 
ever, induced by no sordid motive. He had shown, longtim e the most popular preacher in his diocese, j 
if only by his magnificent contribution— at hast a and retained his place so long as he could be heard, 

j lac of rupees— to the building of the new Calcutta His sermons were liked as much for their intellec- 
i cathedral, that he had no inordinate regard for filthy tual character and wholesome doctrine, as for an 

lucre. B ut the old man, ever ready to magnify his originality, bordering on eccentricity, which often 
office, determined long ago to cling to it to the last distinguished them, and which spiced them with 1 
— to die Bishop of Calcutta and metropolitan of personal and social allusions often of a very pun- 
India, and to be buried in the sepulchre which he gent flavour. Formerly there were few public i j 
prepared for himself under the altar of ' new meetings at Calcutta at which a bishopcouM pro­
cathedral. His remains Will have been attended to perly attend, whence Dr. Wilson was missing. A t ; 
this .resting-place by an unusual gathering of very one held after our Affghan disasters, he closed his , 
sincere mourners; for, with all the eccentricities of speech with the exclamation, ‘ Only let us get at 
his character and his age, he was much likea and them 1’ and the energy and enthusiasm of this 
respected in Calcutta. One of the worst results of burst of natural feeling caused it long to be r#1 

[ Bishop Wilson's retention of office was, that it membered.”
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Christian one, is to tolerate all false reli- not knowing where to go! because, as the 
gions, but not to protect them. Hitherto officials expressed it, ‘ they had not reported 
we base fostered and encouraged them, and themselves/ and therefore they had no offi- 
we have especially patronised Mohatnme- rial knowledge of their arrival. The conse- 
danism as being the most dangerous, querree was, that when at last shelter was 
During the Mohurrurn this year, the gov- found for the men, many of the officers ! 
ernor-general and Mr. Halliday gave the having none provided for them, and in j 
strongest assurance of protection to the1 utter ignorance where to go or what to do, i 
Mohammedan community—-exhorted them they actually passed the night in the open 
not to fear any interference, and actually air.”
sent European policemen to keep the roads, How far the statement in the last para- 
atul to walk at the head of the processions, graph was, or was not, warranted by facts,
So completely did the Mohammedans take might have been easy of proof; but as the 
possession of the road, that gentlemen alleged neglect does not appear to have 
wishing to pass to another part of the town called forth the indignant remonstrance of 
were turned back. I  am at a loss to con- a commander so watchful for the comfort 
ceive on what principle the disaffected Mo- and accommodation of his troops as Sir 
hnmmedans of Calcutta are to receive a Colin Campbell was well known to be, it is 
degree of protection, and to be allowed ex- likely that the charge against the govem- 
clusive privileges, which would not he ment-house officials in this instance, rested 
accorded to any class of religious procession upon no better foundation than did the , 
at home. The business of the police should accusation against M r. Grant, which had 
be to keep Europeans or Hindoos from already been stripped of every pretension to 
breaking the heads either of Mussulmans truthfulness.*
or of each other; and, on the other hand, On the 31st of January, the governor- 
to keep any procession from interfering with general, for the greater facility of commu- 
the rights or convenience of the remainder rfication with the commander-in-chief, pro­
of the inhabitants.. But, unless the strongest eeeded with his immediate staff to Allahabad,

, pressure from home is applied, the ? old where he arrived on the 7th of February,
Indian.’ system of pampering and cocker- and, on the following day, bad an in- 
in;; the most disaffected of our subjects, will terview with the commander-in-chief, who 
be pursued as of old, and with the same came down from the camp at Cawnpore for 
sort of ruinous results. Even the lamented the purpose. At this meeting, arrangements 
Sir H. Lawrence was so far infected with for the campaign in Oude were finally 
this mania as seriously to damage his plan agreed upon, and an order was issued for 
of defence at Lucknow, by requiring the raising a native force, composed wholly of 
engineer to ’ spare the holy places/ i .e .,  low -casle men, who, being without the pre- 
Mohammedan. mosques, where prayers are judices that influenced the Brahmin class 
daily offered for our destruction, and thanks of the old native army, were less accessible 
returned for the slaughter of our wives and to the temptations offered by their disaf- 
ehildven, ‘ and private property,’ This fected countrymen, and were also naturally 
undue softness was the one blemish in his better adapted for the exigencies of the 
noble character. In  such a case, neither seasons, and for police and local purposes, 
Westminster Abbey nor St. Peter’s should than the European troops, whose strength 
have been spared. To save the life of any might thereby be husbanded for occasions 
one woman or child killed within the resi- when it could be beneficially exerted, 
deticy, would have been a sufficient reason Calcutta, during the spring months of 
for laying the whole of Lucknow in ashes, 1858, was shorn of much of its splendour,
But such is the effect o f a long residence in as the capital of British India, by the ab- 
India, that few even of our best public sencc of the governor-general; and was, 
men escape being Mohnmmcdanised or moreover, subjected to occasional alarms, 
Brahmiuised, with what results has been that produced considerable excitement 
seen during the last six months. Red tape among the inhabitants. On the 3rd of 
still reign;- triumphant. Mill it be believed March, a telegraphic message was received 
at home, that the first British troops who from Barrackpore, announcing that the 
arrived, instead of being received with open sepoys of two native regiments at that ata- 
arms as deliverers, were actually suffered to tion— namely, the 2nd and 23rd Bengal 
stand for hours on the Maidan, or plain, * See ante n 400
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native infantry, were deserting from their of two companies of H .M .’s 54th regiment, 
lines in parties of ten and twelve together, and a hundred Sikhs, with some Madras 
and were believed to be on their way to cavalry and two guns, was dispatched for

, Calcutta, for the purpose of plundering the the purpose of dispersing a body of rebels, !
: inhabitants. • The -volunteer guards were at who, it was reported, had appeared at 

once called out, and pickets were stationed at Suraon, a village situated between Allaha- 
1 the posts selected, on occasions of the Bukre bad and Gopeegunge. B y  accident or by 
! Eed and the Mohurrum. The various design, the force was misdirected as re- j
| rendezvous appointed for the corps were garded the locality in which the enemy i

occupied by companies of infantry and artil- were stationed; and, upon approaching a j 
| lery, and detachments of cavalry patrolled spot in the route, surrounded by a dense 

the thoroughfares of the city. In connec- jungle, it was suddenly attacked by a large 
tion with this report, it was also asserted, body of rebels, who with six guns were 
that a native of high rank in Calcutta had there concealed. They at once opened lire 
engaged to supply the deserters with arms upon the little force thus taken by surprise, j 
on their arrival. Some arrests consequent and a hasty retreat became inevitable. The ! 
upon the discovery of the proposed visit of loss was, however, but small, and the affair I j 
the sepoys, were made; and among them, itself trifling, except as it tended to give I 

| that of the individual charged with offering encouragement to the rebels, by whom it !
arms to the deserters; hut nothing serious was magnified into a splendid triumph; I 

j resulted from the proceedings either way, and the circumstance had also the effect of | ■I nor did it appear, upon investigation, that rendering the authorities uneasy, since it j !
| am real cause for alarm had actually existed, showed that, within a few miles of the pro- ,

The continuous arrivals of European vincial capital, in which the governor- 
troops at Calcutta during the preceding general had taken up his quarters, there 
winter, and the obvious necessity that had were not ouly rebels prepared for mischief, | 
arisen for permanently increasing the Bri- but that the intelligence, upon which much 

| tish force in India, induced the government depended for success in militar operations, 
j to greatly enlarge the accommodation could not safely be relied on.

hitherto provided for them, Barrack pore, Amidst thej serious anxieties insepara-
j the military station of the capital, from ble from his exalted position, the governor- 

which it was distant about sixteen miles, general did not lose sight of those claims 
' although abundantly furnished with lines upon his attention which were connected 

for the accommodation of native troops, with works for the improvement of the 
had little capabilities for quartering Euro- country over which he presided; and thus, 
peans; and it was resolved, instead of con- on the 24th of March, his lordship, with 
structing new European barracks at that much ceremony, opened an extension of 
place, to increase those at Chinsurah—a the great Indian railway between Allaha- | 
town about twenty miles from Calcutta, in bad aud Futtehpore. The state trip to the j 
a more healthy situation, ou the banks of new station at the latter place was, under j 
the Ilooghly, aud which already possessed the circumstances, somewhat remarkable; !

! a fine European barrack and military hos- for, as the line throughout nearly its whole i 
pital. Preparations were accordingly made extent traversed an enemy’s country, it 
for the necessary additions; and several hun- was considered prudent first to bum down 
dred native workmen were for some time the villages on either side of it, and to post 
occupied in increasing the barrack accom- a strong body of troops, with guns, at every 
modation to an extent equal to the require- station. “ The affair,” says the Calcutta \ j 
meats for 5,000 men, and in destroying and Englishman, “ went off very well; as the i  ; 
removing buildings, &c., within 500 yards guard at the several stations prevented the | I 
on each side, to obtain space for the parade- rebels from attempting to carry off the j 
grounds. governor-general, or obstructing the line.”

The temporary residence of the governor- The question of compensation for losses i | 
general was not without its occasional dis- sustained by the proceedings of the rebels, ; 
quietudes, shortly after his lordship had was warmly r agitated at Calcutta in the 
arrived there. Towards the end of March, early part of the year; and, on the 20th of 
owing to some defective information con- April, a meeting of parties interested' was 
cerning the movements and strength of the held, to take into consideration measures 
enemy, a small European force, consisting to be adopted for obtaining redress from
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government. Upon this occasion, it  was i The conditions were generally the same as j 
resolved— “ 1. That, in the opinion of the those in Bengal ; but an announcement j 
meeting, ail Christian subjects of the Bri- was added, that "applications will Ire re-

1 tish government, whose property in the ceived, subject to the same rules, from 1 j
disturbed districts has suffered loss in con- natives o f  the country, for compensation on j j

| sequence of the recent rebellion, are on- account of loss of property, caused by their
doubtedly entitled to compensation from known loyalty and attachment to the Bri-
government for their losses. 2. That the tish government.” A similar announce- I

j time has now come when it is expedient to meat, some time afterwards, extended the
take stops to press such cases on the notice boon to the loyal sufferers of Oucle, 

j of the government, and that a committee be Besides the above regulations for t he 
I appointed to communicate with the autho- j benefit of those who had sustained loss of !

! j rides, and take such steps as may appear property by the mutiny, a government |
j advisable m  substantiation of those claims.” order of the 25th of May, announced that i j
| i The consequence of this movement was provision would be made for the relief of! j shortly apparent in a government order, the destitute families of persons who had
; j which applied to the cases of civilians only, died after the loss of their property, even
| and did not, extend beyond the presidency though the death was not directly couse- j

°f Bengal. By this notification, it was de- quent upon the rebellion ; and it was deter-
: | dared that the compensation to be afforded mined that grants of money, to be regulated

! would be for loss of property and effects on the same principle as those allowed i*>
j only, leaving questions affecting loss of life European and native officers of the govern­

or health to be otherwise disposed of. A meat, should be given to such families as
commissioner (Mr. E . Jackson) was ap- were impoverished by the double visitation j
pointed at Calcutta to inquire into claims, of plunder and of death,
and a lim it was fixed for the reception of Another resolution of the Indian govern- ; J 
them— namely, the 25th of August follow- ment, in connection with the revolt, gave j
in g ; after which, no claim was to be re- very general satisfaction although some few j
ceived from persons resident in India; but of "the "  old Indian” class affected much
an extension of time was allowed for those alarm at the “ encroachment,” as they
absent from the country. In all eases termed it, upon the exclusive privileges of

] where the amount claimed did not exceed the army. The resolution, which, whether !
I 1 50,000 rupees, the application to the com- it originated in England or in India, was 

missioner was to be accompanied by a de- an excellent one, declared that civilians j j 
l tailed statement of the particulars of the who had distinguished themselves in the i I 

claim, and of the evidence adducibie in field since the commencement of the mu- 
support of i t ;  but where the property was tiny, or who should so distinguish them- 

I of higher amount, the regulation required selves before the mutiny ended, should be ;
only a general estimate to accompany the allowed to participate in the honours which 

! application*— a further period of three had hitherto been considered peculiar to j 
t mouths being allowed for the. preparation the military service. The civil servants of 

and submission of the detailed statement of the Company, as a body, had greatly raised 
I hisses. I t  was at the same time declared, themselves in the estimation of their coun- 
! *^at the preliminary operations described try men at home, by the gallantry which j 
i were 110t to be understood as constituting many of them displayed under circum- 

au actual claim upon the Company f o r  any  stances of great peril, not only in defend- 
compensation whatever; nor did the registry ing their posts against large bodies of in- I 
of applicants required, imply any recogni- surgents, but in sharing those field and 1 
tion of claims to compensation; the Court siege operations which were’ more especi- j 

j of Directors “ having expressly reserved ally the sources of honour to military men. 
their final decision upon the question What those honours were to he, depended 
whether or not compensation for losses sus- upon the will of the crown and of the Com- \ 
tained by the mutiny shall be awarded.”  pany; but the intent of the resolution was 
A similar notification appeared also at to declare, that the civil position of a gal* j 
Allahabad, applicable to the-North-W est lant man should no longer necessarily be a ; 
Provinces j  and Messrs. C. Grant and bar to his participation in the honours 
E. H. Longden were there named comm is- hitherto conferred bv the country upon 
sioners, to  receive and register claims, military men only 
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An affair with a body of insurgents be- j were on a large scale. The rebels, though 
tween Allahabad and Gopeegunge in March, > in arms much worse, are decidedly in fore- 
has already been noticed as productive of'sight more advanced; and the1/ seem re- 
some uneasiness to the government; and Solved to bring to the unequal'contest all 
towards the end of May, another occurrence their resources in knowledge of the country, 
took place which considerably increased the J and the sympathy of the population. Their 
local disquietude. The circumstances are movement is evidently downwards; so that 
detailed by a correspondent i.i the following Lower Bengal mav, ere long, become the j 

j extract from a letter dated "Allahabad, scene of their last struggle.” "
| May — 1f 1 1 ■ "  It seems that there is some Among other indications of returning

kind of a fatality hanging over this nnfor- tranquillity, the disbandment of the corps 
tunate place. Yesterday, between 1 and of volunteer cavalry, which was composed 
2 p.m., a fire broke out in the new barracks almost wholly of officers from the revolted 
erected on the parade-ground, near what is regiments, aiid civilians of property, and j 

: present government-house. Five ranges which had rendered eminent service at a j
I ! were completely destroyed, the officers and time when European troops were scarce, ; 

j men losing everything they had. The fire was a measure that in its operation caused 1 
; fortunately did not reach the hospital, in some degree of regret. I t  was, however, j 1 
! which were a great number of sick; but considered imperative at the time; and, on 

one poor fellow was burned to death, and the 19th of June, the following notification 
j others were severely wounded. I t  is evi- directed the breaking up of the gallant : 
j dently the work of an incendiary, as a man band :—

was found lurking in an empty barrack ; “ (General Order). Calcutta, June 19th.
who, it is suspected, can give some clue to “ The services of the volunteer cavalry beiim no 
the origin of the fire. Since the affair oc- longer required, the right honourable the governor-

ourred «hf  g „ e ™ , geD„ » l I ,„  h .I  „II ! r 2 ^ V » ^ J S r S ! ^ l S  
ills valuables sent into the fort, and will regiments, and that the corps shall be finally broken j 
probably take up his residence there, as the up from the date of receipt of this order at Luck- 
neighbourhood is anything but safe; and no"'; I
part of the road between Fnttchpore and “-1"  £ T e ° X J l th8f ?»*era.or* f  n  i i i i  i i  nation oi the s>eivices of the volunteer cavalry, his
Can aporc is entirely conirnaaded by a rebel iorclship authorises the bestowal of a gratuit3r of 
force, consisting of some 1,500 men and three hundred rupees each, on all members of the 
two guns, under one Mabaraj Sing. Pas- corP3 not being officers or soldiers.
sengers, en  route to Cawnpore, have been ‘T 16 voIunteer took a prominent part in

v , 'tji 3 all the successes which marked the advance oi the
obliged to return to Iuttehpore; and OUr late Major-general Sir H. Havelock from Allahabad
state of anxiety h ere is certainly not dimi- to Lucknow; and on every occasion of its employ- i 
nished by the fact of an incendiary fire ment against the rebels, whether on the advance to
under the very eyes of the governor- Lucknow or as part of the force with whioh Major-
eeneral ' W e  are h ow ev er told th a t  t he general Sir J . Outran! neld Alumbagh, this corps 

3 f  r ’ 3' cl t :*t  tlle  greatly distinguished itself by its gallantry in action,
comman(Ier-tn-ciuef is coming to take up and by its fortitude and endurance under great ex-
his qutxrters here,-while awaiting for the posure and fatigue.
resumption of operations in next cold wea- “ The governor-general ofTers to Major Barrow, j
ther; and as his name is already ‘ a tower *the volu,n.tew .cavalry, and i

/» . a.1 j i i t v . i  boldly lea them in all the operations in which they
j of strength, we suppose we shall be tole- were engaged, his most cordial acknowledgments
| rably safe for some time to come,” for his very valuable services; and to Captain Lynch, ,
! Another letter from the same station, and alt the officers and men who composed this ; j 
j which had acquired much additional imp or- corPs> *‘’s lordship tenders his best thanks for the

tanee by being selected for the temporary I
residence of trie governor-general, says— was embodied.” I
‘‘ Ihe country about Allahabad is consi- This formal announcement was communi- 
dered more unsafe now thau it ever has cated to Major Barrow, with the follow ing  
beeu during the worst part of the rebellion, gratifying testimonial from Major-general 
h we are not now passing through that Sir James Outram—a mark of esteenj that,

[ phase or it. In  fact, though systematically in some measure, compensated for the dis­
organised resistance in masses has ceased, appointment felt by the members of the 
the opposition to our rule has assumed a corps upon their dispersion:— 
guerilla character, which'mav be as well, i f  „ n , .r, , , 1 . 3 . 1  i . .  “ Mv dear Barrow,— We are about to separate,
not better, conducted than when operations perhaps for ever; but, believe as, I shall ever retain 
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you in affectionate remembrance, and ever speak rivers, aided by the railway then in progress, 
with that intense admiration which I feel for the m ij t e j 0  make it the great centre of trade 
glorious volunteers whom you have commanded with ,. T, i , ' ,
such distinction. I t  would afford me much pleasure fro m  iesrutwur to Calcutta. By the plan 
to shake every one of them by the hand, and tell submitted to the government for the pro- 
them how warmly I feel towards them. But this is posed improvement, i t  was seen that the 
impossible 5_ my pressing duties will not allow me river frootRges could he rendered defensible 
even to write a few farewell lines to each of vour  ̂ v ,,  . r . - .
officers! but I  trust to your communicating to them Agtt nst any possible attacks that Orientals 
individually my affectionate adieu, and sincerest could bring against them. On trie w est, Or 
wishes for their prosperity. May God bless you and land side, it was proposed to construct a 
'hem-” line of iutrenchment four miles in length,

A tribute like the above, from an officer from river to river. This fortification would 
so capable of appreciating the merits of the consist mainly of two great redoubts on the 
corps to whose commander it was addressed, river-banks, each capable of holding an 
became doubly valuable at the moment of entire regiment of Europeans. With these 
separation. redoubts, another midway between them,

A project for the exaltation of the city of and an earthen embankment to connect the 
Allahabad into the capital of a presidency, three, .it was considered the city would lie 
which had bean for some time under the rendered impregnable to any hostile force 
consideration of government, became now that could be brought against it. Within 
a subject of serious attention. The peculiar the space between the embankment, the j 
features of this important station have al- city, and the river, was included an eucamp- 
readv been noticed.* Occupying the point ment, a European town, and a native town, 
of a peninsula formed by the junction of the The cantonment, which was designed to 
Ganges and the Jumna, Allahabad could embrace a complete military establishment 
scarcely be paralleled for advantageous posi-i for half-a-dozen regiments, was to be near 
tion by a ay other city in India; the one j the western boundary, on the Jumna side, 
river bringing down to it a stream of traffic Eastward of this was arranged the new 
from Jvumaon, Kohileund, Eurruekabad, English town, to be built on plots of ground 
Cawnpore, Futtehpore, and the south-west- leased for the purpose to builders, native or 
ern districts of Oude; while the other con- European, who were to be bound to conform 
veyed to it that from K urnaul, Meerut, to a general plan, having reference to the 
Delhi, Agpra, Cal pee, and a wide extent of railway station as a centre of trade. Nearer 
country in Rajpo'-tana, Bundelcund, and the Ganges was to be built a native town; r 
the D< ab. Besides these commercial ad- while, at the point of junction of the two j 
vantages, Allahabad was nearly surrounded rivers,the existingfortwouldbe strengthened 
by an extraordinary number of large nidi- and enlarged, so as to form,if needed, a last 
tary rad trading stations, all within easy stronghold for all the Europeans in A 11a- 
reaeb of it, and of each other. At one time habad and its vicinity. Such were the gene- 
it was in cont emplation to liave elevated ral features of a scheme for the improvement 
Agra to the position of a presidential city ; of the proposed capital of a new presidency;

I but, for some reason the intention was not and, on the 5th of May, 1858, a notifica- 
carried out; and, in lieu of it, the North- tion by government specified the terms upon 
"West Provinces were formed into a lieute- which building leases were to be granted, 
narit-governorship, with Agra as the seat of On the 14th of August, the first division 
its local government. As the mutiny pro- of the naval brigade—composed of the men
gressed, events of growing importance of the Shannon; who, under their lamented
showed the necessity for holding the posi- commander, Sir William Peel, had cau­
tion of Allahabad as a centre of influence, neatly distinguished themselyes in the war
which, from the important facilities sur- of the mutinies—returned to Calcutta from
rounding it, there could be little difficulty the scenes of their heroic daring. These j
of establishing. Bounded, as we have seen, brave men were deservedly honoured witli a |
by two fine rivers on the north, south, and public reception by the president in council j
east sides, it was susceptible, on the west, of and all the officers of government at the j
any degree of enlargement desired, simply presidency. The troops in garrison were
by inclosing additional ground; and could paraded; the ships of the port were dressed
also be made, at the same time, one of upon the occasion ; and about 20,000 of the
the strongest forts in India; while its native a»d European inhabitants assembled

* See vol. i., p. 249. to give them welcome. The brigade had
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been reduced, "by the vicissitudes of sendee, subject, and who, if  opportunity presented 
far below its original strength ; but the itself, would now be found almost as willing 
greater part of the survivors had all the vi- as their husbands and fathers, to go out 

j vacity of lads of twenty years of age. and wage battle with the murderers of their
i Before closing the present chapter, it may sisters, if they could only thereby insure 

be welt to remind the reader, that throughout the infliction of a deep and bloody ven- 
I the greater portion of the period embraced geance. They feel that it is a contest with 
i by the events of this volume, the position of murderers, who are not satisfied with blood 

Lord Canning, as governor-general of India, alone—that they must live in daily expecta- 
had been one of great anxiety, and occa- tion of. They suspect that the very servants 
sionally of serious embarrassment, owing to around them are in league to betray and 
the extreme virulence with which popular destroy them; and thus they suffer, almost 
feeling, both in India and in Europe, found hourly, worse than the pangs of death, 
expression upon the subject of punishment Many have already died by homicidal hands,

I due to mutineers and rebels. At first, when more from the pangs of starvation and 
the outbreak was in its earlier stage, the terror, the agonies of mental torture, and 
friends and relatives of the victims of sepoy the slower process of exposure and exhaus- 
crueltics, vented their grief and indignation tion ; and, while all this is going on, friends 
in a wild demand for vengeance, that could and relations sigh vainly f o r  the corning day 
only have perpetuated the horrors which o f  vengeance, and are prated to about mode- 
had already moistened the soil of India ration, when nothing short of exemplary 
with blood and tears, and which it would and unsparing retribution, can possibly 
have been impossible for any government atone for the vilianies of the accursed race 
professing to be guided by the precepts of we have pampered to our undoing.” 
Christianity, to have sanctioned. This feel- I t  has already been shown, that orders 
ing, after the first excitement had subsided, and proclamations were issued from time to. 
was deplored by all moderate people, and time by the governor-general in council, 
its repression became an object of policy, and by his lieutenants in the provinces, de- 
B y  not lending himself to this cry for blood, claratory of the line of conduct to be pursued 
Lord Canning became unpopular with the in relation to punishments to be inflicted 
unthinking public, and with that portion of upon mutineers and deserters, and the 
the press which is ever ready to lend its aid treatment to be accorded to non-military 
to a popular cry, whether right or wrong, natives who should exhibit signs of disaflPec- ! 
for -the purpose of a transient success over tion. Upon these topics, the line of policy 
its rival contemporaries. This unprincipled contested between the lieutenant-governor t 

i section of the press in India and in England, of the North-West Provinces (Mr. Johp 
| unhesitatingly joined in the cry, and pro- Russell Colyin) and the governor-general in j 
| vided stimulants for the popular frenzy council, has been already adverted to.f The 

by its terrible representations, the bulk of former, it will be recollected, had issued a 
which had little foundation but in the proclamation to the mutineers of the pro­
imagination of the writers. vinces' under his superintendence; in which,

The following specimen from a Calcutta among other things, he promised that “ sol- 
journal, affords a moderate sample of the diers engaged in the late disturbances, who 
tone which became popular during the three were desirous of going to their own homes, 
consecutive months beginning with May, and who gave up their arms at the nearest j 

I 3 8 5 7 ;*—“ Not the least among the many government civil or military post, and retired 
evils which will follow in the steps of this quietly, should be permitted to do so unmo- 

I rebellion, is the permanent effect it will have lested whereas Lord Canning insisted, 
j upon the feelings of the European commu- that this indulgence or leniency should not 

nity hereafter. As to our countrywomen, be extended to the men of any regiments 
whose feelings have been tortured by the which had murdered or ill-used their officers, 
horrible details of atrocities perpetrated or committed cruel outrages on other per- 

: around them, we know that among them sons. There were, in addition to these 
| are many hundreds of English ladies, who orders, others— proclaiming martial law in 

lie down nightly to dream of terrors too particular districts; appointing commis- 
j agonising for utterance, who are scarcely sioners to try mutineers by a very sum- 

able to converse but upon one dreadful mary process; authority to military officers 
* Sec tdwvol. i., pp. 142,143. f  lbid.,p. 137. j to deal with offending civilians, as well as
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with the revolted sepoys; permitting the thirst for blood. Thus, when in the month 

■ police to arrest suspected persons without of July, 1858, Lord Canning found it re­
tire formality of warrants; and making the quisite to check the over-zeal of some of the 
zemindars and landowners responsible for tribunals afc Allahabad, where the authori- 
the conduct of persons upon their estates; ties were prone to execute accused persons 
with other measures of a similar tendency, without waiting for formal evidence of their 
each of which, in turn, became a subject of guilt, he was loudly accused of interference 
controversy, aad generally of severe ani~ with the righteous demand for blood; but 
madversion, on the part of those who, com- when, some few months previously, his pro- 
menting upon the various topics from a elamation to the people of Oude came to the 
distant view of their merits, were least en- notice of the English public, a peer of par- 
titled to express an opinion upon the pro- liuncut was among the first to charge the 
ceedings of the governor-general, whose governor-general with undue severity, and 

; conduct was alternately represented as in- with a policy that, by its rigour, had thrown 
fluenced by an imbecile exhibition of ill- insurmountable difficulties in the way of the 
directed clemency, or a perfectly Draconian pacification of the country.

I
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TION ON INDIAN AFFAIRS J S IR  E. B. LYTTON AND MR. D ISRA ELI,? A FAST PROCLAIM ED; THE B E L IE F  
FUN D ; CARDINAL WISEMAN ; ARCHBISHOP CULLEN AND LORD ST. LEONARDS; MEETING AT NEW YORK }
OPINIONS OF AN EAST INDIA DIRECTOR; MR. J .  P , WILLOUGHBY ;  SIR  JOHN FAKINGTON ; LORD E L L  EN- 
BO ROUGH’S ADDRESS TO T H E YEOMANRY ON ENLISTMENT FOR T H E MILITIA ; RUMOURED CHANGES AT THE 
BOARD OF CONTROL; MR. RO EBU C K ;  THE P R E S S ; PUBLIC F E E L IN G ; PROTECT FOR RECONSTRUCTION OF j  
THE NATIVE ARMY ; CHRISTIAN CONVERTS ; EA RL GRANVILLE AND VISCOUNT PALMERSTON ; CONFIDENCE 
OF GOVERNMENT IN LORD CANNING ; SCHEME FO R FAMILIARISING THE LANGUAGES OF INDIA.

j
During the interval between the proroga- j tended, he had most inexcusably under- ! 
tion of parliament, in August, and the close | rated the nature and serious extent of, in , 
of the year 1857, public atteutiou continued the face of positive and ample evidence of 

j to be riveted to the events connected with their hourly increasing importance. I t  was j 
; the military revolt in Bengal, which had charged against his government, that it was j J then, acquired the characteristic features of neither prepared for the contingency that 

a wide-spread insurrection; and as the sue- had arisen, nor disposed, by a candid avowal 
cessive details of operations reached this of its error, and an energetic effort to 
country, alternately bringing with them struggle against the consequences of it, to : 
tidings of ruthless cruelty, of heroic achieve- prove its capability to rule at a crisis of 
merit, and of still-increasing disaffection, the such imminent difficulty j that, on the con- 
question of competency to grapple with the trary, his government had depreciated the 
exigencies of the crisis, as it regarded the importance of the hostile movement, by 
supreme Anglo-Indian government (and which its native army was falling to pieces; 
was evidenced by its proceedings), became that it had, from the first, neglected to avail 
a theme of earnest discussion among all itself of the resources at its command for 
classes of society in this country, as it the repression of disorder; and that it had 
already had been in India. The points eventually prolonged the horrors of the 
most angrily and pertinaciously urged catastrophe of May, 1857, by wilfully and 
against the administration of Lord Canning, weakly misrepresenting its true character t/> 
were based upon the erroneous estimate the home government, 
formed, by himself and colleagues, of perils To some extent, it must be allowed, that 
that were apparent at the very outbreak of the charges, or rather the faults upon which 
the mutinies; and of which, it was con- they rested, were so perfectly accordant with 
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the general tendencies of human nature, the one hand, they insisted upon a vast 
that they were clothed with something more combination, which should have been pre- 
thaa mere plausibility—they were just pos- pared for by all the resources of goveru- 
8iMe to be, in a degree, correct. The mem- raent; on the other, a mere local mutiny, 

j bers of the Indian government, as the actual which the few European troops at hand, if  
i rulers of the immense empire entrusted to efficiently commanded, might have quelled 

their administration, must, naturally, have without difficulty.*
been reluctant te admit the seriousness of a It  may he urged, on the part of the Indian 

I revolt which would not only carry with the government, that it had not, at the crisis of 
i fact of its existence a condemnation of the the outbreak, any machinery in existence for 

policy they had pursued, but would threaten the purpose of discovering a latent con* 
also an entire disruption of the system from spiracy against its authority. The European 
which they derived their power; and it was refinement of a detective police had not yet 
not extraordinary that they should resist, as been grafted upon the state mysteries of 
long as possible, any such conviction. At British Indian polity; nor had it been the 
the same time, it is only fair to the gov- practice of the present or preceding ail nin- 
ernor-general and his council, to remark, istrations to employ agents to keep it in- 
that the true character of the movement formed as to the tone of popular opinion 
which had developed itself so suddenly and within the limit of its own territories— the 
mysteriously, was, for a long time after its residents at the courts of native princes 
mischievous effects were apparent, but im- being the only channels through which the 
perfectly appreciated by those who, in the governmentreceivedintelligence,ortowhich I 
midst of the disturbed districts, were con- it looked for information. The complica- i 
sidererl to be most intimately acquainted tions of official duties and responsibilities ■ 
with the sepoys and their grievances. I t  were also impediments to the chances of 

i was doubted by many of the best-informed any revelation reaching the quarter most 
| among the civil officers of government, and immediately interested in its importance, 

experienced military men also, whether the through the intervention of a pernicious 
insurrection, even when it presented the system of “ routine” and “ circumlocution,” 

i extraordinary spectacle of an entire army in which retarded the progress of everything 
j a condition of revolt against the state to on its way to the governor-general in 
I which it had sworn allegiance, was origi- council, and rendered the voice of warn- 
I naily an organised and concerted national ing utterly useless, as well as dangerous, 

movement, or merely the result of local to a too officious transgressor of official 
irritation, and without any ulterior design etiquette.
against the stability of the Company’s gov- I t  is also observable, that, up to the mo- ! 
ernmeut. At any rate, a singular inconsis- ment of the outbreak, Englishmen lived 
tency was presented in the language of and ruled in India with as much reliance ' 
many who held opinions condemnatory of upon the elements of security (that is, the ; 
the government of Lord Canning, because power of government), and as much confi- 

j it did not at once perceive the germs of a deuce in their safety as the dominant race, j 
; great national insurrection in the outbreak as they could possibly have done at home.

of the 10th of May, at Meerut; but who yet Everything around them indicated patient ;
! affirmed,int the same breath, that the whole submission to British authority; and even 
j rebellion could have been stifled in its birth, after the deplorable atrocities at Meerut and 
I if the European soldiers on the spot bad Delhi, officers of the mutinous battalions, 

been properly employed in intercepting the from the colonel to the junior ensign— men j 
i flight of the mutineers towards Delhi. On whose own lives would be the first and im~ j
j * A singular anticipation of the possible entire crushing a military mutiny. M r. Brougham further 

revolt of the Indian native army, is recorded in H an- observed— “ So it will be in the Peninsula, if you 
I sard’s Comnions’ Debates, 7th .February, 1828. Mr. give your subjects a share in administrating your j 

Brougham, in his celebrated speech on law reform, laws, and an interest and a pride in supporting you. 
denounced, among other abuses in our judiciary Should the day ever come when disaffection may I 
system, the delays atm costliness of Indian appeals appeal to 70,000,000 against a few thousand strangers | 
decided in London by the former ill-con 'tituted who have planted themselves upon the ruins of ̂ their 
court of privy council. Me contrasted the evil with ancient dynasties, you wifi find how much safer it is ! 
the then improved- law courts of Ceylon— stating to have won their hearts, and universally cemented 

! that one good effect bad resulted in the latter colony; their attachment by a common interest in your 
as the Ceylon population, previously rebellious, in system, than to rely upon 1 5 0 , 0 0 0  sepoys’ swords, of 
1816 aided the mother country in putting down and excellent temper but in doubtful hands.”
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mediate forfeit in the event of error—-per- were distributed over the Punjab, from 
sisted to the last in affirming that they whence the necessary succours were drawn 
knew their troops, and that their loyalty for the force before Delhi, leaving barely 
was above suspicion ! I t  was not surprising sufficient European troops to ensure the 
that government should be lulled into a safety of the widely-extended territory over 
sense of security by such assurances from which Sir John Lawrence presided: from 
such a source; and although it afterwards this quarter, therefore, no assistance could 
became apparent that the first symptoms of be afforded; but to the governments of the 
a mutinous spirit displayed at Barrackpore sister presidencies of Madras and Bombay, 
and Dumdurh, portended worse evils than as well as to the adjacent colonies and to 
were then anticipated, and that if the Euro- the mother country, urgent requisitions for 
pean force at hand had been sufficient for immediate aid were dispatched. The soldiers 
the vindication of authority as those in- with whom Havelock fought his way to , 
stances of insubordination occurred, it Cawnpore through a succession of brilliant 
would have been better to have cut down victories, were drawn partly from Madras 
the mutineers as they stood, in the first and partly from Bombay. One-half of 
act of mutiny, and thereby check the spirit those who marched against the rebel hordes 
of revolt— it is by no means certain that the at Arrab, were contributed by the governor 
conduct of the governor-general would have of Ceylon: and of thetwoEnglish regiments 
escaped censure and condemnationforadopt- sent up the Ganges to the aid of Havelock 
ing such policy. I f  the example had actually at Luck now, one came from the Mauritius, 
sufficed to deter others from insurrection, and the Other was intercepted on its way to 
its necessity would have been called in ques- China. Of the energy displayed by Lord 
tion from the very fact; and those who were Canning in collecting and appropriating 
loudest in charging culpable supineness on these elements of strength, there can be no 
the part of the governor-general, would question; and as the charge of weakness t 
have been among the first to condemn him (lied away, it was sought, to affix upon his 
for a hasty and uncalled-for effusion of government an odium of another character, 
blood. and the sobriquet of “ Clemency Canning”

But if, after the Indian government be- was sarcastically applied to him, as in- 
came sensible of the importance of the crisis dicative of the ultra-moderation of his 
which had arrived, the measures adopted by policy when dealing with the rebels at his 
it were as prompt and energetic as they feet.
possibly could be, its previous acts could be I t  is more than possible, if a crisis like 
of little comparative importance, so far as that produced by the mutiny of the Bengal 
position and immediate results were con- army, and the insurrection in Oude, could 
cerned j and certainly the ground of inaeti- have been foreseen, that the individual 
vity, upon which much stress was laid, does selected to go forth and encounter the 
not seem to be perfectly clear. I t  is indis- emergencies of a struggle on which the 
putable, that when the revolt was once un- future mastery of India depended, might 
veiled in its full proportions, the first great not have been Yiscount. Canning; nor is it 
duty of Lord Canning’s government con- likely, judging from his lordship’s antece- 
sisted in procuring forces to suppress i t ; dents, that he would have been at all de- 
and this duty was performed.by rapidly sirous of a post in which the attributes of 
collecting European battalions from every splendour and dignity would be over­
quarter to which a despatch could be trans- whelmed by the responsibilities and perils 
mitted, and from which a British soldier of a most arduous command. But it is due 
could be spared: the next step was to to him to acknowledge, that if, in the posi- 
provide for their conveyance, with all pos- tion in which he suddenly and unexpectedly 
sible speed, to the various points of distur- found himself, he did not display the iutui- i 
bauce. This duty, it is admitted, was so live genius of a Cliv e  or a H astings, for | 
efficiently performed, that not a single conquest and for government, he certainly j 
quarter from whence aid could be drawn was exhibited abilities that were not unequal to 1 
overlooked or untaxed. At the outburst of the occasion. His principal and most de- 
the insurrection, the far greater portion of termined opponents did not deny him the 
the European troops attached to the Bengal credit of unimpeached integrity and un­
establishment, as also some' of the best- doubted courage; and if  his policy, in the 
trained and disciplined corps of irregulars, main, expressed the views of his council 
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rather than his own convictions, the fault characteristic liberality, and the energies of 
lay in the system of government to which every department of the public service 
he succeeded, and which, fortunately, has were called into requisition to facilitate the 
been compelled to succumb to the more operations of government iu its efforts to 
enlightened and statesmanlike arrange- strengthen, the hands of its representative 
ments of an. imperial government. The in India.
system, as he found it, involved a compli- The period at length arrived when vague 
cated and cumbrous machinery of ad minis- surmises, and fears that had been long 
tration, but no real or individual responsi- and painfully excited by rumour (darkly 
bitty. The president of the Board of shaded by exaggeration), were to he satis- 
Control represented one species of autho- tied by the authority of individual sur- 
rity; the Court of Directors another j and vivors of the frightful catastrophe that had 
the governor-general in council a third, drenched a large portion of Bengal with 
Among these rival authorities it was diffi- innocent blood. On Thursday, September 
cult to determine where any course of 25th, the Peninsular and Oriental Corn- 
policy should originate; and sometimes, pany’s steam-ship, Colombo, .arrived at 
through the one of them relying upon Southampton, bringing with her 184 pas- 
another to initiate a measure, it occurred sengers from Calcutta, The approach of 
that neither party moved at all, and, con- the ship had been telegraphed the pre- 
sequent'y, nothing was done. At all events, ceding day, and most considerate prepara- 
the circumstances by which Lord Canning tions were immediately made for the recep- 
was surrounded, were of a nature to enlist tion of its interesting freight, among whom 
the sympathies of reflecting minds: and it was the wife of Brigadier Inglis, who had | 
was no trifling test of his ability, to com- shared with her gallant husband the fa- 
maud success under the pressure of extra- tigues, the privations, and the dangers of 
ordinary difficulties;—that although, up to the residency at Lucknow. In accordance 
the middle of September, some four months with a regulation of a committee of the 
from the outbreak of the revolt, he had not Relief Fund, the lady mayoress had already 
received the assistance of a single soldier arrived at Southampton, to await the ap- 
from England, he had withstood the full proach of the steamer; and upon its anchor- 
force of that terrible shock which it was mg in the road#, her ladyship, accompanied 
predicted would shiver the Anglo-Indian by one of the under-sheriffs of London, pro ­
empire into fragments; and, at the close of needed to the vessel, to carry solace and 
1857, still held the imperial trust delegated comfort to the mourners—herself also a 
to him—firmly and enduringly. We shall mourner, through the same dispensation 
now turn to "the progress of events con- that had bowed the heads of all with deep 
nected with the revolt, as they arose in this affliction.* The mayor of Southampton, 
country. accompanied by the superintendent of the

The occurrences in India, as they were Peninsular and Oriental Company, and by 
brought to the notice of the English public Dr. Symes, a resident of Southampton (who 
by successive mails, continued to excite the bad fitted up apartments in his house for

1 most lively apprehensions, and the deepest the reception of any of the destitute snf-
| sympathy among all classes. The interval ferers who would avail themselves of his 

of the parliamentary recess was fruitful of hospitality), were early on hoard the Co- 
public meetings, both in the capital and the lornbo. The lady mayoress, upon reaching 
provinces, at which the views of leading the deck, being conducted to a cabin 
men of all parties were expressed upon the by the captain, the object of her visit 
all-important topic of the mutinies; and was communicated to the passengers with 
although opinions were as wide apart as the much delicacy and feeling. A correspon- 
poles, with regard to the past and present dent, describing the interesting scene at 
policy of the Indian government, and the the moment, says—“ Many relatives and 
capacity of its members, there was no ques- friends of the passengers, who had anx- 
tion about the necessity for the adoption of iously awaited their arrival, also came on 
vigorous and uninterrupted measures for board, and their meeting was an affect- 
the re-establishment of order and authority, ing sight. They embraced each other in 
The contributions to the European tund for * 'p[le ]a()y mayoress was in mourning for the loss 
the relief of those who had suffered during of her btother, Colonel Finnis, killed at Meerut on 
the outrages, continued to pour in with the 10th of May, 1857. See vol. i., p. 57.
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l seeming unconsciousness of the presence | were heartrending, and their hair-breadth 
of strangers, and paced the deck with their escapes perfectly miraculous: a child only 
arms encircling each other’s waists. A six years of age, named Nina Bailey (the 
great number of the passengers went ashore daughter of Captain Bailey, 7th Bengal 
in one of the small steamers. A crowd of native infantry, which mutinied at Dina- 
peraons was in the dock; and here also pore),f was also on board; the poor child 

I affectionate greetings took place between was motherless, and had come to England 
| long-absent friends and relatives, which in charge of a stranger, rather than be left 
drew tears from many a bystander. There exposed to the perils of the revolt; of her 
were about sixty children on board the father’s fate she was ignorant: another 
Indian mail packet, a large portion of whom child, ten years of age, named Clara Dunbar, 
were infants in arms—all of them hurried was on board also—the daughter of Gap- 

j out of India on account of the fearful atro- tain Dunbar, of the 10th regiment, killed at 
I cities committed there. The scene on Arrah.J One of the most affecting cases 
I board the Colombo was very different from on board the Colombo, was that of Ser- 
j that which, usually takes place on board geant Owen, of the 53rd regiment, with his 
j homeward Indian packets. The usual female wife and three young children. “ The ser- 
j passengers on board these ships are ladies geant was late superintendent of.' roads be- 
I in the gayest spirits, and dressed in the tween Peshawur and Lahore, and received 

gorgeous silks and shawls of the East; but a sun-stroke in India, which has taken 
• many of the lady passengers of the Colombo away his reason. In May, and when the !
bore marks of great sufferings and anxieties; youngest child was but fourteen days old, i 

'and their dresses betokened their losses, the mutinies occurred in the district in which j 
j and the rapidity of their flight from the they resided; and the poor woman, weak ’ 
mutinous districts. Many of these passen- from her late confinement, and with an j 

j gers escaped from Delhi, Lucknow, and imbecile husband and three children, was !
: other parts of Oude. Fortunately they compelled to flee for her life. The history i 
! started from those places at the commence- of this family from that period till the time 
j went of the mutinies. The language of when they arrived at Calcutta, was one of ;
■ their husbands was, ‘ Get out of the coun- great suffering and distress. The poor 
j try with the children as soon as you can, woman told her tale of hardship and priva- | 
j and never mind us.’ Many of them have tion, of endurance and grief, of hair-breadth 
I never heard anything of their husbands escapes, and deeds of cruelty which they 
| since. Some of the ladies escaped nearly had witnessed and passed through, with 
! naked—lived in the jungle for days with tearful eyes, and an utterance choked with I 
j their infant children, starving, and rarely emotion. The loving wife, the fond mother,
I ablê  to get a handful of rice to satisfy the and the heroic woman, shone in her care- 
cravings of hunger. Few- villagers were worn and sunburnt features as she related 

| "dlhng to assist them; and many of those the wailings of her infant for nourishment, 
j who were willing, were afraid to do so. Not which fatigue and want of food had ren- 
: the least interesting refugee on board the dered her incapable of supplying; the cries 

Colombo, was a little dog. It had escaped of her two other children for food, when
1,0,11 Driht by faithfully following its mis- for days they were wandering in the jungle, 
tress and her children. It had nearly paid or subsisting on the scanty pittance they 
a heavy penalty for its fidelity. Its back were enabled to get from casual relief; the 
had been literally burnt by the sun, and is apparent indifference of her husband to 1 !

| not healed vet. Some of the passengers everything that was passing around, save 1 I 
! give a frightful picture of the state of Cal- and except the safety of his children—for 
! cuUa aud tl10 interior provinces of India.’’ the sad affliction which had befallen him 

Among the passengers by this vessel were had not bereft him of affection for his
| Miss Graham, whose father Dr. Graham, offspring. 'And now/ she said, addressing 
was shot down while riding by her side, on the party who had sympathised with her, !
the 9r.li of July, at Seulkote :* Mrs. Baker, ‘ here we are all in England, quite safe, j
one of the sufferers at Cawnpore, and two There’s my baby, whom I never expected 
other ladies, who, in their efforts to escape, to have kept alive from one hour to
were daring a whole month hunted in the another; there’s my other two children. I
jungles; the scenes they passed through and there’s my poor husband’—and she 41

4 1  f *  ^  T0  ̂ *** ^ 56f*" t  ®ee aute' P- 1 Ibid., p. 108.
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pointed to a stout, well-formed man, who when the Indus left that port, who had 
was nursing the infant, and whose vacant had narrow escapes from the infuriated 
stare at everything around most probably wretches who were devastating the English 1 
gave cause to another burst of grief which stations. These were expected to follow by !

.the poor woman.indulged in.” successive mail packets; and, upon, the ,
A few' days after the Colombo had dis- authority of some of the passengers of the 

charged her valuable burden, another vessel Indus, it was reported, that a lady had j 
(the Indus) arrived at Southampton, bring- arrived at Calcutta previous to the depar­
ing also 150 fugitives who had fled from tore of the vessel, who had had both her 
the inhospitable soil of Hindostan. Many ears cut off by the rebeis. This was, per- 
of these individuals were from Cawnpore, haps, one of the least horrible in the series 
Allahabad, and other places in the Upper of outrages alleged to be systematically 
Provinces; and some had fled from Bom- perpetrated by the Hindoo and- Mohum- 
bay, Madras, and Calcutta, through an un- medan fanatics, iu their wild attempt to 
defined sense of impending evil. The gratify their hatred and revenge, 
scene presented at the meeting of these The leisure for public men which periodi- 
passengers with their friends, was one of cally occurs after the prorogation, was 
overwhelming excitement; and many around chiefly occupied by some of the most dis- 
were moved to tears by the unutterable tinguiahed of the class, in efforts to en- 
anguish that was presented to their gaze, lighten the various constituencies upon 
About forty children, many of them the Indian difficulty—as it was sometimes 
orphans, came by the Indus; and among modestly termed; and the members of the | 
the passengers was Lieutenant Chapman, upper house of legislature vied with their 
nineteen years of age, who was shot by the compatriots of the Commons in the “ diffu- 
mutineers at Benares,* when a bullet went sion of useful knowledge,” by a series ot 
through his cheek, aud carried away part itinerating lectures to the people, at town- 
of the roof of his month, so that his speech halls, mechanics’ institutes, and agricui- 
was now scarcely intelligible. Captain tural aud other meetings. Among the 
Montague also came home in the Indus, most prominent of the orators of the day, 
wounded. He belonged to the irregulars, were Sir E. B. Lvttou, one of the repre- 
and was in command of a company of sentalives of Hertfordshire; and the Right j 
Sikhs, with General Havelock’s army, and Hon. Benjamin Disraeli, the member for ; 
fought on the march to Cawnpore. He Buckinghamshire; both of whom, from 
lost his two children from want and ex- their position aud public influence, might be j 
posure while coming down the Ganges supposed to express the sentiments of ini- 
from Allahabad. This officer well knew portaut sections of the community, and were, j 
Nana Sahib, and was present at a ball therefore, entitled to special attention upon | 
given by him at Cawnpore about a month the subject. At a meeting of the Herts 1 
before the mutiny broke out. It was the Agricultural Society, held at St. Alban’s on 
most magnificent ball ever given at Cawn- the 30th of September, the first-mentioned j 
pore; all the English were present, most of statesman gave utterance to the following 
whom were afterwards mercilessly slaugh- sentiments, which, in the main, very aecu- 
tered by order of their quondam host, rately described the general feeling at the 
Captain Montague and his wife left Cawn- time:— “The war that has now broken j 
pore before it was captured by the muti- out, is not, like the Russian war, for the 
neers. Among other reports, the passen- assertion of an abstract principle of justice, 
gers said, that almost the only man who for the defence of a foreign throne, or for 
escaped the massacre of Cawnpore, had protection against a danger that did not
gone raving mad. This was an officer threaten ourselves more than the rest of ;
named Brown, who, after he got away, Europe—it is for the maintenance of the 
suffered great hardships, and lay hidden in British empire. It is a struggle of life and 
a nullah, without food, during three days death for our rank among the rulers of the 1 
and nights. It was also stated by them, earth. It is not a war in which we c o m b a t  j ,
that Miss Goldie, a very beautiful young by the side of brave and gallant allies, but j
lady, was taken by Nana Sahib to his one iu which we fight single-handed a g a i n s t  

harem, and was believed to be living. fearful odds, and in which we must neither |
Many English were still at Calcutta expect uor desire foreign aid.”

* See vol. i., p. 229. Referring to the enthusiasm that had j
von. n. 3 ii 41/
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been manifested by the people in this cause, filled, the train laid, and the match fired 
the honourable baronet said—“ I think it is before we can be startled by the explosion; 
no wonder that the heart of England is up and therefore the man who tells us that a 
—that the slow progress of recruiting for revolt which must have taken mouths, if 
the regular army, and even the constitu- not years, to organise, no prudence could 
tional resource of the militia, should not have foreseen, or no energy could have pre­
satisfy the ardour of an aroused people. It vented, simply asks us to believe that policy 
is no wonder that our journals should teem is an accident and government a farce, 
with offers of volunteers, and from a class But the whole of that question it will be 
that has never before furnished us with the duty of parliament to examine, not with 
private soldiers. I am told that it is diffi- the view of bringing the force of party to 
cult for the war-office to avail itself of these bear against individuals, who may have 
offers Difficult 1 why, of course it is. committed mere human errors of judgment 
There is nothing worth having that is not —and, after all, the public itself is not free 
difficult. My life, and, I suppose, the life from blame for its long indifference to our 
of every man among yon who has worked Eastern empire—but for the purpose of ob- 
with hand or head, has been one long con- taining knowledge and guidance for the 
test with difficulties ; and none of us would future.”
be the men we now are if we had tamely Upon the same subject, the Hon. Mr.

P
 allowed difficulties to conquer us. There- Disraeli, at Aylesbury, spoke as follows, at

fore, f say, it will not he to the credit of the a meeting also held on the 30th of Septem- I 
government or the war-office if they cannot her:—"One of the greatest calamities that ! j 
devise some practical means by which to dis- ever befel this empire, has fallen upon us 
cipline and organise so much ardour. I It is not for us at present to enter into the 
should be sorry if we lost the occasion to causes of those great disasters, or to en- 
show to Europe, how England, when neces- quire who are the individuals upon whom 
sarv, can start at once into a military the responsibility for them must ultimately 
nation, without the tyranny of conscrip- rest; but there are two considerations which 
tions, and without the ruinous extravagance cannot, at such a moment, be absent from 
of large standing armies. The blood of the minds of Englishmen. In the breast 
many a stout English yeoman must have of every man, there must now exist a feel- 
run cold m his veins when he read of the ing of profound sympathy for those of our 
atrocious massacres of Delhi and Cawnpore; fellow-subjects in India, whose sufferings 
and he must have panted to show, as his have dimmed every eye and pained every 
forefathers often did before, that there is no heart in the kingdom. And there must be 
metal for a sword like the iron ploughshare, equally present in every mind, an anxiety 
(.1 volunteers in such a cause there can be that t.he government should at this crisis 
no lack If I were but ten years younger, take these steps which may be adequate to j 

would remember that I am the son of a the occasion, to vindicate our empire and 
soldier, and would he a volunteer myself; maintain our glory. I believe it is now 
and even now, if I thought it possible that also the universal conviction, that the de- 
i ie young, the robust, and the adventurous scription originally given of these unfortu- 
needed an example from those whose years, nate and extraordinary movements in India, 
i Abits, and station might be supposed to was not authorised by the circumstances of 
entitle them to refuse, I declare I should the case. Day by day, we have seen that 
be among you to canvass, not for votes, hut that which was at first characterised as a 
for men, and should myself lead them slight and accidental occurrence, is in fact 
against the enemies of our race.” He then one of those great events which form epochs 
proceeded to say—“ 1 he present is not the in the history of mankind, and which can 
time, nor is tins the place, to criticise the only be accounted for by considerations de- 
poficy which has produced the revolt in mandiug the deepest attention from states- 
India; but 1 may oe permitted to say, that men and nations. But, although three 
revolutions or revolts are never sudden, months have elapsed since the startling 
I hose which appear to us to nave been so, news of these disasters originally arrived 

I had always given long previous, though it in England—although every succeeding 
I might oe neglected, warnings. Revolts and mail has brought to us gloomy intelli- 

revolutions are like the springing of mines, gence showing that these disasters are cul- 
Ihe ground must be hollowed, the barrels ruinating to a proportion infinitely more
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